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THE  MINERS’  TERRIBLE  STRUGGLE. 


MISERY  RAMPANT  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 


CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES  WRESTLING  WITH  POVERTY. 


Unemployment,  poverty,  destitution, 
and  misery  are  rampant  in  South  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire:  the  fourth  year  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  great  war  finds  the  most 
productive  coalfield  in  the  world  with  So, 000 
unemployed,  60,000  in  part-time  employ- 
ment, and  the  majority  of  those  in  employ- 
ment receiving  wages  considerably  less  in 
purchasing  power  than  they  received  ill 
1914.  One-third  of  the  industrial  popula- 
tion in  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  are 
existing  considerably,  below  the  poverty 
line.  . 

The  economic  conditions  of  the  majority 
of  the  mineworkers  in  the  coalfield  ^irom 
July,  1914,  have  been  deplorable,  but  the 
tragic  conditions  of  both  employed  and  un- 
employed to-day  beggar  description. 

Similar  conditions  gave  birth  to  the  Russian 
Revolution.  Unless  the  Government 
,i;iv  .1  - fo  render  »ncnsu<v-.  of 

generous  assistance  to  the  workers  of  south 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  there  will  soon 
be  complete  chaos  and  the  breaking  down  of 
all  municipal  administration.  Local 
authorities  are  bankrupt,  and  no  one  in 
possession  of  the  facts — least  of  all  Govern- 
ment departments — would  be  surprised  at 
sensational  happenings. 

The  South  Wales  Association  of  Labour 
Members  on  Local  Authorities— and  Labour 
controls  the  majority  of  local  bodies  in 
Glamorgan  and  Monmouthshire— have 
adopted  a policy  which  contains  within  it  a 
complete  disintegration  of  the  present  sys- 
tem of  municipal  administration:  this  asso- 
ciation has  decided  to  invite  all  local 
authorities  in  their  area  to  refuse  to  function 
unless  the  Government  provides  the  means 
•of  dealing  with  unemployment  adequately. 
Rates  arc  so  high  that  thousands  of  people 
are  unable  to  meet  their  obligations  ; not  less 
than  £ 250,000  is  paid  out  weekly  in  unem- 
ployment benefits  and  poor-law  relief,  and 
even  miners  working  full-time  are  com- 
pelled to  seek  assistance  from  Boards  of 
Guardians.  These  boards  are  involved  in 
liabilities  aggregating  at  least  a quartcr-of- 
a-million  pounds— and  they  can  borrow  no 
more. 


Spectres  Stalking  the  Valleys. 


So  much  for  the  general  facts  which  apply 
from  Chepstow  in  the  east  to  Llanelly  in 
the  west  and  the  whole  of  the  mining 
valleys.  Taking  the  coalfield  generally,  it 
is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  conditions 
of  the  minewprkers  to-day  are  as  bad  as  they 
were  fifty  years  ago  ! The  recent  action  of 
the  miners’ in  the  Maesteg  district  in  decid- 
ing to  tender  fourteen  days’  notice  will  have 
far-reaching  effects,  as  their  grievances  are 
universal  throughout  the  coalfield.  Poverty 
and  suffering  have  tightened  their  grip  in 
the  Rhondda  and  Aberdare  Valleys,  and 
most  children  of  miners  who  are  employed 
have  forgotten  the  taste  of  meat,  and  get 
very  little  in  the  way  of  fat.  In  the  Swan- 
sea Valley,  where  anthracite  coal  is  pro- 
duced, and  is  sold  at  prices  ranging  from 
52s.  to  70s.  per  ton,  men  are  working  six 
days  a week  for  35s. ! In  many  instances 
they  receive  much  less. 

Ebbw  Vale  is  the  portal  to  an  area  of 
misery,  and  here,  as  elsewhere  throughout 
the  coalfield,  the  suffering  is  all  the  more 
bitter  because  of  the  attempt  at  conceal- 
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ment : but  no  reticence  can  conceal  the  very 
real  privation  which  stalks  these  valleys — 
and  there  are  more  children  than  adults  in 
these  regions.  There  are  3,000  idle  men  in 
Ebbw  Vale,  and  of  those  at  work  not  more 
than  one-fifth  receive  enough  in  payment  for 
their  labour  for  comfortable  subsistence. 
The  town  is  destitute  and  desperate. 


The  Most  Terrible  Area. 

The  most  terrible  area  in  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire is  that  of  Blaina  and  Nantyglo, 
with  3,000  unemployed  and  about  1,000  at 
work.  The  awful  housing  conditions  of  the 
damp  underground  dwellings  show  the 
tragedy  of  poverty  and  the  terrors  of  capi- 
talism. Many  hundreds  of  the  men  in  the 
district  were  unemployed  before  the  lock- 
out of  the  miners.  In  *the  Ebbw  Vale, 
Blaina,  and  Abcrtillery  districts  there  are 
S.nr.  - ’ p /Miilnvud.  Tn  ti  e whole  of  the 
Bed  hi  m<  1.  ..  nu*u  ' ■>  . . . 1. 

npT>-.  ximatcly  t?,ooo.  Although  a rate  of 
9s.  in  the  pound  has  been  levied  for  poor- 
law  relief,  this  amount  in  the  aggregate  is 
ridiculously  inadequate — even  if  it  could  be 
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GOT  OUR  MESSAGE?  i 


THE  PRICE  OF  THE 
"CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS 
IS  NOW  REDUCED  BY 
SIXPENCE  PER  DOZEN 


Every  effort  should  be  made  to  increase  orders, 
so  that  the  movement  may  forge  ahead  in  spite 
of  present  difficulties  in  the  industrial  world. 


collected.  Members  of  the  Bedwellty 
Guardians  have  publicly  stated  they  are 
prepared  to  follow  the  lead  of  Poplar  and  go 
to  prison  before  they  will  admit  that  unem- 
ployed miners  can  be  held  responsible  to  pay 
rates  ridiculously  and  utterly  beyond  their 
means  or  that  tradespeople,  with  whom  the 
rise  and  fall  of  their  prosperity  is  bound  up, 
can  be  held  to  bear  an  added  burden.  Bcd- 
welltv  Union,  with  12,000  names  on  its  relief 
books,  stands  out  as  the  most  hard-hit 
Union  in  the  area.  The  present  debt  of  the 
Union  is  approximately  £'100,000,  and  the 
Bedwellty  rates  are  35s.  in  the  pound ! 
Four  out  of  the  six  collieries  at  Blaina  have 
not  been  working  for  months,  and  because 
the  local  Council  cannot  raise  the  necessary 
money  to  claim  a grant  from  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  no  relief  schemes  arc  in  hand. 


The  Workers’  Bulwark. 


The  co-operative  movement  has  been 
badly  hit,  but  it  is  unquestionable  that  tha 
assistance  rendered  to  members  by  all  the 
societies  in  the  area  has  materially  relieved 
the  situation  of  members  of  the  societies. 
For  many  months  a number  of  the  societies 
have  established  a credit  system  on  a family 
basis,  and  there  has  been  a continuous  raid 
on  share  capital  and  penny  bank  savings, 
but  there  is  no  society,  in  the  coalfield  tut 
what  is  solvent. 

The  Blaina  Society,  which'  has  branches 


\ee 


at  Brynmawr,  Llanelly  Hill,  Nantyglo.  r 
Blaina,  Abertillery,  Six  Bells,  Llanhilleth,  cj 
Crumliu,  Newbridge,  Risca,  Cross  Keys,  n 
Abercam,  and  Cwmbran — all  of  which  i; 
places  have  a large  proportion  of  uuem-  * 
ployed — has  a membership  of  10,000,  repre-i. 
senting  not  less  than  .u.ooo  people  in  tlicn^ 
Monmouthshire  Valleys  who  are  dependemj  j 
on  the  society  for  their  food  supplies.  In  .1 
conversation  with  Mr  Fred  Alhay,  the-  hi 
general  manager,  he  tolc  me  that  the  societ . 
has  given  credit  to  th<  extent  of  approxi-  t 
mately  £50,000,  and  tew  -fifths  of  the  mew-  i 
bers  have  withdrawn  share  capital  to  {he  „ 
extent  of  £90,000.  When  the  miners’  lock-  ,, 
out  occurred  the  she  \ capital,  amounted  to 
£249,000,  and  the  amount  in  the  penny  j 
bank  totalled  £59,000.  Of  this.  £130,000  i, 
has  been  paid  out  to  members. 


“ We  wonder, 
terrible  fwd  d> 


cy 


Members  have  odi.o.i 
and  I am  sure  that  m 
co-operative  society 


1,  “ in  view  of  tin  jj, 
a vnd.jtions  that  v 
cations  rci  c.  • u! 
c m their  societ; 
it  not  been  for  tl 
drese  valleys  l lie 


spirit  of  revolution  amongst  the  members 
would  have  been  considerably  accentuated 
The  knowledge  that  wc  wore  stand inee 
behind  them  gave  them  confidence.”  - 


No  Single  Society  Jeopardised. 

The  Blaenavon  Society  is  orofla.bly  the  , 
worst  hit  society  in  Ninth  Wales.  Tin's  , 
district  is  totally  dependent  on  the  steel  in- 
dustry  which,  since  the  Armistice,  has  been  j 
but  intermittently  employed,  and  most  of  t 
the  members  have  been  idle  for  twelve  J 
months.  Whereas  the  members  of  the 
Rhondda  societies  are  almost  totally  depen- 
dent on  the  coal  industry,  and  these  socio-  , 
ties  have  been  called  upon  to  face  unprece- 
dented strain  upon  their  resources,  the 
Swansea  Society  has  also  been  badly  lut 
because  of  the  dependence  of  its  members  on,  ^ 
so  many  industries  whose  prosperity  is 
bound  up  in  the  success  of  the  mining  indus- 
try— particularly  shipping.  Some  societies, 
notably  Treharris  and  Cardiff,  have  r.ot  been 
called  upon  to  face  Uv  same,  situation  a v 
most,  although  in  Cardi.f  there  are  not  less 
than  10,000  unemployed.  Generally,  how- 
ever, there  have  been  great  demands  on  a 
great  movement,  and  the -C.W.S.  has  ren- 
dered generous  assistance. 

In  spite  of  the  tcrrio'.e  .sti^s  which  has 
called  for  the  most  generous  treatment  of 
distressed  members  the  stability  of  not  a 
single  society  in  South  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire has  been  jeopardised,  due  to  the 
policy  followed  in  good  times  in  depreciat- 
ing the  property  of  the  societies. 

When  the  present  depression  has  passed 
there  will  be  a full  and  .rank  recognition  by 
the  workers  of  the  great  services  rendered; 
by  the  co-operative  movement  in  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire.  At  110  previous 
period  in  the  history  of  the  co-operative 
movement  have 'the  workers  in  the  South 
Wales  coalfield  recognised  their  community 
of  interest  in  the  movement  as  they  do  uov 
and  the  co-operative  spirit  which  has  pr 
gressed  but  comparatively  slow  in  the  pas' 
will  make  a big  bound  forward  and  liclj 
towards  the  final  overthrow  of  the  present 
system  which  has  been  responsible  for 
misery,  poverty,  and  the  degradation  ol  th.- 
wealth  producers* 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


J ANT- ART  7,  1922. 


INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  AND 


IS 


THE  ALLIANCE. 


CO-OPERATIVE  EDUCATION 

BEING  STARVED? 


C.W.S.  POSITION  CLEARLY  DEFINED. 

A FURTHER  REPLY  TO  MR.  MAY. 


DIFFICULTIES  THE  C.  E.  C.  HAVE  TO  MEET. 

SOME  REMINDERS  TO  MR.  REEVES. 


(FROM  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PRESS  AGENCY.) 


IT  is  all  very  well  for  Mr.  Henry  J.  May  to 
snap  his  fingers  in  the  air  and  repudiate  our 
authority  to  speak,  on  behalf  of  the  C.W.S. , 
as  he  does  in  your  issue  of  December 
-4th.  But  this  will  not  do.  and  we  decline 
to  permit  it  to  go  unnoticed.  When  he 
adopted  the  superior  attitude  of  disdaining 
what  he  calls  anonymity  he  ought  to  have 
realised  that  on  a subject  so  important  as 
that  of  international  co-operative  trade  we 
were  expressing  the  organised  opinion  of  the 
C.W.S.  directorate. 

He  should  to  have  perceived  that  an  official 
statement  was  in  no  way  anonymous.  He 
compares  our  contribution  to  that  of  “A 
Plain  Co-operator  ” in  a way  that  might  lead 
your  readers  to  assume  that  ours  was  not 
exactly  an  example  of  super-taste.  But  it 
may  be  that  your  readers  have  no  idea  of  the 
free-lanqe  manner  in  which  he  spread  him- 
self in  the  pages  of  the  “ International 
Bulletin,"  which  is  distributed  among 
co-operators  of  importance  in  all  parts  of 
Europe.  He  ridiculed  the  attitude  of  the 
j C.W.S.  towards  international  trading,  and 
whilst  his  observations  were  not  only  not 
true  to  fact,  they  were  distinctly  anti- 
British. 

It  has  been  deemed  necessary  to  reply 
officially  to  Mr.  May’s  article  in  the 
“ News  ” of  December  24th,  in  which  he 
comments  upon  an  interview  with  Mr. 
Golightly.  We  dp  not  see  what  good  can 
be  done  by  continual  hints  that  co-operative 
commercialism,  as  carried  on  by  the  C.W.S., 
is  bereft  of  ideals  and  can  have  no  ideals. 
This  kind  of  cheap  criticism 'may  be  attrac- 
tive to  some  noople/br.  in  face  cr  the  hi, story 
of  the  C.W.S.  it  is  surely  not  at  all 
justifiable. 

Mr.  May  has  also  endeavoured  to  show  in 
his  various  contributions  that  the  Wholesale 
directors  are  opposed  to  the  work  of  the  Co- 
operative Union.  Mr.  Golightly  and  bis 
colleagues  desire  to  express  their  firm  denial 
of  this  unfair  charge.  The  C.W.S.  Board 
are  among  the  strongest  supporters  of  the 
aims  and  propaganda  of  the  Union,  and  are 
the  largest  contributors  to  its  funds,  "‘here 
has  never  been  any  intention  (however 
actions  may  have  been  misinterpreted),  to 
convey  to  the  movement  any  other  impres- 
sion but  that  of  the  keenest  sympathy  with 
the  functions  of  the  Union. 

It  was  entirely  misleading  to  indicate  that 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance  in- 
itiated the  first  meeting  of  the  National 
Wholesale  Society  representatives  in  London, 
in  August  of  1919,  as  is  suggested  in  your 
correspondent’s  latest  article.  The  truth 
was  that  the  Inter-Allied  and  Neutral 
Conference  in  Paris  had  decided  to  hold  a 
meeting  of  representatives  of  Wholesale 
Societies  in  London.  The  fact  that  the  I.C.  A. 
was  the  medium  through  which  the  meeting 
was  called,  does  not  entitle  it  to  claim  that 
it  was  the  initiator  of  the  proposition. 

There  has  never  been  two  ideas  in  the 
minds  of  the  British  Wholesale  Societies' 
representatives  with  respect  to  their  true 
relationship  towards  the  international  trad- 
ing movement,  or  that  towards  the  I.C.A. 
They  have  proceeded  in  one  consistent  course, 
and  we  can  assure  Mr.  May  they  intend  to 
pursue  this  despite  his  Strenuous  efforts, 
in  various  forms,  to  bring  jthe  British  -move- 
ment in  line  with  the  Continental  idea. 
This  was  made  quite  clear  in  a letter  to 
the  I.C.A.  so  far  back  as'  April  2nd,  1919, 
in  respect  to  the  creation  of  an  “ Inter- 
Allied  Co-operative  Committee.”  The 
British  Wholesale  directors  then  made  it 
plain  that  the  purely  trading  business  should 
be  arranged  and  conducted  directly  between 
the  various  Wholesale  Societies  concerned. 

To  show  that  the  C.W.S.  has  always- had 
this  in  mind,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  French 
delegates  at  Carlisle  Co-operative  Congress 
(these  being  Messrs.  Poisson,  Cleuet,  and 
Thomas)  made  a strong  appeal  to  the  C.W.S. 
to  join  a conference  at  Paris  “ to  consider 
the  establishment  of  commercial  relations 
between  the  Wholesale  Societies  of  various 
nations."  This  was  in  June  of  1919.  The 
C.W.S.  replied  to  this  appeal  on  June  25^ 


of  the  same  year,  and  agreed  to  join  a "purely 
trading ''•committee."  In  response  to  this, 
Mr.  Poisson  wrote  on  July  4th,  making  it 
quite  clear  that  a committee  had  been 
appointed  for  the  consideration  of  questions 
relating  to  international  trading,  the  com- 
mittee to  be  composed  exclusively  0/  repr- 
esentatives of  the  Wholesale  Societies. 

And  so  the  British  attitude  was  adopted 
and  maintained.  A meeting  of  represen- 
tatives qf  Wholesale  Societies  was  duly 
held  iu  London  on  August  20th,  1919,  at 
which  the  view  of  the  British  Wholesale 
Societies  was  re-emphasised — that  is,  they 
could  only  continue  connection'  with  the 
Trading  Committee  if  the  I.C.A.  was  cut 
clean  away  from  the  trading  section.  Could 
anything  have  been  more  precise  ? The 
meeting  agreed  to  this,  in  fact.  It  was 
from  this  time  and  on  this  understanding 
that  the  British  Wholesale  Societies  became 
actively  associated  with  the  International 
Trading  Sub-Committee. 

The  consistency  of  the  British  societies 
can  be  categorically  shown.  There  was  a 
special  committee  appointed  at  the  London 
meeting  which  submitted  a report  to  a 
meeting  of  the  full  committee  at  Geneva  in 
April  of  1920.  Five  proposals  were  con- 
sidered, and  the  desire  to  .keep  the  trading 
section  to  function  separately  was  adopted, 
although  a connecting  link  has  been 
established  between  the  two  bodies,  whereby 
the  Trading  Committee  will  report  its  pro- 
gress to  the  I.C.A.  annually.  This  has  been 
carried  out,  and  the  arrangement  will  be 
continued  in  future. 

After  all  this  had  been  specifically'  laid 
down,  Herr  Kaufmann  comes  forward  with  a 
proposal  for  inter-representation  between 
the  two  organisations — the  I.C.A.  and  the 
Wholesales'  Trading  Committee — t bus 

creating  the  hone  of  contention  on  which 
Mr.  May  bases  his  arguments  against  all 
that  had  previously  transpired.  This  simply 
re-opened  an  old  controversy  which  had 
been  settled,  and  on  which  settlement 
the  British  Wholesale  Societies  consented 
to  take  part  in  the  international  trading 
movement.  It  cut  across  all  agreements 
that  had  been  arrived  at  heretofore. 
It  might  as  well  be  repeated,  that  if 
this  proposal  had  been  persisted  in,  the 
British  Wholesale  Societies  would  have 
adhered  to  views  which  they  considered 
fundamental  to  the  success  of  trading  on 
sound  business  hues,  and  severed  their 
connection  with  the  effort  to  establish 
international  trading.  We  also  repeat  that 
this  was  the  danger  to  which  Mr.  Golightly 
alluded,  and  nqt  that  of  association  with  the 
I.C.A.,  which  Mr.  May  contrives  to  weave 
into  the  subject,  and  thus  misrepresent  Mr. 
Golightly 's  meaning  and  attitude. 

We  desire  to  state  quite  frankly  that  if 
the  conditions  on  which  the  C.IF.S.  joined 
the  international  trading  movement  arc  altered, 
on  the  lines  suggested  by  Mr.  May,  the  C.IK.S. 
will  be  necessarily  compelled  to  resume  their 
former  position  and  cease  active  connection  with 
international  trading.  Mr.  May  may  accept 
this  as  absolutely  official.  We  feel  it  will  be 
agreed  there  is  ample  representation  of 
the  I.C.A.  on  the  Wholesale  Societies' 
Trading  Committee,  when  out  of  eight 
members  six  of  them  are  representatives 
also  of  the  I.C.A.  These  are  Mr.  Goedhart 
(of  the  Netherlands,  president  of  the  I.C.A.), 
Mr,  Serwy  (Belgium),  Mr.  A.  J.  Cleuet 
(France),  Mr.  Johanssen  (Sweden),  Mr.  R. 
Stewart  (Scotland),  and  Dr.  Suter  (Switzer- 
land). All  will  readily  admit  that  these 
• gentlemen  are  fully  capable  of  protecting  the 
interests  of  the  I.C.A.  on  the  Trading  Com- 
mittee, and  of  promoting  those  ideals  which 
Mr.  May  seems  to  think  the  British  Wholesale 
directors  have  lost  or  forgotten.  Surely  no 
further  representation  is  needed  from  the 
I.C.A. 

The  development  of  international  co- 
operative trade  is  not  going  to  be  an  easy 
task,  and  we  can  safely  say  that  the  C.W.S. 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


BY  F.  HALL,  M.A.,  B.COM. 


• 

The  statement  embodied  by  Mr.  Reeves  in  his 
recent  article,  “ Are  Co-operators  Neglecting  the 
Rising  Generation?”  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Reeves,  on  behalf  of  his  committee,  to  the  Cen- 
tral Education  Committee,  who  considered  it  at 
their  first  subsequent  meeting.  It  is  a pity  that 
Mr.  Reeves  did  not  wait  for  the  observations  of 
the  Central  Education  Committee  upon  his 
memorandum  before  sending  the  statement  to 
the  press.* 

Mr.  Reeves  is  an  enthusiast,  and  his  assistanoe 
in  stimulating  interest  in  work  among  juuior  co- 
operators  is  welcome;  but  even  enthusiasts 
should  recognise  facts  and  avoid  misleading  state- 
ments. At  many  of  the  Summer  Schools  there 
have  been,  in  addition  to  the  general  courses, 
special  courses  of  lectures  and  classes  for 
teachers;  whilst  conferences  for  the  discussion 
of  teachers’  difficulties  have  been  arranged  by  the 
Central  Education  Committee  and  by  educational 
associations;  and  societies  have  arranged  classes, 
conferences,  and  courses  of  lectures  for  teachers. 
Mr  Reeves’  statemont  that  these  workers  are 
left  severely  alone  is  in  conflict  with  facts. 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  these  workers  struggle 
on  without  encouragement  or  helpful  advice. 
Mr.  Reeves,  as  a secretary,  should  know  that 
the  Central  Education  Committee  issue  an 
educational  programme  which  contains  sugges- 
tions for  teachers  of  junior  classes;  he  should 
know  that  there  are  pamphlets  dealing*Vith 
teaching  and  work  among  junior  co-operators; 
that  a page  of  notes  for  teachers  is  included  in 
each  number  of  the  “ Co-operative  Educator,” 
and  that  no  teacher  who  writes  to  the  Central 
Education  Committee  for  advice  or  help  is  ever 
refused. 

Teachers  Badly  Equipped? 

Mr.  Reeves  says  that  our  teacher  are  badly 
equipped  both  in'  training  and  outlook.  Does 
Mr.  Reeves  know  the  conditions  which  prevail 
in  many  societies?  Does  he  know  that  in  many 
cases  there  is  no  money  to  pay,  or  adequatelv 
to  pay,  trained  teachers,  and  that  the  work  is 
in  many  cases  a work  of  love  undertaken  by 
simple  and  homely  people  who  may  be  un- 
trained, but  who  do  work  that  would  not  be 
done  if  they  did  not  do  it?  In  other  places 
trained  teaohers  from  elementary  and  secondary 
schools  are  engaged.  They  are  considered  quali- 
fied for  public  schools,  but  are  apparently  not 
qualified  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Reeves  for  work 
among  junior  co-operators.  Mr.  Reeves  is. 
probably  generalising  from  an  incomplete  know- 
ledge of  the  conditions  prevailing  in  parts  of 
the  country  other  than  London.  Assuming  for 
the  moment  that  Mr.  Reeves’  sweeping  general- 
isation regarding  equipment  and  training  is 
correct,  let  me  ask  him  if  he  has  overlooked  the 
fact  that  the  Central  Education  Committee  have 
tried  to  develop  the  training  of  teachers?  If  he 
will  read  the  official  pamphlet  on  the' Co-opera- 
tive College  he  will  find  that  one  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  the  establishment  of  a Co-operative 
College  is  urged  is  the  need  for  a training  centre 
for  co-operative  teachers.  Now  Mr.  Reeves  is 
the  educational  secretary  of  the  Woolwich 
Society,  and  no  society  has  done  more  than  his 
own  to  retard  the  development  of  this  centre 
for  training  co-operative  teachers.  Why  should 
he  blame  the  Central  Education  Committee  for 
neglect  when  his  own  society  places  difficulties 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

is  ever  willing  to  consider  seriously  the  advice 
and  assistance  that  any  co-operator  in  the 
land  can  render,  and  any  substantial  aid 
from  Mr.  May  will  be  as  heartily  welcomed. 
In  the  course  of  years  the  C.W.S.  has  ac- 
quired a deal  of  knowledge,  and  piled  up 
hard  facts,  with  regard  to  international 
trading,  and  the  movement  is  asked  to  grant 
them  the  opportunity,  at  least,  of  judging 
which  course  to  take  at  present  in  the 
interests  of  British  societies,  It  is  surely 
not  necessary  to  spend  time  In  trying  to 
convince  Mr,  May  that  the  directors  of  the 
C.W.S,  thoroughly  embrace  the  spirit  und 
purpose  of  internationalism,  but  they  believe, 
at  the  same  time,  that  when  this  is  extended 
to  actual  trading  operations,  much  more 
benefit  will  be  derived  from  men  and  idealists 
with  practical  experience,  than  from  men 
and  idealists  swayed  too  much  by  elastic 
theories. 


in  the  way?  Mr.  Reeves  6ays  that  lack  of  suit* 
able  apparatus  is  one  of  the  teacher’s  difficul- 
ties. Does  he  not  realise  that  the  Central  Edu- 
cation, Committee  must  have  the  apparatus— an 
this  ease  a college — if  they  are  to  do  the  work 
properly?  Mr.  Reeves  says  that  the  teaching 
iu  juuior  classes  is  as  dull  as  ditch-water. . Ho 
must  have  been  unfortunate  in  the  classes  he 
has  sampled.  I can  show  him  classes  that  are 
full  of  interest,  classes  whose  membership  has 
increased  as’  tho  session  has  advanced,  and 
whose  members  have  passed  resolutions  urging 
that  there  should  be  no  break  in  tho  class-work 
even  for  Christmas  holidays.  This  could  hardly 
happen  if  the  classes  were  as  dull  as  ditch-water. 

\ 

What  About  Apparatus? 

On  the  question  of  a-pparatus,  too,  Mr. 
Reeves  is  probably  unaware  that  tho  Central 
Education  Committee  have  gone  into  the 
question  of  apparatus  and  pictures  for  junior 
classes.  In  pursuance  of  this  investigation, 
representatives  of  the  committee  paid  n visit  to 
the  works  of  manufacturers  of  school  apparatus, 
but  it  was  found  that  the  cost  was  too  great 
to  permit  of  anything  being  done ; nor  is  tho 
Central  Education  Committee  even  now  given 
funds  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  provide  “ class 
apparatus  and  lesson  notes  illustrated  by 
pictures  and  playthings  ” for  all  classes,  as 
suggested  by  Mr.  Reeves. 

Work  Among  Juniors. 

Mr.  Reeves  ignores,  though  he  knows,  what 
the  Central  Education  Committee  have  done  01* 
behalf  of  the  work  among  junior  co-operators. 
ThFee  years  ago^-th©  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee convened  in  Leeds  and  London  consulta-. 
tion  conferences  of  representatives  of  organisa- 
tions of  junior  co-operators,  and  also  held  con- 
ferences of  representatives  pf  education 
committees  to  consider  the  work  among  juniors. 
The  Committee  found  that  the  number  of  juuior 
organisations  was  very  small,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the'  greatest  need  was  to  get 
more  guilds  and.  circles  established.  To  this 
end  they  held  a special  committee  meeting  for 
the  discussion  of  a scheme  which  was  formu- 
lated, and  which  was  afterwards  made  the 
basis  of  discussion  at  sectional  conferences  in 
■various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
results  have  justified  the  action  taken.  There 
has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  circles  formed,  and  for  6ome  time  now  the 
members  of  the  Central  Education  Committee 
have  been  considering  the  taking  of  further 
steps.  A month  or  two  ago  they  decided  that 
the  circles  and  guilds,  now  more  numerous, 
should  be  again  called  together,  and  that  these 
consultations  should  be  followed  on  the  same 
day  by  conferences  of  education  committees. 
These  consultations  and  conferences  are  to  be 
held  during  the  next  moijfch. 

This  statement  may  appear,  in  6ome  senses, 
an  excuse  for  inaction.  It  is  not  intended  as 
such,  but  it  is  a protest  against  Mr.  Reeves’ 
imputation  that  the  Central  Education -Com- 
mittee are  inactive  or  indifferent  to  this  work. 
The  Central  Education  Committee  have  not 
control  over  local  committees.  The  Central 
Education  Committee  can  only  stimulate,  urge, 
and  cajole  local  education  committees  to  take 
action.  These  committees  sometimes  Iftck 
interest  and  perception  in  regard  to  work 
among  junior  co-operators,  hut  very  often  they 
lack  rooms  and  funds ; and  Mr.  Reeves  does  nob 
make  any  suggestion  for  dealing  with  these 
fundamental  difficulties.  The  Central  Education 
Committee  may  even  provide  apparatus  and 
teachers’  notes,  but  they  cannot  control  the 
appointment  of  teachers  or  insist  upon  societies 
organising  their  young  people  in  a particular 
way  or  even  in  any  way.  The  work  among 
juniors  requires  to  he  developed,  and  any  sag* 
gestions  or  help  that  Mr.  Reeves  or  other  in- 
terested co-operators  can  contribute  is  welcomed 
by  the  Central  Education  Committee,  but  is  it 
wise  of  Mr.  Reeves  to  weaken  the  influence  and 
authority  of  the  Central  Education  Committee 
bv  implying  neglect — and  that  without  justifi- 
cation—when  the  committee’s  greatest  difficulty 
is  to  persuade  local  committees  to  interest  them- 
selves iu  the  work  umong  juniors?  Would  ho 
not  have  done  better  to  have  urged  local  com- 
mittees to  greater  effort  in  realising  possibilities 
that  arc  at  present  within  their  reach? 


Jantjart  7,  1922. 
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YEARS  OR  MONTHS? 


APPRENTICESHIP  PROBLEM  A CASE  FOR  INQUIRY. 


By  HARFORD  WILLSON. 


THE  POLITICAL  ARENA  IN  1921 


Kf' 


SOME  NOTABLE  INCIDENTS  AT  WESTMINSTER. 


BY  OUR  PARLIAMENTARY  CORRESPONDENT. 


Sooner  or  later — and  in  the  interests  of 
all  concerned  it  might  as  well  he  sooner  — 
British  industry  will  have  to  solve  the 
apprenticeship  problem. 

Like  other  problems  the  war  is  responsible 
for  bringing  the'  question  forward  in  its 
present  form.  As  everyone  knows,  thou- 
sands of  men  came  back  from  the  wars 
unfitted  lor  the  resumption  of  their  former 
avxications.  The  Ministry  of  Labour  has 
endeavoured  to  help  these  men  by  giving 
them  a practical  training- in  other  eralts,  so 
that  they  may  be  able  to  re-enter  the  indus- 
trial field  and  earn  a living  for' themselves. 
These  training  centres  arc  to  lie  found  all 
over  the  country.  The  other  day  the 
Minister  of  Labour  visited  the  one  which 
was  opened  some  ten  months  ago  at  Preston. 
He  was.  full  of  praise  for  the  work  which  v.  as 
being  done  at  that  institution.  Everyone 
who  saw  it,,  said  Dr.  Macnantara,  must 
admire  the  high  quality  of  the  work  and  the 
skill  employed.  When  the  ex-service  men 
left  that  training  centre  they  were  first-class 
craftsmen,  and  their  work  would  bear  com- 
parison with  the  highest  and  best  in  the 
country. 

These  men  are  being  trained  as  cabinet- 
makers, French-polishers,  tailors,  eoach- 
lmildcrs,  mechanical  engineers,  arid  in  other 
skilled  crafts.  In  six  mortths  they  become 
first-class  workmen,  whose  skill  will  com- 
pare with  the  best  to  be  found  elsewhere. 
In  six  months'!  And  in  most  of  the  trades 
named  the  usual  apprenticeship  in  the  indus- 
trial world  is  six  years  ! 

It  is  true,,  of  course,  that  the  trainees  (to 
use  the  ugly  official  term),  after  completing 
their  course  of  instruction  arc  expected  to 
be  employed  by  outside  firms  as  improvers, 
and  not  as  fully-qualified  craftsmen,  it  is 
also  true  that  employers  do  not  offer  these 
improverships  as  freely  as  the  scheme 
demands,  and  that  the  Ministry  has  had  to 
’ employ  canvassers  to  secure  a better 


response.  But  it  is  also  true  that  the 
trainees  have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  the 
old  methuds  arc  in  need  of  revision. 

If  a former  blacksmith  can  become  an 
expert,  or  even  a passable  cabinet-maker  in 
six  months,  coming  to  his  new  work  com- 
paratively late  in  life,  why  should  it  be 
necessary  for  anyone  who  has  never  been 
anything  but  a cabinet-maker  to  have  to 
spend  six  years  in  the  training?  If  by  a 
system  of  intensive  training  and  the  elimina- 
tion of  unnecessary  drudgery  it  is  possible 
to  take  a former  cotton  spinner,  instruct  him  ' 
in  tlic  use  of  woodworking  toois,  and  in 
half-a-year  find  him  producing  articles  of 
furniture  which  will  grace  the  average 
home,  and  will  stand  comparison  with  that 
done  in  the  ordinary  workshop,  should  not 
worksliop  methods  be  revised? 

Some  men  would,  never  learn  to  make  a 
pair  of  trousers  or  construct  a china  cabinet 
or  build  a coach  body  in  sixty  years.  Others 
might  learn  how  to  make  a c-okt  or  a chair  in 
six  weeks.  But,  as  a general  rule,  six 
months  is  either  too  short  a period  to  learn 
a trade — much  too  short,  or  six  years  is 
much  too  long  ! Which  ? 

One  of  two  tilings  is  happening.  Either 
the  men  who  arc  being  trained  in  skilled 
trades  in  six  months  are  not  being  properly 
(and  efficiently  trained,  in  which  case  Dr. 
Macnamara  misdescribes  them  as  “ skilled 
craftsmen.”  Or  thousands  of  youths  are 
wasting  valuable  years  which  might  be 
devoted  to  more  useful  purpose ; and  lime, 
expense,-  and  energy  are  being  needlessly 
thrown  away. 

Six  years  or  siN:  months — which?  I am 
offering  no  opinion.  I am  merely  stating 
that  it  is  a case  for  inquiry. 

Though,  I npght  add,  ail  I was  permitted 
to  learn  during  a seven  years’  apprenticeship 
in  a Lancashire  foundry  could  have  been 
effectively  taught  ill  a period  of  three 
months.  f 


OUR  LACK  OF  PUNCH. 


ANOTHER  CALL  FOR  IDEAS.. 


Bv  RANE  BEAU. 


Not  the  festive  bowl,,  nor  the  fisiic  bout,  ; 
but-  the  drive  of  powerful  ideas  forcibly 
expressed.  Unemployment  rife,  and  our 
only  response  a drop  in  dividends.  Thou- 
sands of  workless  pass  our  stores,  and  the 
only  idea  we  suggest,  '*  No  money  to  buy,” 
our  only  message,  “ Relief  vouchers  taken.” 

We  do  not  see  “ Labour  notes  taken 
Jierq,”  for,  as  Holyoake  says,  there  is  no 
example  of  a movement  so  simple,  neces- 
sary, and  popular,  as  the  Labour 

Exchanges,  becoming  so  very  dead.  The 
National  Equitable  Labour  Exchange  of 
Robert  Owen’s  day  is  dead  as  a door-nail. 
Almost  as  moribund  are  the  Labour 
Exchanges  of  our  day.  They  record  the 
workless,  ,but  gre  useless  as  a social  remedy. 

Here  is  a clear  call  to  us  who  so  often 
speak  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 
Is  the  vision  a mirage,  or  can  we  pioneer  the 
wanderers  in  the  industrial  descit?  ‘‘No 
Worts,-  no  bread,”  and  the  co-operator  is  not 
exempt  from  the  results  of  silent  workshops 
and  factories.  The  instinct  of  self-prcscr- 
v.ation  would  support  any  bold  and  well- 
devised  scheme  to  set  once  more  the  wheels 
of  commerce  moving. 

Public  opinion  is  difficult  to  mould,  and 
hard  to  capture,  with  a weekly  paper.  But 
the  task  is  not  insuperable,  given  an  idea 
that  would  corner  the  Government,  and  a 
publicity  campaign  with  real  punch  in  it. 

Let  us  view  the  factors.  Here  is  a State 
with  tremendous  potentialities  of  finance, 
and  within  it  a voluntary  association,  open 
to  all,  with  fields,  factories,  and  workshops 
all  waiting  development  to  the  full.  This 
latter  has  proved  its  worth  as  manufacturer 
and  prorider  to  the  former,  and  the  State 
within  a State  is  ready  and  willing  to  under- 
take bigger  things.  Cannot  some  of  our 
friends  be  asked  to  formulate  a plan  in 
which  the  initiative  and  direction  of  the 


whole  co-operative  movement  gpuld  assist 
the  State?  Prove  that  our  movement, 
backed  by  Government  credit,  can-  set* 
500,000  men  to  work  by  the  coming  spring, 
and  who  can  prevent  the  passing  of ' so 
beneficial  a measure. 

“ Food  or  wo  perish,  work  or  wc  die  ” 
might  be  turned  into  a co-operative  slogan, 
” Work  for  all,  and  food  for  each.”  Use 
the  windows  pf  our  stores,  our  vans,  our 
halls,  our  press,  to  proclaim,  ” Employment 
for  all.  Help  11s  to  help  the  Government.” 

When  the  deputation  waits  upon  the 
Government  with  the  scheme,  bombard 
M.P.’s,  use  the  press,  enlist  the  unem- 
ployed, and  sec  that  not  a single  maj*or  in 
the  country  is  ignorant  of  our  proposals  to 
create  employment. 

Plan  the  work  and  work  the  plan  for  all 
we  are  worth,  and  a vigorous  movement, 
that  hicle?  itself  too  often  behind  sides  of 
bacon  and  chests  of  tea,  will  strike  the 
imagination  and  stride* into  the  full’ light  of 
popular  favour. 


LABOUR  COPARTNERSHIP. 

The  report  of  the  Labour  Copartnership  Asso- 
ciation for  1920  states  that  the  striking  feature 
of  tbs  year  was  the  large  number  of  industrial 
copartnership  schemes,  about  forty,  which  were 
started — a number  now  increased  to  about  sixty. 
In  the  section  of  the  report  relating  to  Work- 
men’s Copartnership  Societies,  it  is  stated  that 
workmen  are  showing  interest  once  more  in  the 
idea  that  one  way  to  achieve  the  “ control  or 
labour,”  which  lornis  an  underlying  motive  of 
much  industrial  unrest,  lies  in  the  formation  of 
Copartnership  Productive  ^Societies.  The 
statistic  s given  do  not  come  beyond  1919,  hut 
they  show  sixty-three  so.  ieties  in  that  yes:  with 
£2.008,201  of  capital  against  sixty-eight  iu  1917 
with  £1,567,868  of  capital. 


In  taking  a retrospective  review  of  the  work  of 
Parliament  in  1921,  first  place  must  be  given  to 
the  victory  achieved  in  defeating  the  misohievous 
Corporation  Profits  Tax.  Following  the  effective 
work  of  the  special  committee  appointed,  and  the 
persistent  agitation  of  societies  throughout  the 
country,  the  movement  was  ablo  to  witness  the 
ignominious  defeat  of  the  Coalition  Government 
when  the  Report  Stage  of  the  Finance  Rill  was 
reached.  Sir.  J.  Kidd,  Member  for  Linlithgow^ 
secured  by  the  narrow  margin  of  two  votes  the 
carrying  of  an  amendment  which  provided  that 
" where  the  profits  are  profits  or  surplus  arising 
from  trading  with  its  own  members  of  a society 
registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident 
Societies  Acts,  no  tax  shall  ho  charged.’’ 

It  is  estimated  that  the  societies  will  save 
£.150,000  ns  a result  of  the  exemption.  Apart 
from  this  financial  gain  the  victory  was  a notable 
triumph  in  securing  a recognition  of  the  principle 
which  has  been  strenuously  fought  for  that  the 
surpluses  derived  from  mutual  trading  should  be 
exempt  from  taxation. 

It  i3  not  advisable  to  indulge  in  excessive  jubila- 
tion, for  in  the  glorious  uncertainties  of  politics 
a new  decision  may  be  arrived  at  when  tho  next 
Budget  is  presented.  There  is  now  an  agitation, 
on  behalf  of  the  all-powerful  Federation  of  British 
Industries,  for  an  abolition  of  the  Corporation  Profits 
tax,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  what  effect 
this  will  have  on  the  Government's  financial  pro- 
posals— that  is  provided  there  is  not  'a  general 
election  before  the  spring.  It  may  be  that-  the 
Chancellor,  faced  with  a heavy  deficit,  will  find 
some  other  way  of  robbing  “ the  co-operative  hen 
rcost.” 

New  Era  for  Ireland. 

On  the  credit  side  of  thcjjovernment’s  achieve- 
ment.must-  he  placed  the  new  measure  for  bringing 
peace  to  Ireland.  Cooperatois  will  welcome  this 
change  of  front,  belated  though  it  may  be,  in  the 
hope  that  the  movement  in  the  sister  isle  will 
now  have  a chance  of  renewing  its  beneficial  work, 
'and  of  taking  its  part  in  bringing  about  the  new 
era  of  peace  and  prosperity.  It  is  a remarkable 
achievement  that  the  greatest  measure  of  freedom 
ami  seli-govemuient  should  have  gained  the 
advocacy  of  politicians  who  in  tho  past  were 
defenders  of  a system  of  force  and  repression. 
The  task  has  been  rendered  additionally  arduous 
by  the  unreasonable  demands  of  extremists  on 
both  sides.  May  tho  now  regime  prove  the  social 
salvation  of  a country  whose  past  history  has  been 
•one  long  scries  of  muddle  and  misgovern ment. 

Broken  Election  Promises. 

The  other  portions  of  the  Government’s  record 
cannot  be  viewed  in  so  favourable  a light.  Tho 
specious  promises  held  out  to  the  electors  in  1918 
have  not  yet  materialised.  Beconetruction  is  still 
longed  for  and  lacking.  At  the  opening  of  the 
session,  the  Labour  Party  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  Address,  regretting  that  there  was  no  mention 
of  legislation  recognising  the  right  of  the  genuine 
-unemployed  to  work  or  adequate  maintenance. 
After  a two  days’  debate  ‘this  was  defeated  by 
262  to  81. 

# On  February  23rd,  tho  party  brought  forward 
its  own  Prevention  of  Unemployment  Bill,  but  this 
made  no  progress.  Subsequently  the  Government 
carried  an  Unemployment  Insurance  Bill,  which 
afforded  a temporary  measure  of  amelioration, 
but  was  inadequate  to  grasp  thoroughly  with  the 
problem  of  the  workless. 

On  the  discussion  of  the  Finance  Bill  the  Labour 
Party  gave  its  whole-hearted  support  to  the  amend- 
ments brought  forward  in  the  interests  of  the 
co-operative  movement,  nnd  , unsuccessfully 
attempted  to  abolish  the  tea  duty,  increase  certain 
abatements  from  income  tax,  allow  a widower 
abatement  in  respect  of  a housekeeper,  graduate 
the  income  tax,  and  reduce  the  tax  on  drink  sold 
in  clubs. 

Labour  Party's  Fights. 

A good  fight  was  put  up  by  the  Labour  Party 
against  tho  Safeguarding  of  Industries  Bill,  the 
German  Reparation  (Recovery)  Bill,  the  Bill  lo 
decontrol  tho  mines  at  the  end  of  March.  An 
important  point  waft  also  taken  in  the  debates  on 
housing.  The  party  introduced  a short  Bill  de- 
ferring the  1"  per  cent,  increase  of  rent  due  in  July 
for  a year,  but  the  Government  refused  to  grant 
the  necessary  facilities  for  the  measure. 

Tho  Party’s  Bill  to  provide  pensions  for  mothers 
was  reintroduced.  On  May  Uth,  a motion  was 
brought  forward  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
Old-Age  Pensions  Acts  should  be  amended  so  as 
to  enable  applicants  for  and  recipients  of  the  old- 


age  pensions  to  derive  tho  full  benefit  of  thcii' 
thrift  and  personal  provision  for  old  age  without 
reduction  of  or  disqualification  for  the  full  pension 
Repeated  protests  were  made  against  the  Govern- 
ment’s false  economy  on  education. 

Another  important  move  was  made  in  urgin 
the  Government  to  carry  out  their  obligation?] 
for  the  ratification  of  Tho  Washington  Laboul 
Conventions.  On  i)Iav  27 111.  Dr.  Macnamara  (th<| 
Labour  Minister)  moved  that  it  was  not  expedienl 
to  proceed  with  legislation  to  give  effect  to  tb 
Convention  on  Hours  of  Labour,  and  subsequent!,' 
tho  Ilouso  approved  of  tho  Government's  polio 
generally  respecting  the  Conventions  and  recom 
mendations  of  the  International  Labour  Conference 

Mr.  Waterson  s Work. 

From  personal  experience  I can  bear  tribut 
to  tho  faithful  and  conscientious  services  of  M 
A.  E.  Waterson,  tho  Co-operative  Member  fi 
Kettering.  It  is  impossible  to  anpraiso  this  wot- 
by  any  parade  of  figures.  As  a matter  of  interest, 
however,  it  may  ho  mentioned  that  between 
February  '15th  and  August  19th,  our  Membe 
asked  110  oral  questions  and  sixty- four  written 
questions.  His  speeches,  mainly  on  question 
affecting  the  workers  fill  forty-three  columns  cl 
Hansard  ; ho  voted  in  243  but  of  355  division 
In  addition,  Mr.  Waterson  took  up  with  variola 
departments'  matters  of  moment  to  many  elector? 
besides  putting  in  many  hours  as  a member  of  tin 
Telephone  Committee.  Ho  also  addressed  many 
meetings  in  his  own  division  and  at  various  c 
operative  gatherings  throughout  the  count  i 
During  the  year  he  paid  visits  to  Czecho-Blovak 
and  France. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Waterson  has  paid 
the  penalty  for  being  tho  only  Co-operative  Moi 
bcr.  His  services  have  been  in  request  ull  over  +ho 
pountry,  and  with  a comm  end  able  desire  to  i 
the  movement  to  tho  full  lie  has  undoubted  I 
endeavoured  lo  do  too  much.  Ho  will  bo  well 
advised  to  slow  down  for  a time.  After  a very 
hard  campaign  in  the  Kettering  Division,  M|' 
Waterson  has  been  laid  aside  by  illness  wbk|i 
compelled  him  to  cancel  his  immediate  enga; 
meats,  including  a -it  to  Scotland.  His  b 
of  friends  will  wki:  Mm  a speedy  and  permanen 
recovery  in  order  that  he  may  continuo  his  indis- 
pensable services  to  the  movement. 

Ministers'  Lip  Service. 

Although  in  recent  years  Ministers  have  beer 
eloquent  in  then'  eulogies  of  tho  eo-operaC 
movement,  these  commendations'  appear  to  bo  bu 
lip-service.  There  is  still  a failure  to  give  tin 
movement  that  recognition  which  its  strengll 
and  importance  merit.  At  a time  when  forcigi 
Governments  are  giving  full  recognition  of  tho 
co-operators’  rightful  place  in  tho  State,  Brit isl 
Ministers  still  stand  aloof  and  ignore  tho  larges 
bodyr  of  organised  consumers  in  the  kingdom 
The  existence  of  the  movement  seems  to  be  entire! 
forgotten  at  a time  when  important  committee 
are  being  set  up  dealing  with  commercial  matter, 
and  trade  development. 

There  appears  to  be  a fear  of  offending  the  vestc 
interests  so  closely  identified  with  the  Coalitioi 
Government  by  granting  any  concessions  lo  co 
operators.  This  matter  bos  been  persistently 
pressed  on  the  Government  by  the  Parliamentar 
Committee  without  any  satisfactory  redress. 

The  Appointment  of  Auditors. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  have  also  takei 
up  with  the  Treasury  the  question  of  the  nev 
regulations  which  have  been  issued  limiting  the  nev 
appointments  as  public  auditors  to  members  o 
one  of  the  Institutes  of  Chartered  Accountant 
or  of  the  Society  of  Incorporated  Accountant  tarn. 
Auditors,  and  preventing  any  person  acting  a 
auditor  who  may  he  employed  by  or  connects 
with  any  organisation  or  supervisory  body  pro 
moting  or  having  any  interest,  in  or  share  in  tb 
control  of  societies  registered  under  the  Acti 
So  far  the  efforts  of  the  Parliamentary  Committa 
to  obtain  a removal  of  those  restrictions  have  beei 
unsuccessful. 

The  facts  enumerated  iu  this  review  point 
the  need  of  political  action  in  protecting  the  i 
tercsts  of  the  movement,  and  every  prccauti  fl 
should  be  taken  with  a view  to  strengthening  O' 
forces  at  Westminster. 


"I  revel  in  the  ‘ Millgate,’  and  read  ii 
almost  from  cover  to  cover.  It's  my  favourite 
magazine  of  nil  on  the  market  in  this  ooun- 
try.” — A well-known  writer's  opinion. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Late  Mb.  Mookhouse. 


A MAN  OF  COURTEOUS 

NATURE. 

LOSS  TO  THE  C.W.S. 

DIRECTORATE. 

THE  LATE  MR.  MOORHOUSE. 


After  au  illness 
extending  over 
several  months. 
Councillor  T.  E. 
Moorliouse,  J.i\ 
(C.W.S.  director), 
passed  away  at  his 
home  at  Delph, 
near  Oldham, 
Sunday  afternoon. 
He  was  67  years  or 
age,  and  had  de- 
voted his  life  to 
the  service  ol  his 
follow  - men.  In 
fact,  there  was  no 
man  in  the  district 
more  esteemed 
than  Mr.  Moor- 
house.  His  popu- 
larity in  connection 
with  the  co-opera- 
ive  movement  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  only 
•nee  during  his  thirty-seven  years’  service  ns 
•resident  of  the  Delph  Society  has  he  been 
opposed.  Had  he  lived  he  would  again  have 
been  re-elected  to  the  position  at  the  society’s 
quarterly  meeting  on  Monday.  The  members 
of  the  soociety  feel  their  loss  very  keenly. 

Mr.  Moorhouse  was  a gentleman  of  kindly 
and  courteous  nature,  and  although  he  had 
almost  reached  the  allotted  span  of  years  his 
ideas  had  kept  pace  with  the  changing  times, 
and  he  was  ever  ready  to  realise  that  new  times 
required  new  methods.  In  politics  he  leaned 
towards  Labour,  and  was,  in  fabt,  one  of  the 
first  Labour  representatives  on  the  local  Urban 
District  Council. 

In  years  of  service  Mr.  Moorhouse  was  the 
oldest  of  the  C.W.S.  directors,  having  acted  in 
that  capacity  since  December,  1889.  During 
this  long  period  he  has  been  a member  of 
numerous  deputations  to  foreign  countries  on 
behalf  of  the  C.W.S.  Practically  speaking,  lie 
has  been  twice  round  the  world  on  C.W.S. 
missions.  One  of  his  latest  foreign  tours  was 
tq  Japan  in  August,  1919,  and  it  was  whilst  on 
C.W.S.  business  in  Belgium  last  year  that  he 
contracted  the  illness  which  led  to  his  end. 

Mr.  Moorhouse  had  quite  a good  story  to  tell 
of ‘his  visit"  to  Japan.  The  mission  was  one  of 
investigation  as  well  as  one  for  immediate 
business,  and  the  deputation  believed  they  had 
been  successful  in  both. 

On  the  way  out  to  the  land  of  the  " Rising 
Sun  ” tho  deputation  spent  some  time  in 
Canada,  and  various  members  addressed  public 
meetings  in  different  places  on  behalf  of 
co-operation.  Before  they  left  England  they 
had  some  idea  df  the  progress  the  movement 
was  making  in  Canada,  and  they  were  naturally 
delighted  to  find  what  a good  grip  co-operation 
had  secured  in  “ Evangeline’s  ” country. 

A native  of  Delph,  Mr.  Moorhouse  was  first 
& handloom  weaver  and  afterwards  a reporter 
on  the  staff  of  the  “Ashton  Reporter.”  He  was 
one  of  fch.e  oldest  members  of  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute  and  also  one  of  the  trustees,  and  it  is 
recorded  that  when  he  acted  as  librarian  he 
read  every  book  in  the  library  twice  through. 

In  many  directions  Mr.  Moorhouse  has 
rendered  valuable  public  service  fo  tho 
district.  As  a member  of  the  Saddleworth 
Board  of  Guardians  he  served  for  twenty  years, 
until  C.W.S.  claims  made  it  necessary  for  him 
to  retire.  For  the  long  period  of  twenty-seven 
years  he  hae  been  a member  of  the  Saddleworth 
District  Council,  and  in  1919  his  excellent  ser- 
vices were  recognised  by  his  appointment  as  a 
county  magistrate  for  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire. He  has  also  acted  as  the  chairman  erf 
the  Housing  Committee  of  Saddleworth,  presi- 
dent of  the  Woollen  Weavers’  Textile  Associa- 
tion, and  chairman  of  the  Delph  Brass  Band. 

So  far  as  local  co-operation  is  concerned, 
Moorhouse  and  Delph  have  been  synonymous 
terms,  fpr  he  has  been  a member  of  the  society’s 
committee  since  December,  1883.  In  the 
December  of  the  following  year  he  was  elected 
chairman,  a position  which  he  retained  to  the 
end. 

One  of  his  latest  public  speeches  in  connection 
with  the  movement  was  made  at  the  Scar- 
borough Congress,  when  he  defended  the  action 
of  the  C.W.S.  in  regard  to  trade  with  Russia. 

“ WhiUt  we  sympathise  with  Russia,”  he  said, 

“ and  believe  that  they  have  a better  Govern- 
ment than  in  days  gone  by,  we  want  them  to 
reconcile  their  own  differences.  If  we  send  out 
goods  in  your  name  we  must  have  a guarantee 
that  they  will  be  paid  for.  ...  If  our 
friends  can  do  anything  to  bring  about  an 
understanding  there  will  be  no  one  better 
pleased  thanv  the  Co-operative  Whoelsalc 
Society’s  board.” 

The  funeral  took  place  on  Thursday  afternoon 
at  the  Independent  Church,  Delph. 


QUARTERLY  TO  MONTHLY. 

The  January  issue  of  “ The  Socialist  Review  ” 
marks  the  return  from  a qua  -rly  to  a monthly 
magazine.  This,  we  may  take  it,  is  another 
development  of  the  I.L.P.  crusade.  The  edi- 
torial notes  of  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald  are  ns 
trenchant  as  ever,  and  Bolshevism  is  apparently 
more  criticised  than  the  British  Coalition — or 
the  Parliamentary  Opposition  for  that  mutter. 
In  “ A Financial  Note  on  Disarmament,”  Mr. 
C.  Delisle  Burns  extracts,  from  tjio  financial 
accounts  for  the  current  year,  that  81.1  per  cent, 
°»  our  national  expenditure  was  for  war  services, 
aaid  1©,9  per  cent,  for  non-war  services. 


Ja^ttabt  7,  1922. 


CORPORATIONPROFITS  TAX 

“GROUP”  CONFERENCE  ARRANGED. 

Tnrj  societies  which  have  bepD  prominent  in 
tue  agitation  to  refuse  payment  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Profits  Tax,  and  which  decided  to  take  up 
a test  case  on  the  question  of  the  payment  of 
the  tax  for  1920  and  part  of  1921,  were  before 
the  Special  Commissioners  of  Income  Tax  on 
December  ,9th.  This  body  hears  all  preliminary 
appeals  against  assessments. 

The  group,  which  represents  between  110  and 
1L0  societies  with  a membership  of  a million, 
had  as  counsel  Messrs.  A.  M.  Bremnor  and 
James  Wyllie.  A good  deal  of  evidence  wan  put 
before  tho  Commissioners,  but  the  appeal  was 
not  successful. 

The  societies  aro  meeting  to-day  (Saturday) 
to  decide  what  further  steps,  if  any,  should  bo 
taken.  Notice  has.  however,  been  given  for  a 
hearing  iu  the  High  Court,  but  this  action  will 
have  to  be  confirmed  by  Saturday’s  meeting 
before  being  proceeded  with. 

In  putting  their  case  before  the  Commissioners 
the  societies  argued  that  the  amended  Act 
should  apply  to  1920,  the  first  year  the  tax  was 
imposed.  As  a matter  of  fact  the  Act  has  been 
made  to  apply  up  to  August  4th,  1921.  When 
the  amendment  was  passed  in  July  last  year 
the  “ group  ” suggested  that  the  Co-operative 
Union  should  approach  tho  Chanoellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  the  object  of  persuading  him 
to  make  tho  amendment  retrospective,  as  it  was 
believed  no  one  but  the  Chancellor  could  recom- 
mend the  House  of  Commons  to  take  such 
action. 


EMPLOYEE  PROPAGANDISTS 

[To  the  Editor  of  the  “ Co-opeeativb  News.”] 

Sto, — In  view  of  the  present  difficult  times  we 
are  passing  through,  and  the  need  to  utilise 
every . chance  to  meet  the  charges  now  being 
made  against  tho  oo-operative  movement,  I 
should  like  to  suggest  that  employees  should  be 
encouraged  to  do  their  best  to  deal  with  every 
pomt  that  is  put  forward  in  their  dealings  with 
customers. 

There  are  many  members  who  do  not  seem  will- 
ing to  approach  either  manager  or  committee 
with  their  little  grievances,  but  are  quite  willing 
to  have  a shot  at  the  man  behind  the  counter, 
which  in  a way  is  a very  good  thing,  as  we  want 
to  know  what  the  members  are  thinking,  and  to 
ejear  up  any  misunderstandings.  At  the  piesent 
time  our  competitors  are  offering  n $d.  here  and 
a $d.  there  to  lure  our  members  from  us.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  for  us  to  point  out  in  un- 
mistakable language  what  these  little  cuts  will 
cost  in  future  should  the  stores  cease  to  exist. 

If  an  employee  is  going  to  be  pulled  up  by 
those  in  authority  over  him  for  spending  a few 
minutes  of  working  time  explaining  matters  \ '.?  ? 

Those  who  devote  their  time  to  educational 
work  know  only  too  well  the  difficulty  of  getting 
members  to  attend  meetings;  but  wo  who  are 
behind  the  counter  meet  fliem  face  to  face  every 
day  and  know  the  splendid  ground  there  is  to 
work  upon  if  given  the  opportunity  to  do  so. 

In  conclusion,  I would  appeal  to  all  employees 
to  back  up  their  faith  in  the  movement  by 
spending  their  money  in  it.— Yours  faithfully 
. M.  C.  P.’ 


It  is  the  Only  Milk  Used 
in  Many  Homes 


TN  countless  homes  where  none 
i*-but  the  purest  foods  are  served, 
rich,  wholesome  Carnation  Milk 
has  satisfactorily  solved  the  milk 
and  cream  problem. 

To-day  these  families  buy  their  milk 
in  advance — a week’s  or  a month’s 
supply — with  their  groceries.  They 
use  Carnation  exclusively  because 
they  have  found  it  satisfies  every  milk 
and  cream  requirement  withoutwaste. 

You,  too,  will  find  that  Carnation  is 
the  only  milk  supply  you  need.  It 
is  pure,  full  cream  cows’  milk  evap- 
orated to  the  consistency  of  cream 
and  sterilised.  Nothing  is  added — • 
not  even  sugar. 

Use  this  convenient,  more  econo-* 
mical  milk  for  cooking,  baking  and 
drinking.  Buy  it  from  your  grocer. 
Write  for  a free  copy  of  the 
Carnation  Recipe  Book,  British 
Merchants  Inc.,  Ltd.,  Dept.  Y-10, 
29-30  Tower  Hill,  London,  E.C.3, 


. y:  Take  4 hard  boiled 

egss  and  chop  them  fine,  mixing 
with  a dessertspoon  of  flour  and  1 
of  finely  minced  parsley,  1 of 
cooked  ham  (minced),  1 tablespoon 
Carnation  Milk,  bits  of  butter  or 
margarine  and  1 egg.  Form  into 
balls,  dip  ioto  finely  sifted  bread 
crumbs,  and  fry  golden  brown. 

There  are  many  other  recipe* 
as  good  as  this  in  the  Carna- 
tion  Recipe  Book.  Send  for  It 


Carnation 

Milk 


‘From  Contented  Cows' 

Tha  label  is  red  and  white 


AMENDMENTS  FOR 

C.W.S.  MEETINGS. 

ENQUIRY  COMMITTEE  : DIRECTORS 
FEES. 

(1)  Amendments  to  Item  No.  7 (a)  on  tho  business  paper 

,9s£“*.  and  Little  Bolton  Co-operative  Sociotv  Ltd.  • 
1 hat  us  tbo  societies  associated  with  tho  S.C.W.fv 
have  decided  not  to  appoint  two  person*  to  make, 
up  the  number  of  tho  special  conuiiittee  to  investi- 
gate and  report  on  tho  administration  oed  manage. 

Lho  joint  C.W.S.  and  S.C.W.S.,  in  connection 
with  tiro  loss  as  shown  in  the  accounts  for  tho  half- 
year  ended  December  25th,  1920,  tho  investigation 
directed  by  tho  resolution  passed  ot  the  quarterly 
ffii*  society,  held  on  October  1st  and 
8th,  1921,  bo  not  proceeded  with,  but  that  the  special 
reports  of  tho  directors  and  auditors  submitted  to 
the  members'  meetings  bo  referred  for  further  oon- 
sideration  by  tho  directors  and  auditors  jointly,  and 
that  they  bo  empowered  to  take  such  steps  as  seem 
to  them  to  bo  called  for  by  the  circumstances  ret 
forth  in  the  reports,  and  report  further,  either  jointly 
or  separately,  to  the  next  quarterly  meeting." 

(b)  Eccles  Provident  Industrial  Co-operative  Society 
Limited  : " That  the  following  words  be  deleted 
'and  that  no  further  action  be  taken  In  the  matter,’ 
°¥?  following  words  substituted  but  that 
the  auditors  be  instructed  to  further  investigate  the 
whole  of  the  matters  referred  to  In  their  special  re- 
port, and  that  they  be  given  full  powers  to  investi- 
gate and  obtain  Buch  legal  or  other  assistance  «s 
they  may  deem  necessary  to  enablo  them  to  submit 
a complete  report  to  tho  next  general  meeting.’  ” 

(0)  Burslem  and  District  Industrial  Oo-operative  Society 
Limited : ” That  the  resolution  In  regard  to  tho 
special  committee  of  inquiry  passed  at  the  C.W  S 
quarterly  meetings,  held  October  1st  and  8th,  stands—’ 

. save  and  ex  cep*  that  portion  relating  to  the  Scottish 
Wholesale  Society — and  that  the  inquiry  proceed  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  English  C.W.S.  by  the  four 
persons  elected." 

(d)  Weston-super-Mare  and  District  Co-operetivo  Society 
Limited:  "Line  8,  delete  the  word  ’not’;  lines  8 
end  9,  delete  nil  words  after  ' with,'  and  odd  ‘ and 
that  the  four  elected  members  from  the  societies 
alb  Hated  to  tho  English  C.W.S.  be  and  ore  hereby 
authorised  to  proceed  at  ouoe  with  the  investiga- 
tion, and  that  aDy  resolution  inconsistent  therewith 
be  and  is  hereby  revoked.’  " 

, R.°y?1  AE^nal  Co-operative  Society  Limited 
(Woolwich):  "That  as  the  societies  associated  with 
the  Scottish  Wholesale  Society  have  decided  not  to 
appoint  two  persons  to  make  up  the  number  of  tha 
special  committee  to  investigate  and  report  on  tho 
administration  and  management  of  the  joint  English 
and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies  in  connection  with 
the  loss  as  shown  in  the  accounts  tor  the  half-year 
ended  December  25th,  1920.  the  investigation  directed 
bv  the  resolution  passed  at  tho  quarterly  meetings 
°f  'his  society,  held  on  October  1st  and  8th,  1021  1*1 
proceeded  with,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  members 
of  this  society,  and  that  the  special  committee 
authorised  by  the  resolution  above  referred  to  con- 
sist of  the  four  persona  oleoted  to  tho  special  com- 
mittee by  the  society  members.” 

(2)  Amendment  to  Item  No.  7 (b)  on  the  business  paper 

Pei/deton  Co-operative  Industrial  Society  Limited  : " That 

it  be  ari  instruction  to  the  directors  ot  the  C.W.S. 
that,  in  the  interest  of  the  movement,  all  employees 
of  the  C.W.S.  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  over — 
unless  they  are  bona  fide  members  of  a retuil  c.  - 
operative  society  or  otherwise  children  ot  member; 
of  a retail  oo-operative  society— bo  instructed  to  take 
up  membership  accordingly  within  one  month  from 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution." 

(3)  Amendments  to  Item  No.  7 (c)  od  the  business  paper  : — 

(a)  Liverpool  Co-operative  Society  Limited : " That  the 
salaries  of  the  directors,  auditors,  and  scrutim-ns 
be  reduced  7j  per  cent,  from  January  7th,  1922." 

(b) - Great  and  Little  Bolton  Co-operative  Society  Ltd  ■ 
” That  in  harmony  with  the  general  reduction  in 
wages,  which  is  general,  an<l  the  lowered  cost  of 
living,  the  salaries  of  directors  and  auditors,  but. 
not  scrutineers,  be  reduced  10  per  cent,  forthwith." 

(c)  London  Go-operative  Society  Limited  : " That  the 
salaries  of  directors,  auditors,  and  scrutineers  be 
reduced  15  per  cent,  forthwith." 

(d)  Eccles  Provident  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  : 
" That  the  salaries  of  the  directors  and  auditors  be 
reduced  on  similar  conditions  as  have  been  agreed 
upon,  and  as  may  be  further  agreed  upon  from  time 
to  time,  by  the  National  Union  of  Co-operativo 
Officials  (Manchester  district),  00  behalf  of  tho  mem- 
bers of  that  Union." 
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DEATH  OF  C.P.S.  DIRECTOR- 
RESULT  OF  MOTOR  ACCIDENT. 

It  is  with  regret 
that  we  announce 
the  death,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one, 
or  Mr.  Oswald 
Lees  (secretary  of 
the  Printing  So- 
ciety). It  will  be 
remembered  that 
Mr.  Lees  was 
knocked  down  by 
a motor  car  in 
Co  r poratioa- 
street,  Manches- 
ter, on  Decern  ber 
12tn,  whilst  he 
was  on  his  way  to 
a meeting  of  tho 
•Printing  Society’s 
directors.  H e 
was  taken  to  the 
Infirmary,  and  it 

he  had  sustained  a fractured 


The  Late  Mb.  0.  Lees. 


was  found  that 

skull.  He  never  really  regained  i 
and  passed  away  on  Wednesday, 
the  great  regret  of  his  many  friends. 

Ho  was  best  known  in  the  movement  through 
his  connection  with  the  Printing  Society,  which 
he  had  served  as  a director  sinoe  1878.  in  fact, 
he  waB  the  oldest  member  of  the  directorate, 
and  had  6een  -this  pioneer  co-operative  printing 
society  grew  considerably  in  usefulness.  On 
the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hayes  in  1912.  Mr. 
Lees  was  appointed  secretary,  and  he  filled  that 
post  with  anility  up  to  the  time  of  the  accident. 

His  native  district  is  Prestwich,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  society  there. 
He  joined  at  the  formation  oi  uie  oucieuy  iu 
Deoember,  1861,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
auditors,  vacating  the  position  to  be  a member 
of  the  committee  of  management,  and  after- 
wards being  elected  president.  About  fourteen 
years  ago  he  resigned  from  his  official  position, 
but  continued  taking  a lively  interest  in  th6 
welfare  of  the  society  he  had  helped  to  build  up, 
making  it  a point  to  be  present  at  each  quar- 
terly meeting  whenever  possible. 

He  was  laid  to  rest  in  St.  Margaret’s  Church- 
yard, Heaton  Park,  on  Saturday. 


Jajtoaay  7,  1922. 
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GOVERNMENT  NEGLECT  OF 

CO-OPERATION. 

REPORT  OF  DEPUTATION  TO  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 
THE  NEED  OF  A SPECIAL  GOVERNMENT  DEPARTMENT. 


As  briefly  recorded  in  the  “ Co-operative  Nows  " 
of  Deoember  24th,  a deputation  attended  from  tho 
Parliamentary  Committee  before  tho  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trado  on  December  16th,  in  support 
of  tho  proposal  that  there  Bhould  bo  a revival  and 
extension  of  the  co-operative  department  which 
formerly  existed  at  the  Board. 

The  deputation  comprised  Sir  Thomas  W.  Allen, 
Messrs.  Hugh  Campbell  and  W.  H.  Watkins,  with 
Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary),  and  was  received 
by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (tho  Right 
Hon.  Stanley  Baldwin,  M.P.),  who  was  accompanied 
by  Sir  Sydney  Chapman,  K.C.B.,  C.B.E.,  and  Mr. 
A.  W.  Flux,  C.B. 

The  deputation  was-  introduced  by  Sir  Thomas 
Allen. 

Mr.  Dent's  Useful  Work. 

Mr.  Alexander,  in  opening  the  case,  referred  to 
the  memorandum  previously  submitted  to  the 
President  (4  copy  of  whioh  is  appended),  and 
stated  that  what  they  were  seeking  was  a revival 
and  extension  of  the  Co-operative  Department 
whioh  formerly  existed  at  the  Board  of  Trade.  He 
outlined  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  inaugu- 
ration of  the  work  carried  on  at  the  Board  of  Trade 
by  Mr.  J.  J.  Dent  for  many  years,  and  emphasised 
the  value  of  the  statistical  and  general  information 
collected  being  available  through  a Government 
department  dealing  with  trading  activities.  When 
a separate  Ministry  of  Labour  was  established, 
the  work  was  transferred  to  that  Ministry,  and  when 
Mr.  Dent  resigned  in  1919,  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Congress  made 
representations  to  the  Minister  of  Labour,  not  only 
to  secure  the  appointment  of  a co-operative 
successor  to  Mr.  Dent,  but  also  a development  of 
the  work.  A successor  to  Mr.  Dent  had  been 
appointed,  but  was  permitted  to  give  only  a small 
fraction  of  his  time  to  matters  relating  to  co-opera- 
tion, and  even  this  work  was  now  being  transferred 
lo  the  Registry  of  Friendly  Societies.  There 
appeared  to  be  every  indication  that  the  Govern- 
ment's interest  in  co-operation  was  decreasing 
rather  than  increasing,  at  a time  when  the  Govern- 
ments of  other  countries  were  making  every  possible 
use  of  their  co-operative  organisations  in  con- 
nection with  national  reconstruction.  Mr. 
Alexander  drew  attention  to  incidents  which  seemed 
to  show  an  astounding  ignorance  on  the  part  of 
Government  departments  of  the  trading  opera- 
tions of  the  co-operative  movement,  and  the 
position  of  the  movement  in  the  social  and  economic 
life  of  the  nation ; notably  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  in  connection  with  the  supply  of  war 
materials,  and  later  with  regard  to  the  feeding 
of  the  people,  and  also  in  connection  with  the  setting 
up  of  military  tribunals.  This  apparent  ignorance 
led  to  6Uoh  treatment  of  the  movement  as  to  cause 
very  serious  grievances,  and  after  continuous 
efforts  to  get  those  grievances  removed,  a National 
Congress  found  it  necessary  to  take  steps  to  obtain 
direct  representation  in  Parliament.  He  submitted 
that  much  of  the  difficulty  might  have  been  avoided 
if  there  had  been  adequate  information  concerning 
the  operations  of  the  co-operative  movement 
available  to  the  Government  through  a permanent 
department  of  the  State. 

Lack  of  Interest  in  the  Movement. 

Subsequent  to  a deputation  being  received  by 
the  Prime  Minister  in  1917,  much  more  use  was 
made  of  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  co- 
operators  with  regard  to  food  matters,  with  bene- 
ficial results  which  had  bean  generally  acknow- 
ledged. The  gradual  winding  up  of  the  Food 
Department  appeared  to  have  led  to  a great  decrease 
of  the  Government’s  interest  in  tho  movement. 
Mr.  Alexander  gave  some  more  recent  illustrations 
of  the  apparent  ignorance  displayed  in  official 
circles  concerning  the  operations  of  the  movement, 
quoting  a case  in  which  the  Secretary  of  a Depart- 
mental Committee  who  desired  to  obtain  retail 
eo-operative  evidence  stated  that  he  did  not  know 
w hom  to  approach,  and  that  in  another  case  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  had  been  unable  to  give  certain 
figures  with  regard  to  unemployment  in  the  co- 
operative movement  in  reply  to  a question  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Ho  also  drew  attention  to 
flic  continuous  disregard  of  tho  position  of  the 
co-operative  movement  in  Hio'country  by  appoint- 
ing various  Government  Committees  and  bodies, 
and  mentioned  the  caso  of  tho  Post  Office  Business 
Advisory  Council,  on  which  eighteen  persons 
conrfectvd  with  big  business  organisations  were 
appointed,  together  with  one  Labour  M.P.,  co- 
operalors  being  denied  representation.  Other 
examples  mentioned  were  tile  Committee  inquiring 


into  the  maohinory  of  Trade  Boards,  the  Economy 
Committee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Sir  Eric 
Gcddes,  the  pRnels  under  tho  Key  Industries  Act, 
&o.  It  seemed  to  be  assumed  that  because  the 
co-operativo  movement  was  a democratic  organisa- 
tion as  well  as  a business  organisation,  it  was  not 
possible  for  tho  movement  to  produce  men  of 
ability,  knowledge,  experience,  and  initiative, 
capable  of  contributing  anything  to  the  discussion 
of  the  matters  with  which  the  committees  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government  were  concerned.  Mr. 
Alexander  also  referred  to  the  acknowledgment 
by  responsible  Ministers  of  the  influence  of  the 
co-operative  movement  on  the  social  and  economic 
life  of  the  nation.  Other  national  influences  had 
Jjeen  recognised  by  special  arrangements,  such  as 
the  appointment  of  Sir  David  Shackleton  as  Labour 
Adviser,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Wm.  Brace  at  the  Coal  Mines  Department. 

The  Need  of  a Special  Department. 

What  was  desired  was  a department  at  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  obtain  general  intelligence  to 
deal  with  suoh  statistics  from  the  trading  point  of 
view  as  might  be  thought  necessary,  and  to  be 
.in  a position  to  advise  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  and  the  Government  upon  all  trading 
matters  in  which  co-operators  were  concerned, 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  community.  Suoh  a 
department  would  also,  in  consultation  with  the 
movement,  be  able  to  prepare  and  keep  up  to  date 
a panel  of  persons  with  co-operative  experience  and 
ability  from  which  the  Government  might  select 
from  time  to  time  representatives  of  tho  movement 
to  serve  on  the  various  Government  bodies  and 
committees.  Such  a step  would  obviate  a great 
deal  of  the  dissatisfaction  and  unrest  at  present 
caused  in  the  movement,  which  had  a membership 
of  4,500,000  persons,  and  trading  operations 
amounting  to  approximately  £400,000,000  per 
annum. 

The  International  Aspect. 

Sir  Thomas  Allen  said  that  the  co-operative 
movement  was  becoming  more  and  more  an  eco- 
nomic factor  in  tho  life  of  communities.  It  had 
operated  in  the  first  instance  in  providing  for  the 
welfare  of  groups,  but  it  was  now  increasingly 
concerned  with  the  welfare  of  nations.  The  posi- 
tion of  co-operation  in  other  countries  to-day  could 
not  be  without  its  importance  to  tho  British 
Government.  Tho  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  contained  not  less  than  thirty  affiliated 
countries.  In  addition,  there  were  a number  of 
countries  such  as  China,  with  co-operative  organisa- 
tions still  outside  the  Alliance.  Quite  apart, 
therefore,  from  home  affairs,  with  which  the  secre- 
tary had  dealt,  there  was  a largo  amount  work 
involving  special  technical  knowledge  on  matters 
which  some  department  bf  the  Government  should 
have  in  hand.  Whereas  the  British  Government 
ought  to  be  the  first  in  showing  an  interest  in  such 
matters  compared  with  othiar  countries,  it.  stood 
almost  aloof  from  the  co-operative  organisation 
of  tills  country.  The  Government  did  not  appear 
to  have  much  information,  or  at  any  rate,  to  under- 
stand the  happenings  in  the  movement  not  only 
at  home,  but  abroad  ; and  as  lo  the  great  changes 
which  were  more  and  more  being  brought  into  tho 
economic  life  of  the  various  nations  by  the  applica- 
tion of  co-operative  principles,  On  the  other 
hand,  other  Governments  appeared  fully  aliv*e  to 
the  position.  A6  had  been  previously  stated,  no 
department  was  set  apart  to  deal  with  the  specific 
work  of  giving  recognition  to  the  position  of  the 
co-operative  movement.  He  drew  attention  to 
the  following  resolution  passed  at  Geneva  at  the 
Third  International  Labour  Conference  : — 

This  conference,  considering  the  close  rela- 
tions which  pxist  between  the  problems  of 
labour  and  those  of  co-operation,  expresses 
the  wish  that  the  International  Labour  Office 
should  give  careful  attention  to  the  study  of 
the  different  aspects  of  co-operation  which  are 
connected  with  the  improvement  of  the 
economic  and  social  conditions  of  the  workers, 
and  that  for  that  purpose  it  should  keep  in. 
touch  with  the  co-operative  organisations  and 
all  those  experienced  in  the  different  forms  of 
the  movement. 

They  submitted  that  in  view  of  tho  importance  of 
co-operation  in  the  social,  agricultural,  commercial, 
and  industrial  life,  that  kind  of  work  was  the  proper 
function  of  the  Government,  particularly  ^iu  view 
yf  the  special  tiirtes  iu  which  wo  lived.  The  lcsult 
had  been  anticipated  in  the  case  of  Germany  and 
Italy,  who  both  had  their  expert  technical  and 
Government  advisers  in  co-operative  matters. 
In  Russia  there  was  a close  relationship  between 
the  Government  and  co-opehitivo  organisations. 


and  definite  plans  were  being  considered  by  the 
Russian  Government  for  the  establishment  of  a 
co-operative  bureau  in  London,  in  addition  to  the 
Government  Department  already  organised  in 
Russia.  There  was,  in  fact,  Government  recog- 
nition of  co-operation  in  most  countries  outside 
England.  France  had  recently  established  a 
co-operative  chair  at  the  University  of  Paris.  There 
was  also  evidence  that  within  the  Empire — in 
Canada,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand — there  was 
a better  understanding,  appreciation,  and  recog- 
nition of  the  co-operativo  movement  than  was  the 
caso  in  the  Mother  country. 


An  Indian  Example. 

Sir  Thomas  Allen  referred  to  the  paternal 
interest  taken  by  the  1 Indian  Government  in 
co-operative  enterprise  in  the  interests  of  the 
natives  of  India.  "When  other  nations  and  other 
parts  of  the  Empire  realised  the  importance  of 
co-oporation,  surely  it  was  important  that  the 
movement  in  this  country  should  have  adequate 
recognition  in  a Government  department? 
Possibly  the  'fault  lay  with  co-operators  for  not 
having  pressed  the  matter  more  strenuously. 
The  Government  should  realise  the  position,  of 
power  in  the  national  life  to  which  the  move- 
ment had  grown,  and  for  its  own  sake  the 
Government  ought  now  to  be  in  a position  to 
establish  a department  to  collect  information, 
national  and  international  , which  would  be 
“ au  fait " with  co-operative  organisations 
throughout  the  world.  He  had  spoken  from  the 
international  standpoint,  but  could  substantiate 
what  Mr.  Alexander  had  said  with  regard'  to 
the  national  side. 


“ Trustification." 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  stated  that  from  his 
experience  as  a member  of  the  original  Com- 
mittee on  Trusts  it  was  apparent  that  the 
organisation  of  industry  and  trade  in  this 
country  was  going  through  a kind  of  revolution, 
and  the  idea  of  competition  was  dead.  Succeed- 
ing that  idea  was  11  trustification."  The  Board 
of  Trade  was  concerned  with  trade  quite  inde- 
pendently of  the  structure  for  the  time  being  of 
any  particular  form  of  industry  and  commerce. 
Between  co-operative  methods  on  the  on6  hand 
and  competition  and  trusts  which  were  rapidly 
succeeding  competition  on  the  other  hand,  there 
existed  a great  gulf.  The  trust  was  the  form 
of  co-operation  for  the  few.  The  co-operative 
movement  was  in  the  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity. They  were  concerned  from  the  point  of 
view  that  as  the  trusts  developed  in  industry, 
so  automatically  in  the  trading  department  of 
the  Government  trust  methods,  trust  informa- 
tion, and  the~tru8t  outlook  upon  industry  and 
its  control  would  be  adopted.  Mr.  Watkins 
said  that  Lord  Rosebery,  when  Prime  Minister, 
referred  to  the  co-operative  movement  as  " ;i 
State  within  a State.”  During  tho  war  the 
movement  had  doubled  ite  membership.  Tho 
people  had  joined  by  the  hundreds  of  thousands 
when  they  had  found  themselves  being  squeezed 
by  private  trading  interests.  He  wished  to  lay 
stress  on  the  fact  that  it  was  the  duty  and 
function  of  a department  of  the  State  not  only 
to  be  aware  of  the  operations  of  such  a move- 
ment as  the  co-operativo  movement,  but  also  to 
bo  in  a position  to  advise  the  Government  of  the 
oountry  of  what  was  really  going  on  below  the 
surface.  It  took  a great  agitation  for  the  voice 
of  tho  people  to  get  to  the  ears  effectively  bf  a 
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Government  department,  and  that  must  be 
disadvantage  in  regard  to  the  Government"  a 
position. 

Support  from  Scotland. 


Mr.  Campbell  said  that  the  Scottish  Section 
of  the  movement  supported  what  had ‘been  put 
forward  by  the  previous  speakers.  He  felt  that 
in  tho  interests  of  the  country  there  should  be 
not  only  a resuscitation  of  the  department 
which  formerly  existed  at  the  Board  of  Trade, 
but  because  of  the  extension  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  co-operative  movement  numerically, 
commercially,  financially,  the  department  should 
be  on  a more  comprehensive  scale,  its  informa- 
tion more  readily  available,  nationally  and  inter- 
nationally. The  services  rendered  by\he  co- 
operative movement  during  the  period  of  the 
war  were  6uch  that  this  country,  as  well 
other  countries,  should  be  in  possession  of  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  resources  that  were  avail- 
able, and  could  be  called  upon  if  the  necessity 
for  that  arose. 


THE  PRESIDENT  REPLIES. 


WHAT  HE  ADMIRES  ABOUT 
CO-OPERATION. 


THE  MOVEMENTS  HELP  TO 

HIS  DEPARTMENT. 


In  replying,  the  President  (the  Right  Hon. 
Stanley  Baldwin  M.P.)  said  that  he  had  ' 


would  not  call  it  a revolution,  but  evolution. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  great  combinations  in 
trade  of  all  kinds  existed — no  one  could  say 
what  the  next  state  would  be,  Such  things  did 
not  stand  still.  It  was  quite  true,  as  Mr. 
Watkins  had  stated,  that  tho  Board  should  be 
in  touch  with  all  forms  of  business  in  this 
country,  and  that  as  a Board  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with  how  business  was  conducted  as  long 
as  it  was  honestly  conducted. 


The  Scope  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  Alexander  explained  that  the  deputation 
were  not,  of  course,  asking  for  a department  of 
the  magnitude  of  tiio  Mines  Department  or  the 
Ministry  of  Labour,  but  what  was  essential  wa.s 
that  any  beginning  should  be  under  someone 
experienced  in  co-operation  and  co-operative 
trading,  and  as  the  movement  still  further 
developed  it  would  be  a matter  for  consideration 
as  to  liow  far  such  a department  could  be 
extended, 

Sir  Thomas  Allen  expressed  the  thanks  of  the 
deputation  to  Mr.  Baldwin  for  the  way  in  which 
they  had  been  received, 

Iu  reply  to  a question  from  Mr.  Watkins,  Mr- 
Baldwin  indicated  that  a decision  wouttl  be 
given  an  early  as  possible. 


been 


glad  to  meet  the  deputation,  and  that  the 
matters  dealt  with  had  been  of  great  interest 
to  him.  He  hoped  that  Mr.  Alexander  would 
individually  exempt  him  from  his  view  of  the 
astounding  ignorance  of  the  co-operative  move- 


ment amongst  members  of  the  Government, 
had  knowledge  of  it  from  his  earliest 


for  he  w ..  . 

days.  During  the  last  month  on  the  platform 
he  had  held  up  the  co-operative,  trade  union, 
and  the  friendly  society  movement  as  three 
great  democratic  movements  which  had 
originated  'in  this  country,  and  that  in  their 
development  this  country  had  led  the  wa^.  He 
had  used  this  as  an  illustration  to  point  out  that 
for  centuries  they  had  led  the  world  in  the 
development  of  a constitution,  and  had  started 
these  movements  up  and  down  the  country. 
Mr.  Baldwin  thought  he  was  in  fairly  close 
touch  with  what  the  movement  had  done,  and 
he  had  read  with  a good  deal  of  interest  of  its 
development  and  progress.  He  also  was  much 
interested  iu  what  Sir  Thomas  Allen  Had  said 
about-  India.  It  was  only  natural  that  the 
Government  in  India  should  take  a paternal 
interest  in  these  matters.  As  long  as  he  had 
been  iu  business  what  he  had  chiefly  admired 
about  the  co-operative  movement  was  that  it 
had  sprung  up  among  the  people  and  had  been 
developed  by  themselves,  as  all  the  best  thiuga 
had  been  in  this  country,  through  their  own 
initiative  and  work.  That  appealed  to  him  tre- 
meudously.  He  assumed  that  the  deputation 
did  mot  ask  for  Government  interference,  but 
for  some  closer  connection  with  Hie  Govern- 
ment. From  his  experience  of  business  outside, 
he  found  the  ono  prayer  had  bean  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Government.  That  was 
putting  a new  point  of  view  to  him.  Tho  depu- 
tation would  not  expect  him  to  say  more  at 
present  than  that  lie  had  listened,  with  the 
greatest  interest  to  the  case  put  forward,  and 
would  be  pleased  to  consider  the  matter,  and 
ho  would  communicate  with  them  again.  - 


Further  Consideration  to  be  Given. 

Mr.  Alexander  had  used  the  term  " depart- 
ment." That  term  could  be  used  iu  many 
senses.  So  far"  as  the  present  House  of 
Commons  was  concerned,  lie  did  not  envy 
anyone  who  had  to  stand  up  from  the  Treasury 
Bench  and  nsk  lor  the  creation  of  a new  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Baldwin  staled,  however,  he  under- 
stood the  kind  ol  tiling  wanted,  and  promised 
that  the  proposal  should  be  considered  without 
bias  in  any  direction.  The  Board  of  Trade  had 
frequently  applied  to  tho  movement  for  all 
kinds  of  information,  which  had  ahv-uy*  been 
given  with  the  greatest  freedom  and  the 
greatest  help.  The  deputation  might  rely  upon 
it  that  they  would  go  carefully  into  the  matter 
in  tho  light  of  what  had  been  stated,  and  whilst 
lie  could  not  give  a pledge  of  any  kind,  if  the 
Board  could  do  anything  to  meet  them  they 
would  be  pleased  to  do  so. 

With  regard  to  Mr,  Watkins’  remarks,  Mr. 
Baldwin  stated  that  he  had  seen  very  great 
•lianges  during  his  business  experience.  Ho 
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fl  Welcome  to  1922. 


See  nex/  iwa£'s  “ News  ” for  particulars  oj 
Mr.  Russet's  Competition. 


Co-opcraiioe  Pointers 

By  “THE  PILOT.’ 

A Happy  New  Year  to  all  old  reader$7-and  new  ones 
as  well,  i come  again  upon  the  co-operative  ship  to  steer 
hr.-  course  from  the  rocks  of  the  profiteer.  1 am  here  to 
help  the  consumer.  That  also  is  the  object  of  co-operation. 

Stores  can  help  the  movement  by  getting  in  good  stocks 
ok  Wheetsheaf  Boots,  particularly  the 

Men’s  Standard  Boot  at  16s.  6d., 
and  the  Ladies’  Shoe  at  10s.  9d. 

The  former  is  a production  of  the  Leeds  C.W.  S.  Boot 
Works.  It  is  a Stylish  High  Grade  Box  Chrome  Derby, 
retailed  in  all  the  distributive  stores  at  the 

Uniform  Price  of  16s.  6s. 

During  January  and  February  every  co-operative  boot 
window  should  bo  filled — yes,  a special  window  show — 
with  the  new  pattern 

Wheatsheaf  Shoe  at  10s.  9d. 

Its  prominent  exhibition  will  add  to  the  reputation  of 
the  local  co-operative  boot  store. 


"Hie  WhenUhcai  1922  design  In  ghee  kid,  whh  -3  Aft  Qrl 
Cuban  heel,  and  patent  cep — retailed  ot  - - ■ w5»«  «t4» 

Another  point  has  relation  to 

Co-operative  Insurance  and  the 
grouting  of  Immediate  Full  Benefits 

to  all  who  take  Industrial  Insurance  through  the  C.  l.S. 
Next  week  I shall  give  some  startling  figures  showing  how 
much  better  Co-operative  Industrial  Assurance  can  do  for 
the  people  than  the  offices  run  for  the  financial  benefit  of 
Capitalist  stock-holders. 

P.S.--Of  course,  the  P.S.  is  important.  Is  The 
Peoples  Year  Book,  on  rale  in  your  3tore  office  ; and 
do  not  forget  to  study  the  advertisement  of  C.W.  S. 
Flannelette, t>at  Is.  3d.  per  yard,  on  the  back  page 
of  the  “News”  this  week. 
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LOOKING  FORWARD. 


as  citizens,  we  can  take  each  our  allotted  task,  and  putting 
aside  both  hope  and  fear,  do  the  work  that  lies  before  us  with 
all  the  whole-heartedness  of  a bird  building  its  nest,  not 
prizing  too  greatly  the  future,  but  helping  to  shape  it  all  the 
same,  and  having  as  our  reward,  not  the  hope  of  gain,  but 
the  knowledge  of  that  " something  attempted,  something 
done,”  which,  whether  we  be  poets  or  blacksmiths,  is  the 
foundation  of  the  present  and  the  jiromise  of  the  future. 


At  the  beginning  of  a new  year,  as  with  the  dawn  of  a if  ew 
day,  the  black  thoughts  of  night  are  cast  aside,  and  man's 
mind  is  filled  with  hope.  j.*- 

1s  this  the  right  attitude  to  adopt  towards  a new  year  i? 

The  answer  is  both  yes  and  no.  In  so  far  as  the  optimi  I .tic 
frame  of  mind  is  more  provocative  of  constructive  hellion 
than  the  pessimistic,  it  is  far  better  to  fill  our  minds  wjith 
hope  than  to  allow  them  to  become  the  prey  of  desfiiir. 
To  fear  the  worst  often  -helps  to  bring  the  worst ; to  b bpe 
for  the  best  is  likewise  conducive  to  happy  results. 

Just  T hope  as  a motive  is  better  than  despair,  so  ;klso 
there  often  seems  to  be  a frame  of, mind  which  is  superior 
even  to  hope.  What  is  that  frame  of  mind  ? We  may  iget 
a clue  to  it  by  a consideration  of  that  very  old  fable  of  Pand  f-ra, 
given  to  the  world  by  Hesiod  some  seven  hundred  ythrs 
before  the  Christian  era.  The  story  is  enacted  in  a wtirld 
peopled  with  the  gods  of  Greek  mythology.  Prometheias, 
who,  for  the  benefit  of  man,  has  stolen  from  Heaven  t liat 
incalculable  gift  of  fire,  has  angered  Zeus,  the  principal  dcSity 
in  the  Greek  Heaven.  The  gift  of  fire  cannot  be  recall  I id, 
but  man  must  nevertheless  be  punished  for  this  act  of  impiety. 
So  Zeus  gives  orders  to  Vulcan  to  create  a woman,  the  Pand  ofa 
of  the  fable,  to  whom  is  given  a casket  filled  with  all  man  t ier 
of  evils.  Pandora  is  sent  to  earth,  and,  prompted  by  ciiriosifl  y, 
lifts  the  lid  of  the  casket,  whence  fly  out  all  the  evils  th*  at 
from  then  until  now  have  afflicted  humanity.  On  See'S  ig 
the  mischief  she  had  done,  Pandora  snapped  down  the  l!jd, 
just  in  time  to  prevent  the  last  of  the  evils  from  escapbcj  g, 
and  the  name  of  that  “ evil”  was  Hope. 

It  has  always  been  a puzzle  to  understand  why  Ho;f  >e 
should  be  depicted  as  an  evil,  we  always  regard  Hope  not  as  ;i  n 
evil  but  as  a good  ; for  is  it  not  Hope  that  often  prevents,  a 
man  from  sinking  into  despair  ? The  explanation  of  the  puz:  tie 
seems  to  be,  at  least  according  to  some  philological  authoritic  is, 
that  the  Greek  word  which  is  translated  “Hope”  really 
means  “ expectancy,”  and  includes  not  only  Hope  of  t he! 
best,  but  also  Pear  of  the  Worst. 

Now  perhaps  we  are  iu  a position  to  indicate  that  frac  te 
of  mind  inch  iu  attempting  to  build  for  the  future  is  superic  n 
to  Hope.  For  Hope  is  only  half  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Expectancy,  the  other  meaning  being  Despair.  In  short> 
Hope  is  the  expectation  of  personal  reward  for  our  endeavour:  i, 
just  as  Despair  is  the  expectation  of  our  efforts  resulting  in 


CO-OPERATION  IN  THE  COMING 
ELECTION. 


There  are  now  reliable  indications  that  the  leaders  of  the 
Government  seem  to  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  an 
early  general  election  would  be  opportune.  Opportune, 
indeed,  would  seem  to  be  the  best  word. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  the  Government  recognise  any 
occasion  for  an  election.  Parliament  is  only  three  years  old, 
and  has  two  more  years  of  its  lease  to  run.  Its  leaders  have 
promised  a fairly  big  legislative  programme  and  a dissolution 
of  Parliament  now,  with  the  record  of  the  by-elections  as  a 
guide,  might  jeopardise  the  whole,  of  that  programme,  Occa 
sion  does  not  enter  into  consideration  ; but  opportunity  does, 
and  the  justification  for  a dissolution  and  a general  election 
will  be  tlie  prospect  of  a renewed  lease  of  Parliamentary  life, 
",  rather,  of  Ministerial  life,  for  the  leaders  of  the  Coalition. 

In  a nation  where  democratic  ideas  are  growing  rapidly, 
the  leaders  .and  supporters  of  a Government  which,  under  the 
pretence  of  reforming  the  House  of  Lords,  destroyed  the  effect 
of  the  Parliament  Act,  would  have  little  hope  of  re-election 
to  power.  Tlie  betrayal  of  the  interests  of  the  common  people 
by  the  scrapping  of  educational,  sanitary,  and  industrial 
advantages  won  by  generations  of  agitation,  would  also 
injure  the  prospects  of  leaders  who  allowed  themselves  to  be 
terrorised  into  false  economy.  The  Budget  of  this  year  will 
be  a document  certain  to  disappoint  many  who  are  clamouring 
for  relief  from  taxation  and  from  them  the  Government 
responsible  for  it  will  be  certain  to  encounter  criticism  if 
not  hostility. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  at  present  considerable  credit 
io  the  Government  for  its  Irish  Treaty,  for  the  progressive 
steps  proposed  at  Washington,  for  the  measures  which  it  is 
reported  are  to  be  put  forward  to  straighten  out  the  tangled 
affairs  of  Europe,;  and  the  Government  will  no  doubt  claim 
credit,  too,  for  whatever  reduction  there  may  be  in  the  cost 
•of  living.  The  prevailing  impression  in  political  circles  seems 
to  be  that,  in  these  circumstances,  the  Government  will 
have  a better  chance  of  re-election  now  than  it  will  have  later, 
and  that,  in  consequence,  an  election  may  be  expected  within 
a few’  w’eeks. 


It  is  to  be  deprecated  that  the  time  for  ?.  general  election 

a— r — - - - v,  -7-  should  be  determined  by  such  opportunist  considerations; 

failure.  The  shortcoming  of  Hope,  therefore,  is  that  it  iKybut  the  agents  are  busy,  and  the  electoral  machinery’  is  being 
so  closely  allied  to  Despair.  He  who  works  hard  when ! j.0;ie(i 


so  closely  allied  to  Despa 
animated  by  hope,  is  ajft  to  slacken,  or  down  tools,  u’heni 
disappointed  hopes  give  placfe  to  despair.  But  he  wiio  builds 
for  the  sake  of  building,  being  content  to  leave  the  results 
of  success  or  failure  on  the  knees  of  the  gods,  will  never 
slacken  until  his  work  is  accomplished.  It  has  been  sard 
that  Genius  is  the  infinite  capacity  for  taking  pains.  An 
even  better  definition  is  that  Genius  is  total  indifferent  to 
results.  Art  for  art’s  sake  ! or  work  for  work's  sake  ! The 
most  perfect  workers  iu  the  world  are  those  who  see  not  a 
fraction  beyond  the  immediate  task  in  hand.  The  bird 
building  its  nest : the  bee  constructing  the  honey  cells  ; the 
spider  weaving  its  web,  know’s  nothiug  of  the  future.  It 
builds  because  build  it  must.  Prognostications  of  success 
or  failure  do  not  enter  into  its  calculations,  for  it  neither 
hopes  nor  fears.  And  so,  in  Nature,  where  there  is  appre- 
hension of  neither  good  nor  evil,  we  get  such  perfect  work- 
manship as  is  instanced  in  the  web  of  the  spider  or  the  honey- 
comb of  the  bee. 

Place  ail  ordinary  man  in  a hostile  climate,  and  he  will 
contrive  to  build  a shelter,  spurred  alternately  with  the  hope 
of  cosy  comfort,  or  by  the  fear  of  death  from  cold.  Good 
and  evil  are  both  present  to  his  mind  as  incentives ; hoping 
to  gain  the  one  ; and  fearing  to  incur  the  other.  Tossed 
perpetually  on  the  horns  of  hope  and  fear,  the  shelter  lie 
builds  is  but  a rude  one.  If  he  listened  only  to  the  promptings 
of  hope  he  would  take  time  enough  to  build  a palace.  If 
fear  gained  the  upper  hand  he  \vould,  in  his  haste,  hardly 
give  himself  time  to  secure  the  foundations  of  his  hut.  And, 
finally,  nothing  but  imperfection  can  come  from  any  work 
undertaken  at  the  bidding  of  two  such  opposing  dictates 
as  hope  and  fear.  On  the  contrary  we  see  how  perfect  work 
comes  from  personal  disinterestedness  in  the  result.  The 
builders  of  our  cathedrals,  those  wonder  workers  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  are  unknown  to  us.  They  did  not  chisel  their 
names  in  the  stones  they  so  cunningly  laid  or  so  divinely 
carved  ; they  were  content  to  be  known  only  in  their  work 
for  they  were  not  animated  either  by  hope  or  fear,  but  only 
by  love  of  the  work  to  which  they  put  their  hands  and  resolu- 
tion to  do  their  best  in  their  day. 

So  always  has  it  been  with  men  of  genius.  T1  e great  poets 
the  great  artists,  the  great  philosophers,  the  great  scientists, 
nay,  and  also_  the  great  reformers  achieved  their  greatness 
not  by  taking  thought  of  self,  not  by  fearing  loss  or  hoping 
gain,  but  by  sinking  all  thought  of  personality  in  the  work 
on  which  they  were  engaged,  not  greatly  caring  whether 
their  reward  were  cross  or  crown. 

Now  for  ourselves.  Cannot  we  take  this  as  a thought  for 
our  work  in  the  coming  year  ? The  future  is  dark  and  un- 
certain. There  are  promising  beams  of  light  piercing  the 
black  gloom,  but  whether  darkness  or  light  will  prevail,  no 
man  can  say.  Moreover,  just  as  we  cannot  forsee  the  future, 
neither  can  we  determine  it.  Destiny  lies  in  other  hands  than 


ours.  But  whether  as  individuals,  or  as  co-operators,  or  elect  pjis. 


’•oiled. 

We  hope  the  Co-operative  Party  is  oiling  its  machinery. 
<We  have  more  at  stake  than  most  parties.  We  have  a world 
t o win  for  co-operation,  and  we  cannot  win  it'  till  we  win  at 
jjt  ;ast  our  own  nation  for  co-operation. 

The  newspapers,  as  usual,  nearly  all  attempted,  at  the 
fiend  of  last  wreek,  to  weigh  up  the  prospects  which  1922  holds 
out  for  our  sorry  world.  The  good  time  wre  might  have  if 
'•all  buried  the  past  and  started  out  to  work  together  for  the 
'restoration  of  prosperity  wras  the  burden  of  many  of  the  New 
^ear  articles  we  read.  The  ” Observer”  weut  further  than 
"-most  papers.  It  looked  forward  with  confidence  to  the  end 
C>f  political  rivalry  and  to  economic  co-operation.  It  rejoiced 
tihat  “private  enterprise  is  restored  (in  Russia)  and  with  it 

reparedness  for  international  co-operation.”  “ Nothing.'' 
d bserves  its  editor,  ‘ ' but  a supreme  effort  of  international 
combination  could  hope  to  make  good  the  ravage  and  ruin 
ci*  supreme  internation.il  conflict  ” ; but  “ British  competitive 
era  parity  is  to  a large  extent  ready  to  take  advantage  of  all 
t4j  e markets  which  it  is  our  next  task  to  re-open.” 

.Is  it  not  futile  to  write  in  the  same  article  which  contains 
tjSfgse  expressions,  that  1921  “saw  something  like  a forced 
liq  uidation  of  folly.”  If  political  rivalry’  between  the  nations 
is  'bad,  and  economic  conflict  between  nations  is  bad,  we  must 
ge*t  to  the  root  of  the  trouble  and  recognise  that  the  com- 
pel itive  system  by  which  our  whole  national  life  has  been 
go9/emed  is  the  root  of  international  competition,  and  is, 
th ; refore,  bad  too.  People  who  are  guided  by  competitive 
iusi  incts  in  their  own  commercial  and  industrial  relationsliips 
cannot  overcome  those  instincts  when  they  deal  w’ith  other 
nal3  ems.  And  it  nations  must  co-operate  in  the  political  and 
ecol  lomic  spheres  for  their  mutual  welfare,  the  people  of  each 
natl'on  must  first  co-operate  for  their  common  good. 

'J*  he  co-operative  movement  has  preached  that  doctrine 
incij  ssantly.  The  Co-operative  Party  seeks  to  pervade 
Pari  iaraent  with  it.  Its  election  campaign  will  be  directed 
tovrtJ  rtis  the  substitution  of  the  principle  of  co-operation  for 
the  principle  of  competition.  Even  the  most  enlightened 
of  (iur  press  contemporaries  which  plead  for  international 
co-operation  in  the  big  sense  in  which  the  “Observer'" 
pleat  Is  for  it  stop  short  of  applying  to  national  life  the  principle 
thev*y5ay  is  essential  for  wiser  international  relationships. 

Ai  1 election  which  gives  the  Co-operative  Party  the  oppor- 
tunity’ of  netting  forth  its  scheme  for  regenerating  the  nation 
is,  tl  h before,  a serious  occasion.  We  cannot  tell  upon  what 
isstie; ’the  expected  appeal  will  be  made  to  the  country  by  the 
presilrtt  Government.  Prime  Ministers  propose  hut  electors 
dispo  sc.  The  important  tiling  for  co-operators  is  to  see  that 
their  electoral  strength  is  thoroughly  mobilised  and  in  perfect 
readir.1  jss.  We  shall  go  into  the  fray  unfettered  and  actuated 
only  l>y  the  distinctive  ideals  , of  co-operation.  How  the 
Co-op  e rative  Party  is  prepared  to  meet  its  obligations  we 
hope  io  explain  iu  detail  before  the  challenge  comes  to  the 
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NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


It  would  be  a mistake  to  imagine  that  the  remarkable  declaration 
made  by  Lenin  with  regard  to  the  utility  of  capitalism  in  Russia 
is' likely  to  place  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  remarkable  co- 
operative developments  that  have  been  proceeding  there.  Lenin's 
apparent  conviction  is  that  Communism  has  been  a failure  for  the 
present — and  he,  at  any  rate,  ought  to  know — but  that  the  Com- 
munists ought  to  be  abb  to  learn  from  capitalists  how  to  carry  on 
industry.  The  misfortune  ia  that  white  it  is  easy  to  enooumge 
capitalism  to  establish  itself  in  a country  it  is  not  so  eqpy  to 
disestablish  it  when  it  has  a secure  foothold  and  when  it  begins 
to  control  not  only  its  industries  but  the  political  and  social  life 
of  the  country.  Go-operative  development  has  proceeded  in  Russia 
at  a remarkable  rate  since  the  war  begau.  It  ought  to  continue  to 
make  progress  under  its  new  'freedom.  The  people 
there  have  it  in  their  power  to  make  themselves  independent  of 
capitalism,  as  wo  understand  the  term;  and  we  believe  they  will 
continue  to  move  in  that  direction  under  any  form  of  government 
that  may  be  established  so  long  as  they  take  care  that  no  govern- 
ment is  put  in  power  which  will  legislate  in  any  way  prejudicial  to 
co-operative  interests.  . . 

Wu  have  no  doubt  that  the  advocates  of  an  international  clearing 
house  for  the  facilitation  of  international  oo-epenitive  trade  will 
take  some  comfort  from  tho  suggestion  in  tho  " Manchester 
Guardian,"  of  the  29th  ultimo,  that  the  business  men  in  conference 
with  the  French  and  British  Governments  have  approached  a clear, 
practical  idea  for  restoring  tho  trade  of  Europe.  At  present  there 
is  nothing  detailed  or  final  about  tho  scheme,  but  the  idea  seems 
to  be  that  an  international  body  od'  big  business  and  financial 
interests  should  form  a kind  of  guarantee  corporation  to  givo 
international  security  to  private  traders.  This  body,  it  seems, 
will  distribute  orders  to  the  maker  and  seller  and  hold  pledged 


assets  from  the  buyer.  That  is  pretty  muoh  what  is  meant  by 
the  international  co-operative  clearing  house,  which  would  ascertain 
what  national  co-operative  buyers  require,  what  national  eo-opeia- 
tivo  organisations  have  to  sell,  and  effect  the  necessary  exchange. 
The  international  body  referred  to  by  the  “ Guardian  ” will  facilitate 
the  exchange  of  goods  between  capitalist  exporters  and  importers ; 
the  international  clearing  licuse,  it  is  expected,  would  focilitate 
exchange  between  co-operative  exporters  and  importers. 

We  are  not  particularly  interested  in  the  New  Year  honours’  list ; 
but'  wo  arc  interested  in  the  tangle  of  red-tape  which  prevented  its 
publication  ou  the  day  from  which  those  honours  date.  It  was  pro- 
mised officially  that  the  list  would  be  published  on  New  Year's  Day. 
The  list  was,  in  fact,  communicated  to  the  Sunday  papers  on  Saturday 
morning,  with  a view  to  publication  in  the  Sunday  issue.  Then,  at 
the  last  moment,  an  order  was  sent  out  prohibiting  the  publication 
of  the  lists  which  these  papers  already  had  in  type,  the  reason  gken 
being  that  the  “ London  Gazette  ” was  not  being  published  on  Sundry, 
and1  it  would  never,  never1,  do  tq  allow  other  papers  to  announce  the 
names  of  the  recipients  of  honours  before  they  appeared  in  the  “Gazette.” 
We  disagree  time  after  time  with  the  Sunday  papers ; but  we  agree 
with  their  resentment  of  treatment  of  that  kind.  Four  gentlemen — a 
distiller,  a soap  maker,  a wool  merchant,  and  a stockbroker' — were 
made  peers.  A lawyer,  a newspaper  proprietor,  a big  warehouseman 
and  property  owner,  two  shipowners,  and  tho  managing  director  of  an 
insurance  company  were  made  baronets.  A number  of  others  were 
made  knights.  Their  new  rank  dated  from  midnight  on  Saturday. 
The  newspapers  knew  it  j but  they  were  prohibited  from  telling  the 
public  who  tho  recipients  of  these  honours  wore.  It  was  not  as  if  they 
could  publish  nest  day.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Sunday  paper, 
tho  lists  they  put  into  type  on  Saturday  last  were  useless,  because  tho 
news  value  of  publication  will  bo  gone  by  next  Sunday  ; and  that  means 
that  tho  papers  incurred  needless  and  useless  exponso  and  trouble ; 
but  it  made  the  papers  breuk  faith  with  their  readers  numbering  several 
millions,  who,  even  had  there  been  no  announcement  of  publication, 


were  entitled  to  expect  that  papers  published  on  New  Year’s  Day 
would  contain  the  New  Year  honours.  If  these  honours  have  any 
purpose,  they  confer  distinction  upon  their  recipients  by  raising  them 
above  their  fellows.  The  people  have  a right  to  know  at  the  earliest 
moment  » pou  whom  tho  honours  of  the  Crown  are  bestowed,  ami 
whom  they  arc  expected  to  honour ; and  the  press  is  the  natural 
medium  through  which  to  obtain  that  information.  Knowing  our 
own  obligations  to  our  readers  and  how  much  we  would  resent  having 
to  disappoint  them,  we  hope  tho  proprietor  of  the  Sunday  papers 
will  sucoeed  in  preventing  the  repetition  of  such  a faux  pas  on  the  part 
of  officials  of  the  Government. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  which  has  just  been 
issued,  contains  the  reports  of  pnblio  analysts  and  local  authorities 
in  respect  of  the  administration  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  for 
1920.  Over  111,000  samples  of  tho  principal  artioles  of  food  were 
examined,  and  of  those  nearly  eight  thousand,  or  over  7 per  cent., 
were  found  adulterated  or  not  up  to  standard.  The  only  satisfaction 
the  community  gets  from  tho  percentage  is  that  it  is  less  than  In  1919, 
when  it  was  over  8 per  cent.  Many  of  tho  cases  in  which  a conviction 
was  secured  are  quoted,  and  little  sympathy  will  be  felt  for  the  offenders. 
Cases  against  co-operative  societies  for  adulteration  in  tho  manufacture 
of  foodstuffs  are  as  rare  as  two  summers  in  one  year.  It  would,  of 
course,  be  ridiculous  for  working  people  to  join  together  for  the  pro- 
duction of  impure  articles  intended  for  their  own  ■ nsumption,  aud 
the  more  the  movement  develops  along  this  line  of  thought  the  less 
chance  there  will  be  for  the  adulterator  of  foodstuffs  to  impose  upon 
the  community.  But  until  the  people  do  realise  this  fact  they  oaunot 
hope  to  entirely  escape  the  nefarious  practices  of  tho  adulterator.  To 
the  Anti-waste  propagandist  a we  would  commend  the  suggestion  that 
instead  of  aiming  at  tho  destruction  of  health  aud  culture  thoy  might 
make  8ome  effort  to  save  tho  enormous  expenditure  entailed  by  the 
maohinery  for  detecting  food  frauds.  They  could  do  that  by  using 
their  press  organs  to  command  thf  co-operative  movement  as  on 
economical  and  reliablo  instrument'  for  eliminating  adulteration. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


mar  SKSTCHES  OF  TO.OAY.  UNWANTED. 


Bv  T.  THOMPSON 


It  was  bound  to  come.  Tho  Scottish  Home 
Rule  Association  ("Forward"  announces)  is 
About  to  issUo  a booklet  giving  ninety  arguments 
in  favour  of  Scottish  National  Government  with 
Dominion.  Status.  4 . . 

Sin  Horace  Plunkett,  who  lots  arrived  in. 
New  York,  has  told  a.  press  agent  that  Ireland 
will  ratify  the  Peace  Treaty,  and  that  it  is  gener- 
ally hoped  that  Ulster  will  consent  to  join  tho 
Free  State. 

In  a lettei  to  the  " Times,’’  one  of  the  direc- 
tors of  tho  British  Museum  discloses  tho  fact 
that  the  late  Walter  Morrison,  the  colleague  of 
Nettle,  Hughes,  Greening,  Par*',  and  J-lolyoake 
on  the  Central  Board  of  tho  Co-operative  Union, 
had  contributed  no  less  than  £16,00.0  towards  t lie 
cost  of  excavations  ou  the  ffito  of  the  old  Hittito 
capital,  CarchemLsh,  on  the  Euphrates.  Mr.  Mor- 
rison, whose  services  to  the  co-operative  move- 
ment in  the  early  days  of  the  Union  were  appre- 
ciated in  the  " News  ’’  memoir  a fortnight  ago 
had  become  a millionaire. 

Sir  Alexander  Richardson,  the  Member  for 
Gravesend,  one  of  the  new  knights,  is  a brother 
of  Mr.  John  Richardson,  one  of  the  veterans  of 
the  Dumbarton  Equitable  Co-operative  Society, 
and  a well-known  member  of  the  Glasgow  and 
Suburbs’  Conference  Association. 

Among  the  other  notables  who  figured  in  the 
New  Year  honours  list  was  Mr.  Meredith  T. 
Whittaker,  who  has  been  made  a knight.  Sir 
Meredith  gave  a very  cordial  welcome  to  the 
delegates  to  Scarborough  Congress  last  Whit- 
suntide. Since  that,  of  course,  lie  described  to 
another  audience  the  incapacity  of  the  co- 
operative movement  to  do  certain  things,  but 
Iris  Whitsuntide  speeches  admitted  the  loftiness 
of  co-operative  principles,  and  admitted  that 
tlie  movement  had  developed  very  successfully. 

The  "News”  reader  who  tried  to  put  my 
astrologer  correspondent  to  the  test  a few  weeks 
ago  now  sends  in  the  full  particulars  required, 
and  mrplainp  that  delay  was  caused  by  illness. 
The  reader  is  a male,  ,born  at  Leyton  stone 
( Ixmdon,  E.)  about  3 p.m.  on  Thursday,  May 
noth,  1895.  He  has  suffered  from  throat  trouble 
— to  which,  he  says,  " Gemini  " people  are  par- 
ticularly liable — and  he  suspects  a growth, 
although  surgeons  can  find  nothing.  ,W  hat  has 
our  astrologer  to  say  about  him? 

A mooh  boomed  annual  for  1922,  which  pro- 
fesses to  bo  a reliable  reference  book,  devotes 
ten  iines  to  the  co-operative  movement,  made  up 
of  a statement  as  to  the  C.W.S.  losses  and  the 
statistics  for  1919.  This  is  consistent  with  the 
capitalist  press  anti-co-operative  bias. 

The  Hansard  Parliamentary  debates  are  now 
sold  at  Is,  instead  of  3d.  Is  this  nu  economy 
“ stunt  " or  an  indication  tjint1  the  Coalition 
oratory  is  now  four  times  more  valuable  ? 


reviewed  at  some  length  in  these  pages,  suggests 
that  the  name  ■‘Co-operative  Society"  implies 
u lack  of  imagination.  His  alternative  “ short 
title  ’’  would  bo  " Folk -Store."  The  sugges- 
tion, on  tho  other  .hand,  implies  a belief  that  a 
t»-operativo  society  has  no  ambition,  or  aspira- 
tion, beyond  the  running  of  stores. 

A feature  of  a whist  drive  organis'd  by  it 
grocers’  association  was  a competition  in  which 
prizes  were  offered  for  tho  best  definition  of  a 
grocer.  Tho  winning  definition  was  " A buyer 
and  seller  of  homo  and  foreign  products,  who 
has  a thorough  knowledge  O;  ‘what  ho  soils,  and 
is  a link  io  tho  chain  of  commerce."  Another 
competitor  (says,  tho  " Yorkshire  Observer  ’’) 
wrote,  in  the  conclusion  of  a doggerel,  " In  war 
he  shared  Iris  fsugitr  rations  (quite  possibly  with 
expectations)  with  those  who  now  go  past  his 
shop  and  take  their  cash  to  the  * co-op.’  ” 

Three  co-operative  officials  who  occasionally 
meet  in  the  south  gained  their  early  training  in 
a printing  office.  Many  printers  are  to  bo  found 
prominently  associated  with  the  management  Of 
societies,.  Their  efficiency  may  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  in  their  work  they  learn  to  mind  their 
p's  and  q’s.  They  also  have  the  advantage  of 
knowing  how  to  make  a good  impression. 

Out  and  About. 


The  Contra!  Educational  Committee  has  issued 
a circular  to  societies  and  sectional  committees 
convening  conferences  upon  " The  Organisation 
of  Junior  Co-operators."  to  be  held  in  Man- 
chester, ou  January  21st,  Glasgow  on  January 
28th,  and  London  on  February  4th.  Invitations 
have  also  been  sent  to  all  known  Junior  Co-opera- 
tive Guilds  and  Junior  Circles,  but  invitations 
for  other  guilds  or  circles  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Co-operative  Union. 


Into  the  ditch  his  sodden  shoes  splashed  and 
floundered  as  though  without  guidance  from  tho 
human  being  whose  tired  feet  thoy  encased. 
Weary,  and  faint  with  hunger,  ho  reeled  along 
thrpugh  the  darkness. 

Only  a few  years  ago  he  had  read  with  a thrill 
tho  inspiring  posters  " Your  Country  Needs 
You.".  Ho  had  answered  with  complete  under- 
standing. Now  his  oountiy  had  forgotten. 
" Tipperary  " was  still  u long  way,  and  with  tho 
shedding  of  his  khaki  all  his  virtues  (sung  in 
every  luuric-hall,  shouted  from  every  platform, 

. extolled  throughout  the  press)  seornod  to  have 
disappeared.  Now  ho  was  an  out-of-work,  a 
•dole-wallah,  one  of  those  rascally  people  who  had 
driven  lira  trade  out  of  the  country  by  mi’  canny, 
high  wages,  short  hours,  tyrannical  Trade  Union 
conditions  or  drink,  according  to  taste.  The 
tables  at  the  Free  Library  were  plastered  with 
the  indictment  against  him.  The  parsons  men- 
tioned it  in  tho  Parish  Magazines.  The  Prcri- 
dont  ofi  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  tol-.l  him  that 
he  would  have  to  produce  more;  and  accept  a 
25  per  cent,  rut  in  wages  with  a return  to  tho 
twelve-hour  shift.  But  tha  god-like  person  in 
gold  braid  who  answered  the  inquiry  bell  only 
said  that  there  was  “ nothing  doing.’’ 

Dispirited,  and  sick  at  heart,  he  walked  on, 
hour  after  hour— out  of  the  town,  through  tlie 
woods  of  Ridgeshaw,  where  even  tba  naked 
branches  of  the  oak  * trees  seemed  to 
admonish  him  in  the  gloom.  There 
fear  crept  upon  him.  His  delirious  brain 
transformed  the  twisted  branches  into  goblin 
!unbs.  Ho  hurried  along  the  stony  track  towards 
the  end  of  tlie  wood  where  beckoned  the  prophet 
of  the  dawn.  Wien  safely  out  in  the  open 
country,  and  ou  the  road  which  wound  round  the 


Thu  “ Dailv  News  " reviewer  of  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
,\V ebb’s  new  book,  which  Professor  Hall  has 


Even  if  the  live  registers  show  enormous  numbers  of  unemployed,  some  peoplo 
arc  busy,  whether  they  like  it  or  not. 


nook  of  the  moor,  he  paused,  his'  heart  thumping, 
his  breathing  laboured.  Just  abovo  him  stood 
the  old  cross  where  pilgrims  in  undent  <fi> yx  were 
went  to  rest,  when  on  their  way  to  tho  Abbey  nr. 
Whalley.  Below,  a few  lights  twinkled  in  thy 
valley.  The  hills  stood  stern  und  forbidding  in 
the  wemi-<hirkness.  Even  thoy  seemed  to  he 
passing  judgmyut  upon  him. 

Thou  a groat  thing  happened. 

In  the  cost  the  glowing  edge  of  a golden  orb 
climbed  slowly  above  the  edge  of  she  lower  olmuh 
Tho  sky  bcearao  radiato  with  glorious  crimson 
and  amber.  Tho  purple  clouds  wore  miiaculoiv!> 
outlined  with  v<  ieriaul  lire.  Every  lull  cast  off 
its  Stygian  mantle,  and  assumed  the  incandes- 
cent splendour  of  tho  dnwu. 

In  the  hedge  a robin  sang. 

"My  brother!" 

With  dilated  eyes  the  wanderer  gazed  around. 

The  valleys  also  woro  singiug,  and  tho  hills 
took  up  tho  soug. 

“ My  brother!”  * 

Tlie  opalescent  morning  mists  swung  back  like 
shimmering  silken  curtains  before  him,  and  t!u> 
earth  smiled  gently  as  the  breezes  wafted  her 
whisperings  to  his  'mazed  car. 

" To  me,  my  son  !’’ 

He  gazed  down  the  valley  at  the  smoke  rising 
over,  tlie  town. 

" This  at  least  is  true,''  he  said. 

So  lie  knelt  down  and  pressed,  his  burning  lips 
: to  the  gossamer  on  tho  cool  herbage.  Then  lie 
turned  bis  yearning  eyes  to  the  glory  of  the  cast. 
Now  be  knew  ho  was  near  the  fragrant,  heaving 
breasts  of  a mother,  What  were  other  things 
to  that?  He  shuddered  with  a strange  and 
awful  ecstasy.  Then  lie  gathered  himself  olerter 
into  tho  maternal  arms. 


C.W.S.  ELECTION  RESULTS. 

COMMITTEE  OF  INQUIRY  AND 
DIRECTORS. 

The  results  of  the  voting  for  the  special  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  regarding  the  uffairn  of  tho 
joint  English  and  Scottish  C'.W.S,  tea  aud  other 
departments  have  now  been  published.  They 
show  that  the  following  have  bccu  elected:  — 
Messrs.  V.  Hall,  M.A.  (Prestwicb),  1/201  votes, 
and  J.  Sharpies  (Blackburn),  P08  votes,  for  the 
Manchester  district;  Mr.  II.  J.  Wilson ^ (Sundori 
lard)  for  tho  Newcastle  district;  and  Mr.  \V . rJ. 
Watkins  (Plymouth)  fur  tho  London  district 

Tile  four  retiring  directors  of  tho  C'.W.P.  hnvo 
boon  ife-olected.  For  tho  Mnncheeter  district, 
Mt-.rrs  W.  K.  Dudley,  with  .1.500  voles,  end  J. 
Hawkins,  will,  :<  100  votes,  uro  re-clerted  I Mrs. 
M K Cottrell  (IJirininghiun)  being  nest  on  tho 
list  with  484  votes.  Mr.  J.  Oliver,  with  3.SS4 
ro*es  is  ro-elected  for  tho  .N'otvcurtlo  district ; 
Mr',  it.  Rid, lb,  (Carli  let,  with  330  votes,  being 
the  highest  unsuccessful  candidate.  *or  tho 
London  district,  Mr.  H.  J.  Youngs  is  reappointed 
witn  3,146  votes,  the  Rev.  G A.  Ramsay  (Rad- 
stodD  being  the  next  on  the  list  with  992  votes. 
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PICTORIAL  RECORD  OF  SHILBOTTLE’S  PROGRESS. 

' ■ — y — : 1 


the  sinking  of  two  new  shafts. 

ENTERPRISING  POLICY  AT  THE  C.W.S.  COLLIERY. 

t“  Co-OPERATiv1'.  News  ” Special.] 


In  two  years’  time  the  most  up-to-date  coal 
mining  concern  in  the  kingdom  will  bo  the  C.W.S. 

. colliery  at  Shilbottle.  Sinking  operations  in  con- 
nection with  the  shafts  at  the  new  colliery,  which 
l is  two  miles  south  of  the  present  pit  and  four 
I mile*  (from  Amble,  h.ne  been  pushed  ahead,  and 
‘good  progress  is  being  made.  U is  si  long 
’ murnev,  however.  0*  the  precious  seam  ot  blul- 
bot lie’s  lamous  coal  lmt  when  the  new  pit  s 
I going.  800  tons  per  day  will  be  brought  to  the 
surface,  instead  of  the  present  daily  average 
of  235  tons.  The  supply  is  unlikely  to  be  dimi- 
nished lor  100  yearS/Ht  least. 


At  the  old  pit  coal  had  to  be  conveyed  by 
tramway  two  or  three  miles  to  Alnwick  '<iul 
transferred  into  railway  trucks.  This  resulted 
in  breakage,  to  avoid  which  a railway  hue  hah 
been  laid  into  the  new  colliery  yard,  and 
waggons  receive  the  coal  as  it  reaches  the 
surface.  This  railway  line  is  two  miles  long 
and  joins  the  main  line  of  the  N.E.  Railway 
midway  between  Alnmouth  and  Warkworth. 

Everything  is  m|st  up-to-date  at  new  Shil- 
bottle. The  engines  houses,  blacksmiths’  6hops, 
and  offices  are  almlst  completed,  and  the  placA 
has  an  appenranco  of  cleanliness  that  is  seldom 
associated  \yth  coal  mines.  The  extensive  use 


of  electricity  is  responsible  for  this  fine  state  of 

affairs.  There  are  two  350  h.p.  turbines,  and 
the  winding  engines  are  electrically  driven. 
As  is  the  case  at  the  old  colliery,  every  avail- 
able use  ir>  made  of  electricity,  and  the  lighting 
at  all  the  important  stations  below  ground  its 
to  ho  eleotrieal. 

A short  distance  off  is  tho.garden  village  which 
the  C.W.S.  is  setting  down,  and  where  the  min- 
ing families  connected  with  the  movement  will 
dwell  amid  most  peaceful  and  bcuutiful  sur- 
roundings and  in  ideal  stone  cottages.  This  is 
a much  needed  benefit,  for  the  fifty-fivo  houses 
at  the  old  colliery  are  inadequate  to  meet  tho 
demands,  and  seventy  miners  nave  at  present  to 
walk  from  Alnwick  each  day.  On©  hundred  and 
sixty  stone  cottages  of  the  type  illustrated 
below  are  being  built.  Tho  site  of  the  new 
houses  is  between  the  two  pits.  Thirty  houses 
'are  already  occupied,  and  work  is  proceeding 
at  a further  seventy-five.  The  sand-stone  is 


the  same  as  is  used  for  the  building  at  tho  pit- 
head. It  comes  from  the  MTiolesale  Society’s 
own  quarry  in  the  vicinity. 

?.ho  new  colliery  will  inako  a big  difference  at 
Shilbottle,  but  during  the  two  years  period  of 
tho  sinking^operations  tho  old  pit,  which  is  still 
producing  the. finest  house  coal  in  tho  world,  ia 
prepared  to  supply  the  needs  of  co-operators 
oven  moro  liberally  than,  heretofore. 

Mr.  Coverdale  S.  Anderson,  the  manager  of 
Shilbottle  Colliery,  came  into  tho  service  of  the 
C.W.S.  in  1917,  when  tho  colliery  was  taken 
over.  Although  still  in  his  thirties,  he  has  had 
a distinguished  career.  At  tourteeu  years  of 
age  he  became  connected  with  tho  Shilbottle 
Colliery.  For  six  years  he  was  chief  electrician, 
and  for1  five  years  filled  tho  office  of  assistant 
manager  before  taking  full  charge.  In  1914  he 
took  Honours  in  mathematics  in  the  Board  of 
Education  examinations.  He  is  a member  of 
the  local  council  and  tho  board  of  guardian*. 


Th«  photographs  reproduced  above  show  the 
developments  now  being  carried  out  at  the 
C.W.S.  colliery  qt  Shilbottle,  Northumberland. 
Reading  from  ‘left  to  right  they  show  : — 

1.  The  old  light  railway  which  takes  the  coal 
to  Alnwick.  The  new  colliery  has  a direct  com- 
munication with  the  N.E.R.  main  line. 


2.  A bird’s  eye  view  of  one  of  the  shafts. 
This  picture  was  taken  from  the  top  platform 
of  the  “ sister”  shaft. 

3.  The  engine-house  in  connection  with  one 
of  the  shafts.  ' 

4.  To  house  the  miners  and  their  families 


oiie  hundred  and  sixty  houses  of  this  type  are 
being  built. 

5.  Sinking  operations  in  progress.  In  front 
are  tho  concrete  slabs  with  which  the  shafts 
are  being  lined. 

6. -  The  old  pit  is  ‘‘carrying  on”  until  the 
new  shafts  are  completed. 


7.  The  two  new  shafts  are  to  be  1,000  feet 
deep.  The  second  shaft  is  needed  to  satisfy 
the  requirements  in  respect  of  ventilation. 

Inset:  Mr.- C.  S.  Anderson,  manager  of  the 
colliery. 

[Photos  1,  2,  3,  1,  5,  end  7 : “ Cooperative  News  " copyright.) 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  the  Editor  of  the  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Business  and  Education. 

Sib, — Mr.  H.  J.  May  has  done  a service  in 
calling  attention  to  tho  relative  importance  of 
trading  and  education  in  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. Possibly  the  service  would  have  been 
greater  if  ho  had  spoken  his  mind  more  bluntly 
and  with  fewer  reservations.  There  is  need  for 
plain  speaking  in  this  matter. 

The  plain  fact  is  that  the  C.W.S.  board  not 
only  believes  itself  to  “ dominate”  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  but  that  it  believes  itself  to  be 
tiie  co-operative  movement,  or  all  of  it  that  mat- 
ters. The  truth  is,  of  course,  that  the  C.W.S. 
stands  for  ‘‘business,”  and  that  ‘‘business  is 
business  ’ even  when  it  is  co-operative  business. 
But  “ business”  is  not  the  whole  of  life;  it  is 
not  oven  the  whole  of  government.  A “Busi- 
ness Government,"  in  despite  of  Horatio  Bot- 
romley,  is  a social  impossibility. 

Tho  function  of  the  C.W.S.  is  to  feed  and 
clothe  and  house  co-operators  co-operatively.  'Hie 
1 unction  of  co-operativo  education  is  to  teach 
. Aopcators  how  to  live  co-operatively— a far 
higher  and  more  important  function;  as  much 
higher,  in  fact,  as  the  functions  of  the  mind 
are  higher  than  the  functions  of  the  digestive 
organs.  This  is  not  denying  to  the  stomach  an 
essential  and  necessary  part  in  the  organisation, 
nor  is  it  denying  that  the  needs  of  the  stomach 
must  first  be  satisfied  before  the  higher  faculties 
of  tho  mind  can  operate.  It  is  merely  asserting 
that  just  as  the  ^satisfying  of  animal  needs  alone 
will  produce  only  an  animal,  so  business  opera- 
tions in  the  co-operative  movement  cannot  of 
themselves  bring  us  one  Step  nearer  to  the  Co- 
operative Commonwealth.  For  this  the  essential 
is  the  co-operative  conscience  and  the  co-opera- 
tivo spirit,  both  products  of  co-operative  educa- 
tion.—Faithfully  youfs,  A.  Davison. 


C.W.S,  Directors’  Salaries. 

Sir, — I was  astonished  to  read  in  this  week’s 
*•  Co-operative  News  ’’  that  Newbiggin  Sooiety 
propose  to  reduce  the  C.W.S.  directors'  salaries 
by  25  per  cent. 

Surely  this  small  society  cannot  know  the  very 
responsible  positions  these  gentlemen  hold,  nor 
the  magnitude  of  the  transactions  and  business 
of  the  C.W.S.  In  my  opinion  the  directors  nro 
very  much  underpaid  as  compared  with  directors 
of  private  firms  with  not  one-quarter  tho 
turnover. 

I hope  the  delegates  will  vote  strongly  against 
the  motion,  which  is  a very  poor  return  to  men 
who  have  born  the  brunt  and  anxiety  of  this  huge 
organisation  during  the  last  seven  years. 

I would  suggest  to  Newbiggin  Society  that 
they  leave  such  important  matters  to  larger 
societies  to  deal  with,  who  are  in  close  touch  .with 
the  Wholesale  Society,  and  recognise  the 
responsible  position  of  a director.  What  may 
appear  a large  6um  in  a small  fishing  village  is 
nothing  great  in  large  towns  like  Newcastle  or 
Manchester. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  assure  Newbiggin  Society 
that  I have  been  a bo-operator  for  over  thirty 
years  and  that  I hWe  no  friends  or  relatives  on 
the  board  of  directors  (nor  am  I likely  to  have). 
— Yours  truly, 

Stockport.  Camboi^. 

Short-time  and  Loyalty. 

Sir, — It  is  with  regret  that  I noted  the  com- 
ments in  your  paper  ns  regards  1 ho  management 
of  tho  'C.W.S.  printing  establishments.  It  is 
also  regrettable  that  the  directors  have  been 
forced  through  the  depression  of  trade  to  have  to 
call  in  guqji  vulyablo  concessions  as  they  have 


been  able  in  the  past  to'give  to  their  employees, 
namely  the  two  shillings  bonus  and  the  forty- 
four  hours  per  week,  but  they  have  only  done 
wlmt  any  private  business  firm  would  have  done 
— taken  the  best  measures  to  regain  their  busi- 
ness balance,  and  to  do  what  is  most  fair  to  •their 
employees. 

The  employees  do  not  as  a body  like  to  lose 
these  valuable  concessions,  but  hope  that  tho 
directors  will  soon  be  able  to  cope  with  the  un- 
precedented slump  in  the  trade,  and  soon  be 
able  to  restore  more  valuable  concessions  which 
their  employees  will  rightly  value. 

Your  correspondent  upbraids  the  C.W.S. 
directors  for  buying  such  a place  as  tho  Reddish 
printing  works,  and  advises  them  to  6ell  out, 
&c.  What  about  those  employed  at  Reddish? 
In  my  opinion,  -the  directors  made  a very  fine 
bargain  when -they  bought  the  Reddish  printing 
works,  .which  is  one  of  the  finest  equipped  works 
in  Manchester  district,  fitted  with  the  best  of 
machinery  and  a staff  of  employees  and  over- 
seers ready  to  tackle  any  olass  of  work. 
Judging  from  what  I know  of  business  and  the 
price  paid  for  the  premises,  the  C.W.S.  directors 
and  those  responsible  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Reddish  works  made  what  will  prove  before  many; 
years  elapse  a very  finfe  investment. 

If  people,  instead  of  grumbliug  and  finding 
fault,  would  only  put  their  hand  to  the  plough 
and  try  to  help  the  directors  by  purchasing  all 
they  can  from  their  local  stores,  it  would  be  the 
right,  way  to  avoid  shortage  of  work,  and  the 
C.W.S.  officials  would  then  soon  be  able  to  restore 
the  best  of  concessions  to  their  employees. — 
Yours,  <fcc.,  Fair  Plav. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


A.  Davison. — Contributions  sent  in  are  always 
read  with  a view  of  their  publication  if  found 
suitable.  We  cannot  promise  publication,  until 
we  have  seen  the.  article,, 


By 

Appointment 


To 

U,M.  tho  Kinjx 


Why  bother  with  imitations — * 
which  always  benefit  the  seller 
and  never  you— when  you  can 
get  the  original  and  best 

Nestle’s  Milk 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 


English  or  Swiss 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

which  is  MILK  : Whole  milk 
and  nothing  but  milk,  three 
times  as  rich  in  cream  as  ordi- 
nary milk,  and  much  richer  than 
any  “ Evaporated  Milk.” 

Resolutely  refuse  just-as-goods — 
tfiere  are  none,  whatever  tdeir  price. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.  3. 


Jancahy  7,  1922. 
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C.W.S.  MEETING. 

HOW  TO  REACH  BASFORD 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  midland  divisional  meeting  of  the  C.W.S. 
will  be  held  in  the  Primitive  Methodist  School, 
Percy  street,  Old  Basford.  Nottingham,  on 
Saturday  next;  and  delegates  going  from  Not- 
tingham to  Basford  will  probably  find  trams  more 
convenient  than  trains.  Mr.  Thomas  Park 
(manager  and  secretary  of  the  Cinder  Hill 
Society)  writes  to  say  that  there  is  a three- 
miunte  tsar  service  to  Basford  from  any  of  the 
Nottingham  Stations,  and  delegates  arriving  at 
the  G.C.  8tation  should  take  a No.  5 car  and 
book  to  Nottingham-road  terminus;  distance  to 
meeting  room,  five  minutes’  walk.  Delegates 
alighting  at  the  Midland  Station  at  Nottingham 
arc  advised  to  take  the  No.  3 car  and  book  to 
Church-street,  Basford,  which  is  within  three 
minutes’  walk  of  the  meeting  room.  The  Bas- 
foid  and  Bulwell  Station  (G.N.R.)  is  five  minutes’ 
walk  from  the  meeting  room,  the  New  Basford 
Station  (G.O.R.)  ten  minutes,  and  the  Basford 
Station  (M.R.)  five  minutes.  Delegates  coming 
from  Ripley  and  Langley  Mill  way  should  take 
a Ripley  to  Nottingham  car,  and  book  to  Cowley- 
street,  Old  Basford.  This  is  opposite  the  room. 

If  parties  of  delegates  care  to  make  an  early 
journey  to  Nottingham,  and  they  will  let  Mr. 
Parks  know,  he  wiLl  try  and  arrange  for  some- 
one to  meet  them  at  the  station  and  take  them 
round  the  principal  places  hi  the  city,  sav,  for 
instance,  the  Castle,  Exchange,  School  of  Art, 
Guildhall,  University,  and  other  places  of  in- 
terest that  time  will  allow.  The  Castle  alone  is 
worth  a visit  from  any  part  of  the  kingdom. 
Here  the  celebrated  Mortimer’s  Hole  may  be 


MIDLAND  JOTTINGS. 

The  Birmingham  Society  lias  struck  out  in  a 
new  line  which  promises  to  be  one  of  the  fea- 
tures of  the  city.  The  cafe  at  the  central  pre- 
mises in  High-street  is  opened  on  Saturday 
nights  for  suppers,  and  judging  by  first  experi- 
ence the  experiment  should  prove  a great 
suooeSB. 

Through  the  action  of  Councillor  Mrs.  Flattery 
and  Councillor  W.  Exton.  two  loyal  co-operators 
on  the  Smethwick  Town  Council  that  body  sent 
n deputation  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  ask 
that  extra  relief  be  given  to  the  unemployed  for 
Christmas.  As  a result  2s.  6d.  to  married  people 
and  Is.  6d.  to  single  persons  living^  away  from 
home  was  granted  for  two  weeks.  This  will  be 
continued  for  a further  tliree  weeks  if  the 
sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  can  he 
obtained.  . 

Mr.  Vernon  AIlsopp,  secretary  to  the  Locomo- 
tive Improvement  Class,  Derby,  has  sent  a letter 
to  the  Derby  Co-operative  Society  thanking  them 
for  the  manner  iu  which  they  have  catered  for 
looomotivemon  from  out  stations  who  have  been 
visiting  the  Derby  locomotive  eredting  shops 
during  the  summer.  The  catering  was  of  a most 
up-to-date  character,  and  all  paid  a great  com 
pliment  to  the  Derby  Society.  ' 

The  Small  Heath  Men’s  and  Women's  Guilds 
made  a new  departure  last  week.  Instead  of 
each  holding  a Ohristm.us  party  and  inviting  the 
members  of  the  other  guild,  they  took  advantage 
of  the  large  Co-oporativo  Hall  on  the  Covontry- 
road  and  had  a very  successful  joint  social.  Mrs. 
Roberts  (vice-president  of  the  AY  omen's  Guild) 
and  Mr.  E.  Curtis  (secretary  of  the  Men's  Guild) 
shared  the  responsibility  of  the  arrangements, 
and  a very  enjoyable  night  resulted.  Musio, 
games  for  old  and  young,  and  dancing  alternated. 

On  Thursday  last  week  the  education  com- 
mittee of  the  Soho  Society  held  a whist  drive  at 
the  St.  Mary’s  Hall,  Bearwood,  Smethwick.  A 
huge  crowd  turned  up,  and  tables  had  to  be 
placed  in  every  available  room.  All  the  prize® 
wore  of  co-operative  production,  and  one  of  the 
winners  of  a box"  of  “Fulvous”  cigarettes  ex- 
pressed great  surprise  at  their  quality. 

A joint  committee,  representing  the  manage- 
ment and  the  employees  of  the  Coalville  Society, 
organised  a very  successful  whist  drive  and 
dance  in  the  Bridge-road  Council  Schools  on 
Tuesday,  December  27th,  for  the  benefit  of  one 
of  the  employees,  Mr.  F.  Underwood,  who  has 
had  a long  illness.  One  hundred  tables  were 
occupied  for  whist,  and  there  was  a large  num- 
ber of  dancers. 


JUNIOR  GUILDS  VOTE  BY  P.R. 

The  members  of  the  Juvenile  Guilds  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Socioty  liavo  had  their  first  ex- 
perience of  voting  according  to  the  proportional 
representation  system,  and  have  emerged  from 
the  ordeal  in  a most  successful  manner. 

The  occasion  for  the  election  was  the  de- 
cision to  oelebrate  in  the  Junior  Guilds  com- 
memoration days  to  famous  men  and  women. 
It  bad  bean  decided  , to  honour  six.  Twenty 
names  had  been  nominated  by  the  children 
themselves,  uninfluenced  by  the  teachers,  and 
in  order  to  choose  those  who  appealed  to  the 
greatest  possible  number,  proportional  represen- 
tation was  used. 

The  result  of  the  election  is  as  follows:  — 
Nureo  Cavcll,  Ernest  S'n-kleton,  Will  Crooks, 
Florence  Nightingale,  Robert  Owen.  William 
Shakespeare,  aud  Charles  Dickens  (runner-up). 

The  papers  wore  marked  in  an  extremely  in- 
telligent and  careful  manner,  and  the  result 
reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  the  members  of 
the  Juvenile  Guilds. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 

[F*om  Ora  Own  Cohmsponbents.] 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  in  the  Western 
Section  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board  has  been 
a success.  The  Mid-Glamorgan  board  reports 
that  some  of  its  main  achievements  are  a good 
working  knowledge  of  the  wages  and  conditions 
operative  in  the  Mid-Glamorgan  area  and  com- 
parative conditions  iu  other  areas.  Societies 
have  also  obtained  recognition  of  the  status  of 
the  board  as  the  negotiating  body  in  relation  to 
wages  and  conditions  of  labour  for  employees, 
thus  removing  the  sometimes  nncongonial  work 
the  committee-room  of  individual  bargaining 
with  employee®. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  new  machinery  came  into  existence  in 
time  to  meet  the  exceptional  economio  condi- 
tions, and  tbo  board  appreciate  the  great  help 
from  societies  and  representatives  during  the 
year,  which  has  been  a strenuous  one.  Eighteen 
meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  and 
opart  from  the  meetings  of  the  Sectional 
Council,  numbering  ten,  representatives  of  the 
employees  have  been  interviewed  as  follows:  — 
Bakore,  5;  N.U.D.A.W.,  5;  Shop  Assistants’ 
Union,  2;  N.U.C.O.,  3;  and  Butchers,  1. 

The  most  valuable  assets  an  hours  and  wages 
hoard  can  have  are  good  officials,  supported 
loyally  by  the  representatives.  The  Mid- 
Glamorgan  board  is  to  be  congratulated  in 
having  Mr.  W.  Edwards  as  chairman  and  Mr. 
E.  J.  Evans  (Pontyoymmcr)  as  secretary.  The 
latter  has  carried  out  the  arduous  aud  some- 
times uncongenial  duties  with  credit  to  himself 
and  the  hoard.  His  wholehcartedness  in  the 
work  has  been  of  great  value. 

♦ ♦ * 

The  recent  propaganda  meeting  held1  at  Corse, 
where  the  Gloucester  Society  has  a branch 
store,  brings  to  mind  the  gr^at  scheme  of  land 
reform  undertaken  by  the  Chartists  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  Feargus  O’Connor.  Corso  was 
a portion  of  the  estate  purchased  under  the 
scheme,  and  consisted  of  a cottage  and  two  acres 
of  laud.  Many  who  took  part  in  the  scheme, 
such  as  those  who  were  weavers,  were  unpre- 
pared for  this  new  mode  of  lifer  and  the  result 
was  failure.  The  houses  or . bungalows.  which 
were  built  are  still  in  existence.  Those  peopl 
who  settled  in  the  district  took  the  co-operative 
spirit  with  them,  and  finally  commenced 
business  but  later  the  Gloucester  Socioty  took 
the  store  over,  and  the  brimeh  shop  is  in  one 
of  the  bungalows.  It  is  interesting  to  know 
that  it  has  been  successful  and  a boon  to  the 
agricultural  workers. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Students  who  attend  this  year’s  Easter  week- 
end gathering  at  Gloucester  will  find  that  the 
district  is  worth  a visit  from  an  educational 
point  of  view.  It  shows  what  our  forefathers 
attempted  in  the  way  of  getting  back  to  the 
land. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

The  London  Society  successfully  carried  .out 
the  catering  arrangements  at  a dinner  given  to 
10,000  poor  children  iu  Bow  and  Bromley  on 
Saturday. 

“The  Possibilities  of  Co-operation”  will  be 
reviewed  by  Mr.  Fred  Bramley  at  a conference 
arranged  by  the  North  and  South  Metropolitan 
Association  at  the  Council  Schools,  Dollis  Hill, 
on  Saturday,  January  21st,  at  3 p.m. 

It  iis  reported  that  good  progress  has  been 
made  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Univer- 
sities, of  which  Mr.  Albert  Mansbridge  is  a 
member.  The  report  it  is  expected  will  bo 
issued  early  iu  the  spring. 

A junior  orchestral  class  will  be  started  early 
in  tile  New  Year  at  the  Enfield  Highway  Society's 
Co-operative  Hall.  Free  tuition  will  be  given 
by  a capable  conductor. 

Over  150  students  have  been  enrolled  in  the 
classes  organised  by  the  Enfield  Highway 
vSoeioty’s  educational  committee  and  Mr.  D. 
Mason  (secretary).  The  new  classes  opened  at 
AV alt-ham  Abbey,  Ponder’s  End,  and  Hartford 
havo  been  highly  successful.  , 

Air.  Albert  Mansbridge  spoke  on  vocational 
education  at  a conference  held  by  the  Educa- 
tional Association,  ab  University  College, 
London,  on  Friday. 

In  1870  the  sales  of  the  Norwich  Society 
totalled  £493  with  a sliaro  capital  of  £135.  -For 
the  year  just  ended  the  sales  have  reached  a 
total  of  £581,844.  Well  done,  Norwich  1 

in  the 
of  the 


The  local  pages  of  the  “ Wheat  sheafs  ” 
nth  are  giving  prominence  to  tile  work 


AT  THE  DOCKS. 

ELIMINATING  THE  MIDDLEMAN. 

Some  details  were  reoently  published  in  these 
columns  of  the  establishment  of  the  Stevedores’ 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  in  Loudon,  ibis  is  a. 
new  departure  as  far  as  the  Metropolis  is  con- 
cerned, and  it  introduces  co-operation  in  a sphere 
where  tho  middleman  has  hitherto  been  supreme, 
audi  incidentally,  has  reaped  a rich  harvest. 
The"  contractors  have  been  able  to  make  big 
profits  by  exacting  from  tbe  owners  the  highest 
possible  price  for  unloading  tho  vessels,  and 
then  exploiting  the  labour  by  keeping  the  wages 
down  to  a minimum.  There  is  no  more  conser- 
vative place  than  the  docks,  where  everything 
is  done  to  protect  vested  interests,  and  any  new 
scheme  which  is  framed  to  benefit  the  workers 
and  to  break  down  monopoly  is  sure  to  be 
regarded  with  disfavour.  With  the«o  obstacles 
to  face  the  promoters  of  tho  new  society  are  to 
be  complimented  on  their  courage  and  optimism 
in  seeking  to  cultivate  the  co-operative  plant  on 
very  unpromising  soil.  Tlio  society  is  affiliated 
to  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  has  placed  its 
banking  and  insurance  business  with  the  C.AY  .S 
The  society  has  recently  executed  its  first 
contract,  which  appropriately  was  tho  handling 
of  a co-operative  cargo.  A shipload  of  goods 
was  dealt  with  to  the  order  of  tlio  All-Russian 
Co-operative  Society  at  the  Surrey  Commercial 
Docks,  and  we  understand  that  the  order  was 
expeditiously  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of 
everyone  concerned.  - A second  contract  has 
been  entered  into  with  the  society  in  respect  of 
another  ship  which  is  to  arrive  ut  one  of  the 
London  docks.  Now  that  this  fetnrt  has  been 
made  we  trust  that  other  orders  will  flow  in. 
If  tho  scheme  is  made  a success  in  London  there 
h uo  doubt  that  the  society’s  plans  will  be 
followed  in  other  shipping  centres,  where  labour 
would  be  ensured  of  receiving  its  full  measure 
of  recognition  instead  of  big  profits  being  inter- 
cepted by  middlemen. 


south  _ r . ....  v. 

Southern  Sectional  Advisory  Council,  which?  has 
been  formed  to  push  the  sales  of  trw)  National 
Co-operative  Publish ing  Society's  publications. 
Mr.  R.  Hibberd.  66,  Great  Preacott-strect, 
London,  E 1,  is  the  secretary. 

Tlie  junior  and  senior  guild  oounoils  and  the 
educational  committee  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society  have  .set  out  to  raise  £100  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  the  junior  guilds  with  sports 
apparatus,  and  lor  the  formation  of  Kibbo  Kift 
tribes  in  tbo  society’s  area.  One  method  adopted 
is  the  .selling  of  C.W.S.  scent  oards. 

Tho  Walthamstow  branch  drapery  and  hosiery 
department  of  tho  London  Society  was  a prize-  ' 
winner  in  t.lio  “ Evening  News”  Clixistmas  win- 
dow-dressing competition,  in  which  over  1,100 
shops  competed.  The  names  of  the  window- 
dressers  concerned  are  Mr.  R.  E.  Middleton 
(drapery  department)  and  Mr.  H.  Roffe  (hosiery 
department).  The  shop  secured  the  sixth  place 
in  the  list  of  prize-winners,  with  1,308  votes. 

We  regret  to  liave  to  report  that  Mr.  Fred 
Harris  (education  secretary  to  the  Luton 
; Society)  for  the  past  ten  years,  passed  away  on 
Sunday  at  bis  residence,  30,  SilSigrggM. 
nfc  "fie  age  'of  forty-three.  3fr.  Harris  was  a 
callable  and  energetic  worker,  and  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  bis  colleagues  in  the  movement  for  his 
genial  mid  sympathetic  t-emperrt.rr.6nt  in  idle  bun 
many  friends  in  his  native  plaoe  and  about ‘the 
Southern  Section., 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
members  of  the  Portsea  Island  Society  at  their 
half-yearly  meeting:  “ That  far  tbo  purpose  of 
determining  the  rescindment  or  otherwise  of  the 
resolution  by  which  tlie  society  set  up  tbe  con- 
stitution of  a local  Cooperative  Representation 
Council,  a ballot  vote  of  the  members  be  taken. 

We  regret  to  hear  that  the  chairman  of  tbe 
Portsea  Island  Society  (Mr.  F.  J.  Frankling)  is 
seriously  ill.  His  long  service  in  various  spheres 
of  co-operative  work  has  made  him  one  of  the 
best-known  co-operators  in  the  Southern  Section. 

Mr  Charles  AVcod,  an  active  member  of  the 
South  Suburban  Society,  and  a prominent  Guild 
worker,  was  recently  elected  to  a seat  on  the 
Lewisham  Council,  in  succession  to  the  late  -Mrs. 
Ma<lg wick.  The  new  councillor  was  nominated 
by  the  Catfotd  Co-operative  Local  Representa- 
tion Council,  and  scored  a splendid  victory  over 
his  two  opponents; 

“All  members  should  read  the  ‘ Co-operative 
News  ’ ” is  the  isound  advice  given  ;n  the  January 
“ AY  heat  sheaf  ’ ’ of  the  South  Suburban  Society. 

At  a one-day  school  arranged  by  the  South 
Suburban  Society,  to  lie  hold  at  Thornton-  Her.tfi, 
on  Thursday,  February  2nd,  Mi*.  A.  V.  Alexander 
(secretary  to  the  Parliamentary  Cominnuje)  will 
deliver  two  lectures  on  “ Menace  of  Trusts  and 
Combines.” 

Mr  AY  B.  Neville  (secretary  to  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society)  and  Air.  J.  Reeves  (educational 
secretary)  are  giving  a seneS  of  lantern  lectures 
desoriptive  of  tlieir  visit  to  the  Basle  Inter- 
national Congress.  . Mr.  Neville  secured  a 
remarkable  set  of  photos  from  bis  camera,  which 
have  been  reproduced  for  tho  purposes,  of  the 
lectures. 

ROYAL  ARSENAL  SOCIETY'S 

developments. 

Fckthkr  evidence  of  the  vitality  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society  in  the  present  difficult  tunes  is 
afforded  by  recent  developments  in  the  A\  uolwich 
district.  . ' The  society  bus  just  taken  over  two 
businesses  as  going  cxmoerns  from  a hmited 
liability  company  iu  High-street,  Deptford,  and 
Rodnev-rood,  Walworth. 

Tbe  former  premises  comprise  a magnificent 
building  situated  in  one  of  the  busiest  shopping 
centres  in  South  London,  and  constitutes  the 
largest  shop  which  the  society  possesses,  having 
a frontage  of  lift.y-th.ree  feet.  The  Roduey-road 
premises  are  situated  in  the  heart  of  n dense 
population  at  AValworth,  where  an  example 
co-operative  trading  is  particularly  desirable. 

At  both  premises  the  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions have  been  exceeded,  and  during  the  week 
preceding  Christmas  a very  large  trade  was 
secured. 


NORTH-WESTERN  NOTES 
AND  NEWS. 

A correction. — -In  the  “ Co-operative  News  •' 

last  week  (page  five),  a report  of  the  Livorsedge 
bocaoty’s  quarterly  meeting  was  published,  but 
unfortunately  the  word  Liverpool  was  printed 
instead  of  Liversedge.  To  both  societies  wo 
tender  apologies. 

At  the  moeting  of  the  Halifax  Co-operative 
Council,  held  on  December  23rd — Mr.  J.  10. 
Brooks  (Wainstalls  Society)  presiding — much 
concern  was  expressed  at  tho  rumour  which  was 
prevalent  in  tlio  town  that  the  C.W.S.  proposed 
closing  the  flour  mill  at  Halifax.  Iu  the  opinion 
of  the  council,  this  stop  would  be  ill-advised. 
It  would  mean  that  the  societies  would  have  a 
larger  amount  of  outlay  in  obtaining  tho  flour, 
and  that  for  economy  they  would  probably  pui- 
chase  flour  at  the  local  flour  mills.  A resolution 
was  moved  and  sent  to  the  C.W.S.  on  this 
subject. 

" AAe  are  of  the  opinion  that  tlie  tendency  of 
trade  is  upwards,”  says  tho  Raddiffe  and  Bilk- 
ing ton  Society’s  report.  “There  is  a brighter 
and  more  optimistic  feeling  prevailing  generally, 
and  we  know  from  our  own  operations  that  the 
State  of  trade  locally  is  not  quite  so  bad  os  it 
was  two  months  ago.”  Tho  sales  of  £72,254 
show  a decrease  of  £40,048  when  compared  with 
the  corresponding  quarter. 

‘ ‘ The  majority  of  our  members  have  seen 
through  the  press  attack,  aud  recognise  that  owr 
society  is  a safe,  sound,  and  gilt-edged  security 
for  investment.’  So  says  the  report  of  the 
Horwich  Society.  The  share  capital  shows  a 
decrease  when  compared  with  last  quarter,  but 
an  increase  on  a year  ago. 

Mr.  Handle  presided  over  the  Halifax  Society’s 
meeting,  hold  on  December  24th,  aud  there  was 
a good  attendance.  Mr.  David  Jones  was  nomi- 
nated for  a seat  on  the  board  of  the  Heckmond- 
wike  Manufacturing  Company.  The  members 
voted  the  sum  of  £-10  to  the  Halifax  Nursing 
Homes.  The  President  reported  that  there  had 
been  a decrease  iu  tlio  amount  of  sales,  but  in 
bulk  the  general  manager  did  not  feel  that  nn.v 
great  decrease  had  taken  place.  The  society  was 
stable,  and  tlio  share  capital  bad  increased  by 
over  £5,000,  and  stood  at  £202,000. 

Hie  Burnley  Society’s  committee  propose  to 
have  the  land  and  buildings  of  the  socioty  re- 
valued during  the  present  quarter,  and  from  the 
difference  between,  such,  valuation  and  the  pre- 
sent nominal  value  to  reinstate  such  of  tlio  re- 
serve fund  as  has  been  appropriated  for  kisses 
and  dividends,  and  show  tlie  balance  in  the  land 
and  buildings  account  as  extinguished  by  .depre- 
ciation. In  order  to  give  evidence  of  tho  security 
that  exists  to  the  members,  they' -have  had  the 
central  promises  valued,  and  these  are  worth 
£^3.800,  as  against  a nominal  value  of  £16,01 1. 
A mvjdend  of  9d.  «n  tho  pound  is  recommended . 

THe  Wakefield  Industrial  Socioty ’ s Christmas 
show  was  a great  success,  the  results  quite  ex- 
ceeding expectations.  The  show  was  on  for 
sixteen  days,  and  in  that  period  the  sales,  which 
were  mostly  confined  to  small  goods  such  n s 
biscuits  and  sweets,  amounted  to  about  ’£300. 
it  was  tho  first  time,  the  society  had  held  a 
Christmas  show,  and  a lot  of  the  trade  fftie  dom- 
with  non-mem  her 3. 


We  congratulate  Mr.  Joseph  Greenwood,  J.P., 
the  co-operative  vet-era  n of  Hebden  Bridge,  who 
celebrated  bis  eighty-eighth  birthday!  on  Wed- 
nesday last  week.  Although  nearing  tbe  nona- 
genarian stage  Mr.  Greenwood  is  remarkably 
active,  and  his  attachment  to  public  work  con- 
tinues, for  recently  he  was  re-appointed  a*;  the 
Hebden  Bridge  Council's  representative  for  the 
Hepfconstall  Exhibitions  and  Naylor’s  Charity. 

The  members  of  the  C.W.S.  Malo-Voice  Choir 
^Manchester)  showed  their  esteem  for  two  old 
colleagues  at  the  rehearsal  on  Thursday,  last 
week.  Mr.  J.  Holland,  who  has  left  the  service 
of  the  society,  received  a music  cabinet  from  tho 
members  of  tlio  choir  and  a silver  cigarette  case 
from  the  choir  committee;  whilst  Mr.  AV.  Man- 
sell, who  lias  gone  to  Derby  with  the  agricultural 
department’s  staff,  was  presented  with  a clock. 

It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  we  annonmo 
the  death  of  the  general  manager  of  the  Goolo 
Society  (Sir.  AVilliam  Jackson).  He  died  at  his 
residence  on  Friday,  December  30th.  Tho  in- 
terment took  plaoe  at  Goolo  Cemetery  on 
AVednesday,  tho  4th  inst. 


A PECULIAR  POSITION. 

INSURANCE  AGENTS  AS 

COMMITTEEMEN. 

The  question  as  to  whether  insurance  agents 
are  eligible  to  sit  on  the  Sandboch  Society's 
board  of  management  was  discussed  with  some 
heat  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  society  on 
Monday  evening.  Mr.  Amos  A\Tood  presided. 

Mr.  R.  Rusooo,  an  insurance  agent,  and 
formerly  a president  of  tho  society  for  a 
number  of  years,  referred  to  his  nomination 
paper,  which  had  been  objected  to  on  the 
grounds  that  he  was  an  insurance  agent.  Ibis 
VPW  came  question,  continued  Mr.  Kusooe, 


when  a man,  whi* 


very  same 

came  up  several  years  ago,  -----  ,•  . 

was  not  an  employed  person,  was  rejected  from 
being  a member  of  tbo  general  committee. 

The  Chairman  said  that  when  the  question 
was  brought  up  it  was  decided  to  make  inquiries 
from  the  highest  legd  authority.  It  was  »ilb- 
mitted  as  clearly  as  they  could,  and  the  repU 
was  that  if  the'threo  men  who  were  insurance 
agents  were  returned  at  the  election— Mf^re. 
Booth,  Platt,  and  Ruscoo—they  could  not  sit  on 
the  committee.  _ „ 

After  a protracted  discussion  Air.  G.  Booth 
was  declared  the  president  for  tho  corning  year, 
as  he  had  resided  his  position  as  the 
agent  to  the  CAY.S  Vab Mm™. 
R.  Ruscoe  and  T.  I latt, 
arbitration. 


it  was  agreed  to  go  to 
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All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  " Women's  Pages,"  “ Co-operative  News"  Office, 
Long  Millgate,  Manchester. 


A WELCOME  TO  1922. 

MAY  CO-OPERATIVE  PRINCIPLES 

FLOURISH. 

By  the  time  the  “ News  ” is  iu  the  hands 
If  our  readers  the  New  Year  of  1922  will  be 
week  old,  already  settling  down  to  the 
daily  task,  the  gammon  round.”  The 
hildren  will  be  getting  ready  for  school,  and 
he  weekly  washing  day  coming  round, 
as  though  no  holiday  had  intervened,  and 
as  though  no  fresh  leaf  in  the  century’s 
book  of  years  had  been  turned. 

The  business  of  working  and  eating,  of 
learning  and  loving,  falls  again  into  its 
accustomed  proportions — not  always  justly 
graded,  may  we  say,  but  in  the  main  taking 
up  the  major  part  of  our  daily  energies. 

This  is  perhaps  why  it  is  so  easy  to  lapse 
nto  the  jog-trot  of  everyday  life,  and  to 
forget  some  of  the  good  resolutions,  the  high 
hopes,  and  the  expansion  of  kindly  feelings 
which  a week  ago  stirred  our  emotions. 

We  are  not/complaining  of  this  return  to 
the  normal,  provided  the  real  changes  which 
the  New  Year  necessarily  brings  keep  us 
reminded  that  we  are  going  forward  and  not 
back  or  even  standing  still.  We  may  forget 
and  date  a letter  or  two  in  1921,  but  the  fact 
remains  that  it  is  1922. 

The  English  Women’s  Guild  begins  its 
new  era  With  this  New  Year.  Much  that  is- 
normal  in  the  organisation  of  our  English 
guild  life  will  go  on  as  usual.  The  funda- 
mental objects  of  guild  association  are  not 
changed  in  the  least,  but  the  important 
<ihanges  in  personnel  at  the  centre  will 
necessarily  create  a new  atmosphere,  which 
is  bound  to  have  its  effects  in  time,  though 
we  feel  that;  the  new  officers — Miss  Enfield 
and  Mrs.  Barton — are  so  completely  in 
harmony  with  those  from  whose  shoulders 
they  have  received  the  mantle  of  leadership, 
that  no  ground  already  won  will  be  lost.  The 
guild  will  go  forward  to  greater  and  still  greater 
strength,  for  as  Miss  LI.  Davies  and  Miss 
Harris  truly  say,  “ in  our  branches  is  found 
the  vigorous  life  and  activity  on  which  the 
guild  ultimately  rests.”  We  heartily  con- 
gratulate the  new  officers  on  their  appoint- 
ment, and  the  guild  upon  the  choice  they  have 
made  with  such  practical  unanimity. 

In  the  co-operative  movement  at  large, 
too,  there  are  hopeful  signs  of  trade  revivals 
in  the  near  future,  and  certainly  the  year 
has  opened  with  mighty  calls  for  renewed 
effort  to  bring  about  complete  co-operation 
in  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  The  movement 
has*  been  well  shaken  up,  and  it  must  not 
settle  back  into  the  jog-trot  of  older  days. 

The  year  1922  ought  to  see  great  advances 
in  membership,  capital,  and|trade  ; but  above 
all,  in  propaganda  of  co-operative  principles 
in  the  enlargement  of  spheres  of  action,  and 
in  the  encouragement  of  women  members 
to  joint  service  and  responsibility. 


SHALL  THE  CHILDREN 

PAY  AND  SUFFER? 

We, arc  sure  that  the  welcome  letter  wc 
publish  this  week  from  Lady  Aelaml,  the 
founder  of  the  Women’s  Guild,  will  meet 
with  the  whole-hearted  support  qf  women 
co-operators,  and  that  the  threatened  cut  in 
national  expenditure  on  education  -will  be 
resisted  by  organised  women  co-operators. 

Sir  James  Yoxall,  speaking  in  the  name 
of  organised  teachers,  has  already  pointed 
out  that  the  great  defeat  of  our  educational 
system  is  that  the  classes  arc  too  large,  and 
that  the  supply  of  teachers  is  even  now  short 
to  the  extent  of  20,000,  due  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  not  paid  well  enough.  Coupled 
with  this  shocking  state  of  affairs,  there  now 
comes  the  proposed  cut  of  over  20  per  cent., 
whereby  it  is  estimated  a saving  of  twenty 
millions  will  be  effected.  And  this  while 
the  country  is  spending  200  millions  on 
fighting  services.  Thus  are  die  children 
being  made  to  pay  for  the  war.  Will  co- 
operators  stand  by  and  allow  tin’s  to  go  on 
without  protest.  The  National  Union  of 
Teachers  is  preparing  in  every  wav  to  resist 
the  reduction,  the  Labour  Party  has 
already  registered  its  opposition,  and  co- 
operators,  if  true  to  their  traditions,  must 
also  make  their  voices  heard  against  such  a 
policy. 


YOUR  CHILD’S  EDUCATION  IN  DANGER. 


LETTER  FROM  LADY  ACLAND. 


Dear  Madam, — We  are  passing  through 
very  serious  days,  the  whole  world  is  war- 
sick,  strained,  distressed,  disappointed.  The 
war  which  was  to  end  war  has  brought  no 
peace  ; 110  peace  yet.  We  have  to  go  back 
a hundred  years,  to  the  time  of  Napoleon, 
before  we  find  anything  like  what  is  going 
on  to-day  ; it  was  worse  then,  because  con- 
ditions were  worse,  communication  was  worse, 
housing  was  worse,  education  was  worse, 
and  there  was  no  co-operation. 

W e can  hardly  think  now  of  what  a mighty 
difference  co-operation  can  make  and  will 


Lady  Acland. 

make  if  we  use  it  properly.  To  quote  our 
old  motto  with  a difference — “ Co-operation 
begins  in  the  shop,  who  can  tell  where  it 
ends  ? ” There  are  many  points  from  which 
this  theme  might  be  developed.  One  would 
like  to  take  a series  of  them.  But  let  us 


take  hold,  here  and  now,  of  that  one  great 
question — education.  We  read  the  papers, 
we  watch  what  is  being  done,  and  in  every 
direction  we  see,  unfortunately,  that  at  the 
present  time  the  education  of  our  children 
is  in  xdanger.  War  and  its  consequences ; 
profiteers  who  are  out  of  reach  ; all  sorts  of 
complications  which  politicians  and  financiers 
discourse  about  and  explain,  but  do  not 
remove,  have  brought  the  world’s  finances 
to  a queer  pass.  Some  of  these  are  the 
people  who  are  threatening  to  cut  off  the 
opportunities  of  our  children.  Something 
must  be  done ; yes,  it  must ! 

This  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  national 
finance.  It  is.'however,  the  place  to  discuss 
something  which  concerns  homes  and  chil- 
dren now,  and  the  homes  and  the  children 
of  the  future.  Co-operation  is  a mighty 
power ; it  is  on  the  side  of  Advance,  Hot  of 
Retreat.  Shall  we  not  wake  up,  or  rather 
show  how  wide  awake  we  are  ; show  that 
we  notice  that  the  promises  for  better 
chances  for  those  ^who  must  come  after  us 
are  withdrawn,  and  that  even  harder  than 
this,  classes  already  far  too  big  in  schools 
may  be  bigger ; 'that  all  the  delightful 
helpfulness  brought  to  life  in  kindergartens 
and  infant  schools  i£  to  be  threatened.  Here 
and  now  is  an  opportunity.  Here  is  need 
for  us  to  co-operate,  that  we  may  do  some- 
thing to  stem  the  tide  of  retrogression  with 
which  we  are  threatened. 

There  are  many  battle  cries  which  ring 
in  our  ears,  but  above  them  all  comes  this 
one  “ Education  in  Danger,”  about  wftiich 
I hope  I may  be  able  to  write  further. — Yours 
faithfully,  Alice  S.  Acland. 

(Founder  of  the  Women’s  Guild.) 

S5,  Onslow-square,  London,  S.W.7. 

, December  30th,  1921. 


CO-OPERATIVE  WOMEN 

AND 

INTERNATIONALISM. 

\ 

HOUSEWIVES’  ORGANISATIONS 
FORMED  ABROAD. 


Fr.u 


Readers  of  our 
“ Women’s  Pages  " 
are  already  fa  mi  I 


F/IEUNDI.ICII. 

Vicuna,. President  of  ihc  Women’s  11  . ,1  . 

Internalioiial  Committee.  "ltll  tile  fact  that 

Fran  Frer.ndlich 
(Austria)  and  }fiss  Enfield  (cf  the  English  Wo- 
men’s Guild)  are  the  president  piul  secretary  of 
the  Women’s  Co-operative  International  Commit- 
tee. But  now  we  are  able  to  state  that  a 
committee  has  been  formed,  including,  with  these 
*wo  officials,  Airs.  Dewsbury  (president  of  the 
'.liglisb  Women  s Guild),  Miss  Jonson  (Sweden), 
and  Mrs.  M'Coubrey  (of  the  Irish  Women’s' 
Guild). 

Besides  this  piece  tjf  nows.  60  are  able  to  tell 
our  readers  that  efforts  are  being  made  to 
rganj.-'o  w onienV  in  other  countries',  and  that 
under  the  leadership  of  Frau  Freuiullu-li, 
Austrian  women  are  increasing  their  activities’ 
and  Conferences  of  women  members  of  the  boards 
of  administration  ami  branch  committees  have 
been  bold  iu  Vienna. 

“ Women’s  Sphere  of  Action  in  Co-operative 
Societies”  has  been  considered  at  th^se  confer- 


At  a recent  con- 
ference  of  women's 
organisations  held 
in  Switzerland,  it 
Was  stated  that 
it  is  only  in  the 
co-operative  move- 

interests  truly  re- 
presented as  housewives,  mothers,  and  educators. 
For  as  a co-operator,  the  woman  member 
realises  that  the  present  system  of  education  will 
disappear  in  proportion  as  the  co-operative  prin- 
« iple  is  extended  in  every  sphere.  Further, 
Swiss  co-operative  women  believe  that  the  best 
training  centre  for  women  desirous  of  entering 
imhlit  hie  is  through  the  co-operative  movement, 
because  it  gives  to  both  sexes  equal  privileges 
ami  duties,  and  because  its  field  of  activity  is 
so  wide,  extending  as  it  does  f.rcm  the  home  into 
national  and  political  life. 

At  the  Swiss  conference  a resolution  was 
passed  recommending  women’s  organisations  to 
deal  more  fully  in  their  programmes  with  the  co- 


ELECTED  TO  MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE. 


IRA  li.  ENFIELD. 
'*«r.v  uf  tin1  English 
111.  iiimI  SrrmL.ry  of 
Interimlioi.ul  Coin- 


oncos,  when,  it  was  felt  that  Housewives' 
Organ  nations,  formed  lor  economic  reasons, 
should  he  started  in  connection  with  co-operative 
tcnetics. 


Mrs.  Frost.  Mbs.  Mtjib. 

Recently  elected  to  the  Blyth  Society’s  man- 
agement committee. 


WORLD  LANGUAGE- 

ESPERANTO. 

[To  the  Editor  of  the  “ Women’s  Pages,”]: 

Dear  Madam, — I have  seen  signs  lately  that 
guildswomen  are  turning  their  attention  to  the 
all-important  subject 1 of  Esperanto,  especially 
since  the  Congress  at  Basle.  I feel  encouraged 
to  liop3  from  these  signs  that  our  women  may 
become  pioneers  in  a great  international  btep 
forward,  and  especially  in  international 
co-operation. 

I have  been  “a  stranger  in  a strange  land,” 
unacquainted  with  its  language,  and  have  met 
there  and  conversed  familiarly  with  representa- 
tives from  all  parts  of  Europe,  and  even  from 
the  Ear  East — Japan,  China,  and  India. 

Our  Esperanto  Congresses  differ  from  all 
others,  for  the  terrible  barrier  of  language  is 
thrown  down,  and  true  internationalism 
becomes  realised  during  the  few  days  of 
your  stay.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  emo- 
tions which  swell  in  your  breast  when  you 
experience  this  sensation  of  complete  understand- 
ing, and  how  the  contact  with  our  brethren  of 
other  races  proves  indeed  that  “all  the  world  is 
kin.” 

Their  ideals,  their  aspirations,  their  liopc-s  are 
our  hopes,  and  we  seem  to  have  everything  in 
common. 

We  have,  indeed,  been  revelling  in  a very  riot 
of  “ nationalism  ” lately,  and  tire  stirring  of  rac-c 
hatreds  has  been  distressing  indeed.  The  gospe  l 
of  “ internationalism  ” ijuis(,  now  be  preached 
with  all  the  fervour  at  cur  command. 

And  our  chief  instrument  is  an  international 
language,  and  that  language  must  ho 
Esperanto.  It  is  easy  to  learn,  and  the  learning 
is  a delightful  form  of  recreation.— 

A friend  of  mine  learnt  it  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five,  and  I know  a little  £irl  of  five  who  prattles 
it  as  she' would  English,  lily  own  daughter,,  as  a 
winner  of  the  Bland  ford  Scholarship,  after  nine 
mouths’  study  of  the  language,  gave  us  a three- 
quarters-of-AU-hour  lecture,  describing  her  tour 
among  a number  of  productive  societies,  all  iu 
Esperanto. 

I have  always  hoped  that  the  Co-operatiro 
Union  would  make  it  a subject  to  be  taught  under 
their  control.  But,  failing  that,-  I do  hope  that 
the  Women’s  Guild  will  take  it  up,  and  through 
them  our  education  committees,  until  Esperanto 
shall  have  found  a real  footing  in  the  co-onera- 
tive  world,  and  so  helped  towards  the  brothornood 
of  nations,  which  can  only  be  realised  when  we 
have  a commou  tongue. — Yours  faithfully, 

Edwin  Elliott. 

37,  St.  Thonias’-road,  S.  Hackney,- 
London,  E 9,  December  12th,  1921, 


operative  movement,  and  to  urgev  co-operntiv« 
societies  and  the  Unions  of  the  various  countrios 
to  grant  women  fuller  representation  in  the 
Co-Operative  Unions. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 


At  the  last  Nottingham  district  conference, 
held  at  Staplei'ord,  the  chair  was  taken 
by  Mrs.  Reynolds  (president  of  the  district), 
and  Mr.  S.  Rees  (organiser,  Co-operative 
Party)  spoke  on  the  Co-oi>erative  Party,  which, 
he  said,  llad  been  termed  to  give  information  and 
to  help  co-operators  to  take  a wider  view  of  the 
movement.  When  asking  if  co-operators  are 
justified  in  having  ji  political  party,  they  must 
remember  liow  1 110  movement  was  treated  in 
war-time,  and  how  they  could  only  save  them- 
selves by  organising  their  vote,  which  was  the 
function  ol'  the  Co-tq>erative  Party. 

Mrs.  Unsworth  (Derby)  said  it  was  difficult  to 
organise  the  women,  and  the  Co-operative  Party 
must  do  all  they  could  to  help  them. 

Mrs.  Hardy  (Selston)  complained  of  the  apathy 
in  the  movement  while  Mrs.  Wallis  (Notting- 
ham) was  grieved  to  see  so  many  co-operators 
hoodwinked  by  the  Liberal  and  Conservative 
Parties. 

Mrs.  Whitlock  (Staploford)  thought  Politioal 
Councils  should  mee*-  locally  and  instruct  candi- 
dates how  to  vote. 


At  the  Western  Sectional  Conference  of  tho 

Women’s  Guild,  lieid  at  Bridgwater  reooutly, 
Mrs.  Prosser,  C.C.,  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mrs. 
Layton  (Guild  vice-president)  gave  n report  of 
her  visit  to  the  International  Congress  at  Basle. 
Discussion  ensued,  the  questions  being  dealt 
with  in  a very  able  manner  by  the  lecturer,  and 
resulted  in  a unanimous  express  of  goodwill  and 
fraternal  feeling  towards  tho  Congress  and 
Esperanto.  A resolution  was  unanimously  passed 
expressing  regret  at  Alisa  Llowelyu  Davies’  and 
Miss  Harris'  resignations. 


JunrABT  7,  1923. 
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WOMEN’S  PAGES 


OUR  FIFTY  YEARS. 


WOMEN'S  BEST  WISHES  FOR  THE  SUCCESS  OF  THE  “NEWS.” 


Councillor  Mrs.  E.  S.  Qanley  (Battersaa.). 

Fifty  years!  1871  and  now,  and  the . world,  has 
altered  very  little  since,  only  perhaps  intensified 
Itself  in  its  methods;  1871  reminds  us  of  repara- 
tions, and  the  same  question  is  agitating  our 
minds  to-day,  which  should  bring  comfort  to  some 
of  our  dear  people  who  fear  change,  for  evidently 
the  more  w-o  change,  the  more  we  remain  the 
same.  Oan  this  bo  said  of  the  oo-operativo  move- 
ment? 

Undoubtedly  the  “ Oo-operative  News  has 
played  its  part  in  maintaining  the  ideals  of  the 
pioneers.  Tl»9  “ Co-operative  News  ” has 
endeavoured  to  realise  the  reason  of  the  pres6 
as  a medium  of  exchange  of  opinion  on  the  affairs 
of  the  day.  Consequently  ail  shades  of  opinion 
are  given  space,  and  readers  are  thereby  helped 
to  form  a reasoned  judgment.  This  is  intensely 
valuable  work.  One  appreciates  it,  and  con- 
gratulates sincerely  all  those  who  have  given  of 
their  energy  and  interest  in  this  direction.  For 
the  11  Women's  Pages  ” one  feels  very  grateful, 
but  rather  like  Oliver  Twist  wo  ask  for  more. 

Mr9.  Unsworth,  sectional  secretary,  Midland 
Section,  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  congratulate  the 
“ Co-operative  News  ” on  attaining  its  Jubilee. 

I have  been  a constant  reader  for  over  twenty- 
five  years,  and  I confess  the  “ Women’s  Pages  " 
have  always  been  the  first  attraction,  but  to  mo 
all  the. other  matter  is  of  real  interest.  I cannot 
understand  how  any  intelligent,  interested  mem- 
ber of  a co-operative  society  am  do  without  the 
“ News.” 

I hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
movement  will  liavo  so  far  progressed  as  to 
recognise  the  necessity  not  only  of  a weekly 
“Co-operative  Newly,”  but  a daily  “Co-opera- 
tive News.” 

Mrs,  M.  I.  Girvan  (Belfast),  secretary  of  the 
Irish  Women’s  Guild. 

I first  became  a reader  of  the  “ News  ” 6omo 
sixteen  years  ago,  and  partially  I may  attribute 
my  conversion  to  co-operation  to  its  agency  in 
conjunction  with  the  Guild  movement.  I believe 
that  the  “News”  is  most  necessary  to  the 
movement,  for  it  enables  ua  to  keep  in  touch 
with  each  other.  The  “Women’s  Pages”  are 
most  edifying,  instructive,  and  interesting,  and 
if  space  could  be  increased  so  as  to  take  in  more 
of  our  doings  I believe  that  it  would  add  to  the 
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NEW  APPOINTMENTS : ALUCOUNCILS  MEETING  : C.E.C.  AND  MIXED  GUILDS. 


interest  of  the  “ News  ” and  help  it  on  its  path 
of  progress.  Without  tho  “ News  ” l can  hardly 
tliink  of  co-operation  as  a progressive  movonlent. 

Mrs.  Moxon  (Sheffield),  an  cax'ly  Guild  worker. 

As  a reader  for  ovor  forty  years  of  the 

News  ” I do  fool  very  strongly  that  the  suc- 
cess of  co-opera tiicai  has  beou  very  largely  helped 
by  tho  broil d-minded  stand  our  paper  has  taken 
on  matters  that  have  had  to  do  with  working  out 
the  co-operative  ideals. 

All  through  tho  history  of  the  Women's  Guild, 
wo  women  ciould  count  on  support  from  tho 
“ Nejvs,”  and  though  comment  was  sometimes 
critical,  it  was  sometimes  suggestive,  and  always 
helpful. 

Mrs.  A.  Andrews,  Small  Heath,  Birmingham. 

I look  forward  to  tho  “ News  ” every  week. 
Reading  our  own  paper  makes  one  feel  that  we 
belong  to  a great.  National  anl  IntornationaL 
Society ; that  we  arc  only  a link  in  a chain  of 
world-wido  effort  to  uplift  humanity. 

I cannot  conceive  anyone  taking  an  active  part 
in  the  co-operative  movement  to  whom  the 
“ News  ” is  not  of  great  interest.  My  husband 
joins  me  in  appreciation.  We  call  the  “ News  ” 
our  Bible.  We  wish  the  paper  success  and  a far 
greater  circulation. 

Mrs.  A.  Proudfoot  (Colne,  Lancashire  Sectional 
member). 

1 could  not  measure  the  value  the  “ News  ” 
has  been  to  me,  and  the  time  has  come  when  we 
must  work  for  a bi-weekly,  if  not  a daily  paper. 
As  the  movement  grows  and  the  Parliamentary 
activities  increase,  we  must  have  the  co-opera- 
tors’  point  of  view  in  every  home.  The  “ News  ” 
is  able  to  do  this  with  the  help  of  those  of  us 
who  know  its  value.  My  feelings  with  regard 
to  the  “ Woman’s  Outlook  ” are  that  I must 
help  others  to  know  it  as  I know  it.  I confess 
I never  spent  money  over  tho  popular  weeklies ; 
but  the  “Outlook’’  is  such  an  education.  I 
think  we  all  should  just  send  one  by  post  to 
friends  whom  we  know  are  not  yet  interested, 
and  so  help  them  to  come  nearer  the  higher 
ideals  of  a world  brotherhood.  “Our  Circle” 
is  a delightful  little  paper  for  the  children,  and 
if  parents  would  see  that  their  youngsters  are 
given  this  periodical,  instead  of  the  many  trashy 
comic  papers  sold,  we  should  certainly  see  a 
difference  in  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  young 
people. 


A Central  Committee  meeting  was  held  on 
December  14th  and  loth,  at  the  Guild  office. 
Present: — Mrs.  Dewsbury  (in  the  chair),  Mrs. 
Layton.  Mrs.  Green.  Mrs.  Blair.  Mrs.  Prosser, 
Mrs.  Close,  Mrs.  Milman,  Mrs.  Penny,  and  the 
General  Secretary. 

Death  of  the  Editor  of  the  “ News.”  It  was 
resolved  to  send  a letter  of  sympathy  to  Mrs. 
Tomlinson  and  Mrs.  Bamford  (mother  of  Mr. 
Bamford),  and  that  Mrs.  Blair  should  represent 
tho  Guild  at  the  funeral. 

The  General  Secretaryship.  It  was  announced 
that  Miss  Enfield  had,  been  elected  the  new 
general  secretary. 

The  Assistant  Secretaryship.  Mrs.  Barton 
was  unanimously  appointed  as  assistant 
secretary. 

The  financial  statement  was  submitted  and 
accepted.  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  and  Miss 
Lilian  Harris  were  appointed  as  trustees  for 
the  Guild  and  for  the  Convalescent  Fund. 

All  Council  Meeting.  The  subjects  for  dis- 
cussion were  agreed  cm  as  follows:  — 

(a)  Memorandum  on  resolutions  on  Guild 
organisation,  referred  back  by  Congress,  to  be 
introduced  by  Miss  Enfield. 

(b)  Married  Women  and  Paid  Positions.  A 
resolution  to  be  submitted  was  agreed  to,  and 
Mrs.  Blair  was  appointed  to  introduce  the 
subject. 

(c)  Action  re  increasing  co-operative  trade. 

Mrs.  Hood  attended  and  gave  reports  on  (a) 

the  Ministry  of  Health  Consultative  Council. 
The  Central  Committee  agreed  that  the  position 
as  regards  the  provision  of  milk  needs  careful 
watching,  (b)  Special  Labour  Party  Committee 
on  the  endowment  of  motherhood ; (c)  Labour 
Party  Advisory  Committee  on  health  questions. 


AMERICAN  WOMEN  AND  DISARMAMENT. 


AIRS.  HAVER  BUTLER  ON  PLAYING  THE  NEGATIVE  GAME. 


Mas.  Hayeb  Butler. 


At  this  orucial 
moment,  when 
British  women  are 
awaiting  anxiously 
the  results  of  the 
Washington  Con- 
ference’s proposals 
on  disarmament,  it 
is  comforting  to 
have,  a visit  from 
6uch  a person  as 
Mrs.  Haver  Bug- 
ler, with  inspiring 
messages  from  our 
American  sisters. 
Mrs.  Butler  will  be 
remembered  b y 
those  who  visited 
this  year’ s Con- 
^gress  at  Manches- 
ter, as  she  spoke 


at  the  Wednesday  evening’s  meeting. 

Recently  she  addressed  a'  woman’s  meeting 
convened  by  the  Manchester  branch  of  the 
Women's  International  League  on  “Disarma- 
ment: What  American  Women  Are  Doing,”  and 
told  how  in  one  town  the  women  had  arranged 
a huge  mass  meeting,  where  they  requested 
their  Congressman  to  convey  to  President 
Harding  their  views  on  disarmament,  otherwise 
he  would  not  get  the  women’s  votes  at  the  next 
election.  The  speaker  was  confident  that  it  was 
partly  due  to  the  agitation  of  the  thousands  of 
American  women,  who  had  passed  a resolution 
demanding  a conference  on  disarmament,  that 
had  set  the  ball  rolling  in  that  direction. 

“To  men  and  women  of  an  adventurous  turn 


MILITARISM  AND  CAPITALISM. 

LADY  CLARE  ANNESLEY  AND 
“ WOMANS  OUTLOOK.’’ 

War  is  the  denial  of  the  sanctity  of  human 
life,  of  the  immortal  soul  in  eveiy  human  being. 
Those  who  run  armies  and  navies  regard  human 
beings  as  so  much  ca nnon-f odder ; their  creed  is 
*•  Each  man  for  himself,  and  the  devil  take  the 
hindmost.’’  Against  that  must  be  set  tho  funda- 
mental truth  that  “ We  are  all  members  one  of 
another.”  An  armed  League  of  Nations  will  not 
bring  peace.  The  quickest  way  to  abolish  mili- 
tarism and  capitalism  is  to  root  out  the  germs  of 
those  diseases  in  our  individual  lives.  There 
will  never  be  universal  peace  without  universal 
love  in  every  heart.—Lady  Clare  Annesley  at 
the  Peace  Congress  at  Birmingham. 

Lady  Clare  Annesley  is  the  subject  of  a special 
interview  in  the  January  issue  of  “ Woman's 
Outlook,”  published  last  week, 


of  mind,”  said  Mrs.  Butler,  “ war  seemed  excit- 
ing. But  to  talk  of  disarming  the  world  and 
prohibiting  the  manufacture  of  poison  gases  was 
pluying  a negative  game  if  it  went  no  further. 
Women  must  be  prepared  to  draw  up  a pro- 
gramme of  constructive  work  that  would  direct 
the  mind  of  man,  and  provide  something  equally 
as  exciting  to  him  as  war..”  And  in  the  speaker’s 
opinion,  there  could  be  nothing  more  interesting 
than  making  homes  habitable  for  people  to  live 
in.  Although  in  the  largest  American  towns 
there  were  modern  conveniences  supplied  in  the 
homes,  the  houses  in  the  country  had  nothing 
of  this  description,  and  America  to-day  was 
facing  a very  serious  problem  of  emigration  from 
the  country  to  the  town. 

The  situation  was  becoming  very  acute,  and 
could  only  be  remedied  by  the  ingenuity  of  man 
evolving  some  scheme  whereby  such  things  as 
hot  and  cold  water  and  electric  currents  could 
be  carried  to  these  rural  homes.  In  Eng- 
land they  had  the  same  problem  of  home-making, 
where  women  had  been  so  long  burdened  with 
the  inconveniences  in  the  home  that  she  had  had 
no  time  to  interest  herself  in  political  and  social 
questions.  A clamour  for  total  disarmament 
did  not  point  anywhere  unless  there  was  with  it 
a demand  for  a ne.w  programme  also.  Women 
must  not  let  their  agitation  end  with  disarma- 
ment, but  they  must  also  insist  that  modern 
science  shall  in  future  be  applied  not  to  the 
manufacture  of  poison  gash's,  but  to  successful 
home  building  and  home  running.  Only  in  this 
manner  could  a real  and  lasting  peace  be  sectored. 
The  speaker  had  no  faith  in  the  limitation  of 
armaments. 


INDUSTRIAL  WOMEN. 

The  Standing^  Joint  Committee  of  Industrial 
W’omen’s  Organisations  is  becoming  increasingly 
representative.  Two  more  trade  unions  have 
iust  joined,  one  a clerical  union  the  other  the 
National  Union  of  Boot  and  Slice  Operatives. 
At  the  recent  annual  meeting  Miss  Margaret 
Bondfield  was  re-elected  president,  with  Mrs. 
Hood,  Miss  Mary  Carling,  and  Mrs.  Harrison 
Bell  ns  vice-presidents.  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies, 
who  has  been  vice-president  since  the  inception 
of  the  committee,  did  not  seek  re-election.  At 
its  recent  meeting  a special  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  subject  of  tho  employment  of 
married  women  was  set  up,  as  in  some  plnoes 
there  seems  to  be  a danger  of  pronouncements 
being  made  on  behalf  of  women  by  people  c>  ho 
only  see  the  problem  from  tho  professional 
women’s  standpoint  on  the  one  hand  anti  from 
the  economy  standpoint  on  the  ether. 

" Woman’s  Outlook  ” for  Reliablo  Recipes. 


Methods  of  dealing  with  Congress  agenda. 
Proposals  for  a smaller  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee to  meet  some  time  before  Congress  were 
considered,  and  postponed  to  a subsequent 
meeting. 

Central  Education  Committee.  It  was  re- 
ported that  the  Central  Education  Committee 
was  bringing  forward  a proposal  for  forming  a 
new  National  Federation  of  Mixed  Guilds.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  Guild  representative  should 
point  out  (a)  that  such  an  organisation  would 
overlap  seriously  with  existing  educational 
machinery,  and  (h)  that  additional  financial 
calls  on  the  movement  from  a new  organisation 
were  most  undesirable. 

Reports  were  given  of 

(a)  Joint  meeting  with  United  Board,  the 
Guild  president’s  letter  to  Mr.  Whitehead 
expressing  regret  at  the  short  time  allowed  for 
the  meeting  being  endorsed. 

(b)  Standing  Joint  Committee  of  Industrial 
Women’s  Organisations,  the  appointment  of 
sub-committees  to  revise  the  constitution,  and 
to  consider  the  question  of  the  paid  employment 
of  married  women  being  reported. 

(c)  International  Co-operative  Women’s  Com- 
mittee, showing  that  great  interest  is  being 
aroused  in  other  countries. 

(d)  Brighton  Congress  Reception  Committee. 

Criminal  Law  Amendment  Bill.  It  was 

agreed  to  support  the  proposals  of  the  Society 
for  Moral  and  Social  Hygiene. 

Congratulations  were  sent  to  the  National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society  on  the  jubilee 
of  the  “ News,”  and  to  Mr.  Naylor  on  his 
election  to  Parliament. 

M.  Llewelyn  Davies. 

General  Secretary  up  to  Dec.  31st,  1921. 


TAKE  NOTE! 


THE 


People’s  Year  Book 


For  1922 

IS  NOW  ON  SALE. 

J]j  Copies  should  be  obtained  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Sale  in 
the  Guild-room. 

Every  Co-operator  should  have  a copy. 


IT  WILL  HELP  DISCUSSION. 

, „ SPREAD  INFORMATION. 

„ GIVE  KNOWLEDGE. 

INTEREST  EVERYBODY. 


Published  at 


2s.  6d. 


Order  a copy  at  the  Store  counter  where  you  get 
your  " News,"  paying  2s.  6d.,  «nd  being  definite 
in  your  request  for 

The  People’s  Year  Book. 

Single  Copies  sent,  post  free,  3s.,  by  the  Co-operative 
Press  Agency,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 
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THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


January  7,  1922. 


MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


(Correspondents  oro  requested  to  write  m ink.  on  one 
of  fJie  paper.  distinctly  end  briefly,  stating  age.  sex, 
occupation,  and  svniptoins,  using  distinctive  " noins-de- 
i.luxne  " or  initiuls,  but  also  giving  real  nomes  and  addresses 
ns  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute  conditions  or  cases  re- 
cutting  t-'  be  seen  can  be  considered.  Address.  Olo 
lPcto.,"  " Oo-openuivc  News,"  Ix>ng  Millgate,  Manchester.] 

"Nil  Desperandum.’’ — t\Iy  replies  to  your 
questions  ate:— (1)  Tlio  conditions  are  the 
secondary  result  of  your  accident;  (-) 
Aggravated  bv  your  Army  service;  (3)  -More 
likely  to  become  worse  ttban  better  as  you  get 
older  ; (4)  Little  can  be  done  to  prevent  it  . Many 
thanks  for  your  ‘‘admiration  of  the  candour  of 
our  Medical  Replies:”  , 

“ Macsporran  " (Glasgow). — A careful  con- 
sideration of  the  facts  in  your  letter  satisfy  me 
that  the  opinions  of  the  doctors  aro  justified 
that  there  is  nothing  specifically  wrong;  that 
the  cause- of  the  symptoms  is  just  ns  you  your- 
self fcliirik : aud/that  the  best  treatment  is  to 
continue  as  you  are  doing,  even  though  it  may 
involve  some  inconvenience. 

Rash  on  Thigh  (“  Quille,”  or  some  such 
‘f  nom-de-plum©  ”). — Your  letter  is  so  badly 
written  that  I can  with  difficulty  decipher  it — 
even  your  “ nom-de-plume  and  you  omit  your 
name"  and  address,  occupation;  duration  of  com- 
plaint, probable  cause,  Ac.  I judge  it  is  eczema, 
for  which  the  continuous  application  of  boracic 
and  zinc  ointment  may  help,  using  no  water  or 
soap,  and  cleansing  with  bone  lint  dipped  in 
olive  oil  ^ 

‘‘  Thirty  Years’  Reader." — Here  is  a piece 
of  the  “straightforward,  advice"  you  say  you 
admire  in  our  Medical  Column.  There  is  no 
serious  permanent  harm  from  what  you  call  your 
“ complaint."  and  the  less  you  trouble  and 
worry  over  it  the  better.  It  is  quite  common, 
(md  is  certainly  not  worth  the  “ mental  distress 
a ad  nervous  irritability"  you  ascribe  to  it.  It 
needs  no  special  treatment  other  than  ordinary 
so  no  hygienic  living,  coupled  with  wholesome 
neglect.  1 

Goitre  (“  Bunnie  ”). — Goitre  in  a man  is  un- 
usual, and  vour  husband's  case,  wjth  its  violent 
heart  beating,  Ac.,  is  of  a severe  type;  but  I 
do  not  think  that  you  can  do  better  than  con- 
tinue the  treatment  you  have  been  receiving  — 
llivroid — from  the  panel  doctor.  It  is  a long, 
tedious  business,  and  no  wonder  you  are  anxious. 
\s  to  a “ specialist,"  I do  not  think  much  bene- 
fit would  be  derived  from  such  advioe;  and  so 
long  as  your  own  doctor  is  doing  his  best.  I think 
von  should  be  content  that  your  husband  is,  as 
vour  doctor  says.  “ going  on  quite  satisfactorily. 
’Many  thanks  for  your  good  opinion  of  our 
Medical  Column. 


Re  Syphims  (“Sufferer"). — Candour  compels 
me  to  again  express  the  opinion  that  syphilis  is 
not  really  curable — that  it  it}. apt  to  recur  years 
after  it  has  been  declared  “ cured,"  if  not  in  the 
individual  in  some  of , the. children— ?od  that  no 
syphilitic  ought  to  get  married  and  have  children. 

Stammering  (“  Ilkley  ”). — A reply  re  stammer- 
ing appeared  iji  a recent  issue  of  our  Medical 
Column,  the,  Kubstauoe .of  which  was  to  the  effect 
that  this  is  a very  difficult  condition  to  recover 
from.  It:  is,  in  the  main,  of  nervous  origin,  and 
requires  a long  and  tpdious  course  of  treat- 
ment, It  is  not  amenable,  to  treatment  by 
medicines -Of  drug. 

“ Housemaid.” — Don’t  you’ think  that  you  are 
a lucky  girl?,  To  be. able  to  say  that  you, are  as 
healthy,  as  you  can  wish,  5ft.  1 pin.  in  stockings, 
good,  tenth,  good  ’sjght,  gopd  Ueajl  of  hair,  not 

tlliit  and  not  fat,  your,  sole  trouble  being  that 

you  “ have  iio  bus^t,’’  f agree  with  those  friends 
who  think  that  yon  should  not  worry,  and  my 
replies, tpVo’ur  questions  are  r(l)  You  are  .quite 
fit  to  marry;'  (2). you  can  ,do  nothing  to  help  the 
deficiency— nature  will  “ in^ike  gopd  " in  due 
time;  (3)  the  “ st]ilf  ” ypn  retyr  to  is  a.  quack 
remedy,  and  of  no  use  whatever  .to  you; 

Catarrhat;  J\uxt>(ci:(‘ ‘ Anchored  ").— I would 
non  call  blacksoii, tiling  ‘‘  light  wprk.”  and  think 
a lighter  employment  would  lie  better  for  you. 
Catarrhal  jaundice— I presume  your  skin  is  yel- 
low— is  apt  to  be  tedious  in  its  recovery,  aqd  not 
easily  hastened;  but, the  tablets, are  of  doubtful 
valued  though  I do  hot.sqe  liow  they  can  “give 
you  more,  cokl.’’  Try  a oouple  of  bottles  of  this 
mixture  : —“Powdered  Turkey  rhubarb,  1 drachm  ; 
carbonate 'of  magnesia,  1 dradhm ; powdered  bi- 
carbonate of  soda,  2 drachms;  tincture  of  ginger, 
2 drachms;  peppermint  water,  2 ounces;  infusion 
u(  gentian  t,o  8 ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three 
times  a day*.  . 

“ Servant." — It  is  qujtc  impossible  for  there 
to  have  been  a “ dislocation  cl  the  hip  of  which 
the  patient  knew  nothing  " ; and  I doubt  whether 
one  of  the  legs  is  really  “ shorter  than  the 
other.;’  The  bt.har  symptoms  you  so  graphically 
detail  are  obviously  due  to  hysteria — the  result 
of  the  air  raids — Aggravated  by  “.change." 
I-'cr  the  nervous  symptoms  not  much  can  he 
done  beyond  patient  mental  treatment  and 
management;  thp  "change"  symptom  will 
gradually  abate  r^while  for  the  loss  of  hair  noth- 
ing is  likely  to'  be  of, benefit.  You  , have  got  “ a 
job"  on,  aud  candour  compels  me  lo  hold  out 
but  poor  prospects  of  a speedy-  recovery.  Many 
thanks  lor  your  expression  of 'confidence  in  our 
Medical  Column. 


MISREPRESENTING  THE 

MOVEMENT. 

SHOP  ASSISTANTS’  SECRETARY’S 

LETTER. 

HULTON  PRESS  BROUGHT 

TO  BOOK. 

A week  or  two  ago  wo,  protested  against  the 
heading  given  by  the  “ Daily  Dispatch  ’’  to  w hat 
purported  t->  be  a report  of  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Cave  Commission,  on  the  working  of 
the  Trade  Boards  Act,  by  Mr.  John  Turner, 
general  secretary  of  the  Shop  Assistants’  Union. 

Wo  are  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Turner  joins  in, 
our  protest,  and  that  he  has  forwarded  tJio 
following  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  “ Daily 
Dispatch-” : — 

Sir. — I have  just  had  my  attention  called 
to  a report  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of 
December  21st  headed  “ No  Wage  Employees,” 
and  which  dealt  with  evidence  placed  bv  myself 
before  Lord  Cave’s  Committee  of  Inquiry  into 
the  working  of  the  Trade  Boards  Act. 

The  eub-lieading  to  this  report  is  “Girl 
Workers  in  Co-operative  Stores  Bring  Salaries 
Down.”  Nothing  suggestive  of' this  was  given 
by  way  of  evidence  on  my  part.  What  I did 
state  was  that  between  five  and  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  girls  employed  as  beginners  in  the  drapery 
trade  (and  was  referring  to  the  drapory  trade 
as  such  and  in  no  sense  to  the  co-operative 
e tores)  receive  no  wages,  and  a large  number 
wore  paid  a nominal  wage  of  Is.  or  2sr  per  week. 

In  respect  to  girl  beginners  the  co-operative 
movement  has  for  many  years  set  an  example  to 
private  traders,  the  Co-operative  Congress  itself 
having,  many  years  ago,  drawn  up  a suggested 
minimum  if-or  the  whole  movement.  Even  before 
the  war  this  minimum  was  being  paid  by  a 
number  of  co-operative  societies,  and  to-day 
much  higher  rates  are  being  paid. 

It  is  in  Hie  drapery  trade  as  such  (private 
trade)  that  the  unfortunate  system  of  paying 
little  or  nothing  at  all  for  the\rst  two  or  three 
years  still  largely  obtains,  and  it • is  to  remedy 
this  that  the  Shop  Assistants’  Union  is  desirous 
of  securing  rates  for  juniors  as  well  as  adults 
employed  in  the  distributive  trades  ®f  the 
country. 

As  I find  some  misapprehension  has  been 
created  as  to  the  evidence  I placed  before  the 
committee  as  a result  of  the  mistaken  sub- 
heading to  this  report,  I shall  be  glad  if  you  will 
nUow  this  correction  to  be  made  as  early  as 
possible,  and  oblige. — Yours  faithfully, 

John  Turner,  General  Secretary, 

December  30th,  1921. 

The  “ Daily  Dispatch  ’’  is  one  of  the  Hulton 
pa  tiers,  and  issues  from  tho  same  office  as  the 
“Sunday  Chronicle,"  which  recently  indulged 
in  stupid  and  malicious  attacks  upon  the 
co-operative  movement. 


CALENDAR. 


streat,  Newcastlc-oh^Eyne,  nt  2 p.m.;  in  ilia  C’4nj- 
prnlown  Hours'  Hull,  H»lf  Moon  Passage,  Duncan- 
► tre'et,  London’,  et  2 p.m.;  in  the  Primitive 
Methodist  School,  'Percy -street,  Old  Bflsford,  Not- 
tingham, at  3 p.nn;  in,  the  Cooperative  Hall, 
JohSi-stieel.  Donchster,.  at  3 p.in.'j  in  tlio  Mitchell 
Memorial  Hall,  Balloon-^ reel,  Manchester,  at  3 
p.m.;  in  tlio  Co  operative  H*!l,  Bolchergate,  Car- 
lisle. at  2 pan.;  in  the  Society's -Promises,.  Broad 
Qijily.  Bristol,'*  at  JJr'p.m. ; |n  the  Society's  Pre- 
mises. St.  Mary-straet;  Cardiff,  2 p.m. 

910  M.  arijl  Til.  W.oni.cn'.s  Guild  .(Dewsbury  and  Hudders- 
field District). — Official'  Clnfscf , jn  the  Society's 
IVJuCfilion  Hoorjis,  JI'H'Komndwike,  at  2-15  pull, 
j'eacner.  Mrs  Muller  (sectional  secretary). 

U W.  Woman*  Guild  (^berdare- and  Khohdd*  District).— 
Official;,"  Classes,  -in  the  Co-operatjv*  Hall,  Tre- 
lifrris,  at  2 -and' 6 ,p.m.  Teacher,  -Mp.  Taylor' 
(sectional-  secretary). 

1314  Frost wich  Society's  Educational  Committer.— Week-end 
School,  in  the  Guild  Rqonq  Wahyick-street, 
I’rostwieh.  Subject  for  discussion  ; " Co-opera- 

tion and  Social  Problems."  Lecturer,  Professor 
K.  ll.il),.  M.A. 

W S.  Southern  Sectional  Conference,  at  99.  I*man-s'recf, 
London,  .E.l,  at  2-30  p,m.  Subject  fpr  discussion  : 
•'The  International  Co-operative  Alliance  and  In- 
ternational Trading";  to  be  introduced  by  Mr. 
H.  .T.  May  (secretary  of  the  International 
Alljnnee).,, 

„ „ 'Wfiolenile  Society. — General  Mfcting,  in  Ific  Mitchell 
Memorial  Hall,  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  at 
2 p.m. 

,,  „ Midland  Sections)  Cqofercnce,,  in  the  Educational 
Room,-  Exchange-street,,  Derby,  at  3 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : ■ " A • National  ’Society." 
Speaker,  Mr.  W.  Warren  (Derby). 

„ ,.  Manchester*  District  .Council,  Men's  Guild. — Quar- 
terly Meeting,  at  Hnlypake  ifouae,  Hanover-street, 
Mnjiohes^er,  at  5-45  p.ifi.  , 

„ „ Mid-Yorkshire  Distrito  Council, \ Men's  Guild.— Con- 
ference .in  the  Society's  Premises;  Huqdersfleld, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion:  " Co-operators 
and  Political  Actibfi."  Speaker,  Mr.  T.  Fatliereill 
(Leeds). 


CONVALESCENT  HOMES 

Blackpool,  Otley,  and  Scarborough. 


TERMS  W Visjiprs 
until  March  3 1st  : — 


Otley  - . - - 
Blackpool  and 
Scarborough 


35s. 

per  week. 

£2 

per  week. 


Applications  for  rooms 
to  oe  made  direct  to 
::  the  Matron.  .: 


Thc  Matson.  Co-oujiAiTv&CbNVAtEsetVT  Homc,  “ Glen- 
taov",''  Wmitc-lTE  Daivt.  Bi.-crpoou 
The  Matron.  Co-opoutivi  Con  aubcrnt  Home,  Thorps 
LTtNE,  WESTWOOD,  ScilBOROlCH. 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
-jT  & ALLIED  WORKERS.  (TheN.O.D.A.W. 

i‘THE  NEwlflWN” 

. The  " Readable  Tnd;  Union 
leper.  I’ublisned  foiyiighlly 
(on  Saturdays).  Price  2d., 
Irom  branch  secreleries.  or  3d. 
rest  free  Irom  Central  Office — 
"Cikley,"  Wilmtlow  Hoad. 
Fallowfield.  iMtm.he.ier- 


SITL’ATIONS  VACANT. 


DRAPERY  MANAGER.— Wanted,  on  efficient  and  capable 
MAN  as  DEPARTMENT  MAN  AG  ERSand  BUYER;  niem- 
bersbip  3,300;  jales  laa:  year.  £10,000,  callable  of  improve- 
meui;  N U.C.O.  scale  of  wages.— Apply  by  letter,  stating 
ag?  and  expel it-ticfe,-  with  rcieiences,  not  Inter  than  first 
posL  Thursday,  January  12th,  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd,, 
Rj.|iisbottoin;  endorsed  Drapery." 

1' ^URNTTUjU^EIRSTTlA.VD'  lictjuired'lor  the  Furnishing 
1 Di-purtmeut -good  all-rouud  knowledge  easential;  cap- 
able of  taking  cliurgi)  in  the  absence  uf  manager.— State 
■.x'ljerieriee,  age,  wages,  and  full  particulars,  along  with  two 
recruit  tesliiiioniuls.  to  tlio  Manager,  Brighouse  District  In- 
dustrial Society-  Limited,  King-sueelj  Brighouse,  Yorks., 
January  12th. 


i GENERAL  iLANAGER  Wanted  fur  society  With  eight 
x.A  blanches;  annual  trade  £100,000;  stale  age,  csiieriencc, 
and' q-j.ilificatiOns,  also  wages  required,  with  three  copies  of 
recent  testimonials;  canvassing,  either  direct  or  indirect,  will 
disqualify. — Application’  in  own  handwriting,  endorsed 
"(Manager,”  to  bo  addressed  to  Committee,  C'o-operativo 
Society  Limited,  Wind-street.  Ammanford,  Carmarthenshire, 
and  to  be  ill  not  later  than  Tuesday,  January  10th. 


jV|  A YAGER  and  BUYER  Required  for  Leeds  Industrial 
il  I Co-operative  Society's  Boot  factory ; capacity  about 
2,000  pairs  per  week;  10  branch  boot  shops;  over  92.000 
.•iicnibei.  and  their  families  in  I>:eds  and  district';  good 
opening  for  papable  man. — Stale  age,  experience,  salary,  and 
send  copies  (only)  of  not  jno'c  than  three  recent  testimonials, 
by  January  16th,  1922,  to'  Secret ar\ . I-cods  Industrial  Co- 
operative  Society  J.jd.,  10,  Albion  sti set.  I^edj. 


RIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LTD.— 
. ted  LADY  ASSISTANT  for  Drapery  De- 
:ble  to  serve  through;  must  be  -over  21  years 
' (■  age,  . Also  YOlJTIf.  about  IK  yeats  of  age,  for  Drapery 
mid  I'li.T.i-bitig  Deparlmctits,;  otic  with  experience  preferred; 
N L'.D.A.W.  scale  of  wagect—  Applications,  stating  ngo  a?id 
qualif'cationx  ' with  'two  references,  addt  -sod  to  the  Society, 
lu  be  sent  on  cr  before  January  17th,  endorsed  Assistant.” 


SMART  YOUNG  MAN  Wanted  for  Boot  and  Outfitting 
■ Depirfirient:  :;ooi  stcK'kkeep’r  mid  window-dresser; 
age, 21-23.  Also  YOUNC.  LADY  ASSISTANT  for  Mantles  and 
Millinery;  . experienced  windpw-dro  -r;  Trade  Board  (B 
Scale)  wage-.— Applv,  General  Alnnager,  (‘arkstono  and 
Eoiiirfeirouth  Socicly.  Loi.gfiect  House,  Toole. 


riTATLOR'S  CUTTER.— Wanted,  thoroughly  expeqenced  and 
X.  up  to-datc  C U'lTER  for  Ladies'  anti  Uenk'  Bespoke 
Trade;  N U.C.O.  scale  of  wages, — Apply,  with  references,  by 
UUer  only,  not  later  than  Jamfnry  11th.  stating  age  anil 
experifnee,  to  the  .Co-ooerativo  Society  Ltd.,  Helton  Downe, 
HeUoii-le-IJole,  Co.  Dprhatn. 


T11E  i Committee  of  the  Whitchurch  Provident  Co  opera- 
tive Society  Ltd.  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  applied 
for  the  position  of -WORKING  MANAGER,  and  wish-to  state 
that  Ih:  position  is  now  filled. 


THE  Committee  of  the  Canterbury  Society  wish  to  thank 
nl!  Applicant.! Jot  tho  situation  recently  advertised,  and 
infinite  that  a selection  has  been  made. 


T ANTED,  experienced  YOUNG  LADY  to  take  chqrge  of 
®T  i1  eft  Ciouinty  brami'i  dnipciy  add  new  shoes;  able 
to  i#ke  lpgagqrfs.— Apply,  letter  only,  staling  age  and 
perieneo,  Bingley  Indpajrjal  Cotfipcvativc  Society  Ltd. 


t|TS7HOLE,SAL:j  DRAPERY  WAREHOUSE— Wanted,  FIRST 
tt  ASSISTANT  to  buyer;  .specialised  knowledge  of  fancy 
drapery' essentia)-— Apply,  stating  ago;  experience,  refftreniep, 
salary  required,  and  date  disengaged  or  available,  to  Box 
30/'  " Go-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


w 


70s.  pc;  )\cek  and  suitable  allowance  tor  upkeep  of  bicycle.— 
Apply,'  with  copy  of  recent  (estimuniui.  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  Bridge-street,  Gudaimiiig. 

ANTED,  smart  YOUTH,  with  experience,  for  Grocery 
V Y and  Provision^,  age  13  to  19;  good  wag-v. —Apply, 
with  copy  of  recent  testimonial,  lo  Co-oiierative  Society  Lid., 
P.  'idgi.-slreel,  Oalajming. 

"I* /-ANTED;  BL T<  i(eHY  MANAGER  ; eiVergeliol  knowledge 
▼ * of  pork  smalls  essential ; trade  £160  weekly,  capable 
of  increase — Applications,  stating  age,  wage,  nnd  experience, 
not  later  (ban  January  lltli,  to  (A>-operuuve  Societi,  \Ve*a- 
street,  Boston.'  Lines. 

W'"  ' ANTED.  DRAPERY  ASSISTANT;  experience  essential. 

—Apply,  stating  age  and  wages  required,  before 
January  14th,  Co-operative  Society,  Dove  Holes,  via  Stockport 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


\ D'  ERTLSER  Desires  Position  as  ASSISTANT  (grocery) 
1 w ii  Co-operative  Store;  18  years'  experience  in  good 
ctyw  private  trade;  well  up  in  provisions  and  counter 
trade:  Yorkshire  district  pteferred.— Box  26,  “ Co-opera  live 
News,"  Manchester. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  warehousemen, 

CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. — Societies  requir- 
ing efficient  men  or  women,  with  good  references,  for  any 
distributive  department,  apply,  John  TtmNBiq  General  Sec- 
retary, National  Amalgamaied  Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Ware- 
housemen, and  Clerks,  Dilkc  House,  Malet-street,  London, 
W.C.l. 


BAKER?.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or  Woles 
requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  gTade  or®  requested 
»o  apply  to.  W.  Banfield.  General  Secretory,  Amolgomoted 


<rr-> 


London;  g.V/. 


CO-OPERATIVE  AND  'MULTIPLE  SHOP  TRADING- 
ADVERTISER.  25  years  in  movement,  10  years  sue- 
ecssful  general  manager,  latterly  general  manager,  largo 
inuitipl:  company— unique  .experience  Ixitli  organisations, 
keeh  biiyef,  with  sound,  ecoribmieul,  and  up-to-date  methods 
of  worldrg.  produelive,  transport,  wni-ehouso,  nnd  distribu- 
tive d<  parfments — ^eeks  POSITION  in  moveinemt  in  any 
capacity  that  will  offer  scope  for  initiative,  and  enterprise. — 
Box  29.  “ Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 

DRAPERY.— YOUNG  MAN,  nged_23,  ReqSIrM  Situation 
L*  FIRST  ASSISTANT  or  ns  BRANCH  MANAGER;  7J 
years'  experience  in  privnto  nnd  co-hpernfjvc  trade;  exrel- 
li-'rvt  te.i-tlilioiilals;  good  appearance. — Box  28,  " Co-operativo 
News,"1  Mnnchestri. 

R'OCF.RY  AND'  f’Rtiv  IS!i  i\S.  — Wiintrd,  Sil.iiitior 
",)T  BRANCH  MANAGER;  ,uwl  to  high-class  trade;  excel- 
lent references ; age  47;  disengaged  when  suited.— Apply, 
" Y,  7.,"  "Co-operative  News."  .Manchester. 

FTIAILOR'S  CUTTER  (ladies'  nnd  gents'),  flgC  34,  seeks 
i CHANGE;  practical  tailor;  7-j  years'  co-operative  e 
ppnencc;  can  control  or  organise  quU-divisioiial  workshop. 
Box  31,  "Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


\ TTR ACTIVE  WINDOW  DISPLAYS  and  PORTERS  on 
. Y.  made  with  PAPER  LETTERS;  learn  to  cut  them  by 
tlio  " Prime  " system;  putteros  and  method,  2s.  post  free. — 
Department  B .~27.  Clarendon-road.  Blackpool. 

Aluminium  cake  nnd  window  showstands,  it®  4 

tier.— Simples  nt  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Man- 
chester, or  Nottingham  Aluminium  Co.,  8,  North  Church- 
e licet,  Nottingham.  Catalogue  freo- 


DP.YONSnrRB  CT.OITED  CREAM,  th*  r«l  wiled 

tbo  world  over.  Also  CREAM  CHEESE,  MILK-FED. 
HOME-CUBED  HAMS  and  BACON.  euppUed  by  th*  Cathedral 
Dairy,  Exeter,  "the  home  of  Devonshire  Clotted  Cre*m.  — 
Proprietors.  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Ioduotrial  Society  Ltd., 
no.  Sidwell-strvet.  Exeter.  Pricea  and  all  particular*  oo 
applicnUoiL  


Exceptional  opportunity.— a number  ot  iron 

STEAM  OVENS;  slightly  used;  rebuBt  complete  as 
NEW;  at  great  reductions.  Also  five  2-««ck  BOTABY 
DOUGH  MACHINES;  good  condition.— Full  particular*  from 
Fecmentine  Co.,  81,  E&s’ex-road,  London,  N.l. 


FOR  SALE,  a TWO-TON  ••  NAPIER”  LURRY;  in  splen- 
did running  condition. — Apply,  Tavistock  and  District 
Co-operative  .Society  Ltd; 


FOR  SALE,  '•  Ford " MOTOR  BREAD  DELIVERY  VAN. 

1920;  in  gwxj  condition.— Coleford  Co-Operative  Society 
Limited,  Coleford,  near  Bath. 


FOR  SALE,  CINEMATOGRAPH;  model  A. A. 

cylinder  lens  of  anv  focus  for  cinematograph  work; 
lantern  objective  of  suitable  focus;  lantern  body;  base  board 
and  swing,  round;  two  spools  and  film  wonders;  complete 
with  strong  travelling  boxes. — Apply,  in  first  instance,  Box 
27,  " C.o'-operativ'e  News."  Manchester. 


INCREASE  EFFICIENCY.—^ WINDOW  DISPLAY  LETTER- 
ING and  FIGURES,,  in  dainty  tints;  pattern*  and  expert 
instruction,  2s. . 9d. ; complete  business  outfit,  5s.  6d.,  post 
free.— Conway  Si£n  Service,  Broadway,  Harrow. 


THE  Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  Limited  beg 
1 to  inform  societies  that  they  have  PEGGIES,  RUB- 
BING BOARDS,  and  BRUSH  STOCKS  always  on  hand,  and 

ve  QUICK  BESPAT'1"  ‘ K!~ 

1 order  solicited. . 


YEAST;  finest  Belgian;  fresh  arrivals  daily;  special  term* 
to  co-operative,  societies.— Terms  from  Ferment.lne  Co., 
Essex-road,  London,  N.L  


NON-SMELLING  FIRELIGHTERS. 

2D.  PACKETS;  17s.  gro»?  packets;  samples  grads.— Ad- 
dress, Firelight/  'Supplies,  Gorton,  Manchester. 


WANTED.  411  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DTNB  at 
tha  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operativ*  Soedoty'*  R»- 
it*ura=t- 

Oualitv  is  Right.  Price*  are  Right. 

Note  tV.«  Addreas  : ALBION  STREET. 


WORKING  A 44-HOUR  WEEKi  IN  FTVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen  Price 
Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TOXGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


1 1 K ARMY  HUTS.  BOLTED  SECTIONAL  TYPE,  60ft. 
lit)  by  15ft.  LARGE  BUILDINGS.  150ft.  by  30  ft.  and 
60ft.  by  30ft.  Delivered  in  any  quantities  free  of  all  charges, 
Liverpool,  Preston,  Workington,  or  Swansea.  Why  pay  high 
puces  Jnr  building  'at,  the  present  time?  These  Sectional 
Hut-  are  easily  adaptable  lor  business  requirements.  Co- 
operative Societies’  COipinitTees  please  make  inquiries. — 
Insular  Trading  Company  ■ Ltd.,  Douglas,  I.O.M. 


A" 


Makers  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 

M*o  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring  De- 
partments).' 

Simples  6*nt  to  Societies  on  application. 

Address : FtniTo.v  Street,  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  835 


ENTERTAINERS. 


EDUCATION  SECRETARIES  NOTE. 

MARGARET  MURCH, 


, . Swansea;  16th,  17th,  18th,  20Yh,  21st,  22nd.  23rd. 
24Mv  25th,  South-Western  and  York  Districts.— Wire,  Higher 
Bt-  oks-lone,  Street,  Somerset. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  AGENCY. 

(Licenced  by,  L-G.C.).— Write  for  artistes  to  R.  HlB- 
BKRn,  66,  Great  Preseott-strect,  London,  E.l. 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMlCS."-Opeji  for  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year;  great  success;  repertoire  pro.; 
terms  mod. — 15,  Warwiek-st.,'  Hulnie,  Man.  Tel.  1163  Central. 


PAY  DIVIDENDS 


and  obtain  the  finest  cost 
checking  system  by  using 


Mechanical  TILLS 


ECONOMICAL  AND  SURE, 
INVESTIGATE  AND  DIS- 
COVER the  SAVING 
IN  TIME  and  CON- 
VENIENCES you  will 
obtain. 

G.  H.  CLEDH1LL  AND 
SONS  LTD., 
Trinity  IForfcj,  Halifax. 


Airedale  Co-operative  Worsted 
Manufacturing  Society  Ltd. 


The  Dewsbury  Pioneers’  Industrial 
Society  Limited 

respectfully  request  the  support  of  share- 
holding Societies  for 

Mr.  Joseph  Firth, 

Viec-Pr.*sidmt  of  thc  Society. 

Mr.  Firth  has  been  on  the  Committee  of 
Management  for  seven  years,  and  is  a strong 
supporter  of  Co-operative  Productions. 

If  elected  he  will  fill  thc  position  with 
credit  tq  himself  aud  to  the  Society  he 
represents. 

Vote  for  FIRTH  of  Dewsbury. 


January  7,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS „ 
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Aids 

Digestion. 


Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and» 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 


HoVJS 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
' of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HOVIS  is  iso  much  better  thai 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


TOUR  BAKER  BAKES  IT. 


If  you 


S 


OLID 

TYLISH  Try 

LRVICEABLE  SPEfiOPE 
HOES  FOR  Brand. 

UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


HOLYOA&E  Brand. 


THE  11EBT  FOB  ALL  WEAK. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  (or  them. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


FIELDING-WOOD 


The  Most  Up-to-Datn 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L..  "Eccles,”-"  Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems.  Penny 
Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX"  System;  No 
Peatlng.  Saves  time.  Greatest  accuracy  Saves  Monev 


118,  COKPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  8treet,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O, 


Better  Results  are  possible 


if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 


NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 


provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and  effective 
method  of  handling  transactions  and  accounts.  Gives 
members  quicker  service  and  management  complete 
control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd.,  London,  W.  1. 


1 JOSEPH  BAKER  SONS  & PERKINS  Ltd. 

- FOR  — 

AUTOMATIC  BREAD 
PLANTS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


, BAKERY  DEPARTMENT  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Tdebhonc  t PETERBOROUGH  3017  Telegrams : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Offices  : KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.  2.  Works  ; WILLE3DEN 
JUNCTION,  LONDON,  N.W.  10,  and  PETERBOROUGH.  Branohos  : 70,  WELLINGTON 


STREET,  GLASGOW. 


Branohos  : 

, QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL,  j 


* V it’s  Jaded — “ ZDrummer  " it.’ 


: DRUMMER 


iDYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 
boilght  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


BRITISH  MADE 


n ■ ■ ■ 


EDGES,  BOLTON. 

ft ever  Say  Wye— Say  *■  %)  rummer.’ 


CONFECTIONERY  TRAYS 

BOTTOMS  IN  ONE  PIECE. 


Is  the  BOO©  jW 


'I 

& 

ir 


w Boys  w.  ~T 

Snu\rr : Reliable  ! 


BestWue 

the  wsow 


Crompton  Boot  Afonufcda 

W*  I & U.  YX  ijfks,  DcWruugh, 


CDe  Ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 


Pipncers  of  this  Branch  in 
‘ the  -Movement. 


Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 


Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hat;  and  Caps. 

The  only  Alakers  in  the 
Movement. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 


Mincemeat,  Plum  Puddings  (in  Basins), 
Fruit  Wines. 

Perfect  in  Quality. 


Moderate  in  Price. 


MANUtfACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society 
Ltd.,  Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsdcn. 


WANTED, 


AH  Co-op«ratora  8 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Storeator 

Self-Help  Brand  of  Boots  & Shoes. 


Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guoranteed. 

Works  - - DABTTFOHD  ROAD,  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  TwistManufacturing  Society 

Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire  ,1J 


Ltd. 


Sewloc  SIUcb  for  Hand  or  Machlno  nse.  Boot-Closing  Twist. 
TallorB  Buttori-nolo  Twist,  Ac.,  Bindings.  Boot  Loops. 
Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings. 

Agents  The  English  .and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 


The  Leicester  On-operative  Boot  and 
Shoe  ManufacMng  Society  Ltd 

Milkers  of  tho 

Equity  Brand  of  JLadies  Boots  and  Shoes 
The  Dain&iest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  ndth  tho  Trade  Union  Stamp. 


cats  be  purcltascd  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 


Woodhouse  Hiljs,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


PAISLEY 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


Manufacturers  ofPACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths. 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c.. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  Ltd. 


Healey.  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 


Makers  ot  O.vford  Shirtings,  GranJrellcs,  Flannelette,  Silesias, 
Lincnettcs,  LuStres,  & Silkcleen  Linings:  also  of  Grey  Cloths. 
Telephone:  National.  Rurnley,  1$3.  - Mauehester  Royal  Ex 
change, No.  9 Pillar.  Telephone : National.  Mancheetor.3313 

Registered  Oflicc:  6,  Church  St  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 


Open  all  the  year  round. 


Situaled  in  a delightful  counlry  district  between  Leigh  and 
Warrington;  10  impales*.  walk,  from .Culchelh  . Station, 
Great  Central  Railway  ; 25  minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction, 
L.  .&  N.-W.  Railway. 

Tennis.  Bowling.  Clook  Golf.  Croqubt. 
Billiards.  Near  to  Kkn’ton,  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply  > 

Mias  G.  Davies,  ManngerosE,  Culcbcth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Nr.  Warrington 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society  Leigh,  bancs. 
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EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  


ALL  FOR  EACH 


“I  & U"  WORKS, 
DESBOROUGH. 


Thomson’s  Mir  Cloths 


Solo  Agents 

The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society  Ld. 


This  well  - kaoKva 
CO-OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


The  CROMPTON  BOOT 

: Manufacturers  Limited,  : 


OILVER  SEAL  MARGARINE  is  a real  Co- 
^ operative  Production.  Every  Guildswoman 


should  ask  for  it  this  week — and  next. 


A SK  to  see  the  C.W.S.  bunch  of  cloth  patterns 
in  your  Tailoring  Department,  and  60  have 
the  full  advantage  of  federal  organisation. 


f^O-OPERATIVE  GOODS  should  always  be 
^ weighed  in  CO-OPERATIVE  SCALES. 
Just  see ‘if  yours  are  CAV.S.  If  not,  why  not? 


T ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter,  and  is 
one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S.  specialities. 
Ask  for  it  in  your  local  shop. 


■ GMOKERS  should  buy  tho  C.W.S.  NAVY  CUT 
^ Cigarettes^  They  are  the  best  of  the  kind; 


C.W.S.  always 


TkEVONIA  SERGES  nro  the  productions  of  the 
Buckfastleigh  Mills  of.  the  C.W.S.  Ask  to 
see  them  at  your  Stores.  If  not,  why  not?  They 
are  real  co-operative  productions.  Al. 


« < ^ i. 


16^ 

To  Drapery  Managers— 

Please  paste  this  on  your 
Store  Window. 


jANUAJaT  7,  15T22. 


All  Co-operators  should  see  this 
sheet— shown  at  their  stores. 


ASK  YOUR  DRAPERY 
MANAGER  , 

To  Reserve  you  a few  yards  of  the 


These  C.W.S.  Flannelettes  range 
from  28  to  35  inches  wide, 
and  are  a really  fine  range  of 
::  qualities  and  varieties.  :: 


C.W.S. 


FLANNELETTE 


in  White,  Cream,  and  Stripes,  woven 
at  the  C.W.S.  Mills  at  Bury  and 
Radcliffe,  and  available  for  sale  after 
Monday,  January  1 6th,  at  all  Co- 
operative Stores  at 


Is.  3d 


Per  Yard. 


^Drapery  Managers  have  a (Bfianee  of  ^Demonstrating  to  tfjeir 
Customers  tfte  Value  of  (B.XV.S.  ^Productions — every  Purchaser 

will  Save  Money. 


By  asking  for  C .W.S . 
Flannelette  you  are  helping 
the  workers  of  Bury  and 
Radcliffe  to  good  conditions 
of  employment. 


Frlutad  b.  th.  Imm  co-omum.  F«  sea™  LU,.™,  tM,  dfflbg,  W HHW  ^ - 


0,0(0 


Oo-opsiunva  Nrvs.  jjto  Journal  o»  Associaihd  Indus  rar,  Jattu*ry-14tij,  1022- 


TIME  TO  CALL  A HALT.— See  page  2. 


No.  2,642.'  No.  142.  New  Series.  Saturday,  January  14,  1022.  p»ioe  twopekob. 

- ~ Regia  t*rtd  u a Newapapet 


THE  RE-BIRTH  OF  THE  WORLD. 

GREAT  HISTORIC  HAPPENINGS  OCCURRING  DAILY. 

ROCHDALE  S LESSONS  IMPRESSING  GOVERNMENTS. 


THE  PEOPLE’S 
YEAR  BOOK, 

1922, 

Is  already  in  daily  use  by  hundreds  of 
leaders  of  thought.  Published  at  2s.  6d. 

Order  from  your  Store,  or  send  re- 
mittance of  3s.  lor  a copy  (post  free) 
to  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  Balloon 
::  ::  Street,  Manchester.  ::  :: 

The  “STATIST.''— 

The  growth  of  the  co-operative  movement  is 
vividly  reflected  in  the  mass  of  information  con- 
tained in  "The  People’s  Year  Book  and 
Annual.”  Considerable  space  is  devoted  to  co- 
operative trade  at  homo  and  abroad.  The 
possibilities  of  international  trading  form  the 
special  feature  of  the  new  issue,  in  which  the 
opinions  of  co-operative  leaders  in  various 
countries  are  given  as  well  as  information 
respecting  the  productive  capacity  of  wholesale 
societies.  There  is  also  a large  variety  of  other 
contributions,  and  statistics  relating'  to  world 
problems. 

The  “ FINANCIAL  NEWS.”- 
The  fifth  issue  of  ‘‘The  People’s  Year  Book,” 
which  is  an  annual  publication,  should  prove  to 
be  even  more  popular  than  were  its  predecessors, 
not  only  owing  to  the  standardisation  of  price, 
but  also  to  the  very  much  better  paper  used  and 
to  the  numerous  and  admirable  intaglio  illustra- 
tions sprinkled  throughout  the  book.  In  a brief 
review,  it  is  hard  to  do  justice  to  the  very  varied 
nature  of  the  contents,  but  a greAt  profusion 
of  ♦opics  of  the  most  diverse  nav,  re  di; 
lussed  in  very  lucid  and  informative  manner. 
Thus,  the  co-operative  movement  both  at  home! 
and  abroad  receives  meticulous  treatment,  up 
do  such  subjects  as  the  industrial  and  political 
labour  movements,  the  price  movement  and  food 
supply,  fiscal  topics,  and  women’s  outlook  and 
progress.  In  addition  to  these  complex 
questions,  space  is  found  for  articles  on  topics 
of  more  catholic  interest.  . Altogether,  it  is  a 
book  calculated  to  appeal  to  a wide  circle  of 
readers  who  like  their  instruction  to  be  tem- 
pered sometimes  with  writing  in  a light  vein. 

The  “ DAILY  NEWS.”— 

“ The  People's  Year  Book  ” for  1922,  which 
lias  just  been  published  by  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society,  is  an  excellent  Jialf-a -crown’s 
worth.  It  is  a mine  of  information  on  labour 
and  co-operation,  as  well  as  general  subjects. 
There  is  a valuable  20-page  history  of  ]ast  year’s 
industrial  movements  under  the  heading,  “The 
World  of  Labour,”  and  the  history  of  progress 
is  this  year  beautifully  illustrated  in 
photogravure. 

“ MANCHESTER  CITY  NEWS.”— 

C.W.S:  Book  of  Reference. — “The  People’s 
Year  Book  and  Annual”,  of  the  English 
and  Scottish  Co-operative  Societies  for  1922, 
a copy  of  which  is  to  hand,  fully  maintains  its 
reputation  as  a work  for  consultation 
purposes  on  subjects  in  infinite  variety.  Prices 
and  food  supply,  monetary  topics,  women’s 
outlook  and  progress  are  discussed,  and'^there 
are  some  general  articles  and  miscellanea. 
Statistics,  of  course,  constitute  a special  feature 
cf  tlie  volume,  all  brought  up  to  date  and  done 
with  customary  care.  The  pages  are  embellished- 
by  a series  of  illustrations  charmingly  repro- 
duced. The  proceedings  of.  the  labour  and  co- 
operative congresses  of  the  year  are  summarised, 
and  the  customary  attention  is  paid  to  trade, 
prices,  wages,  finance,  and  other  matters  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  and  the  student  of 
social  questions.  This  handsome  book  is  pub- 
lished by  the  C.W.S. , Balloon-street,  Man- 
chester, and  the  Scottish  C.W.S.,  Glasgow.  • 

“ LEEDS  CITIZEN.”— 

” The  People’s.  Year.  Boole  ” for  1922  is  a 
treasure.  It.  contains  a mass' of  information 
invaluable  to  any  person  interested  in  the  pro- 
gress and  development  of  either  of  the.  twin 
movements  of  co-operation  and. labour.  Besides 
statistics'  and  other  useful,  and  necessary 
data,  it  embodies  interesting  articles  on 
matters  industrial  and  political,  national  and 
international;  capital,  international  credits, 
international  6port.  women’s  political  progress 
and  outlook,  national  revenue  arid  expenditure, 
and  a host  of  other  subjects.  It  also  contains  a 
large  number  of  excellent  intaglio  illustrations 
ami  portraits,  it  is  printed  , on  good  paper,' bound 
in  cloth,  and  its  price  is  only  2s.  fid.  It  is  really 
a marvellous  half-crown’s  worth. 

Special  Terms  to  Societies  supplying  copies  to  Officials, 
Employees,  and  Members. 


One  of  the  great  drawbacks  about  history 
is  that  nobody  fully  understands  it,  or  recog- 
nises it,  till  its  chief  actors  are  dead.  I can 
understand  the  enthusiast  of  thirty  years 
hence  reading  the  history  of  these  very  weeks 
through  which  we  are  passing  and  thinking 
how  stirring  it  must  have  been  to  be  alive 
then. 

To  many  of  us  there  is  nothing  remarkable 
in  what  is  going  onground  us.  We  see  idle 
men  and  depressed  women,  and  some  hungry 
children.  There  has  been  the  usual  Christ- 
mas holiday,  some  New  Year  festivity,  a good 
deal  of  grumbling  at  the  weather,  a lot  of 
sneezing  and  influenza,  and  the  usual  news- 
paper sensations.  Nevertheless,  almost 
every  day  for  the  past  month  has  contributed 
to  sonje  of  the  greatest  changes  in  history. 

I referred  to  some  of  these  happenings  a 
few  weeks  ago.  Reason  was  struggling  for 
expression  at  Washington.  Ireland  was  at 
the  cross  roads.  . Visions  wer  . giving  plaiy 
to  reality  in  Russia.  Other  European  states 
were  beginning  to  breathe,  and  the  flames  of 
passion  were  dying  down.  History  was 
being  made.  1 

These  movements  have  developed.  Momen- 
tous happenings  are  daily  occurrences. 
History  is  still  being  made. 

A New  League? 

Washington  is  : almost  forgotten  in  the 
general  flutter  of  satisfaction  that  has  gone 
round  since  the  opening  of  the  Cannes 
Conference.  Co-operators  who.called  for  the 
establishment  of  a League  of  Nations  before 
the  Peace  was  signed,  and  who  have  since 
called  for  an  improvement  of  the  League  that 
was  set  up,  must  turn  with  some  little  thrill 
of  joy  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Council 
at  last  week-end.  At  last  it  has  dawned 
upon  the  powers  represented  there  that  the 
world  is  one.  The  decision  reminds  me  that 
before  the  Peace  I wrote  here  that  the  world 
must  move  altogether,  or  it  will  break.  Thatj 
apparently,  has  struck  the  Cannes  Confer- 
ence. A great  economic  conference  of  all  the 
nations  of  Europe,  Cannes  agreed  (in  prin- 
ciple), is  to  be  called  at  Genoa  in'  March. 
All  the  nations ! Germany,  Austria,  and 
Russia  are  to  be  invited.  One  half  of  the 
world  does  not  know  how  the  other  half 
lives  ; and  for  one  hqlf  of . the  world  to 
attempt  to  move  the  whole  was  ever  a futile 
task.  As  a preliminary  to  universal  co- 
operation, this  great  effort  is  to  be  made  to 
get  Europe  to  think  together. 

That  is  a distinct  gain  if  that  were  all,  but 
I have  a conviction  that  America,  as  a 
creditor  nation,  will  be  invited  to  look  in. 
Furthermore,  it  is  not  only  economics  that 
are  being  discussed  at  Cannes.  The  prospect 
of  ' recognition  has  been  held  out  to  the 
Russian  Government.  Papers  that  were 
down  upon  Russia  now  admit  her  right  to 
choose  her  own  form  .of  government;  but 
the  prospect  of  recognition  ip  Tield  out  by  tlie 
British  Premier,  who  has  defined  • the  con- 
ditions upon  whigli  the  Russian  Government 
will  be  recognised— there  must  be  no  attack 
of  1 her  neighbours  by  Russia,  and  Russia 
must  . recognise  • her.  external  debts.  The 
powers,  too,  seem  bent  on  assisting  in  tlie 
■restoration  of  trading  relations  between 
Russia  and  Germany,  ■ while  even -France 
seems  to  be  heading-  for  a rapprochement 
with  Russia.  1 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


There  we  have  the  promise  at  least  of  a 
general,  and  not  a partisan,  effort  to  restore 
the  European  economic  balance  and  to  repair 
a great  political  breach  between  Russia  and 
the  west  all  at  once.  More  than  that,  the 
bringing  of  Germany,  Austria,  and  Russia 
into  a conclave  of  Europe,  following  upon  the 
American  experiment,  seems  to  pave  the  way 
at  last  for  a League  of  all  the  nations. 
Whether  the  Genoa  Conference  succeeds  or 
not,  the  effort  to  arrange  it  will  have  been 
worth  while. 

Let  us  wish  Godspeed  to  the  effort,  because, 
if  for  - no  other  reason,  it  will  create  the 
atmosphere  in  which  the  sturdy  plant  of 
international  co-operation  may  thrive. 

A Nation's  Throes. 

To  dome  nearer  our  own  shores,  the  deci- 
sions arrived -at  by -the  Sinn  Fein  Parliament 


1 INCREASED  YOUR  ORDERS  YET  ?1 

— 

THE  PRICE  OF  THE  I 

| “CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS  j 

IS  NOW  REDUCED  BY  ! 

j SIXPENCE  PER  DOZEN  j 

! To  Societies,  Guilds,  and 

Educational  Committees.  f 

\ The  movement  needs  more  “ News  " readers  | 
| to  carry  the  societies  through  the  present  j 
j trying  period  j 


in  Dublin  on  Saturday  and  this  week  have  a 
tremendous  influence  on  the  social  relations 
and  the  co-operative  relations  between  Ire- 
land and  this  country.  The  Treaty  of  Peace 
ratified  by  the  British  Parliament  has  now 
been  ratified  by  the  Parliament  authorised 
to  speak  for  the  great  majority  of  the  Irish 
people.  The  vote  which  carried  that  was 
small,  but  the  closing  week  of  the  old  year 
and  the  opening  week  of  the  new  year  showed 
a great  wave  of  public  opinion  in  Ireland  in 
favour  of  ratification,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
that  when  the  new  provisional  government 
asks  the  electorate  to  give  public  approval 
to  the  ratification  that  will  be  forthcoming. 
The  Treaty  is  signed  and  ratified.  It  now 
remains  to  apply  it.  That  involves  legis- 
lation in  Westminster,  and  it  involves  con- 
struction in  Dublin.  A magnificent  appeal 
has  gone  out  to  the  Irish  people  in  1 •■c  columns 
of  the  “ Irish  Homestead,"  in  whicn  Air.  Geo. 
W.  Russell — for  the  idealism  is  his — reminds 
the  provisional  government  of  the  Irish  Free 
'State  that  ‘‘the  men  who  think  will 'be  the 
men  who  will  come  out  on  top.  The  men 
'with  inflamed  passions  will  be  consigned  to 
‘limbo  finally'  amid  the -hearty  execrations'  of 
the  Irish  ’ people."  Gieat  difficulties  are 
ahead  of  Ireland,  and  the  re:birth  of  a 
nation  has  its  throes  which  no  twilight  sleep 
can  mitigate.  ' But  what  concerns  co-opera- 
tive reriders  is  that  whatever  trials  are  in  store 
for. the  builders  of  the  New  Ireland,  the  sister 
isles  have  agreed  to  bury  the  hatchet ; the 
spirit  of  friendship  must  govern  future  rela- 
tions, and -that ’will' make  co-operation  be- 
tween the 'co-operative  organisations  of  the 


two  countries  mbre  easy  and  more  successful. 
That,  assuredly,  is  a historic  happening. 

One  other  historic  change  in  process  of 
development  is  the  rupture  of  the  Coalition. 
The  Chief  Whip  of  the  Conservative  Party 
has  thrown  down  a challenge  to  the  Prime 
Minister.  He  is  against  a general  election, 
and  has  made  it  clear  that  if  an  election  be 
precipitated  in  February— as  was  apparently 
intended — the  Frime  Minister  and  the 
Coalition  Liberals  are  to  be  faced  with  the 
loss  of  the  support  commanded  by  Sir  George 
Younger.  The  Conservative  Party  is  not 
united  on  that  stratagem,  although  the  bulk 
of  the  Conservative  press  has  joined  in  oppo- 
sition to  an  election  now.  It  is  certain  that 
many  Conservatives  would  rather  have  an 
election  under  conditions  which  would  ensure 
them  the  assistance  of  the  Prime  Minister's 
versatile  gifts.  , The  Coalition  Liberals  are 
proposing  to  constitute  a National  Liberal 
-Party,  which  yvould  welcome, the  Wee  From 
if  they  joined  on  the  Prime  Minister ‘s  terms. 
It  is  counted  that  LiberaLUnionists  of  the  old 
school  would  join  with  them.  There  is  no 
longer  any  raison  d’etre  for  a Unionist  Party, 
since  the  Irish  trouble  has  been  disposed  of 
in  principle.  What  confronts  us  is  a total 
reconstruction  of  the  great  political  parties. 

The  New  Prospect. 

A hew  prospect  opens  out  to  the  electorate. 
These  changes  in  the  political  system  have 
one  important  lesson.  They  show  that  the 
competitive  system  in  politics  has  broken 
down  as  completely  as  the  competitive 
system  in  industry  broke  down  with  the 
cracks  of  the  first  rifles  in  August  of  1914. 

Such  conditions  will  recall  to  the  minds  of 
readers  the  views  expressed  in  the  “ News  ’’ 
prior  to  the  Swansea  Congress.  The  world 
needs  a complete  reconstruction  of  its  whole 
social  system.  It  needs  reconstruction  in 
politics  as  well  as  in  industry  and  trade.  J ust 
as  co-operators  are  not  satisfied  to  accept 
whatever  goods  others  care  to  supply  at 
whatever  prices  others  care  to  charge,  they 
must  refuse  to  be  satisfied  with  the  political 
conditions  which  others  care  to  impose  upon 
them  or  to  be  satisfied  with  any  political 
leadership  except  that  which  they  themselves 
constitute.  Examine  present-day  pro- 
grammes as  we  will,  there  is  nothing  in  any 
of  them  that  equals  the  co-operative  solution 
of  the  troubles  that  make  men  and  women 
old  before  they  reach  their  prime.  What  we 
are  witnessing  all  around  us  to-day  is  a 
struggle  on  the  part  of  men  to  reach  co-opera- 
tive ideals.  They  know  that  only  by  fidelity 
to  those  ideals  will  the  world’s  conversion  be 
achieved.  They  are  overwhelmed  with  evi- 
dence that  no  other  human  system  can  make 
the  world  worth  living  in  ; they  long  to  see 
co-operative  principles  applied  ; but  the 
sacrifice  of  selfish  interests  seems  to  be  too 
great  for  them,  and  they  tinker  with  great 
problems  rather  than  face  those  sacrifices 
which  would  relieve  the  world  from  the  pangs 
of  wasting  Tnisery. 

Co-operators  at  the  present  juncture  in  the 
world’s  history  may  well  pride  themselves 
upon  the  lessons  which  the  Rochdale  weavers 
have  xtaught  the  governments  of  Europe. 
Their  immediate  business  is  to  remember  those 
lessons,  and  try  to  make  the  co-operative  con- 
ception fructify’  in  the  birth  of  a new  world. 
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ENTERPRISE  v.  RESIGNATION. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  FRESH  DEPARTURES  IN 
PROPAGANDA  FOR  CO-OPERATION. 

BY  B.  WILLIAMS. 


TIME  TO  CALL  A HALT. 

SOME  DANGEROUS  PRACTICES  THAT  MUST  STOP. 


HANDS  OFF  PROPERTY  AND  RESERVES  ! 


BY  FRED  HALL,  M.A. 


Fortitude  is  one  of  the  sublime  charac- 
teristics of  humanity.  To  be  able'  to  endure 
the  “ slings  and  arrows  of  outrageous 
fortune”  with  stoical  calm  or  even  cheer- 
fulness is  a gift  that  is  highly  valued.  As 
in  the  case  of  other  good  things,  however, 
it  is  well  not  to  carry  it  to  the  point  of 
degeneracy,  for  it  is  possible  that  fortitude 
may  decay  into  resignation,  which  is  one. 
amongst  the  lesser  virtues,  and  should  be 
practised  only  when  hope  has  fled. 

Industry  and  commerce  generally  are 
passing  through  parlous  times,  and  naturally 
the  co-operative  movement  is  unable  to 
escape  some  of  the  effects  of  the  world- wide 
derangement  of  trade.  These  efforts  have 
to  be  accepted  willy-nilly,  but  while  they 
should  be  accepted  with  fortitude,  there  is 
no  reason  why  a mood  of  resignation  should 
be  added,  it  would  be  more  profitable 
to  prefer  a revival  of  enterprise.  A militant 
policy  should  bring  better  results  than 
placid  content. 

This  view  of  the  situation  is  worth  atten- 
tion, for  there  is  plenty  of  ground  for  hope 
and  activity  now  as  heretofore.  When 
private  trade  is  suffering  from  depression 
it  is  a fruitful  time  to  look  out  for  increased 
membership  and  greater  loyalty  in  the 
co-operative  movement.  The  national  mis- 
fortunes, instead  of  daunting  us,  should  be 
a spur  to  renewed  efforts. 

A Text  for  the  Times. 

These  thoughts  have  been  prompted  by 
reading  a paragraph  in  a local  “ Wheatsheaf  ” 
(Brightside  and  Carbrook),  headed  “ Full 
Speed  Ahead,  B.  and  C.  ” : 

This  seems  now  to  be  the  message,  and  whilst 
the  initials  stand  for  our  society,  they  may 
also  have  allusion  to  the  two  vitql  matters 
affecting  the  society’s ; progress,  busings  and 
capital.  Despite  tlie  prevailing  depression, 
there  must  be  a firm  resolve  that  nothing  shall  | 
retard  the  progress  of  a movement  which  seems 
the  only  hope  for  the  future  well-being  of  the 
workers. 

This  paragraph  follows  a proposal  to 
inaugurate  a scheme  of  house-to-house 
missionary  effort  to  rouse  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  membership  to  a better  understanding 
of,  and  a far  deeper  interest  in,  our  great 
movement. 

That  is  the  spirit  for  the  times.  Away 
with  resignation ! Away  with  thoughts 
that  it  is  useless  to  make  special  efforts  to 
meet  the  emergency  ! Away  with  wailing 
for  trade  to  improve ! Welcome  the  idea 
that  everything  comes  to  those  who  work, 
and  that  faith  and  enterprise  can  work 
wonders.  This  is  no  time  for  resignation  or 
depression  of  spirits.  Rather  it  is  the  time 
when  enterprise  is  needed. 

Possibilities  of  Push  and  Propaganda. 

Some  societies  have  made  good  progress 
recently.  One  in  the  south  which  has 
pursued  a steady  policy  of  opening  up  new 
branches,  has  in  three  years  added  to  its 
trade  over  £600,000  per  year.  It  was 'able 
to  secure  this  fine  result  because  it  bad 
surplus  capital,  and  a heavy  balance  at 
the  bank.  When  opportunity  presented 
from  time  to  time  to  acquire  business 
premises  or  a plot  of  land  in  a suitable  shop- 
ping centre,  the  management  was  not 
hampered  by  lack  of  capital,  but  could 
put  its  ideas  into  shape  without  the  delay 
which  so  often  stultifies  co-operative  enter- 
prise. There  are  very  few  towns  in  the 
country  where  there  is  no  prospect  of  similar 
extension  being  made  proportionately  to 
size  of  society.  But  there  are  many  societies 
where  the  desire  to  extend  is  absent  or  non- 
effective. 

The  Colne  Society  is  one  that  does  not 
believe  in  waiting  for  things  to  turn  up. 
Metaphorically,  it  goes  out  with  a spade 
aud  turns  them  up.  Recently  the  society 
went  in  for  a special  week  of  propaganda. 
Mr.  F.  C.  Crowther  (of  the  C.W.S  Financial 
Propaganda  Department,  1,  Balloon-street, 
Manchester)  gave  his  cinema  lecture,  “ Pro- 
duction for  Use,”  on  several  evenings,  and 
there  weje  special  displays  of  CAJ^.S.  pro- 
ductions in  all  the  branches,  with  cinema 
exhibitions  in  the  windows,  special  half- 
crown  propaganda  parcels,  house-to-house 
canvassing,  a lecture  to  employees  by  Mr. 
Crowther,  and  a general  all-round  stirring 


up  of  the  local  mind.  The  result  was  worth 
the  trouble — an  increase  of  £1,900  over  the 
previous  week’s  trade. 

It  would  be  difficult' for  some  societies  to 
secure  great  increases  in  trade,  simply 
because  their  members  are  already  nearly 
100  per  cent,  loyal,  and  the  field  of  additional 
membership  is  restricted.  Their  oppor- 
tunities for  extension  would  be  more  by 
way  of  the  opening  of  new  departments, 
and  few  would  advise  the  acquisition  of 
greater  responsibilities  in  that  particular 
way  at  this  juncture. 

Ih  d multitude  of  cases,  however,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  a re-sharpening  of  business 
weapons,  such  as  smarter  window-dressing 
than  ordinary,  house-to-house  propaganda, 
advertising,  public  meetings,  and  so  forth, 
would  bring  more  and  better  business. 

The  Outsider’s  Smartness. 

One  is  here  tempted  to  be  l?old  and  quote 
air  illustration  from  outside  the  movement. 
In  a certain  shopping  district  in  London 
there  is  one  of  those  brilliant  drug  stores 
which  are  run  by  a multiple  shop  concern. 
Everyone  knows  the  shops  of  the  company 
and  can  appreciate  the  talent  that  is  brought 
to  bear  ou  their  equipment.  This  was  one 
of  the  usual  kind,  well  supplied  with  stock, 
smartly  handled,  dressed  and  lighted  in 
alluring  style,  and  doing  good  business. 
The  manager,  however,  wanted  more  busi- 
ness, and  succeeded  in  getting  it.  At  the 
time,  some  two  or  three  months  ago,  we 
were  in  the  very  deeps  of  the  trade  depres- 
sion, when  it  appeared  impossible  to  draw 
money  from  the  pockets  of  purchasers, 
except  for  absolutely  unavoidable  expendi- 
ture-. That  was  no  deterrent  to  the  moving 
spirit  of  this  establishment.  An  entirely 
new  -scheme  of  stopk  and  window  display 
was  adopted,  advertising  matter  re-written, 
and  a shopping  fortnight  instituted  during 
which  samples  were  given  away  to  every 
person  making  a purchase  to  the  value  of  a 
shilling -upwards.  So  many  new  customers 
were  attracted  that  the  object  in  view  was 
achieved.  New  trade  was  created  in  spite 
of  the  surrounding  flatness. 

The  Inevitable  Moral. 

The  moral  is  that  we  are  all  liable  to  get 
into  nits,  and  that  the  way  to  break  new 
ground  is  to  get  out  of  the  ruts.  We  need 
variety  in  our  monotony,  so  to  speak. 
Some  housewives  feel  that  it  is  a solace  to 
their  souls  to  turn  their  houses  upside 
down  now  and  again  and  arrange  the  furni- 
ture in  a different  manner.  We  all  appreciate 
a change,  and  the  point  is  that  changes  can 
be  made  to  pay  in  co-operative  stores.  An 
entirely  new  window  display,  composed  of 
attractive  specialities  provided  by  the  C.W.S. , 
will  work  wonders.  Recently  I saw,  at 
Boston,  a hosiery  window  which  had  been 
dressed  by  an  expert  from  1,  Balloon-street. 
It  was  effective,  for  I noticed  thal^it  attracted 
more  attention  than  other  windows. 

In  the  co-operative  movement  there  is 
little  chance  of  originality  of  thought,  and, 
therefore,  possibly  all  the  above  has  been 
urged  before.  None  the  less  it  remains  a 
fact  that  only  in  comparatively  few  cases 
in  the  movement  has  the  lesson  been  really 
taken  to  heart.  There  are  still  numbers 
of  societies  where  no  change  has  taken  place 
in  methods  for  years. 

Movements  like  ours  advance  by  waves 
of  effort,  There  is  the  wave  of  action  to 
secure  trade  union  support,  then  the  wave 
to  bring  in  capital.  Consequent  upon  these 
there  has  been  a multiplication  of  members, 
and  a very  marked  growth  of  capital. 

What  would  be  helpful  now  in  addition 
to  both  those  mentioned,  is  a third  wave 
of  effort,  flooding  all  societies,  for  a surge 
forward  in  trade,  especially  in  Wholesale 
productions.  The  capital  of  the  movement 
invested  in  the  Wholesales  needs  the  support 
of  the  movement.  To  prefer  to  support 
the  capital  of  the  outside  world  is  suicidal. 
Yet  the  recently-issued  interim  report  of 
the  C.W.S.  shows  a decline  in  production 
which  could  not  have  taken  place  if  all 
co-operators  had  been  100  per  cent,  loyal. 
The  old.  message  needs  to  be  taken  to  the 
people  in  new  guise. 


I n ave  waited  for  a leader  of  the  trading  side 
of  our  movement  strong  enougli  and  bold  enough 
to  warn  societies  against  some  of  the  practices 
they  nre  at  present  adopting  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  higher  dividends  than  are  justified?  Is 
there  no  one  with  sufficient  courage  and  sufficient 
influence  to  restrain  committees  from  adopting 
these  practices  which  are  weakening  and 
jeopardising  their  societies  and  endangering  the 
whole  movement  P Or  is  it  that  so  many  of 
them  have  not  resisted  wliat  has  already  been 
done  that  thpy  have  lost  their  moral  authority? 
'The  practices  I refer  to  are  (u)  the  suspension  of 
depreciation  charges;  (b)  the  reductions  of,  or 
withdrawals  from,  depreciation  funds;  (c)  the 
writing  up  of  the  value  of  buildings,  rolling 
stock,  and  other  assets;  and  (d)  the  drawing 
upon  reserve  funds  for  the  purpose  of  paying  or 
increasing  dividends. 

Typical  Cases. 

Cases  multiply  daily  ; and  I quote  only  two  or 
three  that  come  to  memory  first.  The  facts  are 
available  to  all  co-operators  in  published  records 
and  balance  sheets. 

Society  A.  Breaks  its  own  rules  by  suspend- 
ing depreciation  charges,  although  it  pays  a divi- 
dend. The  amount  that  should  liavb  been 
applied  for  depreciation  has  been  paid  away— as 
dividend. 

Society  B.  Draws  sefbral  thousand  pounds 
from  its  reserve  funds  for  the  purpose  of  writing 
down  the  value  of  its  stocks,  but  indirectly  swell-- 
ing  its  trading  profits  by  tjie  amount  so  em- 
ployed, these  profits  being  paid  away  in  dividend. 

Society  C.  A small  society  writes  up  the  value 
of  its  rolling  stock  by  £1,000,  and  uses  the 
amount  for  dividend  purposes;  whilst  another 
society — which  had  to  be  carefully  nursed  a few 
years  ago — proposes  to  have  i,tij;  properties  re- 
valued at  to-day’s^  figures,  and  {bus  -tak,q/credit 
for  (a)  the  increased  value  of  properties  caused 
by  the  rise  of  prices  since  1914  and  for  (b)  the 
excess  of  depreciation  allowances  over  actual 
depreciation. 

Society  D.  (typical  of  several).  Withdraws 
£4,000  from  its  reserve  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
swelling  the  dividend,  leaving  its  reserve  fund 
at  a paltry  amount  compared  with  the  share 
capital  of  the  society. 

Had  anyone  told  me  ten  years  ago  that  co- 
oyerators,  with  their  traditions  of  prudence, 
caution,  and  thrift,  would  have  adopted  these 
practioes  and  dissipated  in  one  half-year  the 
reserves  which  had  taken  years  of  patient  effort 
to  build  up,  I should  not  have  believed  him. 
The  arguments  advanced  are  that  the  times  are 
exceptional  afkl  the  difficulties  unprecedented ; 
that  it  is  necessary  to  keep  up  the  dividend,  in 
order  to  retain  the  confidence  of  members;  and 
that  the  need  for  these  special  measures  will 
not  recur,  as  wet  have  got  over  the  worst  of  the 
crisis  because  there  cannot  be  such  another 
slump  in  prices  as  occurred  in  1920-21. 

Actions  Unjustified. 

None  of  these  arguments  is,  in  my  opinion, 
sufficiently  valid  to  justify  the  action  that  is 
being  taken;  and  some  of  them  are  the  result 
of  an  unjustified  optimism  regarding  our  socie- 
ties’ working  conditions  during  the  next  twelve 
months  or  two  years.  In  any  oase,  whatever 
may  bo  the  temporary  gain,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  -that  societies  adopting  these  practices  are 
crippling  themselves  for  the  future.  This'  will 
•be  the  case  in  two  respects : increased  expenses 
(the  most  serious)  and  shortage  of  capital  (the 
least  serious). 

Let  me  examine  the  second  difficulty  first. 
When  a society  makes  a profit  of  £1,000,  it  re- 
ceives in  cash  for  goods  sold  £1,000  more  than  it 
pays  out  for  goods  and  expenses,  and  this  £1,000 
can  be  paid  away  in  dividend  without  the  society 
su fieri  11  g loss  of  capital  t.o  continue  its  trade. 
But  -when  it  writes  up  its  rolling  stock  or  other 
assets  by  £1,000,  or  draws  upon  its  reserves  for 
this  amount,  it  does  not  receive  a surplus  of 
income  over  expenditure;  and  when  the  £1,000 
has  to  be  paid  out  in  dividend,  the  society  must 
reduce  its  floating  balance  at  the  bank  or  turn 
some  of  its  investments  into  cash ; and  when  the 
society  has  paid  out  this  £1,000,  it  has  £1,000 
less  for  working  its  business.  A shortage  of 
capital  will  therefore  result,  though  its  effect 
may  be  masked  by  the  fall  in  prices  reducing  the 
need  for  capital.  A general  adoption  of  this 
policy  is  therefore  going  to  mean  a greater 
tightness  of  capital, 

The  effect  upon  expenses  is  more  serious, 
especially  as  it  comes  a.t  a time  when  societies 
are  finding  that  their  expenses  per  pound  of  sales 
nre  2-3  per  cent,  higher  than  they  were  a year 
ago.  To  replace  the  £1,000  paid  out  in  dividend, 
another  £1,000  must  be  borrowed)  or  the  society 


must  forego  the  interest  on  the  investment  which 
it  lias  realised  in  order  to  find  the  cash  for  the 
dividend.  In  any  case,  the  society  is  £50  a 
year  worse  off.  This  means  that  prices  will  have 
to  be  raised  or  dividend  reduced  until  the  £1,000 
lias  been  replaced  out  of  future  profits.  Mem- 
bers of  societies  are  complaining  now,  not  with- 
out some  justification,  about  co-operative  prices 
in  comparison  with  those  of  private  traders.  Are 
not  societies  going  to  find  it  even  more  difficult 
in  the  future  to  meet  the  competition  of  other 
traders  if  they  increase  their  expenses  this  way? 
Most  assuredly  they  are. 

The  Effect  of  Such  Policy. 

Apart  from  these  considerations,  there  is  the 
general  effect  which  this  policy  will  have  upon 
the  stability  of  our  societies.  It  has  been  our 
proud  and  justifiable  boast-  that  no  trading  con- 
cerns are  as  strong  financially  a s- ours ' are ; and 
it  will  still  be  tame,  let  me  say  to  timid  investors, 
that  our  societies  will  be  worth  20s.  in  the 
pound ; but  we  liavo  always  bad  an  ample  margin 
beyond  this  standard;  and  this  margin  is  being 
reduced.  Go-operators  have  not  been  hesitant 
during  the  past  four  years  in  their  criticisms  of 
company  promoters  who  have  recapitalised  cotton 
mills  and  other  businesses  on  the  basis  of  pre- 
sent-day costs  of  their  buildings  and  machinery. 
The  criticisms  have  been  justified  by  the  canons 
t>f  sound  finance;  blft  what  are  wo  now  goiug 
to  say  of  co-operative  societies  which' write  up 
their  assets  or  propose  to  have  their  properties 
re-valued  in  order  to  do  just  the  same  thing? 
The  practice  was  described  as  wicked  when  "pri- 
vate capitalists  adopted  it ; is  it  any  less  wicked 
when  co-operative  societies  adopt  it?  We  de- 
uouDoe  private  capitalism;  but  are  prone  to  imi- 
tate its  ways  and  think  ourselves  clever  In  so 
doing.  The  writing  up  of  properties  is  not  sound 
finance.  Properties  are  worth  much  less  to-day 
than  they  were  two  years  ago;  and  who  can 
tell  what  they ‘will  be  worth  two  years  hence  ? 
''The  plea  aB6ut  dividend  being  necessary  in 
order  to  retain  the  confidence  of  members  is 
being  worked  a little  too  much.  Mori;  co-opera- 
tors are  aware  that  a large  proportion  of  busi- 
ness houses  have  suffered  big  losses  during  the 
past  year ; aud  if  our  members  received  no  more 
than  their  5 per  cent,  upon  capital,  they  would 
be  doing  better  than  the  average  shareholder  in 
outside  commercial  concerns.  We  are  losing 
more  trade  and  members  because  of  our  high 
prices  than  because  of  our  low  dividends;  aud 
by  increasing  our  expenses  we  shall  lose  still 
more  trade  and  members  than  we  shall  keep  by 
swelling  the  dividend  at  the  expense  of  reserve 
funds  and  depreciation  I do  not  underrate  the 
value  and  importance  of  dividend,  or  under- 
estimate its  influence  upon  membership  and 
trade ; but  if  management  committees  are  so 
fearful  of  the  effects  which  low  dividends  will 
have  upon  their  societies,  should  they  not  in 
future  pay  more  attention  to  the  education  of 
the  members  of  their  societies? 

What  of  Officials? 

I have  not  up  to  the  present  heard  of  our 
officials’  organisations  deprecating  the  practices 
I leave  criticised ; indeed,  the  artime  by  Mr.  Rose 
in  the  “ News"  of  December  31st  rather  sup- 
ports their  adoption.  But  do  our  managers 
realise  what  is  going  to  be  the  effect  of  this 
policy  upon  their  results  during  the  next  few 
years  ? Do  they  or  the  members  of  their  societies 
realise  that  every  increase  of  £100  in  working 
expenses,  due  to  writing  up  property  or  drawing 
on  reserves,  means  a reduction  of  Id.  in  the 
pound  on  £24,000  of  trade?  I write' strongly 
because  1 feel  strongly.  Societies  are 
following  the  line  of  least  resistance.  We  are 
not  facing  our  difficulties;  we  are  only  postponing 
them,  and  are  increasing  them  by  so  doing.  Our 
pioneers,  living  in  times — sixty  or  seventy  years 
ago — when  failures  in  the  co-operative  movement 
were  not  uncommon,  realised  the  importance  of 
prudence  and  financial  strength.  We.  their 
successors,  having  basked  for  so  long  in  the  sun- 
shine of  prosperity,  are  forgetting  that  we  cannot 
play  fast  and  loose  with  the  financial  basis  of 
our  societies.  I trust  the  oommittees  of  our 
societies  will  be  strong  enough  to  resist  the 
temptation  to  follow  the  bad  examples  that  have 
l>eeu  set  them  before  it  is  too  late;  and  I hope 
that  tinofficial  members  of  societies  who  may 
read  these  lines  will  support  them  in  their  resist- 
ance. Societies  cannot  say  they  have  not  been 
warned  in  time.  As  far  back  as  1915  or  1916, 
the  Co-operative  Union  issued  a circular  in  which 
societies  were  warned  that  the  present  difficulties 
would  inevitably  follow  the  conclusion  of  the  war  ; 
and  they  were  advised  what  steps  to  take  iu 
order  to  meet  the  difficulties. 

I write  on  this  subjeot  unofficially.  As  a 
member  of  a retail  society,  I have  a stakfe  with 
every  other  co-operate  in  the  movement  as  a 
whole,  and  I am  moved  to  protest  against  plflt- 
tices  which  are  not  going  to  be  iu  t-lie  interests 
of  myself  and  my  fellow-co-operators  the  country 
over.  I trust  that  others  less  fettered  by  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  an  official  position 
will  take  up  this  matter  at  once. 


January  14,  1922. 
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WHEN  SKIDELSKY  SKEDADDLED 


BAITING  THE  BISHOP. 


END  OF  THE  "NATIONAL  CO-ORERATIVE  BANK." 


MR.  ROBERT  WALKER  TACKLES  DR.  TEMPLE. 


X 


DID  NO  BANKING  BUSINESS  AND  WAS  NOT 
CO-OPERATIVE. 


OFFICIAL  RECEIVER  DESCRIBES  THE  CONCERN. 


The  inglorious  end  of  the  National  Co-opera- 
tive Bank  Ltd.  was  described  in  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  January  3rd>  when  the 
creditors  and  depositors  met  under  a compul- 
sory winding-up  order  made  on  the  petition  oi 
Mr.  Frederick  Temple,  the  managing  director 
of  the  concern. 

It  has  already  been  emphasised  in  the  “ Co- 
operative News  ” that  this  concern  had  no  con- 
nection whatever  with  the  co-operative  move-  1 
ment.  The  disclosures  made  in  court  last  week 
revealed  no  fact  which  warranted  the  use  of  the 
co-operative  title,  and  'the  Official  Receiver 
declared  that  “ this  wretched  bank  ” was 
“ doing  no  banking  business  at  all.” 

In  all  probability  anti-co-operative  propagan- 
dists will  cite  the  history  of  this  concern  as  a 
“co-operative”  failure  when  the  actual  facts 
have  slipped  the  public  memory,  and  when  the 
details  of  the  business  have  been  forgotten  by 
co-operators.  In  view  of  that  probability  no 
apology  issnecessary  for  placing  upon  record,  for 
reference  by  co-operators  in  such  eventuality, 
the  statement  made  to  the  creditors  and  de- 
positors by  the  Official  Receiver.  Lest  a repoit 
by  a “ Co-operative  News  ” representative  might 
be  accounted  biased,  the  report  which  follows 
is  taken  from  “ The  Financial  News  ” of 
January  4th. 

Official  Receiver’s  Statement. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Byrgess,  Senior  Official  Receiver, 
reported  that  the  company  was  incorporated  in 
August,  1912,  with  a capital  of  £100,  by  Mr. 
Temple,  and  was  intended  to  develop  a.  scheme 
which  he  had  formed  to  start  a co-operative  bank 
and  to  distribute  the  profits  ’ among  the  cus- 
tomers rather  than  among  a large  number  oi 
shareholders.  There  had  been  a number  of 
directors  during  the  existence  of  the  bank,  but 
the  active  life  of  the  concern  was  always 
directed  by  Mr.  Temple,  who  was  appointed — 
or,  rather,  appointed  himself  — managing 
director  at  a salary  of  £400,  increased  in  June, 
1921,  to  £1,000,  per  annum,  -with  a free  hand  to 
exercise  all  powers  provided  they  could  be  exer- 
cised without  calling  a general  meeting  of  the 
shareholders.  It.  was  proposed  to  raise  capital 
with  which  to  carry  on  the  business  by  means 
of  bonds  of  £10  each,  payable  £1  on  application 
and  the  balance  by  monthly  instalments  of  10s., 
the  holders  to  receive  4 per  cent.,  plus  certain 
bonuses  out  of  profits.  There  were  also  pro- 
visions for  redemption  of  the  bonds  and  for  the 
establishment  of  a sinking  fund,  and  in  fact  the 
bonds  came  closely  into  line  with  an  ordinary 
shareholding.  The  first  allotment  was  made  in 
June,  1913,  when  fifty  shares  were  taken  by 
Mr.  Temple  and  seventeen  by  other  people,  Who 
paid  cash  for  them. 

Bond  Prospectuses. 

The  company  being  a private  company  was 
unable  to  make  a public  issue  of  the  bonds,  and 
in  order  to  get  round  the  difficulty  they 
obtained  another  concern  to  J;ake  the  bonds  off 
their  hands  and  place  them  with  other  people. 
Accordingly  the  Incorporated  Association  of 
International  Traders  was  brought  into  play; 
it  was  a concern  also  directed  by  Mr.  Temple; 
it  only  had  a capital  of  £500,  was  without 
resources,  and  was  not  in  a position  to  under- 
take obligations  of  that  sort.  It,  however, 
offered  to  buy  5,000  £10  bonds  at  a discount  of 
7£  per  cent.,  but  the  real  intention  was  to  find 
people  who  would  take  the  bonds,  and  then  apply 
to  the  bank  for  an  issue.  A prospectus  was  got 
out  in  the  name  of  the  association,  although,  in 
fact,  it  was  that  of  the  bank ; it  contained  a lot 
of  high-sounding  expressions,  and  offered  all 
sorts  of  opportunities  to  small  bank  investors. 
A second  prospectus  was  prepared  in  March, 
1917,  also  offering  5,000  bonds,  and  the  response 
to  the  first  issue  was  a total  of  £3,760,  the 
directors  subscribing  to  200  bonds,  and  the 
public  to  176  bonds  of  £10  each.  In  the  accounts 
of  the  company  placed  before  their  customers 
there  appeared  on  the  assets  side  an  item 
" bonds  issued  £50,600,”  but  there  was  no 
corresponding  liability  of  that  amount  on  the 
other  side  as  there  should  have  been.  The 
response  to  the  second  issue  was  £1,665,  making, 
together  with  the  first  issue,  £5,425. 

Mr.  Skidelsky’s  Participation. 

In  the  beginning  of  1921,  Mr.  Skidcisky  came 
on  the  scene,  aud  lie  was  to  put  the  concern  in 
a sound  financial  position  and  take  over  the 
control.  Terms  were  arranged  under  which  he 
agreed  to  buy  the  whole  of  the  £160,000  of 
bonds,  and  between  June  10th  and  September 
12th  he  paid  the  company  £5,000,  of  which 


£3,521  was  a cheque  which  was  dishonoured  on 
presentation.  Mr.  Skidelsky  left  the  country 
soon  afterwards  and  had  not  since  been  seen, 
and  a few  weeks  ago  he  was  made  bankrupt  in 
the  High  Court. 

The  customers’  deposits  received  in  the  first 
year  of  the  company’s  trading  were  £2,058, 
against  which  the  establishment  charges 
amounted  to  £2,582,  and  in  1918  the  deposits 
had  increased  to  £9,404,  while  the  establish- 
ment charges  for  the  five  years  amounted  to 
£10,561. 

The  present  position  of  affairs  was  that  the 
unsecured  debts,  which  were  mostly  in  respect 
of  deposit  and  current  accounts,  amounted  to 
£14,000,  and  the  chief  asset  was  £15,375,  repre- 
senting liability  on  the  bonds  due  from  Air. 
Skidelsky,  who  was  really  liable  to  continue  his 
subscription  for  the  £100,000  bonds,  but  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Skidelsky  was  now 
bankrupt,  it  would  be  futile  to  expect  anything 
from  that  source. 

No  Banking  Business. 

The  customers  of  the  bank  were  induced  to 
invest  their  money  by  lectures  and  discourses 
delivered  by  Mr.  Temple  from  time  to  time  on 
the  subject  of  “ Economics  and  Co-operation.” 
The  company  has  never  acted  as  a bank.  All 
the  money  subscribed  had  gone  in  management 
expenses,  and  had  in  fact  been  devoted  to 
“ keeping  on  its  legs  this  wretched  bank  which 
was  doing  no  banking  business  at  all.”  Even- 
tually Mr.  Temple,  to  use  his  own  words, 
“ wanted  protection,”  and  applied  for  a wind- 
ing-up order.  It  appeared  that  it  was  Mr. 
Temple,  and  not  the  bank,  that  wanted  pro- 
tection, but  the  plain  fact  was  that  the  £14,000 
subscribed  by  the  present  creditors  had  gone  in 
the  expense  of  keeping  the  bank  going,  and 
there  was  not  likely  to  be  a single  penny  piece 
to  be  returned  to  them. 

Mrl'Tenfpi^  who  addressed  the  meeting,  de- 
clared that  he  was  by  far  the  heaviest  loser  in 
the  concern.  He  regarded  Mr.  Skidelsky  as  a 
very  wealthy  mail,  whose  assets  included  a claim 
of  £525,000  against  the  Italian  Government, 
large  blocks  of  shares  in  companies  having  vast 
Russian  interests,  and  an  annuity  of  £4,000. 
He  looked  to  the  realisation  of  that  gentleman’s 
estate  to  provide  sufficient  to  pay  in  full  all 
claims  upon  the -bank.  At  the  present  time  Mr. 
Skidelsky  was  utterly  broken  down  in  health, 
and  was  in  a sanatorium  in  Potsdam. 

The  liquidation  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Official  Receiver. 


The  minutes  of  the  committee  of  the  Man- 
chester and  Salford  Society,  read  over  at  the 
quarterly  meetings  just  held,  contained  the 
following : — Resolved,  “ That  we  approve  the 
principle  of  fixed  prices  for  C.W.S.  productions.” 


Appointment  H.M.  the  King. 

Why  bother  with  imitations — 
which  always  benefit  the  seller 
and  never  you — when  you  can 
get  the  original  and  be^t 

Nestle’s  Milk 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

English  or  Swiss 
OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

which  is  MILK  : Whole  milk 
and  nothing  but  milk,  three 
times  as  rich  in  cream  as  ordi- 
nary milk,  and  .much  richer  than 
any  “ Evaporated  Milk.” 

Resolutely  refuse  just-as-goods— 
tljere  are  none,  whatever  ttjeir  price. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.  3. 


WHY  HIS  LORDSHIP  VALUES  THE  MOVEMENT. 


Mr.  Robert  - Walker,  of  the  National 
Traders’  Defence  League,  has  been  “ taking  it 
up  ” with  the  Bishop  of  Manchester  for  ven- 
turing to  express  favourable  views  about  the 
co-operative  movement,  and  he  has  told  His 
Lordship  that  instead  of  being  one  of  the 
greatest  forces  making  for  progress  in  the 
world,  the  co-operative  movement  is  “ the 
cause  of  a considerable  amount  of  unemploy- 
ment, and  has  gained  a certain  part  of  its 
present  position  through  unfair  advantages 
that  have  been  granted  it,  notably  in  the  form 
of  non-assessment  to  taxation.” 

It  is  a long  time  since  Mr.  Walker  said  or 
wrote  that  first,  and  since  then  he  has,  repeated 
it  so  often  that  lie  has  very  probably  succeeded 
in  concussing  himself  into  believing  it  to  be 
true.  But  there  are  many  others  who  do  not 
believe  him,  and  these  people  have  been  troop- 
ing into  the  co-operative  ranks  during  the 
thirty-four  years  that  have  elapsed  since  Mr. 
James  Deans  exploded  that  theory  in  public 
debate  with  Mr.  Walker. 

His  Lordship,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Walker,  stated 
that  he  was  inclined  to  agree  that  the  Govern- 
ment “ made  a mistake  in  exempting  the  co- 
operative movement  from  taxation.”  In  that, 
His  Lordship  no  doubt  made  the  natural  reply 
that  anyone  would  make  who  accepted,,  as  true, 
Mr.  Walker’s  statement  that  the  movement 
enjoyed  “ non-asse6sment  to  taxation.”  That 
he  has  been  misled  by  Mr.  Walker’s  phraseology 
is  obvious  from  the  Bishop’s  further  observa- 
tion: “ As  far  as  I know,  everyone  is  ready  to 
escape  taxation  who  has  an  opportunity  of 
doing  so.  This  is  not  admirable,  but  it  is  too 
universal  a practice  to  allow  of  condemnation 
of  those  who  follow  it.” 

His  Lordship's  view  ctf  the  Government’s 
mistake  will  probably  be  altered  when  he  learns 
that  it  is  untrue  to  say  that  the  movement  has 
the  advantage  of  “ son-assessment  to  taxation.” 

Mr.  Walker,  however,  has  found  a hitter  pill 
Tinder  the  gilt,  for  the  Bishop  has  explained 
why  he  has  dared  to  frequent  co-operative 
gatherings,  and  this  is  His  Lordship’s 
explanation : — 

“ I have  been  lor  a considerable  time  a 
student  of  iiaj.isiri:.!  questions,  and  if  the  co- 
operative socieiv  include  their  employees 

among  tile  beneficiaries  of  their  method,  I 
should  regard  them  as  having  gone  far  towards 
solving  the  present  phase  of  our  economic 
problem.  Meanwhile,  I value  the  co-operative 


FROM  THE  EAST. 


JAPANESE  MISSION  AT 

BALLOON-STREET. 

The  Japanese  Commercial  Mission,  now 
touring  business  and  industrial  centres  of  this 
country,  paid  a visit  to  Manchester  on  the  9th 
inst.  One  oif  their  objects  is  to  study  the  com- 
mercial and  industrial  methods  of  Great  Britain 
with  the  intention,  we  presume,  of  adopting 
anything  that  may  be  beneficial  to  the  develop- 
ment of  their  own  country. 

A section  of  the  large  deputation,  conducted 
by  Mr.  J.  Ma6tin,  of  the  grocery  department  of 
the  C.W.S. , visited  the  Balloon-street  premises, 
and  were  received  by  Mr.  W.  Lander,  who  was 
accompanied  on  behalf  of  the  directorate  by 
Mr.  A.  Varley,  representing  the  finance  com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  T.  J.  Henson,  who  some  time 
ago  went  to  Japan  on  a trade  delegation  to 
make  purchases  for  the  C.W.S. 

The  part  of  the  Japanese  deputation  visiting 
the  C.W.S.  included  the  following: — Ginjiro 
Fujihara,  founder  of  a Japanese  newspaper; 
Kunizo  Hara,  bank  and  railway  director ; 
Naojiro  Iida,  silk  goods  merchant ; Katsutaro 
Inabata,  director  of  several  textile  concerns ; 
Shintaro  Ohashi,  a well-known  publisher. 

They  were  anxious  to  know  something  about 
the  co-operative  system,  and  in  the  board-room 
Mr.  Lander  explained  to  them  the  constitution 
and  purpose  of  the  C.W.S.,  pointing  out  its 
relationship  to  the  industrial  societies  of  the 
country.  He  also  reminded  them  that  the 
C.W.S.  did  considerable  business  with  Japan  in 
silk  goods,  also  in  rice  and  other  food  commo- 
dities. They  displayed  a keen  and  intelligent 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  C.W.S.,  and  of  the 
movement  as  a whole,  and  put  several  pertinent 
questions  to  the  directors,  their  object  evidently 
being  to  obtain  a clear  idea  of  the  trade  done 
by  the  C.W.S.,  and  of  its  place  in  the  com- 
mercial and  industrial  transactions  of  the 
country. 

Many  matters  of  special  interest  were  dis- 
cussed during  a sort  of  round-table  talk,  after 
which  the  members  of  the  deputation  were 
invited  to  partake  of  light  refreshments. 
Finally,  they  were  conducted  through  several 
trading  departments  of  the  C.W.S.,  and,  before 
leaving,  expressed  their  gratefulness  for  the 
attention  or  the  directors  and  the  knowledge 
conveyed  to  them  during  their  visit. 

They  were  obviously  very  much  interested  in 
the  extensive  productive  and  distributive  opera- 
tions of  the  C'.W.S.,  and  were  provided  with  a 
parcel  of  literature  to  enable  them  to  extend 
their  information. 


movement  merely  because  it  is  co-operativi 
and  also  because,  after  uniting  people  in  a com- 
mercial interest,  they  do  a considerable  amom  it 
for  their  education.  ...  My  objeot  when  • I 
speak  at  co-operatiue  gatherings  is  always  to 
urge  fidelity  to  the  high  principles  of  the  mov  o- 
ment.  I do  not  condemn  individual  trader,  ij 
but  I do  regard  competitive  commerce  as  dele  c- 
tive  from  a Christian  point  of  view,  and  you 
may  be  aware  that  a strong  committee  late  Jy 
appointed  by  the  two  Archbishops  has  declar  vd 
this  opinion  with  great  emphasis.  In  my  p m - . 
sonal  capacity  I have  for  some  years  been  a 1 
member  of  the  Labour  Party,  became  its  fun<  la- 
mental  principles  seem  to  me  to  represent  a 
fuller  grasp  of  the  moral  basis  of  life  than  those 
proclaimed  by  any  other;  and  so  far  as  I taiko 
any  part  in  the  activities  of  this  party,  it  is 
always  to  urge  fidelity  to  those  principles,  a mu 
never  for  partisan  objects.” 


THE  LATE  EDITOR-IN-CHIEF. 

INTERMENT  OF  THE  ASHES. 

The  final  scene  in  tHe  obsequies  attendant1  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  W.  MT,.  Bamtord,  tho  editor-in 
chief  to  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society — whose  death  at;  forty-eight  years  of  age 
,has  been  the  subject  erf;  universal  regret— was 
enacted  on  Thursday  Ulst  week,  in  the  ceme- 
tery c-f  Rochdale,  his  natlive  town. 

The  remains  of  the  deceased  gentleman,  were 
cremated  at  the  Manchester  Crematorium,  and 

the  ashes  were  reverently*  laid,  in  a Grecian  urn, 
in  the  vault  where,  about  a quarter-of-a-ceutury 
ago,  was  laid  to  its  last  vest  the  body  of  his 
father,  Mr.  Samuel  Bamford,  the  stalwart  editor 
and  manager  of  the  “ Co-o  genitive  Newt.  ” in  the 
pioneer  days,  whilst  the  obelisk  on  the  next 
vault  indicates  the  resting-place  of  the  honoured 
veteran  in  the  cause,  J.  T.  W.  Mitchell,  the  real 
monument  of  whose  work  is1,  the  C.W.S.  of  to-day . 

Brief  was  the  ceremony,  .just  the  ordinury  ser- 
vice of  committal,  and  wu.s  performed  by  tho 
Rev.  W.  J.  Ashton,  of  thu>  Wesleyan  Church, 
Rochdale.  The  attendance,  following  the  public 
tribute  at  the  Crematorium,  was  representative 
only  of  tlie  family  in  Mrs.  Bamford  Tomlinson, 
tile*  only  sister;  Mr.  Cliarlei  I E.  Tomlinson,  the 
brother-in-law ; Miss  Betsy  IBamford,  aunt ; and 
Misses  Pollie  and  Eva  Fenn,  Mr.  J.  Bolton,  and 
Mr.  A.  Schofield,  cousins;  ami’  Miss  Nellie  Pollitt, 
friend  ; and  of  the  National  Cooperative  Publish- 
ing 'Society  in  ALr.  Georg*}  Brownbill,  J.P., 
chairman;  Mr.  R'."lRowbothsvm,‘  manager-secre- 
tary ; and  Mr.  James  A.  Flanagan,  acting- 
editor.  ' 

A lyre-shaped  emblem  in  large' autumnal  leaves 
bore  the  inscription,  “ Because  ive  loved  and  were 
near  each  other  in  life,  the  les3  apart  are  wo  in 
what  is  called  death. — Ma.  Annie,  Charlie.”  A 
wreath  of  lilies  came  “with  love  and  deepest, 
sympathy  from  Auntie,  Cissy,  Polly,  and  Eva. 

A wreath  of  autumnal  leaves,  with  pink  carna- 
tions, was  ” from  Nellie.” 

The  occasion  was  taken  by  Mrs.  A.  Bamford 
Tomlinson  to  place  a wreath  of  autumnal  leaves, 
on  the  grave  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  bearing  the. 
inscription,  “In  remembrance  of  J.  T.  W. 
Mitchell,  whom  my  father  loved  very  dearly,  and 
whose  memory  my  brother  revered  throughout  his 
life.” 


NEARING  THE  ELECTION. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY  PREPARES 
FOR  THE  FRAY. 

The  probability  of  an  early  General  Election 
occupied  considerable  attention  at  a meeting 
of  the  Co-operative  Party  executive  on  Tues- 
day, at  123,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W.  Mr.  \\  . 
H.*  Watkins  presided.  The  various  contingen- 
cies which  are  likely  to  arise  were  considered 
in  all  their  bearings.  It  was  announced  that 
there  would  be  a meeting  of  the  National  Exe- 
cutive of  the  Labour  Party  on  Tuesday  next, 
when  the  whole  political  position  would  be 
reviewed. 

It  has  been  arranged  to  hold  a conference  of 
the  National  Committee,  the  Parliamentary 
candidates,  and  their  agents  in  Manchester  on 
Wednesday,  January  25th,  at  10  u.m.,  to  dis- 
cuss the  election  programme  and  to  complete 
all  the  arrangements. 

Full  attention  has  been  devoted  to  tho 
question  of  publicity.  The  Publicity  Committee 
are  to  be  asked  to  allow  Professor  Hall  and  Mr, 
T.  W.  Mercer  to  assist  in  this  department  in 
the  preparation  of  tho  necessary  statistics  and 

^ In  addition  to  the  list  already  prepared, 
several  applications  have  been  put. forward  for 
candidates.  A manifesto  is  to  bo  issued,  and 
a list  of  test  questions  has  been  drawn  up  Un- 
parliamentary candidates  other  than  Co-opera- 
tive Party  candidates. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  .Mr 
Watkins  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  head  office 
during  the  campaign,  as  Mr.  Perry  will  bo 
engaged  at  Stockport. 

It  has  been  decided  to  issue  special  news- 
papers in  the  constituency  to  be  contested.  A 
grant  of  £50  is  to  be  made  to  the  Kettering 
division,  and  every  possible  assistance  is  to  be 
rendered  in  view  of  Mr.  Waterson’s  illness. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  meeting  it .was 
decided  that  a message  of  sympathy  should  be 
sent  to  the  relatives  of  the  late  Mr.  i.  E. 
Moorhouse  (C.W.S.). 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


January  14,  1922. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


TRIBUTES  TO  THE  DEAD. 


IS  TqE  C.W.S.  UNWIELDY  ? 


N SEARCH  OF  ECONOMIC  FACTS  AND  FIGURES 

BELGIAN  STUD'ENTS’  FLYING  VISIT  TO  ENGLAND. 


A new  link  in  the  chain  of  intc  ^national  relations 
n;  is  just  been  forged  as  the  result  of  a brief,  bustling 
v)  eit  to  England  of  a party  of  twenty-two  young 
m en  and  women  from  all  parlai  of  Belgium,  all 
et  ndents  from  the  Ecole  OuvriSre  Supdrieure  which 
hi  is  been  opened  out  in  a chataau  standing  in  its 
oi  rn  beautiful  grounds  outside  Brussels.  The  new 
in  Btitution — an  account  of  wfdch  appeared  in  a 
re  sent  number  of  the  “ MiLl^ate  Monthly  is 
jo  intly  run  in  the  interests  <>1.  Co-operation  and 
Lt  hour,  and  is  especially  va  tended  to  prepare 
sp  eakers  and? officials  to  take  IJieir  part  in  the  twin 
m>  jvements. 

1 The  visit  came  about  through  a little  talk  which 
Pr  ofessor  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  B.fflom*  the  Director  of 
Ed  ucation  to  the  British  Co-operative  Union,  had 
in  London  with  Mr.  H.  de  M a n,  the  principal  of  the 
Scl  lool,  which  may  be  likene  fj.  to  the  Buskin  Collego 
in  Oxford  or  the  Labour  Cfjjilego  in  London.  Pro- 
fes  jor  Hall  was  on  the  qui  ni'.ve  for  his  international 
aui  omer  school  this  year,  ai  * d M.  de  Man  mentioned 
tha  t he  had  a party  of  Belg  h ins  who  wanted  to  come 
to  England  to  study  co-op  oration  and  trade  union- 
ism at  first  hand.  Profess  .or  HaJI,  through  Mr.  R. 
J.  Davies,  M.P.,  of  the  National  Union  of  Dis- 
tributive and  Allied  Workers,  came  into  touch  with 
Mr.  W.  Mellor,  the  secret  uxry  of  the  Manchester  and 
Salford  Trades  and  Labi  yur  Council,  with  the  result 
that  the  two  authoriti  ts  concerned  undertook  to 
act  the  part  of  hosts.  IMr.  Chas,  Wood,  the  secre- 
tary to  the  Co-operativB.  Union  Education  Depart- 
ment, entered  into  coi.Tespondence  with  charac- 
teristic thoroughness,  firee  billets  with  co-operators 
and  trade  unionists  wore,  forthcoming,  a compre- 
hensive programme  vnas  arranged,  and  the  visit 
became  “ un  fait  accompli.” 

The  searchers  after  e conomic  fact  and  figure  were 
very  much  in  oarneuL;  and  amongst  them  were 
leveral  members  of  the  new  and  growing  anti- 
militarist  movement  abroad  which  has  Henri 
Barbusse,  the  celebrated  French  novelist,  at  their 
head.  M.  do  Man,  their  chief,  was  not  able  to 
accompany  them  ijrwing  to  an  appointment  in 
Germany,  but  his  p’bice  was  well  taken  by  Madame 
David  Blume,  the  irife  of  a Protestant  pastor  at 
Dour,  near  Mons,  h erself  a teacher,  who  acted  as 
interpreter,  and  M.  Max  Busefc,  one  of  the  tutorial 
staff  of  the  School. 

A warm  welcome  was  aocorded  to  them  at  Holy- 
oake  House  on  (Jijeir  arrival  in  the  co-operative 
capital,  Manchester,  after  a run  round  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Labour  Party  and  of  trade  unionism 
in  London.  Prof  essor  F.  Hall  gave  hearty  gueeting 
on  behalf  of  tb<p  co-operative  movement,;  Mr. 
Mellor  spoke  in  the  name  of  the  80,000  trade 
unionists  he  repr  fcsented  ; and  Mr'.  C.  E.  To  mlinson, 
the  Internationf  Jist  of  the  “ Co-operative  News,” 
followed  in  Frer  ,ch. 

The  crowded  programme  kept  everybody  busy 


from  arriving  late  on  Wednesday  afternoon  to  their 
return  on  Saturday  afternoon.  The  first  day  was 
devoted  to  a detailed  tour  of  the  departments  in 
tho  huge  emporium  of  the  C.W.S.  in  Balloon-street 
and  the  C.W.S.  factories  round  about  Manchester. 
The  damp,  dense  fog  prevailing  in  Cottonopolis 
notwithstanding,  a tour  was  made  in  motor  chara- 
bancs lent  by  the  Oldham  Equitable  and  Eccles 
Co-operative  Societies,  tho  Oldham  Industrial  and 
the  Eccles  Societies  entertaining  the  guests  to 
luncheon ; and  in  this  way  cotton-spinning  and 
weaving  mills  were  seen  in  full  work,  a close  in- 
spection of  the  progress  made  with  the  Manchester 
city  housing  scheme  at  Clayton  under  the  Man- 
chester Building  Guild,  how  the  Manchester  Furni- 
ture Makers’  Guild — as  explained  by  Mr.  Purcell, 
the  well-known  Labour  leader  in  Manchester 
— is  educating  the  taste  of  thq  workers  that  has 
been,  destroyed  through  rubbish  turned  out  by 
capitalistic- concerns.  A busy  morning  was  spent 
in  tho  fine  Manchester  School  of  Technology,  under 
the  guidanco  of  the  Vice-Principal,  Mr.  Moir,  who 
ente: tained  the' party  to  luncheon;  and  the 
seal  of  approval  on  the  visit  was  made  by  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester,  Mr.  E.  D.  Simon,  wel- 
coming the  visitors  in  the  name  of  the  oitizens  of 
Manchester,  chatting  with  them  in  French  as  he 
escorted,  them  ,to  see  the  art  treasures  in  the  organ 
salon,  the  mural , frescoes  of  Ford  Madox  Brown  (a 
description  of  which  is  now  appearing  in  the  “ Mill- 
gate  Monthly  ”),  where  it  was  noted  that  the  coat-of- 
arms  of  the  kingdom  of  Belgium  was  id  one  of  the 
panels  of  the  splendid  ceiling,  and  a large  bronze 
plaque  on  the  wall  in  the  entrance-hall  symbolised 
tho  appreciation  of  the  Belgian  people  of  what 
Manchester  citizens  did  for  the  war  refugees. 

The  evenings  were  devoted  to  edification  and 
recreation.  Professor  Hall,  in  a brief  but  oxcellent 
lecture,  gave  the  quintessence  of  the  history  of  co- 
operation in  Great  Britain,  and  Mr.  S.  G.  Hobson 
was  helpful  with  his  lecture  on  “ The  Building 
Guilds  and  the  Guild  Movement.”  A social  concert 
enabled  Mr.  R.  J.  Davies,  M.P.,  to  fraternise  with 
the  delegates. 

A group  of  good  friends,  from  Messrs.  Watts 
Garside  and  H.  \V.  Hoylhnd,  respectively  tho  presi- 
dents of  the  Industrial  and  Equitable  Societies  of 
Oldham,  and  Mr.  «H.  Gibbons,  J.P.,  representing 
the  Ecclcs'Society,  to  members  of  tho- staff  of  the 
Co-operative  Union,  a notable  name  among  them1 
being  Miss  Saxton,  Mr.  E.  Hcywortb,  and  others, 
helped  to  make  happy  the  Belgians. 

It  is  Intended  to  hold  an  iiltorn  .Lioi-.-i)  summer 
eo-op^rative  school  in  this  new  Bergfm  institu- 
tion this  year,  when  English  cr  •..;iri-iators  will 
have  an  exceptional  opportunity  of  cun  billing  a 
Continental  jaunt  with  an,  intimate  insight  into 
co-operation  in  Belgium,  where  it  is  particularly 
active. 


WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 

“GOD'S  COUNTRY."  T“oFRS'gKT>N 


The  spiritual  experiences  of  man  are  often  as 
remarkable  as  liis  physical  adventurijs,  and  when 
one  who  has  haul  a generous  share  of  both  sets  out 
to  Bhow  the  trail  he  has  travelled  rmd  the  haven 
reached  the  result  cannot  be  other  'ihan  a book  of 
extraordinary  force. 

James  Oliver  Curwood,  author  of  this  unique 
narrative,  was  a “ slayer,”  a hunger  with  merely 
a single,  ignotje  object  in  view— the  size  of  his  bag. 
Trained  to  kill  from  infancy,  he  utilised  education, 
woodcraft,  ar/ri  modern  weapons  in  the  creation  of 
records  and  adding  to  his  prowess  as  a Nimrod. 
Yet  from  this  unpromising  standpoint  he  has  swung 
right  round  into  the  friend  of  every  living  creature, 
a dweller  in  .the  woods  with  his  chosen  companions, 
and  the  adopter  of  Nature  as  & religion. 

From  a log  cabin  built  by  his  own  hands,  with 
birds  and  furry  folk  running  over  his  writing-table, 
he  explains  the  new  old  creed  : “ To  me  every  heart 
that  beats  is  a spark  from,  the  breath  of  God.  I 
believe  that  the  warm  arid  beating  heart  in  the 
breast  of  a singing  robin  is  as  precious  to  the  Creator 
of  things  as  the  heart  of  a man  counting  money.  I 
believe  that  a vital  spark  exists  in  every  blade  of 
grass  and  m every  leaf  of  the  trees.  It  is  the  great 
law  of  existence  that  life  must  destroy  in  order  to 
live,  and  when  destruction  is  inevitable  and  neces- 
sary, it.  ceases  to  be  a misdemeanour.  But  to  let 
live,  when  it  is  not  necessary  to  destroy,  is  a beau- 
tiful thing  to  consider.” 

How  the  conversion  came  about  is  a fascineiting 
story  in  itself.  Exploring  in  the  British  Colu  mbia 
mountains  he  met  Thor,  king  of  the  grizzlies.  After 
two  shots  were  fired  at  him  Tae  bear  made  o ff,  to 
bo  followed  relentlessly  day  after  day  by  the  pu  rsuer 
on  horseback  with  his. dogs.  By  tho  second  Su  nday 


they  were  high  up,  and  Mr.  Curwood  had  fallen  on 
to  a nafrow  ledg^i  smashing  bis  i'ifie.  in  the  process  : 
“ Thor’s  massive  head  and  shoulders  wore  fronting 
me.  I saw  the  long,  naked  scar  where  my  bullet 
had  ploughed  through  his  shoulder ; I saw  another 
wound  in  his  foreleg,  still  gagged  and  painful,  where 
another  of  my  soft-nosed  bullets  had  torn  like  an 
explosion  of  dynamite.  . . . His  eyes  were 
red ; his  coat  was  dull  and  unkempt  from  lack  of 
food  and  strength.  . . . Slowly  Thor’s  giant 
head  began  swinging  from  side  to  side;  then  he 
advanced— just  one  step— and  in  a slow,  graceful 
movement  reared  himself  to  his  full  magnificent 
height.  For  me  it  was  the  beginning  of  the  end. 
And  in  that  moment,  doomed  as  I was,  I found  no 
pity  for  myself.  Here,  at  last,  was  justice  ! I was 
about  to  die.  I,  who  had  destroyed  so  much  of 
fife,  found  how  helpless  I was  when  I faced  life  with 
ray  naked  hands.  . . . For  Thor  knew  me. 
That  I know.  He  knew  me  as  tho  deadliest  of  all 
his  enemies  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Yet  until  I 
die  will  I believe  that,  in  my  helplessness,  he  no 
longer  hated  me  or  wanted  my  life.  For  slowly  ho 
came  down  upon  all  fours  again,  and,  limping  as  ho 
went,  he  continued  along  the  lodge — and  left  me  to 
live  ! ” 

F rom  this  moment  existence  was  changed  for  the 
author  in  the  most  miraculous  manner.  He  is  con- 
vinced that  the  soul  of  the  average  beast  is  cleaner' 
of  hate  and  malice  than  that  of  the  average  man. 
Happy  and  content,  he  now  delights  in  the  peace 
and  joy  of  universal  brotherhood  with  Lifo.  And, 
when  one  considers,  there  is  nothing  so  permanent 
and  inspiring. 

Messrs.  Duckworth  are  tho  publishers,  and  the 
price  is  6s.  e.  w.  S, 


NOTE  OF  SADNESS  AT  THE 

WHOLESALE  MEETINGS. 

Mr.  George  Thorpe  (presadeRt  of  the  C.W.S.), 
at  the  Lancashire  divisional  meeting,  held  in 
Manchester,  on  Saturday,  inferred  in  sympathetic 
terms  to  the  deaths  of  Messrs.  T.  E.  Moorhouse 
(director!,  T.  Parkinson  (manager  of  the  Dunston 
flour  mill),  and  W.  M.  Bamford  (editor  of  the 
“ Co-operative  News  ”).  He  said  he  knew  Mr. 
Moorhouse  (director  of  the  C.W.S.  for  thirty- 
three  years)  as  an  ardent  worker  for  the  uplifting 
of  the  human  race,  who  had  travelled  hundreds 
and  hundreds' of  miles  in  the  cause.  Born  of  the 
people,  he  was  closely  associated  with  them  ail 
his  life,  and  died  among  them.  Mr.  Parkinson 
had  rendered  excellent  6ervioe  for  thirty  years. 
Mr.  Bamford  had  been  the  editor  of  the  “ Co- 
operative News  ” for  some  twenty  years.  He 
believed  that  this  gentleman,  whatever  he  wrote, 
wrote  it  sincerely : he  had  done  signal  service 
for  the  “ Co-operative  News.” 

The  delegates  approved  the  president’s  eufo- 
gium  to  the  wafriors  now  gone  to  their  reward 
by  standing  in  silence. 

The  chairmen  at  the  other  meetings  also  paid 
tribute  to  the  work  and  worth  of  tlie  gentlemen 
named,  and  also  to  Messrs.  Smith  (Barnstaple), 
Lees  (Co-operative  Printing  Society),  Frankling 
(Portsea  Island),  and  Furbank  (King’s  Lynn), 
and  the  delegates  passed  resolutions  of  sympathy 
with  the  bereaved  families. 


AN  INTERESTING  CRITICISM. 

An  unusual  suggestion  was  made  at  the  quar- 
terly meeting  of  the  Drighlington  Society  bj 
the  president  (Mr.  Jonas  Roberts!.  Ill  a dis- 
cussion as  to  whether  more  goods  should  be  pur- 
chased from  the  C.W.S.,  he  said  that  the 
C.W.S.  had  become  unwieldy,  and  the  time  had 
come  for  it  to  be  decentralised,  so  that  they 
would  not  have  to  wait  60  long  for  the  delivery 
of  goods  ordered.  He  suggested  that  Leeds 
might  be  made  a centre  for  the  C.W.S.  with 
great  advantage.  Such  productive  concerns  as 
the  Heckmondwike  boot  works  also,  he  thought, 
could  be  better  managed  by  a sub-committee  on 
the  spot.  . 

A former  president  of  the  society  in  Mr.  A. 
Stead  said  his  experience  of  the  C.W.S.  was 
similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Roberts  and  he  thought 
the  movement  wa6  being  held  back  through  the 
causes  indicated  by  Mr.  Roberts. 


“ There  is  no  finer  magazine  on  the  market 
that  the  ‘ Mitigate  Monthly.’  ” — Mr.  Davis, 
Sutton,  at  South  Suburban  (Loudon)  Conference. 

The  family  of  the  late  Councillor  T.  E.  Moor- 
house, J.P.  (director,  C’.W.S,),  wish  sincerely  to 
express  their  thanks  for  the  many  expressions  of 
sympathy  towards  them  in  their  recent  sad 
beieavement ; also  for  the  numerous  floral 
tributes. 


365  days  in  the  year  you  serve  milk  in  one  form 
or  other  at  every  meal. 

No  other  article  of  diet  is  used  so  often,  or  is  so 
important  for  your  nourishment  and  health. 

Surely,  then,  it  is  worth  while  to  make  certain 
that  the  milk  you. buy  is  the  purest  and  best  that 
can  be  had."1  n^dv/  ,-iesv  j ^ . 

. 1 M • V ) -><li  . • 

The  richness  and  purity  of  Libby’s^Evaporated 
Milk  never  varies/  The  fine  quality  of  fresh  milk 
used,  the  exacting  sanitary  methods  of  preparation, 
the  constant  tests  by  chemists  and  experts,  the  con- 
tinual addition  of  new  and  better  equipment  is 
Libby’s  answer  to  the  public  demand  for  the  best 
that  human  enterprise  and  intelligence  can  produce. 

Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  is  the  milk  for  365  days 
in  the  year.  It  will  never  disappoint  you. 

Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  because  of  its  uniform 
richness  and  quality  is  the  most  reliable  milk  to  give 
to  children.  For  infant  Feeding,  dilute  with  boiled 
water  according  to  the  age  and  strength  of  the  child. 

Used  in  cooking,  Libby’s  Milk  adds  a noticeably 
richer  flavour  to  all  dishes.  In  its  undiluted  form  it 
is  so  rich  it  takes  the  place  of  cream  in  coffee. 

Order  a supply  of  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  from 
your  grocer  to-day.  Be  sure  to  ask  for  Libby’s,  the 
“Blue  and  White  Pyramid  Label." 

Zend  for  our  free  booklet  “ Finer  Flavoured  Milk  Dishes .”  It  is  full 
of  recipes  for  delicious  cream  and  butter  saving  dishes  that  will  please 
’ the  whole  family. 

Libby,  M?Neill  s.  Libby.  Ltd. 

(Dept,  b ),  London,  E.C.  3. 


Evaporated 

MILK 


Let  your  Grocer  be  your  Milkman 


Jancart  14,  1922. 
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WHY  SALES  ARE  DOWN. 

CIRCUMSTANCES  WHICH  MUST 
NOT  BE  OVERLOOKED. 

CAMBRIDGE  QUARTERLY 

MEETING. 

The  reduced  cost  of  living  and  the  present 
Industrial  depression  are  affecting  the  trade  of 
co-operative  sooieties  (in  value  especially)  very 
considerably.  Cambridge  may  bo  cited  as  an 
example.  The  report  presented  to  the  members 
at  their  quarterly  meeting,  held  on  Tuesday, 
January  3rd,  reviewed  the  situation  very  clearly, 
and  showed  that  increases  iu  trade,  so  far  as  money 
values  are  concerned,  could  hardly  be  expected 
at  the  present  time. 

Decline  in  Cost  of  Living. 

The  report  covered  a period  of  twenty-six  weeks, 
and  showed  net  sales  amounting  to  £166,673, 
a decrease  of  £23,110  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  1920.  It  was  pointed  out,  however, 
that  a comparison  of  the  official  figures  of  retail 
prices  for  the  two  periods  showed  an  average  decline 
in  the  cost  of  living  of  47  points,  so  that  if  prices 
had  remained  stationary  there  would  have  been  on 
increase  in  trade  on  the  half-year  of  over  £500 
per  week. 

Effect  of  Wage  Cuts. 

The  effect  of  the  severe  wage  cuts  which  had 
taken  place  amongst  most  classes  of  workers  had 
been,  of  course,  to  reduce  the  spending  capacity 
of  the  members  generally ; whilst  unemployment, 
though  not  so  rife  in  Cambridge  as  in  the  industrial 
areas  of  the  country,  had  been  an  ever-increasing 
factor  with  which  the  society  had  had  to  contend. 
Altogether,  the  trade  of  the  society  (in  weight  of 
goods  turned  over)  had  been  greater  than  ever 
during  the  six  months  under  review,  and  afforded 
another  proof  of  its  steady  growth. 

The  Finest  Reply. 

In  reference  to  the  reserve  funds,  it  was  stated 
that  the  finest  reply  to  the  critics  of  the  co-operative 
methods  of  financing  their  societies  was  to  refer 
to  a balance  sheet  and  ask  them  to  note  the  reserve 
strength.  The  Cambridge  Society’s  reserve  funds 
amounted  to  £15,194,  an  increase  of  nearly  £2,000 
on  the  twelve  months.  These  funds  represented 
11  • 3 of  the  share  capital.  In  addition,  the  society’s 
land,  buildings,  &c.,  had'  not  been  written -up  in 
accordance  with  the  increased  cost  of  materials 
since  1914,  but  had  been  depreciated  until  they 
stood  at  considerably  less  than  one-half  their 
realisable  value. 

Dividend  of  is.  3d. 

There  had  been  a net  gain  in  membership  for 
the  half-year  of  303,  leaving  the  present  member- 
ship 11,215.  The  disposable  balance,  after  pro- 
viding for  interest  on  capital,  depreciation,  and  all 
revenue  charges,  was  £11,194  17s.  Id.  The  sum  of 
£5,077  16s.  2d.  had  been  returned  to  members  on 
their  purchases  for  the  September  quarter,  leaving 
£6,117  0s.  lid.  for  present  disposal.  It  was  decided 
to  allocate  this  as  follows : — Return  to  members 
at  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound,  £5,180  0s.  8d. ; corporation 
profits  tax  reserve,  £150;  reserve  fund,  £100; 
education  fund,  £150  Is. ; contingent  fund,  £100 ; 
insurance  fund,  £100 ; benevolent  fund,  £30 ; 
special  depreciation,  £300 ; balance  .carried  for- 
ward, £6  19s.  3d. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Meaden  (president)  occupied  the 
chair,  and  there  were  about  160  members  present. 


CHILDREN’S  TREAT  AT 

CRAWLEY. 

The  children  of  the  members  of  the  (Crawley 
and  Ifield  Society,  to  the  number  of  350,  had 
their  annual  Christmas  treat  on  Wednesday, 
last  week,  when  the  happy  hours  sped  too 
quickly.  After  the  sumptuous  tea  there  was 
an  entertainment,  which  met  with  the  fullest 
appreciation.  Selections  were  given  by  the 
Worth  Institute  orchestra,  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Leggett,  whilst  acceptable  contributions 
were  also  given  by  Miss  Rogers,  Messrs.  R. 
Robinson  and  S.  E.  Hoad.  A singing 'competi- 
tion for  boys  and  girls  created  keen  interest. 
The  gathering  was  under  the  auspices  of  the 
educational  committee,  of  which  Mr.  W.  Cramp 
iq  the  hon.  secretary,  and  the  general  committee 
and  women's  guild  lent  their  aid.  Prominent 
amongst  the  helpers  were  Mr.  W.iGatland,  J.P. 
(president),  Mr.  J.  Rice  (general  secretary), 
Mrs.  Capelin  (lion,  secretary,  women’s  guild), 
and  Mr.  W.  D quell  (manager). 


Southern  societies  desirous  of  securing  tip-top 
talent  for  tlieir  concert-meetings  should  com- 
municate with  Mr.  R.  Hibberd,  secretary  to  the 
Southern  Sectional  Entertainment  Agency,  66, 
Great  Prescott-street,  E.  1. 

East  Anglia  is  to  he  again  favoured  as  the 
venue  for  the  Southern  Sectional  Easter  week- 
end school.  To  Colchester  has  fallen  this 
honour,  and  the  local  society  are  heartily  co- 
operating to  make  the  school  a success.  Further 
details  will' be  given  later. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE 

FESTIVAL. 

LAST  YEARS  PROGRAMME  NOT 

POSSIBLE. 

PROPOSED  CHORAL 

CONTEST. 

In  our  issue  of  December  31st  an  announcement 
was  made  with  regard  to  a possible  abandonment 
of  the  co-oporative  festival  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  although  it  will  not 
be  possible  to  repeat  last  year’s  programme,  there 
is  a likelihood  of  a modified  festival  bein^  carried 
out.  This  will  afford  an  opportunity  for  co- 
operators  to  meet  together  in  friendly  intercourse 
under  the  big  glass  roof,  and  to  pass  a few  hours 
in  social  enjoyment  as  a change  from  the  more 
formal  meetings  at  conferences.  It  will  be  well 
to  keep  up  this  annual  gathering  now  a start  has 
been  made.  Next  year,  when  conditions  become 
more  favourable,  no  doubt  a festival  will  be  run 
on  a more  extensive  scale.  This  should  be  national, 
not  sectional,  and  better  still,  international. 

Seeing  that  the  C.W.S.  directors  are  proposing 
to  guarantee  £1,000  towards  the  fund  being  raised 
for  next  year’s  British  Empire  Exhibition  at 
Wembley,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  consider 
whether  the  movement  should  not  take  its  proper 
share  in  the  celebrations  at  that  new  centre.  This 
is  a matter  for  future  consideration.  For  the 
present  we  have  to  see  that  this  year  must  not 
pass  without  the  movement  having  its  annual 
festal  day. 

A circular  letter  has  now  been  issued  by  Mr. 
Ralph  Hibberd  (secretary  to  the  Southern  Sectional 
Board)  stating  “ that  as  a result  of  inquiries  which 
have  been  made  the  board  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a repetition  of  the  Crystal  Palace 
festival  is  not  practicable.  From  £800  to  £1,000 
would  be  required,  apart  from  the  sum  needed  for 
flower  show  prizes,  and  owing  to  the  financial 
conditions  so  prevalent,  and  to  other  calls  on 
societies  being  likely,  it  will  unfortunately  be  im- 
possible to  secure  the  necessary  guarantee.  It  is, 
of  course,  obvious  that  without  these  the  board 
could  not  undertake  the  responsibility  incurred 
last  year,  when  foi;  !the  first  time  they  initiated  a 
festival  at  the  Crystal  Palace.” 

“There  is,  however,  one  possibility  remaining, 
and  that  is  to  repeat  the  choral  festival.  Facilities 
are  offered  for  July  29th  by  the  Palace  authorities. 
The  guarantee  required  would  be  less  than  for  the  full 
festival  on  last  year's  lines,  and  we  estimate  that 
£500  would  meet  the  case.  ...  If  anything 
is  to  be  done  it  must  be  done  quickly  ; and  we  shall, 
therefore,  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  let  us  know 
not  later  than  January  25th,  whether  you  will  be 
able  to  give  a guarantee  towards  the  expenses  of 
the  choral  festival  for  1922.” 

We  trust  that  this  appeal  will  receive  the  fullest 
support  from  the  societies  in  the  section.  There 
is  no  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  these  festivals  in 
raising  the  standard  of  choral  singing  in  societies. 
An  immense  advance  is  noticeable  since  the  first 
festival  was  held.  Then  again  there  is  the  un- 
bounded pleasure  which  is  given  to  thousands  by 
hearing  a high-class  programme  rendered  by 
trained  voices.  Last  year's  concert  was  a very 
enjoyable  feature  of  the  full  day’s  programme. 
With  the  possibility  of  cheaper  railway  facilities 
being  granted  this  summer  there  should  be  a larger 
entry  in  the  open  section  of  the  choral  competitions, 
and  a bigger  attendance  of  visitors. 

We  understand  that  the  C.W.S.  board  have  been 
approached  with  a view  of  ascertaining  whether 
they  will  undertake  to  run  a flower  show. 


DARING  BURGLARY. 

A daring  burglary  took  place  this  week  at 
South  East  Ham,  London,  at  the  premises  of  the 
Londion  Co-operative  Society,  from  which  £800 
in  cash  and  Treasury  notes  was  stolen.  The 
thieves  crossed  a yard,  forced  a window,  and 
gained  access  to  the  store-room,  where  the  safe 
was  kept,  out  of  view  of  the  police.  The  safe 
was  forced  by  burning  out  the  lock  by  the  use, 
apparently,  of  a cylinder  of  gas.  The  burglars 
got  clear  away. 


GOOLE  MANAGER'S  DEATH. 

Mb.  W.  Jackson  (the  manager  of  the  Goole 
Society),  whose  death  was  announced  in  our  last 
issue,  was  buried  at  the  Goole  Cemetery,  on 
Wednesday  last  week. 

He  was  seventy  years  of  age,  and  for  the  past 
twenty  years  had  served  the  Goole  Society  as 
manager.  A quiet  but  capable  and  conscientious 
worker,  he  was  largely  responsible  for  the  great 
development  of  the  co-operative  movement 
locally  and  the  establishment  of  several  brandies 
in  the  town  and  district.  He  was  actively 
identified  with  the  local  Congregational  Church, 
and  had  held  the  offices  of  deacon,  choir  secre- 
tary, and  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Sunduy 
School. 


NEW  YEAR’S  SOCIAL. 

SOUTHERN  SECTIONAL  BOARD'S 

INNOVATION. 

A new  departure,  which  met  with  great  accept- 
ance, was  witnessed  in  the  ordinary  routine  of  the 
Soutbcn  Sectional  Board  at  the  close  of  the  monthly 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  last  week,  when  the  board 
and  staff  held  their  first  joint  New  Year%tea  at  the 
headquarters  at  66,  Great  Prescott-street,  E.  Tho 
catering  and  seasonable  decoration  of  the  board- 
room  were  successfully  carried  out  by  the  staff. 
The  cost  was  defrayed  from  a fund  subscribed  by 
members  and  the  staff  of  the  board.  Mr.  Mark 
Clear  was  a jovial  chairman,  with  his  customary 
stock  of  good  yarns  on  tap,  and  the  company  in- 
cluded the  whole  of  his  colleagues,  the  staff,  Mrs.  E. 
O.  Greening,  and  the  board’s  “ lodger  ” — the  “ Co- 
operative News”  London  representative. 

Each  guest  received  a ■welcome  in  the  shape  of  a 
card  bearing  an  appropriate  sentiment,  humorously 
expressed,  from  the  versatile  pen  of  the  secretary, 
while  there  was  also  from  the  samo  fertile  source  a 
poetic  greeting  to  the  board  from  the  London  staff. 
The  “ News  ” man  found  on  his  plate  the  following 
apt  lines : — 

Nothing  can  depress, 

Nor  cau  aught  repress, 

Pen  that  can  express, 

And  leave  an  impress ; 

Ergo — he’s  the  Press. 

After  tea,  the  Chairman  expressed  the  apprecia- 
tion of  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the  gathering 
had  been  arranged  by  the  staff,  and  he  alluded  to 
the  value  of  these  functions  in  bringing  together  all 
those  who  were  engaged  in  the  Union's  work  in  the 
south.  It  was  an  indication  of  the  good  feeling 
which  existed  between  the  board  and  its  workers. 

■ Mi'.  E.  0.  Greening  endorsed  these  remarks  in 
felicitous  terms.  He  hoped  that  the  day  would  not 
be  far  distant  when  the  movement  would  have  in 
London  its  large  central  premises  which  would 
accommodate  the  various  co-operative  organisations 
under  one  roof. 

Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd  (secretary)  replied  on  behalf 
of  the  staff,  acknowledging  the  cordial  relationship 
which  existed  between  himself  and  the  board,  and 
the  ready  and  loyal  assistance  he  had  received  from 
his  staff  at  all  times. 

Speeches  of  a complimentary  and  facetious 
character  were  also  made  by  Mrs.  Gasson  and  Aider- 
man  T.  M.  M’Giff,  giving  expression  to  the  har- 
monious relationship  which  exists  between  the 
board  and  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” to  which  a 
grateful  acknowledgment  was  returned. 

The  affair  was  appreciated  by  all  present  as  a 
welcome  change  from  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
board-room,  and  as  an  occasion  for  the  enjoyment 
of  social  intercourse  between  the  board  and  its  staff. 
The  official  wheels  run  much  more  smoothly  when 
there  is  a lubrication  of  this  agre'eable  kind. 


SNAPSHOTS. 

A .conference  of  trado  unionists  and  co-opera- 
tors will  be  held  at  Horniman’s  Hall,  Croydon 
on  Saturday  the  28th  iust.,  under  tho  auspices 
ot  the  South  Suburban  Society’s  educational 
department.  Mr.  Fred  Briunlev  will  open  the 
discussion. 

Major  Dr.  L.  Haden  Guest,  a supporter  of 
the  co-operative  movomert*  has  been  adopted 
as  the  prospective  Labour  candidate  for  North 
Southwark. 


Although  over  500  delegates  to  the  C.W.S. 
meeting  had  to  bo  catered  for  at  the  Leman- 
street  premises  oil  Saturday,  everything  worked 
lik-  clockwork,  thanks  to  tile  excellent,  arrange- 
ments made  by  Mr.  Charles  Carter  (manager  of 
the  catering  department).  The  present  meeting- 
place  at  Camperdown  House  is  far  from  being 
an  ideal  place  owing  to  the  difficultv  of  hearing 
the  speakers  at  the  back  of  the  hall.  The  task 
of  obtaining  a faithful  record  is  no  easy  one. 
particularly  when  one  has  to  guess  tho  speaker’s 
meaning. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  London  District 
Council  of  the  National  Men’s  Guild  will  ho  hold 
at  the  headquarters  of  tho  Westminster  Guild 
on  Saturday,  the  21st  inst.  Mr.  Leighton  (the 
new  secretary)  is  hoping  to  get  a good 
attendance. 

In  the  list  of  newly-sworn  J.P.’s  for  the  County 
of  Wiltshire  appears  the  name  of  .Mr.  E.  L. 
Cooke,  managing  secretary  of  the  Salisbury 
Society. 

The  Chairman  of  the  London  meeting  of  the 
C.W.S.,  Oil  Saturday,  announced  the  deaths  of 
Mr.  Flank  ling  (Portsea  Island)  and  Mr.  Furbank 
(King’s  Lynn),  and  the  delegates  passed  resolu- 
tions of  sympathy  with  the  bereaved  families. 

The  annual  tea,  conference,  and  social  gather- 
ing of  the  working  committees  of  the  Enfield 
Highway  Society  was- held  on  Saturday  in  the 
Co-operative  Hall.  There  was  a representative 
attendance  of  over  200  persons.  After  a sub- 
stantial tea,  Mr.  Osborn  Threadgold  (chairman 
of  the  educational  committee)  opened  an  in- 
teresting discussion  on  “ Our  Difficulties,  and 
how  to  Overcome  Them.”  \ 

“ The  world  would  soon  become  a happier 
place  to  live  in  if  we  all  determined  to  co- 
operate for  our  mutual  good,  each  remember- 
ing that  it  is  the  small  things  that  count,  and 
that  in  the  long  run  the  greatest  pleasures  of 
life  will  always  come  when  by  our  actions  wo 
are  able  to  contribute  to  the  happiness  of 
others.” — New  Year's  message  of  .Air.  W.  J. 
Salmon,' J.P.  (president  of  Colchester  Society). 

Mr.  Alfred  Barnes,  a member  of  the  t'c-opern- 
tive  Party  executive,  will  open  the  discussion 
at  a,  conference  at  Lemnn-street.  on  February 
11th.  on  “The  Co-operative  Party:  I to  Policy, 
Activities,  and  Needs.”  .Miss  Enfield  (secretary 
of  the  Women's  Guild)  will  preside. 

The  Great  Yarmouth  Society  have  acquired 
an  old-established  dairy  business  at  129,  Lich- 
field-roatl,  Southtown,  where  a branch  store  is 
also  to  be  opened. 


CHELMSFORD  GOING 

AHEAD. 

SUCCESSFUL  MILK  AND  FISH 
DEPARTMENTS. 

Essex  may  be  a sleepy  county,  but  its  co- 
operative societies  are  some  of  the  liveliest  in 
the  country.  Chelmsford  Star  Co-operative 
Society  not  long  ago  celebrated  its  jubilee. 
Since  then  it  has  gone  ahead  in  60  many  direc- 
tions that  even  its  members  find  it  hard  work 
to  keep  pace  with  the  developments,  and  the 
many  and  energetic  private  traders  of  all  kinds 
in  the  town  look  forward  with  something  like 
terror  to  its  next  departure. 

Two  of  its  latest  developments  are  the  open- 
ing of  a fine  fish  shop,  and  the  selling  (with 
delivery)  of  pasteurised  milk  at  7d.  a quart. 
The  fish  shop  stands  near  one  o-f  the  branch 
stores  in  Wells-street,  and  with  its  immaculate 
white  enamel,  silver-grey  marble,  gleaming 
brass,  and  oaken  boards,  it  is  a sight  to  make 
co-operators’  hearts  rejoice.  Chelmsford,  for 
some  inexplicable  reason,  has  always  been  a 
dear  place  for  fish.  The  co-operative  shop  will 
soon  change  that.  Glistening  fish  of  all 
delicious  kinds  arrives  there  each  day  straight 
from  the  C.W.S.  fish  department  at  Lowestoft, 
and  many  of  the  delectable  fish  and  meat  pastes 
made  by  the  C.W.S.,  together  with  tinned 
goods,  are  also  on  sale.  Less  delectable,  but  A 
very  thoughtful  addition,  are  the  bottles  of 
C.W.S.  cod  liver  oil  and  emulsion. 

In  the  villages  around  Chelmsford,  milk 
(when  it  is  possible  to  get  it)  has  been  sold  at 
9d.  a quart.  It  is  now  8d..  and  there  is  no 
guarantee  of  its  purity.  Chelmsford  Society  is 
dealing  with  over  250  gallons  of  milk  a day.  and 
sending  it  out  to  customers  pasteurised,  that  is. 
os  pure  and  free  from  germs  as  it  is  possible  to 
make  milk.  Dividend  is  given  on  both  the  milk 
and  the  fish,  and  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
members  are  able  to  congratulate  themselves  on 
being  served  with  two  of  the  most  perishable 
and  delicious  foods  in  as  perfect  a condition  as 
they  could  ever  hope  for. 


Mr.  W.  Openshaw  desires  us  to  state  that  a, 
delegate  to  the  London  meeting  of  t he  C.W.S. 
on  Saturday  left  a blue  scarf  iu  'his  office,  which 
lie  will  be  glad  to  forward  to  the  delegate  on 
hearing  from  him  or  her. 


PORTSEA  ISLAND  SOCIETY’S 

* LOSS. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  FRANKLING  (PRESIDENT). 


Mr.  F.  J.  Fuankung  (chairman  of  the  Portsea 
Island  Society)  hr  J many  friends  in  the  move- 
ment, and  the  news  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
on  Thursday,  last  week,  will  be  read  with  deep 
regret  by  ail.  He  had  reached  the  ripe  ago  ot 
c.'gnty. 

Mr.  Frankling  became  a member  of  tho  local 
society  in  1874,  not  long  after  its  formation 
(1873),  and  was  in  1880  elected  io  serve  on  the 
commutee.  He  again  served  in  this  way  in  1882 
and  1884.  In  1885  he  was  elected  as  chairman, 
and  held  this  positio.-  until  1890.  whop,  on  ac- 
count of  continued  ill-health  of  his  wife,  he  did 
not  seek  re-election.  After  a retirement  of  tour 
rears  he  was  once  more  elected  on  the  com- 
bi itiec  in  1894,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until 
1898,  when  Iu  was  again  elected  as  chairman, 
which  position  he  held  to  the  present  time.  In 
all  lie  has  served  the  society  thirty-four  years- 
seven  as  committeeman  and  twenty-seven  as 
chairman. 

In  addition  to  his  services  to  the  Portsea 
Island  Societv.  Mr.  Frankling  took  an  active 
part  in  district  organisation.  He  was  elected  as 
a committeeman  of  the  Lewes  District  of  the 
Co-operative  Fnion  (then  a very  extensive  area) 
in  1886.  and  continued  as  such  until  1890,  when 
iu,  was  elected  as  district  secretary,  this  posi- 
tion he  retained  until  1902.  He  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  Co-operative  Convalescent 
Association.  , .. 

The  funeral  took  place  on  Monday  afternoon. 


*'  I should  like  to  congratulate  you  on  the  high 
standard  of  work  in  the  ‘ Millgate  ” which  you 
maintain.  It  ranks  well  in  the  many  publi- 
cations of  current  issue,  and  has  the  advantage 
of  a much  lower  price.” — A Eouihebn  IvtAPBft. 
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This  is  a fashionable  C.W.S.  line 
now  obtainable  from  all'  Stores. 

The  WHEATSHEAF, 
10s,  9d 


LADIES’  GLACE  KID  SHOE. 


Take  this  illustration  to  your  Store 
and  give  a definite  order  for  this 
splendid  C.W.S.  Shoe. 


It  is  now  obtainable  at  the  remarkably 
low  price  of  Is.  3d.  per  yard. 

See  Announcement  on  Back  Page. 


LADIES’  GLACE  KID  SHOE, 


Cuban  Heel — sewn, 
with 

Patent  or  Self  Cap. 


ASK  TO  SEE 

C.W.S. 

FLANNELETTE 

IN  WHITE,  CREAM,  AND  STRIPES, 

AT  YOUR  STORE. 


Ask  for  this  Stylish  C.W.S.  SHOE 
at  your  Store. 

The  WHEATSHEAF, 
12s.  @d. 


Che  Ooperatiue  neu)$ 

AND  JOURNAL  OP  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  14.  1922. 


CLEAR  THE  LINES. 

WE  have  been  calling  attention  recently  to  the  signs  of 
improvement  upon  the  industrial  horizon.  Retail  co-opera- 
tive societies  have  not  yet  had  reason  to  rejoice  on  that 
account,  but  we  observe  that  several  of  the  speakers  for  the 
C.W.S.  directorate  expressed  themselves  very  hopefully  on 
the  subject  on  Saturday. 

Among  the  ranks  of  private  traders,  the  same  hopeful 
feeling  is  entertained.  The  conviction  that  improvement  is 
bound  to  come  creates  a buoyant  feeling  ; but  there  is  little 
doubt  that  the  efforts  which  are  apparently  being  made  to 
come  to  international  economic  and  political  understanding 
with  a view  to  a great  revival  ha\le  led  to  considerable 
activity  in  trade  and  financial  circles. 

This  feeling-  prompts  us  to  refer  once  again  to  the  impera- 
tive need  there1  is  for  the  co-operative  movement  to  be  ready 
to  seize  the  opportunities  that  present  themselves  and,  if 
possible,  to  create  opportunities  for  further  developments. 
Every  advance  step  by  the  co-operative  movement  means 
an  enormous  saving  for  the  consumers,  and  it  is  our  business 
to  push  such  developments  as  far  as  possible. 

Our  ideas  with  regard  to  international  co-operative  trading 
are,  we  hope, . .well' known.  There  can  be  no  real  hope  for  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  world  till  trading  for  profit  is 
replaced  by  a.  system  which  will  carry  on  trade  and  industry 
only  with  a'VifcW  to  the  ultimate  common  good  of  the  people. 
We  in  this  country  cannot  establish  international  trade  by 
ourselves.  We.  must  bring  other,  peoples  with  us,  and  our 
co-operative  organisations  must  encourage  those  of  other 
countries  to  work  with  ours  until  goods  required  by  the  masses 
are  manufactured,  exported,  imported,  bought  and  sold  by 
and  through  co  operative  organisation.  While  we  constantly 
urge  that  a beginning  should  be  made  at- the  earliest  possible 
moment  we  must  recognise  that  such  a system  cannot  be 
organised  in  a hurry.  All  we  can  do  is  to  continue  to  exercise 
whatever  persuasiveness  we  possess  in  order  that  those  who 
represent  us  in  the  co-operative  councils  of  Europe  may  go 
ahead  when  the  line  is  clear,  and,  in  addition,  lend  a hand  in 
clearing  the  line. 

We  can  do  much  more  to  pave  the  way  for  developments 
locally.  We  hear  from  many  sides,  and  our  letter  bag  brings, 
us  many  evidences,  of  a keen  desire  that'  the  cO-operativb 
societies  of  the  country  should  lay  themselves' out  to  keep 
abreast  of— and,,  indeed,  to  lead — other  concerns  in  the 
lowering  of  prices.  , A goo.ijt  deal  of  unfair  criticism  is  passed 
upon  the  movement  in  this  connection.  Prices  are  compared 
without  reference  to  quality  or  workmanship,  and  the  societies 
are  sometimes  impeached  for  not  selling  first  qualities  at  the 
same  price  as  rivals  charge  for  second  or  even  third  qualities. 
Nevertheless,  the  small  trader,  who  was  once  wont  to  regard 
us  as  his  enemy,  has  changed  his  view  during  recent  years, 
arid  is  often  ready  to  admit  that  he  can  live  alongside  the 
co-operative  store  but  not  alongside  the  merciless,  under- 
cutting multiple  shop. 

Every  consumer  who  purchases  'consistently  through  his 
store  benefits  by  it.  There  is  no  denying  it,  and  the  most 
loyal  purchasers  are  the  greatest  gainers,  just  as  the  societies 
most  loyal  .to  the  Wholesale  federations  gain  in  the  end  over 
those  who  pick  and  choose  their  stocks  here  arid  there. 

It  is  for  societies,  however,  Wholesale  and  retail  alike,  to 
increase  the  advantages  to  the  purchasers.  The  economic 
saving  effected  through  co-operation  will  be  increased  in  the 
same  proportion  as  co-operative  effort  moves  towards  com- 
pletion. The  present  time  is  for  the  societies  like  the  interval 
between  the  acts  in  a play,  when  everything  is  got  ready  for 
the  next  move.  Times  are  still  bad.  Money  is  still  scarce. 
Purchases  are  still  low.  These  facts  do  not  relieve  the  com- 
mittees and  managers  of  anxiety  ; they  rather  add  to  their 
anxieties  for  the  tiriie  being  ; but  We  have  reached  such  a 
stage  when  almost  any  change  is  bound  to  be  in  the  direction 
of  improvement,  and  societies  ought  to  be  preparing  to  take 
the  new  tide  at  the  flood. 

We  would  particularly  like  to  see  all  the  sbcieties  in  what 
we  might  call  our,  congested  areas  getting  together  to  remove 
congestion.  Sheffield  recently  made  an  effort  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  sought  to  combine  its  two  societies  in  one.  Success 
was  denied  tlriit  effort  for  the  time,  but  we  hope  it  will  be 
renewed  before  long.  Manchester  committees  have  been 
considering,  once  more,  the  need  for  co-ordinating  co-operative 
effort  in  the  city  and  district.  There  is  room  for  a big  bold 
step  towards  united  effort  there,  and  we  earnestly  hope  that 
suqcess  wijfi  attend  the  deliberations  of  the  committees  that 
are  interested  in  the  fresh  qttempt  to  bring'  about  the  needed 
amalgamation.  Perhaps  it  is  too  much  to  hope  for  complete 
unification  at  once  ; but  we  do  hope  that  if  all  the  societies 
in  and.  around  the  city  cannot  agree  to  a complete  fusion, 
some  of  the  societies  at  least  will  join  together  and  so  secure 
some  part  of  the  good  results  of  amalgamation. 

There  are  many  districts  in  which  the  same  policy  ought 
to  be  adopted,  and  the  whole  energy  of  local  co-operators 
concentrated  instead  of  being  partly  dissipated  as  at  present. 
Writers  and  observers  frequently  cite  the  “ vans  of  several 
societies  in  the'  same  street  ” as  the  last  word  in  horrible 
examples  of  how  not  to  do  it'.  It  is  even  more  stupid  ■when 
the  messengers  from  two  or  more  branches  of  the  same  society 
are  seen  delivering 'goods  to  members  almost  next  door  to 
each  other. 

If  these  methods  were  discarded'  it  would  tend  to  promote 
progress. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

Professor  Hall  calls  attention  this  week,  on  another  page,  to  a 
subject  which  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  co-operative  societies. 
The  question  has  been  raised  several  times  at  conferences  and  in  these 
columns,  but  the  practices  of  which  he  complains  go  on  for  the  present. 
We  know  the  difficulties  that'beset  everybody  engaged  in  trade  during 
the  stressful  times  in  which  we  live,  and  oo-operative  societies  are  faced 
with  the  very  difficult  problem  of  making  it  easier  for  working  people 
to  live.  There  is  a world  of  difference,  however,  between  taking  money 
from  reserves  or  writing  up  generously  depreciated  property  to  make 
good  a trade  “ loss  ” and  performing  the  same  operations  in  order  to 
pay  dividend.  Dividend  paid  in  these  circumstances  is  a luxury.  It 
is  sapping  the  strength  of  the  society.  Individual  members  might 
achieve  the  same  individual  result  by  withdrawing  capital  to  procure 
personal  luxuries  not  obtainable  out  of  their  income,  but  it  would  be 
bad  for  the  societies  if  they  did  so  to  any  great  extent — it  would  be  bad 
for  the  individual  who,  if  a time  of  real  personal  hardship  came,  would 
find  that  ho  had  used  his  reserve  ; and  a society  that  uses  its  reserves 
and  appreciates  its  property  to  pay  dividend  might  also  find- itself  in 

serious  plight  if  a real  emergency  were  to  overtake  it.  It  seems,  at 
the  best,  unwiso  to  use  for  dividend  purposes  reserves — however  con- 
stituted— which  were  built  up  to  meet  actual  losses.  It  was  stated  in 
our  columns  quite  recently  that  the  year’s  balance  sheets  would  prob- 
ably reveal  many  of  our  trade  rivals  in  a state  of  insolvency.  Let  us 
be  grateful  for  being  able  \o  pay  our  way  when  the  world’s  trade  iu 
general  is  still  whirling  in  chaos. 

The  affairs  of  the  National  “Co-operative”  Bank,  as  disclosed  in 
the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  last  week,  provide  disquieting  reading. 
According  to  the  Official  Receiver,  there  is  not  likely  to  be  a single 
penny  piece  to  be  returned  to  creditors  entitled  to  £14,000.  Some 
of  our  contemporaries  have  seized  upon  the  Official  Receiver’s  state- 
ment that  the  company  which  ran  this  concern  had  never  acted  as 
a bank ; and  for  that  reason  they  urge  that  compulsory  tests  should 
be  imposed  upon  all  institutions  that  seek  to  use  the  title  “ bank.” 
Possibly  some  of  the  customers  were  led  to  deposit  because  the 
concern  called  itself  a bank.  More  probably:  however,  some  of  them 
were  led  to  deposit  because  vhe  concern  called  itself  “ co-operative  ” ; 
and  legislation  regulating  the  use  of  the  co-operative  title  is  very 
necessary  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  title  shall  only  be  used  by  con- 
cerns that  are'  truly  co-operative.  Until  we  have  suoh  legislation 
the  people  will  be  liable  to  misconceptions.  While  we  take  this  view 
we  fully  recognise  that  the  framing  of  any  law  on  the  subjeot  would 
have  to  bo  watched  very  carefully  on  behalf  of  the  movement,  or  the 
danger  might  well  be  greater  than  it  is.  It  is  well  known  that  the' 
agents  of  this  particular  bank  in  ’endeavouring  to  attract  trade  union 
capital  in  the  London  area  sought  to  damage  the  good  name  of  the 
C.W.S.  at  various  meetings  which  were  addressed.  These  insinuations 
were  .so  cleweriy  framed  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  C.W.S.  bank 
irivtWoritiW1  'to1  'take  legal  proceedings  to  secure  redress. 

Brighton  Congress  is  still  a long  way  off,  although  it  is  probable 
that  by  next  week  some  of  the  delegates  will  have  been  appointed. 
The  Union’s  arrangements  usually  leave  little  to  be  desired ; but  the 
railway  companies  have  hitherto  resisted  any  pressure  brought  to 
bear  upon  them  to  restore  to  the  delegates  the  privileges  enjoyed  before 
the  war  in  the  shape  ^of  special  fares.  The  cost  of  travelling  is  still 
high,  and  even  if  the  old  rates  of  reduction  were  allowed  the  cost  of 
the  Congress  to  the  movement  would  still  be  heavier  than  in  pre-war 
days.  The  companies  seem  to  be  preparing  for  an  extension  of  holiday 
and  tourist  fares  for  this  year,  and  we  hope  the  Union  will  be  able  to 
secure  once  more  the  special  reductions  allowed  to  delegates.  If 
societies  throughout  the  country  can  bo  of  any  assistance  to  the  Union 
in  this  matter  we  are  certain  that  if  advised  what  to  do  they  will  do  it. 

The  capitalist  press  is  lending  itself  readily  to  the  attack  upon  public 
expenditure  for  education  and  public  health.  Unless  co-operators 
and  others  who  tako  a human  view  of  things  sot  the  most  vigorous 
campaign  on  foot,  the  Geddes  axe  will  undoubtedly  fall  upon  services 
most  essential  to  the  public  welfare.  Dr.  Robertson,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Birmingham,  has  issued  his  annual  report  which 
destroys  the  whole  case  of  the  pseudo-economists  in  so  far  as  their 
efforts  are  directed  against  some  such  services.  The  city  of  Birming- 
ham has  spent  a good  deal  of  money  on  child  welfare  schemes.  Such 
expenditure  is  being  denounced  on  many  sides  ; but  Dr.  Robertson’s 
report  shows  that  the  net  result  of  the  city’s  efforts  has  been  to  reduce 
infant  mortality  by  half  of  what  it  was  twenty  years  ago.  According 
to  Dr.  Robertson’s  figures  that  melons  a saving  of  about  3,000  child 
lives  in  a normal  year.  Tho  working  classes  must  rise  vigorously 
against  any  attempt  to  curtail  expenditure  necessary  to  secure  results 
like  that.  ' . ♦ ♦ 

We  observe  that  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  an  the 
Universities  is  expected  early  in  tho  spring.  The  Commission  was 
constituted  more  than  two  years  ago,  and  its  inquiries  must  have 
covered  a good  deal  of  ground.  It  will  be  extremely  interesting  if 
-the  report' contains  some  authoritative  statement  as  to  the  source 
of  the  endowments  enjoyed  by  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  the  pur- 
pose for  which  these  endowments  were  granted.  There  are 
decided  views  held  on  the  subject  of  the  “usurpation  at  the  colleges 
by  the  150ns  of  wealthy  people,  of  places  which  were  intended  to  bo 
occupied  by  tho  children  of  the  poor.  Rovelations  of  such  usurpa- 
tion in  tho  Royal  Commission's  report  would  bo  an  act  of  justice 
to  tho  poor  and  a useful  preliminary  to  the  opening  of  that  “ broad] 
highway  of  education  from  the  elementary  school  to  the  University  ” 
which  co-operators  and  the  W.E.A.  demand. 

It  is  only  when  we  remember  that  “ Comic  Cuts”  and  the  “ Daily 
Mail”  are  both  Northcliffo  properties  that  we  can  understand  the 

‘ Daily  Mail’s  ” attack  upon  the  Government,  in  a leading  article  las 
week,  because  the  Government  has  not  produced  the  new  world 
it  promised,  and  because  there  arc  two  million  unemployed.  The 
Government  has  no'  produced  tho  new  world,  and' it  has  contributed  to 
the  situation  which  has  thrown  two  millions  out  of  work ; bub  the 
Government,  in  191S,  was  hounded  on  by  tho  “ Mail  ” and  the  entire 
Norbhcliffe  press  to  proclaim  tho  very  policy  which  brought  about  these 
conditions ; dnd  in  such  ciroumstances  it  is  unseemly  for  any  of  the 
Northcliffe  papers  to  kick  its  own  creature. 


Supplement  to  the  “Co-operative  News.” 
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BRIGHTER  TRADE  OUTLOOK  : C-\SEEDT!S0NAL 


HOW  MATTERS 

STAND. 

RESULTS  OF  THE  VOTING  AT 

LAST  SATURDAY'S  MEETINGS. 

Speaking  generally,  there  was  not  much  dis- 
cussion on  the  committee’s  report  at  the  C'.W.S. 
meetings  on  Saturday,  the  delegates  evidently 
realising,  with  the  directors,  that  the  decreases 
were  largely,  if  not  wholly  the  result  of  reduc- 
tions in  prices,  and  the  fact  that  so  many  people 
were  out  of  iwcrh  or  on  short-time.  It  was, 
moveover,  only  an  interim  report,  and  that,  too, 
may  have  had  an  influence  on  tli9  discussions. 
Three  months  hence  the  half-yearly  balance  sheet 
will  be  submitted,  and  then  societies  will  be  in 
a better  position  to  jucjge  the  effects  the  indus- 
trial depression  has  had  on  the  C.W.S.  It  is 
quite  possible,  according  to  what  was  said  from 
the  platform  on  Saturday,  that  when  the  balance 
sheet  is  published  it  will  reveal  a loss  ou  the 
half-year’s  trading. 

'The  delegates  to  the  various  meetings  were 
mainly  occupied  with  resolutions  and  amend- 
ments regarding  the  proposed  inquiry  into  the 
operations  of  the  joint  tea  department  and  reduc- 
tions in  the  salaries  paid  to  directors,  auditors, 
and  scrutineers. 

The  Salary  Question. 

The  question  of  salaries  was  raised  by  the  New- 
biggin  Society,  and  the  reduction  suggested  was 
25  per  cent.  Liverpool  sought  to  reduce  the 
percentage  to  71,  Bolton  to  10,  and  Loudon  to  15. 
Belton  also  moved  for  the  exclusion  of  the 
•scrutineers  from  any  such  reduction.  Eccles,  in 
another  amendment,  wanted  the  salaries  of  the 
directors  and  auditors  to  be  reduced  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conditions  agreed  upon  by  the 
National , Union  of  Co-operative  Officials  (Man- 
chester district).  Over  the  whole  of  the  eight 
meetings  the  voting  was  as  follows : — 


For. 

Agst. 

Ncwbiggin  

257  ... 

...  1,025 

Liverpool  

117  ... 

...  1,004 

Bolton  

360  ... 

785 

Loudon  

.......  364  ... 

811 

•Jiceies . 

149  ... 

...  1,042 

Shall  There  Dc  An  Inquiry? 

So  far  as  the  proposed  committee  of  inquiry  is 
concerned,  the  Failsworth  Society  in  a resolution 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  S. C.W.S. 
shareholding  societies  had  decided  not  to  appoint 
representatives  on  such  a committee,  and  moved 
that  the  inquiry  “be  not  proceeded  with  and 
that  no  further  action  be  taken.” 

Bolton,  in  an  amendment,  was  also  against 
further  investigation  by  a special  committee,  but 
wanted  the  special  reports  of  the  auditors  and 
directors  already  submitted  to  the  members’ 
meetings  to  be  further  considered  by  these  two 
parties  and  report,  either  jointly  or  separately, 
to  next  quarterly  meeting.  Eccles,  in  another 
amendment,  moved  that  the  auditors  be 
instructed  to  investigate  further  the  matters 
referred  to  in  their  report  and!  submit  a com- 
plete report  to  the  next  meeting.  Royal  Arsenal, 
on  the  other  hand,  desired  that  tho  inquiry 
should  be  proceeded  with,  and  that  it  should  he 
conducted  by  the  four  persons  elected  by  the 
societies  and  associated  with  the  C.W.S. 

Two  other  amendments  from  Burslem  pnd 
Weston-super-Mare  on  this  subject  were  with- 


drawn.  The  result 

of  the  voting  on 

Saturday 

was  as  follows  : — 

For. 

Ag6t. 

Failsworth 

828  

933 

Bolton  

171  

1,468 

Eccles  

1.399 

Royal  Arsenal  . 

863 

Compulsory  Co-operation. 

The  Anchor  and  Pendleton  sooieties  sought  to 
make  it  obligatory  on  the  part  of  C.W.S.  em- 
ployees over  a certain  age  to  become  members 
of  retail  societies,  but  as  the  following  figures 
show  the  meetings  were  overwhelmingly  against 
them ; — 

For  Agst. 

Anchor  98  1,503 

Pendleton  310  1,263 

Below  we  give  reports  of  the  various  meetings, 
and  where  it  is  not  specifically  stated  it  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  the  societies  applying  for 
membership  were  admitted,  that  the  results  of 
tlio  elections  were  duly  announced,  and  that  all 
the  recommendations  of  the  directors  relative  to 
tlio  purchase  of  land  and  property  and  the 
granting  of  donations  were  accepted.  Tho 
reports  have  been  co-ordinated,  with  the  object 
of  avoiding,  as  far  as.  possible,  the  repetition  of 
the  same  question  and  apswer  at  the  various 
meetings. 

Special  meetings  followed,  at  which  the  new 
rules  relative  to  canvassing  were  confirmed. 


NEWCASTLE’S  QUIET  DAY. 

WAVES  OF  OPPOSITION  OVERCOME. 

THE  NORTH’S  LOYALTY  TO  THE  BANK. 


Newcastle  C.W.S.  divisional  meeting,  held  at 
th.g  West  Bland  ford-street  premises,  w is  laiily 
brief  and  very  quiet,  and  provided  » distinct  con- 
trast to  the  last  two  or  three  meetings.  Mr.  W. 
Lander  (director)  presided  over  a large  gather- 
ing, and  on  the  platform  were  Messrs.  E.  J. 
Graham,  J.  W.  King,  and  Wilson  Clayton 
(directors),  Mr.  Bentley  (auditor),  Mr.  T. 
Brodrick  (secretary),  and  Mr.  Proctor  (chief 
clerk,  Newcastle). 

A Year  of  Difficulties. 

The  Chairman,  addressing  the  delegates  before 
tlie  discussion  on  the  report  opened,  said  they 
had  passed  through  1921  with  all  its  mountains  of 
difficulties  and  waves  of  opposition.  In  some 
ways  they  were  glad  to  get  away  from  1921,  and 
thankful  they  had  survived  it  with  strength  and 
determination  to  face 'the  years  to  cniio. 

Proceeding,  the  Chairman  said  that  although 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  comnu  ivi.il  world 
the  C.W.S.  was  showing  certain  decreases,  yet 
some  of  the  decreases  shown  in  the  report  did 
not  represent  real  decreases,  and  h?  was  pleased 
to  say  that  in  some  departments  the  trade  had1 
increased  in  volume  when  compared  with  the  cor- 
responding period,  although  values  were  down 
considerably.  The  outlook  was  brighter  than  it 
had  been  for  some  time.  Tin-  iBrriosar.v  exchange 
of  t lie  world  was  .improving  every  day,  and  in 
certain  imjjprtant  trades  there  weie  signs  of  a 
revival ’taking  place.  He  did  not  mean  to  sav 
they  were  going  to  tumble  into  prosperity  all  at 
once.  It  took  a long  time  to  go  wrong,  and  it 
would  be  all  the  better  to  got  back  to  more 
normal  conditions  gradually.  He  hoped  1922 
would  be  better,  more  peaceful,  prospei ous,  and 
joyous  than  the  years  that  had  g*-ue. 

Recruits  for  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Bailey  (Darlington)  opened  wlnt  proved 
to  be  a remarkably  short  discuss  ion  on  the 
directors’  report.  He  asked  wlut  steps  the 
directors  weic  taking  to  bring  tho  seventy-four 
societies  which  banked  outside  tins  imi'Viiien! 
into  i lie  C'.W.S.  Bank,  whether  out  -id  - banks 
offered  additional  facilities,  and  lipw  many  of  the 
seventy-four  societies  were  in  the  Nm  th. 

Mr.  Graham  ((’.Lector)  implied  ::i.it  e\  er.ythiug' 
was  being  done  lo  bring  liie.se  ml-c.-Lics  in,  and 
the  f;n  ilities  offered  by  the  C.\Y  weie  more 
often  greater  than  what  iiilsiih  hanks  oll’ered. 
One  cf  the  reasons  given  by  a siaimy  was  that 
by  banking  with  the  C.W.S.  the  Wholesale 
Society  would  kmlw  where  the  retail  society  pur- 
chased its  goods.  The  trading  and  hanking  de- 
partments of  the  C’.W.S.  were  kept  entirely 
separate,  and  there  was  no  prying  into  how  a 
society  spent  its  money.  There  were  now  only 
twelve  societies  in  the  Nc.rth  not  banking  with 
tlie  C.W.S.  Bank,  and  practically  all  were  small 
societies,  for  two  of  tlie  larger  societies  had  conic 
in  during  the  three  months. 

The  Chairman,  replying  to  questions  from 
Messrs.  Magin  and  Gillinns  ( Aslrngtin  Indus- 
trial) and  Baldock  (Gateshead),  in  regard  to 
cocoa  sales,  said  he  could  uct  supply  the  figures 
showing  the  proportionate  decrease  in  weight  of 
cocoas  and  chocolates. 

New  Shilbottle. 


Mr.  Alcock  (Failsworth),  moving  his  society’s 
resolution,  said  they  did  not  desire  to  screen 
tlie  C.W.S.  committee.  A%  a matter  of  fact 
they  were  bringing  ifoi'ward  a resolution  at  the 
next  meeting  to  increase  .the  [toweLs  of  tlie 
auditors  to  deal  with  these  and  other  matters 
in  future. 

Mr.  Gilliland  (Birtley)  seconded  in  an  eloquent 
speech,.  in  which  lie  appealed  to  the  delegates  to 
recognise  what  had  happened  during  the  past 
‘three  months,  and  not  to  give  the  outside  pi  ess 
another  opportunity  to 'attack  the  movement. 

Mr.  Proffit  (Bolton)  proposed-  hi.s  society's 
amendment,  and  asked  the  delegates  not  to  let 
the  issues  be  obscured  by  promises  of  auditors 
receiving  more  power  or  the*  threat  of  the 
outside  press. 

Mr.  Baldock  seconded. 

Leakage  of  information. 

Mr.  Magin  ( Arlington)  asked  why  the 
S /C.W.S.  shareholders  had  received  the  auditors' 
report  and  the  C.W.S.  members  bad  not. 

The'  Chairman  sai.d  that  at  the,  Scottish 
meeting  the  delegates  decided  it  should  be  cir- 
culated, and  he  thought  that  had  do  lie  a great 
deal  of  harm.  If  the  co-operative  .'move:,. out 
and  every  member  of  it,  were  true. to  the  move- 
ment, a lot  of  information.  apart  from  this 
altogether,  would  not  filter  .outside  like  it  did 
at  the  present  time.  So  far  ns  the  C.W.S.  was 
concerned  there  was  mi  direct  motion  made  that 
the  report  should  be  circulated,.  The  committee 
thought  it  was  unwise,  and  it  was  not  pressed. 

Mr.  Svkes  mofed  tile  Woolwich  amendment, 
and  Mr.  Taylor  (Widely  Nook)  seconded. 
Support  for  the  J'cdes  amendment'  came  Horn 
Messrs.  Bailey  and  (looks  (Darlington). 

The  Chairman  intimated  that  the  directors 
luul  decided  not  to  influence  the  delegates  in 
any  way  in  their  decision. 

The  results  of  the  voting  cnusejl  Surprise, 
and  a little  amusement,  for  the  motion  and  all 
the  amendments  were  defeated.  The  figures 
were: — Failsworth  resolution  : Lor  2 111.  against 
275;  Bolton  amendment:  For  91,  against  339; 
Woolwich  amendment : For  207.  against  203 ; 

Eccles  amendment:  For  54,  against  3U7. 

• The  Anchor  resolution  in  regard  to,  member- 
ship of  employees  only  received  ten  votes.  'Hie 
Pendleton  amendment  did  better  with  109  votes. 

The  Chairman  expressed  tlie  hope  that  a 
similar  rejection  cf  the  Xewbjggili  motion  in 
regard  to  .salaries  ofl  directors,  auditors,  and 
scrutineers,  and  the  various  amendments,  would 
be  the  salvation  of  the  directors.  Kis  Wish  was 
realised,  for  the  figures  were:  •Newbigsm 
motion:  Lor  171,  ngaiilst  220;  Liverpool  amend- 
ment: For  54,  against  238  ; Bdltofl  nnlehdment: 
Por  47,  against  224;  London  amendment  : For 
113,  against  169;  Eccles  amendment:  For  21, 
against  283. 


COMMITTEE  OF  INQUIRY. 

SUCCESSFUL  CANDIDATES  IN 

THE  THREE  DISTRICTS. 


SOUTH  WALES 

MEETING. 


PRICES,  SALARIES.  AND  INQUIRY. 

DIVERGENT  VIEWS. 


I he  South  Wale*  divisional  meeting  was  held 
Hall,  St.  Alary-street,  Cardiff. 
Mr.  J . E.  Johns  (direc  tor)  presided,  supported 
by  Messrs.  Wilkins  and  Yurloy  (co-directors),  and 
•Mr.  H,  L.  Warren  (Cimliff  office).  There  were 
111  delegates  present,  representing  forty-five 
•societies. 

Problem  of  Prices. 

Mr.  Brown  (Weston-super-Mare)  questioned 
whether  trade  had  not  been  lost  to  the  C.W.S. 
through  prices  not  being  in  line  with  competitors. 
AS  a case  in  point  he  mentioned  flour.  The  dis- 
tributive societies  were  placed  in  keen  competi- 
tion with  outside  firms,  and  wanted  all  tho 
assistance  that  could  be  rendered  them. 

The  Chairman  said  if  there  was  any  district 
in  which  they  could  say  they  had  not  lost  trade 
lor  dour,  it  was  the  Bristol  and  South  Wales  dis- 
tricts covered  by  Avonmouldi  Mills,  whore  they 
were  turning  out  1H.U00  sacks  per  week,  and  weic 
preparing  to  be  able  to  double  the  output.  It 
was  the  mc-.t  satisfactory  in  the  whole  movement. 

'Idle  report  was  adopted. 

Should  There  Be  An  Inquiry? 

Mr.  Park  (Failsworth)  moved  his  society’s 
resolution  relative  to  tho  proposed  committee  of 
inquiry.  He  said  they  at  Failsworth  felt  that 
this  matter  could  be  pres-sed  as  far  as  they  liked 
without  any  useful  purpose  being  served.  It 
had  already  been  admitted  that  a mistake  had 
been  made,  and  those  who  never  made  mistakes 
lievev  did  anything.  They  had  already  been 
assured  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  any- 
thing of  this  kind  happening  again. 

This  ivas  seconded. 

Mr.  Brown  (Weston-super-Mare)  said  that  in 
justiic  to  the  people  who  had.  borne  the  loss  tho 
investigation  ought  to  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  Williams  (Woolwich)  moved  his  society’s 
amendment.  It  would  gel  over  the  difficulty 
occasioned  through  tli"  S. C.W.S.  falling  out,  and 
lie  appealed  to  the  delegates  to  support  it. 

Mr  Brown  (Weston-super-Mare)  seconded^ 

Mr,  Price  (Ton)  asked  if  it  would  bo  possible 
to  hold  an  inquiry  w#l»out  l be ‘participation  of 
the  S. C.W.S.  ‘ £ , ■ . 

"*  'fl:..«  U'Fiairin.in  said  Glut  ir  WoonviclirPinfflM- 
inent  carried  at  all  tlie  meetings  there  was  noth- 
ing to  prevent  the  inquiry  being  carried  out. 
The  position  ot  the  directors  was  this:  At  the 
last  meeting  they  had  advised  the  support  of 
tin*  Stockport  resolution,  and  they  were  not 
going  back  from  that  position.  Although  the 
position  had  changed  considerably  since  the  last 
meeting,  they  had  decided  to  take  no  part  in 
persuading  the  delegates  one  way  or  rhe  other. 

Mr.  Evans  (Tredegar)  advised  the  delegates  to 
voto  for  the  Eccles  amendment,  believing  that  it 
was  the  work  of  the  auditors  to  report  cm  any  of 
their  undertakings  that  required  a special  report. 

The  Failsworth  resolution  was  carried  by  57 
votes  lo  28  votes.  The  voting  on  the  amend- 
ments was  as  follows: — Bolton  : For,  nil : against, 
III.  Eccles:  For,  1(5;  against,  70.  Burslem: 
For,  nil;  against,  111.  Weston-super-Mare: 

For,  nil;  against,  111.  Royal  Arsenal:  For, 

29 ; against,  55. 

Voluntary  Co-operation. 


Mr.  Clayton,  answering  questions!  in  regard  to 
the  new  colliery  at  Shilbottle,  said  the  new  shafts 
constituted  an  entirely  new  colliery,  and  were 
necessary  because  the  seams  were  two-nnd-a  half 
miles  from  the  shaft  at  the  old  pit.  There  was 
a guarantee  of  sufficient  acreage  at  the  new  col- 
liery for  an  output  of  800  tons  per  day,  to  last 
for  sixty  years.  They  estimated  the  life  of  the 
seam  would  .be  sixty  to  eighty  years.  At  the  eld 
colliery  there  were  360  employe:^,  half  that 
number  being  employed  in  coal-getting  No 
machinery  was  used  in  working  the  seams,  for  the 
old  colliery  had  been  so  worked  previously  that 
tlie  installation  of  machinery  would  have  meant 
a considerable  expenditure. 

The  various  recommendations  of  the  committee, 
including  the  guarantee  of  £1,0U0  for  tho  British 
Empire  Exhibition  Fund,  were  carried. 

Mr.  Baldock  inquired  if  the  C.W.S.  would  have 
a stand  at  the  exhibition. 

The  Chairman:  We  will  get  our  feet  in. 
(Laughter.) 

A Question  of  Legality. 

When  the  Failsworth  notice  of  motion  dealing 
with  the  Special  Committee  of  Inquiry  was 
reached,  Mr.  Magin  (Ashington)  asked  for  a 
statement  of  the  legal  position. 

The  Chairman  said  that  legally  no  action  could 
bo  taken  on  the  resolution  passed  at  the  last 
meeting  because  that  resolution  could  not  he 
caiTied  out  when  one  partner  had  declined  to  ap- 
point two  representatives  to  it.  If  the  C.W.S. 
desired  to  proceed  with  the  committee  as  sug- 
gested in  a resolution  that  day  it  would  be  per- 
fectly legal  for  the  English  Society  to  continue 
its  inquiry. 

Mr.  Baldock:  The  two  societies  are  jointly  in 
this  business.  Supposing  you  ask  for  the  books 
of  the  S. C.W.S.,  they  may  object  to  give  them. 
Is  their  objection  legal? 

The  Chairman : We  are  advised  that  supposing 
you  and  I were  in  partnership,  and  I was  dis- 
satisfied with  you  and  wanted  an  inquiry,  it  is 
competent  for  the  one  member  of  the  partner- 
ship to  have  an  inquiry,  although  it  is  better 
for  both  to  agree  in  tho  matter. 


As  was  briefly  announced  last  week,  the  suc- 
cessful candidates  lor  the  special  ebiiiiliittee  c.f 
inquiry  regarding  the  workings,  of  the  dome 
English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies'  tea, 
&c.,  department  were  the  following:  — 

Manchester  district. — ‘Messrs/  F.  Hall  (1.201 
votes)  and  J.  Sharpies  (S68). 

Newcastle  district. — Mr.  IF  J-  Wilson  (823 
votes). 

London  district. — Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (l,2o4 
votes). 

The  voting  for  the  unsuccessful  candidates  was 
as  follows:— 

Manchester  district.— Messrs.  F.  Huyivard 
(S31  votes),  J.  H.  Swallow  (.814),  W . Gregory 
(397),  A.  A.  Johnson  (359),  T.  M.  > oung  <3o3), 
S Taylor  (339),  W.  Forber  (277),  W.  Whittaker 
(211),  S.  Jones  (204),  J.  W.  Sutton  (196),  A. 
Pickup  (191),  A.  H.  Jones  (134),  A.  l-islnvick 


J.  Upson  (40),  W.  Evans  (35),  W Holt  .34),  I 
Prescott  (26),  T.  Winters  (24),  G » Lang  e> 
(23),  J.  Birkin  (20),  H.  Redfern  (20),  W.  Boden 
(14)!  R.  C.  Hornby  (ID,  F.  H.  Briimpton  (10), 
W.  E.  Harper  (9),  H.  Wilkinson  .(5). 

Newcastle  district.— Messrs.  J.  W . Olenwright 
(467  votes),  R.  Briggs  (455),  A.  StiAlUjirt  (413), 
J.  A.  Thomas  (301),  J.  Magin  (250),  1.  La  idler 
(209)!,  F.  W.  Bailey  (148),  W.  Golightly  (102), 
R I Dodds  (92),  J.  Gilliland  (72),  T.  Welsu 
(39)  J.  W.  I/awrance  (35),  W.  Jackson  i25),  J. 
R.  Williamson  (22),  J.  Wight  (20),  T.  M Hugh 
(14),  J.  D.  Tindal  (10),  H.  Gregory  (9). 

I/ondon  district. — Messrs.  T.  E.  Williams  (960 
votes)  G.  H.  Clement  (231),  D.  W illiams  (16o), 
W W’.  T.  Barnett  (151).  E.  J.  Church  (129),  F. 
Atbav  (116),  S.  Booth  (116),  F.  Burlton  (102), 
E King  (97)  AVI  J.  Why  brew  (80),  W.  M New- 
ham (27),  W.  J.  Hill  (18),  W.  H.  Wood  (13). 


The  Chairman  advised  the  delegates  to  ydIp 
against  the  Anchor  resolution,  and  said  that  they 
would  rather  have  co-oporntors  voluntarily  'than 
that  thev<  should  bo  compelled  to  come  in. 

The  voting  was  as  follows : —For  tho  amend- 
ment, 5;  against,  106.  No  delegates  voted  for 
tlie  resolution  and  111  recorded  votes  against. 

Question  of  Salaries. 

.Mr.  Park  (Failsworth)  siiid  it  was  hot  always 
policy  to  economise  by  reducing  wages,  and  it 
it  was  necessary  to  hove  men  of  capacity  in  these 
positions  they  ‘must  pay  lor  it. 

Mr  Cole  (Chepstow)  said  that  the  salary  that, 
was  at  present  being  paid  to  their  directors  could 
net  be  considered  high  when  they  took  into 
account  tlie  responsibilities  of  the  position. 

In  replv  to  Mr.  Smith  (Cardiff)  the  Chairman 
explained -that  the  increases  to  employees  that 
bad  taken  place  owing  to  increased  rest  ol  nving 
had  been  from  100  per  cent,  to  110  per  cent  but 
to  (be  higher  paid  officials  45  pur  cent.  only. 

Mr.  Williams  (Woolwich)  said  lit*  had  always 
taken  the  vtow  that  officials  in  the  movement 
should  Ik*  paid  as  well  os  those  in  similar  posi- 
tions outside.  . 

Mr.  Smith  (Cardiff)  thought  that  if  it  was 
reasonable  to  pay  the  directors  £400  in  pre-war 
times,  and  to  increase  to  £850  on  'he  limner  , 
cost  of  living,  it  was  also  only  lair  when  making  ( 
reductions  to  staff  to  consider  reductions  to 
directors.  ' , , . ,. 

All  the  amendments  and  tlie  resolution  were 
lost  the  figures  being— Amendments  :— Liver- 
pool: For,  nil;  against,  111.  Bolton;  I'or , A; 
against,  108.  London:  for,  ml;  against.  III. 
Eccles:  For.  nil;  against,  111.  Ncwbiggin 

resolution:  For,  2;  against,  109. 


monthly  ’ 


" Your  splendid  live  „ 

London  reader  writes  of  the 
Monthly."  adding;  "I  have  enjoyed  rea. 


wha 
" Mill 


. „Jding-  I nave  enjoyeu 
ir'regufarly  and  it  is  most  helpful  and  im 
ing  reading." 


‘TIME  THE  MATTER 

PROPPED-” 

DELEGATES'  OPINION  OF  SPECIAL 

COMMITTEE. 

W E LL- ATT E N D E Tt  MEETING  AT 

DONCASTER. 

Foe  the  first  time  sine p his  rather  eorious  ill- 
ness  Mr.  P^-Coley  (director)  presided  over  fhe 
Yorkshire  divisional  meeting  of  the  C.W.S., 
which  wai  held  at  Dp /master.  H/wm  accom- 
, ed  on  th«  plat  form,  by  Messrs.  1.  G.  Arnold 
(droperj  and  tea  committee).  F.  Denman  (finance 
; omimtleci.  J.  H,nvki,»s  Klrnpery  — ««,),  H. 
Yates  (.accountant),  arid  1'.  Jagger  (bank). 

Decre.we  in  Trade. 

The' first  question  on  the  report  was  asked  by 
Air  Kershaw  (Heclrmondwike).  who  wished  to 
know  v nut  percent  Age  of  the  decrease  in  trade 
was' due  to  falling  pirewHe  asked  the  question 
because  there  was  Some  anxiety  in  the  minds  oi 
members,  in  view  c£  the  heavy  losses  last  quarter 
and  t lie  decreased  trade  this  quarter. 

The  Chairman  wid  they  had  no  figures  to  pre- 
sent to  the  meeting  that  could  be  said  to  be 

reliable.  Trat-^  at  Euckfastleigh. 

,Mr.  A.  Smith  (Leeds)  asked  if  the  decrease  at 
Dtiokfastleigh  was  due  to  a less  turnover  01  to 
reduction  or  stocks,  and  if  it  were  true  that  the 
method  of  production  had  been  altered,  with  a 
coiiFequent  lose  of  connections  and  trade. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  the  methods,  of  production 
had  not  been  altered  so  far  as  suitability  tor  co- 
operative trade  was  concerned  The  old  firm 
did  a big  tradte  with  the  best  traders  in  England, 
America,  and  the  Continent,  but  the  CAY.b. 
did  not  inteiad  to  continue  private  trade. 

Scarcity  of  Orders. 

In  reply  t<>  a question  regarding  the  weaving 
sheds.  Mr.  Arnold  said  the  decreases  were  due 
to  the  slump,  and  the  short  time  worked  at  the 
nulls  was  caused  bv  the  scarcity  of  orders.  Ibis 
applied  to  practically  all  the  departments  under 
the  control  ' of  the  drapery  commitUv 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Hainsworth  (\\  oi.lw  i:-li ».  -Mr. 
Arnold  saidl  he  believed  the  Leicester  U ..  works 
were  working  half  time,  and,  in  reply  u,  another 
uelegate,  l»e  said  the  Leeds  works  did  i.u.  n.  .. 
so  big  a decrease  as  the  others  because  it  had 
✓ done  a big  trade  in  a social  boot  at  16s.  6d., 
with  the  piice  stamped  on  the  sole. 

The  repoirt  was  then  approved. 

All  the  recommendations  oi'  the  committee 
were-  approved. 

Too  Much  Publicity. 

Air.  Jagger  (FaUswor.tli)  moved  his  society's 
res  tion  regarding  the'  committee  of  inquiry, 
•ijj’i  > -Tlier  .delegate  seconded.  Air.  dagger 

contended  that  tlie  matter  had  received  sufficient 
publicity.  particularly  in  the  hostile  press. 

Air.  Kershaw  (Heckinondwike)  suid/lns  com- 
mittee felt  it  was  time  the  matter  dropped.  No 
further  information  could  lie  obtained,  he  said, 
than  they  had  at  the  last  meeting. 

Delegates  from  the  Doncaster  Society  formally 
moved  the  Bolton  and  Eccles  amendments,  and 
Mr.  Hainsworth  (Woolwich),  in  moving  his  so- 
ciety's amendment,  said  Burslem  .ml  Weston 
Societies  had  withdrawn  tin  ir  amendments  in 
favour  of  the  one  lrom  Woolw  ich.  He  contended 
that  there  was  tlio  same  need  for  an  inquiry  now 
as  the  was  tlire  months  ago. 

Air.  .ill  (Clechheaton)  advised  the  delegates 
to  vote  last  the  resolution  and  all  the  amend- 
jti-  jt t s.  Flis  appointment  of  the  committee  was 
dec i Jed  on  at  a time  of  great  panic,  and  there 
was  no  necessity  for  it  to  go  on. 

The  voting  resulted  as  follows: — Amend- 
ments: Bolton,  13  for;  97  against.  Eccles,  2 
for;  97  against.  Burslerh,  6 for;  95  agaiust. 
Weston-super-Mare,  12  for ; 86  against ; AVool- 
vriclij  21  for  ; 89  against.  Failsworth  resolution, 
90  lor ; 24  against. 

Several  delegates  opposed  the  Anchor  Society’s 
resolution  and  the  Pendleton  amendment. 

Tlie  voting  was : — Pendleton  amendment : 21 
for;  73  against.  Anchor  resolution:  0 for;  81 
against. 

Directors’  and  Auditors'  Fees. 

Air.  Day  (Doncaster)  formally  moved  the  New- 
biggin  Society’s  resolution  in  regard  to  a reduc- 
tion in  the  salaries  of  directors,  auditors,  and 
scrutineer;-. 


I THE  CO-OP EKA I IV E NEW 

LANCASHIRE’S  VOICE 

DIRECTORS’  SALARIES  REMAIN  “AS  YOU  WERE.” 

THE  PRESIDENT  ON  THE  NEED  FOR  THE  BEST  BRAINS. 


JANUAST  14.  1922. 


\ fairly-  brisk  pace  was  kept  at  the  Mari 
Chester  meeting,  over  which  the  president  of  the 
nys  (Mr.  G.  Thorpe)  had  command,  assisted 
bv^fellou -directors  ijSrr  T.  W.  AHg J,  Messrs. 
T J.  Henson  and  J.  Oliver.  Messrs.  N.  a 
Cooper  (auditor),  W.  O’Brien  (general  offlie) 
and  T.  G.  Davies  (bank)  were  also  on  tne 


^ There*  we  re  361  delegates  present,  representing 
92  societies,  and  13  visitors. 

Volume  of  Trade. 

The  President,  inauswer  to  opening  questions 
bv  Air.  Sharpies  (Blackburn)  and  an i 0®m 
delegate,  said  there  were  some  depaitmeuts 
wheTe  the  volume  of  trade  had  "ic leased  and 
others  where  it.  had  gone  down.-  He  htul  Jjg 
vet.  completed  his  investigations  into  the  ques- 
tion. but  hoped  to  dovso  by  the  folldujng 
Saturday.  . 

Banking  Guarantees. 

Si-  Thomas  Allen,  to  an  Oldham  inquiry  as 
to  the  amount  of  money  advanced  to  the  Building 
Guild,  said  as  a bank  they  were  absolutely  secuie 
ii  every  way,  lor  they  had  the  guarantee  that 
what  was  advanced  would  be  properly  met.  • ^ 
Jam  end  Offal. 

The  President,  for  the  information  of  Aider- 
man  J.  Johnston  (Manchester  and  Salford),  said 
their  jam  factories  made  one  of  the  cases  where 
volume  of  trade  had  ufereased  and  value, gone 
down  in  comparison  with  the  corresponding 

<lULowei-  extraction  from  the  wheat  was  the 
reason  for  the  great  increase  in  offal  and  the 
decrease  in  flour,  although  there  was  a certain 
amount  of  imported  Hour  in  the  country,  the 
President  informed  Air.  Lumley  (Oldham  Indus- 
trial) a iid  Air.  Sharpies  (Blackburn) 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  election 
results  were  announced. 

New  Properties. 

Air  Oliver  to  criticisms  from  an  Oldham  In- 
dustrial delegate  and  Alderman  Johnston,  said 
ibe  \'<  uca-,tlc-ou-Tyne-  purchase  was  splendidly 
adapted  lor  their  requirements. 

Sir  Thomas  Allen  added  that  the  Bristol  pro- 
perty recommended  was  very  desirable,  and  had 
been  sought  for  for  tears. 

The  President  said  tlie  Littleborough  site  was 
oli  similar  lines  to  that  at  Bristol;  and  the  \Y  ith- 
gill  purchase  was  necessary  to  prevent  an  action 
vjjv  the  local  authorities  in  regard  to  sewage. 
To  Air.  Neville  (ltoyal  Arsenal),  on  the  guarantee 
ol  IT  000  to  British  Empire  Exhibition,  he  said 
- ,u.  shall  get  a good  deal  of  profit  from  the 
exhibition,  which  we  hope  will  be  the  same 

• ’W. 


Mr.  Hainsworth  (Woolwich)  opposed  the  reso- 
lution and  the  whole  of  the  amendments.  When 
they  considered  the  extent  of  the  C.W.S.  busi- 
ness and  the  sacrifice  of  all  home  life  neoessary 
for  the  directors,  lie  did  not  think  they  were 
over-paid. 

Mr,.  Boynton  (Hull)  said  at  Hull  the  committee 
dropped  their  fees  first  and  then  suggested  a 
reduction  to  the  employees.  The  C.W.S.  direc- 
tors. should  do  the  same. 

Ah  . Kershaw  (Heckinondwike)  said  there  Jiad 
been  a tendency  to  leave  higher-wage  men  alone 
and  to  take  all  reductions  from  the  lower-wage 
iuen.  That,  was  not  right. 

Mr.  Arnold,  on  behalf  of  the  directors,  gave 
particulars  of  the  variations  in  the  salaries  of 
the  directors  sinoe  1905.  He  also  showed  how 
hotel  and  other  expenses  ha  increased,  with  no 
corresponding  increase  in  all  wances.  In  con- 
clusion, he  snid  the  directors  v >uld  not  resist 
any  reduction  of  salary  as  such,  but  they  did 
not  want  it  to  go  forth  to  the  world  that  co- 
operators,  liberal  as  they  were  to  the  rank-and- 
file,  were  dealing  with  the  men  who  Had  the 
burden  of  the  fight  in  a niggardly  spirit.  ' 

The  London  amendment  was  carried,  but  the 
remainder  of  the  proposals  were  lost,  the  figures 
being: — Liverpool  amendment:  For  1;  against, 
67.  Bolton  amendment:  For.  S;  against,  62. 
London  amendment:  For.  52;  against.  45. 

Iv-clqs  amendment:  For,  23;  against.  82.  New- 
biggin  resolution:  For,  (J ; against,' 90. 

Leeds  was  selected  for  the  next  meeting. 


success  as  the  one  in  iS\51. 

The  Proposed  Inquiry. 

Air.  Roc  (Failsworth)  moved  the  resolution 
standing  to  their  name,  and  said  the  sole 
for  their  action  wn  the  great  amount  or 
injury  that  bail  keen  .don-  to  the  movement  as 
•esuli  of  the  ennin  y at  the  last  quar- 
terly meeting.  It  was  far. better  not  to  proceed 
Wit  ii  the  special  committee,  but  rather  to  set 
them -elves  to  remove  the  disabilities  that  the 
auditors  were  suffering. 

Another  Delegate  seconded. 

Air.  Richardson  moved  the  Great  and  Little 
Bolton  amendment,  and  said  “ we  have  a l ight 
to  know  who  has  put  us  in  this  dilemma.”  (Hear, 
hour.) 

A Seconder  came  along. 

Air.  Young  followed  with  the  Eccles  amend- 
ment. “Our  auditors  can  be  trusted  to  con- 
tinue the  investigation."  he  said.  “ The  report 
that  appeared  in  t-b'e. press  had  not  the  slightest 
effect  on  the  Eccles  Society,  and  1 anv  not  pre- 
paid to  accept  that  it  has  had  an  injurious 
effect  on  the' movement. " 

The  amendment  was  seconded  by  another 
Eccles  delegate. 

The  Burslem  ai.d  Weston-super-Mare  amend- 
ments were  withdrawn  in  favour  of  that  sent  in 
by  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society. 

All.  Neville  advance!  the  Woolwich  amend- 
ment. Seeing  that  the. auditors  alleged  certain 
irregularities,  lie  said  it  was  imperative  that 
the  inquiry  should  proceed.  It  would  clear  the 
uii  and  do  substantial  good. 

Air.  Upson  (Warrington)  seconded.  One  must 
not  play  fast  and  loose  with  large  sums  of  co- 
operative money. 

Air,  Young  repudiated  the  statement  that  the 
responsibility  for  the  alleged  irregularities  had 
been  fix^d. 

Mr.  Neville,  replying  to  Eccles.  said  the  inquiry 
affected  policy,  - with-  which  the  auditors  had 
nothing  to  do. 

The  President  stated:  “Since  this  matter 
came  under  investigation,  it  has  had  our  closest 
attention,  and  every  step  has  been  taken  to  safe- 
. guard  your  interests  in  the  joint  undertaking.” 
The  voting  was  taken  as  follows: — Bolton: 
For,  37;  against,  265.  Eccles* : For,  24  ; against, 
214.  Royal  Arsenal  For,  195;  agairfst  97. 
Failsworth  : For,  86;  against,  221. 

Employees’  Compulsory  Membership. 

The  Anchor  resolution  was  formally  moved  and 
set  onded. 

Air.  Beech  put  forth  the  Pendleton  amend- 
ment. “ We  get  married  when  we’re  about 
twenty- one,.”  he  said,  “ and  that  is  the  time  to 
join  a store.” 

Air.  Norris,  (Liverpool)  opposed,  because  the 
proposal  destroyed  the  spirit  of  the  movement, 
which  was  voluntary.  You  cannot  force  by  law 
a man  to  purchase  at  your  society,  if  he  is  a 
member  of  your  stnff.  Why  force  him  to  bec.ome 
a lbember  of  the  society?". 

A Voice  : Co-operative  divertors  are  wrong  ii 
employing  them.  (Hear,  hoat\) 

Mr.  Roe  (Failsworth) : We  are  against  the  re- 


solution because  of  the  compulsion  behind  it. 
The  same  thing  will  be  used  back  against  us  by 
private  people  employing  some  who  are  co-opera- 
tive officials.  , t , 

Air.  Rogers  (Chester):  The  fact  that  we  have 
4,500.000  co-operators  is  not  the  fruit  ot 
coercion.  . . , 

\ Delegate:  We  are  more  like  typical  era- 
plovers  than  co-operators.  The  credentials  of 
the  trade  union  ought  to  be  the  sufficient  cre- 
dentials for  employment  in  the  co-operative 
movement.  , 

The  President : The  directors  ask  you  to  reject 

both.  t -r.  oo 

The  voting  was: — Pendleton:  I1  or,  32; 
against,  270.  Anchor:  For,  23;  against,  26/. 
Both  were  therefore  lost. 

No  Cut  in  Directors’  Salaries. 

Now  came  the  Newbiggin  motion,  which  was 
taken  as  moved.  . 

Mr.  Norris,  for  the  Liverpool  amendment,  said 
they  '-.bought  it  too  drastic  to  reduce  the  salaries 
by  one-quarter,  as  proposed.  , 

Mr.  Richardson  introduced  the  amendment  ot 
Great  gild  Little  Bolton,  remarking,  amid  laugh- 
ter. “we  know  how  the  directors  have  to  be 
kept,  and  also  dress.” 

The  London  amendment  was  taken  as  moved. 
Air.  Young  fathered  the  Eccles  amendment. 

A Loekhurst  Lane  Delegate  said  to  be  regu- 
lated bv  the  National  Union  of  Co-operative  Offi- 
cials and  the  North-Western  Wages  Board  was 
altogether  unfair.  (Hear,  kfear.) 

Mr.  Neville  (Royal  Arsenal)  opposed  both 
motion  anil  amendments.  The  salaries  of  such 
;ui  institution,  doing  a trade  of  seventy  millions 
and  of  500  millions  in  hanking,  must  be  kept 
oil  commercial  lines,  and  £850  a year  was  not  too 
much  fur  directors  with  such  great  responsibili- 
ties. , .... 

The  President : This  is  a big  commercial  insti- 
tution, and  it  will  ever  grow,  providing  you  have 
the  right  men  at  the  head  and  among  the  rank- 
and-file.  In  the  highest  interests  of  tine  move- 
ment. you  should  select  the  most  intellectual, 
and  the  most  moral  men  as  well,  to  discharge 
the  business  of  the  institution.  (Hear,  hear.) 
And  if  you  want  that  type  of  men.  how  are  you 
going  ti>  "et  them?  Other  institutions  pay  for 
brains.  My  time  on  this  board  is  short— only 
two  more  years;  and  so  far  as  money  is  con- 
cerned,. I am  a millionaire  in  ■'elation  to  my 
want..  But  I am  looking  forward  tortile  larger 
interests  of  the  institution,  and’  1 say  that  £850 
a year  is  not  a great  temptation  to  bring  out  the 
best  brains  tlfht  we  can  find  in  the  United  King- 
dom on  to  the  board. 

The  tellers  aunotiiiised  the  voting  to  be:  — 
Liverpool:  For.  33;  against,  168.  Great  and 
Little  Bolton:  For,  83;  against,  134.  London: 
For,  17  ; against.  167.  Eccles  r For,  28;  aguinst, 
178.  Newbiggin  resolution:  For,  53,  aguinst, 
162.  Both  the  motion  and  all  the  amendments 
were  lost. 


CHRISTMAS  CHOCOLATES. 


COMPLAINTS  ABOUT  LATE  DELIVERY. 
DIRECTORS'  REBLY. 

Delegates  at  the  various  meetings  on  Saturday 
complained  tlrnt  orders  placed  with  the  C.W.S. 
for  chocolates  had  not  been  executed  in  time  for 
the  Christmas  trade. 

The  official  reply  to  the  complaints  was  as 
follows ; — 

The  committee  negret  that  the  deliveries  of 
chocolates  from  the  Luton  works  for  the  Christ- 
mas trjfde  have  not,  in  many  instances,  met  the 
requirements  ci  societies.  They  have  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  admit  that  deliveries  have  been  most 
unsatisfactory,  and  a drastic  organisation  of  the 
factory  is  imperative.  When  the  position  was 
realised  every  effort  was  madp  to  copo  with  the 
situation,  but  it  was  then  too  late  to  make  g<  ; d 
the  deficiency.  Stops  have  already  been  taken, 
and  further  steps  are  in  contemplation,  to  eusuie 
that  henceforth  the  interests  of.. societies  shall 
be  sufficiently  safeguarded. 


SHOULD  THE  INQUIRY 

PROCEED  ? 

WESTERN  SOCIETIES  IN  FAVOUR. 
POINTS  ABOUT  BANKING. 

Tub  Western  divisional  meeting  was  held  on 
the  promises  of  the  Wholesale  Society,  Bristol, 
when  123  delegates  were  present,  representing 
thirtv-.-even  societies.  Mr.  H.  J.  Young* 
(director)  presided,  and  was,  supported  by 
Messrs.  Fleming  and  Bradshaw  (co-uireetoi  si 
and  Alessrs.  Worrall  (bank  department),  Smith 
(auditor),  and  White  (Bristol  office). 

Banking. 

Air.  Chappell  (Gloucester)  wished  to  know 
whether  the  decrease,  as  shown,  was  in  the  with- 
drawals or  deposits,  as  from  the  report  it  was 
difficult  to  ascertain  this. 

Mr.  Dunning  (Worcester)  thought  the  lime 
had  arrived  when  receipts  for  deposits  paid  to 
the  Wholesale  should  be  sent  in  dosed  envelopes 
and  not  open,  as  at  present.  Members  were 
objecting  to  this-course. 

Air.  Worrall  (platform) \sa id  that  the  postage 
on  these  receipts  was  very  heavy.  The  matter, 
however,  should  be  gone  into  with  the  bank 
manager  with  a view  of  seeing  what  could  be 
done. 

Biscuit  Works. 

Delegates  from  Bristol,  Twerton,  and  Brad- 
ford-on-Avon  complained  of  the  bad  quality  ol 
biscuits  from  the  Cardiff  biscuit  works. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  these  works  had 
only  recently  been  taken  over.  They  had  been 
reorganised,  and  he  hoped  that  they  would  soon 
be  in  the  same  position  as  Crumpsall. 

Bristol  Corset  Factory. 

Air.  .Marks  (Bristol)  noted  the  small  output 
at  this  factory,  to  which  Air.  Fleming  replied, 
stating  that  owing  to  a large  accumulated  stoek 
of  corsets  at  Desbofough  works  the  two 
factories  were  working  in  conjunction  with  each 
other,  with  a view  of  clearing;  therefore,  ol 
fate,  they  could  not  give  continuous  employment 
•to  the  Bristol  factory. 

Notices  of  Motion. 

The  Failsworth  motion,  relative  to  Special 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  was  duly  moved  a d 
seconded. 

Mr.  Clements  (Cardiff)  stated  that  ha  w.  s 
going  to  speak  against  the  Eccles  unirr-d:ue:.t. 
which  stated  that  “The  auditors  be  lurih  r 
instructed  to  investigate  the  matter.”  in: 
.auditors  were  appointed  by  the  societies  to  sa re- 
guard  their  interests.  Their  report  was  sene,  i « 
the  societies  via  the  directors,  and  which  h.  u 
simply  been  redd  to  the  shareholding  societies. 
He  defied  any  man  to  get  a full  grip  of  im- 
position )>y  simply  having  it.  read  to  him.  it 
was  the  directors  duty  to  pass  the  auditvr*' 
report  on  to  the  societies,  so  that  they  cou.d 
"deal  with  it. 

Air.  Farrell  (Royal  Arsenal)  said  that  th  ■ 
societies  in  Scotland  had  been  made  acquainted 
v,  th  the  report,  and  had  decided  (riglitlj’  or 
wrongly)  not  to  proceed  with  the  inquiry.  'Die 
Fails'll irth  Society  was  now  asking  that  the 
suggested  inquiry'  should  not  proceed  further. 
Seeing  that  the  committee  had  been  set  up  to 
go  into  the  matter  it  should  proceed:  and  he 
hoped  the  auditor*  would  assist  them.  He 
hoped  the  delegates  present  would  support  the 
Arsenal's  amendment. 

Mr.  Gent  (Radstock)  seconded. 

The  voting  on  the  amendments^  was  as 
follows: — Bolton,  for  5,  against  118;  Eccles,  for 
3,  against  120;  Burslem,  for  0.  against  123; 
YVeston-super-AIare,  tor  0,  against  123;  Royal 
Arsenal  for  123,  against  0. 

The  Failsworth  Society's  resolution  received 
one  vote,  and  there  were  122  agaiust. 
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for  the  officials.  If  there  was  a necessity  for  a 
high  war  wage  then  it  must  still  be  so  at  the 
bottom.  ' 

Air.  Clements  (Cardiff)  compared  the  salary 
paid  to  the  directors  with  that  paid  to  oiiicials 
of  outside  commercial  concerns,  and  it  was 
nowhere  near  the  mark  taking  into  account  thoir 
responsibilities.  The  speaker  maintained  that 
the  sacrifices  which  the  directors  had  made  had 
not  been  recognised. 

Air.  Smith  (auditor),  referring  to  the  auditors 
and  the  services  renderfed,  said  that  taking  into 
account  the  responsibilities  and  the  anxieties 
the  sum  paid  to  them  was  very  much  lower  than 
what  would  be  considered  fair  for  auditors  doing 
similar  work  in  other  organisations. 

Air.  Fleming  (platform)  said  it  was  an 
exceedingly  difficult  matter  for  anyone  per- 
sonally interested  in  to  .speak  upon.  The  chair- 
man had  given  no  lead  to  file  meeting  because, 
as  a board,  they  had  decided  to  leave  the  matter 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates. 

The  voting  on  the  amendments  was 
follows ; —Liverpool  amendment,  for  0.  against 
120;  Bolton,  for  92,  against  18;  London,  for 
11,  against  89:  l.eelqs,  for  0.  against  120.  For 
the  Newbiggin  motion  there  were  four  delegate* 
in  favour  and  85  against. 


Anchor  Society’s  Motion. 

The  Chairman  asked  the  delegates  to  oppose 
this. 

Mr.  Marks  (Bristol)  1 stated  that  they  had 
been  asked  by  the  Pendleton  Society  to  formally 
move  their  amendment,  but  at  the  same  time 
they  were  in  a difficulty,  and  would  like  to  know 
exactly  what  was  meant  by  it.  Did  if  mcai- 
that  a co-operative  society  must  be  fur  mod 
each  of  the  C.W  .S.  depots.  The  prom  i |>i ‘ ' 
for  the  employees  to  do  their  business  was  wiCi 
the  local  society. 

Mr.  Haskins  (East  Twerton)  said  lliut  iD- 
had  been  asked  by  Pendleton  to  second  ■ ■ 
motion,  and  lie  had  pleasure  in  doing  su. 

A Delegate  said  that,  from  what,  lie  knew 
the  Industrial  and 'Provident  Societies  Act,  > 
employee  coukl  he  compelled  to  become  1 
member  of  a retail  society. 

The  voting  was  as  follow*  : — Pendleton  amen  !- 
ment,  for  19.  against  104;  Anchor  motion,  lor 
0.  against  T23. 

Newbiegin’s  Proposal. 

AH.  Pope  (Bristol)  desired  to  know  wlietliei 
any  of  the  directors  at  the  present  time. 'or  in 
the  past,  held  positions  in  other  concerns  beside- 
the  C.W.S. , and  whether,  any  remuneration  had 
been  received. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  he  did  not  think 
any  of  them  did  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Geqt  (Rads took)  thought  it  was  a pity 
that  this  organisation  could  not  set  up  the 
necessary  machinery  for  settling  the  director* 
salaries  rather  than  the  matter  should  come 
before  meetings  of  that  character. 

Air.  Paveley  (Weymouth)  spoke  at  some 
length  on  this  matter,  and  said  it  was  qfflt® 
time  the  directors  had  a reduction. 

Mr.  Marks  (Bristol)  said  the  increase  w.i* 
given  to  the  directors  when  conditions  were  ' 1 1 
normal,  and  if  war-time  conditions  were  go"1' 
for  the  rank  and  file  then  they  were  also  goue 
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INQUIRY  OPPOSED. 

FAILSWORTH  RESOLUTION  ADOPTED  AT  LONDON. 


EMPLOYEES  AS  CO-OPERATORS. 


DELEGATES  AGAINST  COMPULSORY  MEMBERSHIP. 


FEMALE  LABOUR. 

SHOULD  THE  MARRIED  WOMAN 

GIVE  WAY  TO  THE  SINGLE? 

POLICY  PURSUED  AT  CLOTHING 

FACTORIES. 

Some  time  ago  the  question  of  the  employment 
of  married  wonv&ii  m G.W.S.  factories  was 
raised  at  the  Midland  divisional  meetiim,  and  on 
Saturday,  at  Old  Bustard  (Nottingham),  a 
•Stanton  Hall  delegate  inquired  whether  the 
directors  had  anything  to  report  regarding  it. 

The  question  was  raised  on  the  paragraph  in 
the  report  dealing  with  the  Huthwniie  hosiery 
factory,  and  Mr.  Charter,' who  replied,  indicated 
the  policy  which  tho  directors  pursued  not  only 
in  regard  to  Huthwaite,  but  the  whole  of  tiie 
clothing,  corset,  and  hosiery  factories. 

Mr.  T.  Adams  (finance  committee)  presided, 
and  with  him  in  addition  to  Air.  Charter,  who 
represented  the  drapery  committee,  were  two 
members  of  the  grceerv  nomniitteo  in  Messrs.  W . 
E.  Dudley  and  A.  E.  Threadgill.  and  Mr.  \Y.  H. 
Egerton  (general  office),  Mr.  D.  M’ Lines  ux 
director  of  the  C.W.S.)  was  in  tho  audience  as  a 
delegate  from  the’  Lincoln  Soviet;. . hut  he  was 
invited  by  the  chairman  to  sit  with  his  former1 
colleagues.  There  were  174  delegates  present 
from  fifty-two  societies,  n&  well  as  fifths? n ‘visitors. 

A Hosiery  Boom. 

A Delegate  inquired  whether,  the  prospects  of 
tho  Huthwaite  hosiery  factory  were  any  brighter. 
There  seemed  to  be  a boom  in  the  huoiery  trade, 
and  he  would  like  to  know  whether  this  factory 
was  participating  in  it. 

All'.  Charter  said  there  might  be  an  improve- 
ment in  the  hosiery  trade  in  some  districts,  but  it 
was  not  general.  They  had  a very  large  stock 
at  the  hosiery'  factory,  and  did 'not  think  it  ad- 
visable to  increase  it  until  the  deuiand  from 
societies  warranted  it. 

Position  of  Married  Women. 

Then  came  the  question  regarding  .the  employ- 
ment of  married  women  in  the  society's  factories. 

Mr.  Charter,  in  hjs  reply,  said  that  married 
women  were  not  employed  in  any  of  their  fac- 
tories except  for  a very  good  reason.  Tltat  was 
to  say,  ability  being  equal  the  unmarried  woman 
had  the  first  opportunity,  but  it  was  somewhat 
hard  on  the  married  woman  whose  husband  was 
unemployed,  and  who  was  very  capable  at  her 
work,  if  she  had  to  be  disdluirged  in  ordter  to 
retain  the  services  of  an  unmarried  woman  who 
was  not  so  capable  at  her  work.  So  far  as  they 
knew  no  married  woman  was  engaged  in  any  of 
their  factories  except  under  these  conditions.  It 
was  the  woman  who  had  no  other  means  of  sup- 
port that  was  engaged,  provided,  of  course  -she 
had  the  requisite  ability. 

Thanks  to  “ News  ” Advertisement. 

A Ten  Acres  Delegate  asked  why  supplies  from 
the  Broughton  shirt  factory  were  not  reaching 
societies  more  promptly,  particularly  the  adver- 
tised 5s.  lid.  soiit. 

Mr.  Charters  said  it  was  distinctly  pointed  out 
that  this  was  a special  line  in  shirts  in  order  to 
keep  the  factory  going  and  u«e  up  the  material 
they  had  in  hand.  But  the  advertisement  in  the 
'•  Co-operative  News  ” drew  <so  much  trade  that 
they  were  unable  to  cope  with  it  for  the  time 
being.  Now,  however,  societies  need  have  no 
fear  about  placing  orders  with  any  of  their  fac- 
tories for  shirts. 

Orders  for  Private  Firms. 

A Leicester  Delegate  asked  if  it  was  true  that 
private  firms  were  receiving  orders  from  the 
C.W.S. 

Mr.  Charter  said  that  eo  far  as  he  was  aware 
no  private  firm  was  receiving  orders  for  boots 
similar  to  which  the  Wholesale  itself  was  manu- 
facturing. It  would,  of  course,  lie  understood 
that  it  was  impossible  for  , the  Wholesale  to 
manufacture  every  class  of  hoot.  The  lessened 
spending  power  of  the  people  had  created  a 
demand  for  a cheaper  olass  of  boot  than  the 
sooiety  would  care  to  produce,  because  there  was 
a margin  below  which  they  could  not  go  and 
guarantee  the  quality  of  the  article;  and  where 
that  demand  had  to  be  met  by  the  Wholesale 
Society  the  boots  were  nought  outride. 

Washing  “ Dirty  Linen.” 

Mr.  Kenworthy.  (Failsworth),  iu  moving  his 
society’s  resolution,  said  they  "thought  the  deci- 
«ion  of  the  previous  meeting  was  arrived  at  some- 
what hastily  and  without  due  consideration  of 
the  issues  involved.  It  would  be  a.  wise  move  to 
let,  thi'  matter  drop,  for  if  there  was  one  tiling 
that  would  suit  a certain  section  of  the  press  and 
private  enterprise  it  was  another  nasty  report, 
to  be  published  right  throughout  tho  country  in 
order  to  show  the  Wholesale  Society  in  a bad 
light.  If  they  had  any  dirty  linen  to  wash  let 
them  keep  it  to  themselves  and  see  that  they  did 
not  dirty  it  again. 

Mr.  Lockwood  (Coalville)  seconded  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Hampton  (Birmingham)  said  they  at 
Birmingham  were  anxious  that  the  inquiry 
should  proceed,  and  invited  the  delegates  to 
oppose  the  resolution.  It  was  not  so  ipueh  a 
question  of  money.  They  believed  one  or  more 
directors  had  played  with  the  honour  and  prestige 
of  tho  movement,  and  that  was  a thing  they 
were  not  prepared  toilet  go  by. 

Mr.  Shepherd  (Woolwich),  in  moving  his 
society’s  amendment,  asked  the  delegates  not  to 
- be  afraid  of  publicity,  but  show  the  world  that 
they  nad  a clean  organisation. 

A lengthy  discussion  followed,  at  the  close  of 
which  tho  resolution  was  adopted  by  89  voles  to 
51  votes.  Bolton  amendment  was  defeated  by 


Mn.  A.  W.  Goligutly  presided  at  the  London 
meeting,  and  was  supported  by  Messrs.  W:  R. 
Blair,  T.  I.iddle,  and  J.  Penny  (directors), 
Messrs.  T.  Goodwin  (bank  manager),  T.  Lan- 
caster (solicitor),  13.  Tetlow  (auditor),  Rnd  W.  E. 
S.  Cock  (London  office).  There  were  present  524 
delegates,  representing  122  societies. 

The  Present  Position. 

The  Chairman,  commenting  on  the  report, 
staled  that  they  would  observe  the  sales  were 
va-ry  much  down  in  amount.  Tln.ro  was  a de- 
ceased volume  of  trade,  and  there  was  also  a 
big  decrease  in  values.  The  prices  of  commodi- 
ties had  gone  down,  and  the  comparisons  were 
ve/y  difficult  Co  make. , 

In  tho  opinion  of  tho  directors,  they  had 
nearly  reached  the  bottom  of  the  slump  in  the 
main,  and  thoy  wore  looking  hopefully  forward 
«o  a better  state  of  things. 

The  same  thing  applied  to  tho  productive  de- 
partments in  a lesser  degree.  There  was  not  a 
balance  sheet  issued  at  that  meeting,  as  it  was 
not  the  end  of  the  accounting  period,  but  it  was 
only  right  to  say  that  at  that  interim  meeting 
they  must  expect  a loss  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year. 

The  Bank  Staff.  0 

Mr.  W.  Rogers  (Northampton)  raised  a ques- 
tion with  respect  to  a circular  sent  around  to 
societies  in  relation  to  the  salaries  of. the  staff 
at  tho  bank.  He  asked  whether  this  was  issued 
with  the  hoard’s  knowledge. 

The. Chairman  replied  that  a deputation  from 
the  bank  officials  had  attended'  before  the  wages 
committee.  This  was  a difficult  period  in  which 
to  adjust  tUe  permanent  salaries.  Tho  position 
,of  the  tank  staff  was  fully  before  the  directors, 
and  would  be  scrutinised  at  the  proper  time. 

Acton  Jam  Works. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  he  understood  at 
the  last  meeting  a statement  was  made  by  a 
delegate  that  190  tons  of  fruit  had  been  lost  at 
tho  Acton  jam  factory.  The  matter  had  been 
adjusted  satisfactorily  on  both  sides  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  statement,  and  a regret  expressed 
that  ibis,  statement  should  have  been  made. 
(Applause,)  j >-.  -•  • 

-The'report/wias  then  approved. 

The  Purchase  of  Property. 

On-  the  recommendation  with  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  property  at  Reading,  delegates  from 
ilia;  town  criticised  the  price  promised  to  bo 
paid,  and  urged  that  possibly  letter  terms 
might  have  been  arranged  if  the  local  society 
had  been  consulted. 

Mr.  Pulliam  (Ipswich)  also  urged  that  local 
societies  should  be  consulted  before  purchases 
were  made,  and  these  should  lx?  done  through  a 
third  party.  He  mentioned  a purchase  made 
bv  the  C.W.S.  at  Olay  don,  near  Ipswich,  and 
lie  contended  the  price  given  was  excessive. 

The  Chairman  gave  a lull  explanation  of  the 
purchases  referred  to.  and  as  to  the  steps  taken 
by  the  board  to  obtain  the  land  at  reasonable 
prices. 

Tho  recommendations  were  approved,  as  were 
also  the  proposals  with  regard  to  the  British 
Empire  Exhibition,  and  tile  Crystal  Palace 
Festival. 

The  Proposed  Committee  of  Inquiry. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  proposed  the  Failsworth 
motion,  (le  reminded  the  delegates  that  the 
Scottish  societies- had  turned  down  the  proposal 
, Tor  the  appointment  of  a special  committee.  In 
Lancashire  tliero  had  been  a campaign  against 
tho  CAWS,  from  the  opposition  press,  and  this 
was  likely  to  be  renewed  if  a further  report  was 
presented  and  tho  members  insisted  on  “ washing 
their  dirty  linen  in  public.”  They  had  already 
had  a splendid  and  detailed  report  from  the 
auditors,  and  this  warranted  them  in  saying  that 
this  matter  should  come  to  an  end. 

Mr,  Rogers  (Northampton),  in  seconding,  said, 
with  all  due  respect  to  those  who  had  been 
elected  on  the  committee,  lie  ventured  to  assert 
'that.  it.  was  impossible  for  them  to  know  all  tho 
ramifications  of  this  particular  business  more 
than  -.iu  people  who  hod  audited  the  accounts 
could . When  the  report  was  issued  it.  would 
givj  ' nice  little  tit-bits”  for  the  opposition 
press  to  dish  up  once  more.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Forber  proposed  the  amendment  standing 
m the  name  of  the  Great  and  Little  Bolton 
Society . He  staled  that  his  society  was  entirely 
against  the  concluding  clause  of  the  Failsworth 
motidb.  The  auditors  had  reported  that  the 
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119  votes  to  (5,  Eocles  by  108  votes  to  25,  and 
Royal  Arsenal  i>y  85  votes  to  51. 

Anchor  Resolution. 

The  Chairman,  eri  behalf  of  the  board,  asked 
the  delegates  to  reject  the  Anchor  resolution  and 
1 lie  Pendleton  amendment,  and  the  request  was 
complied  with  practically  no  discussion. 

Reduction  in  Salaries. 

The  Nowbiggin  resolution,  relative  to  reduc- 
tion in  salaries,  was  defeated  by  103  votes  to 
nine  votes.  Of  the  various  amendments  Bolton 
and  London  received  majority  votertyas-  follow  s : 
Bolton,  54  against  48,  and  Lorjdon,  47  against 
34.  The  Liverpool  amendment  was  defeated  by 
77  votes  to  3,  and  Eeeles  by  3S  to  66-. 


accounts  were  incorrect  and  not  according  to  law. 
Did  anyone  suggest  that  this  statement  should 
ho  covered  up  and  nothing  further  done?  Tho 
report  would  have  to  be  presented  to  the  Regis- 
trar, and  woujd  he  be  satisfied  with  this  resolu- 
tion that  lio  further  action  should  be  taken  - 

Mr.  R.  Wale  (Royal  Arsenal)  proposed  the 
amendment  from  his  society.  Ho  was  surprised 
that  tiie  directors  had  not  given  them  a lead  -ou 
that  occasion.  He  contended  that  the  committee 
of  inquiry  should  bo  proceeded  with  by  tho  four 
members  instead  of  six.  The  auditors  would  uot 
have  taken  the  course  they  had  dono- had  they 
not  regarded  it  as  a serious  matter. 

Ml'.  Reynolds  (Royal  Arsenal)"  seconded. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Mrs.  Palmer 
(Southampton)  Messrs.  I’ulham  (Ipswich),  Won-, 
nacott  (Plymouth),  J.  King  (London),  Birch 
(Royal  Arsenal),  Turnbull  (Dartford).  Davis 
(Plymouth),  and  Wnybrew  (Enfield  Highway). 

The  Chairman  said  if  the  societies  wanted  the 
inquiry,  the  board  would  raise  no  obi-;  tion.  It 
was  for  the  delegates  to  decide  whether  they 
would  have  it  or  not.  He  explained  that  since 
the  affair  was  reported  certain  members  of  the 
board  had  been  burning  the  candle  at  both  ends 
night  and  day  in  investigating  and  reorganising 
this  particular  department  with  a knowledge 
that  r.o  committee  of  inquiry  could  get  'in  the 
next  mx  years. 

The  voting  resulted  as  fellows-: — Failsworth 
motion  (carried):  For,  262;  against,  203.  Bol- 
ton: For.  14;  against,  400.  Eccles : For,  9; 
against,  371.  Royal  Arsenal : For,  209  ; against, 
2)6. 

Employees  as  Co-operators. 

An  Anchor  Society’s  Delegate  proposed  his 
oi’iciy  s motion.  He  statea  that  the  Anchor 
nonc-ty  had  sought  to  increase  their  membership 
in  the  East  End  of  London,  where  they  were  met 
with  Die  excuse:  ” Before  you  come  to  us,  why 
don't  you  get  your  own  workmen  to, join?” 

Mr.  Mark  Clear  ( Sheer  ness) , in  supporting, 
said  it  was  incumbent  upon  employees  to  be 
trade  unionists;  surely  they  ought  to  be  identi- 
fied With  the  distributive  societies. 

A South  Suburban  Delegate,  in  opposing,  said 
they  could  not  make  a co-operator  by  coercion 
any  more  than  they  could  make  a man  sober  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Rogers  (Northampton)  moved  the  Pendle- 
ton amendment. 

Mr.  Warner  (Grays)  seconded.  • 

The  Chairman  asked  the-meeting  to  reject  the 
proposals.  He  asked  them  to  proceed  on  the 
line  of  making  good  co-operators  by  convincing 
them. 

The  voting  resulted  as  follows: — Anchor 
motion : For.  61 ; against,  254.  Pendleton 

amendment:  For,  95;  against,  166. 

Directors’  Salaries— Reduction  Defeated. 

On  reaching  the  Newbiggin  motion,  the  Chair- 
man remarked  : ” l am  going  to  ask  you  to  turn 
down  this  item.”  (Laughter.) 

This  proposal  and  the  Liverpool  amendment 
were  formally,  submitted  in  tho  absence  of  dele- 
gates from  those  societies. 

Mr.  Forber  proposed  the  amendment  of  the 
Bolton  Society.  He  statdd  that  in  the  reduction 
of  wages  which  was  taking  place,  it  could  not  be 
reasonably  argued  that  they  could  drop  the  wages 
of  everybody  else  and  allow  the  salaries  of  the 
directors  to  remain  at  the  figure  they  now  stood. 
Tho  reduction,  however,  should  bo  a reasonable 
one,  and  his  committee  had  •suggested  that  it 
should  be  10  per  cent.,  excluding  the  scrutineers, 
who  had  not  shared  in  the  increases  to  the  same 
extent. 

Tho  discussion  was  -continued  by  Messrs. 
Clear  (Sheerness)  and  Fitzgerald  (Failsworth). 

Mr.  Whitfield  proposed  tho  London  Society’s 
amendment.  He  pointed  out  that,  in  spite  of 
the  reductions  in  salaries  which  had  taken  place, 
tho  directors  were  still  being  paid  £850  a year. 
He  considered  that  if  tho  carman’s  wages  were 
reduced,  those  at  the  top  should  set.  an  example 
in  consenting  to  a reduction.  Tho  reduction 
should  1k>  spread  over  tho  whulo  concern  belong- 
ing tb  the  C.W.S. 

Mr.  King  (London)  seconded,  and  the  amend- 
ment. was  supported  by  Mr.  Adams  (Loudon). 

Tho  Chairman  explained  that  it  was  true  there 
had  been  a considerable  advance  in  tho  directors’ 
salaries.  He  hoped  that  they  were  not  going  to 
join  with  the  agitation  of  those  who  were  trying 
tn  bring  wages  down  to  a pre-war  level.  Ho  re- 
minded tho  delegates'  that  the  duties  of  the 
directors  were  now  ten-fold  compared  with  the 
time  v.  hen  he  first  came  on  the  board.  There 
was  not  a director  of  any  concern  in  this  country 
who  had  the  responsibilities  and  duties  they  had 
to  perform  who  did  not  get  at  least  £2,000  a 
year. 

The  voting  was  declared  as  follows: — New- 
biggin motion:  For,  16;  against.  228.  Liver- 
pool: For.  28;  against,  203.  Bolton : For,  58; 
against.  167.  London:  For,  116;  against,  181. 
Eccles:  For,  39;  against,  181. 

Tho  Time  of  Meeting. 

In  i ringing  forward  the  Maldon " motion,  the 
society’s  representative  said  they  had  seen  the 
necessity  of  altering  the  time  by  what  had  taken 
place  that  day.  The  Chairman  had  been  unable 
to  hold  the  meeting  after  four,  and  some  of  the 
platform  litrtT  to  leave  before  the  finish  in  order 
to  catch  their  trains. 

A Grays  Delegate  opposed,  on  tho  ground  that 
one  o’clock  was  too  early  an  hour  for  working 
men  to  reach  the  meeting.  . . 

The  motion  was  defeated  by  a large  majority. 


iii. 

SALARY  QUESTION. 

DISCUSSION  AT  CUMBERLAND 

MEETING. 

VARIED  VIEWS. 


The  Cumberland  divisional  meeting  wa»  held 
in  the  Co-operative.  Hall,  Carlisle,  on  Saturday 
Mr.  G.  Hayllmrst  (director)  presided  and  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  C.  Marshall  and  J.  English 
(co-directors),  and  Messrs.  Plant  (hanking  de- 
partment), and  Bleuch  (Newcastle  office).  Forty 
delegates,  representing  twenty  societies,  were 
present. 

Short-Time  and  Loyalty. 

Mr.  W.  Larkin  (Cleator  Mcor)  asked  if  they  1 
could  be  informed  how  many  of  their  factories 
were  working  short-time.  This  information 
might  lead  to  increased  loyalty  to  the  CAV.S. 

The  Chairman : Seventy  per  cent,  are  working 
short-time. 

Mrs-.  Fyfe  (Carlisle)  asked  with  regard  to 
boots  and  shoos,  whether  the  CAV.S.  wore  still 
under  Government  disabilities  in  sending  out. 
stock,  or  were  they  prepared  to  take  orders  with- 
-eut  sending  Government  goods  and  such  like? 

Mr.  English  pointed  out  the  difficulties  they 
had  had  to  faoe,  and  hoped  they  would,  with  ~ 
better  organisation,  be  in  a position  to  supply 
all  goods  from  the  hoot,  and  shoo  factories,  fii 
reply  to  Mr.  Irving  (Carlisle),  Mr.  English  added 
that  he  agreed  they  had  been  .sending  out  far  too 
many  boots  that  were  not  their  own  moke,  and 
they  were  not  satisfied  with  it,  but  there  were 
huge  stocks  on  hand,  and  they  had  to  bo  sold. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Done  All  They  Could. 

The  Chairman,,  referring  to  the  Failsworth 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  inquiry,  said  a full 
statement  was  given  at  the  last  quarterly  nictL- 
ing,  and  since  then  all  they  could  do  had  been 
clone. 

Mr.  -Sheldon  (Failsworth)  moved  the  motion 
standing  in  time  society'.,  namo,  mid  observed 
that  what  ought  to  influence  dll  of  them*  was 
what  would  help  tho  movement  in  this  time  of 
trouble,  and  assuredly  the  proposed  inquiry 
would  not. 

Mr.  Ferguson  (Mary port)  seconded. 

Mr.  Thompson  (Carlisle)  said  his  committee 
decided  to  vote  for  the  committee  of  inquiry  t» 
proceed.  Personally,  he  had  a good  knowledge 
of  many  of  the  matters,  but  they  had  not  got  the 
full  facts  yet.  He  refused  to  take  hi*  instruc- 
tions from  Scotland.  (Laughter.)  They  wcie 
Englishmen.  It  was  not  a question  whether  the 
appointment  of  a commit  t^e  was  legal.  Thu 
question  was,  wa§  it  morally  iu  order? 

Mr.  Armstrong  (Broughton  Moor)  spoke  iii 
favour  of  the  resolution,  observing  that  he  dal 
not  think  they  would  be  given  more  information 
than  was  given  at  the  hist  meeting. 

Mr.  Thoma«  alfjo  supported  the  resolution, 
observing  that  a re-opening  of  the  matter  would 
only  serve  for  another  Press  campaign  against 
thorn, 

Mr.  Walker  (Penrith)  also  support; : i the  reso- 
lution, as  did  Miss  Church  (Workington).  The 
committee  had  given  them  the  assurance  that  ‘ 
they  had  put  their  house  m order.  Slid  accepted 
i hat  statement,  and  was  willing  to  wait  until  t in- 
next  great  mistake.  Then  she  would'  criticise 
them  fearlessly. 

Tho  voting  was  as  follows: — For  the  motion, 

2‘l  ; against,  6.  For  the  Great  and  Little  Bolton 
amendment,  8;  against,  19.  For  tho  Eccles 
amendment,  0;  against,  22.  For  tho  Royal 
Arsenal  amendment,  5;  against,  18. 

Employees  and  Membership. 

Mr.  Redmond  (Cleator  Moor)  moved  the 
Anchor  Society's  motion,  which  received  two 
votes,  21  voting  against.  Two  voted  for  the 
Pendleton  amendment  and  11  against. 

Suggested  Reductions  in  Salaries. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply  to  a delegate,  said  the 
shareholding  societies  did  not  increase  their 
salaries  to  anything  liko  the  proportion  of  1 he, 
cose  of  living.  He  proceeded  t<>  refer  to  tli** 
responsibilities  of  the  office  and  tho  inadequacy 
of  the  salary  as  compared  to  others  in  simibn 
positions,  while  they  had  employees  u ho  were 
getting  double,  if  not  more,  than  the  amount 
they  (the  directors)  were  getting,  so  that  he 
didn't  thirfk  it  was  fair  to  take  a reduction. 

Mr.  Ferguson  id  lie  . .aid  not  quite  umi.  i- 
td and  why  the  statement  the  chairman  had  made 
could  not  have  been  put  before  the  various  Com- 
mittees of  the  retail  -ocieties  prior  to  this 
meeting.  Had  that  been  done  it.  might  have 
altered  decisions  they  nil  had  probably  arrived 
at,  and.it  put  them  all  in  a very  awkward 
position . 

Tile  Chairman  : Wo  did  not  like  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Ferguson:  But  you  have  given  it  to-day, 
and  what  is  the  difference? 

Mr.  English  supported  the  chairman’s  remarks. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  lie  supported  the  amend- 
ment in  favour  of  a 15  per  cent,  reduction.  They 
looked  upon  it  not  as  a r<  dm  I but  a o I 
adjustment.  It  was  in  operation  m every  spneri 
of  life  and  if  it  applied  i<>  the  bottom  dog,  why 
should  it  not  to  the  CAV.S  directors-  Hu 
should  like  to  point  out  that  it  was  not.  it  carried, 
a 15  per  cent,  reduction  ; it  was  only  II  uer  cent., 
because  for  every  pound  they  only  lost  Us.. 
since  6s.  was  taken  in  Income  Tax.  (Much 
laughter.)  ..... 

The  voting  was  a*  roll.'-.  > v.  1 h g : 1 1 . I 
0;  against,  30.  Eeeles:  For  U:  against,  2 . 
London  : For.  8;  against.  To.  WbltQii : I* or,  13; 
against.  4.  Liverpool:  For,  2;  against,  20. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  next  meeting  be  held  at 
Maryport. 


[Continued  at  toot  of  next  column.] 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS . 


January  14,  1922. 


A MAN  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

MR.  T.  E.  MOORHOUSE  LAID 

TO  REST. 

SCENES  AT  DELPH. 

In  the  little  hillside  churchyard  at  Delph,  open 
to  the  bleak  moorland  winds,  the  mortal  remains 
of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Edwin  .Moor  I louse  were 
laid  to  l est  on  Thursday  last  week.  Director  of 
the  C.W.S.,  president  of  the  Delph  Co-opern- 
tiv©  Society  and  the  Mechanics’  Institute,  and 
■prominently  associated  with  every  local  associa- 
tion which  had  for  its  object  the  uplifting  of  the 
working  people,  Mr.  Moorliouse  may  be  said  to 
have  given  his  life  to  work  for  his  fellows,  work 
whioli  he  never  hesitated  to  'carry  out  to  the 
> b'est  of  his  ability.  More  fitting  lines  to  his 
memory  could  not  be  found  than  those: — 

He  helped  the  world  upon  its  way. 

Despite  of  fault  of  word  or  deed, 

Mankind  yet  had  some  little  need  of  what 
he  gave.  • 

Many  Mourners. 

The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held,  not  only 
locally,  but  nationally,  was  evidenced  at  the 
funeral.  Despite  the  fact  that  it  was  a cold, 
frosty  dlay,  with  a keen  wind  blowing  from  the 
open  moors,  there  were  nearly  200  friends, 
business  colleagues,  and  representatives  from  co- 
operative and  other  organisations  present*. 
There  were  no  carriages.  A simple  procession 
was  formed  from  the  residence  in  High-street, 
the  coffin  being  carried  in  the  centre,  'file  co- 
operative premises  were  closed,  and  the  em- 
ployees and  committeemen  joined  the  mourners 
in  the  walk  up  the  hillside  to  the  Independent 
Church.  Here  a short  service  was  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  C'.  W.  Clarke,  who  also  performed  the 
last  rites  at  the  graveside  later. 

When  the  coffin  had  been  lowered  and  the  ser- 
vice was  concluded,  Mr.  G.  Thorper-J.P.  (presi- 
dent of  the  C.W.S.)  and  Mr.  H.  .T.  Wilkins 
(C.W.S.  director)  paid  a tribute  to  the  memory 
of  their  late  colleague. 

A Wise  Counsellor. 

“ That  his  spirit  still  lives  aud  enjoys  a greater 
freedom,  no  one  can  doubt,’’  said  Mr.  Thorpe. 
Continuing,  he  said,  they  all  sympathised  with 
the  family  who  had  lost  a very  good  father  and 
a wise  counsellor.  That  large  gathering  was 
indicative  to  all  of  them  of  the  widespread  in- 
fluence he  had  exercised  among  his  fellowmen, 
and  the  esteem  in  which  lie  had  been  held  and 
was  still  held.  He  came  from  the  people,  he  had 
always  stood  by  the  people,  and  he  remained  of 
the  people  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  had 
been  associated  with  their  departed  friend  fur  a 
period  of  thirty  years,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  . 
Mr.  Moorliouse  had  ever  turned  his  back  on  any 
great  principle  which  he  enunciated  thirty  or 
forty  years  ago.  The  world  was  poorer  by  his 
death.  If  there  Were  one  characteristic  more 
than  another  which  had  permeated  his  whole  life 
it  had  been  his  good  temper  in  every  circum- 
stance. His  life  would  be  an  example  -o  others. 

A Straightforward  Path. 

Those  of  them  who  had  had  the  opportunity  of 
close  association  with  their  departed  friend  had 
always  admired  the  definite,  straightforward 
path  he  had  trod,  said  Mr.  Wilkins.  There  were 
few  people  connected  with  the  -Wholesale 
Society  who  were  held  in  greater  respect  in  the 
south  than  Mr.  Moorliouse;  lie  had  always  been 
welcomed  and  admired  there  for  his  sbraiglit- 
fqrwanduess.  “ I had  the  pleasure  of  going  to 
the  West  Coast  of  Africa  some  time  ago.  Mr. 
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CHECKED,  BUT  NOT  DOWNHEARTED. 

“GINGER  GROUP”  CONSIDERS  THE  1920  TAX. 


NO  NEW  APPEAL,  BUT  RESISTANCE  POSSIBLE. 


FROM  OUR  OWN  REPORTER. 


Disposition  to  surrender  was  absent  from  the 
meeting,  held  on  Saturday.,  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  societies  that  constituted  what  was 
known  as  “ the  ginger  group.”  The  meeting,  in 
the  Berwick  Society’s  Hall,  Manchester,  was 
called  to  determine  whether,  in  view  of  the 
failure  of  the  appeal  to  the  Com- 

missioners of  Inoome  Tax  against  the 
Corporation  Profits  Tax  for  1920,  demand 
for  further  appeal  should  he  carried  to 

the  High  Court.  The  meeting  decided,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee,  that  such  a 
course  would  now  be  useless;  but  the  committee 
remains  in  being,  and  the  meeting  decided  that 
steps  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  whether,  or 
how  many  of,  the  110  subscribing  societies  were 
prepared  to  carry  their  protest  to  the  extent  of 
refusing  to  pay  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax. 

Councillor  Sutton  (Beswic-k)  presided  over  the 
meeting. 

Apologies  for  absence  were  notified  from  New- 
bottle,  Plymouth,  Kirkintilloch,  Kilmarnock, 
Southport,  Scarborough,  Asliington,  and  several 
other  societies. 

The  Committee’s  Activities. 

The  secretary  (Mr.  iVorswick,  Beswick)  gave 
a report  of  the  activities  of  the  group  since  fifteen 
societies,  at  a conference  in  February  last,  ap- 
pointed a committee  to  organise  a campaign  to 
test  the  legality  of  the  imposition  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Profits  Tax  on  co-openitive  societies. 
Opinion  of  counsel  had  been  taken,  and  sixty 
sorict'es,  representing  a tax  of  about  £16,500, 
had  sent  their  demand  notes  to  the  committee 
for  the  purposes  of  appeal.  Societies  repre- 
senting about  1S8,000  members  had  subscribed 
£1,850  4s.  9d.  to  carry  on  the  fight,  aud  other 
societies  had  given  the  committee  their  moral 
support.  Their  appeal  liad  been  heard  at  York 
House,  London,  on  December  9th,  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Income  Tax,  the  case  for  the  group 
having  been  submitted  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Brenner, 
who,  with  Mr.  J.  M.  Wylie,  had  been  engaged 
as  counsel.  The  appeal  was  decided  against 
them,  and  a case  was  stated  for  appeal  to  the 
High  Court.  Whether  that  would  prooeed  or  not 
would  depend  upon  the  meeting  that  day.  The 
report  complained  of  the  resentment  shown  by 
the  Co-operative  Union  at  the  activities  pf  the 
committee,  and  deprecated  the  fact  that  the 
whole  movement  was  not  united  in  the  fight 
against  the  tax.  The  difficulties  which  the  group 
bad  bad  to  fight  came1  to  a climax  with  the  Union 
circular  of  October,  which  accepted  the  Finance 
Act  of  1920  in  the  name  of  the  movement  and 
advised  societies  to  pay  the  tax.  The  committee 
complained  of  that  circular  being  issued  in  6pite 
of  the  fact  that  it  was  known  that  the  group’s 
appeal  was  to  be  heard.  That  acceptance  placed 
their  case  in  such  an  invidious  position  that  the 


decision  given  when  the  appeal  was  heard  was 
not  unexpected.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances 
the  committee  concluded  that  to  pursue  the 
appeal  case  further  would  be  futile,  and  that,  the 
unexpended  subscriptions  should  be  returned  to 
the  subscribing  societies  pro  rata. 

Co-operative  Union  Opposition. 

The  Chairman,  supplementing  the  secretary's 
report,  also  complained  of  the  attitude  of  the 
Co-operative  Union,  which,  lie  said,  deliberately 
placed  obstacles  in  the  way  of  that  independent 
body  that  had  enthusiasm  and  knowledge.  On 
October  19th,  the  Union  could  inform  the  com- 
mittee of  the  group  as  to  the  date  on  which  their 
case  would  be  heard;  but  on  October  24th  they 
issued  the  Union  circular  advising  societies  to 
pay.  The  committee  could  claim  some  credit  fur 
the  amendment  of  the  Finance  Act  carried  in  the 
House  of  Commons  because  of  the  pressure  put 
upon  Members  of  Parliament.  The  group  might 
go  on  with  their  appeal  to  the  High  Court ; but 
they  would  not  be  allowed  to  fight  with  two  hands 
and'  the  committee  decided  that  in  these  circum- 
stances no  further  action  should  be  taken  in  that 
direction. 

The  Chairman  formally  moved  a resolution  on 
behalf  of  the  committee,  which  recommended  that 
no  further  action  be  taken  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  appeal  had  been  taken  before  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inoomo  'Tax,  and  in  view  of  the 
difficulties  put  before  them  through  the  lack  of 
support  frm  the  movement  generally. 

Mr.  Travis  (Stockport)  seconded.  The  group, 
lie  said,  had  set  out  to  show  that  a certain  sec- 
tion of  the  movement  would  not  take  this  tax 
lying  down.  The  movement  would  have  to  fight  as 
the  Federation  of  British  Industries -was  lighting 
— with  one  voice  instead  of  with  two  or-  three. 

United  for  Resistance. 

Mr.  Bai  nes  (London)  supported  the  yjiw  of 
the  committee  with  regard  to7 the  farther  appeal 
case ; but  he  pointed  out  that  the  appeal  case  was 
only  an  item  iii  the  fight  against  ’the'Corpor'a’tjofi 
Profits  Tax.  The  alternative  now  was  to.  ascer- 
tain whethef  those  societies  were  sufficiently 
united  to  resist  the  tax.  Has  own  society  had 
had  the  unanimous  backing  of.  the  members ; and 
had  6aid  they  would  not  pay.  He  recognised,  of 
course,  that  since  that  decision  the  society  had 
passed  through  a period  for  wliioh  the  committee 
had  given  ’them  no  dividend,  and  that  might 
perhaps  affect  them.  The  Federation  of  British 
Industries  held.. the  purse;  but  the  co-operative 
movement  held  the  votes,  and  the  co-operative 
movement  had  not  properly  started  to  organise 
its  vote. 

The  first  resolution  was  oarried. 

Mr.  Baum  (Leicester)  pointed  to  the  need  for 
a strong,  vigilant  committee  that  would  take  a 
long  view  of  the  prospects  of  taxation. 


Mr.  Watkins  (Brightside  and  Carbrook) 
seconded.  He  regarded  the  attempt  to  tax  the 
movement  as  only  one  of  the  attempts  to  bring  in 
some  form  of  a servile  state,  and  he  urged  that 
the  committee  should  be  kept  in  being  to  meet 
the  next  attack. 

Mr.  Barnes  (London)  moved  an  addition  pro- 
viding that  each  society  associated  with  the 
group  should  be  asked  whether  it  was  in  favour 
of  resisting  payment,  and,  in  the  event  of  a 
majority  pledging  themselves  to  resist,  the  com- 
mittee should  meet  to  consider  ways  and  means 
of  making  the  resistance  effective. 

Mr.  Mann  (Leicester)  suggested  that  the  funds 
should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  to 
be  invested  in  case  a further  fight  became 
necessary. 

A Question  of  Leadership. 

Mr.  Bannister  (Liverpool)  supported  these 
views.  He  submitted  that  the  movement  ought 
to  have  been  led  in  the  right  way,  and  it  was  not. 
There  would  come  a time  when  the  societies 
would  have  to  fight  against  Income  Tax,  and  they 
would  have  to  be  united  and  say  they  would  not 
pay  because  they  did  not  make  profits.  He 
would  like  to  see  a fund  got  together,  and  the 
leadership  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Co- 
operative Union  if  they  would  not  lead  wisely. 
On  this  (jue^lfoh  of  taxation  there  would  have  to 
be  a fight  till  somebody  got  a “ knook-out.” 

Mr.  Jones  (Shrewsbury)  remarked  that  one 
direct  point  gained  would  be  that  they  would  have 
a list  of  the  societies  prepared  to  resist  payment. 
The  group  committee  could  not  go  out  of  exist- 
ence at  the  present  time ; there  would  need  to  be 
another  meeting.  The  great  fact  to  be  settled 
was  whether  their  people  were  behind  them  to  the 
point  of  resistance.  If  there  were  only  a few 
societies  prepared  for  resistance  it  would  be  use- 
less. Great  pressure  was  being  brought  to  bear 
upon  societies  to  pay  the  tax  already  due,  and 
immediate  action  was  necessary. 

The  Chairman  agreed  that  it  would  be  better  to 
be  scarred  fighting  than  to  be  run  over  without 
fighting.  He  thought  the  committee  might  send 
ou(  a questionnaire  on  the  lines  suggested  by  Mr. 
Barnes. 

Tt  was  then  agreed  unanimously  that  •'  con-* 
sidering  that  societies  should  realise  that  further' 
efforts  will  be  made  for  the  taxation  of  the  move- 
ment and  that  they  should  be  fully  prepared  to 
resist,  the  committee  created  should  remain  Ap- 
pointed to  watch  the  interests  of  the  movement. ’’ 

It  was  also  agreed  unanimously  that  the  socie- 
ties should  be  asked  to  state  whether  they  uvie. 
prepared  to  resist  payment  of  the  tax. 

It  was  further  agreed  that  the  disbursement 
of  the  funds  in  hand  be  deferred. 

A Rndcliffe  Delegate  reminded  the  meeting 
that  some  of  the  societies  represented  had  not 
yet  subscribed. 

Mr.  Bannister  (Liverpool)  expressed  the  hope 
that  if  a majority  of  the  societies  declared  for 
resistance  to  the  tax,  those  who  decided  to  sit 
on  the  fence  would  at  least  help  those  who  went 
on. 

The  financial  statement  showed  that  111  socie- 
ties had  subscribed  £1,850  4s.  9d.  to  the  fighting 
fund.  Expenses,  including  counsel's  fees, 
meetings,  printing,  postages,  and  advertise- 
ments, left  a balance  of  £925  17s.  lOd.  in  hand. 

This  was  accepted. 

Tributes  were  afterwards  paid  to  the  com- 
mittee and  officials,  especially  the  secretary  (Mr. 
Worswick),  and  the  societies  that  had  shown 
hospitality  to  the  delegates  at  their  meetings ; 
also  to  the  ” Co-operative  News  ” for  the  atti- 
tude it  had  adopted  during  the  fight. 


C.W.S.  BOARD  ELECTIONS. 

HOW  SOCIETIES  IN  THE  DIFFERENT 

DISTRICTS  VOTED. 

The  following  are  the  detailed  results  of  the  elections  for  members 
of  C.W.S.  Board  : — 

MANCHESTER  DISTRICT. 


Name  of  Candidate. 


•Dudley,  \y.  E 

•Hawkins.  Jno 

Cottrell,  Mary  E.  

Bradshaw,  J 

GOodeuough,  Geo 

Jones,  A.  H 

Whittaker,  William 

Jones,  David 

Whiteley,  Edgar 

Young.  T.  M 

Abbotts,  W 

Pickup,  A 

Major,  G 

Alcock,  Fred 

Sutton,  J.  W 

Buckley,  F.  J 

Robiuson,  Richard 

Hot  ricks,  A 

Kershaw,  Y 

Forney,  Arthur 

Travis,  G 

Morton.  Norman  Joseph 

UlaV,  James 

Wilkinson.  G.  J 

Cooper,  William  John  . . 

Udell,  A.  A 

Richardson,  H 

Rodfcm,  H 

Fearccy,  A,  II 


No.  of  Votes  Recorded. 

No.  of  Societies  that 
have  Voted  for 
respective  Candidates. 

Manchester 

District. 

Newcastle 

District. 

London 

District. 

| 

EH 

•a'jj 

Js 

Newcastle 

District. 

London 

District. 

3 

n 

1908 

621 

1061 

3590 

231 

3166 

164 

209 

3 

65 

27 

49 

180 

48 

60 

150 

28 

140 

30 

17 

129 

40 

22 

32 

95 

6 

31 

86 

14 

07 

15 

66 

3 

1 

3 

51 

.'! 

18 

■13 

3 

39 

S 

38 

3 

37 

6 

1 

32 

3 

4 

27 

1 

21 

9 

17 

4 

9 

'L— 

0 

1 

— 1 

— 

l 

NEWCASTLE  DISTRICT. 


Namo  of  Candidate. 

No.  of  Votes  Recorded. 

-No.  of  Societlos  that 
have  Voted  for 
respective  Candidates. 

Manchester 

District. 

Newcastle 

District. 

London 

District. 

Total. 

Manchester 

District. 

|.a 

London 

District. 

s 

o 

H 

1981 

545 

1058 

3584 

224 

52 

153 

439 

Riddle,  Geo 

169 

100 

121 

390 

H 

18 

13 

45 

Dodds,  William 

44 

14 

73 

2 

4 

1 

7 

Golightly,  W 

3 

44 

72 

9 

8 

14 

32 

46 

Dodds,  R-  1 

14 

28 

42 

1 

3 

White,  J.  W 

32 

1 

33 

5 

1 

(i 

Niohol,  G.  R 

23 

7 

30 

G 

1 

Jackson,  W 

21 

4 

25 

Thompson,  Thomas 

8 

u 

4 

Walker,  T : 

19 

3 

Wight,  J 

20 

20 

1 

Birkctt.  J.  T 

2 

14 

16 

1 

Boamsou,  J 

9 

1 

10 

Moore,  J.  G 

8 

Usher,  J 

8 

S 

Little,  M 

— 

— 

LONDON  DISTRICT. 


’Youngs,  H.  J 

Ramsay,  G.  A 

Rogers,  W.  J 

Williams.  D 

Burlton,  F 

Evuns,  David  

Palmer,  Emily  

Hill.  W.  J 


1030 

519 

70 


3146 

992 

101 


•Elected  to  serve  two  years. 

25  Voting  papers  declared  void,  representing  90  votes. 


Millgate  Marvel."  An  esteemed  correspondent  writes:  ‘‘I 
think  the  name  of  the  ‘ Millgate  Monthly  ’ should  be  changed 
to  the  ‘ Millgate  Marvel.’  ” 


Continued  from  first  column. 

Moorliouse  had  been  there  previously,  and  one  or  two  of  the 
4 hoys  ’ who  attended  me  had  attended  him.  The  way  they 
asked  about  Mr.  Moorliouse  was  evidence  to  me  that  that  great 
heart  of  his  was  ever  seeking  to  do  good  to  mankind,  whether 
black  or  white." 

There  were  eleven  C.W.S.  directors  present,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  heads  of  departments,  representatives  of  co-operative 
societies  from  far  and  near,  t\ie  Co-operative  Union,  the  Delph 
Society,  Delph  Brass  Band,  the  Wesleyan  Church,  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute,  the  Trades  and  1/abour  Council',  Delph  Labour  Qlub, 
Saddleworth  Urban  District  Council,  and  the  Women’s  Guild.  A 
large  number  of  women  carried  wreaths  in,  the  procession. 

AN  APPRECIATION. 

I shall  be  pleased  if  you  will  allow  me  to  add  my  testimony  to 
the  life  of  our  late  comrade  in  the  co-operative  movement. 

I have  known  Mr.  MoorhoUse  for  a great  number  of  years,  and 
have  worked  with  him  on  all  kinds  of  committees.  Never  under 
tlie  most  trying  circumstances  have  I seen  him  lose  his  temper. 
Broadminded,  tolerant,  and  generous  to  a fault,  neither  friend 
nor  foe  ever  appealed  to  him  in  vain  for  advice  or  assistance.  He 
was  known  in  Delph  as  the  children’s  friend,  and  was  never 
happier  than  when  lie  was  giving  a lantern  lecture  on 
*'  Co-operation  ” or  his  travels  to  the  children.  He  recognised 
that  the  children  of  to-day  will  be  the  citizens  of  to-morrow. 
His  work  for  co-operation,  both  in  his  native  village  and  all  over 
the  country,  will  long  be  remembered.  His  life  has  been  one 
long  record  of  self-sacrifice  to  the  co-operative  and  working-class 
movements.  The  eloquent  tributes  paid  at  the  graveside  by 
Messrs.  Thorpe  and  Wilkins — two  of  his  colleagues — are  a testi- 
mony of  the  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  C.W.S.  board. 

He  was  the  finest  character  I have  ever  known.  Almost  the 
last  words  I heard  him  utter  were  that  he  had  done  his  best,  and 
had  no  regrets.  Ma'v  we  all  be  able  to  say  the  same  when  our 
turn  conies  to  leave  this  life!  He  was  one  of  Nature’s  gentlemen. 
His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  all  who  knew  him.  Ho 
was  known  by  li is  opponents  as  the  “ King  of  Delph."  No  moro 
fitting  name  could  have  been  given  him.  He  was  a king  in 
character — the  only  thing  that  really  matters  in  this  world.  Hi-, 
life  stands  out  as  an  example  of  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to  the 
co-operative  ideal.  May  it  oe  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us  to  go  and 
do  likewise.  A Friend. 


January  14,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


" Cooperative  Nad  " Office. 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 


SHORT 

STUDY. 


UNREST : 


THE  RUMINATIONS 
OF  THE  PERPLEXED, 


Mb.  Duncan  M'Innes,  who  recently  retired 
from  the  Wholesale  Society's  board,  attended  the 
Midland  divisional  meeting,  on  Saturday,  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Lincoln  Society,  and  a thought- 
ful move  on  the  part  of  the  choirmau  (Mr.  T. 
Adams)  paved  the  way  for  a display  of  affection, 
for  the  veteran  co-operator  which  was  good  to 
see.  ♦ ♦ * 

Mb.  Adams,  in  the  name  of  the  delegates,  in- 
vited Mr.  M'Innes  to  sit  with  his  former  col- 
leagues an  the  board,  saying,  ' ‘ one  cannot 
imagine  a meeting  of  ooioperators  in  the  Mid- 
land area  without  Mr.  M'Innes  occupying  a 
prominent  position.”  Applause  in  all  parts  of 
the  hall  showed  that  the  chairman,  in  making 
these  observations,  had  interpreted  the  wishes  of 
the  delegates  to  a nicety. 


Mb.  M'Innes,  displaying  little  evidence  of  ad- 
vancing years  in  his  face  and  figure,  at  first 
demurred,  saying,  to  the  evident  amusement  of 
the  delegates  aud  the  C.W.S.  directors  present, 
that  “ possibly  I may  have  a difference  of  opinion 
with  my  late  colleagues.”  Finally  Ire  accepted 
the  invitation  of  the  chairman,  .who  proceeded  to 
open  the  meeting  with  seasonable  greetings  to 
the  delegates.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

‘‘  If  you  want  to  make  your  tobacco  known,” 
said  Mr.  Hewson,  who  comes  from  the  same  town 
as  Mr.  M'Innes,  “ bring  a few  samples  to  this 
meeting.”  tThe  “hear,  hears,”  which  followed, 
suggested  that  if  the  proposal  had  been  put  to 
the  meeting,  the  teller®  .would  have  experienced 
little  difficulty  in  counting  the  “ noes.” 

The  reduction  of  salaries  is  not  a matter  to  be 
discussed  lightly,  whether  the  persons  affected  bo 
directors  o.r  employees  ; but  there  were  occasional 
bursts  of  humour  when  the  question  was  intro- 
duced at  the  meetings  on  Saturday.  One  dele- 
gate, for  instance,  sought  to  console  the  directors 
by  saying  that  the  various  proposals  had  for 
their  object  not  a reduction  but  a readjustment 
of  wages.  The  directors  could  also  take  heart 
from  the  fact  that  a 15  per  cent,  reduction  would 
actually  mean  only  11  per  cent.,  because  for 
every  pound  they  only  lost  14s.,  since  the 
Government  took  6®.  in  Inofrme  Tax. 

The  chairman  of  one  meeting,  in  introducing 
tins  question,  said : Do  you  want  to  know  the 
directors’  opinions  about  this?  A good  deal  of 
laughter  followed.  What  did  it  betokeu?  The 
same  chairman  pointed  out  that  various  reduc- 
tions .were  suggested  in  the  amendments,  and 
“ if  you  carry  the  lot  there  will  be  nothing  left.” 

At  the  London  meeting  one  of  the  delegates 
mentioned  that  in  one  of  the  diaries  published  by 
the  C.W.S.  there  was  a ooupon  issued  for  insur- 
ing the  holder  in  a private  company.  This 
would  be  all  fours  with  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” advising  their  readers  to  buy  the  “ Daily 
Chronicle  ” so  as  to  be  insured  against  accidents. 
When  the  laughter  had  subsided,  the  chairman 
(Mr.  ,Golightly)  said:  Without  qualification  or 

reservation  the  matter  shall  be  attended  to. 

Sib  Thomas  Allen,  describing  new  property  at 
Bristol  acquired  by  tl>9  C.W.S.,  told  the  Man- 
chester meeting  that  it  included  a hotel,  “for 
which  co-operators  haven’t  very  much  use.” 

Thebe  was  no  one  present  at  one  of  the  meet- 
ings to  move  the  Anchor  resolution,  whereupon 
the  chairman  said:  “ Well,  we  6hall  have  set 
the  ship  sailing  whether  the  anchor  is  moved  or 
not.”  At  another  meeting,  when  this  resolution 
was  declared  lost,  a delegate  chipped  in  with  the 
remark,  ‘‘The  anchor’s  weighed.” 

Mr.  J.  King,  after  a three  years’  absence,  made 
a ro-appearance  at  the  London  meeting.  " The 
prodigal’s  return,”  was  one  remark  which 
greeted  him.  At  any  rate,  “ Joe  King,”  as  ho 
is  familiarly  named,  added  to  the  joking. 
Together  with  Mr.  Warren,  of  Grays,  ho  shared 
the  humorous  honours  at  a meeting  characterised 
by  geniality,  despite  the  controversial  character 
of  the  subjects  discussed. 

It  is  rather  an  interesting  fact  that  there  are 
chree  co-operators  in  the  House  of  Commons 
who  have  passed  through  tl^e  composing  room. 
.Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.,  one  of  the  London 
directors  of  the  Co-operative  Printing  Society, 
at  one  time  set  up  the  speeches  of  legislator® 
whilst  working  as  a Daily  Telegraph  ” com- 
positor. Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts,  M.P..  learnt  his 
trade  as  a printer  (it  Norwich,  where  he  was 
actively  associated  with  the  educational  work  of 
the  co-operativo  society.  Mr.  F.  O.  Roberts, 


M.P.  for  West  Bromwich,  served  his  time  at 
case  at  Northampton,  and  ho  has  acted  as  secre- 
tary to  the  Midland  Group  of  the  Typographical 
Association.  ' * 

The  story  that  has  been  travelling  through  the 
press,  culled  from  the  life  of  Dr.  Page,  the  late 
Ambassador  for1  the  United  States  to  this 
country,  reminded,  me  of  an.  incident  that 
occurred  at  Leman-street.  a few  yeans  ago.  Dr. 
Page  is  said  i to  hay®  asked  Lord  Robert  Cecil 
not  to  forget  the  Boston  tea  party,  and  his  lord- 
ship  naively  replied  that  as  he  had  not  been  to 
Boston  he  knew  nothing-  of  the  proceeding.  But 
the  late  Mr.  Shillito  was  better  informed.  When 
an  American  deputation  headed  by  Dr.  Page 
went  to  the  English  and.  Scottish  C.W.S.,  at 
London,  they  had  lunch  ; and  then  the  ladies  were 
presented  with  a caddy  of  choice  tea,  Mr.  Shillito 
gallantly  asking  their  _ acceptance  of.  the,  tea  that 
their  forbears,  throw  info.  Boston  harbour  in  the 
days  before  Anglo-American  friendship.  It  was 
one  df  the  neatest  compliments  Dr.  Page  heard 
in  the  course  of  his  journeyings  in  this  country, 
and,  would  have  secured  Mr.  Shillito  a hearty  wel- 
come had  he  visited  the  States  subsequently. 

The  gentleman  who  invoked  the  aid  of  my 
astrologer  correspondent  has  been  rewarded 
with  a horoscope,  which  I have  passed  on  to 
him.  About  its  merits  I con  say  nothing. 
Accompanying  the  horoscope  is  an  ' essay 
describing  the  gentleman’s  virtues,  accomplish- 
ments, prospects,  tendencies,  &c.-  It  cannot 
be  published  in  the  " News  ” for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  readers,  in  the  first  place  because  a con- 
dition is  that  the  permission  of,  the  astrologer 
and  of  his  subject  must.be  obtained  ; and  in  the 
second  place  because  it  would  fill  nearly  three 
columns.  The  recipient  may,  perhaps,  tell  us 
whether  the  astrologer’s  estimate  agrees  with 
his  own  experience  of  himself. 

Out  and  About. 


By  R.  M 


Scene:  A third-rate  tavern. 

There  are  rougli  wooden  forms  and  a eawdust- 
covered  floor.  Glasses  half-filled  are  littered 
about  the  place  on  tables  and  ledges.  The 
atmosphere  reeks  of  stale  beer  and  tobacco 
smoke.  A motley  collection  of  men  and  women 
battered  by  toil  are  congregated  together  enjoy- 
ing tlie  life  and  warmth  of  the  placb.  A buzz 
of  conversation,  goes  on.  Occasionally  a laugh 
or  a harsh  oath  rises  above  the  hum. 

At  the  far  end  of  the  counter  are  grouped 
three  men,  two  of  them  are  civilians  and  one  a 
soldier.  The  tallest  of  the  three,  a young  man, 
leans  his  elbows  ou  the  counter  and  speaks  to  the 
others,  in  between  occasional  meditative  draws 
at  his  pipe..  He  has  a thoughtful  face  and  the 
eyes  cf  a dreamer,  oblivious  of  his  surroundings. 
His  voice  goes  one  evenly:  ‘‘To  lay  stone  on 
stone;  brick  on  brick — to  build,  that  is  a fine 
thing  to  do.  Yet  T cannot  build.” 

The  other  civilian  spoke : “ How  do  you  mean 
you  cannot  build  ?” 

‘ ‘ There  is  an  unrest  in  my  life  always.  I break 
things  up ; I split  things  open,  I upheave  every- 
thing. I question,  and  question  my  questions, 
but  I do  not  build.  In  my  mind  there  is  notlung 
to  bind  thin|gs  together;  no  constructive  prin- 
ciple, only  a dissolvent.”  , 

“ But  that  may  he  your  part.  The  clods  of 
earth  have  to  be  broken  up  before  things  will 
grow.  It  is  not  neoessary  to  know  the  whole 
plan  in  order  to  build.  The  foundation  may  be 
hidden  and  the 'end  a mystery.  No  one  can 
know  exactly  what  will, come,  a man  is  happy 
enough  if  he  knows  what  to  dk>  next,  at  the 
moment.  He  can  place  his  brick  then.” 

“ Yes,  it  may  bo  there  is  a place  for  unrest. 
But  there  are  two  unrests.  One  is  a desolate, 
despairing  kind — a groping  in  the  dork  with 
nothing  to -find.  A longing  without  satisfaction, 
a scrambling  without  foothold.  Yet  good  work 


THE  MEANING 
OF  CANNES. 


The  Supreme  Council 
at  Cannes  seems  to  be 
moving  towards  a com- 
plete League  of  Nations, 
which  may  be  a political 
symbol  of.  international 
co-operation. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  ORDER. 


E.P.D.  REPAYMENTS. 


PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE'S  WORK. 

A full  agenda  was' discussed  at  a long  sitting 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  in  London,  on 
Tuesday. 

The  committee  considered  a further  reply  from 
Mr.  C.  A.  M'Curdy,  M.P.,  on  the  question  of, 
the  appointment  of  publio  auditors,  declining  to' 
take  any  further  action  with  regal'd  to  the 
amendment  of  the  regulations. 

The  matter  was  fully  discussed,  and  finally  it 
was  referred  to  a sub-committee  to  confer  with 
the  Parliamentary  Labour  Party,  and  to  take 
such  action  as  should  be  necessary. 

The  committee  have  made  a strong  protest 
against  the  attempt  of  the  private  trader®  to 
scrap  the  provision®  of  the  Sale  of  Food  Older, 
1921,  which  concern®  the  matters  included  in  the 
pledge  given  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Clyn-es,  whilst  Food 
Controller,  that  legislation  would  be  introduced 
safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  consumers.  As 
a result  of  the  efforts  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee the  Prime  Minister  had  now  stated  that 
Government  legislation  would  be  introduced  to 
make  permanent  the  sale  of  bread  by  weight,  and 
the  sale  of  tea  by  net  weight,  and  also  the  pro- 
bability of  introducing  legislation  to  deal  with 
tlie  recommendations  contained  in  the  report  of 
the  Merchandise  Marks  Committee,  includihg  the 
labelling  of  imported  produce.  The  Government 
had,  however,  apparently  determined  to  cancel 
the  order  with  regard  to  jam.  The  secretary  was 
instructed  in  regard  to  further  steps  in  the 
matter.  , 


An  attractive  pamphlet  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Manchester  and  Salford  Society  for  canvass- 
ing purposes.  The  objects  of  tlio  society  and  the 
benefits  which  members  derive  are  suitably  ex- 
plained and  a list  of  all  the  society’s  branches  is 
included.  The  pamphlet  is  being  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  house-to-house  convass  now  being 
carried  out  by  the  society’s  whole-time  organiser, 
who  is  empowered  to  enrol  members  in  their 
own  homes. 


The  committee  of  the  Ripley  Society,  in  doubt 
as  to  the  society’s  position  relative  to  E.P.D. 
repayments,  sought  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  New- 
man H.  Cooper,  who  it  is  pleasing  to  record, 
has  been  instrumental  in  securing  for  the  society 
the  return  of  £6,385  4s.  Mr.  Cooper  also  acted 
in  a similar  capacity  for  tlie  Kirkby-in-Ashfield 
Manufacturing  Society.  In  this  case  the  amount 
returned  was  £4,988,  of  which  £2*636  was  due  to 
the  special  facilities  provided  for  in  the  Finance 
Act  1921.  Mr.  Cooper  has  made  a close  study 
of  the  Finance  Act  and  the  1921  Special  Reliefs, 
with  obvious  advantages  to  these  and  numerous 
other  societies  which  have  sought  liis  advice  and 
guidance. 


POTENTIAL  SUCCESSFUL  SINGER. 

MR.  WEBSTER  MILLAR  INTERESTED 
IN  C.W.S.  EMPLOYEE. 

Mr.  John  Plant  (an  employee  at  the  C.W.S. 
soap  works),  according  to  those  in  a position  to 
judge,  has  been  endowed  with  “ a voice  of  excep- 
tional purity  and  beauty,”  and  in  order  that  his 
natural  gifts  should  not  b?  lost  to  the  public,  a 
subscription  fund  has  been  opened  to  provide  him 
with  living  expenses  during  the  first  year  of  a 
course  of  musical  education  and  voice  training. 
Mr.  Webster  Millar  is  interesting  himself  in  the 
matter  and  has  raised  funds  from  his  own  friends 
to  pay  for  Mr.  Plaint’s  maintenance  for  about 
three  months.  Mr.  Millar  believes  Mr.  Plant 
possesses  a voice  of  “ beautiful  natural  quality,” 
and  will  undertake  his  training  for  three  years, 
provided  sufficient  funds  are  raised  to  keep  him 
twelve  months.  After  that,  with  oidiuory  luck, 
Jie  should  be  able  to  support  himself.  The  bon. 
secretary  of  the  fund  is  Mr.  J.  Smith  -C.W.S. 
soap  works,  Irlam),  and  amongst  tlie  patrons  are 
Messrs.  W.  E.  Dudley  (director),  C.  W.  Couclie 
(manager  of  the  works),  and  J.  E.  Green  (former 
manager). 


. FOX. 


has  been  done  by  those  who  have  the  courage 
go  on  even  without  hope.  Moet  of  those  wha 
seek  have  to  pass  tlirough  this  stage. 

“ The  other  unrest  is  an  unrest  of  growth,  a 
ploughing  up  of  the  furrows  erf  life,  ready  foe 
the  seed.  A breaking  of  the  hard  surface  of  iu. 
difference  as  the  seed  germinates  and  the  new 
life  forces  its  way  up.  This  is  luyppier  and  more 
wholesome  than  the  first  unrest.  There  is  a 
satisfaction  in  it  though  all  the  time  it  is  seeking,  i 
working,  and  striving;  never  relapsing  into  dull  | 
complacency. 

“The  first  unrest  is  terrible.  It  is  a cry  of 
agony  in  the  night  which  dies  away  without 
heed  or  help  from  humanity ; it  is  a flash  of 
lightning  playing  for  an  instant  fitfully  upon 
the  grim,  bare,  jagged,  endless  rocks,  and  then 
flickering  out,  leaving  none  the  wiser  or  bettor 
for  it.  It  is  pessimism. 

“ The  second  is  creative  and  human.  The 
future  of  the  world  is  with  this.  We  trace  tho 
flicker  of  a human  thought  across  the  ages  and 
see  it  grow  in  power,  purpose,  and  volume  .with 
the  progress  of  time.” 

The  soldier,  a well-built  man,  with  a firm, 
weather-beaten  face,  had  stood  listening  to  the 
two  talking,  and  now  spoke:  “ You  get  beyond 
me  with  your  talk  about  unrest.  I cannot  dis- 
miss all  that.  I just  live.  I have  been  with  men 
in  many  parts  of  the  world,  and  have  seen  them 
live  and  die.  It  is  hard  to  spend  one’s  life 
marching  over  a burning  desert  or  rotting  in  a 
muddy  trench.  But  it  all  calls  for  endurance 
and  effort.  There  is  a fierce  joy  in  it,  even  if  the 
effort  is  misdirected.  1 just  go  on  living,  seeing, 
hearing,  and  travelling.  I join  in  with  the 
jough,  hard,  life  of  men  who  talk,  smoke,  and 
swear  while  they  go  on  nonchalantly  with  the 
struggle.  I hear  women  whisper  and  Igugli, 
scornfully  or  tenderly.  And  life  slips  by.  Why 
question  it?  We  must  all  live  and  die,”- 

The  tall  young  civilian  replied:  “ But  with  it 
all  you  must  go  on  to.  You  have  unrest  in  your 
soul.  Just  getting  up  and  going  back  to  bed 
would  not  satisfy  you.  You  must  liave  adven- 
tures and  new  people.  Unrest  always' drives 
people  foiward  '(p  something  new  and  different. 
You  take  life  easily*  you  enter  and  float  with  it. 
On  the  contrary,  I always  question.  Why  do  I 
live?  What  have  I to  make  of  my  life?  Why 
do  people  think  and  speak  as  they  do?  Why 
does  it  bore  them  to  discuss  the  things  which 
seem  most  important  to  me  ? What  is  the  reason 
behind  it  all.  Why?  . . . What  for? 

“ I want-always  to  tear  the  veil  which  shrouds 
reality,  to  lay  bare  tlie  motive  forces  of  thought 
and  action;  to  dig  even  beneath  these.” 

The  tall  man  gravely  knocked  his  pipe  out 
upon  the  counter,  filled  it  slowly  aud  methodi- 
cally, lit  it,  and  puffed  with  deliberate  satisfac- 
tion. All  around  under  the  canopy  of  smoke, 
men  and  women  buzzed  excitedly,  talking,  gesti- 
culating, laughing,  and  drinking.  A tiny  knob 
of  unrestful,  striving,  chafing,  swarming 
humanity  typical  of  the  whole.  And  all  the  time 
life  swil  led  on. 


Nature’s  Greatest  Foods 

Pure  rich  milk  and  choice  malted 
wheat  and  barley— N ature’s  most 
valuable  foods — are  combined 
in  Nestle’s  Malted  Milk.  It  is 
a beverage  delicious,  refreshing, 
and  healthful  beyond  compare. 


At  good,  at 
iti  name. 


Rioh  in  nourishment  for 
body  and  brain,  easily 
digested,  Nestl6’s  Malted 
Milk  is  a food  for  every- 
one— young  or  old, 
strong  or  weak.  It  builds 
health  and  strength  for 
thedelicate;  it  maintains 
and  confirms  the  fitness 
of  the  fit.  A nightcap 
that  ensures  sound,  rest- 
ful sleep.  The  famous 
name  that  it  bears  is  its 
sure  guarantee. 


NESTLE'S, 

• -8,  EastcheaPi  E.C>3i 
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EDUCATION  IN  DANGER. 


BE  PREPARED. 


ARE  WE  FIT  TO  VOTE? 


STEM  THE  TIDE  OE  RETROGRESSION. 

WE  feel  it  is  only  right  to  keep  before  our 
readers  the  battle  cry  which  Lady  Acland 
raised  in  her  interesting  letter  of  last  week. 
If  ever  there  was  a cause  free  from  party  poli- 
tics, free  from  sectional  faction,  free  from  sex 
controversies,  a cause  in  which  co-operation 
:s  possible  and  in  which  co-operation  is 

itally  needed,  it  is  this  cause  of  Education 
ior  Our  Children. 

The  General  Election  seems  to  be  drawing 
to  a certainty  in  the  near  future,  an$l  the 
country  is  already  preparing  itself  for  slogans 
on  all  sorts  of  burning  topics.  There  will,  no 
doubt,  be  big  talk  of  co-operative  candidates 
and  the  special  interests  of  co-operation,  but 
we  cannot  help  feeling  that  even  the  interests 
of  co-operation  in  particular  must  not 
obscure  this  vastly  greater  interest  of  the 
future  generation.  What  we  mean  is  that 
co-operative  candidates  will  be  possible  in 
few  constituencies,  but  that  the  children’s 
interests  must  be  safeguarded  by  co-o'perators 
in  every  constituency. 

The  “ cuts  ” already  being  brought  to  bear 
apon  our  educational  system  do  not  merely 
involve  the  sweating  of  the  teachers  and  the 
starving  of  schools  in  the  matter  of  apparatus 
and  necessary  extensions  of  facilities  ; they 
involve  a much  worse  tiling. 

If  accepted  by  the  country  under  the  guise 
of  national  economy,  the  reduction  of  educa- 
tional efficiency  will  imply  that  the  people  are 
content  to  let  the  children  suffer  for  a genera- 
tion to  come  in  order  to  make  things  a little 
easier  for  the  financiers  and  politicians  of  the 
moment. 

If  the  women  of  the  country  would  dis- 
regard all  other  considerations  in  the  coming 
struggle,  and  concentrate  their  energies  upon 
the  questions  of  education,  health,  and  hous- 
ing, they  could,  we  feel  sure,  put  the  country7 
upon  the  right  footing  without  party  ques- 
tions troubling  them  at  all.  The  man  or  the 
woman  who  is  prepared  to  hold  fast  by  th^se 
essential  interests  of  the  whole  community 
must  have  our  support. 

Why  is  education  so  important  to  co-operation? 

Because  co-operation  is  ever  growing  in 
social  importance  as  a mode  of  democratic 
organisation  amongst  the  people,  and  its 
success  in  the  future,  as  well  as  its  power  for 
good  in  the  world,  will  depend  enormously 
upon' the  growing  intelligence  of  those  who 
work  out  its  details. 

Young  people,  who  will  in  the  future  no 
longer  work  under  a capitalistic  system  of 
mastership,  but  who  will,  under  co-operation, 
have  to  control  their  own  destinies,  will  need 
the  broadest,  soundest  forms  of  education  pos- 
sible. At  present  capital  can  still  command 
full  education  for  the  children  of  the  rich, 
however  drastically  the  schooling  of  the 
workers  may  be  cut  down. 

Let  us  then  prepare  ourselves,  as  Lady 
Acland  says,  “to  stem  the  tide  of  retro- 
gression to  which  we  are  threatened.” 


SOUTH-WESTERNERS  AND 

BASLE  CONGRESS. 

At  the  annual  conference  of  the  South- 
Western  Section  of  the  Women’s  Guild, 
recently  held  at  Exmoutb,  Mrs.  Green 
(Central  Committee  member)  dealt  with 
the  Basle  Congress  and  the  wonderful  spirit  of 
enthusiasm  for  the  movement  which  was  felt  in 
all  the  various  countries  represented  at  the 
Congress.  She  outlined  the  part  played  by 
Guildswomen  at  Basle,  and  referred  to  the 
women's  meeting  arranged  by  the  Austrian  and 
English  Women's  Guilds.  There  was  nrf  dis- 
cussion, hut  many  questions  were  asked  relating 
to  the  appointment  of  a general  secretary. 

Mrs.  L.  K.  Sansom  (sectional  secretary)  .read 
the  annual  report,  which  showed  that  the 
section  consisted  of  twenty-eight  branches,  with 
a membership  of  over  1,000.  During  the  past 
year  branches  had  been  formed  at  Buckfastleig'n, 
Oreston,  and  Camborne,  and  efforts  were  being 
made  to  form  branches  at  Kingsteignton  and 
Okehampton.  Members  were  represented  on 
Insurance  and  Housing  Committees,  Boards  of 
Guardians,  Municipal  Councils,  and  Labour  and 
Housing  Advisory  Committees.  Conferences 
during- the  year  have  been  held  at  Kingswear, 
Teignmouth,  Paignton,  and  Oreston. 

Mrs.  MiUman  (Central  Committee)  presided. 


A new  Guild  branch  has  been  formed  at 
Middleton  Junction  with  twenty-one  members. 
Mrs.  Eckersley,  09.  Mills  Hill-road,  Middleton 
Junction,  is  the  secretary. 


There  seems  little  doubt  about  the  fact 
that  a General  Election  will  be  the  event  of 
the  near  future.  Liberals  are  gathering 
their  forces  together.  Labour  followers  are 
earnestly  seeking  to  put  their  house  in  order. 
The  regular  up-to-date  organisation  of  the 
Conservative  Party  ensures  for  it  many  suc- 
cesses that  otherwise  would  not  be  theirs. 

It  is  strangely  true,  but  the  more  pro- 
gressive parties  are  the  ones  who  pay  least 
attention  to . organisation  with  regularity. 
And  they  arc  surprised  and  disappointed 
when  election  returns  witness  their  candi- 
dates at  the  bottom  of  the  poll. 

As  guildswomen,  we  can  certainly  agree 
that  our  Co-operative  representation  in  the 
House  of  Commons  is  appallingly  poor 
numerically.  True,  many  Labour  members 
arc  co-operators  in  practice  and  principle. 
But  they  were  not  returned  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  promoting  co-operative  enterprise. 
Their  leanings  towards  co-operation  may  be 
great,  but  their  constituencies  returned  them 
to  help  achipvc  the  Labour  Party  pro- 
gramme. The  ultimate  aim  of  the  party  is 
certainly  not  the  founding  of  a Co-operative 
Commonwealth,  though  not  a few  of  its 
principles  arc  identical  with  ours. 

From  now  onwards  our  political  work- 
must  be  intensified.  An  election  must  find 
us  with  our  weapons  ready,  and  our  minds 
equal  to  the  task.  In  conclusion  we  draw 
our  reader’s  attention  to  the  programme 
of  the  Co-operative  Party  published  below. 


WOMEN,  BE  CO-OPERATORS  ! 

Co-operation  rises  on  the  horizon  with 
the  brilliancy  of  a thousand  fires,  lighting  up 
the  city  with  a light  of  beauty.  It  is  co- 
operation which  will  bring  happiness  to  the 
Woman  with  the  Basket.  These  lines  are 
descriptive  of  an  illustration  appearing  in  the 
last  number  of  La  Cooperation  Beige.  The 
writer  continues  : — 

Already  the  go-operative  movement  is 
established  amongst  thirty  nationalities,  and 
its  benefits  are  realised  by  40,000,000  people, 
but  the  day  will  come  when  there  will  be  a 
co-operative  store  in  every  village  in  every 
country  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Then  will 
the  workers  no  longer  produce  for  the  profits 
of  the  few,  but  for  the  needs  of  all.  Then 
will  corn  be  grown  for  the  bread  of  humanity, 
and  not  to  enrich  the  great  farmers  and 
speculators.  Iron  will  be  extracted  from  the 
earth  and  cast  for  fertilising  the  soil,  and  not 
for  killing  purposes. 

Co-operation,  May  Thy  Regime  Soon  Come! 

Woman  ! it  is  with  the  power  of  your 
basket  that  you  can  change  this  world  of' 
selfishness,  of  fraud,  of  evil  and  misery  ; it  is 
with  the  power  of  your  basket  that  you  can 
bring  in . an  era  of  goodness,  goodwill,  and 
justice.  Yes,  with  the  power  of  your  basket 
you  can  bring  about  a miracle. 

It  is  through  your  hands  that  the  wages  of 
your  men  folk  pass.  What  do  you  do  with 
the  money  ? You  use  it  for  purchasing  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  thus  it  passes  into 
industry — into  the  hands  of  those  who  ex- 
ploit you.  You  fill  your  basket  with  goods 
purchased  from  the  capitalistic  shops.  Thus 
you  will  always  be  a slave. 

But  once  fill  your  basket  with  goods  pur- 
chased at  your  co-operative  store,  and  the 
whole  world  is  changed  ; your  future  will  be 
better,  and  universal  co-operation  will 
become  the  social  regime. 

Women,  become  co-operators.  Your  affairs 
are  those  of  the  household,  and  co-operation 
is  the  business  of  the  household.  Be  co- 
operators  in  your  own  interests,  and  for  the 
sake  of  your  children  and  your  husbands. 
Be  co-operators  so  that  you  can  help  to  bring 
about  a better  system  of  education  ; be  co- 
operators  for  your  own  elevation  ; be  co- 
operators  for  your  own  emancipation.  Then 
will  come  about  that  better  state  of  society 
which  you  and  your  husbands  desire. 


We  offer  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  Mr. 
Edgar  Lansbury  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Lans- 
bury  in  the  irreparable  loss  they  have  sustained 
through  the  death  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Lansbury, 
who  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  London 
Guild  branches,  and  an  alderman  for  Poplar 
Borough  Council.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
Mrs.  Lansbury  was  quite  recently  imprisoned 
for  the  rating  dispute  in  Poplar. 


We  always  have  said,  “ Yes,  quite  as  fit 
as  men.”  That  is  what  we  always  said  dur- 
ing the  great  campaign  which  preceded  the 
Act  of  Parliament  which  conferred  the  vote 
upon  us.  But  the  time  has  come  when  that 
question  must  be  asked  in  all  seriousness, 
not  of  the  “ vacant  ” air,  but  by  each  woman 
of  the  woman  she  knows  best,  namely,  her- 
self, “A  m I fit  to  have  the  vote  ? ” That  is,  am 
I going  to  be  carried  away  by  the  phrases 
which  swept  women  to  the  poll  to  vote  for 
“ Hang  the  Kaiser,”  “ Make  Germany  Pay,” 
“Let  those  who  won  the  war  settle  the 
peace,”  and  the  like,  or  am  I trying  to  make 
myself  understand  what  has  been  happening 
in  the  world  since  1918  and  see  what  are  the 
real  issues  before  the  country  now  ? An 
election  campaign  produces  so  much  talk,  so 
much  fuss,  so  much  confusion,  that  it  be- 
comes difficult  to  “ see  the  wood  for  the 
trees.”  What  we  have  to  do  is  to  find  out 
for  which  side  the  candidates  are  going  to 
vote,  and  to  know  which  side  we  feel  to  be 
the  one  which  would  make  for  peace  in  the 
world,  for  temperance,  for  justice  between 
man  and  man,  for  good  housing,  good  health, 
good  education,  good  communications.  It 
takes  some  thinking  and  some  strength  of 
mind  to  do  these  things,  and  if  we  find  that 
we  cannot  think,  and  that  our  minds  do  not 
feel  strong  enough  to  please  us — well,  let  us 
at  once  set  about  improving  ourselves,  so  that 
we  may  be  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word  fit  for 
the  vote  when  the  time  comes.  A.  S.  A. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 


WHAT  IS  IT  ? 

The  Co-operative  Party?  What  is  it?  ask 
women  co-operators. 

This  question  is  answered  in  a pamphlet  pre- 
pared for  the  National  Committee  by  Mr.  AY,  H, 
Watkins  (chairman)  and  Air.  S.  F.  Perry,  JYP. 
(secretary),  who  tell  us  that  among  the  political 
reforms  for  which  co-operators  must  work 
are — 

Safeguarding  effectually  the  interests  of 
voluntary  co-operation,  and  resisting  any 'legis- 
lative or  administrative  inequality  which  wpuld 
hamper  its  progress. 

That  eventually  the  processes  of  production, 
distribution,  and  exchange  (including  the  land) 
shall  De  organised  on  co-operative  lines  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole  community. 

That  the  profiteering  of  private  speculators 
and  the  trading  community  generally  shall  be 
eliminated  by  legislative  or  administrative 
action. 

The  abolition  of  all  taxes  upon  foodstuffs,  to 
be  replaced  by  the  taxation  of  land  values  and 
the  further  increase  of  income  tax  and  death 
duties  upon  large  intomes  and  estates. 

That  adequate  housing  of  the  people,  finanoed 
by  the  National  Exchequer,  shall  be  compulsorily 
provided  on  lines  which  will  secure  healthy, 
decent,  and  suitable  accommodation  for  the 
whole  community. 

That  the  present  education  system  should  be 
re-cast  on  national  lines  which  will  afford  equal 
opportunity  of  the  highest  education  to  all,  un- 
hampered by  the  caste  system  now  prevailing, 
which  arbitrarily  and  unjustly  limits  the  re- 
sources of  the  State  in  utilising  the  best  capaci- 
ties of  the  nation. 

Adequate  provision  for  the  national  care  of 
maternity.  • 

The  placing  of  a levy  on  capital  as  a,  means  , of 
meeting  the  greatly  increased  financial  obliga- 
tions of  the  country  due  to  the  war. 

The  provision  by  the  nation  of  support  for 
every  genuinely  unemployed  person,  sufficient  to 
maintain  efficiency  for  further  work  when  oppor- 
tunity offers. 

The  application  of  the  principle  of  propor- 
tional representation  to  Parliamentary  and  local 
government  elections. 

It  will  be  seen  that  if  women  vote  the  co- 
operative ticket  at  the  next  General  Election,  it 
will  be  for t their  own  good  and  for  the  good  of 
the  country. 


The  “ Yhteishywa,”  the  official  organ  of  the 
section  of  the  Finnish  Co-operative  Movement 
known  as  the  “ S.O.K.,”  has  sympathetic 
reference  to  the  retirement  of  Miss  Llewelyn 
Davies  from  the  secretaryship  of  the  Women’s 
Guild. 

Miss  Radley,  who  for  a long  time  was  cashier 
at  the  Kingscliffe  branch  of  the  Brighton 
Society,  was  recently  presented  by  Mr.  AV.  G. 
Wilkinson  (managing  secretary)  -with  a plated 
egg  and  spoon  stand  on  behalf  of  the  members 
of  the  Kingsoliffe  AA'oraen’s  Guild. 

Members  of  the  Cainsemss  and/Ebley  Guild 
recently  gave  three  juvenile  parties,  inaugurated 
by  Mis.  T.  E.  Wake  and  an  untiring  committee. 
Addresses  were  given  at  the  three  parties  by  the 
society’s  president  (Mr.  T.  Miles,  J.P.),  Air. 
Daniel  Kay,  Air.  E.  Smith,  and  Airs.  AVake  (the 
guild  president). 


\ 


WHAT  IS  BARTER? 

HOW  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  COULD 
BE  SET  GOING. 

Dear  Madam, — At  the  last  Southern  Sectional 
Conference  of  the  Women’s  Guild  I ventured 
the  opinion  that  if  we  sent  leather  to  Austria, 
and  they  sent  us  boots,  there  would  be  more 
unemployment  in  our  country.  So  I wrote  Miss 
Enfield  about  the  matter,  and  am  enclosing  her 
reply,  as  I think  perhans  it  may  help  other 
delegates  who  may  have  had  the  same  impression 
as  myself.  And  here  may  I say  that  in  my 
opinion  there  never  will  bo  any  big  trade  again 
until  someone  strong  enough  is  found  to  go  to 
the  American  Government  and  say:  ‘ You 

have  got  to  be  prepared  to  lose  1,000  millions 
and  give  value  for  value  so  as  to  ‘start 
the  world’s  trade  again.” 

(Mrs.)  Dyke,  Secretary,  Hertford  Guild. 

Dear  Mrs.  Dyke, — Under  a system  of  barter 
trade,  as  in  ordinary  trade,  we  in  this  country 
would  only  be  able  to  take  from  other  countries 
the  things  we  wanted.  It  is  quite  true  we  could 
not  do  with  boots  from  Austria,  because  we 
roduce  boots  ourselves.  So  either  we  should 
ave  to  get  the  Austrians  to  pay  for  the  leather 
we  sent  them  with  something  else — say,  bent 
wood  chairs,  which  we  do  not  make  in  England, 
and  have  always  imported  from  Austria — or 
else  we  should  have  to’  let  Austria  6end  her 
boots  to  one  of  the  countries  that  do  want  them 
(Rjussia,  or  Hungary,  or  Jugo-Slavia),  and  get 
this  country  to  send  us  what  we  wanted — flax 
or  timber  or  grain.  In  this  way  each  country 
would  get  paid  for  what  it  sent,  and  would  get 
what  it  wanted.  Most  barter  trade  would 
probably  be  this  kind  of  circular  trade,  involving 
several  countries,  and  that  is  why  it  is  so  im- 
portant to  have  our  international  organisation 
of  Wholesales,  to  make  sure  that  each  country 
has  an  opportunity  of  getting  what  it  wants. 

If  by  means  of  our  barter  trade  we  can  enable 
eac-h  country  to  get  something  it  really  wants, 
this  will  help  to  stimulate  employment.  For 
instance,  in  the  case  mentioned,  our  tanneries 
would  be  kept  at  work  producing  leather  for 
Austria;  Austrian  bootmakers  would  be  kept  at 
work  producing  boots  for  Russia  or  .Jugo- 
slavia; and  Russian  flax  growers,  or  Jugo- 
slavian peasants  would  be  kept  at  work 
producing  flax  or  corn  for  England. 

If  we  could  get  financial  help  from  Ameli  a, 
as  you  suggest,  it  would  no  doubt  be  possible 
to  restart  trade  more  quickly  ami  on  a larger 
scale.  But  so  far  America  has  not  been  willing 
to  give  it,  and  it  is  very  unlikely  that  she  "ill 
give  it  unless  she  is  pretty  certain  that  the 
Governments  of  Europe  are  going  to  stop 
squandering  their  own  resources  in  armaments. 
Aleanwhile,  while  we  wait  for  this  helu  thing* 
get  worse.  But  international  co-operative  trade 
is  something  which  our  own  movement  itself 
could  start  without- waiting  for  Governments, 
and  directly,  we  get  any  trade  started,  even  in  a 
small  way,  it  will  help  in  its  own  degree  to 
restore  employment.  I hope  this  clears  up  your 
difficulty. — Yours  sincerely, 

A.  Honoha  Enjpield. 

[We  regret  that  for  lack  of  space  this  letter  lias 
been  held  over  for  several  weeks. — Ed., 
“ Women’s  Pages.”] 


MEN  MUST  COUNT  ON  THE  WOMEN. 

We  desire  that  women's  ignorance  should 
cease,  that  they  should  put  a proper  value  on 
themselves,  and  become  equal,  or,  better  still, 
associated  with  men  in  their  co-operative  work. 

We  desire  that  men  and  women  shall  betome 
comrades  and  march  through  life  hand  in  hand, 
living  for  the  same  joys  and  hopes,  and  sharing 
each  other’s  sorrows. — “ La  Cooperation  Beige.” 


Obituary. — With  sincere  regret  we  announce 
the  death  of  Airs.  M.  J.  Speight,  a member  of 
the  Wakefield  AV omen’s  Guild  for  over  twenty 
years,  who  passed  away  very  suddenly  on  the  4th 
inst.  Representatives  of  the  board  of  directors, 
education  committee,  and  the  Women’s  and 
Men’s  Guilds  attended  the  funeral  last  Saturday. 
Mrs.  Speight,  who  was  62  years  of  ago,  was  the 
wife  of  the  late  Air.  S.  AV.  Speight,  for 
some  time  a director  of  the  AVakefield  Society, 
who  predeceased  her  in  1915. 

The  members  of  tlie  Tideswell  AVomen’s  Guild 
held  their  first  party  on  the  3rd  inst.,  to  which 
all  husbands  and  children  were  invited.  TJie 
youngsters  of  school  age  being  given  a free  tea. 
A most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  and  an  ex- 
cellent programme  was  contributed  to  by  mem- 
bers, husbands,  and  children.  Master  Wilfred 
Hutchinson  made  a very  good  *'  Father  Christ- 
mas,” and  was  greeted  with  delight  by  the 
children,  each  or.-s  receiving  a small  present. 

Although  the  proposal  to  reduce  the  Govern- 
ment grant  from  50  to  5 per  cent,  has  been  with- 
drawn until  Alarch.  there  is  every  reason  to  fear 
that  it  may  be  reinstated  from  the  end  of  March. 
The  Government  has  decided  that  someone  must 
pay  for  the  war,  and  defenceless  children  are  to 
be  the  ones  to  suffer,  for  in  response  to  the 
parrot  cries  for  "economy,”  milk  and  education 
grants  are  to  be  cut  down.  With  the  on-coming 
of  a General  Election,  working  women  must  use 
the  weapon  at  their  disposal  of  defending  their 
children.  The  recent  success  of  Mr.  Naylor,’ 
Labour  Member  for  Southwark,  who  carries  with 
him  a special  mandate  from  the  working  women 
of  that  borough,  is,  we  hope,  an  indication  of 
the  women's  reply  to  the  Government’s  plea  for 
economy. 

We  regret  having  to  hold  over  for  lack  of 
space  this  week  several  items  of  news  and  two 
letters  on  “A  World  1 Language.”  These  will 
be  given  next  week. — Ed.,  “ .AVomen’s  Pages.” 


Jajtuakt  14,  1922. 
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MEMORABLE  BOYCOTT  DAYS. 

“NO  CO-OPERATOR  NEED  APPLY.” 


THE  STRENUOUS  LIFE  TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS  AGO. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  JAMES  DEANS  (Continued). 


The  thrilling  experiences,  of  the  two  principal  boycotts  in  Scotland  are  recorded  by  Mr. 
James  Deans  in  his  reminiscences.  Nobody  knows  the  inside  of  the  boycott  better  than  he, 
and  Iris  recollections  may  be  taken  as  an  authentic  account  of  a very  important  period. 
The  series  of  articles  embodying  these  recollections  will  be  published  later  in  book  form. 


Co-operation  (writes  Mr.  Deans)  was  fortunate 
in  escaping  any  serious  attack — in  Scotland  at  all 
events — until  it  liad  got  over'  its  babyhood  and 
was  too  strongly  established  to  succumb  to  any- 
thing less  than  an  overwhelming  attack  in  full 
force  by  the  whole  weight  of  its  enemies.  It 
had  had  its  difficulties,  and  during  its  whole  his- 
tory it  had  been  called  upon  from  time  to  time, 
and  in  isolated  cases,  to  contend  against  bitter 
opponents.  It  was  not,  however,  until  1888  that 
something  in  the  nature  of  a concerted  attack 
was  made  upon  the  Soottish  societies.  In  the 
course  of  that  year  a Scottish  Traders’  Defence 
Association  was  formed,  composed  principally  of 
a small  and  unimportant  section  of  the  private 
traders  of  the  oity  of  Glasgow,  with  a few 
adherents  in  several  of  the  western  towns  and 
villages. 

The  First  Attack. 

The  executive  body  of  the  association  at  once 
initiated  a campaign  in  Aberdeen,  Kilmarnock, 
Perth,  and  Paisley,  and  as  a result  branches  of 
the  association  were  formed  in  each  of  these 
towns.  Co-operation  was  fieroely  attacked  in 
public  meeting  and  in  the  correspondence  columns 
of  tha  local  press.  The  co-operators  briskly 
responded,  and  for  months  a keen  controversy 
was  maintained.  In  each  of  the  communities 
chosen  for  the  fight  a lively  interest  was  evinced 
whilst  the  oontest  lasted,  and  much  dhttorness 
was  created  between  the  two  contending  parties. 
The  agitation  culminated  in  a challenge  sent  by 
the  Co-operative  Union  to  tha  Traders’  Defence 
Association  to  debate  the  merits  of  Co-operation 
versus  Private  Trading.  The  traders  hesitated 
about  acceptance,  but  after  some  delay  they 
deoided  to  accept.  Mr.  Deans  was  chosen  to 
champion  the  cause  of  co-operation,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Walker,  organising  agent  of  the  Traders’ 
Defence  Association,  was  the  representative  of 
the  Traders’  Association.  The  debate  took  place 
in  the  Waterloo  Rooms,  Glasgow,  on  February 
5th,  1889,  with  Mr.  John  Turnbull,  president  of 
the  Glasgow  Parliamentary  Debating  Society,  in 
the  chair,  and  in  the  presence  of  a large  audience 
composed  of  equtfl  numbers  of  co-operators  and 
private  traders.  The  proceedings  were-  lively, 
but  on  the  whole  were  orderly,  and  although  no 
vote  was  taken,  the  result  of  the  debate  was 
practically  to  put  an  end  to  the  agitation  against 
cooperation,  which  had  continued  throughout  the 
previous  year.* 

The  Second  Boycott. 

Towards  the  end  of  1895,  and  in  the  beginning 
of  1896,  there  was  a revival  of  the  hostility,  this 

* Mr.  Deaos  omits  to  mention  the  important  fact  that  the 
co-operators  of  Scotland  were  so  delighted  with  his  vic- 
tory that  ttiey  presented  him  with  a handsome  testimonial. 


Parisian  Style 


"Milkmaid”  Caf6  au  Lait  is  coffee 
in  the  true  Parisian  style— and  it 
requires  no  art  in  the  preparation. 
Made  in  a moment,  it  is  of  the 
same  delicate  flavour  and  fra- 
grance — invigorating,  refreshing 
and  sustaining.  Try  it' for  break- 
fast— and  supper  too. 

CAFE  AU  LAIT 

“MILKMAID”  BRAND 

(Pre-War  Style  Again) 

Tseaves  no  “ grounds  ” for  complaint. 

Economical — delicious — convenient ; 
no  milk  or  sugar  required. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C  3. 


time  chiefly  fostered  by  wholesale  merchants  and 
a number  of  small  manufacturers  in  and  around 
GlasgoWj  who  were  engaged  in  producing  or 
wholesaling  commodities  retailed  by  grooers. 

By  the  spring  of  1896  the  attack  was  in  full 
swing.  In  the  newspaper  correspondence  and 
the  platform  orations  employers  ’of  labour  were 
urged  to  refrain  from  employing  persons  directly 
or  indirectly  connected  with  co-operation.  This 
•was  the  beginning  of  the  first  effort  at  punishing 
co-operators  by  means  of  the  boycott,  which  came 
to  assume  somewhat  serious,  proportions  before 
it  was  finally  defeated.  Several  of  the  small 
employers  took  up  the  idea  of  getting  rid  of  co- 
operative employees  or  of  compelling  them  to 
lea.ve  the  societies.  A good  deal  of  alarm  was 
created,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  movement 
resulted  in  a number  of  timorous  or  hfilf-hearted 
co-operators  either  giving  up  their  membership 
altogether  or  having  it  transferred  to  another 
member  of  the  family.  Along  with  this  effort  to 
injure  co-operators  in  their  employment  there 
also  developed  a scheme  under  which  traders 
bound  themselves  only  to  purchase  goods  from 
such  wholesale  houses  and  manufacturers  as 
would  publicly  declare  their  refusal  to  give  any 
fonri  of  support  to  co-operators. 

The  Soottish  Section  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
the  chairman  of  which  was  at  that  time  Mr. 
James  Lochhead,  Edinburgh,  considered  that  the 
time  had  arrived  for  organised  defensive  action 
to  be  taken.  As  a preliminary  step  the  section 
convened  a meeting  of  representatives  from  the 
Wholesale  Society  and  all  the  retail  societies  in, 
and  around  Glasgow,  whioh  was  the.  chief  centre 
from  which  the  attack  was  emanating. 

Co-operative  Defence  Campaign. 

The  result  of  the  meetings  was  that  a large  and 
widely  representative  committee  was  formed, 
with  full  power  to  appeal  for  funds  and  to  take 
whatever  steps  they  thought  the  circumstances 
waiTj^n^d.  , 

The  war  was-  now  carried  into  the  enemy's  camp 
with  the  utmost  energy.  Mr.  Peter  Glasso  was 
chairman  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  and  that 
of  itself  ensured  that  there  would  b9  no  (slack- 
ness in  the  fighting  whilst,  as  its  secretary 
(writes  Mr.  Deans),  I gave  myself  and  my  time 
almost  entirely  to  the  prosecution  of  the  fight. 

Ono  of  the  first  things  the  Vigilance  Committee 
did  was  to  issue  to  the  public  and  the  press  a 
lengthy  and  reasoned  manifesto,  in  which  we 
stated  the  case  generally  for  il  co-operative  sys- 
tem of  trading,  showed  the  actual  results  of  cur 
activity,  and  appealed  to  all  classes  of  reasonable 
people  to  assist  us  in  defeating  the  mean  and 
selfish  endeavour  to  punish  individual  co-opera- 
tors by  depriving  tlvem  of  their  employment. 

This  was  promptly  answered  by  a manifesto 
from  the  Traders’  Defence  Association  in  tvlnch 
they  said  the  time  had  arrived  for  vigorous  action 
by  "manufacturers  and  merchants  against  ‘ the 
system  misnamed  co-operation,”  and  calling  upon 
employers  to  put  up  notices  warning  employees 
that  they  must  cease  to  be  co-operative  members 
if  they  wished  to  retain  their  employment. 

The  battle'  was  definitely  joined,  and  the  clash 
of  arms  rang  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  The  annual  Congress,  held  at  Woolwich 
tliat  year,  was  sitting  when  the  traders’  mani- 
festo was  issued,  and,  as  was  to  be  expected,  it 
formed  the  subject  of  a resolution  and  oi  righting 
speeches  by  both  English  and  Scottish  delegates. 
The  Vigilance  Committee  appealed  for  fluids,  and 
in  a few  weeks  had  the  sum  of  £20,000  at  their 
disposal,  while  many  societies  promised  more  if 
more  should  be  required.  Almost'  at  once  the 
boycott  began  to  take  form,  and  was  put  in  force 
in  factories  and  workshops.  There  were  many 
withdrawals  from  the  societies,  principally  in 
and  about  Glasgow,  and  for  a fdiort  time,  no 
doubt,  the  traders’  association  got  the  impres- 
sion that  they  were  going  to  inflict  heavy  losses 
on  the  co-operative  “enemy.”  To  their  credit 
be  it  said,  however,  that  a very  considerable  num- 
ber of  workers  refused  to  sever  their  connection 
with  co-operation  and  accepted  dismissal  from 
their  employment  rather  than  do  so.  \ paiivful 
and  most  regrettable  feature  of  the  tactics  of  the 
traders  was  the  selection  of  victims  from  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  poor  widows,  who  wore  in 
several  instances  the  sole  support  of  their 
widowed  mothers.  At  this  point  the  antagonism 
became  very  keen,  and  the  enthusisam  on  the  co- 
operative side  rose  to  a vary  high  pitch.  Every 
day  brought  forth  ite  casualties,  and  along  with 
that  a plentiful  crop  of  rumours  of  the  most 
sensational  character. 

Personal  incidents. 

One  or  two  examples  of  our  experiences  in  this 
connection  may  be  quoted.  Very  soon  after  the, 
proclamation  of  the  boycott  in  March, 
1896,  it  was  ropoited  that  a well-known 
manufacturer  of  a commodity  which  was 
much  in  demand,  and  who  was  doing  a good 
business  with  many  societies,  had  posted  the  boy- 
cott notice  in  bis  workshops.  I immediately 
communicated  with  him  (Mr.  Deans  continues). 


and,  referring  to  the  large  amount  of  business 
which  he  did  with  co-operative  societies, 
expressed  my  surprise  at  his  action.  In  reply,  I 
had  the  immediate  request  to  visit  him  an  his 
offioe  next  day.  I did  so,  and  on  approaching  his 
office  I was  stopped  by  a person  who  had  evidently 
been  on  the  lookout  for  me,  and,  instead  , of 
entering  by  the  front  way,  I was  esoorted  rortnd 
to  the  back  and  thence  to  a prirato  room.  Mr. 

admitted  that  the  notice  nad  been  posted 

in  his  works,  -but,  so  far  no  one  had  beep  dis- 
missed. He  also  stated  that  he  did  a largo  trade 
with  co-operative  sooieties,  and  it  was  very  satis- 
factory trade,  as  payments  were  prompt  and  sure  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  bulk  of  his  output 
went  to  private  traders,  and  he  could  not  afford 
to  injure  this  side.  His  travellers  reported  that 
day  by  day  they  were  beiug  informed  by  private 
customers  that,  unless  his  cono-perative  employees 
were  dismissed,  they  would  cancel  their  orders. 
What  was  he  to  do? 

He  pleaded  that  we  should  allow  him  to  keep 
the  notice  up,  as  it  would  please  his  trade  cus- 
tomers on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  he 
would  promise  that  no  dismissals  would  take 
place.  I informed  him  that  my  committee  re- 
garded that  as  impossible,  and  the  notice  must 
either  be  taken  dowa  or  he  would  lose  the  trade 
ho  was  now  doing  with  co-operators.  In  the  end 
the  notice  was  taken  down,  and  no  dismissals 
occurred. 

A Straight  Talk. 

Not  long  after  the  foregoing  incident  a mem- 
ber of  a society  in  Glasgow  called  at  my  office 
and  stated  that  lie  was  in  the  employment  of  a 
firm  of  manufacturers  and  wholesale  traders, 
employing  hundreds,  many  of  whom  were  co- 
operators,  or  sons  and  daughters  of  co-operators, 
and  that  the  boycott  notice  had  been  posted  in 
the  firm’s  workshops  and  warehouses.  On  the 
following  morning  Mr.  Glasse  and  myself  called 
at  the  head  office  of  the  firm.  VVe  handed  the 
manager  our  cards,  and  explained  that  1 our 


mission  was  to  ascertain  if  the  report  wliioh  we 
had  heard  was  true.  He  at  once  demanded  our 
authority  for  the  report.,  but  we  replied  that  we 
would  not  give  it;  that  lie  oould  either  admit  its- 
truth,  satisfy  us  that  it  was  false,  or  order  us 
out  of  the  office,  but  whatever  he  did  a report 
of  it  would  be  in  the  hands  of  every  co-operative 
society  which  traded  with  his  firm  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  He  became  very  angry,  and  made  some 
nasty  remarks,  but  we  held  our  ground.  Sud- 
denly he  passed  out  of  the  office  leaving  u$  alone. 
Mr.  Glasse  suggested  that  he  had  gone  for  a 
policeman  to  eject  us  from  the  premises,  but  lie 
soon  returned,  accompanied  by  two  leading  mem- 
bens  of  the  firm,  who  received  us  politely  and  to 
whom  we  intimated  our  mission. 

It  emerged  that,  like  the  employer  in  the 
previous  cose,  they  wanted  to  run  with  the  hare 
and  hunt  with  the  hounds. 

A few  weeks  later  an  employee  of  the  firm 
called  and  showed  me  a notice  which  he  hud 
leeeived  intimating  that  lie  must  either  with- 
draw from  the  co-operative  society  or  take  notice 
of  dismissal.  He  was  prepared  to  accept  dis- 
missal, but  would  not  give  up  'its  membership. 
A circular-letter  was  at  once  issued  to  all  socie- 
ties which  stocked  the  goods  of  the  firm.  A few 
days  afterwards,  on  entering  my  office  :n  the 
niorning,  I was  surprised  to  s>ee  a member  and 
two  officials  of  the  firm,  one  of  them  with  a largo 
bundle  of  letters.  On  inquiring  their  business,  I 
was  informed  that  the  letters  had  been  received 
from  societies  requesting  that  their  accounts  bo 
forwarded  and  cancelling  all  orders.  They  now 
desired  me  to  intervene  with  the  societies  on  the 
firm’s  behalf.  I pointed  out  that  they  hacl 
brought  the  trouble  on  themselves  by  their 
action  in  dismissing  employees  who  wore  co- 
operators  and  nothing  could  or  would  be  done  to 
save  them  from  the  consequences  The  result  of 
this  was  the  loss  to  the  firm  of  a great  volume 
of  trade,  whidh  waB  transferred  from  them  to 
co-operative  sources,  and  which  lias  remained 
there. 


Russet 

Tea 


Delighteul  Blend 
Prepared  by  the 

Co-operative  Tea 
Blending  Dept. 

In  Leman  Street, 

::  London.  :: 


* te* 


ASK  THIS  WEEK  AT  YOUR  STORE 


per 


lb. 


Russet  Tea— m. 

AND  THEN 

TEST  IT  AT  HOME. 


KEEP  THE  WRAPPER 

TILL  YOU  HAVE  WRITTEN 
YOUR  OPINION  OF  THE 

MERITS  OF  THE  TEA. 


OUR  COMPETITION. 

Write  your  opinion  of  RUSSET  TEA,  limitin8  the  letter  to  Thirty  Words.  and  thru 
keep  it  lor  a week  or  two.  When  you  buy  your  next  qu.rter-pound  other  ideas  may 
occur  to  you-and  you  may  rewrite  the  first  effort.  The  date  on  which  essays  arc  to  be 
submitted  wiU  be  announced  later,  meanwhile,  keep  your  wrappers;  they  w.11  be 
wanted  with  the  essays. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

f Correspond BXT3  are  requested  to  sprite  in  ink,  on  one 
R;a®  of  tho  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating  age,  eex, 
occupation,  nnd  symptoms,  using  distinctive noms-de- 
jiluiue  ’’  or  initials,  but.  also  giving  real  names  and  addresses 
ns  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute  conditions  or  cases  rc- 
• cuiriug  to  be  seen  can  be  considered.  Address,  " The 
D'cto.,”  "Co-operative  News,”:  Long  Millgate,  Munohester.] 


s 


Re  Stammering. — If  “ Student,”  in  a previous 
Issue  of  the  “ Co-operative  News,”  will  com- 
nunicate  with  E.  F.  Staples,  249,  Morlev-road, 
larking,  Essex,  something  to  advantage  may 
, ho  heard  of. 

‘‘Mrs.  A.  C.” — Re  operation.  I fear  this 
cannot  reach  you  in  time  to  be  of  service  to 
you.  My  reply  is  that  the  doctor  is  the  best 
judge  as  to  the  necessity  for  an  operation,  and 
that  it  must  be  left' to  him  entirely.  It  is  not 
lair  to  him  for  an  outsider  to  interfere  with  his 
advice,  under  the  circumstances. 

“ Really  Worried  Now.” — Only  on  examina- 
tion of  the  urine  could  determine  whether 
Fright's  Disease  is  present  or  not;  but  I should 
say  that,  is  scarcely  likely — that  your  “•  com- 
plaint ” is  considerably  of  ervous  origin,  with 
probably  some  bladder  irritability,  for  which  a 
few  bottles  of  the  following  prescription  might 
do  you  good: — Tincture  of  hyoscyamiis,  2 
drachms;  bicarbonate  of  potash,  2 drachms; 
bicarbonate  of  soda?  2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloro- 
form, 2 drachms;  infusion  of  buchu  to  8 ounces. 
One  tablespoonful  three  times  a day.  Many 
thanks  for  your  good  opinion  of  our  Medical 
C olumn.  Our  replies  are  only  given  through  it, 
not  by  post. 

“ Poresis.” — This  word  means  “partial 
paralysis,”  and  I do  not  think'  you  can  have 
more  done  for  you  than  your  own  doctor  is 
doing.  At  fifty-four  years  of  age  illnesses  are 
not  recovered  from  so  quickly  as  at  thirty-four, 
and  you  will  have  to  “possess  your  soul  in 
patience,”  and  wait  upon  Nature’s  method  of 
recovery.  You  say  that  you  are  wearied  out, 
resting,  and  “ doing  nothing  lnit  resting’’  for 
five  weeks.  You  may  consider  yourself  lucky 
if  you  have  not  to  have  patience  for  a good 
many  veeks  more.  The  real  cause  of  the  symp- 
toms is  situated  in- tire  brain  or  spinal  cord — or 
both;'  and  Nature  will  not  be  forced  in  her 
methods  of  working  her  recoveries. 

Neurasthenia  (“Nancy,”  second  reply).— 
With  the  substance  of  my  reply  in  May,  1919,  I 
entirely  agree;  and  take  this  opportunity  of  em- 
phasising that  part-of  it  in  which  you  were  then 
urged  to  “ learn  to  take  your  work  a bit  easier, 
and  not  to  be  so  spendthrift  of  your  nervous 
er.ergy,  to  ‘ ca’  canny,’  as  the  Scots  express  it  ; 
otherwise  you  might  degenerate  into  chronic 
neurasthenia,  from  which  recovery  might  be 
difficult.  ” Another  factor  in  your  case  is 
“ change,”  and  there  is  good  hope  that  after  you 
are  “ through”  with  this,  you  will  improve;  but 
the  drug  you  refer  to  is  no  cure  for  neurasthenia 
— or  anything  else.  Patience  and  time,  with  eco- 
nomy of  your  physical  powers,  alone  can  contri- 
bute to  your  recovery. 

Bladder  Trouble  (“Nr  A.”). — The  habit  is 
largely  due  to iien’ous  irritability  of  the  bladder, 
which  usually  wears  Away  in  time.  Your  treat- 
ment is  right  and  helpful.  1 should  advise  its 
continuance;  but  as  a further  help  you  might 
try  the  “ bobbin  treatment  ” of  fixing  a wooden 
bobbin  to  the  child’s  hack,  in  such  a position 
that  it  (the  child)  will  be  waked  whenever  it 
turns  on  to  its  back,  the  habit  being  most  fre- 
quent when  lying  on  the  back,  and  the  bobbin 
compelling  the  side  position  If  the  habit  is 
still  persistent,  then  a mixture  containing  tinc- 
ture of  belladonna  might  be  tried  ; but  a doctor 
should  give  or  prescribe  it.  Punishment  for  the 
oli'ence  is  worse  than  useless.  Many  thanks  for 
your  opinion  of  our  replies  as  “ interesting  and 
valuable.” 

Rupture  (“  Norths,”  or  some  such  “ nom-de- 
plume”). — It  is  a common  experience  to  find 
that  as  a man  gets  older  his  rupture  becomes 
piore  troublesome.  As  a rule,  a spring  truss 
gives  better  support  than  an  elastic  one;  but 
before  settling  ui>on  a new  one,  I think  it  would 
bo  wise  for  you  to  consult  a doctor,  perhaps  at 
your  hospital,  and  get  him  to  fit  you  with  a suit- 
able truss.  One  warning  I give  you  is,  that  if  the 
rupture  is  not  properly  supported  by  the  J^uss, 
if  any  part  of  it  coipes  down,  it  is  in  constant 
danger  of  “strangulation”  and  of  imperilling 
your  life.  Another  hint  is  that  even  at  your 
age  an  operation  for  the  cure  of  rupture  may 
not  only  be  justifiable,  but  advisable.  Ask  your 
doctor  about  this. 


Airedale  Co-operative  Worsted 
Manufacturing  Society  Ltd. 


The  Dewsbury  Pioneers*  Industrial 
Society  Limited 

respectfully  request  the  support  of  share- 
holding Societies  for 

Mr.  Joseph  Firth, 

Vice-President  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Firth  has  been  on  the  Committee  of 
Management  for  seven  year$,  and  is  a strong 
supporter  of  Co-operative  Productions. 

If  elected  he  will  fill  the  position  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  Society  he 
represents. 

Vote  for  FIRTH  of  Dewsbury. 


CALENDAR. 


JANUARY. 

Preatwkh  Society's  Educational  Committee.— Week-end 
School,  in  " the  Guild  Roam,  Warwick-street, 


F.  Hall,  M.A. 

Southern  Sectional  Conference,  at  99,  Lcman-street, 
London,  E.l,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
"The  International  Co-operative  Allianoo  and  In- 
ternational Trading";  to  be  introduced  by  Mr. 
II-  .1.  May  (secretary  of  the  International 
Alliance). 


2 p.n 

, Midland  Sectional  Conference,  in  the  Educational 
Room,  Exchange-street,  Derby,  at  3 p.in.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " A National  Society.” 

Speaker,  .Mr.  W.  Warren  (Derby). 

, Manchester  Distriot  Council,  Men's  Guild. — Quar- 
terly Meeting,  at  llolyouke  House,  Hanover-street, 
Manchester,  'at  5-d5  p.m.  ; 

, Mid-Yorkshire  District  Council,  Men’s  Guild. — Con- 
ference in  the  Society's  Premises.  Huddersfield, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Co-operators 
nnd  Political  Action."  Speaker,  Mr.  T.  Fqthergill 
(Leeds). 

Liverpool  Society's  Educational  Committee.— Week-end 
School,  at  the  Co-operative  Hall,  296,  Park-road, 
Diitglc.  Subject  : " Proportional  Representation." 
Lecturer.  Mr.  John  H.  Humphreys  (Proportional 
Representation  Society). 

Co-operative  Butcher-;’  Retail  Association. — Annual 
Meeting,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Market-street, 
Droyjsuen. 

, North -Western  Section.— Bolton  District  Conference, 
in  the  Pari;  li  School,  West  hough  ton,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion : "International  Co-opera- 
livo  Alliance  apd  Trading";  to  be  introduced  by 
Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (Co-operative  Union). 

, Central  Education  Committee. — Conference  in  the 
Mitchell  Kali.  Balloon -street-.  Manchester,  at-  2-45 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Organisation  of 
Junior  'Co-operators."  Speakers,  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Tomlinson  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer 


Northern  Educational  Association.— Con  feronoe  in 
the  Edgar  Hall  (of!  George -street),  Bishop  Auck- 
land, at  3-15  p.m.  Subjects  lor  discussion : 


" Voluntary  Work  on  Educational  Committees 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Besford);  “General  Oo-operative  Class 
Work  " (Mr.  A.  C.  Senior). 

Northern  Section.— North  Northumberland  District 
Conference,  in  the  Reay  Memorial  Hall,  Bedlington 
Station,  at  2 p.m.  Subjeot  for  disoussion  : 
" Loyalty."  Address  by  Mr.  W.  Clayton  (CAV.S. 
director). 

North-Western  Section.—  Manchester  District  Confer- 
ence. on  the  Co-operative  Premises,  Warwick - 
street,  Prestwioh,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Expense-  of  Co-operative  Societies." 

Address  by  Mr.  0.  T.  Hopkins  (Co-operative 


■Gi- 


nn). 


Southern  Section.— North  and  South  Metropolitan 
District  Conference,  in  the  Council  Schools,  Dollis 
Hill,  at  3 p.m:  Subject  for  discussion:  "The 

Possibilities  of  Co-operation.”  Speaker,  Mr.  Fred 
Bramley. 

Southern  Section.— Norfolk  District  Conference,  in 
the  Institute,  London-road,  Brandon,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject -for  discussion:  "The  International  Co- 
operative Alliance  and  International  Trading"; 
io  he  introduced  by  Mr.  W.  Resbury  (Southern 
Sectional  Board). 

Southern  Section. — Beds,  nnd  Bucks.  District  Con- 
ference of  Management  Committees  nnd  Officials, 
in  the  Tring  Society’s  Hall,  at  3-30  p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : " Present-Day  Difficulties  of  Man- 
agement." Speaker,  Mr.  Newman  (C.W.S.  audit 
deportment). 


MANAGERS  AND  OWNERS  OF 
BUSINESSES 

Are  feeling  more  and  more  the  sense  of  fellowship  with  their 
workers.  A piosperous  business  depends  on  healthy  happy 

You  know  how  many  of  your  workers*  troubles  depend 
on  bad  home  conditions-  Help  them  '.  Give  them  the  only 
books  which  give  them  that  knowledge  to  help  themselves. 


MARRIED  LOVE.  6s.  net  (Post  6d  ), 

The  book  which  makes  marriage  happy . 

WISE  PARENTHOOD.  3,.  6d.  „tl  (p„, «.). 

The  I realise  or.  birth  control. 

RADIANT  MOTHERHOOD. 

6s.  net  (Post  6d.). 

The  book  oj  help  for  expectant  parent}. 

By  Dr.  MARIE  STOPES. 

At  all  Booksellers. 

G.  P.  PUTNAM'S  SONS. 

24,  Bedford  Street,  Strand,  W.C  2. 


CONVALESCENT  HOMES 

Blackpool,  Otley,  and  Scarborough. 


TERMS  for  Visitors 
until  March  31st  : — 


Otley  - - - 
Blackpool  and 
Scarborough 


35s. 

per  week. 

£2 

per  week. 


Applications  for  rooms 
to  be  made>  direct  to' 

::  the  Matron.  :: 

The  Matron,  Co-operative  Convalescent  Home,  Chevin 
Hall,  Otley,  Yorks. 

The  Matron,  Co-operative  Convalescent  Home,  “ Glen- 
royo."  NVhitecate  Drive,  Blackpool. 

The  Matron,  Co-operative  Convalescent  Home,  Thorps 
Dene,  Westwood,  Scarborough. 


LOAN  WANTED. 

£2,200  on  Mortgage. 

Good  Security. 

Terms  to  Anchor  Tenants  Limited,  Garden  Suburb, 
Humberstone,  Leicester. 


WA 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  S 

FLOUR  BINS  AND  SHOOTS 

hro  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  Is  proved 
by  the  Increased  Repeat  Orders  that  aro 
coming  in.  if  you  have  not  got  a Cutalozuo, 
plea  so  write  for  one. 

Manufacturers  and  Furnishers  of  Appliances 
lor  “ Excelda " Check  System,  that  h.u 
proven  successful  at  Barnsley. 

Address:  TINNING  DEPARTMENT 


CONFECTIONERY  TRAYS 

BOTTOMS  IN  ONE  PIECE. 


RATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKERS.  (TheN.U.D.A.W. 

?‘THE  NEW  DAWN” 


T be  "Readable  "Trade  Union 
I a per.  Published  fortnightly 
(on  Saturdays).  Price  2d., 
Irom  brand)  secretaries,  or  3d. 
rest  free  from  Central  Office — 
"Oakley,"  Wilmslow  Road, 
Fallnwfield,  IViunchester- 


StTUATlONS  VACANT. 


ADU!M?TBn  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMPTED.— Wanted,  MANAGER  and  BUYER  for  new 
oiuchermg  Department;  must  he  accustomed  to  buying  live 
do  own  Slaughtering:  membership  1,300; 
open,ne  ,or  u progressive  man.-Applica- 
D°"?  ‘°.  ••’'a*''  nge,  experience,  wages  required,  be  accom- 
?“"} hy  two  recent  testimonials,  and  be  addressed  to  5. 
January P^Adhngton,  near  Chorley,  not  later  than  Saturday, 

A COMPETENT  SECRETARY  and  ACCOUNTANT  Wanted, 
to  take  full  control  of  office  and  accounts;  must  be 
nn,'.l«orfC‘  °?pab,e  of  preparing  balance  sheet  and  all  other 
necessary,  returns;  a good  disciplinarian;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of 
?SnPai^  f le,s.  for  -ve'Y  e'x'cd  September,  1921,  over 
£200,000.— Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  and  refer- 
ences, to  reach  Horwjph  Co-operative  Society  86,  Lee- 
Jan?,  Horwich,  not  later  than  Thursday,  January  19th  en- 
Secretary."  Canvassing  the'  Committee  in  any 
nlaiiner  whatever  will  be  a disqualification. 

Boot,  shoe,  and  clog  department  manager.- 

.* "ted,  an  efficient  and  capable  MAN  a«  DEPART- 
AIENTAL  MANAGER,  BUYER,  and  SALESMAN ; must  under- 
Maud  the  Lancashire  clog  trade;  membership  3,300;  sales 
las.,  year  £6.500,  capable  of  improvement;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of 
wage,.— Apply  by  letter,  stating  age  and  experience,  with 
references,  not  later  than  first  post,  Thursday,  January  13tti 
to_Co-oper.it  i\e  >'M.-i-iy  Ltd  , H mi  , ■ r I.  .r  . <1  " j _ ,t . . ' 

CLERK  (male)  Wanted,  with  experience  of'leakage  ac- 
c-Hints;  age  21  or  22;  trade  union  wages  and  condi- 
tions observed.— Apply,  Manager,  Dartlord  Co-operative 
Society,  93,  Kent-road,  Dartlord. 

CO-OPERATIVE^  SOCIETY'S  -GENERAL  MANAGER 
an*#-™'  25,000  members;  10  departments;  annual  sales 
£938,000.  Applications  to  be  in  og  or  before  January  19th, 
stating  age,  previous  experience,  and  salary  required,  with 
two  references  (if  testimonials,  copies  only),  to  be  endorsed 
'Genera1  Manager,"  and  addressed  tffe  Committee,  Rochdale 
Equitable  Pioneers’  Society  Ltd.,  Toad-lane,  Rochdale. 

DAIRY  MANAGER  Required  bv  the.  Warrington? Indijs^ 
trial  Co-operative  Society  Liugt&B  iievHdopj'rhi&ir 
shortly  commencing. -^Applications  ifiifsti!  be 'made  mil  Yfi.’ 
society's  printed  -form,  which  Will  be  sdnt  on'  receipt  of  a 
stamped  addressed  envelope,  and  must  he  delivered  at  the 
Office,  15,  Cairo-street,  Warrington,  by  Wednesday  morning, 
January  25th.  Present  membership  of  society,  21,000. 

DRAPERY  MANAGERESS. — Wanted,  smart  and  efficient 
YOUNG  LADY'  as  DEPARTMENTAL  MANAGERESS 
nnd  BUYER;  not  under  2o  years  of  age;  membership  2,700; 
'ast  year’s,  sales  £3,300,  which  is  capable  of  great  improve- 
ment; N U.C'.O.  rate  of  wages  paid. — Apply  by  letter,  stating 
age  and  experience,  with  two  recent  copies  of  testimonials, 
not  luter  than  first  post,  January  23rd,  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  Padiham,  endorsed  " Drapery.' 

rYISH  AND  1'RUIT  MANAGER. — Wanted,  an  efficient  and 
capable  MAN  as  DEPARTMENTAL  MANAGER  nnd 
BUYER;  membership  2,700;  sales  last  year  £3.300;  N.U.C.O 
scale  of  wages  paid.— Apply  by  letter,'  stating  age  and  ex- 
perience, with  two  recent  copies  of  testimonials,  not  later 
than  first  post,  Monday,  January  23rd,  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  Pudilia.m.  endorsed  **  Fish  and  Fruit." 


A 1LNERAL  MANAGER  for  St.  Cuthliert's  Co-operative 
" X Association  Limited.— Applications,  slating  age,  experi- 
ence, and  salary  expected,  and  enclosing  7 copies  of  testi- 
monials. to  be  endorsed  " General  Manager,"  and  sent  to 
Secretary,  St.  Cuthbert’s  Co-operative  Association  Limited, 
92,  Foil  n tain  bridge,  Edinburgh. 


HEAD-MILLINER.— Thoroughly  . experienced  YOUNG 
LADY  Required;  competent  to  supervise  workroom 
and  buy  under  supervision  of  drapery  manager.— Apply  bv 
letter,  stating  full  particulars,  endorsed  " Milliner,"  to  the 
Co-operative  Industrial  Society.  2,  Mill-street,  Pendleton. 

MALE  GROCERY" ASSISTANT' for  Leather-head  Branch! 

quick  and  good  salesman  essential.— Apply,  stating 
experience,  age,  nnd  wages  required,  to  Committee,  Oo-opcxu- 
live  Society,  Haydon-plnoe,  Guildford^ 


M 


ANAGER  Wanted  for  i 


• branch  shop;  departments: 
drapery,  boots,  and  clothing;  sales  last  quarter  £1,574, 
easily  be  doubled.— Apply,  stating  age  and  experience? 
with  copies  of  testimonials,  to  Servants'  Committee,  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Mansfield. 

ANAGER  Wanted  for  new  Central  Premises,  Furnishing 
Department,  under  general  manager;  good  opening 
for  smart  man.— Apply,  stating  age  and  experience,  with 
testimonials  (copies  only),  to  Servants’  Committee,  Co-opc-ra- 
tive  Society  Ltd.,  Mansfield. 


MANAGING  SECRETARY’ ; Grocery,  Drapery,  Boots,  and 
Hardware;  membership  950;  sales  average  £250 
weekly.— State  salary  required,  Barnstaple  and  District  New 
Cooperative  Society  Ltd.,  Queen-street.  Barnstaple. 


SKIPTON  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LTD.— 
Wanted,  qualified  LADY  ASSISTANT  for  Drapery  De- 
partment; able  to  serve  through;  must  be  over  21  years 
of  ugo.  Also  YOUTH,  about  18  years  of  age,  for  Drapery 
and  Furnishing  Departments;  one  with  experience  preferred'; 
N U.D.A.W.  scale  of  \v:-es.— Applications,  statiug  age  and 
qualifications,  with  two  i&ferences,  addressed  lo  the  Society, 
to  be  6ent  on  or  before  January  I7ih,  endorsed  " Assistant." 


THE  Wakefield  Borough  Co-operative  Society  desires  to 
thank  ul'i  applicants  for  the  position  of  MANAGER, 
and  to  intimate  that  (lie  position  is  now  filled. 

UK  Englcy  Co-operative  Society  Limited  invite  applica- 
tions for  tire  position  "f  BAILIFF  for  their  Ramwclls 
Farm,  Bromley  Cross. — Written  applications,  stating  age, 
wage  required,  and  experience,  together  with  recent  testi- 
monials, and  endorsed  " Farmer,"  to  bo  6ent  in  not  later 
(■liar.  January  31st. 

WANTED,  by  (ho  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Origgle- 
stone,  FISH  and  GREENGROCERY  SALESMAN  for 
hawking,  trade  union'  rate  of  wages  paid. — Application  to 
lie  in  by  Tuesday.  January  17th,.  endorsed  " Fish  Salesman." 
NTED,  MANAGER  for  Laundry  doing  a weekly  t rade 
H of  about  £180.— ApDly  by  letter,  endorsed  " Appli- 
cant," slating  age,  wage,  and  cxjierience,  to  the  Keighley 
and  District  .Co-operative  Laundries  Association  Limited, 
Wesl-lu n e,  Keighlqy  not  later  t hail  Jan uary  25th . 


tIENKRAL  MANAGER  and  BUYER  Wanted;  fully  quali- 
r .tied  lo  take  charge  of  grocery  (central  and  7 branches), 
bakery,  drapery,  boots,  tailoring  anil  outfitting,  coal,  and 
transport  departments;'  mlist  bo  good  disciplinarian  and 
capable  organiser;  3,600  members ; annual  sales  £127,000; 
N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wages.— Apply  by  letter,  not  later  than 
January  2Jrd,  addressed  Committee,  nnd  endorsed  " General 
Manager,"  enclosing  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials,  stat- 
ing ago,  qualifications,  experience,  and  present  engagement, 
to  Cu-upcrutivo  Society  Ltd,,  Red  Lion-street,  Goole. 


WANTED.  BAKER  and  CONFECTIONER;  to  take  charge 
of  bakehouse;  inaehine-made  brc^d. — Applications, 
statiug  wages  required,  with  references,  lo  be  sent  to  tbo 
General  Committee,  Co-operative  Society  Ltd  , Spalding. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  warehousemen, 

CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS.—  Societies  requir- 
ing efficient  men  or  women,  with  good  references,  for  any 
distributive  department,  apply,  John  Turner,  General  Sec- 
retary, National  Amalgamated  Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Ware- 
housemen, and  Clerks,  Dilke  House,  .Malct-street,  London, 
W.C.I. 

ADVERTISER  seeks  Berth  as  SECRETARY  or  SECRE- 
TARY MANAGER  to  society  up  to  1,000  members; 
excellent  testimonials;  moderate  salary;  disengaged. — Apply, 
'■Midlarder,"  “ Co-opcrativo  News,”  Manchester. 

BAKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or  Wales 
requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  aoy  grade  are  requested 
*o  apply  to  W.  Banfield,  General  Secretary,  Amalgamated 
Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Confectioners,  57,  Sydaey- 
vtrc?t,  London,  S.W. 

/'NLERK  and  CASHIER  (male)  seeks  POSITION;  10  years' 
VJ  experience  in  co-operative  bookkeeping  and  general 
office  routine;  used  to ' controlling  clerical  staff;  holder  of 
Bookkeeping  Certificates;  excellent  references.— Box  32, 
" Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 

DRAPERY. — YOUNG  MAN,  aged  28,  Requires  Situation 
ns  FIRST  ASSISTANT'  or  as  BRANCH  MANAGER;  7* 
years'  experience  in  private  and  co-operative  trade;  excel- 
lent testimonials;  good  appearance.— Box  28,  "Co-operative 
News,"  Manchester. 

GROCERY  AND  PROVISIONS.— Wanted.  Situation  as 
' BRANCH  MANAGER;  used  to  high-class  trade;  excel- 
lent references;  age  47;  disengaged  when  suited. — Apply, 
" Y.  Z."  "Co-operative  News."  .Manchester. 

Grocery,  provisions,  and.  general  store  trade! 

- MANAGER  or  FIRST;  life  experience;  married;  aged 
43;  disengaged;  good  references;  permanency;  distance  no 
object;  (o-operator. — SPiu.Ens.  Cranbrook-rond.  Parkstone. 

ROCERY  AND  PROVISIONS.— Advertiser,  single.  28 
"Tff  years  of  age,  13  years'  co-operative  experience  nnd 
additional  high-class  private  trade  experience,  desires  Posi- 
tion as  BRANCH  MANAGER;  has  held  similar  position;  ex- 
cellent refs.;  disengaged  when  suited. — Box  33,  “ Co-opera- 
tive  Nows,"  Manchester. 

g :r.  _ 

pcrience;  aged  33;  highest  references;  disengaged  when 
suited. — "William  B.,"  c/o  Gladstone  Villas,  New  Tupton, 
near  Chesterfield. j 

SITUATION  Required  os  BRANCH  MANAGER  (Grocery) 
by  thoroughly  experienced  man;  first-class  reference?. 
— Reply  to  “Systematic,"  " Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 
XXTANTED,  Re-engagement  as  GENERAL  MANAGER  to 
71  final!  society  ; over  20  years'  successful  co-operative 
experience ; West  or  South  of  England  preferred. — Address, 
" Equity,”  " Co-operative  News,”  Manchester. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

A TTRACTIVE  WINDOW  DISPLAYS  and  POSTERS  can  bo 
made  with  PAPER  LETTERS;  learn  to  cut  them  by 
the  " Prime  " system ; patterns  and  method,  2s.  post  free. — 
Department  B.,  27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 

ALUMINIUM  CAKE  and  WINDOW  SHOWSTANDS.  1 to  4 
tier.— Samples  at  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Man- 
chester, or  Nottingham  Aluminium  Co.,  8,  North  Church- 
street,  Nottingham.  Catalogue  free.  • , 

DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thing,  noted 
tho  world  over.  Also  CREAM  CHEESE,  MILK-FED, 
HOME-CURED  HAMS  and  BACON,  supplied  by  the  Cathedral 
Dairy,  Exeter,  “ the  home  of  Devonshire  Clotted  Cream.”— 
Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Industrial  Society  Ltd., 
110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter.  Priced  and  uli  particular*  on 
application. : 

Exceptional  opportunity.— a number  of  iron 

STEAM  OVENS;  slightly  used;  rebuilt  complete  as 
NEW;  at  great  reductions.  Also  five  2-sack  ROTARY 
DOUGH  MACHINES;  good  condition.— Full  particulars  from 
Fermentino  (^,  81^  Essex-road,  LondoD,  N.l. 

171  OR  SALE,  " Studebaker  " BAKERY  VAN;  in  excellent 
. running  condition;  smart  appearance.— Apply,  Queens- 
hury  Industrial  Society  Ltd.,  near  Bradford. 

IIYOR  SALE,  "Ford”  VAN;  suitable  for  bread,  grocery, 
or  sack  stuff;  only  run  about  1,000  miles;  cost  £280; 
will  sell  for  £160;  a 'genuine  bargain.— Apply,  Manager, 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd..  Ellesmere. 

INCREASE  EFFICIENCY— WINDOW  DISPLAY  LETTER- 
ING and  FIGURES,  in  dainty  tints;  patterns  and  expert 
instruction,  2s.  9<1. ; complete  business  outfit,  5s.  6d.,  post 
free.— Couway  Sign  Service,  Broadway,  Harrow. 

THE  Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  Limited  beg 
to  inform  societies  that  they  have  PEGGIES,  RUB- 
BING BOARDS,  and  BRUSH  STOCKS  always  on  hand,  oDd 
can  give  QUICK  DESPATCH;  best  workmanship  guaranteed. 
A trial  order  solicited. 

" ■%  VOLUNTARY  MOTHERHOOD  ";  world's  best  book;  42 
V illustrations;  fully  informative;  P.O.,  4s.  10d.— Science 

Librarian,  16a,  Portland-road,  London.  YV.ll. 

EAST;  finest  Belgian;  fresh  arrivals  daily;  special  terms 
to  co-operative  societies.— Terms  from  Perm  entice  Co., 
81.  Essex-read,  London,  N.l. 

NON-SMELLING  FIRELIGHTERS. 

<)D.  PACKETS;  17s.  gross  packets;  samples  gratis.— Ad- 
/V  dress,  Firelight  Supplies,  Gorton,  Manchester. 


WORKING  A 44-HOUR  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen  Prices. 
Established  1887. 

T.  If.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 

1 1 K ARMY  HUTS,  BOLTED  SECTIOTaY  TtPE.  60ft. 
HO  by  15ft.  LARGE  BUILDINGS,  150IL  by  30  ft.  and 
60ft.  by  30ft . Delivered  in  any  quantities  free  of  all  charges, 
Liverpool,  Preston,  Workington,  or  Swansea.  Why  pay  high 
prices  for  building  at  the  present  time?  These  Sectional 
Hu  to  are  easily  adaptable-  for  business  requirements.  Co- 
operative Societies'  Committees  plcaso  make  inquiries.— 
Insular  Trading  Company  Ltd.,  Douglas,  I.O.M. 

ENTERTAINERS. 

EDUCATION  SECRETARIES  PLEASE  NOTE. 

MARGARET  MURCH, 

"IjlROM  principal . London  Theatres,  in  WHOLE-EVENING 
J;  HUMOROUS  and  DRAMATIC  RECITALS  from  world 
classics.  Success  at  Elysium,  Swansea.  Return  Performance, 
January  22nd.  Wanted  dates  between  Leod s nnd  South 
Wales,  February  1st  and  4th  inclusive. — Higher  Brooks-lone, 
Street,  Somerset. 

OUTIIERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  AGENCY. 
(Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes  to  It.  HlB- 

DERP,  66,  Great  Prescott-street,  London. __E-h 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIF.  MIMICS."— Open  for  Christ- 
mas and  New  Y’ear;  great  success;  repertoire  pro. ; 
terms  mod. — 15,  Warwiek-st.,  Hulmc,  Man.  Tel.  1163  CentroL 


January  14,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Aids 

Digestion. 

Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and- 
Butter- and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

H oS/L  I S 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 

■ That  is  why  HOVIS  is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  br?ad. 

YOUR  BAKER  BAKES  IT. 


If  you 
want 


S 


OLID 

TYLISH  Try 

ERVICEABLE  SPEBOPE 
HOES  FOR  Bnmd. 

UNSHINE  OR 
TOHM 


HOLYOA&E  Brand. 

THE  BEST  FOR  ALL  WEAK. 

Ask  at  your  Btoros  for  thorn. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Mpst  Up-to-Dats 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L.,  "Ecclos, 11  "Climax,”  and  other  Chock  Systems.  Penny 
Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX"  System:  No 
Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest  accuracy  Saves  Money 

118,  CORPORATION  ST„  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street.  Nowcasblo-on-Tyne, 

Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O. 


Better  Results  are  possible 

it  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and  effective 
method  of  handling  transactions  and  accounts.  Gives 
members  quicker  service  and  management  complete 
control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 


The  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd.,  London,  W.l. 


JOSEPH  BAKER  SONS  & PEIKIRS  Ltd. 


FOR 


CAKE  MIXERS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST „ 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH; 

Telephone , PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telemann : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Offices  : E3NGSWAY  HOUSE.  KINGSWAY,  LONDON,  W.O.  2.  Works  : W1LLESDEN 
JUNCTION.  LONDON.  N.W.  10,  and  PETERBOROUGH.  Branches  : 70,  WELLINGTON 
STREET.  GLASGOW.  72,  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL,  i. 


* 3f  it's  Jaded — “ ^Drummer  ” it.’ 


DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 
bought  at  all  Co-operative  Store*. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES,  BOLTON. 


ffever  Say  SDye — Say  “i drummer 


YOU  WANT  SATISFACTION 

in  your  DYEING  & CLEANING  Dept.  p 


THEN  TRY  AT  ONCE  OUR 

CO-OPERATIVE  SERVICE 

(Best  In  the  Country) 

Hundreds  arc  Using  It.  WHY  NOT  YOU  ? 

Tel.  1966.  Cardigan  St..  LEICESTER. 


Is  the  BOO©  fpr 

t w BOYS  w.  (~v 
I Smart : ReliAbk  ] 
i i»  - Best Value  : it- 

^kV-AWc  by  the  ^ 

Crompton  Boot  A\Anu&cr<n 

w-i&uvw*,r‘  ■ 


Cl)e  Ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 

Works  - WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “.SELF-HELP”  Ltd. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Rakers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grandrellcs,  Flannelette.  Silesias, 
Lincnettcs,  Lustres,  & Silketcen  Linings:  nlso  ol  Grey  Cloths. 
Telephone:  National.  Burnley,  133.  - Manchester  Royal  Ex- 
change, No.  9 Pillar.  Telephone : National.  Mancheeter.SOlD 
Registered  OHicei  6,  Church  St.  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

, Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between  Leigh  and 
Warrington  ; 10  minutes'  walk  (rom  Culcbeth  Station, 

Great  Central  Railway  ; 25  minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction, 
L.  & N.-W.  Railway. 

Tennis.  Bowling.  Olooe  Golf.  Ciioqubt. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply:— 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Nr.  Warrington 
or  Secretary,  Co-op  ®ratlve  8octety  Leigh,  Lancs. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Mincemeat,  Plum  Puddings  (in  Basins), 
Fruit  Wines. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  Moderate  in  Price. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society 
Ltd.,  Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 

\JL7  ANnTKTIl  All  Co-operator*  6? 

1 , Trade  Unioniita 

to  ask  at  their  Storos  for 

Self-Help  Brand  of  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - - DARTFORD  ROAD,  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing  Society 

Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire  Ltd. 
Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Hoot-Olosing  Twist. 
Tailors'  Buttou-Holc  Twist.  Ac.,  Bindings,  Boot  Loops 
Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings. 

Agenta  The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Sjcieties, 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot  and 
Shoe  Manufacturing  Society  Ltd 

Makers  of  the 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies  Boots  and  Shoes 
The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trnde  Union  Stamp. 


Thomson’s  Mir  Goths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Hills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies, 


PAISLEY 

Ce-operative  Manufacturing  Society  Ld. 

Manufacturers,  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths. 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c.,  ' 


CILVER  SEAL  MARGARINE  is 
^ onerative  Production.  Everv  G 


^ is  a real  Co- 
operative Production.  Every  Guildswoman 
should  ask  for  it  this  week — and  nest. 

i A 8K  to  see  the  C.W.S.  bunch  of  cloth  patterns 
in  your  Tailoring  Department,  and  so  have 
the  full  advantage  of  federal  organisation. 

/^O-OPERATIVE  GOODS  should,  always  be 
^ weighed  in  CO-OPERATIVE  SCALES. 
Just  see  if  yours  are'C.W.S.  If  not,  why  not? 

¥ ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter,  and  is 
***  one  of  the  best  known  O.W.S.  specialities. 
Ask  for  it  in  your  local  shop. 

CHOKERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY  OUT 
^ Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best  of  the  kind; 
C.W.S.  always. 

DEVONIA  SERGES  are  the  productions  of  the 
Bucki'astleigli  Mills  of  the  C.W.S.  Ask  to 
see  them  at  your  Stores.  If  not,  why  not?.  They 
are  real  co-operative  productions,  Al, 


A Serviceable  Boot. 


Every  man  should  ask  for  this  Boot 
at  his  Store.  It  should  be  stocked  in 

EVERY  CO-OPERATIVE  BOOT 
DEPARTMENT. 


BASSES  of  fish  are  despatched  daily  from 
the  C.W.S.  Fish  centres.  Ask  your  man- 
ager to  order  one  for  you — and  you — and  you. 

BASSES  OF  FISH  sent  daily  from  the  C.W.S. 

fish  station  a Lowestoft.  Ask  the  manager 
of  -your  own  store  to- arrange  for  a trial  order 
at  3s.  or  2s. 


CERVICE  CYCLE  CARRIER  for  grocerv, 
^ butchering,  and  bakery  departments — made 
at  the  C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley,  Birming- 
ham. Co-operative  goods  should  be  delivered  by 
co-operative  carriers. 

"CURE  INSURANCE  policies  are  arranged  lor 
co-operators  by  the  Co-operative  Insurance 
Society  Ltd.,  which  has  agencies  in  all  co-opera- 
tive oentres,  and  is  developing  a system  of  reach- 
ing co-operators  everywhere'.  Members  of  Guilds 
are  specially  invited  to  see  that  Co-operative 
Insurance  is  discussed  at  Branch  meetings; 
literature  and  particulars  will  be  sent  on  appli- 
cation to  109,  Corporation-street,  Manchester. 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOB  EACH 


This  well  - known 
CO-OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 

is 

A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS'. 


MADE  BY 


The  CROMPTON  BOOT 

: Manufacturers  Limited,  : 

“I  & U"  WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


TVF  ANAGER8  WANTING  HELP  in  the  delivery 
■f”  of  goods  should  send  to  the  C.W.S.  Cycle 
Works,  Tyseley,  Birmingham,  for  particulars  of 
the  new  cycle  carrier  for  retail  branches. 

FEDERATION  SELF-RAISING  FLOUR  is 
A famous  in  tho  Lancashire  district,  and 
housewives  proclaim  that  there  is  “ none  bet- 
ter ” ; and  that’s  the  fact. 


CW T Q GOLD  FLAKE  Cigaaettes  are 
• it  tJi6  cigarettes  to  ask  for  at 

your  stores.  Always  use  the  letters  C.W.S. 

before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 

“TRIPPERS,  oh,  them  golden  kippers!”  was 
the  strain  of  an  old  song.  It  is  the  call 
of  the  Fish  Section  of  the  C.W.S.  Have  you 
asked  for  C.W.S.  Kippers  at  your  store? 

“ rpRE  PRODUCER”  is  the  paper  for  those 
■¥■  interested  in  the  business  side  of  the 
movement.  Ask  your  store  manager  to  be  shown 
a copy.  It  costs  threepence  a month — but  is 
worth  more,  much  more.- 


12 


The  C.W.S.  LADIES’  SHOE 

At  lOs.  9d. 

IS  OBTAINABLE  AT  EVERY  CO-OPERATIVE  STORE. 


J A.VUAKT  14,  1922. 


CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE 

Sooures  IMMEDIATE  BENEFIT  in  the 
case  of  INDUSTRIAL  ASSURANCE.  : s 


ASK  YOUR  DRAPERY  MANAGER 


To  show  you  the  — 


in  White,  Cream,  and  Stripes,  woven  at  the 
C. W.  S.  Mills  at  Bury  and  Radcliffe.  This  is 
available  for  sale  at  all  Co-operative  Stores  at 


Per  Yard 


Is.  3d. 


Per  Yard. 
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The  Co-operative 
Insurance  Way. 


BY  THE  PILOT. 

Co-operative  Insurance  is  advancing 
every  week,  and  policies  are  being  issued  in 
thousands  where  they  were  previously  re- 
corded in  hundreds. 

The  additional  Premium  Income  of  1920 
over  1919  and  of  1921  over  1920  justifies  the 
enterprise,  the  advertising,  the  advocacy,  the 
agencies,  and  the  co-operative  character  of 

THE  ONLY  CO-OPERATIVE 
INSURANCE  OFFICE 

in  this  country,  viz.,  the  C.I.S. 

Of  course,  it  has  critics — some  think  it 
moves  too  fast,  others  that  it  advances  too 
slowly.  There  may  be  differences  of  opinion 
on  such  points,  but  all  are  agreed  that  it  is 

SAFE  AND  SURE. 

That  is  the  thing  that  really  matters.  And 
then  there  is  the 

IMMEDIATE  FULL 
BENEFIT 

on  its  Industrial  Policies. 

The  full  sum  assured  on  an  Industrial 
Policy  is  not  allowed  by  most  companies 
until  some  considerable  time  has  elapsed  after 
the  issue  of  the  policy,  the  time  varying  from 
one  to  ten  years. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
POLICY 

on  an  adult  life,  the  premiums  for  which  are 
payable  either  weekly  or  monthly,  is  in 
immediate  full  benefit  from  the  time  of  issue. 

Compare  the  “ Co-operative  ” benefits  with 
those  offered  by  the  average  office : — 

Infantile  Assurance. 

Premium,  One  Penny  per  week.  Age  at 
entry,  One  year  next  birthday. 

The  undermentioned  amounts  are  payable 
should  the  child  die  after  attaining  the  age 
of : — 

Other  Indus- 
Co-operative  trial  Offices 
Polioy.  (average), 

2 Months  or  less  .. . £1  10  o ..  Nil. 

3 Months  £ 3 o 0 . . £1  10  o 

6 Months  £6  0 0 ..  £2  10  0 

1 Year...,, £6  o o ..  £3  o o 

5 Years  , £10  00..  £500 

10  Years £12  16  0 . . £10  16  o 


Adult  Assurance  : Whole  Life. 


lUlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllli 


TELEPHONE  
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Premium,  Sixpence  per  week, 
the  following  ages  of  entry  : — 


15  Years £73  4 

20  Years £63  12 

25  Years £55  4 

30  Years £46  16 

35  Years £40  4 

40  Years •••£33  *2 

45  Years £28  10 

50  Years £23  2 


Benefits  at 

Other  Indus- 
trial Offices 
(average . 

£58  0 0 

£51  0 0 

£44  2 0 

£37  16  0 

£32  S 0 

£27  12  0 

£23  2 o 

£18  iS  0 


Intending  insurers  who  wish  to  obtain  the 
best  value  for  their  premiums  in  connection 
with  any  form  of  insurance  should  apply  to 
the  Co-operative  Insurance  Society  Limited, 
109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester ; 14, 

Red  Lion  Square,  Holborn,  London,  YV.C. ; 
or  to  the  local  agent. 


Printed  and  Published  b„  the  Rational  Co-OPBiUTrvi  Pitoushinq  Soounjr  Liaiitrd,  at  their  Offices,  Lone  Millgate,  Manchester.— Saturday,  January  14th,  1922. 
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SPEND  EVERY  £1  AT  YOUR  STORE.— See  page  4. 


WHEATSHEAF 

SHOES 

LOOK  WELL 

. AND  

WEAR  WELL. 

ASK  AT  THE  STORE. 


■a 


aws.  PRODUCTION. 

UNITAS" 

Handkerchief 

L A Beal  Co-operative Pred uctioa,  f 
SOLD.  AT 
YOUR  STORE. 


No.  2,643.  No.  143.  New  Series. 


Saturday,  January  21,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCa, 
Begtolered  m a N a wap*  pet. 


LATEST  FRO!  ALL  PflBTS 


A SELFRIDGE  RECOMMENDATION. 

Ip  it’s  good  enough  for  Mr.  Gordon  Selfridge, 
it's  good  enough  for  every  man  associated  with 
pushing  forward  co-operative  business. 

Recently,  at  a conference,  Mr. 
Selfridge  said  he  was  familiar  with  the 
contents  of  “The  People’s  Year 
Book,’’  for 

“ he  had  taken  it  yearly  as  a means  of 
education.’’ 

That  should  be  sufficient  testimony  to  cause 
every  co-operative  committeeman  to  make  sure 
that  all  store  employees  are  presented  with  a 
eopy — “ as  a means  of  education.’’  Educational 
committees  please  note. 

Orders  are  now  being  received. 

Ask  at  your  next  meeting  if  the  order  for 
your  society  has  been  sent  along  to  the 
Co-operative  Frees  Agency. 


HANDKERCHIEF  COMPETITION. 

From  the  prize-winners  in  the  recent 
“Unitas”  Handkerchief  Competition  most 
appreciative  acknowledgments  have  been  made 
and  high  tribute  paid  to  the  quality  of  the 
various  C.W.S.  productions,  such  as  blankets, 
down  quilts,  dress  lengths,  and  suit  lengths, 
which  formed  the  main  prizes.  The.  youngsters 
too,  seem  to  delight  in  the  knives  from  the 
<\W  S.  cufhsry  , works  at  Sheffield,  dho 
from  the  leather  factory  at  Newcastle,  and  the 
boxes  of  handkerchiefs,  of  which  they  had 
written  such  excellent  descriptions. 

Evidently  the  Buckfastleigh  costume  lengtfca 
were  a source  of  delight  to  the  prize-winnere. 
and  a perusal  of  the  letters  received  suggests 
that  the  competition  has  inspired  many 
hundreds  of  people  to  recognise  the  excellence 
of  co-operative  productions,  and  the#necessity 
for  oo-operators  to  give  all  the  support  they  can 
to  those  goods  made  at  factories  which  have 
been  established  for  the  supply  of  household 
necessities  to  members  of  societies.  The  sale 
of  “ Unitas  ” handkerchiefs-  continues  on  a high 
level.  Every  reader  should  ask  for  the 
“ Unitas  ” handkerchief — ladies’  at  ojd..  gents.’ 
at  Is. — and  so  help  to  keep  the  Chorley  mills 
of  the  C.W.S,  well  employed. 


NOURISHING  " NUTRIX.” 

Here  is  a letter,  the  original  of  which  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  C.W.S.,  testifying  to  the 
good  qualities  of  the  C.W.S.  brand  of  milk 
powder — known  as  “ Nutrix  ” : — 

Hull. 

To  the  C.W.S.  Ltd. 

Gentlemen, — Three  months  ago  my  baby  hoy, 
Albert,  aged  6ix  months,  was  very  ill ; the 
poor  little  chap  seemed  to  grow  worse  each  day. 

I was  much  distressed  to  see  him  6low]y 
becoming  just  a shadow  of  his  former  self. 
Doctor’s  medicine  was  of  no  avail ; the  child’s 
stomach  would  retain  no  food  whatever. 

Your  wonderful  preparation,  “ Nutrix,’’  was 
recommended  by  a local  branch  manager. 

I purchased  a tin,  and  since  the  first  trial 
my  little  boy  has  never  looked  back.  “ Nutrix  ” 
seemed  to  contain  the  very  food  and  nourish- 
ment required1;  he  quickly  became  well  again, 
and  to-day  I am  pleased  to  be  the  mother  of 
such  a fine,  healthy,  robust  little  fellow. 

Thanks  with  all  my  heart  to  “ Nutrix.” 

Your  very  truly, 

(Signed)  (Mrs.)  W..B . 


A DAILY  PAPER  FOR  THE  MOVEMENT. 

REPRESENTATIVE  CONFERENCE  CONSIDERS  THE  POSSIBILITIES. 


NATIONAL  SOCIETY’S  DEVELOPMENTS  RECOMMENDED  FOR  SUPPORT. 


BY  OUR  OWN  REPORTER. 


A conference  of  representatives  of  the  Central  Co-operative  organisations  in  England  and  Scotland,  called  on  Wednes* 
day  by  the  Cooperative  Union,  considered  the  prospect  of  establishing  or  acquiring  a daily  paper  on  behalf  of  the  movement. 
The  conference  decided  that  the  time  had  not  arrived  for  the  daily;  and  passed  a resolution  urging  societies  to  give  the 
fullest  support  to  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing  society,  which,  as  the  president  of  the  society  showed,  is  paving 
the  way  for  such  a development.  


“That  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  be  requested  to  take  steps  to  convene  a 
meeting  between  tho  two  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Societies,  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society,  the  Co-operative  Productive  Federation, 
and  representatives  of  the  Co-operative  Union  to 
discuss  ways  and  means  of  commencing  or 
acquiring  a daily  newspaper  for  the  co-operative 
movement.” 

The  above  resolution  was  adopted  at  a 
conference  held  in  the  Southern  Section,  in 
the  early  autumn  ; and  at  their  October 
meeting  the  members  of  the  Central  Board 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  decided  to  carry 
out  the  request.  The  Union  accordingly 
convened  a meeting,  which  was  held  .in  the 
l.W.S.  premise's.  Balloon-street,  Manchester, 
on  Wednesday  of  this  week. 

There  were  present  Messrs.  F.  Hayward. 
G.  Riddle,  W.  Gregory,  A.  Whitehead,  and 
T.  Horrocks,  representing  the  Co-operative 
Union  ; Messrs.  G.  Hayhurst,  A.  Varley,  A. 
W.  Golightly,  T.  Brodrick,  and  Jas.  Haslam, 
for  the  C.W.S.  ; Messrs.  R.  Stewart,  A.  Bv 
Weir,  and  R.  Macintosh,  for  the  S.C.W.S.; 
Messrs.  Geo.  Brownbill,  T.  Adam,  J.  A. 
Edwards,  R.  Rowbotham,  and  J.  A.  Flanagan 
for  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society ; and  Mr.  J.  J.  Worley  for  the 
Co-operative  Productive  Federation. 

Mr.  Geo.  Hayhurst  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Whitehead  briefly  reported  the  pro- 
ceedings which  led  to  the  calling  of  the 
conference. 

The  Chairman  invited  a free  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  question  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a daily  paper  on  behalf  of  the  co- 
operative movement.  He  pointed  out  that 
they  had  to  consider,  Is  it  advisable  or  prac- 
ticable ? and  he  reminded  the  gentlemen 
present  that  however  they  discussed  it  they 
would  be  up  against  the  problem,  How  can 
it  be  done  ? 

Mr.  Stewart  suggested  that  it  would  be  as 
well  to  have,  first  of  all,  the  opinion  of  the 
representatives  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society,  who  had  som?  experience 
that  the  others  had  not. 

The  Vital  Point. 

Mr.  Brownbill  readily  responded  to  the 
request.  He  reminded  the  conference  that 
there  was  no  organisation  in  the  movement 
more  deeply  interested  than  his  in  the  ques- 
tion of  a daily  paper,  and  that  had  been  the' 
main  objective  of  the  amalgamation  of  the 
two  Co-operative  Newspaper  Societies,  which 
would  take  legal  effect  in  J une  of  this  year. 
The  National  Publishing  Society  was  pre- 
pared to  go  ahead  now  with  a daily  paper  if 
the  movement  would  provide  the  funds  for 
the  purpose.  (Mr.  Stewart : That’s  the 

whole  thing.)  One  board  rvas  being  set  up 
which  would  -co-ordinate  the  powers  of  the 
two  existing- boards  ; and' the  functions  of 
that  board  would  be  to  organise  every  sec- 
tion, every 'district  in  the  section  and  every 
society  in  each  district,  jn  support  of  a co- 
operative press.  A beginning  had  already 


been  made  by  creating  an  advisory  council 
in  one  section  ; and  journalistic  develop- 
ments were  in  contemplation  that  would  lead 
to  the  launching  of*  a daily  paper.  There 
could  be  no  successful  advance  in  the  project 
of  a daily  paper  until  the  movement  was 
prepared  for  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  mtve- 
ment  was  not  yet  prepared.  It  would  have 
to  find  the  capital  and  find  the  support  for  it 
till  it  paid  its  way.  The  expenditure  for  a 
year  would  approximate  about  £400,000, 
and  calculation  of  income  showed  a probable 
deficit  of  about  £ 20,00c . If  the  conference 
was  convinced  of  the  practicability  of  sur- 
mounting that  mxtJav,  it  find  more  confidence 
than  heviiab.  he  dicl^oT ivtntf  the '"daily 
fs&per  to  depend  for  support  upon  the  great 
central  organisations  within  the  movement. 


***** *** * *********** ***** 
* * 
f GOOD  NEWS.  FOR  OUR  READERS ■ f 


* 

* 
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A Splendid  Serial  Story, 

"IVY  TOWERS/ 

will  begin  in  the  issue  of  the 

‘CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS” 
for  February  4th. 


The  Story  is  by  EDWIN  ELLIOTT,  the 
well-known  London  co-operator  and  novelist, 
whose  thrilling  stories,  “ A Porcelain  Romance" 
and  “The.  Strike  at  Deepdenc,"  have  been 
published  in  the  “ News." 

The  price  of  the  " News"  has  been  reduced 
by  6d.  per  dozen  since  the  beginning  of  January  ; 
the  issue  for  February  4lh  will  be  the  first  to  be 
printed,  in  a slightly  altered  form,  on  our  wonder- 
ful new  printing  press,  and  societies  and  educa- 
tional committees  should  give  the  " News"  a big 
push  by  ordering  extra  supplies,  so  that  a large 
nnmbcr  of  readers  may  read  our  New  Serial 
Story  from  the  commencement. 

Send  orders  in  early  to  the  Manager,  National 


Co-operative  Publishing  Society  Ltd.,  22,  Long 
Millgat^T  Manchester. 


* . „ ^ 

Millgat^i  Manchester. 

* , * 
%*%%%*&%**$*%*%**%******* 


He  wanted  it  to  be  supported  by  the  or- 
ganisation in  its  entirety,  and  he  wanted 
every  auxiliary  within  the  movement  to 
realise  the  need  for  supporting  it.  The 
National  Society  should  be  allowed  to  go  on 
with  the  process  of  educating  the  movement 
as  to  the  need  for  the  paper  and  getting  the 
societies  organised.  If  the  movement  would 
find  the  means,  and  guarantee  the  support, 
the  Publishing  Society  could  go  ahead  now. 
They  had  installed  new  machines,  another 
was  being  installed  now,  and  they  were 
gradually  providing  the  equipment.  It  was 
a big  question,  but  conditions  w6re  not 
favourable,  and  the  movement'  could  not  be 
driven  into  a course  of  action  jt  might  not 
be  able  to  retrace. 


Mr.  Varley  put  one  question  regarding  the 
financial  aspect.  He  also  submitted  that 
the  movement  could  not  make  a success  of 
a morning  paper,  because  the  working  people 
had  not  time  to  read  morning  papers,  and 
the  difficulty  about  an  evening  paper  was 
to  organise  one  that  coujd  be  published 
throughout  the  country. 

S.C.W.S.  Chairman’s  Views. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  they  were  all  indebted 
to  the  president  of  the  National  Publishing 
Society  for  bis  statement.  He  commended 
the  idea  of  building  up  by  way  of  a weekly 
paper,  and  minted  to  the  demand  that  thme 
was  for  local  u.eivs,  t.'iich,  he-flaid,  was  t Ui 
first  consideration  of  the  average  reader,  A 
daily  paper,  on  the  other  hand,  could  only 
circulate  m the  larger  districts.  He  recalled 
a number  of  experiments  that  had  been 
made  with  daily  papers,  iti  some  of  which 
co-operative  and  trade  union  funds  had  been 
sunk  ; and  he  pointed  also  to  the  struggle  > 
of  some  papers  which  had  built  their  holies 
on  the  general  public,  and  which  had  not  a 
co  operative  colour.  He  thought  the  best 
thing  we  could  do  was  to  continue  present 
developments  and  hasten  the  day  when  our 
daily  paper  would  come. 

A request  was  intimated  for  a joint  meet- 
ing between  the  conference  and.  Trade 
Union  and  Labour  representatives  in.  view 
of  “ Daily  Herald  ” changes;  but  this  was 
thought  beyond  the  scope  of  the  meeting. 

The  Time  Not  Yet. 

After  some  further  exchange  of  views, 
Mr.  Hayward  moved  : — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  joint  con- 
ference, the  time  has  not  arrived  for 
starting  a daily  paper,  and  that  wc 
urge  societies  to  give  the  fullest  sup- 
port to  the  National  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society  to  enable  tljeiu  to  so 
develop  their  publications  as  to  justify 
soon  a commencement  of  a daily 
paper. 

Mr.  Golightly  seconded  the  resolution. 
The  disturbed  state  of  the  economic  and 
pclitical  world  and  the  position  of  the  lead- 
ing dailies  suggested  that  it  was  the  worst 
possible  tilne  to  launch  a daily  paper  with 
any  chance  of  success.  They  should  make 
it  clear  that  they  did  not  think- the' time 
opportune.  Whoever  took  the'  lead  in  this 
matter,  it  should  be  the  National  Co- 
operative Publishing  Society,  who  knew 
mere  about  it  than  anybody  else  from  their 
history  and  experience  iu  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland.  - 

Mr.  Worley  expressed  satisfaction  with 
the  view  of  the  conference,  which,  he  said/ 
was  satisfied  that  the  publication  of  the  co- 
operative daily  was  part  of  the  definite 
policy  of  the  National  Publishing  Society. 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  carried. 

This  completed  the  proceedings,  and  the 
chairman  was  cordially,  thanked. 
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MEETING  COMPETITIVE  TRADE 

CONDITIONS.  . 

IS  DIVIDEND  A HELP  OR  A IGNORANCE? 

SOME  COMPARATIVE  FIGURES. 

B,  J.  A.  THOMAS. 


THE  "HOUSE"  IN  THE  SCHOOL. 


RESEMBLANCE  TO  DEPARTMENTS  OR  SHOPS 
IN  THE  FACTORY. 


MODERN  WELFARE  WORK. 


By  C.  U.  KERR,  L.L.A.  (Hons.),  Welfare  Superintendent  at  Irlam  Soap  Works. 


The  case  for  dividend  on  purchases  may 
be  summed  up  as  follows  : — 

X.  It  creates  thrift*. 

2.  It  is  a substantial  factor  in  providing 
capital. 

A.  Its  accumulative  power  offers  a strong 
inducement  to  the  hcoiseholder  as  a simple 
moans  of  providing  for  exceptional  outlay 
an<l  for  emergencies. 

For  many  years  I have  believed  in  and 
upheld  the  practice  of  paying  a moderate 
dividend,  as  practical!  experience  has  shown 
its  utility,  and  reflection  has  not  as  yet  pro- 
vided an  efficient  substitute.  The  present 
trade  depression  is  denuding  a great  many 
socifcties  of,  their  surplus  capital,  and  with 
many  committees  tlje  problem  of  maintaiy- 
ing  an  ample  working  capital  with  a safe 
proportion  of  liquid  assets  is  becoming 
troublesome.  Sharp  deposits  have  fallen  to 
a very  low  point,  and  withdrawals  have 
greatly  increased,  and  in  credit  trading 
societies  especially*  capital  has  diminished 
rapidly  during  the  last  year. 

At  the  same  time,  many  societies  have  a 
large  surplus  over  working  capital,  'Which  is 
invested  chiefly  wifith  the  C.\V.S.,  and  which 
is  obviously  indispensable  to  the  develop- 
ment and  maintenance  of  the  central  institu- 
tion pf  the  movement,  and  should  be 
disturbed  or  reduced  as  little  as  possible. 

Faotors  Worth  Notfing. 

With  this  problem  before  us,  we  should- 
certainly  exercise  great  caution  before  inter- 
fering with  any  method  of  finance  which 
provides  capital  for  the  movement.  The 
rircumstances  of  to-day,  however,  compel 
us  to  examine  every  factor  in  our  system  of 
working,  and,  found  defective,  to  scrap 
them  and  find  a substitute. 

I think  co-operative  managers  will  agree 
that  there  never  was  a tune  when  customers 
were  so  critical,  of  prices  as  they  are  now. 
Competitors  were  never  keener,  or  prices 
more  difficult  to  watch.  Cutting  is  even 
moie  prevalent  than  in  pre-war  times. 

In  addition  tp  the  above,  there  is  the  con- 
stant irritation  due  to  goods  of  inferior 
quality  being  unfairly  compared  with 
superior  goods, 

Now,  the  co-operative  society  usually 
pays  interest  qn  capital  at  5 per  cent,  per 
annum.  Many  societies  have  their  members 
insured  under  the  collective  scheme.  Edu- 
cational work  is  carried  on  at  a certain  ex- 
pense. All  these  must  be  met  before  the 
dividend  is  -declared,  but  I believe  I am 
rigty  in  saying  that  the  great  majority  of 
our  members  give  us  little  or  no  allowance 
for  these  matters.  Many  of  them  appear  to 
thinjc  that  the  making  of  surplus  sufficient 
to  cover  the-  aforesaid  items  and  to  pay  a 
good  dividend  is  as  easy  as  falling  off  a wall, 
and  they  proceed  to  assist  us  in  the  process 
by  taking  their  trade  elsewhere,  thus  reduc- 
ing our  turnover  and  increasing  the  rate  of 
working  expenses,  and  at  the  same  time 
adding  to  the  problem  of  realisation  of 
stocks  in  a falling  market. 

Let  us  tfy  to  analyse  the  position  as  it 
exists  between  the  co-operative  system  of 
distributive  trading  and  that  of  the  limited 
companies. 

Here  is  a specimen  trading  account : — 

£ £ 
Purchases  _ 100,000  ...  Sales  ...  120,000 
Expenses  ...  10,000 

Profit  10,000 


£120,000  . .£120,000 

The  actual  working  capital  on  the  above 
trade  is  approximately  £40,000.  The  above 
result  does  splendidly  for  the  company, 
showing  a return  of  25  per  cent,  on  shares. 
In  the  co-operative  society  doing  the  same 
trade  at  the  same  gross  profit  of  3s.  4d.  in 
the  pound,  the  balance  of  profit  would  be 
£9,000,  as  £1,000  would  be  charged  to  the 
tiading  account  for  interest  on  shares  at  5 
per  cent.  Thif  dividend  would  be  about 
is.  6d.  in  the  pound. 

But  nowadays  there  is  the  slogan  of  de- 
creasing the  rate  of  profits  and  increasing 
the  aggregate  profits  by  a larger  turnover, 
with  little  or  no  increase  in  expenses.  Now 


this  is  where  the  factor  of  dividend  makes  it 
almost  impossible  to  meet  modern  demands 
in  business. 

The  company  decide  to  reduce  tfeeir  mar- 
gin of  profit  from  3s.  4d.  in  the  pound  to 
2s.  6d.  in  the  pound.  By  this  they  increase 
their  sales  from  £120,000  to  £137,000,  their 
expenses  remaining  the  same.  Their  profit, 
therefore,  is  reduced  to  £7,000,  but  it  still 
reaches  the  satisfactory  rate  of  17*  per  cent, 
on  capital. 

I lie  co-operative  society  adopts  the  same 
course,  and  we  assume,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, increases  its  sales  to  the  same  degree. 
The  surplus  will  be  £6,ooo  on  sales  of 
£137,000,  and  the  dividend  will  drop  to  iod. 
ill  the  pound  from  is.  6d.  We  are  well 
aware  of  the  outcry  which  usually  follows  a 
decrease  of  this  amount 

The  Effect  of  Dividend. 

But  I wish  to  go  further  into  the  subject, 
and  try  to  show  the  effect  of  dividend.  It 
takes  three  times  as  much  profit  to  pay  one 
penny  in  the  pound  on  purchases  as  to  pay 
the  same  proportion  on  capital,  or  3$  per 
cent,  on  capital  to  pay  1 per  cent,  on 
purchases.  , 

If  there  had  been  no  dividend  to  budget 
for,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  £6,000  surplus 
coujd  have  been  taken  off  the  prices  of 
goods,  enabling  them  to  have  been  sold 
even  below  competitive  prices. 

When  it  is  realised  that  the  compara- 
tively low  dividend  of  6d.  in  the  pound 
^equals  7^  per  cent,  on  capital,  and  that  5 
'per  cent,  fis  required  for  share  capital  in 
addition,  it  is  quite  evident  that  dividend 
is  a heavy  economic  handicap  in  the 
problem  of  co-operative  management. 

Can  the  Problem  be  Solved 7 

We  bav^  a magnificent  organisation,  and 
I see  no  reason  why  we  should  not  be  able 
1o  solve  the  problem.  The  saving  factor  in 
the  situation  is  that  shareholders  in  indus- 
trial concerns  are  not  satisfied  with  5 per 
cent,  in  dividends,  and  co-operators  limit 
their  interest  to  5 per  cent.,  soUhat,  other 
things  being  equal,  the  co-operative  member 
benefits  in  any  case  by  the  difference  be- 
tween 5 per  cent,  and  the  dividend  paid  by 
the  company.  Other  things  arc  buying, 
selling  efficiency,  elimination  of  waste,  and 
rale  of  working  expenses. 

Selling  expenses  are  occupying  much 
attention  at  present.  The  inquiry  into  the 
Trade  Boards  now  proceeding  has  clearly 
shown  where  our  competitors  are  in  the 
matter  of  wages. 

Make  Competitors  Pay  Up. 

What  some  of  these  people  would  pay 
their  employees  if  they  had  freedom,  good- 
ness knows ! I am  glad  to  see  that  the  co- 
fperative  representatives  without  exception 
urged  for  the  continuance  of  the  Trade 
Board.  If  outside  firms  are  compelled  to 
pay  their  employees  a living  wage,  we  can 
compete  with  them  from  that  point  of  view, 
as  our  trade  is  more  intensive,  and  the 
average  turnover  per  person  employed  is 
higher.  ^ 

The  question  of  buying  is  one  for  the 
C.W.S.  even  more  than  managers.  If  the 
C.W.S.  is  properly  in  the  market  for  goods, 
there  is  no  excuse  for  managers  going  out- 
side  for  them.  Letters  to  thp’  “ News”  re- 
cently have  accused  managers  of  deserting 
the  C.W.S.  when  the  latter  could  give  better 
service.  There  may  be  cases  of  that  kind, 
but  I indignantly  repudiate  the  charge  as 
being  true  generally.  The  percentages 
quoted  in  the  “ News  ” recewtly  were  most 
misleading  ; 24  per  cent,  of  my  own  society’s 
purchases  are  covered  by  country  produce, 
milk,  fresh  meat,  carriage,  and  other  items 
net  procurable  from  the  C.W.S. 

LcLkage  is  a question  of  local  manage- 
ment. Depreciation  should  be  safe,  but  not 
excessive,  and  reserves  should  be  built  up 
steadily  and  in  due  proportion. 

Much  more  could  be  said  on  this  matter, 
but  it  is  quite  clear  to  me  that  the  day  of 
large  dividends  is  gone  for  the  great 
majority  of  societies,  and  - that  efficient 
service  and  the  cultivation  of  the  true 
co-operative  spirit  must  be  our  aim. 


In  a thoughtful  article  in  a recent  issue  of  the 
“Educational  Times,''  entitled  “ Hoiues  in  Day 
Schools,”  the  writer  bears  testimony  to  the  value 
of  the  “House”  as  a social  and  humanising 
factor  in  the  Lives  of  the  students. 

He  traces  the  growth  of  the  “ House  ” system 
in  the  large  public  boarding  schools,  and  shows 
how  they  have  fostered  attachment  to  “ Alma 
Mater  ” and  made  ideal  soliool  relations  com- 
patible. * He,  points  out — with  great  truth — that 
the  individual  is  apt  to  become  lost  in  a crowd, 
and  that  small  groups  are  necessary,  if  he  is  not 
to  become  over-institutionalised  in  his  outlook 
and  conduct. 

The  class  alone,  if  it  continues  to  be  as  large 
as  it  unfortunately  at  present  is,  will  not  solve 
the  matter  either.  The  need  is  felt  of  some 
socialising  influence  between  the  class  unit  and 
the  larger  unit  of  the  whole  school. 

Restricted  Influence. 

Professor  Franklin  Jones  suggests  that  the 
difficulty  may  be  solved  by  introducing  a mere 
restricted  personal  influence.  " What  is  neces- 
sary,” he  says,  “is  a frankly  partisan  person- 
ality, willing  always  to  take  up  the  individual 
pupil’s  side,  right  or  wrong;  in  short,  the  proper, 
countei vailing  influence  is  a mother.”  We  are 
told  that  girls  in  particular  have  supported 
' Houses”  with  enthusiasm,  and  the  writer 
thinks  this  is  due  to  th-9  fact  that  on  the  whole 
the  social  instinct  is  more  pronounced  amongst 
girls  than  amongst  boys.  In  any  case  the 
" House  ” system  offers  scope  for  a kind  of  social 
life  that  is  more  attractive  to  girls. 

Great  pride  and  interest  is  shown  by  those 
attached  to  each  “House”  in  the  progress  of 
each  of  its  pupils,  and  the  names  and  badges  of 
each  “House”  add  to  the  enthusiasm.  As 
“'Houses  ” are  being  introduced  into  the  day 
schools  as  well  as  boarding  schools,  they  are 
figurative  only,  but  it  certainly  is  possible  for 
their  members  to  have  the  intimacy  that  the  idea 
of  family  implies,  and  its  atmosphere  is  certainly 
what  Milton  would  call  “ fnmillaiy.” 

The  house  mistress  is  able  to  keep  in  touch 
with  hex  girls  .throughout  their  sclhool  life — 
instead  of  in  the  capacity  of  form  mistress  only — 
having  to  change  her  class  eaoh  s^sion. 

There  is  a striking  resemblance  to  the 
“House”  system  in  the  “departments”  or 
“ shops  ” attached  to  a factory  or  workshop. 
Here,  too,  the  individual  is  apt  to  ha  lost — if  he 
is  considered  as  an  employee  of  the  whole  factory 
or  business.  In  his  department,  however, 
especially  when  this  is  adequately  supervised,  he 
can  feel  his  personality  and  can  get  into  touch 
with  his  fellows. 

Healthy  Rivalry. 

“Esprit  de  Corps”  is  gainedj  and,  if  wisely 
fostered,  means  healthy  rivalry  both  in  work  and 
in  play.  Some  of  the  larger  shops  have  recog- 
nised this  instinct,  and  have  made  special  pro- 
vision for  it,  by  instituting  weekly  or  periodical 
competitions — when  an  “ efficiency  ” cup  or 
badge  is  presented  to  the  department  most  suc- 
cessful in  general  efficiency,  salesmanship,  and 
attractive  setting  out  of  goods.  A special  bonus 
is  also  generally  awarded  to  each  employee 
attached  to  the  prize-winning  department.  Ibis 
plan  might  with  advantage,  we  think,  be  ex- 
tended with  modifications  to  the  factory  aud 
workshop.  The  great  essential  is,  however,  to 
consider  the  individual  and  make  him  feel  that 
he  really  counts  for  something.  This  may  he 
described  a®  the  sum  total  of  the  new  spirit  in 
industry.  To  this  end  the  Welfare  Superinten- 
dent should  dedicate 1 his  work.  It  is  a hard 
tgsk,  however,  which  he  cannot  attempt  to  cope 
witlf'-single-handed.  He  plays  the  part  of  the 
Dean  or  Head  of  the  College — the  oo-erdinnting 
factors  must  always  be  the  masters  and  mistresses 
on  tho  one  hand,  and  the  departmental  heads  or 
(foremen  and  forewomen  on  the  other.  In  their 
nailds  rests  tho  sucoess  of  the  venture,  for  it  is 
they  who  are  daily  and  hourly  in  coutact  with  the 
scholars  or  employees. 

One  single  house  or  department  inefficiently 
administered  may  well  wreck  the  whole  scheme. 
One  is  well  aware  of  how  one  house  with  a bad 
tone  lowers  the  whole  school,  and  one  slack  or 
inefficient  department  in  the  faetory  gradually 
undeiniineis  the  whole  industry.  Those  at  the 
supreme  head  of  affairs  should  exercise  a caref  ul 
survey  of  those  whom  they  entrust  with  the 
1 responsibility  of  direction  of  labour. 


Very  often  a department  which  has  always  had 
a bad  name  improves  after  a change  of  officer, 
and  becomes  a credit  to  the  entire  works. 
Eaoh  house  or  department  is  fulfilling  the 
reason  of  its  existence  when  it  is  itself  a com- 
plete whole — satisfying  aud  enoouragiug  its  little 
group  of  workers. 

It  must  not,  of  course,  be  allowed  to  forget  its 
relations  to  the  whole— here  is  real  danger — but 
there  will  not  be  much  fear  of  this  if  the  heads 
be  carefully  selected.  It  will  be  their  sacred 
duty  to  explain  to  each  pupil  or  employee  the 
relationship  of  the  department  to  tho  whole, 
which  in  the  co-operatire  movement  is  simply 
“ Each  for  all,  and  all  for  each.” 

The  Personal  Touch. 

The  human  material  in  the  factory  cun  only  be 
efficiently  handled  when  employers  grasp  the  fact 
that  tho  men  behind  the  machinos  must  be  the 
fust  charge  and  consideration  of  any  industry 
The  personal  touch  must  be  supplied  in  the  de- 
partment, shop,  or  section.  Here  should  lie 
found  opportunity,  not  only  for  efficient  work- 
manship under  skilled  and  sympathetic  direction , 
but  opportunity  for  social  life  which  finds  its 
expression  in  manifold  forms.  Works  committees 
nrq_  helping  to  fill  the  breach,  which  so  far  lias 
kept  management  and  employee®  apart. 

Here  each  department  is  able  to  voice  its  ideas, 
its  grievances,  and  its  constructive  suggestions 
for  mutual  betterment.  The  representative  or 
representatives  for  each  section  are  brought  into 
touch  with  practical  difficulties,  and  come  to 
realise  some  of  the  problem^ which  management 
has  to  solve.  He  goes  back  to  his  department  as 
an  interpreter,  finding  that  frank  discussion 
goe&  more  than  half  the  way  towards  the  solution 
of  labour  problems.  If  we  regard  industiy  as  a 
social  service — and  we  co-operators  at  all  erenf.s 
preach  this  as  part  of  our  orecd — wo  must 
acknowledge  that  every  individual,  in  however 
humble  a capacity  ho  is  employed,  has  his  part 
to  play.  This  means  that  we  cannot  any  longer 
simply  do  “lip-service”  to  the  ideal,  we  must 
ensure  that  opportunity  does  arise  for  the  definite 
encouragement  of  expression  from  all  the  em- 
ployee6--#ot  only  outside  but  inside  the  works. 
“ The  silent  have  to  become  the  articulate  and 
their  articulat-epees  has  to  be  made  effective 
within  the  industrial  unit.” 

Welfare  superintendents  and  managers  of  per- 
sonnel have  still  a definite  part  to  play,  hut  it  is 
differeht  to  that  which  originally  called  their  pro- 
fession into  being.  From  being  originally  con- 
cerned mainly  with  the  material  betterment  of 
factory  conditions,  and  appointed  to  carry  out 
the  “ benevolent  ideas  of  the  employer,  they  haw 
become  the  first  link  in  the  chain  of  co-operative 
effort.” 

As  ha®  been  ably  expressed  by  one  of  their 
leaders,  they  are  now  “ a means  whereby  a 
dawning  sense  of  the  deeper  needs  of  the  people 
•on  the  part  of  the  employer,  and  an  increasing 
desire  for  self-expression  on  the  part  of  the 
workers,  should  meet,  and  in  the  meeting  create 
a new  ideal  and  spirit  more  in  Iiarmony  with  the 
general  democratic  tendency  of  the  age.  It  decs 
not,  of  oourse,  claim  to  be  the  only,  nor  even  the 
most  important,  remedy  for  the  indio-tri.-.l 
diseases  of  to-day,  but  only  that,  by  making 
easier  everyday  relations  in  the  factory,  by  fos- 
tering the  spirit  of  co-operation  in  the  little 
thiugs  of  life,  it  can  pave  the  way  for  more 
ambitious  schemes  of  reform.  Thus,  while  tho 
actual  routine  of-  welfare  work  has  net  jn.ucJi 
changed  since  the  beginning,  and  though  most  of 
the  day  is  still  spent  in  supervising  the  detailed 
carrying  out  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  letter  of  tho 
various  .Acts  of  Parliament  dealing  w itli  indus- 
trial affairs,  the  modem  welfare  worker  is  ani- 
mated with  a spirit  very  different,  though 
directly  descended,  from  that  which  inspired  the 
early  pioneers — of  co-operation  rather  than 
assistance,  of  service  rather  than  guidance.'' 

By  this  genuine  spirit  of  oo-operation  u brill 
should  surely  be  found  “ par  excellence  ” in  the 
consumers’  great  movement,  “ we  shall  como 
through  the  street  called  straight,  to  the  house 
called  beautiful.” 


“ Your  splendid  live  monthly  ” is  what  a 
London  reader  writes  of  the  “ Millgate 
Monthly,”  adding-  “I  have  enjoyed  reading 
it  regularly ; and  it  is  most  helpful  and  inspir- 
ing reading.” 


January  21,  1922. 
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Special  Correspondence. 

INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE 

TRADING. 

[To  the  Editor  of  tub  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Dear  Sir, — l,have  been  waiting  to  see  whether 
any  member  of  the  movement  of  greater  renown 
than  myself,  but  not  connected  with  it  in  a paid 
capacity,  would  intervene  in  the  discussion  on 
international  trading  which  has  been  proceeding 
in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” between  Mr.  May 
and  the  C.W.S.  Several  minor  points  and  one 
matter  of  first-class  importance  seem  to  be  involved, 
and  with  your  permission  I should  like  the  oppor- 
tunity of  commenting  upon  them. 

In  the  first  place  it  would  seem  that  the  cold 
water  that  has  been  poured  upon  trade  by  "barter” 
is  unjustifiable.  Surely  it  is  not  beyond  the  wit 
of  the  movement  to  avrange  exchanges  of  com- 
modities either  for  itself  or  for  third  parties.  The 
objection  that  goods  obtained  in  this  way  are  of 
inferior  or  unsuitable  quality  does  not  seem  to  be 
a serious  one.  The  same  danger  mu6t  exist  in  the 
process  of  buying,  and  ought  to  be  avoided  with 
proper  precautions.  The  condition  of  the  world 
is  desperate,  and  a departure  from  precedent  and 
orthodox  methods  would  seem  to  be  called  for. 

Secondly,  as  one  who  recognises  th©'  value  of 
producers’  co-operation,  and  the  essential  .need 
for  the  recognition  of  that  element  in  the  movement, 
I do  not  quite  like  the  idea  of  the  Wholesales 
determining  and  ruling  the  matter  as  they  appear 
to  be  doing.  I give  second  place  to  no  one  in  my 
admiration  of  the  Wholesale  Societies  and  the 
many  sterling  men  associated  with  their  difficult 
and  responsible  work ; but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
want  the  producers’  side  to  figure  in  this  and  every 
other  picture,  for  the  reason  that  they  represent 
to  an  especial  degree  the  human,  as  distinct  from 
the  capitalistic  basis  of  industry. 

Further,  despite  the  denials  on  the  part  of  the 
G.W.S.  that  they  are  not  forgetting  the  idealistic 
side  of  co-operative  activity,  it  appears  to  me  that 
they  are  tending  tb  let  their  quite  natural  zeal  for 
business  obscure  to  a certain  degree  the  principles 
for  which  they  stand,  and  without  which  their 
prosperity  or  failure  would  to  me,  and  many  others, 
be  a matter  of  just  as  great  indifference  as  the 
success  or  failure  of  any  common  or  garden  trust. 
I say  this  in  no  spirit  of  mere  criticism.  In  fact, 
1 hope  I am  wrong  on  tliis  point ; but  the  danger 
in  that  direction  to  men  with  the  responsibility 
of  a great  business  on  their  shoulders  is  obvious, 
and  to  my  mind  they  are  not  entirely  avoiding  it. 

The  largest  issue,  however,  which  has  cropped 
up  in  the  discussion  is  the  fact  that  the  C.W.S. , 
by  their  threat  to  withdraw  their  support  from  the 
international  trading  movement  if  a certain  resolu- 
tion had  been  passed,  were  exercising  their  veto 
in  a manner  not  consistent  with  the  democratic 
basis  of  the  movement.  I put  tliis  question. 
Would  it  not  be  more  in  harmony  with  the  spirit 
of  the  movement  to  state  their  case  as  plainly  as 
possible,  answer  objections,  exercise  their  votes, 
and  then  abide  by  the  result — without  the  use  of 
threats  which,  after  all,  are  based  solely  upon  their 
preponderant  economic  power  ? If  co-operators 
admit  the  principle  of  financial  rule  into*  inter- 
national trade,  it  6eems  to  me  they  must  bring  it 
nearer  home  and  admit  it  in  their  constituent 
societies,  and  give  shareholders  power  in  proportion 
to  their  financial  holdings.  Economic  power,  I 
admit,  is  the  doifiinant  power  on  the  earth ; but 
J had  always  looked  upon  the  abolition  of  this 
domination  as  one  of  the  aims  of  the  movement. — 
Yours, ire.,  W.  W.  Hill. 

President,  Barwell  Co-operative  Society. 


MR.  WATERSONS  ILLNESS. 

PUBLIC  ENGAGEMENTS  CANCELLED. 

We  are  sorry  to  inform  our  renders  that  Mr. 

E.  Waterson's  illness  still  continues.  It  ap- 
pears that  for  many  months  he  has  been  troubled 
with  a back  complaint.  He  took  to  his  bed  on 
December  1st,  last  year,  and  got  up  for  the  fir®t 
time  on  the  25th.  Since  then  lie  has  visited  the 
Industrial  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  at  Golders 
Green,  for  examination,  the  X-rays  revealing  the 
cause  of  the  trouble.  The  complaint  will  neces- 
sitate many  moDths’  treatment  as  an  out- 
patient. and  engagements  have  Had  to  bo 
cancelled. 

If  Parliament  meets  (without  an  election)  be 
hopes  soon  £o  be  in  bis  place.  Notwithstanding 
confinement  to  his  bed,  Mr.  Water.sjn  lms  car- 
ried out  all  his  duties  a.>  a Member  of  Parliament 
excepting  public  appointments.  Every  letter' 
has  been  dealt  with  and  Government  Departments 
have  been  approached  on  several  matters. 


Have  You  Got  One?  The  “ Mill  gate 
Monthly  ” calendar  presented  with  the  Christmas 
number  of  the  magazine  has  been  immensely 
popular.  Compliments  on  all  hands. 


NOT  SEEKING  RE-ELECTION. 

ALl).  S.  GALBRAITH.  M.P..  AND 

THE  SPENNVHOORI  DIVISION. 

Co-op  ERATORS 
generally,  and  par- 
ticularly .in  1 the 
Northern  Section, 
heard  this  week 
with  regret  that 
failing  health  lias 
compelled  Alder- 
man Samuel  Gal- 
braith, M.P.  for 
Speunymoor  Divi- 
s i o n,  to  decide 
not  to  contest 
the  seat  at  the 
next  General  Elec- 
tion. Mr.  Galbraith 
has  heeli  a pro- 
minent figure  in 
co-operative  circles 
for  many  years, 

A i.o.  S.  Galukaith,  M.P.  for  ns  far  back  as 
1900  he  was  elected 
to  the  Northern  Sectional  Beard  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive'Union,  and  retained  that  office  till  1919,  when 
he  retired  and  was  elected  an  honorary  member 
of  the  board.  During  these  nineteen  Year®  Mr. 
Galbraith  served  for  a period  on  the  United 
Board,  and  his  voice  was  often  heard  in  the  chief 
councils  of  the  movement  and  at  Congress. 

Although  a Durham  man  by  long  Evidence, 
Spsnnymeor’s  M.P.  is  an  Irishman  by  birth,  his 
native  village  being  Ring  Neil,  County  Down.  In 
tlie  forties  he  came  to  the  North  of  England,  and 
was  appointed  ohfeek w eighm an  at  Browney  Col- 
liery in  1879,  a position  he  held  for  over  twenty- 
one  years. 

The  year  in  which  he  took  office  in  the  Sec- 
tional Board  coincided  with  hi®  appointment  as 
.Joint  Committee  Secretary  of  the  Durham 
Miners’  Association.  Later  he  beoame  Financial 
Secretary  of  the  Association.,  but  resigned  to 
■succeed  Alderman  J.  Wilson  as  ’Liberal-Labour 
Member  of  Parliament  for  Mid-Durham.  - He  was 
given  a “walk-over”  at  that  time,  lmt  at  the 
last  election,  when  Mr.  Galbraith  stood  as  a 
Liberal,  he  had  a Labour*  opponent,  whom  he 
defeated  by  a majority  of  1.217. 

Over  a year  ago  Mr.  Galbraith’s  services  to 
No.  6 (Smith  Durham)  District  Co-operative  Con- 
ference Association,  which  he  represented  on  the 
Sectional  Board,  were  recognised  by  the  local 
societies,  who  subscribed  liberally  to  a 
presentation. 


UNEMPLOYMENT,  WAGES, 

AND  PRICES. 

TOPICAL  QUESTIONSTJNDER  DISCUSSION 
AT  PRESTWICH. 

PROFESSOR  F.  HALL’S  OPINIONS. 


Another  of  the  successful  schools  organised 
by  the  educational  committee  of  the  Prestwick 
Society  took  place  on  Friday  and  Saturday.  At 
flic  three  sessions  there  was  an  average  attendance 
of  between  forty  and  fifty  students.  Professor 
F.  Hall,  M.A.,  who  is  the  chairman  of  the  educa- 
tional committee,  was  again  the  lecturer,  his  subject 
on  this  occasion  being  “ Co-operation  and  Social 
Problems.” 

Mr.  R.  Cattle  (management  committee)  wel- 
comed the  students  on  Friday  evening. 

Mr.  Hall  first  cbnsidered  unemployment,  which 
he  regarded  as  a difficult  problem  to  solve,  and  which 
would  not  be  solved  by  Act  of  Parliament,  tem- 
peranoe,  or  ally  single  solution  yet  put  forward. 
He  proceeded  to  discuss  the  history  of  unemploy- 
ment and  its  causes,  particularly  in  the  present  day 
system  of  industry.  He  desoribed  the  contri- ' 
butory  causes  of  unemployment  as  (1)  the  motive 
of  production  for  profit  in  industry ; (2)  specialisa- 
tion in  industry ; and  (3)  dependence  upon  foreign 
demand.  He  then  explained  bow  co-operation 
could  be  applied  in  a general  solution  of  the  problem, 
because  in  the  co-operative  system  of  industry 
supply  could  be  co-ordinated  with  demand.  Com- 
modities could  be  manufactured  for  a known 
market,  and  production  by  speculation,  which 
caused  over-production  and  under-production, 
would  cease. 

Prices  and  Wages. 

The  control  of  prices  was  interestingly  dealt 
with  in  the  second  lecture  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
when  fir.  Hall  explained  the  difference  between 
“ real  ” prices  and  “ money  ” prices.  He  told 
how  prices  were  determined,  and  gave  illustrations 
of  the.  fluctuations  between  1820  and  1920,  ex- 
plaining why  these  had  occurred.  After  a talk 
on  the  “ real  ” prices  of  to-day,  Mr.  Hall  remarked 
that’ the  movement  was  started  by  the  Pioneers 
to  combat  high  prices.  He  described  the  stabilising 
influence  the  movement  had  on  prices,  particularly 
during  the  panic  days  of  the  war,  ana  concluded 
by  stating  that  a greater  expansion  of  the  move- 
ment would  influence  prices  still  more. 

In  discussing  co-operation  in  relation  to  wages, 
Mr.  Hall  said  this  was  really  only  another  aspect 
of  the  subject  discussed  during  the  afternoon,  for 
prices  and  wages  were  two  sides  of  the  same  ques- 
tion. A man  might  be  rich  on  £2  a week  and  badly 
off  on  £20  a week,  according  to  the  prices  he  had 
to  pay  to  satisfy  his  everyday  needs.  He  explained 
how  wages  were  determined  in  the  modern  world, 
and  went  on  to  consider  the  operation  of  piece  rates 
and  time  rates  in  the  system  of  wage  paying. 

The  latter  questions  aroused  a good  deal  of 
discussion.  As  a matter  of  fact,  each  lecture  was 
thoroughly  discussed  by  tho  students,  who  were 
unanimous  in  voting  the  week-end  a huge  success. 
The  social  gatherings  each  evening  contributed  not 
1 a little  to  this  success. 


HOURS  AND  WAGES. 

CORRESPONDENTS  AND  C.W.S. 

PRINTING  WORKS. 

(To  the  Editor  of  the  “ Co-operative  News") 

Slip  — ‘‘Inside  Co-operator  ” would  have  us 
believe  that  the  C.W.S.  is  “.without  ideals  and 
without  soul,”  simply  because  a privilege  lias 
been  abolished  which  it  was  fouud  too  expensive 
to  continue.  The  difference  in  rate  of  3d.  per 
nour  has  proved  too  heavy  a handicap  to  the 
C.)\  .S.  when,  estimating  against  other  printers. 

\\  here  are  the  many  capitalistic  firms  who  are 
tar  in  advance  ol  the  C.W.S.  in  regard  to  work- 
ing conditions  r With  over  thirty  years’  experi- 
ence ol  the  trade,  spent  with  liulf-a-dozen  dif- 
terent  firms.  1 challenge  “Inside  Co-operator” 
to  produce  bis  tacts.  But  why  does  lie  not 
escape  tin-  C.W.S.  bondage  and  enter  one  of 
these  capitalistic  paradises.-' 

li  is  notorious  that  those  who  clamour  most 
loudly  (as  trade  unionists)  that  the  C.W.S.  shall 
lead  iri  giving  ’high  wages  and  fewer  hours  are 
either  not  co-operators,  or,  if  so.  are  very  poor 
pul-chasing  members.  It  would  lie  much  more 
logical  for  the  delegates  at  the  C.W.S.  quarterly 
meeting  to  insist  on  applicants  for  work  pro- 
ducing evidence  as  to  their  co-operative  con- 
sistency instead  ,of  insisting  on  trade  union 
loyalty.  ^ 

For  years  the  C.W.S.  led  the  trade  bv  two 
hours  a week.  During  the  war  C.W.S:  employees 
took  advantage  of  an  umvarrantable  strike  to 
bludgeon  an  extra  2s.  a week  out  of  the  directors. 
Later  the  directors  decided  to  grant  a 44-hour 
week.  Rut  when  they  find  that  privileges  are 
not  appreciated,  and  that  societies  cannot  and 
will  not  pay  the  prices  necessary  to  meet  the 
increased  expense,  there  is  only  one  course  open 
to  them — that  which  they  have  taken. 

What  would  “Inside  Co-operator”  do? — 
Yours,  &c„  Another  Insider. 

Sir. — Your  postscript  answers  the  questions 
put  forward  by  “ Inside  Co-operator  ” to  a great 
extent. 

The  letter,  is  neither  written  in  a spirit  of  co- 
cpo'.ntion  nor  trade  unionism,  but  in  a narrow- 
minded spirit,  which  has  developed  into 
“ sclfishisni,”  therefore  quite  tlie  reverse  to  the 
co-operative  motto,  “ Each  for  all,  and  all  for 
each.” 

>A.it  lalk  about  closing  the  Reddish  works, 
which  involved  an  expenditure  of  over  £100.000. 
is  beyond  imagination.  £100,000  lying  dormant! 
The  C.W.S.  directors  are  surely  better  judges 
of  which  is  the  best  policy  to  adopt — throwing 
300  employees  on  the  already  overcrowded  un- 
employment. market,  or  adopting  a condition 
which  is  quite  just,  according  to  rules,  of  revert- 
ing to  a longer  working  week.  The  latter  would 
mean  that  they  would  lie  better  able  to  compete 
with  other  printing  firms,  the  production  would 
be  increased,  and  their  prospect  of  securing 
more  work  infinitely  greater. 

The  emphiyms  at  Reddish  have  never  had  tho 
2s.  bonus,  and  have  only  had  the  forty-four  hours 
for  the  past  twelve  months;  therefore,  if  there 
is  a grievance,  surely  it  must  rest  with  the 
workmen  at  Reddish. 

Previous  to  the  purchase  of  the  latter  works, 
the  overtime  worked  at  Longsight  every  year 
wns  very  excessive.  Henoo  wo  come  to  the  real 
grievance. 

I trust  and  hope  that  tho  extra  four  hours 
and  rhe  reduction  of  2s.  bonus  wilL  not  be  a 
permanent  condition,  and  that  the  directors  will, 
in  their  wise  judgment,  and  as  soon  as  a revival 
of  trade  permits,  again  revert  to  the  “ splendid 
conditions  of  labour  which  their  productive 
employees  previously  enjoyed.” — Y'ours,  <fcc., 
Co-operator  and  Trade  Unionist. 

[A  discussion  on  the  C.W.S.  policy  would  have 
been  useful.  No  good  purpose  will  be  served 
by  continuing  correspondence  which  is  simply 
developing  into  a dispute  between  Longsight 
arid  Reddish  works. — Ed.,  “ C.N.”]’ 
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PREPARING  FOR  ACTION 

ELECTION  ARRANGEMENTS  BETWEEN 
LABOUR  AND  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 

In  view  of  the  controversy  now  taking  plat« 
in  regard  to  an  early  General  Election,  a good 
deul  of  importance  was  attached  to  the  proceed- 
ings at  a meeting  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee  of  tho  Co-operative  Party  and  tlie 
Election  Sub-Committee  of  the  Labour  Party, 
which  was  held  on  Tuesday  in  London. 

An  agreement  was  arrived  at  respecting  nine 
constituencies  in  which  Co-operative  candidates 
are  being  run,  and  an  appeal  is  to  be  issued  to 
Labour  forces  to  give  support  in  each  division. 
Other  constituencies  were  also  discussed.  The 
question  of  a co-ordination  of  forces  was  tho- 
roughly discussed,  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  two  executives  to  keep  in  touch  in  readi- 
ness lor  further  electoral  action.  The  Co-opera- 
tive Party  are  prepared,  should  a General  Elec- 
tion be  suddenly  forced  on  the  country,  although 
it  is  now  cousideied  at  headquarters  that  a 
February  election  will  not  lie  held,  in  view  of 
the  altered  conditions. 

A discussion  took  place  on  policy  with  regard 
to  home  anc^  foreign  affairs.  On  the  question,  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  strenuous  resistance  will  be 
offered  to  the  restoration  of  the  Peers’  veto. 

It  was  resolved  to  convey  the  opinion  of  the 
meeting  on  the  question  of  a co-operative  daily 
paper  to  the  joint  conference  held  in  Manchester 
on  Wednesday. 

The  Co-operative  Party’s  conference  in  Man- 
chester, convened  for  January  25th,  has  been 
postponed.  Societies  are  now,. being: notified. 


“SOME  DANGEROUS 
PRACTICES.” 

[To  the  Editor  of  the  “Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir. — The  article  by  Professor  Hall  should  be 
read  at  every  meeting  cf  members  arid  committee 
lor  six  months. 

If  societies  are  prepared  to  burden  expense® 
with  increased  depreciation  by  re-valuation  of 
buildings,  it  i®  difficult  to  see  how  competition  of 
the  future  is  to  be  met,  when  it  is  not  being 
considered  now.  , 

Sugar  is  being  scld  at  from  Is.  Sd.  to  3s.  'id. 
in  the  pound  more  than  private  traders  sell  it, 
and  we  are  met  with  the  declaration  that  :-ales  arc 
not  prejudiced  thereby. 

This  is  difficult  to  believe,  and  must  not  only 
firing  doAvu,  sugar  sale®1,  but  also  sales  of.  lard, 
flour,  Arc. , especially  as  the  prior-s  oi  tlie  filter 
are  on  the  same  ba®is. 

Surely  enough  has  happened  to  prove  that  high 
dividend  days  are  over.  Why  are  societies  pav- 
ing the  way  to  the  bad  old  system  ? 

Trade  is  being  thrown  away,  and  if  small 
profits  were  aimed  for,  the  results  would  justify 
tho  method  and  bring  about  the  must  pressing 
need  to-day — to  meet  competition  without 
reference  to  dividend. — Yours,  Ac., 

J.  Tin  [to me,  .Veerelaiy. 

Drighlington  Co-operative  Industrial 
Society  Limited. 

Sip.,- -There  is  no  need  for  Mr.  K.  Hall,  M.A., 
to  wait  for  the  person  stiong  enough  to  sound  the 
noto  of  warning.  The  dangerous  pr  i ri  c ho  so 
much  condemns  is  the  natural  outcome:  of  tho 
policy  he  advocates,  viz.,  secure  capital  at.  any 
cost.  Unwise  committees  have  imprudently  in- 
vested members’  capital  unprcfitably,  and  to 
cover  their  faJlie®  have  sought  to  increase 
reserves  and  depreciations  unwarrantably  to 
secure  the  surplus  capital  committed  to  their  care 
until  they  find  business  charges  so  great  that 
they  can  neither  reduce  prices  to  competitive 
market  value®  nor  pay  dividend..  Consequently, 
the  mighty  lever  of  co-operation  (dividend)  is 
destroyed,  and  its  members  going  wool  gathering 
elsewhere.  Now  the  committees,  in  a panic,  are 
trying  to  lock  the  stable  door  by  paying  dividend 
, from  reserve  funds,  which  really  ought  to  have 
been  in  the  members’  pockets  li  ng  rco.  I quite 
commend  tho  idea  of  paying  a little  attention  to 
the  education  of  members,  for  at  pre-cut  the 
education  system  of  the  co-operative  movement 
moves  in  a very  limited  and  self-interested  c ircle.  f 
Tlie  twin  soul  of  the  co-operative  movement  ral 
the  “ woman  with  the  basket”  and  “ dividend. ” 
— Yours  respectfully, 

James  Harrison: 


A LANCASHIRE  CAMPAIGN. 


MENS  GUILD  PROPOSALS. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Manchester  District 
Council  of  the  Men’s  Guild,  held  in  Manchester 
’on  Saturday  last,  it  was  decided  to  call  a con- 
ference of  the  Mersey,  Manchester,  and  Bolton 
district  councils  with  a view  to  making  suitable 
arrangements  for  inaugurating  an  active  cam- 
paign throughout  Lancashire  to  opep  out  new 
brandies,  and  to  considerably  increase  member- 
ship. It  is  suggested  that  branches  should 
immediately  commence  discussing  tho  best 
means  to  adopt  to  make  the  campaign 
successful. 

Many  interesting  branch  reports  were  given, 
which  proved  that  the  Men’s  Guild  movement 
is  performing  much  work  of  an  educational  and 
propaganda  character  in  the  Manchester  dis- 
trist,  resulting  in  greater  interest  being  takea 
in  various  activities  of  many  local  societies. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


January  21,  1922. 


SPEND  EVERY  £1  AT  YOUR  STORE. 


C.W.S.  PRESIDENT’S  APPEAL. 

THE  WAY  TO  “BRIDGE  OVER  THESE  TIMES.” 

MEETING  IN  MANCHESTER. 

SHAREHOLDERS  AGAINST  PROPOSED  INQUIRY  AND 
REDUCTIONS  IN  SALARIES. 


The  directors  of  the  Wholesale  Society  must 
have  been  on  the  best  of  terms  with  themselves 
at  the  close  of  the  general  quarterly  meeting  on 
Saturday.  , . 

At  the  divisional  meetings  the  previous  week 

• the  Failswarth  resolution  in  favour  of  dropping 
the  pioposed  inquiry  hud  only  been  defeated  by 
933  votes  to  828,  and  the  amendment  from  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society,  that  the  special  commit- 
tee should  prooeed  with  its  investigations,  had  a 
maioritv  of  no  more  than  twenty-tlmee  votes 
against  it.  At  Saturday’s  meeting  there  were 
941  delegates  (from  279  societies)  present,  mak- 
ing it  possible  for  either  the  resolution  or  the 
amendment  to  be  carried. 

So  far  as  the  salary  question  was  concerned 
the  divisional  meetings  had  practically  settled 
the  fate  of  the  Newbiggm  resolution,  which 
aimed  at  a 25  per  cent,  reduction,  s^iug  that 
it  was  in  a minority  of  not  tar  short  of  800  votes. 
The  Liverpool  and  Eccles  amendments  had  also 
big  majorities  recorded  against  them,  leaving 
only  two  (Bolton  and  London)  to  be  definitely 
settled  on  Saturday.  London  sought  a 15  per 
ceu-..  reduction,  and  Bolton,  which  excluded  the 
scrutineers,  10  per  cent.  The  divisional  meet- 
ings  left  London  in  a minority  of  44/,  and  Bolton 
a'  minority  of  425.  Each  amendment  had,  there- 
■ fore,  something  to  wipe  off  before  it  began  to 
- count  on  Saturday.  „ . . ... 

The  Anchor  and  Pendleton  Societies  sought  to 
make  it  obligatory  on  the  part  of  C.W.S.  em- 

• plovees  over  a certain  age  to  become  members 
of  retail  societies,  but  their  proposals  were  so 
out-voted  at  the  divisional  meetings  that  they 
stood  no  chance  of  being  adopted  on  Saturday 
even  if  the  great  majority  of  the  delegates  had 
clouded  to  vote  for  them. 

The  series  of  meetings  which  came  to  a close 
cn  Saturday  can,  therefore,  be  briefly  summed 
lip  iu  a sentence — no  inquiry  into  the  operations 
of  -he  joint  tea  department,  and  no  reduction  in 
the  salaries  of  the  directors,  auditors,  and 
ssrhtineers. 

\Tr  G.  Thorpe  (president  of  the  society)  occu- 
. pied  the  chair,  and  he  was  supported  by  fellow- 
directors  in  the  Manchester,  London^  and  New- 
castle districts,  auditors  and  scrutineers,  the 
secretary  (Mr.  T.  Brodrick),  and  the  bank 
manager  (Mr.  T.  Goodwin). 

New  Members. 

The  first  item  on  the  agenda  was  “ admission 
of  new  members,”  and  no  objection  was  taken 
to  the  following : — Llandyssul  Agricultural 

(Cardigan),  Merthyr  Borough  Co-operative 
Transport  (Glamorgan),  and  Western  farmers 
Limited  (Gloucester).  The  societies  were  dis- 
tributive. The  first-named  also  dealt  in  agricul- 
tural requirements  and  produce,  and  the  last- 
named  was  a federation  of  societies. 

Hie  President  opened  by  paying  honour  to 
three  whose  spirits  had  crossed  the  bar.  One  of 
their  directors,  Mr.  Moorhouse,  who  had  been 
associated  with  the  institution  nearly  thirty- 
three  years  had  been  a most  Active  man  in  t»e 
vales  and  valleys  of  Yorkshire,  lecturing  on  the 
co-opeiative  and  other  social  subjects.  He  had 
rendered  great  and  valued  service  to  the  move- 
ment. There  was  their  late  manager  at  the 
Dunston  Mill.  He  had  rendered  great  service 
for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  Another  prominent 
figure  who  had  departed  at  a comparatively  early 
age  was  that  of  Mr.  Bam  ford,  the  late  editor  of 
the  “ Co-operative  News,”  as  was  his  father  be- 
fore him.  It  was  interesting  to  know  that  since 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  certainly  ever 
since  he  was  the  editor  of  that  important  paper, 
he  scarcely,  if  ever,  missed  attending  a quarterly 
meeting  of  the  C.W.S.  Ho,  like  bis  father,  ever 
placed  that  institution  in  the  forefront;  and  it 
he  thought  it  was  right  in  its  policy  ho  supported 
it,  but  if  he  thought  to  the  contrary  lie  had  tho 
courage  to  take  the  opposite  line.  (Hear  hear.' 
Such  were  valuable  gifts;  and  they  had  Been  o: 
great  service  to  that  institution. 

Common  Interests  of  Humanity. 

Three  months  hence,  Mr.  Thorpe  went  on,  he 

- would  be  giving  a review  of  the  present  situation 
of  the  C.W.S.  But  as  far  as  the  grocery  citpai  t- 
,ment  was  concerned,  the  volume  of  trade  had 
only  decreased  1.47  per  cent.  And  that  was  also 
true  of  the  drapery  .department.  The  decreases 

. . were  comparatively  small;  and  lie  was  pleased  tyi 
say  they  were  arriving  at  a normal  state  of 
things.  (Hear,  hear.) 

We  all  hoped,  as  the  result  of  the  Washing- 
ton Conference,  that  the  idea  ol  battleships 
and  antagonism  between  nations  would  be 

- knocked  out  of  the  heads  of  our  governors  and 
of  the  rank  and  file,  and  that  we  shall  all  recog- 
nise the  common  interests  of  humanity.  Lot 
us  hope  for  the  blessing  of  Heaven  on  the  con 
ference  being  held  on  the  Continent,  so  that  wo 
may  have  evorlas:«:ng  peace. 

Now  as  to  trade,  a good  indication  of  its  state 

. .was  in  the  figures  of  the  clearing-houses.  Ibe 
' London  clearing-house  for  1921  indicated  in  round 
figures  £35,000,000,000.  Bristol  showed  a de- 
crease of  16.2  per  cent.,  and  Manchester  had  a 


falling  off  of  48  per  cent.  There  was  no  greater 
industrial  community  in  the  world  than  Lanca- 
shire: and  he  had  looked  at  293  companies  typi- 
cal or  the  country,  with  a total  subscribed  enpi- 
tid  of  £42,660  249,  and  he  found  that  the 
percentage  was  4.20  per  cent.,  which  was  15  per 
cent,  of  a fulling  off  compared  with  1920.  What 
iv as'  their  position  to-day?  All  their  factories 
were  not  running  half  their  tiiitik,  particularly  the 
textile.  If  any  sacrifice  was  bo  be  made  let  it  Kq 
to  the  principle  for  which  they  stood ; and  so 
He  appealed  to  them  to  spend  every  pound 
essential  to  food  and  clothing  at  their  own 
institution,  and  they  would  thus  be  able  to 
bridge  over  these  times,  (Applause.) 

Bank  Clerks'  Position. 

Mr.  Sutton  (Beswick)  asked  if  the  directors 
would  state  their  policy  regarding  the  payment 
of  clerks  irrthe  bank.  Many  of  them  went  about 
asking  trade  unions  to  bank  with  the  Wholesale, 
and  they  did  not  want  to  be  met  with  the  charge 
that  the  C.W.S.  was  sweating  the  clerks  employed 
in  that  department. 

Mr.  Whitehead  (Radcliffe  and  Pilkington) 
said  it  might  be  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
hoard  that  they  at  Radcliffe  had  received  a circu- 
lar under  the  heading  Bank  Officers  Guild.  It 
contained  certain  evidence  which,  if  true,  was 
uncomplimentary  to  them  as  co-operators.  They 
refused  to  pass  any  comment  on  the  circular,  but 
they  would  like  a full  statement  from  the  plat- 
form. . 

Mr.  Jacji  (Stockport)  stated  that  from  infor- 
mation received  lie  understood  that  there  were 
somewhere  about  twenty-six  employees  in  the 
bank  being  paid  about  £3  12s.  a week.  Whilst  it 
must  be  recognised  that  these  clerks  were  doing 
important  work,  yet  the  men.  who  cleaned  the 
windows-r-and  he  did  not  wish  to  speak  disre- 
spectfully of  them  in  the  least — were  being  paid 
only  lid.  a week  less.  If  the  statements  con- 
tained in  the  circular  were  true,  they  did  not 
reflect  much  credit  on  the  C.W.S. 

Mr.  Blnkeborough  (Burnley)  asked  whether  the 
men  who  were  complaining  .were  membors  of 
their  trnde  organisation.  If  so  they  should  take 
up  the  matter  with  the  directors  through  such 
organisation,  and  if  they  were  not,  then  (he  wag 
understood  to  say)  they  only  had  themselves  to 
blame. 

A Delegate  said  they  had  done  this,  and  foiled 
to  get  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Hayhurst  (director)  said  societies  had 
perfect  right  to  ask  these  questions,  but  he  ven- 
tured to  suggest  that  it  was  not  advisable  to 
discuss  this  particular  one  at  the  moment. 
(“  Query.”)  No  discourtesy  had  been  shown  any- 
body. They  had  some  of  tile  bpst  lads  in  the, 
country  in  their  bank.  He  could  say  that  con- 
fidently because  lie  knew  them  intimately.  He 
urged  the  delegates  to  trust  the  directors, 
because  they  had  no  desire  to  pay  their  clerks 
less  than  what  obtained  in.  other  banks.  The 
matter  was  under  consideration,  and  it  would  not 
be  fair,  nor  in  the  interests  of  the  lads  them- 
selves, to  give  lists  at  that  meeting. 

Mr.  Whittaker  (Crompton)  inquired  whether 
the  directors  had  decided  to  treat  the  milk  de- 
partment, the  poultry  farm,  and  the  abattoir  at 
Wh alley  as  distributive  departments  and  include 
them  in  the  Manchester  grocery  and  provision 
department.  If  so,  would  they  be  prepared  to 
state  the  total  value  of  the  turnover  and  the 
surplus  on  the  deficiency  of  tbs  departments 
separately  at  tlife  next  quarterly  meeting? 

The  Chairman,  replying  to  Mr.  Whittaker, 
said  the  balance  sheet  would  be  before  the  meet- 
ings in  April,  from  which  ho  would  he  able  to 
gather  what  these  departments  werejjoing. 

Margarine  and  Mustard. 

Mr.  Hayho  (Long  Eaton)  sought  to  make  com- 
plaints about  margarine  and  mustard  at  this 
juncture,  but  the  Chairman  suggested  that  they 
had  better  wait  until  they  got  to  the  margarine 
works. 

The  Delegate : Will  you  take  the  mustard 
now?  (Laughter.) 


Coal  Comparisons. 

Mr.  Whitehead  (Radcliffe)  inquired  whether 
any  reason  could  he  riven  for  Manchester  ubd 
Newcastle  showing  decreases  in  coal  whilst 
London  recorded  an  increase.  , 

Mr.  Youngs  (director)  said  these  variations  in 
the  three  districts  were  very  awkward  to  explain. 
As  every  delegate  was  fully  aware,  the  period 
covered  by  this  report  .was  most  troublesome  so 
far  as  coiil  was  coucenied.  Trade  i"  the  New- 
castle and  Manchester  districts  had  been  fairly 
bad,  but  in  London  they  had  not  felt  the  position 
quite  so  keenly.  They  had  had  a strike  amongst 
the  coal-getters,  and  now  there  seemed  to  he  a 
strike  on  the  part  of  coal  consumers.  At  auy 
rate,  they  were  not  taking  so  large  a quantity 
as  formerly. 

Carriage  Paid  Flour. 

Mr.  Winters  (Hucknnll)  inquired  when  the 
directors  were  going  to  give  their  decision  regard- 
ing tho  carriage  paid  flour  to  the  Midland  socie- 


ties. They  had  stated  it  was  not  their  intention 
to  put  a mill  down  in  the  Midlands,  and  in  that 
case,  the  societies  in  that  area  thought  they 
should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  those 
which  were  near  mills  in  other  districts. 

Mr.  Gartside  (Oldham)  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  at  a previous  meeting  Mr.  Lander  had 
announced  his  intention  to  take  tho  road  on 
behalf  of  the  flour  mills.  Had  he  carried  ou^  Ins 
intention,  and  with  what  success? 

Mr.  Lander  said  the  directors  were  always  con- 
sidering tho  carriage  paid  question,  which  was 
most  difficult  to  deal  with.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  at  all  likely  that  they  would  be  able  to  make 
the  carriage  paid  principle  applicable  all  t lie  way 
round,  because  they  had  to  follow’  tne  trade  and 
work  on  the  lines  of  tho  trade,  but  they  were 
arranging  their  prices  so  that  so  far  as  possible 
societies  in  the  Midlands,  which  had  always  been 
good  customers  to  the  C.W.S.  far  flour,  should 
enjoy  the  same  advantages  as  other  societies. 

The  decreases  shown  iu  the  report  (he  pro- 
ceeded) were  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  societies 
had  been  careful  in  buying  and  holding  stocks. 
That  was  a very  wise  policy  on  account  of  re- 
peated changes  in  prices.  But  the  fact  remained 
that  the  co-operative  movement  was  not  doing 
the  flour  trade  of  members  of  societies.  In-some 
of  the  large  industrial  towns  the  outside  man  was 
getting  more  of  the  trade  than  he  ought. 
Various  reasons  might  be  given,  but  he  believed 
societies  were  trying  to  get  too  much  out  of  flour. 

He  was  always  looking  for  orders,  and.  lie  was 
very  pleased  to  say  that  his  canvassing  had 
turned  out  very  satisfactory. 

••  Hot  Stuff.” 

Mr.  Hayho  (Long  Eaton)  at  this  stage  re- 
peated his  complaint  about  margarine  and 
mustard. 

Mr.  Roe  (Failsworth)  asked  if  societies  were 
taking  too  much  margin  on  margarine  profits. 

Mr.  Lander  said  they  had  had  no  complaint 
either  from  Long  Eaton  or  any  other  place  about 
the  quality  of  the  margarine.  Mr.  Roe’s  ques- 
tion was  very  delicate,  for  he  had  been  in  hot 
water  for  telling  retail  societies  how  to  run  their 
business.  (Laughter.).  When  butter  became 
cheaper,  people  went  on  butter  again.  As  his 
grandmother  used  to  say,  “ A bit  of  good  butter 
spoils  nowt.”  (Laughter.)  Lots  of  co-operators 
did  not  like  being  6een  buying  margarine  in  the 
stores ; they  would  sooner  buy  it  somewhere  else. 
(Aye.)  “ Oh,  I know.  (Laughter.)  I have  seen 
them  on  a Saturday  night.  Yes,  and  I’ve  seen 
them  buying  frozen  mutton  after  I have  been 
speaking  at  a co-operative  meeting,  and  they  put 
it  in  a bag  so  that  nobody  would  see  them.” 
(Laughter.)  As  for  mustard,  that  was  “ hot 
stuff.”  (Laughter.)  That  was  the  first  time  iu 
his  history  that  there  had  been  such  a question. 
Evidently  they  wanted  something  hotter  round 
about  Nottingham. 

Idealistic  Speeches  and  Practice. 

A Nelson  Delegate  asked  about  working  hours 
in  flit  printing  trade. 

Mr.  Lander  said  the  alteration  suggested  in 
the,  printing  trade  was  not  to  increase  the  work- 
ing hours,  but  to  come  into  line  with  the  trading 
arrangements.  Idealistic  speeches  on  a Saturday 
afternoon  were  all  very  well,  but  when  managers 
came  on  Tuesday  they  knew  nothing  about  these  ; 
they  wanted  goods  at  the  same  price  as  their 
competitors. 

Chorley  Weaving  Shed. 

A Delegate  fioi.i  Chorley  asked  if  there  was 
any  prospect  of  the  weaving  sheds  at  Chorley 
restarting  in  the  near  future. 

Mr.  King  replied  iu  the  negative. 

Hcbden  Bridge  Fustian. 

A Todmorden  Delegate  inquired  the  particular 
reason  for  the  largo  decrease  in  supplies  from  tho 
Hcbden  Bridge  fustian  works.  He  thought-  trie 
big  Russian  order  recently  secured  would  have 
shown  tho  works  to  better  advantage. 

Mr.  King  said  the  decrease  arose  from  the  fact 
that  no  demand  was  being  made  on  the  depart- 
ments for  this  class  of  productions.  The  goods 
required  by  Russia  were  taken  from  stock  very 
largely,  and  therefore  they  hud  not  had  occasion 
to  set  the  works  going  again. 

Directors'  Studied  Policy. 

Mr.  Sutton  (Beswick)  sought  the  studied  policy 
of  the  directors  regarding  tho  maintenance  of 
efficiency  in  the  hoot  and  shoe  department.  Was 
it  based  on  the  dislocation  of  men  with  forty  and 
fifty  years’  service  with  the  sooiety  ? 

Mr.  King  said  he  did  not  quite  understand  the 
question,  but  the  studied  policy  of  the  board  had 
always  been  to  secure  efficiency,  because  if  they 
did  not  get  efficiency  they  were  not  likely  to 
give  satisfaction  to  their  customers. 

Another  Delegate  stated  that  their  boot  man- 
ager reported  that  the  C.W.S.  could  not  supply 
boots  and  shoes  on  anything  like  the  same  terms 
as  the  best,  private  houses.  Ho  would  liko  to 
know  the  reason. 

Mr.  King  said  he  could  not  leply  to  the  ques- 
tion definitely  at  tho  moment,  but  the  directors 
could  not  understand,  from  tho  knowledge  they 
had,  why  societies  could  not  ’make  their  pur- 
chases from  the  C.W.S.  They  were  always  striv- 
ing to  create  the  demand. 

The  report,  was  adopted,  and  the  secretary’  read 
the  results  of  the  elections,  which  were  given  iu 
full  in  the  “ Co-operative  News”  hast  week. 

The  recommendations  of  the  directors  were 
then  taken. 

Back  to  tho  Land. 


of  Finance” — (laughter) — did  not  check  his 
colleagues. 

Mr.  Priestley  (Beswick)  waxed  satirical  over 
the  “philosophers,”  and  urged  the  directors  to 
go  on  acquiring  land,  which  was  the  first  prin- 
ciple— (laughter) — and  on  which  we  could  stand 
if  we  could  fight  for  it  or  pay  rent.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Whittaker  (Crompton)  and  another  dele- 
gate followed. 

Mr.  Youngs  (platform)  said  it  was  not  the 
policy  of  the  directors  to  purohase  agricultural 
land  while  the  present  high  prices  continued,  but 
there  were  circumstances  sometimes  arising  that 
almost  compelled  them  to  take  land  in  close 
proximity  to  that  which  they  had  already. 

Mr.  Hayhurst  said,  in  regard  to  land  near 
Clitberoe,  the  owners  wanted  £80,000  for  700 
acres,  and  it  was  got  for  £40,625,  so  that  they 
were  not  doing  so  badly.  (Laughter.) 

To  Inquire  or  Not  to  Inquire? 

Mr.  Roe  (Failsworth)  moved  the  resolution 
standing  in  the  name  of  his  society.  (It  sug- 
gested that  the  proposed  inquiry  should  not  be 
proceeded  with.)  What  was  their  object?  Were 
Svirao  of  them  looking  after  soft  jobs  for  the 
C.W.S.?  No;  they  were  doing  it  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  movement.  The  S. C.W.S.  had 
had  the  auditors’  report,  and  had  decided  to  take 
no  further  action.  How  could  they  have  a joint 
inquiry  when  one  party  refused  to  be  a partner 
to  it.  If  the  inquiry  went  on,  would  it  have  a 
beneficial  influence  on  the  movement?  “We 
got  an  advertisement  the  last  time  for  which 
we  were  not  particularly  thankful.” 

Mr.  Blakeborough  (Burnley)  seconded.  To  go 
on  with  the  inquiry  would  simply  be  to  play  into 
the  hands  of  private  traders.  An  inquiry  held 
with  one  partner  out  of  it  would  be  a fiasco. 

Mr.  Forber  (Bolton)  introduced  the  amend- 
ment of  his  society,  and  asked  them  to  concen- 
trate on  the  Woolwich  point  of  view.  It  was  no 
use  glossing  over  the  wound  or  putting  on  stick- 
ing plaster.  Let  them  get  down  to  the  seat  of 
tho  trouble.  He  proceeded  to  read  extracts 
from  the  special  report  prepared  by  the  auditors, 
and  in  face  of  these  statements  said  he  could  not 
how  anyone  could  seriously  contend  that 
there  was  no  need  for  inquiry.  In  the- interests 
of  efficiency  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  all  socie- 
ties, the  inquiry  should  be  proceeded  with,  and 
the  results  discussed  at  a future  meeting.  The 
Scottish  societies  had  had  the  report  of  the 
auditors  circulated.  They  (the  English  societies) 
had  not  had  it  yet;  they  had  never  discussed  it ; 
and  yet  the  Failsworth  Society  and  the  societies 
supporting  it  were  asking  them  to  bury  it.  He 
could  not  understand  their  attitude. 

Mr.  Hargreaves  (Bolton)  contended  that  il 
they  could  not  examine  their  own  investments 
there  must  be  something  wrong  with  their  rules. 
They  bad  a righi^  to  investigate  matters  whether 
the  Scotfemen  wanted  it  or  not. 

Mr.  Young,  in  moving  the  Eccles  amendment, 
suggested  that  if  the  directors  had  been  advised 
by  their  legal  advisers  that  they  could  not  pro- 
ceed with  this  inquiry,  then  they  should  change 
their  legal  advisers.  They  at  Eccles  considered 
that  ud  to  now  there  had  heen  no  saddling  of  the 
responsibility  for  the  present  state  of  things. 
There  was  iio  need  to  get  into  a panic  about 
what  appeared  in  the  press. 

Personally,  he  did  not  think  there  was  a 
single  society  which  had  suffered  because  of 
what  had  appeared  in  the  Hulton  press. 

At  any  rate,  the  statements  had  not  had  the 
lightest  effect  on  the  Eccles  Society.  Mr.  Young 
then  stated  they  desired  to  withdraw  they 
amendment  and  associate  themselves,  with 
Bulton  and  Woolwich.  . 

The  Chairman  intimated  at  this  stage  that 
Burslem  and  Weston-super-Mare  had  withdrawn 
their  amendment  in  favour  of  the  one  from  the 
Koval  Arsenal  Society. 

Mr.  Wale  moved  the  Royal  Arsenal  amend- 
ment-, 'and  asked  the  delegates  to  &tand  by  tho 
mandate  which  they  gave  in  that  hall  at  the 
previous  meeting.  They  wanted  the  investiga- 
tion to  be  proceeded  with,  and  they  did  not  think 
it  was  too  much  to  ask  '.for.  What  had  they  to 
fear?  If  everything  was]  clean  and  ab^ve  board, 
why  should  they  shirk  investigation?  The 
special  committee  would  report  to  the  sharehold- 
ing societies,  and  to  whom  should  they  report  it 
not  to  them  ? ...  , . . , , . 

Mr.  Williams  (Woolwich)  seconded,  saying  that 
through  their  amendment,  they  were  attempting 
to  set  up  a committee  which  would  enable  tins 
mutter  to  be  cleared  up  once  and  for  all. 


A London  Delegate  expressed  the  opinion  that 
they  were  paying  far  too  much  for  their  land. 

Mr.  Forber  (Bolton)  said,  considering  the  fiuan- 
cirl  situation  of  the  day  and  the_  promises  made 
from" that  platforitt,  the  directors  still  continued 
to  spend  huge  sums  of  money  in  a department 
where  they  had  loss  after  loss.  He  was  sur- 
prised that  Mr.  Hayhurst,  “ The  Prime  Minister 


Cowed  or  Coward? 

Mr.  Taylor  (Birmingham  Industrial),  in  sup- 
porting Woolwich,  felt  there  was  call  for  an 
inquiry.  , , . 

Mr.  Rue  (Failsworth):  I object  to  his  using 
the  word  “coward.”  . , 

The  President:  I understood  it  was  “cowed 
he  said.  , 

Mr.  Taylor : I said  we  would  not  be  coweci. 
(Laughter.)  We  are  not  afraid  if  some  of  the 
gentlemen  on  tho  platform  are.  (Laughter.) 
The  rest  of  his  vigorous  speaking  was  lost  by  his 
being  shouted  down.  , . 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  (Failsworth)  mentioned  that 
they  had  societies  who  said  they  had  suffered  no 
harm,  hut  others  admitted  they  had  had  a run 
on  their  funds  as  the  result  of  what  had  hap- 
pened before.  The  directors  had  made  a state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  care  would  be  taken 
that  nothing  of  the  kind  would  ever  happen 
again,  so  what  was  the  good  of  the  inquiry - 
There  were  always  some  people  ready  to  damage 
the  institution. 

Mr.  Forber  (Bolton):.  That  is  not  true. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  at  once  withdrew  the  allega- 

Mr.  Beutley  (Oldham)  said  they  had  elected 
the  gentlemen  on  the  board.  They  all  knew  the 
were  not  perfect — (laughter) — but  neither  v 
Prime  Ministers  nor  Emperors.  They  had  baa  •* 
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statement  from  the  board  and  another  from  the 
auditors,  and  now  some  were  wanting  an  inquiry. 
That  institution  was  built  on  confidence  and  not 
on  doubt.  , . 

Mr.  Kirkhy  (Pendleton)  supported  the  resolu- 
tion. If  this  inquiry  went  further  the  special 
. onimittee  would  have  to  make  a report  of  their 
investigations;  the  papers  would  get  it,  and 
probably  deal  with  it.  in  a way  which  would  not 
ho  advantageous  to  the  movement.  He  also  ex- 
pressed the  view  that  they  had  too  many  special 
committees.  , , . 

Mr.  Priestley:  The  statement  has  been  made 
that  our  policy  to-day  is  being  dictated  by  the 
Scottish  Wholesale  Society.  Is  it  not  a tact  that 
they  (the  Scottish  people)  are  minding  their  own 
justness  ? (Laughter.) 

Directors’  position. 

The  Chairman  then  read  the  following  stite- 
ment  on  behalf  of  the  directors : — Supplementary 
to  our  special  report  at  the  last  quarterly  meet- 
ing, we  have  to  state  that  since  this  matter  came 
under  our  investigation  it  has  had  our  closest 
attention,  and  every  step  has  been  taken  to  deal 
with  the  position  so  ns  to  safeguard  your 
interests  in  the  joint  undertaking.  Proceeding, 
he  said  lie  did  not  think  lie  could  add,  very  much 
to  what  was  stated  there.  They  wanted  the  dele- 
gates to  be  free  to  vote  just  as  they  liked.  But 
he  would  say  this,  that  steps  hud  been  taken  to 
make  it  absolutely  impossible  for  any  such 
occurronce  to  happen  again.  That  was  the  posi- 
tion the  directors  were  introducing,  and  they  left 
it  with  the  delegates  to  decide  what  had  to  be 
done. 

A Delegate  raised  the  question  as  to  whether 
delegates  could  vote  on  all  the  proposals  beforo 
the  meeting. 

The  Chairman,  said  he  would  have  to  leave  that 
matter  with  them ; he  could  not  settle  it. 

The  Vote. 

A show  of  hands  was  taken  on  the  Bolton 
amendment,  and  it  was  declared  lost.  1 he  Eccles 
amendment  was  treated  in  the  seme  way,  and 
.hat,  too,  was  defeated. 

The  votes  given  on  the  Royal  Arsenal  amend- 
ment and  the  Failsworth  resolution  were  counted, 
with  the  following  result:— 

For.  Agst. 

Royal  Arsenal  312  447  i 

Failsworth  488  2i2 

Bringing  forward  the  votes  at  the  divisional 
meetings  there  were  in  all  1,152  votes  for  tho 
Hoyal  Arsenal  amendment  and  1,310  against. 

The  resolution  had  1,316  votes  recorded,  in  its 

favour  and  1.205  against.#  The  resolution  was 
therefore  declared  carried. 

A Matter  of  Compulsion. 

The  question  of  instructing  employees  to  be- 
•onie  members  of  retail  societies  was  then  taken. 

A Pendleton  representative  moved  the  amend- 
nent  of  his  society,  and  to  the  critics  who  ob- 
jected to  compulsion  he  reminded  them  that  not 
-o  long  ago  they  all  in  that  room  compelled  all 
.o- operative  employees  to  become  members  of 
trade  unions. 

The  motion  was  taken  as  seconded,  but  was 
declared  lost. 

The  Anchor  Society’s  resolution  was  also  taken 
as  duly  proposed,  but  was  lost  on  the  vote. 

Help  for  Hartlepool. 

The  sum  of  £200  was  voted  to  the  fund  to  help 
/the  sufferers  through  the  great  lire  at  Hartlepool. 

Th^ Labourer  and  His  Hire. 

The  delegates  proceeded  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion of  the  reduction  in  salaries. 

The  Newbiggin  representative  who  moved  his 
society’s  motion  could  not  be  heard  save  by  these 
in  his  immediate  neighbourhood. 

A Delegate  formally  seconded. 

The  Liverpool  amendment  was  put  forward, 
the  mover  saying  that  as  the  workers  suffered  a 
reduction  in  wages  so  should  the  directors,  who . 
would  not  Have  any  short-time  with  it. 

Voice  on  the  platform:  No,  we  know  that. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Forber  (Bolton)  said  if  there  was  any 
danger  of  a dearth  of  candidates  for  that  board, 
t hey  would  instantly  withdraw  their  resolution. 
(Laughter.)  In  view  of  the  great  losses  the 
C'.W.S.  had  suffered,  he  'expected  the  directors 
themselves  to  put  on  the  agenda  this  reduction 
cf  salaries  as  their  contribution  to  the  economies 
now  prevalent  all  over  the  movement  as  well  as 
outside.  "What  about  the  position  of  the 
managers  and  the  lieads\of  departments  in  their 
retail  societies,  who  had  as  great  responsibilities 
as  the  director's.  (“  No!  no!”  from  tlvs  board.) 
Well,  he  knew  what  he  was  talking  about.  Their 
managers  could  do  quite'as  well  as  the  directors. 
A -seconder  put  tho  Bolton  motion  in  order. 
Mr.  Young  formally  moved  the  Eccles 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wale  (Royal  Arsenal)  urged  the  delegates 
to  vote  dead  against  all  the  amendments.  It 
was  impossible  for  them  to  give  the  directors, 
bearing  in  mind  tho  onerous  duties  they  were 
called  upon  to  discharge,  less  money  than  they 
were  getting  at  the  present  time. 

Mi  . Cole  (Chepstow)  spoke  similarly,  reem- 
ployment was  very  acute  in  the  South  Wales 
area,,  some  of  the  miners  for  many  weeks  only 
drawing  £2  and  £3  a week,  and  yet  at  the 
Cardiff  meeting  on  the  previous  Saturday  the 
delegates  voted  solidly  against  any  reductions 
in  the  directors’  salaries. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald:  In  this~hiatter  we  are  heait 
and  soul  with  you,  and  tile  delegates  have  the 
spectacle  of  tho  lion  ana  tho  lamb  lying  down 
together.  Any  reductions  would  bo  a disgrace  to 
us.  I 

The  Chairman  said  it  might  seem  very 
invidious  for  a man  to  defend  his  n\Vn  salary, 
hut  he  was  going  to  do  it,  with  all  the  sincerity 
lie  could  command.  He  mentioned  the  turnover 
in  the  bunk  and  the  trade  of  the  society  gener- 
ally and  questioned  very  much  whethei  any  out- 
side firm  .similar  in  sizja  would  be  content  with 
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A NEW  SPHERE  OF  DUTY. 
GIFTS  TO  MRS.  BARTON  AT  SHEFFIELD. 

The  appointment  of  Mrs.  Barton  as  assistant 
to  the  newly-elected  -general  secretary  of  the 
Women’s  Guild,  Miss  Enfield,  necessitated  her 
resignation  of  the  office  of  director  of  the  Bright- 
side  and  Carbrook  Society. 

A little  valedictory  gathering  took  place  at 
the  close  of  a recent  board  meeting,  when  Mrs. 
Barton  was  presented  with  a timepiece  and  a 
pair  of  statuettes  by  her  co-directors  as  a mark 
of  their  esteem  and  appreciation  of  her  services 
amongst  them  during  the  past  ten  years.  Tho 
President  remarked  that  they  parted  with  her 
with  mingled  feelings  of  pleasure  and  regret. 

Mrs.  Barton  has  had  twenty  years  of  work 
for  tho  co-operative  movement,  and.  was  first 
secretary  to  Hillsborough  branch  of  the  Women’s 
Guild.  A City  Councillor  and  Justioe  of  the 
Peace,  she  was  also  elected  on  Government  com- 
mittees during  the  war,  and  rendered  useful  ser- 
vice in  housing  and  other  reconstruction  schemes. 
She  has  interested  herself  greatly  in  maternity 
and  child  welfare  work,  as  well  as  in  domestic 
and  general  education.  Such  experience,  added 
to  the  work  on  the  Brightside  and  Carbrook 
Society’s  directorate  and  the  National  Publish- 
ing Society’s  directorate,  renders  Mrs.  Barton 
eminently  fitted  for  her  new  duties,  and  we  have 
every  confidence  in  her  success. 


MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


[CORRESPOND B1TXS  are  requested  to  write  in  ink,  on  one 
8‘d"  Ul°  PAPfr,  distinctly  and  briefly,  (dating  age.  eex, 
occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive  " noms-de- 
plume  or  initiate,  but  also  giving  real  names  and  addresses 
ns  proof  or  good  faith.  No  acute  conditions  or  cases  re- 
cuiring,.  to  be  se-n  can  bo  considered.  Address,  " The 
D-cto.,  Co-operative  News,”  Long  Millgate,  Manchester.] 

Dizziness  (“Troubled”). — Dizziness.  with 

blurred  vision,  at  your  age — forty-eight  years — 
may  indicate  a condition  of.  hardening  of  the 
arteries  of  the  brain,  and  the  treatment  of  the 
symptoms  .is  by  lying  down,  with  the  head 
slightly  raised,  adoption  of  a diet  which  will 
tend  to  lower  the  “ blood  pressure,”  and  so 
lessen  the  chances  of  rupture  of  on©  of  the 
arteries.  The  result  would  be  “ a stroke.”  or 
apoplexy.  I therefore  disagree  with  the  opinion 
v liicli  you  say  has  been  expressed,  that  the  con- 
dition is  “ of  no  consequence.”  It  may  be  of 
very  serious  consequence,  and  to  be  forewarned 
is  to  bo  forearmed* 

Sciatica  (“  F.  W.’). — Residence  on  the  coast 
is  not  goocl  for  sciatica,”  and  the  best  treat- 
ment for  it  is  by  rest  in  bed,  with  hot  fomenta- 
tions. when  the  pain  is  severe,  the  continual 
wearing  of  woollen  or  flannel  drawers,  and  ab- 
staining from  much  exertion.  I have  no  faith 
in  “rubbing”  tho  affected  part;  I think  that 
friction  irritates  tho  inflamed  nerve  covering, 
and  does  more  harm  than  "good.  Neither  have 
I much  faith  in  “ hydropathic  treatment”  for 
it;  this  also  irritates  the  affected  nerve;  and 


Safe  Pure  Milk 
.For  the  Children 


f*  IVE  your  little  ones  plenty 
VJ  of  rich  Carnation  Milk  to 
drink.  The  children  like  its 

wholesome  flavour  and  it  is  good 
for  them  because  it  is  so  pure. 

Packed  in  hermetically  sealed  tins, 
then  sterilised,  Carnation  is  a safe 
and  nourishing  drink  for  growing 
boys  and  girls.  For  this  purpose, 
add  a little  more  than  an  equal 
quantity  of  pure  water.  ^ 

Carnation  is  just  fresh  full  cream  • 
cows’  milk  evaporated  to  the  consist- 
ency of  cream.  Only  water  is  re- 
moved. All  the  cream  and  milk  solids 
are  retained  in  concentrated  form. 

Use  this  good  milk  also  for  cooking 
and  baking.  It  is  the  only  milk 
supply  needed  in  your  home. 
Order  Carnation  from  your  grocer- 
test  its  quality,  prove  its  economy. 
Write  for  a free  copy  of  the 
Carnation  Recipe  Book.  British 
Merchants  Inc.,  Ltd.,  Dept.  Y-IJ, 
29-30  Tower  Hill,  London,  E.C.3. 


White  Vegetable  Soup:  Two  car- 
rots,  2 turnips.  1 small  onion,  salt, 
pepper,  bnv  leaf.  1 stick  celery, 
j or.,  dripping,  1 pt.  Carnation 
Milk  diluted  with  1 pint  water. 
2 ozs.  flour,  l4  pts.  white  stock  or 
water.  Chop  onion  finely.  Cut 
vegetables  into  match  strips. 
Saule  for  5 minutes  *n  dripping. 
Add  boiling  stock  or  water  and 
bay  leaf.  Simmer  till  vegetables 
ore  tender.  Blend  flour  with 
diluted  Carnation  Milk.  Stir  Into 
soup,  bring  to  boil.  Simmer  gently 
five  minutes.  Season  and  serve. 

There  are  many  other  recipes 
as  good  as  this  in  the  Carna- 
tion Recipe  Book.  Send  for  it. 
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hough  the  jest  and  heat  ” treatment  may 
seem  to  be  doing  less  for  the  patient  than  the 
motion  or  hydropathic  treatment,  I aril  satis- 
tied  from  experience,  that  it  is  more  effective 
in  the  long  run. 

Running  Ear  (“Anxious  Mother”). — This 
subject  has  been  often  dealt  with  in  this  column 
the  opinion  beuig  expressed  that  it  is  always  to 
bo  regarded  as  possibly  serious,  from  tho  danger 
pt  t.ie  septic  mischief  in  tho  middle  ear  spread- 
ing into  the  brain  and  setting  up  an  abscess 
there,  which  may  prove  flita].  Such  a condition 
should  never  be  neglected. - but  treated  bv  a/ 
surgeon  who  specialises  in  throat,  ear.  and  nose. ' 
so  as  to  get  the  discharge  stopped,  not  bv  mere 
outside  syringing,  but  by  proper  internal  anti- 
septic treatment,  which  will  destroy  the  dan- 
gorous  infection  which  lurks  in  the  ear  and 
throat — perhaps  by  a “ mastoid  ” operation. 

Treatment  ok  a Mole  (“  Mole  ”).— The  best 
treatment  of  a mole  is  to  leave  it  alone.  A 
orn  you  may  cut;  other  forms  of  skin  growth 
vou  may  attempt  to  remove;  hut  a mole  is  best 
left  severely  alone.  There  is  always  a danger 
ot  an  irritated  mole  “ taking  bad  ways,”  and 
developing  into  some  more  serious  condition. 

Fatty  Tumour  (“A  Growth  on  the  Back;  ”).— 
This  is,  probably  a fatty  tumour,  and  can  be 
easily  removed  by  a slight  operation.  There  is 
no  danger  in  such  treatment,  but,  of  course 
it  can  best  be  done  by  a skilled  surgeon. 

P?ST,,  Rheumatic— a Bad  Case  (“  Rheu- 
matica  ”). — In  justification  of  the  reputation  you 
accord  to  mo  ol  “ candour  and  straightforward- 
ly fes  in  my  replies,  I must  express  my  opinion 
that  your  brother's  is  a bad  case  indeed,  after 
such  an  illness  (rheumatic  fever,  &c.)  of  two 
years'  duration,  and  now  so  " stiff -legged  ” and 
crippled,  with  ulcers  on  each  thigh,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  the  poor  boy  will  “ not  bo  easily 
persuaded  to  take  medicine."  And  I agree  with 
his  decision  “ to  take  no  notice  and  to  live  ordi- 
narily.” As  to  diet,  while  it  is  quite  true  that 
people  do  sooner  tire  of  meat  substitutes  than 
of  meat  itself,  it  is  also  true  that  a minimum  of 
flesh  n*eat  is  advisable  in  rheumatic  cases,  fish, 
fruit,  vegetables,  milk  puddings,  eggs,  and  such 
being  best.  It  is  in  such  a case  as  this  that  the 
limitations  of  professional  treatment  are  experi- 
enced, and  the  words  of  the  doctor  to  the  boy 
on  leaving  the  hospital,  “ that  the  cure  now 
rested  with  himself.”  exemplify  the  truth  that 
" Medicus  curat  sed  natura  sanat  morbos.” 
“ The  doctor  takes  care  of,  but  nature  heals 
oiseases.”  Many  thanks  for  your  kind  wishes 
for  Christmas? 

“ Sfctor  ” (second  reply). — For  your  wife  to 
base  her  refusal  to  consult  your  owu  doctor  upon 
the  idea  that  “ he  cannot  cure  himself”  is  surely 
absurd,  especially  in  a Scotswoman,  with  a full 
share  of  what  you  call  “ Scottish  perversity  ” 
(1)  You  omit  her  age  and  the  probable  cause  of 
the  swollen  leg,  “ which  has  now  broken  out 
into  a small  wound.”  If  it  was  clue  to  varicose 
veins,  this  condition  will  require  the  support  of 
classic,  or  rubber,  bandages,  a good  deal  of  rest 
in  the  recumbent  position,  with  the  leg  elevated, 
and  the  use  of  horaeic  and  zinc  ointment  to  the 
wound,  this  being  changed  twice  daily,  after  tho 
part  lias  been  cleansed  with  hot  solution  of 
bpracic  acid — a ica-spoonful  to  half-a-pint.  (2) 
The  small  swelling  on  the  finger  joints  may  bo 
due  to  rheumatoid  arthritis,  which  her  despised 
doctor  should  be  asked  to  diagnose  and  treat. 

“Football  ” (Farnworth). — Address  your 

j letter  to  “The  Doctor,”  “ Co-operative  News.” 
22,  Long  Millgate,  Manchester.  Replies  are  only 
given  through  the  Medical  Column.  Give  such 
particulars  as  age,  occupation,  duration  of  ill- 
ness, chief  symptoms,  whether  under  a doctor 
recent  I:,  or  not.  give  a " nom-de-plume  ” and 
your  real  name  and  address,  the  last  not  lor 
publication  but  ns  a guarantee  of  good  faith. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  ok  the  “ Scot- 
tish Co-operator”  (Glasgow). — Many  thanks. 
The  matter  will  be  attended  to. 

“ Co-operator  ” (Springburn). — The  condition 
you  describe  is  .sufficient  to  account  for  what 
you  refer  to,  but  I doubt  whether  any  special 
treatment  now.  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years, 
will  'lenefit  .you  or  remove  the  trouble  and  tho 
disability.  For  the  amemia,  from  which  you 
obviously  suffer,  a course  of  iron,  suoh  as 
“Mauds  pills"  might  help  you.  I am  afraid 
the  work  in  the  tea  room  will  lie  too  strenuous 
for  you  now. 

THE  “GINGER  GROUP." 

In  our1  report  of  the  meeting  at  Beswlck,  on 
January  7th,  which  appeared  in  last  week's 
“ News,"  the  membership  cf  the  societies  that, 
had  subscribed  to  the  group  fund  appeared  as 
188,000.  The  figure  should  have  been  386,1)00. 


Aster  Brand  Full  Cream  Condensed  Milk,  sweetened  with 
pure  cane  sugar , can  be  supplied  by  Carnation  Grocers 
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paying  its  directors,  bearing  the  same  amount  of 
responsibility,  £850  a year.  Iu  view(  of  what  was 
likelv  to  take  place  iu  the  economic  situation  of 
the  countrv  in  the  nest  ten  or  twenty  years, 
they  want-ad  the  best  brains  in  the  movement  to 
be  placed  at  the  servioe-of  the  society,  and  they 
must  make  the  salary  sufficiently  attractive  and 
commensurate  with  tho  duties  they  would  liava 
to  discharge.  , . ... 

A rhow  of  hands  was  taken  on  the  resolution 
and  amendments,  and  only  in  one  instance  was 
a count  deemed  necessary.  The  exception  was 
the  Bolton  amendment,  and  ui  this  case  the 
figures  over  the  whole  of  the  meetings  were  534 
for  and  1.022  against. 

The  resolution  and  the  various  amendments 
were  therefore  all  d«*ilared  defeated. 

At.  the  special  meeting  which  immediately  fol- 
lowed the  new  rule  relative  to  canvassing  was 
confirmed. 
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A VIRGIN  FIELD. 

NOVELISTS’  NEGLECT  OF  CO-OPERATION. 


The  tb  etnas  selected  by  novelists  for  their  plots 
are  usually  restricted  to  a few  conventional  sub- 
jects. When  one  picks  up  a book  the  particular 
'ine  the  author  is  likely  to  take  can  be  easily 
'nticipatcd  by  anyone  c-onvorsant  with  the 
a r iter’s  works.  There  is  a sameness  in  the  sub- 
jects dealt,  withy  and  a restricted  Held  from 
which  the  characters  are  drawn.  We  have  had 
i.i  modern  times  the  presentation  of  the  sordid 
,-ide  of  East  London  life,  a sarcastic  treatment  of 
ll>?  narrowness  of  Suburban  snobbery,  the 
intrigues  and  deceptions  of  Society' with  the  big 
“S,”  and  the  romances  of  the  countryside  in  all 
i, heir  picturesque  setting.  In  addition  there  is 
tins  scientific  treaties  in  the  form  cf  fiction  made 
popular  by  H.  Q.  Wells. 

Labour  in  a False  Light-. 

We. have  novels  dealing  more  or  less  faithfully 
with  the  Labour  movement,  gome  of  them,  by  the 
way,  distinguished  by  writers  entirely  ignorant 
•jf  this  phase  of  industrial  life.  It  is  painfully 
apparent  that  the  authors  have  viewed  working- 
class  aspirations  and  achievements  through  the 
darkened  spectacles  of  middle-class  prejudice. 
A novel  which  can  give  a true  and  graphic  account 
of  the  modern  developments  amongst  the  workers 
has  yet  to  be  written.  There  is  soepo  for  some 
one  with  an  inner  knowledge  of  the  rise  of 
Labour,  and  the  necessary  gifts  as.  a fiction  writer 
to  supply  this  missing  volume.  We  need  some 
sympathetic  author  to  do  justice  to  Labour,  in 
the  form  of  an  attractive  story,  in  the  saiiio  way 
tliat  Charles  Kingsley  was  able  to  utilise  his 
imaginative  powers  in  presenting  a crushing 
indictment  of  the  evils  of  sweating  and  the 
insanitary  conditions  of  the  villages. 

Co-operation  Ignored. 

It  Is  very  remarkable  that  although  tlio  co- 
operative movement  has  played  such  an  important 
part  in  the  social  life  of  the  people  for  over 
seventy  years,  one  fails  to  find  even  the  remotest 
reference  to  it  in  our  standard  novels.  By  this 
ciiiiesion  an  incomplete  picture  has  boon  drawn 
of  the  industrial  changes  since  1844.  Novelists 
are  not  the  only  offenders  in  this  respect.  Several 
of  the  writers  of  industrial  history 'have  failed  to 
do  justice  to  this  evolution  which  has  taken 
place  in  our  social  conditions  during  the  part 
Kfiptury.  f 

H.  G.  Wells,  from  first-hand  knowledge,  has 
given  us  a grapliic  picture  of  the  “ drain  pipe,” 
life  of  the  victims  of  the  living-in  rystem  in  a 
large  business  house,  in  recording  the  rise  to 
affluence  of  poor  little  Kipps.  In  other  of  his 
works  the  curtain  is  raised  from  the  private  shop- 
keeping world.  One  sees  the  drab  6ido  of  the 
ordinary  private  trader's  existence.  The  pic- 
tures drawn  are  not  calculated  to  make  commer- 
cial life  at  all  attractive  to  the  ambitions  young 
man,  even  though  he  has  been  coached  in  the 
materialistic  teachings  of  the  much-quoted 
Samuel  Smiles. 

We  have  learnt  from  Arnold  Bennett's  prolific 
pen  of  the  inner  lives  of  the  money-makers  of  the 
Five  Towns,  and  have  been  taken  into  the  homes 
and  businesses  of  many  of  the  Staffordshire 
residents.  The  pictures  are  mostly  drab  and 
uninspiring.  The  bulk  of  his  characters  ore 
people  one  would  not  be  desirous  of  knowing. 
The  stamp  of  a nareow  and  self-centred  provin- 
cialism i©  indelibly  impressed  upon  them.  The 
chief  moral  6eems  to  be  the  deadening  effect 
which  a mere  pursuit  of  riches  has  on  the  finer 
attributes  of  man. 

Incomplete  Pictures. 

The  pictures  of  provincial  life  of  both  these 
authors  are  incomplete  from  tho  fact  that  no 
reference  is  made  to  the  co-operative  movement, 
I have  a recollection  that  in  one  of  Arnold 
Bennett’s  books  there  is  a casual  allusion  to  tho 
existence  of  a oo-operntive  6toro,  but  beyond  this 
I cannot  recall  that  he  has  made  any  comment 
on  the  prominent  part  the  movement  has  played 
in  the  life  of  the  people  in  the  Staffordshire 
towns. 

This  neglect  of  an  outstanding  feature  of  indus- 
trial achievement  is  remarkable.  It  may  be  that 
authors  take  the  conventional  viow  of  co-opera- 
tion, and  are  loth  to  include  any  subject  which 
might  be  unacceptable  to  a section  of  thuir 
readers.  For  instance,  one  could  imagine  that 
the  private  trading  interests  and  tho  big  whole- 
salers would  hardly  be  likely  to  buy  a novel  which 
placed  co-operation  in  a favourable  light.  Their 
preference  would  be  for  one  which  ridiculed  tho 
system  and  parodied  its^eims.  They  would 
rather  purchase  a book  which  glorified  the 
multiple  shop  and  lauded  the  piling  up  of  big 
dividends  for  shareholders.  It  will  never  do  to 


establish  the  fact  that,  a©  instanced  by  the  suc- 
cess of  the  co-operative  movement,  it  is  possible, 
and  even  expedient,  to  eliminate  the  expensive 
luxury  of  a middle-man. 

How  Novelists  are  Handicapped. 

Another  explanation  of  this  ignoring  of  our 
movement  is  the  fact  that  mpst  of  our  popular 
novelists  have  not  come  Irom  working-class 
homes,  and  are  therefore  ignorant  of  co-operative 
history.  They  may,  perhaps,  bo  familiar  with 
the  joint-stock  oparatione  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
Stores,  but  that  is  a different  proposition. 
Kin'gsley  was  able  to  write  of  working-class  con- 
ditions from  a close  and  intimate  study  of  the 
lives  of  workers  in.  ^he  slums  and 
the  dwellers  in  rural  hovels.  It  would 
be  on  interesting  experiment  if  a writer  with  a 
name  would  weave  into  a romance  the  story  of 
the  rise  and  progress  of  the  oo-eperative  move- 
ment. The  story  is  bound  to  be  enthralling, 
even  of  a wide  circle  outside  the  co-operative 
movement.  There  are  unlimited  supplies  of 
material  available.  Nor  need  this  be  confined  to 
the  prosaic  facts  and  figures  so  eloquent  of  our 
progress.  Behind  the  material  considerations 
there  ore  romantic  incidents  and  delicate  human 
touches,  which,  handled  by  a great  master,  would 
make  a notable  l>ook.  At  any  rate,  it  would 
form  a much  mere  acceptable  subject  for  treat- 
ment than  a great  deal  of  tho  trifling  incident© 
and  empty  frivolities  on  which  our  later  novelists 
build  their  literary  productions. 

A Subject  for  H.  G.  Wells. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  H.  G.  Wells. 
In  one  of  his  Washington  articles,  which  proved 
unpalatablo  to  the  dictatorial  “ Daily  Mail,”  lie 
commends  international  eo-operarion  ns  being 
essential  for  the  reconstruction  of  Europe.  It 
would  be  a great  achievement  if  tins  gifted 
writer — for,  in  spite  of  the  “Mail’©’’  erratic 
action,  ho  is  on©  of  the  leading  publicists  cf  the 
day — could  be  WQuced  to  write  another  of  Ills 
fascinating/ romances  to  enforce  this  truth,  and 
incidentally  to  reviow’tho  international  outlook 
for  co-operation.  It  would  certainly  be  a new 
world  for  him  to  explore. 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  co-operative 
movement  lias  only  just  touched  the  fringe  of 
the  literary  sphere.  In  making  this  statement 
no  reflection  is  cast  on  the  work  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union.  With  the  limited  resources  at  its 
disposal  the  Publication©  Department  has  in 
recent  years  endeavoured  to  cater  adequately  for 
the  members’  requirements  in  this  department. 
Everyone  welcomed  the  appearance  of  Professor 
Hall’s  “ Sonnyside,”  which,  in  the  form  of  a 
pleasantly-told  story,  gives  the  salient  fact©  of 
the  origin  and  spread  of  the  eo-opeiurive  move- 
ment. It  is  hoped  that  this  is  but  a forerunner 
of  many  similar  books  whioh  will  unp  art 
instruction  the  juniors  in  an  attractive  form. 

The  Sunnyside  ” idea. 

The  idea  on  which  Professor  Hall  lias  worked  is 
quite  good.  What  is  now  needed  is  an  extension 
of  this  method  of  imparting  knowledge.  The 

Sunnyside  " plan  should  be  carried  out  on  a 
more  extensive  scale  in  a story  which  will  appeal 
to  all  sections  and  carry  its  teachings  into  every 
home.  For  this  reason  I am  suggesting  tliat  tho 
luminous  peu  of  a popular  novelist  should  be 
enlisted  in  the  co-operative  service. 

W.  H.  A. 


PENSIONS  FOR  WIDOWS. 

STOCKS  BRIDGE  SOCIETY'S  INTERESTING 

Scheme. 

Tub  Stocksbridge  Society,  near  Sheffield,  has 
taken  a decidedly  interesting  step.  A jiension 
schome  for  widows  ha©  been  adopted,  and  com- 
mences on  January  23rd.  Tim  details  are  given 
below 

1.  That  on  the  death  of  a husband  a sum  of 
5s.  per  we©k  shall  bo  paid  to  the  widow  during 
the  first  year  of  her  widowhood,  providing  the 
following  conditions  are  fulfilled — (a)  That  either 
the  husband  or  wife  were  members  of  tho  society 
at  the  time  of  death;  (b)  Tliat  membership  had 
existed  for  at  leaEt  three  years  before  death ; (c) 
That  the  average  annual  purchases  from  the 
society  had  averaged  not  less  than  £60  per  year 
for  the  last  three  years  of  membership. 

2.  That  the  fundd  fo.  this  scheme  should  be 

made  from— (1)  The  rebate  allowed  by  the  C.I.S. 
from  the  collective  life  premium;  (2)  Any  surplus 
from  the  investment  revenue  account.  T 

The  committee  of  management  are  tho  execu- 
tive officers,  and  all  pensions  are  to  be  sanctioned 
by  then). 


AUSTRIANS  AND  REPARATION'S. 

CO-OPERATORS  CALL  FOR  REVISION. 

The  co-operators  of  the  world  are  being  appealed 
to  by  their  comrades  in  Austria,  through  the  New 
Year  number  of  their  journal,  “ Der  Freie  Genos- 
senschaftcr,”  to  uso  all  their  influence  to  get  a 
revision  of  the  treaties  of  Versailles  and  of  St, 
Germain,  and  so  deliver  the  necessities  of  life  of  the 
nations  from  the  deadly  grip  of  imperialism. 

Tho  Union  of  Austrian  Co-operative  Societies 
claims  that  tjbe  free  right  of  self-government'  must 
no  longer  be  denied  to  the  German  peoples  in 
Austria  ; that  as  the  promised  credits  will  not- pro- 
duce the  desired  effects,  therefore  a reduction 
of  the  oppressive  reparations  to  the  actual  amount 
of  the  damages  of  tho  war  is  an  absolute  necessity  ; 
and  that  full  liberty  to  establish  economic  relations 
must  be  accorded,  as  well  as  in  the  uso  of  the 
sources  of  all  raw  materials. 


NEW  ZEALAND  MEAT. 

A CO-OPERATIVE  PROPOSAL. 

The  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Committee,  at 
their  last  meeting,  bad  before  them  the  proposals 
of  t-he  New  Zealand  Prime  Minister  with  regard 
to  a suggested  meat  jhioI.  Representatives  of 
the  meat  producers  from  all  parts  of  t!w>  dominion 
recently  held  a meeting  at  Wellington;  New 
Zealand,  to  consider  these  proposals. 

.Mr.  Massey,  the  Prime  Minister,  stated  that 
a 60rb.  sheep  sold  in  London  in  1913-14  at  4jd.  a 
bound  then  gave  a net  return  of  15s.  to  the 
farmer,  whereas  in  the  week  previous  to  his 
speaking  the  same  weight  and  quality  sheep  sold 
in  London  at  the  same  price  returned  the  farmer 
only  6s.  3d.  Matters  could  only  bo  improved  by 
co-operative  action.  There  would  be  a producers’ 
pool  managed  by  a board  in  New  Zealand,  and 
another  in  London,  with  Government  representa- 
tion. Thv.v  would  utilise  tho  existing  channels 
of  distribution. 

A resolution  of  protest  against  the  project  has 


AN  ITALIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL. 


The  great  Co-operative  Union  of  Milan,  Italy,  is  building  an  exteifsive  garden  suburb 
a little  distance  out  of  tho  city.  Here  is  a sketch  of  the  new  school  which  o/.r  co- 
operative comrades  have  made  possible  in  connection  with  the  scheme,  for . giving 
modern  and  appropriate  instruction  for  the  scholars  of  Milnuino  co-operative  colony. 


SCHOOL  FOR  APPRENTICES. 

AN  ITALIAN  INNOVATION. 

The  Co-operative  Operaie  (the  Workers’  Co-opefa- 
tivo  Society)  of  Trieste,  Istria,  and  Udine — the 
province^  where  the  Austrians  and  tho  Italians 
fought  during  the  war- — which  was  founded  18  years 
ago  by  123  modest  workmen,  is  now  developed  to 
the  stag©  of  establishing  a school  for  its  apprentices. 

There  are  two  courses  : the  first  for  the  novices, 
and  tho  second  for  the  more  advanced.  Instruction 
is  given  eight  hours  each  week  during  working 
time.  To  mako  tho  studies  more  easy  and  prac- 
tical. Professor  Carlo  Serini,  the  instructor,  has 
opened  out  a little  museum  appropriate  to  the 
school.  Tho  present  year  will  see  a third  course, 
the  main  feature  of  which  xvill  bo  visits  to  the  moro 
important  industrial  establishments,  with  a view 
to  awakening  intelligence,  and  activity  in,  and  con- 
formity with,  the  co-operative  idea. 


Appointment  m H.M.  the  King. 

Let  its 

Reputation  decide 

Two  generations  of  British  house- 
wives have  been  brought  up  in  the 
belief  that  Nostle's  Milk  is  the  leading 
brand  of*Condensed  Milk.  They  have 
never  expected,  they  have  never- 
wanted  better  milk  — they  have 
realised  that  better  milk  is  not  pos- 
sible. In  daily  use  for  over  50  years, 
its  quality  has  told  its  own  tale,  and 
confidence  in  its  purity  has  never 
wavered.  Don’t  take  risks — demand 

NESTLE’S 

—the  milk  that’s  always  pure  and 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

Resolutely  refuse  “just-as  goods” — 
fdere  are  none,  wdatever  tdeir  priee. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


been  passed  at  a meeting  of  Smith  field  Market- 
firms  held  in  London,  which  is  not  surprising. 
Middlemen  do  not  want  to  lose  their  profits. 


A VICTORY  FOR  THE  I.C.A. 

HUNGARIAN  ' SOCIETY’S  FREEDOM. 

The  largest  workers*  co-operative  society  in 
Hungary,  the  General  Co-operative  Society  of  Buda- 
pest, was  founded  bv  socialists  ; and  soon  after  the- 
Horthy  government  came  into  power  it  was  deprived 
of  its  autonomy,  and  put  under  official  surveillance. 
Its  membership  at  that  time  was  16(3)000,  and  for 
1920  tho  turnover  was  42S  millions  of  kronor. 

The  treatment  to  which  the  society  was  subjected 
aroused  the  indignation  of  co-operators  of  other 
countries,  and  protest  was  made  by  the  Congress  of 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance  at  Basle. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  Hungarian  Govern- 
ment, in  pursuance  of  its  new  policy,  has  restored 
to  the  society  its  autonomous  management  and 
authorised  elections  for  itsadministrativebodies.the 
results  of  which  show  that  tho  Social  Democrats 
obtained  19,343  votes  against  tho  Christian 
Nationalists  2,694. 


A COUPLE  OF  YEAR  BOOKS. 

A truly  wonderful  compendium  of  information 
ou  all  phases  of  co-operative,  industrial,  and  social 
life,  both  national  and  international,  is  The 
People’s  Year  Book,”  published  by  tho  two  British 
Wholesale  Societies.  A marvel  in  value  at  2s.  6d. 
It  will  be  Avclcomed  by  co-operators  of  all  nations, 
for  it  is  a guido  to  our  world-wide  activities. 

The  “ Taschin-Kalendar  ” — pocket-calendar— of 
the  Swiss  Union  of  Consumers’  Societies,  Basle,  is  a 
well-printed,  and  very  handy,  comprehensive  guide 
to  tho  many  activities  of  our  Swiss  friends.  A 
special  article  on  the  splendid  co-operative  colony 
of  Freidorf,  noar  Basle,  by  Herr  Ulrich  Meyer,  is  a 
special  feature. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Worley,  the  secretary  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Productive  Federation,  and  a member  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  International  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance,  contributes  to  “Der  Froio  Geuos- 
sensohaftor,”  the  official  organ  of  the  Austrian 
movement,  an  article  on  “ Co-operative  Production 
and  International  Trade.” 

QUEEN  OF  THE  BELGIANS  AS  PATRON. 

Queen  Elizabeth  of  the  Belgians  is  tbe  patron 
of  a,  co-operative  society  which  is  sending  out 
laoe  made  by  28.000  persons  living  in  tho  areas 
of  the  country  devastated  by  the  war. 
She  takes  a keen  interest  in  the  work,  which  is 
characteristic  of  the  country’s  high  reputation 
for  fine  Infe. 


Jan-tart  21,  1922. 
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IS  CO-OPERATIVE  EDUCATION 

WORTH  WHILE? 


PROFESSOR  HALL  JUSTIFIES  THE  ATTITUDE 

OF  WOOLWICH.  f 


INTERNATIONAL  TRADING. 

MR.  H.  J.  MAY  AND  THE  I.C.A.  ACTIVITIES. 

EXAMPLES  OF  BARTERING. 


WAY  OPEN  FOR  A NEW  SPIRIT. 


INTERESTING  PAPER  AND'  DISCUSSION  AT  A LONDON  CONFERENCE. 


BY  JOSEPH  REEVES. 


BY  OUR  OWN  REPORTER. 


Professor  Hall,  for  whom  I have  the  greatest 
respect  and  admiration,  has  unfortunately 
viewed  my  memorandum  under  the  title,  “ Are 
Co-operators  Neglecting  the  Rising  Generation  ?” 
as  a personal  attack  upon  the  Central  Educa- 
iicn  Committee  of  the  Union  for  their  lack  , of 
initiative  in  the  sphere  of  juvenile  co-operative 
education.  Nothing  was  farther  from  my 
thought.  I have  been  far  too  closely  associated 
with  members  of  the  C.E.C.  and  with  Professor 
Hall  t6  desire  to  adversely  criticise  their 
methods,  for  I realise  that  little  good  would 
result  from  destructive  criticism.  I merely  set 
out  in  general  terms  the  need  for  a reconsidera- 
tion by  the  whole  co-operative  movement  of  the 
vexed  question  of  the  development  of  a compre- 
hensive educational  policy  in  matters  of  junior 
and  adolesoenforganisation. 

Has  the  C.E.C.  Neglected  Juvenile  Education? 

I certainly  did  not  impute  neglect  by  the. 
C.E.C.  of  the  various  phases  of  education  among 
juniors,  and  why  Professor  Hall  should  suggest 
at  least  five  times  that  I did  rather  forces  me 
lo  conclude  that  the  promptings  must  have  been 
by  way  of  inward  conviction,  and  that  when  the 
C.E.C.  reviewed  the  history  of  this  question  and 
t!:c  little  known  record  of  its  work  was  detailed, 
it  was  borne  upon  them  That  the  mere  fact  of 
recording  the  steps  taken  to  organise  the  junior 
and  adolescent  co-operator  was  a more  severe, 
criticism  of  that  body  than  any  innocent  article 
written  by  ail  educational  secretary  of  a retail 
society. 

Indeed,  Professor  Hall’s  article  only  empha- 
sises this  conclusion,  and  as  one  who  is  jealous 
of  the  good  name  of  our  movement,  I deplore 
the  unintentional  consequence  to  an  honest  en- 
deavour to  stimulate  thought  and  provoke  discus- 
sion o:i  a subject  inseparably  associated  with  the 
future  suooess  of  the  movement  and  the  satis- 
factory development  of  a co-operative  system 
which  we  all  hope  will  transcend  all  previous 
social  experiments. 

Professor  Hall  objects  to  the  publication  of  the 
memorandum  at  the  moment  it  was  being  con- 
sidered by  the  C.E.C.  Now,  as  a matter  of  fact, 
the  memorandum  was  read  at  a London  confer- 
ence six  months  prior  to  its  publication  in  the 
‘■News,”  and  the  conference  requested  the  edu- 
cational committee  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Co- 
operative Society  to  forward  it  to  the  C.E.C.  for 
consideration.  The  memorandum  was  framed 
for  such  a oonferenoe,  and  it  is  preposterous  to 
interpret  it  as  an  attack  upon  the  C.E.C. 

There  is  consequently  no  necessity  for  me  to 
express  sorrow  for  having  allowed  the  article  to 
bo  published ; rather  the  contrary,  for,  as  Pro- 
fessor Hall  must  agree,  the  endeavour  to  interest 
the  rising  generation  in  the  possibilities  of  world 
co-operation  is  one  of  our  most  pressing"  and 
vital  activities.  The  whole  question  needs  the 
maximum  of  publicity,  and  far  more  than  it  has 
received  in  the  past,  especially  in  view  or  the 
forthcoming  conferences. 

] have  also  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that 
the  memorandum  has  extracted  from  Professor 
Hall  an  illuminating  article  on  the  activities  of 
the  C.E.C.  in  this  direction,  upon  which  we  shall 
be  able  to  base  our  future  programme. 

The  Provision  of  Class  Apparatus. 

My  purpose  was  neither  to  praise  nor  blame 
the  C E.C.,  but  to  point  out  fife*  need  for  the 
training  of  our  children  in  the  principles  of  world 
cooperation. 

For  that  matter  only  one  paragraph  referred 
to  the  C.E.C.,  in  which  I suggested  that  for  the 
convenience  of  the  movement  they  should  supply 
“ suit-able  clay  apparatus,  lesson  notes  for 
teachers,  illustrated  by  pictures  and  playthings.” 
1 then  continued  by  indicating  the  lines  upon 
which  these  lessons  might  be  designed.  Surely 
thirf  was  not  an  embarrassing  demand  from  a 
body  which  represents,  on  the  educational  side, 
•1,01)0.000  co-operators. 

I for  one  cannot  believe— and  I a sure  all 
co-operative  teachers  will  not  believe — that  Pro- 
fessor Hall  considers  the  Teachers’  Notes  in  the 
“ Educator,  ” “Our  Story,”  and  ‘*Sunnysido” 
are  the  very  last  word  in.  method;  they  are 
hardly  tho  first  word;  and  when  one  realises 
the  help  an  elementary  school  teacher  receives 
to-day  by  the  aid  of  chart,  illustrated  history, 
and  geography  books,  and  the  whole  parapher- 


nalia of  educational  apparatus,  the  statement  of 
the  help  rendered  to  co-operative  teacher  indi- 
c.’ios  the  niggardly  way  we  have  approached  this, 
one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement. 

I did  not,  neither  do  I,  suggest  that  the 
C.E.C.  should  pay  for  class  apparatus ; that  is 
naturally  the  work  of  the  retail  societies.  1 
merely  suggested  that  they  should  arrange  for 
these  things  to  be  provided.  I am  asking  for  a 
6oheme  of  juvenile  co-operative  education  which 
will  im  hide  class  apparatus,  weekly  lesson 
notes,  celebrations,  and,  so  that  the  scheme  may 
he  attractive  and  worth  while,  suggested  the  col- 
laboration of  the  story-writer,  the  musician,  and 
the  lyrical  poet. 

I have  so  much  faith  in  the  co-operative  ideal 
that  I believe  that,  were  we  determined,  we 
could  command  the  services  of  thq  most  brilliant 
members  of  the  community.  If  co-operation  is 
a great  world  ideal,  it  is  Capable  of  stimulating 
noble  sentiment  and  enthusiasm  in  every  direc- 
tion, as  it  has  done  in  days  gone  by,  having 
secured  the  rarest  spirits  of  the  age. 

Classes  “ As  Dull  as  Ditchwater.” 

Pi\  fessor  Hall  says  that  I have  been  unfor- 
tunate in -the  selection  of  the  classes  whic-h  1 
have  visited,  and  which  I described  as  “dull  as 
ditchwater.”  My  rejoinder  is  that  if  I have 
been  unfortunate,  then  Professor  Hall  has  been 
singularly  fortunate,  and  the  classes  have  been 
more  fortunate  6till,  for  from  where  they  have 
derived  inspiration  is  a mystery  to  me.  Unless 
the  ratural  human  co-operative  instinct  acted  as 
a helpful  prompter,  or  the  teacher  was  a 
“ genie,”  for  all  the  help  offered  by  the  Central 
Education  Organisation  up  to  date  could  not 
have  produced  such  a satisfactory  consummation. 

“ Does  Mr.  Reeves  know  that  in  many  cases 
there  is  no  money  to  pay  for  .trained  teaohers?” 
Yos,  Mr.  Reeves  does  know,  and  it  is  on  behalf 
of  tho  unpaid  teacher,  who  is  urged  to  oa-rry  on 
in  a grand  endeavour  to  teach  co-operation  to 
children  by  a self-sacrificing  love  of  the  epic  of 
co-operation,  that  I make  my  appeal.  I ask 
Professor  Hall  to  read  my  memorandum  again, 
and  forget  the  shortcomings  of  the  O.E.C.,  and 
he  will  find  my  one  main  point  was  for  more  help 
for  the  unpaid  teacher  of  co-operation  to  our 
juniors. 

The  Co-operative  College.  / 

1 do  not  for  the  moment  propose  to  reopen 
the  discussion,  on  the  question  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive College.  Mr.  Neville  has  so  clearly  stated 
the  position  from  the  Woolwich  point  of  view  in 
'the  columns  of  the  “News”  that  it  would  be 
redundant  for  me  to  press  the  matter.  This  I 
will  say,  however^  that  the  decision  referred  to 
by  Professor  Hall,  which  in  his  opinion  has  ham- 
pered the  development  of  a Co-operativo  College 
capable  of  supplying  all  the  educational  requi- 
sites for  which  I have  called,  may,  if  a further 
•effort  is  made  to  produce  a comprehensive  and 

nthetic  scheme  of  working-class  education,  re- 
presenting all  phases  of  working-class  develop- 
ment towards  a new  method  of  society,  be  the 
wisest  decision  the  movement  has  ever  made.  If 
a Co-operative  College  is  to  he  an  elaboration  cf 
the  present  methods,  it  would  bo  worse  than 
nothing.  \ 

New  Methods  in  Education. 

Can  we  afford  to  neglect  any  sound  educa- 
tional method  which  makes  a contribution  to 
the  Commonwealth?  If  we  cannot,  then  I only 
ask  that  our  proposals  be  triid  and  popularised 
:im  speedily  as  possible  by  the  central  educatiorml 
body  of  the  movement. 

I admire  all  that  Professor  Hall  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  C.E.C.  have  done  for  the  gro  it 
world  movement.  I believe  they  are  doing  nil 
they  car,  under  given  circumstances,  but  I do 
hope  they  wjll  take  heed  of  my  suggestions,  for 
the  reason  that  they  were  offered  in  tho  spirit 
of  co-operation.  ^ 

The  C.E.C.  is  the  Board  of  Education  of  tho 
movement;  Professor  Hall  our  Fishes  Can  vc 
claim  to  have  been  as  broad-minded  educnuona-ly 
as  many  local  education  authorities?  I very 
much  doubt  it. 

Our  system  of  education  will  be  justified  only 
when  we  can  show  tho  community  how  to  edu- 
cate both  adults  and  children  as  the  result  of 
our  pioneering  experiments. 


The  recent  controversy  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” respecting  international  trading  gave  an 
added  interest  to  the  Southern  Sectional  Conference, 
at  the  C.IV.S.  Assembly  Hall,  London,  on  Saturday, 
when  Mr.  H.  J.  May  (secretary  to  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance)  read  a comprehensive  and 
informative  paper  dealing  with  this  subject.  Mr. 
Mark  Clear  (chairmau  of  the  board),  who  presided, 
extended  a cordial  welcome  to  the  delegates. 
From  his  experience  jai  continental  conferences  ho 
instanced  the  high/ esteem  in  which  British  co- 
operators  are  held  by  their  comrades  abroad. 

Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd  (the  secretary)  apologised 
for  the  absence  of  Alderman  M‘Giff,  who  is  laid 
aside  with  an  attack  of  influenza.  He  announced 
that  there  were  220  delegates  present,  including 
seventy-five  representing  thirty-two  management 
committees. 

The  I.C.A.’s  Policy. 

In  the  course  of  his  paper  Mr.  May  showed  that 
from  the  inception  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  has  put  tho  promotion  of  international 
trade  in  the  forefront  of  its  programme.  It  was 
embodied  in  its  first  rules,  and  is  now  amplified  by 
the  addition  of  international  co-operative  hanking, 
a co-related  subject,  and  one  in  the  opinion  of 
many  which. should  take  precedence  of  a trading 
organisation  in  the  natural  development  of  our 
movement.  The  present  position  is  that  propa- 
ganda is  being  initiated  to  obtain  such  information 
as  will  enable  the  international  ti’ading  committee 
to  come  to  some  definite  practical  Conclusions  on 
the  whole  subject. 

No  Confusion  Except  in  England. 

In  the  development  of  this  question,  twp  subjects 
are  necessarily  mixed  up  which  must  now  be 
separated,  Mr.  May  continued.  They  are  the 
questions  of  international . co-operative  trading, 
and  the  relation  of  the  propagandist  or  ideal  side 
to  trading  operations. 

In  practically  every  country  except  England 
no  confusion  arises  with  regard  to  these  two 
questions,  because  their  promotion  is  cared  for 
by  a single  organisation,  or  if  two  organisa- 
tions exist,  the  direction  is  duplicated  in  the 
same  persons,  or  unity  is  achieved  by  a Joint 
council. 

Trade  With  Russia. 

The  decision  of  tho  Allied  Governments  on 
.Tunuary  16th,  1920,  to  open  trading  relations  with 
Russia ‘through  co-operative  channels  was  one  of 
the  first  Government  schemes  which,  whatever 
its  delays  and  demerits  may  have  been,  remains 
one  of  the  strong  proofs  of  the  emergence  of  co- 
operation as  a national  and  international  force, 
Under  that  decision  and  the  consequent 
trading  agreements,  orders  for  over  £7,000,000 
worth  of  goods  have  been  placed  in  this 
country  during  the  past  year,  but  not  one- 
hundredth  part  has  passed  through  co-opera- 
tive channels,  though  there  oan  be  no  possible 
doubt  of  the  willingness  of  the  Russian  organ- 
isations to  trade. 

They  are  using  every  effort  to  promote  trading 
relations  with  Western  co-operators,  and  a further 
trading  (lepiUrffion  (purely  co-operative)  is  about 
to  leave  Moscow  for  England,  France,  &o.,  in  order 
to  establish  definite  business  connections  with 
co-operation. 

Three  Lines  of  Development. 

Mr.  May  indicated  that  there  are  three  lines 
along  whioh  international  co-operative  trading 
could  he  developed,  viz.  -.—Joint  buying,  inter- 
change of  co-operativo  productions,  and  a system 
of  commodity  exchange  or  barter.  These  methods 
are  not  proposed  as  alternatives  but  in  combination. 
He  gRve  instances  of  joint  buying  between  various 
Wholesale  Societies.  The  necessity  and  advantage 
of  the  exchange  of  co-operative  productions  between 
the  Wholesales  of  different  countries  seems  to  be  a 
self-evident  proposition,  though  of  limited  extent 
at  present.  * 

As  regards  the  barter  system.  Mr.  May  stated 
that  it  has  already  been  tried  in  different  forms  ; 
quite  recently  Yorkshire  business  men  exported 
textiles  to  Germany,  and,  owing  to  their  unwilling- 
ness to  take  the  risk  of  the  rising  German  exchange 
and  their  German  customers’  reluctanco  to  risk 
the  falling  exchange,  they  accepted  payment  for 
their  textiles  in  toys.  A Government,  experiment 
in  Poland  provided'  fertilisers  for  tho  beet,  crop,  and 
took  sugar  in  exchange.  Another  experiment  was 
tho  sending  of  certain  raw  materials  from  this 
country  to  Austria  to  be  manufactured,  the  makers 
in  Austria  receiving  part  of  tho  goods  as  payment 
for  their  skill  and  processes. 

A Swedish  Scheme. 

Another  proposal  in  this  direction  was  elaborated 
in  a Memorandum  of  the  .Swedish  Co-operative 
Union  and  Wholesale  submitted  to  the  Central 
Committee  of  t ho  Alliance  at  Geneva,  in  April, 
1920.  This  scheme  declared  that  the  international 
organisation  of  trade  should  he  based  on  the  same 
fundamental  principles  as  those  of  an  ordinary 
co-operative  society,  i.e.,  on  the  Rochdale  principles, 
and  further,  that  on  any  other  basis  it  could  not 
long  endure,  nor  diminish  competition  between 
the'  nations  as  producers.  It  proposed  a central 
organisation  in  London  for  tho  collection  of 
statistical  material  as  the  basis  of  international 
oo-operative  action.  The  Memorandum  suggested 


the  establishment  of  a common  clearing  house  in 
London. 

The  Swedish  proposal  not  only  fits  in  with  the 
idea  of  barter  alread}'  referred  to,  but  provides 
another  line  of  development  with  undeniable 
advantages  to  the  movement,  the  immediate  results 
of  which  would  be  to  give  the  societies  the  difference 
between  the  buying  and  selling  rates  of  exchange, 
itself  a considerable  margin,  with  tho  addition 
of  all  tho  profits  on  the  trapsactions  whioh  now 
accrue  to  private  banks.  ) 

A Proposal  from  Austria. 

An  Austrian  scheme,  sent  to  us  in  the  beginning 
of  1920  contemplated  the  reconstruction  of  Austria-, 
with  whose  Government  the  co-operat  ive  movement 
is  so  closely  allied  and  intermingled  os  to  make  tho 
proposition  a perfectly  serious  one  from  both  tho 
co-operative  and  national  point  of  view.  Tho 
scheme  proposed  that  credit  should  be  given  to 
the  three  Austrian  co-operative  organisations,  and 
administered  through  a bank  composed  of  the  three 
organisations  and  their  creditors.  The  advantages 
of  the  arrangement  would  bo  (1)  that  all  parties 
interested  in  the  repayment  of  the  credit  would 
be  associated  in  its  administration,  and  so  secure 
its  most  productive  application  ; (2)  that  it  would 
ensure  that  all  the  goods  exportable  by  the,  Austrian 
organisations  passed  through  the  hands  of  the 
creditors,  who,  in  the  application  of  such  a scheme 
to  our  movement,  would  be  the  International 
Wholesale.  The  scheme  was  capable  of  expansion 
toother  than  Austrian  needs, ana  contemplated  the 
use  of  Allied  State  Credits. 

Various  Views.  , 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  a guildswoman, 
who  supported  the  suggestion  that  international 
trading  might  be  carried  on  by  means  of  barter. 

Mr.  Horth  (Stevedores’  Co-operative  Society) 
gave  some  details  of  the  operations  of  the  society, 
which  has  been  in  existence  for  twelve  months. 
He  instanced  the  keenness  of  private  traders  to 
secure  Russian  timber  from  a ship  the  sooiety  had 
lately  unloaded.  He  thought  that'  unless  the  co- 
operative movement  in  this  country  was  prepared 
to  show  the  same  enthusiasm  and  tact  as  tho 
capitalist  concerns  they  would  be  left  well  behind. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison  (London)  referred  to  the 
portion  of  the  paper  in  ^vhieh  Mr.  May  had  men- 
tioned that  an  International  Corporation  had  been 
formed  at  Paris  with  a nominal  capital  of 
£20,000,000.  This  seemed  to  be,  lie  said,  a serious 
obstacle  to  international  co-operative  trading. 
This  Corporation  would  have  behind  it  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  leading  nations  of  Europe.  There 
would  be  a direct  conflict  between  the  Corporation 
and  international  co-operative  trading. 

Mr.  Brighton  (Southampton)  considered  that  tho 
speech  of  Mr.  Morrison  confirmed  every  word  of 
Mr.  May's  paper.  The  fact  that  there  had  been  an 
International  Corporation  established  should  make 
us  fight  more  strenuously  on  behalf  of  tho  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance.  He  realised  that 
there  were  certain  obstacles  to  overcome  in  estab- 
lishing a.  satisfactory  system  of  barter.  He  urged 
that  the  societies  should  take  up  this  question, 
and  that  they  should  be  prepared  to  give  their 
loyal  support  to  practical  propositions  which  they 
should  place  before  the  C.W.S.  quarterly  meetings. 

Mr.  Edwards  (Guildford)  saicL  it  was  time  tho 
movement  captured  the  international  trading,  and 
also  took  its  proper  part  in  the  international 
political  side  as  well. 

Mr.  Kille  (Sussex  District)  said  ho  was  not  ther? 
to  hold  a brief  for  the  C.W.S.,  but  he  thought  they 
should  “ keep  our  homo  fires  burning  ” without 
troubling  much  about  anything  dec.  Thqy  had 
to  put  co-operation  right  in  Britain  first  before 
troubling  about  questions  abroad. 

Obstacles  to  Trading. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bate  (platform)  congratulated  Mr. 
May  on  having  written  a good  paper,  but  be  could 
not  congratulate  him  on  making  out  a good  case. 
International  trading  of  any  sort  was  not  the  easy 
job  Mr.  May  had  tried  to  iuuke  them  believe  it  was. 
International  trading  was  speculation,  and  ns  far 
as  he  knew  co-operators  were  determined  that  if 
they  had  any  power  the  C.W.S.  board  should  not 

speculate.  . 

Mr.  Adams  (London)  considered  that,  it  was 
necessary  that-  co-operators  should  look  after  them- 
selves on  this  question  of  international  trading. 
He  thought  that  a beginning  might  be  made  on  a 
small  scale,  and  this  could  then  be  extended.  There 
were  difficulties  to  bo  faced,  but  if  they  djd  not 
make  any  effort  to  surmount  them  they  would 
never  be  overcome. 

In  Favour  of  an  Exchange. 

Mr.  J.  Sheppard  (Royal  Arsenal)  said  the  last 
quarterly  report  of  the  C.W.S.  showed  that  there 
was  a large  reduction  in  the  output  of  tho  factories 
and  Avarenou3cs.  It  would  be  possible  to  set  in 
motion  the  machinery  lying  idle  if  some  system  of 
exchange  could  be  adopted  with  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Bird  (Ipswich)  thought  there  was  a general 
agreement  with  Mr.  May  in  the  case  which  ho  had 
presented.  The  question  which  concerned  them 
was  as  to  who  was  standing  in  the  way  of  developing 
these  ideas  ? Was  it  the  C.W.S.  directors  ? ff  it 
was  they  had  to  admit  that  if  they  were  over- 
cautious they  were  justified  in  their  action. 

Mr.  May  replied  to  the  discussion,  and  amplified 
several  of' the  points- contained  in  the  paper. 
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ASK  TO  SEE 

c.w.s. 

FLANNELETTE 

IN  WHITE,  CREAM,  AND  STRIPES, 

AT  YOUR  STORE. 


It  is  now  obtainable  at  the  remarkably 
low  price  of  Is.  3d.  per  yard. 


Ask  for  this  Stylish  C.W.S.  SHOE 
at  your  Store. 

The  WHEATSHEAF, 
12s.  6d. 


LADIES’  GLACE  KID  SHOE, 


Cuban  Heel-sewn, 

•vvith 

Patent  or  Self  Cap. 


Stock,  Sell,  and  Smoke 


C.W.  5.  GOLD  FLAKE 
C.W.S.  NAVY  CUT 


CIGARETTES 


Mind  you  ask  for 

c.w.s.  ,GoW  Flakc 

■i—  Navy  Cut 


when  next  at  the  Stores. 


Don’t  take  any  others;  but  say  it 

MUST  BE  C.W.S. 


Clx  Co-operatioe  Keros 

AND  JOURNAL.  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 


SATURDAY,  JANUARY  21.  1922. 


FULL  STEAM  AHEAD! 


The  shareholders  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
gave  expression  to  their  second  thoughts  011  Saturday  with 
regard  to  the  transactions  of  the  Joint  Tea  Department  of  the 
E.  and  S.  C.W.S.  It  is  true  that  the  Iprms  of  the  resolution 
in  favour  of  a special  committee  of  inquiry,  which  was  passed 
three  months  ago,  prevented  the  members  elected  since  then 
from  functioning  under  the  original  remit,  because  the  Scottish 
Wholesale  shareholders  decided  to  take  no  part  in  the  com- 
mittee. That  resolution  could  have  been  amended,  and  the 
fact  that  the  S. C.W.S.  shareholders  had  declined  to  take  any 
part  in  such  an  inquiry  would  not  have  precluded  the  C.W.S. 
shareholders  from  proceeding  if  they  had  decided  on  Saturday 
to  go  on.  They  are  partners  in  the  tea  department,  and  have 
a perfect  right  to  inquire  into  their  business,  even  if  the  other 
partner  does  not  deem  it  necessary.  However,  they  decided 
to  proceed  no  further. 

It  was  a generous  decision  ; and,  as  it  was  in  the  case  of  the 
Scottish  Wholesale  Society,  it  was  an  expression  of  confidence 
in  the  directorate  of  which  the  members  of  the  board  ulay  feel 
legitimately  proud.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  experiences 
of  the  past  three  months  will  have  had  probably  as  useful  an 
effect  as  the  operations  of  the  special  committee  would  have 
had. 

We  cannot  pass  from  the  subject  without  giving  the  directors 
credit  for  their  own  attitude.  Three  months  ago  they  frankly 
admitted  that  a mistake  had  been  made,  and  they  just  as 
(rankly  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  Stockport  resolution 
for  the  special  committee.  At  this  quarter's  meetings  they 
repeated  their  admission,  and  added,  as  they  did  in  October 
last,  that  steps  had  been  taken  to  prevent  repetition  of  such  a 
mistake.  They  might  have  urged  that  the  matter  should 
drop,  but  they  made  no  effort  either  to  press  or  persuade  the 
delegates  ; the  decision  was  left  to  the  free  will  of  the  dele- 
gates, and  for  that  they  are  certainly  to  be  commended. 

We  hope  the  episode  will  be  buried  so  far  as  the  past  is  con- 
cerned A further  resolution  is  promised  for  the  strengthen- 
ing of  the  hands  of  the  auditors,  but  our  judgment  with  regard 
to  that  must  be  suspended  till  we  see  what  the  resolution 
proposes. 

We  are  glad  that  the  meeting  decreed  no  reduction  in  the 
salaries  of  the  directors'.  It  is  quite  true  that,  even  if  the 
Newbiggin  11  cut  ” had  been  decided  upon,  there  would  have 
been  “ no  dearth  of  candidates  for  the  board,”  as  one  delegate 
put  it ; but  even  those  who  cheerfully  entered  the  lists,  and 
succeeded  in  the  elections,  would  soon  incline  to  the  view  that 
the  directors  are  not  overpaid.  There  is  a certain  charm 
about  the  life  of  the  Wholesale  directors,  but  there  are  thorns 
on  the  roses  they  lie  upon,  too ; and  comparatively  few  co- 
operators,  except  those  who  have  had  actual  experience,  quite 
realise  what  " whole  time  ” service  means.  The  fixing  of  the 
salaries  was  vested  in  the  meeting  representative  of  working 
men  and  women  who  have  suffered  cuts— and  some  01  them 
pretty  severe  cuts — in  their  wages,  and  their  decision  was  a 
second  gesture  which  did  them  credit.  We  regret  that  the 
Scottish  Wholesale  directors  fared  badly,  and  had  to  put  up 
with  a 25  per  cent,  reduction.  They  have  always  been  paid 
less  generously  thaji  their  English  confreres.  They  have  a smaller 
field  to  cover,  no  doubt ; but  there  are  only  twelve  S. C.W.S. 
directors,  and  they  no  doubt  feel  some  little  heartburnings 
now  when  they  are  valued  so  lightly.  We  feel  free  to  write 
this  strain  because  we  have  consistently  deprecated  the 
reduction  of  wages  among  the  employees,  and  have  just  as 
consistently  urged  that  conditions  in  the  co-operative  service 
should  be  such  as  would  make  the  co-operative  office  or  factory 
or  shop  the  goal  of  the  best  workers  in  the  country. 

We  can  only  hope  that  the  spread  of  co-operative  ideas  and 
the  practise  of  co-operative  loyalty  will  speedily  change 
conditions  and  that  co-operative  trade  will  be  so  restored  and 
improved  that  the  employees  of  the  movement,  of  whatever 
rank,  will  be  able  to  secure  a standard  of  living  that  ”’;it 
surpass  in  comfort  anything  heretofore  obtainable. 

There  was  one  other  decision  vvith  which  we  found  ourselves 
in  hearty  agreement.  It  was  the  decision  to  refuke  to  make 
membership  of  a co-operative  society  a condition  of  employ- 
ment in  the  C.W.S.  We  disapproved,  even,  of  the  decision 
to  make  trade  unionism  compulsory.  If  we  do  not  decide 
to  make  membership  of  a society  compulsory  there  is  no 
ground  for  assuming  the  duties  qHthe  trade  union  organiser. 
If  we  make  membership  a condition  of  employment,  other 
employers  would  be  entitled  to  make  non-membership 
condition  of  service  in  their  establishments.  We  must  stand 
for  individual  liberty  in  this,  and  make  our  movement  so 
useful  that  for  economical  considerations  no  sensible  person 
can  afio.'l'to  remain  outside. 

Happily  there  are  hopeful  signs  that  the  wor|£  stage  has 
been  passed.  The  sales  of  the  C.W.S.  still  show  decreases,  but 
the  decreases  in  value  are  not  a true  barometer  of  the  fluctua- 
tion in  actual  trade,  for  while  in  the  period  covered  by  the 
committee’s  statement  the  sales’  value  is  down  by  25%  in; 
for  example,  the  Manchester  grocery  department,  the  decrease 
in  the  volume  of  trade  is  only  147  per  cent.,  and  in  view  of 
the  terrible  amount  of  unemployment  that  decrease  is  sur 
prising.  The  figures  for  the  half-year  will  be  awaited  with 
some  little  anxiety,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  tide  is  again  turning,  and  that  results  that  may  be  expected 
' for  the  new  year  Will  show  a distinct  improvement.  Therejs 


short-time,  and  there  are  idle  machines.  It  is  not  only  of 
co-operative  factories  that  the  same  thing  has  t6  be  said, 
unfortunately  ; and  any  diminution  of  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  people  reflects  itself  in  the  trade  of  the  movement. 
Our  goods,  however,  are  not  produced  for  export.  They  are 
produced  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  count ry,  and  their 
bulk  could  be  considerably  improved  if  those  who  have  the 
good  fortune  to  be  in  regular  employment  realise  that  the 
activity  of  our  factories  depends  upon  them.  There  are 
many  unemployed  ; but  there  are,  happily,  many  who  have 
been  regularly  employed  all  along.  Their  trade  is  not  all 
going  to  the  C.W.S.  factories.  They  may  be  to  blame,  or 
their  societies  may  be  to  blame  ; but  the  fact  remaius.  Mr. 
Lander,  on  Saturday,  mentioned  margarine  and  flour  as  two 
commodities  to  which  this  observation  applies.  It  does  seem 
extraordinary  that  in  flouij,  for  example,  Midland  societies 
should  have  been  able  to  deal  advantageously  with  the  C.W.S. 
to  a greater  extent  than  societies  nearer  the  Wholesale  mills. 
Societies  must  stop  stifling  co-operative  productions  by  seeking 
larger  profit  out  of  them  than  out  of  competing  productions  ; 
and  until  they  do  stop  co-operative  factories  will  be  held 
back  by  the  people  who  ought  to  double  their  output. 

Mr.  Thorpe  sounded  a powerful  plea  to  the  delegates  in 
this  connection.  The  co-operators  of  the  country,  suffering 
though  they  are  from  short-time  and  financial  stress,  have 
still  vitality  enough  to  maintain  the  trade  of  the  stores  and 
the  output  of  the  factories  at  a higher  level  than  is  reported 
at  present.  Cannot  we  all,  at  the  beginning  of  this  New  Year, 
make  up  our  minds  that  the  whole  movement  will  go  full 
steam  ahead  ? 


THE  LEAGUE  IN  DANGER. 


A very  serious  danger  is  in  the  air  over  Franco-British 
relations,  and  the  question  of  whether  there  is  to  be  an 
alliance  between  the  two  nations  or  not  is  rapidly  developing — 
if  it  has  not  already  developed — into  an  issue  of  first  mag- 
nitude. 

We  have  regretted  steps  taken  by  France  at  Washington  in 
regard  to  dreadnoughts  and  in  regard  to  submarines.  A 
number  of  newspapers  in  this  country  have  slrared  that  regret, 
and  expressed  it,  but  we  have  to  dissociate  ourselves  with  the 
tone  which  some  of  them  adopt  towards  France.  The  danger 
we  refer  to  arises  chiefly  from  the  fact  that  if  some  British 
papers  do  not  curb  themselves,  and  if  some  of  the  French 
papers  do  not  curb  themselves,  the  same  distrust  and  sus- 
picion will  be  begotten  between  our  French  neighbours  and 
ourselves  as  existed  between  the  Germans  and  ourselves  for 
some  years  prior  to  the  M*ar. 

On' the  question  of  the  proposed  alliance,  we  are  entitled 
to  say  that  everything  possible  should  be  done  to  allay  French 
fears" of  a renewal  of  war  by  Germany  or  any  other  power, 
either  now  or  a generation  hence  ; but  the  best  guarantee  ot 
peace  is  not  a two-power  alliance,  but  the  League  of  Nations. 
A military  alliance  between  any  two  or  three  powers  would 
simply  beget — as  such  alliances  have  always  done — a counter- 
alliance, which  would  be  all  the  more  dangerous  if  it  were 
secret  and  underground.  In  all  our  advocacy  of  the  League 
of  Nations  before  the  Versailles  Treaty  was  signed,  we  urged 
that  co-operators  throughout  the  world  should  support  the 
scheme,  because  Europe  would  have  to  choose  between  a 
grand  alliance  of  all  the  nations  or  rival  alliances,  which  would 
mean  a renewal  of  the  old  balance-of-power  policy,  which  has 
been  an  endless  cause  of  mischief. 

If  France  and  Britain  want  to  make  peace  secure  and  lasting, 
the  authority  of  the  League  must  not  be  weakened  by  alliances, 
for  military  purposes,  between  groups  of  its  members,  and 
these  two  powers  should  use  their  efforts  to  bring  Germany 
and  Russia  within  the  League— an  aim  which,  it  was  pointed 
out  in  last  week’s  “ News,”  might  be  accomplished  by  the 
proposed  Genoa  Conference.  Sectional  affiances  will  not,  \ye 
fear,  do  much  to  bring  about  disarmament,  but  they  will 
revive  old  suspicions  and  increase  armaments,  and  that  would 
be  a dubious  service  to  either  France  or  ourselves. 

We  might  have  expressed  similar  views  regarding  the  four- 
power  pact  settled  at  Washington  but  for  the  fact  that  the 
United  States,  one  of  the  parties  to  the  pact,  is  not  a member 
of  the  League,  and  the  pact  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  her 
in.  Both  France  and  Britain  are  members  of  the  League  ; 
the  strength  of  the  League  would  be  behind  either  of  them  in 
the  event  of  aggression  by  any  other  power,  and  a separate 
military  alliance  would  betoken  a want  of  trust  in  the  League, 
and  expedite  its  disruption.  Our  affection  for  France  has 
never  weakened  but  we  want  political  international  co- 
operation to  be  complete,  and  we  believe  the  co-operators  of 
Europe  will  be  with  us  in  deprecating  any  policy  which  would 
throw  upon  any  one  nation  the  responsibility  for  a protec- 
torate, which  representative  co-operative  gatherings  have 
declared  should  be  assumed  by  all  the  nations  combined  in  one 
great  League.  There  will  be  co-operation  for  peace  among  all 
the  nations,  or  sectional  rivalry  will  breed  war  ; and  we  stand 
for  world-wide  pea-'e. 


We  shall  shortly  get  at  a^ruo  estimate  of  the  cost  of  living.  In  a 
discussion  relating  to  what  it  costs  the  Marylebone  Board  of  Guardians 
to  keep  a child,  a relieving  officer  stated  that  tho  present  rate  is  £3 
a week.  If  it  costs  the  Guardians  £3  0 week,  with  all  their  wholesale 
cooking,  feeding,  washing,  heating,  and  lighting,  what  must  it  cost  the 
average  parents  who  have  no  collective  advantages  to  eas  their 
burden  ? A South  Wales  reader,  writing  to  us  this  week,  tells  us  thrjt 
the  Welsh  miner  who  has  £1  a week  to  take  homo  to  keep  house  and 
family  going  is  regarded  a3  almost  a millionaire.  Tho  rigours  of  the 
past  week’s  weather  must  have  made  life  terrible  for  many. 


January  21,  1922. 
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NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


Puzzle  : Find,  an  election  ! It  is  not  the  only  puzzle.  Who  is 
going  to  start  it  ? When  is  he  going  to  start  it  ? What  will  it  be 
about  ? There  are  lots  of  puzzles  and  lots  of  puzzled ; and  the  most 
puzzled  of  all  are  the  Prints  Minister  nnd  his  friends  who  tannot  see 
ihrough  a stone  wall.  We  are  puzzled  with  the  rest — except  about 
tin  time.  We  have  already  said  the  general  election  will  be  ordered 
when  the  Prime  Minister  sees  the  prospect  of  securing  a new  lease  of 
power.  What  tberissue  will  bo  and  who  his  supporters  will  be  are  other 
questions  which  we  believe  be  himself  can  probably  not  answer  at 
the.  moment;;  and  if  ho  cannot,  who  can  ? He  may  again  raise  the 
Coalition  flag;  he  may  unfurl  the  standard  of  llio  prospective  now 
National  Liberal  Party.  It  seems  quite  clear,  however,  that  the  Prime 
Minister  does  not  regard  February  as  the  propitious  month  for  battle 
at  the  polls.  Some  “ well-informed  political  correspondents,' ’ who 
have  already  been  wrong  in  their  predictions,  incline  to  the  belief  that 
(ho  election  will  ndw  bo  deferred  to  about  April  or  May.  Logical 
deduction  gives  some  support  to  their  anticipations,  although,  it  must 
be  confessed,  jogic  is  more  frequently  ignored  than  honoured  by 
politicians.  * t . 

The  “ Daily  Herald  ” on  Monday  next  reverts  to  tho  status  of  a 
penny  paper.  This  ought  to  have  a big  effect  in  increasing  the  circu- 
lation of  the  “ Herald  ” to  a figure  more  in  keeping  with  the  dimensions 
of  the  trade  union  and  Labour  movements.  For  the  present  the  Labour 
Party  and  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  have  undertaken  responsibility 
for  the  immediate  maintenance  of  the  “ ^lerald,”  and  a movement 
has  been  in  progress  with  a view  to  taking  it  over  as  tho  official  organ 
of  both  movements.  The  “ Herald  ” ought  to  have  a circulation  three 
or  four  times  what  it  has  at  present,  and  so  long  as  it  stands  for  labour 
and  democrat  ic  interests,  it  is  a reflection  on  tho  workers  of  the  country 
that  it  should  be  constantly  struggling,  while  other  organs  are  piling 


up  circulations  because  they  aro  liought  by  working  people,  to  whose 
interests  they  are  collectively  injurious.  The  circulation  of  the 
' Herald'’  would  not  give  the  directors  causo  for  complaint  if  the 
workers  purchased  it  instead  of  other  hostile  journals. 

Satisfaction  will  be  generally  felt  in  the  movement  that  through 
the  persistent  efforts  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  there  is  a pros- 
i pcct  of  the  Prime  Minister  introducing  legislation  to  secure  the  sale 
l of  tea  by  net  weight.  This  is  a system  which  has  had  the  support  of 
I co-operators,  who  have  fought  against  tho  unfair  method  of  their 
competitors  in  not  giving  the  full  weight  in  the  tea  packages — selling 
the  paper  at  the  same  value  as  the  commodity.  The  only  remedy 
would  have  been  to  introduce  private  legislation — a C03tly  and  uncertain 
process.  The  enforcement  of  this  statutory  requirement  on  the. 
private  trader  will  result  in  a saving  of  a considerable  sum  to  all  con- 
sumers. In  this  way  the  co-operative  movement  protects  the  interests 
of  the  whole  community  and  not  'merely  its  four-and-a-lmlf  million 
members.  ♦ . ♦ 

There  may  be  some  smart  business  people  connected  with  the 
Northern  Council  of  Grocers’  Associations,  but  not  a few  of  thorn  would 
be  given  short  shrift  at  the  Court,  of  Anti-Loose  Thinking.  For  in- 
stance, at  .the.  recent  monthly  meeting  of  the  council,  when«fche  action 
of  Bishop  Temple  in  attending  the  “ Co-operative  News  jubilee  was 
discussed,  one  of  the  members  is  reported  to  have  said,  >!  competition 
had  made  England,  and  if  England  had  not  been  as  it  now  was  there 
would  have  been  no  occupations  for  bishops.’’  One  can  only  say  of 
competition,  if  it  has  made  England,  that  it  has-  made  a very  poor 
job  of  it,  and  that  the  sooner  it  gives  co-operation  a chance  the  better 
it  will  be  for  the  community  at  large.  Another  member  of  the  council, 
at  the  same  meeting,  said  “ that  the  general  feeling  all  through  tho 
North  of  England  was  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  private  trader's  working 
people  would  have  been  starved  to  death  during  the  war.”  This 
particular  member  of  the  council  is  not  guilty  of  loose  thinking ; tho 


charge  against  him  must  be  one  of  not  thinking  at  all.  At  any  rate, 
his  statement,  does  not  exaotly  tally  with  the  fact  that  in  the  wav 
period  the  Government  had  to  control  trade  to  prevent  competitive 
traders  from  starving  those  who  wer&not  content  to  be  robbed. 

M.  Krassin,  one  of  the  Russian  members  of  the  Central  Committee, 
of  the  International  Co-operativo  Alliance,  has  given  an  interview  to* 
a representative  of  the  London  press  in  which  he  discussed  the  outlook 
for  the  restoration  of  trade  between  Russia  and  other  countrios.  11, » 
admitted  that  economical  restoration  was  tho  first  need  of  the  Russian 
people,  and  that  the  restoration  could  not  come  about  without  help  from 
abroad  ; but,  at  tho  same  time,  he  asked  that  it.  should  be  remembered 
that  Russia  is  a country  with  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials  that  are 
indispensablo  to  the  people  of  the  whoio  world  and  particularly  the; 
people  of  Europe.  Russian  agriculture,  he  believes,  cannot  bo  restored 
without  machinery,  implements,  and  Becda  ; and  wo  ourselves  pointed 
out,  when  the  effort  was  being  made  to  mitigate  tho  sufferings  caused 
by  famine,  that  while  tho  feeding  of  tho  starving  pcoplo  would  save 
their  lives  it  would  not  produce  orops  or  transport  them,  and  that  the 
greatest  service  could  be  rendered  to  Europe  would  bo  by  sending  also 
such  machinery,  implements,  and  rolling  stocks — in  addition  to  food- 
as  these  things  would  be  productive  of  food  for  Europe  in  next  year  s 
harvest.  M.  Krassin  repeats  assurances  about  freedom  of  trade  in 
Russia  ; but  insists  that  there  must  bo  control  of  foreign  trade  chiefly 
in  view  of  the  fact,  that  £1  sterling  is  worth  700,000  roubles,  and  foreign 
countries  would  thus  bo  able  to  take  Russian  produce  at  absurdly 
low  prices.  Tho  recognition  of  the  Russian  Government,  foreshadowed 
by  the  Prime  Minister,  would  undoubtedly  accelerate  the  economic 
restoration  of  Russia ; and  that  restoration  would  probably  make 
the  Russian  co-operative  movement  ono  of  the  greatest  maohiins 
under  the  control  of  the  common  people.  At  tho  forthcoming  meeting 
of  the  Executive  of  the  International  Alliance  the  members  will 
consider  a proposal  to  send  a special  delegation -to  Moscow  to  study 
conditions  there  at  first  hand. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  "Wednesday. 

A professional  man  of  literary  tastes  the 
other  night  was  recalling  to  mo  a weekly  debate 
in  connection  with  the  Milton-streot  Congrega-v 
tional  Church,  Rochdale.  These  debates  were 
favourite  diversions  of  Mitchell,  the  Father  of 
the  C.W.S.  On.  this  particular  night  Mitchell 
waxed  eloquent,  aud  in  order  to  enforce  his  point 
quoted  the  old  tag,  “ Faint  heart  never  won 
lair  lady.”  Rut  his  point  was  lost  in  a roar  of 
laughter,  for  bo  was  a bachelor! 

Apropos  the  Baiting  of  the  Bishop,  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  last  week’s  “ News,”  I 
find  that  our  friend  Robert  Walker  ge^s  himself 
hopelessly  muddled.  His  letter  referred  to  the 
Bishop's  intention  of  speaking  at  the  “ News  ” 
jubilee  celebration,  but  friend  “ Bob  ” referred  to 
it  as  “ a function  of  the  Co-operativo  Printing 
Society.”  In  ono  who  reads  tho  “ Co-operative 
News”  so  religiously  as  he,  that  mistake  is 
unpardonable. 

♦ * ♦ 

Bishop  Temple,  by  the  way,  put  it  across  Mr. 
Walker  in  rather  a nasty  way.  When  informed 
that  his  letter  was  to  be  published,  lijs  Lordship 
replied  i “ My  former  letter  was  not  written  for 
publication,  but  I do  not  think  I have  any  objec- 
t ion  to  its  being  published,  and  1 suppose  on 
the  whole  the  co-operators  will  be  pleased.” 
In  last  week’s  “ News”  there  was  a reference 
*o  the  bitter  pill  under  the  gilt. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

f During  his  recent  tour  in  the  north  Mr.  F.  C. 

( rowther  (C.W.S.  lecturer)  supplied  one  or  two 
interesting  definitions  of  “economy.”  Tho  small 
boy,  he  said,  thought  a practical  demonstration  of 
economy  was  the  use  of  one  piece  of  bread  for  both 
marmalade  and  butter.  Economy  to  the  house- 
wife was  to  make  money  go  as  far  as  possible — but 
it  generally  went  so  far  it  didn’t  come  back. 

+ ♦ ♦ 

Some  good  stories  were  told  by  Mr.  Crowther. 
No.  1 was  against  the  men.  A wealthy  West  End 
lady  with  more  monoy  than  sense,  and  more  timo 
t han  suitable  employment,  organised  a “ White 
Elephant  Party.”  Every  lady  who  attended  had 
to  bring  “ something  for  which  she  had  no  use,  but 
which  was  too  valuable  to  throw  away.”  Eleven 
of  the  fourteen  who  attended  brought  a husband 
along.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

No.  2 was  in  favour  of  the  men.  “A  woman's 
work  is  never  done.”  “ But,”  said  Mr.  Crowther, 
” if  a man  does  not  finish  his  work  he  gets  the  sack.” 

♦ * * 

Our  old  co-operative  friend,  Mr.  J.  J-  Dent, 
C.M.G.,  has  the  courage  of  hi3  convictions.  The 
other  day,  as  the  president  of  the  Working  Men’s 
Club  and  Institute  Union— an  honour  he  has  held 
for  more  than  twelve  years— be  opposed  tho  decision 
of  the  executive  committee  to  take  over  certain 
property  at  Langland  Bay  which  will  havo  the 
result  of  connecting  the  Union  permanently  with 
tho  holding  of  a liquor  licence.  Mr.  Dent,  good 
clubman  that  ho  is,  remains  faithful  to  tho  ideals 
of  Hodgson  Pratt  and  Stephen  Taylor  ; and  ho  so 
far  carried  the  annual  meeting  of  delegates  with  him 


that  tho  question  is  to  bo  voted  on  by  all  the 
branches. 

No  wonder  our  Scots  friends  are  “ sweert  ” 
to  believe  what  they  see  “ in  the  papers.”  A 
Ivorthcliffo  paper  published  something  on  Sunday 
about  “Largs,  Fifeshire”;  and  Paisley  folks 
will  bo  even  angrier  about  it  than  the  people  in 
Largs. 

While  I am  on  the  subject  of  Scotland  I may 
record  two  remarkable  happenings  of  Friday  last. 
Tho  Marquis  of  Graham,  a good  old-fashioned  Tory, 
wrote  a lotter  to  the  press  in  favour  of  Homo 
Rule  for  Scotland  ; and  the  “ Glasgow  Herald  ” 
found  it  necessary  to  publish  a leading  article 
commending  the  merits  of  porridge  as  a food  to 
the  modern  Scot  who  evidently  forgets  that 
Buirdly  chiels  and  clever  hissies 
Are  bred  on  sia  a food  as  thin  is. 

As  for  the  Homo  Rule  letter,  Mr.  Gallaoher 
(of  tho  S.C.W.S.  board),  who  is  chairman  of  the 
Scottish  Home  Rule  organisation,  will  no  doubt 
welcome  the  new  recruit. 

I was  sorry  whon  I read  of  the  death  of  Tommy 
Gibson  Bowles,  ex-M.P.  Nobody  shared  all  biB 
political  views,  for  whether  he  stood  as  a Liberal 
or  a Tory  he  was  never  a whole-hogger  either  way, 
but  at  best  a free  lance,  with  a chief  tendency  now 
to  the  one  and  then  to  the  other  party.  I bad  to 
follow  him  round  at  one  of  his  elections.  His 
meetings  were  delightful  for  all  the  “lads  of  the 
village”  who  wanted  fun  went  to  be  entertained 
by  Tommy’s  jokes  while  his  opponent  had  miserable 


meetings;  but,  as  often  happens,  his  opponent 
got  most  of  the  votes,  and  Tommy  packed  his 
bag  for  another  try  elsewhere.  One  of  his  best 
jokes  in  the  House  was  when  he  likened  a certain 
Bill  to  a mule  because  it  had  “neither  pride  of 
ancestry  nor  hope  of  posterity.” 

At  a meeting  in  London,  on  Saturday — not  a 
oo-operative  gathering— tho  Chairman  said  to  a 
speaker:  “You  are  out  of  order.” 

“ I beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  CJiairman,”  was  tbs 
retort,  ,;I  novor  felt  better  in  jny  life.” 
Everyone  laughed  oxcepb  the  chairman. 

A iopuj.ar  weekly  paper,  in.  giving  a review  of 
Mr.  and  Mtr.  Webb’s  new  book,  alludes  to  the 
London  Wholesale  Co-operative  Society.  Tho 
London  Society  with  its  -big.  territory  has  grwit 
aspirations,  but  these  do  not  include  the 
invasion  of  Lemau-strcet. 

Irish  co-operators,  and  at  least  a low  British 
co-operators,  know  Lord  Ashbourne,  whoso 
brother,  the  Hon.  Victor  Gibson,  has  lately  died 
at  a Sussex  hotel.  Lord  Ashbourne,  the  ton  of 
an  Irish  Lord  Chancellor,  wa«  ono  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Gaelic  movement  in  Ireland  when  that 
movement  had  only  an  academic  interest.  Ho 
attended  the  proceedings  of  th>a  Co-operative 
Congress  in  Dublin  in  1914,  and  spoke  at  oue  of 
the  sessions,  wearing  then — and;  inch  ed,  he  has 
nearly  always  done— 'the  saffron-coloured  kilt 
which  is  the  traditional  garb  of  tba  Irish  Gael. 
When  lie  spoko  at  the  Congress,  Lord  Ashbourne 
used  the  first  official  language  of  Dail  Eireann, 
hut,  presumably  beoauso  due  notice  was  not 
given,  he  had  to  act  as  his  own  interpreter. 

The  ‘‘.Christian  World”  describee  the 
“ People's  Year  Book  ” as  “primarily,  it  is  the 
year's  report  of  the  co-operative  movement.'’ 
What  have  the  Publications  Department  of  the 
Co-operativo  Union  to  say  about  that? 


ROBERT  BURNS  AS 

A CO-OPERATOR. 

By  A CITIZEN  OF  AYR, 

All  next  week  Scotsmen  will  lie  celebrating 
tho  anniversary  of  tho  birth  of  Robert  Burn;,. 
If  Burns  were  alivo  to-day,  would  ho  bo  asso- 
ciated with  the  co-operative  movement  as  we. 
know  it?  The  question  is  not  altogethor  an  un- 
interesting speculation.  There  is  no  doubt  about, 
hip  having  been  a.  oo-oporator  in  the  universal 
sense,  but  he  had  no  opportunity  of  being  a 
store  member,  for  co-operation  in  the  trading 
fionse  did  not  come  to  his  native  Ayr  for  over  i 
bundled  yean:  after  his  death; 

What  a wonderful  asset  Burns  has  been  to  co- 
operative and  labour  leaders.  He  has  provided 
the  finest  climax  to  platform  perorations  of  all 
the  poets  in  his  “ Man  to  man,  tho  warld  o'er, 
snail  brothers  be.”  At  conferences  and  demo- 
cratic assemblages  that  line  eldom  fail  to 
“bring  down  the  house.”  This  is  more  a tcuri- 
jnony  to  the  wonderful  humanity  of  the  working 
Masses  themselves  rather  than  to  tho  platform 
orator.  Yob  it  is  an.  amusing  spectacle  at  tiu^s 
to  note  with  what  unction  some  speakers  tlMiwr 
it,  as  if  they  were  contributing  something 
original  to  the  world  of  thought ; and  it  is  qui 
unusual  to  find  that  some  of  tho  most  export 
manipulators  of  tho  Ayrshire  bard’s  line  are  the 
least  brotherly  of  mortals  in  practical  every-day 
life.  Such  reformers  have  not  yet  learned  to 
reform  themselves  in  the  art  of  sociability. 

If  Burn6  lived  to-day  lie  would,  I feel  sure-, 
rejoice  to  see  in  his  native  county  the  fine  fruits 
of  associated  effort  in  trading.  True,  Ayr,  whom 
he  made  famous  as  tho  town  of  “ honest  men 
aud  bonnio  lasses,”  could  not  of  itself  form  a 
co-operativo  sooiety  successfully,  but  was  in- 
debted to  neighbouring  Kilmarnock  for  tho  ad- 
vantages of  co-operation.  The  “honest  men 
and  their  sousie  wives  have  not  been  slow  in 
responding  to  the  assistance  given  them,  and 
three  or  four  shops  and  a large  bakery  supply 
their  needs.  An  energetic  educational  committee 
havo  seen  to  the  mental  and  social  needs,  and 
have  brought  somo  of  tho  finest  lecturers  in  the 
country  to  dispense  humour  as  well  as  “ sweet- 
ness and  light.”  Yet  there  is  still  a large  field 
awaiting  cultivation  to  whom  lectures  a^id  con- 
ferences will  never  appeal.  I am  afraid  it  muse 
bo  confessed  that  the  poet  has  lost  influence 
with  the  present  generation,  for  it  is  an  unpoetio 
age. 

But  the  seed  of  the  wider  cooperation  of  love 
and  brotherhood  was  developed  by  Burns,  and 
the  spirit  of  it  is  more  alive  to-day  than  ever. 
The  Washington  Conference,  tho  League  ot 
Nations,  tho  co-operative  and  labour  movements 
are  evidences  of  the  working  of  that  spirit. 
Burns  clearly  saw  that  a brighter  and  better 
world  was  not  possible  so  long  as  strife  and 
selfishness  prevailed.  And  as  the  co-operativo 
movement  in  its  origin  and  outlook  is  striving  to 
combat  those  evils  as  far  as  it  can  under  tho 
present-day  conditions,  it  is  right  to  assume  that 
were  the  poet  alive  to-day  he  would  havo  been 
an  active  member.  J-  N. 


You  miss  a good  deal  in  life  if  you  don’t  read 
the  “ Millgate  Monthlv.”  which  ia  your  own 
publication,  don’t  forget. 


ALL  DRESSED  UP  AND 


The  Stage  Manager  will  make  up  his  mind  when  he  knows  how 
the  elephant’s  legs  are  likely  to  go. 
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A LYNN  PIONEER. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  A..  FURBANK. 

By  the  death  of  Mr.  Arthur  Furbank,  which 
occurred  at  his  home  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
• yeans  on  the  6th  inst.,  the  King’s  Lynn  Society 
has  lost  another  of  its  pioneers. 

Mr.  Furbank  was  present  at  the  meeting  on 
September  5th,  1888,  when  it  was  decided  to 
start  a oo-operative  society  in  Lynn.  He  was 
elected  on  the  first  committee  (the  only  other  sur- 
viving members  are  Messrs.  F.  H.  Hignell,  F. 
Hve,  and  T.  Peake),  and  ever  since  hi6  interest 
in  the  movement  has  remained  unabated.  Dur- 
ing the  thirty-three  years  he  has  seen  the  mem- 
bership rise  from  72  to  5,341  and  the  quarterly 
takings  increase  from  £5o5  (quarter  ended  Feb- 
ruary 27th  1889)  to  £44,575  (quarter  ended 
October  29th,  1921)  j^jhd  in  that  time  ho  Inis 
watched  the  opening  of  nine  branches,  in  addi- 
tion to  tlie  acquirement  of  the  central  stores  in 
Yalingeris-road,  in  July,  1890.  His  election  to 
the  presidency  of  the  Lynn  Workingmen’s  Co- 
operative Society  at  the  quarterly  meeting  in 
January,  1910,  was  a popular  one  among  the 
members.  On  August  26th.  1915,  he  was  pre- 
sented with  an  illuminated  address  and  a cheque 
as  a tangible  recognition  of  the  part  that  he  had 
played  in  guiding  the  destinies  of  the  society  since 
its  inception,  The  address  referred  to  tha  " un- 
impeachable character  and  self-denying  labours  ” 
of  the  recipient,  which  “ have  very  materially 
helped  the  society  to  its  present  bright  position.” 
When  the  Hunstenton  new  branch  premises  were 
opened  in  November,  1920,  lie  was  presented  with 
a silvei*  key  as  a memento  of  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Furbank  was  a man  of  decided  opinions, 
and  did  not  hesitate  to  express  them  ; but  lie 
•was  never  intolerant;  although  he  adhered  to  the 
course  that  he  believed  to  be  correct.  He 
possessed  the  liappy  knack  of  being  able  to 
enunciate  his  views  most  tactfully,  and  this  no 
doubt  won,  in  a large  measure,  the  admiration 
which  one  and  all  had  for  him.  He  was  very 
popular  with  the  co-operative  society’s  staff,  for 
at  all  times  he  displayed  a keen- interest  in  their 
welfare.  For  thirty  years  lie  was  local  secretary 
of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Railway  Servants 
and  the  National  Union  of  Roilwaymen.  He 
celebrated  his  golden  wedding  on  April  22nd, 

Tlie  funeral  took  place  on  Wednesday  last 
week,  in  the  presence  of  a large  and  representa- 
tive gathering  of  friends,  oo-operative  members, 
and  railwaymen. 

An  Appreciation. 

In  paying  a warm  tribute  to  the  late  Mr. 
Fufbank  (King’s  Lynn),  Mr.  G.  Alcock.  in  the 
last  issue  of  the  “Railway  Review,”  states: 

“ lie  was  quiet  and  unostentatious,  a man  of 
character  and  sterling  worth,  and  he  united  in 
himself  the  ideals  for  which  I have  stood.  The 
three  forms  of  associated  life  were  his.  He  was 
:eh’gious,  he  was  an  ardent  co-operator  and  trade 
unionist,  and  he  had  been  associated  with  the 
King’s  Lynn  Society  from  its  very  inception.” 


THE  LATE  MR.  FRANKLING. 


Numerous 

tributes  have  been 
paid  to  the  worth 
and  personality  of 
the  late  Mr.  F.  J. 
Frankling,  the 
veteran  president 
of  the  Portsea 
Island  Society, 
whose  death  at  the 
ripe  age  of  eighty 
was  announced  in 
our  columns  last 
week.  He  was  one 
of  the  best  known 
co-operators  in  the 
Southern  Section, 
and  for  a period  of 
thirty -four  years 
had  taken,  a large 
part  in  the  official 
affairs  of  the  Port- 


Latb  Mr.  Frankling, 


sea  Island  Society. 

Miss  Frankling  (his  dauglrtor)  has  received 
letters  o*f  sympathy  from  co-operators  in  all 
parts  of  the  section. 


C.W.S.  BUILDERS’  SOCIAL. 


'AN  EVENTFUL  EVENING. 

An  exceptionally  happy  and  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent  at  Leman-stremt,  on  Thursday,  Janu- 
ary 5th,  on  tlie  occasion  of  the  second  anuual 
dinner  and  social  of  the  London  building  depart- 
ment of  the  C.W.S.  The  manager  'Mr.  U.  W. 
( hiekeu)  very  ably  carried  out  the  duties  of 
chairman.  and  in  a few  remarks  appropriately 
touched  on  the  need  for  the  best  individual  pro- 
duction.as  being  a solution  to  some  of  the  indus- 
trial difficulties  and  as  big  a factor  in  reducing 
unemployment. 

The  programme  given  briefly  below  shows  the 
energies  the  builders  extend  to  their  enjoy- 
ment. A real  first-class  dinner  (thanks  to  Mr. 
C.  Carter)  was  followed  by  a whist  drive  (the 
prizes  being  generously*  presented  by  Mrs. 
Chicken,  who  had  to  present  to  Mr.  Chicken  the 
gentlemen’s  boioby  prize).  Following  this  a 
musical  programme  was  rendered,  to  which  a 
good  number  of  the  department's  staff  and  a few 
friends  contributed.  The  proceedings  concluded 
with  dancing.  The  whole  affair  went  along  with 
a real  Social  swing  that  should  help  to  obtain  for 
Mr.  Chicken  that  “best  production”  he  men- 
tioned in  iho  early  part  of  the  evening. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


The  Reading  Society’s  educational  committee 
have  presented  to  the  borough  publio  library  a copy 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webb’s  new  book  on  the  co-opera- 
tive movement.  • . ♦ 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  secretary  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  will  address  a concert-meeting 
at  Reading  Town  Hall  on  January  31st,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  local  society’s  educational  com- 
mittee. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

An  extension  of  the  Reading  Society’s  bakery  has 
been  carried  out,  and  a new  travelling  oven  and 
machinery  arc  being  installed. 

The  social  club  formed  at  Shornells,  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society’s  jubilee  memorial,  now  numbers 
nearly  400  members,  whilst  the  other  educational 
and  recreative  agencies  are  going  strong  in  this 
salubrious  ccntre.  4 4 »4 

New  Swindon  Industrial  Society  finished  the  year 
with  a membership  of  nearly  9,000,  sales  amouhting 
to . over  £300,000,  with  a vigorous  educational 
department  and  a soihid  financial  position,  dood 
work  is  bound  to  tell. 

Branches  at  Teddington  and  Hampton,  recently 
taken  over  by.  the  London  Society  from  the  Staines 
Society,  are  now  in  full  swing  under  the  new  regime. 

Conferences  of  guild  presidents  and  secretaries 
have  been  arranged  by  the  London  Society’s  educa- 
tional committee.  4 4 4 

A new  biscuit  factory  at  Sopthend,  belonging  to 
the  London  Society,  is  nearing  completion. 

For  the  last  three  months  new  members  have 
been  joining  the  London,  Society  at  the  rate  of  500 
per  month.  Publicity  is  a paying  proposition. 

The  London  Society  has  opened  a new  butchery 
branch  at  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.  New  de- 
partmental stores  at  Cornwall-road,  North  Kensing- 
ton, and  Romford  will  shortly  be  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Pople  is  the  president.'  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Prater 
the  secretary,  of  the  Men’s  Guild  which  has  been 
started  at  Ealing.  ♦ * . 

The  propaganda  lectures  recently  given  by  Mr. 
Burt  Williams  in  the  Lowestoft  Society’s  area 
resulted  in  an  influx  of  new  members. 

The  window  and  shop-dressing  competitions  at 
the  Lowestoft  Society’s  stores  excited  keen  interest, 
and  the  judges,  Messrs.  Clark  and  Tyte  (C.W.S.), 
had  a difficult  task  in  making  the  awards. 


Mr.  H.  J.  May,  as  the  co-operative  representative, 
has  been  attending  the  meetings  of  the  National 
Wages  Board  held  to  consider  the  Scottish  railway 
companies’  proposals  for  variations  in  the  national 
agreement.  ♦ • ♦ 

The  Stevedores’  Co-operative  Society  have  carried 
out  a second  contract  for  the  All-Russian  Co-opera- 
tive Sooiety.  They  unloaded  from  the  “ Brann  ” 
in  the  Surrey  Commercial  Docks  148,984  pieces  of 
timber  in  fifty  working  hours. 

In  order  to  meet  the  convenience  of  members  in 
the  outlying  districts,  the  Sheerness  Society  has 
arranged  to  run  a travelling  butcher’s  shop.  During 
Christmas  week  9,000  lbs.  of  meat  were  sold  by  the 
society’s  butchery  departments,  which  represents 
lib.  per  head  for  the  total  population  of  tho  town. 

The  Sheerness  Children’s  Circle  are  undertaking 
a circulation  push  this  year  of  “ Our  Circle,”  the 
real  live  penny  magazine  for  young  people. 

A satisfactory  report  has  been  presented  of  the 
work  done  by  the  South  Suburban  Society’s 
Managers’  Association  during  the  past  year.  Three 
conferences  have  been  held,  which  were  addressed 
by  Mr.  W.  Stewart  (educational  secretary).  Pro- 
fessor Hall,  and  Mr.  Chas.  Bailey  (the  society’s 
president).  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  London  Society  is  opening  a new  branch  store 
on  Wednesday,  February  1st,  at  82,  Cromwell-road, 
Notting  Hill,  in  the  Wtet  London  area.  Depart- 
ments for  grocery,  butchery,  bread,  and  confec- 
tionery will  be  ready  first,  and  departments  for  dry 
goods  will  be  added  later.  A public  concert- 
meeting will  be  held  in  the  evening,  at  which  Mr. 
J.  H.  Bate  will  preside,  and  Mr.  H.  P.  Clements  will 
speak  on  the  co-operative  movement. 

“ The  London  Co-operative  Magazine  and  Wheat- 
sheaf  ” for  January  contains  a descriptive  account, 
together  with  the  full  tables  of  each  of  the  forty-six 
counts,  in  the  recent  election  of  the  committee  under 
proportional  representation  rules. 

A special  display  of  C.W.S.  tea  has  been  arranged 
by  the  London  Society  during  February  in  all  the 
branches,  and  prizes  are  being  offered  to  children 
under  fifteen  for  the  best  essays  on  “ Co-operative 
Tea.”  One  hundred  grocery  branches  will  make 
tea  a feature  of  their  windows. 

A successful  whist  drive  and  dance  was  held 
by  the  Duumow  Society  on  Friday  evening, 
January  13th.  This  is  the  first  that  has  been 
held  this  season,  but  it  was  so  successful  that  a 
wish  was  expressed  by  those  present  that  a 
similar  event  should  be  held  monthly. 


SUBSTANTIAL  GIFTS. 

SOUTH  SUBURBAN  MANAGERS 

HONOUR  A COLLEAGUE. 

The  Departmental  and  Branch  Managers’ 
Association  formed  in  connection  with  the  South 
Suburban  Society  held  a dinner  at  the  society’s 
hall  at  Penge,  on  Wednesday  last  week.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Neale  (president)  was  in  the  chair,  supported 
by  the  officials  and  management  committee. 

Mr.  Chas.  Bailey  (president  of  the  society) 
presented  a handsome  sideboard  to  Mr.  H.  Miller 
(Bromley  branch),  who  had  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vice as  secretary  to  the  Association. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Church  (general  manager)  also  paid  a 
high  tribute  to  Mr.  Miller’s  capable  and  con- 
scientious services  since  his  association  with  the 
socioty^ommencing  in  1901.  On  behalf  of  the 
managers  and  his  colleagues  he  presented  Mr. 
Miller  with  a gold  watch,  suitably  inscribed,  and 
a gold  wristlet  watch  for  Mrs.  Miller. 

Mr.  Barnes  (Penge  branch)  also  eulogised  Mr.- 
Miller’s  goodwill  towards  bis  colleagues. 

Mr.  Miller,  who  was  accorded  musical  honours, 
said  he  owed  his  success  to  the  help  and  considera- 
tion ho  had  received  from  the  management  com- 
mittee and  from  his  colleagues.  Ho  wished  to 
express  his  gratitude  to  Mr.  Church,  with  whom 
lie  bad  worked  so  well  for  manjr  years. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Deller,  in  proposing  1 The  Society,” 
said  he  regarded  the  South  Suburban  Society  as 
one  of  the  most  progressive  societies  in  the  country. 
There  was  complete  concord  between  the  directors, 
managers,  and  staff. 

Mr.  Bailey, -in  reply,  praised  the  high  level  upon 
which  the  society  was  run,  specially  commending 
tho  work  of  Mr.  IT.  Marlow  (general* secretary)  and 
Mr.  Church  (general  manager). 

Mr.  E.  Clarke  (C.W.S.)  proposed  " Tho  Ladies,” 
to  which  Mrs.  Church  replied. 

Mr.  Church  proposed  “ The  Association,”  to 
which  Mi.  F.  Roberts  (vice-chairman)  responded. 
Mr.  H.  Marlow  humorously  toasted  “ The  Visitors,” 
to  which  Mr.  W.  J.  Francis  (C.W.S.)  made  an 
appropriate  acknowledgment.  Other  leasts 
followed,  interspersed  with  acceptable  contiibutious 
from  tho  Exquisites  Concert  Party. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

Chcsham  and  Wycombe. — -The  half-yearly 
meetings  were  held  in  Wycombe  ou  Janaurv  6th, 
and  Ohesham  on  January  13th;  the  president 
(Mr.  A.  E.  Howlett)  occupying  the  chair  at  both 
meetings.  The  report  for  tlie  twenty-five  weeks 
ended  November  21st  disclosed  sales  of  £61,526. 
From  the  surplus  the  following  allowances  were 
made: — Depreciation,  £1,088;  educational  com- 
mittee, £90;  the  Co-operative  Party,  £12;  £18 
was  allotted  to  the  goneral  insuranoe  fund,  and 
£250  in  reduction  of  the  loss  taken  over  from 
the  Wycombe  Society  twelve  months  ago,  After 
meeting  all  these  engagements,  there  remained 
a sum  which  enabled  the  committee  to  pay  the 
usual  dividend  of  Is.  in  the  pound  on  all  mem- 
bers’ purchases.  The  report  also  noted  the 
steady  progress  that  was  being  made,  particu- 
larly in  the  country  districts,  and  developments 
in  the  Holmer  Green,  Kingshill,  and  Prestwood 
areas  were  foreshadowed.  Tlie  new  tobacco, 
sweets*  and  confectionery  department,  opened 
at  Cliesham  on  December  9th,  was  doing  splen- 
didly. The  educational  committee’s  report  dis- 
closed rare  activity  on  the  propaganda  side  of 
i he  society’s  operations. 

Norwich. — A satisfactory  report  was  presented 
to  the  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held  in  the 
Assembly  Rcoiu,  Agricultural  Hall,  on  Monday. 
Air.  W.  R.  Greenfield  presided.  The  report 
stated  that  the  sales  for  the  half-year  amounted 
to  £268.672;  the  membership  stood  at  12,907 ; 
and  the  share  capital  totalled  £204,236.  The 
sui plus  • for  the  half-year,  after  paying  all  ex- 
penses, was  £14,610.  The  meeting  agreed  to  the 
committee’s  recommendation  to  pay  dividends  to 
members  at  lid.  in  the  pound  and  to  non-mem- 
bers at-  54d.,  jn  addition  to  bonus  on  wages  at 
lljd-  in  the  pound,  and  grants  to  the  educational 
committee  of  £182  12s.  6d.,  and  the  benevolent 
fund  of  £4  os.  Subscriptions  to  local  charities 
included  Norfolk  aud  Norwich  Hospital,  £52  10s. ; 
liowestoft  Convalescent  Home,  £5  -5s.  ; Yarmouth 
Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  £2  2s.:  Jenny 
Lind  Infirmary,  £10  10s.,  &c. 


“ Woman's  Outlook  ” now  ready  for  Feb- 
ruary. Price  lid. 


EFFICIENCY  IN  OFFICE 

WORK. 

ACCOUNTING  BY  ELECTRICITY. 

An  interesting  demonstration  of  the  Holerith 
sorting  and  tabulating  machines,  which  showed 
the  great  advance  made  by  electrical  engineering, 
and  its  application  to  the  needs  of  a busy  man’s 
office  of  to-day,  was  given  in  conjunction  with 
the  address  of  Mr.  Neville  (secretary  of  the  Wool- 
wich Society)  on  “Mechanical  .Aids  in  a Co- 
operative Society’s  Office,”  arranged  by  the  Co- 
operative Secretaries’  Association,  and  held  at 
Camperdown  House,  London,  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Neville,  at  the  commencement  of  his  ad- 
dress, touched  upon  the  various  mechanical  aids 
used  in  most  of  the  bigger  sooifeties’  offices — the 
Burroughs  adding  machine,*  cheque  protecta- 
graphs,  telephones,  typewriters,  diotaphones, 
— of  which  they  had  had  experience.  The 
bulk  of  the  address  .was  devoted  to  an  explana- 
tion of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  a suffi- 
ciently large  society  from  these  sorting  and 
tabulating  machines. 

The  R.A.C'.S.,  said  Mr.  Neville,  first  used 
them  in  April,  1919,  after  a thorough  investiga- 
tion of  their  merits.-  , TJtifi, fundamental  idea  of 
the  Holerith  machines  was 'Hie  recording  of  cer- 
tain selected  facts  by  punching  figures  on  cards, 
which  figures  represented  values,  quantities  and 
codes  for  stock,  districts,  salesmen,  workmen, 
customers,  departments,  &c.,  and  the  sorting  and 
tabulating  of  these  cards  by  electrical  machinery. 
A few  facts  were  given  relating  to  the  use  of 
these  machines  in  the  Woolwich  Society’s  offices. 
The  number  of  cards  used  each  half-year  was 
considerably  over  157,000.  For  the  operating  of 
the  machines  they  had  one  super viser  and  three 
juniors,  the  wage  bill  amounting  to  £7  15s.  6d. 
weekly.  The  cost  to  hire  the  machines  was  £228 
per1  year,  or  £19  per  month,  the  cards  cost  8s. 
per  thousand  for  buff  coloured,  andfSs.  6d.  for 
other  colours,  but  from  the  cost  of  these  cards 
one  must,  of  course  take  the  cost  of  the  printed 
books  they  displaced.  It  Was  certain  that  the 
work  now  being  done  by  these  machines  would 
require  from  nine  to  ten  clerks. 

A demonstration  was  then  given  on  the 
machines. 

Before  the  meeting  a.  representative  of  the 
N.U.C.O.  gave  a short  address  on  the  necessity 
of  secretaries  joining  their  trade  union,  and  lie 
cited  several  instances  where  the  union  had  been 
of  immense  benefit  to  its  members  in  arbitrating 
with  committees 

At  tits  conclusion  of  the  demonstration  file 
meetitig  resumed,  &nd  the  President  of  tlie  Co- 
operative Secretaries’  Association  spoke  for  a few 
minutes  on  the  ideal  side  of  the  question,  and  the 
necessity  of  forming  a branch  of  the  C.S.A.  in 
London,  It  was  agreed  that  such  a branch  should 
be  formed,  and  accordingly  a provisional  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  with  Mr.  Neville  as  chair- 
man, and  Mr.  Wilkinson  as  the  convener  of  the 
first  meeting. 

WOKING  WORTHIES. 

PRESENTATION  TO  MR.  AND  MRS. 
NEWBOLD. 

A happy  evening  was  spent  by  the  committe, 
and  staff  of  the-Woking  Society  at  the  fifteenth 
annual  supper,  which  was  held  in  Christ  Church 
Hall,  on  Wednesday  last  week.  Mr.  W.  Chewter 
(president)  was  supported  by  Mr.  W.  Hart,  J.P. 
(secretary),  Mr.  C.  W.  Newbold  (general  manager), 
Mrs.  Newbold,  and  the  following  members  of  the 
committee : — Mrs.  Chapman,  Miss  Elworthy  (Sur- 
biton), Messrs.  T.  Tyrrell.  A.  W.  Best,  J.  Weston, 
J.  Langtree,  S.  Morris,  and  C.  E.  Robson. 

The  Chairman,,  in  proposing  “The  Society,” 
said  the  progress  made  by  the  society  during  the 
year  was  only  an  earnest  of  other  progress  yet  to 
come,  and  they  were  glad  also  to'  know  that  in  tho 
development  which  had  been  made  they  had  been 
ablo  to  find,  from  among  their  staff,  employees 
capable  of  taking  over  and  helping  in  this  develop- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hart,  in  acknowledging  the  toast,  said  that 
during  the  past  twelve  months  the  society  had 
achieved  greater  things  than  it  had  ever  done  in 
its  existence.  Not  only  had  this  brought  full 
employment  to  those  Who  were  with  the  society 
last  year,  hut/, to  nearly  twenty  others  as  well. 

Mr.  H.  Hills,  ope  of  .the  oldest  employees,  on 
behalf  of  the  staff,  presented  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Newbold  a handsomely  fitted  dressing-case  and  a 
very  fine  silver  bowl.  He  mentioned  that  next 
month  Air.  Newbold  would  have  completed  twenty - 
one.  years’  service  with  the  society.  He  expressed 
the  appreciation  of  the  staff  of  tho  kindness  and 
consideration  which  Air.  Newbold  always  showed 
them. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Newbold,  who  were  very  cordially 
received,  replied  in  fitting  terms.  Other  toasts 
followed,  and  with  an  excellent  programme  there 
was  nothing  lacking  to  make  the  evening  a 
memorable  one. 


6/)nn9t  Read  This,  Instead  and 

<*UOTl  t KZJUKe  Then  Sec  For  Yourself. 


“ Often  have  we  drawn 


attention  to  the  merit*  of 
\SUI  Ul  U . 4;,  nttr4linc  (77*  Militate 

Monthly ).  The  contents  are  just- those, which  create  general 
interest,  and  can  be  read  by  that'po^fn  of  the  community  who 
w uh  to  know  what  is  occurring  in  the. world. 

— Strati  or  A-on- Aeon  Herald. 
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HOW  WE  BROKE  THE  BACK  OF 

THE  BOYCOTT. 


"COMPLETE  FAILURE"  OF  OPPONENTS'  ATTACKS. 


CO-OPERATION  GOES  FURTHER  AHEAD. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  JAMES  DEANS  (Continued). 


Mr.  James  Deans,  it i Hie  "Co-operative  S'ews  ” last  week,  entertained  readers 
with  an  interesting  story  concerning  the  traders'  boycott  in  Scotland  against  the 
co-operative  movement.  He  continues  the  same  theme  this  week,  and  describes  how 
the  attacks  of  the  traders  ended  in  " complete  failure,"  Mr.  Deans'  reminiscences 
will  be  pul  in  book  form  taler. 


\ 


Arriving  home  nt  Kilmarnock  Station  about 
midnight  on  one  occasion  in  1896,  I was  mot  by 
a large  deputation  of  employees  from  a linn 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce, ami  informed  that  a boycott  notice  had 
been  posted  In  their  workshops.  V meeting  of 
tlw  employees  had  been  held,  and  a deputation 
from  the  meeting  had  waited  upon  the  manager, 
protesting  agqinst  the  terms  of  the  notice,  point- 
ing out  that  no  such  conditions  were  included  in 
the  terms  of  their  employment,  ami  requesting 
an  explanation.  No  explanation,  however,  was 
fc rtheorrtmg,  and  a letter  was  at  once  sent  to  the 
managing  director,  explaining  what  had  .taken 
place  and  requesting  him  to  call  nt  tile  works  on 
the  following  day  to  meet  the  employees.  He 
attended  a meeting  at  the  dinner  hour,  and  stated 
that  the  notice  was  a breach  of  the  terms  of  em- 
ployment at  the  works,  that  ho  was  in  full 
agreement  with  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
workers,  and  that  the  manager  had  no  authority 
to  put  up  such  a notice,  which  would  sit  once  be 
removed.  The  manager,  feeling  keenly  the 
defeat,  gave  notice  of  dismissal  to  .‘.ho  employee 
who  had  taken  a leading  part  in  resisting,  his 
action.  The~SMplcyee  declihod  to  take  his  week’s 
notice  and  left  his  Work  at  once,  followed  by  all 
the  other  workers  as  a protest  against  the 
manager's  action.  Hence  the  deputation  wait- 
ing upon  mo  at  the  station.  The  strike  continued 
for  some  time,  but  the  employee  who  had  beofi  so 
summarily  dismissed,  along  with  s everal  ethers 
who  had  taken  a mpre  or  less  active  part  in  the 
matter,  having  found  employment  in^ie  co-opera- 
tive movement,  it  came  to  an  end  and  no  fill  tiler 
action  was  taken. 

Mayboie  Controversy. 

Arising  out  of  the  action  of  a cumpany  of  boot 
and  shoo  manufacturers  in  May  hole  putting  up 
in  the  factory  the  usual  boycott  notice  and  dis- 
missing employees  because  they  refu  nd  to  with- 
draw •from  membership  of  May  bole  Society,  a 
public  meeting  called  by  the  traders  was  held 
in  the  Town  Hall.  The  proceedings  proved  of  a 
very  lively  description,  and  extremely  strong 
statements  were  hi  ado  by  the  speakers  against 
co-operation  and  co-operators.  Tile  Co-operative 
Vigilance  Committee  at  once  called  a public  meet- 
ing in  the  ioivii  Hall  with  the  object  of  replying 
to  the  charges  made  against  co-operation  by  tbo 
speakers  at  the  traders’  meeting.  On  leaving 
Glasgow  by  train  ou  the  afternoon  of  the  meet- 
ing for  May  bole,  a considerable  number  of  the 
more  active  opponents  of  co-oporarion  were 
observed  to  enter  tbo  train,  presumably  also 
bound  for  tbo  Muybole  meeting.  On  arrival  at 
May  bole  at  least  an  hour  before  the  meeting  wo 
were  met  by  the  secretary  of  the  society,  whom 
we  requested  to  take  us  by  the  shortest  passible 
route  to  tbo  King’s  Anns  Hotel,  as  wo  wished 
to  have  tea  before  the  meeting.  He  very  effec- 
tively accomplished  our  purpose,  taking  us,  how- 
ever. by  a.  road  where  wc  were  open  to  prosecution 
for  trespassing.  We  immediately  concluded  a 


By 

Appointment 


To 

j II, M.  the  King , 


Why  bother  with  imitations — 
which  always  benefit  the  seller 
and  never  you — when  you  can 
get  the  original  and  best 

Nestle’s  Milk 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

English  or  Swiss 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

which  is  MILK  : Whole  milk 
and  nothing  but  milk,  three 
tiiiies  as  rich  in  cream  as  ordi- 
nary milk,  and  much  richer  than 
any  “ Evaporated  Milk.” 

Resolutely  refuse  just-as-goods— 
ifjere  are  none,  wdatever  tdeir  priee. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.  3. 


bargain  with  the  hotel  proprietor  to  be  supplied 
with  tea  and  to  have  entire  possession  i*  the 
commercial  room  until  Lhcf  hour  of  the  indexing. 
Shortly  afterwards  n gocdly  company  of  the 
Glasgow  traders  entered,' and  on  being  informed 
that  they  could  not  remain  as  we  had  engaged 
the  room  for  ourself  os,  absolutely  refused  to  go. 
contending  that  it  was  a public  room  and  that 
thgy  had  as  much  right  to  it  as  we  bad.  The 
landlord  was  called;  lie  apologised  for  admitting 
them  as  he  had  been  under  the  impression  that 
they  belonged  to  our  party,  and  quietly  but  firmly 
told  them  to  go.  By  this  time  large  crowds  of 
people  thronged  the  main  street,  and  much 
excitement  prevailed.  Our  friends,  the  traders, 
were  recognised  on  leaving  the  hotel,  and  had  a 
rather  unpleasant  reception. 

The  halt  was  packed  to  its  utmost*  by  an  excited 
and  enthusiastic  ftiidieno?.  and  the  speakers,  who 
included  Messrs.  Maxwell,  Glnsse,  Gerrard,  a 
trade  union  official,  and  the  writer,  had  a splen- 
did reception.  The  moating  practically  ended 
the  acute  form  of  boycott  which  had  been  prac- 
tised in  Maybole. 

Important  Developments. 

The  closing  days  of  June  witnessed  a new  and 
very  important  development.  On  the  25th  of 
that  month  n nrnSs  meeting  of  t-Ivfe  master  Ileshers 
of  Glasgow  was  held  in  the  Trades  Hall,  and  was 
addressed  by  a number  of  the  leading  officials  of 
the  Traders’  Defence  Association.  A resolution 
was  adopted,  pledging  those  present  to  refuse  to 
supply  oo-operative  societies,  either  wholesale  or 
retail,  with  flesh  meat,  or  to  have  any  commer- 
cial transactions  with  them.  Within  a few  days 
notices  were  posted  .outside  the  stances  of  the 
Dead  Meat  Market  in  Glasgow,  intimating  that 
co-operators  would  not  bo  supplied  at.  that  estab- 
lishment. With  one  .exception,  all -the  salesmen 
refused  to  deal  with  co-operative  societies.  After 
the  notices  had  been,  up  for  two  weeks,  they  were 
removed  by  order  of  the  Markets  Committee,  but 
the  boycott  continued,  and  tbo  market  was  fre- 
quently the  scene  of  much  excitement  and 
bitterness  of  feeling  between  salesmen  and 
buyers.  Among  the  salesmen  themselves  there 
existed  much  jealousy  and  suspicion  as  to 
•whether  the  boycott  pledge  was  being  faithfully 
adhered  to,  and  the  truth  of  the  matter  is  that 
the&e  suspicions  were  not  without  good 
foundation. 

Notwithstanding  the  measures  taken  hv  the 
dealers,  the  stores  were  able  through  various 
channels  to  rereive  supplies  of  dead  meat  with 
comparatively  little  inconvenience.  This  greatly 
puzzled  and  annoyed  the  cattle  salesmen.  Dur- 
ing these  proceedings  the  Co-operativo  Vigilance 
Committee  was  kept  bufcy  watching  proceedings, 
consulting  legal  and  other1  authorities?,  finding 
woik  for  the  Doycott  victims,  meeting  represen- 
tatives from  (societies  affected,  and  having  the 
matter  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons.  ’ The 
traders’  agitation  culminated  in  a.  great  meeting 
which  they  held  in  the  City  Hall,  Glasgow,  on 
the  evening  of  October  7th,  1896.  This  was  pre- 
ceded b.v  a conference  in  the  afternoon,  and 
everything  possible  was  done  to  make  sure  that 
the  evening  meeting  would  be  a suoeess.  The 
hopes  of  its  promoters  went  so  high  as  to  believe 
that  it  w.ts  the  eventful  day  which  was  irre- 
vocably to  fix  the  doom  of  co-operation,  in  Scot- 
land. The  meeting  was  undoubtedly  a.  big  suc- 
cess from  the  traders’  point  of  view,  alike  in  the 
matter  of  speaking,  attendance,  and  enthusiasm. 
Strangely  enough,  however,  instead  of  adding  to 
the  Traders’  Defence  Associations’  energy,  the 
effort  seems  to  have  exhausted  them,  and  the 
wonderful  meeting,  from  which  so  much  was 
hoped,  was  followed  by  a lull  in  the  anti-co-opera- 
tive agitation. 

Would-Be  Destroyers. 

The  lull  on  the  surface  of  the  agitation  did  not 
moan,  however,  that  the  efforts  of  the  traders  had 
come  to  an  end.  Indeed,  during  the 'winter 
months,  it  appeared  that  the  master  Heshers  had 
been  hatching  schemes  with  a view  to  destroying 
the  butchery  departments  of  the  co-operative 
societies.  They  held  a meeting  in  the  Trades 
Hall  on  March  23rd,  and  on  the  20th  there  ap- 
peared an  advertisement  in  the  “Glasgow 
Herald  ” over  the  name  of  Roderick  Scott, 
auctioneer,  intimating  (that  150  head  of  rattle 
would  be  exposed  for  sale  at  York  lull  Wharf,  that 
ll  no  co-operative  societies,  or  persons  selling  to. 
or  dealing  with  co-operative  societies,  directly  or 
indirectly,  will  be  allowed  t<f  bid." 

Oh  the  day  of  the  sfile  Mr.  Scott  repeated  this 
before  beginning  business,  and  intimat’d  that,  if 
an  animal  was  knocked  down  to  a person  who 

Iiroved  to  bo  a oo-ope rotor,  delivery  would  not 
>e  made.  Mr.  Duncan,  buyer  for  the  Wholesale, 
was  present,  and  bid  £520  for  one  of  the  beasts,  a 
sunt  which  lie  considered  its  full  value.  Ho  was 
asked  if  he  represented  the  Wholesale  Society, 
and  replying  that  lve  did,  bis  bid  was  refused, 
and  the  animal  went  to  another  offerer  at  £18 
15s.  For  several  days  the  auction  wharf  and  its 
vicinity  was  a scene  of  great  excitement.  The 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 
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With  the  willing  assistance  of  the  General  Council  of  the 
Trades  Union  Congress  and  the  Executive  of  the  Labour  Party 
the  Daily  Herald,  the  only  Labour  Daily  in  the  Kingdom,  is 
enabled  to  reduce  its  price  to  one  penny  on  and  from  Monday 
next,  January  23. 

Those  special  features  that  made  two  hundred  thousand  people 
buy  the  Daily  Herald  for  twopence  are  being  retained  for  the 
half  million  who  will  buy  it  for  a penny. 

All  the  news  of  the  world  plus  all  the  news  and  views  of  the 
Labour  and  Trade  Union  Movement.  Exclusive  and  authorita- 
tive sporting  news.  Able  reviews  alike  of  Plays  and  the  Pictures, 
and  of  Books.  A practical  Home  page,  and  a bright  corner  for 


thc*kids. 


NOW! 


Order  your  copy  from  your  newsagent  to-day.  See  that  it  is  de- 
livered regularly  and,  in  case  of  difficulty,  write  to  the  Publisher, 
2 Gough  Square,  E.G4,  who  will  put  it  right  for  you. 
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butchers  sought  to  intimidate  all  the  salesmen 
tu  adopt  the  same  attitude  as  Mr.  Scott,  bur  a 
number  of  the  .salesmen  resented  tins  and* con- 
tinued to  accept  co-operative  bids.  By  the  end 
of  a week,  however,  all  had  capitulated,  and  co- 
operative buyers  were  completely  excluded  from 
the  auction  mart,  an<l  the  butchers,  much  elated 
at  their  success,  made  a similar  attack  on  all  the 
auction  marts  in  Scotland,  with  the  result  that 
in  a short  time  the  majority  of  them  were  closed 
to  co-opera tors. 

The  rapidity  and  extent  of  the  closing  ol  the 
sources  of  supply  caused  great  difficulty  to  many 
societies,  but  most  of  them  wens  able  to  fall  hac  k 
on  farmers  lor  a supply  of  home-fed  heel.  High 
prices  were  charged,  and  profits  Were  reduced, 
but  in  spite  of  t his  mo,t  societies  carried  on 
-successfully.  The  Butchers-  Association  name  a 
strong  attack  on  the  farmers,  hut  the  latter  stuck 
to  their  guns,  ami  their  invincible  attitude  was 
the  rock  on  which  to  n large  extent  the  butchers' 
boycott  broke  to  pieces.  Salesmen  here  and 
there  breaking  away  from  the  ranks  of  the 
bovcotters.  the  last  of  the  difficulties  disappeared, 
and  by  the  end  of  August,  1897.  abundant  r- ap- 
plies were  available  for  the  societies. 

Helped  instead  of  Injured. 

The  efforts  of  the  Butchers'  Association  and  of 
the  Private  Traders’  Association  continued 
spastncdicallv  for  some  time,  but  gradually  it  was 
borne  in  upon  the  promoters  ol  the  agitation 
that  it  had  proved  a complete  failure,  and  had 
only  ended  in  helping  co-opera tion  where  it  was 
intended  to  injure  it. 


ILLNESS  OF  MRS.  CHRISTIE. 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Christie,  one  of 
of 


the  national 

organisers  of  the  Co-operative  Party,  is  laid 
aside  by  illness,  and  it  is  not  expected  that  she 
will  be  able  to  return  to  the  field  of  her  activities 
this  month.  Her  host  of  friends  in  the  move- 
ment will  unite  in  wishing  her  a prompt  and 
permanent  restoration  to  health  in  < rder  t hat,  the 
may  continue  her  v.?h’?blfi  ergaui-ing  work. 


WORST  YEAR  WITHIN 

MEMORY. 

HOW  OLDHAM  EQUITABLE  SOCIETY 
FACED  ITS  DIFFICULTIES. 

Mr.  H.  W.  HoylaXD  (chairman)  told  the  members 
of  the  Oldham  Equitable  Society,  at  their  annual 
gathering  on  Saturday,  that  the  past  year  wan  tlm 
worst  within  the  memory  of  any  person  present 
in  regard  to  unemployment  and  the  difficulty  of 
making  ends  meet.  The  war  was,  to  a large  extent , 
responsible  for  their  position.  During  tho  war 
there  was  plenty  of  employment,  although  they 
regretted  it  was  mainly  for  destructive  purposes. 
They  were  then  told  that  in  the  years  of  peace  there 
would  be  plenty  of  work  for  all  in  the  task  of  re- 
construction. Someone  had  said  any  fool  could 
destrov,  but  it  took  a wise  man  to  build  up  a fabric. 
What  they  wanted  at  the  present  time  waa  wisdom. 

The  Chairman  went  on  to  say  that  the  reduction 
in  the  society’s  receipts  during  the  oast  yea*  was 
flue  to  the  diminished  earnings  of  their  members. 
The  average  purchase  per  member  was  £40  a vear. 
and  they  ail  knew  that  nowadays  12s.  a week  did 
not  keep  uny  co-operator’s  homo  going.  Thus  the 
receipts  had  done  down,  but  the  expenses  did  not 
decrease  proportionately,  and,  consequently,  it 
had  been  difficult  to  pay  the  usual  dividend.  The 
foresight  of  people  connected  with  the  society, 
in  building  up  a reserve  fund  had  enabled  tho 
committee' to  carry  on  during  tho  trade  slump. 
When  competitors’  prices  went  no  the  society 
kept,  their  prices  low.  It.  on  the  other  hand,  they 
had  jumped  the  prices  up  then  they  could  have 
mad.*  a far  greater  profit  than  they  did.  Ilm 
members,  howevei,  were  the  gainem  by  the  policy 
pursued  which  had  a tendency  to  steady  price*. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  (Mr.  Joseph  Taylor) 
for  the  year  showed  the  sales  were  £656,141,  being 
£131,875  less  than  in  the  previous  year— a decrease 
of  17  per  cent.  The  average  purchase  per  member 
for  the  vear  had  decreased  by  £9  17s.  lOd. : and 
the  surplus,  with  £20,128  from  the  reserve  fund.  ' 
had  enabled  the  society  to  pay  2s.  dividend  every 
quarter,  and  to  put  £1,052  to  educational  purposes, 
and  £239  to  charitable  objects. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  “ Women’s  Pages,"  “ Co-operative  News"  Office, 
Long  Mill  gate,  Manchester. 


NATIONAL  ECONOMY. 

CO-OPERATIVE  WOMEN  AND 

THE  COMING  ELECTION.  1 

Everyone  waits  with  bated  breath  for  the 
announcement  of  the  publication  of  the 
Geddes’  report  on  " Economy.” 

Now,  economy  is  a word  which  is  detest- 
able to  thinking  working  women,  to  whom  it 
is  preached  by  those  who  are  better  <»ff.  In 
practice,  it  means  that  privation  and  suffer- 
ing are  inflicted  on  those  with  small  wages 
and  limited  means — those  least  able  to  bear 
it.  And  judging  by  the  inspired  rumours 
which  have  appeared  already  in  the  press. 
National  Economy  is  also  to  permit  vast 
extravagance  on  the  one  hand  and  enjoin 
miserable  parsimony  on  the  other. 

Most  people  know  that  since  the  wild 
expenditure  of  the  war  period  and  the  ruin  of 
trade  which  followed  on  the  putting  into 
operation  of  the  clauses  of  the  Treaty  of  Ver- 
sailles, our  national  resources  have  become 
smaller  and  smaller.  Taxes  are  high,  trade 
is  greatly  depressed,  unemployment  is  wide- 
spread, and  reduced  national  expeiiditure 
necessary. 

But  few  women  .can  approve  economy 
which  means  the  holding  up  of  the  building 
of  new  houses,  the  cutting  down  of  infant 
welfare  work,  and  the  crippling/of  education. 
We  know  that  in  March  the  national  grant 
for  assisted  milk  is  to  be  cut  down,  as  was 
threatened  in  October,  and  confidently  the 
prophets  tell  us  there  is  no  money  for  housing 
and  education.  The  new  houses  are  further 
away  than  ever,  and  overcrowding  and  ill- 
health  arising  from  the  want  of  them  presses 
more  and  more  on  the  people. 

Economy  of  this  kind  is  having  a very- 
serious  influence  upon  the  health  and 
physical  development  of  the  children  who 
are  growing  up  in  these  conditions,  and  upon 
their  parents  also.  The  mother  of  a family 
does  not  know  which  way  to  turn  with  un- 
employment, reduced  wages,  and  sickness 
knocking  at  her  door,  and  mostycertainly 
this  cry  of  "economise”  on  housing,  edu- 
cation, and  child  welfare  does  not  come 
from  her  or  her  class,  but  from  those 
whose  homes  and  whose  children  are 
safely  raised  above  hunger  and  want. 

The,  signs  of  the  times  point  to  a General 
Election,  and  although  in  every  constituency 
there  may  dot  be  a candidate  standing  for 
the  ideals  of  our  co-operative  women,  it  is 
the  plain  duty  of  each  to  prepare  her  mind 
for  the  coming  contest  and  where  possible 
to  " vote  co-operative.” 


MOTHERS  AND  THE 

EDUCATION  ACT. 

This  week  we  publish  short  interviews 
with  representative  working  women  indicat- 
ing their  indignation  at  the  proposed  “ cuts  ” 
in  education.  As  we  have  already  pointed 
out,  the  saving  is  to  be  effected  by  reducing 
teachers’  salaries,  keeping  the  children  under 
five  out  of  the  schools,  cutting  down  con- 
tinuation schools,  evening  schools,  and  still 
further  curtailing  the  already  far  too  few 
opportunities  for  secondary  education.  This, 
at  any  rate,  is  what  rumour  is  busy  with,  and 
it  behoves  us,  one  and  all,  to  be  up  and  doing 
with  our  protests. 

That  the  children^ under  five  should  be 
kept  out  of  the  schools  does  not  appeat  to 
many  as  a hardship.  The  home  is  the  place 
for  them,  say  some  people.  But,  alas,  how 
often  is  the  alternative  to  the  home  not  the 
school,  but  the  street.  Then  let  us  remember 
that  the  mothers  of  children  under  five  may 
not  be  able  to  make  an  effective  protest. 
These  are  often  mothers  who  have  to  go  out 
to  work,  and  the  fact  that  so  many  have  to 
be  refused  because  of  lack  of  accommodation 
proves  how  much  the  mothers  appreciate 
being  able  to  send  their  children  to  a place 
where  they  know'  their  children  will  be  safe, 
happily  and  healthily  amused,  and  under 
careful  supervision. 


THE  RUSSIANS  HELP 

EACH  OTHER. 

feeling  of  the  peasants 
in  order  to  stir  up 
strife  and  incite  them 
against  the  Soviet 
power. 

But  this  has  non- 
ichanged,  and  m any 
factories  and  w o r k- 
shops  in  the  towns  have 
started  to  manufacture 
goods  for  the  needs  of 
the  village  population. 
This  the  peasants  appre- 
ciate, and  are  begin- 
ning to  recognise  once 
more  their  economic  de- 
pendence upon  t h e 
towns.  Thus  has  dis- 
appeared the  chief  tool 
in  the  hands  of  the 
counter  - revolutionaries. 

Another  result  of  the 
co  - operative  exchange 
of  goods  is  the  influence 
on  pritee.  Before  the 
n e w economic  policy 
began  to  operate,  any, 
exchange  of  goods  be- 
tween the  towns  and 
the  villages  was  carried 
on  by  middlemen,  small 
traders,  “ baggers,” 
&e.,  the  result  of  which 
was  to  -drive  up  prices 
enormously.  To  - day, 
co-operative  trafle  acts 
as  a decisive  check  on 
high  prices.  Another 

Tli*;  above  cartoons  n>-c  reproduced  from  a special  supple-  fact  for  which  credit 

nieiii  of  the-  Moscow  " Prnvcla,"  issued  on  behalf  of  Russian  must  he  given  to  C0- 

I inline,  funds.  They  represent  the  efforts  being  made  by  il  rp.-jva| 

, ..  the  Russians  lo  help  their  suffering  brethren  in  the  Volga  operation  IS  ttk.  revi  ai 

as  parasitical  growths  provinces,  (l)  To  help  our  poor  brothers,  we  will  divide  in  many  villages  ot  local 

— Ci-’  - lL-:  i — i : - _ OHr  pav  iu  Hind;  (2)  We  will  share  our  wages— though  we  crafts  and  the  re-crea- 

are  not  rich:  (3)  We  will  help  them  by  working  overtime;  tion  of  the  ag£!Cllltural 

<!>  P!  "Skills  on  Saturday.  wo  con  mcrease  the ;n(justries.  -flier,  repre- 

sentatives  of  Centro- 
soyus  are  collecting  raw 
materials,  while  another 

, an  „Uoo,„,  ..  , — r Commerce  Exchanges', 

counter-revolutionaries,  who  played  upon  this  1 about  which  we  must  tell  our  readers  next  week. 


isrrfli/.f. 

The  woman  president  of 
the  Executive  of  the  Com- 
mune of  Petohetof,  in  the 
province  of  Tver,  giving  n 
hand  to  get  in  ltfst  year’s 
harvest. 


Six  months  ago  the 
independence  o f e o- 
operation  was  re-estab-> 
lished  in  Russia,  and  a • 
new  edonoyijc  policy  was 
inaugurated  — a policy 
which  has  greatly  stimu- 
lated the  exchange  of 
godds  through  co-opera- 
channels,  and  created  a 
real  economic  bond  be- 
tween the  towns  and 
villages.  > 

.During  the  civil  war 
resources  were  mobilised 
to  supply  army  needs , 
with  the  result  that 
the  towns  were  not  in 
a position  to  supply  tlio 
needs  of  the  villages, 
and  the  peasants  began 
to  look  upon  the  towns 


grafted  on  their  bodies 
and  mainly  responsible 
for  the  economic  dis- 
organisation— an  anta- 
gonism taken  advantage 
of  by  speculators. 


(5)  W 


Saturday]  wo  can  increaso  the  fund; 
must  help  the  starving  in  their  unhappy  lot — not 
. ..vg,  ••  We  have  given  you  something;  now  you  can 
hut  by  helping  and  working  for  them  every  day. 


have  you  got  your  vote? 

The  list  of  voters  for  Parliamentary  and  muni- 
cipal elections  was  published  on  January  17th, 
and  may  be  consulted  at  town  halls,  public 
libraries  post  offices,  <fcc\  Make  sure  you  are 
oh  the  list.  If  not,  put  in  a claim  before 
February  10th. 


? SHOULD  LABOUR  AND 

' CO-OPERATION 

; JOIN  FORCES  ? 

® / 

ARE  THEIR  AIMS  IDENTICAL? 


Df.au  Madam, — In  the  article,  “ Be  Prepared,” 
in  last  week’s  “ Woman’s  Pages.”  two  state- 
ments are  made  which  I should  like  to  criticise. 
The  statement  s are  : — 

(1)  “ It  is  strangely  true,  but  the  more  pro- 
gressive parties  are  the  ones  who  pay  least  atten- 
tion to  organisation  with  regularity.” 

(2)  “ The  ultimate  aim  of  the  Labour  party  is 
certainly  not  the  founding  of  a Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth.” 

I am  quite  with  you  in  respect  to  the  first 
-Statement.  Organisation  does  not  go  on  with 
regularity.  Why?  Is  it  not  a fact  that  the 
progressive  forces  (which  I infer  are  the  co- 
operative and  labour  forces),  given  the  funds 
needed,  arc  quite  capable  of  organisation  on 
intensive  lines? 

Then,  it  is  not  always  the  progressive  forces 
that  are  split  in  two  by  internal  dissen- 
sions fostered  by  external  means?  I am  old 
enough  to  remember  two  such  splits  in  the 
Liberal  Party,  which  used  to  he  called  the  pro- 
gressive party.  But  I cannot  remember  whep 
the  forces  of  reaction  ever  split. 

Now,  the  Labour  Party  forces,  most  of  whose 
members  are  co-operators,  are  threatened  from 
within  by  another  organisation  coming  into  com- 
petition for  the  votes  of  the  people  who  are  co- 
operators.  Instead  of  running  side  by  side, 
helping  each  other  by  (organising  on  a definite 
plan,  co-operatively,  both  parties  are  trying  for 
the  same  goal  on  parallel  lines. 

In  places  where  the  Labour  Party  is  estab- 
lished, it  should  be  helped  by  the  Co-operative 
Party;  and  in  places  where  there  is  no  organisa- 
tion.- then  the  Co-operative  Party  should  lie 
helped  by  the  Labour  Party.  Thus  would 
organisation  be  co-ordinated  instead  of 
sectionalised. 

The  second  statement  is  somewhat  misleading, 
for  whichever  term  is  used,  “ Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth.” or  the  Labour  Party’s  ” Inter- 
naticnalisation  ” and  “Nationalisation,”  the 
same  .esult  will  be  arrived  at,  and  accomplish 
wliiit  we  mean  by  a Co-operative  Commonwealth. 
In  other  words,  the  community  will  own  and 
control  the  national  resources,  and  use  them  for 
the  people,  and  the  “Co-operative  Common- 
wealth ” will  have  arrived. 

“ Nuttnll  ” gives  co-operation  try  mean 
“ Working  and  acting  jointly  for  the  same  end.” 
Therefore,  it  is  up  to  all.  co-operators  or-Labour' 
Partyites,  to  work  together  with  might  and  main 
for  the  end  we  all  have  in  \*iew,  “ Each  for  All, 
and  All  for  Each.” 

According  to  the  pamphlet  reprinted  on  the 
same  page,  the  Co-onerative  Party’s  platform  is 
a replica  of  the  Labour  Party's  platform;  so 
there  should  be  no  need  for  any  lyckering,  but 
ail  can  get  busy  and  try  at  the  next  election  to 
have  their  forces  so  judiciously  placed  that  we 
shall  win  by  the  efforts  of  the  joint  force®. — 
1 Yours.  &c.t  M. 


I A POLITICIANS’ 

WORLD. 

* ? 

j FOOD  DESTROYED  WHILE  THE  | 
PEOPLE  STARVE. 

Dear  Madam, — We  who  pride  ourselves  ou  the 
perfection  of  our  methods  of  transport,  and 
boast  that  steamers  can  cross  the  Atlantic  in 
five  days,  that  railways  cover  the  earth  like  net- 
work, that  motors  run  in  every  land,  are  laced 
to-day  with  the  fact  that  where  the  need  is 
greatest  our  wonderful  system  of  transport  fails. 
Why?  Because  of  the  stupidity  and  greed  and 
blundering  of  men. 

Here  are  some  striking  illustrations.  In 
Russia,  ten  million  people  are  dying  of  starva- 
tion.. and  twenty  million  more  are  in  danger  of 
perishing  for  want  of  food.  Contrast  this  with 
the  fact  that  at  the  other  side  of  the  world 
in  the  Western  States  of  America  millions  of 
bushels  of  maize  are  being  burnt  as  fuel  because 
it  i^  cheaper  than  coal ! 

Again,  in  many  European  countries  factories 
have  closed  because  they  cannot  get  coal  to  keep 
their  machinery  going.  Strange,  but  true,  is  it 
that  thousands  of  tons  of  coal  are  brought  up 
from  the  depths  of  the  earth  only  to  lie  idle 
round  the  pit  mouths  in  England  waiting  to  be 
sold  and  shipped. 

Ships  are  idle  by  the  hundreds,  sailors  by  the 
thousands,  yet  Governments  seek  no  way  of 
adjusting  matters. 

On  the  quayside  at  Bordeaux,  in  France, 
£30,000  worth  of  Canary  Island  bananas  lie  rot- 
ting because  the  merchant  to  whom  they  are 
consigned  dec-liiie-s  to  pay  a duty  of  32s.  a cwt. 
imposed  on  them  owing  to  a rupture  of  the 
Fra n co-Spanish  commercial  relations.  'This  is  a 
squabble  between  two  nations,  with  a lesser 
squabble  between  two  trade  interests,  and  so 
thousands  of  pounds’  worth  of  food  are  allowed 
to  decay  while  people  and  children  are  dying  for 
this  very  food.  Is  this  the  world  politicians 
make  for  us?  Does  not  all  go  to  prove  the  lack 
of  co-operative  principles  in  the  interests  of  poor 
humanity. — Y’ours,  Ac.,  M.  Pegg. 

Erdington,  Birmingham. 


The  West  Bromwich  Women’s  Guild  had  Mr. 

Dennis  Cole  as  a speaker  on  Tuesday,  last  week. 
Spanking  on  “Women  in  Politics,”  he  said  that 
the  powers  that  be  hnd,  in  times  past,  persuaded 
tiie  working  men  that  they  would  be  best  served 
hv  'lim  ing  political  power  in  the  bauds  of  their 
"Opponent s.  As  the  lueu  were  learning  wisdom, 
they  had  given  the  women  the  yote.  Now  t^ie 
women  would  he  told  they  were  not  fit  to  con- 
trol. He  suggested  that  politics  were  really 
household  affairs  on  a large  scale.  The  local 
and  national  housekeepers  at  present,  if  they 
wanted  anything,  simply  presented  the  bill  to 
the  nation.  When  the  powers  that  be  could 
display  the  skill  that  every  working  woman  had 
to  do  in  the  home,  then  they  could  claim  equality. 
Until  they  could,  any  ordinary  guild  member 
would  represent  the  workers  mure  fitly. 


FOR  A WORLD  LANGUAGE. 

WOMEN’S  PLEA  FOR 
ESPERANTO. 


Dear  Madam, — I was  pleased  to  see  in  “ Our 
Women's  Pages  ” of  December  31st  a letter 
appealing  to  the  Women’s  Guild  to  become 
pioneers  of  the  universal  language,  Esperanto.- 
This  appeal  will  not  be  made  in  vain,  for  already 
the  Guild,  through  its  Congress,  has  pledged  its 
support,  and  as  one  who  had  the  privilege  of 
attending  the  Congress  and  women's  meetings 
at  Basle  I can  say  that  English  women  are  keen 
on  the  spread  of  Esperanto.  They  fully  realise 
what  a formidable  barrier  language  is,  and  how 
easily  it  could  be  broken  down  by  the  use  of  a 
common  language.  If  .we  wish  to  make  a 
success  of  international  co-operation  then  we 
must  have  a common  language  for  Congress 
meetings  and  trade.  Not  everyone  has  the  time 
to  learn  all  the  languages  that  were  even  spoken 
at  the  Basle  Congress.  How  much  easier  would 
international  trading  become  through  the 
medium  of  a neutral  -language,  which  can  be 
learned  with  ease.  I am  sorry  the  Co-opemtive 
Union  has  not  thought  fit  to  take  this  subject 
up.  Englishmen  are  slow  to  take  up  new  ideas, 
or  they  wouli  ifollow  more  quickly  the  lead 
given  by  their  continental  brothers.  Baxry 
(South  Wales)  is  a centre  of  activity.  For  the 
past  few  years  Esperanto  has  been  taught  to 
certain  classes  in  the  elementary  schools,  and 
there  is  a night  class  for  adults.  Both  adult 
and  junior  classes  owe  their  great  success  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  teachers,  who  are  both 
co-operators. 

Now  the  education  committee  of  the 
local  society  is  taking  the  subject  up,  and  a 
lecture  on  “Esperanto”  has  been  arranged  for 
January  20th,  to  be  delivered  by  Mr.  M.  Digbv- 
Smith,  from  which  we  hope  to  start  a class  for 
co-operators.  T am  quite  sure  the  Women’s 
Guild  will  fie  well  “represented,”  for  in  every- 
thing that  will, help  towards  universal  brother- 
hood the  women  will  not  be  found  wanting.— 
Yours  faithfully, 

(Mrs.)  Rosa  Young 

(a  student  in  Esperanto). 


Dear  Madam,— I heartily  endorse  what  Mr. 
Elliott  says  with  rega.rd  to  the  -world  language 
Esperanto  in  your  issue  of  January  7th.  Co- 
operative Guildswomen  seem  to  have  a more 
intellectual  grasp  than  the  men  of  the  influemo 
which  n world  language  would  have  on  world  w- 
operaticn,  and  certainly  a wdrld  whose  inhabi- 
tants were  enable  -of  free  intercourse  would  be 
a very  unhealthy  place  -for  war-mongers. 

I would  suggest  that  our  Women’s  Inter- 
national Committee  advise  the  Guilds  in  all 
countries  to  take  up  Esperanto,  in  order  that 
there  may  be  a world  correspondence  between  the 
women.  What  new  life  and  interest  it  would 
put  into  them  to  know  they  were  getting  first- 
hand news  from  co-operative  women  jn  other- 
corners  of  the  earth.  The  advantage  to  co-opera- 
tion by  means  of  this  propaganda  instrument  of 
PropngancLilo,  Esperanto  would  be  incalculable. 
Yours,  &c.,  < C.  Hall. 

Hythe,  January  9th. 


THE  CAV.S.  MEETING. 

By  A WOMAN  DELEGATE. 

It  is  seldom  a C.W.S.  quarterly  meeting  takes 
place  without  the  chairman  having  to  refer  to 
the  departure  of  some  stalwart  in  the  movement, 
and  Saturday  last  was  no  exception  Mr.  George 
Thorpe  spoke  feelingly  upon  the  death  ot  Mr. 
Mooi  house  (C.W.S.  director),  and  paid  special 
tribute  to  the  memory  oi  the  late  Mr.  W . M. 
Bam  ford,  editor  of  the  “Co-operative  News 
\ftcr  a very  fitting  reference,  to  the  policy  of  the 
“News”  during  the  late  editor’s  reign,  Mr. 
Thorpe  passed  oh  to  the  Cannes  conference,  ex- 
pressing the  hope  ” that  the  result  ot  this 
gathering  will  he  a blessing  to  humanity. 

Then  Mr.  Thorpe,  told  the  delegates  that  no 
proper  idea  of  the  decrease  in  trade  could  lie 
gauged  without  seeing  the  actual  figures  as  given 
by  the  London  Clearing  House  True,  trade 
had  been  so  bad,  resulting  in  nearly  all  our  own 
co-operative  factories  working  short  time,  yet 
the  chairman  of  our  C.W.S.  was  hopeful  ot  a 
brighter  outlook'  in  the  near  future.  And  hero 
he  pleaded  very  earnestly  tor  loyalty  in  order 
Lo  keep  the  factories  going  full  time.  Loyalty 
How  ironical  it  seems  that  wo  have  to  be  pleaded 
with  to  be  loyal  to  ourselves' 

The  two  outstanding  discussions  at  the  general 
meeting  centred  round g*ne  special  committee  o 
inquiry  and  a reduction  in  the  salaries  of  the 
directors.  Some  of  the  women  delegates  thought 
it  a pitv  that  the  committee  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate into  the  recent  heavy  losses  at  the  C.W.S. 
should  Ik  allowed  to  fall  through.  True,  they 
said  the  movement  is  huilt  upon  conhdonce  and 
mutual  trust;  yet  confidence  and  trust  can  never 
be  undermined  by  critical  investigation  into  our 
own  affairs;  rather  should  it  bo  helpful  all  round. 


A "Woman's  Outlook”  Cake. — At  a recent 
social  of  the  Bury  St.  Edmunds  Guild,  over  £- 
4s.  was  sent  to  the  secretary  of  the  Guild  Con- 
valescent Fund.  A feature  of  the  evening  v“1<? 
the  sale  of  a “ Woman's  Outlook”  cake,  mane 
by  a guildswoman  froin  a recipe  in  the  “ W li- 
man's Outlook,”  and  was  much  appreciated. 
Another  interesting  feature  was  when  Mrs. 
Hamer  (late  secretary)  was  presented  with  » 
week-end  case  by  the  members  as  a small  token 
of  their  appreciation  of  her  services  during  th« 
first  difficult  year  of  the  existence  of  the  branch, 

fri_  Kv  Afrc.  Roiyficll. 
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WOMEN’S  I ACES 


HANDS  OFF  THE  CHILDREN. 

WORKING  WOMEN'S  PROTESTS  AGAINST  THE  EDUCATION  “CUTS.” 

GOVERNMENT  MUST  ECONOMISE  IN  OTHER 
DIRECTIONS. 


-is  now  suspended,  is 


NOTHING  SHORT  OF  A 
SCANDAL. 

KEEPING  THE  WORKERS  LINDER. 

li  Tite  drastic,  cut  in  the  Education  Bill  is  one 
of  the  most  pieposterous  measures  yet  intro- 
duced by  the  CJeddes  Committee.  The  1 Fisher 
Act  ' provided  for  a progressive  and  continuous 
education  up  bo  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  that 
the  most  important  part  of  the  scheme — that 
dealing  with  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of 
sixteen  and  eighteen- 
nothing  shoi?t  of  a 
scandal.” 

Thus  spoke)  an  earn- 
est woman  cjr-operator 
to  our  repirtosentative 
on  Saturdays  last. 

“The  ‘ Fisher 
Act,’  ” she  continued, 

“ was  the  children’s 
own  property,  and 
what  excuse  is  there 
for  the  uijherly  mean 
and  short-s lighted  prin- 
ciple of  •ilebarring  a 
child  of  itfc;  birthright 
— educ&tioBi?” 

Other  working 
mothers  rtf.so  made  it 
quite  cleai  what  they 
are  feeliajig  on  the 
matter. 

“ There  should  be 
equal  opportunities  for 
all,”  said  one,  “and 
this  ‘ cut,  in  education  ’ 
is  nothing  but  a 
means  cif  keeping  up 
class  di  stinction.  We 
have  w orked  so  that 
our  children  might 
have  better  opportunities  of  education  than  ever 
we  have  had;  but  if  we  allow  things  to  go  on 
witliou  fc  any  protest,  we  shall  find  our  children 
are  wo  rse  off.  Of  all  the  unfulfilled  promises  of  the 
present  Government  this  is  the  most  disastrous. 

“ lr.  my  opinion,  the  ruling  powers  never  in- 
tended that  the  path  of  education  should  be 
made  easier  for  the  working  man’s  child.  We 
' must  let  the  Government  know  what  we  "think 
about  the  matter,  and  how  we  regard  the  lack 
of  education  as  a danger  to  civilisation.” 

“ '.The  thought  of  the  talents  wasted  in  young 
people  who  are  dumped  into  the  mills  and  work- 
shops on  leaving  school  is  very  pathetic  indeed.” 
said  another  mother  of  children.  “ If  we  do  not 
make  the  education  of  the  rising  generation  of 
first  instead  of  secondary  importance,  we  shall 
find  ourselves  hopelessly  behind  other  nations.” 

“We  can  see  the  workings  of  the  Govern- 
ment,’' put  forth  another  woman.  “ This  educa- 
tion affair  is  an  endeavour  to  keep  the  work- 
ing classes  under  Why  ? Because  ‘ knowledge 
is  power.’  Educate  the  rising  generation,  and 
soon  there  would  be  no  one  to  do  the  1 dirty 
work.’  Conditions  would  have  to  bo  changed. 
With  a more  enlighten*  1 population,  capitalistic 
candidates  woula  no,  roci-vo  the  support  of  the 
working  class.” 


WHY  WORKING-CLASS  EDUCATION? 


WHERE  OUR  OWN  MOVEMENT  COMES  IN. 


‘NOTHING  SO  USEFUL’ 

AS  OUR 

‘WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK.’ 

7 HAT  IS  WHAT  HUNDREDS.  NAY.  THOUSANDS 
; : : ARE  SAYING.  : : : -• 


Women  Co-opcralors  are  matins  their  takes 
from  " Outlook  " recipe*  are  leamina  about 
“ Mothercraft,"  " Education,  and  ull  bout 
what  women  arc  doing  in  other  lands. 

FEBRUARY  NUMBER  OUT 
THIS  WEEK.  : : 

Spedol  Contents  - “ Good  of  Bad  Schools,” 
by  Lady  Aclond  ; “Swedish  Hcuscwiyes  ” 
“Woman  Household  tngiuecy/’dic. 


Send  for  a tpicimen  copy  il  you  have  not  seen 

“ WOMAN’S  OUTLOO  K.” 

Address:  V,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MANCHESTER. 


WE  HAVE  LEARNT  THE 
LESSON. 

AND  MUST  RISE  IN  REVOLT. 


“ Wb  must  resist  the  Government  in  their 
attempt  to  cheat  our  children  of  a good  educa- 
tion,” observed  another  working  woman. 

“ First  there  was  the  attenTpt  to  starve  our 
babies  of  food  for  the  body;  now  the  attempt  to 
starve  children  of  food  for  the  rqind.  If  we  do 
not  overthrow  these  attempts,  would  it  be  likely 
to  end  there?  No,  because  the  Government  is 
fully  determined  that 
someone  must  pay  for 
the  • war,  and  that 
those  who  have  been 
suffering  these  last 
seven  years  must  con- 
tinue to  suffer;  other- 
wise the  children  of 
the  poor.” 

“ So  they  are  going 
to  tighten  the  screw — 
and  we  are  going  to  let 
them?  Wait  a bit,” 
said  another  woman. 

“ They  thought  we 
were  harmless  enough 
before  we  got’  the 
vote;  but  we  must  get 
on  the  warpath  as 
quickly  as  possible.  If 
a General  Election 
takes  place  next 
month,  every  Parlia- 
m e n t a r y candidate 
must  be  perfectly  clear 
on  our  point,  that  un- 
less ho  is  prepared  to 
oppose  the  education 
‘ cut,’  or  any  other 
* cut  ’ that  will  affect 
our  children,  he  will  not  get  the  women’s  votes. 
There  are  more  women  than  men  to-day,  and  the 
vote. is  the  most  important  weapon  the  working 
woman  possesses.  If  every  one  only  used  it 
lightly,  our  children’s  future  would  be  assured, 
and  we  need  have  no  further  anxiety  for  them. 
We  must  make  the  Government  economise  in  the 
right  direction,  by  reducing  the  size  of  our  Army 
and  Navv,  and  the  huge  pensions  enjoyed  by 
retired  admirals,  generals,  &c.” 

This  is  not  only  one  woman’s  opinion;  it  is_ 
the  opinion  of  many  ivorking  women  with  whom 
our  representative  has  conversed.  “ We  feel  the 
position  very  keenly,”  they  say.  “If  onr  chil- 
dren are  not  given  a good  education,  the  workers 
of  the  future  may  become  as  our  fathers  of  fifty 
jears  ago.  having  but  little  say  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country.  Lack  of  education  creates 
apathy,  one  of  the  greatest  evils  responsible  for 
holding  hack  the  workers  to-day.  The  outlook 
for  the  children  is  n terrible  one,  which  ohould 
make  every  right-thinking  mother  rise  in  revolt. 
Thu  co-operative  movement  educates  the  chil- 
dren. but  this  is  not  enough.  We  want  free 
evening  schools  and  free  secondary  education, 
and  our  Government  will  never  give  them  to  us 
unless  organised  bodies  of  working  women  are 
prepared  to  rouse  public  sympathy 


We  must  all  agree  that  in  future  higher  edu- 
cation must  be  provided  for  working  women. 
But  probably  we  should  all  have  different  reasons 
for  desiring  it,  and  many  and  varied  would  be 
the  suggestions,  as  to  the  methods  employed  for* 
acquiring  it.  Only  Iasi  Saturday,  at  a confer- 
ence initiated  by  the  governing  council,  of  Ruskin 
College  on  the  subject  of  “ Higher  Education  for 
Working  Women,”  when  Miss  Margaret  Bond- 
field  .and  Dr.  Marion  Phillips  were  among  the 
speakers  there  were  hardly  two  delegates  in 
agreement  as  to  reason  and  method. 

Many  did  not  look  with  favour  upoti  what  they 
termed  a cultured  curriculum  for  working 
women,  but  favoured  one  specialising  on  labour 
subjects,  industrial  history,  and  economics. 

“ Wo  do  not  want  an  education  which  profits 
oniy  the  individual,”  said  some,  “ but  something 
that  will  fit  women  to  become  missionaries  to 
teach  their  less  fortunate  sisteps  what  they  really 
need  and  how  to  get  it.” 

This  seemed  to  be  the  general  view,  although  a 
minority  bel toyed  there  should  not  be  a separate 
form  of  education,  “ working-class  education,” 
but  rather  that  the  workers  should  have  tlie 
saine  curriculum  as  that  adopted  by  the  Univer- 
sities. Another  view  expressed  was  that  the  sole 
aim  for  educating  workers  was  to  do  away  with 
the  wage  system. 

The  future  of  higher  education  for  working 
women  bristles  with  difficulties.  It  is  practically 
impossible  for  a working  girl  to  throw  up  her 
employment  to  go  to  college  and  risk  the  chance 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


Mrs.  Ada  O.  Jacquks. 


The  members  of 
the  Heckmomlwike 
Guild  are  very 
proud  of  the  suc- 
cess of  their  presi- 
dent (Mrs.  Ada  C. 
Jacques),  who  has 
j"  e c .>  u 1 1 y been 
elected  to  the 
Heckmonchvilio  So- 
ciety’s manage- 
ment hoard,  in  face 
of  much  opposition. 
Her  victory  shews 
a recoid  of  fifty- 
five  votes  over  the 
next  highest  candi- 
date. Mrs.  Jacques 
i«  the  first  woman 
to  bo  elected  to  the 
Heckmondwiko  So- 
ciety’s Committee 


during  the  whole  of  its  sixty  years’  existence. 

Her  activities  have  included  eight  years  on  the 
Bociety’6  educational  eommittea,  of  which/  she 
was  for  some  time  president ; member  of  the 
Central  Committee  erf  the  Women’s  Guild;  mem- 
ber of  the  Dewsbury  District  Women’s  Guild, 
and  one-time  president;  member  of  the  Sectional 
Council,  and  president  of  the.  Heckmond'vike 
Guild  for  nine  years.  Her  public  offices  have 
included  membership  of  the  Spenborough  Food 
Committee  since  its  inception,  and  membership 
of  the  War  Pensions  Committee,  Moral  Welfare 
Association,  and  Nursing  Association. 

The  members  of  the  Heckmondwike  Guild  have 
worked  very  arduously  to  ensure  Mrs.  Jacques’ 
success.  

A largo  party  of  children  assembled  at  the 
behest  of  the  Sparkliill  Women’s  Guild  lost 
week,  the  occasion  being  the  annual  party. 


LOSS  TO  LEEK  GUILD. 

The  Leek  Guild  has  suffered  a great  loss  by 
the  death  of  its  secretary  (Mrs.  Carding).  In 
addition  to  her  work  fur  the  guild  and  the  move- 
ment, Mrs.  Carding  has  done  useful  work  on 
other  bodies  in  the  town.  She. was  a member  of 
the  Food  Control  Committee,  tho  Trades  and 
Labour  Council,  the  Leek  Labour  Party,  and  tho 
Hospital  Committee.  . 

On  Sunday,  tho  11th  ultimo,  a memorial  ser- 
vice was  held  in  tho  Co-operative  Hall,  when  Mr. 
J Lilley  (president  of  the  Leek  Labour  Church) 
spoke  of  Mrs.  Card  mg!  s splendid  work,  ami  read 
a letter  of  sympathy  and  admiration  from  Miss 
Llewelyn  Davies.  _ , , 

Councillor  Mrs.  Barton,  J.P.  (Sheffield),  also 
spoke.  Mrs.  Carding,  she  said,  had  built  rouitcj 
lierself  a circle  of  love  and  fellowship,  and  and 
won  great  respect.  More  men  and  women  of  tho 
calibre  of  Mrs.  Carding  wore  wanted,  and  the  best 
way  to  honour  her  memory  was  to  work  towards 
tho  ideals  she  held. 


of  getting  employment  when  she  returns;  while 
for  the  working'  woman  with  a family  such  a 
prooedure  is  quite  out  of  the  question. 

We  all  know  that  things  are  not  what  they 
should  be,  but  there  is  wisdom  in  making  the 
best  of  the  opportunities  we  have,  and  at  the 
same  time  trying  to  better  conditions.  The  co- 
operative movement  has  long  seen  the  wisdom  of 
this.  That  is  why  we  have  our  guilds  and  sum- 
mer schools,  and  if  we  make  full  use  of  these, 
we  need  never  fear  being  called  a member  of  an 
uneducated  democracy. 


THE  GUILD  ALUCOUNCILS’  MEETING. 

The  All-Councils’  meeting  in  connection  with 
the  English  Women’s  Guild  takes  place  at  Derby 
on  January  26th  and  27th,  when  resolutions  on 
“ Guild  Organisation  ” will  be  introduced  by 
Mi»s  Enfield  (the  new  general  secretary),  and 
Mrs.  Blair  (Central  Committee)  will  introduce 
the  question  of  “ Married  Women  and  Paid 
Positions.”  The  meetings  will  also  include 
various  “official”  gatherings,  and  a discussion 
on  the  subject  of  “ The  Present  Trading  Difficul- 
ties, Members,  Societies,  and  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society.”  , 


' Woman's  Ou'took  ” for  Reliable  Recipes. 


The  Hockley  Women's  Guild  gave  their 
children's  Christmas  party  on  Thursday  l.i6t 
week. 

Th9  Langley  Guild  held  their  annual  children’s 
party  on  Monday,  January  16th.  After  tea  an 
entertainment  was  provided,  some  of  the  most 
pleasing  items  being  given  by  members’  children. 

The  members  of  the  Newport  Guild  recently 
enjoyed  a rabbit-pie  supper,  after  whi-  h various 
tiiembers  contributed  to  the  musical  programme. 
During  the  interval  a picture  of  the  Guild  tree 
was  presented  by  tho  Social  Secretary.  During 
the  Christmas  holidays  many  members  took  part 
in  a house-to-house  collection  in  tho  Newport 
district  for  St.  Dur.stnn's  Sunshine  Hume  for 
Blind  Children  under  five  years,  and  tuocecded 
in  raking  £26. 
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CALENDAR. 


JANUARY. 

Co-operative  Butche~’  Beta,!  Association.—  AnnJil 
Meeting,  in  the  Co-operative  Hail,  Market-street, 
Droylsden. 

North-Western  Section.- — Bolton  District  Conference, 
in  the  Pari.h  School,  Wcsthoughtoii.  at  „ p.m. 
Subject  for  <Jiseus>iou  : " International  Co-opera- 
i ive  Alliance  and  Trading";  to  be  introduced  by 
Mr.  .(.  Brad-haw  (Co-operative  Union). 

Central  Education  Committee.— Conference  in  the 
Mitchell  Kali,  Balloon-street,  Manchester,:  oi 


if 

Junior  Co-operators.''  Sneakers,  Mi? 

Tomlinson  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer. 

Northern  Education- 1 Association.— Conference  in 
the  Edgar  Hall  (oT  George  .street-).  Bishop  Auck- 
land; at.  3-1-0  p.tp.  .Subjects  f°r  disciisuvn^: 

“ Voluntary  Work  on  Bduciiliqmil  Cqmmiirecs 
(Mr.  ,T.  IV.  B-sford);  •‘General  Co-nperut:ve  Class 
Work"  (Mi  A.  C.  Senior). 

Northern-  Section.— North  N-  rtliumherlaud,  Ubtrict 
Confer eucc.  in  the  Reav  Memorial  Hull.  Bedlington 
Station,  at  2 p.tn; — ' Subject  Mr'  (liscussn.-u  ; 

” Lotahv."  Address  by  Mr.  W.  t tayidn  (C.W.S. 
diceoto)). 

North-Western  Section. — >MoiicJiefler  Dislrid  Confer- 
ence. on  tlte  t'o-opeiiilnvo  Premises,  Warvihk- 
klreet,  Prcstwich,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  fur  discu.v- 
moii  • " Expense  of  Cu-upei-.tr ive  Socletie-. 

Addre  s b\  Mr.  O.  T.  Hopkins  (Cu-operativc 

• Union). 

Sou! hern  Section —North  and  South  Metropolitan 
District  Conference,  it)  the  .Council  Schools,  D-dlU 
Hill,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  fur  discusMon;  " l he 
Possibilities  of  Co-operation."  Speaker,  Mr.  1 red 
Biumlcv . 

S nltiei n S-ction. -Norfolk  District  ConUienoe.  in 
the  Institute.  J.onilpii-icail.  Biinciun.  at  3 p.qh 
Subject  for  discussion  ’.  "The  Intel national  t n- 
" iiijerative'  Alliance  and  Inli-rriatunal  Trailing  ; 
Jr.  be  introduced  by  Mr.  \V.  Re-bury  (Soutliern 
Sectional  Board). 

Southern  Section.—  Beds,  and  Bucks.  District  Con- 
ference of  Management  CYwiunitler-  mid  Official*, 
in  Hi"  Trir.g  Society's  Hall,  at  3-30  p.m.  Subject 
j--.i  discussion  : “ Present -Hay  Difficulties  uf  Man- 
agement." Si-enker,  Mr..  Newman  (C.W.S.  audit 
department).. 

Midland  Choral  Association.— Annual  Meeting,  in  the 
Choir  Room,  Statiop-street,  Long  Eaton,  nt  3 p.m. 

Women's  Guild —West  Metropolitan  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Mallinson  Hall,  Mnllinson.  a:  245 
p.ni.  Subject  ini  discu'-ion  : “ Parliament  and 
1 Cn-operatur$ " • Speaker,  Mr,.  Christie  (political 

A-viciaiiun  of  Joint  Committee--  of  Management. — 

•"  Conference  at  Holy  take  House,  ttar.ov**r-Mreef, 
Manchester.  Subject  for  discus-ion  : " Reserve 

l_  Funds."’  Pacer  by  Mr.  A.  Hynd  (Feilsworlh). 
'-Calderdafe  Clns  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society.— 
Half-yearly . ,'Meetinc.  in  the'  lnehflcld-Boitom 
School,  WaUden,  nt  3-30  p.m. 

So nth-Westcrn  Section.— Bristol  and  Someraetehire 
District  ( onfercnce.  at  lgiwrence  Hill,  Bristol^  at 
3 p.m.  Business : Consideration  of  annual  report 
nnd  balance. sheet.  \ 

Mersevside"  and  North  Wales  Educational  Associa- 
tion.— Annual  Meeting,  on  the  Co-operative  pre- 
mises, Cairo-street,  Warrington,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
f'-r  discussion  : " Co-operation  and  Politics.” 

Speaker.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Christie  (organiser,  Co-opera- 
tiv?  Party). 

North-We-b  rn  Section.— Rossendale  District  C'cnfer- 
ent/1,  in  the  Lecture  Rohm  of  the  Free  Library, 
Rawtensfall,  at  3-15  p.m'.  Subject  fur  'discussion  : 
-The  Press  and  llie  People."  Paper  by  Mi. 
George  Brown  hill.  J.P.  (chairman,  National  Pub- 
lishing £ooiety). 

Men's-  Guild  'f  Manchester  Dis’pet  Council). — Confer- 
ence at  Holyonke  House.  Hanover-sireet,  Manches- 
ter. nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Aims 
nnd  Work  of  the  Men’s  Guild."  Speaker,  Mr.  T. 
W.  .Mercer  (Co-operative  Union). 

Southern  Section. — Oxford  District  Conference,  • in 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  Broad-street,  Banbury,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  "'discussion  : " Co-operative 
Policy  in  Relation  to  the  Organisation  of  .Retail 
Trade."  Paper  by  Mr.  R.  Rawlinson  (manager, 
Reading  Society). 

North-Western  Section.— Oldham  District  Conference, 
in  the  Cafe  Hall,  Milnrow-road.  Shaw,  at  3-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " International  Co. 
operative  Trading."  Speaker,  Mr.  J.  Bradshnw 
"(secretary.  North-Western  Section). 

Women’s,  Guild. — South  Metropolitan  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operatiV"  Hall,  South  Suburban 
Stores.  Green-lane,  l'enge,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject, 
for  discussion  : “ International  Co-operation." 

Speaker,  Mrt.  Leighton  (Sectional  Council). 


RELIABLE  SEEDS. 

INTERESTING  FEATURES  OF  THE 

C.W.S.  CATALOGUE. 

Features  of  tlte  C.W.S.  seed  catalogue  for 
1922,  uow  issued,  are  the  coloured  illustrations 
from  actual  photographs  of  flowers  grown  from 
C.W.S.  seeds,  and  the  introduction  of  several 
hundred  new  lines.  The  new  catalogue  is  much 
larger  and  more  . comprehensive  than  previous 
issues,  and  denotes  what  strides  have  been  made 
by  the  agricultural  department  in  this  business. 
The  varieties  of  vegetable  and  flowor  seeds,  fer- 
tilisers. flowering  plants,  fruit  and  rose  trees, 
itc.,  now  offered  by  the  department  should  meot 
the  wishes  of  every  co-operative  gardener  and 
allotment  holder. 

The  sweet  pea  section  has  been  very  favour- 
able commented  upon  as  a really  good  selection 
of  up-to-date  varieties.  Such  old  friends  as 
asters  and  stocks  have  been  grown  from  seeds  of 
well-known  parentage,  and  if  grown  under 
reasonable  cultivation  yield  as  beautiful  flowers 
a«*  any  on  the  market.  Many  of  the  seeds  are 
of  the  department’s  own  raising,  such  as  Pilot 
peas,  C.W.S.  broad'  beans,  and  a very  large 
variety  of  flowers. 

The  department  is  also  introducing  this  season 
new  fertilisers,  in  large  drums,  to  be  sold  at 
Is.  6d..each.  The  analysis  of  all  these  is  higher 
than  any  compound  fertiliser  at  present  on  the 
market.  . 

The  perennial  plants  have  been  grown  on  the 
society’s  own  trial  grounds. 


FOREIGN  EXCHANGES 

AND  CURRENCIES. 

OFINIONS  OF  PARLIAMENTARY 

COMMITTEE. 

iY’iTHKK  matters  disvussed  Jt  the  meeting  of 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  (reported  in  our 
last  issue)  included  the  Industrial  Assurauce 
Bill,  foreign  exchange,  and  representation,  with 
the  International  Labour  Bureau. 

The  committee  had  before  them  a report  as  to 
the  amendments  to  the  Industrial,  Assurance 
iiill  submitted  to  the  Chief  Registrar,  from  whom 
a favourable  reply  had’ been  received. 

Til  committee  considered  and  approved  the 
evidence  .submitted  to  Lord  Cave’s  Committee 
mi  Trade  Boards. 

The  report  of  the  especial'  sub-ioininittee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  .question  of  foreign 
exchanges  and  currencies  were  considered.  It 
wun  decided  to  ^communicate  to  the  Government 
the  (fp.nion  that/ in  view  of  the  events  since  the 
publication  of  the  report  uf  tlie  Cuulifl'e  Com- 
mituv.  ii  was  necessary,  that  a further  inquiry 
should ’’he  held  bv  a committee  containing,  repre- 
sent-! I «v«s  of  industry',  commerce,  and  labour, 
to  consider. the  whole  question  of  currency  policy, 
wiili  a view  to  stabilising  the  exchange;  also  that 
the  Go\  ernment  should  take  Parliamentary 
action  with"  a view  to  n revision  of  the  method 
of  payment  of  war  indemnities  and  the»holding 
of  an  international  eocnonuc  conference  to  con- 
sider the  question  o{  the  vnuoel  lotion  of  wav 
debt1-,  the  stabilisation  of  exchanges,  and  the 
speedy  introduction  of  the  Ter  Median  scheme  of 
national  credits. 

'ill-  Secretary  reported  as  to  negotiations  with 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  Concerning  the  in- 
cidence of  the  Corporation  Profits  Ta'x  on  the 
basis  of  the  1921  Act. 

The  committee  had  before  them  correspondence 
with  the  Prime  Minister  on  the  question  . of 
direct  co-operative  representation  on  the  govern- 
ing body  of  the  International  Labour  Bureau. 
It  would  seeqi  tliar.  the  matter  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee  which  recently  met  at  Geneva, 
but  that  no  recommendation  wag  made.  The 
matter  will  have  to  be  raised"  ogam  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  special  International  Conference. 

Amongst  other  matters  dealt  .with  .were  the 
following: — Correspondent  e between  the  Free 
Importation  of  Canadian  Cattle  Association  and 
the  Piime  Minister;  'he  appoinbmept  to  the 
Rates  Tribunal  Panel  of  the  Railway  Act  of  1920; 
Industrial  Fatigue  Research  Board;  Central  Ad- 
visory Committee  of  War  Pensions  Act;  and  the 
new  proposals  of  the  New  Zealand  Prime  Minister 
in  regard  to  a suggest ed  meat  pool. 
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SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


(TONFECTIONERy.T-FIRRT  HAND:  able  to -do  all  clones 
cl'  goods  and  , up-to-date  iwing  and  piping-  SECOND 
HAND;  good  all-round  mao  at  cakes,  and  rataUg.  BREAD.— 
lAULE  HAND;  one-  used' to  machine  bakery,  and  must-  be 
a gqod  nujilder.  These  situations  are  for  ’a  permanency, 
and  only  good  liten  iW-prf  apply,  stating  age.  wage,  and 
•■Xperier.ce.. to  lYimwortii  Industrial  Co-operative  Soiccty  Lid., 
5.  Molehill.  Tatnworth". 


u VHAVFKY  DEPARTMENT  MANAGER.— Wanted,  a smart, 
J .9  enorgetio,  and  capable  MAN  as  MANAGER  and  BUYER 
tor  cen'ral  and  four  branches;  eale-s  for  1921  £51 ,600 ; member- 
ship. 17,300—  Apply  by  letter,  stating  age.  wages  required, 
full  pnfticulars  ’of  experience-  and  enoloning  copies  of  three 
recent  testimonials;  not  later  than  first  post.  Friday,  January 
27th,  to  the  Chairman,  Oo-oporative  Society  Limited,  12, 
Knows-, y-street.  Bury,  endorsed  " Drapery  Manager." 

DAIRY  MANAGER  Required  bv"  the  Warrington  Indus- 
trial Co-operative  Society  Limited ; new  department, 
shortly  cOiunienclng. — Applications  nju«t  lv<  mnde  on  the 
societj’s  printed  form,  w(\ioli  will  he  sent  Oh  receipt,  of  a 
.‘■tamped  addressed_eiivelooc,  and  must  be  delivered  at  the 
Oflioe,  15.  Gairo-street,  Warrington,  by  Wednesday  morning, 

January  23th . Present,  menihnrsliin  'of  6opiet yj  "21,000. , 

IS  APERY  MANAGERESS.— Minted;  smart'  and  efficient 
YOUNG  LADY  as  DEPARTMENTAL  MANAGERESS 
and  BUYER;  not  under  2,)  years  of  age;  mcnib^rship  2.7(B); 
W.  year's  .sales  £3,300,  w;hich  is  capable  of  great  improile- 
njent';  X U.L’.O.  rate  of  wages  paid. — Apply  by  letter,  stating 
ace  and  experience,  with 'two  recent  copies  of  tesUirtonlnls, 
not  later  than  first  pns‘,  January  23rd,1  Cooperative  Society 
Limited,  Pa(lilmm.  endorsed  "Drapery."  

17USIL  AND  FRUIT  MANAGER.—^ fainted,  an  efficient  and 
1 capable  MAN  as  DEPARTMENTAL  MANAGER  nnd 
BUYER;  membership  2.700;  sales  Inst  year  £3.300;  N.U.C.O. 
scale  <>f  wages  paid.— Apply  by  letter,  stating  age  and  ex- 
perience," with  two  recent  copies  of  testimonials,  not  later 
than  flrtil  post, ’Monday,  January  23rd,  Cd-nperativc  Society 
Limited.  Padilmm,  endorsed  " Fish  and  Fruit." 


£ N ENERAL  MANAGER  and  BllVEJl  )Van|ecl;  fully  quali- 
VJT  Aid  to  take  charge  of  grocery  (central  and  3 branchca), 
dinperv.  boots,  boot  lvpairs,  coal,  and  bakery;  rti.ust  be  good 
disciplinarian  and  organiser;  membersihip,  1,850;  annual 
trade.  £62,000;  N.U."C.O.  scale  of  wages. — Applications,  Ktot- 
ing  age,  experience,  qualifications,  and  enclosing  copies  of 
two  recent  testimonials,  to  be  addressed  to  Committee, 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd-,  Eppin g.  Essex. 

GENERAL  MANAGER  and' BUYER  Wanted;  fully  qiuili- 
fied  to  take  charge  of  grofcory  (central  nnd  7 branches), 
bakery,  drapery,  boot?,  tailoring  and  outfitting,  c**al,  and 
transport  departments;  must  be  gno<)  disciplmarikn  nnd 
capable  organiser;  3,600  member?;  annual  wiles  £127,000; 
N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wages.— Apply  by  letter,  not  later  than 
’January  ?3rd.  addressed  CommiH»e,  and  endorsed  "General 
Manager,’  enclosing  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials,  stat- 
ing age,  qualifications,  experience,  and  present  engagement, 
to  Co  operative  Society  Ltd.,  Red  Lion-street.  Coole. 


Dr.  Robert  Dunstan,  the  prospective  Labour 
candidate  for  tbs  Saffron  "Walden  Division  of 
Essex,  is  a member  of  the  Dunmow  Society. 


advise  all  persrirt?  not  to  apply  for  the  position 

of  MANAGER  for  the  Melt  bam  Industrial  Co-operative 
Society-  \ v v , 

MANAGER  Required  for  Antrim  Co-operative  Society 
Limited;  stoto  age, 'experience,  qualifications,  anil 
salary  (free  residence  at  store),  also.when  available,  nnd  send 
copies  only  of  teitlmohials.— Address,  the  Secretary,  Antrim 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Antrim. 


CAltBORuCGH  SOCIFTTY’  desires  to  f.hank  the  numerous 
Ck  applicants  for  the  i»st  of  HEAD-WAREHOUSEMAN, 
and  to  state  that  Mr.  Pickup  (Walsdea)  has  been  appointed. 


THE  Committee  of  the  Coalville  Working  Men’s  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Ltd.  beg  to  thank  applicants  for  the 
position  of  TAILORING  JIANAGER,  and  io  say  that  Mr. 
C.  F.  Woodall  (Peridleton)  lias  been  ojipoimed. 

FRY  H I : Fagley  Co-opeiative  Society  Limited  invite  ennlica- 
A tim.s  for  llie  |>osition  of  BAILIFF  for  their  Rmiiwells 
Faiin.  Bromley  Gloss.— Written  applications,  stating  age, 
wjge  required,  and  experien  «,  together  with  recent  te^ii- 
monials,  and  endorsed  " Farmer,"  io  be  sent  in  not  later 
thar_ Jai.tiary  31st. 

\\,rAXTED.  MANAGERESS  for  new  Llrapery  and  Boots 
v » Department  to  be  ojxsned  shortly;  smart  window- 
dresscr.— Apply  by  letter,  stating  age,  experience,  and  salary 
required,  with  copies  of  testimonials,  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day, January  26th,  addressed  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society 
Lull  i-d.  Fakenliam.  Norfolk. . 

ANTED  ai  once,  thoroughly  efficient  and  competent 
T V .MAN  to  take  charge  of  and  buy  for  Boot  and  Shoo 
D'parUi'ent;  unde  lit  present  small,  blit  excellent  proopeot.s 
f"i  L:r  inqirovemenl.  ns  new  and  up-io-date  premises  will 
tiioilly  be  available.— Apply,  not  later  (linn  January  24lb, 
»:a:iiig  ngt,  exi>erie!ice,  and  wages  required,  to  General 
Manager.  WiitchaMer  and  District  Co-operative  Society.  8, 
" ‘ 1 street.  Winchester. 

'ANTED,  a cumpeUnt  BAKER  and  CONFECTIONER  tor 
a small  society  of  about  700  m'-mber--. — Applications, 
" age.  experience,  and  -alary  c\|H-cted,  acconijianir  ’ 


YV 


A' dm 


recent  i 


itsK 


iMerei 


i Box  <19, 


-VI 7 ANTED."  GENERAL  M 
v v Grocery,  and  aupen'isii 
i’.c.  4c. ; liiust  be  strict  disciplinarian  ; N.U.C.O.  scale  of 
w,ig.v;  560  niembei-.  Also  Wanted,  WAHEHOUSEMAN ; must 
rhoiougbly  uiiderslund  transiers  anil-  •leiwrlinciilal  leakage 
aertiiiiiis.  and  uoiuplete  same  under  the  supervision  of  the 
general  manager;  N.l'.D.A.W.  scale  of  wages. — Apply  by 
jatter,  not  later  than  January  25tii,  addressed  to  the"  Com- 
mil iec,  and.  endorsed  "General  Manager”  or  ••Warehouse- 
man," as  tequiied  gnclosiirg  copies  of  two  recent  testi- 
nwNfi,<,  i, luting  age,  experience,  and  present  engagement, 
io  i -oiierufivc-  Society,  Park-lane,  Poynion,  near  Stockport. 


ANTED,  a good  JUNIOR  ASSISTANT  for  Grocery  and 
Provision  Department. — Apply,  slating  age,  experi- 
and  wage,  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Cowjiei'-road, 


7" ANTED,  smart  MAN  fob  Provision  Counter;  must  be 
' usee  io  Berk*-I  cutter  and  auto  scales  nnd  to  quick 
ucr  trade;  only  lh<e-e  with  good  refciences  lieed  apply. — 
l.v.  fisting  age,  wage,  and  references,  to  Co-operative 
e:.\.  Dletcblcy.  Bucks. 


‘tnETANTED,  ?<xk1  all-round  JOURNEYMAN  BUTCHER; 

V v efflciefil  .slaughterman  and  salesman. — Apply  at-  once, 
t 'A ting  age,  experience,  and  wages  required,  to  'Secretary, 

Co-operative  Society.  Pfens\ey.  near  Mansfield. 

'lilS/’ANTED,  mi  experienced  CLERK  for  the  Drapery  Warr- 

T?  bouse;  liiust  . be  quick  at  figures  and  have  a gooil 
kijoubv.'ge  of  costing,  transferring,  and  keeping  leakage 
o, count-;  N.l'.D.A.W.  wage,  -cale.-Appjicnl ion v,  stating 
ace  un(l  full  i.-irt;onlars  or  expeuencc,  with  copies  of  testi- 
monials. received  ti'p  io  (he  fir-1  post  on  'luesdny  ne.vi. 
Doiicunler  .Mutual  Co-operative  and  Industrial  Society  Ltd., 
Johu-street.  Doncaster. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  warehousemen, 

CLERKS.  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. — Societies  requir- 
•ng  efUeier.t  men  or  women,  with  good  references,  tor  any 
distributive  deportment,  apply,  John  Turxeh,  General  Scc- 
relary.  National  Amalgamated  Unfon,  Shop  Assistants,  Ware- 
hoti'cmen,  and  Clerks,  Djlke  House,  .Malet-street,  London, 
W.C.l. 


requiring  Operativa  Bakers  of  any  grade  are  request 

k-  apply  to  W.  Banpibld.  General  Secretary,  Amalgamated 
'■  on  o'  Operative  Bakers  and  Confectioners,  57,  Sydney- 
•t,  Iyndon,  SAY. 


B 


EMPrX)Y'MENT.  Co-operative  Sotaetv; 
ncr;  references. — Box  36.  "Co-operative  Nev 


DRAPER.  30  years'  Mndon,  W.E.,  and  provincial  ex- 
perience, ,uperinienrlent,  buyer,  branch  manager, 
seeks  1’i-sitioYi  of  Trust. — Address,  Box  No.  37,  " Co-operative 
News,"  Mor, Chester. 


ROPERY,  PROVISIONS,  and  GENERAL  STORE  TRADE. 
*JT  - .MANAGER  or -FIRST;  life  experience;  married;  aged 
43;  disengaged;  good  references:  permanency;  distance  no 
object;  . co-operator. — Srii.LERs.  Cranbrook-road,  Parkstone. 

T ROOM  'Wants-  SITUATION  to  manage  stud  of  horses; 
Jt  can  be  highly  reoommenderl ; life  experience;  aged  40; 
iDarri'd ; careful  manager.— Apply,  C.  Bem.es,  Addington, 
Winslow.  Buck’s. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


(A  ROGER Y AND  PROVISIONS.— Situation  Required  as 
X BRANCH  MANAGER  or  FIRST  HAND;  8 years’  co- 
operative experience;  aged  22;  excellent  reference?;  South 
-.t  England,  preferred.— Box  No.  35,  " Co-operativo  News,” 

^BDcm-itei.  . . . 

lUlCERY  AND  PROVISION  S. — Scottish  Co-operative 
Salesman  Desires  SITUATION  in  England;  Nottingham, 
Derhv,  o-'  Loughborough  diptrk-ts  preferreil. — Apply, 

” Counter . Hand,"  " Co-o|y-mtive  News,"  Manchester. 

SITUATION  Wanted,  Grocery  and  Provisions;  10  years’ 
o\peri"ne<i;  aEPd  ?8;  good  references. — " J.  T.,"  c/o 
23,  Bankee  road,  Small  Heath,  Birmingham. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


NON-SMELLING  FIRELIGHTERS. 
rxD.  PACKETS;  17s.  gross  packets;  samples  grata’s.— Ad- 
4/  dress,  Firelight  Supplies,  Gorton,  Manchester. 


S° 


A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER’S  ” MEKRIE  J(l&nCS."— Open  for  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year;  great  success;  repertoire  pro.  > 
terms  mod.— 15,  Warwick-st.,  Hulme,  Mun.  Tel.' 1163  Central. 


\TTR ACTIVE.  WINDOW  DISPLAYS  and  POSTERS  can  be 
Trade  with  TAPER  LETTERS;  learn  to  cut  them  by 
the  " Primo  " system;  patterns  and  method,  2s.  post  free.— 
Department  B-..~27.  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 

DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thing,  noted 
the  world  'over.  Also  CREAM  CHEESE,  MILK-FED, 
HOME-CURED  HAMS  and  BACON,  supplied  by  the  Cathedral 
Dalrv,  Exeter,  " Ilia  borne  of  Devonshire  Clotted  Cream.  — 
Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Industrial  Society  Ltd., 
110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter.  Prices  and  oil  particulars  oa 

application-  

T7V)R  SALE,  " Stiidebakcr  ” BAKERY  VAN;  in  excellent 
JJ  running  condition;  smart  appearance.— Apply,  Queens- 
nurv  Industrial  Society  Ltd.,  rear  Bradford. 


1YRFE— POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
1 address : also  particulars  of  money-making  spare  time 
ngenev.— E RtriirOP.u.  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 


;ency. — r.  Kmiror.u,  o nn.i  o,  on-w  mu.  wim-i. 

rNGRBASK  EFFICIENCY.— WINDOW  DISPLAY  LETTER- 
i-  ING  and  FIGURES,  in  dainty  tints;  patterns  and  expert 
instruction,  2s.  9d.;  complete  business  outfit,  53.  6d.,  post 
jfrc_Conway  Sign  Service,  Broadway,  Harrow. 


WORKING  A 44-HOUR  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen  Prioes. 
Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter.  Pendleton. 

I A NO  VAMPING  MADE  EASY. — CHARTj  irith  full  in- 
st ructions  enabling  vou  io  play  after  first  let^on. 
Is.  9<L  post  free.—"  P.  V.  Chart  Department,"  25,  Higlifleld- 

avenue,  Grimsby.  

••  ^VOLUNTARY  MOTHERHOOD";  world's  best  book;  42 
\ liiust  rations:  fully  informative;  T.O..  Ai.  10d.— Science 
LibriGian.  16»,  Ponlnnd-road.  Ix-ndon,  W.ll. . 

WANTED,  alt  Co-operators  srtien  In  Leeds  to  DINE  ak 
tfia  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operaUve  Society’s  Re- 
lUuract- 

Oualitv  la  Right.  Prices  are  Right 
Note  Die  Addre*  : ALBION  STREET. 


Maker*  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 

Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring  De- 
partments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 

Address : Fulton  Strebt,  Bradford,  Yorks.  ToL  No.  836, 


Contains  all  the  best 
properties  of  the  wheat. 

All  the  indigestible 
parts  being  discarded 
: in  the  manufacture.  : 

DAREN  is  always  uniformly 
excellent. 


ASK  YOUR  STORBS 
TO  SUPPLY  YOU n 


MANAGERS  AND  OWNERS  OF 
BUSINESSES 

Are  feeling  more  »nd  more  the  sense  of  fellowship  with  their 
workers.  A p:osperous  business  depends  on  healthy  happy 
workers- 

You  know  how  many  of  your  workers*  troubles  depend 
on  bad  home  conditions.'  Help  (hem:  Give  them  the  only 
books  which  give  them  that  knowledge  to  help  themselves. 


MARRIED  LOVE.  6s.  net  o*>st  6d ). 

The  hook  which  makes  marriage  happy. 

WISE  PARENTHOOD.  3,.  6d.  (p„, «.). 

• The  treatise  or.  birth  control. 

RADIANT  MOTHERHOOD. 


By  Dr.  MARIE  STORES. 

At  all  Booksellers. 

G.  P.  PUTNAM’S  SONS, 

24,  Bedford  Street,  Strand,  W.C  2. 


CONVALESCENT  HOMES 

Blackpool,  Otley,  and  Scarborough. 


TERMS  for  Visitors 
until,  March^  1st : — 


Otley  - - » - 

Blackpool  and  | 
Scarborough  ) 


35s. 

per  week. 

£2 

per  week. 


Applications  for  rooms 
to  be  made  direct  to 
::  the  Matron.  :: 


The  Matron,  Co-operative  Convalescent  Home,  " Glen- 
royo,"  Whitegate  Drtve,  Blackpool. 

The  Matron.  Co-operative  Convalescent  Home,  Thoufe 
Dene,  Westwood,  Scarborough. 


LOAN  WANTED. 

£2,200  on  Mortgage. 

Good  Security. 

Terms  to  Anchor  Tenants  Limited,  Garden  Suburb, 
Bumberetone,  Leicester. 


PAY  DIVIDENDS 


Mechanical  TILLS 


ECONOMICAL  AND  SURE, 
INVESTIGATE  and  DIS- 
COVER the  HAVING 
IN  TIME  and  CON- 
VENIENCES you  wUl 
obtain. 

C.  H.  GLEDHILL  AND 
SONS  LTD.. 

24.  Trinity  Works.  Halijai. 


& 
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Aids 

Digestion. 

Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and- 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

HoMIS 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion.  # 

That  is  why  HOVIS  is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


YOUR  flAKER  BAKES  IT. 


If  you 
want 


S 


OLID 

TYLISH  Trv 

ERVICEA3LE  SPER0PE 
HOES  FOR  Brnrvdi 

UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


HOLYOAKE  Brand. 


HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


FIELDING-WOOD 

TUo  Most  Up-to-Datn 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L..  "Ecclen."  "Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems.  Penny 
Savings  Bank  Account?.  “SIMPLEX"  System:  No 
1 eating.  Saves  tune.  Greatest  accuracy  Saves  Mouev 

US.  CORPORATION  ST..  MANCHESTER. 
Branches.  Rutherford  Street.  Newoasfcle-on-Tyne, 
Tudor  Strcot,  London.  E.O. 


Better  Results  are  possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  less,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and  effective 
method  of  handling  transactions  and  accounts.  Gives 
members  quicker  service  and  management  complete 
control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd.,  London,  W- 1. 


JOSEPH  BAKER  SOUS  § PERKIIS  Ltd. 


-FOR- 


WHISKS 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST . 


bakery  department  : westwood  work9,  Peterborough. 

Telethon',  PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegram : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Offlcfca  : KINGS  WAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.  2.  Works  : WTLLE9DEN 

JUNOTION.  LONDON,  N.W.  10,  and  PETERBOROUGH.  Branches  : 70,  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW.  72,  QUEEN  SQUARE.  BRISTOL. 


* Jf  it's  Jaded — “ £ Drummer  " it.’  i 


DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 
bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES,  BOLTON. 


Jtever  Say  3)ye — Say  "£ Drummer . 


CONFECTIONERY  TRAYS 

BOTTOMS  IN  ONE  PIECE. 


Is  tk  BOO©  for 

, w boys  w.  -T 

l SniNrt : Reliable  ] 
/]'  * Best  Value  : ij  j1 


tkc 

Crompton  Boor  Atanu&cftW 

2oO*  I & U Walks , D^orou^h. 


JS 


Che  Meal' 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed, 

Hat:  and  Caps. 

The  only  Alakers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP5’  Ltd. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Rakers  of  Oxford  Shirtings.  GranJrellcs,  Flannelette,  Silesia*, 
Lincnettcs.  Lustres,  fif  Silheteen. Linings:  also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 
Telephone:  National.  Burnley,  133.  - Manchester  Royal  Ev 
chance, No.  9 Pillar.  Telephone : National,  Manchoatar.SOl) 
Registered  OHice:  G,  Church  St.  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between  Leigh  and 
Warrington  ; 10  minutes'  walk  from  Culcheth  Station, 

Great  Central  Railway  ; 25  minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction, 
L.  & N.-W.  Railway. 


For  particulars  apply:— 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Calchcth  Hall, 

Nowchurch,  Nr.  Warrington 
or  Secretary,  Co-op  oratlve  Society  Leioh.  Lancs. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Tabic  jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  Moderate  in  Price. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society 
Ltd.,  Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  St 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  tholr  Stores  (or 

‘Self-Help’  Brand  of  Boots  & Shoes. 

'Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - - DARTFORD  ROAD,  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Siik  Twist  Manufacturing  Society 

Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire  htd. 

Fewlng  Eilka  for  IT  mul  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closing  Twist, 
Tailors'  Buttou-Hole  i wist,  Ac.,  Bindings,  Boot  Loops, 
Skirt  belting,  and  other  Trimmings. 

Agents  The  English  aad  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 

Tte  Leicester  So-operative  Soot  and 
Skos  Manufacturing  Society,  ltd 

Makers  of  the 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies  Boots  and  Shoes 
The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goous  Stamped  with  tho  Tratlo  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse:  8,  Withy  Grove,  Moncucstar. 


Thomson’s  MS*  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Weodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


So’c  Agents 

The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society  Ld. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths. 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c., 


fit 


JJ 


I«0 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

- AND  

ALL  FOB  EACH 


This  well  - known 
CO-OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


The  CROMPTON  BOOT 

: Manufacturers  Limited,  : 
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“I  & U”  WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


IIS.  FLANNELETTE  is3d 


in  White,  Cream,  and  Stripes,  woven  at  the  Q 
C.W.S.  Mills  at  Bury  and  Radcliffe, 


Per  Yard. 
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C.W.  S. 


JAM 

IS 

THE  JAM 

Fop  Co-operators, 


Always  ask  for 

C.  W.  S.  Jam. 


No.  2,644.  No.  144.  New  Series. 


Saturday,  January  28,  1922. 


Prepare  for  Shrove  Tuesday. 

C.W.S.  Self-Raising  Flour 

Makes  the  most  Pleasing 

PANCAKES, 

Ask  lids  week  for  C.iy.S.  Self-Raising  Flour 
— and  gel  ready. 


LACTIC  CHEESE 

from  the 

C.W.S.  Butter  Factory  at 
Brislington, 

Is  a most  Satisfactory 
Cooperative  Speciality. 


The  “FRIARY” 
BRAND 

Has  an  old'established 
reputation.  :: 


“ZUMZET* 

BRAND 

Is  a Pure  Lactic  Curd, 
with  a Fine,  Creamy 
::  ::  Flavour.  ::  :: 

Ask  at  the  Stores  for  C.W.  8. 

LACTIC  CHEESE 

"ZUMZET"  or  "FRIARY"  Brand 

Your  Store  Manager  can  get  it  for 
you  without  any  trouble. 


Baking 

Powder 

Manufactured  By 


I!jEco-opg  WHOLESALE 

bc/  SOCIETY  LTD  •* 

E L AW  a S I LV E RTOWN- 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  41  * tfowvptpez. 


IN  THE  GREEN  ISLE. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PROSPECTS  IN  THE  NEW  ERA. 


AN  ALL-IRISH  FEDERATION  AND  A TRIPLE  ALLIANCE. 


BY  LIONEL  SMITH  GORDON,  M.A. 


The  writer  of  this  article  is  manager  of  the  National  Land  Bank,  and  has  been  one  of  the  collaboratcurs  in  the  production 
of  “ Co-operation  in  Many  Lands,"  “ Co-opcralion  in  Ireland,"  “ Co-operation  in  Denmark,"-  and  other  publications  of  the 
Co-operative  Union  and  the  Co-opcraiive  Reference  Library. 


For  many  years  past  the  co-operative 
movement  in  Iceland 'has  enjoyed  a repu 
tation  among  co-operators  of  -all  countries 
which  was  perhaps  out  of  proportion  to  its 
practical  achievements. 

The  reason  for  this  lay  no  doubt  in  the 
fact  that  its  leaders  included  men  who  were 
helping  Joy  their  speeches  and  their  writing 
to  keep  the  spirit  and  the  basic  principles  of 
co-operation  always  before  the  world.  One 
felt  that  given  a fair  opportunity  a move- 
ment led  by  such  men  must  produce  fine 
results  ; but  up  to  tjie  present  time  such  an 
opportunity  has  never  existed. 

In  the  beginning  the  movement  in  Ireland 
had  to  contend  against  the  most  formidable 
combination  of  traders  and  politicians  ; and 
for  years  the  Government  Department  which 
should  have  helped  it  put  every  obstacle 
in  the  way.  For  the  last  few  years  it  has 
had  to  stand  against  war  conditions,  and 
many  of  the  most  successful  societies  have 
been  entirejy  destrpyed  by  the  onslaught  of 
Crown  forces. 

The  remarkable  achievement  of  Irish  co- 
operators  has  been-  that  in  spite  of  all  the 
feeling  that  has  necessarily  existed  they  have 
never  yielded  to  the  temptation  to  follow  the 
path  of  the  Italian  or  the  Belgian  movement 
and  set  up  separate  and  competing  societies 
on  a political  or  sectarian  basis.  Isolated 
instances  of  divisions  within  societies  on  such 
points  have  no  doubt  occurred,  but  they  have 
been  very  rare. 

The  Line  of  Development. 

At  the  present  moment,  if  we  may  assume 
that  the  existing  political  differences  in 
Ireland  can  be  happily  and  - peacefully 
solved,  the  opportunity  for  which  the 
leaders  of  Irish  co-operation1  have  waited 
so  long  and  so  patiently,  would  seem  to  have 
arrived.  If  this  is  so  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  line  along  which  develop- 
ment is  likely  to  take  place  is  that  of  what 
has  now  come  to  be  called  the  ‘ general 
purpose  ” society.  By  this  we  mean  a 
society  started  originally  for  purely  agri- 
cultural purposes — the  sale  of  feeding  stuffs, 
manures,  seeds,  &c\,  and  the  hiring  of 
agricultural  machinery  — and  developing 
gradually,  despite  the  restrictions  of  the 
Development  Commissioners,  into  an  ordinary 
general  store  in  which  tea  and  sugar  play 
almost  as  important  a part  as -sulphate  of 
ammonia  and  basic  slag.  These  stores  have 
the  great  advantage  over  other  types  of 
society  that  they  are  not  “ seasonal  ” in 
any  respect ; at  all  times  of  the  year  their 
staff  are  fully  occupied,  and  in  an  agricul- 
tural country  this  is  a matter  of  considerable 
importance.  To  the  actual  business  of 
buying  and  selling  may  be  added  the  hire 
of  machinery,  the  cultivation  of  allotments 
or  even  a!  small  farpi,  bacon  curing,  sawmills, 
and  similar  activities.  In  many  cases  also 
the  store  is  itself  an  adjunct  to  an  existing 
creamery.  The  egg  business  is  one  . of  the 
most  important  departments,  especially  in 
the  many  poorer  districts  where  the  housewife 
is  accustomed  to  make  her  purchases  through" 
the  medium  of  eggs  rather  than  of  cash. 


An  Irish  Survey. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  these  general  pur- 
poses societies  there  exist  the  nucleus  of  a 
complete  co-operative  organisation  of  the 
community.  The  larger  problem  which  now 
has  to  be  faced — it  has,  in  fact,  been  urgent 
for  some  years  past — is  how  to  reconcile 
the  growth  of  these  societies  out  of  the 
agricultural  movement  with  the-  existing 
societies  organised  under  and  affiliated  with 
the  Ipsh  Section  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 
The  economy  of  Ireland  is  distinctively  rural, 
except  for  a few  large  towns  in  the  Belfast 
sphere  of  influence  ^ and  the  backbone  of 
any  society  which  expects  to  succeed  in  the 
south,  even  though  it  be  in  a fair-sized  town, 
must  be  found  in  the  farmers.  Attempts 
which  have  recently  been  made  to  organise 
societies  of  “ workers  ” exclusively  have 
fairly  clearly  demonstrated  this  fact.  Irish 
towns  are  not  large  enough  nor  healthy 
enough  to  give  the  wage-earner  an  oppor- 
tunity of  interesting  "himself  in  his  own  eco- 
nomic betterment  without  laying  himself 
open  to  victimisation  in  some  form  or  other. 
In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  liis  wages  are  actually 


What  are  You  Doing 
to  Push  the 

‘Co-operative  News’? 


Do  you  talk  about  it  ? : : : : 

- . Do  you  advise  others  to  read  it  ? 

Do  you  press  your  committee  to 
advertise  it  ? 

A 

T THE  YEAR  IS  YET  YOUNG  : 

t GET  BUSY. 


paid,  by  someone  whose  own  business  pros- 
perity will  be  threatened  by  the  success  of 
the  co-operative  movement.  Furthermore, 
these  men  are  badly  paid  and  unable  them- 
selves to  put  up  the  necessary  share  capital, 
and,  naturally  enough,  they  have'  no  credit 
at  the  bank.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the 
societies  depend  largely  upon  “ producers  ” 
for  their  success.  From  this  fact  has  arisen 
a natural  but  yet  deplorable  distinction 
between  " agricultural  ” and  “ industrial 
co-operation  in  Ireland,  although,  as  I have 
attempted  to  show,  almost  all  the  societies 
are  doing  practically  the  same  kind  of  work. 
This  distinction  must  be  broken  down  before 
the  movement  can  really  develop  satisfactorily 
in  Ireland— for  ■ in  this  small  country  there 
is  not  room  for  two  central  co-operative 
organisations,  much  less  for  two  different 
gospels.  I think  I would  be  justified  in 
saying  that  the  Survey  Committee  for  Ireland 
which  has  not  yet  reported,  came  more  or 
less  rapidly  to  this  conclusion,  but  in  the 


political  aud  other  circumstances  of  the  time 
they  excusably  shrank  from  the  possible- 
consequences  of  saying  so. 

A Three-State  " International,” 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  time  Is  now  ripe 
for  an  amalgamation  of  forces  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  all-Ireland  co-operative  body 
which  will  be  independent  of,  but  in  frtendlv 
affiliation  with,-  the  Co-operative  Union  of 
England.  The  possibility  of  this  step  should 
be  made  more  easy  by  the  existence  of  a 
trade  federation — the  Irish  Agricultural 
Wholesale  Society — which,  in  spite  of  its 
name,  caters  impartially  for  both  sides  of 
the  movement. 

If  such  an:  amalgamation  is  accomplished 
the  strength  of  the  Belfast  Society',  which  is 
incomparably  the  largest  in  Ireland,  ‘will 
go  a very  long  way  towards  consolidating 
the  forces  of  the  movement  throughout  the 
country,  and  an  intertrading  arrangement 
between  the  three  Wholesale  Societies  in 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  should 
result  in  a most  profitable  interchange  of 
goods  and  services. 

Tho  Biggest  Task. 

Unquestionably  the  biggest  task  which  the 
new  federation  would  have  before  it  would 
be  that  of  education.  Hitherto  the  efforts 
of  the  societies  have  very  naturally  beeu 
turned  toward*  the  building  up  of  trade  and 
turnover.  The  staff  of  officials  available 
to  deal  with  them  has  been  inadequate 
owing  to  the  lack  of  money,  and  they  have 
been  kept  busy  dealing  solely  with  matters  , 
of  business  efficiency.  As  a result  there  are 
a number  of  very  prosperous  and  successful 
societies  from  the  material  point  of  view, 
but  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  co-operative 
spirit  is  weak,  and  little  or  no  interest  is 
taken  in  the  ideals  of  the  movement  apart  , 
from  its  business.  The  “ Irish  Homestead  " 
has  struggled  to  inculcate  this  spirit,  and 
has  had  the  unique  advantage  of  having 
such  a, man  as  “ /E  ” to  edit  it  | but  its 
circulation  at  the  present  day  among  the 
members  of  co-operative  societies  in  Ireland 
is  lamentably  small.  The  same  may  be  said 
with  regard  to  the  more  recent  efforts  of  the 
Co-operative  Reference  Library  with  its 
quarterly,  “ Better  Business.^  - 

The  Co-operative  Spirit. 

Ireland  has  perhaps  greater  possibilities 
than  most  countries  for  producing  a move- 
ment in  which  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter 
of  co-operation  will  be  followed.  Now  is  the 
time  when  the  decision  will  be  reached 
as  to  whether  this  is  to  be  done  or  not.  A 
great  deal  will  depend,  in  making  this  deci- 
sion, on  the  creation  of  a strong  aud  healthy 
federation  which  can  afford  to  carry  on  a 
trade  of  a purely  co-operative  nature, 
without  being  too  much  troubled  by  outside 
competition.  It  is  a movement  when  the 
leaders  of  co-operation  in  England  and 
Scotland  can  w'ell  add  to  the  services  they 
have  already  rendered  to  Ireland  by  giving 
wise  and  temperate  counsel  and  working 
towards  unity  combined  with  local  autonomy  < 
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CO-OPERATORS  AND  THE  COMING 

ELECTION. 


WHERE  OUR  MOVEMENT  STANDS  AND  FOR  WHAT. 


A BROADLY  BASED  DEMOCRATIC  PROGRAMME. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


The.  Big  Guns  in  the  political  world  have 
boomed  during  the  past  week.  Captain 
Guest,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Asquith,  Lord 
Robert  Cecil,  Sir  Gordon  He  wart,  Mr.  Lloyd 
George,  Lord  Grey,  and  others,  have  all 
had  their  turn,  and  the  man-in-the-street 
is  expected  to  know  now  where  everybody 
who  is  anybody  stands. 

I am  less  concerned  about  where  these 
leaders  stand  than  I am  about  where  co- 
operators  stand  ; and  it  is  important  to  see 
where  that  is. 

The  election  is  now  expected  about  the 
end  of  April  or  the  beginning  of  May.  That 
does  not  give  us  too  much  time  to  get  our 
machinery  oiled.  The  spate  of  oratory  to 
which  the  country  has  been  treated  during 
the  past  few  days  shows  that  all  the  political 
parties  have  launched  their  election  cam- 
paigns. The  formation  of  the  National 
Liberal  Party  represents  the  Prime  Minister’s 
bidi  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain’s  speech  indi- 
cates that  he  stands  for  Conservative-support 
for  the  Coalition,  and  it  is  significant  that 
his  chief  attack — following  his  declaration 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Coalition — was 
directed  against  Labour.  The  Independent 
Liberals— through  Mr.  Asquith  and  Lord 
Grey — have  kindled  their  Fiery  Cross.  The 
penny  “ Daily  Herald  ” is  Labour’s  big  step 
towards  preparedness.  The  Co-operative 
Party’s  executive  meeting  last  week  simply 
prepared  the  way  for  the  national  conference 
which,  but  for  the  postponement  of  the 
general  election,  would  have  been  held  this 
week."  These  represent  movements  on  a 
national  scale. 

If  the  average  co-operator  can  diagnose 
the  political  • programme  of  the  Coalition, 
or  its  component  parts,  from  the  speeches 
which  filled  the  papers  .since  Thursday  last, 
there  is  some  hope  for  his  political  future  ; 
and  with  that. observation  I will  leave  these 
parties  and  their  policy  and  turn  to  what 
the  Co-operative  Party  seeks  to  achieve 
by  the  support  of  the  electorate. 

Party  or  Movement? 

I sometimes  fear  -that  complications  and 
misunderstandings  have  arisen  through  the 
adoption  of  the  name  of  the  Co-operative 
“ Party."  It  suggests  that  the  "Party” 
is  something  that  has  grown  within  the  move- 
ment, something  that  is  not  quite  the  rnove- 
'inent  or  representative  of  thfe  whole  move- 
ment. The  National  Co-operative  Represen- 
tation Committee  was  intended  to  be  the 
’ electoral  instrument  of  the  Co-Operative 
Union  ; and  the  change  of  name  to  that  of 
the  " Co-operative  Party  ” was  not  intended 
to  change  the  representative  or  official 
1 character  of  that  body.  The  co-operative 
movement  is  a democracy,  and  its  political 
committees  must  regard  the  nation  as  a 
democracy,  and  govern  their  political 
activities  accordingly. 

Our  Alms. 

Primarily,  the  co-operative  political  pro- 
gramme demands  that  our  great  voluntary 
movement,  which  is  part  of  the  intimate  life 
of  nearly  a third  of  the  people  and  affects 
the  living  conditions  of  nearly  the  whole 
population  by  reason  of  its  beneficent  in- 
fluence upon  the  prices  of  foodstuffs  used  by 
all,  must  have  free  scope  for  development 
so  that  the  masses  who  benefit  at  present 
may  benefit  more.  To  that  end  it  is  im- 
perative that  there  should  be  a party  in 
Parliament  which  will  remove  from  the 
co-operative  path  thos$  obstacles  that  have 
been  placed  there  by  the  representatives 
of  sectionalism,  individualism,  and  capi- 
talism, which  are  hostile  to  the  principle 
and  hostile  to  the  aims  of  co-operation. 

Most  readers  can  recall  the  obstacles 
referred  to.  Taxation  applied  to  co-operative 
societies  on  subjects  which  are  not  taxed 
when  held  by  other  traders ; regulations— 
national  or  local — which  exclude  co-operators 
froiii  the  privileges  of  ordinary  citizens ; 
customs  which  subject  co-operative  buildings 
to  higher  assessments  than  the  buildings 
owned  by  other  people ; the  exclusion  of 
co-operative  representatives  from  com- 


mittees and  other  bodies  which  have  to 
deal  with  matters  of  moment  to  the  people 
— these  are  some  of  the  obstacles  which  have 
been  placed  in  our  path.  We  want  those 
obstacles  removed  ; and,  more  than  that, 
we  want  to  ensure  that  those  which  have 
been  removed  will  not  be  put  in  the  way  of 
our  progress  again.  The  co-operative  move- 
ment is  not  a close  corporation  ; it  is, a wide- 
spread movement  to  which  everybody  may 
have  access.  Its  benefits 'are  open  to  all 
who  care  to  come  in  ; apd  whatever  justice 
is  claimed,  or  wliatever'privilege  is  claimed, 
is  claimed  not  on  behalf  of  a few  but  on 
behalf  of  the  masses. 

Some  Vital  Needs. 

As  a democracy,  the  co-operative  move- 
ment must  strive  to  make  the  nation  a real 
democracy.  In  election  after  election  we 
have  seen  men  returned  to  Parliament  by 
a minority  of  votes 'polled.'  The  first  great 
step  towards  that  change  will  be  to  secure 
that  no  one  shall  sit  in  Parliament  for  any 
constituency  who  does  not  obtain  a majority 
of  the  votes  cast.  Proportional  Representa- 
tion is  a long-overdue  reform,  and  for  that 
reform  of  our  system  the  co-operative  move- 
ment stands.  No  citizen  must  be  barred,  by 
caste  or  class  disabilities,  from  access  to 
any  office-in  the  State.  All  posts  in  the  civil 
service — home  and  colonial  and  foreign — 
must  be  within  the  reach  of  every  citizen 
whose  character  and  education  and  capacity 
render  him  fit  for  it.  Privilege  and  patronage 
in  that  direction  must  cease  ; the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  demands  that  they  shall  cease ; 
and  the  influence  of  co-operators  in.  Parlia- 
ment shall  be  directed  to  that  end.  That 
involves  more  than  the  abolition  of  caste 
and  patronage.  It  involves  the  provision 
by  the  State  of  equality  of  .educational 
opportunity  for  all  irrespective  of  the  accident 
of  parentage.  It  means  that  monopolies, 
anti-social  in  character,  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  maintain  conditions  which  condemn  the 
masses  to  almost  certain  poverty ; that 
land,  minerals,  railways,  which  enjoy  privi- 
leges used  for  the  benefit  of  the  few  owners 
to  the  detriment  of  the  masses,  shall  be 
owned  and  controlled  by  and  for  the  people. 
Legislation  must  be  passed  to  secure  that 
in  the  public  interest  those  economic  and 
industrial  conditions  which  conduce  to 
poverty  and  ill-health  shall  be  altered,  and 
to  facilitate  under  co-operative  or  collectivist 
direction  such  conditions  as  will  secure  to 
the  worker  full  wages  for  his  labour  and  the 
full  value  for  his  wages.  Combinations  of 
manufacturers  and  merchants  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  food  prices  and  the  cost  of 
housing  and  other  necessaries,  or  to  block 
sanitary  progress,  in  order  to  secure  profits 
must  be  met  by  the  encouragement  of  co- 
operative, municipal,  or  State  enterprises, 
which  will  put  the  common  good  before  all 
class  interests.  The  whole  basis  of  taxation 
must  be  reviewed.  Taxes  on  the  essentials 
of  life  strike  those  who  are  poor  in  greater 
force  than  they  strike  those  who  are  able 
to  afford  taxes  ; luxuries  and  legacies  do  not 
bear  their  proper  burdens  ; taxes  on  trade  and 
fiscal  barriers  against  the  free  trade  exchanges 
between  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  obstacles 
to  international  harmony ; the  burdens  of 
the  war  assumed  by  our  generation  ought 
not  to  be  passed  on  to'  the  next,  and  only  a 
levy  upon  capital  above  a fair  minimum 
holding  can  prevent  the  rising  generation 
from  paying  for  the  sins  of  this.  These 
matters  must  be  considered  from  a co-opera- 
tive standpoint,  and  taxation  rearranged 
with  due  regard  to  social  needs  and  the 
privileges  enjoyed  by  various  grades  of 
society.  Not  only  must  fiscal  barriers  to 
free  trade  be  removed,  but  all  other  barriers, 
as,  for  example,  the  restrictions  on  Canadian 
cattle  importation  which  only  preserve 
privileges  for  a limited  class  of  people  and 
increase  the  cost  of  living  for  all. 

Dethrone  individualism. 

The  powers  of  the  Co-operative  Party 
upon  the  Government  would  be  exercised 
rcontinued  in  next  column. l 


HAS  THE  WAR  CHANGED  OXFORD? 


BY  LOUIS  GOLDING.  (Late  Scholar  of  Queen’s  College.  Author  of 
“ Forward  from  Babylon.’’) 


There  is  a sort  of  mind  (and  I am  s^ire  it  is 
not  my  render’s)  which  curtly  dismisses  Oxford 
as  the  last  rampart  of  snobbery.  I confess  that 
that  is  purt  of  the  picture.  But  very  often  it  is 
also  the  first  earthwork  of  liberty.  The  Prince 
of  Wales,  as  we  know,  was  an  undergraduate 
at  Magdalen,  and  yet  I lielieve  he  bears  traces 
on  his  shins  to  this  day  of  the  football  boot  of 
a Lancashire  miner’s  son.  It  is  typical  of  latter- 
day  Oxford  that  the  most  revolutionary  among 
our  ordered  thinkers  on  social  problems,  Mr.  G. 
D.  H.  Cole,  should  be  an  aristocratic  young  man 
who  was  a Fellow  at  the  Prince’s  college.  Ho 
has  the  type  of  mind  and  the  rigid,  ruthless  per- 
sonality which  inevitably  suggests  Lenin  him- 
self, and  yet  nobody  is  more  exquisitely  pos- 
sessed of  all  that  is  admirable  in  the  Oxford 
manner. 

Fundamentals  as  Ever. 

Now,  I was  up  before  the  war  for  some  time, 
and  have  been  up  for  some  time  subsequently. 
And  the  question  has  often  been  put  to  me. 
Has  the  war  changed  Oxford?  I should  reply 
that  in  fundamentals  it  has  not  changed.  That 
is  the  glory  of  Oxford.  Not  even  such  a cata- 
clysm as  its  siege  during  the  Civil' Wars,  not 
even  the  later  and  greater  event,  which  seemed 
to  be  draining  Oxford  of  her  life-blood,  could 
radically  alter  that  organism  which  has  been  the 
slow  product  of  so  many  centuries.  The  Soul  of 
Oxford  remains  unchanged — ahd  please  do  not 
think  that  I am  a hide-bound  reactionary— -I  trust 
it  always  will.  Because  I love  it,  I hope  that 
it  will  grow,  it  will  develop,  broaden.  But'  in 
essence  1 trust  it  will  remain  the  same  till  the 
ending  of  the  book.  On  the  other  hand,  in  super- 
ficial characteristics,  in  those  appearances  which 
change  in  a generation  or  two,  Oxford  is  quite 
violently  altered,  and  it  is  well  for  her  vitality 
that  this  should  be  so. 

Oxford  before  the  war  was  a beautifully  easy- 
going institution.  Now  whatever  she  takes  up, 
she  takes  up  intensely  and  pursues  to  its  logi&il 
conclusion.  The  wur  his ‘ nei^ntened  1 oifr 1 sense 
of  values,  and  has  made  us  reqhire  more  6f  the 
passing  hour.  We  do  not  caress  the  sponge; 
w©  squeeze  it  'to  its  last  drop.  " 

It  is  particularly  in  politics  that  this  change 
is  manifest.  Every  political  party  has  its  club, 
and  in  this  the  leading  London  lights  are  in- 
vited to  shed  their  Metropolitan  brilliance.  There 
is  a Junior  Carlton  Club,  a Liberal  (or 
Asquithian)  Club,  a New  Reform  (or  Coali- 
tionist) Club,  and — unprecedented  in  the  annals 
of  Oxford — a Labour  Club,  and  I think  I am  un- 
prejudiced in  saying  that  it  is  the  Labour  Club 
which,  mentally,  anyhow,  is  the  most  flourishing 
of  all  these  institutions.  So  flourishing  is  it  that 
its  right  and  left  wings  have  been  at  each  other’s 
throat  very  passionately  indeed,  but  that  tale  I 
must  not  unfold. 

Heralds  of  Revolt. 

When  I returned  to  Oxford  I was  invited  to 
a meeting  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  lead- 
ing spirits  of  Oxford  Socialism.  I could  not 
help  anticipating  that  the  air  would  be  luminous 
with  the  flapping  of  red  ties.  I expected  to  hear 
the  burr  of  homely  north  country  speech.  I 
even  resigned  myself  (I  am  ashamed  to  confess) 
to  a meeting  in  which  it  would  be  polite  to  drop 
most  of  my  aitch.es  and  to  supply  a few  adven- 
titious ones  when  the  spirit  moved  me.  Hear, 


then,  what  actually  happened.  At  my  side  sat 
Earl  de  la  Wurr;  at  the  head  of  the  table  sat 
Principal  L.  P.  Jacks;  two  baronets  faced  me — 
but  I need  say  no  more.  That  is  typical  of  the 
sort  of  extreme  you  meet  in  Oxford  these,  tur- 
bulent days.  Anti  here  is  another.  I think  far 
and  away  the  most  lively,  the  most  provocative, 
and  the  most  “left  wing”  paper  which  has 
come  out  in  this  country  since  the  war  is  the 
“ Free  Oxford.”  I am  sure  it  would  make  the 
official  organs  of  Moscow  look  sickly  and  reac- 
tionary. It  is  edited  by  a tumultuous  young 
gentleman  who  only  a year  ago  came  up  from 
Etofi  and  is  related  to  half  the  peerage. 

Perhaps  you  will  think  that  all  this  is  excep- 
tional. Well,  I can  add — and  I think  for  the 
first  time  on  reoord — that  the  newly-elected  pre- 
sident of  the  most  representative  of  all  Oxford 
University  societies,  the  Union  Debating  Society, 
first  rose  into  prominence  ns  president  of  the 
Labour  Club,  and  that  another  pillar  of  the  same 
party  occupies  the  dais  of  office  immediately  at 
the  foot  of  the  president’s  supreme  majesty. 

The  movement  has  even  spread  to  the  domestic 
governance  of  the  colleges  themselves.  Before 
the  war  the  “ Senior  College  ” — that  is,  the  con- 
clave of  dons  who  assemble  at  the  High  Table — 
were  entirely  responsible  for  every  Activity  in 
the  college  excepting  athletics.  Nowadays  n:y 
own  college,  for  instance,  hfi9  a committee  which 
represents  before  the  dons  all  the  varied  in- 
terests of  the  “Junior  College,”  or  body  ol 
undergraduates.  “A  rank  Soviet!”  an  aged 
authority  on  papyrology  was  heard  tq  remon- 
strate. 

The  White  Cockade. 

But,  to  complete  the  political  picture,  the  sons 
of  obscure  country  vicars  or  minor  city  trades- 
men have  stood  up  more  vigorously  than  the 
aristocrats  for  the  rights  of  our  ancient  aris- 
tocracy. An  “ Order  of  the  White  Rose  ” was 
revived  to  press  the  claim  of  the  Stuart  dynasty, 
an  order  which  had  been  defunot  for  genera- 
tions. I shall  pever  forget  hearing  this  gall/mt 
club,  button-holed  with  white  roses,  the  Stuart 
badge,  pass,  round  ^he  streets  of  Oxford  alter  a 
“White  Rose”  dinner,  singing  a chanty  of 
which  the  burden  was  “ Grind  the  Faces  of  the 
Poor.”  (Forgive  them,  they  were  the  kindliest 
hearted  young  men.  It  was  merely  a traditional 
slogan.)  I can  still  see  them  climbing  those 
gates  of  Trinity  College  which  have  never  been 
opened  since  Charles  the  First  passed  through 
them,  and  affixing  to  their  topmost  spikes  the 
white  roses  of  their  blameless  lives.  When 
finally  they  surrounded  the  policeman  at  Car- 
fax  (the  meeting-place  of  the  chief  thorough- 
fares), and,  joining  hands,  tearfully  sang 
“ Bonnie  Charlie’s  Home  Again,”  the  incident 
becomes  too  pathetic  to  describe  farther. 

But  that  is  not  all  the  story.  Episodes  like 
these  are  merely  the  vent  of  emotions  deepened 
and  clarified  in  the  war.  For  there  is  a new 
sense  of  reality  abroad  in  a city  which  is  so 
beautiful  as  to  seem  almost  unreal.  And  in 
some  minds,  as  I have  said,  this  sense  of  reality 
has  found  its  outlet  in  vehement  politics;  in 
others — and  these  are  at  least  as  typical  of 
.Oxford  traditions — the  result  has  been  a remark- 
able outburst  of  art  and  literature. 

But  these,  and  other  matters  concerning  the 
New  Oxford  of  to-day,  I must  describe  on  u 
further  occasion. 


[Continued  from  previous  oolumn.] 

to  secure  that  any  attempt  by  individualism 
or  capitalism  to  make  the  public  interest 
subordinate  to  the  interests  of  private 
interests  would  be  blocked  with  all  the 
resources  of  the  Government,  financial  or 
otherwise.  National  services  would  be 
national  services  in  the  sense  that  they 
would  be  regulated  or  managed  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  whole  nation.  A Co-operative 
Party  in  Parliament  would  insist  upon 
Parliamentary  control  of  the  Government 
in  both  domestic  policy  aud  foreign  policy  ; 
and  no  Government  would  be  allowed  to 
mortgage  the  resources  of  the  nation  without 
the  consent  of  Parliament.  Finally,  a Co- 
operative Party  in  effective  being  would 
determine  that  the  rulers  of  the  nation  would 
be  the  elected  representatives  of  the  nation  ; 
and  no  hereditary,  or.  nominated,  House 
would  be  able  to  over-ride  the  decisions 
of  the  Commons. 

In  Short. 

That,  in  short,  is  the  co-operative  political 
programme.  It  contains  nothing  that  has 
not  been  approved  of  by  the  Co-operative 
Congress — the  Co-operative  House  of 


Commons.  That  programme  means  that 
the  Co-operative  Party  recognises  that  the 
body  is  more  than  the  raiment ; that  life 
is  of  greater  consequence  than  property. 
It  means  a new  conception  of  politics. 
How  it  will  apply  itself  in  detail  must  be 
the  subject  of  future  articles  before  the 
general  election  ; but  it  is  worth  thinking 
over  by  those  who  up  till  now  have  given 
their  allegiance  to  other  parties. 

The  coming  election  will  be  the  first  fought 
on  political  issues  since  the  war  changed 
he  world  and  since  the  Redistribution  Act- 
changed  the  constituencies.  The  last  elec- 
tion was  not  an  election,  it  was  a demon- 
stration of  victors.  No  political  issue  was 
considered  ; and  only  passions  were  appealed 
to.  Unionists  per  sc  have  ceased  to  exist, 
.except  in  an  insignificant  coterie  of  Die- 
hards.  Conservatives  are  divided.  Liberals, 
both  Independent  and  Coalition,  are  at 
sixes  aud  sevens.  Labour  is  bent  qu  a big 
struggle.  It  is  for  co-operators  to  make 
up  their  minds  whether  they  arc  going  to 
perpetuate  the  old  evils  of  the  competitive 
system  in  party  politics  or  build  up  a great 
all-embracing  political  entity  to  achieve 
the  common  good  on  co-operative  lines. 
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CHAOS 


OF  LONDON  GOVERNMENT. 


OUR  THEORY  AND  POLICY. 


LEAD  FROM  THE  MOVEMENT  NEEDED. 


BY  SOUTHERNER. 


London,  with  all  its  wealth,  commercial 
greatness,  and  historic  interest,  is  one  of  the 
worst  governed  cities  in  the  empire.  The  fault 
is  not  solely  with  the  personnel  of  the  governing 
bodies  so  much  as  the  cumbrous  and  inefficient 
machinery.  There  is  overlapping,  together  with 
duplication,  and,  as  was  once  applied  to  the 
co-operative  movement,  “ there  is  more  harness 
than  horse.”  As  a result  there  is  inefficiency 
a6  well  as  extravagance. 

Absence  of  Civic  Spirit. 

Londoner^  are  sometimes  reproached  for  their 
lack  of  civic  spirit.  Is  this  to  be  wondered  at 
when  one  realises  the  chaotic  manner  in  which 
the  affairs  are  conducted,  and  the  diversity  of 
interests  responsible  for  the  control?  In  the 
large  provincial  towns  the  citizen  is  usually 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  Council  which  has 
solo  control  of  municipal  affairs.  In  London, 
unless  one  is  an  expert  in  these  matters,  it  is 
difficult  to  know  which  authority  is  responsible 
for  the  control  pf  a particular  matter  in  any 
given  area. 

Iondoners  are  not  helped  in  the  guidance 
reoeived  from  the  press.  As  a rule,  in  Man- 
chester, Birmingham,  Leeds,  and  other  large 
towns,  the  papers  give  informative  reports  of 
tile  doings  of  the  City  Fathers,  and  as  to  the 
city’s  developments.  As  far  as  the  Metropolitan 
daily  papers  are  concerned,  they  seem  to 
ignore  tlio  London  County  Council.  Except 
when  there  is  a scene — u rare  occurrence — when 
a “scare-headed”  report  will  appear.  Is  it 
surprising  that  Londoners  have  no  pride  in 
their  municipal  body  when  they  are  kept  n 
the  dark  as  to  what  is  being  done  at  Spring 
Gardens?  The  newspapers  evidently  think  that 
the  citizens  are  more  interested  in  Carpentier's 
triumph,  the  probable  winners  of  the  ‘English 
football  cup,  and  Lloyd  George’s  golfing  at 
Cannes,  than  vital  questions  affecting  the 
welfare  of  the  Metropolitan  millions. 

" The  Great  Wen.” 

The  simple  fact  is  that  the  municipal  develop- 
ment of  London  has  not  kept  ]>ace  with  the 
unwieldy  growth  of  - what  Cobbett  called  “the 
great  wen.”  With  this  remarkable  invasion  of 
London  into  the  counties  of  Bucks.,  Essex, 
Surrey,  Middlesex,  and  Kent  the  problem  of 
co-ordination  has  become  more  acute.  Within 
the  117  square  miles  of  the  County  of  London, 
with  a population  of  about  4}  millions,  there 
are  101  authorities  spending  some  millions. 
Then  there  is  the  area  of  Greater  London,’  with 
693  square  miles  and  a population  of  nearly 
eight  millions,  with  262  local  authorities. 

The  machinery  of  local  government  is  of 
marvellous  complexity,  and  is  xinderstood 
thoroughly  by  only  a small  proportion  of  the 
ratepayers.  “ John  Citizen  ” usually  pays  his 
rates  and  grumbles,  although  he  is  not  always 
sure  as  to  which  authority  is  spending  his 
money.  There  is  first  of  all  the  City  Corpora- 
tion with  its  Lord  Mayor  and  powdered-hair 
flunkies  at  the  Mansion  House.  The  Corpora- 
tion are  responsible  for  the  affairs  in  what  has 
been  described  as  “ the  selfish  circle  of  the  civic 
square  mile.”  It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by 
the  Temple  and  the  hideous  griffin  monument 
in  the  Strand,  and  on  the  east  by  the  pump  in 
Aldgate  High-street.  All  attempts  to  bring 
about  a unification  of  London  government 
have  been  resolutely  opposed  by  the  City 
reactionaries. 

A Multitude  of  Councillors. 

Outside  the  City  square  mile  the  Loudon 
County  Council  has  jurisdiction  with  a member- 
ship of  124  councillors,  19  aldermen,  and  a 
chairman.  Within  the  County  Council  area  are 
28  borough  councils,  each  with  different  sets  of 
by-laws.  There  are  also  31  boards  of  guardians. 
Then  we  have  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board, 
the  Port  of  Loudon  authority,  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy, and  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. 
Some  of  these  are  elected  by  the  ratepayers, 
and  some  are  filled  by  nomination.  There  is  no 
complete  power  over  the  spending  of  the  money 
by  these  authorities  with  their  vast  army  of 
officials.  Little  publicity  is  given  to  their 
work. 

There  is  also  an  anomaly  with  regard  to  the 
police  control.  In  the  City's  square  mile  th4 
Corporation  have  their  own  police,  force— a fine 
body  of  men  they  are,  too.  Outside  this  area 
the  Metropolitan  police  force  is  managed  by  the 
Home  Office,  and  “ John  Citizen  ” is  not  con- 
sulted. Then  there  are  other  complications 
with  regard  to  the  supply  of  gas  and  electric 


light.  Gas  is  still  under  the  control  of  private 
companies.  In  some  cases  electricity  is  supplied 
by  a company,  and  in  others  by  the  borough 
council,  without  the  economy  of  a common 
source  of  power  or  of  a common  administration. 


Ancient  Privileges. 


Take  the  market  monopoly.  The  chief 
supplies  of  fruit,  flowers,  and  vegetables 
brought  into  London  have  to  pay  a toll  to 
private  owners,  under  a musty  charter  granted 
to  the  ancestors  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford.  No 
one  else  can  sturt  another  market  within  a 
certaiu  prescribed  area.  Those  tolls  iu  the  end 
are  paid  by  the  consumers,  and  are  an  addition 
to  the  cost  of  the  neoessaries  of  life. 

Another  needed  reform  i6  the  readjustment  of 
rating  burdens.  On  this  point  Alderman 
Herbert  Morrison,  secretary  to  the  London 
Labour  Party,  writes:  “It  should  always  he 
remembered  that  tho  existing  system  of  muni- 
cipal finance  was  not  invented  by  the  Labour 
Party.  It  is  the  product  of  Libernl  and  Tory 
legislation,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  carefully 
calculated  to  impose  the  most  severe  burdens 
upon  the  working  and  lower  middle-class 
sections  of  the  community.”  The  poorer 
boroughs,  like  Poplar,  owing  to  the  lessor  rate- 
able value,  are  heavily  burdened,  whilst  richer 
districts,  like  Westminster,  are  let  off  lightly. 
A proper  system  of  equalisation  of  rates  should 
be  enforced. 


The  New  Royal  Commission. 

The  time  for  an  overhauling  of  the  London 
municipal  machinery  is  overdile.  There  have 
been  many  attempts  to  set  the  house  in  order, 
but  nothing  has  been  done  of  a practical  char- 
acter. At  last  a Royal  Commission  lias  been 
appointed,  with  Lord  Ullswater  (the  ex- 
Speaker)  as  the  chairman,  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  local  government  of  Greater 
London.  One  proposal  which  has  been  brought 
forward  is  that  the  area  of  the  London  County 
Council  should  be  extended  with  a view  to  the 
taking  in  the  outlying  districts.  Under  this 
scheme  an  addition  of  about  three  millions 
would  be  made  in  the  population  over  which 
the  County  Council  has  jurisdiction. 

There  is  considerable  opposition  to  this  pro- 
posal from  some  of  the  outside  local  authorities, 
who  fear  that  the  rates  will  be  increased  under 
the  L.C.C.  regime.  This  question  of  local 
government  is  one  which  affects  the  London 
co-operative  societies,  particularly  those  having 
branches  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Metropolis. 
This  is  a matter  on  which  there  should  be  con- 
certed action. 


A Subject  for  Conference. 

The  whole  question  might  well  form  the 
subject  for  discussion  at  a conference  arranged 
amongst  the  IiOndon  societies'  members.  At 
present  many  people  are  somewhat  hazy  as  to 
the  actual  proposals  for  extending  the  London 
County  Council’s  area,  and  it  would  be  advis- 
able to  have  some  authoritative  statement 
placed  before  the  members. 

Co-operators  are  very  desirous  of  seeing  the 
best  possible  system  off  local  government  estab- 
lished, and  before  taking  up  any  line  on  the 
present  proposals  it  is  essential  that  they 
shonld  be  in  possession  of  the  fullest  facts. 
Chief  attention  by  the  opponents  of  the  scheme 
has  been  directed  to  the  bogie  of  higher  rates — 
the  beginning  and  end  of  many  citizens’ 
interests — but  there  are  other  considerations 
which  co-operators  would  like  to  inquire  into 
before  arriving  at  a decision.  This  is  certainly 
a matter  in  which  a lead  should  be  given  to  the 
rank  and  file. 


Oh  ye,  who,  sunk  in  beds  of  down. 

Feel  not  a want,  but  what  yourselves  create, 

LOOK  OUT 

FO*  THE 

TOUCHING 

HUMAN  DOCUMENT 


NEXT  WEEK’S 
‘CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS.’’ 


WHAT  A TRADING  CO-OPERATIVE  ORGANISATION 
SHOULD  BE  AND  DO. 


AN  INTERNATIONAL  CONCEPTION. 


BY  ANDERS  OERNE  (SWEDEN.) 


The-  following  is  an  abridgment  of  a paper  prepared  for  the  International  Con* 
gress  by  Herre  Anders  Oerne,  the  representative  of  Sweden  on  the  Central  Committee 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliarxce.  The  paper  was  not  dhscussed  at  Basle, 
but  it  has  been  remitted  to  the  central  organisations  in  the  various  countries  for 
discussion  and  report. 


To  obtain  the’ 
true  perspective  of 
oo-operation  o n o 
must  always  re- 
member that  it  is 
not  a body  of  men 
united  by  a “ social 
contract  ” with  the 
object  of  getting 
certain  joint 
claims  satisfied,  as 
in  the  case  of 
trade  unions  or 
political  parties. 
It  is  rather  a new 
system  of  econo- 
mic activity,  viz., 
the  manufacture 
and  supply  of 
articles  of  general  utility,  and  the  rendering  of 
practical  service  to  meet  the  demands  of  man- 
kind in  the  way  of  food,  clothing,- housing,  and 
general  comfort  and  enjoyment.  It  is.  as  T 
have  said,  a form  of  enterprise,  and  as  such  is 
subjeeft  to  the  influence  of  general  laws  similar  to 
those  which  have  resulted  in  that  gigantic  sy>- 
tem  of  private  enterprises  which  is  now  spin- 
ning its  web  over  the  entire  globe.  Just  as  the 
system  of  private  domestic  economy  has  without 
conscious  endeavour  stamped  its  character  on  all 
political  and  social  conditions,  so  must  co-opera- 
tion, independent  of  the  opinions  of  its  members 
and  by  virtue  of  its  growing  development,  re- 
form the  community  and  the  social  ideas  of 
humanity.  My  thesis  is,  therefore,  this  Solely 
by  reason  of  its  economic  principles  will  the  co- 
operative form  of  economy  advance  towards  its 
goal,  winning  ground  from  the  businesses  car- 
ried on  for  personal  profit.  This  principle  de- 
rives its  strength’  from  the  interest  members 
have  in  satisfying  their  needs  by  the  best  pos- 
sible means.  If  clearly  understood,  this  interest 
must  necessarily  create  the  co-operative  type  of 
enterprise  which  was  first  introduced  at  Roch- 
dale in  1844,  and  has  since  spread  over  the 
entire  world. 

Thd  Relation  to  the  State. 

Originally  the  co-operative  movement  de- 
manded of  the  ruling  powers  nothing  more  than 
to  be  left  in  peace,  exactly  as  did  that  form  of 
enterprise  which  is  based  upon  the  competitive 
system.  But,  unfortunately,  the  profit-earning 
conoerns  have  gradually  abandoned  their  nega- 
tive attitude  towards  the  public  authorities. 
They  do  not  hesitate  to  employ  them  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  special  privileges  of  various 
kinds,  and  at  the  same  time  they  endeavour,  by 
means  of  legislation,  to  place  direct  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  free  development  of  the  co-opera- 
tive type  of  business,  as,  for  example,  by  unfair 
tax  legislation.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is 
not  possible  for  the  co-operative  movement  to 
remain  . indifferent  to  State  and  communal 
policy. 

The  Question  of  Organisation. 

From  a fairly  exhaustive  examination  of  all 
the  considerations  involved,  Herre  Oerne  arrives 
at  the  following  general  theory  of  tvhat  should 
be  regarded  as  a co-operative  organisation.  — 

Co-operation  is  an  economic  system  based  on 
the  immediate  interest  of  the  associates  in  com- 
modities and  public  services.  It  exists  in  the 
form  of  organisations  set  up  by  persons  who  in- 
tend to  make  a personal  use  of  the  business 
which  the  organisations  transact  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  their  own  domestic  economy  or  for 
carrying  on  their  profession. 

The  direct  opposite  to  co-operation  is  conduct- 
ing business  for  profit,  organised  as  undertak- 
ings. the  proprietors  of  which  regard  the  manu- 
facture and  distribution  of  goods  as  merely  a 
means  of  gaining  profit  for  themselves.  In 
order  to  safeguard  the  interest  on  which  its 
existence  is  based,  it  is  imperative  that  the  co- 
operative concern  should  apply  the  rules  laid 
down  by  the  pioneers  of  Rochdale,  which  are  as 
follows ; — 

I.  The  society  must  be  carried  on  by  means 
of  its  own  capital.  On  the  funds  contributed  by 


the  members  no  dividend’  is  payable,  but  only 
ordinary  interest. 

2.  The  society  must  supply  commodities  of  good 
quality,  and  not  deliver  articles  of  consumption 
on  credit. 

3.  The  ordinary  current  jwices  must  bo  applied 
to. sales. 

4.  Surplus  on  the  business  must  liolong  to 
tiros©  who  have  contributed  towards  its  estab- 
lishment bv  making  use  of  tlta  undertaking. 

~j.  In  the  decision  of  all  matters  connected 
with’  the  undertaking  the  pvinciplo  of  equal 
suffrage  must  apply. 

6.  A certain  amount  of  the  surplus  to  bo  used 
for  edncational  purposes. 

Concerns  which  apply  thesov  rules  and  which 
grant  membership  to  anyone  who  nan  find  a.  use 
for  their  services  are  to  be  regarded  as  co-opera- 
tive, whether  they  act  in  the  sewico  of  the  con- 
sumers from  a domestic  economic  point  of  view, 
or  in  the  service  of  the  small,  independent  pro- 
ducers— of  the  farmers,  for  example — in  t ho 
exercise  of’  their  profession.  Among  the  latter 
may  lie  distinguished  two  principal  groups  . — 

1.  Purchase  societies,  which,  like  consumers' 
societies,  procure  goods  in  large  quantities  fur 
distribution  amongst  the  members. 

2.  'Sale  societies,  which  receive »rrom  the  mem- 
bers the  product  of  their  labours  in  order  to  sell 
same  in  large  <jlots  at  the  highest  possiblo  price. 
Among  these  may  also  be  reckoned  the  workers’ 
productive  societies,  which  look  for  a market 
for  the  goods  resulting  from  the  joint  labours  of 
their  members. 

The  IHighest  Possible. 

Between  the  consumers’  societies  and  the  sup- 
ply societies  of  producers  there  exists  the  saauo 
relation  as  between  'buyer  and  seller — that  is  to 
say,  a conflict  of  interests,  which  cannot  indeed 
be  entirely  removed,  ' but  may  be  mitigated  by 
voluntary  agreement.  # 

In  order  to  arrive  at  tyhe  highest  possible  capa- 
city for  production  on  tile  part  of  the  consumers’ 
concerns,  the  following  conditions  must  be  ful- 
filled:— 

1.  The  gathering  of  all  consumers,  irrespective 
of  profession  or  opinion,  within  every  geographi- 
cal division  suitable  for  the  purpose,  into  united 
bodies,  well  constituted,  both  technically  and  as 
regards  organisation,  for  the  purpose  of  distri- 
buting goods  as  well  as  of  -manufacturing  such 
goods  as  have  to  be  produced  in  the  place  where 
they  are  to  be  consumed. 

2.  The  establishment  of  united  central  organ- 
isations for  the  local  consumers’  concerns  in 
every  country,  with  the  object  of  procuring 
goods  either  by  wholesale  purchase  or  by  their 
own  mass  production,  and  to  look  after  the  needs 
of  instruction  and  education. 

Funds  in  the  hands  of  the  consumers’  societies 
and  their  central  organisations  best  further  the 
development  of  the  community  if  they  are 
utilised  in  the  main  for  developing  by  direct 
means  the  societies’  capacity  for  economic  pro- 
duction, or  for  the  direct  improvement  of  the 
consumers’  eo-oper at ive. education  and  their  firm 
co-ordination  with  the  co-operative  system. 

In  order  to  succeed,  the  co-operative  concern 
must  enjoy  complete  freedom  to  develop  accord- 
ing to  its  own  inherent  natural  laws  with  the 
sole  assistance  of  its  own  powers.  Any  6ort  of 
outside  interference — even  if  induced  by  the  most 
honest  intentions — with  the  administration  or 
policy  of  the  concern  must  for  that  reason  be 
resolutely  declined.  A concern  which  has  de- 
prived its  members  of  the  right,  along  demo- 
cratic- lines,  to  regulate  its  management,  and  in 
which,  as  a consequence,  even  the  ultimate  re- 
sponsibility over  its  affairs  lies  in  the  hands  of 
l>ersons  other  than  fhe  members  themselves, 
cannot  he  recognised  as  a co-operative  concern. 

Since  any  participation  in  matters  which  lie 
outside  the  purely  economic  functions  of  the 
co-operative  concern  is  apt  to  make  for  disunion, 
any  such  action  piust,  if  possible,  be  avoided. 
The  relutions  of  the  co-operative  movement  with 
the  State  and  with  puhlic  life  are  in  the  main 
established  along  the  best  and  safest  lines  by 
means  other  than  h*  contesting  elections. 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


January  28,  1922. 


BRIGHTON  CONGRESS  MATTERS. 


STEPS  TOWARDS  THE  COLLEGE 


WOMAN  PRESIDENT  CHOSEN  : RAILWAY  FARES  : 

TRADING  POLICY  TO  BE  DISCUSSED. 


CONDITIONS  IN  SOUTH  WALES  DISTRICTS. 


MEETING  OF  THE  UNITED  BOARD. 


Many  matters  of  importance  were  under  con- 
sideration at  the  meeting  of  the  United  Board 
of  the  Co-operative  Uniia,  which  was  held  at 
Holyoake  House,  Man  cfliester,  on  Saturday. 
All  the  sections,  with  tb£>  exception  of  the  Irish 
Section,  whose  representative  was  on  the  con- 
tinent, were  represented!,  and  Mr.  W.  It.  Rao 
(chairman  of  the  Centra.!  Board)  presided. 

A resolution  of  condolence  with  the  relatives 
of  the  late  Mr.  W.  M.  Bamford  (editor-in-chief, 
National  Oo-openative  Publishing  Society)  was 
adopted. 

Difficulties  of  International  Trade, 

Messrs.  F.  Haywaird  and  W.  Gregory  and  t'4e 
general  secretary  (yix.  A.  Whitehead) ■ report  fcd 
at  length  on  their  inquiry  into  tlie  question  • of 
international  trade,  and  their  interview  v fttih' 
the  C.W.S.  directors.  They  informed  the 
meeting  that  they  Were  quite  satisfied  that  the 
C.W.S.  directors  were  ready  and  willing  to 
embark  on  this  trade,  if  satisfactory  conditions 
could  be  obtained.  Their  efforts  in  this  } class 
of  trade  had  not  been  very  successful.  Never- 
theless, they  weie  taking  every  opportunity 
open  to  them  to  Itring  it  about. 

Mr.  Hayward  paid  the  C.W.S.  direct'  u s gave 
the  deputation  (‘very  assurance  nnyo'ao  could 
expect  with  regard  to  their  willin  g<iiess  to 
undertakq  trade^  and  stated  that  any'' proposal 
of  a business  character  put  to  them  w ould  not 
find  them  backward. 

Instances  were  given  of  the  effort  made  by 
the  Wholesale  Society  to  carry  on  trade  and 
the  results,  after  which  Mr.  Major  hummed  up 
the  wftole  position  in  the  follow  fng  words: 
••  We  find  the  trouble  is  notion  o,v.r  side,  but 
ou  the  other  side.  The  willing!  /t :ss  to  trade 
exists,  and  we  are  quite  prepared  to  leave  the 
matter  in  the  bands  of  the  C.W.S. 

These,  .remivrks  met  with  general  approval. 

Rolief  to  Miners.. 

The  General  Secretary  annm  paced  thn-t  1,322 

ic- ties  had  bean  circularised  'regarding  asaist- 

, e given  during  the  miners’  dispute,  and 
■ ; lies  h.ul  been  received  from,1  721.  The  figures 

o 1101  yet  been  thoroughly  analysed. 

Meetings  with  Woman's  Guild. 

\ letter  was  read  from  -V/rs.  Dewsbury  (presi- 
d i of  the  Women’s  Guil  d)  to  the  effect  that 
the  Women’s  Guild  execut  ive  were  disappointed 
with  the  results  of  their  last  meeting  with  the 
United  Board.,  The  subjects  before  them  were 
important  ones,  yet  bare  / y three-quarters-of-an- 
h ur  was  devoted  to  th  eir  discussion. 

Mrs  Riddle  moved  tb/it  a full  session  should 
be  devoted  to  future  meetings  with  the 
Woraeu’s  Guilds,  a- ad  this  proposal  was 
approved. 

Economy  in  Congress  Report. 

The  General  Publications  Committee  submitted 
proposals  for  an  alt-in -ation  in  the  form  of  the 
Congress  Report,  wb/ick,  tlie  Chairman  said,  was 
estimated  to  ensure  a considerable  saving.  The 
suggestions  were  considered  and  action  decided 
upon. 

Expected  Deficit  of  £1,000. 

The  General  Secretary  announced  that  the  sub- 
scriptions to  the,  eud  of  1921  totalled  £37,981 * 
nn  inorease  of  £3,100  on  the  previous  year.  The 
Co-opeiative  Patty  had  reoeived  £5,972  during 
the  year  1921,  rt  deor*3ase  of  £1,533;  whilst  tlie 
International  A'flianee  liad  received  £908,  an  in- 
. rease  of  £165  on  the  previous  year. 

It  was  estimated  that  tlie  adverse  balance  in 
the  Union  furnfcs  would  bs  about  £l,00t). 

In  reply  to  a question  from  the  Rev.  G.  A. 
Ramsey,  tlie  Utenend  Secretary  said  the  amount 
subscribed  to  the  Russian  Relief  Flind  was 
£2,245,  and  £2,000  had  been  paid  ovi,r  to  the 
Russian  Famine  Fund  in  the  bank.  ?,lr.  H.  J. 
May  (secrotary,  International  Co-operative 
Alliance)  gave  cheques  on  that  fund  to  Dr. 
Jansen’s  Committee. 

The  Carnoustie  Association  and  the  Christian 
Endeavour  Holiday  Homes  were  accepted  as 
members. 

Letters  from  the  Co-operative  Party,  the  Joint 
Parliamentary  Committee,  and  the  Labour 
Department  were  read  in  reply  to  the  United 
Board’s  request  for  economy.  tn  each  case 
efforts  were  being  made  to*carry  out  the  United 
Board’s  request. 

Co-operative  Party  and  the  “ Daily  Herald.” 

In  relation  to  the  conference  regarding  the 
proposed  oo-operative  daily  newspaper  reported 
in  the  “News”  last  week,  Mr.  Riddle  referred 
ta  a letter  from  Mr,  Arthur  Henderson  which 
was  read  at  the  conference,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Trade  Unions  Congress  and  tlie  Labour  Party 
were  making  themselves  responsible  for  the 
“ Daily  Herald.”  Mr.  Riddle  remarked  that  the. 
United  Board  had  taken  a very  definite  stand  * and 
so  far  as  the  “ Daily  Herdld  ’’  wn6  concerned 
financially  they  could  have  no* association  with  it. 
He  wanted  to  know,  ns  the  representative  of  the 
United  Board  on  the  National  Committee  of  the 
Co-operative  Party,  whether  tlie  United  Board 
would  take  exception  to  the  Co-opera tiive  Party 
using  the  “ Daily  Herald  ” for  their  purposes, 


no*v  that  the'  Labour  Party  bad  made  themselves 
responsible  for  its  policy. 

The -Chairman  remarked  that  the  "Herald” 
'fas  now  mainly  controlled  trade  union  and 
’it hour,  and  he  did  not  see  why  they  should  object 
to  the  Co-operative  Party  using  space  in  the 
,‘paper  and  paying  for  it,  just  as  they  might  do 
in  any  other  paper. 

Sectional  Trades  and  Business  Conforoncos. 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Co-operative  Union  in 
carrying  through  the  Trades  and  Business  Con- 
ferences totalled  £252'5s.  4d.  The  two  Whole- 
sale societies  had.  however,  supplied  tlio  meeting 
rooms  and  -the  meals. 

The  Statistics  and  General  Publications  Com- 
mittee ret  out  manned  that  one  large  national  con- 
ference should  not  be  held  in  1922,  hut  that  five 
secti'  /.al  conferences  on  the  same  linos  as  last 
year  Iiould  bo  held,  and  that  the  bodies  repre- 
sented, on  the  joint. com m i r. toe  last  year  should 
again  be  invited  to  be  represented. 

The  proposals  were  approved. 

Election  in  Scottish  Seotion. 

The  decision,  of  the  Scottish  Section  that  a vqto 
of  societies,  should  he  taken  pn  the  question  of 
electing  members  of  Lb?  Centra]  Board  by  dis- 
tricts (tlie  method  wow  followed  in  the  Northern 
and  North-Western  Sections)  instead  of  section- 
nil, v was  referred  to,  and  the  Secretary  announced 
the  results  a®  follows : — 98  societies  gave  328 
votes  for  the  new  scheme;  50  societies  gave  275 
votes  against : and  65  societies  with  107  votes  did 
wot  vote.  The  new  scheme  lnd  not,  therefore, 
received  a majoritt  of  the  societies’  votes  in  the 
section,  and  English  and  Scottish  legal  opinion 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  proposal  was  not 
carried. 

This  decision,  was  accepted,  and  it  pens  agreed 
to  notify  the  societies  a.nd  districts  concerned. 

Distress  in  South  Wales. 

The  condition,  of  affairs  in  South  Wales  received 
a good  deal  of  attention.  The  propaganda  com- 
mittee report’d  that  the  position  in  South  Wales 
was  not  improved,  and  there  was  no  immediate 
prospect  of  improvement  They  suggested  that 
the  0-operative  Union  should  explore  the  possi- 
bilitv  of  persuading  the  whole  of  the  societies  in 
South  Wales  ta  pool  business  resources,  with  a 
view  ta  reducing  working  and  administrative  ex- 
penses, and  enabling  the  movement  to  meet  the 
competition  for  trade  which  wa®  still  going  on. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  tflie  Sub- 
Office  Committee  should  be  entrusted  ta 
make  an  inquiry  into  the  position  of  the  most  un- 
fortunate societies,  and  if  necessary  consult  the 
finance  committee  of  the  C.W.S.  Thev  should  also 
have  power  to  appeal  to  societies  fur  a rontin- 
genev  fund  ta  help  the  societies,  on  the  lines  of 
thp  Detanoe  Fund. 

Mr.  Hayward  moved  that  action  should  be 
taken  at  once,  on  the  lines  suggested. 

Mr.  Riddle  seconded!,  and)  lio  resolution  was 
approved. 

Reduced  Fares  for  Brighton. 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  efforts 
had  been  made  to  obtain  reduced  fares  for  dele- 
gates attending  Congress,  and  the  railway  com- 
panies and  tlie  railway  clearing  house  had  been 
approached,  but  without  success.  They  refused 
to  grnnit  reduced  fares  to  individuals. 

Mr.  Major  suggested  that  the  railway  com- 
panies should  be  asked  to  extend  the  week-end 
tickets  to  Wednesday  or  Thursday,  and  it  was 
agreed  ta  do  this. 

Too  Expensive. 

The  request  of  the  Glasgow  and  Suburbs  Dis- 
trict Association  for  copies  of  all  circulars  and 
papers  issued  by  the  Co-operative  Union  wAs 
again  considered.  The  General  Secretary  stated 
that  there  were  sixty  conference  associations,  ami 
on  the  ground  of  expense  the  request  had  been 
refused-  The  Glasgow  and  Suburbs  Association 
offered  to  pay  the  cost,  but  the  Unit(«d  Board, 
after  discussing  the  matter,  felt  that  special 
treatment  eliould  not  bo  extended  to  one  associa- 
,tion,  unless  it  were  extended  ta  all,  and  the 
previous  decision  was  adhered  ta. 

League  of  Nations  Union. 

A letter  was  read  from  the  League  of  Nations 
Union  in  regard  to  the  request  of  tile  Co-opera- 
tive Union  for  representation  on  the  Labour 
Advisory  Committee  of  that  body.  The  letter 
stated  that  the  Co-operative  Union  was  repre- 
sented on  the  National  Committee,  which  was  a 
more  important  body. 

It  was  felt,  however,  that  the  co-operative 
movement  should  be  represented  on  the  Labour 
Advisory  Committee,  and  the  General  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  ask  permission  ta  appoint  two 
repre  se  ntati ves . 

Congress  President  and  Matters  for 
Discussion. 

It  was  decided  to  ask  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies 
(late  secretary  of  the  Women’s  Guild)  to  deliver 


HOSTEL  FOR  HOLYOAKE  HOUSE  STUDENTS. 
SUBSCRIBING  SOCIETIES’  DECISION. 


Saturday,  January  21st,  will  always  be  looked 
upon  as  au  important  day  in  the  nunaLs  of  the 
Co-operative  College,  for  representatives  of  sub- 
scribing societies  met  on  this  date  to  consider 
tlie  purchase  of  a building  for  college  purposes. 

The  meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Lads’ 
Club,  Didsbury,  was  convened1  by  the  college  sub- 
committee (which  consists  of  representatives  of 
the  United  Board  and  the  Central  Education 
Committee),  and  was  well  attended,  though 
several  distant  societies  found  themselves  unable, 
because  of  the  expense,  ta  send  delegates.  The 
immediate  purposeof  the  meeting  was  to  ask  the 
delegates  their  opinion  regarding  the  purchase 
of  a house  at  Didsbury  that  had  been  recom- 
mended as  a suitable  building  for  the  college,  or, 
alternately,  to  decide  upon  the  next  step  to  be 
taken.  Air.  W.  R.  Rao  presided,  and  after  he 
had  explained  the  objects  of  the  meeting,  the 
delegates  adjourned  to  visit  the  house,  and  then 
■returned  to  consider  the  question  of  purchase. 

Pros  and  Cons. 

A large  number  of  delegates  spoke  and  wel- 
comed the  calling  of  the  conference,  and  the 
deisire  of  the  college  sub-committee  to  make  a 
start.  The  pros  and  cons  were  woll  considered. 
Some  delegates  thought  the  building  should  be 
purchased  and  entered  upon  immediately,  whilst 
others  thought  a more  suitable,  building  in  keep- 
ing with  the  importance  of  the  college  and  the 
movement  could  and  should  be  secured,  and  that 
accessibility  for  societies  outside  the  Manchester 
district  should  be  considered. 

It  was  eventually  unanimously  decided  that 
the  college  committee  be  empowered  ta  rent  and 
furnish  a smaller  house  in  the  Manchester^  dis- 
trict as  a hostel;  the  students  in  the  meantime  ta 
continue  their  studies  at  Holyoake  House,  whilst 
the  committee  should  proceed  with  their  inquiries 
for  a suitable  building  to  which  the  college  work 
can  be  transferred  when  the  number  of  stnidents 
is  greater.  ‘ 1 ' 

The  Larger  Scheme. 

The  college  committee,  with  the  authority  of 
the  subscribing  sooieties  and  the  United 
Board  behind  them,  will  now  be  able  to 
proceed  more  vigorously  with  the  recruit- 
ing of  students  and  their  preparation  for  the 
larger  scheme.  Already  it  has  been  decided  by 
the  Central  Education  Committee  to  award  next 
year,  from  funds  placed  At  their  disposal  lor  the 
purpose  three  scholarships — two  of  the  value  of 
£50  each,  and  one  of  the  value  of  £100-  tenable 
at  the  college.  These  are  in  addition  to  the  two 
Blandford  Scholarships  and  the  two  Juhilee 
‘ Research  Scholarships  which"  may  ho  held  at  tlie 
college.  It  is  hoped  that  with  the  fearly  estab- 
lishment of  the  hostel,  societies  will  grant 
scholarships,  and  that  individual  students  in 
increasing-jiumbers  will  enrol  as  college  students. 

Whilst  Holyoake  House  is  being,  used  tem- 
porarily for  college  purposes,  the  opinion  ivati 
clearly  exprq^ed  on  Saturday  bv  the  representa- 
tives of  subscribing  societies,  that  they  wished 
to  see  a special  college  building  secured  in  a 
district  more  suitable  for  the  purpose  than  the 
heart  of  a large  town. 


FINANCIAL  ASPECT. 

UNITED  BOARD  AND  THE  POSITION  OF 
THE  UNION. 

At  the  United  Board  meeting,  on  Saturday, 
a long  discussion  took  place  in  regard  ta  the 
Co-operative  College  Fund,  and  the  proposal  to 
acquire  a building  at  Didsbury,  near  Man- 
chester. It  was  announced  that  the  societies 
who  had  subscribed  or  promised  to  subscribe  to 
the  fund  were  meeting  that  afternoon  to  con- 
sider various  proposals. 

Alderman  Haywaxd  pointed  out  that  there  was 
£17,000  promised,  but  only  about  one-hulf 
that  amount  was  in  hand,  and  this  would  be 
swallowed  up  in  the  purchase  and  furnishing  of 
the  building  suggested,  leaving  a problematical 
balance  of  £9,000  for  endowment.  He  referred 
to  this  as  a problematical  balance,  cot  because  he 
ihbught  it  would  not  be  forthcoming,  but  because 
it  oould  not  be  collected  from  societies  under 
present  conditions.  The  college  would  have  to 
pay  for  itself,  or  close,  or  the  United  Board  would 
have  to  meet  any  loss  which  might  be  incurred. 
He  brought  this  point  forward  on  the  grounds 
that  the  Co-operative  Union’s  finances  would  not 
stand  any  increase  in  expenditure. 

Mr.  Millerchip,  who  along  with  Messrs.  Hay- 
ward and  Rae  represented  the  United  Board  on 
the  College  Sub-Committee,  said  the  intention 
was  to  convene  the  oomlerence  and  allow  the 
societies  who  had  subscribed  the  money  -to  take 
full  responsibility  after  the  whole  positiun  m 
regard  ta  finances  had  been  placed  before  then. 

fhe  Chairman  said  there  would  not,  he  tlie 
difficulty  that  Alderman  Hayward  expelled  in 
collecting  the  remainder  of  the  money.  Most  of 
the  societies  had  adopted  the  suggestion  of  the 
Central  Education  Committee,  and  were  i>a.ving 
by  instalments.  The  fueling  was  that  if  some- 
thing was  not  done  to  make  a beginning,  they 
would  be  out  of  harmony  with  the  whole  spu  it 
of  the  college  movement.  The  buildi  ig  .is 
cheap,  and  it  would  pay  tlie  College  Cummj  tea 
to  purchase  it  and  hold  it.  The  leeliug  of  tlie 
committee  wa<s  that  the  fund  oould  hold  its  own 
ujid  maintain  itself,  and  they  intended  to  m ke 
the  college  self-supporting.  It  would  require  no 
addition  ta  the  education  staff.  They  would 
simply  move  a portion  of  the  education  ~j'ff  to 
the  college  ta  carry  on  the  teaching  there  they 
were  now  doing  at  Holyoake  Hons.'. 

Mr.  Major,  whilst  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
college,  felt  that  the  expenditure  should  be  oon- 
fined  to  the  College  Committee,  and  no  respon- 
sibility should  be  laid  upon  th?  Union. 

A good  deal  of  talk  centred  round  the  ques- 
tion of  limiting  the  funds  for  the  college  to  the 
money  obtained  from  societies  specifically  col- 
lected for  the  purpose.  It  was  •eventually  decide 
that  the  afternoon’s  conference  should  be  in- 
formed of  the  views  of  the  United  Board  and 
their  opinion  that  no  financial  burden  should  be 
laid  upon  the  Union  at  present. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

the  inaugural  address  and  preside  over  the 
Brighton  Congress. 

In  regard  to  the  Congress  agenda,  Alderman  J. 
Johnston  (North-Western  Section)  wrote  suggest- 
ing that  the  relations  of  capital  and  labour,  with 
spec  ial  referenoe  ta  building  guilds,  should  bo  djs- 
cuss?d  at  Congress. 

Mr.  Riddle  suggested  that  they  needed  to  dis- 
cueis  the  result  of  the  war  and  present-day 
economics  and  the  most  successful  way  of 
handling  the  financial  position  of  the  movement 
in  relation  to  new  forms  of  administration  in  the 
retail  trade.  The  whole  policy  of  the  movement 
ns  a trading  organisation  needed  to  be  altered  if 
they  were  to  come  into  line  with  the  big  trading 
organisations  outside. 

Mr.  Major  agreed  that  the  whole  question  of 
distributive  trade  required  attention,  but  he 
wanted  the  paper  ta  be  of  n practical  character. 

It  was  eventually  agreed  that  Wednesday 
morning  should  be  devoted  ta  the  consideration 
of  a paper  on  the  lines  suggested,  and  that  Air. 
Kiddle  should  prepare  it. 

Invitations  to  Congress  are  to  be  Rent  to  other 
organisations  as  in  the  past. 

Congress  of  1923. 

The  Chairman  and  Assistant  Secretary  (Mr.  T. 
Horroeks)  were  appointed  bo  visit  the  towns 
which  may  extend  an  invitation  ta  the  Congress 
which  is  due  ta  be  held  in  Scotland  in  1923,  ana 
prepare  a report. 

Irish  Affairs. 

Affairs  in  Ireland  were  discussed  and  the  posi- 
tion of  tlio  Dublin  Society,  which  wag  having  a 
difficult  time,  was  mentioned. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  satisfaction  was 
expressed  with  the  efforts  being  made  by  tlie 
Irish  Executive  Committee. 

The  next  meeting  was  fixed  for  March  18th, 
and  the  meeting  or  the  Central  Board  for  April 
22nd. 


By  10 

Appointment  H.M.  the  King. 

The  Best  Milk 
in  the  World  is 

‘IDEAL” 

MILE 

(Unsweetened : JTo  ‘Preservative) 

as  supplied  to  H.M.S.  "Renown" 
for  the  voyage  of  H.R.  H.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  : and  to  I i 

House  of  Lords.  It  is  not  the 
size  of  the  tin  that  counts,  but 
the  value  of  the  contents.  Un- 
diluted instead  of  cream;  diluted 
in  place  of  ordinary  milk. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores , 
and  packed  by 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8,  EASTCHEAP,  E.C.3. 
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WHAT  OUR  READERS’ 
THINK. 

iTo  the  Editor  of  the  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

international  Co-operative  Trading. 

Sir, — It  appears  to  me  we  will  not  make  much 
progress  with  international  trading  until,  as  a 
movement,  nationally ' and  internationally,  we 
decide  what  exactly  is  our  aim,  and  what  we 
mean  by  co-operative  international  trade. 

Surely,  first  and  foremost,  our  aim  ought  to 
be  to  make  the  continent  of  Europe  one  single 
co-operative  trading  region,  a mutual-aid  trading 
• circle. 

This  aim  implies  the  production  and  inter- 
national distribution  of  goods,  the  need  of  which 
has  been  ascertained,  as  opposed  to  selling 
goods  (between  nationals)  for  profit. 

It  is  as  co-operatively  unwise  for  British  co- 
operators  to  make  pen-knives  or  any  other  article 
which  German  or  Belgium  workmen  can  place  in 
oar  stores  at  one-third  our  price,  as  it  is  unwise 
for  German  qr  Belgium  > co-operators  to  make 
woollen  shirts  or  cotton  goods,  which  British 
workers  in  C.W.S.  factories  could  place  in  the 
Berlin  stores  at  one-third  of  their  prices. 

If  co-operators  get  the  labour  benefits  (wages) 
and  the  purchasing  benefits  (low  prices)  in  each 
country,  it  is  only  capitalism  which  suffers. 

Capitalist  methods  in  trading  are  payment  by 
cheque.  But  what  is  a cheque  P It  is  an  order 
for  the  transfer  of  goods  from  one  set  of  indi- 
viduals to  another. 

f The  C.W.S.  have  made  an  arrangement  with 
the  Andelsbank  of  Copenhagen,  which  acknow- 
ledges and  accepts  cheques  that  the  C.W.S. 
send  in  payment  for  butter  and  eggs  to  the 
farmers  of  the  district. 

That  C.W.S.  cheque  (e.g.,  order  for  transfer 
of  goods)  is  cancelled  through  the  bankers’  clear- 
ing house,  against  a cheque  (another  order  for 
goods)  sent  from  that  country  to  England ; with 
tlus  difference,  the  goods  ordered  and  used  by 
the  co-ftperators  in  this  country  are.  cancelled 
agaiust  an  order  for  goods  made  in  this  country 
hy  private  enterprise. 

If  co-operators  in  all  European  countries  get 
this  fact  well  ground  into  their  heads,  they 
would,  I am  sure,  soon  see  to  it  that  a co-opera- 
tive trading  circle,  not  a single  ticket  goods 
journey.,  was  started  at  the  earliest  moment. — 
Liverpool  Andrew  M'Ard. 

Taxes  and  Disarmament. 

Sir, — The  removal  of  duties  on  tea,  coffee, 
cocoa,  and  sugar,  and  the  partial  removal  of 
duty  on  tobacco,  would  result  from  European 
disarmament.  Members  of  the  co-operative  so- 
cieties throughout  Great  Britain  probably  do  not 
realise  the  dose  association  of  these  duties  and 
I'isai.roament  by  European  natibns.  A brief  ex- 
l lunation  will  make  the  point  clear. 

Continental  nations  owe  us  £1.725,000,000 
"Tpossibly  more),  and  arc  not  paying  interest  oh 
that  amount.  It  has  therefore  to  be  paid  by 
us,  and  is  included  in  the  Budget,  probably  to 
die  amount  of' £103,500,000  yearly.  It  is  equal 
vo  the  duties  on  tea,  £17,748,000;  coffee, 
£678,000 ;- cocoa.  £2,475,000;  sugar,  £40,887,000; 
tobacco,  two-thirds,  £40,574,000. 

Continental  nations  have  ample  means  to  pay 
the  interest,  arrears,  and  sinking  fund  on  the 
loans  they  owc»us.  Instead  of  doing  so,  they 
aie  squandering  their  resources  on  huge  and 
unnecessary  armies.  If  these  armies  were  dras- 
tically reduced,  the  saving  effected  would  more 
viian  pay  the  interest,  arrears,  and  sinking  funds 
of  the  loans.  The  Budget  would  have  at  least 
£103,500.U00  in  hand,  and  co-operators  could 
call  on  the  Government  to  wipe  out  the  duties 
specified  above. 

If  co-operators  throughput  the  country  were  to 
announce  that  they  object  to  pay  the  interest 
on  these  loans  any  longer,  the  central  authority 
representing  them  could  send  a deputation  to 
Lowning-street  to  urge  the  Government  to  give 
notice  abroad  that  foreign  nations  must  hence- 
forth pay  the  interest,  arrears,  and  sinking  funds 
ou  the  loans,  so  as  to  relieve  co-operators  (and 
incidentally  the  whole  nation)  of  heavy  duties, 
fuuds  for  this  purpose  to  be  obtained  by  drastic 
army  reductions. 

"Could  we  take  the  lead  in  obtaining  a rousing 
expression  of  co-operative  opinion  on  the  ques- 
tion briefly  outlined  aboVe? 

Parliament  will  meet  again  at  the  end  of 
January.  An  emphatic  .expression  of.  co-opera- 
tive opinion  would  enable  a deputation  to  be 
sent  to  Duwning-street  about  the  middle  of  next 
month.  Foreign  nations  must  be  given  notice 
that  we  arc  got  prepared  to  pay  heavy  duties  to 
enable  them  to  maintain  unnecessary  armies. 
Alternatively  they  must  repay  the  loans;  that  is, 
of  course,  impossible.  Funds  Tor  interest  tail 
only  be  obtained,  and  only  obtained  by  disarma- 
ment on  a large  scale. —Yours  truly,  • 

T.  Sington. 

Retail  Prices. 

Sir,— The  local  Poor-Law  Union,  of  which  I 
am  a member  of  the  board,  advertised  for  ten- 
ders for  forty  pairs  of  blankets.  The  board 
nominated  me,  amongst  others,  ns  a sub-com- 
mittee to  examine  the  samples  sent  ip.  Uj>on 
this  sub-committee  we  had  expert  men  with  a 
lifelong  experience  iu  the  trade,  and  after  the 
greater  part  of  the  morning  in  comparing  this 
with  that,  it  was -decided  to  purchase,  at  iho 
price  of  18s.  4d.  per  pair.  Seeing  the  “ News” 
advertisement  and  huge  notioes  in  our  shop  win- 
dows of  similar  blankets,  same  size  and  weight, 
25s. '6d.  per  pair,  a difference  of  7s.  2d..  I asked 
our  management  if  they  could  explain  the  varia- 
tion of  prices  between  co-dperntive  and  private 
trader,  and  they  had  to  admit  they  could  not, 
adding  that  in  many  cases  orders  were  placed 
outside  the  movement  owing  to  continued  high 
prices.  No  wonder  productive  works  are  Hosed 
to  members.  If  the  private  trader  can  undersell 
us  to  this  exteut,  no  wonder  our  mills  arc  idle 
and  the  trado  diverted  to  other  sources. — Yours, 
«ko  Councillor  A.  W.  Salter, 


OUR  YOUNG  PEOPLE’S  MOVEMENT. 


NEED  OF  ORGANISER  AND  ADOLESCENT  MAGAZINE. 


TRIBUTE  TO  “OUR  CIRCLE." 


The  three  conferences  which  are  being  con- 
vened by  the  Central  Education  Committee  of 
our  Co-operative  Union  at  Manchester,  London, 
and  Glasgow,  on  The  Organisation  of  Junior 
Co-operators,”  indicate  the  dawning  of  a new 
era  for  the  young  people's  movement. 

The  Manchester  meeting  took  place  on  Satur- 
day last,  ou  the  premises  of  the  C.W.S.  in  Bal- 
loon-street, and  was  a very  representative 
gathering,  not  only  of  young  people  from  Bir- 
mingham, Leeds,  Sheffield,  Long  Eaton,  Skelton, 
Bolton,  Burslem,  Colne,  Derby,  Kinning  Park 
(Scotland),  Nottingham,  and  Ilford,  but  of 
various  educational  committees. 

Mr.  S.  Davies,  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer,  Mr.  Ogden, 
and  Miss  Fountain  represented  the  Central  Edu- 
cation Committee,  while  Mrs.  Bamford  Tomlinson 
was  also  present  on  behalf  of  “ Our  Circle,” 
which,  as  Mr,  Mercer  pointed  out,  has  done  so 
much  in  bringing  the  co-operative  young  people's 
movement  to  what  it  is  to-day. 

The  “Circle”  Comrades  came  to  the  meeting 
with  the  hope  of  securing  national  organisation, 
hut,  as  Mr.  Mercer  (the  speaker)  explained,  the 
Central  Education  Committee,  while  not  wish- 
ing to  meet  their  desires  with  a blank  negative, 
did  not  see  how  the  formation  of  a national  body 
could  take  plaoe  when  there  were  but  fifty  or 
sixty  Circles  in  existence.  They  therefore  sug- 
gested that  sectional  assemblies  be  held  at  least 
once  a year,  to  winch  every  junior  organisation 
rin  the  section  would  send  representatives.  These 
would  be  one-day  gatherings,  and  reports  would 
be  given  in  the  morning  by  the  various  young 
people".-  representatives,  and  in  the  afternoon  a 
big  demonstration  would  be  held. 

The  first  of  these  gatherings  would  be  called 
tli is  year  by  the  Central  Education  Committee. 
But  it  was  to  be  understood  that  such  steps 
uculd  in  no  way  prejudice,  but  would  lead  up  to, 
the  formation  of  a national  organisation. 

Here  Mrs.  Tomlinson  ventured  the  opinion 
that  an  organiser  was  needed,  and  Mr.  Meroer 
agreed,  expressing  the  hope  that  if  the  Circle 
movement  would  contribute  to  the  support  of 
xhis.  a Capable  woman  in  twelve  months  ought 
to  be  able  to  double  the  number  of  existing 
Circles ; and  if  the  young  people  would  raise,  or 
help  to  raise,  the  £500  necessary,  they  could 
start  an  organiser  at  once.  To  raise  suoh  a sum 
would  mean  that  each  individual  Junior  Guild 
would  have  to  find  £10. 

la  reply  to  Comrade  FinloW  (Ilford  Junior 
Guild)  as  to  whether  “ Our  Circle”  was  to  be- 
come the  adolescent  paper,  Mr.  Mercer  .said  the 
time  had  now  come  when  the  desire  for  a Separate 
paper  for  adolescents  must  be  pressed  forward, 
and  the  urgent  necessity  be  made  known  to  the 
National  Cc-operative  Publishing  Society. 
“ Our  Circle  ” had  done  splendidly  for  the  young 
people’s  movement. 

A resolution  .supporting  the  proposed  schemes 
of  the  Central  Education  Committee,  moved  by 
Comrade  Sidney  Elliot  (Kinniug  Park  Comrades’ 
Circle),  and  seconded  by  Comrade  George  Fin- 
low  (Ilford  Junior  Guild),  carried  unanimously. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  the  comrades  and  re- 
presentatives from  various  educational  commit- 
tees met  together,  when  Mr.  Mercer  spoke 


eloquently  and  at  length  on  the  organisation  of 
junior  co-operators  between  eight  and  fifteen, 
and  fifteen  and  twenty-one. 

As  this  speech  was  so  valuable,  it  is  proposed 
to  deal  with  it  fully  next  week,  meanwhile 
reporting  it  iu  the  February  issue  of  ” Our 
Circle.” 

Air.  Rennison  (Bolton)  inquired  how  many  chil- 
dren were  organised  in  the  Manchester  and  Bol- 
ton district,  and  what  arrangements  were  being 
made  to  get  in  touch  with  one  another. 

There  are  about  six  or  ten  Circles  ” in  the 
Manchester  and  Bolton  district,  but  no  steps 
have  been  taken  to  bring  them  together,  said 
the  speaker. 

Comrade  Finlow  (Ilford- Junior  Guild);  Dues 
All.  Mercer  approve  of  co-operative  young 
people's  organisations  allying  themselves  with 
outside  juvenile  bodies,  as  many  co-operators  had 
very  definite  ideas  about  these  organisation  ? 
If  we  want  to  be  recognised,  we  must  associate 
ounselves  with  civic  juvenile  bodies,  was'  the 
reply. 

Mr.  Buckley  (Oldham)  referred  to  their  Chil- 
dren's Circle,'  with  fifty  members,  and  a choir 
numbering  over  200.  The  educational  committee 
provided  a room  and  found  all  text-books  and 
music. 

Spencer  Heyworth  (Prestwich)  suggested  the 
formation  of  play  centres  for  children  from  eight 
to  ten  years. 

Mr.  Wilson  (Birkenhead)  asked  if  the  C.E.C. 
intended  supplying'  a co-operativ©  film. 

The  reply  was : The  C.E.C.  have  been 

endeavouring  to  secure  such  a film,  but  the 
demand  has  not  been  great. 

Comrade  Elliot  (Kinning  Park  Comrades’ 
Circle'  said  dry-as-dust  facts  of  history  and  divi- 
dend propaganda  would  never  create  in  young 
minds  co-operative  consciousness.  This  could 
only  be  accomplished  by  leading  the  ohildren 
through  play  to  understanding. 

Air.  Barnett  (Oldham  Industrial))  suggested 
that  a junior  summer  school  be  held  in  the  Man- 
chester district. 

Air.  Andrew  (Royton)  asked  for  the  best 
methods  in  forming  junior  organisations. 

Violet  Beswick  (Long  Eaton)  said  at  sixteen 
vears  comrades  became  members  of  their  society, 
and  used  their  votes  to  get  the  right  people  on 
the  educational  committee. 

Air.  Mercer  suggested  that  the  C.E.C.  might 
perhaps  spend  prize  money  more  wisely  on  Sum- 
mer School  Scholarships.  A Summer  School 
might  be  held  at  Didsbury  if  a Co-operative  Col- 
lege was  established  there. 

It  was  suggested  that  another  conference  be 
arranged  later,  at  which  no  opening  address  need 
be  given. 

Airs.  Al'Illroy  (Lancaster),  Nurse  Griffin  (Flix- 
ton).  Mrs.  Alann  (Liverpool),  Airs.  Reynolds 
(Birmingham),  and  Alessrs.  Baddeley  (Hyde), 
Holdgate  (Denton),  Roxson  (Mansfield),  Bnr- 
- nett,  and  Haldron  (Derby)  also  took  part  in 
the  discussion.  . 

All.  Roxson  said  he  was  going  back  to  his 
committee  with  a plea  on  behalf  of  the  young 
people,  and  Air.  Haldron  spoke  highly  of  the 
young  people's  movement. 


MEN’S  GUILD  NOTES. 


MEMBERS’  ACTIVITIES  : THE  ORGANISER  S FUND  : NEW  BRANCHES 


Branches  are  reminded  that  the  last  dale  for 
receiving  nominations  for  the  National  Council 
and  resolutions  for  consideration  at  the  annual 
meeting  is  January  31st,  and  that  the  voting 
strength  of  branches  is  based  upon  the  number  of 
members  for  whom  affiliation  fees  have  been  paid 
to  the. National  Council,  during  the  financial  year 
ending  December  31st,  1921. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  winter  session 
new  branches  have  lieen  fanned  at  Dingle  (Liver- 
pool), Cardiff,  Oakfield  (Liverpool),  Middles- 
brough, Walworth,  Folkestone,  Ealing,  Hetton 
Downs  (Durham),  Stockport,  and  I)udley-road, 
Hands  worth,  and  Erdiugton,  iu  the  Birmingham 
district. 

During  Christmas  week  the  Droylsden  branch 
distributed  to  each  of  its  unemployed  members 
a parcel  of  groceries  to  the  value  of  1 0s.  each. 

The  Ecc-les  Central  branch  recently  arranged 
a recital  of  Baroness  Orczy’s  “Elusive 
Pimpernel,”  by  Aliss  Alice  Alacleau  (London). 
The  recital  wa  > thoroughly  enjoyed  by  a larges 
attendance  of  members  and  friends. 

With  a view  to  increasing  membership,  the 
Swmton  (Eecles)  branch  recently  held  a smoking 
concert,  at  which  samples  of  C.W.S.  tobacco  were 
distributed  to  each  member  of  the  audience.  As 
a result,  not  only  do  the  branch  expect  additional 
members,  but  also  a greater  demand  for  C.W.S. 
tobacco. 

Branches  could  do  much  to  advertise  their  work 
and  activities  by  following  the  examplo  of  the 
Hyde  and  Ecc-les  branches,  in  sending  a synopsis 
of  their  lectures  and  other  activities  to  the  local 
press  and  co-operative  “Records.” 

The  Leeds  and  Beswick  branches  have  held 
social  evenings,  the  net  proceeds  of  which  are  to 
bt  given  to  the  Organiser’s  Fund.  The  National 
Council  would  be  much  gratified  if  it  Mere  possi- 
ble for  each  branch  to  follow  the  lead  set  by 
Leeds  and  Beswick,  and  then  the  appointment  of 
a permanent  organiser  Mould  bo  a step  nearer 
realisation. 


“ Unit  as  ” has  recently  attended  the  inaugural 
meetings  of  the  two  new  branches  of  the  Men’s 
Guild,  one  at  Southall  and  the  other  at  South 
Ealing.  The  neu1  branch  at  Southall  is  particu- 
larly .welcome  and  appropriate.  Several  ye 
ago  there  us  to  be  a co-operative  society  at 
Southall;  largely  owned  by  railway-men,  who  built 
good,  commodious,  and  convertieut  premises  in 
the  centre  of  the  town;  The  society,  however, 
fell  upon  evils  days'  and  Mas  absorbed  by  the 
West  London  Society,  and  this  society  in  turn 
has  amalgamated  now  to  form  the  London 
Society.  Consequently,  Southall  finds  itself  on 
the  margin  of  the  large  area  covered  by  the 
I/ondon  Society,  and  no  doubt  feels  itself  a May 
from  the  centre  of  things.  Consequently  some 
of  the  old  Southall  members  and  wme  new  ones 
have  decided  to  form  a Men’s  Guild  branch,  and 
judging  by  the  business-like  way- in  -which  they 
conducted  their  first  meeting,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  branch  M ill  fill  a real 
need  in  Southall,  and  will  keep  tl»e  lamp  of  co- 
operation burning  more  brightly  than  it  other- 
wise Mould. 

In  South  Ealing  also  the  springing  up  of  the 
Men’s  Guild  branch  is  perhaps  largely  due  to 
amalgamation  of  the  West  London  and  Ijondon 
societies.  For  the  moment,  tire  old  Educational 
and  Political  Councils  of  the  West  London 
Society  are  suspended,  and  the  members  are  find- 
ing fresh  fields  for  their  energies.  Fortunately 
they  are  still  keeping  in  touch  with  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  and  the  establishment  oF  the  new 
branch  lit  South  Ealing  and  district  will  form  a 
convenient  rallying  point  for  all  those  men  who 
wish  to  n-ork  and  keep  in  touch  with  our  .move 
ment. 

The  Manchester  District  Council  are  holding  a 
special  conference  at  Holvoake  Horn*©,  Hanover- 
street,  Manchester,  on  January  28th.  Mr.  T. 
W Alerter  will  speak  ou  “The  Aims  and  Work 
of  the  Men’s  Guild  in  the  Manchester  Area,” 


A PRESSING  REQUIREMENT. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY  AND  A 

DAILY  paper. 

MR.  WATKINS’  PAPER  FOR 

SECTIONAL  CONFERENCES. 

An  interesting  review  of  the  Co-operative 
Party — its  policy,  activities,  and  needs — is  given 
by  Air.  W.  H.  Watkins,  the  chairman,  in  a paper 
M'hich  he  has  prepared  for  consideration  at  the 
sectional  conferences  to  be  held  next  month. 

I he  necessity  for  the  party’s  existence  and  for 
the  extension  of  its  activities  are  not  so 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  co-operators  as  is 
desired  by  the  party,  Air.  Watkins  explains  .it 
tlie  outset,  and  this  is  one  reason  for  calling  the 
series  of  sectional  conferences.  Tile  other 
reasons  are  the  anxiety  of  the  National  Com- 
mittee and  the  Executive  to  continue  the  Mink 
of  consolidation  so  auspiciously  begun  at  the 
Preston  Conference,  and  the  committee’s  desire 
to  stimulate  interest  on  the  part  f local  political 
■ouncils  in  the  programme  of  the  party. 

Methods  of  Organisation. 

The  policy  of  the  party,  it  is  explained,  has 
been  to  organise  local  co-operative  parties,  either 
in  constituencies  where  one  society  operates,  or 
by  grouping  in  centralised  areas.  Representa- 
tion on  the  local  parties  is  provided  for  the  mem- 
bers of  management  and  educational  committees, 
Women’s  and  Men's  Guilds,  employees,  and 
members  directly  elected  by  the  society’s  quar- 
terly meeting.  In  one  or  two  areas  a new  con- 
stitution has  been  adopted,  providing  for  the 
local  party  to  consist  of  all  members  in  favour 
of  its  objects.  These  experiments  are  being 
watched  with  great  interest.. 

There  are  three  organisers  of  the  Co-operative 
Party.  The  calls  for  their  services  have  been 
heavy,  and  the  task  of  serving  societies  spread 
over  such  a wide  area  has  lieen  most  difficult. 

In  sonic  larg<3  centres,  such  as  Birmingham, 
Alauehestef,  and  Glasgow,  a number  of  societies 
have  grouped  together  and  appointed  n 
full-time  organiser.  In  London,  and  at 
Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford,  and  Stock- 
port,  full-time  political  organisers  have 
boon  engaged  by  the  local  society,  and  the  results 
have  been  most  satisfactory. 

The  Selection  of  Candidates. 

The  question  as  to  the  most  satisfactory  way 
of  selecting  Parliamentary  candidates  has  often 
aroused  keen  discussion.  At  present  the  selec- 
tion of  a candidate  for  any  particular  constitu- 
eucy  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  loeal  party, 
but  the  choice  is  subject' to  final  approval  by  the 
National  Committee.  A panel  of  representative 
co-operators  willing  to  stand  as  Parliamentary- 
candidates  has  been  compiled,  but  this  is  only 
for  the  help  of  societies.  The  right  of  local 
selection  is  still  retained.  In  no  cases  has  ap- 
proval of  a locally  selected  candidate  been  with- 
held by  the  National  Committee. 

Help  from  the  Guilds. 

A recent  innovation  has  been  the  inauguration 
of  a scheme  in  which  the  Women's  and  Men's 
Co-operative  Guilds  can  assist  in  tlie  organising 
work  of  the  Co-operative  Party.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  under  which,  with  the  loyal  help 
and  support  of  the  Central  Council  of  the  Guilds, 
the  resources  of  these  organisations  will  be 
utilised,  whenever  possible,  in  building  up,  locally 
and  generally,  ail  effective  Co-operative  Party. 

Future  Activities. 

As  to  the  future,  Air.  Watkins  urges  that  pro- 
fiting hv  past  experience,  co-operators  should 
now  realise  the  necessity  of  securing  adequate 
representation  iu  Parliament  and  on  local  govern- 
ing autliorit-i&s.  Ho  -refers  to  the  success 
achieved,  through  the  untiring  efforts  of  the 
United  Board  and  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 
in  defeating  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax.  Uiw 
lie  regards  as  a justification  of  the  policy  of  tlie 
movement  ill  regard  to  politics.  The  iieed  of 
organised  and  political  effort  to  defeat  the 
restrictions  proposed  with  regard  to  tlie  appoint- 
ment of  auditors  is  pointed  out.  On  many 
Government  Committees  that  -iro  being  ap- 
pointed to  deal  with  trade  and  other  matters 
co-operative  representation  is  refused. 

“The  work  of  Air.  A.  E.  Wnterson.  M.P.  in 
Parliament,”  Air  Watkins  proceeds.  “ has 
proved  up  to  the  hilt  the  advantages  of  co- 
operative representation.  Repeated  instances 
have  come  to  our  knowledge  where  direct  touch 
with  Government  Departments  has  been  the 
means  of  preventing  further  injustice  benig  dono 
to  the  movement,  whilst  numerous  eases  of  actual 
•-mid  having  been  accomplished  are  on  (record. 
This  is  further  evidence  ©f  the  need  of  increasing 
the  effectiveness  of  our  C’  -operative  Party  organ- 
isation. and  of  securing  additional  representation 
in  Parliament  and  on  loeal  authorities. 

The  Need  of  a Co-operative  Daily  Paper. 

“A  pressing  requirement  of  tlie  Party,  and 
one  that  will  groM-  more  and  more  insistent  as 
its  work  develops,  is  that  of  a daily  paper.  As 
is  well  known,  every  daily  paper  in  the  country, 
with  one  exception,  is  owned  and  controlled 
capitalism,  which  dominates  the  existing  indus- 
trial system.  Day  by  day  political,  social,  and 
ec  onomic  facts  and  events  are  presented  in  that 
light,  and  with  a deliberate  has,  which,  at 
election  times  tain  only  be  described  as  scanda- 
lous. To  counteract  this  without  n daily  paper 
published  in  the  intends  of  the  people  is  im- 
possible. Everything  undertaken  co-operatively 
is  prejudiced  and  hindered  by  the  capitalist 
press,  and  the  matter  lias  become  so  urgent  as  to 
demand  the.  serious  attention  of  the  whole  • 
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THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


VERSAILLES  VERSUS  RECONSTRUCTION. 


THE  CASE  FOR  A REVISION  OF  THE  TREATY. 


Mb.  J.  M.  Keynes  is  a much-criticised  writer,  but 
be  still  holds  his  own  as  one  of  the  greatest  authori- 
ties on  the  economic  aspects  o£  the  Peace  Treaty 
and  one  of  tho  most  forceful  of  its  assailants.  " The 
Economic  Consequences  of  the  Peace,”  which  ho 
completed  in  1919,  disturbed  tho  equanimity  of 
many  of  those  who  upheld  it  as  a last  word  to  the 
enemy.  Mr.  Keynes  made  it  quito  clear  that  tho 
treaty  was  not  the  last  word,  that  much  of  tho 
treaty  was  impossible  of  fulfilment,  and  that  the 
last  word  could  not  possibly  be  such  a word  as  was 
pronounced  at  Versailles.  His  Compensation  to-day 
is  that  the  thinkers  who  know  anything  of  economic 
consequences,  and  who  are  not1' obliged  to  speak 
'through  a party  megaphone,  and  even  some  of 
those  who  hailed  the  treaty  na_the  ovidcncc  of  vic- 
tory, are  most  eager  to  find  somo  means  of  giving 
effect  to  its  ideas.  Tho  Kaiser,  according  to  Mr. 
Lloyd  George,  stammered,  and  was  unable  to  say 
tho  word  “ reparation.”  Many  still  stammer  over 
tho  word  “ revision,”  but  Mr.  Keynes  is  insistent 
upon  tho  necessity  for  their  saying  it. 

His  latest  book,  “A  Revision  of  the  Treaty  ” 
(Macmillan  and  Co.  Ltd.,  7s.  Cd.  net),  is  a sequel  to 
the  earlier  book  quoted.  It  shows  Mr.  Keynes  un- 
repentant, and  more  convinced  than  ever.  “ Mr. 
Lloyd  George,”  he  writes,  “ took  the  responsibility 
for  a Treaty  of  Peace  which  was  not  wise,  which 
was  partly  impossible,  and  which  endangered  tho 
life  of  Europe.”  In  that  respect  ho  only  regards 
Mr.  Lloyd  George  as  ono  of  those  modern  statesmen 
who  “ talk  as  much  folly  as  the  public  demand,  ’ 
but  who  trust  that  the  folly  of  their  speech  will 
disclose  itself  to  the  multitude  in  lime  to  save  them 
from  converting  their  words  into  deeds,  ^he 
criticism  is  not  pleasant  to  those  to  whom  it  is 
directed,  but  most  people  will  agree  that  during 
tho  war,  at  the  last  election,  in  the  interval  between 
the  armistice  and  tho  peace,  and  since  the  signing 
of  the  treaty,  statesmen  pandered  too  much  to 
passion  and  listened  too  little  to  reason— even  to 
reason  reinforced  by  economic  facts.  Mr.1  Keynes 


exposes  the  “ large  clement  of  mischievous  mnko- 
beliove  ” which  entered  into  the  events  of  tho  past 
three  years.  That  make-believe  ho  considers  is  not 
now  politically  necessary ; and  as  it  is  no  longer 
“ an  act  of  futile  indiscretion  to  speak  sensibly  iu 
public,”  he  proceeds  to  review  the  whole  position 
in  tho  light  of  the  known  facts.  The  pendulum  of 
public  opinion  in  England  scorns  to  Mr.  Keynes  to 
have  nearly  completed  its  swing,  and  he  visualises 
the  Prime  Minister  making  ready  to  win  a general 
election  on  the  “ Forbidding  Germany  to  Pay  ” 
Tho  writer  finds  that  many  of  the  misfortunes  he 
predicted  in  his  earlier  book  as  attendant  on  the 
execution  of  the  Reparations  Chapter  of  the  Treaty 
have  not  occurred,  not  because  his  prediction  -was 
wrong,  but.  because  no  serious  attempt  has  been 
made  to  execute  it  and  there  can  no  longer  bo  any 
question  of  the  actual  enforcement  of  that  chapter. 
While  that  is  so,  tho  treaty  is  not  revised,  and  Mr 
Keynes  regards  revision  as  essential  to  reconstruc 
lion.  Those  who  are  not  prepared  for  the  can 
collation,  in  part  or  in  their  ontiroty,  of  the  repara- 
tion and  inter-allied  debts  must  not  pretend,  he 
says,  to  a serious  interest  in  the  reconstruction  of 
Europe.  He  proposes,  after  a plausible  statement 
of  what  he  regards  as  demonstrated  actualities,  that 
the  138  milliard  gold  marks  at  which  the  Reparation 
Commission  have  assessed  the  treaty  claims  against 
Germany  should  be  altered  to  3f>  milliards — a re- 
duction from  £9,900,000,000  to  £1,800,000,000,  and 
ho  points  out  that  we  may  not  find  it  to  our  interest 
to  exact  this  lesser  sum  in  full,  although  it  is 
“ probably  within  Germany’s  theoretical  capacity 
to  pay  it.”  That  will  not  reconstruct  Europe,  but 
it  will  make  reconstruction  possible,  according  to 
the  writer. 

Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Keynes  argues  his  case  well. 
Tire  appendices  fill  very  useful  pages  of  tho  book, 
which  provide  the  reader  with  details  of  the 
decisions  of  various  conferences  and  agreements 
come  to  at  Spa.  Paris,  London,  and  Wiesbaden. 

1 Myles  Long., 


A USEFUL  HANDBOOK. 

TO  SAVE  THE  TIME  OF  COMMITTEEMEN' 

Members  of  the  Liverpool  board  of  management 
and  educational  committee  ought  to  be  indebted 
to  Mr.  W.  E.  Bannister  for  the  very  useful  handbook 
ho  has  compiled  for  them.  It  is  a book  of  handy- 
size,  designed  to  furnish  every  committeeman 
with  information  that  he  is  bound  to  want,  very 
often.  The  usual  method  of  obtaining  the  informa- 
tion is  to  hunt  through  rule  books,  reports,  miuutc 
books,  and  directories — or,  the  most  popular  method 
to  ask  an  official  lo  look  it  up. 

The  “Committee’s  Handbook,"  as  it  is  called, 
contains  two  folding  maps — ono  of  1 ivcrpool  and 
one  of  the  Mersey  coast  towns — on  which  the 
society' j lands  and  premises  a.  marked.  There 
are  complete  details  of  the  society’s  investments, 
capital,  trade,  staff,  sickness  and  holiday  arrange- 
ments, and  insurance  provisions.  Particulars  arc 
given  relating  to  tho  service  and  responsibilities 
. of  the  departmental  managers ; and  copies  of 
agreements  made  by  the  society  with  tho  trade 
unions  which  comprise  the  employees,  arc  also 
included.  Four  years’  calendars  aro  provided, 

, and  dates  given  for  the  quarterly  balancing  days 
a i d C.W.S.  meetings. 

Besides  thiB  useful  information,  the  handbook 
contains  copies  of  all  tho  society’s  rules  relating  lo 
committees,  dates  on  which  members  retire,  the 
rotation  of  their  appointment  on  regular  deputa- 
tions, standing  orders  governing  their  meetings, 
fees  paid,  &c. 

Tho  various  federations  and  associations  with 
which  the  society  is  connected  arc  not  overlooked  ; 
and  standing  orders  for  Congress ; the  last  days 
for  sending  in  resolutions  lo  Congress  and  to  the 
Wholesale  meetings  ; names  and  addresses  of  guild 
officials  members  of  committees  on  which  the 
society  is  represented,  and  members  of  Parliament 
of  locul  authorities  in  the  various  districts  covered 
by  tho  society,  can  be  found  by  turning  up  tho 
handbook  so  that  committeemen  in  Liverpool 
aro  caused  tho  minimum  of  trouble. 

Much  of  tho  information  contained  will  ehango 
with  each  year;  but  that  is  provided  for  by  the 
inclusion  of  numerous  blank  pages  upon  which 
printed  data,  may  be  pasted  or  other  details  written 
" so  that  the  committee-man  may  he  put  Up  to  date. 
Tho  handbook  serves  a useful  purpose ; and  tho 
trouble  involved  in  compiling  it  will  bo  compensated 
for  by  tho  subsequent  saving  of  time  and  trouble. 


THE  WORLD’S  LABOUR 
INTERESTS. 


The  January  issue  of  the  “ International  Labour 
Review,”  published  by  Messrs.  George  Allen  and 
Unwin  Ltd.,  for  the  International  Labour  Office 
of  the  League  of  Nations  (3s.  monthly',  or  24s.  per 
annum),  is  a highly  instructive  number.  Sir  C, 
Ernest  Low,  K.C.I.E.,  explains  the  difficulties 
the  Indian  Government  had  in  ratifying  and^secur- 
ing  the  application  of ' thb  conventions  of  the 
Washington  Labour  Conference.  Signor  Meuccio 
Ruini  writes  a lengthy  and  interesting  article,  in 
which  he  describes  the  cP-operative  movement  in 
Italy.  “ I do  not -think,”  he  comments,.  “ there  is 
any  country  in  which  co-opevation  occupies  so 
prominent  a.  position  as  it  does  in  Italy.  The 
recent  Speech  from  the  Throne  and  tho  various 
Ministerial  programmes  all  place  co-operative! 
problems  in  the  very  forefront.  The  co-operative 
movement  lias  now  definitely  taken  its  place  as 
one  of  the  decisive  elements  in  the  life  of  the 
nation.”  It  would  be  pleasing  to  write  so  positively 
that  the  British  movement  lmd  forced  itself  into 
Ministerial  programmes  ; nevertheless  Signor  Ruini 
finds  several  respects  in  u’hich  the  movement  hero 
is  on  a more  safe  footing  than  the  movoment  in 
Italy.  Professor  Gaetaai  Piron,  of  the  Bordeaux 
University,  analyses  tho  working  of  collective 
bargaining  in  tho  industrial  field  in  France ; and 
tile  new  French  Insurance  Bill  is  the  subject  of  a 
further  contribution  of  Germany’s  method  of 
settling  industrial  disputes  is  described  in  an  in- 
teresting article ; and  information  relating  to 
production  and  prices,  employment  and  unemploy- 
ment, and  other  matters  of  importaneo  to  all 
concerned  about  labour  problems,  make  the 
“ Review  ” a useful  reference  library-. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


^Don  t Wake  Read  This,  instead  and 
Then  Sec  For  Yourself. 

Our  word!-  of,en  ^ **  ^ 

iltcntion  to  the  merit*  °f 
thi»  rrmsazine  (The  Millgat : 
Monthly).  The  content*  ore  just  tho*e  which  create  general 
interest,  and  can  be  read  by  that  portion  ot  the  community  wha 
v ish  to  Lnow  what  is  occurring  in  the  world.' 

— Stratford-on-Avon  Herald. 


IN  THE  NEW  BALTIC  STATES.. 

LITHUANIA'S  REVIVAL  AFTER  WAR  DESTRUCTION. 


The  co-operative  movement  is  well  founded 
in  the  new  Baltic  countries  that  have  come  into 
their  own  since  being  freed  from  tho  Russian 
Empire.  Young  iu  years,  but  vigorous  in  spirit, 
is  co-operative  enterprise  in  Lithuania.  The 
first  co-operative  society  was  only  founded  in 
1881,  when,  such  was  the  state  of  affairs  under 
thor  old  Russian  regime,  that  it  was  illegal  to 
print  publications  in  the  Lithuanian  language 
or  to  form  federations  of  societies.  Neverthe- 
less, before  the  war  there  were  200  consumers’ 
societies  in  Lithuania,  with- an  annual  turnover 
of  500,000  roubles,  and  120  co-operative  credit 
societies,  all  of  which  were  destroyed  in  the 
war.  Lithuania,  after  the  war,  became  an 
independent  state,  and  on  June  30th,  1919,  an 
Act  was  passed  creating  conditions  favourable 
to  co-operative  societies.  The  result  has  been 
an  increase  in  consumers’  societies  from  256  in 
December,  1919,  to  315  in  January,  1921 ; iu 
producers’  societies  from  5 to  25;  and  in  credit 
societies  from  11  to  67. 

The  number  of  consumers’  societies  is  some- 
what surprising  for  a country  that  is  predomi- 
nantly agricultural,  the  rural  population  being 
86  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The  membership  of 
these  societies,  however,  is  drawn  principally 
from  the  rural  population.  These  societies  have 
characteristics  of  tboir  own,  which  make  for 
their  popularity.  They  have  a dual  function : 
on  the  one  hand  the  commodities  they  purchase 
and  distribute  include  not  only  articles  of  per- 
sonal consumption,  but  also  iron,  tools,  agricul- 
tural machinery,  fertilisers,  &c.,  and  on  the 
other  they  undertake  the  sale  of  agricultural 
produce  such  as  wheat,  cattje,  eggs,  flax, 
butter,  &c..  for  tho  benefit  of  their  members. 


The  average  turnover  of  each  society  for  the 
financial  year,  1920,  wqs  150,000  auksinas 
(marks). 

Tho  first  Congress  of  Lithuanian  co-operative 
societies,  held  in  March,  1919,  saw  au  advance 
on  regional  federations,  for  it  succeeded  in 
setting  up  a Union  of  Lithuanian  Co-operative 
Societies — known  as  “ Leituvos  Koperacijes 
Bendrovide  Sajunga,”  for  short,  the  ••  L.K.B.” 
—and  a co-operative  Jbank.  Most  of  the 
regional  unions  were  dissolved,  and’  the  national 
union*.. which  came  into  being  on  September  1st, 
1919,  comprised  198  societies,  including  2 
regional  unions  on  January  1st,  1921.  The 
turnover  for  the  year.  1920  was  50  million 
auksinas.  . 

The  Union,  like  to  the  societies  of  which  it 
is  composed,  carried  on  both  buying  and  selling 
operations.  During  1920  it  sold  over  1,500  tons® 
of  wheat  to  the  Army  for  its  members.  It  also 
set  up  slaughterhouses,  and  during  the  same 
year  sold  over  1,000  tons  of  meat,  a certain 
proportion  being  exported.  The  Union  is  also 
attempting  to  find  export  markets  for  othor 
commodities,  and  is  considering  the  establish- 
ment of  factories  for  working  np  flax,  spinning, 
weaving,  soap,  manufacture,  «tc.  Five/dopots 
have  been  set  up  in  Lithuania  to  facilitate  .the 
distribution  of  goods  purchased  in  the  country 
or  abroad. 

The  Union  also  forms  the  connecting  link  for 
education  and  propaganda  between  the  various 
societies.  Lectures  have  been  organised' for  the 
members,  and  a journal  entitled  ' Talka  ” — 
which  means  “ Working  Together  ” — is 
published. 


KRUPPS  & COPARTNERSHIP 

SHARE  SCHEME  CONDEMNED. 

The  management  of  Krupps — the  - great 
German  foundry — at  Essen  have  devised  a 
scheme  for  the  allotment  of  special  shares  to 
employees  who  have  been  at  least  five  years  in 
the  service  of  the  firm. 

The  works’  council  at  Krupps,  repfeseutiug- 
the  manual  and  the  non-manual  workers  of  the 
firm,  have  passed  the  following  resolution  with 
regard  to  this  scheme  : — “ Quito  apart  from  the 
fact  fhat  the  influence  of  workmen  shareholders 
iu  the  policy  of  the  firm  will  amount  to  nothing, 
we  regard  the  application  of  this  .scheme  as  a 
great  disadvantage  to  the"  workers’  interests  as 
a whole.  Under  no  circumstances  will  it  con- 
duce to  sound  economio  development  when 
certain  individuals  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
workers  aro  to  be  regarded  as  shareholders. 
This- scheme  will  produce  a conflict  of  interests 
which  will  severely  damage  the  working-class 
as  a whole.  The  feeling  of  solidarity,  which,  in 
our  opinion,  is ’absolutely  essential  among.,  tho 
workers,  will  suffer  a heavy  blow,  and  the 
position  which  manual  and  non-manual  workers 
have  attained  owing  to  their  economic  impor- 
tance will  be  made  more  precarious  than  ever. 
In  view  of  the  severe  injury  to  the  workers’ 
interests  if  copartnership  is  introduced  into 
Krupps,  we  regard  it  as  our  duty  to  recommend 
tho-  workers  whom  we  represent  not  to  accept 
the  scheme' under  a liy  consideration.” 

Tlio  resolution  has  been  endorsed  by  a 
members’  meeting  of  the  Essen  branch  of  the 
German  Metal  Workers’  Union. 


HOW  THEY  DO  IT  IN  GERMANY. 

The  full  co-operative  strength  in  the  locality 
served  by  the  great  “ Produktion  ” Sooiety  of  Ham- 
burg was  recently  mobilised  for  a propaganda  week. 
An  excellent  illustrated  pamphlet  was  distributed 
from  door  to  door  to  the  extent  of  200,000  copies ; 
and  an  exhibition,  showing  to  housewives  the 
variety  of  goo.ds  which  they  could  buy  to  advantage 
from  the  co-operative  stores,  was  a big  feature, 
along  with  a procession,  with  a band  of  music  at  the 
head,  through  tho  streets  of  38  automobiles,  15  of 
which  wore  loaded  with  goods.  Tp  give  tho  best 
impression  of  the  260  shops  of  the  society,  there  was 
a prize  window-dressing  competition. 

The  “ Centrosoyus,"  the  great  Russian  co- 
operative organisation  centering  at  Moscow,  is 
sending  n delegation  to  visit  the  countries  of 
Central  Europe,  and  the  “Centrosoyus”  are 
asking  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance  to 
send  a delegation  to  Russia  to  see  things  co- 
operative for  themselves. 


FRENCH  “ CO-OPERATIVE  COLLEGES.” 

Our  French  comrades  now  rejoice  in  no  lo-s 
than  three,  shall  we  say,  “ Co-operative 
Colleges  ” in  Paris — there  is  the  Chair  of  Co- 
operation in  the  College  of  France  occupied  by 
Professor  Charles  Gide ; the  Chair  of  Organised 
Labour  and  Workmen's  Organisations  at  th^ 
Conservatory  of  Arts  and  Trades,  where  Pro- 
fessor F.  Simiand  lectures  on  Co-operation  ; and 
the  Free  College  of  Social  Science,  where  the 
professor  of  co-operation  is  M.  E.  Poisson.  the 
joint  secretary  of  the  French  National  Federa- 
tion of  Co-operative  Societies. 


ECONOMIC  PRIMER  AS  SERIAL. 

A noteworthy  enterprise  by  the  ” Accion 
CoPperatista,”  the  organ  of  the  Regional 
Federation  of  Catalonian  Cooperatives,  is  the 
publication  in  that  journal  of  the  “ First 
Notions  of  Political  Economy,”  the  new  book 
by  that  master,  Professor  Charles  Gide,  the 
doyen  of  French  co-operators. 


Everyone’s 
Health  Beverage 

Nestis’s  Malted  Milk  is  the  most 
healthful  and  delightful  of  drinks. 
Prepared  from  pure  rich  niilk  and 
fine  malted  wheat  and  barley,  it  is 
an  ideal  food  for  all,  young  or  old 
— full  of  nourishment  and  very 
easily  digested. 

ITU 

MUTED  MILK 

builds  health  for  the  unfit  and 
safeguards  the  strength  of  the 
strong.  Let  everyone  iu  the 
family  have  it.  The  famous 
name  that  it  bears  is  its  sure 
guarantee. 

NESTLE'S,  6-8,  Eastcheap.  E.C.3. 
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C.W.S.  OFFICIAL  NOTES 


HOURS,  WAGES,  AND  flDEALS. 

[l'TtOll  THE  CO-Ol’ERATIVE  PRESS  AGENCY.] 

The  correspondence  which  has  appeared  in  the 
" News  " ip  reference  to  tlie  printing  works  ol 
the  C.W.S.  should  have  been  directed  to  the 
muse  of  tlve  change  which  had  to  be  made  in 
hours  and  wages.  As  was  pointed  out  in  the 
editorial  foot-note  to  last  week’s  letters,  no  good 
purpose  can  be  served  by  setting  up  a dispute 
between  the  Longsight  and  Reddish  factories. 

It  is  not  the  desire  of  the  C.W.S.  to  make 
wages  and  conditions  worse  than  they  are  in  other 
‘vimila-r  establishments,  and  this  has)  not  'been 
done  at  f/ongsight  and  Reddish.  It  lias  been 
simply  a matter  of  placing  these  works  on  the 
standard  trade  union  conditions,  which  may  not 
be  as  good  as  the  establishments  had  previously 
enjoyed.  Heretofore,  the  C.W.S.  had  been  con- 
tent with  terms  of  labour  that  we.r9  better  tlum 
could  be  obtained  under  strict  trade  union  agree- 
ments. It  is  regrettable  that  these  terms  could 
not  'have  been  maintained  without  driving  co- 
operative printing  into  private  channels. 

It  is  the  cause  of  this  regret  that  correspon- 
dents should  have  discussed.  What  is  required 
amongst  us  is  more  oo-operative  stability.  A 
co-operative  printing  works  does  not  compete 
with  outside  trade  because  it  has  to  coniine  itself 
to  co-operative  custom.  Therefore,  the  condi- 
tions it  can  maintain  depend  upon  the  support 
given  to  it  by  those  who  are  part  of  the  co-opera- 
tive system. 

It  is,  after  all,  a very  simple  matter.  If  we 
build  works  for  ourselves  (works  that  can  not  do 
outside  trade),  and  buy  our  manufactured  goods 
from  other  places,  we  must  be  honest  enough  not 
to  expect  direotoikv  to  give  superior  conditions 
to  workpeople,  but  be  surprised  if  they  can 
employ  them  at  all.  The  C.W.S.  can  have  all 
the  ideals  in  the  world,  but  they  cannot  run  fac- 
tories if  those  wlho  own  them  collectively  and 
should  provide  the  custom  desert  them.  Even 
co-operators  cannot  make  bricks  without  straw. 
And  where  it  is  proved  that  by  maintaining 
special  conditions  of  labour,  work  cannot  be 
obtained  because  societies  aooept  the  estimates 
of  factories  where  conditions  are  lower,  it  would 
appear  to  us  that  the  neglect  of  ideals  is  not  all 
on  one  side. 

Cncler  the  older  conditions  of  shorter  hours 
m l bigger  wages,  trade  was  leaving  our  printing 
works  because  their  esrtimafee.  were  undercut  by 
private  printers.  Sinoe  the  conditions  were 
hanged  trade  is  coming  back.  We  say  no  more. 
Ibis  is  a problem  which  the  whole  of  fhe  move- 
n >ut  has  to  settle,  and  not  the  C.W.S.  board' 
alone. 

There  has  been  too  much  loose  talk  about  Ipts 
ol  j deals.  J,et  us  get.  down- to  our  business,,  or 
M>  to  it,  and  if  we  have  anything  to  spend,  spend 
‘ with  ourselves^  cr  anything  to  order,  order  it 
from  ourselves. 

We  can  assure  those  who  are  writing  about  the 
-C.W.S.  and  its  attitude  towards  international 
m '-operative  trading,  that  a deal  of  thought  is 
l ong  given  to  this  subject  to  discover  any  prac- 
tical means  of  developing  it.  The  C.W.S.  used 
no  threat  at  Basle,  as  one  of  the  correspondents 
of  the  ‘-News”  suggested  last  week.  All  that 
they  did  was  to  fight  for  steering  a straight  busi- 
ness course  with  respect  to  trade,  and  to  point 
out  that  if  international  trading  was  not  to  lie 
done  by  business  bodies,  they  as  n business  body 
could  not  take  part  in  it.  As  business  men  they 
felt  they  could  not  risk  tho  capital  of  British 
working-class  oo-opera.tors  in  any  international 
scheme  that  had  not  behind  it  a special  organisa- 
tion of  men  with  praotioal  business  experience. 
This  does  not  mean  that  ideals  would  he  dis- 
pensed with,  but  that  the  practical  and  the  ideal 
would  he  hitched  together,  as  they  must  he  if  co- 
operation is  to  be  a complete  success. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

James  Jones. — We  are  printing  it  in  full  next 
aeek.  Thanks  for  your  appreciation. 


We  are  pleased  to  report  that  Mr.  A.  E. 
Waterson,  M.P.,  is  making  satisfactory  pro- 
gress. His  recent  illness  lias  evoked  widespread 
fcympatiiy  and  kindly  expressions. 

It  is  reported  that  200  of  the  Roval  Arsenal 
Society’s  staff  have  been  laid  Aside  with 
influenza.  The  more  fortunate  ones  on  duty 
arc  doing  their  best  to  carry  on  the  branches 
efficiently. 

Wo  have  been  inundated  with  letters — some 
supporting,  some  criticising — Professor  Hall’s 
recent  observations  on  Reserves  and  Deprecia- 
tions. We  hope  to  collate  the  ohief  points  from 
both  sides  in  next  week’s  “ News.” 


N.tT.D.A.W. — MANCHESTER  EQUITABLE  BRANCH. 
ANNUAL  DELEGATE  MEETING  (NATIONAL  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  SECTION). 

N.W.  DIVISIONAL  ELECTION. 


The  above  branch  have  again  nominated  their  Insurance 
Section’s  Secretary, 


MR.  R.  LYNCH 


os  a candidate  for  the  above  election. 

Ho  is  the  tyoe  ol  man  required  to  look  niter  your  interests 
end  the  interests  of  the  organisation  generally. 

The  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in  soliciting  your  votes 

on  hlJ  lehttU. 

H.  V.  DENTON,  President. 


LIVE  LONG  AND  BE 

HAPPY. 


STABLES  AND  SWEETS. 

CO-OPERATORS  RUN  NO  RISKS. 

[Special.] 

A good  deal  of  publicity  has  been  given  to  the 
statement  made  by  a Birmingham  delegate  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  British  Federation  of  Con- 
fectioners’ Associations,  held  in  Nottingham  last 
week,  that 

tons  of  sweets  distributed  for  sale  in  Bir- 
mingham had  been  made  in  sheds  and  stables. 

Inquiries  in  trade  circles  elicited  the  fact  that 
this  was  not  by  any  means  peculiar  to  Birmingham, 
and  that  it  was  nothing  unusual  for  a man  starting 
the  manufacture  of  sweets  to  begin  in  a shed,  and 
remove,  as  the  trade  grew,  to  more  respectable 
premises.  My  informant  said  he  had  never  heard; 
of  men  setting  up  a sugar  boiler  in  stables  actually 
occupied  by  horses,  hut  he  d£  know  of  ex-service- 
men who  had  made  a beginning  in  lofts  over 
stables.  They  did  not,  as  a rule,  supply  shops  hut 
stalls  on  the  market-place.  It  is,  of  course,  im- 
material where  the  sweets  are  sold ; the  point  is, 
have  they  been  made  under  conditions  which  are' 
not  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  consumer  ? 

So  far  as  co-operators  are  concerned,  the  ques- 
tion should  not  arise.  They  have  set  up  their 
own  works  to  do  this  business,  and  they  can  easily 
satisfy  themselves  to  the  conditions  under 
which  the  sweets  are  manufactured.  Cleanliness  is 
observed  everywhere,  and  only  the  purest  sugar 
and  fruit  essences  are  used. 

There  is  also  another  point  in  favour  of  the  con- 
sumer of  co-operative  sweets,  namely,  the  price. 
The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies  are  the 
cheapest  sellers  in  the  country,  and  they  offer 
terms  to  societies  which  cannot  be  got  from  any 
outside  firm.  First  thoughts  might  place  the  small 
man  before  the  Wholesale  Society  in  the  matter 
of  cheapness  of  production,  because  of  his  methods 
of  production,  which  must  be  more  or  less  primitive. 
Expensive  machinery  being  beyond  his  means,  ho 
lias  to  do  practically  everything  by  hand.  It  is 
here  and  in  his  limited  output  where  he  loses  the 
race  with  the  big  manufacturer.  The  Wholesale 
Societies  are  always  replacing  machinery  to  cheapen 
production,  and  their  output  has  no  limitations 
beyond  those  fixed  by  co-operators  themselves. 

Stables  and  sheds  suggest  dirt  if  not  disease. 
The  suggestion  may  not  hold  good  in  every  case, 
but  parents  who  buy  sweets  at  the  co-operativo 
store  have  a guarantee  that  they  have  been  pro- 
duced under  the  best  possible  conditions  ; and  a3 
the  old  saying  goes,  it  is  better  to  be  sure  than  sorry. 


I.C.A.  EXECUTIVE 

MEETING. 

INTERNATIONAL  BANKING  CONFERENCE. 

ATTITUDE  OF  BRITISH 

FEDERATION. 

The  executive  of  the  International  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance  is  holding  a meeting  at  Brussels 
this  week-end.  The  Russian  and  Georgian 
Famine  Fund  will  be  considered,  and  mattors 
affecting  the  financial  position  of  the  Alliance 
will  also  be  reviewed.  The  latter  is  of  special 
importance  in  view  of  the  many  directions  in 
which  the  activity  of  the  Alliance  is  called  for, 
and  possibly  the  proceedings  at  Brussels  may 
give  a much  needed  stimulus  to  the  generosity 
of  the  societies  towards  the  I.C.A.  The  meeting 
will  also  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  or 
desirable  that  a special  delegation  should  be 
sent  to  Moscow  to  investigate  the  actual 
position  of  the  Russian  co-operative  movement. 

On  Monday  the  representatives  of  central 
co-operative  organisations  will  meet  at  the 
Maison  du  Peuple,  Brussels,  to  diseuss  the 
question  of  International  Co-operative  Banking. 
A report  will  l>e  submitted  by  M.  Gaston  Levy, 
who  introduced  the  subject  at  Basle  Congress, 
and  who  has  summarised  thg  reports  already 
received  from  various  countries.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  the  conference  will  appoint  a small 
committee  to  consider  tho  subject  more  fully, 
and  to  report  when  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  Alliance  meet  at  Milan  in  April. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  at  the  meetjng  of 
the  United  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  in 
Manchester  on  Saturday  last. 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  pre- 
vious meeting,  the  representatives  of  the  Co- 
operative Union  on  the  executive  of  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  had  conferred 
with  the  finance  committees  of  the  two  Whole- 
sale Societies  in  relation  to  tho  questionnaire 
issued  by  the  International  Alliance  regarding 
international  banking.  As  a result  of  the 
deliberations  it  was  reported  that  the  following 
resolution  had  been  adopted:  — 

That  the  time  is  inopportune  . for  the 
establishment  of  an  international 
Bank  because  of  the  chaotic  con- 
dition of  the  finances  of  the  world 
The  view  of  the  Joint  Committee  is 
that  the  co-operators  of  each  country  should 
first  seek  to  establish  and  develop  their 
own  banking  arrangements.  At  some 
future  time  it  might  be  found  possible  for 
such  banks  to  work  together,  or  perhaps 
even  to  federate  for  international  purposes 
iFthe  volume  of  trade  warranted. 


ASTONISHING  AGGREGATION  OF 

THE  AGED. 

DERBY  SOCIETY’S  RECORD. 

Innate  in  human  nature  is  a desire  to  live  as 
long  as  possible  despite  all  the  ills  to  which 
human  flesh  is  lieir.  To  all  who  are  not'  yet 
“ fed  up”  until  income  tax  at  6s.  in  the  pound 
we  would  recommend  membership  of  the  Derby 
Co-operative  Society.  Somehow  the  manage- 
ment there  seem  to  distil  the  elixir  of  life  as 
well  as  dividend.  Wednesday  night  of  last 
week,  for)  instance,  there  was  a Senior 
Members'  New  Year's  Tea  Party,  nt  which  were 
present  some  four  hundred  guests  who  qualified 
through  having  been  members  of  the  society 
since  1884,  that  is,  for  38  consecutive  years! 
Surely  this  must  be  something  like  a record. 

It  was  an  astonishing  assembly  of  hoary,  but 
hearty  old  age.  There  was  a Mr.  Wiggintdn,  for 
instance,  90  years  eld.  Shining  domes  and  vener- 
able beards  sat  Darby  and  Joan  like  n-;xt  to  their 
'‘life  partners  in  the  trim  old-fashioned  black 
bonnets  of  the  passing’  generation.  Happy 
they  were.'  indeed,  laying  in  a new  store  of 
energy  to  last  them  up  to  the  next  New  Year 
gathering,  in  which  they  were  helped  by  a very 
liberal  tea-table,  inspiring  thoughts  from  great 
thinkers  on  the  back  ol  the  programme'— the 
work  of  the  Derby  Printers— cheery  song 
and  nntsic, , -sym pathetic  speeches,  ami  la.si, 
but  not  least,  the  alert  attentions  of  that 
man  ol"  charming  personality,  Mr.  Merchant, 
the  manager. 

“ Must  Be  Getting  On.” 

A distinguished  touch  was  given  to  the 
gathering  by  the  presence  of  a trio  of  nota- 
bilities, which  led  the  chairman,  Mr.  W. 
Warren,  the  president  of  the  society,  to  remark 
that  he  felt  quite  respectable,  having  the  Mayor 
of  Derby  on  one  side  of  him,  and  a member  of 
the  Guiided  Chamber  on  the  other.  “ 1 feel 
that,  after  all,  co-operation  must  be  getting 
on,”  he  said  with  twinkling  eyes  in  his  speech 
of  warm  welcome,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
said  tho  Derby  Society  ” was  nevei  in  a sounder 
and  anore  stable  position  than  to-day.  If  every- 
body who  lives  in  Derby  ioined  the  society,  we 
should  be  able-  to  meet  all  their,  personal  and 
domestic  requirements,  for  we  have  the 
machinery,”  added  Mr.  Warren. 

A Co-operative  League  of  Peoples, 

His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Councillor  W.  R. 
Baynes — who  is  a Labour  candidate  for 
Parliament  with  J.  H.  Thomas - was  ’it 
home  at  once,  for  not  only  was  he  an 
old  employee  of  the  society,  hut  he  is  on 
the  active  members’  list.  He  had  a very  warm 
corner  in  his  heart  for  the  ” Derby  Co-op.,” 
with  which  he  learned  his  trade.  ” Don't  be 
afraid  of  the  expansion  of  the  idea  of  co-opera- 
tion,” lie  went  on  to  say.  “ We  haven’t  yet 
learned  all  that  is  possible  of  co-operation,”  he 
said.  ” We  have  a world-wide  co-operative 
movement,  and  why  not  the  co-operation  of  the 
whole  world  in  a League  of  Peoples,  a league  of 
organisations  for  the  co-operative  working  of 
the  industries  and  the  distribution  of  the 
necessities  of  life.” 

A Lord's  Tribute. 

“ The  evergreen  Lord  Roe,”  as  the  chairman 
termed  him — he  is  in  his  89th  year — now  put 
aside  lus  cigarette  and  lose  to  speak  alertly, 
smiling.  Here  was  the  man  who.  as  Mr. 
Warren  reminded  them,  had  been  with  them 
on  manv  occasions,  and  had  given  a long  life 
of  service  to  Derby  as  Town  Councillor,  Aider- 
man,  Mayor,  Member  of  Parliament,  and  now 
was  in  "‘the  political  holy  of  holies.”  His 
Lordship  at  once  topped  anybody  elfio’s  reminis- 
cences by  saying  he  remembered  when  ” Jerry  ” 
Brooks  had  a building  in  Upper  Brook-street, 
the  first  place  engaged  for  the  co-operative 
society.  ‘‘It  is  quite  true,”  he  said,  ‘‘that 
the  co-operative  societies  are  doing  a great 
work;  and  they  never  rose  to  the  occasion 
better  than  they  did  during  the  war  in  providing 
food,  when  they  did  manage  to  make  a lot  of 
the  suffering  people  happy  and  comfortable.  I 
believe  this  society  has  shown  to  the  town  of 
Derby  a willingness  to  improve  the  condition  of 
the  people  belonging  to  tho  society  by  providing 
food  and  articles  of  dress  equal,  to  anything  that 
can  be  purchased  in  the  shops  of  the  town.” 

Economics  and  Circumstances. 

Mr.  George  Thorpe,  J.P.,  the  president  of 
the  C.W.S.,  introduced  as  ” a worthy  successor 
of  great  co-operators,”  in  happy  vein  gave  due 
honour  to  “the  distinguished  citizens  of 
Derby  "—the  veterans  in  the  society's  member- 
ship before  him,  the  chairman,  Lord  Roe,  and 
Mr.  Merchant,  who  had  ” a great  position  in 
a great  commercial  concern,”  and  who  was  “ a 
great  manager.”  (Applause.)  To  have  so 
many  people  who  had  38  years  of  continuous 
membership  to  their  credit  showed  that  they 
must’  have  been  well  fed  and  well  clothed  by 
their  society.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  genial  presi- 
dent went  on  to  say  that  if  we  want  to  build  up 
a strong  race  of  men  and  women  it  was  essential 
that  their  economic  position  should  be  such  as 
to  enable  them  to  overcome  circumstances  by 
which  they  were  handicapped. 

Other  notable  guests  were  Mr.  Jackson,  the 
manager  of  the  C.W.S.  agricultural  department: 
Councillor  A.  Tapping,  a prominent  co-operative 
worker;  Mr.  T.  Unsworth,  of  the_  board  of 
nYanagement.  who  spoke  on  the  society's  great 
milk  enterprise ; Mr.  S.  Smithard,  who  became 
a member  of  the  society  in  1862;  and  Mr.  R. 
Bullivant,  who  was  on  the  conimittee  of  manage- 
ment 30  years  ago. 

The  guests  were  entertained  with  song  and 
dance  and  orchestral  music  while  wooing  Lady 
Nicotine. 


FARE  POOLING. 

TO  BE  CONTINUED  BY  THE 

CHORAL  ASSOCIATION. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  AT 

LONG  EATON. 

The  annual  meeting  of  tho  Midland  Section 
Choral  Association  was  held  at  Long  Eaton  on 
Saturday.  Mr.  E.  Marlow  (Kettering,  president) 
occupying  the  chair. 

Tho  report  cave  a resum6  of  the  year’s  work, 
and  mentioned  that  for  the  future  the  Association 
had  decided  to  work  in  conjunction  • with  tho 
sectional  board  by  holding  the  senior  festival  with 
the  demonstration  in  the  autumn.  It  is  just 
twenty  years  since  the  formation  of  the  Associa- 
tion by  a sectional  conference  at.  Lincoln,  where 
Mr.  D.  M 'Innes  read  a paper  on  the  subject. 

Balance  Sheet  and  Officers. 

The  balance  sheet  showed  a deficit  ol  about 
£16  on  the  year’s  working  ; the  loss  on  junior  and 
senior  festivals  being  about  £18  each.  It  is  hoped 
a, grant  will  be  received  from  the  British  Federation 
of  Competitive  Musical  Festivals,  with  which  the 
Association  is  affiliated. 

The  election  of  officers  took  place,  and  all  were 
re-elected.  It  has  been  customary  for  the  president 
and  vice-president  to  hold  office  for  two  years  ; 
and  Messrs,  fallow  and  J.  T.  Marriott  (Leicester, 
vice-president/)  were  elected  last  year,  Messrs. 
C.  Marshall  and  T.  H.  Edinborough,  both  of  Long 
Eaton,  are  the  joint  honorary  secretaries ; Mr.  A. 
Webster  (Annesley  Woodhouse)  is  the  treasurer  ; 
and  Messrs.  S.  Cox  (Ilkeston)  and  S.  H.  Scottoii 
(Derby)  arc  the  auditoYs. 

Pooling  Fares. 

The  pooling  of  travelling  fares,  adopted  for  the 
first  time  at  Derby,  proved  highly  satisfactory, 
and  the  meeting  decided  to  continue  the  system  as 
a permanent  arrangement  for  all  festivals.  This  was 
a highly  important  matter,  as  the  invitations  for 
junior  festivals  were  received  from  Peterborough 
and  Long  Eaton.  Derby  delegates  pointed  out  that 
without  such  a system  they  would  have  to  vote  . for 
Long  Eaton,  as  their  quota  to  the  fares  at  last 
festival,  although  tl\ey_  were  at  home,  was  £14. 

Junior  Contests. 

It  was  decided  to  accept  Peterborough  for  the 
junior  contests,  and  the  date  was  fixed  for  Saturday. 
April  8th.  Tho  test  pieces  were  chosen  for  tho 
respective  classes  : — Choirs  of  thirty  voices  ; girls' 
solo  (up  to  thirteen  years  of  age) ; solo  for  girls, 
thirteen  to  sixteen  ; and'  for  boys,  up  to  sixteen  ; 
and  duet,  with  same  age  limit  as  that,  is  the  maxi- 
mum age  at  which  any  juniors  are  allowed  to  tako 
part. 


PRICES  AND  DIVIDEND. 

INTERESTING  DETAILS  DISCUSSED  AT 
DERBY. 

At  the  Derby  Men’s  Guild,  on  Saturday  last, 
Mr.  E.  Merchant  (manager)  gave  an  instructive 
address  on  “ Co-operative  Society  Management.” 
There  was  a good  attendance,  several  membere  of 
the  Women’s  Guild  being  present ; and  Mr.  Redgatc 
(the  newly-elected  president)  was  in  tho  chair. 

In  .ho  course  of  Mr.  Merchant’s  address  the 
list  of  twenty-one  articles  in  the  “ Producer  ” 
was  given,  showing  the  prices  in  December,  1921, 
compared  with  twelve  months  previous.  Mr. 
Merchant  stated  that  the  Derby  Society  had  os 
many  as  sixty  articles  reduced  in  price  in  one  day. 
which  went  to  provo  the  statement  in  the  “Grocer” 
that  1921  was  the  most  difficult  year  in  their 
existence.  . 

So  far  as  the  dairy  was  concerned  every  year 
had  been  a record  from  its  inception,  and  last 
year  the  sales  had  exceeded  1,000,000  gallons,  at 
an  average  price  of  3d.  per  quart  less  than  the 
previous  winter.  The  society  was  purchasing 
milk  from  no  less  than  ninety  farmers. 

He  deprecated  the  practice  of  drawing  from  the 
reserve  fund  in  order  to  maintain  the  dividend, 
as  this  would  not  ultimately  lead  to  the  growth  of' 
the  co-operative  spirit.  He  did  not  consider  tho 
dividend  coming  down  from  2s.  6d.  to  Is.  6d.  and 
then  Is.  4d.  kept  people  from  joining  the  society, 
as  their  membership  had  increased  ; and  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  lowering  of  the  dividend  would 
not  stop  the  progress  of  co-operation. 


It  is  with  regret  that  we  have  to  record  the 
death  of  Mr.  John  Dakin,  the  senior  represeu- 
tatri  o of  the  Excelsior  Boot  Productive  Society. 
Mr.  Dakin  was  well  known  and  highly  respected 
in  co-operative  circles  throughout  the  country, 
but  partieularlv  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire. 
The  Excelsior  Boot  Society  has  sustained  a 
great  loss,  whilst  the  movement  is  poorer  by 
the  death  of  a devoted  and  sincere  co-operator. 
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THE  TROUBLOUS  TIMES. 


While  there  are  clearly  distinguishable  signs  of  better 
times  ahead,  there  is  equally  clear  evidence  of  very  serious 
distress  all  over  the  country-. 

Everybody  seems  to  be  affected  by  the  present  conditions. 
Even  the  wealthiest  members  of  our  aristocracy  are  being 
bit.  During  the  past  two  three  weeks  we  have  seen 
announcements  that  blue-blooded  gentlemen,  who  have 
thriven  gloriously  up  till  recently  on  their  rents  and  their 
royalties,  have  been  forced,  by  the  existing  state  of  the 
country’s  finance,  to  close  up  ancestral  halls  Aid  betake 
themselves  to  furnished  lodgings  in  the  cities,  because  they 
canuot  afford  to  maintain  their  usual  mode  of  living.  There 
is  a good  deal  of  camouflage  about  such  announcements  . 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  these  people,  and  many  others, 
are  feeling  the  pinch.  We  know  that  poverty  is  a comparative 
state.  One  man  has  to  defer  a holiday  in  Egypt  or  abandon 
his  yachting  cruise  because  he  cannot  very  well  afford  either, 
and  he  rails  at  the  fate  which  condemns  him  to  such  poverty. 
Another  has  to  go  without  home  and  see  his  wifp  and  children 
without  food  because  of  poverty.  A " tightness  of  money  ” 
means  simply  a few  luxuries  less  for  one  ; it  means  want  and 
starvation  and  sometimes  death  for  another. 

There  is  a great  deal  of  the  latter  kind  of  poverty  at  present. 
Idle  mines,  idle  factories  stand  like  spectres  of  the  prosperous 
pa6t  in  many  districts  ; and  the  latest  returns  of  unemploy- 
ment show  that  the  situation  has  grown  actually  worse  during 
the  past  few  weeks. 

All  this  affects  our  co-operative  societies.  Widespread, 
unemployment  means  less  money  to  purchase  necessaries 
with  ; the  sale  of  necessaries  goes  down,  and  those  who 
sell  and  produce  necessaries  are  then  added  to  the  ranks  of  the 
unemployed.  It  seems  paradoxical  to  say  that  people  have 
to  go  without  “ necessaries."  But  the  cold,  brutal  fact  is 
there.  People  are  actually  going  without  what  is  essential 
to  their  health  and  life  and,  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  we  find 
working  men — like  those  who  are  associated  with  the  Clubs 
and  Institutes  Union — pushing  forward,  as  a first-class  elec- 
toral issue,  the  reduction  of  flic  price  of  Beer.  Surely  at 
such  a time  there  are  other  things  more  vital  to  the  nation’s 
welfare  to  which  even  the  Clubs  and  Institutes  could  turn 
their  attention. 

Needless  to, say,  co-operative  societies  feel  the  brunt  of 
the  whole  wave  of  depression.  There  is  not  a single  society 
that  has  not  been  affected  ; for  those  who  are  members  of 
co-operative  societies  are  chiefly  working  people,  and  the 
economic  conditions  of  the  workers  do  not  usually  afford  much 
of  a reserve  to  fall  back  upon  in  times  of  distress  except  what 
the  mo\  cment  has  saved  for  them.  To  say  that  co-operative 
societi  have  all- been  affected,  however,  is  but  to  recall,  in 
a modified  way.  the  comparative  state  of  poverty.  All 
societies  are  affected  ; but  some  societies  are  affected  very 
seriously,  and  these  are,  naturally,  those  situated  in  the 
districts  which  have  beep  most  severely  hit  by  unemployment. 

A few  weeks  ago,  we  printed  a special  article  showing  how 
heroically  societies  in  South  Wales  had  held  up  the  flag  and 
sustained  their  members  at  the  same  time.  It  is  at  a time  like 
this  that  we  lflay  visualise  the  advantage — whatever  the 
disadvantage — of  having  a great  national  society  whose 
resources  might  be  pooled  in  a time  of  trouble  so  that  there 
might  be  equality  of  sacrifice.  We  know  enough  about  the 
movement  to  be  convinced  that  if  any  society  should  be 
threatened  with  disaster,  co-operative  solidarity  will  prove 
equal  to  the  occasion,  and  that  such  a society  will  have  the 
generous  help  of  all  who  are  less  seriously  affected. 

Such  generous  help  would  be  characteristic  of  the  move- 
ment ; but  generosity,  like  charity,  covers  a multitude  of 
sins.  We  do  not  like  the  charitable  donations  of  the  man 
who  sweats  his  workers.  We  like  him  to  be  just  and  loyal 
to  principles  of  justice 

So,  in  the  present  stress,  while  generosity  to  a society  in 
trouble  would  be  expected  and  welcomed  when  occasion  arose, 
it  would  not  free  individual  co-operators  aud  co-operative 
societies  alike  from  the  reproach  that  generosity  would  be 
less  needed  if  the  organised  purchasing  power  of  Co-operators 
was  loyally  behind  co-operative  productive  establishments 
and  co-operative  stores  to  enable  them  to  multiply  the 
advantages  that  could  be  given  to  members  whose  resources 
are  almost  at  vanishing  point. 

That  reproach  would  be  but  a mild  reproach  compared 
with  what  we  have  to  reserve  for  others.  It  would  not  be 
•Just,  perhaps,  to  say  that  any  individual,  however  wealthy 
or  exalted,  u pleased  with  the  present  state  of  affairs  or  gloats 
over  the  poverty  that  is  ravaging  the  country  ; but  it  is 
true  to  say  that’ individualism-  selfishness,  if  a more  explicit 
word  is  required — is  so  much  part  of  the  nature  of  those  who 
command  the  world’s  finances  that  almost  even-body  involved 
in  financial  operations  of  any  magnitude  is  so  bent  on  the  best 
possible  personal  aggrandisement,  and  so  reluctant  to  make 
sacrifice,  that  the  whole  of  our  exchange  and  trade  system 
has  been  hereby  brought  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  The  system 
will  not  improve,  till  that  selfishness  is  uprooted.  It  serves 
no  purpose  for  these  people  to  blame  the  workers  for  insisting 
upon  impossible  wages  and  for  striking  unless  they  got  them. 
The  workers  in  that  respect  were  but  following  the  pace  set  for 
them  by  their  masters.  When  the  war  broke  «>  .t,  the  workers 
were  amenable  to  almost  nnv  com  promise  with  tneir  employers; 


but  they  saw  prices  rushed  up  needlessly  : they  saw  that  there 
was  no  slackening  in  the  demand  for  the  pound  of  profit  ; 
and  they  tuned  their  own  pipes  accordingly. 

The  past  is  most  useful  for  its  lessons  ; and  we  hope  the 
bitter  lesson  of  the  fatuity  of  strife  between  nation  and  nation 
and  between  class  and  class  has  been  learned.  Such  strife 
has  always  been  denounced  by  co-operators.  Co-operators 
have  always  insisted  that  wars  and  enmities  and  hatreds  are 
anathema  because  they  are  bad  in  themselves  and  because 
they  and  their  effects  poison  the  very  roots  of  social  progress . 
The  co-operative  movement  has  no  responsibility  for  the 
present  state  of  affairs  which  arises  from  causes  and  from  a 
spirit  that  the  movement  lias  always  denounced  All  that 
the  movement  can  do  now  is  call  upon  co-operators  every- 
where to  unite  their  efforts  to  tide  over  the  present  distressful 
period,  to  make  the  movement  stronger  so  that  people  will 
never  again  be  subjected  to  the  miseries  they  have  suffered 
during  the  past  seven  years,  and  to  educate  a nation  that  will 
choose  the  path  of  co-operation  rather  than  the  path  of 
competition  which  has  led  the  world  to  the  present  disastrous 
plight.  < 

TOWARDS  IRISH  UNITY. 


Ix  an  article  on  the  first  page  of  this  issue  Mr.  Smith-Gordon 
indicates  the  probable  course  of  co-operative  development  in 
Ireland  under  the  new  regime.  It  is  a subject  with  regard 
to  which  a good  deal  of  curiosity  is  felt  by  co-operators  on 
this  side  of  the  water. 

Future  developments  are  naturally  bound  up  with  the  new 
constitution  which  the  Treaty  will  establish,  and  already  the 
signs,  from  the  political  point  of  view,  are  beginning  to  be 
very  hopeful.  The  Provisional  Government  has  begun  splen- 
didly. Its  first  administrative  act  was  to  avert,  or  at  least 
to  postpone,  a railway  strike.  Its  second  act  was  also  excel- 
lent. Through  Mr.  Micffael  Collins,  it  concluded  with  the 
North,  through  Sir  James  Craig,  an  agreement  under  which 
ttfe  two  governments  undertake  to  settle  between  themselves 
the  boundary  question  ; the  Southern  boycott  of  Northern 
goods  and  the  Belfast  shipyard  feud  are  both  to  cease  . aud 
the  two  governments  are  to  co-operate  in  devising  some  mou. 
suitable  method  of  dealing  with  matters  affecting  the  whole 
of  Ireland  than  the  Council  of  Ireland.  An  agreement  of  th.it 
sort  seemed  almost  impossible  a week  or  two  ago,  and  i! 
acceptance  is  one  of  the  happiest  auguries  friends  of  the  Irish 
people  have  seen.  The  raising  of  the  boycott  of  Belfast  good- 
and  the  withdrawal  of  the  embargo  upon  Catholic  workmen 
in  the  shipyards  will  probably  have  the  effect  of  putting  a a 
end  to  the'  disturbances  which  have  existed  in  Belfast,  on  ami 
off.  since  July.  1920,  with  deplorable  results  to  life  ami 
property. 

Upon  the  purely  political  aspects  of  the  agreement  we  m-c  1 
nut.  comment,  but  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  good  work  s . 
auspiciously  begun  may  continue  until  every  cause  of  friction 
between  the  North  and  South  is  eradicated.  By  the  lifting  of 
the  boycott  co-operators  in  the  North  will  be  able  to  semi 
their  goods^'reely  to  every  district  in  Ireland,  and  the  danger 
wrhich  appeared  --ery  real  nt  one  time— of  a split  in  the  Irish 
co-operative  movement  has  been  avoided. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  critical  and  dangerous  time 
Irish  co-operators  ol  all  creeds  and  classes  have  met  in  con- 
ference in  a spirit  of  amity,  almost  without  a single  jarring 
note,  and  we  may  feel  sure  that  a movement  which’  can  thus 
rise  above  party  is  destined  to  play  a great  part  in  the  re- 
generation of  the  country.  From  the  co-operative  point  of 
view,  the  situation  in  Ireland  presents  immense  possibilities 

It  is  too  soon  yet  to  speak  of  the  effects  which  impending 
legislation  will  make  upon  the  co-operative  movement  in 
Ireland,  but  w’e  may  be  sure  that  the  bonds  which  have  united 
the  co-operators  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  will  be 
strengthened  rather  than  diminished  by  such  changes. 

We  agree  with  Mr.  Smith-Gordon  that  the  tendency  will 
be  towards  a central  co-operative  federation  for  the  whole  of 
Ireland— -it  seems  but  a natural  development.  Ireland  will 
be  entitled  to  membership  of  the  League  of  Nations  in  her 
own  right,  as  Canada  is  ; and  presumably  will  be  entitled  to 
national  status  in  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance 
We  anticipate  that  under  vthe  new  order  a great  fillip  will  be 
given  to  Irish  productive  enterprise,  particularly  along  co- 
operative lines,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  so.  These  changes  open 
up  great  possibilities  of  trade  between  the  co-operative  > - 
ganisations  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  ; and  the  v...y 
is  being  cleared  for  a highly  valuable  demonstration  o!  - 
cessful  international  co-operation. 

The  circumstances  are  such  that  a heart-to-heart  talk  right 
now  might  do  all  the  good  in  the  world  It  prospect-  me 
bright  in  Ireland,  depend  upon  it  that  capitalist  ••peculat 
wifi  alight  there,  not  as  single  spies,  but  in  battalions.  )’<  ! ■:. 
that  happens  co-operators  ought  to  stake  out  their  el. tin:  . 
and  steps  should  be  taken  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  to 
hold  a conference  of  representatives  from  the  Irish,  Fnglish, 
and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies,  the  Co-operative  Union, 
and  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  at  which  the:  • 
might  be  devised  a modus  operandi  that  would  be  i<»  the 
mutual  advantage  of  the  producers  and  consumers  in  the 
Sister  Isles. 


OUR  NEW  SERIAL  STORY 

BEGINS  NEXT  WEEK. 
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NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

The  “ bottom  dogs  ” of  rural  England  wijl* lament  the  death  of  Mr. 
K.  E.  Green,  who  has  been  to  them  what  Upton  Sinclair  and  Whitcing 
Williams  has  been  to  the  bottom  dogs  ” in  other  industrial  spheres. 
F.  E.  Green  pursued  bis  campaign  for  the  regeneration  of  the  rural 
worker  almost  with  the  fervour  of  a zealot.  He  went  down  to  the  land, 
lived  the  agricultural  life,  and  his  crusade  for  reform  was  carried  on 
llirough  “A  Few  Acres  and  a Cottage,”  “ The  Awakening  of  England,” 
‘ The  Tyranny  of  the  Countryside,”  “ The  History  of  the  Agricultural 
Labourer,”  his  “ New  Agricultural  Policy  ” and  other  books  which 
have  been  reviewed  in  the  columns  of  the  11  News.”  During  the  long 
illness  whioh  terminated  fatally  last  week  he  wrote  a new  “ Life  of 
Cobbett,”  which,  it  is  said,  runs  to  about  20,000  words.  It  was  an 
appropriate  and,  we  are  certain,  a congenial  task  for  one  who  might 
be  regarded  as  a disciple  of  Cobbett.  Mr.  Green’s  contributions  to  the 
“ Co-operative  Nows  ” and  the  “ Millgate  Monthly  ” were  always  read 
with  interest.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  North  British  Railway.  Goods  Station  at  Glasgow,  where  fire 
raged  for  several  days  at  the  week-end,  causing  the  loss  of  five  lives 
and  damages  exceeding  a million,  stood  about  three  hundred  yards 
away  from  the  big  warehouse  of  the  Glasgow  Co-operative  Drapery  and 
Furnishing  Society,  better  known  as  the  “ I).  and  F.”  The  station 
occupied  a historic  site,  for  on  it  the  Glasgow  Umversity  stood  for  more 
than  300  years  till  the  present  university  buildings  were  opened  at 
Kelvingrove  in  1870.  In  the  old  High-street  University  James  Watt 
completed  Ids  researches  which  meant  so  much  to  tin  industrial  world, 
and  Adam  Smith  thought  out  his  “ Wealth  of  Nations.”  Of  eccle- 
siastics, John  Knox  and  Archbishop  Tait  of  Canterbury  were  among 
the  best  known  of  those  who  studied  there;  and  Lord  Kelvin  and 
Lord  Lister  were  both  students  and  teachers  in  the  old  halls. 

The  General  Secretary  of  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade  was  the 
writer  of  an  aitiole,  in  the  “ Manchester  Guardian  Commercial  ” last 
week,  dealing  with  the  exemption  of  co-operative  societies  from  the 
corporation  profits  tax.  The  heading  of  the  ^article  was  misleading. 
Co-operative  societies  are  not  exempted  from  the  tax.  For  the  current 
year  the  only  exemption  that  applies  is  exemption  from  tax  upon 
profits  where  these  profits  or  surpluses  arise  from  the  trading  of  a 


properly  registered  society  with  its  own  members.  For  the  last 
financial  year  even  that  exemption  did  not  apply.  The  writer  of  the 
article  based  objection  to  the  exemption  on  the  historic  Reservation 
signed  by  members  of  the  Royal  Commission,  including  the  co-opera- 
tive member  of  the  Commission ; and  he  quoted  from  the  Chancellor’s 
specoh  to  show  that  the  minority  agreed  that  if  there  was  a special 
tax  levied  upon  corporations  as  such,  as  in  America,  co-operative 
societies  would  be  liable.  But  the  corporations  profits  tax  he  defends 
is  not  the  corporation  tax  of  America  as  so  close  an  ob.-erver  as  the 
writer  of  that  article  ought  to  know.  His  argument,  therefore,  falls, 
as  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain's  fell,  when  he  admitted  that  he  ought 
not  to  have  represented  the  position  of  the  minority  of  the  Commission 
as  ho  did.  It  is  equally  useless  to  refer  to  the  field  of  revenue  which 
co-operative  trading  withdraws  from  taxation.  Is  the  temperance 
movement  taxed  because  its  activities  deprive  the  State  of  revenue  ? 
The  corporation  profits  tax  will  probably  disappear  in  the  next  Budget, 
if  it  is  to  be  an  election  Budget,  in  order  to  placate  Big  Business— just 
as  E.P.D.  was  dropped — but  that  will  not  take  co-operators  out  of  the 
wood.  We  shall  be  surprised  if  the  Chambers  of  Trade  and  the  Fede- 
ration of  British  Industries  do  not  make  another  big  effort  to  make 
co-operative  dividends  assessable  for  income  tax.  Our  societies  must 
organise  against  that ; and  they  must  show  the  vigour  of  f heir  organisa- 
tion at  the  general  election.  , * * 

Even  Popes  are  not  immune  from  the  “ thousand  natural  shocks 
that  flesh  is  heir  to,”  and  the  death  of  Benedict  XV.  was  but  the  death 
of  one  of  the  many  smitten  with  influenza  and  its  attendant  afflictions. 
Into  the  life  and  character  of  Pope  Benedict,  as  an  ecclesiastical  doctor, 
it  is  not  our  lousiness  to  penetrate  ; but  as  the  head  of  one  of  the  biggest 
international  organisations  in  the  world  ho  was  a figure  of  world-wide 
historic  interest.  He  was  younger,  when  elected,  than  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors, except  the  famous  Pius  IX. ; but  none  of  those  who  held 
his  office  reigned  through  suoh  a period  of  upheaval — a period  in  which 
civilisation  itself  was  endangered.  Pius  VII.,  who  died  almost  a 
century  ago,  had  barely  been  elected  when  Napoleon  crossed  the  Alps, 
and  there  followed,  during  his  reign,  such  historic  battles  as  Hoben- 
linden,  Austerlitz,  Trafalgar.  Jena,  Corunna,  and  Waterloo.  But 
during  four  years  of  Benedict’s  pontificate  there  was  a Waterloo  nearly 
every  week,  and  there  wero  millions  of  his  communion  fighting  on  both 
sides  while  the  war  raged.  His  appeal  for  peace  on  the  occasion  of 
the  first  anniversary  of  the  outbreak  of  war  was  a historio  document 


winch  proved  too  bold  to  be  valued  at  the  time  even  by  members,  of 
his  own  flock.  Lord  Curzon,  on  behalf  of  the  British  Governments 
lifts  telegraphed  to  Romo  an  expression  of  sympathy  in  which  he 
described  the  late  Pope  ns  having  shown  himselt  “ so  consistent  a 
friend  of  peace  and  so  firm  an  advocate  of  the  moral  bro^ierhootl  of 
mankind.”  It  is  a tribute  to  bo  envied:  and  it  corresponds  with 
tributes  paid  by  statesmen  of  countries  that  were  at  war  with  us. 
It  is  specially  gratifying  to  know  that  the  late  Pope  had  a friendly 
interest  in  the  co-operative  movement,  as  befitted  one  who  had  spont 
part  of  his  life  working  upon  a farm  with  Genoese  peasants.  Not 
long  ago,  it  will  be  remembered,  we  recorded  in  the  “News”  the 
establishment  of  a co-operative  society  at  the  Vatican  itself  of  which 
a number  of  the  ecclesiastical  dignitaries — probably  including  the 
Pope  himself — were  members.  ... 

If  Mr.  ‘Lloyd  George  and  Mr.  Austen  Chamborlain  were  shooked  to 
find  that  people  rvere  seriously  talking  about  the  possibility  of  a general 
election,  they  must  fall  back  upon  the  agents  of  their  own  parties  whose 
activities Jn  the  constituencies  did  more  than  anything  else  to  create 
the  election  scare.  And  there  are  some  who  are  still  convinced  that 
the  February  election  was  more  than  a “scare”;  that,  in  fact,  it 
would  have  been  a fact  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  blunt  outburst  of 
Sir  George  Younger.  Tory  and  Liberal  C mlit  ion  organs  now  rccogph 0, 
as  they  ought  to  have  recognised  before,  that  thcr  are  certain  things 
that  most  be  done  before  the  general  election  can  decently  be  called. 
The  chief  of  these  things  is  to  legalise  the  Provisional  Government  of 
Ireland  in  accordance  with  the  Treaty  signed  on  behalf  of  the  British 
nation.  That  will  take  till  nearly  tho  end  of  March  ; and  even  if  tb«> 
work  were  completed  oarlier  than  that,  it  would  be  monstrous  to  bold 
a goneral  election  with  the  Genoa  Conference  of  all  the  European 
nations  in  progress.  Further  than  that,  it  would  scarcely  be  playing 
anybody’s  game  to  dissolve  Parliament  just  when  the  Budget  is  due  ; 
so  that  the  election — unless  some  responsible  person  in  the  Conservative 
ranks  in  Parliament  treads  too  heavily  on  the  Prime  Minister’s  tendcrest 
corn— Will  probably  take  place  about  the  end  of  April  or  the  beginning 
of  May.  The  Budget  will  then  loom  large  in  the  campaign.  In  such 
circumstances  there  will  be  a bid  for  popularity  to  tho  extent  of  u 
reduction  of  taxation,  and  we  doubt  if  the  Prime  Minister  will  tolerate 
a tax  on  co-operative  funds  or  an  attack  upon  educational  expenditure 
in  a Budget  upon  which  an  election  is  to  be  fought.  However  these 
conjectures  may  turn  out,  we  have  to  be  prepared  to  fight. 


SHORT  STUDY , 


APOLLO  IN  ANCOATS. 


A STUDY  IN 
CONTRASTS. 


By  NICHOLAS  SNOWE. 


The  world  is  full  of  towns  and  cities  that  are 
attended  in  varying  degrees  by  romance,  and 
towns  and  cities  with  varying  degrees  of 
realism.  But  there  is  in  the  North  of  England 
a place  that  blends  romance  and  realism  in  a 
manner  undreamed  of  among  cities  that  are 
glamorous  al.va.YB,  or  towns  whose  starkness 
never  knows  relief.  It  is  a place  called 
Ancoafcs,  tkat  sprawls  on  the  northern  edgo  of 
Manchester. 

Now  the  lowest  slums  of  continental  cities 
may  bo  dirtier  than  Aneoats,  tout  not  half  jo 
greasy  and  sticky  is  the.  grime  rtf  anv  place  in 
the  world.  Nowhere  do  the  smuts  and  fog- 
flabee  fall  so  thickly.  There  is  no  fog  like  a 
genuine  Aneoats  fog,  for  it  is  a black,  choking, 
blinding  fog  which  causes  the  oldest  inhabitant 
to  sit  down  upon  a damp  doorstep  in  despair. 

So  much  for  the  realism  of  Aneoats.  And  yet. 
although  the  district,  with  its  scarred  and 
grimly  furrowed  face,  is  often  loathsome  and 
repulsive  beyond  an  outsider’s  imagining,  there 
are  times  when  that  face  puts  o.  a smile,  lights 
up,  and  shows  itself  as  something  so  different 
that  even  one  who  has  passed^  his  life  then 
gazes  about  him  in  wonderment,  so  fresh  i-  the 
effect  of  the  change,  so  romantic.  . 

One  afternoon  I beheld  a scene  in  Aneoats 
that,  with  all  a northerner’s  obstinacy,  I vow 
could  not  be  equalled  anywhere  among  the 
world’s  cities.  It  was  the  sunset  time,  and  tho 
sky*  was  an  exquisite,  shimmering  doth  of 
green.  At  the  horizon  line — dingy  houses, 
smoking  chimneys,  warehouses,  and  factories 
are  all  the  horizon  line  that  Aneoats  people  over 
view  the  green  was  deep,  while  a.s  it  spread 
over  the  sky  it  grew  paler,  transparent,  and 
more  delicately  veneered.  On  this  background 
the  sun  had  laid  his  brightest  colours  in  bars 
and  splashes,  until  tho  whole  sky  was  n.s  if  the 
rainbows  of  all  the  storms  since  the  world's 
dawn  had  gathered  there.  Far  across  the’ green 
were  fiery  flakes  that  changed  as  I watched 
from  orange  to  chrome,  vermillion,  and  hack  to 
burning  gold.  A violet  mist  floated  softly 
southward,  and  from  this  mist  tiiiY  clouds 
detached  themselves  and  glided  slowly  away, 
catching  the  sinking  sun-rays  as  thev  moved 
along,  softening  into  ruby,  flaming  to  topaz, 
melting  to  more  colours  than  men  have  yet 
named. 

1 saw  no  scene  for  more  than  its  install l . and 
no  scene  came  twice  before  me.  Xor  did  those 
rich,  proud  colours,  Tho  violet  changed  to  rose 
and  back  to  a different  violet,  that  became  deep 
indigo  as  I tried  to  name  it.  The  gold  turned 
to  blood-red,  and  flashed  into  an  orange  yellow 
that  faded  at  once  into  frosted  lemon  yellow — 
frosted  as  if  the  sun-fires  were  being  \ t iled  by 
some  thick  mist.  The  resemblance  to  some  dis- 


tant land  in  all  its  softened  perspective  was 
perfect ; before  me  was  a celestial  country,  with 
mountains  of  gorgeous  flowers,  fields  of  gold, 
and  skies  of- precious  jewels. 

And  then,  of  n.  sudden,  as  my  eyes  were  mar- 
velling against- the  vision  there  came  a swift 
change.  The  fires  flickered  ; a dull  grey  curtain 
began  to  fall  slowly.  . . . Almost  before  I 

could  believe  tit  that  golden  land  was  a desert 
of  ashes,  with  gloomy  forbidding  mountains 
and  pa  relied  appalling  plains. 

A moment  ago,  and  I was  in  ecstasy,  No.v 
sounded  a swiftly  approaching  roar,  the  harsh 
clanging  of  a hell.,  and  new  flashing  lights  below 
the  horizon.  It  was  an  electric  car  passing  with 
its  rattling  hideousness.  And  as  it  passed  the 
Jarring  notes  of  a barrel-organ  in  front  of  a 
dingy  public-house  smote  my  ears,  and  . . . 

I was  in  ecstasy  no  longer. 

I was  in  Aneoats, 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


' Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

Mr.  George  W.  Russell,  the  editor  of  the 
“ Irish  Homestead.”  has  been  explaining  the. 
new  economic  prospects  of  Ireland  at  an  Irish 
Race  Convention  held  in  Paris  this  week.  The 
Convention  would  probably  have  beeu  held  in 
Dublin,  but  when  arrangements  were  being 
made,  the  disturbed  relations  between  England 
and  Ireland  gave  rise  to  the  fear  that  the  Con- 
vention might  have  been  proclaimed.  Dele- 
gates have  been  present  from  all  parts  of  the 
world  where  there  are  Irish  organisations. 

The  Prime  Minister,  talking  about  the 
Geddes  Axe  on  Saturday,  warned  his  audience 
that  there  were  “ nails  in  the  wood.”  I hope 
co-operators  will  drive  a few  more  big,  tough 
nails  into  those  parts  of  the  wood  upon  which 
rests  the  national  ‘services  won  for  the-  common 
people  by  the  coramou  people’s  own  strenuous 
efforts.  * » ♦ ♦ 

Mr.  J.  E.  Sutton,  the  Labour  candidate  for 
the  Clayton  Division  of  Manchester,  is  the 


The  Rrymbo  Society  has  attained  its  jubilee, 
having  been  registered  on  September  4th,  187), 
nnd  XI r.  S.  (’.  Hughes  has  been  entrusted  with 
the  task  of  preparing  a history. 

lineup  Society's  cafe,  a new  venture,  which 
was  opened  s\  month  or  so  ago,  has  found  a 
footing,  and  is  now  doing  a,  very  satisfactory 
trade  n mounting  to  about  £100  a week. 

In  view  of  the  apathetic  attitude  ol  Man- 
chester societies  it  was  decided  nfc  the  Fnils- 
wortli  Society’s  meeting  not  to  proceed  further 
in  the  proposed  amalgamated  scheme. 

They  endeavoured  to  be  as  loynl  ns  possible 
to  the  C.W.S..  said  the  chairman  of  the  Rrymbo 
Society  at  tho  half-yearly  meeting.  and 
taking  the  departments  all  round  front  January 
to  December  he  did  not  think  they  could  do 
better  elsewhere. 


A tour  of  several  societies  in  the  Lancashire 
area  is  at  present  being  undertaken  by  Mr.  F. 
C.  Crowther  (C.W.S.  financial  propagandist). 
The  members  of  the  Oldham  Industrial.  Oldham 
Equitable,  Crompton.  Bury,  Bolton,  and  Little- 
borougli  Societies  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  Mr.  Crow  (her' s simple  exposition  of  eco- 
nomics and  the  Fetation  of  capital  to  labour. 

The  new  president  of  the  Halifax  Society, 
although  he  has  only  been  on  the  directorate 
six  years,  lias  proved  his  value  to  the  society. 
Mr.  Bottom  ley  is  a keen  advoca  te  of  the  power 
of  the  press,  and  misses  no  opportunity  of  press- 
ing the  claims  of  the  “ News”  at  all  tho  meet- 
ings he  addresses.  It  is  largely  through  his 
effort?  that  the  board  have  decided  to  issue  the 
“News”  to  the  Halifax  Free  Libraries  and  the 
various  clubs  free. 


fathef  of  Councillor  Sutton,  of  Berwick  Co- 
operative Society,  and  a former  Member  for 
Manchester  East.  Mr.  Sutton,  senr.,  has  also 
been  Connected  with  the  ” M.  «md  N.”  ant 
Beswjek  societies  practieaJjy  all  his  life. 

Some  of  the  delegates  at  a Dollis  Hill  con- 
ference, on  Saturday,  in  their  questions  wanderer 
miles  away  from  the  subject  on  the  agenda.  Mr. 
-Fred  Bramle.v’s  apt  retort  to  tho  trade  unionist  > 
was  : “ You  have  called  in  a carpenter  and  wanted 
him  to  do  some  plumbing.” 

Mr.  O.  A.  M'Cuhdt,  M.P.,  is  “ geting  the 
wind  up  ” over  the  strides  Miss  Majgaret  Bond- 
field  i-  making  in  the  Northampton  Division.  He 
is  consoling  himself  with  “ the  cup  that  cheers." 
Last  week  he  attended  iseven  tea  parties  in  tin- 
constituency.  As  the  late  Food  Controller  ho 
should  be  a good  judge  of  tea. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Mallon,  the  Warden  of  Toynbee 
Hall,  who  is  unfortunately  bid  aside  by  illness, 
rendered  the  co-operative  movement  a service  u 
lew  years  ago.  At  a time  when  much  was  being 
written  a a to  the  unwholesome  conditions  in 
which  food  wa*  being  prepared,  he  prepared  a 
paper  for  the  Southern  Section  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union  whioh  was  really  a contrast  in  indus- 
trial conditions.  I liave  kept  a dopy  of  the  paper 
It  is  as  good  a tonic  as  Tom  Hood's  “ Song. of 
the  Shirt”  or  Kingsley’s  “Alton  Locke.”  Its 
reading  keeps  one  in  line  with  co-operative  fac- 
tories where  food  is  j'repared  iwith*  saino  regard 
to  ite  destiny.  . * . 

The  Association  of  Women  Clerks  and  Secre- 
taries is  forming  a Co-operative  Guild  of  Typists, 
Thi#  promise®  a revival  of  the  idea  of  the  Co- 
operative  Typewriters  LuJ.,  of  which  the  late 
J.  M.  Ludlow  was  president  for  many  year®,  and 
which  was  represented  at  our1  Congress  by  Mr. 
Aneurin  Williams,  M.l*. 

Pembroke  Dock  Social)  is  booming  co-opera- 
tive production  down  West,  and  public  attention 
is  arrested  by  tlie  posters  displayed  announcing ; 

" A Grand  Match. 

C.W.S.  Soaps  versus  Dirt.” 

Tub  late  Viscount  Bryce  was  keenly  interested 
in  the  co-operative  movement,  and  saw  the 
beginning  of  tilings  at  Leman-street  when  lie  was 
Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets.  That  con- 
stituency comprised  seven  of  the  present  Parlia- 
mentary divisions  of  East  London,  and  Professor? 
Hr  Joe  (as  lie  then  wa&),  uddrc»t>ed  it  good  many 
meetings  in  A Id  gate  in  various  languages.  In 
1902.  lie  wrote  to  Mr.  W H.  Brown,  who  had 
invited  him  to  n meeting  at  Stratford:  “ To  my 
sincere  regret,  I cannot  attend  your  gathering. 
For  many  years  I have  been  heartily  interested 
in  the  co-operative  movement,  ivlii  h I ins  con- 
ferred inestimable  benefits  on  the  workers,  both 
directly  and  indirectly,  through  the  experience 
it  has  given  and  the  power  oi  combined  action  u 
has  evoked.”  Out  anu  About. 
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HOW  TO  UNDERMINE 

CAPITALISM. 

MR.  FRED  BRAMLEY  AT 
WILLESDEX. 


CONSTRUCTIVE  PROPOSALS 


[By  Oon  Own  Reporter.] 


" The  possibilities  of' Co-operation ’’  was  the 
subject  of  ail  address  packed  with  convincing 
facts  and  figures  given  by  Mr.  F.  Bnunley, 
assistant-secretary  to  the  Trade  Unions  Congress 
General  Council,  at  a joint  conference  held  on 
Saturday  at  Dollis  Hill.  Willesden,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Southern  Sectional  Board  and 
the  North  and  South  Metropolitan  Association. 
There  were  present  delegates  from  co-operative 
and  trade  union  organisations. 

Need  of  a Revival. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Burn  (chairman  of  the  district  asso- 
ciation) who  presided,  said  lie  had  long  thought 
that  the  trade  union  and  co-operative  move- 
ments in.  their  educational^ work  had  got  into  a 
tilt.  It  would  be  an  excellent  tiling  it  they 
could  approach  the  Trades  Union  General  Council 
with  a view  to  a national  propaganda  being 
established.  They  wanted  a missionary  spirit 
to  work  amongst  co-operators  and  trade 
unionists.  He  thought  it  would  be  an  excellent 
thing  if  they  could  organise  a tent  mission 
throughout  the  country  in  support  of  trade 
miomsm  and  co-operation.  (Applause.) 

Countering  the  Attacks. 

Mr.  Fred  Bramley  said  it  was  appropriate  that 
these  conferences  should  be  going  on  in  different 
parts  of  the  country,  for  never  was  there  a 
greater  need  for  working-class  unity  And  the 
pooling  of  working-class  resources  than  to-day. 
The  other  side  were  particularly  busy  just  now 
in  organising  their  owu  powers,  and  in  a very 
scientifically  organised  campaign  they  were  at- 
tempting to  disrupt  working-class  movements. 

Path  of  Progress. 

Mr.  Bramley  quoted  statistics  showing  the 
progress  of  the  co-operative  movement  since 
J868.  To-day  the  co-operative  movement  was 
iho  most  important  business  in  this  country,  he 
proceeded.  Its  banking  department  was  admit- 
ted by  banking  experts  as  being  a very  fine  and 
well  organised  business  institution.  .The  distri- 
butive branches  in  most  parts  of  the  country 
were  well  equipped  and  up-to-date  centres.  The 
most  important  feature  wag' that  it  was  a. work- 
ing-class institution,  developed  under  working- 
cln-ss  control  with  working-class  savings.  In 
oilier  words.  “ It  is  ours."  He  believed  that 
the  co-operative  movement  stood  as  the  most 
striking  monument  of  the  potentialities  lying 
latent  amongst  the  workers  of  this  country. 

Trade  Union  Conditions. 

'Iho  movement  offered  as  a guarantee  that 
trade  union  conditions  must  he  observed  in  all 
departments  of  co-operative  production  and  dis- 
tribution. It  might  lie  perfectly  true  that  indi- 
vidual societies  did  not  conform  to  this  condi- 
tion; individual  branches,  of  trade  unions  also 
sometimes  go  wrong.  (Applause.)  All  institu- 
tions in  the  present  conditions  were  bound  to. 
have  their  faults  and  failings  for  a perfectly 
obvious  reason — they  could  not  have  a perfect 
institution  in  an  imperfect  State.  (Applause.) 
This  guarantee  meant  that  every  extension  of 
( (-operation  extended  the  field  in  which  fair  con- 
ditions of  employment  were  guaranteed  for  tlyj 
workers.  The  conditions  of  employment  were 
better  than  oven  trade  union  conditions  in  cer- 
tain respects. 

Scope  for  Development. 

1 >ea ling  with  the  possibilities  of  extension, 
Air.  Bramley  said  the  workers  of  this  country 
still  had  enormous  savings  invested  in  other  de- 
partments. He  was  recently  looking  through 
the  Registrar-General's  returns,  and  he  was 
astounded  at  the  millions  possessed  by  the  work- 
ing classes  of  this  country  in  building  societies, 
friendly  (societies,  Pest-Office  Savings  Bank,  and 
trade  union  organisations.  He  found  that  they 
were  in  many  cases  investing  working-class 
’money  in  all  kinds  of  institutions  where  they 
ought  not  to  find  this  money.  (Applause.)  He 
did  not,  for  instance,  know  why  the  N.U.R.  had 
its  money  invested  in  railways.  (Laughter.) 
'iho  tremendous  power  which  the  workers  pos- 
sessed in  the  spending  of  their  wages  had  never 
.been  realised.  (Applause.)  In  L)19  the  total 
wages  bill  in  round  figures  was  £2,000,000,000. 
•The  total  trade  of  the  co-operative  movement 
for  the  same  year  (wholesale  ami  retail)  was 
£300,000,000.  The  working  classes  of  this  country 
spent  £1,700,000,000  with  their  friends  of  the 
multiple  shop  companies  and  a large  army 
of  millionaires.  (Applause.)  In  many  eases  the 
trade  unionist  at  his  branch  meeting  passed  a 
resolution  condemning  the  profiteer  and  the 
capitalist,  whilst  his  wife  was  outside  taking  his 
money  to  the  shops  owned  by  that  class. 
(Laughter  and  applause.) 

To  Destroy  Capitalism. 

Mr.  Bramley  showed  that  the  alternative  to 
co-operation,  which  was  in  the  interests  of  the 
community,  was  monopoly  in  the  interests  of 
the  privileged.  He  demonstrated  the  evil  effects 
or  monopoly  in  reducing  output  and  inflating 
prices.  He  quoted  figures  to  show  the  growth 
of  private  capitalism.  They  could  so  spend  then- 
money,  he  asserted,  as  to  completely  destroy 
■apitalisTn.  “ When  you  have  destroyed  the 
'jundation  of  capitalism,"  Mr.  Bramley  con- 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


GUILD  ACTIVITY  IN 

LONDON. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  London  distinct  Men’s 
Guild  was  held  on  the  premises  of  London  Society, 
Westminster  Branch,  on  Saturday  ; Mr.  G.  Withers 
in  the  chair.  Delegates  attended  from  eighteen 
branches,  and  also  Mr.  S.  Rees  (Co-operative 
Part}’),  and  Mr.  VV.  C.  Potter  (National  Council 
of  the  Guild). 

Mr.  Withers  (delegate  to  recent  Derby  con- 
ference) submitted  a very  interesting  report  of 
the  various  suggestions  put  forward  to  stimulate 
interest  in  the  Men’s  Guild  and  the  wider  move- 
ment. He  urged  the  need  of  a more  unified  educa- 
tion in  their  workj  and  said  good  results  had  accrued 
from  the  setting-up  of  mock  Parliaments,  stimula- 
ting thought  and  helping  more  readily  and  accurately 
to  express  their  views. ' 

Branch  delegates  severally  reported  on  the  work 
of  their  branches,  and  although  numerically  they 
did  not  increase  very  much,  yet  in  almost  all  cases 
they  spoke  of  regular,  earnest,  and  solid  work  being 
contributed  by  a quota  o£  their  members. 

The  secretary  submitted  a report  of  the  quarter’s 
work  and  rendered  a financial  statement,  which 
latter,  thanks  to  several  branches  kindly  forwarding 
special  donations,  was  in  a much  healthier  position 
than  hacl  obtained  for  quite  a time. 

WOULD  NOT  NATIONALISE 
, everything: 

MR.  SYDNEY  WEBB'S  VIEWS. 

On  Saturday  a conference  was  held  at  East  Ham, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  London  Society’s  Political 
Committee  and  the  East  London  Federation  of  the 
I.L.P.  The  first  conveners  were  Mr.  A.  Lockwood 
(secretary  to  the  political  committee)  and  Mrs. 
Johnston  (secretary  to  the ' federation).  There 
were  149  delegates  present,  representing  seventy- 
four  organisations,  with  a total  membership  of 
20,000. 

Mr.  Aired  Barnes  (president  of  the  London 
Society)  occupied  the  chair.  He  said  inside  the 
Labour  movement  there  were  many  sections,  and 
unless  these  sections  were  co-ordinated  now  there 
might  be  unnecessary  conflict  within  the  ranks 
when  the  Labour  Party  gained  executive  power. 

Mr.  Sidney  Webb  addressed  the  co/ifercnce, 
and  in  tho  course  of  a closely-reasoned  speech, 
explained  that  he  did  not  want  to  nationalise 
everything.  He  contended  that  they  should 
nationalise  those  services  which  for  efficiency  and 
economy  should  be  managed  6n  a national  scale. 
He  would  like  to  sec  a federation  of  local  authorities 
for  the  management  of  many  other  services.  In 
the  future  Socialist  commonwealth  he  looked  to 
the  co-operative  movement  to  supply  tho  food- 
stuffs and  common  requirements  of  the  people. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed. 


ESPERANTO  AT  ROCHESTER. 

The  educational  committee  of  the  Rochester 
Society  inaugurated  an  Esperanto  class  on  Tuesday, 
January  17th  ; Miss  Riley  is  the  teacher.  Invita- 
tions had  been  sent  out,  to  young  people  between 
the  ages  of  ton  and  Sixteen  years,  and  they,  along 
with  their  parents,  to  tho  number  of  sixty,  assembled 
for  .the  introductory  opening  session.  Children 
from  Cliffc,  in  charge  of  Miss  Riley,  gave  object 
lessons,  songs,  &c.,  all  in  the  Esperanto  language. 

Mr.  Banhara  said  Esperanto  was  a poor  people's 
international  language,  and  he  gave  an  interesting 
account  of  his  world-wido  travels,  and  said  that  it 
was  only  through  the  help  of  Esperantists  in  other 
countries  he  was  able  to  get  along  and  reap  the 
benefit  which  lie  did. 

It  Was  reported  that  twenty  children  had  .signified 
their  willingness  to  attend  the  class. 


The  employees’  social  club  at  Leman-street 
are  holding  a fancy  dress  dance  in  the  Assembly 
Hall  on  January  27tb,  when  prizes  will  be  pre- 
sented for  the  best  costumes.  Dancing  classes 
to  be  held  on  Mondays  will  be  commenced  on 
January  30th. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

eluded.  “ room  will  have  been  made  for  the  de- 
velopment of  its  alternative.  Bv  spending  money 
as  1 have  suggested  you  will  l>e  engaged  in  con- 
structive work  and  in  building  up  an'  institution 
which  will  stand  the  test  of  time,  giving  to  you 
and  your  children  better  opportunities  than  they 
have  to-day.’’  (Applause.)  > 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  the  speakers 
included  Mrs.  Langston  (Women’s  Guild), 
Messrs  Adams  (London),  Reynolds  (Royal 
Arsenal),  and  others. 

Air.  Bramley  was  cordially  thanked  in  appre- 
ciative speeches  made  by  Air.  Ralph  Hibberd 
(sectional  secretary),  seconded  by  Air.  Gordon 
(president  of  the  North-West  London  Society). 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

The  East  Ham  Men’s  Co-operative  Slate  Club 
lias  recommenced  another  year’s  work.  It 
offers  security  and  good  benefits. 

Chipping  Norton  Society’s  sales  for  the  past 
quarter  total  £36,887,  a decrease  of  £800  com- 
pared with  the  previous  quarter : yet  the  divi- 
dend is  being  maintained  ut  tne  same  rate. 
Members  number  2,793. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Davies,  the  victor  of  West- 
houghton  is  speaking  at  the  East  Ham  Town 
Hall  on  Sunday,  January  29th,  in  the  consti- 
tuency in  which  Mr.  Alfred  Barnes  is  contest- 
ing as  the  co-operative  candidate. 

Mr.  It.  H.  Tawney,  M.A.,  has  been  selected 
as  the  prospective  Labour  candidate  lor  South 
Tottenham.  In  the  northern  division,  Air.  R. 
C.  Alorrison,  a member  of  the  London  Societies’ 
Committee,  is  the  prospective  candidate  in  the 
South  division. 

Air.  J.  J.  Million,  the  warden  of  Toynbee 
Hull,  has  been  temporarily  laid  aside  by  illness. 
His  numerous  (friends  in  the  Labour  and  social 
movements  will  unite  in  wishing  him  a speedy 
restoration  of  health  and  a resumption  of  his 
useful  work  in  the  settlement. 

An  attractive  programme  is  being  prepared 
for  the  Southern  sectional  Easter  week-end 
school  at  Colchester,  and  will  shortly  be  issued 
by  Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd.  The  Colchester  Society, 
of  which  Mr.  W.  J.  Salmon ^ J.P.,  a member  of 
the  Sectional  Board,  is  president,  are  rendering 
every  possible  assistance  to  make  the  school  a 
success. 

The  Grays  Society’s  educational  committee 
has  an  excellent  syllabus  of  popular  Saturday 
evening  lectures  and  other  events.  The  lectures 
embrace  art,  poetry,  education,  historical, 
geographical,  industrial,  political,  and  social 
subjects  in  a variety  which  must  appeal  to 
everyone. 


SPREADING  THE  TRUTH  AT 

GUILDFORD. 

Another  of  the  series,  of  concert-meetings 
arranged  at  Guildford  by  Air.  Powell  (educa- 
tional secretary)  and  his  committee  took  place 
on  Tuesday  last  week  at  the  Borough  Hall,  in 
the  Surrey  county  town.  The  high-class  pro- 
gramme wag  arranged  by  Mr.  Sid.  Murrells. 
Mr.  A.  Edwards  (chairman  of  the  educational 
committee)  presided  over  a crowded  audience. 

Alderman  T.  M.  M’Giff  (Southern  Sectional 
Board),  in  the  course  of  a forceful  address, 
pointed  out  that  the  co-operative  movement  led 
the  way  in  matters  of  education,  building 
houses,  creating  lihrhries,  and  half-holidays  for 
employees.  During  the  war  food  prices'  were 
forced  up  by  the  capitalists,  whilst  the  co- 
operative movement  kept  prices  down.  The 
workers  must  realise  that  the  co-operative 
movement  was  their  movement,  and  trade 
unionists  should  and  must  bo  with  it. 

A collection,  taken  for  the  F.eed  the  Children 
Fund  realised  £1  13s.  9d. 


THE  WORKERS'  PRESS. 

There  was  unbounded  enthusiasm  amongst 
the  delegates  at  the  conference  held  at  the 
Memorial  Hall,  Farringdon-street,  on  Satur- 
day, for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  "great 
ptish  "-of  the  " Daily  Herald  ” on  reverting  to 
the  popular  penny.  The  delegates  included 
representatives  from  twenty-four  co-operative 
bodies,  besides  many  representatives  from  trade 
union  branches.  Amongst  the  encouraging 
messages  received  was  one  from  Air.  A.  C. 
Burn  (chairman  of  the  North  and  South  Metro- 
politan Association).  Addresses  dealing  with 
the  importance  of  the  workers  adequately  sup- 
porting their  own  press  wore  delivered  by  the 
chairman  (Air.  E.  Friend),  who  is  a member  of 
the  London  Advisory  Council  of  Trade  Unionists 
and  Co-operators,  and  Mr.  George  Lansbury. 


PROPAGANDA  AT  WILLESDEN. 


A numerously  attended  concert-meeting  was 
held  on  Saturday  evening  at  the  Council  Schools, 
Dollis  Hill,  AVillesden,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
North-AVest  London  Co-operative  Society  and 
the  Metropolitan  District  Association.  Air.  W. 
J.  Gordon  (president  of  the  first-named  society) 
presided.  An  excellent  programme  was  pro- 
vided by  Air.  Edward  Partridge's  concert  party, 
engaged  through  the.  Southern  Co-operative 
Entertainment  Agency.  In  the  interval  a 
vigorous  propaganda  address  was  delivered  by 
Air.  A.  C.  Burn  (chairman  of  the  Metropolitan 
Association). 


business  meeting. 

Walton-on-Naze. — Tbs  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Marine  Hotel,  the  popular  president 
of  the  society  (Air.  O.  F.  J.  Barker)  being  in 
the  chair.  The  quarterly  report  and  balance 
sheet  'Wei'S  presented  by  Air.  Elliott,  of  the  audit 
department  of  the  fisheries’  organisation,  who 
explained  the  same  in  detail  to  the  members 
present.  The  sales  bad  been  well  maintained 
over  the  corresponding  period  last  year  while 
the  stocks  had  been  fully  depreciated  and  taken 
into  stock  at  to-day prices,  and  generally  the* 
society  was  in  a more  sound  and  prosperous 
position  to-day  than  it  had  ever  been  before. 
After  allowance  had  been  made  for  interest  aud 
depreciation  the  committee  recommended  a 
dividend  of  6d.  in  the  pound,  a good  balance  being 
carried  to  reserve.  The  President  said  but  for 
the  manager  (Mr.  W.  R.  Yeqdoo)  the  society 
migh  have  fallen  through.  They  were  well  round 
the  corner,  and  with  the  future  now  clear  he  had 
no  doubt  but  what  they  would  make  rapid 
progress. 


“BAGFUL OF  DIFFICULTIES." 

SOCIETIES  AND  PRESENT-DAY 
. TROUBLES. 

SPIRITED  ADDRESS  AT  TRING 

CONFERENCE. 

Despite  advorsc  weather  conditions,  thero  was  a splendid 
uitenaanco  of  management,  committees  and  officials  ai  Tring 
•m  Sa'urday,  January  21st.,  for ' the  annual  conference  lor 
Ui-i'-e  engaged  in  managing  the  societies  in  tho  Beds,  and 
Bucks.  District.  Mr.  W.  H.  Barton  (district,  chairman)  pre- 
sided, supported  by  Mr,  R.  E.  Hale  (managing  secretary 
of  the  Cheshaui  Society),  Mr.  Bagnall  (president  of  the 
Tring  Society),  Mr.  ■ C'.  Goldsmith  (district  secretary),  and 
Mr.  Saimon  (Co-operative  Union). 

Mr.  A.  E.  Newman  (C.W.S.  audit  department)  had  pro- 
mised to  open  the  discussion  on  “The  Present-Day  Difficul- 
ties oi  Management  Committees,”  but  through  family  illness 
could  not  make  the  journey.  Mr.  Hate  kindly  deputised  for 
him. 

Mr  Hale  said  never  at  any  time  had  societies  such  a 
whole  bagful  of  difficulties  as  at  present.  They  wero  only 
tea  painfully  patent;  the  problem  was  to  prescribe  tho 
remedy.  Some  societies  were  getting  through  these  diffi- 
cult time:  better  than  others;  some  were  nearly  "down 
nn-1  out.'-  It  was  easy  to  be  wise  after  the  event,  but  if 
committee*  had  known  what  was  coming  in  1921-22,  they 
would  have  acted  differently  a few  years  ago.  Their  present- 
day  difficulties  could  be  -summed  up  in  one,  “ How  to 
produce  a dividend?" 

Covering  Losses. 

If  lie  were  an  auditor,  and  had  to  deal  with  a society 
which  find  regularly  depreciated  for  years,  and  now,  through 
n drop  m wholesale  prices,  it  was  faced  with  going  to  iis 
member*:  with  a large  loss,  and  carrying  this  loss  os  a mill- 
•stnjje  round  its  neck,  involving  the  fading  away  of  that 
society,  he  would  not  think  twice  about  delving  into  those 
assets.  Although  he  would  not  write  up  tho  asset--  to 
th-ir  present-day  value,  he  would  resurrect  a few  of  them 
and  wipe  out  the  less.'  The/  could  not  help  tho  markets 
aDd  the  slump  in  prices,  and  tho  only  manly  way  was  to 
write  down  the  stocks  to  the  price  they  knew  they  would 
get  for  them  over  'the  counter.  They  should  get  down  at 
once  to  presetrt-day  values.  He  thought  values  would  drop 
still  lowef,  owiqg  to  unemployment.  Private  trade  was  no 
better  placed,  and  the  efforts  of  large  business  houses  In 
induce  trade  was  significant.  They*  were  begging  for  trad, 
at  unheard-of  prices,  and  the  atmosphere  thus  created  would 
depress  prices  more  and  more.  Therefore,  Without  delay  , 
co-operative  societies  should  bring  down  their  pries  to  im  k- 
buttom.  and  where  depreciation  had  been  ample  in  the  |.i-i, 
cover  those  losses  by  appreciating  their  assets.  Desperate 
disorders  required  desperate  remedies. 

But  the  resurrection  of  assets  to  pay  dividend  was  abso- 
lutely bad,  for  that  started  a ball  rolling  which  would 
rebound  with  twenty  times  its  force.  If  a society  had  built 
during  the  war,  it  would  require  every  penny  of  deprecia- 
tion put  by  before  the  war  to  cover  tlic  loss  of  value  ■ , n 
that  new  building. 

PraTiiig  with  expense*.  Mr.  Halo  said  prices  were  lulling 
ah' such  a rate  that  expenses  could  not  como  down  at  the 
s«aie  rate,  and  therefore  the  expenses  ratio  was  going  up. 
There  were  only  two  ways  of  dealing  with  that.  Either 
they  must  reduce  tho  expenses  or  increase  the  fund  from 
wbnh  they  paid  them,  otherwise  known  as  "gross  profit." 
There  was  little  chance  of  tlio  latter,  with  everybody  else 
cutting  down  with  a vengeance.  At  Cliesham,  tho  society 
prc.nntlv  reduced  their  prices  directly  tho  other  man  cut 
his.  The  alternative  was  to  sell  smaller  quantities  at  the 
higher  rate  of  profit,  and  have  half  your  iuembere  grumbling 
and  boycotting  tlio  society.  Of  tho  expenses,  they  could 
not  reduce  depreciation  or  interest.  Tho  four  remaining 
big  items  were  wages,  taxes,  rates,  and  insurance,  Wages 
must  ooinc  down;  where  wages  had  liecu  increased  on  tlio 
basis  of  tlio  cost  of  living,  societies  wore  entitled  to  reduce 

!’.■  is e wages  on  tho  same  basis.  Taxes  would  bo  reduced 
in  (lie  ballot  box.  Rates  would  como  down  no  faster  Utau 
wages,  because  four-fifths  of  any  rate  was  labour.  In  his 
opinion,  the  ClI.S.  was.  not  proving,  espcoialiy  since  its 
absorption  by  tho  C.W.S.,  tlio  frieud  in  need  to  tho  move- 
ment, tlmi  it  should  do.  In  some  tilings  it  was  not  giving 
them  such  good  terms  asywero  offered  by  private  insurance 
companies,  and  societies  1 wero  not  getting  their  insurance 
done  at  tho  premium  which  tho  6izo  of  tlio  business 
warranted. 

A Question  of  Wages. 

Questions  being  invited,  Mr.  Smith  asked  how  Jong-ihey 
were  to  pay  wages  according  to  tho  cost  of  living,  instead 
of  in  accordance  with  what  tho  business  could  stand. 

Mr  Yeodou  asked  whether  Mr.  Halo  would  advocate  stocks 
being  taken  by  the  officials  or  tlio  C.W.S.  audit  staff. 

Mr.  Pet  til  (Ilemel  Hempstead)  asked  what  societies  oould 
do  which  Had  no  hidden  reserves  when  their  balance  6hcet 
c\ui i e out  with!  a loss. 

Mr.  Cook  (Hem el  Hempstead):  Are  you  in  favour  of 
weekly  balance  sheets  1 icing  got  out  by  committees? 

iMr.  Hale  replied  Hint  weekly  balance  sheets  were  impos- 
sible. A society  without  hidden  depreciation  must  never- 
theless bring  down  its  stock,  otlierwise  it  would  do  no  trade. 
They  oould  trade  without  dividend,  but  not  it  their  prices 
were  not  right.  As  to  stocktaking,  everything  depended 
upcii  wlic  were  tlio  officials  and  the  auditors. 

Mr.  Salmon  believed  our  success  would  depend  upon  our 
being  able:  to  givo  good  service  and  good  value  and  a 
moderate  dividend,  rather  than  indifferent  service  and  value 
and  a big  dividend.  The  days  of  20  per  cent,  and  25  per 
tent,  gross  profit  were  past.  They  bad  to  do  business  oil 
hiisiuess  lines.  A business  which  could  not  afford  a living 
wage  for  the  people  who  ran  it  had  no  right  to  exist. 

Mr.  T.  Collier  (Berkhainsted)  said  lie  could  see  no  differ- 
ence between  writing  down  stocks  and  appreciating  land, 
buildings,  and  fixtures.  You  were  simply  as  you  were.  They 
had  had  too  much  inflation,  too  many  fictitious  figures, 
lie  did  not  want  to  too  employees  go  back  to  where  they 
were  before  the  war.  It  was  not  his  experience  that  outside 
firm-  could  cut  out  the  C.f.S.  He  had  never  found  ono 
width  could  touch  it.. 

Mr.  Hnl*  ably  replied  to  the  discussion. 


On  Saturday,  January  21st,  tlio  Alavor  of 
Fulham,  Councillor  Louis  Hill,  entertained  the 
London  District  Council  of  the  Men's  Guild 
at  the  Fulham  Town  Hall.  Councillor  Hill  is  an 
old  member  of  the  Westminster  Central  Men's 
Guild  branch,  and  celebrated  his  mayoralty  by 
inviting  his  old  co-operative  guild  friends  to  f In- 
Town  Hall.  We  are  sure  that,  the  delegates  from 
the  London  branches  appreciated  tho  kind!/ 
thought  of  their  colleague,  the  mayor. 


January  28,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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SOME  IRISH  MEMORIES. 


PLAYFUL  METHODS  OF  ANTI-CO-OPERATORS. 


RECOLLECTIONS  OF  JAMES  DEANS 

, . (CONTINUED). 


In  the  following  sketch  Mr.  Deans  characteristically  speaks  of  his  services  to  Go-operation  in 
Ireland  with  modesty,  hut  how  strenuous  these  services  were  and  how  successful  has  been  freely 
acknowledged  by  many  Irish  co-operative  leaders^ and  forms  the  text  of  an  article  written  by  Mr.  IP. 
G,  Kane  ( our  Irish  representative)  for  the  souvenir  book  of  Dublin  Congress  in  1914,  of  which  Mr. 
Deans  was  vice-president. 


In  1889,  whilst  the  preliminary  work  con- 
nected with  the  formation  of  the  Belfast  Society 
was  going  on,  I first  became  connected  with 
Irish  co-operation.  Later  I was  to  have  a 'much 
closer  connection  with  Ireland,  for  about  1893 
the  old  Irish  "Section  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
lapsed  through  various  causes,  and  Ireland  was 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Scottish  Sec- 
tional Board.  As  a result  of  this  i\c\P arrange- 
ment, I began  in  1S96  a series  of  official  visits 
to  Ireland  as  propaganda  agent.  My  first  large 
meeting  was  held  in  ’Deny. 

Our  best  friend  in  ’Derry  at  that  time,  and 
a man  with  whom  I had  had  a good  deal  of 
correspondence,  was  Mr.  David  Brown,  who  had 
on  iron  foundry  on  the  banks  oi  the  Foyle.  I 
shall  never  forget  my  first  meeting  with  Mr. 
Brown.  I had  been  attending  a meeting  in 
Dundee  the  night  before  I was  due  to  cross  to 
Ireland.  I travelled  home  during  the  day  from 
Dundee  to  Kilmarnock,  and  thence  to  Ardrossan, 
from  which  we  sailed  at  midnight  in  a perfect 
hurricane.  "We  arrived  about  three  or  four 
hours  late,  and  it  was  two  o’clock  before  I got 
to  ’Derry.  I did  not  know  Mr.  Brown,  nor  did 
he  know  me,  but  he  was  watching  for  me,  and 
we  soon  spotted  each  other  at  the  station.  He 
put  me  into  a car  and  drove  me  to  his  house, 
where  I was  to  say  with  him.  Arrived  at  the 
door,  he  seized  my  bag  and  carried  it  into  the 
house.  Whilst  he  was  doing  so  I took  the 
opportunity  to  pay  the  jarvey.  I was  just  in 
the  act  of  doing  this  when  he  returned.  “Mr.' 
Deans,”  he  said,  sternly,  “ if  I did  not  know 
you  were  a 6trauger  in  Ireland,  I would  not 
allow  you  to  enter  my  house.  Always  remember 
when  you  come  here  that  the  men  whose  guest 
you  are  pay  for  the  car  which  brings  you.”  I 
never  forgot  the  rebuke,  and  on  subsequent 
visits  I received  many  other  tokens  of  Mr. 
Clown’s  kindness. 

Some  Annoying  Trifles. 

At  ’Derry  a meeting  was  to  bo  held  in  the 
Town  Hall,  and  I was  to  give  an  address  with 
lantern  views.  An  operator  from  Glasgow,  who 
was  connected  with  the  U.C.B.8.,  was  over  to 
work  the  lantern.  As  the  hour  approached  for 
the  lecture  we  began  to  get  uneasy for  the  lan- 
tern and  other  things  required  had  not  turned 
up.  The  carriage  in  which  the  lantern  had  been 
placed  had  been  detached  from  the  train,  but 
this  had  been  discovered.  Some  friends  had 
evidently  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  and  the 
lantern  did  arrive  in  time.  A big  audience  had 
assembled  in  the  hall,  but  we  soon,  found  that 
the  opposition  had  stuffed  up  the  vents  of  the 
etoves  by  means  of  - which  the  building  was 
heated,  with  the  result  that  in  a short  time  we 
had  an  atmosphere  which  made  breathing  and 
speaking  and  seeing  alike  almost  impossible.  I 
held  to  my  ground,  therefore,  and  so  did  the 
lantern  operator,  and  although  we  hail  to  put 
up  with  a great  deal  of  noise  and  oppositiou,  we 
got  through  the  lecture,  and  occasioned  quite  an 
ovation  at  the  close. 

The  “Brute  Bastes"  used. 

At  Eaniscorthy,  where  I was  to  address  a 
meeting  of  the  co-operative  agricultural  society, 

I hud  a still  more  difficult,  task  to  face.  Captain 
O’Brien,  a staunch  friend  of  the  movement, 
along  with  the  manager  of  the  society,  met  me 
at  the  station. 

“ ^re  you  ready?”  they  asked,  “ to  face  a lot 
of  disturbance?” 

“■Will  it  take  the  form  of  bricks  and  shil- 
lelaghs?” I inquired  in  turn. 

They  assured  me  that  that  was  unlikely,  but 
they  anticipated  a lot  of  noise  and  opposition, 
#a.8  some  of  the  grocer  party  had  been  very  active. 
I 6aid  if  that  was  the  worst  I would  not  be 
afraid  to  face  it. 

The  meeting  was  in  a market  hall,  and  when 
I got  in  it  was  to  find  the  building  crowded, 
some  of  the  audience  sitting  on  seats  which 
were  round  the  sides,  hut  most  of  them  stand- 
ing in  the  centre.  Captain  O’Brien  took  the 
chair,  and  just  before  ho  started  to  speak  a tall 
Irishman,  who  carried  a dog  in  his  arms,  canto 
up  to  the  platform  and  sat  down  behind  us.  The 
chairman  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  quiet- 
ness, but  lie  had  just  succeeded,  and  had  spoken 
for  a few  minutes,  when  the  man  with  the  dog 
pinched  the  animal’s  tail  and  made  it  howl  at  a 
terrible  rate.  This  was,  of  course,  great  joy  to 
the  opposition,  ami  they  howled  in  uiiisun  with 
the  dog.  This  went  on  all  night,  and  a few 


minutes’  quietness  was  always  sure  to  bo  fol- 
lowed by  a renewed  outburst  from  the  dog.  In 
spite  of  this,  however,  raw  of  the  people  were 
genuinely  interested,  ana  the  “anxious  in- 
quirers” at  the  close  of  the  meeting  were  so 
numerous  that  it  was  a very  late  hour  before 
we  were  able  to  leave  the  hall. 

I addressed  meetings  at  different  times  in 
Portadown,  but  I remember  the  first  one  best 
of  all.  I had  just  arrived,  and  was  walking 
down  the  street,  saying  to  myself  that  I neither 
knew  nor  was  known  by  anybody  in  Portadown, 
when,  as  I was  passing  the  gate  of  a factory, 
a man  stepped  up,  and,  slapping  me  on  the 
shoulder,  said:  “'What  are  you  doing  here, 
Mr.  Deans?”  Turning  round,  I recognised  a 
man  who  had  worked  beside  me  in  the  factory  at 
Kilmarnock. 

Mr.  John  Palmer  and  Mr.  GeoTge  Gregory 
were  sterling  enthusiasts  and  the  real  promoters 
of  the  Portadown  Society.  They  expressed  the 
opinion  that  there  would  be  a lot  of  opposition 
at  the  meeting,  and  Mr.  Gregory,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  this,  had  been  to  the  police  and  arranged 
for  a number  of  officers  to  be  quietly  stationed 
ir.  one  of  the  rooms  at  the  hall.  Mr.  Palmer  pre- 
sided, and  both  his  speech  and  mine  Mere 
listened  to  with  comparatively  few  interruptions. 
Immediately  the  speeches  were  finished,  how- 
ever, an  elderly  man  took  the  floor,  and  stormed 
at  us  with  such  fury  that  a regular  melee  took 
place.  He  refused  to  take  his  seat,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  uproar  Mr.  Gregory  called  for  the 
police  to  be  brought  in.  The  officers  at  once 
marched  in  and  took  up  their  places  in  the  hall.. 
Quietness  was  restored,  and  the  meeting  finished 
in  quite  an  orderly  fashion.  Portadown  Society 
originated  from  this  meeting. 

My  visits  to  Ireland  for  some  years  were  very 
frequent,  and  often  I was  accompanied  by  a 
member  of  the  Scottish  Section,  or  by  some  other 
Scottish  stalwart,  such,  as  John -Allan,  Malcolm 
Neil,  George  Oswald,  Daniel  Gerrard,  James 
Allan,  and  Tom  Ritchie.  We  addressed  meet- 
ings in  the  towns  named  and  in  such  places. as j 
Lurgan,  Lisburn,  Ballymena,  Coleraine,  Mullin- 
gar, Dublin,  Lucan,  and  many  others.  The 
late  Mr.  Gerrard  was  with  me  at  meetings  in 
Ballymena  and  Coleraine.  At  the  first-named 
place  the  hall-keeper  warned  us  that  he  had 
instructions  to  turn  out  the  lights  if  we  said  one 
word  about  socialism.  1 told  him  we  had  paid 
for  the  hall,  and  he  had  no  right  to  interfere, 
no  matter  what  we  said.  I was  not  in  the 
habit  of  speaking  about  socialism,  but  j.ust  be- 
cause of  his  warning  1 delivered  a speech  which 
was  much  more,  socialistic  than  my  usual,  but 
the  lights  never  so  much  as  twinkled.  We  did 
not  get  off,  however,  without  a storm,  but  that 
came  after1  the  meeting  was  over.  At  Coleraine 
we  had  no  chairman,  and  I first  took  the  chair 
for  Air.  Gerrard,  and  then  lie  ohaired  for  me. 
This  was  also  a comparatively  quiet  meeting, 
but  as  at  Ballymena  the  storm  broke  after,  the 
speeches  were  finished.  However,  here,  as  in  a 
number  of  other  places,  we  succeeded  in  helping 
to  form  a society.  I was  privileged  also  in  hav- 
ing helped,  however  slightly,  to  prepare  the 
ground  for  the  establishment  of  the  branch  of 
the  U.C.B.S.  in  Belfast,  which  has  now  proved 
so  successful  and  forms  such  an  outstanding 
feature  of  Irish  co-operation. 

The  preaching  of  co-operation  in  Ireland  in 
these  now  far-off  days  was  hard  work.  ft  was 
often  disagreeable,  and  sometimes  dangerous, 
but  I look  back  upon  it  with  real  pleasure,  and 
am  glad  that  it  was  my  privilege  to  meet  with 
manv  men  of  outstanding  ability  artd  of  genuine 
co-operative  enthusiasm,  some  of  whom  have 
since  done  great  things  for  the  movement  in  the 
sister  isle.  If,  as  we  all  hope*  Ireland  is  now 
to  settle  down  iuto  a now  era  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity, co-operation  may  he  given  a bigger 
chance  to  make  good,  and  some  of  the  seed  We 
sowed  in  faith  in  these  early  years  may  help 
to  swell  a new  and  glorious  social  harvest. 

BINGLEY  VETERAN  RETIRES, 

MR.  S.  R.  FOSTER'S  SERVICES. 

Alii.  Simon  R.  Foster  has  relinquished  his 
ofticiul  connection  with  the  Bingley  Society  after 
a period  of  service  extending  over  forty  years. 
For  thirty-four  years  he  was  president  of  the 
society.  He  retired  from  this  position  two  years 
ago,  but  .he  still  acted  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  had  been  a member  of  the  committee 
for  Some  years,  under  three  different  presidents, 
before  lie  attained  to  the  office  of  president 
himself.  It  is  his  own  wish  that  he  should  not 
be  again  appointed  at  the  forthcoming  annual 
meeting  of  members,  ns  his  age  and  estate  of 
health  make  him  feel  that  lie  c-annot  continue 
such  work.  . 

Apart  from  hie  services  to  the  Bingley  Society, 
Air.  Foster  has  been  active  in  the  wider  co- 
operative movement,  and  in  September,  1920,  he 
was  presented  with  a case  of  pipes  by  the  mem- 
bets  of  the  North-Western  Sectional  Board,  in 
recognition  of  his  work  on  that  board  for  a period 
of  thirty  years. 


IVY  TOWERS. 


OUR  NEW  STORY  AND  ITS  AUTHOR. 


NOVELIST  AND  CO-OPERATOR. 


“ Ivy  Towers  ” 
is  the  title  of  an 
intensely  interest- 
ing serial  story 
which  will  be  com- 
menced in  the 
‘ Co  - op  e r at  ive 
New«”  on  Febru- 
ary 4th.  This  re- 
introduction  of  a 
serial  in  these 
columns,  which  has 
found  many  sup- 
porters in  recent 
conferences,  will  be 
welcomed  by  our 
readers,  particu- 
larly as  it  has 
been  specially 
written  by  an 
Mr.  Edwin  Elliott.  esteemed  veteran 
co-operator,  who 
has  translated  his  faith  into  a long  and  honour- 
able service.  * 

Mr.  Edwin  Elliott,  the  author,  has  learnt  the 
realities  of  life  from  his  close  association  with 
working-class  conditions.  The  6on  of  a struggling 
artist,  he  had  to  start  earning  his  living  at  a 
time  when  lads  more  fortunately  placed  were  con- 
tinuing at  school.  Since  entering  his  teens  he 
has  held  advanced  views,  which  he  has  con- 
sistently maintained,  in  spite  of  the  many  dis- 
illusiomnents  which  must  come  to  all  earnest 
reformers. 

Mr.  Elliott  commenced  his  literary  work  by  the 
publication  of  a novel  in  1893,  entitled,  “ Netta,” 
which  was  well  received  by  many  of  the  leading 
journals  of  the  country.  In  1895  his  first  short 
serial  story  appeared  in  the  “Co-operative  News,” 
entitled,  “ Sylvia  Trump,”  and  this  was  followed 
by  other  stories  and  articles  during  the  next  five 
years.  Five  years  later  “ Denys  Forsaith’s 
Romance  ” was  begotten  of  his  pen,  and  was 
succeeded  in  later  years  by  many  others,  all 
showing  advanced  opinions,  and  dealing  in  a con- 
vincing style  With  social  questions. 

One  of  his  most  ambitious  works,  “ In  the 
Shadow  of  Revolution,”  was  written,  in  the  pro- 
phetic vein,  depicting  a period  some  years  in 
advance  of  the  time  of  publication.  Alueli  of  it 
would  be  applicable  to  the  times  in  which  we  now 
live.  Still  pursuing  the  prophetio  vein,  in  1913, 
Air.  Elliott  ontributed  to  these  columns  a serial, 
entitled,  “ A Dream  of  the  Future.”  In  the  form 
of  a Utopian  sketch,  the  author  pictured  a trans- 
formed London  about  a century-aud-a-half  ahead. 

Air.  Elliott  has  written  in  all  about  sixteen 
novels,  besides  articles,  sketches,  short  stories, 
&o.  One  of  his  serials,  “The  Curse  of  Xicott,” 
a liighly  fanciful  story  with  a Alex i can  myth  for 
its  leading  theme,  appeared  in  the  “ M eekly 
Times  and  Echo  “ of  1902,  and  was  billed  all  over 
the  country  in.  nine  feet  posters.  Like  most 
authors,  Air.  Elliott  has  experienced  the  fall 
effects  of  the  slump  since  August,  1914,  and 
financially  has  been  badly  hit. 


n member  of  the  Borough  of  Hackney  Society’s 
Committee.  This  society  was  dissolved  in  18J2. 
Then,  with  Mrs.  Elliott,  he  became  a strenuous 
worker  in  the  University  Club  Society,  being  for 
five  yeans  the  acting  president.  It  was  duriug 
this  period  that  Mr.  Elliott  became  the  fervent 
co-operator  he  Ihas  since  remained.  “ It  was 
because  co-operation  seemed  to  offer  the  safest, 
surest,  and  quickest  way  to  my  ideal  State  that, 
I took  to  the  movement,  which  has  become  a 
religion  to  me.”  This  sentence  epitomises  Air. 
Elliott’s  cooperative  faith. 

On  the  failure  of  the  University  Club  Society 
Mr.  Elliott  with  a few  other  enthusiasts,  started 
a new  Hackney  Society,  of  which  he  became  the 
president.  This  was  dissolved  after  a two  years’ 
struggling  career.  Undismayed  by  these  disap- 
pointments, Mr.  Elliott  joined  the  Clapton  Park 
Society,  and  was  a member  of  the  committee  at 
the  time  of  its  amalgamation  with  Edmonton  in 
1908. 

In  the  Edmonton  Society  MT.  Elliott  found  a 
wider  field  for  his  enthusiasm.  For  five  years  lie 
was  secretary  to  the  local  Propaganda  Council,  a 
member  of  the  education  committee  for  four 
years  and  the  chairman  for  fifteen  months ; and 
for  four  years  he  was  tile  conductor  of  the  &tn  - 
cessful  choir.  As  an  ardent  Esperunioist  he  ion- 
ducted  a ola6s  in  that  language.  In  addition 
Air.  Elliott  lectured  at  many  meetings,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  the  junior  guilds.  This  latter 
work  especially  appealed  to  him,  and  in  this  im- 
portant branch  he  won  the  affection  of  spine 
hundreds  of  young  oo-operators. 

To  sum  Up,  from  1887  tall  the  present  day 
Mr.  Elliott  has  devdied  nearly  all  the  time  at  his 
disposal  to  co-operative  work;  he  has  nmnV 
friends  outside  his  own  societies,  and  has  mad/ 
many  friends  among  those  whose  names  an 
household  words  in  co-operative  circles. 

As  a further  indication  of  the  esteem  in  uliicJi 
Air.  Elliott  is  held  by  his  fellow-citizens,  it  .should 
be  recorded  that  in  November,  1919,  he  was 
elected  an  Alderman  of  the  Aletropolita.i  Borough 
of  Hackney,  when  the  Labour  Party  obtained  a 
majority.  His  time  i~>  now  fully  occupied,  in 
spite  of  the  fac-t  that  co-operative  work,  apni; 
from  that  'of  writing,  has  temporarily  to  be  laid 
aside. 

Aletropolitan  co-operator.*  are  giving  a tangible 
proof  of  their  esteem  and  appreciation  ol  Air 
and  Airs.  Elliott  at  a presentation  which  "ill 
take  place  at  Tottenham  this  week. 

W.  H.  A. 


As  Co-operator. 

Since  1887  Air.  Elliott  has  been  actively  asso- 
ciated with  the  co-operative  movement,  first  as 


WATCH  THE  GOVERNMENT, 

SOCIETIES  AND  CANADIAN  CATTLE 
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Why  bother  with  imitations — 
which  always  benefit  the  seller 
and  never  you — when  you  can 
get  the  original  and  best 

Nestles  Milk 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

English  or  Swiss 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

which  is  MILK  : Whole  milk 
and  nothing  but  milk,  three 
times  as  rich  in  oream  as  ordi- 
nary milk,  and  much  richer  than 
any  “ Evaporated  Milk.” 

Resolutely  refuse  just-as-goods— 
tDere  are  none,  whatever  tfieir  price. 

NESTLE’S.  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.  3. 


It  is  stated  in  the  annual  report,  of  the  Co- 
operative Butchers’  Retail  Association,  that,  tlie 
opposition  to  the  “ findings  ” of  t he  Royal  Com- 
mission on  the  removal  of  the  Canadian  < attic 
embargo  is  more  powerful  than  ever.  All  tin 
farming  associations  except  one  are  engaged. in 
tlie  opposition.  Dairy  farmers  have  also  ranged 
themselves  against,  and  even  a &reat  political 
party  has  decided  to  offer  the  strongest  oppo-i- 
tion  to  the  lifting  of  the  embargo.  The  Govern- 
ment have  not  as  yet  statedi  whether  they  are 
going  to  adopt  the  Report  or  not,  but  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  has  practically  blown  the 
official  blast  wlu'ch  sounds  tlie  dlarion  notes  of  the 
opposition  to  the  proposals  of  tlie  Royal 
Commission. 

it  will  require  all  our  energies,  coupled  with 
those  of  the  parliamentary  Committed,  Co- 
operative Union,  and  all  other  progressive 
bodies  if  we  are  (say  the  executive)  to  see 
the  recommendation  of  the  Royal  Commission 
adopted.  


The  Ipswich  Society  will  undoubtedly  gain  b\ 
the  transfer  of  Air.  Edwin  Ratcliffe,  who  bn- 
relinquished  the  post  of  assist-ant-manager  in 
the  furnishing  and  gents’  outfitting  depar^r'iem 
of  tho  Clifton  Society  to  take  up  the  position  ol 
manager  and  buyer  for  the  outfitting  and  fancy 
goods  department  of  the  Ipswich  Society. 

The  Watford  Junior  Guild,  with  a member- 
ship of  240  girls  and  boys.  held  their  New 
Year's  partv  on  January  lltli.  in  tlie  Co-opera- 
tive Hall.  St.  Alban’s-road,  Watford. ' After 
tea,  songs  and  recitations  were  reudered  bv 
some  of  the  members,  which  were  very  Tmnli 
enjoyed  by  everyone.-  Fruit  was  served  during 
the  evening.  Parents  were  admitted  after  tea, 
when  dancing  and  games  were  indulged  in.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Airs.  Viccar» 
(president)  and  the  committee,  who  had  done 
much  towards  the  success  of  the  event. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  lor  these  Pages  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Editor  of  the  "Women's  Pages, " “Co-operative  News"  Office, 
Long  Millgate,  Manchester. 


ECHOES. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF 


HOUSEWIVES:  BE 


MARRIED  WOMEN. 


TRUE  TO  YOURSELVES. 


The  members  of  the  Worcester  Guild  recently 
held  a Christmas  cake  draw  in  aid  of  local  unem- 
ployment. Over  £15  was  raised.  The  cake  was 
made  by  one  of  the  members. 


WHO  SHOULD  SETTLE  THE  PROBLEM? 

An  “ Exchange  ” Telephone  operator  re- 
cently complained  that  on  a wet  Sunday  after- 
noon the  staff  were  “ driven  frantic  " with 
calls  for  electrophone  connections  with  public 
concerts  and  other  Sunday  afternoon  enter- 
tainments by  subscribers  who  wished  by 
means  of  this  most  modern  of  scientific  con- 
trivances to  l^e  in  two  places  at  once.  This 
complaint  set  us  wondering  when  it  will  be 
possible  for  co-operators  who  are  unable  to 
attend  the  quarterly  meetings  of  the  C.W.S. 
to  attend  at  their  own  local  co-operative  hall 
and  listen,  by  electrophone,  to  what  goes  on 
at  the  divisional  meetings.  The  “ News  ” 
reports,  a week  later,  give  us  the  gist  of  the 
matter,  of  course,  but  their  brevity  some- 
times leaves  us  unsatisfied.  • 

For  instance,  we  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  Stanton  Hill  delegate  who,  at 
the  Midland  divisional  meeting,  raised  the 
question  of  married  women’s  employment  in 
C.W.S.  factories  was  a woman,  and  how  the 
question  and  answer  were  received  by  the 
delegates  present. 

• The  report  (page  iii.  of  “ News  ” for 
January  14th)  denotes  that  the  board  have 
adopted  a principle  of  not  employing  a married 
woman  unless  (a)  she  was  exceptionally 
capable  at  her  work  or  (b)  she  had  no  other 
means  of  support.  Mr.  Charter  is  reported 
to  have  said  : “It  was  somewhat  hard  on  the 
married  woman  whose  husband  was  unem- 
ployed, and  who  was  very  capabtt  at  her  work 
(theitalics  are  ours) , if  she  had  tobe  discharged 
in  order  to  retain  the  services  of  an  un- 
married woman  who  was  not  capable  at  her 
work.” 

It  seems  to  us  there  is  some  confused 
reasoning  here.  Why  should  it  be  harder  on 
.a  “ capable  ” married  woman  than  on  a less 
capable  one — presuming  there  were  such — to 
be  discharged  in  favour  of  an  unmarried 
woman  ? Does  the  C.W.S.  pay  wages  for 
capacity  in  their  workers  or  for  singleness  ? 
If  for  singleness,  then  what  happens  to  the 
capable  or  incapable  single  young  man 
employee  when  there  are  numbers  of  married 
men  unemployed  and  pressing  for  work  ? Is 
he  discharged  to  make  way  for  the  more 
necessitous  married  man  ? 

It  is  really  time  the  movement  tackled  this 
question  upon  some  clear  line  of  principle. 
If  we  want  capable  workers,  then  let  us  make 
capacity  the  test  of  employment.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  movement  proposes  to  dis- 
tribute employment  according  to  some  social 
status,  such  as  marriage,  then  we  shall  want 
different  scales  to  work  by. 

Perhaps  wC- could  go  back  to  the  good  old 
days  when  the  fatherly  employer  called  his 
worker  into  the  office  and  promoted  him  upon 
the  occasion  of  his  marriage,  and  again 
advanced  his  salary  when  the  first  baby 
arrived  ! 

We  believe  the  Women’s  Guild  . have 
this  matter  under  discussion  at  their  All- 
Councils’  meetfng  this  week,  so  possibly  we 
are  in  our  questioning  just  opening  the  door 
to  a fruitful  general  discussion  on  a subject 
which  needs  attention,  and  which,  we  freely 
confess,  bristles  with  difficulty. 

Of  one  tiling  we  are  convinced,  and  that 
is,  that  the  question  is  not  one  that  can  be 
left  to  the  men  alone  to  settle  ; it  is  a matter 
of  importance  to  all  ranks  of  ivonlen,  from 
the  office-cleaner  to  the  lady  doctor. 

We  note  that  once  more  Mrs.  Cottrell 
stands  at  the  head  of  the  poll  of  the  un- 
elected candidates  in  the  Manchester  district, 
her  quota  of  votes  being  well  above  the  next 
highest  candidate.  Mrs.  Palmer  (South- 
ampton), the  candidate  in  the  London  dis- 
trict, made  a modest  beginning — not  quite 
at  thejbottom  of  the  poll.  With  a fair  repre- 
sentation of  women  on  the  C.W.S.  board, 
such  questions  as  we  have  indicated  above 
would  receive  a better-balanced  considera- 
tion than  is  possible  at  present. 

The  way  to  sound  policy  in  all  such  social 
and  industrial  questions  is  by  the  way  of 
mutual  understanding  and  co-operation. 


The  members  of  the  Winton  Guild  (Bourne- 
mouth) held  a successful  sociul  recently  in  aid 
of  the  loud  hospitals.  Tho  proceeds  amounted 

to  £5  17s. 


JOIN  THE  STORE,  AND  DO  AWAY  WITH  PRIVATE  CAPITALISM. 


Madame  Frieda 
Sohweitzeu  has  pub- 
1 i s h e d an  excellent 
booklet  on  “ Consumers’ 
Co-operation,”  in  which 
she  tells  how  she  was 
introduced  to  the  move- 
ment. She  writes  : 

• I knew  very  little 
about  co-operation  when 
I married.  At  first  I dis- 
liked the  store,  but  little 
by  little  its  qualities 
grew  upon  me.  until  by 
degrees  L cultivated 
quite  a sincere  affection 
for  ii-  -an  affection  which 
will  live  with  me  to  the 
day  of  my  death. 

“ lc  was  through  a short 
article  in  a newspaper 
that  my  attention  was 
first  drawn  to  co-opera- 
tion, when  1 read  the  fol- 
lowing insertion:  — 

“ ‘ Those  who  desire  to 
improve  their  standard  of 
life,  to  increase  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  their 
money,  and  the  well- 
being  of  their  families 
snould  join  the  co-opera- 
tive society  at  X .’ 

“ Increase  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  their 
money ' Such  an  ex- 
pression surprised  me  at 
first.  L had  never  thought 
up  to  then  that  such  a 
tiling  was  possible.  I had 
given  no  consideration  to 
the  economic  phase  of 


Housewives,  be  Go-operators,  and 
sweep  out  Hate,  War,  High  Prices, 
Speculation,  and  Capitalism  with  your 
co-operative  broom.  And  shop  always 
at  your  Co-operative  Store. 


such  a question.  But 
the  idea  haunted  me.  I 
wanted  to  know  how  to 
increase  my  husband’s 
wages ; so  1 put  myself 
in  communication  with 
the  manager  of  the  so- 
ciety in  question,  and 
made  inquiries  with  re- 
gard to  becoming  mem- 
bers. We  were  soon 
informed  that  co-opera- 
tion was  a good  tiling — 
an  opinion  which  was 
emphasised  later  when  a 
speaker  came  into  the 
town  to  talk  to  us  about 
the  movement. 

“ Meanwhile,  we  con- 
tinued to  make  bigger 
purchases  at  the  stores ; 
we  took  in  regularly  all 
co-operative  newspapers, 
with  the  result  we  both 
became  friends  and  sup- 
porters of  the  movement. 
To-day  I bless  the  time 
when  I read  the  an- 
nouncement about  the 
society,  for  I am  con- 
vinced that  the  co-opera- 
tive societies  are  the 
most  beneficial  institu- 
tions ever  created.” 

Let  the  news  he 
shouted  from  the  house- 
tops! Housewives,  join 
the  co-operative  store 
if  you  want  to  do  away 
with  capitalism  and  all 
its  attendant  evils  I 


The  Wallsend  Guild  recently  held  their  annual 
supper,  when  over  100  members  were  enter- 
tained. A sketch  by  the  committee  and  songs, 
<tc.,  by  other  members  contributed  to  the  har- 
mony of  the  evening. 

The  Dover  Guild  held  its  fifteenth  annual 
Christmas  tree  party  in  the  Town  Hall  recently. 
Tea  was  served  at  5 p.m.  to  about  600  persons. 

The  Mid- Rhondda  Guild  members  held  their 
annual  New  Year’s  social  recently,  when  the  re 
election  of  officers  took  place,  all  being  re-elected. 
The  secretary  is.  Mrs.  Wall  (6,  Gilpack^oad, 
Tonypandy),  the  president  Mrs.  James,  and  the 
treasurer  Mrs.  Hillier. 

The  members  of  the  Seaton  ' Hirst  Guild 
(“  Ivy  ”)  branch  held  their  first  party  on  the 
16th  inst.,  eighty  guests  sitting  down  to  supper. 

The  literature  secretary  of  the  Hertford  Guild 
writes:  I am  sure  you  will  be  pleased  to  know 
that  during  December  we  sold  330  copies  of  the 
‘‘Co-operative  News”  and  120  copies  of  the 
‘‘Woman’s  Outlook.”  Bravo!  Hertford. 

Gratifying  success  characterised  the  social 
gathering  of  the  Newbury  Guild  on  the  14th 
inst. 

The  second  annual  tea  of  the  Earlestown 
Guild  took  place  on  the  14th  inst;  the  chair 
being  taken  by  Mr.  Schofield  (chairman  of  the 
board),  while  Mrs.  Crawley  (president  of  the 
branch)  spoke  on  the  work  of  the  guild. 

The  Hereford  Guild  held  a very  successful 
bazaar  recently,  which  was  opened  by  Mrs. 
Prosser,  J.P.  (Gloucester).  Five  pounds  from 
the  proceeds  were  sent  to  the  Mrs.  Jones 
Guild  Convalescent  Fund. 


WOMEN  JURORS. 

The  calling  of  women  to  sit  on  the  jury  is 
now,  owing  to  the  franchise,  a frequent 
occurrence,  and  those  who  have  undergone 
the  experience  must  have  noticed  the  fear 
written  on  some  of  the  faces  of  the  women 
called  to  serve. 

There  is  no  need  for  this.  Obliging  officers 
show  them  exactly  what  they  must  do  at 
different  parts  of  the  proceedings.  If  women 
members  object  to  “ kissing  the  book  ” (and 
every  guildswoman  on  hygienic  grounds 
should  refuse  to  do  this),  arrangements  can 
be  made  to  affirm  their  intention  of  loyalty 
to  the  truth.  A patient,  concentrated  hear- 
ing of  the  case  is  required.  If  no  interval  is 
allowed  for  meals,  chocolates,  unostenta- 
tiously eaten  prove  a great  stand-by. 

But  many  women  feel  they  will  be  simply 
powerless  4o  “ sum  up  ” and  adjudicate. 
A fear  enters  the  minds  of  many  at  other 
times — very  level-headed,  intelligent  women. 
But,  again,  this  should  be  dismissed.  What 
is  really  required  is  good  sound  common- 
sense — a commodity  which  unfortunately 
many  people  leave  at  home. 

As  housewives,  we  are  called  upon  every 
day  to  exercise  our  common-sense  for  the 
benefit  of  the  household.  As  women  jurors 
we  are  again  called  upon  to  use  it. 

Court  cases  of  every  kind  are  connected 
with  the  doings  of  ordinary  people,  and  some- 
how these  doings  have  gone  awry.  Therefore 
common-sense  must  be  summoned.  Fear 
aud  shaking  should  play  no  part.  The  judg- 
ments given  of  men  will  then  be  in  accordance 
with  those  we  women  should  display  in  our 
own  homes. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

It  is  regrettable  to  learn  that  New  Zealand, 
which  has  justly  prided  herself  on  having  the 
lowest  infantile  death-rate  in  the  world,  has 
discovered,  to  her  horror,  that  her  maternal 
mortality  rate  is  almost  correspondingly 
high  ! An  inquiry  has  elicited  this  terrible 
fact,  and  the  conclusion  seems  to  point  to 
the  fact  that  the  disquieting  condition  is 
increasing,  and  that  the  mortality  is  due  to 
causes  largely  preventable.  A thorough 
investigation  is  suggested,  and  amongst  the 
remedial  measures  advised  is  the  establish- 
ment of  ante-natal  clinics,  &c.  Thus  while 
one  of  our  own  colonies  at  the  other  side  of 
the  world  is  waking  up  to  a serious  danger 
to  motherhood,  we  are  having  our  eyes 
blinded  to  a similar  danger  to  our  land  by 
false  cries  of  economy. 


HOME  HELPS. 
SUCCESSFUL  SCHEME  IN 

LIVERPOOL. 


The  Leicester  Guild  held  their  annual  tea, 
social,  and  dance  recently.  A splendid  report 
of  the  year’s  working  was  presented  by  tho 
secretary.  A sewiug  society  has  been  arranged, 
and  a bazaar  will  be  held  at  a future  date,  when 
the  proceeds  will  be  handed  to  the  fund  for  tho 
co-operative  college. 


There  are  still  no  Home  Helps  in  Manchester. 
Yet  Salford,  Manchester’s  near  neighbour,  has 
ventured  ou  the  innovation  on  a small  scale 
quite  successfully;  while  Liverpool's  more  ambi- 
tious scheme  is  a splendid  example  to  other 
cities  as  to  the  far-reaching  social  reforms  that 
can  he  brought  about  by  the  establishment  of 
Home  Helps,  provided,  of  course,  that  the  right 
type  of  woman  is  employed.  And  here  lies  the 
chief  difficulty.  Nevertheless,  the  Liverpool 
V, ’omen's  Service  Bureau,  who  inaugurated  the 
scheme  in  March , 1920,  has  been  very  successful 
in  getting  hold  of  the  right  woman,  and  it  is 
hoped  that,  owing  to  the  ever-increasing  numbeF 
of  applications,  that  there  will  shortly  be  a 
branch  of  Home  Helps  in  every  district  in  the 
city. 

So  far  the  scheme  has  been  worked  from  a 
central  office  in  the  city,  and  not  only  do  the 
Home  Helps  attend  confinements,  but,  if  free, 
will  attend  cases  of  sickness.  If  the  mother  is 
so  ill  that  she  cannot  attend  to  her  domestic 
duties,  then  she  is  justified  in  applying  for  a 
Home  Help.  Horne  Helps  must  not  be  confused 
with  mid  wives,  whose  duties  are  vastly  different. 
Although  they  are  supposed  to  have  some  know- 
ledge of  simple  home  nursing,  the  duties  of 
Home  Helps  are  purely  domestic.  They  go  daily 
into  the  homes  where  the  mother  is  sick,  do  the. 
washing,  cooking,  &c.,  aud  look  after  the  chil- 
dren; and  the  reformations  that  some  capable 
women  have  brought  about  in -some  homes  have 
been  marvellous,  and  often  give  a fresh  impetus 
to  a slovenly  and  negligent  mother  to  do  better 
in  the  future. 

Writing  in  the  “ Woman  Citizen,”  Miss  Jessie 
Beavan  (lion,  secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Women’s 
Service  Bureau)  cites  a case  recommended  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  where  the  Home  Help 
worked  suoh  a.  reformation  that  the  Relieving 
Officer  declared  she  deserved  a crown  of  gold, 
and  only  wished  that  every  unsatisfactory  home 
could  have  a Home  Help  in  it  for  a few  weeks. 

When  the  Liverpool  scheme  was  first  started 
applicants  were  paid  a guinea  a week,  which  was 
later  increased  to  30s.,  but  has  recently  been 
reduced  to  25s.,  owing  to  the  decrease  in  the 
cost  of  living.  When  not  working,  retaining 
fees  are  granted.  Families  engaging  Homo 
Helps  are  expected  to  contribute  as  much  as 
they  can,  and  the  .fact  that  nearly  all  in  Liver- 
pool have  made  a very  considerable  effort  to  pay 
their  share  testifies  to  the  value  of  the  scheme. 

There  are  now  fourteen  Home  Helps  in  Liver- 
pool, and  twelve  extra  women  who  are  still  in 
the  probation  stage,  i.e.,  serving  for  three 
months  on  probation  at  a salary  of  £1  Is.  a 
week,  with  the  promise  of  permanent  employ- 
ment if  proved  suitable. 

Overalls  are  provided  for  use  in  the  home,  and 
later  it  is  hoped  to  supply  them  with  a uniform 
for  outdoor  use. 


At  a recent  sale  of  Work  organised  by  the 
Tiverton  Guild,  the  sum  of  £5  wn<s  realised. 
Guessing  comi»etitions  and  refreshments  were 
also  provided  for  the  benefit  of  those  present, 
while  Mrs.  Wheeler  (the  first  president  of  the 
branch)  opened  the  sale  with  appropriate  wishes 
for  the  success  of  the  branch. 


The  mominwa  of  the  Waiker-on-Tyno  Guild 
were  recently  entertained  by  ono  of  their 
members  (Mrs.  N'ieoll)  to  celebrate  the  twelfth 
anniversary  of  her  wedding.  During  tho 
evening  the  president  (Mrs.  Brown)  presented 
Mrs.  Robinson,  who  has  been  the  secretary  for 
nineteen  years,  with  a handsome  gold  crcs ; os 
a mark  of  esteem  from,  the  members. 

Two  resolutions  were  passed  at  tho  recent 
conference  of  the  Cardiff  and  Monmouthshire 
District  of  the  Women's  Guild.  The  lirst 
expressed  regret  at  the  resignations  of  Miss 
Llewelyn  Davies  and  Miss  Harris,  and  tho 
second  resolution  on  unemployment  urged  tho 
Government  to  immediately  suspend  payment 
on  war  stock  and  victory  bonds  for  ten  years, 
or  reduce  the  interest  from  5 per  cent,  to  2J 
per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  Devon  District  Guild  members  mot  at 
Newton  Abbott  recently,  Mrs.  Perkins  (Teigu* 
mouth)  presiding  over  a large  guthoring.  A 
strongly-worded  resolution  to  tho  Ministry  of 
Health  on  the  reduction  of  the  milk  grant  to 
welfare  centres  was  carried . 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Middleton  Junction 
Guild  was  held  on  the  3rd  inst.  Mrs.  Raynor 
was  in  the  chair.  Mrs.  Broadhurst  (Oldham 
district  secretary)  and  Mrs.  Easthopo  wero  also 
present.  Mrs.  Matthews  (sectional  secretary) 
was  the  speaker,  and  gave  an  excejlent  address. 
At  tho  next  meeting,  on  the  11th  inst.,  the  fol- 
lowing ladies  were  elected  as  officials : - Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  Oade;  vice-president,  Mrs.  Win  row  ; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Howarth ; secretary,  Mrs. 
Eckersley;  committee,  Mesdames  Sewell, 
Barnes,  Uttley,  Kay,  and  Lonsdale.  The  branch 
has  thirty- six  members. 


On  the  11th  inst.  the  Reigate  and  Redliill 
Guild  members  held  a New  \ ear's  fancy  dress 
party,  when  orizes  were  given  for  the  best  fancy 
costumes.  The  prize-winners  were:  1.  “Mr. 

Russet.”  Master  P.  Harvey;  2.  Spanish  Dancer, 
Miss  C.  Moreton ; 3,  Robin  Hood.  Matter  A. 
Whitman ; 4,  a Clown,  Muster  J.  l'incli.  Other 
prominent  characters  were  an  Indian,  Chines© 
Lady,  C.W.S.  Cigarettes,  and  .1  Pierrot t ; 
while  many  who  did  not  compete  deserve  special 
commendation,  among  whom  were  MLss  Allen 
(secretary,  Reigate  Guild),  “ A Puzzle  ; Mrs.  % 
Bun  (treasurer,  Redhill  Guild),  “ Autumn  ; 
Mrs.  Harvey  (secretary,  Redhill  Guild), 

“ Night  ” ; Mrs.  Moreton  (vice-president,  Rei- 
gat©°  Guild),  “ ’Appy  ’ Arriett  ” ; Miss  Chcal 
(treasurer,  Reigate  Guild),  “ Wales  ; Mrs. 
Goldsmith  (assistant-secretary,  Reigate),  “ A 
Ladv  of  the  Last  Century”;  Mrs.  Davey, 

‘ CAV.S.  Bonbons.”  Tho  box-making  competi- 
tion resulted  in  a close  contest,  in  which  Miss 
Emmery  took  first  prize,  Mrs.  Dayev  second,  and 
Miss  Anthony  third.  In 'hat-trimming,  Mr.  Jen- 
nings (management  committee)  won  first  prize, 
Mr.  Wudey  second,  and  Mr.  Gudgeon  and  Master 
M.  Fitzpatrick  third  (divided).  Mr.  Jein.ing; 
distributed  the  prizes  in  the  absence  of  the  Mayor4 
of  Reigate  (Mr.  W.  Rey,  J.P.),  .**  member  of  th© 
board  of  management,  who  had  contributed 
several  prizes. 
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WOMEN'S  PACES 

FAMINE  AND  TRADE  IN  RUSSIA. 


MAKING  INTERNATIONALISTS 


PLIGHT  OF  MOTHERS  : EYES  THAT  WILL  NOT  SEE. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  WOOLWIQH  TRAVELLING  GUILD. 


CO-OPERATIVE  CENTROSOYUS  TO  THE  RESCUE. 


We  Russian  mothers  who  are  destined  to  die  this  winter  from  starvation  and 
disease  implore  the  people  of  the  whole  world  to  taXe  our  children  from  us,  that 
those  who  are  innocent  may  not  share  our  horrible  fate. 

We  implore  the  world  to  do  ti .is  oecauso,  even  at  tho  cost  of  a voluntary  and 
eternal  separation,  we  long  to  repair  the  wrong  wo  have  committed  in  giving  them 
a life  which  is  worse  than  death. 

All  of  you  who  have  children  or  who  have  lost  children,  all  of  you  who  have 
children  and  fear  to  lose  them,  in  remembrance  of  the  children  who  are  dead  and 
in  the  name  of  those  who  are  still  living  wo  besoeoh  you. 

Do  not  think  of  us;  we  cartnot  be  helped.  We  havo  lost  all  hope,  but  we  shall 
yet  be  happy  with  the  only  happiness  that  a mother  knows  in  tho  knowledge  that  her 
child  is  safe. 


No  one  with  any  feeling  at  all,  and"more 
especially  women  co-operators,  can  close  fheir 
eyes  to  the  appeal  printed  above  and  made  by 
Russian  mothers  in  last  week’s  press.  The 
appeal  was  made  through  the  Friends’  Emer- 
gency Relief  Committee  iu  a memorandum 
giving  particulars  of  a plan  fcx*  bringing  over 
a numbw  of  children  from  the  I amine  area  in 
Russia  a period  of  a year’s  hospitality  in 
this  oountry.  Meanwhile  the  appeal  was 
blocked  by  the  Home  Secretary,  who  is  again 
considering  the  matter. 

Famine,  misery,  un- 
employment — such  is 
the  condition  of  Europe 
to-day,  thanks  to  the 
exploits  of  c-peculators, 
who  dissipate  shame- 
lessly the  fruits  of  the 
labours  of  the  people 
under  the  system  of 
capitalism. 

••  But  Russia  has  no 
intention  of  a com- 
plete return  to  capi- 
talism.” Thus  spoke 
M.  Krassin  a repre- 
sentative of  the  Cen- 
trosoyus  on  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  In- 
terna lional  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance,  recently, 
in  the  course  of  an 
interview.  “ 0 n d e r 
no  circumstances,”  he 
-aid,  “ can  we  turn  our 

ilways,  &c.  — the 


D n’t  'tan'!  bv  Whi'e  ftusva  Starves. 

Tho  condition  of  things  Ip  Russia  concerns  each  ono 
ol  us:  and  International  goodwill  can  only  come 
from  any  efforts 'to  savo  the  children,  who  are  the 
victims  of.  distress  In  the  famine  area  ol  Russia. 


iindiitiou  of  our  industry — to  private  capital.” 
•mT  I t'  " , in  the  cour  e r*f  a-  conversation  with 
.r  ! R.  bn  t Cecil,  Mi.  Krasshi  asked:  — Why 
'didn't  you  take  over  the  business  of  supply* 

■ Russia  with  olus^nl  quantities  of  ngrioul- 
■ ral  machinery.5'”  and.  suggesting  long-term 
edits,  add-el:  ” Tf  three-quarte's  of  your 

took  were  thrown  into  Russia,  Russia  will 
begin  earning  and  if  Russia  earns,  if  the 
130,000,000  of  her  population  who  are  now- 
starving  and  freezing  for  want  of  these  things, 
begin  to  work,  in  five  years’  time  we  shall 
inundate  you  with  grain  and  eggs.” 

11  Interesting,  but  hardly  feasible,”  was  Lord 
Robert  Cecil’s  comment.  “ Quite  so,”  rejoined 
Erase  in,  “ because  yon  are  consummate  masters 
of  one  thing  only— fishing  in  the  troubled 
waters  of  somebody’s  war.  Your  world  turns 
on  the  principle  that  all  men  are  enemies,  and 


it  is  hard  for  you  to  break  away  from  this  prin- 
ciple. But  you  will  be  compelled  to  by  your 
own  manufacturers.” 

Meanwhile,  what  is  the  C’entro  soy  us  doing  to 
help  to  better  the  condition  of  tilings  in  Russia? 
It  has  established  a ” Commerce  Exchange,” 
whereby  trade  is  to  be  systematised : demand 
and  supply  determined  and  evil  influences 
eliminated.  The  advantages  of  such  an 
Exchange  can  be  summed  up  in  securing:  (1) 
Rapidity  of  turnover ; (2)  facilitating  of 

business ; (3)  stan- 

dardisation of  goods ; 
(4)  registration  of 
prices ; and  (5)  estab- 
lishing and  cultivation 
of  proper  business 
methods. 

The  object  of  this 
Centrosoyus  Exchange 
is  adapted  to  the  pre- 
s e n t conditions  of 
Russia,  and  differs  in 
many  respects  from 
the  ordinary  Ex- 
changes in  other 
countries.  In  Western 
Europe,  Exchanges 
deul  mainly  with  pro- 
ducts, raw-  materials, 
and  half-manufactured 
articles ; manufactured 
articles,  as  a rule,  do 
not  come  within  the 
scope  of  their  opera- 
tions. In  Russia,  o- 
the  other  hand,  there 


is  practically  no  limit  to  the  number  or  class 
.of  goods  dealt  in  on  the  Exchange,  e.".,.  on  the 
opening*  day  of  the  Centrosoyus  Exchange, 
transactions  were  made  in  eight  different  kinds 
of  goods,  and,  as  the  Exchange  develops,  the 
number  may  reach  - many  dozens  or  even 
hundreds  of  different  varieties  of  goods.  Some- 
thing similar  takes  place,  at.  the  Hamburg  Ex- 
change, which  is,  perhaps,  the  only  institution 
of  its  kind  in  Western  Furope. 

At  present  the  meetings  of  the  Moscow 
Exchange  take  place  twice  a week.  The  Ex- 
change works  very  successfully,  since  during 
the  first  meetings  of  its  members,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  they  had  no  precise  knowledge  of 
the  conditions  of  the  market,  transactions  for 
considerable  amounts*  were  concluded  in  6uch 
goods  as  ” samovars,”  hemp,  soda,  tobacco, 
twine,  &c.  The  turnover  on  the  opening  day  of 
the  Exchange  reached  18  milliard  roubles. 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


The  Market  Bosworth  Guild  branch  has  opened 
again  aftei>*  being  closed  for  six  months. 

The  new  secretary  of  the  Crumpsall  Women’s 
Guild  is  Mrs,  Stott,  14,  Kearsley-road,  Higher 
Crumpsall,  Manchester. 

Miss  Ethel  Lewis  was  the  speaker  at  the 
Hockley  Women’s  Guild  on  Monday  last.  She 
dealt  with  the  medical  treatment  of  sdlOol 
children. 

The  Lincoln  Guild  urns  recently  hontmre'cT'vifch 
a visit  from  Mr.  J.  D.  M'Innes,  J.P.,  who  gave 
a most  interesting  address  on  ” Some  Features 
of  Foreign  Co-operation.”  He  urged  all  present 
to  learn  more  of  the  advantages  of  co-operation. 
It  was  agreed  that  to  visit’foreign  co-operative 
societies  was  a great  education. 

Mrs.  Reed,  the  Gorton  Guild’s  representative 
on  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Executive 
Committee,  has  reported  that  in  Manchester  all 
schemes  and  plans  are  being  turned  down  for 
lack  of  funds.  The  “ Glaxo,”  such  a boon  to 
non-nursing  mothers;  is  to  be  halved  iu  quantity. 

Lady  Astor,  M.P.,  reoently  addressed  the 
Plymouth  Guild  on  “ Women’s  Questions  in 
Parliament.”  It  was  a very  instructive  address, 
showing  plainly  how  badly  women  are  deeded 
there.  After  the  address  Lady  Astor  was  pro- 
posed and  accepted  unanimously  as  a member 
of  the  Plymouth  branch. 

The  Midland  Seotion  of  the  Women's  Guild 
has  made  during  the  past  year  seventeen  new 
branches,  and  an  increase  iu  membership,  of 
1,058.  It  includes  amongst  its  members  one 
city  councillor  and  one  town  councillor.  The 
Nottingham  branch  had  the  honour  of  having 
the  Mayoress  (Mrs.  Bowles)  a member:  Mrs. 

Cottrell  is  on  the  Midland  Sectional  Board,  six 
members  are  on  the  Midland  Educational  Asso- 
ciation, and  six  members  on  the  Borough  and 
County  Committees.  Three  members  ore  J.P.’s. 


Tho  Northampton  Guild  branches  are  certainly 
not  lacking  in  initiative  and  ideas.  The  St. 
James’,  Far  Cotton,  and  Central  branches  have 
issued  a bright  little  leaflet  advertising  their 
meetings.  They  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  a band  of  working  women,  and  the 
mothers  mid  home-makers  of  the  days  to  come. 
The  government  of  the  Guild  is  democratic,  tho 
method’  free  and  conversational,  and  the  spirit 
that  of  comradeship.  May  their  little  enterprise 
bring  them  prosperity  and  many  hew  members. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Women’s 
Guild  held  recently  an  addro>6  was  de- 

livered by  Mr.  H.  S.  Harding  (educational  sec- 
retary), the  president  of  tho  branch  (Mrs. 
Alderman  Bowles)  occupying  the  chair.  Mr. 
Harding  dealt  with  the  need  for  the  extension 
of  the  Women’s  Guild  movement  into  every 
district  in  Nottingham.  He  gave  marty  valu- 
able suggestions,  and  .detailed  a scheme  of 
organisation  whereby  the  various  branches 
could  be  kept  in  touch  with  one  another. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Adsett,  our  London  representative, 
testifies  to  the  enthusiasm  of  Southern  Guilds- 
woraen  for  our  publications,  who  feel  that  socie- 
ties might  do  a great  deal  more  to  pudi  '.he  sale 
of  co-operative  periodicals.  The  women  liave 
suggested  that  in  large  departmental  stores 
arrangements  might  be  made  for  having  a stall 
on  Fridays  and  Saturdays.  Societies  might  also 
ai  range  for  a News  ” delivery  from  a list  of 
registered  subscribers.  A generous  tribute  has 
been  paid  to  the  good  work  which  has  been  accom- 
plished amongst  the  juniors  by  “Our  Circle  ” ; 
and  a suggestion  has  found  favour  in  many 
quarters  that  there  should  be  another  paper 
which  in  the  same  way  will  cater  for  the  adoles- 
cent, serving  as  a connecting  link  between  “ Our 
Circle  ” and  the  “ News.”  The  women  have 
also  expressed  a hope  at  their  conferences  that 
the  “ Woman’s  Outlook  ” should  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible brighten  the  Guildroom  weekly  instead  of 
monthly. 


International  co-operation!  How  much  have 
wo  heard  about  it,  and  yet  we  might  attend 
dozens  of  conferences  on  the  subjet,  or  talk 
about  it  till  Doomsday,  without,  many  Ouilds- 
women  being  any  wiser  or  feeling  that  thev 
understood  tho  subject.  A speaker  on  “ Inter- 
national Co-operation  ” finds  that  even  yet  thei'e 
arq  many  prejudiced  Guildsworaen  who  really 
cannot-  believe  that  the  views  of  the  women  of 
foreign  countries  are  identical  with  theirs,  but 
could  they  but  meet  a German  or  a French  work- 
ing woman  in  her  home,  and  hold  a friendly  con- 
versation with  her,  they  would  become  enthu- 
siasts in  the 'Cause  of  world  co-operation. 

‘‘  International  Co-opera tion  ” is  a subject 
which  leaves  so  much  to  .the  imagination.  But 
why  should  we  have  to  exercise  our  imaginations 
on  the  question?  Why  cannot  co-operative 
Women  have  the  wonderful  experience  of  visit- 
ing foreign  countries? 

“ But  the  expense  most  women  would  argue.” 
Rut  this  is  no  greater  with  the  present  rate  of 
exchange  than  tbs  cost  of  the  usual  weekly  or 
fortnightly  sojourn  by  the  sea,  which  many 
mothers  dread  so  much  as  u period  -of  worry, 
exertion,  and  boredom.  Anyway,  the  experiment 
has  been  made  by  many  Woolwich  Guildswomen, 
and  there  is  no  need  to  ask  them  whether  it  has 
been  a success  or  not.  They  are  still  recalling 
happy  memories  of  last  year’s  trip  to  Holland, 
hud  are  looking  forward  with  happy  anticipation 
to  a week  in  Paris  this  year. 

How  is  it  done?  Many  of  the  members  of  the 
Woolwich  Guild  have  joined  the  Royal  Arsenal 


Society’s  Travelling  Guild,  which  lias  not  vet: 
been  in  existence  two  years.  The  aims  of  tho 
Guild  are  to  widen  the  outlook  of  British  co- 
operators  by  a comparison  of  Continent  d 
methods  with  British  methods  of  conducting  io- 
oporativ's  industry  and  education.  »nd  U prmioto 
fellowship  between  the  nations  of  rhe  earth  au.1 
so  put  an  end  to  all  wars. 

A member  puts  a small  sum  in  the  club  eh  h - 
week,  and  at  tbc  mid  of  six  or  iikmI,  . 

according  to  the  amount  she  puts  in,  and  the 
place  she  desires  tu  go  to,  finds  that  siio  has  g,  c 
enough  money  to  take  her  to  the  Continent.  For 
example,  a member  might  contribute  4s.  a week 
for  twelve  months.  Sba  would  then  have  enough 
to  take  her  to  Switzerland  <r  Germany.  A visit 
to  Denmark  or  France  would  be  even  less.  Ii 
might  mean  a sacrifice  to  a working  woman  1<> 
contribute  three  or  four  shillings  a week,  but  it 
w ould  be  well  worth  while,  and  iho  precious  value 
of  these  visits  to  working  women  cannot  In?  over- 
estimated. This  is  a way  to  make  good  inter- 
nationalists. 

Woolwich  Travelling  Guild's  members  not  only 
enjoy  a holiday  abroad  very  inexpenuv.  lv, 
are  conducted  through  all  the  large  co-opera  un- 
productive factories.  the  foreign  ulml, 
societies,  and  co-operative  banks,  and  it  is  h opt’d 
that  in  the  near  future  parties  of  co-operators 
from  the  different  countries  the  Guild  inis  \isii.  ,| 
will  be  persuaded  to  visit  the  ,<>-•  p-mtivo  world 
in  this  country,  and  be  entertained  by  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society’s  Travelling  Guild. 


Mr.  RUSSET  OVER  THE  STICKS, 


Mr.  Russet  LEADS  THE  FIELD  for  Tea  quality,  and  SURMOUNTS 
EVERY  OBSTACLE  in  his  endeavour  to  give  satisfaction.  He  will 
never  be  JOCKEYED  from  this  position. 


ASK  AT  YOUR  STORE  FOR 

; lb. “ RUSSET  TEA” 9d. 

Then  try  it  at  home ; buy  another  £-lb.  and  get  into  the 

"Russet  Tea”  Habit. 

Keep  the  wrappers  ready  for  the  Competition — particulars 
of  which  will  be  announced  next  week. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

(COR RESPONDENTS  are  requested  to  write  in  on  one 

sido  of  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  fetatingvegc,  sex, 
occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive  “'fiainis-dc- 
plurue  " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real  names  and  addresses 
as  proof  of  good  faith.  oN  acute  conditions  or  cases  re- 
quiring to  lx>  seen  can  he  considered.  Address,  " The 
Doctor,”  " Co-operative  News,”  Long  Mi  ligate,  Manchester.) 


Xeubalgia  Resulting  from  a Blow  (“  B. 
N."). — Tiie  fall  with  the  bide  of  the  head  on  the 
fender  is  quite  sufficient  to  result  in  the  neu- 
ralgia spreading  from  the  site  of  injury  down 
tho  neck.  But  you  should  get  your  own  doctor 
to  examine  and  prescribe  treatment. 

? Diabetes  (“  Worried  ”). — The  fact  of  your 
husband  “ going  thinner  without  any  apparent 
cause’1  points  to  a suspicion  of  diabetes;  and^ 
the  sooner  he  consults  a good  doctor  and  gets' 
liis  urine  examined  for  sugar  tho  better.  Until 
this  is  dono  any  treatment,  either  by  corre- 
s pon deuce  or  otherwise,  would  be  worse  than 
useless.  ■ 

Blackheads  (“Fam,”  Devon). — A week’s 
daily  use  of  a 5 per  cent,  ointment  of  salicylic 
acid  ointment,  after  thorough  washing  and  dry- 
ing, will  help  the  skin.  The  blackheads  should 
be  removed,  either  by  being  squeezed  out  be- 
tween the  two  thumb  nails  or  by  means  of  a 
wa tr’h-key  pressed  firmly  over  each  one  and  over 
a bone  until  the  worm-like  contents  of  tho  little 
cysts  are  extruded.  Afterwards  use  sulphur 
chitnient.  Many  thanks  for  commendation  of 
our  Medical  Column. 

..  Urinary  Trouble  (“  Rigo  ”).-Your  “ trouble  ” 
now  stems  to  have,  in  tho  main,  left  you.  all 
that  you  now  require  being  care,  rest,  with  mild, 
unirritating  diet — a good  deal  of  milk  food,  no 
alcohol,  no  spiced  or  salted  food,  no  bacon  or 
ham— on  account  of  the  salt  petre  with  which 
ir.  is  generally  cured.  A few'  bottles  of  the  fol- 
lowing mixture  will  also  help  you: — Liquor 
potass’*?,  I drachm;  tincture  of  hyoscyamus,  2 
drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms;  infu- 
sion of  buclm  to  $ ounces.  One  tablcspoonful 
three  times  a day. 

“ Sh th  Waman.”  or  some  sucli  “ nom-de- 
plumc.” — You  break  one  of  our  rules  by  oinit- 
inig  your  real  name  and  address,  not  lor  publica- 
tion, but  as  a guarantee  of  good  faith.  It  is  en- 
couraging to  receive  such  a letter  as  yours,  with 
it  s commendation  of  our  replies  as  “ straight,” 
“a  boon  to  many,”  &c.  Re  your  questions.  (]) 

1 fear  the  book  you  mention  is  only  a quack  pub- 
lication. (2)  You  are  quite  right  in  your  sum- 
mary of  my  advice  on  the  subject,  that  mind 
training  is  the  most  important  influence,  and 
that  tho  cure  lies  iu  yourself.  (3)  It  will  be  no 
harrier  to  marriage,  later. 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  (“Rheumatic”). — I 
have-dealt  with  this  subject  recently,  and  here 
repent : — (1)  That  this  is  not  ordinary'  rheu- 
matism, nor  indeed  rheumatism  at  all,  which 
affects  the  joints;  . whereas  “ rheumatoid  ” 
affects  the  tissues  around'  and  outside  the  joints. 
(2)  It  i3  not  specially  due  to  damp  or  low-lying 
localities,  being  contracted  in  inland  places  or 
at,  the  seaside,  in  hilly  districts  or  in  flat  places. 
(31  Tt  is  not  amenable  to  ordinary  “ anti-rheu- 
matir,  ” treatments,  suoh  as  that  of  hydros,  &c. 
<-il  Massage  and  rubbing  generally  do  not  bene- 
fit it.  (5)  The  most  hopeful  treatment  is  dietetic 
--limitation  of  meat,  abstinence  from  alcohol, 
acid  raw  fruits,  limitation  in  the  quantity  of 
food;  most  “ rheumatoid”  people  eat  too  much. 

A Speech  Defeot  (“Rhomboid”). — Truly  a 
curious  question  for  a doctor  is  yours,  viz.  : 
Why  is  it  that  some  children,  especially  boys, 
cannot  say  the  sound  R,  but  pronounce  it  more 
like  W,  where  at  the  commencement  of  words? 
And  you  ask:  “ Is  there  any  ‘ cure’  for  this,  bv 
operation  or  otherwise?”  I know  of  no  such 
cure  for  this  little  infantile  defect  iu  speech, 
from  which  most  children  grow  out  of  in  time, 
-though’  some  do  not;  and  all  that  can  be  done  is 
patiently  to  persevere  in  the  efforts  to  train  the 
child  to  pronounce  the  defective  letter  correctly. 

■ Many  thanks  for  your  opinion  of  our  Medical 
Column  as  “interesting  and  helpful.” 

Chronic  Appendicitis  (“  Sufferer  ”). — We 
are  so  accustomed  to  hear  of  appendicitis  requir- 
ing an  immediate  operation  that  fo  some  it  may 
stem  ctrange  that  one  can  have  it  in  a chronic 
form,  such  as  I regard  your  pain  as  probably 
due  to.  In  such  cases  the  recurrent  attacks 
lead  to  the  obliteration  of  the  appendix,  as  some- 
times happens  after  one  acute  attack,  without 
recurrence,  and  the  treatment  consists  in  care- 
ful dieting,  avoiding  constipation — that  “ bete 
noir”  of  so  many: — lying  up,  and  applying  hot 
fomentations,  Ac.,  when  the  pain  recurs,  and, 
of  course,  sending  for  the  doctor  as  a.  precaution 
against  the  possibility  of  tile  “ attack  ” develop- 
ing into  a more  acute  form.  This  you  seem  to 
have  dono  in  your  own  case;  and  I think  you 
cannot  do  better  than  continue  the  treatment, 
and  to  trust  to  your  doctor,  who  appears  to  me 
to  be  entirely  worthy  of  your  confidence. 


CONVALESCENT  HOMES 

Blackpool,  Otley,  and  Scarborough. 


TERMS  for  Visitors 
until  March  31st  : — 


Otley  - - - 
Blackpool  and 
Scarborough 


35s. 

per  week. 

£2 


Applications  for  room* 
to  be  made  direct  to 
::  the  Matron.  :: 


The  Matron.  Co-operative  Convalescent  Home,  “ Glen* 
royd,"  Whitecatf.  Drivk,  Blackpool. 

The  Matron.  Co-operative  Convalescent  Home,  Thorpe 
Dene,  Westwood,  Scarborough. 


CALENDAR. 


JANUARY. 

28  S.  Airedale  Worsted  Manufacturing  Society. — Meeting 
in  tho  Assembly  Room,  Sunbridge-road,  Bradford, 
at  4 p.m. 

n i,  Calderdalo  Clog  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society.— 
Half-yearly  Meeting,  in  the  Inohfiold-Bottom 
School,  Walsden,  at  3-30  p.m. 

„ „ Men's  Guild  (Manchester  District  Council).— Confer- 
ence at  Holyoako  House.  Hunover-street,  Manches- 
ter,, at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : "Aims 
and  Work  of  tho  Men's  Guild."  Speaker,  Mr.  T. 
W.  fiercer  (Co-operative  Union). 

„ „ Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educational  Associa- 
tion.— Annual  Meeting,  on  tho  Co-operative  Pre- 
mises, Cairo-street,  Warrington,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : “ Oo-operation  and  Polities.” 

Speaker,  Sirs.  E.  M.  Christie  (organiser.  Co-opera- 
tive Party). 

„ ,i  North-Western  Seel  ion. — Oldhain  District  Conference, 
in  the  Caf6  Hall,  Milnrow-road,  Shaw,  at  3-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " International  Co- 
operative Trading."  Speaker,  Mr,  J.  Bradshaw 
(secretary,  North-Western  Section). 

n i>  North-Western  Section.— Rossendale  District  Confer- 
ence. in  the  l^cpiro  Room  of  the  Free  Library, 
Rawtenrtall,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion’ : 

‘ The  Press  and  the  People."  Paper  by  Mr. 
George  Brownbill.  J.P.  (chairman,  National' Pub- 
lishing Society). 

„ „ Southern  Section.— Oxford  District  Conference,  in 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  Broad-strect,  Banbury,  at. 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Co-operative 
Policy  in  Relation  to  tlm  Organisation  oi  Retail 
Trade."  Paper  by  Mr.  R.  Ruwlinsoa  (manager, 
Reading  Society). 

ii  n South-Western  Section.— Bristol  and  Somersetshire 
District  Conference,  at  l^wrencc  Hill,  Bristol,  at 
3 p.m.  Busiiiew  : Consideration  of  annual  report 
and  balance  sheet. 

,)  „ Women's  Guild. — Cheshire  and  Norih  Wales  District 
Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall.  Discard. 
2-30  p.m.  : Mr.  A.  Pickup;  subject,  " The  Co-opera- 
tive Capital  Campaign  : A Call  to  the  Women  in 
the  Movement."  6-30  p.m.  : Mr.  H.  S.  llowo, 
B.Sc.;  subject,  “ Proport  ional  Representation.” 

» ii  Women's  Guild  (Dewsbury  and  Huddersfield  Dis- 

tricts).—Conference  in  the  Co-operative  Hall. 
Ifeckmondwikc,  at  2-45  p.m.  Speaker,  Mrs.  Dews- 
bury (national  president). 

30  M.  Women’s  Guild.— Soutli  Metropolitan  District  Con- 

ference, in  the  Co-operative  3-Call.  South  Suburban 
Stores,  Crcen-lanc.  Pcnge,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject 
lor'  discussion:  "International  Os-operation.” 

Speaker,  Mrs.  Leighton  (Sectional  Council). 

FEBRUARY. 

1 W.  Women's  Guild.— Nortli-East  Devon  District  Confer- 
ence, jn  the  Co-operative  Hall.  Torquay,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : "Co-Education.”  Speaker, 
.Mrs.  Flood. 

i,  „ Women's  Guild- — Aberdnre  and  Rhondda  District 

Conference,  in  the  Lesser  Hall,  Aberaman,  at  2-30 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : ” Proportional  nc- 
presentation. ” Speaker,  Miss  E.  E.  Morton, 

M.B.E. 

n Women's  Guild  (Nottingham  District). — Officials' 

Class,  in  tho  Board  Room,  Alfred-street-,  Notting- 
ham, at  11  a.'m.  and  2 p.m.  Teacher,  Mrs. 
Unswortli  (sectional  secretary). 

„ „ Women’s  Guild  (East  Yorkshire  District.).— Officials' 
Class,  in  tho  Owen  Hall,  Baker-street-.  Hull,  nt 

2 p.m.  Teacher,  Mis.  Butler  (eeutional  secretary). 

3 F.  Women's  Guild. — Lincoln  District  Conference,  in  the 

Co-operativo  Hall,  Lincoln,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion:  “The  Dividing  of  the  District.” 
Speaker,  Mrs.  Unswortli. 

4 S.  Association  of  Joint  Committees  of  Management. — 

Conference  at  Holyoako  House,  Hanover-street, 
Manchester.  Subject  for  discussion  : ■'  Reserve 

Funds."  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  Hynd  (Failsworth). 

„ „ Central  Education  Committee. — Conference  in  the 
Assembly  Kali,  80,  Leman-street,  London,  E.,  at 
2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion:  “Organisation 
of  Junior  Co-opera  tore.”  Speaker,  Professor  F. 
Hall,  M.A. 

„ „ Co-operative  Party  (Clayton  and  Mossley  Divisional 
Council).— Conference  in  the  Lecturo  Hall,  Old- 
luttn-road,  Failsworth,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion : " Tho  Evolution  of  Co-operative  Poli- 
tics.” Speaker,  Mrs.  Christie  (National  Co- opera- 
tive Party). 

„ „ Cooperative  Students'  Fellowship  (Merseyside 
Branch).— Meeting  iu  the  Board  Room,  162,  Wal- 
ton-road,  Liverpool,  at  7 p.m.  Subject,  for  discus- 
sion : “A  Review  of  C-o-operative  Education.” 
Speaker,  Professor  F.  Hall,  (M.A. 

„ i.  Midland  Section  (Leicester  and  Coventry  District 
Conference  Associations). — Joint  Conference,  in 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  Long-street,  Great  Wigatnn, 
nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Tho  Co- 
operative Movement  and  its  Relationship  to  Pre- 
sent-day Social  and  Industrial  Problems";  to  be 
introduced  by  Mr.  H.  Clay  son. 

„ „ Midland  Section.— Shropshire  and  Mid-Wales  District 
Conference,  in  the  English  Wesleyan  School, 
Oswestry,  at  3-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" Financial  Stability  and  Business  Expansion";  to 
be  introduced  by  Councillor  E.  Griffiths  (Shrews- 
bury). 

„ ,,  (Midland  Section  and  Oo-openitivo  Party. — Confer- 
ences in  tho  Co-operative  Hall,  Rugby,  at  2-30 
p.m.  Speaker,  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins.  And  iu  the 
Church  Parlour,  Albert  Hall,  Nottingham,  at  2-30 
p.m.  Speaker,  Mr.  S.  F.  Pern  , J.P.  Subject  for 
discussion  : ” The  Co-operative  Party.” 

„ „ Northern  Section  and  Co-operative  Party.— Confer- 
ence in-  the  C.W,8.  Dining  Hall,  West  Blandford- 
strect,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  at  2-15  p.m.  Subjeot 
for  discussion  : " The  Co-operative  Party." 

Speaker,  Mr.  .J.  M.  Gillians. 

„ „ South-Western  Section  and  Co-operative  Party.— Con- 
ference in  the  Co-operative  Educational  Room, 
St.  Sjdwell-street,  Exeter,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion:  "The  Co-operative  Party.” 

Speaker,  Mr.  C.  Darch. 

„ „ Western  Section  and  Co-operative  Party. — Confer- 
ence at  the  C.W.S.  Depot,  Oardifl,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " 'Die  Co-operative 

Party."  Speaker,  Mr.  A.  H.  Jones. 

,,  ,,  South-Weslern  Convalescent  Fund. — Annual  Meeting, 
at  St,  Sidwell’s,  Exeter,  at  2-30  p.m. 

,,  ,,  Win.  Thomson  and  Sons  Ltd.  (Huddersfield). — Annual 
Meeting,  at  Woodhouse  Mills,  Huddersfield,  at 

3 p.m. 

„ „ Women’s  Guild.— North  lancashire  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Central  Hall,  1-anoaster-road,  Preston, 
i nt  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Women  on 
Co-operative  BqariLs  and  Committees."  Speaker, 
Mrs.  Greenwood  (Rochdale). 

6 M.  Women's  Guild  (Stafford  District).— Officials'  CIasb««, 
in  tho  Co-operative  Hall,  Bridge-street,  WaJsull, 
al  2-30  p.m.  Teacher,  Mrs.  /U  ns  worth  (sectional 
secretary ). 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO  OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  S 

FLOUR  BINS  AND  SHOOTS 

are  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  Is  proved 
by  the  increased  Kepeat  Orders  that  ure 
coming  in.  If  you  h&vo  not  got  a Catalogue, 
pleaso  writo  for  ono. 

Manufacturers  oml  Furnlshorj  of  Appllanooa 
lor  “Excclda"  Check  System,  that  haj 
proven  successful  at  liurualey. 


Address:  TINNING  DEPARTMENT 


YOU  WANT  SATISFACTION 

in  youp  DYEING  & GLEANING  Dept.  P 


YES!! 


THEN  TRY  AT  ONGB  OUR 

CO-OPERATIVE  SERVICE 

(Best  in  the  Country) 

Hundreds  are  Using  It.  WHY  NOT  YOU  ? 

Tel.  1966.  Cardigan  St..  LEICESTER. 


MANAGERS  AND  OWNERS  OF 
BUSINESSES 

Are  feeling  more  end  more  the  tense  of  fellowship  with  their 
workers.  A p.osperous  business  depends  on  healthy  happy 
workers. 

You  know  how  many  of  your  workers  troubles  depend 
on  bad  home  conditions.  Help  them  : Give  them  the  only 
books  which  give  them  that  knowledge  lo  help  themselves. 


MARRIED  LOVE.  6>.  net  (Post  6d  ). 

Tlic  book  ulhich  maker  marriage  happy. 

WISE  PARENTHOOD.  3s.  6d.  net  (Post  4d.). 

The  Irealise  or.  birlh  control. 

RADIANT  MOTHERHOOD. 

6s.  net  (Post  6d.). 

The  book  of  help  for  cJpcclanl  porenfi. 

By  Dr.  MARIE  STORES. 

At  all  Book’ellen. 

G.  P.  PUTNAM'S  SONS. 

24,  Bedford  Street,  Strand,  W.C  2. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


rtATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE  I 
& ALLIED  WORKF.nS.  (TheN.U.D.A.W.  I 


.‘THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Readable  Trade  Union 
Psper.  Published  lortnighlly 
(on  Saturdays).  Price  2d., 
Iroin  bnuv-h  secretaries.  or  3d. 
pest  lice  horn  Central  Office — 
"Oakley."  Wilirulow  Road. 

Fellnwfield,  ivlaniheiter. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BOOTS  and  OUTFITTING,  to  bo  opened  shortly.— Wanted, 
a YOUNG  MAN  to  take  charge  of  the  above,  under 
supervision  of  general  manager.— Apply,  giving  lull  par- 
ticulars, wages,  references,  and  experience,  not  later  than 
January  31st,  to  Co-operative  Society,  I-eighton  Buzzard.  _ 
ON FECTTON ER .— Good~oll -round  MAN  as"  FIRST  HAND; 
used  to  cake  and  small  goods  trade.— State  age,  wage, 
anil  experience,  with  three  copies  ot  recent  testimonials, 
Coopcrativo  Society  Ltd.,  High-street,  Taibach,  Port  Talbot, 
Glam. 

CLKKK  Wanted;  generally  fo  assist  secretary  and  able  to 
balance  accounts  for  audit;  commencing  salary,  30s. 
weekly.— Apply,  stating  age  and  experience,  with  copies  of 
two  recent  testimonials,  Co-operativo  Society  Limited, 
Shcnirghaui. 

CHOCOLATE  and  COCOA  MAKER  Wanted,  wno  must  be 
thoroughly  familiar  with  up-to-date  methods,  and  able 
to  efficiently  organise  the  work  -of  tho  factory,  and  control 
the  production  throughout  Its  various  stages.— Apply  in 
writing,  stating  age,  experience,  qualifications,  and  salary 
expected  (copies  of  recent  testimonials  may  be  enclosed), 
Committee,  English  and  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Societies.  100,  lycinaii-stieel.  London.  E.L ~ 

Drapery  shop  foremen.— two  drapery  shop 

FOREMEN  Required  by  the  London  Society;  must  bo 
moroughly  conversant  with  the  general  drapery  trade; 
good  window-dressers  essential;  N.U.D.A.W.  wages  paid.— 
Apply  by  letter,  stating  experience,  &c.,  to  tne  l^onilon 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  54.  Marylafld-st. , Stratford,  E.15. 
1UKKMA-N  Wanted  for  Bakery  Depart  rncm ^ must,  be  used 
lo  smalls;  good  prospects  for  progressive  man. — State 

age,  experience,  ,v<\ , to  Co-operative  Society,  Farnham. 

KAD-MILLIXER. — Thoroughly  experienced  YOUNG 

LADY  Required;  competent  to  open  out  and  develop 
a millinery  business,  and  to  buy  under  supervision  oi  drapery 
mi, linger. — Apply  by  letter,  not  later  than  Monday,  February 
6th,  stating  age  and  full  particulars,  to  the  Co-operative 
' ,34,  Mill-street,  Oongleton. 


MILLINERY  AND  BABY  LINEN.— >The  London  Society 
requires  the  services  of  n practical  MILLINER;  aocus- 
IumJ  to  control  (under  supervision  of  drapery  manager) 
and  bu>ing  for  millinery  and  baby  linen;  applicants  must 
be  fully  experienced  in  the  above  deportment.'.— Apply  by 
letter,  stating  age,  wages  required,  and  experience,  to  the 
London  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  54,  Maryland-street, 
Stratli  I.:,  E.15. 

REPRESENTATIVES  Wiinted  to  call  at  General  Stores: 
to  sell  proprietary  articles  on  commission.— Address 
(letters  only),  \V.  Stephens,  48,  Bailgate,  Lincoln. 
rWYlU'ftVmiuiittee  of  the- Ipswich  Society  thank  all  appli- 
.1  cants  for  the  positron  of  OUTFITTING  MANAGER, 


•cntly  advertised. 


THE  Onnmiltee  of  tho  Eastleigh.  Ramsey,  and  District 
Co-operative  Society  Limited  thank  all  applicant*,  for 
the  position  of  GENERAL  MANAGER , recently  advertised, 

The  position  is  now  filled. 

IHK  Committee  of  the  Doncaster  Society  beg  to  thank 


rjnn 


the  numerous  applicant-  for  the  position  of  BOOT  and 
SHOE  MANAGER  and  BUYER,  and  to  inform  them  that 
ttie  appointment  is  now  made. 

THE  Committee  of  Die  Rairfsbottom  Co-operative  Society 
be?  to  thank  the  very  nianv  applicants  for  the  position 
oi  DRAPERY  DEPARTMENTAL  -MANAGER,  recently  adver- 
ting and  to  say  the  vacancy  has  new  been  tilled. 


WANTED,  first-class,  MILLINER;  fully  competent  to 
take  charge  "t  department,  under  aupervinion  'of 
drapery  manager. — Apply,  not  later  tb.ui  January  31st, 
stnti  ig  age,  wage,  experience,  with  references  (copies  only), 
t<>  Secretary,  Co -operative  Society  Ltd..  41,  SUtion-road, 
Deslm  rough. 

‘K’lTAN'l'ED,  competent,  all-round  BUTCHER,  efficient. 

Tv  -sulesnuvn. — Apply,  stating  age.  wage,  and  exjierienoe, 
to  Chairman,  CO-operulive  Society,  OruwshuwbooUi. 

XXTx NTEd!  FOREJIA  N- CONFECTIONER  ; must ‘be  good 
T v disciplinarian,  and  able  to  produce  high-clm--  smalls, 
gfnoese,  Ac. ; iceing  and  piping  an  advantage. — State  oge, 
wage  experience,  and  xeterences,  to  Cooperative  Society, 
Dow  nine, -street,  Manchester. 


WANTED.  BUTCHERY  SALESMAN  for  travelling 
"Ford"  motor  van;  union  rah:  of  wages;  good 
opening  for  energetic  man  — Apply  to  the  General  Secretary, 
New  Swindon  InduMriaL  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  J3, 
East -street,  Swindon.  - 


A N enthusiastic  co-operator,  with  26  years'  knowledge  ot 
*he  pottery  trades  (both  manufacturing  and  buying),, 
desires  POST  in  the  Crockery  Department  of  any  soeictv 
in  the  movement;  expert  and  whole-hearted  service  wouliil 
b*:  given;- most  searching  inquiries  invited;  age  40.— Box 
40,  " ( o-pperativf  News,"  Manchester. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  warehousemen, 

CLERKS,  PACKEHS,  and  PORTERS.— Societies  requir- 
ing efficient  men  or  women,  with  good  reference*,  for  any 
distributive  detriment,  apply.  John  Turner.  General  Sec- 
retary, National  Amalgamated  Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Ware- 
housemen, and  Clerks,  Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London, 
W.C.l, 

BAKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or  Wale« 
requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade  are  requested 
*o  apply  to  W.  Bantisld,  General  Secretary.  Amalgamated. 
Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Confectioners,  57,  Sydney- 
etro^t,  London,  S.W- 

CUVJ'F.R  Requires  Situation 
CUTTER;  can  organise  nnd 

room;  aged  32:  usi-d  to  tlie  co-o|>erativn  movement  work- 
ing^—Ajqdy^^U^K^jA^  “ CVi-ojierativi'  News,”  M/<-. 

F4  2k-SERV1CBMAN  and  Wife  Require  joint  poritaon  a? 

J WORKING  .MANAGERS  of  country  society ; b<»th  o\- 
penerued  in  all  depart  men  la,  including  ladies’  and  gents’ 
bespoke  tailoring;  expellent.  referenorv;  difaengaged , liie- 
long  oo-operators  — Box  39,  " Owiperative  News,"  M/o. 


17IARM  BAILIFF. — To  anyono  in  need  of  a good  all- 
1 round  WORKING  FARM  BAILIFF,  with  life  expert- 
eiiee,  dairy  or  arable,  the  South  Croslaml  and  Neiherton  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Netherton,  near  Huddersfield,  wish  to 
recommend  their  farm  bailiff.  John  William  Clarke,  lor  a 
similar  'position,  as  they  are  giving  up  farming. 

LADY.  30,  seeks  POSITION;  had  four  years'  experioneo 
in  general  office  of  North  London  Society  as  Counter 
Caehier,  Share  Ledger  and  Wages  Olerk;  holding  good  refer- 
ence':.— Box  38,  " On-operative  News,"  Manchester. 

("1  ROCF.RY,  PROVISIONS, Tnd  GENERA L STORE  TRADE. 

X --.MANAGER  or  FIRST;  life  experience;  marned;  aged 
43;  . disengaged ; good  refeixv-ices , permanency;  dirtai>oei  no 
object;  co-operator. — Spiijxrs.  Cranbrook-mad,  Parkstnne. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


EDUCATION  SECRETARIES  PLEASE  NOTE. 

MARGARET  MURCH, 

13 ROM  principal  London  Thrsfcree,  in  WHOLE-EVENING 
HUMOROUS  nnd  DRAMAl‘10  RECITALS  from  world 
writers.  Wanted,  dates,  February,  north;  lo  follow  Lewi, 
January  31M.— Wire,  c/o  Richardy+u,  7,  Northfield, 
Haddock,  near  Bath. 

Till-;  IDEAL  i II II. I iREN'S  ENTERTAINER,  Pr«.fr»».r 
MERRY  MACK;  Ihinch  and  Judy,  VentriloqnLsro,  Con- 
jming.  Muriouettr' : over  100  engagements  this  eeaaon.— 92, 
Upp-r  Brook-.-t..  Manchester.  26th.  Cir-o[>oraliVi'  Hall,  Shaw. 

The  futuristicals"  concert  party. -sr,  i 

Class  Professional  Artistes  of  Repute.  Refined,  Artistic, 
Laughable.  Full  or  Part  Programme.  Will  Rent,  Share,  or 
Accept-  Engagements. — Comm un nations,  iManchestor  Enter- 
tf.iiiiuenA  Bureau.  92,  Upper  Bnwk-street,  >Ianc.b«-ler. 

HE  LATEST  SUCCESS;— "THE  STARS  AND  STRIPES  ” 
Refined  Comedy  Conc*rt  Tarty.  Open  for  engage- 
ments; terms  moderate. — Apply,  0.  ARMSTRONG,  45,  Marj- 
etreit,  Harpurhey,  Manchester. 

OUTHERN  CO-Op"eRATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  AGENCY? 
(Licensed  by  L.C.C.). — Write  for  nrtiktea  to  R.  HlB- 
bzrd,  u6.  Great  Prcscott-strcet,  Xiondon,  E.L 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION, 

WILL  CARTER'S  " MURRIE  MIMICS."— Two  big 
auoecsses,  Oldham  and  Manchester;  ropertoiTo  pri>. ; 
terms  mod. — 15,  Waryick-st.,  I^ulnie,  Man.  Id.  1103  Cnmral. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A GOOD  IDEA.— The  " PRIMO  " System  of  Paper  letter 
/V  CNitting  for  making  window  displays.— Patierns,  and 
niomu'J.  2s.  post  free. — " L’rirno,"  Dept.  B.,  27,  Clarendon- 
road,  Blackpool. - ' 

BREAD- MOULDING  PLANT  FOR  SALE,  oonemting  of 
3 Embrey'B  SPINDLE  MACHINES.  Also  ono  15-n,-p. 
“ Stockport  ” GAS  ENGINE;  iu  perfeot  order;  can  bo  h 
running,  advertiser  disposing  o(  thorn  to  make  way  for 
larger  installation— Apply,  Box  41,  " Co-operativo  News," 
Manchester. 

DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CTREAM,  tb«  real  thing,  ajAed 
the  world  over.  Also  CREAM  CHEESE,  MILK-FED, 
HOME-CURED  HAMS  and  BACON,  aupplicd  by  ii»o  Cathedral 
Dairy,  Exeter,  " the  home  of  Devonahiro  Clotted  Cream.  — 
Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  indufimal  Society  Ud.. 
110,  Sidwell-atreati  Exeter.  Prioea  and  all  parUoulara  oa 
applicatioo. 

FOP.  SALE,  "Albion"  MOTOR  LURRY;  3-tonnnr,  good 
rui  ning  order;  not  muoh  used.— For  particulars,  apply. 
Co-operative  Society,  Grantham. 

FREE. — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
uddress;  also  particulars  of  money-making  ajiaro  time 
agency.— E Ricbporp,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  Ixrndon. 

I NCREASE  EFFICIENCY. — WINDOW  DISPLAY  LETTER- 
ING and  FIGURES,  in  dainty  tints;  pattorna  and  expert 
instruction,  2s.  9d. ; oamplcte  business  outfit,  6s.  6d.,  post 
llVc  — Conway  Sign  Service,  Broadway,  Harrow-  

MOTORS  FOR  DISPOSAL.—"  Clayton  ” 3-tan  STEAM 
WAGGON;  rubber  tyres;  completely  overhauled  by 
makers;  splendid  condition,  any  trial  and  inspection;  offera 
invited.  "Mora"  12/16  16-cwJ.  DELTVERY  VAN . good 
running  owIot;  £80,  Hull.  " Darracq  ” 15/20-cwC  L(JRR\  . 
dion  odes;  sound  watorprool  cover;  inspection  and  trial 
by  appointment ; £150,  HuU.-Hull  Cooperative  Society  Ltd., 
26.  Jarrott-street.  Hull. 

NON-SMELLING  FIRELIGHTERS. 

2D.  PACKETS;  17s.  gross  packets;  samples  gratia.— Ad- 
dress. Firelight  Supplies,  Gorton,  Manchester. 


WORKING  A 44-HOUR  WEEK  IN  FTVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  TnE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditiona.  Keen  Price*. 
Established  1887. 

T.  II.  TONGF.,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 

OFF  ltd  M RNTTl  RE  and  APPLIANCES  of  aU  kind*; 

BANK  PAPER,  2s.  pur  ream:  CARBONS,  per  box 
ol  100  sheets.— Write  this  Productive  Society  re  your  re- 
qui-'cmento,  the  Midland  Woodworker  Ltd.,  163,  Bristol- 
sm-.'.  Birinin  ghitili. 

IfcIAN'0  AM  PINO  MADE  EASY. — CHART,  with  hill  in- 
slrui turns  enabling  you  to  play  after  first  lesson, 
J.  9d  fre.-,'— " P.  V.  Chart  Department,”  25,  Highfleld- 


THE  Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  Limited  beg 
(<>  inform  societies  that  they  have  PEGGIES,  RUB- 
BING BOARDS,  nnd  BRUSH  STOCKS  always  on  hand,  and 
can  give  QUICK  DESPATCH;  beat  workmaofcbip  guaranteed. 
A trial  order  solicited.  

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE  al 
tho  Lord*  Industrial  Co-operntava  SookAy'a  K*- 
« Laura:  l- 

OuaUty  la  Right.  Pnoev  are  Right. 

Note  tt.«  Addrea.  : ALBION  STREET. 


LOAN  WANTED. 

£2,200  on  Mortgage. 

Good  Security. 

Terms  to  Anchor  Tenants  Limited,  Qarden  Suburb^ 

■»  Humberstoae,  Leicester. 


Januaby  28,  1922. 
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Aids 

Digestion. 

Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and« 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

HoMIS 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HOVIS  is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


TOUR  BAKER  BAKES  IT. 


If  you 
want 


S 


OLID 

TYLISH  Trv 

ERVICEABLE  SPEROPE 
HOES  FOR  BrInd. 

UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Co-operators  Wanting  Good  Footwear 
should  see  they  get 

HOLYOAKE  Brand. 


HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L.,  “Eccles."  "Climax,"  and  other  Chock  Systems.  Penny 
Savings  BaDk  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX"  SyBtem:  No 
I'sating.  Saves  time.  Greatest  accuracy  Saves  Monev 

118,  CORPORATION  6T„  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street.  Nowcastle-on-Tyne, 

Tudor  Street,  London.  E.O. 


Better  Results  are  possible 

il  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and  effective 
method  of  handling  transactions  and  accounts.  Gives 
members  quicker  service  and  management  complete 
control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 


The  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Cotirt  Rd.,  London,  W.l. 


JOSEPH  BAKER  SOUS  & PERKINS  Ltd. 


FOR 


BISCUIT  MACHINERY 
AND  OVENS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

Telephone  > PETERBOROUGH  301.  THesram ; PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Offloea  : KINGS  WAY  HOUSE,  KlNGSWAY,  LONDON,  W.O.  2.  Works  : WlLLESOEN 

JUNCTION,  LONDON,  N.W.  10.  and  PETERBOROUGH.  Branohes  : 70,  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW.  72,  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL.  '; 


• XBfye  Reliable  Jiome  S)yes.  e e 0 s e>  0 h 


DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores 

Srad  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON. 

Makers  of  Edges'  "iDolly  Slue"  dr  “2 lolly  (Bream. 


CONFECTIONERY  TRAYS 

BOTTOMS  IN  ONE  PIECE. 


Is  tkBOOE>  for 

, w boys  w. 

} Smart* : Reiiablfc  1 
I r • Best  Value  : i y 

kJ-  W-lo-MacIc  by  the  tJUrSi-J-  ^ 

Crompton.  Boor  Alumfidfi. 

W1  I & tl  Whks , Dcsbcroud^ 


Cix  ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

0 Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 

the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed, 

Hat.  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 

Works  - WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “ SELF-HELP”  Ltd. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 


Telephone:  National.  Uuinley,  133.  - Manchester  Royal  Ex- 
change, No.  9 Pillar.  Telephone : National,  Manchester,  JDlo 

Registered  Office:  6,  Church  St.  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round, 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between  Leigh  and 
Warrington  ; 10  minutes'  walk  from  Culchelh  Station, 

Great  Central  Railway  ; 25  minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction, 
L & N.-VV.  Ra  lway 


For  particulars  apply:  — 

MlsaG.  Davies,  Manncercss,  fulclicth  Hall. 

Newchurch.  Nr.  Warrington 
or  Secretary,  Co-op  “ratlve  Society  Leigh,  Lanca. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauce., 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies, 

Perfect  in  Quality.  Moderate  in  Price 

MANOPACTUREn  RV 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society 
Ltd.,  Bee  Hive  Works,  Droyls  len. 


All  Co-operators  ff 
Trade  Unionists 


WANTED, 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

Self-Help  Brand  of  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - - DABTFOBD  ROAD.  LEICESTER 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing  Society 

Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire  Ltd. 
Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  u9o.  Hoot-Closing  Twist 
Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  Ac.,  Bindings,  Bool ' Loop*. 
Skirt  Bolting,  and  other  Trimmings. 

Agents  The  English  sad  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 

» 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot  and 
Shoe  Manufacturing  Society  Ltd 

Makers  of  tho 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies  Boots  and  Shoes, 
The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS,--;-""' 

Branch  Warehouse:  8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 

Thomson’s  SSsffi*  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Wcodhouse  Hills.  HUDDERSFIELD. 


The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society  Ld. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths. 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c., 


jj 


I‘K 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well  - known 
CO-OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 

is 

A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

EIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


The  CROMPTON  BOOT 

: Manufacturers  Limited,  : 

“I  & U”  WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


in  White,  Cream,  and  Stripes,  woven  at  the 
C.W.  S.  Mills  at  Bury  and  Radcliffe. 


Is.  3d. 

Per  Yardo 


, 


J6 ■ 

C.W.S.  FLANNELETTE, 


Is.  3d.  per  yard. 


January  28,  1922. 

C.W.S.  FLANNELETTE, 

Is.  3d.  per  yard. 


Official  Pronouncement  by  ihr 
Co-operative  Insurance  Society  ~ 

COLLECTIVE 

LIFE 

ASSURANCE 

HAS  BEEN  ADOPTED  BY 
NEARLY  1,000  SOCIETIES. 


! 

j 

i 

i 

I 

i 

i 


c%o 

INCREASED  MEMBERSHIP  AND 

BETTER  SALES  ALWAYS  FOLLOW  j 

COLLECTIVE  LIFE  ASSURANCE. 


clfe  i 

» 

| 

' "•  j 

COMMITTEES  THAT  HAVE  THUS  INCREASED  THE  BENEFITS 
OF  CO-OPERATION  TO  THEIR  MEMBERS  SHOULD  MAKE 
MENTION  OF  THE  FACT  IN  BALANCE  SHEETS,  EDUCATIONAL 
= PROGRAMMES,  AND  EVERY  REPORT  TO  MEMBERS.= 


Printed  and  Published  b.  tho  National  COOPERativi  Pobusuiso  Society  Limited,  at  their  Offices,  Long  Millgate,  Manchester.- Saturday,  January  23th,  1922. 


co-operative  News,  akd  Journal  op  Associated  Industry,  February  4th,  1922. 

REQUISITIONING  RESERVES.— See  page  10. 


c.w.s. 

JAM 

IS 

THE  JAM 

For  Co-operators. 

Always  ask  for 
C.W'S.  JAM. 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 
With 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2,645.  No.  145.  New  Series. 


Saturday,  February  4,  1922. 


A Present  for  every 
Legal  Co-operator. 

[By  a “ Yarmouth  Bloater.”] 

BE  it  known  unto  all  co-operators 
who  are  concerned  with  the  progress 
of  the  movement  that  there  is  a co- 
operative CANNERY  AT  YARMOUTH 
— and  that  that  co-operative  cannery 
cannot  can  for  everybody  unless  every- 
body can  place  an  order. 

It  is  owned  by  the  co-operators  of 
this  country  ; and  they  know  its  pro- 
ducts are  of  good  repute.  They  are 
real  value — food  value,  money  value. 
The  Co-operative  Cannery  has  initiative 
—BUSINESS  AND  SCIENTIFIC.  It 
is  putting  into  practice  a new  idea- 
putting  fresh  fish  into  glasses  and  thus 
avoiding  the  use  of  tins.  But  that  is, 
as  Rudyard  Kipling  would  say,  another 
story.  We  are  now  concerned  with  the 
Wheatsheaf  Paste  in  GLASS  CON- 
TAINERS with  metallic  lids  that  can 
be  exchanged  for  valuable  spoons.  And 
of  that,  too,  much  will  be  written 
shortly. 

This  is  the  point  of  the  paragraph. 
The  Wheatsheaf  fish  and  meat  pastes 
are  prepared  at  the  C.W.S.  Cannery  at 
Yarmouth  ; and  are  packed  in  an 
artistic  glass  container  of  capital  pro- 
portions, admirably  adaptable  to  the 
purposes  of  the  table.  With  each  glass 
container 

IS  GIVEN  A GLASS  LID 

fitting  into  the  container,  and  so  pro- 
viding an  article  for  domestic  sendee, 
i.e.,  a mustard  pot.  This  is  a really 
effective  addition  to  the  value  of  the 
purchase ; the  glass  container  thus 
becomes  something  of  household  value. 
And  the  metallic  lid  bearing  the  Wheat- 
sheaf brand  has  value.  It  should  be 
kept  in  view  of  the  special  offer  that 
will  shortly  be  announced  in  these 
columns. 

If  housewives  '-GET  INTO  THE 
HABIT  of  purchasing  a glass  of  Wheat- 
sheaf paste  every  time  they  visit  the 
stores  they  will  soon  possess  half-a- 
dozen  of  these  lids  ; and  then  they  can 
exchange  them  for  a useful  spoon 
(particulars  of  that  gift  will  be  announced 
later),- and  so  secure  a delightfully  useful 

MUSTARD  POT  FOR 
NOTHING. 

Now  these  Wheatsheaf  I'ish  and  Meat 
Pastes  are  of  infinite  variety  ; and  can 
be  obtained  at  all  stores — north,  sofith, 
east,  and  west ; in  Lancashire  as  well 

[Continued  at  the  bottom  of  page  15.] 


THE  SOUTH  WALES  DANGER  ZONE. 

BITTER  STRUGGLE  OF  THE  WORKERS:  THE  CO-OFERATIVE  BULWARK. 

By  W.  S.  COLLINS. 


Hunger  is  still  abroad  and  there  is  a 
cut-throat  struggle  for  the  bare  neces- 
saries of  life  between  the  workers  of 
South  Wales  and  the  controlling 
“ captains  of  industry.”  More  than  a 
half  of  the  workers  in  South  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire  are  on  or  under  the 
subsistence  level,  and  even  the  Right 
Hon.  W.  C.  Bridgeman  has  publicly 
admitted  (at  Whitchurch,  Cardiff)  that 
the  wages  of  the  mine  workers  in  South 
Wales  are  now  low  enough.  Such  an 
admission,  coming  from  the  Secretary 
for  Mines  in  the  Government  responsible 
for  the  mess  we  are  in  to-day,  is 
significant. 

Truly,  the  hewers  of  coal  are  a patient 
race  ! 

Miles  of  roadway  running  through 
village  after  village  in  Glamorgan  and 
Monmouthshire  speak  of  the  acute  dis- 
tress not  merely  among  the  unemployed 
— of  whom  there  are  85,000— but  among 
the  employed.-  Squalid  housing  con- 
ditions in  unhealthy  areas,  inadequate 
facilities  for  recreation,  no  proper  or- 
ganisation of  communal  life,  the  many 
objectionable  features  in  the  valleys, 
such  as  coal  dust,  smoke  nuisances,  and 
river  pollution  ; the  lack  of  essential' 
amenities,  such  as  baths,  libraries,  and 
public  halls,  all  tend  to  contribute  to 
an  atmosphere  of  corporate  depression. 
Squalor  and  want  exist  in  the  towns  as 
in  the  valleys,  and  the  victims  appear  to 
have  no  corporate  expression : only 

corporate  and  bitter  feeling.  Truly, 
the  war  has  bequeathed  to  the  people 
of  the  area  an  added  misery  and  de- 
gradation. 

About  Wages. 

The  wages  of  the  miners  are  insufficient 
to  maintain  the  pre-war  standard  of 
living,  and  that  was  low  enough.  The 
daily  wage  of  the  lowest-paid  mine- 
' worker  in  1914  was  5s.  4d.  per  shift, 
equal  to  a weekly  wage  of  £1  12s. 
Gradually,  during  six  years  and  seven 
months,  the  wages  of  these  men  rose  to 
18s.  3 id.  per  shift,  or  £5  9s.  gd.  per  week. 
Incredible  as  it  may  seem,  within  seven 
months  their  wages  fell  to  6s.  5’37d.  per 
shift,  or  £1  18s.  8d.  per  week,  with  the 
cost  of  living  103  per  cent,  above  the 
1914  cost  of  living.  The  tragic  condition 
of  both  employed  and  unemployed,  and 
the  difficulties  of  local  authorities  in 
South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire,  I 
dealt  with  in  my  last  article. 

What  of  the  other  side  of  the  picture  ? 
Colliery  ownership  is  now  concentrated 
in  the  hands  of  powerful  companies  or 
groups  of  associated  companies  with  un- 
limited capital  at  their  disposal  and 
enterprising  and  skilled  managements 
and  technicians.  One  of  the  groups 
alone  controls  30  per  cent,  of  the  output 
of  the  coalfields,  and  one  single  company 
— the  Powell  Dyffryn  Company — is 
responsible  for  an  output  of  nearly 
4,000,000  tons  per  annum.  Many  of  the 
colliery  companies  own  bye-product 
plants,  the  raw  material  for  which  is  the 
small  coal  for  which  the  miner  is  not 
paid,  and  these  plants  are  the  most 
lucrative  side-line  of  the  industry— 
for  the  owners. 

Capitalism! 

The  pre-war  capital  of  the  South  Wales 
coal  industry  was  £135,000,000,  and  the 
average  profits  and  royalties  for  1913 


amounted  to  £19,100,000.  With  the 
outbreak  of  war,  Welsh  coal  became 
perhaps  the  most  important  factor  in 
the  winning  of  the  war,  and  the  profits 
rose.  In  1918,  the  profits  and  royalties 
amounted  to  £45,000,000,  and  for  the 
five  years— 1914-1918 — the  .Welsh  coal 
industry  paid  in  profits  and  royalties 
not  less  than  £160,000,000  or  £25,000,000 
more  than  the  capital  involved.  The 
miners  received— wages  not  more  than 
equal  to  the  1914  standard.  “ They 
gave  us  bundles  of  ‘ Bradburys  ’ during 
the  war,”  said  a miner  recently,  “ but 
we  couldn’t  buy  much  with  them.  Now 
prices  have  come  down  they  give  us 
one  and  a bit.” 

- The  foregoing  facts  are  surely  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  policy  of  attempting 
to  establish  in  every  village  in  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire  co-operative 
guilds  for  both  men  and  Women,  and  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  some  societies 
in  the  area  are  now  affiliated  to  the 
Workers’  Educational  Association.  That 
the  activities  of  the  propagandists  have 
not  been  without  fruit  may  be  gathered 
from  .the  following  statement,  prepared 


ANTI-WASTE 


EG  IN  your  Anti-Waste 
Campaign  THIS  WEEK. 

When  you  have  read  this  copy 
of  the  “News,”  DON’T 
THROW  IT  AWAY.  Give 

it  to  a non-co-operator,  or  to 
a co-operator  who  is  NOT  a 
reader. 

by  Mr.  H.  L.  Warren  %(<rf  the  C.W.S., 
Cardiff),  showing  the  progressive  in- 
crease in  membership  and  sales  of  co- 
operative societies  : — 

South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire. 

Year  Societies’  Membership.  Sales. 

1903  36.559 £1,446,469 

1911  64,480 £2,565,463 

1915  88,404 £ 3,661,875 

1920  I37.7“7 £9,894,728 

In  1882,  Glamorgan  had  no  more 
than  3 • 7 per  cent,  co-operators  to  popu- 
lation, and  Monmouthshire  1 -7  per  cent. 
There  was  a steady  and  consistent 
increase  until  1915,  when  the  percentage 
to  population  reached  13 ’8  per  cent. 
During  the  war,  there  was  a distinct 
gain  to  the  movement ; and  in  1921  the 
percentage  of  co-operators  to  the  popu- 
lation had  increased  to  approximately 
25  per  cent. 

Co-operativ§  Progress. 

As  a notable  example  of  the  progress 
of  co-operative  ideals  in  South  Wales 
and  Monmouthshire,  Cardiff,  the  most 
cosmopolitan  city  in  the  kingdom,  stands 
out  prominently.  The  present  society 
was  formed  in  1885  with  ninety-two 
members.  After  passing  through  a 
period  of  stress,  strain,  and  strife,  it 
eventually,  in  1912,  came  under  the 
sheltering  wing  of  the  C.W.S.  Progress 
was  slow,  but  the  membership  and  sales 
increased  at  a steady  rate  up  to  1919. 


Then  came  a big  bound  forward,  and  in 
two-and-a-half  years  to  date  its  progress 
has  been  phenomenal.  In  July,  1919. 
the  membership  was  5,050  ; to-day  it 
is  10,200,  and  represents  at  least  a 
quarter  of  the  population.  The  sales 
are  approaching  £300,000  per  year,  and 
for  the  nine  months  ending  October 
last  There  was  an  increase  of  £20,199 
in  sales  over  the  corresponding  nine 
months  of  the  previous  year.  There 
was  an  increase  in  share  capital  of  £13.639 
and  it  now  stands  at  £72,758,  including 
deposits  in  the  penny  bank.  So  great 
has  been  the  increase  in  trading  that 
additional  warehouse  accommodation 
has  had  to  be  leased  in  the  centre  of  the 
city,  and  the  present  premises  extended. 
The  model  bakery  is  now  turning  out 
between  17,000  and  20,000  quartern 
loaves  per  week — almost  its  full  capacity , 
and  has  consistently  used  its  resources 
to  bring  down  the  price  of  bread.  A 
cafe,  opened  under  the  Cardiff  Trades 
and  Labour  Hall,  has  always  been  too 
small  to  meet  requirements,  and  this 
is  to  be  enlarged  at  once. 

Unemployment  has  hit  the  Penarth 
Society  very  hard,  but  the  officials  and 
committee  are  now  confident  that  they 
have  weathered  the  storm  and  will  come 
through  with  flying  colours.  Penarth 
is  a “ dormitory  ” of  Coalopolis,  mainly 
residential  possessing  a well-developed 
civic  pride.  Although  there  has  been  a 
decrease  in  sales  during  the  past  twelve 
months  the  membership  is  again  on  the 
increase,  and  the  withdrawals  of  share 
capital  have  ceased.  More  educational 
work  by  the  society  will  strengthen  its 
position. 

The  last  balance  sheet  of  the  Cwmbach- 
Aberaman  Society— the  pioneer  of  the 
mo.r  ement  in  Wales — showed  a weekly 
turnover  of  £7.715  is.  lid.,  with  mem- 
bers’ share  capital  standing  at  £154,488, 
after  withdrawals  of  £52,407  share 
capital,  and  £3,199  from  the  penny  bank. 
The  original  cost  of  land,  buildings, 
fixtures,  machinery,  and  cottages,  to- 
gether with  additions,  owned  by  the 
society,  was  £77,080,  on  which  depre- 
ciation has  been  allowed  to  the  extent 
of  £47,355,  and  the  present  nominal 
value  of  the  property  is  £30,393- 
Down  but  Confident. 

The  chief  complaint  of  most  societies 
in  South  Wales  and  .Monmouthshire 
is  that  sales  have  decreased,  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  previous 
year  ; but  Mr.  J.  F.  James  (of  the  Cardiff 
depot  of  the  C.W.S.)  assures  me  there 
has  been  a tremendous  increase  in  the 
tonnage  of  commodities  supplied  to 
societies  bv  the  C.W.S.  With  the  rapid 
slump  in  prices  and  the  re-valuation  of 
stocks,  it  would  have  been  a miracle 
if  receipts  had  been  maintained  at  the 
1920  standard.  Over  60  per  cent,  of 
the  members  of  co-operative  societies 
in  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  are 
engaged  in  industry  ; therefore,  in  view 
of  the  industrial  unrest  and-the  severe 
trade  depression  the  movement  has 
already  passed  through,  the  future  may 
be  faced  with  confidence. 

During  the  past  month  there  has  been 
a decidedly  better  tone  about  trade  and 
trading  generally,  and  in  this  the  co- 
operative societies  have  lrad  their  full 
share.  J 
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MOTHER  AND  CHILD  THREATENED 


AN  OPEN  LETTER. 


COMING  ATTACK  ON  VITAL  SERVICES. 


CANDID  ADVICE  TO  TOM,  DICK,  AND  HARRY. 


WARNING  by  a.  e.  WATERSON,  M.P. 

V 


FROM  MARY  MATILDA  JANE. 


Some  little  time  ago  I had  an  occasion  to 
write  an  article*  on  “ Child  Welfare,”  and  ray 
first  point  wa6  the  necessity  of  building. up 
the  body  to  make  a child  fit  and  well,  in  order 
that  it  might  become  a useful  citizen  of  the 
morrow.  It  is  one  phase  of  that  subject 
that  at  this  moment  calls  for  the  attention 
and  prompt  action  of  real  co-operators.  I 
make  no  apology  for  entering  into  what  may 
be  regarded  by  some  as  a woman's  question, 
because  the  application  of  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment is  as  vital  to  one  section  o<f  the  com- 
munity as  another. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  the  past  thou- 
sands of  ohildren  have  gone  to  school 
underfed,  and  even  badly  clothed.  The 
effects  of  this  upon  the  life  and  development 
of  the  unfortunate  victims  was  so  injurious 
to  our  national  life,  that,  in  order  to  avoid 
deterioration,  Parliament  passed  A Bill  to 
feed  necessitous  sohool  children.  Many 
medical  officers  have  testified  to  its  bene- 
ficial results.  I venture  to  say  that  a more 
universal  application  of  the  Act  would  be  of 
still  greater  benefit  to  our  national  well- 
being, and  would  remove  burdens  and 
anxieties  from  many  a mother  to-day  who  is 
feelinjf  the  struggle  for  life  keen  and  bitter 
because  of  the  influence  of  modern 
capitalism. 

If,  then,  the  nation  is  farced  to  recognise 
the  necessity  of  feeding  the  hungry  sriibol 
child,  how  much  more  damant  is  the  need  of 
giving  immediate  attention  to  the  new-born 
babe  and  the  expectant  mother?  If  anyone 
sacrifices  at  liome  it  is  the  mother.  Her 
sacrifice  is  not  openly  made  ; but  quietly  andi 
6eoretly  she  frequently  robs  herself  to  give 
to  the  children,  and  in  many  cases  to  give 
to  her  partner  in  life. 

An  Act  in  Jeopardy. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act  of 
1918,  so  far  as  its  real  value  goes,  is  in 
jeopardy.  Parliament,  recognising  the  need 
of  the  mother,  acted  wisely  in  passing  the 
Bill.  I confess  it  does  not  go  far  enough  ; 
and  hence  I appeal  hero  to  our  men  and 
women  to  rouse  themselves  up  and  see  that 
the  little  benefit  coming  from  the  Act  is  not 
dispensed  entirely  by  those  who  have  never 
known  poverty,  whose  wives  are  usually 
well  supplied  with  the  requirements  of  life, 
and  whose  cluldren  have  had  more  silver 
spoons  in  their  moutlis  than  some  of  the  poor 
have  had  crusts. 

The  Act  states  “ that  any  local  authority 
may  make  such  arrangements  for  attending 
to  the  health  of  expectant  mothers  and 
nursing  mothers  and  of  children  who 
have  not  attained  the  age  of  five  years.” 
This  clause  of  the  Act  is  sufficient  to  quote 
for  my  purpose,  and  everyone,  upon  perusal, 
will  agree  that  it  is  a piece  of  beneficent 
legislation.  It  is  well  known  that  the  cost 
of  applying  the  above  clause  is  shared  be- 
tween the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  local 
authority.  Medical  officers,  as  far  as  I can 
hear  and  judge,  have  agreed  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  Act.  Thus,  having  no  doubts  as  to 
the  good  accruing,  we  are  at  this  moment, 
in  the  interests  of  economy,  faced  with  the 
possibility  of  a 45  per  cent,  cut  in  tbs  grant 
from  the  Health  Ministry. 

Let  us  scrutinise  carefully  the  circulars 
issued  by  the  Government  on  this  matter. 
Circular  185,  issued  March  31st,  1921,  Bays: 

The  Minister  is  satisfied,  as  a result  of 
experience  of  the  administration  of  this 
service,  that  many  local  authorities  have 
incurred  expenditure  very  greatly  exceed- 
ing what  is  either  necessary  or  desirable 
for  the  purpose  in  view. 

Wo  cannot  do  better  tlian  to  look  into 
Hansard  for  a reply  to  suoh  a statement, 
remembering  it  is  a Welfare  Bill,  which  has 
as  its  object  the  saving  of  life. 

Dr.  Addison,  M.P.,  in  reply  to  a question 
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If  not,  please  ask  why.  and  report  to  : 
The  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News/’ 
Long  Millgate,  Manchester. 


on  March  9th,  1921  (only  twenty-two  days 
before  the  Ministry's  complaint),  said: 

The  death-rate  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  births  during  the 
years  1914  to  1920  is  as  follows: 


1914  

1915  

1916  

1917  

1918  

1919  

89.13 

1920  

(The  figure  for  1920,  which  is  subject  to 
verification,  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded). 

A Happy  Sign. 

Further,  in  replying  to  a supplementary 
question  asking  whether  lie  would  issue  a 
circular  to  local  authorities  urging  them  to 
continue,  Dr.  Addison,  M.P.,  said:  “I  am 
preparing  a statement  whioh  I hope  to  issue 
to  local  authorities  on  this  matter.”  When 
Dr.  Addison,  M.P.,  was  asked,  on  March 
23rd,  1921,  the  cost  on  the  rates  of  the  wel- 
fare centres  in  the  London  area,  lie  said : 
“ The  rate  of  infant  mortality  in  London  has 
fallen  from  1917  when  it  was  104.00  to  75.00 
in  1920.  The  cost  to  London  rates  being 
considerably  less  tlian  one  penny  per  puund 
of  assessable  value.” 

No  words  of  mine  could  illustrate  better 
the  need  of  continuing  this  life-saving  Act. 
Headers  will  observe  the  dates  of  the  two 
statements  in  tl»e  House  and  the  issuing  of 
of  Circular  165,  which  was  on  March  31st, 
1921. 

On  August  26th,  1921,  Circular  234  wa6 
issued  from  the  Ministry,  declaring  that 
local  authorities  must  still  further  economise 
in  sjiite  of  the  more  stringent  conditions  of 
distribution  laid  down  in  Circular  185  having 
been  generally  observed. 

Every  worker  or  student  of  our  industrial 
life  knows  perfectly  well  that  the  economic 
conditions  forced  upon  us  by  the  misdeeds  of 
a Coalition  Government — which  promised  to 
“ Hang  the  Kaiser,”  but  by  practice  prefers 
to  crucify  mothers  and  ohildren-  liave 
driven  our  womenfolk  to  take  advantage  of 
this  Act,  whereas  if  employment  had  been 
good  they  would  never  have  dreamt  of  ap- 
pealing fox  its  benefits.  Bad  trade,  due  to 
corrupt  treaties  that  need  immediate 
revision,  is  in  reality  responsible  for  ibis 
increased  expenditure. 

But  what  of  the  expenditure?  . Statist hs 
from  the  Ministry  have  proved  that  life  lias 
been  saved.  What  is  money  compared  with 
the  life  of  the  people? 

The  Ministry,  not  satisfied  witli  their 
efforts  to  reduce  expenditure,  on  December 
31st,  1921,  issued  Circular  267,  which  states 
definitely  that  the  50  per  cent,  grant  will  be 
reduced  at  the  end  of  the  praseiffc  financial 
year.  Clause  6 of  that  circular  is  as  un- 
worthy ns  the  reduction  and  an  insult  to 
those  who  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the 
Act.  To  say^  by  way  of  an  excuse,  that  the 
Minister  is  not  satisfied  that  “ the  milk  now 
supplied  to  mothers  is  always  consumed  by 
the  person  for  whom  it  is  intended”  is  a 
reflection  upon  the  honesty  of  the  poor.  If 
he  knows  of  such  cases  he  has  the  power  to 
prosecute;  but  not  a single  case  has  yet,  to 
my  knowledge,  been  recorded.  Clause  9, 
paragraph  3,  is  typical  of  the  mind  of  the 
people  who  frame  orders  for  the  guidance  of 
those  dealing  with  the  poor,  but  who  them- 
selves have  uever  known  the  bitterness  of 
want.  It  really  amounts  to  this : that  those 
who  wish  to  benefit  must  attend  some  ap- 
pointed plaoe  to  have  their  meal  rather  than 
at  home.  This  is  simply  a method  of  doling 
out  a noonday  meal,  and  we  would  see  the 
mothers  standing  in  queues  waiting  to  enter 
when  the  door  was  opened  at  an  appointed 
time.  Paragraph  6 declares  that  on  .Satur- 
day and  Sunday  there  is  nothing  doing ; 
therefore,  presumably,  no  food  is  required. 

Of  all  the  contemptible  pieces  of  economy 
this  is  the  limit.  The  month  of  March  is 
drawing  near,  now  is  the  time  to  act. 

Are  men  anxious  for  their  wives  or 
mothers  or  daughters  to  experience  the 
degradation  that  these  orders  can  bring 
about?  Will  you  remain  dormant,  while  the 
opportunity  to  prevent  it  passes  by?  Will 
you,  tlirough  your  guild,  local  authority, 
trades  oouncil,  oo-operntive  or  Labour  party, 
so  shake  the  Prime  Minister  as  to  compel  the 
Heal tli  Ministry  to  apply  the  Act  as  passed 
in  1918 P 

Now  ie  the  time,  when  the  benefits  of  the 
Aot  are  more  essential  tlian  ever,  to  have  it 
fully  applied  for  suffering  humanity. 


My  Dear  Tom,  Dick,  akd  Harry, 

I tako  my  pen  in  hand  to  write  you  these  few 
lines,  hoping  you  nrp  well,  as  it  leaves  me  at 
present.  I have  something  more  important  to 
say  than  that,  of  course,  or  I would  not  bother 
the  postman  to  cany  this  letter.  In  fact,  I 
want  to  talk  to  you  about  a little  matter  of 
business. 

I have  observed  that  you  are  all  three 
members  of  a co-operative  store ; and,  what 
is  more,  for  a long  time  past  you  have  not  been 
taking  a very  great  deal  of  interest  in  it.  When 
you  are  asked  why  this  is  tbo  case  you  say : 
“ Oh,  well,  this  co-operativo  society  to  which 
wo  belong  is  a shopping  business,  and  shopping 
is  an  affair  for  the  women-folk  ; and,  as  they 
do  most  of  the  shopping,  we  naturally  leavo 
the  business  to  them.  They  have  taken  up 
shares  in  the  society,  they  can  go  to  the  quar- 
terly meetings,  they  can  elect  the  committees, 
and  as  they  really  know  more  about  it  than 
we  do,  why  should  wc  bother  our  beads  in  tho 
matter  ? ” 

Well,  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry,  this  is  what 
you  say,  and  also  this  is  what  you  do  ; and,  as 
a consequence,  the  society  loses  very  consider- 
ably by  this  lack  of  interest  which  you  display. 

To  begin  with,  seeing  you  leave  most  of  the 
shopping  to  your  wives,  you  forget  sometimes, 
when  you  make  your  own  personal  purchases, 
that  you  belong  to  a co-operative  store ; and 
so  you  go  into  the  nearest  tobacconist’s  for 
your  cigarettes  or  your  pipe,  forgetting  that 
you  might  just  as  well  buy  these  at  the  stores. 
Your  society  loses  trade  in  that  way,  and  the 
profits  on  that  trade  go  into  other  people’s 
pockets  iather  than  into  your  own.  But  there 
are  more  important  things  even  than  cigarettes 
and  tobaccb.  You  must  sometimes  buy  boots 
for  yourselves,  and  clothes ; and  I suspect 
sometimes  that  you  go  into  the  first  shop  you 
come  to  when  you  want  a new  pair  of  boots, 
or  into  the  tailor’s  shop  you  pass  every  day  on 
your  way  to  work,  forgetting  that  only  just 
round  tho  corner  your  own  co-operative  society 
has  a boot  department  and  a men’s  clothing 
department  where  you  can  get  these  things 
to  your  own  and  the  society's  advantage. 

Your  Great  Mistake. 

Now,  you  are  making  a great  mistake  in 
looking  upon  co-operation  as  mere  shopping, 
which  is  no  concern  of  yours,  and  which,  like 
dressing  babies  and  getting  the  meals,  ought 
to  be  left  entirely  to  the  women. 

Some  of  us  women  have  not  only  been  doing 
the  shopping,  but  aUo  we  have  been  studying 
what  the  co-operative  movement  really  means. 

We  have  been  dipping  into  text-books  about 
economics,  and  reading  social  history  and 
listening  to  lectures  about  these  matters,  until 
wo  have  come  to  have  some  quite  decided 
views  of  our  own  concerning  them.  So,  my 
dear  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry,  you  will  perhaps 
permit  a mere  woman  to  tell  you  why,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  economics  and  social  his- 
tory, you  should  buckle  to  and  take  a real 
living  interest  in  your  co-operative  store. 

One  of  the  things  we  have  learnt  at  our 
Women’s  Guild  lectures  is  that  the  real  reason 
why  working  men  have  been  in  the  position  of 
serfs  all  these  many  centuries  is  because  they 
have  not  owned  tho  means  of  production. 
They  have  not  owned  land,  machinery,  or 
capital,  and  so  they  have  bad  to  work  as  farm 
labourers  on  the  land  or  wage-earners  in  factory 
or  shop.  It  is  the  rich  men  who  own  the  land 
and  the  machinery  and  the  capital,  and  who 
have  the  jobs  to  offer  to  the  workers ; and  as 
without  the  jobs  the  workers  have  not  much 
else  but  starvation  in  front  of  them,  it  usually 
has  happened  that  the  workers  have  been  glad 
to  accept  tbo  jobs  at  the  very  meagre  wages 
that  have  been-  paid  for  them,  because  half  a 
loaf  is  better  than  no  bread,  and  a low  wage  is 
not  so  bad  as  none  at  all. 

It  has  dawned  upon  some  of  us  women  that 
the  co-operativo  movement  offers  a way  of 
escape  from  this  servile  state,  and  I am  writing 
to  you,  my  good  friends  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry, 
because  it  strikes  me,  from  the  lack  of  interest 
you  are  showing  in  this  movement  of  yours, 
that  you  really  don’t  understand  what  the 
co-operative  movement  is  capable  of  doing 
for  you. 

Bother  Text-Books. 

In  a word,  the  co-operative  movement 
enables  the  workers,  if  they  will  only  seize  tho 
opportunity  co-operation  offers,  to  acquire  the 
means  of  production,  to  become  their  own 
capitalists  and  their  own  employers ; and  so 


it  provides  the  means  whereby  the  workers 
can  escape  from  their  economic  slavery. 

You  will  see  that  I have  been  writing  in  the 
language  of  text-books ; but  bother  text- 
books— I want  you  to  look  at  tho  matter 
simply  in  tho  light  of  common-sense.  In  your 
own  everyday  experience  you  know  perfectly 
well,  as  individual  workers,  you  can’t  own  tho 
means  of  production,  except  in  a very  small 
and  primitive  way.  One  of  you,  if  you  aro  a 
bootmaker,  might  turn  cobbler  and  ho  your 
own  master ; but  you  can’t  become  a boot 
manufacturer,  because  you  can’t  afford  to  buy 
the  very  expensive  machinery  with  which 
every  modem  boot  factory  is  equipped.  So 
if  you  want  to  make  boots  you  must  work  for 
a master  who  does  own  such  machinery,  for 
if  you  attempted  to  make  boots  by  hand  in 
competition  with  this  machinery  no  one  would 
buy  your  boots,  because  they  would  be  too 
dear,  as  you  can’t  successfully  corapcto  with 
machine  production. 

What  is  true  of  boots  is  true  also  of  most 
other  commodities,  for  this  is  the  day  par 
excellence  of  the  factory  and  the  machine. 

Observe  this,  however.  Although  Tom, 
Dick,  or  Harry  cannot  individually  own  the 
means  of  production,  the}7,  together  with  all 
the  other  Jims,  Johns,  and  Peters,  can  co- 
operatively own  it ; and  not  only  can  do  it, 
but  actually  do  it ; at  least  they  do  this  in 
conjunction  also  with  the  Anns,  Janes,  and 
Matildas  who  are  their  sister  co-operators. 

Co-operative  shopkeeping  has  this  wonder- 
ful feature  about  it,  that  it  turns  purchasing 
power  • into  capital,  so  that  the  movement 
which  began  with  twenty-eight  very  poor 
purchasers  in  Rochdale,  now  owns  hundreds  of 
huge  factories  and  an  enormous  amount  of 
machinery,  besides  fields  and  farms  at  home, 
and  estates  for  producing  raw  materials 
abroad. 

If  all  this  has  come  about  simply  by  virtue 
of  making  purchases  in  one  particular  kind 
of  shop — a co-operative  store — can’t  you  see, 
Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry,  or  whatever  your  namo 
is,  that  by  being  more  loyal  to  the  co-operativo 
movement  in  your  purchases,  by  buying  your 
tobacco  as  well  as  your  boots  and  your  bread 
and  butter  from  tbo  co-operative  stores,  that 
you  are  increasing  your  position  in  the  world 
as  a capitalist,  as  an  owner  of  the  means  of 
production,  as  an  employer  of  labour,  and  that 
in  the  long  run,  the  workers,  by  all  practising 
this  kind  of  co-operation  will  accumulate 
sufficient  capital  to  employ  themselves  instead 
of  having,  as  now>  to  go  cap  in  hand  to  beg 
for  work  from  an  employer,  whose  main  aim, 
so  far  as  j’ou  are  concerned,  is  to  keep  your 
wages  down  as  low  as  possible. 

Well,  of  course,  you  may  say  it  is  very  pre- 
Bumptious  for  a mere  woman  to  talk  to  men 
like  this,  and  tell  them  what  they  ought  to  do  ; 
and  so  perhaps  it  is,  but  you  will  forgive  me, 

I am  sure,  if  you  reflect  that  my  intentions  are 
good,  even  if  my  methods  are  presumptuous. 
After  all,  whether  man  or  woman,  we  aro  all 
keenly  desirous  of  improving  the  position  of 
ourselves  and  pur  fellow  workers,  so  perhaps 
you  will  not  look  too  unkindly  on  this  minatory 
epistle. — From  yours  fraternally, 

Mary  Matilda  Jase. 


IN  SNOWDROP  TIME. 

(The  Song  of  a Scotch  War  Widow.) 

Ye  bonnie  snowdrops  peepin’  up 
Anenl  the  February  snow, 

Hand  oot  ye’r  wee  bit  loving’-cup 

Tlirough  rains  that  beat  and  winds  that 
blow! 

I ken  ye  bring  a message  sent 
Frae'herts  that  aince  in  battle  Ic'pt — 
Frae  ilka  lad  that  went 
--  To  ilka  lass  that  wept. 

We  deed  that  Peace  miclit  rise  again 
Frac  a'  that  hindered  her  and  hid: 

And  think  ye  that  wc  deed  in  vain V 
Nac  niair  than  yonder  snowdrops  did! 
They  deed  last  year:  noo  gay  an’  glad 
They  spring  among  the  grave  yair<l 
grass 

O speak  on,  ilka  lad! 

And  listen,  ilka  lass! 
f‘  We  deed  that  nac  tnair  lads  should  des 
A fore  their  time— this  lesson  con. 

Noo,  clear  frae  a’  lands  whaur  wc  Ice, 
Rings  oot  the  message  'Carry  on/"* 
Ay  I what  ye  deed  for,  lad  o’  mine. 

We’ll  leeve  for— widowed  maid  anjj 
wither — 

That  ilka  land  may  sync 
hlae  peace  wi’  ilka  ither' 

— Ei.eanor  Grant* 


February  4,  1922. 
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INTERNATIONAL 

BANKING. 

CO-OPERATORS  CONFER. 

SCHEME  AT  BRUSSELS. 


A special  confer- 
ence was  held  in 
^ Brussels  during  the 
past  week-end,  under 
the  auspices  of  the 
International  Co- 
operative Alliance, 
for  the  purpose  of 
putting  into  practice 
two  of  the  resoliK 
tions  passed  at  the  In- 
ternational Congress 
in  Basle,  namely,  the 
constitution  of  an  in- 
ternational co-opera- 
tive bank  and  the 
creation  of  an  inter- 
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OUTLOOK. 
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national  co-operative 
wholesale.  There 


M.  Gaston  Leva 

wholesale. 

delegates  from  England, 


were  present  delegates  from  .England, 
France,  Germany,  Holland,  Belgium,  Italy, 
and  Tchecko-Slovalcia . The  Russian  dele- 

gates, however,  were  not  permitted  by  the 
Belgian  Foreign  Minister  to  enter  the 
country. 

Scheme  for  International  Banking. 

It  was  quito  fitting,  as  the  idea  of  an 
international  co-operative  hank  was  sug- 
gested to  the  Basle  Congress  by  the 
National  Federation  of  French  Co-operative 
Societies,  that  one  of  the  representatives, 
M.  Gaston  Levy,  should  introduce  the 
matter.  A review  of  the  world-wide 
economic  crisis  prepared  the  way  for  the 
main  theme.  The  International  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance  at  the  Basle  Congress  urged 
that  the  Economic  and  Finance  Committee 
of  the  League  of  Nations  should  organise 
an  International  Office  of  Statistics,  in  the 
constitution  and  aid  of  whidh  co-operative 
organisations  should  take  part.  That,  in 
itself,  is  not  sufficient  to  help  economic 
reconstruction.  Endeavours  to  establish 
an  International  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  fi-eein  to  be  of  a character  to  lead  to 
positive  realisation  ; but  that  is  nob  enough. 
There  must  he  created  an  organ  of  compen- 
sation for  effecting  agreements,  while 
taking  into  consideration  the  value  of  the 
imported  and  exported  goods  in  each 
country,  which  would  only  leavo  open  to 
credit ' a part  Of  the  sales  effected  by 
countries  having  a high  rate  of  exchange 
in  the  countries  with  a low  rate  of  exchange. 
Side  by  side  with  this  organ  of  compensa- 
tion, it  would  certainly  he  necessary  to 
have  an  organ  of  distribution,  with  a view 
to  regulating  on  the  international  markets 
the  rates  of  the  different  national  products, 
so  as  not  to  lead  to  a too  great  depreciation 
of  the  value  of  certain  products.  Now  with 
regard  to  the  Co-operative  Movement,  its 
development  has  been  so  great  that  it  has 
great  need  of  more  capital,  which  could  bo 
produced  by  the  National  Co-operative 
Organisations  in  their  respective  countries. 
Such  a question  ought  to  be  examined  from 
the  international  point  of  view,  for  the 
value  of  capital  may  vary  according  ns  it 
comes  from  the  savings  in  one  country  or 
another,  owing  to  the  different  monetary 
standards.  An  international  co-operative 
bank  would  have  as  its  chief  task  this 
adjustment  in  the  values  of  these  different 
capitals  and  the  consolidation  of  the 
guarantees  of  the  savers.  The  National 
Co-operative  Organisations  in  most 
countries  have  their  own  hanks,  which 
would  become  shareholders  of  the  inter- 
national hank ; and  the  capital  could  be 
subscribed  by  each  of  the  National 
Organisations  in  proportion  to  their  turn- 
over. Each  national  hank  would  become 
an  agency  of  the  International  Bank 
which  would  open  out  credits  in  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country  in  which  purchases 
were  made,  the  Bank  thus  retaining  the 
difference  between  the  exchanges  in  the 
different  countries. 

The  British  Attitude. 

Readers  are  already  informed  of  the 
attitude  of  the  British  contingent,  which 
was  that  the  time  is  inopportune  for  the 
establishment  of  an  international  hank 
owing  to  the  chaotic  state  of  the  world's 
finance.  Thcv  also  thought  that  eacl 
-country  should  develop  its  own  co-operativ 
hanking  system  and  he  prepared  in  tho- 
futuro  to  allow  such  banks  to  co-operate  or 
foderate. 

The  decision  of  tire  conference  will  be 
reported  in  next  week’s  “ News.” 

The  London  Conference. 

A conference  took  place  in  London,  on 
Saturday,  convened  by  the  London  Joint 
Committee  of  Co-operative  Societies  .respect- 
ing the  development  of  international  trad- 
ing. The  proceedings  were  private,  and  w 
understand  that  a report  which  has  appeared 
in  a daily  paper  was  entirely  unauthorised  by 
tile  committee. 


Councillor  T.  Burton,  who  recently 
resigned  his  position  ns  secretary  of  the 
Roy  ton  Society  after  serving  forty  years — 
fifteen  years  as  auditor  and  twenty-five 
years  as  secretary — has  been  presented 
with  a silver  and  walnut  casket  containing 
an  illuminated  address  in  book  form. 
Councillor  Burton’s  father  was  the  first 
member  of  the  society  and  the  first 
president. 


Fresh  from  his  ten  weeks’  labours  as 
one  of  the  chroniclers  of  the  doings  of  the 
Washington  Conference,  Mr.  H.  Wilson 
Harris  has  just  been  welcomed  back  by 
his  friends  and  colleagues  in  London.  It 
has  been  a welcome  not  only  to  the  man 
himself,  but  also  to  that  largely  increased 
measure  of  achievement  with,  which  he 
returns.  There  can  be  uo  doubt  about 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Wilson  Harris  has 
earned  for  himself  the  reputation  of  the 
best-known  and  most  expert  diplomatic 
journalist  of  his  time.  That  fact  was 
recognised  a few  months  ago  when  he 
was  elected  at  Geneva  president  of  the 
International  Union  of  Journalists,  and 
it  is  demonstrated  daily  by  the  brilliant 
work  which  appears  from  his  pen  in  the 
“ Daily  News,”  as  well  as  by  his  articles 
in  the  reviews  and  magazines. 

There  is  no  conference  of  any  im- 
portance in  the  long  series  which  have 
been  held  in  the  last  three  years  which 
Mr.  Harris  has  not  attended.  His  reports 
on  the  Versailles  Peace  Conference  laid 
the  foundations  of  his  reputation,  upon 
which  he  built  at  San  Remo,  Boulogne, 
Brussels,  Spa,  Paris,  Hytbe,  and  Geneva, 
and  now-  he  has  crowned  it  all  with  his 
work  in  the  United  States. 

More  than  any  other  branch  of  jour- 
nalism, diplomatic  work  is  beset  by  great 
and  fundamental  difficulties.  There  is, 
for  example,  the  difficulty  of  getting 
information  ; of  comprehending  its  sig.- 
nificance  when  one  has  got  it ; and, 
above,  all,  cf  presenting  it  in  a fashion 
so  intelligent  and  so  simple  that  the  man 
in  the  street,  who  buys  a paper  and  reads 
it  over  bis  half-hour  breakfast  at  the 
mill  or  by  his  domestic  fireside  at  night — 
the  man  with  limited  time  and  still  more 
limited- knowledge — can  understand  and 
appreciate  what  is  written. 

Mr.  Wilson  Harris  has  won  his  great 
position  iu  the  world  of  journalism,  I 
believe,  by  his  unwearying  labours,  his 
quick  penetration,  bis  rigid  honesty  to_ 
all  sides,  but,  above  all,  by  his  devotion 
to  open  diplomacy,  his  keen  personal 
desire  that  the  people  should  know  the 
facts  that  so  largely  govern,  or  are 
destined  to  govern,  their  existence,  and 
his  genuine  zeal  for  the  great  task  of 
building  up  again  a ruined  and 
bewildered  world. 

America,  Britain,  and  France. 

Knowledge  of  these  facts  made  my 
talk  with  a good  friend  and  colleague  all 
the  more  interesting.  I asked  Mr.  Harris 
to  tell  me  what  he  considered  to  be  the 
main  achievements  of  Washington,  and 
to  indicate  what  he  considered  to  be 
their  world-effects. 

“ The  great  issue  of  the  Conference,” 
he  replied,  “ without  any  doubt,  lias 
been  the  drawing  together  of  Great 
Britain  and  America.  There  can  be  no 
sort  of  question  about  the  fact  that  it 
has  worked  very  effectively  in  that  way. 
It  has  been  due,  in  part,  to  the  per- 
sonality of  Mr.  Balfour  and  Mr.  Hughes  ; 
and  in  "part — though  not  too  much  stress 
is  to  be  laid  on  the  fact — to  the  attitude 
of  France,  both,  regarding  laud  arma- 
ments and  the  claim  for  a big  naval 
tonnage,  and  theu,  once  that  was  with- 
drawn, for  a big  submarine  tonnage. 

“All  that  has  given  America  a new 
appreciation  of  some  of  the  difficulties 
that  Great  Britain  has  to  deal  witl>  in 
Europe,  and  the  general  effect  upon 
French  prestige  was  extremely  unfor- 
tunate, since  at  the  very  moment  that 
France  was  claiming  the  right  to  spend 
large  sums  on  unnecessary  naval  prepara- 
tions she  was  making  representations  as 
to  her  desperate  economic  position  to 
the  American  financial  authorities  in  the 
hope  of  getting  some  arrangement  in  the 
shape  of  credits  or  a remission  of  debt. 

“ With  regard  to  the  definite  agree- 
ments concluded,  the  importance  of  the 
capital  ship  arrangement  could,  no 
doubt,  be  exaggerated,  in  the  sense  that 
it  represents  merely  an  economic  accord 
for  the  relief  of  the  taxpayers  of  the 
various  countries,  and  it  is  quite  true 
that  in  itself  it  does  not  reduce  mate- 
rially the  probability  of  war.  By  that,  I 


mean  that  it  does  not  in  any  way  touch 
the  causes  of  war.  At  the  same  time, 
it  does  end — one  may  hope  for  ever,  so 
far  as  the  three  nations  involved  are 
concerned — a great  waste  in  capital  ships, 
a competition  which,  in  itself,  was  cer- 
tainly a pre-disposing  cause  of  war,  and 
might  even  have  brought  war  about. 

“Anothep  part  of  the  naval  agree- 
ment, the  undertaking  of  the  United 
States  and  Japan  not  to  fortify  any 
further  naval  bases  in  the  Pacific,  does 
definitely  make  the  probability  of  war 
more  remote,  for  so  long  as  America  re- 
frains from  pushing  her  bases  westward, 
and  Japan  from  pushing  her’s  eastward, 
the  vast  distance  of  the  Pacific  is 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  effective  naval 
warfare  between  the  two  nations. 

...  l_UlLU 

The  Problem  cf  China. 

As  to  the  Far  Eastern  question,  fol- 
lowing the  general  understanding  con- 
cluded with  regard  to  the  Pacific,  Great 
Britain,  America,  Japan,  and  France 
have  engaged  in  a series  of  conversations 
designed  to  safeguard  the  sovereignty  of 
China — an  extremely  important  world- 
issue — and  to  remove  the  danger  of  war 
so  far  as  it  might  arise,  either  between 
China  and  other  nations  or  between 
other  nations  owning  rights  in  China. 
Those  conversations  are  still  proceeding, 
and  in  face  of  many  difficulties— in  fact, 
even  now,  at  the  end  of  the  third  month 
of  the  Conference,  those  matters  are  not 
fully  cleared  up.  It  is  practically  im- 
possible that  they  should  be,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  China  has  no  stable  govern- 
ment and  that  her  representatives  could 
not  even  profess  to  pledge  the  country  as 
a whole-  “ There  is  uo  doubt,  however, 
that  China  will  come  out  stronger  than 
she  was  when  she  went  into  the  Confer- 
ence; and  if  the  projected  nine-power 
agreement  on  China  and  Chinese  ques- 
tions is  carried  through,  arrangements  will 
be  made  for  further  conferences  to  deal 
with  various  questions  as  become  prac- 
ticable in  the  light  of  the  increasing 
stability  of  the  country.” 

The  Question  of  Publicity. 

I put  it  to  Mr.  Wilson  Harris  that- the 
Conference  represented  an  entirely  new 
orientation  in  methods  of  world- 
diplomacy.  His  reply  was  guarded,  but 
interesting. 

“ It  is  interesting,”  he  said,.  “ to  com- 
pare the  methods  of  the  Conference  with 
those  followed  in  Europe  during  the  last 
three  years.  It  was  generally  assumed 
that  there  would  be  far  greater  publicity 
at  Washington  than  there,  had  been  at, 
say.  Paris,  San  Remo,  or  Spa.  In  point 
of  fjict,  during  the.  first  six  weeks  of  the 
Conference,  I think  exactly  four  public 
sessions  were  held — two  of  them  in  the 
first  week,  and  the  other  two  at  intervals 
later.  All  the  important  work  was  done 
in  committees,  which  were  about  as 
secret  as  most  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Supreme  Council.  Publicity  at  Wash- 
ington was,  indeed,  far  less  than  is  now 
the  rule  at  the  Assembly  of  the  League  of 
Nations,  where  not  only  plenary  sessions 
of  the  Assembly,  but  meetings  of  all  its 
committees,  are  regularly  held  with  open 
doors. 

“ Yet  the  official  communiques  issued 
after  each  committee  meeting  at  Wash- 
ington were  full  and  instructive — so  much 
so  that  one  of  the  most  prominent 
officials  of  the  Conference  told  me-  that 
if  he  wanted  to  look  up  a fact  as  regarded 
the  previous  business  of  a committee  he 
turned,  not  to  the  minutes,  but  to  the 
official  communiques,  because  they  were 
less  voluminous  thau  the  minutes,  but 
always  contained  everything  of  im- 
portance ! 

“A  further  resemblance  between 
Washington  and  the  past  lies  in  the  fact 
that  at  various  important  crises  of  the 
Conference  difficulties  were  solved  or  dis- 
posed of  not  by  full  conference,  nor  even 
bv  committees,  but  by  informal  and 
closely  secret  meetings  between  Mr. 
Balfour,  Mr.  Hughes,  and  Baron  Kato. 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


THE  PLAINT  OF  THE 

MINER. 

A TOUCHING  HUMAN  DOCUMENT. 

“THREE  PENNIES  FOR  ONE 

WEEK." 

Toe  article  by  W.  S.  Collins  a few  weeks 
ago  described  the  terrible  plight  of  the 
South  \Vale9  miners  and  the  heroic  effort 
of  the  co-operative  societies  there  to  keep 
the  wolf  from  the  doors  of  their  members. 
Mr.  Collins  writes  a further  article  this 
week,  but  his  last  contribution  has  elicited 
the  following  letter,  which  we  publish 
plaiu  and  unadorned.” 

Sir, — I,  James  Jones,  on  behalf  of  the 
miners  of  this  district,  do  thunk  you  for 
taking  up  the  miners’  cause  -iu  our  “ ^>- 
oporative  News.” 

I am  on  the  educational  committee  of  the 
Pontycymmer  Industrial  Co-operative  • So- 
ciety. I am  taking  the  "News”  to  the 
two  institutes,  Kenfig  Hill  and  Cefn.  I 
am  also  cn  the  Institute  Committee,  and  I 
made  an  application  for  our  “ News”  to  be 
put  on  the  stand  in  a good  position,  so  tliat 
everybody  will  be  able  to  see  it,  not  lying 
down  on  the  tables  of  the  institutes.  The 
members  at  Cefn  thunk  me  for  sending  it 
there  so  regular,  and  1 am  pleased  to  say 
it  is  well  read. 

Dear  Sir, — If  you  have  got  a couple  of 
almanac-calendars,  so  that  I could  place 
them  in  public  places,  I should  be  glad.  I 
am  chairman  cf  our  Prize  Silver  Baldwins 
Workmen’s  Band,  and  I would  put  one  up 
in  the  band  room  pit  would  be  a good,  ad- 
vertisement lor  the  co-operative  movement 
at  large.  I also  ain  allowed  two  “ Mill- 
gates  ” a month  for  the  institutes,  and  it 
has  been  said  that  it  is  the  best  on  the 
market  to-day.  It  is  well  read,  and  good 
common-sense  is  in  every  article — the  most 
edifying  of  all  magazines. 

Dear  Sir, — W.  S.  Collins  has  put  our  case 
very  clear  as  far  as  lie  knows,  for  whkh 
I thank  him  from  my  very  soul;  but  if  he 
only  know  how  the  miners  are  treated  to- 
day, it  would  make  the  heart  of  a saint 
weep.  One  of-  my  fellow -miners  had  three 
pennies  for  one  week.  The  next  week  lie 
had  one  halfpenny  for  his  work  to  keep  his 
wife  and  child. 

There  are  many  mothers  about  bore  with 
babies  on  the  breast  who  do  not  know  what 
to  do  for  food.  Some  dozens  have  got  no 
shoes  to  their  feet,  and  there  are  soino  near 
an:l  dear  to  me  who  have  got  to  go  to  work 
on  dry  bread.  I may  say  I have  helped  all 
I can.  I am  fair  on  the  rooks.  My  pay 
for  last  week,  after  rent  and  stoppages, 
was  13s.  to  keep  three.  The  house  rents 
are  double  what  they  were.  It  is  more  than 
terrible  about  South  Wales.  There  are  a 
lot  of  men  going  home  with  less  than  5s.  a 
week;  and  if  a man  gets  a pound  for  a week 
he  thinks  he  is  a millionaire.  . 

Dear  Sir, — I am  a great  believer  in  the 
Holy  Bible — the  whole  of  it,  not  a part. 
Don’t  you  think  it  is  time  to  go  and  fight 
the  battles  of  the  Lord,  and  say,  like  they 
did  of  old,  how  many  will  take  up  the  sword 
and  drive  the  oppressors  out,  so  that  wo 
can  have  a land  fit  for  herces  to  live  in  P 
There  is  a lot  of  murmuring,  not  in  Israel, 
but  in  England,  and  if  something  don't 
come  before  long  there  will  be  trouble. 

‘’Self”  is  not  the  motto  of  co-operative 
societies — “ Each  for  All,  and  All  for 
Each.”  . . 

I hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  writing 
this  short 'letter.  You  can  make  whatever 
use  of  it  you  like.  It  is  the  truth,  and  l 
will  stand  to  every  won!  of  it.  I have  got 
pay  tickets  to  prove  it.  If  you  know  of 
anybody  who  lias  got  spare  clothes  or  shoes, 
and  you  send  them  to  me,  I will,  with  :v 
thankful  heart,  give  them  to  some  I know 
who  are  in  great  need  of  them.  1 am 
always  working  for  charity,  only,  as  I said, 
I have  got  nothin"  to  give  now;  1 wish  l 
had  It  is  more  messed  to  give  than  to 
receive.  . 

Thank  you  again  for  the  way  you  aro 
fighting  tiie  miners’  cause.  I hope  to  see 
the  C.W.S.  flourish  again  soon.  By  fight- 
ing our  cause  you  will  be  helping  the 
CW.S.— Yours  in  distress. 

James  Jones. 

11,  Pwllvga tli-street,  Kenfig  Hill,  near 
Bridgend,  Glam.,  January  14th,  1922. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

« The  problem  of  the  ideal  diplomacy 
may  remain  still  to  be  solved  at  any 
rate,  the  Washington  solution  has  not 
been  so  radically  different  as  was  antici- 
pated. Yet  there  is  no  doubt  that, 
for  a variety  of  reasons,  the  general 
atmosphere  at  Washington  was  far  more 
wholesome  and  stimulating  than  that 
which  has  usually  surrounded  meetings 
of  the  Supreme  Council  in  Europe.  There 
was  an  air  of  earnestness  and  common 
purpose  which  is  not,  perhaps,  easily 
accounted  for,  but  which  unmistakably 
existed,  and  contributed  a great  deal  to 
the  results  which  were  achieved.” 

When  I asked  Mr.  Harris  if  he  thought 
that  the  Conference  would  have  been 
possible  before  the  war,  he  said  at  once 
that  he  supposed  It  would  not.  As  an 
indication  that  we  are  progressing  it  was 
a hopeful  and  encouraging  admission. 

G.  A.  G. 
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92  PER  CENT.  OF  COWS  CO-OPERATIVELY  OWNED. 


It  is  one  of  the  outstanding  historic  facts 
in  the  re-birtli  of  Denmark  that  co-operative 
societies  have  played  a very  important  part 
in  the  economic  life  of  the  country.  Small  as 
these  societies  are  and  different  in  purpose, 
yet  they  are  numerous  and  strongly  organised. 
The  difficulties  consequent  on  the  war  and  the 
differences  in  the  exchange  notwitlistanding, 
the  total  turnover  of  the  Danish  co-operative 
s^ieties  of  all  kinds  in  the  year  1919-20 
amounted  to  over  11,065  million  kroner,  or 
nearly  double  the  turnover  for  1913-14  (611 
million  kroner). 

The  growth  of  the  consumers’  co-operative 
societies  is  shown  by  tho  following  table  : — 


Turnover 

No.  of  Member-  in 


Tear. 

societies. 

sh-p. 

Kroner. 

1866  . 

. 2 .. 

265  . 

25,662 

1880  * 

. 116  .. 

15,000  . 

. 2,300,000 

1900  . 

. 1.050  .. 

150,000  . 

. 36,000,000 

1910  . 

. 1,364  .. 

243,885  . 

. 70,000,000 

1919  . 

. 1,691  .. 

316,846  . 

. 149,294,000 

were  set  up  in  1897.  There  are  now  forty-six 
slaughter-houses  with  160,000  members,  and 
a turnover  in  1920  of  150  million  kroner. 
Eighty  per  cent,  of  tho  pigs  exported  are 
slaughtered  in  these  slaughter-houses.  There 
are  also  co-operative  societies  for  the  export 
of  slaughtered  pigs ; and  their  turnover  in 
1920  was  9,400,000  kroner.  The  co-operatives 
for  the  export  of  cattle  reached  a turnover  of 
twenty-four  million  kroner  in  tho^same  year. 

The  co-opfirativo  societies  for  the  export 
of  eggs  havo  been  affiliated  since  1895  to  a 
central  sale  organisation,  the  Dansk  Andels 
Aege.cport%  which  had  a turnover  qf  5,693,000 
kroner  in  1914,  and  of  over  20,000,000  kroner 
in  1920.  The  Dansk  Andels  A tgexporl  has 
set  up  a poultry-breeding  centre  to  improvo 
tho  breed  of  poultry. 

Tho  following  table  bTiows  tho  turnover 
of  certain  other  co-operative  societies  in 
1920  : — 


Purchase  of  fodder  115,500,000 

Purchase  of  fertilisers 30,000,000 

Purchase  of  seed  6,800,000 

Purchase  of  coal 2,200,000 

Co-operative  cement  factory. . . 3,300,000 


Tho  number  and  variety  of  the  Danish  co- 
operative organisations  and  the  independence 
which  they  are  careful  to  preserve  havo  not 
prevented  the  establishment  of  commercial 
and  other  relations  between  them.  Most  of 
them  are  organised  in  unions,  either  according 
to  their  functions  or  according  to  the  com- 
modity which  they  distribute  or  sell  for  their 
members.  These  unions  belong  to  common 
organisations  such  as  the  Dansk  Andelsbank 
and  the  Anddsuldvalgel.  The  Dansk  Andels- 
bank  was  set  up  in  1914.  Its  remarkable  and 
rapid  growth  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  in 
1916,  with  a membership  of  5S4,  there  was  a 
turnover  of  3,422,000,000  kroner ; whilst  in 
1920,  there  were  1,532  members,  and 
10,514,000,000  kroner  of  a turnover. 

The  Anddsuldvalgel  was  set  up  in  1898. 
It  includes  all  the  co-operative  unions,  the 
Danish  Co-operative  Bank,  the  Co-operative 
Cement  Factory,  and  the  Co-operative  Sooiety 
for  tho  Purchase  of  Coal.  These  organisations 
combine  to  study  questions  of  common  interest, 
while  the  practical  execution  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  is  left  to  the  individual  organisations. 


Their  total  membership  at  tho  present  time 
is  about  335,000,  and  they  supply  about  46  per 
cent,  of  the  total  population  of  Denmark.  Then- 
total  turnover  is  225  million  kroner. 

The  co-operative  movement  in  Denmark 
is  strongest  in  the  country  districts  ; and  even 
tho  consumers’  co-operatives  are  mostly 
rural.  In  the  last  ten  years,  however,  the 
consumers’  co-operative  movement  has  been 
rapidly  developing  in  the  towns.  Tho  prin- 
cipal consumers’  co-operative  society  in  Copen- 
hagen, the  Uovedstadcns  Bntgsforening,  which 
in  1916  had  7,684  members  and  a turnover 
of  4,048,882  kroner,  attained  in  1920  a mem- 
bership of  26,658  and  a turnover  of  over 
thirteen  million  kroner.  The  number  of 
branches  increased  from  fourteen  in  1919  to 
seventy-seven  in  1920 ; and  in  that  year  it 
employed  353  manual  and  non-manual 
workers. 

The  turnover  of  the  Faellcsforcningcn  for 
Danemarks  Brugjoreningcrs  (known  ns  the 
F.  D.  B.),  the  Wholesale  store  of  the  con- 
sumers’ co-operatives,  for  1920  was  203 
million  kroner,  or  nearly  as  much  as  the  total 
turnover  of  all  the  consumers’  co-operative 
societies.  Tho  value  of  tho  goods  produced 
by  the  F.  D.  B.  in  that  year  was  nearly  forty- 
two  million  kroner. 

The  principal  part  in  agricultural  co-opera- 
tives  is  played  by  tho  co-operative  dairies, 
which  are  generally  small  organisations,  the 
average  membership  being  158.  Ninety-two 
per  cent,  of  the  cows  in  Denmark  are,  however, 
owned  by  members  of  co-operative  dairies  or 
milk  collecting  stations.  The  total  value  of 
the  co-operative  dairies  is  fifty  million  kroner. 
Danish  farmers  have  always  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  tho  improvement  of  their  technical 
methods,  and  have  recently  set  up  an  experi- 
mental dairy  for  this  purpose.  In  1900'there 
were  1,029  co-operative  dairies  with  a turnover 
of  113  millions.  The  number  at  the  present 
time  is  1,210,  and  the  total  turnover  660  million 
kroner.  The  co-operative  society  for  the 
common  purchase  of  butter-making  machinery 
realised  a turnover  of  4,500,000  kroner  in  the 
year  1919-20. 

The  earliest  co-operative  slaughter-houses 


The  cartoon  is  from  “ Het  CoSperaticvo 
Nieuws,”  the  Dutch  official  organ,  and  shows 
the  Consumer,  turned  Co-operator,  breaking 
bis  way  through  the  entanglement  of  thorns 
— tho  “ barbed  wire  ” of  the  Private  Trader, 
towards  where  the  sun  rises  on  the  System 
of  Co-operative  Distribution  and  .Production. 


Enriches  all  Cooking 
and  Baking 

NCE  you  know  how  rich  and 
pure  Carnation  Milk  is,  you 
will  use  it  daily  in  your  home — for 
cooking,  baking  and  drinking. 

It  gives  a rich  flavour  to  vegetables  ; 
it  adds  to  the  delicious  quality  of 
bread,  pies,  cakes  and  other  things 
cooked  with  it.  It  is  healthful  and 
safe  for  the  children  to  drink. 
Carnation  is  simply  full  cream  cows’ 
milk  evaporated  to  the  consistency 
of  cream.  Sterilised  in  hermetically 
sealed  tins  it  is  absolutely  pure.  It 
is  remarkably  convenient  and  more 
economical  than  ordinary  milk  or 
cream. 

Your  grocer  sells  Carnation  in  large 
or  small-sized  tins.  Write  to-day 
for  the  Carnation  Recipe  Book,  sent 
free  on  request.  British  Merchants 
Inc.,  Ltd.,  Dept.  Y-12,  29-30  Tower 
Hill,  London,  E.C.3. 

Girrner  Cake:  2 breakfastcops 
flout,  t teaspoon  bi-carbonate 
soua,  I teaspoon  ground  ginger, 

1 teaspoon  ground  cinnamon, 
pinch  salt.  1 tablespoon  lard.  1 
breakfastcup  sugar.  1 egg,  2 table- 
spoons Carnation  with  6 table- 
spoons water,  i breakfastcup 
syrup.  Sift  flour  thoroughly.  Add 
soda,  ginger,  cinnamon  end  salt  to 
flour  sift  twice.  Cream  lard  and 
sugar.  Add  i'eatcnegg.  Beat  mix- 
ture thoroughly.  Mix  syrup  with 
diluted  Carnation;  add  alternately 
with  flour,  gradually.  Bake  in  one 
layer. tinlined  with  greafedpaper. 

There  are  many  other  recipes 
as  good  as  this  in  the  Carna- 
tion Recipe  Book.  Send  for  it. 

Carnation 

Milk 

“ From  Contented  Cows  ” 

The  label  is  red  and  while 

Aster  Brand  Full  Cream  Condensed  Milk , sweetened  with 
pure  cane  sugar,  can  be  supplied  by  Carnation  Grocers 


THE  WORLD  OF  BOOKS . 


MR.  WELLS  TALKS 
OUT. 

HIS  WORK  ON  THE  RECENT 

CONFERENCE. 

Reviewed  by  Janet  Case,  M.A. 

Mr.  "Wells  and  liis  publishers  waste  no 
time.  The  Washington  letters  are  out  in 
book  form.*  Mr.  Wells  attended  the  con- 
ference with  mixed  feelings.  He  had  no 
illusions.  He  felt  chilly  towards  tho  exist- 
ing League  of  Nations,  and  he  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  easier  to  stop  war  alto- 
gether than  to  reduce  its  scale  and  mitigate 
its  horrors  by  discussion  between  represen- 
tatives of  Powers  which  were  loss  anxious 
for  disarmament  than  for  a gentlemanly 
agreement  within  the  restricted  possibilities 
of  their  austere  bankruptcies.”  Yet  in  dis- 
cussion of  vexed  questions  lay  all  his  hope. 
He  felt  deeply  that  the  conference  was  an 
. occasion  for  11  renunciation  and  restraint,” 
and  his  articles  have  given  desirable 
publicity  to  his  sane  and  sober  contention 
that  treaties  and  alliances  have  always  run 
upon  wrong  lines.  They  have  always  been 
directed  against  some  other  country  instead 
of  being  framed  on  the  linos  of  co-operation, 
with  other  countries  for  the  common  good. 
He  lays  some  bhunc  for  the  continuance  of 
the  old  order  on  tliat  perforvid  patriotism 
“ which  makes  human  affaire  a competitive 
game  instead  of  a common  interest,”  and  is 
loth  to  abate  a jot  or  a tittle  of  sovereign 
independence  in  favour  of  a common  law. 

The  Four-Power  Treaty  in  the  Pacific 
walks  tentatively  along  this  newer  road ; and 
Mr.  Wells  is  hopeful  that  Japan  will  affect 
this  newer  spirit  as  quickly  as  she  did 
Europe’s  imperialist  ambitions,  if  only  we 
falsify  her  fears  by  relinquishing  our  own 
share  in  the  game  of  grab. 

Unfortunately,  European  problems  are  not 
so  easily  capable  of  solution  along  these  lines. 
The  Afro-Enropean  situation  is  fuller  of  old 
sores  and  hates.  Yet  this  way  alone  offers 
hope. 

Tho  economic  plight  of  Europe  over- 
shadowed, in  Mr.  Wells’  mind,  all  other 
questions.  But  this  was  outside  the  terms 
of  reference  at  Washington.  For  this  ques- 
tion he  urged  another  confereiKo  to  include 
Germany  and  Russia  as  well,  such  a confer- 
ence in  fact  as  is  yet  to  meet  at  Genoa.  Ho 
is  insistent  that  the  bankruptcy  of  nations 
must  be  dealt  with  like  tl»3  bankruptcy  of 
individuals.  You  nnist  get  what  you  can 
and  then  put  the  bankrupt  on  his  feet  again. 
Mr.  Wells  courts  America’s  participation  in 
our  efforts  with  every  art  lie  knows.  He  is 
' sure  America’s  policy  of  “ isolation  v w ould 
break  down  before  the  newer  kind  of  treaty, 
free  from  the  dangerous  element  of 
entangling  alliances ; and  that  the  method 
of  conferences  would  appeal  to  her ; and  .Mr. 
Wells  values  greatly  for  such  conferences 
America’s  “ deliberate  diplomatic  inex- 
perience.” There  k a freshness  in  her 
attitude  impossible  to  our  seasoned  Foreign 
Offices.  “ I remain  personally  astonished,” 
he  cries  in  despair,  ”at  the  Foreign  Offico 
officials.  They  liavc  such  excellent,  brilliant 
minds,  but  also  so  highly  specialised.  So 
highly  specialised  that  at  time*  one  doubts 
if  in  the  greatest  sense  of  the  word  they  have 
any  minds  at  all.” 

Mr.  Wells  thinks  the  method  of  conference 
leading  to  conference  a.nd  committee  with 
wide  powers  of  discussion  over  a restricted 
field  is  a mens  hopeful  way  of  mSvirg  towards 
world  government  than  through  the  inoro 
cut-and-drv  functions  and  constitution  of  tho 
League  of  Nations.  Mr.  Wells  has  never 
lacked  imagination.  In  his  early  books  it 
corruscated  on  the  mechanical  side  of  life. 
Now  it  is  absorbed  m a different  field.  All 
his  terrific  energy  and  keen  alertness  of 
mind  are  bent  on  the  business  of  world  peace. 
Ho  sees  so  well  all  the  little  strands  and 
threads  waiting  to  bo  woven  into  a whole. 
He  has  the  ear  of  millions.  He  can  give  tho 
world  a jolt  on  if  it  will  listen,  to  him.  and 
his  cry  is  f-.*r  understanding,  and  more  under- 
standing, and  still  more  understanding 
between  all  the  peoples  of  the  world. 

• ••  Wasliing'rtn  and  tlie  Hope  ol  Peace,''  by  H.  O. 

Wells.  W.  Collin*,  Sons,  and  Oo.  Ltd.  LodiThi  : 

<To.  Tall  Mall.  Price  6s- 


The  pamphlet  on  the  Co-operative 
Party,  which  waa  summarised  in  our 
columns  last  week,  and  for  which  credit 
was  given  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins,  was  pre- 
pared jointly  by  Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (secretary 
of  the  party)  and  Mr.  Watkins. 
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THE  RISING  YOUTH. 

Tiie  defcnco  of  tho  Central  Education 
Committee’s  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  rising 
generation  has,  so  far,  been  left  to  Professor 
Hall,  who30  contributions  to  the  discussion 
created  by  Mr.  Reeves  have,  we  believe, 
been  widely  read. 

Mr.  I.  Wilcockson,  writing  from  Manchester, 
confesses  that  Mr.  Hall’s  indications  of  what 
the  C.E.C.  has  done  to  help  the  teachers  with 
equipment  is  information  that  is  new  to  him. 
He  regards  the  summer  schools  as  in- 
accessible to  the  majority  interested  in  teach- 
ing, and  puts  in  a plea  for  more  correspondence 
tuition,  C.E.C.  scholarships  at  the  summer 
schools,  and  national  organisation  of  the 
circles  and  guilds.  He  deplores  the  lack  of 
sympathy  on  tho  part  of  local  committees ; 
but  thinks  the  fundamental  charge  still  remains, 
viz.,  that  the  C.E.C.  are  more  concerned  with 
the  grown-ups  than  the  children. 

Tom  Ackerman,  of  tho  Bristol  Junior 
Guilds’  Circle,  warns  the  grown-ups  that 
“ if  they  do  not  quickly  wake  up  to  their 
liabilities  in  building  up  a reserve  force  to 
carry  out  co-operative  principles  from  among 
tho  juniors,  particularly  those  approaching 
the  discretionary  stage,  they  will  find  opposing 
forces  only  too  numerous  and  ready  to  take 
tho  matter  in  hand  almost  without  thought 
being  given  to  questions  in  hand.”  He  wants 
every  educational  body  in  the  kingdom  to 
consider  the  whole  question ; and  he  closes 
with  the  parting  word  to  everybody  concerned  : 
“ Don’t  leave  all  the  work  to  the  few  willing 
workers ; is  isn’t  English  or  fair.” 

“ Scottie,”  which  nom-de-plume  hides  tho 
identity  of  an  old  friend  of  the  young  folks, 
complains  that,  in  most  instances,  there  is 
in  the  circles  an  entire  lack  of  the  conception 
of  co-operation  as  “ a law  of  life.”  He  argues 
that  tho  adolescent  movement  will  not, 
however,  function  properly  unless  its  re- 
inforcements come,  in  the  main,  from  Children  s 
Circles  trained  as  Mr.  Reeves  has  suggested 
they  ought  to  be. 

TENTS  AND  TENETS. 


ONE 


WAY  OF  REACHING 

THE  PEOPLE. 


[By  Our  London  Representative.] 

Mr.  A.  C.  Burn,  who  for  many  years  has 
been  a stalwart  worker  in  the  co-operative 
and  allied  movements  in  London,  in  pre- 
siding at  a district  conference  at  Dollis 
Hill,  Willesden  (a  report  of  which  appeared 
in  our  Southern  edition  last  week),  sug- 
gested the  carrying  on  of  tent  missions  for 
the  propagation  of  co-operation  and^ trade 
unionism. 

The  idea  was  (further  elaborated  to  me 
in  a subsequent  chat.  “ The  plan  I have 
in  mind,”  Mr.  Bum  stated,  “ is  to  follow 
on  the  lines  of  the  tent  missions  held  in 
various  parts  by  evangelistic  agencies. 
There  is  a great  need  for  this  work.  Both 
in  the  co-operative  and  trade  union  move- 
ments, members  are  losing  their  confidence 
and  breaking  away.  We  need  a-  stimula- 
tion of  interest,  and  a great  awakening 
amongst  the  rank  and  file.  The  time  is 
now  ripe  for  this  to  be  done. 

“My  idea  is  to  have  a large  tent  which 
could  be  pitched  in  a district  for  a week  or 
a fortnight,  capable  of  accommodating  a 
large  audience.  This  could  be  used  for 
afternoon  meetings  for  women,  and  for 
evening  gatherings  for  advancing  the 
claims  of  co-operation  and  trade  Unionism. 
As  an  attraction  there  could  be  a display 
of  films  showing  C.W.S.  productive  works 
and  other  suitable  subjects.  Then'  there 
would  be  singing  by  the  co-operative  choirs 
in  the  district. 

Pushing  Productions. 

11  It  might  also  be  possible  to  bavo  a 
second  tent  where  co-operative  productions 
could  bo  on  sale,  and  also  an  exhibition 
advertising  our  various  activities.  This 
would  bring  to  the  very  doors  of  the  people 
the  excellence  of  our  productions.  A per- 
centage of  the  surplus  might  be  devoted  to 
the  funds  of  the  local  society.  On  the 
Saturday  it  would  be  possible  to  arrange 
a trado  union  and  co-operative  conference. 

“ What  a splendid  advertisement  could 
ho  obtained  by  means  of  these  tents!”  Mr. 
Burn  enthusiastically  exclaimed.  11  The 
other  great  advantage  is  that  districts 
could  be  reached  where  large  halls  are  not 
available.  We  could  even  have  meetings 
in  the  heart  of  Whitechapel.  I shall  be 
glad  to  hear  through  the  columns  of  the 
* News ' the  opinions  of  other  co-operators 
as  to  this  project.” 


1922  CONGRESS. 

PREPARATIONS  OF  RECEPTION 
COMMITTEE. 

[EXHIBITION  TO  BE  HELD. 

The  arrangements  for  the  Brighton  Con- 
gress are  well  advanced,  and  everything 
appears  to  be  working  very  smoothly.  The 
threo  sub-committees  met  at  Brighton  on 
Saturday,  when  a large  amount  of  business 
was  expeditiously  dealt  with.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a meeting  of  the  Reception  Com- 
mittee in  the  afternoon,  at  which  air. 
Edwards  (president  of  tho  Brighton  Society) 
took  the  chair. 

A welcome  addition  was  made  to  the 
committee  in  the  person  of  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gibbings,  ex-president  of  the  Brighton 
Society  and  a zealous  worker  for  the  move- 
ment, who  has  been  appointed  to  represent 
the  National  Men’s  Guild. 

Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (secretary  to  the  Southern 
Section)  presented  the  report  of  the  Public 
Meetings  and  Excursions  Sub-Committee; 
Mr.  W.  A.  Wilkinson  reported  as  to  the 
arrangements  for  the  lodgings;  and  Mr.  T. 
Horrocks  gave  details  respecting  tho  pro- 
posed exhibition.  Those  reports.,-  were 
approved. 

It  was  announced  that  at  the  concert- 
rmeting  on  the  Saturday  night  Mrs.  Blair 
will  be  the  speaker.  At  the  P.S.A.  meeting 
on  the  Sunday  the  Rev.  Rhondda  Williams 
will  preside,  and  the  address  will  bo  de- 
l.vered  by  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay.  Facili- 
ties are  being  given  for  the  delegates  to 
visit  the  borough  electricity  works,  the 
Museum,  and  the  Booth  collection  of  birds, 
or.e  of  the  finest  in  the  country. 

Excursion  Arranged. 

A motor  coach  trip  to  Portsmouth  and 
Soutlisea  is  being  arranged  on  the  Thursday 
after  Congress.  This  will  enable  the  visitors 
to  see  some  of  the  finest  bits  of  Sussex 
scenery,  with  its  wealth  of  parkland  and 
tree-sheltered  lanes.  Propaganda  meetings 
will  lie  held  at  Arundel,  Crawley,  and  Hay- 
wards Heath. 

Tho  Exhibition. 

The  only  drawback  is  the  lack  of  a big 
building  for  the  exhibition.  Various  places 
have  been  visited  by  the  sub-committee,  in- 
cluding tho  Drill  Hall,  but  this  building  is 
not  available.  It  has  been  determined  to 
bold  an  exhibition,  and  to  make  the  best 
use  of  tho  space  which  is  provided  in  tho 
Com  Exchange,  which  adjoins  the  Dome — 
the  Congress  Hall— and  One  room  at  the 
Art  Gallery.  The  Corn  Exchange  has  a 
space  of  140  feet  by  50  feet,  and  tho  other 
room  is  eighty  feet  by  tliirty  feet.  This 
accommodation  falls  short  of  what  is  re- 
quired, hut  it  lias  been  determined  to  make 
the  best  of  this  limited  space  rather  than 
forego  the  advantages  of  holding  an  exhibi- 
tion. Mr.  Halstead,  the  former  secretary 
to  the  Co-operative  Produeeive  Federation, 
is  to  l>e  asked  to  perform  the  opening 
oeremony.  • , _ . _ 

Mr.  Horrocks  reported  that  tho  United 
Board  had  invited  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  to 
preside  at  the  Congress,  but  she  had  not  yet 
replied. 

Tho  next  meeting  was  fixed  for  March 
25th.  At  the  close  the  delegates  were  enter- 
tained to  tea  by  the  Brighton  Society,  whoso 
hospitality  was  acknowledged  by  Alderman. 
M'Giff  and  Mrs.  Green. 


“So  you  got  your  poem  printed?” 
“Yea.”  replied  the  author;  “I  sent  the 
first  «tanza  to  the  editor  of  tho  correspon- 
dence column  with  the  inquiry,  ‘ Can  any- 
one give  me  tho  rest  of  this  poem?'  Then 
I sent  in  the  complete  poem  over  another 
name.” 


FALL  IN  VALUES. 

EFFECT  ON  TRADE  AT  LEEDS. 
HALF-YEARLY  REPORT. 

The  total  saleB  o:f  tho  Leeds  Society  for 
the  six  months  ending  December  31st  last 
were  £2,OS1,004,  a dieoreasc  of  £‘597.510,  as 
oompared  with  the  corresponding  period  of 
1920.  The  number  of  members  on  the 
bocks  was  92,016,  a decrease  of  1>G3'3  during 
the  past  half-year.  The  shore  capital 
stands  at  £1,467,311,  a decrease  of  £42,964 
as  compared  with  last  half-year. 

After  setting  aside  tho  sum  of  £25,500  for 
interest  on  capital,  ami  £18,344  for  deprecia- 
tion, the  sum  of  £175,930  is  available  for 
distribution,  and  is  to  be  allocated  as 
follows: — £156,479  as  dividend  at  the  rate 
of  Is.  7d.  in  the  pound ; £1,239  for  the  educa- 
tional fund ; prevision  for  collective  life 
assurance,  £8,235;  proivisicin  for  Corporation 
Profits  Tax,  £2,000;  and  balance  to  next 
half-year,  £7,568. 

Extensions. 

The  list  of  extensions  and  additions  men- 
tioned in  tho  report,  is  a long  one,  and  indi- 
cates that  the  society  is  kicking  forward  to 
further  growth  when  trade  revives.  The 
magnificent  central  premises  are  to  be 
enlarged.  Some  property  next  to  the  drapery 
department  has  been  purchased,  and  is  now 
in  course  of  demolition,  so  that  new  premises 
may  be  erected  to  provide  additional  accom- 
modation for  the  confectionery  and  jewellery 
departments.  . 

The  report  states  that  the  fall  in  values 
accounts  foT  the  reduced  turnover  between 
the  present  and  corresponding  half-years. 
The  directors  have  continued  their  policy 
during  the  last  six  months  of  writing  down 
the  stocks  in  various  departments,  and  this 
accounts  for  the  loss  of  profit  in  the  depart- 
ments subject  to  this  process.  The  depre- 
ciation in  the  stocks  referred  to  entirely 
accounts  for  tho  reduction  of  threepence  in 
the  dividend  — 


THE  LINK  OF  THE  LOAF. 


SOUND  BASIS  FOR  PEACE  POLICY. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY.ACTIVE 


The  binding  link  of  the  loaf  served  to 
illustrate  tho  wisdom  of  the  co-operative 
gospel  of  international  brotherhood  in  the 
course  of  the  election  campaign  conducted 
last  week  on  behalf  of  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander, 
the  Co-operative  candidate  for  tho  Hills- 
borough Division  of  Sheffield. 

It  was  Councillor  Wilson,  tho  Labour  can- 
didate for  a neighbouring  division,  who 
enlarged  upon  this  aspect  of  co-operative 
politics.  “ Wo  seldom  stop  to  think,”  he 
said,  " how  much  men  and  races  depend 
upon  one  another  even  for  the  daily  loaf.” 
He  reminded  an  attentive  audience  that 
grain  had  to  be  grown  to  produce  wheat. 
That  meant  that  fields  had  to  U)  ploughed. 
Somebody,  somewhere,  had  to  make  the 
plough ; before  that  was  done  eomebedy  had 
to  make  steel — perhaps  in  Sheffield— and 
somebody  had  to  get  coal.  We  were  in- 
debted to  somebody  in  Canada  or  tho  Argen- 
tine who  used  that  plough  ; bo  somebody  who 
threshed  the  grain  ; to  somebody  who  made 
the  threshing  machine;  to  somebody  who 
loaded  the  grain  and  to  somebody  who  made 
the  train  and  its  parts ; to  somebody 
who  loaded,  .somebody  who  navigated,  and 
somebody  who  built  the  ship  which  carried 
the  grain.  We  were  indebted  to  the  docker, 
the  miller,  the  transporter,  the  baker,  and 
the  distributor  before  the  loaf  found  its  way 
on  to  the  domestic  table  ; and  if  one  of  those 
links  in  the  great  oo-operative  chain  failed 
the  result  was  disastrous. 

From  this  illustration  Councillor  Wilson 
built  up  the  c-aso  foa-  international  goodwill 
and  understanding,  which  is  the  foundation 
of  tlie  foreign,  policy  of  the  Co-operative 
Party. 

A Week's  Campaign. 

Last  week’s  campaign  was  highly  suc- 
cessful. Meetings  held  every  night  of  the 
week  were  most  encouraging.  Some  even- 
ings tho  weather  was  deplorable ; but  t lie 
audiences  rolled  up  to  the  halls  and  schools 
and  listened  with  interest.  Even  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  when  the  meeting  place  was  in 
the  Marleliife-road  School,  in  a well-to-do 
residential  area,  the  moating  was  splendid  in 
spite  of  heavy  rain  which  might  have  kept 
most  people  at  home. 

An  excellent  company  of  speakers  rallied 
to  Mr.  Alexander’s  support.  Local  coun- 
cillors presided  and  spoke  at  most  meetings. 
Mr.  W.  Graluun,  I.L.B.,  M.P.,  drovo  home 
many  interesting  facts  and  ideas  at  one 
meeting.  Mr.  John  Penny,  C.W.S.  director, 
held  the  fort  at  another.  On  Thursday 
evening,  Mr.  Ponsonby,  ex-M.P.,  and  pro- 
spective candidate  for  another  Sheffield  seat, 
demonstrated  tho  weakness  of  the  Coalition, 
and  showed  the  hopelessness  of  counting 
upon  salvation  at  the  hands  of  Tory  or 
Liberal  parties.  Mr.  Walter  Halls,  M.P. 
for  Heywood,  expounded  oo-operativo  i>oli- 
tics  on  Friday  evening,  and  C'-olonel  Jos. 
Wedge  wood,  M.P.,  on  Saturday  urged  the 
workers  to  cut  themselves  adrift  from  their 
old  idols  and  build  up  a great  party  amen- 
able to  the  people-1  s will. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  spoke  at  the  meet- 
ings every  evening  of  the  week.  He  mado 
many  friends,  and  liad  a cordial  reoeption  in 
every  part  of  the  constituency.  He 
elaborated  the  cliief  items  in  tho  Co-opera- 
tive Party’s  programme,  and  denounced  the 
Coalition’s  muddling,  which  had  brought  the 
nation  to  its  present  dangerous  plight. 

At  each  of  the  meetings  volunteers  offered 
their  help  to  Mr.  Alexander’s  committee, 
and  tho  prospects  of  success  in  re  decidedly 
bright.  Of  the  ©oven  Slieffield  peats,  the 
Labour  Party  are  fighting  throe  pud  the  Co- 
operative Party  are  fighting  one.  The 
adherents  of  the  two  parties  in  the  remain- 
ing three  constituencies  are  being  urged  to 
give  their  help  in  tho  Park,  Hillsborough, 
Brightside,  and  Attercliffe  Divisions ; and  in 
each  of  these  divisions  there  is  complete  co- 
operation between  the  two  parties. 


POLITICS  AND  WISDOM. 


THE  CRUX  OF  THE  MATTER. 

[By  Owen  Senior.] 

The  usual  arguments  used  in  discussions 
of  the  proposed  labour  and  co-operative 
political  alliance,  both  by  those  who  favour 
the  proposal  and  those  who  oppose  it,  seem 
to  proceed  from  an  altogether  wrong 
attitude  of  mind. 

Expediency  appears  to  bo  the  principal 
ground  upon  which  supporters  of  the  pro- 
posal base  their  faith.  Both  the  labour 
and  co-operative  movements,  they  tell  us, , 
would  benefit  by  the  alliance,  and  both 
movements  badly  need  what  tho  other 
can  give. 

On  the  other  sido,  I do  not  think  it  would 
bo  untrue  to  say  the  main  arguments  nro 
based  on  foreign  interest,  prejudice,  fear, 
and  pride.  The  Liberals  and  the  Conserva- 
tives in  our  movement  aro  naturally 
opposed  to  the  idea,  the  application  of 
which  would  give  to  the  Labour  Party  an 
advantage  their  parties  could  not  share. 
Politics  in  every  shape  and  form  are 
opposed  by  others.  Prejudice  against  the 
Labour  Party,  and  fear  that  it  is  seeking 
to  further  some  wicked  purpose  by  the 
alliance,  gives  riso  to  more  opposition. 

Then,  too,  there  is  a band  of  devoted 
eo-operators  who  ask:  “Is  not  the  move- 
ment strong  enough  and  big  enough  to  look 
after  its  own  political  interests  and  to 
succeed  as  an  independent  party?”  and 
tjiey,  affirm  that  it  isr 
\yould  it  not  be  bettor  to  approach  tho 
question  frdni  an  altogether  different  point 
of.  view? 

It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  best  to  settle 
the  question  of  whether  tho  aims,  prin- 
ciples, and  policies  of  the  two  movements 
are  the  same.  Then  our  way  would  be 
clear.  If  they  differ,  no  thought  of  expe- 
diency ought  to  allure  us  into  making  the 
compromises  that  would  be  needed  to  form 
an  alliance.  If,  however,  they  are  found 
to  be  the  snrne,  and  wo  aro  going  to  bo 
true  to  tho  principles  we  profess,  tho 
alliance  ought  to  be  concluded  with  all 
possible  speed. 


DEATH  OF  OLD  C.W.S. 

SERVANT.  ' 

MR.  W.  DILWORTH  (HANBURY). 

Intimation  was  recently  received  at 
Balloon-street  of  the  death  of  Mr.  W.  Dil- 
worth,  who  had  charge  of  the  Hamburg 
depot  of  the  C.W.S.  from  the  time  of  its 
opening  in  1884  to  its  close  at  tho  begin- 
ning of  the  war.  Before  entering  tho 
sen-ice  of  the  Wholesale  .Society  he  was 
manager  of  tho  Rawtenstall  Society  and 
came  to  Balloon-street  to  succeed  Mr. 
Andrew  as  grocery  traveller.  Mr.  Andrew 
was  the  first  grocery  traveller  of  the 
C.W.S.,  and  when  tho  Copenhagen  depot 
was  opened  in  1881  he  was  sent  across  to 
take  charge  of  it.  The  present  represen- 
tative of  the  C.W.S.  in  Copenhagen  is  a 
son  of  Mr.  William  Dilworth. 


SPARKLETS. 

“ Wb  are  always  loath  to  be  in  antago- 
nism to  the  workers,  but  we  wish  they 
would  choose  spokesmen  with  clear  heads. 
— “ The  Irish  Homestead.” 

Numerous  British  markets  are  closed 
this  week  because  of  an  outbreak  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease.  We  presume  the 
Embargo  will  now  be  maintained  to  save 
Canadian  herds  from  infection. 


TRADE  FOLLOWS  THE  FLAG. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Winsor  (the  manager  of  tho 
Wymondham  Society)  fears  that  some  recent 
observations  by  Mr.  George  Edmonds,  M.P., 
to  the  Parliamentary  correspondent  of  tho 
“ News,”  may  create  the  impression  that  co- 
operation is  neglecting  the  villages  of  Norfolk. 
The  credit  system,  he  explains  in  a letter  to 
the  editor,  is  a hindrance  to  progress,  and  tho 
thin  population  in  some  large  areas  is  another. 
Nevertheless,  his  society  is  delivering  goods 
in  thirty-three  villages,  going  as  far  as  seven- 
teen miles  from  the  central  premises,  and  is 
engaging  in  propaganda  which  should  plant 
the  flag  in  fresh  districts  and  bring  increased 
trado.  The  heavy  expenses  involved  under 
present  conditions  compel  caution  but  push 
brings  purchasers. 


H.M.  the  King. 

Often  “ Whipped  ” 
jHevsr  Beaten 

For  absolute  purity  and  delicate 
richness  of  flavour,  Nestle’s  Cream 
is  unequalled— it  is  a cream  you 
can  use  with  confidence  and 
satisfaction  for  every  purposer 


NESTLES 


PURE 

thick 

“MILKMAID”  BRAND 

Guaranteed  absolutely  pure.  No 
preservative  at  all.  It  is  sold  at 
all  Co-operative  Stores,  and  is 
packed  by 

. NESTLE'S, 

6-8,  Eastcheap,  London,  E.C.3. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Ferkcary  4.  1922. 


Do  not  Miss  the 
Opening  Chapter 
of  this  Thrilling 
New  Serial  Story ! 


7vv  Towms 


£Tuffior  of'“T/ie  Sfn/ce  of  'Dvepdcrt^' 
(J  Porcefoin  T^omonce  " cfc. 


Chapter  I. — Ax  Ultimatum. 


“ You’ll  have  to  leave  ofF  fooling,  Horace. 
I never  was  more  serious  in  my  life . ” 

It  was  tlie  Earl  of  Jlliagwrrtor  who  spoke, 
a good-looking  man  cf  fifty,  or  thereabouts, 
upright  in  bearing,  rapid  in  glance,  and 
decisive  in  manner. 

The  young  man  he  was  nd  Iressing  was  like 
him  in  feature,  but  darker  in  completion, 
his  hair  being  nearly  black.  His  expression 
nt  tiie  moment  was  anything  but  amiable, 
and  it  was  plain  that  his  lordship  had  been 
Baying  things  the  reverse  of  palatable.  # 

“ I say  distinctly,  sir,”  he  ■said,  J'  that.  I 
entertain  a Very  cordial  dislike  to  31  iss 
Attorcliffe.” 

“ i am  speaking  of  Naomi,’’  rejoined  the 
earl.  ” I ©ay  that  yon  must  cease  any  fool- 
ing in  that  direction.” 

“ There  has  been  no  fooling,  sir.” 

“ Yon  know  what  I mean,  love-making.” 
Tlie  young  man  flushed  a dark  and  angry 
red  ; but  as  he  made  no  reply,  his  lordship 
went  cn  speaking. 

“ I assure  you,  my  nephew,  that  it  wguld 
give  me  no  pleasure  to  attempt  to  coerce 
you,  or  to  act  harshly  if  you  decline  to  fall  in 
udth  my  views.” 

j lie  young  man’s  reply  wa?  a rebellious 
glance  into  the  peer’s  face,  which  caused  the 
latter  to  laugh  grimly,  and  ©ay: 

“ I can  translate  that  look,  my  boy,  quite 
easily.  You  mean  that  I can’t  disinherit 
you,  as  the  title  and  estate  must  go  to  you 
as  next-of-kin.  That  is  quite  true  : © matters 
stand  at  the  present  moment.  But  lot  me 
remind  you  that  I may  marry  again.  Should 
I have  male  issue  you  would  no  longer  be 
next-of-kin.” 

The  earl’s  words,  smoothly  uttered  as  they 
were,  had  a sarcastic  ring  in  them  which  in 
no  way  improved  Horace's  temper,  and  he 
remarked  crossly : 

“ I should  have  thought  that  your  two 
previous  ventures  in  the  matrimonial  line 
would  have  discouraged  any  further  experi- 
ments on  your  part.” 

“So  they  do,”  replied  the  peer,  with  pro- 
voking urbanity.  “ But  one  is  often  spurred 
to  do  disagreeable  things  by  necessity  or 
duty.  I am  not  rich,  my  nephew,  a©  you 
may  probably  know.  Ivy  Towers  requires 
a large  revenue  to  keep  it  up  decently,  a 
larger  revenue  than  the  estate  brings  in. 
More  money  is  wanted,  and  that  can  only 
oome  through  the  matrimonial  channel. 

“ As  you  very  correctly  observed,  niv  pre- 
vious ventures  into  the  marriage  state  liave 
scarcely  been  encouraging.  My  first  wife 
left  me  childless  after  ten  years  of  wedded 
life. 

“At  the  mature  age  of  forty  I took  that 
fatal  trip  to  Canada,  where  1 fell  a victim 
to  the  wiles  of  that  fascinating  French- 
Canadian  widow.  Naomi’s  mother,  and  T came 
back  to  England  a sort  of  married  widower 
with  a step-daughter. 

“It  seemed  as  if  I were  fated  to  have  no 
children  of  my  own,  for  three  years  later  my 
second  wife  died,  leaving  me  without  issue. 
Then,  not  caring  to  hazard  a 'thud  experi- 
ment in  c-onnubiality,  I adopted  you,  tlie 
only  son  of  my  scapegrace  brother,  who 
chanced,  somewhere  about  that  time,  to  take 
his  leave  of  a world  where  he  had  spent  his 
6ubstance  in  riotous  living. 

“ Well,  you  are  the  heir  undoubtedly.  I 
can  will  nothing  from  you.  But  if  I were  to 
marry  again,  and  to  have  a son,  your  heir- 
ship would  be  gone. 

“ I don’t  want  to  coerce  you,  niy  dear  boy, 
and  I would  prefer  to  remain  single  for  tlie 
rest  of  my  days.  Don’t  force  me  to  con- 
template a course  which  is  distasteful  to  me. 

I only  want  von  to  be  reasonable.  Nay.  T am 
only  asking  you  to  consider  your  own 
interests  in  a most  agreeable  way.  Muriel 
AtterelifFe  ha©  not  only  tlie  wealth  absolutely 
necessary  to  maintain  the  proper  dignity  of 
our  family,  but  she  has  youth  and  beauty  as 
well.” 

“ Miss  Attorcliffe’©  beauty  does  not* 
appeal  tia  me,  sir.  On  the  contrary,  it  repels 
me.  And  a more  haughty  damsel  I never 
knew.  What  reason  have  you  to  mppesa  that 
sho  would  look  favourably  upon  a suit  of 


11  My  boy,  I’ll  be  perfectly  frank  with  you. 
I have  discussed  the  affair  with  Aubrey 
AtterelifFe,  her  brother  and  natural  guar- 
dian. He  not  only  approves  of  the  arrange- 
ment, but  he  admits  that  Miss  Muriel 
regard©  you  with  quite  favourable  eves  ” 
“The  prospective  title  of  (Y.untess  of 
Jllingwater  may  account  for  that,”  said 
Horace,  very  unamiably.  “She  and  her 
brother  are,  doubtless,  tuft-hunter*,  after 
the  manner  of  the  newly-rich.” 

“ That’s  unfair,  Horace.  Old  Josiah 
AtterelifFe  made  his  money  in  trade,  and  he 
made  in  honestly.  If  there  was  any  vul- 
garity about  him,  there  is  none  about  his 
SJn  cr  daughter.  Aubrey  is  a barrister  a 
profession  lie  has  chosen  from  love  and  not 
frr;in  necessity  He  is  a clever,  strong, 
willed!,  hue-looking  young  mail.  He  is  a 
model  brother,  too,  for  lie  is  as  fond  as  he  is 
proud  of  Muriel.  As  to  her ” 


Oh!  Phase  spare  your# laudations  ” 
broke  in  Horace.  “ I bate  your  tail 
statuesque  beauties.” 


“Statuesque?  Why,  she's  grace  personi- 
fied, with  just  that  amount  of  dignity  that 
a lady— mind  you,  sir,  a lady — should  have. 

I wish  to  goodness  she  could  put  a little  of 
it  into  that  imp  of  perversity,  Naomi.” 

“ She  never  will,  and  she  never  shall,'3  said 
Horace  warmly.  “ Naomi  is  not  e;Tily 
spoiled,  thank  Heaven.” 

“Spoiled?”  echoed  the  carl.  “ Why,  she 
has  been  .spoiled  from  tlie  beginning.  It’s 
her  French  blood,  I suppose.  Even  her 
mother  found  her  a handful,  and  she  had 
her  share  of  eccentricity,  goodness  know.;.” 

“ I had  a great  liking  lor  the  late- 
countess, ” said  Horace.  “ She  was  n bright 
and  attractive  woman.” 

“ Yes,”  ivetunied  tin  peer,  with  a sigh. 

“ She  fooled  me,  after  the  manner  of  widows. 
Mrs.  Lcferier  and  her  twelve-year-'. I I Naomi 
were  pretty  enouch  as  a picture,  amid  the 
charm  of  a Canadian  rotting  in  the  summer 
time.  Transplanted  here  the  glamour  soon 
wore  off.  and  I was  quickly  disenchanted.” 

“ Might  she  not  liave  been  disenchanted, 
too?” 

“ Very  likely.  Well,  she’s  dead,  and  i’ll 
speak  no  ill  of  liar.  But  Naomi  has  got  her 
mother’s  wilfulness  without  her  adoptability. 

I suppose  the  child  inherits  her  intract- 
ability from  her  father,  Pierre  Beferier.” 
“Then  Naomi  is  of  French  blood  by  both 
parent©?” 

“ Not  entirely  on  the  mother’s  side.  My 
step-daughter's  grandfather  vn©  a New  ; 
Englander  of  Irish  descent.  He  had  two 
girls  it  seems.  One  married  a Bostonian 
who  has  since  made  his  ‘ pile,’  and  the  other, 
my  late  wife,  married  Pierre,  the  ne'er-do- 
well,  who  opportunely  got  himself  killed  bv 
somebody  whom  he  had  offendpd  out  in  the 
Wild  West.  I think  that  i©  all  thero  is  to 
tell. 

“ Non-  let  us  properly  understand  one  an- 
other. I am  not  in,  the  least  hit  angry,  and 
there  in  no  need  for  you  to  be  put  out.  But 
there  must  be  no  more  flirting  between  you 
and  Naomi,  and  you  must  regard  Muriel 
Atterciiffe  as  your  future  wife.” 

“ Must,  sir?” 

“ Yes.  It’s  a plain  necessity,  my  boy,  and 
it  is  no  use  to  quarrel  with  a necessity,  even 
when  it  is  a disagreeable  one,  which  in  this 
case  it  is  not.  The  estate  must  have  money. 

If  you  won’t  get  it,  I must.  So,  do  bo 
sensible.  Don’t  argue  now.  Just  think 
matters  over.” 

With  these  wnrd/s  tlie  caul  closed  the 
interview,  and  Horace  Despard  left  the 
study  in  h very  disturbed  condition  of  mind, 
in  6pite  of  the  obstinate  front  he  had  main- 
tained before  hi©  uncle. 

He  was  not  a whit  more  mercenary  than 
the  average  man,  and  he  may  have  been 
rather  less;  but  to  be  deprived  of  what  he 
had  long  considered  his  birthright  was  a con- 
tingency that  rather  appalled  him. 

It  was  all  very  well  to  put  n .brave  face 
upon  tlie  mat  ter ; but  he  knew  his  unde  well 
enough  to  be  quite  c-onvitioed  of  the  serious- 
ness of  the  situation. 

And -yet  the  other  alternative  uae  almost 
a©  distasteful  to  him. 


After  a few  moments’  hesitation  he  wont 
-briskly  across  the  great  lawn  and  past  tlie 
Italian  garden  towards  the  “ shrubbery,” 
which  was  in  fact  a pretty  piece  cf  wood- 
land just  on  the  borders  of  the  domain. 

It  was  a charming  spot,  and  nature  had 
been  assisted  by  art.  Winding  paths  had 
been  made  among  the  shrubs  and  bushes, 
giving  the  impression  of  a larger  area  than 
there  raally  was.  Most  of  these  paths  con- 
verged towards  the  centre,  and  debouched 
upon  an  open  space  entirely  ‘oecutnied  bv 
a ©beet  of  water,  with-  the  exception  of  a 
narrow,  gently-sloping  bank  around  it. 

iowa ids  this  lovely  little  enclosed  lake 
Horace  swiftly  made  his  way,  and  found, 
as  he  had  expected  to  find,  “the  gill  with 
whom  his  uncle  had  accused  him  of  flirting. 

hdie  was  seated  on  a rustic  bench,  the 
tees  of  her  shoes  nearly  touching  the 
water,  and  was  so  absorbed  in  the  contents 
cif  a letter  she  was  reading  that  she  heard 
notmng  of  the  young  man’s  approach. 

lo  describe  her  with  detailed  accuracy 
is  not  easy,  for  -her  lace  and  features  were 
not  moulded  according  to  any  recognised 
standard  of  beauty,  though  she  was 
beautiful,  perhaps  strangely  so. 

She  was  a brunette,  email  nnd  lissome, 
with  warm  red  blood  to  give  a tinge  of 
colour  to  the  olive  hue  cf  her  skin.  Her 
■face  was  round,  rather  than  oval;  hor 
mouth  and  nose  email,  _ but  daintily,  and 
piquantly  chiselled;  and  . her  eyes,  which 
were  nearly  black,  were  full  of’  a subtle 
witchery. 

Her  hat  lay  upon  the  scat  by  her  side, 
and  her  rippling,  raven-black  hair,  having 
escaped  all  trammels,  had  tumbled  over 
her  shoulders  and  trailed  over  her  forehead 
in  a most  untidy  manner. 

Her  costume  was  as.  simple  re  it  could 
be,  merely  a black  skirt  and  a white 
blouse.  The  most  noticeable  thing  about 
her  garb  was  a broad  band  of  red  ribbon 
round  her  waist,  something  between  n belt 
and  a sash. 

Such,  in  a few  words,  was  the  picture  at 
which  Horace  Despard  gazed  in  silence  for 
some  seconds  before  lie  woke  her  from  her 
absorption  by  a slight  cough.  Instantly 
«he  sat  up  with  a jerk  nnd  looked  nt  him, 
first  with  a very  pretty  pout,  and  then 
with  n bewitching  smile. 

“ I suppose  I must  forgive  you,”  she 
said  in  deliciously  reproving  tones.  “ But 
you  oughtn’t^fco  steal  on  a timid  little 
creature  such  a©  I,  like  a — what  shall  I 
say?— well,  a panther,  or  a tiger,  or  any 
other  creature  who  happens  lo  be  shod  in 
velvet.” 

"What  horrifying  comparisons ! But 
certainly  you  are  a delicious  morsel,  quite 
tempting  enough  to  eat.  Naomi.  I think 
you  could  make  me  do  anything.” 

She  laughed  mischievously,  patted  the 
place  beside  her,  and  said:  “Sit  here  at 
once,  sir.  I command  you.” 

Ho  plumped  himself  clown  beside  her  with 
quite  indecorous  eagerness,  at  tlie  same 
time  putting 'his  arm  around  heF  waist,  a 
proceeding  which  6he  made  a proper  show 
of  resisting  until,  finding  her  feminine 


Give  up  Naomi,  tlie  olive-skinned  little 
witch  who  h id  enslaved  him  body  and  soul? 
Marry  Muriel  Attercliffe,  the  fair-skinned 
imperious  beauty  who  always  aroused  in 
him  the  spirit  of  antagonism? 

He  positively  shuddered  at  both  alter- 
natives. Then  lie  got  angry  with  every- 
body and  every4hing,  made  " all  sorts  of 
impossible  resolutions,  and  finally  left  the 
house  for  a stroll  in  the  grounds. 


muscles  were  no  match  for  his  masculine 
ones,  she  heaved  a protesting  sigh,  and 
resigned  herself  to  her  fate. 

“ I yield  to  superior  force,  sir.  I have 
no  option  but  to — ” 

“ Capitulate,  eh?  You  witch  — you 
conquer  while  you  appear  to  yield.  I am 
your  very  slave.  But  1 should  like  to 
know  what  is  in  that  letter  which  so 
absorbed  you  that  you  did  not  hear  toy 


footsteps,  which  I assure  you  were  not 
noiseless  enough  to  deserve  comparison 
with  any  species  of  tlie  genus  Felis.” 

“ What  horrid  words  you  use!  I shan’t 
be  able  to  talk  with  you  at  all.” 

‘ I am  awfully  sorry,  Naomi.  If  you 
only”  lt>  11  “Se  'vordsC  ol  oue  syllable 

“ There!”  she  said,  as  she  sat  up  with 
an  air  of  offended  dignity.  ■•You  think  1 
am  Only  tit  to  bo  talked  to  in  the  ’ GockIv- 
lwo-ShOes'-style  of  language,  eh?  Yerv 
well,  sir;  you  had  better  go  and  talk  to 
Miss  Muriel  Attercliffe.” 

“ Hang  Murid  Attercliffe!”  lie  returned 
with  much  emphasis.  She  laugh ■ .1  at  his 
outburst  which  evidently  pleased  her, 
though  ©he  tapped  him  on  the  nose  with 
the  let  ter*  she  held  in  her  hand,  as  she 
cried  in  lnock  horror : 

“ Oh,  how  vulgar  1” 

,,  * 11111  * help  it,”  he  said,  frowning, 
i ve  heard  enough  about  tho  Aiterdilte 
girl  to-day.” 

“Who  el  so  has  teen  talking  to  von 
about  her?”  she  asked  quickly  and 
seriously. 

^*1G  carl!’  he  answered  savagely. 
M e almost  had  a row  about  her.  That 
i«  I wanted  to  row,  but  lie  wouldn’t  ; and 
\vli?n  'n-V  uncle  won’t  row  he  is  l he  most 
difficult  to  manage.  Naomi,  I’d  rather 
give  up  everything  than  I'd  give  up 


His  words  startled  her.  Wri 
heisell  free  from  his  grip,  she  sa 
and  looking  him  straight  in  ilm- 
demanded : 


cgling 

. u p, 
eyes, 


“ What  do  you  mean  by  that?  Foes  ho 
want  you  to  many  her?  Don’t  fence. 
Answer  mo  straight.” 

fucio  was  intense  determination  about 
her  now.  The  child  had  given  place  to  the 
woman.  Horace  saw  it,  and,  manlike,  he 
blurted  out: 

‘‘Yes.  He  told  mo  I must  marry  her, 
or  become  a beggar  I” 

“A  beggar?”  she  repeated  slowlv.  “I 
thought  you  were  the  natural  heir?” 

At  present  I am,”  said  Horaco 
bitterly.  “But  the  earl  threatens  to 
marry  again  if  I do  not  fall  in  with  his 
views.  And  ho  means  things  when  he  is 
so  bermtly  cool  in  saying  them.” 

She  jumped  up  from  the  seat,  and  stood 
upon  flu-  few  inches  of  the  ground  between 
**i  water . Her  little  hands  wero 

clenched,  her  red  lips  wero  thrust  out  pas- 
sionately, and  her  eyes  were  blazing. 

“ t hate  Muriel  Attercliffe.”  she  cried, 
uitli  n stamp  of  her  foot.  “ 1 hate  her  I 
could  kill  her!  I mean  it.  I could  kill 
her ! ’ ’ 

These  very  deadly  sentiments  rather 
shocked  Horace;  and  though  he  adopted  an 
indulgent  tone,  his  words  were  rather 
reproving. 

“ You  homicidal  little  witch.  You  terrify 
me-  I shall  certainly  have  to  warn  Muriel.” 
This  was  very  . indiscreet,  and  it  stung 
Naomi  to  a very  fine  pitch  of  resentment. 
She  resented  his  reproof,  she  resented  his 
championship  of  her  rival,  and  she  resented 
his  easy  use  of  the  latter’s  Christian  name. 

So  she  turned  upon  him  like  n veritable 
little  fury,  her  head  thrown  back,  her  eyes 
ablaze,  nnd  her  black  hair  in  most  admired 
disorder. 

“ Go  to  her — your  Muriel  ! I understand 
you  now.  ^ ou  want  to  break  with  mo  be- 
cause your  unde  has  threatened  to  cut  you 
off  with  a shilling.  1 hate  you,  ns  1 hate 
her.  Go  to  her,  and  beg  her  to  marry  you. 
Anci  when  you  are  on  your  knees,  tell"  her 
that  you  have  held  me  in  your  arm©  many 
a time,  and  that  the  kisses  you  offer  her  are 
second-hand.  Go!” 

He  was  thunderstruck  nt  her  outburst, 
and  felt  that  the  mntter  was  rather  serious. 
Of  course,  lie  had  no  idea  of  getting  huffed, 
and  ongoing  into  a temper  himself.  It  was 
necessary  to  soothe  her,  nnd  afterwards  talk 
rationally  to  her.  So  he  said,  quite  calmly : 

“ 1 don’t  intend  to  go,  you  fiery  little 
woman.  I am  loo  fend  of  you.  You  aro 
absolutely  bewitching  when  you  aro  in  a 
temper.” 

She  relented  a little  at  <l  is,  and  though 
she  tried  to  maintain  her  angry  tone,  there 
wav  a decided  quaver  in  her  voice  as  she 
cried ; 


“ I don’t  want  to  bewitch  you.  I'm  miser- 
able. I hate  everybody,  myself  included.” 

Here  the  hot  tears  broke  loose,  and 
though  she  dashed  them  away  with  her 
hand,  the  overflow  increased  second  by 
second. 

At  the  sight  of  her  tears  Horace  was  as 
penitent  as  could  be.  He  took  her  into  his 
arms,  and  kissed  her  until  the  smiles  came, 
and  there  was  sunshine  after  rain. 

But  Namoi  had  by  no  means  forgotten 
Miss  Attercliffe;  and  when  conversation  was 
resumed  she  returned  to  the  subject. 

“ She’s  awfully  handsome,  isn’t  she, 
Horace?  I wonder  you  didn't  fall  in  love 
with  her  instead  of  with  pocr  little  me.” 

“Do  you?”  he  replied,  wjtli  a frown. 

“ Then  let  me  toll  yon  this,  Naomi.  There  , 
is  something  about  Muriel  Attercliffe  that 
gets  on  my  nerve-.  She  repels  me.  She’s 
a splendid  creature,  no  doubt,  and  some  men 
go  mad  ahout  her,  including  her  brother 
Aubrey,  who  dotes  on  her  in  the  most 
absurd  way." 

“ You  don't  think  ©he  is  wicked,  do  you?” 
asked  Naomi,  looking  up  at  him  rather 
fearfully. 

“ No.  little  one,  certainly  not.  She 
wouldn’t  do  the  Lucrezia  Borgia  business,  or 
purloin  wills,  or  drive  poor  devils  to  commit 
suicide,  like  the  wicked  women  in  novels. 
But  the  fact  remains  that  die  rrqrels  m;; 
and  if  she  and  I were  lompelled  to  live  to- 
gether, 1 am  not  ©me  that  I shouldn't  do 
something  dreadful.” 

Tin’s  pronouncement  caused  Naomi  to  « lap 
her  hands  in  glee,  as  she  cried  out  merrily: 
“Oil,  oh!  Who's  the  * liomiiid.il  nersou; 
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DOW  ? You  dreadful  boy.  I'm  quite  afraid  of 

J°The  fun  of  the  thing  was  not  very  evident 
to  Horace;  and  lie  said  very  seriously  : “ I 
am  not  speaking  of  temper  or  passion, 
Naomi.  I don’t  hate  Muriel  Atterclufc; 

“But  what?”  she  asked,  for  lie  lmd 
stopped.  ^ ,,  , -r 

“ Oh  l I don’t  know.  Don  t ask  me.  1 
want  to  forget  lier.  Let’s  talk  about  some- 
thing else  ; that  letter  you  liold  hi  your  hand, 
for  instance.  Who  is  it  from?” 

“ From  my  cousin  Stella,”  was  the  prompt 
reply. 

“ And  who  is  Stella  ? 

“ Stella  is  my  cousin  on  my  mother  s side. 

I’m  all  French,  you  know  ; that  is  Canadian- 
French.  Stella  is  only  half  French.  Her 
mother  and  mine  wore  sisters.  My  mot  her 
married  Paul  Leferier,  a Frcnch-Canadian 
musician.  Stella’s  mother  married  a \ ankeo, 
a Bostonian,  who  has  since  died,  and  left 
no  end  of  dollars  to  my  cousin.” 

“ She  is  a lucky  young  lady.  What  is  she 
like?” 

“Well,  sir,  she’s  not  a bit  like  me, 
though  she’s  the  dearest  girl  that  ever  was. 
She’s  not  little,  and  she’s  ‘ divinely  fair.’ 

I haven’t  seen  her  since  she  was  a girl  at 
school,  so  I guess  she’s  just  splendid  now.” 

“ Naomi,  you  are  just  revelling  lin 
superlatives.” 

“ Nothing  but  the  tip-top  degree  of  com- 
parison is  fit  for  Stella.  Shall  I go  on?” 

“ Well,  just  leave  a little  to  the  imagina- 
tion. We’ll  say  she’s  a sort  of  flamboyant, 
untamed  angel.  I suppose  she’s  got  the 
deuce  of  a temper?” 

“No,  sir,  she  hasn't.  She  talks  straight, 
•but  she  never  quarrels.  And  she’s  not  only 
good-tempered,  but  she's  clever,  and  blythe, 
and  witty.  What  can  I say  more?” 

“ Nothing.  Just  leave  it  at  that,  and  tell 
me  what's  is  that  letter.  Has  she  sent  her 
portrait?" 

“ No,  sir;  but  she’s  sending  herself.  She’s 
on  lier  way  mow,  and  in  less  than  a week 
you’ll  be  able  to  form  your  own  opinion  oft 
her.  There  is  the  letter.  You  can  read  it 
for  yourself.” 

Horace  took  the  missive,  and  read  as 
f ol  tows : — N. 

“My  darling  little  Naomi, — I can’t  live 
any  longer  without  a glimpse  of  you  ; so  I 
am  going  to  storm  j'our  ancestral  castle  at 
Ivv  Towers. 

“ Ma  won't  come.  She’s  putting  on 
flesh,  my  dear,  and  she  says  it’s  kinder 
tiring  to  drag  it  about,  with  her  wherever 
she  goes. 

“So  I am  coming  alone — all  in  my 
majesty  and  might,  which  means  a lot  I 
can  tell  you.  Stella  Hazlethorpe  always 
did  think  a lot  of  herself,  as  you  know. 

“ I’ve  written  to  your  pa-in-law — or 
step-pa,  which  is  it? — to  tell  him  that  I 
am  going  to  stay  at  Ivy  Towers  till  1 am 
sick  of  it,  or  he  is  sick  of  me,  which  last  I 
geekon  will  happen  first. 

“ Well,  dear,  I want  you  to  give  mo  a 
good  show  o'f  your  genuine  English  pro- 
ducts. Have  you  got  a family  ghost? 
They  tell  me  that  all  your  great  families 
have  got  one  or  more  lurking  among  tho 
cobwebs  of  your  picturesque  domiciles. 

“ Then  os  to  your  earl.  Is  he  one  of 
those  starchy  old  gentlemen  one  reads 
about  in  your  novels,  who  are  firmly  con- 
vinced that  aristocratic  blood  is  physiolo- 
gically different  from  plebeian. 

“ As  to  the  3ioir  apparent  I hope  I shall 
like  him  well  enough  to.  bestow  my  bene- 
diction upon  you  two  conjointly.  And 
have  you  got  in  your  neighbourhood  any 
more  eligible  males?  I’m  quite  heart- 
whole,  and  I should  have  no  objection  to 
a real  nice  young  Britisher.  I should 
prefer  one  of  your  characteristic  sort,  one 
of  those  straight-backed  islanders  who 
jirnvly  believes  that  one  Englishman 
worth  three  Yankees. 

“ Well,  dear,  having  filled  up  these 
sheets  in  a disgracefully  random  fashion, 
and  having  left  out  nearly  all  I intended 
to  say,  I must  write  ‘ finis  ’ whether 
like  it  or  not. 

“ I shall  see  you  very  soon,  and  if  you 
want  anyone  to  fight  your,  battles  for  you, 
remember  that  ‘ I'm  your  man.’ 

Ever  your  loving  comrade,  Stella.” 
Horace  read  the  epistle  with  a fairly 
stolid  face,  and  handed  it  back  with  the 
remark:  “A  Yankee  girl  to  the  core, 

doubtless.  I am  afraid  she  and  I won't 
hit  it  together.”  _ _ 

“ Oh,  yesq  you  will,”  said  Naomi  confi- 
dently. “ She’ll  take  everybody  by  6torm. 
By-the-by.  do  we  know  anyone  in  the 
neighbourhood  who  would  answer  her 
jocular  description  of  an  Englishman  whom 
she  might  feel  disposed  to  regard  as 
suitable  lover?” 

“Hum!  There’s  Aubrey  Attercliffe. 
He’s  straight-backed,  straight-laced,  and 
stiff-necked.  He's  as  insular  ns  a man  can 
be.  To  harness  him  to  a young  lady  like 
Miss  Stella  Hazlethorpe  would  bo  a tragi- 
comedy of  a most  diverting  kind.” 

“I  don’t  like  you  to  joke  like  that, 
Horace,”  said  Naomi. 

“ All  right,  my  dear.  Well,  what  do 
you  say  to  our  vicar,  the  Rev.  Julius  Car- 
slialton.  His  living  is  a good  one ; he  ia 
still  young;  and  ho  has  influence.  He  may 
Jjecome  a bishop.”  / 

“ Stella’s  the  dearest  girl.”  said  Naomi 
rather  seriously,  “but  I doubt  whether 
she  would  be  good  enough  for  a saint  like 
the  Rev.  Julius  Carshalton.  He  will 
never  marry.  He  believes  in  tho  cruci- 
fixion of  the  flesh  every  hour  of  the  day.” 
“ He  is  a strange  fellow,”  said  Horace 
musingly.  “ I don’t  believe  in  the 
passions  being  unnaturally  subdued.  In 
my  opinion,  Oarshalton  could  love— ny,  and 
hate  very  strongly.  Do  you  know,  Naomi, 
that  I have  often  thought  that  Muriel 
Attercliffe  has  enslaved  him?” 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 
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[From  tub  Co-operativb  PriJss  Agency.] 

Shop  Appearance. 

During  the  war  the  premises  of  many 
societies  became  dull  in.  appearance,  and  the 
absence  of  painting  has  led  to  the  necessity 
for  much  renewal  and  replenishment  of 
colour  on  business  premises.  Whilst  thfs 
work  is  in  progress  it  may  be  advisable  for 
Societies  to  consider  bringing  some  of  their 
shops  into  line  with  modern  practice.  Fresh 
ideas  with  regard  to  shop  frontages  require 
full  consideration,  and  some  regard  must  be 
paid  to  securing  ample  proportions  for  win- 
dow display  on  the  most  economical  lines. 

To  enable  societies  tp  do  this  the  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society’s  building  depart- 
ments at  Broughton-iane,  Manchester,  in 
Lt man-street,  London,  and  elsewhere  aro 
specialising  in  the  planning  of  business  pre- 
mises and  also  in  sliop  fittings.  An  attrac- 
tive skpp  is  a magnet  for  trade,  and 
wherever' societies  have  brought  their  pre- 
mises into  line  with  modern  practice,  the 
results  have  keen  seen  in  increased  trade 
and  greater  interest  from  the  members. 

Easter  dees  not  fall  until  April  this  year, 
and  now  seems  an  excellent  time  for  commit- 
tees to  consider  the  problem.  Inquiries  by 
post  or  a personal  visit  from  officials  and 
committees  to  the  departments  will  ensure 
that  co-operative  societies  throughout  the 
country  can  be  brought  well  to  the  frout 
from  this  point  of  view. 

The  departments  will  supply  estimates, 
drawings,  specifications,  and  ideas,  so  that 
committees  may  have  full  opportunity  of 
getting  the  bes\  advice  suited  to  co-operative 
requirement's. 

Poultry  and  Gardens. 

Now  that  we  have  got  well  into  1922, 
retail  societies  should  seriously  consider 
ways  and  means  of  getting  into  touOl*,  with 
local  allotment  holders,  both  individually 
and  through  their  associations,  as  well  .as 
with  organised  societies  of  poultry  keepers 
and  the  like.  Most  of  these  people  have 
some  idea  of  co-operation  for  mutual  help  in 
their  ..particular  pastimes  and  recreations. 
Its  extension  to  co-operative  trading  should 
b5  an  easy  matter  if  societies  would  bring 
the  matter  particularly  to  the  notice  of  the 
"arious  officials. 

In  many  ways  the  trading  departments  of 
the  Cooperative  Wholesale  Society  have 
specially  adapted  themselves  to  assist  retail 
societies  in  cultivating  this  avenue  of  busi- 
ness. From  the  Birdie  Brow  Farm  at  Chaig- 
ley  last  season  thousands  of  one-day-old 
chicks  and  of  eggs  for  sitting  were  de- 
spatched to  co-operators  through  their  local 
societies.  Since  then  testimony  lias  reached 
the  C.W.S.  game  and  poultry  department  at 
Manchester  proving  conclusively  the  univer-t 
sal  satisfaction,  with  the  birds  supplied.  They 
have  now  become  egg  producers,  and  the 
arious  mills  of  the  C.W.S.  are  able  to  con- 
tinue the  good  work  by  supplying  poultry 
mixtures,  pigeon  corn,  Ac.,  of'  high  grade, 
and  well  calculated  to  secure  the  health  and 
productivity  of  the  birds.  For  the  coming 
season  arrangements  have  been  made  which 
will  secure  the  further  progress  of  the  Birdie 
Brow  Farm  as  a breeding  centre,  and 
already  many  members  of  co-operative  socie- 
ties are  getting  into  touch  with  the  depart- 
ment with  a view- to  developing  its  business. 

Similarly  with  regard  to  the  horticultural 
department,  which  is  now  fully  installed  at 
the  Seed  Trial  Warehouse,  Osmaston-road, 
Derby.  A catalogue  containing  cultural 
hints  has  been  issued,  and  this  is  embellished 
with  specimens  of  colour  printing  done  at 
tlie  Longsteht  works,  so  that  email  cul- 
tivators will  be  able  to  obtain  an  artistic 
impression  «f  the  work  of  that  department. 
Arrangements  for  bulking  orders  and  for 
supplying  indiyidual  lots  through  the  dis- 
tributive societies  have  been  made,  and  the 
distribution  of  these  catalogues  to  local 
allotment  holders  should  be  the  first,  concern 
of  managers  intending  to  develop  this  par- 
ticular trade.  Quantities  for  the  purpose 
will  be  supplied  to  secretaries  of  societies  on 
application  to  the  C.W.S.  horticultural 
department. 

These  may  appear  small  matters  of  trad 
ing  interest,  but  we  have  to  recognise  that 
co-operation  is  out  to  interest  the  people  in 
rural  districts  in  its  trading  advantages  and 
also  to  secure  for, those  in  industrial  areas 
something  of  the  delights  of  tho  garden  and 
spare-time  recreations  calculated  to  increase 
the.  national  food  supply.  Hence  the  linking 
of  the  producer  and  the  consumer  through 
the  horticultural  and  the  farming  activities 
ol’  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  is  one 
of  the  essential  things  to  be  done  in  making 
the  movement  universal. 


A MODERN  MARVEL. 

FIRST  INSTALMENT  OF  OUR  DAILY  PAPER  PLANT. 


THE  “NEWS”  STRIDES  FORWARD. 


The  “ Co-operative 
News  ” appears  this 
week  in  a slightly 
altered  shapo  which, 
it  is  hoped,  readers 
will  grow  to  like  even 
better  than  the  old. 

It  is  the  first  issuo 
from  the  new  printing 
press  winch  must  be 
described  as  a marvel 
of  mechanism.  The 
new  machine  is  a 
modern  miracle.  There 
is  no  * more  perfect 
printing  press  in  any  newspaper  establishment 
the  country.  It  is  a “ Rotary  Web  Sex- 
tuple Straightline  Pattern  Press,”  by  Messrs. 
R.  Hoe  & Co.,  the  eminent  printing  engineers. 
To  experts  in  the  best-equipped  newspaper 
offices,  that  conveys  every  thing,  and  it  will 
be  recognised  nt  once  that  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” is  now  printed  on  the  latest  and  best 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

“ I can’t  believe  it,  Horace.  It  would 
be  a wicked  thing  to  tamper  with  such 
man’s  heart.” 

“I  am  not  saying  that  she  means  to 
tamper  with  it,”  returned  the  young  man 
lightly,  “ though  I believe  she  rather 
enjoys  such  sport.  Well,  let  us  drop  the 
subject,  and  go  for  a stroll.” 

They  got  up  from  the  seat, .and  turning 
their  backs  to  the  lake,  sauntered  in  lover- 
like  fashion  through  the  wood.  His  arm 
was  around  her  waist,  and  her  head  rested 
against  his  breast,  he,  from  tune  to  time, 
bending  and  kissing  the  pretty  face  now 
looking  supremely  happy. 

It  was  just  as  he  had  done  this  for  about 
the  twentieth  time  that  they  heard  the 
crackling  of  twigs  behind  them,  denoting 
the  fact  that  they  were  not  alone. 

With  flushed  faces  they  turned,  and 
found  themselves  facing  a rather  sinister- 
looking  and  shabbily-dressed  man. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 


Mr.  J.  W. _Lawson. 


can  see  the  finished  issue  for  this  week ; bub 
if  there  should  be  any  blemish  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  print  it  may  be  put  down  at 
once  as  being  a new  effort,  and  readers  will 
no  doubt  be  a3  indulgent  as  tho  audience 
at  the  first  night  of  a new  play. 

The  inauguration  of  the  new  machine  marks 
an  epoch.  Our  Rotary  Web-Scxtuplo  is  tho 
first  instalment  of  what  we  hope  will  be  the 
plant  for  the  first  permanent  co-opcralivo 
daily  paper.  The  old  Newspaper  Society 
has  already  had  the  distinction  of  publishing 
the  first  co-operative  daily.  It  published 
daily  editions  several  times  when  the  venuo 
of  the  Congress  made  that  possible ; but  the 
“ daily  ” only  lasted  for  the  duration  of  the 
Congress.  Tho  National  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society  hopes  to  do  moro  than  that. 
Tho  “ News,”  according  to  Mr.  Greening, 
broke  tho  tradition  of  failure  that  had  followed 
working-class  experiments  in  journalism  till 
its  time.  When  tho  'National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society  launches  a co-operative 


The  New  “News 

press  obtainable ; but  to'W  average  reader 
that  name  .conveys  nothing,  and,  some  words 
explanation  are  necessary.  The  new 
machine  is  identical  with  the  machine  upon 
which  the  “Daily  Mail”  and  the  “Daily 
Mirror  ” are  printed.  By  taking  out  part  of 
the  folding  apparatus,  the  size  of  the  “ News,” 
as  the  reader  sees  it  to-day,  would  be  doubled, 
and  it  would  then  be  the  same  size  as  the 
Daily  Mail.” 

For  the  new  machine,  as  for  the  old,  the 
type,  set  up  on  high-speed  linotype  and  mono- 
type machines,  is  made  up  into  pages.  Two 
pages  of  type  are  placed  together  in  one  forme 
and  then  taken  to  the  stereotyping  depart- 
ment. Papicr-machi  moulds,  or  matrices,  are 
made  ; these  are  placed  in  a casting  box  which 
gives  them  a semi-cylindrical  shape,  metal  is 
poured  into  the  mould,  and  when  the  metal 
hardens  there  remains  a curved's  olid  plate 
of  type  and  printing  blocks  which  fits  closely 
to  one  side  of  a cylinder  in  the  priliting  machine. 

On  our  old  machine  there  fyere;  two  complete 
sets  of  “News”  pages  used';  on  the  new 
machine  there  are  four  sets,  so  that  one  revolu- 
tion of  the'  cylinders  will  proifaco  four  copies 
of  the  “ News.”  The  number  of  'copies  pro- 
duced per  hour  depends  upon  the  speed  that 
a machine  can  be  worked  at  with  accuracy ; 
and  that  is  where  the  merits  of  the  new 
machine  comes  in. 

What  actually  happens  when  the  “ News  ” 
is  “ ready  to  go  ” is  tiffs.  Each  set  of  cylinders 
has  its  full  complement  of  plates;  the  paper 
has  been  slowly  passed  through  the  machine 
to  make  certain  that  the  page-plates  are  in 
their  proper  positions,  and  to  make  sure  that 
the  complete  paper  turned  out  will  be  all  right. 
The  paper  suppty  to  the  machine  is  from  large 
reels  attached,  each  weighing  fifteen  cwts.  of 
paper.  Proofs  have  been  checked,  and  every 
member  of  the  machine  room  staff  is  at  his 
proper  place.  A bullon  is  pressed  ; the  electric 
power  that  drives  the  machine  is  switched  on  ; 
the  wheels  go  round  with  a whirr ; the  spotless 
white  paper  is  swalloiced  up,  printed,  cut,  pages 
Jail  “ into  their  proper  order,  folded,  and 
thrown  out  of  the  machine  in  complete  copies, 
counted  in  dozens,  at  the  rate  of  &4,000  copies, 
this  size,  per  hour. 

Without  los3  of  speed,  an  issue  of  the 
“News”  with  twenty-four  pages  could  be 
published  on  this  new  marvel ; and  at  a reduced 
rate  of  output  the  same  machine  will  be  able 
to  print,  if  occasion  should  warrant,  a forty- 
eight-page  issue  of  the  “ News.” 

This  is  being  written,of  course,  before  one 


Machine. 

daily,  it  will  be  in  a position  that  will  warrant 
the  hope  that  its  succ6ss  will  be  assured; 
but  if  it  were  to  launch,  a,  daily  now,  it  could 
find  no  more  perfect  type  of  machine  than  that 
which  it  has  laid  down  for  the  “ News,”  and 
whatever  other  organs  circumstances  may 
warrant  in  the  immediate  future. 

\So  the  inauguration  of  tho  new  machine 
marks  an  epoch ; and  it  is  fitting  that  the 
hbnonr  of  switching  it  on  for  the  first  time 
should  devolve  upon  the  senior  member  of 
the  directorate,  Mr.  Lawson  (Bolton),  who 
has  given  twenty-five  years  of  service  to  the 
News”  and  its  allied  publications.  The 
ceremony  was  arranged  to  take  place  on 
Wednesday  evening ; but  the  nature  of  the 
function  will  have  to  be  reported  next  week. 


/.Woman’s  Outlook;’ 
February.  Price  ljd. 


now  ready  foe 


No  trouble, 
no  milk,  no  sugar 

Made  in  a moment,  “ Milkmaid” 
Cafe  aiv  Lait  is  most  convenient 
and  economical — no  infusion  and 
no  milk  or  sugar  required.  And  it 
is  delicious.  As  delicious  as  the 
fragrant  exquisitely  flavoured 
coffefe  of  Paris.  Economical  too. 

OAFl  AU  LAIT 

“MILKMAID”  BRAND 

(Pre-War  Style  Again) 
Xseaves  no  "grounds"  for  complaint. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores, 
and  packed  by 

NESTLE’S. 

6-8,  EASTCHEAP,  LONDON.  E.C.3. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Februart  4.  1922. 


SEE  SPECIAL  ITEMS,  PAGE  16. 


WHEATSHEAF 
LADIES’  SHOES 

— AT  — 

10/9  12/6- 

Owing  to  the  unprecedented  demand 
from  co-operators  all  over  the  country 
for  these  C.W.S.  Shoes,  the  supplies  have 
been  SOLD  OUT. 

The  works  are  now  engaged  in  getting 
fresh  supplies  for  the  various  depots, 
and  these  will  be  available  in  fourteen 
days. 

Orders  from  Societies  should  be  placed 
now ; and  individual  members  should 
place  orders  at  once  with  their  local 
Boot  Departments.  In  a few  days  they 
will  be  met  by  the  fresh  arrivals  from 
the  works. 

This  announcement  is  made  just  as  we  go  to  press, 
and  further  information  will  be  given  next  week- 

STILL  SELLING  IN  STORES  THAT 
ARE  CO-OPERATIVE , 


C.W.S. 

FLAH^ELETTE 

1/3  PER  YARD. 

P»RAPERY  MANAGERS 


u 


should  take  advantage  of 


this  offer  to  secure  Co-operative 
Flannelette  for  their  Members 
— and  help  to  keep  the  Bpry 
and  Radchffe  Mills  running. 
The  mills  have  been  erected 
by  Co-operative  Capital ; they 
are  dependent  on  Co-operative 
Custom. 


THE  PEOPLE’S 
YEAR  BOOK, 

2s.  6d. 

Or  post  free  3/-,  from  Co-operative  Press 
Agency,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 

SPECIAL  TERMS  TO  SOCIETIES  ordering 
quantities  for  their  Committees,  Employees,  or 
Members. 

MORE  PRESS  NOTICES. 

YORKSHIRE  OBSERVER. 

“The Peoples  Year  Book.  1922 "-an  annual  of  fact,  and  figure, 
on  Co-operative,  Labour,  and  allied  subjects— his  some  attractive  new 
feature,  this  year.  Tb;  letterpress  is  on  antique  paper,  and  numerous 
intaglio  illustrations  are  included.  These  innovation,  make  the  annual 
an  extremely  artiitic,  and  at  the  price— 2s.  6d.-a  very  .heap  production. 
The  sphere  of  Co-operative  and  Labour*  activity  is  covered  in  great 
detail,  and  in  addition  there  are  article,  of  more  kcneral  appeal.  Both 
as  regard,  it,  compilation  an*d  it,  production  “The  People'*  Year 
Book"  doc,  ctcdil  to  the  Co-operative  Pres,  Agency. 

WESTERN  MORNING  NEWS. 

This,  the  fifth  issue  of  the  HANDBOOK  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  MOVEMENT 
devote,  considerable  space  loco-operative  trade  at  home  and  abroad.’ 
There  i,  also  a large  variety  of  other  contribution,  and  statistic,  on 
subject,  of  direct  interest  to  all  who  are  anxious  to  know  something 
about  world  probltns. 


READ  THE  OFFER  ON  PAGE  1. 


Che  Co-operaiioe  Ketos 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  4,  1922. 


CAPITALISM  AND 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

Mr.  Reginald  M'Kenna,  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, is  now  the  chairman  of  the  London  Joint  City 
and  Midland  Bank,  one  of  the  biggest  banking  corpora- 
tions in  the  country.  Since  be  left  politics  for  banking, 
lie  has  given  a number  of  addresses  as  presiding  genius 
of  the  bank,  and  none  was  more  interesting  than  that 
in  which,  last  week,  he  reviewed  the  business  of  the 
bank  for  the  year  which  has  just  passed. 

That  address  ought  to  be  read  and  studied  by  every 
working  man,  and  particularly  by  every  unemployed 
man,  for  it  deals  principally  with  that  vital  question  : 
What  causes  unemployment  ? 

We  must  first  understand  qyhat  causes  unemploy- 
ment, if  we  are  to  endeavour  to  bauish  it  from  our 
midst. 

Mr.  M'Kenna  made  the  following  statement " There 
is  a higher  proportion  of  unemployment  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States  than  anywhere  else, 
although  these  two  countries  have  the  greatest  wealth 
and  the  largest  volume  of  foreign  trade." 

Is  not  this  an  extraordinary  state  of  things  ? Political 
economists  tell  us  that  there  are  two  tilings,  principally, 
which  create  employment.  One  is  , Capital,  which 
enables  workpeople  to  produce.  The  other  is  Demand, 
which  enables  the  products  to  be  sold. 

America  and  England  being  the  two  richest  countries 
in  the  world,  are  the  countries  where  Capital  is  most 
plentiful.  From  the  point  of  view  of  Capital,  therefore, 
America  and  England  ought  to  be  the  countries  where 
there  is  the  least  unemployment.  Now,  in  regard 
to  Demand,  note  what  Mr.  M'Kenna  says : “ The 
United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  are  the 
wealthiest  countries  in  the  world.”  What  result  should 
we-- expect  from  this  ? We  should  know  what  to 
expect  if  we  were  talking  about  individuals  instead 
of  nations.  The  man  with  a thousand  a year  can 
buy  ten  times  as  mticb  as  tbe  man  with  a hundred- 
That  is  to  say  his  Demand  is  ten  times  greater.  If 
America  and  England  are  the  two  richest  countries  in 
the  world  their  power  to  demand  commodities,  in  con- 
junction with  their  superabundance  of  Capital,  ought 
to  eventuate  in  flourishing  industry  and  a job  for  every 
man  who  wanted  one.  Yet,  nowhere  is  unemployment 
so  rife  as  it  is  in  these  two  wealthiest  countries  in  the 
world. 

How  does  it  come  about  ? Mr.  M'Kenna  first  tells 
us  that  this  topsy-turvy  state  is  due  to  the  policy  of 
deflation  of  currency.  Up  till  August,  1914,  the  money 
in  use  consisted  of  copper,  silver,  and  gold  ; the  currency 
was  inflated  by  manufacturing  paper  money  ; and  as 
we  argued  during  the  war,  Mr.  M'Kenna  now  argues 
that  " the  evil  of  inflation  is  that  it  raises  prices.”  But 
while  it  raised  prices  it  also  had  the  effect  of  rnakiug 
brisk  demand  for  goods ; and  employment  was 
constant. 

Now  deflation  being  tbe  opposite  of  inflation,  it  ought 
to  follow  that  a deflated  currency  will  bring  down  prices 
and  create  unemployment — a result  predicted  by  Mr. 
M'Kenna  and  now  experienced. 

What,  then,  is  the  cure  ? Regular  alternations  be- 
tween inflation  and  deflation  produces  instability. 
Not  only  are  inflation  and  deflation  both  bad,  but  any 
attempt  to  escape  from  the  one  into  the  other  is  equally 
bad. 

If  the  truth  is  to  be  told,  even  Mr.  M'Kenna  has  no 
remedy  when  it  comes  to  telling  us  what  we  are  to  do 
to  be  saved.  The  oracle  is  dumb. 

He  advocates  a policy  of  modifying  the  demand  for 
reparations  made  upon  Germany ; but  goes  on  to  tell 
us  How  Germany  Can  Pay,  in  sugar,  potash,  timber, 
and  other  materials ; and  thus  stultifies  his  whole 
argument.  He  lectures  the  working  man  on  the  evils 
of  restricted  output,  but  while  it  is  perfectly  true  that 
such  restrictions  are  no  cure  for  unemployment,  neither 
would  unemployment  be  cured  if  there  were  no  such 
restrictions ; the  truth  being  that  restrictions  are 
merely  the  fly  on  the  wheel. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  M'Kenna’s  address  ought  to  be 
read  by  every  working  man,  for,  by  a process  of  ex- 
haustion, Mr.  M'Kenna  has  really  proved  that  under 
the  capitalist  system  there *is  no  cure  for  unemployment. 
Mr.  M'Kenna  sees  how  the  evil  is  caused,  but  cannot 
suggest  any  real  remedy,  because  as  a banker,  he  is 
bound  up  with  the  capitalist  system  which,  root  and 
branch,  is,  in  one  way  or  another,  the  cause  of  the 
trouble. 

Unemployment  is  an  inevitable  consequence  of  pro- 
duction for  profit ; and  the  moral  to  be  drawn  is  that 
unemployment  will  never  cease  to  be  a canker  upon  the 
social  system  until  we  substitute  production  for  use. 


ANOTHER  STEP  FORWARD. 

The  “ Co-operative  News  ” emerges  this  week  from 
a new  printing  press,  with  a new  shape.  It  has  changed 
its  shape  five  times  since  1871 ; but  it  has  never  changed 
its  creed. 

The  change  which  this  issue  marks  is  along  the  line 
of  progress.  It  is  simply  a preparation  for  the  future 
aud  for  the  developments  in  co-operative  journalistic 
enterprise  which  the  future  has  in  store.  We  are  often 
tempted  to  belittle  our  Continental  neighbours  and  to 
believe  that  we  have  nothing  to  learn  from  them.  We 
have  a good  deal  to  learn  from  them  in  working-class 
journalism ; for,  by  many  countries  where  neither 
trade  unionism  nor  co-operation  is  so  strong  as  here, 
we  are  badly  beaten  in  the  variety  and  output  of 
working-class  newspapers  and  periodicals. 

The  change  in  the  shape  of  the  '*  Co-operative  News  ” 
is  slight.  The  cause  of  that  change  is  more  important* 
It  means  that  the  co-operators  of  the  country  have  at 
their  disposal  an  up-to-date  printing  press  capable  of 
producing  a daily  paper  as  well  and  as  fast  as  any  press 
used  by  any  newspaper  combine.  That  is  a welcome 
change. 

The  next  change  that  we  want  to  see  is  a change  in 
the  circulation  of  the  “News.”  There  should  be  ten 
copies  sold  for  every  one  that  is  sold  now.  Even  that 
is  on  the  modest  side.  It  would  mean  less  than  one 
copy  for  every  four  co-operators,  and  would  make  no 
provision  for  the  few  millions  of  people  who  are  not 
co-operators,  and  among  whom  missionary  work  has 
to  be  done  on  behalf  of  the  movement.  Ten  times  our 
present  circulation  would  be  about  a million  copies 
per  week.  We  cannot  go  to  press  at  night  and  turn 
out  that  number  before  morning  with  the  present  plant ; 
but  we  want  societies  to  fix  thatnumber  in  their  minds 
as  the  circulation  which  would  be  creditable  to  the 
cooperative  movement,  and  we  want  them  to  work 
towards  that  as  fast  as  they  can.  When  the  strain 
becomes  too  great  for  the  present  machines  we  shall 
be  able  to  add  to  our  equipment,  and  societies  need 
have  no  dread  of  burdening  us  with  excessive  orders 
now. 

We  want  capital  to  carry  our  ideas  to  their  full 
realisation ; but  the  need  for  more  readers  for  the 
“ News  ” is  no  less  pressing.  Somebody,  here  or  there, 
may  complain  at  times  of  something  that  has  appeared 
in  the  “ News  ” somebody  else  may  complain  that  a 
certain  line  has  not  been  taken ; and  yet  others  are 
always  found  who  believe  that  the  “ News”  did  quite 
the  right  thing.  The  whole  influence  of  the  “ News  ” 
is  exercised  for  the  good  of  the  whole  movement ; 
and,  because  it  is  so,  for  the  good  of  the  whole  community, 
I£the  readers  of  the  “ News  ” had  been  ten  times  more 
than  they  were  in  the  past,  the  movement  would  have 
been  in  a much  stronger  position  than  it  is  now,  however 
little  there  is  to  complain  of  when  everything  is 
considered. 

We  take  the  opportunity,  which  our  latest  step  for- 
ward affords,  of  urging  committees  to  push  on  the  co- 
operative publications,  recognising  that  they  are  the 
most  effective  means  of  propaganda  at  their  disposal ; 
and  we  urge  them  to  make  every  effort  to  improve  their 
distributive  resources,  by  the  use  of  messengers,  by 
the  opening  of  literature  and  bookstalls,  and  by  adver- 
tising our  publications  wherever  and  whenever  possible. 
When  things  brighten  a little  we  shall  renew  our  call  for 
capital ; but,  in  the  meantime,  we  want  more  readers, 
and  we  cannot  get  them  without  the  co-operation  of 
committees  throughout  the  country. 


THE  BOND  OF  INTEREST. 


A writer  in  last  week’s  “Nation,”  reflecting  upon 
the  failure  of  the  Church  and  Socialism  to  preserve  the 
world’s  peace,  seemed  to  explain  the  fact  by  stating  that 
“ socialists  in  the  mass  no  more  believe  in  socialism 
than  Christians  believe  in  Christianity.”  He  coquetted 
with  the  view,  previously  expressed  by  Erzberger,  that 
war  might  be  eliminated  if  Germany  and  Britain  took 
shares  in  each  other’s  shipping  concerns.  If  each  held 
a third  of  the  other’s  shipping  shares,  it  was  suggested, 
each  would  “ have  a stake  in  the  other’s  prosperity." 
The  “Nation’s”  contributor  thought  it  possible  that 
peace  might  come  that  way,  but  he  wisely  admitted, 
however,  that  such  a peace  might  well  mean  a peace  of 
strangulation  for  all  but  the  holders  of  this  cosmopolitan 
capital. 

There  is  a better  way,  which  many  readers  of  the 
“ Nation  ” and  many  of  its  contributors  know.  It  is 
in  that  conception  of  mutuality  that  finds  expression 
in  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  and  which  is 
struggling  through  the  ashes  of  war  to  practical  realisa- 
tion. It  arises  from  the  co-operator’s  conviction  that 
an  association  of  living  members  is  “ something  kindlier, 
higher,  holier  ” than  any  association  of  lifeless  capital. 
It  would  be  well  if  human  relationships  were  viewed 
from  the  highly  moral  plane  of  Christianity,  but  most 
people  do  not  so  view  them.  International  socialism 
preaches  fraternity,  and  seeks  to  establish  it  by  pro- 
cesses of  law.  International  co-operation  propagates 
world-wide  brotherhood,  but  it  points  to  its  national 
groups,  and  says  : “ See  what  has  already  been  done.” 
International  co-operation  preaches  the  ideal ; it  points 
to  the  tangible  rewards  that  have  come  to  the  masses 
who  have  taken  shares  in  each  other's  business  ; and 
because,  besides  taking  its  stand  on  the  moral  plane, 
it  does  for  the  masses  what  Erzberger  wanted  capital 
to  do  for  capital,  the  Co-operative  International  remains 
unbroken  by  the  great  war. 
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NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

Tite  secretary  of  tlie  educational  committee  of  the  Dewsbury 
Pioneers’  Society  invites  our  advice  with  regard  to  speakers. 
He  has  fixed  up  a winter  syllabus  of  educational  meetings. 
The  syllabus  has  been  printed,  bills  advertising  speakers  have 
been  printed  and  distributed,  and  two  or  three  days  before  the 
meetings  he  has  received  notes  from  speakers  to  say  they  were 
sorry  they  could  not  be  present.  It  is  dreadfully  disappointing 
to  a secretary  ; but  it  probably  happened  to  the  secretary  who 
fy-st  compiled  a winter  syllabus  for  a literary  society.  Speakers 
do  not  accept  engagements  they  do  not  intend  to  keep ; but 
printing  a winter  syllabus  means  that  some  have  had  to  make 
engagements  a long  time  ahead,  and  may  be  compelled  to  cancel 
their  engagements  by  pressing  business  which  they  could  not 
anticipate.  The  best  advice  we  can  give  to  secretaries  is  to 
search  out  new  talent.  Co-operators  who  are  prominent  and 
busy  in  the  service  of  the  movement  are  asked  to  do  too  much. 
The  movement  cannot  bo  lacking  in  young  men  and  young 
women  who  think  about  co-operation  and  who  would  like  to 
talk  about  it  and  who  can  only  become  speakers  and  propa- 
gandists if  they  get  "their  chance.  They  can  be  found,  and  when 
found,  they  should  be  encouraged.  They  might  bo  utilised 
for  local  educational  meetings,  propagandist  meetings,  and  tea 
parties,  where  thoughtful  addresses  or  rousing  speeches  are 
wanted.  The  secretary  who  discovers  a few  of  these  in  his  own 
district  and  uses  them  will  be  sparing  the  willing  horses, 'stimu- 
lating enthusiasm,  multiplying  the  propagandists  of  the  move- 
ment, and  reducing  his  own  prospects  of  disappointment. 

The  prospect  of  something  approaching  Home  Rule  for  Egypt 
is  very  pleasant  after  the  long  period  of  trouble  with  that  country. 
Egypt,  in  fact,  has  been  like  an  intermittent  volcano  now  in 
violent  eruption,  then  dormant,  as  if  its  troubles  belonged  to 
a forgotten  past,  and  again  in  the  trouble  which  presaged  a fresh 
eruption.  What  is  now  offered  by  the  British  Government  is 
not  ■self-determination.  It  is  the  recognition  of  Egypt’s  right 
to  govern  itself  subject  to  Britain’s  communications  through 
Egypt  to  the  East  being  kept  open  and  safe,  and  to  Britain’s 
being  recognised  as  the  paramount  foreign  power  in  dealings 
with  Egypt.  The  latter  is  in  conflict  with  “ self-determination  ” ; 
but  self-determination  is  no  longer  admitted,  and  there  are  hopes 
that  Egypt  may  aecept  the  compromise.  It  will  improve  the 


situation  even  if  it  does  not  give  the  Egyptian  nationalists  all 
they  have  asked  for.  When,  we  wonder,  will  we  have  a peace 
pact  with  India  ? 

The  issuo  of  the  “Co-operative  News”  for  Saturday  last 
contained  an  editorial  suggestion  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
hold  a conference  of  representatives  of  the  central  co-operative 
organisations  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  to  devise  a 
modus  operandi  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  participants. 
The  “ Irish  Homestead,”  of  the  samo  date,  expressed  a desire 
for  the  “ best  relationship  between  the  C.W.S.  and  the  Irish 
co-operative  movement,”  and  suggested  that  the  Kerry  farmers, 
who  are  thinking  of  establishing  a co-operative  bacon  factoi-y, 
should  discuss  tho  possible  purchase  of  the  Tralee  factory  with 
the  C.W.S.  before  taking  further  steps.  The  writer  of  the 
editorial  notes  in  the  “ Homestead  ” paid  every  due  tribute  to 
the  C.W.S.  for  having  behaved  well  in  Ireland.  It  is  probabty 
the  largest  single  buyer  of  Irish  agricultural  products ; and, 
for  it,  he  confessed  “ the  greatest  respect.”  With  the  old  political 
trouble  out  of  the  way  there  is  almost  certain  to  be  a hustle 
in  industrial  and  agricultural  development,  and  the  farmers — 
who,  on  the  whole,  are  small  working  fanners — will  be  more  and 
more  disposed  to  own  co-operatively  the  factories  in  which  their 
pigs  are  converted  into  bacon  just  as  they  own  the  creameries 
in  which  their  milk  is  converted  into  butter  and  cheese.  The 
possibilities  which  confront  the  C.W.S.  in  Tralee  will  probably 
confront  tho  S.C-W.S.  in  Enniskillen  and,  it  may  be,  the  United 
Baking  Society  in  Belfast  and  Enniskillen.  We  hope  that  the 
.round-table  conference  may  be  speedily  arranged,  and  that 
from  it  there  may  emerge  an  understanding  which  will  forge 
a bond  of  mutual  interest  between  all  concerned. 

In  last  week’s  issue  of  the  “ News  ” we  published  an  adver- 
tisement from  a co-operative  society  which  required  a clerk  to 
assist  the  secretary  and  prepare  accounts  for  audit,  the  com- 
mencing salary  offered  being  30s.  per  yjjeek.  Since  then  we  have 
received  a number  of  letters  on  the  subject.  The  writers,  with- 
out exception,  express  resentment  at  a co-operative  society 
offering  such  terms  for  such  a post ; and  some  maters  have 
even  protested  against  our  acceptance  of  the  advertisement 
for  publication.  Needless  to  say,  we  arc  not  responsible  for  the 
wages  offered.  We  frequently  refuse  advertisements,  but  they 
are  not,  as  a rule,  advertisements  from  co-operative*  societies, 
and  we  are  not  satisfied  that  we  ought  to  refuse  advertisements 
from  co-operative  societies  because  of  such  objections  as  arc 


raised  to  that  now  referred  to.  If  a society  is  doing  the  right 
thing,  it  is  right  that  the  movement  should  know  of  it.  If  a 
society  is  doing  the  wrong  thing,  it  is  also  right  that  the  move- 
ment should  know  of  it.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  “ Observer  ” predicts  that  no  party  will  have  an  inde- 
pendent majority  in  the  next  Parliament,  and  estimates  Labour 
seats  at  200  or .230;  Mr.  Robert  Donald  gives  Labour  between 
100  and  140  seats ; the  “ Morning  Post  ” anticipates  an  anti- 
Coalition  landslide ; and  the  “ New  Statesman  ” predicts  a 
heavy  Coalition  defeat.  The  party  whips  are  apparently  at 
sixes  and  sevens,  and  one  writer  suggests  that  the  extent  of  tho 
landslide  will  depend  upon  the  number  of  anti-Coalition  can- 
didates that  can  bo  put  ip  tho  field.  We  like  the  activity  that 
is  manifest,  because  it  is  more  healthy  than  the  wait-for-thc- 
coupon  spirit  that  prevailed  in  1918.  It  would  almost  seem 
as  if  the  barometer  is  giving  warning  of  a political  storm  that 
may  burst  very  suddenly.  Parliament  is  to  opeu  on  Tuesday, 
and  the  intentions  of  the  Government  may  reveal  themselves 
in  the  King’s  Speech  ; but  there  seems  at  the  moment  to  be  an 
expectation  that  the  Government  may,  after  all,  go  to  the 
country  before  its  Budget  intentions  are  disclosed. 

It  is  strange  that  our  legislators  always  want  to  economise 
on  essential  services,  such  as  education  and  public  health,  whilst 
schemes  for  the  protection  of  big  business  enterprises  in  other 
countries,  which  make  a tremendous  drain  on  the  public  purse, 
go  free.  The  Geddes  economy  cuts  include  the  leluction  of 
teachers’  salaries,  and  the  increase  of  classes  to  sixty.  The  first 
proposal  will  rouse  the  teachers  to  make  strong  p.otests  and 
probab’y  take  strike  action,  because  the  Burnhcm  scale,  which 
has  not  yet  come  completely  into  operation  owing  to  the  three 
years’  “ carry  over  ” arrangement,  was  awarded  and  accepted 
on  the  condition  that  th?re  should  be  no  strikes  until  1924.  If 
the  teachers  loyally  carry  out  then-  part  of  the  bargain,  the 
Government  should  support  the  awards  of  the  Burnham  Com- 
mittee, particularly  as  the  chief  reason  for  giving  the  advance 
was  because  there  was  a shortage  of  teachers  owing  to  the  poor 
pay.  The  proposal  to  make  classes  of  sixty  children  is  one  which 
working  people  should  protest  against  very  strongly,  because  it 
is  their  children  who  will  suffer.  This  has  been  emphasised  at 
Co-operative  Congresses  year  after  year.  The  increase  to  classes 
of  sixty;  children  means,  it  is  computed,  that  43,000  teacheis  will 
be  on  the  unemployed  list. 


SHORT  STUDY 
OF  TO-DAY. 


SILHOUETTES.  T.  THob£,pson 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


Street  after  street  of  unrelieved  monotony. 
Broken  and  dirty  windows  stuffed  with  rags. 
Pestilential  middens.  Huge  mill  chimneys 
vomiting  heavy  clouds  of  sulphurous  smoke 
which  hang  like  a pall  over  a nest  of  filthy 
slums.  The  clatter  of  looms  and  the  thunder- 
ing beats  of  a monstrous  engine.  Pale  and 
stunted  operatives  breathing  in  the  fluff  of 
raw  cotton,  the  dust  of  “ China  Clay,”  and 
the  smell  of  rancid  oil.  The  pulleys  and 
shafting  slow  down  gradually,  and  tired  men 
and  women  prepare  to  go  to  their  homes. 

Half -fed  men  stand  aimlessly  on  the  edge 
of  the  footpath.  A wandering  flute  player 
is  soliciting  alms  with  the  aid  of  his  limited 
repertoire — ope  single  bar  of  music,  repeated 
with  maddening  reiteration.  He  looks 
ravenously  at  the  steaming  windows  of  the 
coffee-house.  The  biting  winds  nip  a false 
glow  of  health  upon  his  pinched  face.  Three 
more  faint  notes,  and  the  music  ends  in  a 
significant  paroxysm  of  violent  coughing. 
He  moves- on  to  his  next  pitch — the  advance 
agent  of  a pitiless  disease. 

In  a hillside  hospital  a pierrot  troupe  dance 
and  6in{f  before  an  audience  whose  mirth 
makes  them  forget  for  the  moment  the  spectre 
which  stalks  them  unrelentingly.  Tho  win- 
dows and  doom  are  wide  open,  and  at  intervals 
the  snow  drifts  like  sea  spray  into  the  room. 
Some  of  tho  women  wear  heavy  coats,  but 
the  men  have  bared  their  chests.  Death  has 
beckoned  them  in  different  ways,  and  from 
different  places.  Here  are  soldiers  stricken 
at  the  war,  mill  workers,  stonemasons  whose 
lungs  are  lacerated  with  abrasive  dust,  a 
pretty  girl  from  behind  the  counter  of  a great 
Manchester  shop,  husbandless  women,  pulled 
down  in  providing  for  their  children.  Others 
stagger  under  tho  curse  attached  to  the  sins 
of  their  fathers.  Who  knows  but  that  the 
wandering  flute  player,  like  a malevolent  Pied 
Piper,  has  lured  his  quota  into  the  Hall  of 
Doom  ? 

The  comedian  tosses  his  white  hat  into  the 
air,  and  catches  it  adroitly  upon  his  head. 
His  mouth  expands  into  a grotesque  grin.  An 
answering  smile  straightens  out  drooping 
comers  of  anaemic  lips.  He  bows,  and  breaks 
out  into  an  absurd  ditty.  It  is  interesting 
to  watch  the  patients  as  they  try  to  follow 
the  ridiculous  chorus  : — 

Our’s  is  a mice  ’ouso,  ours  is. 

What  a nico  little  ’ouse,  ours  is 
The  rool’s  on  the  ton 
Of  -the  pretty  little  snack, 

The  front’s  at  tlie  front, 

And  the  back’s  at  tho  back, 

*°d  in  such  wise.  There  is  much  applause. 


Then  a little  child  of  ten  years  stands  upon  a 
chair  and  sings  with  exquisite  voice  a simple 
lullaby.  The  younger  listeners  are  enraptured 

but  there  are  team  in  the  eyes  of  those  to 
whom  the  vision  of  the  tiny  white-f rocked 
singer  has  stirred  up  memories — and  hideous 
forebodings.  The  funny  man  senses  the 
tragedy,  and  hurriedly  supplies  the  antidote — 

Oh!  it’s  a windy  might,  to-night,  to-night, 
Tho  grey-haired  old  man  in  the  corner  bed 
of  the  adjoining  ward  looks  on  as  through  a 
glass,  darkly.  He  smiles  patiently,  as  one 
reconciled  to  awaiting  a not  unwelcome  call. 

Out  in  the  garden  the  snow  is  piled  knee- 
deep.  There  is  a saturated  mist,  whioh 
breaks  and  curls  in  the  breeze  like  a deploying 
section  of  ghostly  scouts.  Near  the  glistening 
clump  of  jewelled  trees  are  five  or  six  wooden 
huts,  with  front  entirely  open  to  the  chilly 
air,  and  back  to  the  clammy  touch  of  a thaw- 
ing wind.  There  is  a bed  in  each  hut,  and 
flickering  candles  show-  vaguely  the  features 
of  the  occupants.  The  pierrots,  now  ordinarily 
olad,  stumble  laughingly  through  the  drifts, 
on  their  way  to  the  gate.  The  winds  sweep 
up  the  swirling  mists  into  weird  shapes. 
Inside,  a nurse  moves  to  close  tho  piano,  and 
thoughtlessly  runs  her  fingers  over  the  keys. 
. » « Outside — it  sounds  uncannily  like 
the  mutilated  lay  of  the  wandering  flute  player. 


“You  may  be  anything  you  like  - but  if 
you  vote  for  Labour  or  Go-operation  you 
are  going  to  be  called  ‘Bolshevists.’” — 
Mr.  Arthur  Ponsonby,  ex-M.P..  supporting 
Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander. 


You  miss  a good  deal  in  life  if  you  don’t 
read  the  “ Millgafce  Monthly,”  which  is 
your  own  publication  don’t  forgot. 


“ Oo-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Richard  Bucknole,  of  Washington, 
Nebraska,  who  sent  on  the  particulars  of  tlie 
Nebraska  Co-operative  Law  recently  pub- 
lished in  the  “ News  ” is  an  enthusiast.  He 
semds  us  on  a year’s  subscription  for  the 
“ News  ” ; a year’s  subscription  for  a friend, 
and  a remittance  for  a copy  of  “ The  People’s 
Year  Book.”  After  reading  his  “News” 
he  send©  it  on  to  the  State  University,  where 
one  of  the  professors  files  it  for  reference. 
I wish  cc-operators  would  see  the  “ News  ” 
and  the  “Millgate  and  tlie  “Outlook” 
and  tlie  “ Circle  ” put  in  all  their  public 
libraries  for  the  enlightenment  of  those  who 
are  mot  yet  -of  the  co-operative  faith. 

We  rarely  have  co-operators,  or  ex-co- 
operators,  who  die  millionaires.  Mr. 
Walter  Morrison,  to  whose  activities ' on 
behalf  of  the  movement  reference  has  been 
mads  in  tlie  “ News  ” since  bis  den tliy  lias 
left  an  estate  which  lias  been  sworn  at  two 
millions,  although  during  his  lifetime  ho 
gave  over  a quarter  of  a million  for  educa- 
tional and  diaritable  purposes.  'Die  estate 
and  legaoy  duty  amounts  to  £S50,000,J  and 
Mr.  Morrison  made  generous  provision  for 
all  his  employees  and  those  associated  with 
his  interests. 

♦ ♦ * 

The  Very  Rev.  Dean  Fry,  D.D.,  who  is 
making  a special  appeal  for  funds  to  secure 
the  fabric  of  Linooln  Cathedral  (in  which  .Mr. 
D.  M'Innes  is  also  greatly  interested)  is  an 
earnest  co-operator,  and  when  lie  was  the 
headmaster  of  Berkhamsted  School  often 
helped  the  local  society  by  taking  the  chair 
at  their  meetings  and  giving  warm  commen- 
datory addresses.  Sometime  he  went  further 
afield.  Once  he  heard  the  Stratford  Co- 
operative Choir  sing  at  the  Leyton  Town 


Hall  during  the  presidency  of  Mr.  A.  W. 
Golightly,  and  gave  a silver  challenge  medal 
for  annual  competition  among  the  co-opera- 
tive singers  of  that  part  of  the  Metropolis. 
Dean  Fry  always  lmd  tlie  courage  of  his 
beliefs  both  in  the  theological  and  the 
economic  sense.  Now  he  lias  faith  in 
architectural  greatness. 

One  of  the  delegates  to  tho  Reception  Com- 
mittee’s meeting  at  Brighton  on  Saturday  noted 
that  Eastern  Lodge,  where  tho  late  Mr.  G.  J. 
Holyoake  resided  for  many  years,  is  in  the 
market.  Neither  in  size  nor  situation  is  the 
residence  suitable  for  a co-operative  institution, 
so  that  it  is  not  likely  to  be  purchased  as  a 
memorial  of  the  great  pioneer’s  work. 

There  should  be  some  joint  memorial  to  the 
work  of  Dr.  King  and  Mr.'  Holyoake  in  the 
town.  Possibly  this  might  be  considered  when 
the  Brighton  Society  remodels  its  central  store. 
A project  for  securing  some  permanent  recog- 
nition of  these  two  leading  co-operative  mis- 
sionaries would  doubtless  receive  the  support 
of  the  whole  movement. 

A coon  story  reaches  me  of  Mr.  T.  Red- 
fearn,  the  veteran  co-operator  of  Heekmond- 
wike,  and  secretary  of  the  Hecknianclwike 
Manufacturing  Company.  The  company  is 
presenting  him  with  a life-size  portrait  of 
himself,  and  when  he  visited  the  eminent 
artist  to  whom  tlie  commission  has  been 
trusted,  lie  was  asked,  1 ‘ How  do  you  hold 
y our  hands  when  you  are  talking,  Mr.  Red- 
fenrn?”  “It  depends  ©n>  what  the  last 
sroaker  lias  said,”  was  Mr.  Redfearn’s 
characteristic  reply. 


ANOTHER  LINK  SEVERED. 

Another  link  of  the  past  was  severed  a 
few  days  ago  by  the  death  of  Mrs.  Briggs, 
daughter  of  James  Manock,  one  of  tlie 
twenty-eight  original  members  of  the  Roch- 
dale Pioneers’  Society.  Mrs.  Briggs  wae  the 
mother  of  Professor  Hall’s  wife.  She  was 
seventy-nine  years  of  age,  and  was  born  the 
year  before  Rochdale  made  its  big  experi- 
ment. She  retained  interesting  recollections 
of  the  old  oo-o pe raters  ooming  to  her 
father’s  house  to  hear  a collectively  pur- 
chased newspaper  read  for  their  common 
benefit.  She  aTSo  remembered  the  old  night 
school  started  by  the  Pioneers’  Society  which 
a number  of  the  members  of  the  society 
attended  to  make  good  their  admitted  short- 
comings, and  she  was  one  of  the  first  enrolled 
in  the  co-operative  sick  and  funeral  benefit 
society. 

The  burial  took  place  at  St.  Clement’s 
Churchyard,  Rochdale,  and  among  those  who 
attended  was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Aeh- 
wortli,  the  youngest  of  the  Pioneers,  who 
worked  for  three  months  without  wages  at 
Toad-lane,  and  ultimately  became  a C.W.S. 
buyer. 
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A SWANSEA 

REVIVAL.  - 

OLD  TRADE  RIVALRY 

METHODS. 

CO-OPERATORS  WATCH 

THE  FARCE. 

[By  Oub  Special  Commissioner.] 

iV  

/ The  much  boomed  bread  war  in  Swansea  is 
of  interest  chiefly  as  a sidelight  upon  com- 
petitive methods.  It  is  welcome  from  that 
point  of  view,  because  we  had  grown  so  accus- 
tomed to  big  business,  the  trade  combine,  and 
the  multiple  shop  that  we  had  almost  forgotten 
the  diversions  that  trade  rivalry  used  to  bring 
to  some  neighbourhoods — diversion  about  a3 
dead  now  ns  the  old-time  election  fight. 
Swansea  bakers  remind  me  of  the  rival  butchers 
a well-known  Wholesale  director  used  to  tell  his 
audiences  about.  Each  tried  to  cut  the  other  s 
financial  throat,  so  when  Killem  advertised 
his  best  sausages  at  Is.,  Skinnem  advertised 
his  at  lOd.  Skinnem's  poster  read— “ Our 
sausages,  lOd.  Don’t  be  robbed.”  Killem’s 
poster  retort  was— ‘ Our  Sausages  Is.  Don’t 
be  poisoned.”  Skinnem  replied  with— “ Our 
sausages,  lOd.  We  supply  the  King.” 
Killem  closed  the  round  with— “ Our  sausages, 

Is.  Clod  Save  the  King.” 

The  Master  Bakers  at  Swansea  discovered 
'that  the  loaf  could,  not  be  sold  for  less  than 
' lOd.,  and  decided  not  to  sell  at  a price,  that 
was  impossible.  Jones,  the  caterer^  knew 
one' better,  and  ca'nie  down  to  8cL  just  to  let 
lire  people  see.”  !hc  Master  Bakers  satisfied 
the  loaf  could  not  be  sold  fov  lessi  than 
lDl,  proceeded  to  occupy  a depot- and  sell 
loAves  for  Gd.  for  the  noble  purpose  8f  putting 
ic  over  Jones. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  effect  a settle- 
» merit.  That  is,  a conference  has  been  held 
\ to  decide  whether  it  is  possibly  for  the  Master 
il  "ci’.tors  to  sciUorSd.  the  loaf  it  was  impossible 
' to  sell  for  less  than  lOd,  until  it  occurred  to 
i \iir.n  to  sell  it  for  6d.  As  I write,  the  Master 
L.kcrg  have  no.t.fcecn  able  to  agree  to  sell  for 
f than  Oil.  The  greatest  puzzle  before  them 
l rt  to  explain  why"  they  have  kept  the  price 

to  lOd. 

V Such  conflicts ' prove  nothing  except  that 
/-*'  ihese  bakers  (ovc  one  another,  and  that 
% Master  Bakers’  •_  Associations  make,  a bold 
ft  effort  to  come  out’  right  on*  their  balance  sheet 
f <n  1 io  make  it  hot  for  anybody  who  lowers 
h ..heir  margin.  . ... 

The  war  period-  is  rich  in  records  of,  defeats 
i Master  Bakers'  Associations  by  the  co- 
if operative  societies  in  England.  Itehthd.  Scot- 
%■  end  \Vi!  v : and  I am  glad  16 ‘sea  that. 

\ vliile  the  fight  has  been  going  on  between  the 
jfihvaasca  bakers  to  bridge  over  the  difference 
? , etween  the  lOd.  loaf  and  thcSd.  loaf,  Swansea 
^■Jo-operative  Society  has  been  out  of  the  fray, 
f and  has  been  selling  the  loaf  for  9d.? — a penny 

V hclm.v  the  absolute  rock  bottom  ofnpoisibility 
:•  ir.  the  Master  I'.akcrs'  estimates. 

I Whether  the  Jones’  firm  can  sell  j the  loaf 
Ct  profitably  at-Bdi,  J cannot  say  ; bu^  (Swansea 
l'  co-operators  'have  been  able  to  get’ their  loaf 
v at  the  penny  below  the  federation  price,  and 
i they  have  taken  no  risks  whatever  Jones,  has 
done.  Bohider?,  Swansea  ro-ope raters  may 
get  a dividend1  which  would  bring. tlie,  a<  tual 
pii  e down  tO  8*]cl. 

The  methods  adopted  by  the,  Masters’ 
Association  to  fight  Jones  arc  methods  that 
are  not  infrequently  adopted  by  manu- 
facturers to  fight  the  Wholesale  Sopieticsand 
bv  multiple  firms  to  fight  the  distributive 
societies.  There  are  cases  on  record  in  which 
the  co-operative  societies  have  been  offered 
goods  at  prices  below  the  Wholesale  prices 
simply  to  wean  the  societies  from  the  Whole- 
sale ; and  there  are  cases  on  record,  too,  in 
which  the  manufacturers  have  offered  their 
goods  to  the  co-operative  stores  at  lower 
prices  thau  those  quoted  to  private  traders — 
not  because  they  preferred  the  co-operative 
stores  but  because  they  disliked  the  co-opera- 
tive productive  factories  that  were  making 
goods  they  were  trying  to  sell. 

Tricks  of  that  kind  are  common  to  the  com- 
petitive business.  They  make  for  instability  ; 
but  they  are  begotten  of  the  competitive 
system.  The  co-operative  movemeTit  ought 
to  lead  in  the  prices  of  essentials.  ' It  can  lead, 
all  tilings  being  equal.  A healthy  interest 
in  our  societies  is  a guarantee  of  efficiency, 
and  where  that  exists  the  members  may  bo 
confident  that  they  axe  getting  their  goods 
at  the  best  possible  terms  after  the  legitimate 
charges  have  been  met. 

“The  ‘Mitigate’  has  nlways  been  dear 
to  me  as  a magazine  which  6tood  for  the 
best  in  literature  to-day.’’ — A Stockport 
reader. 


The  replies  evoked  by  Professor  Hall’s 
recent  contribution,  in  which  he  called 
attention  to  the  danger  of  suspending 
depreciation,  and  utilising  part  of  the 
depreciation  fund  or  reserve  funds  to 
pay  dividends,  have  been  interesting. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  print  them 
all  because  of  space  limitations.  Some  of 
them  would  have  taken  nearly  a couple  of 
columns,  and  so  we  have  been  compelled  to 
select  the  principal  points  from  each  and 
summarise  them,  so  that  all  may  have  a 
voice  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject  raised. 

The  Warning. 

Robert  Vernon  (London)  regards  Pro- 
fessor Hall’s  warning  as  well-timed,  and  de- 
scribes tampering  with  reserve  or  deprecia- 
tion funds  as  “criminal  folly,”  the  tempta- 
tion to  which  is  “ the  result  of  pursuing  the 
•Jiiiirtaken  policy  of  disposing  of  practically 
the  whole  of  the  available  surplus  at  each 
accounting  period  as  dividend  to  members 
on  purchases,  paying,  say,  an  eighteen- 
penny  dividend  when  a shilling  should  never 
have  been  exceeded.  Had  surpluses  been 
allocated,  say,  as  to  two-tliirds  in  form  of 
dividend  to  the  individual  member,  and  as  to 
one-third  placed  to  reserve  for  the  members 
(real  collective  capital),  a very  different  con- 
dition of  affairs  would  uow  be  the  experience 
of  many  of  our  societies.  Committees  could 
view  with  equanimity  withdrawals  of  mem- 
bers' capital  rendered  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difficult  times  through  whioh 
we  are  passing;  and  not  only  this,  hut  the 
interest  a;cc ruing  from  reserve  funds  of, 
say,  £50 ! 000  to  £100,000,  which  many  of  our 
societies  ought  to,  and  could  have  had,  in- 
stead of  the  miserable  amounts  some  havo 
got,  would  have  stiffened'  lip  the  current 
balance  for  disposal  very  jnaterially.  The 
big  joint-stock  banks  are  just  issuing  their 
annual  balance  sheets.  The  reserve  fund 
of,  oue  of  the  largest  of  them  equals  the 
shareholders’  capital.  Apparently  we  have 
yet  to  learn  what  adequate  reserves  mean. 
Worse  still,  some  would  fritter  away  the 
trifle  we  have  got,  and  then  we’  chatter 
about  replacing  the  competitive  system.” 

What  is  Surplus? 

“A  Co-operative  Secretary” — and  the 
secretary  of  a tolerably  large  society  at  that 
— has  only  one  complaint  to  make  of  Pro- 
fessor Hall’s  article,  and  that  is  that  “ it 
does  not  distribute  the  onus  equitably,” 
because  for  an  official  to  write  something 
that  would  reflect  on  his  committee  might 
mean  condemnation  by  that  committee,  and 
for  that  official  it  might  mean  what  he 
bluntly  terms  “ the  push.”  A secretary  or 
manager  “ may  agree  that  it  spells  disaster 
it)  holster  up  assets  in  a manner  contrary 
and'  opposite  to  the  principles  ■ of  good, 
soundy -And  healthy  bookkeeping,”  but 
“ more1  often  than  not  ” they  cannot  get 
the  committee  to  agree  with  them. 

He  contends  that  there  is  no  sound  argu- 
ment that  can  be  put  forward  by  any  society 
which  Suspends  depreciation'  allowances,  and 
it  is  ” a"  violation  of  a system  that  has 
hitherto  spelt  success  for  our  stability.” 
The. sa pie  strictures  he  applies  to  drawing 
from  reserve  funds  and  to  the  .re-valuation 
ol  property.  He  gees  further,  and.  declares 
that  re-y.aluation  “is  unsafe,. decreases  sta- 
bility. and  creates  an  asset  which  does  not 
exist.’’  He  suggests  ^hat  auditors  ought  to 
report  to  the  "members  upon  stocks,  invest- 
ments, depreciations,  and  reserves  categoric- 
' ally  He  puts.it  that  " if  a society  makes 
losses  which  at  the  end  of  the  half-year  are 
found  to  exceed  its  undivided  profits  (i.e., 
reserve  funds),  the  excess  is  a loss  of  capital 
that  need  not  be  made  good  before  subse- 
quent profits  are  divided,  and,  per  contra,  if 
divisible  profits  be  reserved,  instead  of  being 
divided,  and  subsequently  losses  are  sus- 
taineih,  there  losses  must  be  charged  in  the 
first  instance  against  the  profits  for  the 
year,  secondly,  against  undivided  profits  in 
land.  and.  lastly,  against  capital;  so  that 
profits  which,  when  reserved,  were  legally 
divisible,  may  subsequently  become  not 
available  for  distribution  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  losses  have  since  been  sustained 
which  have  caused  such  reserve  profits  no 
longer  to  exist.  Surplus, ’£  lie  maintains, 
“ is  the  excess  of  revenue  receipts  over  ex- 
penses, properly  chargeable  to  revenue 
account”;  and  depreciation  is  one  of  the 
most  important  items  so  chargeable. 

Justified  by  Circumstances. 

Mr.  Allan  Hynd  (secretary  of  the  Fails- 
wortli  Society)  is  Professor  Hall’s  most 
vigorous  critic,  and  he  confesses  himself 
unable  to  accept  any  of  tbe  opinions  he  lias 
given  on  this  subject,  os  they  are  not  in 
accord  with  his  own  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence. His  chief  point  is  that  the  movement 
is  not  making  the  progress  in  trade  that  it 
did  in  pre-war  years,  and  is  not  maintaining 
its  hold  on  its  members,  and  there  is  no 
useful  purpose  in  trying  to  hide  the  fact 
that  the  private  trader  has  obtained  a part 
of  the  trade  we  ought  to  have.  He  gives 


Professor  Hall  credit  for  hitting  the  nail  on 
the  head  with  referenoo  to  the  complaints  of 
members  about  co-operative  prices  in  com- 
parison with  prices  in  the  private  trade. 
He  takes  it  that  the  writing  up  of  the  value 
of  buildings  is  “ merely  used  as  a dummy 
argument  by  Professor  Hall.”  On  the  ques- 
tion of  suspension  of  depreciation  charges, 
ho  takes  the  case  of  a society  with  buildings 
whioh  originally  cost  £50,000,  which  have 
been  maintained  and  repaired  out  of  current 
account.  They  now  stand  at  £20,000 : 5 per 
cent,  depreciation  charges  would  be  £l,000. 
He  wants  Professor  Hall  to  explain  why  the 
oommittee  should  tax  their  members  with 
this  £i,000,  and  probably  drive  many  into 
private  simps,  or  why  the  society  should 
starve  its  membership  in  order  to  save  an- 
other £1;000  that  those  who  may  live  in 
htppier  tunes  may  reap  the  benefit.  On  the 
use  of  part  of  the  depreciation  fund  to  de- 
crease prioes  or  pay  dividend,  ihe  asks  what 
objection  there  is  to  the  use  of  some  of  the 
reserves  it  has  created  in  the  past.  “ To 
lose  trade  is  to  lose  everything,  and  any 
society  would  be.  justified  in  using  its  re- 
serves to  maintain  the  confidence  of  its 
members.”  He  cites  the  case  of  two  large 
joint-stock  conoerns  whioh  added  large  re- 
serves to  their  profits  to  maintain  their  rate 
of  dividend.  He  argues  that  dividend  paid 
dees  not  take  wings,  and  refers  Professor 
Hall  to  his  own  previous  teaching  that  capi- 
tal is  mainly  derived  from  dividends. 

Some  Pertinent  Questions. 

“ Curioso  ” (Leicester)  writes  in  general 
agreement  with  Professor  Hall’s  recognition 
of  the  danger  involved,  but  he  puts  the 
case:  “ What  about  a society  which  has  de- 
preciated in  accordance  with  rules,  but 
which  has  frequently,  when  times  were  bet- 
ter, made  special  depreciation  rather  than 
increase  the  dividend.  Why  should  not  that 
society  use  some  of  that  exoess  allowed  in 
the  past  to  meet  the  present  difficulties  in 
maintaining  dividend  when  members  are  -in 
need  ?” 

“ J.  W.”  (Manchester)  points  out  that  in 
Manchester,  when  the  price  of  buildings 
went  up,  the  City  Council  re-valued  the  city, 
and  rates  are  now  paid  on,  the  higher  assess- 
ments. In  view  of  this,  lie  asks, -are  co- 
operative societies  that  have  been  generous 
in  depreciation  not  entitled  to  re-value  their 
buildings  on  this  authority,  and  utilise  the 
added  assets  for  dividend  purposes? 

“ Ajax  ” (Cardiff)  takes  the  view  that  de- 
preciation is  a reserve,  that  the  reserves  aro 
the  property  of  the  society,  and  that  the 
society  is  entitled  to  use  its  property,  with 
the  consent  bf  the  members,  for  the  good  of 
the  members. 

“ Govanhill  ” (Glasgow)  shares  Professor 
Hall’s  views  as  to  the  undesirability  of  using 
these  resources  to  make  dividends  good, 
but : “ Suppose  the  absence  of  dividend,  or 
a big  decrease  in  dividend,  led  to  a serious 
falling-off  in  a society’s  trade,  would  it  not 
bo  expedient  or  lawful  to  maintain  the  trade 
even  if  it  meant,  doing  what  the  societies 
would  never  think  of  doing  if  things  were 
normal?” 

“ Committeeman  ” (Edinburgh)  explains 
that  many  co-operators  rely  upon  dividend 
for  quarterly  or  half-yearly  rents,  and  he 
submits  that  it  is  quite  in  order,  when  the 
dividend  is  down,  for  a society  to  consider 
the  members  in  that  respect  by  drawing 
upon  the  reserve  fund  in  an  emergency. 


Why  bother  with  imitations — 
whioh  always  benefit  the  seller 
and  v ever  you — when  you  can 
get  the  original  and  best 

Nestle’s  Milk 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

English  or  Swiss 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

whioh  is  MILK  : Whole  milk 
and  nothing  lint  milk,  three 
times  as  rich  in  cream  as  ordi- 
nary milk,  and  much-  richer 
than  any  “ Evaporated  Milk.” 

Resolutely  refuse  just-as-goods— 
tfjere  are  none,  whatever  tdeir  price. 

NESTLE'S.  6-8,  Eastchsap.  E.C.  3. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF. 


It  is  with  regret  that  we  announce  the 
death  of  Mr.  Owen  Balmforth,  an  old  and 
highly  esteemed  eo-operator  resident  at 
Huddersfield.  The  sad  event  took  place  on 
Monday.  When  the  Congress  met  at  Hud- 
dersfield in  1895  he  opened  the  <exliibition. 

An  example  worth  following  is  provided 
by  the  Lincoln  District  Conference  Asso- 
ciation. At  the  next  meeting  the  delegates 
will  discuss  two  articles  which  appealed  in 
a recent  issue  of  the  “News” — “Enter-  . 
prise  v.  Resignation”  and  “Time  to  Call 
a Halt.” 

One  of  the  most  successful  societies  in 
the  South-West  ilias  a special  display  board 
upon  which  a fresh  list  of  attractive  lines 
in  goods  is  shown  each  day.  On  Fridays 
the  olaims  of  the  “Co-operative  News 
take  up  the  whole  of  the  space. 

In  a recent  window-dressing  competition, 
held  by  the  “Skipper  Sardine”  firm  (open 
to  Great  Britain)  the  central  grocery  de- 
partment of  the  Dunfermline  Society  was 
placed  fifth  in  the  list  of  prize-winners,  the 
prize  being  a massive  15-jewelled  iovec 
watch. 

Norman  Anoell,  the  much-discussed 
author  of  “ The  Great  Illusion,”  is  to  bo 
the  chief  speaker  at  tlio  educational 
meeting  at  Brighton  on  Congress  Tuesday 
evening.  His  subject  is  to  be  : “ Co-openi- 
tive  Education  and  the  New  Social 
Conscience.” 

Gloucester  co-operators  objected  to  the 
local  Co-operative  Party  working  with  the 
Labour  Party  during  recent  elections.  By 
a large  majority  they  liavo  now  decided  to 
discontinue  the  Gloucester  Co-operutive 
Party,  and  to  rescind  resolutions  relutiug 
to  payments  to  the  national  party. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  Co-operative  can- 
didate for  the  Hillsborough  Division,  on 
Saturday  presided  at  an  overflow  conference 
at  Sheffield  in  connection  with  the  “ Daily 
Herald’6  ” publicity  campaign.  He  was  a 
whole-hearted  supporter  of  the  idea  that 
there  should  be  a oo-operative  daily,  he 
said,  but  at  present  the  movement  was  not 
ready  for  that  project.  In  tile  meantime  it 
seemed  to  be  goad  business  to  take  adv;ui- 
tage  of  the  “ Daily  Herald,”  die  only  work- 
ing-class daily  paper  before  the  public. 

M.  Albert  Thomas,  one  of  the  French 
members  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
International  Co-cperaLive  Alliance,  visited 
Mr.  Lloyd  George  in  London  last  week-end. 

M.  Krasstn,  one  of  the  Russian  members 
of  the  same  committee,  has  beeu  appointed 
one  of  tlie  Soviet  Government’s  delegates 
to  the  All-Europe  Economic  Conference  at 
Genoa,  which  Lenin  is  also  to  attend. 

A Coalition  Government  seems  inevi- 
table in  Austria.  Its  formation  will  pro- 
bably mean  the  return  to  the  Ministry  of 
Dr.  Renner,  the  well-known  co-operator 
and  iovixmr  Chancellor,  who,  as  a Social 
Democrat  lias  been  in  Opposition  for  some 
time. 

A list  o.f  bread  prices  in  a score  of  the 
chief  towns  in  Great  Britain  shows  Swin- 
don Co-operative  Society  leading  in  cheap- 
ness with  the  loaf  at  7$d. 


RETAIL  PRICES. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir,— Councillor  A.  W.  Salter  says 
blankets  can  be  bought  at  18s.  4d.  per  pair, 
similar  to  those  sold  at  25s.  6d.  per  pair 
bv  the  societies.  I challenge  Councillor 
Salter  to  prove  his  statement.  If  his  con- 
ception of  quality 'is  measured  by  size  and 
weight  I give  in.  Perhaps  they  were  wet 
blankets  at  18s.  4d. ; let  him  or  his  experts 
in  the  trade  prove  that  they  contain  the 
same  amount  of  wool  as  the  25s.  6d. 
blankets.  I spent  several  years  in  a blanket 
manufactory,  and  so  know  what  I am  talk- 
ing about.  Poor-law  guardians  usually  go 
to  the  cheapest  market  irrespective  of 
quality.  I may  add  that  I could  buy 
blankets  at  much  less  price  even  than 
18s  4d.  But  what  about  the  quality?— 
Yours  truly,  Albert  Harrison. 

Balfour-road,  Bentley,  Doncaster. 


answers  to  correspondents. 

A.  J.  (Edmonton).— His  was  received 
before  vours.  Is  it  necessary  to  print  two 
letters  putting  the  same  point?  Come 
now  1 

A.  Whitworth.— Your  auditors  are 
appointed  by  the  members— not  by  the 
manager. 

J.  V.  R.  (Bradford).— We  have  promised 
to  send  a representative  to  go  over  the  area. 

D Maxwell.— Get  the  committee  to 
show  a closer  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
guild  if  they  want  more  active  support  from 
the  members. 

G.  T.  Lothian,  H.  C.  E.  (Bristol),  A. 
Wood,  Ac.— The  matter  is  referred  to  m 
“ Notes  and  Notions.” 

T.  Farrow. — Next  week,  pci  haps.  Thanks 
for  suggestions. 

W.  Coulson.  — The  point  is  noted. 
Many  thanks  for  paper. 

T.  Barclay. — We  see  the  news-cuttings, 
but  some  societies  pay  the  subscription 
to  a local  newspaper,  to  have  it  posted  to 
us  direct  every  week. 
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VETERAN  WORKERS. 


PRESENTATION  TO 
MR.  AND  MRS.  E.  ELLIOTT,  j, 


In  our  last  issue  some  details  were  given 
cf  the  loyal  ar.vl  self-sacrificing  service  which 
tor  many  yeans  Mr.  and  Mis.  Edwin  Elliott 
have  remle.'.d  to  the  co-operative  movement 
in  London.  They  were  amongst  the  pioneers, 
•who  did  the  spade  work  at  a time  when  miinj 
disappointments,  and  even  personal  losses 
had  to  be  faced.  Undismayed  aud  un- 
daunted, with  an  unquenchable  faith  in  the 
principles  they  preached  and  practised,  they 
now  see  co-operation,  largely  as  a result  of 
these  early  elforts,  a flourishing  institution 
in  the  Metropolis. 

Mr.  Elliott  hits  not  cnly  given  his  time 
and  money  in  aiding  the  work  of  societies, 
but  his  facile  pen  has  for  seme  years  been 
used  in  the  interests  of  the  movement.  For 
a long  period  he  has  been  a valued  ivmtri- 
huter  to  the  “ CH-operativc  News,”  and  this 
week  1m  is  commencing  in  these  pages  a new 
ferial,  “ ivy  Towers,”  which  will  he  wel- 
comed by*  ninny  who  have  appreciated  his 
literary  work  in  the  past,  and  will  also  gain 
for  him  a row  c-irele  of  admirers. 

Recently  some  of  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Elliott's 
fellow-workers  set  on  foot  a testimonial 
fund,  with  a view  to  linking  a tangible 
recognition  of  their  valuable  service?.  The 
presentation  of  a cheque  j|us  made  at  the 
ckse  of  the  London  Society's  sectional 
meeting  at  Bmoe  Grave,  Tottenham,  on 
.Thursday  evening  last  tvouk. 

Alderman  T.  M.  M’Giff  (member  of  the 
general  committee),  who  presided,  said  he 
was  very  pleased  to  be  present  at  tl .o  presen- 
tation. The  cheque  carried  w ith  it  a great 
amount  of  sincerity  and  good  wishes  towards 
the  recipients  from  those  who  had  subscribed. 

Mr.  Elliott  as  a Write?. 

Mr.  P.  F.  Masters,  who  had  been 
associated  with  Mr.  Elliott  on  the 
-management  committee  of  the  Edmon- 
ton Society,  made  the  presentation. 
As  they  all  knew,  lie  -said,  Mr.  Elliott 
had  been,  a co-operator  l'nr  many  years,  and 
he  had  a good  record.  Mr.  J'.l.iott  was  a co- 
operator  at  a time  when  things*  were  worse 
than  they  were  at  present.  He  ccmmenced 
when  the  movement  in  London  was  a poor 
little  affair,  and  he  pur  everything  in  and 
was  prepared  to  take  all  i isles.  He  worked 
assiduously  in  the  interests  of  co-operation, 
and  he  gave  his  very  best  to  the  small  ven- 
tures in  the  days  when  man  tried  to  run  one 
general  shop  to  realise  the  ideals  they  firmly 
held.  Mr.  Ellicti  had  worked  hard  as  a 
writer  as  well  as  a cc-cfx'iaior.  The  greatest 
evil  of  the  present  day  was  that  a good  many 
writers  were  willing  to  u*sa  their  pens  in 
advocating  that  which  they  knew  to  be 
wrong  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a big: 
circulation.  It  could  be  said  to  his  honour 
that  Mr.  Elliott  had  never  prostituted  his 
lien  to  this  kind  of  thing.  (Applause.)  He 
handed  to  Mr.  Elliott  a cheque  for  1:83  12s. 

Mr.  Edwin  Elliott,  who  was  cordially 
received,  said  to  speak  cn  an  occasion  like 
this  was  very  difficult  indeed.  This  expres- 
sion of  regard  had  come  to  himself  and  his 
wife  to  remind  them  of  what  they  owed  to 
the  friendship  which  existed  in  the  co-opera- 
tive movement.  They  had  given  dose  on 
forty  years’  hard  and  devoted  service  to  the 
co-operative  movement;  this  had  been  a 
work  of  lovo  from  the  beginning.  Mr. 
Masters  had  spoken  of  their  early  efforts. 
Mrs.  Elliott  and  himself  had  in  the  early 
days  staked  all  the  little  mouey  they  had 
in  the  societies  and  had  lest  it,  hut  the 
movement  became  more  dear  to  them  in 
consequence.  If  they  lost  something  for  a 
great  ideal  they  became  more  attached  io  it. 
Right  from  the  beginning  they  had  kept  the 
staunch  friends  which  they  had  made  in 
these  years.  When  they  came  into  the 
larger  society  cf  Edmonton  they  gained  hun- 
dreds of  other  friends  who  remained  in  their 
memories  and  hearts.  One  of  the  chief  joys 
of  the  co-operative  movement,  was  the  bond 
cf  friendslvp  and  comradeship  which  existed 
h 'tween  the  member's.  They  appreciated 
Hie  gift  not  only  from  its  intrinsic  worth 
hut  ns  a testimony  of  the  regard  the  mem- 
bers lnd  for  Mrs.  Elliott  and  himself  which 
thev  would  carry  in  the  few  remaining  years 
which  were  left  to  them.  (Applause.) 


“MIND  YOUR  OWN  BUSINESS.” 

A CALL  TO  BRIDPORT 

CO-OPERATORS.  - # 

The  members  of  the  Brulport  Society 
held  their  second  annual  tea  and  concert  in 
the  Rifle  Drill  Hall  on  Thursday,  January 
-6th.  About  150  members  and  non- 
members  sat  down  to  tea.  The  tables  were 
nicely  decorated,  and  the  Women's  Guild 
members  and  other  friends  had  the  satis- 
faction, as  helpers,  of  knowing  that  every- 
body enjoyed  the  good  things  provided, 
most  cf  which  were  supplied  by  the  society. 

The  concert  which  followed  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  T.  Huunsell,  and  was  entirely 
arranged  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Oakley  (managing 
secretary  of  the  Weymouth  Society).  The 
yjgnous  artistes  were  greatly  applauded, 
Had  each  time  they  appeared  again  to 
satisfy  the  audience.' 

Mr.  A.  H.  Oakley  gave  a brief  address, 
which  was  to  the  point.  He  said  the  words, 
‘‘  Mind  your  own  business,”  should  go 
home  to  all  co-operators,  for  it  was  their 
business  to  carry  out  the  motto  displayed 
on  the-  platform  amidst  the  flags:  "Each 
for  all,  and  all  for  each.”  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  event  were  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  all,  and  good  results  must  follow. 


INTERNATIONAL  TRADE. 


MR.  MAYS  VIEWS  SUPPORTED. 

OPINIONS  AT  NORFOLK 
CONFERENCE. 

The  difficulties  of  international  t lading 
and  the  claims  of  tire  International  Alliance 
received  considoruiien  at  the  quarterly  con- 
ference of  the  Norfolk  District  Association, 
which  was  held  in  the  Institute,  at  Brandon, 
on  Saturday,  January  21st.  The  c-liair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  W.  Hunter  (president  and 
pioneer  of  the  SwafFhain  Society). 

Mr.  W.  llesbury  (Southern  Sectional 
Board)  rend  a pnp?r  which  he  had  drafted 
for  the  occasion.  He  prefaced  it  by  saving 
that  lie  attended  I he  sectional  conference  m 
order  that  he  might  catch  the  spirit  of  Mr. 
May,  who  was  a great  enthusiast  and  hard 
worker  for  the  cause.  He  outlined  the 
origin  of  the  Alliance,  the  number  of  c-c un- 
tries  comprising  it,  and  the  bulk  of  trade 
dene  by  them,  and  reviewed  the  difficulty  of 
settling  international  trading  matters.  He 
also  included  in  the  paper  Mr  Maxwell’s 
stirring  appeal  to  the  Basle  Congress,  in 
which  lie  conveyed  the  hope  that  the  discus- 
sion would  take  them  a step  nearer  the 
desired  goal,  and  take  the  question  of  inter- 
national trading  out  of  the  region  of  proba- 
bility into  that  of  practical  action. 

Mr.  KnigliTG  (Lowestoft),  in  opening  the 
discussion*  said  the  more  they  understood 
ea •])  other  the-  better  they  would  succeed  in 
interrjSrtionnl  trading.  Referring  to  one  of 
the  chief  difficulties;  he  asked  what  British 
co-operators  were  going  to  send  in  return ? 
The  question  of  exchange  and  credits  were 
difficult  tc  decide,  but  it  war,  certain  that  if 
the  co-operative  movement  did  not  do  some- 
thing to  take  advantage  of  the  system  of 
jiiTti  njai credits  the  capitalist  movement 
would,  and  the  future  progress  of  co-opera- 
tion would  he  hindered  as  a result. 

C.W.S.  Attitude. 

Mr.  Reeder  (Yarmouth),  referring  to  the 
apparent  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
C.W.S.  and  the  J.C.A.,  asked  that  Mr. 
Youngs,  the  C.W.S.  representative,  should 
give  the  C.W.S.  side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Youngs  consented,  and  in  giving  a 
brief  review,  said  the  question  of  inter- 
national trading  was  a very  big  one.  and  a 
very  important  one.  There  is  no  difference 
of  opinion  with  the  C.W.S.  It  hid  done  a 
great  deal  i:i  finding  out  what  trade  could 
ho  clone  . between  the  various  wholesale 
societies,  hut  it  would  take  a lung  time  to 
develop..  The  C.W.S.  was  rot  in  favour  of 
an  International  C.W.S.  Other  countries 
worked  from  one  centre  for  propaganda  and 
trade.  The  C.W.S.  was  too  fully  occupied 
to  undertake  propaganda,  and  at  the  present 
time  could  not  undertake  to  help  to  finance 
such  a colossal  undertaking  ae  an  Inter- 
national C.W.S. 

Mr.  King  (Yarmouth)  criticised  the 
C.W.S.  attitude,  and  regretted  that  it-  was 
out  for  trade  only,  and  was  only  prepared  to 
trade  where  profit  could  be  made.'  Ue 

attended  the  Basle  Congress,  and  was  much 
in  favour,  of  Mr.  May’s  proposals  and  iho 
ideals  of  the  I.C.A. 

Joint  Shareholding. 

Mr.  Anderson  (Lowestoft)  suggested  that 
the  various  wholesale  societies  should  take 
up  shares  in.  each  ether  ami  extend  their 
trade  a.s  on  present,  lines  ami  make  it  un- 
necessary to'  establish  an'  International 
C.W.S.  ' 

Mr.  Day  (Yarmouth)  said  this  was.  the 
time  to  make  a start.  He  was  in  favour  of 
the  clearing-house  system,  and  with  Mr. 
May  the  whole  way.  The  fundamental 
principle  underlying  the  Co-operative 
Alliance  was  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

Mr.  Yountis  was  allowed  to  reply  to  the 
points  raised  regarding  the  C.W.S.,  and  Mr. 
Resbury  replied  to  the  discussion. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 

Great  Yarmouth. — Mr.  D.  J.  King  pre- 
sided at  the  quarterly  meeting  which  was 
held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall  on  Wednes- 
day, January  25th.  There  was  a large  and 
enthusiastic  gathering  of  members.  The 
Chairman  remarked  upon  the  splendid 
results  obtained,  especially  so  when  taking 
into  consideration  the  present  trade  de- 
pression, the  reduced  value  of  commodities, 
and  the  unemployment  in  the  district.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  they  had  every  cause 
to  congratulate  themselves.  During  the 
past  six  months  509  new  members  had 
joined  the  society.  The  aim  of  the  com- 
mittee set  out  to  he  attained  during  1921 
had  been  more  than  accomplished,  the 
actual  number  cf  persons  joining  the 
society  during  the  year  being  1.020 — a 
record  in  the  history  of  the  society.  Since 
1915  the  following  increases  were  reported: 
Share  capital,  nearly  £30,000;  loan  capital, 
£3,401;  penny  hank  capital,  £3,892;  in- 
vestments, £5,083:  buildings.  £19,826; 
and  trade,  nearly  £100,000.  During  this 
time  five  new  branches  had  been  opened 
and  two  new  departments.  The  society 
new  possessed  a tobacco,  sweets,  and  con- 
fectionery department,  a dairy,  and  nine 
'branches,  in  addition  to  the  central  pre- 
mises. The  model  bakery  was  turning  out 
nearly  20,000  loaves  per  week.  The  amount 
of  dividend  that  would  he  mi  id  amounted 
to  no  less  a sum  than  £30,757. 


A highly  enjoyable  fancy  dress  dance  was 
given  in  the  C.W.S.  Assembly  Hall,  Leman- 
street,  on  Friday  evening,  arranged  by  the 
employees’  serial  club. 


THE  FRATERNAL  SPIRIT. 

ROCHESTER  EMPLOYEES 
ENTERTAINED. 

Thu  excellent  spirit  which  exists  at 
Rochester  was  evidenced  at  the  annual  tea 
and  social  provided  for  tho  employees  by 
the  board  of  management  on  Wednesday 
last  week.  The  guests  came  from  all  the 
branches  of  the  society — Rochester,  StrooJ, 
Deice,  and  Sr.cdhvnd.  The  proceedings 
commented  with  high  tea,  which  was 
followed  by  a musical  entertainment  and 
dancing,  for  which  the  Misses  Abnett  and 
Grooml ridge  were  M.C.’s.  The  musical 
programme  was  provided  by_  Miss  G.  Ames, 
Mr.  T.  Wilson,  Miss  N.  Pepper,  and  Mr. 
E.  Fairbrother,  and  there  was  also  a clever 
exhibition  of  conjuring  by  Mr.  Beadle. 

Mr.  S.  Noble  (general  manager)  sub- 
mitted “ the  Co-operative  Movement,”  and 
stated  that  it  spoke  well  for  the  movement 
that,  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties,  they 
found  the  members  loyal  not  only  to  the 
movement  hut  to  each  other,  and  that 
among  them  there  was  a spirit  of  mutual 
help. 

The  Chairman  -(Mr.  A.  W.  Ireland,  J.P.) 
propo'sed  11  Our  Guests,  the  Employees,” 
and  said  he  hoped  the  relations  between 
the  committee  and  employees  at  Rochester 
would  always  remain  as  pleasant  as  they 
had  been  in  the  past.- 

Messrs.  F.  Ling  (C.W.S.  furnishing  de- 
partment), Holland  (manager,  drapery  de- 
partment), Dawes  (manager,  boot  depart- 
ment), F,.  Ryall  (C.W.S.  drapery  depart- 
ment). T.  Wilson,  I.  Guiding,  and  Baxter 
(secretary  of  the  society)  also  spoke  to  the 
various  toasts. 


UNTRUE  STATEMENTS. 


A BANBURY  MISCHIEF  MAKER. 


A mischievous  person  has  Keen  trying  to 
cause  trouble  among  the  members  of  the 
Banbury  Society,  through  the  publication  in 
the  local  newspaper  of  an  anonymous  letter 
signed  "A  member  of  the' Banbury  Co- 
operative Society.”  The  statements  made 
were  absolutely  untrue,  and  were  evidently 
made  with  the  object  of  causing  dissatis- 
faction among  local  co-cperators. 

The  editor  of  the  " Banbury  Guardian  ” 
has,  however,  apologised  for  the  circulation 
of  the  statements  made  by  this  correspon- 
dent, and  given  full  publicity  to  letters 
from  the  committee  and  officials  of  the 
society,  which  net  out  the  true  position  of 
affairs,  in  addition.  to  securing  the  services 
of  a London  financial  expert  to  examine  the 
society’s  balance  cheet.  The  Litters 
examination  shows  the  societal  to  he 
thoroughly  sound.  “The  security  for 
capita]  and  deposit  appears  good,”  he  says, 
“ but  losses  through  fallen  values  have  re- 
duced reserves,  which  form  a margin  o-.  cr 
20s.  in  the  pound  for  members’  claims.” 
The  members,  therefore,  have  no  occasion 
to  be  alarmed. 

An  official  statement  from  Mr.  II.  J. 
Cooke  (secretary  and  manager)  states  that 
“ after  meeting  all  looses  on  the  farms,  Sr c.t 
the  adverse  balance  on  - the  half-year’s 
trading  period  shown  in  tlte  profit  and  loss 
account  jnst  published,  Lv  reduced  to  £5.221 
Os.  lid.,  hut  as  this  is  after  providing  in  the 
account's  for  £2,668  5s.  6ha,re  interest,  the 
real  lo:-s  for  the  period  is  £2.552  15s.  lid. 
The  reserve’  funds  have  been  debited 
accordingly,  and  when  this  is  done  the 
■reserves  are  much  greater  than  in  tho  pre- 
war year.” 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Worthing  edu- 
cational committee  of  the  Brighton  Equit- 
able Society  a very  successful  propaganda 
meeting  was  held  on  Friday,  January  27th, 
in  the  Mission  Hall,  Broadwater.  Mr.  G. 
C.  Stent  presided,  and  gave  a brief  outline 
of  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  society.  A 
musical  programme  was  admirably  ren- 
dered bv  members  of  the  Co-operative 
Girls’  Guild. 

In  an  address  delivered  at  the  Woolwich 
Co-op'""- ‘ ive  Institute  on  Wednesday,  last 
week.  Mr.  J.  Dickinson  (chairman  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational  com- 
mittee) urged  the  electors  to  support  the 
candidates  in  the  L.C.C.  election  who  really 
stood  to  uphold  the  interests  of  the  people. 
Education  was  vital,  and  should  not  he 
considered  as  a party  matter. 

The  paper  on  “ Co-operative  Education,” 
prepared  and  rea<l  at  a recent  sectional 
conference  by  Mr.  Reeve  (secretary,  Wool- 
wich educational  committee)  was  read  by 
Mr.  W.  T.  Davis  (Woolwich)  at  a special 
conference  at,,  Portsmouth  on  Saturday 
last.  It  was  a good  idea  successfully  car- 
ried out.  Instead  of  one  or  two  delegates 
going  to  the  conference  at  Lerrum-strcet 
and  giving  a report  on  their  return,  the 
conference  was  brought  to  the  various 
guilds  and  committees  direct. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  South  Subur- 
ban Society’s  education  committee  a con- 
ference of  trade  unionists  and  co-operators 
was  field  at  Horniman  Hall,  Croydon,  on 
Saturday,  when  Mr.  Fred  Bramle.v  (assis- 
tant secretary,  Trade  Unions  Congress 
General  Council)  moved  a resolution 
pledging  the  conference  to  make  further 
efforts  to  secure  the  mutual  development 
of  both  bodies  as  an  effective  means  for 
securing  the  economic  emancipation  of  the 
working  class.  The  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously. 


RETAIL  TRADE  POLICY. 

NEED  FOR  ORGANISATION  AND 
EFFICIENCY. 

CONFERENCE  AT  BANBURY. 

There  was  a good  muster  of  representa- 
tives of  societies  in  the'  Oxford  district  at 
the  conference  held  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  Banbury,  on  Saturday. 

Alderman  Perry  (chairman  of  Banbury 
society)  presided,  and  referring  to  the 
difficulties  which  his  society  had  recently 
experienced,  said  that  the  paper  down  for 
discussion  that  afternoon  would  doubtless 
prove  helpful  to  societies.'  They  must 
organise  in  order  to  combat  tho  opposition 
they  encountered,  and  with  straight- 
forward, honest  dealing  co-operation  would 
make  still  greater  progress  than  it  had 
done  in  the  past. 

The  Paper. 

Air.  R.  Rawlinson  (manager  of  Reading 
Society)  read  the  paper,  " Co-operative 
Policy  in  Relation  to  the  Organisation  of 
Retail  Trade,”  which  had  been  prepared 
for  the  special  business  conferences 
organised  by  the  Co-operative  Union.  Air. 
Rawlinson  specially  dealt  with  many  of  the 
main  points  contained  in  tlm  paper,  aud 
strongly  pleaded  for  efficiency  in  business 
operations.  He  said  they  should  take  cog- 
nisance of  the  multiple  shops  and  adopt 
better  methods  than  they  had  been  content 
with  hitherto,  recognising  also  that  tho 
days  of  high  dividends  were  over.  The 
great  cost  for  the  delivery  of  goods  needed 
serious  consideration.  Endeavours  should 
be  made  to  centralise  the  “ order  ” trade, 
and  a special  department  should  be 
organised  for  parcels  and  delivery.  Can- 
vassing was  permissible,  hut  credit  should 
be  strictly  controlled,  and,  as  far  as 
possible,  “ cash  on  delivery  ” demanded, 
it  was  impossible  to  pay  dividends  at 
multiple  Shops’  prices,  hut  with  good  con- 
ditions, pricing  cf  goods,  more  managerial 
control  aud  selection  of  employees  they 
need  not  fear  opposition.  it  would  be 
better,  Air.  Rawlinson  thought,  to  have  a 
number  of  small  shops  spread  about  the 
district  than  larger  staffed  central  pre- 
mises. An  educated  membership  was  neces- 
sary, and  if  they  did  not  take  the  trouble 
to  educate  the  people  they  would  fail  to 
get  the  type  of  member  they  desired. 
He  viewed  co-operation  in  a very  optimis- 
tic manner,  but  maintained  that  efficiency 
throughout  was  necessary  for  the  full 
development  of  the  movement. 

Discussion. 

Airs.  Farn  (Oxford)  said  they  could  not 
ignore  the  competition  of  the  multiple  shop, 
attractive  window-dressing  was  necessary, 
and  the  “woman  with  the  basket”  should 
he  welcomed  in  the  shop  where  she  could  see 
the  latest  C.W.S.  prduCtious. 

Air.  Sheasby  (Chipping  Norton)  6aid  the 
movement  depended  on  its  counter  trade. 
It  was  not  possible,  nor  always  desirable, 
to  sell  at  multiple  shop  prices. 

Air.  Cross  (Chipping  Norton)  questioned 
the  payment  of  high  wages  or  the  efficiency 
of  the  staffs  in  many  of  the  outside  concerns. 

Air.  Cox  (Banbury)  said  his  society 
endeavoured  to  carry  out  the  jiolioy  as  out- 
lined in  the  paper.  They  believed  in  making 
use  of  the  newspaper  columns  and  the 
cinema.  A good  advertising  campaign  was 
necessary  and  retail  prices  should  he  fixed 
by  the  C.W.S. 

Mr.  Harding  (Cliipping  Norton)  compared 
the  present-day  difficulties  with  these  of. 
earlier  times.  He  and  thousands  of  others 
kpew  of  the  material  advantages  cf  co-opcra- 
tion,  and  did  not  feel  at  all  pessimistic. 

Afrs.  Jenkins  (Reading)  spoke  on  the 
delivery  of  goods,  and  emphasised  the  need 
for  good  and  efficient  servioo. 

Air!  E.  King  (sectional  heard)  said  the 
question  of  delivery  was  a difficult  one.  . The 
members  should  be  instructed  on  these 
sprints,  and  even  management  committees 
should  devote  a little  more  time  to  thinking 
out  and  solving  the  more  difficult  problems. 

The  questions  of  delivery,  canvassing,  and 
invoicing  were  dealt  with  by  Messrs.  Fenny 
(Alaidenliead),  Alardimnn  (Reading),  Grant 
(Oxford),  Fowler  (Banbury),  and  others. 


THIRTY  YEARS’  SERVICE. 

TnE  Enfield  Highway  Society’s  “ Wheat- 
sheaf  ” reports  that  Air.  G.  LI.  Alew  (the 
general  manager)  has  been  the  recipient  of 
a presentation  in  recognition  of  his  thirty 
vears’  service  with  the  society.  Air.  E.  !• . 
Swift  (Enfield  Town  branch  manager)  pre- 
sented, on  behalf  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, a gold  albert  and  arm-chair  suitably 
inscribed.  Tributes  to  Mr.  Mew  's  conscien- 
tious and  painstaking  work  were  paid  by 
Air.  Harker  (secretary).  Air.  Fisher  (traffic 
manager),  and  Air.  Whybrew  (president). 
Air.  Mew  made  an  appropriate  response. 


The  Enfield  Highway  Society  Is  celeb?  nt- 
ing  its  jubilee  in  July,  and  efforts  are  being 
made  to  bring  up  the  membership  to  20,000 
by  that  date. 

Southern  co-operators  have  learned  with 
regret  of  the  death  of  Air.  E.  Gibbs,  who 
was  one  of  the  Croydon  stalwarts,  and  well 
known  fer  his  able  work  as  secretary  to  the 
London  branch  of  the  Co-operative  Printing 
Society.  Air.  Gibbs  wav  a member  of  the 
committee  of  the  C’rovdon  Society  before  the 
amalgamation  which  brought  the  South 
Suburban  Society  into  existence,  and  he  won 
esteem  far  his  faithful  and  painstaking 
sendees. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  com  munical  ions  intended  for  these  Pages  shoald  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  “Woman’s  Pages,” 
“Co-operative  News”  Office,  Long  Mil!gate, 
Manchester. 


“ALL-COUNCILS.” 

A CABINET  GATHERING. 

The  “ All-Councils’  ” meeting  of  the 
English  Women’s  Guild  officials,  which 
has  been  held  at  Derby  this  year,  is 
by  way  of  being  a sort  of  Cabinet  gather- 
ing rather  than  a public  function.  Such 
of  its  business  as  seems  likely  to  be  of 
general  interest  is  made  known  through 
our  “ Pages,"  but  for  the  most  part  the 
agenda  of  the  sessions  covers  questions 
of  internal  domestic  concern,  and  par- 
ticularly aims  at  bringing  all  the  official 
workers  to  a good  understanding  with 
each  other,  and  in  preparing  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  year. 

The  results  of  these  " All-Councilsr  ” 
gatherings  are  not  immediately  apparent, 
as  they  do  not  interfere  in  any  way  with 
the  initiative  of  individual  branches  in 
the  matter  of  constructing  programmes. 
What  is  aimed  at,  and  indeed  what  is 
most  successfully  accomplished,  is  the 
construction  of  a general  programme 
containing  several  important  main  lines 
of  thought  or  action  upon  which  the 
branches  can  regulate  their  activities 
with  the  greatest  effect. 

The  Women’s  Guild  is,  before  all 
things,  an  organisation  of  propaganda — 
it  must  go  before,  not  lag  behind  in  the 
march  of  co-operative  progress.  The 
subjects  which  are  agreed  upon  as  the 
basis  of  consideration  during  tire  year 
must  therefore  reach  out  to  the?  next 
steps  in  co-operative  organisation,  and 
make  their  appeal  to  the  larger  and  more 
generous  interpretation  of  our  ideals 
as  well  as  to  the  practical. 

The  coming  together  of  the  Central 
Committee  members,  the  sectional 
secretaries,  and  council  officials 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  each  with 
her  own  local  knowledge  of  difficulties 
to  be  met  and  overcome,  and  each  pre- 
pared for  full  and  friendly  discussion  on 
any  topic  brought  forward,  resulted 
at  Derby  in  some  very  frank  opinions 
being  aired  upon  several  questions  of 
moment. 

“ Organisation  ’’  within  the  guild  is  to 
be  a subject  for  future  discussion,  so  that 
members  may  make  the  most  of  the 
existing  machinery,  and  put  into  good 
working  order  all  the  connecting  links 
between  the  branches  with  their  local 
autonomy  and  the  districts,  sectional, 
and  central  authorities,  thus  creating 
a harmonious  understanding  for  a 
common  aim  and  a united  course  of 
action. 

But  at  Derby  “ Trade  and  Loyalty  " 
and  ‘‘Married  Women  and  Paid  Posi- 
tions" were  taken  up.  As  Mrs.  Blair 
' pointed  out,  an  organisation  like  the 
Women’s  Co-operative  Guild,  composed 
as  it  is  of  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
married  women,  should  be  able  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  “ Married  Women 
and  Paid  Positions  ” from  intimate 
knowledge  of  its  difficulties,  and  should 
be  able  to  mould,  if  not  determine, 
public  thought  and  action. 

This  question  is  a live  one,  not  only 
within  the  co-operative  movement, 
where  “ paid  positions  ” may  mean 
appointments  to  administrative  boards 
and  committees,  or  employment  ,in 
factory,  store,  or  office  ; but  it  is  also 
one  upon  which  a general  principle  is 
called  for  in  industry  and  public  service. 

The  “ All-Councils’  " meeting  agreed 
to  recommend  to  the  branches  for  dis- 
cussion a comprehensive  resolution 
pointing  out  that  to  restrict  married 
women  from  taking  paid  positions 
" because  their  husbands  can  keep 
them  ” would  have  very  undesirable 
effects,  with  which  and  the  discussion 
thereon  we  shall  deal  next  week. 

The  subject  is  new  in  its  present 
manifestations,  and  some  of  the  council 
members  evidently  felt  that  much  work 
would  be  needed  to  enlighten  first  the 
rank  and  file  members  of  the  guild,  who 
do  not  yet  read  for  themselves — a diffi- 
culty which  brought  home  to  those  pre- 
sent the  present  ineffective  methods  of 
distributing  our  “ Co-operative  News  ” 
and  allied  periodicals — a difficulty  which 
must  be  overcome,  if  the  strength  of  our 
co-operative  organisation  is  to  be  ade- 
quately maintained. 


OUR  PRESTIGE— PRESS  AND  POWER. 

IS  IT  ON  THE  WORKERS-  SIDE? 


INFLUENCE  BEHIND  WAGE  REDUCTIONS. 


The  wage  census  of  1906  showed  that  the  average  wage  of  all  women  manual 
workers  in  this  country  in  a given  week  was  only  10s.  I0£d.l  Then  it  was  that 
the  English  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild  started  working  for  a minimum  rate 
of  wages  for  co-operative  women  workers,  and  by  1908  had  secured  the  passing 
of  the  Congress  scale,  which  gave  a woman  of  twenty  17s.  a week.  This  was 
just  a beginning.  Quickly  followed  a campaign  of  the  Anti-Sweating  League, 
through  which  was  established  the  Trade  Eoard  Act  of  1909,  and  four  trades 
were  brought  under  its  operations.  During  the  war  little  opposition  was  shown 
towards  theso  Trade  Boards,  which  were  uphold  by  all  trade  union  officials  and 
social  workers,  because  they  realised  that,  the  war  over,  women's,  work  and 
wages  would  be  depressed  below  the  miserable  pre-war  standard  that  had  pro- 
duced the  sickness  and  sufforing  revealed  by  the  National  Health  Insurance 
statistic^.  Honce  it  was  that  under  tho  Amending  Act  of  1918  as  many  as 
sixty  boards  were  set  up  for  the  draining  of  the  morass  of  sweating. 

But  now  has  come  the  attack  on  these  Trade  Boards;  and  with  a view  to 
getting  opinion  of  what  is  really  taking  place,  wa  have  interviewed  Miss  E.  C. 
Wilkinson,  one  of  the  organisers  of  the  N.U.D.A.W.,  who  tells  us  quite  frankly 
from  inside  knowledge  that  tho  balance  for  or  against  the  boards  lies  to  some  ex- 
tent with  our  co-operative  movement,  with  its  prestige,  its  press,  and  its  power. 


“It  is  particularly  important 
to  notice,”  said  Miss  Wilkinson, 
“ that  the  attack  on  wages  hap- 
pened when  it  was  proposed  to 
set  up  boards  for  the  distributive 
trades,  the  workers  of  whicli  are 
scattered  and  largely  unorgan- 
ised, except  in  the  co-operative 
movement  und  in  the  big  mul- 
tiple firms. 

‘ The  fact  is,  the  very  power- 
ful triple  ? federations  started  a 
press  stunt : again st  Trade  Boards, 
behind  which  was  the  influence 
of  the  banks.  A prominent  em- 
ployer told  mo  that  when  seek- 


“ And  here,”  said  Miss  Wilkin- 
son, “ may  I express  my  disap- 
pointment that  the  leaders  of  the 
co-operative  movement  have  not 
risen  to  the  opportunity  afforded 
them  by  the  Trade  Board  ma- 
chinery. The  oo-operative  repre- 
sentatives, as  a critical  balancing 
force  in 'the  councils  of  the  em- 
ployers and  by  their  speeches  at 
the  board  meetings,  could  have 
been  of  enormous  value  to  the 
workers  as  a whole  and  to  the 
cooperative  movement  especially. 
Too  often  the  wild  statements  of 
the  employers  that  the  industry 
is  being  ruined  by  high  wages  is 


ing  an  overdraft  from  his  bank  Miw  E.  C.  Wilkinson,  _ ,11&U  1S 

he  was  informed  that  he  must  re-  ^’actively  defended  accepted  by  appointed  members, 

duo©  wages.  He  showed  that  he  tiie  Trade  Boards.  because  of  constant  reiteration 


could  not  do  this  because  he  was 
paying- Trade  Board  rates.  ’ 1 Then,’  replied 
the  bank,  ‘ you  had  1 letter  try  to  get  the 
rates  lowered  or  the  board  abolished.’  ” 

“ What  has  the  Government  done?” 

“ They  have  set  up  the  Cave  Commission 
of  Inquiry,  and  evidence  has  been  taken 
from  all  interested;  but  the.  attitude  of  the 
capitalistic  press  during  the  Commission’s 
sessions  shows  the  pressure  brought  to  bear 
against  Trade  Boards.  The  evidence  un- 
favourable to  the  boards  was  given  columns 
uf  space,  while  the  evidence  for  the  boards 
has  boon  dismissed  in  short  paragraphs.” 

“ What  is  likely  to  happen?” 

“ Well,  the  danger  is  not  that  the  boards 
will  be  scrapped,  but  that  they  will  be 
stripped  of  all  functions,  privileges,  and 
duties  other  than  that  of  fixing  the  lowest 
wage,  taking  into  account  only  what  the 
least  fortunate  employer  in.  the  least  favour- 
able district  can  afFord  to  pay  ; in  short,  the 
policy  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  would  thus 
give  enormous  advantages  to  the  larger  em- 
ployers at  the  expense  of  the  workers.  And, 
of  course,  if  this  happens,  Trade  Boards, 
instead  of  being  a protectiop,  will  become  a 
menace  to,  the  organised  workers,  for  the 
low  statutory  rates  would  be  continually 
quoWhl  i against  them  in  all  arbitration 
courts.' 


and  because  the  workers’  side 
naturally  have  not  the  inside  information 
to  refute  these  statements,  nor  would  their 
word  be  accepted  if  they  secured  it  by  in- 
direct means.  Co-operators  as  employers 
have  the  information;  they  alone  can  cfieck 
the  employers’  statements  with  due  weight 
and  authority.  Yet  the  co-operative  repre- 
sentatives seem  to  have  been  completely 
assimilated  into  the  employers’  system,  and 
only  very  occasionally  have  they  had  the 
courage  to  take  an  independent  line. 

“ The  future?  That  hangs  in  the  balance, 
not  of  the  Cave  Committee,  but  of  organised 
opinion.  As  to  whether  that  balance  will  tip 
for  or  against  the  boards  lies  to  some  ex- 
tent in  the  hands  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment, with  its  press,  its  prestige,  and  its 
power.” 


The  subject  for  discussion  at  the  forth- 
coming sectional  conferences'  of  the  Women’s 
Guild  will  be  “ Unemployment  and  Co-opera- 
tive Trade.” 

The  Port  Clarence  and  Haverion  Hill 
Guild  members  have  decided  that  in  future 
1 ilri>  , • 1x5  known  as  the  Haverton  HiU 

ami  Be  las  is  Garden  City  branch,  owing  to 
tlie  large  influx  of  members  from  the  Belnsis 
Garden  City  and  the  prospect  of  a separate 
branch  at  Port  Clarence. 


ON  THE  WAR  PATH. 

GUILD  PRESIDENT  CORRECTS  WRONG  IMPRESSIONS. 


Wearing  her  chain  of  office,  Mrs.  Dews- 
bury (the  Guild's  national  president)  was 
the  Speaker  at  the  Dewsbury  and  Hudders- 
field District  Conference,  held  at  Heck- 
momlwike  on  Saturday  last. 

Mrs.  Bagriall  (district  president)  occu- 
pied the  chair*  and,  following  the  welcome 
given  by  Mrs.  Jacques  i president  of  the  local 
branch  and  now  of  the  society’s  manage- 
ment committee)^,  Mrs.  Dewsbnry  proceeded 
to  deal  with  “ Guild  Organisation,”  which, 
she  said,  should  be  a constant  subject  fqr 
discussion,  because  of  the  new-comers  who 
were  ever  joining  the  Guild. 

At  the  last  Congress  branches  in  the 
South  Yorkshire  district  sent  in  a resolu- 
tion proposing  that  every  district  should 
have  one  representative  on  the  Sectional 
Council.  But  this  would  involve  more 
work  and  expenses  would  be  doubled.  In 
her  own  section,  that  of  the  Midland,  there 
were  seven  districts,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  there  would  be  nine  or  ten.  On  the 
Sectional  Council  there  wero  five  members 
by  rule,  but  if  the  Yorkshire  proposition 
had  been  put  into  operation  there  would  be 
ten  members  on  their  council. 

Coming  to  the  Central  Committee,  Mrs. 
Dewsbnry  described  this  as  “ a fluid  body,” 
There  was  a constant  flow  of  members 
passing  into  office,  four  of  whom  retired  at 
tjie  end  of  each  year.  The  Yorkshire  mem- 
bers voted  for  the  member  nominated  in 
that  section.  Central  Committee  members 
became  chairmen  of  the  sectional  councils, 
and  by  this  means  all  work  done  by  the 
Central  Committee  was  duly  reported. 


Mrs.  Barber  (Dewsbury)  asked  if  Mrs. 
Barton  (the  newly-elected  assistant  secre- 
tary) would  be  able  to  carry  out  her  duties 
at  the  Guild  office  if  successful  as  a Par- 
liamentary candidate. 

The  matter  would  come  up  for  considera- 
tion at  Congress,  replied  Mrs.  Dewsbury. 
A way  out  of  the  difficulty  would  be  to  pay 
a person  during  the  sitting  of  Parliament 
to  do  Mrs.  Barton’s  work,  deducting  the 
amount  entailed  from  her  salary. 

Mrs.  Thornton  (Huddersfield)  inquired 
whether  the  Guild  appointment  had  made 
it  necessary  that  Mrs.  Barton  should  live 
in  London.  The  reply  was  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mrs.  Jacques  (Heckmondwike)  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  she  found  no  fault  with 
the  organisation  of  the-  Women’s  Guild. 

Mrs.  Holden  (Dewsbury)  said  most 
guildswomeu  were  not  educated  with 
regard  to  “ dividend.” 

Mrs.  Fiifo  (Cleckheaton)  testified  to 
understanding  the  work  of  tho  Central 
Committee  better  than  ever. 

After  Mrs.  Almand  (Batley)  and  Mrs. 
Barber  (Dewsbury)  lmd  spoken.  Mrs.  Jack- 
son  (Oakcnsliaw,  Cleckheaton)  expressed 
satisfaction  with  the  conference  that 
afternoon,  Mr.  Malford  (Heckmondwike) 
appreciated  the  address,  advocating  the 
education  of  young  people. 

Mr.  Earnshaw  (education  committee) 
paid  tribute  to  the  Women's  Guild,  which, 
he  said,  had  done  more  towards  the  edu- 
cating of  working  women  than  any  other 
organisation. 


SPEED-SAFETY. 

CO-OPERATION  MUST  CAPTURE 
CAPITAL. 

FOR  EFFICIENCY  AND 
SERVICE. 


A very  important  subject  was  discussed 
at  the  Cheshire  and  North  Wales  District 
Conference  of  the  Women’s  Guild,  held  at 
Liscard  on  Monday  last,  when  Mr.  A. 
Pickup  (secretary,  Birkenhead  Society! 
spoke  on  ‘‘The  Co-operative  Capital 
Campaign.” 

Why  does  the  co-operative  movement 
require  increased  capital?  asked  the 
speaker.  Principally  for  new  developments, 
not  to  repay  loans  or  pay  dividends,  or 
because  co-operation  has  become  bankrupt, 
but  to  produce  groceries  enough  to  meet 
the  members’  present  recpiirements. 
£18,000,000  was  required  for  developing 
the  C.W.S.  tea  estates.  Trade  unionists 
spend  at  least  one  million  pounds  with 
private  traders.  This  trade  should  be  co- 
operative, and  must  become  co-operative. 
And  why  could  not  a schemo  bo  devised 
whereby  dividend,  over  and  above  the 
minimum  amount  of  share  capital  specified 
by  the  rules,  could  be  adopted.  Overdrafts 
at  the  C.W.S.  Bank  must  be  discouraged. 
Retail  societies  must  endeavour  to  finance 
their  own  undertakings,  leaving  the  capital 
of  the  C.W.S.  free  for  development  for  the 
benefit  of  the  movement  as  a whole.  Man- 
agement committees,  whilst  preaching  indi- 
vidual thrift,  should  practise  association 
thrift  in  a greater  degree. 

Working-olass  money  should  be  insido 
the  movement.  Yet  there  was  at  least  four 
times  more  money  invested  in  outside 
savings  hanks  than  in  tho  co-operative 
movement.  Trade  union  fumjs  in  1919 
totalled  £13,000,000,  only  £3,000,000  of 
which  was  invested  in  the  C.W.S. 

Dividend  and  Sales. 

The  £200  limit  to  members’  share  capital 
should  be  abolished,  open  membership 
encouraged,  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  family  persuaded  to  join  the  stores  on 
reaching  sixteen  years  of  age.  But  pending 
the  removal  of  the  £200  limit,  members 
should  be  encouraged  to  join  other  socie- 
ties and  deposit  the  maximum  share  capital 
with  them. 

Then,  concluded  the  speaker,  co-opera- 
tive prices  will  have  to  compare  favourably 
with  our  competitors,  and  efficiency  and 
service  will  speed  on  more  quickly  than 
taxed  loyalty. 

Mrs.  Duff  (Wallasey)  asked  if  a member, 
who  had  the  £200  limit  in  her  society  and 
wishing  to  mako  further  investments, 
should  lend  on  loan  to  her  own  society,  or 
deposit  the  maximum  share  capital  with 
another  society. 

“ Loan  to  your  own  society,  if  possible,” 
was  the  reply;  “ hut  every  society  has  not 
yet  opened  out  loan  accounts.” 

Mrs.  Hodgson  (Hoylake)  thought  every 
society  ought  to  have  a building  depart- 
ment. Many  people  had  had  to  draw  out 
all  they  had'  in  the  stores  in  order  to  buy 
a house. 

Another  Delegate  inquired  if  a member 
must  purchase  goods  to  a certain  amount 
before  receiving  interest  on  deposits. 

Many  societies,  said  Mr.  Pickup,  had 
discontinued  the  purchasing  qualification 
for  full  rates  of  interest  on  deposits,  and 
members  should  be  encouraged  to  invest 
all  their  surplus  savings  with  the  society, 
irrespective  of  the  amount  of  their 
purchases.  — 

Mrs.  Russell  (Birkenhead)  did  not  regard 
the  compulsory  idea  of  retaining  a portion 
of  the  dividend  co-operative,  and  thought 
there  should  be  a better  means  of  increas- 
ing share  capital  than  by  compulsion. 

No  Taxed  Loyalty. 

Mr.  Pickup  said  it  was  abominable  to 
think  that  many  private  traders  organised 
sales  on  dividend  days  to  obtain  the  money 
which  ought  to  be  utilised  by  the  move- 
ment. He  did  not  see  whv  there  should 
not  be  some  compulsory  method  adopted  to 
retain  a portion  cf  tho  dividend. 

Mrs.  Blair  (Central  Committee)  was  glad 
to  hear  the  speaker  believed  in  efficiency 
more  than  in  the  members’  taxed  loyalty. 

After  Mrs.  Manners  (Ellesmere  Port) 
had  expressed  her  belief  in  loyalty,  Mrs. 
Griffiths  (District  Committee)  said  mothers 
and  fathers  should  be  asked  to  invest  only 
within  the,  movement,  and  not  to  lend  their 
money  to  the  Government  for  the  manu- 
facture of  machines  of  war.  Regarding 
dividend,  they  must  consider  what  was 
best,  not  fur  immediate  needs,  but  for  the 
good  of  the  whole.  . 

Mrs.  Hinds  and  Mrs.  Fawcett  tPi-tiet 
Committee)  moved  and  second  d the  veto 
of  thanks;  Mrs.  Haigh  (Wallasey ' Guild) 
welcomed  the  delegates;  and  Mrs.  Walker, 
in  her  capacity  as  chairman,  referred  ta 
the  importance  of  one  and  two  days 
schools  as  a means  of  educating  working 
women.  , . , 

Letters  from  Mrs.  Sherburn  (District 
Committee),  who  was  ill  with  Influenza,  and 
Mrs.  Hnrsent  (an  old  committee  member) 
were  read  by  Mrs.  Russell  (district 
secretary). 

The  official  opening  of  the  Swannge  Guild 
was  held  on  the  23rd  ult.,  with  about  150 
members  and  friends  present.  A concert 
and  dance  programme  followed  tea,  and 
during  the  evening  Mrs.  Archer  (Southern 
sectional  secretary)  presented  thirty-seven 
Guild  membership  cards,  briefly  explaining 
the  meaning  of  “ The  woman  with  the 
basket.” 
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WOMEN'S  PACES. 


“PROUD  OF  OUR  ORGANISATION/ 

FREE  AND  FEARLESS  DISCUSSION. 


GUILD  OFFICIALS  STAND  BY  PRESENT  POLICY. 


BY  OUR  OWN  REPRESENTATIVE. 


Iff  all  tli©  rank-and-file  members  of  the 
Women’s  Guild  understood  the  value  of  a 
two  days’  conference  on  matters  of  policy, 
there  would  be  no  resolutions  at  the  Annual 
Congress  for  the  abolition  of  the  All  Coun- 
cils’ meeting.  Even  the  members  who  fancy 
that  the  restoration  of  the  officials’  meeting, 
once  held  during  Congress  week,  would  serve 
the  same  purpose,  have  not  stopped  to  think 
of  the  different  conditions  of  the  two  meet- 
ings. The  officials*  meeting  was  a gathering 


there  were  the  on©  day  and  two  days’  schools 
and  officials’  classes,  60  that  ample  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded  for  close  connection. 
The  great  thing  was  for  districts  to  take 
advantage  of  all  the  present  methods.  To 
lay  down  that  a council  member  must  attend 
every  district  would  be  a very  heavy  expense 
on  the  funds  of  the  Guild,  while  it  would 
be  most  unsatisfactory  to  take  more  than 
one  subject  at  conferences.  The  very  great 
educational  value  of  the  present  method  of 


w.,  X 


Miss  A.  Honora  Enfield, 
General  Secretary  to 
the  English  Women’s 
Co-operative  Guild. 


Mrs.  Dewsbury, 
President  of  the  English 
Women’s  Co  - operative 
Guild. 


Mrs.  Barton, 
Assistant  Secretary  to 
the  English  Women’s 
Co-operative  Guild. 


together  of  those  officials  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  be  chosen  as  Congress  delegates. 
It  took  place  at  the  close  of  an  arduous  day’s 
v ork  at  Congress,  wl;en  many  of  the  officials 
were  too  tired  to  do  more  than  the  minimum 
of  work  demanded.  The  All  Councils’  meet- 
ing is  held  six  months  after  Congress,  when 
new  subjects  are  diecussed;  and  the  policy 
of  work  for  the  remaining  six  months  is  laid 
down. 

Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  the  Derby 
Society  and  Mrs.  Unsworth  (the  hlidland 
Sectional  secretary)  and  other  local  Guild 
members  in  particular,  including  the  girl  at 
the  lift  and  the  assistants  at  the  cafe,  this 
year’s  All  Councils’  meetings,  held  on  Thurs- 
day and  Friday  last  week,  have  been  among 
the  most  successful  on  record.  The  meet- 
ings, which  were  held  in  one  of  the  beautiful 
ante-rooms  of  Derby  {Society's  magnificent 
central  pile  of  buildings,  provided  a good 
opportunity  of  helping  the  new  officials, 
Miss  Enfield  and  Mrs.  Barton  to  fit  on  their 
harness,  and  for  this  alone  this  year’s 
gathering  was  helpful  to  all  concerned. 

All  the  Central  Committee  members  were 
present,  including  the  president  (Mrs.  Dews- 
bury), Mrs.  Blair,  Mrs.  Penny,  Mrs.  Green, 
Mrs.  Prosser,  Mrs.  TVIillman,  and  Mrs.  Close, 
together  with  the  sectional  secretaries  and 
council  members,  with  the  exception  of  Mrs. 
Ferguson  (Northern  Sectional  secretary), 
Mrs  Oorrie  (Midland  Council),  Miss  Oliver 
and  Mrs.  Harvey  .(North-Western),  and  Mrs. 
Allen  (Southern),  who  were  absent  either  on 
account  of  family  sickness  or  bereavement. 

The  good  wishes  of  Miss  LI.  Davies  and 
Miss  Harris  wore  conveyed  to  the  meeting 
by  Miss  Enfield,  who,  on  behalf  of  Mrs. 
Barton  and  herself,  thanked  all  present  for 
the  welcome  extended  to  them. 

Formalities  over,  business  proper  began, 
and  Miss  Enfield  introduced  the  question  or 
“ Guild  Organisation,”  referred  back  from 
the  Congress  at  Manchester,  and  showed 
bow,  if  properly  carried  out,  sectional  and 
district  organisation,  with  the  links  of 
classes,  maintained 
not  only  a close  touch 
between  all  parts  of 
tho  Guild,  but  main- 
tained tlie  high  level 
of  educational  and 
practical  work,  and 
preserved  unity  in 
education  and  action 
for  the  reforms  und 
developments  taken 
up  by  the  CongrAs. 

Tho  resolutions  re- 
ferred back  for  con- 
sideration were  from 
Gleadless  lload  and 
Park  branches  (Shef- 
field), and  Derby. 

They  were  to  tiro 
effect  that,  in  order 
to  create  a more 
direct  and  permanent 
connection  between 
the  district  and  sec- 
tional committees, 
tho  business  of  the 
Central  Committee 
form  tho  basis  of  sec- 
tional conferences, 
find  tho  business  of  the  sectional  councils 
form  the  basis  of  discussions  at  district 
conferences.  The  Derby  amendment  was  in 
favour  of  a meeting  of  officials  nt -Congress. 

But,  as  Miss  Enfield  pointed  out,  under 
present  methods  the  sectional  secretary  or 
her  substitute  meets  the  district  committee 
annually  for  a special  committee  meeting 
and  scliool  in  the  summer;  a council  mem- 
ber is  sent  to  at  least  one  conference  in 
each  district  annually,  and  if  funds  allow  a 
council  member  attends  more  than  one  con- 
ference in  each  district,  while  district  secre- 
taries were  asked  to  send  notices  of  all  their 
cenferenees  and  committee  meetings,  so  that 
* council  representative  could  be  sent.  Then 


WHERE  THE  UNION  JACK  DOES  NOT  FLY 
THE 

‘Woman’s  Outlook’ 

SENDS  A CO-OPERATIVE  MESSAGE. 


During  the  lajl  fortnight  we  We  received 
" * aper  iJaU«  * * 

China). 

OUD  PAPER  PATTERNS  ARE  THE  BEST,  CHEAPEST 
AND  SIMPLEST  YOU  CAN  GET. 

HAVE  YOU  TRIED  ONE  YET?  • 


“WOMANS  OUTLOOK,” 

FEERUARY  NO..  ONLY  THREE-HALFPENCE, 

And  full  ol  all  aorts  of  Useful  and  Interesting  Fiction. 


"A  TOPPING  LITTLE  PAPER  IS  4 WOMAN'S 
OUTLOOK,'  " writes  a Correspondent  to-day,  Jan.  31s/. 


taking  one  subject  and  dealing  with  it 
thoroughly  must  be  borne  in  mind,  also  the 
fact  that  such  a method  enabled  branches 
and  speakers  to  be  supplied  with  papers. 

A long  discussion  ensued  on  the  subject, 
with  the  result  it  was  almost  the  unanimous 
opinion  “ That  the  present  Guild  machinery 
is  entirely  adequate  to  the  present  needs 
of  the  Guild,  and  that  there  are  many  points 
of  contact  between  the  Central  Committee, 
sectional  councils,  district  committees,  and 
branches,  if  the  various  sections  concerned 
would  take  full  advantage  of  the  provisions 
made  for  the  smooth  working  of  the  Guild.” 

Mrs.  Fyfe  (Northern  Section)  said  that 
the  rank-and-file  of  members  did  not  know 
what  Guild  officials  were  doing,  and 
urged  that  the  business  of  the  All  Councils’  - 
meeting  be  taken  as  a subject  for  discussion 
at  district  conferences. 

Mrs.  Pidgeon  (Southern  Section) : ‘‘  I 

make  it  my  business  to  give  this  information 
at  the  officials’  classes,”  to  which  agree- 
ment was  given  by  Mrs.  Matthews  (tlie 
North-Western  secretary),  who  described 
the  officials’  classes  as  the  greatest  link  in 
Guild  organisation.  Mrs.  Samson  (South- 
Western  Section)  said  it  was  appalling  how 
little  tlie  ordinary  Guild  member  knew  of 
their  organisation,  and  that  district  officials’ 
classes  had  done  untold  good.  Because  of 
tlie  constant  changing  of  officials,  they  must 
go  on  talking  and  discussing  “ Guild  Organ- 
isation.” After  Mrs.  Pegg  (Midland  Sec- 
tion) liad  complained  about  branch  secre- 
taries not  understanding  their  organisation, 
Mrs.  Penny  (C.C.  member)  contended  there 
was  room  for  improvement.  True,  there 
were  admirable  papers  written  for  the  Guild, 
but  in  her  opinion,  far  hotter  than  speakers’ 
or  officials’  classes  were  discussions  on  what 
she  called  11  The  Everyday  Life  of  tho 
Guild.”  And  in  future  there  must  be  more 
freedom  of  expression  in  tlie  Guild.  She 

was  glad  that  someone  had  mentioned  the 
doing  away  with  the  time  limit  for 

committees.  It  was  about  time  this  was 
revised. 

Mrs.  Dewsbury 
(from  the  ohair) : 
Mrs.  Penny  knows 
that  it  was  agreed 
nothing  should  be 
discussed  at  this 
meeting  involving  on 
alteration  of  rule, 
and  I.  must  rule  her 
out  of  order.  To  say 
the  least,  it  is  unfair 
to  take  advantage  of 
our  new  leaders  in 
i this  wav. 

f Mrs.  Bayne  (South- 
I Western  Section)  said 
l they  were  proud  of 
y their  Guild  machinery 
I — a statement  sup- 
I ported  by  Mrs.  Ley- 
© ton  (G.C.),  Mrs. 

\ Yearn  (Lancashire 
1 Council  member), 
© Mrs.  Bird  (Ipswich), 

| Mrs.  Archer  (South- 
ern Section  secre- 
tary), Mrs.  Layton 
(Belvedere),  Mrs- 
Wall  (South-Western),  and  others. 

The  second  session  considered  “ Present 
Trading  Difficulties,”  and  Mrs.  Dewsbury,  in 
opening  this  discussion,  pointed  out  that 
co-operators  should  bo  ready  to  cut  part  of 
their  losses,  for  the  whole  of  the  trade  of 
tlie  country  was  being  very  badly  hit.  The 
spending  power  of  the  community  was  less ; 
consequently  trade  was  less.  Less  trade 
meant  a reduced  turnover,  and  increased 
expenses. 

But  as  our  space  is  exhausted  for  this 
week,  we  shall  continue  this  discussion  on 
“ Trade  ” and  deal  fully  with  the  subject 
of  ‘‘  Married  Women  and  Paid  Positions  ” 
in  next  week’s  " Women’s  Pages.” 


THE  ECONOMY  AXE. 


MOTHERS  AND  BABES  TO  SUFFER. 

The  Minister  of  Health  is  pressing  the 
Local  Authorities  hard  for  reductions  in  tlie 
supply  of  milk  to  babies,  and  ili9  provision 
of  meals  instead  of  milk  for  mothers 

He  is  demanding  schemes  from  them 
providing  for  these  reductions  within  tlie 
present  month,  and  tlie  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committees  -are  facing  a very 
serious  situation. 

Co-operative  women  will,  of  course,  stand 
out  strongly  against  any  reduction  what- 
ever in  the  .supply  of  milk,  and  should  he 
equally  against  tbs  proposal  to  give  meals 
instead  ctf  milk  to  the  mothers. 

Tlie  Minister  purposes  to  discontinue  the 
distribution  of  milk  to  any  child  over  one 
year  of  age,  amd  the, amount  up  to  that  year 
is  to  be  only  one  pint  a day. 

Meals  for  mothers  are  to  be  provided  at 
some  place  decided  up  an  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  are  not  to  cost  more  than  Gd. 
a head,  including  all  administration  charges. 

Moreover  they  are  to  he  provided  on  only 
five  days  a week.  The  Minister  is  tints  ask- 
ing the  mothers  within  three  menths  of  their 
pregnancy,  and  later  with  tlieir  nurslings, 
to  congregate  together  every  week-day. 
trailing  out  from  home  for  this  one 
meal,  and  there  is  to  be  a week-end  fast 
every  sixth  and  seventh  day. 

The  Standing  Joint  Committee  of  Indus- 
trial Women’s  Organisations  is  agitating 
strongly  against  these  proposals  and  is  ask- 
ing for  the  c-o-operation  of  the  Trade 
Unions,  the  Labour  Party,  and  tho  Co- 
operative Party,  in  approaching  the  Govern- 
ment and  demanding  tlie  withdrawal  of  tl»?se 
suggestions  and  reinstatement  of  a mater- 
nity and  child  welfare  grnnt  at  least  equal 
in  amount  to  that  of  Ia6t  year. 


ECHOES. 


The  branches  in  the  Cheshire  and  North 
Wales  district  have  started  a fund  to  enable 
poorer  branches  to  send  delegates  to  confer- 
ences, one-clay  schools  & c.,  and  at  the  com 
ferenee  held  at  Liscard,  on  Monday,  a dona- 
tion of  lls.  was  received  from  tho  Everton 
Guild,  a comparatively  new  branch. 

At*  a meeting  of  the  joint  Guilds,  held  in 
Bristol  on  the  26th  ultimo,  a presentatiuu 
was  made  to  the  retiring  secretary,  Mrs. 
Skidmore,  of  a gold  locket  and  chain. 
Several  members,  including  Mrs.  Queen  laud 
and  Mrs.  Brodie,  referred  to  Mrs.  Skid- 
more’s good  work,  and  expressed  regret  that 
she  was  compel akI  to  resign.  Mrs.  Skidmore 
thanked  all  for  their  kind  thought  and 
appreciation,  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
members  would  give  to  her  successor  in  office 
that  loyal  support  which  had  been  extended 
to  her. 

The  Bristol  and  Somerset  District  Con- 
ference was  held  at  Cotliam  recently,  when 
Mis.  Nunn  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  holding  three  conferences  a year  in- 
stead of  four,  owing  to  lack  of  funds,  was 
discussed,  and  it  was  unsolved  that  the 
matter  should  he  brought  up  again  in  April. 
Later  Mr.  Gill,  the  miners’  agent,  gave  an 
address  on  the  “ Faith  of  the  Co-operative 
Movement.”  He  appealed  to  tho  members 
of  the  Guild  to  die  all  in  tlieir  power  to  in- 
fluence and  encourage  the  younger  members 
of  the  movement.  True  the  economic  system 
needed  improving,  and  should  not  he  in'  the 
hands  of  a few.  If  the  co-operative  move- 
ment and  the  trade  unions  were  linked  up 
together  there  would  he  no  need  to  fear  tlie 
great  combines.  He  urged  Guildswomen  to 
have  greater  faith  in  the  movement. 
Mesdames  Bye,  White,  Radford,  Skidmore, 
Joy,  and  others,  took  part  in  the  discussibn’ 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


[CORRESPONDENTS  nre  requested  to  write  in  ink,  on 
side  of  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  slating 
age,  sex,  occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
rofiis-de-phune  ” or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
names  and  addresses  ns  proof  ot  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  casis  requirirg  to  be  seen  can  tv  con-, 
aidored.  Address,  * The  Doctor,”  " Co-opeia;ivc  News, 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.) 


“ Widow.” — There  is  a possibility,  but 
improbability.  Better  wait  awhile. 


Re  Growing  Boy  (‘  T.  C.’’). — Tim  occa- 
sional blueness  of  the  lips  may  be  tine  to 
over-exertion  from  cycling  too  strenuously 
uphill ; otherwise  1 think  the  matter  is  of  no 
serious  moment. 


Ulceii  of  the  Tongue  (“  Tongue”). — ^Such 
a “sore”  as  you  describe  may  be  simple 
and  of  no  consequence;  may  be  the  result  of 
digestive  troubles;  but  as  it  may  be  due  to 
some  condition  more  serious,  you  should 
consult  a good  surgeon  at  ones. 


Post-Nasal  Catarrh  (“Howis”). — The 
nasal  stoppage  is  probably  owing  to  accumu- 
lation of  mucus  from  post-nasal  catarrh, 
which  should  be  treated  by  douching  the  nos- 
trils with  hot  salt  water  before  going  to 
bed,  and  afterwards  inserting  a little  boracic 
ointment  well  up  into  the  nostrils. 


“A  Bottle  for  Indigestion  ”(“  New 
Reader  "). — The  following  prescription  may 
suit  you  : —Carbonate  of  bismuth,  1 drachm  ; 
bicarbonate  of  soda,  2 drachms;  compound 
tincture  of  rhubarb,  1)  drachms;  spirit  of 
chloroform,  2 drachms;  infusion  of  gentian 
to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three  times 
a day. 

Whitlow  (“  Troubled  ”). — The  abscess  in 
finger  is  a “whitlow,"  septic  inflammation  of 
either  the  superficial  or  the  deeper!  tissues  of 


the  latter.  The  only  effective  treatment  is 
by*  a free  and  deep  incision  into  thef  ‘.  gather- 


ing,” so  as  to  provide  a free  exjt  for  the 
“ matter  ” ; and  you  ought^ certainly  to  con- 
sult your  doctor  about  it. 

Ear  Trouble  (“Bunty”). — A “running 
ear  ” should  never  be  neglected,  aqd  the 
sooner  your  child  is  taken  to  a good  doctor 
— perhaps  at  a hospital,  where  an  “ear, 
nose,  and  throat”  specialist  may  be  con- 
sulted— the  better.  It  is  useless  my  giv- 
ing a prescription  for  it;  it  needs  proper  and 
systematic  local  treatment. 

? Varicocele  (“Trowbridge”). — Tlie 

swelling  is  probably  due  to  varicocele — en- 
largement of  the  veins.  Treatment : (1)  Pal- 
liative, bathing  with  cold  water,  and  using 
suspensory  bandage.  (2)  Curative,  opera- 
tion. Consult  a good  surgeon  as  to  diag- 
nosis and  treatment.  Only  by  a personal 
examination. can  one  be  certain.  I commend 
your  letter  as  'a  model  of  conciseness,  defi- 
niteness, and  brevity. 

? Eczema  on  Forehead  (“  Ambrose  ”). — 
The  condition  is  probably  due  to  eczema, 
which  sometimes  affects  your  face  after  ex- 
posure to  cold  winds,  etc.  The  constant  use 
of  bofiftcie  and. zinc  ointment  will  help,  using 
no  soap  or  water  to  the  part,  .but  cleansing 
with  olive  oil,  and  avoiding  scratching  and 
rubbing,  and  protecting  it  from  colil. air,  etc. 
Should  the  condition  resist  this  treatment, 
try  a lotion  of  liquor  carbon  is  detergens,  2 
drachms  to  a pint  of  water,  alternately  with 
the  ointment.  * 


Epilepsy,  op  Hysterical  Fits  (“  Mary 
C.”).— It  is  very  important  to  settle  which 
of  these  is  the  cause  of  the  “attacks.” 
Here  are  the  main  distinctions: — (1)  In 
epilepsy  the  patient  gees  completely  uncon- 
scious; is  in  convulsions:  froths  at  the 
mouth,  sometimes  biting  the  tongue,  when 
the  froth  ivili-.be  blcqd-stained;  the  patient 
is  dazed  and  stupid  for  seine  time  aitc-r  the 
convulsion  has-  passed.  (2)  In  hysteria  the 
patient  is  not  quite  unconscious;  is  not  in 
tme  convulsions;  does  not  bite  the  tongue; 
scon  recovers  her  normal  condition.  In 
some  cases  only  a doctor  can  diagnose  the 
condition. 


Spasmodic  Dyspepsia  (“  Max  ”).— Your 
attacks  of  pain  6eem  to  be  due  to  sudden 
spasms  in  the  stomach,  probably  due  to  a 
form  of  dyspepsia,  from  tome  article  of  food 
which  is  not  digesting  properly,  the  faint- 
ness accompanying  the  attack  being  du&  to 
the  spasm  transmitted  to  the  heart.  What 
I should  advise  is  care  in  your  diet,  avoiding 
any  special  article  which  you  might  blame, 
finding  this  out  by  experience,  avoiding  con- 
stipation, living  hygiemcnlly  and  carefully, 


taking  a good  deal  of  out-of-doors  exercise, 
and  such-like  living,-  and  doing  all  you  can 


to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  the  attacks, 
this  being  so  much  bettor  than  having  to 
treat  them  by  such  means  as  you  detail  in 
your  letter ; and  being  particularly  careful 
about  the  use  of  the  brandy  you  refer  to, 
which,  after  all,  is  only  a temporary  seda- 
tive and  " pain-luller,”  and  no  “cure”  or 
preventive  of  the  trouble. 


CALENDAR. 


FEBRUARY. 


Psoriasis. — As  “A  Reader  of  the  ‘Co- 
operative News’  for  a number  of  years,” 
who  “ read s with  interest  our  Medical  lie- 
plies,”  you  must  have  seen  some  of  these 
with  reference  to  psoriasis,  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  a very  obstinate  skin  trouble  to 
get  rid  of,  thus  confirming  your  own  ex- 

f>erience  that  “ doctors’  ” treatment  takes 
ittle  or  no  effect  upon  yours.  The  one 
satisfaction  about  it  is  that  it  does  not  affect 
tho  general  health,  even  though  it  may  last_ 
a very  long  time;  and  it  is  sometimes  called 
“ the  skin  disease  of  the  healthy.”  Often 
the  best  treatment  of  it  is  to  leave  it  alone 
and  not  trouble  about  it  at  all.  If  some 
medicinal  treatment  is  desired,  the  best  is  by 
the  internal  administration  of  arsenic,  under 
doctor's  prescription,  and  the  external  ap- 
plication of  some  preparation  of  tar.  This 
is  one  of  the  “ straightforward  replies  ” 
jou  say  you  admire  in  our  Medical  Column, 


3 F.  Women's  Guild.— Lincoln  District  Conference, 

in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Lincoln,  at  2-45 
p.tn.  Subject  lor  discussion  : " The  Dividing 
of  the  District.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  Unsworth. 

4 S.  Association  of  Joint  Committees  of  Mannge- 

-nent.— Conference  at  Holyoake  House,  Huji- 
3ver-strect,  Manchester.  ’ Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " Reserve  Funds.”  Paper  by  Mr. 

A.  Hynd  (Failsworth). 

„ „ Central  Education  CcminiUee.—Confeier.ce  in 

- the  Assembly  Hail,  09,  Leman -street,  Lon- 
don, E.,  nt  2-45  p.iii.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Organisation  of  Junior  Co-operators.” 
Speaker,  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A. 

,,  „ Co-operative  Party  (Clayton  nt:U  Mossley  Divi- 
sional Council).— Conference  fn  the  Lecture 
Hall,  Oldhaut-road,  Failsworth,  at  2-<5  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : ” The  Evolution  of 
Co-operative  Politics.”  Speaker,  Mrs. 
Christie  (National  Co-operative  Party). 

„ „ Midland  Section  (Leicester  and  Coventry  Dis- 
trict Conference  Associations). — Joint  Con- 
foronce,  in  Co-operative  Hall,  Lorg-street, 
Great  Wigs  ion,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  ior  dis- 
cussion'*- '' The  Cfc-operativc  Movement  and 
its  Kelntiorship  to  Present-Day  Social  and 
Industrial  Problems";  to  be  introduced  by 
Mr.  H.  Olayson. 

„ Midland  Section.— Shropshire  and  Mid-Wales 
D. strict  Conference,  in  the  Engl  sli  Wesleyan 
School,  Oswestry,  al  3-30  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Financial  Stability  and  Busi- 
nc.ss  Expansion  ”,  to  be  introduced  by  Coun- 
cillor E.  Griffiths  (Shrewsbury). 

„ „ Midland  Section  and  Co-operative  Party.— Con- 
ferences in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Rugby,  nt 
2-30  p.m.  Speaker,  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins.  And 
in  the  Church  Parlour.  Albert  Hall,  Not- 
tingham, at  2-30  p.m.  Speaker,  Mr.  S.  F. 
Perry,  J.P.  Subject  for  discussion:  "The 
Co-operative  Party.” 

„ „ Northern  Section  and  Co-operative  Party.— 
Conference  in  the  C.W.S.  Dining  Hall,  West 
Bliuidlord-street,  -Newcastlc-on-Tyne,  at  2-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  tliscu^ion  : " The  Co-opc- 
rdtlve  Party.'  Speaker,  Mr.  J.  31.  Gillums. 

„ „ South-Western  Section  and  Co-operative  Party. 

— Conference  in  the  Co-operative  Educational 
Room,  St.  Sidwell-strect,  Exeter,  nt  2-30 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : ” The  Co-ope- 
rative Puny.”  Speaker,  31r.  C.  Dfircli. 

,.  ,,  Western  Section  nnd  Co-operniive  Party.— Con- 
ference nt  the  C.W.S.  Depot.  Cardiff,  at  3 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : ” The  Co- 
operative Party."  Speaker,  iMr.  A.  II.  Jcncs. 

,,  ,,  .-Win.  Thomson  and  Sons  Ltd.  (Huddersfield). — 

| i Annual  Meeting,  at  Woodluiuso  Mills,  Hud- 
‘ "dtfrsfield,  at  3 p.m. 

,,  „ Women’s  Guild. — North  Lancashire  District 
Conference,  in  the  Central  Hall,  Lancaster- 
read,  Preston,  ot  3-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : - ” Women  on  Co-operative  Boards 
and  Committees-  Speaker,  Mrs.  Greenwood 
( ftdeh  dale).- 

6 M.  Co-operators'  Educational  Fellowship  (Man- 
chester Branch). — Fourth  Lecture  of  series 
on  The  Social  Problem  and  Revolutionary 
Theories,  at  Holyoake  House,  at  7-15  p.m. 
Lecturer:  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer.  Subject 
" Anarchism." 

o„  „ Women's  Guild  (Stafford  District).— Officials' 
Classes,  in  ilia  Co-opexatiye  Hall,  Bridge- 
street,  Walsall,  at  g-M  p.m,  Teacher,  Mrs. 
Unswortli  (sectional  secretary). 

11  S.  Co-operative  Students'  Fejli'wy.iip  (Merseyside 
Branch). — Meeting  In  the  Boird  Room,  162, 
Walton-road,  Liverpool,  at  7 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  ; “ A Review  of  Go-operative 
Education."  Speaker,  Professor  F.  Hall, 
M.A. 

,,  ,,  Midland  Convalescent  Fund. — Annual  3Ieetirg, 
in  the  Lecture  Hull,  High-street,  Birming- 
ham, at  3 p.m. 

„ „ Ncrth-Westcrn  Section  and.  Co-operative  Party. 

Conferences  in  the  People’s  Hall,  Leeds,  at 
2r30  p.m.  Sjxaker.  Mr.  E.  Wliiteley.  And 
in  the  Mitchell  Hall,  Manchester,  nt  2-30 
p.m.  Speaker,  Mr:  G.  Ctoder.ougli.  Subject 
for  discussion:  "Tlie  Co-oporativo  Party." 

„ ,,  Southern  Section  and  Co-operative  Party. — 
Conference  nt  99,  Lemnn-strect,  London,  E., 
ot  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Tlie 
Co -operative  Party."  Speaker,  Mr.  A. 
Barnes. 

,,  ,,  South-Western  Convalescent  Fund. — Annual 
Meeting,  nt  St.  Sidwell’s,  Exeter,  at  2-30  p.m. 

,,  „ ( South-Western  Educational  Association.— Con- 
ference in  the  C.W.S.  Premises,  Broad  Quay, 
Bristol,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion: 
"Educational  Associations  and  Their  Work." 

' Speaker,  Mr,  A.  W.  Cox  (Bristol). 

,,  „ Western  Co-operative  Convalescent'  Fund- — 
Annual  Meeting,  at  C.W.S.  Depot-,  Cardiff, 
at  3 p.m. 

,,  „ Women's  Guild. — Derby  District  Conference,  in 
foe  Co-operative  Hall,  Cromford-road,  Lang- 
ley Mill,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Co-operative  Needs  and  the  Sources 
ol  Supply."  Spwuker,  Mrs.  Eva  Christie. 

14  Tu.  Nottingh.-un  Society. — Annual  Festival.  Speaker, 

Mr.  Neil  Maclean,  M.P. 

15  W.  Women’s  Guild — Manchester  District  Confer- 

-ence,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Market-street, 
Dvoylsden,  at  2;30  p.m.  Address  on  " The 
Co-operative  Party,"  Speaker,  Mrs.  Penny, 
C.C.  Member. 

>,  . Women's  Guild  (Rochdale  District).— One  Day's 

School,  in  the  Guild  Room,  1-Ieywocd,  nt  3 
oral  6-30  p.m.  Teacher,  Blrs.  Greenwood 
(Sectioifol  Council). 

18  S.  Midlund  Section, — Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Freeman-street, 
G-rimsbv,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Two  Articles  ir.  the  ' Co-operative 
News’  of  January  14th";  to  be  introduced 
by  Mr.  H.  Savage  (Grimsby). 

23  Th.  Women's  Guild — Slieerncss  District  Conference. 

in  the  Devonshire  Rooms,  Snodland,  nt  2-30 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " International 
Co-operation."  Paper  by  Mrs.  Bussey  (dis- 
trict committee). 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  CLE-.KS 
and  Administrative  Workers. 


Administrative  Workers  of  all  grades  nre  Invited  to 
write  for  particulars  to  tlio  District  Secretary,  36, 
Baldwin  Street,  Bristol.  Telephone,  5324. 


PAY  DIVIDENDS 


iMachanical  TilLS 


| obtain. 


Q.W.  S. 
Elaction  of 
Scru  tin  ears. 


The  TYLDESLEY  AND 
DISTRICT  Industrial 
Co-oper itive  Society 
Limited  respectfully  re- 
quest the  support  ol  the 
Shareholding  Societies 
lor  Mr. 


LEWIS  BATTERSBY 


Who  for  over  twenty  years  has  occupied  a sent  on  their  Manage- 
ment Committee,  and  has  been  an  octive  worker  in  connection 
with  the  Movement  lor  over  thirty  years.  He  jma  always  shown 


luien  business  capacity  in  th:  affairs  connected  with  the  Movement, 
nnd  his  trustworthiness  and  zealous  work  is  well  known  in  boln  the 
Manchester  and  Dalton  districts. 


He  is  a man  of  sound  judgment,  Pnd  in  every  way  qualified 
for  the  position  la  which  he  is  nominated. 


Vote  for  Battersby,  of  Tyldesley. 


THE  GO-OPEB&TiVE  UNION  Ld., 


EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 
Holyoake  House,  Hinover  Street,  Manchester. 


Copies  of  Circulars  relating  to  the  following  matters, 
may  be- had  on  application  : 

1.  — Forthcoming  Examinations: 

Examination  dates  and  last  dates  for  re- 
ceiving applications  to  sit  for  examination. 

2.  — Easier  Week-end  cf  1922. 

To  be  held  at  Gloucester.  All  Co- 
operators  welcome. 

3.  — Jubilee fiesearch  Scholarships  (Two): 

Value  £40  each. 

4 — Prize  Essay  Scheme  for  th:  present 
session : 

Subject:  “ How  can  Co-operators  best  apply  the 
Lessons  of  the  War  in  their  Educational  Work." 

5.  — British  (A  ’ a t)  Summer  School?,  1922 

(Ready  February  20th), 

6.  — International  Summer  School  at 

Brussels,  July  22ad  to  August  8th 

(Ready  March  1st). 


ECONOMICAL  and  SURE. 
. INVESTIGATE  and  DIS- 
CO VF,  It  the  SAVING 
IN  TIME  and  CON- 
g VFNIENCES  you  will 


C.  H.  CLEDHILL  AND 
; SONS  LTD.. 

24,  Trinity  Work.,  Halifax 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE  3 
ALLIED  WORKERS-TheN.U.D.A.W.  ; 


‘THE NEW  DAWN”! 


. ...  " Readable  " Trad:  Union 
' Tcper.  Published  fortnightly  - 
fl  len  Saturday:).  Pries  id., 
f Iroin  bicn-h  rccrclaricv  or  3d.  I 
I 0*1  lice  ironi  Central  O.lics — | 
” Oaklty,"  Wilmdow  KoaJ, 
FuJInwfis'.d.  iVlai  ' 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


CONFECTIONER.— Wanted,  FOREMAN  to  fake  en- 
tire charge  of  department;  must  b"  well  up  in 
the -trade  and  be  able  to  produce  high-class  goods; 
piping  and  iced  goods;  also  French  pastries;  present 
wage  (p:r  scale),  £5  113.  per  week;  this  can  »be  in- 
<5 teased  by  a capable  man. — By  letter  to  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.,  15,  Cttiro-sfcreet,  Warrington,  by  February 
10. h,  endci s:d  “ ConfegUoner."  * 

(TdNFECTiONER.— ' Wanted  at  once,  FIRST  HAND; 

J must  be  good  all-round  hand;  good  opening  for 
right  man.— Apply,  giving  age,  experience,  and  wage 
required,  to  Uereml  Manager,  Co-operative  Society 
Lniited,  High-si, rcct,  Rochester. 

DRAPERY  MANAGERESS  Wanted;  sales  £5,CC0  per 
ar-num.— Apply,  stating  age,  wage,  and  qualifica- 
tions, also  giving  references,  on  or  Before  Tuesday 
evening4  next,  Febriwrv  7t!i,  to  Beverley  and 'District 
Co-operative  Socicdy  Ltd.,  Ycrks. 


Drapery  manager  and  buyer.— Wanted,  a 

smart,  energetic,  and  capable  MAN  to  take 
chatg?  of  the  Drapery,  Ready-Mades,  and  Bool  De- 
paitment,  ur.drr  the  supervision  of  general  manager; 
membership  930;  N.U.C.O.  scale. — Applications,  together 
with  r.ot  more  than  two  copies  of  rci  eat  testimonials, 
to  reach  the  Society's  Officv,  not  later  than  Thursday, 
February 'lGth,  addressed  Easir.gton  Lane  Co-operative 
Society  " Limited,  lletton-lc-Holc,  Durham,  endorsed 
cry  Jltuiagt 


ior  FAD-MILLINER.— Thoroughly  experienced  YOUNG 
JT1  LADY  Required;  competent  to  open  out  and 
develop  a millinc-fy  business,  ami  to  buy  under  super- 
visor. of  drapery  'manager.— Apply  by  letter,  r.ot  later 
Until  Monday,  February  6th,  slating  age  und  full  par- 
ticulars, lo  tlie  Co-opo-rative  Society  Ltd.,  34,  Mill- 
Btrec-t,  Coraleton. 


Representatives  Wanted  to  can  at  Gen  >rai 
Stores,  to  sell  proprietarv  articles  on  commission. 
—Address  letters  only,  W.  STEPHENS,  48,  Bailgate, 

IIIE  N.U.D.A.W. 


THE  N.U.D.A.W.  request  all  members  employed 
in  the  butchering  departments  not  to  under.- nke 
work  to  the  dcbrimenl  of  the  slaughtermen  locked  out 
at  London,  Liverpool,  Wallasey,.  Birkenhead,  and  other 

affected  areas. 

;H  !■:  Roi'hdal  ■ Iviuilahlo  l’i-'i. 


T1'  thank  all  applicants  for  the mosilio^  of  GENERAL 
MANAGER,  and  to  intimate  an  appointment  has  now 
been 


THE  Coainiittee  of  the  Godaiming  Co-operative  So- 
ciety  bog  to  thank  applicants  for  positions  re- 
cently advertised,  and  to  inform  them  that  appoint- 
jnenis  have  been  nuide. 


THE  Committee  of  Uie  Iforwicli  Indnstrial  Co-opera- 
tive Sooietv  Ltd.  d-sire  to  thank  nil  appli'-ants 
for  tlie  position  of  SECRETARY  and  ACCOUNTANT  to 
Harwich  Societv,  and  to  .say  tlie  postUon  has  now  been 

filled. 

IKE  Dov 


THE  Dove  Holes  Co-opendive  Society  desires  to 
thank  all  applicants  for  the  position  of  DRAPERY 
ASSISTANT,  and  lo  ir.tiuiate  that  the  positiou  is  now 

nilceT.  _ L_‘ 

WTSTAN'LED,  MANAGER  wJ  BUYER  for  Drnperv  and 
YY  M'.llinerv  Department ; central  end  two  bran.  lie.-. 
—Applications’  not  later  than  February  10th,  stating 
og-,  wages,  and  t -x-porienec,  to  the  Oommitee,  Co-cpera- 
tivc  Society,  26,  Park-street,  Weymouth. 


TSTANTED;  n go  d all  round  ASSISTANT  for  Grcoery 
Y V and  provisions  in  small  country  store.— State 
a exp'rience,  and  wage  required,  Carterton  Co- 
operative Society,  Cao-leitou,  CUndeld,  Oxon. 

WANTED,  MANAGER  and  BUYER  for  Butchering 
Depart ment;  central  ond  26  branches;  annual 
turnover  £150,000;  must  have  had  previous  experience 
in  managing;  state  age,  wages  required,  and  experi- 
cifcc. — Applications,  to  be  indorsed  " Butehenng  iM.in- 
" and  to  be  at  l-he  Secretary's  Office,  Eolt-.n  Co- 
_ ,ve  Society,  not  later  than  tho  first  post  on 
day,  February  6th. 


ager, 


T 717 ANTED,  to  take  d'.arge  ot  Bakery,  flr.d-claes 
YY  CONFECTIONER;  prepared  to  assist  witJj  bread 
and  to  be  responsible  for  all  goods  produced;  trade 
capable  oi  great  development ; wages  paid  according 


to' lade  union  scale,  namely,  £6  4's.  9d.  per 
Appl  Teat  ions,  stating  age,  experience,  ond  qualinou- 


tionx,  to  be  oddrere-ed  to  the  Secretary,  Industrial 
Siviety  Ltd.,  Smvth-stree*.  Wakefield,  endorsed  " Con- 
fretioner."  not  later  than  February  Slli. 


-k-x/’ANTED.  a smart  MAN  to  take  ci large,  under 
\\  general  manager,  of  new  drapery,  millinery, 
and  cents'  outfitting  department;  must  be  a good 
window  dressrr.— Apply,  stating  age.  experience,  and 
wages  required,  with  copies  ct  two  recent  testimonial! 
(which  will  not  be 
Newark,  Nottr 


■ned),  to-  Co-operative  Society 


'•"’iTANTED,  competent  MILLINER  and  SALES- 
W WOMAN-— Applications,  stating  wages,  with 
reference,  to  t>e  sent  to  the  General  Committee,  231, 

Winsover-ioad,  Spalding. 

clutrg. 


1H TASTED,  a YOUNG  LADY 
\ V Drapery  and  Boot  and  Shoo  Dcpar-tment,  under 
supervision  ol  general  ^manager.— AppHcaUr-  •- 


7Ui, 


ilJrrsvd  to  L. 


... before  Fcbi 

Strong  , Manager,  Bakewe’.l  Co-operat  ive  ixxn-ty. 

1’OUNG  LADY  ASSISTANT,  experienced,  for  Drapery 
X and  Mixed  Department.  High  Wyoombe.— Apply, 
Ghesham  and  Wyiomlie  Co-of«raUve  Society,  Brxidwuy, 
Chesbam,  giving  full  particulars. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


AN  enthusiastic  co -operator,  with  26  years’  know- 
ledge of  the  pottery  trade.-  (both  liiiuvufectuiirg 
and  .buying),  desires  POST  in  the  Crockery  Department 
ol  any  society  in  tlx-  movement;  exp1  rt  and  whole- 
hearted service  would  be  given;  most  s-arvlrng  in- 
quiries invited;  aged  40.— Box  40,  " Co-operative  Nc'vs," 
Manchester. 


Assistants,  managers,  euyers.  ware- 

MOUSE31EN.  CLERKS,  PACKERS,  nnd  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  witli- 
gootl  references,  ior  any  distributive  deportm-ml.  apply, 
JOHN  T'u'RN.su,  General  Socrelary.  National  Aiiiuigaiuatcd 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilk»-  House,  Malet-strset,  London,  W.C.l. 


BAKER  and  CONFECTIONER;  silgle;  aged  38; 

well  up  in  bread,  caltrs,  > r.  ills,  iccirg  and  piping) 
se-.'K  Sduation;  go  al  references.— Box  42,  " tVop-.-ru- 
live  News,"  Mai’.che&ler. 


AKERS,— Societies  in  a:  ;,'  part  oi  England  or 
Wales  : quirirg  Operative  Bakers  of  ar.y  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banhkld,  General  Secre- 
tary, Aniiilgeiiintcd  Union  ni  (';■  raTive  Bakers  aud  Cou- 
fectionars,  67,  Sydney  s'  root,  Ixmdon,  S.W. 

SPABiM  BAfCIFF-.  m.  . • d - ■ good  all- 

' round  WORKING  FARM  BAILIFF,  with  life  ex- 
perience,  d.'.iry  or  arable,  tlie  S-.nith  U-roJ.nd  i:t:d 
Netlicrton  to-operative  S-ciety  Ltd.,  Nethcrton,  nt-.ix 
Huddersfield,  wish  to  rccoiiuiiend  the: r farm  bailiff, 
John  William  Clarke,  for  a similar  position,  us  they 
ore  giving  up  farming. 

HORSE  FOREMAN  (working)  Requires  SITUA- 
TION ; good  - rgr.-r.  used  to  control 
>ife  experience  with  iiora^ ; undeniable  ref-wiice  ironi 
pre-ent  -fM-iely;  di-tar  e i.  n objected  to, — Ap(Jy, 
" B..”  4.22/,  " Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 

I®  OUN OSMAN,  Bread  er.d  Grocery  ; oh  jierutive  c.<- 
4 i-.'ii>:.ce;  "Ford”  or  van;  or  .-took  and  order 
eoui.'et;  aged  45.— G.  FUlAEli,  Higli- 


M ISCELL  AN  EOU3. 


A GOOD  IDEA. — The  " PRIMO  " System  of  Paper 
Letter  Cutting  for  nuik  ng  window  displajs  — 
Patt  rr_s  ;.nd  method,  2s.  pest  tree.—"  Primo,"  Dept. 
B.,  27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool 

NTu.  D.  a!  V/.— MA NCR  ESTER  EQUITABLE  IJH  ANT  It. 

ANNUAL  DELEGATE  MEETING  (National  Health 
Insurance  Section).— N.-W.  DIVISIONAL  ELEC- 
TION. Tho  above  branch  have  again  nominated  their 
Insurance  Section's  Secretary,  Mr.  U.  LYNCH,  us  a 
candidate  for  tho  above  election.  He  re  tlie  tyjx1  of 
man  required  to  look  after  your  interests  and  the 
interests  of  tho  organisation  generally.  The  eonmntieo 
have  no  hesiteti-m  in  soliciting  youi  vote  cn  his  behulf. 
—II.  V.  DESTON,  President.  

DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  tho  real  thing, 
noted  W„.  world  over.  Also  CREAM  t HF.KSK, 
MILK-FED.  Ilt\ME-CURED  HAMS  nnd  BACON,  uup- 
plied  by  the  Calhodtal  Dairy.  Exctor,  " the  home  ol 
Devonshire  Clotted  Cream."—  Proprietors.  Exi  t-  r ( o- 
operative  nrd  Indu-triai  Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwelt-at., 
~ " ■ and  all  particulnra  on  application. 


IP  REE. — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  ut  your  ramc  and 
' address;  also  particulars  ol  money  making  spare- 
tiinT'-agency.— E.  Rkhkoiid,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 
~ NON-SMELLING  FIRELIGHTERS. 


>D  PACKEfS;  17-  gro-s  packrls; 


Firelight  Supplies 
WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN'  FIVE  DAYS. 


..NYTH1NG  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Id. 'it  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  K.-Uibli. ■.iii'd  1C87. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  Th«  Bakery  Filter,  Pendleton. 


INCREASE  EFFICIENCY.— WINDOW  DISPLAY  LET- 
TERING and  FIGURES,  in  dainty  iii-t-:  pvt-terfu.  and 
expert  insi  ruetton,  Rs.  9d. ; compfote  biremcss  outfit, 
5s.  6d.,  (Kiat  free.— Conway  Sign  Service,  Broadway, 


OFFICE  FURNITURE  and  APPLIANCES  ol  all 
kinds;  it.' N K PAPER,  2-.  |-;r  ream;  CARBONS, 


16),  Bri>l‘.. 


- r;quir. 


Bun 


nghat 
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1710 R HUMANE 
? riemte*  Mind  |i  >‘  tiard, 
of  birth,  day  ol  month,  an 
possible;  n!i*o  win's e conce 
ago.  With 


iilfsex,  . 
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nd  place 
"ncor  an 
. first  came  asid  at  wliat 
I may  be  uble  lo  find  a 
S.,"  7,  NcUle  Bank,  Smoll- 


■ I/d,  fog 


rhAllK  Barnsley  liriii  h Co-opmativ. 

JL  to  inform  :--t i-. that  they  nave  PEGGIES, 
RUBBING  BOARDS,  and  BRUSH  STOCKS  alwnya  on 
hand  and  can  give  quick  DESPATCH;  best  workman- 

th’p  guaranteed.  A trial  order  solicited.  

ANTED.  n!i  Co-operafot«  "lien  in  Leeds  to  DINK 
Y f at  the  I/teds  Ir.du  ti  ia!  Co-operative  Society  # 
Restaurant.  . 

Quality  is  Right.  Prices  are  Right. 

Note  the  Addr  -s  : ALBION  STREET.  

"TTrEDALE  COOPERATIVE  WORSTED  MANUEAC- 
A TURING  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Mukeri  of  DR1NS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
ALo  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 


nt-.). 


Samples  sent  to  Siteiclies  on  application 
Addres3.  Ft  LIOX  Srna.7.  B‘:.iDfoItt>,  \or.KS.  lrrl.  No. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


OUTHEMN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTER TAINMKN  l' 

' AGENCY.  (Lu-fcci'cd  by  L.C.C.).— Write  fur  — 


» K Hiebw.i*. 


I Pr. 


' i 


T 


10  LECTURE  SECRETARIES  -AMY  aid  FRU1 
HOBDAY  R.  quire  ENGAGEMENTS;  Violin  ond 
:o  Concert t,  or  Wdii.l.-Evi-ning  L'cluie  R«  ,t  .■  . 
ufor  clav-ical,  educational;  exten*ive  repr-rtoire  — 
term.  Ac.,  mljfra*.  E.  HoiUnY.  Gfoufleld,  ltelic-1-  r 
HK  LATEST  BUGOESS  -"  THE  STARS  AND 
STRIPES  Iteffned  CvncAy  Concert  Hartjr.  (rp^u 


:0r»CL  45,  ilary  street,  Harp'tfhcy,  31a 


■.-Apply,  C.  Ann- 


31am.  heater. 


February  4,  192;. 
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Aids 

Digestion. 

Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and- 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

HoYIS 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
ofteu  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  Is  why  HOVIS  Is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


TOUR  BAKER  BAKES  IT. 


If  TtH 
w ait 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TOHM 


Try 

SPEROPE 

Brand. 


HOLYOAKE  Brand. 

THE  BEST  FOll  ALL  WEAK. 

Ask  at  your  btores  for  them. 

gHAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Moat  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


JC.L,"  “ Eccles,"  " Climax,"  and  otlior  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  " SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches  : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  K.O. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Cive3  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd„  London, 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

FOR  — 

CHOCOLATE  AND  COCOA 
MACHINERY. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


Head  Officrs:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINCSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.  2.  ' 

Telephone:  PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telecoms  : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH.  Works:  WILLE3DEN 
JUNCTION,  LONDON.  N.W.  10.  PETERBOROUGH.  Branch^:  70.  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW,  72,  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL.’ 


E 0 H a B 5 

□ 


— V)$e  Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes.  — ■ i 

DRUMMER 

^ ^ SHADES.  Can  be 

• ft  bought  at  all  Co-operative  Store*. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 

i ■ Makers  of  Edges’  "3)oUy  SBhie"  § “ ZDolly  ISream." 


CONFECTIONERY  TRAYS 

BOTTOMS  IN  ONE  PIECE. 


Is  tk  BOO<5  for 

w Boys  w 


Boys' 

tftiReli 
y\,'  Best  Value 


\ Smart:  :1leliabU.  1 


& 

; ¥ r„| 

feitOuAWclythc  Li  [ 

Crompton  Boor  /VWu&ctss, 

I & LI  WeA, , Didxmuaji 


w* 


“Cbe  1 

ideal’’ 

Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement, 

• 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 

Worts  - WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

«»k«rs  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Crandrelles,  Flannelette, 
Silcslns,  Linenettes.  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Linings ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pll!ar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Cilice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round . 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington  ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W,  Ry. 

Tennis.  Bowlixo.  Ouook  Golf.  Croquet. 

Billiabds.  Near  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch.  Noar  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Oo-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Cuid,  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  II  Moderate  in  Price . 

MANUFACTURED  BV 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Boo  Hivo  Works,  Droylsden. 

\Kf  A,  T 17  AirCo-operators  fif 

VV  /-*. LV  1 Trade  Unionists 

to  nsk  at  their  Storea  for 

“Self-Help”  Br„Vd  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satiafaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Olosine 
Twist,  Tailors  Button-Hole  Twist,  &c.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops.  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agtnts  : Tht  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makors  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies'  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-oate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 

Thomson’s  Sfiffi?  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Hills,  HHDDEBS  FIELD. 

Bole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

I M. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Rcgd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts^&c. 

C»a  he  had  at  CO-OPERATIVE  BTORES  ONLY. 
Please  ask  f.r  them. 


wr 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO- OPERATIVE 

- BRAND  

on 

MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

and 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


" I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


[Continued  from  page  one.] 

as  in  Lambeth ; in  Cumberland  as 
easily  as  in  Camberwell ; in  Durham 
as  in  Dorset.  The  business  in  such 
productions  is  chiefly  in  the  south  and 
the  midlands.  It  is  growing  in  the 
north;  it  can  become  a big  thing  if 
managers  will  show  the  posters  and  the 
glasses  and  make  the 

WHEATSHEAF  FISH  AND 
MEAT  PASTES 

as  popular  as  are  the  Jennie  Brand  of 
iierringsinTomato  and  the  Norfolk  loops 
Here  is  a list  of  the  co-operative  pro- 
ductrons  glassed  in  the  Wheatsheaf 


container  that  gets  its  lid  at  the 
store 

Meat  Pastes. 

Chicken  and  Ham  Beef 

Turkey  and  Tongue  Wild  Duck 
Chicken,  Ham,  & Tongue  Game 
Tongue  Grouse 

^aru  Mixed  Viands 

Fish  Pastes. 

Salmon  - Kippers 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  Lobster 

Salmon  and  Anchovy  Crab 

Bloater  Anchovy 

Shrimp 

There  should  be  NO  DIFFICULTY 
IN  GETTING  ANY  OF  THESE 
Wheatsheaf  brands  from  the  local  store. 


If  they  have  run  out  of  supplies  just 
order  the  particular  paste  you  require  ; 
and  tell  the  shopman  you  will  take  it 
the  following  week.  It  can  be  obtained 
without  delay  from  the  C.W.S.  Preserved 
Food  and  Fish  Cannery,  94-98,  King- 
street,  Great  Yarmouth,  to  which 
address  or  to  the  Fish  Section  at  Man- 
chester orders  from  societies  should  be 
sent. 

TO  WOMEN  GUILD 
SECRETARIES. 

Secretaries  of  guilds  are  invited  to 
read  the  foregoing  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  branch,  and  invite  their  members 
to  see  that  they  get  the  glass  lid  when 


they  buy  a glass  of  W’heatsbeaf  Paste 
at  the  store. 

LOOK  IN  THE  WINDOWS. 

Every  co-operative  grocery  window 
should  make  a bold  show  of  the  Wheat- 
sheaf Paste.  It  is  the  great  selling 
line  for  February.  Get  ready,  therefore, 
for  big  business  ; and  remember  that 
it  is  the  JVHEATSHEAF  CONTAINERS 
that  secure  the  glass  lid. 


T>_ 
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$cod  Understandings — 

WHEATSHEAF  BOOTS 

Sold  at  all  Stores ■ 


February  -4,  1922. 


When  your  lad  becomes  16  let  him  take  up 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

through  the  C.W.S.  Section. 

The  Local  Secretary  will  tell  you  about  it. 


LATEST  FROM 

EVERYWHERE. 

EGGS  FOR  ALL. 

A Gainsborough  poultry  keeper  pur- 
chased from  the  C.W.S.  Birdie  Brow  Farm 
last  May  a hen.  with  twelve  day-old  chicks. 
Out  of  this  lot  he  had  seven  pullets,  and 
the  record  of  eggs  is  as  follows:  — 
Commenced  laying  November  11th,  1921  : — ; 

November  11th  to  17th  6 eggs. 

November  18th  to  24th  10  ,, 

November  25th  to  Dec."  1st  ...  27  ,, 

December  2nd  to  8th  34  ,, 

December-, 9th  to  15th  33  ,, 

December  16th  to  22nd  ......  35  M 

December  23rd  to  29th  39  ,, 

Deoember  30th  to  Jan.  5th  ...  33  ,, 

Jan.  6th  ^o  lOtii  (five  days)  25  „ 

242 

Evidently 'C.W.S.  pullets  are  good  egg  pro- 
ducers, and  such  a record  as  this  should 
give  confidence  to  members  of  other  socie- 
ties who  want  to  have  their  egg  baskets 
well  filled  during  next  winter.  Local  store 
managers  can  everywhere  do  much  to  help 
forward  this  section  of  co-operative  trade. 
It  can  be  easily  and  pleasantly  maintained, 
especially  in  rural  districts  where  oppor- 
tunities for  the  business  are  of  really  big 
extent.  A 30  [Ip.  Price  List  will  be  issued 
shortly;  ask  your  manager  to  get  you  a copy. 


A CYCLING  CATALOGUE. 

For  the  1922  season  the  C.W.S.  cycle 
works  at  Tyseley,  Birmingham,  have  goL 
out  a new  catalogue,  and  this  will  be  sent 
to  store  managers  anxious  to  hand  copies 
to  members  interested  in  riding  co-opera- 
tive machines.  The  “ Federation  ” cycles 
are  now  on  show  at  the  Manchester,  New- 
castle, Loudon,  Bristol,  and  Cardiff  depots, 
the  prices  ranging  from  £6  17s.  6d.  for  the 
geut’s  “Federal”  machine,  to  £14  for  the 
‘‘Federation  Royal”  machine,  which  em- 
braces fitments,  of  a high-grade  character, 
individual  co-operators  sending  a postcard 
'to  the  woi'ks  can  OBTAIN  A COPY  OF 
.THE  CYCLE  CATALOGUE,  and  then  get 
ttheir  machines  through  their  own  local 
tatore.  This  is  a business  that  can  bo  well 


UQJ.ISD 


Pel.  aw 


[Iakey1  Pots*  Pans 

Shine 
Risht* 

Wilt 


3 


ITH 


Housewives’  Friend 

Made  by  tke  GW5  ar  PELAW 


developed  within  the  movement,  and  is  one 
that  ought  to  have  consideration  pretty 
generally. 


CO-OPERATIVE  MOTOR  BODIES. 

Co-opi.r ati v k committees  going  in  for 
icom  mere  Lai  motor  lorries  or  vans  should 
jtuke  special  care  that  the  vehicles  are 
(adapted  to  the  particular  needs  of  the  busi- 
ness for  which  they  are  required.'  There 
lure  limits  to  the  body  space  and  carrying 

rapacity  of  every'  chassis,  and  this  is  where 
he  specialised  knowledge  of  the  motor 
body  designer  and  builder  comes  in.  The 
motor  body  and  wheelwright  section  of  the 
C.W.S.  Building  Department  at  Broughton 
has  recently  concentrated  its  attention  on 
this  class  of  work,  and  is  well  able  to  deal 
with  special  types  of  vehicles  for  the  re- 
quirements of  retail  societies.  Managers, 
secretaries,  or  committees  of  such  distribu- 
tive concerns  should  take  an  early,  oppor- 

[Continued  on  fourth  column.] 

- 


'V'TNEGAR  from  the  C.W.S.  works  at 
T Middleton  is  obtainable  from  all  stores 
federated  with  the  C.W.S.  Ask  for  it  at 
voui  branch. 

T ]NDERWEAlt  for  men  and  women  is 
*■-  made  by  the  C.W.S.  at  their  well- 
known  hosierv  works  at  Huthwaite. 

X^URNITURE  for  every  home  is  made  in 
A-  C.W.S.  factories  at  Manchester, 
Pelaw-on-Tyne,  Bristol,  anti  Birmingham. 
When  you  buy  household  fittings,  inquire 
whole  they  were  made;  if  they  come  from 
the  C.W.S.  works  they  are  reliable. 

TEOSTERS  for  educational  committees 
A wishful  to  keep  the  co-operative  idea 
to  the  front  are  obtainable  from  the  C.W.S. 
Stationery  Department  at  Manchester.  Ask 
your  manager  to  make  inquiries. 

j-TEALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
the  equipment  of  every  home.  Careful 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALTS— pleasant,  effective,  and  pure. 
These  are  specially  prepared  in  the  C.W.S. 
Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-Tyne. 

“ T^OUND. — A delicious  luxury  for  the 
A tea  table,  namely,  the  C.W.S.  Jams. 
Once  used,  the  housewife  will  never  be  at 
a loss  to  know  what  treat  she  may  provide 
for  the  family.  Ask  at  your  local  Co-opera- 
tive Stores  for  the  C.W.S.  Jams,  being  the 
finest  obtainable.” 

"OOOTS  are  best  polished  when  pclishod 
yith  PELAW  POLISH— the  polish 
that  lessens  labour,  secures  the  durability 
of  the  leather,  and  adds  to  the  reputation 
of  co-operative  productions.  Ask  for  Pelaw 
Boot  Polish  when  next  at  the  Store.  If  it 
is  not  in  stock,  give  a definite  order  for  its 
supply. 

©EE  the  WHEATSHEAF  UNDERWEAR, 
^ which  is  supplied  from  every  store  that 
is  co-operative.  Loyal  co-operators  should 
always  ask  for  Wheutsheaf  Underwear  and 
Hosiery. 

©PORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
^ the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS  CATA- 
LOGUE from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 

TO  ASSES  of  fish  are  despatched  daily  from 
the  C.W.S.  Fish  centres.  Ask  your 

iltanager  to  order  one  lor  you — and  you — 
•and  you. 

[Continued  from  first  column.] 

tunity  of  VISITING  THE  WORKS  in 

Broughton-lane,  Manchester,  where  they 
will  find  a competent  staff  of  workmen  and 
up-to-date  workshops  well  able  to  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  the  movement. 


TOILET  SOAPS. 

The  C.W.S.  during  the  war  demonstrated 
what  it  could  do  in  keeping  down  the  price 
of  ordinary  household  soaps,  and  the  same 
good  influence  is  now  being  exerted  in  con- 
nection with  toilet  soaps  made  at  the  works. 
The  best  French  milled  toilets  are  now  being 
turned  out  in  large  quantities,  and  if  socie- 
ties would  take  note  of  the  suggestions 
made  in  the  January  Quarterly  Price  List, 
so  far  as  retail  prices  are  concerned,  there 
is  good  business  to  be  done  in  this  direc- 
tion. Among  the  specialities  are  medicated 
skin  soap,  milk  of  sulphur,  glycerine  and 
cucumber,  eucalyptus,  and  tablet-s  for  the 
bath  and  special  purposes.  The  C.W.S. 
soap  works  have  long  made  a study  of  toilet 
soaps,  .and  societies  that  stock  them  find  a 
growing  trade.  Guildswomen  are  persistent 
and  insistent  in  their  demand  for  C.W.S. 
toilet  soaps. 

“ NUTRIX.” 

Recently  we  published  a letter  from  a 
lady  who  had  found  “ Nutrix  ” of  special 
benefit  to  her  own  family.  Since  then  we 
learn  that  it  has  a place  in  the  Ambulance 
Room  of  the  C.W.S.  Soap  Works  at  irlam, 
where  it  has  proved  of  considerable  value 
in  cases  of  debility  or  shock.  Those  who 
have  partaken  of  “Nutrix”  speak  most 
highly'  of  its  flavour,  and  its  good  effects 
have  been  quickly  manifested  in  the  marked 
improvement  in  general  health  and  effi- 
ciency. Where  there  is  impaired  digestion, 
a tendency  to  tuberculosis,  or  other  devia- 
tion from  good  health,  this  C.W.S.  prepara- 
tion acts  as  an  invaluable  tonic. 


2/-  BASSES  OF  FISH. 

Many  societies  have  built  up  a good  trade 
in  supplying  basses  of  fish  from  the  C.W.S. 
fish  curing  station  at  Lowestoft  direct  to 
their  societies,  to  be  sold  at  5s.  or  3s.  re- 
tail. Now,  a 2s.  bass  has  been  introduced 
to  meet  the  demand  for  one  of  somewhat 
smaller  size  to  the  others.  This  is  enabling 
managers  in  rural  as  well  as  industrial  dis- 
tricts to  establish  a daily  supply  of  fish  to 
their  members.  The  fish  is  packed  direct 
from  the  trawl,  and  despatched  within  a few 
hours  from  the  time  it  is  swimming 
in'Tlie  sea.  The  basses  are  supplied  to  the 
societies  at  a wholesale  price  which  gives 
a reasonable  profit,  and  enables  those  man- 
agers who  are  able  to  secure  orders  for  a 
dozen  or  more  basses  to  develop  a highly 
satisfactory  trade. 


THE  COMING  HOLIDAY  SEASON. 

Thf.  “ Wheutsheaf  ” Guide  for  1922  is  in 
preparation,  and  members  of  sociAies  hav- 
ing apartments  to  let,  and  wishing  their 
names  to  be  included  therein,  should  send  a 
postcard  without  delay  to  the  “ Wheat- 
sheaf.,”  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  for  par- 
ticulars of  advertising  rates,  &c,  From 
what  happened  last  season,  it  is  evident 
that  the  “ Wheat-shea  1 ” Holiday  Guido 
constitutes  a valuable  advertising  medium, 
not  only  for  members  having  apartments  to 
let,  but  al?o  for  societies  anxious  to  main- 
tain their  business  during  the  summer 
season. 


i’rintad  owl  Published  by  the  National  Co-ophuttvb  Publis“'jio  Society  Limited,  at  their  Office*,  Long  Mill  gAte,  Manchester.— Saturday,  February  4th,  1922. 
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Shoes 

LOOK  WELL 

AND 

WEAR  WELL. 

/4SK  AT  THE  STORE. 


C.W.S.  PRODUCTION. 


UNITAS’ 

Handkerchief 

GENTS*  - Is. 
LADIES  5 id. 

' A Real 

Co-operative  Prodiicuja, 

SOLD  AT 
YOUR  STORE. 


No.  2,646.  No.  146.  New  Series. 


Saturday,  February  ii,  1922. 


PRICE  'I 
Registered  a 


The  Demand  For 

Wheatsheaf  Boots. 


L*ST  Week  we  publiitied  an  announcement,  lliat  owing 
lo  the  unprecedented  demand  far  the  Wheatsheaf 
Ladies'  Shoes  the  first  supplies  from  ihe  factory  were 
sold  out. 

Those  managers  who_ ordered  early  were  fortunate,  and 
those  who  were  a little  late  with  their  orders  will 
probably  be  in  the  first  flight  when  similar  announce- 
ments arc  made. 

Quantities  are  now  cmlng  Jorutard  daily,  and  at  all  the 
C.1F-S.  Depots — Manchester,  Neuxastle.  London,  Cardiff, 
Bristol,  Northampton,  &c.—full  supplies  of  the  \2s.6d. 
shoe  are  availaVc. 

In  addition  to  the  12.  6d.  ladies’  shoe*,  and  the 
1C*.  6d.  men's  boot. 

Another  Standard  Boot 

is  being  introduced. 

This  will  be  announced  in  our  nexUlssue.  and  is  certain 
to  prove  a popular  line.  Retail  managers  and  buyers 
aie  advised  to  get  their  supplies  ordered  lo  meet 
inquiries  from  members.  Just  as  in  the  cose  of  the 
ladies'  shoes  the  Movement  has  been  awakened  to  a 
great  recognition  o(  the  merits  ol  Wheatsheaf  Foot- 
wear, so  in  tile  case  of  the  men's  boots  big  things 
are  expected. 


BOOKS  TO  BUY 

! Guide  to  Welfare 
Work. 

By  C.  U.  KERR.  With 

illustrations  showing  Welfare 
Work  in  operation  at  the 
C.W.S.  aed  other  Factories. 
2s.  net.  Post  free,  2s.  2d. 

I 

* People’s  Year  Book, 
j 1922. 

A Comprehensive  Survey  of 
i the  Co-operative  and  Kindred 

A Movemenls  throughout  tho 

world.  2s.  6d.  net.  Pott 
l free,  3s. 


Published  by.  the 

Cc -operative  Press  Agency, 

BALLOON  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 


THE  COST  OF  LIVING. 

HAS  IT  FALLEN  SO  VERY  MUCH?  ESSENTIAL  THINGS  THAT  HAVE  STOOD  STILL 


FROM  A SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT. 


The  Best  Fire  Policy 

— IS  THE 

Co-operative  Policy 


This  is  issued  by  the  Co-operative  Insurance 
Society,  and  includes  properly  whilst 

1.  — Temporarily  removed  from  dwelling 

to  office  or  works. 

2.  — At  any  Bank- 

3.  — Deposited  in  any  laundry  or  trade 

^premises. 

4.  — On  the  person. 

5.  — In  transit. 

Ask  the  local  Co-operative  Insurance 
Agent  for  Prospectus  of  the 

f T C FIRE  POLICY 

THE  BFST  

109,  Corporation  St.,  Manchester. 


Iiow  does  tlie  cost  of  living  to-day 
compare  with  pre-war  times  ? This  is 
a question  upon  which  a vast  amount  of 
controversy  has  been  spent  during  the 
last  year  or  so,  and  without  arriving 
at  anything  like  a definite  or  satisfactory 
answer.  Practically  the  result  of  the 
discussion  is  the  formation  of  two  dis- 
tinct bodies  of  opinion  in  strong  oppo- 
sition to  each  other.  One,  consisting 
of  the  well-to-do  classes,  shelters  itself 
behind  the  official  view  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  generally  agrees  with  the 
news  and  figures  published  every  month 
by  that  department  of  the  Government. 
The  other,  and  much  the  larger  body 
of  the  two,  refuses  to  accept  the  official 
view  on  the  ground  mainly  that  the 
results  are  based  on  incomplete,  in- 
sufficient, and  generally  incorrect  data. 
Those  who  compose  the  last-named 
section  consist  of  the  industrial  and  lower 
middle  classes  of  wage-earners  in  bulk. 
The  leaders  of  the  Labour  and  Co-opera- 
tive Parties,  and  probably  every  house- 
wife in  the  land,  whose  husband  has  to 
cam  his  living. 

Board  of  Trade  Figures. 

Both  sides  agree  that  the  cost  of  living 
has  gradually  fallen  from  the  peak  of 
war  times  and  is  slowly  returning  to 
the  1914  conditions.  The  difficulty, 
however,  during  the  last  year  has  been 
to  settle  every  month  the  exact  position 
reached  in  this  return  stage  and  what 
it  definitely  means.  The  method  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  to  calculate  from 
returns  by  its  correspondents  in  various 
towns  and  villages  the  average  ebst  in 
the  preceding  month  of  rent,  rates, 
’clothes,  food,  and  other  things  which 
enter  into  the  general  cost  of  living  of  a 
workman  with  a wife  and  ramily,  and 
to  show  by  a figure  its  relation  to  the 
pte-vvar  figure.  The  January  return, 
for  instance,  showed  that  the  cost  of 
living  at  that  time . was  a little  under 
twice  the  cost  of  living  in  1914,  and 
February  promises  to  travel  further  in 
the  Same  direction.  Early  last  year  one 
ihtmth  showed  that  the  cost  was  nearly 
twice-and-a-half,  so  there  has  been  a 
considerable  drop.  Everyone  acknow- 
ledges tliis  fall,  which  has  occurred  in 
food  and  clothes,  and  the  gradual  de- 
crease in  the  cost  of  living  during  the 
last  year  has  been  due  entirely  to  the 
heavy  fall  in  the  wholesale  prices  of 
these  commodities,  which  had  taken 
place  six  months  previously,  slowly 
spreading  downwards  to  the  consumer. 
The  reluctance  of  many  retailers  to 
pass  on  'their  lower  prices  to  the  con- 
sumer must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
worst  features  of  the  food  situation  of 
last  year. 

This  reluctance — shared  also  by  some 
co-operative  societies — was  one  of  the 
reasons  why  the  housewife  first  began  to 
be  suspicious  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  returns.  She  read  the 
Board's  list  of  the  articles  reduced  during 
the  month,  but  when  she  went  shopping 
the  reductions  didn’t  materialise.  They 
often  did  not  reach  her  until  several 
months  afterwards  or  they  came  in  small 
amounts  with  long  intervals  between. 
When  the  husband  reading  that  the  cost 
of  living  had  gone  down  five  shillings 
in  a particular  month  tried  to  persuade 
his  wife  that  she  could  'do  with  five 


shillings  iess  for  housekeeping  expenses 
there  was  trouble.  There  was  bigger 
trouble  when  his  wages  based  on  a 
sliding  scale  were  reduced  because  of 
the  alleged  decrease  in  the  cost  of  living, 
and  this  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  is 
becoming  graver  and  more  widespread 
with  every  further  reduction. 

It  is  not  the  purport  of  this  article 
to  examine  in  detail  the  data  upon  which 
the  Board  of  Trade  makes  its  monthly 
report,  but  to  point  out  some  factors — 
outside  food,  clothes,  wages,  and  rent — 
in  the  present  cost  of  living  which  seem 
to  suggest — as  opposed  to  the  official 
opinion — that  just  now  it  is  really  more 
than  twice  as  much  as  it  was  in  1914. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  average 
standard  of  living  and  comfort  in  work- 
ing-class circles  is  higher  to-day  than 
it  was  in  pre-war  days,  and  a Board  of 
Trade  comparison  with  1914  is  not 
accurate,  unless  it  takes  this  point  into 
account.  Practically  the  [whole  of 
the  skilled  labour  -and  most  of  the  un- 
skilled labour  of  the  countrj'  have 
become  direct  taxpayers,  ; ’most  in  the 
same  fashion  as  many  of  their  members 
have  become  direct  payers  of  rates. 
Income  tax,  too,  is  three  to  four  times 
higher  on  small  incomes  than  it  was  in 
1914 ; whilst  rates  have  not  only  risen 
in  themselves,  but  have  also  risen  with 
the  increased  assessments  and  rents.  - 

What  About  Taxes? 

One  wonders  where  this  big  business  of 
taxation  is  fully  discounted  or  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Board  of  Trade  figures. 
In  any  case  there  is  a rise  here  instead 
of  a fall,  and  if  one  proceeds  further 
along  the  lines  of  Government  taxation 
to  the  postal  services  the  resuits  are  seen 
in  stamps,  postcards,  tele-phone  calls, 
telegrams,  parcel  post,  and  other  matters 
These  are  rising  instead  of  falling.  News- 
papers cost  more  to  send  through  the 
post,  but,  leaving  the  Government  alone 
for  a moment,  this  is  not  surprising  as 
newspapers  generally  are  double  the 
pre-war  ppce ; whilst  in  the  ordinary 
method  of  inter-communication  by  letter 
it  is  seen  that  uotepaper,  envelopes,  ink, 


“Seeking  Whom  He  May  Devour.’ 


and  pens  are  more  than  double  pre-war 
rates.  So  are  typewriters.  More  news- 
papers are  bought  and  more  letters  are 
written  among  the  working  class  than 
in  1914. 

This  same  Government  taxation  is 
also  held  responsible  for  ilie  existing 
prices  of  beer,  spirits,  and  tobacco  in 
its  various  forms.  On  the  principle 
that  these  articles,  or  some  of  them,  are 
luxuries  or  evils,  there  are  people  who 
agree  with  this  heavy  taxation  of  from 
two  to  lour  times  pre-war  days,  but  a 
large  section  of  working-class  opinion 
believe  that  tobacco  and  beer  are  almost 
necessities,  and  are  asking  that  some 
of  the  taxation  should  be  taken  off. 
Why  matches  should  be  still  almost 
double  their  old  price  has ' not  yet  been 
satisfactorily  explained. 

Home  and  Holiday  Charges. 

Something  has  already  been  said  of 
dwelling-house  charges  — “ overhead  " 
charges  to  employ  a term  much  in  use. 
When  he  takes  possession  the  house- 
holder finds  first  that  all  papering, 
cleaning,  plumbing,  window  cords, 
joinering,  white-washing,  window  clean- 
ing, and  charges  for  repairs  generally 
are,  as  a rule,  well  over  twice  pre-war 
prices.  They  have  gone  down  during 
the  last  year  and  are  still  going  down, 
like  the  charges  for  the  laundry  and  for 
dyeing,  but  they  have  not  yet  reached 
the  Board  of  Trade  figures  for  January 
and  February.  Nor  has  coal  or  wood 
or  -fire-lighters  or  cleansing  and  polishing 
materials.  Gas  and  electricity  and  oil 
also  keep  up  in  price.  Six  months  ago 
furniture,  carpets,  rugs,  glass,  crockery, 
and  cutlery  cost  nearly  three  times  the 
1914  rates.  To-day  they  are  from  twice 
to  twice-and-a-half  these  rates.  Anyone 
who  has  to  re-fumish  a room  or  make 
renewals  or  get  in  a new  supply  of  house- 
hold textiles — cotton,  wool,  or  linen — 
will  be  able  to  appreciate  the  exactness 
of  the  official  fall  in  the  cost  of  living, 
Much,  too,  could  be  said  on  the  present 
price  of  clocks  and  watches  and  on  their 
repair. 

In  the  domains  of  travel  and  leisure, 
prices  do  not  show  much  inclination  to 
move  downwards  with  the  Board  of 
Trade's  figures  on  food  and  clothing. 
Railway,  tramway,  and  taxi-cab  charges 
have  remained  pretty  constant  during 
the  last  half-year.  No  change  has  taken 
place  either  in  the  prices  of  admission 
*to  theatres,  music  halls,  and  picture 
house,  and  despite  the  organised  protest 
of  the  proprietors  of  these  places  the 
entertainment  tax  is  still  kept  at  its 
original  figure.  Of  course  the  public 
pays  the  tax,  and  despite  the  fact  that 
it  has  got  into  the  habit  of  at  least  a 
weekly  visit  to  a place  of  amusement 
there  are  indications  that  unemployment 
is  compelling  many  to  leave  the  best 
seats  for  the  cheaper  ones.  Hence  the 
proprietors’  protest.  . Many  more 
examples  might  be  given  of  things 
bearing  more  or  less  directly  on  the  cost 
of  living — apart  from  mere  existing— 
which  show  little  or  no  fall  in  price— but 
enough  has  been  said  to  sliorv  that  actual 
living,  as  defined  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
does  not  consist  solely  of  mere  food, 
clothing,  rent,  rates,  and  the  other  factors 
of  evervday  life  included  in  its  list.  S. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


February  11,  1922. 


Short  Studies  of_  To-Day. 


SINNER  AND  SAINT. 


Te2  great  railway  terminus  wae  alive  with 
a huge  mass  of  travelling  humanity j paisseu- 
gers  departing  and  arriving  in  a never- 
ending  stream.  Porters  were  struggling 
with  mighty  piles  of  luggage,  and  the  din  of 
engines  screeching,  doors  banging,  barrows 
rolling,  and  traffic  moving  was  deafening, 
ft  seined  as  if  a wlicle  town  and  its  popula- 
tion had  been  concentrated  on  this  one  Spot, 
and  as  if  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  were 
travelling  to  and  fro.  Young  and  old,  -rich 
and  poor  alike,  were  there  with  one  fixed 
, and  even  the  fall  of  night 
1 diminish  the  great  mioving 
;ping  and  laughter,  shouting 
-c  vOiistant  din,  and  the  roar  of 
4 vast  stream  of  traffic. 

When  the  commotion  was  at  it^height  a 
shout  to  moke  way  for  a special  vehicle  was 
heard.  A large  and  well-equipped  motor 
car  was  drawn  up  alongside  a train  at  a 
departure  platfctfn.  The  oar  contained  a 
party  of  well-attired  gentlemen  and  a mass 
of  luggage,  all  obviously  destined  for  a 
shooting  party.  With  much  pomp  and  cere- 
mony the  party — they  were  railway 

magnates — was  conducted  to  a luxurious 
saloon  compartment  on  the  train,  the 
luggage  carefully  and  securely  placed  into  a 
special  van  attached  to  the  train,  and  amid 
much  laughter  and  excitement  the  train  was 
punctually  despatched,  and  rolled  majesti- 
cally out  of  the  station  on  its  journey  to  the 
north. 

At  this  same  -railway  terminus  a young 
man  of  slight  build  and  of  cultured  appear- 
ance, and  who  bore  the  traces  of  cuifering 
-acutely  from  privation  and  want,  was  to  be 
seen  on  this  same  occasion  walking  and  then 
halting,  as  if  undecided  between  two 
opinions,  near  the  platform  where  this 


sporting  party  had  just  entrained.  At 
length  he  walked  resolutely  on  to  the  next 
platform,  where  a train  was  drawn  up  ready 
for  departure,  and,  looking  anxiously 
around,  entered  an  empty  compartment  and 
sat  down.  As  his  looks  indicated,  lie  was  in 
great  trouble.  First,  he  was  miserably  poor, 
and  had  a hard  fight  to  earn  his  livelihood ; 
then  lie  had  just  received  news  from  his 
home  calling  him  to  the  death-bed  of  his 
aged  mother.  He  had  not  sufficient  money 
to  pay  forNhis  railway  ticket  to  take  him 
home,  and  he  certainly  had  no  means  of 
raising  or  even  of  securing  the  money.  After 
witnessing  the  scene  of  the  sporting  party 
going  north,  and  without  fully  realising 
what  lie  was  doing,  he  walked  round  to  the 
next  platform  and  entered  a vacant  compart- 
ment on  the  train,  utterly  indifferent  to  the 
results  accruing  from  such  an  action. 

Upon  Penciling  the  station  of  destination 
lie  was  challenged  for  his  railway  ticket,  and 
•bluntly  confessed  that  he  had  not  purchased 
one.  He  was  detained  by  the  station- 
master,  who  oommunicated  with  the  police. 
After  detention  for  a considerable  time,  he 
wae  permitted  to  go,  but  arrived  home,  alas! 
too  late  to  find  his  mother  alive. 

Of  course,  the  “usual  proceedings  were 
taken.  He  was  summoned  to  appear  at  the 
local  police  court  on  a charge  of  haring 
travelled  without  previously  paying  his  fare, 
with  intent  to  defraud.  The  presiding  magis- 
trate, after  hearing  the  facts,  admitted  that 
it  was  a hard  case,  but  said!  that  tbs  railway 
company  must  be  protected  against  6Ueh 
fraud.  He  would  be  fined,  or,  in  default,  be 
committed  to  prison.  Having  no  money, 
the  latter  course  was  inevitable,  and  duly 
carried  out,  thus  enacting  another  travesty 
of  social  justioT 

A.  C. 


CO-OPERATIVE  OPERA. 


MUSIC  FIRST,  PROFIT  AFTER : A WORTHY  ENTERPRISE. 


Some  nine  months  ago  Sir  Frank  Benson 
gave  a “ News  ” representative  an  interview, 
infwhich  he  outlined  some  methods  by  which 
co-operation  might  help  the  stage  and  be 
helped  in  return. 

This  week  Bradford  is  having  a notable 
experiment.  Grand  opera  is  being  produced 
by  the-  co-operative  effort  of  the  singers  and 
players  of  the  late  Beecham  Opera  Company. 

The  venture  is  called  co-operative  because 
it  is  run  by  the  artistes  themselves.  The 
singers  and  the  instrumentalists  have  formed 
the  British  National  Opera  Company.  They 
have  developed  their  own  repertoire ; they 
have  booked  for  a fortnight  at  Bradford  ; and 
from  Bradford  they  go  to  Liverpool,  Leeds, 
Edinburgh,  and  London,  beyond  which  their 
itinerary  is  not  yet  published.  The  directors 
of  the  compaTty.  comprise  representatives  of 
each  section  of  the  working  artistes,  and  their 
music  will  be  what  they  themselves  decide  to 
provide,  liavipg  due  regard  botlflo  the  public 
taste  and  what  thcr public  ought  to  be  educated 
to  liking. 

This  means  to  opera  what  Sir  Frank  Benson 
told  us  ^co-operation  would  mean  to  the 
dramatic  Stage,  Theatrical  life  had  become  a 
sacrifice  to  the  real  artiste.  The  capitalistic 
proprietor’s  blighting  hand  was  upon  the  head 
of  the  artiste,  for  the  artiste  had  become 
accustomed  to  being  asked  not,  what  can  you 
do  ? but  what  can  you  draw  ? The  artistes 
who  constitute  the  new  co-operative  opera 
company  will  aim  at  being  free  of  impediments 
of  that  kind.  They  proceed  along  the  lines 
that  their  artistic  instincts  mark  out  for  them. 
The  risk  of  loss  or  gain  is  theirs. 

The  leading  spirit  in  the  formation  of  the 
company  is  the  eminent  bass,  Mr.  Robert 


Badford ; but  he  13  only  the  leader  of  a dis- 
tinguished galaxy  known  not  only  to  opera 
lovers,  hut  to  frequenters  of  high-class  con- 
certs. Most  of  them  have  earned  the  highest 
reputations  on  the  concert  platform  and  in  tho 
great  musical  festivals  and  in  oratorio ; and 
it  would  probably  be  true  to  say  that  some  of 
them  could  earn  more  on  tho  concert-hall  than 
upon  the  operatic  stage,  where  emoluments 
arc  likely  to  be  less.  Nevertheless,  the  artistic 
instinct  prompts  them  to  make  the  new  ven- 
ture, and  they  present  to  the  public  such 
masterpieces  as  “Aida,”  “ Parsifal,”  “ Tann- 
hauser,”  ” The  Magic  Flute,”  “ Samson  and 
Delilah,”  “ The  Meistcrsingers,”  and  tho 
“ Goldsmith  of  Toledo.” 

Mr.  Badford  has  said  that  the  bookings  and 
guarantees  for  the  present  season  almost  assuro 
financial  success.  That  is  gratifying  in  itself, 
but  it  will  be  an  additional  gratification  to 
patrons  to  know  that  their  money  is  going  to 
those  who  elevate  them  and  who . make  their 
appeal  to  the  public  to  patronise  artistry  for 
its  own  sake.  It  is  still  further  gratifying 
to  observe  that  Bradford  recognises  that  the 
first  step  lias  been  taken  iu  that  town 
towards  a big  musical  renascence,  and  the 
reception  accorded  the  players  during  the 
week  has  been  splendid.  As  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  company,  it  ha6  boon 
described  by  a leading  critics  as  : “ Unique  — 
magnificent — memorable.” 


The  inevitable:  Because  people  called  olF 
beef  iti  some  places  on  account  of  the  “ foot 
and  mouth”  scare,  tho  price  of  potatoes 
went  up. 

You  miss  a good  deal  in  life  if  you  don’t 
read  the  “ Millgate  Monthly,”  which  is 
your  own  publication,  don’t  forgot. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

My  best  wishes  go  to  the  Princess  Mary  on 
her  approaching  nuptials.  The  wedding  gifts 
that  are  being  heaped  upon  her  will  be  wel- 
comed as  tributes  of  esteem  from  the  givers ; 
hut  either  as  the  daughter  of  thfe  riding 
Sovereign  or  as  the  bride-elect  of  a millionaire 
personal  gifts  like  those  from  Liverpool,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Glasgow  will  probably  appeal  less 
to  her  than  those  wedding  hospital  schemes. 
Manchester’s  wedding-gift  of  a million  shillings 
for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  poor  is  a more  fitting 
tribute  to  the  Princess,  and  is  more  in  accord 
with  the  spirit  and  needs  of  the  times. 

T am  sorry  to  hear  of  -the  death  of  Mr.  E.  C. 
Gibbs,  the  secretary  ofthe  London  branch  of 
the  Co-operative  Printing  Society,  and  up  to 
1918  a member  of  the  committee  of  the  Croy- 
don Society.  As  secretary’  of  the  Plasterers’ 
Union,  he  was  an  old  trade  union  stalwart — 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  fusion  of  forces  that 
is  coming  steadily  and  surely. 

Mr.  W.  Bridges  Adams,  who  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  scenery  in  the  production  of 
Ibsen’s  “ Pretenders  ” at  Oxford  this  month, 
is  a son  of  the  Mrs.  Bridges  Adams  who  was 
prominent  in  metropolitan  co-operative  circles 
in  the  days  of  John  Arnold,  Alexander  M’Lcod, 
and  Adam  Deans.  Later,  she  became  a 
stimulating  worker  in  the  Central  Labour 
College,  maintaining  bet  interest  in  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society.  1 wonder  whether  her  son 
could  be  induced  to  do  something  towards  the 
lieginning  of  a real  co-operative  drama  ? He 
has  the  technique,  au<l  the  field  is  practically 
allow.  ♦ « ♦ 

Messrs.  Jarrold  have  favoured  me  withPa 
copy  of  Harry  A.  Lytton’s  “ The  Secrets  of  a 
Savoyard,”  and  I observe  “An  Admirer  of  His 
Ai  t,”  in  an  introduction,  makes  use  of  the  co- 
operative motto,  “.Ml  for  each,  and  each  for 
nil.”  in  reference  k one  of  Lytton’s  early  ven- 
tures to  entertain  the  public.  It  appears  that, 
when  Lytton  and  six  others  banded  thera- 
Eolvcs  together  as  strolling  players  they  decided 
to  share  the  profits.  There  were  no  profits 
t :>  divide,  as  things  turned  out ; but  the  spirit 
of  equity  and  comradeship  was  there,  all  the 
same.  “ Tho  commonwealth  venture 
Lytton’s  own  words — lasted  some  three  months 
and  “ it  was  an  experience  which  none  of  us 
\>as  ever  likely  to  forget.”  Tho  author  of 
“ The  Secrets  of  a Savoyard  ” is  now  the  priu- 
cipal  of  the  D’Oyly  Carte  Opera  Company, 
and  according  to  the  writer  of  the  foreword, 
there  seems  to  be  reason  for  believing  that 
“All  for  each,  an<|  each  for  all,”  is  still  his 
mol  to.  ‘ tt  and  About. 


A PLEADING  FILM. 

HAUNTING  RECORDS  FROM  THE  VOLGA:  NANSEN'S 
TERRIBLE  TALE. 


It  is  often  asserted,  and  too  often  be- 
lieved, that  food  sent  to  relieve  the  Russian 
people  in  the  famine  areas  does  not  reach 
those  for  whom  it  is  intended,  that  it  is 
stolen  by  the  Red  Guards,  or  officials.  The 
relief  organisations  on  the  spot  are  satisfied 
that  this  is  not  the  case,  and  have  ample 
proof.  But  their  appeals  are  hampered  by 
the  mistaken  fears  of  the  home  public  that 
their  money  may  be  given  in  vain. 

Partly  to  remove  such  fears,  partly  to 
reuse  the  British  public  to  a sense  of  the 
terrible  need  iu  the  famine  area,  the  Save- 
the-Children  Fund  sent  Mr.  G.  H.  Mewes, 
who  had  represented  the  ‘‘Daily  Mierfir  ” 
in  Russia  from  1914  to  1918,  and  knows  the 
country  well,  to  take  a series  of  photographs 
which  would  bring  home  unmistakable  proof 
to  the  people  at  homo  of  conditions  in 
Russia.,  and  of  how  the  food  is  distributed 
by  the  relief  organisations.  A film  has  now 
been  prepared,  which  the  Save-the-Children 
Fund  will  show  in  London,  and  afterwards 
send  to  the  provinces. 

The  first  pictures  show  the  bleak  country, 
the  intense  cold,  and  people  muffled  in  thick 
furs.  Then  a series  of  famine  scenes  follow, 
each  more  poignantly  tragic  than  the  last. 
A stream  of  refugees  is  seen  marching  a 
thousand  miles  from  their  famine-stricken 
homes  to  the  Ukraine,  where  they  have 
heard  that  there  is  food.  Men  and  women 
and  children,  some  of  the  women  carrying 
babies,  are  trudging  over  the  . desolate, 
frozen  snow.  A few  fortunate  ones  have 
horses,  and  are  bringing  their  household 
goods.  But  most  have  only  the  clothes  they 
wear,  and  perhaps  a small  bundle.  Children 
are  seen  abandoned  by  their  despairing 
parents,  who  hope  that  the  State  or  the 
relief  organisations  will  find  and  save  them. 
They  crouch  in  ruined  hovels,  and  wait  in 
dull  despair  for  death. 

Then  the  film  shows  cart-loads  of  coffins 
going  to  the.  cemeteries,  over  the  rough, 
snoiv-covered  ground,  to  where  the  coffins 
are  emptied  into  open  graves,  and  then 
taken  back,  ready  to  receive  more  victims  of 
famine  and  disease. 

When  the  horror  and  tragedy  are  most 
poignantly  realised,  the  film  shows  how  help 
may  be  given.  First,  the  sacks  of  flour  are 
seen  being  unloaded  at  Riga.  Then  a series 
of  pictures  shows  the  care  taken  to  prevent 
pilferage.  ‘-The  trains  are  under  armed 
guard,  for  the  Russian  Government  is  under 
obligation  to  make  good  all  pilferage,  and 
the  utmost -precautions  are  taken.  Besides 
the  precautions  of  the  Russian  authorities, 
commissioners  of  the  Save-the-Children 
Fund  examine  the  trucks  above  and  below 


at  each  stopping  place,  and  at  the  destina- 
tion tho  seals  on  the  waggons  are  examined. 

A number  of  pictures  show  the  children 
receiving  the  hot  meals  provided,  being  ad- 
mitted to  Ti  refugee  home,  getting  bread, 
and  crowding  round  Dr.  Nansen  and  Dr. 
Farrar,  who  are  giving  out  food  to  tho 
crowd. 

The  film  is  not  one  which  men  and  women 
of  feeling,  imagination,  and  sympathy  can 
wish  to  see  for  their  own  sakes.  But  it  is 
one  which  should  be  widely  shown,  so  that 
those  not  yet  roused  to  their  fellows’  need 
may  be  awakened,  anti  others  may  know 
more,  and  know  it  more  intensely.  The 
Save-the-Children  Fund  would  be  glad  to 
hear  from  organisations,  such  as  co-opera- 
tive education  committees,  that  would  like 
to  arrange  for  its  production  in  their  town. 
The  fee  charged  would  certainly  not  bo 
large;  probably  none  would  be  charged,  but 
a collection  on  behalf  of  the  fund  is  sug- 
gested. The  pictures,  together  with  the 
words  thrown  on  the  screen,  tell  their  own 
tale,  and  no  lecturer  or  other  exponent  is 
needed.  The  headquarters  of  the  fund,  to 
which  inquiries  should  be  addressed,  are  at 
•12,  Langham-strcet,  London,  W.l. 

The  fund  has  provided  for  a continuation 
of  the  relief  given  till  April.  But  April  can 
bring  little  improvement,  except  that  of 
wanner  weather.  If  the  drought  does  not 
recur,  the  harvest  will  bring  relief  in 
August.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Save-the- 
Children  Fund  to  continue  the  work  until 
then,  and  it  is  their  hope  that  the  sympathy 
and  knowledge  awakened  by  the  film  will 
bring  them  .the  necessary  money  for  that 
purpose. 


SPARKLETS. 

“ Denmark  seems  to  me  to  be  quite  tho 
most  valuable  political  exhibit  in  the  modern 
world,”  writes  Frederic  C.  Howe  in  “ Den- 
mark, a Oo-operative  Commonwealth.  ” 
Don’t  see  how  he  should  overlook  our 
Winston.  And  there’s  Horatio. 


11  Number  Five  11  i6  the  cure-all  advertised 
by  the  Bolton  Society’s  new  chemist’s  de- 
partment for  indigestion  troubles.  In  the 
Army  it  used  to  be  “ Number  Nine,”  but  the 
cure  was  uot  e»a  successful. 


At  a recent  conference  at  Holyoake  House 
one  of  the  speakers  referred  to  a conversa- 
tion he  had  had  with  a friend  “ down  below." 
Robert  Walker  would  readily  believe  him. 


A Co-operative  Union  official,  speaking  at 
his  society’s  quarterly  meeting,  stated  that 
the  society  was  connected  with  t lie  collec- 
tive life  assurance  scheme,  and  that  when  a 
member  died  lie  received  a grant  from  the 
C.I.S.  The  movement’s  communications  are 
•extensive;  but  they  are  positively  confined 
to  tli is  .world,  ^ 


Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 


THE  LAND  PROBLEM.  - 

“ Tue  longer  I live,  the  more  closely  do 
I realise  that  the  solution  of  a very’  large 
proportion  of  our  social  - problems  lies  in 
making  the  land  the  property  of  the 
nation,”  so  6ays  Mr.  Robert  Smillie,  in  a 
foreword  to  a book  entitled  ‘‘The  Land 
Question  Solved,”  by  Robert  Murray, 
which  is  being  issued  by  the  Labour  Pub-*- 
lishing  Company,  of  6,  Tavistock-square, 
London,  W.C.l,  at  Is.  6d.  The  book  deals 
with  the  nationalisation  of  the  land,  and 
deals  with  rent  and  compensation  in  .connec- 
tion with  this  scheme  in  a new  and  interest- 
ing way,  which,  if  adopted,  would  reconcile 
a large  number  of  opponents  to  the  measure. 
The  author.  Mr.  Robert  Murray,  is  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  “ Scottish  Co-operator.”  i 


A SAFE  AND  PURE 
MILK  SUPPLY  ASSURED 

USE  ONLY 

Nestles  Milk 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

( unsweetened ) 

Both  guaranteed 
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No  fear  of  Scarcity — 
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THE  WHOLESALE’S 

YEAR. 

APPROXIMATE  SALES  FOR 
1921. 

HOW  SOCIETIES  MAY 

KEEP  WORKS  BUSY. 

[From  the  Co-operative  Press  Agency.] 

The  approximate  sales  of  the  distriButivo 
departments  of  the  C.W.S.  in  1921  were 
£80,750, 000,  a decrease  of  23  per  cent,  on  the 
previous  year.  In  grocery  and  provisions 
the  fall  was  only  15  per  cent.,  so  that  it.  is 
evident  the  decline  was  greatest  in  the  drapery, 
woollens,  and  ready-mades,  boots  and  shoes, 
furnishing,  and  other  departments.  Supplies 
from  the  productive  works  totalled  just  over 
£26,000,000,  and  the  decrease  was  slightly 
less  than  that  of  the  distributive  sales,  so 
that,  the  manufacturing  side  kept  well  abreast 
of  the  demand.  Since  the  year  began,  the 
reports  of  other  trading  concerns,  including 
several  of  the  large  multiple  shop  companies, 
have  shown  that  the  co-operative  movement  is 
simply  suffering  the  same  ills  that  are  incidental 
to  business  generally.  On  the  financial  side 
it  has  certainly  weathered  the  stonn  better 
than  many  of  the  great  joint-stock  concerns. 

In  fact,  the  inability  of  somo  of  the  latter  to 
pay  interest  on  capital  has  been  accepted  as 
inevitable,  and  the  tragedy  of  the  Dunlop 
Company  is  regarded  by  critics  who  roundly 
abused  the  C.W.S.  recently  as  something  to 
bo  expected.  It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that 
the  experience  of  the  distributive  departments 
since  the  turn  of  the  year  has  boon  of  a more 
hopeful  tendency.  Many  of  the  societies  that 
have  accepted  the  special  offers  of  the  drapery, 
woollens,  and  boot  and  shoe  departments  in 
connection  with  clearing  stocks,  have  not  only 
had  good  turnovers,  but  have  attracted  busi- 
ness to  other  sections.  Although,  in  the  main, 
trade  is  generally  depressed,  there  is  sufficient 
business  about  to  warrant  societies  exhibiting 
and  developing  the  special  lines  tb^t  are  now 
being  offered.  At  the  moment,  the  C.W.S. 
flannelette  at  Is.  3d.  per  yard  has  proved  a 
very  saleable  line  in  most  drapery  depart- 
ments. This  offer  is  still  being  made,  and  upon 
the  enthusiasm  with  whieh  it  is  taken  up  during 
the  next  week  or  two  will  depend  the  state  of 
employment  at  the  Bury  and  Radeliffe  mills 
during  the  spring. 

Standard  Boots. 

Recently  the  Leicester  boot  works  put  upon 
the  market  two  “ Wheatsheaf  ” shoes  for 
ladies’  wear.  These  are  of  glac6  kid,  and  sup- 
plied to  societies  to  sell  at  10s.  9d.  and  12s.  6d. 
per  paii-.  The  exhibition  of  samples  at  the 
various  C.W.S.  distributive  depots  proved 
alluring  to  retail  buj'ers,  and,  assisted  by  public 
announcements  of  these  specialities,  a demand 
quickly  arose  in  the  stores  throughout  the 
country.  It  was  evident  that  there  was  a 
real  interest  taken  in  these  “ Wheatsheaf  ” 
shoes,  and  societies  that  made  a bold  window 
display  found  that  members  were  quickly 
attracted.  The  result  was,  under  the  existing 
circumstances,  quite  an  abnormal  demand, 
and  the  available  supplies  were  quickly  taken. 
Hence  a little  delay  which  occurred  last  week 
in  meeting  the  orders  that  were  placed.  This, 
however,  has  been  got  over,  and  within  a week 
the  works  will  bo  in  a position  to  deal  with 
orders  to  almost  any  quantity. 

In  connection  with  the  men's  16s.  Gd. 
standard  boots  from  the  Leeds  and  Heck- 
mondwike  works,  such  a good  demand  has 
been  experienced  that  these  works  have  been 
able  to  resume  full  employment — a state  of 
things  which  is  now  dependent  upon  the  way 
in  which  individual  co-operators  throughout 
the  country  arc  insistent  upon  the  supply  of 
• ‘ Wheatsheaf  ” boots  and  shoes. 

“ Russet  " Tea. 

During  tho  past  year  “Russet”  tea  has 
been  familiarised  to  co-operators  by  the  taking 
cartoons  of  Fred  Buchanan ; whilst  its  own 
special  merits  have  secured  its  popularity 
among  a large  section.  An  interesting  com- 
petition is  now  proceeding  for  short  essays 
descriptive  of  its  special  qualities  and  merits. 
Co-operators  throughout  the  country  are 
invited  to  send  thirty-word  letters  indicating 
its  joints  of  appeal  to  their  palate  to  “ Mr. 
Russet”  before  March  7th.  Prizes  consisting 
of  various  C.W.S.  productions  are  being 
offered,  and  this  simple  competition  wifi 
doubtless  appeal  to  a good  many  co-operators 
who  feel  an  interest  in  the  development  of 
their  own  works  in  preference  to  those  of  their 
rivals. 

Motor  Bodies. 

Co-operative  societies  should  make  all  tho 
use  they  can  of  tho  bodies  of  their  motor 
vehicles  for  advertising  purposes.  The  way 
in  which  their  name  is  painted  thereon  may 
become  an  effective  propaganda  agent,  or 
it  may  bo  the  reverse.  Somo  societies  are 
providing  in  the  design  of  their  bodies  a panel 
on  tbo  sido  for  tho  purpose  of  double  crown 
posters  for  bills  announcing  meetings.  Such 
devices  are  greatly  to  he  commended  as  secur- 
ing regular  advertisements  without  detracting 
from  the  appearance  of  the  vehicle.  Particular 
attention  is  being  given  to  points  of  this  kind 
by  the  wheelwrights’  sections  of  tho  C.W.S. 
building  department-.  Naturally  these  have 
specialised  on  motor  -bodies  particularly 
suitabfe  for  the  requirements  of  co-operative 
stores.  At  Broughton-lano,  Manchester,  tho 
C.W.S.  has  an  up-to-date  workshop  in  which 
various  types  of  motor  bodies  are  now  being 
dealt  with,  and  committees  anxious  to  have 
co-operative  goods  conveyed  to  their  members 
in  co-operative  vans  will  find  every  opportunity 
of  securing  their  requirements  from  their  own 
works. 


INTERNATIONAL  PROBLEMS. 

CO-OPERATORS  IN  BRUSSELS. 

I.C.A.,  CRISIS  AND  BANKING,  RUSSIA  FAMINE,  &c. 


A series  of  meetings  held  in  Brussels  from 
January  28tli  to  SOtli  were  of  considerable 
importance  to  International  Co-opcretiOn, 
and  marked  more  than  one  new  departure. 

The  Executive  of  the  I.G.A. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  newly  con- 
stituted Executive  Committee  of  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  elected  at 
Basle,  was  held  on  Saturday  morning  in  the 
Maisou  du  Peuple,  that  excellent  example 
of  the  Triple  Alliance  of  Co-operation,  Trade 
Unionism,  and  Labour  politics. 

First  there  was  the  lengthy  resolution  on 
“ The  Present  Economic  Situation,”  suit 
mittod  by  the  Central^Coundl  of  the 
National  Federation  of  French  Distributive 
Societies,  which,  after  a slight  verbal  amend- 
ment, was  unanimously  adopted.  1 he 
resolution  is  a veritable  manifesto  of  co- 
operative policy,  and  is  a call  to  the  co- 
operators  of  every  country  to  use  all  the 
means  possible  towards  economic  reconstruc- 
tion on  co-operative  lines.  It-  recommended 
nations,  bearing  in  mind  the  intimate  f°c.id- 
arity  of  interests  which  binds  them  one  to 
the  other,  to  adopt  in  common  with  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  I.C.A.,  a policy  of  economic 
mutual  aid  in  the  form  of  credits  ; an  organ- 
isation representative  of  all  peoples  to  inter- 
vene with  a view  of  nutting  an  end  to  the 
economic  instability  To  suiting  from  the 
present  solution  of  the  problem  of  repara- 
tions; and  the  holding  of  a universal  econo- 
mic conference  with  special  place  for  repre- 
sentation ’ of  co-operation  internationally 
representative  of  the  collectivity  of 
consumers.  To  further  these  aini3  the 
League  of  Nations  is  urged  to  take  measures 
for  a world  organisation  of  production  and 
exchange,  the  I.G.A.  to  be  represented  on 
the  League’s  economic  and  financial  organs. 

The  financial  position  of  the  Alliance  w as 
again  the  subject  of  discuss;, cm.  1 be  special 
appeal  for  fundi?  had  realised  about  £550,  or 
20  p°r  cent,  of  the  income  from  r-ubscriptions 
for  the  vear  1921.  This  sum,  though  satis- 
factory from  the  point  of  view  of  the  normal 
subscriptions,  only  serves  to  throw  into 
greater  relief  the  problem  cf  extending  the 
work  of  the  I.G.A.  on  such  an  inadequate 
total  income.  One  word  may  be  said1  for  the 
encouragement  Cif  societies  and  unions  m the 
Alliance,  and  that  is  that  the  'scales  laid 
down  in  the  rules  are  a minimum,  not  a 
maximum.  The  executive  propose  to  take- 
all  possible  measures  to  augment  the  funds 
at  their  disposal,  and  also  to  anl  the  economic 
reconstruction  of  Europe,  which  will  auto- 
matically increase  the  value*bf  subscriptions^ 
The  administration  of  the  three  editions 
of  the  ‘‘Bulletin”  by  the  respective 
National  Groups,  which  lias  now  been 
arranged  for,  will  do  something  important  in 
releasing  the  heavy  charge  upon  the  general 
funds.  The  financial  responsibility  for  the 
French  and  German  editions  wa6  taken  over 
with  the  January  issue,  and  the  British 
Union  will  undertake  the  printing  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  English  edition  from  April. 

One  of  the  most  important  questions 
before  the  executive  was  the  invitation  from 
the  Central  Union  ic<f  Russian  Co-operative 
Societies,  “ Gentrcsoyus,”  at  Moscow,  that 
a co-operative  deputation  ehould  visit  Russia 
under  Mr.  L.  Khiutolnik,  the  president  of 
tho  Centrosoyus,  at  present  in  this  country 
on  a mission  to  establish  trading  relations 
with  co-operative  organisations.  The  execu- 
tive decided  to  accept  the  invitation,  and 
appointed  Mr.  H.  J.  May  to  represent  the 
Alliance;  and  the  others  will  probably  in- 
clude Sir  T.  W.  Allen  (Great  Britain),  E. 
Poisson  (France).  Victor  £&rwy  i Belgium), 

H.  Kaufmann  (Germany),  and  Emil  Lustig 
(Czeeho-Slovakia) . Messrs.  T.  Brodrick 
and  A.  W.  Golicrhtly  were  nominated  by  (die 
Committee  of  National  Wholesale  Societies. 

New  members  were  admitted  in  the  Fin- 
lands  Svenska  Andelsforbund,  a Union  of 
Swedish  societies  in  Finland;  the  Uiricn  of 
Lettish  Workingmen's  Societies,  Rica;  the 
Union  of  Polish  Workingmen’s  Societies, 
Warsaw  ; twenty-four  British  Co-operative* 
societies  in  respect  of  first  subscriptions 
paid  in  1921. 

The  7.C.A.  Famine  Relief  Fund  has  so 
far  realised  £3,725,  not  a very  consider- ' 
able  sum,  though  to  obtain  a correct  view 
of  the  total  co-operative  contributions  there 
must  be  added  to  this  a considerable  sum 
which  has  passed  through  national  relief 
organisations,  or  directly  to  the  Central 
Co-operative  Organisation  at  Moscow.  The 
contributions  paid  to  the  Alliance  are  dis- 
bursed by  the  International  Relief  Com- 
mittee at  Geneva  under  the  direct  control 
of  Dr.  Nansen,  that  is  with  respect  to  75 
per  cent,  for  Russia,  the  remaining  25  per 
cent,  being  allocated  to  Georgia. 

Dr.  Suter.  the  representative  of  the 

I. C.A.  upon  the  international  Relief  Com- 
mittee at  Geneva,  presented  n glowing 
report  on  the  work  of  Dr.  Nansen,  but 
gave  a terrible  account  of  the  sufferings 
and  death  in  the  famine  areas.  The  execu- 
tive decided  to  make  a further  appeal  to 
the  central  organisations  in  each  country. 

Object-Lesson  of  Ghent. 

On  Sunday  a goodly  company,  including 
the  executive  of  the  I.C.A. , some  of  the 
delegates  to  the  Banking  Conference,  and 
the  committee  of  the  National  Wholesale 
Societies,  were  received  nt  Ghent 

by  M.  Edouard  Anseele  (Belgian 

Minister  of  State  and  President  of  the 
“ Yooruit  ” Co-operative  of  Ghent), 


Adolphe  de  Backer  (director  of  “ Yooruit  ”), 
Gustave  (le  Olereq  (manager  of  the  Labour 
Bank),  aud  others.  The  party,  numbering 
nearly  thirty,  at  once  started  off  in  auto- 
mobiles for  a round  of  visits  to  co-operative 
productive  factories,  of  such  importance 
and  extent  as  to  set  the  seal  of  efficient 
solution  to  some  of  the  most  difficult  indus- 
trial problems  and  to  successful  co-operation. 

The  places  visited  included  cotton  and 
flax  spinning  mills,  weaving  sheds,  iron- 
works, bakery,  pharmacy  and  clinic,  finish- 
ing up  with  a visit  to  the  fine  new  building 
for  the  Labour  Co-operative  Bank,  and  the 
magnificent  premises  of  the  ‘‘Yooruit 
(“Forward”)  itself. 

international  Co-operative  Banking. 

When  the  delegates  assembled  at  tliq_ 
Maison  du  Peuple  on  the  Monday,  under 
Mr.  G.  J.  D.  C.  Goedhart  (the  president 
of  the  I.C.A.),  it  was  seen  that  a dozen 
countries  were  represented,  the  most 
notable  on  this  occasion  being  Russia,  re- 
presented by  Mr.  L.  Khintohuk  (president 
of  the  Centrosoyus  at  Moscow),  and  his 
colleague,  Mr.  J.  Kantor.  The  presence 
of  these  two  delegates  achieved  a long- 
desired  consummation  for  first-hand  know- 
ledge* of  affairs  in  Russia.  In  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Khintchuk  we  shall  give  the 
salient  facts  of  tho  present  position  in 
Russia. 

Mr.  Gaston  Levy’s  paper  was  a masterly 
array  Of  facts  and  arguments  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  International  Co-operative 
Bank.  A resume  of  the  paper  has  already 
appeared  in  the  “ Co-operative  News.” 

In  the  discussion,  Mr.  T.  Goodwin 
(Great  Britain)  paid  a tribute  to  tlie 
splendid  manner  in  which  the  case  had  been 
presented,  but  submitted  there  was  no 
immediate  need  for  such  a hank,  for  never 
were  banking  facilities  more  numerous. 
There  appeared  to  be  an  idea  that  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  currency  would  be  overcome 
by  tlie  establishment  of  on  International 
Co-operative  Bank,  hut  that  was  a myth, 
since  the  co-operative  movement  was 
governed  by  world  conditions,  and  must 
expect  neither  more  nor  less  than  tho 
market  value  of  goods. 

Mr.  Komedn  (Prague)  thought  tlie  idea  . 
good  if  its  realisation  were  possible. 

Mr.  Tardy  (Paris)  said  they  must  begin 
in  a small  way  by  linking  up  existing  banks. 

Mr.  Johanrson  (Sweden)  said  wliat 
they  needed  first  of  all  was  a Bureau  of 
International  Statistics  and  Information, 
which  would  collect  the  data  on  which  to 
base  their  scheme. 

Mr.  E.  Poisson-  had  a resolution  that  a 
committee  1h>  constituted  for  consideration 
of  tlie  possibilities  of  an  international  co- 
operative bank;  that  the  executive  consist 
of  Mr.  Gredhart  (chairman),  Mr.  Levy  (sec- 
retary). and  seven  other  members,  and  the 
committee  of  one  representative  for 
each  of  the  co-operative  organisations  in- 
terested in  hanking;  tlie  next  meeting  to 
be  held  at  Milan,  in  April. 

Mr.  Gaston  Levy,  in  the  course  of  an 
animated  and  effective  reply,  said  they  had 
scattered  flowers  on.  the  tomb  of  his  pro- 
posals. To  say  that  private  banking  facili- 
ties were  numerous,  and  that,  therefore,  a 
co-operative  bank  was  not  necessary  was 
like  saying  that  trading  facilities  werh 
numerous,  and,  therefore,  we  did  not  need 
co-operative  societies.  Moreover,  every 
national  co-operative  movement  had  estab- 
lished a bank  to  fortify  its  trade.  Tlie  cost 
of  organisation  would  not  be  great  to  liegin 
with,  as  their  method  should  lie  co-ordina- 
tion. If  co-operators  did  nothing,  all  these 
problems  would  be  tackled  by  tlie  capi- 
talists. It  was  necessary  to  make  a 
beginning. 

Dir.  A.  W.  Goliphtly  (Great  Britain)  began 
by  saying  that  he  had  been  unfairly  attacked 
in  bis  own  country,  and  lie  hoped  that  they 
lind  now  heard  the  last  of  the  “ big 
brother.”  He  wa-s  in  favour  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  an  international  bank,  but  against 
starting  now.  The  matter  had  been  con- 
sidered by  his  board  at  Manchester,  together 
with  the ‘Scottish  C.W.S.  and  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union,  and  they  had  all  agreed  that 
the  time  was  not  opportune  for  tlie  scheme. 
He  came  with  definite  instructions  from  his 
board  that  the  question  ought  to  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  National  Wholesale 
Societies,  who  would  bring  it  forward  at  the 
suitable  time.  If  the  proposition  of  Dir. 
Poisson  to  refer  the  question  to  a special 
committee  for  study  and  report  were 
adopted,  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  English 
and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies  will  not 
take  part  in  the  committee.  It  was  abso- 
lutely ridiculous  to  think  that  tlie  co-opera- 
tive "movement  could  have  any  effect  on  the 
differences  in  the  currency. 

Dir.  Poisson  (France)  strongly  opposed 
the  reference  to  the  Wholesales  Committee. 
He  pointed  out  that  in  many  countries  the 
banking  organisation  was  quite  separate. 
He  regretted  Dir.  Golightly’s  precise  in- 
structions on  the  matter  of  co-operating  with 

special  committee,  and  suggested  the 
British  Wholesales  _ should  be  asked  to  re- 
consider their  decision. 

On  being  put  to  the  vote,  the  proposition 
of  Dir.  Poisson  for  the  appointment  of  a 
special  committee  was  earned  by  ten  votes 
to  five  against. 

On  the  proposal  of  the  General  Secretary, 
it  was  agreed  that  all  the  banks  represented 
at  the  conference  and  others  supporting  tlie 
proposals  should  he  invited  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  the  meeting  at  Milan  in  April. 


TRADE  WITH  OTHER 

LANDS. 

FEDERATIONS  AND  UNION  CONFER. 
HOW  THE  MATTER  STANDS. 

Representatives  of  the  C'.W.S.,  S. C.W.S., 
and  the  Co-operative  Union  representa- 
tives on  the  committed  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance  have  had  a special 
meeting  recently,  arising  out  of  a sugges- 
tion made  by  a Women’s  Guild  deputation 
to  the  United  Board.  Tlie  meeting  was 
private,  but  the  following  official  report  is 
issued : — 

The  object  of  the  conference  was  to 
discuss  the  advisability  of  arranging  a 
meeting  with  Colonel  Schuster  and  Dir. 
Wise  with  a view  to  considering  tho  possi- 
bilities in-respect  to  tho  development  of 
international  co-operative  trade. 

Dir.  Whitehead  outlined  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  at  the  United 
Board ' relative  to  the  matter,  and  stated 
that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  consult 
with  the  national  trading  organisations 
before  proceeding  further  on  the  lines 
suggested. 

Representatives  of  the  C.W.S.  then 
6tated  that  they  had  repeatedly  inter- 
viewed tho  government  representatives 
named  above,  and  also  others  in 
various  departments,  but  had  not  been  able 
to  secure  any  guarantees  which  they  con- 
sidered satisfactory  to  justify  them  in 
going  forward. 

A long  discussion  ensued,,  during  which 
the  C.W.S.  put  before  the  conference  full 
particulars  of  what  had  been  done  already 
in  the  way  of  trying  to  start  international 
co-operative  trading,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  they  had  shipped  goods  to  the  value 
of  £839,755,  and  payments  made  in  respect 
to  same  were  only  £73,923,  leaving  a 
balance  owing  to  the  C.W.S.  of  £765,832. 
They  further  stated  they  were  not  in  a 
position  to  entertain  any  proposals  for 
international  trading  which  . carried  any 
risk  of  adding  to  the  enormous  sum  now 
outstanding  hut  were  not  only  willing  hut 
very  desirous  of  doing  everything  possible 
to  develop  6iich  trade  if  proper  security 
for  same  could  be  obtained. 

• Particulars  showing  trade  done  and 
negotiations  entered  into  with  the  follow 
iiig  countries  were  submitted: — All-Russiai 
Centrosoyus  Ltd.,  Antwerp  Federation 
Polish  Federation,  Polish  Union,  Rouma' 
nian  Federation,  Austria,  Belgium,  Bessa« 
rabia,  Czecho-SIovakia,  Denmark,  France, 
Germany,  Holland,  Hungary,  Norway, 
“ Russian  Arcos,”  Switzerland,  and 
Ukraine.  . 

After  full  consideration  of  these  parti- 
culars a report  as  to  the  visit  of  tho 
C.W.S.  representative  to  continental 
countries  was  given,  which  displayed  n 
serioue  position  so  far  as  some  continental 
co-operative  organisations  wore  concerned, 
and  after  a full  review  of  all  the  facts  and 
statements  submitted  it  was  agreed  that 
no  purpose  could  be  served  by  the  proposed 
interview  with  Colonel  Schuster  and  Dir. 
Wise. 

The  C.W.S.  were  very  definite  in  their 
statements  as  to  their  willingness  to  do 
all  possible  in  the  direction  of  developing 
international  trade,  but  the  Union’s  repre- 
sentatives felt  they  could  not  but  agree 
with  their  decision  that  no  further  serious 
risks  should  be  taken,  at  present  in  view 
of  the  large  amount  outstanding,  which 
there  is  little  prospect  of  being  liquidated 
at  any  early  date. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Plmouth 
Society  the  committee  raised  the  question  of 
the  society’s  motor  vehicle  Iteing  made 
available  for  Sunday  excursions,  but  the 
proposal  was  negatived  by  187  votes  to  1S3. 


NESTLE’S 


,71  perfect  Jood  for  @6‘ldren, 
Jnvalids,  and  Jfursing  Motfiers. 

Most  of  the  patent  foods  on  the 
market  are  quite  unfit  for  a 
child's  delicate  stomach,  which 
cannot  digest  starch  or  flour, 
except  in  small  quantities,  unless 
changed  into 
what  is  known 
as  maltose  and 
dextrin. 

This  change  haa 
taken  place  in  the 
case  of  MILO 
FOOD,  which  is  so 
preparedfcbat  it  con- 
tains every  thingthat 
a young  child 
requires,  in  a form  in 
which  itcanbeeasily 
digested. 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 


4 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


February  11,  1922. 


THAT  DAILY  PAPER. 


“ GOD  SPEED  THE  MESSAGE ! ” 


VIEWS  ON  THE  RECENT  CONFERENCE. 
WORDS  OF  WISDOM  AND  CRITICISM. 


THE  NEW  PRINTING  PRESS  FOR  THE  N.C.P.S.  J 

UNIQUE  INAUGURATION  CEREMONY. 


Some  misunderstanding  seems  to  have 
arisen  regarding  the  conference  held  recently 
to  consider  ways  and  means  of  establishing 
or  acquiring  a daily  newspaper  on  behalf 
of  the  co-operative  movement.  M hen  the 
Southern  Section  passed  a resolution  on  to 
the  Central  Uoa,rd  of  the  Co-operative  union 
urging  that  a.  conference  of  representatives 
of  certain  central  organisations  in  the  move- 
ment should  be  held,  the  discussion  was 
fairly  veil  reported  in  the  "News,  and 
some  discussion  followed  in  our  columns. 
When  the  resolution  reached  the  agenda  ot 
the  Central  Board  meeting,  it  was  quoted  in 
the  "News,”  and  the  discussion  was  dealt 
with  as  fully  as  space  permitted.  The  week 
before  the  recent  conference,  we  announced 
that  it  was  being  held  ; and  m the  report  of 
the  conference  itself  we  explained  how  the 
conference  originated. 

Notwithstanding  that,  there  seems  to  be 
an  impression  tluit  the  National  Co-opera- 
tive Publisliing  Society  was  responsible  for 
calling  the  conference  to  enable  it  to  get  on 
with  a co-operative  daily  paper.  ' It  was  not 
so,  of  course.  The  representatives  of  the 
National  Publishing  Society  were  invited 
there  by  the  Co-operative  Union  just  as  the 
representatives  of  the  two  Wholesale  Socie- 
ties and  of  the  Productive  Federation  were 
invited. 

The  representatives  of  the  Publishing 
Society  showed  the  conference  that  they  had 
gor.ee  into  the  whole  question ; tliat  steps 
were  gradually  being  taken  to  prepare  tor 
launching  a co-operative  daily — not  when 
irecessary  (for  it  is  necessary  row),  but 
when  circumstances  held  out  some  hope  that 
the  paper  might  be  published  and  enabled  to 
carry  out  its  mission  with  some  chance  of 
escaping  the  failure  that,  has  overtaken  so 
many  experiments  in  daily  journalism.  The 
conference  accepted  the  situation  _ as 
disclosed  at  the  conference,  aud  recognised 
tliat  the  National  Publishing  Society  was 
proceeding  on  the  safest  lines. 

It  ought  to  be  clearly  understood  by 
readers  that  the  conference  was  not  called 
by  the  National  Co-operative  Publisliing 
Society,  but  by  the  Co-cperntive  Union  at 
the  request  of  one  of  the  sections. 

We  have  had  .a  number  c.f  letters  from 
correspondents;  and  the  summaries  below 
indicate  the  views  expressed. 

A Bitter  Satire. 

W.  F.  K7  Rean  (Wealylstone,  Harrow) 
writes : — 

In  your  issue  of  January  21st,  you  report 
in  abortive  conference  called  to  discuss  the 
question  of  a daily  paper.  The  irony  of  the 
report  lies  in  these  words:  " A request  was 
made  for  a joint  meeting  between  the  con- 
ference and  the  Trade  Union  and  Labour  re- 
presentatives in  view  of  the  ‘ Daily  Herald  ’ 
changes,  but  this  was  thought  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  meeting.” 

Sir,  why  ? 

Following  this  we  read  of  the  somnolent 
rcsolutien  urging  societies  to  support  the 
N.C.P.S.  "to  enable  them  to  so  develop 
their  publications  as  to  justify  soon  a com- 
mencement of  a daily  paper Really  this 
is  funny. 

Then  to  add  to  the  joke — the  whole  con- 
ference seems  one — a gentleman  said: 
" Whoever  Took  the  lead  it  should  be  the 
N.C.P.  Society.”  The  lead,  forsooth ! Forty 
years  ago  I asked  myself  when  the  lead 
would  be  taken?  At  last,  to  our  universal 
disgrace,  a handful  of  London  compositors 
and  readers,  with  a couple  of  journalists, 
started  a paper  amidst  the  studied  opposi- 
tion of  the  world,  and  now  after  Mr.  Lnns- 
bury  and  his  friencte  by  their  titanic  task 
have  shamed  us  all,  we  hold  a conference! 

Lord  Nortlieliffe,  barn  after  the  oiigin  of 
the  co-operative  movement,  although  a poor 
man,  can  boast  of  sixty  dailies  and  weekly 
papers  to  pounder  the  co-operative  and 
labour  movements,  as  he  is  doing  and  will 
do.  And  all  these  years,  with  a potential 
financial  power  this  poor  journalist  would 
have  done  miracles  with,  all  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  can  produce  is  a bitter  satire  ; 
wishing  the  "Herald”  dead — for  that  is 
what  no  support  means — and  prophesying 
when  the  "lead”  by  the  co-operative 
movement  will  be  made. 

In  the93  days  this  "masterly  policy  of 
inactivity”  is  a .crime. 

A Suggested  Investment. 

A.  Nobody  (Stockport),  who  tells  us  he 
was  glad  the  coinference  had  abandoned  the 
idea  for  the  present,  argues  thus : - 

“ If  the  movement  oatinot  support  a 
weekly  paper  there  is  small  scope  for  a daily, 
ami  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  1 Co-opera- 
tive Nows  ’ does  not  get  anything  like  the 
support  that  it  deserves.”  Ho  instances  a 
Stockport  branch  that  lias  sometliing  like  a 
thousand  members,  in  which  three  copies 
(including  his  own)  are  sold.  His  advice  to 
the  movement  wquld  be:  " Put  £50,000  into 
the  ‘ Daily  Herald  ’ to  help  it  along  now 
when  it  lias  lowered  its  price  to  a penny,  and 
feels  sure  it  will  turn  out  a very  good  in- 
vestment, because,  without  any  help,  it  hag 
always  a good  word  to  say  for  eo-oi>oration, 
and  there  is  liardily,  a day  hut  what  it  is 
advertising  it.” 

“ Anti-Waste”  (Glasgow)  approves  of  the 
locision  not  to  go  on  with  the  costly  gamble 
of  a daily  co-operative  newspaper,  because 


(1)  We  have  not  a co-operative,  let  alone  a 
general  public,  mho  would  support  such  an 
enterprise;  (2)  The  utter  indifference  of  our 
wholesale  and  retail  co-operative  employees 
to  our  present  weekly  pros®,  is  indicative  of 
the  mentality  and  general  attitude  existing 
in  the  movement ; (3)  We  have  no  right  to 
finance  another  gamble  at  the  expanse  of  the 
working  classes,  whose  hard-earned  saving; 
should  not  he  frittered  away  to  gratify  the 
vanity  or  the  ideals  of  a few  who  are  not 
prepared  to  risk  much  of  their  own  money. 
Who,  he  asks,  would  advertise  with  us? 
Advertising  is  the  chief  source  of  success,  as 
the  " Herald”  and  other  abortive  efforts  in 
Labour  dailies  know  to  their  cost.  The  cost 
of  the  experiment  could  only  eouie  off  the 
price  of  the  goods  we  sell,  and  the  struggle 
.of  the  average  store  to-day  is  keen  enough. 

Another  correspondent  warns  us  . that 
there  is  no  demand  for  a daily  co-operative 
journal  on  the  lines  of  the  " Co-operative 
News,”  and  describes  what  a daily  newspaper 
would  have  to  be  before  it  could  hope  for 
success. 


The  installation  of  a printing  press  of  the 
size  and  capacity  of  the  new  machine  for 
printing  the  " Co-operative  News, ” details 
of  which  were  given  in  last  week’s  issue,  is 
an  event  deserving  of  more  than  passing 
notice,  and  its  inauguration  was  marked  by 
a pleasant  little  function  when  the  firist  issue 
of  the  “ News”  in  its  slightly  altered  form 
was  produced  on  Wednesday  last  Aveek. 

The  new  press  is  a wonderful  piece  of 
mechanism,  and  typifies  all  that  is  most 
modern  in  newspaper  production.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  many  inventions  which  give 
speed,  accuracy,  and  maximum  output,  the 
old  method  ofjitarting  by  a lever  is  super- 
seded. An  IngeukniG  electrical  starter 
switches  on  the  power  for  running  the 
machine  by  means  of  the  pressure  of  a 
button,  and  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Lawson,  the  senior 
member  of  the  board  of  directors  in  years 
of  servioe,  was  accorded  the  hono  ir  of 
setting  the  new  press  in  motion. 

Pushing  the  Button. 

This  official  inauguration  Avas  carried  out 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  G.  Brcwnbill,  J.P. 


(chairman  of  the  National  Publishing 
Society),  the  directors  of  the  English 
Section,  and  the  overseers  of  the  various 
departments. 

Mr.  BroAvnbill  briefly  wished  the  ncAV  press 
"Godspeed”  in  its  work  of  assisting  to 
carry  tl>a  co-operative  message  abroad,  and 
Mr.  Lawson  expressed  the  hope  I hat  it  would 
prove  as  satisfactory  as  its  predecessor. 

The  "all  clear”  signal  was  given;  the 
sytall  crowd  of  electricians,  mechanics,  a.nd 
machinemen,  who  had  been  tightening  nuts, 
and  putting  finishing  touches  to  portions  of 
the  machinery  in  odd  places,  stood  away,  and 
Mr.  Lawson  pushed  the  button.  The  great 
cylinders  commenced  to  revolve,  and  the  ap- 
plause of  the  onlookers  mingled  with  the  hum 
of  the  machinery  which  eats  tip  paper  at  a 
tremendous  rate.  Sp»ed  was  increased  by  the 
pressure  of  anather  button,  and  then,  what 
might  be  termed  the  accelerator  was  put  into 
operation,  and  the  cylinders  revolved  at  top 
speed.  Immediately,  orderly  hustle  was  the 
rule.  Copies  of  the  "News”  fell  rapidly 
on  to  the  two  deli\'cry  bands — one  at  each 
side  of  the  macliine — printed,  folded,  cut, 
and  oounted,  ready  to  be  packed  and 
despatched  by  rail  to  every  part  of  the 
country. 

Tea-table  Talk. 

It  was  an  historic  event,  and  AA-hen  the 
participants  in  the  "starting-up”  of  this 
wonderful  press  gathered  round  the  tea  table 
in  the  C.W.S.  dining-room,  an  optimistic 
spirit  permeated  the  proceedings.  There 
was,  nevertheless,  a sense  of  loss  Avhieli 
everyone  felt,  in  that  ore  who  had  taken  a 
prominent  and  keenly  interested  part  in  all 
that  had  led  to  the  recent  installation,  the 
late  editor-in-chief  (Mr.  W.  M.  llnmford) 
had  not  lived  to  Gee  the  fruitic-n  of  the 
schemes  he  had  helped  forward. 

" Hi.s  is  the  greatest  loss  since  my 
connection  Avith  the  society, ” said  Mr. 
Brownhill,  and  his  word®  found  an  echo  in 
the  minds  of  everyone  present. 

Regrets,  however,  were  vain,  continued 
the  Chairman,  and  he  felt  they  should 
endeavour  to  catch  the  spirit  of  the  Lanca- 
shire poet,  avIio  wrote — 

Let  us  away  with  reflections  that  goad  us 
to  pain  ; 

Let  us  away  with  regrets  that  arc  utterly 
_ vain ; 

Let  us  give  to  enjoyment  the  few  fleeting 
hours  ; 

As  the  present  and  or.ly  the  present  is 
ours. 

The  outstanding  e\-ent.s  of  the  previous 
year — the  installation  of  the  new  rotary  for 
the  printing  of  the  "Woman’s  Outlook  ” 
and  the  celebration  of  the  jubilee  of  the 
" Co-operative  News  ” — were  briefly  men- 
tioned, after  which  Mr.  Brownbiil  wished 
good  luck  to  tlu^new  machine  and  " God 
speed  ” to  the  message  that  that  machine 
Avould  he  the  menus  of  rending  lo  various 
parts  of  the  count iy  and  the  world.  As  a 
memento  of  this  great  event  in  the  iiistoiy 
of  the  "News,”  ho  presented  to  Mr,  J.  W. 
LaAvson,  avIio  has  served  ns  a director  for 
tAventy-five  years,  a gold  matchbox,  suitably 
inscribed. 

A Surprise  Gift. 

Mr.  Lawson's  surprise,  when  he  was  asked 
to  accept  the  small  token.,  Avas  so  genuine 
that  everyone  was  amused.  Eventually, 
however,  he  expressed  his  sincere  gratitude 
to  his  colleagues  fcr  their  generosity  and  lor 
their  kindness  in  giving  him  t lie  honour  of 
starting  the  new  pness.  Nearly  fifty  years 
ago,  Mr.  LaAVson  was  connected  with  a daily 
and  Aveekly  newspaper  in  Boltou,  and  he 
gave  some  interesting  comparisons  of  the 
changes  that  had  taken  place  in  newspaper 
producucu  during  that  time. 

An  Expert's  Tribute. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Lou  gee  (managing,  director  of 
Messrs.  Hoe  and  Co.,  the  mnkc.i  v of  the  new 
press),  informed  his  hearers  that  I liov  had 
secured  one  of  the  most  modern,  and  up-to- 
date  presses  on  the  market,  and  what  was 
more,  it  was  a standard  machine.  He  paid 
a deckled  compliment  to  the  machine-room 
staff,  remarking  that  the  people  at  his  firm 
were  surprised  at  the  amount  of  colour  they 
had  been  able  to  get  on  the  coyer  of  the 
“ Woman's  Outlook,"  which  is  printed  on  a 
machine  recently  installed  by  Messrs,  Hoc 
and  Company.  ••The  c a,s.n/iue  you  have 
turned  out  is  so  good,"  he  aid.  "that  we 
liaA'e  sent  copies  all  over  the  c-ninfiy  and  to 
our  people  at  New  York.” 

Messrs.  C.  E.  Toni  lit  (son  (acting  editor  of 
the  " Millgate  Monthly”),  J.  A.  Flanagan- 
(acting  editor-in-chief  of  the  society’s  publi- 
cations), E.  Jones  (overseer,  machine  room), 
who  mentioned  that  the  old  " News  ’ 
machire  had  been  in  use  for  the  past  twenty- 
four  years,  and  Jiad  never  missed  an  issue, 
and  R.  Rowbotliam  (secretary  and  general 
manager),  who  gave  interesting  recollections 
of  his  thirty-one  years’  connection  with  the 
society,  also  contributed  felicitous  speeches. 


The  W.E.A.  is  inaugurating  a series  of 
demonstrations  against  the  use  of  the  axe  in 
the  educational  system.  The  first  will  bp 
held  in  London,  oveF-  which  the  Bishop  of 
Manchester  will  preside,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Henderson.  M.P..  will  be  the  chief  speaker. 
Meetings  will  follow  in  the  chief  provincial 
centres. 


Pore  water ! why 
not  pure  milk? 

You  insist  that  your  water  supply  shall  be  pure 
and  wholesome.  But  are  you  equally  careful  about 
the  purity  of  the  milk  you  are  using  ? 

There  is  one  good  way  to  make  sure  that  your 
milk  supply  will  be  absolutely  wholesome  and  safe. 
That  is  to  buy  milk  produced  under  the  best 
sanitary  conditions,  and  then  packed  so  that  it  is 
impossible  for  any  dirt  or  contamination  to  reach 
it  during  transportation  and  delivery.  Libby’s 
Evaporated  Milk  meets  these  requirements. 

Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  is  pure,  whole  milk 
from  the  world’s  finest  dairy  districts.  * Every 
step  in  its  production  is  subjected  to  the  most 
exacting  standards  of  sanitation.  It  is  concentrated 
immediately  after  the  milking,  thoroughly  sterilized, 
and  is  kept  absolutely  fresh’  in  hermetically  sealed 
tins.  Unopened  it  keeps  indefinitely,  and  even 
when  the  tin  is  opened  it  will  keep  fresh  much 
longer  than  ordinary  milk,  for  it  is  a pure  product 
to  start  with — and  sterilized. 

You  may  think  all  Evaporated  Milks- are  alike 
until  you  taste  Libby’s.  Then  you  will  under- 
stand why  its  flavour  and  creamy  consistency  makes 
Libby’s  the  superior  Evaporated  Milk. 

Order  a supply  of  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk 
from  your  grocer  to-day.  Be  sure  to  ask  for 
Libby’s,  the  “ Blue  and  White  Pyramid  Label." 

Send  for  our free  booklet  “ Finer  Flavoured  Milk  Dishes."  It  is  full 
of  recipes  for  delicious  cream  and  butter  saving  dishes  that  will  please 
the  whole  family. 


Libby,  McNeill  & Libby,  Ltd. 

(Dept,  g )>  London,  E.C.  3. 


Let  your  Grocer  be  your  Milkman 


February  11,  1922. 
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BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


HOW 


SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 

NOWADAYS. 


Beccles. — The  annual  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Adult  School,  on 
Wednesday,  February  1st,  and  was  attended 
by  record  numbers.  Tlie  secretary  (Mr.  It. 

B.  Snowdon)  read  the  report  and  balance 
sheet  for  the  past  half-year,  which  showed 
tliat  in  spite  of  the  difficult  circumstances 
prevailing,  the  trade  was  up  by  £14 .000 
above  the  figures  for  1919.  After  providing 
as  usual  for  depreciation  and  other  funds, 
and  making  a grant  of  £20  extra  to  the 
educational  department,  a dividend  of  1«.  8d. 
in  the  pound  was  recommended.  This  was 
considered  highly  satisfactory.  The  presi- 
dent (Mr.  George  Lincoln)  said  that  such  a 
statement  following  the  congratulatory 
report  of  the  C.W.S.  auditor  for  the  previous 
period  was  an  indioation  of  a continuous  pro- 
gress of  which  the  society  could  well  be 
proud.  Mr.  J.  Reynolds  and  Mi's.  H.  Baxter 
were  re-elected  on  the  committee,  the  presi- 
dent also  being  re-elected.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  the  society’s  investments  were  in- 
creasing in  the  C’.W.S. ; some  £17,000  being 
invested  there,  along  with  another  £3, COO 
since  the  balance  sheet  was  prepared. 
Butchery,  dairying,  and  the  purchase  of  land 
for  houses  were  new  ventures  advocated  by 
the  members. 

Banbury. — The  annual  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Church  House,  Banbury,  Mr.  J.  Perry 
(president)  in  the  chair.  The  sales  for  the 
period  of  twenty-three  weeks  were  £118,1.04, 
and  productive  transfers  totalled  £4(5,243. 
Tlie  mill  had  run  1,274  hours,  and  produced 
(5,048  sacks  of  flour.  Mr.  H.  J Cooke  was 
elected  manager,  dr<d  Mr.  W.  H.  Lickorisli 
secretary.  Owing  to  a heavy  loss  on  the 
society's  farms  the  committee  bad  thought 
it  prudent  to  cut  the  losses  and  not  pay  a 
dividend,  but  recommended  the  usual  5 per 
centf  interest  on  share  capital.  This  polity 
was  eventually  endorsed.  Messrs.  Appleby 
and  Wood  were  elected  auditors,  and  £2  2s. 
were  voted  to  tlie  Women’s  Guild  Congress, 
1922.  Fund.  Messrs.  W.  G.  Mascqrd  and  J. 

C.  Thomas  were  elected  to  the  general 
committee. 

Ashford  (Kent). — Councillor  A.  D.  D. 
Banks  presided  at  the  quarterly  meeting. 
As  it  was  an  interim  quarter  tlieie  was  no 
balance  sheet.  The  report  showed  sales 
amounting  to  £38,301,  being  a decrease  of 
£3.833  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  This  represented  a de- 
crease of  under  10  per  cent.,  but  the  volume 
of  trade  si  towed  substantial  progress.  Share 
capital  had  increased  during  the  quarter  by 
£2,490,  and  seventy-five  new  members  bad 
joined*.  Milk  transfers  from  the  farm 
totalled  5,356  gallons,  as  compared  with 
4,83-1  transferred  in  the  corresponding 
quarter  last  year.  The  committee  reported 
the  purchase  of  three  cottages  for  the  use  of 
farm  employees 


CONVALESCENT  FUND. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  fund  will 
take  place  at  the  C.W.S.  headquarters, 
Leman-street,  on  Saturday,  the  lltli  inst., 
at  2-30.  Tlie  members  will  learn  with 
regret  that  Mr.  H.  J.  May  lias  withdrawn 
lus  candidature  for  the  committee,  after 
18  years’  valuable  service.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders,  and  lias  from  the  commence- 
ment devoted  much  time  and  attention  to 
the  work  in  association  with  Miss  Catherine 
Webb.  Mr.  May  regards  -the  society  “ as 
the  most  effective  co-operative  organisa- 
tion of  its  kind  in  this  country.”  The  in- 
creasing calls  on  Mr.  May’s  time  as  secre- 
tary cif  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  have  made  it  necessary  for  this 
step  to  be  taken. 


The  Right  Name 
for  the  Best  Milk 

The  word  “ ideal  ” means  the  best 
you  can  think  of.  That  is  why  it  is 
such  a good  name  for  Ideal  Milk. 
“ Evaporated”  milk  only  means 
that  a certain  amount  of  water  has 
been  extracted,  but  Ideal  Milk 
means  that  all  excessive  moisture 
has  been  extracted  ; all  rich  oream 
lias-  been  left  in.  So  let  the  name 
and  not  the  price  and  size  of  the 
tin  be  your  guide. 

IDEAL 

MILK 

(The  Everyday  Milk) 
guaranteed'  absolutely 
uncon ! aminated . 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores,  and 
packed  by 

NESTLE’S. 

6_S,  EASTCHEAP,  LONDON.  E.C.3. 


PARLIAMENTARY 

CANDIDATES. 

CO-OPERATORS.QUESTION  TWO.] 


Harwich,  Dovercourt,  and  Parkeston 
Society  have  submitted  to  Parliamentary 
sandidates  for  Harwich  questions  as  to  their 
attitude  upon  various  points  comprised  in 
the  co-operative  political  programme. 

Mr.  A.  Hilliary  gives  a positive  “Yes” 
to  all  the  points  for  which  his  support  is 
asked,  except  that  relating  to  the  meeting 
of  the  nation’s  financial  obligations.  -On 
that  point  lie  prefers  a capital  levy  to  in- 
creased death  duties 'and  increased  taxation 
on  unearned  income;  and  while  in  favour 
of  nationalised  banks  and  insurance,  lie 
would  prefer,  instead  of  the  nationalisation 
of  railways  and  mines,  a co-operative  sys- 
tem of  control,  with  speculative  elements 
eliminated  and  each  workman  sharing  in 
the  profits. 

Mr.  G.  St.  John  Strutt,  the  other  can- 
didate, doubts  if  legislation  can  effectively 
prevent  profiteering,  but  he  would  support 
legislation  that  would  be  a check,  and  he  is 
in  favour  of  the  development  of  volun- 
tary co-operation.  Free  Trade  has  to 
be  dealt  with  by  taking  each  imported 
article  on  its  merits.  He  favours  a 
Government  subsidy  for  housing.  He  is 
against  increased  death  duties  and  in- 
creased taxation  on  income  from  invest- 
ments ; he  is  opposed  to  State  ownership  of 
railways,  mines,  or  shipping;  and  objects 
to  Government  banks  taking  tlie  place  of 
the  present  banks.  He  considers  tlie  blas- 
phemy laws  want  amending,  and  is  in  favour 
of  tho  liberty  of  the  press  so  long  ns  the 
press  is  controlled  by  the  buy  of  libel  and 
the  various  enactments  against  sedition. 
He  is  not  in  favour  of  Parliamentary  con- 
trol of  foreign  policy.  His  other  replies 
accept  the  co-operative  view. 


THE  MISSIONARY  SPIRIT. 

An  attractive  concert-meeting  was  held 
last  week  at  the  Railway  Hotel  Assembly 
Hall,  Crawley,  to  further  the  objects  of  tlie 
lccal  co-operative  society. 

Mr.  W.  Gotland,  J.P.  (president),  de- 
livered an  address  in  the  interval,  in  the 
course  of  which  ho  stated  that  the  London 
press  had  attempted  a big  scare  with  regard 
to  the  C.W.S. , but  had  only  succeeded  in 
giving  them  the  biggest  advertisement  they 
had  ever  had.  What  really  happened  was 
that  the  C.W.S.  wrote  down  their  stocks, 
as  every  other  business  house  had  done. 
He  assured  his  hearers  that  the  local  society 
was  in  such  a position,  that  they  could  afford 
to  pay  30s.  in  the  pound  and  still  carry  on. 

A popular  programme  was  -carried  out  by 
the  Scarlet  Pom-Poms  , (of  Brighton). 

Previous  to  the  concert,  a tea  and  social 
were  given  in  the  Council  Schools.  The 
arrangements  were  capably  carried  cut  by 
Mrs.  H.  E.  Hearsey  (president),  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Capelin  (hon.  secretary),  and  Mesdnmes 
Chant,  Mitchell,  Mills,  and  Rice. 


CONFIDENCE  SECURED. 

[ BANBURYS  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


At  the  adjourned  annual  meeting  of  the 
Banbury  Society  Mr.  J.  Perry  presided  over 
a big  attendance.  Tlie  Clmiinian  said  the 
committee  had  placed  a true  balance  sheet 
beforo  the  members,  and  they  debited  that 
it  should  be  fully  discussed.  The  adverse 
balance  on  the  farm  was  due  to  tlie  slump 
which  all  farmers  had  To  face.  He  referred 
in  complimentary  terms  to  Mr.  Hewison,  the 
farm  manager,  who,  he  -said,  was  a compe- 
tent  official. 

Mr.  T.  Wood  (auditor)  said  the  community 
was  passing  through  a very  severe  time,  and 
the  Bambury  S/ooieby’s  difficulties  only  fol- 
lowed those  of  many  other  societies  who  had 
farms.  He  instanced  depreciations  of  farm 
stocks,  but  stated  that  members  should  bear 
in  mind  they  lmd  a monetary  advantage  in 
prices  where  beast.  tfco.,  bad  been  trans- 
ferred to  shops,  so  that  it  was  not  in  i entity 
all  loss.  Tlie  policy  of  the  committee  and 
officials  had  resulted  in  tlie  capital  of  the 
society  being  preserved  intact.  The  report 
and  balance  sheet  were  discussed  and 
approved. 

Mr.  Lickorisli  (secretary)  read  a statement 
setting  forth  more  fully  tlie  policy  the 
management  bad  pursued.  He  said 
tlie  society  had  increased  its  share  capi- 
ta] by  £70,000  since  1914.  lie  also  read  a 
letter  from  Professor  Hall  agreeing  with  tlie 
policy  which  bad  been  pursued. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Cooke  (manager)  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Lickorisli  (secretary)  were  re-elected. 

Tho  meeting  concluded  at  11-30  p in.,  with 
every  evidence  tliat  the  explanations  given 
through  the  press  and  in  the  meeting  had 
resulted  in  confidence  being  maintained. 


C.W.S.  PRESENTATION. 


Mr.  Shepherd,  who  recently  resigned  his 
appointment  at  the  C.W.S  London  branch 
to  take  up  the  important  position  of  "buyer 
for  the  woollens  department  of  the  All 
Russian  Co-operative  Society,  has  been  pre- 
sented -with  a barometer  by  the  employees  of 
the  woollens  and  ready-made  departments 
at  Leman-street.  Mr.  Hay  made  the  pre- 
sentation, and  expressed  the  good  wishes 
of  the  staff  for  Mr.  Shepherd's  future  suc- 
cess. The  gift  was  acknowledged  by  Mr. 
Shepherd  in  suitable  terms. 


LOYALTY  IN  POLITICS. 

SUCCESSFUL  CO-OPERATIVE 
PARTY  CONFERENCES. 


The  feature  of  the  conferences  arranged 
under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Co-opeiative 
Party  and  the  various  sectional  boards,  held 
on  Saturday  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  policy  of  the  Co-operative  Party,  was  the 
enthusiasm  displayed,  particularly  in  the 
West  of  England.  Five  gatherings  were 
held : two  in  {lie  Midland  Section  at  Rugby 
and  Nottingham ; one  at  Newcastle  for  the 
North  ; one  at  Exeter  for  the  South- Western 
Section;  and  one  at  Cardiff  fer  the  Western 
Section.  There  were  good  attendances  at 
each  of  tlie  meetings  to  discuss  tlie  paper 
entitled,  “The  Co-operative  Party:  It’s 
Policy.  Activities,  and  Needs,”  which  has 
been  jointly  prepared  by  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Watkins  and  S.  F.  Perry  (chairman  and 
secretary  respectively  of  the  National  Co- 
operative Party),  which  was  summarised  in 
a recent  issue  of  the  “ News.” 

It  was  evident  from  the  speeches  of  many 
of  tlie  delegates  that  there  was  :i  strong 
desire  to  push  forward  with  political  work. 

Mr.  Liddle  (C.W.S.  director  and- member 
of  the  executive  of  the  Co-operative  Party), 
who  presided  at  the  Newcastle  Conference, 
contended  that  “ good  wishes  should  he 
translated  into  active  support  ” ; whilst  Mr. 
S.  F.  Perry,  at  Nottingham,  pointed  out  that 
the  amount  of  respect  and  consideration  co- 
operators  would  get  from  any  Government 
would  depend  entirely  upon  their  strength 
and  representation  in  Parliament.  A reso- 
lution was  also  adopted  at  the  latter  meet- 
ing protesting  against  any  reduction  in  the 
grant  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  local 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


ILLEGITIMATE  TRADING’ 


It  was  reported  at  the  quarterly  confer- 
ence of  the  Association  of  Joint  Committee® 
of  Management  (Manchester  District),  held 
in  Manchester,  on  Saturday,  that  the  execu- 
tive had  written  the  directors  of  the  Whole- 
sale Society  asking  whether  it  would  he 
possible  for  them  to  accept  the  following 
recommendations  : — 

(a)  “ That  to  prevent  illegitimate  trading, 
we  request  the  C.W.S.  directors  to  withdraw 
the  privilege  at  present  extended  to  indivi- 
dual persons  of  purchasing  goods  direct  from 
tlie  C.W.S.,  except  on  a written  order  from 
a retail  society  of  which  the  purchaser  is  a 
member.” 

(b)  “That  triplicate  order  books  be  pro- 
vided by  tlie  C.W.S.  and  supplied  to  retail 
societies  at  cost  price.  The  first  copy  to  be 
presented  by  the  purchaser  to  the  C.W.S. 
at  the  time  of  purchase.  The  second  copy  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  C.W.S.  by  post  by  the 
retail  society.  The  third  copy  to  remain  with 
the  retail  society.” 

The  Secretary  stated  that  lie  liad  received 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  letter  from  tho 
C.W.S. ' 

[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

health  committees  for  the  distribution  of 
milk  to  necessitous  mothers  and  : babies. 
Speaking  at  Rugby  Mr.  Hill  (Leicester) 
pointed  out  that  co-operation  was  something 
greater  than  buying  groceries,  and  loyalty 
in  politics  was  required  as  well  as  loyalty  in 
trade. 

The  Cardiff  Conference  adopted  a resolu- 
tion approving  of  the  action  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  in  calling  the  sectional 
conferences  and  advocating  the  holding  of 
n national  conference  to  consider  the  policy 
»»f  the  party. 


The  Most  Wonderful 
==  of  all  Sales  = 

IS  THAT  OF 


C.W.  s. 


ETTES 


PER  YARD 


Is.  3d. 


PER  YARD. 


The  Co-operative  Stores  throughout  the 
country  are  taking  full  advantage  of  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society’s  offer  of 
Flannelettes  Diredt  from  the  Looms  of  the 
Bury  and  Radcliffe  Mills.  These  are  the 

FINEST  VALUE  OBTAINABLE 


They  are  in  Stripes  and  Plains,  and  are 
most  suitable  for  Ladies'  and  Children's 
Wear  ; also  Men’s  and  Boys’  Shirts  and 
Pyjamas. 


These  Flannelettes  are  BELOW 
To-day’s  COST  of  PRODUCTION 


Anticipate  your  wants  and  get  a supply 
now  from  your  own  Co-operative  Store, 
and  so  help  to  keep  the  C.W.  S.  Mills 
employed. 


6 

1 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


February  11,  1922. 


STILL  ON  SALE 
AT  ALL  STORES 

C.W.S.  FLANNELETTE 


is.  3d.  per  yard. 


Grow  more  Vegetables, 

Get  more  Flowers,  . . 
Use  more  Fertiliser,  . 

AND 

Sow  more  C.W.S.  Seeds. 

• 4- 

WITH  THE  HELP  OF  THE 

• — y — : — 1922 

C.W.S.  SEED 


CATALOGUE 


You  can  Order  for 
DIRECT  SUPPLY, 


AND  PAY  THROUCH  YOUR  STORE. 


4* 


Ask  yoar  Store  Manager  to  get  you  a 
C.W.S.  Catalogue.  He  will  do  it  with 
pleasure  to  himself  and  profit  to  you. 


THE  PEOPLE'S 
YEAR  BOOK, 

2s.  6d. 

Or  post  free  3/~,  jrom  Co-operative  Press 
Agency,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 

SPECIAL  TERMS  TO  SOCIETIES  ordering 

quantities  for  their  Committees,  Employees,  or 
Members. 

MORE  PRESS  NOTICES. 


BRITISH  TRADE  JOURNAL. - 
In  this  year  hook  the 
public  will  find  the  lit  tost 
official  information  rein  ting 
to  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. It  is  now  im  impor- 
tant. factor  in  British  trade, 
distributive  and  productive. 
The  year  book  is  an  interest- 
ing and  useful  compilation, 
containing  the  usual  infor- 
mation and  statistics  of  a 
general  character ; but  its 
chief  aim  is  the  representa- 
tion of  every  aspect  oi  co- 
operation at  home  and 
abroad.  Tt  is  well  illustrated 
and  excellently  -arranged. 

THE  CHURCH  TIMES  — 

“ The  People’s  Year  Hook 
and  Annual  of  the  English 
and  Scottish  Wholesale 
Societies  ” is  not  an  alluring 
title  to  the  average  man.  But 
the  volume  before  us  must 
not  he  judged  by  it.  It  is  a 
remarkably  full  and  iutciest- 
ing  liandlxok  of  information, 
not  only  on  the  Co-operathe 
Movement,  on  the  Industrial 
labour  Movement,  women's 
progress,  international  trade, 
nut  on  many  oilier  matters. 
AVe  note  excellent  articles, 
for  exam  pi;,  cn  the  work  of 
the  National  Trust  for  Places 
of  Historic  Interest  or 
Natural  Beauty,  on  the  work 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  on  the  National 
Housing  Scheme,  in  cadi 


case,  it  need  scarcely  lie  said, 
from  the  definite  standpoint 
of  the  movement  which  the 
“Year  Book  ” represents, 
find  there  is  a large  number 
of  illustrations. 

BELFAST  NEWS  LETTER.- 

This  annual  of  the  English 
and  -Scottish  Co-operative 
Who’osnle  Societies  contains 
articles  on  " The  Co-operative 
Movement,”  “ Tho  Industrial 
Labour  Movement,”  “The 
Political  Labour  Movement, 'J 
“ The  Price  Movement,  and 
the  Food  Supply.”  ••Fiscal 
Topics,”  ••  Capital  and 
Credit,”  “ Women's  Outlook 
and  Progress,”  and  a series 
of  general  articles.  Tho  price 
is  2s.  6d.  net. 

WEST  AFRICA.— 

“ The  People’s  Year  Book, 
1922,”  has  reached,  us  from 
the  offices,  1,  Balloon-street, 
Manchester.  The  hook  deals 
with  the  co-operative  move- 
ment in  general,  the  indus- 
trial and  political  labour 
movements,  the  price  move- 
ment and  food  supply,  fiscal 
topics,  capital  and  er<ul;t, 
and  women’s  outlook  and 
progress,  while  general 
articles  are  also  given.  In 
every  case  tho  writer  is  a 
recognised  authority,  and 
the  volume,  as  a result  of 
this  and  of  excellent  printing 
and  illustration,  is  .assured  of 
well-deserved  popularity. 


tlx  Cooperative  mm 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 


SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  n,  1922. 


THE  POLITICAL  FIGHT. 

Many  months  have  passed  since  Mr.  Winston  Churchill 
made  it  clear  that  the  Coalition  plan  of  campaign  at 
the  next  general  election — whenever  it  might  come— 
would  he  to  declare  war  on  the  “ Socialist  Peril.’’  His 
words  bore  every  indication  of  representing  an  agreed 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Coalition  chiefs. 

He  has  been  at  it  again,  and  has  evoked  a crushing 
reply  from  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson.  Lord  Birkenhead 
has  rallied  to  the  aid  of  his  flayed  comrade,  but  has  been 
left  smarting  under  the  lash  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes.  The 
two  Labour  representatives  have  pronounced  the  most 
severe  condemnation  of  the  Government  that  has  been 
heard  for  months. 

Scarborough  Congress  declined  to  authorise  a Labour- 
Co-operative  alliance  on  a national  scale.  That  will  not 
save  our  Co-operative  candidates  for  Parliament,  and 
all  the  invective  that  Coalitiou  leaders  turn  against  the 
Labour  Party  will  be  turned  against  the  Co-operative 
Party  ; for  wherever  a Co-operative  candidate  appears 
he  will  be  scheduled  by  the  opposing  candidate  among 
the  unholy  anathematised  by  the  Dundee  oracle,  as  we 
warned  co-operators  when  his  first  betrayal  of  the  plan 
of  campaign  was  uttered. 

We  are  not  particularly  concerned  what  our  political 
enemies  call  us.  Everybody  who  dares  to  stand  up 
against  the  Churchill  lamb  or  his  friends  will  be  de- 
nounced as  a Socialist  or  a Communist,  or  as  a mis- 
chievous vote-splitter  whose  candidature  can  have  no 
other  effect  but  to  expose  the  country  to  the  Red  Peril. 
We  have  this  consolation  : that  nothing  Mr.-  Churchill 
has  to  say  against  any  Co-operative  candidate  will  be 
any  worse  than  he  has  already  said  about  Unionists 
and  Liberals  in  the  past. 

The  co-operative  political  programme  was  outlined 
here  a fortniglit__ago.  Co-operators  ought  to  organise 
for  its  realisation,  and  to  go  on  with  their  plans  undis- 
mayed by  the  Eliminations  of  their  enemies. 


TRAGEDY  GREATER  THAN 
WAR. 

Those  of  us  who  listened  to  Dr.  Nansen’s  terrible 
address  in  Manchester  on  Monday  evening  left  his  meet- 
ing -with  feelings  that  are  literally  indescribable. 

His  address  on  the  Russian  famine  was  devoid  of 
rhetoric,  and  the  Doctor,  innocent  of  any  of  those  wiles 
byij  which  the  platform  speaker  usually  holds  his 
audience,  simply  chilled  the  gathering,  and  left  the 
hearers  doubting  whether  civilisation  exists. 

He  described  that  Volga  region  where  33,000,000 
people  lived,  last  summer ; where  19,000,000  are 
threatened  with  death  ; where  some  millions  are  doomed, 
to  die  from  hunger  whatever  the  world  may  do  now  to  try  to 
save  them.  Dr.  Nansen,  who  has  faced  the  great  white 
silence  of  the  Arctic  ice,  and  gone  through  the  privations 
and  the  miseries  inseparable  from  Polar  explorations, 
confesses  himself  appalled  at  the  recollections  of  those 
awful  famine-laden  tracts  in  the  valley  of  the,  Volga. 
I-Iaving  heard  his  story,  and  seen  his  photographs  of  the 
heaps  of  frozen  corpses  of  famine  victims — men,  women, 
and  children — naked  because  their  clothing  had  to  be 
taken  for  those  who  had  none  at  all,  we  can  well  believe 
that  Dr.  Nansen  looks  back  upon  his  vicissitudinous  life 
in  the  Arctic  as  a holiday  experience. 

What  is  the  position  ? Think  of  a village  of  four 
thousand  inhabitants  doomed  to  death  by  famine,  and 
of  a relief  committee  compelled  to  select  two  thousand 
that  can  be  saved  and  compelled  to  hold  out  no  hope  to 
the  other  two  thousand  except  the  hope  of  a speedy  relief 
by  death.  Why  should  the  food  procured  by  the  com- 
mittee not  be  divided  among  all  ? Because  the  committee 
can  oni.'  procure  enough  to  preserve  the  lives  of  half,  and 
to  divide  it  among  all  would  mean  that  none  would  get 
enough  for.  the  purpose,  and  all  would  die.  But  it  is  not 
such  a village  that  is  involved.  It  is  a region  twice  the 
size  of  France,  which  contains  many  villages  and  towns 
where  this  process  has  to  be  repeated. 

Dr.  Nansen  knows  that  there  are  hardships  in  every 
country  at  present,  but  the  Russian  famine  is  the  most 
appalling  famine  that  has  ever  come  upon  the  world  ; 
and  he  tells  the  people  of  Europe  that  they  simply  cannot 
afford  not  to  help  to  allay  it,  for,  if  they  ‘do  not  help, 
it  means  an  immense  granary — twice  the  size  of  France — 
laid  bare  and  cut  out  of  the  world  as  an  economic  entity, 
perhaps  for  a generation  or  longer. 

Co-operators  in  this  country  have  already  contributed 
over  £2,000  in  response  to  the  appeal  of  the  International 
Congress  and  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  the  money 
has  been  passed  on  through  Dr.  Nansen's  fund.  Thank 
God  that  sum  will  save  3,500  lives  on  Dr.  Nansen's 
showing,  but  it  it  the  most  we  can  do  ? The  Russian 
co-operative  movement  is  throwing  itself  heart  and  soul 
into  what  can  only  be  described  as  this  great  salvage. 
The  Soviet  Government,  according  to  Dr.  Nansen,  is 
doing  all  it  is  possible  to  do  ; it  is  spending  £15,000,000  ; 
it  is  feeding  2,250,000  people,  and  it  is  encouraging  Dr. 
Nansen  and  his  helpers  in  every  direction  to  secure  that 
the  help  given  gets  to  the  sufferers  for  whom  it  is  intended. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

A Liberal  propagandist  circular  sent  round  a Manchester 
constituency  booms  “ copartnership  and  profit-sharing  ” as  a 
solution  of  the  industrial  problem.  There  arc  a good  many  co- 
operators  who  would  agree  with  this  proposition,  but  it  is  not  the 
“copartnership  and  profit-sharing”  described  in  the  leaflet 
referred  to.  Tom  Stott  is  the  name  appended  to  the  article, 
and  Mr.  Stott’s  scheme  of  profit-sharing  is  “ based  upon  a plan 
to  extract,  by  joint  effort  of  employer  and  employed,  as  much  as  can 
reasonably  be  obtained  out  of  the  industry  for  the  mutual  advantage 
of  all  those  engaged  in  it."  The  venerable  Lord  whose  observa- 
tion regarding  the  imaginary  inscription  on  the  Treasury  Note 
evoked  so  much  indignation  a few  days  ago  is  associated  with 
profit-sharing  schemes,  but  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trusts 
had  some  very  pertinent  comments  to  make  upon  soap  prices 
and  profits  not  long  ago.  A profit-sharing  scheme  which  ranges 
the  worker  on  the  side  of  the  capitalist  against  the  consumer  is 
not  a solution  of  any  social  problem  which  concerns  the  comfort 
of  the  workers  as  a whole,  and  would  he  as  mischievous,  in  the 
long  run,  as  an  agreement  under  which  employers  and  employed 
agree  that  prices  should  he  kept  up.  The  users  of  soap,  for 
example,  would  not  be  included  among  “ all  those  engaged  in 
the  soap  industry,”  and  the  scheme  outlined  by  Mr.  Stott  would 
legalise  the  extraction  of  as  much  as  can  be  obtained  out  of  the 
purchasers  of  soap,  especially  when  there  is  a huge  combine  in 
command  of  the  soap  trade.  A complete  copartnership  would 
be  one  in  which  the  consumers  and  producers  agree  upon  the 
conditions  under  which  the  goods  will  bo  produced  for  their 
mutual  benefit,  but  none  of  the  “ orthodox  parties  of  the  State  ” 
will  put  that  system  forward  as  their  solution  of  present-day 
problems. 

Co-orERATORS  who  value  the  social  services  which  have  been 
made  charges  on  the  national  exchequer  must  be  prepared  to 
fight  against  any  reduction  of  the  expenditure  necessary  to 
apply  the  Fisher  Education  Act,  to  maintain  the  sanitary  and 
hygienic  measures  which  have  lowered^  the  national  death-rate, 
to  maintain  old-age  pensions,  and  to  maintain  the  poor  relief 
rendered  necessary  by  the  economic  conditions  brought  about 
by  the  governments  of  Europe.  Since  the  present  Government 
went  into  power  with  a mandate  to  create  the  land  of  peace  and 
plenty  promised  in  election  speeches,  it.  has  spent  303  millions 
in  military  expeditions.  Nearly  95  millions  were  spent  in  dis- 
ereditable  military  enterprises  in , Russia  to  overthrow  the 
Government  established  by  the  Russian  people ; 145  millions 
were  spent  in  “ Mespot,”  Persia,  and  Palestine  ; 15  millions  in 
Egypt ; 14  millions  in  Constantinople  ; 34}  millions  in  Ireland. 
Reactionary  papers  and  politicians  cry  out  against  the  present 
taxation,  which  is  “ crushing  industry.”  Wo  agree  that  taxa- 
tion is  crushing,  but  the  working  classes  are  not  responsible  for 
the  taxation,  and  the  reactionaries  who  upheld  the  above 
criminal-  extravagance  in  military  expenditure  for  three  years 
after  the  “ peace  government  ” accepted  office  must  not  bo 
allowed  to  tamper  with  public  health  and  educational  schemes 
for  which  the  working  classes  have  fought  vigorously  for  at  least 
a generation.  These  continued  military  expeditions  have  kept 
financial  exchanges  disturbed,  retarded  the  restoration  of  normal 
conditions  of  trade,  and  impoverished  the  nat  ion.  The  working 
classes  must  not  be  made  to  suffer  on  that  account. 


The  Minister  for  Agriculture,  Sir  Arthur  Griffith-Boscawcn, 
is  reported  as  having  told  an  interviewer  that  he  cannot  see  what 
difference  the  intervention  of  Canadian  cattle  could  make  during 
the  present  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.  That,  at  any 
rate,  is  a Ministerial  change  of  ground.  The  theory  which 
formerly  held  good  was  that  the  removal  of  the  embargo  on 
Canadian  cattle  would  ruin  some  interests.  That  theory  was 
definitely  exploded  by  the  Royal  Commission.  If  .Sir  Arthur 
cannot  see  what  difference  it  woukVmakc  to  have  increased  sup- 
plies of  healthy  cattle  for  food  at  any  time,  he  can  scarcely  have 
read  the  report  of  the  Commission,  which  made  it  clear  that  the 
removal  of  the  embargo  would  tend  to  cheapen  food.  If  the 
present  outbreak  QKfliscase. occurred  dujing  the  cattle  importing 
season,  the  advantage  of  the  unpolluted  stock  would  be  still 
more  evident.  The  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  has  been 
published,  it  is  true,  but  the  Government’s  intentions  with 
regard  to.itfare  still  undisclosed.  There  is  a widespread  belief 
that  the  session  of  Parliament  which  opened  this  week  will  be 
its  last.  It  may  even  be  the  last  Parliament  in  which  the 
Coalition  will  be  in  power.  Wc  hope  the  Co-operative  Party's 
representative  in  Parliament,  and  his  allies,  will  press  vigorously 
for  a declaration  on  the  subject  before  office  is  assumed  by  a 
Government  that  can  disclaim  any  responsibility  for  the 
Commission. 

Several  of  the  private  traders’  publications  are  publishing 
statements,  evidently  emanating  from  the  same  source,  to  the 
effect  that  there  is  “ an  appreciable  and  increasing  tendency  on 
the  pail  of  shoppers  in  certain  parts  of  Lancashire  to  transfer 
their  allegiance  from  the  co-operative  stores  to  private  traders.” 
Evidently  this  is  one  of  the  cases  where  the  wish  is  father  to  the 
thought.  In  fact,  a writer  in  one  of  these  periodicals  wonders 
whether  this  suspected  turnovoc  of  trade  denotes  discontent 
and  disgust  with  co-operation,  and  hopes  it  docs.  As  usual, 
however,  the  sting  comes  in  the  tail,  but  in  this  case  the  writer 
stings  himself.  After  levelling  at  the  co-operative  movement  all 
the  abuse  he  can  collect,  he  finishes  up  with  the  trite  remark, 
“ We  are  no  great  believer  in  wordy  protestations  and  attacks 
on  the  movement,  which  often  result  in  creating  sympathy  for 
the  attacked  rather -than  for  the  attackers.” 


Owing  to  the  reduced  size  of  the  paper  this  week, 
it  has  been  necessary  to  hold  over  several  of  our 
usual  features,  as  well  as  many  reports,  letters,  and 
items  of  news. 


February  11,  1022. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


The  first  instalment  of 
this  gripping  Story 
appeared  last  week. 
You  can  begin  reading 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  CHAPTER  1. 

The  Earl  of  lllingwater,  a childless 
widower,  married  a French-Canadian 
Widow  with  a charming  daughter,  Naomi. 
The  union  proved  childless,  like  the  first, 
end  the  second  Lady  lllingwater  died,  leav- 
ing the  Earl  to  take  care  of  Naomi. 

Horace  Despard,  the  only  son  of  Lord 
lllingwater's  scapegrace  brother,  adopted 
by  the  Earl  as  the  heir-presumptive  to  the 
title  and  the  estate,  falls  in  love  with  the 
vivacious  and  amiable  Naomi,  greatly  to 
the  distress  of  the  Earl,  who,  remembering 
that  Naomi’s  father,  a ne’er-do-well,  had 
been  killed  in  a scrap  in  the  Wild  West, 
;nd  that  Naomi's  mother  had  played  upon 
him  to  seme  extent,  disapproves  of  love- 
making  between  Horace  and  Naomi. 

Naomi  Leferier,  the  Earl’s  step-daughter, 
is  a bewitching,  olive-skinned  little  heart- 
tcascr  who  dotes  on  Horace  as  he  dotes  on 
her. 

Muriel  AtterclifTe,  a cold-hearted  sort  of 
beauty,  has  wealth  sufficient  to  maintain 
the  old-time  dignity  of  Ivy  Towers. 

Aubrey  AtterclifTe,  Muriel's  brother,  is 
quite  agreeable  to  his  sister  being  engaged 
Lord  lllingwater’s  heir,  and  has  virtually 
settled  it  with  the  Earl. 

The  Earl  bluntly  decrees  that  Horace  must 
marry  Muriel  AtterclifTe.  He  cannot  disin- 
herit Horace  by  will,  but  he  threatens  to 
marry  again  if  Horace  persists  in  his  love 
(or  Naomi,  and  so  jeopardise  Horace’s 
chance  of  succession.  Horace  and  Naomi 
are  undismayed  by  the  Earl's  threat,  and 
after  planning  to  find  a husband  for  Naomi's 
cousin,  Stella  Hazlethorpo,  who  is  on  her 
way  from  America  to  visit  Naomi  and  the 
Earl,  the  sweethearts  are  consoling  them- 
selves as  sweethearts  will  when  a sinister 


figure  intrudes  upon  them. 


Chapter  II.- 


-Thf.  Man  from  ‘ 
Side.” 


the  Other 


His  age  might  have  been  anything  be- 
tween forty  and  fifty ; his  hair,  originally 
(lurk,  was  fast  turning  grey,  and  had  receded 
Considerably  from  his  temples.  His  face 
was  thin,  his  nose  pinched,  his  lips  bloodless, 
S'IkI  his  chin  sharp. 

But  his  black  eyes  were  keen  and  bright, 
the  sparkle  in  them  suggesting  both  humour 
nm!  passion.  Though  he  was  shabbily  and 
carelessly  garbed,  his  attire  did  not  proclaim 
extreme  poverty. 

“You  .scoundrel!”  cried  Horace,  his  face 
aflame  with  anger.  “ How  dare  you  come 
here?  I’ll  have  you  locked  up  as  a sus- 
picious character.” 

“ Don’t  be  rash,  youngster,”  said  the 
shabby  man,  coolly.  “ I guess  you’re  a 
squire’s  son.  But  you  can’t  do  just  as  you 
like,  even  in  this  squire-ridden  old  country.” 
“ Don’t  you  know  that  this  is  private 
property,  you  rascal  ? How  did  you  get  in  ?” 
“ By  a gate  that  opens  on  to  the  lane 
yonder.  Finding  it  open,  I walked  in.” 

“ Well,  now  walk  out,  sharp,  or  I may 
quicken  your  steps  for  you.” 

With  his  hands  in  his  pockets,  the  man 
answered,  nonchalantly : 

“ 1 don't  mind  making  tracks,  my  young 
bantam.  But  I kinder  don’t  like  hurrying. 
Never  did,  even  when  the  risk  was  a darned 
sight  more  than  it  is  now.  Ever  go  in  /or 
hustling?” 

This  scornfully  defiant  speech  exasperated 
Horace  into  instant  action.  Darting  for- 
ward, he  made  a grab  at  the  stranger’s 
jacket  collar,  probably  with  the  intention  of 
running  him  out  after  the  style  of  a polioe- 
an  running  on  offender  ’*  in.” 

But  he  entirely  miscalculated  the  chances. 
The  man  neatly  slipped  a foot  between 
Horace's  two.  gave  his  leg  a dexterous  twist, 
swung  his  arm  around  tljp  young  man's 
waist,  and  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to 
ascribe  it  Naomi’s  lover  was  placed  in- 
gloriously  on  his  back.  — 

But  the  victor  was  not  permitted  to  have 
Things  all  his  own  way.  Naomi,  beside  her- 
jelf  with  rage,  sprang  at  him,  and  be- 
laboured him  in  an  effective  though  feminine 
osh  ion. 

Of  course,  the  discomfited  Horace  was  soon 
!1  his  feet  again,  and  the  tempest  of  his 
'rath  was  such  that  the  trespasser,  already 
gwildered  by  the  furious  attack  of  Miss 
Naomi,  thought  it  prudent  to  withdraw'  pre- 
cipitately from  the  fray,  though  he  kept  his 
lore  to  tlie  foe  as  he  did  so. 

“Whew!”  he  gasped.  “What  a pair  of 
hirtle  doves ! You’ve  got  grit,  missy,  and 
110  mistake.  But  you  don’t  belong  to  these 
Parts.  1 guess.  You  come  from  the  other 
Jtoe,  Quebec,  or  thereabouts.  I know  your 
br«ed.  Eight  years  ago  I killed  one  of  ’em 
°ut  in  Dakota,  a treacherous  dog  by  the 
^me  of  Paul  Leferier.” 

These  last  words  instantly  sent  the  angry 
from  Naomi’s  face.  A den tlily  pallor 
**>cceeded  it,  and.  clinging  affirightedly  to 
Horace’s  arm,  she  cried,  gasping  the  while: 

I ‘Ho  you  hear?  He — he — murdered  my 
“'her.  Ho  confesses  it;  ho  glories  in  it!” 
^Horace  could  hardly  believe  his  ears. 

hat  could  it  all  mean?  Was  it  possible 
y at  some  wild  romance  was  creepin;  ’ 


into 


the  quiet,  uneventful  English  life  that  had 
hitherto  been  his? 

Unable  to  find  suitable  words,  lie  held  the 
girl  closer  to  him,  and  glared  at  the  stranger 
threateningly.  But  the  latter  looked  in  no 
sense  scared.  On  the  contrary,  his  eyes 
gleamed  exultantly,  and  he  * cried  out 
venomously : 

“ Ho,  ho  ! So  you  are  Paul’s  gal,  are  you  ? 
By  the  Lord,  it’s  mighty  queer  that  we 
should  come  together  like  this.  Perhaps  it’s 
Fate!  Killed  him?  Yes,  I did;  anti  I stood 
my  trial  for  it  in  Dakota.  1 was  acquitted, 
honourably  acquitted,  because  everybody 
knew  the  dog  didn’t  deserve  a better  fate. 
And  so,  little  missy,  you're  his  child.  Ah! 
yes,  it’s  in  your  face.  You’ve  got  his  eyes, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  you've  get  his 
tigerish,  treacherous  blood  in  your  veins. 
Mite  ns  you  are,  you  can  he  dangerous,  I 
fee  Well,  well,  I’m  not  afraid  of  your  class, 
and  maybe  it’s  my  turn  to  scratch.” 

With  this  badly  veiled  threat  he  turned 
and  strode  away,  leaving  the  lovers  alone 
again. 

Naomi  wee  terribly  upset  it  the  ominous 
encounter,  and  for  a long  timo  Horace  had 
enough  to  do  in  soothing  and  comforting 
her;  but  when,  at  last  they  were  able  to  talk 
rationally  the  young  man  said  : 

“ Naomi,  can  you  explain  it  to  me?  Do 

you  know  this  man?” 

“ I do  not  know  him,”  she  answered,  with 
a shiver;  “ that  is,  1 never  saw*  him  before, 
and  I do  not  know  his  name.  But  1 have 
no  doubt  that  he  is  the  man  who  killed  my 
father  out  in  one  of  the  wild  Western  States. 
I know  nothing  abojit  it.” 

” Can  you  tell  me  whether  it  is  true  that 
this  man  stood  his  trial,  and  was  acquitted?” 

“ It  may  have  been  so.  I was  too  young 
to  understand.  Oh,  Horace,  I wish  that 
man  had  never  come  here.  I am  afraid,  I 
am  afraid!” 

Horace  asked  her  no  more  questions,  for 
she  was  clinging  to  him  like  a frightened 
child;  and  he,  being  very  fond  of  her, 
thought  more  of  petting  her,  and  f-octhing 
her.  than  of  inquiring  into  the  circumstances 
of  Paul  I.eferier’s  death. 

In  the  meantime  the  stranger,  having  left 
the  wood  by  the  same  path  and  gate  by 
which  lie  entered,  was  sauntering  along  the 
lane  which  skirted  this  part  of  the  park.  So 
engrossed  was  lie  in  his  thoughts  that 
lie  did  not  heed  the  clatter  of  hoofs  behind 
him',  until  hie  attention  was  aroused  by  a 
dear,  ringing  voice  crying:  “Stand  clear, 
my  man!” 

Resenting  the  imperious  tone,  the  Ameri- 
can turned,  with  an  angry  frown  on  his 
face,  and  as  he  did  so  lie  received  a cut  from 
a riding-whip,  the  pain  and  indignity  of 
which  stung  him  into  a frenzy  of  rag.?. 

The  horse  and  its  rider  were  nearly  upon 
him  ; but  with  wonderful  alertness,  and  the 
skill  born  of  long  practice,  he  gripped  the 
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not  wholly  departed  ; but  it  left  him  instantly 
as  he  gazed  upwards  with  mouth  agape.  And 
no  wonder,  for  surely  a more  perfect  speci- 
men of  early  womanhood  it  would  be 
impossible  to  find. 

She  was  gloriously,  radiantly  fair.  Her 
tresses  were  of  a deep-lined  gold,  her  eves 
large,  exquisitely  blue,  and  brighter  than 
sapphires,  her  brows  daintily  arched,  her 
L’o.'o  straight  as  Diana's,  her  mouth  haughty 
perhaps,  but  exceedingly  beautiful,  her  chin 
rounded,  and  her  complexion  clear  and  pure. 

“ Give  me  back  my  whip,”  she  commanded. 

Her  voice,  to  a certain  extent,  broke  the 
spell,  nr*l  .lie  regained  his  ordinary  coolness 
and  self-control,  as  he  answered  her  in  a 
manner  half-familiar,  hall-respectful. 

“Just  you  wait  a bit,  missy.  You  are  so 
eternal  handsome  that  I don’t  feel  so  mad 
as  T did  when  you  flicked  me  with  that  dog- 
lash  of  yours.  You  shall  have  it  hack  when 
I've  dene  looking  at  your  pretty  face.  So 
Your  Imperial-  High  and  Mightiness  may 
think  yourself  fortunate  that  this  humble  in- 
dividual can  put  up  with  a whipping  when 
thp  whipper  is  a young  and  lovely  female." 

Two  angry  spots  appeared  in  her  cheeks; 
but  her  tones  were  those  of  a mistress 
towards  a slave  a-s  she  said:  “ \ imagine  you 
have  come  from  a semi-civilised  land,  which 
is  a partial  excu.o  for  your  impertinence. 
Here,  let  me  tell  yiou,  we  deal  summarily 
with  rogues  , and  vagabonds.  So  far  as 
regards  the  cut  from  my  whip  is  concerned.  I 
did  not  intend  it  for  you,  but  for  my  horse. 
I called;  to  you  to  get  out  of  my  way,  but 
you  chanced  tio  be  in  too  leisurely  a mood. 
Now  hand  me  back  my  whip.” 

But  the  man,,  who  was  now  perfectly  cool, 
though  his  admiration  was  plainly  increasing 
every  moment,  felt  no  inclination  to  close 
the  scene  so  abruptly.  For  the  moment  he 
was  master,  and  he  felt  much  inclined  tn 
dally"  with  the  scene.  So  he  said  : “ I’m  real 
glad  that  you  didn't  intend  that  cut  for  me. 
Even  when  a girl  is  a.s  handsome  as  you  are 
she  shouldn’t  be  spiteful.  It's  kinder  dan- 
gerous, you  know.” 

“ Arc  you  going  to  givp  me  hack  my 
whip?”  she  demanded  with  a deepening 
frown,  which  in  no  way  affected  his 
deameniiour, 

“ Presently,  missy,  presently.  I want  to 
look  at  you  for  just  a while,  for  you’re  good 
to  look  at,  ’pon  my  soul  you  are.  A finei' 
gal  I’ve  never  seen.,  and  I’ve  seen  some  of 
the  best  of  them,  French  polished  and  in  the 
rough.  Say.  missy,  you’d  do  for  a planter’s 
wife  in  Carolina  or  Virginia,  where  you’d  no 
end  of  nigger's  to  whip  for  the  fun  of  the 
thing.  You're  hardly  the  sort  of  girl  for 
this  sanctimonious  old  country,  where  you 
can’t  even  whip  a nursemaid  if  she’s 
saucy.” 

He  rambled  on  in  tihis  fashion,  plainly 
thinking  less  of  what  he  was  saying  than 
of  the  fair  face  at  which  he  was  looking. 


' Quick  as  Lightning  He  Seized  Her  Wrist  and  Wrenched  the  Whip  from  Hep. 
Hand.” 


beast  by  the  bridle,  and  almost  jerked  it 
on  to  its  haunches. 

The  rider  was  a splendid  horsewoman,  or 
undoubtedly  she  would  have  been  thrown. 
But  she  retained  her  seat,  and  her  nerve 
also;  for  she  raised  the  whip  again,  with  the 
evident  intention  of  bringing  it  down  across 
the  man's  upturned  face. 

But  in  this  she  was  foiled,  for,  quick  as 
lightning,  he  seized  her  wrist,  and  wrenelted; 
the  thing  from  her  baud.  Tiien;  being 
master  of  the  situation,  he  had  leisure  to 
look  fully  at  her. 

The  sting  cf  the  blow  she  had  dealt  was 
still  with  him,  and  the  frenzy  of  rage  had 


That  he  was  a man  quickly  affected  by 
female  charms  was  manifest  enough  to  the 
girl ; Tind  she  saw  that  it  was  still  easy  to 
stimulate  the  hot,  passionate  blood  in*  his 
veins. 

But  she  evinced  no  fear  of  him,  and  the 
two  red  spots  on  her  cheeks  were  those  of 
anger  only.  Just  at  this  moment,  however, 
the  eotind  of  hoofs  was  again  heard,  and 
a few  seconds  later  a horseman  came 
galloping  round  a bend  of  the  road.  In  a 
moment  he  was  by  the  girl's  side,  crying: 
“ What's  the  matter,  Muriel?  Has  this 
fellow  dared  to — ” 

He  stopped,  and  looked  at  the  American 


a V8IT  dangerous  expression  on  his  fare 

I be  new-comer  was  a remarkably  lino 
specimen  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race.  * Ho 
ivas  in  his  prime,  being,  appmentlv,  about 
thirty  years  of  age.  u,  tile  full  height  of 
a man,  he  was  broad  m proportion,  and 
perfectly  modelled.  He  was  fair,  his 
(wtures  were  regular,  and  his  month  was 

S He  ™ good-looking, 

and  yet  a typically  manly  man. 

it  T ” M P"*™4  <"  ‘h®  American,  as  indeed 
it  would  iin\e  been  to  anyone,  that  tho 
man  and  the  girl  were  brother  and  sister. 
Both  were  fair,  the  outlines  of  the  faces 
were  the  same,  the  fearless  lines  of  the 
mouths  were  the  same,  and  the  brows 
w e,e  the  same ; while  the  eyes,  blue  in  the 
girl  and  grey  in  the  man,  were  similar  in 
size,  clearness,  and  steadfastness. 

But  there  were  differences.  The  hauteur 
so  marked  in  the  girl’s  expression,  was 
not  noticeable  in  the  man’s.  She  was  im- 
perious and  disdainful;  he,  only  reserved 
and  seif-controlled. 

Tho  “ man  from  the  other  side  ” saw  at 
once  that  he  was  in  an  awkward  prediea- 
ment  Ho  decided  at  onto,  however,  that 
the  boldest  policy  would  be  the  best;  ami 
he  met  the  young  man’s  threatening  looks 
with  the  blandest  expression  lie  could  call 
up  at  a moment’s  notice. 

“ Pardon  me,  sir,”  he  said,  dropping  all 
suggestion  of  slang,  either  American  or 
English,  “ you  are  quite  in  error.  The 
a dy  dropped  her  whip,  and  I was  about  to 
hand  it  to  her.” 

He  cast  a rapid  glance  of  mute  appeal 
to  the  lady  as  he  spoke,  and  the  faint 
curvo  of  amusement  that  showed  itself 
around  her  mouth  encouraged  him  in  tho 
hope  that  she  would  not  give  the  lie  to  his 
version  of  the  affair. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  man’s  impromptu 
explanation  commended  itself  to  her  sense 
of  discretion.  She  had  no  desire  just  then 
for  violent  (scenes,  with  prosecutions  and 
publicity  to  follow. 

It's  all  right,  Aubrey,”  she  said  com- 
posedly. “ Please  don’t  get  excited  <ibout 
nothing.  Just  give  the  man  a shilling  on 
my  account,  will* you?” 

The  horseman  didn't  look  altogether  satis- 
fied, but  lie  flung  a half-crown  into  the  road, 
after  which  lie  and  the  lady  ode  off. 

Tho  American  sauntered  slowly  on  his 
way,  soliloquising  softly  the  meanwhile. 

“ Holy  Peter!  1 haven’t  seen  so  splendid 
a creature  since  — Bah!  never  mind  that. 
And  this  one  beats  the  lot,  after  all.  She's 
fairly  set  my  heart  a-pumping.  And  she’s 
made  me  forget  that  I am  forty-five.  After 
all,  years  don’t  always  count.  " Women  liko 
this  one  can  play  hnnkey-pankey  with  any 
man  who’s  got  a drop  of  blood  in  his  veins.” 
In  the  meantime,  the  brother  and  sister 
rode  side  by  side,  chatting  lightly,  j the  girl 
seemingly  in  tho  best  of  humours.  She 
joked  the  young  man  about  his  excessive 
readiness  to  champion  her  cause,  with 'or 
without  provocation,  and  laughed  airily  at 
his  dubious  comments  on  the  stranger. 

“ Laugh. as  you  please,  Muriel,  but  in  my 
opinion  he’s  a dangerous  vagabond — one  of 
the  scourings  of  Yankee-laiul,  or  I’m  much 
mistaken.  I’m  absolutely  certain  that  he's 
a stranger  to  these  parts.” 

“ You  are  just  a delightful  simpleton, 
Aubrey.  You’je  got  a fair  share  of  brains, 
but  you  are  sadly  deficient  in  guile.  You 
really  ought  to  marry.  I wish  you’d  fall  in 
love.” 

II  Probably  I never  shall.” 

“ I’ll  not  believe  it.  There's  little  Naomi 
Leferier.  Isn’t  she  pretty  enough  for  you  ?” 

‘ I’d  rather  not  talk  of  her,”  he  rejoined, 
frowning.  “ She  is  liot-blooded  aaid  pas- 
sionate. She  repels  me.  But  never  mind 
my  likes  or  dislikes.  I would  rather  talk 
about  yours.  I hope  you  do  not  dislike 
Horace  Despard.” 

11  I do  not,”  she  said,  turning  on  him 
rather  sharply.  “ Why  do  you  say  that?” 
“ Well,  the  fact  is,”  he  replied,  stammer- 
ing, “ the  earl  and  I were  talking  of  the 

advisability  of  you  two — er— er ” 

A ripple  of  mocking  laughter  was  her  first 
reply  to  this.  But  afterwards  she  said : 

“ I have  no  objection  to  becoming 
Countess  of  lllingwater,  but  the  prospect 
of  having  to  wait  for  a generation  or  more 
before  I rejoice  in  tho  title  dariqfs  my 
enthusiasm.” 

“ I wish  you  wouldn’t  talk  in  that  strain, 
Muriel.  It  pains  me  a little.  Let  us  drop 
the  subject.  I see  you  do  not  favour  the 
idea.” 

“ You  are  wrong,  my  brother.  I do 
favour  the  idea.  Not  because  of  the  pros- 
pect of  becoming  Countess  of  lllingwater 
when  I am  on  the  wrong  side  of  fifty.  That's 
not  the  .spur.” 

‘‘Spur?  Oh,  Muriel!” 

“ Yes,  spur.  I am  going  to  marry  Horace 
Despard  because  he  dislikes  me.” 

‘‘Good  heavens!  Why  do  you  think 
that?”  I 

“ I think  it  because  I know  it.” 

“ But  it  is  impossible.  It  is  unreason- 
able.” 

“ Reason  has  nothing  to  do  with  love  or 
hate.  I don't  know  why  Horace  Despard 
dislikes  me.  Probably  he  doesn’t  know  him- 
self. I am  not  angry  with  him,  though  I 
mean  to  subjugate  him.  I shall  revel  in  the 
task,  I assure  you.  I hate  easy  conquests. 
Then  I have  another  spur,  the  desire  to 
punish  that  designing  little  jade,  Naomi 
Leferier.  The  minx  cordially  detests  uie, 
and  lias  got  a very  unmannerly  way  of  show  - 
ing it.  Oh,  how  we  girls  love  one  anotlier! 
What  a fine  rage  she  will  be  in  when  she 
finds  that  I have  stolen  her  lover.  In  her 
picturesque  fury  she  would  willingly  murder 
me  Ha.  ha,  ha!”  . , ..  . 

With  a ringing  laugh,  the  girl  whipped 
her  horse  into  a gallop,  as  if  to  emphasise 
her  scorn  of  obstacles  and  her  determination 
to  conquer. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


February  11,  1922. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


Mr.  11.  J.  Davies,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  A. 
Barnes  (president  of  the  London  Society) 
addressed  an  enthusiastic  Labour  rally  at 
Last  Ham  Town  Hall  recently. 


A Paddington  writer  wants  co-operators 
to  discuss  the  coming  Pure  Milk  Bill  which, 
he  understands,  will  make  delivery  of  milk 
in  bottles  compulsory.  He  objects  because 
the  change  would  mean  that  some  societies 
would  require  vans  instead  of  floats  and 
harrows,  and  additional  expense  would  be 
caused  by  breakages,  new  plant,  and 
l ottles,  and  double  staff  for  bottling  and 


tshing. 


The  London  Society's  Education  and 
Political  Committee  support  the  proposals 
to  establish  a trades  board  for  the  grocery 
and  allied  trades.  They  consider  that  this 
is  very  desirable,  “ as  there  is  undoubtedly 
at  the  present  time  a good  deal  of  ‘ sweat- 
ing ’ practised  in  this  industry,  and  the 
co-operative  movement  is  thereby  placed  at 
a big  disadvantage.” 


The  Stowmarket  Society  are  continuing 
their  “ Co-operative  News  ” competitions.. 
( hildren  of  members  have  a cliancc  of  win- 
ning a prize  for  a paper  containing  twelve 
sentences  summing  up  the  teachings  of  a 
1 News  ” leading  article.  This  is  the  way 
to  train  the  young  co-operators. 


The  guilds  and  political  councils  "in  the 
London  Society’s  area  are  being  grouped  in 
fifteen  zones,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  each 
of  these  districts  a strong  Guild  Council 
will  be  formed. 


Mr.  S.  Rees,  national  organiser  to  the 
Co-operative  Party,  recently  addressed  an 
open  meeting  of  the  Women’s  GuilcWit  Mar- 
rlw.  on  the  work  of  the  party.  He  nas  also 
spoken  at  a meeting  of  the  Cheshnm  So- 
ciety's members,  dealing  with  the  question 
of  co-operative  politics. 

“ Co-operative  Ideals  and  Their  Attain- 
ment” will  be  discussed' at  a co-operative, 
trade  union,  and  labour  conference,  which 
will  be  held  at  St.  Saviour’s  Mission  Room, 
Cornwall-rond,  Brixton,  on  Saturday,  tho 
11th,  under  the  auspices  of  the  South 
Suburban  Society’s  educational  department. 

As  indicated  in  the  article  on  London 
government  which  was  published  in  our  last 
issue,  co-operators  are  interested  in  the 
future  changes  which  are  likely  to  be  made. 
The  educational  department  of  the  South 
Suburban  Society  have  arranged  a timely 
conference  at  Croydon  on  March  11th,  when 
Mr.  Emil  Davies,  L.C’.C.,  will  speak  on 
” The  Need  for  Greater  London  Authority.” 


Mr.  Watson,  formerly  of  the  Scunthorpe 
(Lincolnshire)  Society,  has  taken  up  the 
managership  of  the  Eastleigh  Society.  Ho 
has  had  a previous  experience  of  the  south 
at  tho  Grays  Society. 


Mr.  J.  M.  Mactavish,  general  secretary 
to  tho  W.E.A.,  lias  arranged  to  speak  at 
a conference  at  Penge  on  the  18th  inst. , 
arranged  by  the  South  Suburban  Society’s 
educational  department. 


A very  enjoyable  time  was  spent  in  the  Co- 
operative Hall,  Swindon,  recently,  by  sixty 
members  and  friends  cf  the  Women’s  and 
Men’s  Guilds.  After  supper,  music,  songs, 
and  games  were  thoroughly  enjoyed.  A 
one-day  school  was  also  held  on  January 
29th.  Miss  Elsie  Morton,  P.P.R.,  gave  an 
interesting  address  and  conducted  a mock 
flection.  The  party  was  not  large,  but  to 
those  present  the  address  was  most  beneficial 
and  educational. 


The  recent  controversy  in  these  columns 
respecting  education  in  the  movement  should 
-give  additional  interest  to  a conference 
arranged  by  the  Southern  Co-operative 
Education  Association  arranged  for  Satur- 
day, the  2otli  inst. , at  the  C.W.S.  Assembly 
Hall,  Lemau-street,  E.  Mr.  Joseph  Reeves, 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational 
secretary,  will  read  a paper  on  “ Cc-opera- 
tive  Organisation  of  Adolescent  Education.” 


The  Buyers  and  Managers’  Association  of 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  recently  held 
their  annual  dinner  in  London,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  J.  Hall  (president)!  A 
visit  to  the  theatre  rounded  off  a pleasant 
evening 


Mr.  A.  Y.  Alexander  addressed  a numer- 
ously attended  propaganda  meeting  at 
Beading  on  Tuesday-  last  week. 


At  the  Norfolk  District  Conference,  on  the 
21st  inst.,  the  subject  to  be  discussed  is 
“ ’file  International  Co-operative  Alliance 
and  International  Trading.” 


The  London  Society  is  offering  250  prizes 
to  the  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age  who 
send  us  the  best  essays  on  “ Co-operative 
Tea.”  This  is  being  held  in  connection  with 
the  ^ society’s  special  window  display  of 
C.W.S.  tea  which1  is  now  being  held  in  the 
grocery  branches. 


The  death  lias  lately  occurred  of  Mr.  T. 
Atjunsou,  who  was  the  oldest  living  member 
of  the  old  Stratford  Society,  and  had  attained 
the  ripe  age  of  eighty-two. 


The  educational  committee  of  tho  Enfield 
Highway  Society  have  just  concluded  a 
week's  propaganda  in  various  districts  of 
the  society's  area.  Mr.  Burt  Williams 
gave  liis  picture-lecture,  “ Production  for 
l so,"  at  Waltham  Cross,  Waltham  Abbey, 
Stanstead  Abbotts,  Chingford,  and  Hert- 
ford. The  meetings  were  concluded  on 
Saturday  evening,  when  Mr.  D.  Mason 
(educational  secretary)  spoke  at  Church 
Booms,  Cheahunt.  On  the  18th  inst.  a 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Puckeridgo,  a new 


district  tapped  by  the  society,  when  Mr. 
'V;.  .^  hyurew  (president  of  the  society) 


nil!  deliver  an  address. 


THE  TRUST  MENACE. 


HOW  THE  WORKERS  ARE  AFFECTED. 


LECTURES  BY  MR.  A.  V.  ALEXANDER. 


One  feature  of  educational  development  is 
tho  new  style  of  lectures  which  are  given  to 
our  members.  These  in  many  cases  are  no 
longer  devoted  to  mere  platform  sentiments, 
but  are  replete  with  convincing  facts  and 
figures  which  can  be  passed  on  by  all  who 
carry  out  the  missionary  spirit-.  This  thought 
impressed  itself  on  the  writer  last  week  on 
hearing  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  conduct 
11  school”  at  Thornton  Heath,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  South  Suburban  Society’s 
educational  department. 

The  first  lecture  was  on  “ The  Menace  of 
Trusts  and  Combines,”  and  this  was  dealt 
with  by  Mr.  Alexander  with  a thoroughness 
and  mastery  whiclN»could  not  fail  to  carry 
conviction.  Mrs.  E.  Braithwaito  (president 
of  the  Thornton  Heath  Women's  Child)  pre- 
sided, and  at  the  opening  mentioned  that  this 
was  their  first  experience  of  a one-day  school 
in  that  district.  Many  working  women  who 
had  to  spend  their  husband’s  wages  had  had 
a good  experience  of  the  tactics  of  the  trusts 
and  combines  during  the  war. 


Effects  on  the  Consumer. 

Mr.  Alexander  first  dealt  with  the  growth 
of  trusts  and  combines  in  the  United  States, 
quoting  an  extract-  from  an  American  law  as 
a definition  of  the  system.  He  alluded  to  the 
operations  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company, 
which  had  forced  up  the  price  of  oil  against 
the  consumer.  The.,  trusts,  he  showed,  sup- 
ported huge  protective  tariffs.  In  this  country 
the  Cement  -Trust  had  been  largely  responsible 
for  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal materials  for  house  building.  The  out- 
put of  salt  was  controlled  by  the  Salt  Union. 
Messrs.  J.  and  P.  Coats,  before  the  war,  con- 
trolled 90  per  cent,  of  the  cotton  trade  in  this 
country,  and  had  a controlling  interest  in 
America  and  on  the  Continent  in  the  trade  m 
thread.  A dividend  of  35  per  cent,  had  been 
paid  to  the  shareholders,  and  to  escape  the 
super-tajc  bonuses  on  shares  amounting  to 
£1,000,000  were  paid  ; this,  of  course,  came 
out  of  the  consumers’  pockets.  The  lecturer 
also  gave  full  details  respecting  the  combines 
in  tobacco,  soap,  rubber,  light  castings,  milk, 
and  electric  lamps.  Summing  up  the  evil 
of  the  system,  Mr.  Alexander  showed  that  the 
combines  and  trusts  produced  a monopoly  and 
caused  high  prices  in  exploitation  of  the  con- 
sumer. There  was  the  constant  failiue  of 
the  worker  to  overtake  the  cost  of  living  from 
real  wages.  The  system  produced  a political 
control  and  consequent  corruption,  and  there 
was  also  a further  danger  owing  to  the  threat 
to  international  peace.  Tho  lecture  was 
followed  by  questions  and  discussion. 

Mr.  A.  Adams  (educational  committee)  pre- 
sided at  the  second  lecture,  in  which  Mr. 
Alexander  dealt  with  “ Co-operation  as  the 
Remedy.”  There  was,  he  ^aid,  a spurious 
form  of  co-operation — the  ' co-operation  of 
capital  instead  of  the  co-operation  of  tho ' 
units  of  humanity.  The  great  question  which 
must  be  faced  was  whether  the  combination 
generally  in  the  future  was  going  to  secure  a 
monopoly  for  a section  for  exploitation,  or 
whether  the  combination  was  going  to'  be  such 
as  would  secure  a monopoly  for  general  welfare. 
The  co-operative  movement  was  based  on  the 
co-operation  of  the  consumer.  Tho  basic 
principle  must  bo  the  establishment  of  human 
services  to  supply  human  necessities.  All 
these  things  must  bo  organised  and  produced 
on  the  basis  of  human  need  and  use,  and  not 
for  profit.  The  system  of  co-operation  bv 
consumers  would  meftn  a lifo  longer,  fuller, 
and  more  productive  for  all  those  engaged 
in  it.  In  the  speeches  of  political  leaders 
during  the  last  few  years  there  was  this  sen- 
tence continually  repeated  : “ \Ve_must  in 
this  extremity  of  our  country's  needs  have 
co-operation  between  all  classes.” 

.Mr.  Alexander  closely  examined  the  pro- 
posals of  the  advocates  of  copartnership, 
profit-sharing,  and  guild  socialism,  pointing 
out  the  weaknesses  of  these  systems.  He  con- 
tended that  in  the  co-operative  principle 
there  was  a democratic  control  from  the 
bottom  to  the  top.  They  were  able  to-control 
the  system  which  they  might  adopt  for  the 
remuneration  of  the  workers  and  the  number 
of  hours  to  be  worked.  He  regretted  that  les3 
than  10  per  cent,  of  the  membership  took  a 
live  interest  in  the  management  of  their  own 
institution.  He  pointed  out  that  under  a 
proper  system  of  co-operation  there  were  the 
means  of  setting  up  a method  of  caring  for 
the  welfare  generally  of  members  of  the  store. 

In  tills  connection  he  referred  to  what  had  been 


done  at  Kettering  in  providing  houses  for 
the  members.  Many  essential  services  could 
be  best  organised  on  a co-operative  basis. 
There  was  in  the  co-operative  movement  a 
vast  amount  of  voluntary  effort  for  tho  benefit 
of  all  on  the  principle  of  “ Each  for  all,  and 
all  for  each."  The  principles  of  co-operation 
taught  by  Owen,  Holyoakc,  Neale,  Maurice, 
Kingslej-,  and  Ludlow,  if  properly  carried  oUk, 
would  bring  about  that  kind  of  State  which  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  anticipated. 

The  International  Aspect. 

It  was  impossible  for  the  co-operative  move- 
ment to  progress  far  towards  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  unless  there  was  a solidarity 
between  co-operators  in  all  countries.  They 
had  been  endeavouring  during  the  last  three 
years  to  re-open  a system  of  international 
trade  between  the  co-operative  societies,  but 
the  currency  and  exchange,  and  all  symptoms 
of  disease  of  the  capitalistic  system  were  against 
them.  They  also  had  the  difficulty  in  finding 
commodities  produced  by  co-operators  in  the 
different  countries  which  could  be  readily 
exchanged  for  articles  manufactured  in  other 
countries,  multiplied  always  by  the  difficulty 
of  exchange.  So  far  from  the  co-operative 
movement  being  merely  a trading  organisation 
as  their  detractors  alleged,  it  had  a soul,  and 
if  they  were  loyally  prepared  to  develop  -it 
the  movement  could  be  a cure  for  many  evils 
of  the  social  system. 

There  was  a brief  discussion,  to  wluch  Mr. 
Alexander  replied. 

On  the  proposal  of  Mi's.  -Stewart  (West 
Norwood)  a vote  of  thaifks  was  passed  to  Mrs. 
Braithwaite  and  Mr.  Adams  for  presiding ; 
to  Mr.  Alexander  for  his  able  lecture  ; and  to 
the  ladies  who  had  provided  the  tea  in  the 
interval. 


WOOLWICH  OFFICIALS  AT 
DINNER.  \ 


A very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  by  the 
members  of  the  Buyers,  Managers,  and 
Responsible  Employees’  Association  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society  on  the  occasion  of 
their  annual  dinner  held  at  Pinoli’s 
Restaurant  a few  days  ago.  Numbering 
over  130,  the  party  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
menu,  and  also  greatly  appreciated  the  ren- 
derings of  the  orchestra,  while  dinner  was 
served. 

Mr.  J.  Hall  (president  of  the  association) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  after  he  had  ex- 
pressed regret  at  the  unavoidable  absence  of 
Mi’.  W.  B.  Neville  (vice-president),  through 
illness,  proposed  the  first  toast  of  the  even- 
ing. “The  King”;  Mr.  J.  Farrell  (manage- 
ment committee)  proposed  the  “ B.  M.  nr.d 
R.  E.  Association,’’  to  which  Mr.  J.  Hull 
suitably  replied.  Mr.  W.  Bethell  (vice- 
president)  proposed  the  next  toast.  “The 
Royal  Arsenal  C'o-operative  Society,"  and  in 
his  brief  remarks  referred  to  theVnndei  fid 
progress  and  expansion  of  the  society.  In 
responding,  Mr.  R.  R.  Wale  (chairman  "of  the 
management  committee)  alluded  to  the 
general  trading  difficulties  that  had 
prevailed. 

Other  toasts  were  honoured,  aftci  which 
the  secretary  of  the  association  (Mr.  V.  W. 
Scolding)  was  thanked  for  the  excellent 
manner  in  which  the  arrangements  for  the 
evening  had  been  carried  out. 

After  dinner  the  company  adjourned  to 
two  theatres — His  Majesty’s  and  the  London 
Hippodrome. 


A TOKEN  OF  ESTEEM. 


PRESENTATION  TO  EPPING'S 
MANAGER. 


On  Friday,  January  27th,  an  interesting 
gathering  of  the  Epping  Society’s  em- 
ployees took  place  at  the  central  depot,  for 
the  purpose  of  handing  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Middleton  (manager),  who  is  leaving  the 
society,  a gold  albert  and  seal,  accompanied 
by  a written  address,  as  a small  token  of 
appreciation  of  his  valued  sendees  during  a 
period  .of  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  F.  Cox  (a  past  president  of  the  so- 
ciety for  fourteen  years)  made  the  presen- 
tation on  behalf  of  the  employees.  He  said 
they  owed  very  much  to  Mr.  Middleton  for 
the  valuable  work  he  hail  done  in  the  so- 
ciety’s interests,  especially  during  the 
critical  period  of  the  war.  He  (Mr.  Cox) 
and  Mr.  Middleton  had  both  watched  the 
growth  of  the  society  from  a small  store 
to  a largo  central  building  with  three 
branches,  and  to  have  made  that  progress 
showed  what  could  be  done  by  capable  and 
efficient  management. 

Mr.  Middleton  suitably  responded. 


“ROPING  IN”  THE 

CHILDREN. 


HOW  TO  SET  ABOUT  IT. 

DETAILS  OF  THE  SCHEME. 


1 


It  is  not  often  that  London  has  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  Professor  F.  Hall 
(Adviser  of  Studies,  Co-operative  Union), 
but  one  of  these  rare  occasions  was  on 
Saturday  last  at  the  C.W.S.,  in  Ionian- 
street,  when  lie  addressed  an  assembly  of 
about  120  on  “ The  Organisation  of  Junioi 
Co-operators.”  Miss  J.  P.  Madams 
(Southern  Educational  Council)  was  in  the 
chair,  supported  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Bate. 

In  opening.  Professor  Hall  lamented  tli 
fact  that  from  a membership  of  fouo-aiul-; 
quarter  millions,  young  people's  organist 
tions  in  the  movement  were  only  able 
enrol  20,000  yearly,  and  out  of  this  numbw 
only  two  hundred  were  handed  over  to  tl« 
adult  organisations.  Not  until  these  20,0(1 
were  increased  to  one  million  would  lie  ! 
satisfied.  The  movement  would  not  ho 
healthy  and  vigorous  one.  and  its  future 
not  assured  until  they  had  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  children  behind  it. 


n- 

ior 

ii^| 


Difficulties  in  the  Way. 

Two  other  problems  they  were  up  ngnii 
were,  first,  getting  hold 'of  the  childr.,, 
and  secondly,  and  by  far  the  greatest  (liffi. 
culty  of  the  two,  keeping  them  once  tliej 
had  them  enrolled.  A better  organisation 
and  a more  ambitious  programme  should 
be  attempted  for  this  purpose  of  bringing 
the  children  together,  and  in  tin's  con 
nection  the  Central  Education  Committal 
recommended  that  the  organisations  whirl 
should  be  established  were  junior  cotopert 
tive  circles  for  juniors  up  to  15  or  16  year 
of  age,  and  co-operative  comrades’  guildi 
for  young  people  15  years  to  20  or  21 
years  of  age.  It  was  recommended  that 
both  boys  and  girls  be  admitted  to  tin 
circles  and  guilds,  rather  than  sepi 
organisations  should  be  formed  lor 
vsex.  As  this  scheme  provided  complete!; 
for  young  co-operators,  right  from 


the 


time  they  could  first  take  up  co-operativ 
activities  until  they  were  old  enough  t 
transfer  to  the  Men’s  and  Women' i. 
Gnilds,  it  was  thought  that  the  leakage 
between  junior  and  senior  organisations 
now  existing  would  be  largely  eliminated  1 


Real  Earnestness  Wanted. 

Proceeding,  Professor  Hall  urged  that 
general  and  educational  committees  should 
take  up  the  subject  of  the  organisation  of 
junior  co-operators  with  real  earnestness. 
The  co-operative  children  of  to-day  would 
be  tho  co-operators  of  to-morrow,  and 
properly  trained  and  brought  to  the  light 
now,  would  be  better  co-operators  than 
their  fathers  were  to-day.  (Hear,  hear,' 
The  Central  Education  Committee  were 
prepared  to  assist  in  the  formation  of 
guilds  and  circles  by  appointing  one  o| 
their  number  to  attend  and  take  part  in 
their  initiation.  Committees  would  do 
well  to  take  this  opportunity  of  “ roping 
in  the  enthusiasm  of  the  youthful  elemenj 
of  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  address  provoked  an  excellent  and 
animated  discussion. 

One  delegate  testified  to  the  fact  tin 
leaders  were  not  wanted  for  long  even  in 
the  junior  circles,  as  the  spirit  of  >elfi 
government  so  quickly  caught  on.  In  In' 
particular  guild  they  now  had  a committee, 
complete  with  chairman  and  secretary 
elected  from  among  themselves. 

Mr.  Reeves  (Woolwich)  averred  tint 
until  the  children  of  the  movement  took  a 
hand,  and  were  fully  recognised,  it  «ai 
useless  to  talk  about  a Co-operati  e Com- 
monwealth. He  also  spoke  enthusiastic. ill) 
on  the  need  for  the  open-air  training  "I 
the  child,  and  advocated  Kibbo-Kift. 

Prior  to  the  main  conference,  Professor 
F.  Hall  endeavoured  to  get  the  interests 
of  the  delegates  centred  on  a scheme  of 
annual  rally  for  the  circles  and  guilds. 


BASLE  INCIDENTS. 


In  the  absence  through  indisposition  ml 
Mr.  W.  B.  Neville,  Mr.  Joseph  Reeves  (tl*P 
Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational  secrel 
tary)  gave  an  excellent  lantern  lecture  ml 
the  Co-operative  Institute.  Parson's  HijkB 
Woolwich,  on  Saturday.  January  28tli.B 
dealing  with  his  experience  at  the 
national  Conference  at  Basle.  Mr.  R. 
Goodall  (education  committee)  presided. 

In  introducing  the  subject,  Mr.  Ree'H'l 
said  the  conference  was  undoubtedly  tbol 
most  important  one  ever  held.  “ We  intlu*  1 
ajjC,"  he  added.  “ cannot  realise  its  true  I 
significance,  and  only  future  generations 
will  be  able  to  measure  the  great  step  for- 
ward which  has  been  taken.”  At  Basic, 
certain  thiugs  were  done  of  an  almost  revo- 
lutionary nature,  and  previous  conferences 
were  never  so  great  in  focus  or  outcome 
as  was  that  of  Basle  in  1921.  They  felt 
that  they  were  going  to  something  < f :i  great 
and  momentous  character,  which  would 
make  history  for  the  co-operative  movement. 

A splendid  series  of  slides  was  shown, 
indicating  some  of  the  beauty  '-pot*  in  the 
Basle  district,  with  views  of  other  parts 
of  Switzerland.  Another  interesting 
feature  was  the 'display  of  portraits  of  the 
leading  people  at  the  conference,  and  the 
chief  officials  of  the  International  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance. 


Members  of  the  Crawley  and  1 field  Society 
oro  signing  a j>etition  against  the  curtail- 
ment of  educational  facilities. 


" Casey  ’’  has  been  engaged  to  give 
lecture-concerts  in  the  London  Society's 
area  from  March  20th  to  the  26th  inclusive. 


February  11,  1922. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGE. 


All  communications  intended  for  this  Page  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  “Woman’s  Page." 
" Co-operative  ' News  " Office,  Long  Mil'gatc,' 
Manchester. 


HANDS  OFF  BABY’S  MILK 

The  circulars  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  the  supply  of  milk  to  mothers 
and  infants  will  make  interesting  reading 
in  time.  The  earlier  circulars  urged 
local  authorities  to  care  for  the  health 
of  babies  and  their  mothers  ; then  when 
the  authorities  went  a little  too  fast  they 


“.WE  WANT  MILK.” 

were  called  to  order  in  a circular  “ which 
was  designed,”  we  are  told,  " to  eliminate 
extravagance  and  waste,  and  to  meet 
the  demand  for  economy  in  national  and 
local  expenditure.”  This  was  issued  in 
March,  1921,  and  was  followed  by  the 
now  famous  circular  234,  in  August  last. 
The  latest  circular  says  that  “ though 
on  strictly  financial  grounds  severe 
reduction  in  this  grant  was  entirely 
justified,  in  view  of  the  commitments  of 
local  authorities  during  this  financial 
year,  and  the  distress  existing  from  the 
extent  of  unemployment,”  the  grant  was 
to  be  extended  until  the  end  of  the 
financial  year — that  is,  March.  Now  we 
are  face  to  face  with  the  new  proposals, 
which  have  been  already  outlined  in 
these  columns,  and  we  must  see  what  is 
to  be  done  about  them.  Sir  Alfred 
Mond  realised  in  August  last  that  the 
bulk  of  the  electors  of  this  country  would 
have  no  economy  on  the  food  of  the 
children.  Let  us  show  to  him  what  his 
new  circular  means,  and  then  tell  him 
plainly  we  will  have  none  of  it. 

The  new  circular  talks  of  the  benefits 
of  - meals  to  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers — meals  to  cost  not  more  than 
6d.  per  day  for, five  days,  a week,  and  to 
be  eaten  at  some  centre.  Now,  if  there 
were  dining  centres  in  connection  with 
all  child  welfare  centres,  the  ease  .would 
not  be  quite  so  hard,  but  the  bulk  of 
them  make  no  provision  for  meals.  The 
circular  expressly  says  that  “ the  local 
authority  should  not  incur  any  fresh 
expenditure  in  providing  premises  for 
dining  centres,”  and  suggests,  as  a way 
out,  that  the  mothers  should  be  catered 
for  in  connection  with  the  arrangements 
for  providing  meals  for  school  children. 
In  spite  of  the  distress  due  to  unemploy- 
ment, there  are  thousands  of  mothers 
who  would  rather  starve  than  be  seen 
going  to  these  school  centres  to  eat  their 
meal.  This  provision  can  in  no  way 
take  the  place  of  the  pint  of  milk  left 
each  day  by  the  ordinary  milkman  and 
paid  for  by  the  local  authority.  The 
publicity  of  the  meals,  the  two  days 
without  any  at  all,  the  difficulty  of  going 
for  them  are  all  carefully  calculated  to 
reduce  the  expenditure  to  nursing  and 
expectant  mothers.  Are  our  women 
going  to  be  silent  under  these  indignities, 
or  are  they  going  to  demand  that  the 
nation  shall  care  for  the  children,?  A 
general  election  is  not  far  ahead,  and  all 
women  over  thirty  have  a vote.  Ye 
wives  and  mothers,  can  you  not  realise 
that  even  the  milk  your  babies  have  is 
subject  to  the  whims  and  extravagances 
of  a Government  that  has  been  always 
full  of  promises,  yet  can  only  suggest 
economies  on  the  health,  housing,  and 
education  of  your  children  ? Rouse 
yourselves ! Send  resolutions  to  the 
Prime  Minister  and  the  Minister  of 
Health  demanding  a proper  provision 
of  milk  for  mothers  and  children,  and 
make  the  new  circular  as  ineffective  as 
you  did  that  of  last  August. 


MARRIED  WOMEN  AND  PAID  POSITIONS. 

GUILDERS  OPPOSE  RESTRICTIONS. 

Co-operative  guildswomen,  at  their  All  Councils’  meeting,  held  at  Derby  re- 
cently, made  a strong  point  of  protesting  against  any  restrictions  being  placed  on 
“ Married  Women's  Right  to  Work,”  and  Mrs.  Blair  (C.C.  member),  in  moving  the 
resolution,  said  the  question  was  one  that  affected  all  co-operative  women,  and  in- 
volved the  whole  future  economic  freedom  of  women. 

The  resolution  on  the  subject  read: — “This  meeting  of  all  the  Sectional  Coun- 
cils of  the  Women's  Co-operative  Guild  is  of  the  opinion  that  to  restrict  the  tak- 
ing of  paid  positions  by  married  women  because  their  husbands  can  keep  them  would 
have  the  following  undesirable  effects: — 1.  It  would  remove  from  married  women 
the  protection  of  being  able  to  earn  money  and  so  make  those  without  private  means 
absolutely  dependent  economically  on  thsir  husbands.  2.  It  would  tend  to  pre- 
vent women  from  entering  skilled  trades  cr  professions;  this  would  lead  to  a 
further  overcrowding  of  unskilled  trades,  to  more  unemployment,  and  to  a lower 
standard  of  women's  wages.  3.  It  would  cause  hardship  in  many  individual  cases, 
and  lead  to  most  objectionable  inquisitorial  inquiries  by  employers.  4.  It  would 
lead  to  concealment  and  deceit  on  the  part  of  those  employed,  and  encourage  the 
formation  of  irregular  relations.  5.  It  would  deprive  the  community  of  valuable 
workers  and  married  women  of  any  direct  representation  in  Parliament,  or  on  the 
paid  executives  of  the  co-operative,  trade  union,  and  other  movements.  This  meet- 
ing is  therefore  opposed  to  any  such  restriction,  and  reaffirms  the  position  that 
there  should  be  no  harrier  of  sex  or  marriage  in  regard  to  the  holding  of  paid  posi- 
tions, and  no  differentiation  in  the  scale  of  payment  on  these  grounds. 


In  the  course  of  her  address,  Mrs.  Blair 
showed  how  in  the  past  fathers  were  not 
expected  to  send  their  daughters  out  to 
work.  But  I10W  different  was  the  state  of 
affairs  to-day.  The  father  with  a family 
of  sons  was  considered  more  fortunate 
than  a father  with  a family  of  girls.  It 
was  the  change  in  the  industrial  system 
that  forced  women  into  the  labour  market 
— even  the  married  women.  Then  they 
had  to  remember  that  by  English  low  a 
married  woman  had  no  legal  claim  to  a 
man’s  earnings — he  was  only  bound  to 
give  her  in  money  or  in  kind  what  would 
keep  her  out  of  the  workhouse.  Married 
women  had  to  find  work  outside  their 
homes  for  the  maintenance  of  their  families, 
and  then  there  was  the  point  of  view  of 
the  woman  who  preferred  to  work  for  her 
livelihood  rather  than  be  “ kept.” 

Competition  was  at  the  root  of  the 
trouble  in  regard  to  married  women 
taking  paid  positions.  Nothing  was  6aid 
against  a woman,  going  out  to  clean,  nor 
agamst  the  woman  who 
took'  in  lodgers.  But 
once  women  entered  the 
more  lucrative  positions 
then  the  cry  of  oppo- 
sition arose,  as  with 
the  married  women 
teachers. 

The  objection  raised 
against  Dr.  Gladys 
Miall-Smith  when  she 
entered  the  services  of 
St.  Pancras  Borough 
Council  was,  that-  she 
was  not  married.  "When 
she  did  marry  she  was 
dismissed.  The  whole 
position  of  women  de- 
pended upon  the  solu- 
tion of  this  problem, 
said  the  speaker,  and 

as  co-operative  guildswomen  they  must  be 
consistent  and  see  that  if  married  women 
wero  denied  the  right  of  holding  paid 
positions,  the  same  restrictions  would 
have  to  apply  to  all  married  women  work- 
ing for  money,  even  as  lodging-house- 
keepers, charwomen,  or  women  sitting 
upon  co-operative  committees. 

Mrs.  Matt.  Lewis  (Aberdare)  contended 
that  depriving  married  women  of  the  right 
to  work  was  a very  dangerous  line  to  take. 
It  was  simply  playing  upon  sentiment. 
Wages  were  not  paid  to  men  on  the  basis 
of  the  family.  Such  restrictions  would 
lead  to  people  leading  irregular  lives.  I ie 
very  people  who  were  putting  up  tins  uglit 
were  opposed  to  pensions  for  mothers. 

Mrs.  Fyfe  (Northern  Section) : The 

question  is’  an  economic  one.  Women  are 
always  willing  to  work  at  a less  rate  of 
pay  than  men.  But  I contend  that 
married  women  have  as  much  right 
to  enter  the  labour  market  as  the  men. 
It  is  the  scaremongers  who  are  responsible 
for  routing  women  out  of  industry.  Did 
not  the  Government  .urge  married  women 
to  enter  industry  during  the  war 
period  ? 

After  Mrs.  Bird  (Southern  Section)  had 
remarked  that  men  did  not  encourage 
women  to  join  their  unions,  Mrs.  Butler 
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(Yorkshire  sectional  secretary)  expressed 
agreement  with  the  freedom  of  married 
women,  but  Mrs.  Wall  (South-Western 
Section)  did  not  object  to  married  women 
going  out  to  work,  provided  it  was  ‘all 
right  with  the  husband.”  (Cries  of  “ Oh, 
0I1 1”  and  reply  from  the  platform : “No 
one  supports  a mother  going  out  to  work 
and  leaving  young  children.”) 

Mrs.  Matthews  (North-Western  sectional 
secretary)  spoke  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion, contending  women  should  decide  the 
matter  for  themselves. 

Mrs.  Proudfoob  (Colne,  North-Western 
Section)  was  proud  to  come  from  Lanca- 
shire, where  married  women,  cotton  opera- 
tives'settled  this  matter.  It  was  time  the 
Women’s  Guild  set  out  on.  the  war-patli 
for  sex  equality.  . , ,,  . , 

Several  speakers,  including  Mrs.  Archer 
(Southern  sectional  secretary)  and  Mrs. 
Greenwood  (Rochdale)  mentioned  the  ^oppo- 
sition amongst  guildswomen.  ^ 

Does  Lady  Astor  think  she  ought  to 
stay  at  home  asked 
M r s.  Prosser  (C.C. 
member);  whilst  Mrs. 
Penny,  also  Central 
Committee,  urged  that 
whilst  women’s  best 
work  was  done  in  the 
home,  contended  that 
the  women  who  desired 
it.  would  be  free. 

Mrs.  Bayne  (Reading) 
said  that  management 
committees,  in  making 
discharges  due  to  trade 
depression,  thought  it 
less  hard  to  dismiss 
married  women. 

W hat  about  tlie 
women  M.P.’s?  Will 
they  have  to  be  dis- 
charged? asked  Mrs. 
Layton  from  the  platform. 

"Yes,”  was  the  reply;  ‘‘they  are  occu- 
pying paid  positions.” 

Mrs.  Toon  (Southern  Section) : I am 
responsible  for  my  own  conscience  and  for 
my  own  talents,  which  my  husband  cannot 
control.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mrs.  Unsworth  (Midland  sectional  sec- 
retary) : What  view  does  the  Labour  Party 
take  of  this  question? 

Miss-  Enfield-  (general  secretary):  The 
Labour  Party  has  the  matter  under  con- 
sideration, and  has  referred  it  to  a joint 
committee,  which  will  issue  a memorandum. 

Mrs.  Layton  (Woolwich)  told  about  her 
society  now  having  a full-time  committee, 
on  which  they  were  desirous  of  getting  a 
married  woman  ; but  in  the  meantime  the 
society  had  passed  a rule  that  married 
women  employees  bo  dismissed. 

Replying.  Mrs.  Blair  expressed  the  hope 
that  Woolwich  Society  would  get  a married 
woman  on  to  the  permanent  committee, 
and  would  abolish  the  rule  with  regard  to 
married  women  employees.  Let  capacity 
ami  efficiency  be  the  test,  not  marriage, 
nor  home  conditions,  which  were  people’s 
private  affairs.  She  moved  the  resolution, 
which  Mrs.  Andrews  (Midland  Section) 
seconded,  claiming  there  would  be  opposi- 
tion. which,  ns  officials,  they  must  be  pre- 
pared to  face. 


The  Loughton  Guild  members  held  their 
third  birthday  party  recently,  when  the 
chair  was  taken  by  Mrs.  Shore  (president), 
supported  by  Mrs.  Gould  (hon.  secretary). 
The  first  prize  in  the  fancy  dress  parade  was 
taken  by  Mrs.  Smith  for  her  representation 
of  ” Washing  Day.” 

A conference  was  held  at  "Peng©  on  the 
30th  lilt.,  arranged  by  the  South  Metropoli- 
tan district  committee,  when  Mrs.  Leighton 
spoke  on  “ International  Co-operation.” 
The  following  resolutions  were  passed:— (1) 

That  in  view  of  tho  position  of  women  and 
children  in  the  famine  area  of  Russia,  some- 
thing should  be  done  in  the  name  of  British 
guildswomen  to  relieve  their  distress.”  (2) 
“ That  this  meeting  eongratuates  the  Co- 
operative Union  on  their  decision  to  ask 
Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  to  deliver  the  presi- 
dential address  at  the  forthcoming  Con- 
gress, feeling  it  is  a recognition  of  her  ser- 
vices to  the  Guild.” 


HECKMONDWIKE'S  BOOKSHOP. 

Hecemonpwike  Society  is  the  proud 
possessor  of  a model  co-operative  bookshop, 
the  windows  of  which  are  made  attractive  by 
the  coloured  pesters  of  the  ‘‘Co-operative 
News,”  “ Woman’s  Outlook,”  “ Our 
C'irclg,”  and  the  “ Millgate  Monthly.” 
“Woman’s  Outlook”  makes  a strong 
appeal  to  the  women.  “ We  have  no  diffi- 
culty whatever  in  disposing  of  the  maga- 
zine's,” the  enterprising  man  in  charge  was 
heard  to  say  recently. 


The  third  annual  old  folks'  tea  and  con- 
cert provided  by  the  Fenton  Guild  took 
place  on  January  18th,  when  over  100  at- 
tended. Mr.  R.  Jones  presided  at  the  con- 
cert, giving  a brief  account  of  the  local 
guild's  work.  Miss  Green  (guild  president) 
and  Mrs.  Whitest  (secretary)  also  spoke. 
Mr.  W.  Sinclair  moved,  and  Mrs.  Swinswood 
seconded,  a vote  of  thanks. 


IS  THIS  RIGHT? 

POOR  MEMBERS  DENIED 
■VOTING  POWER. 

WOMEN  ON  COMMITTEES. 


“ Proud  Preston  ” was  the  meeting- 
place  of  the  North  Lancashire  Districf 
conference  on  Saturday  laot,  when  Mrs 
Greenwood  (Sectional  Council)  spoke  or 
“ Women  on  Co-ojjerative  Boards  anc 
Committees.” 

Mfss  Oliver  (district  secretary),  who  ha.' 
not  yet  thoroughly  recovered  from  her 
serious  illness,  was  present,  and  reminded' 
the  delegates  that  Guild  brandies  could 
now  become  shareholders  in  the  National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society. 

Those  who  had  advocated  a daily  edition 
of  the  “ Co-operative  News,”  or  a weekly- 
issue  of  the  “ Woman’s  Outlook,”  could 
now  help  to  make  these  things  possible  by 
financial  help. 

In  the  course  of  her  address  Mrs.  Green- 
wood said  women  had  a distinct  contribu- 
tion to  make  to  public  life,  but  there  were 
many  still  who  loelieved  that  a woman’s 
place  was  in  the  home.  Last  April 
there  were  eighteen  Guild  members  ou 
borough  and  city  councils,  twelve  members 
were  justices  ot  the  peace,  27G  members 
sat  on  maternity  and  child  welfare  com- 
mittees, 180  were  on  municipal  housing 
committees,  150  on  local  insurance  com- 
mittees, 57  on  urban  district  councils,  70 
on  higher  educational  committees,  193  on 
naval  and  military  pensions  committees, 
190  members  were  poor-law  guardians, 
and  two  were  on  district  agricultural 
wages  boards. 

I11  eo-operative  circles  women  represen- 
tatives sat  on  the  Co-operative  Union,  tho 
Co-operative  Party,  and  the  National  Co- 
operative Publishing  Society'.  They  wero 
also  to  be  found  on  societies'  educational 
and  management  committees.  But  thero 
were  hundreds  of  other  competent  co-opera- 
tive women  who  ought  to  be  finding  a 
career  of  usefulness  outside  their  homes, 
and  in  order  to  release  such,  communal 
kitchens  and  day  nurseries  would  have  to 
be  established. 

The  speaker  urged  the  women  to  be  loyal 
to  their  own  sex. 

Cheaper  Goods  Wanted. 

Miss  Swarbrick  (Preston)  said  every 
member  oif  their  society  must  have  a fully 
paid-up  £1  share  before  being  allowed  to 
vote  at  the  quarterly  meetings.  But  many 
of  the  be6t  purchasers  the  society  had  were 
unable  to  have  £1  in  their  own  name  in 
the  society.  This  they  felt  was  unjust. 
YVas  • it  fair  they  should  be  debarred 
voting.  Co-operative  officials  seemed  to 
forget  that  the  movement  was  intended 
for  poor  people.  Instead  of  paying  such  a 
large  interest  on  share  capital  they  should 
endeavour  to  sell  their  goods  cheaper. 

Mrs.  Godkin  (Preston)  said  4,000  of  the 
Preston  Society’s  best  purchasers  were  not 
in  a position  to  hold  a £1  share,  and  they 
resented  having  no  vote  at  the  meetings. 
They7  were  endeavouring  to  get  some  women 
on  to  the  management  committee  that  this 
might  be  remedied,  but  so  far  they  had 
hot  been  successful. 

Mrs.  Greenwood  suggested  that  tho 
guildswomen  send  a protesting  resolution  to 
the  management  committee. 

Mi’s.  Ward  (Barrow-in-Furness)  put 
in  a strong  plea  for  the  starting  oif  com- 
rades’ circles. 

Mrs.  Chew  (Blackpool)  thought  it  might 
be  best  if  women  sat  on  the  educational 
committee  first. 

But  the  speaker  did  not  think  this  was 
at  all  necessary,  as  the  interests  of  the  two 
committees  were  not  identical,  and  required 
different  types  of  person*. 

Mrs.  Barnes  (Fleetwood)  did  not  think 
educational  committees  were  good’ training 
grounds  for  management  committees.  A 
woman  could  get  as  good  a training  in  the 
Guild. 

Mrs.  Cheadle  (Fleetwood),  as  a manage- 
ment committee  member,  said  she  received 
a far  better  training  in  the  Guild  to  fit 
her  for  her  present  position  than  she  did 
on  the  Educational  committee. 

Over  the  teacups  Mrs.  Cartwright  (presi- 
dent of  the  Preston  Guild)  spoke  a few 
words  of  welcome  to  the  delegates. 

Mrs.  Robson  (the  district  president) 
occupied  tho  chair. 


A new  Guild  branch  has  been  formed  at 
Rhyl,  with  Mrs.  Rhodes  president,  Mrs. 
Smart  vice-president,  Mrs.  Grimston  trea- 
surer, and  Miss  M.  E.  Davies  secretary. 

The  members  of  the  Tamworth  Guild  en- 
tertained their  children  recently,  when  a 
pierrette  troupe,  compo<5ed  of  guild  mem- 
bers and  society's  employees,  gave  the  enter- 
tainment. 

The  conference  of  the  West  Metropolitan 
District,  recently7  held  at  Battersea,  was 
well  attended.  Mrs.  Langston  (district 
chairman)  conducted  the  meeting.  Mrs. 
Christie  (Co-operative  Party  organiser),  in 
her  address  on  “Co-operators  and  Parlia- 
ment.” proved  how  necessary  it  Is  that 
guildswomen  should  support  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party.  She  hoped  guildswomen  would 
do  their  best  to  help  other  women  members 
to  understand  the  importance  of  this. 

We  muoh  regret  that  on  acoount  of 
restricted  space  we  are  obliged  to  hold  over 
C.C.  minutes,  concluding  report  of  All 
Councils’  meeting  at  Derby,  and  other  items 
of  news. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


•TCORBESPONDEXTS  are  requested  to  write  in  ink,  on 
one  6ido  of  Uic  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stilting 
age,  *‘X,  occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
••  nonifl-de-phitne " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
names  and  addresses  ns  proof  of  gorxl  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  ens  - requiring  to  be  soon  can  be  con- 
sidered. Address,  " The  Doctor,”  ” Co-opciative  News," 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.) 


A Wen  (“Curious  ”)• — This  is  the  name  of 
a small  tumour,  otherwise  called  a “ seba- 
ceous cyst,”  which  comes  either  on  the  scalp 
or  on  other  parts  of  the  skin ; and  the  only 
treatment  is  by  removal  with  the  knife. 
On  the  scalp  this  is  easier  than  el  S' where. 
It  can  be -done  under  a local  anaesthetic. 

“ Carrum.” — Your  “ case  ” is  such  a com- 
plicated one  that  I do  not  think  it  is  suit- 
able for  treatment  by  correspondence.  You 
really  require  the  personal  attention  of  your 
doctor,  suffering  as  you  are  from  rupture 
following  appendicitis  operation,  severe  neu- 
ralgia, rheumatism,  and  increasing  over- 
stoutness,  with  shortness  of  breath,  etc. 

Resista  (“Exeter”). — Try  a douche  of 
very  hot  water,  followed  by  a solution  of 
alum — two  drachms  to  a pint — and  -taking 
the  following  tonic  mixture: — Citrate  of 
iron  and  quinine,  2 drachms;  peppermint 
water  to  8 minces.  One  tablespconiul  three 
times  a day.  Should  the  symptoms  con- 
tinue, consult  a doctor  for  personal  examina- 
tion, as  it  may  be  due  to  some  serious 
affection. 

“ Banbury  Cross.” — The  skin  trouble  is 
probably  local  rather  than  due  to  special 
blood  condition.  “ The  character  of  the 
blood”  is  upt  specially  “altered”  by  a 
“ special  diet  or  the  adoption  of  a bever- 
age.” Try  the  application  of  dilute  ” citron 
ointment.”  spread  on  lint,  using  no  soap  or 
water  to  the  part,  and  cleansing  it  with  olive 
oil.  Your  age — seventy-three  years— is 
against  you,  but  such  a condition  as  yours 
should  not  be  incurable,  even  at  that  age. 

“Anxious  Mother.” — Your  symptoms — 
indigestion,  neuralgia,  headache,  feeling  run 
down,  «tc.,  are  common  enough  among 
mothers  of  forty-three  years  of  age,  who  are 
much  occupied  with  domestic  duties  and  do 
not  get  sufficient  out-of-doors  exercise.  Bis- 
muthated  magnesia  tabloids  will  help  your 
indigestion, -and  your  general  condition  will 
he  improved  by 'Hess  domestic  work  and 
worry,  more  fresh  air,  with  a diet  into  which 
enter  milk  foods,  fresh  fruit,  green  vege- 
tables, and  not  much  tea. 

“ Plucky." — From  your  letter  it  appears 
that  your  wife  suffers  from  (1)  valvular 
disease  of  the  heart ; (2)  fibroid  tumour  of 
the  womb ; and  (3)  long-standing  nervous 
breakdown ; and  that  she  is  still  under  medi- 
cal treatment.  Under  these  circumstances 

1 fear  the  recommendation  of  some  “ treat- 
ment which  ivould  help  her,”  as  you  ask, 
is  outside  our  Medical  Column.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  “change”  may  be  beginning 
in  her  case,  even  at  the  age  of  forty -three; 
and  I fear  that  she  may  be  an  invalid  for 
some  time,  and  can  only  counsel  continued 
confidence  in  your  dootcr.  Many  thanks  for 
your  “ admiration  ” of  our  replies  as 
" candid.” 

“ St.  Botolph.” — Yours  is  a complication 
of  symptoms — dizziness,  nervousness,  “ wind 
in  the  body  that  affects  the  heart,”  “ twi tell- 
ings in  the  face  and  body,”  palpitation  afteT 
going  upstairs  quickly,  &c. ; and  you  are 
fifty-three  years  of  age,  and  have  recently 
had  an  attack  of  jaundice,  so  your  doctor 
said.  The  most  serious  is  the  dizziness, 
which  points  to  the  brnin,  and  your  treat- 
ment should  be  directed  to  avoiding  over- 
exertion, especially  on  going  uphill  or  up- 
stairs, and  under-feeding  rather  than  over- 
feeding, particularly  as  regards  meat,  and 
avoidance  of  alcohol  altogether.  The  follow- 
ing mixture  might  help  you  : — Compound 
tincture  of  rhubarb,  2 drachms:  tincture  of 
nux  vomica,  2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform, 

2 drachms;  infusion  of  calumba  to  8 ounces. 
One  tablespoonful  three  times  a day. 


BLANDFORD  MEMORIAL. 


GIFT  TO  SCARBOROUGH  HOSPITAL. 


The  presentation  of  the  Bland  ford 
Memorial  to  the  Scarborough  Hospital  and 
Dispensary  took  place  cn  Saturday,  January 
28th,  in  the  board-room  of  the  hospital.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Lush  (president  of  the  local  society) 
made  the  presentation  cn  behalf  of  the*  Co- 
operative Congress  of  1921.  Iho  memorial 
is  an  ambulance  couoh,  to"  which  is  attached 
a silver  plate  bearing  tile  inscription,  ” Pre- 
sented by  the  Co-operative  Congress  assem- 
bled at  Scarborough,  1921,  in  memory  of 
Thomas  13  land  ford,  u-ho  was  a fellow-worker 
in  the  movement.” 

In  handing  over  this  useful  and  necessary 
piece  of  hospital  equipment,  Mr.  Lush  said 
it  was  customary  for  the  delegates  to  the 
Co-operative  Congress  to  leave  behind  a 
suitable  memorial  cf  their  visit,  and  lie  hoped 
on  this  occasion  their  gift  Mould  prove  of 
valuable  assistance  to  the  entire  stuff,  and 
also  help  to  relieve  the  anxiety  and  suffering 
of  the  numerous  patients  attending  the 
hospital. 

Mr.  Saynor  accepted  the  gift  on  behalf  of 
the  governors  of  the  hospital,  and  in  thank- 
ing the  Congress  most  felicitously  testified 
to  the  fact  that  the  ambulance  couch  Mould 
be  of  great  assistance  to  them,  and  Mould 
fill  a long-felt  want.  Not  only  Mould  it  ho 
of  great  assistance  to  the  nurses  and  nmdi'cal 
staff,  but  it  would  provide  a greater  degree 
of  comfort  for  the  patients  undergoing 
treatment. 


CALENDAR. 


FEBRUARY. 

S.  Co-operative  Students’  Fellowship  (Merseyside 
Branch). — Meeting  in  the  Board  Room,  162, 
Walton-road,  Liverpool,  at  7 p.m.  Subject 
lor  discussion  : “ A Review  of  Co-operative 
Education.”  Speaker,  Professor  F.  Hall, 
M.A. 

,i  Midland  Convalescent  Fund. — Annual  Meeting, 
in  the  Lecture  Hall,  High-street,  Birming- 
ham, at  3 p.m. 

i,  North-Western  Section  and  Co-operative  Party. 
Conferences  in  the  People’s  Hall,  Leeds,  at 
2-30  p.m.  Speaker,  Mr.  E.  Whitolcy.  And 
in  tjie  Mitehe)!  Hall,  Manchester,’  at  2-30 
p.m.  Speaker,  Mr.  G.  Good  enough.  Subject 
for  discussion  : ” The  Co-operative  Parly.” 

„ Southern  Section  and  Co-operative  Party.— 
Conference  at  99,  Lemon-street,  London.  E., 
at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " The 
Co-operative  Party."  Speaker,  Mr.  A. 
Barnes. 

■i  South-Western  Convalescent  Fund.— Annual 

Meeting,  at  St.  Sidwell’s,  Exeter,  at  2-30  p.m. 

„ South-Western  Educational  Association.— Con- 
ference in  Hie  C.W.S.  Premises,  Broad  Quay, 
Bristol,  at  3'  p.ui.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
” Educational  Associations  and  Their  Work.” 
Speaker,  Mr.  A.  W.  Cox  (Bristol). 

„ Western  Co-operative  Convalescent  Fund.— 

Annual  Meeting,  at  C.W.S.  Depot,  Cardiff, 
at  3 p.m. 

,,  Women’s  Guild. — Derby  District  Conference,  in 
Co  Co-operative  Hall,  Cromfcrd-road,  Lang- 
ley Mill,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Co-operative  Needs  and  (be  Sources 
of  Supply.”  Speaker,  Sirs.  Eva  Christie. 

I Tu.  Nottingham  Society.— Annual  Festival.  Speaker, 
Mr.  Neil  Maclean,  M.I*. 

i W.  Women’s  Guild— Manchester  District  Confer- 

ence, in  the  Co-operative  lfall.  Market-street, 
Droylsden,  nt  2-30  p.m.  Address  on  " The 
Co-operative  Party."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Penny, 
C.C.  Member. 

, „ Women's  Guild  (Rochdnle  District). — One  Day's 
School,  in  the  Guild  Room,  Heywood,  at  3 
and  6-30  p.m.  Teacher,  Mrs.  Greenwod 
(Sectional  Council). 

i Th.  Women's  Guild  (South  Metropolitan  District). — 
Officials'  Class,  in  the  Enmorc-read  School,, 
turning  off  Portland-read,  South  Norwood,  at 
2-30  p.m.  Teacher,  Mrs.  Archer  (sectional 
secretary). 

S.  Midland  Section.— Lincoln  District  Conference, 

in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Freeman-street, 
Grimsby,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : "Two  Articles  in  the  'Co-operative 
News’  of  January  14th”;  to  be  introduced 
by  Mr.  H.  Savage  (Grimsby). 

, „ Northern  Section.— Cumberland  and  Wc.tanor- 

land  District  Conference,  in  (he  Co-opera- 
tive' Hall,  CurzoR-strret.  Mary  port,  at  2-45 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  ; ” Loyalty.” 
Speaker,  Mr.  G.  Riddle. 

,,  Northern  Section.— South  Durham  and  North 

Riding  of  Yorkshire  District  Conference,  in 
the  Co-operalive  Hall,  Whit  by-street,  West 
Hartlepool,  at  2 p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : ” Co-operative  Insurance.”  Paper  by 
Mr.  T.  P.  Tra fiord  (C.I.S.). 

,,  North-Western  Educational  Association  (Man- 

chester Group). — Annual  Meeting,  in  the  Co- 
operative Hall,  Broughton-rcsid,  Pendleton, 
at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion : “Is 
the  System  of  P.R.  the  Best  for  the  Move- 
auenfc?”  Speaker,  iWr.  Foster  Smith,  B.Sc. 

,,  North-Western  Educational  Association  (South- 

West  Yorkshire  Group). — Annual  Meeting, 
on  the  Cooperative  Premises,  Albion-street, 
Leeds,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 

’’  A Few  ’.thoughts  on  Education.”  Address 
by  Mr.  J.  C.  Gration. 

ii  North-Western  Section.— "Dewsbury  District 

Conference,  in  the  United  Methodist  School, 
Huddersfield-rood,  Itavenst'.iorpe,  at  3 p.m. 

Subject  for  discussion : " What's  Wrong 

with  the  Co-operative  Movement?”  Paper 
by  Mr.  A.  A.  Johnston  (Dewsbury). 

„ Southern  Section— Annual  Meeting,'  Southern 

Co-operative  Convalescent  'Fund,  C.W.S. 
Dining-room,  Leman-street,  E.,  nt  2-30  pan. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DlYTHIBUTIVE 
ALLIED  WORKERS-ThcN.U.D.  A.W. 

^‘THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  ” Readable  ” Trod:  Union 

L Taper.  Published  fortnight!/ 

Blcn  Saturdays).  Price  2d., 
f from  bren-h  secretaries,  or  3d. 
rott  free  Irom  Central  Office — 

• Oakley.”  Wilmslow  RosJ, 

’’  'wfield.  tv:anc heater. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BOOT  AND  SHOE  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted,  effi- 
cient, capable  MAN  to  lake  full  charge;  do  own 
buying;  good  window-dresser;  knowledge  of  mixed 
funrishing  trade  preferable.— Applical ions,  slating  r.ge, 
wages,  references,  and  experience,  to  reach  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Limited,  Haverhill,  Suffolk,  by  Feb.  13th. 

BUTCT I ER.— BRANCH  MANAGER  Wanted;  good  all- 
round man. — Apply,  slating  age  and  experience, 
also  references,  not  later  than  Mondav,  February  13th, 
Co-operative  Society,  12,  South-street,’  like? ten. 


DRAPERY  MANAGER  AND  BUYER.— Wanted,  a 
smart,  energetic,  and  capable  MATS'  • to  tales 
charge  of  the  Drapery,  Ready-Mades,  and  Boot  De- 
partment, under  the  supervision  of  general  manager; 
membership  S50;  N.U.C.O.  Ecule.— Ap.plications,  together 
with  not  more  than  two  copies  of  recent  testimonials, 
to  reach  the  Society's  Office,  not  later  than  Thursday, 
February’  lOtli,  addressed  Ensington  Lane  Co-operative 
Society  Limited,  Hetton-le-Hole,  Durham,  endorsed 
" Drapery  Manager.” 

DRAPERY  BUYER  ami  MANAGER  Required  fur 
central  and  branch;  trade  £10,000  per  annum; 
strict  disciplinarian  and  expert  window-dresser  essen- 
tial.—Apply,  6tating  age,  full  experience,  and  wages 
required,  together  with  copies  of  two  testimonials, 
to  Committee,  Cb-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Havdon- 
place,  Guildford,  Surrey. 


HEAD-MILLINER  Wanted;  thoroughly  o\|»  ricnct-il 
Y’OUNG  LADY;  capable  of  modem  de-signing, 
keen  buyer,  stock-keeper  nnd  window -dresser,  and 
able  to  control  millinery  nnd  mantle  departments, 
under  the  supervision  oi  drapery  manager. — Apply, 
stating  age,  wages  required,  nnd  experience,  to  Grays 
C'o-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Grays,  Essex. 

MILLINER.— Under  Drapery  Manager ; practical  and 
able  to  take  owu  orders  nnd  first  sales.— Apply, 
stating  oge,  wage,  and  experience,  to  Taimvorth  Indus- 
tnal  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  5,  OolduTI,  Tamwonli. 

Representatives  wanted  to  caiu  «t  General 

- Stores,  to  sell  proprietory  articles  on  commission. 
— Address  letters  only,  W.  Stepuexs,  -48,  Builgate, 
Lincoln. 

THE  Keighley  and  District  C'o-operative  Laundries 
Association  Ltd.  desire  to  intimate  that  a MAN- 
AGER lias  been  appointed,  and  thank  -all  applicants 
for  the  position. 

Tlt F,  Committee  of  the  Ramsbottom  Co-operative 
Society  beg  to  thank  the  very  many  applicants 
for  the  position  of  BOOT  and  SHOE  DEPARTMENTAL 
MANAGER,  recently  advertised,  and  to  say  the 
vacancy  has  now  been  Ailed. * 

THE  Committee  of  the  Barnstaple  and  District  New 
Co-operative  Society  wish  to  thank  oil  applicants 
for  the  position  of  MANAGtNG  SECRETARY,  and 
desire  to  state  the  position  is  now  filled. 

THE  Committee  o!  the  Mansfield  Co-operative  So 
ciety  wish  to  thank  all  applicnts  for  Ui<*  poti- 
ons of  BRANCH  MANAGER  and  FURNISHING  MAN- 


THE  Committee  of  the  Ammanford  Co-operative  So- 
ciety Ltd.  thank  the  forty-seven  applicants  for 
the  position  of  MANAGER,  arid  Intimate  that  Mr. 
Edgar  Bassett  (of  Ammanford)  has  been  oppointed. 


TAILORING. — Smart  CUTTER  Required  for  Ladies’ 
and  Gents'  Garments;  must  be  quick  and  secu- 
re ^-—Applications,  stating  oge,  experience,  wage  re- 
quired. mid  references,  to  Burtoai-on-Trent  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Ltd..  Byrklev-street,  not  later  than  Tues- 
day. February  -14th.  endorsed  ” Cutter.  ' 


npiflTlNGTON  DISTRICT  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
JL  LI.MITED.— Wanted,  WORKING  MANAGER  far 
Boot  and  Slice  Department;  annual  trade  £2,000.— 
Applications,  staling  age,  wages  required,  tuid  qualifl- 
cattons  to  reach  the  SoojMy'.  Office.  33,  Chapel-street, 
Tottington,  not  later  tflSn  Mondov,  February  13lh, 
endorsed  “Boot  Manager.” \ 


WANTED,  MANAGERESS  for  Drapery,  Boots  nnd 
Shoes. — Apply  by  letter,  stating  age,  experience, 
and  references,  not  later  tlinn  Tuesdav,  February  14th. 
Hurst  Brook  Co-operutive  Society  Ltd.,  Ilillgatc-strcct, 
Ashton-nnder-I.yi 


WANTED*  GENERAL  MANAGER;  small  secieiy, 
V V two  branches;  bakehouse;  motor  delivery; 
first  class  at  books;  two  testimonials. — Write  ” W.  J. 
K.  S.,’”  Co-operative  Society,  151,  Queen’s-road,  Hast- 
ings. Sus-cex. 


357ST ANTED,  l>y  a small  society  (156  members),  MAN 
vv  as  MANAGER-SECRETARY;  good  prospects  for 
^■regressive  man;  one  mod  to  co-operative  stores  pre- 
ferred; grocery,  drapery,  and  general;  knowledge  of 
Welsh  essential ; house  provided. — State  age,  _ wages, 
and  recent  testimonials,  endorsed  “ Manager,”  not 
later  than  Februaiy  21st,  to  Liar,  deg  fan  mid  District 
Co-operative  Society,  Tegfun  Stores,  Llandegfan, 
Mei.-ai  Bridge,  Arglesey. 


ANTED,  FEMALE  DRAPERY  ASSISTANT;  able 
v v to  serve  through;  N.U.D.A.W.  wages  paid. — 
Apply  i:i  writing,  staling  age  und  cxperisr.ee,  r.ot  later 
than  February  22nd,  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  18, 
Main-road,  Arnesley  Woodhcatse,  Notts. 

WHOLESALE'  DRAPERY  WAREHOUSE— Adver- 
tiser desires  to  thank  applicants  for  position 
ns  FIRST  ASSISTANT  BUYER,  recently  advertised, 
iu:d  to  state  an  appointment  has  been  made. 

WANTED,  first-class  MILLINER;  fully  competent 
to  take  charge  of  department,  under  super- 
vision of  drapery  manager. — Apply,  r.ot  later  than  Feb- 
ruary 14th,  stating  age,  wage,  experience,  wilh  refer- 
ence's (copies  only),  to  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd..  41,  Stotn n-rc-ad,.  Des borough. 

WANTED,  by  Uie  Blackley  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.,  a tiioiouglil v competent  end  up-to-date 
DRAPERY  MANAGER  and  BUYER  for  ccniral  nn.l 
five  branches;  annual  trade  for  last  twelve  months 
over  £25,CC0;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wages  paid.— Applica- 
tions. stating  age,  experience,  or.d  references,  to  rcr.<  h 
tlio  Secretary's  Office,  Market-street,  Blackley,  r.ot  later 
Hum  Thursday,  February  loth,  endors'd  “ Drapery 
Manager.”  Canvassing  the  ConuniWee,  cither  directly 
or  indirectly,  will  be  a disqualification. 

■^niTANTED,  nn  efficient  GROCERY  WAREIIOUSE- 
V v MAN;  good  stcvkkeeper  and  accustomed  to  co- 
operative business;  leakage  system;  central  ar.d  fire 
branches. — Applications,  sra’irg  age,  experience,,  and 
.wages  required,  to  be  sent  to  the  Grocery  Committee, 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  10,  Bridge--’.,  Gaii  .-ii  mugli. 


~W 7ANTED,  by  the  Soho  Co-opcretive  Society  Ltd., 
V V an  ASSISTANT  to  the  General  Manager  for 
Grocery  and.  Bread  Departments;  cor. Dial  end  19 
branches. — Applicahioiss,'  stating  ago,  experience,  with 
copies  of  recent  testimonials,  to  arrive  not,  later  than 
Tuesday,  February  14th,  endorsed  ” Assistant  Grocery 
Manager,”  to  Soho  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  High 
Park-road,  Smethwick,  Birmingham. 


TS^STHYMPSTONE  HOUSE,  MODBURY,  DEVON.— 
TV  Required,  experienced  MATRON,  or  MAN  and 
WIFE,  to  take  charge  of  above  Holiday  Home;  accom- 
modation for  50  persons. — Applicants  state  egev  ex- 
perience, remuneration  required,  by  letter,  addressed 
Holiday  Homes  Sub-Committee,  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.,  Frankfort -street,  Plymouth,  cot  luter  than  first 
post.  February  20th.  


■’5'ITANTED,  DRAPERY  MANAGER  or  MAN- 
TV  AGERESS.— Apply,  stating  r.ge,  wage,  and 

qualifications,  also  giving  references,  on  or  before 
Tuesday  evening  next,  February’  14th,  to  Beverley 
ar.d  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Bcv :rlcy,  York ^ 


ANTED,  DRAPERY  MALE  ASSISTANT,  to  take 
V T charge  <>f  Branch  Shop;  must  be  a god  win- 
dow-dresser and  ’ stockkeoper ; under  the  supervision 
of  drapery  manager;  N.U.D.A.W.  wages  paid. — Apply 
by  letter,  not  later  then  February;  15th,  stating  ago 
and  experience,  enclosing  two  copies  of  recent  testi- 
monials, lo  the  Secretary’,  Tweedside  Industrial  Co- 
operative Society  Limited,  Main-street,  Twecdmouth, 
endorsed  " Drapery.” 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS.  PACKERS,  nnd  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  depnrtm:nt,  apply, 
John  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
pm,.  Tfoinw.  Mil -t-si reel,  I.nr.duii.  W.C.l. 


MB.uviaK  and  CONFECTIONER— used  to  drawplate 
0 > ovens,  also  macbiivny ; now  in  charge  of  buffi  ry 
showing  satisfactory  profits;  discipline,  &o. ; wedding 
cakes,  fancies— requires  CHANGE;  references  excel- 
lert. — Box  43,  ” Co-operative  News,”  Manchester. 

BTVKER  arid- CONFECTIONER;  single;  aged  38; 

well  up  in  bread,  cakes,  smalls,  icing,  piping:  seeks 
Sit.;  good  refs— Box  42.  “ Co-operative  News.”  M c. 
AKERS. — Societies  in*  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Baxfield,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amolgnmated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sydney-sirect,  London,  S.W._ 

DR.VPF.RY  DEPARTMENT.— Expert  MANAGER 

seeks  RE-ENGAGEMENT;  at  present  doing  £5C0 
a week;  N.U.C.O.  wages;  highest  r. is.— Apply,  Box 
44,  “ CYi-operative  News,”  Sfar.chestcr. 


YOU  WANT  SATISFACTION 
in  your  DYEING  &.  CLEANING  Dept.  7 


THEN  TRY  AT  ONCE  OUR 

co-operative  service 

(Best  in  the  Country) 

Hundreds  are  Using  It.  WHY  MOT  YOU  ? 
Tel.  196S.  Cardigan  St.,  LEICESTER. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 

FLOOR  B!HS  & SHOOTS 

a re  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  Is  provfed 
by  the  Increase!  Repeat  Orders  that  are 
coining  iu.  If  yon  have  not  got  a Cata- 
logue, please  write  for  one. 
Manufacturers  and  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances for  “Excelda”  Check  System, 
that  has  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT* 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
io  R Hibsebd.  66.  Great  Prcaoott-strcet.  London.  E.1. 

TO  LECTURE  SECRETARIES. — AMY  nnH  FRKn 
HOBDAY  Require  ENGAGEMENTS;  Violin  nnd 
Piano;  Concerts  or  Whole-Evening  Lreture  Recitals; 
popular,  classical,  educational;  extensive  repertoire. — 
For  term.,  &c.,  address.  F.  Hobday.  Glcnfield,  Leicester. 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION! 
\\7"ILI*  CARTER  S "MERRIE  MIMIC  S."— Two  big 
V V sucee.*»es,  Oldham  and  Manchester;  reper- 
toire pro.;  terms  mod.— 15.  Warwick  street,  Huline, 
Sfacch ester. — Tel.  1153  Central. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ATTRACTIVE  DISPLAY  LETTERING.— Patterns  and 
Expert  Instruction,  2s.  9d. ; complete  Business 
Outfit,  Tinted  Letters,  Figures,  Wordings,  &<-.,  5s.  6d., 
post  free.— Oniway  Sign  Service.  Broeihvay,  Harrow. 

A GOOD  IDEA.— The  ” PRIMO  " System  of  Paper 
Letter  Cutting  for  making  window  display.,. — 
Patterns  nnd  method.  2s.  post  free.—”  Primo,"  Dept. 
B.,  27,  Clarendon-nxid,  Blackpool. 

DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTEU'CREAM.  the  real  thing, 
noted  the  wcrld  over.  Atm.  CREAM  CHEESE. 
MILK-FED,  HOME-CURED  HAMS  nnd  BACON,  sup- 
plied by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter,  " the  home  of 
Devonshire  Clotted  Cream." — Proprietors,  Exeter  Co- 
operative and  Industrial  Society  Ltd.,  110.  Sidwell-st., 
Exeter.  Prices  and  all  paftkffilars  on  application. 

ITR E KT^T'OV  k ET  lTT: n BElF M t*- ot^j  our  mune  and 
address;  also  particular-^  ■«  money  making  sparc- 


NON-SMELLING  FIRELIGHTERS. 

(yD  PACKETS;  17s.  gross  packets;  samples  gratis.— 
/V  Address,  Firelight  Supplier,  Gorton,  Mandiciter. 

WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IX  FIVE  DAYS. 

ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  KeCn 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  IT.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 

FFICE  FURNITURE- ’ and- A PPLTANCES  of  - all 
kinds ; BANK  PAPF.R.  2s.  per  ream;  CARBONS, 
4-.  per  box  of  ICO  sheets. — Write  this  Productive  Society 
re  your  requirement s,  the  Midlaud  Woodworkers  Ltd., 

16.»,  Brisk‘!-.-trci't.  Birmingham.  

riVHE  Barn -h-y  British  Co-operativei  Socieiy  Ltd.  heg 
to  inform  societies  that  they  have  PEGGIES, 
RUBBING  BOARDS,  nnd  BRUSH  STOCKS  always  on 
hand,  and  can  give  quick  DESPATCH;  best  workman- 

sh’p  guaranteed.  A_iri.il  order  sc<licited. 

*0^5 T ANTED,  all  Co-operators’ when  in  Leeds  to  lilNE 
V y at  iho  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society’s 
Restaurant. 

Quality  is  Right.  Prices  are  Right. 

Note  ’the  Address:  ALBION  STREET. 


THE  CD-OPERATIVE  ONION  Id., 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT, 

Holyoake  Hous;.  H in  over  Slreit,  Manchester. 


Copies  of  Circulars  rdating  to  the  following  matters, 
may  be  had  on  application  : 

1.  — Fcithccnung  Examinations: 

Examination  dates  and  last  dates  for  re- 
ceiving applications  to  sit  for  examination. 

2.  — Easier  Week-end  of  1922. 

To  be  held  at  Gloucester,  All  Co- 
operators  welcome. 

3. — Jub  lee  Research  Scholarships  (Two) 

Value  £40  each. 

4. — Prizi  Essay  Scheme  for  th?  present 

session : 

Subject:  “ How  can  Co-operators  best  apply  the 
Lessons  of  the  War  in  their  Educational  Work." 

5.  — British(Adu  t)  Summer  Schools, 1922 

(Ready  Februaiy  20th). 

6—  International  Summer  School  at 
Bruss  Is,  July  22nd  to  August  8th 

(Ready  March  1st). 


CO-OPERATIVE 

SUNDRIES  MANUFACTURING  SOCIETY 
LIMITED. 


To  the  Commillecs  of 
Shareholding  Societies. 


VOTE 

FOR 


OF  DEWSBURY. 


A Sound  and  Progressive  Business  Man, 


PLEX  DUPLICATOR 

It  print]  p*rfectcojjic3  of_ Drawing],  Concert  & 
Dnnce  Programmer.  Tickets,  Testimonials. 
Circulars.  Ac.,  and  is  ideal  lor  Clubs,  Organ- 
isations. and  Societies,  &£.  friers  : PXT.  6 6. 
Octavo  S 6.  Q'lo  10  6.  Ft cap  12  6.  Praia;*  I - 
B.Podmcb£& Co. Ltd.. Dept.  l6.Sot-riirosT, 
and  at  67.  69,  Chancery  Lane.  London.  W.C. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  CLEKKS 

anti  Administrative  Workers. 


Administrative  Workers  of  all  grade*  are  Invited  to 
write  fer  particu’ars  to  the  District  Secretary,  35, 
Baldwiu  Street,  Bristol.  Telephone,  632L 


February  11,  1922. 
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Aids 

Digestion. 

Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and- 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

HoYIS 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  \^hich  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HOVIS  Is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


YOUR  BAKER  BAKES  IT. 


If  you 
want 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Try 

SPEROPE 


Addreis : SPEROPF,  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BAUWELL.  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  Brand. 

THE  BEST  FOR  ALL  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  them. 

£ HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Priotiny  Society 

Limited. 

fieldTng-wood 

The  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


" X.L,"  “ F.celes,"  " Climax.''  and  other  Check  System* 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System  : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 

accuracy.  Saves  Money. 

118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Ncwcastle-on-Tyno ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 


The  National  Cash  Begistcr  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd„  London,  W.l. 


Joseph  Balter  Sens  S Perkins  Ltd. 

— FOR  — 

CONFECTIONERY 

MACHINERY. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


Head  Offic-s:  K1NGSWAY  HOUSE.  KINCSWAY,  LONDON.  W.C.  2. 

Telephone  : PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegram, : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH.  Works:  WILLESDEN 
JUNCTION.  LONDON.  NAV.  10.  and  PETERBOROUGH.  Branches:  70,  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW-  72,  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


— T 9de  Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes. 


DRUMMER 

DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON. 

Makers  of  Edges  “ZDolly  fBlue”  § "Stolly  Qream.’ 


CONFECTIONERY  TRAYS 

BOTTOMS  IN  ONE  PIECE. 


Che  ideal 


9) 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  cf  Ox'ord  Shirtings,  Grandrelles,  Flannelette, 
Siltsias,  Lincncttes,  Lustres,  & Silkcteen  Linings ; 
also  ol  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No. 9 Pillar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Croquet. 
Billiards.  Near  ti  Kouyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress.  Cnlchoth  Hall, 

Newchurch.  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secrotary,  Co-operatlvo  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancak;  Mixture 
Lemon  Curdg  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  I : I : Moderate  in  Price 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

Cc-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WT  A X S7  Ft  All  .Co-operators  6? 
* * 1 EZeL/f  Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  tlieir  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  B'*”-  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  GnarauUcd. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

S.ciety  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closing 
Twist,  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  «fcc.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesnlc  Societies. 


The  Leicester  Oo-operativs  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  tbo  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies1  Boots  & Shoes 

Tho  Daintiest  and  Most 
L'p-to-cato  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  Ssnffif  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Hills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


1*0 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOB  EACH 


This  well-known. 
CO -OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUAEITY 
and 


RIGHT  EABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


BASSES  OF  FISH  sent  daily  from  the 
C.W.S.  fish  station : Lowestoft.  Ask 
the  manager  of  your  own  store  to  arrange 
for  a trial  order  at  3s.  or  2s. 


OERVICE  CYCLE  CARRIER  for  grocery, 
^ butchering,  and  bakery  departments — 
made  at  the  C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley, 
Birmingham.  Co-operative  goods  should  be 
delivered  by  co-operative  carriers. 

T ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialities.  Ask  for  it  in  your  local  shop. 

OMOEERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarettes.  They' are  the  best 
of  the  kind ; C.W.S.  always. 

DEVONIA  SERGES  are  the  production-c 
of  the  Buckfastleigh  Mills  of  the 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not,  why  not?  They  are  real  co-operative 
productions,,  Al. 


■ # # # v;  v;  ?v  ;v  # v?  # » « w « * 
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• February  11,  1922. 

Branch  Managers  are  Asked 

to  Show  — 

this  Page  in  their  Shops. 

This  Announcement  should 

be  Read 

at  All  Guild  Meetings. 

Co-operative  Teas  are  Best 


See  the 
Packets 
in  All 
Co-operative 
Windows. 


National  Competition  for  Prizes 


Consisting  of 

RUSSET  TEA 


GET  A PACKET  OF  . . 


C.W.S.  Productions. 

CONDITIONS. 

❖ — 


AND  TRY  FOR  A PRIZE. 


There  will  be  at  least 

20  PRIZES 

and  more  if  Co-operators  increase  their 
purchases  of  Russet  Tea  and  submit 
Hundreds  of  Essays.  We  want  many. 


1.  Write  a 30-word  description  of  the  merits 
of  RUSSET  TEA. 

2.  To  this  attach  your 

(a)  Name. 

(b)  Address. 

(c)  Address  of  branch  of  your  Society  from 
which  the  Tea  was  purchased. 

(d)  The  end  portion  of  the  packet  bearing 
the  Nov  19. 

— This  must  be  posted  to  “ Mr.  RUSSET,’’  c'o 
C.W.  S.  Publicity  Department,  Ballc  on-street, 
Manchester,  before  MARCH  7th,  1922. 


’&*$$*%#*%*%&*&***#*^.**9%*%$w#»&**#*$&*w%$%$w*%'**%$*****$*t'%**  *#*****##%***#$****$&**%**%****& 

«- 

* AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER.  I 

* 

Peiaw  Polish 

1 STILL  SHINING.  I 

g * 

Printed  and  Published  by  the  National  Co  -oruumi  Pobusiii.no  Society  Umityd.  at  their  Offices,  Long  Millg.-te.  Manci:e»l«r. -Saturday,  February  u.i.  io-a 


Co-OPEtmivs  News,  and  Jourxal  op  Associated  Industry,  February  18tli,  192?. 

IS  CO-OPERATION  IN  RUSSIA  FREE  ?-See  page  3. 


C.W.S. 

METAL  BRIGHTENED 

JAM 

WITH 

PELAW 

IS 

THE  JAM 

METAL 

For  Cc- operators. 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 

C.W.S.  JAM. 

? v Journal ofhssocialed JndusIruJX 

AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 

No.  2,647.  No.  I47-  New  Series. 


Saturday,  February  18,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper. 


| Special  Offer  to  25  of  tpe 
r most  enterprising  Societies. 


For  the  1922  season  the  C.W.S. 
Cycle  Works  has  perfected  its 

CO-OPERATIVE 


CARRIER 


This  is  designed  on  sound  lines  and 
the  frame  is  of  best  quality  class  A 
tubing  to  withstand  the  rough  usage 
such  carriers  often  get  from  the 
sturdy  youths  to  whom  they  are 
entrusted. 


The  Price  has  been  Reduced 

from  Twelve  Guineas  to 

£10  15s. 

and  the 

FIRST  TWENTY-FIVE 

societies  ordering  after  the  appear- 
ance of  this  announcement  are 

Guaranteed  Delivery 
Within  Seven  Days,; 

with  their  own  name  painted  in  a 
way  that  constitutes  a splendid 
travelling  advertisement. 
Committees  and  Managers  wishful  of  securing  this 
prompt  delivery  should  send,  with  the  order,  the 
particular  wording  they  desire. 

And  the  Price  is 

Only  £10  15s. 


CA  TA  LOG  UES  OBTA  TNA  BLE, 

by  committers  interested  in  making  use 
of  the  road,  on  application  to  the 

C.lf.S.  CYCLE  WORKS, 

TYSELEY,  BIRMINGHAM. 

(a)  Cycle  Carriers  for  delivery. 

(b)  Motor  Tyres— for  vehicles  used  in  commercial 
purposes.  Tl.it  rh.uld  be  filed  in  eOcru  Co-operative 
Traffic  Office. 

(c)  The  Federation  Motor  Cycle, 

d)  The  Federation  Cycle*— Ladies’  and  Gents’, 


FOOD  SUPPLIES  TO  BE  KEPT  DOWN. 


GOVERNMENT  REFUSAL  TO  REMOVE  THE  CATTLE 

EMBARGO. 


IMPERIAL  CONFERENCE  PLEDGE  BROKEN. 


ROYAL  COMMISSION'S  REPORT  SCRAPPED. 


HOW  CONSUMERS  MAY  TEST  THE  ISSUE. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


A week  ago  the  “ Co-operative  News  " 
urged  that  the  Government  should  be  pressed 
ty  declare  its  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
embargo  on  Canadian  cattle. 

The  evening  after  the  “ News  ” appeared, 
the  Minister  for  Agriculture,  in  replying  to 
questions  in  Parliament,  declared  that  the 
Cabinet  had  decided  to  take  no  steps  to 
remove-  the  embargo  despite  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Royal  Commission  in  favour 
of  its  removal. 

THE  COMMISSIONS 

FINDINGS^ 

VESTED  INTERESTS  BEATEN  ALL 
ROUND. 

.That  Commission ' spent  about  three 
months  examining  all  the  evidence  that  the 
vested  interests  in  agriculture  could 
adduce  in  favour  of  the  maintenance 
of  this  purely  Protective  Embargo; 
but,  despite  the  streduous  efforts.  .of  the 
agriculturists,  the 'Commission  declared  that 
the  admission  into  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Canadian  oatb’e  for  purposes  other  than 
immediate  slaughter  at  the  ports 

(1)  Would  tend  to  increase  the  meat 
supply  of  the  country  to  some  extent ; 

(2)  Would  tend  to  cheapen,  in  some 
measure,  the  meat  supply  of  the  country; 

(3)  Would  tend  to  satisfy,  in  some 
measure,  the  increasing  demand  for  fresh 
home-fed  meat. 

The  Commission  further  declared  that  the 
admission  of  these  cattle  is  advisable  as  pro- 
viding another  source  of  supply  of  stores  for 
the  purpose  of  scientific  agriculture  with  a 
consequent-  increase  of  the  food  supply  ; that 
their  admission  would  tend  to  promote  the 
restoration,  and,  indeed,  the  increase  of  the 
numbers  of  live  stock;  that  it  would  not 
have  any  prejudicial  effect  upon  the  milk 
supply,  but  would  tend!  to  its  advantage; 
and  that,  on  the  question  of  the  protection 
of  the  home-breeding  industry  against  com- 
petition, the  cost  of  transport  to  England  in 
itself  forms  a considerable  measure  of 
protection  to  the  home  breeder. 

Theie,  briefly,  are  the  findings  of  the 
Royal  Coinmi  sion  which  the  Government  it- 
self set  up.  Liberals,  Conservatives,  Labour- 
ists, Co-operators',  meat  salesmen,  and  con- 
sumers have  denounced  the  embargo.  The 
first  pretext  for  the  embargo  was  that  home 
herds  might  he  subjected  to  infection  with 
foot  and  mouth  disease.  Canada  repudiated 
the  allegation  that  she  had  any  polluted 
stocks ; facts  were  against  the  Governments 
— 'and  all  successive  Governments  since  1892 
have  bolstered  up  the  protective  restrictions 
— Iind  finally,  all  their  arguments  beaten  and 
their  pretexts  exposed,  the  Government  set 
up  this  Commission  of  specialists.  There 
was  always  tlie  forlorn  hope  that  the  Com- 
mission might  report  in  favour  of  retaining 
the  embargo ; but  that  hope  proved  vain,  and 
the  whole  ease  for  the  embargo  was  scattered 
hv  the  hard  facts  presented  to  the 
Commission. 

THE  CABINETS  POSITION. 


CANADA  SNUBBED  AND  THE 
CONSUMER  DEFIED. 

Sir  Arthur  G riffith-Boseawen.  Minister  for 
Agriculture,  who  was  defeated  in  a by- 
election  at  Dudley,  which  was  fought  almost 


solel-.v  upon  the  one  issue  of  the  Canadian 
Cattle  Embargo,  announced  on  Thursday  of 
last  week  that  the  Glcivei'iiment  had  decided 
not  to  introduce  legislation  to  abolish  the 
embargo  in  view  cf  the  almost  unanimous 
opinion  of  agriculturists  of  all  classes  in 
England  and  Wales  that  the  removal  of  the 
embargo  would  seriously  injure  the  indus- 
try. A second  reason  for  the  Government's 
decision  was  that  “ the  Commission  tiiom- 
selve's  reported  that  it  would  have  litt  !e 
effect  on  the  price  of  meat.” 

The  Commission  declared  most  emphati- 
cally that  11  the  fact  that*  a more  regular 
supply  would  be  available  to  the  feeders  in 
consequence  of  their  being  two  sources  of 
supply  instead  of  one,  would  result  in  stores 
being  procurable  at  a lower  level  of  prices, 
and  that  this  would,  in  course  of  time,  be  re- 
flected in  the  retail  price  of  fresh  meat,  and 
bring  down  the  prices  to  a generally  lower 
level. 

-There .has  rarely  been  a Commission  for 
which  evidence  was  more  zealously  whipped 
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up  by  the  vested  interests  ; and  there  lias 
rarely  been  a clearer  report  by  the  Com- 
mission ; but  the  spokesman  for  the  Govern- 
ment declared  that  “no  Government  is 
pledged  to  carry  out  all  or  any  of  the  find- 
ings  of  a Royal  Commission.”  Question's 
were  hurled  at  him  from  all  parties;  and 
answers  highly  consistent  with  the  incon- 
sistency of  tlie  present  Government  were 
given.  Most  noteworthy  was  the  question 
by  Major  Mackenzie  Wood  (Aberdeen, 
Liberal),  who  inquired  whether  a pledge  that 
the  embargo  would  be  removed  after  the  war 
had  been  given  to  the  Canadian  Government. 
The  Minister  admitted  that  such  pledges 
were  given  to  the  Imperial  Conference  in 
1917  ; but — well,  but,  “..Canada  did  not  wish 
to  interfere  in  our  home  politics  or  our  home 
affairs.” 

This  reply  was  an  insult  to  Canada,  to 
whom  a pledge  is  a pledge.  Il  Canada  does 
hot  wish  to  interfere  in  our  home  affairs,  the 
Government  ought  not  to  interfere  with 
Canada's  trade  by  imposing  tins  embargo, 
especially  when  there  are  the  greatest 
reasons  in  the  world  for  binding  the  colonies 
to  tlie  home  country. 

In  tlie  meantime,  what  Canada  thinks 
about  the  position  has  been  expressed  by 
Mr.  Malcolm.  Minister  of  Agriculture  in 
Manitoba,  who  has  declared  that  “ the 


decision  of  the  British  Government  is  made 
in  the  face  of  conclusive  proof  that  Canadian 
cattle  are  cleans  People  in  Manitoba  are 
surprised  and  disappointed.” 

The  Question  Re-opened. 

In  the  House,  on  Friday,  the  Minister  fer 
Agriculture  again  had  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  on  the  subject. 

On  the  debate  on  the  address  in  reply  to 
tli-3  speech  fiom  the  Throne,  Captain  W.  T. 
Shaw,  the  Unionist  membor  for  Forfar, 
accused  the  Government  of  having  treated 
the  report  c-f  the  Royal  Commission  " with 
contempt,”  and  lie  declared  that  •*  it  looked 
as  if  the  Minister  for  Agriculture  never 
intended  to  carry  out  the  findings' of  tlie 
Commission  unless  they  were  in  favour  of 
retaining  tlie  embargo.”  The.  Minister, 
however,  had  nothing  to  say  except  that  of 
all  the  extraordinary  remedies  for  agricul- 
tural depression  the  withdrawal  of  the 
embargo  was  the  most  remarkable. 

That  *is  simply  begging  the  whole  ques- 
tion. Agricultural  depression  is  not  due  to 
cattle,  but  to  crops,  mini  the  ii’:iea.se  in  live 
cattle,  properly  handled,  would  increase  the 
productivity  of  the  ground,  'incVcaso  the 
demand  for  farm  labour,  and  -increase  tlie 
food  supply  to  an  extent  that  would  auto- 
matically decrea.se  the  cost  of  living. 

WHAT  IS  INVOLVED? 

MAKE  IT  AN  ELECTION  ISSUE. 

Co-operative  societies  represent  the  organ* 
ised  consumers  of  Great  Britain.'  There  is 
no  other  body  in  which  consumers  are  organ- 
ised as  consumers.  This  embargo,  therefore, 
affects  co-operative  societies  because  it 
affects  consumer.  Canada  can  send  200,0()U 
head  ot  cattle  to  this  country  anmiallv.  The 
.cattle  she  sends  must  be  slaughtered 
before  they  are  allowed  to  leave  the  wharves 
at  British  ports.  Even  human  beings  are 
sometimes  rather  pitiable  objects  when  they 
leave  Atlantic  liners;  a, ucl  they  have  com- 
forts that  are  denied  the  unfortunate  cattle. 
The  removal  of  the  embargo  would  allow  the 
travel-worn  cattle  to  be  taken  to  the  fields, 
fed,  aiul  brought  into  prime  condition  fcr 
food.  That  alone  would  add  enormoiuslv  to 
the  beef  weight  and  food  value  of  each 
animal;  and  the.  removal  of  tlie  embargo 
would  multiply  the  number  of  cattle  sent. 
The  increase  in  the  quantity  available  would 
undoubtedly  reduce  the  price  of  beef.  The 
removal  of  the  embargo  would  do  more  than 
•that.  Jt  would  give  employment  on  the  land 
and  it  would  fertilise  the  soil. 

The  removal  of  the  Embargo  is  a groat 
economic  issue.  Tlie  Government,  because 
of  the  landed  interests  which  benefit  - to  the 
detriment,  of  the  consumer — by  tlie  mainten- 
ance of  the  embargo,  have  decided  that  the 
embargo  shall  remain.  They  have  made  an 
economic  issue  into  a political  issue.  They 
have  decided  to  fight  for  tlie  revenues  of  the 
privileged  few.  It  is  for  the  co-operators 
of  the  country  to  fight  for  the  food  of  tlie 
multitude.  The  tearing'  of  the  scrap  of 
paper  upon  which  the  .records  of  the 
Imperial  Conference  are  written  is  a matted 
with  which  the  Imperial  Conference  will  no 
doubt  deal  with  at  the  proper  time.  The 
scrapping  of  the  report  of  the  Finlay  Com- 
mission on  the  Canadian  Embargo,  like  the 
strapping  of  the  report  of  the  8an Key  Com- 
mission on  Mining,  is  another  evidence  of  the 
Government’s  determination  not  to  .do  tlie 
right  thing  unless,  as  Mr.  J.  R.  ( Tync-s  .-aid, 

“ they  no  longer  dared  to  continue  to  do  the 
wrong.”  Bufit  is  a more  serious  matter 
still  t-liat.  in  defiance  of  all  the  facts  of  the 
case,  the  Government  refuses  to  remove  an 
embargo  winch  serves  no  useful  purpose,  and 
refuses  to  take  a- step  which,  it  i>  proved, 
will  inciea.se  the  supplies  of  Jioni?-fad  beef 
and  reduce  the  pri:o  of  beef  at  a time  when 
even  people  who  are  fairly  well  olF  feel  the 
cost  of  living  to  be  a real  burden. 

Organise,  Organise! 

There  are  two  by-'elections  to  be  fought 
nothin'  the  next  few  day- — one  in  C layton 
and  one  in  Camberwell.  Co-operators  should 
put  public  opinion  to  the  test  on  this  ques- 
tion in  both  constituencies  by  raising  this 
issue  even  during  tlie  last  days  of  the  con- 
tests. If  t-Iiey  do  that  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  Government  should  not  be  made  to 
realise  that  there  are  more  consumers  .than 
cattle  breeders  and  that  meat  purchasers  are 
more  numerous  among  the  electors  than 
landlords. 

The  Dudley  lesson  ought*  to  be  repeatod. 
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THE  STANDARD  OF  COMFORT. 


HOW  IT  HAS  RISEN  FROM  PRE-WAR  DAYS 

AND  IS  NOW  FALLING. 


(“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS  " SPECIAL.) 


MENACE  OF  A NEW  WAR. 

WHAT  THE  PROPOSED  FRENCH  PACT 

IMPLIES. 


BY  “DEMOCRITUS* 


What  is  the  present  standard  of 
comfort  in  working-class  homes,  and 
how  does  it  compare  with  the  standrad 
which  existed  just  before  the  war  ? 
(In  thousands  of  pre-war  homes  there 
was  no  standard,  because  there  was  no 
comfort.)  It  is  common  knowledge  that 
the  standard  to-day  is  a higher  one, 
but  exactly  in  what  respects  it  has 
risen,  developed,  and  differs  from  the 
older  days  is  neither  exactly  nor  gene- 
rally known.  Last  week’s  article  on 
the  Cost  of  Living  stressed  the  point 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  in  its  monthly 
survey  did  not  take  this  difference  into 
account  when  making  comparisons  with 
essential  things  in  the  two  epochs ; 
and  that,  therefore,  the  percentages 
based  on  this  comparison  were  not 
correct.  Their  adjustment  means  some 
modification  of  the  sliding  scale  of  wages 
based  on  commod  ty  and  living  prices. 
The  Board  of  Trade  comparison  is 
really  between  two  dissimilar  con- 
ditions of  the  sets  of  conditions,  and 
the  deductions  sought  to  be  drawn  from 
such  a comparison  must  necessarily 
be  incorrect.  If  the  Board  desires  to 
obtain  a real  standard  of  comparison 
it  must  measure  to-day’s  conditions 
with  those  prevailing  in  the  period 
between  1917  and  1919,  rather  than 
with  the  period  between  1912  and  1914. 

The  Pre-War  Standard. 

What  was  the  condition  of  affairs 
ruling  in  working-class  households  in 
the  immediate  pre-war  period  ? The 
great  mass  of  unskilled  labour  and  its 
families  were  below  or  on  the  line  of 
bare  subsistence,  whilst  large  sections 
of  skilled  labour  -hovered  perilously 
near  this  line.  It  necessarily  followed 
that  these  workers  were  not  decently 
fed,  clothed,  or  housed  ; that,  in  fact, 
the  ordinary  primal  necessities  of  the 
savage  were  not  met  nor  satisfied. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  families  in  large 
centres  of  population  and  equally  in 
country  villages  lived  in  one  or  two 
rooms,  or  in  small  ancient  cottages, 
often  of  the  back-to-back  type — dilapi- 
dated, insanitary,  often  without  water 
or  gas.  They  do  so  to-day,  but  this  is 
a newer  strata,  the  older  one  having 
attained  better  conditions.  They  fed 
coarsely,  glad  to  get  a sufficiency  of 
the  commonest  foods,  and,  except  in 
the  form  of  offal  many  of  them  did  not 
eat  meat  from  one  year  to  another. 
Outside  such  homes  came  ceaseless  com- 
petitive toil  and  long  hours — tempered 
a little  in  the  higher  classes  by  trade 
union  enforcements.  The  horizon  of 
pleasure  and  leisure  to  the  fortunate 
was  bounded  by  the  public-house  and 
the  football  ground.  . A standard  of 
decent  plain  living,  of  enough  to  eat, 
of  adequate  clothing  and  shelter  against 
the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  would 
have  been  heartily  welcomed  by  great 
masses  of  the  population. 

The  Great  Change. 

The  war  brought  all  these  things — 
and  more — to  the  workers  left  at  home. 
There  was  regular  employment  with 
high  wages  for  even-one  who  could  do 
any  kind  of  work.  Women,  in  parti- 
cular, benefited  enormously  for  nearly 
five  years.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of 
them  became  wage-earners  for  the  first 
time,  and  had  money  to  spend  as  they 
liked.  The  unattainable  came  within 
reach.  They  need  not  stand  enviously 
outside  gazing  at  the  shop  windows  ; 
they  could  go  inside  and  buy  the  good 
things  in  food  and  clothes.  The  roast 
beef  of  old  England  and  the  leg  of 
mutton  became  familiar  friends.  Houses 
began  to  be  really  furnished.  Real 
beds  took  the  place  of  shake-downs. 
Acquaintance  was  made  with  house- 
hold textiles,  with  table  cutler)',  with 
china,  and  with  a host  of  clothing  and 
furnishing  articles  which  had  always 
been  beyond  the  purchasing  powers 
of  the  housewife. 

Progress  for  mere  existence  to  decent 
living  hivd  from  decent  livirig  - to  the 
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rudiments  of  comfort  was  only  a matter 
of  a few  years.  The  starved  palate 
quickly  accommodated  itself  to  the  new 
and  abundant  fare,  and  ranged  round 
in  other  directions  seeking  for  more 
appetising  things.  When  the  war  ended, 
the  general  result  at  home  was  that  the 
working. classes  in  the  main  had  lifted, 
themselves  a big  step  in  the  social  scale. 
They  had  become  more  sensible  of  their  ' 
surroundings,  their  limitations,  and  their 
shortcomings.  More  attention  was  being 
paid  to  health  in  the  home  and  the 
workshop.  'Looking,  for  instance,"  to 
the  future  of  their  children,  education 
assumed  a greater  importance  as  a 
factor  in  betterment,  and  they  realised 
more  and  more  the  necessity  of  secondary 
and  higher  training  after  the  ordinary 
elementary  school  life. 

The  Leisure  Moments. 

The  use  and  proper  employment  of 
leisure  had  also  become  a subject  of 
great  interest.  After  the  first  rush  of 
overtime,  the  war  hammered  out  a 
fairly  universal  eight  hour  day,  which 
left  time  for  allotments,  hobbies,  and 
pleasure.  The  pre-war  worker  did  not 
get  much  rational  pleasure  out  of  life. 
Small  wonder  then  that  he  grasped 
it  with  both  hands  when  he  got  the 
chance.  That  he  and  his  family  largely 
took  it  in  the  form  of  a weekly  or  bi- 
weekly visit  to  the  picture  house  has 
been  much  condemned,  but  this  is  only 
the  preliminary  stage,  out  of  which  a 
better  taste  will  evolve,  and  at  any 
rate  it  is  better  than  the  public-house. 
One  must  not  forget,  too,  that  many 
workers  have  taken  up  the  study  of 
social  and  economic  problems,  music, 
and  various  departments  of  literature, 
art,  and  science. 

Until  the  last  eighteen  months  this 
rise  in  the  standard  of  comfort  was 
steadily  proceeding.  Then  came  the 
slump  in  trade  and  growing  unemploy- 
ment. Now,  unemployment  is  fatal 
to  progress  not  .only  in  itself,  but  in 
the  evils  it  brings  in  its  train.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  considerable  sections 
of  the  working  classes  are  slipping  back 
beyond  comfort  to  the  old  poverty  line. 
Even  those  still  employed  are  losing 
their  little  pleasures  and  their  leisure. 
On  every  side  comes  the  demand  from 
the  employers  for  longer  hours  of 
labour  and  reduction  in  wages — for 
the  disappearance  of  all  the  advantages 
won  in  the  war — and  it  is  difficult  to 
see  how,  under  existing  conditions,  the 
demand  can  be  economically  resisted. 

.S. 


You  miss  a good  deal  in  life  if  you  don’t 
read  the  “ Millgnte  Monthly,”  which  is 
your  own  publication,  don’t  forgot. 


In  the  art  of  putting  a good  face  on  a 
bad  situation,  Mr.  Lloyd  George  is  a 
past  master.  Hence,  in  his  speech  at 
the  opening  of  Parliament,  he  had  little 
difficulty  in  making  it  appear  that  the 
Government’s  policy  towards  France 
was. “one  of.  friendship  and  co-opera- 
tion in  the  interests  of  peace,’’  although 
a less  biased  observer  might  draw  con- 
clusions diametrically  opposite. 

Mr.  Lloyd  George  has  explained  what 
such  a pact  should  secure  and  why  it 
should  be  entered  into.  He  told  Par- 
liament that -his-  policy  was  based  on  a 
guarantee  England  gave  to  France  at 
Versailles  in  1919  as  an  inducement  for 
France  to  abandon  her  advanced  Rhine 
policy — a policy  which  proposed  that 
there  should  be  something  in  the  nature 
of  an  annexation  of  German  territory 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rhine  to 
strengthen  militarily  the  -French 
frontier.  Such  annexation  was  not  ap- 
proved of  by  the-  British -Government, 
who  - regarded  it  as  permanently  dis- 
astrous ; and  therefore  the  aforesaid 
guarantee  was  given.  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
to  avoid  one  evil  incurred  another,  for 
the  guarantee  so  given  turns  out  to  be 
construed  by  France  as  a promise  to 
tie  England  to  4he  chariot  wheels  of 
French  militarists,  and  the  only  dif- 
ference, apparently,  between  the  French 
and  the  British  Government  is  no  dif- 
ference of  principle,  but  only  a question 
of  more  or  less.  M.  Poincare  wants 
more;  Mr.  Lloyd  George  wants  less. 
Their  purposes,  said  our  own  Prime 
Minister,  were  alike,  although  their 
methods  might  not  always  agree. 

The  Original  Bond. 

The  original  guarantee  was  to  defend 
France  if  France  were  attacked  by 
Germany.  That  was  the  bond.  And 
France  wants  every  implication  of  that 
bond  fulfilled.  That  there  is  a danger 
to  England  in  such  a policy  even  Mr. 
Lloyd  George  is  aware  ; hence  the  delay 
in  agreeing  with  France  as  to  the  exact 
terms  of  the  pact ; but  the  general 
public  in  this  country  is  in  blissful 
ignorance  of  any  such  danger.  Pre- 
occupied with  the  .latest  football  results, 
with  the  orgy  of  poison  dramas,  and. 
cinema  sensations  served  up  ad  nauseam 
by  the  press,  the  people  of  this  country 
take  no  interest  in  foreign  politics, 
leaving  it  to  their  Ministers  of  State  to 
make  or  unmake  what  treaties  of  peace 
and  war  they  please. 

An  occasional  voice  is  heard,  however, 
usually  a voice  crying  in  the  wilderness, 
making  protest.  Mr.  J.  A.  Hobson, 
for  example,  has  pointed  out  some  of 
the  dangers  of  the  proposed  French  pact. 
He  tells  us  (1)  that  it  binds  us  per- 
manently to  the  only  great  militarist 


power  of  the  Western  World,  and  com- 
pels us  to  maintain  an  army  adequate 
to  the  obligation  of  defending  France  ; 
(2)  encourages  F ranee  to  pursue  a more 
provocative  and  oppressive  policy  in 
Europe  than  France  would  otherwise 
deem  safe  for  fear  of  reprisals ; (3) 

practically  ensures  that  we  should  have 
to  assist  France  even  if  she  provoked 
a new  war  with  Germany,  for  it  is  always 
possible  to  manoeuvre  an  opponent  into 
a position  where  for  its  own  defence  it 
must  make  the  first  move  in  what  is 
really  a defensive  war ; and,  therefore, 
the  defensive  limitation  in  the  pact  is 
quite  illusory  ; (4)  the  pact  strikes  a 
deadly  blow  at  the  League  of  Nations 
by  substituting  a separate  national 
judgment  and  national  action  for  the 
collective  judgment  and  action  which 
is  the  vital  principle  of  the  League. 

Peace,  or ? 

Thus,  far  from  Mr.  Lloyd  George’s 
policy  being  one  of  co-operation  in  tie 
interests  of  peace,  it  is  or  will  be  if  France 
gets  her  way  a policy  which  is  essentially 
provocative  of  war.  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
says  that  policy,  or  something  like  thet 
policy,  is  necessary  in  order  to  prevent 
Germany  entertaining  any  idea  o 1 1 w t 
of  revenge.  If  she  knows  beforehand 
that  England  would  be  on  the  side  of 
France,  she  would  realise  the  hopeless- 
ness of  any  such  attempt  to  reverie 
the  decision  of  the  last  war,  and  would, 
therefore,  not  indulge  in  such  dreams. 
Far  from  this  being  true,  the  proposed 
pact  between  England  and  France 
would  in  all  probability  bring  about  in 
due  season  an  alliance  between  Germany 
and  some  other  power  or  powers  to 
balance  the  alliance  between  England 
and  France,  and  Europe  would  inevi- 
tably drift  towards  another  war,  as 
great-,  or  greater,  than  the  last. 

Besides,  it  is  to  be  asked,  if  France 
wants  British  help  against  an  unpro- 
voked attack  by  Germany,  why  should 
not  Germany  ask  for  a British  guarantee 
of  help  if  an  unprovoked  attack  came 
from  France  ? Mr.  Lloyd  George’s 
argument  will  apply  here- with  as  much 
force,  as  in  the  reverse  case.  We  might 
say  that  if  France  knew  that  any  un- 
provoked attack  upon  Germany  would 
bring  Britain  into  the  war  on  the  side  of 
Germany,  then,  such . knowledge  would 
prevent  France  from  entertaining  Im- 
perialist dreams  of  a hegemony  of 
Europe,  and  that,  theiefore,  such  a pact 
with  Germany  would  also  be  " one  of 
friendship  and  co-operation  in  the  in- 
terests of  peace. ’ ' The  fact  of  the  matter 
is  that  all  these  entangling  alliances, 
however  they  may  prate  of  peace,  are 
really  preparations  for  war,  and  to  pre- 
pare for  war  is  to  take  the  first  step 
towards  war.  Furthermore,  these  alli- 
ances between  separate  powers  are  of 
necessity  compeliti.'e  with  the  idea  of 
a world-wide  League  of  Nations.  The 
two  ideas  cannot  for  long  live  together, 
and  if  the  League  of  Nations  eventually 
goes  to  the  wall,  we  shall,  humanly 
speaking,  have  said  goodbye  do  all 
prospects  of  perpetual  peace. 


MORAL  EDUCATION 

CONGRESS; 

More  than  a thousand  people,  from  twenty 
nationalities,  assembled  at  the  University  of 
London,  in  1908,  to  discus*  the  training  of 
the  young  for  life  and  service.  In  1912,  a 
similar  meeting  was  held  at  Tlie  Hague, 
where  Catholics,  Freethinkers.  Protestants, 
Jews,  and,  all  sorts  of  denominations  mingled 
in  harmony.  Paris  was  proposed  for  the 
assembly  of  the  Third  Congress  on  Moral 
Education  in  191G,  and  now  the  1 hird  Con- 
gress is  arranged  for  next  July  28th  to 
August  1st,  at  Geneva.  This  city  is  the  seat 
of  the  League  of  Nations.  It  is  now  the 
meeting-place  of  hundreds  of  currents  of 
social  ideas  and  ideals;  and  among  such 
ideal*  none  c-an  be  more  vital  than  - t hi* 
movement. 


FOR  THE  PEOPLE’S  PRESS. 

! For  the  People's  Press!  Let  us  wake  it  such 

= As  appeals  alike  unto  age  and  youth; 

Z The  thing  that  never  a lie  shall  smutch, 

= The  very  glass  of  the  very  truth.  = 

For  co-opcrant  trade  linking  land  with  land, 

= Daily  set  forth  in  its  power  to  bless; 

For  the  People's  Voice  let  our  millions  stand,  C 

= For  the  People’s  Press! 

Z For  the  fount  where  no  dim  corruptions  lurk, 

= The  well,  crystal-clear,  where  the  Truth  lies  hid * = 

Z For  the  revolution  that  Peace  shall  ■ work , 

! = Not  war  or  bloodshed— let  Peace  forbid! — q 

Z For  the  goal  that  the  common  will  can  reach , 

= The  common  weal  ( best  reached,  confess,  ^ 

□ . Simply  by  service  of  all  for  each),—,  C 

= For  the  People's  Press! 

= Stand  we  for.  this  with  united  aid  1 

= Till  our  dream  come  true;  and  beyond  our  dreant  C 

I That  League  of  Nations  which  ALL  shall  xlainr. 

That  Light  forecasting  the  far  day’s  gleam.  = 

I Stand,  till  Man  ‘rise  from  the  dull  carlli-clods  = 

He  tills;  till  his  life  shall  be  Freedom's— yes,  = 

□ Till  the  People’s  Voice  shall  indeed  be  Cod’s,—  L 

= j j For.  t/je  People's  Press!  . .-  . - 

□ ' 1 — S.  Gertrude  Ford.  l 


February  18,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


3 


THE  MOVEMENT  IN  RUSSIA. 

CO-OPERATORS  FREELY  CONTROL  THEIR  OWN 

AFFAIRS. 


PRESIDENT  OF  “ CENTROSOYUS  ” INTERVIEWED. 


BY  H.  J.  MAY. 


The  arrival  in  London  of  .Mr.  f..  Kliinoliuk, 


“EMPLOYERS’  DIRT  IN  THE  HOME.” 


HALF-A-MILLION  POUNDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  SOCIAL 

IMPROVEMENTS. 


DR.  MARION  PHILLIPS  AND  PIT-HEAD  BATHS. 


BY  CEORCE  A.  GREENWOOD. 


president  cf  the  “ Centrosoyus  ” at  Moscow, 
together  with  his  colleague,  Mr.  Ivnntor,  is 
calculated  to  give  ratisfaction  to  those  who 
have  h?en  strongest  in  demanding  that  rela- 
tions should  he  re-established  only  u ith 
repo?' entat ives  of  Russian  eo-opeiation 
direct  from  .Moscow,  who  possessed  first- 
liand  knowledge  of  Rusoiau.iffnirs. 

We  have  already  foreshadowed  the  arrival 
of  a purely  co-operative  trade  delegation, 
from  IVrtssiu,  and  these  two  gentlemen  foim 
the  advance-guard,  as  well  as  being  the  prin- 
cipal members  of  that  delegation. 

We  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of  inter- 
viewing Mr.  KHinc-huk  on  his.  arrival  in 
London,  and  found  him  not  only  eager  to 
establish  trading  relations  with  Western  co- 
operative organisations,  but  also  desirous  of 
explaining  frankly  and  fully  the  position  of 
tlie  Russian  co-operative  societies.  In 
response  to  our  inquiry  as  to  the  prosent 
position  in-Russia,  lie  made  the  following 
statement : — 

The  Co-operative  Decree. 

“ Since  the  Soviet  Decree  of  April  7th, 
1921,  the  Central  Union  of  Co-operative 
Societies  at  Moscow  (Centrosoyus)  has  been 
the  principal  organ  of  distribution.  Previous 
to  that  date,  it  had  been  technically 
regarded  as  the  organ  of  the  Government, 
who,  without  the  assistance  of  the  coropera- 
tive- organisation  would  have  found  it  im- 
possible to  discharge  their  economic  respon- 
sibility. The  Decree  of  April  7th  restored 
the  autonomy  of  the  co-operative  societies, 
which  were  at  once  re-organised  to  meet  the 
new  conditions.  From  April  to  September 
this  work  of  reorganisation  continued  vigor- 
ously, with  the  result  That  in  September  the 
independent  trading  of  Centrosoyus 

amounted  to  one  million  gold  roubles;  in 
October  it  was  three  million  roubles;  in 
November  six  millions;  and  in  December  it 
had  increased  to  the  amount  of  sixteen 
million  gold  roubles,  or  a total  of  26,000,000 
for  the  four  months.  The  Government 
Decree  of  October  26th,  1921,  recognised  the 
remarkable  activity  of  the  Russian  co-opera- 
tive societies,  and  made  prevision  that  they 
should  have  a prior  claim  on  the  products  of 
the  State  factories.  At  the  last  Congress 
of  the  Soviets,  Mr.  Lenin  demonstrated  the 
great  usefulness  cf  the  co-operative  organ- 
isations and  the  essential  rightness  of  their 
principle,  also  the  important  port  they  were 
called  upon  to  play  in  the  economic  life  of 
the  country.  This  was  further  emphasised 
by  the  fact  that  contracts  to  supply  fifteen 
million  poods  cf  grain  had  been  entered  into 
by  the  Centrosoyus  with  the  Soviet  Govern- 
ment, 30  per  cent,  of  which  liad  to  be  sup- 
plied by  November  1st ; a further  20  per  cent, 
by  December  1st;  15  per  cent,  by  January 
1st;  and  the  remainder  by  March  loth. 
This  contract  has  been  fully  honoured  up  to 
the  present  moment,  with  the  result  that  the 
Cent'/csoyus  is  increasing  its  influence  as  a 
stable  organisation  both  with  the  State  and 
with  the  people. 

Although  the  societies  have  been  released 
from  State  control,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
work  of  distribution  to  be  carried' on  with- 
out them,  and  this  is  true  to  an  increasing 
extent  as  the  contracts  of  the  Centiosoyus 
are  fulfilled.  x 

Wonderful  Progress. 

The  second  point  of  importance  in  the 
recent  developments  is  the  fact  that  the 
organisation  is  gradually  getting  back  to  a 
condition  in  which"  its  expenses  of  m/mage- 
lnent,  staff,  Ac.,  more  nearly  approach  the 
normal.  -In  September  the  wages  paid  to 
employees  represented  9$  per  cent,  of  the 
turnover ; in  October  it  had  been  reduced  to 
4J  per  cent.,  and  in  November  to  3£  per 
cent.,  while  the  general  expenses  at  the  same 
periods  represented,  respectively,  20  per 
cent.,  13  per  cent.,  and  12  per  cent.  It 
"ould  not  only  be  a superficial  observation 
upen  these  figures,  but  also  an  entiiely,  in- 
correct one,  to  sugges  that  the  reduced 
expenditure  i<s  at  the  cost  of  the  workers. 
Ou  the  contrary;  the  rates  of  pay  have 
generally  speaking,  been  increased.  These 
nosnlts  arc  brought  about  by  the  enormously 
increased  purchasing  power  of  Centrosoyus 
under  the  new  conditions,  wliich  enable  it  to 
buy  very  largely  as  a central  distributing 
agency,  and  at  the  same  time  lessens  its  costs 
while  increasing  wages. 

The  Centrosoyus  has  further  succeeded  in 
earning  possession  of  the  inland  trade  of 
Russia,  and  is  now  confident  of  its  steady, 


progressive  increase.  They  have,  therefore, 
more  opportunities,  even  as  their  need  is 
greater,  to  study  the  problem  of  foreign 
trade,  and  Mr.  Khinchuk,  definitely  declares 
that  Russia  can  give  substantial  help  in 
this  matter.  Their  societies  have  already 
felt  the  urgent  ntted  of  a co-operative  bank, 
and  a co-operative  consumers’  bank  is  being, 
established,  partly  on  the  strength  of  State 
loans,  in  erder  to  give  it  a start,  but  it  k 
hoped  that  before  long  tlie  bank  will  function 
entirely  with  co-operative  i ©sources.” 

“Now  Mr.  Khinchuk,’’  we  rsked,  ‘‘will 
you  give  a few  details  on  the  statement  you 
have  made?  First  of  all,  what  class  of  goods 
make  up  the  turnover  of  26,000,000  roubles 
in  the  last  four  months  of  1921?” 

“ They  are  almost  entirely  .home  products, 
and  included  foodstuffs,  raw  materials,  hides, 
skins,  furs,  bristles,  and  flax.” 

“ And  what  are  the  source's  of  supply?” 
“There  are  three  sources  of  supply,  tlie 
chief  being  the  Russian  co-o-pera U»e  societies 
scattered  over  the  Empire,  wliich  have  sup- 
plied 79  per  cent,  of  these  goods;  second, 
the  State  factories,  which  have  supplied  15 
per  cent.  ; the  remaining  6 per  cent,  being 
obtained  from  private  trade. 

“ Further,  it  should  be  clearly  understood 
that  the  distribution  bo  the  consumers  is 
practically  entirely  through  co-operative 
channels.  At  the  same  time,  the  Centro- 
soyus is  accumulating  surplus  stores  of  raw 
materials,  partly  for  export  and  in  exchange 
for  other  goods  they  require  from  Western 
Europe,  and  partly  for  home  manufacture.” 
“ What  about  the  grain’ contract  ?” 

“This  supply  of  15  million  poods  is  being 
made  entirely  from  co-operative  sources,  and 
is  collected  from  the  different  Agricultural 
Unions  of  Russia.”  - 

Free  Election. 

“ How  decs  the  question  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  societies  now  6taml?” 

“ The  general  meeting  of  the  delegates  has 
tlie  sole  power  of  directing  the  organisation, 
and  is  the  supreme  legislative  body  in  Soviet 
Russia.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  new 
economic  policy,  the  Government  assures  to 
co-operative  societies  the  advantages  of 
exceptionally  favourable  legislation  ” 

“ Hut  how  are  the  various  administrative 
bodies  elected?” 

“ The  consumers’  societies  elect  their  re- 
presentatives to  tlie  various  administrative 
bodies  under  completely  independent  condi- 
tions. The  district  societies  hold  meetings 
of  delegates  aiid  elect  their  own  board,  which 
in  their  turn  appoint  delegates  to  the  pro- 
vincial unions.  Each  provincial  union,  sends 
three  delegates  to  a conference  at  which 
the  Board  of  Centrosoyus  is  elected.  The 
last  election  was  in  July,  1921,  and  holds 
good  for  one- year.  Four  times  a year  there 
are  meetings  of  the  council  of  delegates,  who 
examine  the  accounts"  and  reports  cf  the 
executive,  and  generally  act  as  a 
supervisory  council  surveying  "the  work 
of  the  administrative  body.  There  is, 
however,  a provision  in  the  Decree  of 
April  7 t-li  last  that  the  Central  Execu- 
tive Committee,  which  is  tlie  highest  legis- 
lative body  of  the  country,  has  the  right  to 
appoint  a representative  to  tlie  board  of 
management.  In  practice,  however,  it  lias 
never  used  that  right,  and  I do  not  think  it 
ever  will.” 

“ How'  are  the  boards  composed?” 

“ The  hoard  of  management  of  many  of 
the  sections  are  mainly  composed  of  non- 
party  members.  The  Communist  members 
of  other  parties  do  not  lese  the  opportunity 
of  influencing  the  electorate,  but  this  is  by 
propaganda,  which  is  used  equally  by  the 
other  parties  in  the  State.” 

“ Then  is  it  true  to  say  that  the  Russian 
co-operators  exercise  full  control  over  their 
affairs ?” 

“ Yes,  in  every  respect.” 

“ Now,  Mr.  Khinchuk,  what  about  the 
Moscow  International  Commercial  Bureau  - ” 
“ Tills  bureau,  was  established  a t a time 
when  we  had  no  hope  of  our  organisation 
being  recognised  by  the  International  Co- 
operative Alliance,  and,  therefore,  by 
Western  co-operators  generally.  Since  the 
decision  of  the  Basle  Qmgress,  however,  this 
bureau  has  lest  its  taison  d’etre.  Our 
great  desire  is  to  establish  complete  rela- 
tions with  the  Alliance  and  co-operative 
trading  relations  with  Great  Britain,  France, 
and  other  countries  through  co-operation! 
That  is  the  object  of  our  visit  and  oui  sincere 
hope.  If  that  is  realised,  there  can  he  no 
question  of  tlie  revival  of  the  Moscow  Com- 
mercial Bureau  cr  any  other  international 
organisation  apart  from  our  own  alliance.” 
This  brought  our  interview  to  a close  on 
the  eve  of  our  meetings  in  Brussels,  during 
which  our  Russian  friends  found  the  oppor- 
tunity to  state  their  position  at  some  length, 
and  to  reply  satisfactorily  to  various  ques- 
tions. On  their  return  to  Russia,  they  will 
be  accompanied  by  the  .ecnoiperittiv'p  deputa- 
tion decided  upon  by  the  executive  at 
Brussels. 


There  is  a sugges- 
tion of  irony  in  the 
fact  that  at  a time 
when  many  thou- 
sands of  miners 
find  themselves  on 
the  starvation  line, 
the  industry  should 
be  in  possession  of 
half  - a - million 
pounds  with  which 
to  improve  the 
social  lot  of  dwell- 
ers in  colliery  dis- 
tricts. 

How  the  Half-Mil- 

Dr.  Marion  Phillips.  lion  Comes. 

This  substantial 
fund  is  one  of  the  several  excellent  results 
of  the  Sankey  Coal  Commission,  which,  it 
may  be  recalled,  proposed  that  a levy  of  Id. 
per  ton  should  be  imposed  on  all  coal  brought 
to  the  surface,  and  devoted  to  the  improve- 
ment of  those  distressing  conditions  in  col- 
liery areas  which Witnesses  before  the  Com- 
mission had  proved  to  exist.  That  provision 
was  embodied  in  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
it  is  in  consequence  of  its  operation  that  oil 
account  of  the  year  recently  closed  such  a 
considerable  sum  is  available,  and  in  suc- 
ceeding years  what  may  be  assumed  to  be 
similar  sums  will  also  accrue  for  the  purpose 
indicated. 

It  is  to  be  allocated  to  the  various  coal 
fields,  according  to  their  contributions,  and 
its  administration  rests  with  'joint  commit- 
tees of  coal  owners  and  miners.  But  how 
is  it  to  be  spent?  This  is  the  query  now 
exercising  the  minds  of  residents  in  colliery 
districts,  and  the  administrators,  iu  con- 
sidering applications  from  various  sources 
for  grants,  have  been  asked  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  give'  preference  to  those  schemes 
that  would  provide  work  for  the  wholly  or 
partially  unemployed.  All  kinds  of.  schemes 
for  provision  of  facilities  in  which.,  mining 
areas  are,  as  a rule,  deficient,  are  thus 
open  to  consideration — libraries,  recreation 
grounds,  technical  education,  institutes, 
and  pit-head  baths,  which  latter  brings  me 
to  the  subject  of  this  article. 

The  Woman’s  Toil. 

One  of  the  worst  features  of  life  in  a col- 
liery district  is  the  dirt,  dust,  and  grime 
with  which  the  women-folk,  in  particular, 
have  to  struggle,  and  which  also,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  rest  cff  the  world,  holds  down  the 
miner  in  our  social  system.  It  is  because 
of  these  facts,  and  because  they  are  revolt- 
ing against  the  intolerable  burden  of  making 
ready  the  kitchen  tubs  of  the  workers,  and 
. mending  and  drying  their  torn  and  soaked 
clothes,  that  organised  women  have  deter- 
mined to  put  up  a big  fight  to  obtain  at 
least  a good  part  of  the  welfare  money 
already  and  potentially  available  for  the 
erection  of  baths  at  the  pit-head. 

Their  views  were  very  forcibly  expressed 
to  me  in  a conversation  I have  recently  had 
with  Dr.  Marion  Phillips,  chief  woman  officer 
of  the  Labour  Party,  and  secretary  of  that 
great  representative  body,  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee  of  Industrial  Women’s 
Organisations,  which  has  already  made  a 
special  appeal  to  all  the  pit  committees  that 
they  should  give  special  attention  to  the 
provision  of  baths. 

“ Such  provision,”  said  Dr.  Phillips, 
“must  be  made  if  the  joint  committees 
really  want  to  use  the  money  for  the 
greatest  benefit  of  the  entire  population  of 
the  coal  fields.  The  erection  of  pit-head 
baths  is,  even  women  say,  a direct  respon- 
sibility of  the  industry,  and  nothing  would 
make  more  difference  to  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  miner  and  his  wife  and  family, 
and  there  is  the  further  fact  that  if  grants 
for  this  purpose  are  made,  the  erection  of 
the  baths  would  at  once  call  into  action  a 
considerable  amount  of  unemployed  labour.” 

I pointed  out  to  Dr.  Phillips  that  in  my 
own  experience  of  colliery  districts  there 
had  been  exhibited  a great  deal  of  mis- 
understanding and  prejudice  exactly  as  to 
what  was  involved  in  the  use  of  pit-head 
baths.  For  example,  they  had  been  en- 
visaged as  huge  tanks,  where  men  bathed 
together  in  tepid  water,  where  one’s  clothes 
became  mixed  up  with  other  men’s,  and 
where  clothes  were  left  overnight  to  lie 
damp  and  cold;  whereas,  of  course;  the -truth 
is  that  a man  goes  to  work  decently  clad. 


as  a “ black  coat  ” would  do,  hangs  up  his 
outdoor  suit  on  his  own  receptacle,  takes 
down  and  puts  on  his  working,  togs,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  shift  bathe’s  in  his  own 
cubicle,  changes  into'  outdoor  garb;  and 
leaves  soiled  and*  wet  equipment  to  go  to 
the  drying- house.  • 

Opposition  Dead. 

Dr.  Phillips  had  a ready  reply.  “ Ten 
years  ago,”  she  said,  “ you  always  had  some 
people  in  an  audience  at  a propaganda  meet- 
ing who  said  they  wanted  none  of  the  new- 
fangled notions  under  which  men  would 
catch  cold  ; that  they  would  not  support  a 
system  which  involved  scores  and  hundreds 
c f men  all  using  the  same  water,  . and  so 
on  and  so  forth.  Now,  however,  the  people 
in  the  colliery  districts  have  got  to  know 
the  facts,  and  one  gels  none  of- -that  oppo- 
sition at  all.  Men  and  vvomeii  alike  realise 
that  it  would  be  an  inestimable  boon  for 
miners  to  go  to  work  and  come  home  in 
clean,  warm  clothes,  and  to  keep  out  the 
coal  dirt  from  the  domestic  hearth.  In  the 
last  three  years  I have  not  heard  raised  a 
single  objection.  On  the  other  hand,  in 
M ales,  Lancashire,  and  Scotland,  there 
have  been,  and  still  are  progressing,  strong 
campaigns  in  favour  of  the  erection  of  baths, 
and  the  example  of  those  already  in  opera- 
tion at  Treharris  and  Atherton  has  had  an 
enormous  effect  upon  the  surrounding 
communities. 

“ You  may  take  it  that  the  women  of  the 
coal  fields  are  very  much  in  earnest  about 
this  matter,  and  they  are  strongly  sup- 
ported by  other  women,  too.  We  are  going 
to  make  a very  determined  effort  to  get 
acceptance  for  the  point  that  a considerable 
proportion  of  this  welfare  money  shall  be 
devoted  to  pit-head  baths.  Of  course,  we 
realise  that  it  is  wholly  insufficient  to  pro- 
vide baths  at  every  colliery,  but  we  believe 
that  to  get  them  dotted  about  the  coaj  fields 
will  be  the  means  of  so  stimulating  the  en- 
thusiasm of  the  workers  at  the  other  col- 
lieries that  they  will  very  soon  demand  the 
putting  into  force  of  the  voluntary  legisla- 
tion now  on  the  Statute  Book,  under  which 
i coal  owners  can  be  called  upon  to  erect 
baths 

“ Our  slogan,”  concluded  Dr.  Phillips, 
“ is  ‘ The  employer's  dirt  has  no  right  in  tho 
miner's  home  I'  " It  is  an  excellent  one, 
and  with  a general  application,  tjie  condi- 
. tions  in  colliery  areas  could  be  revolutionised 
in  two  or  three  decades. 


" How  do  you  keep  it  up* to  such  a levc-lr” 
writes  an  admirer  of  the  “ Millgato 
Monthly, " •“  And  the  pictures  are  as 

remarkable  as  the  articles’!” 


Appointment  II. M.  the  Kingt 

Buy  the  Milk  with  over 

50  Years’  Reputation 

Nestis's  Milk  has  no  rival  for 
quality — and  quality  must  be  tlia 
first  consideration  with  milk. 
Compare  the  thick  even  richness 
of  Nestle’s  with  the  thinner  watery 
or  sugary  consistency  of  other, 
milks.  Don’t  buy  water  at  the 
price  of  milk — buy 

NESTLES 

MILK 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

Resolutely  refuse  just-as~goods — 
there  are  none,  whatever  their  price. 

NESTLE'S, 

6-f8,  Eastcheap,  London,  £.C,3.  , 
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BUILDERS’  GUILDS  IN  GERMANY. 


IN  A CO-OPERATIVE  COMMONWEALTH. 


WORK  OF  CHRISTIAN  SOCIETIES. 


^Building  guilds  have  developed  rapidly  in 
Germany  of  late  ; and  although  differing  in 
the  form  of  organisation,  their  objects  are 
similar  to  those  of- the  guilds  in  Great  Britain. 

The  Socialist  Guilds  are  particularly  active, 
In  addition  to  the  co-operative  societies  ; but 
they  have  not  adopted  the  legal  form  of  the 
co-operative  society,  but  that  of  the  limited 
liability  company. 

The  Co-operative  Building  Societies  are  of 
more  recent  growth,  originating  in  the 
Christian  trade  union  movement.  Unlike 
ordinary  co-operative  building  societies,  which 
are  really  societies  of  tenants  entrusting  the 
building  of  houses  to  private  undertakings, 
the  object  of  the  Christian  co-operative  build- 
ing societies  is  to  undertake  the  actual  work 
of  building.  They  aim  at  building  at  a fair 
price  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  so  as  to 
regulate  prices  in  the  building  industry,  to 
promote  the  social  training  of  workers,  to 
increase  their  pleasure  in  their  work  by  giving 
them  a greater  part  in  the  management  of 
the  undertakings  in  which  they  are  employed 
and  by  improving  building  methods  and 
processes,  and  finally  to  carry  out,  or  to  assist 
in  carrying  out,  a first  attempt  at  socialisation. 

Christian  building  co-operative  societies 
have  adopted  the  legal  form  of  a co-operative 
Bociety,  which  seemed  to  them  better  adapted 
to  their  purpose.  Most  of  the  Christian  build- 


CZECHO-SLOVAKS  ALIVE. 


ing  co-operative  societies  belong  to  the 
National  Federation  of  German  Co-operative 
Building  Societies  ( Reichxverband  deutscher 
Bauprodu  kliv-Gcnossenschaflen),  founded  on 
August  14th,  1921.  This  federation  com- 
prised 26  societies  on  that  date,  and  now  has 
50  affiliated  societies.  It  is  divided  into  a 
certain  number  of  regional  federations,  the 
most  important  of  which  are  the  Rheno- 
Westphalian  Federation  and  the  South  German 
Union.  On  August  1st,  1921,  the  Rheno- 
Westphalian  Federation  included  13  co-opera- 
tive societies,  with  a total  membership  of 
2,624,-  On  the  same  date  it  employed  1,280 
workers,  and  at  present  has  more  than  2,000 
workers  in  its  employment.  Up  to  August 
1st  it  had  obtained  orders  amounting  to 
61,000,000  marks  in  value,  and  had  built  1,015 
houses. 

In  addition  to  this  federation,  the  Christian 
building  co-operative  societies  have  founded 
a special  limited  liability  company  (Gesell- 
schaft  zur  Furderung  von  Bauproduktiv-Genos- 
senschaften  m.  b.  H.)  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing jointly  supplies  of  raw  material,  either  by 
purchase  or  by  direct  production,  and  also 
with  a view  to  obtaining  the  necessary  credits. 
This  company  will  be  controlled  by  a fiduciary 
company  ( Treuhand-Gesellschaft ) formed  spe- 
cially for  the  needs  of  the  Christian  workers’ 
union. 


DEPUTATION  TO  RUSSIA. 


Danish  co-operation  has  had  no  lack  of 
admirers  among  modern  authors,  and 
Danish  agricultural  methods,  during  the 
past  twenty  years  at  least,  have  been  held 
up  for  emulation  by  other  agricultural 
countries.  “Denmark:  A Co-operative 
Commonwealth,”  by  Fredk.  C.  Howe  (Geo. 
Allen  and  Unwin  Ltd.  p 7s..  6d.),  differs  from 
most  books  on  co-operation  in  Denmark. 
Dr.  Howe’s  description  of  the  enormous  de- 
velopments in  co-operation  in  various  forms 
is  an  interesting  record,  and  the  extent  cf 
co-operative  influence  in  the  little  kingdom 
is  exemplified  by  the  fact  that  one  person 
in  every  two  of  the  population  is  connected 
with  some  co-operative  enterprise.  The 
country,  which  was  in  the  depths  of  de- 
pression in  1870,  owing  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  greater  Powers  upon  Danish  ter- 
ritory, the  economic  competition  of  newer 
countries,  and  the  protective  tariffs  imposed 
against  Danish  goods  by  Germany,  who  had 
formerly  been  Denmark’s  best  customer, 
lias  been  completely  regenerated  by  co-opera- 
tive industry  and  co-operative  politics'. 

Dr.  Howe  has  gone  over  Denmark  to 
make  his  own  observations,  and  has  verified 
his  impressions  with  the  aid  of  Danish 
friends  to  whom  his  proofs  were  submitted. 
The  picture  he  presents  is  highly  delightful, 
and  shows  what  most  co-operators  hope  for 
from  intensive  co-operation.  Agricul- 
ture employs  36.4  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  when  the  farmers  began  to  adopt 
co-operative  methods  in  1875,  they  carried 
their  co-operation  into  politics  as  well.  The 
peasants  set  to  work  to  be  rid  of  land- 
lordism ; but  before  they  could  do  that  they 
had  to  overcome  the  difficulty  that  the  land- 
lords and  employers  controlled  the  banks, 
which  alone  could  provide  the  credit  to  en- 
able the  peasants  to  become  the  owners  of 
their  farms.  The  political  power  of  the 
co-operative  peasants,  therefore,  was  used 
to  set  up  a State  bank,  and  so  to  facilitate 
farm  purchase.  The.  result  was  that  tenancy 
rapidly  disappeared.  From  that,  the  evolu- 
tion of  a co-operative  State,  iu  which  the 


common  good  is  the  common  law,  lias  nearly 
been  completed.  The  railways  were  con- 
verted to  the  public  service,  so  as  to  im- 
prove and  benefit  agriculture  and  the  ex- 
port of  produce,  and  to  promote  social  com- 
munications. The  farmers  and  peasants 
constitute  the  chief  part  of  the  population 
and  the  chief  influence  iu  politics ; but  they 
are  co-operators,  and  the  whole  influence  or 
co-operation  has  been  to  use  political 
agencies  “ for  the  promotion  of  the  econo- 
mic well-being,  the  comfort,  and  the  cul- 
tural life  of  the  people.”  In  England, 
Fiance,  Germany,  or  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Howe,  with  whom  one  must 
confess  agreement,  the  political  state  is  “ in 
a bad -way,'”  it  “ commands  little  confidence, 
does  not  function  well,  and  does  not  repre- 
sent the  great  mass  of  the  people,”  and  “ it 
does  very  little  to  serve  them.”  Denmark, 
shows  “ that  the  State  can  control  the  dis- 
tribution of  wealth  and  increase  its  produc- 
tion”; it  can  destroy  monopoly  and  pri- 
vileges; it  can  “put  an  end  to  poverty,” 
and  “ make  it  possible  for  all  people  to  live 
easily  and  comfortably.”  Denmark  under 
co-operation  has  given  up  its  old  imperialist 
notions ; it  leaves  these,  together  with  great 
armies  and  navies,  to  other  (and,  Dr.  Howe 
might  have  added,  less  sensible)  Powers ; 
it  does  not  concern  itself  with  other  people’s 
land;  and,  happiest  result  of  all,  “ no  coun- 
try in  Europe  spends  so  large  a part  of  its 
Budget  on  education,  on  social  agencies,  on 
cultural  tilings,”  which  are  enjoyed  bv  the 
farmer,  the  agricultural  worker,  and  the 
artisan  in  the  town.  “Through  the  thou- 
sands of  co-operative  societies  the  economic 
life  of  the  people  moves,  just  as  their  poli- 
tical life  moves  through  the  political  State; 
and  the  men  who  have  been  trained  in  the 
co-operative  movement  are  the  men  who 
have  risen  to  political  power.”  In  short, 
the  author  of  this  readable  volume  demon- 
strates that  a co-operative  democracy  is  an 
enlightened,  progressive,  and  prosperous 
State. 

Myles  Long. 


co-operative  re-building. 

Reports  from  the  new  republic  of 
Gzecho-Slovakia  indicate  that  the  Czechs 
ore  rapidly  recovering  from  the  ravages  of 
the  war  by  establishing  a stable  economic 
order,  largely  through  the  co-operative 
movement. 

-The  Czech  co-operatives  are  .providing 
food  for  the  people  at  cost,  constructing 
homes,  promoting  enterprises  owned  and 
operated  by  the  workers,  furnishing  light 
and  power,  giving  all  kinds  of  insurance 
on  a non-profit  basis,  and  getting  control 
of  banking  and  credit,  administering  them 
on  a co-operative  system. 

There  are  12,336  co-operative  societies  in 
the  country,  half  of  which  are  banking 
and  credit  institutions.  The  local  and  dis- 
trict banks  have  a membership  of  610,000. 

The  ieral  Co-operative  Bank  at 
Prague  is  the  centre  of  the.  banking  and 
credit  system,  with  branches  in  the  most 
Important  industrial  and  farming  sections. 


BOYCOTTS  ON  THE  CONTINENT. 

German  co-operators  are  suffering  a rigid 
boycott  from  the  paintmakers— at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  private  dealers.  Our  Swiss  friends 
are  being  boycotted  by  leather  merchants 
who  have  refused  to  supply  the  co-operative 
society  of  the  master  shoemakers  in  Basle, 
who  have  returned  the  compliment  by  asking 
their  confreres  not  to  buy  anything  of  the  two 
firms  concerned,  but  of  their  own  co-operative 
establishments. 


AN  IMPORTANT  PROPOSAL. 

The  greatest  interest  is  being  taken  in 
the  international  deputation  of  co-operators 
to  study  the  movement  in  Russia  at  first 
hand  due  to  start  towards  the  end  of  this 
month.  Mr,  L,  Khinchuk,  the  president  of 
the  “ Centrcsoyus,”  the  Central  Union  of 
Russian  Co-operative  Societies  at  Moscow, 
gave  the  invitation  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  sitting  in  Brussels  at,  the  end  of 
last  month ; and  he  is  now  in  England  in  the 
interests  of  opening  out  trading  relations 
with  co-operative  organisations. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  I.C.A. 
decided  to  accept  the  invitation,  and  so  far 
the  deputation  numbers  eight;  and  the 
names  of  the  members  are: — Mr.  H.  J.  May, 
the  secretary  of  the  I.C.A. ; Sir  T.  \V.  Allen, 
M.  E.  Poisson  (France),  Dr.  A.  Suter  (Swit- 
zerland), and  M.  Victor  Serwy  (Belgium), 
all  leaders  of  the-A  Ilia  nee ; and  Messrs,  A. 
W.  Golightly  (the  chairman  of  the  inter- 
national committee  on  co-operative  trading), 
J.  English,  and  J.  Hawking  (of  the  English 
C.W.S.). 


BULGARIA’S  GREAT  LEAD. 

■ The  Minister  of  .Public  Instruction  of  Bul- 
garia has  just  included  co-operation  in  the 
obligatory  courses  of  instruction.  Henceforth 
the  young  scholars  of  Bulgaria  will  be  initiated 
into  the  history,  the  principles,  and  the 
different  forms  and  applications  of  co-opera- 
tion, so  as  to  become,  as  it  were,  the  foundation 
of  the  economic  social  life  of  Bulgaria. 


THEY'LL  NEVER  GET  ANY  PLACE,  THAT  WAY. 


BROTHER- WE'RE 
BOTH  IN  THE 
SAME  ••'BOAT  — 
LET'S  PULL 

, together.'  J 


INDIA’S  SOCIAL 
SALVATION. 

The  price  of  the  “ International  Labour 
Review”  (Geo.  Allen  and  Unwin  Ltd.; 
8s.  6d.)  precludes  the  possibility  of  its  be- 
coming a popular  monthly ; but  it  is  not 
intended  to  he  a “ popular  ” monthly.  It 
is  a highly  informative  review  of  immeasur- 
able service  to  all  interested  in  the  varied 
questions  with  which  the  International 
Labour  Office  (League  of  Nations)  has  to 
deal.  Serious  students  of  co-operation,  who 
read -Mr.  H.  W.  Wolff’s  article  on  “The 
Co-operative  Movement  and  Labour  ” in  the 
February  issue,  will  readily  agree  that,  as 
serious  literature  goes  nowadays,  the  review 
is  not  too  highly  priced.  Mr.  Wolff  is  full 
of  the  subject,  as  anyone  would  admit  who 
had  read  his  book  on  “ Co-operation  in 
India”;  but  he  presents  an  extremely  in- 
teresting article.  One  of  the  most  delight- 
ful passages  in  it  is  the  quotation  he  gives 
from  the  Report  of  the  United  Commission 
of  Missionary  Societies : 1 ‘ Wherever  a co- 
operative society  is  formed  it  s^ts  up  a 
school  if  there  is  not  already  one.”  That 
is  a splendid  tribute  from  an  unbiased 
source.  Mr.  Wolff  deals  with  his  subject 
in  twenty-two  pages,  any  one  of  which  it 
would  have  been  a pity  to  have  omitted ; 
and  the  reader’s  deduction  will  be  that  co- 
operation is  one  of  the  most  powerful  social 
influences  that  has  oomo  into  India  during 
the  British  occupation.  The  seed  of  co- 
operation was  planted  there  in  1904,  and 
in  1920  there  were  1,500,000  members  of 
societies.  That  seed  was  planted  on  bad 
ground,  for  the  little  plant  had  to  grow  up 
through  the  thorns  of  illiteracy  and  debt; 
but  the  growth,  in  all  the  circumstances,  has 
been  amazing.  Mr.  Wolff  quotes  Sir  Edward 
Gait,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Bihar  and 
Orissa,  as  prophesying  that  co-operation,  by 
teaching  people  to  manage  their  own  affairs, 
is  certain  to  cause  great  reactions  on  the 
moral  and  political  developments  of  the 
country,  and  Sir  EdwnTd  added:  “ It  may 
be  expected  to  do  more  for  the  material  and 
moral  regeneration  of  India  than  any  other 
influence  now  at  work.”  The  other  contents 
of  the  February  issue  comprise  articles 
on  “ Collective  Agreements  in  Italy  ” (Gino 
Olivette),  and  “ Labour  Conditions  in 
Japanese  Coal  Mines  ” ; a report  of  the  Third 
International  Labour  Conference;  and  the 
customary  valuable  reports  on  wages,  prices, 
and  emigration.  Myles  Long. 


SECRETS  OF  A SAVOYARD.  I 


Societies  which  have  libraries  catering 
for  all  classes  of  readers  are  gradually  de- 
creasing in  number.  Only  the  other  week 
one  of  these  organisations  in  Lancashire 
handed  over  its  collection  of  books  to  the 
local  authorities.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may 
lie  that  the  number  of  educational  commit- 
tees forming  specialised  libraries  is  increas- 
ing. “ The  Secrets  of_a  Savoyard  ” (Jnr- 
rold : 10.  Warwick-lane,  E.C.  ; 6s.)  would 
scarcely  feel  at  home  amongst  books  dealing 
with  co-operation?  economics,  and  kindred 
subjects,  but  societies  which  still  retain 
libraries  of  a general  character  would  pro- 
bably meet  the  desires  of  a large  number 
cf  members  if  they  stocked  one  or  more 
copies  of  this  entertaining  book.  Henry 
A.  Lytton,  whose  name  must  be  enshrined 
in  the  hearts  of  thousands  of  people  who 
have  been,  and  still  would  go,  to  the  famous 
G.  aiid  S.”  operas,  is  the  author  of  “ The 
Secrets  of  a Savoyard,”  and  his  reminis- 
cences and  stories  (some  of  which  are  quite 
good)  should  come  in  very  handy  for  a quiet 
evening  by  the  fireside  or  a railway  journey 
on  a dull  and  wet  day.  But  reminiscences 
and  stories  do  not  exhaust  the  book  by  any 
means,  and  members  of  co-operative  choral 
societies,  whether  they  are  playing  in  the 
“ G.  and  S.”  operas  or  any  other,  will  find 
his^stage  hints,  based  as  they  are  on  prac- 
tical experience  over  a ldng  period,  ex- 
tremely valuable.  T.  C. 


To 

JIM.  the  King* 


The  name  of  Nestle’s  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ’’  as 

Nestles  Milk 


THE  BICHEST  IN  CREAM 


THE  I.C.A.  BULLETIN. 


English  or  Swiss 

OR 


The  Co-operative  Union  has  become 
financially  responsible  for  the  English 
edition  of  the  “ International  Co-operative 
Bulletin,”  and,  commencing  with  the 
April  issue,  this  edition  will  be  published 
through  the  General  Publications  Depart- 
ment of  the  Co-operative  Union.  Similar 
obligations  with  regard  to  the  French  and 
German  editions  have  been  undertaken  by 
the  Unions  of  the  other  countries.  The 
“Bulletin”  served  as  an  indispensable 
link  between  the  co-operators  of  the  world 
dnrin^  tlie  w6V.  and  ft  is  no  less  useful  now 
that  the  world  is  struggling  painTully- 
towards  reconstruction.  We  hope  its  circu- 
lation will  be  considerably  increased  and 
that  orders  for  it  will  roll  in  to  the  Union. 


IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

I/et  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores.  ' 
NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


Febrcaby  18,  1922. 
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C.W.S.  BISCUIT  WORKS. 

AWARD  IN  THE  WAGES 

IDISPUTE. 

[From  the  Co-operative  Press  Agency.] 

An  alteration  of  wages  has  been  effected 
in  the  biscuit  works  of  the  C.W.S.  at 
Crumpsall  and  Cardiff.  Since  the  high 
war-time  rates  were  attained  there  had 
been  no  reduction,  in  these  workers’  scale 
of  pay,  and  the  C.W.S.  recently  asked  for 
a decrease  in  the  men’s  minimum  from  70s. 
to  47s.  per  week,  and  in  the  minimum  of 
the  women  workers  from  39s.  8d.  to  28s. 
per  week.  The  N.U.D.A.W.  declined  to 
accept  this  on  behalf  of  their  members,  and 
the  dispute  was  submitted  to  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co- 
operators. 

This  committee  met  on  February  8th, 
and  after  giving  full  consideration  to  the 
points  raised  by  the  representatives  in  the 
ease,  made  the  following  award: — 

Male  Kates.— Age  14,  wage  10s.;  15. 
19s.  8d.  ; 16,  24s.  4d.  ; 17,  28s  7d.  • 18 
32s.  7 d. ; 19,  36s.  9d. ; 20,  43s.  Over 
twenty-one  years  of  age  there  is  to  be  a 
reduction  of  15  per  cent,  on  present  rates, 
Pinking  the  minimum  59s.  6d. 

1' kmaee  Kates. — Age  14,  wage  l^s. ; 15, 
16s.  ; 16,  21s. ; 17,  26s.  j 18,  30s.  There  is 
to  be  a reduction  of.  10  per  cent,  on  present 
rates  of  females  over  eighteen  years  of  age, 
Junking  the  minimum  rate  3£s.  8d. 

Tlie  agreement  further  states  that  piece- 
work rates  are  tq  be  at  the  same  percentage 
m excess  of  day  rates  as  those  at  present 
paid.  The  award  is  to  come  into  operation 
on  the  first  full  pay-day  of  the  week  com- 
mencing February  13th. 

In  connection  with  this  dispute  it  has 
been  reported  in  the  press  that  the  co- 
operative movement  was  making  demand, 
tor  a rate  of  wages  which  is  lower  than 
the  trade  board  rates  set  up  by  the  Labour 
Ministry.  This  is  not  true,  and  we  can 
only  regret  that  information  of  this 
damaging  character  should  be  readily  sup- 
plied to  tlie  capitalist  press.  This ‘state- 
ment and  other  observations  about  tlie 
dispute  have  actually  appeared  in  news- 
papers days  after  a settlement  had  been 
made  and  tlie  terms  fully  agreed  upon.  It 
would  appear  that  the  object  of  the  infor- 
mant has  been  to  place  the  C.W.S.  in  the 
worst  possible  light. 

The  rates  agreed  to,  however,  still  re- 
Py®8®®*  a?  ™rease  iH  over  the  rates 

of  1914  of  100  per  cent,  at  14  years  of  age, 
J7  per  cent,  at  15,  103  per  cent,  at  16,  104 
per  cent  at.  17,  18,  and  19,  105  per  cent, 
at  20,  and  148  per  cent,  at  21  years  of  age. 
Many  of  the  workers,  of  course,  receive 
wages  in  excess  of  the  minimum  rate. 


MOTOR  CYCLE  DEVELOPMENTS. 

Considerable  extensions  are  beino  made 
at  the  cycle  irorks  of  the  C.W.S.  at  Tvselev 

?.rdl!r  ,to  the  demand 
for  Federation  cycles.  A considerable 
portion  of  the  factory  baa  been  transferred 
to  the  jewellery  section,  which  i,  now 
developing  tile  manufacture  of  gold  chains 
brooches  and  otl.er  articles  of  jewellery' 
the  rapid  advance  of  tflie  jewellery  works  lias 
fmS  v t<rf «thf  extension  of  the 

witlrtiSfei  well  able  to  deal 

fn  tins  connection  mention  mny  be  made 
of  tlie  Carrier  cycle,  wliioh  has  been  intro- 
duced for  distributive  societies  having 
bakery,  butchery,  and  grocery  department 

attuTiT  “"r  5 

nmcliine  fitted  witi, 

steel  tubing  is  of  a tliicker  gauge  mid  mi  l 
? ronger  t£m  in  the 

t at  it  is  well  adapted  to  (toe  rough  us,age 
that  such  ca mors  frequently  p>t  Down 
struts  are  fitted  frem  the  carried  to  the  front 
axle,  thus  taking  a great  strain  from  tlie  ton 

r ° Tle'  ' ,T1'U  il  no«7t 

whW?ii,mU°^®1tleS  1,1  a r«lm*.d  price 
tl  „ dt  attratt  society  to  become 

tlie  owner  of  a co-operative  Service  Carrier. 

For  the  1922  season  the  “ Federation  ’’ 
motor  cycle  ha.s  several  new  features  It 
"i  1 be  fitted  with  2|  h.p.  J.A.P.  engine  or 
with  a 2J  h.p.  Villiers.  The  catalogue  is 
now  in  active  prapa nation,  and  copies  will 
be  sent  to  individual  co-operators  \v ho  ai'e 
interested  in  obtaining  a machiue  that  has 

i f wd6f  a • rep}|lt^af ' ° 11 , in  tl,e  various 
ieliabi.it>  tests  in  winch  it  has  been  entered 
and  wlnoh,  from  the  view-point  of  price  will 
show  that,  co-operators  can  effect  economy 
along -with  efficiency.  J 

imP?rtai't  department  of  the  motor 
dev^'l' ?rkS  ?fc  Tytsele-7-  Birmingham,  is 
der  oted  to  motor  tyre®.  It  is  able  to  supply 
societies  having  commercial  vehicles  or  using 
motor  cars  in  their  business  with  all  make^ 
rityieS-  A spetMal  Price  Bst  .for  the 
nse  cf  traffie  manqgens  and  nil  those  co- 
tEST®  ma"^fers  "ho  are  responsible  for 
the  upkeep  of  their  motor  vehicles,  has  been 
Prepared,  and  tins  affords  useful  ihforma" 
^,OU!?  h?  °f  COnsider;,ble  advantage 
wBj&SvS  "'h0  h"Ve  10  Stud-T  unfnniiliarJ 

tlii hll,  'V°rks.  "*  Tj’Scloy  have  rapidly  got-to 
evt.i™  **  °f  th?‘r  output,  but  flic 

pnogreis  arc  s.,  well  for- 
t'lat.  delivenes  of  motor  cycles  evcles 
and  cyde  camera  will  be  modi  throughout 
■ the  saaxon  with  a promptitude  that  is 

Sin4^1'1185  to  cultivate  ilk 


THE  “NEWS”  EDITORSHIP. 

MR.  BAMFORD’S  SUCCESSOR  APPOINTED. 


Mr.  James  A. 
Flanagan,-  who  has 
been  acting-editor 
since  tlie  death  of 
Mr.  W.  M.  15am- 
ford-,  has  been 
appointed  editor-in- 
clixet  ol  the  National 
Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing {society's 
publications.  I ho 

“ call  ” came  to  Mr. 
Flanagan  on  Satur- 
day. at  a joint 
meeting  of  the 
English  and  Scot- 
tish boards  of  the 
Mr.  Jas.  A.  Flanagan  N.C.P.S.,  held  at 

(New  Editor-in-chief).  Carlisle,  and  his 
acceptance  1ms  not 
only  given  pleasure  to  the  directors,  but  to 
the  inside  and  outside  staff  as  well. 

Unanimous  Call. 

Mr.  Brownbill  (chairman  of  the  N.C.P.S.), 
who  presided  over  the  meeting  at  Carlisle 
on  Saturday,  said  it  was  his  pleasure,  and 
his  privilege  also,  to  convey  to  Mr. 
Flanagan  the  - offer  of  • appointment  as 
editor-in-chief  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society.  They  did  not  conceal 
from  themselves  the  fact  that  this  was  an 
important  step  they  were  taking.  They 
were  calling  him  to  a high  office  and  a high 
responsibility  ; indeed,  he  would  repeat  what 
he  had  already  said  to  the  committee : he 
believed  there  was  no  more  responsible  and 
no  more  important  office  within  the  c6m- 
mand  of  the  co-operators  of  this  land.  It 
was  an  old  saying,  that  the  pen  was 
mightier  than  the  sword,  and,  for  himself, 
lie  believed  that  was  never  more  true  than 
it  was  to-day.  Ho  was  glad  to  be  able  to 
say  that  the  invitation  to,  take  up  this  duty 
was  cordial,  unanimous,  and  most  enthu- 
siastic, and  by  reason  of  that  established 
the  fact  of  the  complete  confidence  of  the 
board  in  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Flanagan 
for  the  post.  (Applause.) 

“You  are  a young  man,”  continued  the 
Chairman,  addressing  Mr.  Flanagan,  “ full 
of  the  strength  and  vigour  of  manhood, 
and  we  believe  your  mental  equipment  is 
equal  to  your  physical  one.  In  your  work 
in  the  movement  you  have  a splendid  past- 
you  are  succeeding  a splendid  man,  and,  if 
you  will  undertake  those  duties  to  which 
we  are  calling  you,  we  hope  you  will  have 
health  and  vigour  for  many  years  worthily 
to  fulfil  all  the  duties  of  the  editor-in-chief 
of  the  society.  One  condition  we  desire  to 
make  clear,  and  that  is  that  we  will  held 
you  responsible  and  give  you  the  right  to 
exercise  the  fullest  control  in  the  depart- 
ments over  which  we  are  placing  you.  In 
the  name  of  the  Publishing  Society  I have 
great  pleasure  in  asking  you  to  accept  this 
office,  and  to  assure  you  it  will  he  a satis- 
faction to  us  if  your  reply  is  an  acceptance. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Flanagan's  Acceptance. 

Mr.  Flanagan,  who  was  warmly  received 
on  rising  to  reply,  said  there  were  times 
when  one  could  wish  to  keep  silent  and 
think  hard,  and  this  was  one  of  these 
times.  It  was,  however,  difficult  to  keep 
silent  after  a speech  such  as  that  tq  -which 
lie  had  just  listened,  or  to  keep  silent  in 


face  of  the  announcement  which  had  just 
been  made.  He  could  only  say  that  he  was 
extremely  grateful  to  the  members  of  the 
board  lor  the  “ call  ” they  had  given  him, 
and  would,  say  at  once  that  he  gladly  and 
readily  accepted  that  “ call.”  (Applause.) 
Whether  Ipe  did  so  cheerfully  he  was  not 
quite  so  ready  to  say.  because  be  recog- 
nised the  truth  of  what  had  been  said,  that 
there  was  no  more  responsible  office  to 
.which  a journalist  could  be  called  than  the 
one  to  which  they  had  that  day  called  him. 
It  was  not  with  them  as  with  other’  papers 
— they  were  not  out  simply  to  secure  sales 
for  the  sake  of  making  money,  but  for  the 
sake  of  keeping  eo-operators,  and,  in  a 
sense,  the  world  right.  That  was  an  ex- 
tremely responsible  position,  and  the  sense 
of  legitimate  pride  which  he  felt  was  dulled 
with  the  greater  sense  of  the  responsibility 
which  would  devolve  upon  him..  He  felt 
it  would  be  terrible  if  one  in-  charge  either 
through  foolish  impulse  or  negligence, 
should  do  anything  or  leave  undone  any- 
thing which  would  have  the  effect  of  mis- 
leading sthose  who  looked  to  the  co-opera- 
tive press  to  guide  them  aright. 

Concluding  his  remarks,  Mr.  Flanagan 
said  he  could  assure  them  that  recognising 
the  greatness  of  the  compliment  they  had 
paid  him,  and  the  gjreatnessi  of  the  respon- 
sibility laid  upon  him,  he  would  do  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  justify  his  appoint- 
ment. (Applause.) 

New  Editor's  Career, 

The  co-operative  press  “ signed  on  ” Mr. 
Flanagan  in  1905,  when  he  became  assis- 
tant editor  of  the  “ Scottish  Co-operator,” 
whose  editor  at  that  time  was  the  late  Dr. 
Henry  Dyer.  Prior  to  that  he  had  acquired 
journalistic  experience  first  as  a member 
of  the  football  and  sports  staff  of  the 
Glasgow  “ Evening  News,”  and  then  on 
the  reporting  staff  of  the  “ Glasgow 
Observer.” 

It  was  in  1908  that  the  new  editor-in- 
chief  became  connected  with  the  “Co- 
operative News  ” as  its  Scottish  represen- 
tative. Eight  years  later  he  took  on  the 
responsible  duties  of  Special  Commissioner 
and  leader  writer.  In  1918  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  head  office  in  Manchester  as 
assistant  editor. 

Mr.  Flanagan  has  devoted  a considerable 
amount  of  his  leisure  to  writing  books  of 
a co-operative  and  historical  character,  and 
amongst  those  which  readily  come  to  mind 
are  “ Wholesale  Co-operation  in  Scotland  ” 
(history  of  the  S. C.W.S.)  and  “ Memoirs 
of  a Century  ” (history  of  the  Lennoxtown 
Society),  ami  “ Co-operation  in  Lanark.” 

The  new  editor-in-chief  is  well  known  in 
journalistic  circles  all  over  the  country. 
At  one  time  he  was  on  the  national  execu- 
tive of  the  National  Union  of  Journalists, 
and.  has  frequently  been  a delegate  to  the 
annual  conference  of  the  Union.  He  has 
done  a good  deal  of  electioneering,  both  on 
the  platform  and  on  the  doorstep,  for  co- 
operative candidates  for  Parliament  and 
local  bodies,  and  he  himself  fought  twice 
as  a candidate  for  the  Glasgow  City  Council 
with  co-operative  and  Labour  support.  His 
co-operative  friends,  it  may  be  added,  are 
not  confined  to  the  kingdom,  for  he  is 
well  known  to  many  in  most  European 
countries. 


MILLGATE  MONTHLY/’ 


INTERNATIONAL  APPRECIATION. 

Heeu  G.  J.  D.  C.  Gobdhart,  the  president 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance — 
■which  .represents  42,000,000  co-operators  in 
all  countries  in  “ Het  Coopelatieve 
Nieuws,”  the  official  organ  of  the  Dutch 
movement — which  he  edits — quotes  from  the 
“ Millgate  Montldy,”  in  which,  he  says, 
“ we  find,  every  time,  new  information 
about  the  cc-operative  movement  and  its 
leaders  in  the  middle  of  other  interesting 
matter  so  that  unconsciously  one  takes  into 
one’s  inner  self  the  best  of  reading  and 
writing.” 

The  “ Almanacca  dei  Cooperatori,”  the 
splendid  illustrated  annual  of  the  Italian 
National  League  of  Co-operatives  for  1922, 
reprints  three  short  stories  illustrating  the 
evolution  of  co-operation  from  the  “ Millgate 
Monthly,”  which  is  described  as  “ the  well- 
known  English  review  which  has  nothing  to 
suffer  by  comparison  with  the  best  publica- 
tions of  the  world.” 

Dr.  Julius  Wilhelm,  in  “Dor  Froie 
Genossenschafter,”  the  official  organ  of  the 
Austrian  Co-operative  Union,  and  Wholesale, 
writing  on  the  English  C'o-operative  Move- 
ment and  its  publications,  has  the  follow- 
ing:— "The  regard  for  the  intellectual 
strength  and  the  capacity  of  opponents  1>  a 
natural  qualification  of  the  English  depart- 
mental press.  And  of  this  masterly  feature 
we  can  learn  much  from  the  English. 
..  , . Such  is  the  ‘ Millgate  Monthly,'  a 

magazine  of  progress— a good  illustrated 
booklet,  full  of  substance,  presented  in  an 
interesting  manner,  and  bringing  together 
serious  and  humorous,  national  and  inter- 
national, in  right<  mixture,  and  using  it  as 
a means  of  instruction.” 

Orders  should  now  be  sent  :n  for  tlie  new 
volume,  commencing  April,  whan  there  will 
be  a bright  new  cover  and  other  improve- 
ments. It  is  the  cheapest  sixpenny  worth  in 
tlie  world. 


The  Wholesale  Society  has  given  up  the 
dairy  established  at  Holden  near  Clitheroe, 
and  the  building  has  been  rented  from 
them  by  the  Slaidburn  hud'  District  Co- 
operative Society,  which  is  composed  chiefly 
of  farmers. 


By 

Appointment 


to 

H.M . the  King. 


When  you  order 

Evaporated  Milk 

demand 

EVERYDAY 

-the  FULL  CREAM  sort 
packed  by  NESTLE’S, 
which  is  much  cheaper 
and  safer  than  ordinary  milk. 

Resolutely  refuse  just- as -goods 
— there  are  none,  whatever  their 
price. 

Sold  at  all  Co  operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S, 

6 8,  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 


SECTIONAL  POLITICAL 
CONFERENCES. 

MR-  WATERSON’S  WORTH. 

Miss  Enfield,  who  was  recently  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  the  Women's  Guild, 
presided  over  a conference  convened  by  the 
Co-operative  Party  and  Sectional  lion'rd  in 
London  on  Saturday.  She  stated  that 
capitalists  were  abusing  the  political 
machine,  and  that  it  behoved  co-operators 
to  take  steps  to  protect  themselves.  Mr. 
A.  Barnes  (Co-operative  Party  executive) 
was  the  chief  speaker.  He  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  tlie  movement  controlled 
£100,000,000  capital,  and  that  its  trade 
last  year  was  £300,000,000;  Could  anyone 
imagine  any  business  organisation  or  group 
of  businesses  representing  that  capital  and 
amount  of  trade  being  unrepresented  in 
the  House  of  Commons? 

Mr.  E.  Whiteley  (executive  committee) 
gave  the  address  at  a similar  conference  in 
Leeds,  and  stated  that  Mr.  Waterson’s 
influence  in  the  House  of  Commons  had 
been  worth  all  the  trouble  and  all  the  ex- 
penditure the  movement  load  been  put  to 
since  it  decided  to  go  in  for  politics.  Mr. 

F.  Denman  (C.W.S.  director)  presided. 

Mr.  F.  Hayward  (Sectional  Board)  pre- 
sided at  a further  conference  held  in  Man- 
chester, when  the  chief  speaker  was  Mr. 

G.  Goodenough  (member  of  tlie  Co-opera- 
tive Party  executive).  Air.  Goodenougli 
spoke  against  affiliation  with  tlie  Labour 
Party,  as  he  desired  co-operators  to 
keep  a separate  identity,1  and  to  send  to 
Parliament  men  who  understood  the  spirit 
and  'mechanism  of  the  movement. 


TO  CO-OPERATIVE  RUSSIA. 

The  arrangements  for  the  co-operative 
deputation  to  Russia,  instituted  by  the  In- 
ternational Co-operative  Alliance,  are  now 
completed.  The  party  will  leave  London  on 
Wednesday  next,  en  routed  for  Moscow  via 
Berlin.  The  delegation  is  comprised  as 
mentioned  in  our  International  Columns, 
and  will  be  accompanied  by  Mr.  Khintchuk 
(president)  and  Air.  Kantor  (direotor),  of 
the  Centrosoyus,  who  are  making  arrange- 
ments for  the  reception  of  tlie  delegates  in 
Russia.  It  is  hoped  that  Herr  H.  Ivauf- 
mann  (Germany),  M.  Victor  Serwy  (Bel- 
gium), and  Herr  Emil  Lustig  (Czecho- 
slovakia) will  accompany  tlie  deputation, 
but  at  present  they  have  not  been  able  to 
complete  their  arrangements. 

Great  expectations  accompany  the  depu- 
tation, both  as  to  first-hand  information  as 
to  conditions  in  Russia  and  possibilities  of 
international  trading.  - 

The  deputation  leaves  Berlin  on  the  25th 
inst.,  and  is  due  at  Riga  on  the  27th;  and 
they  hope  to  reach  Moscow  by  Alarch  1st  or 
2nd.  Tliey  will  be  absent  aliout  a month. 
The  visitors  will  have  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing Russia  in  winter  garb,  and  to  view  its 
severe  aspects  of  weather  and  famine. 


CLAYTON  AND 

CAMBERWELL. 

PROGRESS  OR  REACTION? 


Thf.  executive  of  the  Co-operative  Party 
have  issued  an  appeal  to  co-operators  in 
the  Clayton  Division  to  ^support  Air.  J.  E. 
Sutton  in  the  election  which  is  to  be 
decided  on  Saturday. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  account  for  their 
recommendation  had  they  done  anything 
else.  Mr.  W.  H.  Flanagan,  the  Conserva- 
tive candidate,  is  pledged  to  follow  his 
leaders,  who  have  already  had  the  dis- 
tinction of  imposing  Corporation  Profits 
Tax  on  co-operative  funds,  which  they  are 
bound  to  recognise  are  not  profits ; they 
are  pledged  to  maintain  the  embargo  on 
Canadian  Cattle,  which  is  keeping  short 
the  supplv,  and  keeping  up  the  price,  of 
beef  supplies. 

On  these  two  counts  alone,  co-operators 
would  >be  entitled  to  give  their  support  to 
any  candidate  who  took  the  other  view. 
In  Air.  J.  E.  Sutton,  however,  they  have 
a candidate  pledged  to  the  co-operative  pro- 
gramme. He  not  only  advocates  the  co- 
operative programme  in  general,  but  ho 
i.s  a co-operator — a life-long  member  of  the 
Manchester  and  Salford  Society.  His  work 
on  the  Alanchester  City  Council, , of  which, 
he  was  a member  for  sixteen  years,  stands 
to  his  credit  still.  He  carries  the  standard 
of  Labour,  and  is  not  a co-opera ti '-c  • nmli- 
date  in  the  official  sense;  but  liL  ^crUon 
will  give  co-operators  another  ALP.  who 
understands  the  co-opefati'e  poi  » cw. 

A good  many  co-operative  speakers  and 
workers  have  rallied  to  his  help. 

In  Camberwell  much  the  same  conditions 
prevail.  Air.  Ammon,  the  Labour  candi- 
date, is  well  known  to  London  co-operators, 
and  lie  is  fighting  on  a programme  with 
which  they  will  find  themselves  in  accord. 

We  must  vhave  co-operation  carried  on 
free  of  penalties  imposed  by  our  competi- 
tors in  trade ; we  must  remove  every 
obstacle  to  co-operative  development ; and 
when  there  are  such  issues  as  the  people’s 
food  and  the  people’s  education  in  tho 
balance,' co-operators  should  have  no  doubt 
as  to  how  their  votes  should  be  cast.  On 
the- Canadian  Cattle  question,  the -attitude 
of  . the  Government  is  declared.  8o,  too,  is 
tho  co-operatire  attitud®. 
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VITAL  NECESSITY. 

REPRESENTATION  OF  WORKING-CLASS  INTERESTS  IN  THE 
HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

■ POSITION  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 

BY  OUR  OWN  REPORTER. 


IN  TIME  OF  NEED. 


WORK  OF  THE  CONVALESCENT  FUND. 


MR.  H.  J.  MAY  S RETIREMENT. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Southern 
Co-operative  Convalescent  Fund  was  held 
lit  Lemau-street  on  Saturday,  when  Mr.  H. 
J.  Mnv  presided,  and  was  supported  by 
Mrs.  Boss,  and  Messrs.  Barton,  Taylor, 
Threadgill,  Todd,  and  Turnbull,  and  the 
Secretary  (Miss  C.  Webb). 

In  his  opening  remarks  the  Chairman 
Veferred  in  feeling  terms  to  the  recent  loss 
sustained  by  the  committee  in  the  death 
of  the  late  J'\  J.  Frankling,  and  the  meet- 
ing endorsed  his  remarks  by  a silent  vote 
of  respect.  ' 

It  was  also  noted  with  regret  that  Mr. 
H.  Haniblett  had  been  absent  from  com- 
mittee meetings  for  some  time  owing  to 
the  effects  of  a serious  accident  sustained 
while  at  work. 

Satisfactory  Work. 

In  speaking  of  the  work  of  the  year.  Mr. 
May  drew  attention  to  the  report  and 
.statement  of  accounts,  which  revealed  a 
condition  of  things  not  unexpected,  and 
jiot  a cause  for  alarm,  but  rather  a cause 
ior  satisfaction  that  the  Fund  has  been 
able  to  continue,  and  to  increase  in  a diffi- 
cult year  the  benefits  which  have  been  so 
greatly  appreciated  by  its  subscribers  at 
nil  times.  Although  the  .subscriptions  and 
donations  liave  increased  by  £173  11s.  7d., 
and  the  contributions  from  convalescents 
June  increased  by  £55  16s.  6d.,  the  total 
expenditure  during  the  year  has  exceeded 
the  income  by  £700.  This  the  committee 
have  met  by  the  withdrawal  of  £529  2s.  3d. 
from  deposit  account,  and  by  an  overdraft 
on. current  bank  account. 

The  applications  dealt  with  during  the 
year  numbered  703,  but  cf  these  45  were 
iiot  concluded  for  various  reasons,  leaving 
ii.  net  total  of  658  cases,  of  which  557 
received  convalescent  benefit  and  101  grants 
in  aid  of  surgical  or  dental  benefits.  These 
figures  show  an  increase  of  111  convales- 
cent, and  31  surgical  aid  and  dental  benefits 
over  1920.  The  total  net  giants  made 
amounted  to  £2.162,  an  increase  over  last 
year  of  £237  2s.  3d.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
report  a decrease  in  the  cost  per  case  in 
all  three  divisions  of  cases.  The  Fund’s 
shelters  have  again  been  of  great  benefit 
.to  members. 

A useful  discussion  took  place  upon  the 
subscription  list  and  the  value  of  pooling 
'the  efforts  if  or  convalescent  benefits  within 
the  movement.  Suggestions  were  made 
for  -increasing  the  support  given  to  the 
Fund,  and  many  expressions  of  satisfaction 
.were  .made  as  to  the  valuable  work  it  was 
doing. 

A Valedictory  Message. 

In.  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr. 
Newman  (auditor  and  scrutineer)  the 
Chairman  announced  the  result  of  the 
.election,  and  at  the  same  time  announced 
that  owing  to  the  increasing  .calls  upon  his 
time,  and  his  frequent  absence  from 
England  upon  the  business  of  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance,  he  had  re- 
luctantly felt  compelled  to  withdraw  his 
candidature  for  the  • committee.  - As  one^  of 
the  three  .persons1  appointed  by  the  Sec- 
tional Board  to  set  the  Fund  going,  he 
looked  back  upon  the  work  of  the  past 
seventeen  years  -with  -considerable  pride. 
TJie  work  of  the  Fund  had  had  his  warmest 
interest  throughout  -the  years,  and  lie 
looked  upon  it  as  embodying  one  of  the 
finest  examples  of  the  cooperative  spirit 
in  the  movement;  He  would  watch  its 
extension  with  unabated  interest  in  the 
future. 

Mr.  Hainsworbli  (Royal  Annual)  ex- 
pressed the  regrgt'  of  the  meeting  at  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  May,  and  Mr.  Turnbull 
(l)artford)  seconded  a hearty  vote  of  thanks, 
supported  by  Mr.  Threadgill  (C.W.S.). 
Their  chairman  had  been  both  sympathetic 
and  critical,  wise,  and  helpful,  and  they 
would  miss  his  services. 

In  announcing  the  election  of  Mr.  Ross 
(Royal  Arsenal).  Mr.  Barton  (Luton),  Mr. 
Hamblett  (Windsor),  Mr.  King  (Oxford). 
Mr.  Taylor,  J.P.  (New  Swindon),  Mr.  Todd 
(London),  Mr.  Turnbull  (Daftford),  all  re- 
tiring members  of  tlie  committee,  with  Mr. 
Gore  (South  Suburban)  and' Mr.  Wilkinson 
(Brighton)  as  the  two  new  members  of  the 
•committee,  the  Chairman  said,  that  the 
committee  regretted  to  learn  that  methods 
of  canvassing  had  been  used  in  connection 
with  the  election,  which  could  not  be  too 
strongly  deprecated.  The  suggestion  of 
bartering  votes  was  in  every  sense  repre- 
hensible and  unworthy  of  co-operative 
practice/' 

Mr.  A.  E.  Newman  was  unanimously 
elected  auditor  and  scrutineer  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

POLITICS  NO  DETRIMENT. 


A joint  meeting  was  held  last  week  of  the 
High  gate  Political  Council  of  the  London 
Co-operative  .Society  and  the  North  Isling- 
ton Labour  Party  m support  of  the  candi- 
dature of  Mrs.  Miall  Smith  and  Mr.  Robert 
M'Kenna  for  the  L.C.C. 

Addresses  in  support  of  the  candidates 
were  given.  Mr.  A.  Lockwood  (secretary  to 
the  political  section  of  the  London  Society) 
effectively  disposed  of  the  allegation  that 
politics  had  interfered  with  the  development 
of  the  London  Society. 


The  London  Society's  new  branch  at  Rom- 
ford will  be  formally  opened  bn  March  l6t. 


Although  there  was  some  difference  of  " 
opinion  as  to  detail  in  the  discussion  at  the 
joint  conference  on  Saturday  at  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Hall,  Leman-street,  there  was 
unanimity  in  the  appreciation  of  Mr.  A. 
Barnes’  capable  presentment  of  the  case  for 
political  action.  Mr.  Barnes  spoke  with  the 
inner  knowledge  of  a member  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party’s  executive,  and  with  the  enthu- 
siasm of  a co-operative  Parliamentary 
candidate. 

A Testing  Time. 

Miss  Enfield  (the  new  secretary  of  the 
Women’s  Guild),  who  presided,  considered 
that  it  was  very  valuable  that  just  at  that 
moment  these  conferences  should  be  hold  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  because  they 
must  realise  that  however  the  Prime  Minister 
juggled  with  dates  as  to  a possible  general 
election  the  days  of  the  Government  were 
numbered,  and  very  soon  they  would  be  called 
upon  to  test  their  political  strength.  It  was 
essential  that  they  should  have  a perfectly 
clear  and  definite  understanding  as  to  wliat 
the  Co-operative  Party  stood  for ; what  it 
had  clone  ; and  what  it  intended  to  do.  “ I 
think  that  the  experience  of  out  movement 
during  the  last  few  years,"  Miss  Enfield  con- 
tinued, “ has  convinced  us  that  whatever 
view  \ve  take  as  to  the  wisdom  or  unwisdom 
of  political  action  the  power  of  capitalism 
has  got,  in  some  way  or  other,  to  be  resisted. 
We  have  to  defend  ourselves  and  the  abuse 
of  the  political  machine  by  capitalists." 
(Applause.)  Referring  to  what  had  been 
done  in  other  countries.  Miss  Enfield  said  it 
was  a complete  revelation  to  her  to  see  the 
possibilities  of  development  and  progress 
which  had  been  opened  up  to  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  in  Austria,  where  almost 
every  great  reconstructive  effort  was  brought 
about  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Mark  Clear  (chairman  of  the  sectional 
board)  cordially  welcomed  the  delegates  on 
behalf  of  the  board. 

Reviewing  t*he  Past. 

Mr.  A.  Barnep  then  amplified  the  main 
points  contained  in  the  paper,  which  has  been 
written  by  Messrs.  Watkins  and  Perry  on 
behalf  of  the  Co-operative  Party.  He  briefly 
outlined  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  entry  into  politics  of  the  co-operative 
movement.  A majority  of  societies  had 
become  affiliated  to  the  Co-operative  Party. 
In  many  instances  the  affiliation  was  purely 
nominal ; it  represented  no  conviction  or 
virility  behind  it.  Societies  paid  annually 
to  the  central  fund,  and  that  was  the  end  of„ 
it.  He  was  not  despondent,  but  on  the 
other  hand  was  pleased  with  the  progress 
made,  1 

He  contended  that  considering  the  short 
time  the  Co-operative  Party  had  been  in 
existence  there  was  now  a potential 
political  organisation  no  other  party  in  the 
country  could  equal. 

Under  the  present  system  of  society,  he 
argued,  they  could  not  get  any  political  pro- 
gramme enforced  except  through  the  party 
machinery.  It  was  necessary  first  to  con- 
solidate and  crystallise  opinion,  and  this 
meant  the  necessity  of  party.  The  develop- 
ment of  polities  in  the  movement  had  been 
the  result  of  steady  and  continuous  growth. 
Mr.  Barnes  quoted  an  extract  from  a paper 
written  in  1905  by  the  late  Mr.  Twcddell  (a 
former  chairman  of  the  C.W.S. ),  advocating 
political  action. 

Powerful  In  forests  in  Parliament. 

The  co-operative  movement,  Mr.  - Barnes 
proceeded,  controlled  -£100.000,000  capital, 
and  its  trade  last  year  reached  £300,000,000. 
Could  anyone  imagine  any  -business  organisa- 
tion or  group  of  businesses  representing  that 
capital  and  amount  of  trade  being  unrepre- 
sented in  the  House  of  Commons  ? In  the 
House  of  Commons  the  Federation  of  British 
Industries  had  150  members  looking  after 
their  interests.  In  addition,  there  were  115 
interested  in  land-owning ; the  insurance 
offices  had  sixtv-nine  representatives ; the 
iron  and  steel  trades,  ten ; banks,  twenty- 
eight  ; brewers,  ten  ; - lawyers,  ten  ; railways, 
fifteen  ; coal  and  iron  industries,  ten  ; ship- 
ping, twelve;  naval  and  military,  sixty- 
two;  qo-operators,  one;  trade  union  and 
I Labour  Party,  sixty-nine. , All  these  interests 


had  been  responsible  in  bringing  about 
during.the  last  two  or  three  years,  an  unpre- 
cedented condition  as  far  as  the  workers  were 
concerned. 

Support  frem  the  Labour  Party. 

If  they  compared  the  co-operative  with  the 
trade  unions  and  Labour  Party’s  position, 
he  thought  it  was  time  co-operators  bore 
their  fair  share  as  far  as  the  workers  were 
concerned.  When  the  questions  arose  of 
fighting  the  excess  profits  tax,  income  tax. 
and  the  corporation  profits  tax,  it  was  the 
Labour  Party  to  whom  the  co-operative 
movement  went,  and  from  them  they  received 
unanimous  support  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Was  it  fair  that  the  co-operative  movement, 
which  was  a more  wealthy  section  than  the 
trade  union  movement,  should  be  put  in  the 
undignified  position  of  always  appealing  to 
the  Labour  Party  to  defend  their  interests 
in  the  House  of  Commons  ? (Applause.) 
It  had  been  the  trade  union  funds  which  had 
built  up  the  Labour  Party,  and  in  the  main, 
the  trade  union  views  were  the  interests  of 
producers. 

It  wrs  very  necessary  and  vital  for  a 
proper  balanced  view-point  that  in  the 
House  of  Commons  there  should  be  direct 
representation  of  the  interests  of  the 
workers  as  consumers  as  well  as  the 
interests  of  the  workers  as  producers. 
(Applause). 

Mr.  Barnes  showed  that  as  a result  of 
co-operators  taking  an  active  part  in  muni- 
cipal work,  societies  were  obtaining  contracts 
with  local  authorities.  During  four  months 
the  London  Society’s  trade  with  local  autho- 
rities amounted  to  oveo  £4,000.  Mr.  Barnes 
submitted  further  facts  and  arguments  to 
justify  the  entry  of  co-operators  into  politics. 
At  the  close  a number  of  questions  were  put 
and  answered. 

Mr.  Greening  Unconvinced. 

Mr.  E.  O.  Greening  opened  the  discussion, 
and  stated  his  belief  that  the  wrong  step  was 
taken  at  the  Swansea  Congress.  There. were 
two  alternative  ways  in  which  the  movement 
could  have  acted  in  defence  of  its  position. 
He  still  supported  the  method  proposed  by 
Mr.  Aneurin  Williams,  for  it  was  one  which 
had  proved  best  for  the  movement.  They 
should  liave  formed  a group  of  men  of  all 
parties  in  the  House  of  Commons  willing  to 
support  the  co-operative  movement  in  its 
rights  and  fair  privileges.  The  only  case  in 
which  they  had  a majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons  against  the  Government  was  on 
these  lines.  When  the  corporation  profits 
tax  was  before  the  House  last  year  the  pro- 
posal for  exemption  was  not  made  by  the 
Co-operative  Party  but  by  Mr.  Kidd,  a Scottish 
Conservative ; and"  its  Thief  supporter  was 
Mr.  Asquith.  The  niajbrity  was  made  up  of 
Independent  Liberals,  Coalitionists,  and  Labour 
members.  There  were  fifty  Labour  members 
and  one  co-operator  who  voted  for  Mr.  Kidd’s 
proposal.  Had  the  movement  relied  on  the 
Labour  vote  alone  the  proposal  would  not 
have  been  carried.  He  denied  the  assertion 
that  because  he  was  a Liberal  lie  could  not 
be  a good  co-operator. 

Since  the  Swansea  resolution  was  passed 
(he  proceeded)  a new  danger  had  been  brought 
into  the  movement  by  electing  men  to  the 
committees  not  according  to  their  merit  but 
according  to  their  polities.  In  Mr.  Barnes’ 
own  society  there  had  been  four  revolutions 
on  the  committee  since  the  resolution  was 
passed.  (Laughter.)  At  the  present  time 
there  was  a mixed  body — a coalition. 
(Laughter.)  1 Did  the  private  trading  interests 
follow  this  policy  ? They  did  not  return  a 
banking  party,  but  the  members  interested 
in  banking  formed  a group  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  agriculturists  did  the  Same. 
The  moment  we  introduced  party  politics 
we  divided  our  friends  and  multiplied  our 
enemies.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  George  Alcock,  another  veteran  worker, 
stated  that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Co-operative  Party  which  came 
into  existenco  in  a moment  of  passion.  He 
pointed  out  that  one  of  the  items  in  the  Co- 
operative Party's  programme  had  been  lifted 
from  the  old  S.D.F.  programme.  The  diffi- 

Continued  in  next  column. 


PROGRESS  UNCHECKED. 

COLCHESTER  PUSHES  AHEAD 

Colchester,  which  claims  to  be  the  oldesf 
town  in  Great  Britain,  is  fairly  up-to-date 
cooperatively.  Things  are  moving  in  this 
corner  of  East  Anglia.  In  spite  of  the 
general  depression  caused  by  unemployment, 
falling  prices,  &c.,  the  sales  are  being  well 
maintained.  The  bulk  output  exceeds  all 
previous  records,  and  t|ie  dividend  of  Is.  2d. 
paid  during  the  past  four  years  is  still 
being  maintained. 

On  Tuesday  of  last  week,  two  ciiiemn- 
cor.cert  lectures  were  held  in  the' society’s 
Assembly  Hall.  Mr.  B.  Williams  (C.W.S:) 
spoke  to  about  800  persons  on  tlie  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  by  production  for  use 
and  not  for  profit,  and  it  was  felt  that  an. 
added  stimulus  had  been  given  to  the  busi- 
ness.* It  was  stated  at  the  outset  that  dur- 
ing the  past  year  £47,710  had  been  invested 
by  the  local  society  with  the  C.W.S.,  bring- 
ing the  total  investments  in  shares,  loans, 
and  bonds  to  £153.000.  representing  three 
fifths  of  the  entire  capital  of  the  society 
The  sales,  as  shown  by  the  annual  return, 
were  £460.000,  and  amount  of  dividend  paid 
out  and  transferred  £28.000. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

culty  he  felt  as  a co-operator  and  Labour 
man,  u»s  that  he  could  not.  divide  himself. 

Mr.  Alexander's  Explanation. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee)  stated  that  he 
desired  to  challenge  some  of  the  statements 
Mr. , Greening  had  made  respecting  the  cor- 
poration profits  tax.  It  was  quite  right  that 
there  were  something  over  fifty  Liberals 
who  voted  in  favour  of  Mr.  Kidd’s  amend- 
ment. Mr.  Asquith’s  able  advocacy  lasted 
about  ten  minutes,  and  seventeen  “ Wee 
Frees  ” voted  for  the  amendment.  The  other 
Liberals  were  from  the  Coalition  side.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  were  more  Coalition 
Unionists  than  Liberals  who  voted.  Tin- 
Labour  Party  polled  a total  of  70  per  cent, 
of  their  number ; whilst  the  other  parties 
polled  less  than  20  per  cent,  for  the  co-opera- 
tive societies.  Co-operation  was  something 
.more  than  parties.  They  desired  to  go  forward 
to  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth,  having 
in  their  minds  thq  original  programme  of  tin- 
pioneers,  who  desired  to  obtain  a control  of 
government.  Unless  they  were  going  to 
adopt  that  point  of  view  they  were  going  to 
fall  short  of  the  mark.  He  mentioned  that 
a deputation  was  to  attend  at  10,  Downing- 
street  from  the  Associated  Chambers  of 
Commerce  and  the  Federation  of  British 
Industries,  urging  that  ffo-operative  societies 
should  be  mulcted  in  increased  taxation. 
It  ‘must  not  be  forgotten  that  societies  were 
still  subject  to  the  corporation  profits  tax. 
The  exemption  only  applied  to  a portion  of 
the  tax. 

Mrs.  Palmer  (Southampton)  said  she  dis- 
agreed whole-heartedly  with  the  attitude  of 
Mr.  Greening,  although  she  desired  to  pay  a 
tribute  of  respect  to  him  for  his  having  held 
his  viewsjjso  tenaciously.  As  regards  the 
corporation  profits  tax,  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  were  such  a grave  injustice  that 
it  was  bound  to  appeal  to  anybody  with 
honesty,  and  this  was  why  it  carried  the  votes 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  They  frequently 
found  people  better  thaii  their  creed.  Re- 
ferring to  the  grouping  of  parties  in  Parlia- 
ment, Mrs.  Palmer  remarked,'  " You  cannot 
expect  that  you  will  get  a reflex  of  the  working 
classes  in  either  the  Liberal  or  the  Conservative 
Parties."  (Applause.) 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  Messrs. 
Warren  (Grays),  Hobson  (Poitsea  Island)* 
the  delegates  from  the  South  Suburban 
Society,  and  the  Walthamstow  Women  s 
Guild,  and  others.  Mr.  Barnes  fully  dealt 
with  the  main  points  raised. 

Mr.  S.  Rees  (Co-operative  Party  organiser) 
appealed  for  an  increased  activity  amongst 
the  societies  in  organising  the  co-operativo 
vote. 

Personality  i.i  the  Movement. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Worley  (Co-operative  Productive 
Federation),  in  proposing  a vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Barnes,  said  he  had  never  before  heard 
the  Co-operative  Party  case  put  with  such 
force  and  sequence.  In  that  week’s  “ Scottish 
Co-operator,”  Professor  Totomianz  (Professor 
of  Co-operation  at. the  Prague  University),  had 
written  an  article  in  which  he  expressed  a 
fear  that  there  was  a danger  of  co-operator4 
not  giving  sufficient  attention  to  personality 
in  the  movement.  Jf  Mr.  Barnes  was  a sample 
of  the  type  of  the  young  school  of  co-operator, 
they  had  nothing  to  fear  in  the  matter  of 
personality  among  their  rising  men.  (-^P 
plausc.)  . 

Mr.  Greening  seconded,  and  the  prop#8 
was  carried  amidst  applause. 

Miss  Enfield  was  thanked  tor 
on  the  proposal  of  Mr.  J.  Dickinson  (CenR 
Board). 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


The  first  instalment  of 
this  gripping  Story 
appeared  on  Feb.  4th. 
You  can  begin  reading 
now. 


P t~j>$  . c-x-Q  ■ - r»-r— i-5  ■*"*“*'  □ 

SYNOPSIS  OF  CHAPTERS  1 AND  II.  I 


The  Earl  of  lllingwater,  a childless 
widower,  married  a 1 Fronch-Canadian 
widow  with  a charming  daughter,  Naomi. 
The  union  proved  childless,  like  the  first, 
and  the  second  Lady  lllingwater  died,  leav- 
ing the  Earl  to  take  care  of  Naomi. 

Horace  Despard,  the  only  son  of  Lord 
lllmgwater's  scapegrace  brother,  adopted 
by  the  Earl  as  the  heir-presumptive  to  the 
title  and  the  estate,  falls  in  love  with  the 
vivacious  and  amiable  Naomi,  greatly  to 
the  distress  of  the  Earl,  who,  remembering 
that  Naomi's  father,  a ne’er-do-well,  had 
been  killed  in- a scrap  in  the  Wild  West, 
and  that  Naomi's  mother  had  played  upon 
him  to  some  extent,  disapproves  of  love- 
making  between  Horace  and  Naomi. 

Naomi  Leferier,  the  Earl's  step-daughter, 
is  a bewitching,  olive-skinned  little  heart- 
teaser  who  dotes  on  Horace  as  he  dotes  on 
her. 

Muriel  Attercliffe,  a cold-hearted  sort  of 
beauty,  has  wealth  sufficient  to  maintain 
the  old-time  dignity  of  Ivy  Towers. 

Aubrey  Attercliffe,  Muriel's  brother,  is 
•quite  agreeable  to  his  sister  being  engaged 
to  Lord  lllmgwater’s  heir,  and  has  virtually 
settled  it  with  the  Earl. 

The  Earl  bluntly  decrees  that  Horace  must 
marry  Muriel  Attercliffe.  He  cannot  disin- 
herit Horace  by  will,  but  he  threatens  to 
marry  again  if  Horace  persists  in  his  love 
for  Naomi,  and  so  jeopardise  Horace's 
chance  of  succession.  Horace  and  Naomi 
are  undismayed  by  the  Earl's  threat,  and 
after  planning  to  find  a husband  for  Naomi's 
cousin,  Stella  Hazlethorpe,  who  is  on  her 
way  from  America  to  visit  Naomi  and  the 
Earl,  the  sweethearts  are  consoling  them- 
selves as  sweethearts  will  when  a sinister 
figure  intrudes  upon  them. 

The  intruder,  apparently  one  of  the 
scourings  of  America,  becomes  insolont  End 
provokes  Horace  into  an  attempt  to  run  him 
out  of  the  grounds.  In  the  course  of  a 
scuffle,  Naomi  also  attacks  the  stranger  liko 
a little  wild  cat,  and  ifr  leaks  out  that  the 
intruder  is  the  man  who  killed  her  father  in 
Dakota.  The  stranger  makes  off;  but  on 
the  high  road  he  is  almost  ridden  down  by 
Muriel  Attercliffe,  to  whom  he  is  excessively 
rude;  and  the  angry  encounter  is  only  ter- 
minated by  the  arrival  of  Aubrey.  The  man 
betrays  signs  of  mischievous  intent;  but 
brother  and  sister  soon  forget  him  for  the 
time  being,  and  Muriel  confesses  a resolve 
to  marry  Horace  Despard  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  he  disliked  her. 

Chapter  III. — Syren  and  Saint. 
Feeling  somewhat  pained,,,  as  Wyejl  as 
vaguely  uneasy,  at  the  avoids  and  manner 
of  Muriel,  Aubrey  lapsed . into  silence  for 
the  remainder  of  the  ride,  keeping  a yard 
or  so  in  the  rear  as  they  went  forward 
-almost  at  a gallop,  for  the  girl  seemed  to 
he  in  a sort  of  defiant  humour,  and  in  no 
niOod  for  a hum-drum  trot. 

In  less  than  half-an-hour  they  reached 
Attercliffe  Hull,  a fine  modern  mansion  in 
yellow  stone  and  red  brick,  which  stood  on 
the  summit  of  a hill,  and  was  surrounded 
hy  beautifully  wooded  grounds,  extensive 
onoiigh  to  be  called  a park. 

The  two  cantered  up  the  main  avenue 
a'id  stopped  in  front  of  the  grand  porch, 
"here  they  dismounted,  apd,  consigned 
%ir  horses  to  a waiting  groom. 

- 'The  vicar  lias  just  called,  sir,”  said  the 
iv cried  servant,  as  he  held  open  one  of  the 
"g  glass-panelled  doors  for  them  to  pass  into 
fhe  spacious  and  finely-designed  hall. 
Aubrey  turned  to  Muriel. 

1 wish  yoii  would  entertain  Carshalton 
" die  I write  a couple  of  letters  which 
Wust  catch  the  five  o'clock  post.”  • 

Hie  girl  nodded,  and  turned  to  the  foot- 
bian  ; "Where  is  Mr.  Carshalton?” 

Iu  the  library,  madam.” 

Tell  him  I will  be  with  him  in  a few 
Minutes.” 

Aubrey  wput  at  Qnce  to  his  study,  and 
6 m ascended  to  hex  owu  room*,  coming 
*en  m‘ni,f?8  later  arrayed  in  an 
e Jbornte  afternoon  gown,  which  set  off  her 
. SP  eudid  blonde  beauty  to  the  best  possible 
, '"  vantage.  She  went  at  once  to  the 
I wry — a noble  apart niefft  overlooking 
' ‘®  KW'inds  to  the  west. 

wted  in  a leather-covered  easy-chair  at 


ivy  Towms 

EdyVin  Elliott 

or  of  'Tfie  Strike  of  T)<?ppd<>r\v* 

K ' 1 ™ Vortpfain  T^omance  " efc. 


sporting  with  her  victims.  Suddenly  aban- 
doning her  air  of  chill  displeasure,  she 
adopted  a dangexously  pitiful  manner  iu 
words  and  tones. 

“ Oh,  Mr.  Carshalton,  I'  ’m  so  sorry.  Can- 
not we, still  he  friends?” 

She  bent *«  little  towards  him,  and  looked 
into  his  fever-lit  eyes  with  a pleading,  com- 
passionate look  in  her  own  lovely  blue  orbs, 
which  seemed  ready  to  overflow-  with  svm- 
pathetic  tears. 

For  a moment  he  staggered  hack,  like  one 
who  is  afraid,  and  lie  said  in  low,  tremulous 
•tones;  . 

” Friends?  No.  it  is  not  possible,  if — if 
you  cannot  love  me.  My, Cod!  You  must 
not  look  at  me  like  that,  or ” 


the  great  bay-window  was  a gentleman  in 
clerical  attire,  who  rose  the  moment  Muriel 
entered. 

Certainly  ho  was  a striking  and  interest- 
ing figure.  Tall,  thin,  clean  shaven,  with 
sunken  cheeks,  and  skin  almost  marble 
white.  . He  had  the  appearance  of  an 
ascetic,  or  at  least  of  one  who  cared  not 
for  the  delights  of  the  flesh. 

He  was  still  young,  and  in  spite  of  his 
gaunt  appearance  was  still  good  kokjiig. 
His  nose  and  mouth  were  finely,  though 
severely  chiselled  ; his  forehead  waa  bread 
and  smooth  ; his  brows  were  straight,  and 
his  jet-black  eyes  were  large  and  lustrous. 

Though  his  expression  was  grave  almost 
to  sternness,  it  seemed  to  he  more  due  to 
habit  than  to  nature,  for  there  were  signs  of 
great  gentleness  about  liis  mouth  when  the 
tension  was  relaxed. 

Mirri.el  went  towards  him  in  the  most 
gracious  and  friendly  manner,  with  her  baud, 
extended  frankly. 

"So  very  pleased  t-o  see  yen,  Mr.  Cars- 
halton. Aubrey  is  writing  a couple  of  letters 
which  must  catch  the  five  o’clock  post.  He 
will  he  with  us  iu  half-au-hour.  Can  you 
stay  ?” 

She  looked  straight  into  his  eyes  as  ehe 
spoke,  and  she  saw  the  fiio  w thin  them  leap 
I'jverishly.  She  noted  t lie  reddish  hue  creep 
into  his  pale  cheeks,  and  her  ears  caught  the 
60Und  of  quickened  breathing.  She  felt  the 
spasmodic  grip  of  his  thin  lingers  as  they 
enclosed  her  soft  band,  and  held  it  longer 
than  courtesy  demanded. 

He  answered  like  one  who  is  painfully  ner- 
vous, or  is  not  used  to  female  society. 

“Yes,  no — that  is,  I can  hardly  say.  I 
ibirCbly-Cxpected.  I mean  hoped,  for'an  inter- 
view with  you,  Miss  Attercliffe.’ 

11  You  called  to  see  Aubrey,  of  course,”  she 
said,  as  sl:<?  gently  withdrew  her  hand. 

" Yes,  oh  yes.  about  some  cottages  on  the 
further  side  of  Framley.  They  are  iu  a very 
had  state,  and  should.  I think,  he  rebuilt,  f 
am  sure  Mr.  Attercliffe  will  Agree  y ith  me 
in  tie  matter.” 

” Oil,  doubtless, ” she  returned  carelessly. 
‘‘He  has  odd  notions  as  to  the  duties  of 
landlords.  Hc  -kyns,  our' estate  agent,  says 
our  property  ought  to  yield  .1*3,000  a- year 
more  than  it  does.  But  I suppose  I mustn’t 
talk  like  that  to  you,  for  you  certainly  cane 
n.s  much  for  the  lwxlie-s  of  your  poor, 
_ parishioners  as  for  their  souls.” 

‘‘  I am  a man,  as  well  as  a priest.  Mias 
Attercliffe,  and  these  poor  people  are  very 
dear  to  me.” 

“ And  they  are  Very  dear  to  us,”  rejoined 
Muriel,  with  serious  flippancy.  “ They  cost 
us  £3,000  a year,  nqcoi'ding  to.  Ho  iky  ns. 
There ! I am  afruid  1 have  shocked  you 
again.  I know  I am  a very  worldly  person. 
I love  wealth",  luxury,  and  power,  all  the  sin- 
ful lusts  of  the  flesh  which  you  are  for  ever 
imploring  us  to  abjure.  Heigh  i!  I wonder 


if  you  could  really  convert  me,  Mr. 
Carshalton.” 

She  said  this  with  a mixture  of  daring  and 
dennire-ness,  first  flashing  a glance  into  his 
face,  and  then  turning  her  gaze  to  the  floor, 
her. mouth  set  in  serious  lines,  and  yet  with 
a suggestion  of  mockery  lurking  around  it. 

She  heard  him  catch  his" breath,  mid  she 
saw  that  he  was  biting  his  nether  lip  with 
foroe  enough  to  diraw  blood.  But  he  said 
calmly  : ”1  trust  you  do  not  need  convert- 
ing, Miss  Attercliffe.  .Besides,  it  is  a word 
I rarely  "use.  But  T vvomd  like  to  arouse  jn 
you  sympathies  that  may  be  latent.  You 


are  not  in  constant  touch  with  the  poor  as 
1 am.” 

“No,  that’s  true.  Do  you  know,  Mr. 
Carshalton,  that  I shudder  at  the  very  name 
of  poverty.  I couldn’t  go  among  the  miser- 
able. the  ignorant,  and  the  vulgar.  Ugh! 

I suppose  I’m  hard-hearted,  unwomanly,  and 
all  that.  Do  I repel  you?” 

She  was  not  demur?  now.  She  leaned  back 
in  her  chair,  her  hands  clasped  loosely  on  her 
lap,  with  a mocking,  but  bewitching  smita  on 
her  beautiful  lips,  as  superb  a- piece  of  loveli- 
ness as  man  could  conceive  cl. 

She  put  the  question  almost  derisively ; 
for  she  knew  that  the  man  seated  opposite 
her,  clergyman  as  he  was,  ascetic  and  devotee 
too,  was  feeding  the  furnace-blast  of  passion 
as  he  gazed  on  her  entrancing  beauty. 

She  saw  Ills  chest  heave,  hi, s teeth  clench 
themselves- behind  his  thin  lips,  his  black 
eyes  shoot  flame,  and  his  licOlow  checks  burn 
as  he  blurted  out : 

“Repel?  Good  God!” 

The  next  moment  he  was  ashamed  of  the 
brief  Outburst.  He  bit  his  lip  violently,  and 
added,  gaspingly: 

Pardon  me.  1 can’t  take  your  words  ' 
seriously.” 

She  laughed  a little  at  this,  jerked  the 
tips  of  ller  fingers  slightly  upwards,  and  said 
in  a tone  of  pretty  protest: 

Really,  that's  unkind.  I am  treating 
you  as  a kind  of  father-confessor,  and  you 
won’t  take  me  seriously.  ' What  am  i‘  to 
do?” 

Her  great  blue  eyes  were  looking  up  at 
him  from  beneath  reproachfully-lifted  brows, 
while  the  suggestion  of  a bewitch  iugly 
roguish  smile  hovered  around  her  lovely 
mouth. 

He  was  only  a mortal  man.  and  one  who 
was  wrestling  with  a passion  that  his  nobler 
nature  hated.  But  this  tantalising  beauty 
had  no  compassion.  Out  of  sheer  love  of 
power  she  was  playing  with  him.  torturing 
him  indeed,  for  she  knew  that' he  felt  himself 
degraded  by  yielding  to  her  syren  charms. 

It  was  positively  some  spice  of  devilry 
witliin  her  that  was  prompting  her  to  sub- 
jugate this  priest  of  the  Church,  this  man 
whose  convictions  and  aspirations  made  him 
loathe  all  fleshly  appetites. 

But  he  hacl  reached  the  limits  of  his  self- 
control  now.  Springing  from  his  se'at.  he 
flung  himself  on  his  knees  in  front  of  her, 
caught  her  hand  between  . hjs  two,  and 
covered  it  with  hot,  passionate  kisses. 

" Her  whim  was  satisfied,  and  she  changed 
in  a moment.  She  Snatched  her  hand  away, 
and  rose  to  her  feet-,  cold  and  .haughty,  a 
very  queen  in  her  assumption  ol  severe 
displeasure. 

‘‘Mr.  Carshalton,  you  forget  yourself!” 

Then  lie,  too,  sprang  to  his  feet,  his  face 
no  longer  white,  but  crimson  with  shame. 

“ That  is  true,”  he  gasped,  sliiveringly, 
as  he  drew  himself  up  stiff  and  straight, 
holding  his  arms  tightly  down  to  his  sides, 
but  still  keeping  his  gaze  upon  the  carpet 


UDDER  AT  THE  VERY  N.\ME  OF  POVERTY.” 

beneath  him.  “ I have  forgotten  myself, 
my  "calling,  mv  very  manhood.  Yet  no,” 
he  added,  as  lie  looked  up  at  her  with  a 
startling  suddenness,  ” it  is  my  manhood 
that  lias  mastered  me.  You  are  beautiful 
enough  to  enslave  a saint,  to  bring  back 
•earthly  passion  to  the  holiest.  Yes,  be- 
cause I am  a man  I could  risk  perdition  for 
You!” 

, He  clenched  his  two  hands  together,  and 
moved  , a nearer  to  h^r  : but  she.  re- 

treated. so' that  the  space  ‘between’ 'them 

'a-a's'hdfiltkf!4hed.•;’',',-','  ' '.  **  -1- 

She  was  a past  mistress  in  the  art  of 


“ Do  You  Know,  Mr.  Carshalton,  I Sh 


He  rushed  forward,  as  though  to  .clasp 
hei  in  his  arms;  but  she  eluded  him  and 
ran  to  the  door.  But  she  did  not  open  it. 
She  stood  with  her  back  against  it,  her 
hand  clasping  the  knob  behind  her,  and 
faced  the  man  whom  she  was  tantalising  for 
her  own  amusement. 

“ Hush — hush!  Be  a man!” 

‘‘I  am,  Muriel,  I am!  And  because  1 
am  a man  I am  your  slave.  Listen ” 

”1  will  not— dare  not!  ' Keep  back. 
Control  yourself.  Here  is  Aubrey.” 

Chapter  I V.  -Stella. 

“Hkigho!  It’s  pleasant  to  stretch  one’s 
limbs  in  utter  disregard  of  decorum — and 
you  Britishers  are  so  utterly,  and  ridicu- 
lously decorous.  For,  of  course,  you  are  a 
Britisher  through  and  through  by  this  time, 
Naomi.” 

It  was  Miss  Stella  Hazlethorpe  who  spoke. 
She  had  arrived  at  Ivy  Towers  an  hour  or 
two  previous,  and  after  going  through  the 
ceremony  of  introduction  to  the  earl  and 
Mr.  Horace,  lird  hetakeu  herself  to  the 
rooms  allocated  to  her.  Here  shBj, discarded 
her  travelling  garments,  unlocked  one  of  her 
trunks,  emptied  its  contents  on  to  the  floor, 
donned  the  most  comfortable  wrap  she  could 
find,  threw  herself  into  a lounge  chair, 
propped  her  feet  up  on  another,  and 
stretched  herself  out  iu  unconventional  ease 
and  comfort. 

Her  fingers  were  interlaced  at  the  hack 
of  her  head,  and  her  hair,  escaped  from 
some  of  it-s  trappings,  had  tumbled  about* 
” in  most  admired  disorder.” 

And  what  hair  it  was!  It  was  not  flaxen 
— it  was  several  shades  too  dark  for  that — 
and  it  was  not  exactly  golden.  It  was  some- 
thing between  the  two.  But  its  sheen  was 
absolutely  lovely,  especially  in  the  rich  rays 
of  the  afternoon  sun.  The  finest  and  glos- 
siest silk  could  not  vie  with  it  in  texture, 
and  there  was  a natural  ripple  in  it  that 
enhanced  its  beauty  ten-fold.  Its  luxuri- 
ance was  phenomenal.  It  was  so  abundant, 
in  spite  of  its  extreme  fineness,  that  Naomi, 
as  she-  gazed  at  it  lovingly,  wondered  how 
it  could  be  coaxed  info  a reasonable  amount 
of  space. 

And  Stella  herself — how  shall  we  describe 
her?  To  inscribe  her  best  would  be  to  say 
that  she  was'  indescribable. 

She  had  not  the  regularity  of- feature  of 
Muriel  Attercliffe.  It  might  have ’been  said 
that  she  was  not  so  ravishingly  beautiful. 
Yet  the  Ariieriean  girl  was  lovely,  "with  it 
loveliness  that  was  pure  and  sweet, -and 
good  to  look  upon. 

It  might  not  set  a man’s  heart  and  brain 
on  fire  with  a devastating  passion,  hut  it 
would  win  the  warmest  admiration  from 
anyone  at  first  sight. 

She  had  a bright,  sunny  face,  a pair  oF 
fearless,'  grey-blue'  eyes,  pleasantly  arch’ed 
brows,  the  most  mobile  and  expressive'  of 
mouths,  cheeks  healthily  flushed,  and  a 
complexion  absolutely  without  blemish. 

Naomi  had  coiled  herself  up  in  am-  odd 
fashion  in  the  centre  of  a splendid  tiger- 
skin  rug,  a weird  little  figure  in  a fantastic 
setting.  In  reply  to  Stella's  half-query,  she 
said  : — 

'•  I’m  not  a Britisher,  Stella,  and  I'm  not 
a Yankee,’  like ” 

She  stopped  abruptly;  but  the  other 
finished  tile  sentence-  promptly:—.  - ' 

“ Like  me.  I suppose  I’m  a Yankee,  for 
I’m  a Bostonian  by  birth.  But  I’m  French 
on  my  mother's  side,  as  you  know,  little 
one,  find  my  father's  blood  was  pure  and 
undefiled  Irish.  I suppose  the  Britisher's 
notion  of  a typical  Yankee  is  derived  from 
the  conventional  ‘ comic  ’ cartoon.  He  still 
supposes  that  the  male  white  native  of  the 
States  is  a lanky  individual  who  wears  loose 
nankeen  trousers  and  a battered  tall  hat. 
who  lias  lantern  jaws,  hollow  cheeks,  and 
cunning  eyes,  who  carries  a ridiculous  wisp 
of  hair  on  his  chin,  who  expectorates  freely, 
and  who  talks  through  Ins  nose.  If  this 
absurd  orentu-re'is  the  Englishman’s  notion 
of  the  male  1 Homo  Ameriean.us,’  I tremble 
to  think  what  his  conception  of  the  feniald 
animal' must  be.” 

” Oh,  quite  complimentary,  I assure  you, 
Stella.  She  is  rather  loud  and  self-assertive, 
but.  on  the  whole,  she  is  quite  charming. 
When  she  appears  in  an  English  novel,  shu 
is  always  the  protectress  of  the  distressed 
heroine.” 

Stella  laughed  and  dapped  her  hands. 

” Good  ! That’s  my  role,  I suppose.  And 
you’ve  got  to  be  the  persecuted  damsel 
whom  I am  to  take  under  my  wing.  Well, 
now  let’s  talk  of  your  people  here.  First, 
there  is  your  pa-in-law,  or  is  it  step-pa? 
He  interests  me,  rather..  There  is 'just  a 
little  hit  of  the  grand  seignor  about  him 
wliich  I suppose  ought  to  rile  mv  democratic 
instincts,  which  it  doesn’t.  But  "lie's  got 
brains— lots.  And  he’s  got  notions,  which, 
of  course,  is  a natural  consequence.  Wo 
shall  get  on  famously  together,  doubtless, 
because  ue  are  hound  to  disagree  about 
everything,  which  will  prevent  cur  tiring 
of  one  another.  Then  there  is  the  earl  that 
is  to  Ik\  Mr.  Horace  Despard.  But  I sup- 
pose I mustn’t  discuss  him  so  freely,  he 
t>oiqg  rew„<‘  Ctjfivglier  ^nipHki  j Af?  J-ou 

■ very  fond,  of  .bWj  d^rie r , 
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Your  CADDY  will  give  you  the  best  TEE  if  you 
first  fill  it  with  “ Russft  Tea."  It  DRIVES  a.vay 
all  apprehension  as  to  how  the  next  cup  will  brew, 
and  PUTTS  all  others  in  the  shade. 


et  Tea” 


Competitors  have  commenced  sending 
their  essays  in  the 

Competition 

and  there  has  b?en  a greatly  increased 
demand  for  “ Russet  Tea.”  Every 
store  should  exhibit  a “Russet  Tea” 
advertisement,  and  managers  should  get 
into  touch  with  the  C.W.  S.  Adver- 
tising Department  immediately  so  that 
their  branches  can  direct  the  attention 
of  members  to  this  splendid  blend  at 

9d.  per  |Ib. 


Every  reader  is  invited  to  try  the 
“ Russet  Tea,”  and  then  send  a 30 
word  report  of  what  he,  or  she,  thinks 
of  it,  to  ‘ Mr.  Russet,”  c/o  C.W.  S. 
Publicity  Department,  Balloon  Street, 
Manchester,  before  March  7th.  All 
efforts  must  be  accompanied  by 

1.  — Nam;  of  Writer. 

2.  — Address. 

3. — Address  of  Branch  or  Store  from  which  the 

Tea  was  bought. 

4. — The  end  portion  of  the  packet  bearing  the 

No.  19. 

Any  difficulties  in  obtaining  “ Russet 
Tea  ” should  be  reported  to  the  manager 
of  the  local  society.  If  ycu  like 
“ Russet  Tea  ” send  your  opinion,  and 
so  take  part  in  this  competition  for 

Prizes  consisting  of 
C.W.  S.  Productions, 

Branch  managers  are  asked  to  tell 
members  about  this  simple  competition^ — 
and  so  bring  the  distinction  of  supplying 
winning  essayists  from  their  own  shops. 
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OUR  CHILDREN  IN  DANGER. 

Rumour,  though  a lying  jade  as  a rule,  had  prepared 
the  public  for  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Geddes  Committee  appointed  to  show  the 
Government  which  of  its  departments  are  most  guilty 
of  sinful  extravagance  at  the  time  when  the  burden  of 
taxation  is  bringing  British  trade  almost  to  ruin.  The 
mountain  has  laboured  and  brought  forth  a conspiracy 
against  the  workers’  children. 

On  the  fighting  forces  the  committee  have  recom- 
mended economies  amounting  to  £46,500,000.  There 
is  room  for  economy  in  these  departments,  which, 
according  to  the  committee,  are  maintained  ‘‘on  a 
lavish  scale.”  We  are  in  the  fourtff  year -after  the 
armistice  ; but,  in  spite  of  it  all,  the  estimates  for  the 
fighting  services  provide  for  greater  fighting  power 
in  1923  than  we  have  ever  had  in  our  histor)\  The 
Axe  should  be  applied  to  these  departments. 

The  next  biggest  " cut  ” recommended  by  the  Geddes 
Committee  is  the  cut  in  educational  expenditure. 

Co-operators  should  speak  out  on  this  subject.  It 
has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  a cut  of  £18,000,000  in 
the. educational  expenditure  met  by  taxation  will  mean 
also  a larger,  cut  in  the  educational  expenditure  met  by 
rates — the  cut  in  the  latter  case  is  estimated  to  reach 
about  £30,000,000.  If  anything  like  these  cuts  be 
made,  Britain,  judged  by  her  educational  standards, 
will  become  a low'-grade  nation. 

The  working  classes  are  affected  seriously  in  nearly 
every  proposal  of  the  Geddes  Committee,  and  w-e  are 
at  a loss  to  see  where  the  children  of  the  v'ealthier 
classes  are  likely  to  suffer  at  all.  I11  the  first  place, 
children  are  not  to  be  provided  for  in  elementary 
schools  till  they  reach  the  age  of  six.  Most  of  the  chil- 
dren who  attend  the  elementary  schools  have  to  leave 
for  work  at  an  earlier  age  than  those  who  attend 
privately-owned  schools  or  secondary  schools.  The 
attendance  at  school  earlier  than  the  age  of  six  is  almost 
essential  to  their  education.  ( Mr.  Spurley  Hey  (Director 
of  Education-  in  Manchester),  who  has  some  title  to 
be  heard  on  the  subject,  claims  that  “ much  of  the  work 
done  in  connection  with  young  children  from  four  to 
seven  years  .of  age,  is  the. most  difficult,  the  most  valu- 
able, and  tlie  most  efficient  throughout  the  wdiole  of 
the  elementary  school  system.”  The  children  cannot 
afford  to  lose  the  education  of  those  early  years. 

Most  mischievous,  too,  is  the  proposal  to  enlarge 
the  classes  to  fifty  children.  It  uras  pointed  out  in 
Parliament  on  Monday  evening  that  there  is  one  officer 
to  every  fourteen  men  in  our  fighting  forces.  This  was 
considered  extravagant  in  view  of  the  pre-war  rp-^o  of 
one  officer  to  seventeen  men.  Take  it  at  the  latter 
ratio.  If  it  requires  one  officer  to  manage  every  seven- 
teen men  in  the  army — men  of  eighteen  years  and  up- 
wards— w'hat  sort  of  a chance  will  a teacher  have  with 
fifty  wayward  children  in  his  or  her  care  ? The  enlarge- 
ment of  the  classes  will  affect  the  elementary  schools, 
and  therefore  affect,  adversely,  the  children  of  the 
working  classes. 

The  cuts 'recommended  to  be  applied  td  the  teachers 
are  crude  and  brutal.  The  committee"  declare  that 
there  should'  -be  fewer  teachers,  and  that  those  who 
remain ' should  be  paid  less.  According  to  some  esti- 
mates, the  exclusion  of  children  under  six  and  the 
enlargement  of  the  classes  will  mean  a clean  sweep  of 
about  43,000  teachers.  That  means  that  the  profession 
to  which  the  children  of  the  working  classes  most  readily 
find  access  is  to  be  restricted.  There  is  every  reason 
for  not  over-staffing  schools  ; but  there  is  every  reason 
for  resisting  the  proposals  of  the  Geddes  Committee 
wdiich  make  this  big  reduction  in  the  number  of  teachers 
possible. 

It  is  difficult  to  write  with  patience  of  the  proposal 
to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  teachers.  It  would  almost 
seem  as  if  the  last  people  to  bfc  decently  paid  are  those 
entrusted  with  the  teaching  of  the  rising  generation, 
which  seems  likely  to  have  the  privilege  of  paying  for 
the  war  into  which  the  present  badly-taught  generation 
allowed  the  highly-educated  tricksters  of  Europe 
to  lead  them.  The  salaries  paid  to  teachers  before  the 
war  were  a grave  reflection  upon  the  taxpayers  and 
the  ratepayers  of  the  country  ; and  the  teachers  are 
entitled  to  better  treatment. 

_ In  dealing  with  the  higher  grade  schools  in  England 
the  v Geddes  Committee  make  another  wanton  attack 
on  the  children  of  the  working  classes.  The  regulations 
provide  that  a minimum  of  25  per  cent,  of  the  places 
available  shall  be  reserved  for  free- place  pupils  from 
the  elementary  schools.  The  committee  recommend 
that  this  minimum  should  be  the  limit  of  free  places  ; 
and  we  know  the  class  of  child  most  likely  to  suffer  if 
that  be  agreed  to. 

We  have  heard  it  argued  that  desirable  as  are  tl  e 
educational  advantages  promised  to  the  people,  ^ie 
nation;  cannot  afford  to  provide  them  at  the  present. 
1'he  answer  to  that  is  that  the  nation  will  be  able  to 


afford  less  of  anything  in  future  if  it  does  not  provide 
ample  education.  The  nation  needs  more  education, 
not  less  ; better  education,  not  poorer.  To  scrap  an 
army  and  navy  at  the  end  of  a-war  to  end  war  might 
be  sound  policy  ; but  education  is  a sounder  defence 
and  a greater  strength  to  a nation  than  the  most  power- 
ful fighting  force  conceivable. 

Rochdale  co-operators  collectively  provided  them- 
selves and  their  children  with  education  when  they 
could  ill  afford  it.  because  they  had  learned  to  recognise 
its  value.  The  disciples  of  those.  Rochdale  men  and 
women  must  take  care  not  to  allow  th,eir  children  to 
be  deprived  of  any  educational  privileges  which  they 
have  taught  the  nation  to  provide  out  of  its  collective 
funds. 


THE  SINEWS  OF  WAR. 

Dr.  Suter,  the  eminent  Swiss  co-operator,  calls 
attention  in  another  page  to  one  aspect  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  International  Cc-operative  Banking 
Conference  at  Brussels.  It  is  all  to  the  good  that  we 
should  know  how  our  friends  abroad  regard  the  views 
of  British  co-operative  - organisations,  and  we  leave 
Dr.  Suter’s  letter,  to  speak  for  itself. 

Other  matters  that  were  considered  at  Brussels 
deserve  some  notice  however,  and  chief  among  them 
is  the  financial  position  of  the  Alliance.  Everybody 
keeps  deploring  the  fact  that  the  chaotic  condition  of 
the  exchange  values  ojf  currency  prevents^he,  nations 
from  trading  with  one  another  as  they  used  to  do. 
The  same  chaotic  conduct  of  the  currency  affects  also 
the  value  of  subscriptions  to  an  organisation  like  the 
International  Alliance.  Some  of  our  intransigent 
journals  rage  because  we  pa)*  £30  per  head  of  taxation 
in  this  country  while  another  country  is  only  paying 
£5  per  head.  We  have  explained  before  that  pebple 
in  other  countries  do  not  pay  in  sterling.  They  pay 
in  marks  or  kronen,  and  in  the  case  of  Germany,  for 
example,  it  takes  forty-two  times  as  many  marks  to 
pay  £1  sterling  as  it  did  before  the  war.  With  societies 
abroad  paying  the  I.C.A.  considerably  in  excess  of 
what  they  paid  before  the  war,  the  subscriptions  are 
still  so  depreciated  by  the  exchange  value  that  the 
income  suffers  a serious  diminution. 

As  a result  of  the  special  appeal  authorised  at  Basle, 
the  equivalent  of  £550  has  been  raised  to  augment  the 
usual  subscriptions  to  the  Alliance.  That  will  not 
carry  co-operation  very  far.  Some  societies  in  this 
country  spend  more  than  that  in  propaganda  in  tlieir 
own  districts  alone.  We  have  to  recognise  that  whether 
the  swing  of  the  world  is  to  be  towards  co-operation 
or  towards  competition,  depends  very  largely  upon  the 
amount  of  fire  the  International  Alliance  can  put  into 
its  work.  It  is  expensive  work  ; but  when  a building 
is  to  be  erected  a large  expense  is  incurred  by  digging 
down  below  the  ground  even  before  the  foundation  of 
the  building  can  be  secured.  It  is  so  with  the  Alliance. 
Co-operators  must  secure  foundations  for  their  inter- 
national organisations'  which  will  be  wide  and  deep 
and  strong.  The  movement  has  the  opportunity  of 
making  a great  stride  forward.  The  Alliance  must 
have  the  resources  necessary  to  enable  it  to  dig  away 
all  the  obstructions ; and  we  strongly  urge  societies 
in  every  country  to  determine  the  amount  of  their 
financial  support  not  so  much  in  the  ligjit  of  how  big 
the  sum  looks  but  in  the  light  of  the  enormous  victory 
that  the  movement  can  achieve  for  the  common  people 
of  the  world  through -a  great  push  forward.  We  hope 
that  societies  which  have  not  responded  to  the  appeal 
sent  out  from  Basle  will  do  so  generously,  and  that 
those  which  have  already  responded  may  be  able  to 
do  a little  more. 


LEAGUE  OR  PACT— CHOOSE  ! 

Some  wTeeks  ago  wc  expressed  our  disagreement  with 
the  proposed  pact  between  Britain  and  France,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a military 
alliance  which  would  inevitably  provide  the  excuse  for 
the  formation  of  a counter-alliance  in  Europe,  and  so 
divide  into  twro  armed  and  hostile  camps  a continent 
which  should  be  united  in  the  League  of  Nations:  Mr. 

J.  A.  Hobson  last  week  reinforced  our  view  in  a letter  to 
the  ” Daily  News,  ’ and  a leading  article  in  the  same 
paper  declared  that  those  who  voted  for  the  Anglo- 
French  pact  would  be  voting  almost  certainly  for  a new 
war  within  the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years. 

The  chief  Argument  in  favour  of  the  League  of  Nations 
was  that  it  would  abolish  the  system  of  hostile  alliahtes 
which  did  more  than  anything  else  to  stimulate  com- 
petition in  armaments.  “ We  will  have  in  Europe  a 
League  of  Nations  or  rival  alliances  struggling  for 
balance  of  power  ” was  one  of  the  arguments  with  which 
we  ourselves  commended  the  League  to  the  support  of 
co-operators  throughout  the  world  in  1918  and  in  1919. 
Our  plea  still  stands.  We  are  not  blind  to  the  fact  that 
the  League  is  not  perfect,  but  co-operators  ought  to  use 
their  influence  to  perfect  it,  to  prevent  any  usurpation 
of  its  powers,  and  prevent  the  creation  in  Europe  of 
dm  filiations  that  would  relegate  the  I.eague  to  the 
limbo  which  contains  the  Homes  for  Heroes,  the  Fourteen 
Points,  the  Indemnities,  and  other  hopes  which  dangled 
before  the  tired  eyes  of  our  war-weary  electorate  in  1918* 


Febiivart  18,  1922. 
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NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

The  conferences  convened  by  the  Co-operative  Party  and 
the  various  sectional  boards,  and  brought  to  a close  on  Saturday, 
could  scarcely  have  been  held  at  a more  opportune  moment. 
The  end  of  the  present  Parliament  cannot  be  much  l'onger 
delayed  ; but  there  is,  happily,  still  time  for  the  workers  in  the 
constituencies,  where  it  is  intended  to  run  Co-operative  candi- 
dates, to  make  doubly  sure  that  when  “the  day”  does  come 
they  will  not  be  found  wanting.  Not  only  must  Mr.  Waterson 
be  returned  again,  but  he  must  be  kept 11  warm  ” by  the  presence 
of  several  directly-efccled  colleagues.  At  the  Leeds  conference, 
on  Saturday,  it  was  stated  by  a member  of  the  National  Execu- 
tive of  the  Party  that  the  influence  of  Mr.  Waterson  in  Parliament 
had  been  worth  all  the  expenditure  and  all  the  trouble  the 
movement  had  been  put  to  since  it  decided  to  go  in  for  politics. 
That  being  so,  the  value  of  a dozen  co-operative  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons  need  not  be  stressed.  Then  tfierc  are 
the  constituencies  which  will  not  have  the  opportunity  of  re- 
turning to  Parliament  members  who  Btand  before  the  electors 
on  the  co-operative  ticket.  In  these  constituencies  co-operators 
should  not  miss  sending  to  the  candidates  the"  questionnaire 
drafted  by  the  Co-operative  Party,  and  vote  in  the  light  of  the 
replies  received.  The  object  of  the  conferences  just  closed  was 
to  stir -up  co-operative  political  enthusiasm  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  and  not  simply  in  those  which  will  run  co-operative 
candidates.  The  co-operative  programme  should  be  kept  to 
the  front  in  every  division  in  the  country  whoever  the  candidates 
maybe. 

It  is  hardly  likely  that  any  co-operative  interests  will  be 
affected  by  the  present  position  of  the  City  Equitable  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  whose  affaire  are  now  before  thfe  winding-up 
court.  That  is  as  it  should  be.  The  Co-operative  Insurance 
Society  was  brought  into  existence  by  Congress,-  and  it  became 
a department  of  the  two  Wholesale  .Societies  by  resolution  of 
the  shareholding  societies.  It  is,  therefore,  morally  justified 
in  expecting  that  the  insurance  business  of  the  movement 
should  pass  through  its  offices.  It  has  a further  claim  on  socie- 
ties inasmuch  as  it  can  protect  their  interests  as  well  as,  if  not 
better  than,  any  outside  company.  Moreover,  its  directors 


and  officials  have  been  born  and  bred  in  the  movement,  and 
encourage  rather  than  discourage  discussion  of  its  affairs.  In 
these  circumstances  disloyalty  to  the  C.I.S.  is  on  a par  with 
that  shown  to  productive  departments  of  the  Wholesale  Socie- 
ties: It  is.  however,  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  society  has 
begun  the  year  in  great  form,  and  is  progressing  at  a faster  rate 
than  it  did  in  the  opening  months  of  1921.  Two  big  societies, 
which  have  hitherto  held  alopf,  have  recently  transferred  prac- 
tically all  their  fire  business  to  it.  By  following  suit  other 
societies  will  not  only  strengthen  the  C.I.S.  and  share -in  the 
surpluses,  but  reduce  the  risk  of  losing  their  members’  money 
to  a minimum. 

Poverty-stricken  Poplar  is  now  serving  as  a "bogey  in  the 
hands  of  astute  electioneering  agents.  Capital  is  also  being 
made  of  its  unfortunate  position  by  one  of  the  trade  papers 
’ anxious  to  arouse  distrust  in  the  co-operative  ranks.  This 
I eastern  district  of  London  affords  an  object-lesson  as  -to  the 
j paramount  necessity  of  an  equalisation  of  rating  burdens  in  order 
to  relieve  the  strain  caused  in  an  area  of  low  assessments  and 
1 excessive  distress.  The  local  Guardians  have  been  temporarily 
embarrassed,  and  at  a recent  meeting  Mr.  George  Lansbury  [ 
| referred  to  the  fact  that  if  there  was  any"  trouble  caused  by 
tradesmen  in  pressing  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the  amount 
due  to  them  On  the  relief  tickets  the  Board  could  make  arrange- 
ments until  the  Bow  branch  of  the  London  Co-operative  Society 
for  the  supplies.  A grocery  paper,  in  commenting  on  this  state- 
ment. asserts  : “ We  are  not  sure  that  the  London  Co-operative 
Society’s  shareholders  will  be  as  anxious  as  Mr.  Lansbury  sug- 
gests to  supply  goods  on  credit  with  no  prospect  of  receiving 
the  cash.-’  There  is  no  reason  for  this  alarming  warning.  It  is 
not  a question  of  the  society  not  receiving  the  cash,  but  only 
of  a deferred  payment  until  there  is  the  money  available  in  the 
Guardians’  coffers.  The  society’s  committee,  we  take  it,  will 
satisfy  themselves  that  orders  given  by  the  Guardians  are  orders 
that  the  Guardians  are  legally  entitled’  to  give,  and  that  any 
debts  incurred  are  legally  dischargeable  from  the  rates. 

In  the  economy  debate  in  Parliament  on  Monday  night  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  a moment  of  candour,  made  a 
statement  which  was  not  at  all  relished  by  his  supporters.  He 
asserted  that  although  business  men  were  called  upon  to  bear 


heavy  taxes  they  received  back  in  interest  annually  on  Govern- 
ment stock  the  sum  of  £350,000,000,  which  could  be  used  as 
capital  in  developing  commercial  undertakings.  This  announce- 
ment strengthens  the  criticism  that  the  Geddes  axe  is  hacking 
at  the  wrong  forest.  The  economies  proposed  are  directed  to 
hampering  educational  development  at  a time  when  further 
extension  is  needed,  and  in  cutting  down  the  piiblic  health  ser- 
vice. Maternity  and  child  welfare  schemes  are  to  be  hacked, 
and  pensions  paid  to  the  mothers  of  dead  soldiers  are  to  be 
pruned  or  ended.  Truly,  as  Mr.  Asquith  sarcastically  remarked, 
the  Geddes  Report  is  “ strewn  with  the  tlebris  of  the  New  Jeru- 
salem. Homes  for  heroes  arc  to  be  sold  at  half-price.”  In  all 
this  hysterical  erv  for  economy  in  Urn  Northcliffc  Press  and  in 
Parliament  one  hears  nothing  as  to  the  outt,ing-down  of  .the  huge 
salaries  of  ornamental  officials,  the  “ cutting  * of  pension  s— such 
as  that  paid  to  Lord  Nelson  for  his  ancestor’s  services  at  Trafal- 
gar—the  abolition  of  obsolete  offices,  and  the  reduction  of 
interest  on  wav  investments,  although  for  every  £1  paid  in  pen- 
sions to  the  widows  and  dependents  of  the  men  killed  in  the  war, 
to  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors,  we  pay  £3  in  interest  to  those 
who  lent  us  money.  -Taxation  that  is  ruining  industry  is  raised 
to  pay  this  interest,  and  those  who  receive  £350,000.000  paint 
the  newspapers  red;  because  they  in  turn  have  to  pay  income 
tax  on  that  amount. 

Co-operators  as  a whole  will  read  with  interest'  that  Miss 
Llewelyn  Davies  has  accepted  the  invitation  to  preside  at  the 
Brighton  Congress.  The  co-operative  movement,  has  done  a 
great  deal  for  the  emancipation  of  wpmen.  It  recognised  equal 
right  of  voting  between  men  and  women  in  co-operative  socie- 
ties ; it  has  elected  women  to  its  management  boards  and 
educational  committees  ; it  has  prepared  many  of  them  for 
seats  on  municipal  bodies  and  in  Parliament ; it  has  elected 
them  to  its  national  committees,  not  because  they  were  women, 
but  because  "they  were  intelligent  co-operators  who  ought  not 
to  be  barred  by  sex.  The  highest  honour  in  the  gift  of  the 
movement  now  comes  to  Miss  Davies  for  her  own  personal  worth 
and  work  as  well  as  for  her  years  of  effort  to  mobilise  the  power 
of  the  women  in  the  movement.  The  "mere  men”  in  the 
movement  will  acclaim  the  new  President  as  heartily  as  her 
co-operative  sisters. 


ST.  VALENTINE’S  DAY. 


A YORKSHIRE 
WOOING. 


By  E:  D,  SHEPHERD. 


When  Bob  Hinton  married  the  widow, 
Silas  Martin  was  left  a lonely  man,  and  his 
thoughts  turned  to  matrimony.  The  only 
consolation  that  came  to  him  was  a legacy  of 
six  cottages  in  Gtaoious-street,  and  the  rents 
fnlni  these  made  him  more  or  lcsi  independent. 
He  was  n property-owner,  with  a fixed  income, 
and  that  was  something  in  Melton.  And  being 
a property-owner,  he  had  no  reason  to  throw 
himself  away ; at  least  that  was  his  view, 

There  was  Lizzie  Gardiner,  at  the  other 
end  of  the  village.  Silas  had  thought  much 
of  her,  but  was  unable  to  make  up  his  mind. 
Lizzie,  also  had  been  considering  matrimony 
for  a number  of  years,  and  now  that  she  had 
crossed  the  forty  mark,  and  was  advancing 
into  the  fifties,  she  cast  her  eyes  on  Silas, 
more  as  a last  hope  than  nnything  else.  She 
had  a cottage  of  her  own,  and  it  was  well 
furnished,  so  that  from  a material  point  of 
view  the  match  would  not  have  been  a bad 
one.  One  fact,  however,  deterred  Silas ; 
Lizzie  had  a tongue,  and  she  could  use  it. 
In  a word,  she  was  a “ natterer.” 

But  to  compensate  her  for  that  disadvantage, 
she  was  a sple&did  cook  (Silas  had  tasted  licr 
pies  and  cheese-cakes,  and  pronounced  them 
good),  and  her  cottuge  was  as  spick  and  span 
as  any  cottage  in  the  village. 

Between  these  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages, Silas  wavered,  but  Lizzie  decided 
to  act. 

She  had  purposely  waited  until  St.  Valen- 
tine’s Day  for  him  to  make  the  first  move, 
but  fes  the  fourteenth  of  February  drew  near, 
and  ho  had  not  spoken  to  her  of  matters, 
matrimonial,  she  decided  to  go  to  York  on 
the  day  previous  and  put  into  action  a plan 
she  had  conceived. 

“ Is  thoo  gahu  ta  York,  Lizzie,”  Daniels 
asked  as  she  jumped  on  the. ’bus. 

“ Yis,”  she  answered.  “ Ah’sc  putten  it 
off  as  lang  as  ah  can,  but  ah  mun  goa  ta-day.” 

Tom  Carter  also  got  on  the  ’bus,  as  he,  too, 
was  going  to  York.  He  and  his  chum,  Ned 
Daniels,  had  had  some  conversa  ion  together 
the  night  before  at  the  " Village  Inn,”  and  the 
result  was  Bob’s  journey  to  York. 

'Elio.  Lizzie  ! ” said  Bob.  “ All’ll  bet 
thoo  s off  ta  York.ta  buy  thi  valentine,  isn’t 
thoo  ? ” 

“ Thee  mind  thi  awn  business.  Bob  Carter,”  ■ 
Lizzie  retorted,  stiffly. 

“ All’ll  bet  Lizzie’s  thinkin’  aboot  gettin’ 
wed,  Daniels,  ’ Carter  said  to  the  carrier  ; and 
turning  to  Miss  Gardiner,  he  added : “ Thoo 
mun  gcr  *im  a nice  *un  ; nut  yan  o’  them  lang 
Paper  things.” 

1 Hod  thi  wist,  an’  doan’t  talk  sa  rubbishy. 
Mind  thoo  gets  yan  thissen,”  Lizzie-  replied, 
haughtily. 

Silas  at  home, -'was  meditating  doebly  on  his 
state  of  loneliness,  and  the  result  of  4ns  medita- 


tions was  a decision  to  “ pop  the  question  ” 
next  day. 

“ Ah’se  ’ed  it  lang  ineaf,”  he  said  to  himself. 
"Sin  Missis  Martin  Went  ypm,  alfse  felt 
thear  wer  sum  mat  shot,  Ah‘il  goa  an’  see 
Lizzie  ta-raorn  an’  all’ll  ass  her  til  hi  Missis 
Martin,  deng  it.  ah  will.  Ah’ll  ’ev  na  maro 
o’  this  soart  o thing.” 

And  putting  on  his  hat,  he  went  out  to 
spend  an  hour  i t the  “ Village  Inn.” 

Next  morning  the  village  postman  called 
with  a letter  both  at  Silas  Martin’s,  and  also 
at  Lizzie’s.  Si’as  opened  his,  and  when  he 
saw  what  the  envelope  contained,  he  chuckled, 
again. 

“ She’s  sent  me  a.  valentine  ; by  gow,  she 
’cs  ! ” 

It  was  a valentine  from  Lizzie.  At  the  top 
was  a golden  heart  pierced  by  an  arrow,  and 
beneath  were  the  words,  “ To  thee,  my  valen- 
tine,” followed  by  words  of  love.  In  one 
corner  were  the  initials,  “ E.  G.” 

“ By  gow,”  said  Silas.  “ She’s  written  me 
poetry.  Fra  Lizzie  ta  me.” 

And  whistling  a merry  tune,  lie  put  on  liis 
best  clothes]  and  walked  jauntily  towards 
Lizzie's  cottage.  Knocking  at  the  cottage 
door,  he  entered  without  further  ceremony. 
Love  had  made  him  bold. 

“ Mornin’,  Lizzie,”  he  said  by  way  of  intro- 
duction. But  Lizzio  was  sitting  before  the 
fire,  in  tears. 


At  the  sound  of  his  voice,  she  started  up, 
and  throwing  a paperat  him,  almost  screamed. 

“ Call  thissen  a man,  Silas  Martin  ? Ta 
send  a lone  woman  that  thear.  Thoo's  a 
nasty,  low-doon  slanderer,  thoo  is.  . . . , 

Ah  knaw  ah  ’ev  a tongue,  but  thoo  'esn’t 
owt  ta  brng.  aboot ; thee . wi  thi  six  oad 
cottages.  An’  thoo  can  fersham  ta  cum  ’ere 
nobbut  an  oor  efter  t’  postman ” 

Sil&s  was  taken  aback  by  his  reception. 
•With  his  hat  in  his  hand,  ho  stood  meekly 
looking  at.  the  paper  she  had  thrown  to  him. 

It  was  a long  paper  valentine,  the  grotesque 
figure  of  a woman,  with  a tongue  like  an  ox's,- 
nagging  an  almost  dwarfish  figure  of  a man. 
It  was  headed  the  same  as  Lizzie’s,  “ To  thee, 
my  valentine,”  but  the  words  that  followed 
were  not  words  of  love  ! Oh  no  ! 

" But  ah  didn't  send  this,”  Silas  protested. 
“ All  knaw  nowt  aboot  it.  Ah’ve  gotten  thi 
valentine,  Lizzie,  an’  ah’ve  browt  thee  mine. 
Ah  cudn’t  trust  it  ta  t’  post.” 

Lizzie  looked  at  him  for  a moment,  and 
then  her  manner  changed. 

“ Ah,  what  is  it,  Silas  ? ” tehe  asked. 

“ Missen,”  he  answered,  simply. 

It  will  be  best  to  leave  it  at  that.  Anyway, 
there’s  goilfg  to  be  a wedding  in  Melton  soon, 
and  Silas  is  transferring  his  things  to  Lizzie’s 
cottage. 

Sho  was  not  long  in  connecting  Bob  Carter's 
visit  to  York  with  the  paper  valentine  she 
received,  and  the  “ talking  to  ” she  ga^f  him 
one  day  at  the  " Village  Inn  ” vf’hcn.  Daniels 
and  all  the  rest  were  there,  he  wilL  remember. 
And  she  can  talk  when  she  gets  going,  can 
Lizzie. 

Silas  will  find  it  out  some  day— perhaps. 


The  Canadian  Arrival  : “ 1 hear  they  want  .more  beef.15 
The  “Authorities”  ‘‘Well  they  can't  have  it*” 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

I have  had  a cheery  letter  from  Mr.  A.  E. 
Water  si:  n,  M.P.,  who  is  ‘lowly  recovering 
freni  his  recent  illness  which  kept  him  four 
weeks  in  bed.  It  will  ho  some  weeks  heforo 
he  is  able  to  resume  his  public  work.  In  his 
convalescence iio  is  -still "keen  in  fighting  the 
cau-se  of  those  he  is  faithfully  serving,  as 
evidenced  by  his  splendid  artkid  in  our  last 
issue,  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Mr.  Fred  Bramj.ey,  in  liis)  vigorous  cam- 
paign at  Reading,  has  evidently  made  tho 
pa co  tco  hot  for  Colonel  Leslie  WiDon,  the 
Coalition  member.  The  Colonel  is  making  u 
strategic  retirement  to  the  more  peaceful 
surroundings  of  St.  George’s,  Hanover- 
sqmire — a Safe  London  seat; 


“The  Irish  Homestead”  did  iret  appear' 
last  week,  and  we  suspect  that-  our  contem- 
porary’s ccpy  went  the  way  of  all  the  other 
copy  destroyed  last  week  in  the  great  lire  at 
Cahill’s  Printing  Works,  Ormond  Quay, 
Dublin,  where  the  “Homestead”  was 
printed.  In  addition  * to  printing  the 
“ Homestead,’’  we  understand  that  this  firm 
published  the  “ Iri  li  Republic’’  and  a num- 
ber cf  other  periodicals,  and  that  the  copy 
for  all  these  papers  was  set  in  type  when  lira 
fire -occurred. 

An  Ashton  paper,  reviewing  the  half- 
yearly  report  of  the  local  society,  says:1 
“ The  membership  now  stands  at  670,201 
persons  having  joined  and  41-4  withdrawn 
in  the  period  under  review.” 

It  is  some  time  since  I had  the  pleasure 
of  a hnudshake  with  Mr.  G.  D.  Taylor,  who 
many  years  ago  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  movement  in  Edinburgh ; but  I am 
pleased  to  hear  from  a correspondent  that, 
notwithstanding  advancing  years,  he  is  still, 
able  to  follow  his  ordinary  occupation.  Mr. 
Taylor  is  employed  by  an  Edinburgh  print- 
ing firm,  and  has  just  celebrated  his  jubilee 
as  overseer.  He  is.  an  ex-president  of  the 
St.  Cuthhert's  Association  ar.d  a funner 
memlier  of  the  Scottish  Sectional  Board. 
The  reference  to  -St.  Cuthliert's  brings  to 
mind  the, fact  that  the  new  manager  (Mr.  . 
T.  Young)  is  leaving  Eecles  this  week-end. 

What  \v«s  described  as  “a  ray  of  sun- 
shine ” was  sent  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson, 
M.P.,  from  the  Leeds  political  conference 
on  Saturday..  It  took  the  form  of  a resolu- 
tion of  sympathy  with  him  in  his  illness. 

A speaker  at  a week-enj  conference  said 
a member  of  Parliament  should  be  “a  man 
of  attractive  personality  and  iicrsuasive 
methods,”  and  as  an  illustration  of  the  type, 
he  mentii  iks  Mr.  Neil  Maclean.  If  Neil 'ever  i 
had  blushes  they  should  show  now. 

Ocx  and  Anout. 
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February  18,  1022. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 


PALLIATIVES  VERSUS  REMEDIES. 


£To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News/’] 


Employees'  Wages, 

Sir,— The  time  1ms  come  when  the  move- 
ment ought  to  deal  with  the  wages  of  their 
employees  in  a manly  and  straightrai u aid 
wav'  ' To  have  a trade'  union  organisation 
goading  and  forcing  on  co-operative  socie- 
ties to  pa v ’living  wages  to  their  employees 
seems  to ‘me  to.be  the  most  incongruous 
tiling  conceivable.  , 

Surelv  the  time  lias  arrived  when  u e can 
take  into  confidence  our  own  men  and  women 
and  give  them  a place  on  our  boards  o 
management,  and  to  fix  ba^e  '':[SeS  . , , 

grades,  plus  percentage  rates  ditforenbiatod 
according  to  ability  and  length  of  servroe, 

It  is  absolutely  imperative  tint  evny 
board  of  management  should  realise,  that  Urn 
employees  are  ours,  part  cl  ourselves,  and 
vice  versa,  and  that  the  best  conditions 
possible  ought  to  be  given  to  our  men  and 

'' Thl?  can  all  be  brought  about  by  reason, 
cominon-rsense,  and  the  spirit  of  tine 
oo-operatieu. — Yours  faithfully  , 

\Ym.  Golightly.  LX. 
Segliill,  January  22nd,  1922. 

Fewer  Directors. 

Sir,— Apropos  the  recent  prop;. sal  to 
reduce  the  Hilaries  of  C.W.S.  directors  it 
is  surprising  that  no  suggestion  for  achiev- 
ing the  same  end  by  a reduction  m the  sue 
of  the  board  was  made,  l ie  p -sent  board 
of  thir tv-two  could  be  reduced  to  t>\en->- 
iour  (perhaps  less)  without  loss  of  efficiency 
I would  not  “ sack  ” any  o the  present 
directors,  but  would  suggest  that  lac-anuos 
should  be  left  unfilled  until  the  number  deter- 
mined upon  be  reached.  No  harc^l.ip  would 
then  b?  felt  by  aspirants  lor  present  and 
future  vacanc-Y- s.  . ,,n  Un 

A happy  solution  of  the  -problem  would  b 
(1)  a smaller  board,  with  (2)  higher  pay, 
with  (3)  some  system  of  oscerLaiumg  that 
aspirants  lor  the  position  have  the  rci]Ui>ite 
qiinlificatior.,,.  Yours,  &e„  (. 

C.W.S.  Holidays. 

Sir,— This  letter  is  not  a critic  ism,  but 
merely  a suggestion  for  consideration i.  It 

is  not  necessary  to  go  outside  Manchester  to 
find  a system  of  holidays  m vogue  a null 
seeihs  most  reasonable  and  v.oitby  of 
example.  It  consists  of  an  add itmiial  week  s 
holiday  after  ten  years  ol  service.  W lie t her 
twenty  years  entitles  to' further  concession  1 
cannot  say,  but  it -seems  only  lair  that  a dis- 
tinction shpidd  be  made  liptwcVn  the  tyro 
of  a vear  and  the  veteran. — Yours,  cvc. , 

Ax  Old  Emi*loyi;E- 

Men’s  Guilds. 

Sir,— A president  of  a local  society  states, 
at  no  • annual-. gathering  ol  members,  his 
regrets  that  the  management  of  fh<?  society 
lias  passed  into  fresh  hand's;  and  iu  .con.se- 
nee  cf.  a resolution  parsed  at  a special 
general  meeting  cf  the  members,  called  lor 
the  alteration  of  the  rules,  he  has  to  retire 
alter  -fifteen  years’  service  to  the  society, 
which' he  has  helped  to.  build  up  a iul  .make 
prosperous.  This  lie  attributes  to  the  Guilds 
and  Employees’  Association  as  a small 
Hection : cf  the  society  governing  the  larger 
bodv  of  members. 

Now  in  a society  of  say  21,00')  members, 
not  more  than  2 per  cent,  as  a rule  take  an 
active  part  in,  the  working  of  the  society, 
and  it  is  an  easy  matter  where  a person  has 
a local  influence,  such  as  a prominent  part 
in  some  ' political,  serial,  or  religions  >ody 
existing  near  the-  central  premises  of  the 
society,  to  obtain  a sufficient  number  of 
votes  to  retnrn  that  person  as  a member  of 
a oenimittee  without  anv  regard  to  the  busi- 
ness qualifies tior  * for  tli?  pcsicicn. 

Ts  it  not  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
a body  such  ns  is  represents :1  by  lli  > Guilds 
which  lias  the  'interest  of  the  society  at 
heart,  and  extei '-ion  cf  the  principles  cf  the 
movement,  is  likely  to  prove  of  much  greater 
benefit  than  the  system  which  has  hitherto 
prevailed  ? The  Guilds  are  out  to  build  up, 
not  to  null  down  the  movement. 

If  all  members  cf  general  committees 
became  members  of  the  Guild  movement  we 
would  lie  able  to  build  up  -nth  n sti 
organ  Nation  that  in  a few  years  great 
changes  might  be  possible,  serially  and 
politically,  and  we  would  be  a step  nearer 
the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. — Yours, 
(tc. , tY.  Tapj.i.v. 

166,  Dhlsbury-rcr d,  Heaton  Norris. 

January  23rd,  1922. 

Cheaper  Bread  Wanted, 

Sin, — 1 should  like  to  a*k  when  the  C.W.S. 
and  other  co-operative  societies  are  going  to 
take  the  lead  in  reducing  the  price  of  broad 
and  flour. 

The  C.W.S.  are  their  own  millers,  socie- 
ties their  own  bakers,  there  are  no  middle- 
men, so. why  pm  t!i:\v  not  lead  the  .way, in 
reducing  prices?  We  read  in  the  press  of  a 
firm  in  Swansea,  selling  bread  at-  8d.  and 
making  a profit  of  20  per  cent.,  and  1 do 
not  hear  tjiat  they  are  their  own  millers 
We  iuo  always  bccesting  that  we  are  our  own 
millers,  distributers,  bakers,  and  so  forth, 
and  yet  we  do  not  lead  the  way  in'  reducing 
prices  of  commodities.  It  is  time  -we-began 
vo  do  a little  besides  talk  to  make  life  a little 
casior  for  our-  poorer  brothers . ami  sisters 
and  so  lead  the  way  to  t-liat  Co-operativ 
Commonwealth. — Yours,  &•<■., 

• - 'A  Co-operator. 


Graded  Wage  Cuts. 

Sin, — Tn  view  of  declining  trade  and  fall- 
ing prioes,  co-operativo  employees  must 


recognise  the  absolute  necessity  of  a drastic 
reduction  in  wages,  if  a worse  calamity  is  to 
be  avoided- 

It  should  not  be  impossible  to  agree  upon 
a. scheme  embodying  reductions  of  sav  5 per 
cent,  on  the  lower,  and  20  p-r  cent,  on  the 
higher  wages,  not  as  I hear  has  happened — 
2J  per  cent,  on  a £15  per  week  wage,  and 
10  pen  cent,  on  a Wage  only  one-third  that 
stun.  - 

1 believe  the  rank  and  file -would  readily 
agree  to  an  equitable  scheme  which  makes 
reductions  according  to  the  ability  to  hear, 
and  if  the  higher  paid  employees  will  not 
agree,  let  them  have  marching  orders.  At 
this  juncture  there  is  no  room  in  the  move- 
ment for  those  who  only  think  of  their  own 
interests. — Yours,  etc., 

Co-operative  Employee. 

Trade  Unionists  and  Then  Co-operators. 

Sir, — The  voting  on  the  Anchor  motion  at 
the  C.W.S.  quarterly  meetings  must  have 
come  as  a great  surprise  to  many  co-opera- 
tors. It  is  not  so  long  since  the  C.W.S.  was 
instructed  by  delegates  that  their  employees 
must  be  members  of  a trade  union  Ai  ? 
delegates  to  C.W.S.  quarterly  meetings 
trade  unionists  first  and,  after  that,  • co- 
operators?  One  would  imagine  so.  Tile 
employing  of  none  but  good  and  true 
co-operators  as  a definite  ruling  for  the 
future,  with  a strong  clause  with  reference 
to  any  black  sheep  already  iu  employment, 
would  break  no  bones,  find  be  all  to  the  good. 

As  regards  the  C.W.S.,  from  all  one  hoars 
it  is  not  alone  the  rank  and  file  who  are  hard 
faced'  enough  to  spend  their  wages  any  where 
but  at  the  eo-opeiative  store.  T lie  Anc  hor 
Society  had  been  obliged  to  i lose  a tobacco 
shop,  yet  it  has  a large  membership  of 
C.W.S.  employees. 

Casually,  one  day  recently,  I mentioned 
membership  of  the  heal  society  to  ah  em- 
ployee in  one  of  the -C.W.S.  works.  He 
lium’d  and  haw’d,  and  said  he  and  his  wife 
were  not  members,  f frankly  told  him  he 
•ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself.  There  are 
.men  employed  in  the  same  work  of  nearly 
twenty  years’  service  who-  almost  make  a 
boast  that  they  are  not  co-operators. 

John  Jones  op  Manchester. 

Summer  Schools. 

Sir, — No  doubt  the  Education  Committee 
.cf  the  Co-operative  Union  are  onc-e  again 
making  their  programme  for  the  Summer 
Schools.  During  the  past  year  they  .were 
lrot  as  successful  in.  nuiybers  of.,students  as 
they  ought  to  have  bevn.  May  I suggest 
that  educational  committees  of  societies  be 
approached  to  .conduct  parties  for  a w eek  at 
a ,tinije  to  cUffigrent  hostels  on  the. scale  of 
the  Adult  Sqjicpl  Summer  Sob  cols.  Having 
attended  a good  , many  Summer  Schools  on 
their  system  I believe  q better  future  for 
Co-operative  Summer  Schools  is  to  be  found 
that  way.  Ini  parties : freon  one., society  vou 
have  better  understanding  amongst  ’mem- 
bers, the  results  educationally  are  greater, 
and  each  society  will  reap  a benefit  as  well  as 
the  whole  movement. — Yours  respectfully, 
Cakdifp. 

Co-operators  and  Unemployment. 

Sir, — “ Rane  Beau’s”  short  article 
prompts  an  immediate  counterblast,  for  I 
very  much  disagree  with  it.  I have  too 
much  love  for  co-operation  to  allow  it  to 
attempt  the  impossible  without  a protest. 
Although  many  good  co-operators  *re  now 
unemployed,  it  is  safe  to  believe  they  will 
be  the  first  ‘‘set  on”  when  work  recom- 
mences, and  it  would  tend  to  increase  their 
difficulties  and  add  considerably  to  their 
perplexities  if.  in  -the  availing  time,  co- 
operative “ relief  works  ” were  embarked 
upon,  ftfr  they  would  not  know  whether  to 
stay  or  go  back  to  their  old  job. 

Mainly,  the-  unemployed  are  “ masters’ 
men  ” ; therefore,  they  should  be  encour- 
aged to  look  to  their  masters  for  susten- 
ance during  this  period  of  enforced  idleness. 
As  our  present  difficulties  are  dne  to  over- 
production, mainly,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  new  production  will  ease  our  state. 

The  important  matter  is  to  prove  co- 
operation a great  power  for  good  in  the 
arena  it  has  so- long  engaged  in,  and  for 
which  it  has  so  much  machinery  and 
organisation  already  at  hand.  A critic 
might  say  “ it  is  a fine  little  5-h.p.  engine 
which  docs  the  work  of  two  men  very  well,” 
but  it  is  actually  a ninny  million  h.p. 
engine  with,  unfortunately,  much  power 
running  to  waste. — Yours  truly, 

E.  H.  Sxeyd. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

. ’Nuf  Said. — So  .far  as  C.W.S.  elections 
are  concerned,  the  custom  appears  to  have 
been  abolished. 

J.  N."— See  reply  to  “ ’Nuf  Said.” 

Equity. — You  send  a‘  covoiing  letter 
marked  44  net  for  publication. " The  letter 
enclosed  is  marked  44  private.”  Haven't  we 
seen  your  anonymous  print  before? 

A.  W.  Salter. — The  matter  has  attracted 
attention  and,  we  believe,  is  being  inquired 
into. 


“ I revel  in  the  ‘Mitigate,’  and  read  it 
almost  from  cover  to  cover.  It’s,  my 
favourite  magazine  of  all  on  the  market  in 
this  country.” — A well-known  writer’s 
opinion. 


GOVERNMENT'S  UNEMPLOYMENT  POLICY 

ATTACKED. 

[By  Our  Parliamentary  Correspondent.] 


The  prospect  of  an  impending  end  at' an 
early  date  lias  had  a depressing  effect  ou 
the  House  of  Commons.  This  is  more  pro- 
lioliifc-ed  in  the  case  of  the  Ministers,  whose 
prospects  of  a renewal  of  the  electors’  con- 
fidence are  very  remote.  Therefore  it  was 
not  surprising  to  find  a certain  lassitude 
about  the  assembly  on  the  opening  days 
last  week. 

Facing  the  Realities, 

A half-filled  House  came  in  contact  with 
the  actual  realities'  outside  the  walls  of 
Parliament  on  the  Thursday,  when'  the 
Labour  Party's  amendment  was  discussed 
condemning  the  Government’s  failure  to 
grapple  effectually  with  the  unemployment 
problem.  The  attack  was  led  iu  a good 
fighting  speech  by  Mr.  Hayday,  one  of  the 
Notts  Labour  Members.  . Mr.  Hayday 
.spoke  from  a close  experience  of  industrial 
conditions  gained  as  a trade  union  official 
and  from  his  fourteen  years’  work  as  a 
councillor  and  subsequently  an  alderman  of 
the  West  Ham  Council.  One  of  his  chief 
points  was  that  the  Government  had  killed 
the  export  trade  in  coal  and  destroyed  the 
market,  and  its  blundering  policy  in  -rela- 
tion to  other  industries  had  been  similar. 
He  'urged  the  Government  to  increase  the 
aid  to  local  authorities  and  to  carry  out 
useful  work. 

Mr.  Naylor’s  First  Effort. 

The  debate  was.  interesting  as  affording 
Mr.  T.  E.  Naylor,  the  new  Labour  Member 
for  Southwark  ail  opportunity  for  making 
his  maiden  speech.  He  seconded  the 
amendment  in  a speech  winch  afterwards 
received  the  commendation  of  the  Labour 
Minister  for  the  lucid  and  eloquent 'manner 
in  which  tile  points  had  been  presented. 
Mr.  Naylor  has  a clear  tenor  voice  which 
carries  well,  and  his  utterances  could  be 
easily  heard  in  all  parts  of  the  House.  He 
was  unsparing  in  his  condemnation  of  tlio  | 


inadequacy  of  the  Governments  policy. 
Speaking  from  practical  experience— Air. 
Naylor  m the  secretary  to  the  Loudon 
Society  of  Compositors — lip  ehowed  how 
the  increased  postal  charges  had  crippled 
the  printing  trade  and  made  the  problem 
more  acute.  The  Postmaster-General  had 
obtained  his  surplus  at  the  expense  of  tlio 
Ministry  of  Labour.  Air.  Naylor  stressed 
the  point  that  the  Government’s  fear  of 
vested  interests  prevented  them  establish- 
ing State  factories  and  workshops.  A 
Labour  Government  would  be  prepared  to 
use  the  taxes,  he  asserted,  for  the  purposes 
of  good  Government,  part  of  which  was 
the  provision  of  work  for  men  and  women. 
Labour  would  not  be  quite  so  much  con- 
cerned about  the  interests  of  private  em- 
ployers and  capitalists  ns  the  Coalition 
Government,  but  would  be  more?  concerned 
about  the  interests  of  the  people,  20  per 
cent  of  whom  were,  now  in  a state  of  semi- 
starvation. 

A Gloomy  Outlook. 

The  gravity  of  the  situation  was  indi- 
cated iu  the  figures  given  by  Dr.  Maena- 
mara  in  his  answering  speech.  At  the  end 
of  January  the  figures  were: — Wholly  un- 
employed, 1.904,300;  on  short-time,  280, 0(H). 
He  gave  full  details  of  the  "schemes  which 
had  been  launched  by  the  Government  in 
conjunction  with  local  authorities,  and 
these  had  found  employment  for  126,000. 

Mr"  J.  R.  Clvnes,  the  chairman  cf  the 
Labour  Party,  was  unconvinced  by  the 
Labour  Minister’s  figures  that  everything 
possible  laid  been  done  by  the  Government. 
He  criticised  the  Government's  attitude 
towards  Russia,  which  had  prevented  the 
re-opening  of  trade  with  that  vast  country. 

The  Government  had  a bud  time  from 
the  scathing  speeches  of  Colonel  Wedg- 
wood, Mr.  Sexton,  and  Mr.  Torn  Sliaw. 
The  Labour  Party's  amendment  was 
defeated  by  270  votes  to  78. 


BRUSSELS  CONFERENCE. 


BRITISH  WHOLESALES’  ULTIMATUM  : REBUKE 

FROM  SWITZERLAND. 


BY  Dr.  A.  SUTER. 


.Travelling  in  a train  from  Paris  to 
Iauisanne  on  February  5th,  Dr.  A.  Suter 
wrote  commenting  upon  the  reference  to 
the  International  Conference  at  Brussels 
which  appeared  in  the  ” Co-operative 
News”  of  February  4th. 

•That  is  evidence  of  the  Doctor’.*  energy, 
and  is  an  indication  of  how  far  and 
how  quickly,  the  44  Co-operative  News” 
li!  culatca. 

,Dr.  Suter  is  a regular  ‘‘  News  ” reader, 
and  he  reads'  also'  the  Swiss,  French, 
German,  and  Italian  co-operative  paper’s. 
He  has  been  chairman  of  the.  Lausanne  Co- 
operative Society  since  1902;  member  of 
tlie  board  ol"  the  Swiss  Co-operative 
Union  and  Wholesale  Society  since  1909; 
member  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Trade  Sub-Committee  since  1920;  and  a 
member  of  the  executive  of  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  since 
August  last. 

He  writes  regretting  that  in  the  refer- 
ence to  the  International  Banking  Con- 
ference the  ” News  ” stated  that  44  there 
were  present  delegates  from  England, 
France,  Germany,  Holland,  Belgium,  Italy, 
and  Tcheeko-Sloyakia.  The  Russian  dele- 
gates, however"  were  not  permitted  by  the 
Belgian  Foreign  Minister  to  enter,  the 
country."  There  were  also  delegates  from 
Switzerland,  Sweden  (representing  Sweden, 
Norway,  and  Denmark,  who  have  a 
joint  Scandinavian  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society).  Russia,  and  Bulgaria.  There 
were  no  delegates  from  Italy. 

A Grave  Question. 

Dr.  Suter  proceeds  to  refer  to  what  he 
describes  us  14  a graver  question  : — 

The  delegates  cf  the  C.W.S.  at  the 
Banking  Conference  at.  Brussels,  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  I.C.A.,  wiid  Hint 
thev  did  not  want  to  play  the  4'  big 
brother.”  but  that,  following  the  precise 
instructions  given  them  by  their  board, 
they  emphatically  declared  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  C.W.S.  Would  withdraw 
from  all  preparatory  work  for  an  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Bank  if  the  I.C.A. 
had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

It  is  the  second  time  in  the  space  of  one 
year  that  representatives  of  the  C.W.S. 
have,  thrown  a sort  of  ultimatum  in  an 
international  cooperative  conference. 

The  first  time  it  happened  was  at  the 
International  Co-operative  Congress  at 
Basle  in  August.  1921.  On  the  demand  of 
the  Central  .Committee  of  the  I.C’.A.  Herr 
Kaufmann,-  from  Hamburg,  had  prepared 
a paper  and  formulated  a definite  proposal 
in  two  points  about-  the  creation  __  of 
an  International-,,  Co-operative,  >Vho]csale  , 
Society.  These  two  points  TVqre  printed, 
the  agenda  for  the  Basle  Congress.  Li  ■ 
the  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 


European  Wholesale-  Societies  for  the 
creation  of  an  International  Wholesale, 
immediately  preceding  the  Congress,  tho. 
delegates  of  the  C.W.S.  declared  that  the 
C.W.S.  should  take  no  part  whatever  in 
an  International  Wholesale  if  there  should 
be  established  any  connection  between 
the  International  Wholesale  Society  and 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance 
other  than  the  delivery  of  an  annual  report 
to  the  I.C.A, 

Herr  Kaufmann  then  declared  that  under 
such  circumstances  he  dropped  his  whole 
proposal.  In  order  not  to  destroy  all  hope 
fur  the  success  of  a useful  co-operative 
institution,  for  which  two  committees  had 
worked  during  two  years,  I,  as  the  Swiss 
delegate,  asked  Herr  Kaufmann  and  the 
other  delegates  to  give  way  to  the  wishes 
oif  our  British  friends  and  to  let  the  second 
point  of  his  proposal  (connection  with- the 
I.C.A.)  drop,  but  to  maintain  the  first  one, 
namely,  the  creation  of  an  International 
Co-operative  Wholesale.  Herr  Kaufmann 
consented  on  the  condition  that  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
should  later  on,  for  instance,  after  one  or 
t\to  years'  existence,  become  a member  of 
the  I.C.A.  The  whole  committee  agreed, 
and  the  thus  mutilated  proposal  was 
accepted  by  the  Congress. 

The  Majority’s  Attitude. 

At  Brussels  I could  not,  and  the 
majority  of  the  conference  were  not  willing 
to,  give  way-  to  the  ultimatum  of  tho 
C.W.S.,  for  many  reasons:  — 

1.  As  the  proposal  of  ML  Gaston  Levy 
had  been  made  to  and  accepted  by  the  Con- 
gress el  "the  I.C.A'.  ,•  the  conference  in 
Brussels  was  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  I.C.A.  The  report  of  M.  Levy,  and  a 
second  report  of  a sub-committee  com- 
posed of  the  chairman  of  the  I.C.A.  as 
chairman.  M.  Levy  as  secretary,  and  co- 
operative banking-inen,  must  be  presented 
to  the  Central  Committee  of  the  I.C.A.  at 
Milan  in  April,  1922. 

2.  At  -Milan  there  will  be  Italian  co- 
operators  as  delegates.  Co-operative  bank- 
ing is  very  highly  developed  in  Italy,  and 
their  advice  may  be  very  useful. 

3.  Other  reasons,  too  long  to  explain. 

May  I suggest  to  British  co-operators 

that  these  conflicts  between  the  leadership 
of  the  I.C.A.  and  that  of  the  C.W.S.  create 
an  unhappy  situation.  I have  the  highest 
esteem  for  the  leading  men  on  both  sides, 
for  their  , character  and,  tin?  valuable  ser- 
vices they  have  rendered  to  co-operation. 
I will  not  criticise  .either  of  them ; there 
may  be  misunderstanding  on  both  sides. 
But  o»e,  tli^qg  ixi , .certain,*,,  tl^  f;?j*ting 
situation  does  .haifm  ,to  uiq  cp-'MJPtotoo 
movement,  and  some  remedy  ought  vo  be 
found. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


AN  ASHFORD  PIONEER. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  W;  H.  WARD. 

WE  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  W. 
H.  Ward,  J.P.  (Ashford).  He  rendered 
many  valuable  services  to  his  fellow-men  in 
the  parish  in  which  he  lived,  and  his  courage 
and  .determination  in  his  desire  to  improve 
the  Condition  of  the  labouring  classes  were 
much  appreciated.  He  became  associated 
with  the  East  Kent  Labourers’  Union,  and 
established  tlve  East  Kent  Benefit  Society, 
which  for  thirty-seven  years  has  been  the 
most  popular  society  in  East  Kent. 

With  a small  band  of  others,  most  of 
whom  have  passed  away,  he  lielpd  to  com- 
mence the  Ashford  Co-operative  Society  in 
1887.  gradually  rising  until  he  became  tecre- 
tary,  which  office ' he  held  for  many  years.' 
About  a year  ago  he  was  compelled  to  resign 
owing  to  ill-health.’  He  was  known  in  Ash- 
ford ns  the  father  of  the  Ashford  Society. 
His  energy  and  zeal,  combined  with  the  im- 
plicit trust  his  fellow-men  placed  in  him, 
lelped  Jf' great  deal  towards  the  success  of 
the  society. 

A keen  student  of  local  government,  Mr. 
.Ward  mastered  the  intricacies  of  the  Poor- 
Law.  Ha  was  a councillor  and  guardian  of 
the  parish,  a keen  member  of  the  educa- 
tional board,  governor  of  the  Ashford  Cot- 
tage Hospital,  and  a Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  funeral  took  place  on  February  8th, 
at  the  Parish  Church.  The  Rector  (the 
Rex . F.  Ellison). officiated.  The  church  was 
xx ell  filled  xvith  friends  and  associates,  the 
body  being  borne  from  the  house  to  the 
church  on  the  shoulders  of  the  members  of 
the  East  Kent  Friendly  Society  and  the  em- 
ployees of  the  Ashford  Society.  The  Ash- 
ford Scoiqty  xvas  represented  by  Messrs. 
Banks  (president),  Fenn,  Noble,  Tong,  and 
Chancellor  (committee),  and  over  fifty  of 
the  staff.  Several  other  societies  xvere  also 
represented.  Over  txvo  hundred  people  fol- 
lowed the  coffin  to  its  last  resting-place. 


THE  L.C.C.  ELECTION. 

Interest  in  the  Metropolis  is  noxv  being 
centred  on  the  London  County  Council  elec- 
tion,. xx'liich  takes  place  on  March  2nd.  An 
effort  is  being  made  by  the  London  Labour 
Party  to  enlist  the  practical  help  of  the 
guilds  in  securing  the  defeat  of  the  reac- 
tionaries. During  the  past  three  years  the 
Labour  Party  have  been  a small  but  effec- 
tix’e  fighting  force  on  the  Council,  and  it  is 
noxv  sought  to  strengthen  the  number  in 
order  to  give  Labour  a better  share  in  guid- 
ing London’s  municipal  policy. 

The  programme  put  forward  by  the  Lon- 
don Labour  Party  is  in  accord  xx-ith  the  aims 
of  co-operntors.  The  party  desire  to  secure 
a brighter  and  better  life  for  the  Worker,  a 
complete  education  for  the  children,  and  the 
homes,  long  deferred,  “ fit  for  heroes  to  li\-e 
in.”  They  are  on  the  side  of  the  people 
against  privilege ; they  desire  to  see  I/ondon 
take  the  fullest  advantages  of  a lvell- 
’ equipped  municipal  service,  and  to  keep  the 
fingers  of  tlie  monopolists  and  trust-mongers 
from  the  ratepayers’  till.  Co  operators 
should  take,  their  full  share,  in  aiding  the 
party  to  secure  a sweeping  .victory  for 
democratic  methods  of  local  government. 
.Some  excellent  xvork  is  being  done  amongst 
tbe .Women’s  Guild’s  by’Aliss  Annie  Somers, 
the  Labour  Party’s  woman  orgaiiiser  for 
London. 


CAMBERWELL'S  CANDIDATE. 

The  co-operative  electors  in  the  North 
Camherxvell  Division  should -hax-e  no  hesita-. 
tion  in  giving  their  fullest  .support  to  Mr. 
C.  G.  Ammon  in.  the  North  Camberxvcll  by- 
election.  The  Conservative' opponent  is  a. 
director  of  a leading  insurance  company, 
■xvhose  aims  and  outlook  will  not  square  xvitli 
co-opera  ti-Yie  ideals;  lie  was  the  defeated  , 
. Coalition  candidate  for  Hartford.  Mr.’ 
Amnion  comes  before  the  electors  xx;ith  a ' 
splendid  record  of  work  in  the  people's 
cause.  He  has  prox-ed  his  fitness  as  an  ad-. 
Jiiinistralcr  on  the  London  County  Council, 
whilst  his  platform  powers  have  been  used 
to  advantage  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
All.  Ammon  is  a co-operatfcr,  and- he  has 
rendered  valuable  aid  at  propaganda  meet- 
ings arranged  by  the  educational  depart- 
ment of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society.  In  addi- 
tion, as  a xvorker  in  the  brother- 
hood movement  and  a prominent  Wesleyan, 
Ali.  Ammon’s  life  is  one  of  ceaseless 
activity.  The  polling  takes  place  on  Feb- 
ruary 20th. 


NEW  GUILD  COUNCIL. 

On  Saturday,  the  4th  inst.,  a meeting 
was  held  at  Daxves-road.  Fulham,  under-  the 
auspices  of  the  education  committee  of  Abe 
I*ondon  Society,  xvlien  a Guild  Council  was 
formed  to  cover  the  folloxving  a tea  : — Ful- 
ham, Hounsloxv,  East  Sheen,  Richmond, 
Kingston,  Hampton,  Twickenham,  and  Ted- 
dington.  Among  the  txventy-one  delegates 
xvlio  attended  xvere-  Councillor  L.  A.  Hill 
and  Mrs.  Hill  (Alayor  and  Mayoress  of  -Ful- 
. nam)  and  Air.  A.  Lcckxvood  (secretary  of 
political  section). 

Air.  J.  Spencer  (London  Society's  educa- 
tion  committee)  said  the  objects  of  the  Guild 
Council  xvere  to  press  ferxvnrd  the  educa- 
tional, social,  and  political  activities  of  the 
society  in  the  western  area  of  London. 

Mr.  Keddie  (Fulham  Branch,  Alixed 
Guild)  xvns  elected  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Air.  Haymer  (Kingston  Propaganda  Com- 
mittee) chairman,  and  Mrs.  Thiel  (Twicken- 
bani  Women’s  Guild)  vice-chairman. 

The  meeting  prox-ed  to  he  a success,  and 
augur-  well  for  the  lutuiv. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


HOXV  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 

NOWADAYS. 

Newmarket.— Air.  G.  B.  Poppy  (presi- 
dent) congratulated  the  members  on  the 
good  results  for  the  half-year  at  the  meeting 
held  in  the  C'o-operatix-e  Hall,  on  Thursday, 
February  9th,  xvliic-h  xvas  well  attended. 
The  half-year’s  balance  sheet  showed  <sak?s 
amounting  to  £49,649,  a decrease  (if  £3.529 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  This  represented  a monetary 
deer-ease,  but  in  x-olume  of  trade  it  repre- 
sented a good  increase  over  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  last  year.  After  allowing. 
£1.102  10s.  6d.  for  interest  on  capital,  £272 
3s.  for  depreciation,  of  land,  buildings,  and 
fixtures,  and  meeting  ex’er.v  liability,  there 
remained  £1,705  15s.  for  disposal.  It  xvas 
decided  to  pay  members  8d.  in  the  pound  as 
dividend,  provide  free  life  assurance  on  all 
members,  and  grant  tlie  educational  com- 
mittee £50,  the  Woman’s  Guild  £5,_  and 
carry  forward  the  balance  of  £11  9s.  6(1.  to 
l lie  reserve  fund.  The  secretary  (Mr.  A. 
Challi-s),  in  his  report,  referred  to  the  in- 
ductions in  stocks  that  had  been  made-,  par- 
ticularly in  the  drapery  and  outfitting 
departments.  He  also  referred  to  the 
amount  of  unemployment  amongst  the  mem- 
bers, and  it  xxas  decided  to  place  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  committee  £100  from  the  con- 
tingency fund  for  the  relief  of  urgent  and 
necessary  cases. 

Reading. — Cash  sales  for  the  half-year 
(txventy-seven  weeks)  amounting  to 
£207,-206,  were  reported  at  the  quarterly 
meeting,  which  was  held  on  February  9th. 
Alessrs.  Appleby  and  Wood  (.Manchester) 
xx-ere  re-elected  auditors.  It  was  announced 
that  the  Insurance  Society  had  paid  in  full 
the  society’s  claim  in  respect  to  the  recent 
fire  at  Grove  Farm.  The  folloxving  xvere  re- 
elected to  office: — President,  Mr.  H.  Wool- 
dridge; general  committee  Air.  A.  T.  Ailen  ; 
Air.  W.  T.  Kingstone,  being  the  only  nomi- 
rc-\  xx  as  elected  as  the  employees’- n presen- 
tntive.  Mrs.  Heath  was  elected  members’ 
delegate  to  Congress.  Dividend  at  Is.  in 
the  pound  xvas  declared,  and  several  dona- 
tions xvere  granted,  including  League  of 
Nations’  Union,  £2  2s..  and  Royal  Berk- 
shire Hospital,  £13  2s.  Gd. 

Oxford. — Mr.  E.  King  presided  over  a 
fair  attendance  of  members  at  the  quar- 
terly .meeting,  xvhich  xvas  held  on  February 
8th.  The  balance  sheet  submitted  for  the 
’ second  half  of  1921  showed  trade  amounting 
to  £179,648,  a decrease  of  £76,892  compared 
xvith  the  corresponding  period  of  the  pre- 
X'ious  year,  equal  to  a decrease  of  29  per 
cent.  After  paying  interest  on  share  capi- 
tal (£3,390),  .and  depreciating  the  xvorking 
stock  and  buildings  (£1.892),  there  remained 
a disposable  balance  of  £1,620, '£40  of  xvhich 
xxas  appropriated  for  educational  purposes, 
ami  the  remainder  voted  for  dividend  at 
3d.  in  the  pound.  Share  cnpital  amounted 
to  £139,059,  a decrease  of  £22,637,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  unemployment.. 
The  membership  stood  at  11,159;  The  presi- 
dent was  re-elected  xvithout  opposition,  and 
retiring  members  of  both  management  and 
educational  committees  were  again  returned. 
The- stamp  saving  system -inaugurated  dur- 
ing the  year  has  been  found  both  beneficial 
to  members  and  economical  in  working.  The 
-sum  of  £2,948  xvas  paid  in  during  the  year. 

Swaffham. — The  members  held  their  half- 
yearly  meeting  at  the  society’s  room, 
London-street,  on  February  lOtli.  The 
balance  sheet  .shoxved  net  sales  amounting 
to  £11,354,  a decrease  of  £637  13s.  lid. 
compared  xvitli  the  corresponding " period  - 
of  1921.  It  xvas  derided  to  put  the  sum 
of -2dr  per  member  aside  this  .half-year  for 
a distress  fund,  to  be  distributed  at  the 
discretion  of  tbe  committee.'  The  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  F.  Knock)  spoke  cf  the  difficult 
year,  through  xvhich  they  ,had  passed.,  and 
complimented  the  manager  and  staff  for 
bringing  "about  sucJli  good  results.  Air.  E.  E. 
AVrodard  (managing  secretary)  explained 
some  of  the  difficulties  the  society  had 
encountered  during  the  past  year,  xvhfc-h 
had  been  the  most  anxious  time  in  the 
history  of  the  business  xvorld,  and  said  their 
society  had  emerged  stronger  in' every  way. 

Warminster. — There  xvas  a good  atten- 
dance at  the  annual  meeting  on  February 
10th,  at  the  Toxvn  Hall.  The  balance  sheet 
and  report  xvere  considered  highly  satis- 
factory. The  sales  amounted  to  £8.402  for 
the  quarter,  an  average  of  £646  per  week. 
The  reserve  fund  of  -the  society  amounted 
to  £1,013.  There  xvas'  a net  gain  of  sex-en 
members  during  the  quarter,  xvhich  makes 
up  a total  of  860.  The  surplus  enabled 
the  payment  of  Is.  4d.  in  the  pound  as 
dividend,  and  grants  to  the  Cottage  Hos- 
pital of  £1  10s.,  repair  and  renewal  fund 
£10,  and  educational  fund  £3.  The  presi- 
dent (Air.  Poolman)  xvns  re-elected,  and 
Alessrs.  H.  Hiskett  and  W.  Vallis  (retiring 
members  of  committee)  were  unanimously 
re-elected.  In  the  present  conditions  of 
trade  it  .was  felt  the  society  xvas  more  than 
holding  its  own,  a good  deal  of,  credit"  for 
this  state  of  affairs  being  due  to  the 
energv  and  keenness  of-the  manager  (Air. 
Bush).  _____________ 

In  recording  the  death  of  All.  E.  C. 

Gibbs,  tbe  secretary  of  the  London  branch 
of  the  Co-operntix-e  Printing  Society,  the 
South  Suburban  Society's  “ AVheatsheaf  ” 
states  : “ Those  xvlio  had  the  privilege  of 
xvorking’  xvitli  him  ns  a colleague  on  the  com- 
mittee. ns  well  as  members  of  the  staff,  will 
always  remember  him  for  his  warm  and 
genial  disposition.  Ills  generous  sympathies 
xvith- aH -that  affected  the  -welfare- of  his 
f ell6W-men ,-  and  his  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  co-operation  and  trade  unionism.” 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

” Intensive  Co-operative  Production  ” will 
he  dealt  xvith  by  ALr.  Fred  Bramley  at  a 
Southern  Sectional  Conference  at  the  C.AV.S. 
Assembly  Hall.  Lemon-street,  on  Saturday, 
March  11th.  This  is  a timely  topic  bound  to 
receive  capable  treatment  from  the 
introducer. 

“ The  Southern  Sectional  Board  is  making 
efforts  to  increase  the  sales  of  the  " News, 
but  'unless  local  committees  back  up  these 
efforts  success  to  any  large  extent  xx  ill  lie  out 
of  the  question.”— Great  Yarmouth  Society’s 
“ W-heatsheaf.” 

The  London  Society’s  nexv  branch  at 
Cornxvall-road,  Notting'  Hill,  comprises 
-grocery.-  provision,  bakery,  confectionery, 
and  butchery  departments.  Other  dei*ai*t- 
ments  will  be  subsequently  added. 

Mr.  George  Latham  (prospective  Parlia- 
mentary candidate. for  Enfield)  has  arranged 
to  address  the  Ponders  End  Guild  on  the 
23rd  inst. 

The  London  Society's  wide  area  is  xvell 
covered  xvitli  educational  agencies.  There 
are  two  Guild  Councils,  thirteen  Propaganda 
Councils,  sixty-eight  Women’s  Guilds,  nine 
Men's  Guilds,  lour  Alixed,  and  live  Junior 
Guilds. 

At  the  AY.E.A.  demonstration  in  the 
Central  Hall,  Westminster,  on-  March  4th, 
in  addition  to  the  Bishop  of  Manchester,  Air. 
Arthur  Henderson,  Al.P.,  and  Aliss  .Margaret 
Bondfield  will  speak. 

The  extension  to  the  Reading  Society’s 
bakery  is  noxv  completed,  so  far  as  the  build- 
ings are  concerned.  A travelling  oven  and 
other  machinery  are  noxy  being  installed.  A 
number  of  houses-  have  been  sold,  and  the 
money  received  has  been,  invested  in  C.W.S. 
ten  years’  development  bonds. 

Air.  S.  Rees,  Co-operative  Party  organiser, 
will,  address  a meeting  at  Bromley,  on 
February  25th,  xvitli  a viexv  to  re-forming 
tbe  Local  Co-operative  Representation 
Committee. 


A “ FULL  HOUSE;. 

On  Friday,  February  3rd,  a very  into’ cit- 
ing lecture  on  the  factories , tea  plantations, 
estates,  and  works  connected  xvith  the 
Wholesale  Society,  xx-as  given  in  the  King 
Eduard  Memorial  Hall,  Newmarket,  by  Air. 
B.  .Williams  (C.W.S.  financial  propaganda 
department).  • Long  before  the  time  for 
opening  of.  the  hall  it  could  he  seen  that  there 
xvould  not  be  sufficient  accommodation  fur 
all  xvlio  xvislied  to  attend,  and  much  to  the 
disappointment  of  the  Newmarket  Society’s 
committee,  a large  number  xvere  unable  to 
obtain  admission,  j 

Air.  G.  B.  Poppy  (president  of  the  society) 
introduced  Mr.  B.  William©  to  the  company, 
and  in  a brief  speech  referred  to  the  success 
of  the  local  society.  He  said  the  sales  had 
for  1921  amounted  to’  over  £105,000,  and 
over  £4,000  in  surplus  had  been  distributed 
amongst  tbe  members,  exclusive  of  interest 
on  their  moneys  invested',  and  a free  life 
'assurance  on  every  member.  'I  be  claims 
paid  on  the  hitter  during 4921  equalled  £202. 

The  lecture,  xvhich  xvas  illustrated  by  films, 
xvas  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  audience. 


AIDS  FOR  STUDENTS. 

THE.  NEW  CENTRAL  LIBRARY. 

Publicity  has  already  been  gixen  in  these 
columns  to  the  valuable  : xx'ork  xvhich  has 
been  accomplished'  by  -the  Central  Library 
for -Students,  which  xvns  the  outcome  of 
Mr.  Albert  Mansbridge’s  energy  and  enthu- 
siasm. The  library  contains  a unique 
collection  of  works  dealing  xvith  economics, 
co-operation.  and  - other  industrial  mox-e-j 
ments.  With  the  aid  ef  the  Carnegie  Trust 
the  library  has  -secured  larger  premises  in 
Galen-plnce,  Bury-street,  Bloomsbury. 

This  institution  xvas  established  about 
six  years  ago  xvith  the  object  of  enabling 
poor  students  to  obtain,  free  of  cost,  ex- 
peusix'e  books  required  in  their  studies. 

1 luring  la-st  year  over  25,000  volumes  ivere 
issued.  The  library  has  proved  a ‘great 
boon  to  many  students  xvlio  are  often 
unable  to  secure  the  particular  books 
required  from  the  ordinary  public  libraries. 
It  also  serves  as  a feeding  centre  for  other 
libraries.  Txventy-four  county  libraries 
and  107  public  libraries  are  drawing  sup- 
plies regularly  from  the  central  for 
student-readers. 


C.XV.S.  EMPLOYEE'S  DEATH. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr. 
C.  AV.  AVaggitt,  a member  cf  the  C.AV.S. 
London  staff,  xvlio  passed  away  on  Friday 
from  an  attack  of  pneumonia,  folloxving 
influenza,  in  liis  72nd  year.  He  joined  the 
staff  of  Bishop  Auckland  store  in  1875,  and 
four  years  later  he  transferred  to  the 
C.AV.S.  Newcastle  branch,  where  he  started 
the  tea  department.  In  1883  he  joined 
the  London  branch.  For  many  years  after 
that  date  he  took  a prominent  part  in  co- 
operative propaganda  xvork,  and  xvas  fre- 

Stly  heard  at  meetings  in  London  and 
South.  He  xx-as  the  prime  mover  in 
eetion  xvith  the  acquiring  of  the  Nor- 
wood co-operators'  allotment  gardens, 
xvhich  hax-e  been  a boqn  to. the  neighbbur- 
bood  ever  since.  Deceased  was  married  in 
1880  to  Aliss  Robson,  xx- ho  xvas  at  that  time 
employed  in  the  millinery  department  of 
the  Bishop  Auckland  Society.  Jhe  inter- 
ment took  place  on  Wednesday.  Wreaths 
were  sent  from  the  London  branch  of  the 
C.W.S. 
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EASTER  SCHOOL  FOR 
THE  SOUTH. 

AN  ATTRACTIVE  PROGRAMME. 


1 he  Southern  Sectional  Board  have 
arranged  a programme  for  the  Week-end 
School  to  be  held  at  Colchester  from  Good 
Friday  to  Easter  Monday,  xvhich  should 
succeed,  in  securing  a good  number  of 
students.  At  the  same  time  the  board  wish 
i'  to  be  understood  that  thev  desire  socie- 
ties to  make  the  National  Week-end  School 
at  Gloucester  as  great  or  ex-en  a greater 
success.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  hath. 

The  chief  lectures  at  Colchester  x\  ill  he 
given  by  Air.  It.  Page  A rnot,  ALA.,  secre- 
tary ot  the  Labour  Research  Department,  mi 
a very  important  topic  just  nexv,  viz.,  “The 
Interdependence  of  Trade  and  the  World 
Situation.”  This  surely  should  .appeal  to 
(^-operators.  These  xx- i 1 1 be  given  on  Easter 
Sunday  morning  and  e\-ening,  xvitli  the  third 
and  concluding  lecture  on  Bank  Holiday 
morning. 

In  addition  tlie  folloxving  addresses  will 
lie  given: — Good  Friday  afternoon,  Air.  It. 
Hibberd,  on  “The  Co-operatix e Sense”; 
Good  Friday  evening,  Air.  W.  II.  Adsett 
(London  representative  of  the  “ News”),  on 
"Old  and  Nexv  Journalism”;  and  on  the 
Saturday  afternoon.  Air.  Charles  Bonham, 
J.P.,  of  Colchester,  on  “Old  Colchester.” 

Ample  arrangements  have  been'  made  for 
board  and  lodging  at  quite  moderate  figures, 
and  the  social  side  lias  been  provided  for  in 
rambles  and  a social  gathering  on  the 
Saturday  evening. 

Communications  efliould  be  sent  to  Air. 
Hibberd,  the  sectional  secretary,  66,  Great 
Presoott-street,  London,  E.  1. 


BOYCOTT  IN  SURREY. 


SHORT-SIGHTED  TRADERS. 


Some  local  traders  in  Caterham  have  yet  to 
learn  that  boycott  methods  used  against  co- 
operat-ors  liax-e  nlxvny©  recoiled  on  those 
responsible.  The  February  number  of  the 
South  Suburban  Society's  “ Wheataheaf  ” 
records  the  futile  attempt  to  use  this  dan- 
gerous weapon  at  Caterham , in  Surrey.  Tt 
appears  that  local  footballers  decided  tn 
oiganise  a trade  fair  and  carnival  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  funds.  Tlie  South  Subur- 
ban Society  xvere  invited  to  have  a stall,  and 
they  consented  to  do  tliirs,  and  paid  the 
requisite  charge.  A xveek  or  so  afterxvarda 
the  money  xvas  returned,  and  the  South 
Suburban  Society  xvere  notified  that  if  the 
society  xvere  alloxved  to  exhibit  the  traders 
xvould  xx  ithdraxv,  and  the  fair  would  ho  a 
fiasco. 

The  society  responded  by  holding  a conceit 
and  protest  meeting  txvo  days  prior  t tlie 
fair.  The  residents  shoxved  their  sxmpathy 
by  attending  in  large  numbens. ' Mr.  ( Imrlei 
Bailey  (the  president),'  in  his  speech,  referred 
to  a similar  boycott  some  years  ago.  xx’luch 
lesulted  in  tlie  traders  regretting  their 
action,  and  asking  for  a cessation,  of 
hostilities.  The  society  had  hot  the  slightest 
desire  of  injuring  the  object©  of  the  fair,  mid 
to  slioxv  their  sincerity  they  ’ xvoiihl  make  a 
donation  of  £2  2s.  to  the  local  football 
association. 

Air.  J.  Dickinson,  of  the  Co-operative 
Union,  deliiered  a vigorous  address,  in  the 
course  of  xvhich  he  pointed  the  moral  of  the 
traders'  short-sighted  policy. 


NO  CHORAL  FESTIVAL. 

{SECTIONAL  BOARDS  DECISION 

The  Southern  Sectional  Board  liava 
decided  that  owing  to  the  poor  response  to 
the  appeal  for  guarantees  belli  as  to  the  fund 
and  the  number  of  clioirs  xvlio  have 
responded  it  xxill  not.be  possible  to  hold  a 
choral  festival  this  year.  Many  sociolie.' 
are  finding  themselves  in  a difficulty  ir 
meeting  tlie  necessary  expense;,  xvliic! 
xvould  in  this  case  mean  a sub-cripli.m  to  tin 
fund  and  the  expense  of  sending  chairs,  ii 
some  cases  a long  distance. 

This  result  is  much  to  he  regretted, 
although  to  anyone  knowing  the  i-irciun- 
stances  it  is  not  surprising.  The  board, 
lioxvex-er,  are  determined  that  at  the  lir.;t 
suitable  opportunity  the  choral  festival  shall 
be  revived.  It  should  be  understood  that  tho 
Union  itself  has,  no  fund  to  draw  upon  in  a 
case  of  this  kind.  This  is  xvhy  a guarantee 
lias  to  be  found  before  proceeding  xvitli  tbe 
venture. 


NON-SW FATED  TOYS. 


Trade  during  the  past  year  has  been 
somewhat  slack  with  the  East  London  Toy 
Faetory  Ltd.,  a co-operative  venture  which 
is  seeking  to  give  a higher  standard  for  the 
workers  in  an  industry  noted  for  sweating. 
So  far  little  support  has  been  received  from 
co-operative  societies.  This  may  be  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  factory  is  not  better  knoxvn 
in  the  mnvement.  To  remedy  this  defect 
there  will  be  an  exhibit  of  the  society  s toys 
at  the  Brighton  Congress.  The  society  J? 
also  exhibiting  at  the  British  Industrial 
Fair,  wliich  wifi  be  open  at  the  White  City, 
Shepherd's  Bush,  from  February  27th  to 
March  10th.  There  will  he  a varied  assort- 
ment of  the  society's  excellent  toys  at  stall 
F.  13. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


AH  communications  intended  for  these  Pages. should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  ihe  “Womens  Pages. 
"Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


WORKING  MOTHERS, 

ROUSE  YOURSELVES! 

Out  at  last ! We  mean  that  much- 
talked-of  Geddes  Report  is  out ! And, 
as  was  to  be  expected  from  such  a Com- 
mittee, the  economies  recommended  are 
such  as  will  find  little  favour -with  the 
workers. 

Practically  all  housing  schemes  are  to 
e id  in  a few  months,  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  urged  to  sell  the  houses  put  up 
for  the  workers  during  the  time  when 
building  materials  were  high-priced.  As 
a business  proposition,  this  may  be  a 
safe  way  to  get  rid  as  soon  as  possible 
of  houses  whose  cost  has  been  too  great 
to  yield  a satisfactory  return,  but  what 
about  the  promised  ‘ ‘ Homes  for  Heroes  ? 

The  education  “ cuts  ” will  also  anger 
the  women,  and  will  probably  have  to  be 
modified  if  the  Government  decides  to  . 
test  the  feeling  of  the  country  by  a 
general  election.  It  may  be  au  easy 
thing  for  middle-class  mothers  to  interest 
and  amuse  their  children  over  five,  and 
it  may  be  an  advantage  to  such  children 
to  have  play-centres  and  lots  of  fresh 
air,  but  what  about  the  working  mother’s 
child,  with  other  younger  children? 
According  to  the  Geddes  Report,  we  are 
told  the  “ nursery  schools  ” are  to  go, 
and  so,  whilst  the  “ well-to-do  ” child  is 
taught  by  a nursery  governess  or  trained 
it  a kindergarten  school,  the  child  of  the 
poor  mother  is  shut  out  from  the  school 
Dlaygrounds,  and  must  find  its  joy  in 
the  dirty  gutters  and  noisome  streets. 
The  loss  of  medical  advice  is  serious 
inough,  let  alone  the  piling  of  work  and 
anxiety  on  to  the  dreaded  over- worked 
mothers’  backs. 

The  size  of  the  classes,  too,  ought  to 
rouse  the  indignation  of  working  women. 
Whilst  classes  in  secondary  schools  are 
rarely  over,  twenty-five,  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools  they  may  go  up  to  fifty  ! 

Such  proposals  savour  more  of  waste 
than  economy,  for  whilst  pretending  to 
give  education  they  will  only  lead  to  a 
form  of  teaching  in  which  individuality 
must  sink  to  a dead  level.  - 

Among  other  details  one  finds  there 
is  to  be  no  increase  in  schools  for  mental 
defectives,  deaf  and  dumb  or  crippled 
children,  although  the  accommodation 
has  been  most  inadequate  for  years. 

How  long  will  working  women  allow 
education  to  be  the  privilege  of  one  class 
only  ? Surely  they  will  see  that  there 
can  be  r.o  equality  of  opportunity  for 
education  under  a Government  that  does 
not  understand  the  needs  of  the  majority 
of  the  people,  and  that  the  truest  economy 
is  the  wisest  method  of  spending. 


AN  EVENT  OF  RENOWN. 

The  interesting  news  that  Miss  LI. 
Davies  has  been  invited  to  preside  over 
tlie  Co-operative  Union  Congress  of  1922 
and  the  fact  that  the  former  general 
secretary  of  the  English  Women’s  Guild 
has  accepted  the  invitation  will  be  re- 
ceived with  satisfaction  by  the  whole  of 
the  co-operative  movement.  The  terms 
in  which  the  invitation,  was  worded  and 
the  spirit  in  which  Miss  LI.  Davies  has 
replied  touch  the  right  note  of  co-opera- 
tive understanding. 

The  co-operative  movement  has  few 
honours  to  bestow  upon  its  workers,  but 
amongst  them  is  the  presidency  of  its 
Congresses.  Whether  it  is  the  Co-opera 
tive  Union  or  the  Women’s  Guild  Con- 
gress, the  presidential  chair  is,  as  the 
letter  of  invitation  from  the  Co-operative 
Union  states,  the  highest  office  which  the 
co-operative  movement  has  to  fill. 

Hitherto  no  woman  has  been  invited 
to  preside  over  the  Union  Congress,  and 
the  compliment  paid  to  Miss  Ll.  Davies 
will  be  none  the  less  a compliment  to 
her  personal  work  and  to  the  great  ser 
vices  she  has  rendered  to  the  movement 
than  a compliment  to  the  women  of  the 
movement  who,  under  her  devoted 
leadership,  have  “ won  the  right  to  fill 
equally  with  men  the  highest  offices  in 
the  British  co-operative  movement.” 

We  are  indeed  glad  to  learn  that  Miss 
Ll.  Davies  has  agreed  to  make  the  effort 
to  wear  this  honour,  and  we  earnestly 
hope,  her  strength-  will  be-  equal  to  the 
Strain. 


WOMAN  PRESIDENT  FOR  BRIGHTON 

CONGRESS. 


MISS  LL.  DAVIES  ACCEPTS. 


GUILD  MOVEMENT  HONOURED. 


Co-operative  guildswomen  will  rejoice  to  read  the  news  conveyed  in  the  two 
following  letters,  copies  of  which  have  just  come  into  our  hands.  We,  too, 
welcome  tlie  invitation  extended  to  Miss  Ll.  Davies  by  the  United  Board. 
Nothing  could  indeed  better  demonstrate  to  the  whole  world  that  women  havo 
at  least  won  the  right  to  fill  equally  with  men  the  highest  office  in  the 
British  Co-operative  Movement. — Ed.,  “ W.P." 


Miss  Ll. 


UNITED  BOARDS  INVITATION. 


January  23rd. 

Dear  Miss  Davies, — In  view 
of  the  approach  of  the  annual 
Congress,  the  United  Board, 
at  its  meeting  held  in  Man- 
chester on  Saturday  last,  had 
under  consideration  the  ques- 
tion of  deciding  who  should  act 
as  President  of  the  Congress  and 
deliver  the  inaugural  address. 

Having  regard  to  your  recent  re- 
tirement from  the  general  sec- 
retaryship of  the  Women's  Co- 
operative Guild,  and  the  invalu- 
able services  which  you  have 
rendered  to  the  co-operative 
movement  over  a long  period  of  years,  the 
United  Board  decided  to  invite  you  to  accept 
the  position  of  President  of  the  Brighton 
Congress,  and  I have  now  formally  to  re- 
quest you  to  accept  the  United  Board's 
invitatiort. 

The  United  Board  feel  that  in  asking  you 
to  act  as  President  they  are  correctly  in- 
terpreting the  wishes  of  the  whole  of  the 
co-operative  movement,  and  that  your  ac- 
ceptance will  give  real  pleasure  not  only  to 
the  thousands  of  women  who  take  a lively 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  Guilds,  but  to 
all  co-operators  who  take  a lively  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  movement. 

I need  not  remind  you  that  the  office  of 
President  of  Congress  has  never  yet  been 
filled  by  a woman,  or  point  out  that  by 
accepting  the  United  Board’s  invitation  you 
will  not  only  be  honouring  the  Co-operative 
Union,  but  also  performing  a symbolic  act, 
demonstrating  to  the  whole  world  that 
women  have  at  least  won  the  right  to  nil 
equally  with  men  the  highest  office  in  the 
British  co-operative  movement. 

The  United  Board  desire  me  to  add  that, 
if  vou  feel  the  task  of  conducting  the  actual 
business  of  the  Congress  will  over-tax  your 
strength,  Mr.  Major  (the  Deputy-President) 
will  be  glad  to  render  you  all  necessary 
assistance. 

May  I add  that  I personally  hope  that  you 
will  accept  the  hoard’s  invitation,  which 
really  will  be  a fitting  culmination  of  your 
career  as  a worker  in  the  cause  of  co-opera- 
tion.— Yours  sincerely, 

A.  WniTF.HF.AD. 

Miss  M.  Llewelyn  Davies  (London). 


REQUEST  ACCEPTED. 

Hampstead,  Feb.  1st,  1922. 
Dear  Mr.  Whitehead, — I have 
been  much  moved  by  the  invita- 
tion of  the  United  Board  to  pre- 
side at  the  Co-operative  Con- 
gress this  year,  especially  on 
account  of  the  generous  and 
understanding  words  in  which 
the  invitation  has  been  con- 
veyed. 

It  is  indeed;-  as  you  say,  n 
symbolic  act,  and  in  accepting 
it  I do ’so  with  special  pleasure, 
because  it  is  an  honour  done  to 
Davies.  all  co-operative  women.  Its 
significance  will,  1 am  sure,  be 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  thousands  of 
guildswomen  now  linked  together  at  home, 
in  the  Dominions,  and  abroad. 

That  our  British  co-operative  movement 
should  be  the  first  of  all  co-operative  and 
labour  movements  to  give  so  striking  an 
example  of  the  equality  and  comradeship  of 
men  and  women  is  a source  of  high  gratifica- 
tion. 

I have  delayed  my  reply  because  I was 
afraid  my  health  would  not  stand  the  strain 
of  the  three  days’  chairmanship.  But  if  I 
may  interpret  tlie  United  Board’s  thought- 
ful suggestion  as  implying  that  Mr.  Major 
(the  Deputy-Chairman)  will  be  willing  to 
take  the  chair,  if  necessary,  for  all  the  Con- 
gress sittings  exoept  that  of  the  first  morn- 
ing, I cannot  but  accept  the  request  of  the 
United  Board,  which  recognises  so-  gener- 
ously the  work  I have  tried  to  do  tor 
co-operation. 

J am  grateful  for  your  kind  personal  wel- 
come to  a position  which,  however,  I feel 
very  incompetent  to  fill  satisfactorily. — 
Yours  sincerely, 

Margaret  Llewelyn  Davies. 


Salisbury  Women's  Guild  members 
recently  held  tlieir  New  Y out's  social,  when 
a little  plav,  “ From  Flower  Land  to  Mortal 
Land7”  was  performed  by  thirty  children. 

A successful  officials’  class  was  held  at 
Hull  on  the  1st  inst.,  Mrs.  Butler  (York- 
shire sectional  secretary)  being  the  teacher. 
“Good  attendance  and  good  discussion’’ 
was  the  verdict. 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


After  nineteen  years  as  secefcnr.v  oLthe 
WUUngton  Quay  and  Guild. 

M ‘Nuir  lias  retired.  Mrs.  May  lias  -J1 
elected  in  lier  place. 

The  following  resolution  lies  keen  passed 
unanimously  by  the  members  of  ihe . M j ' 
Swindon  Guilds  " That  the  members  of  e 
New  Swindon  Cooperative  Womens  Guild, 
knowing  that  a complete  and  generous  sys- 
tem of  education  will  fortify  the  state  ngainst 
civic  unrest,  and  enrich  the  lives  ot  indi- 
viduals, are  determined  to  oppose  any  so- 
called  economies  which  wiU_  restra-t  le 
development  of  a sound  and  efficient  system 
of  education." 

•*  Co-operation  and  the  World’s  Peace  ’ 
was  the  title  of  an  address  recently  Riven  by 
Mr  Sims  (Newbury  Society’s  education  com- 
mittee) at  a meeting.  oT  the  Newbury 
Women’s  Guild.  The  only  solution  foi  . 
world’s  peace  was  to  be  found,  he  said 
the  establishment  of  a League  of  Peoples, 
which  would  co-operate  and  combine  tlie 
interests  of  all.  Co-operation  was  tbe  om.v 
principle  bv  which  the  peace  and  prosperity 
of  the  world  could  be  obtained.  A League 
of  Nations  would  never  Solve  the  problem, 
for  several  of  tlie  oountrks  who  joined  were 
already  mistrusting  one  another,  and 
endeavouring  to  strengthen  their  armies 
and  navies. 

A new  Guild  branoh  has  roroiitly  been 
opened  at  Rhyl-  The  officials  are  Mrs. 
Rhodes  (president),  Mrs.  Smout  (vice-presi- 
dent) Mrs.  Grimston  (treasurer),  and  Miss 
M E’  Davies  (secretary) . Committee  mem- 
bers are:  Mes  dames  Evans,  Garni  an,  Bos- 
well and  Harrison.  Mrs.  Harsent  (Colwyn 
Bav)  spoke  on  "The  Guild:  Past,  Present, 
anci  Future.”  at  the  first  meeting  of  tlie 
branch,  urging  all  to  be  loyal  to  their  stores. 
Mr.  C.’  Townsend  gave  an  address  at  the 
second  meeting,  under  tlie  title  of  ' 1 Co- 
operative Humour.”  On  the  17th  ultimo  a 
whist  drive  was  lield,  when  Mesdames 
Williams  (Crescent-road) , WiHiams  (River- 
stroot),  Rhodes,  Jones,  and  W.  Hough  were 
the  priao  winners. 


At  a recent  conference  of  the  Bolton 
district  an  appeal  was  made  for  support  of 
the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 

Society’s  publications. 

Following  the  officials’  class  at  Hull,  an 
evening  gathering  took  place,  when  Mrs. 
Hackney  extended  tlie  welcome,  regretting 
the  absence,  through  sickness,  of  Mrs. 
Withers  (district  president)  and  Mrs. 

Matthews  (York).  District  Committee 

members  gave  brief  addresses  on  Guild 
.subjects,  and  a resolution  condemning  tlie 
Ministry  of  Health’s  proposal  to  reduce 
the  milk  supply  to  babies  and  expectant 
mothers  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mrs.  Dewsbury  (the  Guild  president)  has 
been  visiting  some  of  the  Lancashire 

branches.  On  February  1st  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
spoke  at  Nelson  on  " Women  on  Co-opera- 
tive Boards  afid  Committees,”  and  on 
February  2nd  she  spoke  to  Colne  Guild  on 
"The  Joint  Campaign  for  Trade  and 
Capital.”  The  following  week  Mrs.  Dews- 
bury visited  Blackburn.  Great  Harwood, 
and  Darwen  Guilds,  taking  as  her  subjects. 
“Tlie  Capital  Campaign,”  "International 
Cc-operation.”  and  “The  Guild:  Its  Place 
in  Co-operative  and  National  Life.” 


NO  BARRIERS ! 


“Woman’s  Outlook” 

SEES  TO  THAT. 

Australians  and  New  Zealanders 
ARE  NOW  ReADINC  OuR 
Magazine. 


March  Number  Out  This  Wctk. 


PLEA  FOR  THE  NURSERY 
SCHOOLS. 

[By  a.  Woman  Correspondent.] 

What  of  the  proposal  to  raise  the  age  at 
which  children  enter  the  elementary  school 
to  six  years  ? 

Of  course,  those  who  can  provide  nurseries 
and  governesses  for  their  children  at  home 
exclaim,  ” Quite  soon  enough  to  bother  a 
child  about  school,  and  then  look  at  the 
saving!  Teachers  and  apparatus  for  these 
infant  classes  will  become  unnecessary,  and 
there  will  be  sufficient  accommodation  for 
the  older  scholars  without  additional 
building!” 

But  wliat  of  the  child? 

A thoughtful  person,  who  knows  anything 
of  the  conditions  under  which  tlie  woikers’ 
children  are  reared,  realises  at  once  thu 
losses  the  diild  will  sustaiu  physically,  men- 
tally, and  morally  from  tbe  proponed  cuts. 
The  child  from  a comfortable  home  will  be 
robbed  of  a training  that  the  best  of  parents 
cannot  fully  provide,  while  the  lot  of  the 
little  ones  from  the  crowded  homes  of  our 
industrial  town®  will  be  sad  indeed. 

They  will  miss  those  happy  play  hours 
during  which  they  were  unconsciously  pre- 
pared for  the  actual  study  to  come  later  in 
school  life.  Instead  of  a warm,  airy,  and 
well-ventilated  room  iu  which  to  piny  with 
other  children  of  the  same  age,  under  trained 
guidance,  with  selected  materials  and  toys, 
they  will  have  to  pass  their  days  either  in 
poky  back  yards,  in  back  streets,  or  by  in- 
cessantly getting  into  mother’s  way  in  a 
stuffy  room  where  no  special  provision  can  bo 
made  Ur  them. 

The  risks  of  necidients  both  in  and  out  of 
doers  are  numerous,  while  the  atmosphere 
breathed  is  far  from  healthy  ; in,  fact,  is  often 
deadly  with  genus. 

We  all  know  the  kind  of  training  young 
children  get  in  average  homes.  They  are 
given  ‘ ‘ something  to  keep  them  quiet.” 
When  toys  will  not  suffice,  food  and  sweets 
ar?  given,  which  play  havoc  with  digestion. 

As  they  get  older,  the  youngsters  are  often 
left  to  amuse  themselves,  which  generally 
means  getting  into  mischief,  followed  by 
whippings  which  they  do  not  really 
deserve.  Or  they  are  overwhelmed  with 
varieties-  of  toys  of  all  descriptions,  w hich 
develop  the  habit  of  never  playing  long  w ith 
anv  one,  and  in  the  end  there  comes  irrita- 
bility and  selfishness,  and  the  little  ones 
are  spoilt. 

Now  nursery  schools  or  kindergarten 
classes  form  a splendid  training  ground 
where  children  gradually  form  habits  of 
concentration  and  of  working  and  playing 
unselfishly  with  iCitbens,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  beoome  acquainted  with  school 
methods  and  apparatus  in  the  pleasantest  of 
ways. 

It  is  not  the  child’s  fault  that  home  sur- 
roundings are  not  all  to  be  desired ; that 
mother  has  not  had  the  training  (and  has 
certainly  not  the  time)  necessary  to  develop 
the  wonderful  little  body,  mind,  and  heart 
to  the  perfection  which  by  nature  is  its 
birthright. 

More,  infinitely  more  provision  for  cur 
young  children  is  required.  We  were  pro- 
mised more  nursery  schools  by  the  Fisher 
Education  Act — now  we  are  threatened 
with  the  loss  of  tlie  few'  we  have. 

I appeaT  to  my  felloiv-vvomen  co-opera- 
tors to  so  influence  others  that  at  the  next 
General  Election  the  women’s  vote  shall 
decide  that  in  whatever  direction  national 
expenditure  is  curtailed  it  must  not  be 
at  tlie  expense  of  the  children. 


IDENTICAL  INTERESTS? 


Dear  Madam, — I was  surprised  to  not.? 
that  Mrs.  Greenwood,  speaking  at  the  North 
Lancashire  District  Conference  (Women’s 
Guild),  held  at  Preston  on  the  4th  inst.,  is 
stated  to  have  said  that  "the  interests  nf 
the  two  committees  (management  and  edu- 
cational) were  not  identical,  and  required 
different  types  of  persons.” 

This  is  an  expression  of  opinion  that  is 
becoming  all  fco  common  in  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  and  I submit  that  it  Is 
entirely  fallacious,  and  there  can  be  no  real 
progress  while  those  who  ought  to  know 
better  still  hold  to  it  and  continue  to 
expound  it. 

The  interests  of  the  two  committees  are 
surely  to  work  towards  the  establishment  of 
a Co-operative  Commonwealth,  and  we  ean 
only  attain  suoh  an  end  by  tlie  unit-id  effort 
of  nil  concerned. 

The  interests  of  tlie  two  committees  are 
identical,  and  until  this  is  realised  nTost 
fully,  and  we  have  perfect  confidence  be- 
tween them  everywhere,  we  may  drift  along 
somehow,  but  we  cannot  have  much  hope. — 
Yoursjaith fully,  Henry  Kelly, 

Educational  Secretary,  Liverpool  Co- 
operative Society  Limited. 


In  the  report  of  tlie  Dewsbury  District 
Guild  Conference  in  tlie  “ Women’s  Pages  ” 
of  February  4tli, -Mrs.  Dewsbury  was  made 
to  say  that  each  year  the  members  of  the 
Central  Committee  retire'.  That  is  true  of 
the  present  vear,  and  presuming  that  the 
four  to  be  elected  serve  tlie  full  term  for 
which  they  are  eligible,  may  be  true  again  in 
three  years’  time,  but  is  not  truo  each 
year.  Hie  eight  member®  of  tire  Central 
Committee  are  elected  each  year — one  from 
each  section,  but  are  only  eligible  for  elec- 
tion for  three  consecutive  years.  After  three 
years  on  the  Central  Committee  a member 
must  not  stand  for  either  the  commit  too  or 
the  sectional  council  fox  at  least  one  year. 
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WOMEN'S  PAGES. 


THE  DEAD  HAND  OF  VESTED  INTERESTS. 

WHAT  CO-OPERATORS  ARE  OUT  FOR. 


SOME  BREAD  AND  BUTTER 
FACTS. 

There  was  a'  large  attendance  at  the 
Derby  district  conference,  held  at  Langley 
Mill  on  Saturday ' last,  alien  Mrs.  Pulford 
(vice-president  of  the  local  branch)  extended 
the  welcome.  Mrs.  Angell  (Langley  Mill) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  Mrs.  E. -Christie 
(organiser  to  the  Co-operative  Political 
Party)  spoke  on  “ Co-operative  Needs  and 
the  Sources  of  Supply.” 

Co-operators  must  get  at  the  sources  of 
supply,  said  the  speaker,  for  the  three  fol- 
lowing reasons: — (1)  Physical  needs;  (2) 
mental  requirements;  (3)  spiritual  develop- 
ment. They  must  get  down  to  bread  and 
butter  facts;  for  economic  needs  were  basic. 

Co-operative  pioneers  realised  the  import- 
ance of  physical  needs.  And  seeing 

that  industry  failed  to  contribute  towards 
human  well-being,  these  pioneers  planned 
to  take,  over  the  control  cf  industry. 

Dealing  with  later  events,  the  speaker 
told  how  tlie  Co-operative  Parliamentary 
Committee  had  tried  for  years  to  remove  the 
embargo  on  Canadian  cattle,  but  had  to 
confess  that  vested  interests  had  been  able 
to  place  a dead  hand  on  the  sources  of  sup- 
ply. The  Traders’  Defence  Associations 
held  back  the  benefits  which  the  people 
ought  to  have. 

Yet  the  co-operative  movement  was 
started  to  break  down  barriers  that  there 
might  be  a continuous  flow  of  goods  to  the 
people.  While  taxes  remained  on  foodstuffs 
their  work  would  not  be  accomplished. 

II  was  through  the- stores  that  the  house- 
wife got  her  supplies,  and  if  the  stores 
failed  to  break  down  the  barriers,  then  was 
the  time  ripe  for  action. 

Co-operators,  as  such,  were  out  to  elimi- 
nate the  private  owner.  Those  averse  to 
tins  were  not  co-operators,  but  were  seeking 
to  use  the  movement  as  a temporary  means 
of  power.  Here  was  one  of  the  weakest 
links  in  the  co-operative  chain. 

The  present  system  of  industry  and 
finance  was  in  opposition  to  the  co-operative 
social  order.  Quite  recently  the  president 
of  the  London  Literary  Club  had  estimated 
that  £100,000,000  was  used  yearly  by  busi- 
ness men  in  legitimate  gambling.  The 
Government,  unable  to  perform  its  own 
duties,  called  together  a committee  of  busi- 
ness men  to  cut  down  expenditure— a com- 
mittee who  gambled  with  this  monstrous 
sum,  and  who  tapped  the  sources  of  supply  1 

Unemployment  was  the  result  of  a com- 
petitive system  and  war.  War  was  the 
result  of  a scramble  to  secure  the  basic 
things  of  industry.  On  the  sources  of  sup- 
ply rested  the  fingers  of  those  who  were 
autocrats,  and  not  until  they  had  been  re- 
moved could  co-operators  supply  themselves 
with  those  necessities. 

Whether  co-operative  politics  were 
favoured  or  not,  they  would  have  to  be 
recognised  if  the  oaptains  of  industry  and 
kings  of  finance  were  to  be  destroyed,  and 
to  destroy  them  the  interests  working  in  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  would  require  dis- 
lodging. 

Co-operative  education  was  more  needed 
to-day  than.  ever. 

The  fear  to  touch  politics  meant  that  co- 
operators  were  afraid  to  do  that  which  co- 
operative ideals  bade  them  do. 


WHAT  WE  ARE  UP  AGAINST. 

Mrs.  Shaw  (Willington)  asked  for  sugges- 
Ijons  for  propaganda  work.  In  reply,  Mrs. 
Christie  did  not  think  education  committees 
were  doing  all  they  might.  Fear  of  finances 
compelled  them  to  drop  much  of  their  work, 
especially  on  behalf  of  the  children.  On 
no  account,  should  this  be  neglected.  Guild 
members  were  simply  clamouring  for  One 
Day’s  Schools,  which  should  be  organised, 
and  the  broader  meanings  of  such  words  as 
“Socialism,”  “Parliament,”  and  “Gov- 
ernment” should  be  defined,  not  only  ac- 
cording to  the  dictionary,  but  according  to 
the  definitions' given  by  great  writers.  Con- 
certs should  come  last,  not  first,  on  edu- 
cational programmes. 

Mrs.  Redgate  (district  secretary)  agreed 
that  the  young  people's  needs  should  come 
first,  those  of  the  women  second,  with  the 
Men’s  Guilds  a,s  “ a runner-up.” 

Mrs.  Shipman  (Somercotes)  said  the 
woman  who  had  only  lOd.  to  spend  could- 
not  go  to  the  stores  and  spend  a shilling. 
Prices  in  different  societies  varied  consider- 
ably. She  mentioned  particularly  “Federa- 
tion ” flour. 

Mrs.  Angell  (Langley  Mill)  had  heard  the 
difference  in  flour  prices  attributed  to  the 
.cost  of  carriage. 

Mrs.'  Webb  (district  comrriittee  member) 
advocated  the  standardisation  of  goods,  the 
prices  of  jams,  jellies,  baking  powders,  &c., 
being  fixed.  More  women  were  wanted  on 
beards  and  committees.  Then  perhaps  men 
would  make  bettor  use  of  their  brains. 

Mrs.  Wrigley  (district  committee)  com- 
piained  that  trade  unionists  were  not  as 
co-operative  as  they-  might  be. 

Mrs.  Christie,  replying,  said : Teach  the 
disloyal  members.  Lack  of  education  is  the 
root  of  all  evil.  Trade  unionists  were 
awakening. 

An  educational  committee  member  ex- 
plained that  the  Federation  of  British 
Industries  represented  an  association 
formed  during  the  war,  which  was 
greatly  opposed  to  the  working  classes. 
Long  years  ago  it  was  thought  co-operation 
would  revolutionise  the  world.  Conditions 
had  certainly  improved,  but  much  was  yet 
desired  ere  the  Rochdale  principles  found 
true  expression. 

Mrs.  Jones  (district  committee)  asked  if 
people  opposed  to  CQ-operative  principles 
should  be  speakers  at  co-operative  meetings. 

Mrs.  Christie : If  such  come  to  teach  us, 
“No.”  If  they  come  to  learn,  “ Yes.” 

Mr.  Christie  (Torquay  educational  com- 
mittee) spoke  on  behalf  of  tlie  young  people. 
Some  of  the  grown-ups,  he  said,  have  fixed 
ideas,  and  are  difficult  to  move. 

Moving  the  vote  of  thanks,  Mrs.  Webb 
(district  committee)  put  forward  the  plea 
for  more  productive  factories;  and  Mr. 
Burke  (president  of  the  society),  seconding, 
said  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  had  yet  to 
be  learnt  in  the  movement.  The  fact  was 
they  were  up  against  human  nature  in  tlie 
co-operative  movement.  Politics  made  for 
limited  freedom,  and  would  not  regenerate 
the  world. 

As  a last  word,  Mrs.  Christie  said  she 
was  out  to  regenerate  politics,  and  co- 
operative principles  were  changing  human 
nature.  Co-operators  had  decided  to  enter 
the  political  sphere,  help  for  which  would 
be  required  from  purse  and  united  action. 


TRADE  AND  EFFICIENCY. 

WOMEN  CRITICISE  CO-OPERATIVE  METHODS. 


Among  the  subjects  taken  up  at  the  Guild 
All-Councils’  meeting,  held  recently  at 
Derby,  and  reported  in  our  “ Pages,”  was 
that  of  “ Trading  Difficulties : Members, 
Societies,  and  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society.” 

Mrs.  Dewsbury  (the  Guild  President)  in- 
troduced the  question,  and  in  urging  that 
members’  trade  should  be  increased,  pointed 
out  the  danger  of  taking  money  from  re- 
serve funds  to  increase  the  dividend.  Some 
of  the  suggested  ways  of  increasing  trade, 
she  said,  were  by  national  advertising 
articles  in  periodicals,  special  lines  at  fixed 
prices,  special  window  displays,  and  by 
visits  to  productive  works;  by  more  educa- 
tion amongst  co-operative  employees;  by 
addresses  at  Guild  meetings;  by  sales  in 
Guild  rooms:  and  by  co-operative  exhibi- 
tions with  sales  departments. 

The  discussion  brought  out  the  need  for 
amalgamation. 

Mrs.  Toon  (of  the  Southern  Section)  felt 
this  would  prove  a great  source  of  economy, 
airs.  Matt  Lewis  (Western  Section)  also 
agreed  amalgamation  was  important-,  and 
raid  sectional  board  members  should  take 
stronger  action.  To  talk  of  fighting  com- 
petition outside  was  absurd  in  face  of  the 
competition  within  the  movement. 

Mrs.  Prosser  (Central  Committee)  said  the 
stocking  of  C.W.S.  goods  answered  well  up 
to  the  war  period,  and  Mrs.  Close  (also  of 
the  C.C.)  said  it  was  all  right  tnlking  loyalty 
to  the  rank-and-file,  but  loyalty  was  wanted 
fiom  those  “ at  tlie  top.”  It  was  also 
vitally  important  that  members  learnt  to 
gjd^  ' Untle^sta^I  ^ct^'bp^rative  balance  ; 

Sirs-  1 TrijOTCoot  t (ikfe'aw- -SSrtM,) 
thought  the  teaching  of  the  Union  was  not 
At  I°r  co-operative  employees,  and 

Wrs-  Pegg  (Midland  Section)  pointed  out 


how  “ outside  ” firms  made  concessions  not 
granted  by  the  movement. 

. At  this  stage  the  business  methods  of 
the  C.W.S.  were  criticised  by  Mrs.  Bird 
(Southern  Section),  Mrs.  Matthews  (Lanca- 
shire Section),  and  others;  and  Mrs.  Barton 
while  admitting  it  was  essential  they  should 
start  and  see  that  things  were  right  at  the 
top,  said  that  was  only  touching  tlie  fringe. 
Education  amongst  co-operative  members 
and  amongst  local  managers  and  officials 
was  necessary.  They  must  start  and  re- 
organise all  round. 

Mrs.  Robinson  (Sheffield)  told  how  they 
had  invited  their  drapery  manager  to  come 
and  tell  the  women  what  their  society  sold. 

The  discussion  was  continued  by  other 
speakers  including  Mrs.  Taylor  (Barry 
Dock),  Mrs.  Russell  (Birkenhead),  Mrs. 
Snuth  (Ton  Pentre),  Mrs.  Moore  (Southern 
Section),  who  felt  that  educational  commit- 
tees should  do  more  real  co-onerative  pro- 
paganda work  Mrs.  Adams  (Walsall  Wood), 
5^  , ~r?‘,  AU  the  speeches  proved  that 

Guild  officials  realise  co-operative  trade  can 
only  be  retained  by  efficiency  in  all  depart- 
ments, and  that  the  movement  will  have  to 
severely  overhaul  it-s  machinery  if  it  is  to 
successfully  compete  with  other  traders. 


Next  weok: 
" Canvassing.” 


1 News  ” 


At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Porthcawl 
Guild,  Mrs.  Harry,  a delegate  to  the 
Cardiff-  - Conference,  gave  an  address  on 
y Men’s  and  Women’s  Guilds : Their 
OTgffltBfitttffi  artd  Wdrttv*  'Every ' idem  ber 
brought  a co-operative  neighbour,  hoping 
thereby  to  increase  the  membership  of  the 
guild  and  the  society. 


GUILD  GOVERNMENT. 


NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  TO  STAND  FOR  NEWSPAPER  BOARD. 


CONGRESS  AND  CONFERENCES. 


A Centrai,  Committee  meeting  wa/s  held  on 
January  26th  at  Derby,  with  .Mrs.  Dews- 
bury in  the  chair.  Among  others  present 
were  Mrs.  Layton,  Mrs.  Green,  Mrs.  Blair. 
Mrs.  Close,  Mrs.  Millman,  Mrs.  Penuy, 
Mrs.  Prosser,  and  tlie  General  Secretary. 

Out  of  the  business  arising,  the  following 
items  were  discussed  : — 

The  question  of  Mrs.  Barton  standing 
for  re-election  to  the  Newspaper  Board 
was  considered,  and  it  was  finally  agreed 
that  while  the  Central  Committee  warmly 
appreciated  her  services  on  the  Board,  it 
was  desirable,  as  the  meetings  were  in 
Manchester,  that  she  should  be  asked  not 
to  stand  again,  to  which  Mrs.  Barton- 
agreed. 

It  was  then  agreed  that  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
he  asked  to  stand.  This  was  carried  unani- 
mously, and  it  was  agreed  that  a special, 
circular  to  branches,  on  her  candidature 
fehonld  be  sent  out  as  soon  ns  possible. 

Sectional  Conferences. — “ UneniDlovmeut 
and  Co-operative  Trade”  was  decided  on 
as  the-  subject  for  the  spring  sectional  con- 
ferences, .and  it  was  agreed  that  the  secre- 
taries take  as  many  of  the  conferences  as 
.possible,  speakers  for  the  rest  to  be  left  to 
the  office  to  arrange. 

.Report  of  Representative  on  Central 
Educational  Committee. — Arising  out  of 
this- the  question  of  mixed  guilds  was  dis- 
cussed. It  was  decided  to  ask  the  Men's 


Guild  to  appoint  representatives  to  mcefc 
a deputation  consisting  of  the  president 
vice-president,  and  the  two  secretaries  of 
the  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild,  to  dis- 
cuss the  position  and  the  possibility  of 
developing  joint  work  between  the  Men  s 
and  Women’s  Guilds. 

Guild  Annual  Congress. — It  was  reported 
that  Sheffield  wished  . to  invite  Congress 
for  .1923,  while  an  invitation  was  also 
expected  from  the  AVestern  Section.  Tt 
was  clearly  the  turn  of  the  Western  Sec- 
tion, but  there  was  much  to  he  said  'for 
altering  the  order  of  rotation  so  as  to  get 
Congress  alternately  in  the  north  and 
south  of  the  country.  It  was  agreed  to 
inform  Sheffield  that  it  would  be  the  turn 
of  the  -Western  Section  in  1923,  hut  that 
the  question  of  altering  the  order  of  rota- 
tion after  1923  would  come  up  at  Congress, 
and  to  ask  them  to  withdraw  their 
invitation. 

Reports  on  Standing  Joint  Committee 
iTndl  Joint  Disarmament  Committee. — The 
General  Secretary  reported  on  these,  and 
an  invitation  to  affiliate  to  the  National 
Peace  Council  was  considered.  It  was 
decided  to  adhere  to  the  usual  policy  of 
affiliating  only  with  co-operative  and  indus- 
trial bodies. 

Guild  History. — Arrangements  for  the 
writing  of  this  were  considered. 

Date  of  next  Meeting. — This  was  fixed 
for  April  25th  and  26th. 


ALL  CASES  OF 
DEFECTIVE  OR  PAINFUL 
VISION 

SHOULD  BE  REFERRED  TO 

Optical  Department 

C.W.  S.  Limited, 

Which  is  conducted  hy  a staff  of  Assistants,  fully  qualified 
by  examination. 

Avoid  experiments  (eyesight  is  precious),  and  be  assured  of 

Accuracy,  Comfort,  Satisfaction,  Appearance. 


Our  Latest  Innovation.— “ Eyeform  ” Lenses. 


Advantages  : — 

© 

Larger  Field  of  Vision. 
Clearer  Definition  at  any 
angle. 

The  eye  can  rotate  in- 
stead of  the  head  to 
obtain  range. 
Neater  in  Appearance. 

£=QQ©GG©=3 


Modern  Lens 
“ Eyeform  ’ 
(Form  to  ihe  Eye). 


Advice  Free  without  any  obligation  of  Purchase. 

— Prices  Moderate , and  Quality  Guaranteed.  — 

C=0O0OCO=> 

For  full  particulars  of  this  service  inquire  of  your 
Store  Manager,  or 

C.W.S.  Limited, 

Optical  and  Photographic  Dept., 


MANCHESTER: 

Balloon  Street. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE: 

Waterloo  Street. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


names  and  addresses  a.  proof  oC  goJxl  (a,,h; 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  socn  «««  • .. 

sidered.  Addreis,  "The  Dot-tor,"  Co-opeiMive 
Long  Millgnte,  Manchester.] 


tod  to  write 


i ink, 


••  Co-opeiative 


“ Anger  Nails”  (”  B.  T.”).  -The  best 
treatment  of  these  loo^e  bits  of  skn.i  is  to 
cut  them  clean  off  with  a sharp  pan;  of  dean 
scissors,  and  to  paint  the  skin  afterwards 
with  tincture  of  iodine,  to  destroy  the  pos- 
sible germs  which  may  cause  trouble. 


1 Pendle  Hill”).— 
-pain  under  left 
pliill— pymts  to  the 


? Heart  Trouble 

Your  chief  syiiipte 

shoulder  on  walking  . . , ... 

possibility  of  heart  trouble,  but  only  alter  a . 
personal  examination  by  a doctor  (oul'.l  tins-, 
be  determined.  1 therefore  advise  tins  to  be, 
done.-  It  is  useless  my  giving  you  any 
“ advice  ’’  under  these  circumstances.  - 

How  to  Become  a Nurse  (“  E.  W.’  )•— 

The  three  years’  proLsliouership  m a train- 
ing hospital,  whore  a course  of  lectures  is 
given  by  a doctor,  followed  hv  an  examina- 
tion, and  a certificate  of  proficiency  are 
compulsory.  As  one  who  has  trained  hos- 
pital nurses,  I may  tell  you  that  the  ‘ job 
cf  training  is  by  no  means  light  tor  the 
nurses,  and  demands  considerable  physical 
and  mental  capacity  and  stick-at-it-ness. 

N 1-x R asthenia  (“  Progress  ”)-— The  medi- 
cine you  refer  to  is  all  right  for  your  condi- 
tion,'but  I'  do  not  care  to 'recomniend  any 
“suitable  laxative,”  preferring  to  trust  to 
suitable  diet  as  a cure  for  constipation,  such 
as  coarse  food,  brown  bread,-  oatmeal  por- 
ridge and  milk,  gt'een  vegetables,  fruit,  and 
such.  As  to  your  “ doing  something  to 
shake  off  the  dreaded  feeling,”  that  is  more 
a question  of  time  and  trusting  to  Nature 
than  to  drugs.  The  “ neuras  ” is  largely 
the  result  of  your  three  years  on  the  desert 
in  Egypt. 

Mental  Deficiency  (“R.  A.  C.”).— With 
mental  deficiency-  in  both  families,  I have 
no  hesitation  in' saying  that  the  risk  of  its 
reappearance  in  some  member  or  members 
of  the  possibly  future  family  is  considerable, 
and  I do  not  think  that  marriage  is  justifi- 
able in  vour  circumstances.  This  -is  niy  de- 
liberate' judgment,  after  considerable  ex- 
perience. This  disability  Juts  a tendency  to 
“ jump  over”  one  or  everf two  generations, 
only  to  affect  the  later  offspring.  The  in- 
fluence of  heredity  is  paramount  and  tin 
avoidable.  Pray,  pardon  my  candour,  but 
you  ask  my-  opinion,  and  “ niagna  est 
veritas.” 

A N.e-vus,  (“  Donal,d  ’_’).; — A ” neevus 
growth  on  the  skin  which  consists  of  a mass 
of  enlarged  and  tortuous  veins,  the  (but 
danger  from  which  is  its  tendency  to  grow 
bigger — and  so  involve  a larger  portion  of 
the  skin- thus  disfiguring-the  part,  and  it 
not  interfered  with  tending  to  burst.  oo 
long  as  it  is  not  growing  no  great  harm  is 
done  in  its  being  left  alone ; but  if  growing 
it  should  be  treated  by  operation—  either  by 
being  burnt  out  or  frozen— and  so  destroyed 
— or  by  being  erased  with  the  knife  ‘of  the 
surgeon.  Ta-ke  the  baby  to  a good  surgeon 
and  submit  it  to  bis  advice  ami  treatment. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  you  “ admire  our 
* straight  dealing  with  the  questions  sub- 
mitted in  this  column.”  . 

“ Optimist.” — Diabetes  is  suggested  by 
the  symptoms.  A medical  examination  of- 
the  urine  Would  help  the  diagnosis,  of  this. 
The  “premature  ageing  of  the  arteries  ” — a 
natural  result  of  oncoming  of  “ Anno 
Domini  ” — will  not  be  steadied  or  delayed, 
nor  will  the  deposits,  in  the  arteries  be 
cleared  by  buttermilk,  however  prepared*  or 
by  any  special  diiet  or  medicine,  though 
benefit  will  jjesmlt  by  minimising  the  amount 
of  butcher  meat  taken  and  increasing  the 
nmounf  of  out-oF-doors  exercise ; and  my 
best  advice  is  a confirmation  of  that  given 
by  y,cu,r  own  doctor,  viz.,  to  “ take  care  and 
not'  overstrain.”  - Many  thanks  for  your 
commendation  of  our  Medical  Column  as 
embodying  “a  great  amount  of  sturdy 
oommoiisense  found  in  the  answers  every 
wcok,  in  addition  to  the  medical  advice  given 
to  inquirers.” 

Re  Tumours,  Growths,  and  Such. — 
(“  l)arco  ”). — It  is  questionable  whether  the 
simple  forms  of  these^are  more  prevalent  in 
modern  times  than'  formerly — they,  are 
described  in  the  surgical  text  boohs  of  com- 
paratively “oldish”  times.  But  one  dis- 
uniting fact  is  that  “ cancerous  ” tumours 
and  growths  are  more  prevalent  in  recent 
times — and  this  in  spite  of  the  contention 
that  the  diagnosis  of  them,  by  doctors,  is 
now  jnore  accurately  made.  As  to  whether 
excessive  meat  eating  is  responsible  for  this 
increase,  that  is  a print  which  is  disputable. 
It  is  contended  that  vegetarianism  and 
fruitarinnism  lessen  the  tendency  to  cancer; 
but  the  assertion  that  non-meat  eaters  do 
not  have  it  is  negatived  by  the  fact  that  it 
occurs  in  the  rice  (and  such  like)  eating 
people  of  India.  China,  and  other  Eastern 
countries.  So  that  vegetarianism  is  nol,_ns_ 
you  assert  in.  your  leter,  “ the  only  remedy.” 
One  fact  in  the  pathology  jjf. eanoer-is  sigiii-" 
fictnit,  viz.,  that  the  “ cancer  cell  ” is  not  a 
new  cell  that  is  introduced  into  the  Lody 
from  without,  but  is  simply  altered- -from 
being  “innocent”  to  “malignant”;  that 
cancer  is  not  due  to  a “ germ,”  cr 
“ microbe*,”  or.  Tbacilltisj”.  .which  attacks 
the  body  from  uqtmout— hs’we  believe  do  the 
“ germs  “ of  diphtheria,  for  example — that 
it  is-fthereforo  not  “ infective  ” from  without 
but  Is  Ire,  to  some  deep-seated  alteration  of 
tlie  crll  tissues  from  within. 


CALENDAR. 


FEBRUARY. 

Midland  Section.— Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  tire  Co-operative  Hall,  Freeman-street, 
Grinisbv.  ot.  2-30  pan.  Subject  for  disous- 
Mo'n":'  “ Two  Articles  in  the  1 Co-opcral ivc 

- News’  of  January  14th  ”;  to  be  introduced 
.by  .'fr.  If.  Suvuge  (Grimsby).  - ..  . 

Northern  Section.- — Cumberland  and  Westmor- 
land District  Conference,  in -the  Co-openi- 
tive  Hall,  Curaon-sl  reef.  Mary  port,  ot  2-45. 
p.m.  Subject  for  discuss  ibn  : “ Loyalty. 
Speaker,  Mr.  G.  Riddle. 

Northern  Section.— South  Durham  and  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  DL-trict  Conference,  in 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  AVhithy-street,  West 
Hartlepool,,  at  2 p.m.  Subject  lor  di.scu-- 
eion  : ” Co-operative  Insurance."  I’aper  by 
Mr.  T.  1’.  Tmflord  (C.I.S.). 

North-Western.  Educational  At 


tiie  Best  for  tlie  Move 
Ir.  Foster.  Smith,  lJ.Sc. 


Add  re 


’ operaliv 

ot  3-15  p.m.  Suhji 
. tlie7  System  of  P.R. 

yt  men  t-V".  Speaker,  A 

' „ North-Western  Educational  Association  (Soutli- 
Wdst -Verkrhito  Group).— Annual  Meeting, 
on  the  Co-operative  Premises,  AlbioniStreet, 
Leeds,  ot  3 p.Jn.  Subject  for  dii 
" A Few  Thoughts  on  Education, 
by  Mr.  J.  C.  Oration. 

„ „ North-Western  Section.— Dewsbury  District 
Conference,  in  the  (united  Methodist  School, 
Huddersfield -road,  Ravensthorpe,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion:  “What’s  Wrong 

with  the ' Co-operative . Movement  V"  Paper 
by  Mr.1  A.  A.  Johnston  (Dewsbury). 

2 W.  Women’s  Guild.— Cumberland  Di-triet  COnfer- 

cnce,  in  the  Co-operative  Hull,  Cleutor 
Mohr,  nt  2-30  p.m. 

3 Th.  . Women's.  Guild— Slicerness  District  Conference, 

in  the  Devonshire  Rooms,  Snodland,  nt  '2-30 
.p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " International 
Co-operation."  Paper  by  Mrs.  Bussey  (dis- 
trict committee). 

5 S.  North-Western  Srclion. — Cheshire  and  North 
Waies.DisJriot  Confereqre,  in  the."  Pavilion," 
Mir-'gwyn-road,  Wrexham,  nt  3 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : "The  Question  of  Ad- 
vertising." Paper  by  Mr.  Duffy  (secretary, 
Wre.xhcm  Society). 

,,  „ North-Western  Section.— East  Yorkshire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  ct  10,  Albion-streat,  Leeds, 
at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " The 
Press  and  the  Co-operative  Movement";  to 
l>e  introduced  by  iMr.  L.  Fo'jliergill  (Leeds 
Cooperative  Party).  . 

:,  ,,  North-Western  Section. — Airedale  District  Con,- 
fererce,  in  the  Co  operative  Hall,  Westgate, 
Shipley,  ut  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 

•’  Comparisons  from  Balance  Sheets.”  Paper 
by  Mr.  N.  J.  Morton  (Windliill). 

„ „ North-Western  Convalescent  Homes  Associa- 
tion. — Annual  Meelirg,  in  the  C.W.S.  Dining- 
room, Balloon-street,  Manchester,  at  3-30 
p.m. 

„•  Northern  Sectional  Conference,  in  the  C.W.S. 
Dining  Hall,  West  Blandford-slreot,  Nev 
east  le-on-Ty  ne,  at  2-15  p.m.  Subject  fi 
discussion:  "Solidarity  in  the  Section,  an 
How  to  Achieve  It";  to  be  introduced  by 
Mr.  George  Riddle  (sectional  bon'd). 

„ „ Southern  Education  Association.— Conference 
in  the  Assembly  Hall,  90.  Leman-street, 
London,  E.,  (it  3 .p.m.-  Subject  for  discus 
fic.u  : " Co-operative  Organisation  of  Adoles 
cent  Education."  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Reeve; 
(Woolwich). 

,,  „ Women’s  Guild.— South  Yorkshire  District 
Conference,  in  the  Guild  , Room,  Glcadln 
read,  Co-operative  Society,  Ifeeley,  Sheinel 
nt  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussioi 
•i  Women  in  Co  operative  Life  ; National  and 
International."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Uusworth 
(Derby). 

25-26  Liv.t-pfrcl  See  idly  Is  Educational  Committee. 

Two  Days'  School,  in  the  Guild  Room,  t 
Stanlevrrcad,  Bcotle,  nt  6-30  p.m.  on  Sati 
dav,  and  3-30  and  6-30  p.m.  on  Sunday 
lecturer,  Miss  Constance  Kerr  (C.W.S. 
Soap  Works,  Irlum).  Subject  : " The  New 
World  of  Industry." 

,,  ,,  Midland  Educational  Secretaries'  Associati 

Week-end  School,  in  the  Educational  Room, 
Exchange-street,  Derby.  Lecturer,  (Mi 
Reeves  (Woolwich). 

28  Tu.  Women's  Guild  (Birmingham  and  Stafford 

Districts). — Conference  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  Stafford,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis 
mission  : " International  • Co  operation." 

Address  by  Mrs.  Cottrell  (Midland  Sectional 
Board). 

MARCH 

11  S.  Southern  Sectional  Conference,  Tli  the  C.W.S. 

Assembly  Room,  Leman-street,  London,  E.1 
nt  2-30  p.m.  _ Subject  for*  discussion  ; "In 
, tensive  Co-operative  Production."  Speaker, 

MT.  Fred  Brairtlev. 

*11-12  Sheerness  Society's  Kdueatioa  -Department. 

Week-end  Sohool.  on  tlie  Society's  Premusi 
Sheerness,  at  2-30  and  6-30  p.m.  on  Satu 
day,  und  11  o.m.  and.  3 p.m.  on  Sunday 
Lecturer,  Professor  F.  Hall,  SI. A 


HE  CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  Ld., 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT, 

Holyoake  Horn:,  Hanover  Street,  Manchester. 

Copies  of  Circulars  relating  to  the  following  matters, 
may  be  had  on  application  : 

, — Forthcoming  Examinations: 

Examination  dates  arid  last  dates  for  re- 
ceiving applications  to  sit  lor  examination. 

,— Easter  Week-end  of  1922. 

To  be  held  at  Gloucester.  All  Co- 
operators  welcome. 

3.  — Jubilee  Research  Scholarships  (Two) 

Value  £40  each. 

4. —  Prizj  Essay  Scheme  for  the  present 

session : 

Subject:  “ How  can  Co-operators  best  apply  the 
Lessons  of  the  War  in  their  Educational  Work." 

5.  — British (Adu  t)  Summer  Schools, 1922 

(Ready  February  20th). 

International  Summer  School  at 
Brussels,  July  22nd  to  August  8th 

(Ready  March  1st). 


PAY  DIVIDENDS 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
ALLIED  WORKEBS-TheN.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  " Readable  "Trade  UlToi 

taper.  Published  fortnightly 

' on  Saturdays).  Price  2d., 
trom  bicn-b  secretaries,  or  3d. 
roit  tree  from  Central  Office— 
"Oaklev,"  Wilmslew  Road. 
Follnwfield.  Manchester 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


Bakery  and  confectionery.— Wanted, 

rough lv  cuuable  MAN  to  work  under 
WORKING  FOREMAN -* 


gen: 


xprr 


bread,  morning  goods,  sponges,  slabs,  cream 
:c. ; gi.vnl  organiser;  new  bakery;  drawplsite 
laehinery;  present  trade  70  sacks,  capable  of 
great  improvement ; r.orie  but  experienced  men  witli 
good  record  r.  ed  apply.— Give  full  particulars  in 
first  letter  us  to  experience,  positions  held,  ege,  salary 
required,  to  Manager,  Co-op:rutivo  Society,  Percy- 
street,  Wolrit 


COOPERATIVE  FRIENDLY  SOCIETY 
fir.vt -class  ENGINEERING 
nnpetent  to  repair  motor 
l'g  plant. — Applications 
,...eer,  stating  age,  ex- 
rcacti  tlie  Conunittee  not 


MECHANIC;  tin  roughly  < 
vehicles;  electrical  refrig* 

In  writing,  endorsed  " Engi 
perier.ee  and  reference! 


Tuesday,  February  28th. — T. 


- . LIMITED.— Wanted,  an  exi>erielic.?(l  HEAD- 
DRESSMAKER;  capable  of  cutting  and  fitting  for  good 
medium  class  trade;  none  but  first-class  hands  need 
apply.— Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  and 
salary  required,  accompanied  by  references,  to  be  sent 
in  not -later  than  first  post  on  Wednesday.  Feb.  22nd. 


DRAPERY,  OUTFITTING.  BOOTS.— MANAGER  Re- 
quired with  good  aU-niund  experience;  splendid 
opening  for  keen,  energetic  man. — Applications,  with 
full  particulars,  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Baker- 
street,  Weston-super-Mare,  not  later  than  Wednesday, 
February  22nd. • ' 

DRAPERY.— Wanted,  smart  YOUNG  LADY,  tho- 
roughly experienced  in  - haberdashery,  to  take 
charge  under  supervision  of  drapery  manager.—  Apply, 
statirg  age,  experience,  and  wages  required,  to  Draper}' 
Manager  Sheffield  and  Eeclesnll  Cooperative  Society 

Limited,’ The  Arcade,  EcclesaU-road,  Slieflield. 

CO-OPERATIVE  SO: 
ving  to  death  of  man- 
ager, a successor  is  required  to  act  as  MANAGER  and 
SECRETARY;  general  count ry  district  business;  an- 
nual sales  over  £34, COO;  state  age,  salary  required, 
experience,  &-c. — Apolicalions  to  be  received  by  the 


i ii  'ii" 


i not  later  than  February  24th. 


Os 


ECONOMICAL  and  SURE. 
INVESTIGATE  AND  DIS- 
COVER the  SAVING 
IN  TIME  and  COJT* 
VF.NIENCE8  youwill 
obtain. 

G.  H.  CLEDHILL  AND 
SONS  LTD.. 

24,  Trinity  Work*.  Halifax 


PLEX  DUPLICATOR 

It  prints  perfeclcopits  of  Drawingi, Concert  Sc 
Dance  Programmer,  Tickets,  Testimonials. 
Circulns.  &c..  and  is  ideal  for  Clubs,  Organ- 
isations, and  Sociclies,  &c.  Frices  : P.C.  6 6, 
OclavoS  (t.  Q'to  10  6.  F"scap  12  6,  Pnslagt  I - 
J.  PODMOBE  & Co.  Ltd.,  Dept.  16.  Southport 
ar.d  al  67,  69.  Chancery  Lone.  London.  W.C. 


IXTANTED,  bv  a small  society  (156  members).  .MAN 
Y v as  MANAGER-SECRETARY : good  proapeets  for 
progressive  man;  one  used  to  co-operative  stores  pre- 
ferred; grocery,  draperv,  and  general;  knowledge  ot 
Welsh  essential ; house'  provided.— State  age,  wages, 
and  recent  testimonials,  endorsed  " Manager,"  not 
later  than  February  21st,  to  Llamlegfnn  und  District 
Co-operative  Society,  Tegfan  Stores,,  Llandegtun, 
Mei  .n  Hi  idge,  \i  glesey.  . 

TITAN'I  ED,  FEMALE  DRAPKRX  ASSIST  A NT;  al.ln 
to  serve  through;  N.U.D.A.W.  wages  paid.— 
Applv  in  wrifirg,  stating  age  and  experience,  not  lnler 
than  Febriuiry  22nd,  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  18, 

-Main-road , Annesley  Woodliou.se,  Notts. 

1717'ANTED,  bj  the* -New  Swindon  Industrial  Oo- 
H operative  Society  Ltd.,  smart  LADY  ASSIST- 
ANT to  take  charge  of  country  drapery  branch;  know- 
ledge of  hoot  and  outfitting  depArtments  a qualifica- 
tion.—Apply  to  General  Secretary,  13,  East-street, 
statii  g age  and  experience.  N.LID.A.W.  scale  of  wages 



WT ANUlEiL^a  smart,  competent  FEMALE  CONPEC- 
TT  TIONER  b i op  airs  new  business— Apply  by 
letter  oniv,  •t.itirg  nge,  wage  required,  and  experience 
(references  r.nlv),  Gk;s-op  Dule  New  Industrial  Co- 
operative Sx'iefv  Ltd.,  2,  Railway-street.  Glcssop,  not 
taler  than  February  23rd,  endorsed  “ Confictionor." 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
JOHN  TuiuvF.it.  General  Secretary.,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  mid  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Mnlct-sl reel,.  London.  W:t'.l.  • 

BAKER  and  CONFECTIONER ; single,  aged  38; 

well  up  in  bread,  cakes,  smalls,  feeing,  piping:  seeks 
Sit.;  good  refs.— Box  42.  " Co-oporntive  News."  31/ r. 
AKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grado 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banpikld,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  ot  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67.  Sydney-slreet.  London,  S.W. 

BOOT  DEPARTMENT.— Advertiser  seeks  Re-engnge- 
ment  as  MANAGER;  7 years'  co-operative  experi- 
ence; 12  year-  present  family -retail  business  os  work- 
ing murager;  fully  experienced  all  depart nientn^  buy- 
ing, &c. ; change  required. —Address  "Worker,"  Box 

17,' 1 ' Qb-bper'atiYC  News,”  Manchester.  ~ 

TTTvKKH  and  CoNFK(  TIONER  s-ek--  Silualn  ii  (age 
■ > 20)  as  IMPROVER;  good  at  smalls,  pies,  and 
good  mixer;  not  afraid  <>f  work;  gdod  references.— 

Box  46,  " Co-opera t^e  News,"  Mancheater.'  . 

T»6oT  DEPARTMENT.— YOUNG  MAN  seeks  Poei- 
o lion  as  ASSISTANT;  5 years’  experiences  age 
20-  smart  and  energetic.— W.  CURRY,  8,  Union-street, 
Kent. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manufac- 
turing SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Address,  Fulton  StIiket.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 


STOCKPORT  INDUSTRIAL  AND  EQUITABLE 
G 1-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 


ELECTION  OF 
DIBECT0BS 

FOR  THE 

Droylsden 
Co-operative 
Sundries 
Manufacturing 
Society  Ltd. 


The  Stockn.n  t -Society  resueelfullu  solicit  your  Vote 
and  Support  for  their  Nominee, 

Mr.  PETER  B.  JACK 

Mr.  Jnck  has  been  a member  of  our  Management 
Committee  for  a number  of  years.  He  is  a strong  Co- 
operator  and  an  nettvo  Trade  Unionist,  and  iu  our 
opinion  he  la  well  fitted  to  occupy  the  position  for 
which  he  is  nominated. 

We  have,  therefore,  every  confidence  in  recom- 
mending hlmjto  you,  and  we  ask  that  you  should 
reserve  one  vote  lor.blm. 


ist  be  fully  quali- 

.„,  r ...  .4  motors  in.  good 

repair,  and  to  be  responsible  for  the  mechanical  sec- 
tion of  the  traffic  department;  none  hut  those  with 
practical  experience  need  apply.— Write,  slating  oge, 
wage,  detailed  particulars  of  experience,  end  references, 
to  the  Secretary , Brightsidc  and  Cnrbrook  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.,  Kirkbridgc-foad,  Sheffield,  not  later  than 
February  21st,  and  endorse  application  " Motor 

Mechanic." . ■ - - 

NE  Of  the.  best  curing  houses  In  the  North  of 
Ireland,  shipping  North  of  Ireland  Roll  Bacon, 
Require*  a hard-working  COMMISSION  AGENT  with 
fir-' -class  connection  .amongst  co-operative  societies  in 
•he  Barnsley  and 'Sheffield  areas.— Applicants  should 
applv  giving  fullest  particulars.  An  opening  also  for 
MAN  in  the  Barrow,  Lancaster,  Westmorland,  and 
South  Cumberland  area. — MTIexRY  and  Maguire, 
Clones. 


S’1 


MART  MAN  Required  as  FULL-TIME  CANVASSER 
for  Grocery  anil  Mixed  Trade;  must  be  conver- 
with  co-operation  And  its  ideals,  and  be  a good 
talker;  able  to  investigate  complaint! 
rcjiort  thereon.— Applications,  stating 
quired,  experience, . to  Co-opei 
Newton  Abbot,  Dev'"  — ’ 


and  make  a 


THE  Co-operative  S«x>iety,  Goole,  Limited,  wish  to 
thank  all  applicants,  for  the  position  of  GENERAL 
MANAGER,  recently  advertised,  and  to  intimate  un 
appointment  lias  now  Jiec-n  made.  ..  

THE_Conunittee  of  the  Epping  Co-operative  Society 
be-  to  thank  all  unsuccessful  applicants  for  tin* 
position  of  GENERAL  MANAGER,  olid  intimate  the 
vacancy  is  now  filled. 


THE  Committee  of  the  Bolton  Co-operative  Society 
wish  to  thank  the  123  applicants  for  the  position 
of  BUTCHERING  MANAGER,  and  to  say  ifae  position 
has  now  been  filled. 


Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  tender 
the  applutmts  for  the  position 
of  DRAPERY  MANAGER,  und  desire  to  state  that 
the  position  1ms  been  filled. 


TWO  COMMISSION  AGENTS  Wai 
doubtcsJl.v  g'^sl 


d who  have 
iund  connections  amongst 

operative  societies  by  a first-class  firm  of  Irish  bacon 
curers  shipping  Belfast  hams,  smoked,  ex  tails,  and 
fresh ; one  in  the  Ayrshire,  Renfrewshire,  and  B<rde 
Counties  district:  and  one  working  Edinburgh.-  Fif< 
Kinross,  ami  Falkirk  area;  only  Jhns*  who  travel  the 
ground  regularly  .need_apply._  and  must  give  full 
particulars  as  to  how  often  customers  seen.  Ac.— App 
Box  45.  " l -i  r.iti N.  ' . ,’  V-  1* 

HE  BLBTCHLEY  AND  DISTRICT  CO.-OPERATIVE 

SOCIFTTY  LTD.— Owing  to  opening  of  new 
branch.-s  and  reorgarvLJir.g  -stall,  the  "above  society 
Require  a first-class  MAN  for  provision  counter.  Abo 
smart  MAN  for  grocery  counter;  must  be  a g'Kxl  sh«ip 
and  window  dresser,  and  used  to  soliciting  orders. — 
Apply,  stating  Sge,  experience,  and  _wage  required, 
the  above  uddn 


OOT  REPAIRER  or  ASSISTANT  at  boot  counter 
Requires  SITUATION;  aged  19.  5J  years  co- 
operative experience;  excellent  references.— Apply,  ‘ t. 

F.  B.,"  19,  Dorset  ), lace,  Faveraliain,  Kent.  

xYrAPERY  DEPARTMENT.— Expert  MANAGER 

iJ  w<-ks  RE-ENGAGEMENT;  at  present  doing  £500 
week;  N.U.C.,0.  wages;  highest  refs.— Apply,  Box 
, " Co-oporative  News,"  Sfuncbester. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  R HlBBBRD,  66.  Great  Prcscott-strcat,  London.  E.1.  _ 
O LECTUHK  SECRETARIES.— AMY  and  FRED 
HOBDAY  Require  ENGAGEMENTS;  Violin  and 
Piano;.  Concerts- or  Whole-Evening  Lecture  Recitals; 
popular,  classical,  educational;  extensive  repertoire. 
For  terms,  &<■’,  address,  F.  Hobhay,  Glenflold.  Leicct^cr. 
A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER':!  " MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 
. a success.  A show  built  to  phase.  • Ileper- 
foire  pro.;  terms  mod.— 15.  Warwick-stfcet,  Hulrne, 
Man  dies  tor. — Tel.  1163  Central.  


MISCELLANEOUS^ 

AGENTS.— 100  BOOKS,  4s.  Si/.,  carriage  paid,  cadi 
exmtainirg  100  money -earning  s'-crets;  sainple  Is. 
Crelundcd).— GI.RKVE8,  11-08.  Mawbey  M . Looddn,  S.W.  t. 

A ri'RA(TI\K  DISPLAY  I.K-TTERI  NO  lv--  1 

A Expert  Instruction,  2s.  0d.;  complete  Business 
putfil,  Tinted  Letters,  Figures,  Wordings,  &c  5-.  6d.( 
post  live. — Coiiwnv  Sign  Servuy.  Broadway,  II.irr-.wn_ 

EVONSITUtVU 'CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  reaTtlnng. 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Pri/.o,  National  Dairy  Stnwv, 
London;  produced  by  tlie  Cathedral  Dairy.  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors.  Exeter  Oo-operaUve  and  Indus- 

trial  Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwell-strect,  Exeter. 

T71REE:'— POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
J?  address ; also  particulars  of  money  making  spare- 
time  agency.— E.  Rriipord,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill, .London. 

NON  -SMELLING  FIRELIGHTERS. 
aD  PACKETS;  17h.  gr<~,  packet!. , samples  gr-Hi  - - 
& Address,  Firelight  Supplies,  Gorton.  Manchester. 

WORKING  A 44-llOUHS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Mad,  under  Ideal  Trade  JM  IMMm  *«“ 
- - 'Price*.  I^tabli.slud  1887. 


T.  II.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter.  Pendleton. 


’ not  later  than  February  22nd. 


-»tktaxTED,  capable,  firsbclaxs  MILLINER,  to  take 
W charge  of  millinery  and  ladies’  section;  two 
shops;  good  saleswoman  and  disciplinarian.— Applica- 
tions. stating  age.  experience,  and  salary  required, 
to  he  ‘sept  by  find  post,  Tuesday,  February  2h*y 
Nantymoel  Co-operative  Society. 


7=vFFICE  FURNITURE  and  APPLIANCES  of  oil 
O kimU  . BANK  PAPER;.  2".  per  ream ; C ARBONS, 
Jr  per  box  ol  ICO  »hects.-Wri.te  this  Productive  Society 
re  your  requirements,  the  Midland  Woodworkers  Ltd., 

163 ‘ Bristol-strc't,  Birmingham. 

ni||K  RarnTUv  Brilish  Co-operative  Society  I Ad.  beg 
T to  ..dom.  societies  that  they  have  PEGGIES, 
RUBBING  BOARDS,  and  BRUSH  STOCKS  always  on 
band,  and  can  give  quick  DESPATCH;  best  workman- 
chip  gun  ran  Iced.  A I ria  1 o rd cr_fc/d a i t ed._ 
SaXTANTED.  all  Co-operator,  when  in  Leed,  t„  DINK 
W at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  • 


February  18,  1922. 
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Aids 

Digestion. 


Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread- and- 
Butte’r  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

H oM  I S 


Flour  lias  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HOVIS  is  so  much  better  than  ~ 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


YOCR  BAKER  BAKES  IT. 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEROPE 

Brand. 


Address:  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL.  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  Brand. 

THE  BEST  FOR  ALL  WEAR. 

Ask  ab  your  Stores  for  them. 

CHAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  " Eccles,”  " Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX” 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  fiegister  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Bd„  London, 


Joseph  Balter  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

— FOR  - 

JAM  PLANTS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


Head  Offices:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE,  KINCSWAY.  LONDON,  W.C.  2,  1 
Tcltphont : PETERBOROUGH  30\.  Tckgrams : PIONEERS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH.  Works:  WILLE5DEN 
JUNCTION.  LONDON.  N.W.  10,  and  PETERBOROUGH,  Branches:  70,  WELLINGTON 
-STREET,  GLASGOW*  72,  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


— XZ>6e  Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes. 


: DRUMMER 

B 

■ ¥T|\f  r Q in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

B bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

H Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

B BRITISH  MADE . EDGES,  BOLTON. 

■ ■ ■ Makers  of  Edges'  "Sbolly  tBlue”  °S)olly  Qream 


€ 


wm 


CONFECTIONERY  TRAYS 

BOTTOMS  IN  ONE  PIECE. 


^ot0h 


Is  the  BOO©  Tot*, 
l w BO^S  w-  ", 
I Sm\rt" : RcltAblc  I 
tj’  l Best  VaIuc  : j 

1^‘K'wA'Welythefcjut.--.  L 

Crompton.  Boor  Alvutfids 


n 


Cbe  ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Alakers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Ox'ord  Shirtings,  Grandrelles,  Flannelette, 
Silcsias,  Llncnettes,  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Linings ; 
also  ol  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Ofiice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  fo&hd. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington  ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Cnlcheth  llell, 
Newehorch,  Near  Warr'igt 
or  Secretary,  Co-oporatlvo  Society,  Leigh,  Lai 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixlure 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  : : : Moderate  in  Price. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droytsden. 

WT  A TVT ' I * C*  r\  All  Co-operators  S’ 
/ nil  1 MZiL/f  Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Quurnutecd. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closing 
Twist.  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twist,  Ac.  Bindings 
Boob  Loops,  Skirt-  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agtnts  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Societg 

Makers  of  the  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-cfate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  MS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Rc'gd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  had  at  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 
Please  aik  f >r  them. 


I‘U 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

'AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPKRATrVK 
* BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE! 
OF  QUALITY 
: and r— — 1 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


£ --------  - - 


AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


* 

* 

* 


( Pelaw  Polish  I 

I STILL  SHINING.  I 

* ' i * 

*^***.****^*»*«.***#j^'#.«HlNf*****.*^***##***#**i*#*S«*JM»***********#*****#*******###*.**.#**#****#****. 
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good  Understandings — 

WHEATSHEAF  BOOTS 

Sold  at  all  Stores. 


BOOKS  TO  BUY 


Guide  to  Welfare 
Work. 

Bv  C.  U.  KERR  Will. 

illustrations  shewing  Welfare 
Wo  k in  operation  at  the 
C.W.S.  a.-d  other  Factories. 
2s.  net.  Post  free,  2s.  2d. 

People’s  Year  Book, 

1922. 

A Comprehensive  Survey  of 
the  Co-operative  and  Kindred 
Movements  throughout  the 
world.  2s.  6d.  net.  Post 
free,  3s. 


Published  by  the 

Co-operative  Press  Agency, 

BALLOON  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 


WHEATSHEAF  SHOES 

4* 

An  Important  announcement 
with  reference  to  popular  lines 
and  special  1922  designs  in 

WHEATSHEAF 

SHOES 

From  Leicester,  Rushden, 

Leeds,  Heckmondwikc,  Norwich, 
and  Derby  will  be  made  shortly j 

4* 

Meanwhile,  ask  lo  see  Whealsheaj 
Boots  and  Shoes— 

ON  SALE  at  YOUR  STORE 


When  your  lad  becomes  16  let  him  take  up 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

through  the  C.W.S.  Section. 

The  Local  Secretary  will  tell  you  about  it. 


The  Cap  that  Fits. 


A TALE  OF  A 


And  looking  whence  the  voice  had 
sprung, 

Remarked,,  You  have  a lusty  lung, 

But  never  mind  that  nameless  “ he,” 
I’m  just  about  to  have  my  tea, 

You  come  apd  join  me,  don’t  say  no, 
Come,  let  me  hear  your  tale  of  woe. 
And  Missus  Blind  came  in  a trice, 

For  Russet  tea  is  always  nice. 

The  tea  was  made,  the  table  spread, 
And  as  they  ate  and  drank  they  sped 
In  conversation  like  a flash, 

From  boys  and  girls  to  coal  and  hash  ! 


The  Best  Fire  Policy 


IS  THE  - 


Co-operative  Policy 


■ This  is  issued  by  the  Co-operative  Insurance 
i Society,  and  includes  properly  whilst 

1.  — Temporarily  removed  from  dwelling 

to  office  or  works. 

2.  — At  any  Bank • 

3.  — Deposited  in  any  laundry  or  trade 

premises. 

4.  — On  the  person. 

5.  — In  transit. 

As\  the  local  Co-operative  Insurance 
Agent  far  Prospectus  oj  the 

CT  C FIRE  POLICY 

♦ JL  THE  BEST  

109,  Corporation  St„  Manchester. 


'Twas  washing  day,  and  all  the  clothes 
Were  hanging  out  in  rows  and  rows, 

And  all  the  clothes  on  all  the  ropes 
Had  been  washed  white  with  Co-op.  soaps, 

Because  they  are  the  cheapest,  best, 

And  prove  their  worth  in  every  test. 

Now  Missus  Thrift  was  satisfied 
Her  morning’s  wash  was  nearly  dried, 

Her  face  was  bright,  her  hair  was  Heat, 

I-Ier  “ Wheatsheaf  ” shoes  shod  dainty 
feet, 

Her  Co-op.  blouse,  ’twas  good  to  see, 

Matched  her  plump  figure  to  a “ T ” ; 

A kindly  light  __ 

beams  in  her 
eyes, 

Ill-nature  in  her 
presence  dies. 

And  for  her 
neighbours’ 
good  she 
yearns, 

For.  as  she  lives,  ( 
she  reads  and1 
learns, 

Co-operation  is: 
the  plan 
Which  helps  her 
neighbours — 
wife  and  .man  ; 

And  she  believes 
that  her  Co-op., 

Means  more, 
much  more, 
than  keeping 
shop.  - - - 

There  inthesun's 
.bright  rays  she 

A ’’comely  matron  sweet  and  good,  They  talked  and  laughed,  they  talked 
Her  work  well  done,  demands  a fee,  and  sighed, 

And  Nature  cries,  11  It’s  time  for  tea  ! ” Then  Missus  Blind  abruptly  cried 
Just  then  she  heard  a voice  exclaim — O ! Have  you  heard  about  Co-op.  ? 
O1  Have  you  heard  that  what’s-his-name?  I They  say- the  dividend  will  drop, 

They  say  that  things  are  going  wrong, 
And'  that  the  Stores  won’t  last  for  long. 
Who  told  you  that  ? Yes,  I can  say— 
The  grocer-man  across  the  way. 

Then  Missus  Thrift  with  knowing  smile 
Looked  straight  at  Missus  Blind  a-wrhile, 
And  said,  my  dear,  I thought  that  you 
At  least  could  see  the  false  from  true, 
But  don't  expect  to  see  my  tears, 

I’ve  heard  that  yarn  for  twenty  years, 
And  this  is  true,  Co-op.  will  last; 

Till  you  and  I to  dust  have  passed. 

Said  Missus  Blind,  I am  a fool 
To  be  the  shopkeeper’s  soft  tool, 

But  thanks  tp  you,  now  I can  see 
Much  good  in  your  Society — 

(Three  boys  rushed  in — Dick,  Jack,  and  Sam, 

And  cried,  Bring  forth  the  Wholesale  jam  !). 

O,  bless  the  boys,  I’m  in  the  way— 

Good-bye,  I’ll  join  your  Stores  to-day. 

R.  S. 


MADE  AT  THE 


C.W.S.  Cap  Factory, 


MANCHESTER. 


SCHOOL  CAPS  ARE  A SPECIAL  STUDY. 


Managers  can  do  Good  Business  in  conjunction 
■ with  the  CAV.S.  Cap  Factory. 


LACTIC  CHEESE 

from  the 

C.W.S.  Button  Factory  at 
Brislington, 

Is  a most  Satisfactory 
Co-operative  Speciality. 


The  “FRIARY” 
BRAND 

Has  an  old-established 
::  ::  reputation.  ::  :: 

THE  ....... 

‘ ZUMZET 

BRAND 

Is  a Pure  Lactic  Curd, 
with  a Fine,  Creamy 
£ ::  Flavour.  ::  :: 

Ask  at  the  Stores  for  C.W.S. 

LACTIC  CHEESE 

" ZUMZET”  cr  " FRIARY"  Brand 

Your  Store  Manager  can  get  it  for 
you  without  any  trouble. 


Prepare  far  Shrove  Tuesday. 

C.W.S.  Self-Raising  Flour 

Makes  the  most  Pleasing 

PANCAKES. 

Ask  this  week  far  C.W.S.  S '/  Raising  Hour 
~-and  gel  ready. 


ASK  FOR  THE  FEBRUARY  . . 


NOW  READY. 


-.—•f 

i 

i 

i 


THE  PRODUCER” 


AT  YOUR  STORE. 


3d. 
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PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
RogisU-.v-U  an  a Newspaper. 


» DEAL  EDUCATIONAL 
EFFORT. 

SPECIAL  BOOK  OFFER  TO 
COMMITTEES. 

Co-operators  deal  in  ideas ; they 
practise  principles  ; they  are  a business 
class  of  idealists. 

From  the  materialistic  basis  of  capital, 
interest,  trade,  dividend,  and  assets  they 
have  emerged  into  the  realms  of  ethics 
and  moral  attributes. 

Imbued  with  the  social  instinct,  they 
have  developed  guilds  and  associations 
that  exist  in  an  atmosphere  of  good 
fellowship. 

Although  these  form  a co-operative 
whole,  they  exist  as  individual  units — 
each  doing  its  own  work  in  its  own  way, 
and  yet  subordinated  to  a common  end 
and  aim.  f 

This  division  of  interest  and  service 
has  its  peculiar  strength  and  its  par- 
ticular weakness. 

It  is  not  useful  to  discuss  the  lines  of 
demarcation  too  keenly,  or  lanes  of 
cleavage  may  develop  into  avenues 
impossible  of  co-ordination. 

But  they  can  be  drawn  together  by  the 
unccmscious  operation  of  the  co-operative 
principle  in  bookselling.  And  a good 
start  can  be  made  with  The  People’s 
Year  Book.  Every  education  com- 
mittee should  order  a dozen  copies 
and  make  a real  effort  to  secure 
their  distribution.  They  can  easily  sell 
six  or  seven  ; and  the  rest  should  be 
offered  as  prizes  for  essays  on  co-opera- 
tive subjects.  The  idea  is  a grand  one  ; 
which  education  committee  will  be  the 
first  to  adopt  it  ? — not  with  copies 
already  in  hand,  but  with  a new  order. 
The  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  which 
frankly  acknowledges  this  little  article 
to  be  an  advertisement,  will  be  glad  to 
hear.  We  are  listening. 

In  order  to  encourage  all  committees 
of  societies,  guilds,  and  branches  to  take 
advantage  of  this  motion  we  will  allow  a 
discount  of  25  per  cent,  on  orders  of  not 
less  than  a dozen  copies  received  before 
March  15th,  by  the  Co  operative  Press 
Agency,  i,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 

Thus,  comm  if  tees  can  have  twelve 
copies,  carriage  paid,  of  a half-crown 
volume  for  22s.  6d. ; and  by  making 
them  prize  volumes  for  local  essays  can 
extend  a knowledge  of  the  movement  in 
nn  attractive  and  informing  way. 


LUBRICATING  OILS 


MOTOR  VEHICLES, 

GAS  ENGINES, 
MACHINERY, 

DYNAMOS. 

SEWING  MACHINES’, 

Sic.,  from  the 

IRLAM  WORKS  OF  THE  C.W.S. 

ALWAYS  ASK  FOR 

C.W.S.  Lubricating  Oils. 

These  should  be  used  in 

Every  Co-operative  Works. 


TIE  UP  THE  AXE! 

THE  STATE  MUST  REALISE  THAT  THE  CHILD 
DOES  MATTER. 


WHAT  DO  THE  GEDDES  COMMITTEE  KNOW? 

By  W.  R.  RAE. 


The  Axe  has  fallen,  and  since  its  fall  we 
have  learnt  much.  We  have  been  told  how 
admirals  are  suppbrtcdphbw  many  .instructors 
arc  necessary  for  the  training  of  an  army 
cadet,  and  the  general  marvel  of  military 
muddle.  But  we  have  also  been  shown  the 
mind  of  the  critic  on  education  matters* 
and  there  is  therein  revealed  the  old,  old 
story — “ The  child  of  the  worker  doesn't  need, 
<Cr.” 

The  secondary  school  is  dismissed  with  a 
caution.  It  must  in  future  only  open  its 
doorsjto  a free  scholar  when  that  scholar  is 
worthy-  both  in  attainment  and  promise. 
No  reference  is  made  to  the  fact  that  in  most 
places  every  child  in  attendance  at  a secondary 
school,  even  when  the  parent  pays,  is  costing 
the  rates  and  taxes  more  than  the  amount’ 
spent  on  the  child  in  the  elementary  school. 
And  no  suggestion  is  found  that,  in  secondary 
schools,  teacheis  should  have  classes  of  sixty. 
I mention  these,  not  to  draw  attention  and 
to  attack,  but  to  show  the  bias  of  the  csitic. 
The  grSup  mind  of  the  C.eddes  Committee 
harmonises  on  this  one  point  at  least — 
'■  Secondary  education  way  be  necessary  and 
admissible  but  in  the  elementary  school  far 
too  much  has  been  attempted  and  far  loo  generous 
provision  made.  The  children  of  the  working 
classes  don't  need,  <t-c.” 

Hereditary  Bottom  Dogs. 

There  you  have  the  old,  old  story.  Once 
a manual  worker,  always  a worker ; and  your 
children  should  welcome  the  opportunity  of 
wearing  your  old  shoes.  The  son  of  a miner 
should  go  down  the  pit ; the  son  of  a joiner, 
practise  with  plane  and  chisel ; and  the  son 
of  the  farm  labourer  rejoice  in  his  inherited 
slavery.  • There  you  have  it ; and  in  the 
Geddes  Report  it  shines  forth  brightly. 

Leaving  the  spirit  and  atmosphere  of  the 
report  for  a moment,  let  us  look  at  the  sug- 
gestions. The  sixteen  millions  are  to  be 
saved  mainly  by 

(1)  Excluding  from  school  all  children 
under  six  years  of  age,  and 

(2)  Increasing  the  number  of  children  in 
each  teacher’s  class. 


There  is  also  the  hint  at  smaller  salaries 
for  teachers,  but  I think  I can  leave  that  with 
the  teachers  ahd  look  at  the  others. 

The  Morals  of  the  Street. 

Anyone  who  has  lived  in  a big  town  must 
have  seen  how  difficult  it  is  to  find  a play- 
ground for  children  other  than  the  street, 
with  its  traffic,  its  danger,  and  its  influence. 
And  the  town  dweller  knows,  too,  how  glad 
the  mother  is  whe^  she  remembers  that  the 
restless  young  imp,  having  escaped  from  her 
tenement  up  the  long  stair,  is  not  in  the 
street,  dodging  the  traffic,  and  learning  its 
morals ; but  is  in  a comfortable,  warm, 
pleasant  schoolroom  which  has  a safe  play- 
ground, even  if  small,  attached  to  it,  and  where 
he  can  come  to  no  harm  at  any  rate.  She 
took  him  there  when,  as  a young  rip  of  four- 


SHALL  WE  BOW  TO 
THE  AXE? 

“ The  opponents  to  the  education 
of  the  poor  assert,  that  even  being 
able  to  read  renders  the  lower 
classes  of  the  people  impatient  of 
labour,  dissatisfied  with  their  condi- 
tion, turbulent  in  their  dispositions, 
and  apt  to  find  fault  with  the 
religious  and  political  establishments 
of  the  country.  The  wants  of 
society,  say  they,  require  that*  some 
be  employed  in  the  lowest  and  most 
degrading  offices;  and  to  what  pur- 
pose will  it  be  to  improve  the  minds 
of  those  who  can  be  happy  only  in 
proportion  as  their  ideas  are  grovel- 
ling and  unrefined?" 

The  above  quotation  is  from 
James  Cleiand’s  ‘‘Annals  of 
Glasgow,"  published  in  1817.  The 
Geddes  Report  suggests  that-  the 
same  objections  to  the  educational 
improvement  of  the  masses  obtain  in 
some  quarters  to-day. 


and-a-half,  he  was  getting  beyond  her  just  a 
little,  and  she  has  noticed  that  he  has  im- 
proved in  many  ways  since,  while  the  other 
young  monkeys  who  never  go  to  \chool  are, 
&c.  Eh,  but  she  is  glad  that  Tommy  is 
at  school. 

She  is  not  to  have  that  joy  if  Geddes  has 
his  way.  The  future  Tommies  must  play 
in  the  street,  grow  in  the  sti-eet.  learn  in  the 
street  until  they  are  six  years  old.  I wonder 
llow  the  mothers  will  regard  the  change. 

Suggestion  No.  2 deals  with  the  size  of  the 
classes.  Not  a single  member  of  the  committee 
knew  anything  about  it.  Not  one  of  them 
had  ever  been  a member  of  a class  of  forty, 
far  less  sixty,  or  they  would  have  decided 
otherwise.  As  a rule,  a father  finds  an  hour 
spent  until  his  own  a trial  to  him.  If  he  mounts 
guard  vllfen  mother  goes  to  the  guild  meeting, 
he  is  very  glad  to  hear  her  return.  It  has  been 
the  longest  evening  of  the  week  to  him.  And 
these  are  his  own  and  few  in  number.  Can  he, 
therefore,  believe  that  it  does  not  matter  to 
teacher  and  scholar  whether  the  class  is  forty 
in  number  or  sixty  ? In  the  secondary  school 
the  teachers  tackle  twenty-four  to  thirty  at 
the  most.  In  the  universities  each  student 
has  his  tutor  and  sometimes  more  than  one. 
But  the  children  of  the  worker  are  suffi’eiently 
helped  when  they  have  the  ability,  patience, 
and  enthusiasm  of  one  teacher  spread  over 
sixty  of  them. 

Parents  Must  Act. 

It  will  be  so  if  the  parents  don’t  act.  The 
majority  of  the  members  of  local  education 
authorities  and  of  Parliament  have  110  homo 
connection  with  the  schools.  Their  children 
don’t  go  to  the  national  schools.  They  lose 
nothing  by  the  change,  and  the  rates  may 
gain,  so  the  L.E.A.  will  be  a docile  follower 
of  the  Axe.  Still  less  connection  has  the  M.P. 
with  the  school  except  the  Labour  Group. 
To  most  of  the  Parliamentarians  the  state- 
ment that  too  much  has  been  done  for  the 
children  of  the  worker  ~ will  appeal.  Not 
because  they  are  hard-hearted,  but  becauso 
they  .don't  know.  So  if  the  parents  in  general 
and  our  people  in  particular  don’t  bombard 
the  M.P.'s  on  the  plea  of  " Hands  off  educa- 
tion ! ” the  Axe  will  fall,  and  we  shall  be  back 
to  the  old  days  in  which  men  spoke  and  acted 
as  if  the  working  class  were  a class  apart, 
doomed  to  labour  even  unto  the  third  and 
fourth  generation. 

Therefore,  fellow  co-operators,  I appeal  to 
you.  In  the  name  of  the  schools,  in  the  best 
interests  of  your  children,  bombard  your 
Member  of  Parliament  with  resolution,  letter , 
or  postcard  so  that  he  may  recognise  your  earnest- 
ness in  the  matter' and  vote  accordingly.  If 
you  let  the  opportunity  slip,  you  cannot  in  the 
future  blame  him.  Act  now,  and  act  quickly. 


HARD  AS  IRON . 

TIMES  OF  THE  CLEVELAND  MINERS. 

["  Co-operative  News  ” Special.] 

Ai.THorcH  the  plight  of  the  Cleveland 
miners  may  not  approach  in  horror  the 
devastating  blight  in  South  Wales,  the  con- 
ditions in  that  district  of  Yorkshire  are 
extremely  serious.  The  co-operative  socie- 
ties in  Cleveland  (East  Cleveland,  Skelton, 
Matske.  and  Guisbo rough)  are  feeling  the 
effect  of  a situation  that  has  been  created 
by  the  closing  of  the,  ironstone  mines  for  the 
last  twelve  mouths.  At  East  Cleveland  90 
per  cent.' of  the  co-operative  members  are 
unemployed,  and  the  society's  share  capital 
has  fallen  from  £90,000  in  1920  to  £60.000 
at  present.  This  difference  of  £30,000  re- 
presents the  aid  that  co-operation  has  given 
to  the  distressed  populace,  and  incidentally 
illustrates  how  co-operation  has  fostered 
independence  and  prevented  a parlous  and 
perhaps  an  unmanageable  situation.  Even 
that  withdrawal  of  co-operative  capital  does 
not  give  a complete  estimate  of  the  extent 


of  the  distress,  for  great  numbers  are 
obtaining  relief  from  the  Guardians. 

When  the  miners  do  start  work,  how  are 
they  likely  to  fare?  Under  the  present 
agreement,  the  wage  will  be  9s.  to  10s.  per 
shift,  with  about  £2  15s.  a week  for  obtain- 
ing an  average  of  six  tons  per'  shift.  A 
miner  thus  gets  Is.  6d.  per  ton.  and  the 
squire  gets  6d.  per  ton  on  royalty  ; so  tl.e 
royalty  owner  “earns”  3s.  on  every  shift 
the  miner  works.  As  much  as  £80.000  has 
been  paid  in  one  year  in  royalties,  which  is 
surely  cne  of  those  burdens  on  industries 
that  are  so  often  the  subject  matter  of  lec- 
tures to  working  men.  Labourers’  wages 
are  as  low  as  7s.  Od.  per  shift.  Apparently 
the  ironstone  miners  of  Cleveland  have  not 
yet  reached  even  the  portals  of  the  “ Pro- 
mised Land.”  A prominent  co-operator 
who  spent  three  hours  down  a Cleveland 
mine  last  week  felt  so  attracted  by  under- 
ground conditions  that  lie  writes:  “If  iron 
depended  upon  me,  the  beggars  would  he 
buying  it  in  pill-boxes  at  the  chemist’s 
shop.” 

However,  such  is  the  position,  find  it  bus 
to  lie  faced  by  everyone  concerned.  The 
societies  are  doing  their  best,  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  releasing  share  capital,  t lie  greatest 
possible  reductions  are  being  made  in  prices 
to  meet  the  circumstances  of  the  1111c. 


CO-OPERATIVE  DRAMA  NEXT. 

UNEMPLOYED  ACTORS'  VENTURE. 

\ 

Inspired  by  the  apparent  success  of  the 
co-operative  opera  tie  venture  at  Bradford, 
and  prompted  by  the  hardship  of  unemploy- 
ment among  its  menlbers,  the  Actors* 
Association— the  trade  union  of  the  prcjcK- 
sioit — has  raised  the  necessary  funds  to 
enable  it  to  book  the  Battersea  Palace 
Theatre  for  a month  in  order  to  make  an 
interesting  experiment. 

A company  of  players  organised  by  the 
A-s  ciaticn,  is  presenting  “East  Lynne  ” 
this  week.  The  performers  are  to  have  £3 
a week  and  a bonus  from  any  profits  that 
may  be  made.  If  the  month’s  venture 
should  be  successful,  the  idea  will  he 
develop’d  and  companies  -.nil  lie  made 
available  for  London  cr  provincial  theatres 
with  a variety  of  plays. 

' The  effort  cn  the  part  of  the  actors  to  help 
themselves  by  catering  for  playgoers  is 
highly  commendable,  and  ehowj  yet  another 
direction  in  which  the  co-operative  principle 
may  be  applied  to  industry  mid  ai  t with 
ameliorative  effect. 
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THE  MONEY  MARKET. 

WILL  THE  FALL  [N  THE  BANK  RATE  STIMULATE 

TRADE  ? 


ENLIGHTENED  FOREIGN  POLICY  WANTED. 

BY  T.  GOODWIN  (C.W.S.  BANK  MANAGER). 


SOME  OLD  BYRON  LETTERS. 

LADY  NOEL’S  CO-OPERATIVE  ACTIVITIES  , 

RECALLED. 


VIEWS  ON  POLITICS  AND  RELIGION. 


(“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS  " SPECIAL.) 


At  the  begin- 
ning of  last 
year  the  Bank 
rate  was  7 per 
cent.;  by  the 
end  of  the  year 
it  had  fallen  to  5 
per  cent,  in  four 
stages  of  a half 
per  cent.  T h e 
further  reduc- 
tion of  last 
week  brings  the 
rate  to  A,h  Per 

Mr.  T.  Goodwin,  cent.,  and  in 
some  quarters  a 
4 per  cent.  Bank  rate  is  looked  for  at  no 
distant  date. 

What  effect  are  these  reductions  likely 
to  have  upon  the  industry  of  the  country, 
and  what  will  be  their  probable  reflex  on 
co-operative  trade  ? In  the  first  place, 
it fiecessary  to  consider  the  general 
position  prior  to  the  slump  in  trade. 

IP  the  “ boom  ” years  of  1919-20  pro- 
duction was  being  carried  on 'with  great 
intensity.'  Factories  and  workshops 
were  running  full  time  and  overtime  , 
wages  were  high.  Orders  were  pouring 
in  from  abroad  ; prosperous  trade  for  at 
least  several  years  seemed  assured.  The 
banks  were  lending  money  to  their  cus- 
tomers to  enable  them  to  finance  their 
increased  business,  and  warehouses  were 
being  packed  with  goods.  During  the 
year  1920,  however,  there  were  symp- 
toms of  a change,  but  few  predicted  the 
tremendous  " slump  which  occurred 
with  such  dramatic  swiftness  in  the 
latter  part  of  that  year.  Not  only  did 
orders  cease  to  come  forward,  but  old 
orders,  particularly  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, were  cancelled  or  held  up  in- 
definitely, and  trade  was  brought  almost 
to  a standstill.  From  that  time  until 
the  present  production  has  been  at  its 
lowest  ebb.  Purchases  have  been  limited 
to  actual  requirements,  and  during  the 
past  year  the  process  of  liquidating  the 
vast  accumulated  stocks  has  been  pro- 
ceeding slowly. 

How  has  the  financial  position  been 
affected  by  the  trade  “boom’'  and  the 
subsequent  “ slump  ’’  ? Whilst  trade 
was  at  its  best  it  absorbed  a vast  sum 
of  money.  Big  trading  concerns  were 
obtaining  immense  sums  of  capital  at 
fancy  rates  of  interest,  and  in  competi- 
tion the  Government  had  to  pay  dearly 
for  its  financial  requirements.  At  one 
time  it  was  paying  as  much  as  6£  per 
cent,  on  Treasury  bills,  and  the  Bank 
rate  went  up  to  7 per  cent. 

With  the  liquidation  -of  stocks  during 
the  past  year  money  has  been  gradually 
accumulating  on  the  market,  and  at  the 
present  time  therfr  is  great  difficulty  in 
finding  pfofitable  employment  for  it. 
The  Government  became  able  to  obtain 
money  on  Treasury  bills  at  2 1 per  cent., 
and  last  week  they  suspended  the  sale 
of  5 per-cent.  Treasury'  bonds.  Con- 
sequently.' the  reduction  in  the  Bank 
rate  to  4^  per  cent,  became  inevitable  ; 
and  following  this,  tlie  London  banks 
have  given  notice  that  their  rate  for 
deposits  subject  to  seven  days'  notice  of 
withdrawal  is  reduced  to  2\  per  cent. 
Depositors  unwilling  to  let  their  money 
remain  with  tlie  banks  at  this  low  rate 
of  interest Jare  transferring  it  to  better- 
paying channels,  with  the  result  that  the 
securities  of  the  Government  and  of 
local  authorities  are  in  great  demand, 
and  the  prices  of  gilt-edged  investments 
have  advauced  rapidly,  and  are  now  at  a 
record  figure. 

Political  and  other  considerations 
exercise  some  iufluence^on  the  money 
market,  but,  in  the  main,  the  several 
reductions  in  the  Bank  rate  are  the 
“ effect  " of  trading  conditions.  Natur- 
ally the  lower  Bank  rate  affords  some 
relief  to  borrowers,  and  helps  them  to 
hold  their  own  in  competition  with  those 
who  have  sufficient  capital ; but  in  itself 
I do  not  think  it  will  be  a very  Important 
factor  in  stimulating  trade. 


Stocks,  as  I have  already  stated,  are 
gradually  being  reduced,  but  they  are 
still  very  large.  When  these  are  ap- 
proaching exhaustion  we  are  likely  to  see 
an  improved  home  demand,  with  more 
employment  and  consequent  greater 
purchasing  power,  followed  by  better 
conditions  of  trade.  This  country,  how- 
ever, is  so  dependent  on  foreign  trade 
that  it  cannot  expect  a return  to-  its 
normal  prosperity  until  this  important 
section  of  its  business  is  restored.  The 
deplorable  condition  of  many  F,uropean 
countries  who  were  our  best  customers 
before  the  war  makes  very  remote  the 
prospect  of  an}'  great  demands  coming 
forward  from  those  areas. 

An  enlightened  foreign  policy  on  the 
part  of  the  principal  governments  of  the 
world,  and  an  active  co-operation  in 
helping  to  raise  those  countries  finan- 
cially submerged,  may  work  wonders  in 
restoring  confidence  and  stability.  When 
this  result  is  attained  we  may  again 
expect  a renewal  of  prosperity',  in  which 
we  shall  hope  to  see  the  co-operative 
movement  taking  a leading  part,  both 
nationally  and  internationally. 


In  view  of  the  publication  by  Messrs. 
Murray  of  “New  Byron  Letters,  it 
is  interesting  to  recall  that  in  the  days 
of  long  ago  the  poet's  wife  (Lady  Noel 
Byron)  was  not  only  a theoretical  but 
a practical  supporter  of  the  co-operative 
.movement.  Froof  of  this  is  to  be  found 
in  the  correspondence ' which  passed 
between  her  ladyship  and  Thomas  Hirst 
(Huddersfield)  during  the  years  1832-3. 
The  letters  found  their  way  into  the 
hands  of  George  Jacob  Holyoake,  who 
quoted  extracts  from  them  in  a series 
of  articles  which  he  wrote  for  the  Co- 
operative News  ’’  in  1892. 

Thomas  Hirst  was  one  of  the  leading 
officials  of  the  Huddersfield  Co-operative 
Trading  and  Manufacturing  Society  at 
the  time  the  correspondence  began, 
but  how  Lady  Noel  came  to  be  interested 
in  the  society  or  the  movement  gene- 
rally is  not  disclosed.  It  is,  however, 
apparent  that  the  Huddersfield  Society 
was  not  the  first  to  receive  her  support, 
for  in  one  of  the  letters  to  Mr.  Hirst  she 
savs,  “ I have  not  been  discouraged  by 
finding  that  the  assistance  which  I gave 
to  some  of  the  earliest  societies  was  not 


Why  She  Left  the  Store: 


The  Canvasser’s 
Report. 


Ey  BEDFORD  POLLARD. 


1 called  around,  in  duty  bound, 

To  talk  with  Mrs.  Penn, 

And  find  out  : why  she'd  left  the  stoics, 
And  coax  her  back  again. 

Tlie  woman  frowned,  compressed  her 
lips,  and  this  is  what  she  said: 

“ The  Danish  butter  that  they  sell  is  far 
too  hard  to  spread.” 

And  then  J went  to  Mrs.  Cent, 

IF/iosc  absence  had  been  marked; 
Said  I : “ Pray,  why  have  you  grown 
sliy  ? 

Or  can  it  be  you're  narked”' 

" / am,”  she  answered  with  hauteur. 

"My  reason’s  good  enough; 

I bought  some  steak  some  weeks  ago 
that  turned  out  awful  tough.” 

I sighed  to  think  what  little  minds 
Some  people  seemed  to  show, 

And  moved  along  with  sense  of  wrong 
To  call  on  Mrs.  Snow. 

" We’ve  missed  you  at  the  store.”  said  I. 

“ Pray,  what’s  the  cause  of  that  (” 
She  tossed  her  head  and  made  reply: 
“ Your  bacon  is  too  fat.” 

Then  down  the  street,  ‘with  tired  feet, 
l went  to  Mrs.  Bell. 

She'd  umpteen  children  in  her  home. 
And  lodgers  three  as  well. 

She  used  to  get  a lot  of  stuff  each  week 
at  central  store; 

Her  grocery  bill  alone  would  reach  some 
two-pound-ten  or  more. 


"Ah!  Mrs.  Bell,  you're  still  alive; 

I couldn't  help  but  come; 

1 feared  you'd  met  with  some  mishap, 
Or  sickness  in  the  home.” 

“ Olr,  no.”  said  she;  “ ’twixt  you  and  me, 
we’re  feeling  quite  tip-top; 

1 just  dropped  dealing  at  the  stoic  ‘when 
dividend  7ucnt  flop.” 

And  last  1 called  on  Mrs,  White;, 

She,  too,  had  gone  astray; 

Although  ‘when  unemployment  came 
We'd  helped  them  on  their  way. 

She  stood  ashamed  a little  while,  and 
then  al  last  she  said: 

“ I cannot  show  my  face  in  there  until 
my  debts  arc  paid.” 

At  home,  while  sipping  Russet  Tea, 

I marvelled  more  and  more 
That  petty  pretexts  such  as  these 
Should  make  folks  leave  the  store. 

1 comforted  myself  to  think  I'd  told ’em 
pretty  plain  ; 

" You’ve  cut  your  nose  to  spite  your  face ; 
you’ll  soon  conic  bach  again.” 

Of  course  I always  took  good  care, 

In  telling  simple  fact, 

To  sugar-coat  my  little  pill 
With  sympathy  and  tact. 

And  as  for  Mrs.  White,  poor  lass!  I set 
her  at  her  case, 

And  said:  ” Don't  stop  away  for  that; 
pay  debts  off  by  degrees.” 


MAN  OF  MANY  TALENTS. 

THE  LATE  MR.  F.  E.  GREEN. 

[By  T.  W.  Mercer.] 


Aj/though  many  references  to  the  late 
Mr.  F.  E.  Green  have  appeared  in  the 
public  press,  as  far  as  I am  aware  no 
mention  has  been  made  of  his  connection 
with  the  co-operative  movement.  It 
should,  therefore,  be  stated  that  Mr.  Green 
was  not  only  a valued  contributor  to  many 
co-operative  publications,  but  also  an  active 
member  of  the  Reigate  Society  for  several 
years. 

Mr.  Green  acted  as  chairman  of  that 
society’s  educational  committee  for  two  or 
three  years,  and  at  one  time  frequently 
addressed  its  business  and  other  meetings. 
After  settling  upon  his  small  holding  at 
Newdigate,  in  Surrey,  Mr.  Green  con- 
tinued his  membership  with  the  Reigate 
Society,  for  lie  steadfastly  urged  that  the 
consumers’  society  ought  to  be  a market 
for  the  organised  smallholders’  produce. 
In  fact,  be  repeatedly  declared  that  “ the 
only  chance  of  small  holdings  being  made  a 
success  was  to  work  Jheru  on.  the  co-opera- 
tive principle,’ ’ for  Ills  own  experience  bad 
(aught  him  that  the  smallholders’  greatest 
difficulty  is  to  find  a market  for  his  produce. 

He  thought,  however,  that  '*  6o-op<jrft- 
tors  were  waiting  too  long,  and  the  time 


must  be  hastened  by  State  and  municipal 
socialism.”  Hence,  twenty  years  ago  lie 
helped  to  form  a Labour  League  in  Reigate, 
of  which  he  was  at  first  the  moving  spirit 
and  natural  leader. 

As  you  observe  in  your  issue  dated 
January  28th.  F.  E.  Green’s  best  work 
was  done  on  behalf  of  the  agricultural 
labourer.  Few  men  knew  or  understood 
the  rural  worker  better  than  he  did,  and 
no  modern  writer  has  written  more  wisely 
than  he  about  rural  conditions  and  tlie 
need  for  far-reaching  reform.  In  his  con- 
tinuation of  Dr.  Hasbacli’s  invaluable 
“ History  of  the  English  Agricultural 
Labourer  ” he  made  a notable  contribu- 
tion to  economic  literature,  while  in  many 
other  works  he  used  bis  pen  to  reveal  the 
grievance*  and  express  the  desires  of  a 
great  body  of  oppressed  workers  who  are 
still  almost  unable  to  6peak  ifor  themselves. 

A brilliant  speaker,  a dear  thinker,  a 
bold  and  fearless  writer,  F.  E.  Green  was 
one  of  whose  talents  co-operators  ought  to 
have  made  more  frequent  use,  although 
lie  certainly  was  not  a man  who  would 
have  willingly  taken  orders  from  a com- 
mittee. Still  be,  too,  was  a co-operator, 
nd  it  seeips  desirable  that  the  fact  should 
e recorded  ere  his  name  is  erased  from  the 
public  mind. 


productive  of  beneficial  results.”  She 
gathered  that  this  was  due  to  inex- 
perience and  miscalculation,  and  sug- 
gested that  similar  results  might  be 
prevented  by  the  diffusion  of  more 
practical  knowledge.  0|ther  instances 
of  this  happy  co-operation  of  heart  and 
brain. are  revealed  in  thccorrespondence. 

Lady  Noel  Bvron,  who  was  the  only 
child  of  Sir  Ralph  Milbanke,  married 
the  poet  in  January,  1815,  but  at  the 
end  of  twelve  months  they  had  separated. 
W.  M.  Rossetti,  in  a prefatory  notice  to 
the  poetical  works  of  Byron,  says  of 
Lady  Noel  that  she  was  “ highly  educated 
and  of  a serious  and  dignified  character.” 
One  is  not  altogether  surprised,  there- 
fore, to  find  in  one  of  her  letters  to 
Thomas  Hirst  that  “ the  cause  of  the 
poor  is  indeed  my  first  interest  in  life.” 
It  is  evident  from  this  letter  that  she 
already  had  some  knowledge  of  the  co- 
operative movement,  for  she  writes, 
“ Co-operation  has  afforded  me  the 
hope  of  doing  some  good  with  the  means 
placed  in  my  hands.”  But  Lady  Noel 
was'  not  content  to  be  a supporter  of 
the  movement  herself ; she  became 
a missionary  on  its  behalf,  and  did 
what  she  could  to  “ turn  the  attention 
of  persons  of  intelligence  in  the  different 
ranks  of  society  to  the  principles  of 
co-operation.” 

There  are  many  inside  the  movement 
who  think  that  co-operation  should 
know  no  politics  or  religion.  Lady  Noel 
apparently  held  to  this  view  very  tena- 
ciously ; whether,  if  she’  were  alive 
to-day,  and  in  face  of  changed  circum- 
stances, she  would  be  still  on  the  side  of 
“no  politics  ” is  a point  which  individual 
readers  must  decide  for  themselves. 
There  is,  however,  no  doubt  as  to  where 
she  stood  in  1832,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  extract  from  the  letter 
she  wrote  to  Hirst Co-operation 
should  stapd  aloof  from  sects  and  parties, 
both  in  Church  and  State,  whilst  they 
cordially  receive  into  their  body  all, 
for  every  persuasion,  who  will  join  them 
in  good  works.” 

The  Huddersfield  Manufacturing 
Society  decided  in  October,  1831,  to 
apply  to  the  sister  of  Lord  Harewood, 
or  to  Lady  Byron,  for  a loan  of  £400 
to  carry  on  the  manufacture  of  woollen 
goods.  The  history  of  co-operation  at 
Huddersfield  does  not  state  whether 
the  society's  committee  actually  ap- 
proached Lord  Harewood’s  sister,  and 
what,  if  they  did,  was  her  response. 
They  certainly  carried  out  their  inten- 
tions so  far  as  Lady  Noel  Byron  was 
concerned,  aud  must  have  been  highly 
gratified  with  the  result.  She  stated 
that  she  had  no  doubt  as  to  her  ability 
to  obtain  the  money,  and  in  the  mean- 
time placed  £ 100  at  % the  committee’s 
sendee.  She  wrote  that  on  October 
13th,  1832,  and  a few  days  later  she 
informed  Mr.  Hirst  “ and  the  delegates  ” 
that  £500  was  now  ready  at  her  bankers, 
to  be  advanced  as  a loan  to  the  Northern 
Co-operative  Company.  (The  “ dele- 
gates ” must  be  a reference  to  the 
London  Congress.)  The  money  was 
provided  by  Miss  Chaloner,  1 who  has 
long  been  a friend  of  your  cause.”  Miss 
Chaloner  stipulated  that  her  name 
should  not  be  made  public  as  “most 
unpleasant  consequences  would  result.' 

When  Thomas  Hirst  died  Lady  Noel 
rendered  considerable  financial  . assis- 
tance, and  paid  for  the  education  of 
two  sons  at  a school  kept  by  K.  f.  Craig, 
who  was  himself  interested  in  the  co- 
operative movement.  Another  well- 
known  co-operator  referred  to  by  Lfuty 
Noel  in  her  correspondence  was  Dr. 
King,  who  did  so  much. for  the  move- 
ment from  a journalistic  point  ol  view 
in  its  early  days.  '1  • C. 


" I revel  in  the 

almost  from  cover 
favourite  magazine 
this  country.” — A 
opinion. 


‘ Millgate,’  and  read  it 
■ to  cover.  It’9 
of  all  on  the  market  10 
well-known  writers 
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TRADERS  ON  THE  WAR-PATH. 

SECRET  OF  THEIR  LATEST  CAMPAIGN. 

AN  ATTEMPT  TO  SCRAP  SALE  OF  FOOD  ORDERS. 

BY  A.  V.  ALEXANDER. 


OFF  TO  RUSSIA. 


PURPOSE  OF  INTERNATIONAL 

MISSION. 


CHAT  WITH  MR.  H.  J. 

MAY. 


[By  Our  London  Correspondent.] 

The  date  of  the  departure  of  the  co-opera- 
tive deputation  to  Russia,  arranged  by  the 
International  Co-operative  Alliance,  has 
been  postponed  for  three  days.  This  is  dne 
to  the  delay  brought  about  by  the  recent 
German  railway  strike  preventing  coiumuni- 
nitions  coining  through  quickly.  All  official 
correspondence  passing  between  London  and 
the  Moscow  authorities  respecting  pass- 
ports. &<?.,  has  to  be  conveyed  by  courier 
in  the  absence  cf  an  embassy  in  London, 
it  has  been  found  necessary,  therefore,  to 
change  the  date  of  departure  from  the  22nd 
to  the  25th  inst. 

Preparations  for  the  Journey. 

“ The  deputation  have  made  every  pre- 
paration to  face  the  rigours  of  a Russian 
winter."  Mr.  H.  J.  May  remarked,  in  a 
chat  with  our  London  representative.  “ The 
necessity  for  this  is  evident  when  it  is  re- 
-meinbered  that  the  temperature  at  Moscow 
within  the  last  few  days  was  about  twenty 
degrees  of  frost.  Our  friends  of  the  Cen- 
trosoyus  are  doing  their  utmost  to  make  the 
journey  as  comfortable  as  possible,  and  we 
are  looking  forward  to  our  several  nights 
in  the  train,  if  not  with  anticipation,  at 
least  with  equanimity.  It  is  expected 
.that,  while  making  our  headquarters  iu 
Moscow,  the.  deputation  will  travel  as  far 
north  as  Petrograd,  anfl  from  either  centre 
will  extend  into  the  provinces,  and  visit 
some  of  the  agricultural  co-operative  unions, 
specially  those  which  combine  the  consumer 
side  of  the  movement.  They  will  be  accom- 
panied by  an  independent  interpreter,  who 
is  equally  fluent  with  Russian;  German, 
French,  and  English,  none  of  which,  by  the 
way,  is  his  native  tongue.” 

First  Consideration. 

“ Of  course,  our  first  concern  will  be  the 
present  position  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment in  Russia— that  is  to  say,  its  constitu- 
tional position  under  the  Soviet  Government. 
Wc-  have  been  told  for  two  years  past  at 
least  that  co-operation  has  been  nationalised 
iu  idea  and  in  fact,  and  that  its  very  auto- 
nomy had  departed.  It  has  never  been 
denied  that  this- was  the  case,  and  neces- 
sarily so,  during  the  strenuous  period  of 
the  revolution.  A change  has  now  taken 
place.  As  indicated  in  the  interview  with 
M Khfntchuk,  published  in  file  ‘ News’’ 
last  week,  it  is  claimed  that  the  autonomy 
of  the  Russian  co-operative  societies  has 
Wn  completely  restored.  We  are.  going  to 
Russia  with  the  fitll  anticipation' of  seeing 
this  actually  demonstrated  in  the  working 
of  the  societies  from  day  to  day.  Whether 
the  exact  shade  of  autonomy  which  some  of 
our  friends  demand  will  be  discovered  is 
another  question.  Personalty,  I am  of 
opinion  that  the  actual  position  must  be 
judged,  not  in  the  light  of  our  foregone  con- 
clusions and  particular  personal  prejudices, 
lnit  rather  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
logical  and  necessary  consequences  of  the 
piinciples  such  as  are  generally  defined  and 
upheld  in  our  Congresses. 

Vital  Question. 

“The  question  of  the  economic  condition 
of  Russia  is  one  which,  equally  with  the  con- 
stitution of  the  societies,  is  of  importance 
to  the  deputation,  and  indeed  to  the  com- 
munity as  a whole.  This  we  shall  examine 
with  the  utmost  care  our  limited  resources 
will  pf unit/’  Finally,  the  vital  question  of 
the:  possibility  of  international  trading 
through  co-operative  channels  will  undoubt- 
edly lie  given  the  fullest  opportunity  by  our 
friends  of  the  Centrcsoyus,  who  are  keenly 
anxious,  lor  the  sake  of  the  economical  re- 
storation of  Russia,  to  establish  trading 
relations  with  Western  Europe.  They  are 
forced  to  this  position  by  the  dire  necessities 
of  the  moment  and  the  terrible  ravages  of 
famine. which  have  overtaken  their  country. 
What  does  not  yet  seem  so  apparent  to  the 
hulk  of  co-operators  in  this  country  is  the 
laot  that  sooner  or  later — sooner  rather  than 
later— the  necessity  lor  the  West  to  trade 
with  Russia,  in  order  to  secure  effective  re- 
construction. will  be  forced  upon  them. 
Every  wise  and  far-seeing  economist  and 
statesman  to-day,  of  whatever  party,  recog- 
nises that-  Europe  has  been  hovering  for  a 
long  time  on  the  brink  of  a precipice  which 
threatens  to  engulf  it.  economically — and 
li  economically,  socially — and  in  every  other 
way  that  matters.  They  also  recognise  that 
the  vast  resources  of  Russia  make  it  inevit- 
able that  the  road  to  economic  equilibrium, 
and  therefore  the  path  of  progress,  lies 
through  that  great  country.  If  our  visit 
to  Russia  succeeds  in  eonvicing  us  at-first 
band  of  the  truth  of  such  aspects  of  this 
problem  as  wc  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
examining^  then  it  will  not  be  in  vain.’but 
indeed  a useful  impetus  to  international 
Gu-Gperupon. 


Special  for  March.— Mr.  Tom  Jtyers, 
tV*  ••  “pen  ^ alley,  a popular-  oo-opera- 
tive  official,  with  portrait,  makes  a leadin'* 
feature  of  the  ” Mitigate-  'Monthly  ” for 
Ala  rch,  now  ready..  M.  Gaston  Lew’s 
sohenie  for  an  International  Co-operative 
Rank  is  fully,  dealt  with.  Mr.  Sydney 
LHiott  has  a plea  for  “ The  Organisation 
of  Co-operative  Youth.”  Professor  Gilbert 
Murray  writes  on  the  International  Labour 
yffioe. 


Wn  have  been  at  it  again!  We  have 
daTed  to  make  representations  to  the 
Government  in  the  interests  of  the  con- 
sumer. and  the  National  Traders’  Defence 
League  and  “The  Gtyticer  ” are.  full  of 
wrath!  Mr.  Robert  Walker  has  been 
writing  in  scathing  terms  to  the  “Bakers’ 
Review  ” and  to  the  “ Grocer.”  The  latter 
journal  published  a two-column  article  from 
“ A Correspondent  ” on  January  2hst,  and 
returns  to  the  charge  With  a leader  on 
February  18th. 

What  are  Our  Crimes? 

(1)  The  Parliamentary  Committee  has 
made  a strong  protest  against  the  attempts 
by  the  private  traders  to  scrap  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Sale  of  Food  Order,  1921. 
which  concerns  the  matters  included  in  the 
pledge  given  by  Mr.  J.  R.  dynes  whilst 
Food  Controller,  that  legislation  would  be 
introduced  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
the  consumers. 

The  “ Grocer  ” says  that  “sounds  very 
pretty.”  It  would  be  very  pretty  for  the 
consumers  if  the  Order  were  scrapped 
before  their  protection  becomes  statutory. 
What  are  the  facts? 

Part  T.  of  the  Order  requires  that  the 
sale  of  bread  must  be  by  weight  and  in 
multiples  of  a lb.  In  other  words,  there 
must  he  a square  deal  for  the  public. 

What  Net  Weight  Sales  Mean. 

Pnrt  II.  provides  that  all  retail  sales  of 
tea  must  be  by  net  weight  if  2ozs.  or  over, 
and  in  multiples  of  ounces  or  pounds.  The 
cancelling  of  this  provision  would  permit 
a reversion  to  the  practice  of  weighing 
paper  and  even  heavier  packings  at  the 
price  of  tea.  Before  the  war  the  English 
and  Scottish  C.W.S.  Joint  Tea  Depart- 
ment would  have  made,  approximately. 
£100,000  more  profit  had  it  not  sold  tea  by 
net  weight  to  the  purchasers  oT  tea.  With 
the  present  tea  trade,  and  at  current 
prices,  it  would  mean  to  that  department 
a loss  of  £400,000  per  annum  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  stores  were  still  supplied  with 
net  weight,  while  trade  competitors  sold 
packing  at  the  price  of  tea.  But  still  more 
striking  is  the  estimated  loss  to  the  .con- 
sumer throughout  the  country.  On  the 
present  basis  of  consumption  of  tea  it  is 
estimated  that  a return  to  the  practice  of 
■ weighing  the  paper  aud  other  coverings 
with  the  tea  would  mean  a loss  of  approxi- 
mately £3,500,000  to  the  consumer. 

“ The  Grocer  ” questions  the  legality  of 
the  present  Order,  and  “ hopes  that  steps 
will  be  taken  to  ensure  its  speedy  removal.” 
We  are  unrepentant.  Co-operation  stands 
for  the  interests  of  the  consumer  every 
time,  and  legislation  must  provide  for  the 
permanent  protection  of  those  interests. 
The  Parliamentary  C’uHunittee  _ will  not 
cease  in  its  efforts  in  this  direction. 

Part  III.  provides  for  the  labelling  of 
Imported  meat,  baconp  and  ham  (lard,  H 
now  omitted).  The  housewife  is  entitled 
to  know  what  she  is  purchasing,  and  she 
must  be  protected. 

The  private  trader  has  been  successful  in 
getting  Sections  IV.  and  V.  of  the  Order 
scrapped,  in  spite  of  strong  opposition  in 
the  case  of  No.  IV.,  which, laid  down  defi- 
nite limits  as  to  the  extent  to  which  jam 
could'  be  adulterated.  The  whole  cf  the 
Order  would  have  been  cancelled  in  all 
probability  but  for  the  opposition  cf  the 
co-operative  movement.  The  movement  is 
the  bulwark  of  the  consumer. 

The  Board  of  Trade. 

(2)  The  second  crime  is  that  cc-oper  a tors 
have  urged  that  the  Board  ol  Trade  should 
re-establish  and  develop  the  small  depart- 
ment dealing  with  co-bperative  matters 
and  items  of  special  ihterest  to  the  consu- 
mer. Poor  Air.  Walker  can  hardly  stop  to 
take  breath  to  deal  with  the  “ effrontery  ” 
of  such  a proposal.  How  dare  this  body 
of  4,5150^000  co-opera  tors'' desire  a place  'In 
the  §iui?  Mr.  "Walker'  has  informed  Mr. 
Baldwjn  that  such  proposals  "are  not  for 
the  benefit  of  the  community.”  but  “ solely 
for  the  aggrandisement  -of  the  co-operative 
movement.”  One  begins  to  wonder 
whether  co-operators  have  a right  to  life' 
at  all,  let  alone  exercise  any  rights  as 
citizens.  The  article  in  “The  Grocer” 
scoffs  at  the  idea  that  the  co-operative 


movement  is  for  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity, and  asks  why  should  it  be  given 
preference  over  (breathe  it  quietly)  the 
Federation  of  British  Industries. 

Lloyd  George's  Confession. 

ITow  galling  it  mi^t  be  to  there  people  to 
hear  mo  less  a person  than  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
saj’  “ we  have  a deep  appreciation  of  the 
work  which  co-operative  societies  have 
accomplished  and  a full  knowledge  of  the 
significance  of  the  movement  in  the  organ- 
isation of  the  society  of  the  future.  . . 

You  represent  undoubtedly  the  solid,  sane, 
sensible,  and  most  practical  side  cf  the 
great  industrial  movement  in  the  country.” 

Surety  with  sudli  a testimonial  available 
we  may  say  without  false  pride  that  the 
wicked  co-operators  have  accomplished 
something  for  the  community.  Yet  the  real 
position  is  that  big  business  in  the  shape  of 
the  Federation  cf  British  Industries  and  kin- 
dled organisations  are  continually  given  the 
preference.  Their  representatives  are  on 
the  doorsteps  of  the  Government  Depart- 
ments and  Cabinet  Ministers  day  after  day. 
Their  advice  is  sought,  their  members  placed 
upon  every  Government  body  and  committee 
appointed,  whilst  co-cperal;rs  are  excluded. 
Whilst  encouraging  the  cry  of  * ‘ No 
■politics!1  within  the  co-operative  movement 
(e.g.,  the  Unionist  meetings  at  Liverpool), 
they  have  the  most  highly  organised  poli- 
tical machinery  t'hat  money  can  provide, 
money  obtained  in  profits  from  the  worker's 
labour,  and  profits  on  the  worker’s  purchases 
as  consumer.  It  is  no  wonder  tint  they 
begin  to  squeal  when  efforts  are  made  to 
secure  to  the  worker  and  the  consumer  the 
maximum  benefits  by  co-operative  effort. 

Co-operators  Please  Note. 

Co-operators  would  do  well  to  take  note 
of  these  antios,  and  to  hear  in  mind:  — 

(1)  That  only  through  their  power  as  an 
organisation  of  consumers  can  they  secure 
protection  from  the  exploiter- -the  case  of 
tea  being  indicative  of  w'hat  can  be  done  in 
this  way. 

(2)  That  every  penny  spent  with  the 
private  capitalists  may  be  said  ultimately 
to  lie  used  against  cooperative  interests. 
They  subscribe  out  of  their  profits  on  your 
purchases  to  the  secret  political  funds  used 
against  you. 

(3)  That  therefore  co-operators  should  be 
Toyal  to  their  societies  by  supporting  thorn 
to  the  full  extent  of  "their  purchasing  power. 

(4)  That  “ cavil  liberty  oan  have  no 
security'  without  political  power  ” — that 
this  was  proved  conclusively  by  the  experi- 
ence cf  co-operators  during  the  war  through 
the  preference  given  to  tile  private 
capitalist. 

(5)  That  co-operators  will  soon  have  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinions  on 
the  “Big  Business”  Government  under 
which  we  have  suffered  so  long. 


“ One  of  the  curses  of  the  world 
is  struggling  for  victory  and  not  for  truth.” 
— Mr.  Goodenough  at  a Manchester 
Conference. 


THE  EDITOR 

Has  received  numerous  Letters  from 
co-operative  organisations  and  from 
representative  qo-operators  in  tlie'Se 
islands  and  on  the  continent,  all  of 
-idiom  offer  him  congratulations, 
and  express  good  -wishes  for  the 
future  of  the  “ Co-operative  News" 
and  its  allied  publications. 

These  he  very  gratefully  begs  to 
acknowledge.  lie  thanks  especially 
those  who  have  spontaneously 
promised  to  help,  in  any  -way  they 
can,  to  make  these  publications  even 
more  effective  in  the  future. 

The  co-operative  press  ought  to 
reflect  the-  qo-ordinaled  -wisdom  of 
all  -who  are  seriously  interested  in 
- the  promotion  of  co-operation ; and 
the  Editor  hopes' to  have  the  con- 
fidence and  the  support  of  such 
co-operators  in  the  future. 


CAN  LABOUR  GOVERN? 


PRINTING  SOCIETY’S  REPLY. 

Mr.  A.  W . Tyi.er,  J.P.  (manager  V the 
Louaon  branch  of  the  Printing  Nocieto)  in 
proposing  V The  Firm  and  Directors  “ at  'tin 
annual  dinner  of  the  employees  iu  Loiuio'i 
on  Saturday,  said  the  London  board  ini 
eluded  .men  "'bo  had  risen  from  the  bottom 
rttng  of  the  ladder,  and  their  work  was  an 
emphatic  reply  to  tly?  question  often,  raised; 
“Ca.i  Labour  Govern?”  He  knew  that, 
when  the  country  had  been  governed  fiom 
Tudor-street  it  had  been  done  well. 
(Laughter.)  After  getting  through  the  trials 
and  stresses  of  the  war.  the  Government 
found  it  necessary  to  semi  some  one  to 
America,  and  they  rang  up  Tudor-street  to 
inquire  if  they  could  span.'  a director.  The 
result  was  that  Mr.  Barney  was  (.died  in  to 
go  tic  America.  Mr.  BarnoV  was  ,i  Srobs- 
man,  and  realising  the  respond IJliiv  vvlm-h 
rested  upon  his  shoulders  he  'touk  another 
Scotsman  from  the  hoard,  Mr.  Mitchell. 
Both  realised  that  two  snper-Scnf, smeii  were 
eqiud  to  one  Cockney.  ; Laughter).  The 
great  Parliament  i f l abour  had  also  to' send 
to  America  ; they  telephoned  to  Tudor-street 
for  M..  Bare  mail,  and  lemg  a CV.  ku'v  lo 
did  net  want  a mate.  (laughter.)  It  any- 
one wanted  to  know  anything  of  po-op? ration 
he  came  to  the  Encyclopiedia  Brittanica  of 
co-operation,  Mr.  H.  ,J.  May,  of  the  [nter- 
. national  Co-operative  Alliance.  Mr.  .May 
was  as  much  at  home  in  this  country  as  in 
France,  Germany,  and- Austria,  and  next 
week  he  was  off  to  Hr-sia  to  do  what  lie 
could  for  cooperation  there.  • Applause.) 
When  the  Government  were  in  a dreadful 
hole  as  regards  income  tux  they  -out  for  Mr. 
May.  The  only  mistake  Mr.  May  had  made 
was  in  not  issuing  a minority  repcit  pie- 
posing  that  members  of  trade  unions  dlirittld! 
be  free  of  inci'ime  tax.  (Laughter.)  When 
President;  Mnlsarzk  wanted  • o»;o  pile  in 
Czeeho-Slcyakia  to  make  the  country  lit  for 
heroes  to  live  in  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas  was  sent 
for.  Mr.  Thomas  asked  him  (Mr.  Tyler)  to 
accompany  him,  stating,  “ T can  keep  them 
awake  in  the  day  time,  but  I waut  soincbt.dy 
who  will  keep  them  awake  at  night.” 
(Laughter.)  Dr.  Benes.  the  Prime 
Minister,  was  on  a visit  to  this  country.-nml 
he  now  stated  that  Czecho-Slov.iki^  u,a« 
doing  splendidly.  (Laughter  and  applause  ) 


LONG  SERVICE. 

CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  OFFICIALS’ 
RECORD. 

Five  officials  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
have  an  aggregate  total  of  158  years  in  the 
service  of  the  national  organisation. 
Messrs.  A.  Whitehead  and  T.  Horrocks 
general  secretary  and  assistant  secretary 
respectively,  head  the  list  with  35  years’ 
service  each.  Mr.  J.  Deans  (secretary  of 
the  Scottish  Section),  whose  reminiscences 
of  his  early  work  in  the  section  have 
appeared  in  our  columns  recently,  and  Mr. 
C’.  E.  Wood  (secretary  of  the  Central  Edu- 
cation Committee)  have  both  completed  3D 
years ; whilst  Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (secretary 
of  the  North-Western  Section)  has  28 
years’  service  to  his  credit.  1 


The  Parliamentary  Committee  have  made 
■persistent  efforts  to  secure  a further  hear- 
ing from  the  Patronage  Secretaries  with  a 
view  of  securing  a withdrawal  of  the  new 
regulations  respecting  the  appointment  of 
public  auditors.  It  has  now  been  arranged 
that  a joint  deputation  will  be  received  by 
the  Patronage  Secretaries  on  Wednesday 
from  the.  Parliamentary  Committee  and 
the  Labour  Party. 


The  name  of  Nestle's  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect,  purity.  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

English  or  Swiss 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE'S,  6-3,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3; 


4 


HUE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Fr.BiuT.4RY  25.  1922. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


AT  THE  ITALIAN  LEAGUE’S  CONGRESS. 

SOLIDARITY  JW1TH  LABOUR  AND  LAND  CULTURE. 


The  19th  Congress  of  the  Lega  Nazionale 
delle  Cooperative  '(National  League  of  Coopera- 
tives), Italy,  held  at  Milan  in  January,  was 
attended  by  800  delegates,  representing  1,800 
societies,  as  well  as  by  representatives  from 
foreign  organisations,  including  the  English 
C.W.S.  in  Messrs.  Liddle  and  Charter. 

One  of  the  most  important  decisions  was  the 
acceptance  of  the  resolution  of  Signor  Dugoni, 
of  the  Executive  Council,  declaring  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  working  class  to  organise  both 
in  the  co-operative  and  the  trade  union  move- 
ments, and  affirming  “that  the  activities  of  the 
two  central  organisations  should  be’co-ordinated 
under  a single  committee,  on  which  the 
National  Co-operative  League  and  the  General 
Confederation  of  Labour  would  have  an  equal 
number  of  representatives.  The  function  of 
this  committee  would  be  to  co-ordinate  the 
policy  of  the  two  organisations,  while  each 
would  maintain  its  independence  in  the 
administrative  and  technical  sphere.  The 
Council  of  the  League  is  hereby  instructed  to 
conclude,  an  agreement  on  these  lines  with  the 
Council  of  the  General  Confederation  of 
Labour.'’ 

fA  report  , on  credit,  submitted  by  Signor 
Marceletti,  led  to  the  Congress  declaring  that 
the  movement  must  provide  its  own  funds  in 
order  to  make  itself  independent  of  capitalist 
banks ; that  all  worker's,  therefore,  must  be 
made  to  realise  that  their  individual  aid  of  the 
movement  is  a condition  of  emancipation  ; and 
. that  labour  and  co-operative  banks  should  be 
established  in  all  centres  in  order  to  accumulate 
the  savings  of  the  people. 

A resolution  by  Dr.  Giorni  was  carried.  It 
asked  the  State  to  undertake  the  improvement 


of  large  estates  by  creating  “ State  territories,” 
that  is,  requisitions  carried  out  by  a special 
department  of  the  State — the  working  of  these 
territories  to  be  entrusted  by  preference  to  the 
federations  of  co-operative  societies.  Similar 
measures  should  be  taken  in  regard  to  badly- 
cultivated  land  if  the  person  working  the  land, 
after  due  warning,  refuses  to  do  the  necessary 
work.  The  development  of  co-operative  socie- 
ties for  working  land,,  the  sale  of  products, 
mutual  insurance,  and  credit  was  recommended 
as  the  best  means  of  improving  the  economic 
conditions  .of  small  cultivators. 

A further  resolution  adopted,  on  the  report 
of  Signori  Baldini  and  Del  Buffalo,  demanded 
the  introduction  of  a Bill  to  control  the  working 
of  producers’  and  labour  co-operative  societies, 
especially  with  a view  to  definitely  prescribing 
that  the  title  of  co-operative  society  should  be 
confined  to  institutions’  not  engaged  in  specula- 
tion. It  was  further  demanded  that,  other 
things  being  equal,  contracts  of  the  govern- 
ing and  administering  authorities  should  be 
given  by  preference  to  co-operative  organis- 
ations. 

The  latest  figures  of  the  Italian  National 
League  of  Cooperatives  make  very  gratifying 
reading.  There  were  2,132  societies  affiliated, 
whereas  at  the  close  of  1921  the  total  was 
4,197,  to  which  are  more  than  4,000  other 
societies  that  are  connected  with  the  local 
federations,  so  that  the  League  has  under  its' 
wings  over  8,000  societies.  Of  these  8,000 
societies,  3,600  are  of  consumers,  2,700  of 
workers,  700  of  land  cultivators,  and  1,000 
various  and  mixed.  Some  2,000,000  co- 
operators  are  concerned,  with  a share  capital 
and  other  funds  amounting  to  600,000,000 
lire,  and  a turnover  of  1,500,000,000  lire  in  1920 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


A GERMAN  25  YEARS’  CELEBRATION. 


Twenty-five  years  ago  since  February  7th 
a number  of  determined  men  living  in  the 
working-men’s  quarter  of  Gera-Debschwitz, 
Germany,  founded  what  is  now  the  great  co- 
operative society  of  that  town,  whose  plan  of 
activities  is  given  below.  The  history  of  this 


enterprise  is  almost  that  of  the  Rochdale 
Pioneers,  especially  as  of  the  95  founders  56 
were  weavers.  The  co-operative  society  sells 
groceries,  provisions,  and  its  own  specialities 
turned  out  from  the  extensive  butchery, 
baking,  and  cooking  establishments. 


RUSSIAN  MOVEMENT. 

A CO-OPERATIVE  EXCHANGE. 

It  was  reported  to  the  ninth  All-Russian 
Congress  of  Soviets,  held  on  December  24th, 
at  Moscow,  by  Khintchuk,  the  president  of 
the  Centrosoyus — the  central  organisation 
of  Russian  co-operative  societies— that  “ The 
mechanism  of  the  co-operative  societies  has 
been  transformed  and  based  on  commercial 
principles.  The  organisation  lias  been  con- 
siderably developed:  25,000  large  and  small 
sections  of  the  Centrosoyus  have  been  estab- 
lished within  the  territory  of  the  republic 
for  the  delivery  of  raw  material  and  the 
exchange  of  goods.” 

The  “ Centrosqyus,”  through  its  execu- 
tive committee,  has  set  up  a co-operative  mart 
In  Moscow.  Dealing  with  local  economic 
councils,  the  managing,  committees  of  various 
industrial  concerns,  Lac al  unions,  of  producers’ 
.Q-dperative  societies,  and  branches  of  the 
• Centrosoyus  ’.will  be  concept rate4  in  this 
‘stock  exchange.'1’  tl'  will  also  "prdvide  tlie 
machinery  for  arbitration  in  disputes  arising 
jut  of  contracts  made  between  these  organic 
.ions,  or  between  them  and  the  State  depart- 
ments concerned  with  supply  and  commerce. 


FOR  THE  GENOA  CONFERENCE. 

The  Executive  of  the  International  Co-opera- 
tive : Confederation  of  Christian  Socialist  Co- 
operative Societies  is  urging  all  affiliated 
organisations  to  approach  .their  respective 
governments  with  a view  to  securing  repre- 
sentatives on  the  delegations  to  the  Genoa 
Conference. 


THE  END  OF  THE  SUGAR  CARO. 

The  Austrian  people  have  only  just  got 
nd  of  the  State  control  of  sugar,  and  with 
it  the  sugar  card  disappears.  The  prices 
ruling  are  1,000  kroner©  per  kilo  for  beet. 
940  crowns  for  crystal,  and  800  for  raw 
sugar.  A ton.  krone  piece  prerwar  was  worth 
8s.  4d,,  and  a kilo  i©  rougldy  ,2llbs. 


CONGRATULATIONS  TO  THE  POPE. 

The  Italian  Co-operiitive'1  Federation 
have  had  a meeting  of  I'e^dieing  at  the 
election  oLPope  Pius-XI.-  from  which  they 
sent  a telegram  of  good  wishes  to  His 
Holiness.  ouu 

AFTER  The  MOPLAH  ft($INGS. 

The  “ Madras  Bulletin  ” urges  that  the 
reconstruction  of  the  areas  in  Malabar 
suffering  from  the  recent  Moplah  risings 
be  carried  out  through  co-operative  socie- 
ties, after  the  manner  of  the  French  in 
their  war-devastated  regions. 


THE  REVOLT  OF 
ISLAM. 


FResh  light  on  the  problems  of  the  East 
is  always  welcome.  We  are  too  ignorant 
of  the  workings  of  the  Moslem  mind,  and 
we  cannot  take  the  East  for  granted  any 
more.  Dr.  Lothrop  Stoddard  has  effectually 
pricked  that  bubble,  if  indeed  it  still 
needed  to  be  pricked,  when  all  the  East  is 
seething  with  disorder  and  unrest.  His 
“ New  World  of  Islam  is  a striking 
book,  and  fills  a want.  Hits  vivid  sketch 
of  the  rise  of  the  Arab  Empire  and  its  fall 
before  successive  waves  of  Turanian 
invaders,  on  whose  unworthy  shoulders -.the 
Prophet's  mantle  fell,  prepares  us  for  the 
discussion  of  the  present  situation,  for 
which  he  draws  material  from  a wide  range 
of  current  publications.  The  rebirth  of 
Islan;  dates  from  the  Wahabi  rising  in  the 
eighteenth  century,  at  the  very  moment 
when  tlie  Turkish  power  was  falling  to 
pieces  before  Western  imperialism.  It  was 
a spiritual  movement,  springing  for  the 
second  time  from  the  Arabian  desert,  and 
it  went  a long  way  towards  restoring  the 
better  days  of  Islam,  when  tlie  Arabs  we're 
purveyors  of  enlightenment  and  their 
austere  faith  was  still  unspoilt  by  accretions 
of  dogma  and  superstitious  practices.  It  was 
a Puritan  movement  with  all  the  spiritual 
zest  and  also  the  limitations  of  our  Pro- 
testant Reformation.  It  was  soon  cheeked, 
but  it  had  done  its  work.  Its  influence 
spread  as  far  as  India,  Egypt,  and  the 
Russian  Tartars.  Moslems  of  all  countries 
were  growing  conscious  of  their  kinship, 
and  Pan-Islamism  took  on  its  anti-Western 
character.  The  way  in  which  the  new  spirit 
worked  itself  out  m the  various  countries, 
tending  sometimes  to  nationalism  and 
sometimes  to  racialism,  is  admirably 
shown.  Dr.  Stoddard  discusses  also  the 
economic  influences  at  work,  and  shows 
how  the  permeation  of  tlie  East  by  Western 
capital  and  industrial  methods  is  making 
the  East  impatient  to  conduct  its  Qwn 
business  and  to  keep  Moslem  wealth  for 
Moslems.  _ 1 

Yet  it  is  the  very  contributions  of  the 
West — their  scientific  discoveries,  their 
trains  and  telegraphs  and  press — that  have 
rendered  possible  the  linking  up  of  Moslems 
in  a world-wide  movement.  Tlie  Kerosene 
lamp  and  tlie  sewing-machine,  which  Dr. 
Stoddard  says  have  permeated  to  tlie 
furthest  corner  of  the  East,  are  symbolic 
of  changes  of  custom  and  outlook  which 
equally  owe  their  Coming  to  the  West. 
But  the  East,  let  it  assimilate  what  it  Will, 
has  no  mind  to  be  governed  “ for  its  good  ” 
by  the  foreigner.  Moslems  looked  for  their 
opportunity  in  the  war.  They  found  it  in 
the  Peace.  The  politicians’  cynical  uncon- 
cern for  broken  With  and  the  revelations 
of  the  secret  Treaties  of  tho  Allies  for  the 
dismemberment  in  their  own  interest  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire  outraged1  Moslem  sen- 
timent past  bearing,  and  set  the  Moslem 
world  ablaze.  We  have  ourselves  and  our 
Allies  to  thank  for  the  burning  hatred 
which  grows  daily  greater  against  us.  How 
will  it  end?  Can  tlie  East  govern  itself? 
Dr.  Stoddard  tak&'s  no  side  on  this  hotly- 
debated  question.  1 But  he  notes  that  the 
old  Moslem  theocratic  democracy  was,  in 
its  wav,  a real  democracy.  There  is 
brotherhood  and  equality  for  all  believers 
in  the  one  God  and  in  Mohammed  his 
Prophet.  For  all. its  later  encrustations  of 
baser  matter  there’ remains  to  Moslem  faith 
this  kernel  of  democracy,  which  may  be  ol 
service  if  Moslemsreventually  wish  to  free 
themselves  from  the'  trammels  of  Eastern 
.absolutism,  a kernel  which,  of  course,  is 
lacking  to  the  Hindus.  The  East  cannot, 
if  rit- would,  live  to— itself  in  these  days. 
Dr.  Stoddard  doubts  if  it  can  escape" the 
tragic  feature^'  --of : civilisation:)  ms 
Westerns  know  it.  But  he  looks  to  it  to 
grow  through  it.  as  ,FF9  ourselves  must  hope 
to' do,  to  something  finer.  This  brilliant, 
sympathetic  book  will  no  doubt  have  its 
critics  But  no  one,  I think,  will  question 
Dr.  Stoddard’s  grip  of  his  complicated 
subject  or  his  fairnnndedness.  His  frank- 
ness is  a tonic.  Janet  Case,  M A. 


“ THE  LABOUR  MONTHLY." 

, lLess  than  a year-ago  there  were  co- 
operator©  who  were  willing  to  suggest  to 
the  Government  that  a general  tax  on  turn- 
over. should  be  applied  to  all  trade — co- 
operative and  non-c-o-ioperatiye — as  a 

revenue  producer  in  lieu  of  the  Corporation 
Profits  Tax.  The  National  Co-operative 
Conference  at  London  wisely  rejected  that 
alternative.  Mr.  Philips  Price,  in  an  article 
in  “The  Labour  Monthly”  (Labour  Pub- 
lishing Company  Limited,  Is.),  points 
out  that  the  .turnover  tax  of  1J 
per  cent,  on  the  declared  value  of 
goods,  which  tlie  German  Gorerilrthji]^  nas 
imposed,  “often  adds  20  per  cent,  to  the 
sell  in  g price”  if  thq  goods" -change'  hands 
several  times.  The)  articl^is  ari  riUemtifg 
exposition  of  !\y$iha.nv 
The  processes  whLchtJte  writfr'hnd^flt  fra  rk 
a.ie  the  liquidation  of  social  menSiirSs  which 
Would  tend  to  raise  the  stardard  of  tho 
German  workers  aiHl  the  imposition  an  them 
of  1 tlie  sole  burdens  of.  balancing  the  budget. 
“The  Crisis  in  Indian  Nationalism  ’’.and 
if*  A'  Controversy^ 00., (Violence  ” are  notable 
contributions,  which  with  -the  survey  of  the 
world  of  Labour,  book  reviews,  and  editorial 
notes  make  .the  February  issue  of  the 
magazine  useful, 

• ••  The  New  World  ol  IsIaiD,"  by  T«throp  Stoddard, 
A M-.  Ph.D.  (Harr.).  * CSvapman  and  Hill 
(London).  Price  lfe. 


PEACE  THAT  IS  NOT 
PEACE. 

The  great  war  has  provoked  an  enormous 
output  of  literature.  A great  mass  of 
that  published  during  the  war  itself,  and 
while  the  peace  was  in  the  making — as  it 
still  is — was  absolutely  worthless  a short 
time  after  it  appeared.  Blue-books,  white 
papers,  and  otlicial  correspondence  were 
among  some  of  the  productions  of  which 
little  notice  was  taken  in  the  “ Co-opera- 
tive News,”  for  the  simple  reason  that 
they  were  mostly  propagandist  literature, 
issued  to  serve  a temporary  purpose,  and 
rarely,  if  ever,  giving  the  complete  story 
their  titles  suggested.  A good  deal  of 
literature  of  that  kind  lias  been  published 
since  1919,  but  there  lias  also  been'  a re- 
markable output  of  books  in  which  war 
questions  and  peace  problems  have  been 
seriously  dealt  with  by  competent  thinkers 
able  to  detach  themselves  from  the  one- 
sided view  the  propagandist  always  felt 
compelled  to  take.  In  the  latter  category 
must  come  “Peaceless  "Europe,”  by 
Francesco  Nitti  (Cassell.  12s.).  Signor 
Nitti  was  Italian  Premier.  In  191-1  lie  no 
doubt  found  a good  deal  to  complain  of  in 
the  state  of  the  world,  but  he  looks  back 
upon  it  now  as  a paradise  compared  with 
the  post-war  world.  Many  take  the  same 
view  when  they  ruminate  over  tlie  contrast 
between  tilings  as  they  were  and  tilings  as 
they  are.  His  chief  purpose  seems  to  ho 
to  put  forward  a plea  for  the  conversion 
.of  this  Pcaeeless  Europe  into  a Peaceful 
Europe.  The  chief  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
the  conversion  of  Europe  lies  in  the  Ver- 
sailles Treaty,  and  a revision  of  the  penal- 
ties imposed  upon  Germany.  According 
to  Signor  Nitti,  Mr.  Lloyd  George  did  not 
favour  the  extreme  measures  adopted  by 
the  dictators  of  the  Peace;  and  Signor 
Nitti  indicates  that  ho  himself  shared  Mr. 
Lloyd  George's  views,  and  that  both  only 
signed  in  order  to  preserve  friendship  with 
France.  There  is  ample  evidence  from 
other  sources  that  this  claim  is  well- 
founded,  but,  unfortunately,  before  the 
time  came  to  consider  the  peace  proposals 
in  reason,  Mr.  Lloyd  George  had  fought  an 
election  in  which  he  roused  the  worst 
passions  and  drove  reason  out  of  liis  own 
followers  and  out  of  the  masses  as1  well. 
He  is  suffering  now  less  than  those  whom 
he  lured  into  giving  a mandate  for  the 
most  crushing  terms  possible.  Signor 
Nitti,  like  a good  many  [others,  is  less  con- 
cerned about  the  fate  of  Germany  than 
about  the  fate  of  other  countries;  but 
because  he  is  very  much  concerned  about 
saving  other  countries  lie  insists  that  it 
must  be  made  possible  for  Germany  bo  live 
and  work  and  trade.  That  is  why  he 
insists  that  the  Peace  Treaties  must  be 
revised,  i and  that  all  ex-enemy  States 
should  be,  admitted,  to  the  League  of 
Nations.  He  recommends  cancellation  of 
all  war  debts ; the  reduction  of  the  indem- 
nity imposed  upon  Germany.  To  one  of 
liis  propositions  liberal  minds  ought  to 
oppose  themselves.  That  is  the  proposition 
that  Britain  and  Italy  should  gunraijteo 
France  against  unprovoked  aggression  for 
twenty  years.  The  League  of  Nations 
gives  that  guarantee,  and  there  should  lie 
no  contracting-out  of  the  League  unless 
wq  are  prepared  to  say  that  the  League  is 
not,  fit  for  the  task  that  Britain,  France, 
Italy,  an  (I  all  tlie  other  signatories  to' tho 
Peace  Treaty  assigned  to  it. 

Myles  Lo.sd. 

You  miss  a good  deal  in  life  if  you  don’t 
read  the  “ Millgate  Monthly,”  which  is 
your  oiva  publication^  don’t  forgot. 


Everyone’s 
Health  Beverage 

Old  and  young,  delicate  and 
strong,  everyone  benefits  by 
a daily  glass  of  NESTLE'S 
Malted  Milk.  It  is  prepared 
from  pure,  rich  milk  and 
choice  malted  wheat  and 
barley — a delicious  beverage, 
refreshing  and  invigorating. 
A glass  of  Nestles  Malted 
Milk  taken  before  retiring 
ensures  sound  healthful  sleep. 


MEEK 

Sbtft  pt  <$,  Co-Operative  Stores .; ; 

Remember  that  the  name — NESTLE— 
is  a guarantee  of  quality  and  purity 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8,  EASTCHEAP,  LONDON.  E.C.3. 
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CAPITAL  AND 

LABOUR. 

[ [TIME  TO  DISCUSS  THEIR 

RELATIONSHIP. 

ALDERMAN  JOHNSTON’S 

PLEA. 

We  have  received  the  following  for 
publication ; — 

[To  THE  Editor,  “ Co-opeiiative  News.”] 
Sir, — I sent  the  enclosed  letter  to  the 
United  Board  of  the  Co-operative 

Union  for  their  meeting  on  January 
21st,  suggesting  that  a principal  subject 
for  ' discussion  at  the  Brighton  Con- 
gress should  he  ‘ 1 Tlie  Relation  of  Capital 
and  Labour,”  with  special  reference  to  the 
Building  Guild),,  but  the  United  Board 
decided  to  have  a paper  read  at  Congress 
dealing  with  “ the  financial  position  of  the 
movement  in  relation  to  new  forms  of  admin- 
istration in  retail  trade,”  a fitting  subject 
to  be  discussed  at  local  conferences,  but 
not  of  such  importance  or  urgency  as  the 
discussion  of  methods  to  bring  industrial 
economy  into  operation  in  the  co-operative 
movement. 

We  have  our  Hours  and  Wages  Boards 
spending  their  time,  energy,  and  the  funds 
of  the  Union  in  meetings  endeavouring  to 
prevent  conflict  between  co-operative 
societies  and  their  workers,  and  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co- 
operators  engaged  in  similar  work,  and  dur- 
ing the  month  from  December  10th  to 
January  10th  this  Joint  Committee  held  six 
meetings  in  Loudon  c,r  Manchester  to  deal 
with  such  conflicts,  entailing  the  attendance 
of  seven  or  eight  members  of  that  committee 
from  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Is  it 
not  time  that  we  endeavoured  to  apply  the 
principles  of  the  co-operative  movement  to 
our  work,  and  to  the  realisation  of  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth ?— -Yours,  Ac., 
James  Johnston:. 

Oak  Bark  Avenue,  Manchester,  E., 
February  19th,  1922. 

The  following  is  the  enclosure  referred 
to : — 

To  THE  Members  of  the  United  Board. 
Dear  Sirs,— I venture  to  suggest  that  the 
relations  of  Labour  and  Capital  should  be  a 
principal  subject  for  discussion  at  the 
Annual  Co-opeiative  Congress  at  Brighton, 
on  account  of  it-s  supreme  impertauee  in  the 
welfare  of  the  community.  At  the  present 
time  we  have  two  millions  of  unemployed 
persons  in.  the  United  Kingdom,  and  over 
300,000  persons  only  partially  employed, 
Whereas  there  is  urgent  need  for  greater 
production  in  housing  and  other  matters 
that  are  essential  to  the  physical  and  moral 
health  of  the  people  and  under  proper  con- 
ditions of  industry,  we  could  remove  the 
burdens  under  whir'll- we  are  now  suffering. 

This  is  primarily  the  principal,  w ork  of  the 
co-operative  movement,  but  up  to  noiv,  it 
lias  not  fully  realised  it,  nor1  attempted  to 
bring  into  existence  a Co-operative  Common- 
wealth, which  it  set  out  to  achieve. 

THE  GUILD  SYSTEM. 

I have  called  attention  at  several  meetings 
of  the  Central  Board  to  the  formation  of  the 
Building  Guild,  which  was  founded  in  Man- 
chester in  the  early  part  of  1920  by  the  Lan- 
cashire branches  of  the  National  Federation 
of  Building  Trade  Operatives,  and  much 
good  work  lias  been  done  by  it  since  that 
time,  and  the  Guildl  has  now  become  a 
national  institution,  and  has  a full  comple- 
ment of  technicians,  architects  and  sur- 
veyors, clerks’  building  trade  section,  elec- 
trical, and  all  other  trades,  to  enable  it  to 
carry  on  its  work  in  the  most  efficient  and 
economical  manner.  The  Building  Guild 
Limited  is  the  legal  entity  established  for 
the  purpose  of  signing  contracts  arranging 
credits,  organising  finance,  and  generally 
assuming  the  legal  liabilities  involved  in  the 
business.  The  Guild  organisation  is  based 
upon  local  Building  Guild  Committees, 
.which  appoint  their  own  foremen  and  other 
supervisors.  They  have  their  own  banking 
aooount,  draw  cheques  for  wages  and 
materials,  and  since  October,  1920,  cheques 
in  exoess  of  £400,000  have  been  drawn  and 
every-  penny  satisfactorily  accounted  for. 
The  London  branch  has  at  present  contracts 
for  over  £500,000.  They,  have  installed  a 
first-class  joinery  works  with  40,009  feet  of 
floor  area,  and  fitted  with  electrically- 
driven  wood-working  machinery.  The 
present  contracts  entered  into  by  the 
National  Guild  are  in  excess  of  £2,000,000. 
they  aim  at  £5,000,000  this  year  and 
£10  000,000  next  year.  The  Ministry  of 
Health,  by  their  foolish  and  vindictive 
Sanitations,  prevented  the  Guild  making 
contracts  with  many  other  local  authorities. 

A Furniture  and  Furnishings  Guild  is 
now  in'  full  work  in  Manchester,  a Clerks’ 
Guild  in  the  same  city.  Guild  of  Slate 
Quarries  in  North  Wales,  Coventry 
Engineers,  a foundry  ,to  produce  light  cast- 
ings, and  it  is  iiutended,  eventually,  to 
establish  Guild  brickwdrks  and  other  manu- 
factories for  producing  building  material  to 
cut  out  the  profiteers,  who.  have  run  build- 
'iug  costs,  to  einJi  n high  level 'bv;prdfitqeKng, 
which  .still  goes  oil  owing  to  the  combine  of 
-.firms 'who  supply  building  material,  f-fllie 
pnrchn.se  of 'plant’  material,  wages,  AcT.hos 
been  done  on  the  joint  Credit  of  Guilds  and 
local  authorities,.  iwith  : the  constant  help 
and  support  of  tjfe  C.W.S.  Bank,  without 
any  capital  in  the  ordinary  acceptance  of 
the  word,  but  the  Guild  fed  that  the  time 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next,  column.] 


THE  POOR  AND  CLOTHES. 


SHORTAGE  SAID  TO  BE  THE  WORST  ON  RECORD. 


POSITION  EXAMINED. 


[“  Co-operative  News  ” Special.] 


The  vast  amount  of  destitution  in  the 
country  caused  by  unemployment,  short- 
time,  and  the  cut  in  wages  has  taken  rather 
a peculiar  form.  It  is  not  confined  to  one 
industry  or  group  Of  allied  industries  as  in 
the  past  j every  industry  in  which  skilled 
or  unskilled  workers  take  a part  is 
suffering.  The  bank  clerk  is  almost  as 
seriously  affected  ais  the  dock  labourer, 
allowing  for  the  difference  in  life  and  its 
demands  in  both  occupations.  Outside 
this  general  result,  however,  there  are 
other  considerations,  such  as  the  one  of 
clothing,  particularly  affecting  manual 
workers,  and  more  especially  those  on  the 
lower  rung  of  the  social  ladder,  that  unfor- 
tunate section  which  in  ordinary  good 
times  and  bad  times  hover  perilously  on  or 
near  the  line  of  bare  subsistence.  Have 
they  ever  looked  so  shabby  or  so  under- 
ciothed  as  they  do  at  present? 

In  the  immediate  pre-war  years,  when  a 
big  strike  was  in  progress,  the  effect  was 
usually  seen  in  the  strikers  and  their 
families  by  the  shortness  of  food.  There 
never  seemed  to  bo  any  want  of  clothes. 
There  were  widespread' appeals  for  feeding 
the  women  and  children,  soup  kitchens  on 
every  side  punctuated  the  land,  and  the 
illustrated  papers  showed  us  great  queues 
of  people  with  basins  in  their  hands  wait- 
ing outside  the  doors  of  a schoolroom 
guarded  by  policemen.  When  the  trouble 
was  in  the  winter-time  there  were  similar 
lines,  with  every  description  of  vehicle  or 
utensil,  gathered  outside  coal-yards  or  gas- 
works, or  grouped  on  mounds  of  waste 
cinders  and  clinkers  near  collieries  digging 
away  for  pieces  of  anything  that  would 
give  out  a little  heat.  Many  of  ns  remem- 
ber those  who  dredged  canals  for  the  pieces 
of  coal  dropped  out  of  barges,  the  fishing 
lines  being  a piece  of  string  attached  to  a 
bucket. 

Coal  and  Food. 

To-day  none  of  these  once  familiar 
features  appear  in  evidence.  There  is 
abundance  of  coal  for  sale,  although  being, 
still  three  times  the  pre-war  rate  it  is 
apparently  beyond  the  purse  of  the  very 
poor.  Nor  can  any  be  found  on  the  waste 
heaps  or  the  canal  bed,  for  both  have  been 
cleaned  up  in  previous  years  of  scarcity. 
Nor  have  municipalities  laid  in  stocks  for 
poor  families,  as  in  the  last  coal  strike.  Of 
course  a certain  amount  of  heat,  light,  and 
cooking  can  be  extracted  from  a penny-in.- 
the-slot  gas  meter,  and  the  users  of  these 
articles  and  of  municipal  gas-cookers  of  the 
kind  for  which  no  hiring  fee  ft  charged  by 
progressive  local  authorities  and  only  a 
small  quarterly  sum  by  others,  are  in- 
creasing enormously.  But  even  more  im- 
portant than  coal — which  is  more  in  evi- 
dence in  the  poorest  houses  than  supposed 
— is  the  question  of  food. 

Now  food,,  in  a general  way,  is  not  scarce 
in  the  homes  where  it  is  most  wanted.  Of 
course  there  are  unfortunate  exceptions — 
the  sick,  the  feeble,  and  the  incompetent. 
There  are  always  people  of  this  class  even 
in  the  most  prosperous  times,  but  the  im- 
provement in  the  methods  and  amount  of 
Government  relief  ought  to  reach  even 
such  unfortunates.  There  appears  to  be  a 
sufficiency  of  food  of  the  commoner  and 
ooarrer  kinds,  but  still  satisfactory  food, 
ifor  everyone.  Tlie  fall  in  retail  prices  has 
brought'  these  down  almost  to  pre-war 
level.  Needy  children  are  fed  in  the  school 
canteens,  and,  relatively,  their  number  is 
much  below  the  total  of  previous  periods  of 
scarcity.  It  is  also  significant  that  chari- 


table and  relief  organisations  generally 
report  that  applications  for  food  are  not 
numerous,  and  except  in  a small  cotton 
town  here  and  there  one  never  hears  of  a 
food  kitchen  in  operation. 

The  explanation  for  this  state  of  things 
is,  of  course,  unemployed  pay,  the  dole, 
and  a more  extensive  and  more  generous 
amount  of  relief  by  the  Poor-Law  authori- 
ties. The  panel  doctor  and  the  school 
clinic  also  add  something  to  health  without 
extra  expense.  Some  amount  of  money,  or 
its  equivalent,  is  always  coming  into  a dis- 
tressed home  every  week,  and  although 
the  amount  varies  among  different  people 
and  trades  and  in  different  places,  it 
usually  provides  plain  food.  Twenty-six 
shillings  for  a man,  wife,  and  child,  as 
given  bv  a Board  of  Guardians,  may  for  a 
time  just  keep  the  wolf  outside  the  door, 
although  those  inside  get  gradually  weaker, 
and  all  one  can  say  is  that  it  is  better  than 
nothing  at  all.  Boards  are  urged  to  go 
further — to  pay  the  rent  and  give  an  allow- 
ance of  coal  every  week.  A large  number 
include  the  coal  in  the  relief  pay.  As  seen 
in  the  case  of  Poplar,  however,  this  exten- 
sion is  a difficult  problem,  and  the  only 
solution  appears  in  the  direction  of  making 
suitable  relief  a national  rather  than  a 
local  charge. 

Real  Famine. 

Out  of  the  unemployment  or  short-time 
payments,  too,  there  seems  to  be  sufficient 
to  pay  for  plain  food  and  a little  coal — to 
just  manage  without  unduly  straining  the 
breaking  point.  This  is  not  an  enviable 
existence,  but  it  is  much  better  than  in 
previous  years  of  labour  troubles.  It  has 
averted,  perhaps,  a revolution.  More 
things,  however,  are  required  in  the  art  of 
mere  existence  than  food  and  coal,  and  the 
most  pressing  of  these  is  clothing.  Now 
this  is  where  the  present  period  of  stress- 
and  necessity  differs  from  all  its  prede- 
cessors. There  is  a real  famine  in  clothes 
among  the  poor — the  worst  on  record — and 
it  is  questionable  whether  clothes  worn  on 
the  body  or  clothes  used  in  the  house  for 
sleeping,  floor  covering,  or  household  pur- 
poses generally  are  the  scarcer.  Stand  at 
any  Labour  Exchange  and  notice  the  men 
registering ! 

Doles,  short-time,  and  relief  monies  don't 
run  to  olothes,  so  renewals  are  not  possible. 
The  price  of  clothes,  too,  have  not  gone 
down  in  anything  like  the  same  proportion 
as  food.  Poor:Law  authorities  do  not  give 
clothes  as  equivalent  to  money.  The  edu- 
cation authorities  are  allowed  to  feed  needy 
children,  but  not  to  clothe  them  even  when 
they  have  not  enough  on  for  decency,  and 
there  are  thousands  in  every  large  centre 
in  this  condition.  Teachers  and  relief 
organisations  everywhere  are  at  their  wits' 
end  to  find  any  kind  of  clothing  or  foot- 
wear, but  the  appeals  to  the  charitable 
have  never  produced  so  little  in  the  way 
of  discarded  articles.  The  war,  with  its 
various  appeals,  cleared  out  all  household 
stocks  of  clothes  and  linen,  and  high  prices 
since  have  led  most  people  to  go  on  wear- 
ing old  clothes  whilst  they  stuck  together. 
Poor  children  accordingly  are  in  a most 
shocking  condition.  Many  come  to  school 
without  any  underclothing  or  the  merest 
apology  for  it,  and  in  one  school  in  a large 
town  last  week  a girl  of  ten  had  as  her 
only  clothes  a pair  of  heelless,  ragged 
stockings,  a pinafore,  and  the  remains  of 
an  old  raincoat:  no  hat,  nor  boots. 

• S. 
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has  now  arrived  when  they  must  step  out 
into  ordinary  work,  as  they  can  do  whatever 
the  private  builder  can,  better  and  more 
economically,  and  they  are  now  asking  tbeir 
supporters  for  £150,000  at  33  P^r  cent,  to 
enable  them  to  do  this. 

The  basic  principle  of  the  Guild  is  that 
Labour  should  be  tlie  first  charge  on  indus- 
try. Continuous  pay,  no  lost  time  for  bad 
weather,  sickness,  or  holidays,  control  and 
partnership  in  industry,  as  there  is  no 
security  for  tlie  community  save  in  the 
willingness  and  ability 'of  labour  to  preduue, 
without  stint,  by  co-operation  and  fellowship, 
by  a wise  application  of  labour  under  demo- 
cratic control.  Dispel  tlie  mistaken  idea, 
that  industry  must  ooatinue  under  capitalist 
control ; make  labour  a partnership  with  the 
community  and  abolish  profit-making.  Sucli 
a scheme  was  submitted  to  tlie  Sankey  Com- 
mission by  the  Miners’  Federation  and  the 
N.U.R.  liad  a proposal  for  .partial  control, 
by  labour,  of  the  railways.  Nothing  Las 
since  been  heard  of  eitW,  but  only  by  such 
a method  can  industrial  harmony  be 
attained. 

John  Rusidn  said,  “There  is  no  tvbalth 
but  life,”  and  Joseph  Mazzini.  “The 
remedy  for  the  wifpngs  of  labour  is  to  be 
found  in  the  union  of  labour  and  capital  in 
the  same  hands. — Yours  truly, 

James  Johnston. 

The  Manchester  Regional  Guild  has  a 
contract  with  our  Corporation  to  build- fifty 
parlour  cottages  with  three  bedrooins  for 
about  £650  each,  and  fifty  with  four  bed- 
rooms at  about  £700  each,  for  which  we  were 
paying  about  £1,000  each  a year  ago. 


MATCH-MAKING. 

NAMES  AND  LABELS’ 

“ Four  Interested  Members  ” write  saving 
that  the  following  question  was  asked  from 
the  floor  of  the  house  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  their  society: — Why  not  buy  C.W.S. 
matches  instead  of  those  now  supplied  ? 
The  reply  from  the  platform  was  that  tlie 
C.W.S.  did  not  make  matches.  “ What 
about  the  ‘Federation’  match?”  was  the 
supplementary  question.  Tlie  reply  to  this 
was  that  these  matches  were  made  by  a 
private  firm,  And  that  the  advertisements^ on 
the  boxes  were  supplied  by  the  C.W.S. 
“ Four  Interested  Members  " want  to  know 
whether  this  is  so,  and  whether  the  same 
practice  is  observed  regarding  any  other 
articles  supplied  by  tlie  C.W.S. 

The  question  of  tlie  Wholesale  Society 
starting  a match  factory  lias  been  raised  at 
the  quarterly  meetings  on  several  occasions, 
and  the  directors  have  always  replied  that 
the  amount  of  trade  done  with  societies  did 
not  warrant  it.  At  the  present  time  the 
C.W.S.  draws  its  supplies  of  matches  from 
three  or  four  well-known  private  firms,  and 
tlie  advertisements  appear  on  the  boxe3  bv 
mutual  arrangement.  Other  articles  which 
are  not  the  productions  of  tlie  C.W.S.,  such 
as  canned  goods,  are  also  treated  in  this  way. 


As  a remarkable  coincidence,  the  total 
trade  of  the  Croydon  Society  in  1907  was 
£21,000:  the  sapie  figures  represent  the 
trade  of  the  South  Suburban  Society  for 
Christmas  week. 


CO-OPERATORS  IN 

PARLIAMENT. 

TWO  MORE  ELECTE  D 

OPPONENTS  WASHED  OUT. 

The  Government  lias  had  smashing  blows 
in  the  elections  in  Clayton  and  Camber- 
well The  chief  interest  for  “ News  ” 
readers  is  that  the  elections  have  sent  two 
more  co-operators  to  the  green  benches  at 
Westminster,  although  both  stood  as 
Labour  candidates. 


Mr.  Jack  Sutton, 


Mr.  Jaek  Sutton,  M.P.,  'fought  in  a dis- 
trict where  the  whole  record  of  his  career 
was  an  open  book  to  those  whose  votes  ho 
sought.  That  is  not  always  an  advantage 
to  a candidate,  hut  it  was  no  disadvantage 
to  him.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Manchester  and  Salford  Society ; his  sons 
are  well  known  in  the  co-operative  jnove- 
ment ; lie  has  an  excellent  record  of  service 
in  the  City  Council,  and  even  there  one  of 
his  sons  has  followed  in  father’s  footsteps. 
The  new  Member  had  also  represented  part 
of  the  same  district  in  Parliament  till  1918, 
when,  like  a good  many  more  honest  men 
who  fought,  he  went  down  in  “that  sinister 
election.” 

Mr.  C.  G.  Ammon,  the  Victor  in  Camber- 
well, is  also  a zealous  co-operator  whom 
the  fortunes  of  the  ballot  kept  out  of  Par- 
liament in  1918. 

There  would  have  been  victory  for  co- 
operative principles  to  record  eVerf  had  Mr. 
Sutton  and  Mr.  Ammon  suffered  defeat, 
for  the  opponents  of  both  were,  compelled 
by  vigour  of  the  support  behind  the  victors 
to  pledge  themselves  in  advance  to  resist 
the  Geddes’  proposals  with  regard  to  edu- 
cation. In  Clayton,  on  the  eve  of  the 
election,  tlie  defeated  candidate  even  indi- 
cated that  lie  would  be  in  favour  of  the 
removal  of  tlie  Canadian  Cnttle  embargo. 
Whether  either  would  have  been  free  t« 
take  his  own  line  on  these  questions  if 
elected  is  another  matter. 

Clayton’s  defeated  candidate  was  f 
Coalitionist,  although  he  tried  to  avoid 
mentioning  it,  and  proclaimed  himself  a 
Conservative  pure  and  simple — although 
he  hnd  to  confess  that  he  would  be  with 
his  party  so  long  as  it  remained  in  Coalition 
with  the  Coalition  Liberals.  The  Govern- 
ment majority  of  4,631  was  converted  into 
a Labour  majority  of  3,624. 

Much  the  same  conditions  arose  in  Cam- 
berwell, although  the  turnover  was  not  so 
great.  The  unsuccessful  candidate  there 
was  also  described  officially  as  a Conserva- 
tive, but  he  confessed  that  he  would  he  a 
general  supporter  of  the  Government.  Tlio 
Coalition  Unionist  in  1918  had  1,658  of  a 
majority  over  the  Liberal  and  Labour  can- 
didates— Mr.  Ammon’s  vote  then  being 
only  2,175.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Ammon  had 
a poll  of  7,854  votes,  which  gave  him  a 
majority  of  1,135. 

In  both  constituencies  the  Independent 
Liberals  were  advised  to  vote  Labour. 


DISTRESS  IN  GREAT 
YARMOUTH. 

The  following  letter  to  the  editor  tells  its 
own  stoiy  of  tlie  state  of  affairs  prevailing  in 
one  of  our  chief  fishery  centres  : — 

Sir, — The  herring  fishing  at  Great  Yar- 
mouth during  1921  was  a complete  failure. 
Many  hundreds  of  fishermen  after  toiling  for 
several  months  liad  no  pay  to  receive  at  the 
close  of  the  season,  and  as  all  herring 
fishere  work  on  the  shore  system,  and  aro 
therefore  co-adventiirer6,  they  are  not 
entitled  to  any  benefits  under  the  Unem- 
ployment Insurance  Acts. 

There  are  approximately  5,000  workeis, 
other  than  fishermen,  registered  on  tlie  live 
register  of  the  Employment  Exchange— 
many  of  whom  are,  of  course,  drawing  tho 
unemployment  benefit. 

But  the  distress  among  the  workers  of  this 
town  is  very  acute. 

During  the  war  Yarmouth  suffered 
severely,  and  owing  to  the  prevailing 
economic  conditions  the  town  lias  not  been 
able  to  recover  itself,  and  therefore  is  not 
in  a position  to  do  much  to  help  its  poor 
and  distressed  inhabitants. 

Tlie  Great  Yarmouth  Co-operative  Society 
for  several  weeks  has  been  doing  its  utmost 
to  help  those  of  its  membere  who  are  in 
urgent  need  of  assistance,  dispensing  ill 
bread,  groceries,  and  coal  about  £20  weekly. 

We  are  getting  towandis  the  end  of  our 
available  resources,  but  the  need  for  help  is 
i rstill  very  urgent  . , , 

I wonder  therefore,  whether  any  enari- 
tablv  disposed  co-operator  could  assist  us.  I 
wonder  whether  any  society  will  help. 

D.  T.  King,  President, 

Great  Yarmouth  Co-operative  Society. 

Middle  Market-road.  Great  Yarmouth. 
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BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 
NOWADAYS. 


Gloucester. — Tlie  quarterly  meeting jivas 
held  on  February  15th,  in  the  Lecture  Hall, 
Brunswick-road,  Mr.  A.  J.  BurVton,  J.P., 
presiding  over  a moderate  attendance  of 
members.  The  cash  received  for,  goods  sold 
amounted  to  £187,904,  including  £153  club 
sales.  As  the  corresponding  quarter  ui  1920 
wac?  one  of  14  weeks,  the  committee  hjul,  in 
making  a comparison,  .allowed  for  this  extra 
week.  "The  receipts  then  showed  a decrease 
of  £05,081.  or  25  per  cent.  Alter  taking 
into  consideration  the  fall  in  the  cost  of 
living,  the  committee  said  it  would  appear 
that  the  decreapa  was  in  money  value  only, 
ami  that  a simHar  volume  of  trade  was  done 
as  in  the  same  period  c-f  1920.  The  com- 
mittee recommended  an  interim  dividend  of 
Is  9d.  in  the  pound  on  members’  purchases 
for  the  quarter,  and  10id.  on  non-members’ 
purchases.  . The  share  capital  showed  an 
increase  of  £19,249  over  a year  ago.  The 
meeting  approved  of  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee in  making  a grant  of  £50  towards 
local  funds  for  the  unemployed.  Mr.  Black- 
well  moved  that  £100  be  granted  to  he 
divided  between,  tlie  Co-operative  Union  and 
the  local  fund  for  tlie  relief  of  the  famine  in 
Russia.  The  meeting,  impressed  by  the 
horrors  of  the  famine,  voted  this 
unanimously. 


Lowestoft. — Mr.  P.  W.  Payment,  J.P., 
who  was  re-elected  president  at  the  half- 
yearly  meeting  on  Monday,  the  13th  inst., 
said  the  members  had  good  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  progress  of  the  society, 
taking  into  account  the  general  state  of 
trade  in  the  i district  owing  to  unemploy- 
ment Although  it-  trading  loss  was  made, 
this  was  entirely  due  to  the  drastic  depre- 
ciation of  stocks  in  the  various  depart- 
ments, In  fact,  they  had  taken  a bold 
course  of  action  to  meet  the  need  of  the 
times,  and  iu  view  of  this  they 'felt  justi- 
fied in  declaring  a dividend  from  then- 
reserves.  The  report  showed  sales  amount- 
ing to  £53.097;  share  capital,  £27,546; 
loan  deposits.  £2,797 ; and  penny  bank 
deposits,  £1,488.  The  total  sales  for  1921 
amounted  to  £108,168.  A dividend  of  9d. 
in  the  pound  was  declared  on  members’ 
puycftases,  with  the  usual  grant  to  educa- 
tional funds.  During  the  evening  Mr.  J. 
Sitldall,  who  recently  retired  from  the 
management  committee  after  -serving  oyer 
nine  years  on  that  body,  was  presented 
with  an  oak  folding  arm-chair  as  a token 
of  esteem. 


Torquay. — The  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  on  Thursday,  February  16th,  Air.  C. 
FT.  Cload  presiding  over  a fair  attendance 
of  members.  The  report  showed  sales  of 
£115,150  for  twentv-six  weeks,  which, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  half- 
year,  was  a decrease  of  £11.780.  The  cor- 
responding half-year,  however,  consisted 
of  twenty-seven  weeks.  Tlie  sales  for  the 
year  exceeded  those  of  1920  by  £2,941, 
and  were  a record  in  the  history  of  the 
society.  The  . surplus  for  disposal  after 
meeting  all  charges,  including  interest  and 
depreciation,  was  £8,057.  From  this  it 
was  decided  to  pay  discount  at  the  rate  of 
Is.  3d.  in  the  pound  on  sales,  £150  to  edu- 
cational fund,  £500  to  general  reserve 
fund,  £200  to  Corporation  Profits  Tax 
reserve,  and  various  donations.  The  report 
and  balance  slieet  was  unanimously 
adopted, . the  committee  and-- officials  being 
complimented  by ; the  members  on  the 
excellent  results.  Air.  C.  H.,  Cload  (presi- 
dent), Air.  F.  E.‘  Willis  (secretary),  and 
Messrs.  .1.  Collins,  H.  Thompson,  and  T. 
Williams  (general  committee)  were  re- 
elected. For  the  educational  committee 
Mr.  1?-  Greenwood  was  re-elected.  The 
membership  was  5,703,  and  the  share 
capital  £99*159.  . 

Wells  and  District. — The  quarterly' meet- 
ing was  held  in-th,©  Small- Hull,  oji  Monday, 
February  13th,  when  the  members  "’ere  ex- 
tremely pleased  to  have  Sir  Thomas  Allen 
(C.W.S.  director)  and  Mr.  -I.  White  (C.W.S. 
auditor)  down  to,  ^dd  less  the  meeting.  Hie 
balance  slieet,  which  was _ very,  satisfactory-, 
recommended  the  usual  dividend  ( Is.  in  tlie 
pound),  after  allowing  depreciation  on  build- 
ings and  fixtures.  There  being  only  the 
four  retiring  members  of  the  committee 
nominated;  they  were ,dteclarea  elected.  The 
addresses  of  Sir  T.  Allen  and  Mr.  J,  White 
were  listened  to  with  marked  attention  by 
a large  number. of  members. 

W ilham. — The  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  on  Wednesday.  February  8th;  Air.  A. 
Cole  (chairman  of  . tlie  society)  presiding. 
The  report  showed  sales  amounting  to 
£8.666.  The  amount  received  on  account 
of  shares  was  £666,  loans  £94.  and  small 
savings  £83.  The  share  apital  of  the  society 
exceeded  that  of  tjfe  corresponding  period  of 
1921  by  £1.432.  The  three  retiring  mem- 
bers of  committee.  Messrs.  J.  Bray  brook, 
A.  J.  Evers,  and,  A.  H.  Wade,  were  again 
elected.  It  was  agreed  to  subscribe  £2 
to  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Clnldf.en. 

Bletchley. — Mr.  J.  H.  Goodwin  occupied 
the  chair  at  the  quarterly  meeting,  winch 
was  held  on  February  15th.  fn  the  Society's. 
Hall.  There’  was  a, good  attendance  of  mem- 
bers. The  report  shewed  /sales  for  the 
quarter  of  t £1.9,243,  against  £$$,359  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  1920.  This  was 
considered  to  be  very  satisfactory  when  the 
substantial  reduction,  in  the  priocsjpf  prac- 
tically all  commodities  were  taken,  into  con- 
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SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


THE  NEW  WORLDS. 

MR.  NEIL  MACLEAN  TWITS 

THE  PRIME  MINISTER. 

NOTTINGHAM’S  ANNUAL 

FESTIVAL. 

The, event  of  the  year  in  Nottingham  was-, 
the  annual  festival  of  the  local  society, 
which  took  place  in  the  Albert  Hall  on 
February  14th.  The  educational  department 
had  secured  Air.  Neil  Maclean,  M.P.  (Govan 
Division,  Glasgow),  as  the  speaker. 

The  platform  had  been  tastefully 
decorated  with  plants,  and  the  banners  of 
the  Arnold  and  Nottingham  Women’s  Guilds 
were  on  show.  Across  the  platform  a long 
streamer  N with  the  words  “Purchase  Co- 
operative Productions  ” was  exhibited,  and 
in  order  that  those  present  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  testing  the  quality  of  these 
productions,  members  of  the  Women’s 
Guilds  were  busy  selling  co-operative  publi- 
cations, and  C.W.S.  chocolates  were 
retailed  by  young  ladies.  A crowd  of  over 
2,000  had  assembled  when  Air.  Walter  Halls, 
ALP.  (president  of  the  society),  took  the 
chair. 

An  excellent  programme  was  contributed 
by  the’  Nottingham  Co-operative  Choral 
Society  (conductor.  Air.  A.  Towers),  the 
Orchestral  Society  (conductor.  Air.  C. 
Hough),  and  Air.  Percy  Blaber  (humorist). 

Remarkable  Progress. 

Mr.  Walter  Halls,  in,  opening  the  pro- 
ceedings, said  that  despite  the  adverse  con- 
ditions that  had  prevailed  duiing  the  war 
and  since,  the  society  had  been  making  sub- 
stantial progress.  At  the  eiid  of  1911  they 
had  a membership  of  13,000,  and  at  tlie  end 
of  1921  they  had  a membership  of  23,433 — 
an  increase  of  80  per  cent.,  and  this  was 
during  a period  when  Nottingham's  popula- 
tion had  increased  by  J_i  per  cent.  only, 
kales  had  increased  253  per  cent.,  although 
clue  allowance  had  to  be  made  for  increased 
prices.  Share  capital  had  increased  from 
£145,461  to  £363,129,  a.n  increase  of  1.50  per 
cent.  Continuing,  Air.  Halls  claimed  that 
Nottingham  possessed  a real  live  society, 
and  it  could  only  be  so  when  it  tried  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  people,  and  adapted 
itself  to * the  needs  of  the  time.  He  was 
satisfied,  however,  that  good  progress  had' 
been  made  in  every  respect.  Distress  and 
slumps  in  trade  always  hit  the  movement 
much  more  than  its  rivals,  because  the  co-  ' 
operative  movement  depended  almost  exclu- 
sively upon  the  wage-earners  for  support. 

Ability  to  Govern. 

Mr.  Maclean  referred  to  the  controversy 
regarding  the  movement  taking  part  in 
politics,  and  amidst  rounds  of  cheering  he 
said  the  movement  niust  enter  politics,  even 
for  tlie  selfish  purpose  of  safeguarding-  its 
own  interests.  Some  people  in  the  move- 
ment denounced  this,  but  it  was  because 
they  did  not  understand  exoneration . All 
they  knew  of  it  was  its  commercialism.  But 
the  moment  the  movement  became  only 
commercial,  it  would  lose  its  soul,  and  the 
whole  body  would  he  damned.  Even  if  they 
Looked  at  the  matter  purely  from  the  com- 
mercial point  of  view  they  must  enter 
politics.  Referring  to  tlie  Government  of 
the  country,  the  speaker  6aid  if  they  could 
not  govern  it  better  than,  it  had  been 
governed  for  the  past  fifty  years,  then  there 
was  no  intelligence  in  t>he  people  of  the 
Country.  The  co-operative  movement,  trade 
unioft  organisation,  and  the  .working-class 
could  give  men  and  wfomen  trained  in  admin- 
istrative and  executive  work  to  govern  and 
guide  the  country  in  the  interests  of  all  the 
people.  It  was  a slander  upon  the  working 
class  to  say  they  were  unfitted  tio>  govern. 
The  man  who  claimed  to  possess  the  in- 
herited ability  to  be  able  to  govern  this 
oountry  Mould  not  be  employed  as  an  errand 
boy  in  the  Nottingham  .Society. 

He  characterised  Mr.  Lloyd  George  ns  on 
astronomer1,  as  lie  had.  discovered  more  new’ 
worlds  than  anyone -he  had  ever  heard  of. 
The  employers  of  the  u;orldAvpn  the  war.  ns 
they  would  win  everything  else  until  tlie 
working  people  tvjoke  up  and  created  the 
Co-operative  donmion  wealth..  Houses  were 
wanted,  little  children  Mantel  to  be  fed  and 
clothed,  and  women  should  be  able  to  enjoy 
a little  more  of  the  fruits  of  life.  Had  co- 
qgqration  no  cure  for  the  evils  of  unemploy-  ' 
nreiit.  The  laws  of  tlie  country  Mere  made 
for  the  people  by  the  men  the  people  sent  to 
represent  them,  and  if  tl\ey  wanted-  goed 
laws  then  they  should  send  - the  men  who 
wpuld  govern  in.  their  interest?.  The  move- 
ment was  hound  to  enter  politics  in  order 
tjiat  good  laws  should  be  made  to  give  tlie 
people  an  opportunity  to  live  good  lives. 
In  closing,  the  speaker  appealed  to  Notting- 
ham to  stand  by  the  people.  There  mils 
nothing  wrong,  in  being  of  the  common 
people.  Nothing  could  he  produced  without 
labour,  and  there  could  he  no  economic 
n-ealth  except  u-hnt  was  the  result  of  labour. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

eideration.  The  quantity  of  (goods  handled 
showed  ail  increase.  A branch  shop  has 
been  opened  at  Fenny  Stratford,  also  a shop 
and  bakehduse  at  Winslow.  I’A't  both  places'1 
A tlie  movement  was  doing  Mell  and  trade  Mas'' 
growing.  The  committee  had  . iftstr unions 
to  honour  the  retirement  ;of  a-  pioneer  and 
an  old  member  of  . the  management  com- 
mittee, and  report  at  the  next  meeting.  The 
. Senior  Ghoir  had-  entered  ion. .the  Bedford- 
shire ELtteddfod,  on  March  10th.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Goodwin  was  returned  unoppo3<jd  to  the 
position  of  president. 


Mr.  Robert  Mej.i.anb-  has  been  adopted 
«s  prospective  Labour  candidate  for  North 
Suffolk.  Both  Mr*  and  Mrs.  Mellarcby  are 
members  of  Lowestoft  Co-operative  Society, 
and  Air.  Mellanby  has  already  done  twelve 
months’  service  oh /the  management  com- 
mittee, although  nbt’n  member  of  the  com- 
mittee at  presents 

The  report  of  the  .Royal  Commission  on 
the  Universities,  of  which  Air.  Albert  Alans-’ 
'bridge  is  a member ,'  i?  nearing  completion . 
and  M ill  (shortly  be  published. 

The  Newhaveit  - Industrial  Society  have 
issued  an  original  leaflet  which,  indicates 
that  they  realise  the  value  of  striking  an- 
nouncements to  secure  attention. 

The  educational  committee  of  the  Slieer- 
ness  Economical  Society  have  secured  the 
services  of  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  for  a 
week-end  school  on  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
March  11th  and  12th.  Mr.  Hall  will  give 
three  lectures. 

Airs.  Barnes  (president  of  the  Leigh-on- 
Sea  Women’s  Guild)  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Si abbs 
(president  of  the,  Southend-on-Sea  Alen’s 
Guild)  have  been  selected  by  the  Southend 
Trades  Council  as  members  of  tlie  Labour 
Employment  Committee  of  the  Ministry  of 
Labour. 

An  admirable  lecture,  illustrated  by  lan- 
tern views,  on  “ The  Tenth  International 
Co-operative  Congress  at  Basle,’’  was  given 
bv' Air.  W.  B.  Neville  (the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society’s  secretary)  at  Wimbledon,  on 
Tuesday,  last  week. 

A “ stock  ” company  run  on  co-operative 
lines  has  started  a theatrical  season  at  a 
Battersea  Music  Hall. 

There  will  be  no  contest  for  the  political 
committee  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society.  Of 
the  ten  candidates  nominated,  one  has 
voluntarily  withdrawn,  one  has  been  dis- 
qualified. and  the  eight  candidates  left  Mill 
constitute  the  committee. 

A department  for  the  sale  of  bread,  cakes, 
and  confectionery  has  been  opened  at  the 
Herbert-road  branch  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society. 

Various  rumours  have  been  current  re- 
garding the  financial  stability  of  the  Dart- 
ford  Society,  most  probably  originated  by 
people  who  have  no  love  for  working-class 
movements.  The  balance  sheet  just  issued 
provides  sufficient  answer  to  these  malicious 
statements.  The  society  is  exceedingy 
strong  financially,  as  the  following  figures 
prove  : — Reserve  funds,  £6,532.  or  10.56  per 
cent,  of  capital;  invested  in  funds  outside, 
£24,849,  or  40.26  per  cent,  of  capital.  In 
addition,  properties  have  been  amply  depre- 
ciated, £17,345  having  been  absorbed  iu  this 
way  since  1912. 


A HUGE  SUCCESS. 


PROPAGANDA^  RAINHAAI. 

Perhaps  the  most  successful  winter 
gathering  in  the  history  of  the  Rainham 
and  District  Society  took  place  in  the  Coun- 
cil School  on  Wednesday,  February'  15th.  A 
very  attractive  concert  had  -been  organised 
by  the  propaganda  committee,  who  believe 
in  business  enterprise.  As  a combination 
of  business  and  pleasure,  the  concert  and 
the  whole  proceedings  Mould  be  hard  to  beat. 
The  Revolos  “Tramp"  entertainers,  a con- 
cert party  from  Gillingham,  supplied  a 
sparkling  musical  programme,  winch  sent 
the  450  people  whd-  crowded  the  hall  into 
continuous  merriment.  Air.  F.  Barden  (pre- 
sident of  the  Riulilinm  Society)  was  unable 
to  take  the  chair,-  and  his  place  was  filled 
by  Mr.  A.  Champion1  (the  society’s  vice- 
chairman).  During  an  interval,  Air.  A.  W. 
Ireland,  J.P.  (president  of  the  Rochester 
1 Society),  gave  a short  address.  He  con- 
gratulated the  committee  on  the  (Splendid 
: gathering,  and  urged  -retail  societies  to 
loyally  support  the  C.W.S.;,  whose  financial 
position,  lie  maintained,  notuitlistanding 
what  had  appeared  in  the  press,  was  per- 
fectly sound.  t ; ' . 

- A surprise  was  sprung  upon  the  audience, 
for  on  leaving  at  1Q&0  each  person  was  pre- 
sented with  a packet  (Containing  samples  of 
cocoa,  tea,  biscuits,  soap,  and  matches,  all 
C.W.S.  productions. 


BRANCH  MANAGER’S  JUBILEE. 

A LEICESTER  PRESENTATION. 

A very  pleasant  gathering  n-as  held  in 
the  Co-operative  Caf£,  Belgrave-road, 
Leicester,  on  Wednesday.  February  loth,  the 
object  being  to  mark  the  appreciation  of  the 
branch  managers  and  to  congratulate  one  of 
their  colleagues  (Air.  Charles  Cattell),  who 
had  completed  fifty  years’  service  in  the 
grocery  department  of  the  Leicester  Society. 

In  the  absence  of  the  president,  owing  to, 
•illness.  Air.  G.  W-i  Simons  presided,  and  in  a. 
few  ivell-chosen  . vtords,  congratulated.  'Air. 
Gattoll  upon  his.  great  achievement,  and  on, 
behalf  of  the  branch  managers  ■ ipretonfcecj  an, 
illuminated  addre^  .together,.  wj  th.  j cleat  to- 

plated  coffee  set.:  ..i  1 r ■’  ■ - F 

jiiMessrs.  J.  T.  M^wxc,  R,  Patker,  and,S.  A.  , 
liucas  also  spoke  a few  M’ords  of  congratula- 
tion ; and  Mr.  Catiefl.  in  replying,  gave  a 
very  interesting  acbount  of  his  stewardship 
from  the  commencement  of  his  service  (1871) 
:up  to  the  present,  time- 

' „ A special  feature. of  the  illuminated  address 
was  that  it  had  been  prepared  by  the  6on  of 
ono  of  the  branch  managers,  and  the  whole 
of  ythe  work  had  been  clone  entirely  by  hand. 


OPERETTAS  AT 

WOOLWICH. 


SPLENDID  PERFORMANCES  BY 
CHORAL  SOCIETIES. 

On  Thursday,  February  16th,  the  Peckham 
Co-operative  Choral  Society,  assisted  by  tho 
Peckham  Co-operative’  Orchestra,  under  tho 
able  direction  of  Air.  W.  U.  Clock,  L.T.S.C., 
gave  their  fourth  performance  of  11  Tom 
Jones,"  concert  version  by  Edward  Gerniau. 
It  was  generally  agreed  that  the  performance 
was  the  finest  that  the  choir  has  ever  given, 
the  rhythm  was  perfect,  and  the  interpre- 
tation would  liitve  delighted  the  heart,  of  tho 
, composer. 

The  five  artistes — Aliss  Nellie  Beare  as 
“ Sophia, ’’  Miss  Dolly  Bugler  as  “ Honour.” 
Miss  Nellie  Smith  as  " Hostess,”  Mr.  Reginald 
Johnson*  as  " Tom,”  and  Mr.  Ernest  James 
aa  " Squire  . Webster ’’—also  excelled  them- 
selves in  every  way,  and  tho  concert,  version 
was  so  sympathetically  interpreted  .that  it 
almost  equalled  the  complete  opetatic  score. 

The  choir  consisted  of  about  fifty  m'embers, 
with  an  orchestra  of  over  twenty  ; and  Mr. 
Wootton  (the  secretary  of  the  orchestra)  is 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  remarkable  pro- 
gress made  by  the  orchestra  during  the  last 
twelve  months. 

We  .understand  the  choir  is  now  rehearsing 
“ Los  Cloches  de  Cornvillc.” 

During  the  interval,  Mr.  W.  T.  Davis 
(member  of  tho  educational  committee  of 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Co-operative  Soc'cty) 
delivered  a well-reasoned  address ; Mr.  F.  L. 
Birch  occupying  the  chair. 

May-Day  in  Welladay. 

The  Woolwich  Junior  Co-operative  Choir 
gave  their  first  performance  of  the  season 
of  “ May-Day  in  Welladay,”  * an  operetta  in 
three  acts,  on  Saturday,  February  18th,  at 
the  Co-operative  Institute,  Parson’s  Hill, 
Woolwich.  The  Institute  was  filled  to  over- 
flowing, and  a very  appreciative  audience 
listened  to  a splendid  rendering  of  Mr.  W. 
Smyth  Cooper’s  operetta. 

During  the  interval,  Mr.  John  Dickinson 
(chairman  of  the  educational  committee) 
said  the  work  of  the  educational  committee 
was  not  only  to  conduct  co-operative  pro- 
paganda, but  also  to  assist  in  giving  junior 
members  a general  education  ; and  the  per- 
formance which  was  given  that  evening  was 
an  illustration  of  the  work  that  the  committee 
had  done  on  behalf  of  the  children. 

Mr.  F.  L.  Birch,  referring  to  the  Geddcs  Axe, 
said  they  would  very  soon  be  sick  of  the  name 
of  Geddes.  The  proposals  to  cut  education 
gave  evidence  that  the  master  class  were 
anxious  that  the  workers  should  he  prevented 
from  having  their  children  efficiently  educated. 
The  proposals  meant  that  the  educational 
ladder  or  the.  greasy  pole,  as  Mr.  Tawney 
called  it,  would  cease" to  exist,  and  the  chances 
of  a child  in  a working-class  family  reaching 
a university  would  be  almost  nil.  The  re- 
marks were  punctuated  by  a continuous  run 
of  applause. 

Mr.  Hines  very  ably  conducted  the  operetta, 
which  was  continued  after  the  speeches. 


HARWICH  FIRE. 


CONSIDERABLE  DAMAGE  TO 
PREMISES. 

A disastrous  fire,  uhic-li  involved  the 
central  premises  of  the  Harwich,  Dover- 
court,  and  Parkeslon  Society,  and  adjacent 
properly,  took  palce  recently.  The  buildings 
formed  part  of  a block  of  premi  es  which  rc- 
f'ilfedent’flhe  centre  ef  the  business  life  of  tlie 
(town.  The  boot  shop,  mi  the  ground  floor, 
the  confectionery  store,  and  the  offices,  com- 
mittee yooms,  and  stores  above  suffered  the 
most  damage. 

The  fife  mils  discovered  shortly  after 
eleven  o’clock  at  night,  and  nithm  a few 
minutes  rtlie  local  brigade,  wliostf1  'head- 
quarters are  within  a done's  throve  were 
on  (the  spot, -and  tho,  firemen  were  engaged 
with  what  appeared  the  outset  to  be  a 
very  formidable  and  serious  task.  The 
brigade  was  reinforced  by  the  G.E.IL  brigade 
from  Parkeston  Quay,  and  a detachment  of 
naval  men  from  Shot  ley.  Their  efforts 

saved  the  adjoining  property,  and  confined 
the  fire  principally  to  the  premises  of  the 
co-operative  society. 

The  offices  of  the  .vjciety,  the  confec- 
tionery department,  and  tlie  bo  it  shop,  Merc 
reduced  to  a majs$  of  ruins,  and  hundreds  of 
pairs  of  boots  and  shoes  Mere  piled  up  in  tho 
debris;  billy  the  Malls  remained  standing. 

Tile  dpinage  to  the  co-operative  premises 
is  roughly  estimated  at  £5, >100,  Ijy it  the 
committee  assure  all  member, s tJjijfc  the 
essential  records  of  the  society  Mere  eafely 
preserved  in  a large  file-proof  safe.  As  a 
temporary  arrangement,  the  office  business 
is  being  conducted  at  tine  Dovercoiirt  Halls. 


The  Royal  Arsenal  Society  have  arranged 
with,  the  C.W.S.  tf or  <•!'  Trrui-ti  .uin:'-  of  the 
vnlud  of  u Nutrix-’’'  lo  Iro  giv-.'ii  at- their 
bmuriiies.  ••  :i  : : 

The  North-West  London  Society  iic open- 
ing lieu--  prnniseffj'ftW*  grocery  and  drapery 
<wti"i  Cricktarbod  '•  Broadway.  N.W.4,  on 
u Wednesday  ,r  February  22ml  . and  to  cele- 
brate the  occasion  ;i 'concert  is  being  held 
in  the  evening.  ;tt  which  Mr,  Walter ‘Halls, 

• iMjP..  will  deliver  an  addrev*.  ■ Corifrident 
with  this  function,  the  management  commit- 
tee- assisted  by.  the  education  committee 
and  Guilds,  are  emhhHring  -on  a great  cam- 
paign for  '£100.000  Cdpital.  which  mfdl  ru  - 
minate in  a development- week  Mm  March 
20th  to  25th.  when  unprecedented  bargain^ 
will  be  offered  in  ail  departments  and 
branches. 


Febiu'akv  25.  1922. 
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lIW  ToWms 

EdWin  Elliott 


of'^Tfie  Sffifce  of  Deepciettv' 
u ..  /r  poiceftxin  Pomonce  " p/c. 


The  first  instalment  of 
this  gripping  Story- 
appeared  on  Feb.  4th. 
You  can  begin  reading 


now. 


SYNOPSIS  OF  PRECEDING  CHAPTERS. 

The  Earl  of  lllingwater,  a childless 
widower,  married  a French- Canadian 
widow  with  a charming  daughter,  Naomi. 
The  union  proved  childless,  like  tho  first, 
and  the  second  Lady  lllingwater  died, 
leaving  the  Earl  to  take  care  of  Naomi. 

Horace  Despard,  the  only  son  of  Lord 
lllingwater's  scapegrace  brother,  adopted 
by  the  Earl  as  the  heir-presumptive  to  the 
title  and  the  estate,  falls  in  love  with  the 
vivacious  and  amiable  Naomi,  greatly  to 
the  distress  of  the  Earl,  who,  remembering 
that  Naomi's  father,  a ne’er-do-well,  had 
been  killed  in  a scrap  in  the  Wild  West, 
and  that  Naomi's  mother  had  played  upon 
him  to  some  extent,  disapproves  of  love- 
making  between  Horace  and  Naomi. 

Naomi  Leferier,  the  Earl's  step-daughter, 
is  a bewitching,  olive-skinned  little  heart- 
teaser  who  dotes  on  Horace  as  he  dotes  on 
her. 

Muriel  Atterclifre,  a cold-hearted  sort  of 
beauty,  has  wealth,  sufficient  to  maintain 
the  old-time  dignity  of  Ivy  Towers. 

Aubrey  Atterclifre,  Muriel's  brother,  is 
quite  agreeable  to  his  sister  being  engaged 
to  Lord  lllingwater’s  heir,  and  has  virtually 
settled  it  with  the  Earl. 

The  Earl  bluntly  decrees  that  Horace  must 
marry  Muriel  Atterclifre.  He  cannot  disin- 
herit Horace  by  will,  Vut  he  threatens  to 
marry  again  if  Horace  persists  in  his  love 
for  Naomi,  and  so  jeopardise  Horace's 
chance  of  succession.  Horace  and  Naomi 
are  undismayed  by  the  Earl's  threat,  and 
after  planning  to  find  a husband  for  Naomi’s 
cousin,  Stella  Hazlethorpe,  who  is  on  her 
way  from  America  to  visit  Naomi  and  the 
Earl,  the  sweethearts  are  consoling  them- 
selves as  sweethearts  will  when  a sinister 
figure  intrudes  upon  their. 

The  intruder,  apparently  one  of  the 
scourings  of  America,  becomes  insolent  and 
provokes  Horace  into  an  attempt  to  run 
him  out  of  the  grounds.  In  the  course  of  a 
scuffle,  Naomi  also  attacks  the  stranger  like 
a little  wild  cat,  and  it  leaks  out  that  the 
intruder  is  the  man  who  killed  her  father  in 
Dakota.  The  stranger  makes  off;  but  on 
the  high  road  he  is  almost  ridden  down  by 
Muriel  Atterclifre,  to  whom  he  is  excessively 
rude;  and  the  angry  encounter  is  only  ter- 
minated by  the  arrival  of  Aubrey.  The  man 
betrays  signs  of  mischievous  intent;  but 
brother  and  sister  soon  forget  him  for  the 
time  being,  and  Muriel  confesses  a resolve 
to  marry  Horace  Despard  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  he  disliked  her. 

Left  to  entertain  the  yicar  in  her 
brother's  house,  while  Aubrey  attends  to 
some  letters,  Muriel’s  vanity)  and  zeal  for 
conquest  prompt  her  to  add  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Carshalton  to  her  victims.  The  vicar,  not 
suspecting  that  she  is  only  playing  cat  and 
mouse  with  him,  is  betrayed  into  a declara- 
tion of  love,  which,  of  course,  only  adds  to 
her  sport. 

A new  character  is  Stella  Hazlethorpe— 
vivacious,  American,  and  straight  as  a die 
—who  is  full  of  sympathy  for  Naomi  in  her 
love  affair  with  Horace. 

Chapteh  IV. — Stella  (Continued). 

Naomi's  eyes  filled,  and  her  lips  quivered 
as  she  answered  impetuously  : — 

“ I am,  Stella;  and  he  is  fond  of  me.  But 
oh!  I am  so  miserable.” 

And  here,  to  the  other’s  great  distress, 
the  burst  into  a flood  of  passionate  tears. 
Of  course,  Stella  kissed  her,  and  cooed  over 
her,  and  talked  loving  nonsense  to  her,  and 
then  said  things  that  made  her  laugh,  even 
while  the  trickling  streams  were  tracing 
their  devious  courses  down  her  cheeks,  the 
result  being  that  in  a very  short  space  of 
time  she  was  able"  to  talk  quite  calmly  about 
her  woes. 

“ Don't  you  see,  Stella,”  she  concluded, 
after  a somewhat  discursive  narration  or 
what  is  already  known,  to. the  reader,  “ that 
he  is  in  a dreadful  position.  He  is  abso- 
lutely dependent  on  the  earl." 

"But  he  is  a man,"  said  Stella,  briefly; 
and  no  man  need'  be  absolutely  dependent 
on  any  other  man.  Mr.  Despard  had  got  a 
pair  of  hands,  and  it  struck  me  tliat'he  was 
not  deficient  in  brains.  But  about  this 
- Atterolift'e  girl  ; are  you  sure  that  he  really 
dislikes  her?” 

11  Quite  sure,”  replied  Naomi  with  great 
earnestness..  ‘'It  nuiy  seem  strange,  for 
Muriel  Attercliffe  is  certainly  one  of  the 
loveliest  girls  in  tho  world.  It’s  a great 
relief  to  me,  Stella,  to  feel  so  certain  about 
this,  for  it  helps  me  to  keep  my  beast  of  a 
temper  under  control.  Calmly  and  honestly, 


and  in  no  wise  ashamed  of  the  fact,  I say 
that  I do  not  like  Muriel  Attercliffe.  She 
doesn’t  deserve  to  be  liked.  But  if  I 
thought  she  had  any  power  to  fascinate 
Horace,  I should— I — I should  — Oh,  I 
don’t  know  what  I might  do.  I — I wouldn’t 
trust  myself!” 

Miss  Hazlethorpe  was  looking  very 
serious  now,  and  her  sunny  brow  was 
puckered  thoughtfully.  For  a full  minute 
she  said  nothing,  though  her  thoughts  may 
be  briefly  summarised  as  follows:  — 

"Here’s  a pretty  pickle!  This  hot-tem- 
pered little  thing  really  believes  herself  cap- 
able of  doing  something  dreadful  if  the 
Fates  are  cross  with  her.  That,  of  course, 
is  nonsense.  But  she’s  capable  of  suffering 
a lot,  and  I.  don’t  think  she’s  had  a very 
good  time  of  it  since  she’s  been  in  the  old 
country.  They  don’t  understand  her — -~ 
natu rally  so,  perhaps,  for  I am  about  the 
only  one  who  does  understand  her.  She’s 
been  lonely,  horribly  lonely,  that’s  plain. 
And  then  this  lover.  I wish  she  hadn’t 
given  her  foolish  little  heart  to  him.  He 
may  not  be  a worthless  lot,  but  it  strikes 
me  that  he  can,  if  his  sweet  temper  is 
crossed  in  any  way.  smash  any  amount  of 
china  that  toay  be  lying  about.  As  to  the 
Attercliffe  girl,  I’m  mighty  curious  to  see 
what  she’s  like.  I’ve  heard  of  these  radiant 
syrens,  but  I’ve  never  yet  seen  one.  Well, 
we’ve  got  the  elements  of  a first-class 
domestic  play.  Everyone  is  at  oross  pur- 
poses, and  some  of  the  characters  are  rt.  trifle 
cranky.  I wonder  if  I’m  to  be  a player, 
or  only  an  interested  spectator.  Perhaps 
I’ve  got  to  be  one  of  those  ridioulous  Jack- 
in-the-box  things  that  the  Greeks  were  so 
fond  of  putting  on  the  stage,  the  deus-ex- 
maehina  who  lias  to  put  crooked  things 
straight.” 

When  she  had  readied  this  point  in  her 
musings  she  broke  the  sileuoe  by  saying  : — 

“ Naomi,  when  J decided  to  ‘ flit  ’ across 
the  Atlantic  just  to  see  my  pet  once  more, 

T thought  I was  following  my  own  sweet  will, 
with  ne’er  a thought  of  oonsequences.  Now 
it  seems  that  a mysterious  Fate  has  ar- 
ranged it  all,  and  that  I’ve  got  to  see  that 
your  wayward  little  feet  don’t  take  the 
wrong  turning  in  an  ingeniously  constructed 
maze.  Of  course,  I must  see  to  it  that  I 
don’t  get  lost  myself.  But  really,  my  dear, 
vou’ve  got  some  awfully  interesting  people 
here.  Besides  the  Circe  herself,  the  unap- 
proachable Attercliffe  girl,  there  is  the  hand- 
some Horace,  the  melancholy  priest,  and 
the  stiff-backed  male  Attercliffe.  the  brother 
of  the  syren — Aubrey,  I think  you  said  his 
name  was.  When  do  you  think  I am  likely 
to  meet  them  all?” 

“ At  any  time.  Possibly  this  evening  at 
dinner.” 

Stella  sprang  to  her  feet  with  a bound, 
and  ejaculated  : — 

"Moses  and  Epliraim!  Say,  Naomi,  it’s 
half-past  five  now,  and  wo  look  just  like  a 
pair  of  towzled  school-girls.  My  dear,  ,I’ve  a 
notion  that  you  don’t  count  .tidiness  a vir- 
tue. I shall  have  to  tie  you  up,  and  sew 
you  up,  and  pin  you  up,  my  child — of  course, 
with  the  expert  assistance  of  my  girl  Susie. 
We’ve  got  to  be  dazzling  to-night,  little  one. 
We've  got  to  eclipse  the  Attercliffe  girl, 
and  to  induce  a graceful  curve  in  the  spinal 
column  of  her  stiff-backed  brother.  I hope 
you’ve  got  heaps  of. frocks.” 

" Indeed  I’ve  nob,”  said  Naomi,'  with  a 
kind  of  rueful  defiance.  " I get  no  money 
to  buy  frocks.  Besides,  what’s  the  use  of 
’em?  I never  go  out.” 

“ Poor  little  Cinderella.  I’m  afraid,  even 
with  oceans  of  pins,  it’s  no  use  trying  to 
fix  one  of  my  frocks  on  you.  Why  did  you 
grow  up  so  delightfully  and  irritatingly 
petite?  Not  that  I would  have  you  dif- 
ferent, you  dear  little  pieoe  of  shapeliness. 
You’re  just  the  reverse  of  a gawk  like  me.” 

"A  gawkP  Ohl  Stella.” 

“ Yes,  I feel  like  one.  But  Jus|t  come 
along,  little  one.  Turn  out  your  frocks  and 
things.  I'll  ring  for  Susie,  and  then  we’ll 
hold  a Cabinet  Council.  We’ve  just  got 
sixty  minutes  to  transform  ourselves  into 
presentable  beings.” 

A small  dinner  party  had  been  arranged 
for  that  evening  at  Ivy  Towers,  and  at 
seven  o’clock  the  men  were  gathered  to- 
gether in  one  of  the  minor  drawing  rooms 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  ladies. 

Lord  lllingwater  was  there,  courtly  in 
bearing,  and  carrying  his  fifty  years  as  easily 
as  many  a man  does  bis  forty. 

Horace  also  was  looking  to  advantage. 
He  was  strikingly  handsome,  a good  con- 
versationalist, thoroughly  intelligent,  and 
fairly  modest. 

Aubrey  Attercliffe  was  one  of  the  guests. 
He  was  three  or  four  inches  taller  than  the 
earl  or  Horaoe,  Ins  general  build  being  per- 
fectly proportioned  to  his  height.  He  was 
a typical  Anglo-Saxon  of  the  very  best  sort, 
fair,  good-featured,  clear-skinned,  blue- 
eyea,  and  strong-limbed. 

Another  guest  was  Dr.  Fenwick;  deputy- 
coroner  for  the  county^  ar*J  a physician  of 
no  small  eminenoe.  He  was  keen  'of  eye, 
quick  of  speech,  and  alert  in  manner. 

A third  guest  was  Sir  John  Clayton,  a 


genial,  middle-aged  squire,  noted  for  his 
achievements  in  the  chase. 

Finally  there  was  the  Rev.  Julius  Car- 
slialton,  who,  chancing  to  call  at  the  castle, 
had  been  prevailed  to  stay  to  dinner.  He 
was  quite  himself  now,  grave,  but  gentle, 
in  speech  and  manner,  as  striking  and  in- 
teresting a personality  as  any  present. 

At  this  particular  moment  his  lordship 
was  6peakiug  in  eulogistic  terms  of  his 
newly-arrived  “ lady  guest,  for  it  may  he 
stated  at  once  that  Miss  Stella  Hazlethorpe 
had  made  a very  favourable  impression  on 
the  peer. 

“ She  is  fresh,  fair,  frank,  fearless,  and 
fascinating,  and  1 am  sure  she  will  make  a 
conquest  of  you  all.  Mr.  Attercliffe,  pre- 
pare to  be  vanquished.” 

Aubrey  hit  Ins  lip  rather  dubiously,  and 
repl  ied  : — 

" Please  don’t  expect  me  to  capitulate 
without  even  a show  of  resistance.  Ameri- 
can girls  are — some  of  them — very  charm- 
ing. But  I confess  that  I prefer — er — mo^e 
repose  than  they  usually  possess.  I have  no 
doubt  you  will  say  that  I am  a typical  Briton 
— dogmatic  and  insular.” 

" We  don’t  love  the  foreigner,  and  lie 
doesn’t  love  us,  eh,  Attercliffe?”  interposed 
Sir  John  Clayton,  with  a jovial  laugh. 
"Still  there’s  no  disgrace  in  surrendering 
abjectly  to  a charming  lady,  whatever  her 
nationality.” 

" I must  confess,”  said  Doctor  Fenwick, 
" to  a partiality  for  our  cousins  across  the 
Atlantic,  male  and  female.  I’ve  paid  two 
or  three  visits  to  the  States,  and  made  many 
friends  out  there.  They  are  extraordinarily 
quick-witted,  especially  in  the  detection  of 
crime.  Their  detectives  seem  to  possess 
that  quality  which  we  helplessly  call  ‘ in- 
tuition.’ I was  greatly  struck  with  a case 
that  came  under  my  own  notice.  A murder 
had  been  committed — a woman  killed  most 
mysteriously — and  suspicion  fell  upon 

several  people.  There  was  a lot  of  sensa- 
tion worked  up  over  the  affair  by  the  news- 
papers, whioli  the  detectives  did  their  best 
to  encourage,  in  order  to  lull  the  real  cri- 
minal into  a sense  of  perfect  security.  All 
the  time  they  were  working  slowly,  silently, 
and  surely.  Not  till  ijhey  had  got  all  the 
proof  they  required  did  they  arrest  their 
man,  and  when  they  did  there  was  an  im- 
mense sensation.  The  murderer  was  the 
last  man  anyone  would  have  expected.  He 
was  one  whom  everybody  esteemed  and 
many  loved.  I was  personally  acquainted 
with  him,  and  had  sat  by  his  side  at  dinner 
on  several  occasions.” 

Any  comment  on  Dr.  Fenwick's  narrative 
was  stayed  by  the  arrival  of  the  ladies.  The 
first  to  enter  was  Lady  Clayton,  Sir  John’s 
wife,  stoutish,  loud-voioed,  but  quite 
amiable. 

She  was  followed  by  Miss  Letitia  Elling- 
fort,  a popular  lady  novelist,  who  had  made 
enough  money  by  her  profession  to  purcliasc 
a modest  country  house  and  a small  estate. 

Then  came  the  Dowager  Countess  of 
Crumleigli,  a stately  dame  of  the  old  school, 
benevolent  looking,  but  very  dignified. 

After  li^r  came  Muriel  Attercliffe,  riolily 
and  tastefully  dressed,  a vision  of  perfect 
and  queenly  loveliness. 

Lastly,  Stella  and_  Naomi  entered  to- 
gether, ” all  eyes  being  at  once  turned 
towards  them. 

Qertainly  they  were  strikingly  lovely, 
and  strikingly  in  .entrust  one  with  the  other. 
The  little  brunette's  head  only  readied  to 
her  cousin’s  dioulder.  But  she  was  very 
bewitching  to  look  at,  even  iil  the  matter 
of  costume,  for  Stella,  with  the  expert  aid 
of  her  maid  Susie,  had  contrived  to  work 
wonders  in  that  respect. 

Her  dress  was  a blaok  one,  but  it  fitted 
her  dainty  figure  to  perfection,  and  was 
flecked  here  and  there  with  red  in  a most 
piquant  fashion. 

In  her  soft  black  hair,  which  had  been 
artistically  manipulated  by  (left  fingers,  glit- 
tered, like  stars  in  the  midnight  sky,  several 
diamonds  of  great  size  and  splendid  lustre. 
Needless  to  say,  these  gems  were  the  pro- 
perty of  Miss  Hazlethorpe. 

As  to  Stella,  her  appearance  produced  a 
positive  sensation.  Sue  was  a full  indi 
taller  than  Muriel  Atterdiffe,  and,  for  the 
moment  at  any  rate,  eclip9?d  her.  She 
wore  a cream-white  robe  of  exquisite  texture 
and  splendidly  mode.  Tlie  only  jewellery 
she  wore,  in  addition  to  the  two  plain  bands 
of  gold  round  her  wrists,  was  a necklace  of 
ver*  fine  pearls. 

But  her  great  glory  was  her  hair,  winch 
crowned  her  fearlessly-poised  head  with  a 
wealth  of  incomparable  loveliness. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  she  went 
through  the  round  of  introductions  without 
n trace  of  embarrassment  or  self-conscious- 
ness, her  beauty,  her  grace,  her  wit,  her 
unaffected  frankness  ot  speech  making  a 
quick  conquest  of  all  tlie  masculine  hearts. 

All?  Well,  it  was  not  easy  for  Aubrey 
Attercliffe  to  analyse  his  sensations  with 
regard  to  her.  When  lie  was  introduced  to 
her,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  stared  at 
her,  not  exactly  rudely,  but  critically.  In 
return  her  gaze  lingered  a little  longer  with 
lnm  than1  with  tlie  others;  and  while  it  did 
so  he  fancied  he  saw  a slight  and  momentary 
elevation  of  her  brows,  and  tlie  faintest 


possible  twitch  at  the  corners  of  her  mouth. 

Then  he  felt  his  cheeks  go  warm,  and  he 
was  conscious  of  a sense  of  awkwardness 
■that  was  decidedly  disconcerting.  In  short 
lie  was  puzzled,  and  he  did  not  know 
whether  lie  liked  tar  or  not. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  earl’s  praise? 
l ac  rather  prejudiced  him  against  her.  Hc- 
hnd  met  a few  American  girls  in  society, 
and  lie  had  not  been  won  hv  them.  Tliev 
were  too  confident,  and  lie  did  not  approve 

l-ingmige^1^  * 1<?y  tC°k  "‘th  the  En8,is1' 

And  so  it  happened  that  he  was  by  nr 
means  sure  whether  he  approved  or  dis- 
S't  !hls  n<™:  arrival  from  tlie  nen 
-'VJy - f0-"1.  Il^.was  conscious  of  an  absur< 
sense  Of  irritation,  a sort  of  vexed  feel  inn 
wlueli  annoyed  him  l,y  ils  very 

?,thervhf  felt  unable  u 

to l.o  part  in  tin,  hght  conversation  thin 

d n ne?  Z,'"*®  tfley  rrc  "'aiti"6  ‘"r  th. 
tlinnei  gong  to  sound,  and  his  enforcoc 

tionsCe  a<  ^e<  to  *lis  uncomfortable  sensa 

Then  came  tlie  crowning  piece  of  emhar 
rassment.  The  earl,  as  master  of  the  cere 

■rri'il  l,,M  *°  ,ake  Miss  KttJtletho.i— 

« ile  Aad  dl>  so,  though  In 

oflercd  the  hidy  Ins  arm  with  the  bluslilnf 
a"  kn  ardness  of  a lad  who  is  pns.ing  through 
the  ordeal  ot  lus  first  adult  evening  parly 
, . . t ile  said  to  her  on  tho  way  to  tlie 
dining  room  he  never  quite  knew:  but  once 
or  tuns  he. found  her  bright  eyes  tnrnet 
upon  lnm  brimful,  of  amusement  and  aston- 
ishment, from  which  he  concluded  that  lie 
had  said  something  absurdly  malapropos. 

At  the  dinner  table  he  sat  practical!- 
tongue-tied.  He  could  talk  well  in  a seiioii' 
sort  ot  way,  especially  among  men  ; but  In 

never  attempted  to  pose  as  a brilliant  01 
sparkling  conversationalist. 

He  was  also  a man  of  strong  prejudices 
—convictions  he  called  them— and ' lie  was 
utterly  antagonistic  to  the  clever,  talkative 
woman.  As  he  sat  beside  the  lovely  Miss 
Hazlethorpe,  ho  kept  telling  himself  how 
much  more  attractive  she  would- he  if  sha 
had  more  repose,  more  sweet  timidity,  shy- 
ness, and  hesitancy.  ■ 

He  was  obliged  to  admit  however,  that 
sho  was  not  vulgarly  loud  or  self-assertive, 
that  she  never  said  an  unkind  tiling,  and 
that  her  speech  was  only  slightly  coloured 
with  Americanisms. 

It  was  not  her  fault  that  Aubrey  sat  by 
her  side  in  almost  luibroken  silence,  for 
sue  made  several  attempts  to  draw  him  into 
conversation.  Once  she  said: - 

“ Have  you  ever  visited  Anietica,  Mr. 
Attercliffe?” 

" I have  not — as  yet,”  he  replied,  some- 
what formally,  “ though  I hope  to  at  an 
early  date.  Do  you  intend  making  a pro- 
longed stay  here?” 

" I am  afraid,”  she  returned,  with  an 
expressive  little  shrug,  " that  I can  give 
you  no  definite  answer;  for  I am  a creature 
of  whims  rather  than  intentions.  A 
whim  may  take  me  back  at  any  time,  and 
when  I do  go  I shall  want  to  take  my  cousin 
with  me.” 


“ You  mean  Miss  Leferrier?” 

.“  Of  course,  my  dear,  little,  neglected, 
misunderstood  Naomi.” 

She  was  serious  now,  and  the  e tinny  look 
had  left  her  face.  But  the  new  topic  ul 
conversation  had  net  brought  the  two  on 
better  terms  with  one  another.  Aubrey  did 
pot  care  for  Naomi ; and  so,  with  a cloudec 
face  lie  replied  coldly : — 

" You  do  not,  of  course,  expect  me  to  mnk» 
any  comment  on  your  remark.” 

" I suppose  I was  thinking  aloud,”  sli« 
continued  thoughtfully.  " I am  very  foni 
of  my  cousin,  and  I fancy  many  person! 
misjudge  her.  To  be  perfectly  frank,  if  } 
may  judge  from  our  tone  and  "expression  i 
think  you  do.” 

"I  mu-st  protest  against  such  an  assunip 
tion,  Miss  Attercliffe.  I would  not  wilfully 
m is j udge  anyone . ’ ’ 

" Of  c<jprse,  you  wouldn’t,  and  that’s 
where  the  trouble  comes  in.”  Her  inward 
comments  were : — 

"He's  .a  man  without  ballast.  I’ve  no 
great  opinion  of  him.  He  may  do  a lot  of 
harm.”  « 


She  was  aroused  from  her  musings  by 
Aubrey  remarking  more  pleasantly  l)iau  lie 
had  hitherto  spoken  : — 

" Ivy  Towers  is  vary  picturesque,  and  I 
hope  you  will  enjoy  your  stay  hero.” 

"I  am  quite  sure  I shall.  And  I an: 
already  interested  in  the  people  here.  I like 
the  earl  very  much.  He  iss  Very  popular, 
isn’t  lie?” 

“ Yes.  And  so  is  the  heir  apparent.  Mr 
Horace  Despard.  I Like  him  exceedingly, 
and  I am  sure  you  will  do  so.” 

But,  at  that  moment  Stella  felt  by  nr. 
means  amiable  towards  Horaoe,  and  the  fact 
urged  her  to  say  : — 

" It  seems  as  if  we  were  hound  to  take 
opposite  sides.  Naomi  is  not  in  vour  good 
books,  and  I own  that  Mr.  Despard  is  not  in 
mine.  Honest  opinions  will  clash,  won't 
they  ?” 

He  made  no  reply  ; and  shortly  after  the 
ladies  rose  from  their  seats,  and  left  the 
gentlemen  to  their  wine  and  cigars. 

Miss  Hazlethorpe  was  tlie  theme  of  more 
than  one  gentleman's  enthusiastic  com- 
ments. Said  Sir  John; — 

"She's  a star,  lllingwater.  But  I hope 
to  goodness  she's  not  going  to  prove 
a shooting  star.  It  rests  with  you  to  keep 
her  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  ' 

• I don’t  take  you,  C5layton,”  said  the 
peer,  removing  the  cigar  from  his  lips,  and 
regarding  the  jovial  baronet  with  a steady 
gaze.  " What  power  have  I in  the  matter?’ 
Sir  John  threw  himself  hack  in  his  chair 
with  a loud  guffaw.  “ Why,  make  her 
Countess  of  lllingwater,  to  be  sure!” 


[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 
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Russet  Tea 

Competitors  are  sending 
their  essays  in  the 

Easy  Competition 

and  there  has  been  a greatly  increased 
demand  for  “Russet  Tea,”  a 
splendid  blend  at 

9d.  Per  \\h. 


Every  reader  is  invited  to  try  the 
“ Russet  Tea,”  and  then  send  a 30 
word  report  of  what  he,  or  she,  thinks 
of  it,  to  "Mr.  Russet,”  c/o  C.W.  S. 
Publicity  Department,  Balloon  Street, 
Manchester,  before  March  7th.  All 
efforts  must  be  accompanied  by 

I'.^Name  of  Writcf. 

2 *r- Address.,  . 

3. — Address  of  Branch  or  Store  from  Which  the 
' ( Tea  was  Bought. 

4, — The  ,end  portion  of  the  packet  bearing  the 

No.  19. 

Between  20  and  30  Valuable  Prizes, 
consisting  of  C.W.  S.  Productions, 

are  offered  to  the  writers  of 
the  most  suitable  paragraphs 
for  advertisements. 
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Jams,  Marmalades 
and  Jellies. 


Apricot. 

Apricot  and  Apple. 
Blackberry. 

Blackberry  and  Apple. 
Black  Currant. 

Black  Currant  and  Apple. 
Cherry. 

Damson. 

Damsjn,  Stoncless. 

Damson  and  Apple. 
Gooseberry. 

Greengage. 

Household. 

Mixed  Fruit. 

Plum. 

Plum  and  Apple, 

Plum.  Stoncless. 


Raspberry. 

Raspberry  and  Apple. 
Raspberry  and  Gooseberry. 
Raspborry  and  Red  Currant. 
Red  Currant. 

Strawberry. 

Strawberry  and  Apple. 
Strawberry  and  Gooseberry. 
Marmalade. 

Orange  Jelly  Marmalade. 
Lemon  Marmalade. 

Lemon  Jelly  Marmalade- 
Ginger  Marmalade. 
Blackberry  Jelly. 

Red  Currant  Jelly. 

Apple  Jelly. 

Black  Currant  Jelly. 


cw.s.  jams 

are  pure  and  of  good  repute. 

Ask  at  your  Store  for  C.fE.5.  Jam — and  thus 
satisfy  yourselves  and  help  your  own  movement. 
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THE  POLICY  OF  DRIFT,  i 

A German  professor,  Dr.  Alfred  Wegener,  has  ' jubt 
put  forward  a new  scientific  Theory  under  which  it  is 
argued  that  the  changes  in  the  formation  of  the  earth’s 
crust  were  not  caused  by  the  sinking  or  rising  of  con- 
tinents which  is  the  established  hypothesis,  but  were 
due  to  a drift  of  the  land  surfaces  of  the  world,  much 
in  the  same  way  as  the  snowcap  of  the  North  Pole 
devastated  the  earth  by  spreading  over  its  surface 
during  the  Glacial  Period.  It  was  such  a drift  west- 
ward, says  Dr.  Wegener,  which  separated  what  we  now' 
know  as  America  from  the  central  mass  of  land  in  the 
'Old  World,  making  a New  World  for  Columbus  to 
discover  when  he  had  crossed  the  Atlantic,  which  ca.jne 
into  existence  as  a separate  ocean  only  when  America 
had  drifted  its  3.000  miles  to  the  west. 

It  is  a fascinating  theory,  which,  however,  is  outside 
our  province  to  discuss ; nevertheless,  it  gives  rise 
to  a thought  which  we  may  not  inappropriately  apply 
to  the  existing  state  of  the  world,  not  in  its  physical 
and  geographical,  but  in  its  political  and  economical 
aspects.  The  world  just  now  is  in  an  economic  and 
political  state  of  drift,  and  unless  the  policy  of  real 
reconstruction  supplants  the  policy  of  drift  the  con- 
sequences may  be  as  momentous  as  any  that  have 
occurred  from  the  physical  drift  of  the  land  masses  of 
the  world  in  ages  gone  by. 

The  policy  of  drift  began  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
At  that  supreme  moment  there  wa$  an  opportunity  of 
reconstructing  the  fabric  of  society  shattered  by  the 
five  years’  orgy  of  death  and  destruction.  The  moment 
came  and  passed,  but  the  opportunity  was  not  taken. 
There  supervened  the  polity  of . drift — for  that  was 
the  real  policy,  passive  though  it  was,  at  the  basis  of 
all  the  political  activity  of  that  time.  There  wras  a 
certain  feverishness  of  pretence  at  doing  tilings,  but 
the  things  attempted  w'ere  negations,  leading  nowhither 
but  to  stagnation  and  death,  like  the  high  fever  and 
restlessness  of  a dangerously  sick  man.  The  word 
futility  was  written  large  on , all  the  schemes  and 
schemings  of  that  time.  The  Versailles  Peace  Con- 
ference was  a wordy  warfare  waged  over  the  stricken 
body  of  Europe,  a body  that  needed  nourishing  into 
new  life,  but  which  the  political  quacks  doomed  with 
their  prescriptions  of  low  diet  to  a more  certain  death. 

What  Europe  wanted  and  whtyj  the  world  wanted 
was  more  co-operation.  But  co'-operation  ris  a con- 
structive policy,  and  the  statesmen  at  Versailles  pre- 
ferred to  tet  the  world  drift  into  ruin  along  the  old 
competitive  lines  of  “ pull  devil,  pull  baker  " — a species 
of  activity,  which,  like  high  fever,  is  only  the  prelude 
to  final  destruction. 

Thus,  despite  all  the  apparent  activities  of  that  time, 
it  was  a time  of  drift,  because  there  was  no  effort  to 
lift  the  cart  wheel  of  statecraft  out  of  the  rut  of  con- 
vention made  by  secret  diploinacy  these  thousand  years 
past ; a rut  which  would  inevitably  lead  to  the  precipice 
on  the  edge  of  which  the  world  is  now  visibly  standing 
or,  to  vary  the  metaphor,  the  world  ship  was  drifting 
to  a maelstrom,  and  the  crew  were  kept  busy  stoking 
the  fires,  instead  of  reversing  the  engines. 

Occupied  in  negations  and  futilities,  the  statesqjep, 
of  the  victorious  Allies  left  the  problem  of  reconstructing 
Europe  to  look  after  itself,  and,  as  a result,  it  is  now 
found  that  both  victors  and  vanquished  are  palpably 
hurrying  towards  the  abyss. 

It  has  not  been  far  otherwise  with  the  internal  policies 
of  States.  If  we  take  our  own  cquntry,  there  never 
was  an  administration  more  fevefishlyj'occupied  in 
apparent  activities  than  our  Coalition  Government. 
Housing  schemes,  education  schemes,  health  schemes, 
unemployment  schemes,  revival  of  trade  schemes, 
promotion  of  agriculture  schemes,  small  holding  schemes, 
revival  of  credit  schemes,  there  were  in  bewildering 
variety  ; but  all  these  schemes  were  framed  on  the 
basis  of  tinkering  the  worn-out  kettle  instead  of  making 
a new  pot.  All  these  politics,  or  shreds  and  patches 
of  policies,  were  simply  a cobbling  of  the  old  worn-out 
capitalist  shoe  when  what  was  really  wantfed  was  a 
new  ten-leagued  boot  in  which  Demos  could  really 
walk  ; the  ten-leagued  boot  of  Production  for  Use, 
instead  of  the  crip’pling  Chinese  shoe  of  Production  for 
Profit. 

As  was  only  to  be  expected,  the  policy  of  drift  has 
brought  the  ship  dangerously  near  the  rocks.  All  over 
the  world  there  is  ui^nployment  and  stagnation  of 
trade.  All  over  the  world  there  is  confusion  in  the 
exchanges  >;  and  instability  in  high  finance.  This,  is 
reflected  in  the  perfervid  shrieking  for  economies  in 
.State  expenditure  ; in  the  capitalist-effort  to  beat  dou  n 
wages  ; in  the  pessimistic  utterances  of  every  public 
inau  who  is  at  all  representative  of  the  wealthy  claves  ; 
so  that  in  all  this,  we  are  reminded  of  nothing  <*>  niux;li 
as  those  scorching  ’tvords  of  the  Apostle  James 
ye  rich  for  the  miseries  that  shall  come  upon  you!  in  the 
latter  days.”  \ ■ - 

It  is  true  that  recently  there  has  been  a -belated 
recognition  of  the  danger  of  drift  ; aud  there  have  been 
frantic  eleventh-hour  attempts  to  stem  the  coming 
disaster.  The  Washington  Conference,  aiming  at 
economising  on  armaments,  was  one  such  attempt ; 


hut  despite  the  laudatoty  speeches  made  to  Mr.  Balfouf 
ion  h&Tetunf  from  - America;  Washington’s  .Success  is 
problematical.  limitation  of  naval  armaments  it 
certainly  in  some  measure  secured  ; but  the  next  war; 
if  ever  there  is  one,  will  be  not  in  the  sea,  nor  on  the 
land,  but  in  the  air  ; and  Washington  achieved  nothing 
in  limitation  of  airships  and  qeroplanes,  which,  in  the 
next  war,  are  destined  to  decimate  non-combatant 
humanity..  Another  effort  to  stay  the  drift  is  the 
much-talked-of  Genoa  Conference  ; the'  arm  of  which; 
principally,  • is  to  rehabilitate  if  possible,  the 
broken  flhance  and  ruined  trade  of  the  world. 
Financial  drift,  Unfortunately,  has  gone  so  far 
that  any  attempt  at  Genoa  'to  find  meftns  for  restoring 
world  credit  may  be  too  late,  while  a failure  so  to  restore 
it  may  actually  precipitate  the  crisis:  The  policy  of 
drift  is  one  which  gains  momentum  with  the  passage 
of  time.  A child  may  stop  a drifting  boat  in  thq  upper 
reaches,  but  when  it  is  in  headlong  flight  fpr  the  rapids 
it  may  be  a task  beyond  the  strength  of  a.  Hercules. 

Taking,  however,  still  longer  views,  it  is  possible 
that  the  drift  which  seems  destined  to  splash  Capi- 
talism may  ultimately  bring  a new  and  a better  order 
of  society,  which  will  perhaps  spring  up,  Phoenix-like, 
out  of  the  ashes  of  the  old  ; just  as  America,  if  it  really 
did,  as  Dr.  Wegener  supposes,  drift  from  the  Old  World, 
was  by  that  very  separation  set  aside  to  become  later 
the  melting  pot  of  the  nations,  from  which,  in  fulness  . 
of  time,  would  emerge  the  new -race  that  is  to  be. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


It  is  often  said  that  co-operation  is  applied  Christianity. 
Unless  roses  do  not  smcjll  as  sweet  by  any  other-  name,  theCouncil 
of  the  Industrial  Chiistian  Fellowship  should  need  little  per- 
suasion to  subscribe  to  that  view.  At  any  rate,  the  resolutions 
they  have  just  passed,  embodying  appeals  to  the  employer,  the 
investor,  the  worker,  and  the  consumer  relative  to  the  present 
financial  and  indust  rial  situation,  Would  scarcely  be  out  of  place 
at  a cooperative  congress.  . The  consumer,  for  instance,  ia 
called  upon  “ to  inquire  into  the  labour  conditions  involved  in 
the  production  of  goods  for  his  use,”  and  'to'  refuse  patronage 
to  firms  known  to  impose  unfair  conditions  of  labour  as  well  S3 
those  which  make  excessive  profits.”  With  little  or  no  variation 
in  language  propaganda  workers  on  behalf  of  the  co-operative 
movement  might  stand  at  the  street  corner,  in  the  village  insti- 
tute, or  in  any  society's  assembly  hall,  and  say  the  same  thing. 
Everybody  is‘*h  consumer,  and  there,  can  scarcely  be  any  doubt 
that  if  everybody  made  the  inquiry  suggested  and  acted  accord- 
ingly, the  trade  which  flows  into  the  co-operative  store  would 
feel  the  benefit ; and  to  members  of  co-operative  societies  the 
second  suggestion  should  not  be  necessary.  Another  sentiment 
which  Congress  Avould  probably  heartily  endorse  is  that  investors 
should  “ refuse  to  become  partner's  in  industries  that  exploit  , 
human  berries  by  ‘failure  to  pay  a living  wage  and  provide 
healthy  conditions  of  labour.”  Societies,  in  their  appeals  for 
fresh  capital,  might  do  woi-se  than  make  use  of  this  quotation. 

The  National  Traders’  Defence  League  is  reported  as  having 
taken  up  again  the  question  of  the  non-assessment  for  income- 
tax  of  the  trade  of  the  co-operative  societies.  The  Traders’ 
League  exists  for  that  purpose.  It  Iras  done  its  best  to  have 
dividends  taxed,  and  it  has  failed.  It  has  never  given  up  trying 
to  have  the  tax  applied  ; and  the  writing  of  one  more  series  of 
letters  is  no  new  departure.  Co-operators  will  only  have  them- 
selves to  blame  if  their  trade  is  taxed  under  some  future  Budget, 
and'  vigorous  pressure  on  Members  of  Parliament  and  Parlia- 
mentary candidates  is  the  best  moans  of  preventing  the  imposi- 
tion to  which  the  traders  sojnuch  desire  to  see  us  subjected. 

The  elections  at  Clayton  and'  Camberwell  arc  interesting  as 
indicating  the  possibilitiesjof  the  general  election  which  they  are 
likely  to  hasten.  The  Liberal  press  urged  electors  in  both  con- 
stituencies to,  vote  Labour'.  They  could  not  well  have  advised 
them  to.-voteiCoueervative  ; but  while  Labour  has  been  strongly 
opposed'  to.  any  alliance  with  the  Liberal  Party,  Liberals  have 
been  anxious  for  such  an  alliance.  Forecasts'  of  the  probable 
result  of  the  general  election  from  some' of  the  shrewdest  poli-' 
tical  writers  point  to  the  possibility  of  no  party  being  sufficiently 
strong  to  form  a one  party  Government,  and  some  sort  of  under- 
standing, in  that  case,  would  have  to  be  reached.  At  the  polls 
each  party  will  probably  bid  for  power,  and  put  forward  as 
many  candidates  as  possible  ; but  it  will  not  be  surprising  if, 
in  a number  of  constituencies,  three-cornered  contests  are 
avoided.  At  Bodmin  this  week  that  is  happening.  A Coalition 
Unionist  is  being  opposed  by  an  Independent  Liberal,  and  there, 
is  little  doubt  that  the  latter  will  be  supported  by  Labour  votes. 
The  one  thing  that  stands  out  seems  to  be  the  discredit  of  the 
Government.  A candidate  may  call  himself  by  any  name  he 
pleases,  but  if  he  undertakes  to  give  support  to  the  Government 
in  any  shape  or  form  he  seems  to  be  doomed  to  disaster. 

It  "would  be  difficult  to  include  in  the  same  space  so  many  mis- 
statements as  those  given  in  the  " Pall  Mall  Gazette,”  on  Feb- 
ruary 14th,  by  Major  Hamilton. , He  stqtcd  that  the  failure 
of  socialism  was.  prdtyd  by  the  example  of  the  C.W  -S-,  who 
produced  tlic-ir  own  wnfcatj  in  Canary,  transported  it  in -their  own 
ships,  and  nulrw  it  in  their  own  mills.  TlU  society  sold  the 
bilead  .by rtlji/cb'vr^sljQjJs.  and  yet  it  was  not  cheaper  than  any 
oth'^  Lie-T^-^Uj'ite  tlif)  fact  that  the  society  pakl  no  income  tax 
like  Ufe  private  trader  (h'c).  These^assertions  arc  so  wide  of 
the  mark  that  no  contradiction  is  necessary  for  co-operative 
readers.  Of'coiirse,  there  is  a danger  of  outsiders  being  misled 
when  they  road  these"  allegations  in  a staid  and  sober  Tory 
paper.  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (sc-erctacy  to  the.' "Parliamentary 
Committee)  rendered  good  service  in  replying,  to  the  Major's 
attack  at  a meeting  he  addressed  in  support  of  Mr.  Ammon  in 
the  North  Camberwell  Division  on  Saturday. 
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WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  tue  Editor.  “ Co-operative  Nbwt}/’] 


May  Day. 

Slit, — May  Day  is  the  ;oiie  great  day  of  the 
vear  which  is  devoted  to  the  cause  of 'Labour. 
Ou  that  day  jtens  of  thousands  of  workers 
mid  tlieir, families  will  assemble  in  the  various 
parks  arid  open  spaces  to  listen  to  the 
speeches', of  their  political  and  trade  union 
leaders.  Large  parties  will  be  conveyed  to 
meetings  in  co-operatively  owned  vehicles, 
which  are  afterwards  used  as  platforms  fur 
the  speakers.  The  co-operative  movement 
should  I>3  well  represented  oii  every  pin t- 
fonn  at  these  great • gatherings,.,  and  by 
speeches-  and  distribution  of  .[pallets, 
endeavour  to  place  before  . the  people 
the  simple  facts  of  the  benefits  that 
,-ue  derived  from  co-operation.  So  "Itm'g  as 
the  workers  remain  outside  the  cooperative 
movement : so  Bong  will  they  suirer  from  the 
tentacles  of  capitalism. 

••  Let  a lay  Day  be  our  Day.” 

Yours,  ite.,  L.  J.  V ERE. 

310.  Ptfrey-road,  Shepherd's  Bush, 

London,  W.  12,  February  5th. 

Who  is  to  Blame? 

Sir, — From  time  to  time  yoU;  very  rightly, 
urge  upon  your  readers  the  importance  of 
being  loyal  to  the  stores,  the  capital  of 
which  is  constituted  by  their  savings. 

It  would  certainly  seem  that -people  are 
lacking  in  intelligence,  if,  after  definitely 
deciding  to  co-operate  with  their  fellows  in 
oider  tc  control  the  production  and  distri- 
bution Of  the  necessaries  of  life,  they 
deliberately  spend  tlieir  money  with  other 
concerns  whose  main  object  is  to  compete 
the  stores  out  of  existence. 

At  tinies  like -the  present,  it  should  lie 
evident  hat  the  effects  > e f the  slump  in  trade 
could  be,  largely  neutralised  eo  far  as  the 
co-operative  movement  is’ concerned,  by  in- 
creased loyalty  on  the  part  of  the  members 
and  a strong  campaign  for  new  members:  r 
But  can  it,  b3  wondered  at  tfiat  ma uy, , 
members  do  not  buy  co-operative  productions 
when  we  find  people  holding  responsible 
positions  in  the  movement,  such  as  buyers 
and  managers,  going  out  of  their  way  to 
advertise  goods  produced  by  firms  in  compe- 
tition with  the  C.W.S.  and  using  the  store 
premises  to  do  such  advertising? 

Less  than  a week  ago  I was  in  a fair-sized 
town  in  the  South  Midlands  which  lias  the 
reputation  of  being  a “hot  bed”  of  co- 
operation. I looked  in  at  the  central 
grocery  stores,  and  the  first  thing-  that 
struck  my  . eye  was  a large  placard,  plastered 
over  a beautiful  mirror,  advertising  a biand 
of  jam  put  up  by  a firm  in  competition  with 

tin-  C.W.S'. ! 

Could  anything  be  more  absurd ? Here 
is  a society  Wliich  probably  has  anything,  up 
to  £103,000  invested  in  C.W.S.  undertakings 
(including,  of  course,  jam  factories  and  fruit 
farms),  advertising  a line  made  by  a 
capitalist- firm. 

Some  tjn;>2  ago  I noticed  that  a small 
society  about  thirty  miles  from  London,  had 
the  whole  of  the  front  window  of  its 
grocery  department  devoted  to  a display 
of  a brand  of  condensed  milk,  also  pro- 
duced outside  the  movement. 

A friend  of  mine  asked  to  he  served  -with 
smiie  Luton  choc-dates  in  a society  in  the 
Eastern  counties  some  months  ago,  and  was 
told  that  they  did  not  stock  them,  though 
they  had  several  other  brands  of  chocolates. 
Has  any  of  veur  readers  ever  seen  a private 
giocc-r  or  multiple  sh'cp  advertising  C.W.S. 
jams? 

What  is  to  be  done  about  it?.  Here  evi- 
dently is  work  for  our  Women’s  and  Men's 
j |.  <’■  I sometimes  think  that ’ these 
bodies  ape  so  much  engaged  in  " propa- 
ganda ” that  they’  do  not  see  .what  is  hap- 
pening under  their  very  11'cses. 

lo  paraphrase  J.  S.  'Mill,  it  is  cVickmt 
that  “ Eternal  vigilance  is  going  to  he  the 
1'iice  of  progress  in  the  ,cu-upei  alive,  nmve- 
,".en1t ■ ’ Any  society,  or  the  movement  as  a 
tviiclo  is  going  to  he,  what  its  members  make 
'h  An  insidious  campaign  is  being  carried 
on  by  outside  linns  against  our  movement, 
and  I believe  I am  not  using  too  strong  jn-n 
expression  when  I say  there  are  traitors  in 
our  ranks.  If  go  they  imist  he  fought  to  a 
musli-^ctlrenvko  the  economic  fouudations 
"■  our  movement  will  be  gradually  undc-r- 
miifcl.  and  the  movement  will  fail.  Mana- 
gers and  buyers  are  in  many  cases  allowed 
ijr  r00  oiuch  latitude  in  the  purchase  and 
spay  of  non-co-operative  goods.  It  is  up 
jin  f • i ‘ft  believe  in  co-operative  principles 
I ..u‘ealG  to  put  their  feet  down  pretty 
nu-»  r 1,n(  "'sist  °n  being  masters  in  their 
m .!  „rlLse-,  11  iny  letters  leads  only  a few 
line  e i se  1 le  dangers  confronting  us  I shall 
KXe  Wntten  in  vain.-tom  very 
Kel>ruiu-y  18tli.  1922.  ' 

Workers  and  Co-operation. 

iCV* 1 * * *  h'dte  agree  .with  Fred  Bramley 
• , the  workers  don’t  know  the  power  of 
• nr  own  wages,  for  if  they  did  they  would 
..  \e  the  unemployment  problem , bv 
aivslei-rmp  tlieir  wage*  t v tlie  tlJ_openitm- 
o'ement,  so  that  it  could  be  used  .to  pro- 
inf™/01  "s<?  ",lste:ul  of  Profit-  Mr.  llr.uiilcv 
“ n,s  "*>  that  the  wages'  bill  of  the' 
mnitry  ls  £2,000,030,(100',  and  thnt 
• i00. OOQ.OOO  gees  to  the  private?  trader 
S,,0i  the  wolkei-s  realise  the  mnveipXi 
tnd.vr^’ give?  to  tue  private 
it'vv.  H they  would  only  consider  what 
ivipii r S * * * * * P^^'hle  for  the  ou-operativd  muve- 
srill,  , .‘lo  with  tliis  .aipuuut  they  Mould 
,|.’v  ,a  conditions  we  are  under  to- 

bp'nia11'  t,ltr  co-operativlj'  movement  Would 
hour*  hotter  wages  and  give  shorter 

tilin'/  :vllrWVQnU  ,’)r,I|g,  about  the  very 
lor  v * 'vol'hers  have  been  seeking 
ur  some  time. 


it 


They  have  it  in  tlieir  .own  hands  when- 
ever they  are  impaired  to  do  it ; and  all  they 
would  .require  to  do  this  "is  to  take  their 
share  in  the  legislation  of  the  country  in 
defence  of  themselves. — Yours,  Arc., 

' _ ' , , , A.  Edwards. 

20a,  Eagle-road,  Guildtorcl,  Surrey, 
February  2J2tli,  1922. 

Push  the  ••  News.’’ 

M?  " he  and  I are  did  co-operators 
at  Edmonton.  Southeml-oiirSea,  and  now 
here  at  Walthamstow.  We  quite  agree 
with  .vonr  correspondents  • at  Stockport 
and  Glasgow  that  there  is  no  need  for  a 
co-opeijative  daily  paperv<  but  we  do  think 
t-liat  greater  efforts  should  be  made  to 
increase  the  sale  of  the  ” Co-operative' 
Diews.  A vast  number  o'f  members  cannot 
be  aware  of  what  an  interesting  paper  it1 
is,  or  surely  they  would  buy  it  every  week. 
M.V  "ife  makes  a suggestion  which  ‘perhaps 
you  limy  think  is  a good  one.  It  is:  “ That 
wherever  co-operative  bread  is  sold  the 
cannan  should  take  some  copies  of  tlie 
’ News  on  his  round  and  try  to  get  his 
customers  to  take  it  in  regularly.  As  an 
incentive  to  him  to  push  the  sale  of  it  a 
bonus  of  Is.  be  given  to  him  for  every 
twenty  members  who  agreed  to  take  it 
every  Meek.  Jf  copies  could  _be  supplied 
"•‘th  the  bread  it  Mould  save  travelling  to 
the  stores  for  them.  If  some  specimen 
copies  were  given  away  no  doubt  thei; 
Perusal  would  induce  many  to  take 
regularly.” — I am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

George  Morgan. 

139,  Blackhorse-lane,  Walthamstow, 
London,  E.  17. 

'The  Labour  Alliance. 

Sir,— Owen  Senior  has  missed  the  mark, 
viz.  : “ They  are  all  anxious  that  we  of  the 
co-operative  movement  should  join  with 
the  Labour  Party.”  Why  do  we  not  look 
at  the  subject  from  still  another  point  of 
view,  e.g.  : ” Why  do  not  all  the  members 
ot  trade  unions  and  the  Labour  Party  join 
us?  Why  not,  instead  of  shopping  at 
private  shops,  do  all  tlieir  purchasing  at 
our  co-operative  stores?  Instead  of  read- 
ing some  ‘ Dairy  Liar,’  why  do  they  not 
become  regular  readers  of  the  ' Co-opera- 
tive News  ’ and  carry  out  the  principles  as 
expounded  therein?” 

I admit  the  aims 

movements  are  

almost  identical  on  ‘paper,  but  it  is  onlv 
when  they  are  put  into  every-day  practice 
that  we  see  and  experience  the  reality  of 
them.  The  action  of  a local  committee  or 
a score  of  members  at  a meeting  passing  a- 
resolution  to  affiliate  the  local  society  to 
the  Laobur  Party  does  not  Secure  the  votes 
(the  principal  item)  of  the  larger  body  of 
its  members.  But-  the  educated  and*' 
greater  body  of  loyal  co-operators  Mould 
always  rise  to  the  occasion  and  vote  for- 
their  representative  on  the  local  governing 
bodies  ; in  a large  constituency  they  would 
even  send  tlieir  own  representative  to 
Parliament,  and  so,  in  due  time,  by  peace- 
ful persuasion  bring  about  the  Co-opera- 
tive Commonwealth. — Yours,  Arc., 

Penzance.  Arthur  S.  Bartlett. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

D.  B. — We  wish  you  M ould  not  call  him  an 
“ educationalist.”  It  is  as  bad  a-s  ” retiral.” 

J.  P.  (Leeds). — dShculd  be  glad  if  Me  could 
(Use  it — and,  others  as  well — but  the  ” News  ” 
only  comes  out  once  a week. 

T.  BroIvx.— If  the  pntrrt&ks  are  bad  your 
wife  should  talk  to  the  shopman  about  it.  If 
the  purchasers  don’t  ciemplain  he  may 
delude  himself  into  believing  thnt  they  are 
satisfied: 

A.  J.” Jones. — The  subject  will  be  dealt, 
with  in  tin  article — probably  'hex t week. 

R.  WodnOOCKV— Are  you  certain  that  local 
societies  impose  the, conditioUs  you  name? 


» “IN  CLOAKS.” 


THE  PEDLAR  S MOST 
POPULAR  LINE. 


arid  objects  of  both 
very  similar  and  indeed 


He  was  a strange’ \ittle  man  who  had  some- 
how gained  admission  to  my  office.  Whence 
he  crime  F do  not-  kiiow.  He  had  been  speak- 
ing for  some  time  before  I realised  his  presence, 
then  I looked  up^uddenly  to  hear  him  saying : 
k|  One  Of  ouv  most  popular  lines  is  the  poli- 
tician’s cloak.  Made  in  colours  varying  from 
, orange  pr  green,  to, blue  or  crimson ; it  Tits 
loosely,  enabling  its, -wearer  easily  andirapidly 
to  change  his  garb  should  the  necessity  arise. 

“ Our  special  office-seeker’s  cloak  is  a fine 
line.  Made  of  shot-  silk,  a vivid  blue  outside, 
changing  under  certain  lights  to  emerald 
• green ; it  is  also  reversible,  the  colours  on 
the  inner  side  ranging  from  dark  red  to  orange. 
One  of  our  leading  politicians  who  has  filled 
almost  every  office  in  the  Cabinet,  first  set 
the  fashion  in  this  cloak.  That  was  before 
he  took  to  hats. 

“ The  famous  Joseph’s  coat  of  many  colours 
is  again  becoming  popular  though  we  call  it 
‘ Coalition  ’ now.  The  fiscal  cloak,  which 
another  Joseph  first  made  popular,  still  has 
its  adherents.  It-  is  an  illusive  article,  appear- 
ing of  tlie  finest  texture  and  proof  against 
all  criticism,  though  it  has  been  said  that  in 
a strong  light  it  can  easily  be  seen  through. 


^Mft  &>»»  those,  our  most  striking 
production  is*  the  eliaritable.-douk!  This  type 
never  seems  ito  wane  in  popularity.  It,  still 
effectively  covers  a multitude  of  sins.  The 
new  rich,  especially  the  profiteers,  are  often 
partial  to  this  cloak,  and  * it  is  a favourite 
with  wealthy,  maiden  ladies.  One  gentleman 
who  was  metamorphosed  from  an  American 
millionaire  to  a Scotch  laird  wore,  with  great 
4clat  a charitable  .cloaks  trimmed  with  library 
lace  and  |oM.  He  presented  a wonderful 
figure  to  many  toivns. 

“ We  have  also  the  religious  cloak ; at 
all  times  a useful  covering.  Some  people 
get  it  by  a handsome  donation  tf)  church  funds, 
others  prefer  the  instalment  plan — a half- 
penny to  sixpence  a week.’  Cf&sely  allied  tp 
the  religious  cloak  Ls  the  cloak  of  humility 
as  popular  to-day  as  in  the  days  of  Dickens 
and  even  more  liable  to  be  worn  threadbare. 

“ One  wonders  sometimes  what  Would 
happen  if  a cyclone  struck  the  earth  and 
stripped  the  cloaks  from  everyone  of  us ; 

but  then,  of  course ’’  and  there  the  storv 

ends,  for  suddenly,  as  if  the  cyclone  he  had 
talked  about  had  come,  the  pedlar  was  gone, 
and  I was  left  alone,  to  ponder  on  this  visit. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

I observe  that  a boy  of  Cleethorpes  has 
been  distinguishing  himself.  He  iwas 
knocked  down  by  a tram-car,  and  picked  up 
injured  and  unconscious,  with  a two-shilling 
piece  in  his  hand.  When  lie  was  brought  to, 
he  bolted  off  to  a shop  for  the  pound  of 
butter  he  had  been  going  for  when  the  acci- 
dent happened.  My  old  friend  James  Deans, 
to  whom  a testimonial  is  being  organised 
by  his  co-operative  friends,  put  the  boy’s 
petformanee  in  the  shade,  even  since  he 
passed  the  Psalmist’s  allotted  span  of  three- 
score-yea rs-and-ten.  He  was  knocked  down 
•'and  run  over  by  a cab;  and  'when  lie  was 
picked  up  and  dusted,  he  crossed  the  street 
to  post  the  letter  he  had  set  out  to  post; 
and  then  looked  into  my  den  to  inquire  if 
,1  thought  his  leg  would  be  much  the  worse. 
“ There  are  no  bones  broken ’ lie  said,  ‘‘  for 

I was  l^tening.”  * * * . 

A great  honour  has  been  conferred  on  Mr. 

Albert  Mansbridge  in  the  invitation  which 

lias  been  extended  to  him  by  the  President 

of  Harvard  to  deliver  a course  of  Loa-ell  lec- 
tures at  Boston,  U.S.A.,  during  March.  The 

subject  to  be  dealt  with  is  “ Tlie  Older  Uni- 

versities of  England.”  Mr.  Mansbridge  has 

left  for  the  United  States  to  fulfil  this  en- 

gagement, and  he  expects  to  be  absent:  from 

England  for  several  months.  Air.  Mnris- 
bridge  will,  in  addition,  deliver  lectures  at 
Yale  University  and  elsewhere,  and  he  is 
also  paying  a visit  to  the  W.E.A.  branches 
’ at  Montreal  and  Toronto.  He  hopes  to 
establish  contact  witli'a  good  many  organisa- 
tions in  the  United  States  which  are  con- 
cerned in  the  education  of  the  .workers.  His 
many  friends  in  this  country  will  wish  him 
every  success  in  his  missionary  tour. 

Railway  centres  are  generally  co-cpc-ra- 
tivo  centres  as  well.  At  Horwich,  where 
the  L.  and  Y.  men  are  trying  to  say  L.  and 


THE  DERELICTS. 


Buffeted  by  the  two  C’s— Clayton  and  Camberwell — the  leaders  of  the 
Coalition  wonder  what  is  going  to  happen  next. 


N.W.R.,  is  a co-operative  nursery  for i offi-i 
cials.  From'  there  Mr.  Rammer  went  to 
Luton,  Mr.  S.  Taylor  to  Stockport,  Ml-'!  Hi- 
Rawlinsop  tic, Reading,  .-yjd.'Mi'. 

Blackley.  To  Mr.  SteU's M^cre^arjql  office 
Mr.  Close  has  just  been  appointed.  Despite 
Iris  name,  this  is  but  the  beghiriirig'of  what 
will  be,  1 hope,  a long  co-operatiVe  cafeer.  , 

The  other  day  forty  students  from  tlie 
Northamptonshire.  '.Courity  . CounciL'K,  boot , 
and  shoe  technical  classes  . had  a demonstra- 
tion of-  boot-making  at  the  Havelbc'k'  fai»i  : 
tory  of  the  Kettering  copartners.  Air. 
James  Langley  (the  president  of  tlie  society) 
and  Air.  T.  Adams,  J.P.  (manager),  wel- 
comed the  .visitors.  Some  school  authorities 
object  to  children  going  to  co-operative 
exhibitions.  It  is  good  to  find  students  find- 
ing educational  facilities  in  co-operative 
wdrksJL-  ♦- 

There  were  .sufficient.  Labour  men  of  the 
right  calibfe  to  form  a Government  at  the 
ajinual  dinner  of  the  Co-operative  Printing 
Society’s  London  branch  on  Saturday  night. 
Many  are  Parliamentary  candidates,  and 
they  were\  encouraged  by  the  good  news  from 
Clayton  announced  by  Mr.  Frank  Hodges, 
who  had  spoken  in  the  division  on  Friday 
night.  The  Miners’  Federation  secretary  made 
one  of  the  best  speeches  of  the  evening,  reveal- 
ing a humorous  strain  Which  highly  delighted 
the  company.  . ♦ ♦ 

The  information  given  by,  Mr.  Tyler  as 
to  the  public  work  performed  by  itlie  London 
board  points  to  the  possibility  of  a telephone 
message  being  .sent  from  Domiing-strcet 
asking  them  to  form  a new  Cabinet.  The 
interests  of  the.  electors  would  be  safer  in  the 
hands  of  this-  co-operative  body  than*  onder 
the  control  of  the  nondescript  collection  of 
Coalitionists  who  are  now  hungry  for  office. 

One-  feature  of  the  society’s  work,  which 
was  commented  upon,  is  the  happy  relation- 
ship which  exists  amongst  all  sections.  The 
fact  that  many  of  the  employees  have  grown 
grey  in  the  society’s  service  is  a proof  of  the  1 
happy  conditions  prevailing  in  Tudor-9tre?t. 

Iu  the  jubilee  history  there  is  a list  of  twenty- 
seven  employees  at  the  London  branch  who,’ 
in  1919,  had  been  working  there  for  twenty- 
five  years  or  upwards. 

What’s  wrong- with  the  capitalistic  press? 
Are  they  beginning  to  catch  a cold  now  that 
there  are  such  evidences  of  the  growth  of 
democratic  thought  and  freedom  everywhere 
and  notably  in  Clayton  and  Camberwell  1 
One  day  last  week  everybody  in  our  street 
got  a free  copy  of  a certain  big  morning  paper 
pushed  under  the  front  door  ” With  tile-pub- 
lishers’ coqjfiliment,”  and,  later,  a canvasser- 
called  round  to  get  a subscription  order. 
Sunday  came  another  free  copy  of  a very  well- 
known  week-ender — one  of  “ the  largest 
circulation”  variety — with  the  intimation 
that  a representative  would  call  with  a view' 
to  enrolling  me  as  a reader. 

The  impression  to  be  gathered  from  the 
” Daily  Mail  ” if>  that  somebody  at  White- 
hall blundered  in  allowing  the  Prince's  visit 
to  India  to  synchro nis,e  wijJi  Lord  Nortb- 
eliffe’s  tour  round  the  world.  The  press 
could  not  possibly  write  up  biin. 

Oct  and  About, 
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February  25,  1922. 


LIFE  WELL  SPENT. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  JOHN  PALMER 

(PORT  A DOWN). 


John  Palmer. 


We  much  regret 
to  announce  the 
death  of  Mr.  John 
Palmer1  (of  Porta- 
down).  on  the  16tli 
inst.  The  deceased 
was  one  of  the 
best-known  co-ope- 
rators in  Ireland, 
and  at  the  time  of 
liis  death  he  still 
held  the  positions 
of  president  of  the 
Portadown  Co-ope- 
r a t i v e Society, 
member  of  the 
Irish  Sectional 
Board  of  the  Co- 
operative -Union, 


mid  director  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Whole- 
sale Society  (Dublin). 

Cross-channel  co-operators  will  remember 
that  the  late  Mr.  Palmer  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Congress  Reception  Commit- 
tee of  the  Co-operative  Congress  at  Dublin 
in  1914.  He  was  born  in  Portadown  in  1850, 
and  practically  all  his  working  life  was  spent 
in  the  Portadown  postal  service  as  an  im- 
portant official.  When  he  retired  from 
active  service  in  1911,  his  Majesty  the  King 
conferred  a medal  upon  him  in  recognition 
of  his  long  service  of  forty-one  years  and 
his  invariable  good  conduct.  During  the 
whole  of  his  official  career  he  was  connected 
with  the  Postal  Telegraph  Clerks’  Associa- 
tion. and  the  respect  of  his  fellow-workers 
in  Ins  probity  and!  judgment  was  evidenced 
,bv,  tjieir  ,appoiutiiig  him  to  give  evidence  on 
tfieir  behalf  during  the  Bradford  Commission 
of  Inquiry  into  the  pay  and  prospects  of  the 
postal  service.  He  also  took  a deep  interest 
in'"  religious  work,  and  acted*  as  Sunday 
School  superintendent  for  the  Methodist 
body  for  many  years, 

A Convert  of  Mr.  Deans. 

It  wa$  as  a co-operator,  however,  that  we 
knew  Mr.  Palmer  best.  He  might  be  called 
a convert  of  Mr.  Deans,  for  it  was  in  1898 
that  Mr.  Deans  addressed  a meeting  in  Por- 
tadown, and  Mr.  Palmer  was  chairman  of 
that’hieetiug.  When  the  Portadown’  Society 
was  formed,  he  was  appointed  president, 
end,  held  that  office  until  his  death.  During 
the  first  few  years  - of  the  Portadown 
Society’s  existence  the  outlook  was  very 
unpromising;  but  sturdy  John  Palmer, 
aided  by  his  colleagues,  brought  the  society 
through  all  its  troubles,  and  firmly  estab- 
lished it,  despite  all  opposition  by  interested 
parties,  and  apathy  so  far  as  the  working 
classes  were  concerned. 

Mr.  Palmer  might  also  bo  called  an 
evangel  of  co-operation,  for  all  his  spare 
time  was  given  to  spreading  the  light  as  a 
committeeman  of  the  Irish  Co-operative 
Conference  Association.  He  was  a familiar 
figure  at  all  propagandist  and  co-operative 
gatherings,  and  after  the  merging  of  the 
I.C.C.A.  Committee  into  the  Irish  Sectional 
Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  he  was  ap- 
pointed first  chairman  of  the  board.  Gifted 
with  a splendid  fluency  of  speech  and  a 
happy  knack  of  humour,  he  was  able  to 
drive  his  points  home  with  rare  force,  and 
many  a convinced  co-opera  tor  owes  his  con- 
nection with  the  movement  to-day  to  the  in- 
fluence of  our  deceased  friend.  The  move- 
ment can  ill  affoid  to  lose  such  men,  for  he 
was  an  enthusiast  in  all  matters  co-opera- 
tive. ,a-ml  he  died;  as  he  had  lived,  in  harness 
to  tlie  last.  . 

We  might  also  mention  that  for  some 
years  Mr.  Palmer  was  a member  of  the 
Portadown  Town  Council,  and  one  of  his 
first  acts  was  to  try  and  better  the  housing 
conditions  of  tlie  working  classes  of  Porta- 
down. He  also  tried  to  secure  tlie  provisions 
of  the  Town  Tenants  Act  for  Ins  fellow- 
townsmen,  and  was  trustee  of  the  Porta- 
down Textile  Society.  In  every  good  work 
he  was  cc-nspicubus.  and  it  could  be  said  of 
him  that  lie  was  a philanthropist  of  the 
highest  order,  and  his  life  was  well  spent  in 
thg  service  of  his  fellow-men.  He  was  a 
good  husband,  a kind  father,  and  a staunch 
comrade,  and  in  deeply  sympathising  with 
his  widow  and  family  in  their  great  loss,  we 
ask*  them  to  remember— 

The  truth  to  flesh  and  sense  unknown ; 

That  Life  is  ever  Lord  of  Death, 

And  Love  can  never  lose  its  own. 

W.  G.  K. 


A CREDIT  TO  ITS  PARENT. 

PROSPERITY  OF  THE  C.P.S.  LONDON  BRANCH. 


EMPLOYEES’  ANNUAL  DINNER. 


BY  OURfcOWN  REPORTER. 


A numerous  company,  fully  representa- 
tive of  co-operation  and  organised  labour, 
assembled  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  em- 
ployees at  the  London  branch  of  the  Co- 
operative Printing  Society,  held  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  on  Saturday  evening. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler.  J.P.  (the  general  man- 
ager), presided,  and  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  A.  Taylor,  J.P.,  and  W.  Stansfield 
(Manchester),  and  the  members  of  the  Lon- 
don board.  Parliament  was  represented  by 
Messrs.  G.  N.  Barnes,  C.  W.  Bowerman,  T. 

Naylor,  and  J.  H.  Thomas.  Many  of 
the  best-known  trade  union  leaders  were 
present,  in  addition  to  managers  and  secre- 
taries of  societies  in  the  London  district. 

Second  to  None. 

At  the  commencement  Mrs.  Tyler  was  pre- 
sented with  a choice  bouquet  of  carnations 
as  a token  of  the  employees’  esteem. 

There  was  a short  toast  list,  opened  by 
the  Chairman,  who  proposed  “ The  Firm 
and  Directors.”  As  far  as  the  firm  was  con- 
cerned, lie  said,  from  a trade  union  and  co- 
operative point  of  view  it  stood  second  to 
none  in  that  great  city.  (Applause.)  It  was 
not  always  the  case  that  they  could  get  such 
a gathering  as  this.  His  mind  went  back 
now  over  thirty  years,  when,  with  the  wise 
discretion  of  the  pioneers  of  the  society  in 
Manchester,  it  was  decided  to  come  to  Lon- 
don. At  that  time  the  Metropolis  was 
known  as  a “ co-operative  desert.”  In  those 
days  it  was  not  quite  so  .fashionable  to  be 
either  a co-operator  or  a trade  unionist,  and 
a terrible  struggle  to  be  both.  To  the  credit 
of  Manchester,  and  but  for  the  principles 
of  co-operation  and  trade  unionism,  they 
undoubtedly  would  have  shut  dowu.  They 
struggled  through  year  after  year  with 
losses  and  no  prospect  of  profit.  To-day  the 
London  branch  was,  he  thought,  a credit 
to  the  parent  at  Manchester,  and  he  hoped 
that  it  would  always  be  so.  (Applause.) 
They  were  delighted  in  having  two  of  tlie 
directors  from  Manchester  present  in  tlie 
persons  of  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor  (president)  and 
Mr.  Stansfield  (secretary). 

First  Pensioner. 

Mr.  Tyler  proceeded  to  give  some  details 
with  regard  to  the  thrift  and  pension  funds, 
and  mentioned  that  Mr.  Robert  Gosling,  one 
of  the  first  employees  t.o  enter  the  society 
when  they  had  an  office  in  Salisbury-court, 
was  the  first  one  to  receive  a pension.  It 
l.ad  been  intended  to  make  a presentation 
that  night  of  a grant  from  the  thrift  fund, 
supplemented  by  a gift  subscribed  for  by  the 
employees,  but  Mr.  Gosling  did  not  feel 
equal  to  facing  that  gathering. 

Secret  of  Success. 

Mr.  G.  N.  Barnes  (chairman  of  tlie  Lon- 
don hoard),  in  reply,  made  reference  to  tlie 
loss  the  branch  had  sustained  by  the  death 
of  Mr.  E.  C.  Gibbs  (the  secretary).  He 
knew  Mr.  Gibbs  for  nearly  forty  years;  he 
had  worked  as  a trade  union  secretary  for  a 
small  wage,  and  had  laid  down  the  founda- 
tion for  the  great  movement  which  had. 
enabled  labour  to  take  its  own  distinctive 
place  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  He 
attributed  the  success  of  the  society  to  the 
sagacity  of  the  directors  at  Manchester  in 
establishing  it  on  a sound  basis.  The  society 
had  raised  trade  and  industry  to  a higher 
plane.  (Applause.)  Under  the  pensions  fund 
a principle  had  been  established  that  the 
employees  could  look  forward  to  the  future 
with  no  misgivings.  (Applause.)  He 
handed  to  the  chairman  £20  in  notes,  to  be 


presented  to  Mr.  Gosling,  who  was  retiring 
on  pension  after  thirty-five  years’  service. 

Mr.  Alfred  Taylor.  J.P.  (president  of  the 
society),  also  replied.  He  saw  no  diminu- 
tion, lie  stated,  in  the  spirit  of  affection  dis- 
played towards  the  chairman.  He  men- 
tioned that  during  the  last  five  years 
bonuses  had  been  given  to  the  customers 
to  the  extent  of  £35,000  over  and  above  the 
interest  received  oil  the  shares,  out  of  the 
net  profits.  The  pension  fund  was  started 
at  the  jubilee  of  the  society  by  the  trans- 
ference from  the  benevolent  fund  of  £9,000. 
This  fund  now  stood  at  £27,000.  This 
money  was  invested  in  Government  securi- 
ties outside  the  business.  Within  the  last 
few  years  over  £5,000  had  been  added  to 
the  thrift  fund  out  of  the  profits.  Bonuses 
amounting  to  £16.290  had  been  paid  to 
labour  in  five  years.  The  sum  of  £15,000 
had  been  spent  in  adopting  and  fitting' up 
additional  premises  at  Blackfriars. 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  “ The 
Visitors,”  mentioned  the  long  list  of  trade 
union  officials  who  were  present  that  even- 
ing. He  ventured  to  say  that  there  were 
very  few  business  concerns  which  could  get 
such  a circle  of  friends  together  as  we  had 
that  evening.  (Applause.) 

Source  of  Great  Mystery. 

Mr.  Frank  Hodges.  J.P.  (secretary  to  the 
Miners’  Federation),  thanked  the  society  on 
behalf  of  the  guests  for  having  entertained 
them  so  magnificently  that  evening.  They 
found  themselves  in  strange  company,  for 
printers  were  always  a source  of  great  mys- 
tery. They  started  out  in  life  by  being 
printers’  devils,  and  wound  up  by  being  a 
“ father  of  a chapel.”  (Laughter.)  He  had 
come  to  regard  printers  as  the  aristocrats 
of  labour.  (Laughter.)  There  were  more 
trade  union  agreements  adhering  to  custom 
and  tradition  than  lie  had  come  across  in 
any  other  trade.  (Laughter  and  applause.) 
Ho  was  sure  that  to  manage  them  all  it 
required  an  emperor-father  of  a cathedral 
instead  of  a mei*e  chapel.  (Laughter.)  Mr. 
Hodges  announced  the  result  of  the  Clayton 
by-election,  which  was  -received  with 
enthusiasm. 

Mr.  J.  Bromley  (Associated  Society  of 
Locomotive  Engineers)  said  lie  had  for  many 
ypars  been  a co-operator  in  Manchester, 
Worcester,  Leeds,  and  in  London.  He  was 
proud  to  see  the  way  in  which  the  co-opera  - 
tive  movement  had  extended.  It  proved 
that  labour,  once  despised  and  rejected, 
could  govern  when  given  the  opportunity. 
(Applause.)  That,  gathering  was  an  emblem 
of  the  possibilities  of  international  comrade- 
ship. (Applause.) 

Mr.  A.  '~H.  Smethurst  (Amalgamated 
Engineering  Union)  also  responded.  He  had 
found  in  the  London  branch  that  the  best 
possible  feeling  existed  right  from  the  top 
to  the  bottom.  This  was  the  keynote  of  the 
society’s  success.  ‘ (Applause.) 

Mr.  C.  T.  Cramp  (National  Union  of  Rail- 
waymen),  in  proposing  “The  Chairman. 

said  much  of  the  success  of  the  C.P.S.  w 

undoubtedly  dueito  its  very  able,  enterpris- 
ing. and  nevej-failing  general  manager 
(Applause.) 

The  toast  was  accorded  musical  honours. 
In  acknowledgment;  the  Chairman  made  an 
appreciative  reference  to  the  help  lie  had 
always  received  fyoni  the  staff. 

A high-class  musical  programme  was  meri- 
toriously carried  out  by  Madame  Marion 
Rattishall,  Miss  Doris  Buckley,  Messrs. 
Horaoe  Sequeira,  ^Sydney  Leader,  F.  T. 
Smith,  and  Emil  Clare,  Mr.  Norman 
Appleton  being  the  accompanist. 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  MR.  JAMES 
, DEANS. 


Mu.  James  Lucas,  ohairman  of  tlie  com- 
mittee entrusted  with  the  arrangements  for 
the  presentation  of  a testimonial  to  Mr. 
James  Deans  in  recognition  of  fifty  years  of 
co-operative  service,  writes  as  follows : — 

I understand  that  there  is  some  dubiety 
as  to  whether  the  committee  in  charge  of 
Mr.  De-ins’  testimonial  are  open  to  receive 
subscriptions  from  English  and  Irish  socie- 
ties or  from  individuals.  I hasten,  there- 
fore. to  seek  the  publicity  of  your  columns 
to  inform  all  interested  that  the  committee 
will  welcome  all  subscriptions,  whether 
these  come  from  societies  or  from  individuals 
iu  Scotland  ot  furth  of  Scotland, 

A great  social  movement  like  the  co- 
operative organisation  cannot  fail  to  create 
many  private  friendships,  and  Mr.  Deans,  I 
know,  has  made  many  friends  in  England 
and  Ireland  as  well  as  Scotland.  Mr. 
Macintosh,  95,  Morrison-streett  Glasgow,  is 
ready  to  acknowledge  all  tokens  of  respect 
and  friendship  widen  tlie  work  and  wortu  of 
our  veteran  merit. 


THE  MISERY  IN  WALES. 


A READERS  APPEAL  BRINGS  AID. 

Three  weeks  ago  we  published  a letter 
from  Mr.  James  Jones,  11,  Pwllvgath- 
street,  Kenfig  Hill,  near  Bridgend,  Glam., 
in  which  he  let  a flood  of  light  in  upon  the 
domestic  hardships  of  the  miners  in  the 
district. 

His  letter  lias  apparently  been  read  with 
sympathy,  and  he  Writes  very  gratefully 
as  follows:  — 

I thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  print- 
ing my  letter  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News.”  It  has  opened  the  eyes  of  the  co- 
operative people,  and  it  was  not  half  I 
could  have  told  you.  There  are  many  men 
who  have  got  to  go  back  to  trie  office  to 
sub  10S.  for  bread  for  their  families.  A 
cashier  of  a colliery  told  me  so,  but  I knew 
all  along. 

Will  you  thank  a friend  in  our  paper  for 
tlie  one-pound  note  lie  sent  me  to  help 
some  poor  creature.  I bought  with  it  boots 
for  a mother  and  baby,  and  the  rest  I 
spent  in  food  for  them.  The  husband  is 
at  home  with  a blood-poisoned  foot.  This 
is  a hard-working  man  with  two  children, 
and  for  many  weeks  I have  had  to  take 
food  for  them  or  they  woiild  have  starved. 
I also  received  a,  parcel  of  shoes  and  left- 
off  clothes  from  Mr.  A.  H.  Walker 
(Penrith),  for  which  I thank  him  and  his 
friends.  I took  two  pairs  of  shoes  to  a man 
that  lost  his  arm  in  the  work  some  time 
back.  He  only  had  a pair  of  shoes  that 
the  late  manager  of  the  colliery  gave  him. 
You  should  have  seen  the  tears  of  joy  and 


thankfulness  running  down  his  poor 
cheeks — it  was  worth  all  the  capitalists’ 
wealth.  They  got  their  heaven  here,  hut 
ours  is  to  come. 

I only  wish  all  the  Government  could 
read  that  letter  of  mine  I sent  you,  and 
come  to  Wales  and  let  me  take  them  to  see 
the  poverty  there  is.  It  might  soften  their 
hearts.  There  was  never  such  hardships 
since  Wales  was  Wales.  I only  wish  the 
Co-operative  Society  was  all  one  and  one 
centre  so  we  could  be  helping  one  another 
ibut  I was  told  by  the  late  Mayor  of  Swan- 
sea I was  born  forty  years  before  my  time. 
I have  got  the  true  co-operative  movement 
at  heart.  I thank  you  again  for  the  articles 
that  you  publish.  I hope  the  time  is  not 
far  off  when  we  shall  have  it  a daily  paper. 
Ours  is  tlie  only  working  people’s  paper. 
My  best  thank*?  to  all  concerned. 


C.W.S.  SCRUTINEERS. 


The  election  of  C.W.S.  scrutineer?  lia: 
resulted  in  the  return  of  Messrs.  J.  E 
Kilburn  (Dewsbury),  with  2,430  votes,  and 
W.  Isherwood  (Burnley),  with  2,41*2  votes. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Wortwick  (Berwick),  with  139 
votes,  Mr.  L.  Batters  by  (Tyldesl^y),  with 
126,  and  Mr.  J.  Cliapman  (Sheffield),  with 
117.  are  tlie  only  unsuccessful  candidate: 
with  more  than  100  votes. 


The  Bolton  Society  has  obtained  a licence 
for  the  sale  of  wines  at  the  new  chemist' 
shop  opened  a few  months  ago. 


EIGHTY,  NOT  OUT.  ' 

GIFT  TO  MR.  T.  RF.DFEARN. 


Mr.  Thomas  Rf.dh'arn,  the  “father” 
of  the  Heckmondwike  Council,  and  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  co-operative  movement 
in  the  Heckmondwike  district,  was  enter- 
tained to  dinner  by  the  directors  and 
shareholders  of  the  Heckmondwike  Manu- 
facturing Company  on  Tuesday,  last  week. 
The  dinner  was  arranged  to  celebrate 
Mr.  Redfearn’s  eightieth  birthday  and 
to  recognise  liis  forty-nine  years’  secretarial 
service  to  the  company.  During  the  even- 
ing he  was  presented  with  a full-sized  paint- 
ing of  himself  and  an  illuminated  address. 

Mr.  Redfearn  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best- 
known  co-opcrators  in  the  north,  and  has 
been  a member  of  the  North-Western  Sec- 
tional Board  for  a good  number  of  years. 
A short  time  ago  he  attained  his  jubilee  as 
a delegate  to  the  C.W.S.  meetings,  and 
celebrated  it  by  having  tea  with  the  direc- 
tors—a body  of  men  be  had  consistently 
criticised  iu  a helpful  manner.  He  joined 
the  Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council 


l 

ir.  1873,  and  with  tlie  exception  of  two  brief 
>eriods  lie  has  been  a member  ever  since, 
de  has  also  acted  as  one. of  tlie  vioe>-presi- 
dents  of  the  Heckmondwike  Liberal  Asso- 
ciation, and  chairman  of  the  Old-Age  Pen- 
sions Committee.  He  lias  been  the 
secretary  of  the  Heckmondwike  Manufac- 
turing Company  ever  since  its  formation. 

A Man  with  a Conscience. 

Mr.  J.  Holland  (chairman  of  the  direc- 
tors), in  making  the  presentation,  said  not 
only  Heckmondwike,  but  the  whole  country 
had  reason  to  ho  proud  of  Mr.  Redfearn. 
He  had  been  a worker  all  his  life,  and  they 
could  not  find  a man  who  had  done  more 
for  the  good  of  the  town  and  district.  Ho 
was  a man  with  a conscience,  and  had 
actually  been  in  prison  for  the  sake  of  it. 

Mr.  *G.  Thorpe  (president  of  the  C.W.S.) 
said  Mr.  Redfearn  had  lived  an  active, 
stern,  and  virtuous  life.  At  the  meetings 
of  the  C.W.S.  he  had  become  regarded  as 
“ almanac,”  because  he  could  always  give 
chapter  and  versd"  for  his  statements,  which 
made  him  a most  dangerous  man  when  he 
issued  a challenge. 

Several  other  speakers  paid  tribute  to  Mr. 
Redfearn,  who,  on  rising  to  reply,  was 
greeted  with  repeated  cheers.  He  said  a 
mutter  which  troubled  him  was  that  the 
Bible  said,  “ Woe  unto  you  when  all  men 
speak  well  of  vou.”  However,  all  men  did 
not  speak  well  of  him.  Letters  and  post- 
cards had  come  to  hand  from  objectors,  one 
demanding  money  and  others  calling  him 
all  kinds  of  names.  He  then  proceeded — 
speaking  without  notes — to  give  a history  of 
the  formation  and  progress  of  the  company. 

Four  of  the  oldest  employees — Messrs.  R. 
Kitchingham,  F.  Hutchinson,  J.  Peel,  and 
J.  Waring— wlro  had  been  with  the  company 
since  its  commencement,  were  also  present. 


HELP  FOR  RUSSIA. 


A practical  gift  is  to  be  made  by  the 
directors  of  the  C.W.S.  to  help  to  relieve 
the  distress  in  Russia.  Boots  to  the  value 
of  £1,000,  and  clothing  to  the  same  value, 
are  to  be  given  to  the  Nansen  Russian 
Famine  Relief  Fund,  a total  gift  of  £2,000. 
The  employees  also  made  a special  collec- 
tion last  week  for  the  same  object. 


An  informal  committee  has  been  discuss- 
ing a proposal  to  provide  a memorial  to  llio 
late  Mr.  H.  M.  Hyndmau,  and  suggestions 
as  to  the  most  suitable  form  hnve  J)cen 
iuvited  by  Mr.  Tom  Kennedy,  M.P.  » 


Morning,  Noon,  and  Night 

In  an  instant  you  can  prepare 
a cup  of  coffee  as  delicious,  as 
fragrant,  and  as  good  as  any 
served  iu  Paris,  by  using  “Milk- 
maid” Cafe  all  Lait.  It  is  far 
nicer  than  ordinary  coffee,  and 
is  most  economical — no  milk 
or  sugar  required.  Try  it  for 
breakfast,  lunch,  or  supper. 

CAFE  AU  LAIT 

“MILKMAID”  BRAND 

(Pre-War  Style  Again) 
Jseaves  no  " grounds"  for  complaint- 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores, 
and  is  packed  by 

NESTLE’S, 

6 8.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.I- 
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LAW  OF  PROGRESS. 

mutual  aid  on  the  part  of 

WORKERS. 

MR.  FRED  BRAMLEY  AT 

BRISTOL. 

On  Saturday,  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  Hall,  Bristol, 
a well-attended  conference  of  co-operators  and 
trade  unionists  was  held,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  W.  G.  Pethcrick  (chairman  of  the 
Co-operative  Political  Council). 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the,  proceedings, 
said  .tliey  were  glad  to  have  on  the  platform 
the  president  of  the  Bristol  Co-operativ? 
Society,  as  well  as  the.  president  of  the  Bristol 
Trades  Council.  He  said  he  hoped  they  would 
realise  there  never  was  greater  need  for  a 
better  understanding  and  a closer  relationship 
between  the  two  organisations.  The  Govern- 
ment had  done  its  best  to  kill  trade  unionism, 
and  the  Labour  Party  was  being  subjected  to 
attacks  from  both  political  parties. 

An  address  was  given  by  Mr.  Fred  Bramley, 
secretary  of  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  General 
Council.  He  dealt  with  the  advantages  of 
mutual  support  as  between  the  trade  union 
nnd  co-operative  movements.  Before  they 
could  expect  to  secure  joint  action  it  would  be 
necessary  for  them  to  come  to  definite  con- 
clusions as  to  the  objects  they  had  in  view. 

An  Obsolete  System. 

The  more  enlightened  trade  unionists  Had 
arrived  at  the  conclusion,  long  ago,  that  a 
system  which  required  a continual  conflict 
between  employees  and  employers  was  one 
which  would  ultimately  disappear.  The  worker, 
in  order  to  secure  complete  emancipation,  must 
aim  at  the  development  of  ‘•an  industrial 
system  in  which  producers  would  co-operate  in 
producing  for  use  as  distinct  from  the  present 
system  of  producing,  not  for  his  own  profit, 
but  for  that  of  the  employer.  Co-operators 
were  organised  as  consumer  for  the  reason 
that  they  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
a fair  return  for  the  money  they  expended 
could  only  be  secured  by  organising  against 
the  exploiter  in  all  departments  of  distribution. 

A discussion  followed,  and  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  V.  Despics  (president  of  the  Bristol  Trades 
Council),  seconded  by  Mr.  Joseph  Marks,  J.P. 
(president  of  the  Bristol  Co-operative  Society), 
a resolution  was  passed  endorsing  the  appeal 
for  a greater  solidarity  between  the  twin  move- 
ments, and  pledging  those  present  to  support 
in  every  possible  direction  the  development  of 
co-operative  trade  and  principles. 

The  Lesson  of  Experience. 

' In  the  evening,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Bristol  Society's  educational  committee,  Mr. 
Bramley  gave  an  interesting  and  instructive 
address  on  “ Mutual  Aid  as  the  Law  of 
Progress.” 

He  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  for  many 
years  the  gospel  of  free  and  unrestricted  com- 
petition had  dominated  the  minds  of  geoho- 
mists  and  statesmen.  Experience)  however, 
had  taught  them  that  competition  in  many 
respects  tended  to  degrade,  for  the  reason  that, 
those  who  competed-did  not.  compete  to  excel, 
but  to  secure  personal  advantages.  It  was 
found  necessary,  as  tune  Avent  on,  to  exercise 
the  power  of  tjie  .State  , to.  prevent  individual 
greed  inflicting  ^erious  injury  on  society.  Even 
capitalistic  governments  jiacl  been  compelled 
to  pass  Factory  Acts*  to  secure  powers  to  the 
State,  and  to  exercise  super  vision  over  our  food 
supply,  and  to  penalise  the  individual  who 
attempted  to  make  an  illegal  profit.  In  many 
other  respects  the  State  had  been  compelled 
tobfep  in  to  repair. the  damage  of  private  enter- 
prise or  prevent  further  injuries  being  inflicted 
oil  the  community.;7 

The  Moral. 

; People  now  recognised  in  all  departments 
of  their  social  life  and  service  the  best  results 
could  be  obtained  by  mutual  helpfulness. 
Trade  union  organisations  and  the  co-operative 
movement,  as  representing  the  workers’  effort 
in  mutual  aid,  were  paralleled  by  the  recog- 
nition of  the  same  principle  on  the  part  of  the 
employers.  Bankers  nd  longer  cQUlpoted,  si  ip- 
mv^rs  combined,  tmalowOe^h-on  and  s eel 
infmhfacturers  ; aiul  in  rt- 

lnent,  of  production  employ ei|?  ^stlj-fiti  >ns< 
dominated  production  andprices,  anum  lfe. 
ApWUthent  of  didt/iljlft ion  tricIA  socic 
Play^bitihe  same  • iplq.,  \ Anting;  on  the  sr  my, 
U1dia'  ,0  be  .drawn  from  all  his 
experience  'and  pTa'e^al’  apjMcat  ioif  ofTt  ras 
that,  the  workers  must)  extend  the -application 
°f  the  principle,  and'  by 'bringing  the  great 
national  organisations  together  they  must 
del  if  cr  blow  after  bl^w,  against  the  present  as 
producers,  as  consumers,  and  as  citizens. 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 

AND  NEWS. 


[From  Our  Own-  G*o  it  respondents.] 


The  co-operative  movement  is  building  a 
bridge  leading  from  the  chaos  of  the  present 
to  the  new  life  of  the  future.  Every  new 
member,  each  capital  investment,  each  trading 
transaction,  and  each  service  rendered  for 
the  cause  is  finding  tile  material  and  helping 
on  the  construction  of  that  bridge.  The 
sound  of  the  footsteps  crossing  the  bridge  will 
more  than  compensate  for  every  effort  and 
sacrifice  made  for  tlje  cause.” — Mr.  AY.  H. 
Floivers  (seetifinal  organiser). 

Societies  sufficiently  large  are  experiencing 
the  value  of  a trained  canvasser  for  members 
and  trade  ; Avhilsl  smaller  societies  are  more 
and  more  realising  that  in  utilising  certain 
assistants  in  this  direction  much  useful  service 
is  performed.  Not  only  are  they  meeting 
our  opponents  on  ground  which  ivas  con- 
sidered a preserve  outside  the  immediate 
scope  of  co-operative  effort,  hut  a mass  of 
co-operative  and  allied  information  is  being 
steadily  disseminated  throughout  the  villages 
and  hamlets  ; the  services  of  the  motor  having 
made  this  bringing  of  co-operation  to  remote 
areas  possible.  A system  of  commission 
over  and  above  certain  standards  of  return 
is  being  adopted  with  success  by  some  socie- 
ties. It  has  certainly  resulted  in  a stimula- 
tion of  effort  on  the  part  of  employees,  and 
Avhere  in  being  is  considered  to  be  justified 
by  results.  The  advocacy  of  the  co-operative 
cause  in  any  sphere  and  from  even  the  material 
point  of  view  can  only  help  fonvard  the. 
movement,  and  an  attracted  and  concerned 
individual  becomes  a magnet  for  other  partici- 
pants. In  this  manner  the  movement  groAvs. 

Eager  and  interested  audiences  have  filled 
the  meeting  rooms  during  the  Avcek's  cam- 
paign of  the  sectional  organiser  at  Bodmin. 
Public  meetings  in  the  Public  Booms,  Bodmin  : 
the  Parish  Room,  Lanivet ; and  the  School 
Room,  Nanstallon,  have  been  held,  each  of 
which  has  been  presided  over  by  a local 
worthy.  As  a result  of  the  meetings  and  the 
exposition  of  the  position  of  the  society,  to- 
gether With  a revelation  of  the  principles:  of 
the  movement  and  the  past  year’s  record  of  the 
society  under  the  successful  management  of 
Mr.  A.  \Varne,  there  is,  a renewal  of  confi- 
dence in  the  district.  Share  and  loan  capital 
is  coming  along,  and  trade  is  rapidly  growing. 
A ricAv  shopfront,  too,  has  made  the  premises 
the  most  attractive  in  the  town.  The  bakery 
products  baA-e  been  doubled  in  output,  and 
this  department  has  secured  in  open  com- 
petition the  contracts  for  the  Guardians  and 
the  barracks.  With  • the  advent  of  new  in- 
fluences upon  its  management  and  educational 
committees  an  era  of  successful  development 
is  opening  out  at  Bodmin. 

The  continued  cbHfiacnce  of  the  TAverton 
members  in  Mi’.  E.  ,G- - llaskins,  J.P.,  Avhich 
has  been  shown  in  his  re-election  to  the  posi- 
tion of  president,  is  a recognition  of  the  sterling 
worth  and  capable  (characteristics  of  this 
stahvart  co-operator.  _ Thc_  progressive  educa- 
tiofraPaspect  :oi  co-operation  has  ahvays  liad 
in  him  a staunch  supporter,  and  an  efficient 
knoAvledge  of  business  organisation  ’ |nd 
accountancy,  together  With  a tactful  manner 
in  dealing  with  these  subjects,  have  stamped 
him  as  a worthy  occupant  of  the  presidential 
chair.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Advancing  years, with  its  consequent 
physical  disability,  is -responsible  for  the  Sever- 
ing of  the  official  connection  as  a committee- 
man of  the  Teignmoiith  Society  of  Mr.  William 


Crooks.  “ Old  Man  Crooks,”  as  he  is  affec- 
tionately termed,  has  reached  the  ripe  old 
age  of  cighty-one  years.  A co-operator  since 
the  inception  of  the  Teignmouth  Society, 
always  a stalwart  progressive  pioneer,  he  has 
been  the  representative  of  the  Dawlish  branch 
on  the  committee  for  over  eighteen  years.  In 
season  and  out  of  season,  in  all  weathers,  he 
has  essayed  the  Aveekly  journey  to  and  from 
JJaAvlish,  and  during  the  war  period,  Avhcn  the 
railway  services  were  curtailed,  he  did  the 
eight  miles’  return  journey  on  foot.  Although 
his  physical  poAvers  are  Availing  his  mental 
outlook  is  bright,  and  his  faith  and  zeal  for 
the  movement  is  unabated.  His  quiet  in- 
fluence in  the  Dajwjisli  district  Avill  continue 
to  he  used  for  the  spread  of  his  beloved  cause  ; 
but  the  more  active  work  is  to  be  laid  doAvn 
for  younger  and  more  vigorous  shoulders. 
Mr.  Crooks’  record  of  services  faithfully  ren- 
dered should  be  an  inspiration  to  the  younger 
generation  to  take  a keener  interest  in  their 
own  causes ; and  Ave  wish  our  old  friend 
pleasant  reminiscences  and  happy  experiences 
in  his  Avell-carned  retirement. 

The  value  of  a consistent  reiteration  of 
the  co-operative  policy  and  principles  is 
constantly  being  demonstrated  in  various 
parts  yf  the  section.  Wherever  this  is  most 
aggressive  and  progressive  so  eventually 
is  the  measure  of  success.  As  a demonstra- 
tion of  this  one  has  only  to  consider  the  manner 
in  which  the  societies  which  have  developed 
this  phase  of  their  Avork  have  stood  the  shock 
of  the  slump  in  trade  and  values.  In  many 
cases  apparent  losses  have  been  incurred. 
This  is  temporary  and  transient,  as  the  volume 
of  trade  done  reveals  the  possibilities  of  great 
extensions  when  .normality  returns.  In  the 
meantime  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in  many 
eases  Avhere  no  surplus  or  a reduced  surplus 
has  been  announced,  neither  trade  nor  capital 
has  fallen  off.  One  society  Avhich  recently 
announced  no  surplus,  has  increased  its  share 
capital  by  a substantial  amount,  one  instal- 
ment being  of  one  hundred  sovereigns.  Other 
societies  are  developing  new  districts,  and 
concentration  upon  areas  already  served  is 
having  beneficial  results.  Safe  depreciation 
and  sound  capital  values  will  soon  be  to  the 
movement  a distinct  asset  as  against  the 
watered  capital  \Talues  of  our  opponents. 

The  local  exhibition  of  C.W.S.  products, 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bovey  Tracey 
Society,  has  been  in  every  Avay  an  unqualified 
success.  The  Temperance  Hall  was  tastefully 
and  effectively  set  out*  and  practically  the 
whole  of  the  population  of  Bovey  and  the 
surrounding  districts  visited  the  exhibition. 
Not  only  did  they  purchase  goods,  but  many 
took  part  in  the  various  competitions  arranged. 
One  of  the  features  of  the  display  Avas  the 
BoA’ey  Tracey  Society’s  stall,  which  showed 
the  society’s  local  productions  in  the  Avay  of 
dairy  produce,  provisions,  butter,  creams, 
eggs,  and  the  examples  of  bakers  and  con- 
fectioners’ art.  Daring  the  week,  Mr.  B. 
Williams  gave  an  interesting  lecture  on  “ Pro- 
duction for  Use,”  in  Avhich  the  co-operative 
films  revealed  the  .capacity  of  the  movement 
to  eater  for  the  people's  requirements.  During 
the  exhibition  a -large  amount  of  trade  Avas 
done  Avith  the  visitors.  The  whole  of  the 
special  week’s  effort  was  organised  by  Mr. 
Telhvright  (general  manager),  and  he  and  the 
committee  and  staff  deserve  the  highest  credit 
for  the  splendid  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
everytliing  Avas  arranged. 


LONDON  MANAGERS’ 

MEETING. 

NEW  OFFICERS  APPOINTED. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  London 
branch  of  the  National  Go-operative  Mau- 
agevfl  Association  ftps  held  at  I^enfair- 
«tre^L,  J]}jy  i.courte^y  the  C.W.S.)  on 

A0«^aJ't:L?§tilW9PK,  / md*  v 

, . Xni  -theJL  mqavoidiAdi-'  absence  of  Mr. 
Tqrnbu)U,AI^tNe\yb^diOceunied  the  chiir, 
and- ipfldsopted  the  .Minimal  report  -.ad: 
balance  sheet,  wltiili,-  he  said,  an  ply 
justified  the  existence.:. of  the  associat  on. 

Mr.  Short  moved,- yjjid  Mr.  Ball  secom  ed, 
a resolution  expressing  appreciation  of  the 
cervices  rendered  t-o-ihe  association  by  >Iv, 
T.  Middleton  (Epping),  who  had  resigned 
the  post  of  secretary oiwing  to  taking  up 
a position  outside  the  movement.  It  was 
unanimously  resoh’ed  to  grant  an  honora- 


rium of  twelve  guineas  to  Mr.  Middleton 
as  a slight  acknowledgment  of  his  services. 

The  following  were  elected  officers  'for 
1922:— Mr.  Turnbull  (Dnrtford),  presi- 
dent: Mr.  Ball  (Luton),  vice-president; 

Mr.  Noble  (Rochester),  secretary.  There 
was  keen  competition  for  the  committee, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  u ore 
.elected:  Messrs.  Townley  (Watford),  llow- 
lett  (C.W.S.),  Newbold  (Woking).  Short 
(Brighton).  Bpndy  (Watford),  and  Young 
(South  Suoiirfian). 

A grant  of  £5  was  voted  to  the  Bradshaw 
Testimonial  Fund,  members  expressing 
their  great  appreciation  of  Mr.  Bradshaw's 
past  work  in  the  association. 

A suggestion  put  forward  by  Mr.  Black- 
hum  that  monthly  meetings  should,  be  held 
to  discuss  practical  questions,  such  as 
markets,  ulftl&vtanejitfll  expenses,  &6.,  was 
referred  to- the  committee.  , • 

The  newly  rejected  .secretary  (Mr.  S.  W . 
Noble)  is  general  manager  of  the  Rochester 
Society.  His  address  ie  32a,  Jersey-road, 
Strood,  Kent. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 

The  members  of  the  Gloucester  Society 
have  decided  to  support  the  imitation  of  the 
local  branches  of  the  Women’s  Guild  in  asking 
the  Women's  Guild  Congress  of  1923  to  moot 
at  Cheltenham.  A promise  of  financial  assis- 
tance Avas  also  given. 

Three  lock-up  shops  in  Cnvys-road,  Cat  hays, 
belonging  to  the  Cardiff  Society,  Avere  entered 
by  burglars  last  week.  They  effected  an 
entrance  by  smashing  a back  windoAv  in  the 
butcher’s  shop,  from  which  they  Avere  able 
to  get  into  the  fruit  stares,  and-  from  there  to 
the  confectionery  department.  Considerable 
damage  was  done  to  the-  walls  and  windows, 
but  the  only  booty  the  burglars  got  off  with 
were  sdme  apples  and  sausages. 

The  report  and  balance  sheet  of  the  Cardiff 
Society  for  the  year  ending  December  31st 
last  shoAvs  that  the  sales  amounted  to  £288,479, 
Avhich  is  a decrease  of  only  £8,888  on  the  pre- 
A'ious  year.  This  is  looked  upon  as  remark-  1 
able  in  vieAV  of  the  substantial  fall  in  the  price 
of  commodities  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
An  adjustment  of  assets  has  been  necessary 
OAving  to  the  heavy  nature  of  stock  deprecia- 
tion ; but  the  financial  position  of  the  society 
is  unimpaired.  During  the  year  the  member- 
ship increased  by  1,232,  and  now  stands  at 
10,872.  The  share,  loan,  and  '-penny  bank 
capital  amounts  to  £70,426,  an’  Increase  of 
£1,756.  ... 

The  Hereford  Society,  Avhich  is  the  ,‘dhly 
society  in  the  county;  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  progress  made  ddring  the  last  fcAV  years. 
Branches  have  been  opened  at  Ross,  Leo- 
minster, and  Ledbury,  and  every  effort  is 
being  made  to  eater  co-operatively  for  the 
whole  of  the  county  of  Herefordshire.  The 
committee  consider  that  a great  sphere  of 
usefulness  Ties  before  the  society,  .which  has 
never  been  financially  stronger  than  it  ia 
to-day.  With  the  initial  Avork  of  organisation 
complete,  it  is  up  to  the  members  to  consolidate 
the  position  taken  up  in  the  places  named. 

For  many  jrears  the  Gloucester  and  Hereford 
District  Association  carried  on  propaganda 
work  at  Ross,  and  it  is  worth  noting  that  the 
police  visited  the  first  meeting,  and  permission 
had  to  be  obtained  from  the  police-station 
before  the  speakers  could  proceed. 

« « « 

The  gathering  which  followed  the  recent 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Hereford  Society  Avas, 
however,  undisturbed,  and  a large  audience 
listened  Avith  pleasure  to  the  speeches  de- 
livered by  Messrs.  H.  R.  Prosser,  J.  Blackwell, 
and  R.  R.  Chappell.  The  musical  programme 
was  provided  by  a Gloucester  musical  party. 

As  Mr.  J.  Blackwell  Avas  distributing  hand- 
bills previous  to  the  meeting,  and  imTting  the 
women  to  attend,  one  of  them  called  out : "I 
say,  what  are  they — Blues  or  Yallcrs  ? ” 
Fortunately,  he  was  able  to  say  everyone, 
whether  “ Blue  or  Yellow,”  was  welcome. 

Wp  regret  that,  owing  to  a serious  illness, 
Mr.  S.  A.  Stone  lias  decided  to  leave  Gloucester 
on  the  advice  of  his  doctor,  and  is  going  to 
reside  at  Weston-super-Mare.  Mr.  Stone  was 
a member  of  the  management  committee  of 
the  Gloucester  Society,  of  which  he  was  a most 
useful  member.  He  was  also  for  the  last-  two 
years  the  secretary  of  tiie  Gloucester  and  Here- 
ford District  Hours  and  Wages  Board,  and  a 
member  of  the  Gloucester  Guardians.  Mr. 
Stone  carries  with  him  the  good  wishes  of  al) 
Gloucester  co-opcrators. 


LITERATURE  PUSH  AT  NEW 
SWINDON. 

A conference  of  representatives  from  tlio 
general,  educational,  Parliamentary,  and 
local  committees,  also  from  the  Men  s and 
Women's  Guilds,  was  arranged  by  the  New 
Swindon  Society’s  eduealioi.il  comm i t bee . 
on  Saturday.  Mr.  G.  II.  MarMunan.  J.P. 
(president),  was  the  chairman.  A paper  was 
,-ea-l  hv  .Mr.  C.  E.  Taylor,  J.P.  (educational 
secretary),  oil  ” The  Local  Distribution  ol 
Co-uparative  Literature.”  He  gave  a 
description  of  the  . n .-operative  l>enodi. nU 
now  published,  -the  metfnHi  of  distribution 
who  was  responsible  for  literature,  and  Hu 
number  .sold  at  the  branches.  He  fiiii-lie*. 
by  making  a suggestion,  for  tin-  improvemcnl 
in  delivery . and  salefj.  A good  discus-mr 
followed.  ' in  which  , many  . ideas  wert 
expressed,  hut  Ml  were  of  opinion  Hurt  tlu 
sales  were  far  Mow  what  they  should  be. 
During  tiro  evening  Mr  and  Mrs.  II.  Lams 
MnE  a due-t  and  two  winch  V ere  much 
appreciated-  It  is  hoped  that  one  result  of 
the  conference  will  be  an  ir  crease  in 
literature  sales. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women  s Pages. 
"Co-operative  News"  Office,  LoDg  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


ACT  NOW. 

PROTECT  YOUR  CHILDREN. 

MEETINGS  of  protest  against  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Geddes  Report -concerning  ; 
health  and  education  are  already  being 
arranged,  and  it  will  be  the  obvious 
duty  of  every  active  co-operator  to  do 
whatever  he  or  she  can  to  make  these 
protests  strong  and  insistent. 

Dr.  Paton,  Headmaster  of  the  Man- 
chester Grammar  School,  a man  well 
known  in  a very  wide  circle  as  an  educa- 
tionalist of  the  truest  progressive  type, 
speaks  out  with  no  uncertain  voice  about 
the  iniquity  of  “ making  children  pay  for 
the  war."  He  points  out  that  the 
country  has  been  economising  on  educa- 
tion all  through  the  years  of  the  war, 
and  that  schools  have  accumulated 
arrears  of  repairs  and  equipment  which 
are  a serious  handicap.  He  speaks 
strongly,  too,  on  the  iniquity  of  raising 
the  age  of  admission  from  five  to  six 
years,  pointing  out  how  housing  con- 
ditions have  changed  for  the  worse  and 
the  dangers  of  the  streets  increased,  so 
that  not  only  the  discipline,  but  the 
safety  of  the  nursery  school  are  more 
needed  than  ever. 

' The  proposal  to  exclude  all  children 
. under  six  from  elementary  schools  must 
-beJought tooth  and  nail,  says  Sir  Arthur 
H.  D.  Acland,  the  husband  of  our  Lady 
Acland,  and  former  minister  of  Educa- 
tion. "Years  ago  we  reported  unani- 
mously that  we  regarded  this  question 
as  one  of  the  highest  importance  under 
the  present  conditions  of  working-class 
life,  on  social,  hygienic,  and  educational 
grounds  alike.  And  it  is  as  important 
noW.” 

Lady  Astor,  M.P.,  protests  against  the 
"false  scale  of  values”  set  up  by  the 
big  business  men  of  the  Committee  in 
discussing  the  women  police  patrols, 
whose  preventive  work,  even  with  their 
limited  powers,  has  done  an  immense 
service  to  the  community  which  is  an 
economy  in  life,  health,  and  happiness. 
Then  with  the  common-sense  of  a 
woman’s  logic  Lady  Astor  points  out  the 
waste  of  letting  the  little  ones  of  five  and 
six  run  wild  in  the  streets  or  remain 
cooped  up  in  crowded  homes,  while  " as 
regards  the  elder  children,  when  one  con- 
siders the  hard  times  we  are  only  in  the 
middle  of  it,  it  seems  extravagance  indeed 
to  send  the  children  into  the  labour  market 
as  cheap  labour  and  pay  doles  to  adults.” 

Other  women  will,  no  doubt,  be  able 
to  show  the  Government  an  equally 
common-sense  view  of  the  proposals 
touching  not  only  the  education  " cuts,” 
but  the  health  proposals.  Meanwhile,  on 
behalf  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
E lglish  Women’s  Guild,  we  are  requested 
to  call  attention  to  Lady  Acland’s  letter 
which  appears,  in  our  V Women’s  Pages” 
this  week,  and  to  urge  all  branches  at 
once  to  pass  a resolution  protesting,  as 
mothers,  against  the  suggested  " econo- 
mies.” 

Furthermore,  our  " Pages  ” reveal  what 
working  women  and  women  co-operators 
generally  are  thinking  about  the  attacks 
— under  the  cover  of  false  economy — 
against  the  well-being  of  women  and 
children.  An  outcry  now  is  the  only 
possible  safeguard,  and  any  inducement 
to  apathy  should  not' be  cultivated  by 
anyone  nor  any  body  of  persons  having 
the  real  interests  of  the  children’s  future 
at  heart  otherwise  we  shall  find  the 
horse  stolen  before  the  stable  door  is 
locked. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 

CAMPAIGN  AMONGST  WOMEN  CO-OPERATORS. 

INTERVIEW  WITH  MRS.  E.  M.  CHRISTIE  (NATIONAL 

ORGANISER). 


[By  Our  Own  Representative.] 


The  Poole  Guild  recently  entertained  100 
unemployed  co-operators  and  guild  members’ 
children. 

“ A clock  and  illuminated  address  ” pre- 
sentation was  made  recently  at  the  Watford 
Guild  hv  Mrs.  W.  Taylor  to  the  late  presi- 
dent (Mrs.  Beek),  who  were  both  "in’’  at 
the  starting  of  the' branch. 

Ipswich  Guild  branches  held  their  annual 
party  recently,  about  300  members  and. 
friends  being  present.  A touch  of  endness 
was  introduced  when  Mrs.  Bird  (the  vice- 
president  of  Ipswich  No.  1 Central), 
announced  that  Mrs.  Brett  (who,  owing  to 
illness,  has  been  absent  from  meetings  for 
over  six  months)  was  still  unable  to  resume 
her  duties.  Later  .in  the  evening  n letter 
was  read  from  Mhs.  Brett  resigning  her 
position  as  president,  a position  she  has 
occupied  for  twenty-two  years. 


The  Co-operative  Party  has  never  neg- 
lected the  political  education  of  the 
women  members  of  the  movement,  and  now 
that  a General  Election  is  looming  the 
party  is  organising  a great  campaign,  par- 
ticulars of  which  have  been  disclosed  to 
us  in  an  interview  with  Mrs.  Eva  M. 
Christie  (national  organiser). 

“ In  those  constituencies  where  we  have 
our  own  Co-operative  candidates,"  said 
Mrs.  Christie,  “ the  women  are  organised 
in  ward  associations  and  divisional  coun- 
cils, and  each  association  has  a secretary 
who  is  responsible  for  the  distribution  of 
co-operative  literature.  The  ward  mem- 
bers undertake  a house-to-house  distribu- 
tion. Then  we  are  holding  cottage  meet- 
ings — one  of  the  best  means  for 
disseminating  information.  Under  Mrs. 
Sarrill,  one  of  ourBirm- 
nglia  m organisers,  O-.-"  ' 
these  meetings  have 
been  particularly  suc- 
cessful. Through  her 
efforts  women  who  had 
never  even  used  their 
municipal  vote,  after 
one  of  our  meetings, 
ohmtarily  voted  for 
Mrs.  Cottrell  as  a Co- 
operative candidate  for 
the  Birmingham  City 
Council.  Guildswomen 
are  the  speakers  at 
many  of  these  meetings. 

In  those  constitu- 
encies where  full-time 
organisers  are  e in- 
ployed  some  really  fine 
work  is  being  done. 

Tlie  women  are  taught 
not  only  how  to  use 
their  vote,  but  are  given 
lessons  in  canvassing 
work,  which  all  political 
parties  are  now  taking 
up  amongst  women.  And 
these  associations,  de-  — 
scribing  themselves  as 

‘ non-political,’  are  getting  amongst  the 
Guild  branches.  Of  course,"  continued 
Mrs.  Christie,  " they  are  all  strongly 
political  when  looked  into  though  they  go 
under  such  names  as  1 St.  George  ’ and 
‘The  Citizens’  Association.'  Their  sole 
aim  is  to  teach  women  how  and  in  what 
direction  to  vote.  In  one  constituency 
The  Primrose  League  ’ actually  called 
itself  a 1 non-party  ’ organisation  ! 

But  in  those  towns  where  there  are  no 
Co-operative  candidates,  the  Co-operative 
Party  is  carrying  out  an  educational  cam- 
paign, showing  the  relationship  of  all 
parties  to  the  co-operative  movement.  We 
point  out  to  the  women  first  of  all  that 
they  must  not  expect  people  pledged  to 
private  enterprise  to  support  Co-operation, 
and  that  Captain  Guest  and  his  party  have 
definitely  stated  they  are  pledged  m 
support  of  private  enterprise.  I he 

Unionists,  at  their  conference  in  Liverpool, 
made  a clear  statement  that  the  thief  part 
of  their  programme  was  the  defence  of  the 
old  institutions.  Now  Co-operation  is  a 
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new  institution,  and  is  out  for  a new  social 
order,  formed  and  fashioned  to  eliminate 
profit-making  and  to  turn  private  enter- 
prise into  co-operative  enterprise.  Hence, 
the  old  parties  cannot  assist  the  co-opera- 
tive movement. 

••  Then,"  continued  Mrs.  Christie,  " we 
draw  the  women’s  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Government  is  asking  that  a 
hundred  million  pounds  might  be  saved 
this  year,  but  it  will  have  to  be  saved  by 
working  people.  The  attack  on  education 
is  but  another  example  of  the  incompetence 
of  the  present  Government  and  its  lack 
of  regard  for  the  coining  generation.  This 
is  all  the  outcome  of  private  enterprise, 
which  we  want  replacing  by  a system  of 
co-operative  trade,  co-operative  finance, 
and  co-operative  commerce.” 

“ Do  you  find  the 
□ women  interested''”  we 
ventured  to  ask. 

“ Yes,  very,”  came 
the  prompt  r e p 1 y. 
They  are  always  glad 
to  hear,  that  we  advo- 
cate levies  on  capital, 
reductions  in  military 
and  naval  expenditure, 
free  secondary  educa- 
tion for  all  children, 
and  endowments  for 
mothers’  and  widows’ 
pensions.  And  the 
other  parties,  fully 
alive  to  the  value  of 
our  political  teaching 
amongst  women,  are 
seeking  to  undermine 
it  by  sending  women 
into  ’ the  Guilds  who 
are  endeavouring  to 
convince  the  members 
— though  with  little 
success — that  co-opera- 
tors entering  into 
politics  will  result 
the  ultimate  financial 
ruin  of  the  movement. 
And  many  women  are,  of  course,  afraid  of 
their  dividend.  But  women  have  been 
unjustly  accused  of  being  ‘ dividend 
hunters.’  It  is  not  tlieir  love  of  money, 
hut  tlieir  fear  of  the  future  which  makes 
them  think  a great  deal  about  dividend. 
And  can  we  blame  them  for  anticipating 
tlie  1 rainy  dav  ’ which  comes  to  so  many 
working  families?  Again,  they  are  afraid 
that  if  they  do  not  keep  the  old  parties 
going  their  husbands  and  sons  will  be 
thrown  out  of  employment,  - and  it 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  conceive  a 
condition  of  society  without  the  captains 
of  industry.  » 

"But,  please,’  laughed  Mrs.  Christie, 
“ don’t  think  ours  is  such  a very  difficult 
task.  The  women,  are  not  nearly  so  con- 
servative as  the  men,  nor  as  prejudiced, 
and  are  altogether  much  more  amenable  to 
our  teachings  than  the  other  sex." 


Wfiy  Are  Our  Churches  Empty? 

March  “Woman’s  Outlook.” 


Read 


THE  WORKING  WOMEN’S  AXE. 

DOWN  WITH  THE  GEDDES'  PROPOSALS. 


11 J.  am  oonvinoed  that  the  suggested 
‘ cuts  ’ in  education  advocated  by  statesmen 
are  not  primarily  on  the  grounds  of  eco- 
nomy. hut  because  they  are  afraid  of  the 
people’s  growing  intelligence.  They  want 
an  uneducated  democracy,  so  they  can  main- 
tain a political  power." 

This  remark  was  made  to  our  own  woman 
representative  by  a working  mother  on 
Friday,  last  week,  during  the  election  con- 
test at  Clayton  (Manchester).  "All  our 
hopes  for  our  children,”  she  added,  “ are 
to  be  choked  for  the  sake  of  eighteen  mil- 
lions, the  price  of  a battleship.  And  this 
when  I Jiave  just  been  hearing  that  tlie  cost 
of  educating  the  working  mans  child  at  ail 
elementary  school  is  but  £12  17s.  6d.  a year, 
while  to  educate  a young  cadet  at  a military 
school  in  such  accomplishments  as  flying 
costs  about  £600  per  head  a year. 
We  cannot  expect  to  achieve  our 
ideals  when  we  esteem  a military  general 
higher  than  a teacher.  We  must  wield 
our  ‘Axe’  against  the  Geddes  ‘Axe,’  and 
against  all  those  who  are  to-day  preaching 
and  advocating  false  ideas  of  economy.  How 
they  delight  in  deducting  Gd.  from  an  old 
man’s  weekly  pension  because  he  receives 
Cd.  a week  from  his  6on;  yet  the  late 
Speaker’s  pension  is  £4,000  a year,  although 
the  Labour  Party  voted  that  £1,000  was 
sufficient.  That  is  what  I have  to  say®’ 
stated  another  working  woman. 

“ All  the  mothers  in  our  street,”  said 
another  woman,  " have  signed  a protest 
against  these  ‘cuts’  in  education.” 


ELECTED  TO  MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE. 


Mrs.  W.  Clark 
(Secretary,  Thrap- 
stou  Guild). 


Mrs.  Swann 
(President,  Tlirap- 
ston  Guild). 


AXE"  COMMITTEE. 


AND  THE  WORKERS'  LIVES. 

Dear  Madam, — The  abolition  of  nursery 
schools  is,  in  my  opinion,  a disgrace  to 
civilisation;  but  what  can  we  expect  from 
a committee  composed  entirely  of  " big  busi- 
ness men"?  Not  cue  member  of  the  Axe 
Committee  really  understands  (and  does  not 
want  to)  the  conditions  under  which  the 
workers  are  compelled  to  live,  due  largely 
to  the  shortage  of  houses.  It  is  the  duty 
of  every  guildswoman  to  raise  her  voice  in 
protest.  The  Navy  have  protested  very 
strongly  to  the  suggested  “cuts”  in  their 
direction.  Personally,  1 do  not  attach  much 
importance  to  them,  because  they  will  never 
be  put  into  operation;  but  the  "cuts" 
directed  towards  education  will  come  into 
effect  if  we  women  are  not  up  and  doing, 
and  our  children  will  suffer  considerably. 
Just  imagine  a mother’s  life  with  four  chil- 
dren under  the  age  of  six  years  (and  there 
are  plenty)  in  two  or  three  rooms.  Her 
health  will  be  broken,  and  we  shall  be  hav- 
ing a C3  population,  instead  of  the  A1  so 
much  talked  about.  Let  us  arouse  the 
women  voters  to  their  responsibilities,  and 
return  men  and  women  to  Parliament  and 
to  municipal  authorities  who  understand 
the  needs  of  the  workers. — Yours,  «Src. , 

(Mrs.)  E.  M.  Sqpirf. 
Enfield  Highway,  February  20th,  1922. 


11  There  is  room  for  great  economy  in  mili- 
tary departments.  At  the  Woolwich  Aca- 
demy there  is  a staff  of  217  for  280  cadets. 
x\nd  they  talk  about  fifty  for  one  teacher 
in  our  elementary  schools,"  said  another 
working  mother  in  another  part  of  Man- 
chester. “ As  ifor  one  teacher  being  in 
charge  of  fifty  children,  why.  the  idea  is 
ridiculous  in  the  extreme.  During  school 
life  children  are  self-willed  and  boisterous, 
needing  ns  much  individual  care  as  can  pos- 
sibly 1)6  bestowed  upon  them." 

"Nursery  schools,"  said  another  working 
mother,  "are  a great  value  to  us.  I speak 
from  experience.  Mv  child  has  learnt  how 
to  be  tidy,  and  developed  the  snirit  of  ‘ give 
and  take’’  at  the  nursery  school.” 

"It  is  strange  to  me,”  observed  another, 
“ how  with  280  millionaires  in  the  country, 
possessing  an  aggregate  of  £590,000,000,  the 
workers  should  be  called  upon  to  suffer  in 
this  wav.  Is  it  economy  tlie  Government 
are  really  out  for,  or  is  it  a means  of  keeping 
in  darkness  those  who  are  turning  towards 
the  light  of  truth  and  freedom?” 

The  new  branch  at  Middleton  Junction 
recently  held  a very  successful  potato-pie 
supper’  the  pies  being  made  by  two  mem- 
bers— Mesdames  Oade  and  Barnes. 

The  members  of  the  Cannon  Hill  (Birm- 
ingham) Women’s  Guild  visited  the  Birming- 
ham Society’s  Bakery  recently,  and  were 
shown  all  tlie  mysteries  of  a co-operative 
bakery  by  the  manager,  Mr.  Le  Bonne. 


STORE  SHARES  AND 

DEATH  DUTIES. 


Dear  Madam* — At  our  last  Guild  meet- 
ing a member  asked  me  a question  which  I 
was  unable  to  answer,  and  I promised  to 
get  the  information.  The  question  was. 
If  a member  with  share  capital  in  her  store 
should  die,  would  there  be  any  death  duty 
to  pay  on  capital  being  drawn  by:  next  of 
kin?  (Mrs.)  A.  G.  Rhodes,  President. 
Rhyl. 

[If  a member  has  less  than  £100  in  shares 
in  her  stores,  and  nominates  someone  to 
receive  it  at  her  death,  there  is  no  deatli 
duty  to  be  paid.  If  the  shares  are  not 
nominated  they  come  into  the  estate  upon 
which  deatli  duties  must  be  paid  on  any 
amount  over  £100.  There  js  no  duty  on 
estates  not  exceeding  £100  in  any  case.— 
Ed.,  " Women’s  Pages.”] 


•WAKE  UP!" 


" B.  N.”  (Norfolk)  writes: — When  are 
we  going  to  wake  up?  We  are  told  our 
factories  are  on  sliort-time,  which  could  not 
he  if  only  co-operatively  produced  goods 
were  sold  at  our  stores.  If  one  complains 
we  are  always  told  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
C.W.S.,  who  do  not  send  the  orders  on 
quick  enough,  whereas  if  the  goods  are 
ordered  from  a private  firm  they  are 
despatched  without  delay.  Do  let  those 
at  the  top  wake  up,  and  let, us  have  "our 
own  goods  ” at  our  stores! 


Two  new  guild  branches  have  heeu  opened 
near  Scunthorpe,  one  at  Wintcrburn  and 
the  other  at  Burocn. 

A deputation  from  tlie  Solio  Society's 
education  committee — Mrs.  Firth,  Mr. 
Bettinson,  and  Mr.  Ix>we — attended  tlie 
Langley  Women’s  Guild,  on  Monday  last,  to 
suggest  the  advisability  of  forming  a local 
committee  to  forward  the  welfare  of  the 
movement  in  all  its  aspects. 

The  annual  Women’s  Labour  Conference 
will  be  held  this  year  at  Leamington  b£} 
on  May  9th  and  10th.  The  first  day  will 
be  spent  on  a discussion  of  international 
questions,  and  the  help  the  Labour  Party 
h0S  rendered  to  working  women  during 
past  year  at  home  and  abroad.  At  the  Man- 
cheater  conference  held  la-st  year,  it  was  t 
solved  that  a report  should  be  compiled"" 
Motherhood  and  Child  Endowment,  and  tin* 
will  be  discussed  on  the  second  p'ff- 
gether  with  resolutions  dealing  with 
questions  as  the  Education  of  A , 
Women,  Unemployment,  the  Worker 
Standard  of  Life,  Infant  Welfare,  and  , 
ing  Probably  there  will  be  some  kind 
public  demonstration  one  evening,  nn“  . 
view  of  the  coming  election,  whicfo®*y 
place  in  May,  the  gatherings  will 
rrrx> nt  imnortance. 


Febuvary  2.3,  1922. 
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WOMEN'S  PACES. 


WOMEN  VOTERS— UP!  AND  ACT. 


SPEAK  OUT BREAK  THE  GEDDES’  AXE. 


Dear  Madam, — I cordially  endorse 
what  has  appeared  in  our  “ Women’s 
Pages  ” about  the  threatened  " cuts  ” in 
national  expenditure  on  education  and 
about  nursery  schools. 

We  are  now  faced  definitely  with  what 
we  have  been  dreading.  We  know  now 
what  the  committee  of  “ business  men  ” 
(called  the  Geddes  Committee)  proposes 
' for  our  children  ; and  we  know  also, 
only  too  well,  of  the  large  body  of  people 
who  will  agree  with  that  Committee. 
Ignorant  people  cannot  be  expected  to 
think  rightly,  and  we  must,  in  justice  to 
many  of  those  who  support  the  cuts, 
admit  that  they  “ know  not  what  they 
do.”  But  this  ignorance  and  the  pre- 
judices which  accompany  it  must  not  be 
allowed  to  be  parents  of  injury  to  the 
nation  of  the  future.  We  must  speak 
out,  and  speak  at  once. 

There  are  many  who  do  know  and  do 
sympathise,  and  they  will  back  us  in  the 
task  of  teaching  those  who  are  pre- 
judiced and  ignorant.  Let  us  show  to 
everyone,  by  our  earnestness  and  firm- 
ness, that  the  treatment  proposed  for 
our  schools  must  not  be.  carried  out. 
We  cannot  take  the  following,  the  sug- 
gested cuts,  “ lying  down.” 

These  are  the  points  we,  havje  to  grasp. 
It  is  proposed  by  the  Geddes  Committee 
that— 

(i)  Children  under  six  shall  not  be 
received  at  any  public  elementary  school. 
This  means  that  at  least  600,000  children 
will  be  turned  out  of  school.  Where  are 


| they  to  go  ? Fulham  and  Ancoats  have 
no  ” nursery  governesses,”  or,  indeed, 
“nursery  schools  ” 1 enough  for  these 
children.  France  and  Belgium  have 
such  schools  in  plenty.  We  have  not. 

(2)  The  numbers  of  children  in  the 
classes  are  to  be  increased.  Are  not 
many  class-rooms  quite  crowded  enough 
already  ? Can  teachers  do  any  good 
with  such  large  bodies  of  pupils  crowded 
together  ? 

(3)  Teachers  are  to  have  their  salaries 
reduced. 

(4)  The  number  of  free  places  in 
secondary  schools  is  to  be  strictly 
limited. 

(5)  Higher  fees  are  to  be  charged  for 
the  pupils  who  cannot  gain  free  places. 

(6)  The  steps  to  higher  education  and 
to  the  universities  are  to  be  made  harder 
in  various  ways. 

It  is  useless  to  talk  to  us  of  the  need 
of  continuing  to  maintain  a more  expen- 
sive army  and  navy  than  we  had  before 
” the  war  ” which  was  “ to  end  war.” 
There  are  many  of  the  leaders  who  are 
on  our  side.  Let  us  find  them  out,  and 
let  us  back  them  up.  We  must  all  of  us 
join  forces,  and,  facing  the  adverse 
party,  we  must  cry  “ Hands  off  the 
children  ! " 

The  Women’s  Guild  has  great  power  ; 
the  women  voters  can  be  of  important 
use.  A crisis  has  arrived  which  concerns, 
us  all.  Let  us  be  up  and  doing. — Yours 
sincerely,  Alice  S.  Acland. 


ERROR  OF  OUR  WAYS. 

DANGER  OF  SECTIONAL 
INTERESTS. 

A large  number  of  delegates  from  Guild 
brandies  ip  the  Manchester  district  assem- 
bled in.  the  Droyisden  Society’s  Hall,  on 
Wednesday  last,  to  hear  what  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Penny  (Central  Committee  member,):  had  to 
say  ,011“  The  Co-operative  Party.’’,, which  saie 
said  was  formed  to  further  the  interests  of 
co-operators  by  political  power  in  The  House 
of  Commons  and  on  local  bodies.  But,  she 
continued,  while  Co-operative  women  remain 
. indifferent  to  politics  there  will  be  no  strong 
Co-operative  Party.  One  of  the  greatest 
errors  in  the  co-operative  movement  was  the 
placing  in  position  of  people  with  no  inspira- 
tion, those  who  had  forgotten  the  ideals  of 
the  movement. 

Any  movement  of  sectional  interests 
would  fail.  The  reason  the  thirty  Trade 
Union  representatives  in  the  House  lof 
Commons  had  not  been  able  to  accomplish 
more  in,  the  interests  of  the  Labour  move-) 
ment  was  because  many  considered  only  the 
interests  of  their  particular  trade  unions. 
Tbe  Co-oneratire  Party  wanted  to  infuse 
women,  whose  lives  were  spent  in  drab  brick 
boxes,  over  the  wash-tub  and  thejirend-nnig 
with"  the  joy  of  life,"  and  eliminate  "the 
present  condition  of  tilings  whereby  the '.few 
take  all  'the  cream  and  the  many  toil  like 

ant«.  ' ■ • ii 

bi  the  past  the  workers'  'had  been  between 
the  devil  and  the  'deep  sea.  When  the 
Conservative  Party  Paine  into  power  there 
were  efeod  wages  but' high  prices,  whilst  with 
the  Liberal  Party  they  had  cheap  foreign  food 
ami  low  wages.  Woftien  must  use  their  intelli- 
gence  and  not  allow  themselves  to  be  heavily 
taxed  and  say,  “It’s  only  due  to  hard 
tinitti.'1  For  five  yeaVs  the  Government  of 
the  country  had  been  iii  the  hands  of  a Select 
jew,  and  the  people’s'  representatives  had 
heen  powerless,  but  there  was,  a.  limit  to 
lational  endurance,  and  it  was  row  tally  a 
Question  of  time  beforp  the  democratic-  niiive- 
nlli  . stePPecl  into  power.  There  was  no 
nnf?  G°  n t,lilt  tl,<?  fllt'UIC  *>f  tile  Co- 
of  funds6  Party  "ouId  be  liamPered  by  lack 

Mrs.  Matthews  (sectional  secretary)  did 
agree  that  the  sexes  weie  equal.  The 
te-Jl,IIU'  FIU?n  of  Teachers, expected  women 
tSS’M?  tQ  pnefident ‘ in  more  iuhjfccts 
sahu-iel0’  n‘eU  to  liVSlejr ’ 

Jmse  *°  sitJ)  • 

•0  speaker  said  vVhr'  Codin'  never  bfe  1 

^W.  ple.the  peopfeit^t  Vyar  was 

” breeze ’’  j.wa&  stirred  \vh< 
it  (Ardwnelc) $(u.<L^iq jf^ov^g^t 

C was  unwise  to.  cast,  • reflection, an  Trade 
union  ofbeials,  and > so  raise  susiiiffio  1 
the 

not  <*efttwi  r«&Utair  .on  Trade 

Ber»B.i»?e.to  speak  again,  Irat  vras 
Breeted  with  cries  of  “Sit  down.” 

nof  £ret  ^?s  exPr^«sed  that  more  time  had 

. been  allowed  for  discussion. 

dislrib?eat"n.  <*  the  Manchester 

uistrict)  occupied  tbe  chau\ 


NATIONAL  AND 

INTERNATIONAL. 

FROM  ALL  PARTS, 

The  Bolton  District  Conference  was  held 
at  Earlestown  ou  the  d 1th  inst.  Mrs.  Lee 
(district  president)  occupied  the  chair,  and 
Mrs.  Coley  (president  of  the  Earlestown 
Guild)  welcomed  delegates,  while  Miss 
Oliver  (Sectional  Council)  spoke  on 
“ Guildswomen  at  Basle.”  The  speaker, 
in  her  opening  remarks,  reminded  the 
delegates  that  Guild  branches  could  now- 
become  shareholders  in  the  National  Co- 
operative Publishing  Society,  and  so  help 
financially  the  “ News  ” to  become  a daily 
paper,  and  the  “ Woman’s  Outlook  ” to 
become  a weekly  periodical.  The  forma- 
tion of  an  International  Co-operative 
Women’s  Compiittee,(  Miss  Oliver  said, 
would  bs  a great  help  in  keeping  the  women 
of  different  countries  together,  and  would 
give  them  a wider  influence  in  the  move-1 
menC.  The  result  of  the  war  and  the 
blockade'  prevented  the  ’countries  of  Central 
and  Eastern  'Europe  u6B£ai»ing  the  raw 
materials  they  wanted  =to~  carry  on  their 
industries  and  cultivate  their  land,  and  so 
there  was  no  demand  for  the  products, -of 
these  countries.  Hence  all  the  unemploy- 
menf^and  bad  trader Barter  could  'be 
carried  on  by  the  co-oneratjve  movement, 
which  alreac)^  Jhad  itsi^jw  bole  gale  sotieijYes 
dealing  in  varieties  of  goods. 

At  Hitchin  Town  Hall,  ou  Tuesday  , last 
week,  Councillor  Mrs!  *C.  I).  Rackhanr.' W 
Cambridge,  gave  an  interesting  and  infor- 
mative address  on  the  “ Life  of  Robert 
Owen.”  The  speaket  giive  many  interest- 
ing glimpses  of  the  inner  life  of  the  great 
reformer,  whose  various  activities  in  ’ cd- 
operative  and  socialistic  enterprises  created 
such  a «tir  in  the  early'  part  of  the  nine- 
teenth century. 

Thirteen  propaganda  and  educational 

meetings  for  gnilclswjomen  were  recently 
arranged  bv  the  Dermr  district  secretary 
(Mr.  Redgate)  in  collaboration  with  Coun- 
cillor Tapping  (secretary,  Derby  Political 
Council),  when  the  subject  of  “ Co-opera- 
tive Polities  and  the  Co-operative  Party  ” 
proved  so  fascinating  that  many  women 
attended  nine  out  of  the  thirteen  lectures, 
and  have  since  expressed  themselves 
anxious  to  carry  ou  the  work.  Mts. 
Cln-istie  (National  organiser  of  the  C6- 
op&ativc  Party)  was  tJho  teacher  at  tlie 
Ghmf  school^,  and  addressed  the  publ  c 
Sir  effectively : that  opponentjs 
lbfetroi^'cbttWM  ts,“  aud  A^bthetic  co-oper;  - 
toW  * vfc^-o  aroirsed  a iftf< " awakened . Tie' 
Political  Cdnftm  are  V&flising  as  nevi  r 
before  the  Tnlinv  uf  thw^rmrk  which  womt  n 
,can  dOj^jjjwiEmgly  .fctamjthey  are  inte  - 
ested  ^i^d-enligntened..  The  District  C'011 - 
mitte§jaie  hopeful  that^t-be  Co-operative 
Party  s^uay  grow  anjl  ^prosper  in  the  r 
midst  as  a result  of  the  recent  propaganda.; 

Visits  to  local  place's  iff5 Interest  make  a 
feature  of  the  HarpurfieV  and  Moston  Guild*' 
programme.  Lnsit  week-  the  members 
visited  the  quaint  Chetham  Hospital  and 
Library  in  Long  Millgate,  Manchester. 
They  were  most  impr'essedjby  this  quaint 
Jacobean  building  still  existing  in  the  heart 
of  the  busy  city. 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


Delegates  representing  twenty-two  guilds 
attended  the  quarterly  conference,  arranged 
hy  the  East  -Metropolitan  district  of  the 
Women  s Guild,  at  Chadwell  Heath.  Essex. 
aj*'  'Vee^-  Mrs.  M.  Slade  presided.  Mr. 
Ads.ett,  of  the  National  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society.  gave  an  address  dealing 
with  the  developments  of  the  co-operative 
press  since  1821.  and  the  Publishing 
Society  s latest  achievements.  An  appeal 
was  made  for  an  increased  effort  to  extend 
the  circulation  of  the  society’s  publications. 
Tins  was  followed  bv  a well-sustained  dis- 
cussion led  by  Mrs.  Paul  Campbell,  the 
secretary,  and  a member  of  the  Loudon 
Society’s  general  committee.  There  was 
a general  agreement  as  to  the  value  of  the 
press  as  an  educator  and  propagandist 
agent. 

The  newly-formed  Wilts  district  of  the 
Women’s  Guild  held  two  district  com- 
mittee schools  recently  - and  a conference 
at  Corsliam,  when  Mrs.  Green  (Southern 
Section)  spoke  on  “ The  Co-operative 
Party  ” in  the  afternoon  and  “ Inter- 
national Co-operation  ’’  in  the  evening. 
The  conference  was  well  attended.  A11 
officials’  class  has  also  been  held  at  Trow- 
bridge, when  Mrs.  Archer  (sectional  secre- 
tary) was  the  speaker,  and  “ The  Work  of 
Branch  Secretaries,  Presidents,  and 
Treasurers,”  was  the  subject.  Every 
branch  in  the  district  was  represented. 
Two  new  branches  have  been  formed  at 
Bradford-on-Avon  and  at  Holt,  Trowbridge. 

A new  Guild  branch  has  just  been  formed 
at  Sale  in  the  Manchester  district.  It  will 
be  known  as  the  Sale  and  Asliton-on- 
Mersey  Guild.  The  officials  are  Mrs.  Thorp 
(president),  Mrs.  Bennett  (treasurer),  Kirs. 
Circuit,  12,  Haddon  Grove,  Urban-road, 
Sale,  Cheshire  (secretary),  Mesdames 


Parker,  Bailey,  Dixon,  Robinson,  Avress, 
and  Cawley  (committee).  Thirty-two  mem- 
bers were ( enrolled.  The  speakers  for  the 
evenuig  were  Mrs.  Battersbv  (education 
committee),  Mrs.  Dawson  (district  com- 
mittee), and  Mrs.  Slingsby  (district 
secretary). 

On  the  8th  inst.  the  Lewes  District  held 
an  officials’  class  at  Brighton,  when  Mrs. 
Archer  (Southern  sectional  secretary)  was 
the  teacher,  and  Mrs.  Smith  (Lewes  dis- 
trict secretary)  presided.  Mm  Archer 
spoke  on  the  official  work  of  the  Guild. 
The  delegates  were  entertained  to  tea  by 
the  Lewes-road  Guild  (Brighton’s  youngest 
branch  Guild). 

n Tfie  ‘Se'v  Delaval  and  Nowsham  Women’s 
Guild  had  their  first  social  and  dance  on 
the  8th  inst.  The  programme  of  dancing 
and  singing  was  successfully  carried 
through  by  the  M.C.’s  (Mrs.  It.  Tavlor 
aud  Mrs.  W.  Taylor). 

A new  Guild  branch  has  itist  been 
opened  at  "West  Green.  South  Tottenham, 
Mrs.  Cook  (late  district  committee  mem- 
ber) was  elected  president,  the  secretary 
being  Mrs.  Alice,  21,  Downbills-road, 
V\  est  Green,  and  the  treasurer  Mrs.  Dicks 
-Committee  members  are  Mesdames  Utton, 
Boulding,  and  Pye.  Mrs.  Hunt  and  others 
have  worked  hard  to  bring  about  this 
result. 

Great  regret  is  felt  iu  the  South  York- 
shire district  at  the  death  of  Mrs.  Smott 
(Parkgate),  who  was  an  active  member  of 
the  first  central  committee  o(f  the  Women’s 
Guild,  and  formed  the  Parkgate  Guild. 
Ih rough  change  of  residence  and  jljjiess 
she  lost  touch  with  her -branch,  but  main- 
tained her  interest  in  the  Guild  and1  co- 
operative literature  up  to  the  last.  1 


and 


Sweets  are  Sweetest 
wdeti  from  tfje  e.w.s. 


WATCH  YOUR  STORE  COUNTERS 
for  C.W.S.  SWEETS. 

ms  They  should  be  to  the  Front,  es 


Friemds  of  the  Force 


Very  old  and  faithful 
friends  of the'Foeee.  are  Pelav/ 
Polishes,  these  cause  little  work 
and  the  result  is  always  the  - 
best  attainable.  We  hope  that 
our  readers  will  always  aiSh 
ior  Peuvw  Polishes  ™ 

the  Police  CAronic/c 


Housewives  should  get  a Supply  of 
these  Polishes  NOW, 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


••  noins-de-pli 

conditions  oi 
fiidofed.  Ad< 
Long  Millgiit 


vising  distinctive 

!a't  renuS  to  Ue  soeu  can  Lo  con-. 

|r.  -;,  "The  Doctor, " ••  Co-opct'ttufc  4. 

-,  Manchester.)' 


yvt-r  ftvori  vjt>i 
and  persever.nl . . 
re  tally  given  U-rougl' 


'all 


—Dropsy 


“ Painless.” — Give 
much.  With  patience 
will  to  well.  Replies  a 
this  column. 

determine  the  cans?.  - 

..  u H ' Anno  Domini  ” seems  to  he 
vour  eein plaint— -at 

‘•*m»  r S' 

■ci npre non's— that  is,  mortified.  You.  must 
you  are  no  woi  se  . 

s.V— (Yon  have  evidently  not  read 
Ililest  tlip.Se  betoie  lyritnm  t)  nbl.®s 

Ife  iir-imei,  express,?  by 

ere  is  notlm®  nnieli  r.  ion.-  '““S 
,, terns  lire  due , to  uerv.msiurss  « d 
liell,  u,lll  l advise  you  to  uoliy  <W 


; the 


“ wind,’ 
ouses  of  your 


the  opinion  expr— -- - . . 
that  ••  there  is  nothing  nnieli  '■  u*n„ 
your 

exaggeration,  x.,. _ , 

inoro  about  tne  condition 

“ Newes  ” and 
vou  vour.-Mf  din  ('nope. 

• - Jx}  T.  ..  filSs  me 


time,;, 

of-  -ioda  - -2-  clrathms  ; pow 
rliubn'.b,  1 ilrmhm  ; 'tincture  ol  lW 
drnohins  ; pe|i»erinmt  "liter,  A ounces 
fusion  ofVeiitnui  to  K ounce! 
spoonful  three  times  a day. 

“ HopF.rt'i  ." — My  repnt.Ttiori  for  eundour 
in  my  replies  in  lid-  «,  lumn  impel, 

■sav  that,,  1 dp  not  consular  you  n 
proper  Ipmsoii  " for  a geneial 
account  of  the  deformities  of  the  toe-,  you 
describe  I know  a good  deal  about  nu 

and  the  hard  work  they  have  to 


time-dlSHWif^y bieurbonute 
■£■  di-athms;  powdered  lurkey 


me  to 
lit  and 
muse 


and  nurses  ana  wb  »i“«  '•  *v  . ,, 

do  mill  I die  not  think  »ny  woman ‘ » 1® 
attempt  the  “job  who  is  not  pJi>Miall> 
perfect  to  begin  with.  I should  tliei®  e 

dissuade  ypu  from  entering  um.i,  a mee. 

for  which  vour  present,  physical  nj.jbllitle 
miglit  afterwards  cripple  you. 

Pituii’iiERAi.  Xnfihfts  < ‘;p  x--’>-  a** 

easy  it  is  for  a patient  to  ask  a dorter  l"es- 
tim'is  and  bow  difficult  these  sometimes  ore 
lo  answer!  Yours  are:  (1)  Wl.at  m'e  the 
main  .symptoms  of  peripheral  ne.li.Tis.  <-) 


~(3)  Whether  it  is  curable  in 
, of  nge?  anil  (4) 


complaint? 

ftnYor*’  under  twenty  years 
Whether  it  b known,  under  any  other  name 
1 daresay  .veur  own  panel  doctor  coiucl  rn- 
vou  this* information:  (1)  Pain  ^ f riou 

‘ such  as  cold,  rundowness.  (d)  ies.  (4) 

Neuralgia. 

••  Chocked  Steeple (second  reply).- -As 
vou  sav ‘that  your  father  is  “ m the  doco. 
hands1’  I cannot  interfere  by ^ rot^^'n!! 
ing  something  to  relieve  him  i's  oj  -j  g 
U§fe  m your  letter.  I can  only  sac  that  as 
he  is  sixty-two  years  of  a.g3  and  had 
■operation  lor  gall  stones'  some  six -months 
-L  it  is  not  to  he  wondered  at  thar.  lie 
still  w.'ak  and  ispffers  f rom  o t hoc  symptoms. 
The  treatment  referred  to  seems  to  me  the 
best  for  his  condition,  with  the  addition  a 
that  of  patience  and  perseverance.  Mad  to 
know  that  my  former  recommendation  ot 
treatment  re  neuritis  was  helpim 

•*  Pansy." — A girl  C.f  twenty-lino  year*  »t 
age  siieuld  i t suffer  Irani 
terrible  dtgrt*."  link  af  energy,  fortnight! 
“fits  of  depress^  1 
days."  and  “ lack 
which  makes  life  so 
You  are  probably 
out  of  doors  exeiC. 
hablv)  in  do  -•  • (onhi.'ement  at  , 
as  a clerk.  And  you  probably  at 
heat-giving  feed  mat  o' 

commend  yen  t • t 

and  malt  extract, 


of  that  glow  of  heal  I 
ouch  more  worth  while, 
amende,  and  v-ed  more 
to  counteract  the  (pro- 


of 

calumba 
MUflll  til 


otli 


id  more 
her e for 

»i  coin  :1'  o:  ecd  liver  o 
ong  with  Tliis-xinedicine 
Citrate  of  iron  and  anunoiiia.  3 drii.lim. 
tincture  of  mix  vomica,  ff  drnilim..;  spun 
olilou  1 nil.  2 dra«lim»;  ilitUklo 
to  S ounces.  One  tablesp 
times  a day. 

..  ]-)  m.” The  “ two  drops  cf  whiskey 

vou  tike  at  one  time  in  the  course  of  two 
• thre  ‘weeks  will  do  you  neither  good  nor 
liar,,,:  but  Lbe  “ two  or  three  ounces 
tob-uco  n week  is  the  probable  cause 
vour  attacks  of  "blurred  vision  and  feel- 
ing of  diaziness,”  probably  from  heart  do 
turh,i  ■ - \ from  nicotine.  Try  giving  up  1 
tin  alcohol  1 1 presume  you  mean  drops,  not 
glas  g;)  and  the  tobacco,  and  get  more  out- 
of-dcurs  excrc.i - Many  thanks  for  the  ap- 
proval «.f  vour  family  of  what  you  Call  cui 
■ •-t  night-forward  and  lucid  advice,”  and  for 
your  g>  ril  wish?*. 

C ISAM  a and  Neuritis  (‘  ‘ R ecliahite  ”).- 
Til.  < imp  and  neuritis  are  associated.  The;, 
a iv  loth  of  nervous  origin,  and  show  seme 
irri lability  of  the  nervous  system  generally. 
TV , die  cramp,  try  sitting  instead  of  stand 
ing  .'t  ymir  work:  and  for  the  neuritis,  take' 
ayrup  of  hypophosphites,  one  drachm,  three 
times  a day.  in  a little  water,  as  a general 
I real  men t,  and  resting  the  limb  on  a pillow 
wli.-u  th  - pain  is  severe.  But  the  “ cure  " 
ui  your  two  complaints  will  be  a question  of 
til  no  and  patience.  It  is  good  to 'know  that 
Voiu  wife  and  you  “ think  a lot  of  our 
nodical  Column." 


! >* 


CALENDAR. 

FEBRUARY. 

North- UVibrii,'  Sp.-Hemc-CW-hin*  art? 

Wales  nistrict  C'-uileiTiiPY.' m tuo  ' H',1l 

M?V.-Swvii-i«wU-AV^jA£mj. o°tV3  r ,‘kY  , 
je  -t'  for  ■H-<,ii-»ion  : . * Hie  tiueUien  a.i  A«- 
vertising."  I’oger  hy  Mr.  Daffy  (secretary, 

: Wriscliam  Society);  f 

NAtU, -Wests  rn  Section.— Eiist  Yorl  lure  Dj 
trict  Coiifcreiice,  ot  10^1bii>n-:treet,  I'-  f ■ 

! ;,t  2-30  p.111.  Subject  for  <ii>eiis-aon  : a he 

Press  ar.d  Hie- Oo-opcriULve, .Movement  to 
l,e  introduced  by  Air.  L.  I'otliergill  (Leeds 
Co-opernlive  PartjT.  - 

North-Western  Section.— Airetlale  District  Con- 
ference, in  Die  Co  operative  Hall,  Ueslgate, 
Shiplev,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 

•’  Comparisons  from  Balance ’Sheets.  Paper, 
by.  Mr.  N.  J.  Morton  (Wiudhill). 

Northern  Sectional  Conference,  in  the  C.W.S. 
Dining  Hull,  West  Blnndford-strcetu  New- 
castle on-Tvne.  at  2-15  p.ni.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Solidaritv  in  the  Section,  and 
' How  to  Achieve  It  to  be  introduced  by 
Mr.  Cieorge  Biddle  (sectional  board). 

North- Western  Section.— RcchdaV  District  Con- 
ference. in  the  Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Tot- 
tington,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject,  for  discus- 
sion : " International  Co-operative  AUiunce 

and  Trading."  Address  by  (Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer 
(Co-operative  Union). 

North-Western  Section -North-East  I^ncaslure 
District.  Conference,  in  the  Salvation  Army 
Hall  Broad-street,  Nelson,  at  3 p.m.  Sub- 
■ jcct’for  discussion : “Some  Phases  of  co- 
ope-ratlve  Committee  Work  1 ; to  be  lntro- 

• duoed  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Actpn. 

North-Western  Convalescent  - Iloinos  As- Ela- 
tion.—Annual  Meeting,  in  the  C.W.S.  Duuag- 
room.  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  at  3-30 
p.m.  / 

• Southern  Education  Association.— C' 
in  the  Assembly  Hall,  99.  Lean 
London.  E„  at  3 p.ni.  Subject  f< 
tdon  : " Co-operative  Orgai 
cent  Education."  Paper  by  Mr. 

(Woolwich). 

Women's  Guild.— South  Yorkshire 
• Conference,  in  the  Guild  Room,  Gleudl-’ss- 
road,  Co-operative  Society,  Heeley,  Sheffield, 
nt  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
“ Women  in  Co-operative  Lite  : National  and 
International.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  Unswortt 
(Derby). 

Liveirpcol  Socicty'b  Educational  Coinmittee.— 
Two  Days'  School,  in  the  Guild  Room,  bo 
Stanlev-ioad,  Bootle,  nt  6-30  p.m.  on  ivitur 
dav,  and  3-30  and  6-30  p.m.  on  Sunday 
Lecturer,  Miss  Constance  Kerr  (tu.s. 
Soap  Works,  Irlam).  Subject:  V The  Ne 
World  of  Industry." 

, Midland  Educational  Secretaries'  Association. 
Wjick-end  School,  in  the  Educational  Boon 
Exchange-street,  Derby.  Lecturer,  Air. 
Reeves  (Woolwich). 

u.  Women's  Guild  (Birmingham  and  Stafford 
Districts). — Conference  in  the  f o-operative 
Hall,  Stafford,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " International  Co-operation. 

Address  by  Mrs.  Cottrell  (Midland  Sectional 
Board). 

MARCH. 


i of  A doles- 


i Did 


ict  Cc 


Northern  Section.— East  Durban. 

ference;  in  the  Y.MX'.A.  Premises,  f owl 
street,  South  Shields,  at  3 p.nu  Subject- 
for  discussion  : (a)  The  Relation  of  a ' 
orrerator  to  His  or  Her  Own  Society 
siteakcr,  Mr.  W.  Flynn-  (Gateshead). 

"The  Relation  of  a Society  to  the  t.W.S. 
Speaker,  Mr.  W.  Clayton  (C.W.S.  dir-, -tor). 
Women's  Guild  (Lincoln  District).— Official: 
Classes,  in  the  Society's  Education  Rooir 
Lincoln,  at  2 p.m.  Teach.-r,  Mrs.  Ur.swortl 
Women's  Guild.— Rochdale  District  Conference, 
im  the  Congregational  Schoolroom,  Heywoodl- 
road.  Castleton,  nt  3 pan.  Subji 
cussion  : “True  C"  ' ’’ 

The  Workers' 

Proudfoot  (Colne). 

Southern  Sectional  Conference,  in  the  C.3V.S. 
Assemble  Room,  Lemon-street,  London,  lvl, 
at  2-30  pan.  Subject  for  di 
tensive  Co-operative  Product 
Mr.  Fred  Bromley. 

»uw.,  aty's  Education  Department. — 

Week-end  -School,  on  tlie  Society's  Premises, 
Sheerness,  at  2-30  and  6-30  pan.  On  Su  ur- 
dav,  and  11  a.m.  and  3 p.mrtin  Sunday. 
Lecturer,  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A. 


u:d  False  ICeo 


11-12  -Sheerne- 


(b) 


Speaker, 


NATIOUSH UNION  flF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
ALLIED  WORKERS  ThcN.U.D.A.W, 

"THE  NEW  DAWN” 

" Bendable  Trade  Union 
C-  . . Pub)ishcj  fortnijjlitl t 
Salurdayi).  rnct  Zd.. 
bren-b  uxrelariei,  or  3d. 
T-cst  Iko  hom  Ccnlral  Ollice — 

, " OiUcv."  Wilmiltw  Rood. 

J^lowficld.  Mnnchti 


SI  ST  ANTS,  MANAGERS;*  Bf'VHRS.  WARE- 
HOUSEMEN, CLERKS.  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
-Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  deportment,  apply. 
JOHN-  TURNER,  General  Secretary.  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  ’Assistants,  Warehousemen,  uud  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.l. 


B 


Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
.•quiring  Operative  Ikikers  •>(  any  grade 
to  apply  to  W.  BARFIELD,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
-Goners,  67.  Sydney-street,  London,  S.W. 


B 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


state  ago,  wage,  and  experience.— Apply  by  letter,  en- 
'orsed  " Situation,”  to  Co-uperative  Society,  Downing- 
reet,  MunCliester. 


Blackpool  co-operative  society  ltd  — 

AVahted,  MANAGER  tor  Drapery  ’ Department 
(central  and  3 branches);  trade,  1921,  £23,500;  N.U.C.O. 
scale  salao-- — Applications,  stating  age  and  experience, 
ith  two-  references  onl>-:  (envelopes  to  be  marked 
Draperv  "),  to  reach  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Shop- 
pnrd-street,  Blackpool,  net  later  than  first  jmst, 
Tuesday,  March  7th.  


CANVASSER  Required  ... 

knowledge  of  the  praetical  working:  ©!  a o 


good 

o _ -oirera- 

iety,  also  of  the  movement's  ideals;  only  appli- 
cants fully  experienced  at  canvassing  need  apply  — 
Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  re- 
qutred.  to  Committee,  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
Haydon-place,  Guildford,  Surrey. 


CIXTHING  AND  DRAPER  V MANAGER  AND 
BUYER  — Wanted,  a capable  MAN  to  take  charge 
of  the  Drapery,  Clothing,  and  Boot  Department,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  general  manager;  new  busiit 
good  window-dresser;  membership  750. — Apply, 
operative  Society  -Ltd.,'  Di.ss,  Norfolk. 


CREWE  CO-OPERATIVE  FRIENDLY  SOCICTY 
LI M ITED. — Wanted,  a first-class  ENGINEERING 
MECHANIC,  thoroughly  competent  to  repair  motors,  mo- 
tor Vehicles,  electrical  and  refrigerating  plant.— Applica- 
tions, in  writing,  endorsed  "Engineer,"  stating  age,  ex- 
perience and  references,  to  reach  Ihe  Committee  not 
later  than  7 p.m.  on  Tuesday;  February  28th.— T. 
Chapman,  Secretory. 


CHOPWELL  COOPERATIVE  DRUG  ASSOCIATION 
LISIITED— Wanted,  a fully -qualified  CHEMIST 
to  take  chavge  of  shop  at  Chopwell. — Applications, 
stating  age.  qualifications,  experience,,  and  wage  rv 
qiljred,  together  with  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials 
niust  reach  the  undersigned  on  or  before  Friday 
March  3rd.— William  Dodds,  The  School  House,  Blay 
doji-on-Tyne. 


>OUGH  AIAKEp  Wanted;  must  be  expr  eienced  with 
“ \i ienn.ru  " mixer  and  Balters'  automatic  plunt 
.>  and  references,  to  Kiddei 

Ss  Lt<l' 

Iin I R ST-CLASS  REPRESENTATIVES  Requir  .1  to  sell, 
* on  a liberal  couuniseion  basis,  " BEKNA  " MILK 
toioo-c-perative  societies  in  England  and  Wales.— Fullest 
j afticulars  in  confidence,  '“  B-Tiiu;"  95,  So.ithwark- 
Mreet,  lyondon,  S.E.l. 

MANAGER  Required  under  general  munagt 
Drapery.  Boot,  and  Outfitting  Department; 


first-class  YOUNG  LADY. 

fully  coiftpct -nt  to  take  charge  fof  *fiowro<-in, 
aud  able  to  control  millir.:ry  workroom  under  the 
.-unervision  of  drapery  nBnngjfer.— Apply,  not  later  than 
23lh,  stating  ago,,  wage,  and  experience, 
e Sctflet'  ■ - 


Lincoln  Co-operativ 


I PHARMACIST  and  OPTICIAN  Required  shortly 
establish  and  develop  chemist's  ar.d-  optician 
bifciness  for  the  Hartlepcols  Co-operative  Society,  Lid. 
keen  business  man  required,  with  initiative  rt.d  ability 
capable  cf  opening  branches  and  cor  trolling  staffs 
position  carries  exceptional  pro  pects  for  the  right 
nfan.— Apply  to  Hie  Secretary  >-f  the  Hartlepoo's  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Slockbrn-street.  West  Hurtle- 
pool,  for  a special  form  of  applicatii  n. 


YOU  WANT  SATISFACTION 

in  vour  DYEING  & CLEANING  Dept.? 


THEN  TRY  AT  ONCE  OUR 

co-operative  service 

iBest  in  the  Country) 
Hundreds  arc  Using  It.  WHY  NOT  YOU  ? 
Td.  1966.  Cardigan  St.,  LEICESTER. 


THE  GO-QPER&TIVE  UNION  UI., 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT, 

Holyoake  Houj*.  Hanover  Street,  Manchester. 

Copies  of  Circulars  relating  to  the  Jollowing  matters, 
may  be  had  on  application  : 

1.— Forthcoming  Examinations: 

Examination  dates  and  last  dales  for  re- 
ceiving applications  lo  sit  for  examination. 

2 — Easter  Week-end  of  1922. 

To  be  held  at  Gloucester.  All  Co- 
operators  welcome. 

3  Prizj  Essay  Scheme  for  lhc  present 

session : 

Subject:  “ How  can  Co-operators  best  apply  tbe 
Lessons  of  the  War  in  their  Educational  Work.” 

4. — British(Adult)  Summer  Schools,1922 

(Ready  February  20th). 

5. — International  Summer  School  at 

Brussels,  July  22nd  to  August  8th 

(Readv  March  1st). 


staff 
ntr< 

r'ial  — Applv  by  letter  only,  endorsed  " Supe 
r,”  stating 'age j salary  required,  and  experience, 
o-operative  Society,  Higlhstreet,  'Birmingham 


THE  Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Society^  Leighton 
Blizzard,  wi-'i  to  thank  all  applicants  f..r  the 
in  B-ols  itnd -Out fitting,  recently  odyt-ctised, 
state  that  an  apponttinent  has  been  rihule. 


th-  posi 


? Society 

, thank  the  nutherous  applicants 
on  of  ' BOOT  MANAGER,  and  to»  say 
r-mu  lion n fitted. 


1 3 HE  Tot  tington  Distr 


JL ’"operative  Society  Ltd.  beg  to  thank  all  applit 
for  an  ASSISTANT,  and  lo  that  Hi.  ’ 
nOw  linen  filled. 


Apr'.'-  Co-'-perat 
^3^7' ANTED,  'inar 


MILLINER; 
of  light  drap 
Society  Lid..  I 


Ncr 


oik. 

Hosii 


...  ASSISTANT  fc. 

MAN  us  DRAPERY  BRANCH- MAN- 
smart-  salesman  and  window-ilr  - r c-> 
prsilions.—  Apply  In  letl-  r.  stating  ag. 
and  wages  required,  to  the  Drapery  Manager, 
and  Ecclisall  Corprutive 
Ecel  ‘sail-road,  Sheffield. 


XT  ANTED  WORKING  MANAGER  for  Farm  «f 
W a>  res  arable  'and  120  acre-  jaisture;  mast  In 
livid  similar  insition  with  Mice  lie  a goj-d,  k 
biivi  and  judge  of  cattle;  farm  situated  at  Drajei 
li  J r;.-ii  r.il  Mat-age r.  ('<>•■  rvrat 


Ltd  I Xing  Eaton,  Notts.,  by  lo 
ing  age,  exjwrierice 


ed. 


W 

livid 

buyer 

Notts. 

Rd-, 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


DOTS  DEPARTMENT. - 
- 1 exjH  ’ 
rl  'keen 
d multiple) ; 

• Box  48. 


t MAN;  k. 


‘ 1'o-nperative 


s-nr,  M,"-kk'«»i».T, 

trade  fovoMT-ai  iv« 

‘man;  ag'd  29;  exe  11  nt- rcloi- 
■ratu-fi'  New--."  Mnncln-st  r . 


BAKER  and  CONFECTIONER;  single;  aged  38; 
well  up  in  bread,  cokes,  smalls,  ieving,  i>ipiiig  ; seeks 
;. ; good  refs. — Box  42,  "Co-operativ  N- - . " - 

loMPEI  KNI  PAIN  I KK  k Si i u.it i.. n MAN 

AGER  or  EOREMAN  in  a co-operative  Mei-iy  s 
painting  department;  capable  of -taking  lull  charge  ■■( 
•rk  and  workman,  having  bad  s-  verajl  year*'  exjv  ni- 
ce ns  manager  among*;  all  classes  of  work;  would 
be  willing  to  open  new  painting  department  lor  any 
uetv  contemplating  same;  well  up  iu  oil  br^nciies 
the  trad?,  viz.,  graining,  wrnnfg,  esthfiatiilg, 'Ac. ; 
years  u eo-operalor;  can  furmslr  UiKleninble  rofer- 
enoen  ns  to  ebaraete.r  and  abilities;  life  abstainer; 
further  particulars  I shall  be  pleased  to  supply;  could 
submit  famples  of  work. — Apply.  .).  Batbson,  The 
Bungalows,  Frcggatt,  near  Culver.  Derbyshire,  


ROC’ERY  AND  PROVISIONS.— Situation  Wanted 
bv  reliable  MAN  as  BRANCH  MANAGER  or 
ASSISTANT;  20  years'  jo-operntive  vxperlenc*-.— " B. 
12,  Soutliampton-plaec,  Great  Yarmouth  


G" 


ladies  and  gents; 
rooms;  aged  32;  excefien' 
Colonial-slrettJ  Hull. 


refen 


— TaYloi 


SECRETARY  OR  CHIEF  CLERIC.-Ajlvertiser  U 
quires  SITUATION;  13  years'  experience  in  c 
operative  office,  8 years  os  assislant -secretary  ui 
obieJ  clerk;  holder  of  Co-operative  Secretaries'  Diphn 
(Third  Stage),  Bookkeeping  (with  dislinclaon),  ( 
operation,  Ac.— Replies  in  confidence  to  Box  49,  " l 
operative  News,"  Manchester.  


ENTERTAINERS. 


_ ENTERTAINMENT 

. AGENCY , (LiceiiMd  by  L.C.C.).-Write  lot)  urlivtea 
R HIDBEBD,  06,  Great  Pri'seolt-street,  Lontlon,  I--1. 


A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

«TILL  CARTER'ty.  " MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 


W: sutTeVs.”''  show  biiTlt  to  please.  Ib'ix  r- 
toirc  pro.;  terms  mod.— 15,  Warwick-strect,  Hulmo, 
Mniieiiester . — Tel . 1163  Central. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


AGE! 

containing  100 
(refunded).—  Gleivks,  11-68,  Mawbev-st.,  London,  SA 

ATTENTION  —Your  windows  will  compel  ottei 
d vou  u=e  PAPER  LKlffERS.  l’utt  iiu- 
method'  '■  f cutting  them,  2s,  post  free.— “Irii 
(D-|  B.),  27.  Clarei  dnn-ri.id.  Bla.  k|  -I 

ATTRAt  KIN  K DISPLAY  LETT  1-ilt  1 Nt ; Pal  I '-rns 
Expert  Instruction,  2s.  9(1.;  complete  Bus 
nt  fit , Tinted  letters,  Figures,  Wordings.  Ac..  5s. 
■s I fiee.— Conway  Sign  Service,  Broadway,  llarrr 


6d.. 


Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real  thing. 

kinesis  the  world  over.  Delicious  (REAM 
CHEBSEf  si  warded  iT'irsj  Prize,  National  uatp-  Show,  ; 
Iaoidon;  prcdncwl  by  lbe  Cathedral'  Dairy.  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-op:-rativc  societies-,  pnees  «m  appll- 
cution. — Pnoprieti  rs.  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
tr-d  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street.  Exeter. 


I.TRF.E.-I'OqKHT  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
V addre-- ; also- particulars  of  money  inaklng  apare- 
titneagenev.— E.  RiciiFono,  8 and  9,  Snow  lltU,  London, 


NON-SMELLING  FIRELIGHTERS. 

PACKETS;  17s.  gro.-s  packets;  samples  gratis.— 
Address,  Firelight  Supplies,  Gorton,  Manchester. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  If.  TONGE.  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


W 


TANTED,  all  ComperaU 

L it,..  T Infills 


when  i 


r DINE 


the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operulivo  Society's 


,•  man  who  is  willing  lo 
•orlc.  Place  your  < rd  -rs 
f.nd  help  US  to  employ  more  wmrk people;  OFFICE 
MTUKE  SHOP  c l OFFICE  FI'ITINGS  an. 
PLIES  n’t  all  kind*.— iMulland  Wo  dw- Ho  r-  Ltd. 
ductiv?  Society),  Bristol-.street,  Binuii  gliuoi. 


IMPORTANT  TO  SMALL  SOCIETIES. 
FOR  SALE. 

9 SHOf?T  BINS  in  p.  rivet  condition. 

1 FLAT  COUNTER  SHOAV(  ' or"  ' •- 


,-eller 


width.  2ft. 

1 MACHINE  (or  rolling  am 
1 TABLE  for  same. 

All  cheap  to  quick  huyei 
merit  at  Denliolme  Co-oj 

Bradford. 


• cutle 


STOCKPORT  INDUSTRIAL  AND  EQUITABLE 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 


T ANTED,  WORKING  MANAGER  for  Fan.,  of  103 
acres  enible  nr.d  20  acre- 
milar  position  with  success,  be  a good,  kee 
ir  I judge  of  cattle;  fann  situated  nt  T<  ' 
■Apply  to  General  Manager,  Cooperative  Six 
irVEat'-n-  Notts.,  by  letter.  em!e,irg  copies  ol 
timoniuls  stating  age.*  experience,  and  salary 

required.  i 

-%-k  ryXTED  a CONFECTIONER  (male),  to  take 
'charge  •>  a department  employing,  10  women 
Vec'-  ti' ner-  -Apply.  * cge.  experience, ; ^und 

-qiured.  tu -Abe  Btttjtl 


Abb 


Paropw 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 


ELECTION  OF 
DIRECTORS 


Droylsden 
Co-operalive 
Sundries 
Manufacturing 
Society  Ltd. 


„ , peel  full  ii  solicit  you) 

FLOUR  BINS  ( SNOOTS  Up  pripR  o'  jiPV 

arc  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  iaproved  HVl  I _ 1 I [_  |JalJll|jl\ 

by  the  Increased  Repeat  Orders  that  aro  III  I I I ■■■■■It 


The  Stockport  Society 


are  >dvins  every  satisfaction.  This  is  proved 
bv  the  Increased  Repeat  Orders  that  aro 
comiDg:  in.  If  you  have  not  got  a Cata- 
logue, please  write  for  one. 
Manufacturers  and  furnishers  ol  Appli- 
ances for  '‘Excclda''  Check  System, 
that  h*s  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 


Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT! 


Mr.  Jack  has  been  a member  of  oar  Msnagemeut 

Committee  for  a number  ol  years.  He  Is  a strong  <- 
operator  and  an  active  Trade  Unionist,  and  in  oof 
opinion  he  is  well  fitted  to  occupy  the  pjsition 
which  he  Is  nominated.  MC3ni- 

We  have,  therefore,  every  confidence  tn  rece' 
mending  hlmjto  you,  and  we  ask  that  yon  sno 
r08erye  on6  Tote  lor. him. 


FFJJHCAItY  2.5,  1022. 
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Aids 

Digestion. 

Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and- 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

H 6 V ! S 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
-repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HOVIS  is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


YOUB  BAKER  BAKES  IT. 


S 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE  , 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address : SPEROPI5  BOOT  MANUF  ACTURERS 
LTD..  BAR  WELD,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  Brand. 

THE  BEST  FOR  ALL  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  them. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


“ X.L,"  “ Eccles,"  " Climax, " and  other  Check  System  8 
PcnDy  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX  " 
System  : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 

118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
■Brandies : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyno ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Coart  Rd„  London,  W.I. 


Joseph  Baker  Seas  6 Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR 


OVENS  OF  ALL 
KINDS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


Head  Offices:  KING  SWAY  HOUSE,  KINGS  WAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2,  ] 

Telephone:  PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegram* : PIONEERS,  PETERBOROUGH, 

BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH.  Works:  WILLESDEN 
JUNCTION,  LONDON.  N.W.  10,  and  PETERBOROUGH,  Branches : 70,  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW.  72.  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


-Xsde  Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes.  — 


: DRUMMER 
j DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES,  BOLTON. 


■ ■ ■ 


Makers  of  Gdges’  "Wholly  5&lue”  dr  “ZDolly  (Bream.’ 


CONFECTIONERY  TRAYS 

BOTTOMS  IN  ONE  PIECE. 


Is  the  BOO©  tar 

BCD'S: 


I Smxrr : RclixbU  I 
rj  ‘ Best  Value  : jV 

by  tkc 

Crompton.  BoorAWu&iss, 

I & U,  VfollS , DcsLflVUOjIl 


u 


Cbe  Ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP"  LTD. 

Hialey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grandrelles,  Flannelette, 
Silesias,  Lincnettes,  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Lininji ; 
also  of  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley,  1J3.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9 Pillar.  Tel. : National,  Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Oflicc  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH.  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway;  25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis:  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Croquet. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  ::  II  Moderate  in  Price. 


MANUFACTURED  BY 


Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsdcn. 


WANTED,  Z 


AH  Co-operators  6* 
*ade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFOBD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Hills,  Leek,  Stattordshire. 
Sowing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-CIoslufl 
Twist,  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  Arc.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops.  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  SSTSSJ  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Lid. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


M 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  svcll-known 
CO- OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


a guarantee: 
OF  QUALITY 
and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 
DESBOROUGH. 


& 
* 
* 
at 


* Ask  at 
ir  St 
for 


S Vour  Store 


$ 


Coso  Cocoa 

Gvery  (Bo-operative  Store  das  been  invited  to  keep  <3oso  (Boeoa  prominently  to  t6e  front. 

J^sk  for  it  every  week. 


“The 

Cocoa  with 
a Charm.” 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

£ 

* 


* 


* z 


A 
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February  25,  1922. 

For  Family  Parties 

Pastimes  are  Catered  for  by 

Crumpsall  Cream  Crackers 

C.W.S.  Sports  Department 

Are  just  The  Thing. 

Journal  Qf&ssocwtect  IndustryTJi 

Thoroughly  Comprehensive. 

Co-operative 
Insurance 
Society  Ltd. 

Joint  Insurance 
Department, 

C.W.S.  & S.C.W.S. 


Premium  Income — £1,500,000. 
Insurance  Funds — £1,500,000. 

Over  1,000  claims  are  being  dealt 
with  every  week. 


CHIEF  OFFICE  - 

109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester. 
BRANCH  OFFICES : 

GLASGOW— 59,  Morrison  Street. 
NEWCASTLE-UPON  TYNE-34,  Westmorland  Road. 
LONDON— 14,  Rod  Lion  Sqeare,  Halbcra,  W.C.  1. 
EDINBURGH -4a,  St.  Andrew  Square. 
CARDIFF-114  116,  St.  Mar/  Stfcet. 

DUBLIN— 3,  Co'-amorticl  Euikirgr,  Dame  Street. 
LEEDS— Crown  Chambers,  9,  Albion  Street. 
BIRMINGHAM-16,  Persborc  Street. 
NOTTINGHAM— C-V/.S.  Dc?at.  Friar  Lane. 
PLYMOUTH-Plymcuth  Chambers. 


Spring  Cleaning 
Requisites 

from 

i Pelaw  & Silvertown. 


BLACK  LACQUER, 
FLOOR  POLISH, 
FURNITURE  CREAM, 
FURNITURE  PASTE, 
VARNISH  STAIN, 
METAL  POLISH. 

and,  of  course, 
the 

PELAW  POLISH  for  Boots 

MADE  by  the  C.W.S. 

7he  FEDERATION  ALL-BLACK 
CYCLE  is  an  ideal  mount. 


Ask  your  Store  Manager  to  obtain  Specification 
of  this  splendid  C.W.S.  Production,  or  send  to 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Wo'rhs,  Tyseley,  Birmingham, 
for  Catalogue. 


ALL  CASES  OF 
DEFECTIVE  OR  PAINFUL 
VISION 

SHOULD  BE  REFERRED  TO 

Optical  Department 

C.W.S i 

Which  is  conducted  by  a staff  of  Assistants,  fully  qualified 
by  examination. 

Avoid  experiments  (eyesight  is  precious),  and  be  assured  of 


Accuracy,  Comfort,  Sa  infection,  Appearance. 

Our  Latest  Innovation.— “ Eyeform  ” Lenses. 


C=300Q(3 0=3 

Advantages  : — 

Larcer  Field  of  Vision. 
Clearer  Definition  at  any 
angle. 

The  eye  can  rotate  in- 
stead of  the  head  to 
obtain  range. 
Neater  in  Appearance. 


Modern  Lens 
“ Eyefcrm  ” 
(Form  to  the  Eye). 


l^=QO©0O©=3 

Advice  Free  without  any  obligation  of  Purchase. 

— Prices  Moderate,  and  Quality  Guaranteed.  — 
<=Q0aooo=> 

For  full  particulars  of  this  service  inquire  of  your 
Store  Manager,  or 

C.W.S. 

Optical  and  Photographic  Dept., 


MANCHESTER: 

Balloon  Street. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE : 

Waterloo  Street. 


THE  “UNfTAS” 

HANDKERCHIEF 

Gents’  - 1 /- 
Ladies’  - 5'd. 

& 

This  is  FASHIONABLE.  USEFUL. 
DURABLE,  and  CO-OPERATIVE. 

Ask  for  it  at  Your  Store. 


9.W.S.  SERVICE  CYCLE  CARRIER 

specially  designed  fer  societies’ 
bakery,  grocery,  butchery.  Ere., 
departments  — with  splendid 
front  bracket  carrier  for 

QUICK  DELIVERY  WORK. 


Every  Society  should  deliver 
Co-operative  Goods  by 
Co-operative  Cycle  Carrier. 

Send  to  C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley, 
Birmingham,  for  specification. 


PELAW  LIQUID 
METAL  POLISH 

IS  THE  . BEST  FOR 
ALL  METAL  WORK. 


l>OSTERS  for  educational  committees 
*-  wishful  to  keep  the  co-operative  idea 
to  the  front  are  obtainable  from  the  C.W.S. 
Stationery  Department  at  Manchester.  Ask 
your  manager  to  make  inquiries. 

FOUND. — A delicious  luxury  for  the 
tea  table,  namely,  the  C.W.S.  Jams. 
Once  used,  the  housewife  will  never  be  at 
a loss  to  know  what  treat  she  may  provide 
for  the  family.  Ask  at  your  local  C’o-opera- 
live  Stores  for  the  C.W.S.  Jams,  being  the 
finest  obtainable.” 

CUE  the  WHEATSHEAF  UNDERWEAR, 
^ whlpli  is  supplied  from  every  store  that 
is  co-opera  live.  Loyal  co-operators  should 
always  ask  for  Wheatsheaf  Underwear  and 
Hosiery. 


O PORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS  CATA- 
I.OGUF.  from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street.  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 


T^IRE  INSURANCE  policies  are  arranged 
for  co-operators  by  the  Co-operative 
Insurance  Society  Ltd..  w..ieh  has  agencies 
in  all  co-operative  centres,  and  is  develop- 
ing a system  of  reaching  co-opera  tors  every- 
where. Members  of  Guilds  are  specially 
invited  to  see  that  Co-operative  Insurance  is 
discussed  at  Branch  meetings;  literature 
and  particulars  will  be  sent  on  application 
to  109,  Ccrporat ion-street,  Manchester. 


M' 


ANAGERS  WANTING  HELP  in  the 
delivery  of  go<5ds  should  send  to  the 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley.  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 

X^EDER ATION  SELF-RAISING’  FLOUR 
* is  famous  in  the  Lancashire  district, 
and  housewives  proclaim  that  there  is 
“none  better”;  and  that's  the  fact. 


W O GOLD  FLAKE  Cigarette, 
V • m aO#  ure  the  cigarettes  to  ask 
for  at  your  stores  Always  uSe  Trio  letters 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 


TIERR1NGS  in  Tomato.  Ask  for  the 
famous  “Jennie”  brand  from  the 
C.W.S/  curing  houses.  They  are  canned 
and  cured  at  the  co-operative  establishment 
at  Yarmouth,  and  are  a real  food  as  well 
as  a tasty  delicacy.  “Jennie”  brand  her- 
rings in  tomato  are  on  sale  at  all  stores. 
Ask  for  them  at  youf  own  shop. 

“ TVERBY  WINNERS  at  * m t fed  « n 

straw.  Don't  feed  good  leather  with 
bad  polish.  Peluw  Boot  Polish  preserves 
proper  pliability.” 

••  ¥¥ELAW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  a 
-*■  shoe-shine*  that  rivals  sunshine. 
Always  brilliant  and  bright.  The  shine  that 
won’t  come  off.” 

••  rpHE  PRODUCER  ' is  the  paper  for 
-*■  those  interested  in  the  business 
side  of  the  mpvement.  “ Ask  ysur  store  man- 
ager to  t>e  shown  a copy.  It  costs  three- 
pence a 'month-— but  is  worth  more,  much 
biiorb,.  • ‘ ' 


FURNITURE  for  every  home  is  made  in 
C.W.S.  factories  at  Manchester, 
Polaw-on-Tvne,  Bristol,  and  Birmingham. 
When  you  buy  household  fittings,  inquire 
where  they  were  made;  if  they  come  from 
the  C.W.S.  works  they  are  reliable. 

I_F EALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
the  equipment  of  every  home.  Careful 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALTS— pleasant,  effective,  and  pure. 
These  are  specially  prepared  in  the  C.W  .>• 
Drug  Works  nl  Pelaw-oii-Tvne. 

I NTS  and  Tips  for  Motor  Cyclist  s 
a really  helpful  guide  to  riders 
anxious  to  get  the  jurist  out  of  their  inbuilt1-. 
Members  interested  in  motor  cycling  should 
request  the  local  manager  to  obtain  a foe 
copy  from  the  C.W.S.  Motor  Cycle  Works, 
Tyseley.  Birmingham. 

K PARTS  .i  tor  ea  made  1 f 
~ supplied  (of  prompt  despatch  by  the 
C.W.S.  Motor  Works.  Chorlton-rofld, 
Manchester. 
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TO  INCREASE  THE  SOURCES  OF  REVENUE. — See  page  8. 


c.w.s. 

JAM 

IS 

THE  JAM 

For  Cc-  operators. 

Always  ask  for 
dM-S.  JAM. 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 


FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2,649.  No-  J49-  -^EW  Series. 


Saturday,  March  4,  1922. 


From  “ GARDEN  LIFE.” 

“ Allotment-holders  aiul  members  of  co- 
* operative  soc  ieties  will  be  deeply  inter- 
e.sted  in  the  catalogue  of  seeds  is-oicd  1 »y - 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Ltd. 
(Osmastoa-  Park-road,  Derby).  It  em- 
braces all  the  best  types  of  Vegetables 
and  flowers.  These  seeds  must,  of  course, 
he  bought  through  a registered  co-opera- 
tive society. 

“ A useful  booklet,  1 Manures  and 
Manuring.’  explaining  in  s^iinplo  terms 
the  action  and  uses  of  artificial  fertilisers, 
is  published  by  the  C.W.S. , price  one 
penny.’-? 

The  foregoing  appreciation  from  a garden- 
ing journal  will  be  encouraging  to  co-opera- 
tors. They  can  obtain  the  Catalogue  from 
their  own  society,  and  should  ask  local  man- 
agers to.  secure  copies  of  the  booklet  on 
“Manures  and  Manuring." 


SPECIAL  BOOK  OFFER 

TO  COMMITTEES. 

Operate  the- co-operative  principle  in 
bookselling.  A good  start  can  be  made 
with  The  People’s  Year  Book.  Even’ 
education  committee  should  order  a 
dozen  copies  and  make  a real  effort 
to  secure  their  distribution.  They  can 
easily  sell  six  or  seven  ; and  the  rest 
should  be  offered  as  prizes  for  essays  on 
co-operative  subjects.  The  idea  is  a 
grand  one  ; which  education  committee 
will  be  the  first  to  adopt  it  ? — not  with 
copit*.  al  ready/-*  n*  hand,  but^it.rr 
order.  The  Co-operative  Press  Agency, 
which  frankly  acknowledges  this  little 
article  to  be  an  advertisement,  will  be 
glad  to  hear.  We  are  listening. 

In  order  to  encourage  all'  committees 
of  societies,  guilds,,  and  branches  to  take 
advantage' of  this  motion  we  will  allow  a 
discount  of  25  per  cent;  on  orders  of  not 
less  than  a dozen  copies  received  before 
March  15th,  by  the  Co  operative  Press 
Agency,  i,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 

Thus,  committees  can  have  twelve 
copies;  carriage  paid,  of  a half-crown 
volume  for  22s.  6d.  ; and  by  making 
them  prize  volumes  for  local  essays  can 
extend  a knowledge  of  the  movement  ift 
an  attractive  and  informing  way. 


WHY  BREAD  PRICES  ARE  UP. 

INCREASED  BURDEN  FOR  THE  HOUSEWIFE. 


POSITION  AFFECTED  BY  RUSSIA. 


("CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL.) 


C.W.S. 


LEMON  CURD. 


C.W.S.  LEMON  CURD  cannot  be 
excelled  for  making  Cheese  Cakes, 
Lemon  Pudding,  and  for  use  with  all 
kinds  of  Cakes,  Pastry,  &c.  It  is 
made  from  fresh  Butter  and  Eggs, 
specially  selected  Lemons,  and  other 
choice  ingredients,  and  possesses  the 
fine  flavour  and  aroma  of  the  fresh 
fruit.  Housewives  use  it  with  pleasure 
and  profit. 

® 

Manufactured  and  Packed  by  the 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Ltd., 

Productive  Factory,  SlLVRfiTOWN,  LONDON,  E. 


Sold  at  all  _ 

Cooperative  Stores. 


LAST  DAY  FOR 

“ RUSSET  TEA”  COMPETITION 

March  7th. 


“ Little  to  cam  and  many  to  keep.” 
Thousands  of  housewives  are  in  that  posi- 
tion already.  What  they  wont  is  a cheaper 
loaj,  but  a dearer  loaf  is  already  the  portion 
of  many. 

Bakers  say  they  cannot  help  that.  They 
put  the’ responsibility  on  to  the  shoulders  of 
the  millers.  The  millers,  in  turn,  protest 
that  they  are  losing  on  every  sack  they  send 
out;  and  point  to  the  wheat  growers  as  the 
people  to  be  blamed  for  the  rise  in  the  price 
of  bread.  The  wheat  growers,  if  they  cannot 
put  the  responsibility  on  to  bad  weather, 
shortage  of  crops,  or  high  costs  of  transit, 
send  it  back  to  the  miller,  the  miller  to  the 
baker,  and  the  baker  to  the  consumer,  who, 
uuless  he  prefers  to  go  without,  must  pay 
whatever  price  is  put  on  the  loaf  of  bread. 

The  consumer  has  only  one  escape  from  this 
vicious  circle  ; he  knows  it,  or  ought  to,  if  he 
\ at  all  acquainted  with  the  programme  of  the 
'■fiochfcle  .Pior'icrt*. 

Wholesale  Societies'  Limitations. 

As  it  is,  the  Wholesale  Societies,  though 
they  own  wheat  fields  in  Canada  and  are  the 
largest  flour  millers  in  the  .United  Kingdom, 
in  fixing  prices  to  societies  cannot  altogether 
ignore  the  markets.  The  price  of  " Federa- 
tion ” flour,  one  of  the  popular  brands  of  the 
C.W.S.,  was.  44s.  a sack  at  the  " Sun  ” Mills 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year.  By 
January  23rd  it  had  dropped  a couple  of 
shillings.  Since  then  the  price  has  steadily 
rfsen  until  on  February  21st  it  was  51s.,  an 
increase  of  eight  shillings  sinco  February 
3rd,  and  of  seven  shillings  since  1922  came 
in  to  bless  or  plague  a wearied  world.  These 
are  big  jumps ; but  in  view  of  statements 
made  from  the  platform  at  C.W.S.  meetings, 
that  the  directors  never  raise  the  price  of  flour 
or  anything  else  unless  absolutely  compelled, 
one  can  only  assume  that  they  ai;e  justifiable. 

An  increase  of  seven  or  eight  shillings  in 
thejwholesale  price  makes  a big  difference  to 
tho  retail  society,  and  it  may  be  it  cannot 
help  but  pass  the  increase  on  to  its  members. 
Circumstances  will  be  the  determining  factor. 
Where  a society  is  well  covered  in  the  way  of 
flour  it  should  be  able  to  maintain  the  present 
price  until  its  stocks  run  out,  and  by  then  there 
may  • be  a reduction  in  the  wholesale  price. 
Societies  should  guard  against  the  temptation 
to  increase  prices  in  order  to  ensure  an  extra 
surplus,  to  be. used  in  covering  up  inefficiency 
in  other  departments,  or  a small  increase  in 
dividend;  A successful  bread  trade  should 
be  the  foundation  stone  on  which  to  build  up 
a prosperous  society,  and  prices  should  not/' " 
be  raised  unless  or  until  there  is  no  alternative. 

Theories  and  Facts. 

Within  the  last  few  days  several  cargoes 
of  wheat  were . transferred  from  the  United 
Kin"dom  to  Germany,  and,  the  old  law  of 
supply  and  demand  operating,  the  markets 
in  tills  country  showed  a decided  tendency 
to  stiffen.  It  is,  however  questionable 
whether,  in  view  of  the  world's  supply  of 
wheat,  the  last  advance  in  flour  was  justifiable. 
Sometime  ago,  when  ajarge  cargo  of  wheat 
went  to  Germany,  it  was  repudiated  on 
account  of  some  upset  in  the  rate  of  exchange. 
The  wheat  came  to  England,  and  for  the  time 
being  eased  the  market  in  this  country. 
Whether  the  same  thing  will  happen  to  the 
cargo  which  went  only  a few  days  ago  remains 
to  be  seen.  - - ’ ^ 


Interdependence  of  Nations. 

Then  the  position  in  Russia  has  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  here  one  realises  the 
interdependence  of  nations.  Roll  time  back 
a few  years  and  one  finds  that  Russia  icas 
.a  big  wheal  exporting  country.  Were  she  able 
to  market  to-day,  there  is  every  reason  for 
JieJieying  that  she-  would  make  all  the  dif- 
ference in  the  world  so  far  as  wheat  supplies 
are  concerned.  The  unhappy  fact  is  that  she 
is  not,  and  the  effects  of  her  plight  are  felt 
in  and  by  other  countries.  Instead  of  wheat 
coining  out  it  is  going  into  Russia  through 
the  agency  of  the  Famine  Relief  Committee. 
The  F.R.C.’s  purchases  are  naturally  on  a 
big  scale,  and  to  that  extent  they  must  neces- 
sarily affect  the  home  markets.  It  is,  there- 
fore, obvious  that  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  Russia  is  hitting  the  world  in  the  back  as 
well  as  in  the  front,  and  not  until  that  country 
is  placed  on  her  feet  again  will  the  position 
ue  '’iffaterially  altered^  Before  -Russia  qan 
export  wheat,  she  will  have  fo  grow  it ; that 
is  why  the  F.R.C.  is  sending  wheat  to  plant 
as  well  as  wheat  to  eat,  but,  unfortunately,  the 
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plight  of  the  people  is  such  that  they  are  sorely 
tempted  to  eat  both.  That  shows  the  gravity 
and  immensity  of  the  problem,  but  it  cannot 
be  shelved  or  shirked  if  the  people  of  the  world 
are  to  reap  once  again  the  benefit  of  Russia’s 
rich  wheatfields.  This  is  not  a task  for  one 
country  only  ; it  is  an  international  affair, 
and  the  sooner  it  is  settled  the  better  for  all 
concerned. 


FOR  WHOSE  BENEFIT  ? 

WORLD-WIDE  WHEAT  POOL  ON 
THE  CARPET. 

It  has  been  reported  (says  our  Irish  corre- 
spondent) that  plans  have  been  prepared  for 
tlic  formation  of  a gigantic  world-wide  co- 
operative wheat  marketing  organisation,  which 
would  eventually  control  the  crops  of  Canada, 
the  United  States,  and  Australia.  What  we 
would  like  to  know,  however,  is  whether  the 
scheme  is  another  trust  or  a real  co-operative 
venture.  We  fancy  that  it  is  the  former,  in 
which  case  we  could  say,  to  paraphrase  another 
well-known  saying,  " Your  bread  will  cost 
you  more.”  At  any  rate,  to  call  it  a volun- 
tary wheat  pool,  is,  to  say  the  least;  ominous. 


WHAT  MANY  SOCIETIES  ARE 
DOING. 


A representative  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” met  the  managers  of  many  societies 
at  Balloon-street,  on  Tuesday,  and  in  response 
to  an  inquiry  regarding  bread  prices  received 
the  following  replies.  The  prices  in  every 
case  refers  to  the  4-lb.  loaf. 

Liverpool. — Still  selling  at  9d.,  but  losing 
a lot  of  money  based  on  present  prices  of 
flour.  Quite  likely  the  9d.  will  have  to  be 
increased  in  the  near  future. 

Bolton. — Present  price  of  loaf  9d.  No 
thoughts  of  increase  at  the  moment.  Last 
people  in  Bolton  to  put  the  price  up.  Private 
bakers  selling  at  lOd. ; some  talking  of  going 
up  to  lid. 

Bacup. — Except  where  used  as  a cutting 
line  general  price  in  the  town  lid.  Price 
at  the  stofe  lOd.  Prospects  of  any  imme- 
diate ad’/.mec"*'  None. 

Oldham  Eti  citable. — Went  up  yesterday 
from  91d.  to  lOd.  Only  one  quality— the 
best.  .Private  bakers  advanced  prices  » 
week  ago. 

Prestwich. — 9d.  to  lOd. 

Derby. — 9d.  to-day.  Most  likely  be  10(1. 
next  Monday.  How  about  the  town  gene- 
rally ? Town  dare  not  go  up  until  we  do. 
There  are  three. things  the  price  of  which  tho 
society  unmistakably  controls  in  Derby— 
bread,  milk,  and  eggs.  VJ 

Long  Eaton. — Increase  of  Id.  on  9d. 

Carlisle. — Advance  from  9d.  to  10<L 
Prices  in  the  town — 10d.,  10Id.,  and  lid. 

Macclesfield. — Increase  of  Id.  on  9d. 
Gone  on  to  the  top  grade  of  flour.  Deter- 
mined to  give  members  d good  loaf  for  tho 
money.  A fortnight  behind  private  bakers 
in  raising  fences. 

The  Leeds  Society  e a i rev Lor s considered 
the  price  of  flour  at  a meeting  Held  on  Thurs- 
day last  week,  but  decided  to  jnake  no 
change.  The  price  of  bread  was  nqt  dis- 
cussed. At  the  moment  the  society  is 
selling  the  2-lb.  af  at  5jd. 


WHY  PEOPLE  JOIN  THE  STOKE’. 


[From  Our  Northern  Represent  stive.] 

Private  bakers  in  Newcastle  have 
increased  the  price  of  the  loaf  to  lid!,  but 
Newcastle  Society  is  making  no  change  in 
the  selling  price  of  either  bread  or  flour. 
The  co-operative  loaf  is  10d..  Whether 
the  private  bakers  are  justified  in  raising 
the  price  of  bread  is  a matter  that  is  open 
to  question,  for  owing  to  the  system  of 
buying  adopted  in  the  private  trade  most 
of  these  Anns  must  have  a six  weeks’  stock 
.bought  -ci t the  old  price.  Newcastle  co- 
operative bakery  has  an  output  of  100,000 
loaves  each  week,  and  it  might  be  a profit- 
able exercise  for  the  officials  of  the  Traders’ 
Defence  Association,  who  are- writing  ami- 
co-operative  letters  to  the  Newcastle  press, 
to  figure  out  the  sum  that  the  " >tore  ’’ 
saves  its  members  each  week  bread 
alone.  We  make  it  over  £100. 


Foot  and  mouth  disease  'i.<-  I»i  ken  < u£ 

on  one  of  the  Long  Eaton  Society'-,  farms, 
and  the  usual  measures  have  had  to  be 
taken.  The  society  drew  seventy  gallons  of 
milk  from  this  particular  farm  daily. 
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SET  INDUSTRY  AND  TRADE  FREE ! 

TAXES  THAT  [CAUSE  UNEMPLOYMENT. 

RESTRICTIONS  THAT  SHOULD  BE  ABOLISHED. 

BY  ARTHUR  H.  WELLER. 


“ Fbee  Trade  ” is  trade  free  from  taxa- 
tion and  interference ; freedom  to  produce 
and  exchange  goods  or  service'  with  anyone., 
anywhere: 

“ Protection”  implies  that  people- in  the 
protected  country  will  be  injured  if  they 
purchase  certain  commodities  produced 
abroad.  It  is  therefore  desired  to  impose 
taxes  on  such  commodities  to  discourage 
their  importation  and  encourage  home  pro- 
duction, and,  incidentally,  in  order  to 
provide  public  revenue  by  " making  the 
foreigner  pay.” 

As  Bad  as  Protection. 

The  fallacies  of  Protection  have  so  often 
heen  exposed  that  tits  effect  of  that  polic-y 
in  harassing  industry  and  raising  prices  is 
widely  understood.  Perhaps  it  is  not  so 
generally  realised  that  taxes  not  imposed  for 
protective  purposes  are  equally  injurious. 
Taxation — in  proportion  to  its  amount— is 
destructive . Taxes  on  production  or  ex- 
change are  necessarily  added  to  the  prices  of 
commodities,  whether  ^produced  at  home  cr 
abroad,  and  production  and  consumption  are 
thereby  decreased;  a sufficiently  high  tax 
will  wipe  out  amy  industry.  This  is  as  irue 
of  local  taxation  of  home-made  houses  for 
revenue,  as  of  national  taxation  of  foreign 
motor  cars  for  protection — houses  and  motor 
cars  are  fewer  and  dearer  in  consequence, 
less  labour  is  emph>3-ed  in  their  production, 
transportation,  upkeep  and  repair,  and  the 
resulting  bad  trade  in  those  industries 
reacts  injuriously  in  all  directions.  Equally 
disastrous  to  industry  as  protective  or 
revenue  taxes  are  those  imposed  by  private 
perso ns.  The  manufacturer,  merchant,  or 

trader  includes  in  his  “ cost  of  production  ’ 
not  only  the  public  taxes  and  rates  on  his 
mill,  machinery,  and  raw  materials,  but  also 
the  private  taxes  he  pays  in  the  form  of 
ground  rents  and  royalties.  ' These  very 
considerable  charges — amounting  in  the  case 
of  one  company  to  more  titan  £1.000  a week 
— raise  prices,  reduce  or  prevent  production, 
lessen  employment,  and  seriously  delay 
trade  recovery.  All  taxes  on  trade,  whether 
to  protect  home  industries  or  to  provide 
public  or  private  revenues,  are  a violation 
^f  free  trade  principles  and  opposed  to  the 
common  good. 

Some  Typical  Examples. 

British  industry  is  also  handicapped  by 
interference.  The  recent  Safeguarding  of 
Industry  Act  is  an  example  of  this. 
'Traders  may  only  buy  certain  commodities  in 
the  cheapest  and  best  markets  if  they  obtain 
permission  in  the  form  of  a licence.  Home 
industries,  too,  are  subject  to  various 
restrictions.  For  example : a Lancashire 
manufacturer  -who  wanted  to  extend  his 
business  and  employ  more  men  was  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  by  a demand  from  the 
original  owner  of  the  site  for  £S;000  as  the 
prioe  for  permission  to  make  the  improve- 
ment. In  another  cose  when  the  owner  Of 
an  old  mill  thoughtlessly  pulled  it  down  and 
built  a row  of  cottages  on  the  site,  the 
original  owner  of  the-site  came  along  with  a 
demand  for  Is.  6d.  per  yard  or  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  cottages.  In  some  places  the 
production  of  wheat  on  suitable  soil  ig  pre- 
vented by  the  imposition  of  " fines  ”--- 
varying  from  £25  to  £60  an  acre  - if  a plough 
■s  used  on  the  laud.  Interference  with  trade 
(which  includes  production)  is  destructive  of 
trade,  whether  it  comes  from  public  officials 
or  landowners’  agents.  To  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  Free  Trade  all  such  restric- 
tions as  well  as  taxes  must  be  abolished. 


tion  by  the  masses.  The  real  strength  of 
protection  is  in  the  strange  fact  that  work 
is  regarded  as  a boon.  Tlie  Protectionist 
proposes  to  make  more  work  by  shutting  out 
foreign  goods — ignoring  the  fact  that 
imports  are  paid  for  by  exports — and  in  a 
country  where  unemployment  is  normal  and 
only  varies  in  intensity,  such  proposals 
make  a strong  appeal  to  the  workers.  In  the 
sense  that  protective  taxes  on  trade  (.like 
the  practice  of  ca’  canny)  increase  the 
amount  of  labour  required  to  produce  a 
given  result,,  protection  does  make  more 
work.  In  the  same  sense  the  recent  great 
fire  at  Hartlepool  and  the  wrecking  of  ships 
make  more  work.  The  checking  of  produc- 
tion and  the  destruction  of  wealth  make  the 
community  poorer,  but  what  matters  to  the 
men  who  can  only  live  by  earning  wages  is 
not  the  product,  but  the  job  and  the  time  it 
will  last.  That  work  should  be  considered  a 
boon  in  spite  of  centuries  of  effort  in  labour- 
saving,  is  an  explanation  of  the  strength  of 
Protection  and  a demonstration  of  the  in- 
sufficiency of  British  Free  Trade. 

More  than  two  million  people  in  this 
country  are  unable  to  find  employers  or  to 
employ  themselves.  Does  the  employment 
of  these  people  depend,  as  we  are  told,  on 
the  prosperity  of  foreign  consumers  of 
British  goods?  In  other  words,  is  unem- 
ployment due  to  causes  beyond  our  control  ? 

Our  Wasting  Opportunities. 

While  recognising  the  importance  and 
the  advantages  of  exchanging  our  products 
for  the  products  of  other  lands,  it  should 
not  be  overlooked  that  in  our  own  country 
are  almost  unlimited  opportunities  for  em- 
ployment and  production  lying-  waste. 
Unemployed  people  lack  food,  houses,  and 
coal,  and  within  our  boundaries  are  millions 
of  acr£s  lying  idle  or  labour-starved  which 
are  capable  of  yielding  these  things : ou  the. 
waited  agricultural  land  alone  are  oppor- 
tunities for  the  employment  of  another 
680,000  men.  Production  is  checked  at  its 
source  by  the  withholding  of  these  natural 
resources  from  use,  and  the  solution  of  the 
problem  is  to  be  found  in  the  adoption  of  a 
thorough-going  policy  of  real  free  trade : 
i.e.,  the  freeing  of  trade  from  taxation  and 
interference.  That  can  only  be  done  by  find- 
ing a new  source  of  public  revenue.  A sub- 
stantial measure  of  the  taxation  and  rating 
of  land  values  would  prpvide  for  public  ex- 
penditure a large  part  of  a revenue  which 
rightly  belongs  to  tire  public,  but  which 
enriches  a few  private  persons.  To  the 
extent  that  land  values  were  taxed,  the  pro- 
ducts and  processes  of  industry  would  ho 
untaxed,  and  the  private  taxation  of  indus- 
try would  decrease  as  the  land-value  fund 
was  diverted  from  private  pockets  into  the 
public  exchequers.  The  freeing  of  industry 
from  taxation  would  stimulate  trade  in  oil 
directions.  The  taxation  and  rating  of  land 
values  would  also  make  it  difficult  or  impos- 
sible to  withhold  land  from  good  use  either  by 
high  prices  or  restrictions,  and  the  barriers 
that  now  shut  out  idle  men  freon  the  idle 
acres  would  consequently  break  down.  As 
more  land  came  into  productive  uses  the 
demand  for  labour  by  employers  in  all 
industries  would  grow,  and  tiie  cheapening 
of  land  would  open  up  'opportunities  for  self- 
employment  for  all  who  desired  them.  Real 
Free  Trade  is  the  solution  of  the  whole 
problem  of  the  production  and  distribution  of 
wealth.  It  is  the  gateway  to  the  land  of 
eoouomic  freedom  where  all  may  have 
enough,  an<l  poverty  and  the  iear  of  poverty 
be  unknown. 


A popular  Delusion. 

The  morality  of  taxing  industry  for  public 
revenue  is  seldom  questioned,  and  protests 
from  those  affected  by  such  taxes  usually 
take  the  form  of  a call  for  economy  or  for 
the  transference  of  scone  part  of  the  burden 
to  some  other  department  of  industry. 
This  is  probably  due  to  the  belief  that  no 
other  source  of  revenue  is  available,  but  the 
reason  for  the  persistence  of  the  protec- 
tionist delusion  is  not  so  apparent.  That 
certain  manufacturers  or  traders  should 
support  protection  as  a means  of  making 
greater  profits  is  not-  surprising,  but  there 
must  be  some  special  reason,  not  usually 
given,  why  a constant  fight  is  necessary  to 
prevent  the  complete  acceptance  of  protec- 


NATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE  PUBLISHING 
SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Owing  to  the  amount  of  correspondence 
received  with  regard  to  the  election  of 
directors,  the  directors  of  the  National  Co* 
operative  Publishing  Society  wish  to  inti- 
mate that  the  election  does  not  take  place 
until  June,  and  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  of  the  above  society,  the  official 
nomination  paper  will  be  issued  to  share- 
holding societies  during  the  last  week  in 
April. 


THE  ATTACK  ON  EDUCATION. 


AXE  MUST  NOT  STRIKE  THE  TREE  OF 

KNOWLEDGE. 


A CALL  TO  CO-OPERATORS. 


By  ERNEST  W.  WIMBLE  (Financial  Secretary  of  the  Workers'  Educational  Association) 


To  those  of  us  who  were  on  active  service 
abroad  during  the  war,  few  things  gave  us 
more  pleasure  than  the  reports  we  had  m 
1917-18  of  the  great  volume  of  educational 
enthusiasm  behind  the  Education  Bill  of  Mr. 
Fisher,  which  eventually  reached  the  Statute 
Book  as  the  Education  Act,  1918.  We  saw 
in  this  not  by  any  means  all  we  wanted,  but 
we  did  see  a very  real  advance  towards 
creating  a broad  highway  of  educational 
opportunity.  That  this  should  have  heen 
possible  towards  the  Hose  of  a great  war 
was  indeed  hopeful.  We  reckoned,  however, 
without  our  politicians  and  our  hard-faced 
business  men,  still  more  without  the  com- 
bination of  the  two  which  the  "Hang  the 
Kaiser  ” election,  to  our  shame,  fastened  on 
us. 

Little  by  little  we  saw  the  promises  of  the 
Education  Act  whittled  down,  and  the 
rumour  grew  of  probable  suspension  of  many 
of  its  provisions.  Early  protest  against  this 
was  made  by  working-class  and  educational 
bodies.  The  co-operative  movement,  in 
conjunction  with  the  W.E.A.,  held  a series 
of  conferences  to  arouse  public  opinion  on 
the  matter.  Resolutions  wtere  passed  and 
forwarded  to  the  usual  quarters.  The  full 
opera  tion  of  the  Act  was  however  delayed. 
How  it  escaped  repeal  is  a mystery. 

Acting  on  the  recommendations  in  the  Act 
many  excellent  schemes  for  educational  ad- 
vance were  prepared  by  education  authori- 
ties. A big  forward  move  seemed  imminent. 
Despite  official  discouragement  it  was  felt 
that  many  authorities  would  go  ahead  with 
their  schemes.  Then  came  the  appointment 
of  the  Committee  on  National  Expenditure. 

“ Hard-Faced  Men.” 

Typical  of  the  kind  of  Government  we  have 
ourselves  chosen,  the  committee  consisted 
entirely  of  “ hard-fa c-ed  business  men.” 
Instructed  to  recommend  "economies,”  they 
have  carried  out  their  instructions  faith- 
fully,- and  for  this  they  are  not.  to  blame. 
The  Government  is  to  blame  and  in  turn  we 
— the  workers  who,  possessing  the  political 
power,  permitted  such  a Government  to  he 
in  office. 

The  documents  they  have  produce  1 are  in 
a sense  among  the  most  valuable  public 
documents  ever  issued.  For  the  first  time 
almost  the  man  in  the  street  can  read  for 
himself  “ how  the  money  goes,”  and  for  the 
very  Hear  manner  in  which  they  have  pre- 
sented their  report  they  have  earned  our 
thanks.  For  the  still  clearer  vision  they 
have  given  us  of  their  attitude  to  education 
and  the  workers  they  deserve  our  gratitude. 
With  great  impartiality  they  distribute 
" cuts"  all  round — or  nearly  all  round. 

Discipline  and  Secret  Service. 

With  an  insight  worthy  of  a better  cause 
they  recognise  that  the  world  has  had  a sur- 
feit of  fighting,  so  that  recommendations  are 
made  as  to  a fairly  drastic  cutting  of  expen- 
diture on  warlike  prepaiations.  With  a 
knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  post-war 
industry  and  the  development  of  automatic 
machinery  they  recognise  intelligence  is  at 
a discount  and  docility  and  discipline  at  a 
premium,  and  they  recommend  eut«  on 
educational  expenditure  which  will  ensure 
little  of  the  former  and  render  the  creation 
of  the  latter  inevitable.  With  a wisdom 
that  is  almost  cunning  they  recoguise  that 
post-war  industrial  trouble  may  be  greater 
than  the  pre-war  trouble,  so  they  sanction 
an  expenditure  on  secret  service  which  is 
four  times  that  of  pre-war.  and  they  venture 
to  add  that  "it  should  * . , he 
sufficient.” 

Educational  facilities  for  the  child  of  the 
worker — manual  and  black-coated — are  to  he 
restricted.  Willing  to  wound  yet  afraid  to 
Strike,  they  leave  the  teachers’  pay  to  the 
inevitable  result  of  placing  the  responsi- 
bility upon  the  ratepayer.  Space  forbids 
our  dealing  faithfully  in  detail  with  the 
extent  of  the  damage  they  purpose  inflicting 
upon  our  educational  system.  Literature 
will  eoou  be  available  in  pamphlet  form  for 
this  purpose. 

The  Task  of  the  Moment. 

The  immediate  need  of  the  moment  is 
action  by  every  working-class  and  educa- 
tional movement  or  institution.  The 


W.E.A.,  as  a non-sectariau  ami  non-party 
political  federation  of  working-class  and 
educational  bodies  is  admirably  suited  to 
lead  in  the  campaign  which  must  open  at' 
once.  Associated  with  the  W.E.A.,  as  it  has 
always  been,  the  co-operative  movement, 
through  its  education  committees,  must 
play  a prominent  part. 

To  open  the  campaign,  a strong  resolution 
of  protest  has  been  passed  by  the  National 
Central  Council  of  the  W.E.A.  and  circu- 
lated broadcast.  Our  press  cuttings  ami 
correspondence  tell  us  it  is  being  endorsed 
widely.  The  next  step  in  the  campaign  is  a 
great  national  demonstration  of  protest 
called  for  Saturday  of  this  week  (March  4th). 
This  will  be  held  at  the  Control  Hall,  West- 
minster, Ixmdon,  S.W.,  at  2-80  p.m.  The 
chair  is  to  he  taken  by  the  president  of.  the 
W.E.A. , the  Bishop  of  Manchester.  The 
speakers  are  to  be  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson, 
M.P.,  Lord  Henry  Cavendish  Bentipck, 
M.P.,  Mr.  Kenneth  Lee,  ajjd  Mks  Mai ga ret 
Bondfield.  Co-operative  education  com- 
mittees a, re  urged  to  send  their  representa- 
tives to  this  conference,  or  failing  this  to 
send  resolutions  supporting  its  object.  The 
third  step  is  the  organisation  by  the  W.E.A. 
in  association  with  its  affiliated  bodies,  and 
more  especially  the  education  committees  of 
co-operative  societies,  of  similar  local  pro- 
test demonstrations.  May  f urge  the 
cordial  support  of  all  co-operative  education 
committees  to  the  W.E.A.  in  making  these 
protest  meetings  successful? 

Funds  Wanted. 

Funds  are  needed  for  the  light.  T.ikii 
most  voluntary  movements,  and  particularly 
voluntary  educational  movements,  * tlio 
W.E.A.  has  always  been  heavily  handicapped 
by  lack  of  funds.  To-da.v  its  financial  posi- 
tion is  worse  than  ever  before.  If  it  is  to 
fight  successfully  it  must  be  financed,  and  I 
appeal  to  eo-operative  education  committees 
to  render  every  possible  assistance  in  this 
connection.  Donations  for  W.E.A.  funds 
should  be  sent  to  the  Honorary  Treasurer  of 
the  AV.E.A.,  at  16,  Harpur-street,  London, 
W.C.  1. 

Bad  as  may  be  the  financial  position  of  tho 
W.E.A.,.  and  bad  as  may  be  the  financial 
position  of  most  working-class  organisations, 
it  is  emphatically  not  the  time  for  the 
slackening  of  expenditure  on  education.  Do 
not  let  us  assist  the  false  “ economists  ” by 
ourselves  restricting  expenditure  ou  edur.  - 
tional  objects.  Let  us  prove  our  faith  in 
education  by  being  willing  ourselves  to  im  nr 
expenditure.  The  best  expenditure  on 
education  to-day  is  to  finance  to  the  utmost 
the  fight  for  the  preservation  nud  expansion 
of  public  national  facilities. 

To  the  eo-operative  movement  I know  \v<? 
shall  not  at  this  moment  appeal  in  vain. 


1iPI)en  Mtarcl)  Win6s  3Mow, 

In  March  the  -winds  rise:  conies  there  not. 

A wind  of  Freedom,  loo , 

Prophetic  of  a belter  lot 

For  me,  for  you ? 

Days  when  the  workers  will  no  more, 
Ilcrdcd  in  hovel  or  sty. 

See  all  life’s  bcauly,  as  of  yore. 

Passing  them  by; 

When  Home  for  each  alike  shall  bo 
Made  a House  Beautiful, 

Aud  all  the  flowers  of  earth  be  free 
For  all  to  cull; 

When  man,  to  save  his  own,  will  sualch 
\’o  more  his  brother’s  bread. 

And  none  shall  workless  : wail  and  watch, 
But  all  be  fed; 

When  armed  pacts  shall  end— the  League 
Alone  all  lands  police, 

And  none  against  the  rest  intrigue. 

But  all  have  Peace, 

Join  hands  to  win  this  belter  lot 
That  wails  for  me,  for  you! 

In  March  the  winds  rise;  rises  not 

The  wind  of  Freedom,  toot 
— S.  Gertrude  Ford. 


pass  it  Along.—  I received  j-l'f 
,nuarv  issue  of  the  ‘ Millgate  MonuiljV 
,d  formed  such  a high  opinion  ot  n 
n tents  that  I have  placed  a reg'P 
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C.WS.  MATTERS. 


EDUCATION  IN  THE  MOVEMENT. 


MEN’S  GUILD  NOTES. 


THE  sale  of  properties. 

rfnosi  the  Co-operative  Press  Agency.] 


ONE  COMMITTEE’S  DISCOURAGING  EXPERIENCE. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  : SUBJECTS 

TO  BE  DISCUSSED. 

Compiled  by  “ Jjnitas.” 


Canvassing  for  C.W.S.  Elections. 

In  view  of  t lie  C.W.S.  elections  now  taking 
place  for  s on  tlie  directorate,  it  is 
necessary  to  point  out  that  the  partial 
amendment  of  rulev  in  reference  to  canvass- 
ing, Ims  been  registered.  It  will  now  be  a 
disqualification,  therefore,  for  candidates 
for  election  to  the  General  Board  to  canvass 
beyond  the  narrow  limit  fixed  by  the  new 
regulation. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  position 
was  enforced  by  n motion  submitted  to  t ho 
C.W.S.  meetings  of  last  October  by  Fails- 
tvortli  Society,  alluding  to  the  election  of 
general  committee.  This,  which  was 
adopted,  was  as  follows : — 

Canvassing  shall  not  be  allowed  except 
to  the  extent  of  'one  circular  at  each  elec- 
tion by  or  on  behalf  of  candidates,  under 
penalty  of  disqualification.  “ Canvass- 
ing " to  include  soliciting  votes  cither  by 
the  issue  of  more  than  om  circular  or  by 
advertising,  writing,  or  speaking  on  behalf 
of  candidates,  or  corruptly  giving  any 
consideration  as  an  inducement  whereby 
candidates  would  obtain  a preference  or  an 
advantage  in  elections.  Objections  to  the 
election  of  candidates  on  any  of  the  above 
grounds  must  be  lodged',  with  the  neces- 
sary supporting  evidence,  at  the  Regis- 
tered Office  of  the  Society,  within  twenty- 
one  days  from  the  last  date  when  voting 
papers  eh  all  be  .received.  Any  dispute 
arising  from  above  must  be  submitted  for 
arbitration.  In  the  event  of  a dispute 
having  to  be  decided  by  arbitration,  each 
party  shall  respectively  select  two  arbitra- 
tors, who  are  not  committeemen  or  office 
bearers,  who  will  appoint  an  umpire  or 
referee,  and  in  the  event  of  their  disagree- 
ing, the  referee  shall  then  decide  the 
matter  in  dispute. 

This  addition  to  the  rule  is  now  operative. 

Sale  of  Halifax  Flour  Mill. 


After  careful  consideration  of  all  circum- 
stances, the  C.W.S.  Board  has  effected  a 
sale  of  the  Halifax  Flour  Mill  with  Messrs. 
Patous  and  Baldwins  Ltd.,  woollen  manu- 
facturers, whose  mills  adjoin  the  C.W.S. 
property.  This  has  been  already  announced 
in  one  or  two  newspapers,  whilst  objection 
bv  a few  Yorkshire  societies  to  the  sale  of 
the  concern  has  been  also  mentioned  in  the 
piess. 

, It  is  necessary  to  explain,  therefore,  that 
file  step  was  not  taken  without  the  most 
careful  consideration  having  been  given  to 
it.  Owing  to  the  pressure  from  Hour  mills 
in  or  adjoining  shipping  ports,  and  possess- 
ing special  economic  advantages,  inland  mills 
are  becoming  more  severely  handicapped 
from  a competitive  point  of  vic-w.  T lie 
C.W.S.  took  over  three  Yorkshire  flour 
mills  (Slaithwaite,  Sowerby  Bridge,  and 
Halifax)  six  years  ago,  at  the  request  of  the 
Yorkshire  federated  societies,  although  at 
the  time  they  were  not  favourably  inclined 
to  inland  mills.  They  then  bad  had  sufficient 
experience  to  realise  the  difficulty  of  meet- 
ing with  anything  like  success  the  very  keen 
competition  from  port  mills.  The  Yorkshire 
nulls  also  were  not  up  to  date  in  machinery 
oud  appliances. 

The  three  mills,  however,  after  being 
taken  over  were  successful  owing  to  special 
war  time  conditions,  till  Government  control 
was  removed:  In  the  meantime,  replace- 

ments had  become  necessary  at  the  Halifax 
mill,  and  these  could  not  have  been  carried 
out,  except  at  a cost  which  the  C.W.S.  did 
not  leel  justified  in  incurring  in  connection 
with  an  inland  factory.  Transport  charges 
"ad  a,1so  been  greatly  increased,  with  the 
consequence  that  many  societies  withdrew 
trade  ffom  the  Yorkshire  mills,  and  obtained 
"°Ur  at  places  from  which  carriage  rates 
; re  more  advantageous.  Thene  transport 
increases  alone  made  trade  with  the  Y6rk- 
"'ills  almost  impossible.  On  the  other 
muul,  Yorkshire  societies  had  objected  to 
. mflls  carrying  on  any  outside  trade,  and 
lime  the  end  of  Government  control,  they 
nave  been  frequently  stopped  for  want  o‘f 
”,;-er„s'  The  committee  have  become  fully 
frni  'f  ’ 111  faot»  ^>are  is  "ofc  sufficient 
. ntle  from  co-operative  societies  with  which 
nin  the  three  Yorkshire  mills,  irrespective 
inent"K  ("satlvan,taees  and  style  of  equip- 

Gisburn  Cattle  Mart. 

'' I'P','1  24th,  1920  the  C.W.S'.  completed 
* Qi^mlrn  Cattle  Mart,  and 
bp!,., if  V ilte r Jt  vvas  formally  opened  on, 
L.  ‘ °f.  *■■"?  society,  in  the  presence  of  a 

, ‘‘.-‘‘“S  of  retail  society  represent.*!- 
££  and  farmers,  1„-  I.ord  nibbles, We.  The 
ti  ' p J/!s  "ow  been  sold  to  a committee  re- 
Uistrict  "B  fnrmers’  forests  in  Gisbuvn  and 
f Afor  obtaining  rontrol  of  the  market  the 
there’  1, beveral  “tprot  ements,  but 
to, luJ  ■'!  uot  bt,en  altfficientf  trade  from 
hoimf  r'"  "ari"ult.the  committee  to  keep 
- I>en  lor  co-operative  transactions 
<xnJ"£y  :i  r<‘<all«l  that  the  C.W.S.  was 
cam  • ",'n"v  tcttcties  to  take  over  the 

w«l  triTatkat,'<'”‘ei“E  t,lc  okk’st  in  the 
. 1 a*"",0  'lan  meat  control  was  in 
indeed  h ‘"'tl  " l,en  « '™s  very  difficult 
that  an/ieW  ?e  f'Pl'hc-s.  The  idea  was 
?tles  ,Jlol,U  "ot  be  patronised  bv 
of*.  ' ra<?e-  h'tl  sliouhl  have  their  owii 
mart  ,v!  hhtough  the  C.W.S.  The 

t0,.“e,  a centre  from  which  oo- 
tlie  dji' i “ht.am  iive  stock  kept  under 
W»,S  1 T,We  tomlitions.  The  C.W.S., 
turn  X'.  a'ter  ' ; strenuous  etfort  to 
isSu,  “"S6!?1  t®  sood  nectmut.  finally 


to  sell  it. 


LIP  SERVICE  GIVEN  BUT  PRACTICAL 

EFFORT  DENIED. 


BY  AN  ENTHUSIAST. 


Are  the  working  classes  in  general  and 
co-operators  in  particular  really  convinced 
of  the  value  of  education? 

True,  one  is  constantly  reading  and  hear- 
ing speeches  dealing  with  “ equal  opportuni- 
ties," ‘‘educational  ladders,"  11  no  ‘cuts’ 
in  education,”  &c.,  &c.,  but  the  exceedingly 
small  amount  of  “ practice,”  compared  with 
the  endless  talk  of  theory,  leads  -one  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  majority  of  so-called 
working-class  educationists  do  not  speak 
from  a sound  conviction,  but  rather  with 
the  vaguQ  idea  that  ultimately  they  may 
convince  themselves  Und  others  that  educa- 
tion in  its  widest  sense  is  advantageous  to 
nil. 

While  it  is  popular  and  “ high  brow  ” to 
hold  forth  on  the  furtherance  of  educational 
facilities — aye,  even  to  form  one  of  an  audi- 
ence listening  to  such  a topic  being  dis- 
cussed— yet,  judging  by  progress  made  and 
results  achieved,  the  talk,  talk,  talk  appears 
to  be  so  much  mental  dope  stultifying 
constructive  action. 

These  remarks  refer  particularly  to  the 
educational  activities  of  co-operative  socie- 
ties. The  average  co-operator,  I fear,  is  not 
a believer  in  education,  especially  when  the 
cost  is  a direct  levy,  however  small,  upon 
his  pocket,  even  if  it  amounts  to  less  than  a 
farthing  in  the  pound  in  dividend.  Oh,  no, 
reader.  This  indictment  has  no  reference  to 
you,  in  particular.  You  rank  above  the 
average,  as  proved  by  the  fact  that  you  are 
a reader  of  the  “ Co-operative  News.”  How 
many  of  the  four  million  co-Operators  read 
the  "News”? 

An  enterprising  society  in  the  north,  es- 
tablished in  a district  renowned  for  its  pro- 
gressive communal  spirit,  has  a membership 
of  over  7,000 ;_ 300  copies  of  the  “ Co-opera- 
tive News”  are  purchased  weekly;  only 
fifty  copies  are  disposed  of. 

Difficulties  of  Education  Committeos. 

Two  years  ago  a body  of  enthusiasts  were 
elected  as  the  education  committee,  and, 
with  but  slight  oppositiqn,  limited  funds 
were  voted  to  carry  on  the  work.  Classes 
were  commenced,  embracing  the  usual  sub- 
jects— bookkeeping  and  kindred  studies; 
and,  most  important  and  expensive  of  all, 
several  centres,  where  an  aggregate  of  over 
three  hundred  juniors  were  taughl  the  his- 
tory and  ideals  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. The  one  qualification  for  admission 
to  these  classes  was  that  each  pupil  must  be 
the  son  or  daughter  of  a co-operator.  This 
restriction  was  in  conformity  with  the  ex- 
pressed wish  of  members.  From  the  point 
of  view  of  number  of  students  and  examina- 
tion results,  these  classes  proved  successful; 
but  the  education  committee  were  not  long 
in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  by  debar- 
ring non-members’  children  they  were  thus 
prevented  from  carrying  propaganda  work 
into  that  field  where  it  would  be  of  most 
value.  The  child reu  of  co-operators  will,  as 
a rule,  themselves  be  eo-oper,ators  when 
they  reach  adult  age.  In  spite  of  limited 
funds,  a number  of  library  books  (chiefly 
good  fiction)  were  purchased,  but  only  after 
repeated  applications  and  months  of  delay 
were  facilities  provided  for  storage  and  dis- 
tribution. This  branch  of  their  work  met 
with  gratifying  appreciation  by  the  mem- 
bers, and  it  is  rare  indeed  to  find  any  hooks 
at  all  on  the  shelves;  they  are  where  they 
ought  to  be — in  the  homes  of  the  members. 

A Press  Push. 

Earnest  endeavours  were  made  by  the 
education  committee  to  push  the  sale  of  the 
“ Co-operative  News.”  A personal  canvass 
of  a large  number  of  members  was*  made, 
and  the  committee  individually  stood  in  the 
various  branch  premises  endeavouring  to 
sell  the  "News”  to  members  passing  in 
and  out.  The  results  were  disheartening  in 
the  extreme.  Opportunities  were  taken  at 
the  quarterly  meetings  to  point  out  the 
splendid  worth  of  the  “ News,”  and  several 
of  the  general  committee  eulogised  the-, 
paper,  but  a judicious  investigation  revealed 
that  even  amongst  these  most  were  non- 
readers. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  literary  excellence 
of  the  “ Co-operative  News  " is  on  too  high 
a plane  for  most  co-operators,  it  being  read 
at  present  only  by  those  already  keenly  in- 
terested and  enthusiastic  in  all  phases  of 
the  movement.  As  an  educative  influence 
and  as  a means  o/  propaganda,  it  does  not 


in  its  present  form  appeal  to  the  masses. 
Convinced  of  this,  the  education  committee 
resolved  to  take  steps  to  establish  a monthly 
"Local.  Co-operative  News."  As  two  of 
their  members  had  previously  had  some  ex- 
perience in  press  work,  and  one  had  held 
the  post  of  editor  of  a local  paper  (now 
defunct  owing  to  the  war),  the  project  was 
not  impossible,  as  it  may  have  seemed  at 
first  sight.  The  scheme  was  laid  before  the 
quarterly  meetings  of  members,  and,  in 
spite  of  strenuous  opposition  by  influential 
gentlemen  on  the  general  committee, 
approval  to  proceed  was  granted. 

The  aim  of  the  education  committee  was 
to  produce  a paper  containing  news  of  local 
interest  (the  district  has  no  purely  local 
press),  accounts  of  the  work,  problems  and 
prospects  of  their  own  society,  educational 
articles  on  the  principles  of  co-operation; 
reprints  of  selected  articles  from  the  “ Co- 
operative News  ” ; and  last,  but  not  least, 
the  paper  was  to  serve  as  an  effective  adver- 
tising medium  for  the  society. 

Costs  were  carefully  gone  into;  even  a 
specimen  first  issue  of  eight  pages  produced ; 
and  it  was  ascertained  that,  though  it  was 
doubtful  whether  the  paper  could  be  run  as 
a paying  concern,  yet  the  comparatively 
small  sum  which  would  perhaps  he  require?! 
to  meet  deficits  on  the  first  few  issues  would 
be  profitable  expenditure  of  the  educational 
funds,  for  by  this  means  every  member 
would  be  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  activi- 
ties of  his  own  society,  and  as  a medium 
for  propaganda  and  advertisement  the  paper 
would-  he  invaluable. 

The  Stone  Wall. 

However,  the  plans  of  the  education  com- 
mittee were  brought  to  nought,  for  imme- 
diately after  the  sanction  to  proceed  was 
obtained,  the  management,  ostensibly  on  the 
grounds  of  trade  depression  and  economy, 
recommended  that  no  further  funds 
be  allotted  for  educational  purposes  until 
better  times  appear.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  a balance  was  carried  forward,  after 
payment  of  a reduced  dividend,  the  recom- 
mendation was  adopted,  witli  the  result  that 
the  education  committee  found  themselves 
in  the  air — a body  appointed  to  carry  on  edu- 
cational work  with  their  schemes  approved, 
but  the  necessary  means  withheld. 

The  surprising  inconsistency  of  this  pro- 
cedure may  be  realised  when  it  is  known 
that  those  most  active  in  urging. the  neces- 
sity of  making  no  further  grants  in  aid  of 
education  were  the  very  gentlemen  most 
active  in  coming  before  the  public  to  de- 
nounce the  Government  for  their  threatened 
" cuts  ” in  national  expenditure  on  educa- 
tion ! 

After  a protracted  period  of  enforced 
inactivity,  the  education  committee  decided 
to  make  another  appeal  for  funds,  and  with 
this  object  tabled  a recommendation  that 
they  be  granted  a sum  representing  less 
than  a farthing  per  member  per  week  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  educational 
work.  They  were  informed  by  the  governing 
body,  who  strenuously  opposed  the  recom- 
mendation, that  the  matter  would  have. to 
bo  considered  by  the  members  at  a special 
meeting.  Being  already  aware  of  this  fact, 
the  education  committee  strongly  urged 
that  the  special  meeting  lie  held  on  the  same 
days  and  immediately  after  the  several  quar- 
terly meetings  to  be.held  in  the  near  future. 
In  the  past  this  procedure  has  usually  been 
adopted  for  the  consideration  of  special  busi- 
ness, for  it  is  found  that,  whilst  a large 
number  of  members  attend  the  quarterly 
meetings,  the  attendance  at  any  special 
fneeting  held  intermediately  is  meagre. 
However,  the  powers  that  be  decided  on  this 
occasion  to  depart  from  custom,  and  ruled 
that  the  necessary  special  meetings  at  the 
various  branches  should  be  held  on  dates 
subsequent  to  those  of  the  quarterly  meet- 
ings. The  reason  for  this  manoeuvre  is 
obvious;  but  though  somewhat  pessimistic 
as  to  their  chances  of  success,  the  education 
committee  prepared  to  put  up  a strong  fight 
in  their  endeavour  to  give  the  members  an 
opportunity  oi  voting  a moiety  of  the  mem- 
bers' funds  for  the  purpose  of  educating 
members  and  tlieir  children  in  the  principles 
and  aims  of  co-operatioiv. 

One  should  avoid  the  too  common  error 
of  generalising  from  instances.  It  is  hoped 
that  similar  cases  to  that  recounted  above 
may  be  few  and  far  between  in  the  co-opera- 
tive movement;  but  do  co-operator9  as  a 
body  really  believe  in  co-operative  educa- 
tional work? 


There  is  a considerable  diversity  of 
opinion  as  to  what  subjects  should  be  dis- 
cussed at  branch  meetings,  or  what  should 
he  the  general  policy  of  the  branch  regard- 
ing its  work.  In  an  organisation  such  as 
the  Guild  it  is  necessary,  with  the  up-spring- 
ing of  new  branches  and  the  influx  of  new 
members,  to  re-state  the  aims  and  objects 
of  the  Guild  itself.  Many  branches  follow 
the  policy  that  the  Guild  is  merely  a con- 
necting link  between  male  co-operators  for 
the  discussing  of  general  co-operative  topics 
and  as  a piece  of  machinery  to  run  social 
functions  of  various  kinds.  Both  these 
objects  are  legitimate  and,  indeed, 
necessary. 

Intensive  Education. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  branch  officials 
consider  that  their  branches  should  keep 
almost  exclusively  to  what  might  be  called 
the  intensive  education  of  the  members  in 
co-operative  history  and  present  practices. 
Many  secretaries,  in  fact,  find  some  difficulty 
in  building  up  a programme  on  either  of 
these  two  policies.  We  venture  to  suggest 
that  a judicious  blending  of  both,  would  be 
most  suitable.  We  know,  as  a matter  of 
fact  that  the  monthly  letters  published  by 
the  Central  Council  are  welcomed  bv  the 
branches  as  providing  suitable  topics  for 
general  discussion ; but  it  must  never  be  for- 
gotten that  there  is  a considerable  amount 
of  educational  work  necessary  amongst  the 
members  in  the  practices  of  the  co-operative 
movement  before  even  the  monthlv  letters 
can  be  appreciated  at  their  full  value.  The 
Men  s Guild  hopes  to  lie  what  might  be 
called  the  " left  wing  ” of  the  co-operative 
movement;  its  desire  must  be  to  keep  the 
ideals  of  the  movement  in  front  of  the 
leaders  and  the  general  membership,  and 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  see  that  each  step 
onwards  is  a step  that  will  eventually  lead 
to  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

Obviously  to  perform  such  a function  suc- 
cessfully. its  members  must  be  acquainted 
with  the  machinery  of  the  general  move- 
ment, and  also  be  saturated  with  its  ideals. 
Consequently,  an  evening  spent  on  the  his- 
tory or  the  constitution  of  the  movement  is 
one  that  is  not  wasted. 

Hint  to  Secretaries. 

The  National  Council  have  published  quit© 
a number  of  leaflets,  which  in  themselves 
form  admirable  subjects  for  discussion,  and 
we  venture  to  suggest  to  branch  secretaries 
that  these  pamphlets  should  be  seriously 
dealt  with  during  the  course,  say,  of  a win- 
ter session.  Making  our  members  vocal  is 
indeed  one  of  the  most  important  works 
which  should  be  undertaken  by  every 
branch.  To  become  familiar  with  co-opera- 
tive ideals  and  practices  is  not  enough.  It. 
is  necessary  that,  having  got  this  knowledge, 
our  members  should  be  able  to  impart  it  to 
others,  and  also  be  able  to  take  a reason- 
able part  in  any  discussion  at  the  business 
meetings  of  the  local  society.  It  is  particu- 
larly desirable  that  the  strictly  co-operative 
point  of  view  should  be  kept  in  front  of  the 
general  members,  and  it  is  only  members 
of  the  Men’s  and  Women’s  Guilds  who  are 
in  a position  to  voice  this  point  of  view. 
“Unitas"  proposes  therefore  in  the  next  few 
series  of  Notes  to  state  briefly  the  contents 
of  the  pamphlets  issued  by  the  National 
Council  in  order  that  branch  secretaries  may 
make  a selection  of  any  they  feel  to  be  suita- 
able  for  their  own  branch. 

The  Annual  Meeting. 

Preparations  are  well  in  hand  for  the 
holding  of.  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Guild 
at  Gloucester  on  Easter  Saturday.  All 
branches  who  intend  to  send  delegates 
should  apply  at  once  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood  Tor 
a form  of  application  for  accommodation. 
The  meeting  promises  to  lie  an  important 
and  interesting  one.  Contrary  to  what  hap- 
pened last  year,  quite  a number  of  the 
branches  have  sent  in  resolutions  for  con- 
sideration by  the  annual  meeting.  The 
question  of  Mixed  or  Members’  Guilds  will 
he  well  to  the  fore,  as  one  or  two  branches 
are  submitting  resolutions  on  the  matter, 
one  resolution  going  so  far  as  to  suggest 
that  the  National  Men’s  Guild  should 
become  the  National  Members’  Guild. 

Other  branches  are  submitting  resolutions 
to  after  the  constitution  of  the  Central 
Council,  one  being  to  suggest  that  the  Cen- 
tral Council  should  be  reduced  from  twelve 
members,  as  at  present,  to  six.  Yet  another 
resolution  asks  that  for  Guild  purposes  the 
country  should  be  divided  into  six  electoral 
divisions.  Representation  on  the  Central 
Education  Committee  is  asked  for  a resolu- 
tion received  from  the  Merseyside  district. 
Possibly  others  may  yet  be  received,  and 
together  with  those  which  will  be  submitted 
by  the  Central  Council  should  provide  a 
keen  discussion  at  the  meeting. 

Every  branch  should  endeavour  to  be 
represented  at  the  annual  meeting.  The 
annual  meeting  is  the  Parliament  of  tho 
Guild,  and  we  cannot  become  a coherent 
unit  until  we  see  to  it  that  every  branch 
is  taking  a keen  interest  in  the  policy  and 
activity  oi  the  Guild  as  a whole  as 
expressed  at  its  annual  meetings. 

The  secretary  of  the  Walsall  (Central) 
Men's  Guild  is  now  Mr.  J.  A.  Cooper.  23, 
Rut  tor-street,  Walsall. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


(CORnESPOVPEXTS  arc  requested  to  1 ° 

cm?  side  of  file  paper,  distinctly  and  .fJSSj? 

age,  sex,  occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  diftinctno 
" noms-de-plume " or  initials,  but  also  giving 
names  and  addresses  us  proof  of  good  failh.  No  ■ acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  cm i * ,, 
Cfejered.  Address,  “The  Doctor,  “ Co-operative  New  , 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.] 


“Busby”  (second  reply). — 'Pry  iclithyol 
ointment  or  carbolic  ointment. 

Hash  on  Forehead  (“  Ambrose ’)•- I 
bare  already  answered  your  query.  -'iy 
reply  will  appear  in  due  course  if  it  Has  not 
yet  done  so. 

Mrs.  B.  (Manchester). — No  “ nom  de 
plume."  I agne  with  the  othsr 
that  there  is  nothing  wrong,  and  that  noth 
ing  can  be  (lone  to  remedy  the  ccndit.on. 
“ What  can’t  be  cured  must  1>3  endured. 

Catarrhal  Jaundice  («  Loncop  ”).— 'I’his 
is  not  likely  to  recur  in  a.  girl  et  16  J,  unless 
the  “ cold”  which  caused  the  lust  attack 
should  be  repeated.  It  lias  nothing  specially 
to  do  with  the  food. 

Nasal  Catarrh  and  Nasal 
(“  ‘Whist  ”)• — You  seem  to  be  doing  all  tn.it 
can  be  done  for  the  condition , and  you  must 
keep  on  persevering  with  the  treatment  you 
are  getting  at  tile  Hospital.  It  is  a tedious 
complaint. 


Tired.” — It  is  unusual  for  change  to 


come  on  permanently  at  thirty-two  tears  or 
age  but  in  vour  oircumstances  and  mtli 
your  history,  there  is  no  reason  to  tear  any 
- - You  need  no  special 
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harmful  consequences, 
treatment. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Spine  (“  Hope  )•— 
If  the  child  has  really  got  this— winch  is 
impossible  to  judge  without  a personal  ex- 
amination—it  is  serious,  involving  a long 
period  of  treatment  in  the  recumbent  pos- 
ture. But  such  a case  is  quite  unsuited  tor 
treatment  by  correspondence. 

Pimples  and  Blackheads  i ” Fain."].— 
Scrub  the  part  well  with  carbolic  soap  and 
water,  and  squeeze  out  the  “ blackheads, 
either  between  the  two  thumb  nails  or  with 
a watoh-k-’v  and  rub  in  sulphur  ointment 
freely.  Drink  less  tea,  and  get  more  out-ot- 
dcors  exercise. 

F.  W.  P.  (Miner).— (1)  Glad  to  know  tint 
—thanks  to  vour  following  advice  in  Medical 
Column — vou  have  rid  yourself  of  constipa- 
tion. (2)  For  chilblains  try  holding  the 
part  for  some  time  to  a hot  fire  until  it  is 
quite  red,  and  repeat  this  two  or  three  tunes 
a day.  (3)  For  small  worms  try  injections 
of  hot  salt  and  water. 

“ Civis  ” (second  reply). — (1)  Sorry  to 
hear  of  your  having  been  worse  and  requir- 
ing to  be  treated  in  bed.  But  it  is  satis- 
factory to  have  you  say  that  your  panel 
doctor  “ gave  vou  the  same  directions  as  I 
had  done  ” ; and  though  you  say  you  jue 
now  improving  you  ask  for  my  ” Further 
advice.”  All  right,  but  it  will  be  best  if 
you  would  please  repeat  the  details  of  the 
symptoms.  (2)  Re  the  ease  of  the  young 
woman.  I fear  your  statement  of  her  symp- 
toms is  tco  vague  for  advice  to  he  given. 
A personal  examination  is  advisable. 

“Bon  Accord.” — Why  have  you  not 
read  the  instructions  at  tlie  head  of  our 
“ Column  ” and  given,  me  morp  details  as  to 
your  condition  ? But  I can  guess  some  ot 
them — though  I am  wondering  if  you  take 
porridge  and  milk  ; or  whether,  like  so  many 
of  the  Scots— even  in  Scotland — you  have 
“ gien  them  up.”  (You  may  remember  the 
story  of  the  Scot  who  visited  Ins  brother  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  and  at  supper  time  said  to 
him:  “Eh,  man  Sandy,  I could  hae  lore- 
gien  a’  yer  polvgamv  if  ye  liadna  gien  up  yer 
panitch!”)  In  addition  to  oatmeal  porridge 
and  milk  a couple  of  week®  on  the  following 
mixture  may  do  you  good : — Compound 
tincture  of  rhubarb,  2 drachms ; bicarbonate 
of  potash,  2 drachms ; peppermint  water.  2 
ounces ; infusion  of  gentian  to  8 ounces. 
One  tablespoonful  three  times  a day. 

“ Hopeful.” — Your  letter  is  so  blotted — 
through  having  been  folded  when  the  ink 
was  wet— that  it  is  diffioult  to  decipher  parts 
of  it.  But  I gather  that  you  bad  an  opera- 
tion for  gall  stones  and  cyst  on  the  liver, 
from  wlucli  you  made  a good  recovery, 
though  you  still  complain  of  “ a terrible 
jumping  of  tlie  stomach,”  for  which  the 
doctor  has  treated  you,  and  you  ask,  “ Can 
I give  vou  hope  to  get  all  right?”  Well, 
as  a matter  icf  fact,  to  hepe  for  perfect 
recovery  after  sUcli  a severe  operation  is 
scarcely  to  be  expected.  All  such  operations 
involve  too  great  an  internal  disturbance  of 
the  organs  that  one  can  hardly  expect  them 
to  become  as  they  were  before;  and  if  you 
continue  to  feel  something  of  this  abnormal 


upset,  you  must  just  make  the  best 


as  well  as  you 


The  deputation  to  Russia,  arranged  by  the 
International  Co-operative  Alliance,  left 
London  last  Saturday.  It  consisted  of  Mr. 
H.  J.  May  (secretary  of  the  Alliance),  and 
Messrs.  A.  W.  Golightly,  Sir  Thomas  Allen,  J. 


English,  and  J.  Hawkins,  directors  of  the 
C.W.S.  The  deputation  is  travelling  via  Berlin 
and  Riga,  and  on  arrival  in  Moscow  will  be 
met  by  friends  of  the  Centrosoyus.  Different 
centres  will  be  visited. 


THE  ROYAL  WEDDING. 


CO-OPERATIVE  REPRESENTATIVES 
AT  THE  ABBEY. 


Mr.  George  Thorpe,  J.P.,  president  of 
the  C.W.S. ; Mr.  A.  Whitehead,  general 
secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Union ; and 
Mr.  A.  \r.  Alexander,  secretary  of  tlie  Joint 
Parliamentary  Conunittee,  accepted  the  invi- 
tation of  the  King  and  Queen  to  be  present 
at  the  royal  wedding  in  Westminster  Abbey 
on  Tuesday. 

The  co-operative  movement,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was  officially  invited  to  send 
epresentatives  to  the  Coronation  of  King 
George  twelve  years  ago,  and  Mr.  White- 
head and  Mr.  Dudley  attended  at  that 
ceremony. 


POLITICAL  NOTES. 


GRANTS  TO  LOCAL 

CANDIDATES 


Wedding  References  at  Co-operative 
Gatherings. 

Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (president  of  the  Southern 
Educational  Association),  at  a conference 
held  under  the  association’®  auspices,  in 
London,  on  Saturday,  said  tliey  were  read- 
ing in  the  papers  from  day  to  day  glowing 
descriptions  of  expensive  presents  which 
were  being  given  at  a wedding.  He  was 
doubtful  as  be  tlie  taste  displayed  in  making 
such  a fuss  about  the  thousands  of  pounds 
which  were  being  spent  at  the  present  time 
on  these  presents  while  at  the  same  moment 
an  endeavour  was  being  made  to  cripple 
the  education  of  tlie  workers’  children. 
(Applause). 

Mr.  Fothergill  (secretary  and  organiser 
of  the  Co-operative  Party  at  Leeds),  speak- 
ing at  a conference  held  in  Leeds,  on  Satur- 


day, said  that,  if  they  were  to  take  news- 
papers as  a guide,  there  was  only  one  tiling 
of  importance  happening,  and  that  was 
Princess  Mary’s  wedding.  Was  it?  What 
about  tlie  people — and  there  were  a good 
many  of  them — who  were  on  the  verge  of 
starvation  ? 

Mr.  Willey  (York),  at  the  same  conference, 
also  deplored  the  fact  that  the  people  had 
become  so  wrapt  up  in  tlie  wedding  that  tliey 
oeem  to  have  forgotten  there  were  such 
things  as  social  questions. 


The  income  for  the  Co-operative  Tarty  for 
1921  has  amounted  to  £6,482,  a result  which 
is  regarded  ns  entirely  satisfactory,  in  view 
of  the  depression  in  trade  which  has  affected 
societies  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Caerphilly  Co-operative  Party  have 
asked  the  committee  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  granting  financial  support  to  the 
local  Labour  candidate.  The  Secretary 
replied  that  under  the  party’s  constitution 
no  provision  was  made  for  a grant  in  aid  of 
other  than  Co-operative  candidates.  Several 
letters  have  also  been  received  from  constitu- 
encies making  inquiries  as  to  tlie  possibility 
of  running  Co-operative  candidates  at  the 
General  Election,  and  the  Secretary  is  mak- 
ing further  inquiries. 

Tlie  question  of  the  National  Committee 
making  a grant  in  support  of  the  expenses  of 
Co-operative  candidates  being  run  for  tlie 
Board  of  Guardians  lias  been,  raised  by  the 
Stockton  Party,  but  the  committee  point  out 
that  tlie  fund  is  available  for  making  grants 
to  Parliamentary  candidates  only. 

Reports  have  been  received  of  tlie  various 
sectional  conferences  which  have  recently 
been  held.  The  attendance  in  every  ease 
was  most  encouraging,  and  many  helpful 
criticisms  and  suggestions  were  received. 
At  Edinburgh  icne  indirect  result  was  the 
formation  of  the  Edinburgh  District  Co- 
operative Party. 

Messrs.  Ben  Turner,  R.  Walker,  and  Mill- 
wood  attended  the  last  meeting  of  the 
National  Committee  as  a deputation  from 
tlie  “ Daily  Herald,”  with  a view  of  enlist- 
ing the  Co-operative  Party ’6  support.  A 
useful  discussion  took  place.  The  general 
opinion  was  expressed  that  pending  tlie 
establishment  of  a co-operative  daily  paper 
a special  appeal  should  be  made  to  co-opera- 
tors  to  support  not  only  the  National  Co- 
operative Publishing  Society,  but  the 
“ Herald  ” as  well  in  every  possible  way. 

The  many  friends  of  Mrs.  Dora  Taylor,  a 
former  organiser  for  the  Co-operative  Party, 
will  be  interested  to  learn  that  she  recently 
spoke  at  a meeting  at  Stockport  in  support 
of  Mr.  Perry’s  candidature.  She  has  lost 
none  of  her  fire  and  enthusiasm,  and  her 
services  are  likely  to  be  of  great  value  iu  the 
constituency. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS 
THINK. 


things,  and  “ grin  and  bide 
can. 

“ Lestrian.” — It  is  unusuail  for  a man 
over  seventy  to  put  his  age  down  as  so-and 
so  “last  birthday,”  the  rule  being  for  a 
man  under  seventy  to  say  that,  but  for  one 
ever  seventy  to  say  next  birthday.  The 
over-seventy  man  is  inclined  to  be  rather 
proud  of  his  age,  as  the  under-seventy  man 
is  to  be  a little  ashamed  of  it.  At  seventy- 
eight  I fear  little  can  be  done  in  the  way 
of  a “cure”  of  your  complaint.  In  fact, 
it  is  a question  whether  it  is 

altogether  advisable  to  stop  tlie  “ loose- 
ness of  the  bowels,”  which  may 
be  checked  by  milk  diet,  cornflour, 
arrowroot,  milk  puddings,  and  such,  avoid- 
ing soups,  broths,  beef  tea,  fruit,  &c.  It  is 
something  of  a surprise  to  read  in  your 
letter  that  you  have  “ read  our  advice  in 
the  1 Medical  ’ of  the  * News  ’ for  foity 
years,”  and  thank  me  very  much  for  them. 
That  shows  what  a long  “ innings  ” in  the 
“ News  “ both  you  and  I have  had.  Long 
may  we — and  the  “News” — continue  to 
flourish  t 


A President's  Question. 

Sir, — In  the  “News”  of  last  week 
appeared  a short  article  upon  the  present 

Soeition  of  the  societies  in  the  Cleveland 
istrict  of  Yorkshire.  Tlie  article  stated 
that  the  East  Cleveland  Society  had  90 
per  cent,  of  its  members  unemployed,  and 
that  the  other  societies — Marskc,  Guis- 
borougli,  and  Skelton — were  in  great 
extremity,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  iron- 
stone mines  had  not  worked  for  twelve 
months. 

In  view  of  the  oft-repeated  etatement 
that  the  co-operative  movement  is  destined, 
eventually,  to  supersede  the  present  capi- 
talistic system,  tlie  result  of  tne  depression 
in  trade  in  this  district  gives  one  furiously 
to  think,  as  our  French  comrades  would 
say.  I am  personally  led  to  the  conclusion 
that,  so  far  as  tlie  societies  mentioned  are 
concerned,  and  Middlesbrough  may  be  in- 
cluded in  the  list,  co-operation  appears,  up 
to  the  present  time,  to  be  a mere  parasite 
upon  tlie  iron  industry.  When  the  indus- 
try flourished,  societies  flourished.  When 
industry  is  sick,  the  societies  are  affected 
even  more  than  industry,  and  until  the 
ironstone  is  once  more  required  for  the 
Middlesbrough  furnaces  the  societies  will 
continue  to  be  unable  to  stand  alone. 

What  is  it  that  is  lacking  in  the  move- 
ment that  prevents  it  being  able  to  stand 
the  storms  and  stress  of  industrial  disloca- 
tion? Is  it  that  we  are  following  the 
wrong  path  of  voluntary  co-operation,  and 
should  we  retrace  our  steps  and  take  the 
path  of  compulsory  co-operation  — 
nationalisation? — Yours  faithfully, 

D.  Lang. 

Chairman,  Middlesbrough  Society. 


Employees’  Wages. 


CALENDAR. 


MARCH. 


ANSWER  TO  v_C  RRESFONDENT. 

George  Stf.er. — We  are  thinking  about  it. 


Sir, — Regarding  the  letter  on  “ Em- 
ployees’ Wages”  by  Mr.  Golightly  in  the 
“News”  of  the  18th  ult. 

“ Surely  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  can 
take  into  confidence  our  men  and  women  and 
give  them  a place  on  our  boards  of  manage- 
ment.” I fully  endorse  these  lines  quoted 
from  his  letter. 

In  a movement  such  as  ours,  it  is  surpris- 
ing that  it  is  not  adopted  universally 
throughout.  It  is  adopted  in  a few  districts 
and  I believe  with  success. 

To  adopt  such  a method  would  greatly 
benefit  the  movement  and  its  members,  and 
give  added  interest  to  the  employees.  There 
are  matters  besides  wages  which  would 
engage  the  employee’s  attention  and 
.interest  in  the  movement  to  the  advantage 
of  all  within  it. 

We  boast  of  being  democratic.  Let  us 
commence  to  interest  the  employee.  I agree 
with  “John  Jones  of  Manchester  ” that 
employees  should  be  co-operators  first,  and 
secondly  trade  unionists.  It  is  obvious  from 
his  quotations  that  all  employees  are  not 
intere>sted.  Why  should  tliis  be?  It  is 
giving  the  he  to  the  movement  much  as  ours. 
“ All  for  each  and  each  for  all.” 

Consider  tlie  number  of  employees  em- 
ployed throughout  the  country.  If  only 
their  interest  as  traders  and  supporters  were 
gained  what  an  advantage  it  would  be! 
Then  we  could  say  truthfully  tc  are  a demo- 
cratic body.  I would  say:  Study  the 
employee  ; give  him  an  incentive — something 
to  arouse  his  interests  beyond  his  daily 
work;  give  him  a voice  on  the  board  of 
management  by  a representative  elected  by 
his  fellow-workers.  By  this  means  interest 
would  grow,  latent  thoughts  would  be  given 
energy,  and  such  methods  would  benefit  the 
whole  community. — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  J.  Eager. 

6,  Hillsborough  Terrace.  RumneV, 

Cardiff,  February  19th,  1922. 


Northern  Section. — East  Durham  District  Con. 
ferenee,  in  the  Y.M.C.A.  Premises,  Fowler- 
street.  South  Shields,  at  3 pjn.  Subject-, 
for  disouSSlou : (a)  »Tlu  Relation  of  a C'»- 
operator  to  His  or  Her  Own  Society  " , 
speaker,  Mr.  W.  Flynn  (Gateshead),  (b) 
" Tlie  Relation  of  a Society  to  tlie  C.W.S.” 
Speaker,  Mr.  W.  Clayton  (C.W.S.  director). 

Women's  Guild  (Lincoln  District).— Officiiil-' 
Classes,  in  the  Society’s  Education  Room, 
Lincoln,  at  2 p.m.  Teacher,  Mrs.  Unsworth. 

Women's  Guild.— Rochdale  District  Confcrcme 
in  the  Congregational  Schoolroom,  Haywood- 
road,  Onstleton,  at  3 p in.  Subjects  for  dis- 
cussion : -l  True  and  False  Economy  ” and 
"The  Workers'  Pres-."  Speaker,  Mr-. 
Proudfoot  (Colne). 

Northern  Section.— South  Durham  District.  Oon. 
ferenee,  in  the  Co-operati\c  Hall,  Durham,  at 
2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussicsi 
•‘Loyalty”;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  G. 
Riddle  (sectional  board). 

Northern  Section. — West  Durham  and  South 
Northumberland  District  Conference;  nt 

Consett,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  disco  - 
sion  : " Loyalty  to  he  introduced  by  Mr. 
E.  Saunders  (Consett). 


North-Western  Choral  Association.— Annual 

Meeting,  at  the  Co-operative  Institute,  Bell 
House-road,  Shiregreen,  Sheffield,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " Co-operntivo 

Choirs:  Sonic  Suggestions  for  their  Improve- 
ment and  Development.”  Address  by  Mr. 
J.  C.  Hill. 


North-Western  Educational  Association. — An- 
nual Meeting,  in  tlie  United  Motliodit, 
School,  Railway-street,  Chorley,  at.  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " Group  Work  and 
Organisation.”  Address  by  Mr.  S.  Davies. 


North-Western  Section.— Manchester  Diatri.t 
Association  : Special  Conference  of  Officials', 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Downing-slreol, 
Ardwiek,  Manchester,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subje.  t. 
for  consideration:  "Co-operative  Societies 

and  Present-Day  Problems to  bo  int re- 
duced by  Mr.  A.  Hynd  (secretary,  Fail.- 
worth  Society). 


North-Western  Section. — North  Lancashire  Di 
triefc  Conference,  in  the  Victorm-stre. 
Schools,  Victoria-street,  Blackpool,  at  3 p i 
Subject  for  consideration  : ” The  C.W.S, 
What  ii  Does,  at  d How  it  Dot  It  to  i 
introduced  bv  Mr.  A.  Vnrlcy  (directo 
C.W.S.). 


Southern  Section.— Cambridge  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Newniurk.  t, 
at.  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : ” Tim 
Present  Position  of  the  Co-operative  Mov« 
ment " ; to  lie  introduced  by  Mr.  W.  T, 
Charter  (C.W.S.  director). 


Southern  Sectional  Conference,  in  the  C.W  S. 
Assembly  Room,  Lemnn-strect,  London,  El, 
ot  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " In- 
tensive Co-operative  Production.”  Spcak-r, 
Mr.  Fred  Bromley. 


, Women’s  Guild.— Nottingham  District  Confer, 
cnee,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Ernst  Kirk  by 
nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Cnpilui 
and  Trade."  Address  by  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
(Guild  President). 

Sheemess  Society's  Education  Department  - 
Week-end  School,  on  Hie  Society  s Preinn-o, 
Sheerness,  at  2-30  and  6-30  p.m.  on  Satur- 
day, mid  11  a, m.  and  3 p.m.  on  Sunday, 
Lecturer,  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A. 


PUBLIC  AUDITORS. 


A deputation  from  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  ami  tlie  Labour  Party  waited 
on  tlie  Patronage  Secretaries  to  tlie  Treasury 
on  Wednesday  last  week  with  reference  to 
the  new  regulations  governing  the  appoint- 
ment of  public  auditors.  The  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  were  represented  by  Sir 
Thomas  Allen,  Messrs.  Goodenough,  Riddle, 
Weir,  Whitehead,  and  A.  V.  Alexander 
(secretary).  Messrs.  W.  Adamson,  T. 
Griffiths,  Lunn,  and1  Lindsay  attended 
from  the  Labour  Party.  A strong  race 
for  a withdrawal  of  tlie  new  regulations 
was  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Allen  and 
Messrs.  May  ‘and  Alexander.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  private. 


By 

Appointment 


U.M‘.  the  Kinji 


Often  “ Whipped  ” 
fiever  Beaten 


For  absolute  purity  and  delicate 
richness  of  flavour,  Nestld's  Cream 
is  unequalled— it  is  a cream  you 
can  use  with  confidence  and 
satisfaction  for  every  purpose. 


NESTLES 


PURE 

THICK 


CREAM 


"MILKMAID’’  BRAND 

Guaranteed  absolutely  pure.  No 
preservative  at  all.  It  is  sold  » 
all  Co-operative  Stores,  and  U 
packed  by 


NESTLE'S, 

6-8,  Eastcheap,  London.  I 
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BEHOLD!  SPRING  IS  HERE. 


C.W.S.  ^Drapery  Sdow  ’(sells  us  So. 

MODES  FOR  CO-OPERATORS  BY  CO-OPERATORS. 


BY  OUR  OWN  WOMAN  REPRESENTATIVE. 


SKETCHES  BY  OUR  OWN  ARTIST. 


Green,  brown,  and  gold  georgetle  combine  to  make 
this  charming  hat.  Jade  green  covers  the  crown,  the 
under  brim  being  of  brown,  which  Is  edged  with  jade 
green  and  oold  namw  ribbon.  The  only  other  decora- 
tion Is  a shaded  green  tfnd  yellow  rose.— (Sketched  nt 
the  C.W.S.  Show.) 


There  is  a Russian  effect  about 
this  navy  blue  georgette 
toque,  which  Is  trimmed  with 
blue  and  pink  beads.  This 
chic  combination  was  seen  at 
Monday's  show. 


After  (having  shivered  through  a long, 
cold,  and  tedious  winter,  our  C'.W.S. 
Drapery  Shows  come  to  remind  us  that 
blue  skies  and  bright  suns  still  exist  for 
fortunate  mortals.  On  Monday  last  the 
display  held  in  the  beautiful  showrooms 
at  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  gave  a 
splendid  indication  of  this.  The  weather 
relented  for  tluj  occasion.  Not  only  was  the 
air  full  of  the  promise  of  spring,  but  as 
ivo  drew  near  to  the  (building  under  the 
clock  tower  we  were  soon  made  aware  of 
the  rumours  of  the  coming  mode.  And  no 
sooner  inside  the  beautiful  salons  than 
aii  infinite  choice  of  fairy-like  spring  frocks 

the  first  budding  and  blossoming  of  the 

spring  mode  was  revealed.  What  a 
great  deal  there  was  to  learn  about  all  the 
surprising  and  delightful  things  the  C.W.S. 
has  in  store  for  men  and  women.  So  much, 
indeed,  that  each  one  owes  it  -to  himself 
or  herself  to  have  as  comprehensive  an 
idea  as  possible  of  all  that  our  C.W.S.  has 
to  offer,  so  that  they  may  make  the  most 
of  their  purchases  at  their  stores  this 
coining  season. 

Tlie  first  whispers,  then,  about  spring 
fashions  must  he  regarding  shades,  and  so 
far  as  last  Monday's  show  was  concerned 
the  colours  for  the  .spring  costumes  are 
subdued,  brown  playing  a good  second  to 
black,  wliile  the  whole  range  of  beige 
holds  sway.  But  there  will  be 
colours,  particularly  in  jumpers  and 
blouses,  while  the  printed  foulards  and 
cretonnes  and  similar  fabrics  will  be  full 
of  brilliance,  and  with  the  navy  or  black 
and  brown  suits  and  the  one-piece  dresses 
bright  trimmings  are  to  be  introduced 
either  into  the  wide  sleeves  or  on  the 
skirts.  And  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  low-waist  line  is  still  general,  though 
not  exaggerated  - skirts  have  lengthened; 
neck-lines  are  lxigher,  and  sleeves  are 
longer,  as  well  as  more  varied  in  character. 

Tlie  irresistible  impulse  of  all  buyers  and 
committeemen  and  women — of  whom  there 
were  many  representatives  on  Monday — is 
always  to  make  for  the  mantle,  millinery, 
and  blouse  departments:  and,  of  course, 
as  is  most  natural,  the  Erst  spring  offering 
must  be  a new  hat,  of  which  there  will  be 
many  very  bright  tendencies  during  the 
coming  season.  The  C.W.S.  milliner  gave 
us  an’  assurance  of  this  on  Monday  with 


The  smart  woman 
will  welcome  the 
new  beautiful  sllp- 
on  jumpers  with 
t h g decorative 
bead  ornamenta- 
tions. There  was 
a charming  selec- 
tion ol  these  exqui- 
sitely designed 
blouses  at  last 
Monday's  show. 


Here  Is  a garment 
designed  for  beauty 
and  usefulness.  It 
is  a combined  cam- 
bric princess  petti- 
coat with  ■'  cam  ” 
attached.  it  has 
been  made  by  co- 
operative workers 
at  the  C.W.S. 
factory. 


pleased  everybody  was  the  moderate  charge 
for  all  models ; in  fact,  as  one  customer 
observed,  “ the  hats  are  cheap.”  Moderate 
in  size  and  in  price  were  the  “tag* la”  in 
bright  browns,  purples,  reds,  and  mauve,  of 
which  tlie  mode  is  not  yet  tired. 

But  brown  and  spring  seem  closely 
allied  this  year,  and  many  beautiful 
toques  and  other  small  shapes  were  seen 
swathed  in  char- 


meuse,  eire  rib- 
bon, and  in  brown 
woven  s t r a w. 

Firmness  and  soft- 
ness  combined 
the  newest  liats 
in  cire  and  lace 
veils.  All  the  day 
salesmen  were  busy 
selling  these 
smart  cheap 
models.  Mean- 
while, the  fresh- 
ness and  beauty 
of  the  straws, 
flowers,  feathers, 
perfumes,  and 
other  accessories 
filled  one  with  irri- 
tation, making  one 
simply  hunger  for 
something  fresh 
and  exquisite  and 
totally  new. 

Not  only  was  tilt 
millinery  a source 
of  fascination  at 
Monday’s  Show, 
but  the  young 
people's  and  blouse 
and  underclothing 
departments  were 
gladdening  in  their 
first  promises  of 
spring.  The 
C.W.S.  buyers 
to-day  give  to 
children’s  clones 
the  same  charm 
and  originality 
that  mark  the 
grown-up  designs. 

Nothing  more 
beautiful  and  more 
specialised  w a s 
ever  seen  at  one 
of  these  slio  w s 
than  what  was  displayed  on  Monday. 
There  was  everything  needed  for  “ His 
Majesty  ” from  the  moment  he  conies  into 
the  world.  The  beautiful  basket  and 

dainty  baby  cribs,  not  forgetting  baby's 
“undies”  and  robes,  were  just 


prattle  of  the  “ good  old  days,”  .but 
visit  to  any  C.W.S.  Drapery  Show  i 
Manchester  will  convince  anyone  that  now 
is  the  time  to  be  born.  So  many  beautiful, 
serviceable  frocks,  coats,  hats,  and  bonnets 
were  to  be  seen  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  devote  a special  article  to  these,  with 
special  illustrations. 

To  come  back  to  the  needs  of  the  adults 
with  tlie  coming  of 


le  or  i 


Two  smart  coat  frocks  of  • 
left  one  Is  trimmed  with  contrast  silk  floss  stitching 
and  chenille  ombroldery.  Prices  range  from  56s.  3d. 
to  110s.  The  right  one  Is  trimmed  with  coloured  floss 
stltchlno  and  cloth  buttons,  with  a sash  on  each  side. 
Can  be  bought  as  fc>w  as  61s.  9d.  Both  models  are 
lined  to  waist.  Order  at  your  store  from  C.W.S., 
Manchester. 


A set  of  under-garments 
made  at  the  C.W.S.  under- 
clothing  factory,  carried 
out  In  white  cambric. 
The  “ cam  " and  knickers 
are  trimmed  with  Valen- 
ciennes lace,  and  threaded 
with  narrow  blue  ribbon. 


l>er  very  glowing  fl.upe-red  geogetto 
picture  hat,'  trimmed  with  a flower  of  the 
sanio  shade,  and  in  shape  delightfully 
reminiscent  of  Gainsborough.  This  so 
captivated  the  buyers  that  orders  were 
immediately  forthcoming.  Tlie  show-case 
“ flame  ” millinery  was  made  perfect  with 
suggestive  drapings  of  the  new  “Sevres” 
■mm.  and  .slvowed,  the  power  of  the 
creative  artist.  Une'nibdel  of  gorgeous  red 
ire  nbbon,  turned  up  from  the  face,  was 
most  smart  and  striking.  And  wliat 


The  popularity  ol 
white  bone  girdle 
rings  and  fancy  piping 
trimming  Is  demon- 
strated in  this  costume 
ot  navy  gabardine, 
trimmed  on  collar  and 
cuffs  with  lawn  ol  the 
same  material. 


dreams  of  delight,  making  one  want 
to  extend  one’s  life,  for  three  hundred 
years.  Whichever  way  one  turned  in  this 
room  there  were  charming,  gay-colourful 
pictures,.  Grown-ups  may  continue  to 


of  the  imperfect  one. 


spring,  the  n e 
jumper,  or  blouse, 
.and  new  under- 
clothing become 
mutters"  of  conse- 
quence, of  which 
there  were  charm- 
ing visions  at 
Monday's  Show,  to 
which  our  sketches 
1 will  bear  testi- 
| mony. 

Again  there  was 
d i s t i notion  in 
everything  shown 
in  the  mantle  de- 
partment. There 
was  a tendency  to 
trim  tlie  models 
with  the  material 
itself,  used  in 
tucks,  folds, 
bands,  .and  oord- 
ings.  Embroidery 
w a s no  longer 
shown  to  the  same 
extent  as  last 
year.  As  the  Show 
revealed,  t li  e 
popularity  of  serge 
is  by  no  means 
exhausted,  a n d 
the  p r e 1 1 i 1 y 
coloured  striped 
white  serge  skirts 
will  be  certain  to 
have  many  de- 
votees. The  one- 
piece  frocks  on 
view,  and  the  cos- 
tumes with  their 
horizontal  drap- 
eries, will  accen- 
tuate all  the  sup- 
pleness o if  t li  e 
perfect  figure,  and 
disguise  tlie  faults 
And  just  as  every 


taste  is  considered  in  the  styles  of  costumes 
at  the  C.W.S.,  so  is  every  type  of  figure 
catered  for  in  the  way  of  corsets.  In  these 
days  women  are  more  rational  and  more 
knowledgable  in  matters  that  concern  the 
health,  and  have  learnt  to  appreciate  a 
corset  combining  comfort  and  hygiene, 
which  our  own  C'.W.S.  is  turning  out  from 
the  “Desbeau”  factory.  Perhaps  more 
than  any  other,  tlie  Ellesmere,”  “ The 
Marvel,”  and  “ The  211  A ” combine  these 
qualities.  On  (Monday  they  seemed  to  be 
magical  in  line  and  in  comfort.  Try  them 
is  what  we  say.  Tlie  “ corslet  shapes  ” 
were  almost  ns  fascinating  as  the  camisoles, 
and  are  made  for  any  figure;  while  the 
elastic  corsets,  by  their  flexibility,  are 
essentially  suited  for  sports  or  for  evening 
wear. 

Enchantment  lay  in  many  directions  on 
Monday,  particularly  in  tlie  children's 
department — of  which,  as  already  stated, 
more  will  be  written — but  how  the  fasti- 
dious woman  may  also  achieve  daintiness 
was  shown  in  the  salon  usually  devoted 
to  furs.  On  Monday  this  room  pro- 
claimed that  not  only  is  spring  here, 
but  that  summer  is  coming.  The  bright 
“ tubbv  ” and  “ jazzy  ” parasols,  the 
dainty  ‘ fichus  with  ostrich  trimmings,  the 
light  ' shoulder  fox  furs,  and  marabout 
feather  wraps,  not  forgetting  thedight  gloves 
of  Engisb  make  and  suede  finish,  were  all  as 
beautiful  as  all  hope  the  weather  will  be 
during  the  coming  season. 


SPECIAL  MENTION. 


Nigger  brown  is  to  be  the  leading  colour, 
not  only  in  dress  materials,  but  in  the  choice 
of  stockings.  “ Very  little  alteration  in 
style,”  said  tlie  manager.  The  charm  of 
the  woollen  hose,  in  addition  to  its  comfort 
and  enduring  qualities,  was  that,  it  came 
fioni  Huth waite. 

Then  women  ought  to  know  what  the 
C.W.S.  can  do  for  them  in  providing  artistic 
coverings,  and  on  Monday  these  were  irri- 
sistible'.  The  “ Beadora  " voille  was,  by 
the  way.  original,  being  a cluster  design  of 
white  dots  made  from  a specially  prepared 
paste,  on  a background  of  navy  blue,  pro- 
ducing a white  beaded  effect. 

Beautiful  embroidered  Irish  linen  bed- 
spreads rivalled  the  new  creation  of  tlie  old- 
world  Paisley  pattern,  and  special  mention 
must  be- made  of  the  cot  “spreads,”  with 
their  teddy  bear  and  “nursery”  designs. 


^ In  dress  materials,  gabardine  from  the 
C.W  .8.  factories  at  Bradford  and  Buckfast- 
K igh  stood  pre-eminent-,  while  the  Shantung 
and  Jap  silks  from  our  own  depots  in  Japan 
evoked  enthusiasm,  the  latter  being  cheap 
owing  to  the  saving  of  importers'  profits. 

Every  co-operative  housewife  would  have 
been  delighted  with  what  was  seen  in  the 
curtain  department.  Shimmering  laciuess 
was  everywhere.  And  popular  as  are  tlie 
Madras  all-over  nets,  casement  waterfalls 
are  favoured.  Individuality  oan  always  be 
expressed  in  the  choice  of  curtains  if  pur- 
chases are  made  at  the  C.W.S. 

But  the  last  word  will  never  have  been 
written  about  the  daintiness  and  charm  of 
the  linen  and  luce  duchess  and  toilet  sets, 
“Jazz”  linings  direct  from  Bury  added  au 
Eastern  touch  of  colouring,  besides  being 
something  new. 

Then  who  would  not  be  proud  to  own  the 
snowy  white  pillow-eases,  stand  and  cushion 
cmers  from  “over  the  border”?  while  the 
leal  warm  flannel  From  the  Littleborough 
.mill  is  always  worthy  of  recommendation. 
And  as  this  factory  is  turning  out 
to-day  really  wonderful  “blazer"  cloths, 
every  co-operative  boy  and  girl  should  pos- 
sess an  attractive  sports  coat  bearing  the 
C.W.S.  trade  mark. 


THE  “MERE  MAN.” 


He  is  not  overlooked  by  our  C.W.S.  In 
the  men's  departments  there  was  as  fine  a 
show  as  elsewhere;  and  again  things  wore 
iguoli  cheaper  than  last  season.  Shirts 
alone  were  40  to  50  per  cent,  cheaper; 
C.W.S.  pyjamas  were  also  extraordinarily 
good  and  cheap,  while  the  same  could  be 
said  of  engineers’  and  artisans'  overalls. 
And  no  one  could  grumble  at  7s.  for  a 
strong  linen  shirt,  or  5s.  6d.  for  a summer- 
time print  shirt  in  fast  colour  striped  in 
pink,  blue,  or  green.  Another  special  lino 
was  the  boy’s  grey  school  shirt,  just  what 
boys  love  with  a pair  of  sports'  drawers. 
For  the  “ sonnies,”  too,  were  straw  and 
panama  hats,  to  he  replaced  for  every  day 
by  a little  serge  and  velvet  pull-on  hats, 
retailing  2s.  lid.!  The  “Tunic”  shirts, 
made  at  the  Paisley  factory,  would  cause 
a flutter  in  any  male’s  breast.  They  are 
the  last  word  in  elegance,  with  stiff  neck- 
bands, and  retailed  from  4s.  6d.  upwards  I 

Hats!  Well,  the  “mere  man”  will  bo 
as  bewildered  in  choice  as  the  woman. 
Soft  tweeds,  “ Trilbies,”  or  a <ap.  mado 
at  our  own  factory,  while  for  town  wear, 
to  be  in  the  fashion,  a plain  finished  soft 
gpey  hat,  with  contrasting  bnnds,  should 
be  sported.  The  latest  “ bowler  " has  a 
cornicle  crown  and  a heavy  roll  curl. 

A new  suit?  Yes,  the  C.W.S.  caters  I 
The  instructions  are:  “Go  to  your  society 
to  be  measured,  and  a suit  will  be  turned 
out  at  a startlingly  low  figure,  quite  tho 
latest  in  fashion,  and  made  under  trado 
union  conditions.  This  amazing  offer  has 
given  a fresh  impetus  to  trade,  and  inun- 
dated the  department  with  orders.  It  is 
no  organised  stunt,  but  a regular  line  of 
legitimate  business,  which  is  to  be  con- 
tinued. No  one  else  could  rival  the  C.W.S. 
50s.  serge  suit,  which  is  minus  dividend. 
The  scheme  was  inaugurated  to  meet  the 
hard-pressed  artisan,  and  its  success 
has  been  so  rapid  that  it  stands  a 
chance  of  becoming  world  famous.  Tho 
department-  can  cope  with  2,000  orders 
weekly.  It  lies  with  the  wives  and  mothers 
to  see  that  their  husbands  and  sons  aro 
clothed  in  new  suits  priced  at  a true  pre- 
war figure. 


By 

Appointment 


To 

II. M.  the  King. 


The  name  of  Nestle's  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 


Nestle  s Milk 


THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

English  or  Swiss 


IDEAL  MILK 


(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 


decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-3,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 
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REAL  TEST  OF  ECONOMY. 

MONEY  SPENT  ON  EDUCATION. 


Kf.kn  interest  was  aroused  in  a conference 
recently  held  at  the  Co-operative  - Hall. 
Penge,  under  the  joint  auspices  ot  the 
South  Suburban  Society's  educational  de- 
partment and  the  South-Eastern  District  ot 
the  Workers’  Educational  Association. 
Delegates  attended  from  co-operative,  trade 
union,  and  labour  organisations. 

The  Rev.  E.  J.  Barson.  who  presided,  con- 
tended that  education  was  the  best  possible 
investment  which  the  country  could make. 
The  money  spent  on  education  was  the  real 
test  of  economy,  rather  than  the  amount  of 
money  cut  off  education. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Mactavish  (general  secretary  of 
the  W.E.A.)  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

That  this  conference  is  of  the  opinion  that 
working-class  organisation  has  reached 
a stage  in  social  development  which 
makes  it  imperative  that  the  working- 
class  movement  should  devise  a method 
by  which  it  will  be  able  to  co-ordinate 
its  educational  activities,  control  and 
organise  its  own  system  of  adult  educa- 
tion on  lines  that  will  enable  it  to  co- 
operate with  existing  facilities,  attract 
to  its  service  fully  qualified  tutors,  and 
attain  an  educational  standard  that  will 
justify  its  claim  that  cost  of  tuition 
should  be  met  from  public  funds. 

He  traced  the  working  class  and  trade  union 
developments.  Twenty-nine  years  ago  there 
were  only  a million-and-a-half  trade 
unionists,  but  up  to  a. year  ago  these  figures 
had  increased  to  five  millions.  He  claimed 
that  trade  unionism  changed  the  whole 
mental  habits  of  the  wage  earners,  as 
organisation  brought  them  into  touch  with 
human  society  and  its  problems  in  an  en- 
tirely new  way.  The  powerful  Labour  Party 
of  to-day  was  non-existent  a century  ago. 
In  that  period  there  had  been  a wonderful 
development  of  the  co-operative  movement, 
which  now  numbered  4,500,000  members. 
The  effect  of  this,  he  pointed  out,  was  that 
the  public  representatives  on  bodies  which 
controlled  local  affairs  could  now  say  that 
they  represented  the  organised  workers. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Councillor 
Cole  (Beckenham),  and  carried  after  a long 
and  interesting  discussion. 


ONE  OF  FIRST  FORTY. 


NORWICH  PIONEERS  DEATH. 


Mr.  J.  Brown  (Norwich),  who  has  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  has  had  a 
long  association  with  the  trade  union  and 
co-operative  movements,  and  was  for  nearly 
fifty  years  the  treasurer  of  the  Norwich 
' branch  of  the  A.S.E.  (now  A.E.U.).  He 
ceased  working  in  Miarch,  1007,  and  after 
forty-five  years’’ membership  of  the  A.S.E. 
received  his  superannuation  benefit.  His 
father  was  also  a member  of  the  same 
society,  and  he  joined  as  early  as  1851,  and 
received  superannuation  for  thirteen  years. 

Mr.  Brown  was  one  of  the  first  forty  mem- 
bers to  form  the  present  Norwich  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  and  Mr.  E.  Canned  (Thorpe 
St.  Andrew)  was  an  active  member  with 
him  in  the  early  days  of  1875,  when  the 
society  was  started.  Mr.  Brown  was  the 
president  in  1878.  His  activities  were*  not 
confined  to  these  movements,  as  up  to  the 
date  of  his  death  he  was  a trustee  of  the 
Ancient  Oufler  of  Shepherds.  Not  until 
December,  1920,  did  he  relinquish  his  posi- 
tion os  treasurer  to  the  A.E.U.,  and  until 
one  month  prior  to  his  death  he  took  keen 
interest  in  the  branch  meetings ; only  on 
three  occasions  can  his  absence  be  recorded 
during  his  lengthy  service. 


NEW  BLOOD  AND  NEW  IDEAS. 

SCHEMES  FOR  DEVELOPING  ADOLESCENT.  EDUCATION. 


PAPER  BY  MR.  J.  REEVES  (WOOLWICH). 


PR.  DISCUSSED  AT  DOVER. 

On  Tuesday,  February  21st,  the  education 
committee  of -the  River  and  Distiict  Society 
(Dover)  arranged  a lecture  in  the  Co-opera- 
tive Hall.  Mr.  A.  J.  Gray  (assistant 
seonctarv,  Proportional  Representation 
Society)  explained  " Why  Citizens  do  not 
take  more  interest  in  the  work  of  their  local 
Council,”  and  conducted'  a model  election 
nuclei  Proportional  Representation  Rules. 
The  Mayor  of,  Dover  was  in  the  chair,  and 
great  interest  was  taken  in  the  proceedings, 
seventy-five  persons  taking  part  in  the 
election.  A resolution  was  adopted  lor  sub- 
mission to  the  Town  Council  expressing  nj>- 
proval  of  the  principle  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation for  municipal  and  Parliamentary 
elections,  and  requesting  the  Dover  Town 
Council  to  give  their  consideration  and  sup- 
port to  the  Local  Election  (Proportional 
Representation)  Bill. 


LONDON'S  NEW  STORE. 

A WF.1.I -EQUIPPED  departmental  store  was 
formally  opened  by  the  London  Society  at 
South-street,  Romford,  on  Wednesday  last. 
The  departments  include  groceries,  provi- 
sions, bakery,  butchery,  drapery,  millinery, 
boots,  hardware,  Arc.  The  work  at  the  new 
branch  has  been  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 
Subsequently,  concert-meetings  were  held  at 
’ the  Corn  Exchange  and  Public  Baths.  A 
report  will  be  published  in  our  next  week's 
issue 


[By  Our  Own  Reporter.] 


The  important  question  of  adolescent 
education  in  the  movement  was  the  timely 
subject  for  discussion  at  a conference  held 
by  the  Southern  Education  Association  at 
the  C.W.S.  Assembly  Hall,  Leman-street. 
London,  E.,  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Ralph 
Hibbertl  (president),  in  opening  the  pro- 
ceedings. apologised  for  the  absence  of  Mr. 
W.  J.  Foster  (lion,  secretary),  who  was 
suffering  from  an  attack  of  muscular 
rheumatism,  and  also  of  Mr.  J.  Reeves. 
Before  commencing  the  business  announced 
lie  desired  to  submit  a special  emergency 
resolution  which  had  been  circulated 
amongst  the  delegates.  It  was  quite  evi- 
dent that  there  was  a division  of  opinion 
in  the  Government  and  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  'the  question  of  economy  as 
far  as  educational  matters  were  concerned, 
and  the  committee  of  the  association 
thought  it  only  right  that  every  opportu- 
nity should  be  taken  advantage  of  to 
express  the  opinion  of  working  people  on 
this  most  vital  question.  He  then  moved, 
on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Council,  a reso- 
lution expressing  the  emphatic  opinion 
“ that  any  decrease  of  the  existing  facili- 
ties for  the  education  of  the  children  of 
the  people  will  be  a piece  of  class  legisla- 
tion and  disgrace  to  the  supporters  of  it.” 
This  was  seconded  by  a delegate,  and 
carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  a demon- 
stration would  be  held  at  the  Central  Hall, 
WestmiiT^ter,  on  Saturday  next  He 
hoped  that  everyone  would  take  advantage 
of  impressing  their  opinions  on  Members 
of  Parliament,  as  suggested  bv  Mr.  Rae 
in  this  week’s  “ Co-operative  News.” 

The  Neglect  of  Our  Young  People. 

Mr.  G.  S.  M.  Ellis,  B.A.,  read  an  admir- 
able paper  written  by  Mr.  Joseph  Reeves 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational 
secretary,  on  “ The  Co-operative  Organisa- 
tion of  Adolescent  Education.”  The  state- 
ment recently  made  at  a London  conference 
by  Professor  Hall  that  although  20.000 
juniors  had  been  organised  in  winter 
classes,  guilds,  Arc.,  only  300  at  the  most 
pass  into  senior  co-operative  organisations, 
was  quoted  as  a complete  admission  of  tl>e 
movement’s  failure  to  take  the  full  benefit 
of  the  time  and  money  spent  upon  the 
organisation  of  the  junior  co-operator.  11  In 
a word,”  Mr.  Reeves  contended,  ” we  have 
absolutely  and  slnuhefully  neglected  our 
young  people,  aqd  no  movement  can  hope 
to  develop  and  become  useful  in  the  nffairs 
of  men  and*  women,  which  fails  to  interest 
the  adolescent,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
no  new  blood  is  being  infused  into  the 
movement,  no  new  ideas  are  forthcoming, 
and  no  future  members  are  being  made.” 
Having  examined  the  capitalistic  bias  of 
the  present  educational  system,  Mr. 
Reeves  urged  that  it  was  the  first  duty  for 
co-operators  to  make  a serious  effort  to 
counteract  this  anti-co-operative  bia*s  on 
the  part  of  all  educational  institutions 
which  conn?  under  the  influence  of  the 
capitalist  State.  Pending  the  inaugura- 
tion of  a new  system  of  education  their 
work  would  be  to  counteract  the  capitalist 
bias  of  the  present  method  by  presenting 
the  co-operative  theory  of  society  on  all 
possible  occasions. 

New  Methods  for  Old  Truths. 

As  to  educational  methods  for  training 
the  adolescents,  Mr.  Reeves  suggested 
that  there  should  be  lectures  on  social 
problems,  delivered  in  a chatty  style,  with 
pleat;'  of  illustrations  by  lantern,  cine- 
mntDgraph,  and  prints;  debates  and  mock 
Parliaments  to  create  interest  in  social 
problems  should  be  encouraged.  History 
again  must  be  presented  in  a much  broader 
form  than  it  had  been  previously  taught 
in  the  elementary  schools.  The  young 
people  had  a keen  appreciation  of  the 
beautiful,  which  should  be  encouraged  to 
the  greatest  extent.  If  they  desired  to 
write  poetry  or  paint  pictures,  or  even 
compose  music,  encourage  them,  and  the 
guildroom  should  contain  their  efforts  in 
this  direction.  Nature  study  in  conjunc- 
tion with  rambles  into  the  country  should 
form  part  of  the  summer  programme,  also 
visits  to  museums,  picture  galleries,  and 
theatres.  They  should  stimulate  young 
people  to  make  inquiries  ns  to  the  history 
cif  tneir  town  or  district,  dig  out  the  records 
of  the  place,  find  the  most  ancient  build- 
ings, make  geological  investigations,  and„ 
if  there  were  woods  near  by,  organise 
natural  history  searches.  They  might  also 
compile  lists  of  men  a riff  women  known  to 
history  who  had  resided  in  the  district. 
Mr.  Reeves  also  advocated  woodcraft  and 
campcraft.  “ The  woodcraft  trail,”  he 
contended,  ” is  one  of  the  most  fascinating 
developments  of  modern  times,  and  if  the 
co-operative  movement  will  adopt  Kibbo 
Kift  our  juvenile  and  adolescent  organisa- 
tions will  flourish  and  multiply.” 

Young  People’s  Councils. 

As  to  organisation,  it  was  suggested 
that  each  society  should  form  a Young 
People’s  Council  to  co-ordinate  the  work 
of  the  various  young  people’s  organisa- 
tions, and  from  that  council,  district,  sec- 
tional, and  national  organisations  should 
grow,  the  council  bemg  the  unit  of 
organisation.  The  Young  Comrades’ 
Guilds — the  Central  Education  Committee’s 


name  for  the  organisation — would  have  its 
own  national  paper,  a development  of  “Our 
Circle,”  now  published  by  the  National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society,  in  addi- 
tion to  local  magazines  edited  and  written 
by  the  young  people  themselves,  and  type- 
written or  duplicated  if  printing  is 
impossible.  He  proposed  to  the  Central 
Education  Committee  that  they  should 
take  their  courage  in  their  hands  and  forth- 
with form  a National  Young  People’s 
organisation  of  the  existing  groups,  and 
appoint  a national  organiser. 

Referring  to  the  correspondence  which 
had  been  published  in  the  ” Co-opemtive 
News  ” between  Professor  Hall  and  him- 
self Mr.  Reeves  stated  that  he  still  con- 
tended, in  spite  of  what  Professor  Hall 
had  said,  that  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee should  be  in  a position  to  supply 
the  educational  requisites  lie  had  requested 
should  be  supplied.  It  would  be  an  enor- 
mous help  to  those  people  who  were 
endeavouring  to  interest  children  and 
young  people  in  co-operation  if  they  could 
be  supplied  with  the  extracts  from  lCnglish 
literature,  the  pictures,  Arc.,  mentioned  in 
” Through  Play  to  Understanding.”  the 
text-book  for  our  junior  circles  or  guilds. 
Moreover,  clearly- written  weekly  lesson  notes 
for  teachers,  far  from  acting  as  a dull  unifier 
of  tuition,  would  help  to  tone  up  enor- 
mously their  teaching,  for  the  teacher 
would  be  supported  and  would . have  the 
confidence  necessary  to  give  a satisfactory 
class  lesson. 

A Woolwich  Example. 

The  Central  Education  Committee  had 
stated  that  they  found  difficulty  in  per- 
suading musicians,  composers,  authors, 
and  dramatists  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
movement  on  the  cultural  side.  His  own 
society  had  gathered  together  interested 
men  and  women  who  had  perceived  the 
value  of  co-operation  from  the  artistic 
standpoint.  Mr.  John  Rodgers,  Mus.  Bac., 
was  writing  an  operetta  ; Mr.  F.  J.  Gould 
uas  writing  a celebration,  and  Dr.  Hay- 
wood had  already  u-ritten  a celebration  to 
Robert  Owen.  They  intended  asking  a 
uell-known  co-operative  teacher  to  write  a 
co-operative  play. 

"Let  us  have  our  celebration  to  great 
men  and  women,”  Mr.  Reeves  concluded, 
11  and  so  develop  a beautiful  co-operative 
ritual ; let  us  have  our  lesson  notes  for 
teachers,  charts,  pictures,  and  all  the 
apparatus  necessary  for  the  successful 
conduct  of  class  lessons;  let  us  have  our 
own  woodcraft  groups,  where  the  young 
people  will  learn  to  love  the  countryside 
and  the  woodland.  All  these  things  are 
real  and  valuable  contributions  to  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth . ’ ’ 

In  the  discussion  there  Mas  a general 
agreement  with  the  views  expressed  by 
Mr.  Reeves.  The  speakers  included  Mrs. 
Pugh  (Tooting).  Mrs.  Elliott  (London). 
Mr.  A.  Clripps  (Royal  Arsenal),  Mr.  Bell 
(Wimbledon),  and  delegates  from  Peter- 
borough and  Croydon. 

C.E.C.’s  Position. 

Miss  .T.  P.  Madams  (Executive  Council) 
stated  that  she  desired  to  remove  the 
erroneous  impression  that  the  Central 
Education  Committee  Mere  not  keenly 
interested  in  adolescent  education.  As  far 
back  as  1908  a special  conference  dealt 
with  the  matter,  and  the  whole  of  the 
societies  Mere  circularised.  The  -commit- 
tee had  stated  that  the  time  Mas  not 
opportune  for  the  formation  of  a national 
organisation.  The  committee  had  to  M’ork 
with  a very  small  amount  of  funds.  The 
committee  had  suggested  that  for  the 
present  rallies  should  he  held. 

On  the  proposnl  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Salmon  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  "'as  accorded  to  Mr. 
Reeves  for  his  able  paper,  and  to  Mr.  Ellis 
for  his  excellent  reading  and  answering  ctf 
questions. 


JUNIOR  GUILD'S  EFFORT. 

Under  the  control  of  its  versatile  secre- 
tary (Mrs.  G.  W.  Pa  Hitt),  assisted  by  Miss 
Hilton’s  dancing  troupe,  the  Higligate 
Junior  Guild  recently  rendered  the  play  of 
” Red  Riding  Hood  ” in  four  acts,  with 
scenic  arrangements,  in  a manner  that 
Mould  have  done  credit  to  any  West  End 
theatre.  Every  detail  of  the  play  and 
arrangements  Mere  carried  out  by  co-opera- 
tors, the  only  disappointed  persons  being 
those  who  came  late  and  could  scarcely 
squeeze  into  the  room. 

Hitherto  the  Guild  has  been  financial]; 
supported  by  the  voluntary  efforts  of  the 
Higbgate  adult  guilds,  but  the  juniors, 
noM-  having  learnt  what  Robert  Burns 
♦•ailed  ” The  glorious  spirit  of  indepen- 
dence.” have -raised  sufficient  funds  to  get 
a good  start  in  the  present  year. 


The  report  of  the  Reading  Society,  pr. 
seated  at  the  quarterly  meeting,  showed 
that  the  sales  for  the  half-year  amounted  to 
£257.206,  a decrease  in  cash  values,  but  an 
increase  as  regards  the  bulk  of  goods  sup- 
plied. The  membership  now  totals  15.336, 
a net  increase  of  101. 


A WOOLWICH  PIONEER. 

spreading  the  principles  in 
U.S.A. 


London  co-operators  Mill  be  interested 
to  learn  that  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  C'o-operative  Society,  Mr. 
William  Rose,  is  now  living  at  Trenton,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  taking  some 
concern  in  the  spread  of  Rochdale  co- 
operation in  Amenta.  He  Mae  recently 
asked  by  the  Co-operative  League  of 
America  to  tell  the  members  something  of 
the  early  WoolM'ich  days,  and  has  written 
a little  article  under  the  title  of  ” It  Pays 
to  Stick.”  in  which  lie  tells  of  the  struggles 
he  had  in  the  old  country. 

Mr.  W.  Rose  Mas  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Woohvieh  Society.  I remember  going 
through  some  old  files  of  the  society  M-ith 
the  late  Alexander  M'Leod  just  after  tliu 
Woohvieh  Congress,  when  lie  told  me  how 
in  the  autumn  of  1868  some  of  the 
engineers  at  the  Arsenal  called  a meeting 
to  consider  co-operation.  They  formed  a 
society  uith  twenty-seven  members,  and 
Mr.  William  Rose  Mas  appointed  secretary, 
Mr.  M'Leod  being  made  treasurer.  When 
they  commenced  business  by  sharing  tea 
and  sugar  to  themselves  in  the  evenings 
they  had  the  use  of  a little  room  that  Mr. 
Rose  used  ns  a workroom.  It  contained 
a bench  about  4ft.  by  2ft.,  and  this 
became  the  counter  of  the  store.  There 
uas  also  a small  lathe,  the  bed  of  which 
u-as  covered  with  a board  to  form  a deck 
for  the  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Unfortunately  employment  Mas  bad  in 
the  district,  and  after  three  or  four  months 
of  devoted  endeavour  Mr.  Rose  left  tlio 
tou-n  and  later  went  to  the  United  .States, 
where  he  lias  preserved  his  interest  in  tho 
society  he  helped  to  found.  He  must  have 
reached  a ripe  age,  and  in  his  article 
m- rites  : “I  am*  now  too  far  advanced  in 
years  to  puzzle  my  brain  any  further,  but 
1 am  glad  to  know  that  I have  done  one 
thing  that  is  a success  and"  a benefit  to  my 
fellowmen.”  He  is  now  a great  grand- 
father, and  is  observing  with  some  feeling 
of  family  pride  the  development  of  tlio 
co-operative  movement  in  the  great  Re- 
public. of  M’lvich  lie  has  long  been  a patriotic, 
citizen  while  at  the  same  time  a true  son 
of  his  native  land.  And  of  such  is  tho 
commonwealth  of  co-operation. 

W.  H.  B. 


WISE  SPENDING. 


MR.  1 RED  BRAMLEY  AT  HENDON. 


On  Wednesday  last  u'eek,  a conceit- 
meeting, which  proved  a huge  success,  wa- 
held  at  the  Hendon  Toum  HiTlI,  in  connec- 
tion nitli  the  propaganda  programme  of  the 
North  and  South  Metropolitan  District 
Association.  Mr.  Fred  Bram ley  utks  the 
speaker,  and  he  dealt  very  effectively  with 
tire  danger  of  the  monopolies  and  trusts  tu 
the  co-operative  movement.  An  excellent 
musical  programme  uas  provided  by  Mr. 
Claude  Tnorogciod’s  Party,  engaged  through 
the  medium  of  the  Southern  Co-operative 
Entertainment  Agency. 

Mr.  Braniley  drew  the  attention  of  tlio 
meeting  to  the  following  startling  facts.  In 
1919  the  Mage  bill  of  this  country  mils  over 
2,000  millions  sterling,  and  yet  the  retail 
trade  of  the  co-operative  movement  for  t lie 
same  year  Mas  about  350  millions,  showing 
tli at  nearly  1,700  millions  Mere  silent  in  Hie 
monopolist  and  trust  shops,  the  shops  "I  tlio 
profiteers  and  wage  sweaters.  If  all  this 
money  had  been  spent  in  the  movement . 
Mould  have  aimed  a blow  at  the  capitalist 
system  from  which  it  could  not  have 
recovered.  The  day  of  Jhe  c ry  of  co-opera- 
tion v.  unrestricted  competition,  h > averred, 
was  now  over.  That  stage  of  social  develop- 
ment is  hum’  gone.  The  co-operative  move- 
ment had  to  develop  or  the  monopolist  and 
trust  movement  would. 

Mr.  Braniley  drew  attention  to  the  ex- 
cessive wealth  ir.n  the  one  hand,  and  the 
degrading  conditions  of  tho  poor  on  the 
other,  and  urged  all  to  help  to  their  utmost 
ability  in  getting  the  present  ordei-qf  filings 
changed.  To  this  end  all  working-' la---, 
money  -should  he  brought  to  the  inovcimij1 . 
and  all  trade  union  funds  banked  with  the 
C.W.S.  to  develop  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. Although  under  the  present  system 
tiie  worker  was  an  economic  slave  Ml  far  as 
his  labour  Mas  concerned,  lie  was  net 
economically  bound  to  spend  his  money  uj 
the  capitalistic  concerns,  and  could  proem 
to  spend  himself  out  of  tlii>s  system. 
taking  his  money  to  the  eo-operntivc 
movement.  ■ 

The  Dartford  Society  recently  enter lamcl 
150  of  the  children  who  hove*,  been  attending 
tlio  school  dinners  for  Which  the  society 
caters.  They  were  given  Christmas  fare, 
which  M-as  enjoyed  to  the  fullest  limit. 
About  350  children  of  the  unemployed  were 
also  given  bv  tlio  society  an  entertain  mono 
at  the  Seals' Theatre.  Each  was  presented 
with  a bag  of  sweets  and  an  orange.  I,ie 
fund  for  the  treats  was  raised  by  Mr.  fum- 
bull,  the  Dartford  Society  - manager,  i"  “ 
Christmas  raffle. 

A very  interesting  social  chat  and  1 
cert  took  place  at  Councillor  Adam-;  roo’"- 
WestclifF.  Clacton,  cm  Monday,  1'ebruury 
20th.  Mr.  T.  Foulkes  (C.W.S..  London) 
gave  a lecture  on  " The  History,  Culta  - 
and  Manufacture  of  Tobacco.”  Bone*  «* 
rendered  by  Mr.  C.  Adams.  Mr  b» 
and  Mrs.  Baker,  and  Mr.  T.  loulkes  * ' 
pianoforte  solos.  Brief  speeches  wore  a ■ 
by  Mr  T.  Quinn,  .Mr.  Avery,  and  Mr  )*• J * 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 
RUSSIANS  WANT  RECONCILIATION. 

A CALL  TO  BANISHED  LEADERS. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 
POETRY  IN  THE  NEW  OXFORD. 

By  LOUIS  GOLDING. 


' The  force  of  circumstances  lias  altered  the 
to-operative  outlook  in  Russia  very  consider- 
ably. The  Bolshevik  co-operators  now  see 
tlio  folly  of  allowing  tbs  administrative 
abilities  and  the  technical  skill  of  former 
directors  of  the  movement  in  Russia  to  rust, 
above  all  at  the  present  time  'alien  the  tasks 
and  the  difficulties  of  (organisation  are  so  con- 
siderable, and  the  loss  of  tried  men,  and  in 
whom  confidence  can  be  reposed  is  so  cruelly 
felt.  The  tasks  confronting  co-operation  in 
Russia  are  so  real  and  so  urgent  tlmt  differ- 
ences as  to  persons  and  opinions  must  fall 
into  the  background'. 

Such,  at  least,  is  the  opinion  of  M. 
Kiutchuk,  the  president  of  the  “ Centro- 
spyus  ” — the  All-Russian  Co-operative 
Union — who  is  now  conducting  the  delega- 
tion from  the.  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  to  Moscow.  M.  Kiutchuk,  the 
other  day,  made  a oall  in  Berlin  specially 
with  the  object  of  bringing  back  to  the  fold 
$he  exiled  leaders. 

“The  principal  aim  of  my  visit,'*  he  says 
in  an  interview,  “ is  to  obtain  the  collabora- 


tion of  M.  Selheini  (a  former  director  of  the 
Centrosoyus  who  was  shut  out  from  Russia 
by  the  Bolshevik  element).  Our  organisa- 
tion cannot  overlook  M.  Selheim,  one  of  our 
most  experienced  comrades.  I am  icady  to 
beg  of  him  to  take  up  his  work  again..  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  help  of  the 
former  co-operative  leaders.  AVe  cannot 
afford  to  pay  the  price  *of  letting  them  go.’’ 
M.  Kiirtclmk  was  empowered  to  do  all 
possible  to  effect  this  reconciliation,  which 
concerns. not  only  M.  Selheim,  but  Madame 
Lenskaya,  with  whom  lie  was  on  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  of  the  International  Co- 
operative Alliance  until  they  were  deposed 
at  the  Basle  Congress — and  both  were  pro- 
minent delegates  to  the  British  Congress  at 
Carlisle,  and  also  another  great  co-operative 
leader  of  international  repute.  Professor  V. 
Totomiana.  He  also  came  off  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  I.C.A;  at  Basle,  and,  since 
the  Bolsheviks  occupied  Tiflis,  has  been  a 
wanderer  in  Europe,  but,  at  present,  occu- 
pies the  Chair  of  Co-Operation  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Prague,  Tchecho-Slovakia. 


CENTRAL  PREMISES  OF  THE  FINNISH  C.W.S. 


A dainty  specimen  of  the  Finnish  pi  inter’s 
art  comes  from  Helsingfors  in  a booklet  in 
gro?u  and  gold  containing  the  story  of  the 
origin  and  the  development  of  the  neutral- 
Co-operative  Wholesale* Society  in  Finland, 
otherwise  the  Suomen  Ostiuskauppojen 
Keskuskunta,  familiarly  the  “ S.  0.  K.,” 
whose  headquarters  in  Helsingfors  are  here 
depicted. 

The  foundation  was  laid  on  March  22nd, 


1904,  and  to-diay  the  enterprise  and  activities 
of  the  S.O.K.  are  really  remarkable. 

The  turnover  for  1921  was  359,143,204:56 
Finnish  marks,  the  increase  being,  ns  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year,  35,443,831 :51 
Finnish  marks,  or  10.9  per  cent.  The  turn- 
over of  tflie  S.O.K.  during  January  of  this 
year  reached  the  sum  of  26,689,836:16 
Finnish  marks,  the  increase  hiring 
13,869,526 :76  Finnish  marks,  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  month  in  1921. 


THE  I.C.A.  AT  MILAN. 


A HUNGARIAN  BANK. 


INTEREST  IN  BANKING. 


FOR  CO-OPERATORS  AND  WORKERS. 


The  next  meetings  under  ' the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  are  to  be  held 
ia  Milan,  Italy,  from  April  8th  to  12th,  and 
will  include  those  of  the  Executive  and  the 
Central  Committees,  and  of  the  Interna- 
tional Banking  and  International 
V hole-ale  Committees. 

Special  interest  attaches  to  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Special  Committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  question  of  international  co- 
operative banking  that  w ill  take  place  there, 
in  view  of  the  important  part  which  co- 
operative banking  plays  in  the  Italian 
movement,  the  leaders  of  which  are  justly 
regarded  as  experts  in  this  form  of 
co-operative  enterprise. 

, It  is  int.m'ded.  to  take  advantage  of  this 
aiiit  by  arranging  a public  demonstration  in 
" Lie'll  the  international  co-operative  leaders 
"‘■I  P«rt.  and,,  in  this  way,  useful  pio- 
paganda  work  in  Support  of  co-operation  in 
general  aitd  the  Alliance  hv particular  will  be 
carried  out. 


Hekuf.  Anders  Okrne,  the  distingu 
co-operator  who  is  the  Swedish  Minist 
Communications,  has  upset  the  trade 
»us  country  by  his  declaration  to  a 
namentary  Committee  against  the 
number  of  middlemen  and  the  growl 
n!}8*  v ^he  ocer-organisation  of  t 
and  the  growth  of  trusts  to  the  con 
, Tr*  ne  says,  “ can  best  be  coml 
tr2e  economic  unions  of  citizens.” 


A Hungarian  Co-operative  Bank  was 
founded  last  summer.  The  “ Torekves  ” 
(“  Endeavour  ”)  by  name,  it  operates  at  42, 
Rakoezh-utca,  Budapest.  All  the  Hun- 
garian Workers’  Cooperatives  have  joined 
with  all  other  workers'’  'organisations  to  free 
themselves  from  the  dutches  of  private 
capitalism. 

The  “ Torekves,”  which  includes  the 
savings  bank  department  of  the  great  Buda- 
pest General  Co-operative  Society,  lias  a 
capital  of  ten  million  crowns.  The- share- 
holders are  co-operative  societies  and  trade 
unions,  from  which  the  directors  are  elected. 


IN  AMERICAN  WORKERS’  COLLEGES. 

Co-orERATiON  is  now  being  tanght  in  at 
least  seven  of  the  workers’  -colleges  run  in 
connection  with  the  American  Labour  Move- 
ment, namely,  at  Denver,  Minneapolis,  Seattle, 
Passaic,  New  York,  Washington,  and  San 
Francisco.  Dr.  J.  P.  Warbasse,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Co-operative  League  of 
America,  recently  gave  a course  of  lectures 
on  co-operation  in  Columbia  University, 
New  York  City,  and  Air.  John  Graham 
Brooks  did  a sdniilar  service  in  the  State 
University  of  California,  Yale,  and  a dozen 
other  universities  have  also  introduced  co- 
operation as  part  of  their  courses  in 
economics. 


Before  the  wa,r  the  phrase  if Oxford 
Poetry  ” was  almost  a reproach.  It  meant 
something  rather  pale  and  moonshiny,  out 
of  touch  with  the  world,  something  “ tco 
utterly  utter,”  to  quote  the  phrase  of  the 
’nineties.  And  it  was  all  explicable  enough. 
The  young  Oxford  undergraduate  had  only 
just  come  up  from  his  public  school.  What 
touchstone  of  reality  had  he  for  his 
emotions?  Was  it  life  which  was  inspiring 
him,  or  life  as  lived  and  sung  by  other 
people?  He  thought  that  the  way  of  making 
beauty  was  to  accumulate  beautiful  objects 
and  name  them  successively.  That  is  why 
his  poetry  consisted  so  largely  of  11  chryso- 
prase,”  “ neophyte,”  “ acolyte^”  “ ama- 
rintli,"  “ asphodel,”  and  11  hyaline.”  He 
was  disobeying  Wordsworth,  who  said  of 
poetry  that  it  was  “ emotion  recollected  in 
tranquility.”  He  was  giving  vent  to  his 
emotions  before  they  had  time  to  become, 
incorporate  with  his  real  self. 

It  has  been  a far  different  case  with  tjie 
post-war  Oxford  poet.  Still  young  in  years, 
he  has  endured  joys  and  sorrows  more  poig- 
nant than  a whole  life-time  provided  in 
ordinary  times.  Oxford  gave  him  just  that 
relief  from  the  stress  of  Flanders  or  Picardy 
which  the  poets  have  always  needed  for  the 
expression  of  their'  hear  ts.  It  was  by  no 
means  necessarily  poetry  of  the  war.  But  it 
was  poetry  whose  depth  and  fulness  of  music 
and  strength  had  only  thus  been  rendered 
possible.  There  was  a maturity  in  the 
achievement  of  these  days  of  which  such 
names  as  Robert  Graves,  Edmund  Blunden, 
and  Alan  Porter,  a young  and  most  promis- 
ing Manchester  poet,  are  sufficient  testi- 
mony. Oxford  is  always  alive  with  the 
rumour  of  ephemeral  journals.  But  the 
critics  have  agreed  tliat  such  productions  as 
“ An  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Miscellany  ” 
and  “A  Queen’s  College  Miscellany”  are 
destined  for  leugtli  of  days. 

Poetry  was  not  all.  The  Oxford  young 
man  became  a novelist  before  lie  became  a 


IN  THE  LAND  OF 
GET- RICH-QUICK. 

Industrial,  conditions  in  the  American 
steel  industry  interest  the  student  from 
two -points  of  view— the  humanitarian  and 
the  economic.  Mrs.  Alary  Heaton  V orse, 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  of  the  American 
Radical  journalists,  gives  a vivid  presenta- 
tion of  the  conditions  of  the  American  steel 
works  and  the  surrounding  slums ; of  the 
circumstances  that  led  up  to  the  big  steel 
strike  of  1918-19,  and  of  the  terrorism  aud 
treachery  that  ultimately  caused  its  col- 
lapse. in '“Men  and  Steel  ” (Labour  Pub- 
lishing Co.  Ltd.,  3s.  6d.  net). 

In  the  opening  chapters  some  idea  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  steel  trade  in  America 
is  given,  and  it  is  claimed  that  America 
surpasses  the  world  in  steel  manufacture. 
Compared  with  Pittsburg.  “Sheffield  is  an 
old  man  in  his  dotage,  and  Newcastle  sleeps.” 
If  Mrs.  Yorse  could  have  made  a similar 
claim  in  regard  to  American  trade  unionism 
she  would  have  been  spared  a recitation 
of  the  horrors  that  form  material  for 
“ Men  and  Steel.” 

It  is  said  that  in  the  New  World  trade 
unionism  and  co-operation  are  hindered  in 
their  progress  by  the  generally  individualis- 
tic outlook-of  the  workpeople.  The  work- 
man, however  humble  lie  may  be,  looks 
upon  himself  as  a potential  master, 
even  a potential  Carnegie,  and  his  affection 
for  his  fellowman,  or  his  trade  union  is 
unlikely  to  be  powerful.  As'  the  new 
country  ages,  conditions  take  the  com- 
plexion of  the  older  countries,  but  the  get- 
rich-quick  potentialities  vanish  and  leave 
the  workman  defenceless.  How  else  can 
be  explained  the  weakness  of  a trade 
unionism  that  allowed  three-fourths  of  the 
workers  of -the  U.S.  Steel  Corporation  to 
be  below  the  Government  Comfort  Level, 
and  50  per  cent,  to  work  twelve  hours  a 
day,  50  per  cent,  seven  days  a week,  and 
all  the  American  steel  workers  to  work 
twelve  hours  more  per  week  than  British 
steel  workers? 

Mrs.  Yors©  exposes  the  policy  of  repres- 
sion, suppression,  and  general  autocracy 
of  the  U.S.  Steel  Corporation,  which  had 
in  1919  a total  undivided  surplus  of 
493,048,201  dollars.  Its  domination  was 
complete,  for  it  inflicted  conditions  in  the 
supposedly  freest  country  on  earth  that 


graduate.  Mr.  Beverley  Nichols,  the  most 
charming  and  brilliant  of  Oxford  men  of  this 
generation  was  content  at  Oxford  with  the 
publication  of  a public-school  novel.  Only 
rccently,  in  his  novel  called  “Patchwork,” 
lie  has  written  a description  of  the  pud-war 
Oxford  based  on  actual  aud  confessed 
characters,  which  presents  a picture  distin- 
guished for  its  wit  aud  beauty.  Some  of  the 
young  men  converted  their  studies  into 
studios  and  rendered  unto  gamboge  aud 
ultramarine  what  was  owing  to  Homer  and 
Demosthenes.  The  new  interest  in  art  was 
met  by  the  studio  established  by  the  famous 
Loudon  artists,  Mr.  Paul  Nash  and  Mr. 
Albert  Rutherston.  It  took  to  it  self  a local 
habitation  and  a name  in  “ The  Oxford  Arts 
Club.” 

Those  who  were  Dot  themselves  creators 
determined  to  relieve  as  strenuously  as 
possible  the  conditions  of  robust  camaraderie 
which  we  associate  with  the  Mermaid 
Tavern  in  the  days  of  Gcod  Queen  Bess. 
For  the  reading  under  conditions  as  nearly 
as  possible  Elizabethan  of  the  most  vigorous 
Elizabethan  plaj’s,  a club  called  “The  Jolly 
Teetotallers  ” was  founded,  which  met  in  a 
low-browed  room  ef  that  most  ancient 
hostelry  yclept  “The  Jolly  Farmers.”  At 
every  meeting  the  health  simultaneously  of 
Ben  Jonsou,  say,  or  Kit  Marlowe,  and  of 
the  spirit  of  teetotalism  wa&dnuik  in  a bowl 
of  punch  whose  excellence  soon  was  talked  of 
ii*  bated  breath  throughout  the  University. 

And  yet  I cannot  help  feeling  that  insen- 
sibly something  of  the  spirit  of  those  old 
naveljers  in  the  Mermaid  Tavern  who 
wrote  this  superb  poetry  descended  upon 
these  new  Elizabethans  that  read  it.  For 
something  of  that  eld  power  and  that  old 
exuberance  has  been  transmitted  across  the 
centuries  from  these  days  to  these.  In  the 
place  of  the  Armada  there  has  been 
Armageddon  j and  in  the  dim  cloisters  of 
Oxford’s  future  an  echo  will  still  he  heard  of 
this  latter-day  laughter  which  has  been  so 
deep  bec-aiue'  it  is  based  upon  tears. 


would  be  unthinkable  in  this  country,  and 
iu  some  respects  yielded  power  that  the 
U.S.  Government  would  not  dare  exercise. 
Its  will  was  inexorable,  and  its 
influence  summoned  every  force,  civil  or 
military,  to  its  aid  to  resist  demands  that 
appear  mild  enough,  and  included  the  just 
condition  of  collective  bargaining. 

In  strikingly  picturesque  language 
“ Men  and  Steel”  tells  of  the  rise  and  the 
lamentable  fall  of  the  ill-fated  strike — or 
strikes,  for  there  were  really  fifty  strikes 
in  fifty  communities  in  ten  different 
States.  Mrs.  Vorse  peeps  into  the  family 
circles  of  American  steel  workers  of  many 
nationalities,  and  relates  the  story  of 
tragedy,  destitution,  espionage,  and  vio- 
lence with  a minuteness  and  depth  of 
feeling  that  reminds  one  of  Welsh  iu  his 
“ Underworld.”  It  is  a pathetic,  a horrid 
story  of  industrial  enslavement,  and  the 
only  ray  of  hope  is  conveyed  in  the  closing 
words  of  the  volume.  “ I have  waited,” 
the  mild-eyed  woman  of  Braddock’s  alleys 
seemed  to  say,  “I  am  eternal.  This  strife 
is  about  me  and  mine.  If  my  brothers  do 
not  change  this,  my  sons  will.  I will  wait.”- 
D.  M.  . 
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Russet  Tea 

Competition. 


Every  reader  is  invited  to  buy 
“ Russet  Tea”  (9d.  per  ilb.),  and 
then  send  a 30  word  report  of  what 
he,  or  she,  thinks  of  it,  to  “ Mr. 
Russet,”  c/o  C.W.  S.  Publicity  Depart- 
ment, Balloon  Street,  Manchester,  on< 
or  before  Tuesday  next.  All  efforts 
must  be  accompanied  by 

1.  — Name  of  Writer. 

2.  — Address. 

3.  — Address  of  Branch  or  Store  from  which  the 

Tea  was  bought. 

4.  — The  end  portion  of  the  packet  bearing  the 

No.  19. 


Between  20  and  30  Valuable  Prizes, 
consisting  of  C.W.  S.  Productions, 

are  offered  to  the  writers  of 
the  most  suitable  letters.  " l 


EVERYONE  SHOULD  TRY. 
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provided  through  the  C.  W.S. 
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C.W.S.  BUNCH 

AND  SELECT  THE  CLOTH  FOR  A 

50s.  SUIT 

CUT  AND  MADE  TO  YOUR  OWN  SPECIAL 

::  :i  measure.  ::  i; 


THE  C.ir.s.  IS  NOW  GIVING  CO- 
OPERATORS  AN  opportunity  of 

OBTAINING  A 50j.  SUIT  OF  GOOD 
STYLE.  FINISH.  & WORKMANSHIP. 
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Che  Co-operatioe  Retos 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

The  Editor  welcomes  o iginal  contributions  on  subjects  oj  interest  to  co-operators. 
Except  in  special  circumstances,  articles  should  be  kept  down  to  about  700  words.  Paument 
will  be  made  for  articles  published,  end  contributions  accompanied  bu  stamped  addressed 
envelopes  u ill  be  relumed  if  not  used.  AH  such  contributions . and  correspondence  relating  to 
them  and  to  lileraru  contents  of  the  "News,"  should  be  addressed  “ THE  EDITOR. 
Orders,  inquiries,  and  correspondence  relating  to  adverlis.menls.  supplies,  and 
deliveries  of  the  “ News"  should  be  addressed  to  “ THE  MANAGER."  at  the  seme  address 
Dclan  rnou  arise  when  communications  are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO- 
OPERATIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  LONG  MILLGATE.  MANCHESTER. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  4,  1922. 


FRESH  SOURCES  OF 
TAXATION. 

Our  attention  has  been  attracted  by  an  article  by 
Mr.  Moreton  Frewen  in  the  “ Observer,"  in  which  he 
urges  upon  the  nation  the  desirability  of  creating 
revenue-producing  schemes. 

Lord  Milner,  he  reminded  his  readers,  pointed  to  the 
same  need  some  years  ago  when  he  lamented  that  we 
had  only  one  financial  string  to  our  bow,  namely, 
taxation.  Lord  Milner  explained  that  five  millions 
spent  on  the  Assouan  Dam  had  increased  the  tax  revenue 
of  Egypt  by  five  millions  a year,  and  that  the  increment 
from  Suez  Canal  'shares  was  hardly  less  remarkable. 
At  present  President  Harding  is  cogitating  over  the 
possible  effects  of  locks  and  dams  on  the  St.  Lawrence. 
One  effect  would  be  to  give  additional  six  feet  of  water 
to  the  harbours  of  a score  of  cities  on  the  great  lakes, 
and  so  bring  . " Manchester  and  Chicago"  into  direct 
communication  by  means  of  almost  the  largest  vessels 
of  the  world’s  mercantile  marine.  The  water  of  the 
river,  it  is  estimated,  could  create  sufficient  electrical 
power  “ to  operate  all  the  present  city  tramlines  and  all 
the  steam  railroads  and  all  the  factories  in  New  York 
State  and  New  England." 

Mr.  Frewen  anticipates  that  if  such  a scheme  were  put 
forward  Great  Britain  would  be  called  upon  to  guarantee 
the  sum  involved  by  Canada’s  participation.  That 
would  mean  Bonds,  and  mpre  interest  to  those  who  would 
lend  money  to  the  governments  concerned  ; and  for 
that  reason*  the  scheme  might  commend  itself  to  the 
financiers  of  Great.  Britain,  Canada,  and  the  United 
States  ; but,  otherwise,  it  is  just  the  sort  of  scheme 
that  would  be  denounced  by  men  of  the  type  now  in 
the  Coalition,  and  whose  outcry  is  that  Labour  would 
use  national  resources  for  productive  undertakings  that 
should  be  left  to  private  enterprise. 

We  remember  quite  well  the  howl  of  derision  that 
went  up  from  the  -reactionary  press  when  details  were 
published  of  the  scheme  to  harness  the  waters  of  the 
.Severn.  We  cannot  pronounce  upon  the  practicability 
of  the  Severn  scheme  ; neither  could  most  of  those 
who  condemned  it  in  the  press,  and  their  only  objection 
to  it  was  that  it  would  cost  some  millions.  It  is  con- 
ceivable, however,  that  such  a scheme  might  have  revo- 
lutionised the  whole  industries  of  an  extensive  part  of 
the  country  by  reason  of  the  utilisation  of  power  that 
is  at  present  going  to  waste.  When  it  was  urged  some 
time  ago  that  great  central  electric  power  stations 
should  be  set  up  in  our  coal-fields,  and  the  products  of 
the  mines  converted,  almost  at  the  pit-head,  into  electric 
power  that  could  be  utilised  for  motive,  heating,  and 
lighting  purposes,  it  was  shown  that  considerable  saving 
in  the  price  of  electricity  would  be  affected,  that  the 
heating  power  of  coal  which  is  so  largely  wasted  up  our 
chimneys  at  present  would  be  conserved,  and  that  some- 
thing like  smokeless  cities  would  be  obtained,  with 
advantage  to  the  public  health. 

The  value  of  such  schemes  was  demonstrated  long 
before  the  war.  It  was  demonstrated  as  long  ago  as 
1897,  in  the  Wholesales’  "Annual,"  in  an  article  by  D. 
M.  Stevenson  (later,  Lord-Provost  of  Glasgow)  and 
W.  E.  Garrett  Fisher,  M*A. 

Unfortunately,  such  schemes  are  not  easily  put  into 
operation  under  present  conditions.  One  writer,  com- 
menting on  the  damage  to  Rheims  Cathedral,  observed 
that  “ we  cannot  have  beautiful  buildings,  and  war." 
It  is  mofe  difficult  to  have  a progressive  economic  policy 
and  at  the  same  time  a foreign  policy  which  preserves 
international  festerings  UEich  may  break  out  into  war 
at  any  moment  ; and  sodong  as  people  have  to  pa)’  for 
wars,  past  and  future  money  might  not  be  easily  coaxed 
for  the  development  of  big  enterprises  for  the  creation 
of  new  energy  or  the  conservation  of  power  already 
available. 

The  possibilities  that  lie  in  the  resources  of  every 
country,  but  especially  in  the  resources  of  this  country, 
are  as  varied  as  they  are  enormous  ; and  we  agree  with 
Mr.  Moreton  Frewen’s  implication  that  a progressive 
government  has  the  same  interest  in  stimulating  the 
productivity  of  potential  taxable  assets  as  the  farmer 
has  in  stimulating  the  prod uctl vit  J^of  his  soil.  Our  own 
Government  already  recognises  that  principle  on  occa- 
sion. It  lowered  the  tax  on  imported  wines  and  cigars 
in  order- that  the  increased  trade  resulting  from  the  con- 
sequent reduction  in  pridb  might  yield  a larger  revenue 
from  the  lower  tax..  In  many  directions  taxable  un- 
earned increment  could  be  created  which  would  yield 
a larger  revenue  to  the  State  while  reducing  the  burden 
of  the  individual. 


TOWARDS  RECONSTRUCTION. 


LESS  from  political  than  from  economic  considera- 
tions, we  are  glad  that  the  Genoa  Conference  has  beeu 
fixed  for  April  10th.  There / ought  to  have  been  no 
need  for  the  Genoa  Conference.  If  Germany  and 
Russia  had  been  admitted  to  the  League  of  Nations 
the  Genoa  programme  could  have  been  relegated  to  it  ; 
but  Germany  and  Russia  are  still  excluded,  America 
excludes  herself  ; and  in  those  exclusions  are  to  be 
found  the  only  real  excuses  for  the  Washington  and 
Genoa  Conferences. 

Genoa  is  expected  to  take  some  measures  that  will 
tend  to  save  Europe  from  utter  ruin.  In  the  first 
place,  it  will  bring  all  Europe  together,  and  that  is  an 
essential  preliminary  to  the  restoration  of  social  and 
industrial  life,  to  say  nothing  of  political  harmony 
throughout  the  Continent.  These  are  ends  that  all 
co-operators  want  to  see  achieved.  We  hope  that  one 
result  of  the  conference  will  be  the  admission  to  the 
League  of  the  States  at  present  excluded.  That  would 
involve  recognition  of  the  Government  of  Russia,  and 
until  that  recognition  is  given  trade  with  Russia  is 
certain  to  be  meagre  and  uncertain.  The  enormous 
extent  of  Russia  and  its  population  make  it  impossible 
for  the  rest  of  Europe  to  proceed  as  if  Russia  did  not 
exist.  The  whole  economic  outlook  should  improve 
if  Genoa  proves  successful  ; and  an  impetus  should  be 
given  to  the  world’s  industry. 

There  is  no  need  to  stress  the  importance  of  that  to 
readers  who  know  that  we  have  two  millions  unem- 
ployed at  our  own  doors,  and  particularly  to  readers 
who  see  in  the  balance  sheets  of  their  own  societies 
the  effect  of  the  continued  slump  in  trade. 

The  one  fly  in  the  amber  is  the  prospect  of  the  military 
alliance  between  Great  Britain  and  France.  We  do 
not  oppose  the  proposed  pact  because  we  love  France 
any  less  than  we  did  when  she  stood  side  by  side  with 
us  in  the  war  ; but  because  it  would  re-create  a system 
which  the  war  was  intended  to  destroy.  We  would 
protest  as  strenuously  against  a military  alliance  with 
any  other  European  State.  Already  Poland,  Jugo- 
slavia, Rumania,  and  Czecho-Slovakia  have  formed  a 
Quadrilateral  Alliance ; so  that  the  mere  proposal  of 
the  Anglo-French  pact  has  set  a bad  example.  We 
venture  to  predict  that  with  these  two  combinations 
set  up  and  recognised,  a very  short  time  would  elapse 
before  a Russo-German  pact  would  take  shape,  and 
Europe  would  be  once  more  seething  with  suspicion 
and  rivalry  tending  inevitably  to  greater  disasters 
than  we  have  yet  witnessed. 

Mr.  Lloyd  George  should  take  warning.  The  Govern- 
ment he  leads  has  served  its  time.  Three  times  within 
a week  it  has  been  defeated  at  the  polls.  The  two 
parties  that  have  triumphed  over  it  are  opposed  to  the 
military  alliance  with  France  which  he  advocates  ; and 
his  proposal  is  bad  for  us,  bad  for  France,  and  bad  for 
Europe — especially  as  the  obligations  it  would  impose 
upon  us  are  already  accepted  by  the  League  of  Nations 
which,  incomplete  as  it  is,  was  the  .one  contribution 
to  the  new  moral  world  yielded  by  the  Peace  Treaties. 

The  co-operative  movement,  which  has  assumed  the 
duty  of  brightening  the  homes  and  the  lives  of  the 
great  masses  throughout  the  world,  is  passionately 
interested  in  seeing  peace,  peaceful  relations,  and  peace- 
ful industry  and  trade  restored  ; and  it  sincerely  hopes 
that  the  Genoa  Conference,  already  delayed  a month, 
will  inaugurate  the  new  era  of  peace  and  goodwill. 


EMPLOYER  AND  EMPLOYED. 


There  seems  only  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  next 
week  may  bring  us  serious  trouble  in  the  engineering 
trade.  The  employers  ai£  claiming  the  right  to  order 
overtime  when  they  please  ; and  the  Amalgamated 
Engineering  Union  objects  to  overtime,  on  the  grounds 
that  there  are  100.000  of  their  members  unemployed, 
and  that,  in  such  circumstances,  unlimited  and  uncon- 
trolled overtime  would  be  oppressive  to  those  employed 
and  unfair  to  those  unemployed.  Unless  agreement  or 
compromise  be  reached  a lockout  will  take  place  from 
Saturday  next.  Such  an  event  would  be  a calamity. 

Nothing  would  delight  us  more  than  to  be  able  to 
point  to  the  co-operative  movement  as  one  section  of 
the  community  entirely  free  from  trouble  between 
employer  and  employee.  Compared  with  other  con- 
cerns, we  are  wonderfully  free  from  strife  of  the  kind  ; 
but  that  is  not  enough  to  satisfy’  us.  Mr.  Hallsworth, 
of  the  N.U.D.A.W.,  admits,  in  a memorandum  just 
issued,  that  shop  managers  in  the  movement  had,  at 
the  end  of  1921,  an  increase  in  real  wages  as  compared 
with  1914  ; but  this  he  attributes  to  " militant  trade 
unionism.”  He  complains,  further,  that  competitive 
commercialism  is  affecting  the  labour  policy’  of  the 
movement,  and  he  likens  the  labour  code  of  the  move- 
ment to  that  of  general  capitalism. 

We  cannot  agree  that  these  statements  properly 
describe  the  labour  policy  of  the  movement  ; but  we 
regret,  nevertheless,  that  any  representative  of  the  co- 
operative employees  should  believe  that  they  do. 
" Militant  trade  unionism  ” should  be  unknown  in  co- 
operative circles.  We  have  said  so  before  ; but  there 
is  Such  unionism  in  the  movement ; and  no  time  could 
be  regarded  as  wasted  which  representatives  of  the 
societies  and  representatives  of  the  employees  spend  m 
negotiating  a return  to  a period  of  comradeship  between 
the  consumer  who  buys  and  the  consumer  who  produces 
or  distributes  the  goods  sold  in  co-operative  stores. 
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NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

1 Brighton  co-operators  and  delegates  to  the  Brighton  Con- 
gress will  be  glad  that  the  exhibition  of  cooperative  productions 
js  again  to  be  one  of  the  attractions  of  this  year’s  Congress. 
Excepting  at  Bristol  in  1920,  there  has  been  no  Congress  exhi- 
bition sinoe  that  held  at  Leicester  in  1915.  The  co-operative 
exhibitions  held  at  the  Congresses  and  at  other  times  have 
been  of  considerable  utility,  and  most  co-operative  enthusiasts 
would  be  glad,  to  see  them  held  as  often  as  they  were  before  the 
war.  Transport  difficulties  are  being  got  over ; and  when 
carriage  rates  return  to  something  nearer  the  old  scale,  the  chief 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  exhibitions  will  have  been  removed. 
We  should  like  to  see  a further  step  ahead.  We  should  like  to 
see  co-operative  productive  establishments  taking  their  place  in 
the  many  trade  exhibitions  that  are  held  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Some  of  these  exhibitions  are  held  under  conditions 
which  exclude  co-operative  societies.  For  example,  they  may 
be  organised  by  trade  associations  to  which  co-operative  societies 
are  not  admitted.  Where  it  is  possible  to  be  represented,  the 
movement  should  take  its  place  and  submit  its  products  for 
inspection  beside  those  of  its  competitors.  At  the  British  Indus- 
tries Fair,  which  opened  this  week,  there  will  certainly  be  co- 
operative buyers  present,  although  the  chief  purpose  of  the  Fair 
is  to  increase  exports.  The  section  of  the  Fair  formerly  held 
in  Glasgow  was  open  to  the  public  in  the  evenings  and  to  buyers 
during  the  day.  The  S.C.W.S.  exhibited  its  products  there, 
and  co-operative  buyers  and  visitors  found  they  had  nothing  to 
be  ashamed  of  when  their  own  manufactures  were  shown  side 
by  side  with  some  of  the  most  widely-advertised  British  goods. 
We  should  not  hesitate  to  bring  our  goods  into  the  limelight  and 
say  to  rivals  and  to  the  public : Here  are  our  goods — who  can 
beat  them  ? „ , , 

Sir  Eric  Gedpes  has  shaken  the  dust  of  Westminster  off  his 
shoes,  and  his  seat  in  Parliament  is  now  vacant.  What  else  could 
the  poor  man  do  ? He  has,  without  doubt,  been  “ sacked  ” by 
the  British  public.  The  Admiralty  would  have  sacked  him  for 
his  proposed  economies  on  the  Navy,  but  it  had  not  the  oppor- 
tunity. The  education  cuts  were  intended  to  appeal  to  the 
public,  but  the  public  has  had  its  opportunities  of  saying  what 
it  thought  on  the  subject  at  Clayton,  Camberwell,  and  Bodmin  ; 
and  in  all  three  constituencies  the  public  elected  candidates  who 
refused  to  endorse  his  proposals,  and  in  at  least  two  of  these 
contests  even  the  unsuccessful  men  were  forced  to  declare  them- 
selves against  the  interference  with  popular  education.  The 
Government  supporters  attributed  the  Camberwell  defeat  to  the 
small  poll.  They  will  have  to  attribute  the  Bodmin  defeat  to 
the  large  poll — #0  per  cent,  of  the  electorate.  As  for  Clayton, 
it  is  past  speaking  of,  and  Wolverhampton  next  week  may  prove 
to  be  the  last  straw.  The  Cabinet  appears  to  be  split  over  the 
Geddes  proposals.  The  Coalition  itself  is  split.  ( Instead  of  the 


matrimonial  alliance  between  the  two  parties  to  it  there  is  hence- 
forth, at  any  rate  in  the  new  Parliament,  to  be  nothing  but  a 
cl  ■'cstine  sort  of  liaison  between  them. 


Last  year,  at  Scarborough  Congress,  co-operators  considered 
the  question  of  compensation  to  Irish  societies  for  their  ruined 
creameries  and  stores.  The  subject  was  raised  in  Parliament  on 


A correspondent  sends  us  a cop}'  of  the  “ Shoe  and  Leather 
Record,”  containing  an  article  on  “ Unfair  Trading.”  The 
charge  of  unfair  trading  is  levelled  against  the  Leeds  Industrial 
Society,  which  made  a loss  in  the  boot  department,  which, 
according  to  the  ‘ Record,”  “ has  been  selling  footwear  at  cost 
or  less.”  That  is  regarded  as  an  " insidious  method  of  adver- 
tising,” chiefly  because,  despite  the  loss  on  boots,  the  society 
paid  a dividend  of  Is.  7d.  per  pound,  the  surplus  from  grocery 
and  other  departments  counterbalancing  the  loss  on  boots.  It 
is,  obviously,  highly  improper  for  the  Leeds  Society  to  do  its 
business  in  its  own  way  without  consulting  its  rivals  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  business  ; but  the  trade  journals  had  been  giving  every- 
body the  impression  that  traders  were  selling  all  sorts  of  goods 
at  dead  losses  because  people  had  not  the  purchasing  power 
they  formerly  had,  and  Leeds  probably  could  not  be  out  of  the 
picture.  The  article  appeals  to  Leeds  boot  and  shoe  traders  to 
demand,  from  Parliamentary  candidates,  pledges  to  support  the 
effort  to  tax  co-operative  profits  ; but  the  writer  is  apparently 
not  very  hopeful  of  the  result,  for  he  admits  that  “ the  societies 
are  very  strong  politically,  and  their  members  can  always  be  relied 
upon  to  vote  as  directed."  That  admission  must  bring  a sigh  of 
satisfaction  to  the  Co-operative  Party  officials  and  staff. 


Friday,  when  the  House,  having  gone  into  Committee  of  Supply, 
considered  a vote  of  more  than  a million  towafds  the  expenses 
of  settlement.  Apparently  there  is  to  be  a complete  clearing 
up  of  financial  debts  as  between  the  British  Government  and 
the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Free  State.  The  late 
belligerents  ” are  to  accept  responsibility  each  for  its  own 
personal  casualties  and  for  the  maintenance  of  its  own  wav- 
widows  and  other  dependents.  Damage  done  to  property  is 
to  be  investigated  by  a Commission  consisting  of  one  member 
from  each  side  and  a judicial  chairman,  the  Commission  to 
have  power  to  oomppl  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and  to  take 
evidence  upon  oath.  The-Commission  is  to  fix  the  amount  of 
compensation  due  and  to  decide  by  which  side  it  is  to  be  paid. 
While  claiming  compensation  for  damage  done  to  property  in 
Ireland  by  the  British  forces,  the  Provisional  Government  have, 
according  to  Mr.  Churchill,  agreed  to  accept  responsibility  done 
by  their  own  partisans  not  only  in  Ireland,  but  in  Liverpool, 
Glasgow,  and  elsewhere  in  Britain.  On  both  sides  there  seems 
to  be  a desire  to  settle  the  whole  of  this  business  fairly  and  dis- 
passionately, and  that  is  one  more  good  omen.  j 

■W 


The  Minister  of  Labour  still  withholds  his  sanction  to  the 
proposals  concerning  wages  and  conditions  of  labour  submitted 
to  him  by  the  Grocery  and  Provision  Trade  Board,  liis  latest 
reason  being  that  he  is  waiting  for  the  Lord  Cave  Committee, 
which  is  considering  the  working  and  effects  of  Trade  Boards, 
to  present  its  report.  Mr.  R.  J.  Davies  (Lancashire,  West 
Houghton),  who  is  well  known  in  the  co-operative  movement 
through  his  connection  with  the  N.U.D.A.W.,  put  the  question 
to  Mr.  Maenamara  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  week,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  drawing  the  Minister  of  Labour  to  the  extent  stated. 
The  Labour  Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  not  satisfied 
with  the  attitude  taken  up  by  “the  Minister  of  Labour  towards 
the  proposals  of  the  Grocery  and  Provision  Trade  Board,  has 
this  week  sent  him  a letter  asking  whether  the  withholding  of 
his  signature  is  due  to  political  pressure  or  to  the  economic  stato 
of  the  grocery  trade  at  the  present  time.  The  reply  may  take 
one  of  many  forms.  It  may  simply  bo  the  usual  stereotyped 
acknowledgment ; it  may  repeat  tho  story  about  waiting  for 
Lord  Cave’s  Committee ; it  may  state  that  the  present  is  not 
an  opportune  moment  for  putting  the  proposals  into  operation  ; 
but  what  the  Minister  of  Labour  is  hardly  likely  to  admit  is  that 
he  is  being  subjected  to  political  pressure.  We  shall  not  be  sur- 
prised if  of  the  two  events,  the  report  of  the  Cave  Committee  and 
• the  general  election,  the  general  election  will  come  first.  The 
Government  knows  that  the  proposals  are  not  popular  in  private 
grouery  trade  circles  and  is  therefore  not  over  anxious  to  sanction 
them,  if  ever  it  docs,  until  “ the  day  ” has  come  and  gpne. 


Princess  Mary  has  become  the  Viscountess  Lascelles,  and  she 
has  effected  the  change  by  the  most  popular  method  known  to 
her  fair  sex.  This  week’s  demonstrations  have  shown  publio 
approval  of  her  change,  but  she  will  still  probably  be  called 
“ Mary.”  We  hope  she  will  be  happy.  It  is  u wish  we  entertain 
for  all  our  acquaintances  who  set  out  upon  the  matrimonial 
sea,  which  has  more  uncharted?  rocks  than  any  sea  known  to  tho 
Geographical  Society.  The  Princess  and  her  husband  cannot 
be  counted  among  our  acquaintances,  but  as  the  daughter  of 
the  King  she  is,  in  a certain  sense,  a public  possession.  We  aro 
glad  to  observe  that  the  Court  has  taken  action  to  make  it  clear 
that  she  is  so  only  in  a certain  sense.  Those  wealthy  individuals, 
personally  unknown  to  her  and  to  the  Court,  who  sent  costly 
presents  were  quietly  and  properly  snubbed,  and  had  their  gifts 
returned.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  many  of  these  people  were  un- 
titled, but  had  expectatioas— expectations  rudely  shattered  by 
the  intimation  that  their  advertising  gifts  could  not  be  accepted! 
since  they  were  persons  not  known  and  were  not  acting  for 
public  bodies  or  associations.  We  are  fully  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Princess  would  have  prized,  more  than  all  the  gifts’  presented 
to  her  by  public  bodies,  a crop  of  useful  funds— like  the  Man- 
chester fund — raised,  in  celebration  of  her  marriage,  for  tho 
alleviation  of  suffering  and  sickness.  So  far  as  the  arrangements 
for  the  wedding  were  concerned,  the  Royal  Family  seem  to  have 
been  actuated  by  a desire  to  make  the  guests  as  representative 
as  possible,  and,  as  at  the  Coronation  of  King  George,  co-opera- 
tive representatives  were,  included  among  those  invited  to  thq 
Abbey.  -,.j ; 


SHORT  STUDIES  OF  TO-DAY. 

A.  SLUMLAND  IDYLL. 

By  L.  B.  POWELL. 

~ . . • 

It  was  a surprising  sight  to  meet  with  in  the 

depths  of  slumdom. 

Darkness  had  fallen,  lamps  were  lit,  and.  in 
the  glare  of  electric  lights  two  little  figures 
danced.  They  moved  with  the  deftness  of 
nymphs,  floating  upon,  not  touching  the  floor, 
stepping,  dipping,  daintily  waltzing  to  the 
irresistible  lilt  of  the  “ Maxina”  sung  by  their 
own  sweet  voices. 

How  came  they  to  know  it  so  perfectly,  these 
two  little  maids  of  the  slums  ? 

This  brilliantly-lit,  ultra  fashionable  furni- 
ture and  pawnshop  that  shedded  its  radiance 
on  to  the  pavement  was  the  only  bright  patch 
in  an  area  of  blackness — gloomy  streets  and 
squalid  tenements  set  under  factory  walls  and 
looming  chimney  stacks,  with  the  eternal  haze 
of  smoke  above. 

In  grotesque  contrast  to  their  environment 
the  dancers  went  happily  to  and  fro,  all  the 
■while  singing,  their  movements  invested  With1 
such  native  charm  and  rhythm  that  poverty 
aud  wretchedness  of  circumstance,  seen  in  ugly 
brown  stockings,  large  boots,  dirty  frocks,  and 
unkempt  hair,  caught  at  the  heart  of  the  on- 
looker with  mingled  pathos  and  humouiv  It 
was  like  smiling  through  tears. 

The  two  were  not  alone.  They  were  the 
centre  of  an  admiring  group  of  youngsters 
similarly  clad.  Some  were  burdened  with 
infants-in-arms  ; others  sought  to  emulate  the 
intricate  steps  of  the  **  stars.”  ^ 

But  the  performance  terminated  abruptly. 
The  owner  of  the  shop,  seeing  his  respectability 
flouted,  strode  out,  and  angrily  cuffed  the  one 
child  within  reach. 

And  the  slum  fairies  departed. 


TELEPHONE  ENQUIRY. 


Mr.  A.  E.  Water  son,  M.P..  is  a member 
ot  the  Select  Committee  appointed  by  the 
nouse  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  t lie  organ- 
isation and  administration  of  the  telephone 
service  and  the  method  of  making  charges, 
tlie  committee  is  to  have  power  to  apnoiut 
iroui  outside  its  own  body  such  persons  as 
jt  may  think  fit  for  tho  purpose  of  obtain- 
special  expert  or  scientific  advice* 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Offioe, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  who  has  been  in 
America  for  some  months,  arrived  back  on 
Saturday  last.  . 

Mr.  A.  Gray!  one  of  the  grocery  travel- 
lers of  the  C.W.S.  at  Newcastle,  appeared 
before  societies’  buyers  in  garments  new 
last  week.  A cartoon  in  a Northern  daily 
paper  depicted  " Andy  ” in  football  garb 
tearing  down  the  line  with  the  ball  at  his 
foot.  He  is  the  outside  loft  of  the  South 
Shields  team.  Nowadays  he  finds  he  has 
to  run  as  hard  to  get  orders  as  he  does  to 
get  goals.  * , , 

It's  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  any 
good.  £500  won  in  a guessing  competition 
run  by  a paper  which  a few  months  ago  set 
out  to  give  the  CJ.W.S.  the  knock-out  has 
been  deposited  by  the  winner  in  the  oo-opera- 
tive  store  nearest  his  door.  1 hear  that 


another  man,  the  winner  of  a smaller  sum 
from  the  same  source,  used  the  money  to 
wipe  out  a debt  at  his  store. 

A correspondent  who  read  with  interest 
tho  reference  to  the  late  Mr.  F.  E.  Green, 
which  appeared  in  last  week’s  “ Co-opera- 
tive News,”  was  reminded  by  it  that  about 
twenty-one  years  ago  Mr.  Green  brought 
out  a monthly  paper  called  ” The  Village 
Searchlight.”  ” This  bright  little  paper,” 
he  writes,  ” spread  its  penetrating  rays  on 
many  of  the  black  spots  in  our  village  life 
which  had  been  hidden  far  too  long.  By 
the  pa-ssing  of  Mr.  Green  the  Land-worker 
lias  lost  a staunch  and  true  friend.  To 
take  up  reform  work  in  a village  is  no  eolt 
job.  Mr.  Green  cared  nothing  for  empty 
popularity,  or  whether  a certain  line  of 
action  would  pay.  What  appealed  to  'him 
was  that  the  cause  was  just  and  right.  Ho 
loved  his  fellowman,  especially  the  one  at 
the  bottom.” 


tic  . - lar  do  they  seems  to  ’ave  'ad  at  this  'ere  weddinV' 

She  Ay  1 Can't  'elp  feelm’  sorry  for  that  poor  lad  and  lass,  an’  the  loai  goin 
up  just  the  day  before,  Young  folks  ’asn't  a chance,  no  road, 
these  times.” 


Next  week  i6  a week  of  notable  anniver- 
saries. Monday  wtn.s  the  birthife.y  of 
Browning  in  1806;  Tuesday  in  1883  J.  R. 
Green  died  ; Wednesday  in  1821  saw  the  birtli 
of  J.  M.  Ludlow;  Thursday  is  the  anniver- 
sary of  Oobbett  in  1762 ; and  Friday  of  tile 
death  of  Mazzini  in  1872;  and  of  Arnold 
Toynbee  in  1883.  All  these  were  imbued 
with  the  co-operative  ideal,  and  J.  M. 
I.udlow  as  the  first  registrar  of  industrial 
and  provident,  i.e. co-operative  societies^ 
did  much  to  legalise  our  movement  and  set 
the  early  societies  on  the  right  paths.  Labor 
Toynbee  gave  it  a new  educational  impulse',' 
and  it  was  Ma.zzi]ii  who  declared  thap 
“ Association  is  the  word  of  the  epoch. ” 

Oct  and  Adopt. 


S.C.W.S.  SALES. 


261%  DECREASE  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


DECLINE  IN  VALUES. 

The  directors  of  the  Scottish  Wholesale 
Society  in  their  report  for  the  half-year 
ended  December  31st  last  state  that  the  ret, 
sales  amount  to  £10,086,619,  n dec  rcaee  of 
.£4,661,010  from  the  corresponding  period  qf 
1920.  The  value  of  goods  manufactured  in 
tlie  productive  departments  and  transferred 
to  the  distributive  departments,  including 
the  direct  sales  of  by-products  from  flour 
mills,  6oap  works,  etc.,  amounts  to 

£2,947,400  0s.  2d.,  a decrease  of  £1.930,057 
on.  9d.  from  the  corresponding  half-year  of 
1920. 

The  sales  for  the  -year  amount  to 
£21,834,058,  a decrease  of  £7.715,517  from 
192U.  The  transfers  from  the  productive 
departments  to  distributive  depart  men  Ls  for 
the  year,  including  direct  sales,  amount  to 
£6,820,194,  representing  a decrease  from  the 
year  1920  of  £2,720,533. 

The  continued  decline  in  the  value  of  com- 
modities lias  bud  a material  effect  on  trad- 
ing results,  stocks  1 laving  u>  be  taken  at 
market  values  . at  December  31st.  Ilie 
surplus,  after  making  provision  lor  usual 
depreciations  of  buildings.  machinery,  and 
plant,  and  transferring  £41 ,732  13s.  6d  from 
the'  reserve  fund  to  meet  share  interest, 
amounts  to  £26,354  10s.  b'\C,  which,  after 
making  the  statutory  allocation  of  £21,013 
15«  106.  to  reserve  fund,  leaves  a balance  of 
£5,340  14s.  7d.  to  be  carried  forward  to  next 
half-year’s  account. 

The  net  increase  of  shares  for  the  half- 
year  is  1,490,  these  being  all  additional.  'I he 
total  number  of  shares  now  held  by  societies 
is  714,605. 


10 
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Chapter  V.— Tragedy  ! 

Tx  the  meantime  the  ladies  in  the  draw- 
iiig-f-dom  were  amusing  themselves  according 
to  their  own  bent.  Here,  as  at  dinner, 
^Stella — well-named — was  the  star.  Miss 
Ellingfort  made  no  bones  about  the  matter. 
She  simply  ignored  the  rest,  and  (talked  to 
t lie  American  girl  only. 

Lady  Crumleigh  and.  Lady  Clayton  had  to 
be  content  with  each  other's  society,  for 
Naomi  kept  by  the  side  of  her  cousin  ; while 
Muriel,  haughty,  cold,  and  displeased, 
.walked  the  length  of  the  room  into  the  con- 
servatory beyond,  and  was  lc<st  to  view. 

Stella,  .seated  on  a lounge  with  Miss 
T.etitia  on  one  side  of  her  and  Naomi  on 
the  other,  noticed  Miss  AtterdifFe's  exit 
with  gome  uneasiness,  and  remarked:-- 
|l  I'm  afraid  we’ve  been  a little  rude  in 
ignoring  her.” 

*•'  It  will  do  her  good,’’  returned  Miss 
Ellingfort  composedly.  “ It  will  he  a lesson 
to  her  for  her  overweening  self-conceit.  You 
have  simply  crushed  her  tu-nig!it,  and  I am 
glad  of  it.” 

“ Oh,  but  I didn't  want  to  crush  her,” 
said  Stella  rather  seriously. 

“ My  dear,  some  people  won't  bend. 
Therefore  they  must  be  sat  upon,  at  the 
imminent  risk  of  being  crushed.” 

This  view  of  the  matter  did  not  altogether 
allay  Stella's  perturbations ; so  she  said  to 
Naomi : — 

“Go  aiid  bring  her  back,  dear.  Hold  out 
the  olive-branch.” 

Tile  younger  girl,  evidently  not  liking  the 
task,  ros>e  slowly,  and  said: — . 

“I  dion’t  think  I am  likely  to  succeed. 
We  don’t  get  on  well  together  at  the  best 
of  times;  and  to-night  we  are  more  than 
usually  likely  to  quarrel.” 

“ All  right,  dear.  Go  and  try.  If  you 
can,  bring  her  back  befone  *„he  gentlemen 
retui  n.” 

- Naomi  went,  very  slowly,  and  very 
’reluctantly,  and  she  too  disappeared  through, 
.the.  thickly-pleated  curtains, 
r “ She’s  an  interesting  little  thing,’ 
marked  Miss  Ellingfort  to  Stella.  “ I don’t 
know  her  intimately,  and  'consequently  my 
opinion  is  not  worth  much.  She  is  capable 
of  great  devotion,  I think,  though 
moment  of  passion  she  might  do  that  which 
she- might  bitterly  rue  afterwards.” 

To  tailk  of  Naomi  was  a congenial  task 
yvitli  Stella,  auid  *0011  she  aiud,  the  novelist 
mere  deeply  engrossed  in  the  analysis  of  the 
girl's  very  complex  personality. 

• For  quite  te-11  minutes  they  lorgot  every 
Hiring  elsie.  Then  Stella,  suddenly  reniem- 
1 bering,  said : — 

“ She’s  a long  time  gone.  I suppose  Miss 
Muriel  wants  a lot  of  persuading  to‘  come 
back  and  be  amiable.  Perhaps  we  bad  better 
go  and  see.” 

With  a little  deprecating  6lirug  of  the 
shoulders,  Miss  Letitia  rose,  and  followed 
the  fair  American.  Immediately  behind  the 
crimson  curtains  was  a marble-floored  vesti- 
bule, on  the  further  side  of  which  was 
glass-panelled  swing-door  admitting  to 
large,  and  taste  fully -designed  conservatory. 

But  in.  neither  vestibule  nor  conservatory 
were  the  truants  to  be  seen. 

“ Let’s  go  out  by  tliat  door  on  the  other 
side,”  said  Stella,  as  she  pointed  to  one 
similar  to  that  by  which  they  had  entered. 
“ Let’s  see  where  it  leads  to.” 

It  led  to  a balustraded  balcony,  extending 
the  whole  length  of  tlie  conservatory.  The 
mc.cn  wa$  at  her  full,  and  the  parkland  was 
visible  as  at  noonday.  But  nowhere  could 
the  missing  girls  he  seen.. 

Stella’s  brow  contracted  with  uneasiness 
as  she  asked : — 

“Can  they  have  Eft  the  conservatory  by 
any  way  but  this?” 

“ No.  But  they  have  doubtless  gone  down 
the  steps  at  the  end  on  to  the  terrace  below, 
and  thence  probably  for  a walk  in  the 
grounds.  Being  such  a lovely  night  that  is 
not  at  all  surprising.” 

“ I am  not  so  sure  of  that,”  said  Sfolla 
.doubtfully.  “Neither  of' them  had  wraps, 
and  a dinuer-dress  is  hardly  a suitable 
costume  for  an  evening  stroll,  even  on  such 
a night  as  tliis.” 

“ But  1 saw  some  wraps  on  a stand  in  the 
vestibule,”  observed  Miss  Ellingfort.  “My 
surmise  is  the  cnly  possible  one.” 

“ I suppose  so,”  sighed  Stella.  ••  But  it 
is  strange  they  are  nowhere  in  sight." 

“Oh.  that  Is  •nothing.  They  are  hidden 
from  our  view  by  certain  angles  of  the  house, 
doubtless.  How  quiet  it  all  is.  Not  a sound 
anywhere.  Oh!  did  vou  see  that?” 

“ What  2." 


The  figure  of  a man  darting  across  that 
gap  in  the  bushes  yonder.” 

“ I was  not  looking  that  way.  Are  you 
sure  you  saw  him?” 

‘ Quite.” 

1 What  sort  of  a man?” 

‘ The  glimpse  wus  so  sudden,  and  the 
distance  so  great  that  I could  not  distinguish 
well.  But  I think  he  was  shabby,  and  1 do 
not  think  lie  was  young.  Also  he  stooped 
somewhat.” 

On>3  of  the  gardeners.  I suppose,”  said 
Stella,  sighing  again.  “ Well,  let  us  go  in,” 

As  they  re-entered  the  drawing-room  the 
gentlemen  made  their  appearance  from  the 
diniiyg-room. 

Where  is  Mr.  Carshalton  ?”  asked  Stella 
of  the  earl,  as  she  remarked  the  vicar’s 
non-appearance.  . 

“ He  left  a qua r ber-q f -an-hpu r ago.  He 
had  to  visit  a tick  parishioner.  Carshnhon 
never  neglects  a duty,  no  matter  at  wlmt 
saorific-3.  But  where  are  Naomi  and  Miss 
Muriel?” 

We  hardly  know,”  intei  posed  Miss 
Ellingfort.  “ Miss  Attercliffe  left  us  to  go, 
as  we  thought  into  the  conservatory.  As 
she  did  not  return  quickly  we  sent  Miss 
I.eferrier  after  her.  Als  neither  of  them 
eturued  we  went  after  the  truants,  but  can 
find  them  nowhere.  Of  course  they  have 
gone  for  an  evening  stroll  in  the  park.” 

“ Very  injudicious-,”  commented  the  tail, 
with  a slight  frown. 

“ I cannot  imagine  why  Muriel  should  stay 
away  like  this,”  said  Aubrey.  “ unless  she 
and  Miss  Defender  bad  some  specially 
private  matter  to  talk  about.  But  I did  not 
think  they  were  such  close  friends  as  tin 
“ By  tlie  by.  Lord  Illingwatcr,”  said  Miss 
Ellingfort,  ohanging  the  subject  abruptly* 

“ are  there  any  poachers  about  here?” 

“I  don’t  knuw  that  there  is  anjthii 
poach.”  said  Ids  lordship.  “ I do  not' 
preserve.” 

“You  have  no  gamekeepers,  then.-' 

“ Certainly  not.  Why  do  you  ask?” 

“ Because,  when  I was  on  the  balcony  jusl 
now  with  Miss  Hazlethorpe,  I caught 
a glimpse  of  a man  moving  about 
among  the  bushes  some  distance  off. 
thought  lie  might/  be  a poacher  01 
gamekeeper.”  . , .... 

••  He  was  neither  in  my  opinion,"  said  his 
lordship  decisively,  “ though  lie  might  have 
been  one  of  tile  gardeners.  I hope  110 -loaf- 
ing scoundrel  is  hanging  about  with  evil 
intent.  I am  half  inclined  to  order  a search-, 
especially  as  the  two  girls  are  still  absent. 

During  tliis  conversation  Hcra.ee  arid 
Stella  had  been  engaged  in  conversation  at 
The  other  end  of  the  room.  Though  then- 
talk  was  carried  on  ini  undertones  the  young 
man  was  much  excited.  . 

“ You  are  utterly  wrong,  Miss  Hazle- 
thorpe. Miss  Attercliffe  may  be  lovely,  but 
she  does  not  attract  me.  She  repels  me.’ 
“It  did  not  appear  so  to  me  when 
watched  veu  two  at  the  dinimr-table.  Pa 
don  me  speaking  plainly.  I love  my  cousin 
very  dearly.”  . 

“ And  because  you  love  her  you  misjudge 
me,”  returned  the  young  man  bitterly.  “ 1 
tell  you  I hate  Muriel  Attercliffe ; and  T shall 
hate  you  if  you  come  between  me  and  Naomi 
I will  go  and  find  her  now.” 

“No,  no,  no!  That  won’t  do.  She  is 
with  Miss  Attercliffe.  Quarrels  might 
spring  up,  and  all  sorts  of  unpleasant  busi- 
ness follow.  You  must  not  p;o.” 

“But  I will.  Why  should  I not.-” 
“Because  you  are  too  excited.  I can’t 
trust  you.” 

He  laughed  disagreeably. 

“I  did  not  ask  veu  to  trust  me.  lou 
never  will.  But  I am  going  whether  you 
approve  or  hot.” 

And  without  another  word  to  her  lie  hur- 
ried from  the  room  by  the  same  way  the  twe 
girls  had  gone,  leaving  Stella  more  disquieted 
than  ever,  as  she  went  slowly  towards  the 
rest  of  the  party,  who  were  now  grouped 
together.  - 

“ Where  is  my  nephew  gone.  Miss  Hazle- 
thorpe ?”.  was  his  lordship’s  first  question 
as  she  came  up. 

••  He  said  he  would  go  and  find  the 
truants,”  said  Stella  rather  nervously. 

“ That’s  all  right,”  said  genial  Sir  John 
who  was  determined  that  no  one  should  take 
the  prolonged  absence  of  the  two . girl® 
seriously.  “ He'll  bring  'em  back.  I11  the 
meantime.  Miss  Hazlethorpe,  sing  somethin: 
to  us.”  . r 

“ Really.  Sir  John,  I am  no  singer*  and  I 
am  too  restless  to  play.  It  is  nearly  an  hour 
since  Miss  Attercliffe  went,  and  Naomi  fol- 
lowed her  shortly  alter.  Don’t  you  think  it 
strange  ?” 

rfi'his  wa®  to  the  earl,  who  answered:-- 
“ I am  not  surprised  at  any  freak  of  my 
niece's;  but  I am  somewhat  alarmed  at  the 
continued  absence  of  Miss  Attercliffe.” 

“I  do  not  like  it  at  all.'’  said  Aubrey. 
“ I.  too,  shall  go  and  look  for  them.” 
“Then  we’ll  make  up  a search-party.” 
said  the  earl  decisively.  “ Fenwick, 
Clayton,  Attercliffe,  and  I will  do.” 

••  Let  me  join  you,”  said  Stella.  “ I can- 
not stay  here  in  suspense.” 

They  tried  to  dissuade  her.  hut  she  would 
not  listen;  and  soon  the  party  were  busily 
searching  for  the  missing  girls.  But  they 


were  quit*  unsuccessful,  and  after  linlf-au- 
liour’s  wandering  in  the  park  they  returned 
to  the  castle,  hoping  to  hear  ‘’.hat  the  wnu- 
derers  had  come  in  while  they  had  been 
looking  for  them. 

The  »ews  that  the  search  party  received 
when  they  re-entered  the  drawing-room  was 
startling  in  tlie  extreme.  It  was  Miss 
Ellingfort  who  communicated  it. 

“ About  ten  minutes  ago,”  said  tlie  ex- 
ited novelist,  “ Miss  Leiferrier  returned 
lone,  looking  very*  strange  indeed.  She 
was  as  white  as  a ghost,  and  there  was  a 
light  in  her  eyes  that  suggested  terror.  She 
staggered  rather  than  walked,  and  1 ex- 
pected every  moment  to  see  her  fall  to  the 
floor. 

“ Of  course,  I asked  her  if  she  had  seen 
Miss  Attercliffe;  but  the  only  answer  I got 
was  a vacant  stare,  after  Which  she  tottered 
out  of  tlie  room. 

“ Before  we  had  recovered  from  our  shock 
of  astonishment  we  were  treated  to  another. 
Five  minutes  later  Mr.  Hprnc-e  Despa  id 
returned,  and  he  too  looked  as  if  he  had  seen 
a ghost.  His  lips  were  drawn,  his  cheeks 
livid,  and  lie  was  palpably  shivering. 

“ When  we  spoke  to  him  he  did'  not  seem  to 
hear  us,  for  lie  did  not  even  look  at  us.  He 
clutched  at  a chair-back  to  steady  himself, 
and  then,  with  the  gait  of  a drunken 
man  lie,  too,  staggered  from  the  room.” 
These  extraordinary  tiding®,  coupled  with 
the  now  inexplicable  absence  of  Muriel 
Attercliffe,  aroused  in  everybody  the  keenest 
alarm,  and  wrought  Aubrey  almost  to  a 
frenzy. 

“My  God!”  lie  cried,  something  un- 
speakably horrible  has  happened.  I am 
certain.  Find  her  I will,  dead  or  alive!” 

“ Let's  follow  liim,”  .said  tlie  carl,  sig- 
nalling to  Clayton  and  Fenwick.  “ We’ve 
got  men’s  work  before  us  now,  I fear.  A ou 
must  mot  come  with  us  - this  time.  Miss 
Hazlethorp?.  Genie  along,  men.  Glad  you 
are  here,  dootor.  Your  skill  may  he  of  vital 
importance  now.” 

Without  a moment’s  loss  of  time  the  three 
men  hurried  from  the  drawing-room,  through 
the  lobby  ail'd  conservatory,  on  to  the 
balcony,  and  down  tlie  step®  to  the  terrace. 

I wonder  which  way  Attercliffe  has 
gone,”  said  the  earl,  a®  they  stopped  for  a 
moment  to  decide  upon  the  direction  they 
should  take.  “ I don’t  see  him  anywhere.” 
“ Where  would  be  the  shrubs  allpded  to 
by  Miss  Ellingfort ; I mean  where  she  caught 
sight  of  the  supposed  midnight  intruder,” 
said  Sir  John. 

“ Oh,  over  there  on  the  further  side  of  the 
lawn.  It’-s  an  artificial  arrangement,  and 
pretty  enough  in  the  daytime.  By  alL  means 
let  us  go  over  there  first.” 

A rapid  scamper  across  the  lawn  soon 
brought  them  to  the  little  plantation,  and 
almost  as  soon  as  they  got  among  the  shrubs 
they  discovered  Aubrey,  hatless,  and  pant- 
ing with  excitement. 

• “I  cannot  find  her,”  he  said  gaspingly. 
She  clues  not  answer  when  T call,  not  eveii 
with  a cry  or  a moan.  My  God!  Can  she 
be  dead?” 

“ Try  and  be  calm,  my  dear  fellow,”  said 
the  eail  soothingly,  as  lie  lightly  placed  bis 
hand  on  the  shoulder  cf  the  distracted  young 
man.  “ We  will  find  her,  never  fear.  Pro- 
bably she  has  met  with  an  accident,  not 
serious,  hut  troublesome,  a sprained  ankle 
or  something  of  the  sort.” 

Aubrey  did  not  reply,  probably  because 
he  did  not  even  hear.  Dr.  Fenwick,  how- 


ii\  put  the  question ; - 
‘ Whe 


hespe  do  these  paths  lead  to?” 

They  lead  to  the  wood.  This  little 
shrubbery  is  entirely  artificial;  hut  you  can 
pass  through  it  to  a piece  of  natural  wood- 
land— small  in  extent,  of  course — with  f 
lake  in  the  centre.  Miss  Attercliffe  knows 
it  well,  and — yes — it  is  quite  possible  that 
she  may  have  chosen  to  stroll  there." 

At  the  mention  of  the  word  " lake 
Aubrey  snatched  his  hand  from  his  brow, 
and,  with  eyes  distended  and  staring.  ,w 
cried,  thickly  : — 

“ Let  us  go  there  at  once.  It  may  he  — 
Alii  look,  look!” 

He  had  bent  down  and  drawn  something 
from  one  of  the  hushes,  a fragment  of  sati 
which  the  spines  had  tern  from  a lady 
dress.  It  was  recognised  at  once  as  belong- 
ing to  the  dress  that  Muriel  had  been  wear- 
ing during  the  evening. 

“ We  are  certainly  on  her  track  m 
said  Sir  John,  still  resolutely  cheerful. 
“We  shall  find  her  directly,  blissfully 
joying  a moonlight  reverie,  and  ready  to 
lough  at  our  perturbations.  The  ground 
see,  is  a trifle  damp,  and  here  are  distinct 
footprints,  which  are  most  probably  lien 
This-was  quite  true,  and  there  was  little 
difficulty  in  following  the  track,  which,  led 
them  straight  into  the  wood. 

Aubrey  led  the  way,  never  stopping,  and 
never  taking  his  gaze  from  the  footprints 
in  the  soft,  dark  mould.  Within  a few 
minutes  they  had  all  reached  the  sheet  of 
water,  across  which  the  moon  had  laid  a 
broad  band  of  glistening  silver. 

Then  they  stopped  and  looked  around. 
The  whole  margin  of  the  lake  was  clearly 
visible,  hut  not  a soul  was  in  sight. 

“ I fancy  we  have  made  a mistake.”  said 
Lord  Illingwater.  “She  is  certainly  not 
here.  If  she  had  been,  we  should  have 
found  her  sitting  on  that  seat  yonder.  But, 
you  see,  it  is  quite  empty.  Wo  may  as  well 
retrace  our  steps,  and  search  elsewhere.” 
Dr.  Fenwick  and  Sir  John  were  willing  to 
accede  to  this,  but  Aubrey,  without,  a word,' 
darted  forward  towards  the  tree  and  the 
seat  beneath  it.  The  two  others,  with  the 
earl,  stopped  where  they  were,  and  watched 
him.  . 

Suddenly  there  hurst  from  Ins  lips  a great 
cry.  almost  a shriek,  and  they  saw  him  go 
down  upon  his  knees  on  the  muddy  margin 
of  the  lake,  and  draw  something  from  the 

" Then  the  other  three  men  tore  madly  for- 
ward. and  in  a second  or  two  they  were 
gazing  horror-stricken  down  upon  the  life- 


form  of  Muriel  Attercliffe,  her  face 
e-.—stly  white  in  the  moonlight,  her  costly 
garment®  sodden,  and  her  lovely  liair  dank 
with  the  cold  waters  of  the  lake. 

Cries,  articulate  and  inarticulate,  came 
unbidden  from  the  lips  of  all  at  the  un- 
speakably awful  sight.  As  to  Aubrey,  he 
was  like  one  demented.  He  lifted  the  drip- 
ping form  from  the  ground,  and  clasped  it 
to  his  breast,  pressing  his  lips  again  and 
again  to  the  cold,  wet  brow,  weeping  the 
while  with  all  the  terrible  hysteria  of  a man 
when  liis  self-control  is  utterly  swept  away. 

Such  grief  was  too  sacred  to  bo  inter- 
rupted but  for  the  exigencies  of  the  case. 
These,  however,  compelled  the  earl  to  say  : — 

“ For  God’s  sake  bring  her  up  to  the 
dry  bank  by  the  bushes,  Attercliffe.  There 
may  be  a spark  of  life  left  yet.  Fenwick 
is  here,  and  he  will  tell  us.  Clayton,  run  to 
tho  house  at  once.  Briug  men,  brandy, 
anything,  everything.  Hurry,  for  Gods 
sake!”  . 

The  baronet  needed  no  further  bidding. 
Broad  and  heavily  built  as  he  was,  he  turned 
and  scampered  off  like  a boy  of  fifteen. 

Then  a gleam  of  reason  came  to  Aubrey. 
Lifting  his  lifeless  sister  in  his  strong  arms, 
he  carried  her  ffom  the  water's  edge  to  the 
higher  ground,  where  he  laid  her  down 
gently  on  a patch  of  turf  in  front  of  some 
low  shrubs. 

All  the  time  the  cold  white  moon  poured 
its  spectral  beams  down  upon  them,  adding 
its  ghastly  glare  to  tho  already  ghastly 
sight. 

But  at  the  call  of  duty  Dr.  Fenwick  felt 
his  professional  sang  froid  return  to  him, 
and  he  knelt  calmly  down  by  the  lifeless 
girl  to  see  whether  there  was  a spark  of  life 
still  remaining. 

And  then  came  the  crowning  horror.  He 
had  scarcely  commenced  his  examination, 
when  something  like  a scream  of  terror  broke 
from  his  lips. 

“ Great  God,”  he  cried.  “ She’s  teen 
murdered.” 

“Murdered?”  burst  from  the  other  men 
simultaneously. 

“ Yes.  Come  and  see  for  yourselves.” 

It  was  plain  enough  for  all  to  see.  Around 
the  dead  girl’s  white  throat  was  a broad, 
indented  mark,  showing  that  something  had 
been  tightly  drawn  around  it,  something 
that  was  not  a cord,  but  a twisted  handker- 
chief or  scarf. 

“ Surely.”  cried  the  earl,  “ you  must  be 
mistaken.  May  she  not  have ?” 

“Strangled  herself?”  impatiently  inter- 
rupted the  doctor.  “ Nonsense.  There's 
nothing  around  her  neck  now.  I say  she's 
been  strangled.  It  was  in  her  eyes  that  I 
first  read  tho  truth.  The  mark  around  her 
neck  is  only  a corroboration.  I say  it  is 
murder !” 

[to  be  co.ntinubd.] 


CLERK  : 30s.  PER  WEEK  ! 


M11.  Thomas  P.  "White  (secretary  of  the 
Buekhurst  Hill  and  Woodford  branch  of  the 
National  Union  of  Clerks),  writes  ns  follows  : 

One  of  the  most  unfortunate  points  with 
reference  to  the  above  advertisement  is,  that 
it  gives  large  numbers  of  employers  a peg  qu 
which  to  hang  their  arguments  when  requir- 
ing cheap  labour.  They  nay,  and  rightly:  If 
advanced  and  democratic  movements  pay 
their  clerks  like  this  why  sliculd  we  pay 
mere ! 

There  is  only  one  remedy,  and  that  is 
trade  unionism.  Let  -each  and  all  combine 
for  the  primary  reason,  i.e.,  more  money, 
less  hours,  and  better  conditions.  Insurance 
against  sickness,  unemployment,  and  death 
are  of  secondary  importance.  It  i-s  to  be 
Itoped  that  societies  will  rot  drop  unemployed 
members  because  cf  the  . failure  to  pay  con- 
tributions, but  suspend  same  until  better 
times.  By  these  means  only  shall  we  attain 
the  C’o-operative  Commonwealth, 


NESTLE’S 

MILO  FOOD 

,7i  i Perfect  Jood  for  SDildren, 
Invalids,  and  JTursing  Mothers. 

Most  of  the  patent  foods  on  the 
market  are  quite  unfit  for  a 
child’s  delicate  stomach,  which 
cannot  digest  starch  or  flour, 
except  in  small  quantities,  unless 
changed  into 
what  is  known 
as  maltose  and 
dextrin. 

This  change  ha3 
taken  place  in  the 
case  of  MILO 
FOOD,  which  is  so 
preparedthat  it  con- 

tains  every  fchingthat 

a young  child 
requires,  in  a form  in 
which  itcanbeeasily 
digested. 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8,  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 
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BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 

NOWADAYS. 

Clacton. — Councillor  Adams  presided  at 
the  quarterly  meeting  in  the  Large  Hall, 
Rosemary-toad.  Tito  committee’s  n*port 
stated  that  the  membership  was  1.530,  71 
new  members  having  been  enrolled  and  21 
withdrawn.  The  members’  share  capital 
amounted  to  £27,661,  an  average  of  £18 
each.  The  cash  sales  totalled  £10,975,  there 
being  an  increase  of  £2,004  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous 
year,  the  average  purchase  being  11s.  per 
member  per  week.  The  balance  for  disposal, 
after  allowing  for  depreciation,  interest  on 
shares,  loans,  etc.,  amounted  to  £566  18s. 
•Id.,  and  the  committee  recommended  a divi- 
dend of  Is.  in  the  pound.  Satisfactory  re- 
ports, were  given  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Avery  on 
the  education  committee's  work,  and"  by 
Mrs.  Thomas  on  the  Women’s  Guild. 

River  and  District  (Dover). — A satisfac- 
tory report  was  presented  to  the  half-yearly 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall, 
on  Monday,  February  20th,  376  members 
being  present.  About  100  wives  and 
husbands  of  members  were  also  accommo- 
dated in  the  gallery.  Mr.  W.  B. 
Brett,  J.P.,  presided.  The  number  of  mem- 
bers on  the  books  was  6,466,  and  members’ 
share  capital  totalled  £103,081.  The  cash 
sales  for  the  half-year  amounted  to 
£129,205,  After  providing  the  sum  of  £543 
15s.  as  premiums  for  collective  life  assur- 
ance, the  surplus  for  disposal  was  £8,327 
6s.  lid.,  and  the  committee  recommended  a 
dividend  of  is.  3d.  in  the  pound,  in  addition 
to  granting  £80  to  the  education  fund.  The 
following  donations  and  subscriptions  were 
made: — TV  omen’s  Guild,  £10  10s  ; Co- 
operative Party  Fund,  £12.10s. ; Employees’ 
Outing  Fund.  £50;  Women’s  Guild  Con- 
gress Fund,  £5  5s. ; the  Arthur  Pearson 
Memorial  Fund,  £5  5§. ; and  the  League  of 
Nations  Union,  £2  2s. 

Trowbridge. — Probably  the  largest  atten- 
dance in  the  history  of  the  society  marked 
the  half-yearly  meeting  held  recently,  the 
Town  Hall  being  crowded.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Dunning,  who  occupied  the  chair,  was  re- 
elected as  president.  The  Chairman,  in 
submitting  the  balance  sheet,  pointed  out 
that  the  position  of  the  society,  in  having 
a loss  instead  of  being  able  to  declare  a 
(surplus  and  a dividend,  was  by  no  means 
unique.  Some  other  co-operative  societies 
had  met  with  the  same  experience,  and 
with  respect  t<5  private  trading  firms,  a loss 
on  the  past  year's  working  was  the  lot 
of  a great  many,  owing  to  the  big  drop 
in  prices  of  many  articles.  He  emphasised 
the  fact  that  the  farm  and  other  assets 
had  all  been  written  down  to  present-day 
values,  and  that  the  financial  position  of 
the  society  was  as  sound  as  it  had  ever 
been.  He  mentioned  that  the  loss  was 
more  than  covered  bj'  the  difference  in  the 
value  placed  on  the  farm  through  the  great 
drop  in  the  price  of  cattle.  After  some 
discussion  the  balance  sheet  was  accepted 
as  presented,  and  a number  of  charitable 
donations  were  voted.  The  educational 
committee  proposed  “ that  the  sum 
granted  for  educational  work  shall  be 
altered  from  2}  per  cent,  of  the  profits  to 
a fixed  grant  of  6d.  per  member  each  half- 
year.”  This  was  defeated  by  a large 
majority.  Another  proposal  by  the  educa- 
tional committee  to  invest  £30  in  the 
" Daily  Herald  ” was  rejected.  A pro- 
posal to  delete  the  rule  to  the  effect  that 
employees  shall  belong  to  a trade  union, 
and  that  the  society  conform  to  trade 
union  rules  in  the  matter  of  wages  and 
conditions  of  labour  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  twelve,  but  a special  meeting 
will  be  necessary  to  alter  the  rule. 

Bradford-on- Avon. — The  committee  of 
management  were  the  recipients  of  con- 
gratulatory speeches  for  their  successful 
efforts  during  the  past  year  at  the  mem- 
bers’ meeting  on  February  22nd.  Mr.  J. 
Baine  (president)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
presented  the  report,  which  stated  that 
the  number  of  members  was  1,230.  thirty 
having  joined  and  seventeen  witndrawn. 
The  share  capital  amounted  to  £19,346, 
an  increase  of  £599  over  last  half-year, 
and  an  increase  of  £1,615  over  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  previous  year.  The 
penny  bank  deposits  amounted  to  £2,802. 
In  consequence  of  the  drop  in  prices,  the 
Si,les  and  surplus  for  disposal  for  the  half- 
year  showed  a decrease,  but  taking  into 
account  prices  and  expenses,  the  committee 
considered  the  result  very  satisfactory. 
After  paying  all  expenses,  depreciation  of 
noporty,  Arc.,  interest  on  shares,  penny 
mnk,  and  reserve  fund,  there  remained 
£998  7s.  6d.  for  disposal,  and  they  recom- 
mended a dividend  of  lOd.  in  the.  pound, 
bd.  in  the  pound  to  non-membersf  and 
donations  of  £13  13s.  If  was  agreed  to 
again  allocate  os.  per  employee  to  the 
outing  fund,  and  it  was  decided  that  in 
future  a representative  of  the  members  as 
well  as  the  committee  should  attend  all 
conferences  and  C’.AV.S.  meetings. 

Folkestone. — Considering  the  difficulties 
of  the  times,  the  report  presented  to  the 
naif-yearly  meeting  on  Monday  last  week 
was  considered  satisfactory.  Mr.  L. 
1 llcher  (president)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
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COUNTRY  MEMBERS. 


WHAT  CHELMSFORD  SOCIETY 

IS  DOING. 


One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  for  the 
co-operative  member  who  lives  in  the  country 
is  that  often  the  society  cannot  deliver  goods, 
and  sooner  or  later  many  members  drift  back 
again  to  the  village  shop,  with  its  seductive 
credit,  its  high  prices,  and  its  doubtful  variety 
of  certain  foods. 

It  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  Chelms- 
ford Star  Society  to  help  its  country  members, 
and  recently  it  has  so  extended  its  rural 
deliveries  that  now,  with  just  over  5,000 
members,  it  covers  an  area  as  great  as  that  of 
many  societies  of  four  times  this  membership. 

In  spite  of  not  having  paid  a dividend  last 
half-year — the  first  time  for  forty-eight  years — 
and  in  spite  of  heavy  expenses  in  connection 
with  the  opening  of  a fine  fish  shop  and  the 
setting  up  of  a milk  pasteurising  plant,  the 
society,  when  appealed  to  by  members  living 
eight  to  ten  miles  away,  decided  to  send  their 
orders  out  to  them  and  to  otherjieighbouring 
villages. 

Though  the  village  shopkeepers  complained 
— to  those  who  would  listen — that  the  co- 
operative store  intended  to  ruin  them,  the 
wives  of  the  agricultural  labourers,'  with  their 
husband’s  wages  being  mercilessly  reduced  to 
less  than  pre-war  standard,  welcomed  the 
society’s  enterprise,  and  the  first  batch  of 
orders  to  the  new  district  excelled  even  the 
officials’  hopes. 

So  grateful  are  a good  many  of  the  members 
for  the  efforts  on  their  behalf  of  the  secretary 
(Mr.  G.  N.  Young),  the  grocery  manager  (Mr. 
O.  R.  Woodhouse),  the  management  com- 
mittee, and  the  heads  of  the  various  depart- 
ments, that  they  intend  to  carry  on  a vigorous 
propaganda  among  their  neighbours,  and  make 
a district  which  has  truly  been  “ a co-opera- 
tive desert  ” into  a flourishing  centre  of 
co-operation. 


ROYAL  ARSENAL'S 

GROWTH. 

SUCCESS  OK  NEW  VENTURES. 


The  Royal  Arsenal  Society  reports  sales 
for  the  past  twenty-seven  weeks,  exclusive 
of  sales  from  the  works  department,  amount- 
ing to  £1,581,009,  compared  with  £1,008,993 
for  the  half-year  (twenty-six  weeks)  ended 
January,  1921.  The  total  output  of  2-lb. 
loaves  from  the  bakeries  during  the  half- 
year  was  6,930,370.  The  committee  report 
that  success  has  not  attended  the  farming 
operations  in  the  first  financial  year,  but 
they  hope  to  submit,  a more  satisfactory 
statement  at  the  end  of  the  current  year. 
The  preserve  factory  has  transferred  to  the 
society’s  distributive  depots  375  tons  of 
preserves  of  the  value  of  £35,631.  The 
members  now  number  92,413,  and  the  share 
capital  stands  at  £1,119,576.  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  a reduction  in  the  aggregate 
trading  expenses  has  been  effected. 

Valuable  freehold  premises  have  been 
secured  at  216  to  218  Old  Kent-road,  and  will 
bo  equipped  as  grocery  and  provision  stores 
when  available.  A block  of  leasehold  premises 
at  8,  10,  and  12,  High-street,  Deptford,  have 
also  been  secured  ; and  the  results  from  the 
grocery  and  provisions  business  are  most 
encouraging.  New  enterprises  and  altera- 
tions to  existing  branches  have  also  been 
very  successful. 

The  general  financial  position  of  the  society 
continues  to  give  cause  for  gratification.  The 
-total  invested  capital  amounts  to  £623,584, 
being  55.7  percentage  of  the  total  share  and 
loan  capital.  The  total  reserves  of  the  society 
amount  to  £119,962,  and  upon  the  members’ 
approval  of  the  suggested  disposal  account  a 
further  sum  amounting  to  £6,091  will  be  added  _ 
to  the  various  reserves  account.  A dividend 
of  9d.  in  the  pound  is  provided  for,  in  addition 
to  allocating  a similar  dividend  on  wages 
paid  to  employees,  and  making  generous 
contributions  to  the  reserves  of  the  society. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

there  was  a very  large  attendance.  The 
report  showed  sales  amounting  to  £101,821, 
being  a decrease  of  £24,174  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  of  1921,  the 
average  weekly  trade  being  £3.916,  or  16s. 
per  member.  The  decrease  was  attributed 
to  falling  prices  to  a certain  extent.  Share 
capital  stood  at  £81,974.  an  increase  of 
C917  on  the  half-year,  the  total  member- 
ship being  4.878,  a decrease  of  five  on  tlig. 
half-year.  The  surplus  disposable,  includ- 
ing £750  12s.  reclaimed  excess  profits  duty, 
after  making  provision  for  all  expenses  of 
working'  interest  on  share  capital,  penny 
hank  and  reserves,  and  depreciation  on 
land,  buildings,  and  fixtures,  allowed  the 
payment  of  a dividend  of  Is.  in  the  pound 
on’  members'  purchases,  and  a number  of 
grants  and  donations,  including  £10  3s.  3d. 
to  the  Co-operative  Party.  Councillor  W. 
Hollands,  J.P.,  was  appointed  to  attend 
the  Brighton  Congress.  Replying  to  a 
question  in  regard  to  withdrawals,  the 
Chairman  said  the  society  was  in  a very 
sound  position,  and  there  was  no  need  for 
any  member  to  go  away  from  the  meeting 
thinking  otherwise  because  they  had  with- 
drawals amounting  to  £14.000.  They  had 
met  them  at  a moment’s  notice,  and  they 
had  at  that  moment  a bank  balance  of 
£10,000  which  was  available*  for  any  with- 
drawals. The  society,  with  its  assets,  was 
iu  a splendid  condition. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


A Music  Guild  run  on  co-operative  lines 
has  been  formed  in  London.  Details  are 
obtainable  from  Mr.  F.  C.  Crosland,  5, 
King’s  Bench  Walk,  E.C.4. 

The  fullest  sympathy  will  be  extended  to 
Mr.  E.  King  (Oxford),  a member  of  the 
Southern  Sectional  Board),  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  who  passed  away  last  week  after 
a brief  illness. 

The  Corn  Hall,  Stowmajket,  was  crowded 
for  the  concert-meeting,  held  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  educational  committee  of  the 
Stowmarket  Society,  on  Wednesday,  last 
week.  Mr.  W.  F.  Spink  occupied  the  chair. 
A lecture  on  “ Co-operation  and  Insurance” 
was  given  by  Alderman  Witard,  J.P..  cue 
of  the  Labour  candidates  for  Norwich. 

The  committee  of  the  River  and  District 
Society  (Dover)  report  that  they  hope  to 
have  the  new  confectionery  shop  and  res- 
taurant ready  for  business  before  the  sum- 
mer season  commences.  The  collective  life 
assurance  continues  to  he  a boon  to  the 
members.  £82  11s.  9d.  having  been  paid  on 
the  deaths  of  eight  members  duiuhg  one  week 
in  January. 

The  West  London  (Central)  branch  of  the 
Men’s.  Guild,  have  decided  to  admit  ladies 
as  member-,,  and  in  future  it  will  be  known 
as  tlie  London  Co-operative  (Fulham 
Branch)  Mixed  Guild,  while  still  retaining 
affiliation  to  the  N.C.M.G.  The  following 
officers  were  re-elec  ted  for  1922 President  . 
Mr.  E.  Ellis;  vice-president,  Mr.  R.  F. 
Keay ; secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Lavender;  auditor,  Mr.  E.  J.  Blake.  Mr. 
A.  Johnson  (Labour  College)  will  speak  on 
March  8th  on  “The  Class  Struggle.  ' 

Rochester’s  aim  for.  1922  is  to  increase 
the  membership  to  5,000.  This  should  not 
bo  a very  difficult  task.  Tor  the  members  now 
number  4,663.  Trade  for  the  quarter  lias 
totalled  £31,909,  and  after  allowing  liberal 
depreciation  a dividend  of  lOd.  in  tli-a  pound 
lia«s  been  declared. 

Delegates  from  co-operative  organisations 
are  attending  a national  demonstration  of 
protest  against  the  restriction  of  educa- 
tional facilities  at  Central  Hall,  West- 
minster,  on  Saturday,  the  4tli  inst ., 
w hen  the  Bishop  of  Manchester -will  preside. 

A public  meeting  in  memory  of  the  late 
Mr.  H.  M.  Hyndman  will  be  held  at  South- 
place  Institute,  London,  on  the  6th  inst.. 
when  the  speakers  will  include  -Airs.  Hynd- 
' vna it  and  Messrs.  W.  Thorne,  M.P.,  Jack 
Jones,  M.P.,  and  Tom  Kennedy,  M.P. 

Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd,  secretary  to  the 
Southern  Section,  is  this  w'eek  visiting  the 
Isle  of  Wight,  and  is  addressing  meetings 
at  Cowes,  llyde,  and  Newport^ 


A HANDSOME  GIFT. 

LATE  SECRETARY  HONOURED  AT 
HORW1CH. 

'There  was  a large  gathering  of  members, 
general  and  educational  committees,  and 
employees  of  the  Honvich  Society  iu  the 
Co-operative  Hall,- on  February  18th,  when  a 
presentation  was  made  to  the  late  secretary 
(Mr.  R.  Stell),  who  is  now  the  secretary  of  the 
Blnckley  Society. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Orrell  (president  of  the  society) 
presented  Mr.  Stell  with  a handsome  solid 
gold  Waltham  watch,  with  the  inscription : 
” Presented  to  Robert  Stell.  F.C.R.A.,  by 
the  inombeis,  committee,  and  employees  of 
the  Honvich  Industrial  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.,  as  a token  of  esteem  and  appreciation 
of  his  sixteen  years’  faithful  service  with  tko 
society,  the  last  nine  years  as  general  secretary 
and  accountant,  February  18th.  1922."  Mrs. 
Stell  - was  presented  with  a gold-mounted 
umbrella. 

Mr.  Orrell  eulogised  the  work  of  Mr.  Stell, 
who  had  served  them  so  well ; and  Mess.s. 
Gilfoy,  Lee,  Smith,  Dale,  Shaw,  Jones,  Close 
(present  secretary  pro  tern),  and  Wynn  also 
paid  tributes  and  compliments.  The  recipient 
suitably  responded  thanking  the  company 
for  the  piesent  and  for  their  kindness. 

An  entertainment  was  afterwards  enjoyed. 


EPPING  S STRONG  POSITION 


The  Church  Room,  Epping,  was  filled  oil 
Monday  last  week  when  a concert-meeting 
took  place  under  tlie  auspices  of  the  educa- 
tional committee  of  the  Epping  Society. 
Mrs.  Pightling  (secretary  of  the  committee) 
■was  responsible  for  the  arrangements,  and 
*'he  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  results  of 
her  efforts.  Tim  musical  programme  pro- 
vided was  admirable,  and  every  item  was 
encored.  Amongst  the  features  of  the  even- 
ing were  the  recitations  of  Miss  ELliel 
Millns.  who  is  tlie  daughter  of  the  late  -Air. 
John  MilLus,  one  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  mem- 
bers who  started  the  Edmonton  Society,  i 

Mr.  G.  H.  Pightling  presided,  and  in  a few 
remarks  referred  to  the  sound  financial  imsD 
tion  of  the  society.  If  it  were  sold  up 
to-morrow  it  would  be  found  that  it  was 
worth  23s.  in  the  pound.  Although  the 
balance  sheet  totals  were  not  so  high,  a 
greater  bulk  weight  of  goods  was  being  dealt 
with. 

Mr.  A.  Golightly  (C’.W.S.  director)  also 
referred  to  the  sound  position  of  tlie  Epping; 
Society.  Tlie  balance  sheet  showed  that  a 
third  of  their  capital  was  in  stock,  almost  a 
half  in  land  and  buildings,  aud  over  £6,000 
in  the  Wholesale  Society. 


IT  WILL  PAY  YOU 

::  TO  TRY  THE  NEW  AND  IMPROVED  PATENT 


VACUUM  CLOTHES  WASHER 

WONDERFUL  BALL  VALVE 


tde 


60,000 


SATISFIED 

PURCHASERS. 


Our  Motto  is:  “TRY  BEFORE  YOU  BUY." 


NO  BOILING' 

NO  RUBBING 
NO  SCRUBBING 


Special  FREE  Offer 

To  convince  YOU,  we  will  send  a 
"SWIFTSURE”  Washer,  cairiage 
paid,  lo  any  Co-operative  Society  or 
::  member  in  the  British  Isles  on  :: 

14  Days’  Free  Approval 

without  sending  any  money  first. 


Artistic  sod  Attractive  Illustrated  Pamphlets 
and  full  directions  supplied  FREE. 


i 'Priee 


19/6 


S:ocked  r XM  C 

by  the  V^e  Tv 

and  Co-operative  Societies  and  Stores. 


The  NEW  and  GREATLY  IMPROVED 
“SWIFTSURE”  WASHER 

is  a triumph  of  BRITISH  inventive  genius 
and  workmanship  A few  turn*  of  a screw 
and  the  Ball  Valve  is  detached  for  cleaning. 

&c.  The  "SWIFTSURE”  is  made  of 
SOLID  COPPER  to  last  a lifetime. 

Thousands  of  UNSOLICITED  Testimonials  received 
from  Satisfied  and  Delighted  Purchasers. 


BEWARE  OF  CHEAP  AND  NASTY  IMITATIONS, 

Manufacturers  and  Patentees  : — 

The  BRITISH  VACUUM  WASHER  CO., 

ISLINGTON,  LIVERPOOL. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  "Women's  Pages," 
" Co-operative  News " Office,  Long  Millgale, 
Manchester. 


THE  OUTCRY. 


THAT  “GEDDES  ECONOMY  AXE.” 

HOW  BRADFORD  S CHILDREN  .WILL  SUFFER. 


WOMAN  POOR-LAW  GUARDIAN  AND  EX-COUNCILLOR 
HITS  .OUT. 


SO-CALLED  ECONOMIES. 

We  are  very  glad  to  see  that  the  outcry - 
against  the  “ cuts  ” iu  Education  and  in 
Health  continues  to  gather  force. 

A great  rally  of  organisations  con- 
cerned with  the  welfare  of  the  children 
is  being  called  together  in  London  to-day 
(March  4th)  at  the  Central  El  all,  West- 
minster. It  is  being  organised  by  the 
Workers’  Educational  Association,  sup- 
ported by  other  workers’  organisations, 
including  co-operative  societies,  women’s 
guilds,  teachers,  &c. 

This  national  protest,  combined  with 
the  individual  efforts  each  of  11s  can 
make  by  voice  or  by  vole  in  the  coming 
elections,  ought  to  make  an  impressive 
resistance  to  the  menace  of  the  axe. 

The  “ New  Statesman”  of  February 
i8th,  in  its  comments  on  the  Geddes 
Committee  and  the  proposed  retrench- 
ment in  education,  saj^s  : “ The  funda- 
mental vice  of  Sir  Eric  Geddes  and  his 
friends  is  that  they  have  no  sound  prin- 
ciple to  guide  them  iu  their  search  for 
economies.  Education  to  them  is  ap- 
parently something  to  be  bought  and 
sold  over  the  counter.  It  is  to  be  judged, 
as  one  of  them  said  in  public  a few  weeks 
ago,  by  its  ‘ economic  usefulness.’  Its 
aim  is  to  produce  efficient  workers  and 
profit-makers  first  of  all,  and  after  that 
possibly — if  there  is  time  and  the  ex- 
chequer is  full — educated  citizens.  . . . 
The  exclusion  of  six  hundred  thousand 
children  under  six  from  the  elementary 
schools  means  worse  men  and  women  in 
the  next  generation  ; larger  classes  and 
the  reduction  of  scholarships  mean  worse 
men  and  women  ; underpaid  teachers 
mean  worse  men  and  women.  The 
greatest  possible  expenditure  on  educa- 
tion is,  in  a commercial  sense,  an  im- 
perative duty  for  a civilised  nation.  But 
the  Geddes  Committee  do  not  see  beyond 
the  end  of  their  noses,  even  in  simple 
matters  of  economics  and  finance.” 

We  do  not  wish  to  labour  the  point 
this  week.  Lady  Acland  lias,  by  her 
timely  warnings,  already  made  our 
readers  aware  of  the  danger  ahead,  and 
until  this  danger  is  passed  we  intend  to 
keep  the  question  in  the  forefront  of  our 
“ Pages.” 


NO  GOING  BACK  HERE. 

OUR  LEAD  TO  THE  EAST. 

The  influence  of  the  International 
Labour  Office,  set  up  under  the  auspices 
of  the  League  of  Nations,  has  been 
instrumental  in  checking  a deplorable 
condition  of  women  and  child  labour 
in  the  carpet-weaving  industry  in  Persia. 

The  international  minima  of  “ fair 
and  humane  conditions  of  labour  ” have 
not  been  practised,  and  it  has  been 
reported  that  children  were  employed 
at  the  looms  from  five  years,  of  age, 
working  from  early  morning  till  sunset, 
under  physical  conditions  such  as  con- 
duced to  permanent  deformity  of  the 
arms  and  legs,  and  serious  damage  to 
the  general  health  of  the  workers. 

Under  pressure  of  friendly  represen- 
tations from  the  International  Labour 
Office  the  Persian  Government  have 
undertaken  to  prohibit  the  employment 
of  children  under  ten  years  of  age ; 
to  establish  an  eight-hour-day  ; a mid- 
day rest  hour;  and  to  make  provision 
for  factories  to  be  built  on  healthy  sites 
in  pure  air,  and  to  make  provision  for 
suitable  aud  comfortable  seats  for  the 
workers. 

In  India,  too,  an  important  Bill  is 
before  the  Indian  Council  of  State,  bring- 
ing non-textile  and  textile  factories 
under  similar  regulations,  and  raising 
the  age  of  employment  for  children  to 
fifteen  jTears.  Step  by  step  the  world 
is  rising  to  a higher  level  of  humanity 
in  regard  to  child  labour.  We  in  Great 
Britain  must  see  to  it  that  we  keep  a 
good  lead,  and  have  no  going  back 
under  the  false  cry  of  economy. 


We  met  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Con- 
valescent Homes  Association,  held  in  Man- 
chester on  -Saturday  last,  and  realising 
Bradford's  fame  for  what  the  city  has  done 
for  the  health  and  welfare  of  its  children, 
and  knowing  Mrs.  Clayton's  keen  interest 
in  the  subject  of  nursery  schools,  I ven- 
tured to  ask  her  to  tell  me  what  elfect  the 
;i  Geddes  Economy  Axe”  would  have  in 
undoing  their  beneficent  work. 

“ Well,”  replied  Mrs.  Clayton,  “ our 
special  schools  are  splendid  ! The  physical 
defective  school  alone  has  simply  worked 
wonders  with  children  with  twisted  legs  and 
other  disabilities;  and  thanks  to  surgery, 
massage,  proper  food,  and  good  treatment, 
to-day  these  have  a more  hopeful  outlook. 
Many  a child  has  discovered  what  it  means 
to  lie  able  to  run  about  and  play  like  other 
children.  The  most  successful  cases  have 
been  with  those  who  have  come  to  the 
schools  at  an  early  age.  And  now  these 
schools  may  have  to  be 
scrapped  in  the  name  of 
economy  after  costing  many 
thousands  of  pounds.  What 
will  be  the  result?  Why, 
the  children  will  have  to  re- 
main in  their  slum  homes, 
where  it  is  impossible  for 
them  to  have  proper  care 
and  attention.  Eventually 
they  must  become  life-lohg 
cripples.” 

“ And  what  about  your 
beautiful  open-air  schools?” 

1 asked. 

“ Y’es,  these,  too,  will 
have  to  go.  At  these 
schools,  surrounded  with 
woodland  and  open  coun- 
try, delicate  children  have 
been  able  to  sleep  and 
have  lessons  and  nature 
studies  in  the  open  air. 

Some,  after  being  from 
three  to  six  months  at  the  schools,  have 
come  back  with  rosy  cheeks,  fully  restored 
to  health,  and,  mark  you,  fit  for  the 
ordinary  schools. 

“ Then  take  our  residential  blind  and  deaf 
schools,  also  situated  in- the  country.  To 
these  are  taken  children  partially  blind  or 
with  weak  sight.  The  totally  blind  or  deaf 
ones  are  taken  at  as  early  an  age  as  pos- 
sible, so  that  they  can  be  taught  things 
that  will  fill  their  lives  and  make  them  self- 
supporting  citizens  in  the  future. 

“And  another  place  where  the  ‘Axe’ 
will  fall  is  on  the  mentally  defective  schools, 
where’ our  children  are  trained  to  do  what- 
ever they  are  capable  of  learning,  and  kept 
until  they  are  able  to  perform  some  kind 
of  useful  work.” 


Dear  Madam, — I write  as  a.  teacher 
of  elementary  school  experience  and  as  a 
guildswoman  to  say  how  to  real  educa- 
tionalists your  emphatic  condemnation 
of  the  wicked  proposed  education 
“ cuts”  by  the  Geddes  Committee  are 
.distinctly  encouraging.  Can  we  say  that 
we  have,  as  a nation,  really  awakened 
to  the  value  of  education  ? One  revo- 
lution has  been  accomplished — the  child 
mind  has  been  taught  to  appreciate 
school.  Have  we  nearly  achieved  an- 
other in  the  minds  of  the  parents  ? I 
wish  co-operative  guildswomen  could 
realise  how  very  much  we  are  behind 
other  nations  iu  our  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  character  and  mind  develops 
nient  which  constitute  true  education, 
although  not  in  its  broadest  sense.  Are 
we  willing  to  be  considered  an  ignorant 
people  ? Asa  Britisher,  I am  humiliated 
by  the  question.  Will  fellow-guilds- 
women  face  the  position,  fairly  ? Let 
me  utter  a warning  to  those  who  care — 
and  surely  we  do  all  care  in  this  matter — 
the  axes  are  at  work  already.  Already 
a census  of  the  schools  is  being  taken. 
The  Government  inspectors  are  making 
suggestions  to  the  education  authorities 
in  our  localities,  and  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  these  bodies  are  willing  tools  of 
the  economy  stunters.  I do  not  believe 
that  Parliament  will  have  a real  chance 
in  the  matter.  The  Government  is  tell- 
ing us  they  are  at  work  in  the  various 
departments  of  public  administration. 
If  Tommy  tells  his  mother  that  in  future 


And  I observed:  “ Are  you  not  pioud  of 
your  nursery  schools?” 

“ Yes  indeed,”  said  Mrs.  Clayton. 
“ There  are  already  three  of  these  schools 
in  Bradford,  and  plans  have  been  executed 
for  many  more  in  the  poor  areas.  If  only 
people  could  see  the  results  attained  by 
attendance  at  these  schools,  they  would  use 
their  votes  against  the  Geddes  Committee. 
In  Bradford  the  children  are  received  from 
two  to  five  years  of  age,  and  the  schools 
have  been  a blessing  to  tired  mothers  with 
large  families.  At  these  schools  the  teacher 
is  brought  into  closer  touch  with  the 
parents,  thereby  winning  their  confidence 
and  support.  At  the  opening  of  one  of  these 
schools  some  of  tire-fathers  promised  to  sup- 
ply plants  for  the  gardens  attached  to  the 
school.  You  can  imagine  further  what  their 
value  is  when  I tell  you  that  under  cur  pre- 
sent housing  conditions  three  and  four 
families  are  obliged  to  live 
together;  and  being  a Poor- 
Law  Guardian,  1 know  how 
the  children  suffer  in  health 
and  morale.  These  schools 
are  veritably  the  children’s 
paradise.  They  often  say 
they  would  like  to  go  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays. 

“ What  are  the  children 
taught?  Well  to  love 
flowers,  enjoy  songs,  games, 
and  make  things  in  clay,  out 
of  sand,  &c.  They  are 
taught  to  set  their  little 
tables  and  clear  away  after 
meals  and  wash  i.heir  own 
pots.  Aud  they  learn 
to  wash  aud  dress 
themselves.  It  is  very  im- 
portant in  Bradford  that  we 
should  have  such  schools  ns 
these,  because  so  many  of 
our  women  work  in  the 
textile  trades.  Take  the  case  of  a widow 
with  young  children  or  the  wife  with  her 
sick  or  disabled  husband,  forcing  the  mother 
to  become  the  bread-winner.  How  happy 
and  content  she  must  Feel  to  know  that  her 
child  is  well  cared  for.  Why,  the  impres- 
sions the  children  themselves  gain  at  these 
schools  influence  the  parents  for  good. 

“What  I say  from  experience  is  that 
every  man  and  woman  co-operator  ought  to 
use  his  or  her  vote  to  sec  that  the  economy 
stunt  does  not  fall  on  the  health,  education, 
and  happiness  of  the  children.” 

Our  interview  of  necessity  had  to  be  brief ; 
but  we  both  agreed  that  the  wealth  of  a 
nation  is  in  the  health  and  happiness  of  her 
people,  and  that  our  movement  must  take  up 
this  great  question  in  the  name  of  and  for 
the  sake  of  humanity.  A.  B.  T. 


be  has  to  take  the  materials  for  his 
lessons,  mother  will  know  what  is  hap- 
pening. They  will  increase  the  classes 
without  public  discussion,  if  we  permit 
it.  They  will  squeeze  the  little  ones 
from  the  school  building  by  limiting 
accommodation.  So  much  has  been 
done  to  give  the  tiny  tots  a little  joy  ; 
shall  they  be  robbed  of  it  by  the  greedy 
war  profiteer  ? Mothers  of  Britain, 
wake  up  ! wake  up  ! The  fight  is  here. 
The  battle  has  started.  Who  will  lead 
the  great  crusade  ? Shall  it  be  to  the 
honour  and  glory  of  our  great  guild 
movement  that  we  led  the  march  of  the 
women  in  their  fight  for  light  against 
darkness  ? 

Ethel  A.  Perriman, 
Secretarv,  Pokesdown  Women’s 
Guild. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

low  up  this  action  by  at  once  taking  steps 
to  secure  an  interview  with  their  M.P.'s 
when  next  in  the  constituency  in  order  to 
put  the  point  of  view  of  the  mothers  on 
this  question  before  them,  and  that  they 
should  also  ask  for  a deputation  to  the  local 
public  education  authorities.  Points  for  use 
at  these  deputations  will  be  sent  to  branches 
if  they  write  to  the  Guild  Office.  2S,  Church 
Row,  Hampstead.  London,  N.W.3. 

Postcards  protesting  against  the  “cuts” 
sent  to  M.P.'s  by  individual  members  would 
also  be  useful. 

A.  Honoua  Enfield,  General  Secretary. 

Held  orer;  “A  Mere  Man.” 


ELECTED  TO  MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE. 

Mrs,  Peace  ' Mrs.  Pirb 

(Exmoutli  Guild). 


THE  BATTLE  STARTS. 

PROTESTS  AGAINST 

EDUCATION  "CUTS.'’ 

KNOW  TOO  MUCH? 

Dear  Madam. — We  have  discussed  the 
proposed  education  cuts  by  the  Geddes 
Committee  at  our  Erdingtou  Guild  branch, 
when  it  was  said  that  it  i*>  always  the  same 
— the  people  in  high  places  always  want  to 
deprive  the  poor  of  their  rights.  It  was 
further  stated  that  the  “cuts”  had  been 
made  because  those  in  high  places  do  not 
want  the  working  class  to  know  too  much. 
As  one  who  knows,  may  I point  out  that 
the  proposed  classes  of  sixty  will  mean 
sixty-eight  children  at  times.  How  unjust 
this  would  be  from  a health  point  of  view. 
And  how  can  individual  teaching  bo  given 
to  each  child?  This  is  only  possible  in  a 
class  of  thirty  cr  thirty-five.  These  children 
are  our  country's  jewels,  and  should  bo 
given  their  birthright. 

The  “Geddes  Axe”  shows  the  calibre  of 
some  men  at  the  top.  But  surely  guilds- 
women all  over  will  say  boldly  we  will  not 
take  what  the  Geddes  Committee  says  we 
must.— Yours  very  sincerely. 

M.  Pegg,  Midland  District  Council, 


VALUE  OF  NURSERY  SCHOOLS. 

Dear  Madam.— In  reply  to  your  appeal, 
our  members  wish  me  to  say  that  they ^ pro- 
test' very  strongly  against  any  “ cut  " in 
the  children's  education.  They  arc  of 
opinion  that  secondary  education,  and  con- 
sequently university  education,  will  suffer 
most  of  all  if  the  children  are  not  allowed 
in  the  elementary  schools  until  they  are 
six.  At  six  years  of  age  a child  must  be 
iu  its  first  standard  if  it  is  going  to  do  any 
good  at  all. 

Anyone  can  easily  see  that  very  few  of 
the  workers’  children  will  ever  get  to  the 
secondary  school  if  all  the  years  before  six 
are  wasted  in  tlie  streets.  Then  it  makes  it 
much  harder  for  the  teachers  to  get.  good 
results  from  children  who  have  been  allowed 
to  run  wild,  and  as  likely  as  not  to  acquire 
many  objectionable  habits  which  would  be 
avoided  if  the  children  were_  in  school.— 
Yours  sincerely,  E.  Withington. 

Manchester. 


AFRAID  OF  THE  WORKERS. 

Dear  Madam. — At  a meeting  of  the  Guild 
Council  of  the  H.A.C.S..  held  on  Tuesday, 
last  week,  iu  reply  to  your  appeal,  I was 
asked  to  voice  the  protest  of  the  council 
at  the  suggested  and  supposed  economy  cuts 
in  education.  Our  members  felt  that, 
although  six  years  of  age  was  young  enough 
to  start  education,  they  have  every  sym- 
pathy with  mothers  who  either  have  to  leave 
their  children  all  day  to  supplement  the 
family  income  or  are  living  in  crowded  sur- 
roundings. They  fool  that  good  nursery 
schools  should  lie  established  from  the  age 
(rf  three. 

Our  members  also  protest  against  increas- 
ing the  size  of  the  classes,  believing  them  to 
be  too  large  already.  And  any  reduc  tion 
in  the  teachers'  salaries  was  also  protested 
against.  This  would  lie  a breach  of  faith 
on  tlie  part  of  the  Government,  after  adopt- 
ing the  Burnham  scale  for  three  years,  and 
onlv  tht  first  year  having  expired.  -Many 
teachers  have  only  just  received  a living 
Mage. 

Some  of  us  wonder  if  the  suggested 
“ cuts  ” are  in  the  cause  or  economy,  or 
whether  the  Geddes  Committee  are  afraid 
of  the  workers’  children  becoming  intelligent 
enough  to  fight  them.  Wo  say,  • Wal;. 
up.  fellow-guildswomen !”  — Yours  sin- 
cerely, Minnie  L.  Ling. 


BOMBARD  YOUR  M.P.’S. 

The  attention  of  branches  was  called  last 
week  to  a letter  in  the  “ Women’s  Page- 
by  Lady  Acland.  explaining  what  the  pro- 
posed ••‘cuts”  in  education  are.  It  1 hoped 
that  every  branch  has  read  this  letter,  a nd 
has  passed  a resolution  of  protest,  which 
should  lie  sent  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  Whitehall,  London. 
S.W.I.,  to  local  M.P.'s,  local  public  educa- 
tion authorities,  and  tlie  press.  . 

It  is  suggested  that  branches  should  I01' 

[Continued  at  foot  of  third  column.] 


MK5.  CLAYTON, 

Management  Committee.  Bradford 
Society,  Ex-City  Councillor  and  Poor- 
Law  Guardian, 


SOUL  STIRRING  CALL. 

YOUR  CHILDREN  AND  YOUR  COUNTRY  NEED  YOU. 


March  4,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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WOMEN'S  PACES. 

THE  LIVE  INTERESTS  OF  OUR 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


WOMEN’S  GUILD. 

CANVASSING  CAV.S.  DIRECTORS-CO-OPERAT1VE  v.  LABOUR 
PRESS— “NEWS  ’ BOARD  CANDIDATE— ELECTION— RUSSIAN  FAMINE. 


The  promised  circular  from  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  English  'Women's  Guild 

to  the  branches  is  now  published,  and 

although  it  is  addressed  to  the  members, 
all  that  concerns  the  Women’s  Guild  has 
go  great  a significance  lor  co-operation 
generally  that  we  are  glad  to  have  the 
privilege  of  referring  to  the  circular. 

The  first  matter  to  Which  the  attention 
of  the  members  is 

called  is  the  new 
rule  of  the  C.W.S. 

against  canvassing  on 
behalf  of  candidates 
for  the  board.  This 
rule  is  very  drastic, 
and  is  intended  to 
check  some  repre- 
hensible practices 
which  have  crept  into 
the  conduct  of  elec- 
tioneering for  the 
board.  The  new  rule 
narrows  down  the 
candidates’  efforts  to 
m a k e themselves 
known  to  the  elect- 
ing societies  to  the 
issue  of  one  circular, 
and  forbids  writing  or 
speaking  on  behalf  of 
a candidate,  or  any 
other  action  which 
may  influence  rotes. 

It  does  not  prevent 
the  merits  of  a can- 
didate from  baring 
discussed  round  the 
committee  table  when 
votes  are  being  cast,  or  at  members’  meet- 
ings when  the  vote  is  decided  at  such 
meetings. 

We  cannot,  of  course,  rebel  at  any  action, 
however  drastic,  which  will  help  to  purge 
the  movement  from  abuses  which  lower  the 
standard  of  conducting  the  duties  of  elect- 
ing our  responsible  officers,  and  we  can  only 
hope  that  the  rule  will  act  as  fairly  for 
women  candidates  as  for  men. 

The  second  matter  of  importance  we  give 
in  full  to  speak  for  itself : — 

“ Branches  will  have  received  an  appeal  to 
their  members  from  the  ‘Daily  Herald’ 
to  subscribe  to  its  funds,  and  to  send  such 
subscriptions  to  the  Guild  Central  Office 
for  investment  on  behalf  of  the  whole  Guild. 
We  are  glad  to  say  that  it  has  now  been 
made  possible  for  Guild  members  to  sub- 
scribe in  the  same  way  to  the  ‘ Co-opera- 
tive News,’  and  branches  will  shortly  be 
receiving  a letter  from  the  National  Co- 
operative Publishing  Society  about  it.  We 


wish  to  point  ojjt  that  in  both  cases  sub- 
scriptions are  invited  from  individual  Guild 
members.  Any  money  sent  should  be  raised 
by  individual  donations  or  by  a special 
branch  effort,  and  should  not  be  taken  from 
branch  funds,  which  are  intended  for  Guild 
work.” 

Mrs.  Dewsbury’s  candidature  for  the 
Newspaper  Board  in  the  place  of  Mrs. 

Barton,  whose  new 
duties  as  assistant- 
secretary  to  the  Guild 
prevent  her  from  seek- 
ing re-election,  gives 
the  Guild  branches  a 
further  interest  in  the 
Co-operativo  Press, 
and  should  help  to 
bring  home  to  them 
the  intimate  connec- 
tion there  should  exist 
between  the  Women’s 
Guild  and  our  publica- 
tions. 

The  Guild  members 
are  warned  of  the 
coming  General  Elec- 
tion, and  reminded  of 
last  year's  Congress 
resolution  regarding 
co-operative  political 
action.  “ The  capi- 
talist parties,”  says 
the  circular,  11  have 
many  names — Conser- 
vative, Coalition,  In- 
dependent Liberal, 
National  Liberal.  Anti- 
Waste,  &c.”  To  all 
these,  we  are  informed,  the  Guild  has  de- 
clared its  hostility.  The  workers’  parties 
are  the  Co-operative  and  Labour  Parties. 
Therefore,  each  Guild  branch  is  urged  to 
get  into  touch  with  the  local  Co-operative 
Party  (or,  if  there  is  no  Co-operative  Party, 
with  the  local  Labour  Party),  and  find  out 
what  help  they  need,  so  that  plans  of  work 
can  be  made  in  good  time. 

The  circular  ends  with  a plea  on  behalf 
of  the  Russian  Famine  Fund,  which  lies  so 
heavy  on  our  hearts  just  now,  since  Dr. 
Nansen  has  brought  the  terrible  tidings  of 
the  condition  of  things  in  the  famine  area. 

With  these  live  interests  before  them,  the 
guilds  will  not  lack -for  subjects  of  discussion 
during  the  next  few  months. 


A children's  party  has  been  held  by  the 
members  of  the  Wiilington  Quay  and 
Howden  Guild,  when  130  youngsters  were 
present. 


I 


UNSOLICITED. 


“ THE  MADCH  EDITION  IS  BETTER 
THAN  EVER,"  writes 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Heys  (King’s  Norton), 

"OUR  MEMBERS  T1UNK 

‘Woman’s  Outlook’ 

A FINE  MAGAZINE,  EVERY  COLUMN  IS  BRIMFUL  OF 
HELPFULNESS.  I HOPE  IT  FINDS  A PLACE  IN 
EVERY  HOME."  . 

March  Edition  Out  Last  Week. 


HAVE  YOU  COT  YOUR  COPY? 


WOMEN  IN  CO-OPERATIVE  LIFE. 

A PLEA  FOR  THEIR  WIDER  AWAKENING. 

MRS.  UNSWORTH  SPEAKS  TO  SHEFFIELD  GUILDERS. 


“ Women  in  Co-operative  Life.  National 
and  International,”  was  the  title  of  an 
address  given  by  the  Midland  Sectional  sec- 
retary (Mrs.  Unsworth)  at  a conference  of 
South  Yorkshire  delegates,  held  last  Satur- 
day at  Heeley  (Sheffield).  Mrs.  White 
(district  president.)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
Mrs.  Price-Jones  (president  of  Gleadless 
Road  Guild)  welcomed  the  delegates. 

At  the  outset  the  speaker  showed  how  the 
co-operative  movement  had  been  built  up 
by  the  power  of  the  basket,  and  how  the 
position  of  women  in  the  movement  to-day 
was  entirely  due  to  the  training  they  had 
received  in  the  Guild. 

But  (continued  the  speaker)  every  woman 
should  become  a member  of  her  society  in 
her  own  rights,  and  she  should  realise  there 
were  responsibilities  attached  to  member- 
ship, such  as  regular  attendance  at  quar- 
terly and  monthly  meetings,  careful  reading 
of  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” and  “Woman’s 
Outlook,”  and  an  intelligent  perusal  of  the 
balance  sheet. 

The  problem  of  unemployment  in  the 
movement  was  due  in  no  small  degree  to 
the  members’  apathy — those  who  were  not 
loyal  to  co-operative  productions. 

Unless  we  are  wide  awake,  wo  shall  be 
left  behind,  said  the  speaker  _wlfen  dealing 
with  political  education.  The  Conservative 
Party  had  fonued  young  people  into  an 
organisation;  similar  to  our  own  young 
people's  movement,  where  they  were  taught 
the  principles  and  aims  of  the  party  and 
how  to  use  their  vote. 

Coming  to  international  co-operation, 
nothing  had  given  the  speaker  more  plea- 
sure than  the  formation  of  the  Women’s 
International  Committee,  for  she  believed 
that  if  the  co-operative  women  of  all  coun- 
tries had  been  given  a chance  of  coming 
together  in  the  past,  there  would  never  have 
been  a war.  (Applause.) 

Against  Her  Husbands  Wish. 

Mrs.  Redfearn  (Clowne)  inquired  if  it  was 
possible  to  stock  only  our  own  productions. 

“ Not  at  present,”  Mrs.  Unsworth  re- 
I’hed,  “ because  we  do  not  produce  enough.'’ 

Mrs.  Taylor  (.Sheffield  and  Ecclesall  Poli- 
tical Council) : I joined  the  co-operative 
society  against  my  husband’s  wishes.  And 


I joined  the  Guild,  and  attended  the  quar- 
terly meetings.  Now  my  husband  is  anxious 
to  know  where  I get  my  knowledge  from. 
However,  continued  the  speaker,  he,  too, 
is  to-day  a loyal  eo-operator.  (Applause.) 

Another  Delegate  who  had  also  joined 
against  her  husband's  wishes  ma.de  him  see 
tile  wise  step  she  had  taken. 

Miss  Whitworth  (district  secretary)  said 
it  was  disgraceful  to  think,  when  talking 
about  the  eduoation  “cut,”  that  an  ex- 
Lord  Chancellor  still  received  a pension  of 
£92  a week. 

Mrs.  Batty  (Killamarsh)  told  how  they 
got  every  young  woman  upon  marriage  to 
join  the  Guild.  Twenty-four  babies  were 
born  in  their  guild  last  year,  for  whom 
they  collected  over  £12.  This  was  divided 
between  the  mothers,  who  invested  the 
money  in  the  society’s  penny  savings  bank. 

Mrs.  Kitchen  (district  committee)  urged 
management  committees  to  be  loyal  to  co- 
operative factories. 

Mrs.  Robinson  (district  committee)  main- 
tained that  it  was  in  the  power  of  manage- 
ment committees  to  make  employees  co- 
operators. 

Mr.  Green  (Sheffield  and  Ecclesall  Men’s 
Guild)  contended  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment was  the  most  reactionary  of  modern 
times.  It  had  brought  the  people  to  the 
verge  of  ruin  and  starvation,  and  now 
wanted  to  starve  the  minds  of  the  children. 

Mr.  Gibbs  was  not  satisfied  with  the  work 
of  societies’  education  committees.  Some- 
thing more  than  third-rate  comedy  conoerts 
was  necessary  to  educate  the  people.  The 
Government,  which  still  paid  pensions*  to  the 
descendants  of  Lord  Nelson  and  Admiral 
Rodney,  wanted  to  stint  the  education  of 
the  workers’  children,  that  they  might 
keep  them  in  a state  of  servitude. 

I\Ir.  Hemmings  (Brightside  and  Car  brook 
Men's  Guild)  said  dividend  was  essential  to 
progress,  because  societies  oould  not  make 
capital  without  it.  To  get  the  best  results, 
Men’s  and  Women's  Guilds  should  work 
together,  and  not  in  opposite  directions,  as 
they  had  done  in  the  past. 

A vote  of  thanks  was  moved  to  the 
speaker  by  Mrs.  Batty  (Killamarsh),  and 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Abbot  (Sheffield  and 
Ecclesall). 


The  members  of  the  new  Rhyl  branch  are 
organising  a whist  drive  to  raise  funds  to 
provid'd  tiliem  with  a (room.  Forty-seven 
members  have  now  enrolled. 

At  the  recent  Bungay  Guild  party  a 
“ silver  thimble  " presentation  was  made 
to  Mrs.  Palmer  and  Mrs.  dutton  for 
making  highest  attendances.  and  an 
amusing  sketch,  “ Our  Betty,”  was  given 
by  Mesdames  Debenham,  Glutton.  Margit- 
son,  Sampher,  Beach,  and  Miss  Gardiner. 

At  the  North  Metropolitan  District  Con- 
ference, held  at  Hsirringsiv,  oil  the  24th 
ultimo,  Mrs.  Layton  (Guild  vice-presideait) 
gave  a report  of  her  visit  to  the  Inter- 
national Congress  at  Basle.  She  referred  to 
the  tnno  lost  at  the  Congress  owing  to  the 
difficulty,  in  understanding  the  languages, 
and  thought  there  should  be  in  interna- 
tional language  taught  in  the  guilds.  A 
resolution  was  unanimously  passed  that  the 
Central  Committee'  be  asked  to  give  a lead 
to  tli-3  guilds  in  taking  up  Esperanto  in  view 
of  the  .special  assistance  it  would)  be  at 
future  International  Congresses, 

The  Hants  District  Conference  was  held 
at  Gosport  on  the  22nd  ult.  Mrs.  Long- 
bottom  (Cowes)  was  in  --the  chair,  while 
Mrs.  Weeden  (Gosport)  gave  the  welcome, 
and— a resolution  was  passed  that  a letter 
of  appreciation  be  sent  to  the  United  Board 
re  their  invitation  to  Miss  LI.  Davies  to 
preside  over  Congress  to  be  held  at 
Brighton.  Mrs.  Allen  (Southern  Section), 
introducing  the  subject,  “ Women  on 
Co-operative  Boards,”  emphasised  the  fact 
that  75  per  cent,  of  members  in  the  move- 
ment are  women,  yet  few  in  comparison 


with  the  men  held  positions.  The  difficulty 
seemed  to  be  getting  the  right  wdmeix  in 
the  right  plate.  Mrs.  Green  pleaded  for 
a larger  circulation  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News,”  drawing  attention  to  the  work 
of  the  advisory  committee  which  liacl  been 
formed  in  the  Southern  Section.  One 
Guild  member  had  disposed  of  300  copies 
in  a month.  She  urged  branches  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  appointing  a member 
to  take  up  the  work  of  collecting  tho 
names  of  regular  subscribers.  Airs.  Long* 
bottom  said  the.  “ Co-operative  News  ’’ 
was  the  women's  text-book  of  the  move- 
ment. Others  taking  part  in  the  discus- 
sions were  Mesdames  Warwick,  Besson, 
Bains,  Gates,  Morlev.  Pitchers,  and  Rain- 
bow. The  question  of  reducing  the  Dis- 
trict Committee  was  introduced,  but  will 
be  raised  again  at  the  annual  meeting. 

Brixham's  first  Guild  meeting  was  held 
recently,  when  Mrs.  Mudge  (Paignton) 
gave  an  address  on  "Its  Aims  and 
Objects.”  Mr.  W.  J.  Shute  (managing 
secretary)  was  in  the  chair,  and,  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  management  committee, 
stated  they  were  willing  to  assist  in  every 
way  and  would  set  aside  a room  for  the 
use  of  the  Guild.  The  Guild  tended  to 
make  women  better  citizens  and  to  take  an 
active  interest  in  co-operative  production 
and  distribution,  said  Mrs.  Mudge,  the 
speaker.  Mrs.  Bidder  was  appointed 
president,  Mrs.  Brown  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Campion  secretary,  Mrs.  Alward  treasurer, 
with  Mesdames  N.  L.  Widdicombe,  Bulley, 
Michelmore,  and  Nethert  to  form  the 
committee. 


The  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  Ltd. 

is  offering 

LEACHED 
CALICO 


PRODUCED  AT  THE  C.W.S. 
WEAVING  SHED  AT  BURY, 

AT 


8 


Id. 

2 per  yard 


through  the  distributive  societies 
of  the  country. 
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Ask  at  your  Store  for 
C.W.S.  Bleached  Calico, 

35  inches  wide. 


This  is  a special  offer,  and  may 
only  be  available  for  a few  days ; 
hence  the  advisability  of  early 
requests. 
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UNITED  WE  STAND. 

EFFORT  IN  THE  NORTH  TO  SECURE  SOLIDARITY. 

IMPORTANT  SECTIONAL  CONFERENCE. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Northern  Sec- 
tional Board  a conference  of  representatives 
from  societies  in  the  area  was  held  on  Satur- 
day, in  the  C’.W.S.  Hall,  Newcastle,  to  discuss 
the  subject,  “ Solidarity  in  the  Section  and 
How  to  Achieve  It.” 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (chairman  of  the  board), 
who  presided,  stated  that  the  subject  Mr. 
Riddle  had  to  introduce  was  one  which  was 
worthy  of  attention,  because  they  wanted  a 
closer  bond  between  societies. 

At  the  outset,  Mr.  Riddle  stated  that  he 
could  say,  with  some  confidence,  that  the 
future  of  the  movement  was  a very  hopeful 
one,  and  that  whatever  the  successes  had  been 
in  the  past,  the  best  was  yet  to  be. 

Unconscious  Co-operators. 

He  was  afraid  there  were  many  men  and 
women,  closely  identified  with  individual 
societies,  who  had  no  right  appreciation  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  trade  and  membership 
of  the  Northern  Section,  and  to  help  the 
conference  to  realise  the  position  he  had 
drafted  a chart  showing  each  society’s  mem- 
bership and  sales  for  1920.  Every  one  of 
these  societies  was  responsible  for  the  good 
government,  the  wise  administration,  and  the 
splendid  and  efficient  results  of  co-operation 
in  its  particular  district. 

Taking  the  whole  of  the  Section  it  was 
found  that  there  were  137  societies,  and  for 
the  year  1920  the  sales  amounted  to  over 
thirty-six  millions.  There  were  also  over 
half-a-million  members  who  were  closely 
identified  with  the  co-operative  cause,  and 
over  sixteen  thousand  employees. . If  they 
had  the  fact  driven  into  their  minds  that 
"each  of  these  societies  had  an  obligation  to 
every  other  sofcietv,  they  would  have  learnt 
one  of  the  things  that  would  lead  to  solidarity 
and  sr.ciess  of  the  movement  in  the  future. 

• Another  impressive  point  was  that  there 
were  twelve  members  on  an  average  on  every 
board  of  management.  That  meant  that 
there  were  1,500  men  and  women  sitting  in 
committee  week  after  week  administering  the 
affairs  of  the  societies,  and  if  these  1,500 
people  worked  together  for  the  one  aim, 
then  there  was  not  a commercial  combination 
that  could  affect  the  co-operative  movement 
in  the  least  degree. 

What  had  been  the  work  of  the  past  years  ? 
The  Section  was  made  up  of  seven  districts, 
and  the  committee  of  each  of  these  districts 
met  once  a quarter  and  arranged  a subject 
and  "conference  for  the  societies  within  that 
area.  He  had,  however,  traced  back  -for 
twenty  years  the  subjects  considered  by 
District  Associations,  and  he  had  found  that 
the  Northern  Section,  through  its  District 
Associations,  had  discussed  sixteen  different 
subjects  every  year  during  that  time.  What 
he  had  been  disappointed  with,  and  dis- 
couraged by,  was  the  lack  of  definiteness 
about  their  propaganda,  and  he  was  not  quite 
sure  but  what  the  time  had  come  when  they 
ought  to.  change  from  a position  of  indefinite- 
ness to  a very  definite  and  almost  dogmatic 
one.  ' 

Remedies. 

How  were  they  to  bring  about  this  change  ? 
Firstly,  by  administrators  in  the  co-operative 
societies  cultivating  a full  sense  of  respon- 
sibility to  the  local  society.  The  first’  business 
of  the  committeeman  or  woman  was  to  watch 
its  administration,  its  commercial  growth 
and  membership,  and  carefully  scrutinise  its 
policy  and  get  to  know  what  they  could  about 
its  work  and  influence.  To  speak  the  truth, 
men  had  no  conscious  sense  of  the  duties  of 
their  office.  Was  it  because  they  could  be 
co-operators  to-day  without  any  incon- 
venience ? He  was  inclined  to  think  so. 

Secondly,  they  wanted  to  realise  their 
responsibility  to  the  Section,  to  endeavour 
. to  persuade  every  board  of  management 
that  when  it  sat  it  was  not  representing  one 
society  in  the.  Section.--  If  boards-  had  that 
spirit  they  would  ponder  carefully  over  every 
action  they  wore  going  to  take,  because  at 
ncarlj’  every  committee  meeting  there  were 
matters  coming  up  for  disfcu&sion  which 
affected'  nearly  every  other  society  in  the 
Section.  One  of  the  things  they  ought  ty 
have  in  the  boardrooms  was  a co-operative 
map,  and  on  that  map  the  local  society  ought 
to  be  very  dominant.  Every  new  committee- 
man would  ask  what  that  stood  for,  and  tho 
chairman  could  sav,  “ That  is  your  society, 
your  point  in  the  Northern  Section,  and  every- 
thing you  do  must  find  its  reflection  in  the 
other  societies.  Please  be  careful  in  doing 
the  business  of  this  society.” 

The  third  thing  required  was  confidence 
and  friendship  between  boards  of  management. 
His  experience  had  been  that  two  committees 
were  at  daggers  drawn,  but  outside  the  board- 
room  they  were  the  best  of  "friends.  Why 
could  they  not  have  the  same  friendly  rela- 
tionship in  office  as  when  they  were  citizens  ? 
The  only  way  that  they  were  going  to  change 
the  present  indefinite  position  was  by  culti- 
vating a sense  of  responsibility  to  an  individual 
society,  and  to  the  Section  as  a whole. 

More  Useful  Discussions. 

Referring  again  to  the  subjects  considered 
bv  the  North,  Mr.  Riddle  remarked  that  instead 
of  each  District  Association  arranging  its 
own  programme  the  sectional  board  should 
choose,  at  the  beginning  of  every  Congress 
year,  three  or  four  subjects  for  the  Section  to 
consider.  He  could  name  half-a-dozen 
suital»le  subjects,  but  one  very  vital  subject 
t the  moment  was  “ The  Management  and 


Working  Costs  of  a Retail  Society.”  If  they 
could  get  every  District  Association  and  every 
society  in  the  Section  to  face  that  position, 
to  look  into  its  working  expenses,  they  would 
discover  anomalies  that  would  compel  them 
to  say,  “ Our  expenses  are  2s.,  others  Is.  6d. 
What  is  the  reason  ? ” They  might  also 
consider  federation  and  amalgamation.  Much 
might  be  said  for  these,  and  if  they  could  get 
everyone  interested  the  sectional  board  could 
then  issue  some  suitable  literature  for  and 
aguinst,  and  each  District  Association  would 
consider  the  subjects  and  arrive  at  a decision, 
after  which  they  would  come  together  in 
conference  and  formulate  something  definite. 

No  Such  Word  as  Can’t. 

It  might  be  said  that  this  was  an  ideal, 
and  could  not  be  done,  but  he  had  to  say 
that  there  should  not  be  such  a word  as 
*’  can’t,”  and  he  wanted  to  ask  if  anyone 
thought  ten  years  ago  that  they  would  build 
up  a little  bit  of  machinery  to  which  95  per 
cent,  of  the  societies  would  respond  the  last 
time  they  tried  to  test  solidarity.  There 
was  the  man  who  said  “ It  will  hot  work  ” 
but  lie  wanted  to  say  that  the  men  who  gave 
expression  to  that  were  these  who  had  no 
knowledge  of  history  and  knew-  little  or 
nothing  of  what  had  been  done  in  the  past. 

A Grand  Ideal. 

The  Chairman  congratulated  the  speaker 
on  his  address,  and  stated  tliat  he  had  pre- 
sented to  the  conference  a grand  ideal 
A Boldon  representative  thought  that  per- 
haps the  movement  avas  too  formal,  and  to 
illustrate  his  point  he  stated  that  they  got 
men  on  to  boards  of  management  who  .stayed 
on  for  ages.  Would  it  not  he  better  if  they 
got  behind  themselves  and  pushed  forward 
and  got  some  young  men  on  to.  committees; 
and  had  a stated  time  for  them  to  serve. 

Mr.  Thompson  (Sunderland)  was  inclined 
to  think  that  there  was  something  in  a com- 
mitteeman staying  on  too  long.  He  thought 
that  a conference  of  boards  of  management 
in  certain  parts  of  the  distric-t  might  be  to 
the  good  of  everybody,  and  iie  also  agreed 
that  a co-operative  map  in  every  committee 
room  was  essential. 

Mr.  Scribben  (Stockton)  stated  that 
boards  of  management  in  themselves  were 
divided,  and  so  long  as  that  existed  so  long 
would  trouble  arise.  The  subjects  discussed 
in  No.  7 Association  had  no  real  definiteness 
about  them. 

A Wallsend  representative  stated  that  the 
whole  crux  of  the  situation  was  that  they 
were  not  getting  the  enthusiasm  in  tile  retail 
societies  that  they  should  do. 

Mr.  M'Ewen  (Stooktcn)  said  they  had 
beard  muoli  about  indefiuiteness,  but  if  he 
brought  one  charge  against  the  address,  it 
was  that  it  had  no  definiteness  about  it. 
Where  were  they  to  look  for  a lead  to  meet 
tlie  situation  which  confronted  them? 
Would  it  come  from  Congress?  No,  tluey 
disregarded  the  decisions  of  Congress’;  they 
were  considered  as  pious  resolutions;  and 
what  was  true  of  Congress  would  he  true  of 
the  Northern  Section.  In  his  judgment  the 
movement  had  to  realise  that  as  separate 
entities  the  small  societies  could  scarcely 
exist  in  the  new  conditions  that  faced  them . 
'1  he  movement  had  also  to  recognise  some 
au'*.ority,  but  lie  did  not  know  where  it 
existed. 

The  Lack  of  Authority. 

Mr.  Straker  (Northumberland  Miners’ 
Association,  who  was  present  as  a delegate) 
stated  that  fine  of  the  reasons  that  ;Jiev  got 
pious  discussions  was  that  the  .Sectional 
Board  itself  was  merely  advisory,  so  that 
they  simply  came  to  liea.r  opinions  expressed. 
He  thought  that  if  they  wanted  to  get  reni 
interest  at  these  meetings  they  had  to  give 
the  Sectional  Board  power  to"  decide  from 
time  to  time  the  policy  of  the  societies  in  the 
area . 

Mr.  Stoddart  (sectional  secretary)  stated 
that  Mr.  M'Ewen  had  raised  the  question  of 
authority.  All  authority  was  derived,  and 
the  onlv  authority  that  was  admissible  in 
these  democratic  days  (using  the  word 
democratic  in  its  widest  significance)  wiis 
authority  given  to  a certain  administrative 
body  by  persons  over  whom  it  had  to  be  exor- 
cised, and  so  long  as  they  remembered  tliat 
this  was  a voluntary  movement,  &o  long 
would  they  have  iinlefiuitoness. 

Mrs.  Ferguson  (Darlington)  had  ecane  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  necessary  for 
them  to  faos  the  fact  that  there  must  be 
some  authority  which  would  be  honoured 
when  it  came  to  a decision.  She  thought  it 
was  true  to  say  that  they  were  lackiim  in 
real  leadership.  She  believed  in  federation 
of  efforts,  and  considered  that  the  time  was 
now  ripe. 

After  further  discussion,  Mr.  I.ar.g  (Mid- 
dlesbrough) moved,  and  Mr.  Scarth  1 Stock- 

ton)  seconded  the  following  resolution: 

That  the  Sectional  Board  take  into  con- 
sideration the  suggestions  that  have  tome 
before  us,  and  endeavour  to  draw  up  a 
scheme  to  attain  the  object  at  which  the 
speaker  is  aiming. 

This  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 


Mr.  J.  Oliver  (C.W.S.  director),  speaking 
on  Saturday,  at  Million,  oo.  Durham,  said 
sinoe  the  war  the  C.W.S.  had  gone  to  the 
help  of  Belgium  and  other  countries,  in- 
cluding Roumania,  to  the  extent  of  three- 
quarters  of  a million  pounds,  ' 


A LITERATURE  WEEK. 


A new  idea  in  puslifulness  comes  from 
Branch  No.  3 of  the  Parkstoue  and  Bourne- 
mouth Society,  223,  High-street,  Poole. 
There  is  to  be  a special  literature  week, 
when  all  tlie  staff  will  endeavour  to  y'tfsh 
the  publications  of  the  National  Co-opera- 
tive Publishing  Society  by  selling  the 
" Co-operative  News,"  the  ” Millgate 
Monthly.”  the  “ Woinan’-s  Outlook,”  and 
“ Our  Circle,”  and  to  book  orders  for  the 
same.  Here  is  a lead  worth  the  following. 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 

N*et  (2{ 

A SPECIAL 
CHEAP  LINE. 

T.H.  TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

Established  1887- 

NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKERS-TheN.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Readable  Trade  Union 
Taper.  Published  fortnightly 
1 (on  Saturdays).  Price  2d.. 
Irom  brtn.h  secretaries,  or  3d. 
rosl  Iree  from  Central  Office — 
-’Oakley,"  Wilnulew  Road, 
FollnwReld.  Monchestcr. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


Blackpool  co-operative  society  ltd.— 

Wanted,  MANAGER  for  Drapery  Department 
(central  and  3 branches)?  trade,  1921,  £23,500;  N.U.O.O. 
scale  salary. — Applications,  stating  ago  and  experience, 
with  two  references  only  (envelopes  to  be  marked 
" Drapery  to  reach  Secretary  of  the  Society.  Shep- 
pard-street,  Blackpool,  not  later  than  first  post, 
Tuesday,  March  71  h. 


BOOT  AND  SHOE  SALES  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted, 
YOUNG  LADY  as  FIRST  ASSISTANT;  must  be 
a thoroughly  experienced  saleswoman  and  smart  win- 
dow-dresser; no  repairs;  only  those  with  these  quali- 
fications need  apply;  N.U.D.A.W.  wages  paid. — Applica- 
tions to  he  made  in  own  handwriting,  stating  age  and 
experience,  enclosing  testimonials,  to  Heywood  Indus- 
trial Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  4,  Bethel-street,  Hey- 
wood, endorsed  boots,  not  later  tlian  March  9tli. 


CLOTHING  AND  DRAPERY  MANAGER  AND 
BUYER. — Wanted,  a capable  MAN  to  take  charge 
of  the  Drapery,  Clothing,  nnd  Boot  Department,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  general  manager;  new  business; 
good  window-dresser;  membership  750. — Apply,  Oo- 
operatice  Society  Ltd.,  Diss,  Norfolk. 


DRAPERY  BUYER  and  MANAGER  Required  for 
Central  and  Branch;  trade  £20,000  last  year; 
smart,  energetic,  nnd  capable  man;  N.U.C.O.  scale. — 
Apply,  stating  age,  full  experience,  together  with  two 
copies  of  testimonials,  not  later  than  Thursday,  March 
9th,  Ilkeston  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  l2,  South- 
street-,  Ilkeston. 


DRAPERY. — Wanted,  a thoroughly  capable  MAN- 
AGER for  Country  Branch;  must  be  good  stock- 
keeper  and  window-dresser;  knowledge  of  boot,  trade 
essential. — Applications,  stating  age  nnd  full  particu- 
lars of  past  nnd  present  employment,  with  copies  of 
testimonials,  to  be  sent  to  the  Doncaster  Mutual  Co- 
operative and  Industrial  Society  Ltd.,  to  arrive  not 
later  than  first  post,  Monday  next.  N.U.D.A.W.  wage 
scale  paid. 


Grocery  and  provisions.-first  hand 

Wanted  in  Central  Stores;  good  disciplinarian.— 
Apply,  with  full  particulars  as  to  experience,  age, 
and  wages  required,  to  Committee,  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.,  Hnydeu-place,  Guildford,  Surrey. 


HORWICH  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED  (86,  Lee-lane,  Horwioh,  Lancs.). — 
Wanted,  a competent  DRAPERY  MANAGER  or  MAN- 
AGERESS; must  be  an  experienced  buyer  and  an  up- 
to-date  windmv-dreiser;  sales  for  the  jxist  twelve 
months  £13,200;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wages  paid.— Applica- 
tions, stating  age,  experience,  with  copies  of  two  testi- 
monials, to  reach  the  Society  not  later  tlian  Thursday 
morning,  March  9th,  endorsed  " Drapery  Manager  or 
Manageress.” 


STEAM  LAUNDRY  ENGINEER— Wanted,  experi- 
enced MAN;  must  havo  thorough  knowledge  of 
hollers,  steam  engines,  hot  nnd  cold  water  circulation, 
and  general  laundry  plant;  none  but  those  possessing 
these  qualification,-*  need  apply.— Applications  to  he 
made  in  writing,  addrersed  to  the  Secretory,  Bright.-ide 
and  Uattirouk  Co-operative  Society  Lid..  Kirkbridge- 
road,  Attercliffc,  Sheffield,  endorsed  " Laundry  En- 
gineer,” stating  age,  wage,  references,  and  giving 
details  of  experience,  not  later  tlian  March  14111.  Can- 
vassing the  Committee  will  be  a disqualification. 

TTIIE  Newark  Co-operative  Society  wish  to  thank  the 
many  applicants  for  the  position  of  DRAPERY 
MANAGER,  nnd  to  say  the  vacancy  has  now  been 
filled. 


THE  Management  Committee  of  the  Brighton  Equit- 
able Co-operative  Society  invite  applications  for 
the  post  of  MANAGER  and  BUYER  for  the  Drapery 
Department;  last  year’s  trade  £33.000;  the  N.U.C.O. 
scales  in  operation  for  the  time  being,  with  any  future 
variations,  will  be  paid. — Apply  in  first  instance,  with- 
out testimonials,  Managing  Secietary,  95,  Londou-roacf, 
Brighton. 

THE  Peterborough  Equitable  Industrial  Co-operative 
Society  Limited  Require  tlie  sen-ices  of  a smart, 
competent  MAN  as  DRAPERY  MANAGER  nnd  BUYER, 
annual  sales  about  £32,000;  must  be  capable  of  increas- 
ing tlie  trade  on  low  stocks  and  able  to  control  large 
staff.— Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  qualifica- 
tions, references,  and  wages  required,  to  the  Com- 
mittee, Park-read,  endorsed  ” Drapery  Manager.”  None 
but  live,  efficient  men  need  apply. 


THE  Peterborough  Equitable  Industrial  Co-operative 
Society  Limited  Require  the  services  of  a keen, 
capable  man  as  FURNISHING  MANAGER  and  BUYER; 
annual  sales  £13,000,  which  can  be  doubled;  working 
knowledge  of  H P.  system  and  good  window  designer 
esseittinl. — Applications,  stating  age.  experience,  quali- 
fications, references,  and  wag fc  required,  to  the  Gom- 
inittee.  Park-road,  endorsed  " Furnishing  Manager.” 
No  use  for  any  but  smart,  up-to-date  men. 


WJ ANTED,  smart  JUNIOR  ASSISTANT  for  Grocery 
TV  (age  18-20);  experience  in  canvassing. — Apply, 
slating  wages,  to  Committee,  Great  Rocks  Industrial 
Co-operative  Society,  Peak  Vale,  via  Stockport,  on  or 
before  Monday  next^ 


\\T ANTED,  a smart  MILLINER;  willing  and  able 
V V to  take  charge  of  light  drapery  ilepartin’cnt. — 
Apply,  Co-operative ’S-x-iety*  Ltd,,  Pi  — , Norfolk, 
■\XrANTED,  smart  HEAD-SALESMAN,  with  general 
v V experience  of  hardware,  floorcloth,  linoleums, 
. and  able  to  make  attractive  displays  in  the  de- 
intents. — Applications  to  be  sent  in  writing  to  tho 
•ni.-hing  Department  Manager,  Co-operative  Society, 
Bishopton-lane,  Stockton,  with  two  recent  testimonials, 

• later  than  March  7th.  _ 

'V’lT’ANTED.  M AXAGERESS-nUY ER  for  Millinery. 

M Dr  - Goods,  Mantles,  Costumes  Underclothing, 
and  Fancy  Drapery  ; to  supervise  trimming  and  making 
Up. — Apply  by  letter  to  Co-op  rative  Society,  Silver- 
dale,  Stafi>.,  stating  age,  experience,  wages  required. 


refer 


\\T ANTED,  FOREMAN  CONFECTIONER;  -mart,  all 
V V round  man  — Apply  in  writing  t"  Fail-worth 
Industrial  Society,  9.  Church  street,  Newton  Heath 
Manchester,  not  later  than  first  post,  Monday  morning 
March  6th. 


W 


7 ANTED,  in  smith,  an  ASSISTANT  for  Drapery 
) Department;  must  be  smart  and  qualified  lo 
vo  through;  age  25  to  30.— Apply,  -taring  experi- 
ence, wage  required,  with  copies  ot  testimonials  or 

references,  to  Box  53,  “Co-operative  News,”  M j c, 

X7S7 ANTED,-  DRAPERY  and  BOOTS  MANAGERESS; 
> > first-class  YOUNG  LADY,  to  take  charge  under 


first-clas-' 

i of  grocery 
dow-dre-ser,  and  saleswoini 
i Monday,  March  6th, 
perienee,  to  Eecleshill . C< 
" -adford. 


no  linger ; good  l _ 
i essential.— Write  not-  later 
taring  age.  wages,  anti  ex- 
operative Society  Limited, 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen, CLERKS,  PACKERS,  nnd  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner-,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilke-  House,  Malet-strcet,  London,  W.G.l. _ 

BAKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  B infield,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Cou- 
tectionors,  67,  Sydney -si  reel,  London,  S.W, 

Drapery,  or  drapery,  c lothing,  and  boots. 

Experienced  Manager  seeks  RE-ENGAGEMENT; 
good  buyer  and  slock  keeper;  25  years'  experience,  20 
years  in  movement ; good  rets.— Box  50,  ” Co-operative 
News,”  Manchester. 

U R N I SH I NO , H A R D W A RE,  AND  T ROCK  FRY.—' 
Advertiser  seeks  Position  an  MANAGER  or  FIRST 
HAND;  15  years’  co-operative  experience;  aged  31 
years. — Box  52,  •'  Co-operative  News,”  Manchester. 

MANAGERESS  and  BUYER,  Drapery ; smart  YOUNG 
LADA’  requires  POSITION;  keen  business  per- 
son; 11  years'  first-class  experience;  excellent  refer- 
ences.— Apply,  Box  55,  '■  Co-operative  News,"  M/c. 

Mechanical  transport  engineer  (3oj,  ut 

•present  In  charge  ol  contractor's  large  mixed 
fleet,  desires  CHANGE;  expert  filler  and  turner,  &■.; 
not  afraid  of  work;  excellent  refs.;  co-operator  and 
trade  unionist  (A.E.U.);  unv  locality,  but  midland  or 
Minthern  preferred. — Box  54,  " Co-operative  News,” 

Manchester. ' 

ANTED,  Situation  as  GROCERY  BRANCH  MAN- 
V V ACER  or  SHOPS  SUPERVISOR  under  grocery 
buyer;  14  years'  co-operative  experience;  thorough 
understanding  of  grocery  business  and  Advertising; 
good  refs.;  change  required. — Box  51,  "Co-operative 
N6\vs,”  Manchester. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  R.  HlBBF.HD,  66,  Great  Prescott-strect,  London,  E.l. 
(TpUBLIC  ENTERTAINERS— HALLS  for  HIRE  at 
popnlnr  pleasure  resorts  on  the  East  Coast,  near 
Hull.  UNITY  HALL,  WITHERNSEA. — Seating  capacity 
450;  music,  singing,  dancing,  and  dramatic  licenses; 
brillantly  lighted  by  electricity;  fully  equipped  with 
stage,  screens,  chairs,  grand  piano,  cloak  room,  lava- 
tories, main  and  emergency  staircase-.  UNITY  HALL, 
HORNSEA.— 8ttting  capacity  450;  licensed  for  singing 
and  dancing;  brilliantly  lighted  by  electricity; 
equipped  with  chairs,  piano,  lavatories,  main  and  emer- 
gency staircases,  &c. — Offers  for  the  season,  May  1st 
to  September  30th,  invited  by  Hull  Co-operative  So- 
ciety Limited  26,  Jarrntt-.stroet,  Hull.  Alternative 
quotations  will  be  considered  for  full  occupation  or 
for  evening  occupation  only. 


A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMIC'S."  Always 
a success.  A show  built  to  please.  Reper- 
toire pro.;  terms  mod.— 15,  Warwickstreet,  Huhne, 
Manchester. — Tel.  1103  Central.  


MISCELLANEOUS. 


AGENTS.— 100  BOOKS,  4s.  3d.,  carriage  paid,  each 
containing  100  inonev-earning  secrets;  sample  Is. 
(refunded).— GleiVes.11-68,  Muwbey-si.,  London,  S.W.  I. 
TTENTION  — Your  windows  will  compel  attention 
if  you  use  PAPER  LETTERS.  Patterns  and 
method  of  cutting  them,  2-.  post  free.—"  Primo  ” 

(Dept.  B ),  27,  Clarendon-road.  Blackpool. 

4 TTR A(  riYE  DISPLAY  LETTERING  Patten  nnd 

/V  Expert  Instruction,  2s.  9d. ; complete  J 

Outfit,  Tinted  Letters,  Figures,  Wordings,  Ac 
I tree.— Conway  Sign  Service,  Broadway,  . 


6s.  fid. 


DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thing. 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  (REAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  »m>w, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter, 
special  terms  to  co-operative  speieties;  prices  on  appli- 
cation—Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Jndus- 
trml  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-.-trcol.  Exeter.  _ 

FOB  SALE.  8-SheIved  DOUBLE  BREAD  PROVING 
RACK  (Ton gp),  Complete  with  blind-;  condition 
equal  to  new.— Full_  particulars  from  - "*"  ''' 

Industrial  5 
Bradford. 


1 Limited.  Roy 


71  REE.—  POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  a 
’ address;  also  particular-  of  money  making  8pai 
i e n (renew— E.  Rn  hkibd.  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill.  Loud' 


NCREASE  TRADE.— ATTRACTIVE  TINTED  DIS- 
PLAY LETTERING;  method  and  pattern*,  2*.  9d. 
Complete  business  outfit  t->  form  any  wording, 

5s.  6il.  post  free. — t oxwiv.  Wi.iy-bury,  Bin  k- 

NON-SM EI.LING  FIRELIGHTERS. 

D PACKETS;  17s.  gross  packets;  earn  pies  gratis. - 
Address,  Firelight  Supplies,  Gorton,  Manchester. 


ORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY, 
under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Condition*.  K-. 
Prioe*.  Established  1887. 
r.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


S2^-Ev. 


who 


rillir 


be  night  to  work,  piace  your  orders  now. 
to  employ  more  workpeople;  OFFICE  I , ' 
IOP  and  OFFICE  FITTINGS  and  SI  P- 
1 kinds- — Midland  Woodworkers  Ltd.  (Tro- 


9 SHOOT  BINS  in  perfect  condition. 

1 •£$?.  mVtZ 

width,  2ft.  ’ -- 

1 MACHINE  for  rolling  and  measuring  piece  draper i *. 
1 TABLE  for  same-  ... 

AU  cheap  to  quick  buyers.— Can  be  seen  by  appoint* 
ment  at  Denholms  Co-operative  Society  Ltd , »*•» 
Bradford. 
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Aids 

Digestion. 

Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread- and- 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

H6MIS 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  stanch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HOVIS  is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


YOCB  BAKER  BAKES  IT, 


If  you 
want 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

hSes!obLE  ZT 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


HOLYOAKE  Brand. 

THE  BEST  FOR  ALL  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  them. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Limited. 


FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Uprto-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches  : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 


if  yon  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and 


increase 


membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 


The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd.,  London,  W.l. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  - 


TRAVELLING 

OVENS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH.! 

Telephone : PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegrams : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH, 

Head  Offices : KINCSWAY  HOUSE.  KINGSWAY.  LONDON,  W.C,  2,  Works:  WILLESDEN 
JUNCTION,  LONDON.  N.W.  10,  and  PETERBOROUGH.  Branches  70.  WELLINGTON 
STREET.  GLASGOW,  72.  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


— Tsfie  Reliable  Home  3>yes.  — 


DRUMMER 

in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

A " -iV-Ji  bought  at  ail  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON: 

■ ■ Makers  of  £dges  “3)  oily  58lue”  $ " 3)olly  (Bream’ 


Makers  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Address,  Fulton  Street.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 


Address : BPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society’s 
Restaurant. 

Quality  is  Right.  Prices  are  Right. 

Note  the  Address:  ALBION  STREET. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


X.L,"  " Eccles."  “ Climax,”  and  other  Cheek  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX” 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Great--* 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

P erfect  in  Quality.  ’.  '.  : Moderate  in  Price. 

MANUFACTURED  BV 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Boo  Hivo  Works,  Droylsden. 


I&U 


WANTED, 


)0 


Is  tk  BOOS  for,! 

, 'w  Boys  iow, 

1 Sttixrt : Reliable  1 

y **  BcstVaIuc  : ' j t» 

Crompton.  Boor  Mw&dss, 

I & ll  \\  jrks , 


a 


Che  ideal 

Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grnndrelles,  Flannelette, 
Silcslas,  Linencttes.  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Linings  ! 
also  of  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley.  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No. 9 Pillar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  OHice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

TOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington  ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Croquet. 
Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Goll  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 


All  Co-operators  6* 
Trade  Unionists 


to  ask  at  their  Stores  lor 


“Self-Help”  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trado  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Ma  -hlno  nse.  Boot-Closing 
Twist,  Tailors'  Button-Holo  Twist,  &c.  Blndlugs 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Bolting,  aud  othor  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Societg 

Makers  ol  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies'  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS,  w“£ 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  tnS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhousc  Hills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Solo  Agents  : Tho  , 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd, 

Manufacturers  of  FACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  .Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c.^ 


M 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well -known 
CO  - O PERATIY K 
BRAND  


MEN'S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE' 
OF  QUALITY 
and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


giitiii*iiiiii#iiiiii*iiiiii*iiiiii*iiiiii*iiiiii*iiiiiii*iHii»iiiiii*iiiiii#iiiii»iiiui#iiiiii*iiiiiii*iiiiii*iiiiii*i)iiii*iiiiii*iiiiii*iiiiiii*iiiiii*iiii!te 


| ASK  AT  YOUR  STORE  FOR  THESE  FAVOURITE  BRANDS  OF  BUTTER. 

* — 


e.  w.  s. 


BRISLINGTON 

BUTTER 


SPECIAL  BRANDS. 

" AVONDALE ” 
“DAISYMEAD  ” 
“MAYFLOWER” 
“ FRIARY  ” { 


BASSES  OF  FISH  sent  daily  from  tho 
C.W.S.  fish  station:  Lowestoft.  Ask 
the  manager  of  your  own  store  to  arrange 
for  a trial  order  at  3s.  or  2s. 


SERVICE  CYCLE  CARRIER  for  grocery, 
butchering,  and  bakery  department* — 
made  at  the  C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley, 
Birmingham.  Co-operative  goods  should  bo 
delivered  by  co-operative  carriers. 


LACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
1 and  is  one  of  the  l*e.st  known  CAN  S. 
specialities.  Ask  for  it  in  your  local  shop. 

CHOKERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
CUT  Cigarette-.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  C.W.S.  always. 

EVONIA  SERGES  are  the  production* 
of  the  Buckfastleigh  Mills  of  the 
C.W.S.  Ask  to.  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not.  why  not?  They  are  retd  cooperative 
productions,  Al, 
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Good  Understandings— 

WHEATSHEAF  BOOTS 

Sold  at  all  Stores. 


MutCft  1.  192'.:. 


£ Journal  of  Associated  Industry , 


ASK  FOR  THESE 
THIS  WEEK. 


$ 


& 


& 


WHEATSHEAF  BOOTS 

are  sold  only  at  (Bo-operative  Stores 
— and  tdey  are  obtainable  at  ALL 
(Bo-operative  Stores. 


& 


THIS  IS  THE  SHO|  THAT  SELLS  FOR  STYLE,  QUALITY. 
ANt)  fOMFORT— AND  if  IS  THE 


LADIES'  GLACE  KID  at  1 2 s.  6D. 


MEN'S  STANDARD  WHEATSHEAF  BOOT. 

MACHINE  SEWN.  Patent  and  Self  cap. 

1 6s.  6d. 


MEN'S  WHEATSHEAF  GUINEA  BOOT, 

IN  BOX  CALF,  CLACE  KID,  AND  WILLOW. 
Derby,  Balmoral,  and  Shoes,  Welted. 

21s. 
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THE  POLISH  WHICH  SHINES  AND 
PRESERVES  THE  LEATHER. 


^/le  "Best. 

/or 

tr 


GOOD  BOOTS  deserve 
GOOD  POLISH, 


and  tfiat’s- 


Obtainable  only  at  Co-  operative  Stores,  and  sold  in  all 
Co-operative  Boot  Departments. 


PEIiftW  ! 
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Wheatsheaf 

Shoes 

look  well 

— AND 

WEAR  WELL. 

ASK  AT  THE  STORE. 


No.  2,650.  No.  150.  New  Series. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Refill,  red  ns  0 Newspaper. 


tuhuay,  March  ii,  1922. 


ONE  DAY  OLD. 


As  Strong  and  Hardy  as  the 
Co-operative  Movement. 


Send  to  C.W.S.  Poultry’ Section,  Han- 
*--Ciyer  Street,  Manchester,  for  price  list  of 
chicks  and  eggs  from  Prize  birds  bred 
on  CAV.S.  Farms. 

Your  $!orc  Manager  has  a copy  ; and 
you'll  gel  dividend  us  well  as 
satisfaction M 


Co-operative  committees  should  OTaer 
a dozen  copies- of  The  People’s  Year 
Book.  They  fair  easily  sell  six  or  seven; 
and  the  rest  should  be  offered  as 

Prizes  for  Essays 

on  co-operative*  subjects.  The  idea  is 
a grand  one;  many  education  com- 
mittees are  adopting  it. 

In  order  to  encourage  all  committees 
of  societies,  guilds,  and  branches  to  take 
advantage  of  this  notion  we  will  allow  a 
discount  of  25  per  cent,  on  orders  of  nol 
less  than  a dozen  copies  received  before 
March  15th,  by  the  Co  operative  Press 
Agency,  i,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 

Thus,  committees  can  have  twelve 
copies,  carriage  paid,  of  a half-crown 
volume  for  22s.  6d. ; and  by  making 
them  prize  volumes  for  local  elsays  can 
extend  a knowledge  of  the  movement  in 
an  attractive  and  informing  way. 


! GALA  DAY 

AND 

j FESTIVALS. 

Committees  of  Societies 
arranging  for  open-air 
pleasures  should  get 
into  touch  yyith  the 

C.W.S.  Entertainment 
Agency 

of  the  Stationery  Department, 
Manchester. 

ARTISTES  PROVIDED, 
TENTS  LENT, 
and  everything  arranged 


THE  FIGHT  NOT  OVER. 

WHERE  THE  EDUCATION  [MINISTER  WILL 
RETRENCH. 

SOME  ECONOMIES  DEFERRED,  BUT  THE 
POOR  TO  SUFFER. 


CRIPPLES  ATTACKED  : SECONDARY  SCHOOLS  TO  BE  SAVED 

FROM  DEMOCRACY. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


I have  to  ask  co-operators  to  cl  i s rent,  as 
vigorously  and  as  noisily  as  they  can,  from 
the  view,  expressed  in  >so  many  papers  dur- 
ing the  past  few  days,  that  a great  victory 
for  the  cause  of. education  lias  been  won. 

The  supposed  victory  lies  in  the  statement, 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
the  Geddes  Committee's  recommendation  to 
‘•save”  £18,000,000  on  education  is  not  to 
be  given  effect  to.  The  Chancellur  lias 
found  that  the  public  conscience  has  been 
arcused,  and  that  once. more  dsSnger  signals 
have  been  raised  along  the  track  that  lies 
before  the  Ministry.  The  outburst  oi^ 
resentment  against  the  Geddes  Cuts  on  the 
education  programme  has  been  n delightful 
sign  of  hong  for  the  salvation  of  the  s-onl  of 
the  nation.  The  decision  cf  the  Government 
not  to  give  effect  to  the  Geddes  recommen- 
dations is  not  a bold  refusal:  it.  is  an 
admission  that  the  Government,  in  the  face 
of  tlie  public  revolt,  dare  not  proceed  to 
destroy  the  educational  advantages  the 
people  have  won  by  the  persistence  of  their 
demand  and  by  the  volume  cF  the  clamour. 
The  Victory  is  Not  Complete. 

We  must  bear  in  mind,  however,  that  if 
’the  Chancellor  has  agreed  not  to  rob  our 
children  of  £18,000,000  worth  of  education, 
he’  lias  agreed  to  rob  them  of  £0,000.000 
worth.  He  says  to  the  wealthy  grumblers . 
We  will  cut  off  £6,000,000  this  year.  And 
lie  means  that,  and  if  there  is  no  fuss,  he 
will  clock  a bit  mere  next  year.  He  seems 
to- expect  that  both  sides  will  be  pacified. 

I .hope  the  masses  will  not  be  satisfied,  and 
that  every  co-operative  organisation  in  the 
country,  that  can  influence  a single  member 
of  Parliament*  will  send  the  same  message: 
Hands  off  Education, 

On  some  points  Hie  workers  have  really 
won.  The  teacher  is  the  most  important 
craftsman  engaged  in  the  building  up  of  the 
new  world.  His  wages  have  been  saved 
fiom  the  axe  for  the  present,  and  the 
poorest  workers  have  most  reason  to  be  glad 
that  the  vandalism  of  the  G'Stldcs  Committee 
in  that  direction  -has  been  prevented. 
The  children  of  such  workers  always  have 
less  opportunity  of  picking  and  choosing 
their  school,  and  the  teacher  is  a greater 
influence  in  the  lives  of  these  children  than 
in  the  lives  af  children  who  c-ome  from  homes 
where  the  atAospliere  and  environment,  the 
home  and  iiirtadornment,  and  in  most  cases 
even  family  conversation  are  illuminating 
and  educative  to  the  young  people. 

■ The  working  classes  have  reason  to  be 
satisfied,  too,  that  the  child  below  the  age 
or  six  is  not  to  be  turned  out  cf  tire  schools. 
At  that  point  victory  has  been  won. 

Victory  lias  not  been  won  iii_  other 
directions. 

In  the  elementary  schools,  classes  arc  to 
be  larger.  SO%that  fewer  teachers  will  be 
iTeeded.  Think  what  that  menus!  In  Man- 
chester there  are  already  629  classes  con- 
taining more  than  fifty  children.  In 
Nottingham,  out  of  800  teachers,  more  than 
half  are  teaching  classes  with  more  than 
Fifty;  and  in-  the  whole  country  there  are 
36,000  teachers  similarly  handicapped  by 
classes  containing  more  than  fifty.  Th-se 
•figures  were  related  on  Saturday  at  the 
W.E.A.  protest  meeting  in  London.  To 
allow  larger  classes  would  overstrain  the 


teachers  employed  in  them,  throw  others  on 
the  scrap  heap,  and  render  the  school  hours 
less  fruitful  to  the  children.  The  enlarge- 
ment of  classes  should  be  fought  not.  only  in 
Parliament,  but  in  the  areas  covered  by  the 
various  local  education  authorities. 

The  Secondary  Schools. 

Mr.  Fi.-.her  clearly  warns  us,  too,  that  an 
attempt  is  to  be  made  to  save  the  money  of 
the  education  department  by  advancing  fees  . 
in  the  secondary  schools  and  by  keeping  the 
proportion  of  free  places  in  secondary  schools 
from  increasing  beyond  the  present  propor- 
tion. In  the  interests  of  the  working-class 
parents  who  struggle  nobly  to  pay  fees  for 
their  children,  and  in  the  interests. of  the 
growing  number  of  promising  children 
capable  of  benefiting  greatly  from  secondary 
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| A Co-operative  Sentiment,  j 

| “ It  Is  supremely  important  that  l 

| there  should  be  a powerful  body  j 
j of  public  opinion  determined  to  [ 

| uphold  the  belief  that  education  is  j 
| not  a luxury  that  can  be  dispensed  j 
( with  because  we  are  poor,  but  a j 
| necessity  we  must  maintain  at  all  1 
i costs.  ” — The  Bishop  of  Manchester.  { 

education,  but  whose  parents  cannot  afford 
to  pay  fees  for  them,  co-operative  influence 
should  be  directed  towards  the  opening  of 
the  doors  of  secondary  schools. 

These  engaged  in' trade  on  a big  scale — 
and  who  are  the  chief  grumblers  on  the  score 
of  educational  expenditure — complain  to-day 
that  America  is  cutting  thorn  cut.  Here 
the  proportion  of  children  in  grant-aided 
secondary  schools  is  ten  per  thousand  of  the 
population;  in  America  it  is  fifteen  per 
thousand.  In  this  country  education  in 
those  schools  is  free  for  about  a third  of  the 
pupils;  in  America  it  is  free  for  all.  Can 
we  hope  to  keep  ahesd  of  America  so  long  as 
these  comparisons  last? 

Attacking  t*he  Cripples. 

Mr.  Fisher  proposes  to  economise,  at  the 
behest  of  the  Geddes  Committee,  on  1 lie 
speeded  schools  for  defective  children  and  on 
feeding  of  school  children;  and  he  invites 
the  public  to  osrent  to  “a  temporary  sur- 
render ” of  tbe  medical  attention  given  to 
school  children.  These  features  have  been 
made  part  of  our  educational  system  because 
the  people  have  demanded  they  should  be. 
Co-operators  at  Congreves  have  bgcn  moved 
to  enthusiasm  about  them.  I hope  they  will  ‘ 
be  moved  to  acticti  now.  Theso  public* 
boons  are  threatened  with  a ruthless  trim- 
ming with  the  Economy  Axe.  If  co-opera- 
tors rest  satisfied  because"  the  Axe  will  only 
chop  off  £6,000,000  of  the  expenditure 
necessary-  to  supply  tire  educational  facilities 
required  instead  of  £18.000,000;  cr  if  they 
delude  themselves  into  believing  that  all 
that  is  asked  of  them  is  "a  temporary  sur- 
render” of  what  they  have  already  won; 
they  may  find  that  our  national  educational 
system  will  receive  a set-back  from  which  it 
may  not  recover  for  a generation. 


C.I.S.  PROGRESS. 

OLD  RIVALS  DISTURBED. 

AN  INSIDIOUS  CAMPAIGN. 

The  Co-operative  Insurance  Society  is 
forging  rapidly  ahead,  cutting  into  the 
business  of  old-established  companies, 
bringing  in  new  business,  and  showing  signs 
of  remarkable  developments  which  will  mako 
the  C.I.S.  one  of  the  biggest  enterprises  in 
the  whole  movement.  The  latest  and  per- 
haps the  strongest  evidence  of  this  is  in 
the  exceptional  vigour  'with  which  the 
C.I.S.  is  being  belittled  and  misrepresented 
by  the  canvassers  of  other  life  assurance 
concerns. 

One  leaflet  issued  by  opponents  of  the 
-C.I.S.  purports  to  reproduce  a report  of  a 
statement  made  by  a delegate  at  one  of  the 
quarterly  meetings  of  the  C.W.S.,  in  which 
the  C.I.S.  was  criticised  because  one  policy- 
holder had  not  received  all  the  bonus  ho 
expected. 

The  reproduction  puts  into  the  mouth  of 
the  speaker,  who  is  named,  words  which 
he  did  not  use,  and  which  did  not  appear  in 
the  “News”  report  of  his  speech. 

There  had  been  four-and-a-half  years  of 
a universal  war  just  before  that  pniicv 
matured.  Almost  all  the  life  assurance 
offices  had.  to  reduce  their  bonus  owing  to 
the  abnormal  conditions  of  that  time,  and 
some  did  not  pay  bonus  at  all. 

When  a leaflet  of  that  kind  is  issued  with- 
out the  name  of  either  the  printer  or  the 
publisher,  there Ts  enough  to  prompt  imme- 
diate questions  as  to  its  purpose  and  its 
origin  and  its  accuracy. 

Co-operators  ought  not  to  be  misled  by 
such  Literature. 

The  C.I.S.  has  not  suffered  materially 
as  a result  of  the  crusade  against  it,  of 
which  the  leaflet  referred  to  is  a part,  it 
is  issuing  10,000  policies  per  week  from  the 
industrial  life  department.  In  spite  of  the 
efforts  of  its  opponents,  it  is  making  splen- 
did headway — and  at  an  increasing  rate — 
as  the  following  comparison  of  the  business 
in  1920  and  1921  shows : — 


Clares  of 
Bu-ineass. 

Proraiumi 

1920. 

£ 

Prorninms 

19.1. 

£ 

Itato  of 
lucreuto 
p-*r  cent. 

Life — Ordinary  . . . 

2GS.462 

305.565 

13-82 

Special  .... 

50,184 

57,929 

15-43 

Industrial  . . 

147.066 

246.138 

67.30 

Fir  e 

129,394 

157,082 

21-4 

Accident  — Persona! 

5)2 1.> 

7,503 

45 -87 

Employers’  Lia- 
bility. &c 

108,690 

113,273 

4-22 

General  

75,965 

93,189 

-•67 

784,976 

980,679 

24-!):) 

Collective 

599,957 

672,643 

1211 

Totals 

1,384,933 

1,053,322 

19-38 

This  table  shows  signs  of  h&nTuiy  vigour, 
and  when  it  is  added  that  the  C.I.S.  assets 
exceed  £2,000,000,  and  that  the  life  funds 
are  in  a particularly  healthy  condition,  co- 
operators  will  attach  little  importance  to  llio 
efforts  made  to  belittle  their  own  com-,  nr-. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS. 


Since  the  “Calendar’’  '’page  II)  Has 
made  ready  for  the  press  We  have  received 
information  that  the  Men’s  Guild  confer- 
ence arranged  for  March  18th,  .it  Bolton, 
has  been  postponed... 

Lb.  .rfSfWIfll*ft)llVIK'6  . \ : r.'.l  P L!;  Ii- 

M oil's  G.ifild'  (Mid- York -hire  ’bi  n a!  a 
confer; i:e>  in  tjie  cooperative  premi-re, 
BruUafrit.-k-sti.et.  Keighley,  at  3 p.m..  1 

Maxell  18tli.  The  subject  cf  hi*,  a Idre-  will 
be/“Tlie  Press  ,.  the  People. 

Speaking  at  Stirchley  Labour  Church, 
Councillor  Mrs.  Barton,  the  Co-operative 
Parliamentary  candidate  for  the-  King'* 
Norton  Division  of  Birmingham,  said  if 
Russia  were  to  be  saved,  it  was  imperative 
that  help  should  come  from  other  nations. 
The  only  way  for  peace  for  the  world  was 
to  apply  the  golden  rule,  and  treat  each 
other  as  they  would  themselves  wish  to  be 
treated. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  AEUS. 


March  11,  ifpr 


BACK  TO  SLAVERY  ON  THE  LAND? 

THE  HARD  LOT  OF  THE  AGRICULTURAL 

WORKER. 


HOW  IT  IS  CHECKING  THE  MOVEMENT’S  GROWTH. 


BY  GEORGE  A.  GREENWOOD. 


An  old  friend  of  mine  has  lately  told  “ Co- 
operative News  ” readers  of  the  distressing 
conditions  in  the  mining  areas,  and  I know 
sufficient  of  them  to  agree  that  they  are  bad 
enough ; but  beside  the  plight  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourer  and  his  family  those  conditions 
begin  to  pale. 

Jn  writing  this  article,  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  to  keep  a restraining  influence  upon 
the  natural  sense  of ' indignation,  outrage,  and 
humiliating  shame  with  which  one  contemplates 
the  ruined  order  on  the  land,  created  mainly  by 
the  politicians.  Denunciation  and  invective 
rise  unbidden  in  the  mind,  but  let  us  see  if  the 
plain  facth  are  not  equally  eloquent  and 
effective  in  setting  out  the  troth  about  the 
situation. 

Days  of  Prosperity. 

The  war  brought  great  prosperity  to  the 
agricultural  industry.  There  was  an  enormous 
demaud  for  produce,  prices  were,  generally 
speaking,  high,  and  labour  was  short.  So 
important  were  regarded  the. functions  of  the 
agricultural  worker,  so  insistently  was  he  told 
that  the  salvation, of  the  country  rested  very 
largely  upon  his  food-producing  capacity,  and 
so  eager  were  the  farmers  to  retain  him  on  the 
land,  that  the  labourer  began  to  see  himself 
in  an  entirely  new  and  more  important  light. 
He  organised  into  the  National  Union  of  Agri- 
cultural Workers  and  the  Rural  Brauch  of  the. 
Workefs’  Union.  He  asked  for,  and  obtained, 
increases  in  wages  which  seemed  princely  in 
comparison  with  his  pre-war  earnings.  He 
got  many  other  concessions,  and  finally  in  there 
came  the  Wages  Boards,  guaranteeing  him  a 
legal  minimum  weekly  wage  and  maximum 
hours,  beyond  which  he  was  to  have  substan- 
tial overtime  pay.  At  the  end  of  the  war  and, 
indeed,  for  some  time  after  it ,•  Hodge  appeared 
not  merely  to  have  been  discovered  he  appeared 
to  have  been  emancipated.  There  was  probably 
more  prosperity,  and  certainly  more  self-reliance 
anil  independence,  iir  tKy^Britash  conntiysido 
than  ever  There  "liad  t>ccn  before. 

That  structure  of  prosperity  has  since  been 
completely  undermined.  In  the  first  place,  a 
world-policy  which  has  cost  us  semes  of  mil- 
lions in  the  perpetuation  of  war  abroad  has 
produced  poverty  at  home,  in  which  demand 
for  agricultural  output  has  inevitably  suffered, 
and  in  the  second  place  a Government  which 
has  become  callously7  expert  in  repudiating  its 
own  offspring  has  demolished  the  very 
machinery  which,  in  time.of  stress,  might  have 
preserved  some  semblance  of  economic  security 
on  the  land.  Last  summer  there  disappeared 
the  Wages  Boards,  and  a direct  conscquenco 
is  that  workers  who  two  years  ago  were  getting 
an  equivalent  of  one  guinea  a week  in  pre-war 
purchasing  value  have  to-day  to  make  shift  on 
the  equivalent  of  15s.  a week  or  Jess. 

Appalling  Privation, 

Moreover,' vc ry  C&hsidcrable  numbers  are  at" 
present  wholly  or  partially  unemployed,  and 
are  likely  for  some  time  to  remain  so.  The 
amount  of  privation  now  to  be  found  in  the 
villages  and  hamlets  of  England  and  Scotland 
is  appalling.  A few  days  ago  I talked  with 
an  old  rural  wqykcr  whose  back  was  bent  and 
"hose  hands  were  gnarled  by  the  process  of 
threescore  years’  toil  on  the  land,  and  he  told 
me  that  economically,  at  any  rate,  the  farm 
labourers  are  bafck  pretty  well  where  they  were 
twenty-five  years  ago.  The  men  are  working 
without  any  hope  of  getting  that  sustenance 
which  is  their  need  and  their  due ; women  arc 
going  short  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
children  are  being  born  and  reared  stunted  by 
the  lack  of  good  nourishment. 

This  new  return  of  hard  poverty,  bad  in 
itself,  is  made  a great  deal  worse  by  the  fact 
that  for  two  or  three  years,  at/ any  rate,  the 
present  Siif&ivg  were  enabled'To  live  a fuller 
life  by  the  relative'  prosperity  that  then  came 
to  them.  An,  increase  of  even  fiy©  or  six 
shillings  a wyok  in  the  income  of  a honsrhohl 
"Ml1  Sor  '/«»  “ carried ’ on ’s ' with  anything 
from  14s.  to  17/.  was  a considerable  one.-  It 
meant  more  mbaij  more  eggs,  more  clothing— 
pefliaps  one-.  or\fcwo  new  -pieces  of  furniture, 
and  so  on.  Further  than  that,  a great  number 
young  men  now  tilling  the  soil  or  tending 
the! beasts  served  during  the  war  in  the  forces, 
w hi) re  t^c\j|  \l3je  jvel]  fedf  wifi1  clothed;  find 

he\-  SAW  in  t Lr>  ‘Ann 


the  machinations  of  man  that  condemns  them 
to  their  wretched  existence.  No  wonder,  there- 
fore, that  they  are  filled  with  deep  resentment 
at  the  renewed  imposition  of  privation. 

Effect  on  Co-operation. 

One  of  the  most  devastating  consequences  of 
this  new  situation  is  its  almost  certain  effect 
upon  the  co- operative  movement.  Everyone 
associated  with  working-class  life  knows  that 
both  idealism  and  thrift  are,  in  so  far  as  they 
exist  at  all,  at  the  ascendant  in  prosperous 
times,  for  those  are  the  only  times  when  the 
people  can  practice  them.  Equally  well,  co- 
operative officials  and  propagandists  are  aware 
that  the  movement  extends  in  trade  booms, 
and  either  marks  time  or  declines  in  days  of 
depression.  There  will  be  general  agreement 
with  my  statement  that  during  the  past"  few 
years  we  had  made  great  strides  in  the  villages  ; 
one  had  only  to  travel  the  countryside,  apart 
altogether  from  the  consultation  of  statistics, 
to  see  evidence  of  that.  But  in  these  days  of 
shadow  we  shall  be  “up  against  ” the  old 
tendency  to  run  to,  multiple  shops  in  the 
market  towns,  or  village  stores  where  Mr. 
Private  Trader  is  disposed- to  give  fairly  long 
credits.  There  is  obviously  here  need  for  some 
settled  and  general  policy  on  the  part  of  socie- 
ties to  assist  the  sufferers  to  the  utmost  possiblo 
limits,  and  at  the  same  time  retain  ihym 
within  the  movement. 

Thus  far,  this  has  been  a doleful  article. 
Let  me  try  to  finish  on  a somewhat  more 
optimistic  note.  I think  this  is  possible, 
because  however  severe  may  be  the  economic 
depression,  and  however  acute  the  suffering, 
it  may  with  truth  be  said  that  that  new  spirit 
of  independence  to  which  I have  already 
alJuded  has  been  retained.  Not,  indeed,  intact, 
for  that  would  hardly  be  possible  when  most  of 
the  farm  labour  trade  unionists  recognise  the 
impossibility  of  fighting  against  odds  so  hope- 
less as  those  now  existing. 

- - -ir*  7 

Spirits  Not  Broken. 

But  when  their  representatives  go  to  the 
loca^  joint  conciliation  committee^,  argue 
about  wage  scales  with  the  farmers’  nominees  ; 
when,  indeed,  they  occasionally  strike,  as  they 
have  done  in  Norfolk,  against  perfectly  in- 
tolerable conditions  thrust  upon  them  by 
despotic  employers  ; and  when  they  organise, 
as  they  are  doing  all  over-  England  and  Wales, 
entertainments,  dances,  lectures. -and  the  like 
in  their  own  village  halls  and  institutes,  we 
are  movedto  the  conviction  that  these  people 
have  not  forgotten  the.  lessons,  of  the  war 
period,  and  that  here  is  a new  spirit  which 
may  bend,  but  which  willjvpt  break.  If  we 
have  gone  back  to  something  like  the  old 
slavery  on  the  land,  it  is  by  no  means  a per- 
manent return.  That,  clearly,  is  the  faith  of 
the  agricultural  workers.  Economic  restora- 
tion must  come  some  day.  It  may  not  be 
very  far  distant.  Then  we  shall,  I think,  see 
not  only  a return  to  the  comfort  of  two  or  three 
yeai-s  ago,  but  gradually  a return  of  that  merry, 
social  England  that  our  distant  forbeais  knew. 


CO-OPERATIVE^  FOOTBALL. 

ORGANISING  THE  PEOPLES  PASTIMES. 


SUGGESTIONS  AS  TO  WHAT  MIGHT  BE  DONE. 


BY  W.  H.  BROWN. 


In  the  early  part  of  this  year  I read  a 
paper  at  a conference  at  Kendal,  suggestive 
of  ways  and  means  by  which  the  greater 
interest  of  members  -in  the  management  of 
their  societies  might  possibly  be  secured.  In 
the  course  of  the  discussion  a leading  co- 
operator  of  Barrow  deplored  the  fact  tint 
often  co-operators  could  more  easily  be 
drawn  to  a football  match  than  to  a con- 
ference on  a Saturday  afternoon.  He  in- 
stanced that  in  his  own  town  that  very  after- 
noon, thousands  of  people  were  attracted  by 
the  spectacle  of  twenty-two  men  kicking  a 
football  about,'  and  lie  asked  how  sucli  a 
problem  could  be  dealt  with  from  the  co- 
operative point  of  view. 

Playing  the  Game. 

In  reply.  I instanced  how  Kingsley’s 
policy  was  “ to  take  people  by  their  leading 
ideas  and  draw  them  insensibly  to  our  own.’’ 
V lien  lie  went  to  Eversley  boj's  played 
cricket  on  the  village  green  on  the  Sabbath 
day.  Instead  of  consigning  them  to  the  rural 
lock-up,  as  was  almost  the  custom  of  those7 
•early  days  of  the  Victorian  period,'  he  took 
up  the  bat  and  ball  and  showed  them  that 
lie  could  play  the  game,  and  they  became  so 
interested  that  they  shortened  their  play  to 
hear  him  preach.  Tom  Hughes  once  pro- 
mised to  give  a course  of  lectures  on  “ Con- 
stitutional History  ” at  tlie  Working  Men  s 
College.  It  happe'ued  to  be  a wet  night,  and 
three  people  turned  in  to  hear  the  lecture. 
Had  it  not  have  been  a wet  night,  there 
would  not  have  been  such  a crowd;  but  it 
showed  Hughes  that  lie  had  not  yet  struck 
the  real  interest  of  the  people.  So  lie  went 
about  St.  Panovas  on  a Saturday  night  and 
discovered  the  men  indulging  in  fisticuffs. 
Thereupon  lie  started  a boxing  class,  and 
rough  men  who  had  previously  indulged  only 
in  horseplay,  attended  to  be  taught  how  to 
knpek  each  other  down  iu  a proper  and 
scientific  fashion.  It  at  least  trained  them 
not  to  hit  below  the  belt. 

Carrying  the  idea  a bit  further,  one  cannot 
help  feeling  that  the  modern  financier  looks 
to  the  par-times  of  the  people  for  his  profits 
nowadays.  The  shortening  of  tlie  working 
day  and  the  lengthening  of  tlie  leisure  hours, 
has  afforded  opportunity  for  Hie  develop- 
ment of  the  cinema,  the  music  hall,  and 
other  pastimes  which  >Jiave  become  impor- 
tant industries.  As  years  go  on,  lh©  capi- 
tal involved  and  the  people  employed  in  the 
amusement  trades  are  increasing,  and  just 
n the  early  days  co-operators  organised 
for  their  daily  needs  in  the  way  of  food  sup- 
plies, so  they  will  soon  have  to  consider 
whether  the  time  has  not  come  for  them  to 
go  further  and  cater  for  the  recreations  of 
their  members,  and  also  of  the  public. 
Finance  and  Football. 

Such  a thought  led  me  to  reply  to  the 
questioner  froni  Barrow  as  to  whether  foot- 
ball tlmt  competed  with  conUreuccs  might 
not  be  taken  in  hand  co-operatively  The 
other  day  there  were  60.000  crowding  on- to 
the  football  ground  at  Bolton,  and  probably 
two-thirds,  of  them  were  .coo  peril  ters. 
Therefore,  the  time  is  coming  when  it  may 


be  possible  for  co-operators  to  rival  theft  I 
joint-stuck  concerns' that  now  run  foot l1;,]|  ] 
teams,  in  popularity  and  in  co-operative] 
purpose.  The  idea  is  novel  and.  con  so- 1 
quently,  regarded  with  askance  by  a lnr 
number  of  serious  people;  but  it  is  grow  in-7  l 
and  when  I read  in  the  report  of  the  cc.iu!n 
mittee  cf  the  Dortforil  Society  that  " VTo 
have  invested  £25  in  the  Dart  ford  Foot  ball  J 
Company  Ltd.,  your  committee  reeogm-in.. 
that  a good  football  club  is  h useful  adjunct! 
to  the  amenities  of  the  social  life  of  our-ij 
town.’’  Here  is  the  Dartfonl  Society  in. 
vesting  in  a football  team.  At  Middles- J 
broilgh,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  and  a score  ..f- 
other  places,  the  employees  and  .member** 
have  their  football  teams.  In’ -other  plnresi 
co-operative  cycling  clubs  are  getting  on  tu 
the  road.  Co-operator's  will  have  to  get  out?' 
of  doors;  we  have  kept  within  walls  long'J 
enough. 

Think  of  the  possibilities  for  propngnml  i ''J 
trade,  and  good  fellowship  that  feo-bpereticfi  : 
in  football  enterprise  on  a large  scale  \vili'« 
give.  Joint-stock  ideas  have  permeated  ihe?' 
football  world.  The  co-operative  prim  iplo 
might  be  applied  in  their  finaii-  \ just  a-  it 
has  to  be  adopted  by  the  members  of  tlie  1 
team  in  securing  collective  success.  C i.  *] 


neoted  with  the  football  ground;  arc  nil  ' 
kinds  of  opportunities  for  developing  the  col 
operative  idea.  There  are  opportuuitio  r 
the  co-operative  cafe  on  the  ground,  for  lit- 
sale  and  circulation  of  co-operative  liter. - 
among  vast  crowds  to  whom  the  co-opor  - > ■ 
journals  are  now  merely  names.  The  hoard- 
ings  running  around  the  grounds  should  e 
opportunity  for  insistent  announcement  of 
co-operative  principles  ajid  of  co-opei  m no  J 
productions.  Altogether,  the  whole  outer- 
prise  would  be  used  for-  bringing  the  ui. 
operative  principles  and  practice  to  tbs'1] 
notice  of  a large  number  of  people  in  quite  * 
a new  sphere. 

Organising  Pastimes. 

In  fact  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  draw  i 
the  line  between  co-operative  business  ami  * 
co-operative  pleasure.  The  development  „t  • 
sports  grounds  by  co-opera  tons,  the  co-  ] 
operative  organisation  of  football  ' teams  < 
that  should  take  their  place  in  first-el. r-s  j 
leagues,  the  encouragement  of  cycling,  tiiejffl 
furtherance  of  'photography,  the  organ i - 
tkni  of  country  rambles,  the  institution  of  , 
holiday  homes  and  centres,  arc  all  null- is 
foi  the  future.  Some  have  been  ton-  U- <1  - 
upon  locally,  and  there  is  certainly  need  for  of 
a universal  push  to  carry  the  cn-«|v-rati\e  5{ 
idea  to  the  people  in  their  playing  Imi. 

The  investment  of  the  Dnrtfui'd  So- i i.\  i- 
tlie  first  to  thus  financially  nssu-i.itc  t L<- 
movement  with  football  enterprise,  ft  m,TI  .• 
certainly  be  interesting  to  see  Jiow  nui-  Uv 
and  how  generally  the  idea  is  mlnpicd.  . - i 
when  "i»  consider  tlie  co-cperai  ivo  principle 
in  pastimes  it  will  lead,  to  a no:  her  '■ 
development  in  eofuperaVfte  trading  ni.  i- 
prise,  vis*.,  tlie  institution  of  sport-  dopaif- 
ments  iu  all  societies  ns  a regular  avi  m.- 
of  business.  The  possibilities  of  tin  idea  <>l 
combined  pleasure  and  business  arc  pimply 
Indies-.  When  ehhll  we  Man  kicku 


REVOLUTION^  IN  PROGRESS. 

WHERE  CO-OPERATION  IS  REPLACING  CAPITALISM. 

FROM  A SPECIAL^COR RESPONDENT. 


of 


"lime  they  BaW,  in  I lie  mo  of  thei'r  many 

travels,  that  it  is  not  the  law  of  nature,  but 


Passing  quietly  down  Brixton-road  one 
day  recently  in  the  direction  of  Konning- 
ton.  my  attention  was  arrested  by  an 
unusual  commotion  around  the  premises 
occupied  by  " John  ..Quality’’  (Messrs. 
Sell  ridge  and  Co.).  There  appeared  to  be 
quite  a small  fleet  of  motors  iir  the 
vicinity,  vanj  pedestrians ' Were  congregated 
around  the  shop  interestedly  looking  on. 
Approaching  nearer-  1 was  • surprised  to 
observe  that  several  of  the  vehicles  were 
tile  familiar  and  ubiquitous  red  motors  of 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.  Wondering  what  could  be  happening, 
aria  with  many  questions  demanding  an 
answer,  I arrived  opposite*;.  No.kyp  to  find 
a v^ry  animated  scene.  '.  U'  , 

It  Was  pretty  plain  to  ; see  ' wIiAt  was 
taking  place:  "John  Quality"  was  going 
°yt  by  the  side  door,  and  the  co-operative 
sod|ety 7 wpg  going  - hi  V't'ThA  . from 
entrance.  A dozen  "R. A .C.S.-  assistants 
were  as  busy  as  bees  carrying  into  the 
shop  an  entirely  new  stock — sugar,  tea, 


butter,  bacon,  general  groceries— just 

arrived. from  the  society's  new  warehouse 
in  the  New  Kent-road ; and  inside  the 
shop  another  group  of  workers  were  busily 
engaged  filling  up  "John  Quality’s”  fix- 
tures with  co-operatire  goods.  There  was 
no  mistaking  the  energy  that  -was  being 
'put. -into  tlie-  transfer.  Large  bills  were 
i going  up  ii'imQuritipg  tibe  fact. ..that  the 
JH.A.C'.S.  pas  m»w  in  possesion,  and  1 
• learned  that  the  aim  of  the  society  was  to 
-refit  the  shop  during  the  linlf-dav  (closiifJ> 

(day)  and  reopen  tlie  day  foHdWing— tlie 
society,  having  alko  bought  the-  goodwill. - 
was  determined  liber© . should  not-  be  any 
i interruption 

| There  n as  no  wonder  t.li^i  Bn.xton  re-y- 


dents,  liko  myself'.’ began  to  m2£«l  inquiries 
(afe  to  what  It' all  meant,  ’fat  it 'Via  s'  one  61 
[the  most  practical  examples  of  the  advance 
:of  co-operation  on  thr»  south  *4We  6f  tR*  f 
'Thames  that  one  woulrt  wish  to-eee.  Herd 
co-operation  was  literally  .superseding  capi- 
talism—a fact  which  nobody  could  deny. 


Being  curious  , to  know  d'Betlicr  (his  ivv- 
an  isolated  transaction.  I mode  Inn  Im  i 
investigation,  and  was  c reditably  inform- J 
that  the  purchase  from  Messrs.  J“elfri'l_" 
find  Co.  was  the  fifth- or  sixth  Tius&hic  of 
tlie  society  acquii  irig'busincsscs  as  “"goiny 
concerns,”  in  reicqt - years,  ami  thq-.tlurJ 
transaction  in  tlje  grocery  and  prvvi  i-m 
trade  since  the  beginning  of  Dc-mulm 
last.  I was  also  gratified  to  learn  that  the 
two  last  piirehflisoe  from  the -Direct  J-idi 
Supplies  Ltd.  a couple  of  months  ago  one 
fine  big  shop  in  High-street.  Deptford, 
and  another  store  in  Rodney-i oa  l.  Wal- 
worth—-had  been  already  renin rk.ibK  -m- 
cessful,  trade  at  the  former  shop  inr.'ing 
been  - increased  from  less  than  L’EiO  p**r 
week,  when  the  oociety  entered  into 
possession,  to  over  £1,20U  per  week. 

To  a well-^nowij  Lambeth  co-qper-'tor  1 
happened  to  mention  the  fact  that  ■ E l " 
Quality  ” in  Brixton-road  had  been  taken 
over  by  the  R.A.C.S..  and  he,ex'kqP'‘d 
that  it  was  the  best  bit  of  news  lie  ImJ 
heard  for  many  a day.  .remarking  that  ho 
lmd.j.often  envied  ".  JoJm  Quality,’-  tlo-A- 
fine,,  depp  corner  jjremises.  W Ji* ;/  ' - 

operators  have  the  aiicLacUv  to  buy  up  their 
, caph.il  is  tic  <Sfmp6l1to^s  i('  fs  Viircdy  g'ooa 
news;  at  ianyfl Mtdt'inis  feteAI  venture 
the  ILA.e.'S.  ie  tall  -of  sigiiifienen'c.  ant}' 
should  give  special  pleasure  t 
Lond  on  co-opera  tore, 

/ 
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Small  Town  Gardens 
of  Delight. 

HINTS  TO  BEGINNERS. 

By  EDWARD  OWEN  GREENING,  F.R.H.S, 


\M0NC3T  the  loveliest  spots  on  earth  are 
the  wooded  dells  and  ravines  where  Nature 
•rentes  tier  gardens  under  conditions  of 
shade  and  deep  shadow.  We  cannot  hope 
to  achieve  equal  perfection  of  beauty  in  the 
atmosphere  of  our  towns,  but  something 
',kin  to  • such  sweet  transformation  is 
possible  bv  human  skill  intelligently  applied. 

The  general  lines  of  work  to  be  clone  may 
he  briefly  described.  The  fiist  thing  to 
make  right  is  tb?  soil.  Most  town  and  city 
gardens,  yards,  and  fere  courts  have  soils 
that  are  not  suitable  fo.  growing  shuile- 
luviug  plants.  These  plaints  are  natives  of 
nooded- vales  where  leaf-mould  accumulates, 
hirer  after  layer,  as  the  leaves  fall  in  succes- 
sive seasons.  A bed  of  almost  pure  vege- 
table matter  is  thus  formed  for  the  roots  of 
ferns,  mosses,  anemones,  and  other  shadc- 
loviug  plants. 

The  town  gardener  who  desires  complete? 
success  should  dig  out  poor  soil  to  Ule  depth 
of  at  least  two  feet.  If  it  is  a backyard 
with  which  he  lias  to  deal,  he  will  need  at 
first  to  remove  Hie  flags  or  other  pavings 
to  the  extent  to  which  he  proper v 5 to  make 
ji  carden.  In  any  case  borders  must  be 
cleared  along  the  walls  which  are  to  he 
covered  with  climbers.  When  the  needful 
depth  of  soil  has  been  lifted  a store  cf  fer- 
tility, in  the  shape  cf  a layer  of  dung,  should 
lie  ii  - ii  l in  the  bottom  of  the  trench. 
Befuiv  replacing  the  original  soil  it  should 
It,,  mixed  with  a liberal  proportion  of  lonf- 
Miould  and  vegetable  refuse.  If  the  soil  be 
naturally  heavy  it  oan  be  lightened  with 
road-grit,  gravel,  and  sand.  Rent  mess 
litter  and  cceoa  nut  fibre  at-?  also  useful 
allies  where  they  are  available.  If  the 
natural  soil  be  light  the  necessary  improve- 
ment cun  be  made  by  mixing  in  s ine  good 
loam.  Where  drainage  is  impenc-'t  it  must 
be  rendered  effective.  Where  drainage  does 
not  already  exist,  it  must  be  made.  The 
roots  uf  ferns  and  many  plants  will  pr-iish 

in  pi - where  they  remain  water-legged  in 

winter.  It  is  only  necessary  to  remind  ob- 
servers of  nature  how  the  soil,  under 


planted.  This  quick-spreading  benury  in- 
quires no  nailing  or  other  attachment  to  the 
walls.  It  secures  a hold  for  itself  by  means 
cf  little  suckers  at  the  end  of  dainty  fingers. 
There  are  also  varieties  of  ivies  which  lonu 
pleasant  coverings  of  greenery  lor  walls 
deeply  shaded.  Ivie©  attach  themselves  to 
brick  warji  by  sending  out  arid  roots  from 
their  stems  into  tho  mortar.  Thesmall- 
leavod  ivies  cling  the  closest,  but  grow 
slowly,  and  like  a warm  aspect.  The  large- 
leaved  varieties  covers  walls  the  most 
quickly,  and  are  most  suitable  facing  a north 
aspect. 

Where  the  ©hade  is  only  partial,  and  there 
is  a little  sunshine,  the  town  gardener  can 
indulge  himself  with  flowering  climbers  on 
the  walls  lacing  west  and-  south  1 he  pin  pie 
flowered  Clematis  Jnckmanni  blooms  pro- 
fusely and  is  very  hardy.  Ja.smiuum  tudi- 
florem  is  also  an  available  beauty. 

About  Roses. 

In  a town  backyard  do  not  attempt  to  grow 
roses.  They  will  not  grow  to  satisfaction 
without  ail  and  sunshine.  Where  a town 
gardener  has  a suitable  :cpen  space  to  deal 
with,  lie  can  cover  a fence  with  one  of  the 
Alpir.e  or  Boursault  roses,  like  the  die  called 
Amadis.  This  bears  deep  purplish  crimson 
flowers  in  large  clusters,  and  grows  quickly 
over  large  spaces.  The  Dundee  Rambler 
supplies  a good  choice  for  a sunny  position. 
It,  is  a white  rose;  its  petals  being  edged 
with  pink. 

There  are  many  other  available  creepers 
for  covering  town  walls  and  fences  such  as 
Clematis  Flamnnila,  bearing  pure  white 
fragrant  flowers;  the  evergreen  lire  thorn; 
the  box  thorn  or  tea-tree  ; the  Dutch  honey- 
suckle; and  the  Japanese  hep;  besides 
summer  visitors  like  nasturtiums;  canary 
creepers;  scarlet  runner  -beans;  and  other 
climbers  grown  from  seed.  The  town  gar- 
dener has  a wide  choice,  according  to  the 
position  of'  his  garden.  If  there  is  room 
for  a shrub  or  two  there  are  available  ever- 
greens and  flowering  deciduous  shrubs, 


Porch  of  house  at  Oak  Lawn,  showing  how  each  corner 
adornment.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Greening  are  in  the  foreground. 

shows  a backyard  garden  in  London. 


s filled  with  floral 
The  second  picture 


Quality. .from  the  Horticultural  Departments 
Of  the-  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
the  Scottish  Wholesale,  from  whence 
also  all  plants,  manures,  and  sundries 
needed  can  now  be  advantageously  obtained’ 
at  very  (reasonable  prices,  I recommend 
every  town  gardener  to  obtain  a catalogue 
of  the  C.W.S.  “reliable  seeds"  from  tlieir 
local  stores.  They  will  find  it  full  of  useful 
information. 

In  May,  or  early  in  June,  sunny  spots  may 
be  rendered  especially  bright  by  planting  a 
few  zonal  Pelargoniums  (popularly  known  r.s 
geraniums);  Petunias;  Lobelias;  Ten  weeks 
stocks,  and  African  Marigolds.  There  are 
also  many  summer  plants  for  less  sunny 
places.  These  include  pansies/  violas,  cal- 
ceolarias. and  musk.  From  June  to  October 
even  a backyard  garden  may  easily  bo  made 
gay  and  glorious  with  bloom. 

In  another  short  article  I hope  to  deal 
with  the  subject  of  window  boxes,  and  show 
liow  every  door,  perch,  and  window  may  he 
hi  ought  into  sendee;  to  add  to  the  charm 
oh  a small  t-own  garden. 


TRADE  WITH  RUSSIA.  * 

In  the  House  of  Commons  last  week.  Mr. 
J.  Mills,  Labour  member  for  Dartrord,  asked 
whether  export  credits  were  available  for 
Russia  on  the  same  terms  as  in  the  case  of 
other  countries,  and  whether  if  private 
traders  or  co-operative  societies  apply  for 
credits  to  finance  trade  with  Russia  this  will 
be  given  to  them  from  the  2G  millions 
already  voted  for  the  purpose  of  export 
credits ? 

Sir  P.  Lloyd  Grenme:  No,  sir;  credits  are 
not  at  present  granted  for  goods  destined 
for  Russia. 

The  executive  council  of  the  N.U.D.A.W. 
have  decided  to  subscribe  £50  to  “the  appeal 
recently  issued  by  the  Transport  Workers' 
Federation  in  aid  of  th^  starving  people  of 
Russia.  This  sum  is  in  addition  to  the  £100 
recently  forwarded  by  the  N.U.D.A.W.  to 
the  fund  started  by  the  Tracies  Union  Con- 
gress General  Council. 


RESCUE  RUSSIA.  N 

HORRORS  WHICH  CANNOT  BE 
DESCRIBED. 

The  concerts  arranged  by  the  Manchester 
and  Salford  educational  committee  since 
Christmas  have  been  so  popular  that  people 
have  had  to.be  turned  away  for  want  of  accom- 
modation. The  committee  have  always  made 
it  a practice  to  engage  the  best  local  artistes 
available,  consistent,  of  course,  with  the  state 
of  the  exchequer. 

The  committee  held  a smoking  concert  at 
the  central  premises  on  Monday,  and  one 
noticeable  fact  was  that  there  seemed  to  be  os 
many  women  as  men  present.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Alsop.  who  represents  the  management  com- 
mittee on  the  educational  committee,  presided. 
The  music  was  provided  by  *'  The  Jesters  and 
Belles  ” Concert  Party,  assisted  by  Mr.  Keu 
Maclcay  (humorist). 

Mr.  J.  L.  Paton  (high  master,  Manchester 
Grammar-School)  came  amongst  the  members 
once  more,  not,  as  he  invariably  does,  to  speak 
appreciatively  of  the  co-operative  movement, 
but  to  make  an  appeal  for  assistance  on  behalf 
of  Russia.  He  graphically  described  the 
terrible  statejof  affairs  in  the  famine  areas,  and 
said  there  were  horrors  happening  of  which 
he  dared  not  speak  in  public.  They  were  told 
long  ago  that  famine  was  almost  inevitable  in 
Russia,  and  yet  this  and  other  nations  were 
only  just  beginning  to  realise  the  extent  of  the 
calamity  which  had  overtaken  that  country. 
Many  boys  at  his  school  bad  stopped  little 
luxuries  and  birthday  presents,  and  given  the 
money  to  the  relief  fund.  Let  older  people 
do  the  same  tiling,  and  the  money  which  Man- 
chester was  out  to  raise  (£60,000)  would  be 
speedily  forthcoming. 

The  Chairman  recalled  the  fact  that  the 
members  of  the  society  gave  £100  for  the 
relief  of  Russia  as  far  back  as  Septeml  jerjlast. 
He  also  drew  attention  to  the  £2,000  recently 
given  by  the  C.W.S. 


pleasant  tree  shades,  is  of  such  a character 
tll,d  it  does  not  remain  wet  through  the 
"inter  althougjh  it  continues  moist  in.  tha 
summer.  Iu  choosing  manure  to  underlay 
tlle  soil  the  best  to  'use  is  the  dung  from 
J°Ws.  "here  it  can  be  obtained.  The  dung 
honi  pigs  js  the  next  best,  and  that  from 
horses  the  least  suitable.  fn  any  case  a 
stock  of  manure  should  be  placed  well  below 
t|>v  surface  soil. 

keepers  and  ivies. 

The  soil  being  prepared,  the  first  things 
plant  will. be  climber©  to  cover  the  whole 
°‘  the  outer  walls  so  as  to  embower  the 
frlrden  with  verdure.  Where  the  garden  is 
10‘ly  in  shade  the  Virginian  creeper  is 
Where  there  is  some  sunshine  lL_* 
c°»e  clinging  Virginian  creeper  (known  as 
M&pelopsis  YeiUihii)  may  be  advantageously 


Good  evergreens  are  the  Aucuba  Jnponica 
and  the  Euonymus  Japonica-  Suitable 
flowering  shrubs  are  the  meek  orange  and 
flowering  currant  tree. 

In  filling  the  borders  the  sunny  positions 
can  be  planted  with  bright  flowering  peren- 
nials such  a©  the  Golden  Rod  ; early  flower- 
ing Chrysanthemums;  the  White  Lily  and 
tha  Tiger  Lily;  the  Goat’s  Rue;  London 
Pride;  and  Creeping  Jenny  For  the  shady 
borders  there  are  also  suitable  beauties  stub 
as  Solomon's  'seal  ; Lily  of  the  A alky  ; 
Japanese  anemone;  Periwinkle;  London 
Pride;  Creeping  Jenny;  stone  crop,  and  a 
great  variey  of  hardy  British  terns. 

Hardy  Annuals. 

In  April  seeds  of  hardy  annuals  should  be 
sown  in  clusters  or  single  plants.  Co-opeia- 
Jore  can  be  supplied  with  these,  of  reliable 


By 

Appointment 


H. SI.  The  Kin]. 


“THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM” 

THE  UNIQUE  REPUTATION 

for  the  highest  quality  of  full-cream  condensed  milk, 
both  in  the  British  market  and  abroad,  enjoyed  for 
more  than  half-a-century  by 

Nestles 

■ has  naturally  excited  the  envious  attentions  of 
manufacturers  of  imitations  from  time  to  time,  only 
however  in  the  result  but  to  more  firmly  establish 
the  original  brand  IN  PUBLIC  CONFIDENCE. 
NESTLE’S,  the  only  condensed  milk  that  has 
successfully  stood  the  test  of  time  and  experience, 
with  ever-increasing  favour,  stands  in  pre-eminence 
to-day  on  incomparable  merit  alone. 

THERE  IS  NOTHING  NEW  in  present-day  com- 
peting efforts  Save  in  methods;  and  where  “ manu- 
factured’' evidence  is  put  forward  in  propaganda  to 
bolster  up  claims  to  support  in  attacks  on  Nestle’s 
trading  goodwill,  such  evidence  is  clear  proof  of  a 
last-resort  policy  of  desperation  to  achieve  ends 
denied  to  fair  and  honest  competition. 

IN  GREAT  BRITAIN,  as  elsewhere,  the  people 
have  for  generations  placed  reliance  on 

NESTLE’S  MILK 

because  it  has  been  proved  in  regular  use  beyond 
question  to-be  the  best  and  most  dependable  of  all 
condensed  milks,  and  in  asking  them  to  deny  these 
facts  of  their  own  experience  is  to  insult  their 
intelligence.  A better  all-round  quality  maintained  is 
impossible ; an  equal  quality  YE7'  TO  BE  PROVED. 

EXPERIENCE  IS  TRUTH. 


J 


4 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


March  11,  1903 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE.  BAVARIAN  FILM-STORY. 

LAND  MONOPOLY  PROPAGANDA  EXPERIMENT. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


AND  WAR.- 


The  fatalistic  doctrine  put  forward  by  the 
apologists  for  war,  that  war  is  inherent  iu 
human  nature,  and  therefore  can  he 
abolished  only  by  abolishing  mankind,  does 
not  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  Mr. 'John  E. 
Grant,  whose  book  on.  ' The  PnopiiliM  of 
War  and  Its  Elution”  19  an  attempt' to 
show  that  land  monopoly  is  the  root  mure 
of  war. 

Xowvthe- doctrine  of  tlie^inevdaol'niess  of 
war  is  ill  rtjoapshine,  but  one  cannot  go  the 
length  of  agreeing  that  the  abolition  uf  the 
l.md  monopoly  would  mean  the  abolition  of 
w ar.  It  would  be  to  fly  in  the  face  of  history 
to  describe  land  monopoly  as  the  solo  cause 
of  war.  Indeed,  the  desire  to  dominate  L i- 
the sheer  lust  of  domination,  sretnis  to  have 
been  the  root  cause  of  most  ware.  There 
have,  for  instance,  been  religious  wars,  wars 
between  races,  civil  wars,  wars  of  contending 
civilisations,  and  there  have  been  capitalist 
wars  : but  these  have  alw  ays  represented  the 
efforts  of  one  sect,  race,  party,  or  class  to 
impose  itself  and  its  ideas  upon  their  uncon- 
‘■enting  conlemp.oraries.  Land  monopoly  is 
chiefly  perpetuated  to  give  the  landed  class 
domination  over  the  proletariate. 

Mr.  Grant’s  main  contention  therefore 
fails;  but  tliat  need  not  deter  anyone  from 
reading  his  book,  for  the  land  question  is  of 
fascinating  interest  quite  apart  from  the 
question  of  war.  Mr.  Grant  is  perfectly 
right  in  his  condemnation  of  land  monopoly, 
whr-se  barriers  “ enclose  the  people  in  an 
economic  captivity  which  results  in  over- 
population, a starved  home  market, 
struggles  for  trade  abroad,  wage-slavery, 
usury,  and  profiteering.” 

So  far  as  the  land  monopoly  in  England  is 
< mi'  erned,  Mr.  Grant  use  , two  arguments 
which  have  a suspicion  of  being  contradic- 
tory. One  argument  is  the  old  local  one — the 
ancient  law  relating  to  land  a.-  stated  by 
Black-stone  and  Coke  : — 

•'All  lands  and  tenements  in  England 
are  hidden  mediately  or  immediately  of  the 
King.  For  in  the  law  of  England  we  have 
>mt  any  subjects’  land,  which  is  not  so 
holden.” 


The  other  argument  relates  to  land 
enclosures: — 

■ (lie  reign  of  Queen  Anireghrae  mil- 
lion a<  res  of  common  lands  were  enclosed, 
and  til.'-',  in  the  first-half  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  six  million  acres  more  were 
added;  which,  altogether,  is  one-third  of 
the  whtl?  cultivated  surface  of  England 
and  Wales.” 

Mr.  Grant  very  rightly  anathematises  the 
enclosure  of  common  lands,  which,  iu  vulgar 
parlance  was  the  giving  by  the  Crown  to 
private  owners  of  lands  which  formerly 
belonged  to  the  people.  But  if  by  ancic-nt 
law  all  laud  belonged  to  the  Crown,  it  w ould 
be  arguable  that  tb?  Crown  had  the  right 
to  give  the  land  to  whom  it  liked.  It  makes 
no  differences  who  legally  owns  the  land ; 
what  concerns  us  is:  ” Who  ought  to  own 
it?”  We  should  therefore  be  more  inclined 
to  tuo  as  an  argument  the  once  common 
ownership  of  land  rather  than  the  once 
kingly  ownership  of  it. 

Admitting,  however,  that  the  present 
system  is  all  wrong,  the  question  arises: 
Flow  best  can  we  alter  it?  . Here,  of  comp?, 
land  reformers  at  once  get  to  loggerheads. 
The  Henrv  George  school  would  bring  about 
a resumption  of  the  State  land-ownership  by 
the  Single  Tax.  There  are  those  who  believe 
rather  in  nationalisation  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment with  due  compensation  to  present 
owners : and  with  or  w ithout  communistic 
cultivation  < tie  soil.  Mr.  Grant's  method 
i-  n medley  rf  these.  In  nationalising  the 
land  he  is  an  extremist  in  method ; for 
” Compensation  to  those  who  have  been  liv- 
ing rent  free  or  who  have  been  receiving 
tribute  from  the  industrious  for  the  us?  of 
the  earth  cannot  be  entertained.”  But  when 
the  land  has  been  nntionalirod  he  reverts 
rather  to  individualism.  Neither  com- 
munistic cultivation,  nor  State  cultivation, 
nor  even  co-operative  cultivation  is  his  ideal, 
but  tile  ideal  of  ” one  man  one  acre,”  with 
or  without  the  famous  Jess*?  Colli  rig’s  cow. 
It  is  the  war  garden  allotment  that  he  holds 
up  to  admiration  as  the  ideal  method  of  cul- 
tivation. Of  this  he  -says  enthusiastically, 

‘ There  was  no  agitation  set  on  foot  for  the 
purpo??  of  regulating  hours  of  labour  or  out- 
put, hut  each  was  fro \ and  the  pleasure  of 
uuinterfeied-with  private  enterprise  added 
pleasure  to  arduous  toil;  while  self-interest 
was  directed  to  the  production  of  tb?  best 
quality  and  the  greatest  quantity  of 
produce.” 

• Private  enterprise.”  ” Self  interest.” 
'l'hes?  are  fatal  words.  Is  it  not  the  old 
human  civility  ” Greed  ’ popping  up  its 
head  agiin?  Although  these  individually 
scli-int  »restfd  cultivators  cf  the  soil  on  the 
ln-e.  of  pirivale  enterprise  would  pay  their 
rent  to  1 1 1 ? State.  tb?re  would  ha  the  highest 
bi  Id  r .11  the  rental  days  lurking  round  the 
corner;  for  tliat  is  how  Mr.  Grant  would 
tittle  t-mmeies.  and  we  should  soon  have 
war  eg. in.  n-t  necessarily  war  between 
nation luit  that  war  between  citizens,  who, 
to  quote  TeunvM  11,  were  hissing  in  hate  on 
their  own -hearthstones. 

'lb  - affempt“|o  harmonise  national  land 
)w  i!o:sliip  with  individual  possessiun^w  ill  not 
do  They  ;.ro  J1  and  w ater.  And  tie  twain 
will  not  mix. 

Democritus. 


"f  W:ir  and  i’.  Solution,"  by  John 
George  Allen  Unwin.  12s.  6U.~ 


A PLEA  FOR  A UNIVERSAL  WHOLESALE. 

HOW  THE  PEACE;  OF  THE  WORLD  COULD  BE  MAINTAINED. 


The  aid  of  the  cinema  lias.been  called  iu 
the  Bavarian  Union  of  Cooperatives  for 
'propaganda  in  a very  practical  way,  than  Ids 
to  the  enterprise  of  some  artistes  in 
Munich,  who  have  just  mounted  a scenario 
representing  life  on  a model  farm. 

One  sees  an.  old  stubborn  peasant,  with 
a contempt  for  .a  II  modem  methods  of  work 
and  progress ; but  his  one  idea  that  a 
man’s'  house  is  his  castle  does  not  prevent 
his  falling  into  the  grip  of  moneylenders, 
who  finish  by  completely  ruining  him.  To 
remedy  this  strtte  of  affairs,  the  son  of  the 
old  fellow,  brought  up  in  a school  of 
modern  ways  of  working  as  well  as  seeing 
the  paternal  disaster,  takes  in  hand  the 
family  property,  and.  little  by  little,  builds 
it  up.  and  makes  of  it  a model  of  prosperity 
and  of  true  independence, ' thanks  to  the 
application  of  up-to-date  methods . and 
co-operative  aid. 

Tile  story  is  strengthened  with  pictures 
of  co-operative  services  and  activities,  such 
as,  for  instance,  the  Central  Cooperative 
of  Bamberg. 


A more  co-operative  idea  surely  has  never 
been  put  forward,  especially  coming  from  a 
non-co-operativc  source,  than  that  which 
comes  from  M.  J.  Prudhommeaux,  the  general 
secretary  of  the  Society  Fraufflise  de  la  Paix 
par  le  Droit.  Writing  in  " L’Emancipation  ” 
on  the  peace  resolution  passed  at  the  Inter- 
national Congress  at  Basle,  and  also  on  the 
proposal  for  an  international  C.W.S.,  he  says  : 
“ Just  try  to  imagine  what  the  centralising 
order  office  of  this  Universal  Wholesale  would 
be  ! Receiving  the  orders  of  all  the  national 
Wholesales,  it  would  know  the  needs  of 
world-wide  consumption.  The  purchaser  and 
the  distributor  of  the  products  of  the  earth, 
it  would  have  at  its  pleasure  all  the  means 
of  human  production.  It  would  adjust  the 
failures  or  the  surplus  of  the  agricultural 
year  and  so  determine,  for  the  following  year, 
the  nature  of  the  land  for  the  sowing.  It  would 
affect  every  part  of  the  soil,  every  fraction  of 


the  lmnian  speeics.  in  production  which  coulj 
be  looked  forward  to  at  the  lowest  cost 
or  with  tiie  least  effort. 

“ And  if  it  happened  by  chance  that  one  of 
the  fractions  of  tho  human  species  tried  to 
rebel  against  the  universal  order,  what.  rp. 
doubtable  steps  could  there  not  be  taken  ’ 
by  the  directors  of  this  distributive  office ' 
of  the  Universal  Wholesale ! It  could  lei 
loose,  to  the  misfortune  of  the  revolting 
country,  an  economic  blockade  compared  with 
which  the  one  which  the  League  of  Nations 
has  been  to  so  much  trouble  trying  to  organise 
would  be  but  mere  child's  play.  All  the 
grimaces  of  the  wise  monkeys  of  diplomacy, 
all  the  anger  and  the  spite  of  those  in  • the 
seats  of  the  mighty  ’ in  the  world  would  have 
no  weight  before  the  strong  will  to  pt  a , of 
this  ordainer  of  human  work.” 


FRENCH  TURNOVER  TAX.  ] 
CLAIM  OF  CONSUMERS.  I 

A consumers’  section  of  the  Stipe  1 i,?r  Co- 
operative Council  has  been  set  up  it  ilie 
French  Ministry  of  Labour  by  n decree  of 
February,  1918.  A meeting  was  held  tho 
other  day,  when  the  Council  recommended 
that  consumers'  co-operative  soemtie  ioiw| 
stituted  in  conformity  with  the  Ai  t "1  .May 
7th.  1917,  should  he  exempt  from  the  tax' 
on  turnover  in  respect  of  commodities  tli  tri-i 
buted  amongst  their  members,  that  in  ; ny 
ease  no  exceptional  measures  should  Ito 
taken  against  such  'societies,  11ml  that  theSj 
unions  should  benefit  by  the  prm ; .ion 
enacted  in  favour  of  organisations  for  tiic 
joint  purchase  of  goods  esablislit-d  by  men 
chants  or  by  agricultural  asso.i  at  ions. 


GERMAN  C.W.S.  PROGRESS. 

7S  AND  93  PER  CENT.  INCREASES. 

The  C.W.S.  of  the  German  tonsum  1-' 
societies  had  a total  turnover  of  2.4 
milliard  marks  in  1921,  which,  compared 
with  the  amount  for  1920,  shows  an  in<  renso' 
of;  more  than  one  milliard  of  mark-  or 
78.13  per  cent.  Included  in  this  turnover 
were  goods  of  the  C.W.S.  own  make  to  the 
value  of  234  milliard  marks,  again-'  156 
milliard  marks  in  the  previous  year. 

The  turnover  in  the  hanking  department 
reached  the  sum  of  3.4  milliards  cf  marks, 
being  1.6  milliards,  or  93.96  per  cent,  moro 
than  in  1920. 

CANALISING  BY  CO-OPERATORS. 

A very  important  Italian  enterprise  iiutv 
Loiifg  undertaken  is  to  connect  Milan,  the 
capital  of  Lombardy,  by  a navigable  canal  io 
the  great  river  Po,  which  will  thus  giVB 
access  to  the  Adriatic  Sea.  The  most 
interesting  fact  to  us  a^  co-operator^  i-  that 
the  labour  for  such  an  important  enterprise 
has  b?en  entrusted  to  tile  Consortia  Pmvin- 
cinle  delle  Cooperative  di  Lavoro  di  Milano 
(the  Provincial  Union  of  Labour  Co-opiia- 
tives  of  Milan). 

ITALIAN  METAL  WORKERS. 

The  Italian  Federation  of  Metal  WorL  i -' 
Co-opeiative  Societies  (Federazione'Italiaaa 
delle  Cooperative  Metallurgieho)  is  the 
latest  development  in  the  movement  in 
Italy.  Its  purpose  is  to  unite  n 11 : workers'  ! 
co-operative  soafetie.?  in  the  metal  industry 
with  the  object  of  co-ordinating  their  .vtiti- 
ties.  The  Federation  intends  to  set  up 
offices  for  the  supply  of  raw  material, 
an  information  department  for  keeping  all 
co-operative  societies  informed  of  the  state 
of  the  labour  market. 


A ” GREAT  PUSH  ” FOR  MARCH- 
APRIL. 

Our  Belgian  comrades  are  Embarking 
on  a great  co-operative  campaign,  whi  I' 

1 7 run  throughout  the  present  .lionlh  to  mid- 
April.  It  is  due  to  the  initiative  of 
Office  Coopeintif,  vjbjoli  is  managed  by  «ur 
old  friend.  Al.  Ytictdr  Serov.  Tu<U> 
bfidchureS,  booklets  and  newspapers  •',,e 
being  circulated  iu  't«^ns  of 
throughout  jl’kiuders  and  . the  Wally011 
country.  More  than  three  hundred  conirf* 
ences  are  being  organised.  •• 
chance!’’ 


IVhere  the  Libby  Milk  comes  from — A modern  sanitary  cow  shed. 

Notice  the  Libby  Motto — Keep  Clean. 

Is  your  milk  supply  above 
suspicion  ? 

fVERY  housewife  should  make  certain  that  the  milk 
she  uses  is  above  suspicion.  It  should  be  clean 
and  free  from  all  disease  ^erms  and  contamina- 
tion. It  should  contain  all  the  proper  nutritive 
and  body-building  elements  in  the  right  propor- 
tions to  make  it  a wholesome,  nourishing  food. 

It  is  not  easy  to  get  all  these  things  in  a food  so  sensitive  to 
impurities  and  so  easy  to  adulterate  as  milk.  It  has  to  pass  through 
many  hands  and  travel  many  miles  en  route  from  the  dairy  to  the 
home.  The  utmost  precautions  must  be  taken  to  have  it  reach  you 
as  pure  and  wholesome  _as  it  comes  from  healthy  cows. 

It  is  just  these  precautions  which  are  taken  in  the  preparation  of 
Libby  s Evaporated  Milk.  It  is  a milk  supply  above  suspicion. 

Libby's  Evaporated  Milk  ensures  you  the  best  grade  of  rich  milk 
in  its  cleanest  form.  It  is  just  full  cream  milk  from  famous  pasture 
lands  with  all  the  cream  left  in.  It  is  made  richer  by  the  evapora- 
tion of  more  than  half  the  natural  moisture — nothing  else  is  taken 
away ; all  the  food  values  are  retained  in  concentrated  form. 

Because  it  is  sterilized  and  sealed  in  airtight  tins  so  that  no  dust 
or  dirt  can  reach  it  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  comes  to  your  home 
absolutely.fresh  and  pure. 

Use  it  in  all  your  cooking — it  makes  every  dish  richer,  more 
nourishing,  more  appetising.  Undiluted  it  more  than  takes  the 
place  of  cream  at  a fraction  of  the  cost. 

Order  from  your  grocer  to-day  a supply 
of  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk.  Be  sure  to 
ask  for  Libby’s,  the  “ Blue  and  White 
Pyramid  Label.” 

Send  for'our  free  booklet  "Finer  Flavoured  Milk  Dishes." 

It  is  fall  of  recipes  for  delicious  cream  and  butter  saving  dishes 

that  will  please  the  whole  family. 

Libby,  McNeill  & Libby,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  B ).  LONDON,  E.C.  3. 

Let  your  Grocer  be  your  Milkman. 
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INTERNATIONAL  DELEGATES  TO  RUSSIA 


“ AmtivED  Moscow.  All  well.  May.” — 
gin'll  was  the  telegram  received  from 
Moscow  at  the  offices  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance.  Loudon,  on  Tuesday 
morning. 

The  delegation — the  first  one  cf  its  kind 
in  generative  history — is  gone  to  Russia 
to  sec-  at  first  hand,  the  conditions  of  the 
co-operative  movement  under  the  Soviet 
Government,  and  to  inquire  into  possibili- 
ties of  inter-co-operative  trading.  The 
journey  is  made  at  the  invitation  of  the 
Centrosuyus,  the  great  All-Russian  Co- 
operative Union,  with  the  authority  and 
the  collaboration  of  the  Soviet  Government. 

On  their  way  to  join  the  train  for  Moscow 


at  Riga  the  party  had  a brief  stay  in 
Berlin,  where  they  were  photographed 
specially  for  the  “Co-operative  News”  by 
August'  Scherl,  G.M.B.H.  Seated,  left  to 
right,  are: — Mr.  H.  J.  May,  the  secretary 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance; 
Sir  Thomas  Allen,  executive.  I.C.A.;  and 
Mr.  A.  W.  Golightly,  C.W.S.,  chairman  of 
the  International  Co-operative  Trading 
Committee.  Standing,  left  to  right,  are  : — 
Mr.  J.  Hawkins,  C.W.S. ; M.  E.  Poisson, 
joint  secretary  of  the  French  National 
Federation  of  Consumers’  Societies;  Dr. 
Winter,  the  interpreter,  from  Prague:  M. 
Victor  Serwy,  manager  of  the  Belgian 
Office  Cooperatif ; and  Mr.  J.  English, 
C.W.S. 


ABOUT  THE  C.W.S. 


MEN’S  GUILD  AFFAIRS. 


[From  the  Co-operative  Press  Agency.] 

Bread  Competition. 

A bread-baking  competition,  which  it  is 
proposed  to  hold,  annually,  will  take  place 
in  the  Mitchell  Memorial  Hall,  Manchester, 
on  Thursday,  March  30th.  It  will  be  open 
to  the  bakeries  of  the  co-operative  societies 
in  the  Manchester  district,  as  defined  in  the 
C.W.S.  balance  sheet,  and  societies  desiring 
to  compete  must  send  their  entries  not  later 
than  Wednesday,  March  15th.  The  compe- 
tition will  be  in  two  classes,  namely,  for  a 
21b.  white  loaf,  and 'a  21b.  brown  loaf,  and 
tlio  bread  must  be  baked  the  day  before  the 
judging  takes  place.  The  flours  and  wheat- 
meals  to  be  used  are  those  of  the  Federa- 
tion, Four  Star,  H.H.H.H.,  and  Snowflake 
brands.  Messrs.  Collinge  (Huddersfield), 
Pilling  (Beswick),  T’hackwi'ay  (York),  ami 
Turnbull  (Derby),  will  be  the  judges,  and  in 
addition  to  three  prizes,  diplomas  will  be 
prepared  lor  presentation  to  L’>e  successful 
societies  ; so  that  the  societies  competing  will 
lmve  an  opportunity  of  securing  distinction 
which  should  prove  of  local  value. 


Co-operative  Delivery. 


Good  progress  is  being  made  with  co- 
operative delivery  by  I’oad,  and  the  ('rump- 
sail  biscuit  works  is  now  making  considerable 
use  of  road  transport  to  secure  prompt 
delivery  of  its  production's.  Distributive 
sooieties  generally  are  paying  mens  attention 
to  motor  vehicles  than  was  the  case  a few 
years  ago,  and  tire  wheelwright  section  ol 
the  C.W.S.  at  Manchester  is  getting  busy 
on  motor  bodies  for  retail  stores.  The  Man- 
chester and  Salford  Society  is  having  two 
Ford  chassis  fitted  with  van  bodies,  and  the 
Macclesfield  Society  a lurry  body  for  a 15 
cut.  chassis.  It  has  also  work  in  hand  for 
the  Holden  and  Slaidburn  Co-operative 
Society  and  the  Manchester  Co-operative 
laundries’  Association.  By  specialising  on 
the  production  of  van  bodies  for  distributive 
societies,  this  department  lias  obtained  con- 
siderable experience,  and  is  able  to  supply 
societies  with  vehicles  specially  designed  for 
the  purposes  of  particular  trades. 

New  Commercial  Vehicle. 


The  motor  works  of  the  C.W.S.  at  Cl 
ton-road,  Manchester,  wliich  is  nble 
render  good  service  to  societies  nee< 
repair  work  for  commercial  vehicles,  is  al 
to  place  before  the  movement  a new  3 
vnt.  chassis.  The  first  of  these  models 
bo  on  view  at  the  exhibition  which  is  b 
'^jdot  Sheffield,  and  co-operative  nuinn 
will  be  able  to  see  for  themselves  the  sk 
engineering  work  that  is  mow  being  don 
v!j\  Movement.  The  engine  Is-  of  the  f 
cylinder  monobloc  type,  developing  25 
*|t  I >000  revolutions,  and  is  supported  on 
‘ipomt  suspension  principle,  sub-fr 
tjpe,  the  gear  box  being  lined  up  on 
saiiie  sulr-frame  wliich  carries  #the  enj: 
M tiler  technical  points  will  doubtless  h 
nterest  to  those  who  see  the  chassis  at 
‘fiflfield  Exhibition.  Meanwhile, 
mttees  on  the  look  out  for  a motor  1 
capable  ol  dealing  with  anything  fron 
o -10  iwts.,  will  have  the  satisiactioi 
Knowing  that  such  oun  be  obtained  wi 
*e  Movement.  The  chassis  will  he  suit 
"c.rk  or  for  cl uira bancs, 
iiC  •s'-  motor  works  has  not  o vcrlo 
>e  matter  of  supplying  spare  parts,  so 
uphoates  can  be  readily  obtained, 
oidmg  the  expense  of  n Veliidle  being 
P pending  the  arrival  of  essentiil  sp: 
societies  interested  in  this  latest  dev 
i'  ,‘t  ol  co-operative  engineering  will  be 
in™  *7°  tml  runs  UP°«  the  new  vehicle 
^ the  next  few  weeks. 


PROGRAMME  FOR  THE 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  growth- of  the  members’  guild  move- 
ment created  a good  deal  of  controversy  at 
the  York  meeting  of  the  National  Men’s 
Guild,  and  the  question  will  again  crop  up 
at  the  annual  meeting  at  Gloucester  on 
April  loth,  at  which  resolutions  from  the 
Sheffield  and  Parkgate  branches  proposing 
that  the  name  should  be  altered  • from 
National  Men’s  Guild  to  National  Members' 
Guild  to  permit  membership  on  the  part  o'f 
either  sex. 

The  Openshaw  branch  propose  that  the 
meeting  should,  recommend  co-operative 
societies  to  advertise  in  the  “ Daily 
Herald  ” instead  of  taking  up  debenture 
shares.  The  same  branch  also  suggest  the 
reduction  of  the  Central  Council  from 
twelve  to  six.  and  the  division  of  the 
country  into  six  electoral  districts,  each  of 
which  shall  have  a representative  on  the 
Central  Council. 

The  .report  states  .that  the  past  year  has 
witnessed  a further  increase  in  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Guild,  which  now  has  5,536 
members,  who  are  grouped  in  195  branches. 
These  figures  represent  an  increase  of  216 
members  and  37  branches  on  those  pub- 
lished in  the  report  for  the  previous  year. 
The  machinery  of  the  Guild  continues  to 
be  made  more  effective  for  its  purpose. 
Three  .new  district  councils — South  Stafford- 
shire, Derby  and  Burton,  and  South- 
Eastern — have  been  formed  during  the  past 
year.  In  respect  to  the  Scottish  District 
Council  the  committee  regret  to  have  to 
report  difficulty  and  the  possible  secession 
from  the  National  Guild  of  a number  of 
branches.  With  the  best  of  intentions 
doubtless,  certain  of  the  Scottish  District 
officials  have  been  advocating  a separate 
Scottish  Men’s  Guild.  This  idea  is  not, 
however,  being  wholeheartedly  accepted  in 
Scotland,  and  it  is  impossible  at  present  to 
predict  what  will  he  the  ultimate  outcome. 


BARNSLEY’S  FORWARD 
POLICY. 

Within  a few  weeks  of  opening  their 
seventy-second  grocery  branch,  the  Barnsley 
Society  has  added  yet  another  to  that  number. 
The  latest  expression  of  co-operative  activity 
in  this  district  marks  a new  development  in 
the  trading  policy  of  the  society.  The  shop 
is  situated  in  a thickly-populated  part  of  Wath, 
and  instead  of  being  in  the  shopping  centre 
of  the  town,  it  has  been  built  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  locality  where  the  people  live. 

Mr.  E.  Tune  (president),  at  the  opening 
ceremony,  which  took  place  on  Thursday, 
March  2nd,  explained  that  the  committee 
had  decided  in  providing  this  store  to  bring 
co-operation  right  on  the  doorsteps  of  their 
members  ; and  in  this  wav  hoped  to  provide 
their  every  requirement.  They  had  now  over 
150  shops,  and  last  year  a trade  of  £3,000,000 
was  done  ; but  they  were  hoping,  as  a result 
of  efforts  similar  to  these,  to  increase  that 
amount  considerably. 

Mr.  M.  Gilligan  (director),  in  declaring  the 
shop  open  for  Dusiness,  announced  the  desire 
of  tne  committee  to  commemorate  the  diamond 
jubilee  of  the  society,  which  took  place  this 
year,  by  increasing  their  membership  to 
100.000,  and  begged  all  present  to  engage 
upon  missionary  work  to  get  new  members 
and  trade.  . 

Subsequent  to  the  opening  a meeting  and 
concert  was  held,  at  which  several  short 
addresses  were  given  by  various  members 
of  the  committee,  and  the  interest  displayed 
by  the  large  number  of  people  present  speak? 
well  for  the  success  of  the  new  branch. 


CO-OPERATORS  AS  CHEMISTS. 


Just  one  corner  of  Bolton  Society’s  fine  chemist’s  shop,  where  “ Nutria'’  is 
specially  displayed,  and  where  a “ Nutrix  ” demonstration  recently  took  place. 


SOVIET  SHIP  AT  BLYTH. 

C'o-oper ators  who  have  done  so  much  to 
help  famine-stricken  .Russia  will  be  in- 
terested in  the  visit  cf  the  s.s.  “ Argun,” 
the  first  vessel  of  the  Russian  Soviet 
Government  to  visit  .Blyth  since  the  re- 
sumption of  trading  relations  with  Soviet 
Russia.  The  men  on  hoard  the  s.s. 
“ Argun  ” are  generous  in  praise  of  the 
Soviet,  and  that  Lenin  and  Trotsky  and 
other  revolutionary  leaders  are  held  ill  high 
regard  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of 
photographs  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky  to  be 
found  on  board. 

Tlie  conditions  of  labour  on  board  the 
“ Argun  ” speak  for  themselves.  For 
instance,  the  complement  of  hands  (fifty- 
one)  for  a vessel  of  2,500  tons  enables  men 
to  have  four-hour  watches  on  ancl  eight 
hours  off.  The  most  interesting  feature  on 
board  perhaps  is  the  adoption  of  the  com- 
munal principle  in  the  daily  life.  Men 
have  wages  according  to  responsibility,  but 
all  without  distinctions.  From  the  chief 
officer  downwards,  every  man  has  the  same 
allowance — £6  4s.  per  month — for  food, 
and  on  the  whole  the  foodstuffs  are  pur- 
chased co-operatively. 


POLITICAL  ACTIVITIES. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY  MEETING. 


A meeting  of  the  CVwdperatiwe  Party 
Executive  was  held  on  Tuesday  at  the 
C.W.S.  premises,  Leman-etreet,  London.  It 
was  reported  that  the  Sheffield  Party  pro- 
posed to  issue  a monthly  paper  in  the  Hills- 
borough Division,  and  the  committee  have 
decided  to  grant  £10  per  issue  towards  the 
new  publication.  Three  fraternal  delegates  . 
were  appointed  tio  the  Co-operative  Con- 
gress. A report  was  received  from  Mrs. 
Adamson,  of  Lincoln  .with  respect  to  a 
special  campaign  which  she  luid  conducted 
in  the  Kettering  Division.  Splendtd  meet- 
ings had  been  held,  and  the  response  was 
very  encouraging.  The  prospects  for  Mr. 
Waterson’s  re-election  were  very  bright. 
The  National  Men’s  Guild  invited  the  com- 
mittee  to  send  representatives  to  the  annual 
meeting  at  Gloucester  at  Easter.  Mr.  A. 
H.  Jones  was  appointed  to  attend. 

The  Manchester  Party  recommended  that 
the  name  of  AL-.  T.  W.  Mercer  should  b?  put 
on  the  list  of  candidates,  and  tills  was 
approved. 

Negotiations  are  being  conducted  with  a 
view  to1  putting  forward  a candidate  for 
Southampton. 

A discussion  took  place  on  the  resolution 
to  be  submitted  to  Congress.  The  subjects 
likely  to  be  dealt  with  are:  a daily  news- 
paper, peace  treaties  and  reparation, 
foreign  policy,  taxation,  and  unemployment. 

Subsequently  a joint  meeting  was  Held 
with  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  The 
Co-operative  Party  put  forward  a request 
that  they  should  be  invited  to  the  joint 
meetings  between  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee and  the  Labour  Parly.  It  was 
agreed  that  joint  meetings  should  be  held 
periodically  to  secure  co-ordination  of  the 
work. 


CATTLE  embargo. 


As  the  owner  of  a shorthorn  herd,  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  who  .presided  at 
a representative  public  meeting  in  New- 
castle on  Tuesday,  said  lie  failed  to  see  how 
the  removal  of  the  embargo  on  Canadian 
store  cattle  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
breeder;  in  fact,  if  anything,  it  would  be 
in  his  favour.  The  speakers,  who  were 
representative  of  all  interests — breeders, 
meat  producers,  and  consumers  — were 
unanimous  in  calling  for  a removal  of  the 
embargo,  and  a resolution  to  this  effect 
was  adopted  with  only  two  dissentients. 


Special  general  meetings  of  the  Man- 
chester and  Salford  and  the  Droylsden 
societies  lrave  been  convened  to  oonsider  the 
question  of  amalgamation. 


GLOUCESTER  WEEK-END. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  EASTER 
GATHERING^ 

Provisional  arrangements  for  the  annual 
Easter  Week-end  gathering  of  educa- 
tionalists, teachers,  students,  and  co-opera- 
tors generally  have  been  completed,  and  a 
preliminary  circular  has  been  issued  by  the 
secretary  ol  the  Central  Education  (lonimit- 
tee,  Holyoake  House,  Ha novor-street,  Man- 
chester, wliich  will  provide  full  information. 
Ibis  year’s  gathering  will  be  held  at  the 
ancient  city  of  Gloucester,  which  possesses 
much  historical  interest,,  and  is  particularly 
suited  to  a meeting  of  this  character. 

The  annual  meetings  of  the  National  Co- 
ojierative  Men’s  Guild,  the  Co-operators’ 
Educational  Fellowship,  and  the. Educational 
Secretaries'  Association  take  place  during 
the  week-end.  An  excellent  programme  of 
addresses  lias  been  arranged,  the  speakers 
being  the  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of  Gloucester 
(Dr.  Gee),  the  G.O.M.  of  the  co-operative 
movement  (Mr.  E.  O.  Greening),  Mr.  A.  V. 
Alexander  (secretary  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Congress), 
Mr.  W.  R.  Rae,  J.P.  (chairman,  Central 
Board),  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  and  Mr. 
T.  W.  Mercer  (Co-operative  Union). 

But  this  annual  event  is  far  more  than  a 
series  of  meetings.  The  gathering  is  usually 
held  in  an  historic  city,  and  the  programme 
includes  visits  to  many  places  of  interest  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood.  Last  .'ear's 
meeting  was  held  at  York,  and  that  of  two 
years  ago  at  Cambridge,  and  ill  who 
attended  either  ;c,r  both  of  those  gatherings 
know  how  very  enjoyable  a gathering  tin's 
annual  meeting  is. 

The  series  of  gatherings  will  begin  -ii  tlio 
evening  of  Thursday,  April  13th,  and  end  on 
Easter  Monday  evening.  On  arrival,  tlio 
visitors  will  Ire  welcomed  by  the  Mayor  of 
Gloucester,  at  an  official  reception  to  be  held 
in  the  historic  Guildhall.  On  Good  Friday 
afternoon  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Co- 
operators’  Educational  Fellowship  will  lw 
held.  At  this  meeting  Professor  Flail.  M.A. 
will  speak  on  “ Co-operative  Education  and 
the  New  Internationalism,”  a subject  likely 
to  interest  all  co-operative  educationists, 
loiter  in  the  day.  a -social  gathering  will  In' 
held,  at  which  an  address  on  “ Educnl  ion:  I 
Policy”  will  be  given  by  Mr.  A.  \ 
Alexander. 

At  the  special  educational  conference  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  an  address  will  be  givi  u 
by  Dr.  Gee.  the  Dean  of  Gloucester,  who  will 
open  a discussion  on  “The  Old  Ldue.rti'.u 
and  the  New:  A uomparhun,  with  relic-  - 
tions.”  A second  social  gathering  will  be- 
held in  the  evening,  the  speaker  on  tins 
occasion  being  Mr.  E.  O.  Greening,  who-c* 
subject  will  be  “ Memories  of  Robert  Owen 
and  the  Co-operative  Pioneers.” 

Mr.  W.  R.  Roe,  J.P..  will  address  the 
visitors  on  Easter  Sunday  murning,  his 
theme  being  “ Caesar  and  Gcd.”  On  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  Mr.  T.  \Y.  Mercer 
will  speak  on  “ Co-operation  and  Govern- 
ment,” another  subject  of  present  interest 
to  all  co-operators. 

Easter  Monday  morning  will  he  devoted 
to  a Long  excursion,  including  visit©  to  the 
estate  of  the  Morning  Star  Sundries  Society, 
at  Greet,  and  also  to  Winchcombe  and 
Cheltenham.  There  will  also  he  special 
visits  to  many  historic-  spots  in  the  ancient 
city,  on  both  Friday  and  Saturday  mornings. 
Altogether,  therefore,  the  programme  is  a 
very  attractive  one,  and  it  will  he  strange 
indeed  if  hundreds  of  co-operators  do  not 
spend  Easter  at  Gloucester  this  years. 


It  has  been  decided  to  continue  the  trude 
and  business  conferences  this  year.  They 
will  be  held  in  the  same  centres  as  last 
year  in  October. 


WANTED.  BRANCH  MANAGER  for  Country 
Branch;  bouse  provided;  work  under  leakage; 
must  be  well  up  In  provisions. — State  ajf,  wage a,  to 
Co-operative  Society.  Alma-road,  Windsor. 
WTKVASTED,  wnort  ASSISTANT  for  B-wl : and  Out- 
Y Y fii/.irg ; must  be  good  at  bespoke.  —Apply, 
stating  age,  wage*,  to  Co-operative  Society,  Alma- 
road,  Windsor. 
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BURTON  REVIVAL. 

SUCCESSFUL  PROPAGANDA. 

The  Burton  Society  have  recently  conducted 
a, most  successful  propaganda  campaign  in  the 
South  Derbyshire  area.  The  first  of  a series 
of  meetings  was  held  at  Woodville  on  February 
20th.  The  large  Church  Hall  was  crowded, 
scores  failing  to  obtain  admittance.  The 
president  (Mr.  W.  Evans)  and  the  secretary 
(Mr.  A.  H.  Turner)  delivered  addresses,  which 
were  much  appreciated. 

The  Annual  Event-. 

On  the  25th  alt.  the  anniversary  of  the 
society  was  celebrated  at  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  Burton,  in  a fitting  manner,  about  500 
members  partaking  of  an  excellent  meat  tea 
in  the  afternoon.  A public  meeting  was  held 
at  night,  when  the  president,  who  occupied  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co-operative 
Union)  delivered  addresses.  The  former  gave 
an  interesting  account  of  the  year  s work,  and 
stated  that  the  number  of  members  at  the 
close  of  the  year  was  14,1611,  an  increase  of 
763  on  the  _yeflr.  The  trade  amounted  to 
£720,548,  and  notwithstanding  the  great  slump 
in  prices,  the  sales  only  suffered  to  the  extent 
of  5J  per  cent.  The  capital  showed  an  increase 
on  the  year  of  £26,792,  and  amounied  to 
£219,788.  Loan  capital  and  penny  bank 
deposits  also  showed  corresponding  increases. 
Although  the  population  of  Burton  had  re- 
mained almost  stationary, he  said,  the  society’s 
membership  ha(J  grown  by  55  per  cent.,  the 
trade  by  ISO  per  cent.,  and  the  capital  by  131 
per  cent.  ; and  over  £325,000  had  been  paid 
out  in  dividend  and  interest.  Mr.  Evans  gave 
some  interesting  figures  showing  the  con- 
sumption of  various  provisions  and  goods 
during  the  year,  and  incidentally  mentioned 
that  on  five  articles  sold  in  the  grocery  depart- 
ment they  paid  taxation  to  the  amount  of 
£40,000  a year.  Mr.  Mercer  delivered  a 
stirring  address  on  the  present  economic  crisis. 

On  the  27th  ult.  a crowded  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Swadlincote,  Messrs. 
Evans  and  Mercer  again  being  the  speakers. 
Another  successful  meeting  was  held  on  March 
1st  at  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Newhall,  Mr. 
Johnson  (director)  and  the  president  (Mr. 
Evans)  delivering  addresses.  On  the  follow- 
ing evening  a very  largely-attended  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Drill  Hall,  Church  Gresley,  at 
which  Messrs.  J.?idkin  and  F.  -J.  Ind  (directors) 
delivered  addresses. 

Great  enthusiasm  was  manifested  at  all  the 
meetings,  and  a revival  of  pre-war  interest  was 
noticeable  at  all  places.  The  committee  are 
following  up  the  meetings  by  cutting  up  new 
ground  in  the  outlying  villages  by  a systematic 
canvass,  and  are  making  members  at  a greater 
rate  than  has  been  the  case  for  some  time. 

An  excellent  programme  of  music  was  given 
at  all  the  meetings  by  the  co-operative  choir 
and  other  artistes,  and  it  is  confidently  anti- 
cipated that  much  good  will  follow. 

EMPLOYEES’  EVENT  ATf  , 

NEWMARKET. 

Tub  educational  committee  of  the  New- 
market Society  entertained  the  employees 
of  the  society  in  the  Co-operative  Hall  on 
March  2nd.  An  excellent  tea  was  served, 
and  was  fully  appreciated.  The  chairman 
of  the  educational  committee  (Mr.  H.  G. 
Keegan)  presided,  and  remarked  that  the 
employees  by  supplying  C.NV.S.  goods,  the 
quality  of  which  was  second  to  none, 
were  making  way  for  the  great  Common- 
wealth by  maintaining  production  inside 
the  movement  at  the  highest,  and  ensuring 
for  yet  more  workers  the  guarantee  of  full 
and  good  employment. 

Air.  Ghallis  (manager  and  secretary),  in 
expressing  the  thanks  of  the  employees  to 
the  educational  committee,  said-  he  did  not 
like  the  idea  of  any  staff  or  wages  reduc- 
tions. Iif  they,  the  employees,  would  con- 
tinue to  pull  together  and  enlighten  the 
town  and  countryside  as  to  the  benefits  to 
be  obtained  through  co-operation  he  saw  no 
reason  why  their  numbers  should  not 
increase.  There  were  more  than  sixty 
present  there  that  evening,  and  the  number 
of  employees  totalled  eighty-six. 

The  evening  was  then  spent  in  dancing 
and  games,  intermingled  with  songs  and 
sketches  by  Mr.  Sturgeon’s  concert  party. 


LOWESTOFT'S  9d.  LOAF. 

Lowestoft  Society  is  still'  selling  bread 
at  9d.  per  quartern,  although  private 
bakers  are  up  to  lOd.  The  society  lias  been 
selling  at  9d.  since  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  has  no  intention  of  advancing  at 
present.  Although  not  getting  the  benefit 
of  buying  from  a profit-making  point  of 
view,  members  will  get  the  benefit  of 
storks  to  the  extent  of  about  £300  first 
hand,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  appreciate 
thirs  fact.  Unemployment  and  general  de- 
pression line  make  it  essential  to  sell 
everything  at  the  lowest  margin  all  round. 
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HANDS  OFF  EDUCATION  ! ; 

UNITED.  PROTEST  AT  W.E.A.  DEMONSTRATION. 

A GROSS  OFFENCE  AGAINST  HUMANITY.” 

BY  OUR  OWN  RKPORTF.R. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

There  is  considerable  uncertainly  as  t0 
the  effects  of  the  proposed  extension  of  the 
powers  of  the  L.C.C.  Co-operators  win 
have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  an  authority, 
five  exposition  of'  the  subject  by  Mr.  A. 
Emil  Davies,  L.C.C.,  at  a conference  convened 
by  the  South  Suburban  Society,  to  bo  held 
at  Horuiman’s  Hall,  North  End,  Croydon 
on  Saturday,  March  11th. 

, . ♦ 


A resolution  was  unanimously  passed 
against  any  “ cuts  ” in  our  educational 
system  at  a national  demonstration  held  jn 
the  Central  Hall,  Westminster,  on  Satur- 
day. under  the  auspices  of  the  Workers ’ 
Educational  Association.  The  Bishop  of 
Manchester  (Dr.  W.  Temple),  a true  friend 
of  education,  presided  over  a very  repre- 
sentative gathering.  Included  in  r he  large 
audience  were  delegates  from  seventy-five 
co-operative  organisations,  and  also  from 
.various  teachers’  associations,  trade  unions, 
Trade  and  Labour  Councils,  and  other 
bodies.  Several  municipal  heads  were 
present,  including  Councillor  L.  Hill,  the 
co-operative  Mayor  of  Fulham. 

Education  a Necessity. 

The  Chairman,  who  met  with  a very 
cordial  reception,  reminded  the  vast  audi- 
ence of  the  changed  conditions  which  in 
some  respects  had  afforded  them  consider- 
able relief.  The  whole,  political  situation 
was  not  particularly  stable  at  the  present 
time  ; thev  did  not  know  who  would  be  con- 
trolling the  destiny  of  the  country  at  the 
end  of  the  week.  (Laughter.)  For  that 
reason  it  was  cf  extreme  importance  that 
there  should  be  a strong  expression  of 
opinion  to  show  they  were  determined  to 
uphold  the  belief  that  the  education  of  the 
people  was  not  a luxury  which  could  be 
dispensed  with  because  they  were  poor,  but 
a necessity  which  they  must  at  all  costs 
maintain.  (Applause.) 

The  Danger  Not  Over. 

Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  M.P.,  made  a 
vigorous  appeal  in  support  of  an  efficient 
educational  system,  ns  against  the  paralys- 
ing proposals  of  the  Geddes  Committee.  So 
far  jus  teachers'  salaries  and  the  attendance 
of  children  under  six  years  cuf  age  were 
concerned,  lie  said,  the  situation  had  been 
saved,  but  they  would  be  deluding  them- 
selves if  they  assumed  that  there  was  no 
longer  any  danger  of  a blow  from  the 
economy  axe.  “ Whilst  we  welcome  the 
knowledge  that  the  Burnham  scales  are  to 
stand,”  Air.  Henderson  added,  " we  cannot 
ignore  the  fact  that  the  Government  pro- 
poses somehow  or  other  to  effe' t economies 
during  the  coming  year  to  the  extent  of 
6}  millions.  In  other  words,  it  proposes  to 
reduce  State  expenditure  on  education  by 
one-eighth,  which  is  a substantial  reduc- 
ti<?n.”  Education  had  always  been  starved, 
and  it  was  one's  duty  to  press  for  a clear 
statement  from  the  Government  on  the 
subject.  He  wished  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment: “Can  the  estimates  be  reduced  by 
6)  millions  without  injuring  the  fabric  of 
education?  If  so,  how  can  it  be  done C ' 
Mr.  Henderson  dealt  with  the  question  of 
secondary  education,  contending  that  in 
any  democratic  system  there  must  be  ample 
secondary  school  facilities  unencumbered 
by  any  poverty  bar. 

The  Labour  Ideal. 

He  earnestly  condemned  any  change 
which  would  increase  the  size  of  classes, 
and  any  policy  for  cutting  down  expendi- 
ture in  the  cases  of  physically  and  mentally 
defective  children.  ‘‘  As  a member  of  the 
great  Labour  movement  in  this  country,” 
the  speaker  asserted,  “ I desire  to  see  a 
community  built  up  on  the  foundations  of 
freedom  and  co-operation.  Co-operation  is 
impossible  except  between  equals.  Equality 
is  inconceivable  if  the  riches  of  education 
are  the  monopoly  of  a class.’’  (Applause.) 
He  moved  a resolution  expressing  the 
opinion  that  "any  proposal  further  to  cut 
down  the  provision  of  educational  facilities 
is  in  effect  a proposal  to  make  the  children 
of  the  nation  pay  for  the  war  in  enfeebled 
vitality  and  arrested  mental  development, 
and  that  such  a policy  is  morally  indefen- 
sible and  economic-ally  unwise.” 

" A Sop  to  Reaction.” 

Lord  Henry  Cavendish-Bentinck,  M.P., 
well  known  for  his  support  of  social  reforms, 
seconded  the  resolution  in  a brief  and 
telling  speech.  He  described  the  economies 
proposed  by  the  Government  ns  a gross 
offenoe  against  humanity  and  a serious  bar 
to  human  progress.  The  proposals  were 
not  so  muon  Trained  for  economy  but  as  a 
sop  to  reaction.  (Applause.) 

Touching  the  matter  in  a lighter  vein, 
he  regretted  that  the  education  of— our 
rulers  had  been  such  a costly  affair  during 
the  last  few  years  (Laughter.)  Mr. 
Fisher  might  have  held  some  masses  on  the 
A B C of  popular  government.  (Laugh- 
ter.) How  many  millions  had  been  spent 
in  Ireland  in  order  to  teach  the  Prime 
Minister  that  the  British  Empire  was  not 
held  together  on  German  principles 
— (applause)— and  that  they  could  not  stick 
in  human  kindness  and  brotherly  love  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet?  1 (Applause). 
They  were  not  there,  however,  to  discuss 
” with  what  little  wisdom  the  world  is 
governed.”  (Laughter.) 

The  resolution  was  unanimously  passed. 

The  .Co-operative  View. 

Mr.  J%  M.  Mactavish  (general  secretary 
of  the  W.E.A.).  whose  admirable  arrange- 
ments contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
gathering,  read  sympathetic  messages  re- 
ceived from  public  men.  He  announced 
that  the  following  had  been  received  from 


the  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  Central 
Education  Committee  of  the  Co-operative 
Union: — "The  committee  welcome  the 
/stand  you  are  taking  on  behalf  of  that  true 
economy  which  consists  of  wise  spending, 
and  hope  the  demonstration  will  be  a great 
success,  and  will  voice  such  a message  to 
the  Government  that  the  Cabinet  will  have 
no  doubt  about  the  strength  of  the  demand 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  educational 
service  in  ail  efficient  condition." 

Mr.  Kenneth  Lee  moved  a second  reso- 
lution which  “ inter  alia  " repudiated  the 
attack  of  the  Geddes  Committee  on  the 
recent  developments  which  had  made 
secondary  education  more  accessible  than 
in  the  past  to  children  of  the  workers. 
Whilst  welcoming  the  decisions  already 
announced  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer the  resolution  still  urged  the 
Gove'-iiment  to  reject  the  other  educational 
proposals  contained  in  the  report  as  neither 
economical  nor  just. 

A New  " Red  Menace.” 

Miss  Margaret  Boudfield,  J.P.,  delivered 
one  of  her  rousing  speeches  in  seconding 
the  resolution,  and  received  a very  hearty 
welcome  from  those  who  value  her  sterling 
work  in  the  democratic  movement.  She 
regarded  the  Geddas  .Report  ns  the  real 
” red  menace.”  It  was  a real  declaration 
of  a class  war.  (Applause.)  Miss  Bond- 
field  vehemently  protested  against  the 
proposed  "cuts”  in  the  expenditure  on 
schools  for  defective  children  and  the  sug- 
gested increase. in  the  classes.  She  was 
creditably  informed  that  there  was  a young 
girl  named  Geddes  who  was  in  a school  of 
300  pupils,  where  there  were  fifty-eight 
teachers.  (Laughter.)  The  first  charge  on 
a nation  should  be  that  kind  of  natural 
service  which  added  not  merely  to  indus- 
trial efficiency  but  to  the  nobility,  outlook, 
and  status  of  its  citizenship.  (Applause.) 

Tlie  resolution  was  carried  with  unanimity. 


MENACE  OF  IGNORANCE. 


CARDIFF  SPEAKER'S  ADVICE. 


The  annual  gathering  of  the  monitors  of 
tlie  Cardiff  Society  was  held  at  the  Cory 
Hall,  on  Thursday  last  week,  when  Mr.  G 
R.  Clement  (president  of  the  society)  de- 
tailed the  amazing  growth  of  the  society. 

In  the  course  .of  an  address,  Councillor 
Emily  Parker,  J.P.  (president.  South- 
ampton Trades  .and  Labour  Council  and  a 
Co-operative  Party  Parliamentary  candi- 
date), said  mere  was  required  of  humanity 
to-day  than  in  any  other  period  in  history. 
There  was  no  greater  menace  in  any  com- 
munity than  an  uneducated  or  half-educated 
people.  It  was  a far  greater  menace  than 
outside  enemies.  She  urged  them  to  resolve 
to  exercise  their  own  intelligence  in  order 
that  they  would  not  be  a menace  to  the 
community  because  of  their  ignorance,  lazi- 
ness, or  lack  of  responsibility.  People  had 
got  into  a habit  of  enslaving  their  minds  to 
one  phrase  of  thought,  and  ;t  was  necessary 
that  they  should  get  out  of  the  narrow 
circle,  especially  the  women.  The  co- 
operative movement  had  a work  to  perform 
that  would  prevent  further  catastrophes 
such  as  the  last  war. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Wall] lead  (chairman  of  the  In- 
dependent Labour  Party  and  prospective 
Labour  candidate  for  Merthyr)  declared  that 
the  co-operative  movement  had  played  a big 
part  in  the  past,  but  was  destined  to  play  a 
bigger  part  in  tlie  future.  An  annual  turn- 
over of  £70.000,000  spoke  for  itself,  he  said. 

Tlie  speeches  were  interposed  in  a pro- 
gramme of  excellent  musical  item*?. 


THE  SILENT  REAPER. 


BANBURY’S  LOSSES. 


Banbuiiy  co-operators  mourn  the  loss  of 
two  good  colleagues  in  the  persons  of  Mr. 
Peter  Gardner  and  Mr.  D.  .J.  Fouler  (scc-re- 
tarly  of  the  educational  committee). 

Mr.  Gardner  was  an  old  and  esteemed 
member  of  tlie  society.  He  became  a mem- 
ber in  1877,  and  for  several  years  served  on 
the  general  committee.  He  was  in  his 
eighty-first  year. 

Air.  Fowler  was  elected  a member  of  the 
educational  committee  in  1910,  and  became 
its  secretary  in  1914,  a post  which  lie  con- 
tinued to  held  until  his  (Heath.  Being  an 
ardent  lover  of  music  he  had  taken  part  in 
the  musical  programme  at  the  ojntr.il  and 
brunches  for  many  years.  He  was  of  a 
genial  nature  and  always  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand.  He  had  many  activities.  As 
n member  of  tlie  Marlburough-road  Wesleyan 
Choir  he  served  lor  nearly  forty  years  At 
the  time  of  his  death  he  was  also  tlie  Dis- 
trict thief  Ruler  of  the  Rechubites.  The 
large  number  of  friends  that  were  present 
at  tb>  graveside  testified  to  the  esteem  and 
affection  in  width  Air.  Fowler  was  held. 
Amongst  ruawy  oenutiful  floral  tributes  was 
one  from  the  educatioual  and  gene-al  com- 
mittees and  librarian.  As  a mark  of  respect 
the  flag  was  flown  at  half-mast  at  tlie  cen- 
tral premises,  and  the  shops  were  closed 
during  the  time  of  the  funeral* 


Mr.  In.  C.  Morrison  (a  member  of  the 
London  Society’s  management  committee 
and  Co-operative  candidate  for  North  Totten- 
ham) has  been  returned  unopposed  to  the 
Middlesex  County  Council.  His  majority 
three  years  ago  was  the  highest  recorded  in 
tlie  whole  of  Middlesex.  Mr.  Morrison  is 
also  a member  of  tho  Middlesex  Education 
Committee. 

A series  of  four  lectures  on  “ The  Organisa- 
tion of  tho  Adolescent  Co-operator,”  will 
be  given  at  a week-end  school  at  Shornclls, 
Abbey  Wood,  on  March  11th  and  12th.  Thu 
lecturers  will  include  Mrs.  M.  Thome,  Messrs. 
J.  Reeves,  C.  W.  Prow,  and  John  Hargrave 
(“  White  Fox  ’’).  The  arrangements  are  being 
made  by  the  Royal  Arsenal  .Society’s  educa- 
tional department. 

The  plans  of  the  building  for  tho  new  store 
of  the  Fin  field  Highway  Society  are  now  before 
the  district  council.  The  drawings  for  the 
shop  fittings  and  shop  fronts  are  prepared, 
and  the  work  will  bo  shortly  commenced. 
It  is  hoped  to  complete  the  store  by  the  end 
of  September  next. 

In  connection  with  the  jubilee  celebration 
of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society  it  is  pro- 
posed to  hold  an  exhibition  of  O.VV.S.  produc- 
tions in  the  co-operative  hall  in  July  next. 

Since  the  adoption  of  tho  collective  life 
assurance  scheme  by  the  Enfield  Highway 
Society  685  claims  have  been  paid  amounting; 
to  £4,575. 

A very  successful  social  evening  was  held 
by  the  North  Finchley  Women’s  Guild  and 
Finchley  Propaganda  and  Political  Council, 
on  February  24th,  in  Stephen’s  Memorial 
Hall,  North  Finchley.  Mr.  J.  F.  Redhous; 
officiated  as  M.C.  for  tho  evening.  There 
were  upwards  of  seventy  co-opcratora  present, 
including  a veteran  in  tho  movement  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  J.  Todd.  Members  of  both 
organisations  gave  songs  and  recitations 
to  the  evident  delight  and  appreciation  of 
the  audience. 

Air.  A.  Ginns,  a student  of  Raskin 
College,  recently  gave  an  address  at 
Oxford  on  the  work  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society,  of  which  he  is  n member. 

Tlie  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  International 
Travel  Guild  are  arranging  an  Easter  trip 
to  Paris. 

Tlie  South  Suburban  Society  lias  secured 
new  premises  Jit  Westerham.  The  building 
of  a model  dairy  at  the  rear  of  London- 
road,  Croydon,  is  well  advanced.  The  new 
branch  at  Elmers  End-road  is  nearing  com- 
pletion and  will  shortly  be  formally  opened. 

Peckbam  Co-operative  Dramatic  Society 
are  holding  rehearsals  on  Thursdays  at  the 
Itye-lane  branch  room. 


GIFTS  TO  STROUD  OFFICIALS. 

Ax  excellent  social  was  held  at  the 
Holloway  Institute.  Stroud,  on.  Thursday. 
March  2nd,  arranged  by  the  employees  of 
the  local  society.  A splendid  programme  was 
gone  through,  consisting  cf  songs,  recita- 
tions, games,  and  dlancing.  About  150  were 
present,  including  many  employees  of  the 
Cainscross  and  Ebley  Society,  who  came  as 
guests  of  the  employees  of  the  Stroud 
Society.  The  marogenient  committee  of  the 
Stroud  Society  were  alto  present. 

During  the  evening  the  employees  toon 
the  opportunity  of  allowing  then  apprecia- 
tion cf  their  general  manager  (Mr.  F,  W. 
Seymour)  and  secretary  (Air.  P.  E.  Hay- 
ward) by  presenting  .Mr.  Seymour  with  a 
cap?  cf  gc Id-mounted  pipes  and  a walking- 
stick,  and  Mr.  Hayward  with  a,  , silver 
cigarette  case.  , , 

Mr.  Vick  (one  of  the  oldest  employees) 
asked  their  acceptance  of  the  gilts. 

.Missis.  G.  W.  Wearren  and  R.  J.  Turner 
undertook  the  duties  of  M.C.’s.  and  were 
ably  supported  by  Mrs.  II.  J.  'Jurnti  : 1 “ 
Mrs.  F.  A.  Lyne  as  pianists. 


A WOOLWICH  VETERAN. 


A w h j.-kmiWN  iimt  esteemed  member  of 
the  Koval  Arsenal  Su.ietv  Ins  ins««l  «*•*> 
m the  per  .on  of  Mr.  H Keeble.  who  W 
any  veal’s  had  assisted  in  buihliug  up  l*1 
ciety  to  its  present  prosperous  position- 
e was  one  of  the  veterans  w ho  Ini'!  seen  1 
icietv  grow  from  small  beginnings,  ruei  1 
enthii-insiu  for  (o-Operation  was  ninint-m'j- 
until  tlie  cud.  Mr.  Keeble  had  rendered  U 
service  as  a member  of  the  general 
niittee,  and  by  his  thoroughness  and  ze-'i 
won  the  esteem  of  his  colleagues  a,|d  » 
full  support  of  the  members.  He  was  » 
a Labour  member  of  the  Woolwich  Bcro  F 
Council  and  the  Board  of  Guardians.  At 
funeral  at  Plumstead,  on  Monday,  reore  e : 
tatiu?s  attended  from  the  Royal 
Society  and  the  other  bodies  with  wnicn  - • 
Keeble  had  been  associated  during  Ins  1,1 
century’s  residence  in  the  district. 
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IW  Toners 

% Edy/in  Elliott 


of'Tfie  SfiTi/ie  c if  Deepdernv* 
(t  Vofcefttin  Romance  " e(c. 


Chatter  VI.— Suspicion. 

It  was  the  greatest  sensation  the  couutry- 
had  ever  known.  Tlw  news  spread  like 
wildfire,  and  special  editions  of  the  local 
journals,  oontomiiig  tllie  principal  facte,  were 
published  in  time  f°r  breakfast  the  following 

W<“  The  body  of  the, murdered  younglady,” 
ciid  the  “ Daleshina  Meming  News,"  “ will 
■remaiu  at  Ivy  Towers  until  after  the  post- 
mortem and  inquest.  Then  it  will  be 
removed  to  Attercliffe  Hall,  whence  the 
funeral  will  take  place. 

• We  understand  that  Mr.  Aubrey  Atier- 
cliffe  has  decided  to  give  the  fullest  possible 
publioity  to  the  affair,  and  is  resolved  that 
the  criminal  shall  be  brought  to  justice  at 
any  cost.  It  is  whispered  that  sensational 
disclosures  infly  ultimately  be  made.” 

The  shocking  event  was  discussed  with  the 
utmost  avidity  by  high  and  low.  and  by  none 
more  freely  than  the  servants  at  Ivy  Towers. 

“ Well,  we  know  as  there  weren’t  much 
love  lost  between  tyer  and  Miss  Naomi,”  said 
Brooks,  a footman  who  hailed  from  London. 

“As  to  that,”  commented  Polly  Jones, 
a rosy-cheeked  parlourmaid,  “ it  wasn’t  no 
fault  of  the  young  missis,  in  my  opinion.  I 
don’t  want  to  speak  ill  of  the  dead,  I don’t. 
Still  I never  did  like  'er.  She  was  ’aughty 
and  ’©artless.” 

“ But  all  the  men  were  gone  on  her,  I’ve 
’eartl,”  remarked  Brotciks. 

"Not  all  of  ’em,”  retorted  Polly.  “Mr. 
’Orace  wasn’t  gone  on  'er,  though  they 
wanted  'im  to  marry  ’er.” 

“Who  told  you  that?’’  asked  the  cook 
with  much  interest.  “ I s’pose  Miss  Naomi 
told  you.  eh?  You  and  ’er  is  a bit  thick,  I 
know.  She  lets  you  do  her  ’air  sometimes, 
and  then  I s’pose  you  wheedles  tilings  out 
of  ’er.” 

“ I don’t,  wheedle  nothing  out  of  ’or,” 
rejoined  Polly  spiritedly.  “ ’Taint  my  way.” 
“Oh,  I know  you've  took  to  ’er.”  said 
the  cook  rather  -sourly.  “ But  she  ain’t  my 
sort.  She’s  too  ’ot- tempered.” 

" But  look  'ere,  Polly,”  said  slow-speaking 
Air.  Wicks,  the  coachman.  “ Do  you  mean 
to  go  and  say  as  Mr,  ’Orace  hated  Miss 
Attercliffe?” 

“No,  I didn’t,”  retorted  Polly  sharply. 

• V I said  as  Jow  ’e  wasn’t  gone  on  'er.  See  ?” 

1 Well.  I reckon  as  ’ow  it  means  much 
about  the  same,”  rejoined  Wicks.  “ \ ou 
see,  a man  can't  be  fiend  of  two  gals  at  the 
same  time;  at  least,  that’s  m.v  opinion.  I 
know  as  Mr.  'Oraoe  as  been  carrying  on  with 
Miss  Naomi  for  a long  time.  I've  seen  ’em 
kissing  and  cuddling  when  they  thought  as 
nobody  wa.s  near.  Twarn’t  no  business  of 
mine;  and,  arter  all,  why  siliouldn’t  they 
niake  a match  of  it,  if  they  wants  to?  But 
if,  as  you  say,  the  earl  wanted  him  to  marry 
Miss  Attercliffe — well— there’d  l>e  a lot 
’anging  to  that,  and — er — well,  I don’t  "think 
as  i'll  <say  any  .more.” 

The  surest  way  to  provoke  a host  of 
queries  is  to  declare  that  you  don’t  intend 
to  answer  any,  as  Mr.  Wicks  immediately 
discovered. 

"I  do  say,”  said  Brooks,  “that  a man 
ought  to  say  what  he  means.  ’Tain’t  fair 
jest  to  'int  at  a thing.” 

“He  don't  mean,  nothing,”  said  Polly 
scornfully.  “ He  ain’t  got  no  ideas  in  his 
'ted  at  all,  he  ain’t.” 

This  piece  of  rough-and-ready  sarcasm 
produced  instant  effect,  as,  of  course,  the 
pert  little  parlour-maid  intended  it  should. 
Mr.  Wicks  sat  up  straight,  and  surveying 
the  damsel  wither inglv,  became  luquaoious 
at  orit-e.'  ’ 

“ None  of-ycur  sneers,  miss.  I say  as  Mr. 
Orace  is  a very  ‘ot-tempered  young  man, 
and  fjert icier" fond  of  'aving  his  own  way.  I 
kiioived  his  father,  Captain  DesparJ.  He 
was  " the  most  Obstinate,  self-willed,  ’ot- 
toiiipered.  reckless  feller  as  ever  T knowed. 

, ” Mr.  ’Orace  is  the  very  spit  of  him.  He’s 
ad  if  all  his  own  way  up  till  now,  for  the 
?ar*'s  been  awful  easy  , witty  lrim.  But  his 
•ordsliip’s  obstinate,1  fob,  when  lie's  ‘Set  bis 
inuid'on  a thing;  ant}  if  "he'  told  Mr.  "Orace  as 
bed  got  to  marry  Miss  ‘ Attercliffe,  the 
young  gentleman  ’d  ’ave  to  do  it,  or  be  cut 
with  a shilling. 

” So,  what  1 say  is  this,  that  what  with 
teinpertyand  obstinacies  on  l>oth  sides,  and 
"li.it  with  loving  the  wrong  gal,  there’s 
neaps  of  chances  fur  quarrels.  And  quarrels 
jeads  to  many  thing*,  'speshley  at  night 
.wines  when  nobody’s  about, 
f r A!ul  niw  h's  thne  for  me  to  go  and  eoe 
U \v°,s  !l  fibbing  down  them  ’osses.” 

u ith  this  addendum  Mr.  Wicks  hnrried 
?ut>.his  depart ure  being  the  signal  for  1 he 
uenlv-im  of  the  group  c.f  domestic  gossips. 

a fterwards  Polly  "come  face  to  face 
uh  Miss  Ha/.lethorpe  in  one  of  the  oorri- 
is  of  the  south  wing,  and  the  young: fedv 
,rom  the  States  immediatelv.  ' 

*ervant.  by  saying 


•stopped  the 


I'l’*'**  minute,  please.  Yopr-nailie  is 
A 'in ' t-  it 

..Yes,  miss.” ' said  the1  rriH  d^Ff-mntinlte 


'said  the1  girl  deferentially. 
• Ali&g  Nndmi  always  calls 


,,  T , miss,  ’ 

I ni  Polk, 

*»*  Polly.” 

r‘>urip8,KpS/?n't  m:ni  i,,e  c"1Iin® yon 

'•Oil.  r'd  be  proud." 

Aery  well,  Polly.  Now  I have  reason  to 


believe  that  you  are  really  attached  to  Miss 
Naomi.” 

“ Yes,  miss,  I am,”  returned  the  girl 
earnestly.  “ You  see,  miss,  I know  her 
better  than  the  other  servants  do.  I’ vie 
mended  her  frocks  for  her  lots  of  times,  and 
she’d  often  let  me  dio  her  hair,  which,  of 
course,  miss,  I like  to  do.  And  at  such 
times  she’d  talk  quite  natural,  just  as  if  I 
was  her  equal.  She  ain’t  a bit  proud, 
miss.” 

“ I hope  not,  Polly.  And  so  you  learned 
to  like  her  because  you  got  to  understand 
her.  Was  that  what  you  were  going  to 
say?” 

“ That’s  it,  miss,  exact.  She’s  rather 
wilful,  if  I may  say  it,  and  when  she  sees 
people  misjudge  her,  she'll  just  go  and  do 
tilings  to  make  them  think  still  worse.” 

“But  you  don’t  think  any  the  worse  of 
her?” 

“ Oh  no,  miss,  I always  take  her  part,  I 
do.  ’ ’ 


“ That  is  very  good  of  you,  Polly,  and  if 
you’ll  always  do  that  I'll  try  and  lie  a good 
friend  to  you.  Now  jifst  answer  me  frankly 
and  fully.  What  are  they  laying  now?” 

“ What  are  who  saying,  miss?” 

“ The  people  yoai  mix  with,  the  servants 
especially.” 

“ Do  you  mean,”  said  Polly  nervously, 
“ what  they  are  saying  now — I mean  since 
— since  1-last  night?” 

“ That's  exactly  what  T do  mean,  and  1 
want  you  to  tell  me,  without  fear  or  favour.” 
“ Well,  miss,  I ain’t  got  much  to  tell, 
'cept  that  Mr.  Wicks — he’*  the  'ead  coach- 
man, miss — he  did  say  as — but  I don’t  think 
I ought  to  say  it.” 

“Oh,  yes.  you  ought,  Polly.  What  lias 
Air.  AVioks  got  to  say?” 

“Well,  miss,”  said  the  girl,  still  mere 
nervously,  “he  was  a saying  this  morning 
that  he’s  seen  Mr.  ’Orace  and  Miss  Naomi 
makink  love  many  a time.  And  he  said 
that  Mr.  ’Orace  was  like  his  father,  awful 
’ot-tempered  and  wilful.  And  he  said  that 
the  earl  had  ordereyl  Mr.  'Orace  to  marry 
Miss  Attercliffe,  and  that  what  people 
wouldn't  think  of  doing  in  ciold  blood  they 
often  did  when  they  was  in  a temper, 
specially  at  night,  when  nobody  was 
looking.” 

Stella  did  not  think  it  wise  to  cross- 
examine  the  girl  any  further;  but  as  soon 
as  she  was  alone,  she  soliloquised  somewhat 
in  this  wise  : — 

“And  so  I have  come  more .than  throe 
thousand  miles  to  be  mixed  up  in  a murder 
mystery,  a mystery  fraught  with  terrible 
possibilities. 

“But  is  it  a mystery?  To  me  it  seems 
c-lear  enough.  He  must  have  found  her, 
probably  sitting  on  tlie  seat  by  the  edge  of 
the  lake.  Concerning  the  scene  which  took 
place  between  them  one  can  only  vaguely 
surmise.  He  was  altogether  unstrung  when 
he  left  me,  and  was  in  no  mood  to  think  or 
act  rationally.  She,  probably,  was  ready 
enough  to  say  tilings  which  would-  entirely 
destroy  what  little  self-control  he  may  have 
had. 

“ In  all  probability  murder  was  not  in 
his  thoughts  at  first.  Possibly  there  was  a 
struggle  of  some  sort,  and  she  may  have 
slipped  into  tlie  water. 

“In  ,a  moment  ..-he  found  himself  in  a 
desperate  plight.  He  was  compromised, 
hopelessly.  He  saw  himself  disgraced  ard 
mined.  And  so,  in  a moment  it  was  done, 
and  tiiere  was  no  undoing  it. 

“And  what  about  my  poor  little  coz? 
All,  in  lier  case  the  explanaton  is  equally 
simple,  and  equally  clear.  Probably  she, 
loo,  found  her  way  to  tlie  lake,  after  the 
dead  had  been  committed,  and  discovered 
the  dreadful  truth.  She  may.  even,  have 
seen  him  emerge  from  the  wood , distraught 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  deed  that  he  had 
committed. 

“ Of  course,  the  poor  child  was  un- 
speakably horrified,  not  only  at  the  awful 
death  of  her  rival,  but  at  tlie  still  more 
terrible  fact  that  her  lover  was  a murderer. 

“ And  that  brother  of  hers,  what  will  lie 
do?  He  was  passionately  fond  of  lier,  and 
will,  I fear,  move  heaven  mid  earth  for 
vengeance  upon  ber  murderer. 

“ Somehow  it  gives  me  a queer  little  thrill 
to  think  of  him.  He  and  I will  not  get  on 
together  I fancy.  And  yet.  under  other 
circumstances,  I think  I could  like  him.  He 
is  obstinate;  but  I like  obstinate  men. 

I wonder  what  he  thinks  of  nie'  Not 
much,  I guess.  A seltenssertite,  coolsMtrc 
Annkee  girl  is  his  verdiet.  without  a doubt,  j 
By  the  rme  she  had  Te-ached  this  point  in 
her  reflections  slie  found  herself  standing 
'outside  the*  door  of  Nurmi's  room.  After 
waiting  a fowiinomeiits-Wlie  turned  the  door- 
k nob,,  .amt  tettered . 1 

It  waa'Gbnf  a small'  chamber,  nininly 
1 furnished ! 'ivnd Rory  untidy.'  'inn  " ell-worn 
' easy-'ebaif;  lniddled-up  and  motionless,  sat 

her  cousin;1'  '• 

'*•  Naomi. 1 dear.”  said1  'Stella  softlv,  “ do 
i yon>feel  wdll  enough  tmgo  ont  with  me  for 
a-  stroll  this  lovely  rooming?” 

The  huddled  figure  turned  slowly  toward* 
the  questioner,  disclosing  a pitifully  hazard 
face.  The  sparkle  was  gone  from  her  eyes, 
and  the  olive  hue  of  her  skin  was  unrelieved 
by  the  suggestion  of  a wanner  tint. 


“ Don’t  ask  me.  Stellu.'  Leave  me  alone 
with  my  thoughts,”  she  said,  as  she  turned 
her  head- away  again,  with  a loug  shudder- 
ing sigh.. 

“ Yonr  thoughts  are  not  the  best  company 
for  you  now,  dear,”  said  Stella,  with  as  much 
t-hoerf illness  as  she  could  assume.  “ So  you 
had  better  put  up  with  mine.  But  you 
haven’t  nuswered  me  vet.  Ho.v  do  you 
feel  ?” 

“ As  well  as  I want  to  feel.  Stella.  I'm 
very  tired.  I'm  sorry  you  came  all  the  way 
from  America  just  to  see  me.  It  was  a 
great  mistake.” 

“ Was  it?  Well,  that  is  not  mv  opinion, 
and  you  are  not  going  to  drive  me  away 
with  your  snubs.” 

At  this  Naomi  .sat  up,  and  in  a pitifully 
quavering  voice  said  : — 

“ Don’t  think  me  ungrateful,  Stella.  I 
don’t  want  to  hurt  your  feelings.  But — 

hut — Oil,  all  is  so  different.  I wish  I could 
die.  1 wish  I could  die!” 

Unable  to  say  any  more,  site  once  more  hid 
her  face  in  the  upholstery  of  the  chair,  ami 
sobbed  convulsively. 

Though  the  eyes  of  the  other  girl  over- 
flowed at  the  sight,  she  was  not  sorry  to  see 
the  outburst  of  weeping,  for  she  knew  that 
it  presaged  some  relief  for  the  poor  tortured 
child. 

Stella  was  confronted  with  a teirible 
problem.  She  dared  not  take  Naomi  into 
lier  arms,  and  try  to  console  her  by  saying 
that,  she  implicitly  believed  in  her,  and  that 
she  knew  who  the  real  miscreant  wa-s. 

Something  to  this  effeot  she  had,  at  first, 
said  and  done  the  startling  result  being 
that  Naomi  had  tom  herself  from  her 
cousin’s  embrace,  and  with  flashing  eyes 
had  uttered  words  that  were  tantamount  to 
a confession  of  murder. 

For  the  moment  Stella  herself  was  stag- 
gered, and  -she  felt  herself  grow  cold  with 
the  horrible  tear  that  it  might  be  so.  She 
had  read  of  cases  not  dissimilar,  in  which 
young  girls  in  the  heat  of  passion  had 
actually  taken  life. 

But  she  thrust  the  nation  from  her  with 
fierce  impatience,  and  calmed  herself  with 
the  conclusion  that  Naomi  was  shielding 
Horae*?,  even  at  the  risk  of  an  awful  peril  to 
herself.  It  seemed  -so  plausible,  conclusive 
even,  that  she  would  not  permit  herself  a 
moment’s  doubt. 

But  the  girl’s  seeming  self-accusation  was 
a warning  to  her,  and  she  felt  she  would 
have  to  proceed  with  the  utmost  caution,  or 
a tragedy  might  be  precipitated  that  chilled 
her  heart  to  tliink  of.  And  so,  she  u-ow 
deemed  it  prudent  not  to  speak  until  Naoini 
had  reached  the  relief  of  sheer  exhaustion. 

“ Deny,”  she  said  at  last,  “I  have  let  you 
cry  uninterruptedly  because  T knew  that 
relief  could  come  in  no  other  way.  You’re 
better  now,  aren’t  you?  So  that  we  can 
talk  a little.” 

Shivering  from  head  to  foot’  Naomi  eat  up, 
and  said  gaspingly 

“ I — I — cannot  talk.  I must  not— dare 


A MANCHESTER 
CANDIDATE. 

CO-OPERATORS  TO  FIGHT  MOSS 
SIDE  DIVISION. 

As  mentioned  iu  our  last  week’s  issue,  the 
Manchester  District  Co-operative  Party  in- 
tend to  contest  the  Moss  Side  Division  of 
Manchester  at  the  General  Election,  and  a 
selection  will  lie  made  from  the  following  : — 
Messrs.  T.  AY.  Mercer.  A.  H.  Jones,  and  J. 
M.  Gillians. 

Air.  Alercer,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  pub- 
lishing department  of  the  Co-operative 
Union,  is  an  ardent  educationist,  a popular 
speaker,  aud  a keen  debater.  Before  coining 
to  Manchester  he  was  the  full-time  educa- 
tional secretary  of  the  Plymouth  Society. 
Mr.  Mercer  was  for  several  years  a member 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  N.U.D.A.AV. 
(then  the  A.U.C.E.).  He  has  served  on  the 
National  Council  of  the  AY.E.A.  for  some 
years,  and  at  the  last  General  Election  acted 
as  agent  for  Air.  \V.  T.  Gay  when  that  gentle- 
man opposed  Major  Astor  in  the  Sutton  Divi- 
sion of  Plymouth.  Mr.  Jones  is  a mem- 
ber of  tlie  management  committee  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Society,  and  a member  of  the 
.Midland  Sectional  Board,  which  lie  repre- 
sents on  the  National  Committee  of  the  Co- 
operative Party.  He  is  a forceful  speaker, 
and  has  done  a good  deal  of  platform  work 
for  tlie  Co-operative  Party.  Air.  Gillians 
has  for  some  considerable  time  been  an 
active  Co-operative  Party  advocate  in  the 
North,  where  Ins  presence  on  the  platform 
is  welcomed.  He.  is  the  president  of  the 
Ashington  Industrial  Society  fa  very  active 
and  progressive  society),  and  a member  of 
the  National  Committee  of  the  Co-operntivo 
Party.  Tlie  local  Labour  Party  have  pro- 
mised that  the  Co-operative  candidate  snail 
have  a clear  field,  so  far  as  they  are 
concerned,  as  t'lvey  have  no  intention 
of  putting;  forward  a candidate  for  this  divi- 
sion. Air.  1’.  Anderson  (secretary  of  tho 
Alanchestor  Co-operative  Party)  is  confident 
that  a Co-operative  candidate  will  stand  an 
excellent  chauoe  of  success  in  the  division, 
which  is  included  in  the  Manchester  and 
Salford  Society's  area,  a society  wliioh  has 
given  unfailing  support  to  *tlio  Cc-operativo 
Party.  Results  at  the  recent  municipal 
contests,  when  a Co-operative  candidato 
polled  very  well  after  a short  campaign, 
encourage  the  belief  that  Moss  Side  should 
return  a Co-operative  menilier  of 
Parliament. 


THE  _TRADE  SLUMP. 
EFFECTS  DISCUSSED  AT  WINDH1LL, 


“ Stuff,  my  dear,  stuff.  Tlie  idea  of  a girl 
saying  that  she  must  not  talk.  Tlie  silent 
system,  my  child,  was  not  invented  for  our 
sex'.” 

Stella’s  assumed  cheerfulness,  though  it 
roused  net  the  flicker  of  a smile  upon 
Naomi’s  face,  was,  to  some  extent,  success- 
ful in  imparting  self-control  to  the  girl. 

“ Stella,”  she  said  in  low,  hushed  tones, 
“ can  they  make  me  speak?” 

“ They?  Who  are  ‘they  ’ dear?” 

“ Lawyers,  judges,  magistrates,  coroners, 
and  such  people.” 

Though  her  tones  were  low,  she  spoke 
without  hesitation,  and  with  slow  delibera- 
tion. The  chgnge  in  her  brought  as  muoh 
anxiety  as  relief  to  Stella,  who  said  : — 

“ Of  what  are  you  thinking,  Naoini?” 

“ Of  having  to  go  before  a judge  and  jury, 
or  before  a coroner.  There  "ill  be  an 
inquest,  won’t  there?” 

“ 1 suppose  there  will.” 

“ D.p  you  tliink  they  will  jvant  fo  make,  me 
speak  ?” 

“ How  should  I know?”  snapped  Stella, 
irritable  from  sheer  helplessness  . and 
anxiety. 

“ But  they  can’t  make  me  speak,”  went 
on  Naomi  in  the  same  slow  and  deliberate 
monotone.  “They  can  send  me  to  prison, 
but  they  can’t  make  me  speak.” 

“ Oh,  my  dear,”  ejaculated  the  other. 

1 Don’t,  don’t,  for  goodness’  sake,  say  such 
tilings.” 

“ Why  not?”  returned  Naomi  quietly  and 
wistfully.  “ I often  read  newspapers,  and 
I know  that  a judge,  or  a coroner,  or  a 
magistrate  will  always  tell  a witness  that  lie 
or  -he  is  not  bound  to  say  anything  self- 
incriminating.  So  I’ll  just  say  what  I like, 
and  no  more.” 


Curiously  enough,  the  condition  of  the  two 
girls  seemed  to  have  changed.  Stella  was 
fast  losing  her  nerve,  while  Naomi  was  abso- 
lutely passionless.  The  former  suddenly 
felt  as  if  she  wens  being  enveloped  with  all 
the  terrors  of  legal  procedure,  of  trinls,  of 
pleadings,  of  witnessing,  of  courts,  of  ver- 
dicts, and  of  sentences.  In  a burst  of  agi- 
tation she  ciied  out:  — 
i “It’s  horrible!  hateful!  dreadful!  I will 
not  let  you  destroy  yourself.  You  are 
capable  of  anything.  But  the  truth  shall 
prevail,  I -swear.  If  justice  is  to  be  done  it 
shall  be  real  justice.  I will  have  no  martyr- 
dom! It  shall  not  be!  It  shall  not  be!” 

But  StelhLs  vehement  declaration  was 
stopped  by  -Naomi,  who  was  now  standing 
before  her  cousin  with  white  face  and 
strangely  glittering  eyes. 

Her  right  -hand  was  raised,  and  her  fore- 
finger was.  pointing  upwards,  as  if  she  were 
calling  upyn  heaven  to  register  her  oath. 

••  You  can,  and  shall,  know  tlie  truth 
onlv  from  my  lips.  I swear  that  1 will  make 
it  known  only  when  and  where  I will.” 


[TO  BE  CONTIXTED.]. 


The  quarterly  conference  of  delegates 
frem  the  societies  in  the  Airedale  District 
Association  was  held  in  the  Co-uperat i oe 
Hall.  Shipley,  at  tlie  invitation  of  tlie 
Windhill  Industrial  Society,  on  February 
26th.  Air.  S.  Lancaster  (president)  occu- 
pied the  chair. 

Air.  N.  J.  Aterton  ( secretary  to  the 
society)  gave  a very  comprehensive  review 
of  the  present  position  of  a number  of 
typical  societies,  showing  tlie  effects  of  tlie 
trade  slump  and  falling  prices  on  the  turn- 
over of  the  various  departments.  He  .said 
it  was  difficult  to  reduce  expenses  in  the 
proportion  that  sales  had  decreased,  there- 
fore it  behoved  officials  and  committees  to 
look  carefully  round  and  see  if  it  wore 
possible  to  find  a way  to  increase  s-.les  in  the 
various  departments  to  those  who  already 
traded  witli  the  societies. 

Tlie  paper  was  attentively  listened  to  by  a 
large  gathering  of  delegates,  and  the 
reader  was  heartily  thanked  on  the  motion 
of  Air.  F.  Deiunnn  (CWV.S.),  seconded  by 
Air.  Illingworth  (Birkendfiaw). 

It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  confcumco 
at  Birkenshaw, 


THE  IDEAL  STATE. 

WHEREiPRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  HAS 
FAILED. 

“The  Co-operative  Alovement  ” formed 
the  subject  of  a debate  ojiened  by  .Mr.  A. 
Besso  at  a meeting  of  tlie  .Manchester 
Athenaeum  Debating  Society,  held  on  Mon- 
day, February  27th.  Air.  W.  BoardLy 
presided.  Speaking  to  a resolution  “ liiat 
tlie  co-operative  movement  provide » a desir- 
able alternative  to  the  Capitalist  System  of 
Industry  aud  a means  of  progress  towanw 
the  Ideal  State,”  Mr.  Besso  said  lie  attri- 
buted the  movement’s  success  m a giv.it 
meosure  to  the  idea  of  dividends  on  pur- 
chase* which  enabled  new  members  to  join 
on  equal  terms.  Emphasing  th  • difference 
between  a co-operative  society  ard  a jomt- 
stock  company,  lie  said  the  former  wan 
engaged  on  diffusing  prosperity,  whilst  the 
latter  nought  to  confine  it  -to  the  select  tew 
“The  true  fnnetion  of  industry,”  continued 
the  speaker,  **  is  to  satisfy  tho -reasonable 
wants  of  mankind.”  but  private  cnteriffi.se 
liad  never  accomplished  this.  The  co-ojitra- 
tive  inovenjent  was  an  attempt  to  correlate 
supply  and  demand,  thereby  giving  security 
of  einplovment.  which  was  the  first  essential 
towards  the  development  of  the  individual. 
“The  object  of  the  movement.  ’ said  the 
speaker.  “ is  not  to  make  a superior  type  of 
grocer,  but  to  raise  a class  of  men  •apable  of 
controlling  their  own  means  of  support.” 

A brisk  discuss ioq  followed. 
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LET  US  TAKE  HOLD. 

Last  week  we  suggested  that  more  advantage  should 
be  taken,  by  co-operative  organisations,  of  the  many 
opportunities  available  of  placing  co-operative  produc- 
tions before  the  eye  of  the  public.  The  means  we  sug- 
gested— having  recourse  to  the  public  exhibitions  at 
which  it  w;as  open  to  co-operative  societies  to  make 
displays — would  serve  a useful  purpose  and  would  make 
a powerful  appeal  to  all  our  friends  who  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  such  exhibitions. 

We  want  to  go  further,  however,  and  plead  for 
another  experiment  like  the  All-Co-operative  Week 
organised  a few  years  ago.  Whoever  began  the  late 
war  has  a good  deal  to  answer  for  ; but  we  co-operators 
have  a particular  grievance  against  the  culprit.  The 
movement  was  going  on  nicely.  Enthusiasm  had  been 
growing  year  by  year,  and  we  were  striking  out  in  lfiany 
hew  directions.  Our  activities  were  brought  to  an  end 
by  control  of  railways,  control  of  ships,  control  of  food, 
rationing  of  supplies,  calliug-up  of  men  and  mobilisation 
of  women  for  work — to  say  nothing  of  the  prohibitive 
cost  of  many  articles  which  prevented  us  from  making 
our  appeals  to  the  public.  Costs  are  still  high  ; but 
we  are  more  or  less  free  to  go  ajiead  in  our  own  way 
and  we  ought  to  go. 

We  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  need  for  greater  con- 
centration. upon  co-operative  interests.  The  letters 
which  have  been  appearing  in  our  columns  during  recent 
weeks — and  continued  to-day — show  that  co-operators 
are  concerned  about  many  tilings,  and  particularly  about 
keeping  and  increasing  the  trade  of  the  movement. 
There  must  be  a push  somewhere.  The  balance  sheet 
for  the  S.C.W.vS.,  for  the  last  six  months  of  last  year, 
is  before  us.  As  reader^  learned  last  week,  it  shows  a 
drop.of  nearly  two,  millions  in  tjhe  turnover  when  com- 
: pared -with  life  Corresponding ' period  of  1920  ; and  the 
whole.  £ear  .shows  a drop  of  seven-and-three-quarter 
millions!  There  is  a trade  loss  of  approximately 
£15,000.  The  C.W.S.  balance  sheet  is  not  yet  pub- 
lished, but  we  remember  that  the  first  half  of  1921 
showed  a decrease  of  £8,884,292  and  a loss  of  three- 
and-a-quarter  millions ; the  second  half  will  show 
another  big  decrease  in  the  turnover,  and  another  trading 
loss'  on  the  second  half-year.  That  will  not  surprise 
anybody.  It  was  stated  quite  freely  in  September  last 
that  there  would  be  another  loss,  and,  indeed,  a loss  was 
inevitable  unless  stocks  were  to  be  maintained  at  values 
that  bore  no.  relation  to  the  actual  prices  they  could 
bring. 

Well,  these. losses  are  here.  I'actories  are  idle  or  on 
short  time.  They  could  be  kept  going.  Co-operators 
have  to  be  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  they  can  be  sup- 
plied with  co-operative  productions  which  will  be  better 
value  than  anything  they  can  get  elsewhere.  Some  who 
know  all  that  already  cannot  get  the  supplies'  they  wapt, 
because  their  stores  do  not  stock  the  goods.  Even  when 
they  order  C.W.S.  productions,  or  S. C.W.S.  productions, 
other  goods  are  sent.  This  should  be  remedied  promptly. 

The  societies,  we  believe.,  are  sound  enough  in  their 
loyalty  to  co-operative  productions,  but  either  their 
salesmanship  or  the  knowledge  of  the  members  is 
defective.  Just  as  we  have  contended,  time  after  time, 
that  people  remain  outside  the  co-operative  movement 
because  they  do  not  understand  what  the  movement 
stands  for,  so  we  may  argue,  too,  that  people  neglect 
co-operative  productions  and  stores  neglect  them 
because  they  do  not  understand  their  value,  or  do  not 
understand  what  increased  co-operative  production 
means  to  the  whole  mass  of  the  people. 

We  commend  the  suggestion  that  another  All-Co- 
operative Week  should  be  organised.  To  begin  with, 
the  whole  week  should  be  devoted  to  a'  rousing  propa- 
gandist campaign  in  which  public  co-operative  demon- 
strations would  be  held  indoors  in  almost  every  town. 
Bands  of  zealous  workers  might  carry  the  campaign 
to  the  highways  and  byways,  and  hold  public  meetings 
in  the  market-places  and  in  all  the  open  spaces  where 
outdoor  speech-making  is  allowed.  Our  trade  unionist 
friends  might  be  asked  to  join  in  a campaign  of  this 
kind  so  that  the  whole  machinery  of  the  working  classes 
might  be  mobilised  for  the  pc£asion.  So  far  as  our  dis- 
tributive societies  are  concerned , they  should  devote 
themselves  to  a whole-hearted  publicity  campaign  on 
behalf  of  co-operation  ; but  they  .should  aiso  make 
ah  extraordinary  ^ffort- to  push  co-operative  productions. 

Nothing  but  cooperatively-produced  goodA 'should  be 
shown  in  the  shop  windows  or  in  the  shops  during  that 
week.  Special  inducements  might  be  offered  the  em- 
ployees to  secure  the  most  attractive  window  displays ; 
and  societies  might  even  offer  prizes  to  the  staff  of 
the  branch  store  which  made  the  best  window  show, 


restricted,  of  course,  to  co-operative  goods.  The 
guilds  and  all  the  publicity  agencies  of  the  movement 
might  be  called  into  service  for  the  All-Co-operative 
Week.  There  would  be.  in  short,  a week  in  which  the 
available  co-operative  energy  in  every  town  and  village 
throughout  Great  Britain  would  be  devoted  to  preach- 
ing the  co-operative  message,  explaining  what  co- 
operation is,  what  it  has  done,  what  it  can  do,  how  it 
differs  from  every  other  movement  ; and  co-operative 
goods  could  be  brought  before  the  notice  of  almost 
every  family  in  the  country,  and  the  members,  em- 
ployees, and  committees  of  societies  involved  in  one  great 
push  to  multiply  members  and  increase  sales  from 
societies  and  output  from  factories. 

Such  a campaign  need  not  take  long  to  organise. 
It  simply  means  that  those  in  charge  of  societies  and 
other  co-operative  organisations  will  be  asked  to  wake 
up.  There  would  be  a trumpet  call  to  the  whole  nation 
and  the  rally  would  leave  behind  an  organised  body  ol 
propagandists  which  would  keep  the  effort  alive  after 
the  first  initial  benefits  had  been  secured.  The  nation 
is  far  from  being  in  its  normal  state.  We  still  have 
our  unemployed.  We  are  face  to  face  with  the  new 
menace  of  the  engineering  and  shipyard  trouble ; 
and  it  is  up  to  the  movement  to  lose  no  time  in  bringing 
the  populace  to  its  side. 


LADIES,  WOMEN,  AND 
CITIZENS. 

A woman  may  now  sit  in  either  of  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  on  fulfilling  the  necessary  conditions. 
The  condition  essential  to  her  sitting  in  the  Commons 
is  that  she  must  be  elected.  The  condition  essential 
to  her  sitting  in  the  House  of  Lords  is  that  she  must 
be  a “ lady  ” in  the  legal  sense  and  in  her  own  right. 

It  was  not  till  1918  that  women  were  legally  held 
to  be  capable  of  voting  in  Parliamentary  elections. 
Even  yet  they  are  not  supposed  to  have  cut  their 
political  wisdom  teeth  till  they  reach  the  age  of  thirty, - 
and  they  must  not  vote  till  then.  The  general  election 
of  1918  resulted  in  one  woman  winning  her  way  to 
the  House  of  Commons ; sinc&t  len,  two’  mo  e women 
have  been  fleeted;  but  they  7 a /e  been  elected  more 
out  of  compliment  to  their  husbands  whe  m they  suc- 
ceeded. It  was  not  till  Thursday  of  last  week  that  the 
Privileges  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  decided 
that  a peeress  in  her  own  right  is  entitled  to  take  her 
seat  in  the  Upper  Chamber  which  hencefcrtb,  we 
presume,  must  be  known  as  the  House  of  Lords  and 
Ladies  till  some  democratic  axe  is  brought  into  play 
-to  mend  it  pr  end  it.  1 

During  the  war  there  were  several  occasions  upon 
which  the  Upper  Chamber  showed  a truer  democratic 
bent  than  the  elected  House.  It  is  true  that  such 
occasions  were  exceptional ; but  it  is  an  interesting 
irony  that  the  hereditary  assembly  should  be  the  first 
to  have  a substantial  women’s  party  ; for  the  Rhondda 
decision  qualifies  not  only  Lady  Rhondda  but  about 
twenty-two  peeresses  in  all.  From  this  party  we  have 
not  much  to  expect  in  the  direction  of  social  progress. 
Most  of  them  will  simply  add  to  the  garrison  defendin' 
the  privileges  of  aristocracy — except  those  who  are 
the  daughters  of  ennobled  merchant  princes  and  cap- 
tains of  industry,  whose  sympathies  will  chiefly  be 
with  capitalism  in  one  form  or  another.  We  do  expect, 
however,  that  the  human  strain  in  the  peeress  will  not 
differ  much  from  that  in  the  elected  woman  legislator ; 
and  that,  at  least,  should  be  a mellowing  influence. 

The  greatest  gain  to  be  expected  from  Lady 
Rhondda’s  success  ought  to  be  reflected  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  No  peeress  is  to  be  debarred  from  sitting 
in  the  Upper  House  on  the  ground  that  she  is  under 
thirty  years  of  age  ; and  if  a legal  “ lady,”  who  has  not 
reached  her  thirtieth  year,  can  be  presumed  to  have 
sufficient  intelligence  to  warrant  her  being  installed 
as  a legislator,  there  is  no  reason  why  scores  of  thousands 
of  real  ladies  should  be  debarred  from  voting  until  that 
age — a period  which  must  strike  many  of  them  as 
veritable  old  age. 

It  may  happen,  then,  that  the  recognition  of  the 
rights  of  the  lady  may  force  on  the  recognition  of  the 
rights  of  the  woman.  We  reach  our  goal  by  strange 
routes  at  times  ; and  before  old  age  seizes  too  many 
of  us  we  may  find  all  sex  disqualifications  removed  .and 
women  recognised  at  last  as  citizens  of  equal  status 
with  men  who  have  brought  the  nation  to  its  present 
stage. 


THE  COALITION  IN  EXTREMIS. 

The  Prime  Minister  who  threatened  resignation' last 
week  appears  to  have  agreed  to  defer  his  resignation 
for  the  present ; but  is  going  for  a holiday  to  recruit 
his  ' health.  It  is  remarkable  how  often  a politician, 
who  .contemplates  resignation,  discovers  that  his  health 
is  "not  what  it  should1  be.  In  Mr.  Lloyd  George's  case, 
we'hTe  not  surprised  that  fatigvfe  should  have  overtaken 
hijp!  We  sa  d three  or  four  years  ago — even  prior  t9 
theujgeneral  < Wctiofc— that  he  /needed  a rest!  We  arc 
sorry  he  did  1 ot'get  dne.  It  AVould  haW  sav’ed  tfls  many 
serfops  comp  ications.  ,f 

'[‘lie  Prime  Minister’s  resignation  may  come  one  or 
these  days,  and  Mr.  Balfour  may  keep  the  Government 
together  till  dissolution  comes.  When  it  does  come, 
soon  or  late,  co-operators  should  be  ready  to  mjw 
every  candidate  for  Parliament  toe  the  line. 
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NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

We  must!  confess  that  we  do  not  like  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding the  resignation  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  The  late 
occupant  was  appointed  less  than  a year  ago  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  appointment  of  Lord  Reading  to  be  Viceroy  of 
India.  His  appointment  caused  considerable  surprise.  He  was 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  and  he  was  almost  due  for  retirement. 
Sir  Gordon  Hcwart  was  generally  regarded  as  the  man  for  the 
post.  He  was  also  credited  with  claiming  the  post  almost  as 
his  right.  But  he  was  too  useful  to  the  party  in  power.  Except 
Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  .there  was  no  member  of  the  Cabinet 
so  useful  to  the  Prime  Minister  in  debating  power.  The  Ministry, 
it  almost  seemed,  depended  on  his  remaining  a member  of  Par- 
liament, and  when  Sir  Alfred  Lawrence  was  appointed  it  was 
shrewdly  guessed  at  the  time  that  he  was  more  or  less  of  a stop- 
gap to  carry  things  on  till  the  Government  could  safely  allow 
Sir  Gordon  Hcwart  to  go.  The  events  of  the  past  week  make 
it  clear  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  quite  reconciled  to  giving  up 
his  seals,  and  so  lie  can  spare  Sir  Gordon  Hewart  for  the  bench. 
We  have  often  urged  that  judicial  posts  should  be  filled  without 
rcgaitl  to  the  politics  of  the  best  men  available.  If  Sir  Gordon 
Hewart’s  legal  qualifications  made  him  the  best  candidate  for 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice’s  seat,  the  bench  ought  not  to  have  been 
deprived  of  his  services  for  a year;  for  tlie  claims  of  justice 
transcend  the  interests  of  the  party  in  power. 

The  City  Equitable  Fire  Insurance  Co.’s  disaster  has  culmi- 
nated in  a hue  and  cry  for  the  missing  chairman  who  is  being 
hunted  for  in  Italy  and  Greece.  The  full  extent  of  the  crash 


brought  about  by  tliis  company’s  failure  cannot  be  kndwn  till 
the  Official  Receiver's  reports  completed  ; but  it  has  already 
been  announced  by  him  that  the  balance  sheet  issued  last  year 
did  not  represent  the,  stale  of  the  company's  affairs.  This 
week  has  brought  the  announcement  of  the  crash  of  the  Direct 
Fish  Supplies  Ltd.  The  company  made  u big  commotion  when 
it  set  out  in  1919  to  revolutionise  the  fish  trade.  Householders 
were  invited  to  apply  for  shares  so  that  they  might  have  “ a 
co-operative  interest  in  the  company  ” ; but  the  concern  was 
simply  a capitalist  enterprise  on  what  was  intended  to  be  a 
grandiose  scale.  Its  nominal  capital  was  £2,000,000  ; but  the 
total  subscribed  was  only  £600,700.  Unhappily,  a good  many 
thrifty  householders  were  lured  into  investing  by  the  attractive- 
ness of  the  company’s  advertisements  and  prospectus.  It  is 
said  that  there  were  over  6,000  subscribers,  and  of  these  2,500 
are  believed  to  have  been  women.  Like  the  City  Equitable 
Fire  Insurance  Co.,  which  has  brought  down  other  concerns 
with  it,  the  Direct  Fish  Supply  had  some  clever  business  men 
connected  with  it ; but  that  did  not  save  either  concern  from 
disaster.  When  the' Direct  Fish  Supplies  Ltd.  was  floated  we 
warned  co-operators  against  it ; and  we  hope  no  member  of 
our  movement  ventured  money  in  it. 

Ip  statistics  were  available,  they  would  probably  show  that 
in  most  co-operative  societies  the  housewife  is  now  paying  more 
for  her  bread.  Committees  and  officials  say,  of  course,  that 
the  cost  of  flour  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  another 
penny  on  the  “ foiu-pounder  ” was  inevitable  unless  bakery 
departments  had  to  be  run  at  a loss.  Where  societies  were  well 
covered,  for  flour  an  immediate  increase  in  the  price  of  bread 
hardly  seemed  justifiable.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  socie- 


ties themselves  were  averse  from  adding  to  the  cost  of  the  loaf, 
but  by  virtue  of  membership  of  some  trade  organisation  they 
were  practically  forced  to  do  so.  That  is  not  as  it  should  be. 
There  is  some  reason 'fo?  staling  that  before  prices  move  down- 
wards they  will  exhibit  another  upward  tendenev,  aud  the  puzzle 
of  finding  the  culprit  will  be  set  once  more.  Only  in  one  way 
can  co-operators  rid  themselves  of  unnatural  rise  in  prices,  and 
that  is  by  making  themselves  independent  of  the  speculator 
and  the  middleman.  This  they  can  easily  do  if  they  will  only 
become  “whole  co-operators. 

The  report  presented  to  last  year’s  Congress  showed  that  very 
few  societies  were  making  fortunes  out  of  farming.  The  figures 
given  related  to  173  societies,  and  the  aggregate  result  was  as 
follows:  Surplus,  £44',231  ; deficiency,  £81,31g.  It  will  be 
surprising  if  the  report  to  the  Brighton  Congress  is  any  better, 
for,  according  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries] 
“ agriculture  is  going  through  one  of  the  worst 'depressions  ever 
known.”  Balance  sheets  of  co-operative  societies  which  pass 
through  our  hands  tend  to  confirm  that  view.  It  may  be  that 
societies  are  more  generous  in  the  way  of  depreciation  and 
replacement  of  stock  and  implements  than  the  general  run  of 
farmers,  and  that  they  will  reap  the  advantage  in  the  days  to 
come.  What  societies  have  had  to  contend  with  is  clearly 
demonstrated  in  one  report  (Taraworth)  now  before  us.  Between 
the  present  and  previous  valuations  the  average  price  of  wheat 
fell  from  87s.  to  48s.  per  quarter,  whilst  “ the  drop  in  the  price 
of  live  stock  has  been  phenomenal.”  On  the  other  side  of  the 
balance  sheet,  a gradual  rise  in  expenses  of  repairs,  upkeep,  and 
rates  has  been  experienced,  with  the  result  that  the  cost  of 
production  has  remained  liigli. 


LEAVES  FROM  MY  DIARY. 


By  J.  R.  WILMOT. 

MARCH  FIRELIGHT. 


Tuere  are  few  things  more  beautiful  than 
firelight  and  grey  shadows  in  the  gloom. 
They  speak  essentially  of  home  and  warm 
welcome.  But  to  me  the  firelight  is  some- 
thing more  than  a homely  beacon  ; something 
more  than  a comfortable  gloom. 

It  is  more  intimate  than  home,  and  in  the 
dusky  silences  the  firelight  helps  me  to  know 
myself  better ; helps  me  to  live,  if  only  for 
a brief  space,  with  myself  and  reflect  upon 
many  things  that  are  denied  me  ire.  the  daily 
round  of  the  all  too  common  task. 

You  who  know  not  the  firelight ; who  know 
not  the  haunting  stillness  of  the  evening  hour 
alone  with  your  thoughts  and  secret  reflec- 
tions. have  failed  to  realise  one  of  the  winter 
joys  «'1  life. 

^Sometimes  when  the  red  ember’s  glow  and 
the  last  log  fr  om  the  Yuletidc  store  is  crackling 
itself  into  eternity,  I draw  my  chair  closer 
and  weave  the  threads  of  my  thoughts  into 
the  magic  patterns  of  a dream.  The  grotfb- 
like  caverns  in  the  fire  become  faery  places 
where,  elfins  dance  and  sing,'  and  gossamer 
fairies  flit  here  and  there  in  joyous  carnival.  N 
Fairies  and  firelight  in  March  are  inex- 
1 1 icably  bound  together,’  and  I can  never  quite 
understand  why  the  modern  mind  scoffs  and 
jeers  whenever  I speak  of  fairies}.  Surely 
life  itself  is  hard  enough ; it  is  no  flimsy 
phantasy  ploughing  one’s  way  along  the 
heavy  furrows  of  a world  that  has  never  yet 
adequately  understood  Jtho  conception  of 
genuine  sympathy.  Is  it  then  a criminal 
offence  for  the  human'  mind  to  dream  dreams 
and  see  visions  of  light  and  airy  things  in 
the  firelight  just  because  they  chance  to  be 
fantastic  enough  to  be  unreasonable '! 

I cannot  believe  that  it  is,  for  dreaming 
by  the  fire  not  only  stimulates  but  soothes  my 
mind  and  my  imagination. 

But  it  does  more  than  this. 

In  the  warm  glow  of  the  motherly  gloom 
tlie  phantoms  of  the  past  are  marshalled 
before  me  upon  the  broad  plain  of  memory. 
The  firelight  helps  me  to  see  them  in  the 
rignlficance  of  their  true  perspective.  The 
llfejl  shadows  are  longest  behind  those  whose 
cdrillly  contact  hafe'  been' more  remote.  They 
aie  the  Shades  of  the  Ages ; they  are  my 
friends  of  more  youthful  years  when  I scarce 
had  any  tine  conception  of  life  at  all.  Some- 
times I talk  with  them  and  we  live  again  in 
the  land  of  juvenile  Elysium. 

, We  are  very  good  friends,  my  memories 
and  I. 

But  the  days  arc  already  lengthening  and 
soon  there  will  be  no  firelight  in  my,  room.. 

is  then  that  I pray  fp^jtfie  long  daj-'k  nights : 
"hen  the  wind  plays  eerie  music  under  the 
eaves  and  I can  sit  in;  the,  gloom  and-  dream., , 
I will  miss  my  fivehglit  sppn,  jyjienthOjSpringr, 
has  brought  its  grocq  gl^v  to  tip, earth  and.; 
the  buds  op  the,  flpp-eju.^hab  :gro\y,, beneath  , 
,ny  window  will  be  bursting  into  the.  magic, r 
i flf  coloured  life.  , ....  r_..  ' 

®ut  some  day  I will  sit  in  th£  gloom  again. 
My  army  of  memories  will  have  grown  larger 
and  larger.  It  will  only  be  with  difficulty 
* at  I remember,., their  .countenances.  Time 


takes  the  razor-edge  from  a man’s  memory 
and  leaves  his  thoughts  blunt  and  impotent. 

And  when  my  red  embers  have  grown  grey 
and  behind  me  on  the  wall  the  shadows 
lengthen,  I shall  still  be  there  in  the  firelight 
even  though  I,  too,  have  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  noble  company  of  Memories. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

According  to  the  “ Daily  Mail  ” the  result 
of  the  L.C.C.  election  was  “ A warning  to 
the  wasters  which  shows  that  Sir  O.  Younger 
is  right.”  I observe  that  the  election  left 
the  number  of  Labour  members  unchanged. 

Mr.  Bob  Smu.lie  is  to  appenr^in  a new 
role.  He  is  to  be  the  Labour  candidate  for 


THE  RIDE  OF  TERROR. 


Vested  Interests:  “Throw  something  to  those  wolves  or  they’ll  have 
my  child.” 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


^bR-  W.  Evans  (president  of  tli-a  Burton- 
on- Trent  Society)  recently  stated  that  on 
five  articles  sold  in  the  grocery  department 
taxation  to  the  amount  of  £40.000  was  paid 
m a year. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee recently,  amongst  the  matteis  dealt 
with  were  the  appointment  of  public  audi- 
tors, the  question  of  the  inclusion  of  a com- 
pensation clause  in  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land Bill,  proposed  representation  of  the 
British  co-operative  movement  at  the  inter- 
.national  conference  at  Genoa,  the  New  Zea- 
land meat  pool,  and  questions  under  the 
Railway  Act. 

A resolution  was  adopted  at  tlie  annual 
meeting  cf  the  Do-operative  Copartnership 
Propaganda  Committee,  to  tlie  effect  “ That 
thus  inciting,  representing  the  educational 
activities  of  seventy-four  copartnership 
prod  no  t i £*0  §coietk1s-,  protests  against  any 
Iowci:ing)#f  .the  present  standard  of  eduea’-' 
tion  .or.^njj.^saiwng,  o£,  the  oppqrt unities , 
now  , given  ;tp  our  dnldVen.  ’ TJi*  resolu- 
tion also- yb'lhnnded'B'tHo'hfext  step  towards 
our  Aecqnilrig  tin  oducaeed'  iiatidn.'the'  curry- 
ing out  in-full  of  the  E&Kxqiorr  Act -qf  1918; 

#en®P.  ; WWhrfM-.IW- 

An  energetic  protest  against  any  attempt 
to  cut  down  educational  expenditure  was 
voiced  at  a national  demonstration  , under 
the  auspices  of  the  W.E.A.  in  London,  on 
Saturday.  Tie  speakers  ut-duded  '.  the' 


Bishop  of  Manchester  (Dr.  W.  Temple), 
Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  M.P.,  Lord  Henrv 
Cavendish-Bentinck,  M.P.,  Mies  Margaret 
Bondfield,  J.P.,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Mactavish 
(secretary  of  the  W.E.A.). 

In  answer  to  Commander  Bellairs  Dr 
Macnoinura  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Thursday  last  week  that  the  numb-r  of 
copartnership  schemes  new  in  existence 
according  to  the  latest  information  is  234 
including  three  schemes  suspended  but  not 
abandoned.  It  .should  be  observed,  however 
that  the  latest  general  inquiry  made  by  the 
department  on  this  subject  was  undertaken 
in  the  summer  of  1921,  apd  that  notification 
or  new  schemes  or  of  the  suspension  or  dis» 
baiidment  of,  old  ei-hemes  was  not  comu.nl- 
s°ry.  The  figure  given,  therefore,  may  he 
subject  to  revision  when  later  information  is 
available. 

The  Manchester  District  C’o-operative 
Party  have  decided  to  put  forward  a candi- 
date tor  tlio'Moss  Side  Division  at  the 
General  Election.  A selection  will  be  made 
at  nn  early  ;date  from  the  following  gentle- 
men : —Mr.  T.  ^V.  Mercer  (head  of  the  pub- 
lishing department  of  the  Co-operative 
UnionlJ'Mh  A.  H.  Jones  (Shrewsbury),  who 
is  a member  of  the  Central  Board  and  the 
National  Committee  of  the  Co-operative 
Party,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Gillians  (president  of 
the  Ashington  Industrial  Society  and  a mem- 
ber of  me  National  Committee  of  the 
■Co-opa-ative  Party). 


the  Lord  Rectorship  of  Glasgow  University, 
the  roiy  candidate  is  Lord  Birkenhead  it 
one  time  I would  have  said  the  cliane-s  aero 
all  against  Bab;  but  Glasgow  Univcisily 
students  have  a wonderful  disregard  for  tire 
sanctity  of  precedent. 

I have  read  with  deep  regret  of  tlie  death 
of  Dr.  James  Erskine,  of  Glasgow,  a uuud 
old  co-operator  and  fer  many  yeiir,  a I abour 
member  of  the  City  C'  um-jl.  It  must  be 
about  fourteen  years  ago  since  tlie  “ Xeti  , ' 
interviewed  him  with  regard  to  a sclmno  for 
a Ministry  of  Health.  His  scheme  has 
partly  hoc,  realised  ; but  it  wont  so  far  as 
to  nationalise  the  medical  profession  -by 
malting  erery  doctor  a civil  servant. 

A'uoko  the  candidates  at  the  London 
bounty  Council  elections  best  known 
operators  were  Miss  Margaret  .Macmillan. 
Mrs.  C.  S.  Ganley  (who  was  on  the  mu, 
nnttee  of  the  West  London  Society),  the 
Ilcv.  Dr.  Scott  Lidgett,  and  the  lie, 
Stewart  Headlum  (both  of  whom  have 
■ spoken  at  Southern  Sectional  CWcreut  m) 
Ml.  Harry  Snell,  and  Mr.  G.  Dew.  Mr’ 
Dew  was  one  of  the  lending  trade  unionist,; 
win,  formed  fte  subject  of  a series  „r 
vieivs  in  the  “ Co-operative  Mens",  in  tlie 
early  months  of  the  twentieth  , ■ unv. 

Some  striking  messages  from  well-known 
leaders  were  mad  at  the  W.E..1.  deimuirtra- 
tion  in  Loudon,  on  .Saturday.  Dr.  .Marion 
Phillips,  chief  woman  officer  of  the  Labour 
Party,  wrote:  “ The  pietlM'e  of  tlie  Guido.. 
Committee  dealing  with  education  is  that  of 
savages  running  amuck  with  dangerous 
weapons^  Mr.  YWOri.e  Hewlett,  in  I, jo- 
letter,  stated:  “A  lady,  travelling  m Den- 
mark was  helped  in  a carriage’ accident  by  it 
farm  lad  who  spoke  good  French  and 
German,,  and  undei  stor.  J,  although  he  could 
not  speak  English':  When  La  was  told  that 
we  could  not  find  sudh  boys  in  England,  he 
said  : ‘ No,  everybody  knows  that  the  EnghVh 
are  badly  educated.’  ” Mr.  Hewlett  added: 

“ We  cannot  afford  that  reputation.'’ 

Mr.  J.  J,  Dent,  C.M.G.,  is  haring  quite 
a lively  time  with  the  executive  ami  com- 
mittee of  the^Working  Men’s  Clubs  and 
Institutes  Unkai.  For  sixty  3'ears  the  Union 
lias  been  popularising  clubs  as  a democratic 
substitute  for  “pubs.,”  providing  thy  co- 
operative supply  of  refreshments  Jji  members 
free  from  individual  profit-making.  'Dip 
Union  some  time  ago  purchased  Luiiglnnd 
Bay  Hotel,  near  Mumbles,  for  a.  (Amvales- 
y«nt  Hcme.^  The  JmtqJ  had  a liquor  licence 
ancf  tlie  executive*"'  decided  keep  tile 
licence  ftliv'e.  Mr.  Dent,'  who  is  president 
of  the  Union.,  was  opposed  to  ibis  policy  as 
the  maintenance  of  n licensed  establishment 
to  wliic-h  everybody  had  access  was  outwith 
the  scope  cf  the  Union,  whose  trading  j.vwcrs 
ate  restricted  “to  the  sale  of  such  articles 
•as  mny  assist  in  the  development  of  clubs. P 
The  entire  executive  are  arrayed  against 
him,  and  they  have  considerable  power  with 
the  members  throughout  the  country.  At 
a meeting  in  Manchester,  a few*  dajs  ago' 
Mr.  Dent  was  able,  neverthele:-*.  to  carry 
the  members  with  him  by  an  overwhelming 
majority. 

Out  and  about, 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

“l  ‘TK-'VIffltSh'W  KV«S  "»> 

."  noma-dc-plumo  or  inuiais,  no  acute 

Soo.cs  ud  .ddnsse.  u ol  2™1 ^ bo  con- 

conditions  or  cases  requiring  l _ ^_nt_,ra(ive  News," 
sidered.  Address,  " The  Doctor,  Cooperative  « 

Long  Mill  gale,  Manchester.  1 • 

“ Duty.” — I presume  you  mean  “ Lydro- 
Cele  ” — not  “ hydjroli-ce  ” — winch  is  opt^.to 
rncur  after  operation.  Bettor  eunsu  t 
fcurgeon  a ga in . Another  operation  may  be 
necessary. 

Recurrent  Dislocation  ok  S«.dJI £- 
This  is  an  unfortunate  accident,  to  W ” 
curring;  but  the  only  prevention  » by  tak- 
ing extra  cure  at  /our  work  jgl'M ‘gjjg 

K)f  the  joint  are  cow  so  weak  that  it  coinc* 
out  with  the  slightest  extra  strain. 
iug  with  will  wnter  may  lielp  ;is  .1  I'lilii  ibnK. 

“ Fairy  D«»n.”-S>iv1i  a .symptom  is 
fairly  natural  in  one  in  yonr  ui  r umstaines, 
and  in  moderation  does  no  partieular  hai  . 
Continue  your  physleal  eult'ire  . practices  , 
steer  clear  of  constipation;  but  don  t worn 
about  taking  either  ol  the  drugs  >ou . icier 
to;  and  above  all  do  not  worry  about  tbs 
symptom  itself. 

“ Punch.” — You  probably  suffer  from 
amends  — poorness  of  bteod— w.uell  llmltes 
your  feet  perspire  and  soon  go  cold  U|am 
Lving  the  mill  and  standing  talking  fc-r  a 
time  with  someone  outside.  Ton  me  olso 
rather  nervous— hence,  tile  orainfi  you  suffel 
from  Try  a course  of  Blaud  s I ills.  Many 
thanks  for  your  opinion  cf .our  replies  as 
“frank  and  straiglifcfonvard.  ’ 

A Dki’h Essen  Feeijno  («•  P.  M.  S.”).— 
In  asking  me  for  the  chuse  and  cure  of  the 
depressed  feeling  wlndh  W say jMtaea 1 ever 
vou  every  few  weeks  an<l  la-ste  about  a "eek- 
Von  ara  giving  me  a “ job."  It  could  only  be 
‘after  a detailed  knowledge  ol  all  your  symp- 
toms and  your  history  that  vour  question 
could  bo  answered;  and  unless  one  knous 
the  cause,  how  can  oue  prescribe  the  cure. 
You  are  probably  you  own  best  doctor. 

4 Vamoose  Veins  <“  Varicose  " Highbuir, 

N There  is  no  lotion  which  will  take 

these  away.  They  .are  due  to  enlargement 
of  the  veins,  mid  will  never  go  hack  to  their 
original  oonditioin.  The  best  treatment,  in 
your  case,  is  to  wear  an  elastio  bandage, 
and  to  give  tbe  legs  as  much  rest  as  possible. 
Standing  much,  and  washing  is  bail  for 
them,  and  the  danger  is  that  they  may  burst 
mid  bleed.  They  are  serious  things  at  hltv- 
iiiiie  years  cf  age,  and  you  should  see  the 
footer  about  them. 

Post  Influenzal  Neurasthenia  ("A.  B 
C Your  case  is  typical,  and  many  such 
Will  till  ere  be  ar>  the  “aftermath”  of  the 
present  epidemic.  Tedious  indeed  will  be 
tlieir  recovery,  which  only  time  and  patience 
can  effect,  os  they  oan  in  yours ; and  into 
the  minute  details  of  treatment  it  is  im- 
possible tp  go,  through  this  column.  \ou  had 
best  put  yourself  muter  the  core  of  your  own 
doctor  panel  doctor  if  you  have  one.  As  a 
good  general  nerve  tonic  a ariurae  of  quinine 
tablets,  one  grain  three  times  a day  will 
help  you;  and  give  up  smoking  altogether. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 


[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Nasal  Catarrh  in  a Coal  Miner 
(«•  Veritas  Our  replies  are  only  given 
through  this  column,  and  a reply  “ in  next 
week’s  ‘ Oo-operative  News’”  cannot  be 
guaranteed  in  any  particular  case.  My 
“ practice  ” is  considerable,  and  the  editor  s 
space  is  limited.  Youro  is  a troublesome 
and  tedious  “ case,”  and  if  you  have  a panel 
doctor  convenient  I tliink  y;ou  should  place 
yourself  under  bis  - treatment : or,  even 
Letter,  would  it  be  to  get  local  treatment 
regularly  from  a good  nose  and  throat 
specialist  at  vour  'local  hospital.  It  is  net 
easy  for  “douching  ” to  be  (lone  effectively 
without  some  skilled  assistance — such  asji 
nurse,  or  assistant ; and  it  is  worth  wnne 
making  a special  effort  to  get  rid  of  the 
condition  scon  instead  of  “ pottering  with 
it  as  is  usually  d-cne.  In  the  absence  Gt 
such  treatment  you  will  find  compound 
glycerine  of  thymol,  B.P.C.,  used  in  a glass 
nasal  irrigator,  will  help  you. 

“Akratd  He  is  Going  to  Die!”  (“Still 
Hopeful  ”). — What  reply  can  1 make  to  the 
delusion  a man  has  had  for  five  years  that 
he  is  “ going  to  die  I-”  It  is  a pity  he  has 
not  got  something  more  to  occupy  Ins  mind 
with— some  work,  ex  even  some  tumble— 
which  will  drive  away  imaginary  ideas  of 
this  kind.  And  what  good  is  likely  to  result 
for  such  a delusion  by  the  patient  going  to 
live  in  a “little  country  village?”  As  if  a 
delusion  could  be  so  got  i id  of!  An  old 
Putin  axiom  is:  “Mutant  caelum, ' non 
jinimom  qui  traos  mare  curruut  ” — “They 
change  llieir  sky,  not  their  mind,  who  cress 
tlie  sen.”  Haw  true  this  is,  and  how  often 
do  patients  “ go  away  ” under  the  expecta- 
tion cf  escaping  the  trouble  which  they  will 
take  witli  tnein ! Little  mere  can  be  done 
in  this  case,  brit  you  may  be  “ Still 
Hopeful.” 

Whooping  Cough  and  Bnnxcum3  in 
Children  ( “ Brevity  ”). — Are  you  sure  it  is 
whooping  cough?  People  often  think  an 
attack  of  bronclm is  is  wliooping  cough.  If 
in  doubt  lot  your  doctor  diagnose  the  case, 
(•h's  no  use  attempting  to  treat  what  isn't 
really  there).  \Y*h  aping  cough,  as  a rule, 
only  occurs  in  epidemics — it  being  rare  for 
one  rase  to  o:V<ur  by  itself.  1 therefore 
liave  my  do-ubts  About  your  case,  or  rases; 
and  you  will  probably  find  that  they  will  im- 
prove under  oriinaiy  bronchitis  treatment, 
such  as  the  following! — Syrup  of  ipee..  2 
drachms ; syrup  of  squills.  2 drachms ; simple 
syrup.  2 drachms : water  to  3 ounces.  One 
tablespoouful  three  or  four  times  a day. 
Thanks  for  your  good  opinion  of  our  Medical 
Replies  as  plain  and  frank. 


WHAT  IS  WRONG? 

Sir— Firms  paying  large  profits  and  prac- 
tically the  same  wages  as  we  pay  continually 
undersell  us.  What  is  wrong?  1 shall  con- 
fine myself  to  one  co-operative  factory  wiucn 
1 know.  It  is  admitted  to  be  one  ot  the 
largest  and  best-equipped  factories  in  the 
world.  It  is  in  the  centre  of  the  industry, 
has  a plant  second  to  none,  and  yet  it  is 
languishing  for  orders.  Life-long  co-opera- 
tors are  leaving  to  work  for  private  firms, 
who  can  profitably  employ  them,  lhe  tact 
that  they  obtain  employment  elsewhere  is 
enough  to  convince  anyone  that  the  trouble 
is  not  with  the  operatives.  Men  who  have 
worked  there  all  their  lives  Teel  their  posi- 
tion very  keenly,  and  they  have  their  faith 
in  co-operative  production  severely  shaken. 
But  what  of  the  movement?  Every  man 
who  leaves  our  service  to  work  outside  is  a 
grievous  loss,  for  apart  from  losing  his  pro- 
duction there  is  the  danger  of  losing  a man. 
The  factory  I refer  to  wants  for  nothing  in 
the  wav  of  capital,  plant,  or  skilful  opera- 
tives. 'AH  it  needs  is  orders.  The  trade  is 
in  a shocking  condition  all  round — everyone 
knows  that;  but  what  is  .agitating  the 
minds  of  co-operators  is,  How  is  it  that  we 
are  unable  to  employ  our  own  people,  while 
private  firms  can  do  so  and  pay  a much 
larger  profit  than  the  C.W.S.?  Men  who 
have  beeu  working  there  but  a few  hours 
per  week  are  n6w  working  normal  hours  in 
other  factories.  We  have  not  to  satisfy 
rapacious  shareholders.  All  we  expect  is  a 
small  margin  over  cost  of  production.  Un- 
less we  can  produce  as  economically  as 
others,  we  shall  never  reach  our  goal,  and 
we  must  face  the  situation  boldly,  diagnose 
the  disease,  and  use  the  surgeon’s  weapon 
to  remove  the  canoer,  whether  the  patient 
squirms  or  not. — Yours  truly, 

Albert  Eld. 

Sir, — In  the  last  isijue  of  the  “ News  ” 1 
observe  a correspondent  signing  himself 
“ Co-operator  ” lnundiing  out  on  the  loyalty 
stunt. 

He  says  he  noticed  quite  recently  “a 
small  society  had  the  whole  of  the  front 
window  of  its  grocery  department  devoted 
to  a display  of  a brand  of  condensed  miik 
produced  outside  the  movement.” 

Seeing  that  tlhe  movement  is  not  a pro- 
ducer of  that  particular  class  of  goods, 
where  could  Condensed  milk  be  produced  for 
such  a display  except  outside  the  move- 
ment? Besides  for  anything  he  may  know 
the  C.W.S.  might  have  been  the  supplier  or 
the  condensed  milk  used  for  this  particular 
display,  and  if  that  were  the  case,  what, 
grounds  has  , “ Co^cperator  ’’  ~ for  his. 
complaint?  ' 

He  also  mentions  Luton  chocolates.  I 
kilow  of  a society -that  was  unable  to  supply 
its  members  with  boxes  of  chocolates  last 
Christmas.  Why?  Because  the  buyer  of 
the  society  in  question  was  nut  loyal?  Oh, 
no!  On*  the  contrary,  it  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  movement  couldn’t  supply  the 
buyer  with  the  goods  he  wanted!  This  is 
another  side  of  the  loyalty  question.  I admit ; 
but,  after  all,  it  is  as  well  to  have  both  sides 
before  passing  judgment.  If  “Co-opera- 
tor’s ” curiosity  prompts  him  to  inquire  why 
the  movement  couldn’t  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  buyer  in  tliis  case,  f would  refer 
him  back  to  the  “ News  ” for  January  22nd, 
wherein  the  directors’  reply  to  complaints 
on  this  score  proves  the  truth  of  my  asser- 
tion, and  tdiows  also  that  it  can  sometimes 
be  the  fault  of  the  O.W.S.  itself  that  goods 
of  its  productive  works  axe  not  obtainable 
in  retail  stores.  It  is  not  always  \ buyer 
who  is  disloyal.  The  movement  itself  Com- 
pels him  to  buy  outside  the  movement  in 
many  instances.  What  is  eveu  less  to  its 
credit,  is  the  movement  supplying  goods 
from  a private  maker,  when  C.W.S.  goods 
are  actually  ordered  Perhaps  “ Oo- 
operator  ” will  kindly  let  us  know  “ who  is 
to  blame  ” in  oases  of  this  kind. — Your®, 
&c.  Operator. 


Old  Servants. 

Sir, — It  is  interesting  to  read  of  the  long* 
service  of  co-operative  officials;  yet  I feel 
sure  there  qre  many  employees  who  have 
been  in  the  ctc-operative  movement  for  a 
good  number  of  years. 

I would  like  to  suggest  that  you  publish 
n list  each  week  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News',”  'commencing  with  employees  with 
fifty  years  and  over,  then  foTty  jeans  to 
fifty,  thirty  to  forty,  and  twenty  to  thirty 
years’  service. — Yotub  sincerely. 

An  Employee. 

[Can,  our  correspondent  send  us  a list  from 
his  society? — Ed.  “ C:N.”] 

District  Committees. 

Sir, — As  secretary  of  a Guilds  Federation 
I am  asked  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
societies  which  have  Distriot  or  Ward  Com- 
mittees in  operation,  either  in  a managerial 
or  advisory  capacity. 

I have  written  the  Co-operative  Union  and 
find  that  statistics  are  not  available. 
Accordingly,  I would  be  pleased  if  you  would 
insert  this  letter  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News,”  in  the  hope  that  auy  Guild  member 
belonging  to  a Society  having  such  com- 
mittees, will  write  me  at  above  address  with 
full  particulars. 

I am  sure  your  readers  will  be  anxious  to 
assist  in  sharing  knowledge  and  experience. 
— Yours  faithfully,  Geo  Hill, 

126.  Foxglove-road,  Shiregrean, 

Sheffield,  February  27th,  1922. 

” The  Only  Way.” 

Sir, — At  a meeting  convened  by  the  Co- 

•T»erative  Party  to  consider  and  discuss 


operative  Party  to  consider 
“ Co-operation  and  Politics,”  it  was  said 
any  person  who  accepted  the  co-operative 
programme,  no  matter  what  they  believed  or 
to  what  party  they  belonged,  would  be  wel- 
comed in  any  co-operative  society.  I beg 
leave  to  say  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  any  person  wishing  to  become  either 
ur.  employee  or  a member  will  undergo  an 
examination  on  co-operative  principles,  and 
they  will  have  to  show  tlieir  convictions  in 
that  way  before  they  are  accepted  into  the 
societies. 

If  co-operators  tried  to  put  tlieir  principles 
into  practice.  I don't  think  they  would  get 
far  before  the  capitalist  Government  put 
the  clutch  on  to  stop  them.  The  only  way 
to  gain  the  power  to  enable  co-operators  to 
put  their  principles  into  practice  is  to  cap- 
ture the  power  in  the  political  machine  by 
having  tlieir  own  representatives  in  Parlia- 
ment. That  is  the  only  road  to  salvation, 
the  only1  road  to  tile  Co-operative  Chmmon- 
wealth,  and  this  can  only  come  through  edu- 
cation.— Yours  sincerely, 

Robert  Horsley. 

14,  Pollard-street,  Nelson,  Lancs. 

To  Relieve  the  Starving. 

Sir, — It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to 
point  out  here  the  terrible  conditions  pre- 
vailing in  the  famine-devastated  areas  in 
Russia  and  other  Eastern  European  coun- 
tries. The  appeal  that  has  been  made  in 
tlie  co-operative  publications  at  different 
periods  should  be  sufficient  to  prompt  co- 
operators  to  respond.  May  I suggest— 

1.  That  collecting  boxes,  with  suitable 
reading  and  pictures  appertaining  to  the 
conditions  prevailing  in  these  countries 
affected  with  famine,  he  supplied  from  the 
departments  most  suitable,  and  placed  on 
the  counters  of  the  different  retail  stores. 

2.  That  famine  committees  be  set  up  from 
the  Women's  and  Men’s  Guilds,  and  check 
all  monies  and  report  to  their  particular 
retail  societies  each  month. 

3.  That  all  monies  collected  from  retail 
societies,  guilds,  factories,  &e.,  be  sent  to 
the  C.W.S. , to  pay  and  provide  suitable 
foodstuffs  as  the  C.W.S.  thinks  is  best  suited 
for  the  occasion. 

This  idea  will  apply  the  co-operative  prin- 
ciple from  a humanitarian  view-point;  it  will 
mean  business  for  the  C.W.S. , which  also 
means  re-employing  those  employees  who 
have  beeu  put  on  short  time  or  have  been 
dismissed  owing  to  the  slump  in  trade;  and, 
most  important  of  all,  it  will  mean  the  sav- 
ing of  live® — in  fact,  the  S.O.S.  answered 
by  the  cooperative  movement.  If  our  five 
million  members  would  give  the  lowest  pos- 
sible. amount,  five  million  pennies  each  week, 
collected  monthly,  should  prove  to  the  world 
that  the  cooperative  movement  at  least  had 
dene  its  bit,  and  would  be  able  to  point  to 
the  many  lives  it  had  saved. — Yours  frater- 
nally, ~ T.  Farrow. 

(Member  of  the  late  Edmonton  Society.) 

The  Advertising  Film. 

Sin, — I recently  saw  one  of  the  C.W.S. 
advertising  films,  and  I must  say  as  a film 
it  was  very  crude,  and  as  an  advertisement 
very  poor. 

It  was  supposed  to  demonstrate  the 
C.W.S.  factories  and  tlieir  production  of 
ladies'  wearing  apparel  ; but  as  every  fac- 
tory appeared  to  be  alike,  it  reminded  one 
very  forcibly  of  the  old  “ rat-swallowing- 
MisoeU:. aeons  ” lantern  slide. 

Surely  the  moveroe'rycan  show  the  public 


REMAIN  ‘TIN  GUARD.” 

MORAL  OF  GEDDES  EDUCATION  A’ 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

WHAT  IS  TRUE  ECONOMY  ? 


The  education  committee  of  the  Stockport 
Society,  in  their  endeavours  to  give  members 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  “tip-top” 
singers  at  a low  charge,  scored  another  suc- 
■cess  on  Saturday.  It  was  a wonderful  shil- 
ling's worth.  The  famous  glee  singers — the 
Westminster  Abbey  quartette — were  the 
principal  contributors  to  the  programme, 
and  had  there  been  no  other  artistes  present, 
the  shilling  would  still-have  been  a good  in- 
vestment. Individually  and  collectively  they 
.highly  delighted  the  audience.  Then  there 
were  Miss  Bessie  Jones  (soprano)  and  Mr. 
J.  E.  Tomlin  (entertainer),  both  of  whom 
were  deservedly  encored  time  and  again, 
Mr.  H.  Dawber  was  the  accompanist. 

Professor  Hall's  Address. 

The  speaker  for  the  occasion  was  Professor 
F.  Hall,  M.A.  (Adviser  of  Studies,  Co-opera- 
tive Union),  who  devoted  practically  the 
whole  of  his  time  to  explaining  and  criticis- 
ing the  educational  recommendations  con- 
tained in  the  Geddes  report.  The  object  of 
the  recommendations  was  economy,  but  true 
economy,  said  Professor  Hall,  did  not  con- 
sist in  refraining  from  spending,  but  in 
spending  wisely  on  the  right  things.  The 
suggestions  made  in  the  report  would  have 
hit  most  of  all  the  worker’s  child,  but  hap- 
pily the  Government  had  seen'  the  folly  of 
some  of  them,  and  turned  them  down.  The 
people  must,  however,  remain,  as  it  were, 
“ on  guard,”  for  it  might  be  that  other 
attempts  to  curtail  expenditure  on  educa- 
tion would  be  made  in  the  future.  Every 
child  of  every  class  should  be  given  the 
fullest  opportunity  of  developing  his  poten- 
tial powers,  anil  until  this  was  the  case  it 
could  not  be  said  that  their  educational  sys- 
tem was  perfect.  If  they  wanted  the  new 
world  talked  about  so  much  during  Hie  war, 
they  could  not  afford  to  neglect  education, 
and  they  must  not  allow  this  or  any  other 
Government  to  save  two  or  three  millions  at 
the  expense  of  the  children  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  future  of  the  oouutrv. 

Mr.  H.  Pearson  (member  of  the  educa- 
tional committee)  presided. 


Sir4, — The  letter,  “ Who  is  to  Blame?” 
by  “ Co-operator,”  in  your  issue  of  February 
25th,  is  one  that  should  command  the  con- 
sideration of  thinking  co-operators.  It  is 
not  the  lack  of  intelligence  which  keeps  co- 
operators  from  giving  to  the  movement  that 
support,  whioh  they  would  like  to  give.  The 
power  has  beeu  taken  from  them  by  the 
great  drop  in  the  purchasing  power  of  every 
co-operator  in  the  country.  Many  members 
nre  drawing  50  per  cent,  less  wages.  The 
responsible  leaders  of  the  movement  should 
wake  up  before  it  is  too  late,  and  deal  with 
things  in  a way  that  will  give  confidence 
to  the  rank-ana-file.  Instead  of  giving 
orders  for,  and  advertising,  private  makers’ 
goods,  they  should  place  their  orders  with 
the  co-operative  factories.  One  Is  often  told 
by  workers  in  private  factories : “ We  can- 
not understand  yon  being  on  short  time; 
we  are  often  working  overtime  making  for 
co-operative  societies.”  When  we  hear  such 
remarks,  and  know  such  things  are  hap- 
pening, we  must  naturally  come  to  the4  same 
condition  as  “ Co-operator,”  and  say  there 
are  traitors  in  the  movement  who  ought  to 
k«s  fought  and  cleared  out. 

It  is  no  use  trying  to  preach  loyalty  to  *•“- ; , - , . . - • * .. 

the  poorest  of  tlie  movement  when  f.v.n  the  | something  better  tfia.-!  tiUJ.  with  its  worlil- 
C.W.S.  down  to  the  smallest  society,  buyers  | wide  scope  and  opjtoi  tanihe; . 


„.id  managers  are  ahewed  to  nur.  h> 
side,  white  there  are  lota  of  co-operative 
factories  and  thousands  of  pemnda’  worth  of 
machinery  standing  idle,  wailing,  with  the 
workpeople,  to  supply  the  good*.  Tlie  move- 
ment must  go  for  Small  profits  and  quick 
sales,  as  private  firms  Ate  doing,  till  things 
are  normal. — Yours.  &e.. 

Leicester,  Another  Co-operator, 


Why  hot  have  our  find  y -Equipped 

factories:  lltiga  W#WkotiF-  J,  and  tea  planta- 
tion*. At-.,  which  W«u3d  be  both  Instructive 
and  attractive  propaganda  ? To  include  a 
film  of  only  two  hundred  feet  or  so.  like  the 
above-mentioned,  in  programmes  at  cinemas 
to-day.  only  tends  to  put  the  movement  up 
to  ridicule, — Y ours  truly, 

Chelmsford.  C i.negand*. 


EMPLOYEES  AS 
MEMBERS. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir, — I concur  with  John  Jones  of  Man- 
chester’s suggestion  that  co-operative  em- 
ployees slvoukl  be  members  of  i co-operative 
society.  1 hope  management  committees  will 
see  the  wisdom  of  making  this  a condition 
of  service.  If  they  did  so,  hundreds  of  em- 
ployees would  be  startled  to  learn  for  the 
first. time  that  they  are  engaged  by  a move- 
ment with  very  definite  objects,  the  most 
urgent  being  the  complete  elimination  of 
the  capitalist  system  of  industry,  with  its 
attendant  army  of  unemployed,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  a system  more  humane  and 
less  inhuman.  The  employees  are  not 
entirely  to  blame  for  their  innocence.  Un- 
consciously, they  labour  for  the  movement, 
unaware  that  their  service  is  rendering  pos- 
sible a complete  volt  face  of  our  social  lit?. 
It's  time  they  knew  of  the  part  they  are 
playing,  and  in  knowing  more  useful  service 
and  less  eye-serviee  would  be  rendered. 
Many  there  are  in  co-operative  employment 
who  really  believe  tliat  the  movement  com- 
prises the  ten  members  of  the  hoard,  who 
meet  weekly  to  transact  business  within 
the  saored  precincts  of  the  board  room.  It 
is  also  thought  meet  and  right  to  perforin 
actions  of  lamb-like  docility  and  certain 
strange  physical  contortions  in  order  to 
curry  favour  with  the  committee  for  tho 
purpose  of  getting  on. 

An  end  must  be  made  of  this  theory.  To 
those  employees  who  have  acquired  know- 
ledge of  the  inovement  by  serious  study  and 
have  shown  tlieir  belief  in  its  principles  h> 
an  eagerness  to  resist  attempts  to  thwart  ii> 
progress,  to  assist  where  opportunity  offer  - 
— to  those.  I say,  should  consideration  lx? 
given  where  promotion  within  the  movement 
is  under  consideration. — Yours,  &c., 

W.  B.  Cattermolfi 

Bildcston;  Suffolk.  . 


dressmaking  trade  board. 

REGISTRATION  OF  LEARNERS. 

The  Labour  Department  of  the  Co-opor.i- 
tive  Union  calls  the  attention  of  societies 
having  a dressmaking  departmeiit  to  tip- 
fact  that  the  Dressmaking  and  Women  -* 
Light  Clothing  Trade  Board  has  decided 
that  all  learners  employed  in  these  trade* 
must  be  officially  registered. 

Although  it  was  at  first  doubtful  w better 
ail  learners  would  bare  to  be  registered. 
is  now  clear,  that  no  exceptions  will 
made.  The  Labour  Department  hi^  bee 
in  communication  with  the  Trade  Bo ard 
fiffice,  and  has  now  been  officially  mtorme 
that  all  learners  ihnst  be  registered. 

Registration  must  be  made  on  tlie  pr< 
scribed  form,  copies  of  which  can  now 
obtained  from  tbe  labour  Adviser  » 
ment,  Co-opeiwtive  Union,  Holyiwke 
Hunover-stre^t,  Manchester. 


* lit  ii  11,  1922. 
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LONDON’S  FORWARD 

MOVE. 

AN  UP-TO-DATE  DEPARTMENTAL 
STORE. 

POPULAR  FUNCTION  AT 

RO.MFORD. 

[By  Ocr  London  Correspondent.] 

The  chorus  of  congratulations  which  was 
heard  on  Wednesday  week  at  the  formal 
opening  of  the  London  Society’s  depart- 
mental store  at  Romford  was  well  merited. 
The  new  branch,  which  takes  the  place  of  a 
smaller  one  in  the  town,  which  is  situated 
in  the  chief  shopping  centre,  is  extremely 
creditable  to  the  society,  and  entirely  puts 
in  the  shade  the  various  competing  mul- 
tiple shops.  It  has  an  imposing  frontage 
in  South-street,  with  ample  space  in  its 
island  front  and  other  windows  to  show 
oft'  to  advantage  the  up-to-date  stocks.  On 
the  ground  floor  there  is  a spaciousvarea  for 
the  business  of  the  various  departments, 
comprising  grocery,  provisions,  bread,  con- 
fectionery, corn,  butchery,  drapery,  boots, 
hardware,  and  laundry.  The  staff  will  work 
under  the  best  of  conditions  in  the  large  and 
well-lighted  premises,  whilst  the  members 
will  be  able  to  do  all  their  shopping  with 
the  greatest  ease  under  one  roof.  There  is 
plenty  of  additional  rooms  in  tile  rear  to 
include  further  departments  when  the 
necessity  arises.  The  building  htfs  been 
erected  by  direct  labour. 

A Bolder  Policy. 

This  enterprising  move  on  the  part  of  the 
society  indicates  the  new  policy  which  is 
teing  adopted  in  the  south  of  providing  the 
fullest  services  for  the  members,- instead  of 
opening  small  stores  with  one  or  two  de- 
partments. The  scheme  was  set  on  foot 
by  the  Stratford  Society  before  the  amal- 
gamation with  Edmonton  and  West  London 
took  place.  When  conditions  become  more 
normal,  this  method  of  establishing  depart- 
mental stores  will  lie  extended  by  the 
London  Society. 

A Popular  Function. 

A large  gathering  assembled  at  the  open- 
mg.  for  this  was  market  day,  when  visitors 
nock  to  the  town  from  various  parts  of 
Essex.  Mr.  W.  G.  Crouch  (vice-chairman 
ot  the  society)  presided,  and  surrounding 
him  were  Mr.  Alfred  Barnes  (president)  and 
the  following  members  of  the  general  com- 
mittee : —Mrs.  Paul  Campbell.  Messrs.  W. 
AJcott  A.  C.  Adams,  .J.  King,  S.  W.  Moule, 
I*.  Myliill,  G.  W.  Murrell,  and  R.  Whitfield; 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Elliott  (general  manager), 
G.  I>.  Banks  (general  secretary),  J.  B. 
Hazzlediiie  (assistant-general  manager),  and 
IS.  Foster  (financial  secretary). 

The  Chairman  said  so  far  the  Romford 
people  had  supporter!  the  grocery  branch 
very  well  indeed.  Now  that  they  had  a 
bigger  branch,  with  three  departments, 
they  looked  forward  to  great  things  in  that 
town  and  to  the  assistance  of  the  residents 
in  making  it  a gieat  success.  The  branch 
was  second  to  none  in  the  London  Society's 
district,  and  the  members  should  be  proud 
of  it.  Whilst  being  proud  of  the  store,  he 
hoped  that  they  were  going  to  patronise  it, 
and  that  everyone  would  act  as  missionaries 
for  the  co-operative  movement.  The  mem- 
bership of  the  society  was  112,000,  but  they 
wanted  to  see  it  much  bigger. 

The  President's  Address. 

Mr  Alfred  Barnes,  in  (leolaring  the 
branch  open,  said  the  Romford  members, 
like  some  other  members,  had  waited  a good 
many  years  for  the  premises  to  materialise. 
In  the  past  they  had  conducted  the  trade 
under  very  great  difficulties.,  It  was  a 
tribute  to  the  loyalty  of  the  members  when 
they  realised  that  from  year  to  year  they 
continued  to  purchase  goods  against  the 
temptation  of  better-equipped  and  better- 
appointed  premises. 

Dealing  with  the  present  position  of  the 
JiOndon.  Society,  Mr.  Barnes  stated  that 
the  membership  totalled  112.000.  They 
controlled  nearly  one  million  pounds’  worth 
of  capital.  The  trade  amounted  to  nearly 
*60,000  a week,  and  JL’3.500,000  for  the  year. 
Now.  who  said  Labour  could  not  govern ? 
(Applause.) 

The  doors  werq  then  thrown  open,  and 
•Mion  there  was  an  interested  flow  of  visitors 
through  the  building.  There  was  a unani- 
mous opinion  that  the  society  had  achieved 
a notable  triumph.  Tea  was  subsequently 
Provided  lor  the  delegates.  In  the  evening 
concert-meetings  were  held  at  the  Corn 
Exchange  and  Public  Baths,  at  which 
addresses  were  delivered  by  members  of  the 
general  committee. 


Mr.  Mark  Clear  (chairman  of  the 
southern  Section)  last  week  addressed  a 
success! ul  meeting  in  connection  with  the" 
-raversham  Society. 

The  Coalville  Co-operative  Junior  Choir 
are  becoming  very  popular  in  Lough- 
Dorongli.  where  they  gave  anotlier  condert 
! ■ inn  -V' Il‘ght  in  the  Emmanuel  Paco- 
cniAl  Hall,  under,  the  a ns  pices  of  I lie  educi- 
uonal  committee  ot  the'  Loughborough 
Society.  capital  address  was  giveurtSv 
Ti  11er.‘,y  Hedfern  (GuW.S.,  Man  Chester), 
ine  chon-  are  shortly  to  repeat  at  Lough- 
uorougli  tbeir  performance  of  the  operetta 
•Joan,"  which  they  recently  produced 
’Vith  excellent  effect  at  Coalville. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 

AND  NEWS. 


[By  Our  Own  Correspondents.) 


TAe  report  of  the  Devon  District  Conference 
Association  makes  interesting  reading,  and 
reveals  the  fact  that,  in  addition  to  the  four 
special  conferences  addressed  by  the  district 
secretary,  Mr.  B.  Williams,  Mr.  F.  Greenwood, 
and  DR.  C.  C.  Popham,  there  have  been 
numerous  meetings  whereby  in  some  form  or 
other  help  has  been  given  to  societies.  The 
statistics  of  the  societies  in  Devon,  too,  are 
interesting,  revealing  the  fact  that  32  societies 
have  105,204  members,  with  sales  of 
£3,976,699,  share  capital  of  £1,417,319,  and 
reserves  of  £178,913. 

New  developments  include  a new  bakery  at 
Bideford,  built  by  direct  labour  ; a new  coal 
depot  at  Exmouth  ; the  purchase  of  freeholds 
in  the  centre  of  the  town  and  at  Decoy  by 
Newton  Abbot ; the  opening  of  new  branches 
for  butchering,  crockery,  grocery,  bakery, 
tobacco,  boots,  chemist,  outfitting,  and  dairy 
departments  by  the  Plymouth  Society  ; and  a 
new  farm  at  Rosamondford  and  a new  branch 
at  Bradninch  by  the  Exeter  Society.  Two 
butchering  branches  and  one  grocery  branch 
have  been  ojiened  by  Torquay,  also  a 
creamery,  and  extensive  premises  have  been 
purchased  to  cope  with  the  society’s  record 
trade  of  £230,984  for  the  year.  The  Bovey 
Tracey  .Society  has  opened  a new  branch  at 
Lustleigh,  purchased  the  Bridge  House  Estate, 
started  a very  successful  dairy  farm,  and 
established  a piggery  and  butchery  business. 
The  report  reveals  the  satisfactory  financial 
position  of  the  association,  and  gives  a warm 
tribute  to  the  success  of  the  work  of  the 
sectional  organiser  in  the  Devon  district. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  circular  issued 
by  the  sectional  board  in  January  has  received 
the  mature  consideration  of  the  various  com- 
mittees of  societies  in  the  south-west.  It  is 
a well-conceived  and  reasoned  document, 
which  has  been  designed  to  be  of  help  and 
guidance  in  the  very  acute  period  through 
which  all  businesses  are  passing.  Officials  and 
committees  will  be  acting  rightly  if  they  are 
influenced  by  its  general  tone  and  carry  out 
its  specific  recommendations. 

With  the  advent  of  spring  the  societies  in 
the  English  “ Riviera  ” are  looking  forward  to 
a booming  holiday  season  to  enable  them  to 
get  tbeir  staffs  working  at  full  pressure.  Some 
societies  are  helping  their  members  by  pub- 
lishing local  guides,  whilst  at  every  society  a 


list  of  names  of  satisfactory  owners  of  boarding 
and  lodging-houses  is  always  at  the  disposal 
of  the  co-operative  holiday-makers  who  are 
seeking  health  and  pleasure  in  this  picturesque 
area. 

The  staff  of  the  Teignmouth  Society  are 
entering  wholeheartedly  into  the  arrangements 
for  the  projected  visit  by  the  members  to  the 
C.W.S.  depot  at  Bristol.  Already  the  financial 
aspect  is  secure,  and  the  social  and  educa- 
tional value  will  be  amply  demonstrated  on 
the  day  of  the  event,  when  the  members 
realise  something  of  the  magnificence  of  the 
movement  they  are  connected  with. 

A method  adopted  by  one  society  in  the 
south-west  is  to  arrange  for  a commission  to 
be  given  for  the  sale  of  the  “ News.”  By  this 
means  the  sales  have  increased  by  100  per 
cent.,  and  the  " News  ” gets  in  many  homes 
where  otherwise  it  would  not  be  thought  of. 
As  it  is  only  by  an  educated  democracy  that 
we  can  hope  to  achieve  our  co-operative  ideal- 
ism, every  scheme  whereby  the  organs  of  the 
movement  can  be  placed  in  the  homes  of  the 
people  Is  worthy  of  consideration. 


Following  upon  the  recent  successful  visit 
of  members  to  the  C.W.S.  depot  at  Broad 
Quay,  Bristol,  the  Newton  Abbot  Society  is  now 
venturing  further  afield,  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  whereby  members  can  avail  them- 
selves of  £ special  excursion  to  London  in  June. 
The  itinerary  is  of  a wide  and  comprehensive 
character,  including  provision  for  meals  and 
opportunities  of  seeing  the  important  features 
of  the  metropolis.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
a group  of  the  South  Devon  societies  should 
in  the  future  arrange  for  a combined  series  of 
these  educational  excursions.  There  are  great 
possibilities  in  the  proposition,  not  the  least 
of  which  would  be  the  development  of  the 
fraternal  aspect  of  co-operation. 

The  result  of  private  capitalistic  organisa- 
tion has  meant  to  democracy  not  only  the  non- 
fulfilment  of  the  glowing  promises  of  a country 
fit  for  heroes  to  live  in,  but  also  the  utter 
collapse  of  the  industrial  system.  Co-opera- 
tion will  remedy  this  chaos  by  a system  based 
upon  the  organisation  of  life  and  all  that  it 
stands  for. — Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  at  Bovey 
Trace}'. 


STOWMARKETS  PROTEST. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Stowmarket 
Society  the  following  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously  : — 

“ That  tills  meeting  of  members  of  the 
Stowmarket  C<HOiperntive  Society  hereby  ex- 

Sre&ses  its  empluifcic  opinion  that  any 
eoreose  of  the  existing  facilities  for  the 
education  of  the  children  of  the  people  will 
be  a.  piece  of  class  legislation  and  disgrace 
to  the  supporters  of  it.  This  meeting  fur- 
ther declares  that  it  views  with  disgust  the 
proposals  recently  put  forward  to  enlarge 
classes  and  to  decrease  the  number  and  pay 
of  the  teachers,  while  the  suggestion  to  keep 
children  under  six  out  of  the  ? chools  will  be 
an  actual  hardship  on  many  working-class 
parents,  as  well  as  the  children  concerned, 
if  carried  into  effect.  Believing  this,  the 
members  of  the  Stowmarket  Co-operative 
Society  here  present  ag:-3e  to  do  all  that  lies 
in  their  power  to  prevent  the  proposals  re- 
ferred to  from  being  incorporated  in  an  Act 
of  Parliament.’’ 


POPULARISING  C.W.S. 

PRODUCTS. 


The  manager  and  committee  of  the  Park- 
Btone  and  Bournemouth  Society  are  very 
much  alive  to  the  importance  of  developing 
the  trade  in  C.W.S.  productions,  and  in  order 
to  encourage  the  employees  to  push  co-opera- 
tive products,  they  decided  to  offer  prizes 
for  the  best-dressea  windows.  Owiug  to  the 
society's  ramifications  covering  a large  area, 
it  was  decided  to  divide  the  district  in  two. 
The  fipst,  competition  took  place  on  February 
28th.  Mr.  H.  Smith  (C.W.S.  grocery  traveller) 
acted,  as  adj ud ieator ; a nd  points  were 
awarded  for  cleanliness,  selling  power,  art 
and  colour,  apd  origipaliby.  The  interest 
displayed , reflected  thq  utmost  credit  on  the 
competitors,  and  the  friendly  rivalry  aroused 
between  the  various  branches  will  undoubtedly 
have1  beneficial  results.  The  following  awards 
were  made : — Winton,  19  points ; Christ- 
church, 18;  Boscombe,  17  ; Char  minster- 
road,  17  : Pokesaown,  16  ; Holdenhurst-road, 
15  ; Hignfield,  14  ; Wallis  Down,  II. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 
Ironbridge  and  Coalbrookdale.— The  half- 

yearly  meeting  was  held  in  the  Primitive 
Methodist  Schoolroom  recently.  Mr.  F. 
Johnson,  who  was  re-elected  president,  pre- 
sided over  the  usual  faithful  few.  The  cash 
sales  amounted  to  £19,707,  being  a decrease 
of  £9,592  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  1920.  The  decrease  is  accounted 
for  by  tbs  lower  value  of  goods,  and  the  un- 
precedented depression  in  trade,  and  lesser 
spending  power  of  the  members.  The  share 
capital  amouDited  to  £18,837,  an  increase  of 
£1,529  over  tlve  corresponding  period  of  last 
year.  It  us  gratifying  to  note  that  despite  a 
bad  year  the  sum  of  £2,021  had  been  re- 
turned to  members  ns  dividend  and  interest. 
After  allowing  £441  17s.  9d.  interest  on 
shares  and  £153  2s.  9d.  for  depreciat  ion,  and 
providing  for  all  other  expenses,  a dividend 
of  4d.  in  the  pound  was  declared  on  mem- 
bers’ purchases,  while  non-members  received 
a dividend  of  2d.  in  tire  rw>und  on  their  pur- 
chases. Councillor  Walter  Roberts  was  re- 
elected secretory  and  general  manager.  Mr. 
Thomas  Brodrick  auditor,  and  the  C.W.S. 
treasurer  and  banker.  Mr.  L Olegg  was 
also  re-elected,  and  Mr.  G.  Horsley  was 
elected  to  the  management  committee  in 
place  of  Mr.  G.  Gook.  Twenty-nine  mem- 
bers withdrew  during  the  last  half-year, 
leaving  the  present  membership  at  1,195 


A SACRED  CONCERT. 

There  was  a large  and  appreciative 
audience  at  the  Independent  Methodist 
Chapel,  Carlton-road,  Nottingham.  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  when  the  Nottingham 
Co-operative  Society’s  choir  gave  a sacred 
concert.  .,  , 

Amongst  the  many  interesting  items. 
Madnrqe  Nellie  Robinson  gave  a delightful 
rendering  of  the  song,  “ My  Task,”  and 
"The  Lost'  Chord  ” as  an  encore.  Miss 
Alice  Whitelam  sang  “ Angel  Laud  ” in  a 
praiseworthy  manner,  while  a notable  ren- 
dering by  the  choir  of  the  “ Hallelujah 
Ghorus  ” brought  the  programme  to  a 
dose.  Mr.  A-  Towers  was  the  conductor, 
and  Mr.  W.  Freeston  was  at  the  paino^ 


A SOUND  POSITION. 

Ashington  Industrial  Society's  annual  meet- 
ing was  held  on  Saturday.  Councillor  J.  M. 
Gillians,  J.P..  presided  over  one  of  the  largest 
attendances  for  a number  of  years. 

The  Chairman  explained  the  position  so 
far  as  proposed  amalgamation  with  other 
societies  was  concerned.  The  committee’s 
report  was  adopted  without  discussion,  the 
question  of  6(1.  dividend  never  being  men- 
tioned. The  secretary  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  balance  sheet,  and  showed  the  sound 
financial  position  of  the  society,  pointing 
out  that  practically  50  per  cent,  of  the  mem- 
bers’ share  capital  was  invested  inside  the 
co-operative  movement,  and  40  per  cent, 
taken  for  stocks  and  buildings.  The  educa- 
tional committee’s  report  was  adopted  without 
discussion.  A motion  that  the  weekly  wage, 
including  bonus,  of  each  manager  and  each 
employee  should  be  published  in  the  next 
balance  sheet,  was  not  carried  ; it  only  received 
13  votes. 

The  president  (Councillor  J.  M.  Gillians) 
was  re-elected  without  opposition  ; and  thd 
three  committee-men  appointed  for  Ashington 
were  Messrs.  C’.  Armstrong,  W.  Railston,  and 
T.  Wilkinson. 

For  Hirst,  the  three  successful  candidates 
were  Messis.  W.  Ross,  J.  W.  Smith,  and  S. 
Snow.  Mr.  Thomas  Moor  (Morpeth)  was 
unopposed. 

The  members  who  retired  from  the  educa- 
tional committee  were  unopposed.  They 
were  Messrs.  Wilson  (Morpeth),  Miles  (Ash- 
ington), and  Brotherton  (Hirst).  , 

Two  Congress  delegates  appointed  were 
Messrs.  J.  Robson  and  It.  Baird. 

The  whole  of  the  retiring  officers  were  thus 
re-elected,  which  bespeaks  the  confidence 
of  the  members  in  the  policy  now  being  pur- 
sued by  w riting  down  stocks  to  market  values, 
and  the  selling  of  goods  at  the  minimum  prices. 
Two  aspirants  to  the  directorate  from  the 
employees  were  defeated,  but  the  employees’ 
candidate  headed  the  poll  for  Congress 
delegates. 


TRIBUTE  TO  A VETERAN. 

On  the  eve  of  the  late  Mr.  H.  M. 
Hyndman’s  eightieth  birthday,  had  he 
lived,  on  Monday  a memorial  meeting  was 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Social  Demo- 
cratic Federation  at  the  South  Plate  Insti- 
tute, Finsbury.  Addresses  eulogistic  of  the 
late  socialist  leader’s  life  and  work  were 
delivered  by  Mr.  Dan  Irving,  M.P.,  who 
presided,  Mrs.  Hyndnum,  Messrs.  J.  R. 
Clynes,  M.P.,  J.  Jones,  M.P.,  Tom  Ken- 
nedy, M.P.,  Duncan  (’•armjuhael  (London 
1Yade>s  Council),  and  others.  Musical  selec- 
tions were  given  by  the  Deptford  Labour 
Choir.  The  proceedings  were  of  an  im- 
pressive character.  South  Place  Institute 
was  the  scene  of  the  memorial  meeting  to 
the  late  George  Jacob  Holyoake,  at 
which  Dr.  Clifford  delivered  an  eloquent 
appreciation. 


BROMLEY  ACTIVITY. 


With  a View  to  reviving  the  local  Co- 
operative Party  in  the  Bromley  district, 
which  is  included  iu  the  South  Suburban 
Society’s  area,  Mr.  S.  Rees,  national 
organiser  for  the  Co-operative  Party,  re- 
cently addressed  a meeting  in  that  town. 
Mr.  Rees  has  also  addressed  the  recently 
formed  Men’s  Guild  at  Southall  (London 
Society),  deuling  with  the  machinery  of 
the  movement  and  the  functions  of  the 
various  organisations.  On  the  1st  inst. 
Mr.  Rees  spoke  at  a joint  meeting  of  the 
guilds  at  Eastbourne,  and  on  the  following 
aay  he  addressed  an  open  meeting  at 
Woking  on  ‘‘The  Reasons  for  and  Aims  of 
the  Co-operative  Party.’’  There  was  an 
interesting  discussion,  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  forthcoming  Urban  District 
Council  election,  for  which  a co-opeTative 
candidate  is  being  run. 


SUPERANNUATION  AND  BONUS 
U.C.B.S.  EMPLOYEES’  SCHEME. 

The  U.C.B.S.  employees  have  been  dis- 
cussing schemes  in  regard  to  superannua- 
tion, and  at  a meeting  Held  in  Glasgow  last 
week,  it  was  decided  tliat  a plebiscite  of  the 
whole  of  the  employc-e-.  of  the  society  ho 
taken  on  the  question  of  " superannuation  ” 
or  ‘‘no  sur*?raiuuintion.”  also  (hat  the  three 
ecliemes  discussed  at  the  meeting  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  employees  in  order  that  they 
might  show  their  piefereuee  for  some  oi>2  . 
of  the  schemes. 

Of  the  three  schemes  submitted,  it  would 
appear  that  Mr.  Barclay’s  scheme  was  the 
one  most  favourably  considered.  This 
scheme  proposes  the  utilisation  of  the  honu.s 
for  superannuation  purposes,  .and  its  alloca- 
tion in  proportion  to  length  <i  service 
instead  of  in  proportion  to  sal  ary.  Fears 

were  expressed  tliat  the  delegates  might 
take  away  the  bonus,  but  the  chairman 
(Mr.  Buclianan)  thought  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing had  no  intention,  of  taking  away  the 
bonus. 

This  is  an  interesting  departure  jn  en- 
opeiative  economies,  and  we  ahull  be  much 
interested  in  the  result  of  the  vote.  We 
might  add  tliat  Messrs.  Graham  and  Stewart 
were  present  a.s  representing  the  Belfast 
branch  of  the  Federation. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communicaiionj  intended  fnr  iheie  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women's  Pages," 
“ Co-operative  News " Office,  Long  Mil'gate, 
Manchester. 


ORGANISED^OPINION. 

WORKERS  AND  THE  CEDDES  AXE. 

STARVED  SCHOOLS  AND 

FEWER  TEACHERS. 

' A LARGE  number  of  women  co- 
operators  were  present  at  the  great 
demonstration  of  protest  against  the 
restriction  of  educational  facilities  last 
Saturday,  and  although  the  Government 
had  already  conceded  the  point  regarding 
the  non-exclusion  of  cliildren  under  six 
from  the  schools— a point  on  which  we 
were  most  keen— the  various  speakers 
made  it  abundantly  clear  that  the  Axe 
can  do  untold  damage  if  allowed  to  fall 
across  the  tree  of  learning. 

There  is  still  the  question  of  starved 
schools  and  the  question  of  “fewer 
teachers  per  child,"  as  Dr.  Temple 
quaintly  put  it,  to  he  vigorously  resisted. 

Dr.  Temple’s  complaint  against  the 
Geddes  report  went  deeper  than  the 
question  of  false  economics.  Not  a 
word  in  the  report,  he  said,  showed 
that  the  framers  of  it  recognised  the 
" fact  of  the  moral  values  " of  education 
in  the  development  and  the  discipline 
of  character  most  precious  to  the  welfare 
of  the  nation.  His  words  reminded  us 
that  the  avowed  object  of  education 
in  the  eyes  of  co-operators  is  the  making 
of  co-operative  character.  Mr.  Arthur 
Henderson  also  emphasised  the  point 
that  an  expansion  in  secondary  school 
facilities  is  what  is  wanted.  He  showed 
how  at  this  moment,  before  the  Axe 
fia>  actually'  fallen,  the  ’ provision  of 
secondary  school  places  most  inade- 
quately meets  , the  requirements  of  the 
cliildren  whose  abilities  entitle  them  to 
such  places.  . 

Miss  Bondfield  truly  pictured  the 
keenness  of  disappointed  hopes  in  work- 
ing-class homes  when  promising  young 
people  were  debarred  by  poverty  and 
lack  of  places  from  following  up  their 
education  on  leaving  the  elementary 
school.  A better  step  to  take— even 
in  the  interests  of  * economy , she  pro- 
tested, would  be  to  withdraw  all  young 
persons  from  the  factories,  and  so 
relieve  adult  labour  from  the  competition 
of  cheap  child  labour. 

Lord  Henry  Cavendish-Bentinck  con- 
sidered that  the  suggested  “ cuts  ” in 
education  were  not  suggested  so  much 
in  the -interests  of  economy  as  "a  sop 
to  reaction.''  Gradgrind  is  still  in 
danger  of  ruin,  as  he  was  when  children 
were  taken  out  of  the  mills  at  under 
ten  years  of  again,  and  again  when  they 
were  forbidden  to  work  at  night.  And 
so,  to-day,  Gradgrind  cries  out  for  the 
sacrifice  of  the  child  to  save  his  pocket. 

This  demonstration  should  be  an 
effective  proof  that  organised  public 
opinion  as  represented  by  co-operative, 
trade  union,  and  educational  bodies  is 
completely  unanimous  in  condemning  the 
wasteful  extravagance  of  restricted 
education  now  proposed.  It  should  also 
do  much  to  bring  home  to  the  unthinking 
classes  of  the  population  the  penny  wise 
and  pound  foolish  proposal  to  make 
the  cliildren  pay  for  the  war. 


A MOTHERS  BILL. 

The  effects  of  the  Bill  for  the  Guardian- 
ship of  Infants  now  before  the. House 
of  Lords  are  great.  Hitherto,  the  father 
has  been  the  legal  guardian  of  children 
born  in  wedlock,  but  if  the  new  Bill 
becomes  law  the  mother  will  have  equal 
authority,  rights,  and  responsibility. 

Successful  marriages  result  in  fairly 
complete  agreement  with  regard  to  the 
cliildren.  But,  in  cases  where  the  mar- 
riage is  unsuccessful,  the  difficulties 
rest  with  the  mother.  Up  to  now  she 
is  not  legally  regarded  as  a parent. 
Even  the  religious  teaching  of  her 
children  is  left  for  the  father  to  settle. 
In  fact,  in  all  questions  which  vitally 
affect  her  offspring,  the  mother  is  a 
cipher.  But  the  new  Bill  proposes  to 
alter  all  this.  It  is  hoped  to  make  the 
mother  joint  guardian  with  the  father. 

It  is  a Bill  long  overdue,  but  neverthe- 
less welcome.  As  an  organised  body 
of  working  mothers,  co-operative  women 
should  hail  its  advent,  and  give  the  Bill 
every  encouragement. 


WHY  NOT  WOMEN  CANVASSERS? 

THE  VENTURE  OF  ONE  SOCIETY  AND  ITS  SUCCESS. 

[By  Our  Own  Woman  Reprrsbntati vk. ] 


Our  movement  clamours  for  new  ideas. 
Here  is  one  from  the  Manchester  and  Sal- 
ford Society. 

• In  the  course  of'  a brief  interview.  Mr. 
C.  Smethurst,  the  publicity  manager,  told 
us  he  had  long  felt  there  was  a wide  field 
of  propaganda  to  be  covered  very  success- 
fully by  a woman  canvasser,  and  so  three 
months  ago  the  society  engaged  the  services 
of  Miss  Margaret  Potts,  who,  in  a very 


.Miss  M.  A.  l’OTTS, 

Woman  canvasser  for  Uie  '•  M.  and  S."  Society, 
in  her  symbolic  fancy  beehive  dr.-cs  costume, 
in  which  she  appears  at  social  functions  for  tho 
.purposes  of  advertising  the  society.  " Join 
tho  Nearest  Branch,"  “ Co-operation  Produces 
for  Use,  not  Profit,"  and  " Join  the  Stores.” 
are  the  words  inscribed  on  (lie  sash  ribbons. 

short' time,  has  proved  her  usefuluess  by 
her  influence  on  apathetic  . and  non- 
co -operators. 

Possessed  of  a taking  personality  and 
trained  in  all  the  characteristics  which  go 
to  the  successful  make-up  of  a canvasser, 
Miss  Potts  has,  in  the  short  space  of  nine 
weeks,  made  over  fifty  new  members. 

“That  is  proof  enough  that  there  is  a 
great  opening  for  tactful  women  as  socie- 
ties’ canvassers,”  she  said.  “ Not  only 


have  I made  new  members;  1 have  turned 
luke-warm  co-Operators  into  loyal  ones,” 
she  observed,  with  that  confidence  which 
begets  confidence. 

“ From  9 a. in.  to  G p.m.,”  she  continued. 
“I  am  on  my  ‘round,’  going  from  door  to 
door,  meeting  with  all  kinds  of  people  and 
not  a few  rebuffs.  Some  women  will  not 
grant  a hearing  at  all ; others  you  can  talk 
to  for  an  hour  and  make  no  impression; 
but  ou  the  whole’ women  are  willing  to  listen 
to  what  I have  to  say. 

“ I start  by  telling  them  about  our  col- 
lective life  assurance.  That  impresses. 
Then  I tell  them  what  our  society  stands 
for  iu  the. way  of  commodities  and  condi- 
tions. Some  women  tell  me  quite  frankly 
they  are  willing  to  join  the  storef,  but  their 
husbands  do  not  approve.  Despite  this, 
somehow  or  other  I manage  to  get  them  in. 

“ Another  common  remark  is,  * 1 would 
like  to  join,  hut. my  husband  is  out  of  work, 
and  we  live  a hand-to-mouth  existence.  And 
another  impression  is  that  because  of  tho 
dividend,  prices  will  be  higher.  Naturally 
I am  able  to  give  examples  to  show'  that  our 
prices  are  no  higher  than  those  of  the 
private  trader. 

“Complaints?  Oh.  any  amount;  but  in 
most  instances  they  are  without  foundation 
and  are  easily  dealt  with.  Speaking  gener- 
ally. the  members  welcome  me,  and  are  only 
too  pleased  to  hear  about  any  new  depart- 
ments and  developments.  I have  got  many 
new  customers  for  the  milk  department, 
although  some  do  not  care  to  leave  a milk- 
man whom  they  have  been  patronising  for 
over  twenty  years. 

“ Happy’  in  my  work?  Perfectly.  I 
just  revel  in  it.  The  district  I am  at  pre- 
sent working  is  occupied  chiefly  by  the 
wealthy  and  upper  middle  classes,  who,  of 
course,  are,  generally  speaking,  averse  to 
co-operation,  but  I am  hoping  for  results.” 

Not  only  does  Miss  Potts’  work  consist 
in  canvassing  districts  within  the  society’s 
boundaries;  she  attends  social  functions 
and  dances,  garbed  in  a special  beehive  silk 
dress.  Here  she  talks  to  people  and  distri- 
butes literature  about  the  society,  many 
times  receiving  rebuffs;  but,  like  the  brave 
soul  she  is,  she  goes  on  advertising  her 
wares,  and  rejoicing  in  her  work ! 

“ My  dress,"  she  said,  “ is  of  an  old  gold 
shade,  the  skirt  being  embroidered  with 
row's  of  black  stitching  and  embroidered 
bees.  Round  the  neck  and  sleeves  are  the 
words  ‘Join  " M.  and  S.."  ’ while  three 
white  ribbon  streamers  hanging  from  the 
waist  also  advertise  the  society.  Mv  head- 
gear  is  wonderful,  for  the  words  ‘ M.  and 
S.’  are  illuminated  with  electric  lights!” 

Miss  Pctts  is  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  Smethurst,  who  considers  the  experi- 
ment so  successful  that  the  society  will  prob- 
ably engage  other  women  canvassers.  " If 
only  they  obtain  as  many  members  as  Miss 
Potts  has  done.”  he  said,  “ they  w ill  be  in- 
valuable to  us.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  pos- 
sibilities of  the  scheme,  hut  so  far  as  we 
know  we  are  the  only  society  to  adopt  the 
idea  of  employing  women  canvassers.” 


TRAINING  FOR  MANAGEMENT. 


WHICH  THE  BETTER  PLACE  ? WOMEN’S  GUILD  OR  EDUCATIONAL 
COMMITTEE  ROOM  ? 


Now  and  again  “A  Mere  Man  " finds 
his  way  into  our  “ Women’s  Pages,” 
generally  to  offer  some  more  or  less 
trenchant  criticism  or  advice. 

As  will  be  seen  in  another  column,  ‘‘A 
Mere  Man  ” raises  a question  which  may 
lead  to  a little  useful  inquiry  along 
broader  lines  than  our  friend  seems  to 
have  taken.  Without  special  knowledge 
of  the  number  of  guildswomen  serving 
on  management  committees  who  have 
(a)  served  previously  on  educational 
committees  or  (b)  never  served  on  educa- 
tional committees,  and  some  reliable 
estimate  of  their  various  capacities  and 
usefulness,  our  friend’s  assertions  seem 
to  us  to  be  very  bold  indeed. 

The  number  of  women  who  seek,  or 
attain,  election  on  either  management  or 
educational  committees  without  first 
serving  an  apprenticeship  in  the  guild 
room  is  very  few.  In  the  first  place,  it 
is  the  training  in  the  Women's  Guild 
which  inspires  co-operative  women  with 
the  desire  to  serve  their  fellow-members 
in  these  capacities.  There  are  naturally 
man}r  educational  committees  upon 
which  the  guildswofhau  may  advance  her ' 
training  considerably,  and,  again,  there 
are  educational  committees  which  make  a 
very  poor  show  until  they  get  some  intelli- 
gent guildswomen  on  to  stir  them  up. 

We  venture  to  say  that  as  “ A 
Mere  Man,”  our  friend's  opportunities 
of  judging  of  the  conduct  of  guild 
| meetings  must  necessarily  be  limited, 


and  " hearsay  ” is  not  evidence.  If 
he  could  get  hold  of  a dozen  or  so 
guild  branch  programmes, ' he  would 
realise  that  " sing,  say,  or  pay  ” nights 
are  rare  and  joyous  occasions,  when  the 
members  set  themselves  under  the  guise 
of  recreation  to  the  very  valuable  educa- 
tional effort  of  formulating  their  opinions 
on  a number  of  co-operative  subjects, 
and  of  training  themselves  to  express 
those  opinions  in  terse  five-minute 
speeches.  Would  that  some  of  our  mere 
men  Co-operators  would  train  themselves 
in  the  same  direction  ! 

Then  we  would  advise  our  corre- 
spondent to  read  the  report  of  the 
Sheffield  Guild’s  coming-of-age  celebra- 
tions in  tliis  week’s  “Women’s  Pages.” 
wherein  a speaker  tells  of  the  trade  done 
by  guild  members  as  comp;  red  with  wo- 
men co-operators  who  are  not  organised. 

We  can  safely  leave  the  Women’s 
Guild  members  to  defend  their  own  pro- 
grammes and  conduct ; we  ourselves 
have  long  since  learnt  to  smile  at  the 
charge  of  “ gossip.”  We  think  that  “A 
Mere  Man  ” must  have  been  listening 
to  gossip  himself,  for  we  can  assure  him 
that  the  Women's  Guild  has  far  too  many 
“ interests  ” ou  hand  to  waste  the 
precious  hours  of  meetings  in  gossip — as 
‘‘A  Mere  Man”  understands  gossip,  that  is. 

What  do  our  readers  think  of  his  con- 
tention that  the  educational  committees 
provide  a better  training-ground  than 
the  Guild  ? 


ELECTED  TO  MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEE. 

Mrs.  Ifoi.d  Mrs.  Trott 

(Swindon).-  (Skewen). 

Both  are  the  first  women  elected. 


THE  BETTER  TRAINING? 


Dear  Madam, — At  the  recent  Preston 
Guild  conference  sweeping  assertions  were 
made  by  two  Fleet  wood  delegates  to  tho 
effect  that  women  could  get  as  good,  if  not 
better,  training  in  the  Guild  to  qualify  them 
for  management  committees  than  by  serv- 
ing on  educational  committees.  The 
assertions.-  to  my  mind,  are  ridiculous,  for 
experience  has  shown  that  those  who  have 
served  on  educational  committees,  and  have 
subsequently  teen  elected  on  the  manage- 
ment. have  proved  to  be  the  best  qualified 
and  most  capable.  To  my  mind— and  I 
speak  from  what  I have  seen  and  heard  - 
Women’s  Guild  meetings  are  nothing  more 
or  less  than  gossip  parties,  where  the  chief 
attractions  seem  to  be  “ sing,  say,  and  pay  ” 
nights,  with  socials.  I make  bold  to  say 
that  very  few  members  of  the  Women's 
Guild  are,  by  virtue  of  their  attendance  at 
Guild  meetings,  capable  of  taking  part  in 
the  management  of  a society.— Yours,  Ac., 
A Mrub  Man. 

[We  comment  upon  this  letter  in  our 
editorial,  “ Training  for  Mnnn.-verneut,’’] 


THE  CONGRESS  PRESIDENT. 

Mrs.  Hoi.den,  J.P.  (member  of  the  Burur~ 
ley  Society's  management  committee), 
writes:  “ The  honour  conferred  on  Miss  LI. 
Davies  of  acting  as  President  of  the 
Brighton  Congress,  reflects  on  all  co-opera- 
tive women.  Such  an  honour  is  better  than 
any  memorial.  To-day  1 feel  proud  of  being 
a member  of  a women's  organisation  with 
50.000  members.  I am  sure  the  position  ns 
the  first  woman  president  of  the  animal 
Congress  will  be  filled  with  marked  ability 
and  good  judgment.” 


INTERNATIONAL  TRADE. 

The  delegates  to  the  Stafford  District 
Conference,  held  at  Stafford  on  Tuesday, 
last  week,  were  welcomed  by  Councillor  T. 
H.  Tunnicliffe,  J.P.  Mrs.  Adams  (district 
president),  who  occupied  the  chair,  moved 
a resolution  (which  was  passed  unanimously) 
congratulating  Miss  LI.  Davies  on  being 
chosen  to  act  as  president  of  this  year’s 
Congress. 

Mrs.  Adams  remarked  thnt  the  conference 
would  lie  the  last  joint  conference  of  the 
Stafford  and  Birmingham  districts.  It  had 
been  decided  that  each  district  should  hold 
separate  meetings  in  future. 

Preliminaries  over,  Councillor  Mrs. 
Cottrell  gave  an  address  on  ” International 
Co-operation.”  To  interfere  with  inter- 
national trade, -she  said,  meunt  unemploy- 
ment, and  caused  a great  deal  of  misery. 
The  natural  resources  of  a country  should 
be  developed  for  the  benefit  of  all.  Tariff 
Reform  was  the  great  stumbling  block  to  the 
progress  of  international  co-operation. 

Mrs.  Dawes  said  that  l>efore  a perfect  sys- 
tem of  international  trade  could  be  estab- 
lished, national  jealousy  would  have  to  bo 
abolished,  with  which  Mrs.  Adams  agreed. 

Mrs.  Dewsbury  (National  Guild  President) 
contended  that  the  C.W.S.  needed  a driving 
force  behind  them,  and  every  guild  should 
urge  that  they  adopt  a system  of  barter 
trado. 


FORWARD  MOVES  UP  NORTH. 

Guild  progress  in  the  Northern  Section 
is  becoming  more  marked,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that,  as  an  industrial  area,  trade  has 
been  badly  bit  in  these  parts.  Each  district 
committee  is  determined  to  carry  on  and 
extend. , with  the  result  that  tunny  »•■.  w 
branches  are  being  formed.  South  North- 
umberland have  added  several,  the  spirit 
prevailing  there  being  splendid  and  go- 
ahead.  Mrs.  Ferguson,  the  sectional  secre- 
tary, recently  visited  some  of  the- branches, 
and  was  delighted  to  find  that  one  new  one 
in  particular  had  obtained  open  membership, 
while  one  of  the  older  branches  (Blyth)  had 
succeeded  in  its  effort  for  the  throwing  open 
of  their  society’s  doors  to  the  women  on 
equal  terms  with  men  members. 

Then  the  new  Mid-Durham  District  i- 
forging  ahead,  the  committee  having  opened 
one  or  two  new  brandies. 

In  South  Durham  and  North  Yorkshire 
there  is  also  evidence  of  u great  advance, 
new  branches  having  been  formed  in  thi- 
area.  Marske  was  visited  by  the  sectional 
a?oretary  recently,  the  members  being  very 
eager  to  understand  all  about  the  guild. 

Received — “ Martiu  " and  “ M.  M.' 
(Belfast). 
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WOMEN'S  PACES. 

THE  MOTHER, 


THE 


THE  CHILD,  AND 


A REAL  YORKSHIRE  CEREMONY. 


CHEMIST. 


COMING-OF-AGE  CELEBRATIONS  AT  SHEFFIELD. 


“NUTRIX”  AND  BOLTON'S  INFANT  WELFARE  SCHEME 


[Bt  Ock  Own  Representative.] 


THE  FINEST 
OA&V  FOOD 
FRO-.  6)QTt-1 

Nutrix 

OOIV-D  Mi_H 

Cheapest  & Best 

SozHll 

ASK  QUR  Q«PiSTS 
ABOUT  IT 


A small  reproduction 
of  the  poster  advertis- 
ing " Nutrix  ” In.  Hie 
Bolton  Society's  chem-, 
ist's  shop. 

Photograph  of  tlie  shop  itself 
npLifltrs  on  another  page. 


The  chemist  is 
becoming  a very 
important  and, 
prominent  person 
in  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  to- 
day. Already  he 
is  installed  in 
many  societies, 
and  doing  useful 
work  in  prescrib- 
ing for  insured 
workers ; but  over 
and  above  all  he  is 
looking  after  the 
interests  of  the 
mothers  and  chil- 
dren, and-  seeing 
to  it  that,  as  far 
as  possible,  they 
are  supplied  with 


tlie  pure  food  and  medicines  prepared  by 
flic  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

At  any  rate,  such  is  the  case  at  Bolton, 
where  there  is  one  of  the  very  latest  and 
attractive  chemist’s  shops  to  be  found  in- 
side or  outside  the  movement,  and  where 
there  is  installed  one  of  the  most  youthful 
and  enterprising  managers  in  the  person  of 
.Mr.  F.  B.  Hirst,  who  carries  tlie  diploma 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  is  a Freeman 
of  the  City  of  London,  and  a Fellow  of  the 
Society  of  Opthalmic  Opticians.  Mr.  Hirst 
came  from  York  Society  to  Bolton.  At  both 
places  he  has  made  his  influence  felt,  but 
latterly  at  Bolton,  as  the  women  members 
know,  he  has  taken  the  keenest  interest  in 
pushing  the  virtues  of  “ Nutrix.” 

Speaking  to  our  representative  a few  days 
ago,  Mr.  Hirst  said : 


“ Co-operation,  with  its  great  ideals,  is 
faced  with  many  problems,  and  wot  the  least 
its  duty  to  the  young.  Faced  with  all 
the  industrial  difficulties  of  to-day,  the  tiny 
mites  are  apt  to  be  forgotten.” 

But  on  looking  round  the  fine  shop,  or.e 
felt  that  Mr.  Hirst  has  not  forgotten  them, 
for  there  in  one  corner  was  a special  show 
of  “Nutrix”  and  a baby’s  weighing 
machine. 


“Yes,”  said  Mr.  Hirst,  “‘Nutrix’  does 
brighten  the  outlook.  Mothers  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  will  welcome  it  once  they 
know  about  it.  and  co-operators  arc  to  be 
( congratulated  on  a production  which  is 
second  to  none  in  quality  and  price.  It 


should  be  seen  in  every  branch  store  in  the 
country.” 

Here  my  attention  was  drawn  to  a special 
leaflet  advertising  the  virtues  of  “ Nutrix.” 
to  the  weight  charts,  and  to  a special  chil- 
dren’s “ Triple  Emulsion  ” of  Mr.  Hirst's 
own  prescribing. 

“ But  bow  often,”  I observed.  “ our  own 
productions  are  only  supplied  when  asked 
for,  and  otherwise  neglected!” 

“That  is  the  point,”  replied  Mr.  Hirst; 
“ and  that  is  why  I am  specially  interesting 
mothers  in  ‘ Nutrix.’  In  fact,  I am  speak- 
ing to  midwives  about  it,  and  nurses  ar£ 
being  asked  to  test  it.” 

“ Why,”  I remarked,  “ you  seem  to  be 
running  an  infants’  welfare  department, 
what  with  your  weight  and  showcards,  and 
your  posters  asking  mothers  to  consult  the 
stalf  on  any  points  affecting  1 baby’s  ’ wel- 
fare.” 

“ All  ‘ telling  ’ points  in  the  ‘ Nutrix  ’ 
propaganda.”  replied  Mr.  Hirst.  And  sure 
enough  the  weighing  machine  of  the  latest 
pattern  had  been  obtained  from  the 
C.W.S.,  together  with  the  scales  and  special 
basket. 

But  Mr.  Hirst  had  gone  one  further  by 
supplying  handbills  setting  forth  the  advan- 
tages of  a pfire  milk  supply-  through 
“ Nutrix,”  which  are  distributed  by  the 
staff  when  sales  are  made.  “ When  the 
mother  comes  to  buy.  that  is  the  chemist’s, 
opportunity,”  said  Mr.  Hirst.  “ By  his 
training  and  professional  status,  by  bis  per- 
sonal interest  and  knowledge,  the  chemist 
is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place  for 
‘Nutrix’  propaganda.” 

And  true  it  is,  as  with  everything  else, 
it  is  the  personal  touch  that  counts.  Once 
set  the  ball  rolling,  and  the  rest  is  easy; 
sales  are  assured.  Once  get  the  “new” 
mother’s  confidence,  and  the  good  work  goes 
on.  But  the  time  must  come  when  every 
co-operative  society  must  -have  its  own 
chemist’s  shop — and  the  sooner  the  better. 
It  is  a necessity  to  the  movement. 

Abroad,  particularly  in  . Belgium  and 
Italy,  infaut  welfare  centres  are  attached  to 
the  stores.  Why  cannot  co-operative 
chemists  in  Great  Britain  show  more  in- 
terest in  the  young  generation,  who,  if 
needs  be,  should  be  fed  on  patent  foods 
made  at  our  own  factories  “and  at  our  own 
dairies.  “ The  Mother,  the  Child,  and  the 
Chemist!”  That  must  be  a future 
co-operative  slogan.  A.  B.  T. 


ECONOMY  AND  WASTE. 

REDUCE  TAXATION  ON  FOOD  STUFFS  AND  WAR 

LOAN  INTEREST. 


“ Politics  mean  the  science  of  govern- 
ment,” said  Mrs.  Proudfoot  (Lancashire 
Sectional  Council  member),  when  speaking 
at  the  Rochdale  District  Conference,  held 
at  Castleton  on  Saturday  last.  And  taxes, 
she  continued,  form  the  chief  sources  of 
supply  for  the  carrying  on  of  government. 

To-day  tea  is  taxed  iod.  to  Is.  on  every 
pound,  and  where  before  the  war  the  tax 
on  sugar  was  only  Is.  5d.  per  cwt.,  to-day 
it.  is  more  than  £1.  True,  the  Government 
required  money,  but  they  seemed  to  think 
the  only  way  of  securing  this  is  by  taxing 
the  people’s  foodstuffs.  But  why  not  award 
3*  per  cent,  to  those  with  large  sums  in  War 
Bonds  ? This  would  reduce  taxation  on  food- 
stuffs. We  are  practically  a bankrupt  nation, 
said  Mrs.  Proudfoot,  but  will  not  admit 
ii . A flagrant  example  of  false  economy  was 
the  housing  scheme.  In  1913,  800  houses 
were  required  in  Colne,  but  only  two  hun- 
dred were  promised.  This  number  even- 
tually dwindled  down  to  fifty-six.  Yet  the 
people  plead  for  homes. 

After  referring  to  the  evils  of  the  Geddes 
“Axe”  and  education,  especially  referring 
to  the  nursery  schools,  the  speaker  went  on 
to  deal  with  Russia,  a country,  she  said, 
progressing  in  her  efforts  to  lead  people  into 
the  light.” 

Here  are  some  cold  facts,  said  Mrs.  Proud- 
foot.  Two  thousand  five  hundred  people 
own  more  than  half  the  land,  and  have  115 
representatives  in  Parliament.  And  the 
British  Federation  of  Industries,  comprising 
20.000  manufacturing  firms,  with  a capital 
of  £5,000,000,000,  has  150  members  in  the 
House.  The  co-operative  movement  has  one. 
“Women,”  she  concluded,  “you  can  turn 
an  election.  Use  your  votes.”  Emphasising 
the  need  of  a workers’  press,  Mrs.  Proud- 
foot urged  support  for  the  national  “ Daily 
Herald  ”,  and  the  periodicals  published  by 
the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society. 

Clever  Children  and  Scholarships. 

■ i (Castletoii)  asked  if  the  Geddes 

Axe  ’ ’ had  not  been  raised  because  the 
workers  were  beginning  to  think  for  them- 
selves. The  answer  was  “ Undoubtedly ." 

Mrs.  Greenwood  (RoelUhile)  advocated  eefi- 
tral  schools  for  children' 1 twelve- and', thirteen- 
years  of  agb.  where  they  could  continue 
sintly,  instead'Jof  “ marking  time”  in  the 
elementary  schools.  ' 

1 8 fWvwood  Delegate  said  they  had  “ high 
top  classes.”  with  an  entrance  examination, 
■inese  relieved  pressure  on  secondary  schools. 


Mrs.  Penny  (Bury)  said  “ sixty  scholars, 
one  teacher,”  was  monstrous,  when  a mili- 
tary establishment  had  217  teachers  for  280 
cadets. 

After  Mrs.  Standring  (Heywood)  had  sup- 
ported nursery  schools,  Mrs.  Hoyle  (Roch- 
dale) said  creches  were  necessary  for  chil- 
dren of  three  and  four  years.  If  the  people 
were  barred  education,  then  tlie  Empire 
would  indeed  fall.  Scholarships  had  to  be 
supplemented  by  too  great  a sum  for  work- 
ing parents  to  bear.  Clever  children  did  not 
benefit  as  they  ought  by  scholarships. 

Comrade  Jim  M'Louglxtrey  (Castleton 
Comrades’  Circle),  making  his  “maiden” 
speech,  said:  -‘If  the  Government  spent 
more  instead  of  less  on  education,  the  re- 
turns would  be  more  profitable. 

Workers  and  War  Savings. 

Mrs.  Taylor  (Rawtenstall)  thought  exami- 
nations were  not  fair. 

Mr.  Bowker  (Heyweod) : There  is  no 
greater  influence  than  that  of  a mother. 
Talk  of  three  or  four  children  being  too 
many  for  a woman  to  manage.  How  did 
those  fare  in  the  old  days  with  their  families 
of  ten  and  twelve.?  The  working  classes 
have  war  savings  certificates  as  well  as 
school  children,  and  it  would  be  a breach  of 
promise  to  reduce  the  interest. 

Mrs.  Greenwood  (Rochdale)  explained  it 
was  only  advised  to  lop  off  tlie  interest  from 
those  possessing  over  £5.000  in  War  Bonds. 

Mrs.  Proudfoot,  replying,  said:  If  the 
Government  was  out  for  true  economy, 
nursery  schools  would  be  established  in 
every  town.  Personally,  she  advocated  the 
abolition  of  scholarships,  “free  places” 
being  provided  in  all  secondary  schools  for 
capable  children.  Economy  in  the  country 
there  was  not,  but  waste  abounded  in  plenty. 
The  descendants  of  Lord  Nelson  received 
£7,000  yearly.  £100.000  was  paid  to  forty- 
two  people  who  had  held  Government  posi- 
Fions,  and  £.600,000  went  to  the  King  and 
his  family. 

Mrsu-Moffit  (Castleton).  moving  the  vote 
of  thanks,  said  wliqu  her  girl  won  a,  scliohu- 
sliip,  she  drqw  tlie  attention  of  the  local 
authbfitfes  to  tlie'BicY  'that  very  few  30s. 
per  we*ik  people  received  the  benefits.  Since 
then . hUHTe  had  Leei^.^anted  the  ordinary 

Furness  (CasHeton) 
seconded  and  supported'  the  vote. 

Mrs.  Standring  (Heywood)  occupied  the 
chair,  and  the  welcome  was  extended  by 
Mrs.  Furness  (Castleton)  and  Mr.  Ash- 
worth (Rochdale). 


One  wishes  the  “ Women’s  Pages  ” were 
numerous  enough  to  allow  a full  description 
ot  the  coining-of-age  celebrations  of  the 
Sheffield  and  Ecclesall  Guild  on  March  2nd. 
First  there  was  a real  Yorkshire  tea  in  the 
cafe,  after  which  Mrs.  Gough  (president) 
extended  the  welcome,  and  Mrs.  White 
(secretary)  read  a short  report,  showing 
how  the  Central  branch  since  stnrting  had 
always  taken  a part  not  only  in  the  life  of 
the  society,  but  in  that  of  the  eitv.  Mrs. 
Gough  cut  the  birthday  cake,  which  -was  of 
two  tiers  and  lit  with  twenty-one  coloured 
candles,  nineteen  of  which  were  lit  by  the 
oldest  guild  members  in  turn,  Mrs.  Dews- 
bury, the  National  Guild  president,  light- 
ing the  twentieth.  Then  the  tiny  flames 
were  all  blown  out,  and  the  centre  candle, 
slightly  thicker  than  the  others,  was  lit 
by  Mrs.  Gough. 

Following  this  came  a series  of  toasts  to 
the  Guild,  the  society,  and  the  educational 
committee,  each  moved  and  seconded  by 
Guild  members.  Mr.  Buckley,  replying 
lor  the  society,  stated  how  well  placed  the 
society  wns-finaneially,  and  begged  for  the 
loyal  trading  of  the  members,  and  Mr. 
Longden  (chairman  of  the  educational  com- 
mittee) bore  witness  to  the  valuable  educa- 
tional work  done  in  the  \Yomen’s  Guilds. 
When  an  inquiry  was  made  some  time  pre- 
viously into  the  trade  xlone  per  member*  it 
was  found  that  whilst  the  average  trade 
was'  6s.  6d.  per  week,  that  of  Guild  mem- 
bers was  19s.  6d. 

The  unfurling  of  the  Guild  banner  was 
performed  by  Mrs.  Dewsbury.  who  wished 
the  branch  all  success  on  its  majority. 


The  flag  is  a beautiful  piece  of  needlecraft, 
designed  by  Mr.  Gough*  the  husband  of  the 
president,  and  worked  by  Mrs.  Lockwood, 
a member  of  the  Central  Guild.  Beige 
coloured  silk  poplin  forms  the  ground  work 
on  which  are  the  words:  “ Sheffield  ami 
Ecclesall  Branch.  Women’s  Co-uperntive 
Guild,  founded  1901.”  In  the  centre  is  a 
chaster  of  purple  clematis — the  Yorkshire 
sectional  flower — and  at  the  two.  bottom 
corners  stars  of  hope.  A fringe  of  the 
beige  colour,  and  cords  and  tassels  to  match, 
complete  a very  tasteful  piece  of  work,  of 
which  the  members  are  justly  proud. 

After  a song  by  Miss  Jarman  and  a 
violin  solo  by  Master  Belk,  small  portions 
of  cake  were  distributed  to  everyone,  and 
then  Mrs.  Dewsbury  gave  an  address  on 
“ The  Responsibilities  of  the  Women 
Voter.”  dealing  with  women  as  Guild 
members,  members  of  a society,  and  as 
< itizens. 

By  way  of  finale  tlie  audience  stood  and 
sang"  Auld  Lang  Syne,”  and  those  nub 
too  tired  stayed  to  dance. 


The  members  of  the  Selby  Guild  recently 
had  a visit  from  Mrs.  Matthews  (York),  who 
gave  an  interesting  paper  on  “ The  Guild: 
Its  Organisation  and  Work.” 

Linthorpe  Guild  members  recently  pre- 
sented their  late  secretary  with  a clock  as  a- 
token  of  appreciation  of  four-and-a-half 
years’  service.  Mrs.  Hotham  has  now  been 
elected  to  the  management  board.  She  is 
the  second  guild  secretary  to  he  elected  to 
such  a position. 


THEN  GET  THEM  FROM  THE 

C.W.S.  BIRDIE  BROW  POULTRY  FARM, 

WHERE  THERE  IS  A BREEDING  STOCK  OF  PRIZE  STRAIN  BIRDS. 

DAY-OLD  CHICKS  — SITTING  EGGS  — 

FOR FROM  

Immediate  Despatch.  Record  Laying  Strains. 

Ask  your  Store  Manager  for  a Price  List ; if  there  is  any  difficulty  write  to  C.JI'jS. 
Game  and  Poultry  Section,  Hanover  Street,  Manchester,  for  a copy. 

Love  Amongst  the 
Chickens ! 

Yes,  why  no!  ? Love  ol  good  corn — that’s  where  the  C.W.S, 
supplies  a long-felt  want  with  co-operators  and  their  Birds. 
ASK  FOR  C.W.S.  POULTRY  MIXTURE. 

This  is  adapted  from' an  excellent  advertisement  issued  by  the  Reading  Society. 


“ T>ELAW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  a 
-*•  shoe-shine  that  rivals  sunshine. 
Always  brilliant  and  bright.  The  shine  that 
won’t  come  off.” 

“ HP!)  1 about  to  be  married  ’ couples,  eco- 
nomy  in  house  furnishing.  Use  Pelaw 
Polish  for  Co-operative  Boots  and  save  buy- 
ing mirrors.” 

1%1'ANAGERS  WANTING  HELP  in  the 
delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  the 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Works.  Tyseley.  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 

■pOSTERS  for  educational  committees 
wishful  to  keep  the  co-operative  idea 
to  the  front  are  obtainable  from  the  C.W.S. 
Stationery  Department  at  Manchester.  Ask 
your  manager  to  make  inquiries. 

^PORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
k'~5  the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS  CATA- 
LOGUE from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 

“ rxiHE  PRODUCER  ” is  the  paper  for 
-*•  those  interested  in  the  business 

side  of  the  movement.  Ask  your  store  man- 
ager to  be  shown  a copy.  It  costs  three- 
pence a month— but  is  worth  more,  much 
more. 

'EM  RE  INSURANCE  policies  are  arranged 
for  co-operators  by  the  Co-operative 
Insurance  Secirty  Ltd.,  which  ha?  agencies 
iti  all  'co-operative  centres,  and  is  develop- 
ing a system  of  reaching  co-operators  every- 
where. Members  of  Guilds  are  specially 

invited  to  see  that  Co-operative  Insurance  is 
discussed  at  Branch  meetings;  literature 
and  particulars  will  be  sent  on  application 
to  109,  C’crporation-sireet,  \Manchestei . 

■ROOTS  are  best  polished  when  polished 
with  PEL  AW  POLISH— the  polish 
that  lessens  labour,  secures  tlie  durability 
of  the  leather,  and  adds  to  the  reputation 
of  co-operative  productions.  Ask  for  Pelaw 
Boot  Polish  when  next  at  the  Store.  If  it 
s not  in  stock,  give  a definite  order  for  its 
supply. 

YOU  WANT  LAYERS 
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NOTHING  NEW  UNDER 
THE  SUN. 

M.IVs  INTERESTING  ARGUMENT 

AT  LEEDS. 

An-  excellent  concert  was  given  by  the  Leeds 
Society’s  Orchestral  Band  in  the  People’s  Hall, 
on  Saturday  night  last ; Mr.  R.  H.  Bickerdike 
(educational  committee)  presided  over  a good 
audience.  During  the  evening  an  interesting 
addres3  vy^ta  given  by  Mr.  J_.  Murray,  M.I . fot 
Weal  Leeds. 

Mr.  Murray  began  Iris  speech  by  a reference 
to  the  share  he  had  had  in  promoting  co-opera- 
tion in  Oxford  during  the  time  of  the  war.  He 
ventured  to  remind  his  audience  that  there  was 
nothing  new  under  the  sun,  and  from  this  point 
of  view  the  principle  of  co-operation  was  first 
seen  in  operation  in  the  Carden  of  Eden.  It 
was  a mistake  to  suppose  that  our  co-operative 
forefathers  discovered  co-operation,  the  truth 
really  being  that  events  had  brought  about  a re- 
discovery of  the  principle  and  how  to  apply'  it. 
During  the  period  whilst  this  re-discovery  was 
being  made  a good  deal  of  theoretical  nonsense 
was  talked.  A period  of  change  was  always  a 
troublous  period,  and  when  conditions  of  life 
had  to  be  changed  men  had  to  make  plunges, 
and  either  win  through  or  go  under.  From 
1750  to  1850  was  a century  of  revolution,  and 
when  this  revolution  was  more  or  less  over  and 
tilings  settled  down  a bit,  the  way  was  clear 
for  co-operators  to  start ' their  work,  which 
they  did. 

Speaking  in  some  detail  of  the  causes  which 
had  brought  about  the  recent  war,  and  the 
way  in  which  the  German  people  had  been 
trained  up  in  the  doctrine  of  force,  the  speaker 
said  the  predominant  influence  had  been  that 
of  the  survival  of  the  fittest,  with  its  necessary 
implication  of  strife  and  cruel  discipline  as 
enunciated  by  Karl  Marx. 

Mr.  Murray  argued  that  in  human  society 
a certain  amount  of  self-assertion  was  neces- 
sary. But  these  instincts  of  self-assertion 
required  to  be  mixed  up  with  a certain  pro- 
portion of  sentiment,  if  human  beings  were  to 
be  good  co-operators.  A man’s  hopes,  fears, 
and  conscience  could  not  be  given  up  to  anyone 
else  ; on  the  other  hand,  there  were  certain 
ties  and  loyalties  to  others,  which  completed 
his  dual  character. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Murray  asked  whether 
they  were  serving  their  day  and  generation  to 
the  best  of  their  power.  He  felt  that  true  co- 
operation was  found  in  man  rendering  to  man 
honest  service  for  service  rendered.  Com- 
petition might  endeavour  to  wipe  a man  out 
and  chastise  him  from  time  to  time,  but  with- 
out this  spirit  of  opposition,  manfully  met, 
England  would  not  be  the  country  it  was 
to-day. 


C.W.S.  MALE  VOICE 

CHOIR. 

[Fit om  Our  Musicai.  C'nmc.] 

The  programme  of  the  concert  given  on 
Wednesday,  March  1st,  in  the- Free  Trade 
Hall,  by  the  C.W.S.  Choir,  tcnsisled  mostly 
of  pieces  of  a less  ambitious  kind  than  those 
in  which  the  singers  have  won  their  chief 
triumphs.  Light  music,  however,  often 
tests  performers  in  unexpected  ways,  and 
tlie  excellence  of  the  singing  was  found  in 
the  treatment  of  things  that  often  get  a 
mere  routine  handling.  German’s  “ O 
Fenceful  Night."  for  example,  is  a very 
modest  part-song;  it  aims  at  little  more 
than  a conventionally  reposeful  style.  Given 
as  it  was  under  Mr.  Alfred  Higson’s  direc- 
tion, with  an  Unstressed  tone  and  with  some 
subtlety  of  detail  in  the  tenor  parts,  the 
piece  was  as  effective  as  anything  in  Ihe 
programme. 

Lightness  of  style,  though  of  a far  dif- 
ferent kind,  is  needed,  and  was  attained,  in 
a part-song  entitled  " T he  Hag,"  by  the 
Staffordshire  composer.  S.  E.  Lovatt.  This 
work  is  difficult,  owing  to  its  shifting  colour 
and  tonality.  Mr.  Higson  secured  certain 
effects  ol  a fleeting,  ghostly  order,  suggest- 
ing that  the  choir  has  capabilities  in  more 
out-of-the-way  regions  of  expression  that 
have  not  yet  been  folly  revealed. 

One  of  the  best  things  of  the  evening  was 
the  choir’s  singing  in  Schubert's  “ The 
Night  is  Cloudless,"  for  soprano  solo  and 
male  voices.  What'  we  liked  in  the  render- 
ing was  the  way  in  which  the  chorus  kept 
tiie  tone  quite  unobtrusive  without  letting 
it  become  colourless.  Too  often  conductors 
in  choral  accompaniments  are  satisfied  with 
tlu  general  direction  to  keep  the  tone  down, 
so  it  was  good  to  hear  such  a quiet  yet  fully 
expressive  reading  as  on  this  occasion. 

Miss  Caroline  Hatoliard  was  the  soprano 
soloist,  and  in  the  Schubert  piece  the  un- 
folded effect  of  her  high  notes  and  the  sweet- 
ness of  the  voice  itself  were  very  telling. 
Site  sang  other  solos,  including  the  popular 
‘•One' Fine  Day.”  from  “Madame  Butter- 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


CALENDAR. 


MARCH. 

1.  Northern  Sod  ion . -Son  tli  -D  o rl  iSrit  I).  - In- 1 Con- 
ference, in  the  C'o-upetanw  Hall,  Durham,  ol 
2-20  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion. 
■*  Loyalty";  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  o. 
Riddle  ("sectional  board).  _ 

, Northern  Section.— West  Durham  and  South 
Northumberland  DjstriCI  Conference,  at 
Con-sett.  at  2-45  p.m.  .Subject  lor  discus- 
Sion:  ‘'Loyally";  to  be  introduced  by  Mr. 
E.  Saunders  (Copseft).  , . 

, North  UV-leril  Choral  Arfsocuti.n.-, Annua 
Meeting,  at  the  Co-operative  Institute.  Boll 
House-road,  SDiregrccn,  JBhefiUdd,  at  3 p m. 
Subject  for  discussion  " t'moncrntwe 
Choirs:  Some  Suggestions  for  their  Improve- 
ment and  Development."  Address  by  Mr. 

, NoHhAVetern  Educational  Association.— An- 
nual Meeting,  in  the  United  Methodist 
School,  Railway-street,  ’ChorleV,  nt  J pin. 
Subject  for  discussion  : Group  Work  and 

Organisation."  Address  by  Mr.  s.  Davies. 

, North-Western  Section.— Manchester  District 
Association  : Special  Conference  of  Officials, 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Downing-slreet, 
Ardwick,  Manchester,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject 
for  consideration:  “Co-operative  Societies 

ond  Present-Dnv  Problems";  to  be  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  A.  Ilynd  (secretary,  Fails- 
worth  Society). 

, North-Western  Section.— North  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Victoria-street 
Schools,  Victoria-street,  Blackpool,  at  J p.m. 
Subject  for  consideration  : “ The  C.W.S.  : 

What  it  Does,  and  How  it  Does  It  ; to  he 
introduced  by  Mr.  A.  Varlcy  (director, 
C.W.S.). 

, Southern  Section. — Cambridge  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Newmarket, 
nt  2-45  p.m.  Subject  fov  discussion  : " The 
Present  Position  of  the  Co-operative  .Move- 
ment”; t<5  be  introduced  by  Mr.  W.  1. 
Charter  (C.W.S.  director). 

, Southern  Sectional  Conference,  in  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Room,  Lcman-street,  London,  E.l, 
at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  (or  discussion  : " In- 
tensive Cooperative  Production.”  Speaker, 
Mr.  Fred  Brantley. 

, Women's  Guild.— Nottingham  District  Confer- 
enoe,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Bast  Kirkbv, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for discussion  ! " Capital 
and  Trade."  Address  by  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
(Guild  President). 

Sheerness  Society’s  Education  Department.— 
Week-end  School,  on  the  Society's  Premises, 
Sheerness,  nt  2-30  and  G-I0  p.m.  on  Satur- 
day, and  11  n.m.  and  3 p.m.  on  Sunday 
Lecturer,  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A. 

I.  Women's  Guild.— Airedale  District  Conference, 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Albion-street, 
Leeds. 

u.  Women’s  Guild  (South  Yorkshire  District). — 
Officials’  Classes,  in  the  llodgson-street 
School.  Sheffield,  at  10  a. m.  and  2-20  p.m. 
Teacher,  Mrs.  Butler  (Leeds). 

I.  Midland  Educational  Association.— Annual 
.Meeting,  in  the  Co-operative  Assembly  Room. 
West  Orehurd.  Coventry,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
tor  discussion  : " Education  and  . tlie 

Workers."  Address  by  Mr.  W.  O’Neill- 

„ Men’s  Guild  (Sfan  nester,  Bolton,  ami  Mersey- 
side Districts).— Conference  on  the  Co-opera- 
tive Premises,  Bow-sbreet.  Bolton,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discuss  on  : "Tin  Future  of  tlie 
Men's  Guild.”  Speaker,  Mr.  T.  W.  Merer 

„ North-Western  Section.— Macclesfield,  Crewe, 
nr.d  District  Conference,  in  the  Stockport 
Sunday  School,  Lr-ndon -square.  Stockport, 
nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Prob- 
lems Confronting  the  Movement  To-day." 
Speaker,  Professor  F..  Hall.  M.A. 

„ North-Western  Section.— Culderdule  Di- 


Conference,  under  the  a unices  ,q(  the  Brig- 
house  Society,  at  3 pan.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : “ International  Co-operative  Alliance 
and  International  Trndids."  Address  by 
Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (secticnal  secretary). 

North-Western  Section. — Huddersfield  District 
Conference,  in  the  Mechanics'  Halt,  Long- 
wood,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
"The  Piess  and  the  Pe.pl"."  Paper  by 
Mr.  O.  Biownbill  (president,  N.C.P.S.). 

Southern  Section.— Oxford  District  Confer- 
ence, in  "tlie  Co-operative  Room,  Walton- 
streot,  Oxford,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  V r dis- 
cussion : " A Distributive  Co-operative  So- 

ciety's Balance  Sheet  and  Firahcial  Policy.”- 
Paper  by  Mr.  W.  11-  Lickerish  (s-cr  -tary, 
Banbury  Society). 

Southern  Section.— Surrey  District  Conf.rer.ee, 
in  the  Co-operative  I la'  1,  Wov  Hill,  Ha*le- 
inere,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  diseu-sion  : 
■'  Modern  Problems."  Paper  by  Mr.  F. 
Waters,  .T.P. 

Women's  Guild. — Culderdule  District  Confer- 
date  District  Conference,  in  the  Guild  Room, 
Culver-street,  Halifax,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion:  "Guild  Organisation.” 

Speaker,  Mrs.  Jaques  (Wakefield.  Council 
member). 


CHANGE  OF  WORKING 

PROPOSED. 

EDUCATIONAL  ORGANISATION  IN 
THE  SECTION. 

Proposals  which  will  have  the  effect  of 
reorganising  the  North-Western  Educa- 
tional Association  and  its  work  are  to  be 
submitted  by  the  executive  committee  to 
the  annual  meeting  at  C’horley  on  March 
lltli.  Similar  suggestions  have  been  con- 
sidered previously,  but  no  decision  was 
made.  The  suggestions  are  : — 

1.  That  auxiliary  organisations  be  allowed 
to  affiliate  with  local  groups,  with  or  with- 
out being  affiliated  to  the  association. 

2.  That  the  executive  be  composed  of  one 
representative  from  each  group,  such  repre- 
sentatives to  be  members  of,  and  nominated 
by,  societies  or  auxiliaries  affiliated  to  the 
association. 

3.  That  for  the  present  we  suspend  the 
June  and  December  conferences,  and 
arrange  March  and  September  conferences 
only. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

fly,”  with  a rather  more  calculated  expres- 
sion than  properly  belongs  to  the  music. 
Mr.  Peter  Dawson  gave  finely  Dunhill’s 
“ Sea  Dirge."  and  very  intelligently,  though 
not  quite  with  the  right  dramatic  touch  in 
the  last  stanza,  Lcewe’s  song.  " Edward.’’ 
The  pianoforte  solos  by  Mr.  I'M  ward  Isaacs 
included  two  picturesque  novelties  by 
Furina.  a Spanish  composer  almost  unknown 
here.  Mr.  Isaacs  bad  barely  recovered  from 
severe  illness,  but  there  was  no  lack  of  bril- 
liancy in  any  of  his  playing.  Mr.  Frank 
Greenwood  accompanied  with  his  usual 
efficiency.  _. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTEE 
ALLIED  WORKERS  ThtN.U.D.A.W. 


THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  ’’  Readable  Trad:  Un'-eo 
Taper.  Published  (ortni.’htjv 
• cn  Saturdays).  Price  2d., 
from  bren-li  secretaries,  or  3d. 
roif  free  from  Central  Office— 
•OdJcy,"  Wi.'mslcvv  HuaJ. 
Foltewlierd.  Manclieiler. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


Biggin- 

; t re • t Dover.— Applications- to  stale  age.  previous  ex- 
p -rience,  wages  required,  and  to  be  received  at  .the 
Office  of  the  Societv  not  later  than  Thursday,  March 
16th. ' 

BUTCHERY  SALESMAN  Wanted  at  once;  must  he 
good  cutter  aruL  used  to  quick  trade.— Slate 
age  wage's  required,  with  copies  of  references,  to 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  High-street,  Tuibach;  Port 
Talbot,  Glam.  

COMPETENT  MAN'  Wonted  as  BOOT  REPAIRER 
and  to  take  cliuige  of  retail  department  Under 
general  manager;  business  capable  of  development; 
1.000  members;  North  Wales  district.— Apply,  stating 
ago  and  giving  full  particulars,  to  Box  5V,  " Co-opera- 
tivo  News,"  Mancln  ' 


Drapery  manager  and  buyer.— up-to-date 
MAN  Required  for  remodelled  shop;  weekly 
trade  £100.— State  age,  wages,  and  references,  to  Com- 
mittee. Co-operative  Society.  Andover. 

Km  Lite  ASSISTANT,  20  to  21  yea  is  of  flgi  . trade 
X union  rate  of  wng?s  and  conditions  observed  — 
Apply.  Mar.ugrr.  Dartford  Co-op:  rativ-  Society,  93, 
Kent-read,  Dartford. 

HOLIDAY  HOME.— MATRON  Requires  for  Holiday 
Home  nt  Wolvcy;  duties  are  to  manage  the 
Home,  superintend  the"  stall,  and  be  responsible  tor 
the  arrangements  for  the  reception  and  comfort  of 
visitors.— Applications,  giving  full  particulais  os  to 
age,  experierfee,  references,  and  wages  required,  to  he 
addressed  to  the  Srcietary.  Coventry  and  District  Co- 
operative  Society,  West  Orchard,  Coventry.  Envelopes 
to  he  marked  “ Matron." 


STEAM  LAUNDRY  ENGINEER.— Wanted,  experi, 
enced  MAN;  must  have  thorough  knowledge  of 
boilers,  steam  engines,  liot  and  cold  water  circulation, 
and  general  laundry  plant;  none  but  those  poss.ssing 
these  qualifications  need  apply.— Applications  to  he 
made  in  writing,  adduced  to  the  Secretary,  Biightsiile 
ond  Carbrook  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Kirkbridgc- 
road,  AtterclilTe,  Sheffield,  endiysed  " Laundry  En- 
gineer," stating  age,  wage,  references,  and  giving 
details  of  experience,  not  later  than  March  14th.  Cun- 
vassing  the  Committer  will  be  a disqualificaU 


T 


T 


IHE  Soho  Society  beg  to  thank  all  applicants  for 
the  po-t  of  ASSISTANT  to  General  Manager,  re- 
tlv  advertised,  and  to  state  that  the  situation  has 
"been  filled, 


E Committee  of  llr?  Annesley  Woodhouse  Co- 
operative Sooiely  Ltd.  beg  to  thank  all  appli- 
;t-  for  the  position  of  DRAPERY  ASSISTANT,  and 
ay  the  position  lias  now  been  filled. 


THE  Committee  of  the  Easington  Lone  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Ltd.  desire  to  thank  ull  applicants 
lor  the  position  of  DRAPERY  MANAGER  and  BUYER, 
and  to  intimate  that  the  position  is  now  filled. ■ _ 

WANTED,  smart  SALESMAN  for  Furnishing  De. 

pertinent;  knowledge  of  boots  and  gentlemen's 
outfitting  a recommendation.  Also  smart  MALE 
ASSISTANT  for  Gentlemen's  Outfitting ; good  sales- 
i mm,  stocklieeper,  and  window-dress -r  required. — 
Applications,  stating  age.  experience,  nnd  references, 
to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  St,  Albans-rond,  Watford. 
XTST ANTED,  a competent  FIRST  H AND- fcT  Grocery 
T t Department;  good  Window-dresser;  able  to  take 
Charge  in  manager's  absence. — Applications,  stating 
nge  and  experience,  to  be  in  by  March  14lh,  to  Com- 
mittee, Co-operative  Society,  St.  Bliizev. 

■»^TANTED,  a smart  MAN  to  manage  a Branch  Ship 
VI  -with  Drapeiy , -Boot  and  S'.me,  and  B ■■■spoke 
Tailoring  Departments.— Applications,,  staling  age, 
qualifications,  and  experience,  to  be  rent  in  not 
Intel’  than  Tuesday,  March  14th,  to  Hi?  Stanton  Hill 
Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Stan'.on  'Hill,  near 
Maris  fi  Id. 

ANTED,  DR  A PER  V MANAGERESS,  ui  lei  tin 
W supervision  of  gtn:rul  manager,  for  a society 
of  1,800  members;  central  and  3 branches;  must  be 
keen  saleswoman,  good  stockkeepcr  and  windnw- 
drrsser;  state  nge,  wrges,  expericnc*.  and  give  refer- 
ences.— Applications  to  he  addivs-rd  to  the  Committee, 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  High-street,  Epping,  Essex. 
S'TED,  2 BRANCH  MANAGERS-  tor  Grade  1 


w 


Branches, 


Nottmgh.ui 


and  allied  trades;  animal  sdes,  £7.181  rnd 
£7,565  resp  • lively ; can  be  consul : rably  increased  by 
competent  mid  interested  men;  none  other  need  apply. 
— Aj  ply,  rot  later  than  Monday.  March  13th.  staling 

NetherlVeUI,  Notts. 


PANTED,  bv  the  Kettering  Indmtrid  Co-ojieralivi 
VV  Societv  Limited,  the  - rvices  of  a smart,  com 
petent  MAN  as  DRAPERY  MANAGER  and  BUYER 
tales  last  year  in  Ibis  depai  tmer.t  £36,000. — Applica 
lions,  givirg  full  particulars,  to  be  addressed  to  the 
Office.  King-street,  Kctt-rirg,  endorsed  " Drapery 
'MXTANTED,  !•  i new  deparlment,  a canipe 
T V FEMALE  H EAD-CONFKCTIUN ER.  wilh  good 
knowledge  of  smalls,  fancies,  and  bread;  Rhodes  oven. 
— Applications,  slating  age,  experience,  wage-  required, 
arid  enclosing  t^jpies  of  references,  will  he  received  up 
to  fir-!  post  on  Wednesday.  March  Lti.d,  Industrial 
Lo-op?rative  Society  Ltd.,  Fgreiiionl,  Cumberland. 

ANTED,  a capable  MEAT  SALESMAN'- h r the 
Butchery  Department;  on?  who  is  accustomed 
quick  (rude;  a good  cutter  end  fiontsman  essen- 
tial; N.U.D.A.W.  wages  scale. — Apply,  -tatiig  age, 
experience,  enclosing  copies  of  testimonials  (i(  any), 
to  the  Creat  Griuisbv  Co-operative  Soci 'Ij  L'.d.,  123, 
Frevman-streel,  Grimsby. 


W 


WANTED,  a PORK  BUTCHER  for  the  Butchery 
Departnient ; one  who  can  make  up  smalls,  pork 
l»ies,  sausages,  ar.cl  cooked  meats:  must  b?  thoroughly 
efficient;  N.U.D.A.W.  weg.-s  scale,— Apply,  stating  age. 
experience,  enc-lc-irg  C'j/.es  of  testimonials  (if  any), 
to  the  Great  Griiiisbv  Co-operative  Scx-iety  Ltd.,  123, 
Freeman-street;  Grimsby. 


WANTED.  DRAPERY  MANAGERESS  and  BUYER. 

— Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  wage 
required,  and  references,  to  the  Weymouth  and  Dis- 
trict Co-operative  Society,  26,  Park-si  reet,  not  later 
than  Thursday,  March  16th. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


S' 


OUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.). — Write  for  arlistes 
t.<  It  HinnERP.  66.  Great  Prescott-str^et,  London.  El. 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 
I^PILL  CARTER'S  *'  MERRTE  MIMICS.”  Always 
W a success.  A show  built  to  please.  Reper- 
toire pro.:  terms  mod.— 15.  Wnrwick-street,  Hulme, 
Manchester. — Tel.  1163  Central. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


— 


ALL  CO-OPERATIVE  CLERKS 

should  tt'.OBt  to  the 

FOOD  AND  DISTRIBUTIVE  CLERICAL  GUILD 

of  tae  Katitnal  Union  of  Clerks  and  Adudni  itrstite  Workers 
The  Guild  consist*  entirely  of  cler!i9  in  theac  trades, 
and  Is  rno  solely  in  their  interests,  thus  ensuring  that 
their  requirements  arc  fully  nnderstooi. 

for  further  particulars  apply 
Orfaeistr,  " 0AKDFLL,"  WAR  STOCK,  BIRMINGHAM. 


BUYERS.  WARE 

1\  HOUSEMEN.  CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply. 
John  Ti  rxer,  General 'Secretary . National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assi-tatit*.  Waieluai--emen,  and  Clerk’. 
Dilke  House,  ^iulet-stfyet.  L.indon.  W.C1 

BAKERS.— ajciettes  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  roqutrfilg*  Operative  Baker-  of  any  grade 
ate  requested  to  apply  to  W.  BtNrtElu,  General  S>vr— 
tary,  Amulg.imated  Union  of  Operative  Bitter:  and  Con- 
flict ioiicrs,  67.  Sydney -si reel,  London.  S.W.  

CHANGE,  south  pro- 
lififl  in  pndnetion.  di-tnlm- 
i — - . I to  handlii'it  i'orkiii-'  auto- 

„i.  .Co.-,, ..  »,a 


BAKEBY-  M a Nag):  it 

furred^  fully  -’qua I 


B 


AKER  and  CONFECTIONER; 
well  up  in  bread,  cakes,  smalls,  ic 
good  refs. — Box  42.  " Compare 


l we  New  M . 


D 


RAPERY  MANAGER  and  BUYER,  expert  wii 
. desire,  CHANGE;  vote  alert  on. 
l afraid  of  work;  over  12  years’  .- 
first-cln-<»  reh  i ■ : e Box  56.  " C '-o 


1 ROGER Y AND  PROVISIONS.— YOUNG 
r sires  SITUATION;  12  year-’  eo-.peran 
X' ; oisergaged;  23;  good  reft leine.-. — Box 
?rative  News,"  Manchester. 


SECRETARY  or  CHIEF  CLERKSHIP  Rfquired  by 
fullv -qualified  MAN;  15  yea. s'  owpeialiv-  office 
experience  with  Yorksiiire  s-  < iety  ; able  to  pre|nirc 
balance  .sheet,  includii  g (tepartmentul  working,  and 
all  returns  necessary.— Replies  in  confidence  to  Box 
58,  • •Co-opcndive  News,"  Mcmhcsicr. 


TO  COMMITTEES  SEEKING  A FIRST-CLASS 
GROCERY  MANAGER.— Experienced,  Mincessful 
■MANAGER  would  he  pten- :d  to  lake  up  a re*|>oiHible 
position  in  Ecurt  Anglia;  well  introducetl ; excellent 
credentials;  plenty  of  energy  agd  initiative;  aged  42; 
disengaged  end  of  Maroli.-”  Manager,"  " Co  operative 
News,”  Manchester. 

WANTED,  Situation  us  GROCERY  BKAN't  II  MAN- 
AGER or  SHOPS  SUPERVISOR  under  grocery 
buyer;  14  years'  co-operative  experience;  c^fovigli 
understanding  of  grocery  business  and  advertising; 
good  refs.;  change  required. — Box  51,  "Co-operative 
News.”  Manchester. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A TTENTION. — Your  window-  will  compel  attention 
d you  use  PAPER  LETTERS.  Patterns,  mid 
method  of  cutting  them,  2’.  post  free.—"  Primo 
(Dept.  B.),  27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 

DEViiNSHIRE  f Mil  l Ell  t REAM,  the  real  Hung. 

fiuuous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
1 r'.il  Society  l.td.  110.  Sid  w ell  ■ - 1 rc.-l , Kxetm 

FOR  SALE,  one  30-cwt.  " lteo  ” MOTOR  LURRY 
in  excellent  nmuir*  order;  good  strong  body, 
complete  with  cab;  licence  paid  to  ond  of  year;  any 
trial  allowed;  price  £250  for  qir.ck  sole.— Co-operative 
Society,  Scarborough. 


FUR  SALE,  thiee-to:i  MOTOR  LURRY,  "Kelly"; 

£380;  owners  Have  no  fuith  r us*  foi  same;  in 
excellent  condition.-Furlh. r particulars  frem  the 
Meltcn  Mowbray  Co-operative  S -oiety  Ltd. 

I THIEE  — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
. address;  also  particular-  of  money  "'“•‘"'2  sP®r’-’' 
agency  — E.  Rl'  IIK*Hi»,  8 and  ' 1 ' • **'**• 

INCREASE  TRADE  ATTltAt  1T\K  TINTED  DIS- 
PLAY LETTERING;  melhod  and  patterns,  2-  9d. 
Complete  business  outfit  to  form  any  wording,  figure--, 
Ac..  6s.  6(1.  post  free.— Conway,  Wray »bur.v,  Bucks. 

NON-SMELLING  FIRELIGHTERS. 
tyo  PACKETS;  17s.  po=s  packets : 


Address,  Firelight  Supplies,  Goi 


, Manchest' 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Condiiiorib.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 
g1T\—  GUICVr  HOME.  l'ENMAENMAVVH,  N.  WALES. 

OPEN  l«  Ml:  b«*  >»•<*;  SOJ  8“ 

guest-,  glorious  lime;  ideal  lor  co-operau»r.-. 
Stamp  lor  syllabus.  


AY 


TIARF  SITE,  BARKING  < REEK.  AHJOf 
NEW  LONDON  MAIN  ROAD.  - \1inuW2i  . 
nni  r.  \ 800  feet  ■ ! river  Ir  iitege;  part  o 


YY 


et,  lend  n.  E(  A 


’ANTED,  nil  Co-operate. rs  wl 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial 


•eds  lo  DINE 
ive  Society’* 


* ' Quality  is  Right.  Prices  are  Biyli* . 
Note  "the  Address : ALBION  STREET. 


Willie 


>rk 


Wf  INTER.  1922-— E 

, i...]p“-  'tT.'i'ijliV  m’™"‘  "’..lii’.N.N-  rv.l'l'i;  i:  |!l 

NITURE.  SHOP  and  OFFICE  FIITINGS  and  Si 
PLIES  of  all  kind-  — Midland  Woidworker.  Ltd.  (Pro 
duclive  Society),  Bristol: t reet,  Bininngham. 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


A SPECIAL 
CHEAP  LINE. 

T.H.  TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

EsrABUSHCO  1887- 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 

are  giving  tvery  satisfaction.  This  U proved 
by  the  Increase!  Repeat  Orders  that  are 
coming  in.  If  you  have  not  got  a Cata- 
logue, please  write  for  cne. 
Manufacturers  and  furnisher*  of  Appli- 
ance* for  “ Excelda ” Check  System, 
that  has  proved  successful  a;  Barnsley. 


M.ikh  11,  lSt>2. 
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Aids 

Digestion. 


Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and- 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

HoMIS 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  Hie  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HOVIS  is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


S 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEBOPE 

Brand. 


Address:  SPEROPE  BOOT  MAN  VF  AOTURERS 
LTD  . BAR  WELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


VOLE  BAKER  BAKES  IT. 


HOLYOAKE  Brand. 


HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

_ Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tlio  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


“ X.L,"  " Eccles,"  “ Climax,"  and  other  Cheek  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Brandies:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastlo-on-Tvne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Bd„  London,  W.l. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  - 


PORTABLE 

OVENS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH./ 

Telephone  : PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegram;  : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Offices:  K1NGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGS  WAY,  LONDON.  W.C,2,  Works:  W1LLE5DEN 
JUNCTION.  LONDON.  NAV.  10.  and  PETERBOROUGH,  Branches:  70.  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW,  72.  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


3 b b n a a a . — Xofje  Reliable  Ji.ome  S)yes.  — 

DRUMMER 


■ DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


Send  fo* gREE  BOOXLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


8 BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON. 

B f 1 Makers  of  Sdges  “£)olly  531ue”  & “ZDolly  (Bream.’ 


YOU  ARE  NOT 
GETTING  the 


DCQT  IN  DYEING 
DLOI  * CLEANING 


J* 


Onless  the  L.D.W.  are  doing  your  work- 

"eui  CO-OPEfiATIVE  SERVICE. 

(Best  in  the  Country) 


LEICESTER  DYE  WORKS, 

Tel.  1985.  Cardigan  St.,  LEICESTER. 


Is  thcBOOfc?  fo.jfe 

I W Boys  wr ", 

V SiiimT  : Re  liable  J 

y’  BcstVaIuc 

wW-AWlt  by  tkc 

Crdmptoa  BoorMvutto^  > 

W*  tl  \\  inks , 


“Cbe  Ideal” 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialcy  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  cf  Ox'ord  Shirtings,  GranJrclIes,  Flannelette, 
Silesias,  Linencttes,  Lustres,  & Silhete:n  Linings ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Boyal 
Exchange,  No.OPillar.  Tel.: National, Manchester. 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHF.TH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington  ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowlixg.  Clock  Golf.  Croquet. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lahcs. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  : : : : Moderate  in  Price. 

MANUFACTVSED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works.  Droylsdon.  I 


WANTED,  e 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  B'„r  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Socitty  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Lttk,  Stafforishirt. 

H/f* oyefkWm  ase.  BooUOIo.toc 
‘t  iR*lora,,  Button-Mole  Twist.  &c.  Bindlnea 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : Th»  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies.  I 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  Of  tho  Ltd,  • 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies'  Boots  & Shoes 

Tho  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  tho  Trade  Union  Stump-, 

EQUITY  WORKS.  We.st«rn  Road. 

» Leicester. 

Branch  Warehouse . 8,  With,  Grore,  Manchester,  .5 


Thomson’s  fSTSSj  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Hills,  HUDDERSFIELD.  J 

Sole  Agents : Tha 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies* 
-if 

PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOILA  (Rtgd.')  f 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds,  , 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  had  at  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 
Please  aik  fjr  them. 


M 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND 

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known. 
CO- OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTKK 
OF  QUALITY 

and 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


t 


L 


-- ®-* 


*-  ® ® ♦ ® ® ♦ © ^ 


® Ask  at 
1 Your  Store 
for 


Coso  Cocoa 


“The 

Cocoa  with 
a Charm.” 


AND  GET 


COUPON  COLLECTING  HABIT. 


J&D  -i'/i'fAJlj’iO-O: 


, __  iaofu  t toC  li  ; . of,  .... 

Leading  to  ■Tree-  :&oxes  of  Chocolate  are  included 


with  the  Coso  Cocoa. 


®-©~. . .. 


® ® ® ® ♦ ® ♦ ® ® ♦ @ ^ 


► ©♦©♦©-a 

i hlli  U 
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<3cod  Understandings — _ 

WHEATSHEAF  BOOTS 

Sold  at  all  Stores. 


&9S Wm 


Makch.ii,  i<e_\ 


LATEST  FROPfl 

EVERYWHERE. 

MOTOR  OILS,  &c. 

Jyow  that  co-operative  societies  through- 
out the  countiv  are  large  owners  ol  motor 
vehicles  for  commercial  purposes.  spctiiU  in- 
tercut attaches  to  the  facilities  which  the 
C'.W'.S.  is  offering  for  the  equipment  and 
better  running  of  motor  lorries  and  vans. 
Traffic  managers  know  that  at  the  motor 
tyre  department  of  the  C’.W'.S.  at 
Birmiujzha-nv,  are  large  stocks  ol  TYKta 
from  which  prompt  despatch  can  be  made 
in  case  of  emergency.  Now  the  C.W  .S.  soap 
works  is  coming  to  the  aid  ot  those  respon- 
sible Tor  motor  vehicles  in  the  eo-Op:rative 
movement,  and  is  sending  out  lubricating 
oils  and  greases  of  high  degree.  Among  the 
special  oils  that  are  supplied  trom  our  own 
works  are  thqse  for  light  or  heavy  ma- 
chinery. motor  gears,  high  or  low  pressure 

• cylinders,  crank  * lmnibers  and  ardcs ; 
whilst  for  motor  cylinders  three- grades  are 
prepared : — No.  1 for  l'crds,  No.  .3.  for 
summer,  and  No.  2 fur  winter.  In  addition 
to  this,  the  C’.W’.S.  is  also  supplying  sewing 
machine  oil,  gas  engine  oil,  compressor  oil, 
wheel  grease,  and  motor  grease.  Managers 
can  thus  increase  their  loyalty  to  the  move- 

' mc-nt  and  secure  the  effective  running  of 
their  machinery  and-their  motor  vehicles. 

ON  THE  ROAD. 

From  the  C’.W’.S.  Cycle  Works  at  Tyseley. 
Birmingham,  comes  : a 1922  catalogue  of 
V Federation  ” cycles.  This  should  be  seen 
by  every  cu-operator  who  has  a cycle  or  is 
anxious  to  obtain  one,  for  the  prices  and  the 
specifications' cdWfeined  should  do  much  to 
assure  the  movement  that  the  C.W.S.  cycle 
should  he  fully  successful  on  the  road.  'I  he 
catalogue  aho  gives  a few  helpful  hints  with 
r-egarcl  io  technical  jxiints  in  maintaining 
the  reliability  cf  the  machine. 

Among  the  distinctive  points  of 
‘^Federation  " cycles  it  should  be  noted  that, 
all  parts  are  standard  and  interchangeable, 
that  the  main  tubes  me  mamimr lured  lnm 
( hr-'  • A ” tubing,  all  steering  columns  are 
butted,  and  that  the  types  fitted  to  the 
•“  Federation  ” cycles  are  manufactured 
under  a new  process  which  prevents  any 
• superficial  cracking.  _ 

Tl^ese  machines  are  viewable  at  all  C .W  .S. 
depots,  and  furnilune  managers  of  <o- 
operntive  srcielies  wishing  to  give  variety 
to  their  windows  and  bring  custom  to  the 
stores,  should  order  at  least  one  of  each  of 
the  half-dozen  machine's  in  order  to  develop 
or  to  start  a business  tlmt  should  quickly 
run  to  gcod  proportions. 

Fjvei.v  cue-operative  society  should  aim  at 
making  itself  fully  ■comprehensive  to  meet 
the  demands  of  its  members  in  all  directions. 

The  C.W.S.  sports  department  has  well 
prepared  to  cater  for  all  classes  of  sport, 
including  ten.nis,  cricket,  running,  ami 
athleliis  generally;  so  that  managers 
desirous  of  extending  their  business  should 
keep  in  <lcse  consultation  with  both  the 
spurts  and  cvcla  departments  of  the  C.W.S., 
in  order  to  have  a lull  opportunity  of  cater- 
ing for  Bn  si  i ic  < which  at  present  is  largely 
passing  the  stores. 

FURNITURE  CREAM. 

W'k  have  lately  published  several  testi- 
monials from  various  coscihm:i  tors  with 
regard  to  the  good  qualities  of  several 
C’.W'.S.  productions.  The  other  day  the 
works  at  Pc  law  received  an  unsolicited 
tribute  to  one  of  its  specialities,  which  is 
1 -^tpi.  only  a recognition"  of  the  merits  of  the 
•F'AY.S.  productive  enterprises,  hut  also  sug- 
T^rsts  that  co-i-i- :m -a lion  can  make  headway 

• hi  the  further  outposts  of  the  British 
.Empire  as  soon  as  it  is  ready.  The  manager 

oj  a Ycrkshiiv  Society  had  a sister  wlm  is 
living  in  Arstralia,  and  who  r iillv  | aid  a 
\ Fit  to  England.'  During  her  sin  • :-lie  bad 
occasion  to  use  C.VV.S.  Furniture  Cream. 
“ .My  .sister,"  writes  the  manager.  ■*  was  so 
struck  with  the  polish  that  she  included  a 
battle  in  her  luggage  when  i 'turning  last 
August  to  Ail'll  alia . W’o  have  sim-e  received 
a letter  to  say  that  sh?  desires  a few  bottles 
sent,  as  she  cnr.not  find  nnyrhing  in 
Au-ii, ilia  to  mme  near  it.  Now,  sir.  tli is  is 
absolute  truth  and  has  not  been  engineered 
in  any  way.  and  1 was  so  struck  that  I 
thought  it  worth  while  to  tell  you  ibe  story. 
• Give  praise  where  it  is  due."  And  give  trade 
where  it  is  deserved.  J}uy  C'.W'.S.  Furniture 
and  use  C'.W'.S.  Furniture  Cream. 


T ACTIC  C^TIEFSE  spreads  like  butter, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C’.W’.S. 
specialities.  Ask  for  it  in  your  local  shofa. 

CMOKi.i’.S  should  buy  the  C.W’.S.  NAVY 
^ CTT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  C’.W’.S.  always. 

jjiSVONIA  SERGES  are  the  productions 
' of  the  Buckfastleigh  Mills  of  the 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not,  why  not?  They  are  real  co-operative 
■productions,  Al. 

TO*  ASSES  OK  FISH  sent  daily  from  the 
C’.W’.S.  fish  station:  Lowestoft.  Ask 
the  manager  of  your  own  store  to  arrange 
for  a trial  order  at  3s.  or  2s. 
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When  vour  lad  becomes  16  let  him  take  up 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

through  the  CAV.S.iScction. 

The  Local  Secretary  will  tell  you  about  it. 


The  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  Ltd. 

is  offering 


PRODUCED  AT  THE  C.W.S. 
WEAVING  SHED  AT  BURY, 

■ AT 

Id. 

ig  per  yard 

v'  * 

through  the  distributive  societies 
of  the  country. 

Ask  at  your  Store  for 
C.W.S.  Bleached  Calico, 

35  inches  wide. 

C=®Q0e©©=3 

This  is  a special  offer,  and  this 
announcement  will  not 
b:  repeated. 


r 


Sweets  are  Sweetest 
when  from  the  (2.W.S. 


WATCH  YOUR  STORE  COUNTERS 
for  C.W.S.  SWEETS.  ■ 


ms  They  should  be  to  the  Front,  ss 


CM  TALOCUES  OUT  A IXAVl.K, 

by  commit  lees  interested  in  making  use 
oj  the  road,  on  afiplicalion  to  the 

C.W.S.  CYCLE  WORKS, 

TYSELEY,  BIRMINGHAM. 

(a)  Cycle  Carriers  for  delivery. 

(b)  Motor  Tyres— for  vehicle*  ured  in  commercial 
purposes.  Tl  is  ih.uldbc  filed  in  ectij  Cv-apcrat.uc 
Traffic  Office. 

(c)  The  Federation  Motor  Cycle. 

(d)  The  Federation  Cycle*— Ladies’and  Cent*’, 


PELAW  LIQUID 
METAL  POLISH 

IS  THE  . BEST  FOR 
ALL  METAL  WORK. 


Foe  the  1922  season  the  C.W.S.  l. 
Cycle  Works  has  perfected  its  ■ 

t CO-OPERATIVE 

CYCLE 

CARRIER 


This  is  designed  on  sound  lines  and 
the  frame  is  of  best  quality  class  A 
tubing  to  withstand  the  rough  usage 
such  carriers  often  get  from  the 
sturdy  youths  to  whom  they  arc 
entrusted. 


The  Price  has  been  Reduced  i 

from  Twelve  Guineas  to 

£10  15s.  1 

j 

with  the  society's  own  name  painted  <■ 

in  a way  that  constitutes  a splendid  J 
travelling  advertisement. 

Committees  and  Manners  wishful  of  securing  this  ; 
prompt  delivery  should  send,  with  the  order,  the 

particular  wordingtbey  desire.  j 

And  the  Price  is 

Only  £10  15s. 


are  the  cigarettes  to  ; -k 
for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  the  Idler) 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 
fT E D ERA TIO X MXF- RAISING  FLOl'K 
is  famous  in  the  Lanca -hire  di-in;' 
and,  housewives  proclaim  that  there  is 
none  better";  and  that's  the  fact.  . 


GEBV1CE  CYCLE  CARRIER  lor  gr 
‘butcheiing.  and  biikery  dr-narwu-n 
made  at  the  C.W.S,  Cycle  YYurk'.  ’I>  • 
Birmingham.  Co-operative  good-.  should  o® 
delivered  by  co-operative  carriers. 
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SHAKE  OFF  THAT  DEPRESSION.— See  page  8. 


c.w.s. 

JAM 

IS 

THE  JAM 

For  Cc- operators. 

Always  asl(  for 

C.W.S.  JAM. 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  - S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYA.  Y 

AT  THE  Six..  . 


No.  2,651.  No.  15 1 New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  March  18,  1922. 


PRICE  . ■"'‘EXCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper. 


SEE  YOUR  OWN  COUNTRY 
* ON  A 


FEDERATION  CYCLE 

You  gel  on  it.  and  you  get 
dividend  on  it  (rom  your  Store. 


Send  to  C.W.S.  Cycle  Works.  Tyseley, 
Birmingham,  for  price  list ; or  ask  you? 
manager  to  get  one  for  you. 


Co-operative 
Insurance 
Society  Ltd. 

Joint  Insurance 
Department. 

C.W.S.  & S.C.W.S. 


Premium  Income — £1,500,000. 
Insurance  Funds — £1,500,000. 

Over  1,000  claims  are  Being  dealt 
with  every  week. 


CHIEF  OFFICE : 

109,  Corporation  Strret,  Manchester. 
BRANCH  OFFICES : 

GLASGOW— S3,  Morrison  Street. 
NEWCASTLE-UPON  TYNE-84,  Westmorland  Road. 
LONDON— 14,  Rel  Lion  Square,  Holborn,  W.C,  I. 
EDINBURGH -4a,  St  Andrew  Squire. 

CARDIFF  114  116,  St  Mary  Street. 

DUBLIN -3,  Commercial  Builcingr,  Dame  Street. 
LEEDS— Crown  Clumbers,  9,  Albion  Street. 
BIRMINGHAM— 16,  Persbore  Street. 

NOTTINGHAM -CW.S.  Depot,  Friar  Lane. 
PLYMOUTH -Plymouth  Chambers. 


EXCURSIONS 

— BY  — 

RAIL  or  ROAD 

arc  being  organised 

by  the  C.  W.  S.t 

‘ : : through  the  : : 

Manchester  Stationery 
Department. 

O 

ANYWHERE  to 
. . . ANYWHERE 


ANOTHER  EFFORT  TOWARDS  UNION. 

MANCHESTER  AND  DROYLSDEN  PROPOSE  TO 

AMALGAMATE. 

A WORD  FOR  THE  PROJECT. 

[“  Co-operative  News”  Special.] 


It  is  a distinctly  co-operative  maxim 
that  two  societies  shoQld  nst  persist  in 
doing  the  work  that  one  might*  do;  for  the 
one  will  almost  certaml/  do  it  better  than 

the  two.—"  Oo-cpSrtftive  News.” 

Onoe  that  sinks  into  Che  heart  of  every 
committeeman,  every  official,  nffil  every 
member,  overlapping  w ill  be  a thin;'  <*f  the 
past,  and  the  movement,  treed  horn  an  :\dr 
mitte:l  • hackle,  will  move  forward  much  more 
rapidly  towards  its  goal.  Internecine  waiv 
hue  never  did,  ai'd  never  will,  do  i group 
of  societies  any  good.  Not  only  dees  it  keep 
them  from  making  the  progress  they  other- 
wise would,  but  it  means  a broken  front  to 
the  c omnicoi  enemy. 

Edinburgh,  Leeds,  and  Belfast  can  get 
along  with  only  ono  society;  why,  then, 
cannot,  say  Manchester  and  Glasgow? 

The  wants  of  co-opera  ter,  and  the  keen- 
ness r.f  competition  are  pretty  much  the  same* 
in  one.  town  as  in  another.  Fhe  population 
of  Manchester  may  be  bigger  than  Leeds  or 
Edinburgh,  but  a well-managed  and  emci- 
> wising  society  uuul.l  just  a*  so  ul  cater  for 
thirty  tlum  vand  people  as  ten  or  twenty 
thousand. 

Private  Traders'  Paradi?c. 

Manchester  is  peculiarly  situated  from  a 
.co-operative  point  of  view.  Eight  or  nine 
societies  can  be  found  operating  within  a few 
miles  of  the  Town  Hall,  and  yet 

in  the  centre  of  the  city  it  is  impossible 
to  have  a cup  of  tea  or  buy  a yard  of 
ribbon  without  patronising  the  private 
trader. 

The  Manchester  and  Sal  ft  id  Society,  deter- 
mining that  these  things  should  not  be,  two 
or  three  years  ago  purchased  some  buildings 
oil  Piccadilly,  but-the  committee  cannot  open 
out  until  the  lenses  of  the  present  occupiers 
expire,  winch  won’t  be  for  another  year  or 
two.  Then  patseTs  by  will  see  what  they 
never  have  seen — the  name  of  a co  operative 
society  over  shops  in  the  main  street  of  the 
town.  Meanwhile,  the  eight  or  nine  socie- 
ties are  buoy  sowing  and  reaping  indis- 
criminately over  an  area  which  could  com- 
fortably be  covered  if  not  by  one  at  least  by 
two  or  three. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  bring 
the  societies  together,  hut  just  when  success 
seemed  imminent  first  one  and  then  another 
society  stated  that  it  could  not  go  oii  with 
the  idea,  and  the  whole  solieme  fell  through. 
Ouly  two-anmlgamationists  remain  in  the 
field—  Manchester  and  Salford  and  Droylsdeu 
— and  the  matter  will  he  decided  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  respective  societies  next  week. 
The  two  committees  are  in  favour,  and  if  the 
resolution  of  approval  goes  through  the  name 
of  the  amalgamated  society  will  be  the 
Manchester  and  Salford  Equitable  Society, 
to  be  changed  later  cm  to  the  Manchester  aud 
District  Society. 

Ideal  for  Amalgamation. 

These  two  societies  appear  to'  be  ideally 
situated  for  amalgamation  from  many  |>oiut3 
of  view.  They  have,  at  the  proscut  time, 
grocery  shops  within  a few  yards  of  eacli 
other,  a state  of  affairs  which  sii-ge.ts  that 
a little  alteration  wouldn't  do  the  membeis 
of  either  society  any  harm.  Another  busi- 
ness could  easily  be  carried  on  in  one  of 
them,  thereby  increasing  the  utility  of  the 
society  to  the  members  in  the  Jistri-d.  This 
change  over  may  suggest  all  sorts  of  tilings 
to  the  employees,  but  the  conditions  of  amal- 
gamation state  ” that  subject  to  satisfactory 
service  no  employee  of  either  society  shall 
suffer  dismissal  or  a reduction  in  th-'ir  wages 
as  a result  of  amalgamation." 


One  of  the  societies  has  not  yet  entered  the 
milk  trftde,  whilst'  the  other  has  a dairy 
which  is  capable  of  doing  the  business  of 
both  without  any  additional  expense  beyond 
wages  and  cost  of  delivery.  Each  society 
has  a bakery,  hut  examination  would  pro- 
bably rliow  that  one  of  them  could  be  dis- 
persed with  or  made  into  an  auxiliary.  The 
two  societies  have  only  one  ehemist'-s  shop 
between  them,  but  no  one  Would  scrhusly 
contend  that  this  was.  sufficieut  to  meet  the 
needs  ot  thirty  tlim-xnitd  or  forty  thousand 
member*  and  their  families.  A run  round 
the  district  would  also  convince  most  people 
that  there  was  plenty  . f room  for  more  co- 
operative greengrocery  and  bread  and  con- 
fectionery shops.  Both  societies  are  in  these 
businesses,  but  not  to  the  extent  their  united 
membership  war  ran  t s . 

Annual  returns  for  last  year  show  the 
position  of  the  two  suocieties  to  be  as 
follows : — 

Members,  fchare  Capitil.  Trade. 

:M.  and  $...  29,222  £498,688  £1, 290,636 

Droylsden..  8,219  £163.992  £476.196 

4 Amalgamation  would  probably,  make 
i be  new-  sdiTety  die  biggest  of,  the 
twenty-seven  retail  societies  which  at 
present  form  the  Manchester  Dis- 
trict Conference  A*  m intion.  There*  are 
men  of  standing  in  the  movement  who 
believe  that  societies  cun  be  tco  big.  but  that 
is  a point  which  need  not  trouble  the  mem- 
bers of  these  two  societies  at  the  moment. 
Either  society  would  welcome  in  influx  of 
some  thousands  of  new  members ; .so  that  the 
size  r f the  amalgamated  society  would  be  rro 
excuse  for  opposing  amalgamation.  What 
the  members  iCaye  to  consider  is  whether  co- 
ordination of  management  won’t  tend  to 
greater  efficiency,  economy,  arid  better  ser- 
vice in  the  distribution  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  to  present  and  prospective  members, 
and,  taking  the  brood  view,  (hey  should  have 
little*  trouble  in  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  co-operation  is  much  more  advantageous 
than  competition. 

One  society  is  paying  a higher  dividend 
tlurn  flie  other,  but  dividend  should  not  be 
the  deciding  factor  in  the  amalgamation, 
especially  in  abnormal  times  like  these  when 
employment,  Kid  as  it  is  generally,  may  be 
. much  better  ift  one  district  than  in  another. 
The  members  of  both  societies  have  the 
assurance  that 

" each  society  is  in  a strong  financial 

position.” 

and  that  in  the  amalgamated  society  they 
will  be  credited  with  t lie  same  amount  of. 
share  and  loan  capital  as  they  had  in  the  old. 
Amalgamation  would  help  to  reduce  stock-in- 
trade  and  release  n large  quantity  of  share 
capital  for  use  in  other  directions. 

The  outside  firms  realise  the  value  of  co- 
operation ; that  is  why  they  have  arrange- 
ments or  understandings  with  one  anothy. 
and  that  is  why  in  con  me  of  time  they  'amal- 
gamate. Competition  i*yio  good  to  them  : it 
' weakens  their  power  and  reduces'  their! 
profits.  It  is  the  same  with  co-operative 
societies ; they  cannot  practice  competition 
and  hope  to  keep  immune  from  its  evil 
effects. 

Lead  Wanted. 

The  question  as,  it  affects  Manchester  and 
Salford  and  DrovlsJen  will  In;  settled  on 
.Monday,  and  an  nfliimfttive  vote  will  have  a 
stimulating  effect  on  the  movement,  not  only 
in  these  (wo districts,  hut  in  the  whole  of  the 
area  covered  by  the  eight  or  nine  sooieties 
whose  headquarters  are  within  easy  reach  "of 
the  Manchester  Town  Hall. 


Matters  of  Moment. 

SPECIAL  TO  "NEWS- 

READERS. 


In  next  xyetk*  a 
issue  we  hope  t<> 
print,  the  first  if  a 
scries  of  conti  iim- 
tions  from  Mr.  A. 
Emil  Danes,  the* 
well-informed  au- 
thority mi  business 

affairs,  .whose  arti- 
cles in  several  im- 
portant publica- 
tions have  been 
read  for  some  years 
w ith  interest,  appre- 
ciation, and  benefit. 

Mr.  Danes  is  a 
Labour  nblerman  ni 
Mu.  A.  Kiln.  Davies,  the  London  County 
Council.  He  js 
chairman  of  the  Railway  Nationalisation 
Society.  At  the  next  election  he  will  pro- 
bably. be  elected  to  Parliament,  and*  his 
-presence  there  will  he  in  the  interests  ot 
the  whole  community.  Ho  has  already  been 
interviewed  on  several  occasions  for  the 

"Co-operative  News,"  and  those  interviews 
have  been  widely  quoted  by  other 

newspapers. 

His  conti ibution*  to  the  " Cu-npcinlive 
News'  will  appear  under  th:-  title  * \ 
Business  Man’s  Notebook,”  and  will  deal, 
week  by  week,  with  business  matters  that 
touch  the  cominen  per  pie  very  . I m ly.  Wo 
hope  "News”  read',  n will  advise  their 

friends  who  are  not  readers  to  look  for  next 
week's  issue  and  subsequent  issues. 


THE  LOCK-OUT. 

PART  OF  THE  MASSED  ATTACK 
OX  TRADE  UNIONISM, 

[Special.] 

The  lock-out  in  the  engineering  trade  is, 
without  doubt,  part  of  the  massed  attack 
of  big  business  on  tho  workers'  organisa- 
tion. The  first  trouble  in  tile  mining  trade 
in.  1920  came  when  the  trade  boom  had 
ended.  Unemployment  was  rife  i unions 
had  been  spending  their  money  cm  unem- 
ployed relief  and  were  consequently  less 
able  to  support  the  miners.  In  1921, 'when 
the  miners’  look-out  took  plate,  the 
“News”  stated  quite  frankly  that  0 the 
miners  could  be  beaten  other  unions  could 
be  beaten,  and  that  was  urged  as  a reaoou 
why  not  only  the  Triple  Alliance  should 
bold  together,  but  why  the  whole  trade 
union  movement  should  stand  solidly,  and 
why  co-operator*  should  help  the  miners  as 
much  as  possible.  The  miners  were 
beaten.  The  Triple  Alliance  was  rent. 
Trade  unionism  ceased  to  have,  lor  the 
time  -being,  any  further  control  over  big 
business. 

The  Amalgamated  Engineering  Union  is 
now'  attacked.  The  time  chosen  fur  the 
attack  was  when  the  A.E.U.  bad  90.000 
men  unemployed,  and  had  spent  over 
£2,000.000  in  unemployment  benefit  to  its 
members  in  eighteen  months. 

The  air  of  outraged  dignity  affected  by  the 
employers’  federation  is  mere  camouflage. 
No  attempt  is  being  made  by  the  union  to 
interfere  with  the  prerogatives  of  manag**- 
ment.  The  engineer  who  applies  for  a job 
and  gets  it  i'  not  thereby  presumed  t< » bavo 
sold  himself  holy  and  soul  to  the  employer; 
and  the  union,  which  has  90. [XX)  Dnemployeil 
members  on  its  books,  i-  entitled  to  e.xeicisj 
x some  c ntrol  over  the  amount  of  overtime 
tlnu  its  nieml>ers  shall  be  allowed  to  work. 

It  is  possible  that  this  struggle,  which  may 
displace  a million-aud-a-lmlf  of  men  before' 
it  is  settled,  may  result  in  another  trade 
union  defeat.  It  will  ba  no  victory  for  capi- 
talism, but  "ill  simply  embitter  the  relations 
between  employers  nud  employees  through- 
out the  country  : but'  even  before  the  pra-ent 
trouble  is  ended  we  may  have  n revolt  of 
labour  generally.  The  Labour  (Jcueral 
Council  is  handling  the  matter  as  we  go  to 
press,  mid  it  is  just  possible  that  the  fjov.wn- 
ineut  nitty  wake  up  to  the  M-ri  u/ncs  ol  the 
situation  in  time  to  prevent  a fji‘» strophe. 

It.  is  amazing  Hint  at  a time  when  t lie 
nation  has  already  suffered  from  the  slump, 
and  when  all  hands  sli/add  In*  on  deck  to  pull 
troda  back  to  something  like  normal,  the 
employers'  federation  should  make  their 
presitit  demands. 


2 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


March  19,  IMS. 


AN  EVIL  ECONOMIC  SYSTEM. 

CAUSE  OF  THE  EXISTING  CHAOS. 


OUR  OPPORTUNITY  BOUND  TO  COME. 


BY  JOHN  BELL. 


THE  BURDEN  OF  INTEREST. 

WHAT  1TJMEANS  TO  THE  PEOPLE.  { 


SHOULD  CO-OPERATORS  GET  RID  OF  IT? 


BY  CRACE  HUMAN. 


Unemployment  is  not  only  the  direct  result 
of  our  existing  economic  system,  but  a “ float- 
ing population”  is  absolutely  essential  to 
the  continuance  of  that  system.  Even  during- 
booms  in  trade  there  is  a percentage  of  unem- 
ployed, and  when  depression  sets  in  and  the 
numbers  of  the  unemployed  are  increased, 
the  menace  of  unemployment  is  used,  just 
as  it  is  being  used  in  the  present  crisis,  to 
force  wages  down. 

To-day,  unemployment  i's  with  us  on  an 
unprecedented  scale,  and  every  successful 
attempt  to  further  restrict  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  working  classes  by  reducing 
wages,  together  with  the  payment  of  dojes  to, 
and  the  "provision  of  non-productive  work 
for  the  unemployed,  will  only  aggravate  the 
problem. 

Our-,  existing  economic  system,  which  is 
the  basis  of  our  evil  social  structure,  has  no 
permanency  in  it.  It  is  at  this  very  moment 
ceasing  to  function  as  it  is  failing  to  supply 
ordinary  human  needs.  It  is  giving  place 
to  something  new— a new  social  order. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  free,  unfettered  competition  was  held " 
to  be. the  very  life  principle  of  our  industry, 
trade,  and  commerce.  It  was  considered  to 
bo  good  national  economy  to  allow  each  indi- 
vidual citizen  to  consider  exclusively  his  own 
interests  in  the  expectation  that  the  greatest 
good  would  accrue  to  the  nation  as  a whole. 
To-day,  that  evil  philosophy  is  passing  away, 
and  cut-throat  competition  under  private  owner- 
ship is  being  superseded  by  monopoly  under 
private  ownership  as  in  trust,  syndicate,  Ac.  ; 
yet  the  same  struggle  goes  on  and  in  a much 
more  intensified  form,  for  the  capture  of  the 
world’s  markets  and  the  control  of  the  raw 
materials  of  the  world. 

One  would  Have  thought  that  in  a world 
possessing  resources  of  raw  materials  to  an 
almost  unlimited  degree  and  quantity,  and 
a capacity  for  production  far  in  excess  of  the 
economic  capacity  for  consumption,  there 
would  not  be  any  need  to  struggle  either  for 
a supply  of  raw  materials  for  our  factories  and 
workshops  or  for  markets  for  our  finished 
products.  There  ought  not  to  be  ; and  there 
would  not  be  in  a well-ordered  international 
society,  such  as  would  exist  if  the  production 
and  supply  of  the  world’s  needs  were  carded 
on  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  society  and 
not,  as  at  present,  for  the  private  profit  of  a 
few  thousand  individuals.  But  under  our 
present  profit-making  system  the  successful 
competitors  on  the  world’s  markets  are  they 
who  can  reduce  to  the  lowest  possible  mini- 
mum their  costs  of  production.  As  a rule 
the  wages  and  salaries  bill  is  the  largest  item 
in  the  coats  of  production,  and  once  we  accept 
the  economio  principles  upon  which  the 
present  system  functions,  we  are  logically 
bound  to  admit  that  if  our  employers  cannot 
capture  the  world’s  markets  for  our  goods 
because  of  our  high  costs  of  production,  then 
we  must  either  submit  to  a reduction  in  wages 
or  be  content  to  remain  unemployed. 

There  is  no  alternative,  unless  u-e  can  agree 
to  change  entirely  and  completely  our  system, 
i.c.,  from  production  for  private  profit  to 
production  for  use.  As  the  total  of  wages 
and  salaries  paid  to  the  workers  for  what  they 
have  collectively  ‘produced  is  less  by  far  than 
the  market  value  of  the  same  produce,  the 
workers  cannot  collectively  buy  the  fruits 
of  their  labours.  Therefore,  a surplus  of 
commodities  over  and  above  what  the  workers 
and  their  families  are  permitted  to  consume 
remains. 

This  surplus  is  now  the  absolute  property 
of  the  owners  of  industry,  and  unless  they  can 
dispose  of  it  the  wheels  of  industry  and  com- 
merce begin  to  slow  down,  and  numbers  of 
workmen  sooner  or  later  mu^t  be  unemployed. 
Further,  it  ought  to  be  clear  that  if  the  means 
of  purchasing  this  surplus  is  not  in  the  hands 
of  the  working  classes,  the  owners  cannot 
sell  it  on  the  home  market.  They  must, 
therefore,  sell  it  abroad.  Of  course,  it  is 
necessary  to  exchange  certain  commodities 
we  don’t  require  for  our  own  consumption 
for  others  we  do  need,  and  either  cannot  grow 
or  make  ourselves.  I am  ignoring  this  because 
it  does  not  in  the  least  affect  the  principle 
with  which  I am  dealing.  On  the  foreign 
markets  there  are  people  from  other  countries 
where  the  workers  are  paid  in  wages  and 
salaries  less  than  the  exchange  value  of  the 


commodities  they  have  produced,  who  also 
have  surplus  commodities  to  sell. 

Here  we  have  the  fundamental  causes  of 
modern  commercial  rivalry  — in  the  com- 
petition and  struggle  for  markets ; this 
unending  struggle  is  solely  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  fundamental  object  of  the  owners  of 
industry  is  not  the  supplying  of  the  needs 
of  humanity,  but  the  making  of  profits  for 
themselves.  Commercial  rivalry  causes 
national  jealousies,  and  these  jealousies  in- 
fluence and  finally  determine  the  foreign  policies 
and  programmes  of  the  various  Governments. 
So  it  is  that  we  find  nations  disputing  with 
each  - other  about  “ spheres  of  influence,” 
the  degree  of  “ influence  ” more  often  than 
not  determined  by  the  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  oil  wells,  iron  ore  mines,  and  other 


WHEN  YOU  GO  TO  SHOP 
TO  GET  FOOD  for  the  BODY 


DON’T  FORGET 

FOOD  for  the  . . . . 
CO-OPERATIVE  MIND. 


Ask  for  the  Co-operative  News  I 

(weekly)  | 

and  the  Mitigate  Monthly  . j 

it  Woman's  Outlook  I 

________  (monthly)  5 

Educate  I Educate ! ! Educate  III  | 

Thanks  to  Rads  lock  Society's  Educational  CommUee  , f 
/or  Iht  above  notice,  printed  gratis  on  the  back  of  a f 

corner!  pro|ramme.  ItTio  will  give  the  next  push  P I 


lucrative  raw  material  deposits,  an  adequate 
supply  of  which  is  60  essential  to  their  national 
industries.  If  in  our  own  country  we  find 
great  capitalistic  concerns  federating  and 
amalgamating  and  consolidating  their  econo- 
mic interests,  we  ought  to  remember  that  the 
fundamental  evil  is  not  the  trust,  combine, 
or  syndicate,  but  the  existing  system  which 
encourages  their  formation  and  permits  them 
to  operate  to  the  advantage  of  a few  thou- 
sand shareholders,  and  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  millions  of  poor  people. 

The  present  system,  as  I understand  it  and 
have  endeavoured  to  explain  it,  is  ceasing  to 
function,  and  is  already  doomed  to  pass  away. 
I say  this  despite  signs  of  trade  revival. 
Trade  will  revive  in  the  not  very  distant  future, 
but  it  icill  only  be  for  a few  brief  years.  Soon, 
surprisingly  soon,  the  volume  of  production 
will  be  far  in  excess  of  the  world’s  economio 
capacity  to  consume,  then  we  shall  he  faced 
again  with  a similar  trade  depression,  with 
this  addition : there  will  be  no  potential 

markets  ^waiting  development,  nor  destroyed 
markets  awaiting  restoration  as  there  aro 
to-day,  and  the  world  will  be  unable  to  market 
its  surplus. 

Private  capitalist  enterprise  will  have 
reached  the  end  of  its  days,  and  will  cease  to 
function  absolutely.  Are  we  co-operators  ready 
to  meet  such  a situation-?  because  the  day  of 
our  opportunity  for  world-wide  co-operation 
will  have  dawned.  No  longer  will  we  have 
to  compete  within  the  confines  set  for  us  by 
a capitalist  economy,  but  we  shall  be  free 
to  join  hands  with  our  fellow  co-operators 
the  world  over,  and  our  co-operative  system 
of  production  for  use  and  not  for  private 
profit  will  definitely  and  permanently  replace 
the  present  dying  order. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

blood  and  tears,  ami  then  consider,  thou 
canst  have  all  thou  oravest,  and  no  man  will 
be  any  the  poorer  in  the  commonwealth 
where  all  claim  equality^’  opportunity,  and 
no  man  is  turned  empty  away. 

Ah,  a kinder,  saner,  happier  world  than 
thou  hast  hitherto  been  accustomed  to. 

Not  my  world,  not  thy  world,  but*our 
world. 

The  sages  of  all  ages,  the  poets  of  all 
peoples,  the  singers  of  ell  times,  the 
laughter,  romance,  and  pathos,  are  the 
common  inheritance  of  all  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  men. 


The  C.W.S.  and  all  other  co-operative 
societies  pay  interest"  to  their  shareholders. 
Those  who  are  shareholders  in  a co-opera- 
tive society  receive  this  interest.  Is  this 
right?  Ought  we  to  receive  this  interest? 

I take  it  that  the  object  of  the  co-operative 
movement  is  to  rescue  the  workers,  from  ex- 
ploitation by  capitalists  under  the  present 
system  and  to  establish  a Co-operative 
Commonwealth.  As  things  are  now  the 
produoe  of  "the  workers  is  robbed  through 
three  different  channels:  profits,  rent,  and 
interest.  The  employer  takes  the  profits ; 
the  landlord  the  rent;  and  the  financiers  the 
interest.  The  majority  of  co-operators 
acknowledge  that  profits  should  return  to 
those  who  have  made  them,  i.e.,  to  the  pro- 
ducers and  consumers.  They  also,  many  of 
them,  believe  that  land  should  be 
nationalised,  and  that  rents  should  go.  back 
to  the  community.  But  I doubt  if  they  also 
see  that  interest  on  capital  should  not  be 
paid  to  private  owners. 

The  paying  of  interest  on  capital  at  the 
present  moment  is  laying  the  burden  on  the 
workers  which  is  almost  too  heavy  for  them 
to  bear.  Our  National  Debt  is  £7,585  mil- 
lions £7,585,000.000)  and  the  interest  is 
three  - hundred  - and  - twenty-one-and-a-lialf 
millions  (£321,500,000).  Let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  workers  produce  all  the 
wealth  of  the  country,  and  that  consequently 
this  enormous  interest  really  is  paid  by  them 
and  it  will  be  seen  what  a toll  it  becomes. 
Our  total  population  for  England,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  and  Wales  is  forty-seven  millions 
(47,167,740).  A little  calculation  will  show 
that  when  the  population  is  divided  into 
families  of  five,  which  include  beside  children 
other  non- workers — such  as  lunatics,  mil- 
lionaires, paupers,  and  criminals — each 
family  has  to  produce  more  than  £34  yearly 
to  pay  this  interest  on  the  National  Debt. 
Think  of  it  I To  pay  a weekly  tribute  of 
13s.  2d.,  or  £34  a year  per  family  merely  as 
interest  on  the  National  Debt,  without  tak- 
ing into  account  all  that-  they  have  to  pay 


as  profits  and  rent!  All  this  has  to  be  dorio 
before  they  begin  to  earn  for  themselves! 

The  question  of  interest  comes  nearer 
home  to  us  than  the  National  Debt.  Take 
the  example  of  our  co-operative  societies 
themselves.  Say  that  Mrs.  Brown  invests, 
through  several  .co-operative  societies,  iho 
sum  of  £500,  taken,  in  capital  shares.  The 
rate  of  interest,  is  5 per  cent.  In  twenty 
years’  time  she  could  get  in  return  £1,000-- 
lier  £500  invested  and  £500  interest — and 
during  all  that  time  she  might  not  have 
bought  at  the  stores  so  much  ns  a shilling's 
worth  of  butter  or  of  bacon  or  of  anything 
else.  Co-operative  producers  and  consumers 
would  be  paying  her  that  additional  £500  for 
doing  nothing  whatever;  I ask  again,  “ Is 
this  right?” 

It  may  be  retorted  that  Mrs.  Brown  is 
doing  a service  by  lending  the  money  to  the 
co-operative  society  since  capital  is  needed 
for  production.  On  the  other  hand  it  might 
be  argued  that  the  co-operative  society  is 
doing  her  a service  by  using  it,  since  most 
capital  perishes  without  use.  In  any  case, 
benefiting  the  co-operative  society  is  pro- 
bably not  the  motive  for  which  she  lends  it. 
It  is  for  tbe  soke  of  making  provision  for 
her  children  or  her  own  old  age.  That  pur- 
pose would  be  served  equally  if  our  capital 
were  used  and  kept  alive  by  those  to  whom 
we  lend  it  and  were  returned  to  us,  just  the 
rum  itself,  when  we  needed  it.  I am  certain 
that  the  inducement  of  interest  is  not  neces- 
sary to  persuade  us  to  save  for  our  children 
and  our  old  age.  We  should  all  wish  to  do 
that  if  possible,  interest  or  no  interest. 

“ All  rent,  all  profit,  all  interest  is  sheer 
robbery  of  the  producing  class.”  So  de- 
clares. the  National  Guilds’  League.  An 
older  and  greater  authority  also  condemns 
interest  under  the  name  of  usury.  . I 
believe  we  sliall  never  be  free  of  this  load' on 
our  backs  until  we  get  rid  of  the  capitalist 
system;  but  surely  co-operative  members 
might  lead  the  way  by  showing  their  readi- 
ness to  be  shareholders  without  receiving 
interest  on  their  capital. 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

A PARADISE  OPEN  TO  THE  POOREST. 

BY  JACK  COLLIER. 


I hit.  All  around  me  are  shelves  well 
stocked  with  books  of  a very  inexpensive 
kind,  a reflection  of  the  meagre  purse  of 
their  possessor. 

Common  cloth  bindings,  mingled  with 
paper  editions,  fill  the  space,  if  they  do  not 
adorn  it.  There  are  born  aristocrats, 
down-at-heel  middlednss,  with  nothing  but 
the  memory  of  their  pride  left  to  them,  and 
the  poor,  who  are  always  with  us.  I hey 
elbow  each  other  as  becomes  decent  com- 
rades, more  proudly  conscious  of  inner 
quality  than  outer  dress.  The  truths  they 
hold  axe  no  less  true  because  of  the  shabby 
mantle  that  hides  them.  The  songs  they 
eing  are  no  less  musical  because  of  the  lack 
of  golden  ornament. 

In  this  democratic  book  “ State,”  every- 
thing is  designed  to  enable  the  truth-seeker 
to  arrive  quickly  at  the  goal  of  his  desire. 
Cleanliness — Which  as  only  next  to  godliness 
— arising  from  non-use.  pules  before  the 
goodliness  of  purpose  achieved,  and  is  not 
next  to,  but  ns,  godliness  itself.  Here  is  no 
select  aristocracy,  but  a democratic  hive  of 
busy  bees,  and  the  bees  are  books,  working 
together.  Each  asks  to  be  taken  down,  and 
falls  open  in  well-used  places.  Here  l can 
hold  converse  with  the  wisest  men  and 
women  of  all  time.  The  spirits  of  “ just 
men  made  perfect,”  the  master-minds  of  all 
ages  encompass  me  about.  They  never 
grumble  nor  upbraid,  betray  nor  flatter, 
they  only  advise  and  instruct,  sing  and  cheer 
the  drooping  spirit. 

Not  only  the  spirits  of  the  great,  but  the 
creations  of  great  authors  live  to  amuse  and 
instinct.  The  characters  of  tlue  immortal 
Shakespeare  and  ether  worthies  can^  become 
more  real  than  the  man  next  door  to  whom 
you  only  pass  the  time  of  day.  Mental  film- 
pictures  of  man’s  doings,  all  down  the  ages, 
pass  before  your  gaze  at  your  own  will. 
There  is  music  also,  from  the  majestic  swell- 
ing of  organ  to  the  sweet  notes  of  Hate  and 


harp  ; mid  the  sound  of  the  wind  in  the  tree*-, 
with  broken  melodic*,  that  bind  broken 
hearts.  Surely  there  is  no  loneliness  here, 
but  a goodly  company  of  fellows  breaking 
their  hearts  to  serve. 

What  wealth  is  here,  my  masters?  What 
treasure  trove?  all  to  be  had  for  the  digging. 
Here,  no  individual  may  stake  out  n claim 
and  enclose  it  for  himself  exclusively,  biiL 
where  all  by-diligence  may  enjoy  to  the  full. 
A commonwealth  of  idea*,  thoughts,  music, 
laughter,  tears,  wisdom,  and  instruction  in 
which  any  wayfaring  man  may  have  the  sum.* 
right  of  entry  ae  a lord. 

How  to  enter?  Follow  the  advice  given 
on  the  swing-doors  of  some  of  our  public 
buildings,  “Push!”  You  must  open  and 
walk  in.  “ What  man  by  tnkin  ; thought 
can  add  a cubit  to  liis  stature,”  may  have 
been  a tough  proposition  when  asked  oi  the 
body,  but  what  man,  by  taking  pain-,  cannot 
add  to  the  stature  of  his  mind? 

Header,  are  you  a stranger  to  thn 
commonwealth?  M herever  a number  of 
good  books  are  gathered  together, 
there  is  the  great  spirit  of  life  and  truth  in 
the  midst  of  them.  Enter  and  enjoy.  There 
is  no  notice  to  “ Keep  off  the  grass.”  D 
curiosity  prompts,  there  i«  the  means  of 
satisfying  it.  If  thirsty,  there  arc  fountain 
of  crystal  waters,  delicious  and  cool,  that 
never  dry  up.  If  hungry,  there  is  food,  oi 
variety  to  tempt  any  palate,  .and  quantity, 
to  set  the  most  roving  appetite  at  lest. 

Are  ye  seeking  wisdom?  Lo,  it  is  here. 
Trutli?  Get  your  spade  well  down.  I)uc- 
music  thrill  ydu?  Take  down  the  poets  and 
listen  with  thy  soul.  When  tired  of  the 
paths,  stray  on  the  grass,  pierce  the  thicket 
and  copse,  wander  down  the  glen,  climb  the 
hilltops  and  gaze  in  wonder  over  the  smiling 
land.  See  the  towns^nd  cities  an»l  dwel- 
lings of  elfs  and  fairies,  the  histone'  of  ah 
times  written  in  human  frailty  and  courage, 

[Continued  at  foot  of  second  column.) 
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THE  BLIND  GODDES. 
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GARDENS  IN  TOWN 
WINDOWS. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  BEGINNERS. 

By  EDWARD  OWEN  GREENING,  F.R.H.S. 


Is  tlie  happy  C'o-operalive  Commonwealth 
of  tlie  future,  every  home,  I hope,  will  have 
its  garden  of  delight.  But  we  can  do  muoh 
in  tlie  meantime  to  make  the  cities,  in  which 
we  have  to  live,  fit  for  lovers  oF  nature  to 
live  in-  Long  monotonous  rows  of  bare  brick 
or  stone  houses,  which  have  no  front  gar- 
dens, can  be  turned  into  fair  pictures  of 
floral  beauty  by  means  of  window  boxes, 
which  provide  facilities  for  creepers  to  cover 
tlie  walls,  as  well  ns  an  abundance  of  brilliant 
flowers. 

Necessary  precautions. 

Window  boxes  should  be  made  to  occupy 
tlie  entire  length  of  the  window  sill,  so  that/ 
the  two  ends  may  be  available  for  creepers. 
Each  box  should  be  nine  inches  deep,  and  as 
renrly  twelve  inches  wide  as  the  dimensions 
of  the  sill  will  permit.  Any  one  with  a ta-ste 
for  caipenterinig  e&u  make  a good  window 
box  out  of  about  one-inch  timber.  lie  has 
only  to  remember  that  the  bottom  inust  have 
yue-ihc-h  holes  bored  into  it  at  intervals  of 
three  to  five  inches  apart,  and  must  be  raised 
from  the  sill  by  struts  or  cross-bars  beneath. 
These  precautions  are  necessary  to  ensure 
drainage — an  indispensable  condition  to- 
wards success. 


If  is  better  for  the  plants  if  the  inside  of 
the  box  is  charred, -but -it  must  never  be 
painted.  The  best  decoration  for  the  front 


A simple  window  box,  made  from  four  pieee* 
of  mitred  moulding,  soijffi  good  timber,  and 
five  tiles. 


is  virgin  cork  or  rustic  woodwork,  fastened 
oil  with  Frengln  nails.  Tile®  for  a front  can 
be  had  in  lmuw pretty  patterns,  hut  they  are 
more  expensive.  The  preparation  of  the 
box,  for  its  floral  residents,  is  not  a mere 
matter  of  shovelling  in  earth.  If  the  highest 
success  is  to  be  achieved,  preparation  must 
he  deliberately  made  so  that  abundant  future 
watering  can  be  effected  without  the 
soil  becoming  sour.  Ample  drainage 
should  be  provided  for  by  first  covering 
each  hole  in  the  box  with  a piece,  of 
broken  pot.  Then  the  whole  of  the  bottom 
of  the  box  to  the  depth  of  about  two  inches 
should  be  filled  with  broken  flowerpot,  or 
similar  material.  On  this  foundation  a layer 
oi  peat  moss  .litter  or  semi-decayed  leaves 
should  he  placed,  to  keep  the  fine  soil  from 
above  washing  down  and  clogging  the 
drainage. 

The  drainage  being  complete  the  6oil  may 
he  added.  The  best  compost  of  soil  consists 
of  about  three  parts  of  good  yellow  loam 
with  one  part  decayed  leaf-mould  and  one 
l»nrt  coarse  silver  sand.  Where  these 
materials  cannot  conveniently  be  obtained, 
or  where  expense  is  a first  consideration,  a 
fair  compost  can  be  made  by  adding  a little 
coarse  sand  and  some  horse  droppings  to 
ordinary  garden  mould. 


the  choice  includes  passion  flowers,  clematis, 
jasmines,  Tropceoluni  speciosum.  convolvu- 
lus, honeysuckles,  variegated  hops,  tall- 
growing  nasturtiums,  tlie  graceful  canary 
creeper  and  many  others.  For  other 
aspects  tlie  choice  is  more  limited,  but.  ivies 
and  Virginian  creepers  are  always  avail- 
able, and  generally  also  tall  nasturtiums. 

The  Next  Step. 

Having  provided  the  climbers,  the  next 
step  is  to  plant  the  front  of  the  box  with 
trailers  to  hang  over  the  edge  and  form 
shower  bouquets  of  beauty  to  gladden  tlie 
eyes  of  beholders.  The  variegated  peri- 
winkle, creeping  Jenny,  ivy-leaved  gera- 
niums, petunias,  lobelias^  tall  nasturtiums, 
dwarf  growing  campanulas,  and  sonic  grace- 
ful varieties  of  fuchsias  are  all  available 
according  to  aspect.  Behind  the  trailing 
beauties  in  front  the  arrangement  of  the 
principal  flowers  is  a matter  of  artistic 
taste.  Some  of  the  loveliest  arrangements 
are  based  on  a mass  of  colour.  White  mar- 
guerites, or  scarlet  geraniums,  make  attrac- 
tive glasses.  In  other  cases  combinations 
can  be  made  of  , all  the  plants  .usually  used 
in  summer  bedding,  and  oT  suitable  » unu  ills 
from  seeds.  And  hero  I would  again 
remind  co-operators  that  all  varieties'  of 
seeds  and  kinds  of  plants  can  now  be 
obtained,  through  one’s  own  stores,  from 
the  nursery  departments  of  the  C.W.S.  and 

the  s.e.w.s. 

Liable  to  go  Dry. 

The  flowers  for  window  boxes  should  be 
grown  in  advance  in  pots.  They  should  be 
well  rooted,  and  when  planted  the  soil 
around  them  should  be  pressed  firm.  Then 
a good  watering  is  necessary  to  reuder  the 
6oil  pleasantly  moist.  Afterwards  water 
should  bo  withheld  until  the  soil  is  nearly, 
dry.  Subsequent  attention  consists  in 
examining  the  soil  daily,  especially  in  warm 
situations.  Window  boxes  are  eip&baHy 
liable  to  go  dry  by  reason  of  being  often 
overshadowed  by  eaves  above,  and  also  on 
account  of  the  fullness  of  leafage  they 
possess.  The  foliage  may -throw-  olf  the 
waterings,  leaving  the  lower  soil  parched. 
One  way  of  avoiding  conditions  of  the  kind 
is  to  make  holes  with  a dibbler  between  the 
plants  and  water  into  the  holes.  On  the 
evenings  of  hot  days  overhead  sprinklings 
, of  the  plants  are  frequently  necessary.  The 
boxes  should  be  got  ready  now  betimes. 
The  hardy  creepers  may  be  planted  in 
April,  and  the  summer  flowering  plants  at 
the  end  of  May  or  early  in  June. 


11  I revel  in  the  * Mitigate,’  and  read  it 
almost  from  cover  to  coyer.  It's  my 
favourite  magazine  of  all  on  the  market  in 
this  country.” — A well-known  writer’s 
opinion. 


Appointmtnt  H.M.  ih,  King, 


“He’s  started  banging  his  cell  door, 
again  !”  cues  the  chief  warder,  casting  a look 
cf  barely  restrained  impatience  towards  the 
governor  (deep  in  troubled  thought)  as  he 
dashes  off  to  another  hall  of  H.M.  civil 
prison. 

Inside  one  of  the  darkened  cells  is  a 
“star  man,"  or  first  offender,  seized  with 
the  horrors,  groping  like  one  of  the 
delusional  insane  after  some  mocking 
phantasm  staring  at  him  from  the  white- 
washed, brick  wall.  An  unintelligent  piece 
of  t;isk  work,  guaranteed  not  to  burden  the 
intellect  even  of  the  average,  provincial 
magistrate,  has  slipped  from  his  stool  to  the 
floor.  He  starts  violently,  as  a gas  light  in 
an  external  aperture  of  the  cell  suddenly 
illuminates  the  interior.  A tin  water  can, 
burnished  like  steel,  and  serving  him  as  a 
mirror  of  his  ghastly,  white  face,  drops  with 
a crush  from  his  hand  on  to  the  asphalt 
floor. 

Bang,  bang,  crash,  crash — a louder,  con- 
tinuous sound  reverberates  from  floor  to 
roof,  from  depth  to  depth  of  the  prison- 
house!  With  a terrific  burst  of  pent-up 
emotion,  which  only  those  Who  have  exj>eri- 
enoed  the  long  days  and  nights  of  caged  and 
solitary  confinement  in  an  English  'civil 
prison  can  fully  understand,  the  ‘‘star" 
man  springs  at  the  cell  door,  and  frantically 
smashes  his  fists  against  the  sheet  iron 
panels,  adding  his  merry  music  to  the 
ghastly  din  of  the  other  maddened  .animals 
bcliind^the  bars. 

» * * • • 

The  above  is  a scene  in  ‘‘Justice,’’  one  of 
Galsworthy’s  realistic  plays  enjoying  a 
season  at  the  Court  Theatre.  London.  It  is 
a scene  as  true  as  ever  of  prison  life  to-day. 

Briefly,  the  plot  of  “ Justice  " is  based  on 
a violation  iof  tlie  laws  of  prop9rty  by  a 
solicitor's  junior  clerk,  William  Falder,  who, 
to  save  a woman  and  her  children  from  the 
violence  of  a brutal,  drunken  husband, 
•altercduind  eastiecf'a  cheque  belonging,  to  biS 
employer.  James  How,  the  employer,  a 
solicitor  of  unimpeachable  respectability  and 
middle-class  convent ionality  and  social  out- 
look, is  not  above  incorporating  the  title  to 
"a  bit  of  common  ground  ” in  the  deeds  of 
a lease— they’re  ‘‘on  the  right  side  of  the 
law,"  says  Cookson,  his  managing  clerk — 
but  soars  to  heights  of  white,  unsullied 
purity  in  bis  desire  to  protect  society  from 
■this  “ cold-blooded  defrauder  of  his 
employers.” 

Middle-class  morality  clinches  his  decision 
to  prosecute,  for  lias  not  Falder  planned  to 
elope  with  a married  woman  and  her  chil- 
dren—albeit  she  is  the  wife  of  a husband 
who,  in  the  eArly  morning  of  the  day  on 
which  the  forgery  was  committed  had  nearly 
throttled  her. 

The  trial  opens’on  a foggy  October  after- 
noon, and  not  to  put  too  fine  a point  upon  it, 
ar  Mr.  Snngsby  would  say,  outraged  ideas 
of  middle-class  morality  (there  is  a woman  in 


it)  steels  the  judge  to  award  th?  prisoner 
three  years'  penal  servitude. 

The  prison  governor,  a singularly  humane 
type  of  military  martinet,  generally  much 
under  the  hand  of  the  chief  warder,  is  a 
sort  of  penal  Pontius  Pilate;  tlie  chaplain  is 
a faithful  copy  of  these  most  frozen  eml'odi- 
ments  cf  the  penal  code  and  constitutional 
authority — “ Nothing  can  be  done  until  you 
break  the  prisoners'  extraordinary,  per- 
verted will-power,"  and  ” Not  much  after- 
wards, I’m  afraid,”  adds  the  governor. 

‘‘If  it  wasn’t  for  drink  and  women,  sir, 
the  prison  might  be  closed,’’  said  the  chnp- 
laiu  to  Gookson*,  who  has  called  to  plead  with* 
the  governor  that'  the  prisoner  Falder  be 
allowed  the  privilege  of  a visit  from  the 
woman,  Ruth  Honeywell. 

The  Prison  Doctor:  " He’s  lost  no  weight 
since  he’s  been-  here.  He’s  noivous  and 
rather  melancholy.  I’m  watehifig  him 
carefully." 

The  Chaplain:  •'  It’s  just  at  this  period 
we’re  able  to  make  some  impression  on 
them."  . 

The  Governor  (wearily):  “He  won’t  be 
allowed  another  visit  of  any  sort  until  ho 
goes  to  a convict  prison.” 

But  though  the  day  be  never  so  long,  at 
last  the  bells  ring  to  evensong.  Falder 
'completes  his  sentence  and  comes  back  vo. 
beg  a job  from  his  old  employer  In  the 
three  years’  interval,  Ruth  .Honeywell,  from 
making  skirts  at  10s.  a week,  and  never 
getting  to  bed  before  twelve,  has  been  driven 
to  the  life  of  joy,  meeting  an  employer  ” who 
lias  treated  her  well,"  ever  sine?.  Janies 
How,  still  pursuing  the  bent  of  his  middle- 
class  morality,  is  willing  to  help  Falder,  pro- 
vided-lie will  sever  the  relationship  between 
himself  qnd  R-uth.  Hardly  lia-s  he  despair- 
ingly but  unalterably  refuse'!,  when  a 
detective  enters  the,  office,  and  re-arrests  him 
•for ,forgiug  a reference  and  failing  to  report 
as  prescribed  by  his  convict’s  licence. 
Harried  and  hunted,  poor  badgered  Falder 
falls  dead  at  the  feet  of  his  heart-broken 
lady-love. 

* • » i • 

One  could  not  well  have  a more  dramatic 
commentary  on  the  irony  of  a prison  system 
and  oriniinal  law  administration  which 
instead  of  rehabilitating  “ morally  sick  ” 
or  economically  helpless  men  and  women, 
saps  their  initiative,  breaks  their  will-power, 
and  destroys  their  physical  and  moral  fibre. 

Members  of  the  Geddes  Economy  Com- 
mittee say  that  our  prisons  ocet  too  much. 
Verily,  for  all  the  good  they  do  to  community 
or  oriminal  the  gaols  might  all  he  closed  to- 
morrow, and  they  never  really  would  ho 
missed!  The  really  dangerous  delinquents 
under  our  capitalist  civilisation  (An  all  he 
trusted  to  remain  on  the  outside  of  the 
prison  walls  and  to  drive  the  chariot  wheels 
of  justice  over  the  bodies  of  the  others. 


OPEN-AIR ; CO-OPERATORS. 


HODGSON  PRATT  MEMORIAL. 


Always  Beautiful. 

The  first  thing  in  planting  the  window  box 
is  to  make  provision  for  creepers  at  each  end. 
If  the  walls  cannot  be  wired,  creepers  should 
b?  chosen  which  are  provided  by  a beneficent 
nature,  with  the  means  of  attaching  them- 
selves to  the  brickwork  at  each  side  of  the 
wiudow.  Where  a window  gardener  has  a 
south  or  west  outlook,  he  may  indulge  him- 
self with  the  gold  or  silver-leaved  ivies,  and 
they  will  display  their  colours  for  him.  For 
other  aspects  small-leaved  dose-clinging 
'arietics  of  ivy  should  be  cho-en.  The 
Virginian  creeper  (known  as  Ampelopsis 
iVeteliij)  turns  brilliant  red  in  autumn  on  a 
MUiny  wall,  and  its  daiutv  foliage  is  always 
beautiful. 

Where  climbers  with  rich  flowers  are 
desired  to  frame  the  windows  the  jvalls 
lUust  be  wired.  This  is  not  a difficult 
matter  where  command  of  two  neighbour- 
ing windows  is  available.  It  is  only  neces- 
sary to  drive  wall  eyes,  between  the  bricks, 
at  tlie  edge  of  each  window,  and  stretch 
rows  of  bell  wire  from  one  window  to  the 
oilier.  Two  'persons  must  eo-operate.  one 
in  each  window.  With  horizontal  wires 
thus  fixed  on  the  walls,  and  a single  vertical 
wire  down  each  side  of  each  window,  almost 
sny  of  the  beautiful  flowering  creepers  may 
, e grown  from  the  ends  of  the  window 
boxes  I.\x,  r_: 


The  name  of  Nestle’s  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE'S.  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


A delightful  little  article  on  Co-operative 
Junior  Guilds  appeared  in  a recent  issue  of 
'•  The  Trail,”  the  woodcraft  magazine  of  the 
open  air  and  the  open  mind.  It  tells  briefly 
how  the  co-operative  movement  in  its  pre- 
sent form  was  brought  to  life  by  the 
twenty-eight  pioneers  of  Rochdale,  who 
“ did  more  to  make  Britain  respected  abroad 
than  if  they  had  been  generals  winning 
pitched  battles."  The  author  of  the  nrticle 
writes  appreciatively  of  the  Young  Folks’ 
Guilds  and  their  work  and  opportunities, 
and  anticipates  that  in  the  guilds  there  will 
be  a new.  vigorous  open-air  movement;  but 
lie  concludes  that  the  co-operative  guilds 
will  not  join  the  Boy  Scout' Association  till 
the  association  " sees  the  wider  implication 
of  scouting,  and  works  towards  a World 
Commonwealth,  and  for  the  abolition 
of  that  prime  cause  of  poverty  which  we  call 
the  capitalist  competitive  system.”  Tlie 
little  band  of  scout-masters  who  own  “The 
Trail  ” have  registered  themselves  into  a 
co-operative  society,  “ The  Trail  ” Society 
Ltd.,  and  is  affiliated  to  the  Co-operative 
Union.  Part  of  its  business  is  to  carry  on 
camps  and  holiday  centres. 


Durham  County  Council  had  a Labour 
majority  till  last  week,  when  the  elections 
gave  the  Moderates  a majority  of  eighteen. 


ESSAY  COMPETITION  RESULTS. 

The  prizes  in  the  Hodgson  Pratt  Memo- 
rial Essay  Competition,  the  subject  of  which 
was  " Wliat  should  be  tlie  basis  for  calcu- 
lating the  rates  of  wages  payable  to  labour 
in  ifny  industry?”  have  just  been  awarded 
by  Mr.  R.  H.  Tawnev,  who  kindly  consented 
to  act  as  adjudicator.  It  is  of  interest  to 
note  that  the  three  successful  essayists  are 
all  co-operators. 

The  first  prize  of  £-5  has  been  awarded  to 
Mr.  H.  D.  Harrison,  M.C.,  a member  of 
Walsall  and  District  Co-operative  Society 
and  of  the  Co-operative  Educational  Fellow- 
ship. The  second  of  £8  has  been  awarded 
to  Mr.  J.  G.  Trevena,  member  of  the  South 
Moor  Workmen’s  Social  Club,  the  National 
Union  of  Clerks,  and  of  the  Co-operative 
Society.  Tbe  third  prize  of  £1  has  been 
awarded  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Walton,  a member  of 
Beswick  Co-operative  Society  and  of  the 
Amalgamated  Engineers’  Union. 

Tbe  subject  is  one  of  great  economic  im- 
portance at  tlie_present  time  and  one  re- 
quiring serious  thought  and  study,  and  it 
is  not  surprising  to.  learn  that  the  essayists 
found  it  one  of  great  difficulty,  and  that  a 
smaller  number  than  usual  po- sussed  the 
courage  to  tackle  iu 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Mine  it  18.  1922. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 
PROPAGANDA  BY  PAPER-BAGS. 

A GREAT  FRENCH  SCHEME  OF  PUBLICITY. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


The  French  National  Federation  .of  Con- 
sumers'. Co-operatives,  at  the  annual  Con- 
gress to  be  held  at  Marseilles  in  May,  are 
going  to  put  forward  a si  heme  for  conmier- 
eiul  publicity,  which  is  regarded  as  being  an 
imperative  neo&a-ity  for  the  whole  co-opera- 
tive  movement. 

A resolution  is  to  be  submitted  emphasis- 
ing the  necessity  of  the  movement  not  to 
neglect  making  the  fullest  use  of  all  possible 
means  to  help  forward  its  development,  and 
taking  steps  to  concent  cate  all  efforts  of 
each  society  in  this  direction. 

It  will  propose  a resolution  to  establish, 
in  connection  with  tlie  Federation,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Wholesale  i f need  ho, 
a National  Publicity  Office  for  the*  purpose 
of  centralising  the  commercial  publicity. of 
the  consumers’  co-operative  societies;  to 
ensure  unity  of  propaganda  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  co-operative  productions  to 
consumers,  thus  reducing  the  cost  to  a 
society  embarking  on  a scheme  oil  its  o.vn 


TOWN  AND  COUNTRY. 

IMPORTANT  GERMAN  MOVE. 

The  relations  between  consumers'  and 
agricultural  oo-opsrative  societies  has  just' 
been. the  subject  of  an  important  conference 
in  Hamburg.  The  delegates- we  re  represen- 
tative of  the  several  great  unions  concerned. 

The  oonferenoe,  which  was  presided  over 
by  the  veteran  hi  the  service,  Herr  Heinrich 
Kaufmann,  arrived  at  a complete  under- 
standing as  to  the  measures  to  be  taken. 
It  was  decided  tio  have  a mixed  permanent 
committee,  on  wliieh  will  be  representatives 
of  all  the  central  organisations  of  consumers 
and  producers.  The  object  of  the  committee 
— which  is  called  the  Wirtschaftsausschuss 
der  deutschen  Erzeuger-uud  Verbraucher- 
genossenschaften  (Economic  Committee  of 
German  Producers’  and  Consumers’  Co- 
operative Societies) — will  be  to  find  out  the 
proper  means  to  further  supplies  direct  to 
the  consumers  from  the  producers. 


RUSSIA’S  ENTHUSIASTIC  RECEPTION. 

INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE  DELEGATES  ARRIVE  IN  MOSCOW. 
THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  CO-OPERATIVE  MOVEMENT. 


account ; to  create  a cinematograph  service 
for  the  purpose  of  the  general  education  of 
consumers,  not  so  much  from  the  ethical 
point  of  view  as  the  commercial;  to  assure 
to  societies  the  proper  means  of*  having 
recourse,  without  extra  big  expense,  to  all 
publicity  that  can  be  obtained  on  wrapping- 
paper,  bags,- tickets,  Arc.,  which  are  put  into 
circulation  among  the  general  public  in  the 
delivery  of  provisions  and  other  gco;l<s  sup- 
plied by  the  societies ; to  collect  and  place 
at  the  disposal  of -societies  all  forms  of  pub- 
licity of  the  nature  favourable  to  the  co- 
operative development  and  in  accordance 
with  the  best  modern  ideas  in  commerce. 

An  appeal  is  made  to  all  societies  to  work 
together  in  unity  for  Hie  achievement  of  this 
publicity,  for  it  only  by  united  effort  that 
the  publicity  of  private  trade,  so  often  mis- 
leading because  inspired  by  selfish  interests, 
can  be  countered  with  a co-operative  com- 
mercial publicity  inspired  by  the  general 
interests  of  all  consumers. 


TCHECKO-SLOVAK  SUBSIDY. 

The  Parliament  of  T checko-SIo va k i a has 
just  adopted  a law  whereby  a credit  of  three 
times  fifty  millions  of  crowns  is  to  be  given 
to  agricultural  societies,  artisans’  eo-opora- 
tives,  and  productive  and  labour  societies, 
but  nothing  to  the  consumers’  societies 
because,  it  is  said,  they  are  uot  mixed  up  in 
the  political  stew! 

BELGIUM'S  BIGGEST. 

The  biggest  co-operative  society  in  Bel- 
gium is  the  “Union”  at  Liege.  Its  pro- 
geess  may  be  judged  -from  the  figures  for 
last  year,  compared  \yith  those  of  1920.  The 
members  have  inoreased  from  48,288  to 
63,239  ; the  sales  from  60,588,977  francs  to 
112.24.3,703  francs;  branches,  225  to  254; 
productive  enterprises,  4 iustead  of  3; 
bakeries,  18,  as  before;  and  people’s  houses, 
(recreative  and  educational  centres),  from 
3 to  78.  The  “ Union  ” recently  started  a 
chocolate  factory,  and  last  year  began  manu- 
facturing hats.  An  important  syrup  works 
has  already  been  in  operation  some  time. 


The  international  co-operative  delegation 
organised  by  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  to  visit  Soviet  Russia  tor  the  dual 
purpose  of  investigating  the  standing  of  the 
great  co-operntivc  movement  there  under  the 
Soviet  Republic  and  of  opening  out  inter- 
national co-operative  trade,  arrived  safely  m 
Moscow  at  noon  oil  Sunday,  the  otli  instant. 
The  members  were  conveyed  by  special  train 
from  Riga,  and  were  accompanied  by  M . L. 
M.  Khintchuk,  the  president,  and  his  fellow- 
directors  of  the  Centrosoyus,  the  All-Russian 
Central  Union  of  Consumers'  Societies.  A 
typically  warm  welcome  was  accorded  to  the 
visitors  everywhere.  . 

The  delegates,  on  the  following  day,  were 
received  at  the  imposing  building— contain- 
ing 250  offices,  and  situated  in  the  heart  of 
the  business  centre  of  _tbe  city— where 
operates  tho  Centrosoyus,  which  is  the 


greatest  and  the  most  live  economic  force 
in  Russia,  and  serves  practically  the  whole 
population — that  is  to  say,  some  thirty  mil- 
lion families,  meaning  80,000,000  to 
100,000.000  people  in  all.  A round  of  the 
chief  branches  and  establishments  of  the 
Centrosoyus  in  Moscow  much  impressed  the 
delegates  with  the  wonderful  strength  of  the 
organisation,  the  enormous  extent  of.  Us 
business,  and  the  remarkable  variety  of  its 
activities. 

Mr.  H.  J.  May.  the  secretary,  and  M.  E. 
Poisson  (France),  Central  Committee  of  the 
International  Co-operative  Alliance,  had  a 
long  interview  with  M.  Lozowsky,  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Trade  Union  Internationale, 
on  questions  bearing  on  the  international 
trade  union  and  co-operative  movements. 
The  delegates  have  requested  an  interview 
with  Lenin. 


THE  ROMANCE  OF  OUR 

MOVEMENT. 

“ WORKLXG-MEN  Co-OPERATOR S.”*  1>V  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Arthur  H.  D.  Acland, 
Bart.,  and  Mr.  Benjamin-  Jones,  first 
appeared  in  188.4.  It  was  published  to 
supply  the  need  for  a cheap  elementary 
text-book  of  co-operation  for  use  by  both 
teachers  and  pupils.  The  valuable  little 
book  fulfilled  its  duties  « o well  that  revised 
editions  had  to  be  published  in  1898  and 
1913.  Dealing  as  it  does  with  a subject 
that,  although  firm  and  unchanging  in 
principle,  is  plastic  and  changing  iu  form, 
“ Working-men  Co-operators.”  to  main- 
tain its  usefulness  os  a text-book,  must 
remain  upHo-date.  Since  1914  the  world 
and  the  co-operative  movement  have  been 
subject  to  alteration  and,  in  the  latter 
case,  to  extension,  and  Miss  Julia  I*. 
Madams,  of  London,  has  performed  with 
skill  the  work  of  revision  for  the  fourth 
edition,  which  has  just  been  published  by 
the  Co-operative  Union.  The  revision  has 
been  done  with  care,  and  where  statistics 
seemed  useful  the  figures  for  1920  have 
been  given.  Since  the  publication  of  the 
earlier  editions  considerable  developments 
have  taken  place  and  several  new  organisa- 
tions have  been  formed.  Many  chapters 
have  been  rewritten,  and  even  new  matter 
. has  been  introduced  in  order  to  maintain 
the  claim  that  the  book  is  “ an  account  of 
the  co-operative  movement  in  Great  Britain 
with  suggestions  as  to  the  formation  of 
societies.”  In  the  new  edition  the  chapter 
on  “ Co-operative  Agriculture,”  which 
appeared  For  the  first  time  in  the  third 
edition  hue  required  special  emendation  to 
keep  pace  with  the  movement’s  agricultural 
developments  since  1914.  This  chapter 
now  includes  new  .matter  compiled  partly 
from  information  supplied  by  the  secretary 
of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society 
and  by  Mr.  E.  Jackson,  of  the  agricultural 
department  of  the  C'.W.S.  Professor  Hall, 
M.A..  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer,  of  the  Co- 
operative Union,  have  also  assisted  in  the 
work  of  revision.  D.  M. 

• " Working-Men  Co-operators/'  Fourpi  Ediiion.  Pub- 

lished by  the  Co-operative  Union,  Holyooke  Hou«e, 

Mandiester. 

• FARMERS’  BILL  OF  RIGHTS.” 

Such  is  the  description  given  to  the  Cap- 
per-Volstead  Act  which  has  just  finally 
passed  the  U.S.A.  Senate.  It  is  welcomed 
by  “The  Dairymen's  League  News”  of 
Waterville,  New  York,  as  “the  most  im- 
portant legislation  passed  by  Congress  in 
many  years  as  far  as  farmers  are  con- 
cerned.” The  Act  allows  of  farmers  to  co- 
operate, and  gives  to  marketing  associations 
a defined  legal  status. 


The  enthusiasm  of  the  reception  given  to 
tho  delegates  extended  to  the  public  gener- 
ally. The  visitors  attended 'a  performance 
of  the  Grand  Russian  Ballet  at  tho  Opera 
House,  and  were  also  present  at  a perform- 
ance, specially  given  in  their  honour,  in  the 
famous  Mosoow  Theatre,  Chauve  Souris, 
where  the  artistes  asked  the  delegates  to 
convey  to  their  comrade  artistes  now  per- 
forming in  London  their  desire  to  see  them 
hack  in  Russia,  and  the  information  that  all 
facilities  for  their  return  would  be  granted. 

The  delegation  was  to  leave  for  Petrograd 
last  Thursday,  whence  they  are  to  go  to  the 
famine  area,  and  then  on  to  Nijni  Novgorod, 
returning  to  Moscow  for  the  All-Russian 
Co-operative  Congress  on  the  20th  hist. 

Mr.  May  wires  to  the  “News”:  “They 
have  great  expectations  from  our  visit — so 
have  we.  All  well.” 


PROFITS  AND  WAGES. 


The  book*  before  us  is  one  of  the  be^b 
expositions  of  profits,  prices,  and  wages 
which  has  appeared  since  the  war.  anil 
each  chapter  is  illuotrated  by  tables  ami 
charts,  showing  the  upward  or  downward 
tendencies  of  prices,  which  make  the  book 
so  lucid  and  self-explanatory  that  even  tho 
“ profane  .uninitiated  ” can  read  and 
understand  without  difficulty.  Workers 
and  wage-earners  will  bless  the  book— to 
capitalists  and  profiteers  it  will  be 
anathema. 

It  traces  the  course  of  wages  since  1914, 
and  so  severely  handles  the  figures  which 
have  emanated  from  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  that  it  justifies  the  great  dissatis- 
faction aroused  by  them.  It  proves  that, 
according  to  official  returns,  families  re- 
ceiving less-  than  1*4  los.  (id.  per  week  in 
July.  1920,  were  living  below  tho  poverty 
line.  The  chapter  on  ilar  profits  is  a 
devastating  exposure  of  the  vicious  methods 
adopted  by  the  profiteers. 

The  fierce  attack  on  wngeo  since  1919  is 
dealt  with  in  scathing  terms  in  the  final 
chapter,  which  will  supply  valuable  ammu- 
nition for  electioneering  campaigns  in  the 
constituencies.  The  joint  authors  (The 
Labour  Research  Department)  claims  that 
it  is  not  unreasonable  for  the  workers  to 
insist  that  the  class  which  draws  the 
profits  should  be  prepared  to  bear  the 
losses,  and  that  a great  industry  should 
be  so  ordered  to  provide  for  the  full 
maintenance  for  the  workers  in  bad  years 
a-s  well  as  in  good  years. 

Albert  Coates. 


"Wages,  Prirps.  and  Profits,”  by  tin*  labour  He- 
starch  Drpnitaient.  Labour  Publishing  Company; 
6s. 


THE  IRISH  ECONOMIST. 


C'ead  Mile  Failte  to  “The  Irish 
Economist.”  It  is  an  old  friend  in  a ue»v 
dress.  “ Better  Business,”  in  the  oo-opera- 
tive  sense,  was  an  excellent  ideal  hut  a bad 
title  for  a quarterly  review  • and  it  did  not. 
even  convey  to  the  casual  reader  the  ideal 
contained  in  Sir  Horace  Plunkett'.?  formula 
“ Better  Fanning,  Better  Business,  Better 
Living.”  As  “ Better  Business  ” lias  been 
the  oulv  really  economic  quarterly  published 
in  Ireland,  the  Co-operative  Reference 
Library  decided  to  change  the  title  to  “ 1 ho 
Irish  Etoi'Oiuistr.”  Tlie  aim  of  the  pub- 
lishers Is  to  make  the  review  as  “inter- 
national ” as  possible  in  it«>  search  for  know- 
ledge while  making  it  at  the  same  time  ail 
instrument  by  which  the  ideals  of  the  Irish 
cc-operative  movement  may  be  brought  into 
national  application. 

To  the  first  issue,  Henry  W.  Wolff  contri- 
butes an  article  on  “The  Go-operative 
Movement  of  To-day.”  It  is  an  article  in 
Mr.  Wolffs  best  vein.  He  criticises  the 
International  Alliance  for  bavin.-'  made 
itself,  in  the  main,  a union  cf  distributive 
societies — a union  in  which  there  is  “ very 
little  agricultural  co-operation  ” and 
“ scarcely  any  credit  co-operation  ” -and  he 
indicates  large  groups  that  are  outside  the 
Alliance.  In  general  he  disapproves  of  any 
claim  for  “ supremacy  ’’  on  behalf  of  con- 
sumers’ co-operation”;  and  he  urges  for 
closer  co-operation  between  all  classes  of  co- 
operative organisation — agricultural,  pro- 
ductive, credit,  and  distributive.  Mr. 
Cruise  O’Brien  reviews  various  phases  of 
Co-operative  Production  in  the  fifth  article 
of  lus  series  dealing  with  the  same  subject. 
Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  discusses  the  move- 
ment from  the  point  of  view  of  "The 
Wrinnn  with  the  Basket,”  who  is  given 
economic  recognition.  “Transport  in 

Ireland,”  by  the  Rev.  E.  J.  Coupe.  S..1 . : 
“ Co-operation  in  Roumnnin,"  by  DinrmiJ 
Coffey;  “The  Irish  Pig  Trade.”  by  T.  P. 
Smyth,  and  some  excellent  reviews  go  to 
render  the  current  issue  more  t-Jiau  usually 
useful ; but  tlie  issue  also  gains  in  attractive- 
ness by  the  interesting  dissertations  on 
“ Matters  of  Moment  ’’  for  which  Paul 
Cregau  is  responsible.  M.  1*. 


ARTISTS  CO-OPERATE. 

NEW  YORK  INNOVATION. 

A CROUP  of  250  artists,  painters,  sculptors, 
Ac. — including  some  of  the  best  known — in 
New'  York,  have  formed  a co-operative  con- 
sumers’ society,  .specially  intended  to  pro- 
vide the  members  with  materials  and 
utensils  necessary  to  their  profession  under 
tlie  best  possible  conditions. 

It  has  often  been  their  experience  tluit 
colours,  oils,-  varnishes,  Ac.,  supplied  by 
private  dealers  was  of  poor  quality  whilst, 
at  the  same  time,  very  dear,  so  they  have 
decided  to  test  the  quality  of  each  article 
before  taking  it  into  stock,  so  as  to 
guarantee  that  their  comrades  of  the  brush 
can  purchase  from  them  with  full  confidence. 

The  co-operative  society  ie  out  also  not 
only  t,o  supply  canvases,  brushes,  wax,  and 
modelling  materials,  and  reproductions  of 
works  of  art,  Ac.,  but  also  the  services  of  a 
lawyer  to  protect  the  members  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  profession. 


A GROUP  OF  PEASANTS. 


THE  KREMLIN  AT  MOSCOW. 


Tue  Russian  peasants  are  simple  and  industrious,  with  a 
great  fondness  for  music  and  dance,  and,  in  the  women, 
a glow  of  brilliant  colour  in  their  dresses  which  are 
characteristic  of  tlie  various  provinces  in  btyle  and 
decoration. 


The  glory  of  Moscow  is  its  Kremlin,  which  ie  the  ancient 
city  of  palaces.  Government  buildings,  churches  and  mona- 
steries— all  still  stauding  unmolested  by  the  Bolsheviks — 
contained  within  the  old  walls  built  against  Tartar  and 
other  invasions. 
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THANK  YOU! 


NON-UNION  LABOUR 


A DEMOCRATIC  DAILY. 


HOW  FOOD  IS  TAXED. 


tor  fiS  ADVICE  TO  CO-OPERATORS. 


AND  RUBBER. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY'S 

SUGGESTIONS. 


INFORMATIVE  STATISTICS 


“NO  POLITICS." 

Recently  a circular  was  issued,  marked 
«•  Private  and  Confidential.”  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  from  the 
National  Unionist  Association  headquarters 
at  Westminster.  The  chairman  of  the  party 
organisation  is  Sir  George  Younger.  M.P., 
the  General  Election  decider.  This  secret 
document  called  attention  to  the  society’s 
decision  to  allocate  a sum  of  3d.  per  member 
per  half-year  to  the  Political  Purposes  Fund. 
Thu  members  were  reminded  that  they  had 
the  power  of  having  their  portion  removed 
from  the  calculation  of  members  upon  whom 
the  amount  is  based. 

On  dividend  day  a -handbill  was  circulated 
amongst  the  members,  drafted  on  identical 
lines  us  this  private  document.  There  was 
no  indication  given  as  to  who  ore  the  self- 
constituted  advisers;  There  was  a slogan  in 
large  type;  " The  Co-operative  Watchword 
— ' No  Politics.’  This  is  an  amusing  asser- 

tion. emanating  ffs  it  does  from  Tory  wire- 
pullers who  are  thriving  on  politics.  What 
they  apparently  mean  is  “ No  Politics  ‘ Ex- 
cept Tory.'  " If  the  members  are  prepared 
to  bolster  up  the  Tory  Party  and  Sir  George 
Younger’s  wire-pulling,  everything  in  the 
garden  would  be  lovely. 

It  is  a gross  impertinence  for  outsiders 
to  seek  to  dictate  to  co-operators  as  to  their 
course  of  action.  The  Royal  Arsenal  mem- 
bers are  capable  of  taking  care  of  them- 
selves, and  they  need  no  advice  from  a Tory 
caucus.  Sir  George  Younger  aud  his  lieu- 
tenants will  be  well  advised  in  attending  to 
the  family  quarrels  in  the  Unionist  ranks, 
and  leaving  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  to 
manage  their  own  affairs.  They  need  no 
political  dictator,  however  skilled  Sir  George 
Younger  may  be  in  this  particular  line. 


RESISTANCE  STILL 

POSSIBLE. 

CORPORATION  TAX  “GROUP* 
HOLDS  WATCHING  BRIEF. 

The  group  of  societies  which  have  been 
actively  opposing  the  imposition  of  the 
Corporation  Profits  Tax  held  a~  meeting 
at  Beswick  in  January  to  consider  whether, 
in  view  of  the  failure  of  the  appeal  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Income  Tax  against  the 
Corporation  Profits  Tax  for  1920,  demand 
for  further  appeal  should  be  carried  to  the 
High  Court.  The  meeting  decided,  on  the 
recommendation  of  - the  committee,  that 
such  a course  would  now  be  ueeless.  It 
was  resolved,,  however,  that  the  com- 
mittee should  remain  in  being,  and  that 
steps  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the 
opinions  of  the  110  subscribing  societies 
on  the  matter. 

The  replies  of  the  societies  have  now 
been  received,  and  the  majority  are  not 
prepared  to  go  further  with  the  case. 
There  are.  however,  about  half-a-dozen 
societies  still  ready  to  resist  this  taxation. 
Plymouth  Society,  ifor  instance,  has  not 
yet  paid,  and  is  seeking  a method  of  resis- 
tance. It  is  probable  that  the  society  will 
test,  the  matter  further,  and  in  that  case 
the  group  of  societies  will  render  nil  the 
help  in  their  power.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Plymouth  Society  was  the 
prime  mover  in  the  resistance  to  the 
Excess  Profits  Duty. 

In  the  meantime  the  committee  will 
watch  the  interests  of  the  societies  con- 
cerned in  case  the  Government  attempts  to 
impose  some  other  form  of  taxation  on 
the  movement,  and  Mr.  Worswiek  (Bes- 
nick)  has  authority  to  call  them  together 
when  occasion  arises. 


“CO-OPERATIVE"  STORES. 

A drapery  concern,  styled  tliu  City  of 
London  Co-operative  Stores  Ltd.,  is  adver- 
tising largely  in  the  press.  We  have  no 
knowledge  of  its  11  co-operative  ” character, 
and  co-operators  .ought  not  to  confuse  it 
with  the  Londou  Co-icperative  Society.  The 
“ Drapers’  Record  ” states  that  reference  to 
the  file  at  Somerset  House  shows  that  the 
company  was  registered  on  January  17th, 
1922,  with  a uominal  capital  of  only  £3,000 
in  £1  sliares.  The  first  directors  appointed 
by  the  articles  of  association  are  Lily 
Lnnnou  (permanent  governing  director)  and 
Reginald  Sydney  Andrews,  of  443,  Strand, 
V -U-  The  address  of  Lily  I.annon  was  not 
given  on  the  file.  Tile  qualification  of  direc- 
tors other  than  Lily  Lannon  is  £10  shares. 

m no^os  the  situation  of  the  registered 
office  of  the  company  was  filed.  In  the 
memorandum  of  association  R.  S.  Andrews 
is  described  as  an  accountants'  clerk. 


Mr.  w.  R.  Royle  (traffic  manager  for  the 
t .W.S.  at  Manchester)  has  received  word 
from  the  President  of  tihe  Board  of  Trade 
that  he  has  been  nominated  as  a member  of 
tlie  General  Panel  under  Section  24  of  the 
Railways  Act,  1921.  The  appointment  In 
the  first  instance  is  for  one  year  only,  but 
Mr.  Royle  will  be  eligible  fer  re-appoint- 
■ He  is  also  a member  of  the  Institute 
or  Transport  and  chairman  of  the  Railway 
Committee,  Manchester  Chamber  of 
l oinnierce. 


IMPORTANT  QUESTIONS  AT 

THE  S.C.W.S.  MEETING. 

CHAIRMAN  AND  TRADE 

OUTLOOK. 


11  Notwithstanding  the  calls  we  have 
had  upon  our  finances  in  meeting  the  de- 
preciation of  values  in  commodities,  we 
still  stand  in  a sound  financial  position, 
and  this  is  a most  eloquent  testimony  to 
the  strength  and  stability  of  your  huge 
business." 

So  said  Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  J.P.  (chair- 
man of  the  Scottish  Wholesale  Society),  at 
the  society’s  quarterly  meeting,  held  in 
Glasgow  on  Saturday.' 

The  report  for  the  half-year  ended  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1921,  expressed  the  regret  of  the 
directors  that  “ since  our  last  meeting  trade 
has  shown  no  improvement."  The  net  sales 
foi  that  period  amounted  to  £10,086,619,  a 
decrease  of  £4,661,040,  or  31.6  per  cent., 
compared  with  the  corresponding  half-year. 
The  cause  of  this  was  beyond  the  control  of 
anyone,  when  thq  conditions  of  trade  in  the 
labour  world,  shrinkage  of  the  purchasing 
power  of  members,  and  the  slump  in  the 
money  values  of  commodities  were  taken  into 
consideration."  Stocks  were  taken  at  market 
values  as  at  December  31st  last;  yet.  not- 
withstanding the  heavy  depreciations  which 
have  been  made,  and  also  meeting  the  usual 
charges  according  to  rule,  viz.: — buildings, 
machinery,  plant,  and  reserve  fund — a bal- 
ance of  £5,340  had  been  carried  forward 
to  next  half-year.  The  directors  regretted 
that  on  looking  ahead 

there  is  not  much  sign  of  the  clouds  of 
depression  passing  away. 


Non-Union  Labour. 

Mr.  Kerr  (St.  George)  inquired  if  it  was 
the  case  that,  in  spite  of  a resolution  of  the 
delegates  to  the  contrary ; there  were  still  a 
number  of  non-unionists  in  their  employ; 

The  Chairman  : Yes. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Scollan  (Paisley  Provi- 
dnt),  the  Chairman  explained  that  after  the 
resolution  had  been  adopted  notioes  intimat- 
ing that  all  employees  must  lie  members  of 
a trade  union  had  been  posted  in  the  works, 
and  the  managers  had  . been  instructed  in 
accordance  with  this. 

Mr.  Woods  (Progress)  said  the  resolution 
referred  to  had  been  passed  in  1914.  It 
was  passed  by  the  delegates  of  the  Whole- 
sale meeting,  and  in  his  view  it  was  no  good 
trying  to  shift  the  responsibility  on  to  other 
people. 

The  Chairman  asked  that  the  matter  be 
left  to  the  directors  to  carry  out  as  best 
they  thought,  and  on  a show  of  hands  this 
was  agreed  to  by  a large  majority. 

International  Banking. 

Replying  to  a series  of  questions  by  Mr. 
Agnew  (Coatbridge),  the  Chairman  ex- 
plained the  present  position  of  the  subject 
of  the  prepossd  international  banking 
system  for  co-operators.  It  was  felt  that 
the  better  way  would  be  for  co-operators  in 
the  other  countries  to  start  their  own  banks 
first.  He  assured  Mr.  Agnew  that  there 
was  complete  harmony  on  the  matter  be- 
tween the  International  Alliance  ‘ the 
C.W.S.,  and  the  S.C.W.S. 


Rubber. 

On  the  minute  of  the  Joint  Tea  and 
Special  Commitments  Committee,  Mr. 
Gready  (St.  Outlibert’s)  asked  for  all  avail- 
able information  with  regard  to  this  depart- 
ment and  its  commitments. 

The  Oliairman,  in  the  course  of  a 'state- 
m6ntv  said  the  irubber  stock  had  been 
examined,  and  was  found  to  be  in  splendid 
condition.  There  had  been  inquiries,  and 
.several  people  had  been  nibbling  at  it.  They 
had  also 'Several  commitments  in  India,  and 
were  trying,  as  far  as  possible,  to  get  -rid  of 
some  of  these,  hut  on  the  whole  there  was 
■nothing  very  6ericus  in  this.  St.  Outhbert’s 
Society  had  written  asking  for  information, 
but  os  the  S.C.W.S.  wort  only  part  proprie- 
tors, they  were  not  in  a position  to  give 
this.  The  rubber  liad  been  depreciated  to 
about  £600,000,  and  so  far  as  their  share 
was  concerned,  whatever  price  was  obtained 
— if  anyway  near  average  at  all — would 
leave  them  a profit.  The  price  of  rubber 
had  gone  up,  and  then,  due  to  Japan  putting 
a quantity  on  the  market,  had  gone  down, 
but  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  improve,  and 
that  a better  price  would  yet  he  got. 

Ultimately  the  Chairman,  intimated  that 
as  a meeting  of  the  committee  was  to  be 
held  in  April,  he  would  be  iq  a position  to 
give  more  information  at  the  June  meeting. 

Deputation  to  Moscow. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Kerr  (St.  George)  the 
Chairman  said  they  had  decided  ‘not  to  be 
represented  on  the  deputation  to  Moscow 
because  they  felt  they  could  get  all  informa- 
tion from  the  Russian  representatives  in 
London,  and  thought  they  would  be  bettor 
at  home. 

Help  for  Russia. 

One  of  the  donations  recommended  was 
that  of  £1,000  to  the  Russian  Famine  Relief 
Fund.  Approval  was  given  to  this,  and  tlie 
Chairman  intimated  that  the  amount  would 
be  paid  in  goods. 

After  discussion  it  was  agreed  to  leave  the 


£jftf)tinued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


The  National  Committee  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  met  on  the  premises  of  the  Co- 
operative Union,  Manchester,  on  Wednes- 
day, this  week,  with  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins 
in  the  chair. 

Sanction  was  given  to  the  candidature  of 
Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  for  the  Moss  Side  Divi- 
sion of  Manchester,  and  a grant  of  £10  was 
made  towards  the  cost  of  . publishing  a 
monthly  newspaper,  as  in  other  constituen- 
cies. In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to 
note  that  these  monthly  publications  are 
being  issued  at  North  Tottenham,  South- 
East  Ham,  Kettering,  King’s  Norton. 
Spurkbrook.  Stockport.  and  Sheffield. 
Roughly  speaking,  about  250,000  copies  are 
being  systematically  distributed  by  workers 
each  niAnth. 

Messrs.  W.  C.  Potter,  T.  Henderson,  and 
S.  Davies  were  appointed  as  fraternal  dele- 
gates to  Congress. 

It  was  reported  that  Mr.  T.  Henderson 
(National  Committee)  had  been  selected  as 
the  prospective  Co-operative  candidate  for 
the  Trades  ton  Division  of  Glasgow,  a part 
of  the  constituency  fought  by  Sir  William 
Maxwell  some  years  ago.  The  executive 
were  given  authority  to  grant  permission  to 
contest  the  seat. 

The  report  to  Congress  was  considered, 
and  it  was  resolved  to  submit  resolutions  on 
the  questions  of  peace  treaties,  foreign 
policy  (with  special  relation  to  the  matter 
of  a pact  or  agreement  with  France),  unem- 
ployment, taxation,  and  probably  Ireland. 

On  the  question  of  a co-operative  daily 
newspaper,  it  was  decided  to  submit  the 
following  resolution  to  Congress  : — 

That  tills  Congress  declares  that,  in  the 
interests  of  co-operation  and  tlie  cause 
of  democracy,  a daily  newspaper  con- 
trolled by  the  workers  is  essential.  It 
places  on  record  its  appreciation  of 
the  work  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society  in  their  efforts  to 
establish  a daily  paper.  It  also  ‘recog- 
nises the  services  rendered  to  co-opera- 
tors and  the  workers  generally  by  the 
11  Daily  Herald,”  and  instructs  the 
Central  Board,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Co-operative  Party  and  the  National 
Publishing  Society,  to  approach  the 
General  Council  or  the  Trade  Union 
Congress  and  Executive  Council  of  the 
Labour  Party  to  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  establishing  a powerful 
people’s  press  representative  of  all  sec- 
tions of  the  labour  and  co-operative 
movements. 

Resolutions  will  also  be  submitted  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  the  Co-operative 
Party,  so  as  to  permit  proposals  on  matters 
of  political  policy  being  submitted  direct  to 
Congress,  and  to  secure  representation  of 
the  national  committee  at  Congress. 


CONTRARY  TO  CODE. 

VISIT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  TO 
EXHIBITION. 

The  directors  of  the  two  Sheffield  societies 
approached  the  oitv  educational  authorities 
to  allow  school  children  to  visit  the  exhibi- 
tion which  they  are  holding  this  week  dur- 
ing school  hours,  and  their  request  was 
granted.  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  stepped 
in,  however,  and  said  he  could  not  allow  tli9 
visit,  ns  it  would  be  contrary  to  Article  44 
(b)  of  the  Cede.  The  directors  then  turned 
to  the  head  teachers  of  each  school,  and 
secured  their  help  in  arranging  tor  the 
children  to  visit  the  exhibition  out  cf  school 
hours.  The  children  will  be  invited  to  write 
an  essay  on  " What  I saw  at  the 
Exhibition,”  and  three  prizes  will  be 
allotted  to  eaoli  school. 


CUTS  AND  CARDS. 


| NORTH  AND  THE  C.W.S. 

Ox  the  invitation  of  Gateshead  Society’s 
board  of  management,  about  200  delegates 
from  Northern  societies  met  at  Gateshead, 
on  Saturday,  to  discuss  matters  ^relating  to 
the  C.W.S.  It  was  decided  that  proposals 
should  be  made  that  voting  at  C.W.S. 
quarterly  meetings  should  be  by  c-ard,  that 
there  should  be  a restriction  in  the  number 
of  delegates  attending  these  meetings,  that 
an  exhaustive  vote  should  be  adopted  in  all 
C.W.S.  Board  elections,  and  tliat  directors’ 
salaries  should  be  reduced  by  £150.  A sub- 
committee of  eight  was  appoiuted  to  draft 
resolutions  giving  effect  to  these  proposals . 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

Board  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  Congress 
at  Brighton. 

Bonus  Equivalent  Withdrawn. 

The  directors  recommended  that  the  reso- 
lution confirmed  by  the  quarterly  meeting  of 
June  12th,  1915,  to  pay  an  equivalent  of  3d. 
per  pound  or,  wages -to  all  employees  who 
were  in  the  service  of  the  society  at  the 
date  of  the  registration  of  the  rule  and  who 
had  been  receivers  of  bonus  should  now  be 
rescinded.  The  effect  of  tliis  wouid.  of 
eouns?.  be  the  dropping  of  this  " bonus 
equivalent." 

On  a show  of  liands  the  directors’  recom- 
mendation to  cease  paying  the  equivalent 
wae  carried  by  a large  majority. 


The  incidence  of  indirect  taxation  is 
r^V^cfd  ‘n  statistics  prepared  by  the 
C.W.S.  in  regard  to  six  classes  of  dry 
goods.  In  sugar,  jam.  sweets,  A-c.,  the 
value  of  the  society’s  tirade  for  1921  was 
£12,060.375,  and  of  this  amount  £4,263,098, 
or  35.35  per. cent.,  constituted  dutv.  Out 
of  a total  trade  of  £4.884.643  in  "tea  the 
duty  amounted  to  £1,738,244,  or  36.18  per 
cent  For  coffee  the  value  of  the  trade  and 
tlm  duty  paid  were  respectively  £238,330 
and  £46,963.  or  19.66  per  cent.  Cocoa  paid 
a duty  of  £88,539,  or  14.19,  on  business 
amounting  to  £623,821.  Tobacco,  how- 
ever. suffers  tlie  highest  tax,  the  amount 
paid  being  £1,977,945.  or  70.65  per  cent., 
on  sales  of  £2,799,497.  The  tax  on  dried 
fruit  only  amounts  to  6.01  per  cent.,  or 
£68,354,  on  a trade  of  £1.136,208. 

The  totql  business  duriug  last  year  for 
the  articles  nientioued  was  £21,063,374, 
upon  which  the  consumer  has  indirectly 
paid  in  duty  £8.183,123,  or  37.77  per  cent. 
The  figures  for  1920  were : Trade, 

£27,035,495;  duty,  £7,579,639;  or  28.04  per 
cent.  Indirect  taxation  on  these  particular 
articles,  which  are  in  common  use,  has 
therefore  increased,  and  the  consumer  in 
1921  paid  7s.  7d.  in  tlie  pound  as  duty,  as 
compared  with  5e.  7d.  in  the  pound  in  1920. 

The  " Grocer " announces  that  a poster 
lias  been  issued  by  the  Stockton,  Thornuby, 
and  District  Grocers’  Association  in  regard 
to  taxes  on  food.  The  poster  reads:  — 
DON’T  BLAME  YOUR  GROCER. 

The  Real  Cause  of  High  Prioes  is 
TAXATION.  " 

The  Government  Collects 
2Jd.  Tax  on  every  pound  of  Sugar. 
lOd.  or  Is.  Tax  on  every  pound  of  Tea. 
3Jd.  or  4$d.  Tax  on  every  pound  of  Coffee. 
10s.  6d.  lYix  on  every  112  pounds  of  Raisins. 
GJd.  Tax  on  every  ouuce  of  Tobacco, 

Thes4  are  only  a few  of  the  Taxed  Articles. 


DO  IT  NOW. 

Give  vour  name  and  addi-ess  in  at  your 
stores,  or  newsagent,  or  railway  bookstall 
for  tlie  April  number  of  the  “ Millgate 
Monthly,"  which  will  beat  all  its  own  best 
records.  The  only  illustrated  international 
co-operative  review-magazine  in  the  world. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF. 

A Woman  who  obtained,  hv  fraudulent 
means,  four  gold  ringB  “ on  appro.”  from 
tlie  Eccles  Co-operative  Society,  was  sent  to 
prison  for  three  months  on  Thursday  of  last 
week. 

Mrs.  Rae  (wife  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Central  Board)  had  a rather  serious  seizure 
during  the  early  part  of  this  week,  hut  wo 
understand  that  she  is  now  in  a slightly 
improved  condition.  Mr.  Rae  will  not, 
however,  be  able  to  fulfil  his  week-end 
engagements. 

Mr.  Watkins  has  been  appointed  to  pre- 
side at  the  Congress  demonstration  of  the 
Co-operative  Party  at  the  Brighton  Dome, 
on  Whit-Sundav  evening.  Mr.  Ramsay 
Macdonald  and  Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  will  be  the 
speakers,  and  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  and 
.Air.  George  Thorpe,  J.P.,  have  also  been 
invited  to  address  the  gathering. 

Mr.  A.  Barnes  (chairman  of  the  London 
Society)  gave  an  address  before  the  Civil 
Servants’  Society  last  week,  but  owing  to 
pressure  on  space  this  and  many  other 
reports,  as  well  as  Men’s  Guild  Notes,  have 
had  to  be  held  over. 


Made  in  a Moment 

— aj  enp  of  the  most  delicious 
coffee  obtainable — “ Milkmaid  ” 
Cafe  au  Lait.  It  is  coffee  with 
the  true  Parisian  character  ; of 
delicate  flavour  and  fragrant 
aroma.  Invigorating  and  sus- 
taining, it  is  most  economical— 
no  milk  or  sugar  is  required. 

CAFE  AU  LAIT 

“MILKMAID”  BRAND 

J&eaves  no  “ grounds ” for  complaint. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores, 
and  packed  by 

NESTLE’S, 

6-3.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 
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HOW  TO  KEEP  THE  FACTORIES  GOING. 

ORGANISE  MEMBERS’  REQUIREMENTS, 

MR.  FRED  BRAMLEY’S  HINTS. 

[By  Ouk  Own  Reporteh.3 


SPORTS  AS  A “ HOLDING  ” FORCE. 

PROBLEM  OF  THE  ADOLESCENT  CO-OPERATOR. 

WEEK-END  SCHOOL  AT  SHORNELLS. 

[By  Of  it  London  Correspondent.  1 


Mr.  Fred  Bhajiixy  (assistant  secretary 
to  the  Trades  Union  General  Council)  found 
a congenial  theme  in  “ Intensive  Co-opera- 
tive Production  ” alien  lie  addressed  a 
Southern  Sectional  conference  at  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Hall,  Leman-street.  on  Saturday. 
The  delegates,  numbering  ‘220,  listened  with 
keen  interest  to  his  'forcible  and  convincing 
exposition,  - 

Mr.  Mark  Clear  (chairman  of  the  section), 
who  presided,  paid  a warm  tribute  to  the 
valuable  services  which  Mr.  Bra  ill  ley  had 
rendered  both  to  the  co-operative  and  trade 
union  movements. 

Co-operation  v.  Capitalism. 

Mr.  Bra m ley  said' that  at  the  conferences 
which  had  been  held  between  co-operators 
and  trade  unionists  the  point  had  been 
emphasised  that  the  support  of  the  co- 
operative movement  meant  an  expansion  of 
the  means  of  production  and  distribution 
in  which  the  best  possible  conditions  obtain- 
able would  be  guaranteed  lor  those  em- 
ployed in  that  system.  Some  of  them  had 
stated  that  logically  the  fundamental 
principle  of  co-operation  was  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  present  economic-  system, 
and  that  the  development  of  co-operation 
must  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  capitalist 
system.'  He  was  one  of  those  who  supported 
co-operation  with  that  object  in  view. 

This  was  the  kind  of  question  they  some- 
times had  from  the  really  genuine  critic  at 
their  conferences:  “You  tell  us  if  we  join 
a co-operative  society  and  spend  opr  money 
in  a.  co-operative  store  we  shall  assist  in 
the  destruction  of  the  capitalist  system ; 
how  is  it  when  we  go  to  the  cooperative 
store  in  .some districts  we  find  the' products 
of  private  firms?”  In  his  opinion  a good 
deal  of  the  argument  in  their  appeal  was 
lost  unless  they  could  supply  co-operative 
customers,  to  a much  larger  extent  than 
all  present,  with  conimoditi&  produced 
within  the  co-operative  movement.  He 
thought  that  for  many  years 

they  had  over-emphasised  the  importance 
of  co-operative  distribution  and  had  not 
sufficiently  emphasised  the  importance  of 
co-cpcrative  production.  (Applause.) 

JTlieir  opportunities  of  improving  the  social 
conditions  were  very  limited  if  they  con- 
sidered that  the  need  of  the  movement  was 
served  by  being  successful  distributors  of 
private  producers’  products. 

Registration  of  Requirements. 

Mr.  Bromley  next  spoke  of  the  necessity 
of  Inning  a system  ol  registration  of  the 
members'  requirements.  He  contended 
Hint  if  this  were  done  they  would  be  able 
to  develop  co-operative  production  on  an 
enormous  scale.  By  a system  of  a guaran- 
teed demand,  be  argued,  they  would  utilise' 
the  factories  to  -the  best  advantage,  and  it 
would  lead  to  such  economies  that  no  out- 
side competitors  would  be  able  to  touch  the 
co-operative  factories.  The  co-operative 
movement,  with  its  four  million  members 
and  eight  million  consumers,  ought  to  be 
able  to  give  a guarantee  market  to 
numerous  centres  of  production.  There  had 
been  no  effort  made  to  organise  the  distri- 
bution of  commodities  in  accordance  with 
tlie  fundamental  basis  c*f  a registered 
demand. 

Lack  of  Loyalty. 

Examining  the  difficulties.  Mr.  Bramley 
alluded  to  the  lack  of  loyalty  of  many  co- 
operators.  Some  members,  lie  said,  would 
go  outside  the  co-operative  store  if  they 
could  purchase  with  advantage  to  them- 
selves. Cooperative  production  could  not 
be  developed  on  that  oasis.  The  movement 
had  been  established  for  the  purpose  of 
elevating  and  improving  the  conditions  of 
the  people;  they  could  not  get  social  im- 
provements without  cost.  The  movement 
and  the  purchaser  llluist  make  up  their 
minds  what  price  -they  were  prepared  to 
pay  for  eo-oneratiun.  ’ (Applause.)  The 
loyalty  of  the  member  was  important  to 
the  same  extent  as  the  loyalty  of  the 
society.  He  contended  that 
the  sacrifice  made  diking  the  transition 
stage  from  capitalism  to  co-operation 
would  be  an  investment  which  would 
bring  a sure  return  if  not  to  them  to 
those  who  would  come  after  them. 
(Applause.) 

Further,  the  buyer  of  the  society  .should  he 
a co-operative  buyer.  They  wanted  an  all- 
round loyalty  to  co-operative  principles. 
••  If  the  destruction  of  the  capitalist 
system,”  he  concluded,  “ is  our  object,  let 
us  recognise  the  only  method  of  destroying 
it  is  to  cense  doing  business  with  it." 
(Applause.) 

Discussion. 

Mr.  E.  0.  Greening  (platform)  opened 
the  discussion  by  putting  in  a plea  for  co- 
partnership as  a means  of  increasing 
efficiency  amongst  the  workers. 

.Mrs.  Barton  (Women's  Guild)  pointed 
out  that  co-operators  were  out  to  chauge 
the  capitalist  system  and  to  substitue  a 
co-operative  system.  This  was  not  always 
recognised  even  by  co-operators.  Those 
who  advocated  the  change  were  looked 
upon  as  Bolshevists  and  extremists.  She 
agreed  with  Mr.  Bramley  that  by  their 
purchasing  power  they  could  abolish  the 
capitalists.  At  the  present  time  people 
were  compelled  to  buy  shoddy  goods  because 
they  received  shoddy  wages.’  (Applause.) 
Mr.  J.  J.  Worley  (Co-operative  Produc- 


tive Federation)  considered  that  Mr. 
Bramley  had  placed  before  them  iden«s 
\vh ich  should  cause  them  furiously  to 
think.”  He  was  in  agreement  with  Mr. 
Bramley  that  if  they  were  to  have  an 
economic  system  of  stability  they  must 
organise  their  demands.  They  also  had  to 
anticipate  their  requirements  very  much  in 
advance  than  was  understood  by  the 
ordinary  consumer.  This  brought  them  up' 
against  a difficulty.  It  was  comparatively 
easy  to  anticipate  what  might  be  termed 
the  “ bread  and  cheese  lines."  Directly 
they  came  up  against  commodities  which 
changed  according  to  the  caprice  of  fashion 
they  were  faced  with  a real  practical 
difficulty. 

“ Agents  for  Capitalists.” 

Mr.  A.  C.  Burn  (Loudon  Society)  thought 
the  finest  point  Mr.  Bramley  had  made  was 
that  the  movement  must  discontinue  being 
agents  for  the  capitalists.  They  must  con- 
trol tlieiy  supplies  of  raw  material,  cr  the 
combines  and  trusts  would  beat  them.  He 
mentioned  that  he  received  a great  shock 
on  Friday  night  on  going  into  a branch 
store  to  see  a clisplny  of  biscuits  made  by 
a private  firm. 

Mrs.  Patey  (Reading)  pointed  out  that 
committees  were  often  called  upon  to  stock 
private  traders’  goods  because  the  members 
demanded  them. 

•A  Berkhamstead  delegate  thought  a lead 
should  be  given  to  the  delegates  as  to  how 
the  educational  committees  could  educate 
their  members.  Even  if  lectures  were 
arranged  it  was  difficult  to  get  the  mem- 
bers to  attend.  Some  new  method  of  edu- 
cating them  was  required. 

Mrs.  Warmington  (Women’s  Guild)  said 
the  Guild  had  always  urged  their  members 
to  be  loyal  to  co-operative  productions. 
She  hoped  that  all  women  present  would 
press  home  to  every  member  the  impor- 
tance of  not  buying  anything  except  that 
which  came  from  the  C.W.S.  factories. 
(Applause.) 

Mr,  Motile  (London  Society)  considered 
that  many  people  were  forced  to  buy  cheap 
articles  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  wages 
received".  In  many  cases  members  were  to 
blame  in  demanding  outside  goods  which 
had  to  he  stocked  to  meet  their  require- 
ments. This  was  particularly  the  case  with 
regard  to  soap.  A member  would  say : 

“ My  mother  always  used  soap,  and  1 

am  going  to  have  the  same,” 

Mr.  Bramley  replied  to  the  various  ques- 
tions, and  amplified  several  of  his  points 
in  tlie  address. 

Mrs.  Gasson  (platform)  proposed  a vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Bramley  for  his  practical 
address.  She  suggested  that  Air.  Hibberd 
should  approach  the  co-operative  managers 
and  officials,  and  ask  that  Mr.  Bramley 
should  give  the  address  before  them  on  a 
Tuesday — buyers'  day — at  1. email-street. 

The  vote  was  seconded  by  *a  Watford 
delegate  and  carried  with  acclamation. 


TOY-MAKING. 

FAIR  CONDITIONS  IN  A SWEATED 
INDUSTRY. 

One  ol'  the  stalls  which  attracted  consi- 
derable attention  at  the  British  Industries 
Fair  at  the  White  City  last  week  was  that 
provided  by  the  East  London  Toy  Factory 
Ltd.,  45,  Nnrmnn-road.  Bow,  E.  Here 
were  arranged  in  a pleasing  array  all  kinds 
of  soft  dolls  representing  the  animal  world, 
many  characters  famous  in  nursery  lore, 
and  'dainty  “mascots."  Some  life-sized 
black  cats  with  busby  tails  and  the  trio  of 
animals  made  famous  by  an  illustrated  daily 
were  admired.  There  was  an  artistic  finish 
about  the  whole  productions,  which  was 
indeed  very  creditable  to  the  factory. 

The  display  of  toys  at  the  fair  this  year 
was  smaller  than  was  the  case  last  season.. 
Owing  to  the  German  competition  several 
firms  have  closed  down  their  toy  factories. 
The  East  London  factory,  despite  the  de- 
pression, has  satisfactorily  weathered  the 
storm.  This  should  be  gratifying -to  co- 
operators.  The  society  is  affiliated  to  the 
Co-operative  Union.  It' was  started  with 
the  object  of  providing  employment  under 
fair  conditions  to  East  End  workers  in  an 
industry  which  lias  been  distinguished  for 
its  “sweating.”  There  is  no  factory  in 
East  London  able  to  equal  the  excellent 
conditions  which  prevail  at  this  co-opera- 
tive centre.  Mrs.  Herebergown  (nuinffi'eress) 
deserves  every  encouragement  in  her  praise- 
worthy work. 


Mr.  George  Latham,  the  Parliament  try 
Labour  candidate  for  Enfield,  was  formerly 
officially  associated  with  Norwich  Society, 
and  is  now  a member  of  the  London  Society. 

The  New  Swindon  Industrial  Society  is 
putting  on  the  road  a travelling  butcher’s 
shop  to  meet  the  requirements  of  tlie  mem- 
bers in  tlie  outlying  districts. 

Democracy  never  fails  for  want  of  <:.|.n- 
city.  When  they  fail,  and  the  extent  to 
which  they  fail,  is  entirely  due  to  lack  of 
attention  and  failure  to  support  the  men 
they  elect  to  control  the  business  they  have 
created.— Mr.  W.  J.  Whybrew  (president, 
Enfield  Highway  Society). 


The  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational 
department  - have  shown  a commendable 
desire  to  fui  theV  the  cause  of  adolescent  educa- 
tion as  an  essential  part  of  their  activities. 
In  accordance  with  their  definite  policy  the 
committee  arranged  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
a week-end  school  at  Shornells — the  society's 

[ileasantly  situated  holiday  centre.  In  spring- 
iko  weather  the  students  were  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  rural  and  woodland  surroundings 
of  this  favoured  spot.  The  committee  were 
encouraged  in  their  enterprise  by  having  on 
Saturday  the  largest  attendance  which  has 
been  experienced' at  a week-end  school,  as 
indicating  the  increasing  interest,  which  is 
being  taken  in  extending  the  scope  of  adolescent 
education.  Alderman  Mrs.  Kelly  (a  member 
of  the  educational  committee)  gave  a cordial 
welcome  to  the  students,  expressing  the  hope 
that  they  would  have  a pleasant  and  pro- 
fitable time  at  the  school. 

Educational  Methods. 

Mr.  Joseph  Reeves  (the  enthusiastic  educa- 
tional secretary)  gave  the  first  lecture  dealing 
with  the  education  of  the  adolescent  co- 
operator.  This  was  on  the  lilies  .of  the  paper 
recently  read  at  a conference  arranged  by 
the  Southern  Co-operative  Education  Asso- 
ciation, at  Leman-street.  Mr.  Reeves  sub- 
mitted various  practical  suggestions  for 
securing  increased  efficiency  in  developing 
this  branch  of  education,  if  only  a portion 
of  the  proposals  could  be  carried  out  they 
would  certainly  see  a revolution  in  then- 
methods  of  dealing  with  adolescents.  A 
useful  discussion  followed. 

In  the  evening,  Mrs.  M.  Thorne.  L.A.M., 
gave  an  informative  address  on  " The  .Social 
Life  of  the  Adolescent  Co-operator.”  The 
various  stages  of  adolescence  Were  clearly 
defined,  ami  it_was  shown  Row  the  best  side 
of  our  youths  can  be  developed  by  the  Kibbo 
Kift  Kindred,  debating  societies,  classes,  the 
use  of  the  dramatic  art,  and  other  social 
agencies.  Many  of  these  points  formed  an 
interesting  basis  for  discussion. 

The  Athletic  Side. 

Mrs.  Tucker  (educational  committee)  pre 
sided  at  the  .Sunday  morning  session,  hi  the 
unavoidable  nbsens'o,  through  illness,  of  Mr. 
C.  W.  Prow.  Mr.  E.  G.  Saunders  delivered  an 
excellent  address  on  ” How  to  Organise  Sports 
for  the  Adolescent  Co-operator."  The  co- 
operative movement  had  neglected  to  deal 
with  this  section  of  human  activity,  with  the 
result  that  they  had  failed  to  retain  the  hold 
of  .the  youthful,  co-operator  who  had  passed 
through  the  junior  guilds,  lie  enlarged  on 
the  branches  of  sport  which  might  be  taken 
up  by  the  movement.  The  great  need  was 
the  provision  of  private  grounds,  and  this 
could  only  be  done  by  the  aid  of  the  manage- 
ment committee  and  assistance  of  the  members. 


FORWARD,  PURBECK! 

SUCCESS  OF  COPARTNERSHIP 

EFFORT. 

The  Isle  of  Purbeck,  the  quaint  peninsula 
cut  off  from  the  land  by  Poole  Harbour,  has 
lately  been  the  scene  of  a remarkable  co- 
operative experiment.  Many  of  tlie  natives 
are  workers  in  the  stone  known  as  Purbeck 
marble,  and  used  by  many  towns  for  kerbing 
and  channelling.  The  men  hold  nits  or 
quarries  singly  or  in  families  under  old 
charters  or  prescriptive  rights,  and  in  their 
isolated  condition  were  in  the  power  of  middle- 
men or  companies  who  exploited  their  in- 
dustry, making  fortunes  while  the  actual 
workers  could  scarcely  gain  a pittance.  Most 
of  the  men  had.  therefore,  abandoned  their 
quarries  and  homes  to  get  a living  at  Portland  : 
others  going  to  Wales,  Scotland,  or  wherever 
stoneeutting  was  in  request. 

Last  year  some  of  them  desired  to  try  what 
copartnership  could  do  for  them.  After 
visits  from  Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (secretary  of  the 
Southern  Section)  and  Mr.  R.  R.  Prvnne 
(secretary,  Wilts  and  Dorset  Association),  a 
society  was  registered  as  the  Purbeck  Co- 
operative Stone  Industries  Ltd.  ; and  Mr. 
T.  Webber,  who  had  previously  acted  as 
organiser  in  the  local  union,  was  appointed 
secretary.  Their  first  balance  sheet  just 
issued  shows  a successful  start.  They  have 
in  nine  months  raised  £471  share  capital, 
sold  £1,909  of  stone  of  their  own  raising,  and 
after  paying  their  union  rate  of  wages  made 
a profit  of  £40,  with  which  to  pay  interest  on 
share  capital,  the  remainder  being  carried 
forward  to  next  year. 

Best  of  all,  the  men  are  coming  back  to 
there  homes,  and  at  the  present  moment 
thirty  of  them  are  employed  in  their  own 
society  of  less  than  ninety  members.  The 
meeting  held  m tlie  Labour  Hall,  Swannge, 
on  .Saturday,  was  presided  over  hy  Mr.  Geo. 
Hancock  (chairman),  and  after  the  accounts 
had  been  duly  considered  and  plans  for  future 
working  discussed,  the  chairman,  who  stated 
that  he  had  had  the  minimum  of  education  as 
a boy.  recited  an  original  composition  exhorting 
the  men  of  Purbeck  to  work  together  for  their 
collective  welfare. 


“ Woman’S'Outlook  ” for  reliable  recipes. 


He  favoured  the  holding  of  sports’  meetings 
as  a means  of  welding  together  the  collective 
spirit  in  the  movement. 

In  the  discussion  the  importance  of  societies 
securing  private  grounds  for  the  development 
of  sport  was  emphasised. 

After  dinner  a visit  was  paid  to  an  encamp- 
ment of  the  Kibbo  Kift  Kindred,  which  had 
been  pitched  near  the  woods  belonging  to 
the  society  adjacent  to  Shornells  grounds. 
Here  were  to  be  seen  the  happy  conditions 
under  which  the  kindred  spend  their  time  in 
healthy,  open-air  life. 

“ White  Fox  ” Points  the  Way. 

After  seeing  this  object-lesson,  the  students 
were  able  to  more  fully  appreciate  tlie  sub- 
sequent address  of  Mr.  John  Hargrave  ("White 
Fox  ").  on  " Camp-craft  and  Woodcxaft  ‘for 
the  Adolescent.  Co-operator."  The  address 
was  made  more  interesting  and  valuable  by 
some  clever  blackboard  sketches.  Mr.  Mar- 
grave claimed  that  Kibbo  Kift  opened  up  a 
new  field  of  work  for  the  adolescent,  and  dealt 
with  a subject  which  had  been  hitherto 
neglected.  The  problem  of  dealing  with  the 
leakage  of  boys  and  girls  in  various  organisa- 
tions had  given  rise  to  considerable  anxiety. 
It  was  one  of  the  problems  which  the  Boy 
.Scout  movement,  had  tried  to  solve  at  various 
conferences.  He  urged  that  if  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  desired  to  retain  the  adoles- 
cents co-operation  must  be  put  forward  as  a 
practical  form  of  religion  and  worship,  not  ns 
a mere  fact,  but  as  a blazing  ideal.  They 
must  not  depend  on  a mere  printed  statement, 
hut  it  must  have  a tremendous  push  behind 
it.  with  abundant  enthusiasm  and  even 
fanaticism.  Nothing  would  he  done  to  retain 
the  youths  if  co-operation  was  put  forward 
merely  as  a system  of  buying  and  selling. 
The  fact  must  he  emphasised’ that  co-operation 
was  a perfect  ideal  which  could  alter  the  face 
of  the  earth.  The  lecturer  enlarged  on  the 
importance  of  combined  effort,  and  concluded 
by  writing  on  the  blackboard  the  motto, 
“ Mankind  Unite  ! ’ as  his  last  words. 

An  Economical  System. 

Mr.  Hargrave  answered  various  quest  ions 
as  to  the  adaptability  of  the  Kilibo  Kift 
method  for  co-operative  purposes,  lie  showed 
that  a tribe  could  be  run  at  a very  moderate 
cost,  as  the  lads  were  taught  to  make  their 
costumes  and  camp  equipment.  A,  sum  of 
Is.  per  year  is  charged  as  the  affiliation  fee 
k>  the  central  organisation.  At  the  close  Mr. 
Hargrave  Nvas  thanked  by  the  chairman,  Mr. 
R.  Goodall  (educational  committee). 

That  the  school  was  appreciated  and  was 
regarded  as  another  achievement  to  the  credit 
of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  was  manifested 
in  the  vote  of  thanks  passed  prior  to  the 
break-up  of  the  school. 


GETTING  TO  THE  FRONT. 


NEW  STORES  AT  CRICKLEWOOD. 

The  recent  opening  of  new  departmental 
stores  by  the  North-West  London  Society  in 
the  main  thoroughfare  at.  Cricklewood,  was 
noteworthy  us  representing  the  transfer  of 
the  society’s  store  from  a by-road  into  the 
main  thoroughfare.  The  old  shop  will  be 
retained  and  re-opened ' immediately  for  the 
sale  of  bread  and  confectionery,  tlie  produce 
of  the  new  and  well-equipped  bakery  at 
WiUesdon. 

Mrs.  Wallace  (committee)  reviewed  the 
progress  of  the  co-operative  movement  in 
Cricklewood  since  the  opening  of  the  stoic 
in  the  Lane,  at  which  she  was  present  many 
years- ago.  She  then  introduced  Mr.  Tamliii 
os  the  contractor  who  had  satisfactorily 
planned  and  carried  out  the  alterations  in 
the  new  shops,  and  manufactured  the  multi- 
form fittings  of  marble,  tile,  mahogany,  and 
glass,  which  had  to  he  in  their  places  before 
the  stock  of  provisions,  grocery,  drapery,  and 
millinery,  also  kindred  articles,  could  Ire 
brought  in. 

As  a token  of  his  appreciation  of  the  good  a ill 
shown  him  hy  the  works  committee  of  the 
society.  Mr.  Tam  1 in  had  pleasure  in  presenting 
the  president  (Mr.  J.  W.  Gordon)  with  a silver 
key.  „ 

Mr.  Gordon  thanked  Mr.  Tanilin,  ami  went 
on  to  speak  of  the  great  advance  which  the 
society  nad  made  since  its  formation  and  of 
the  large  area  covered  by  its  operation*.  R 
hail  now  some  9.001)  members  on  its  book*. 
This  number,  he  hoped,  would  ho  vastly 
increased  in  a very  short  time,  as  a result  of 
the  event  in  which  he  was  pleased  to  take 
part  that  day. 

He  then  declared  the  two  shops  open  an<l 
led  the  way  inside,  after  which  business 
proceeded  merrily. 

A feature  of  the  ceremony  was  a procession 
of  the  horse-drawn  delivery  vans  of  the 
society,  some  twelve  in  all. 

In  the  evening  the  celebration  took  t li« 
form  of  a concert-meeting  in  the  G>un<i 
Schools.  Mora-road,  at  which  Mr. 

Ha] Ip,  give  as  MUre*.  Tho 

holding  between  300  and  400  was  filled  to 
repletion,  and  many  failed  to  obtain  admls-io 
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THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


ivy  Towers 

®y  Edwin  Elliott 


oEuTEe  SCtiRe  of Deeptfenv* 

" “ a Pore  e fa  in  Romance  " efc. 


Chapter  VII. — A corky' s Resolve. 


'•  My  dear  Air.  Attercliffe.  we  must  pro- 
ceed very  cautiously  in  the  matter.” 

It  was  a grey-haired,  frock-coated  gent-le- 
ii), -hi  who  spoke,  and  the  scene  was  Aubrey's 
ivell-lurmxncd  study  in  Attercliffe  Hall. 
The  elderly  gentleman  was  Mr.  C'urshnw,  of 
•■Curshaw.  Lockart,  and  Curshaw,  Solici- 
tors.' The  firm  had  been  the  legal  advisers 
of  the  Attercliffe  family  for  more  than  a 
quarter-of-a-ceilturv. 

Aubrey,  garbed  in  black,  with  pale,  drawn 
face,  stem  mouth,  and  restless,  angry  eyes, 
was  seated  opposite  the  lawyer,  whom  he 
answered  somewhat  impetuously:  — 

• And  why.  sir.  should  we  be  cautious  in 
a matter  so  dear  as  this  r'” . 

•■  Pardon  me.  Mr.  Aubrey,  it  is  not  dear 
at  all.  As  a man  of  law,  L ain  bound  to 
toy  that.” 

• Surely,  Mr.  Curshaw,  you  will  admit 

that  everything  points  to  ” 

"Gently,  my  dear  sir,”  interrupted  the 
solicitor.  “ Surmise  is  not  proof,  however 
plausible  it  may  seem.  1 willingly  admit 
that  Miss  Leferier’.s  absence' from  the  house 
for  so  long  a time  and  her  curious  behaviour 
or.  her  return  are  strange,  and  even  sus- 
picious. 1 understand  also  that  she  and  the 
deceased  were  • not  on  the  best  of  terms.. 
That  there  was  some  love  affair  between  her 
and  Mr.  Horace  Despard,  while  it  was  the 
earl's  desire  that  the  young  gentleman 
should  wed  your  sister.  That  this  latter 
fact  should  enrage  a quick-tempered  girl 
like  Miss  Leferier  is  likely  enough,  and  that 
a very  dangerous  state  of  tension  between 
her  and  tile  deceased  should  prise  is,  of 
course,  a perfectly  conceivable  thing. 
These  things  are  enough  to  excite— er — 
well,  wo  will  say  suspicion,  though  to  my 
mind  there  are' matters  difficult  of  explana- 
tion undei  such- a hypothesis.  But  I must 
point  out  that  an  equally  suspicious  train 
of  circumstances  might  cause  us  to  form  an 
adverse  opinion  of  Mr.  Despard.  He,  too, 
was  in  the  grounds  when  the  murder  was 
committed,  and  his  behaviour  cn  his  return 
was  also  strange  and  mysterious.  He  is 
fiery  and  passionate,  like  his  father,  whom 
I knew  well.  Being  strongly  enamoured  of 
his  cousin,  if  indeed  the  earl's  step-daughter 
may  be  considered  to  be  a cousin,  no  doubt 
he  was  very  averse  to  a marriage  with  Miss 
Attercliffe.  Here  you  see  you  have  all  the 
elements  of  a quarrel  with  a high-spirited 
young  lady  like  your  sister.  Given' the  re- 
quisite conditions.  Air.  Attercliffe,  and  a 
tragedy— a totally  undreamed  of  tragedy — 
may  occur  at  any  mofnent.  Don't  misunder- 
stand me.  Don't  think  I am  putting  this 
forward  as  a theory.  I am  only  showing 
that  what  seems  so  conclusive  to  you  as 
regards  Miss  Leferier  applies  with  equal 
force  to  Air.  Despard.” 

Aubrey  listened  to  all  this  with  palpable 
impatience,  and  at  the  end  he  said:  — 
‘'Air.  Curshaw.  I can’t  understand  how 
you  can  look  at  the  thing  in  this  way.  Par- 
don me  for  saying  that  your  remarks  about 
Horace  Despard  strike  me  as  absurd.  Of 
course.  I fully  understand  that  you  are  not 
suggesting  that  he  may  be  the  murderer 
of  my  sister.  Your  idea  is  to  show  that 
there  i;  no  more  case  against  Miss  Leferier 
than  there  is  against  him.  Sir.  I cannot 
accept  such  a view  FoV  one  moment.  You 
do  not  know  Naomi  I.elerier  as  well  us  I 
do.  She  is  not  English — not  Anglo-Saxon, 
oho  is  French — Canadian  French — crossed, 
likely  enough,  with  an  Indian  strain.  Such 
breeds  are  notoriously  incapable  of  self-re- 
straint. Her  owy  father,  who  was  killed  in 
some  fray  out  west,  was,  they  tell  me,  a 
perfect-  typo  of  one  of  these  reckless  hot- 
bloods.  who  allow  every  whiff  of  passion  to 
lead  them  whither  it  will.” 

Air.  Cursli  aw  made  no  comment  upon  this, 
and  after  a pause  he  asked  : — 

''  May  I ask -what  you  wish  me  to  do  in 
the  matter.  Air.  Attercliffe?" 

" At  present  merely  to  represent  me  at 
the  inquest,  which,  as  1 understand,  will 
°pen  to-morrow." 

Again  Mr.  Curshaw  pondered  for  a while, 
after  which  he  replied:  — 

."  \ ery  well,  Air.  Attercliffe.  I am  quite 
idling  to  attend  to  t-luHpase  on  your  behalf 
and  to  follow  your  instructions.  Have  you 
any  idea  of  the  views  Liken  by  Lord  Illiug- 
vater  in  this  shocking  business?" 

At  present,  no.  1 suggest  that  we  go 
oyer  to  Ivy  Towers  at  once.  The  body  is 
V,nK  there,  and  if  a post-mortem  should  be 
deemed  necessary,  it  will  take  place  there 
this  afternoon." 


. In  a few  minutes  the  two  men  were  cl 
mg  towards  the  castle,  keeping  up  a b 
conversation  the  meanwhile  as  they  wen 
Shortly  after  this  they  reached 
?"'®rs-  "’here  they  left  the  trap  in  cbt 
01  the  lodge-keeper.  Having  made  t- 
tlay ,UP  t°  the  house,  and  been  admit  tec 
ne  lackey  in  charge  of  the  door,  thev  v 
et  in  the  hall  by  Lord  lllingwater  bun: 
« was  looking  very  serious,  but  lie 
Perfectly  calm  and  courtly, 
i.  ^ Tas  half-expecting  you.  Atterclif 
v and  I need  not  say  that  ' 
1 eaence  is  very  welcome.  Air.  Cursf 

can!1-1  to  see  you.  You  come 

Urse.  as  Mr.  Attercliffe's  legal  advise 


The  solicitor  bowed,  and  his  lordship 
continued  : — 

“ Let  us  go  into  the  library.  We  have 
much  to  talk  about." 

To  the  library  they  went,  and  when  they 
were  seated  the  peer  said  : — 

“ The  post-mortem  is  now  proceeding. 
Fenwick,  of  course,  is  conducting  it.  But 
he  is  being  assisted  by  colleagues  equally 
capable.  When  they  have  finished,  they 
will  come  in  here,  and  lot  us  know  the 
result.’’. 

‘‘  What  can  they  have  to  tell  us?”  asked 
Aubrey,  sharply. 

” Not  much  probably,”  replied  the  peer, 
with  a sigh. 

'•  It  is  possible  they  may  give' us  a clue 
by  which  we  may  get  on  the  track  of  the 
murderer,”  observed  Air.  Curshaw. 

A spasm  as  of  pain  flitted  across  his  lord- 
shin’s  face;  but  his  reply  was  measured  and 
cold  : — 

I do  not  think  it  likely.  Aly  one  hope 
is  that  the  theory  of  murder  will  not  hold 
good 

"Mere  theory,  my  lord,”  said  Aubrey, 
with  lowering  brows,  “will  satisfy  no  ou’e. 
I at  least  will  not  rest  content  with  it.” 

The  earl  eyed  him  keenly  for  some 
seconds,  as  if'he  were  intensely  anxious  to 
read  his  inmost  thoughts.  But  the  young 
man’s  faoe  was  now  quite  impassive,  and 
the  peer  had  to  confess  himself  baffled.  So, 
with  another  sigh,  ho  again  turned,  to 
Curshaw  : — 

“ Though  you  are  not  our  family  lawyer, 
Air.  Curshaw.  I have  been  glad  of  your’ ad- 
vice before  now:  and  as  you  are*  here,  I 
should  be  thankful  for  a brief  interview 
with  you  alpne,  if  Air.  Attercliffe  does  not 
object.” 

“ I do  not  object,  my  lord.  I jyill  retire.” 

“ By  no  means.  1 will  take  Air.  Curshaw 
into  my  study.  We  shall  be  away  for  a 
very  short  time,  I assure  you.” 

The  young  man  bowed,  and  the  peer  and 
the  lawyer  went  off  together. 

“ His  pride  is  up  in  arms,”  muttered 
Aubrey  to  himself  as  soon  as  he  was  alone. 
” He  is  alarmed  lest  his  domestic  affairs 
should  be  drugged  before  a public  tribunal, 
and  probably  one  related  to  him  byynar- 
riage,  if  not  by  blood,  should  he  compelled 
to  meet  the  most  terrible  charge  known  to 
English  law.  . 

‘‘  Well,  what-  is  his  pride  to  me?  Why 
should  I heed  it  when  the  blood  of  my 
murdered  sister  cries  aloud  for  vengeance? 
No.  I will  not  turn  aside  out  of  consideration 
for  family  pride,  or  pride  of  race.  I have  a 
duty  to  fulfil,  and  I would  cut  my  heart  in 
twain  rather  than  abandon  it.” 

He  paced  the  room  with  firm  steps,  as  if 
to  emphasise  his  stern  resolve.  Suddenly  he 
stopped.  Footsteps  were  approaching. 
Were  they,  those  of  the  earl  and  Air.  Cur- 
shaw returning?  Or  were  they  those  of  the 
doctors  coming  from  their  grim  task? 

No;  the  footsteps  were  those  of  one  per- 
son only,  and  they  were  too  light  for  a 
man’s. 

Aubrey  shrugged  his  shoulders.  It  was, 
of  course,  one  of  the  maids  going  about  her 
work. 

But  the  footsteps  stopped  just. outside  the 
library.  The  lock  was  turned,  the.  door 
pushed  open,  and  Stella  Hazlethorpe  entered 
the  room.! 

Chapter  VIII.—  Friends  or  Foes?  . 

The  encounter  was  a surprise  to  both. 
Stella  started,  flushed,  and  for  an  instant 
drew  back,  as  if  she  would  retire.  But  with 
her  usual  readiness  in  emergency,  she 
quickly  regained  her  self-control,  and  ad- 
vanced towards  the  visitor  with,  grave 
cordiality. 

Aubrey  was  not  so  quickly  at  his  ease. 
There  was  a flutter  at  his  breast  which  he 
could  not  still,  though  whether  it  was  plea- 
surable cr  not.  he  could. by  no  means  say. 
But  it  interfered  with  his  fluency  of  speecli 
and  ease  of  manner.  He  stammered,  and 
bore  himself  awkwardly. 

“ Please  pardon  my  intrusion,  Mr.  Atter- 
cliffe." said  Stella.  •*  I had  no  idea  you 
were  here.  I caine  to  speak  to  Lord  Illmg- 
water.” 

" He— er— has  just  retired— er— to  his 
study  for  a brief  conversation  with  my — er 
— solicitor.  Air.  Curshaw,”  Aubrey  managed 
to  get  out  in  halting  fashion.  “ He  will  not 
be  long." 

In  her  simple  black  garb  she  was  not  quite 
the  radiant  creature  of  the  night  before. 
But  tlie  very  simplicity  of  her  attire  set  off 
her  lissome  figure,  instinct  with  all  the 
grace  of  early  womanhood,  her  fair,  pure 
skin,  and  her  wealth  of  lovely  hair.  Per- 
haps not  so -dazzling  as  the  night  before, 
but  more  winning  in  her  sweet,  unaffected 
gravity. 

As  lie  looked  at  her  lie  grew  angry  with 
himself  for  what  he  had  just  said  to  Air. 
Curshaw. 

*•  Self-confident.  "Wanting  in  repose,  if 
not  in  modes  tv.  ’ ' AYhat  fit  of  perversity 
had  prompted  'him  say  that. 

And  Stella — what  were  her  tlionghts  and 
impressions  regarding  the  bereaved  brother 
on  this,  their  first  encounter  since  the 
trAgedy  ? 


First  and  foremost  was  pity.  It  could 
scarcely  have  been  otherwise.  What 
woman's  heart  would  not  have  been  touched 
to  its  very  core  by  the  awful  calamity  which 
had  overtaken  this  young  man?  A sister 
whom  he  idolised  had  been  snatched  from 
lum  in  the  full  bloom  of  her  young  life, 
stricken  down  in  cold  blood  by  the  hand  of 
an  assassin. 

Yas,  Stella  Hazlethorpe  felt  a great  thrill 
ot  pity  pulsate  through  her  whole  being  as 
she  looked  at  him,  and.  with  her  woman's 
intuition,  read  some  of  the  ravages  which 
he  thought  he  had  hidden  from  the  keenest 
eyes. 

And  she  felt  that  she  liked  him  better 
than  she  had  done  the  day  before:  that  his 
passionate  tenderness  for  his  murdered 
sister  was  a softening  and  sweetening  trait 
in  Ins  character. 

A\ith  these  feelings  came  a woman’s 
natural  admiration  for  a fine  form  and  a 
handsome,  manly  face. 

All  these  things  strongly  prepossessed 
Stella  in  his  favour;  but  — Well,  there 
was -a  very  strong  but  indefinable  " but.” 
She  had  a dim  consciousness  that  thev 
weie  to  be  antagonists ; that  there  was  to 
be  an  inipassablo  “something”  between 
them  which  was  to  keep  them  nsunder>aiid 
to  prevent  them  from  ever  being  friends. 
This  feeling  was  not-  at  all  a nice  one.  It 
was  akin  to  dismay,  the  dismay  one  feels 
when,  duty  and  inclination  clash. 

These  sentiments  or  sensations— it  mat- 
ters not  which  we  call  them — kept  Stella 
silent  for  some  seconds  after  the  embar- 
rassed reply  of  Aubrey  to  her  first  words. 
But  us  he  was  evidently  at  a loss  for  words, 
she  broke  the  awkward  silence  by  saving 
impulsively,  but  naturally:  — 

“ Air.  Attercliffe,  I am  so  sorry  for  von!" 
The  Hush  on  her  cheeks,  the  tears  in  her 
voioe.  the  palpable  sincerity,  affected  him 
deeply,  and  he  cried  with  subdued,  but  pas- 
sionate energy : — 

” Aliss  Hazlethorpe.  God  b*ess  you  for 
that.  It  is  the  most  real  pieoe  of  sym- 
pathy I’ve  met  with  as  yet.  I am  very 
grateful." 

‘“Why?”  she  echoed,  with  shining  eyes. 
I am  truly  sorry  for  you  in  your  great 
sorrow,  and  so  must  everyone  else  be.” 
“Alust?"  he  ventured,  rather  bitterly. 
‘‘  There  is  no  ‘ must  ’ in  these  matters. 
Sympathy  is  the  shallowest  of  all  emotions. 
Pardon  me,  I pray.  1 did  not  mean  that 
as  a rebuff  for  you.  I know  that  you  are 
sincere.  But  with  many  it  is  but  lip  testi- 
mony. Still — all-!  don’t  think  me  ungrate- 
ful—I don't  crave  for  sympathy — as  yet. 
I must  not  yield  to  tenderness/  I have 
stern  work  before  me.” 

A troubled  look  canfe  into  her  eyes.  And 
yet,  at  the  same  time,  she  felt  us  if  she 
had  received  a challenge,  a challenge  she 
was  ready  enough  to  accept,  the  result  being 
that  some  of  the  sweetness  had  gone  from 
her  voice  when  she  rejoined:  — 

__ 4 I cannot  pretend  to  misunderstand  you. 
You  would  be  your  sister's  avenger.” 

“ Would?  I must.  It  is  my  first  duty.” 
“ To  dabble  in  vefigeahee  is', to  play  with 
fire.” 

“ What  of  that?  Do  you  think  I feel  the 
flame?” 

I know  you  do  not.  But  ugly  scars 
remain.” 

“ I should  look  upon  them  as  marks  of 
honour.” 

“.Vengeance  is  not  justice.” 

“ In  this  case  it  is..'  But  it  matters  not 
to  me  whether  it  is  or  not.” 

“It  may  not  matter  to  you  now.  But 
the  time  may  come  when  you  would  give 
your  right  hand  to  undo  the  wrong  it  might 
have  done.” 

“ Aliss  Hazlethorpe,”  he  said,  impatiently, 
“ why  should  we  bandy  metaphor  in  this 
way?  I think  I can  read  what  is  in  your 
mind,  and  I prefer  not  to  discuss  it.  May 
we  not  be  friends?’.’ 

He  took  a step  forward,  with  hand  half- 
extended.  as  though  he  would  like  her  to 
take  it;  but  as  slie  did  not  seem  to  see  it, 
lie  let  it  drop  to  his  side  again.  Looking 
him  steadily  in  the  face,  in  low  tones  she 
answered  lum  : — 

“ 1 fear  that  may  not  be.  It  might-even 
liappeu  that  you.  would  compel  me  to  look 
upon  you  ns  an  enemy.” 

It  cost  her  a pang  and  an  effort  to  say 
this;  but  having  got  the  words  out,  she 
made  no  attempt  to  withdraw  them. 

To  him  they  were  like  a rapier  thrust, 
though  he  received  them  without  any  visible 
flinching.  He  almost  hugged  his  pain,  as 
if  it  were  a sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of 
honour.  So  he  answered  at  once  : — 

“ It  pains  me  to  hear  you  say  that.  I 
know  that  l have  uot  made  a favourable 
impression  on  you.  Last  night  I felt  I was 
cutting  a sorry  figure  before  you,  and  that 
ycu  must  have  looked  upon  me  as  a dull 
and  boorish  Englishman.  Please  don’t  pro- 
test. I am  sorry  we  can’t  be  friends.  But 
1 will  promise  not  to  think  ill  of  you  under 
any  circumstances'.” 

Somehow  these  words  brought  a lump 
into  Stella's  throat,  and  there  was  a distinct 
slackening  of  self-control  as  she  stammered 
out : — 

"It  is  g — good  of  you  .,t — to  say  that. 
But  I w — wouldn't  say  it  if  I were  y — you. 

I — I d — don't  w — want  t — to  be  your 
ene — m — my.” 

Here  she  looked  up  into  his  face  and  cried 
impulsively : — 

“ Oli.  Air.  Atterdiffe.  would  it  not  be 
better  for  your  own  happiness  if  you  were 
to  relinquish  

But  here  be  stopped  her  with  lifted  hnrtd ; 
and  when  she  saw  in  hi3  face  the  dogged 
resolution  of  the  typical  Englishman,  the 
determination  to  count  personal  suffering 
as  only  dust  in  the  balance,  hope  died  in 
her  heart. 

[to  de  coxtinted.} 


A BOON  TO  STUDENTS. 

THE  CENTRAL  LIBRARY'S 

UNIQUE  WORK. 


AIa.mt  students  with  limited  resources  hare 
cause  for  thankfulness  for  the  valuable 
-tame  which  they  have  received  through 
Albert  Mansbridgo’.-,  foresight  aud 


Mr. 


enthusiasm 
the  Centr; 


m.  Through  Jus  marvellous  energy 
al  Library  for  Students  came  into 
existence  some  six  years  ago.  and  was  liousod 
at  211,  lav istoek-sq'uare . With  the  extension 
or  the  institution  it  became  necessary  to 
obtain  larger  premises.  These  have  now 
been  ■secured  at  9.  Galen-pbice,  near  the 
British  Museum  at  B I coins  bury. 

Last  week  a “News”  representative 
visited  .the  new  library,  and  through  the 
courtesy  ot  Mias  Lumptml,  the  secretary,  lie 
was  nb!c  to  seg  the  excellent  provision  which 
has  been  made  for  carrying  on  the  Library's 
growing  work.  The  library  commenced  with 
1,392  books;  the  number  lias  now  increased 
to  nearly  2-3.000.  This  includes  many  dupli- 
cates amongst  the  historical  and  economic 
works.  For  the  year  ending  Februaiy  25th. 
the  number  of  volumes  issued  totalled 
27,968.  These  represented  all  types  of 
works,  and  were  sent  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Students  attending 
W.E.A.  lectures  and  tutorial  classes  havo 
highly  appreciated  the  advantages  which  the 
library  offers. 

The  library  supplies  standard  books  Unen- 
fiction),  cxstiiig  r.»t  less  than  Us., -to  students 
who  cannot  obtain  them  in  any  other  way. 
There  is  no  charge  made  for  the  use  of  the 
books,  exceptiong  that  the  student,  is  re- 
quired t'c-pay  the  carriage  both  ways.  'I ho  e 
using  the  library  include  the  usual  public 
libraries,  institutions  responsible  for  groups 
of  etudents,  and  individual  borrowers.  In 
places  where  students  have  access  to  public 
libraries  in  towns  or  county  libraries  in  rural 
areas,  books  are  uot  issued  to  individuals, 
but  through  these  institutions.  So  far  t lie 
plan  has  worked  satisfactorily,  and  there 
are  abundant  indications  that  the  libituy  is 
appreciated  by  the  many  students  who  have 
enrolled  ns  readers.  The  new  premises  are 
spacious  and  well-lighted,  and  afford  ample 
accommodation  lor  Miss  Lampard  and  her 
staff  in  their  work,  in  which  they  are 
enth usiasticallv  in t crested . 


THE  ‘NEWS*  CIRCULATION 

KETTERING  -SOCIETY’S  GOOD 
SYSTEM. 

There  is  a great  room  for  improvement 
in  the  methods  adopted  by  many  societies 
for  distributing  co-operative  publications 
amongst  their  members.  In  some  cuses 
nothing  is  done  beyond  allowing  the  papers 
to  lie  cn  the  counter.  Circulations  are  uot 
built  up  in  this  way.  It  may  be  of  interest 
to  management  and  education  committees  to 
learn  of  the  scheme  which  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Kettering  Society.  We  gather  from 
Air.  Stephen  York,  the  hon.  secretary  to 
the  educational  department,  that  the  plan 
has  worked  satisfactorily. 

In , the  Kettering  Society’s  magazine  a 
list  of  women  distributers  of  literature  is 
published,  so  that  a member  can  place  an 
order  to  the  distributor  living  nearest.  A 
commission  ol  Jd.  is  paid  by  the  society  for 
each  copy  of  the  “News"  distributed,  and 
this  is  paid  over  periodically  to  the  funds 
of  the  Women's  Guild.  No  payment  is  made 
for  the  other  publications  to  the  distribu- 
tors, as  it  is  assumed  that  the  delivery  can 
be  made  on  the  same  call. 

Each  distributor  is  supplied  with  printed 
order  cards  (in  postcard  form),  with,  the 
secretary’s  address  printed  on  the  obverse 
side.  A list  of  the  publications  is  printed, 
and  spaces  left  for  filling  in  the  number  of 
copies  required.  The  publications  are  col- 
lected bv  tlie  distributor  from  the  nearest 
brunch  store.  A second  card  of  a yellow  tint 
is  supplied  to  the  distributor  for  notifying 
complaints. 

The  distributors  are  also  supplied  with  a 
printed  form,  on  which  they  make  a monthly 
return.  A list  of  the  publications  is  printed, 
and  columns  provided  for  giving  the  number 
of  copies  received,  the  number  sold,  and 
cash  received.  A fourth  space  is  allotted 
for  remarks.  At  the  end  of  the  month  the 
form  is  filled  up,  and  tlie  cash  paid  over  to 
one  of  the  society's  officials,  who  acts  as 
registrar. 


TOO  HIGH  ! 


ATTEMPT  TO  REDUCE  FISH  PRICES. 

Good  progress  reputed  by  the  Co- 
operative Fishing  Society,  wh;eh  Juts  its 
headquarters  at  Scarborough.  Individuals 
as  well  as  societies  are  financially  interested 
in  ii,  but  the  great  majority  >f  the  slmree 
are  held  by  the  Barnsley,  Brights*de  and 
C'arbrook,  Don-aster,  and  Huddersfield 
societies.  The  society  was  registered  las; 
June,  and  it  has  in  its  .-erviee  eight  modem 
steam  trawlers,  two  steam  drifters,  and 
three  cargo  vessels.  Besides  its  liead- 
ounrters  at  Scarborough,  the  society  •» 
directly  represented  at  Hartlepool,  the 
Shields.  Hull.  Fleetwood,  and  Bridlington, 
which  enables  it  to  oemmand  a regular 
supply  of  fish.  Consumers' will  be  interested 
in  the  fact  that  the  society  is  endeavouring 
to  bring  down  prices,  believing  the  present 
rates  to  be  too  high.  Orders  arc  accepted 
from  individuals  as  well  a*  acti'etrr-,.  hut 
those  from  societies  will,  as  far  as  possible, 
have  the  preference.  The  fishing  trade  is 
bod  all  over  tlie  country,  but  the  prospects 
are  said  to  be  improving. 
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ment  will  bound  forward  at  a greater  pace  than  ever. 

AH  the  trade  losses  caused  by  the  slump  have  not 
yet  been  reported  ; but  we  believe  we  have  touched 
bottom  so  far  as  they  are  concerned.  Those  recorded 
in  balance  sheets  now  being  published  are  losses  tor 
the  period  that  has  passed.  We  are  in  a more  hopeful 
era  ; and  the  most  hopeful  sign  of  all  is  the  sign  of  the 
awakening  which  we  have  mentioned. 


THE  PEOPLE’S 
YEAR  BOOK, 

2s.  6d. 

Or  post  free  3/-,  from  Co-operative  Press 
Agency,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 

SPECIAL  TERMS  TO  SOCIETIES  ordering 
quantities  lor  their  Committees,  Employees,  or 
Members. 

READ  WHAT  THE  CRITICS  WRITE. 


“THE  CLARICN  ” 

The  latest  issue  of  this  Vis’? fill  annual  will  be'  universally 
hailed  as  the  record  achievement  of  its  producers'  in  every 
resp.ct.  Ju  the  first  pi  ice  the  appearance  of  the  volume  has 
bom  greatly  enhanced  by  the  decision  to  print  on  antique 
paper.  Se<  jadly  the  illustrations  in  intaglio  lend  a beauty 
to  its  pages  "of  statistic?  \dhi.h  the  Student  will  appreciate. 
Thirdly,  the  contents  and  the  arrangement  thereof  show  an 
iivcreasing  -skill  in  organising  the  vast  mass  of  information 
p:c seated.  . 

No  co-operator  or  trade  unionist  can  be  properly  equipped 
with  the  knowledge  requisite  for  the  understanding  of  his 
organisation's  work  without  the  nidi  of  tins  indispensable 
book.  It  is  full  of  facts  and  statistics  on  every  phase  of  the 
movoment-s,  and  contains  a number  of  special  articles  on 
international  co-operative  trade,  on  finance,  taxation,  and 
national  revenue  and  expenditure,  and  other  interesting 
subjects. 

“THE  LABOUR  PIONEER.” 

The  ‘•People's  Year  Book"  is  an  annual  of  facts  and 
figure®  on  Co-operative,  Labour,  and  allied  subjects, 
national  and  international.  It  includes  the  old  “ C'.W.S. 
Animal,”  and  is.  I think,  a great  improvement  upon  the 
old  solid  facts  and  figures  and  special  articles  we  were 
treated  to  in  those  .day®.  This  is  the  fi'fth  year  of  publica- 
tion. and  it  is  sold  by  the  Co-c pensive  Wholesale  Society 
at  2s.  6d'.  net.  This  price,  of  course,  shows  that  it  is 
bound  to  be  move  in  the  nature  of  a gift  than  a purchase, 
because  the  book  is  worth  three  nr  four  times  the  amount 
it  is  sold  at.  It  i®  one  of  those  bnokk  of  reference  that  no 
student  of  Labour  and  Co-operation  can  afford  to  be 
without,  and  I commend  it  to  every  young  man  who  is 
taking  part  in  public  work,  for  be  will  find  both  facts  and 
figures  to  guide  him  in  any  statements  he  makes  or 
controversies  he  takes  part  in. 

a rd  Co-operative  Congress;* 
of  the  year,  national  and 
international,,  are  admirably 
summarised,  and  the  cus- 
tomary attention  has  been 
paid  to  trade  price®,  vagi 
finance,  economies,  politi- 
co.. of  interest  both  to  the 
public  and  the  student  of 
social  questions.  JTitre  art 
quite  a number  of  excellent 
illustrations.  The  book  si  lb 
at  2s.  Gd. 


The  Labour  Woman — 

" The  People'®  Year  Pock  ” 
gives  n most  comprehensive 
act  omit  of  the,  co-operative 
movement  both  Til  homo  and 
abroad.  It  lias  11-any  fine 
illustrations,  and  records 
varied  and  interesting  facts 
lor  1921.  Amongst  those 
there  is  a short  account  of 
new  pictures  acquired  by  the 
nation,  with  reproducli:’  K, 
as  well  as  record  of  public 
eveiilu  such  as  flic' signing -of 
the  Irish  treaty.  Sm  I.  n 
puhlicition,  at  50  low  a price, 
is  ir deoil  a good  example  of 
i o-cperative  enterprise.' 

Tlse  Newsagent  and  Booh-' 
seller's  Review. 

“The  People’s  Year  Book. 
1922,”  is  literally  packed 
with  facts  and  figures  on 
co-operative,  labour.  and 
allied  subjects,  and  the  work, 
which  is  tastefully  au-1  sub- 
stantially bound  in  red  cloth, 
refleefi  credit  upon  the  edi- 
tors, who  must  nave  worked 
exceedingly  liard  to  get 
together  such  a mass  of 
valuable  information  os  is 
contained  in  its  3<>S  pages. 
The  proceedings  of  Labour 


inti  paper  are  very  good,  and 
the  intaglio  photos  are 
numerous  and  excellent.  'Ibis 
time  the  issue  is  uniform. 
Then?  i>  one  edition  at  2s.  Gu. 
instead  of  the  paper  one  at 
2s.,  and  the  cloth  one  at  “s. 
The  " People's  Year  Book  " is 
a most  useful  volume,  and  is 
sold  at  a price,  paiiieulnrly 
considering  its  quality  and 
general  get-up.  which  will 
make  ordinary  publishers 
envious.  R. 


SHAKE  OFF  THAT 
DEPRESSION. 

Our  weekly  postbag  brings  us  letters — somfe  for  pub- 
lication and  some  not— which  indicate  a quickening  in 
co-operative  life.  They  represent  more  than  the  usual 
awakening  that  comes  with  the  spring.  It  would  seem 
as  if  out  correspondents,  and  men  and  women  with 
whom  we  come  into  contact  in  co-operative  circles,  were 
bent  on  shaking  off  the  depression  caused  by  the  war  and 
by  the  spell  of  unemployment  which  followed  the  slump. 

During  the  war  years  we  were  all. under  the  iron  hand 
of  discipline.  We  were  virtually  told  what  we  should 
eat,  what  we  should”  do,  and  what  we  should  think. 
We  had  to  obey  orders.  We  scarcely  ventured  to  do 
anything  we  were  not  ordered  to  do,  lest  perhaps  we 
should  knock  against  a sharp  corner  of  the  law  some- 
where. Initiative  was  checked,  and,  like  most  other 
human  qualities,  when  not  used  it  tended  to  disappear. 

Most  people  seemed  to  get  on  without  serious*  effort 
of  their  own.  Traders  had  but  to  change,  the  price 
ticket  on  their- sugar  from  2id.  to  6d.  when  the  war 
broke  out,  and  that  simple  act  made  smallTortunes  for 
them.  Later,  when  prices  were  fixed  by  law,  a benevo- 
lent Government  fixed  prices  at  so  considerate  a level 
that  traders  could  not  help;  making  profits.  The  co- 
operative movement  was  not  exactly  in  that  category, 
for  whatever  surpluses  the  societies  lmd  went  back  to 
the  people  who  paid  the  price  fixed  in  the  interests-  of 
j the  traders  ; but  without  special  effort  on  the  part  of 
societies,  members  were  driven  into  our  ranks  by  the 
marauding  tactics  of  the  traders,  and  we  had  phenomenal 
increases  in  membership  and  increased  trade. 

Circumstances  have  changed  somewhat.  Traders  who 
made  their  profits  without  personal  initiative  were  the 
first  to  wake  up  when  the  slump  came.  They  had  to 
regain  ground  taken  from  them  by  the  co-operative 
movement.  They  began  to  exert  themselves  ; and  we 
must  meet  exertion  by  exertion.  Membership  and  trade 
will  not  flow  into  the  co-operative  societies  by  accident. 

The  traders  were  chiefly  the  instruments  of  co-opera- 
tive propaganda  during  the  war.  Their  methods  made 
people  fly  to  us  for  safety.  We  must  now,  individually, 
do  for  the  movement  what  the  traders  did  .for  it  in 
receht  years.  ! * 

Fortunately,  there  is  no  cause  which  can  be  so  easily 
propagated  as  the  co-operative  cause,  and  no  other 
system  carries  within  itself  the  germs  of  such  vigorous 
life  and  progress.  All  we  need  do  to  propagate  co- 
operation is  to  practise  the  principles  we  profess  and 
show  people  the  results,  moral  and  tangible. 

Our  trading' organisations  must  be  our  chief  adver- 
tising agencies.  The  multitudes  to  whom  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  at  present  makes  no  ethical  appeal 
cannot  be  deaf  to  the  appeal  made  to  them  by  a flourish- 
ing, well-kept  co-operative  store  in  which  their  shilling 
will  go  further  than  it  will  anywhere  else.  The  stores 
were  established  because  they  would  do  that  ; we  must 
make  it  self-evident  to  everybody  that  they  still  do  it. 
Every  pound  spent  in  the  store  cheapens  the  goods  sold 
there  ; and  a loyalty  crusade  should  be  embarked  upon 
with  the  full  force  of  all  who  can  bejsnlisted  in  the  effort 
to  win  over  to  the  stores  the  thousands— if-  not  millions 
—of  pounds  that  members  are  now  spending  elsewhere. 

The  success  of  the  stores  has  been  hastened  by  the 
Wholesale  institutions.  It  was  in  that  expectation  that 
the  Wholesale  Societies  were  formed.  What  the  retail 
societies  and  the  individual  co-operators  of  the  country 
owe  to  their  Wholesale  Societies  cannot  be  estimated 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  It  seems  amazing  that 
there  should  be  any  need  to  urge  that  the  societies  should 
take  their  supplies  from  organisations  they  themselves 
established  to  produce  and  supply  the  goods  required 
for  sale,  but  it  is  so.  Capitalist  concerns  produce 
articles,  popularise  them  by  advertisement  rather  than 
quality,  and  co-operators  follow  the  vogue  by  asking 
for  these  goods  in  preference  to  those  which  they  have 
commissioned  the  Wholesale  Societies  to  produce  for 
them.  Members  ask  for  co-operative  productions,  and 
frequently,  fof  one  reason  or  another — often  unin- 
telligible— they  cannot  get  them. 

vYe  hope  the  quickening  process  that  has  now  set 
in  will  be  accelerated.  Every  committee  should  settle 
down  to  a close  investigation  of  the  whole  business  for 
which  it  is  responsible."  Let  us  have,  even  now,  close 
I co-operation  that  has  been  lacking  between  local 
at  committees  and  local  educational 
mittees ; between  the  local  organisations  and  the 
national  organisations,  and  between-  our  national  or- 
ganisations themselves.  Without  that  co-operation 


PROTECTIONIST  FOLLY. 

When  tfie  poet  wrote  the  immortal  lines,  " Man 
never  is,  but  always  to  be  blest,”  he  surely  must  have 
dreamt  of  the  rare  and  refreshing  fruits  of  Protection. 
Its  advocates  are  always  promising  wonderfully  bene- 
ficial results  from  the  application  of  a tariff  or  other 
Protective  nostrum.  These  results  never  seem  to 
materialise,  but  always  to  lie  in  the  future. 

There  is  a case  in  point  just  now  with  regard  to  the 
palm  oil  industry  of  West  Africa.  During  the  war  .1 
Departmental  Committee  of  the  Colonial  Office  made 
a proposal  to  put  a tax  of  £2  per  ton  on  the  export  of 
all  oil  from  our  West  African  possessions,  which  tax 
was  to  be  refunded  to  shippers  when  they  could  prove 
that  the  raw  produce  had  been  consigned  to  British 
factories.  Incidentally,  the  discussion  on  the  subject 
brought  out  remarkable  evidence  in  Parliament  to 
which  wC  have  referred  several  times — of  the  beneficent 
influence  of  the  C.W.S.  in  the  West  African  palm  belt. 
The  object  of  the  proposed  tax  was  to  corner  the  sup- 
plies of  palm  oil  so  that  British  manufacturers  of  mar- 
garine should  be  able  to  oust  their  foreign  competitors, 
particularly  the  Dutch,  from  the  markets  of  the  world 
—a  cute  piece  of  Protectionism  which  seemed  to  have 
every  cog  in  the  wheel  perfect.  Opposition,  however, 
came  from  our  West  African  colonies;  and 'the  pro- 
posal was  shelved  ; but  a year  after  .the  war  ter- 
minated the  scheme  was  fetched  out  of  its  pigeon  hole, 
and  a Protectionist  Colonial  Secretary  instructed  the 
Governor-General  of  our  West  African  colonies  to  pro- 
ceed with  the-  scheme,  which  was  put  into  operation 
forthwith'. 

Now  comes  the  sequel.  The  Dutch  merchants  and 
manufacturers,  seeing  a handicap  to  their  trade  in  the 
prospect  of  being  penalised  to  the  extent  of  £2  per 
ton  in  their  purchases  of  oil,  got  their  Government  to 
s6t  to  work  to  safeguard  their  interests,  and,  as  a result, 
the  Dutch  spent  huge  sums  in  'laying  down  plantations 
in  Sumatra  and  Malay,  and  in  searching  the  forests  of 
South  America  for  vegetable  oil. 

The  outcome,  from  the  British  trading  point  of  view, 
is  disastrous.  The  Dutch  margarine  manufacturers 
have  secured  fresh  sources  of  oil  supply  which  success- 
fully compete  with  the  West  African  product  ; and,  in 
consequence,  the  value  of  the  oil  supplies  from  our 
West  African  possessions  has  dropped  from  £20  to  £<■) 
per  ton  ; while  Birmingham,  Sheffield,  Bradford,  and 
Manchester  exporting  firms  are  on  short  time  because 
contracts  for  British  goods  to  South  Africa  have  been 
cancelled.  Meanwhile,  the  Dutch  retain  their  hold 
on  the  margarine  trade,  and  our  Protectionist  folly 
has  injured  the  natives  of  our  colonies,  injured  the 
workers  in  our  export  trades,  and  has  failed  to  give 
Britain  that  pre-eminence  in  the  margarine  business 
which,  alone,  excused  that  Protectionist  folly. 


Justice. 

Fiiom  the  pffint  of  view  cf 
printing  and  general  ajjuenr- 
uiioe,  tins  issue*  or  the 

committees  and  local  educational  com 
marked  adian-.  cn  t e.pi  r»ra<mt«atinn<5  and  the 

vious  issues.  Hie  printing 


HOUSING  TRAGEDIES. 

The  average  week's  news  at  present  is  truly  sad 
reading.  There  seems  to  be  an  unending  succession 
of  tragedies  in  which  the  unfortunate  victims  are  girl- 
who  have  fluttered  for  a time  in  what  they  regarded 
as  the  pleasures  of  the  world,  or  who  led  what  a coroner, 
last  week,  called  ” the  gay  life.” 

We  have  little  “hesitation  in  pointing  to  what  wo 
believe  to  be  the  chief  factor  in  bringing  so  many  of 
these  poor  butterflies  into  the  dance  of  death.  Four 
years  ago,-  when  writing  of  the  house  Famine,  and  on 
repeated  occasions  since  when  dealing  with  the  same 
subject,  we  emphasised  the  terrible  effect  that  the 
housing  shortage  would  inevitably  have  upon  the 
social  and  moral  life  of  the  nation. 

Some  of  the  tragic  happenings  of  the  past  year  or 
two,  if  their  origin  could  be  traced,  would,  we  are  certain, 
be  found  to  be  attributable  to  the  grave  and  scandalous 
housing  shortage.  Everybody  knows  how  difficult 
it  is  to  find  a house  for  occupation.  In  some  towns  it  u 
not  only  difficult  but  impossible.  In  many  bouses 
small  enough  for  one  family,  two  or  three  families 
may  be  found  in  residence.  There  is  serious  over- 
crowding even  in  fairly  large  houses,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, for  a large  part  of  our  population,  family  pnvacj , 
domesticity,  home  life,  home  pleasures,  and  the  con- 
fidences between  parents  and  children  have  ceased  to 
be.  No  nation  can  possibly  keep  a high  place  or 
long' among  its  civilised  contemporaries  under  these 

conditions.  . „_,i 

\ number  of  the  tragedies  that  have  kept  coroner  ana 
hangman  busy  during  the  past  year  or  two  will  reman 
on  record  to  condemn  the  Governments  — ' rt,,c 


we  will  never  succeed  as  we  ought  to.  We  can  never  ling  of  the  housing  problem,  to  condemn  the  I j( 

lose  our  co-operative  faith  by  practising  it  ; but  we  of  the  building  trade  rings  whose  insistence  j n 

will  fail  to  keep  our  faith  if  we  give  up  practising  it.  : pound  of  flesh  has  undoubtedly  destroyed  si  s • • , 

..  1 1 1 1 : rr.rrrmr'll  .ill  lOf  113X1111;  ’-*J“I 


The  strict  practice  of  co-operative  principles  by  those  j as  bodies,  and  to  reproach  us  all  for  hat  ing  ' 
the  movement  and  in  authority  in  allowed  the  process  of  destruction  to  go  on.  . 

contemplate  this  unhappy  record  of  ptdsdhwr 


who  are  already  in 
it  wiU  provide  those  outside  with  an  object-lesson  in 
the  efficacy  of  our  system  ; and  if  co-operators  shake 
off  the  depression  and  listlessness  begotten  by  the 
unusual  circumstances  of  the  past  few  years  our  move- 


ings.  let  us'not  forget  that  some  of  the  male  participant’ 
in  these  tragedies  have  also  been  the  victims  o 
house  famine. 


March  18,  1922. 
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8U5WEJ5  JLACK  ! A LITTLE  FRICTION 
I’LL  LOCK  THE  WORKMEN  OUT.  IT  LL 
JAVE  AND  BU^T  THE 

.n  ! — T1N1  ©N  FUN  DA 


J*To 


“C’o-oporative  News”  Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesda 

] notice  that  the. final  item  o:i  the  pro- 
gramme for  the*  Sheffield  exhibition,  which 
closes  to-day  (Saturday),  will  1>»  “ Kissing 
Time.''  with  appropriate  music.  As  the 
curate  once  .said,  ” I shall  not  be  there  ” — 
unfortunately.  • * « 

Headers  who  enjoy  the  articles  in  the 
“Co-operative  News”  by  Mr.  George  A. 
Greenwood  will  be  interested  to  barn  that 
another  book  is  shortly  appearing  from  the 
!*„  of  this  young  writer.  Mr.  Greenwood, 
„-|,o  is  a member  of  the  editorial  stall'  of  the 
• Daily  News,”  London,  is  well  known  as  a 
nritcr  on  Inhour  topics  and  as  i < antributor 
to  the  “Millgate  Monthly”  and  other  pub- 
lications. His  new  book  i*  tailed  “Eng- 
land To-day:  A Social  Study  of  Our  Times,” 
and  pictures  in  an  optimistic  manner  this 
coun(ry  as  the  war  has  left  it.  Mr.  Green- 
wood comes  of  an  old  family  of  Yorkshire 
co-operators,  but  the  bulk  of  his  journalistic 
experience  was  gained  in  South  Wales,  as  a 
member  of  the  “ Western  Mail”  staff. 

1 read  a paragraph  in  a “ gossip  ” column, 
the  other  day,  in  which  the  writer  marvelled 
that  a once  well-known  M.P.  had  proved  so 
bad  a " diagnostician  ” that  he  took  a Scottish 
journalist  for  an  American.  Such  mistakes 
arc  often  made.  Three  members  of  the  Co- 
operative Union  Central  Board,  returning 
from  a meeting  in  Manchester,  encountered  a 
festive  Scottish  soldier  in  the  train.  They 
paid  for  his  lunch,  and  Jock  mellowed.  Turn- 
ing to  the  most  aldermanic.  of  the.  three,  he 
said  : " Whit  d'ye  work-  at  ? I can  guess 
whit  the  ithejs  dae.”  “ Can  ye  ? ” asked  one. 

" What  do  you  take  me  for  ? ” “ Onybody. 
wad  ken  that,”  replied  Jock.  “ Yer  an  ingin 
driver.”  Jock,  like  the  M.P.,  was  a bad 


“ diagnostician.”  The  gentleman  mistaken 
for  an  “ ingin  driver  ” was,  and  is  still,  an 
ornOHient  to  the  teaching  profession. 

Mr.  Andrew  Fisher,  formerly  Premier 
of  the  Australian  Commonwealth,  has  been 
found  wanting  in  some  respects  by  the  Kilmar- 
nock Labour  Party,  and  they  have  refused  to 
accept  him  as  a Labour  candidate  for  Parlia- 
ment. Mr.  Fisher  is  a native  of  the  district, 
and  was  educated  at  the  neighbouring  village 


of  Crosshouse.  When  he  visited  the  old 
homestead  a few  years  ago,  with  all  the  glories 
of  the  Australian  Premiership  upon  him,  a 
great  social  gathering  was  organised  in  his 
honour,  and  his  old  schoolmaster  was  present 
— I believe  he  presided.  It  is  a pity  that 
Kilmarnock  is  not  putting  up  a Co-operative 
candidate  for  Parliament  once  more.  It  is 
the  centre  of  the  district  in  which  the  oldest 
co-operative  distributive  effort,  of  which  we 
have  documentary  evidence,  was  carried  on 
for  nearly  thirty  years. 

A man  presented  himself  at  the  portals 
of  Heaven.  St.  Peter  consulted  his  great 
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directory.  After  .haying  t urned  over  the 

leaves  in  vain,  he  said  : 


is  not  inscribed  here.  1 cannot  admit  you.” 
The  astonishment  and  the  disappointment 
of  the  applicant,  and  his  Honest  appearance 
moved  St.  Peter,  who,  not  without  com  pas* 
sion,  asked  : 

“ And  what  did  you  do  on  the  earth?” 

” I was  the  manager  of  n co-operative 
society.  ...” 

“Oh.  my  friend,  why  did  you  not  say  so 
before?  Yetir  name  ought  to  figure  in  the 
book  of  martyrs. ' \ — ‘‘La  Cooperation  ” 
Basle. 


Do  you  recollect  last  week’s  cartoon.. iu  the 
“ News,”  which  depicted  Mr.  Lloyd  Georgo 
and  some  of  his  associates  in  a sledge,  from 
which  the  unwanted  babies  of  the  Govern- 
ment's creation  were  being  thrown  to  the  pur- 
suing wolves  ? I think  Mr.  Montagu  must 
have  seen  it  before  he  made  Saturday's  speech. 
Otherwise  only  the  proverbial  affinity  of  great 
minds  could  have  led  him  into  that  description 
of  Lloyd  George  : There  he  stands  . . . 

scenting  the  air,  waiting  for  the  pursuit,  and 
throwing  to  the  wolves  the  most  convenient 
cargo.” 

♦ ♦ « 

A number  c.f  Newcastle  peorfe  think  that 
a good  opportunity  was  lost  last  week  when 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland  visited  the 
G.W.ST.  in  connection  with  the  Canadian  cattlo 
embargo  meeting.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
Duke  should  have  been  invited  to  inspect 
the  departments,  and  as  a result  it  is  hinted 
he  would  have  followed  the  example  of  his 
neighbour,  Earl  Grey,  and  ” joined  the  store 
nearest  his  door.”  A visit  paid  by  the  late 
Duke  of  Argyll  to  the  ” D.  and  F.”  stores 
in  Glasgow  resulted  in  the  castle" at  Inveraray 
being  added  to  the  list  of  co-operative  house- 
holds. 

Oct  and  A rout. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

So  far  the  Government  have  refused  the  application  made 
by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  for  co-operative  representation 
at  the  forthcoming  international  conference  at  Genoa.  This 
is  not  surprising.  Notwithstanding  the  friendly  sentiments 
expressed  towards  the'  co-operative  movement  by  the  Prime 
Minister  and  his  colleagues  there  is  no  sincerity  in  this  friend- 
liness. Playing  the  game  of  the  “ big  business  ” interests,  the 
Coalition  Ministry  have  no  real  love  for  co-operation,  although 
this  phrase  is  freely  sprinkled  amongst  their  speeches.  The 
Government’s  refusal  is  mTTre  marked  in  the  light  of  the  state- 
ments made  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  announced  that 
representatives  of  commercial  and  financial  interests  are  already 
being  consulted  in  the  preparation  of  material  for  Genoa.  The 
International  Labour  Office  proposes  to  send  six  representa- 
tives to  Genoa.  It  is  extremely  important  that  the  co-operative 
viewpoint  should  have  direct  representation  in  the  important 
deliberations,  seeing  the  leading  part  which  international  co- 
operation is  destined  to  play  in  any  effective  systbm  of  European 
reconstruction.  ' i ♦ . 

The  Bradford  Guardians,  it  is  reported,  find  that  it  costs 
them  £1  10s.  8d.  a week  to  keep  a child.  That  is  with  food, 
clothing,  fuel,  and  other  necessaries  at  the  lowest  prices  avail- 
able, and  with  the  saving  arising  from  collective  cookery  and 
washing.  At  what  figure  should  it  be  possible  to  maintain  a 
child  in  a house  where  there  are  three  or  four  of  them  with  an 
uuem  ployed  father  ? ♦ ♦ ♦ 

lx  ouii  reference  last  week  to  the  decision  upon  Lady  Rhondda’s 
petition  to  receive  the  necessary  summons  to  her  seat  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  we  suggested  that  the  chief  effect  of  the  decision 
should  bo  reflected  in  the  voters’  roll  by  the  abolition  of  the 
thirty  years’  age  minimum  presently  required  as  a womans 
Qualification  for  the  vote.  On  the  evening  that  our  issue  was 
printed,  the  House  of  Commons  passed  flic  First  Reading  of  a 
Bill  to  give  women  the  vote  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  only 
saty  members  voting  against  it.  Mi'.  Arthur  Henderson  and 
Hr.  Aneurin  Williams  were  among  the  " backers  ” of  the  Bill  ; 
a'l  the  Liberal  and  Labour  members  present  voted  for  it ; and 
a majority  of  the  Coalition  members  also  voted  for  it.  The 
Bill,  however,  is  only  a private  member’s  measure  ; and  it 
will  require  a good  deal  of  pressure  to  bring  it  through  all  the 
stages.  The  Rhondda  decision  was  to  come  up  for  ratification 
111  the  Lords  this  week,  when  Lord  Birkenhead  was  to  move 
that  it  be  referred  back  to  the  Privileges  Committee. 

Sut  Leo  Cuiozza  Money,  in  a recent  article  in  a contemporary 
mi  the  dear  loaf,  has  a good  word  to  say  about  co-operative 
nkerics.  Discussing  why  the  bitad  trade  should  exhibit 
6“ch  vagaries  of  price.  Sir  Leo  points  out- that  8d.,  9d.,  and  lOd. 
^ being  charged  in  different  localities  at  one  and  the  same 
ime.  During  the  war  an  inquiry  was  undertaken  by  the 
- hhstry  of  Food,  and  showed  that  Great  Britain  possessed 
,000  bakeries,  but  that  four-fifths  of  all  the  bread  sold  was 
Troduccd  by  only  4,000 of  them  ; that  is  to  say,  40,000  bakeries, 
°r  on-devenths  of  the  whole  number,  produced  only  one-fifth 
0 our  bread  supply.  The  cost  of  production  varied  so  enor- 
mpusly  that  there  was  a difference  between  the  lowest  and 
£ ^ cos^  of  making  bread  of  twenty  shillings  a sack  ; the 
'ost  cost  per  sack  being  seven  shillings  ; the  highest  twenty- 
'*n‘  ‘^n<H  says  Sir  Leo  : " Well-managed  co-operative  bakeries 
f-  found  to  be  making  bread  at  the  former  figure  at  a profit 


As  a rule,  cheapness  went  with  good  quality ; dearness  with  a 
lack  of  hygiene.  Strong  corroboration,  adds  -Sir  Leo,  of  the 
results  of  this  official  investigation  were  found,  not  only  in  the 
experience  of  the  co-operative  societies,  but  in  the  makiif^  of 
bread  in  the  army,  and  in  the  remarkably  successful  Labour 
experiment  at  Bermondsey,  which  now  has  a turnover  in  bread 
of  nearly  £2,000  a week. 

One  of  the  difficulties  co-operative  societies  have  to  face  is 
the  fact  that  goods  sold  in  capitalist  shops  are  sometimes 
ticketed  at  lower  prices,  than  those  prevailing  in  the  movement. 
The  lower  price,  however,  is  more  often  than  not  an  expression 
of  inferior  quality.  The  “ Daily  News  ” lias  been  conducting' a 
campaign  against  shoddy  footwear  ; and  it  appears  that  the 
soles  of  far  too  many  of  the  cheap  boots  now  being  offered  by 
private  traders  to  the  public  are  composed  very  largely  of  paper 
and  other  substitutes  for  leather.  A medical  officer  of  health, 
quoted  by  our  contemporary,  remarks : " Bad  boots  are  worse 
than  no  boots  at  all.”  And  another  doctor  states  that  “ Defec- 
tive footwear  in  general  is  the  cause  of  half  the  illness  and  sick- 
ness -observed  in  school  children  ” ; bronchitis  and  pneumonia 
being  mentioned  as  two  of  the  illnesses  due  to  shoddy  paper 
boots.  " The  great  fraud,”  as  is  remarked  in  the  “ Daily 
News,”  “ lies  in  the  fact  that  paper  boots  may  be  made  to  feel 
all  right  when  tried  on  and  paid  for.”  It  is  suggested  that,  it 
ought  to  be  made  a penal  offence  to  use  adulterated  materials 
in  the  manufacture  of  boots.  Such  a suggestion,  however, 
is  unlikely  to  be  adopted,  and  the  one  safeguard  the  public 
has  is  to  buy*  co-operative  boots.  The  co-operative  stamp  is 
a guarantee  that  the  footwear  purchased  is  genuine.  The  cost 
may  be  a trifle  higher  than  the  shoddy  article,  but  that  is  cheaper 
than  pneumonia ; and,  after  all,  ” there's  nothing  like  leather.” 

We  have  no  doubt  that  some  people  will  read  with  satis- 
faction, in  the  report  prepared  by  the  United  Kingdom  Alliance, 
that  on  December  31st,  1921,  there  was  in  bond  in  this  country 

156.561.000  proof  gallons  of  spirits — cv  about  five  years’  supply. 
There  are  many,  however,  who  derive  no  special  pleasure-*  from 
those  figures  or  others  contained  in  the  same  report.  There 
was  a reduction  in  the  consumption  of  alcohol  in  the  kingdom 
(luring  the  year — a reduction  of  about  Time-and-a-half  million 
gallons— but  sixty-one  million  gallons  were  consumed.  In  the 
year’s  production  of  beer  950,000  tons  of  barley  and  grain, 

45.000  tons  of  rice  and  maize,  and  95,000  tons  of  sugar  were 
used.  To  produce  the  spirits  consumed  during  the  year, 

200.000  tons  of  grain  were  required.  The  report  estimates  that 
£402,700,000  was  spent  on  the  intoxicating  liquor  consumed  in 
the  kingdom  during  the  year ; from  which  the  Government 
derived  £190,000,000  of  revenue.  Presumably  some  of  the 
“ trade  ” advocates  will  argue  that  the  people  are  drinking 
themselves  out  of  national  debt.  The  figures. speak  eloquently 
of  the  national  folly. 

In  his  oratorical  attack  upon  the  Prime  Minister  and  Cabinet 
methods  on  Saturday,  Mr,  Montagu  (the  late  Secretary  of  State 
ifor  Lidia)  told  us  little  that  half  the  public  did  not  know  and 
that  the  other  half  did  not  surmise.  Before  Mr.  Montagu 
spoke,  ridicule  was  brought  upon  the  head  of  the  Prime  Minister 
by  his  own  published  complaint  that  the  Secretary  for  India 
had  set  a-  precedent  in  constitutional  impropriety  by  acting 
in  his  own  way.  Ministers  have  notoriously  done  that  almost 
since  1914  ; and,  when  the  war  was  at  its  height,  the  “ News” 
week  after  week  pointed  to  the  lack  of  co-operation  in  the 
Cabinet  as  the  cause  of  enormous  waste  in  life,  food,  and  money. 
The  Prime  Minister's  whole  record,  since  he  assumed  his  office, 


has  been  one  of  constant  flight  in  the  face  of  precedent.  The 
picture  of  him  drawn  by  Mi.  Montagu,  with  his  inside  knowledge, 
coincides  with  a very'  general  impression  of  him  formed  by  his 
high-handed  acts  since  1916  ; and  his  dictatorship  has  been 
resented  by  all  who  have  any  sense  of  real  democracy.  We 
denounced  the  methods  by  which  Mr.  Lloyd  George  supplanted 
Mr.  Asquith.  We  have  little  sympathy  with  Mr.  Montagu  who, 
a devoted  follower  of  Mr.  Asquith  even  after  1916,  readily 
accepted  service  under  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  Intrigue  succeeds. 
We  have  had  evidence  of  its  success;  but  it  rarely  succeeds 
for  long,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  George  who  counted  on  Unionist  help 
to  dish  the  Asquithians  now  finds  Himself  being  edged  out  of 
the  Downing-strcet  nest  by  those  who  put  and  kept  him  there. 
What  we  need  in  politics  to-day  is  a little  more  honest  principle. 
Progressive  principles  avowed  in  1914,  in  1916,  in  1918,  have 
been  disavowed  since ; although,  no  doubt,  they  will  be  pro- 
claimed anew  when  another  appeal  to  the  electorate  is  made. 
In  the  ^meantime,  principle  in  forgotten  in  intrigue,  and  we  look 
on  while  grown  men  behave  themselves  like  schoolboys.  Un- 
fortunately we  look  on  while  other  things  are  happening  ; and, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  intrigues  that  our-  politicians  have  not  yefc 
given  up,  we  may  witness  trouble  in  the  Near  East  and  in  India 
— not  to  speak  of  Western  Europe— which  will  not  be  easily 
settled.  The  “old  gang’’  ought  to  go,  bag  and  baggage,  to 
make  way  for  those  who  have  “ collective  responsibility  ” to 
the  people  alone. 

O,  to  be  in  the  garden  now  the  spring  is  here  ! Unforlunatelv, 
notwithstanding  the  promises  of  politicians,  only  too  many  of 
our  people  are  denied  the  opportunity  of  making  a little  paradise 
for  themselves  at  the  kitchen  door.  More  often;  than  not  the 
unoccupied  ground  is  represented  by  half-a-dozen  flags.  But 
the  closed- in- town  dweller  who  loves  plants  and  flowers  need 
not  despair  even  though  he  has  only  the  porch  and  window  sills 
to  go  at.  It  is  wonderful  what  can  be  done  with  a few  small 
boxes  and  some  lengths  of  trellis  or,  if  need  be,  string  and  nails. 
Seeds  and  soils  should  be  within  the  reach  of  the  poorest  purse 
nowadays.  These  considerations  prompted  us  to  invite  Mr. 
Greening  to  tull  our  readers  who  live  in  towns  how  they  might 
brighten  their  homes  and  their  lives  with  flowers.  He  writes 
as  an  authority  on  the  subject,  and  to  the  value  of  many  of  his 
suggestions  we  can  bear  testimony  from  practical  experience. 
Francis  Bacon  has  described  the  garden  as  “ the  greatest  re- 
freshment to  the  spirits  of  man.”  One  would  have  difficulty 
in  framing  its  nearest  competitor ; and  what,  after  all,  is  a 
box  full  of  choice  blooms  on  the  window  sill  but  a garden  in 
miniature  ? 

Professor  H.  Bompas  Smith  (of  the  Faculty  of  Education 
at  Manchester  University)  gave  a splendid  endorsement  to  the 
views  expressed  in  the  “Co-operative  News”  last  week  with 
regard  to  the  Education  Minister's  promised  attack  upon  the 
Cripple  Schools,  and  upon  the  feeding  and  medical  attention 
presently  allowed  to  children.  In  a letter  to  the  “ Manchester 
Guardian,”  Professor  Bompas  Smith  scheduled  as  “ repugnant  ” 
the  proposals  to  spend  less  money  on  the  physically  and  mentally 
defective  children.  He  saw  no  economy  in  the  abolition  of 
the  school  feeding  of  children — since  they  must  be  fed  some- 
where— but  he  asserted  that  if  Mr.  Fisher’s  ideas  of  economy 
were  to  be  carried  out  “ the  poor  but  able  boy  or  girl  is  bound 
to  have  less  chance  of  education  than  at  present.”  The  Board 
of  Education  deferred  to  public  opinion  to  some  extent  by 
rejecting  several  of  the  proposals  of  the  Geddes  Committee. 
Public  opinion  must  be  asserted  more  clearly  and  more  vigorously 
still,  and  the  shameful  attack  on  the  most  helnless  section  of 
the  children  will  be  called  off  promptly. 
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WHAT  ISJVRONG? 

ilo  ih E Enitoit,  - C'O  OPEB.UIVE  Nr.wa."] 

Sin  — \niong  the  inconsistencies  that  fre- 
quently puzzle  the  loyal  co-operator,  there 
is  none  more  staring  than  the  way  many 
societies  ignore  their  own  audit  department. 
There  are  many  societies— large  ones,  too— 
that  show  a fine  loyalty  to  the  t.YN.b.  in 
other  directions,  but'  in  the  matter  ot  audit- 
ing leave  their  own  audit  department  in  the 
lurch.  Sometimes  it  is  te  employ  a local 
firm,  hut  often  even  this  is  not  the  case, 
i can  imagine  committees  of  those  societies 
reproaching  their  members  for  getting 
bread  from  a private  baker.  The  reply 
usually  is,  “-Oh,  we  have  done  with  him  so 
long  we  do  not  care  to  leave  him.”  Is  there 
any  better  answer  than  this  when  a com- 
mittee is  charged  with  disloyalty  in  the 
matter  of  auditing?  The  best  I can  conceive 
would  be  tliut  “ our  nuditors  have  served  us 
for  years,  and  understand  our  affairs,” 

— Yours,  &c.< 

John-  Joxes  of  Manchester. 

Sir, -‘-The  discussion,  on  management 
committees,  revived  by  a “ Mere  Man,” 
always  brings  to  my  mind  the  'following 
question:  “ Why  do  members  elect  such  a 
large  number  of  uneducated  old  fogies  to 
represent  them  on  management  commit- 
tees?'’ Management  committees  all  over 
the  kingdom  are  burdened  with  these 
people— on  a great  many  committees  they 
predominate.  Men  in  their  “ second  child- 
hood," and  "without  education,  initiative, 
and  business  ability,  are  time  after  time 
elected  to  responsible  positions.  I contend 
that  one  of  the  chief  needs  of  the  move- 
ment- at  the  present  time  is  the  replace- 
ment of  these  “ old  women  ” by  young  men 
and  women  with  brains  and  initiative  filled 
witli  an  enthusiasm  begotten  of  ideals,  not 
of  mercenary  motives.  It  is  no  wonder  to 
me  that  tliere  is  retrogression  instead  of 
progress  in  certain  districts?- — Yours,  «fcc., 
“Home  Sir  dent  of  Co-operative 
- Societies." 

March  10th,  1922. 

What  About  the  Committees? 

Sir. — Tliat  our  members’  purchasing 
power  "is  greatly  reduced  we  all  know,  but 
tliat  does  not  explain  the  fact  that  a much 
smaller  portion  of  their  incomes  is  spent 
with  our  societies  than  formerly.  I tear 
there  is.  as  your  correspondents  hint,  lack 
of  confidence.  Men  are  losing  faith  either 
in  the  movement  or  in  its  representatives. 

I am  told  that  some  of  the  oldest  co-opera- 
tors, almost  life-long  members  of  our 
society,  are  Only  purchasing  sparingly,  and, 
it  is  assumed  with  good  reason,  going  to 
private  traders  for  many  of  their  require- 
ments. We  made  very  • foolish-  changes  in 
our  rules  some  timer  «go.  making  our  com- 
mittee stupidly  large  and  excluding  From  it 
all  who  had  relatives  employed  by  the 
society.  The  latter  regulation  lost  us  all 
our  men  of  experience,  and  we  hove  now  a 
committee  without  co-operative  or  business 
experience'  of  any  kind.  Can  we  be  sur- 
prised that  their  achievements  are  no) 
brilliant  successes?— Yours,  Ac.. 

Another  Co-operator. 
March  13th,  1922. 

Derby  Boot  Factory. 

Sir. — It  would  be  interesting  to  a few  in 
Derby  to  know  what  is  wrong.  About  two 
years  ago  the  C'/W-S.  bought  a shoe  factory 
at  Derby.  They  promised  that  they  would 
not  discharge  any  workpeople,  but  would 
want  more.  We  regret  they  have  recently 
discharged  eleven  men — ill  producers- 
from  the  lasting  department,  on  the  plea  of 
reducing- the  stall'.  We  cannot  help  but 
think  that  injustice  lias  been  done,  for  eight 
of  them  are  file-long  mem  bore  of  the  Derby 
-Society,  and  the  majority  of  them  have 
reached  the  age  when  there  is  little  chance 
of  their  obtaining  another  situation.  Un- 
fortunately tliere  i.s  only  one  more  trades 
union  shoe  factory  in  Derby.  It  is  a strange 
coincidence  tliat  four  of  the  eleven  ore 
the  -local  executive  of  the  trades  union. 
Those  of  us  who  have  been  in  the  co-opera- 
tive and  trades  union  movements  all  our 
lives  looked  forward  with  bright  hopes 
when  they,  the  C’.W.S. , bought  the  Derby 
factory;  but  we  are  disappointed,  as  when 
the  factory  was  under  private  enterprise 
it  was  the  custom  that  when  had  trade 
came  along  we  all  shared  alike  and  no  one 
was  discharged. — Yours,  &c., 

Derby.  J.  Mkakin. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Richard  Bucknoli.  (Nebraska). — Bless 
you  for  your  kind  words  and  your  enthu- 
siasm. If  you  look  at  the  first  page  of  this 
issue,  you  will  see  that  your  long-distance 
message  has  been  complied  with. 

“J.  B.”  (London). — We  are  doing  our 
Best  to  answer  questions  put  to  us;  but  we 
must  do  it  in  the  “News.”  Me  cannot 
undertake  to  post  replies  to  all  the  queries 
received. 

F.  H.  (Chester). — We  did  refer  to  it 
about  a year  ago.  anti  for  a time  it  “ lay 
low."  It  is  not  enough  to  “know”;  we 
must  be  able  to  “ prove”  what  we  say  to 
the  satisfaction  of  judge  and  jury. 

J.  J.  H.  (Nottingham). — The  subject  is 
being  discussed  in  our  correspondence 
columns.  Why  ehoujd  your  contribution  to 
the  discussion  take  the  form  of  a special 
-article?  Be  a sport. 

P.  Walker.— We  declined  it  because  its 
only  effect  would  have  been  to  inflame  a 
local  quarrel.  Articles  must  be  of  "*  general  ” 
iuterest. 

“ (1.  L.  M.”  (Plymouth). — You  have  not 
got  it  correctly.  We  have  referred  to  it, 
and  we  have  quoted  from  it  j but  what  we 
kept  out  was  a huge  advertisement. 


MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


(CoiracspOVDENTS  ore  requested  lo  write  in  ink.  on 
one  side  of  Hie  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
Pgp,  sex.  Occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
” noms-de-plunic  " or  initials,  but  also  giving  reel 
nomoi  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  be  com 
sidered.  Address,  " Tiie  Doctor,”  " Co-operative  News. 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.] 


‘•Proud  Flesh”  (C.- N.”).— The  fear  of 
wliat  is  called  “ proud  flesh  is  groundless 
— tlie  condition  being  merely  tlie  ‘ granu- 
lations” by  which  Nature  fills  up  the  sub- 
stance which  has  been  lost  through  the 
injury.  There  is  nothing  dangerous,  or 
malignant,  about  it,  and  it  is  simply  a sign, 
of  natural  repair. 

Nunky.” — I think  the  girl  is  too  hardly 
worked  nud  requires  a rest.  A personal 
examination  of  the  spine  would  be  advisable 
as  to  the  existence  of  any  spinal  affection  or 
kidney  disease.  The  panel  doctor  could  do 
this.  To  prescribe  “a  tonic”  before  this  is 
done  would  be  unwise. 

Neurasthenia  (reply  to  “ Pendle  Hill,” 
Snappy,”  and  “Jackson”). — There  is  no 
Special  medicinal  “cure”  for  this,  and  re- 
covery from  it  is  a question  of  time, 
patience,  hygiene,  as  much  out-of-door  exer- 
cise as  possible,  with  cod  liver  oil  and  malt 
extract,  syrup  of  hypophosphites,  and  plenty 
of  good' food. 

Miss  J.  M."  (Edinburgh).— -A  form  of 
indigestion  witli  flatulence  seems  to  be  your 
trouble.  Try  this  mixture: — Carbonate  of 
magnesia,  1 drachm;  bicarbonate  of  soda,  2 
drachms;  powdered  ginger,  1 drachm ; 
peppermint  water  to  8 ounces.^  One  table- 
spoonful  three  times  a day.  For  the  swel- 
ling cif  the  ankle,  if  it  continues  and  recurs, 
you  should  get  the  urine  examined. 

Urinary  Trouble  (“  Advice  ”).  — For 
your  bladder  symptoms  the  following 
mixture  may  help  you : — Bicarbonate  of 
potash.  2 drachms;  tincture  of  hyosoyainus, 

2 drachms;  compound  tincture  of  rhubarb, 

2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms; 
infusion  of  buchu  to  8 ounces.  One  table- 
spronful  three  times  a day.  Drink  plenty 
of  barley  water,  and  continue  the  diet  habits* 
referred  to  in  your  letter. 

Neuritis  Behind  the  Ear. — You  are  evi- 
dently overstudying  and  need  to  get  more 
out-of-doers  exercise  and  less  confinement 
and  less  burning  , “ the  midnight  oil.1 
Neuralgia — or -neuritis— is  Nature’s  call  lor 
better  blood  supply,  Sind  fresh  air  is  the  beet 
blued  supplier  and  purifier.  At  the  same 
time  you  may  take  quinine  tablets,  2 grains 
three  times  a day;  for  three  days  running, 
discontinue  for  three  days,  and  resume  until 
improvement. 

Psoriasis  (“A  Sufferer  horn  Psoriasis  ' ). 
—You  mu>3it  not  expect  speedy  recovery, 
under  any  treatment.  Psoriasis  is  largely 
nervous  in  its  origin,  and  is  apt  to  he  erratic 
in  its  course— sometimes  disappearing 
spontaneously.  Here  axe  some  of  the  local 
preparations  which  aro  sometimes  followed 
by  good  results  : — Oil  of  cade  ; liquor  (ar- 
bor,is  detergens;  tar  ointment;  resorem 
ointment.  Upon  these  the  changes  may  be 
rung  until  recovery  occurs. 

“ C.  I.  D.”— You  best  describe  your  condi- 
tion by  tlie  expression  in  your  letter  Of  “ tins 
humbug."  For  assuredly  it  is  nothing  else 
in  your  case,  coupled  with  exaggeration  and 
imagination,  and  all  due  to  pure  nervous- 
r.-3Ss,  the  “ cure  ” of  which  lies  in  your  own 
hands— getting  out  into  the  open  air  more  ; 
taking  Tegular,  systematic  exorcise  (your 
“ bit  of  sprinting  in  the  summer  time  ’ is 
useless  being  too  severe  and  too  inter- 
mittent—regularity  of -daily  exorcise  being 
wliat.  you  should  aim  at). 

“ Hendon.” — Your  tongue  trouble  seems 
to  me  to  be,  in  the  main,  neuralgic,  lor 
which  t)ie  best  treatment  is  to  leave  it  nlone^ 
to  try  and  forget  it, -and  not  to  worry  about 
it  The  more  you  think  about  it  and  treat 
it— with  lotions,  Ac.- the  worse  will  it  be. 
It  is  probably  cl  nervous  origin,  and  of  no 
particular  consequence.  Get  move  out  of 
doors.  Should  the  symptoms  continue;  and 
especially  should  tliere  be  any  hardness  in 
any  part  of  tlie  tongue  substance,  you  must 
consult  your  doctor.  But  you  might  see 
your  panel  doctor,  anyway. 

Double  Vision  (“Eye”). — This  is  not 
the  simple  condition  you  have  been  told  it 
is.  I do  not  want  to  pcse  as  au  alarmist ; 
but  truth  is  always  best,  however  un- 
pleasant. The  symptom  is  not  due  to  t.ie 
eye.  but  lins  its  origin  in  the  brain,  and 
indicates  some  abnormality  m the  local 
circulation — possibly  due  to  over-work,  or 
alteration  in  tlie  blood  vessels,  of  the  nature 
of  hardening,  such  ns  precedes  rupture 
(apoplexy).  Therefore  let  tlie  symptom  lie 
a warning  to  you  to  “ ease  off  ’ over-work, 
and  to  lower  your  brain  bleed  pressure. 
Don’t  neglect  it,  but  consult  a good 
physician. 

Nettle-Rash  (“  Troubled  ”).  —Nettle-rash 

or  “ urticaria  seems  to  be  your  trouble, 

a condition  which  is  chiefly  due  to  disturb- 
ances of  the  digestive  organs,  and  often  due 
to  improper  foods,  and  especially  certain  soft 
foods,  euoli  as  cockles  mussels,  lobsters, 
oysters,  and  certain  kinds  of  fish.  In  some 
eases  the  symptoms  are  due  to  ether  foods, 
such  as  pork,  sausages,  and  certain  fruits, 
especially  strawberries  and  raspberries.  1 bo 
treatment  depends  upon  the  recognition  of 
the  cause — perhaps  an  emetic  to  rid  the 
stomach  of  the  offending  food,  followed  by 
an  aperient  and  by  medicines  which  act  by 
counteracting  the  acid  poison  in  the  stomach 
and  the  blood— such  as  effervescing  citrate 
of  magnesia,  or  bicarbonate  of  soda  or 
potash.  For  the  local  itching  the  applica- 
tion of  soda  baths  is  advisable;  and  the 
patient  should  avoid  the  partioriUr  artic-Jo 
of  food  which  has  bean  blamed  for  a previous 
attack. 


Fret." — Soak  the  callosity  in  hot  soda 
and  water;  pare  the  hardened  skin,  as  far  as 
you  can  bear,  and  paint  the  whole  toe  with 
tincture  of  iodine.  Repeat  this  at  times, 
and  wear  properly  fitting  boots. 

Enlarged  Prostate  (“  Worried  ” and  ” J. 
T.  Mac.”). — This  is  a senile  coni  plaint, 
which  is  incurable;  though’  its  progress  may 
Ik?  somewhat  modified  by  proper  treatment. 
You  should  place  yourself  in  the  hands  of  an 
experienced  doctor,  who  may  require  to  rise 
n catheter — though  it  is  wise  to  postpone 
this  as  long  us  possible. 


Parched  Mouth  During  Sleep  (“  H.H.”). 
— This  is  due  to  sleeping  with  the  mouth  open 
— as  anyone  would  find  if  you  were  -watched  ; 
and  tlie  only  treatment  is  to  rentsve  your 
artificial  teeth  during  sleep  nud  go  to  sleep 
upon  your  right  side,  with  your  mouth 
closed.  This  is  one  of  the  “ frank  replies  ” 
you  say  you  admire  in  our  Medical  Column. 

' “ Sad,  52.” — You  are  evidently  “ a mass 
of  nerves'”  ; the  victim  of  what  you  describe, 
and  tlie  sooner  you  set  about  your  own 
reform  the  better.  "What  you  very  kindly 
call  “the  helpful  and  healful  water  of  our 
Medical  Column  ” will  do  you  no  good  unless 
you  apply  the  advice— for  surely  i.o  mediciue 
can  minister  to  a mind  so  “ diseased  ” as 
yours.  There  is  sufficient  power  of  recovery 
in  Nature  to  effect  “a  cure,”  even  in  vour 
case,  provided  you  gave- lier  a chance.  So 
buck  up,  dien’t  talk  so  much  about  what  you 
would  Like  to  do,  but  do  it,  manfully  and 
perseveringly ; get  out  into  the  open  air 
more ; fill  your  blood  with  oxygen,  and  so 
purify  your  blood— aud  your  thoughts. 

Goitre  (“  E.  AY.”).— This  is  more  common 
among  women  than  men,  and  is  seldom 
found  among  young  children.  The  cause  is 
often  iibs cure,  and  its  best  medicinal  treat- 
ment is  by  iodide  of  potassium,  internally— 
five  grain  tabloids  three  times  a day— and 
the  application  of  tincture  of  iodine — or 
iodex — to  the  swelling.  But  as  each  case 
needs  special  attention,  with  the  particular 
symptoms  which  accompany  it,  the  patient 
should  be  under  the  care  of  a doctor.  An 
operation  fc.r  its  removal  is  seldom  advisable, 
and  the  treatment  is  apt  to  be  tedious;  but 
the  complaint  is  seldom  dangerous.  From 
this  you  will  be  able  to  infer  the  treatment 
of  your  own  case.  As  you  are  forty-seven 
years  of  age  “ change-”  may  be  affecting 
you  Tho  small  lump  Ls  probably  an 
enlarged  gland,  wliioli  it  might  be  advisable 
to  get  removed.  Many  thanks  for  your 
commendation  of  our.  Medical  Column  as 
giving  “ very  valuable  advice.” 

Heart  Disease  and  Sudden  Death 
(“  Worried  ”).— In  spite  of  tlie  general  im- 
pression, there  ore  cicinparatively  few  sudden 
deaths  from  lieart  disease.  Tho  most 
serious  variety  is  “aortic  valvular- disease  ” 
—and  fortunately  that  is  lees  common  than 
“mitral  disease,  whose  course  is  usually 
slow,  tedious,  and  trying— causing  dropsy 
and  slow  outwearing  of  the  patients 
strength.  But  in  your  case,  as  detailed  in 
vour  letter,  the  less  you  trouble  yourself 
about  vour  heart  symptoms  the  better. 
Many  -o'f  these  are  not  due  to  heart  disease 
at  all,  but  to  unset  of  its  nervous  arrange- 
ments ; it  may  be  from  flatulence,  mental 
conditions,  and  such;  and  your  best  plan  is 
to  think  less  of  wliat  you  call  your 
“attacks.”  to  lb  down  on  your  right  side, 
- with  the  head  elevated,  to  drink  a teaspoen- 
ful  of  sal  volatile  in  water,  and  to  keep 
perfectly  quiet  till  the  attack  passes  off.  Of 
course,  your  doctor  will  tell  you  whether 
there  is  real  organic  heart  disease  or  simply 
functional  disturbance ; and  you  must  obey 
his  special,  instructions. 


Ideal  Milk 
is  Ideal  Economy 

You  can  work  it  out  for  yourself. 
Whichis  thecheaper— ‘evaporated’ 
milk  with  some;  of  the  water  ex- 
tracted, or  Ideal  Milk  from  which 
all  excessive  moisture  has  been 
taken  ? Which  is  better — milk 
with  some  cream  in,  or  Ideal  Milk 
with  ALL  THE  CREAM  in? 

Moreover  you  can  always  depend 
on  llis  purity  a?id  freshness  of 

IDEAL 

MILK 

(THE  EVERYDAY  MILK) 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores,  and 
packed  by 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8,  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON,  EC  ). 


WHAT  OUR  READERS 
THINK. 

[To  the  Editor.  “ Co-operative  News.’  ] 

Pig  Keeping. 

Sir, — We  are  running  pedigree  herds  of 
large  black  pigs  and  Gloucester  Spots.  We 
should  like  to  communicate  with  any  society 
which  keeps  pigs,  with  a view  to  exchange 
of  ideas  and  experience,  and  should  l»e  par- 
ticularly glad  to  hear  from  any  society  whirl, 
keeps  large  White  Yorkshires,  Lincoln  slm,- 
Curly  Coats,  or  Middle  White  Berkshire' 

We  should  be  glad  to  exchange  ideas  with 
any  society  now  farming  able  to  give  us  in- 
formation or  seeking  it.  Cun  such  societies 
arrange  some  system  of  correspondence  ami 
exchange  which  would  be  to  tho-  mutual 
advantage  of  all  concerned? — Youis  truly, 
J.  Walter  Gent,  General  Manager. 

Rad  stock  Co-operative  Society. 
Radstock,  near  Bath.  March  7th.  1922. 
Trip,  Presents,  and  Expense. 

Sir, — In  the  issue  of  March  4th  tliere 
appeared,  under  the  heading,  “ Off  to  Mos- 
cow,” a paragraph  about  the  royal  wedding, 
in  which  some  remarks,  nasty  and  other- 
wise, are  made.  One,  by  Mr.  Hibberd.  who 
was  speaking  about  the  thousands  of  pound-, 
spent  on  presents,  seems  very  much  out  of 
place.  He  wishes,  of  course,  to  imply  that 
this  is  a waste  of  money.  Does  he  not  con- 
sider it  a bigger  waste  of  money  to  send 
five  delegates  to  Moscow  at  the  movement 
expense?  The  money  they  will. spend  could, 
with  far  better  advantage,  be  spent  in  Eng- 
land amongst  the  people  on  the  verge  of 
starvation  mentioned  by  another  speaker 
The  people  who  subscribed  to  Prince- - 
Mary’s  presents  were  at  any  rate  upending 
their  own  money,  but  some  of  mine  is  going 
to  pay  for  the  trip  to  Moscow,  which  I 
grudge  Verv  much. 

Why  this  Moscow  trip?  Is  The  co-opera- 
tive movement  so  enamoured  of  Russian 
methods  that  it  wants  to  get  into  clos.-i 
touch  with  them?  1 don’t  think  we  hav- 
much  to  leant  fr6m  Bolsheviks.— \ mu 
faithfully,  Check  No.  9,287. 

Derby. 

[The  purpose  of  the  mission  to  Russia  Inn! 
been  dealt  with  in  issues  of  the  “ News 
prior  to  that  of  March  4th. — Eu.] 
Employees  and  Principles. 

Sir. — Iu  your  issue  of  the  11th  inst.  Mr. 
R.  Horsley  .writes : “ The  time  is  not  fm 
distant  when  any  person  wishing  to  ben  n 
a member  or  employee  of  our  societies  v.  ill 
undergo  an  examination  in  co-opera  u 
principles.” 

Wliat  would  happen  to  our  present  hki 
bership  if  the  examination  test  were  a, 
plied?  Does  Mr.  Horsley  or  anyone  else  ia 
the  whole  movement  know  of  any  tet  <" 
principles  that  can  he  supplied  as  the  stan- 
dard articles  of  the  co-operative  creed,  **i 
of  any  obligation  upon  any  society  to  adop1 
them?  . . 

The  Rochdale  Pioneers  fixed  two  prim  ipi 
on  which  to  conduct  business,  viz.,  read', 
money  (no  credit)  and  dividends  to  pin- 
ch a tiers  (not  to  capital).  Upon  these  prin- 
ciples an  ideal  business  of  world-wide  mag- 
nitude has  grown.  But  they  gave  “ >m 
principles”  to  make  ideal  co-operator-. 
Consequently,  when  money  is  scarce  sal. 
go  down,  and  when  dividend  fails,  m 
motive  power  is  gone.  The  teachers  ol  i l 
movement  in  a very  limited  circle  talk  pm 
eiples.  ideals,  loyalty,  and  politics;  but  even 
society  is  a law  unto  itself,  and  the 
movement  is  purely  v.oluntary,  ronseqm  a'  ' 
the  teaching  is  without  authority,  ami  tall 
to  the  ground.  If  we  cannot  unite  and 
organise  the  societies  of  the  movement  mi* - 
cossfully;  liow  can  we  show  the  way  for  th- 
Co-operative  Commonwealth?  Whether  v 
like  it  or  not,  we  are  in  the  whirlpool  ■•! 
competition.  Competitive  values  arc  a 
human  demand.  We  may  slander  our  oppo- 
nents if  we  will,  hut  we  are  all  in  the  am. 
boat.  Wbat  we  need  most  is  umlmii  i" 
guide  our  own  without  political  anl  <>r  con- 
trol.— Yours.  « fro.,  James  Harrison. 

10,  Lambton-road.  Stocktou-on-lees. 

Compulsory  Membership. 

Srn. — I am  surprised  that  some  of  

correspondents  ore  so  keen  about  the  p'"- 
posal  to  “compel”  the  employees  m t' 
Wholesale  and.  1 suppose,  m other  l" 
to  become  store  members.  It  >s  a st"P1', 
proposal.  We  are  doing  a big  trade,  o 
we  have  some  of  the  piggefit  factories 
the  country;  but  in  spite  ot  it  all  we  1,1 
onlv  employ  one  member  in  twenty 

hud  any  sense  tli 1,1 


IVUliM 


these  employees  had  any  sense  im\' 
know  the  advantage  of  being  member-  ol 
their  societies  but  n we  compel  them  "* 
moke  it  a condition  of  their  cm, Joy, .cun 
that  they  should  be  member.,  the  b 
result  would  be  that  the  organise  • 
plovers,  adopting  the  policy  of  rcp'iv  • 
would  make  il  a condition  that  then  ' “ 
nlovees  dial!  not  be  members  of  co-op*  r. 

C soeietie-  What  will  the  move, ».  ;<•> 

for  the  unemployed  nineteen  menitar 
of  every  twenty  then?  It  i, 
big  business  cannot  take  this  lin  . _ 

if  could  not  be  taxed  but  we  ,m»  Mu*; 
that  we  have  been.  Why  cannot*  ni 
be  sensible? — Yours.  Ac 


Tea 


U.vio 


IN  REPLY  TO  YOURS. 

“ Annovf.d." — We  Mid  better  not  u 
turn  your  town.  You  say  you  f| 

tiling  else  to  do  besides  going 
her/  meetings.”  Well.  If  you  deyr..- 
societv  of  the  benefit  of  your  ad. a*, 
should  give  the  committee,  tnus 
credit  for  doing  their  be»t. 

M.  W.  i Birmingham). — You  -h"  • 
it  back.  If  you  ask  for  the  eaW 
brand  tou  are  entitled  to  get  it. 


March  It*,  19-2- 
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STILL  GROWING. 

parkstones  handsome 

NEW  PREMISES. 

SOUVENIR  GIH'  TO  PRESIDENT. 


PwtKSTONK  and  Bournemouth  Society  is 
continuing  its  extensions,  and  a further 
stage  m its  development  nils  marked  on 
Slareli  4th.  when  new  central  premises  were 
formally  declared  open  in  Ashley-rond. 
I'ppcr  Parkstone.  Actually  business  had 
lie,. a transacted  in  the  premises  tor  some 
lime  previously,  but  opportunity  had  not 
served  for  the  tforninl  opening  "until  this 
date. 

The  ceremony  was  presided  over  by  Mr. 
Charles  C'ox  (chairman  of  the  society),  who 
declared  that  that  day  was  a red-letter  day 
jn  the  history’ of  the  Parkstone  and  Bourne- 
mouth Society.  Commenting  on  the  various 
features  of  the  premises,  the  speaker  re- 
marked that  all  the  fittings'  were  excep- 
tionally line,  and  everything  was  on  the 
most  modern  style.  He  pointed  out  that 
the  society  was  owned  and  controlled  by 
the  workers  of  the  district,  and  extended 
from  Christchurch  to  Swanage,  and  to 
Bln  ad  lord.  These  new  premises  had  been 
built  entirely  by  employees  of  the  works 
department  of  the  society  at  a total  cost 
i.l  £17,1-32.  He  remarked  that  they,  like 
everyone  else,  had  been  hard  hit  by  trade 
depression,  but  lie  believed  they  would  pull 
through’. 

Loyal  to  the  C.W.S. 

Mr.  f.  E.  Johns  (C.W.S.  director)  con- 
gratulated the  society  on  the  splendid  new 
premises,  which  were  * a credit  to  the 
society  and  those  who  designed  them.  The 
Wholesale  Society  had  had  much  lu  do 
with  the  Parkstone  and  Bournemouth 
Society  ifrom  the  time  when,  twenty-four 
years  ago,  its  trade  was  only  £25  per  week. 
At  present  it  was  doing  £5,000  per  week. 
He  was  glad  of  that  result,  because  ho  knew 
the  early  history  of  the  society.  It  had 
fought  against  adversity  and  was  now  one 
to  be  commended  to  the  movement  gener- 
ally. Mr.  Johns  remarked  that  the  C.W.S. 
held  £20,000  capital  of  the  PaTkstone  and 
Bournemouth  Society,  which  was  one  of  the 
loyal  societies  to  the  C.W.S.  in  the  country. 

-Mr.  S.  White  (C.W.S.  audit  department) 
also  briefly  addressed  the  gathering. 

Tea  followed,  at  the  close  of  which 
Mr.  Button  (a  member  of  the  first  com- 
mittee) referred  to  the  early  difficulties  of 
the  society  and  to  the  continued  and  .con- 
sistent efforts  made  on  its  behalf  by  Mr. 
Charles  Cox  (president  Tor  the  past  eight 
years),  and  presented  him  with  a gold 
albert  as  a memento  of  the  pre-sent  occa- 
sion. which  marked  a .milestone  in  the 
success  of  tile  society. 

Mr.  Charles  Cox  - accepted  in  suitable 
words,  expressing  deepest  appreciation  and 
thanks. 

A concert  followed  m St.  John’s  Parish 
Hull,  and  a dance  was  held  in  the  Liberal 
Club. 

The  new  premises  consist  of  a spacious 
grocery  department,  confectionery  depart- 
ment. boots  and  outfitting,  and  a tea-room. 
The  shop  frontage  is  120ft.  by  70ft. 


A GREAT  SUCCESS. 

PROPAGANDA  MEETING  AT 
HASLEMERE. 


Thk  visit  of  Mr.  B.  Williams  to  Hasle- 
mere  on  March  7th  was  the  occasion  of  tin 
most  successful  meeting  of  co-operator; 
jVJncli  1ms  ever  been  held  in  that  district 
. he  Haslemere  Hall,  which  is  the  larges' 

I, 1  'he  town,  was  filled  with  a erowdec 
audience  of  men  and  women.  No  eliiidrei 
'.inner  sixteen  were  admitted.  'The  even 

II, R ' programme  consisted  of  a cinem: 
concert,  and  the  whole  of  the  arrangements, 
"nidi  resulted  so  happily,  were  in  tile 
muds  of  the  education  committee  and  the 
'■imon'.  Guild.  The  chair  was  occupied 
\\  i le  Rector  of  Haslemere  (the  Rev. 
tiiHei  Wragge).  a co-operator  of  thirty 
•(l  ill  s landing,  wliose  inspiring  address  a I 

i*  opening  of  the  proceedings  struck  tin 
'got  note  ol  faith  in  our  principles  an< 
'"Iv  lor  our  .future.  -The  manager  (Mr 
■ "liters)  followed  with  a brief  sketch  o: 
e history  of  the  Haslemere  Society 
_ ngs  were  contributed  throughout  tin 
uniig  by  Miss  Aylen.  Miss  Stennett,  ant 
7 , , ' . . ■ '-His;  and  the  greatest  possible 
n,.;1.11.011  nod  interest  was  aroused  am 
Sr»:‘V,0J1  l,v  Mr-  Williams’  admirably 
r „ lecture  on  “ Production  foi 
nr,,’.  " lu’1  "a,s  Die  tAiief  event  of  the 
f Branime.  The  event-  will  not  soon  he 
gotteu  by  co-operators  of  Haslemere. 
U-hook  and  Beacon  Hill,  and  will,  we 
° eve-  have  far-reaching  results. 


WOKING’S  CANDIDATE. 

Blent*'  S'  ■"°.RRIS  (a  member  of  the  mana 
jg  « .,'0'»mittee  of  the  Woking  Socie 
as  a candidate  at  the  Url 
Hoi^a'i n v <)UI l *1, f.1  ecl ion  on  April  1st,  for  : 

'“f  r , l",1' 1 - Thc  Co-die 

the  or, ,111'. '!  r\c.  bf,0M  instrumental  in  secur 
•Into  afti  '1  \,v-  Morris  to  stand  us  a can 

hot ,1P  ""^os  ,t  clear  that  he  d 
or  nr„„n'  s"l',ly  in  the  interests  of  any  cl 

'OW  u!Tbri  tlle  manaCRment  eoiumit 
ol  nwiw  Nk-m.v.  In-  has  tllo  confidci 
thil,  ,,“E8,orB-  and  they  should  psi, 
to  lb.-  ln.,.1  nco  listing  in  his  elect 
oc“l  governing  body. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


King’s  Lynn  members  are  now  tin 
owners  of  the  whole  of  their  premises,  ex- 
cept the  Sutton  Bridge  and  Downham 
branches.  Plans  for  new  premises  in  Nor- 
folk-street,  prepared  by  the  C.W.S.  archi- 
tects’ department,  have  been  passed  by  the 
corporation,  and  building  will  be  commenced 
shortly. 

During  the  past  three  months  the  Nor- 
wich Society  lia-s  been  drawing  its  granu- 
lated sugar  from  the  Caiitlev  factory,  in 
which  the  sugar  beet  is  supplied  by  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk  farmers.  The  amount  of  sugar 
received  totalled  205  tons. 

-Although  the  sales  show  a considerable 
decrease  in  cash  values,  there  is  not  a de- 
crease in  the  quantity  of  goods  sold,  says 
t lie  report  of  the  King’s  Lynn  Society.  The 
half-year’s  trade  totals  £83,752. 

A good  start  lias  been  made  at  London 
Society’s  new  branch  at  Corn  wall-road. 
Notting  Hill.  Nearly  300  new  members 
joined  during  the  first  ten  days.  Exclusive 
of  this  total.  755  new  members  were 
enrolled  by  the  London  Society  in  January. 

Councillor  L.  Hill  (Mayor  of  Fulham)  is 
an  active  member  of  the  local  Guild 
Council. 

Several  members  of  the  South  Suburban 
Society  are  running  as  co-operative  and 
Labour  candidates  for  the  Penge  and 
Beckenham  Urban  Councils  and  the  Croy- 
don and  Bromley  Guardians. 

The  Great  Yarmouth  Society  enrolled 
over  1.000  members  last  year — a record  in 
the  history  of  the  society.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  the  total  stood  at  4,580. 

Any  retail  society  in  the  section  desirous 
of  securing  advice  with  regard  to  their 
method  of  distributing  the  “ News  ” 
should  communicate  with  Air.  Ralph  Hib- 
berd.  secretary  to  the  Advisory  Committee 
of  the  Southern  Section,  06,  Great  Prescott- 
street,  London,  E.  1. 

Misses  Saunders  and  Ayres,  also  Messrs. 
Ayres,  Denbigh.  Waller,  and  Smith,  have 
formed  a concert  party  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Watford  Co-operative  Men’s  Guild, 
known  as  the  “Orange  Pips.”  Their  first 
venture  was  a great  success,  and  they  hope 
from  time  to  time  to  visit  the  different 
guijds  in  Hertfordshire. 

A very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  wn*  unani- 
mously accorded  to  Mr.  Walter  J.  Whv- 
brew  at  the  Enfield  Highway  Society’s 
meeting  for  the  very  able  and  efficient  ser- 
vices lie  had  rendered  to  the  society  during 
his  twenty-two  years  of  service  upon  the 
management  and  educational  committees; 
and  also  to  Mr.  W.  Balaam  for  the  services 
he  had  rendered  to  the  educational  com- 
mittee, and  to  Mr.  P.  January  of  the 
management  committee. 


VARICOSE  BRAINS. 


“CASEY”  AT  GUILDFORD. 


The  announcement  of  “ Casey’s  ” visit 
to  Guildford,  under  the  auspices  of"  the  Guild- 
ford and  District  Society,  drew  a large  audience 
to  the  Borough  Hall,  every  seat  iu  the  building 
being  utilised. 

Jazz  music,  he  said,  was  the  creationjof 
men  suffering  from  varicose  brains.  “ Casey  ” 
claimed  that  an  artistic  nation  would  refuse 
to  be  housed  in  slums.  They  would  have  a 
vision  of  better  things ; and'  lie  pointed  out 
that  of  the  many  movements  to-day  which 
were  seeking  to  emerge  from  the  troubles  of 
centuries  the  co-operative  piovement  was  the 
guiding  one,  the  most  successful  one,  and  the 
one  with  the  definite  goal  and  aim. 


LESSONS  OF  THE  L.C.C. 
ELECTION’S. 

An  analysis  of  the  voting  at  the  recent 
Loudon  County  Council  election,  which  has 
been  submitted  to  us  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Morrison  (secretary 'to  the' London  Labour 
Party),  indicates  that  the  real  electoral 
strength,  has  substantially  advanced  over 
the  previous  election,  lii  1919,  when  the 
Labour  members  returned  totalled  fifteen, 
tlie  total  votes  were  94,725;  at  this  election 
the  Labour  vote  was  increased  to  37-8,465. 

Mr.  Morrison  states  that  the  outstand- 
ing facts  ol  the  .election  would  appear  to 
be:  (1.)  An  indexed  poll.  Although  the 
Labour  poll  increased  considerably,  the  poll 
ol  the  Municipal  Reformers  increased  still 
more.  (2)  That  whilst  the  coalition  between 
the  Municipal  Reformers  and  the  Progres- 
sives was  not  complete  it  was  effective  in 
most  of  the  constituencies  where  Pro- 
gressive candidates  stood;  with  four  excep- 
tions the  only  Progressive  candidates  who 
were  returned  were  those  who  were  not 
opposed  by  the  Municipal  Reformers,  and 
who  received  the  backing  of  both  Progres- 
sive and  Municipal  Reform  advertisement. 
(3)  The  practically  solid  newspaper  cam- 
paign against  the  Labour  Party,  and  the 
almost  total  exclusion  of  their  real  point  of. 
view  from  the  capitalist  pres-.  At  the 
-1919  election  tlfeir  announcements  got 
something  of  a slion  . 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  seems  clear 
that  Labour  mmst  have  a constituency 
organisation  which  is  not  only  as  good  as 
that  of  their  opponents,  but  which  is  better 
in  order  that  the  vast  newspaper  attack 
may  be  repulsed.  Efforts  must  also  be 
made  to  develop  a more  powerful  Labour 
press  of  tbeir  own.  nationally  and  locally, 
in  order  that  a real  Labour  Parti”  policy 
may  be  put  before  the  people. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

Enfield  Highway. — At  the  meeting  on 
March  8th,  Mr.  Walter  J.  Whybrew  (presi- 
dent) told  the  426  members  present,  in  sub- 
mitting the  committee’s  report,  that  the 
net  sales  for  the  past  half-year  amounted 
to  £307,211.  an  average  of  £11.815  per 
week.  Although  these  figures  showed  a 
decrease  (due  to  the  fall  in  values)  of  18.3 
per  cent,  in  the  vqltie  of  the  sales  ovt?r  the 
corresponding  period  of  last-  year,  there 
was  a satisfactory  increase  in  tiie  quanti- 
ties of  goods  sold  in  the  edible  departments. 
After  providing  for  all  expenses  of  manage- 
ment and  production,  for  depreciation  of 
Imildings,  fixtures,  Ac.,  a rebate  of  Is.  in 
the  pound  on  purchases  was  recommended, 
with  the  usual  grants  to  the  educational 
committee.  Women’s  Guilds,  &c.,  as  per 
rule.  In  view  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
business  had  been  carried  on  during  the 
half-year,  the  committee  considered  the 
result  eminently  satisfactory.  The  share 
capital  was  £272.727,' and  the  membership 
totalled  10.612.  In  dealing  with  tile  farm 
loss,  the  Chairman  said  that  it  was  most 
unfortunate  that  the  first  year  of.  the 
society’s  experience  m farming  proved  to 
be  the  very  worst  year  ever  known  in  the 
history  of  farming.  The  value  of  cattle  and 
other  farming  stock  had  fallen  in  value  to 
an  extent  previously  unheard  of  or  un- 
thought  of.  while  expenses  and  taxation 
remained  at  their  highest  point.  The  loss 
was  therefore  entirely  due  to  natural  causes 
and  altogether  outsiue  the  question  of  man- 
agement. The  committee  were  pleased  to 
report  that  the  nursery  account  showed-  a 
small  profit,  and  . the  dairy  and  butchery 
departments  were  very  successful.  The 
sum  of  £200  was  granted  from  tlfe  reserve 
fund  to  meet  expenses  in  celebrating  the 
society’s  jubilee.  A motion  by  Mr.  J. 
Spencer  Hill  re  candidates  for  local  elec- 
tions was  negatived.  Mr.  John  Hood  was 
elected  president. 

Rochester. — Despite  trying  times,  a 
satisfactory  report  was  presented  to  the 
uarterlv  meeting  which  was  held  in  the 
’o-operative  Hall.  Strood,  on  March  7 1 1 1 . 
Mr.  A.  W.  Ireland.  J.P.,  presided.  Mr. 
W.  W.  T.  Barnett  (auditor)  analysed  the 
society’s  balance  sheet,  pointing  out  to  .the 
members^the  strong  financial  position  they 
were  in.  Apart  from  £12,000  being  in- 
vested in  safe  securities,  there  was  almost 
£1.000  to  their  credit  at  the  bank.  The 
education  committee  reported  that  in 
addition  to  the  junior  choir,  there  had  been 
commenced  a senior  choir  and  an  Esperanto 
class,  both  of  which  were  now  in  a strong 
position.  Mr.  A.  W,  Ireland  was  re-elected 
president.  A dividend  of  10(1.  in  the  pound 
was  recommended.  The  sales  for  the 
quarter  totalled  £31.909.  Cash  in  hand 
and  at.  bank  stood  at  £6,800  19s.  4d. ; 
special  loan  account,  £5,084  2s.  10d.  ; 

reserve  fund,  £1,171  ; penny  bank,  £4.052  ; 
loan  account,  £1,935;  and  share  capital 
£51,653.  The  membership  stood  at  4,633. 


BASLE  IMPRESSIONS. 


Membeus  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society 
who  saw  a series  of  lantern  views  on 
Monday  night,  at  Tooting,  depicting  the 
glories  of  Switzerland,  will  doubtless  be 
desirous  of  taking  part  in  the  Travel 
Guilds’  trip  to  the  country  next  Septem- 
ber. The  slides  illustrated  an  instructive 
lecture  given  by  Mr.  Joseph  Reeves,  the 
society’s  educational  secretary  on  the 
International  Congress  at  Basle,  which  he 
ami  Mr.  W.  B.  Neville  attended.  Mrs. 
Reid-  (educational  c ommittee)  presided  over 
a large  and  interested  audience.  The  slides 
included  snapshots  taken  by  Mr.  Neville. 
Some  of  the  leading  delegates  and  officials 
at  the  conference  were  depicted,  including 
Mr.  Goedhart  (president  of  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance)  and  Mr.  H. 
J.  May  (secretary),  Some  good  snaps  ” 
were  also  shown  of  Mr.  Charles  Bailey 
(president  of  the  South  Suburban  Society). 
Mr.  .1.  A.  Flanagan  (editor-in-chief,  “Co- 
operative News”),  Mr.  ’arid  Mrs.  Tomlin- 
son. and  other  well-known  co-operators. 
Mr.  Reeves  gave  details  of  the  Congress 
work,  ami  enlarged  on  the  importance  of 
the  development  of  international  co-opern- 
tion.  The  appreciation  cif  the  audience  was 
voiced  by  Mr.  Maddocks  and  Mrs.  Adsett. 
representing  respectively  the  Men’s  and 
Women’s  Guilds. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

t he  present  cash  prize  of  £12  12s.  This  would 
provide  the  choir  with  an  opportunity  of 
measuring  its  strength  against  that  of  some 
of  the  V"  crack  ” choirs,  and  in  this  way  “ we 
shall  find  out  if  a co-operative  first  is  also 
first  in  open  competition,  which  it  should  be.” 
There  was  no  reason  whatever  why  co-operators 
should  not  have  a festival  on  the  same  scale 
as  obtained  outside  the  movement.  It  was 
purely  a matter  of  sufficient  interest  and 
efficient  organisation.  Given  these  (lie  con- 
cluded) it  should  not  be  many  years  before 
they  made  as  much  progress  in  music  as  they 
had  done  in  trade. 

Mr.  A.  Pickup,  who  represents  the  sectional 
"board  on  the  Choral  Association  committee, 
said  it  would  lie  a delight  to  see  co-operative 
choirs  successful  in  the  open  competitions  held 
in  the  country,  such  as  Morecanibe  and  Black- 
pool Festivals.  But  the  success  or  non-success 
of  the  Choral  Association  could  not  be  measured 
simply  by  the  musical  standard  of  excellence 
attained  by  their  choirs,  but  rather  by  the 
amount  of  propaganda  work  accomplished  ; 
and  the  ennobling  influence  on  the  lives  of 
the  people,  fostered  by  the  love  of  good  music 
and  singing,  and  a development  of  the  social 
life  of  co-operators  in  an  atmosphere  of  music 
wbic  h enriched  thc  highest  and  noblest  instincts 
of  tbeii  nature.  . *-  - 


MUSICAL  ADVISER 
SUGGESTED. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL  FOR  CHOIR 

CONDUCTORS. 

CHORAL  SINGING 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  movement  has  an  Adviser  of  Studies 
in  Professor  Hall.  M.A.  ; is  there  the  same 
need  for  the  appointment  of  a Musical 
Adviser  ? 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  North-Western 
Choral  Association,  held  at  Shi  regreen,  Shef- 
field on  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  C.  Hill  (member 
of  the  sub-CQinmittee)  answered  the  question 
in  the  affirmative,  in  a paper  which  lie  read 
entitled  “ Co-operative  Choirs : Some  Sug- 
gestions for  Their  Improvement  and  Develop- 
ment. The  local  arrangements  for  the 
meeting  were  made  by  the  educational  com- 
mittee of  t lie  Brightside  and  C’arbrook  Society. 

Influx  of  Soul. 

Mr.  S.  Fairbrother  (chairman  of  the  Asso- 
ciation) occupied  the  chair,  and  reviewed  the 
annual  report.  He  also  restated  the  objects 
of  the  Association,  one  of  which  was  to  bring 
a fresh  influx  of  soul  into  the  movement. 
•Singing  was  the  highest'  expression  of  human 
emotion,  and  tended  to  lift  people  on  to  higher 
plane  of  social  thought  and  well  being.  Their 
choral  activities  should  not  be  viewed  on  the 
strict  lines  of  money  making  : at  the  same 
time,  they  should  not  overlook  the  fact  that 
a successful  choir  did  attract  people  and  might 
in  that  way  be  the  means  of  making  new 
members  for  their  societies.  The  work  of 
the  Association  had  received  a check  through 
the  war,  but  the  committee  were  trying  to 
bring  about  a revival,  and  they  confidently 
appealed  to  societies  and  educational  com- 
mittees to  help  them. 

Annual  Report. 

The  report,  after  an  interesting  review 
of  the  year's  work,  went  on  to  state  that 
notwithstanding  the  severe  trade  depression 
and  the  consequent  depletion  of  educational 
funds  the  membership  of  the  Association  had 
beeu  well  maintained.  At  the  present  time 
there  Mere  forty-three  societies  affiliated  to 
the  Association.  The  expenses  of  the  demon- 
stration and  choir  contest  exceeded  tbo 
receipts,  which  thc  committee  attributed  to 
the  high  cost  of  material,  labour,  &c.  It  was 
also  stated  that  a solid  silver  challenge  shield 
had  been  purchased  for  competition  amongst 
male  voice  choirs. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  retiring 
chairman  and  secretary  (Messrs.  S.  Fair- 
brother  and  J.  Bradshaw)  were  re-elected. 

Sad  Reflection. 

Mr.  Ilill.  in  his  paper,  drew  attention  to 
the  disappointing  character  of  the  annual 
choral  contest  at  Wallasey  Hast  October, 
only  six  mixed  choira  competing-  In  the 
same  month  an  outside  festival  at  Blackpool 
attracted  twenty  mixed  and  twenty  male 
choirs.  Financial  conditions  at  that  time 
being  much  the  same  in  non-co-operative 
and  co-operative  circles,  it  followed 

that  interest  in  music  was  greater  outside 
the  movement  than  in.  This  was  a sad 
reflection  upon  the  movement. 

To  those  who  attended  the  big  festivals  at 
Blackpool.  Morecainbe,  and  elsewhere  for 
The  first  time,  the  pitch  of  perfection  to  which 
choral  singing  had  been  brought  was  a revela- 
tion. With  one  or  two  notable  exceptions 
there  was  nothing,  in  the  North-Western 
Section  anyway,  to  compare  with  it.  How 
can  an  improvement,  be  effected  V Adequate 
instruction  for  the  choirs  was  one  of  Iris  sug- 
gestions. He  had  nothing  but  admiration  for 
the  present  conductors,  whose  self-sacrificing 
labours  bad  done  so  much.  But  their  main 
occupation  was,  generally  speaking,  not  music. 
Usually  they  earned  their  living  by  other 
means,  and  conducting  was  an  “after-work” 
recreation.  Of  instruction,  training  in  music, 
many  of  them  had  had  little  or  none.  So 
why  not  :>  " Summer  School  for  Conductor,” 
— and  choralists,  to-\  if  they  wished  ? As  a 
medium  for  the  interchange  of  ideas  alone  it 
would  be  worth  while. 

Education  was  a separate  depart ment  of 
the  Co-operative  Union  under  tno  direction 
of  Professor  Hall,  M.A.  Consequently,  educa- 
tional matters  were  not  mixed  up  with  wage 
boards,  strikes,  Ac.,  and  through  being  in 
charge  of  one  who  understood  them  and  was 
untroubled  by  consideration  of  other  matters 
they  had  benefited  enormously ; and  he 
felt  until  they  had  a similar  department  for 
the  direction  of  their  musical  activities  they 
Mould  not.  make  -much  progress.  Societies 
also  Mould,  no  doubt,  be  glad  of  expert  advice 
on  the  making  up  of  programmes,  and  the 
hundred-and-one  things  M-hich  cron  up  in 
connection  nitli  concert  giving.  He  had  tried 
to  show  that  their  present  standard  might 
be  raised,  and  be  believed  it  Mas  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a Musical  Adviser  that  it  Mould  be 
done. 

The  annual  festival  could  Ik*  organised  on 
more  extensive  lines  than  was  now  possible. 
At  present  it  took  up  just  one  afternoon  and 
evening.  Why  not  have  two  days  ? It 
should  be  possible  to  find  sufficient  soloists  - 
vocal  and  instrumental — to  fill  up  Friday, 
leaving  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening  for 
the  choral  contests  as  now.  with  the  added 
interest  of  a junior  competition  on  thc  Saturday 
morning ; and 

he  strongly  advocated  the  sending  of  the 
winning  choir  at  t^eir  contest  to  one  or 
other  of  the  outside  contests. 

The  fiist  prize  might  lake  this  form  instead  of 

[Continued  at  toot  of  previous  column.] 
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WOMEN'S  BATTLE  IN  THE  EMERALD  ISLE. 

WHERE  THE  EDUCATION  AXE  DOES  NOT  FALL. 

ONE  OPEN-AIR  SCHOOL  FOR  ALL  IRELAND. 


bitter  experience. 

Speaking  at  a meeting  of  women  in 
1918,  Mr.  Lloyd  George  said  : “ The 

health  and  lives  of  their  children  will 
be  decided  at  tliis  election.  Their 
own  health  and  lives,  the  whole  status 
of  the  womanhood  of  the  country  will 
be  decided  largely  by  the  election  which 
takes  place  within  the  next  few'  days.” 

Alas  ! the  women  believed  him,  and 
sent  back  the  Coalition  Government 
which  is  now  deciding  on  the  health 
conditions,  the  education,  and  the  hous- 
ing of  the  lives  of  the  workers  and  their 
children— deciding  that  already  they 
have  too  many  of  the  good  things  of 
life,  and  must  economise. 

Was  it  a satisfied  womanhood  that 
went  to  the  polls,  or  a womanhood  that 
trusted  the  promises  of  the  Coalition 
candidates  to  make  their  homes  and 
their  children’s  lives  better  ? Three 
years  of  bitter  experience  have  shown 
what  happens  when  we  trust  other 
people  to  do  our  work  for  us.  Surely 
when  next  the  women  go  to  the  poll 
they  will  be  determined  to  trust  no 
longer  those  who  have  broken  faith 
with  them. 

A firm  stand  must  be  made  against 
any  encroachment  on  the  all  too- 
important  educational  system  that  is 
now  in  existence. 

Recent  by.-elections'  have  shown  the 
Government  that  a mistake  has  been 
made  in  the  choice  of  places  to  apply  the 
“ Geddes  Axe.”  Let  our  women  be 
determined  to  have  notliing  to  do  with 
a Government  which  looks  lightly  on 
the  health  or  education  of  the  workers 
of  the  nation.  If  the  present  time  is 
Mr.  Llovd  George’s  idea  of  plenty  the 
women  must  show  him  that  it  will  not 
satisfy  them. 


Dear  Madam, — It  Las  been  encouraging 
to  read  your  remarks  in  the  “ Women’s 
Pages  ” with  reference  to  the  proposed  re- 
commendations of  the  Geddes  Committee, 
and  to  khow  that  until  the  danger  is 
passed  you  intend  nutting  up  a fight.  We, 
in  Ireland,  hope  that  opposition  will  win 
the  day.  If  economy  is  a necessity  there 
are  other  departments  in  which  it  might 
well  be  exercised.  * 

But  it  may  interest  your  readers  to  know 
that  women  in  the  Emerald  Isle  have  an 
entirely  different  kind  of  battle  to  face. 
There  can  be  no  “economy  cuts”  in  edu- 
cation here  for  the  simple  reason  that  for 
years  and  years  education  in  this  country 
has  been  starved.  It  is  not  so  very  long 
ago  that  the  Irish  teachers  secured  wlmt 
might  be  called  a living  wage,  and  the 
provision  for  the  education  of  the  nation’s 
children  is  in  keeping  with  the  meagre 
remuneration  doled  out  to  Irish  National 
school  teachers  for  many  years. 

The  Geddes  Committee  propose  increasing 
the  number  of  children  in  classes.  In  what 
are  termed  the  11  best”  schools  in  the  city 
op  Belfast,  children,  are  to  bo  found  in 
classrooms  packed  like  ” herring  in  a 
barrel.”  This  is  no  exaggeration;  the 
assertion  can  be  verified  any  day  in  the 
week.  In  many  cases,  during  lessons,  the 
children  have  to  stand  in  bauly  ventilated, 
overcrowded,  and  cold  classrooms.  Visit- 
ing a school  the  other  day,  the  conditions 
were  such  that  we  were  tempted  to  make 
inquiry  as  to  the  temperature  of  a parti- 
cular classroom.  It  was  found  to  be  42 
degrees.  A shivering  teacher,  with  two 
coats  on  to  keep  up  some  degree  of  warmth, 
and  a shivering  class ; no  space  for  physical 
exercise  or  movement,  and  the  explanation 
was  that  the  managers  found  it  impossible 
to  raise  money  to  improve  the  heating 
arrangements.  During  the  past  months 
we  have  visited  a number  of  schools  in  the 
Belfast  area,  and  in  only  one  sohool  was 
there  found  fitted  in  the  simple  mechanical 
device  by  which  impure  air  can  be  expelled 


from  a room.  In  many  cases  the  children 
pay  one  penny  per  week  towards  the  cost 
of  school  expenses.  All  books  and 
stationery  have  to  be  paid  for,  and  as  your 
readers  are  well  aware  that  the  industrial 
conditions  prevailing  in  Ireland  are  no 
better  than  across  the  channel  (iu.soiue 
particulars  a little  worse)  it  will  be  readily 
understood  that  it  means  something  of  an 
effort  for  the  working-class  mother  to  keep 
a family  at  school  in  regular  attendance 
under  such  conditions.  Many  of  the 
schools  here  have  no  playgrounds,  and  the 
school  conditions  are  such  as  to  endanger 
the  health  and  physique  of  both  teachers 
and  children  alike.  No  provision  is  made 
for  the  education  of  mentally  .defective 
children  in  Ireland.  We  have  no  nursery 
schools.  Belfast  boasts  of  one  open-air 
school  opened  by  the  Belfast  Corporation 
for  tuberculosis  contacts — the  only  one  in 
Ireland  ! 

But  the  darkest  hour,  we  are  told,  is 
before  the  dawn,  and  the  one  hopeful  sign 
of  the  times  is  that  things  are  so  bad  that 
it  is  recognised  on  all  6ides  that  something 
must  be  done  for  the  children  of  Ireland. 
The  Northern  Government  have  appointed  a 
committee  to  consider  the  whole  question 
of  education  in  the  Northern  area,  with  a 
view  to  reformative  legislation  at  the 
earliest  possible  date,  and  the  ideals  of 
those  responsible  for  government  in  the 
South  of  Ireland  in  regard  to  education 
are  in  keeping  with  the  descendants  of 
those  who  dwelt  long,  long  ago  in  the 
“land  of  saints  and  scholars.”  The 
mothers  of  Ireland  are  in  accord  with  the 
ancient  classic  thinkers  who  set  forth  as 
the  aim  of  education  the  development  of 
the  complete  human  being,  with  healthy 
body  and  well-balanced  mind.  This  aim 
cannot  be  realised  under  present  school 
conditions  in  Ireland.  It  is  not  the  “ axe  ” 
that  we  fear,  but  the  apathy  of  politicians 
who  have  eyes,  and  yet  see  not ; who 
hear,  but  do  not  understand. 

W.  M. 


GLEAMS  OF  LIGHT. 


IN  SOUTH  WALES  TO-DAY. 


WHERE  LITTLE  CHILDREN  ARE  ILL-FED,  ILL-CLAD,  AND 
BADLY  HOUSED. 


Amidst  the  darkness  of  the  present 
outlook  there  are  one  or  two  gleams 
of  light. 

Ladv  Rhondda’s  success  in  estab- 
lishing’ the  right  of  peeresses  in  their  own 
right  to  a place  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
although  it  seems  a matter  remote  from 
the  immediate  interests  of  working 
women,  is  yet  a step  forward  towards 
that  complete  equality  for  which  we 
strive.  While  there  remains  a House 
of  Lords  with  powers  of  veto  over 
much  of  the  legislation,  it  is  well  in 
every  sense  that  women  should  share 
the  responsibility  of  exercising  such 
powers. 

Another  bright  gleam  is  the  hope 
that  the  present  electoral  inequality 
of  the  sexes  will  be  swept  away  in  the 
near  future.  Lord  Robert  Cecil  gained 
the  consent  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
by  208  votes  to  60,  to  bring  in  bis  Bill 
for  extending  the  franchise  to  women 
on  the  same  terms  as  to  men.  If  Par- 
liament receives  the  Bill  with  anything 
like  the  same  support,  complete  equality 
of  the  franchise  will  be  won. 

It  is  also  within  the  range  of  possi- 
bility that  the  system  of  the  alternative 
vote  may  be  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  give  to  the  newly-enfran- 
chised the  reformed  method  of  voting, 
which  the  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild 
has  already  adopted  together  with 
several  important  societies. 

If  these  measures  come  into  force 
before  the  general  election — as  we  hope 
they  will  do — a great  impetus  will  be 
given  to  the  movement  already  stirring 
for  organising  adolescent  co-operators, 
not  necessarily  along  political  lines,  but 
along  lines  which  will  give  a foundation 
of  true  co-operative  belief  to  our 
young  people,  building  up  co-operative 
character  in  our  future  leaders  and 
administrators. 

In  this  way,  perhaps,  our  movement, 
as  well  as  our  country,  may  “ renew 
its  youth  ” upon  the  best  of  all  founda- 
tions. equality  of  opportunity,  and  the 
dignity  of  civic  responsibility. 


Presentations  liavo  been  made  by  the 
members  of  the  Aehby-de-la-Zoucli  Guild  to 
Miss  Harrison  (the late  president)  and  Mrs. 
Buck  (the  late  secretary).  Hie  nAiv  secre- 
tary is  Hitchens. 


The  reduced  wages  of  the  workers  in 
South  Wales  to-day  (those  fortunate 
enough  to  get  employment),  writes  Mrs. 
Young,  of  Barry,  are  only  enough  for  pur- 
chasing life’s  barest  necessities.  Cases  of 
heart-rending  poverty  and  distress  come 
from  the  mining  areas,  due  entirely  to 
unemployment  and  bad  housing. 

Long  queues  of  dejected  and  famished- 
looking  men  and  women  are  to  be  seen 
lined  up  at  the  Employment  Exchange  to 
sign  the  register  or  receive  miserable  pit- 
tances. There  is  not  much  work  for 
women  and  girls  in  the  mining  districts 
other  than  shop  assistants,  dressmaking, 
tailoring,  and  a little  domestic  service. 
Some  establishments  have  closed  down, 
many  give  employment  ifor  only  one  or  two 
days,  tlie  skilled  paid  hands  having  to  give 
lace  to  the  new  apprentice.  But  the  most 
istressing  of  all  is  the  ’ widow  with  a 
dependent  child.  She  is  striving  to  keep 
her  little  home  together  (often  only  one 
or  two  rooms)  for  the  sake  of  her  child — 
all  now  that  she  lias  to  live  for ! She 
applies  to  the  Labour  Exchange  for  work 
only  to  be  told  there  is  “ nothing  doing.” 
If  she  has  been  in  an  insured  trade  she 
gets  her  dole,  but  the  unfortunate  part  is 
that  not  many  married  women  are  so 
insured,  and  the  only  hope  lies  in  getting 
daily  or  domestic  work,  for  which  the 
miserable  sum  of  half-a-orown  or  three 
shillings  per  day  is  paid  and.  10s.  per  week. 
Furniture  and  home  comforts  have  been 
bartered  for  food;  many,  many  homes  are 
destitute  as  one  by  one  their  home  comforts 
and  treasures  find  their  way  to  the  nearest 


THE  WORKERS’  CHILDREN 

EDUCATION  "CUT"  AND  SECONDARY 
SCHOOUS. 

Dear  Madam. — I am  pleased  to  see  our 
women  are  bucking  up  on  the  education 
question.  I hope  they  will  continue. 
Thank  goodness  tlie  teachers’  salaries  are 
safe  for  the  present,  and  kiddies  can  go  to 
school  as  usual.  But  now  the  “ cut  ” seems 
t-'  affect  the  secondary  and  continuation  • 
schools. 

Lord  Haldane  said  at  Hull  he  sometimes 
mourned  when  he  thought  of  the  large 
amount  of  talent  among  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  tlie  workers  which  had  been 
undeveloped  because  they  had  no  dumoe  of 
higher  education. 

A model  of  a galvanometer,  made  by  an 
errand  boy  and  exhibited  in  the  Science 
Department  of  one  of  our  London  schools, 
so  impressed  an  electrical  engineer  that  he 
took  the  boy  at  once  into  his  employ.  And 


dealers  or  buyers,  who,  riding  on  the  back 
of  poverty,  cruelly  exploit  the  poor. 
Dining-room  chairs  at  Is.  each,  a piano  for 
£10.  are  instances  of  the  scandalous  and 
unscrupulous  methods  in  vogue. 

South  Wales’  housing  conditions  are  a 
6candal  to  a civilised  nation.  Houses  and 
tenements  are  overcrowded  and  highly 
rented.  Cellars  and  outhouses  are  turned 
to  use,  one  room  often  having  to  serve  all 
purposes.  There  is  little  comfort  for  the 
sick ; the  dead  must  lie  on  the  only  table 
awaiting  a hurried  burial,  and  while  a 
baby  arrives  the  family  must  turn  into 
sympathetic  neighbours.  In  Barry  army 
huts  and  caravans  are  being  used,  one 
family  living  in  a furniture  van.  Yet  this 
is  very  much  better  and  healthier  than 
living  in  overcrowded  and  badly  ventilated 
houses. 

In  the  poorer  districts  of  Rhondda 
Valley  the  school  children  are  given  a free 
meal  each  day,  and  one  headmistress  (n 
co-operator  and  Labour  woman),  who 
begs  everywhere  and  anywhere  for  clothes, 
is  now  begging  for  100  pairs  of  boots  for 
the  children  in  her  district. 

Little  children  ill-clad,  ill-nourished, 
and  badly  housed.  Poor  mother,  helpless 
at  the  sight  of  her  little  ones  shivering  and 
hungry  while  she  passes  shops  filled  to 
overflowing  with  every  good  thing  this 
world  can  give.  That  is  the  picture  one 
finds  in  outh  Wales  to-day. 

What  is  wrong?  Why,  the  system  that 
has  for  its  object  production  for  profit, 
and  the  women  must  change  that  system. 
“ Production  for  use”  must  be  our  motto, 
and  Co-operation  can  bring  it  about. 


six  van  boys  employed  by  a railway  company 
produced  such  excellent  drawings  that  the 
company  took  the  whole  six  into  their  draw- 
ing office,  and  by  so  doing  removed  them 
from  their  blind  alley  employment.  An 
errand  girl  of  a West  End  drapery  company 
was  found  to  possess  amazing  skill  at  fashion 
drawing.  They  put  her  into  their  fashion- 
plate  department,  and  she  is  nutr* doing  well. 
All  this  talent  was  discovered  by  the  con- 
tinuation school  after  the  boys  ami  gil  ls  had 
left  school,  so  they  had  110  chance  of  scholar- 
ships for  secondary  schools.  Does  not  all 
this  make  us  see  that  the  continuation  school 
must  continue.  At  the  next  General  Elec-' 
tion  women  must  vote  as  they  think,  not  ns 
their  husbands  tell  them.— Yours  sincerely, 
L.  Marti*. 

Bexley  Heath  Branch  W.G..  K.A.C.S. 

A beautiful  banner  , was  unfurled  at  the 
New  Malden  Guild’s  first  birthday  party  by 
Mr.  Reeves,  secretary  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society's  education  committee.  £3  has 
been  subscribed  during  the  first  year  to 
Mrs.  Jones  Convalescent  Fund. 


ELECTED  TO  MANAGEMENT 

COMMITTEES. 

Miss  M.E.  Barnes  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hkwitsox 
(Carlisle).  (Middlesbrough). 


TRAINING  FOR 

MANAGEMENT. 

WOMEN  REPLY  TO  ' MERE  MAN 

“ Education  ” and  “ Guild  ■'  Work. 

Dear  Madam, — It  is  quite  true,  a-  ynu 
say,  that  the  Women’s  Guild  can  and  <ji>es 
turn  out  women  educated  and  prepared  in 
training  to  take  their  places  on  management 
committees,  as  has  been  proved  by  t lu-ir 
election  from  time  to  time  to  such  posit  inns. 
After  ten  years'  training  irr  the  guild  1 mn, 
and  helping  in  the  work  of  the  0dm  .1t mu 
committee,  1 wiy»  nominated  for,  ami  nl>. 
taineu  a seat  on,  The  board  of  muling*- nu-iit 
of  my  society. 

Mere  Man  ” should  have  stated  in  u lint 
way  lie  thinks  the  educational  committee 
excel  in  their  methods  of  training  over  tlm,e 
in  the  guild  room.  In  many  instances  1 l.;\r 
the  work  of  educational  committees  1-  nm- 
fined  to  th©  arranging  of  concerts  and 
social  evenings.  The  guild  excels  in  tlmt  it 
puts  first  and  foremost  the  society’s  needs 
and  objects,  C.W.S.  productions,  supply 
and  demand,  social,  educational,  and  till, 
zensiiip  subjects.  “ Mere  Man  ” needs  to 
learn  more  about  the  Women's  Guild.— 
Yours,  &c.,  A Gvildswomw. 

Something  More  Than  Gossip. 

Dear  Madam. — Surely  “ A Merc  .M.m  is 
speaking  from  hearsay,  or  else  lie  has  wan- 
dered into  an  un/-oo-operativc  . ■ r - 
Guild.  Take  our  own  branch,  for  io.i  mu-. 
Since  our  autumn  session  begun  we  hat.  laid 
beside  Guild  (speakers  on  Guild  suhjm  1 mil 
our  store  secretary  on  the  “ Bain w.-e  SI'.  .1,'' 
outside  speakers  inn  “Co-operation  on  the 
Canadian  Prairie,”  “ Life  in  the  Shetland 
Isles,”  “ Co-operative  Things  Worth  Doing,'1. 
“Health  and  Happiness,”  ‘The  Woman 
Voter] a Aims  and  Needs.” 

Besides  these,  papers  have  been  prepared 
and  discussed  bv  tlie  branch  member-  on 
“ Loyalty  to  tlie  Store,”  “ Hints  011  Public 
Speaking,”  and  a “Biographical  SkeMi  of 
Dr.  William  Cary.”  And  resolution  - have 
been  serit  to  tlie  Prime  Minister  and  t<»  our 
local  M.P.  on  “ The  Russian  Famine,”  "bile 
collections  of  clothing  and  money  Imv.  been 
nm.de  for  the  children  of  that  distressed  land. 
A working  party  for  the  local  Labour  Party 
funds  has  been  started,  meeting  nt  a mem- 
ber's house.  This  hat.  all  been  do/m  m a 
branch  of  round  about  twenty  members.  Is 
not  this  something  more  tlia.11  gossip. - 
(Miss)  R.  Howard,  President, 

Hemel  Hempstead  P/.im  h. 

Biased  Against  the  Guild. 

A “ Girn.nswOMAN  ” writes  --Wliyii 
1 Mere  Man  ” hears  more  gossip  let  him 
write  without  prejudice!  It  would  broekn 
his  mind  to  attend  the  Women’s  Guild  < en- 
gross. The  most  distressing  fact,  in  mV 
opinion,  is  that  management  mid  edm  atioiml 
committees  are  biased  against  the  Women  ■ 
Guild,  and  until  all  throe  bodies  work  to- 
gether little  progress  will  be  made. 


APATHY  AND  POLITICS. 


Dear  Madam, — Allow  me  to  thank  you 
for  the  lead  you  have  given  us  in  the 
“Women's  Pages”  with  regard  to  the 
Geddes  “ Axe  ” and.  education.  Our  guild 
members  at  Dewsbury  have  protested 
against  the  infamous  proposals.  It  a not 
the  slightest  use  beating  about  the  bia-n 
any  longer.  The  workers  are  getting  too 
far  advanced  in  education  for  tbo  liking 
those  in  higher  places.  The  economy  ft-unt 
is  a despicu ble  subterfuge.  Millions  of  tax- 
payers’ money  is  bejng  squandered  in  uscJe's 
enterprises,  without  protest  from  this  won- 
derful committee,  whose  cry  is,  “Cut  down 
expenditure  on  education,  abolish  ,no 
nursery  schools,  dispense  with  medical  in- 
spection.” It  is  high  time  that  the  women 
co-operators  laid  aside-  apathy  to  P"1'1'  ” 
Class  legislation  must  be  frustrated.  * 
children's  future  must  be  assured.  Our  duty 


is  plain. — Your  a,  &c., 


Guild  Sechetabx\ 


[Manv  letters  are  held  orer.  Becri'^ 
rs.  Damson,  “Anti-Gossiping.  ’ Guno 
mum,”  and  others. — Ed.] 


in  enjoyable  Rridport  Guild  .fV 

1 on  the  22nd  nit..  »he"  Mr-  T “ 

'..  gave  an  addre-e  on  ‘ Co-opera  U 
ing  how  the  Rochdale  Pioneer- 
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PEACE  ALTOGETHER. 


the  CRUSADE  AGAINST  WAR  : A WORLD-WIDE  .MOVEMENT- 


Reapers  of  ••  Woman’s  Outlook  ” and 
"Our  Circle/’  will  know  the  attention  that 
lias  been  paid  in  these  periodicals  to  the 
fighting  of  militarism,  and  how,  during 
recent  months,  publicity  has  been  given  to 
the  doings  of  the  “ No  More  War  Move- 
ment and  Disarmament,’’  and  those  asso- 
ciated with  the  work.  From  1920  up  to 
last  month's  issue  of  “ Woman's  Outlook  ’’ 
this  propaganda  has  been  kept  up,  showing 
lioiv,  ns  Fraulein  Steinitz  stated  in  the 
course  of  an  interview  in  the  last  number, 
the  working  classes  all  over  the  world  are 
dead  against  war,  and  how  women  believe 
that  only  through  the  total  disarmament  of 
■ill  nations  will  be  found  the  remedy  for 
high  taxation  and  the  danger  of  national 
bankruptcy.  And  who  can  gainsay  that 
ten  millions  of  the 
youth  of  all  nations 
perished  in  the  last 
war.  and  that  millions 
are  now  being  spent 
iu  preparation  for  the 
next  war,  while  the- 
people  are  taxed  to 
. the  hilt  to  pay  the 
interest  of  the  war 
debts ? N’o  wonder 
money  is  grudged  for 
education  and  health, 
when  70  per  cent,  of 
the  national  income 
goes  iu  military  ex- 
penditure. 

To-day.  however, 
thanks  to  propaganda, 
the  “ No  More  War 
Movement  ” is  be- 
coming world  - wide, 
and  on  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  some- 
where about  July 
29th,  it  is  proposed 
to  hold  popular  pro- 
cessions and  demon- 
strations in  every 
country,  the  sole 
object  of  which  will 
be  to  express  detestation  of  war  and 
longing  for  peace.  Those  taking  part  will 
differ  as  to  ways  and  means,  but  all  will  in 
common  assert  the  simple  overwhelming 
determination  of  the  people  that  “there 
shall  be  no  more  war.” 

The  affirmation  of  this  interesting  move- 
ment is  a challenge  to  all  who  seek  peace. 

It  was  given  in  “ Woman’s  Outlook  ” for 
Septc-iuber,  1921,  but  we  repeat  it  here.  It 
reads:  ' Relieving  that  all  mi  is  wrong 
and  that  the  arming  of  nations,  whether  by 
sea,  land,  or  air,  is  treason  to  the  spiritual 
unity  and  intelligence  of  mankind.  I 
declare  it  to  be  nly  intention  never  to  take 
part  in  war,  offensive  or  defensive,  inter- 
national or  civil,  whether  by  hearing  arms, 


making  or  handling  munitions,  voluntary 
subscribing  to  war  loans,  or  using  labour 
for  the  purpose  of  setting  others  free  for 
war  service.  Further,  I declare  my  inten- 
tion to  strive  for  the  removal  of  all  causes 
of  war.  and  to-  work  for  the  establishment 
of  a new  social  order  based  on  co-operation 
for  the  common  good.” 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  organisation 
is  not  only  anti-militarist,  it  is  also  anti- 
capitalist,  working  for  the  complete  social 
emancipation  from  the  tyranny  of  greed 
and  materialism. 

But  as  everyone  recognises,  the  chief  hope 
in  the  'future  rests  with  the  younger 
generation,  and  again  we  have  to  draw  our 
readers'  attention  to  the  April  number  of 
“ Woman’s  Outlook,”  wherein  is  an  article 
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The  “ No  More  War  ” Demonstration  held  in  Berlin,  July 
31st,  1921..  This  photograph  was  taken  from  the  Palace 
Terrace,  with  the  museum  in  the  background.  The  placard 
on  the  left  reads:  “National  Union  of  Wounded  Soldiers, 
Ex-Soldier®,  War  Widows  and  Orphans,  and  War  Pensioners.” 

dealing  with  “The  Leagues  of  Youth,” 
showing  what  is  being  done  on  their  behalf 
in  several  European  countries.  To  quote 
Fraulein  Steinitz  once  more:  “Children 
must  be  brought  up  in  the  spirit  of  recon- 
ciliation and  fellowship,  and  we  in  Germany 
have  obtained  permission  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  scrap  the  old  history  books,  which 
we  intend  to  replace  with  text-books 
written  on  an  anti-militarist  basis.” 

“ Peace  altogether  will  be  ensier  to 
enforce  than  any  lesser  limitation  of  war,” 
says  Mr.  H.  G.  Wells,  and  as  it  is  evident 
the  rulers  of  the  world  cannot  or  will  not 
give  us  peace  the  peoples  of  the  world  must 
take  in  hand  the  task  of  working  'for  good- 
will and  co-operation  among  the  nations. 


WOMEN  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE. 

LEEDS  GUILDERS  PLEAD  FOR  RUSSIANS  AND  THE  CHILDREN 

About  400  guildswomen  in  the  Leeds  dis- 
trict a$.«omblC(l  on  Monday  afternoon  in  the 
people  s Hall.  Albion -street,  Leeds,  to 
listen  to  an  address  on  “ Women  in  Public 
Mrs.  Dightam,  Leeds’  first 
wnour  woman  councillor. 

Co-operative  guildswomen,  she  said,  were 
moii|»  the  best  equipped  for  public  life, 

'HTiiu.se  they  realised 
that  the  interests  of  E- 
lfiu  homo  were  bound  «, 


needs  of  human  life  and  the  conditions 
under  which  our  poor  lived  better  than  the 
working  woman,  and  no  one  knew  better 
than  she  how  these  conditions  could  be  reme- 
died. In  Helen  Keller’s  opinion,  she 
was  the  educated  woman,  and  therefore 
the  one  most  fitted  and  most  wanted  for 
municipal  and  national  service.  She 
must  come  forward. 
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Why  are  cur  Churches  Empty? 


01*1  Lady  : MNo  I My  clothes  are  loo 
shabby  to  wear  amongst  smart  people." 

Curate  : " Haven’t  you  a largo  cloak 
you  could  wear  to  cover  them  up  1 " 
“Ah,  si.1,  that’s  The  trouble  1 So  many 
people  wear  largo  cloaks,"  answered  the 
old  lady. 

Milford,  Surrey.  K.  Bldgen. 


‘ Woman’s  Outlook.’ 

the  remit  cf  ichicA  appear!  in  the  April  rtamier. 

Out  Next  Week. 


i 


(Loud  applause. 

Mrs.  Thomas  (exe- 
cutive committee), 
moving  the  vote  of 
thanks,  pleaded  for 
the  Russians,  who, 
she  said,  were  not 
more  to  blame  for  the 
condition  of  their 
country  than  British 
women  were  for  the 
condition  of  things 
in  their  country. 

Mr.  G ration,  J.P. 
(chairman  of  the  edu- 
cation committee), 
said  the  woman  in 
the  home  had  a great 
influence,  and  should 
use  it  on  those  round 
about  her  to 
i q create  better  condi- 

tions. 

Mrs.  Ward  (Birley-road)  referred  to  the 
honour  paid  to  the  Women’s  Guild  by  the 
former  general  secretary  (Miss  LI.  Davies) 
being  asked  to  occupy  the  chair  at  this  year's 
Union  Congress. 

A resolution  protesting  against  the  educa- 
tional “ cuts  ” in  the  elementary  school,  aaid 
asking  for  greater  opportunities  to  be  given 
to  the  nation’s’children  for  receiving  a better 
education*  was  carried  unanimously,  and 
Mrs.  Armitage.  moving  same,  spoke’  of  the 
fals«  economy  in  dismissing  women  police, 
who  were  of  great  value  in  dealing  with  chil- 
dren and  girls.  Airs.  Wright  (Annley) 
soconded  the  resolution,  and  asked  that  a 
collection,  might  be  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
Russian  children,  which  was  greeted  with 
loud  applause,  and  resulted  in  £4  12s.  6d. 
being  collected. 

Mrs.  Armitage  presided  over  the  confer- 
ence. and  on  the  platform  with  her  were  Mrs. 
Bannister  (secretary),  Mrs.  Slaid  (vice-pre- 
sident of  the  executive),  and  Councillor  T. 
Spencer  (secretary  of  the  society’s  educa- 
tional committee). 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


Islington  Guild  members  view  with  alarm 
tne  appalling  numbers  of  deaths  caused  in 
Russia  by  the  famine,  and  believing  that  mil- 
lions  more  must  perish  unless  relief  is  sent, 
call  upon  the  Government  to  send  a grant  of 
three  million  pounds  (one-third  the  cost  of  a 
battleship),  which  would  save  millions  of 
human  lives.  Such  are  the  terms  of  a reso- 
lution passed  by  the  Islington  Guild  mem- 
bers and  Gent  to  the  Government.  The 
members  state  further  that  unless  some- 
thing is  done,  poverty  and  suffering  are 
bound  to  reach  our  own  country. 

, Useful  ProP3eanda  work  has  been  douo 
by  the  Aliddlesbrough  educational  committee 
and  the  local  council  of  the  Women's  Guild 
during  the  past  session.  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
(National  Guild  President)  was  the  speaker 
at  the  conversazione  in  November  last* 
music  being  provided  by  members  of  the 
senior  choir.  Airs.  Webb  (district  secretary) 
spoke  at  another  meeting  on  “ The  Organisa- 
tion of  the  Guild.”  At  another  meeting 
Mr.  Baxter  (management  committee)  pre- 
sided, and  Airs.  Webb  (educational  commit- 
tee) spoke  upon  ‘“The  Relation  of  the 
Member  to  the  Store.”  music  this  time 
being  provided  by  the  junior  choir.  At  the 
next  meeting  Air.  D.  C.  Howie  (Glasgow) 
will  take  for  his  subject,  “ Co-operation  and 
the  New  Social  Order.”  Arrangements  for 
future  work  are  under  consideration,  and 
the  educational  committee  are  meeting  mem- 
bers of  the  Guild  Council.  Men’s  Guild,  and 
other  organisations  within  the  society  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject  of  a social  centre,  all  of 
which  speaks  well  for  the  co-ordination  of 
Soc°ietyatlVe  WOrk  in  the  Middlesbrough 


One  Thousand  Leeds  Guildswomen  and 
the  Russian  Famine.— At  their  quarterly 
conference,  held  ca  Monday  last,  Leeds 
.Guildswomen  were  so  indignant  at  the  action 
of  the  Government  with  regaid  to  the  Rus- 
sian I*  a mine’ that  they  passed  the  following 
resolution:  “That  we,  the  members  of  the 
I-eeds  AVomen  s Guild  Executive,  represout- 
mg  1.000  co-operative  women,  emphatically 
protest  against  the  apathy  mud  indifference 
ol  our  Government  in  not  taking  imn.e- 
t. lately  the  necessary  steps  J,o  relieve  the 
Russian  people  in  tlieir  need — (a)  By  the 
immediate  granting  of  credits  so  os  to  pro- 
v'fenat  once  food  for  the  starving  people* 

(b)  By  the  provision,  of  corn  and,  implements 
that  they  can  produce  their  own  food; 

(c)  By  the  Government’s  immediate  recogni- 
tion of  the  Russian  Government.” 

Great  Doings  in  Sheffield.— Gradually  the 
movement  is  awakening -to  the  necessity  for 
publicity,  in  which  during  this  past  week 
the  Sheffield  and  Ec-clesall  and  tho  Bnght- 
eide  and  Car-brock  societies  have  led  the  way. 
All  this  week  they  are  holding  a big  exhibi- 
tion of  C.W.S.  productions  in  a large  hall 
in  tlie  city.  The  exhibition  is  free,  but 
better  still,  there  will  be  free  membership 
to  either  society  for  a fortnight.  A proces- 
sion took  place  last  Monday,  when  the 
education  committees  had  tableaux  repre- 
senting the  “ Seat  of  Learning,”  “ First 
Aid,  Sickroom  Appliance*”  “ Sports,-’  A*c. 
■Six  members  cf  tne  Comrades’  Circle  repre- 
sented sports  and  education.  The  exhibi- 
tion, which  has  attracted  large  nuinbei®, 
was  opened  by  Air.  G.  Thorpe  (president  of 
the  C.W.S.),  and  from  3 to  9-30  p.m.  the 
crowd  was  entertained  with  band  concerts. 


c.w.  s. 

50s.  SUITS 


— ARE  PROVING  ■ 


A BIG  TRADE  MAGNET. 


How  we  Build  our  Coats 


Snu&-fjttin£  Collar 


Soft  Roll 
Collar 


Shapely  Shoulder* 


Hair-cloth 
through  Front 
and  Shoulder 


Hand-made 

Holts 


Canvas  Fronts 


Eight  Good  Points 

THAT  ENSURE  PERFECT  FIT 
COMFORT.  ® SATISFACTION 


Ask  for  the  C.W.  S.  50s,  Suits. 

Select  from  the  C.W.S.  Pattern  Bunch, 

and  mind  il  is  C.W.  S. 
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BETTER  BUSINESS. 

THIS  YEAR  S TRADE 

CONFERENCES. 


TKTt  Vasine&s  conferences  inaugurated  last 
year  a, re  to  be  continued,  and, will, be  held  in 
the  same  five  centres  in  October. 

The  committee  which  has  these  confer- 
ences in  hand,  ana  vvhioli  is  representative  of 
the  United  Board,  C.W.S.,  S.C.W.S.', 
Productive  Fedena-tion,  Managers'  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Secretaries'  Association,  held 
a meeting  in  Manchester,  on  Tuesday  last 
week.  -lte|x>rts-  of  last  year's  conferences 
were  considered,  and  discussion  took  place 
as  to  whether  the  conferences  should  follow 
tlie  same  line  tin's  year,  or  whether  a two- 
days'  National  Congress  should  ho  substi- 
tuted. A strong  desire  was  expressed  that 
as  soon  as  possible  the  meetings  should 
assume  a national  character,  in  order  tout 
variety  of  opinion  and  differences  of 
local  experience  might  be  voiced.  It  was 
fell.,  however,  that  the  time  had  hardly 
arrived  when  a National  .Congress  could  ad- 
visably be  held  ; and  it  was  therefore  decided 
that' one-day  conferences  should  be  organised' 
as  last  year,  to  be  held  in  Glasgow,  New- 
castle, Manchester,  Cardiff,  and  London. 

At  these  conferences  the  delegates 
present  will  bo  asked  to  express  their 
choice  between  a national  congress  und  sec- 
tional conferences  for  future  yeacs. 

It  was  decided  to  have  two  sessions  and 
one  paper  read  at  each  osssion , and  not 
divide  tho  afternoon  session  into  two  party 
as  last  year.  When  .there  were  two  papers; 
one  for  managers  and  one  for  secretaries. 
The  morning  session  Ls  to  lx;  devoted 
to  the  consideration  of  “Organisation 
of  Societies  in  * face  of  Present-day 
Competition,”  wliioh  will  l>e  introduced 
by  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.  (Advisor  of 
Studios,  C’o-op-'ralivc  Union).  In  tho  after- 
noon the  dele-gates  will  discuss  “ The  Policy 
of  our  Societies  in  Regii.rd  to  Dividends, 
Reserves,  and  Depreciation.”  The  writer 
was  not  chosen  at  the  inocting  of  the  com- 
mittee last  week,  tho  matter  being  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretaries’  Association. 


IMPORTANT  QUESTIONS. 


PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE  WORK 


At  a meeting  tif  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee at  tho  C.W.S.  headquarters,  iheinan- 
stroet,  last  week,  it  was  reported  that  an  ex- 
cellent case  had  boon  presented  by  the  depu- 
tation who  attended  before  the  Patronage 
Secretaries  to  the  Treasury  respecting  the 
new  regulations  for  Tlie  appoiuliuent  of 
auditors. 

The  committee  had  before  .them  counsel's 
opinion;  with  regard  to  points  raised  by  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  in  connection  with 
the  computation  of  tho  Corporation  Profits 
Tax,  The  mutter  was  referred  to  a special 
sub-committee  to  be  dealt  with. 

It  was  reported  that  tliore  was  n likelihood 
of  an  amending  Bill  with  regard  to  industrial 
assurance  being  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Commons  during  the- present  session.  The 
steps  already  taken  to  submit  the  vieas  of 
the  co-operative  movement  to  the  Homo 
Score tary  were  approved,  and  iiutmctions 
were  given  for  arrangemonts  to  he  made  for 
a deputation  to  the  Home  Secretary. 

In  cx>rmeotiim"  with  the  refusal  of  the 
Government  to  remove  the  embargo  on  the 
importation  of  Canadian  store  cattle,1  the 
committee  agreed  to  join  the  executive  of  the 
Canadian  Cattle  Association  in  urging  tho 
Ford  Mayor  of  Loudon  to  convene  a national 
conference  at  the  Guildhall,  fpotestiog 
aga,inst  the  Government’s  notion. 

The  report  to  CVmgress  was  considered  and 
approved. 

It  was  reported  that  up  to  the  present  the 
Government  had  dleoliuod  to  arrange  for  a 
representative  of  the  oo-oporativo  movement 
t->  attend  tho  international  oonfeienco  at 
Genoa.  Tho  Secretary  was  authorised  to 
take  such  further  steps  in  tlie  mattor  as  muy 
bo  possible. 

The  committee  decided  to  urge  tho  Govern- 
ment to  reconsider  their  decision  with 
regard  to  a refusal  to  make  a contribution  to 
the  Russian  Funvine  Fund. 


HYDE'S  NEW  PRESIDENT. 

CoLNCiM.on  Allan  Shaw,  J.P.,  the  newly- 
elected  president  of  the  Hyde  Society,  is  a 
well-known  local  citizen.  Ho  has  been  n 
member  of  the  Hyde  Town  Council  for  a 
good  number  of  years,  being  one  of  the 
representatives  of  tho  Newton  Ward,  in 
which  ho  lives.  He  is  oliauman  of  the 
Housing  and  Town-Planning  Committee,  and 
was  concerned  with  the  erection  of  the  muni- 
cipal ljouses  on  the  slopes  of  Werneth  Low. 
Ho  had,  up  to  two  years  ago,  been  presi- 
dent of  the  society  for  nineteen  years  con- 
tinuously, and  altogether  for  a period  of 
about  twenty-one  years.  Some  years  ago 
he  was  appointed  a Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  of  Cheshire. 


The  Co-operative  Union  Committee  width 
is  dealing  with  the  question  of  standard 
balanoe  sheet  and  form  of  annual  return  met 
recently  in  continuation  of  its  work,  and  is 
carrying  on  its  negotiations  with  the 
Registrar. 

“ Why  not  assist  in  keeping  the  ‘ modem 
marvel  ’ running  by  pureluisrng  regularly 
tlie  ‘Co-operative  News?’  A new  printing 
press  lias  been  installed  upon  which  the 
‘ News  ' is  printed.  It  is  described  as  a 
uarvol  ol  mechanism.” — Groat  Yarmouth 
Society's  ••  \Vhoatsheaf.’' 


CALENDAR. 


MARCH. 

F.  Co- operators'  EducatidhoJ  Fellowship  (Man- 
ohestttr  Branch). — Fifth-  Lecture  of  Sariea  on 
Revolutionary  Theories,  Holyoake  House,  at 
7-15  p.m.  Subject : “ Oariirmin&in."  l*ec- 
turer,  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer.  ? 

S.  Midland  Educational  Association. — Annual 
•Meeting,  in  the  Cb-operative  Assembly.  Room, 
West  Orchard,  Coventry,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : " Education  and  the 

--Workers."  Address  by- Mr. _W_  O.’^teilL  . . 

,,  Men's  Guild  (Mid-Yorkshire  District);— ^infer- 
ence mi  the  Co-operative  Premises,  Brims- 
wick-street,  Keighley,  at  3 p.m.  * Subject  for 
.discussion  : The  Press  and  the  People." 

Address  by  Mr.  .1.  Smith  (director,  National 
Publishing  Society). 

,,  North-Western  Section. — Bolton  Die t riot  Confer- 
ence, on  the  Co-operative  Premises,  Bow- 
street,  Bolton,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion . ” How  Best  to  Deal  with  Present 
Problems."  Speaker,  Mr.  G.  Emery  (Bud- 
elide). 

'i.  North-Western  Section.— Macclesfield,  Crewe, 
and  District  Conference,  in  the.  Stockport 
Sunday  School,  LofTdon-squurc,  .Stockport, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  ; " Prob- 
lems Confronting  the  Movement  To»dgy." 
Speaker,  Professor  F.  Ilall,  M.A. 

„ Nortli-Westcru  - Section.™ Culderdalo  Du  trie  t 

Conference,  under  tho  uuspiecs  Of  t tie  Brig- 
house  Society,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " International  Co-operative  Alliance 
and  International  Trading.''.  Address  by 
Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (Sectional  secretary). 

„ North-Western  Section..— Huddersfield  District 
Conference,  iu  the  Mechanics'  Kail.  Long- 
wood,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
“The  Press  and  the  People.”  "Paper  by 
Mr.  G.  Brownbitl  (president,  N.C.l'.S.). 

,,  Southern  Soclioli.— Oxford  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Boom,  Wullon- 
street,  Oxford,  at  3 p.m  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : "A  Distributive  Co-opera live  So- 
ciety's Balance  Shoot  and  Financial  Policy." 
Pupor  by  Mr.  W.  If.  Lickerish  (secretary, 
Banbury  Society). 

„ Southern  Section. — Surrey  DLstrict  Conference, 
in  the  Co-operulivo  Ilall,  Wey  Hill,  llusle- 
mere,  ah  3 p.m.  _ Subject  for  duccussiou  : 
" Modern  Problems."  Paper  by  Mr.  F 
Waters,  J.P. 

■ • Southern-  Section  (Wills  arid  Dorset  Arfuda- 
fJon).  — Annual  Conference,  in  the  Wesleyan 
School  room,  Ame.-dmry,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion:  Co-operative  Copartner  - 

Bbip."  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Worley  (Co- 
operative Productive  KixlcruUon). 

r ii  8oulh-Wcklorn  Section  — Devon  District  Confer* 
dice.  Association  : Annual  Meeting,  at  tlie 
St  James'  Mission  Ilall,  Old  Tivertoh-ruud, 
Exotor.  at  2-30  p.m. 

, ,,  Women’s  Guild.— Oulderdale  Dial  riel  Corifor- 
dule  District  Conference,  in  the  Guild  Boom, 
Culver -street,  Halifax.  ~ at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  disciu&ion  ; " Guild  Organisation." 

Speaker,  Mrs.  Jaquea  (Wukefleld,  Council 
uiembur). 

S.  Droylsden  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society.— 
Shareholders’  Half-yearly  Meeting,  in  "the 
I-argo  Ilall,  Market-street,  Droylsden,  at 
3 30  p.m. 

,,  Midland  Si-otion. — Birmingham  District  (Vnifer- 
ooce,  in  Hie  Stiroliley  Institute,  StircJiley, 
at  3-16'p.in,  Subject  fur'disousaion  : "Tlie 
Proponed  National  Co-operative  Society." 
Speaker, , Sin,  Hems  (Stirctiley)i 

,,  Midland'  Sedtlon. — Derby  District’  Uonforenne, 
in  the  Csi-operatlvo  Ifoll.  I/trgley  Mill,  at 
3 p in.  Subject  for  discussion  .Education 
in  (lie  Moi-cmoqL"  Paper  by  Mr.  J. 
Pearson  (Ripley). 

,,  North-Western  Sectional  Oo  of  ore:  a*,  mi  tlie 
Go-oporative  Pr’iDiiiscs,  King-street,  Oldlinju, 
ot  3 p.in.  Subject  fur  dismission  : "The  In- 
ternational Alliance  and  International 
Tnido.”  Speaker,  Mr.  II.  J.  May  (secretary, 
I.C.A.). 

„ North-Western  Educational  Association 

(Miucle-sfield  and  Orowe  Group). — Confer- 
ence in  the  Working  Men's  Club,  Woodliouse- 
terruoc,  Stoke-on-Trent.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : “ The  Press  and  the  People."  SlK-aker, 
Mr  J.  E.  Edwards  (N.O.P.S.). 

,,  North-Western  Section  (North  I/mmlalo  Dis- 

trict Association).— Special  Conference  for 
Olllcials,  iri  tlie  Oo-nperatll-e  Hall,  Abbey- 

road,  Barnrw-lii-I'urne-si,  at  2-10  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Co-ojieraUvo  Societiis 
and  Present-Day  Problums."  Address  by 
Mr.  O.  T.  Hopkins  (Co-operulivo  Union). 

„ North- Western  Section. -South  Yorkshire  DU- 

trict  ('oufenMioc,  in  tlie  Co-operative  Instl- 
tulo,  Bullhouse-rwid,  Shiregreen,  SiiuHleld, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  disoimian : ''Scan- 
dinavian Productions."  Speaker,  Mr.  E.  II. 
Wakefield  (grocery  manager,  Barnsley 
Society).  1 

,,  South-Western  Sectional  Conference,  In  tlie 

Co-operative  PremhcB.  St.  SldweH'8-strcet, 
Exeter,  at.  3 p.in.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
"Tho  I-caguc  of  Nutions."  Speaker,  Mr. 
Wljeleii. 

•26  Bristol  Society's  Educational  Oommttteo. — Week- 
end School,  in  the  A.E.U.  Club  and  Insti- 
tute, 21,  Old  Market-street,  Bristol.  Lec- 
turer, Mr.  T.  Ilockett  (Birmingham).  Sub- 
ject: " Tha  Co-operative  Caiftumnwoaltli." 


EDUCATION  ECONOMY. 


SOUTHPORT  CO-OPERATORS' 

SUCCESSFUL  OPPOSITION. 


At  a recont  meeting  of  Lite  Southport 
Town  Council,  Councillor  R.  Houlclsworth 
(president  of  trie  Southport  Society)  was  suc- 
cessful in  preventing  an  attempt  to  econo- 
mise in  education  nt  the  expense  of  the 
workers’  children.  Ho  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  n resolution  that  until  furtljer 
notice  children  bo  not  admitted  to  any  in- 
fant school  or  department  earlier  than  tho 
beginning  of  tho  term  in  which  they  reuched 
their  fifth  birthday.  He  moved  that  be 
deleted,  as  he  regarded  such  action  as  false 
economy.  In  u number  of  tlie  loc-aJ  schools 
they  had  been  admitting  children  from 
three-and-n-hulf  to  five  years  of  age,  and 
that  had  been  a decided  advantage  to  the 
young  life  of  the  town.  If  they  were  now 
to  lie  debarred  from  that  privdege,  those 
children  .would  be  thrown  on  the  streets. 
Ho  maintained  t-liat  it  was  beyond  the  dig- 
nity of  the  council  to  inflict  such  a hardship. 

Councillor  Yates,  in  seconding,  said  if  the 
workers’  children  could  not  have  the  same 
advantage  as  other  children  by  remaining  at 
school  after  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of 
age,  Then  by  all  means  let  the  children  be 
taken  in  hand  as  early  as  possible. 

It  was  eventually  decided  that  the  matter 
should  be  referred  back  to  the  education 
committee. 


A MANCHESTER  RUNNER. 


CAV.S.  EMPLOYEES  MANY  HONOURS. 


Mr.  J.  Carter,  an  employee  of  the  C.W.S. 
biscuit  works  at  Orumpsall,  has  earned  a 
good  reputation  as  a runner,  and  locally  bis 
prospects  are  viewed  as  very  bright.  Writ- 
ing in  the  “Manchester  Evening  News,” 
“ .7 . H.  H.”  says  : 

“-Most  of  our  besUknown  athletes  can 
trace  their  association  in  sport  through  early 
connection  with  a minor  club.  Another  such 
instance  is  that  of  Joe  Carter,  the  popular 
captain  of  the  Broughtoh  H.  and  A.C.  Born 
iii  Manchester,  and  now  in  his  twenty-eighth 
year,  lie  commenced  his  running  career  when 
only  fourteen  with  the  C.W.S.  Biscuit  Works 
Harriers.  He  won  many  medals  and  the  club 
championship,  and  his  efforts  brought  about 
the  success  of  the  team  in  the  Manchester 
Business  Houses  Championship  of  1920  and 
1921.  When  war  broke  out,  lie  joined  the 
King’s  Liverpool  Regiment,  and,  training  at 
Bournemouth,  won  a seven  miles  road  race 
open  to  the  division.  Later  his  regiment 
won  the  cup  and  medals  open  to  all  the 
battalions.  The  next  year,  in  France,  he 
run  second  in  a seven  miles  race,  and  after- 
wards was  wounded  at  Ypreg. 

“ Since  joining  the  Broughton  Club  in 
1919  he  has  shown  marked  improvement  on 
the  track  and  across  country,  twice  finishing 
second  to  G.  C.  L.  WnJlncli  in  the  ten  miles 
club  championship.  In  the  East  Lancashire 
Championships  he  was  sixth  in  last  year’s 
‘ Junior  ’ and  fifth  in  the  present  year’s 
1 Senior.’  In  team  races  on  the  flat  lie  ha,s 
been  most  consistent,  taking  many  prizes, 
whilst  in  handicaps  he  won  the  mile  nt  the 
Manchester  County  Police  Sports,  and 
second  at  Wigan  and  Church  Police 
nieetiUgs.” 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKERS-ThcN.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  “ Readable  "Trad;  Union 
taper.  1’ubliihei  fortnightly 
1 on  Ftturdays).  Price  Zd„ 
fro:n  bran.h  secretaries,  or  3d. 
Fost  free  from  Central  Office — 
"Oakley, " Wilmiiow  Road, 
Fallnwfield.  Mane  heller. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BATI.EY  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIFTTY  LTD.-Wanled, 
a first-class  BUSINESS  WOMAN  as  CAFE  MAN- 
AQEKKSS.--AppUcatinus,  staling  age,  particulars  of 
experience  in.  the  trade,  and  wages  required,  to  reach 
(■he  Secretary  not  la  tor  than  Urst  poet  an  Monday, 
(Milch  27th. 

RIG1I0USE  DISTRICT  INDUSTRIAL  SOCIETY 
LTD.  Require  tho  acrvicea  of  a smart  HEAD- 
DRKSSMARBR:  experience  in  cutting  and  fitting; 
15  to  20  hands. — Apply,  stating  ago.  wages,  experience, 
and  referenoxt,  with  all  [Kij-ticiilara,  by  letter,  to  the 
above  Sr»ciety  by  Monday,  March  20th. 

BUTCHERY  MANAGER.- -Central  (beef  aitd  pork) 
and  <1  brunches;  keen  buyer;  experienced  In  all 
brandies  of  Uie  trade.— Write,  elating  age,  full  details 
of  experience,  with  'onpics  of  latest  teHtUnoniaLs,  on 
or  before  March  23rd  (N.U.C.O.  scale  paid),  Co-opera- 
tive Society;  12,  South-stroet,  Ilkeston. 


CENTRAL  DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT.— The  Umgle- 
ton  E.  and  1.  Co-operative  Society  Require  a 
oniiqiotont  DRAPERY  MANAGER  and  BUYER;  tho 
sales  fur  1921  were  16,200,  which  could  tie  greatly 
increased. — Apply  by  letter,  giving  qualifications  and 
refnrences,  to  tho  Co-operative  Society,  34,  Mill-street, 
Congleton,  not  latur  Uiun  Tuesday,  March  21»t. 

Drapery  manager  and  buyer.- -Up-to-date 

MAN'  Ib-quinxl  for  remodelled  diop;  weekly  trade 
£100,  capable  of  expansion;  applicants  must  be  "tho- 
roughly efilcicnt  In  tho  art  of  display  and  Ralesmaui- 
ehip. — Stapj  ago,  wages,  ond  references  to  Coniniittee, 
Oo -operative  tkiciety^, Ajidovcr. 


HKADJVIILLINER  Wanted;  tlurrmigtily  experienced 
YOUNG  LADY ; keen  buyur,  Btcx  kkqepcr,  and 
hble  to  unatrul  millinery  ond  riiantle  deparl/ncnts, 
under  tlio  siqiervlsloii  of  drapery  mannger. —Apply, 
staling  age,  wages  required,  and  exixsriemoe,  to  Grays 
0>-o[ierulive  Society  Ltd.,  Grays.  Essex. 


MANTLES. — Wanted,  first-cUas  YOUNG  LADY, 
fully  con>|>etent  to  lake  charge  of  showroom 
and  ubto  to  control  female  ‘ staff,  order  the  super- 
vision ul  the  drapery  manager. — Apply  not  later  than 
March  2lst,  slating  age,  wage,  and  cxpcriouoe,  to 
Co-operative  Soiilety,  Scunthoriic.  Lines. 


MALE  CLERK  Wanted  for  nmaJI  rocioty;  must  Uio- 
roughly  understaod  general  office  routine  and 
Die  koeping  of  leakage  accounts ; splendid  opportunity 
for  reliable  person.— Apply,  stating  ago,  expcrieeco, 
refer .uiccs,  when  available,  and  wage  required,  lo  Com- 
mittee, Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Bovoy  Traqey,  Devon. 

ORGANISER  and  CANVASSER  Required  (male  or 
female) ; must  have  thorough  knowledge  of  tbe 
working  of  a oooperalive  society’. land  of  the  ideals  of 
the  movement.— Apply  by  letter  only,  endorsed 
Can vass*; r,”  to  Secretary.  Co-opemlivo  Sodetv  Ltd., 
Allinglon-3trcet,  Nortliampton.  enclosing  copies  of  testi- 
monials, and  6tating  age,  'experience,  and  wago 
required. 


T1HE  Ixmg  Eaton  Oo^iperative  Society  Ltd.  thank 
all  applicants  for  the  pceititpi  of  FARM  BAILIFF 
on  Drayoott  and  Toton  Farms,  and  intimate  that 
appointments  have  been  made. 

¥1T ANTED,  o LADY  ASSISTANT  for  Drapery  De- 
f l [ortinent . must  be  smart  and  qualified. to  aarve 
tlirough.  age  25  U>  30.— Apply.  staUrrg  expenence,  wage 
required,  with  copies  of  testlmaniato  or  reference*,,  to 
Box  60,  "Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 

\\T ANTED,  TAILORING  MANAGER  ond  CUTTER 
K with  experience  of  gents'  outfitting —Apply, 
stating  age,  wage,  and  experience,  with  references, 
Kidderminster  industrial  CooperqU 
fully  Qualified  and 


WJ  ANTED,  w — v . - 

▼ T NITUfiE  ar.d  HARDWARE  MANAGER;  written 
applications,  aUtirg  age.  experience,'  and  en cloeirg 
coDie*  of  two  recent  testanoniala,  to  resu*  the  Society 
not  later  Uian  first  post.  Friday,  Mart*- 24th;  N.U.C.O. 
wage*  scale  poid  — Apply,  Co-operative  Society,  Ctvwn- 

slreet,  ifebden  Bridge. - 

%1T ANTED,  » WORKING  MANAGER  in  our  Bakery 
Y)  Department;  must  be  flmt-oU*  bread  baker, 
disdpliaarteh,  and  organiser ; good  wages  to  »->xl  man ; 
output  about  20  sacks.— Apply  at  oooe.  Whitworth 

Cc -operative  Society. 

\NTED,  a «nort  JUNIOR  ASSISTANT  for  Cen- 
tral Grocery  Department,  sge  19  to  20;  


•M-r.  ■ 
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\*7-ANTED.  ruiuirt  MAN  for  Society  of  2.100  m^,. 

v T bers  (central  and  two  broncties)  as  DRAPFJit 
and  TAILORING  MANAGER, . under  supervision  of 
general  inoruiger;  must  be  able  to  fake  measurements; 
keen  buyer.  Mle*mit»n,  atockkeeper,  aniT  wind-,*', 
dresser. — Apply,  stating  age,  wage,  and  experience, 
accompanied  liy  two  recant  testimonials,  to  the  tom! 
mittee,  Co-operative  Society  Ltd,.  Sniedley-iitreet.  Mai. 
l<K-k.  by  Tuesday  (first  post),  March  S»t.  endured 


WANTED,  YOUNG  LADY,  with  ( 
V * of  I "“its,  drqpery,  and  liardwei 
particulars.  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 


TTl RANTED,  an  expcriencvl  MOTOR  DRIVER, 

T * able  to  runojog  rtjpair^;  trade  uitfon  r-.it* 
of  \\uges.— Apply  »n  writing,  staling  age  and  exurci- 
encc.  with  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials,  m th« 
Manager.  Clrirk  and  District  Co-opor5five  Society  Lm  , 
Cffiirk,  not  later  than  March  22nd. 


WANTED,  TRAVELLER  or,  commission  for  tl„ 
North  of  England  and  Scotland;  also  one  f..r  tlie 
South  of  England  and  Wales;  state  cuuimuwion,  us--, 
and  experience.— Apply,  Vrorhiotive  Boot  Society,  Hu 
61,  " Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


WANTED,  for  new  department,  o compeient 
FEMALE  -HEAD  CONFEiCT ION ER.  with  g..,i 
knowledge  of  smalls,  fancies,  and  bread;  Rhodes  oven. 
—Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  wagers  reqoirsl, 
and  enclosing  copies  of  references,  will  be  received  up 
Jo  first  post  on  Wednesday,  March  ££nd,  IndoMrui 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Egieiuont,  Cumberland 

WANTED,  smtjjt  YOUNG  MAN  ur  ASSlsi  vm 
CUrriiR  and  TRiy.MER,  must  be  txipal.l-  „i 
cutting  a lounge  suit. — Apply,  staling  age,  expenemv, 
and  wage.-  required,  and  giving  references,  tin 
Secretary,  Sheerness  and  District  Econianical  Co-open, 
live  Society  Ltd.,  91,  High-street,  Shecme.es,  not  later 
Uian  Marcii  22nd. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAIN  MEM 

AGENCY.  (I,icense<l  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artiste, 
to  It  Hibdkrd,  66 Great  Preseott-street,  London,  1.1, 

A SHOW  Willi  A Bfd  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER’S  " MEHRiF.  MlMICkS."  Al.vav* 
a success.  A nhow  built  to  phvise.  I!.|»  r- 
toire  pro,;  terms  mod. — 15,  Warwick-street,  llulmo, 
Manchestor.— Tel.  1163  Central. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 

housemen. CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  TURNER,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerk*, 
Dilke  House.  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.l. 


B 


•pera 


BAKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative.  Bakers  of  any  grads 
ore  requested  to  apply -to  W.  Baxpiklii,  General- S-t'rs- 
tary,  Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sydney-slrcet,  London,  S.W. 

AKER  and  CONFECTIONER;  single;  uged  38; 
well  up  in  bread,  cakes,  smalls,  iccing,  piping,  h^-k* 
; good  refs.— Box  42,  " Co-operative  News,"  MIC. 

Engineer  (38);  charge  of  plant  or  oih 

cars,  engines,  boilers,  machinery;  life  o< 
tor.— Box  62,  " Co-operative  News,"  Mnnchest-- 

SECRETARY  or  CHIEF  CLERKSHIP  Reqniiwl  by 
fully-qualiRed  MAN;  15  years'  co-operative  office 
experience  with  Yorkshire  society;  able  to  prepare 
balanoe  6licet,  inoluding  depart riieiilul"  workings  and 
all  returns  necessary.— Replies  in  confidence  lo  Do* 
58,  **'  CV>-opeiutive  News,"  Muuchester^ 

THOROll’GULY  eoinpelerit  BAKER  seek-  | -■  ' «a 
MANAGER  or  FOREMAN;  good  orgarn-.r  and 
tactful  disciplinarian;  accustomed  to  dull  i»uorvl; 
large  output  and  modern  machinery , highest  ts-.li 
mouials;  disengaged  when  suited.— Ilukor,  " Devoma," 
Bloom  field-road,  Gloueest«'r. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  rmi  tinng, 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CIIEAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
Ixmdon ; produced  by  (he  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-ofierotive  societies ; price*  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indui- 
trial  Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwoll-street.  Ejieter. 

ITREE— POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  nsine  and 
address ; also  particulars  of  money  making  spare- 

time  agency.— E.  iticiirORO,  8 ond  9,  Snow  Hill,  dim. 

NCR  EASE  TRADE-ATTRACTIVE  TINTED  DIS- 
PLAY LETTERING;  method  ond  patterns,  2-.  9d. 
Complete  business  oul fit  to  form  any  wording,  figure*, 
Ac.,  5s.  6d.  post  flee. — Con w iv,  Wray-lmry.  Ilm  k-. 

THE  Hull  Co-operative  Society  liuv  for  disp-rol 
the  following  Burroughs  ADDING  MAI 'HINES  in 

oxoellcut  condition  : — Two  9 coliunn  on 

aland ; one  Duplex  Double  Stirling  IBiii.  carriage  aeini- 
automatic  i-nw  tabulfMing;  each  may  he  opera '<■•1 
electrically  or  by  liond^-Ulfer.  lo  26,  JarniliMi r.»-t, 
Hull 

NOS  SMEI.LING  FIRELIGHTERS. 

2D  PACKETS;  17s.  gross  packet*;  wnph* 

Address,  Firelight  Supplies,  Gorton.  Munetirateh 

WORKING  A^  HOUIlS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  HIE  BAKER) 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Condition*.  R' 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  II.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Filler,  Pendleton. 

HARF  SITE;  BARKISO  < REEK,  AGJOINl NO 
NEW  I/JNDON  MAIN  ROAD  — About  27  u.  r<->, 
with  approx.  800  feel  of  river  Ironing*-,  pari  »■  o 
cui table  for  erection  of  lioiuei;  .lliaJ° V> 
acre  for  quick  ^ -K'lfu 
Box  ns.  V B.  Browne’.,  Advertui.ng  Offlora,  1«, 
Queen  Victoria-street,  Lundon,  4- 


In  l/-eds  t«  DIN'S 
iperatlve  Suciety'* 


Wanted,  mi  (ooperaio 
Ot  tbe  Leeds  Indus! 

'“Ti  u 

Note  the  Address:  ALBION  STREET. 

-wwri.NTER.  1922  —Every  nun  who  i>  wllll"8 

sssft  u ,w 

ductlva  Society),  Bruloi  dre  t.  I»i^  f 

IREDALE  CO  OPERATIC  WORSTED  >f  AM  FAC- 
TURING  SOCIETY  LIMIIED- 
Makers  of  DRESS  COODS  (PLAIN  AND  F IV '» 

Alao  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  < LOTUS  (for  Tad  -nn# 

Department.). 


ALL  CO-OPERATIVE  CLERKS 

skraW  Wlant  to  lh«  - 

food  and  distbibutive 

Of  the  H»ti»«sl  Uowa  ol  Clcrki  aai  * .„je*, 

The  Gaild  “ 

and  I*  rua  solely  In  the  r n .'an(jer*t->oi 
their  requirements  are  icuiy  un« 

For  furtkrr  pirlitxlin 

OrauiMf.  ’0AKDELL.'  WABSTOCIL  BIBKlNCH 


- 


jfjBcn  18,  1922. 
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Aids 

Digestion. 

Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and- 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

Hollis 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  ol 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  help.S 
the  digestion  of  starch— sJ 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HOVIS  is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


TOCB  B4EER  B1KKB  IT. 


if  you 
want 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

ERVICEABLE  SPEn0pE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Addrees:  SPER0PR  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  braud. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

F1ELWNG-W00D 

The  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 

" X.B,"  " Eeclos,"  " Climax."  and  other  Check  Systems 
PenDy  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX” 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 

118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches  : Rutherford'  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
• Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


DOUGH 

KNEADERS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH* 

Telephone:  PETERBOROUGH  301.  Teles, ®ns ; PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Offices:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2.  Works:  WILLESDEN 
JUNCTION.  LONDON.  N.W.  10.  md  PETERBOROUGH,  Branches:  70.  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW*  72.  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


— T56e  Reliable  Home  2D  yes.  — ■ ■ ■ ■ 


DRUMMER 

O in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

JL  JLiVv  bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTOhfc 

■ ■ Makers  of  Sdges  “2Dotiy  5Qlue"  # Qream 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 

A SPECIAL 
CHEAP  LINE. 

T.HTONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

Established  1687- 


& 


Is  the  B0055  jx?r  ' 

■,  W boys  w: 

I SniM*r : Reliable  I 

ir  i.  Best Wue  : >* j 

Crompton  Boot  AUnu&ns. 

W*  I&U  V(<rtk5;EWvr^U4,fi 
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Che  Ideal 


99 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  I 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BUHNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Boyd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grindrtllts,  Flannelette, 
Silcsias,  Lincncttes,  Lustres,  & Silkctccn  Linings ; 
also  ol  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pillar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Oflice  : 6,  Church  St..  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS: 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


or  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurcb,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leioq,  Loncg. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  '.  '.  \ Moderate  in  Price. 

- MANUFACTURE)  BV 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED,  All  Co-operators  & 


Trade  Unionists 


to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 


Boots  & Shoes, 


“Self-Help”  B'*“- 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Ltek,  Staffordshire. 

S r or  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closinc 

Twist.  Tailors  Button 'Holo  Twist,  &c.  Binding 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholes*!*  Societies. 


The  Leicester  Go-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies'  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-cfate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

equity  works,  wvsr.,2?:d 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  S3TE&  Cloths 

can  he  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Bole  Agents : Tha 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

C*a  be  had  at  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 
Plcatc  ask  f,r  them. 


Ml 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO  - OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 
and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


£****%*%iim*%***m*##%*v**##****m*##****##*mmM##**#*####***#**  *##*#****#*##*##*****  #****##***# 


AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


Peia  w Polish 


STILL  SHINING. 


* 

* 


=* 

* 

* % 
**t***it**«jt*««^it*t****iSM*********«***t«»»*«***«*****«it»****«****«*»******«ii;**ii*** 
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Branch  Managers  are  Asked 

to  Show  — — 

C.  W.S.  Goods  in  their  Shops.. 


■March  19,  lgoo 


This  Announcement  should 

■ — be  Read 

at  All  Guild  Meetings. 


WHY  TRADE  IS 
DOWN  in  SOME 
SOCIETIES.  : : 


A Serious  Problem  to  be  Tackled  by 
Individual  Co  operators. 


are  we  on  the  right 

ROAD? 


This  announcement  is  made  for  the 
serious  consideration  of  managers  and 
members,  where  co-operation  is  wanted. 

According  to  the  signs  of  the  times, 
as  revealed  in  newspaper  articles  and 
co-operative  balance  sheets,  trade  is  bad, 
and  the  industrial  outlook  for  the  season 
is  as  gloomy  as  a ‘November- twilight, 
household  incomes  have  declined,  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  people  has 
fallen,  and  unemployment  is  the  hopeless 
lot  of  thousands.  Even  In  co-operative 
works,  established  by  co-operators  to 
supply  the  stocks  for  the  stores,  short 
time  is  being  worked.  And  yet  if  all 
the  distributive  societies  bought  all  their 
boots,  furniture,  and  drapery  from  the 
CAV'S.  there  would  be  no  co-operative 
workers  out  of  work.  We  have  not  been 
as  loyal  to  the  principles  we  profess  as 
we  should  have  been.  There  has  been 
thoughtlessness  in  the  weekly  expendi- 
ture. That  is  why  the  sales  of  some 
stores  have  fallen  •:  and  it  is  the  reason 
for  much  of  the  declining  dividend. 

Incomes  have  fallen,  but-it  does  not 
follow  that  the  trade  of  the  store  should 
suffer.  Few  people  spend  all.their  money 
at  the  store.  Many  shillings  are  every 
week  expended  at  some  rival  shop.  Even 
good  co-operators  sometimes  forget  their 
own  shop.  Now,  just  examine  your 
spendings  for  a few  weeks,  and  look 
around  your  shop  to  see  whether  more 
of  your  daily  needs  could  be  obtained 
from  the  store.  If  ioo  members  v-ould 
each  determine  to  spend  5s.  weekly  more 
than  they  are  now  doing  trade  w'ould 
gain  a week,  or  £1,300  a year ; and 
if  every  member  would  try  and  restrain 
the  tendency  to  go  elsewhere  we  should 
soon  stop  the  downward  tendency  of 
sales. 

And  such  increased  trade — secured  by 
the  thoughtfulness  of  each  individual — 
would  decrease  the  proportion  of  ex- 
penses, and  keep  the  dividend  steady. 
Moreover,  if  co-operators  would  deter- 
mine  to  recognise  that 


C.W.S.  .lams  are  made  with  Fruit 
and  Sugar  they  would  quickly  get 
all  the  Co-operative  Jam  Works 
busy.  Lower  Prices  for  the  goods 
of  rivals  would  not  divert  them 
from  the  Co-operative  purpose. 


This  is  only  one  example  of  the  way 
in  which  business  could  be  brightened. 


Prepare  your  Shops 


For  Spring  and  Summer  Trade 
: after  consultation  wilh  the  : 


C.W.S.  BUILDING  DEPARTMENTS 


: Stjopfitters  Guilders  : 


Send.  1 
to 


C.W.S.  Building  Dept.,  Broughton  Lane,  Manchester, 

or  to  the  C.W.S.  Building  Departments  established  at  other  C.W.S.  centres. 


Buy  C.W.S.  jams,  biscuits,  soaps,  mar- 
garines, baking  powders,  self-raising 
flours,  and  all  the  packed  goods  from 
Pelaw  and  Silvertown  ; table  delicacies 
from  Middleton  and  Yarmouth  ; and,  in 
fact,  keep  to  your  own  institution— and 
much  that  now  is  ill  will  be  made  well. 

The  same  is  true  with  regard  to  cloth- 
ing and  textiles.  One  small  society  in 
the  Midlands  has  .set  a bright  example 


to  all  the  bigger  ones  in  the  proportion 
of  C.W.S.  costumes  supplied  to  its 
members.  The  tailoring  department 
awaits  more  orders  ; the  boot  factories 
want  more  inquiries  for  Wheatsheaf 
boots — the  demand  for  the  new  standard 
price  lines  is  fight,  but  more  could  be 
done  with  the  ordinary  lines  ; and  every- 
where the  call  to  co-operators  is  for  more 
trade — not  for  profit,  but  to  get  close 


down  to  the  fundamental  idea  of  co 
operation,  viz.,  the 

Self-Employment  of 
All  Our  Members. 

That  can  only  he  secured  by  all  the 
co-operators  insisting  on  being  supply 
with  the  productions  of  C.W.S.  factorit-’- 
That  is  the  way  to  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth.  Are  you  on  the  road . 


I * 
* 
■ * 
* 
* 
* 
* 


M%*M*******W**m********Km%****m**Z%**m?t**%*#***m$***1f**1&*ie***************************l 


SUIT-ED  FOR 


SOs. 


SEE  PAGE  13.  : 

, * 
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STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  of 

c.w.s. 

BISCUITS. 


jig  THINGS  DQum. 


jF5SEHTlAL.UNTn 


IN  ALL  TH I NCS,  CHARITY  f( 
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KEEP  BROUGHTON 
BUSY. 

a Plea  for  the  Individual  That  is  Greater 
Than  h'ere  Platformatlen. 


C.W.S  HALF-YEARLY  REPORT. 

‘IMPOSSIBLE  TO  AVOID  A LOSS  ON  SOCIETY'S  TRADING 
OPERATIONS."  ‘ 


THE  FUTURE:  A HOPEFUL  NOTE. 


REDUCTION  IN  SALARIES  AGAIN  SUGGESTED. 


In  the  lingo  warehouses  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society  large  stocks  of 
splendid  tweed  cloths  have  repi evented  a 
valuable  asset;  but  the  universal  trade 
depression  Jm&  declined  their  marketable 
chance.  Rut  the  quality  . is  there—  they 
are  durable,  wearable,  and  of  essentially 
capital  quality.  Buyers  of  retail  societies 
have  drawn  from  these  stocks  from  time 
to  time— and  never  been  disappointed. 

Naturally  the  general  business  slackness 
has  caused  some  unemployed  in  certaiu 
productive  works.  We  want  to  arrest 
that  state  of  things;  in  fact  we  want  to 
sic  trade  revive.  The  popularity  of  the 
l 1 W.S.  Flannelette  at  Is.  3d.  per  yard 
lias  done  good  to  the  C.W.S.  mills  at  Bury 
and  Kadi'll ffe ; the  demand  for  the  lbs.  Gil. 

\V|ieat«sheaf  ’’  Men’s  Boot  has  put  the 
hoot  works  at  Leeds  and  Heckmondn  ike  on 
lull-time.  If  one  out  of  every  two  of  the 

• ■.■•-operators  who  read  these  lines  would 
hoy  a pair  of  " Wheatsheaf  ” Boots  or 
some  (’.W.S.  Flannelette — mind  you.  have 
an  assurance  that  it  is  the  C.W.S. 
Flannelette  from  the  Bury  or  Raddiffe 
mills— nest  week  tlie  effect  would  he 
■ 1 1-1 1 :il.  It  would  add  a stability  T9 
business  in  four  centres.  AlTd'Tbe'niciT'iuSt'd 
employment  in  C.W.S.  factories  at  Bury, 
Leeds.  Heckmondwike.  and  Raddiffe  would 
prove  a useful  help  to  the  local  distribu- 
tive societies  in  maintaining  trade.  For- 
much  of  the  increased  income  of  the  co- 
operative employees  would  find  its  way  into 
the  stores.  These  four  towns  can  help  one 
another — the  Ideal  .stores  can  all  push  the 
mle  of  C.W.S.  Boots  and  Flannelettes  to 
their  mutual  advantage. 

Now  we  want  to  see  a great  forward 
movement  to  sustain  co-operative  employ- 
ment at  Broughton.  Ibis  is  a real 
co-operative  centre.  There  is  the 
Shoplifting  Section,  the 
Cabinet  WorkSj  the 
Mantle  Factory,  the 
Motor-Body  Works,  the 
Building  Department,  the 
Clothing  Factory,  and 
some  other  ( .W.S.  establishments  in 
Broughton.  They  ijll  want  work,  they 
deserve  trade,  they  awpit-  the  custom  of 

• ounnittce.s  and  managers  anxious  to  keep 
the  Broughton  Co-operative  Colony  flourish- 
ing to  the  same  degree  as  Co-operative 
Insuniine  arid  Pc  law  Polish. 

But  trade  lags.-  Now  take  the  mantle 
fm  lmy;  it  is  excellently  organised,  capi- 
tally staffed  and  equipped;  but  it  can  do 
"nh  more  work.  Ask  your  drapery 
manager  the  extent  of  his  help  in  keeping 
the  machines  busy.  Tie  can  tell  you  how 
"ell  I be  work  is  done,  and  how  reasonable 
mv  the  pri-  cs.  and  he  can  show  you 
samples  of  Broughton  mantles  and  costumes 
tluii  ;ir(.  sivlish.  high  quality,  and  low 
Price. 

The  factory  must  get.  busy,  and  hero  is 
a "ay  in  which 

YOU  CAN  HELP. 

Bviercnce  has  already  beeu  made  to  the 
tweed  cloths  that  are  available:  they  can 

retailed  at  shillings  per  yard  below  cost, 
and — well,  we’ll  leave  the  point  of  the 
mailer  till  next  week,  when  an  important 
announcement  will  be  made  fully  disclosing 
an  offer  of  30,000  skirts  for  sale  to 
vji-operators  through  the’  stores  — and 
through  co-operative  stores  only.  'Every 
big  society  should  give  early  order  a for. 
s‘:|y.  500  to  1 .0110  of  tld*se.  aud  many  a 
society  of  1.000  members  Will  be  able  to 
sell  *200.  The  retail  price  will  be  8s.  lid. 
cadi  less  than  the  original  cost  of  the 
cloth. 

Thus  co-tJperutors  will  have  the  benefit 
m the  depreciation  of  stocks — a fact  that 
•mould  interest  the  newspaper  scribes  who 
magnified  oiir,  losses.  They  can  now 
magnify  the  gaiu  to  the  individual 
member. s wlio  obtain  these  30,000  -skirts. 

must  nil  be  cleai^d  early;  members 
Uoiild  give  their  orde-rs.  and  within  a 
-'JJ^'ght  every  di.toei  v window  should  be 
hlM  with  C.W.S.  skirts  at  As.  lid.  Thev 
8,'o..ld  |ie  emptied  in  a few  days 
IF 

£To  be  continued.]  [apvt. 


The  directors  of  the  Wholesale  Society  in 
the  half-yearly  report  issued  la  t week-end, 
«tate  that  before  charging  interest  on  capital, 
also  depreciation  of  property,  there  is  a loss 
for  the  period  under  review  of  £145,191, 
which,  with  £650,77-1  inlerest  on  capital  (in- 
cluding £145.962  on  shares),  also  £320,350 
depreciation  of  property,  gives  a total  of 
£1,416,615,  which  lias  been  debited  to  the 
reset  v»3  fund.  After  crediting  the  reserve 
fund  with-  the  transfer  of  £1 ,500,000  in 
respect  of  capital  expenditure  on  plant, 
machinery,  and  fixtures  previously,  charged 
io  revenue,  and  debiting  the  net  loss  fur  the 
half-year,  the  amount  to  credit  of  the  fund 
is  £642,068. 

The  net  increase  to  the  insurance  fund 
during  the  half-year  is  £55,776,  the  amount 
to  credit  at  December  24th,  1921,  being 
£940,750. 

Fall  in  Values. 

The  fall  in  values  referred  to  in  th  pre- 
vious  half-yearly  report  continued  during  the 
• period  under  review,  and  necessitated  the. 
writing  down  of  trade  stocks  to  maiket 
values,  thereby  making  it 

impassible  to  avoid  a loss  on  the  society's 
trading  operations  for  the  half-year. 
During  the  half-year  widespread  unem- 
ployment.-(with  all  its  hardship  and  limited 
family  expenditure),  persistent  uadc  depres- 
sion, and  seriously  disturbed  economic  con- 
ditions were  continued  with  grave 
consequence  to  trading  and  manufacturing 
concerns. 

Owing  to  the  foresight  and  prudeno? 
exercised  in  the  past,  in  accumulating  sub- 
stantial reserves,  and  allowing  for  ample 
depreciation  of  properties,  ilic  directors  have 
been  -able  to  meet  the  position  as  stated  on 
the  balance  sheet. 

Hopeful  Outlook. 

Having  withstood  the  struggle  through 
adverse  circumstances,  the  directors  now 
desire  to  express  the  hope  that  recent  trad- 
ing and  financial  embarrassments,  have  been 
sufficiently  overcome  to  encourage  them 
to  look  forward  wit-h  confidence  towards  a 
gradual  improvement  in  co-operative 
trade.  Future  advancement  rests  mainly 
with  application  of  steadfast  loyalty  to 
the  principle  of  associated  cflort. 

Sales  rnd  Supplies. 

Tile  total  sales  for  tlie  half -year  ended 
December  24th  last  were  £38,513.084,  i de- 
crease of  £15,670,676.  or  28  j per  cent,  an 
the  corresponding  period  of  list  year.  For 
the  year  the  sales  were  .£30, 8-8-1, 660,  a 
decrease  of  £24.554,963,  or  23  J per  Tent,  on 
the  previous  year. 

Total  supplies  from  the  various  productive 
works' for  the  lialF-veir  were  £'1'?,109.90)\  a 
decrease  of  £5,332,920,  or  30*  per  cent.  • For 
i lie  year  the ’supplies  were  £2<‘>.292,593,  a 
decrease  of  £7,199.709.  or  21^  per-  tent,  on 
the  previous  year. 

The  shareholders  are  reeummonvicd  to 
grant  the  following  donatiens  out  of  reserve 
fund: — (1)  £2,000  to  the  Russian  Famine 
Relief  Fund  uu<]  (2)  £200  to  the  Hull  puol 
Fire  Relief  Fund. 

Reduction  in  Salaries. 

The  t.onduu  Society  has  sent  in  the  fol- 
lowing notice  of  metien:  “ That,  in  harmony 
v.itli  reduction  iu  wages,  which  is  general, 
and  i be  lower  co^t  of  living,  the  salaries  of 
diicc-lovs  ami  auditors  be  reduced  13  pei 
cent,  forthwith.'* 

__  The  City  of  Bradford  Society  Is  moviug  U r 
a similar  reduction,  and  wants  it  to  be  made 
applicable  to  scrutineers  as  well  as  lo  direc- 
tors and  auditors. 

The  City  of  Bradford  has  also  forwarded 


another  notice  of  motion  as  follows;  “ That 
the  directors_of  the  Wlrolesale  Society  rerom- 
lnentl  all  persons  in  t-heir'eniploy  in  England 
to  become  mpmbeix  of  a local  co-operative 
society  if  there  is  a distributive  society  in 
llio  vicinity  cf  their  residence.'1 

Powers  of  Auditors. 

Another  notice  of  motion,  which  affects 
the  auditory  lias  been  tabled  by  the  Fails- 
worth.  Ashington,  Bi  is  tall,  Dewsbury,  Mir- 
field  Perseverance.  Rsdstock.  and  Ripley 
societies.  The  resolution  is  in  tJio  following 
terms:  “That  in  future  the  avditois  be 
grunted  full  power,  whenever  they  deem  it 
necessary  to  an  efficient  discharge  of  their 
duties,  to  visit  any  of  the  branches,  works, 
or  depots  within  the  sphere  of  the  operations 
of  the  society,  whether  at  heme  or  abroad, 
subject  in  llie  case  of  visits  to  depots,. Works, 
Ac.,  outride  the  United  Kingdom  to  1 lie 
limitation  that  not  more  titan  one  visit  shall 
be  paid  to  any  one  depot,  works,  Ac.,  within 
a period  pf  five  years,,  excepting  under 
-special  circumstances,  a report  of  (vhic'ii  shall 
ba  submitted. to  the  *next  ensuing  general 
meetings  of  the  society,  and  to  call-tor  and 
examine  any  or  all  of  the  bookis,  accounts, 
vouchers,  and  documents  relating  to  the 
business  of-  the  society,  in  accordance  with 
Rule  13  (Amendment),  Clause  7,’’ 

Morning  Sittings  Suggested. 

The  only  other  notice  of  motion  on  the 
agenda  stands  in  the  name  of  the  Guildford 
Society,  and  is  as  follows:  “ That  lhi-5  meet- 
ing is  cf  the  opinion  that  the  time  at  present 
allowed  for  discussion  of  the  quarterly  and 
half-yearly  reports  is  not  feUfficient,  and 
therefore  requests  that  arrangements  be 
made  for  business  meetings  to  commence  at 
10-30  aim.,  instead  of  2 p.m.,  as  at  present.’’ 


EASTER  IN  PARIS. 

The:  Inter  lint  imal  Travel  Guild,  formed  in 
connection  with  the  Royal  Arsen.i]  Society's 
educational  department,  have  arranged  an 
Faster  .trip  to  Paris.  The  party  will  leave 
Loudon- on  Thursday,  April  13th,  and.  until 
the  return  journey  on -Easter  Monday  night, 
a long  list  of  visits  to  places  of  interest  has 
been  prepared,  i ml  lulling  the  battlefield  in 
the  RJieinis  area.  .Some  of  the  meals  will  he 
taken  at  restaurants  belonging  to  the  French 
Union  of  Co-operators.  Those  responsible 
for  the  arrangements  have  succeeded  in 
utilising  to  the  best  advantage  the  lime  to 
be  spent  in-Franfe.  * 


‘ HARD  FACTS.” 


THE  TRADE  UNION 

RESOLUTION. 

DIRECTORS  SEEK  MODIFICATION 


The  directors  of  the  Wholesale  Society 
are  making  the.  following  recommendation 
to  the  forthcoming  quarterly  meetings:  — . 
That  the  resolution  passed  at  the 

January  quarterly  meeting  1919,  in- 
structing the  directors  to  ensure  that 
every  employee  shall  he  a member  of 
a trude  union,  shall  not  apply  to  the 
managers,  buyers,  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  their  principal  assistants, 
and  for  the  present  no  further  steps 
be  taken  to  enforce  the  resolution. 

The  attention  of  employees  lias  been 
called  to  this  Resolution,  and  individual 
intimations  have  been  sent  to  non-union 
employees  whose  names  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  directors  by  the  various 
trade  unions  concerned.  A considerable 
section  of  the  employees  have  carried  out 
the  terms  of  the  resolution,  but  others 
objecting  to  the  compulsory  character  of 
the  instruction  have  not  complied  with  the 
requests  made  to  them.  Amongst  l best 
are  many  old  and  trusted  employees  of  the 
society  who  have  never  allied  themselves 
to  any  trade  union  and  are  not  desirous  of 
doing  so  now. 

The  only  step  the  directors  see  available 
to  them  to  carry  into  effect  the  instruction 
and  to  compel  these  employees  to  comply 
with  the  resolution,  will  be  to  intimate  la 
them  that  their  services  must  be  dispensed 
w ith  unless  they  ally  themselves  to  a union 
forthwith. 

The  directors  have  hesitated  to  do  this, 
believing  it  to  be  an  inadvisable  form  of 
compulsion. 

It  is  convenient  here  to  say  that  consi- 
derable difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
complying  with  the  strict  terms  of  the 
resolution,  inasmuch  a«  several  trade 
unions  cater  for  the  different  classes  of. 
the  society’s  employees,  and  there  is  a 
persistent  overlapping  as  between  ono 
union  and  another. 

Again,  compelling  employees  to  join 
unions,  some  of  which  have  been  brought 
into  existence  to  cater  especially  for  the 
society's  labour,  places  the  direilors  in  a 
difficult  position,  lor  such  unions  make 
demands'  on  the.  society  without  regard  to 
the  rates  and  conditions  prevailing  for 
precisely  similar  clnssen  of  labour. 

- The  directors  are  of  opinion  that  the 
resolution  should  be  modified  so  that 
managers,  buyers,  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments, with  their  principal  assistants, 
should  be  exempted  from  the  necessity  of 
joining  trade  unions. 


FIGHTING  |THE  FAMINE. 

BRITISH  HELP  FOR  RUSSIA. 

The  appeal  issued  by  the  Co-operative 
Union  on  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie 
famine  stricken  areas  ot  Russia  and 
Georgiu  has  resulted  in  the  sum  of  £2,493 
being  subscribed.  ■ Tlie  societies  named 
below  have  granted  sums  of  £25  and 

11  Rov'd  Arsenal  (£150).  City  of  Bradford 
(£127).  Manchester  and  Salford,  Kinning 


Park,  Oldham  Iudustri: 

ill . and  1 

London  (£100 

each),  Derby.  Hull, 
operative  Baking.  0 
Central,  and  Brighton 

Bolton, 

toiicento 

United  Co- 
r.  Greenock 

(£50  cn 

ml...  Keswick 

and  Heckmondwike  (£ 

40  each 

Leeds  and 

York  (£20  5s.  each). 

Leiccs 

to.  M riot. 

Ripley,  A shine  ton  lad 
Eroh.MlL  Folkestone 

ustrial. 

. Cron 

1 pin  II  Boot. 

• Kilmarnock,  C’overiti  v 

. and 

K'  !.  '£25 

each). 

Of  the  amount  sub: 

scribed. 

£2,000  1m  ? 

already  been  paid  over 

to  the 

International 

Co-operative  Alliance. 

The 

Alliance  i* 

arranging  for  same  to 
Nansen  Belief  Commit 

be  dealt 

with  bv  the 

“ I have  been  a to.  -tnnt  reader  for  some 
years  now.  and  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
it  as  an  all-round  periodical."-— A Harrow 
Weald  reader  of  the  " Millgnte  Monthly.” 


U H.  tr. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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OVERTIME. 

ITS  MORAL  AND  ECONOMIC  ASPECTS. 


A LIFE-ROBBING  DEVICE. 


BY  “DEMOCRITUS." 


To  the  best  of  my  recollection  this  is  the 
first  time  there  has  been  a labour  dispute 
on  a large  scale  in  reference  to  overtime.  It 
mav,  therefore,  be  worth  while  to  consider 
overtime  on  its  own  merits,  and  with  no  more 
than  a passing  reference  to  the  engineers’ 

dispute.  . 

The  great  point  to  be  considered  is  tins. 

“ What  ought  to  bo  tho  attitude  of  the  working 
classes  to  overtime  ? ” 

l was  talking  the  other  day  to  a worker  mi 
one  of' the  iron  trades;  and,  discussing  the 
' future  of  labour,  he  said  lie  thought,  that  the 
next  attack  from  the  employers  would  come 
over  the  question  of  hours.  My  fiieud  was 
very  emphatic  upon  the  necessity  for  resist- 
ing any  such  attack,  which  lie  considered 
even  more  dangerous  than  an  altaek  on  wages. 

■■  Personally,"  he  said.  “ l would  rather  go 
on  strike  against  an  increase  of  hours  than 
against  a decrease  of  pay.  It  is  not  such  a 
great,  matter  whether  you  eat  butter  or  mar- 
garin-.  whether  you  wear  broadcloth  or 
corduroy.  In  the  end  the  result,  is  much  the 
same.  But  it  does  matter  whether  you  work 
eight  hours  or  teii  homo  a day.  For  leisure 
is  Life;  in  that  sense  of  life  meant  by  the 
Master  when  he  said.  ' Man  does  not  live  by 
bread  alone.'  If  a man  has  a few  shillings 
less  a week,  he  is  by  that  much  tho,  more 
restricted  to  sheer  necessities.  But  if  a. man 
is  forced  to  work  a few  hours  longer  a week, 
he  has  that  number  of  hours  less  in  which  to 
live  his  true,  real,  independent  life.” 

So  said  my  friend  ; but  unfortunately  this 
is  not  the  attitude  generally  adopted  by  the 
workers ; or  at  any  rate  it  was  not  their 
general  attitude  previous  to  the  present  dis- 
pute. That,  on  principle,  they  approved 
of  the  eight  hour-day  is  admitted  ; hut  many 
of  them  appioved  of  overtime,  which  is  the 
deadly  enemy  of  the 'eight  hour,  or  any  other 
limited  working  day. 

hi  Alfred  Williams'  "Lite  in  a Railway 
Factory  " there  is  a chapter  on  overtime. 
Let  me  quote  from  it,  reminding  my  readers 
that  Alfred  Williams  wrote  that  book  from 
twenty  yeans'  experience  as  a manual  worker 
in  that  factory 

It  is  remarkable  that,  notwithstanding 
the  terrific  nature  of  the  hardships  en- 
dured. tlie  majority  of  the  men  at  the 
factory  do  not  show  themselves  seriously 
averse  tn  the  working  of  overtime,  lherc 
is  even  satisfaction  evinced  at  rite  pros- 
pect of  putting  in  an  extra  day.  or  a day- 
aud-a-llalf  a week,  and  drawuig-a  lew 
extra  shillings  in  wages.  The  highly-paid 
workmen  are  about  os  unreasonable  in 
the  matter  ns  the' lowest  paid  Jiiuourer.s. 
Very  often  they  are  the  more  insatiable 
of  the  two;  they  will  put,  in  any  mimbei 
of  hours,  provided  an  opportunity  is  given 
them  I’ui’v  so  doing.  . . No  matter  how 
loudly  some  declaim  against  the  system, 
and  advocate  the ‘abolition  of  overtime, 
should  the  ol  der  be  issued,  they  conunonly 
obey  it  with  alacrity.  Occasionally,  though 
not  often,  overtime  is  optional;  but  few 
take  advantage  of  this  relaxation  of  the 
compulsory  rule.'  - l ha  ve  known  those  who 
were  highly  paid,  .on  the  hottest  days  ol 
summer,  to  be  so  severely  punished  with 
the  heat  that  they  could  scarcely  stand 
at,  their  post*,  almost  incapable  ol  further 
effort  and  exhausted  with  the  toil-  yet 
though  it  was  free,  for  them  to  .leave  at 
the  usual  hour,  they  would  not  go  home. 
Mr.  Williams  further  points  out  that. the 
extra  money  earned  is  not  all  'profit.  “It 
costs  more  to  live.  The  workman  requires 
more  to  cat  and  drink,  more  Clothes.' firing, 
light,  and  other  sundries,  to  say  potlung  of 
the  sacrifice  of  freedom  and  life.” 

A Sheer  Delusion. 

Mr.  Williams  is  not  a professed  economist, 
or  be  might  have  said  even  more  than  this. 
He  might,  have  pointed  out,  what  is  a fact, 
that,  although  overtime  payments  give  the 
momentary  feeling  of  greater  prosperity,  it 
is  a sheer  delusion  to  suppose  that  in  the  Tong 
run  Overtime  benefits  the  worker.  Par  from 
t bate  being  the  case,  these  few  extra  shillings 
in  tlie  pocket  arc  a lever  which  tend  t< 


not  stand  an  increase  of  wages  or  even  demand 
a decrease  of  wages.  Besides  this,  there  is  the 
further  consideration  of  what  economists 
understand  by  the  effect  on  wages  of  the 
standard  of  living,  Tn  the  main  wages  always 
tend  downwards  to  the  point  where  the  usual 
standard  of  living  can  be  maintained. 

In  the  long  run,  therefore,  the  sole  effect 
of  overtime  is  to  work  longer  hours  for  no 
higher  reward ; and  there  is  this  further 
reason,  that  an  increase  in  money  wages, 
whether  ordinary  or  overtime  payments,  is 
nearly  always  followed  by  a rise  of  prices.  To 
give  to  tlie  masters,  therefore,  an  absolutely 
free  hand  to  say  when  and  how  often  overtime 
shall  be  worked,  is  to  give  them  the  power 
of  increasing  the  hours  of  labour,  without 
increasing  the  reward  thereof. 

Increased  money  payments  are  often  illu- 
sory ; for  example,  those  workers  who,  during 
the  war,  had  their  wages  doubled  were  woi-se 
off  than  before  the  war,  because  prices  not  only 
doubled,  but  trebled.  There  is  no  such  process 
by  which  hours  of  leisure  can  cease  to  be  of 
fidl  value.  There  are  always  sixty  minutes  to 
the  hour,  however  prices  may  rise  or  fall  ; and 
the  man  who  works  |wo  hours’  overtime  is 
for  all  eternity  robbed  of  120  minutes  of  price- 
less leisure — a leisure  which,  once  lost,  can 
never  through  all  lime  bc«  recovered.  The 
employers’  attack  on  hours  through  overtime 
is,  therefore,  an  attack  on  life.  Or,  to  put  it 
anolher*way,  it  is  an  attack  on  liberty:  the 
man  who  works  ten  hours  a day  for  a master 
is  more  a slave  than  he  who  works  only  eight. 
He  has  two  hours  less  per  day  in  which  to 
cultivate  those  higher  faculties  which  differen- 
tiate a,  man  from  a beast.  That  is  the  ultimate 
and  unanswerable  ease  against  overtime.  As 
Mr.  Williams  very  tellingly  says  in  his  hook  : — 

Overtime  is  little  real  gain  to  the  work- 
man. Even  though  lie  have  a trifle  better 
food  and  clothing  (and  this,  as  above 
pointed  out.  is  illusory),  he  lias  to  work 
excessively  long  hours  to  pay  for  it.  . . . 
Every  hour  spent  outside  the  factory  walls 
is  a precious  addition  to  life;  whoever 
willingly  throws  away  the  opportunity  of 
enjoying  it  is  guilty  of  the  highest  folly. 
He  is  tlie  curtailer  of  his  dearest  rights 
and  liberties,  the  forger  of  fetters  for 
himself  and  his  children  after  him  ; and 
the  sooner  the  working  classes  can  he 
brought  to  see  tlii.%  the  better  it  will  be 
for  them. 

Theory  and  Fact. 

Now,  here  I anticipate  an  objection.  Some 
may  say,  ” No  one  is  compelled  to  work  over: 
time  unless  lie  pleases.”  Now,  however  true 
this  may  he  in  theory,  it  is,  take  it  all  round, 
not  true  in  fact.  What  has  Mr.  Williams  to 
say  about  this,  based  on  his  own  actual  ex- 
perience in  a railway  factory  ? ” The  few 

-who  dislike  overtime  must  swallow  their  objec- 
tions, and  join  in  with  the  rest ; whether  they 
like  it  or  not.  they  are  forced  to  follow  the 
crowd.  It  a man  refuses  point  blank  to  work 
after  the  usual  hours  lie  is  punished  cilhei  with 
suspension  or  instant,  dismissal.” 

One  further  charge,  therefere,  in  the  indict 
mont  of  overtime  is  also  this — that  it  is  a 
tyranny.  As  for  overtime  being  necessary, 
sometimes  it  may  be  ; but.  as  Mr.  Williams 
points  out,  ” there  is  apparently  an  astounding 
want  of  order  and  foresight  on  the  part  of  the 
in  an  aging  staff.  One  day  the  machinery  in 
the  sheds  is' running  day  and  night,  and  every 
man  is  working  unusual  hours ; the  next, 
short  time  is  declared,  and  about,  half  the  time 
worked,  'Similarly,  after  a period  of  short 
weeks,  a full-time  notice  is  posted*.and  by.  the 
next  night  all  the  men  are  pell-mell  on  over- 
time, working  as  though  they  had  hut  a few 
hours  to  live.” 

The  necessity  for  overtime  should  not  he 
judged  only  by  the  employers,  but  also  by  the 
men,  who  are  the  victims  of  it.  If  there  must 
be  overtime,  the  men  must  have  a say  in  it 
as  well  as  their,  masters,  for  to  the  empIojTers 
it  js  only  a matter  of  profit,  but  to  the  men  it 
is  a matter  of  very  life. 


work  at;lowyr  regular  ratfes  tlLm  tljevj  \*»u!u 
othey^e  Ec‘ Satisfied  'with.  Besides  thjSj- 
wheiV  masters  aie  calculating  costs  of  pro- 
duction, tlie  whole’attiaunt  paid  to  the  workers, 
including  overtime,  is  taken  into  account  in 
estimating  wage  costs,  and  it  is  on  this  figure 
that*' masters  declare  that  the  industry  will 


The  new  joint  secretary  , of  the  National 
Men's  Guild  is  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co-opera- 
..tive  Union,  Manchester)-  He  takes  the 
place  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Potter  (London).  w|u> 
Mias  resigned.  - 1 

Mr.  H.  J.  ,Beeston.  who  has.  been  presi- 
dent of  the  Liverpool  Society  for  the  past 
thirty  years,  and  nas  now  retired,  was  last 
week  presented  with  a wallet  containing 
£50.  a handsome  china  and  silver  cabinet, 
and  an  illuminated  address. 


SHODDY  PRODUCTION  AND  DEGRADED 

CONSUMPTION. 


THE  LIVING  STANDARD  THREATENED. 


BY  R.  HALSTEAD. 


Mr.  R.  Halstead. 


The  glorified 
hut  destructive 
barbarism  of  the 
great  war  has  left 
us,  in  these  days  of 
comparative  peace, 
at  a low-water  line 
of  civilisation. 
While  the  author- 
ised guardians  of 

that  - civilisation 

have  been  lynx- 

eyed  for  the  dis- 

ruptive powers  of 
the  Bolslievic  over 
material  vested  in- 
terests, they  have  either  been  careless  of  or 

have  deliberately  encouraged  the  ruthless 

smashing  up  of  tlie  life  standards  of  the  com- 
mon people  by  Cieddes  reports,  indiscriminate 
anti-waste  movements,  deteriorated  housing, 
threatened  education,  vacillating  or  crumb- 
ling policies  as  to  public  health,  and  strangling 
encroachments  on  the  hard-won  wage  and 
income  standards  and  industrial  conditions  of 
the  wage-earning  classes. 

Standards  of  Shoddiness. 

This  ruthless  deterioration  of  life  standards 
for  the  common  people  is  nowr  taking  more 
subtle,  but  more  disastrous,  forms  by  lowering 
standards  of  personal  consumption  in  food 
and  clothing.  During  the  last  few  days  the 
“ Daily  News  ” has  done  great  pyblic  service 
by  raising  the  voice  of  alarm  and  protest 
against  the  flagrant  attempts  of  some  part  of 
the'  boot  industry  of  this  country  to  degrade 
to  the  point  of  serious  physical  injury,  by 
shoddy  standards  of  hoot  production,  the 
standard  of  adequate  and  wholesome  footwear. 
The  full  significance  of  this.cxample  of  degraded 
production  is  not  merely  in  its  dishonesty,  but 
perhaps  more  seriously  in  its  deliberate  and 
subtle  attempt  to  lower  the  standard  of  pro- 
duction and  durable  utility  in  the  consumption 
of  the  working  classes.  Cheap  productive 
price  by  such- methods  is  lamentably  and  in- 
evitably dear  price  in  human  life,  apart  from 
the  deceit  of  the  transaction.  We  could 
probably  eliminate  one  deceit  of  the  tran- 
saction by  legally-enforced  standards  of  shod- 
diness made  known  to  the  public,  hut  these 
would  fatefully  help  to  standardise  a lower 
level  of  consumption  and  a degraded  output  of 
British  industry. 


Physiological  Value  of  Co-operation, 

This  threatened  degradation  of  production 
and  consumption  is  pre-eminently  a question 
for  the  serious  attention  and  practical  action 
of  the  co-operative  movement.  While  t ratio 
unionism  has  been  the.  watchful  keeper  of  the 
spending  power  of  the  working  classes,  the 
co-operative  movement  for  over  fifty  yenis  has 
safeguarded  that  spending  power  in  price  and 
quality.  Our  veteran  leader  George  Jacob 
Holyoake  used  to  make  out  a strong  case  not 
only  for  the  economic  value  of  distributive) 
co-operation,  hut  also  for  its  enormous  physio- 
logical  value  in  cleansing  and  raising  physical 
standards  of  food  and  clothing.  With  our 
nearly  £240,000,000  of  annual  trade  we  possess 
an  enormous  leverage  for  successfully  resisting 
this  subtle,  but  seriously  threatened,  invasion 
of  working-class  standards  of  comfort  and 
efficiency  for  real  human  life  ; and  both  on  the 
score  of  good  co-operative  tradition  and  on 
the  score  of  public  obligation  we  are  called 
upon  to  assist  in  turning  down  and  crushing 
this  attempted  degradation  of  the  intimate 
personal  consumption  of  all  of  us. 

A Danger  for  the  Movement. 

Not  only  are  our  standards  as  consumers 
threatened  by  this  degradation  of  outside  pro* 
duction,  but  the  production  inside  the  move* 
nient  is  bound  in  time  to  he  affected  and 
permanently  deteriorated  unless  we  sustain 
our  high  traditions  of  good  and  wlmlesonio 
consumption.  In  respect  to  the  production  ' 
within  tlie  movement,  the  organised  co-opera- 
tive consumer  has  a great  advantage  over  tho 
public  unorganised  for  production  and  con- 
sumption. Both  through  the  productive 
departments  of  the  Wholesale  Sooietir  and 
the  productive  societies  the  co-operative  con- 
sumer can  retain  his  high  standards  of  life, 
and  by  so  doing  can  keep  up  the  high  standards 
of  production  within  the  movement.  This 
entails  .sustained  and  extended  loyalty  to 
productions  manufactured  in  the  movement  f* 
and  if  this  can  he  assured,  speaking  from  long 
experience  and  intimate  knowledge,  I belicvo 
the  productive  societies  will  justify  that 
loyalty,  and  in  turn  will  he  loyal  to  the  high 
tradition  of  good  and  honest  quality  ami  work- 
manship ; and  I have  no  doubt  the  \\  holesale* 
productive  departments  will  keep  to  (In-  “<mic 
level  of  honest  and  high  quality  of  production 
to  help  to  stop  any  stampede  towards  degraded 
standards  of  life. 


COMPULSORY  MEMBERSHIP. 

INTERESTING  VIEWS  ON  AN  IMPORTANT  SUBJECT. 


[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-opeil\tiv-e  News.”] 


Sir.  — 1 have  read  this  correspondence, 
hut  no  one  veenis  to  have  hit  the  nail  on 
the  head.  Our  employees  get  six  weeks' 
lull  wages  during  sickness  and  six  weeks’ 
half  wages,  a week's  holiday  and  wages, 
and  full  wages  at.  Easter,  Christmas,  and 
New  Year-in  total  of  eleven  weeks  out  ol 

fifty-two.  ii.-i 

One  would  think  an  employce_  would  feel 
under  some  obligation  t<>  patronise  hi-  own 
society  after  receiving  the  above  advantages  ; 
hut  no;  he  generally  spends  hi*  wage*  with 
the  private  trader,  Who  can  a nortl  to  sell 
cheaper  because  he  does  not  pay  wages  for 
nothing.  A shop  manager  can  also  buy  over 
the  counter  from  private  firms  A shop 
manager  can  also  dine  at  the  C-W  at  the 
expense  of  “ the  woman  with  the  basket.’ 
whose  husband  is  coming  home  with  less 
than  £T  10s.  a week's  wages;  and  the 
C \Y  £ employee  can  come  home  with  good* 
purchased  wholesale -a  privilege  which 
ought  to  lie  abolished.  . , , 

‘ Each  for  all.  " you  say;  it  looks  like 
“each  for  himself.''  No  wonder  some  of 
the  private  trader*'  sons  are  behind  our 
counter.  Evidently  tbev  can  teU  a £0<hI 
job  when  they  see  it.  He  sillllle  ourkbUe^ 
with  reading  rooms  which  are  a ood--emj 
to  non-members,  and  the  private  trader 
score*  again  at  our  expense,  and  we  are  tlie 
laughing  stock  of 

Co-operative  \$6cie-ye6  much 

weight,  and  are  too  heav.lv  handicapped  to 
-meet  Its  WWJjetnyrs,  facing  the  womSn 
with  the?  .basket  reluct. uitly  to  spend  I^r 
pioney  putsjde  Ihe  piqr^,ijent£>, 

Finally,  /a  the  discqssjon  m the 

press  ori  the  shoddy  Won  peril,  how  u ft. 
that  in  the  correspondence  ■ several  well- 
known  brands  of  private  makers  hoots  have 
been  mentioned,  hut  not  one  word  about 
the  • Wheat  sheaf  ” and  other  boots  made 
by  the  ( AY  S.  y Where  are  our  directors  ? 
Your*  truly,  - Gee-Gee, 


'Sm, — In  your  issue  of  March  l-ptli  oia 
of  your  renders  snys  lie  i*  *nrpn*"<l  at  " 
proposal  of  compulsory  membership  "I  l" 
co-operative  movement.  My  snij"  • 1 

that  there  is  so  little  notice  taken  <•!  i"  ■ 
all-important  subject.  There  ■ * a"  "l* 
coming  and  an  outgoing  .-ide  wlncli.  t<-  ; 

are  quite  out  of  balance.  '•'! 

Unionist  say*  wc  are  doing  a log  t™"' • 
Ye*,  hut  how y The  oi.lv 'incoming  *m<  ' 
the  individual  buyer.  The  outgoing  <-  1 

cost  ol  production  and  management . >'"• 

much  or  the  cost  side  finds  '.'.l'  ' 

into  the  buying  *ide  of  tip-  Imuiiics* 
w ide  difference,  to  my  mind,  is  tin  a - 
trouble  at  the  present  moment.  He  ' . ' 
to  the  small  number  members  «»'  ' 
employ.  But  that  is  mi  reason  why  • 
should  employ  non-member*.  1 1 r 11 

business  point  of  view,  would  lie,  by  m * 
pfovment.  do  away  with  hi*  best  cj:*i''' 

uui  kwi*  in  •niplnyjnent  tl,',g  g,, 

„o  purchases  at  all'  ^CV T ' ( „,,r 

that  game  up.  I do  not  bclny  ' I)J# 
movement  i*  going  to  commit  -on  j 

&&  a&s  .t  »i-:- 

Yquri.  At-,  JjaffA  ,,  w xcn. 

J Vernon-slrett.  Bronglitw, 
Msnulie.ter. 


The  Dudley  Society  I'“  1 "... 

Ihe  Dl.il k\v  Purl  ' P 
Distress  Fund— -two  ttync.'*  ,n  1 ’ 
uni  guinea  w kind,  I he  (uud  po*  f'“ 
io  iover  £1,000. 


mk|<ort  -n 

in  edit°.r.u 


Mr.  Brooks  dir 

at ‘a  d is  t/jV'ti , n f J*  re  u to 
Saturday,  drew  attention  . 

It  was  a mofct  ,.,1  >t» 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 
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WHY  SHOULD  THESE  THINGS  BE  ? 

[ LACK  OF  LOYALTY  TO  THE  CAV.S. 


□□□□□□□□□ 


rte  have  pleasure  in  intimating  that  these  Jottings  from  "A  Business  Man's 
Notebook,"  by  Alderman  Davies,  will  be  a regular  feature  of  the  " Co-opera- 
tive News  ” for  some  time  to  come. 


Stagnant 


Trade— Busy  Stock  Exchange. 


Tub  feature  of  the  past  few  weeks  in  the 
world  of  business  and'  finance  has  been  the 
maimer  in  which  loans  of  Governments, 
unicipalitics,  and  companies  have  been  sub- 
->**1  by  Hie  investing  public.  In  January 
issues  of  capital  amounted  to  £42,000,000  ; 
j i„  February,  £26,000.000— a total  for 
the  two  months  of  £68,000,000  which,  com- 
with  less  than  £33,000,000  that  was 
raw'd  in  the  first  two  months  of  1921.  It 
should  he  added  that  these  figures  do  not 
include  British  Government  loans.  Large 
y tbo  total  is,  it  gives  no  indication  of  the 
mad  rush  there  is  to  participate  in  the  loans 
that  arc  being  offered.  As  the  majority  of 
tho  workers  are  only  too  well  aware,  what 
with  unemployment,  wage  reductions  and 
short  time,  money  is  by  no  means  plentiful  : 
hut  true  as  that  is  of  the  masses,  the  well- 
to-do  have  still  a great  deal  of  money  avail- 
ablu  for  investment,  if  the  interest  offered 
tho  dividend  prospects  are  attractive 
rnougli.  Observe  the  following  figures. 
Towards  the  end  of  January  the  Anglo- 
Pcrsian  Oil  Company  offered  for  public  sub- 
sonption,  at  21s.  9d.  £2,000, 0t)0  of  8 per  cent. 
First  Preference  shares  of  £1  and  £600,000  of 
£1  Ordinary  shares  at  £3  os.  each.  Applica- 
from  the  public  exceeded  £50,000,000 
(fifty  millions).  £30,000,000  of  Local  Loans 
II  pof  cent,  stock  offered  at  the  same  time  at 
£57  per  £100  of  stock  was  subscribed  five 
limes  over  within  an  hour.  Two  issues  of 
£5,000, (Hill  each  of  6 per  cent,  bonds  by  three 
ol  the  French  railway  companies  were  so 
largely  applied  for  that  the  application  lists 
vrrc  dosed  within  quarter-of-an-hour.  Tho 
,iue  result  attended  the  offer  of  £1,500,000 
of  7 pn  cent.  Debenture  stock  of  the  Powell 
Duffryu  Steam  Coal  Company  Limited ; 
and  this  list  might  be  indefinitely  extended. 

Booms  on  the  Stock  Exchgnge  are  ho  new 
Ifaluiv— the  public  loses  millions  on  them 
(very  year  or  two — but  such  a demand  for 
what  we  usually  regard  as  high-class  securities 
huuot  been  experienced  within  living  memory. 

Il shows  two  things,  first,  that  there  is  plenty 
of  money  left  in  the  Lands  of  the  well-to-do 
investment  if  they  consider  the  terms 
attractive  enough ; and,  secondly  (which 
'»  a bad  sign),  that  as  capital  cannot  find. 
Wnployiuent  in  industry  here,  it  is  being  in- 
ywted  in  Government  and  municipal  loans, 
foreign  ns  well  as  British,  and  goes  only  into 
industrial  concerns  which  are  in  a position 
to  offer  very  good  security  by  mortgaging  their 
property  to  purchasers  of  their  debentures, 
f'  Would,  no  doubt,  be  very  nice,  although 
morally  bad,  if  we  could  become  a nation  of 
iratfiAv,  that  is,  interest  -receivers  instead  of 
pnvlucois ; but  the  majority  of  the  nation 
,'e  n°t  the  moans  to 'participate  in  these 
'"'fitments  and  have  to  work  harder  in  order 
produce  the  wealth  which  the  high  rates 
® interest  offered  will  ultimately  purchase. 

1 15  9o\tralh/  the  case  that  a booming  Slock 
Hwiiqe  accompanies  depression  in  industry, 
,Cr  verm. 

F,nancmg  the  Dutch  Indies. 

* hni"2  l0  war>  the  United  States  has 
etl  tlie  place  of  Britain  in  being  the  prin- 
It-ru  <0"Ut,  v *°  *upply  what  one  conveniently 
dm- 1'  "e"  eountv.Y'  with  the  means  to 
t l °l'  Un-ir  resources,  and  a few  months 
loan  of  $40,000,000  (nearly  £10,000,000) 
1,1  New  York  for  the  Government 
le  Ihiteli  East  Indies.  This  was  the  first 
8 | 10  Hutch  Government  had_  borrowed 
' ' an<f  >t  also  marked  an  important 
lniu»<|  v|°nt  *n  t*ie  hnaneial  policy  of  the 
^ Stales  which,  prior  to  the  war,  was 
^"'vi national  borrower  rather  than  a 
l*n  r'  '"ow  eomes  the  news  that  a second 
W*  °y  '*le  sai»e  amount  has  been  raised  in 
»m0llnt°  j Tlie  acquisition  of  so  large  an 
poun,i^  | *les'1  capital  as  twenty  million 
^‘I'  h S KMI*^  stimulate  production  in  these 
*i^  ,01'S’  l*1C  iua2n>t}iih'  and  nj^mla- 

.tViJ  ct)|i"  "c'1  are  not  generally  realised  in 
^ l'en  in  Amsterdam  once,  a 
w ' 11  !'^  Pointed  out  to  me  a laige  vessel 
S°‘n"  out-  and  8aid-  ' She  is 
tt, ” ; a,,d  it  took  rtie1  a jnimite  of: 
i 1 1,0  that  when  a Dutchrhiifft  says 
Sinua,"reans  the  Hutch  Indies,  i.e..  Java 
,Tava  alone  has  a population 
Iat  of  England  and  Wales,  and 


is  one  of  the  richest  portions  of  the  earth, 
producing,  among  other  things,  tea,  coffee, 
rubber,  teak,  and  other  valuable  timber, 
rice,  cinchona  (quinine),  pepper,  and  all  the 
other  spices.  In  the  neighbouring  inland  of 
Sumatra  the  cultivation  of  rubber  and  tea- 
is  being  largely  extended,  and  it  -has  been 
found  that  the  latter  grows  there  more. quickly 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  and  can 
be  produced  very  cheaply.  In  a properly- 
organised  world  one  would  welcome  anything 
that  led  to  increased  production  of  foodstuffs 
and  commodities,  and,  on  the  assumption 
that  sooner  or  Jater  society  will  organise 
itself  on  a sane  basis,  it  is  all  to  the  good  that 
America  should  provide  the  meanjs  for  in- 
creased production  in  one  of  the  most  fruitful 
portions  of  the  earth. 

Gold  Production  and  Wealth. 

The  world’s  gold  production  for  1921  is 
estimated  to  have  amounted  to  fifteen-and-a- 
half  million  ounces  of  a value  of  about 
£66,000,000.  The  greatest  amount  produced 
in  any  one  year  was  in  1915  when  production 
was  estimated  to  be  equal  to  a value  of 
£96,000,000.  The  world’s  accumulated  gtocks 
of  gold  are  believed  to  equal  2,000  millions 
sterling,  without  counting  the  large  quantities 
hoarded  in  the  East  which  are  not  likely  to 
come  out.  It  is  noteworthy  thftt  about  70 
per  cent,  of  the  annual  production  is  raised 
within  the  British  Empire,  and  in  view  of  this 
exceedingly  high  proportion,  many  people 
might  be  pardoned  for  thinking  that  it  would 
materially  add  to  our  wealth.  As  tilings  are, 
gold  will  certainly  purchase  commodities  from 
other  countries ; consequently  one  might 
think  that  if  the  British  Empire  is  producing 
nearly  £50,000,000  worth  of  gold  per  annum, 
it  must  have  that  additional  purchasing  power 
in  other  countries.  This  quite  natural  line 
of  reasoning,  however,  leaves  out  of  account 
the  fact  that  to  produce  twenty  shillings’ 
worth  of  gold  it  may  be  necessary  first  to 
spend  nineteen  shillings ; in  other  words, 
it  is  quite  wrong  to  count  the  value  of  the 
gold  produced  as  though  it  were  all  profit. 
To  secure  gold,  expensive  machinery  has  to 
be  erected  and  regular  supplies  of  rock-drills, 
chemicals,  food,  &c.,  sent  out,  not  to  speak 
of  the  wages  of  the  miners.  True,  gold  pur- 
chases commodities,  but  commodities  have 
to  be  used  up  to  produce  gold,  and  how  small 
the  margin  of  profit  is  in  man}’. cases  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  from  statistics  just  published 
the  cost  of  producing  an  ounce  of  gold  in 
two  of  the  great  mines  of  the  world,  situated 
in  South  Africa — the  Crown  Mines  Limited 
and  the  East  Rand  Proprietory  Mines  Limited 
— was  £4  4s.  3d.  and  £5  Is.  3d.  respectively  ; 
the  average  cost  of  all  the  mines  of  the  Rand, 
however,  being  £3  16s.  5d.,  whereas  gold  is 
now  fetching  £4  15s.  lid.  an  ounce.  It  is, 
therefore,  only  the  difference  between  the  cost 
of  production  and  the  price  obtained  which 
eprcscnts  increased  purchasing  power  (o 
the  empire,  and  that  goes  to  the  shareholders 
in  gold-mining  companies  in  the  shape  of 
dividends.  Some  ttay,  when  the  nations  of 
the  world  all  have  Governments  which  can 
liust  one  another,  it  will  easily  be  possible 
to  do  without  gold  for  monetary  purposes,  and 
to  settle  international  indebtedness  by  book- 
keeping entrie^;  but  before  the  world  reaches 
that  stage,  we  ourselves,  who  are  by  no  means 
the  least  advanced  of  the  peoples  of  the 
world,  shall  require  to  have  a Government 
that  we  can  trust,  let  alone  other  nations. 


FIGURES  NOT  EASY  OF  DIGESTION. 


Although  we  have  become  accustomed  to 
millions,  the  fact  continues  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  are  more  impressed 
with  the  smaller  figures  that  more  closely 
approximate  their  own  resources.  'J  bus  the 
sale-  of  th?  Co-operative  Wholesale  Soeiety 
R>r  the  past  half-year  were  £38,513,081. 
I hat  represents  a great  achievement,  for  it 
compares  with  only  £16,377.443  in  the  corre 
spoilt! ing  period  for  1913— a comparison  that 
when  allowance  is  made  for  the  increased 
price  of  commodities,  emphasises  real  and 
tangible  advance.  But,  reduced  to  teims  of 
weekly  purchases  of  individual  member^  of 
the  societies  that  are  shareholders  in  the 
C.W.S.,  these  figures  are  more  significant 
and  understandable.  They  show  that  the 
purchases  per  member  of  the  3, 457, 56<f  share- 
holders are  only  8s.  (id.  per  week;  fe.’  (id. 
per  week  for  the  CAV.S.  out  of  the  15s.  (id., 
18s.,  or  even  24s..  or  25s.  spent  at  the 
stores.  So  that  either 

(a)  The  stores  are  not  obtaining  nil  Die 
supplies  they  can  from  the  Wholesale  • 
or 

(b)  The  members  are  not  Universally  in- 
sisting oil  goods  froiiT-  their  own 
federation. 

Supplies  from  C.W.S.  Works. 

1 his  alternative  view’  finds  emphasis  on 
reducing  the  £12,109,909  supplies  from 
C-W.S.  factories  to  the  same  term  of  indivi- 
dual weekly  purchase's.  That  gives  a weekly 
purchase  of  2s.  8d.  for  C.W.S.  productions. 
Think  of  it— 2s.  8d.  spent* weekly  in  keeping 
co-operative  factories  going  and  in  helping  to 
secure  the  self-employment  of  our  members. 
If  every  one  of  the  3,457,556  members  would 
pend  another  half-crown,  a week  on  C'.W.S: 
goods — biscuits,  preserves,  soap,  flour,  mar- 
garine, boots,  dress  goods,  hosiery,  t-lorliing, 
furniture,  ironmongery,  Aw..  there  would  he 
an  addition  every  week  of  £132,191  to  the 
demand  for  goods  from  C.W.S.  factories,  and 
that  would  result  in  the  supplies  for  the  haft- 
year  being  increased  by  £11,237, (M  l.  Add 

that  to  the  amount  recorded  in  the  balance* 
sheet  just  issued  and  the  total  C.W.S.  pro- 
duction would  have  been  £^3. 340,953. 
Think  what  the  effect  would  have  been  on 
the  state  of  employment  in  our  factories- and 
^on  the  movement  generally.  And  lialf-a- 
crown  a week  more  spent  on  C.W.S.  produc- 
tions would  produce  a result  that  would  he 
worth  having.  It  depends  on  individual 
"practice  even  more  than  on  collective  theory. 
Only  2s.  6d’.  more  a week — for  C.W.S. 
biscuits,  preserves,  soap,  flour,  margarine, 
boots,  dress  goeds,  hosiery,  clothing,  furni- 
ture. ironmongery.  Arc.  Individual  t eo-  . 
operators  at  present. »pend  2s.  Sd.  per  wc-?k 


oil  goods  from  the  C.W.S.;  is  it  asking  loo 
much  to  invite  them  to  raise  this  to  5s.  2d. 
during  the  current  half-year? 

District  Comparisons. 

-Meanwhile  the  fact  remains  that  the  in- 
dividual purchases  from  the  C.W.S.  average 
only  8s.  6d.  per  week.  This  varky,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country. 

In  the  Manchester  area  the  sales  were 
£20,186,366,  and  the  membership  of  tlx?  617 
-.societies  was  2,018,653,  so  that  the  purchases 
per  member  were  £9  19s.  lid.  in  the  six 
months. 

In  the  Newcastle  district  the  sales  won? 
£6,1-59,283  among  143  societies,  with  1 70.893 
members— an  average  of  £13  Is.  7d.  per 
member  for  the  half-year. 

In  the  London  district  (including  South 
Wales  and  the  West  of  England)  the  sales 
were  £10,659,239  to  444  societies  with  a 
membership  of  967,999,  giving  an  average  of 
£11  Os.  2d.  per  member  in  the  same  period. 

So  that  we  have  the  curious  comparison  ol 
the  greater  purchasing  loyalty  in  the  areas 
with  the  smallest  membership,  the  ordei 
according  to  the  weekly  purcha>s"s  being 
s.  d 

Newcastle  > 10  n 

l.ondcni  ......  K,” 

.Manchester  7 s 

Average  for  all  districts.  . 8 6 

The  Drapery  Position. 

These  figures  are  not  easy  of  digestion; 
they  ill-accord  with  the  progress  that  the 
movement  is  making  generally;  they  reveal 
a g^at  amount  of  trad.?  going  outside  our 
own  institutions;  and  when  examined  in 
further  detail  are  even  more  significant, 
'lake  the  cqso  of  drapery.  Tim  sales  of 
drapery  in  the  Lhree  areas  for  the  six  months 
are — 

A v .wage  p<?r 
member.  . 
£ £ s.  d. 

Manchester  ...  1.170,668  ...  0 11  7 

Newcastle  552;  164  ...  1 2 2 

London  572,040  ...  Oil  9 

These  figures  w ith  Deference  to  the  drapery 
purchases  for  the  half-year  are  inclusive  of 
the  goods  produced  by  the  C.W.S.  and  tlio.se 
from  other  sources.  We  give  the  purchases 
tor  the  six  mouths;  to  reduce  them  to  a 
weekly  average  would  bring  them  all  into  the 
region  of  the  pence.  That  is  a problem  Ave 
leave  lor  the  committees  and  niehiL-ers  of 
societies  to  work  out  for  themselves.  But. 
it  is  evident  that  societies  should  easily  |„. 
able  to  increase  their  drapery  trade  hevorid 
the  figures  given  above.  When  the  bal’nme 
sheet  is  considered  and  mention  -is  made  of 
the  lessened  turnover,  it  may  be  well  for 
individual  members  and  individual  societies 
*°.i  consider  their  own  position  in  the  Ibdit 
>1  these  averages.  There  should  )»"  :I 
jenornl  effort  to  get  above  them  during  the. 
next  few  weeks,  so  that  the  record  for  the 
current  term  may  give  a better  showiiw  lor 
the  practice  of  the  precepts  of  the  movement 


The  Desns  Testimonial  Fund,  with  the 
addition  of  £300  voted  by  tlie  S.C.W.S.,  now 
mounts  to  £714. 

The  Home  Secretary  is  receiving  a 
deputation  from'  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee on  Thursday  respecting  industrial 
assurance. 

The  importance  of  hitrddu.'ing  the  most 
efficient  and  up-to-date  business  methods 
into  the  workings  oT  societies  has  led  the 
Co-operative  Union  (education  department ) 
to  arrange  for  a lecture  on  " Tlie'tSclence  of 
Business."  to  l>e  delivered  at  Holyoake 
House.  Manchester,  on  March  28th.  A repre- 
sentative of  the  Sheldon  School  Limited 
is  to  deliver  the  lecture,  and  co-operative 
officials  will  therefore  have  tlie  advantage 
pf  an  outsider’s  views  ou  present-day  prob- 
lems. General  and  departmental  maliagt  rs 
arc  invited  to  attend. 


FIXING  PRICES. 

WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  C.W.S. 
FACTORIES. 

Taking  part  in  the  discussion  at  a dis- 
trict conference  at  Stockport  on  Saturday. 
Mr.  Brooks  (C.W.S.  director)  said  he  had 
opposed  the  fixing  of  prices,  but  he  was 
startled  the  day  before  by  a statement 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  C.W.S. 
drapery  committee.  It  was  to  the  effect 
that  when  they,  in  conjunction  with  the 
retail  (societies,  fixed  a definite  price  for  a 
definite  article,  such  as  boots,  corsets,  and 
shirts,  and  advertised  the  fact,  tlie  C.W.S. 
works  could  go  on  lull-time.  This  fixing 
of  prices  was  creating  confidence  amongst 
the  members  of  retail  societies,  and  wins 
meeting  tlie  situation. 

Alderman  Hayward  (Burslem  and  dis- 
trict representative  on  tlie  sectional 
board)  said  they  could  only  infer  from  Mr. 
Brooks’  statement  that  prices  had  been 
wrong,  that  they  had  been  put  right,  and 
as  a consequence  trade  was  coming  along. 
It  was  the  (same  in  their  retail  societies. 

Professor  Hall,  replying  to  tlie  discus- 
sion, expressed  the- view  that  on  the  whole 
the  fixing  of  prices  would  bring  more  dis- 
advantages tlmn  advantages.  He  did  not 
believe  in  coercion  for  co-operative  em- 
ployees, but  be  did  think  that  members  of 
retail  societies  who  were  asked  to  be  loyal 
to  the  C.W.S.,  in  order  that  the  factories 
could  be  kept  going,  were  justified  in 
asking  that  employees  , of  the  Wholesale 
Society  should  he  members  of  the  local 
Society  and  be.  loyal- to  it.  He  therefore 
ihtmght  that  the  directors  of  the  Whole- 
sale Society  would.be  well  advised  to  bring 
together  .tile  employees  at  Bfllhion-stteet 
and  other  centres  in  order  to  point  out  to 
them  the  importance  of  their  joining  the 
society  in  their  own  district  and  giving  it 
all  the  suppnr-t  tjiey  coiHd. 


Diploma  Milk 

£425  “Reasons” 

Prize  Competition 

which  involves  ordinary  skill  in  finding 
Reasons  for  preferring  DIPLOMA 
MILK  to  all  other  Brands,  with  the 
possibility  of  winning  a 

1st  Prize  of  £100  ; 2nd  Prize  of 
£50 ; 3rd  Prize  of  £25 ; or  one 
of  250  Prizes  of  £1  eaed . 

Consolation  Gift  for  every 
Competitor  33 SiSSi" 

Ask.  ol  your  Stores  for  Pink  Pamphlet, 
describing  the  Competition,  or  send  p c.  I'j 
for  one,  to  either  of  the  addresses  below.  jy 

DIPLOMA  MILK  costs  only  lid.  per  | 
tin.and  our  wholesale  terms  to  Co-opera-  j 
live  Societies  enables  a dividend  to  be 
paid  on  every  sale 

IPLOMA 

Englishes  Milk 

l WILTS.  UNITED  DAIRIES  LTD..  I); 
< Tro* bridge,  England. 

LWon  Depsl : 48.  St.  John  St..  SmiihtelJ.  EC  I. 
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THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


THROUGH  AMERICAN 
GLASSES. 

A pithy  book  with  a pithy  title  would 
tersely  describe  “ Full  Up  and  Fed  Up," 
by  Whiting  Williams  (London : George 

Allen  and  Unwin  Ltd.,  12s.  6d.  net),  if 
that  were-  all  there  were  to  it;  but  his 
book  cannot  be  so  lightly  brushed  aside. 
Mr.  Williams  is  an  American,  whose  ambi- 
tion is  to  understand  people.  Ho  takes 
pains  to  understand  them,  and  lie  recog-^ 
nised  that  the  only  way  to  do  so  is  to  live 
with  people  and  work  with  them.  For  that 
reason  he  donned  overalls'  and  slogged  with 
the  American  labour  gangs.  As  if  that 
were  not  experience  enough,  lie'  brought 
his  overalls  to  Britain  and  found  jobs  in 
various  places.  The  conclusion  he  comes 
to  is  that  Britain  is  “ Full  Up,"  and  the 
workers,  for  that  reason,  are  “ Fed  Up.” 

“ This  modern  British  life  is  lived  in  a 
crowded  country.  In  this  crowded  country 
jobs  are  scarce." 

One  can  understand  his  conclusion  from 
the  experiences  he  records.  Those  experi- 
ences were  gained  partly  while  looking  for 
a job  in  the  Fast  End  of  London,  where  he 
“ palled " with  ship’s  firemen,  dockers, 
arsenal  workers,  and  fed,  at  times,  in  the 
typical  East  End  fried  fish  and  chip-«hops. 
Ho  did  learn  the  “ brotherhood  of  the 
road,"  for  he  was  made  to  share  the  bread 
a lad  had  in  his  pocket.  He  toured  South 
Wales,  Glasgow.  Middlesbrough,  Barnsley, 
and  Sheffield,  working  in  the  chief  indus- 
tries of  these  places,  mixing  with  the 
people,  listening,  recording,  observing, 
feeling  the  local  pulse,  and  trying  to  fathom 
the  minds  of  the  workers.  His  “ worst 
job  yet,"  however,  was  as  a stoker  on  the 
" Mauretania." 

There  is  nothing  so  pathetic  as  the  effort 
of  a man  with  a dialect  to  reproduce  the 
dialocts  of  strange  places;  but  in  spite  of 
the  author’s  weakness  in  this  respect  hb 
book  has  many  interesting  qualities,  andj 
in  any  case,  it  was  written  largely  for 
American  consumption.  It  is  specially  in- 
teresting for  Britishers  to  learn  how  a 
fresh  mind  can  diagnose  us,  jind  Mr. 
Williams,  notwithstanding  some  extreme 
imaginings,  is  near  the  truth  when  he 
attributes  many  features  of  the  character 
of  the  toiling  masses  to  that  scarcity  of 
jobs.  The  fear  of  the  sack — even  from  the 
job  which  only  gives  work  for  a couple  of 
days  a week — is  the  goad,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  manacle  of  the  bottom  dog. 

Myi.es  Long. 


LABOUR  AT  HO.v.E  AND 

ABROAD. 

“ Fci.ly  80  per  cent,  of  the  employees 
in  commerce,  transport,  and  industry  in 
the  State  have  their  wages  and  conditions 
of  labour  regulated  by  industrial  awards 
and  determinations."  This  makes  it  worth 
while  to  read  the  informative  article  on 
" Industrial  Arbitration  in  Queensland,” 
by  Thomas  William  M ’Cawley,  which 
appears  in  the  March  issue  of  the  “ Inter- 
national Labour  "Review  " (George  Allen 
and  Unwiu,  3s.  6d.).  The  writer  ri  Presi- 
dent of  the  Court  of  Industrial  Arbitration 
and.  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Queensland,  and  is  therefore  an  admitted 
authority.  The  article  is  worthy  of  study 
in  view  of  the  oft-expressed  objections  to 
compulsory  arbitration  in  this  country. 
The  question  of  unemployment  in  the  United 
States  is  considered  in  an  article  by 
William  L.  Chenery,  of  the  New  York 
“ Globe,"  in  a review  of  the  President’s 
Conference  on  the  subject.  The  Inter- 
national Labour  Conferences,  the  work  of 
the  Geneva  Conference,  the  Works  Coun- 
cils Act  in  Austria,  and  the  Progress  of 
the  Labour  Movement  in  Japan  are  other 
subjects  dealt  with  in  this  issue,  in  which 
the  usual  reports  and  statistics  take  their 
useful  place. 

“ The  LAnocrn  Monthly  " (Labour  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  Ltd.,  Is.)  is  full  of  good  things. 
The  editor’s  notes  traverse  a wide  field, 
and  among  other  interesting  questions  he 
discusses  is  *“  Can  Capital  Govern?"  One 
sentence  alone  indicates  his  answer:  ‘‘To 
grasp  the  full  character  and  extent  of  the 
resent  failure  of  capitalist  society  is  the 
rst  beginning  of  effective  political  discus- 
sion." G.  I).  H.  Cole  brings  his  candid 
mind  to  bear  upon  the  engineering  trouble 
and  shares  the  view  that  the  lock-out  suits 
the  employers  immensely,  because  they 
have  the  A.E.U.  at  an  immense  disadvan- 
tage. G.  Tohibcherin,  B.  G.  Horniman, 
Tom  Quelch,  and  Sen  Katayama  contribute 
articles  on  congenial  topics.  "The  World 
of  Labour,”  as  reviewed  in  the  monthly, 
is  a valuable  and  useful  feature. 

M.  L. 


Mr  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P.,  ha*  re- 
covered from  his  recent  illness,  and  was 
able  last  week  to  attend  'the  sittings  of 
Parliament,  where  lie  received  a warm 
welcome  from  his  many  friends. 


MEN’S  GUILD  NOTES. 

COMPILED  BY  “ UNITAS." 


MIXED  GUILDS. 

A BURNING  QUESTION  FOR  THE 
ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Central  Council  of  the  Men's  Guild  had 
before  it  at.  its  quarterly  meeting,  held  on 
February  25th,  the  draft,  annual  report,  which 
is  to  be  submitted  to  the  eleventh  annual 
meeting  of  the  guild  to  bo  hold  at  Gloucester, 
on  Easter  Saturday.  April  15th.  This  report 
lias  now  been  issued  to  all  branches  affiliated 
to  the  National  Guild,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  question  of  Mixed  or  Members’  Guilds 
will  come  up  for  discussion.  Two  resolutions 
on  the  matter  have  been  sent  in  by  branches  : — 

(1)  By  the.  Sheffield  Branch: — “That  the 
name  of  our  organisation  by  altered  to  read  as 
' The  National  Co-operative  Members’  Guild,’ 
and  our  present  rales  amended  to  permit 
membership  on  the  part  of  either  sex  accord- 
ingly-” 

(2)  By  the  Parkgate  Branch  : — “ That  in 
the  opinion  of  this  annual  meeting  the  time 
has  arrived  when  the  constitution  and  name 
of  the  National  Co-operative  Men’s  Guild 
should  be  altered  so  as  to  .allow  the  admission 
of  women  members  to  the  end  that  it  shall 
become  the  National  Co-operative  Members' 
Guild.” 

It  may  be  remembered  that  the  Central 
Council  of  the  guild  waited  upon  the  Central 
Educational  Committee  at  York  last  Easter, 
to  discuss  the  whole  matter  of  mixed  guilds. 
At  that  meeting  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee stated  that  they  had  been  asked  by 
quite  a number  of  Mixed  or  Members’  Guild's 
which  had  been  established  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  to  draw  up  a schemo  of  or- 
ganising them  into  a national  body.  The 
Central  Education  Committee,  however,  did 
not  want  to  do  this  without  consulting  the 
two  national  organisations  already  in  exis- 
tence. namely,  tho  Women's  Guild  and  the 
Men's  Guild.  It  was  agreed  at  this  meeting 
that  should  the  Mixed  Guilds  persist  in  their 
appeal  for  a national  organisation,  the  Central 
j Education  Committee  would  deal  with  the 
'matter  of  drawing  up  a suitable  constitution, 
hut  that  before  it  was  published  the  existing 
gu}lds  would  be  consulted. 

Guild  of  Co-operators. 

In  accordance  with  this  promise,  a deputa 
tion  consisting  of  Mr.  Rae  (chairman  of  the 
t’entral  'Education  Committee)  and  Professor 
Hall,  waited  upon  "the  Central  Council  on 
February  25th.  fthd  presented  the  draft  edn- 
stitution  ' r the  establishment  of  a Nutional 
Guild  « . .-operators.  The  constitution 

follows,  t - it  very  large  extent,  the  present 
constitution  of  the  National  Men’s  Guild 


except  that  area  representation  for  the  Central 
Council,  instead  of  national  representation, 
is  provided  for.  Mr.  Rae  explained  that  the 
Central  Education  Committee  had  already 
agreed  to  the  idea  of  a national  guild  for 
co-operators,  and  had  .provisionally  passed 
the  constitution  now  submitted.  They 
desired  to  know  whether  the  Council  of  the 
Men's  Guild  had  any  suggestions  or  amend- 
ments to  offer. 

The  Central  Council  also  had  before  it  a 
letter  from  the  executivo  of  the  Women's 
Guild  asking  for  a delegation  of  four  from  the 
Central  Council  to  meet  four  from  then- 
executive  to  discuss  the  question  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a National  Mixed  Guild,  as.  in 
their  opinion,  the  establishment  of  such  a 
guild  raises  a very  serious  question  at.  tho 
present  juncture. 

The  Central  Council  discussed  all  three 
proposals,  i.c.. 

The  resolutions  from  the  branches  as 
printed  above. 

The  draft  constitution  of  the  National 
Guild  of  Co-operators. 

The  letter  from  the  Women’s  Guild. 

The  discussion  was  very  lengthy,  and 
eventually  a resolution  was  passed  to  the 
effect  that  tho  Council  agreed  in  principle  to 
the  eventual  establishment  of  a National 
Guild  for  Co-operators,  and  favoured  the  idea 
that  there  should  be  three  Sections— a Women’s 
Guild,  a Men’s  Guild,  and  a guild  for  adoles- 
cents. Before,  however,  coming  to  any  final 
decision  they  thought  it  best  that  a delega- 
tion of  four  should  be  appointed  in  order  to 
discuss  the  matter  with  our  friends  of  the 
Women's.  Guild,  although  it  was  felt-  that  the 
attitude  of  the  latter  would  be  the  same  now 
as  from  the  commencement  of  the  idea  of 
Members’  Guilds,  namely,  one  of  resistance. 

Position  of  Great  Seriousness. 

All  members  of  the  guild  will  recognise 
that  the  position  is  one  of  great,  seriousness 
. in  our  history,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  branches  should  thoroughly  discuss 
this  question  and  make  up  their  minds  as  to 
what  action  they  desire  to  be  taken  at  the 
annual  meeting.’  If  the  resolutions  sent  in 
by  the  Sheffield  and  Parkgate  branches  are 
carried,  it  means  thut  the  National  Men's 
Guild,  as  a separate  organisation,  ceases  to 
exist.  The  Men's  Guild  presumably  would 
then  become  the  national  organisation  of  the 
new  Mixed  Guilds,  and  tho  relationship 
between  them  and-  tho  Women’s  Guild 
would  be  a matter  foP  further  serions 
discussion. 

“ Unitas  ” indeed  invites  co-operators  in- 
terested in  this  subject  to  write  to  him  in 
order  that  the  questior^  may  be  more  fully 
discussed  in  these  columns. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 
PACIFIC  CO-OPERATIVE  LEAGUE  STORES. 

seek  protection  against  attacks  from  within. 


The  Pacific  C'u-operative  League,  estab- 
lished in  1913,  the  largest  and  the  airiest 
consumers’  cooperative  business  organisa- 
tion in  the  United  States  of  America — it  is 
composed  of  over  16,000  members,  and 
operates  in  the  six  coast  States  from  Oregon 
to  New  Mexico — has  applied  to  the  Federal 
Court  for  protection.  The  league  is  not 
insolvent — a,s  it  ha.>  two  dollars  of  assets  to 
one  dollar  of  liabilities — but  is  forced  to  take 
this  action  by  reason  of  internal  discord. 

The  league  is  capitalised  for  one  million 
dollars,  does  3,000,000  dollars'  business  a 
year,  and  has  forty-three  stores.  Ail  official 
communication  states,  that  at  sonic  of  these 
stores  local  minority  groups  of  members  have 
recently  interfered  with  the  operation  'of 
business  to  an  alarming  degree.-  This  has 
brought  down  tho  rebuke  and  displeasure  'i 
tho  State  Commission  and  the  credit 
authorities,  and  has  prevented  the  president, 
Mr.  Ernest  O.  F.  Ames,  and  the  directors 
from  securing  proper  control  of  tho  property 
oi  operation  of  the  business.  Diversity  of 
view-s  among  the  members  and  their  inex- 
perience and  impatience  in  business  matters 
are  said  to  be  the  cause  of  the  trouble. 

The  league  lias  paid  out  very  large  sums 
in  dividends,  but  during  the  year  1921  it  met 
with  business  reverses  so  that  payment  of 
dividends  had  to  be  suspended.  This  caused 
general  dissatisfaction  and  interference  with 
the  management  of  the  business  by  dis- 
gruntled stockholders.  Thera  has  been  un- 
willingness on  the  part  of  some  persiwteut 
stockholders  to  sacrifice  in  the  interests  of 
the  rigid  business  retrenchment  made 
necessary  by  recent  trade  depression. 

It  is  only  because  the  property  and  busi- 
ness are  endangered  by  unwarranted  and 
destructive  interference,  and  t'la  consequent 
inability  of  the  management  to  meet  its 
obligations  promptly,  that  a receiver  is  asked 
for  lion'  It  is  hoped  that  through  the 
Federal  Court,  power  will  be  secured  to  settle 
these  disputes,  the  unprofitable  stores  dis- 
posed, of,  and  tile  future  of  the  business  de- 
finitely settled.  Mr.  Ames  thinks  that  most 
of  the  stores  may  be  taken  by  local  groups, 
and  run  separately  for  a time. 

* President  Allies  says  the  league  includes 
among  its  members  persons  of  the  very  finest 
(:u«l  most  self-denying  kind,  whose  moral  and 
financial  support  has  been  invaluable  and 


continuous  from  the  fiiwt.  IT*  rein.nks 
however,  that  tlw  big  rank  and  file  (|,j 
members  lack  a fundamental  concept i.m  „f 
co-operation . It  does  not  seem  to  • omo 

natural  to  the  people  of  this  country,  j, 
does  to  the  people  of  European  eountn 
"To  European  people,"  says  Mr,  \ ,iics 
" a co-operative  society  provides  an  «,li|M)r. 
tunity  for  the  individual  to  pracliu-  ., ,.,[ 
service  and  develop  self-denial,  to  work  I, li- 
the common  gcod  as  the  ultimate  soliuimi  „f 
social  ills.  Til  is,  apparently,  is  suim-iiim,. 
the  old-world  people  understand  and  u,.|. 
come.  The  American  idea  has  no;  n • n |,  ,,| 
this  far  yet,  for  individual-members  h.-n-  ,,, 
this  country  wanfl  to  use  tile  co-opera rivo 
movement  right  away  as  a means  for  imme- 
diate personal  gain."  This  cIciih-u  „f 
selfishness,  he  adds,  has  been  the  onl.\  r.,,1 
insurmountable  obstacle  that  the  work  lms 
met  with,  and  threatens  the  success  <>i  i|t0 
present  attempt. 


Pour  le  public  la  cooperation  est  une 
boutique.  Et  cependant  cette  petite 
boutique  contient  tout  un  morale.  C'est 
un  ordre  social  nouveau,  qui  se  leve  avec 
son  esprit,  avec  ses  lols,  avec  sa  theoric 
tir£e  de  la  vie. 

For  the  public  co-operation  is  a shop. 
And  yet  this  little  shop  contains  quite  a 
world.  It  is  an  entirely  new  social 
order,  which  stands  up  by  its  spirit,  its 
laws,  and  its  theory  drawn  from  life.—, 
Victor  Serwy,  a Belgian  leader. 


ROUMANIAN  PROGRESS. 

The  year  1921  saw  284  consum  i ’ < in- 
operative societies  in  old  Houma nia,  :i  - in 
Transylvania,  22  in  Bessarabia,  and  hi  in 
Bukowina ; and  of  the  94,250  m. m , , 

4.184  Bessarabian,  and  1,659  Bukov  mum 
4.184  Bessarabian,  and  1,659  Bukov  Iman. 
The  authorised  working  capital  for  the  lot  is 
20,826,570.26  lei,  of  which  14,383,3 Hi."',  lei 
is  paid-up.  There  are  64  productive 
ties  with  2,613  members  in  old  Roimunia 
with  1,948,101  lei  paid-up  out  of  a capital 
of  3,175,578  lei.  There  are  72  credit  ie- 
ties  with  9,629  members  and  .t  paid-up 
capital  cf  9,014,405  lei. 


FOOT  AND  MOUTH 
[DISEASE. 

QUESTION  IN  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

There  was  a discussion  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Monday  night  (our  Parliamen- 
tary correspondent  writes)  respecting  the 
steps  tnken  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to 
suppress  foot  and  mouth  disease.  In  the 
course  of  the  debate  attention  was  directed 
to  a hardship  sustained  by  two  co-operative 
societies  in  consequence  of  the  Govern- 
ment’s action.  Mr.  Royce  mentioned  the 
case  of  the  Pendleton  Co-operative  Society. 
Eight  beasts  slaughtered  in  the  society’s 
abattoirs,  under  ninety-six  hours’  licence, 
were  condemned  for  foot-and-mouth  disease 
after  slaughter.  Compensation  was  refused 
bv  both  tho  Minister  o*f  Agriculture  and 
the  local  authority.  On  tWe  other  hand, 
all  carcases  condemned  for  the  same  reason 
at  the  Manchester  abattoirs  were  the 
subject  of  compensation.  In  the  case  of 
the  Long  Eaton  Co-operative  Society,  out 
of  thirty-three  valuable  milking  cows  one 
suspect  was  notified  to  the  Ministry,  and 
the  inspector  ordered  isolation  or  (daughter 
by  the  society  if  they  desired  it.  Twenty- 
two  other  beasts  were  affected  later,  and 
isolation  was  ordered,  involving  great 
expense  and  heavy  loss  by  reason  of  tin- 
waste  of  milk.  Two  subsequently  died. 
The  premises  were  selected  for  isolation 
because  they  were  modern,  large  sums 
having  been  spent  on  them.  No  compen- 
sation was  allowed.  Other  farmers  were 
ordered  to  slaughter,  and  full  compensa- 
tion was  paid  on  farms  in  the  neiglibour- 
liood  whew  there  was  no  provision  made 
for  isolutiou. 


DEPUTATION  TO  RUSSIA. 

The  latent  news  concerning  the  inter- 
national co-operative  deputation  to  inquire 
into  co-operative  condition^  *n«l  activities 
in  Soviet  Russia  is  conveyed  in  a telegram 
from  Mr.  Kerron.  of  the  Ixmdou  branch  of 
’the  Centro soyus.  the  All-Rnssiati  Central 
Co-operative  Union  of  Consumers,  td 
Madame  Polovtsev,  one  of- the  directors. 

, It  briefly  slates  that  the  deputation  JefJ 
Moscow  on  Monday  for  Berlin,  and  may  be 
home  Friday  or  Saturday.  All  are  well. 
The  delegates  are  'Atisfied  with  their  visit, 
and  the  Kussiuus  are  satisfied  also. 


THE  LOCK-OUT. 


WILL  IT  SPREAD  ? 


It  is  not  possible  to  say  wlml  sl.iu  die 
engineering  dispute  may  reach  before  iln- 
end  of  tile  present  week.  The  result  i i 
ballot  on  tile  engineering  employ,  r i " - 
posals  is  not  known  as  we  write,  hut  a l<  - 
gate  meeting  of  tile  men  affect. -d  wn>  i ' I 
fer  Friday  to  receive  the  report. 

In  Monday’s  debate  in  Parli  mu  iu  . 8ir 
Allan  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Engim  ■ ■■  *»'«x 
and  National  Employers’  Federation,  held 
out  some  offer  of  a renewal  of  ncgoli  a unit 
on!  condition  that  the  men  would  be  prep.-uvl 
to  agree  in  principle  that  the  eniplou-rs 
were  "to  have  the  right  to  inniLig . " tli-ir 
factories.  That  right  has  never  been  quo- 
tinned;  but  the  men  do  insist  that  coali- 
tions cf  employment,  hours,  and  wage-  -mill 
be  matters  to  he  agreed  iij n between  tin- 
employers  and  the  unions,  and  not  <b -t< ' 
mined  arbitrarily  without  • mi.  i ie  mg  t lie* 
vested  interests  the  men  have*  in  thcii  mm 
lives.  In  the  meantime,  steps  haw  h.-cii 
taken  to  ascertain  what  Kir  Allan  8mitli 
meant;  hut  there  i-  every  danger  that  if'- 
lock-out  will  spread. 

The  entire  Labour  world  seem - to  agi"’ 
that  trade  unionism  is  engaged  in  a struggle 
for  its  existence,  ami  for  the  advantage- 
gained  through  years  of  organ i i*.imi  «nd 
vigorous  effort. 


Notwithstanding  the  withdnu  il-  m ■ i - 
tal  duo  to  unemployment 'and  the 
by  a certain  Sunday  newspaper  to  undermine 
tfi©  confidence  of  the  members  in  the  move- 
ment, the  total  capital  of  the  Liverish! 
ciety  ‘hows  an  increase  of  over  £14.606  'um- 
pired with  1921 . The  l.alf-vc ar’«  -ale  t‘->J 
£821,2*8,  a decrease  of  £296.-32  < orn;  • '» 
with  the  corresponding  period  last  \vfir> 
making  the  total  sales  for  the  r 
£1,842,- >14. 


About  eight-eight  member*  . 

meeting  of  the  Oj 
week  to  hear  Mr,  T,  W.  Mertc 
tivo  Union)  speak  an  " The  Ex 
Labour."  At  the  conclusion  of 
a spontaneous  resolution  w ■ 
pledging  tlx?  members  of  the  v 
Sir.  Mercer  all  possible  assi-: 
Parliamentary  candidature  for 
Hide  Division* 


Mc«cn  25,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS . 


CONGRESS_MATTERS. 

EXHIBITION  DIFFICULTIES  : REDUCED  RAIL  FARES. 


UNITED  BOARD  MEETING. 


BY  OUR  OWN  REPORTER. 


AVitu  llie  exception  of  tbs  Irish  represen- 
Inthe,  all  the  sections  were  represented  nt 
the  meeting  of  the  United  Bon  d,  which  was 
held  on  Saturday,  and  over  which  Air.  \V.  R. 
Ihie  (chairman  of  the  Central  Board)  pre- 
sided ■ Air.  A.  Wliitchead  (general  secre- 
tii ry ) and  Mr.  T.  Horrocks  (assistant  secre- 
tary) were  also  present.  The  business.  *.yas 
jujiiuly  of  a routine  character. 

The  secretary’s  action  iu  Aendi  ig  a letter 
of  condolence  to  the  widow  cl'  the  late  AJr. 
j Palmer  (Irish  Section)  was  approved,  and 
the  secretary  Was  instructed  to  record  in  the 
minutes  the  sympathy  Of  the- hoard  with  Air. 
Rat*,  whose  wife  was  seriously  ill 
A letter  was  leatl  from  the  secretary  of  the 
■Women's  Guild  iu  regard  to  the  decisions  of 
the  United  Board  with  reference  to-  iuttr- 
nntional  trade,  and  expressing  regret  tlmt 
the  United  Board  had  decided  that  no  good 

Siose  could  be  served  by  going  forward 
the  interview  with  Colonel  Schuster. 
After  some  discussion  on  the  matter,  it 
was  resolved  that  no  further  action  should 
he  taken  until  the  return  ;cf  the  mission  at 
present  in  Russia. 

Reduced  Railway  Faros. 

The  General  Secreta  ry  reported  that  he  had 
made  a further  application  for  reduced  fares 
for  delegates  attending  thp  Brighton  Con- 
cress  and  the  Women’s  Guild  Congress  at 
Port  smooth , but  the  railway  companies  had 
replied  to  the  effect  that  they  could  net  see 
their  way  to  accede  to  the  request.  He  also 
reported  that  one  of  the  religious  bodies  had 
• appointed  a deputation  to  meet  the  railway 
companies  on  a similar  question,  and  had 
agreed  to  allow  the  Co-operative  Union  to 
join  them.  Other  methods  were,  however, 
being  tried'. 

Owing  to  Alessrs.  Gregory  and  Hayward 
being  unable  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  International 
Alliance,  at  Milan,  Messrs.  MilJerchip  and 
Ramsay  were  appointed  in  their  places. 

Subscriptions  to  the  Co-operative  Union  to 
date  were  announced  to  be  £8,805.  Otlici* 
subscriptions  received  were  : — Co-operative 
Party.  £1,460;  International  Alliance.  £03.7; 
ami  the  Russian  Relief  Fund,  £2,408. 

The  Copley,  Stockport  Sniallwares  Co- 
operative Productive,  and  Liddesdnle  sooie- 
tK-N.  the  latter  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Scottish  Section,  were  accepted  as  members. 

Societies  in  South  Wales. 

The  Chairman  reported  that  the  interview 
with  the  finance  committee  of  the  CWV.S.  iu 
regard  to  (societies  in  South  Wales  had  taken 
pimp,  and  everyone  was  satisfied  that  all  the 
assistance  possible  would  be  rendered. 

It  was  decided  tluit  the  publications  de- 
partment should  prepare  a general  report  of 
the  help  rendered  to  co-operative  members 
duiitig  the  miners’  lockout. 

Air.  Major  (North-Western  Section)  men? 
tionerl  that  the  United  Board  were  asked  to 
submit  panels  for  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators  for  the 
Northern  and  Southern  areas.  The  reasons, 
be  said,  were  partly  on  the  score  of  economy, 
but  the  chief  reason  was  that  the  people  from 
the  North  were  asked  to  arbitrate  in  the 
South  on  matters  quite  different  from  what 
they  were  used' tic-. 

R was  agreed  that  Messrs.  G.  Major 
(North-Western  Scot  ion),  G.  Riddle 
•Northern  Section),  and  W.  Warren  (Alid- 
lnnd  Section)  should  act  on  the  Northern 
panel ; and  Messrs.-  M.  Clear  (Southern 
Section),  G.  A.  Ramsay  (South-Western 
■eel  ion),  and  J.  L.  Powell  (Western 
section)  for  the  Southern  area. 

The  Boundaries’  Question. 

The  sub-committee  appointed  to  make  re- 
coinnienclatious  iu  regard  to  n revision  and 
rearrangement  of  sectional  boundaries,  in 
accordance?  with  the  decision  of  the  Bristol 
yongress.  reported  their  decisions. 

All's.  GosSon  (Southern  Section)  moved 
the  recommendations  should  be  scut  to 
jie  Sectional  Boards,  and  that  the  United 
onrd  siir  uld  take  no  further  action  in  tl:o 
®iwi  ntune. 

Ah'.  Gregory  (North- Western  Section) 
noiute  l out  that  the  request  had  been  made 
■'  yongress.  It  arose  from  :i  desire  in  oi*r» 


-•  It  arose  from  a desire  iu  one 
hel  l *1  ,ut  !l  division,  and  this  request  was 
, *1  up  on  the  grounds  that  an  inquiry  would 
I n|ade  into  the  whole  question  of 
a uclar ies  throughout  the  movement. 

Att.'r  a discussion,  in  the  course  of  which 
tlicv  c ,Inen,bers  expressed  the  opinion  that 
i.  - (l,d  not  want  another  survey  committee, 
«j.i  ;'s  decided  that  tlie  matter  should  be  con- 
•Uer,'d  by  the  Central  Board. 

Maxwell  and  Deans  Testimonials. 

tip  f a ppen  1 for  subscriptions  issued  by 
be,i  nemationa'l  Co-opemtive  Alliance  oQ 
Sir  Wn-  a 1lmt^  to  create  a testimonial  to 
tbp  r1.‘a,.n  Maxwell  was  considered,  and 
tucnA  ?oartl  decided  to  heartily  com- 
a the  scheme  to  sofeietiox.- 
WL1(,'T^  decided  to  grant  £50  to  the  fund 
to  x,;b  b^mg  collected-  for  a testimonial 
i yftmes  Deans  (seevetarr  of  the 
‘^vUisli  Section). 

Trade  Campaign. 

r^gard  to  the  campaign  for  increasing 


..  - 


co-operative  trade,  the  secretary  of  the 
Women’s  Guild  wrote  to  the  effect  that 
the  guilds  were  throwing  all  their  euergies 
into  the  work  during  the  spring,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  best  way  to  co-ordinate 
efforts,  without  duplicating  machinery, 
would  be  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Joint 
Capital  Campaign  Committee. 

The  Board  had  already  agreed  to  this 


Appointments. 

In  response  to  the  request  made  at  a 
previous  meeting  of  the  United  Board  for 
representation  on  the  Labour  Advisory 
Committee  of  the  League  of  Nations  Union, 
the  general  secretary  read  a letter  from 
that  organisation  to  the  effect  that  two 
representatives  might  be  Gent.  Messrs. 
W.  Gregory  (North-Western  Section)  and 
M.  H.  Clear  (Southern  Section)  were 
appointed. 

A request  that  the  Co-operative  Union 
should  be  represented  on  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Industrial 
Women’s  Organisation  was  received.  It 
was  stated  that  the  objects  of  this  body 
were  to  bring  together  the  working-cki6s 
women  in  the  political,  industrial,  and  co- 
operative spheres,  to  develop  the  interest 
of  women  in  public  affairs,  and  to  study 
their  needs. 

Mrs.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  was 
appoiuted  as  a representative. 

' Mr.  J.  L.  Powell  (Western  Section)  was 
appointed  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  National  Men’s  Guild,  and  Mr.  W.  R. 
ltae  (chairman)  was  selected  as  the  dele- 
gate to  the  Scottish  National  Conference. 

Hughes  Scholarship. 

As  there  are  funds  available,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Central  Education  Committee 
(Mr.  C.  E.  Wood)  wrote  to  suggest  that  an 
examination  for  the  Hughes  scholarship 
should  be  held  this  ye.ar,  so  that  there 
might  be  two  students  in  residence  at  the 
university. 

The  suggestion  was  approved. 

Brighton  Congress  Exhibition. 

A reply  from  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies 
accepting  the  invitation  to  preside  over 
the  Brighton  Congress  and  deliver  the 
inaugural  address  was  read  and  noted. 

With  reference  to  the  exhibition  the 
assistant  secretary  reported  that  the  only 
room  available  was  the  Corn  Exchange, 
and  possibly  a small  room  in  addition.  Tlio 
accommodation  was,  however,  insufficient 
to  give  a creditable  show.  The  suggestion 
had  been  made  that  the  exhibition  should 
be  held  the  week  following  Congress,  and 
held  in  the  Dome,  and  the  Brighton  people 
were  favourable  to  this  suggestion. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  it  was 
stated  that  the  latter  suggestion  would  not 
receive  general  approval,  and  after  other 
suggestions  had  been  considered  it  was 
decided  that  the  matter  should  be  left  with 
the  Reception  Committee  to  arrange  a 
smaller  exhibition  during  Congress  week, 
if  possible,  as  it  was  felt  that  this  would 
be  more  likely  to  meet  with  the  approval 
of  all  concerned. 

Permission  was  given  to  Air.  T.  W. 
Mercer  (head  of  the  publications  depart- 
ment) to  contest  the  Moss  Side  division  of 
Manchester  as  a co-operative  candidate  at 
the  next  general  election. 

Legal  Difficulties. 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  at 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Gillingham 
Society  a member  of  the  society,  who  was 
also  editor  of  a local  newspaper,  was  taking 
notes  fftr  publication,  and  the  chairman 
asked  him  to  desist.  He,  howeveY,  refused, 
and  eventually  the  chairman  ordered  him 
to  leave  the  meeting.  The  member  had" 
now  commenced  an  action  against  the' 
society.  The  General  Secretary 'said  the 
question  arose  as  to  whether  a society’s 
meeting  was  a -private  one. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  decided  to 
take  counsel’s  opinion  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Riddle  (Northern  Section)  drew 
attention  to  a matter  iu  regard  to  br£ad 
delivery,  for  which  the  Bolton  Society  had 
been  fined,  and  it  was  decided  to  secure  a 
statement  of  the  case  from  the  Bolton 
Society. 

It  was  decided  to  refer  the  question  of 
unemployment  insurance  by  industries  to 
the  Parliamentary  Committee. 

Beswick  Society  and  Tax  Campaign. 

The  Beswick  Society  wrote  to  the  effect 
that  they  laid  subscribed  £81  7s.  to  the 
funds  tar  the  income  tax  campaign,  and 
“ in  vieW*  if!  the  futility  of  the  efforts  of 
the  committee”  iu  that  campaign  they 
asked  f <ui  '0-.  . refund  of  the  amount 
subscribed*  • 

Alderman  Huy  ward  (North-Western  Sec- 
tion and  a member  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee on  income  tax)  said -'the  present 
result  in  regard  .to  the  Corporation  Profits 
Tax  had  been  brought  abtmt  by  the  action 
of  the  Special  Committee,  and  the  activi- 
ties of  tile  “group”  of  which  Beswjik 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column  ] 


BUILDING  SOCIETY’S  MEETING. 

REPORT  REVEALS  A STRONG  POSITION. 


GOVERNMENTS  HOUSING  PROPQSAL. 


BY  OUR  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT. 


There  was  buoyant  feeling  prevailing  on 
Saturday  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Co- 
operative Permanent  Building  Society,  at 
Red  Lion  Square.  W.C.  Tlio  report  pre- 
sented by  the  directors  was  one  to  cause  the 
fullest  satisfaction  amongst  the  members, 
for  it  gave  eloquent  proof  of  the  society’s 
continued  progress  and  prosperity.  The 
society's  position  compares  very  favourably 
with  that  of  the  leading  building  societies 
in  the  country.  Fortunately  it  lias  not  suf- 
fered in  the  same  way  as  similar  organisa- 
tions in  great  industrial  centres,  where  un- 
employment is  prevalent,  and  withdrawals  of 
capital  have  been  constant. 

Air.  J.  H.  Thomas,  M.P.,  presided,  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  J.  J.  Dent.  \V.  J.  Francis, 

H.  B.  Morris,  J.P.,  A.  W.  Tyler.  J.P.,  A 
Woolsey,  directors;  Messrs.  J.  Edward 
Myers  and  W.  Stuckey  Clerk,  auditors;  Air. 
Balrr.or,  solicitor;  Air.  Arthur  Webb,  J.P., 
F.C.I.S:,  secretary;  and  Mr.  Charles 
Runcorn,  assistant  secretary. 

Review  of  the  Year. 

The  directors’  report  stated  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  past  year,  although  not  reaching 
the  extraordinary  record  of  1920,  had  been 
uniformly  satisfactory',  and  iu  view  of  tlio 
extreme  depression  iu  trade  and  consequent 
serious  unemployment,  might  be  regarded  as 
exceptionally  good.  The  receipts  from 
share  investments  wore  £137.857  16s.,  and 
the  withdrawals  £75,855  8s.  5(1.,  leaving  the 
balance,  including  interest,  standing  to  the 
credit  of  shareholders  £687,177  11s.  6d.,  an 
increase  of  £91.987  8s.  lid  Deposits 
amounted  to  £33,083  Is.  6d.  The  with- 
drawals were  £40,136  13s.  9d.,  the  balance 
remaining  due  on  deposit  being  £217,881 
2s.  2d.,  an  increase  of  £1,599  8s.  4d. 

Advances  during  the  year  amounted  to 
£240,515  10s.  7d.  on  687  mortgage  securities. 
'Hie  mortgage  assets  on  December  31st,  1921, 
stood  at  £815,605  9s.  7d..  an  increase  of 
£100,090  Is.  6d.  This  sum  represented 
3,626  mortgages,  an  average  of  £225,  all 
first  charges  on  properties  situated  in  forty- 
seven  counties.  The  majority  were  occupied, 
or  intended  to  be  occupied  by  the  borrowers. 
Proposals  for  advances  to  the  number  of 

I, 075  and  amounting  to  £392.846  were  con- 
sidered;  The  total  assets  amounted  to 
£935,459.  It  was  confidently  anticipated 
that  the  society,  woujd  this  year  pass,  the 
figure  of  one  million  pounds. 

The  surplus  for  the  year,  after  making 
provision  -_for  all  liabilities,  amounted  to 
£36,537  17s.  8d.  Interest  on  share  capital 
at  the  rate  of  5 per  cent.,  free  of  income  tax, 
would  be  paid.  The  reserve  fund  had  been 
increased  to  £25,000,  and  of  the  balance  un- 
divided profit  remaining,  it  was  proposed, 
following  the  precedent  of  last  year,  to 
transfer  £500  to  the  staff  superannuation 
fund,  leaving  the  sum  of  £1,206  5s.  lid.  to 
carry  forward  to  next  year. 

Tlio  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of 
the  report,  referred  with  satisfaction  to  tlio 
increase  in  the  business  as  shown  in  the 
report,  and  made  a comparison  with  the  pre- 
war period  of  1913.  The  receipts  for  1913 
totalled  £162,622;  for  the  past  year  these 
•amounted  to  £396,678.  The  advances  in 
1913  'veVe  £102,485,  as  compared  with 
£240,515.  In  1913  the  reserves  were 
£0,203;  these  were  now  £25,000.  He  laid 
sti<ess  on  the  improved  position  of  the 
society  as  a result  of  the  increase  reserve.  ' 

A Good  Service. 

Alluding  to  the  question  of  the  application 
for  advances,  lie  pointed  out  that  whereas 
the  society  had  had  1,075  applications  for  ad- 
vances during  the  year,  they  had  only  enter- 
tained 687.  . Very  many  were  'refused 
because  of  the  inflated  prices,  and  the  Board 
were  reluctantly  compelled  to  decline  such 
cases,  because  it  was  impossible  to  advance 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 


Society  was  a member  had  added  to  the 
difficulties  of  the  movement. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Beswick  Society 
should  be  informed  that  “in  the  opinion 
ol  the  United  Board  tile  funds  subscribed 
to  the  Special  Committee  on  income  tax 
had  been  very  profitably  used,  and  the  dis- 
posal of  the  balance  in  hand  had  uot  yet 
been  decided  upon.” 

Foreign  Congrecses. 

An  invitation  to  the*  Keskusliito  (Fin- 
land) Congress,  on  June  18th,  was  received, 
and  it  was  decided  to  try  and  find  out  if 
the  Congress  of  the  S.O.K.,  the  other 
national  co-operative  organisation  in  Fin- 
land. was  likely  to  be  held  about  the  same 
time.  If  so,  one  representative  could 
attend  both. 

Alderman  Hayward  suggested  that  dele- 
gations to  foreign  Congresses  should  go 
round  to  tile  sections  proportionately  to 
the  number  of  members  on  the  sectional 
boards.- 

It  was -decided  that  the  North-Western 
Sectional  Board  should  have  two  turns  to 
each  one  for  the  other  sectional  boards. 

This  concluded  the  business,  and  it  xas 
decided  that  the  next  meeting  should  be 
held  on  May  20th. 


the  amount  tlmt  would  enable  the  applicant' 
to  complete  tho  purchase.  However  disap- 
pointed these  individual  members  might  have 
been,  the  society  felt  tlmt  tliev  were  doing 
a good  service  in  saving  them  from  an  unwise 
purchase  o£  property.  He  laid  stress  on  the 
policy  of  the  directors  in  seeing  that  tliev 
obtained  a substantial  security  in  all  cases 
always  bearing  in  miud  that  ’ there  wa I ;i 
tendency  for  prices  and  values  to  fall. 

Chairman's  Hope. 

, The  Government  had  announced  that  Ihev 
intended  to  sell  the  houses  they  had  built 
mider  their  housing  scheme.  “ T do  hope,” 
tfie  Chairman  added,  “ that  the  Government 
before  they  commit  themselves  to  the  polirv 
or  selling  these  houses  in  large  blocks  to  the 
only  people  who  have  the  largo  amount  of 
capital  necessary  to  buy  them,  will  give  a 
lair  chance  to  the  individual  occupiers  of 
these  houses,  the  working  men  and  women, 
to  purchase  them.”  (Applause.) 

Air.  J.  J.  Dent  seconded  the  adoption  of 
tlie  report.  He  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
being  able  to  take  part  in  the  meeting  in 
view  of  tlie  fact  tluit  he  was  present  at  the 
meeting  which  initiated  the  society  in  1884 
lie  was  very  pleased  at  the  usefulness  and 
stability  of  the  society. 

The  report  was  unanimously  approved. 

When  the  balance  sheet  was  presented  a 
question  was  raised  in  reference  to  the  staff 
superannuation. 

Mf-  Francis,  chairman  of  the  trustees  of 
the  fund,  explained  that  the  scheme  had  been 
drawn  up  m consultation  with  the  staff,  and 
had  been  unanimously  approved  by  them. 
Ur  the  trustees  three  were  directors  and  two 
were  members  of  the  staff.  The  scheme  pro- 
vider! for  a.  pension  of  one-third  of  the  salni  v 
received  on  retirement  at  the  age  of  sixty. 
Halt  tl^e  contribution  was  paid  by  the  society 
and  lialf  by  the  employees  on  a carefully 
prepared  actuarial  basis. 

Prior  to  the  announcement  of  the  result 
-of  the  election  of  directors,  the  Chairman 
-stated  that  a candidate  had  asked  for  certain 
information  as  to  the  holdings  of  tlie  mem- 
bers of  the  Board.  The  Board  felt  that  it 
would  have  been  a gross  breach  of  confidence 
to  disclose  this  information.  He  eniplia  ,h(d 
the  regard  which  tlie  directors  and  the  staff 
had  to  the  confidential  nature  of  the  sociotv’s 
transactions. 

* The  following  retiring  directors  were  de- 
clared re-elected:  Messrs.  Dent,  Francis, 
Mniisbndge,  and  Woolsey. 

The  meeting  voted  five  guineas  to  the 
Hodgson  Pratt  Ale-morinl  Fund. 

A report  was  submitted  by  the  auditors, 
who  announced  their  satisfaction  not  only 
with  the  result  of  the  gear’s  working,  and 
as  to  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the 
accounts  had  been  kept.  They  also  acknow- 
ledged the  valuable  assistance  which  had 
been  afforded  by  the  secretary  and  the  staff. 

In  replyiiig  to  a vote  of  thanks  passed  to 
the  6taff  and  agents,  the  Secretary  laid 
stress  on  the  -increased  business.  There  was 
every  indication  that  they  would  have  a very 
busy  year  indeed.  The  tendency  to  reduc- 
tion in  the  cost  of  building  aud  the  price  of 
houses  had  already  caused  people  to  nego- 
tiate for  the  purchase  of  property,  and  they 
were  approaching  the  society  with. a view  to 
an  advance.  The  society  could  now  profit- 
ably employ  a considerable  increase  of  funds. 
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Appointment 


MOTHERS  ! 

Nurse  your  Babies  ; if 
you  can't—  get 

Nestles 

The  milk  with  all  the  life- 
giving  elements  intact.  It  is 
not  economy  to  buy  cheaper 
and  poor  milk  — spend 
yonr  money  wisely  and  buy 
quality.  For  your  children’s 
sake  avoid  macliine-skimmed 
•milk,  which  is  unfit  for  infant 
feeding  ; you  want  them  to 
have  all  the  goodness  Of 
the  milk — not  tKe  weak 
remainder. 

Sold  by  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 
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FALSE  ECONOMY  IN 

EDUCATION. 
the  attitude  of  big  business. 

INSTRUCTIVE  MEETING  AT 
COVENTRY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Midland  Educa- 
tional Association  was  held  at  Coventry  on 
Saturday,  in  the  Co-operative  Assembly  Hall. 
The  room  was  well  filled  by  delegates  from 
Coventry,  Leicester,  Derby,  Oswestry,  North- 
ampton, Birmingham,  Kettering,  Rugby, 
Wolverhampton,  &c. 

Mr.  T.  Hacked  (Bournville.  president  of  the 
asaociation)  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  speaker 
was  Mr.  W.  O'Neil  (ex -president.  National 
Federation  of  Class  Teachers),  whose  subject 
was  “ Education  and  the  Worker.  ’ 

Chairman's  Call  to  Action. 

The  adoption  of  the  annual  report  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Chairman,  who  remarked  that,  in 
looking  back  over  the  past  year,  he  thought  the 
educational  association  continued  to  justify 
itself.  The  more  difficult  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  found  themselves,  the  more  im- 
portant it  was  that  the  educational,  and  what 
he  might  call  the  spiritual,  side  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  should  be  kept  to  the  front. 
They  realised  that  the  boards  of  management 
were  facing  a most  trying  time,  and  in  survey- 
ing the  future  he  could  not  help  realising  the 
fact  that  whatever  good  work  they  had  done 
in  the  past  would  meet  with  the  approbation 
and  whole-hearted  support  of  many  of  their 
guilds  and  societies. 

Mr.  Bland  (Oswestry)  seconded,  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

The  Treasurer  (Mr.  E.  Webb,  Northampton) 
presented  the  financial  statement,  and  in  reply 
to  a question  by  Mr.  Curtis,  the  Chairman  said 
the  budgetting  for  .the  ensuing  year  would  be 
left  to  the  committee  to  be  appointed  that 
day.  They  would  curtail  their  work  as  little 
ns  possible,  but  their  treasurer  would  see  that  - 
their  liabilities  were  kept  within  bounds. 

Meaning  of  Economy. 

Mr.  O’Neil,  in  his  address^said  economy  was 
in  the  air,  and  he  thought  economy  was  never 
more  necessary  in  our  country's  affairs  than 
to-day.  While  he  believed  there  was  room  for 
true  economy,  wise  spending,  he  did  not 
believe  it  was  true  economy  to  stint  education. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  lay  too  great  stress  on 
the  commercial  advantages  of  education  ; he 
did  not  Mesire,  as  a teacher  or  a father,  that 
the  children  of  the  country  should  be  taught 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  earning  a living.  They 
should  bo  taught  to  live  : the  things  of  the 
spirit  counted  for  more  than  materiaT  things, 
and  that  was  what  the  Geddes  Committee 
completely  forgot.  Had  he  to  write  the 
epitaph  of  the  Geddes  Committee  lie  should 
write,  “ They  made  money,  and  they  produced 
the  Geddes  Report.” 

What  " Big  Business  " Wants. 

He  thought  the  Geddes  Report  threw  a world 
of  light  on  the  attitude  of  ” Big  Business  ”-to 
education.  It  seemed  that  the  attitude  of 
"Big  Business”  was  that  the  children  of 
working  men  should  be  educated  just  suf- 
ficiently, and  no  more,  to  make  them  useful 
workers ; to  read  and  write  just  sufficiently 
to  make  them  more  useful  in  making  money 
in  *’  Big  Business.'’  The  Government  had  not 
accepted  all  the  recommendations  of  the 
Geddes  Committee,  but  it  was  true  that  a cer- 
tain amount  of  economy  was  to  bo  exercised 
at  the  expense  of  the  working-class. children. 

The  danger  to  education  did  not  lie 
only  with  tlie  central  government:  it  lay 

increasingly  at  the  present  time  with  the 
locality.  The  spirit  of  fulse  economy  (speaking 
only  of  education)  was  rife  in  the  arcus.  Lord 
Crewe  was  right  when  he  said  that  " a man 
paid  liis  taxes  in  sorrow,  and  liis  rates  in 
anger.”  They  were  all  very  conscious  rates 
were  exceedingly  high — higher  pro  rata  for  the 
audience  and  the  speaker  Ilian  the  persou 
who  paid  6s.  in  the  pound  and  those  who  paid 
super-tax.  In  local  administration  the  Geddes’ 
axe  had  already  fallen  heavily  : classes  were 
being  enlarged,  teachers  were  being  dismissed 
pie  was  not  there,  he  said,  to  fight  for  the 
teachers : they  could  fight  their  own  battle), 
and  their  children  would  be  taught  under 
improper  conditions. 

The  speaker's  time  was  at  this  point  ex- 
hausted, and  an  interesting  discussion  fob 
lowed,  in  which  Mr.  Naylor  (Derby),  Mr.  Harris 
(Coventry),  Mr.  Potter  (Kettering),  Mrs.  Cant 
(Lockhurst-lane,  Coventry),  and  Mr.  Unsworth 
(Derby)  took  part.  The  speaker  was  heartily 
‘hanked  for  his  address. 


SECTIONAL  EASTER 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


SCHOOL. 

ENCOURAGING  PROSPECTS  AT 
COLCHESTER. 

Applications  ace  coming  in  from  intending 
students  in  sufficient  numbers  to  denote  that 
the  Easter  week-end  school  at  Colchester 
will  be  a decided  success.  It  is  expected  that 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway  will  issue  cheap 
excursion  tickets.  Every  arrangement  has 
been  made  by  the  Colchester  Society  in  con- 
junction with  the  Southern  Sectional  Board, 
to  make  the  visit  interesting  and  profitable 
.to  the  visitors.  Colchester  will  be  found  to 
well  repay  a visit,  for  it  is  an  historic  town 
rich  in  Roman  remains,  and  full  of  points  of 
archielogieal  interest. 

The  chief  lectures  which  will  be  delivered 
by  Mr.  R.  Page  Arnol,  M.A.  (secretary  of  the 
Labour  Research  Department),  will  deal  with 
" The  Inter-dependence  of  Trade  and  the 
Worl(,l  Situation,”  a timely  and  all-important 
subject  to  every  co-operator.  In  addition, 
Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (secretary  of  the  sectional 
board)  will  deliver  an  address  on  " The  Co- 
operative Sense.”  Mr.  W.  H.  Adsett  (of  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society) 
will  speak  on  " Old  and  New  Journalism,” 
with  special  reference  to  the  development  of 
the  co-operative  press.  Mr.  C.  E.  Benham, 
J.P.,  will  deal  with  ” Old  Colchester,”  a subject 
on  which  he  is  a leading  expert. 

The  charges  which  are  being  made  for 
lodgings  are  extremely  reasonable.  Applica- 
tion forms  are  obtainable  from  Mr.  R.  Hibberd, 
66,  Great  Prescott-street,  E.I.  In  order  that 
full  arrangements  can  be  made  intending 
students  should  send  in  their-  names  at  once. 


WHAT  IS  POVERTY? 

INTERESTING  POINT  RAISED  AT 
FARNHAM. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Farnham 
Board  of  Guardians  a letter  was  ioa.1  from 
the  secretary  of  the  Farnham  Co-operative 
Society  alleging  that  the  Relieving  Officer 
had  refused  to  make  out  a relief  purchase 
form  ou  the  society,  and  had  made  the 
remark  that  the  society  did  not  pay  suffi- 
cient tax.  The-  society  protested  against 
the  remark  arid  against  the  action  of  the 
Relieving  Officer. 

The  Clerk  to  the  Guardians' had  replied 
to  the  effect  that  the  Relieving  Officer’s  ver- 
sion of  the  conversation  was  not  tli«  same  as 
that  contained  in  the  society’s  letter.  He 
further  stated  that  orders  had  been  given  to 
the  society  on.  one  or  two  occasions,  and  that 
the  last  order  so  given  was  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  mincemeat  and  candied  peel.  In 
conclusion,  he  remarked,  "It  is  doubtful 
whether  a person  who  is  a member  of  your 
society,  and  tlierefona  presumably  having  a 
financial  interest  in  it,  - is  destitute  and 
entitled  to  relief.” 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Watters  said  lie  hoped  their  officers 
were  not  going  to  introduce  personal  feeling 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The  ques- 
tion of  paying  sufficient  tax  w is  one  which 
should  be  dealt  wi^i  by  the  assessment 
committee.  He  was  not  going  to  quibble 
over  a definition  of  poverty,  lie  need  only 
remind  the  Clerk  that  an  individual  could  be 
a member  of  a co-operative  society  without 
having  more  than  a Shilling  or  two  in  it. 

After  further  discussion,  it  was  decided. to 
leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
chairman. 


RUSSIA'S  TERRIBLE  PLIGHT. 


FILM  PROPAGANDA  AT  WOOLWICH 


The  pitiable  condition  of  the  famine- 
stricken  area  of  Russia  was  graphically  de- 
picted by  a film,  issued  by  the  Save  the 
Children  Fund,  at  a meeting  held  in  the 
Co-operative  Institute,  Woolwich,  on  Wed- 
nesday last  week. 

Mr.  John  Dickinson,  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society’s  educational  committee,  stated 
that  there  had  been  great  difficulty  in 
obtaining  accurate  information  as  to  what 
was  happening  in  Russia.  At  last  it  had 
been  definitely  proved  that  nothing  in  all 
.modern  history  could  approach  the  horrors 
of  the  Russian  famine.  Nor  could  any- 
thing approach  the  callousness  of  the 
present  Government  in  its  attitude  toward 
that_  unspeakable  tragedy.  He  was  not 
proud  of  the  Government's  record,  and 
hoped  that  public  opinion  would  stir  it  up 
to  take  a more  human  attitude.  (Applause!. 

Miss  Lenton,  who  has  recently  returned 
from  the  famiue  area,  stated  that  the  Save 
the  Children  Fund,  organised  three  years 
ago,  had  sent  food  to  twenty  different 
countries.  Wliererer  the  need  existed  the 
fund  had  sent  succour  and  help.  The  fund 
was  at  present  particularly  concerned  with 
Russia,  and  from  personal  investigation 
she  knew  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to 
ryuggerate  the  tragedy  in  that  country. 


King's  Lynn. — About  300  members  were 
present  at  the  half-yearly  meeting  which 
was  held  in  the  Central  Hall,  on  March  16th. 
Mr.  C.  W.  A.  Proctor  presided.  A vote  of 
sympathy  and  condolence  to  the  wife  and 
family  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  Furbaiik.  the 
society's  president  feu  many  years,  was  un- 
animously passed.  The  report  for  the  half- 
year  ended  January  25th.  102-2  showed  sales 
for  twentyrjjjx  weeks  of-  £83.752,  and  after 
meeting  all  expenses,  interest,  depreemuon, 
and  collective  life  assurance  premiums,  ft 
dividend  of  lUd.  in  the  pound  to  members 
and  od.  in  the  ponud  to  non-mcinbeis  was 
recommended.  The  auditor  (.Mr.  \.  E.  New- 
man) stated  that  the  stock  had  been  taken 
at  market  values,  and  lie  was  pleased  to  say 
tiuit  the  financial  stability  of  the  society  was 
extremely  good.  Mr.  (’.  W.  A.  Proctor  was 
elected  president  in  the  place  of  Mr.  A. 
Furbaiik.  The  Chairman  gave  a lull  report 
of  t lie  working  of  the  educational  committee 
during  the  half-year  and  particulars  of  what 
had  been  done  in  relieving  the  distress 
among  the  members. 

Saffron  Walden. — The  report  presented 
to  the  recent  half-yearly  meeting,  over  which 
Mr.  J.  Clarke  (chairman)  presided,  showed 
that  the  sales  for  tlie  naif-year  had  been 
£18,755,  w liit-li  showed  a decrease  of  £ 1 , i 1 J 
compared  with  the  corresponding  half  of  last 
year.  The  membership  had  increased  from 
1,200  to  1.268.  The  members’  slime  capital 
amounted  to  £10,392,  an  increase  of  £666  on 
the  half-year.  There  was  a disposable 
balance  of  £781  6s.  4d.  After  providing  for 
share  interest  and  depreciation  the  com- 
mittee proposed  a.  dividend  of  9d  m the 
jK>uml  to  members,  £20  to  the  educational 
fund,  and  the  balance  to  tlie  contingent 
fund.  The  committee  eoiiteidered  that  the 
members  had  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the 
past  year’s  work.  They  had  din  ing  the  year 
opeiied  two  branches — one  at  Thnxted.  and 
the  other  in  Castle-street,  Saffron  Walden^ - 
and  both  were  doing  well.  The  tales  during 
the -year  were  a record,  and  totalled  £37,575, 
an  increase  of  £1,589  on  the  previous  year. 
When  they  took  into  consideration  that 
prices  had  declined  25  per  cent,  it  was  the 
more  remarkable.  Mir.  J.  Clarke  was  re- 
elected president.  Mr.  A.  E.  Newman 
(public  auditor)  congratulated  the  society 
on  its  balance  sheet,  and  assured  the  mem- 
bers that  financially  it  was  in  a strong  mil 
sound  position. 


LOYALTY  TO  THE  C.W'.S. 

CONFERENCE.  AT  CAMBRIDGE. 

A well-attended  conference  arranged  by 
the  Cambridge  District  Association  was  held 
in  the  Newmarket  Society's  Hall,  on  March 
11th.  Mr.  W.  Resbury,  J.P.,  acted  as 
chairman  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Salmon  represented 
tlie  Central  Board. 

At  the  opening  of  the  conference  Mr.  G. 
B.  Poppy  welcomed  the  delegates  from  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  counties  of  Cambridge- 
shire and  Suffolk. 

Mr.  IV.  T.  Charter  (C.W.S.  director)  ad- 
dressed the  conference  on  the  subject  of 
11  The  Present  Position  of  the  Co-operative 
Movement.”  On  rising,  Mr.  Charter  asked 
tlie  delegates  to  consider  the  financial  state 
of  the  country  at  the  present  time.  He 
referred  to  the-  stability  of  the  O.W.S.,  but 
was  astonishedl  at  the  apathy  of  member® 
generally,  which  he  was  sure  only  wanted 
proper  attention  from  committees.  He  re- 
lated instances  of  some  cf  the  factories  being 
busy,  and  others  on  short-time,  but  urged 
that  if  only  members  would  be  loyal  to  their 
own  stores,  this  could  not  happen. 

Mr.  Salmon,  following,  stated  that  the 
Colchester  Society  was  loyal  to  the  C.W.S. 
in  every  possible  way,  and  said  that  the  most 
successful  societies  were  those  which  always 
stuck  to  the  C.W.S.  A<s  it  was  with  socie- 
ties, so  it  was  with  their  members. 

At  the  conclusion  of  tlie  address.  Mr.  H. 
G.  Keegan  opened  the  discussion  by  refer- 
ring to  the  C.W.S.  advertising  prize  essays 
before  either  the  chocolates  or  tii-e  handker- 
chiefs could  reach  societies.  Several  other 


LEICESTER'S  SECRETARY 

RETIRES. 

DEPARTMENTAL  MANAGERS'  GIFT. 

Mu.  W.  B.  Stock,  who  is  retiring  from 
the  position  of  -secretary  to  the  Leicester 
■ Society  after  serving  for  a period  of  twenty- 
five  years,  was  the  guest  of  honour  at  a 
dinner  given  by  the  departmental  managers 
at  the  society's  cafe  on  the  l-lth  hint. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Holden  (general  manager)  pre- 
sided. and  submitted  the  toast,  ••  Our 
Guest."  He  said  they  all  deeply  regretted 
losing  the  services  of  Mr.  Stock.  In  pre- 
senting to  Mr.  Stock  a handsome  silver  tea 
service,  -nitnl.lv  in>cril>ed.  and  subscribed 
to  by  all  the  general  and  departmental  mali- 
ngers. he  said  that  his  association  with  the 
secretary  had  been  of  the  happiest. 
Although  Mr.  Stock  was  leaving- the  society 
mid  concluding  his  activities  as  secretary, 
they  all  hoped  they  would  Dot,  lose  Jiis  pre- 
sence amongst  them  from  time  to  time 
whenever  lie  chose  to  come.  They  hoped 
that  he,  with  hia  wife,  in  the  autumn  of 
their  lives,  would  enjoy  peace  and  happiness 
— a reward  they  had  well  earned. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Whitehead,  one  of  the  oldest 
managers,  associated  himself  with  tlie  re- 
marks of  Hie  chairman,  and  added  that  Mr. 
Stock  was  always  willing  to  give  advice 
whenever  it  was  sought. 

Mr.  Stock,  in  replying,  expressed  bis 
gratefulness  for  all  that  had  Wei)  done. 


The  Royal  Arsenal  Society's  ! >. , 
department  have  been  fortunate  in  mn  uru , 
the  services  of  Mr.  Fred  Bramlcy 
on  ■■  Industrial  Co-operation  v.  s, 
Socialism"  nt  ft  conference  at  ■''i  *i  mgt,.  ;,’j 
Hall,  W and swor th-rond ,•  ou  April  Mb. 

A uew  departmental  store,  belonging  , 
the  Watford  Society,  will  lie  lorimdlv 
by  Councillor  F.  S.  Cat" in  on  Saturday  q,, 
•25th  inst. 

Messrs.  A.  King,  secretary  to  tin  IV[ni,  | 
Council  of  the  Southampton.  Society,  ai’ul  n 
C.  Sainsbiury,  a co-operator  -md  - 1 lU|J 
unionist,  have  been  nominated  I'm  w.  (1|| 
the  local  Hoard  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  S.  Roes,  notional  organi.i-t  to  d,,. 
C'o-operative  Party,  recently  i 

united  guild  meeting  at  Salisbury,  dotilm-' 
with  the  entry  of  the  movement  into  politu 
At  Heih  el  Hempstead,  Mr.  Rocs  j,,,, 
addressed  a meeting  of  tlie  junior  guild,  ami 
also  a joint  meeting  of  the  management  ni:,| 
educational  committees  and  Women's  Guilds 

The  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  jubilee  history 
will  be  published  next  month.  Tli0 
work,  which  has  been  edited  bv  Mcnsi*. 
Davis  and  Neville,  contains  JOU  pages  ,,| 
letterpress  and  forty-four  plates . and  deals 
in  an  interesting  form  with  the  origin  ami 
development  of  tin's  enterprising  so  ii.-ty. 


Hi  ere  are  still  some  vacancies  for  the 
Easter  Week-end  at  Shornells.  The  womw 
surrounding  tlie  mansion  will  ho  looking  at 
their  best  at  that  time,  and  visitors  -.lenire 
of  a good  time  at  this  co-operative  enlr- 
All  applications  should  lie  made  to 
Collins,  Shornells,  Abbey  Wood,  S K. 

Another  number  of  the  Shornells  Lileiaiy 
Club’s  members'  journal,  "The  Fellowship,'1 
which  is  edited  by  Mrs.  M.  Thorne,  Ims 
reached  our  Londiom  office.  It  r.mtiiiiw 
articles  of  merit  contributed  by  the  members 
indicating  the  gooff  work  which  its  being 
accomplished  by  the  club  in.  developing  hi  tent 

literary*,  talent. 


The  co-operators  of  .Southend -on -s  .i  held 
a successful  fancy-dress  ball  ou  Si.  Patrick's 
day,  and  three  days  later  " Casey  " and  liis 
fiddle  attracted  another  big  audiem.  Helll 
the  events  were  held  in  the  local  Labour 
Institute. 

A number  of  Southend-on-Sea  cu-oiieiatom 
nre  contesting  Beats  at  the  foi  l In  lining 
election  for  trie  Rochford  Board  ul  (Liar- 
dians,  and  are  running  under  t hr;  Labour 
lwinner.  They  include  Mrs.  C'ox  niiv- 
president)  anil  Mrs.  Clnrk,  prominent 
members  of  the  Women's  Guild;  Mr.  II  H. 
Elvin  (Parliamentary  candidate  for  Until), 
and  Mr.  J.  Wills,  both  of  whom  have  ben, 
co-operative  candidates  for  the  Town 
Council,  and  Messrs.  A.  H.  Mabhs  ipiwi* 
dent),  J.  Caster  and  T.  Evans,  ivho  are 
ardent  workers  in  the  Men's  Guild. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Dart  foul 
Society,  on  Wednesday  week,  Mr,  II,  Hit- 
herd,  secretary  of  the  Southern  So«  i ioiial 
Board,  addressed  a meeting  in  the  <Jiiiing- 
room  of  the  Boys’  Home,  South  Daicnth. 
He  emphasised  the  question  of  cu-opeialii a 
production,  pointing  out  that  the  turn  bid 
come  when  they  must  recognise  that 
the  movement  stood  for  sfimathihg  ' 
than  dividends.  Congratulations  were  ab *» 
offered  to  the  Darlford  Society  lor  their 
splendid  financial  position. 


Mr.  A.  Giiina,  of  Ruskin  CoMog<\  hi  ad- 
dressed two  Women's  Guilds,  tii<>  Men  * 
Guilds,  and  a P.S.A.  gathering  The  sub- 
yechs  dealt  with  have  included  " India, 
where  Mr.  Ginns  was  stationed  lor  n I*"' 
y-enrs,  ” Capital,”  ‘‘Employees,”  Ac. 

The  educational  committee  of  the  l-.nlield 
Highway  Society  have  secured  the  K-rvin* 
of  Mr.  George  Latham  fPiirlkiincutiuv 
Labour  candidate  for  Enfield)  lor  the  2oUl 
inst.  Mr.  Latham  will  delivcr  aii  mhlrc- * 
on  “ T'he  Case  for  Co-operati  >n."  H'C 
meeting  takes  place  in  the  Gcoige  V1  ,r 
School,  South bury-rond.  Enfield.  Arnuigc* 
meats  are  being  made  to  hold  ■ concert-- 
meeting  in  Buntingford.  This  in  one  of  InO 
OJjf.pci3ta  of  the  so-icty,  and  there  i-  a 
that  this  district  will  soon  be  a co-operatii« 
stronghold. 


Mr.  D.  Mason  (edu.-ntioiiaf  <■■ 

Enfield  Highway  Society)  ».!  deliver 

leCtures  on  April  7th  and  28th,  m tin-  <' 
operative  Hall.  K»«eW  1 

■ .11. U, oils  of  1WI..W  ■ '".III  Mark'"*** 

illustrations).  Ihese  Icitui'  - mn  •'  1 ^ 

arranged  so  that  Circle  committee*  • 
l!,<SB  interested  in  tile  tr..ini««  "I  .M*" 
iiniy  discuss  the  best  methods  of  im,-”'  •? 
instruct  ion  to  the  young  folks  \ I'1;"'.1” 
demoJvst ration  will  be  given  on  " ■ 11 
and  parents  are  specially  invited  to  •'  ' 1 " 
Then?  will  lie.  an  opportunity  for  q»- 
j.nd  discussion  after  eaieli  addi  • 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


The  Puntdu  Co-operative  Sock- 
•on  has  received  a visit  from 


who  made  a t) 
fitting  departi n 
complete  rigout 
therein,  even  t. 
He  left  his  old 


nigh  iiisjactioii^ 

selected  from 
underclothing 

lothes  behind. 


The  ediu-aticn.il  committee  ;«♦  *'.«*  ; ,rJ. 
Society  have  adopted  the  loHoiyiut . ' Jtl 

emphatic  protost  aganiH.  ^ ■ 

conductor  the  Government  in  1,1  , 
utmost  aid  in  money  and  kind  to  t '*• 
children  in  Huw>ia»  ’ 


Mabch  25.  1922. 
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IVY  TosVehs 

EdWin  Elliott 


C ii ai'Teh  VIII.— Friends  ok  Foes? 

(Continued). 

• .Miss  Hazi.ethorpi:,  " Aubrey  so  id,  almost 

sternly.  “I  cannot  listen.  My  6wn -happi- 
ness lias  naught  to  do  with  things  now.  I 
dare  not  be  weak.  Besides,  a man  is  nn- 
jiuinly  it  he  flinches  under  pain.  And  if  we 
are  to  be  enemies ” 

I did  not  say  we  must  he.’,’  she  broke  in. 
‘•You  said  that  you  might  be  compelled  , 
to  regard  me  as  one.” 

“Compelled?  Oh,  Mr.  At-tercliffe,  I beg, 

I implore — hefote  it  is  too  late  — — ” 
•Hush!"  he  interrupted.  "No  more. 
They  are  coming.” 

It  was  true.  Footsteps  were  heard  in 
the  corridor,  many  of  them.  They  grew 
louder,  they  neated  the  room,  they  reached 
the  door.  It  was  thrown  open,  and  five 
gentlemen  entered  the  room,  the  Earl  of 
llling water,  Mr.  Curshaw,  Doctor  Fenwick, 
and  two  other  well-known  local' medical  men. 
They  were  talking  in  subdued  tones  as  they 
entered. 

“ There  cannot  l>e  the  vestige  of  doubt 
as  to  the  cause  of  death,”  said  Dr.  Fenwick. 

*•  None  whatever,”  assented  his  col- 
leagues. 

1 ‘We  may  as  well  dose  the  door  before  we 
listen  to  your  report,”  interposed  Lord 
Illmgwnter.  " Ah  .Miss  Hnzlechorpe,.  you 
here?  Do  you  desire  to  hear  what  ithe 
doctors  'say  ?”,' 

“ Yes,”  said  Stella,  firmly,  though  Hot 
without  a shudder. 

As  soon  as  the  door  was  closed,  and  all 
were  seated,  Doctor  Fenwick  cleared  his 
throat,  and  began:  — . 

' You  will  understand  that  what  I am 
about  to  say  is  quite  informal,  so  to  speak. 
•The  inquest. has  yet  to  be  held.  I look  upon 
this  ns  a little  preliminary  and  privileged 
conference  among  those  vitally  concerned  in 

the  (.ISO.  . . 

• Well,  1 may  ,say,  and  qnv  col  league" 
here  will  endorse  my  .words,.;  that  tins  Evi- 
dence of-  strangulation  is  absolutely  o^ei'- 
wl  . lining.  Quite  apart  from  the  mark  upon 
the  throat-,  there  is-  proof . positive  of  the 
fait.  The  post-mortem  has  set  that  fact 
beyond,  the  possibility  of  doubt. 

Out  opinion  is  that  she  was  pushed,  or 
thrown,  - into-  the  water,  and  that  as  she 
•attempted  'to  struggle  out,  the — er— indi- 
vidual who  committed  the  crime,  snatching 
probably  at  the  first  thing  that  came  to 
hand,  drew  it  tightly  round  the  neck  of 
the  deceased. 

"You  will  easily  understand  that  the 
shuck  of  immersion'  would  reduce  Miss 
Attoiclitfes  power  of  resistance  to  a 
luinimum.  The  only  point  of  doubt 
iu  our  minds  is  whether  she  was  pushed 
into  the  water  or  whether  she  slipped 
in.  This,  of  course,  would  be  a very 
vital  point  if  death  had  been  due  to  drown- 
ing. ft  is  quite  n minor  point  now  that  we 
Know  that  life  uas  destroyed  by  the  act  of 
deliberate  strangulation. 

" The.  inquiry  will  hinge  largely  upon  the 
question  as  to  what,  kind  of  article  was  used 
for  the  perpetration  of  the  crime.  We 
cmmol,  of. course,  definitely  Say  what  it 
'y  iv  But  we.  are  certain  it  was  not  a cord. 
Something^  soft,  something  that  could  be 
twislod  ijeadjly,  such  as  a thin  silk  wrap, 

3 M ' a .sash,  _ or  .even  a . large  handker- 
tincl,  was  used,  in  our  opinion.” 

Hector  Fenwick  paused  here.  His  last 
wonls  brought  something  like  relief  to 
Stella's  throbbing  heart.  “ Or  even  a large 
handkerchief.”  Only  men  carried  large 
handkerchiefs. 

; Win  r ask  you.  Miss  Hadechorpe,”  - 
I'cinvick ; to'tlie  girl,  "if  Miss  Atter- 
l'hH'  was  weaning'  anything  that  could  l>e 
use  I ; or  micJi  a purpose  when  she  left  the 

urn  wing-room?’^ 

•'/"  said'  tstella,  rathoyr  faintly.  ' 
'°u  are  quite  sure,”  here- Doctor  Fen- 
"ai  k spoke  very  deliberately  indeed,  " that 
►no  was  wearing  nothing  red  in  the  way 
0,  silk  or  ribbon?” 

faltered  the  girl,  gaspingly. 

” hv  lo  you  ask?" 

' f or  this  reason.  Clinging  to  the  brooch 
of  n:'S  v"'e!1.r'n'S  we  discovered  a fragment 
silk,  real  silk,  If  she  was  wearing  nothing 
the  sort  at  the  time,  then  there  can  be 
tie  doubt  that  the  fragment :•  of  silk  Was 
v ,u  ,r°m  the  article  with  which  the  voting 
Ja%  was  strangled.” 

1 • a ns  -the-  room  w.-ffc  beginning 
.'  ‘I'm.  she  knew  tluit  Naomi  had  a strong 
. , ’"i  Ior  sashes.  It  was  Iter  onlv  weak-- 
.'th  ' 1,1  matter  of  costume,  which  in 
r,  UsU:|l  way  troubled,  hpr  but  little. 

I «p  “mmont — an  intensely  painful 

Hazletiiorpe’c;  cun  vk-t  ions 
tail  ii  ftun'  ^^berto  she  had  felt  so  ber- 
\-  ‘ 1,11  Horace  was  t b$  murderer,  and  that- 
Uood'ii'>Vas  w^y.on.^tmJduig  him. 

R i , VVVeP  • Was  it  possiblf.  after  all  i-?  ’ 
“ielv  aV0uellt  the  idea  desper- 

4‘  anS  fiercely,  and  she  was  determined, 
kn^rr-  “ things,  that  Aubrey,  who  she 
^ l watching  her  closely,  should  read 
mce  no  signs  of  her  inward  perturba- 


lie 


of'^T/ip  Sffifce  of  Dc’epfieii*'.' 
iso  ty  Poic  e fa  in  f>i>mcince'  efc. 


tions.  So,  shaking  her  head  and  shrugging 
her  shoulders,  she  siiid,  coldly:  — 

“ I am  sorry  I cannot  give  you  any  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  sir.  After^all.  a 
mere  wisp  of  red  silk  cannot  be  of  much 
importance." 

" By  i.tsell,.  no."  said  Fenwick.  " But  as 
it  means  of  identification  of  the  complete 
article  it  might  become  of  the  highest 
importance.  "• 

Stella  shivered,  but  made  no  reply.  But 
at  this  point  the  earl  intervened,  and  there 
was  the  suggestion  of  rebuke  both  in  his 
tones  and  words. 

" Are  we  not  somewhat  premature?  The' 
court  will  inquire  into  these  matters,  and  it 
is  as  well  that  we  should  not  prejudge  them 
iu  any  way.” 

"That  is  true,  my  lord,”  said  Aubrey, 
with  cold  severity.  "Let  us  at  least  wait 
until  after  to-morrow.  Do  you  know,”  he 
asked,  turning  to  Fenwick,  " whether  the 
police  tvill  be  represented  at  the  inquest?” 

" The  local  police,  yes.  Scotland  Yard 
has  as  yet  made  no  sign.  Will  you  be  repre- 
sented, Mr.  Atterelitfe?  As  the  nearest 
representative  of  the  deceased,  you  Mill  be 
entitled  to  that  privilege." 

" Privilege,  sir?  It  is  a question  of  right, 
not  privilege.  Yes,  for  the  present.  Mr. 
Curshaw  will  represent  me.” 

“ And  you,  my  lord?” 

This,  of  course. 'was  to  the  carl,  who 
lifted  his  brows,  and  replied  coldly:  — 

"I  shall  have  no  locus  standi,  as  Mr. 
Curshaw  would  say.  1 shall  of  course,  do 
what  1 think  right  in  the  matter.  I' tterlyv 

shocked  and  grieved  as- 1 am,  beyond  the 
fact  that  the  awful  deed  Mas  committed  on 
my  grounds,  and  while  the  deceased  was 
actually  one  of  my  guests,  there  is  nothing 
to  bring  me  or  mine  into  the  affair.  That, 
•undoubtedly,  is  what'tlie  coroner  will  say.” 
He  spoke  M’ith  quiet  emphasis,  and  as 
though  what  he  was  saying  was  beyond  dis- 
pute. But  Aubrey  took  it  in  tj*c  light  of  a 
challenge,  and  he  answered  at  once:  — 

“ It  would  be  as  well  not  to  anticipate, 
my  lord.  Wc  all  have  our  duties  to  perform, 
and  I have  no  intention  to  Hindi  from  mine. 
Justice  shall  be- done,  so  far' as  I can  com- 
mand it,  and  I'  shall  count  no  sacrifice  too 
great  for  that  end." 

He  looked  straight  at  the  peer  as  lie 
spoke,  and  then  at  Stella,  who  stood  slightly 
in  the  rear  of  his  lordship. 

Lord  Illingwater  read  defiance  in  the 
young  man's  face,  and,  if  the  truth  must  be 
told,  not  M'ith  out  dismay,  for  he  kiieM'  that 
there  was  no  wavering  in  Aubrey’s  nature. 

But  Stella  felt  something  more  painful 
even  than  dismay,  a keen,  sharp  pang  be- 
cause Fate — cruel,  relentless  Fate — was 
forcing  her  to  regard  this  man  as  an  enemy, 
tire  man  who  was  interesting  her  in  spite'  of 
herself,  and  whose  evident  suffering  wrung 
her  woman’s  heart. 

She  felt  as  if  a tragedy  were  - preparing 
infinitely  sadder  than  the  death  of  Muriel— 
a tragedy  that  would  carry  unutterable 
desolation  into  several  hearts,  and  which 
might  result  in  the  most  appalling  injustice. 

And  yet  she  felt  that  she  could  never  hate 
this  man,  even  if  lie  should  whip  the  dogs 
of  the  law  until  they  embedded  tljeir’ 
fangs  in  the  quivering  flesh  of  the  innocent. 
She  fyid  discovered  tlmt  one  cun  neither 
hate  nor  love  at  will. 

Chapter  IS. — The  Inquest  and  After. 
Framley  was  a large  village  or  a small 
town.  The  definition  is  of  small  conse- 
quence. It  is  a distinction  without  a differ- 
ence. Framley  was  quito-progrossive.  Its 
High-street  was  broad,  straight,  and  well- 
puved.  while  some- of  the  shops  would  not 
have  disgraced. a highly  respectable  London 
suburb. 

It  had  two  hotels,  a post-office,  cj.  modest 
Town  Hall,  a public  mortuary,  etc.  Bui  it 
did  not  boast  a coroner’s  court.  Inquests, 
which  were  quite  rare,  occurrences,  were  held 
in  any  convenient  room  available.  They 
Merc  purely  formal  affairs  in  the  usual  May. 
and  seldom  excited  much  interest. 

But  the  inquest  dealing  with  the  fate  of 
Muriel  Auerc-liffe  Mas  a totally  different 
affair.  The  news  had  spread  far  and  wide, 
and  curiosity  had  been  roused  to  an  extreme 
pitch. 

Newspapers  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
sent  their  representatives  to  the  inquiry, 
notabilities  for  miles  round  were -intimating 
tlielr  intention  of  being  present,  while  the 
general  public  would  most  certainly  turn  up 
iii  large  numbers. 

' • Consequently  the  largest  of  the  parish 
schoolrooms  was  requisitioned,  and  con- 
verted into  ri  fairly  convenient  court. 

At  half-past  ten  nil 'was  ready  for  the 
'openingllof  tins  momentous  inquiry.  Sir 
James  LusMord.  Coroner  for  South  Dale- 
shire,  M.isC  in  his:  seat,  and  was  busily  en- 
gaged in -arranging  his  papers -on  the  desk 
in  front  of  ' him.  The  jurd  ’had  answered!  it* 
their  names;  and  had  been  flhly  sworn.  At— 
the  press  table  was  a long  row  ol  shorthand 
experts  with  their  notebooks  open. 

At  the  solicitors'  table  sat  Aubrey,  with 
Mr.  Curshaw  by  his  side;  while  at  the  other 
end  sat  Mr.  Evelon  Raslileigh,  a local  attor- 
ney of  good  repute,  who.  with  Inspector 
Davey,  represented  the  district  police. 


All  the  available  space  on  the  dais,  except 
that  actually  required  by  the  Coroner,  was 
occupied  by  South  Daleshire  J.P.’s.  includ- 
ing the  chairman  of  the  bench,  the  Earl  of 
Illingwater. 

It  only  remains  to  be  added  that  the  rest 
of  the  room  M'as  densely  packed  with  eager 
and  excited  spectators. 

After  certain  preliminaries,  more  or  less 
formal.  Dr.  Femvick  was  called  upon  to  give 
evidence.  His  examination  was  confined  to 
the  finding  of  the  body  and'  his  expert  view's 
as  to  the  cause  of  death. 

" Had  complete  immersion  taken  place, 
doctor?"  asked  the  Coroner. 

" 01..  yes.” 

" Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  deceased  met 
her  death  by  drowning?” 

It  is  my  opinion  that  she  did  not.” 

" What  do  you  say  was  the  cause  of 
death?” - 

■'  Strangulation.” 

• When  did  you  arrive  at  that  conclu- 
sion ?" 

Almost  at  the  first  glance.  The  eyes 
Mere  staring,  the  tongue  slightly  protrud- 
ing. and  the  skin  was  blotchy.  These  are 
signs  of  strangujation.  not  of  drowning." 

"Did*  you  discover  any  corroboratory 
evidence?" 

Yes.  Around  the  throat  was  a very 
distinct  mark,  showing  that  something  had 
been 'tightly  tied  around  it.” 

"Was  life  extinct  alien  the  body  was 
discovered  ?” 

" Quite." 

.“.Can  you  give  any  estimate  of  the  lapse 
ol  time  beta-eon  death  and  the  discovery  of 
the  body?” 

" Only  an  .approximate  one.  The  body 
was  quite  cold,  but  perfectly  limp.  Not 
more  than  two  hours,  and  not* less  than  half- 
an-hour,  is  all  1 can  say.” 

" Do  you  think  it  might  liaVe  been  a case 
of  suicide  ?” 

" It  is  a physical  impossibility.” 

" Do  you  say  that  it  is  a. case  of  murder?” 
" 1 do." 

11  Is  there  any  evidence  of  a struggle?” 

“ Not  strong  evidence;  but  on  the  arms, 
just  below  the  .shoulders,  are  some  plain 
linger  marks,  as  though  someone  had 
clutched  her  tightly.” 

“ Are  the  finger  marks  those  of  a man?” 
" I cannot  say." 

What  kind  of  article,  iu  your  opinion, 
w»t  used-' to' strangle"  the  deceased?” 

‘ I cannot  say  definitely.  It  was  not  a 
rope  or  cord.  It  was  something  soft,  some- 
thnig  that  could  lie  twisted,  a small  silken 
A' rap,  a scarf,  a band  of  aide  ribbon,  or 
e\en  a large  handkerchief.” 

" The  handkerchief  you  mention  u'ould 
l ave  to  be  a large  one?" 

“ Oh.  yes.” 

"Not  such  a one  as  ladies  use?” 

" Oil,., dear,  no." 

7/Do  ytm  incline  _ to  the  handkerchief 
theory?” 

" l do  not?'  rtire  fo 'theorise.'1  I can  only 
testify  to  the  fact  that  it  is  a "perfectly 
feasible  theory." 

" I have  an  important  question  to  put  to 
ycu,  Dr.  Femvick.  -Have  you  discovered 
anything  that  could  be  considered  a clue  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  article  with  which  the 
ciime  Was  committed?" 

"I  discovered,  clinging  to  the  bfoo'ch 
m bich  the  deceased  was  wearing,  a fragment 
of  woven  red  silk.  It  was  not  part  of  any 
garment  Miss  Atterdiffe  was  wearing.  The 
natural  hypothesis  is  that  it  wa?  torn  from 
something  that  had  been  around  her 
throat.”' 

" Have  the  police  taken* possession!  of  that 
l.rooch;  with  the  piece  of  silk  attached ? It 
is  very  important  that  it  should  be  in  safe 
cm  tody.” 

Here  Aubrey  rose,  and,  disregarding  the 
nudges  of  his; legal  adviser,  said:  — 

l have  it  in  mv  possession,  Sir  Janies. 
I have  the  right,  for  I,  and  not  the  police, 
am  the  defender  of  my  sister,  and  possibly 
1 may.  become' the- prosecutor  of  her- slayer. 
But  I am  quite  willing  to  give- evidence  now 
and  to  produce- this-  important  link  in  -the 
chain  of  testimony  necessary  for  the 
assassin's  conviction.” 

Tile  Coroner  looked  rather  dubiously  at 
the  young  man  ; hut  after  a short  pause  he 
said:  — 

" Will  you  l>e  good  enough  to  take  your 
place  at  the  witness  rail.  Mr.  Atterdiffe? 
Out  of  consideration  for  your  feelings,  l had 
decided  not  to  take  your  evidence  to-day. 
But  as  yoii.  have  tendered  ft,  1 caff  billy  say 
that  I am  quite  willing  to  receive  it  now.” 
Aubrey  walked  to  the  witness  stand,  took 
the-  oath,  and  waited  for  Sir  James  tt>  ques- 
tion- him.  He  n-as  regarded  by  everyone 
with  much  curiosity  and.  on  the  wiiple,  M'ith 
a good. deal  of  sympathy. 

The  Coroner  sqemed  a trifle  flurried,  and 
not  quite  certain  what  questions  to  put.  So 
at  last  he  said  in  a tentative  sort  of  way:  — 
" I believe  you  Mere  much  attached  to  the 
deceased,  Mr.  Atterdiffe?" 

’ ‘ ' She  ivas  very,  very  dear  to  me."  was 
the  reply,  uttered  in  a low  voice,  and  with , 
n"  nervous  clenching  and  unclenching  of  the 
hands. 

"I  believe."  said  Sir  James,  "that  you 
Mere  the  first  to  discover  the  body?" 

" I M-as,”  said  the  witness,  with  a visible 
shudder. 

" Did  the  Mater  quite  cover  the.  face  of 
the  deceased?" 

" Yes;  but  not  more  than  an  inch  or  so.” 
" Did  you  tiling  .she  had  been  drowned?” 
•'So  far  as  I. Mas  capable,  of  thinking  at 
all.  I did." 

••  You  had.  no  thought  .of  niurjer  tkeu?” 

“ I r: I Iifjqi. , /tell  you  M[hat  . my  thoughts 
uvre.  Foy  th*-  moment  I was  top  distraught 
to  reason,.  ,1  (,au  say  no  more  tliuu  that.” 
After. a.  pause  tffe  Coroner  changed  the 
subject,  and  asked:  — 

••  Have  you  brought  with  you  the  brooch 
spoken  of  by  Dx.  Fenwick?” 

• I have.” 

As  he  answered,  he  took  from  til?  breast 


pocket  of  the  coat  lie  M as  -wearing  a small 
cardboard  box.  M'hich  lie  handed  up  to  Sir 
James.  The  latter  took  it  and  scrutinised 
its  contents  carefully  for  some  seconds, 
alter  which  he  passed  it  on  to  the  jury,  with 
tlio  remark:  — 

"The  fragment  of  silk  is  so  small-  a few 
strands  one  might- say— that  it  does  not  en- 
lighten us  much,  nt  present  at  any  rate. 
Of  course,  il  the  missing  article  itself  Mere 
found,  this  tiny  morsel  of  silk  might  prove 
to  be  of  the  highest  value.  It  ought.  Iiom- 
cver.  to  be  impounded,  and  handed  over  to 
the  police.” 

" 1 beg  yuur  pardon.  Sir  James."  pro- 
tested .Aubrey ; " but  1 cannot  consent  to 
that.  This  i-  not  n prosecution,  and  1 have 
my  doubts  as-  to  whether  til©  police  have 
any  standing  in  the  case  at  all.  I must 
press  for  the  return  of  the  brooch." 

-Mr.  Atterclitte,"  intervened  the 
Coroner,  " have  you  any  .further  evidence  to 
g\v© — facts,  of  course,  not  opinions?” 

" Not  at  present,  sir."  replied  the  young 
man,  rather  doggedly.  "I  inay’have’much 
to  say  at  a later  stage.” 

He  stepped  from  the  M'itness  stand,  and 
then  vStella  was  called  upon  to  take  his 
place.  After  a few  preliminary  inquiries 
Sir  Janie:*  asked:  — 

Wef©  you  in  the  drawing-room  m-Iioii 
the  deceased-  left  it  to  go  into  the  conserva- 
tory?” 

■ 1 was.” 

" Had  she  in  any  way  indicated  hei*  inten- 
tions?” 

" She  had  not.” 

“Hum!  And  mIi^ii  she  did  not  return, 
what  did  you  do?” 

"I  asked  Nao  Miss  Leferier  to  go  and 
find  her.” 

" And  when  neither  of  t-llem  returned, 
what  did  you  do?” 

“Miss  Ellingfort  and  I wont  into  the  con- 
servatory to  seek  them  both.” 

" And  did  you  find  them?” 

“No.  The  place  was- ’quite  empty." 

" Did  you  seek  them  on  the  balcony?” 

7 Yes.  But  they  weep  not  there." 

“ Could  you  see  them  in  the  grounds  any- 
where ?’ ' 

“ No;  I saw  no  one;  but  Miss  Ellingfort 

says  ” 

" Never  mind  M-hnt  Miss  Ellingfort  says. 
£he  will  testify  for  herself.  You  then  re- 
turned to  the  drawing-room,  L believe?” 
" I did.” 

" When  the  gentlemen  came  in  fro.nl  tho 
dining-room,  did  you  tell  them  of  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  young  ladies?” 

" Not  at  first.” 

"Was  Mr.  Horace  Despa  rd  , one  of  the 
first  to  notice  their  absence?” 

" Y-es,"  said  Stella,  father  slowly. 

" Did  you  have  a conversation  M'ith  him 
on  the  subject?" 

" Er — not  exactly.  But  I had  a conversa- 
tion Mritli  him.” 

“ Will  you  tell  -the  tho  nature  of  that 
•conversation?"  , • , 

" 1. — 1 M pjild  rather  not, 

" Very  well;  F Mill  not  press  it  flow'.  At 
the  conclusion  of  this  dialogue  what’  did  Mr. 
Dtspnrd  do?" 

" He  went  out  tp  seek  Nao— Miss 
Leferier.” 

" You  are  sure  it  M’ns  to  seek  Miss 
Leferier?" 

" Y-es." 

" Was  lie  excited?” 

•'  Yes — oli,  yes. 

After  Lord  Illingwater  and  Sir  John 
Clayton' biid  told  the  ccnift  whut  they  knew, 
tne  Coroner  cleared  Ills  throat,  and, made 
a little  /speech.  . 

"1  sha|l  only  call  two  more  witnes-es  to- 
day— t'ivo  that  I -have  jnirposely  left  to  tho 
last;  After  m-o  have  heard  them  L shall 
adjourn  the  case  for  a . fortnight,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  ample  time  for  investiga- 
tion, and  for  the  public  authorities  to  come 
to  a full  and  final  decfsfbn  as  to  the  course 
they  mean  to  pursue.)  . Cull  Mis?  Naomi 
Leferier!  ,£T0  jjjj • cOntix-deu. ] 
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The  name  of  Nestle’s  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity,  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  content s of  the  i in 
decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 
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THE  QUALITY  LINE. 

Silver  Seal 
margarine 


::  ::  Made  from  the  :: 

FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS, 
Specially  refined.  Churned  with 
RICH  CHESHIRE  MILK. 

Mixed  with  the  maximum 
quantity  of  BEST  BUTTER 
allowed  by  law.  Manufactured 

by  BRITISH  CO-OPERA- 
::  TIVE  LABOUR.  ::  :: 


BETTER  than  Cheap  Butter 
::  ::  of  Inferior  Quality.  ::  :: 


PACKING  CASES, 
MOULDINGS, 
and  TIMBER 

OF  ALL  DESCRIPTIONS, 

SUPPLIED  BY  fUE 

C.W.  S. 

PACKING  CASE  WINKS, 

VERE  STREET,  SALFORD, 

MANCHESTER. 


Committees  are  invited  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  C.W.  S.  Packing  Cate  Works 
for  their  requirements  in  wood  work.  :: 


Stoek,  Sell, 

and  Smoke 

C.W.S. 

GOLD  FLAKE 

C.W.S. 

CIGA 

NAVY  CUT 

RETTES 

Mind  you  ask  for 

C.W. 

^ Gold  Flake 

when  next  at  the  Stores. 

Don’t  take 

any  others;  but  say  it 

MUST 

BE  C.W.S. 

Che  co-operative  Ketos 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

The  Editor  welcomes  o j final  contributions  on  subjects  of  interest  to  co-operators. 
Except  in  special  circumstances,  articles  should  he  kept  down  to  about  700  words.  Payment 
trill  be  made  for  articles  published,  end  conhiba'.ions  accompanied  bp  stamped  addressed 
envelopes  will  he  returned  if  not  wed.  All  such  contributions,  and  correspondence  relating  to 
them  and  o literary  contents  of  the  "News,"  should  be  addressed  “ THE  EDITOR." 
Orders,  inquiries,  and  correspondence  relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and 
deliveries  of  the  " News"  should  be  addressel  to  " THE  MANAGER,"  at  the  sime  address 
Delay  mau  arise  when  communications  are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO- 
OPERATIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS.  LONG  MILLGATE,  MANCHESTER. 
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THE  END  OF  A DARK 
CHAPTER. 

As  we  had  anticipated,  the.  C.W.S.  balance  sheet 
for  the  second  half  of  1921  shows  another  heavy  loss. 
It  is  a loss  greater  than  some  expected  ; but  it  is  less 
than  others  expected  when  the  balance  sheet  for  the 
first  half  of  the  year  was  under  discussion  six  months  ago. 

The  loss,  according  to  co-operative  methods  of 
calculation,  is  £1,416,615  ; but  to  bring  the  loss  up 
to  that  figure  there  have  been  added  to  the  actual  trade 
loss  interest  and  other  charges  which  are  not  usually 
paid  by'  trading  companies  unless  the  trade  shows  a 
profit.  The  actual  trade  loss  is  £445,491  ; but  reserve 
funds  have  been  tapped  to  pay  £650774  of  interest,  and 
£320,350  for  depreciation  of  property  which  co-operators 
regard  as  fixed  charges. 

It  is  remarkable  evidence  of  the  strength  of  the 
C.W.S.  that’  it  has  been  able  to  meet  this  loss,  as  it 
was  able  to  meet  the  loss  of  nearly  three-and-a-half 
millions  six  months  ago,  without  depriving  a single 
shareholder,  in  the  C.W.S.  or  in  the  retail  societies 
which  are  federated,  of  a single  penny  of  capital.  The 
C.W.S.  shares  stand  at  the  same  transfer  value  to-day 
as  they  did  when  the  trade  boom  was  at  its  height ; 
a society7  applying  for  additional  shares  as  its  member- 
ship grows  will  pay  the  same  for  them  now'  as  it  would 
have  paid  two  years  ago,  and -no  retail  society  in  the 
country  will  hesitate  to  take  these  additional  shares. 
That  is-  perhaps  a crucial  test ; and  there  are  many 
highly  reputed  business  concerns  in  the  country7  whose 
shareholders  would  be  glad  to  know  that  they  could 
transfer  their  shares  at  anything  near  par  value. 

The  reserve  fund  of  the  society7  stands  «at  £642,068, 
which  is,  roughly,  about  n\-  per  cent,  of  the  share 
capital ; and  the  insurance  fund,  from  which  £r ,000,000 
was  transferred  six  months  ago  to  augment- the  reserve 
fund,  now  stands  at  £940,750.  It  is  probably  not 
necessary  to  explain  to  co-operators,  but  it  is  as  well 
to  mention  for  the  benefit  of  non-co-operators,  that 
this  fund  .has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  funds 
of  the  Lo-operative  Insurance  Society,  which  exceed 
£2,000,000.  The  insurance  fund  mentioned,  which 
only  covers  certain  domestic  risks  to  which  the  C.W.S. 
itself  is  exposed,  had  claims  against  it  during  the  half- 
year  amounting  to  only  £29,291,  and  there  was  a net 
increase  in  the  fund  amounting  to  £55,776. 

The  loss  is  not  surprising,  all  things  considered. 
Purchasing  pow'er  of  the  working  classes  was  seriously 
reduced  by  aggravated  unemployment  during  the  half- 
year.  That  accounts  readily  enough  for  the  decrease 
of  29 § per  cent,  in  trade.  The  falling-off,  very'  naturally, 
has  been  chiefly  in  drapery  goods,  furniture  and  fur- 
nishings ; 'and  these  departments  will  probably  find 
it  difficult  to  get  back  to  l heir  old  rates  of  progress  so 
long  as  the  housing  shortage  lasts  even  if  industry 
generally  takes  a turn  for  the  better.  The  unemploy- 
ment and  poverty  of  so  many  people  has  also  affected 
the  trade  in  groceries  and  provisions  and  coal ; but 
in  these  departments  the  decreases  have  been  lowest. 

The  position  of  the  society  with  regard  to  stocks  is 
similar  to  its  position  with  regard  to  capital.  It  requires 
a considerable  amount  of  capital  in  a sufficiently  liquid 
state  to  meet  the  demands  of  a business  so  enormous  ; 
and  it  requires  fairly  heavy  stocks  of  goods  to  meet 
the  demands  of  a clientele  so ’extensive  and  so  wide- 
spread. Naturally,  the  writing  down  of  stock  to 
realisable  values  when  slump  follows  boom  must  affect 
the  society's  assets  very  considerably.  Stock  has  been 
so  written  down  and  investments  have  also  been  taken 
at  depreciated  value.  In  these  respects  the  Wholesale 
has  done  well  to  face  the  situation  much  as  it  may  dis- 
like the  reduction  of  its  reserve,  depreciation,  and  in- 
surance funds ; for  it  enables  the  society  to  settle  down 
to  the  actual  conditions  of  present-day  trade. 

We  are  face  to  face  With  the  trouble  in  the  engineering 
trades,  and  nobody  can  say  at  present  to  what  extent 
that  trouble  may  be  aggravated,  or  what  other  trades 
it  may  involve  before  it  is  settled  ; but  there  is  good 
ground  for  hoping  that  the  end  of  the  losses  have  been 
readied.  The  president  of  the  CAV>S.  stated  only 'a 
fortnight  ago  that  there  would  probably  be  a profit 
on  the  present  half-year's  working  ; and  in  that,  Jie 
was  not  only  giving  voice  to  his  own  anticipation,  bpt 
to  tire  hopes  of  all  co-operators. 

Details  relating  to  the  various  departments  arc^gicen 
in  the  balance  sheet,,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  these 
will  be  discusset^retty  freely  at  the  qqarteily  meetings. 
With  respect  to  son 'e  of  Ahem,’ ye  do  not'hfe&ate  to 

that  Thefe.^h  are 


of  mouths  the  CAY  S,  might  legitimately  expect  to  In- 
called  upon  to  fill,  the  output  from  the  flour  mills 
should  reach  seven  million  sacks  per  year.  That  re- 
presents less  than  75  per  cent,  of  the  possible  total  on 
the  sugar  census  figures  and- makes  no  allowance  for 
the  increase  in  membership  since  ; but  the  total  output 
from  the  C.W.S.  mills  is  only  about  three  million  sacks 
per  year,  and  for  the  last  half-year  the  mills  recorded 
a loss  of  £90,792.  Flour  is  not  a luxury,  and  we  under 
stand  that  societies  have  no  reason  to  find  fault  with 
either  C.W.S.  quality  or  CAV.S.  price.  Some  societies 
are  doing  100  per  cent,  of  their  trade  with  the  C.W.S 
mills ; but  that  makes  the  defection  on  the  part  of 
others  all  the  greater.  These  societies  arc  not  buying 
all  their  flour  from  the  C.W.S.,  or  the  members  are  not 
buying  their  flour  or  their  bread  from  these  societies. 
Committees  could  profitably  inquire  which  of  these  is 
the  correct  explanation.  A similar  investigation  might 
be  made  locally  with  regard  to  tea,  butter,  sugar,  mar- 
garine, bacon,  boots,  and  clothing;  and  committees 
might  well  apply  the  rule  that  buyers  must  not  p;es 
the  Wholesale  without  explanation  to  the  committee  or 
without  frank  explanation  to  the  CAV.S.  directors. 
In  many  of  the  most  essential  departments  the  CAV.S. 
caunot  be  beaten  ; and  co-operators  ought  not  to  desert 
the  Wholesale  without  offering  some  defence. 

In  the  meantime,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  reached 
the  end  of  a dark  chapter.  The  C.W.S.,  no  doubt,  could 
have  held  considerable  stocks  at  a higher  figure  and 
shown  a smaller  loss  , but  by  getting  down  to  bottom 
values  they  have  cleared  the  trade  departments  .4 
impediments  to  progress,  and  the  way  should  be  clear 
for  a fresh  advance.  The  CAV.S.  directors  and  managers 
cannot  make  that  advance  by  themselves.  Their 
organisation  is  but  one  part  of  a co-operative  movement ; 
and  all  the  parts  must  move  together. 


CO-OPERATORS  AND  GENOA. 

Wk  mentioned  last  week  that  the  Prime  Minister 
had  definitely  turned  down  the  request  made  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  for  representatives  of  the 
British  co-operative  movement  to  be  permitted  to 
attend  the  Genoa  Conference  in%an  advisory  or  con- 
sultative capacity. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes,  on  Thursday,  put  a question  in  the 
House  of  Commons  with  reference  to  the  matter,  lie 
asked  whether  his  personal  attention  had  been  drawn 
to  the  request  made  that  persons  connected  with  Hr- 
co-operative  movement  in  this  country  and  fully 
conversant  with  the  international  activities  of  the 
co-operative  societies  should  be  present  to  give  advice 
desired  on  points  that  may  arise.  Fie  further  asked 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  representatives  «>i 
co-operative  societies  in  other  countries  would  be  present 
at  Genoa,  and  that  during  the  war  tributt;  was  paid  t<> 
the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  the  British  co- 
operative societies,  he  would  re-consider  the  matter 
and  grant  the  request  made  by  this  movement  wl)i‘  b 
represents  a large  section  of  the  community,  and  which, 
by  reason  of  its  international  connection,  is  in  a position 
to  render  assistance  in  developing  international  trade. 

Mr.  Lloyd  George  was  planting  potatoes  at  Criccu  th, 
but  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  replied.  The  Prime 
Minister  was  aware  of  the  request,  he  fully  recognised 
the  achievements  of  the  co-operative  movement,  but, 
as  at  present  advised,  doubted  the  necessity  of  arranging 
for  representatives  of  the  movement  to  be  in  Genoa 
during  the  conference.  He  was  not  aware  of  the 
arrangements  being  made  by  other  countries,  but  it 
was  “ obviously  necessary  to  keep  within  reasonable 
limits”  the  number  of  persons  who  should  be  asked 
to  be  available  for  immediate  consultation,  and  d 
would  dearly  be  impossible  to  provide  for  the  presence 
of  every  organisation  directly  or  indirectly  concerned 
in  the  matters  which  will  be  under  discussion. 

Capitalist  papers  see  “ no  reason  why  llu  sc 
trading  concerns  ” should  be  accorded  a special  phu  e 
at  Genoa  “ any  more  than  representatives  of  the  great 
London  stores.”  The  system  which  the  great  London 
stores  represent  will  be  accorded  a place  at  Genoa 
despite  the  fact  that  the  same  system  has  very  largely 
made  the  Genoa  Conference  necessary.  We  go  furthci, 
and  add  that  if  the  Prime  Minister  persist-  as  at 
present  advised,”  in  consulting  nobody  but  the  repre- 
sentatives of  that  system  of  trading,  Genoa  will  not 
be  the  last  conference  necessary,  and  the  exponen 
of  the  co-operative  system  will  ultimately  have  to  >c 
brought  into  conference  before  the  European . mk-s 
is  cleared  up.  . 

We  hope  the  Prime  Minister  will  seek  further  advice, 
and  that  having  obtained  it  he  will  realise  that  it  will 
be  worth  while  to  give  consideration  to  the  movement 
which  \v as  hailed  as  a great  national  force  in  every 
country  during  tlie  war,  which  entered  into  its  obliga- 
tions7 to  the  various  countries  in  Europe  without  eye 
tfwtaown  aggrandisement  but  with  a clear  clean  .-e»  '- 
of  dtttVg&nd  which  recognises  that  the  duty  most  pi1 
iug  upcif  it  in  eveiy  country  to  day  is  the  duty  01  '!,,:n '■ 
ithe  tin'll gs  that  are  necessary  to  save  Europe  with' 
haggling  about  chickens  that  may  never  be  ImMr  '- 
The  -nationat^CTV operative  organisations  of  Europe  * 
in  a slate  ofTeifect  friendliness  and  comradeship 


id 

the,  advice  of  the  ^representatives  of  such  an  org.mi  ^ 
tion  should  be  of  some  value  to  a statesman  who  P- 


say  that  the  nghfes  given  iu 

holding  societies  arid  their  members  have”  it  in  their.  t,Mi»  .. — — - 

own  bauds  to  improve  the  position,  enormously.  fesses  a desire  to  see  the  national  Governments  01  ■ ^ 

In  the  case  of  flour,  for  example,  if  we  estimated  only  rise  to  the  same  state  of  peace,  friendship,  an  ,11U 
upon  the  sugar  rationing  scheme  a^.showing  the  number  J helpfulness. 


MXnt'H  25,  1022. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


notes  and  notions. 

THE  WISDOM  OF  BUMBLE. 

Correspondence  between  Farnham  Society  and  the  local 
Hoard  of  Guardians  has  raised  a very  interesting  point.  The 
Guardians  seem  to  take  up  the  attitude  that,  generally,  relief 
purchase  ordeis  are  to  be  given  on  the  establishment  with  which 
the  applicant  for  relief  usually  deals  ; and;  in  accordance  with 
that  custom,  they  have  issued  some  orders  on  the  local  society. 
]n  writing  with  reference  to  fi  complaint  by  the  society,  the 
Clerk  to  the  Guardians  makes  the  point  that  “ it  is' doubtful  if 
a pci-son  who  is  a member  of  the  society,  and  therefore  presum- 
ably 111! ring  a financial  interest  in  it,  is  destitute  and  entitled 
to  relief."  That  is  certainly  an  interesting  conclusion.  The 
organised  traders  keep  telling  the  people  that  the  co-operative 
society  is  of  no  earthly  use  to  them,  but  the  Clerk  to  this  Board  of 
Guardians  suggests  that  a member  of  a co-operative  society  cannot 
be  destitute.  If  the  Clerk's  view  is  right,  the  obvious  course  for 
every  worker  in  the  country' is  to  join  the  local  co-operative 
society.  Co-operators  know,  however,  and  it  was  pointed  out 
to  tire  Guardians  when  this  point  was  raised,  that  a person  may 
become  a member  of  a co-operative  store  on  paying  a shilling 
or  two ; and  it  seems  absurd  to  pretend  that  such  a person 
cannot  be  destitute — through  unemployment,  for  cxaipplc. 
Tire  average  co-operator  does  not  join  the  store  to  have  a finan- 
cial interest  in  it — he  joins  it  to  obtain  goods  of  known  quality 
and  value;  and  the  co-operator  is  therefore  entitled  to  have 
hid  relief  order  made  negotiable  at  the  store,  just  as  the  other 
applicants  for  relief  obtain  ordei-s  on  their  own  grocers  and 
bakers.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

THE  POLITICAL  FOG. 

The  political  situation  is  no  clearer  as  we  write  thay  it  was  a 
week  ago,  except  that  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Conservative 
Party  have  drifted  further  away  from  the  Prime  Minister.  Lord 
Peel  has  removed  the  Government's  anxiety  by  accepting  the 
I iost  at  the  India  Office  which  Lord  Derby  and  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  hail,  in  turn,  refused.  The  Prime  Minister  looks 
like  holding  on  to  his  office  till  the  Genoa  Conference  takes  place 
—unless,  by  rejecting  the  Irish  Bill,  the  Lords  provoke  a dis- 
solution. The  " Manchester  Guardian  ” seems  to  take  the  view 
tlrat  the  Prime  Minister  regards  Genoa  as  offering  some  oppor- 
tunity of  atonement  for  the  grave  European  mistakes  he  has 
made,  and  which  originated  in  his  election  campaign  of  1918. 
\\c  hope  Genoa  will  afford  that  opportunity,  and  it  is  stated 
, that  Mr.  Lloyd  George  has  indicated  that  before  the  conference 


takes  place  he  wants  a vote  of  confidence  either  from  Parliament 
or  the  Conservative  Party.  It  would  he  a pity  if  the  Genoa 
Conference  were  to  he  wrecked,  but  it  is  desirable  before  it  takes 
place  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  the  British  representatives 
should  be  clearly  outlined  and  receive  the  approval  of  Parlia- 
ment. Up  till  now  the  chief  function  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George's 
Parliaments  has  been  simply  to  ratify  agreements  to  which 
the  Government  emissaries  have  committed  it. 

SHEFFIELD  SCORES. 

Some  wonderful -results  have  been  obtuined  at  the  Sheffield 
exhibition  which,  after  running  for  a week,  came  to  a close  last 
Saturday.  It  is  estimated  that  the  average  daily  attendance 
reached  twelve  thousand,  and  that’ in  the  course  of  the  week 
one  of  the  two  local  societies  enrolled  no  fewer  than  six  hundred 
new  members.  All  of  them  may  not  ■ stick  it,”  although  we 
see  no  reason  why  they  should  not  ; but  even  if  a fair  number 
withdraw  the  neb  result  should  fully  compensate  the  society 
for  its  share  in  arranging  the  exhibition.  On  Saturday  some 
three  thousand  school  children  passed  through  the  turnstiles, 
and  had  explained  to.  them  the  why  and  wherefore  of  the  exhibi- 
tion. Lust  week  we  stated  that  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  had 
refused  the  children  permission  to  go  to  the  exhibition  in  school 
hours,  as  it  would  be  contrary  to  some  Article  in  the  Code. 
The  societies  got  over  the  difficulty  by  arranging  that  the  visit 
should  take  place  when  the  eye  and  the  hand  of  the  law  were 
not  on  the  children,  and  the  seed  thus  sown  should  bear  fruit  in 
due  season. 


NO  FUSION  YET. 

The  result  of  the  amalgamation  effort  in  Manchester  is-  dis- 
appointing  in  more  ways  than  one.  The  Manchester  and 
Salford  Society  held  meetings  in  the  districts,  and  at  the  central, 
and  out  of  a membership  of  nearly  thirty  thousand  only  271 
took  the  trouble  to  vote.  Droylsden,  from  this  point  of  view, 
went,  one  better  ; they  have,  according  to  the  last  annual  return, 
8,200  members  on  their  books,  and  at  two  meetings  677  votes 
were  recorded.  To  the  great  majority  of.  the  members  of  the 
two  societies  it  was,  therefore,  immaterial  whether  the  amalga- 
mation went  through  or  not.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  resolu- 
tion in  favour  was  defeated,  both  at  Droylsden  and  at  Manchester 
and  Salford.  There  was  a major  ity  for'  at  the  " M.  and  S.” 
meetings,  but  it  fell  short  of  the  three-fourths  required  by  the 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Act.  In  any  case,  it  was 
nullified  by  the  adverse  voto  at  Droylsden.  The  decision  of 
the  two  societies  is  to  be  regretted  ; it  cannot  be  advantageous 
to  either ; and  one  can  only  hope  that  in  course  of  time  the 


members  will  come  to  see  that  they  cannot  get  the  beat  ont  of 
co-operatloa  by  competition. 

THE  " DAILY  HERALO." 

The  “My  Heraid"  has  eoiue  to  the  greatest  crisis  in  its. 
history.  Tile  Trade  Unions  Congress  officials  have  issued  a 
memorandum  stating  that  arrangements  have  been  made 
whereby-  control  of  the  Victoria  House  Printing  Co.npanv  and 
the  Daily  Herald  can  he  vested  in  trustees  representing 
the  Labour  movement  provid'd  the  neceeeor y finance  f, 

An  oppeni  lias  been  issued  to  the  various  sections  of 
the  Trade  l mono  Congress  to  unite  in  sharing  the  financial 
responsibly  necessary  to  ensure  the  papers  continuances 
Replies  to  tins  appeal  are  to  be  returned  bv  April  J4lb  by  which 
date  it  will  be  known,  as  the  ••  Herald  ” itself  stales,  whether  the 
paper  1's  " to  be  saved  for  good  or  lost  for  good."  .Matters  are 
even  w-orse  than  that  for,  according  to  the  same  article  in  the 
Herald  ,t  depends  upon  what  the  Daily  Herald  - eat,  raise 
here  and  now  whether  the  paper  can  carry  on  till  April  14th 
by  which  tunc  the  unions  will  have  decided  one  way  or  the  other. 


A REPROACH  TO  LABOUR. 

As  we  have  said  before,  it  would  be  a reproach  to  the  Labour 
movement  to  allow  the  “ Herald  ” to  go  when  it,  policy  is  to 
be  controlled  by  the  movement  . The  paper  has  had  a clieciucred 
existence.  It  lias  been  hampered  almost  from  its  commencement 
by  financial  worries,  and  has  been  involved  in  a constant  struggle 
to  make  ends  meet.  It  is  because  this  struggle  lms  been  too 
much  for  many  papers  that  we  have  not  yet  launched  u daily 
paper  under  co-operative  control.  Our  progress  towards  the 
establishment  of  such  a daily  has  been  slow  ; but  wo  have  con- 
vinced the  Co-operative  Union,  the  two  Wholesale  hoards,  and 
the  C.P.F,  that  our  policy  and  plans  are  on  the  light  line*  and 
their  representatives,  at  the  recent  special  Conference,  ameed 
that  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society  should  I... 
supported  in  its  developments  in  the  direction  of  a daily.  It 
‘is  better  to  prepare  in  advance  titan  to  have  ellorts  thwarted  by 
financial  trouble  later.  We  note  that  tile  Co  opi-  Party 
recommend  that  the  Central  Board  and  outsell  , . .Iinuld  np- 
proaeh  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  and  the  Labour  Party  with 
a view  to  establishing  a press  representative  of  all  se.  Hops  of  the 
Laboupand  co-operative  movements.  Our  relations  el,  Labour 
are  of  the  friendliest;  but  the  co-operative  movement,  we 
believe,  will  insist  on  keeping  its  press  organisations  voder  c0. 
operative  control.  .Under  co-operative  control  even  a daily 
paper  could  be  launched  ai  once  if  the  movement  gave  evidence 
of  its  willingness  to  shoulder  the' responsibility  involved 


SHORT  STUDIES. 


WHEN  MUSICIANS  FALL  OUT. 


Tin  landlord  of  “The  Goblin  Harp,” 
noticing  the  weakness-  we  exhibited  in  push- 
ing lorw  aid  the  swing  doors,  muist  have  come 
to  one  of  two  conclusions,  either  that  we 
"cio  mostly  “ smdll  lemons”  cr  “dry 
gingers,"  or  that  we  were  simply  birds  of 
passage.  His  greeting,  at  any  rate,  was 
just  about  as  warm  as  the  coldest  day  in  the 
coldest  regions,  and  plainly  indicated  that, 
1,0  fl"'  he  was  concerned,  it  was  immaterial 
"iictlii  r we  went  into  the  snug  or  cut  at  the 
rtlier  door.  He  certainly  "favoured  us  with 
il  but  had  it  meant  interrupting  the 
Oliver-;! lion  he  was  having  with  the  only 
ouxtiMner  ;,t  the  bar  it  was  quite  possible  we 
‘••'""Id  not  have  got  even  that. 

went  into  the  snug  and  waited 
jwtiently  for  his  royal  highness  to  come  for 
'e  order.  He  displayed  no  great  hurry  to 
0 ^l's>  "hicli  we  diil  not  mind  for  the 
"luiiient , -as  it  gave  us  the  opportunity  of 
^'"lining  some  excellent  photographs  of 
( rTDoM8  brass  bands  and  conductors  which 

L “""P  on  the  wall. 

Amongst  the  number  were  Beoscs-o'-Gi'- 
"'"Sate  Temperance,  and  Irwell 
One  of  our  party-  jack  Wharton 
F j,0  11  a °f  brass  band  following  in  his 
lcUllger  days,  besides  being  a memb.u*  of  a 
uV'f-known  band  himself, "in  which,  I 
* lk<  played  the  comet 


Jack 


“ a t unt'e  started  off  comparing  one 
' ' u't"  another,  and  describing  the 
"’IK '""tests  he  had  attend:*!.  filrif.  with 
I'im  !i I*01'  :1It^  t,len>  l|e  £Tcw  older,  by 
Hr,,1  ,i  ,"'as  fl111  ol  and  only  stopped 
H,.  1 llj  '"ndlord  came  in  with  i!,v  drinks, 

took  off"!'0'1  :H  tlle  first  opportunity,  and 
liip.i  i . "atch  chain  to  show  us  various 
y(n,s  l,c  l‘«d  won. 

*l?ndl0nlf  apparently  overhearing  the 
Cai  Ul°n-’  e,,tere{1  the  snug  again,  aivl 
u (IOss~exaiuine  Wliarton  in  a wav 
4,1,  j lr'°,'|d  l*"ve  done  credit  to  a K.< He 

*•  f k 'V  'l1'  .“r  ,hi'  ■» 

hodl„,  ? "k  : 1 '•  " hereupon- the. 

bo  i "!  au  * ,f  ; sjirr  of  voice, 
>dd.,l  flt  ,vevor  heard. of;  it.  Wharups 
h*n,|  ° ,u  ,,lp  dje  by  saying  that  the 

Mi,  »'Nt  prize  at  Belle  Vuc. 

^ 1 'Ik  ?iC[  ^dd.tl'-'.  hiii<ll«ud,  and 

a'p0  , :Rk  tiaye  drinks  an,!  cigar? 
Alu«  |,  . --v • i i, 

i > 0ur  ‘busternatio  l.  SvT.iirton 
^"1  of  i -:  tr,uh  tot<?,I>  nc  had  never 
"'hand  accomplishing  this  per- 
l CllltiusDs  ‘ , lantlU>rdi  went  off  for  his 

and  "hdst  lie  was  away  we 


bis 


implored  Wharton  to  admit  Iris  mistake,  if 
he  had  made  one,  or  as  an  alternative  he  ami 
we  should  confirm  the  impression  we  gave 
when  we  entered  “The  Golden  Harp  and 
take  “ the  wing.”  Ha  would  not  accept 
either  suggestion,  and  proceeded  to  put  back 
the  medals  on  his  watch  chain  as  calmly  as 
though  the  roll  was  being  called  the  day 
affcgr  armistice. 

The  landlord  came  -back  with  the  drinks 
and  put  them  before  us.  Tlieu  he  produced 
the  cigars,  and  out  of  loyalty  to  Jack  we 
selected  the  cheapest.  Finally  his  royal 
highness  took  out  of  one  of  his  pockets  a 
newspaper  cutting  giving  the  list  of  winners 
at  the  Belie  Vue  contests  from  time 
immemorial."  “ There  you  .•ire,’’  he  said; 
“ find  the  name  of  your  ? ? ? ! band  among-t 
that  lot.” 

Jack  looked  at  the  cutting,  and  lhen%aid, 
“ Oil,  but  that’s  Belle  Vue,  Manchester.” 
“Well,”  asked  the  laud  lord,  what  about 
it?”  “ Nothing,”  replied  Jack;  “only  m.v 
Belle\  lie — and  the  Belle  Vue  where  we  won 
first  prize — i«s  at  Wakefield.  Here  s the 
newspaper  cutting.”  We  said  nothing,  but 
the  landlord  said  quite  a lot,  and  only  slowed 
down  when  we  compromised  by  paying  half 
the  cost  of  the  drinks  and  cigars, 

" T.  C. 

Mr.  Mercer,  the  head  of  the  Publications 
Department  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  is  a 
Parliamentary  candidate  all  right.  He  is 
reminded  of  the  fact  by  every  post— applies 
ions  for  subscriptions  from  mothers'  meet- 
ings to  cricket  clubs.  * 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“Co-operative  News”  Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

At  one  of  the  amalgamation  meetings  in 
Manchester  this  week  it  was  stated  that 
the  parties  to  the  “ marriage,”  if  it  took 
place  (which  it  didn't),  would  not  “ live 
happy  ever  afterwards”  because  the 
“ lodger  " fa  neighbouring  society)  would 
always  be  chipping  in  and  making  things 
generally  unpleasant.  There  is  only  way 
which  these  family  jars  can  be  put  right, 
and  it  is  known  to  every  committeeman, 
every  official,  and  every  inember  right 
throughout  the  co-operative  community. 

I had  a look  in  at  the  Ruskin  Museum  on 
Saturday,  whan  in  Sheffield  to  visit  the  great 
^operative  exhibition-  there.  I asked  the 
uniformed  guardian  of  the  art  treasures 
where  the  Artillery  Drill  Hall  was.  “ Ah, 
thirUs  where  the  co-operative  exhibition  i~-,“ 
he  answered  with  a pleased  smile.  My 
respect  for  hi,s  intelligence —already  high  as 
the  result  of  his  helpful  observations  on  tile 
eat  iuaster*9  work— ^ was  much  cnii/med. 

Mr.  Beeston,  the  veteran  pioneer  of  the 
Liverpool  Society,  to  whom  his  fellow- 
members  have  just  made  very  pleasing 
presentations  on  lu's  retirement  from  the 
presidency  after  thirty  years’  continuous 
service,  says  lie  owes  -a  lot  to  hij  better  half, 
for  she  lms  been  his  secretary  at  home,  tlm* 
enabling  him  to  do  much  for  the  society  he 
could  not  have  done  otherwise.  Evidently 
lie  married  a treasure,  for.  says  j,e  "the 
t much  to  say  ; and  when  f have  got 
home  extra  late  at  night  she  has  never  made 
peech,  but  next  moruing  the  would  say. 


* You  were  very  late  coming  in  las*,  night, 
weren’t  you?’  ” 

The  co-operative  exhibition  run  by  the  two 
Sheffield  societies  last  week  created  such  a 
stir  among  the  citizens  that  if  only  Mr. 
Irimberline  gets  that  ten-acre  field  lie  desire* 
for  the  next  enterprise  of  the  kind,  and  puts 
Mr.  Penny's  hull  into  it,  there  should  le  no 
difficulty  in  converting  the  whole  of  the  city 
of  blades  to  the  co-operative  i lea. 

Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  (the  secretary  of  thn 
Scottish  Co-operative  Friendly  Society)  him 
been  elected  a Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries of  Scotland,  an  honour  given  him  on 
account  of  certain  discoveries  of  pro  historic 
terraces  among  the  hills  about  Balquhiddcr. 
Mr.  Thomson  hopes  to  publish  shortly  a 
volume— written  and  illustrated  by  himself— 
on  a hitherto  unrecorded. chaptei  in  the  history 
of  Scotland.  Tin's  is  following  in  father's 
footsteps.  Mr.  Daniel  Thomson,  the  father 
of  the  gentleman  concerned,  was  a whole 
cncyclopjcdia  of  information  on  Scotland, 
Scots  history,  and  Scots  institutions.  It 
was  of  him  that  Holyonkc  said  that  if  th« 
whole  history  of  Scotland  were  lost  Mr. 
Thomson  could  be  put  to  work  to  re  write  it. 
Thomson  Junior  is  an  interesting  corn  burnt  ion. 
He  iff  an  artist  and  litterateur,  but  he  gets 
down  to  such  a prosaic  subject  as  health 
insurance,  aud  is  chairman  of  th  Scottish 
Consultative  Council  under  the  li  - , , < Act. 

After  a splendid  record  of  ^rriio  for 
the  Labour  and  co-operative  movements 
during  the  past  seventeen  >•  i tho 
Woolwich  “Pioneer"  has  suspended  pub- 
lication. Councillor  Barefoot.  Mr.  t,\  H. 
Grinling,  and  Other  enthusiasts  have  made 
a plucky  light,  but  fate  has  been  against 
them.  Il  another  ease  of  the  npatfiy  ’rtf 
the  -section  the  “Pioneer”  sought  to 
serve.  The  printing  wpihl  is  going  through 
a lively  time.  The  ' Daily.  Herald  ■'  nubr 
cates  that  in  a few Mvoekh  it  mar  Jnm» 
ccastd  to  exif-t.  Th#  Ixmrion  « 
ment  of  the  National  Labour  P'n is* 
being  soJ<L  In  th»  co-operative  world  tho 
printing  departments  of  tho  C.W.S.  show  a 
loss  of  £3  ,000  for  the  past  half-year,  and 
with  pfefent  it«ia  the  (Ajitbriilge  So- 
ciety’s monthly  magazine  ceases  publica- 
tion. At  the  moment  I am  waiting  for  tho 
result  of  the  National  Co-operntive  Pub- 
lishing Society's  operations  for  the  half- 
year  which  -closes  tbrs-Tveek-: " 

Oor  AND  AliOL'T. 
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HOW  IT  AFFF.CTS  APPROVED  SOCIETIES. 

BY  W.  THOMSON. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-oberative  Nfavs/’J 


The  Gcddcs  Report,  issued  under  the  eegis 
of  such  a combination  of  “ business  talent 
as  composed  the  Committee,  could  hardly  fail 
to  attract  attention.  In  its  wide  sweep  it  was 
to  be  expected  that  seme  part  of  the  Health 
Insurance  Scheme,  would  be  caught  in  the 
net,  and  with  the.  proposals  affecting  same  we 
propose  to  deal. 

The  ink  on  the  Report  was  scarcely  dry 
before  Sir  A.  Mond  intimated  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  lie  proposed  to  bring  in  a Bill 
giving  effect  to  the  Ceddes  recommendation 
by  increasing  the.  weekly  contributions  for 
Health  Insurance  by  one  penny,  divided 
equally  between  employer  and  employee.  The 
proposal,  as  it  stood,  reflected  seriously  on  Sir 
Erie  Ceddes’  reputation  as  a " super  business 
man,''  and  it  roused  widespread  disapproval 
from  both  parties  affected.  Apart  from  the 
heartlessncss  of  the  proposal  at  a time  when 
unprecedented  industrial  depression  was  affect- 
ing the  whole  country,  the  proposal  would 
have  imposed  an  amount  of  work  on  large 
employers  of  labour  in  the  handling  of  wages 
out  of  all  proportion  to  any  advantage  gained. 

In  1919  Consultative  Councils  wore  estab- 
lished— one  in  Engtand,  one  in  Scotland — to 
advise  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health  respectively  on  matters  re- 
lating to  the  work  of  approved  societies.  On 
these  councils  there  are  representatives  of  a 
large  variety  of  approved  societies,  friendly 
societies,  trade  union  societies,  &c.  At  the 
lime  wliea  Sir  A.  Mond  made  the  statement 
referred  to  in  tilt;  House  of  Commons  neither 
of  these  councils  had  been  consulted,  but  they 
were  consulted  immediately  thereafter. 

When  consulted,  both  councils  decided  that* 
the  imposition  of  any  increase  on  contributions 
at  the  present  juncture  would-be  most  unfair, 
and  would  certainly  rouse  a 'storm  of  oppo- 
sition, and  that  father  than  allow  this  increase 
they  would  shoulder  the  burden  themselves. 
By,  coming  to  this  deeisioiy  the  councils  have 
shown  that  they  were  Taking  ‘ ar  broad  and 
liberal  view,  of  the  matter,  and  that  they  were 
actuated  by  principles  absent  from  the  original 
recommendations: 

Put  roughly,  their  decision  means  that  for 
twenty-one  months  up'  to  December,  1923, 
approved  societies  a'f'e  to  find  £2.200,000,  or 
thereby  to  pay  the  additional  cost  of  medical 
benefit — equal  to  2s.  Od.  per  member  per 
annum,  or  4s.  3d.  for  the  whole  period  of 
twenty-one  months;  The  Gotemtffetf*  Ac- 
tuary has  advised  that'  the  .fu'nd?  pf  .pyj\^'ically 
all  Societies  can  stand  this  ^traju,. anil,  in  the 
very  exceptional  eases  where  it  'proves  too 
severe,  recourse  wiM  'behad'to  the’cWVtfai'fund, 
with  it s.accilimilatcd  £2.000,000.  This  central 
fund  was  established  by,  the-  Insurance  Act, 
1918,  and  every  society  contributes  towards 
it  pro  rata,  supplemented  by  a tState  grant  of 
£150,000,  which  was  confiibvitccl  annually  till 
1921,  but  is  now  suspended. 

The  first  valuation  o!  approved  societies,  as 
at  December  31st,  1918,  has,  revealed  aggregate 
surpluses  of  £16,006,000,  of  which  £7,000,000 
has  been  held  in  -reserve,  and  £9,000,000  is 
available  for  distribution  iq  additional  benefits. 
These  surpluses  are'  stated  to  bo  largely  due 
to  ” favourable  conditions  ” brought  about  by 
the  war,  though  these — if  they  ever  existed — 
are  counter-balanced  by  the  “ unfavourable  ■ 
conditions"  dud  to  the  heavy  expenditure  .on 
disabled  soldiers,  for  which  societies  were  hot 
recouped,  though  the  Gcddcs  Report  makes 
bold  to  say  they  were. 

Taking  the  amouht  that  approved  societies 
have  to  find  at  £2,509,000, Ynd  remembering 
this  has  to  come  out  of  benefits,  it  will  auto- 
matically carry  with  it  the  State  grant  of  t\yo- 
ninths,  or  about  £555,000.  This  will  reduce 
the  £2,500,000  to  approximately  £2,000,000, 
which  the  societies  have  to  find.  They  must 
get  it  from  the  £7,000.000  unexpended  balance 
referred  to  above,  which,  together  with  the 
contingencies  fund  and  accumulated  interest, 
willjgiy'e  them  somewhere  about  £13,000,000 
. by  fhe  end  of  1923.  The  very  large  majority 
■ o£  societies  will  therefore  be  able  to  bear  the 
" new  burdens,  and  the  Very  few  societies  which 
May  be  iji  difhcullies  will  be  assisted  from  the 
£2,900.000  central  fund, 

The'  danger  that  approved  sobictios  have 
n\ost  to  die  ad  is  large  surplus***  cither  on 
benefits  or  administrative  expenditure,  and  if 
the  effect  of  the  new  proposals  is  to  keep  these 
in  check,  without  unduly  limiting  them,  a good 
purpose  will  be  achieved,  and  the  future 
Gcddcs  coimmtteea,,  doctors,  and  others  pre- 
vented from  alluding  to  the  eUorntoUS  sur- 


pluses of  approved  societies,”  to  be  exploited 
Whenever  occasion  may  arise. 

It  was  even  proposed  in  the  Geddes  Report 
that  approved  societies  should  pay  for  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Audit  Department, 
a -ridiculous  proposal,  unless  accompanied  by 
the  condition  that  the  societies  would  also  con- 
trol the  activities  of  that  department — a con- 
dition not  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  what,  has 
hitherto  been  a closely-preserved  Treasury 
Department. 

The  present  industrial  depression  may,  if 
long  continued,  seriously  affect  the  conti  ibution 
income  of  approved  societies,  and  react  ou  the 
totals  we  have  given ; but,  on  the  whole,  the 
avoidance  of  the  extra  contribution  is  to  be 
commended,  and  the  amalgamation  of  un- 
employment insurance  and  health  insurance, 
by  unifying  the  cards  and  records,  will 
strengthen  the  position  of  approved  societies 
still  further,  and  be  a step  in  the  direction  of 
real  State  insurance,  which  is  the  desideratum 
of  progressive  thinkers  now  and  till  it  is  finally 
achieved. 

CLEAN  MILK. 

MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  PROPOSALS'* 
DISCUSSED. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  tlve  National 
Co-operative  Milk  Consumers’  Federation 
wa6  held  at  Bradford,  on  Saturday,  Match 
1 1th,  Mr.  J.  O.  Paynter  (Fa.'\n  worth) 
presiding. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Kirkland  (secretary)  pre- 
sented the  half-yearly  report,  showing  that 
the  federation  now  represented  fifty-seven 
societies  with  a total  membership  of 
774,000,  and  an  approximate  weekly  milk 
consumption  of  376,900  gallons.  Negotia- 
tions now  more  nearly  represented  old 
times  than  for  six  or  seven  years,  but 
whilst  supplies  had  been  abundant,  -stagna- 
tion in  industry  had  made  it  impossible  for 
consumers  to  maintain  normal  purchases, 
and  undoubtedly  -contributed  to  overstock- 
ing the  market.  A fall  in  summer  prices 
was  -forecasted. , The  question  of  providjng 
the  nation  with  clean  milk,  it  was  pointed 
out,  was  engaging  the  serious  attention  of 
the  entire  dairy  trade,  and  whilst  there  was 
a possibility  of  , the  new  Act  being  post- 
poned the  Ministry  of  Health  had  recently 
held  a conference  relative  to  proposals 
which  had  evoked  strong  protests  at 
dairymen’*  meetings  all  over  the  country. 
If  -the  Ministry  considered  it  advisable  to 
confer  with  the  trade  it  must  be  reminded 
of  the  fact  that  co-operative  Societies  had 
an  imjnense  interest  in  the  business,  and 
should  be  consulted  equally  with  other 
people.  . 

Nothing  to  Fear. 

Mr.  J.'H;  dagger  • (-Foilsworth)  said  the 
action  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  in  ignor- 
ing the  movement,  merely  emphasised  the 
necessity  l'or  co-operators  securing  repre- 
sentation on  governing  bodies  to  look  after 
their  interests.  Co-operative  societies, 
however,  were  well  in  advance  of  the  private 
trade  in  the  matter  of  clean  milk. 

The  -Chairman-  said  he  thought  the  nu 
ment  had  nothing  to  bother  about,  as  they 
were  already  miles  ahead  of  the  Ministry’; 
requirement's  in  come  directions. 

A Delegate  thought  the  proposals  wen 
aimed  -it  the  private  trade.  There  wo: 
nothing  in  the  Act  to  object  to.  and  its 
adoption  would  give  the  co-operative  move- 
ment the  -biggest  fillip  it  had  had  for  a 
long  time. 

It 'was  ultimately  agreed  to  convene  a 
special  conference  on  the  subject. 

Tire  report  and  cash  account  were 
adopted,  and  a proposal  accepted  reducing 
the  committee  from  twelve  to  eight. 


CANADIAN  CATTLE  QUESTION. 

GOVERNMENT  WITHOUT  REFERENCE 
TO  PARLIAMENT. 

In  a recent  letter  to  the  Press.  Mr.  A,  V. 
Alexander,  secretary  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee,  dealing  with  the  question  of  the 
Canadian  cattle  embargo,  writes:  "In  view 
of  the  activity  iirthe  House  of  Commons  this 
week  with  regard  to  the  Government’s 
decision  not  to  remove  the  embargo  on  the 
importation  of  Canadian  store  cattle,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  in  announcing 
the  appointment  of  a Royal  Comn.L-sion  on 
March  jGtli,  1921, -the  Prime  Minister  de- 
finitely stated  that  ‘It  is, a matter  for  tjie 
House  of  Commons  to  decide,  and  if  the 
House  of  Commons  is  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion I think  it  would  be  .very  considerably 
assisted  by  a perfectly  ininnrtial  inqujry.'  " 
That  inquiry  was  held,  ftp?  the  Royal  Com- 
mission reported  unanimously  in  favour  of 
tire  reigoval  of  the  embargo,,  but  Hie  HoUod 
of  Commons  has  been  given  no  opportunity 
of  making  the  decision  referred  to  by  the 
Prime  Minister.  “ This  is  yet  another  in- 
stance of  Government  without  reference  to 
Parliament,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  Hint  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  will  not  .allow  the  A 
privileges  to  be  overridden  in  this  manner.” 


Members'  Rights. 

Sin, — I should  be  very  much  obliged  if 
sotr.e  of  the  readers  of  the  invaluable 
• News  ” would  render  a signal  service  lo 
•o-bpe-rn  tor's  in  the  Cl  it  he  roe  district  by 
answering  the  following  questions,  viz. 

(1)  Is  it  within  the  competence  of  any 

committee  of  management  of  any  l<  cal  eo- 
ojiemtive  society  to  refuse  to  convene  — 
within  a reasonable  time — a meeting  ol  mem- 
bers :us  pei'  rule  in  regard  to  requisitioned 
Meetings?  ' 

(2)  In  the  event  of  any  committee  of 
management  refusing  to  convene  a duly  re- 
quisitioned meeting,  what  is  tli-e  correct 
mode  of  procedure  to  adopt  by  the  sigi'u- 
tories  of  any  requisition? 

(3)  Is  it  within  the  competence  oi  any 
president  or  chairman  of  any  v->  hty  to 
refuse  to  accept  any  motion  referring  back 
any  minute  read  out  at  a duly  com  died 
quarterly  or  monthly  meeting  of  members  ' 

(4)  In  the  event  of  any  chairman  refining 
to  accept  a motion  or  amendment  referring 
back  any  minute  of  the  committee  of 
management  «t  a duly  convened  quarterly  or 
monthly  meeting  of  members,  what  is  the 
correct  mode  of  procedure  to  julopt  in  order 
to  establish  the  rights  of  members? 

It  will  be  observed  by  any  intelligent 
leader  of  the  " News  ” that  the  above  ques- 
tions raise  some  very  fa-r-nea citing  issues  of 
democratic  government.  ' On  behalf  ol  a 
very  considerable  number  of  members  of  the 
C'Utheroe  Co-operative  Society  T appeal  to 
"News"  readers  to  supply  the  required 
information.— Yours,  «&<•., 

James  Haroueaves. 

24.  Hall-street,  ditheroe,  Lime. 

Inquiries  made  with  regard  to  our  corre- 
spondent's questions  enable  us  to  say  - 

(1)  It  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the 
business  to  be  considered.  There  are  certain 
matters  of  management  until  which  the 
coriimitfee  have  the  sole  right  to  deal. 

(2)  Thp  wording  of  the  rules  would  ec-ttle 
this  question:  i.e.,  whether  the  requisi- 
tion ists  have  the  power  under  the  rules  to 
convene  a meeting  if  the  committee  or  .secre- 
tary refuse  to  do  so. 

(3)  and  (4)  Everything  depend-  upon  the 
minutes.  The  chairman  has  the  right  to 
refuse  to  accept  a motion  referring  hoc  k a 
minute  read  out  at  a quarterly  meeting  if 
that  minute  1ms  already  been  acted  upon,-  or 
is  only  submitted  for  information. 

If  the  society  referred  to  is  ,n  member  of 
the  Co-operative  Union,  the  writer  should 
ask  the  secretary  to  write  to  that  organisa- 
tion .which  will  supply  the  information  lo  a 
society  but  not  to  an  individual  member. 

The  ‘‘  Trip  ” to  Russia. 

Sin, — May  I claim  a little  of  your  space  in 
reply  to  11  Check  No.  9,287,  ’ in  your  Inst 
issue,  especially  as  it  seems  to  represent  a 
type  of  criticism  all  too  prevalent  at  the 
present  time,  in  connection  with  the  various 
phases  of  th©  people’s  movement.  Has 
your  correspondent  any  conception  of  the 
different  amounts  spent  on  labour,  between 
say  a cluiin  of  pearls  presented  to  Princess 
Alary,  and  a similar  amo’unt  spent  rii  opening 
up  avenues  of.  trad©  between  Russia  and 
England.  Any  money  spent  in  that  direc- 
tion ip‘  the  present  state  of  industry,  even 
in  defraying  the. cost  of  advance  agents  of 
co-operative  trade,  as  I prefer. to  think  of 
the'  delegates,  is  money  well  spent  Again, 
there  is  the  obvious  need  of  inerting- the  Rus- 
sian .co-operators  face  to  face,  for  .surely  our 
co-operative  friend’s  view  of  a Coinmon- 
xyenlth  is  not  confined  to  his  own  particular 
country.  Further,  it  is  quite  possible?  that 
' we  have  much  to  learn  from  them,  if  we  are 
i o see  - HM-iliing  definite  in  our  i il’ii-,  despite 
Ills  (heap  (ii'icer  at  them  by  calling  them  Bol- 
•sheviks.  Surely  by  this  tint'  even  tli.it 
adjective  has  list  supposed  significance- — 
Yours,  Ac., 

C'ocNCi i.i.oii  '1'.  H.  Thompson, 

R.  A.  C.  S. 

Ruskin  College.  Oxford,  March  3rd. 

Sir, — It  is  amazing  the  amount  of  nonsen- 
sical stupidity  there  still  exist*  with  Hie 
I'p.nk-and-file  •members  of  our  movement. 

• Clic  k No.  9.287,  Derby."  is  very  much 
perplexed  because  some  of  l» is  copper;  are 
being  spent-,  upon  ft  delegation  to  Russia. 
Poor  fellow-co-operator ! Not  yet  got  rid 
of  the  narrow  selfish  individuulRin  i f the 
past  ages.  The  twentieth  ( mutiny  even 
reveals  t lie  gross- ignorance  of  Intel  national 
Co-operation. 

Would  it  be  too  much  to  ask  if  directors 
of  the  C.W  .S.  would  give  one  of  the  clerks 
the  job  of  finding  out- , how  much  of  our 
frieudjs  money  is  really  Ix-uig  spent  ? It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  the  exact 
amount. 

My  co-operative  knowledge -leads  me  to 
believe  that  the  delegation  will  be  visiting 
Rn-sia  from  a business  point  of  view.  What 
tiny  learn  will  lie  of  immense  value  to  the 
British  co-operative  moveineaB  - «s  a whole. 
I am  inoUned  to  think  i:qt  one  ef  the -jive  lias 
discovered  that  their  visit  to  Mtvmow  will 
be  that  of  a jaunt  or- a joy  ride.  Co-opc ra- 
tion has  StraUhodwbeyuiidi  tbeij  nacioiid 
boundaries.  It  bag.  long  si ime-  bp: mu  o . int  e r- 
Daiional.  Heoie-.  visit*  to  Africa’.  China. 
Japan,  and  ollur  c mOtrie*  l < ■ pel  ' 
knows  of  no  iumL>i\u.  CaptUil --on  fljn-aks  of 
frontiers,  beemjBfl  it*  Interest. lies  in  annex- 
in®  what  isrofibenefit  in  that  direction. 

The  importance  of  keeping  people  on  tho. 
verge  of  swijvation  in  England,  is  Well 
known.  It  is  tho  happy  hunting-ground  for 
capitalism  to  exploit  the  workers.  Charity, 
we  are  told  repeatedly,  begins  at  home.  A 
wonderful  wav  of  escaping  our  responsi- 
bilities. Thus  bogey  is  thrown  out  every 
time  Russia  is  mentioned.  When  Mr.  -J.  R. 
Clynes  was  pleading  the  cause  of  the  unem- 


ployed in  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
Minister  of  Health,  Sir  A.  Mond.  asked  in 
a most  cpntqxuptous  tone,  “ Is  nnyuno 
starving?”  Implying  that  there  was  nu 
poverty  in  this  country.  I wish  working 
iiH>ii  u nd  women  co-operators  would  •-nlv 
din  gup  so  the  true  position  for  llumi.-ch . ,. 
They  allow  others  to  draw  the  picture  !- -r 
them,  with  whatever  colouring  pleases. 

We  have  a long  way  to  travel  before  wn 
have  reached  the  initial  stages  of  the  t 
oix? rati vo  Commonwealth.  Y>  urs  co-op. -r.i- 
tively,  C.  L . 

Liverpool. 

Thank  You!  “ No  Politics.” 

Sir. — The  article  on  " Tllank  You!  'No 
Polities.’  ‘ is  all  very  w ell  so  far  us  it 
but  there  is  an  old  saying  that  *'  Wliai  is 
sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for  die 
gander,”  and  I suggest  that  if  it  is  n 
impertinence  on  the  part  of  tho  National 
Unionist  Association  to  dictate  the  com-.- 
of  action  to  co-operators,  it  is  equally  mi 
with  the  Labour  or  any  other  political 
party. 

There  are  far  too  many  allusion-.  t.» 
politics  and  far  too  much  time  taken  up  at 
practically  all  our  meetings,  and  in  some 
cases  considerable  sums  of  money  vote! 
away  for  what'  I,  as  a co-operator  in  the 
proper  business  sense  of  the  word,  con- 
sider totally  unjustifiable  propaganda.  I 
am,  therefore.,  in  favour  of  earning  out 
the  slogan,  "No  .Politics,”  in  its  entirety, 
not  only  at  Woolwich,  but  throughout  the 
movement,  as  I am  satisfied  that  political 
propaganda  and  arguments  lead  nowhere, 
i cepl  perliftps  to  bmbitteruient  a ml 
confusion,  as  well  arc  in  the  long  run  t"  a 
decrease  of  dividends. 

It  is  high  time  these  ” Icn-ii-pcnn;  " 
political  geniuses  should  be  told  that  wo 
co-operators  are  fully  qualified  to  manage? 
our  own  affairs  without  their  interference; 
and  I have  no  doubt  that  most  *•!  your 
readers  will  subscribe  to  this  view  .-  A u n- 
truly, 

Harold  \\ . Jackson. 

197,  •C'ury.ou-ntreet.  Long  Eaton. 

[We  co-operators  are  undoubtedly  quali- 
fied to  manage  our  cqvn  a flairs,  but  wo  w ill 
not  manage  them  loiig  if  wo  allow  tho 
enemies  of  tlib  movement  to  control  tho 
laws  which  govern  our  constitution  ami 
our  trade.  For  that  reason  Swansea  Con- 
gress decided  that  we  must  manage  our 
own  a If  airs  in  Parliament  an  well  asm  ”10 
co-operative  board-room.— Ed.,  ” U.  N.  J. 


'ASlS\vi:RS1TO  tOKRESI-OXIJEMS 

“ Gek-Gke.”- — You  probably  note  tlml  wo 
have  cut  something  out.  There  are  sumo 
stfttontents  that  should  not  lie  IiuuL  ajloliy- 
mously.- 

" Arcionaut  ” (Salford). — ' yur  1 i'  ' 
would  be  a most  astute  niionymou-  a Hack; 
but  the  officials  you  impcacli  might  call  here 
and  we  don’t  keep  a dog  on  the  pi  nu 

J.  B.  ( Bradford ) . - -There  art  many  ciiino»a 
clubs  connected  with  societies.  llo  ,||i- 
scriptioiis  are  almost  nominal. 

J.  Ran  k i nk. — Your  stone  .should  be  t Wo  t«j 
supply  the  seeds. 

A.  W.  (Liverpool).- We  c-erLiiuly  do  not 
object  to  your  using  the  article-  a-  u"1 
thp  lecture.  Congratulations  u|m»ii  Ii-imu1- 
nskod-  permission  first— you  have  given  " •* 
unique  experience. 

R.  G.— Hope  this  meets  your  eye.  'i  11 
report  would  have  been  in  time  i"i 
week's  issue  (March  25th).  but  lh- 
was  on  February  20th.  Is  it  intended  mr 
the  Christmas  number? 


Nature’s  Greatest  Foods 

Pure  rich  milk  and  choice  maltc.l 
wheat  and  barley — Nat  ure  s.uosl 
valuable  foods-are  combuied 
in  NeBtle’s  Malted  Milk.  It  IS 
a beverage  delicious,  refreshing, 
and  healthful  beyond  compare- 

Eicb  in  nourishment  fi'r 
body  and  brain.  t -'H. 
digested,  Nestlc’s  Malted 
Milk  is  a food  for  even- 
one  — y o\tng  or  old, 
strong  or  weak.  It  bail' » 
health  and  strength  for 
the  dedicate ; it 
and  confirms  fhefituC‘" 

Of  the  fit.  A 
that  ensiir^3  sound,  r 
sleep-  The 
name  that  it  licar?  «■» 1 
anre  guarantee. 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8,  Eastcheap.  ’ 


March  25,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 
AND  NEWS. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 

Barnstaple  co-operators  are  rallying 
around  their  new  manager  (Mr.  G.-H.  Lear), 
and,  as  a result,  the  dislocation  caused  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Smith  is  being  passed  over,  and  a 
revival  in  trading  activity  is  manifested.  Again 
a shilling  surplus  has  been  paid,  and  the  reserve 
fund  strengthened.  A pleasing  feature  of  the 
work  at  Barnstaple  is  the  spirit  manifested  by 
the  members,  who  are  continuing  the  splendid 
aggressive  educational  policy  initiated  by  their 
late  manager.  The  monthly  publication  of 
the  society  reveals  the  “liveness”  of  the 
members  in  this  direction,  both  the  young  and 
the  adults  being  well  represented  as  con- 
tributors to  its  pages. 

One  of  the  best  indications  of  the  fact  that 
the  movement  is  awakening  to  a sense  of  the 
need  for  up-to-date  methods  is  the  manner  in 
which  societies  are,  by  general  smartness  in 
the  shops  and  by  window  displays,  demon- 
strating that  they  are  in  the  fight  for  trade. 

Amongst  the  summer  schools  already  ar- 
ranged is  one  to  be  held  at  Whympstone  Hall, 
Plymouth.  The  period  is  from  September  2nd 
to  September  16th.  Professor  Hall,  Mr.  W.  R. 
Rae,  and  Miss  E.  M.  Fountain  are  the  special 
lecturers,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Robson  is  in  charge  of 
the  school. 

A great  rally  of  Paignton  co-operators  is 
arranged  for  the  night  of  the  27th,  when  the 
members  will  have,  an  opportunity  to  hear 
Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Wilkins  (CAJ.S.  director)  and  the 
Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay.  Each  of  these  gentlemen 
is  a host  in  himself  on  the  co-operative  plat- 
form, and  their  presentation  of  the  movement 
from  their  respective  points  of  view  should  do 
much  to  strengthen  the  confidence  of  the 
Paignton  members  and  to  assist  Mr.  Fawcett 
(general  manager  and  secretary)  in  his  work  of 
.eorganisation.  , ♦ > • 

The  reports  of  the  various  county  associations 
in  the  south-west  make  interesting  reading. 
Not  only  is  the  movement  holding  its  own,  but 
signs  are  not  wanting  to  show  that  prospects 
for  the  future  are  very  bright  indeed. 

Two  Plymouth  employees  have  recently 
secured  seats  on  the  local  Parish  Councils. 
Mr.  H.  Woodward  (butchery  branch  man- 
ager) has  been  elected  a member  of  the 
Millbrook  Parish  Council.  He  takes  great 
interest  in  trade  union  wq>rk,  and  has  done 
valuable  service  for  the  Shop  Assistants’ 
Union.  He  is  the  secretary,  of  Millbrook 
Young  Men’s  Club.  Mr.  S.  J.  Brain  (grocery 
branch  manager)  has  been  elected  a member 
of  the  Maker  Parish  Council. 


HOLDING  THEIR  OWN. 

CORNISH  SOCIETIES’  POSITION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Cornwall  District 
Conference  Association  was  held  at  Truro  on 
■Saturday,  March  11th,  when  most  of  the 
societies  in  Cornwall  were  represented.  Mr. 
W.  J.  Lapthorn  (Plymouth)  presided. 

The  annual  report  showed  that  good  work 
had  been  done  by  the  association  during  the 
year  1921.  Four  conferences  had  heen  held, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  introducing  the  subject  of 
“Amalgamation,”  and  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay 
dealing  with  the  topic  of  “Co-operative 
Capital.”  The  county  had  been  favoured  with 
a visit  by  the  sectional  organiser  (Mr.  W.  H. 
h lowers),  and  several  representatives  spoke  of 
the  good  work  done  in  this  respect. 

The  report  further  staled  that  in  spite  of  the 
depression  in  trade  most  of  the  Cornish  societies 
"fie  holding  their  own.  Plymouth  had 
opened  a branch  at  Callington,  St.  Austell  had 
opened  a mill  at  Nanpean,  Delabole  had 
start ed-a  bakery,  St.  Columb  Road  was  building 
a new  central  store,  and  Penzance  a bakery. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  an  interesting 
8,1(1  educational  discussion  ensued  on  the 
Matter  contained  in  the  report,  those 'taking 
Part  being  Messrs.  Harding  (Falmouth),  Brae- 
jngton  (Plymouth),  C.  A.  Ellis  (Penance), 
Galley  (St.  Austell),  J.-  Prior,  P.A., 


E-  AT. 


p J v ■■  ■■u.itiii,  •-■ . xiiui,  1 ..n., 

prtlett  (Penzance),  J.  R.  Toms  (Liskeard),  J. 
uaumhy  (Menheniot),  It.  Lander  (Sal'tash),  H. 
Iloa'd  ,UPn  ^Podmin^  ,a6(l  Bunt  (St.  Columb 

Messn?.  Bragington,  H.  Champion',  C.  A. 
j,  ' p " ‘ Gal|oy.  «! , Lander,  J.  Laundry, 
ogors,  and  J.  R.  Toms  were  declared 
Weeted  t 
f***SSK 


•letitcxl  to  the  executive  committee  for  192: 


AN  IDEAL  SYSTEM. 

INTERESTING  J SUGGESTIONS,  AT 
BRISTOL. 

Councillor  Jessie  Stephens  (London) 
brought  out  some  novel  points  in  an  address 
which  she  delivered  to  a large  audience  at  the 
Y.M.C.A.  Hall,  Bristol,  on  Saturday.  The 
gathering  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Bristol  Society’s  educational  committee. 

“ The  Future  of  the  Co-operative  Move- 
ment ” was  the  subject  of  the  address,  and  in 
the  course  of  lier  remarks  Councillor  Stephens 
said  they  were  out  to  get  an  extension  of  the 
system  in  which  they  believed,  viz.,  production 
for  use  and  not  for  profit.  When  that  was 
brought  about,  the  directors  of  the  future 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  would  see  that 
the  things  that  were  really  necessary  we  re- pro- 
duced, and  not  the  things  not  required,  as 
under  the  present  capitalist  system.  It  would 
mean  that  only  a certain  number  qf  hours  would 
be  worked  in  producing  those  things  absolutely 
necessary.  She  would  rather  have  a decent, 
well-made  chair  than  one  of  the  fancy  kiud 
which,  when  sat  on,  went  out  somewhere. 
(Laughter.)  Under  the  system  she  was  advo- 
cating at  the  most  only  three  months’ 
work  would  be  required  from  each  individual 
working  on  behalf  of  the  community. 

That  seemed  almost  an  ideal  system,  but  it 
was  possible,  and  it  would  mean  the  doing  of 
something  not  for  the  individual  only,  but  for 
the  members  of  the  community.  In  the 
of  the  time  the  novelist  might  do  his  writing 
and  the  painter  paint  bis  pictures,  and  men 
and  women  would  be  able  to  get  much  mora 
time  for  culture  and  education  than  they  did 
at  the  present  time.  She  suggested  that  such 
a system  was  preferable  to  producing  all  kinds 
of  things  which,  at  the  best  of  times,  were  left 
on  the  market.  The  capitalist  factory  owners, 
when  they  had  produced  so  many  goods  that 
they  could  not  get  rid  of  them,  had  shipped 
them  abroad,  while,  as  a matter  of  fact,  there 
were  thousands  of  individuals  in  this  country 
who  had  not  the  necessary  clothes  or  boots. 
It  was  a bad  system  altogether,  and  should  be 
replaced  by  the  co-operative  system.  , 


TRUST  DANGERS. 

LECTURE  AT  CARDIFF. 

On  Sunday  evening,  March  12th.  r lan- 
tern lecture  was  given  to  a crowded  house 
in  the  I.L.P.  Hall,  Charles-street,  Cardiff, 
by  Mr.  H.  J.  Tayeon  (C.W.S.,  Cardiff),  the 
title  of  the  lecture  being  “ The  C.AV.S.  in 
Production  for  Use.”  The  lecturer  made  a 
powerful  appeal  to  his  audience  to  rouse 
themselves  to  the  dangers  which  assailed 
them  iu  the  industrial  and  economic  world 
by  the  ever-increasing  menace  of  capitalist 
trusts  combines,  and  syndicates.  Mr.  Tay- 
son  illustrated  in  a very  convincing  man 
ner  why  all  workers  should  belong  to  the 
co-operative  organisation  of  consumers,  and 
showed  them  how  co-operators  could,  Ky 
bringing  all  their  trade  to  the  society,  in- 
crease the  output  from  their  own  productive 
works,  cheapen  the  cost  of  production  and 
distribution,  and  so  lessen  the  cost  of  liv- 
ing. reduce  the  great  evil  of  unemployment 
by  providing  work  for  many  now  workless, 
and  by  the  members  themselves  becoming 
co-operative  missionaries,  help  to  bring  a 
greater  contentment  and  happiness  into  the 
lives  and  homes  of  others. 

The  lecture  was  augmented  by  films  and 
interspersed  with  musical  item's.  Mr.  T. 
Dnvies  presided  over  the  meeting  in  the 
absence  of  Air.  Darch. 


11 


FINANCIAL  POLICY. 

BALANCE  SHEETS  AND  Till:  USE  OF 
CAPITAL. 


UNIFORMITY  DISCUSSED 

OXFORD. 


AT 


ELL-ATTENDED  c.ollfetVIK* 
ilinn  was  held  ill  tin 
Oxford,  on  Saturday, 
represented,  the  C.W.S. 


CANADIAN  CATTLE  EMBARGO. 

CARDIFF  SOCIETY  AND  EARL 
BEAUCHAMP. 

At  a meetiug  of  the  Free  Trade  League  at 
Pennrth,  last  week,  Earl  Beauchamp  was  t lie 
principal  sneaker,  and  emphasised  the  im- 
portance of  all  restrictions  on  imports  and 
exports  being  done  away  with.  He 
asserted  that  this  would  stimulate  trade,  and 
consequently  tend  to . solve  the  unemploy- 
ment problem.  In  any  case  the  needs  of  the 
consumer  and  the  reduction  of  the  rust  of 
living  demanded  that  the  tariff  walh"now 
being  built  under  the  guise  of  tiie  protection 
of  industries  should  be  pulled  down  aitd  Free 
Trade  restored. 

In  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
speaker  the  president  of  the  Cardiff  Co- 
operative .Society  (Mr.  G.  H.  Clement)  stnted 
that  the  combination  of  consumers  known  as 
the  ro-operativ?  movement  looked  to  him  to 
do  his  utmost  both  in  the  Lords  and  else- 
where to  secure  the  raising  of  the  embargo 
Oil  the  importation. of  Canadian  c-ntile,  which 
would  have  the  direct  effect  of  reducing  the 
cost  of  meat  in  this  country. 

His  -Lordship,  in  replying,  stated  that  he 
cordially  agreed  with  the  demand,  and 
criticised  the  Government  iu  turning  down 
the  recommendations  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  them  to  inquire  into  this 
matter.  He  also  appealed  for  the  help  of  the 
co-operative  movement  on  the  Free  Trade 
platform, 


<>f  tlie  Oxford  District 
Co-operative  Assembly 
March  18th.  Mr.  J.  E. 

. and  Sir.  J.  Dickinson 
tli?  Co-operative  Union.  Mr.  E.  King  (president  of 
Oxford  Society ) occupied  the  chair. 

-Mr.  W.  II.  Liukorisli  (secretary,  Banbury  Society) 
submit  fed  for  discussion  bis  paper  on  "A  Distribu- 
tive Co-operative  Society  Balance  Sheet  jn,l  Financial 
Policy. ” He  submitted  die  following  points  for  dis- 
cussion A balance  sheet  should  be  as  simple  an  ex- 
position of  rile  financial  position  of  a society  us  was 
possible,  • consistent  with  modern  methods' of  account- 
ancy. The,  publication  of  depot  (mental  results  was 
a question  to  do  with  the  local  demands  of  eryli 
society,  but  iu  any  event  such  accounts  should  be 
prepared  for  the.  committee  and  officials,  even  if  not 
published. 

Where  productive  departments  were  run  by  distribu- 
tive societies,  separate  trading  result*  should  be  known 
I >r  the  purpose  of  safeguarding  productive  enterprises 
ly  providing  adequate  reserves  against  risks  under, 
taken,  and  thereafter  being  able  to  supplement  the"" 
dividend  as  far  as  possible.  Trading  stocks  for  trading 
and  balance  sheet  purposes  should  be  kept,  at  the 
co^t.nr  current  market  price,  whichever  was  lower. 
Properties  should  be  generously  depreciated  for  the 
several  reasons  shown.  Wist  methods  of  accumulating 
reserves  might  be  established  witlwut  being  too  exact- 
ing against  the  distribution  of  profits. 

Departmental  Accounts. 

Mr.  Dickinson  opened  the  discussion*  He  said  man- 
agement committees  should  demonstrate  to  the  mem- 
bers their  capability  of  managing  business.  There  need 
be  no  fenr  iu  the  publication  of  departmental  and 
trade  accounts.  Comparisons  made  between  one  branch 
aid  another  would  be  helpful.  There  was  much  un- 
productive and  dormant  capital,  and  members  had  a 
right  tb  a knowledge  of  the  whole  position. 

Mr.  Ginn-  (Oxford)  favoured  comparisons  of  opera- 
Hons  iu  various  stores.  The  productive  and  distribu- 
tive accounts  should  be  separated.  As  far  as  possible 
uniformity  of  balance  sheets  was  desirable,  and  the 
fullest  information  should  be  supplied  to  the  members. 

Mr.  Johns  (C.W.S.)  complimented  Mr.  Lickerish  on 
bis  paper.  He  was  in  perfect  agreement  with  the 
main  points  raised.  He  thought  they  were  apt  to 
give  too  much  information  to  their  competitors.  A 
sound  financial  policy  was  needed,  mid  stocks  in  hand 
depreciated  to  the  fullest  extent.  They  wanted  capital; 
but  what  they  wanted  most  was  trade,  and  morn  trade, 
in  order  to  keep  in  full  working  those  various  produc- 
tive works  they  had  already  established. 

Mr.  King  demonstrated  that  the  capital  of  the  move- 
ment was  mainly  built  up  on  dividend.  The  problem 
was  how  to  build  up  sufficient  capital  if  the  dividend 
were  abolished.  He  favoured  a strong  depreciation 
and  a cautious  policy  in  their  operations. 

Claims  ol  Education. 

Mr.  Taylor  regretted  that  in  the  paper  and  discus- 
sion no  reference  had  been  made  to  the  education 
accounts.  The  question  had  been  treated  purely 
the  commercial  side.  They  had  experienced  losses 
de,  and  to  some  small  extent  losses  in  membership. 
But  these  losses  would  not  have  come  about  with 
iperly  educated  body  of  members.  Lessened  divi- 
denda  meant  smaller  educational  grants,  ond  if  the 
means  were  not  forthcoming,  how  was  the  propei 
educational  work  to  be  carried  on? 

is,  Giles,  and  Woodward  (Chipping  Nor- 
ton) claimed  (hat  a proper  system  in  the  part  had 
enabled  their  society  to  pay  a fair  dividend. 

Ir.  Perry  (Banbury)  said  there  should  be  no  delay 
writing  down  stocks,  and  was  of  opinion  that  it 
i necessary  to  curtail  information  in  societies' 
counts  Which  might  be  used  to  their  disadvantage  by 
outside  traders. 

Carter  (Maidenhead)'  said  It,  was  desirable  to 
’ 'sjaitmu  [mommy  no  sjoquiem  iiaip  aiuoup. 
Green  (Oxford)  thought  more  uniformity  wu: 
try,  in  order  that  helpful  hints  could  be  obtained 
dakei  avoided  when  studying  other  societies' 
operations. 

(Oxford)  favoured  the  establisluiient.  of  a 
dividend  equalisation  fund  and  the  maintenance  of  a 
standard  dividend. 

Lickerish  replied  to  the  discussion,  and  a vote 
of  (hanks  was  accorded  him  for  the  masterly  liandlinc 
•■*»■■ 


SOCIETY  OF  CIVIL 
SERVANTS. 

; MR.  A.  BARNES’  ADDRESS  ON 
CO-OPERATION. 

QUESTION  OF  INDUSTRIAL 

CONTROL. 


CWMGORSE  CROW'S. 

ANOTHER  NEW  BRANCH. 

ik  opening  of  a new  branch  store  at 
Tairgwiiitli  by  the  Cwmgorse  mid  District 
Society,  which  took  place  on  .March  13th.  has 
created  quite  a stir  in  the  district.  It.  i* 
situated  in  a thickly  populated  part  of  the 
place,  mill  the  management  committee  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  co-operation 
must  he  taken  to  the  doorsteps  of  the  people, 
so  that  the  co-operative  stores  can  provide 
hen;  members  with  all  the  commodities  tliev 
•equire. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  society  has 
made  very  goqd  progress.  It  has  been  an 
uphill  fight,  because  in  a district  of  this 
nature  where  the  bonier  shop  had  been  for 
ears  the  mainspring  of  trading,  ignorance 
ml  prejudice  have  been,  and  will  be.  the 
••ell  enemies  of  co-operation.  The  eduen- 
un  of  the  people  in  co-operative  ideals  and 
dvnutages  is  being  continued,  however,  and 
U success  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  during 
tlu?  last  three  years  two  branches  have  been 
opened. 

The  management  committee,  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Davies,  whose  keen 
business  Abilities  have  proved  that  the  eo- 
itive  movement  can  hold  its  own  in  nil 
tiens  have  made  progress,  and  especially 
in  catering  for  social  functions.  None  of  the 
other  traders  can  approach  the  society  in 
this  respect,  aiid  this  kind  of  work  proves 
good  advertisement  for  jli?  movement, 
st  year,  as  usual,  the  society  paid  in 
the  pMmd  as  dividend. 


Mb.  Alfred  Barnes  (the  Omiraau  of  tho 
London  Society)  had  a now  totporiraco  on 
Fndoy.  Morel,  10th.  nl.on  l„,  ,v„s  „We 
to  placo  before  a gathering  of  ,-ivil  servants  a , 
cogent  and  comprehensive  exposition  of  the 
principles  of  co-operation.  The  Society  of 
o , fc™"15  Ixwe  arranged,  at.  the  London 
oehool  of  Economics,  a sciic-  of  lectures  on 
industrial  administration.  On  February  loth 
Mr  Gordon  Selfridge  spoke  on  ’’ Compel  it  ion 
and  Incentive.”  Mr.  Barnes’  theme  was 

Lo-Dperatmii  s Contribut  ion  Towards  tlm 
Collective  Control  of  Industry."  and,  naturally, 
was  the  antithesis  to  Mr.  Selfridge’s  line  of 
argument. 

■Sir  Win.  Mackenzie,  K.C..  K.B.E..  who 
presided,  said  to  those  interested  directly  or 
indirectly  m the  co-operative  movement  there 
was  no  occasion  to  introduce  the  lecturer, 
wr.  Barnes  o&qupied  one  of  the  leading  posi- 
tions m the  country  as  an  exponent  of  the 
advantages  to  the  State  and  the  citizen  of 
industrial  co-operation.  Ho  worked  rather  ■ 
than  theorised,  and  practised  what  he  preached. 

With  all  its  Faults. 

In  the  course  of  his  address,  Mr.  Barnes 
cooperative  movement, 

Z8  faU  8 an<!  trlumphs,  represented 
the  collective  genius  of  the  working  classes  of 
tins  country  in  the  organisation  and  control 
of  then-  own  jndustry.  Some  years  ago  a 
party  of  American  journalists  who  were  study- 
ing democratic  movements  in  this  country 
?anS-o  Ibrough  the  central  premises  of  the 
C.ty.S.  at  Manchester.  They  asked  to 
have  introduced  to  them  the  big  brain  of 
the  co-operative  movement.  They  were  told 
that  there  was  no  big  brain  behind  the  co- 
operative movement,  but  that  it  represented 
the  collective  genius  of  the  working  people 
generally.  Recently  he  had  the  pleasure  of 
taking  over  some  portions  of  the  premises 
of  the  London  .Society  a party  of  American 
professors,  that  which  most  impressed  them 
was  that,  the  committee  responsible  for  the 
policy  of  the  organisation  were  without  ex- 
ception trained  from  the  artisan  class  of  East 
London.  It  was  an  important  fact  that  the 
co-operative  movement,  despite  the  com- 
petition it  had  met,  had  been  able  with  its 
working-class  controllers  to  develop  a system 
of  commercial  administration  which  compared 
very  favourably  with  that  of  private  enter- 
prise. 

To  the  Movement's  Credit. 

Mr.  Baines  proceeded  to  define  the  prin- 
ciples underlying  the  movement,  explaining 
the  advantages  of  the  system  of  dividends  on 
purchases,  the  aids  to  thrift,  the  structure  of 
its  government,  and  the  different  spirit  which 
the  co-operative  trade  brought  into  the  work- 
ing-class home.  He  enlarged  on  the  value 
of  the  committee  work  in  the  training  of 
workers  and  in  the  development  of  a sincerity 
of  service.  The  political  activities  of  tho 
movement  were  also  dealt  with. 

Mr.  Barnes  claimed  that  the  achievements 
he  had  indicated  showed  that  democracy  was 
capable  of  owning,  controlling,  and  distribu- 
ting the  material  things  of  life.  There  was  an 
inseparable  connecting  link  between  the 
co-operative  movement,  the  municipal  organi- 
sations, and  the  great  Civil  .Service.  In  the 
co-operative  movement  they  had  developed 
the  same  spirit  of  service  as  was  displayed 
in  the  Civil  Service  and  the  municipal  organisa- 
tions—the  three  forms  of  development  on 
which  social  democracy  to-morrow  was  going 
to  Hie  built.  (Applause.)  « 

In  the  discussion  there  was  a general  agree- 
ment as  to  the  value  of  the  co-operative 
movement.  Mrs.  Corner  particularly  praised 
the  educational  side  and  the  work  of  the 
Women's  Guilds  which  she  regarded  as  an 
ideal  housewives’  association. 

Mr.  Wise, 'in  proposing  a vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  and  Mr.  Barnes,  said  the 
co-operative  movement  was  n complete  and 
crushing  answer  to  those  who  believed  that, 
nothing  could  be  effected,  commercially  or 
politically,  without  a sordid  motive.  (Ap- 
plause.) He  expressed  the  gratitude  and 
appreciation  of  the  members  to  Mr.  Barnes 
for  having  given  them  such  an  interesting 
evening. 


THE  WORLDS  NEED. 

Speaking  at  a meeting  arranged  bv  the 
South  Suburban  Society's  Representation 
Council  at  Croydon,  in  regard  to  tho 
Greater  London  Scheme,  Alderman  A. 
Emil  Davies  (the  writer  if  "A  Business 
Man's  Notebook  ”),  propouiyled  the  argu- 
ment that  the  great  need  of  the  world  was 
smaller  political  and  bigger  economic  units. 
While  the  creation  of  sutler  political 
units  was  just,  he  said,  larger  economics 
as  within  which  free  trade  obtained,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  United  Stote*?,  Here 
needed,  and  it  was  along  these  lines  that 
-the  problems  of  Greater  London  nfiist  find 
their  solution.  Ikindon  had  splashed  over 
such  on  extent  that  while  the  volume  of 
business  had  increased  enormously,  and 
the  population  dependent  upon  London 
had  increased  by  60  per  cent,  in  lees  than 
halLa- century,  the  population  of  London 
itself  hod  declined. 
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TAXING  THE 
HOUSEWIFE’S  POCKET. 

VALUABLE  EVIDENCE  FROM 

OIK  C.W.S. 

The  co-operative  movement  lias  from 
time  to  time  pointed  valuable  evidences 
concerning  the  economic  conditions 
under  which  the  people  live,  and  the 
statistics  prepared  by  our  C.W.S.  for 
the  year  1921  contain  some  interesting 
items  which  deserve  to  be  widely  known. 
Especially  ought-  every  co-operative 
houeswife  to  know  about  them. 

The  figures  given  are  concerned  with 
important  household  requirements — 
sugar,  jams,  sweets,  and  other  items 
into  which  the  sugar  duty  enters ; and 
such  other  articles  as  cocoa,  dried  fruit, 
tobacco,  &c.,  upon  which  duty  must 
be  paid  before  they  can  be  bought  by 
the  housewife. 

Of  these  articles  the  C.W.S.  last  year 
distributed  to  its  members  amounts  to 
the  total  value  of  £12,663,374,  out  of 
which  there  was  paid  to  the  Government 
as  indirect  taxes  £8,183,123. 

The  consumers,  therefore,  paid  7s.  7d. 
in  taxes  on  every  20s.  worth  of  these 
goods. 

The  vScottish  C.W.S.  sold  42,573  t(?ns 
of  sugar  to  its  members,  upon  which 
a duty  of  £25  13s.  4d.  per  ton  was  paid. 
The  pre-war  duty  was  only  £1  16s.  8d. 
per  ton.  The  difference  of  course  falls 
upon  the  housewife’s  pocket.  In  fact, 
the  housewife  now  pays  in  duty  on  sugar 
practically  as  much  as  she  paid  lor  the 
sugar  itself  in  pre-war  days. 

In  the  year  1920,  it  is  pointed  out,  the 
taxes  on  these  comrrtbn  articles  of  con- 
sumption amounted  to  5s.  7d.  in  the 
pound,  so  that  with  wages  coming  down, 
and  serious  unemployment  impoverishing 
the  workers,  these  indirect  taxes  on  the 
people's  food  have  risen  2s.  in  the  pound. 

It  must  not,  of., course,  be  implied 
that  co-operators  are  the.  ptily  sufferers 
from  this  iniquitous  form  of  taxation. 
The  whole  population  suffers.  But  the 
co-operator  has  an  advantage — for  she 
still  has  her  store  “dividends"  (small 
or  large)  to  help  her.  There  is  also  this 
to  the  advantage  of  the  co-operator. 
Through  our  central  organisations  we 
do  know  exactly  where  we  stand,  and 
are  able — as  these  statistics  prove— 
to  see  and  understand  the  bearing  of 
indirect  taxation  upon  our  daily  lives. 

It  is — or  should  be — part  of  the  educa- 
tional curriculum  of  every  guild  branch 
to  make  its  members  understand  the 
significance  of  our  balance  sheets,  and 
to  be  able  to  grasp  the  importance  of 
figures  which  show  the  strength  or 
weakness  of  the  movement  as  a whole. 

Sooner  than  some  of  us  realise  perhaps 
women  will  get  an  opportunity  of  saying 
whether  these  indirect  taxes  shall  con- 
tinue. The  cry  of  “ A Free  Breakfast 
Table  ” has  long  been  a slogan  of  the 
Wdmen’s  Guild,  and  with  these  striking 
figures  before  us  we  can  ask  some  very 
pertinent  questions  when  the  time  comes. 


ENDOWMENT  OF  MOTHERHOOD. 


Tiie  annual  conference  of  Labour  woinen, 
which  meets  at  Leamington  in  May.  is  to 
havo  this  difficult  subject  before  it,  in  the 
form  of  a special  report.  It  i«s  not  easy  to 
-propose  a scheme  which  will  neither  make 
invidious  distinctions  amongst  working  folk 
on  the  one  hand,  nor  cut  across  trade  union 
practice  in  wage  arrangements  on  the  other. 

It  may  bo  a very  old-fashioned  notion,  but 
quite  n number  of  folk  really  helieve  that 
child-bearing,  fluid-rearing  women  really 
prefer  to  be  at  home  with  their  liabjos.  Til 
a report  just  recently  issued  t lie  labour 
Party  renews  its  statement  that  neither  sox 
nor  marriage  should  be  a disqualification ; 
amir  that  the  sole  problem  should  be  to  get 
the!  best  person  for  the  particular  job. 


We  learn  from  the  women's  section  of  the 
Dutch  “Co-operative  News’’  that  during 
192E  it  i^hoped  to  start  women’s  clubs  in 
connection  with  every  co-operative  societv  in 
Hofand. 

The  Sliildon  Guild  held  a successful  whist 
drive  and  danw  recently.  Mr.  Michael 
Wat-sen,  J.P.  ( manages-  of  the  local,  branch 
of  the  Bishop  Auckland  Society),  spoke  of 
the  importance  of  women's  work  in  the 
movement,  and  urged  ovory  woman  to  equip 
herself  to  take  an  intelligent  part  in  elec- 
tions. Mrs.  M.  Watson  presented  the  prizes. 


WOMEN  AND  ECONOMY  CAMPAIGN. 

HIGH  COST  OF  LIVING  AND  TAXATION. 


Lief,  just  now  is  costly,  and  to  the  ears 
of  housewives  the  word  economy  ” is 
monotonous.  Still,  nationally  in  Parlia- 
ment and  locally  in  city,  borough,  and 
urban  councils,  the  financial  position  is 
serious,  and  will  have  to  be  faced  by  all. 
During  the  war 

reriod  the  uccumu- 
a t e d wealth  * of 
generations  was  dis-~ 
sipated.  For  ifour 
years  a large  number 
of  our  young,  able- 
bodied  men  were  with- 
drawn from  produc- 
tive industry,  while 
a great  number  of 
men  and  women  were 
occupied  in  produe-. 
ing  munitions  of  war. 

For  four  -years,  and, 
indeed,  up  to  the 
present  time,  our 
Government  has  been 
borrowing  money  to 
pay  for  this  vast  ex^ 
penditure,  and  in  con- 
sequence the  country 
is  burdened  with  a 
greatly  increased 
national  debt.  The 
rate  of  interest  on 
this  borrowed  money 
was  fixed  at  6 per 
cent.  From  small  in- 
vestors a compara- 
tively small  sqm  was 
obtained,  but  large 
banking  and  insur- 
ance and  business 
concerns  advanced 
hundreds  of  millions 
of  pounds. 

On  this  great  debt 
every  year  345  million  . 

pounds  are  paid  as  interest  alone — that  is, 
more  than  a third  of  our  national  revenue 
obtained  by  taxation  is  required  to  meet 
this  annual  charge.  Sir  Robert  Home  lias 
announced  that  until  1929  the  rate  of  in- 
terest cannot  be  reduced,  although  the 
Bank  Rate  has  fallen  to  4)  per  cent. 


Because  of  this  burden,  and  the  in- 
creased cost  of  militarism,  we  are  to 
economise  — economise  on  health  and 
education. 

To-day,  taxation  stands  at  £30  per  head 
of  the  population,  to  which  the  workers 
— t li  e housewives, 

chiefly,  contribute  63 
millions. 

The  high  cost  of 
living  is  largely  the 
result  cf  this  burden 
of  high  taxation,  and 
has  a great  influence 
in  forcing  up  local 
rates  and  house 
rents. 

To  the  minds  of 
co-operators  economy 
on  education  a n d 
housing  is  repellent. 
In  1918  we  were  all 
looking  forward  to 
widely  extended  edu- 
cation.nl  facilities 
under  the  Fisher 
Act ; now,  instead  of 
a wise  expenditure, 
we  are  faced  with 
short-sighted  parsi- 
mony, and  the 
children  to-day  are 
actually  to  be  worse 
off  than  ill  1914. 

The  Government 
which  breaks  faith 
with  the  children  and 
the  young  couples 
could  more  effectively 
break  down  taxation 
by  reducing  the  rate 
of  interest  on  the 
War  Debt,  but  ap- 
parently the  children 
and  young  couples 
are  more  helpless  than  the  monied  interests. 

Women  must  go  on  protesting  against 
saving  money  on  education  and  public 
health,  and  lavishing  it  on  interest  on  the 
War  Debt.  

“ Woman's  Outlook  " for  reliable  recipes. 


From  “La  Co-operative 

THE  TREE  OF  GOOD  AND  EVIL. 
Alwiyi  Take  the  Right  Road.  which  leads  to  ihe 
Co-operative  Tree,  which  is  always  full  of  fruit  if 
we  ere  true  to  co-operative  principles,  rather  than 
stop  to  listen  to  the  Evil  One,  who  puts  out  bails  for 
the  wary  housewife,  gulling  her  with  presents,  and 
leading  her  “ *l"  -*  ‘h* 


die  direction  of  the  Wrong  Road. 


AN  HONOUR  FOR  ALL 

WOMEN. 

GREETINGS  AND  CONGRATULATIONS 
TO  MISS  LLEWELYN  DAVIES. 

Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  sends  us  the  following 
translated  letter  from  Frau  Freundlich 
for  publication  in  our  “ Women  s Pages,'1 
feeling  sure  that  Guild  branches  would 
like-  to  read  the  same.*  Miss  Llewelyn 
Davies  also  asks  us  to  express  her  thanks 
to  the  many  branches  which  have  written 
expressing  their  pleasure  and  congratula- 
tions at  hor  appointment  as  President  of 
the  Brighton  Congress.  She  asks  all  to 
accept  this  acknowledgment.  — Ed., 

“ Women’s  Pages.’’ 

Cotoper  ati  ve  women  read  with  great 
gladness  of  the  high  honour  -which  the 
English  co-operative  movement  has  con- 
ferred upon  you  in  entrusting  you  with  the 
presidency  of  this  year’s  Co-operative  Con- 
gress. Women  rejoice  tliat  the  English 
movement  is  paying  to  you  it  part  of  the  debt 
of  gratitude  tliat  we  all  owe  von  ior  tlu  won- 
derful and  active  work  which  for  so  many 
years  you  have  carried  on  for  women  and  for 
the  co-operative  movement. 

You  were  among  the  piouoers,  like  the 
Rochdale  weavers,  and  long  before  Olliers 
had  even  thought  of  it,  wore  eagerly  engaged 
in  winning  women  for  the  movement  and  the 
movement  for  women'.  If  to-day  throughout 
the  world  we  look  with  admiration  it  the 
great  English  movement,  part  »f  that 
admiration  belongs  to  the  English  women, 
and  above  all  to  you,  for  without  the  labours 
of  the  women,  without  the  sympathy  and 
inspiration  of  the  women,  so  gigantic  a work 
could  never  have  been  accomplished.  We 
all  to-day  regard  it  as  an  honour  which  is  ex- 
tended through  you  to  all  women  of  the 
whole  world,  for  you  are  the  first  woman 
whom  a great  national  movement  Ins  so 
conspicuously  honoured.  We  rejoice  for  you 
and  we  rejoice  for  the  whole  movement, 
which  by  this  action  demonstrates  that 
equality  of  the  sexes  is  not  a mere  word,  but 
a fact  which  it  records  and  respects.  We 
qre  proud  for . you,  dear  friend,  who  have 
always  been  a good  comrade  and  ft  loving, 
mother  to  us  all,  who  have  brought  to  all  the 
cares  and  the  troubles  of  our  work  the 
most  perfect  understanding. 

So  we  cannot  allow  this  event,  this  signifi- 
cant event,  significant  for  women  and 
significant  for  tile  whole  movement,  to  pass 
by  without  thanking  yfcu  once  again,  thank- 
ing you  from  lour  whole  hearts, for  your.  work, 
your  idealism,  and  your  nntirmg  zeal.  We 
can  only  thank  you  with  words  to-dav,  but 
we  will  thank  you  with,  d^ods,  ft»d  rich  seed 
shall  come  to  fruit  fn  every  pArt  of  thq  world 
front  the  example  which  you.  hare  given  us. 

For  ' the  International  Corpora  tine 

Women’s  Committee, 

Emmt  FRECXDMCn. 
Vienna,  March  11th,  1922. 


FROM  THE  LAND  OF 

THE  SILVER  FERN. 

CO-OPERATION  AND  “WOMAN'S 
OUTLOOK"  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

“ Woman's  Outlook,”  like  the  movement 
for  which  it  stands,  knows  no  frontiers.  This 
little  magazine  is  welcomed  with  open  arms 
at  the  far-flung  outpost  of  New  Zealand, 
where  a few  enthusiasts  are  making  great 
sacrifices  to  establish  co-operative  societies. 

Writing  to  the  editor  of  the  11  Woman’s 
Outlook  ” (Mrs.  Banifcrd  Tomlinson)  Mr. 
Harold  Tidman,  editor  of  “ The  New  Zealand 
Co-operator,”  in  the  course  of  a very  lengthy 
letter  says:  “ At  last  we  are  getting  down 
to  the  bed-rock.  We  are  finding  out  who  are 
friends  and  who  are  fees,  for  so  much  of  the 
sc-called  ‘ co-operation  ’ is  but  a cloak  to  ltido 
private  capitalism.  The  fight  is  an  uphill 
one,  and  sometimes  tlw  enthusiasts  grow 
disheartened,  until  they  remember  what  lms- 
row  n out  of  the  struggles  of  the  Rocli- 
ule  Pioneers.  A full-time  organiser  is 
needed,  for  our  pioneers  havo  only  their 
spare-time  in  which  to  work,  and  progress 
is  painfully  slow. 

“ Imbued  with  the  same  spirit  tliat 
dominated  the  Rochdale  Pioneers  these 
enthusiasts  are  giving  up  their  holidays  to 
form  societies,  while  others  are  making 
monetary  sacrifices  in  the  hope  that  the 
example  will  not  be  lost  on  the  rank  and  file 
members. 

“ The  little  magazine  forms  n living  link 
between  the  societies.  A page  ;s  devoted  to 
the  women,  who  are  at  pres  -ut  organising 
Guilds  in  connection  with  the  largest  socie- 
ties, the  chief  difficulty  beiug  tliat  of  obtain- 
ing a room,  as  only  the  Wellington  {society 
so  far  possesses  a social  hall.  In  1920  it 
conference  was  arranged,  wiien  tin-  Co- 
operative Union  and  Wholesale  Society  cf 
New  ealand  was  foimed,  and  business  was 
begun  by  ordering  quantities  of  tea  from  cur 
own  C.W.S. 

••  It  is  all  a labour  of  love.”  conclutlos  Mr. 
Tidman,  “but  good  must  result,  for  the 
greatest  attention  is  being  lavished  on  the 
women  and  the  young  people,  who.  are 
"specially  catered  for  in  the  nlogazilx?. 


Burnley's  innovation.— Tlte  member?  of 
the  Burnley  Guild  have  adopted  an  experi- 
ment with  ^reat  success.  Mail#  of  their 
weekly  meetings  bate  been  devptod  to  inter- 
views with  the  heads  of  the  vfiflhbs  depart- 
ments of  the  society.-  followed  by  free  dis- 
cussion. Mtioh  useful  information  regarding 
the  various  departmental  -woi'kiogs  has  been 
obtained. 

A new  branch  lias  been  formed  at  Buckley, 
with  Mrs.  Arrow  smith  president,  Mrs.  J. 
Wiloock  vice-president,  Mrs.  Shepherd  trea- 
surer. and  Mrs.  C.  Jones  secretary.  Mrs, 
Russell  (district  secretary)  attended  the  first 
meeting  on  the  23rd  ult. 


ELECTED  TO  MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEES. 

Mrs.  Mouxsox  Mrs,  Pollard 
(Pendleton).  (Ilkeston). 

We  very  much  regret  that  owing  t,(  a 
printer’s  error  the  names  under  the  two 
photographs  in  last  week’s  “ Women  - 
Pages”  were  reversed.  They  should  bare 
read,  reading  left  to  right,  Mrs.  HewitMui 
(Middlesbrough).  Miss  Barnes  (Cnrlisfia, 
who  have  both  been  elected  to  the  nianagc- 
anent  committees  of  their  respect  it  e 
societies. 


TRAINING  FOR  MANAGEMENT. 


Dear  Madam, — I endorse  all  that  you  re- 
in vour  article  in  “Training  for  M m;  . 
ment  " as  again  what  “Mere  Man''  siv. 
Who  makes  more  sweeping  assertions  tb.ni 
‘Mere  Man”  himself?  From  expericim  I 
contend  that  Wooten’s  training  starts  in  ilw 
guildroom — even  if  credit  is  given  to  tin- 
educational  committee  for  the  finishing  - If 
part  of  the  education.  But  have  not  im-t 
of  our  women  gone  straight  from  the  guild- 
room  to  the  management  committe?. 

As  for  “ sing,  say.  or  pay”  socials  tln-v 
are  few  and  far  between,  but  necessary  to 
replenish  funds.  I wonder,  too,  how  many 
attendance  registers  “ Mere  Man  ’ has  seen. 
Irregular  attendance  is  no  reason  for  In- mu 
incapable  of  taking  any  official  part  in  an> 
society,  especially  when  duty  calls  elsewhere 
As  “ Mere  Man  ” generally  gets  out  of  I-  ek- 
ing after  a family  and  domestic  dutii  in 
general,  it  would  behove  him  to  say  le-  ami 
listen  to  less  gossip. 

A peep  into  our  guild  programme  wont  I do 
him  good.  This  includes  speakers  on  iiiI-t- 
csting  and  vital  questions  such  as  < - 
operative  Parliamentary  Represent  1 
course  of  lectures  on  “ European  Ifisr-  1 , 
and  classes*  on  Esperanto.  One  of  -mr 
members  is  a candidate  for  the  f»#rthc,*-M- mg 
U.D.C.  election.  This  does  not  awggexi  ■ -t 
we  have  much  time  for  gossip  cr  to  li  1-11 
to  any. 

Anti-Gossiping  Guildswova  > . 

63,  Eembnnk  Avenue,  Sudbury  Hill, 
Sontll  Harrow. 


"MERE  MAN'S"  STATEMENTS. 


Dear  Madam, — I was  astounded  to  nad 
“Mere  Man's”  letter  in  last  iv.-k's 
“ Women's  Pages.”  As  a member  ol  t lie 
Manchester  District  Committee,  whose  work 
it  is  to  visit  local  Guild  branches,  I make 
bold  to  say  that  out  of  the  forty-tin-  in 
this  district,  reaching  as  far  as  Buxton.  « 
very  small  number  indeed  have  a “ 
say,  or  pay  ” night.  Guild  members  on  tin* 
other  hand,  clamour  for  education.  Hut 
surely  they  are  entitled  to  a change  of  pro- 
gramme, and  even  the  “sing,  say,  or  |>  ’ 
night,  if  properly  organised,  is  conilm  i'1' 
to  the  women  trying  to  think  and  exprt 

themselves.  It  is  quite  true  that  w 

find  their  feet  and  gain  confidence  i"  H"' 
guild  room.  I have  been  a co-opera  tor  1 11 
thirty  years — and  a loyal  one  at  that  l"ii 

1 never  miss  an  importunity  of  stating,  m 

becoming  a member  of  the  Guild  neurl.s  d m 
years  ago,  I have  gained  a far  wider  know- 
ledge of  the  movement  generally,  while  no 
thirst  for  knowledge  and  education  has  *"■- 
come  keener  since  joining  tlte  Guild.  J I'1”' 
been  a reader  of  the  “-Co-operative  V " - 
for  thirty  years,  but  I have  found,  by  l»  - 
an  active  Guild  member.  I am  the ( 'K  j l' ' 
prepared  for  the  management  board.  - ” 
Man  " wants  to  know  whut  he  is  talking 
about  lie  fore  making  such  state-men  1. 
Thank  von  for  your  comments  on  hi  - l< 

— Yours  truly,  (Mrs.)  I1.  Daw*"' 

37,  Corintli-strcet,  Hafpurhe.v,  Mar.  I 


WOMEN  CANVASSERS. 


Dear  Madam,-  I read  with  intern 
interview  with  Miss  I’otts  and 
Smethurst  regarding  the  empnoin. 
women  canvassers.  \ou  will  , 
know  tliat  the  experience  of  our  siwi?  1 
tending  ov  er  a period  cf  2J  > ‘ ‘ ' - 
all  vou  had  to  say  , on.  too  on 

v - Or.-£.*r  o-.'  . • . 

vasser  was  employed  no  tore  n 
lion  by  the  Edniont-  11  .Society, 
been  active  iu  the  enuirge«l 
faithfully, 

James  Mvli.es. 

Publicity  Manager.  London  ( o-oj 


ad  ha 


agworth  Guild  members  ha*l  , 

-t  drive  and  dance  in  aid  01 
rnrarr.  'the 

«-s  Lees.  Grimes  and  bro'tb.  and  -J  b 
t Lines,  and  Turner.  , ' 1 r 

ner,  a local  Guild  member  lias 
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CLAMOURING  FOR  ORGANISATION. 

■ CO-OPERATIVE  WOMEN  THE  WIDE  WORLD  OVER. 

GERMANY'S  RAPID  STRIDES  AND  ICELAND’S  MOVE. 

BY  OCR  OWN  REPRESENTATIVE. 


"Women  are  gradually  gaining  recogni- 
tion in  the  co-operative  movement,  not 
only  in  Great  Britain,  but  in  the  many 
countries  throughout  the  world. 

Since  its  inception  the  International 
Committee  has  received  inquiries  from 
America.  Italy,  and  China.  Indeed,  it  is 
impossible  to  name  one  country  where 
some  attempt  is  not  being  made  to 
organise  the  women.  while  news  is 
continually  being  received  about  women’s 
doings  in  all  parts  of 
the  world. 

From  Holland  we 
learn  that  the  Dutch 
Guild  has  two  members 
on  the  board  of  their 
Co-operative  Union — 

Miss  Meyboom  (secre- 
tary of  the  Guild)  and 
Mivs  Hngenlioltz  (vice- 
president).  Then,  as 
already  stated  in  our 
••  Women’s  Pages,”  the 
Swiss  women  are  well 
organised,  and  even  in 
Czecho  - Slovakia  a 
Women's  Guild  is  in 
course  of  formation, 

Frau  Freundlieh,  the 
president  of  t h 
Women’s  International 
Committee,  having 
addressed  u number  of 
women’s  meetings  there. 

Women  are  also  -represented  on  the  man- 
agement committees  in  that  country,  and 
under  their  leadership  it  is  an  easy  matter 
to  organise  other  women. 

The  most  extensive  inquiries;  however, 
originate  from  Germany,  where  a woman 
has  been  appointed  as  organiser,  for  in 
Germany  those  responsible  for  co-operative 
management  to-day  are  very  anxious 
women  should  take  a part  in  the  work  of 
their  societies.  Then  women  with  some 
knowledge  of  co-operation  have  been 
appointed  to  help  in  the  organising  of 
guild  branches.  It  is  hoped  shortly  to 
have  a strong  Guild  organisation  in 
Germany.  In  fact,  the,  women’s  movement 
in  Germany  is  making  rapid  strides,  while 
the  German  Union  ie  publishing  the  next 


issue  of  its  paper  as.  a woman’s  number. 
The  big  co-operative  society  in  Cologne 
has  appointed  Fraulein  Frida  Busch  as  the 
first  woman  secretary  in  Germany.  This 
will  soon  result  in  other  associations 
having  women  secretaries,  which  will  be  a 
great  gain.  For  it  will  only  be  when  there 
is  a central  organisation,  able  to  group 
together  all  the  scattered  women’s  efforts, 
that  work  will  go  forward  really  systemati- 
cally. Therein  lies  its  great  significance,  for 
the  most  important  work 
tends  to  flicker  out  if 
it  is  not  performed 
regularly  and  systema- 
tically. 

Hopeful  news  also 
comes  from  Belgium 
and  Bavaria,  where 
steps  have  already  been 
taken  to  form  .co-opera- 
tive women's  organisa- 
tions; and  the  co- 
operative newspapers 
in  Belgium  are  devoting 
much  of  their  space  in 
m a king  interested 
appeals  to  the  women. 

It  is  rather  strange, 
hut  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty in  organising  the 
women  is  in  Australia 
and  in  America.  There 
are  several  women's 
guilds  in  these  two 
countries,  but  so  far  there  is  no  central 
organisation,  and  while  it  is  easy  to  stimu- 
late local  enthusiasm  it  is  difficult  to  main- 
tain it.  Everywhere  one  turns  to-day  there 
seems  to  be  an  universal  clamouring 
amongst  tlie  women  of  the  various 
countries  for  organisation.  Truly,  the 
international  co-operative  outlook  is  being 
broadened.  So  enthusiastic  is  the  response 
that  the  time  must  come  when  the  question 
of  language  will  have  to  be  tackled,  for 
last,  but  by  no  means  least,  comes  a 
request  for  literature  and  information 
about  the  Women’s  Guild  from  Iceland. 
All  good  wishes  to  tile  women’s  movement 
in  that  far-off  land,  and  to  all  co-operative 
women  the  wide  world  o’er. 


Shouting  with  the  Crowd. 

Do  not  insult  your  intelligence 
by  reading  papers  afraid  to 
: protest  against  the  wren 7.  : 

READ  ONLY  THE 

‘WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK,’ 

which  does  no'  shout  with 
the  crowd. 

APRIL  Number  Now  Out. 

Special  Features  : 

S«ein<  Sp  iin—  Citizens  in  the  Making 
(by  Lady  Acland)- Should  Wives  Bead 
their  Husbands'  Letters  7— Ltagu.s  cl 
Yonth:  a Wonderful  Movement  for  In- 
ternationalism-Fashions, Cookery,  lie. 


SPADE  WORK  IN  THE  GUILD. 

••W  THE  “WOMENS  PAGES'’  HAVE  HELPED  DEVELOPMENT. 


Mrs.  Jaques  (Wakefield.  Yorkshire 
Council  member)  spoke  on  “ Guild  Organisa- 
tion,” at  the  Coklerdale  District  Guild  Con- 
ference, held  at  Halifax,  on  Saturday  last. 
After  referring  to  the  early  struggles  and 
the  festival  held  in  Manchester  in  1892.  the 
speaker  traced  the  history  and  progress  of 
the  English  organisation.  Undoubtedly,  site 
continued,  the  ” Women's  Pages  ” in  the 
" Co-operative  News”  have  contributed 
greatly  to  the  success  of  the  Guild.  Not 
°nly  were  the  early  workers  encouraged  by 
those  responsible  for  this  part  of  the 
“News,”  but  all  through  the  Guild’s  his- 
tory support  had  been  given  to  the  Women 
bv  the  editors. 

Spade  work  in  the  Guild  movement  had 
been  performed  by  district  committee 
members,  who  should  realise  the  necessity 
for  bolding  more  officials’  classes,  and  one 
ood  two-days'  schools.  Many  districts  were 
10-day  so  impoverished  it  was  quite  impos- 
sible to  do  much  propaganda  work.  Loyalty 
"as  the  early  watchword,  and  it  was  the 
"atchword  to-day.  In  no  case,  she  s.aid, 
have  I found  “ our  own  goods  ” dearer  than 
those  of  outside  firms,  taking  into  account, 
of  course,  quality.  A recent  window-  display 
Jt  Wakefield  had  proved  to  members  that 
the  goods  purchased  at  the  stores  were 
cheaper  than  were  the  same  articles  from 
private  traders  in  the  town,  and  while  the 
at  a large  multiple  shop  were  slightly 
Plumper  the  quality  was  vastly  inferior. 


Enthusiastic  Co-operators  Wanted. 

AN  v men  must  .urge  upon  management  c 
mittees  the  necessity  for  educating 
Payees.  Until  they  were  enthusiastic 
,ri7\tors  ‘fc  wns  impossible  to  adva 
fihckly.  Guilds  women  .had  been  ins' 

jonui  in  obtaining  trade  union  rate 
Tn?v iand  shorter  hours  for  the  employ 
. the  best  service  should  be  given 
Through  their  Guild  training  women  n 
Benf  - 01  •Attending  and  taking  an  mb 
. t interest  in  the  quarterly  meetings,  ; 
i„,„ot'un,inK  members  on  elucition  , 
a Hagenient  committees,  as  well  os’  tak 
U?«  *u  municipal  life.  Women,  in 
22»  T1'  fw  »>»re  useful  than  liien  o 
'Iran  ''  s , -anU  especially  in  dealing  \i 
irei»v  ',LT>ai'tinent.s.  Until  Guilds  wot 
I,.;.,  ’^presented  on  management  ci 

rtesnn?  Il-  "aR  “hnost  impossible  to  get 
ution- ou-tho  sectioualJjoards  of 

W the  C'.NY.S.  director; 

■Coni  lnU’r»«ti'H-Al  Compel  tive  A Him 
. mg-  t,l°  pleaded 

ifi„i  ' tta,mimit y m Guild"  meetings,  s 
*>„„»  V®  m;idg  to  obtain  on  infiiu 

hciih  ”lur,r‘«d  women  into  the  brand 
W,,.,01*  00,*U1  not  be  under  liken  bv 
*lutioM  f l,‘K  U,c  tl,an  10  help  with 
Hon  for  unemployment. 


Where  Goes  the  Money? 

Mrs.  Barnes  (Hebden  Bridge)  said  the 
CaJderdale  district  had  only  money  enough 
for  two  conferences  a year.  Schools  and 
officials’  classes  were  impossible. 

Mrs.  Nortbend  (Halifax)  thought  there 
ought  to  bs  at  least  three  conferences  in  the 
year. 

Mrs.  Ellison  (Hebden  Bridge)  inquired 
how  the  ninepenoe  which  went  to  the  Cen- 
tral Committee  was  expended.  It  was 
ridiculous  to  expect  a small  district  like 
theirs  to  carry  on  with  the  members’  two- 
penny subscription!?. 

Mrs.  Sutcliffe  (Holden  Bridge)  did  rot  see 
the  use  of  having  a district  committee  if  it 
was  notlnng  more  than  a figure-head. 

Mrs.  Liunb  (Sowerby  Bridge)  also  con- 
sidered it  impossible  for  a small  district  to 
work  effectively  on  such  n sum. 

_ Mrs.  Thompson  (Todmorden,  Distrust 
Committee)  pointed  out  how  impossible  it 
was  for  a district  committee  to  raise  money. 

Miss  Sutcliffe  (district  secretary)  stated 
that  Oolderdale  was  the  smallest  district  in 
the  Guild,  having  only  seven  branches.  Last 
year  they  had  not  £3  to  carry  on  with.  It 
was  decided,  however,  to  hold- three  confer- 
ences a year  in  future. 

Mrs  Jaques  suggested  that  the  district 
appeal  to  the  Central  Committee  for  a grant. 
It  was  also  suggested  that  the  district 
amalgamate  with  a larger  one. 

Mrs.  Bradley  (Sowerby  Bridge)  occupied 
the  chair  Mrs.  Bentley  (Todmorden)  u as 
elected  district,  secretary  for  the  coming 
year. 


The  members  of  the  Holgate  Guild 
(\ork)  have  passed  a resolution  protesting 
against  the  education  “ cuts  ” of  the  Geddes 
" Axe.” 

Mr1.  A.  Walton  spoke  on  ‘-‘Current 
Topics  ” recently  to  the  Bebside  Guild  mem-, 
hers,  when  Mrs.  Ellis  presided.  “ It  is  stag- 
gering.'' said,  the  speaker,  ‘that  out  of 
every  three  guineas  going  into  the  National 
Exchequer,  twb  guineas  goes  to  pay  for  past 
wars  and.  to  maintain  the  Army  and  Navy, 
and  probably  ip"  provide  for  future  wars: 
while  ouTv;  2s,  ,5-id.  gevs  to  education.,  No 
mqntidiL  was  madp  in  the  Geddys  Report  of 
tlie  £10,000  yearly  mi  buy  for  the  Chancellor 
cf  tlie  Exchequer,  or  the  yearly  pension  of 
£5.000  to  the  Chancellors  even  if  thev  only 
occupied  that  office  for  one  roar.  Education 
on  broad  lines  is  needed,  not.  education 
which  taught  when  a king  or  queen  was 
born  or  how  long  they  reigned,  but  a history 
of  the  people  and  of  the*  Industrial  Revolu- 
tion.” Mrs.  Patterson  moved,  and  Mrs. 
Page  seconded,  the  vote  of  thanks. 


CAPITAL  AND  TRADE. 

MRS.  DEWSBURY  (GUILD  PRESIDENT) 
ON  THE  SOUNDEST  SOCIETIES. 


The  Nottingham  District  Conference  was 
J'eUJ  on  the  Hth  ipet,,  at  East  Kirkby, 
unen  Mrs.  Bayliss  (district  president) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  after  Airs.  Dowsing 
bad  welcomed  the  delegates  the  National 
Guild  president  (Mrs.  Dewsbury)  spoke  on 
'•  Capital  and  Trade.”  urging  the  members 
to  be  loyal  to  the  stores,  despite  the  efforts 
of  private  traders  to  capture  trade  from 
the  stores'.  Societies  did  not  exist  only  for 
the  paying  of  dividend,  and  those  societies 
which  paid  no  dividend  at  all  were  in  a 
safer  position  than  those  who  paid  divi- 
dends from  reserves.  Certain  articles  at 
the  stores  should  have  standard  prices, 
and  our  own  productions  should  be  adver- 
tised extensively.  Guildswomen  should 
visit  productive  works  more  frequently, 
and  should  realise  the  responsibility  cf 
membership.  Guildswomen  were  more 
loyal  than  the  ordinary  member,  but  they 
must  not  forget  it  was  their  duty  to  edu- 
cate the  rank  and  file. 

Mrs.  Wallis  (district  member)  said  the 
present  was  a great  testing  time  for 
women's  loyalty,  but  they  were  with-, 
standing  it. 

Mrs.  Lewis  (Mansfield)  had  urged  . her 
society  to  draw  from  their  reserve  lunds  to 
keep  prices  low. 

Miss  Hardy  (Selston)  thought  women 
should  not  mind  paying  a little  more  if 
they  were  upholding  a great  principle. 


The  members  of  the  North  and  South 
Y ickerstown  Guilds  have  held  a joint  whist 
drive  and  social  in  aid  of  the  Mayor’s  Relief 
Fund,  when  £27  was  raised. 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND 
NEAR. 


Members  of  the  Central  Guild.  Barrow, 
be  d a fancy  dress  ball  recently,  when  the 
hall  whis  tastefully  decorated,  and  a verv 
jolly  evening  was  spent. 

The  members  of  the  Ilford  Guild  recently 
held  their  minimi  whist  drive  and  dance 
when  presentation  of  a handsome  tea  sell 
vice  was  made  to  .Mrs.  Thompson,  seoretarv 
for  over  five  years.  Mrs.  Largo  made  the 
presentation. 

For  the  Russian  Famine  Fund. — The 

South  Norwood  Guild  members  held 
an  American  sale  and  social  recently. 
Over  £5  was  realised.  £1  was  sent  by  a. 
member  who  was  unable  to  attend  through 
illness.  £5  was  sent  to  the  Russian  Famine 
Fund. 

Recently  the  Oakdale  Guild  received 
a visit  from  Miv>.  Smit  h (Toil  Pent  re), 
win,  gave  an  address  on  “ The  Co-operative 
Party.”  Mrs.  Baldwin  (guild  president) 
presided.  A good  discussion  followed.  A 
resolution,  which  was  passed  unanimously, 
protested  against  the  cuts  ”'in  the  Geddes 
Report. 

“ !n  view  of  widespread  poverty,  conse- 
quent upon  unemployment,  rum  pel  ling 

people  to  seek  relief  from  t'10  Poor  Law, 
and  thus  making  them  ineligible  as  candi- 
dates for  Urban  District  Councils,  Parish 
Councils.  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  Metro- 
politan Borough  Councils,  we,  the  meinbeiw 
of  the  Islington  Women's  Guild,  call  upon 
the  Government  to  introduce  a Bill  at  once 
to  remove  this  disqualification.”  This  reso- 
lution has  just  been  passed  by  the  Islington 
Guild  members,  who  Citato  that  under  no 
circumstances  should  poverty  be  a barrier  to 
public  service. 


PELAW‘“JJT 

Co-operative  Production. 


MAKE  IT  MORE  SO  by 
asking  at  Your  Own  Stores  for 

C.W.S.  FURNITURE, 
CLOTHING,  SHIRTS. 


. . GREAT . . 

FURNITURE  SHOW 

AT  THORNTON  STREET, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TVNE, 

FROM 

March  27th  to  April  8th. 

See  Bills  at  all  Stores  on  Tyneside. 
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MEDICAL_REPLIES. 

[ConnnsPOxnrMS  are  requested  lo  write  ink.  on 
bn-  side  of  Cite  paper,  distinctly  -and  briefly,  stating 
age,  sex . occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
*•  noiiis-de-plume  " ur  initials,  but  olyy  giving  real 
name-*  nnd  addresses  as  proof  of  gootl  faith.  No  acute 
condition*  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  be  con- 
sidered. Address.  ••  The  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  News, 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.) 

" Fibroid.”-— You  (tin  do  nothing  more. 
Such  ;i  tumour  sometimes  disappears  natur- 
tillv,  after  “ tJuthRe.”  Your  own  doctor  .is 
the  best  judge  ns  to . the  necessity  or  advis- 
ability tf  operation. 

Urinary  Thouiilp.  (reply  to  Worry 
(Worksop)  and  "Rowland  Mill'’).— Avoid 
sleeping  on  the  hack,  and  lo  prevent  tins, 
fasten  a bobbin  on  to  middle  ot  back. , so 
that  when  you  turn  over  you  will  awake, 
and  can  get  up. 

" Pbdoi.es”  (second  reply)  I have 
“ waded  through  ” your  long  letter-  -its  you 
sav—  c jx  foolscap  pages  of  MS.,  and.  in  reply 
I regret  to  say  that  as  the  -.object  i»  uu- 
suited  for  discusnion  in  our  Medical  Column, 

I must  ask  you  to  pnrd.cn  my  doing  so.  and 
would  advise,  you  to  consult  a good  hospital 
or  clinic  specialist. 

Headache  (“  A.”).— Severe  iieiiialgic 

attacks  seem  to  l>e  your  trouble,  and  you 
are  evidently  highly  neuVoti-.-.in  tempera- 
ment. Deficiency  of  out-of-doors  exercise 
scorns  to  ha, one  of  your  “ hygienic  lacks” 
owing  lo  your  oeeupaticn  ; and  your  mention 
of  alcohol  suggests  that  .vou  Hike  it  occasion- 
ally as  a relief— though  you  do  not  actually 
say  so.  It  certainly  will  do  yon  more  harm 
titan  good,  besides,  perhaps,  leading  you 
into  a liking  for'  it— surely  a tragedy  in  your 
case,  hollow  tlie  instruct  ions  given  in  the 
case  of  " Neuritis  Rebind  the  Ear.” 

" Au’H.i.” — Yours  is  a long  letter— of  six 
pages— with  needlessly  detailed  particulars. 

doctor  learns  to  " spat  ’’  things  almost  bv 
instinct,  and  upon  hearing,  or  reading  a lew 
symptoms.  (1)  Rupture:  Opera Um  alone 
can  cure  you  of  this;  hut  a prcpeilv-hiting 
truss.  lilted  by  a good  elector,  might  have 
saved  you  much  needless  pail1 , anxiety,  ancl 
worry.  (2)  Constipation  : This  lias  been  due 
to  wrong  dieting,  and  is  worsened  l.y  all 
purgatives.  Stick  to  your  porridge -and  milk 
and  your  coarse  food.  (3)  Nasal  trouble: 
For  this  you  can  do  little — as  legarJcs  ( uiv — 
at  sixtv-seven  years  of  age.  ( I)  Urinary 
trouble:  Ditto,  and  he  thankful!  You  are 
suffering-  from  “ anno  domini,”  and  the 
si  oner  you  realise  this  the  better. 

Buz'/.im:  Nojsr.s  in  Ears,  &c.  — I bis  is  apt 
to  be  a rallies  Irbubh-scmie  thing  to)  -ft.  rid 
of.  It  is  apt,  too;  to  (bind  imd  go  »«4  Mines 
almost  unaccountably;  and  a man  n my  be 
••  treating  ” himself  with  some  special  medi- 
cament li  ml  all  at  once  the  biu/.mg  will  go 
and  remain  away  lor  -ome  lime,  only  to 
recur,  without  any  definite  enuse.  lor 
examination  does  not  always  reveal  this.  It. 
may  lie  due  to  chronic  catarrh,  ru  to  wax; 
or  to  blockage  of  tlie  eustacliian  tube — the 
tube  from  tlie  ear  into  th?  back  ol  the  Hose  ; 
and  it  will  be  as  well  for  you  to  get  it 
examined,  and  treated,  by  a nose  ami  t In  on t 
specialist , perhaps  at  a hospital.  As  to. 
advice  regarding  your  diet:  vou  seem  to  he 
doing  sill  right— with  porridge  for  Wakfa.st 
(though  Scotch  oatmeal  is  better  than  the 
kind  you  mention),  with  toast  and  bread  and 
milk  three  times  a week  ; with  meat  and, 
vegetables  four  tinier,  a week;  a liitle  fish 
or  an  egg  for  lea,  and  so  on.  You  might  do 
worse— and  be  worse—  at  your  age. 

Qvrii-Stoutnkss  (”  Stella  - Maris  ”). — 
There  is  no  such  “ remedy  " a<s  you  ask  for, 
and  your  distrust  of  the  ".various  reny>.dies 
for  superllubus  fat  ou  the  market,”  is  justi- 
fied, they  are  all  prnclii  ally  ' tamls.  The 
only  treatment  is  b.v  diet  and  cxer.  isc — by 
minimising  the  amount  bf , fat-forming  foods 
— chiefly  starches,  'OtgarsJ  and  lats- -ail  of 
which  are  (dial ^te;l  into  G lull  pose  tissue” 
in  I lie  body.  The  ordinary  nr  lido  that  is 
obiefly  tomerncid  in  the  production  of  Cat 
is  white  bread;  and  among  the  other  ariicies 
disapproved  of  are  thick  soups ; such  fish 
as  herrings,  sardines  with  oil.  salmon, 
mackerel,  eels;  lat  meals,  such  as  perk, 
g-.’ese,  ducks;  starchy  articles,  such  as  Nago, 
tapioca,  macaroni,  rice,  arrowroot,  oatmeal; 
lHilatoes,  peas,  jun-ohs,  parsnips,  broad 
beans,  beetroot ; sweets  and  pastry ; 
cream;  sugar;  crystallised  fruits starchy 
oocoas,  milk  except  in  moderation,  beer, 
stout,  porter,  port,  cider,  ginger  beer, 
i liainpagne,  liqueurs,  sweet, ‘wjnes.  Among 
the  articles  allowable  are  some  kinds  of  fish  ; 
clear  soups  (in  small  quantity  only),  broths 

• not  thickened  or  containing  rice  or  barley)  ; 

poultry;  lean  meats;  game;  fruit;  eggs; 
green  vegetables;  stale  bread:  toast; 

biscuits;  rusks  (in  moderation):  gluten  or 
almond  bread  or  biscuits;  butter  tin  small 
quantities;  junket;  custard;  water  (in 
moderation) ; milk  (in  great  moderation) ; 
skimmed  milk;  unsweetened  mineral  water; 
lea  ami  coffee,  sweetened  with  r-icclmriiu- 
or  saxin  ; (ltiret.  In  , k Tlie  •Banting'' 
systenE  avoids,  bread,  butter  milk,  simar 
pota  and  beer.  Tb?  " B anting  ” diet 
« (insists  mostly  of  lean  meals:  while  the 

• Nalishm  v ' >>  stein  consists  of  a diet  of 
two-(|mds  ol  lean  meat  with  one-third  vege- 
tablesniiml  large  quantities  of  hot  water. 
Among  the  " general  directions  ” lee  ui- 
jneiinauiarc : An  active  life;  full  occupation; 
vigoro}|fc  exercise  of  any  kind;  free  :u  iion 
ol  the  bowels  and  skin;  with  limitaiion  of 
the  amount  of  liquid  taken;  rn'issau- 

N B.  1 w oulil  esteem  it  a favour  il  such  of 
my  ivadc™  as  are  interested  in  this  suh- 
jeit  would  kindly  cut  out  ami  preserve 
this  ixaragruph  fur  future  use.  ami  so  save 
repetition  of  the  dietetic  details. 


CALENDAR. 


MARCH. 

i.  Droylsden  Sundries  3lunuf.iitiir.irig  S-viety. — 

Shareholders'  Half-yearly  fleeting, '-'in'  the 
Large  Hall,  Slarkel-stfeei , Djuylsden,  ut 
3--30  pan.  . 

, Midland  Section. — Birmingham  .District.  (’outer-  r 
ence,  in  the  Stirclilei  'Institute.  Stirclilcy, 
ot  3-15  pin.  Subject  for  tllsciiHsioli  :.  "’Che 
Tropos;d  National  Co-njierative  Society." 
Speaker,  Mr.  Heins  (Stirilltey,). 

, Midland  Seclion. — Derby  -Ui&tricir  .(  i nference, 
in  tlie  Co-operative  Hull.  Lurgb-y  .Mill,  ut 
3 pan.  Subject  for  dlsens-i6n  ; ■;  ^duration 
in  tho  Movement.”  Paper  by  31 i'  J, 
Pearson  (Ripley). 

, North-Western  Educational  A--iVi.ition 

(Macclesfield  and  Crewe  OroupL-r-Ccnfet- 
tilH-c  in  I lie  Working  Men’s  Chib,  Wnrdbniise- 
t (Trace,  Stok»-oiiTieul.  Subject  lor  discus- 

sion : "The  Pros.  .ii:d  llie  Peoi.lc  ” Sp-uk-r. 
Mr.  ,1.  K.  Edwurds  (N.C.P.S.). 

, North-Western . Sod  ion  (Noi-lh  Lonsdale  Dis- 

trict A»-ociiatron). — Special  t.YntorenVe  for 
Officials,  in  Hie  Co-operative  Hall.  Abbey- 
road,  Bat  low-iQ-Furiim**.  cl  2-  0 pan.  Snb- 
jeef-  for  (Hsciiv-imi  : " Co-operative  Scei?li»s 
mill  Piev-r.l-Day  I’l'ibhnTrt."  Address  by 
Mr.  ().  T.  Hopkins  (Co-op-rat :v-  Union). 

, N«'i Ill-Western  Section.— South  York-slure  Dis- 

trict Conference,  in  .the  Co-operative  Insti- 
tute, Bellheiise-rond.  SliuegV.— n.  Slieltii-ld, 
at  3 pirn.  Subject  for  dlniisiion  : " Soan- 
dinnvion  Product  joins."  Speaker.  .Mr.  E.  It. 

Wakefield  (grocery  manager,  Barnsley 
Sociely). 

j.  South-Western  Sectional  Conference.  in  Hie 

Co-opernt  ive  Premises,  St.  sidweU's-Mrcet, 
Kxrtcr,  ai  3 pan.  Subject  for  discussion: 
••The  League  ot  Nations."  Speaker,  Mr. 
Wlielen. 

Bristol  Society's  Educutior.nl  Comniiltc--.— Week- 
end School,  in  Ills*  A.K.U.  Club  and  Jnsti- 
t ut**,  21,  Old  Muikci-jiieci,  Byistol.  les?- 
t srci.  Mr.  T.  rtiu-kett  (Biriuilitflnuii).  Sub- 
ject: '•  Tl.e . Co-operative  Coiiiiiimlwenltli." 

, Liverpool  Society's  Educutioinil  C'dinniili  ■•- — 

"Two  Days'  School,  in  the  Minor  Hull,  3.3-8. 
Smhlidown-road.  Liverpool,  nl  0-30  pan,  on 
Saturday,  and  3-30  amt  6-30  pan.  on  Sunday. 
Lecturer.  Mr.  ./  W.  Murray  (Bootle).  Snb- 

/.  ject  : “ Future^  Hopes.” 

u.  Women's  Guild  .(Smith  Diirliani  nnd  North 

Yoikshirc  Dislricl). — Olticinls'  Classes,  in  llie 
Guild  Room,  Corporation-road,  Middles- 

lirough.  id  2-30  pan.  and  6-30  p.ni.  Teacher, 

Mrs. ' Ferguson. 

, Women's  Guild. — South-We.-t  Devon  Disliict 

Couh-icnce.  ill  llie  C'o-.op*ralive  I hdl,  1-crd. 
Subject  or  discussion  : • ' Guildswi men  and 
Co-operative  Pr<>i.agandn."  Speaker.  Mrs. 
Saiisoiii  (siTtimnil  >ei  ret  my). 

h,  Women's  Guild  (South  Metropolitan  Distrn  l).— 
(me  'Day'"  School,  ru  the  Labour  Hall.  14, 
llarlflcjd-nxid,  Wimbledon.  SObjetl:  "The 
Joint  Capital  Campaign  . Wmk  "f  Local 
.Tninl  Comaiit^ecs."  Speaker,  Airs.  L-ighion 
(Secticmil  Council  member).  . 


APRIL. 

Wholesale  ScK-ietv.— Divb 


1 Moetirgs  : -Tn 
West  Blundfuld- 
s.iiect,  Newcastle .ou-Ty lie,  at  2 l'-in,  tn 
llu-  Camp.erdown  Jlihiee  llall.  Hall  Moon 
Pjssage,  l)uucan-stie*-l,  la.ndoli,  E..  at  2 
pail,  'in  llie  Town -l.la!l.  Wmkso|i.  al  3 pan. 
In  llie  People's  llall.  10,  Alhion-slrcel.  Leeds, 
nl  3 pan.  In  llie  .Mitchell  Meamiial  llall. 
J)aJ).0nn-stiee*r  Manchester,  at  3 pan.  In 
llie  Cn  op?iative  llall.  Cur/.on  sln  Mary  - 
port,  at  2-30  pan.  In  the-  Sm-i'-ly'*  Pr.- 
im»es,  Hi>«ad  (jiiav.  UriMol,  at  2 pan.  In 
the  Society  V Pieniisc-s.  Si.  Mavy-sin'et,  U'i- 
ililf,  at  2 j cm- 


EASTERTIDE  ARRANGEMENTS. 

All  Co-operulors  are  invited  to  attc-ud  11)0 

12th  EASTER  WEEK-END  for  CO-OPERATORS, 
to  be  held  at  GLOUCESTER,  from  Thursday,  April  13th,  to 
Monday.  April  17th.  1922.  Week-end  Hookings  will  be 
made  by  Railway  CompiinlcB. 

Copies  of  the  Programme  (illustrated)  ran  bo  ob- 
taiued  on  application,  from  Mr.  C.  10.  Wood,  Secretary, 
lOducatlon  Department,  Co-operative  Vnion  Llmiteu, 
Holyoake  House.  Hanover  Street.  Manchester. 


GETTING  the 


BEST 


& CLEANING 


Unless  the  L.D.W.  are  doing  your  work. 


(But  in  the  Country) 


LEICESTER  DYE  WORKS, 

Tel.  196S.  Cardigan  St.,  LEICESTER. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


Dewsbury 
Pioneers 
Industrial 
Society  Ltd. 


Mr. 


Albert  A.  Mountain, 

the  highest  unsuccessful  candidate 
at  the  last  election  ; and  a man  in 
every  way  qualified  to  continue  an 
excellent  business  record  to  the 
Printing  Society. 


APARTMENTS. 

BAKMiiLTH.—  Co-operative  visitor.-  arc  uiv.ted  J... 

Trade  at  Hie  STORES.  IlfGU-ST..  *h-r-  they  wilt 
S'-.  UK'rr  f»v--uriu  bfdr-iJr  it  Qr- e .-rl-.-e  ^rid"  Pryrisr.-so. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKERS  TheN.U.D.  A. W. 


THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  *'  Readable  " Trad:  Union 
Taper.  Published  fortnighlly 
Men  Salurdayi).  Price  2d;, 
Iron  brrn-h  secreiaries.  ’ 1 


Fallnwheld.  ManeheJer- 


SITU  ATIONS  VACANT. 


(TOAL  MANAGER. — A thoroughly  r-xperienceil  MAN 
Want.-d  i<>  cqntrol'a  departuienl  doing  an  annual 
tumovi-r  <>f  18,000  tons;  niu.it  bi-  n ' good  organiser, 
dlsciplinarmii,  and  *-xpert  buyer;  Unowlcilge  dl  round 
work  i-i-entiid. — Apply,  sliding  age.  salary  r-quiiyrl, 
aril  qunliflciil’i  in-.  with  d pies  nit  two  recent  tv«ti- 
hmUiiuis.  I"  Bristol  Cu-cperiilive  Society  Ltd.,  Lawrence 
Hill,  i.wt  lau-r  than  Snlurday,  April  1st.  Endorse 
enveloiv* 1 *  ” C-ail  Manager." 

DRAPKHV  MANAGER  and  BCVElt  Wanted  by  the 
GuYsbi  rough  Industrial  Co  opemtive  Sue-ie'.'  ’l-td.; 
nc-iirly  6.000  members;  N.C.C.O.  scale.— Applications, 
.Muting  eg?,'  experience,  and  jnclosing  cople-  of  recent 
'references,  anil  er.dorsed  “ Drapery  Manager."  io  leacli 
I lie  Secelary  not  Inter  tlinn  TlAu-sdny,  Marcli  30Hi. 

Ft:. hi:  INDI’STKIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIPT) 
LTAllTED  ( I'tiiiltoli—  1 1 eel . Kirkliom )-• — ■ Wanted,  a 
thoroughly  ccnip'ti-r.!  GENERAL  and  GHOCERV  MAN 
AGKK  und  BITER:  central  anil  4 grocery  buuicbeR; 
1,000  membeus;  iiirniml  turnover  Iasi  12  jnoi  His  £65.000. 
Also  cnpalile  ai::l  ellioiert  GENERAL  SECRETAR V.— 
A pplicntiorji,' stating  age,  experience,  qualilictitions,  &c.. 
to  rem-li  (he  S.a-iHy  not  lati-i  limn  Monday.  April  3ril. 

OI.DHAM  INDt’STRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOriETV 
LIMITED.— Wanted,  II  EAD-LAl)  V CONFEC- 

TIONER; must  Is-  tin. ri  uglily  experienced  in  the 
innkirg  of  liigli-dnss  gn-  <ls  for  contecyopery  dei*un- 
jiienl  and  cnfi1. — App'-ir-ations.  stating  age,  wages  re- 
q i it  red,  und  experience.  In  l>e  delivered  at  tlie  ollic<-, 
Kug-stre?),  not.  later  than  Wedne-sduy,  March  29l.li. 

THE  C,  iimiLtee  of  the  Horwich  Industrial  Co-opera- 
tiye  S cielv  Ltd.  desire  to  thank  all  npplicatiin 
tor  the.  'pc-  N.  :i  of  DRAPERY  MAN  AGER  ol  M AN- 
AGERESS orfl  BtrVER  to-dtic Horwich  Society.,  and  to 
say  Unit  Air.  A. - Dale  (Farn^vuitli)  lias  been  appointed. 

THE  Maidslpno  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  desire* 
tn  thank  nil  applicants  tor  the  position  of 
DRAPERY'  MANAGER,  and  to  intimate  that  the  posi- 
tion is  i.mv  filled. 

HE  PtrrF.HBl)Rot'(;ll  l-.qCI TABLE  IM'I  - HilH. 
CO-OPERATIVE  SO  I 1 1 IV  LTD.— The  ( '.ninuil  tee 
wish  lo  thank. all  applicant-  for. the  positions  recently 
adverlisetL  and  to  inform  them  that  Mr.  R.  Parker 
(Crompton  Society)  has  he- a appointed  Furnishing 
.Manager,  and  Air.  II.  Johnson  (Gainsborough  Society ) 
Drapery  Manager. 


THE  Peterborough -KqijitubJc  Industrial  Cooperative 
Sc-eietv  Ltd.  Require  the  services  of  a smart, 
competent  ‘.MAN  a-  BUTCHERY  MANAGER  and 
BUYER;  ci  nt ml  and  11  btanclu---;  annual  sal'--  £65,000. 
can  la'  doubled:  must  be  a keen  und  capable  buyer 
amt  strict  disciplinarian,—  Applications  to  the  .Com- 
mittee. Park-read,  endorsed  "Butchery  Manager." 
None  but  up-to-date  men  showing  first-class  trading 
rc.sultv-  need  apply  . ^ ; - 


1IT ANTED,  -mart  SALESMAN  tor  Butchery  Depan 
V V liient . only  fir»t-cln*s  men  need  apply  — Appli- 
cations. elating  vX|>-iietiL-e.  age.  wages  required,  and 
■riving  two  references',  t"  be  addressed  lo  the  General 
MamigL-r,  lo-ojeiativc  Society.  73,  Burlelgh-strect. 
Cnillli’ljlige.  


\\t  ANTED.  FOREMAN  CONFECTIONER;  well  up 
Vi  irt-(ico:u  gm.i!-,  ■ 1 1 — i T.gue- . cuP-uux,  past  ires 
and  fam  ie-.  pipii.g  ai  d ' rr-a  ner  ting . Iiuilc-  union 
nil-,  ami  ■ ..mi  ll-  i -.—  Applications,  -lulmg  up-  e\. 
)ieiiei;<; and  re'.t  r<  i:c.  lo  Co-o[>era(ive  Society  Lid., 
St  Aloaus  icrtiL  Watford.  


-«-«r ANTED,  a YOCV;  LAI'V,  experienced,  to  take 
\y  cliai-ge'  of  Doipc-n . Arc.,  umler  supervision  of 
.manage!  —Apply.  Semetaiy.  raunonby  nnd  District  Co- 
■•in-.rntive  Society.  Lnxonby,  S.O.,  Cumberland,  on  or 
la-fni .-  -Monday.  March  ’Till. 

V-*T\NTED.  snarr  ASM  NT  A NT)  must  be  ail  Up4o 
>>  dal-  window  di-—et  ami  well  lip  at  provision 
eoimtei  : N C.D.A.W.  scale  of  wages.— Apply  at  once, 
suiting  age,  qualifications,  and  references,  to  Dcnholme 

fiidm-l rial  ( ■-up  rauve  Societ y Ltd. . _ Yorks. 


TMTT ANTED,  for  ixmiiMT  society,  experienced  MAN 
D a-  FIRST  HAND.  Grocery  mid  Provisions.— 
Stai-  wage-,  refcit-nccs,  to  Co-rperulive  Society.  CTiildc 

Okeford.  Doiset.  

T\t \N  I ED  1 WORKING  MAN  VGI-.I! lot  Coulee- 
* * tioucty  'und  Sweet  Depai  Dneiu;  must  lx-  a 
cu|wb!c  organiser  and  smart  window-dresser,,  and  ex- 
perienced in  makiitg  teus;  a good  opening  for  one 
with  initial  ivO. -Apply  by  Utter  in  first  instance, 
stating  age.  wag-,  ami  experience,  to  Co-operative 
Socictv,  Sion--tiwt.  Radclifle,  tauics.,  not  later  than 
Tliursdav.  , March  30ll).  endorsed  " Mnnogere^." 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


ASSISTANTS.  MANAGERS.  BI  VERS.  WARE- 
HOUSEMEN.  ( I.ERKs,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  dcpatlment,  apply. 
.Toit.x  TvHMilt.  General  .V-creuiry . National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  A'-i-tant-.  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Pilke  House.  MnleUstreet,  laicdc n , W-C  1- 

BAKERS  -Societies  hi  any  part  of  England  or 
AVale*  requiring  Operative  Baker*  of  any  grado 
arc  requested  to  apply  lo  W.  BiXFIELn,  General  Sccr.c- 
tarv.  Amalgdiiiated  L'nion  ot  Operative  Bakers  und  Coo- 
/ . ■ . 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 • - 1 - . 67.  Sydncy-siieet,  Ltindan,  S \V 

BAKER  amt  "( 'ON F E( 'no N K K . eingleT  ngi-d  38; 

well  up  in  bread,  i-nltes.  sniatki,  iceiiig.  piping  . seeks. 
Sit  : good  rvts  — Box . 42.  " Co  op  rauve  News."  M c. 

(NHEMtsrs  unqualified  ASSISTANT,  aged  32.  n.ar 
lied:  9 year-'  (■xpeilcnc-  first  Imnd  in  coop. 
eocU-ly'- 'pliur.'iincy ; neat,  curefut,  accurate  daje-B-'ei , 
pruclicai  pbologniplier . initiative  in  window  dressing; 

. I.rsl  .Th*-  i-f-.—  Box  67.  " ( .-ip  ioUv  - N 1 M > 

AIRY  ROUNDS  — l oi,  man  or  Manager  seek. 

SITUATION;  lifelong  p* rater;  10  \*ar,'  o- 

perunce,  ex.  r'-f-.;  ser-iety  pi-'  starting,  milk  rounds 
pt'i'frrrcd ; goral  knowledge  uf  token  system,  and  excel- 
lent canvasser  ami  organiser.— Box  65,  “ Ccv-op-raC.ve 

Now?."  ■MatnT]’--ier. ~ 

H\PKRY  MANAGER  eecl.s  K E-ENG  AG  KM  ENT ; do 
you  wont  your  dntpeiv  «1ej>art«iieot  taking* 
gieutlv  iiicreaseil?  I have  already  cUan;  this  for  -ever* I 
M»-ietiei.  niul  can  ilo  il  tot  you;  higfiest  r<^ererice« 
and  tcstitimrsi.il-.—  Apply . " Exiiert,"  Box  69.  " Co. 

■ •|«-t.|(  ive  New.-.'  M.  !:!  h*  - ' '■ ' 

I_  jANGlNUEIi  ( 18 1 v -I  | ! - 

a ears,  engine*.  't>oller«.  machinery  ; life  o.'-oie-ra 
tor.— Box  62.  " Co -^V* rail vc  N>w-.''  Manchester. 

IT  NGINEER  MECHANIC  (40)  desire-  »pp- .mirneni  a> 
CHARGE  or  otherwire,  with  Ihorougli  n[-nci,<- 
la  ail  branches  of  engineering,  viz,  iii*<Tnne  work, 
lioilers.  -team.  gas.  and  oil  engines,  electrical,  mixed 
fleet  of  motor*,  and  general  millwright'*  work;  com- 
pletely efficient  in  every  sens-  ,.f  Hie  word;  '-.v.  ref?  — 
gyx.  66.  "Cooperative  New-,"  Manchester. 

M ANAGER. -Capable  MAN  with  20  \e-.r--  experi- 
ence seeks  SITUATION : precept  torth  9 years; 
Window,  stock  and  buying  extiexience.— Box  63,  ••  Oo- 
oporative  Nows,”  Manclie-ter. 

PHU\  I SION  i piRST  It  AND  auq 

exiierience;  good  reference*;  rwenilv  employed 
by  ilir  Folkestone  Society.— " -"Co-operative 

Net-,"  Manotic-(st.  \ 

\srfibl  iwii.ii  uTRa  Tf  it  t nsfector  on.) 

TV  ORGANISER  ; 10  years'  fo-operativo  experience 
with  petrol.  Meant,  ami  borv  veil  ivies . well  up  in 
all  costings  and  oterioill  vn.rk  relating  lo  same;  inar- 
noi'-.aged  36  'ear-:  gi»el  qjyxtrnTUi*.— Box  63,  C*> 

OptTalivi  News,”  Maix-besier.  - , 5 . \ 


FNTERTAINERS. 


S' 


OUTHERN  CO-OPERAT1YF.  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L-C.C. ).— Write  for  uxtidej 
to  R HlBBERO,  66.  Gre.it  Ale^.  U street,  I ipdon,  Rl. 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION-  • 
MMT1LL  CARTER'S  " MERRIK  MIMICS."  Always 
T T 0 success.  A show  built  to  please.  Reper- 
toire pro.;  terms  mod— 15.  Warvviok-slreet,  lluline, 
Manchester. — Tel.  1163  Central- 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


late 


ANNOUNCEMENT.— The  Coawa.v  Sign  Service, 

of  Hurtiivv,  is  now  remove,|  to  extensive  new 
studios  AUrwclive  DISPLAY  I.l-TIT'ERING ; mettiml 
and  paltcrIH  33.  Dd.;  coinplet-  buoines.-*  outfit,  letters, 
cutijbci-.  Ac,,  expert  -in>(nidtion.  5-.  W.  ixxst  frre;— 
Conway-  Sign  Service,  Wraysbnry.  Rucks. 

Th  A RA  B a Nl  •“ (3d-«ea)  • 1 ) for  SALE,  cli-.ip  to  inirtie- 
duite  |,urclia*i-r:  new  ti.dy  two  y-.-ar*  ago;  Deinu* 
40  h.-p.  clia-iis;  in*l<ection  mvi'.ed.— Offer*  to  Co- 
openitivi-  Society.  Luigley  MiU,  near  NoUirglnim.  

Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real  imug. 

m, nous  the  world  over.  Delieiotis  CRIvAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize.  Narionat  Daily  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy.  Exeter; 
special  term*  to  co-oi'erative  societies;  prices  on  appli. 
cation.— Proprietor*.  Exeter  Cii-operative  and  Indu*- 
tr-;,i  SiH-ic-ri  Ltd..  110.  Sidwell-dtei-i,  Exeter.  • 

1’  "TtiR- "SALE.  28  coVi-i"  mrv"  i-'ii'ies  nl  ITtmnn's 
* " BI  SI  NESS  ORGAN  IS-XTHiN  and  MANAGE 

MKNT  " (1-.  6d.  moidbly  ) . spl-n.liil  eomlilion ; wTuit 
offers':— Box  68,  " Co-opt- 1 ,U  in-  N'-w-.“  Almiclieslor. 
TTRi-ii-r^POt  KET  RUBBER  STAMP  n[7"ir  name  and 
u addres-  also  pmtiiulari  ot  money  inuking  spare- 
1 Iln  ltFOUl),  B und  9,  Snow  Hill.  London. 


tin  e agcin- 

I ATE  1919  " 
J SALE;  prn 
fli-.lrnire;  1 1 Ultra im 


cutt  M( h'OR  ' A > I.E.  solo,  f« 

. £55:  flii>-  louring  inotlel;  miiu 
-Box  64,  " Co  1 perative  New.-,'  hM . • 


NON  SMELI.ING  FIRELIGHTERS. 
gyh  PACKins;  17s.  gro;.  pa.k-ls;  raniptos  gratis.— 


Addles*.  Firelight  Supplies 


, Manchester 


WORKING  A 44  IIDI  RS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Mud'  under  Ideal  Trade  l'nion  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 
r.  n.  TdNGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter.  Pendleton. 
WrANTED.  Second-FIiui'd  DOUBLE-DECK,  PORT* 
T V ABLE  iiYEN.— Pric*-  amt  full  puriiculurs  to 
Luton  Iirtlurtriul  Co-opwativt!  Society  Ltd  , 5,  Hunting-- 

etivs:t,  Luton,  Beds.  .- 

'tt*7ANTED.  all  Co-opei'iiUirs  when  in  T>:i*d*  to  DINK 
Y\  in  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society'* 

Restaurant 

Quali'v  is  Right.  Prices  arc  Right. 

Note  -the  Address:  ALBION  STREET.  

w -a rK  have  tw  offer  SEED  POTATOES,  King  Fxlward, 
V v £12  per  Ion  ; la-it  year's  Scotch  wed  fl-.O.R.) 
WARE  POTATOES.  King  Filwanl.  £10  p-r  ton.  Great 
Scot.  £8  |*w  ton.  Kerr's  Pink,  £5  5-.  |-r  tori  (F.O.R.); 
bsgs  Ircc  -Ei.deihy  Co-operntive  Society  Limited,  The 
Cists-,  Enderby  , m-ur  L:ice<|er 


I 


Co-operative 

Printing 

Society 

Election. 

The  Committee  of  tho 

Hyde  Equitable 

Co-operative 

Society 

beg  to  usk  for  your 
vote  and  Inlluence  on 
bplialf  of  their  uumince 
—Councillor 


(Ex-Prrsiihnt  of  the  Society', 
for  the  Board  ofthe  Co-oporullve  Printing  SrcletrLld  , 
betieviug  lilm  to  be  a thoroughly  qnalillud  and  suitable 
candidate  for  that  position. 

His  business  ability,  as  well  as  his  spcciil  knowledge 
of  the  trade,  w ill  make  him  an  acquisition  to  the  Board. 

Counci  lor  Ardc-rn  Is  a practical  printer,  and  ci- 
secretary  of  the  Hyde  und  Denton  Branch  of  thn 
Typographical  Association  ; he  Is  also  ['resident  of  tlie 
Hyde,  Denton,  and  District  Trades  and  Lubour  Counoll, 
imd  a member  of  llie  Hyde  Borough  Education  Com- 
mittee. 

In  the  three  Inst  elections  ho  was  the  highest 
unsuccessful  candidate. 

We  havo  every  confidence  tu  recommending  Coun- 
cillor Ardc-rn  for  your  suffrage,  and  shall  esteem  It  a 
favour  lo  hear  from  you. 

p.p.  The  Committee  of  Management, 
ROBERT  ItOBE.  Secretary. 


Stockport  Cooperative 
Society  Limited. 

Election  of 
Directors : 
Co-operative 
Printing 
Society  Ltd., 

MsnchitUr  District. 
Reserve  One  Vote  for 


Frank  Butterworth, 


The  Nominee  of  the  Stockport  Society. 

Mr.  Biitlr-rworth  lifts  liren  a member  of  our 
Management  Committee  for  some  years.  H<- 
lias  twenty  years  of  practical  Co-op'-ratri  <• 
experience  to  his  credit,  anti  at.  the  present 
time  he  holds  the  position  of  Assistant  Agency 
Manaeci  to  the  Co-operative  I nsu ranee .SoeJc* > • 

VOTE  for  BUTTERWORTH, 

who  has  a Co-operative  Conscience,  and  l he 
energy  and  ability  to  serve  you. 

THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLOUR  BINS  S SHOOTS 

are  giving  *very  catlsfaclion.  Thi;  I*  proved 
by  the  Increase  1 Repeat  Order*  that  are 
coming  in.  II  yon  nave  not  *ol  a Cata- 
logue, please  write  for  one. 
Manufacturers  and  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances /or  " Excelda  " Check  Sjratem, 
that  has  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 

Ad|r«s  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT 


M'HCH  25,  1022. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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Aids 

Digestion* 

Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-^nd- 
Butter  and” yoifcan  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

HoVIS 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion; 


That  is  why  HOVJS  Is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 

YOCB  BAKE B BAKES  IT. 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Addrets : SPEROPS  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BABWELL.  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date /in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAK. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

5 he  Most  Up-lo-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


S.L,”  " Eceles,”  “ Climax,”  and  other  Check  Systems 
l’euuy  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "8IMPLEX” 
System  : No  Po3ting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newca9tle-ou-Tync ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O.- 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  Kelp  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd.,  London  W.l. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

— FOR  - 

FLOUR  BLENDERS 
AND  SIFTERS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH/ 

Telephone PETERBOROUGH  301.  Teltgrams : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

H«d  Offices:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2,  Works:  WILLE5DEN 
JUNCTION,  LONDON,  N.W,  10,  and  PETERBOROUGH.  Broncho:  70.  WELLINGTON 
STREET.  GLASGOWj  72.  QUEEN  SQUARE.  BRISTOL. 


— V)6e  Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes.  ■ 


DRUMMER 

f>  Y'lJ'  O in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

JL^V#  bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

-V  ; ij  ; Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

1 BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON. 

■ ■ Makers  of  Sdges’  “3)oUy  tBlue"  “3)o11y  Qream.' 


ye0 

r t!i<  B0055  fpr 

| Snuxrt:  Reli\bU.  J 
U*  : Best  VaIilc  • 1 * 

w* A WU  by  the  - 

Crompton.  Boor  AWfccus,  v ' 

I&  tl  Walks,  Dtslvwujfl  - 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality . : : : ; Moderate  in  Price. 

MANJfACTVXtD  »V 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works.  Oroylsden. 


WANTED,  * 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  lor 

“Self-Help”  B'or  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Salislootion  Guiirnut.ed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Siciity  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Letk,  St.ttordshirL 

r rior\..  Button -Hole  Twin,  a.-.  Hindiues 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
AStnts  : The  English  and  SceUish  Wholesale  Societies. 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-rate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS,  "r*™ 

’ Leicester. 

Bntticli  Warehousa : s.  With,  Grot.,  U.nclla.tar, 


n 


Cbe  ideal  Thomson’s  M.*r  Cloths 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents:  The  - 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  GranJrelles,  Flannelette, 
Silesias,  Linenettes,  Lustres.  & Silketeen  Linings ; 
also  of  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley,-  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Plllar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHF.TH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATQRS. 

Open  ail  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes*  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station.  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction.  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  ; Crovoet. 

Billiards,  Near  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links). 

For  particulars  apply  - ■*> 

Mii3  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  CttfcheUt  Hall, 

Newchurph,  Near  ^'ntrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Lkied-.  Lanes. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Rcgd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  had  at  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 


M 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


,A  GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 
— ; and — 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I St  U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


A SHINE  IN  TIME. 


Polish  is 


SO<J 


T HE 

FEDERATION  MOTOR  CYCLE 

is  <•  co-operative  combimtion  of 

SPEED  ON  THE  ROAD.  ::  » ^ . 

POWER  ON  THE  HILLS.  and 
RELIABILITY  ALL  THE  TIME. 

Send  to  C.W  S.  Motor  Cycle  Works.  Tyseley, 
Birmingham,  lor  Price  List  and  Specification.  ' 


THE  WHEATSHEAF  BOOTS 

ARE  C.W3.  PRODUCTIONS. 

Ladies’  Shoes  - - 12s.  6d. 

‘Men's  Standard  • 16s.  6d. 

Men’s  High  Grade.  21s. 

,A»k  to  tee  these  at  Your  Own  Store, 


c.w.s. 


DYE 


and  so  restore  the  jaded 
hues  and  faded  colours  of  the 
clothes  and  knick-knacks  that  were 
your  delight  a season  since.  This  can 
be  done  by  using  the  C.W.S. 

"VIKING”  DYES 

produced  in  Two-aod-Twenly  (22) 
different  shade*.  Never  mind  other 
people’s  dyes : get  your  own — * 
the  “ Viking,"  produced  by 
the  C.W.S.  at  the 
famous  works  at 
lrlam. 


LIVE 


FIT  WITH  EASE. 


Per  Pair  : 


Co-operation  dealt  with  the  daily 
necessities  of  the  people ; the  Stores 
supply  food  and  raiment. 

cj  Co-operative  Works  make . food 
and  raiment. 

*3  Are  you— you  the  individual  co- 
operator— buying  your  co-operative 
food  and  raiment  from  your  own 
Co-operative  Store  ? 

If  not, 

Why  not  ? 

<3  Your  Bread  is  from  Flour  milled 
by  the  C.W.S.;  your  Butter  and 
Margarine  should  come  from  the 
C.W.S,;  your  Jams,  Biscuits,  and 
other  sweet  things  from  the  C.W.S. ; 
your  Fish  and  Fowl  from  th  e 
C.W.S.;  your  household  wants 
generally  from  the  C.W.Sc 

Only  by  establishing  its  own 
Works  can  the  movement  become  a 
big  employer ; only  by  making  a 
market  for  these  productions  can  you 
keep  C.W.S,  employment  advancing. 

^ Start  this  week  asking 
for  C.W.S.  GOODS,  and 
MORE  C.W.S.  GOODS. 


5s.  6d. 

6s.  6d. 

7s.  6d. 

- . 

EASE  WITH  FIT. 


These  Three  Special  Styles  of 
C.W.S.  Corsets  will  be  illustrated 
next  week,  meanwhile 

Ask  for  C.W.S. Corsets 
at  Your  Store. 

B~e  ” " W e 


well,  and  cheaply,  by 
keeping  in  your  larder  (ready 
for  use)  the  delightful  table  deli- 
cacies of  the  C.W.S. — meat  and  fish 
pastes.  &c..  from  the  Cannery  at  Yarmouth 
or  the  works  at  Middleton.  The 

Table  Delicacies 

of  the  C.W.  S.  are  pure  and  of  good 
quality.  They  are  made  from  care- 
lully  selected  materials,  and 
prepared  scientifically  to 
secure  the  greatest 
Food  Value, 

\ 


*3!  The  Homes  of  the  people  can 
be  Furnished  co-operatively ; the 
Homes  ought  to  help  the  Works. 

*3  Co-operative  Works  make  Fur- 
niture and  Furnishings. 

*3  Look  around  your  Home  and  see 
if  you  want  any  Re-Upholstering  ; 
or  if  you  need  any  domestic  replenish- 
ments. 

And  get  them  from 
the  C.W.S.,  through  your 
Store. 

/J  You  can  get  Kitchen  Furnilure 
or  Bedding  from  the  C.W.S.;  your 
Washing  Machines  should  come  from 
the  Keighley  Works  ; Fenders  and 
Buckets  from  Dudley ; Tinplate  from 
Birtley  ; Brushes  and  Mats  from 
Leeds  ; Paints  and  Varnishes  from 
Rochdale -all  C.W.S.  Works 
dependent  on  co-operative  members 
for  their  trade. 

Spring  cleaning  is  the  occasion 
for  overhauling.  Get  your  Spring 
cleaning  requisites  — Pails.  Brushes. 
Soaps,  &c.—  from  the  C.W.S.,  and 
60  lake  your  part  in  helping  to 
maintain  trade. 

<J  And  this  week  begin 
well  by  buying  C.W.S. 
Paints  and  Varnishes 
ready  for  any  little  jobs 
that  want  doing. 


Printed  •nd  Published  by  the  Xmdxu  CoorW-iTivs  Puouautsu  Soam  Li*rrxD,  «l  lbe«r  Offloe*.  Lsrtyg  MiJljs'.e,  Saturday.  Hud.  ttOi,  1S2 


ro-ort3*nvF.  News,  and  Jocr.su.  o»  associated  Industry,  April  1st.  1922. 

SOCIETIES  AND  THE  WHOLESALE.— See  page  8. 


c.w.s. 

JAM 

IS 

THE  JAM 


For  Co-operators. 

Always  ask  for 
C.W.S.  JAM. 


lUjw icspouiffl 


^SSEHTIALUNljX 


IN  ALL  THINCS.  CHAR1TY 


Whealsheaf 

Shoes 

LOOK  WELL 

AND  

WEAR  WELL. 

/1SK  AT  THE  STORE. 


No.  2,653.  No.  if3  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  April  i,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  us  n Newspaper. 


THIS  SKIRT 

costs  only 

8s.  lid. 


k is  made  at  the 

C.W.S.  Factory 

and  gives  opportunity  lor  Societies 
::  to  draw  trade  at  a dull  time.  :: 

It  also  helps  to  maintain  employment 
in  Co-operative  Works. 

Ask  to  see  the  . 

C.  W.  S. 

8s.  lid. 

TWEED 

SKIRT. 


It  should  he  on  sale,  at  all 
Co-operative  Stores. 


> 

iELAW 

T 

lOLISt 

[the  best 

pFOR  BOOTS 

THE  RETURN  FROM  MOSCOW. 

INTERNATIONAL  DELEGATION’S  TASK  COMPLETED. 

SNOWBOUND  REGIONS  IN  WHICH  CO-OPERATION  HOLDS  SWAY. 

IMPRESSIONS  OF  A UNIQUE  MISSION. 

SPECIAL  TO  THE  “CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS,"  BY  H. 


A crowded  month  of  strenuous  life  amid 
the  snows  of  Russia  is  the  brief  record  of  the 
International  Co-operative  delegation  in  an 
experience  unique  in  -the  annals  cif- eo- opera-, 
tion.  indeeel,  of  the  world,'  and  a revelation 
of  democracy  which,  comes  nearer  to  the 
ideal  than  anything;  we  have  ever  before 
-met. 

Russia  As  She  is. 

Whatever  may  be  said  about  her  politics, 

Russia  still  lives  and  exercises  her  life 
under  conditions  of  freedom  and  the  per- 
sonal safety  of  the  citizen  which  have  been- 
the  dream  that  has  sustained  millions 
through  centuries  of  tyranny.  ' The  suffer- 
ings of  the  populace  since  the  revolution  of 
1917,  the  extraordinary  self-discipline  of  the 
revolutionaries,  the  organisation  of  Govern- 
ment, have  achieved  wonders  if  only  in' 
maintaining  a form  of  Government  for  five 
years,  the  immediate  fall  of  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  political  pundits  01  Europe"  has 
been  inevitable  monthly  ~ throughout  its 
existence.  To  all  appearance  it  is  stronger 
to-day  than  ever,  and  none  the  less  so 
because  it  is  freely  criticised  in  public  and 
in  private  by  those  who  prefer  reform  to 
revolution. 

The  delegation  will,  in  due  course,  issue 
a report  in  which  their  considered  findings 
will  be  embodied,  but  there  is  no  doubt  111 
my  mind  that  whatever  their  recommenda- 
tions may  be.  they  will  come  back  with 
minds  enlarged,  sympathies  extended,  and  a 
conception,  of  the  possibilities  of  co-opera- 
tion hitherto  undreamt  of. 

."Whether  you  consider  Russia  politically, 
economically,  or  co-operatively,  .-the  immen- 
sity of  the  problem. is  almost  Overpowering,, 
and  apart  from  tha  strenuous  round  of  visits 
during  our  brief  stay  in  Russia,  our  mental 
vision  was  never  able  to  get -the  problem 
into  perfect  focus.  It  needs- distance  of 
space  and  of  time  to  take'  in  ell  that  we  saw 
and  beard  in  order  to  form  opinions  that ‘will 
be  of  use  to  ourselves  or  could'eairy  uvigjit 
to  our  comrades  at  borne.  I use  the  word 
"comrades'”  advisedly,  first  because  it 'is 
the  habitual  mode  of  address  in  Soviet 
Russia,  and  also  because  some  of  my  friends 
“ boggle  " at  the  use  of  it,  fearing  - lekt 
thereby  they  should  .have,  attributed  to 
them  a particular  political  .faith,  bur 
forgetting  that  the  language 'of  nearly  every 
civilised  country  lantaiirs  - this  equivalent 
expression  of  that  universal  ‘‘fellowship/’ 
described  so  beautifully  by  William  Mortis: 
" Fallow  -hip  is  heaven,  and  lack  of  fellow-, 
ship  is  h«?ll.”  There  is  a fellowship  to-day 
amongst  the  Russian  proletariat  which  is 
heaven  in  compel  ison  to  ihe  hell  which 
Czarism  produced  in  the  minds  of  those 
whose  only  Me  was  the  possibility  of  achiev- 
ing in  association  a revenge  upon  the 
tyrants  of  their  race. 

- Never  shall  we.  forget  t lie  open  arms  of 
fellowship  with  w hich  we  were  received,  and 
the  obvious  exqboi'aiu  joy  of  r people  denied 
the  “comity  ol. nation',  ' cut  off  from  man- 
kind by  the  politicians,  diplomats,  and 
capitalists  who.  even  now,  after  nearly 
tliree-and-«-hal£  years  of  relative  ''pence,” 
are  prepared  to  continue  tin*  world's  suffer- 
ings, rather  than  recognise  the  triumph  in 
Russia.  011  the  part  of  the  LOitjinon  people, 
ol  the"  very  principles  they  hypocrit ieidly 
call  their  own. 

The  Puzzle  of  Russia. 

With  all  it>  immensity,  the  great  puzzle 
of  Russia  has  a very  simple  explanation.  It 
is  the  realisation  at  one  stroke  of  the  ideals 
of  co-operation  and  labour  which  w • >et  rut 
to  achieve  by  peaceful  evolution.*  We  are 
startled  and  snooked  because  our  perora- 
tions have  come  true.  We  have  hammered 
for  years  at  the  doors  of  Governments  with 


rhetorical  demands  and  raved  in  our  Con- 
gresses because  they  have  been  refused. 
The  workers  of  Russia  have  not  only  con- 
ceived their  fitness  for  the  task  and  formu- 
lated their  schemes,  t*hey  have  done  the  job. 

The  Right  to  Govern. 

On  our  return  to  England  we  find  the 
engineers  going  into  parleys  with  tlie  em- 
ployers and  admitting  as  a basis  of  negotia- 
tion the  right  of  the  employers  to  control 
their  works.  Such  a thing  is  not  possible 
in  Russia.  Things  political,  tilings  indus- 
trials, things  economic,  educational,  Ac.,  are 
controlled  pv  the  combined  forces  of  t he  only 
section  of  the  community  that  has  the  light 
to  govern,  viz.,  those  who  produce  its 
wealth,  those  who  form  the  majority,  those 
whose  interests  are,  according  to  every 
democratic  ideal,  sacred  before  God  and 
humanity — the  combined  forces  of  Co-opera- 
tion and  Labour. 

A Bad  Miss. 

The  British  members  of  the  co-operative 
delegation  left  London  on  Saturday."  Febru- 
ary 25th,  for  Berlin,  the  rendezvous  fixed  for 
the  advance  on  Russia. 

Sir  Thomas  'Alien.  Messrs.  A.  W. 
Golightl.v,  Joseph  English,  and  J.  Hawkins 
represented  respectively  the  J.C.A.,  the 
International  Wholesale  Committee,  and 
the  English  C.W.S.  The  only  cloud  ujkiij 
the  first  stage  of  the  journey  was  the  fact 
that  certain  of  the  "early  Britons’’  (we 
left  London  at  8-30  a.m.),  were  so  busily 
engaged  on  tlioir  arrival  at  Dover  in  wa tell- 
ing the  stowing  of  the  bpggage  in  the  hold 
of  the  tine  Belgian  boat  “ Jan  van  Breydel," 
which  was  to  take  Us  to  Oslend,  and  so 
obsessed  by.  their  anxiety  foi  the  safety  of 
their- seasick  remedies,  and  cough  mixtures, 
that  they  entirely  failed  to  see  Lloyd  George 
walk  briskly  along  the  quay  to  the  Calais 
boat  which  was  taking  him  to  France  for 
the  " pourparlers  " with  M.  Poincare.  We 
sympathised,  but  to  no  purpose;  their  deso- 
lation-was  only  dispelled  by  the  sunshine 
which  eventually  contributed  to  a lovely  sen 
passage.  - In -due  course  we  leacbed  Berlin, 
where  we  were  joined  by  Victor  Serwy, 
Ernest  Poisson  (representing  respectively 
t lie  Belgian  and  French  Federations),  and 
Dr.  G.  Winter,  of  Prague,  who  accompanied 
the  delegation  'a.s  independent  interpreter . 
Mu,  L.  Khiutcliuk,  president  of  the  Cenlro- 
soyus  at  Moscow,  and  J.  Ka liter;  secretary, 
also  joined  us  here,  and  although  they  did 
not 'officially  take  us  in  charge  until  we 
•reached  Riga,  yet  they  at  tint*.*  began  tu 
care  for  every  detail  of  our  journey  with  a 
zeal  and  generosity  which  reached  its  c limax 
in  Moscow,  unci  was  far  from  being 
exhausted  when  we  eventually  bade  them 
farewell  on' our  return  to  Riga. 

. The- journey  to  Riga,  through  Germany, 
Lithuania,  the  Polish  Corridor,  and  La t via, 
was  interesting,  though  uneventful.  Leav- 
ing Berlin  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  we 
awoke  in  the  morning  to  find  ourselves  in 
the  regions  of  snow,  ami  from  tbeu  until  our 
return,  nearly  four  weeks  later,  we  only  raw 
the  face  of 'the  land  in  its  snowy  garb. 

Reception  in  Latvia. 

Our  arrival  at  Riga  on  Thursday  at  7-30 
in  the  morning;  was  the  occasion  of  an  un- 
expected official  reception  at  tlie  station  on 
1 lie  part  cf  tlie  presidents  and  members  ol 
the  Councils  of  the.two  Latvian  Co-opera- 
tive Unions  " Konsiims  ” and  " Produkts," 
both  of  whose  headquarters  are  in  Riga. 
\>  our  train  for  Mom  Aw  did  not  leave  until 
11-30  at  night  they  had  made  up  their  minds 
t<  make  the  most  of  our  sixteen  hours'  wait. 
Cordial  greetings  on  1 1 >3  platform,  which  we 
suitably  acknowledged,  were  followed  by 
breakfast  at  an  hotel  in  the  c-ii.v.  t > which 
we  .were  driven  in  an  imposing,  though 
mixed  procession  of  vehicles — led  by  an  open 
landau  of  old-fashioned  but  ample  dimen- 
sions, upholstered  in  a style  which 
betokened  previous  use  by  a Prince  of  the 
blood."  and  followed  by  “ Drohskys.”  The 
tail  of  the  procession  wgs  completed  by  the 
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light  and  graceful  sleigh,  the  whole  cortege 
being  drawn  by  bard.v,  handsome,  and  sure- 
footed Russian  horses. 

Co-operative  Interests  in  Riga. 

A round  of  interesting  co-operative  visits 
followed  which  must,  lie  the  subject  of  a 
separate  recital  n*»  they  were  not  in  the 
special  programme  of  cur  mission,  hut,  of 
course,  came  fully  within,  the  scope  of  the 
Allinnoe.  Suffice  it,  to  wiv  we  spent  tlm 
first  crowded  day  of  our  trip  iu  the  fine  city 
that  Riga  undoubtedly  is.  The  two  Union’s 
were  first  visited  in  the  order  of  their 
seniority.  We  cannot  draw  distinctions  be- 
tween their  cordiality  to  us  or  their  enthu- 
siasm for  the  International,  because  none 
exiot.  We  were  agreeably  surprised  at  the 
office  of  the  Workers'  Union  to  bo  received 
by  a speech  from  a modest  membor  of  the 
staff,  delivered  in  perfect  English  and, 
moreover,  with  a sentiment*  all  our  own. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  we  also  visited 
the  Joint  Propaganda  Department  of  the 
two  Unions,  a society  of  tin?  railway 
workers,  a co-operative  factory  for  .the 
manufacture  of  sdhool  furniture  and  .scien- 
tific requisites,  a retail  co-operative  store, 
an  excellent  library  and  publications  'dre 
partment,-  and  a military  co-operative 
society  excellently  organised,  stuffed,  and 
stocked.  The  Latvian  friends  entertained 
u.s  to  lunch,  And  gave  us  a foretaste  of  the 
traditional  Russian  hospital! ily  with  which 
our  visit  was  encompassed. 

President  Khintchuk. 

In  the  evening  President  Khintchuk 
arranged  a special  official  recaption  of  the 
delegation,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  the 
members  of  the  C'entrosoyus  stuff  c'stcib 
1 1 shed  in  Riga,  and  also  by  the  further  etaff 
who  had  travelled  from  Moscow  to  meet  us 
ami  to  take  charge  of  cur  comfort  011  the 
last  stage  of  the  outward  journev.  At  the 
dinner  in  our  honour  which  followed  in  Ihe 
Palais  du  Danse,  the  most  cordial  greetings 
were  again  exchanged,  but  this  time 
definitely  recognising  the  commencement  of 
our  special  mission  to  ltusdn. 

Co-operative  Influence. 

At  llr30  p_.ni.  we  started  for  Moscow  in  a 
w pec-in  I sleeping  carriage  of  the  best  type  of 
the  International  Sleeping  Car  Company, 
provided  by  Centrosoyiis,  and  t-cmspic -uourdy 
marked  on  the  side — 

" Reserve  pour  la  Delegation  In  er- 

I'.ationale  des  Cooperatives  de  tolite  lit 

Russie.” 

That-  care  was  neither  misguided  nor  mis- 
placed. for  the. journev  from  Riga  to  Moscow 
is  not  one  to  lx*  ligjfitly  undert.ikcii..  In 
Russia  the  long-distance  trains  run  mostly 
at  night.  The  preference  in  speed  and 
r lling-stuck  is  given,  every  whore  to  trains 
for  the  famine  area  conveying  relief.  .Co- 
operative goods  come  next  b.v  run-on  of  tie 
enormous  undertakings  of  collection  and  dis- 
tribution for  which  they  are  responHible.  The 
first  difficulty,  however,  iu  it  journey  to 
Moscow  is  tin*  lack  ol  " correspondcuc-?  ” 
between  the,  railways  of  Latvia  and  Russia. 
Everything  i-  progressing  towards  order 
in  the  communistic  state,  and  this  difficulty 
is  to  be  1 be  subjec  t of  an  early  conference 
between  Russian  and  Latvian  •jutl  urities. 
It  is  certainly  one  of  the  first  essential-  for 
the  resumption  of  economic  relations. 

We  arrived  at  the  Latvian  frontier  abmt 
9-30  a.m.  tlie  next  morning,  only  to  find  that 
the  Russian  train  had  left  for  .Moscow  an 
hour  cr  two  before*  and  we  were  destined  to 
wait  at  the  frontier  Icr  twenty-four  hours. 
Imagine  the  active  spirits  of  the  delegation 
cuf*  off  from  the  world  and  shunted  into  a 
siding  in  an  almost  trackless  waste  of  snow, 
with  only  the  station  buildings  and  the 
sleigh  track  in  the  snow  leading  to  the 
nearest  village  some  versts  away  to  break 
the  monotony  of  the  whiteness  which 
stretched  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

And  here  let  us  leave  them  to  their  refleo* 
tions  until  next  week. 
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THE  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  GUILD  SOCIALISM. 

REVOLUTION  UNAWARES^ 


WASHING-  DMV’ 

THE  OLD  STYLE  AND  THE  NEW. 


By  IT.  ADAIR  MARQUAND  (Secretary  to  the  labour  Group  of  the  Union, 
University  College,  Cardiff),  _ 


A CON'rfcRENCE  of  delegates  representing  ’ 
about  120,000  trade  unionists  and  co-operator*,, 
to  say  nothing  of  university  students,  took 
, .place  in  Cardiff  recently.  Except  in  the  local 
press,  it  has  been  very  scantily  reported,  and 
its  significance  appeal's  to  have  been  over- 
looked. In  a smoke-laden  atmosphere  in  an 
underground  hall  the  two  hundred  delegates 
.istened  in  a very  matter-of-fact  way  to  Mr. 

*>.  G.  Hobson,  the  well-known  guildsraan.  In 
his  calm  and  dispassionate  manner  he  made 
revolutionary  suggestions,  and  they  agreed 
quite  readily,  as  though  he  were  proposing 
the  most  ordinary  tiling  in  the  world. 

To  an  intelligent  observer  it  must  be  fairly 
clear  that  the  capitalist  system,  our  present 
civilisation,  is  crumbling  to  pieces.  Men  are 
.frantically  endeavouring  to  patch  it  up,  but 
they  an*  finding  themselves  quite  unable  to 
reconcile  the  national  rivalries  that  steadily 
press  the  world  towards  another  war,  and  thfey 
fear  to  face  the  problem  of  feeding  the  stal-Villg 
and  housing  the’  hdnthfess.  Unless  we  desilv 
to  see  civilisation  'disappear  entirely.  as'iYdm- 
berless  civilisations' have  perished  in  the  past, 
to  be  replaced  liV'ftfir lSslrism.  we  must  prepare 
-the  machinery  of  d Aew  civilisation  now,  so. 
that  it  may  be  for  use  when  the  crash 

comes.  It  is  to  eolWruet  thc\t  macliinory  t’liaL 
conferences  have  lately  been  field  in  Cardiff, 
Bristol,  Manchester. ' and  elsewhere.  These 
conferences  havttUSbeil1  'laving  the  foundations 
of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth.  II 

Mr.  Hobson  declared — and  the  delegates 
loudly  applauded  Jmn —that  no  decent  man 
Faced  with  the  present  rapid  decay  of  civilisa- 
tion could  be  anything  but  a revolutionist. 
Then  he  outlined  how  the  skeleton  of  the  new 
order  was  to  be  constructed,  so  that  it  would 
be  ready  to  function  when  the  old  had  finally 
collapsed.  Men  are  already  organised  as  con- 
Burners  in  the  cooperative  movement.  Now  they 
must  be  organised  as  producers  in  the  (Ini Id 
movement.  In  the  new  order  of  society  these  two 
( modified  considerably , of  Course)  will  combine  to 
make  the  complete  co-operative  economic  machine. 

The  Building  Guild. 

The  Building  Guild  is  the  best  example  at 
present  of  a guild  of  producers.  There  is 
(necessarily  there  must  be  under  present  con- 
ditions) a certain  small  amount  of  capital 
invested  in  it.  But  the  investors  of  this 
capital  arc  paid  a low  rate  of  interest,  and.  as 
investors,  have  no  control  whatever  over  the 
guild.  . Control  rests  entirely  with  the  men -who 
do  the  work.  .Such  a guild,  which  has  been  able 
to.-  undercut  the  master  builders  time  and 
..again,  .even  Though,  its  men  are  paid  sick  or 
•well,  wet  or  fine,  had  obviously  a splendid 
opportunity  to  become  a great  profiteering 
: enterprise.  This- it  has  resolutely  refused  to 
'.(lo.  The  profits  the  guild  has  refused  to  make, 
because  it  would  not  forsake  the  Labour-  move- 


men I,  hare  in  effect  hern  ‘returned  to  the  coni- . 
inanity,  and  Mr.  Hobson  estimates  that  the 
community  has  gained  atb’Cl  £10.000,000.  The 
Building  Guild,  it  is 'fr(ie.. was, formed  at  a time 
when  there  was  a 'great  demand  for  building 
of  all  soits.  Yet  tlie  Furniture  Guild,  formed 
at  a time  of  acute  distress  when  credit  was- 
bad  and  trade  almost’ stagnant,  has  now  more 
woik  than  it  can  cope  with,  and  on  the  very 
day  of  the-Cardiff  conference  a new  branch 
was  being  formed  at  Bristol. 

Future  Extensions. 

No.  large  capital  is  required  in  the  building, 
and  furnishing  trades,  but  the  extension  of  the 
system  to  larger  industries  will  clearly  require - 
considerable  financial  support.  That  the 
workers  could  provide  themselves  if  they  would 
cease  paying  every  week  what  amounts  to 
millions  of  pounds  to  insurance  companies  and 
landlords.  The  insurance' companies  give  back 
pproximatcly  sixpence-halfpenny  for  Every 
shilling  they  receive,  and  their  dividends  and 
reserves  are  enormous.*  Mr.  Hobson  recog- 
uised  that  there  are  difficulties  in  .tapping  tliis 
source  of  ’wealth,  though  he  was  convinced 
tlmt_  in  time  it  could,  and  would,  be  done. 
But  rent  is  more  easily  got  at.  _ The  trade 
unions  have  established  the  method  of  col- 
lective bargaining  for  wages.  Why  not  for 
rent  ? Men  go  out  on  strike  against  their 
capitalist  employers,  and  continue  all  the 
while  to  pay  rent  to,  or  accumulate  arrears  of 
rent  for,  their  landlords.  Often  the  landlord 
and  the  employer  is  the  same  person  or  com- 
pany, and  we  get  the  spectacle  of  South  Wales 
miners  drawing  five  shillings  for  a week's  work 
because  arrears  of  rent  are  deducted  from  their 
earnings.  Moreover,  the  working  classes  pay 
at  the  very  least  5 "per  cent,  more  of  their 
incomes  on  rent  than  do  the  middle  classes. 
Part  of  this  5 .percent' or  even  the  2J  per  cent, 
of  the  rent  paid  to  the  rent-collector,  if  applied 
to  the  development  of  guild  organisation  would 
make  the  project  easy.  The  way  to  get  it  is 
for  the  trade  unions  to  become  the  rent- 
collectors.  Probably  they  would  refuse  to  pay 
rent  to  owners  when  oil  strike  or  locked  out. 

The  delegates  at  the  conference  pledged 
themselves  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  influence 
their  unions  to  back  wholeheartedly  the 
schemes  for  the  development  of  guild  structure 
in  industry.  Mr.  Hobson  described  this  as 
" what  journalists  would  call  ‘ a new  orienta- 
tion ’ in  trade  union  policy,"  and  undoubtedly 
the  delegates  were  assisting  at  what  may  be 
a dramatic  change  in  tactics.  But  there  is  one 
.thing  I am,  doubtful  about,  though  I hope 
I am  wrong.  That  is  why  I give  this  article 
the  title  it  beam.  Did  the  delegates,  or  do 
readers,  quite  understand  all  the  implications 
of  this  new  dejwirture  ? ’ 
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PIROUETTINGS  OF  A STRATEGIST. 

‘ ,V  = 

A HUMAN  ENIGMA  REVEALED. 

BY. MALES  LONG. 


Somu-  time  ago  students  of  diplomacy 
were  engrossed  in  the  reading  of  a book’ 
by  an  American  diplomat  who  had  attended 
the  Pence  Conference,.  and  who  set  himself 
the  task  of  explaining  bow  it  came  about 
that  President  Wilson,  who  brought  the 
first  breath  of  idealism  into  tin*  sphere  of 
practical  politics  while  the  war  raged,  had 
been  able  to  sign  such  a Peace  Treaty  as 
was  conceived  in  Paris  and  brought  forth 
nt  Versailles. 

The  evolution  of  Mr., Lloyd  George  would 
be  a fctudy  equally  engrossing. 

In  tlie  course  of  tlie  past  week  the 
Memorandum  issued  bv  him  in  March,  1910, 
at  tlie  Peace'  Conference  was  published  by 
the  Government  as  a White  Paper.  Any 
thoughtful  person  who  reads  that  will  ask 
himself  such  questions  as  " How  could  the 
author  of  that  Memorandum  pander  to 
passion  and  bate  us  he  did  in  the  1918 
election?”  "How  could  the  author- of  the 
' Hang  the  Kaiser  ' and  ' Make  Germany 
Pay  ’ slogans  become  converted  to  pro- 
posals so  rational  as  those  contained  in  this 
White  Paper:-"  " How  could  the  author  of 
the  White  Paper  proceed,  afterward*, 
to  reverse  the  policy  which  be  then 
inundated-?’* 


Victor  and  Vanquished.' 

So  far  as  the  relations  between  victor  and- 
vanquished  were  referred  to.  Mr.  I .lord 
: George  ju  dictating"  that  Memorandum, 
would  almost  «eem  to  have"  given  expression: 
'to  the  idealism  of  Smuts  and  Wilson  coip- 
, hined.  " \Yp  cannot  both  cripple  Germany 
and  make  her  pay  " is  a quotation  from  the 
Memorandum-  which  might  have  been  lifted 
word  for  word  from  a score  of  " Co-opera-* 
live  News  " articles  on  the  folly  of  a ‘vin- 
dictive settlement.  According  to  that 
Memorandum  the  Prime  Minister  clearly; 
recognised  that  the  period  of  reparations! 
should  disappear  with -"the  generation  thiitj 
caused  the  war;  but.  TT  readers  recollect, 
tlie  New  - Sj»e«.fiil  •Commissioner  criti- 
cised the  reparations  scheme  actually 
decided 'upon,  because  under  it.  Germans, 
born  in  1918.  when  they  came  of  age  in 
1939,  would  be  expected  " to  yield  up  to 
foreign  bondholders  300  million  pounds 
sterling  per  year  till  1963  in  expiation  of  a 
crime  committed  by  somebody  before  they 
were  born,  besides  having  to  pay  off  the 
interest  and  principal  of  the  German 
national  debt  due  to  the  war.  And  tliis  by 
decree  of  five  gentlemen  sitting  in  Paris  in 
19-1  — gentlemen,  including  Me.  .JJoyd 


THE  BOON  OF  THE  iPUBLIC  WASH-HOUSE. 

“ CO-OPERATIVE'  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


' 'The  municipal  housing  schemes  now 
being  can ied  out  are  pi itfifi r.K  d<  sigtie  I to 
provide  decent  living-places  for  the  home-' 
less  working-classes.  Another  purpose 
they  serve,  liowever,  and  that  is,  they  con- 
stitute an  effort  to"  remove  the  mischief, 
the  discomforts,  and  the  annoyances  caused 
by  the  private  housing,  operations  of  the 
great  Industrial  Revolution  which  began 
in  ,1780,  and  is  still  in  progress.  Perhaps 
tlie  gravest  and  most  far-reaching  of  these 
evils  was  that  from  the  first  the  position, 
the  rights,  and  the  duties  of  women  in  the 
household  had  been  completely  ignored. 

The  Woman  Enslaved, 

ft  usually  happened  that  the  woi  king-class 
wife  was  doomed  to  live  and  to  bring  up  a 
family  in  a house  which  was  never  designed 
as  a home,  which  possessed  the  minimum 
of  space,  usefulness,  and  sanitation,  - and 
which  at  its  best  merely  served  ns  a pro- 
tection for  the  severest  inclemencies  of  the 
w.entjie'r.  It  was  not  until  the  Labour 
Party  became  a driving . force  iu  Parlia- 
pient  and  on  public  bodies  that  properly- 
designed  workmen’s  dwellings  became  an 
accomplished  fact.  Unfortunately,  the 
war  and.  the  after-results  of  the  w-nr  have 
.resulted  in  only  the  merest  fraction  of 
such  houses  being  actually  erected,  and 
to-day  tlie  nation  is  still  found  with  the 
problem  of  making  the  best  use  of  the  old, 
ill-adapted  house  which  serves  as  a home 
for  millions  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  structure  itself  cannot  be  radically 
altered,  nor  is  there  /space  around  for  addi- 
tions in  which  .household  services  could  be 
performed.  To  some  extent  the  absence 
of  tf  bathroom  has  been,  compensated  for 
in  large  centres  by  the  provision  of  public 
baths.  The  provision  of  communal  kitchens 
for-  cooking,  which  would  save  much  time 
and  drudgery  to  the  housewife,  /still 
remains  a -beautiful  dream,  partly  owing 
to  our ' insular  .prejudices  in  favour  of  in- 
dependent taste  and  judgment,  although 
success  and  increasing  number  of  works’ 
canteens  are  bound  to  have  an  influence  on 
the  younger  generation.  “ Washing-day  ” is 
regarded  by  most  housewives  as  the  worst 
of  the  week’s  worries,  and  until  a few 
years  prior  to  the  war  no  means  of  escape 
offeree!  itself.  The  mere  task  of  washing 
clothes,  with  tlie  primitive  home  machinery, 
is  hard  and  unpleasant  work,  and  it  often 
has  the  added  quality  of  incommoding  and 
iiratating  every  member  of  the  household. 
In  the  four-roomed  house  tlie  wash-tub 
makes  women  old  long  before  their  time, 
and  it  is  probably  one  of  the  most  fruitful 
causes  of  domestic  unhappiness. 


George,  who  will  then  probably  he  dead. 

" ' Mif,  Lloyd  ’ George’s  great  fear  for  the. 
future  arose  from  the  fact  that  " the  whole' 
of  Europe  is  filled  with  the  spirit  of  revolu- 
tion ” because  there  is  a deep  sense  not 
only  of  ‘discontent,  but  of  anger  mid 
revolt  amongst,  the  workmen  against  pre- 
war condition*."  Nevertheless.  Mr.  Lloyd 
George's  Government  has  brought  about  a 
state  of  tilings  in  this  country  which  has 
plunged  "the  miners  into  conditions'  worse, 
in  many  places,  than  those  of  191-L  and 
under  which  it  is  also  attempted  to  bring 
the  engineering  and  shipbuilding  operatives* 
into  a state  of  Subjection  ’that  did  not  exist 
for  many  years  before  tlie  war.  There  is 
poverty  and  distress  here  such  as  did  not 
exist  when  the  enemy  was  threatening  the 
Channel  ports  and  when  tlie  seas  Were 
infested'-with  U-boats.  At  that  time  unem- 
ployment was  almost  a criminal  offence. 

-•  rtT 

Pledge  and  Performance. 

m So  far  as  the  tvi^er  sphere  ol^  Europe  , is 
concerned,  the  Meinovaigluin  recorded  the 
.Prime  Minister's  view  if  the  Allies 

Were  to  offer  an  al ^native  to  •"  Bol- 
shevism ” “ we  must  make  the  League  of 
Nations  into  something  (fiat  will  be  a safe- 
guard to  those  nations  who  are  prepared 
for  fair  dealing  with  their  neighbours,  and 
n menace  to  tlio«e  who  would  trespass  on 
the  rights  of  their  neighbours."  But  ever 
since  the  nations  of  Europe  inscribed  their 
signatures  to  the  Pence  Treaty,  the  Supreme 
Council,  inter-allied  conferences  to  tlie 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


Homes  (?)  of  England. 

Consider  the  conttiifonS  1 The  in f.  .,  1V. 
of  dwellings  of  this  character  • 
neither  a cellar  nor  an  outhouse  f.u  „ 
ing.  lior  even  a “copper''*  in  the  - i,  . v_ 
Many  of  them  do  not  even  posses  |’ 
levies.  (It  is  only  decent  to  draw  . , ,j 

over  the  discomforts  of  the  still  ,. 

families  whose  only  home  consists  

or  two  rooms,  or  part  of  a small  H«>, , 
Once  a week  the  wash-tub  takes  it  s , , | 
for  a day  with  the  general  cleanm-  ,i„. 
preparation  and  eating  Of -meals,  .m,| 
care-  of  children;  its  steam  fills  tin-  , 
pervades  the  house,  and  in  geiici.il 
menace  to  health.  Usually  the  Li  I < ,,,| 
is  not  spacious  enough  to  dry  cloiluv..  ,m| 
U'lien  the  ciollies-Jine  is  drawn  am 
entry  or  tlie  narrow  street  it  ha.  . , , i„, 
protected  against  police  officers.  Ii  , ] , , 
coal-carts,  and  - smut'."  I)nm: 
doors  i«  only  feasible  for  cbmpnnui\ . ■ I v lew 
of  the  summer  days,  so  the.  cloth  - I, 
generally  to  be  dried,  mangled,  irma  d „i 
aired  in  the  kitchen. 

Municipal  Remedies. 

There  is  a remedy  for  this  terrible  milir. 
Gon  in  the  shape  of  public  wash-1, , 
which,  before  tlie  war,  were  being  l.mlt  |1V 
the  more  progressive  municipalities  in  tlio 
larger  centres  of  population.  Main  im- 
portant towns,  however,  are  still  wiihn„t 
them,  and  it  is  rare  to  find  even  one  in  the 
small  textile  and  mining  towns.  Ow  ing  ta 
the  insistent  demands  for  houses,  low 
wnsh-plnqes  have  been  built  anywhere  since 
1911.  but  there  are  indications  that  the 
bigger  municipalities  are  stirring  again. 
One  of  the  most  beneficial1  tiling*-  the 
Labour  Party  could  do  is  to  pro*.-;  L an 
immediate  extension  of  public  \\.i*h- 
house*.  By  doing  so  they  would  i.-.  ■ no 
the  «Jpport  of  every  working  wife  in  ! In- 
land. The  wash-house  abolishes  wn-hing. 
dav  and  drying-day  at  home,  and  nil  their 
evils  and  discomforts.  All  that  tJic.In  n >- 
wife  has  to  do  is  to  take  her  basket  ->f 
dirty  clothes  and  her  soap  and  istanli  (n 
the  nearest  wash-house,  and  in  two  lo  L nr 
hours,  according  to  the  size  and  iialiuc  •>!' 
her  basket,  she  can  return  home  with  tin* 
clothes  washed,  mangled,  dried,  ami 
ironed  at  a comparatively  small  cost,  ainl 
.with  far  much  loss  exertion  than  ii  -ho 
had  done  the  washing. nt  home.-  The  w nt 
is  co-opera t ion  and. .machinery. 

Manchester  has  done  a good  deal  in  ihi* 
useful  form  of  defrft'Htic^feervk;*,  an  I u 
eight  wash-houses  ai;e,  to  Jiare,  n • -i 

added  to  their  niunbei'.  if'Jiir.  the , : vcai  l ad- 
ing. in  .March  last  a .guat'iyr-  ,l- 1 mill ■,  n 
women  used  them,  which,,  ,\iork-  ■ u ' 
about  fiye  tlipnsriiul  eypty  week.  The 
average  time,  spent  ,0M2i-  a »v.-h  '"* 

eluding  all  op.erations-,:was.:..tlirc,e.iiii'l  a- 
ludf-hours,  ami  . the  < barge,  is  .L\\  i»|«*nce  an 
hour  for  the  first/,  four-,  ImmiivLi. agd  i h"1'* 
pence  for  every  Injur,  afyer,,  ,...Thc  high*  r 
charge  puls  a pL'emlum  ion  djb’gvii'm.  imi. 
is  more  necessiiryc  In  -order,,  to-  gi  v > ■ < "• 
one  a chaiu-e.  for,  tilietiu  f ai c ., qurat  - uln  a 
waiting  before  the;  opeuing  time  at  6 ••  11  - 
valid  there  ai;o.  few -X/ica/it  • stall*  " W”"' 
dosing  time  at.  fii.p.m.  comiJt.  an,  "'i- 
lim^ted  Mipply  o£  boiling  uatej'  at 
, wuluthe  use  of  proper  boiling  and  ua*lnng 
troughs,  the  steam  dolly,  drying  hoi 
power-driven  mangles  (no  weary  tiirmiigi. 
ironing  stoves,  and  all  the  latest  laiiinhy 
machinery  economises  labour  and  expedites 
the  work.  Who  wpuld  do,  washing  at  Imnn*, 
with  poor  tools  except  strong  arm*,  c.  «• 
a public  wash-house  witlijq  re;isoiiahle 
distance?  . s 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 


tent  of  about  a dozen  at  L a -I 
ign  against  Hussia-r  and  the  in 
r an  Anglo-French  pact  have 
to  weakeu  the  League  of  Nation 
Truly  the  chief  study  of  inaukii 
There  L>  little  in  that  Memoranda 
cinte  its  author  with  the  inipnssi 
tion  cries  of  1918.  and  there  has 
in  the  Prime  Minister's  record 
that  .would  enable  os  to  identity 


toric  Memorandum.  Part 
of  that  the  whole  contin 
throbbing  with  the  feverb 
yea  re  ago. 


A run.  1.  1932. 
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BAR  TO  REDUCED 
PRICES. 

P.A.T.A-  STANDS  IN  THE  WAY. 

[•‘Co-operative  News”  Special.] 

The  “ Grocer  ” last  week  devoted  a con- 
siderable amount  of  cspaoe  to  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association.  The  whole  of 
one  page  was  occupied  by  the  objects  and 
cop.' tit ut ion  of  tlie  association ; then  on- 
other  pages  tliere  were  further  references 
to  it  in  a leading  article  and  a lengthy 
letter. 

Are  there  indications  that  the  P.A.T.A.  is 
one?  more  about  to  take  the  held  against- 
traders  who  will  not  conform  to  profiteering 
regulations  by  charging  prices  needlessly 
high ? Do  they  mean  that  the  retailer  is 
not  to  he  allowed  to  sell  at  his  own  lower 
prices  even  when  satisfied  with  the  profits? 

If  l lie  answers  are  in  the  affirmative,  the 
jRisitioii  of  co-operative  societies  which  sell 
these  articles,  either  through  their  greoery 
or  drug  departments,  is  one  for  serious 
consideration.  That  this  is  so  is  abundantly 
proved  by.  a resolution  standing  on  the 
minutes  of  the  manufacturers'  section  of 
the  P.A.T.A.,  which  reads  as  follows. — 

(1)  That  no  Industrial  Co-operative 
•Society  shall  he  supplied  wic-ii  any  article 
oa  tlie  P.A.T.A.  List,  unless  the- society 
agrees  not  to  sell  below  t-he  minimum 
prices  and  that  no  bonus  cr  dividend  on 

’ tb?  purchase  money  or  rebate  in  cash  or 
go i ds  be  given,  unless  tlie  value  c-f  such 
bonus,  Arc.,  he  charged?  to  tlie  customer 
ia  addition  to  the  P.A.T.A.  minimum 
price  of  the  article. 

(2)  That  the  P.A.T.A.  Li<t  shaOl  con- 
sist only  of  tho,e  articles  tlie  proprietors 
ol  which  agree  to  tlie  foregoing  conditions 
relating  to  co-operative  societies. 

The  resolution  cuts  across  one  of  the 
principal  objects #>f  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. namely,  that  all  articles,  be  they 
food,  c lothing,  or  medicines,  should  reach 
the  consumer  at  the  lowest  possible  prices; 
and  it  violates  the  right  of  co-operators  to 
do  what  they  please  with  their  trade 
surpluses. 

The  P.A.T.A.,  apparently,  lias  no  objec- 
tion to  its  members  selling  their  good*,  to 
co-operative  societies,  hut  the  societies  must 
not  do-  anything  which  might  force  outside 
chemists  or  grocer's  to  reduce  profits  or  lose 
trade.  In  other  words,  co-operative  socie- 
ties, left  to  themselves,  nre  able  to  bent  the 
Private  trader  in  the  matter  of  prices.  Vet 
m the  same  issue  as  it  printed  the  objects 
and  constitution  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  tlb? 
‘‘Grocer,”  in  a leading  article,  stated  that 
“ few  will  dispute  that  the  co-operative 
societies  in  their  distribution  to  the  con- 
smner  charge  prices  equnl  to"  or  higher 
ll'an,  the  prices  dhnrged  by  retail  traders.” 

The  Higher  Law. 

The  P.A.T.A.  may  have  every  right, 
legally,  to  withhold  supplies  or  attach  con- 
ditions ot  sale;  but  there  is  a higher  law — 
tlie  moral  law.  The  P.A.T.A.  says  the 

articles  it  sells  help  to  maintain  the 
People  in  good  health,  and" yet  it  wants  to 
restrict  their  sale.  In  many  districts  the 
co-operative  store  Ls  the  only  shop.  'Why, 
^ien,  should  the  P.A.T.A.  endeavour  to 
prevent  tlie  people  from  getting  medicines, 
latent  foods,  and  drugs  at  the  lowest  price? 
Precept  and  practice  hardly  square  in  tin's 
r>ise.  Morally,  the  P.A.T.A.  has  no  case; 
’"I  that  it  will  take  heed  to -it«  ways  is 
perhaps  more  than  can  be  expected.  The 
vitd  |H>int  cannot  profitably  be  discussed 
'?re<  but  it  seems  oi»3  which  the  Co-open* 
live  Union  and  the  Wholesale  Societies 
""nht  with  advantage  take  into 
consideration. 

^•h'tail  societies  need  not  depend  upon  live 
•Ul.A.  The  Wholesale  Societies  have 
HH  cm  the  market  many  patent  foods  and 
11,1 . ichies,  and  analysis  shows  that  they  are 
T'd?  as  good  ns,  if  not  better  than,  other 
which  owe  their  popularity  less  to 
.,?lr.  efficacy  than  to  the  lavish  advertising 

I . ' t!,ev  form  the  subject.  People 
■‘'c  it  dinned  into  their  ears  that  if  they 

nr<* ru"  down  or  indisposed  there  is  only  one 
cure — a iK(X  or  a bottle  put  up  by  Tinkle- 
Z '■  "llose  Uinelv  tonic  is  sold  by  tens  of 
'misands.  Similar  remedies  prepared  by 
lir  of  the  two  Wholesales  do  the  trick 

,l'’  Soon  and  just  as  efficiently. 

_l  directors  of  these  two  societies  have 

I I, 0,1  tended  that  the  movement  should 
piv^  UU  Use  for  t,le  advertiser,  hut  if 
util.  '11  n’p^luds  do  not  bring  the  trade 
rot*'  be  considered.  Why 
of  j'.1, 0,1,1  advertising  campaign,  the  cost 

'id.  to  be  shared  by  tlie  Wholesale  and 
u"  societies? 


A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


□□□□□ 

Drapery  Losses. 

How  unexampled  is  the  business  depres- 
sion, from  which  the  whole  community  is  •suf- 
fering, is  shown  by  t-ha  fact,  that  .lay’s 
Limited,  the  celebrated  London  firm  of 
drapers  and  milliners,  for  the  first  time  in 
twenty-six  years,  are  not  able  to  pay  a 
dividend  on  their  ordinary  shares,  tlie 
operations  for  the  year  shou  ing  a net  loss 
of  £20,855  as  against  a profit  Irr  the 
previous  year  of  £21,659.  Ibis  disappoint- 
ing- result  is  due  to  the  all-'pervadin.g  cause, 
viz.,  the  fall  in  the  value  of  slocks  hold, 
particularly  in  high-class  fills,  and  the 
decrease  in  the  purchasing  power  if  the 
community.  'Hie  stocks  iii  hand  at  the 
close  of  the  ccnipniny's  financial  year. 
January  3 1st  last,  were  valued  at  £93,500, 
or  only  two-thirds  of  what  the  stock  was 
worth  a year  ago.  A stock  of  less  than 
£100,000  iseems  rather  low  for  a company 
like  Jay’s,  which  specialises  in  high-priced 
goods,  its  clientele  heirg  principally  among 
the  moneyed  class. 

The  Motor  Car  Industry. 

Most  trades  are  in  a bad  way  jqsl  now, 
but  depression  in  the  British  motor  ear 
industry  is  perhaps  more  severe  than  in  any 
other,  and  personally,  I doubt  if  many-  of 
the  companies  in  this  line  will  survive. 
What  has  brought  B.  E.  Jones  Limited,  the 
-South  Wales  bakers  and  catering  people 
clown  to  their  present  condition  (hist  year 
they  made  a loss  of  £193,863,  and  the 
ordinary  £1  shares  stand  at  lid)  is 
attributed  by  the  chairman  almost 
wholly  to  the  fact  that  the  company  had 
a large  motor  department.  The  British 
Motor  Trading  Corporation,  'established 
in  May,  1919,  with  an  ordinary  share 
apital  of  £1,000,000.  shows  a Io<ss  for  the 
year  of  £180,042,  and  as  the  new  chaiimnn 
•eported  that  reorganisation  of  administra- 
tion and  salaries  had  resulted  in  a saving  of 
no  less  than  £45.000,  it  is  evident  that  there 
is  room  for  a series  of  Geddas  reports  in 
connection  with  some  of  our  private 
industries. 

Motor  Manufacturing  Companies. 

The  two  companies  referred  to  above  are 
concerns  trading  in  motor  cars,  but,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  the  position  is  no  better 
with  motor  manufacturing  companies,  as  is 
clear  from  the  following  quotations  which 
are  all  of  fully-paid  £1  shares. 

s.  d. 

Austin  Motor  Co 2 10 J 

Oh  a mm  Motor  Co 3 f) 

Crossley  Motor  C’o 6 9 

Guy  Motors  4 6 

Harper.  Beau  1 1J 

Leyland  Motor  0o 4 1J 

1).  Napier  and  Son  7 0 

Star  Motor  Co 5 0 

S.  Smith  and  Sons  (Motor 

Accessories)  2 li 

Swift  (of  Coventry)  3 0 

Vauxhnll  Motor  Co 6 3 

Vulcan  Motor  Co 3 0 

The  only  hope  for  the  British  motor  trade, 
my  opinion,  lies  in  a series  of  amalgama- 
tions, with  complete  standardisation  and 
mass  production  of  a cheap  car  on  the  lines 
of  the  famous  Ford  works  in  America.  In 
that  country  Fords  made  40  per  tent,  of  all 
the  cars  produced  in  1919,  and  it  was 
generally  thought  that  this  would  represent 
high-water  mark;  but  tlie  Ford  is  still  the 
heapest  car  in  the  United  States,  and  last 
■'ear  nearly  60  .per  tent,  of  the  country's 
production,  or  938,000  Ford  cam.  were 
turned  out,  while  the  other  160  American 
manufacturers  between  them  produced  only 
625.000  cars.  When  we  bear  in  mind  that 
tb?  United  States  is  also  suffering  from 
severe  commercial  depression,  it  must  l>e 
admitted  that  these  figures  represent  a 
triumph  for  standardisation  and  mass 
production. 

The  Telephones. 

The  report  of  life 'Select  Committee  pub- 
lished last  week,  recommending  an  imme- 
diate reduction  of  l'O  per  cent,  in  charges 
nd  certain  administrative  changes,  is  in 
itself,  to  those  who  penetrate  below  the 
surface,  an  argument  in  favour  of 
public  ownership  of  services  of  this 
nature.  The  fact  that  a service  is 
publicly  owned  means  that  it  is  < pen 
to  criticism  from  every  side,  tlie  fact  that  it 
is  not  a large  advertiser  means  that  the 
press  is  willing  to  publish  ai  tides  and 
letters  complaining  of  the  service,  besides 
which,  the  administration  can  he  direct  I v 
attacked  in  Parliament,  aiul  aqv  telephone 


user  can  get  his  Member  of  Parliament  C 
ventilate  a grievance.  Compare  this  with 
.Hie  railway  companies.  If  an  elector  tries 
to  get  his  M.P.  to  raise  a point  about  the 
railway  service,  he  finds  probably,  first  of 
all.  that  the  gentleman  who  is  supposed  to 
be  representing  tlie  interests  cf  the  public 
Parliament  is  himself  a direc  tor  of  the 


raihva 


company,  and  secondly,  if  the 


matter  ever  gets  so  far  as  to  have  a ques- 
tion put  in  the  House  of  Commons,'  the 
reply  given  will  l)e  either  that  the  Minister 
has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  railway  com- 
pany, or  at  the  best,  that  he  will  draw  ll 
attention  of  the  company  to  the  complaint 
and  nothing  further  happens. 

Telephone  Rates  and  Railway  Fares. 

How  different  it  is  in  the  case  of  the 
telephones.  Directly  it  appears  that  profits 
: r?  being  made  by  the  Post  Office,  the  pubii 
demand  for  a price  reduction  becomes 
iri'esistible.  The  newspapers  which, 
themselves,  early  in  the  war  raised  their 
prices  100  per  cent,  and  more,  but  foamed 
at  the  mouth  when  the  State- tele- 
phone service,  five  years  after  the  outbreak 
of  war,  raised  its  prices  70  per  cent  , 
vigorously  and  effectively  take  up  the  side 
of  the  consumer  and  help  to  bring  ahou 
reduction.  We  are  still,  bower. -r,  waiting 
for  a reduction  in  railway  fares,  although 
the  railway  companies  have  received  one 
hundred  millions*  of  the  nation's  money,  as 
compensation  for  wear  and  tear,  A-< .,  diirinc 
the  war. 

A Typical  Complaint. 

Under  the  leadership  of  a certain  portion 
of  the  press,  whose  object  seems  to  be  to 
undermine  tlie  faith  of  the  public  in  every 
'department  of  Government  in  Ibis  country, 
and  who,  if  they  only  knew  it,  are  doinL 
more  harm  than  the  most  violent 
“Bolshie,”  it  has  become  a popular  sport 
to  run  down  the  telephone  service,  but  some- 
times a complaint  aimed  at  or>?  institution 
hits  another,  and  an  amusing  instance  of 
this  nature  occurred  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons t,Ie  other  day.  The  Postmaster- 
General  was  asked  if  he  was  aware  chat  a 
public  telephone  cabinet  on  tlie  arrival 
platform  at  Euston,  Station  was  in  an  insani- 
tary and  filthy  condition,  and  by  what 
authority  messages  from  this  call-box  were 
charged  at  the  rate  of  fourpence  each,  ’.'he 
Postmaster-General  replied  that  the  tele- 
phone cabinets  in  Euston  Station  were  the 
property  of  the  London  and  Xorth-\V extern 
11  ail  way  Company,  that  calls  therefrom  wer. 
dealt  with  by  tlie  operators  at  the  com- 
pany's private  exchange,  and  that  the  Post 
Office  is  not  in  a position  to  prevent  a rail- 
way company  or  other  subscriber  xiom 
charging  more  than  the  Post  Office  fee  for 
the  privilege  of  using  the  subscriber’s 
telephone  installation 


to  H.M.  tht  King. 


Trust  the  Name 
you  know 

when  you  buy  milk.  For 
over  fifty  years  the  came 
of  Nestle's  has  stood  for 
purity  and  quality.  You 
simply  cannot  go  wrong — 
you  must  get  the  best 
— when  you  buy  Ideal 
Milk,  which  is  packed  by 
Nestle's. 

IDEAL 

MILK 

(THE  EVERYDAY  MILK) 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S, 

6-3,  EASTCHEAP,  LONDON,  E.C.3. 


INDIVIDUAL 

LOYALTY.  * 

THE  KEYSTONE  TO  THE 

COMMONWEALTH. 

[Fiiom  THE  Co-operative  Pkkss  Agency.] 

Last  week  we  analysed  the  report  cf  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  with  u view 

10  showing  tJie  average  individual  traditi ' 
assistance  given,  by  members  to  their  own 
institution.  The  movement  has  become  so 
accustomed  to  thinking  in  millions  that  the 
reduction  of  huge  totals  to  the  individual 
proportion  is  a new  feature  that  mav  well 
be  developed  by  distributive  sue  ties  in 
indicating  to  their  own  members  the  pn:t 
they  each  play  in  tlie  development  of  local 
co-operation.  During  tlie  past  half-vear  the 
purchases  of  the  shareholding  societies  from 
tlie  C.W.S.  were  8s.  6d.  per  member  per 
week,  Newcastle  having  tl,e  distinction  of 
the  highest  figure,  namely,  10s.  per  week.  In 
drapery  the  average  sales  per  member  from 
the  C.W.S.  warehouses  range  from  II,..  7,|. 
and  I Is.  9d.  in  the  .Manchester  and  London 
districts  respectively,  to  nearly  double  that 
amount  in  the  Newcastle  area.  The  imme- 
diate duty  of  the  retail. .s.c-ietus.  therefor?. 

to  do  what  they  cannto  maintain,  if  they 
cannot  improve  upon,  these  figures  during 
tlie  present  time  of  threatened  industri.il 
reductions.  When  the  stocks  of  ti>?  stoics 
have  to  he  replenished,  the  resources  ol  Um 
( -W.S.  factories  should (h:ive  the  first  claim, 
and  here  members  caq  do  great  things  by 
indicating  their  preference  for  the  produc- 
tions of  their  own  factories. 

The  50s.  Suit. 

The  foregoing  reflect  ions  are,  to  some 
extent,  a repetition  of ' last  week’s  •state - 
ment,  but  are  extremely  necessnrv  and 
capable  of  seme  development.  When  we 
look  to  the  woollens  and  ready-mades  depart- 
ments, the  necessity  for  emphasis  is  even 
more  apparent,  for  decreased  departmental 
sulea  ot  from  40  to  60  per  cent,  reveal  the 
serious  character  of  the  decline.  The 
average  purchases  per  member  of  Woollens 
and  ready-mades  front  the  C.W.S.  were  onlv 
3s.  7d.  for  the  half-year,  or  ljd.  per  week. 

Whilvst  many  societies  have  their  own 
tailoring  departments,  which,  of  course,  can 
do  much  to  help  the  woollen  trade  section, 
there  are  scores  of  societies  without  tailor- 
ing branches  that  might  well  develop  busi- 
ness in  such  standard  lines  as  thy  50s.  suit 
which  the  C.W.S.  tailoring  departments 
have  lately  introduced  with  universal 
appreciation. 

Footwear  and  Furniture. 

The  supplies  o£  boots  and  shoes  from  the 
various  works  during  the  half-year  were 
46,637  pairs,  and  if  tb?  f(.r  the 

present  half-year  nre  of  the  same  dimou- 
ions,  it  means  that  half  the  members  of 
shareholding  societies  are  purchasing  one 
pair  of  C.W.S.  boots  per  annum  This  is 
rious  reflection  upon  loyalty,  and 
although  we  recognise  the  high  quality  uf 
the  boots,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
even  the  best  of  boots,  sometimes  require 
renewal.  Il  retail  societies  would  work  out 
for  themselves  tli?  rnt-io  of  C.W.S  bools  to 
the  requirements  of  their  members,  com- 
mittees would  be  greatly  helped  in  ascer- 
taining the  co-o|>enitive  character  of  their  ' 
boot  and  shoe  stocks. 

Furnishing,  hardware,  and  ciirpet.s  are 
notber  section  of  C.W.S.  trad»  tlir.t 
requires  stimulus  from  ninny  societies.  Tha 
alf-yearly  purchases  per  member  ha v?  been 
only  6s.  7(1.,  or  3d.  per  week,  so  that 
there  is  plenty  of  leeway  to  make  up. 

Coal. 

The  coal  department  lias  decreased  on  a 
cr.v  modest  »ca!e  compared  to  the  other 
sections,  and  in  Txmdon  the  decrease  was 
than  2 per  cent.,  whilst  in  .Manchester 
if  was  only  15  [>3r  cent.,  and  in  Newcastle 
24  per  cent. — these  figures  of  lessened  trade 
being  the  lowest  of  any  cf  the  sei  ircns  in  the 
hree  districts;  hut  even  then,  bringing  them 
o the  average  individual  purchases,  they  are 
lamentably  small.  They  work  out  to  only 
5s.  7d.  per  member  for  the  ,-ix  months  or. 
iv  2d.  a week.  To  use  a hackneyed  jdirn*^ 
comment  is  needless.” 

These  figures  should  have  consideration 
throughout  the  movement,  and  committees 
;ht  well  get  out  for  themselves  similar 
tatisties,  showing  the  purchases  of  their 

11  departments  from  the  various  *ction« 
of  the  C.W.S.  Those  that  are  below  the 
average  should,  at  least,  during  the  present 

lalf-yeftr  ocme  up  to  that  figure,  and  thou? 
that  are  above  should  seek  to  iuc  rease  their 
trade,  so  that  tlie  credit  of  the  movement 
may  be  well  sustained. 


THE  CO-OPERAflVE  NEWS. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


AMONG  THE  ALMANACS  ABROAD. 

FINE  ART  WITH  FACTS  AND  FIGURES. 


The  National  League  of  Co-curatives 
n Italy  may  be  credited,  with  publishing  a 
in'st  encyclopaedic,  and  certainly  one  of  the 
most  artistic,  of  co-operative  year  books  in 
t'le  world.  The  “ Almanacco  dei  Cooperatori" 
for  1922  presents  itself  under  a beautiful 
coloured  and  symbolic  cover— Plenty,  a 
maiden  bearing  fruits,  is  riding  a horse  led 
by  Labour,  a workman,  whilst  in  the  back- 
ground lie  cannon  and  war  ruins  with  a plough- 
man busy  in  the  adjoining  field. 

It  has  distinct  international  value,  for  it 
not  only  opens  with  a frontispiece  portrait  of 
Mr.  H.  J.  May,  the  secretary  of  the  Inter- 
nitional  Co-operative  Alliance,  but  contains 
brief  biographies — some  with  portraits — of 
Owen,  Holyoake,  Vansittart  Neale,  Charles 
Howartb,  Fourier,  Schultze  - Delitzach, 
Raiffeisen,  Anseele,  national  leaders ; of  the 
members  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
International  Co-operative  Alliance ; and  of 
the  leaders  prominent  in  the  international 
co-operative  women?/*  movement  bom  at 
Basle  lost  year. 

The  Italian  movement  naturally  is  dealt 
with  in  detail  in  all  its  many  notable  activities, 
of  which  our  readers  ought  to  know  more 
for  there  is  much  for  , us  to  learn  from  the 
Italians;  whilst  statistics  are  given  of  the 
movement  in  all  civilised  countries. 

The  “ Almanacco  ” is  truly  a wonderful 
publication,  containing  hundreds  of  illus- 
trations, and  enlivened  with  lighter  contribu- 
tions., including  three  short  stories  illustrative 
of  the  evolution  of  co-operation  as  translated 
from  the  “ Millgate  Monthly.” 

The  “ Kalendarz  Spoldzielczy  ” is  another 
calendar  of  similar  type  to  the  Italian  one, 
with  the  heroic  figure  of  a barefooted  sower 
of  seed  on  the  front  cover,  in  red  and  shaded 


greys.  It  is  issued  by  the  .propaganda  pub- 
lishing department  of  the  Polish  Co-operative 
Consumers’  Union  of  Warsaw.  The  calendar 
is  particularly  practical,  being  full  of  useful 
memoranda. 

The  movement  in  Poland  is  reviewed  at 
length  and  a brief  survey  is  given  of  co-opera- 
tive enterprises  in  other  countries,  with  an 
international  co-operative  press  directory. 
Illustrations  arc  numerous,  and  there  is 
humorous  relief  with  caricatures. 

Most  practical,  too,  is  the  “ Taschen- 
Kalendar” — of  the  Swiss  Co-operative  Con- 
sumers’ Union.  It  is  a pocket  calendar,  as 
the  name  implies.  It  is  full  of  facts  and  figures 
of  the  Swiss  movement,  and  has  a special 
article  by  He  it  Ulrich  Meyer,  one  of  the 
co-operative  newspaper  editors,  on  the  co- 
operative residential  colony,  Freidorf,  outside 
Basle,  as  a means  of  co-operative  education 
and  propaganda. 

A prolific  press  is  that  of  the  Finnish  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society,  the  Suomen 
Osuuskauppojen  Keskuskunta,  or,  in  brief,  the 
“S.O.K.,”  a.t  Helsingfors.  The  “ Yhteishy- 
van  Kodinkirja,”  for  the  past  few  years,  are 
models  of  the  printer’s  art,  presented  in  very 
artistic  covers.  The  frontispiece  is  always  of 
some  leader — Sir  William  Maxwell  for  one. 

A year  book,  it  is  not  in  any  sense  a calendar, 
hut  a high-class  literary  and  pictorial  album 
of  stories,  poetry,  and  artjples — pur  friend, 
E.  Linna,  gives  his  impressions  of  the  co- 
operative residential  colony  of  Frcidoif,  Basle. 
It  is  an  ideal  of  refined  propaganda.  The 
calendar,  with  practical  purpose  and  business 
element,  is  published  separately  as  the 
“ Osuuskauppavaen  Kalenteri,”  and  also  in 
Swedish.  It  is  a small  pocket  affair,  with  a 
story  or  two  and  pictures.  - 


INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE  DELEGATION 
IN  LATVIA. 


Front  row  (left  to  right):  Mr.  H.  J. 
May.  Secretary.  l.C’.A.  : M.  Khintchuk, 
President.  “ Ceutrosoyus,”  the  All-Russian 
Union  of  Co-operative  Consumers.  Moscow  ; 
and  Mr.  A.  W Golightly.  C.W.S.  director, 
and  Chairman  Co-operative  Committee  on 
International  Trading. 

Second  row:  M.  \V.  Silin,  President, 
Council  <»l  the  Latvian  Co-operative  L'on- 
gresses;  M.  It.  Waldnmn.  Director,  Latvian 
National  Bank;  and  M.  E.  Lanrson,  Board 
of  Latvian  Central  Union.  “ Konsnins.” 
Third  row  (second) ; M.  J.  Kngren. 
Board  of  Latvian  Dairy  Central  Society; 
(third).  M.  W.  Skubin,  President,  Latvian 
Agricultural  Central  Society. 

Fourth  row  : -M.  K.  Balod.  Council  of 
Latvian  Co-operative  Congresses;  M. 
ltunik.  Board  of  Co-operntivfe  Societv. 
•*  Product.''  


The  Dutch  ‘ Co-operative  News.”  next 
to  our  mvu,  probably  has  tin*  largest  circu- 
lation of  any  co-operative  newspaper.  It 
has  now  reached  70.000.  The  circulation 
jumped  up  no  less  than  S.270  in  one  week' 


The  delegation  of  the  International  Co- 
operative Alliance  to  investigate  co-opera- 
tion in  Soviet  Russia,  on  their  way  out 
broke  their  journey  in  Riga,  the  capital  of 
Latvia,  one  of  the  newly-liberated  Baltic 
States,  where  they  visited  the  biggest 
Latvian  co-operative  organisations,  the 
Central  Union,  “ Konsums,”  the  Latvian 
Workmen’s  Co-operative  Union,  the  Co- 
operative Society,  ” Product,”  the  Latvian 
National  Bank,  the  Latvian  Agricultural 
Central  Society,  the  Military  Co-operative, 
the  Co-operative  of  Civil  Officers,  the  Co- 
operative of  the  Railway  Employees,  and 
the  Co-operative  of  Education,  '*  Kulturas 
Balss.” 


Front  row  (left  to  right):  Sir  Thomas 

Allen,  C.W.S.  director,  and  Executive 
LC.A.  : Messrs.  J.  Hawkins  and  J.  English, 
C.W.S.  directors. 

Second  row  (with  beard):  M.  T.  Liwent.il, 
President.  Education  Co-operative,  “ Kul- 
turas Balss.” 


BELGIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  MINISTRY? 

The  Minister  of  Labour  in  the  Belgian 
Government  has  a co-operative  section  now 
attached  to  the  Office  of  Social  Insurance 
and  Welfare.  The  Government,  for  finan- 
cial reasons,  does  not  desire  to  make  the 
section  an  independent  department,  hut 
intend**  to  develop  it  so  as  to  render  to 
co-operators  the  services  which  they  are 
entitled  to  .expect. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


A SINGER  OF  SMOKE  AND  STEEL. 

Labour's  New  Voice  : Mr.  Carl  Sanbourg. 


By  THOMAS  MOULT. 


When  the  poet.  Stephen  Phillips,  died  ih 
rather  melancholy  circiuttstances.  a writer 
iu  an  English  labour  weekly  recalled,  with 
the  intention  of  pointing  a moral,  that 
when  Phillips  was  at  the  beginning  of  his 
career  lie  had  been  taken  by  socialist 
friends  into  the  poorer  districts  of  Loudon 
and  shown  a side  of  life  which  they  hoped 
would  stir  in  him  the  desire  to  bei  ome  the 
poet  of  the  poor.  The  moral,  of  course, 
was  that  his  life  would  have  been  happier 
and  more  honoured  at  its  er.d  hacl  be 
accepted  the  distinction.  It  was  not  a 
matter  Tor  Phillips  to  decide.  His  life  lay 
elsewhere.  He  was  of  middle-class  parc-n- 
age,  brought  up  in  iv  country  vicarage.  The 
poet  who  writes  of  toil  -and  poverty  must 
himself  he  a toiler  and  have  known 
poverty ; it  is  into  his  own  heart  that  lie 
must  look  before  he  writes. 

There  is  no  English  poet  of  labour  e*.eu 
to-day,  when  poets  are  said  to  be  so  plen- 
tiful and  poverty  more  and  more  an  insi- 
dions  influence  in  the  common  life.  America 
is  ahead  of  us  in  this,  and  a \olunie  of 
poems — ” Smoke  and  Steel  ” — by  a Chicago 
worker,  Mr.-  Carl  Sandburg,  las  just 
reached  us  through  an  English  publisher 
(Jonathan  Cape.  7s.  Gd.  net).  So  broad 
and  universal  is  its  appeal  that  we  may  well 
adopt  its  author  as  the  spokesman  of  our 
own  labouring  masses  also. 

What  Makes  Steel! 

The  opening  poem,  “Smoke  and  Steel.” 
.which  title  is  also  that  of  the  book  itself, 
contains  a vivid  impressionistic  description 
of  the  industrialism  which  characterises 
Sheffield  and  Birmingham  no  less  than  the 
author’s  native  city.  Smoke-belching 
chimneys  are  everywhere — “ smoke  of  a 
city  sunset  skyline,  smoke  of  a country 
dusk  horizon,  they  cross  in  the  sky  and 
J count  our  years.’’.  And  in  the  rolling  mills 
and  sheet  mills,  in  the  tumult  of  the  blast 
fires,  “ the  smoke  changes  its-  shadow — and 
men  change  their  shadow”:  — 

A bar  of  gteel — it  is  only 

Smoke  at  the  heart  of  it,  smoke  and  the 
blood  of  a man. 

A runner  of  fire  ran  in  it,  ran  out,  ran 
somewhere  else, 

Anil  lefW-smoke  and  the  blood  of  a man 

And  the  finished  steel,  chilled  and  blue. 

So  fire  runs  in.  runs  out,  runs  somewhere 
else  again. 

And  the  bar  of  steel  Ls  a gun,  a wheel, 
a nail,  a shovel, 

A rudder  under  the  sen,  a 3teeriug-gear 
in  the  skv; 

Ami  always  dark  in  the  heart  and 
through  it 

Smoke  and  the  blood  of  a man. 

Pittsburg.  Youngstown,  Birmingham — 
they  make  their  steel  with  men. 

Smoke  and  blood  is  the  mix  of  steel. 

Suddenly  the  poet  breaks  off  to  tell  how 
among  the  day-gangs  and  the  night-gangs 
(here  were  once  five  men.  One  of  these  five 
men  had  said:  ” I like  my  job,  the  com- 
pany hs  good  to  me.  America  is  a wonderful 
country.”  Another:  “My  bones  ache ; 

the  company  is  a liar;  this  is  a free  country, 
like  hell.”  Another:  “I  got  a.giil,  a 

peach;  ive  save  up  and  go  on  a farm  and 
raise  pigs  and  be  the  boss  of  ourselves.” 
But  you  may  look  for  them  all  now  “ swim- 
ming in  a pot  of  red  steel.”  Their  bones 
are  kneaded  into  the  bread  of  steel ; their 
bones  are  knocked  into  coils  and  anvils 
and  the  sucking  plungers  of  sea-fighting 
turbines.  Look  for  them  in  the  woven 
frame  of  a wireless  station.  And  the  ^reat 
steel  companies  laugh  at  the  cost.  “ They 
lift  the  bird-men  into  the  blue.  It  is  steel 
a motor  sings  and  zooms.” 

We  find  no  effort  of  any  sort  to  prettify 
tlie  workers’  thoughts,  and  the  beauty  of 
the  poem  actually  comes  of  Sandburg’s 
reliance  on  ugly  and  crude  actualities.  In 
another  volume  lately  published  in  nil 
English  edition.  ” Tendencies  in  American 
Poethy.”  by  Miss  Amy  Lowell  (Macmillan. 
12s.  fid.  net),  i find  particulars  of  Mr. 
Sandburg's  own  history  that  go  far  to 
explain  the  tremendous  strength  and  signi- 
ficance of  “ Smoke  and  Steel.”  He  in  of 
Swedish  stock. though  born  in  Illinois  forty- 
four  years  ago.  At  thirteen  he  left  school 
to  take,  a job  on  a milk  wagon.  During  the 
next  four  years  he  was  in  turn  a barber's 
assistant,  a scene  shifter,  a brick  kiln 
wagonman.  and  a pottery  ball-maker.  He 
went  West  at  seventeen,  working  at  rail- 
road construction  in  Denver,  at  wanking 
dishes  in  an  Omaha  hotel,  at  wlieat-patch- 
ing  in.  Kansas,  at  house  painting  in  Gales- 
burg. He  enlisted  in  t lie  Spanish  War. 
and  with  t lie  money  lie  saved  from  his 
soldier’s  pay  put  himself  back  to  school. 
There  he  worked  as  janitor,  and  un  the 
college  bellringer,  iu  addition  to  studying, 
and  eventually  became  editor  of  the  college 
magazine.  This  was  bis  first  step  in  a 
journalistic  career  which  only  ended  when 
he  was  appointed  as  district  orgnnii-er  for 
the  Social  Democrat!  ■ Party  at  Wisconsin. 
The  fine  idealism  of  that  period  lias  never 
left  him ; it  if.  well  summed  up  in  his 
••  Prayer  for  Everybody.”  written  in  the  . 

quieter  moments  cf  that  early  excitement 


nnd  exacting  occupation:  “ The  liot-lu.i 
ruse  belongs  to  Thee,  and  the  back \.u  I 
cabbage  is  also  Thine  . . . 

Must  Sing  or  Die. 

For  all  its  harsh,  titanic  vision.  Suml- 
bmg's  poetry  expresses  the  same  sweet  ami 
gentle  nature.  His  whok‘  concern  w.  bu 

the  people,  who  must  sing  or  die,  ” 

song-hearts  break  if  there  is  m»  s„„K. 
mouth.  ’ Above  the  ceaseless  tl.ruin.au,, 
of  dynamos,  the  air-slashing  strokes  .7 
agricultural  machinery,  the  fin  rah  medley 
of  work  and  talk  among  the  labour-gam  s 
he  hears  and  makes  ns  hear  the  ijititiii 
moan  of  the  down-and-out  until  it  assumes 
a significance  as  terrible  as  the  sil<  m 
laughter  of  the  ironic  and  aloof  ( Imam, 
herself. 

The  main  criticism  that  will  be  dim  ted 
against  Sandburg  by  our  English  critics  as 
they  come  to  know  his  work  will  h*< 
prompted  by  their  anxiety  lest,  the  nim-ni- 
tms  of  rhyme  and  metre  be  foregone.  II,. 
gets  his  effects  without  what  so  often  m 
the  mere  trickery  of  craftsmanship.  As  in 
” hog.”  lie  gets  them  in  the  feweft  possible 
strokes  of  the  pen  : — 

The  fog  comes  on  little  cat  I'oet. 

It  sits  looking  over  harbour  and  c ity 

Du  silent  haunches,  and  then  moves  on. 

It  is  natural  that  his  own  taste  in  books 
and  authors  should  be  ;>*  unconventional  :,s 
his  poetry.  There  are  lines  to  the  niemorv 
of  Jack  London  and  ().  Henry . \\ ,, 

need  this  Sandburg,  who  hears  the  v.m«- 
(,i  the  wind  over  the  roofs  of  slum-houses 
and  down  the  draughty  passages,  a a tides 
alone  through  grim  city  streets  on  winter 
nights,  knows  and  understands  the  voice- 
less cry  in  the  heart  of  the  farm  girl  alien 
she  comes  to  the  kitchen  dffor  and  secs  loi- 
the  first,  time  the  beauty  of  the  prairie. 
More  than  ever  we  need  the  poet  aim 
seeing  the  ugly  toothless  old  hug,  almost 
dead,  shambling  along  the  gutter,  luioas 
and  understands,  thinking  only,  “once  slio 
was  beautiful.” 
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NESTLE’S 

MILO  FOOD 

.'H  ‘Perfect  "3ood  for  Ghildren, 
Jnoalidz,  and  Jfunir.g  Mothers. 

Most  of  the  patent  foods  on  the 
market  are  quite  unfit  for  a 
child’s  delicate  stomach,  which 
cannot  digest  starch  or  flour, 
except  in  small  quanlities,  unless 
changed  into 
what  is  known 
as  maltose  and 
dextrin. 

This  change  has 
taken  place  in  tree 
case  of  M I DO 
FOOD,  which  is  so 

prepared  that  it  con- 
tains evcrvthingtha1 

hi  Id 


a young 
requires,  in  a form  id 
which  itcanbeeasily 
digested. 

NESTLE’S, 

EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E Cl- 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Mrs.  Cottrell. 


WOMAN  WHOLESALE 
DIRECTOR. 

MRS.  COTTRELL  ELECTED. 

Never  probably 
has  -so  much  inter- 
est been  displayed- 
in  C.W.S.  elections. 
The  figures  were 
announced,  on  Wed- 
nesday evening, 
and  for  the  vacancy 
created  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Moor- 
house.  Mrs.  M.  K. 
Cottrell  (Ten  Acres 
and  Stirchley,  Bir- 
mingham) is  elec- 
ted. Mr.  G.  W. 
Brooks  (Burslem) 
— the  retiring  can- 
didate— is  re-elected 
with  2.802  votes. 
Mrs.  Cottrell  received  844  votes  Mr.  E. 
Whiteley  (Manchester)  is  the  first  of  the 
unsuccessful  candidates  with  702  votes,  fol- 
lowed hv  Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (Prestwich)  with 
(571  votes. 

Mr.  T.  Biddle  (West  Hartlepool)  is  re- 
elected fer  the  Newcastle  district  with  3,062 
votes,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Wilkins  (l’eign- 
inouth)  fov  the  London  district  with  2,650 
votes.  Mr.  William  Bentley  (Bolton)  is 
reappointed  auditor  with  3,31t>  votes. 

The  New  Member. 

The  new  memlier  was  the  first  and  only 
woman  candidate  for  a seat  on  the  direc- 
torate cf  the  C.W.S.  up  to  October  last 
year.  She  has  a long  record  of  co-operative 
and  public  service  to  her  credit.  As  a mem- 
ber of  the  management  and  educational  com- 
mittees of  the  Ten  .Acres  and  Stirchley 
Society,  and  a member  of  the  Midland  Sotv 
tional  Board  of  the  Cooperative  Union,  she 
lias  rendered  yeoman  service  to  tluv co-opera- 
tive movement,  but  probably  her  nctiviuos 
have  been  most  marked  in  the  work  of  the 
\\  emeu's  Guild,  of  which  she  i>  a prominent 
member.  Mrs.  Cottrell  i,  nisi- a member  of 
the  Birmingham  City  Council,  and  she  lias 
s.-rved  on  the  Consumers’  Council,  the 
I ravelling  Milk  Commission,  and  tiie  High 
Pines  Committee  set  up  by  the  Tiade 
L'-nioiis  CVngrers  Parliamentary  Comm  i I tec. 


AGENDA  FOR  C.W.S. 

[MEETINGS. 

DIRECTORS'  SALARIES  TO  BE 
CONSIDERED. 


Tin:  ngjirdu  f..r  Hie  C.W.S.  iuo:h'ng>  on  April  1st 
i i 'l  8ili  is  <>nK  a short  .one;  but  that,- of  course,  does 
i t mean  tfiot  tin-  consideration  of  it  will  occupy  les. 
lime  than  usual.  The  items  nre  given  below  : — ' 

1.  Minutes  of  hist  quarterly  and  special  -general 

nif-Ktlng*. 

2.  Commit  tec's  report. 

3.  Balance  sheet  mid  aurlitor.s*  rei>ort  for  the  Iialf- 
j ear  ended  December.  24111,  1921 

4.  DeclnMlluu  as  to  the  elections  :— («)  Committee; 
(hi  auditor;  (e)  scrulineers. 

r).  KccniiimeJulntiuns.  of  committee  ; — 

(4)  That  Hie  resolution  passed-  ut  the.  January 
quarterly  meeting,  1919,  instructing  Mi?  direc- 
tors 'to  ensure  that  every  ..-employee  shall  lie 
a member  of  a trade  union,  shall  not  -apply 
to  the  managers,  buyers,  and  beads  of  depart- 
ments-, ar«l  their  principal  assistants,  and  for 
tho  present  .txi  •further  steps  be  taken  to  enfcrce- 


. the  r 


iolutiu 


(l>)  That  (he  following  flora  (ions  .be  granted  out 
of  re«-'i-ve  fund  :-(l)  £2.000  to  the  Russian 
. , Famine  Relief  fund;  (2)  £2C0  to  the  Hartlepool 
Fire  Relief  Tiind. 
t Notices  of  motion  from — 

(a)  I»mlon  Co-i-peiTitive  Society  Limited: — “That 
in  harmony  with  reduction  in  wugss,  which  is 
general,  and  the  lower  c-ost  of  living,  the 
.-vilaries  of  directors  oml  auditors  lie  reduced 
15  |>er  cent,  forthwith." 

(b)  City  of  Bradford  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  : — 

(1)  "Thai  the  directors,  auditors,  and  seru- 
tinPPVs  of ‘the  Wholesale  Six-iety  have  their 
ealnrics  reduced  15  per  cent.” 

— (2)'  ■-‘Thai  till-  d'rcotoi>-  of  the  Wholesale 
, Si s-i e twrx ccofi.li 1 1 en d nil  prisons  in  their  employ 
in  HujpcnsL.to  become  members"  of  a local  co- 
operative society,  if  tlicre  is  a distributive 

• ' «(<h  j»lyvjii  the  vicinity  ol  their  rrs:d  pee." 

(c)  Kntjsvvcffili  Industrial,  Ashington  Industrial, 
Bird  all  .Industrial,  Dewsbury  IMon-ers'  Irdus- 

- fr.air'  3li.-fi.4il  Pcrsewniiwe.-  Radstwk,  ami 
Ripley  Industrial  Co-operative  Societies 
■'  Tty t in  fufcpra  thy  auditors  be  granted  full 
power,  wUfti'vcr  jhey  ikem  it  necessary  to  an 
••Iffl  irnt  ili;  burge  t'f  flicir  duties,  to  visit 
any  of 'the  br.mefics,  werks,  or  depots  within 
the  sphere  of  the  operations  of  the  -society, 
whether  ut  home  or  abroad,  siibjeql  irr  the  case 
■ f vi»Us  to  depots,  works.  &e.,  outside-  the 
United  Kirgdom,  to  the  limitation  that  not 
more  than  one  visit  -shall  be  paid  lb  any  one 
depot,  works,  &c..  within  a period  of  five 
year,  excepting  under  -special  circmn.vanc 
a report  of  which  shall  be  submitted  to  the 

1 ext  < i -nil  g g nerul  mcetirgs  of  the  -tciety, 
and  to  call  for  and  examine  any  or  all  of  the 
bcoks,  iu  counts,  vouch?rs,  and  dccimiMita  re- 
latlrg  to  Hie  bu<r.  ss  of.  the  society,  in 'accord- 
ance will.  Rul-  13  (Amendment).  Clause  7." 

(•I)  Cuildtrrd  and  District  Industrial  Co-operative 
.Society  .Limited  " That  .tbls^uieeting  is  of  [h? 
opinion  Unit  the  time  at  present  c.llowcd  for 
discussion  of  the  quarterly  uud  half-yearly  ro- 
" ports  is  not  sufficient,  and  thereftae  I5quri.-s 
lint  arrangement-.'  be  made  for  btisir-stf  inmt.i 
ic.gs;to  commence . at  10-30'a.m..  fue^.nl  of 

2 pan.,  as  at  preseiV  . • ...  q i 

ADDITIONAL-  BUSINESS. 

Ut  Amendments  to  Item  No.  5 (a);—  1 


" Delet 


the  worth  follow  u.-^  axsMwJ  So 
the  refer  'or  to  persons  -flv 


years,  of  age 

l.omlmi  Co-iipcrattve  Society  Eiini'.sl  Ttut 
the  directors  be  instructed  to  submit  tlje  r^o- 
lution  passed  at  the  January  quarterly  meeting, 
1919  (referred  to  in  their  recomineudatrVi  No. 
5,  n.iu-te  n).  (o  th--  Joint  Committee -of  Trade 
Vnioiust,  and  Oo-«p-?rntor»  for  interpretation 
„ ..nil  r«<s  miuend'iUons." 

P'  Amendment*  to  Item  So.  6: — 

(<0  l.ivrrpcA  Co-operative  Society  Limited:  — 
" Tliat  in  Imnnonv  -with  reduction  in  wages, 
which  is  general,  and  the  lower  cost  of  living, 
the  salaries  of  directors  and  auditors  be  re- 
•bic.'.l  7f  pjr.  ccut  forth will|." 

[Continued  at  foot  of  ne*t  column.] 
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MIXED  GUILDS  OR^JOINT  WORK  ? 

A STATEMENT  OF  THE  POSITION  OF  THE  WOMENS  GUILD. 


BY  A.  HONOR  A ENFIELD. 


Tx  the  “ Men's  Guild  Notes”  in  last  week's 
“News”  Unitas  ” gave  prominence  to  the 
question  of  Mixed  Guilds  which  is  to  occupy 
an  important  place  on  the  agenda  of  the  Men’s 
Guild  annual  conference.  Reference  was  made 
to  the  probable  attitude  of  the  Women's 
Guild,  and  a statement  of  our  position,  which 
we  laid  before  the  representatives  of  t lie  Men’s 
Guild  Central  Council  'who  kindly  met  our 
deputation  on  March  7th.  will  therefore  be  of 
general  interest. 

No  one  can  Object  to  a Go-operators'  Guild 
” in  -principle:''  There  is  nothing  wrong  about 
it.  But  in  our  view  the  matter  is  not  a ques- 
tion of  abstract  principle,  but  of  which  form 
of  organisation,  separate  guilds  or  Mixed 
Guilds,  can  best  bring  the  activities  and  en- 
thusiasm of  t he  rank  and  file,  and  particularly 
of  the  women  who  are  the  actual  purchasers, 
to  the  service  of  the  movement. 

The  value  of  the  Women’s  Guild  has-  been 
generally  recognised  by  the  movement  as  a 
whole.  It  has  answered  a deep  and  widely- 
felt  want  in  giving  to  the  woman  at-home  the 
means  of  expressing  herself  and  of  taking 
her  part  in  the  life  of  the  movement  and  of 
the  nation.  That  the  demand  it  meets  is  a 
real  and  lasting  one,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
it  has  become  an  organisation  of  national 
and  even  international  dimensions  and  signi- 
ficance through  the  spontaneous  efforts  of 
the  women  themselves,  and  also  by  the  extra- 
ordinary growth  which  it  continues  to  'show. 
Even  during  the  past  twelve  months  of  uni- 
versal depression  and  unemployment,  our 
branches  have  increased  by  upwards  of  one 
hundred. 

Secret  of  Effective  Work. 

No  Mixed  Guild  could  make  the  appeal  to 
women  that  the  Women’s  Guild  makes.  We 
have  ample  evidence  that  a mixed  organisa- 
tion, with  whatever-  goodwill  it  is  conducted, 
does  not  in  fact  result  in  women  securing  that 
training  in  self-government  and  that  means 
of  self-expression  that  their  own  organisation 
affords  them,  and  which  is  the  secret  of  the 
effective  work  which  the  guild  has  been  able 
to  do  for  the  movement. 

Wd  have  never  had  a single  instance  of  one 
of  our  branches  wishing  to  turn  itself  into  a 
Mixed  Guild.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have 
had  several  instances  of  a successful  branch 
of  our  guild  having  been  established  where 
a Mixed  Guild  has  failed  ; while  our  Congress 
passed  a practically  unanimous  resolution 
against  the  merging  of  our  own  guild  in  a 
mixed  organisation. 

There  is  a suggestion  that  a separate  women's 
section  within  the  “ Co-operators'  Guild” 
would  provide  for  the  special  needs  of  women, 
and  an  implication  that  the  Women's  Guild 
might  become  this  women’s  section  of  the 
larger  body.  But  what  exactly  does  this 
mean  ? Either  the  women’s  section  would  be 
in  fact  a separate  bod}-,  meeting  separately, 
financed  separately,  with  control  over  its  own 
officials  and  policy,  in  which  case  the  Co- 
operators’  Guild  ” would  only  be  a federation 
of  independent  organisations  with  a con- 
stitution created  by  the  federated  bodies 
themselves ; or  else  government  and  policy 


would  be  controlled  by  men  and  women  in 
common,  and  the. women’s  section  would  be 
separate  in  nothing  but  name.  The  latter  is 
the  only  alternative  possible  under  the  con- 
stitution proposed  by  the  Central  Education 
Committee,  and,  it  would  be  impossible  far 
the  Women's  Guild  to  become  purt  of  such  a 
“ Co-operators  Guild  ” without  complete 
loss  of  its  own  identity. 

In  so  far,  then. -as  the  proposed  ‘ Co- 
operators’  Guild  ” would  be  an  attempt  to 
supersede  the  existing  separate  Men’s  and 
Women’s  Guilds,  the  Women's  Guild  is 
opposed  to  it,  because  we  believe  it  would  mean 
the  loss  to  the  movement  of  the-  most  effective 
means  of  enlisting  the  intelligent  activity 
of  its  women  members,  the  value  of  which 
has  been  amply  proved. 

National  Demands. 

But  there  arises  the  question  of  whether  a 
national  “Co-operators'”  or  ‘‘Members’” 
Guild  should  be  established  side  by  side  with 
the  existing  guilds.  This  raises  quite  a dif- 
ferent set  of  considerations,  the  chief  of  which 
is  whether  there  is  any  demand  for  such. an 
organisation  and  any  work  for  it  to  do  which 
cannot  be  done  by  existing  bodies.  We  are 
aware  that  in  some  few  localities  Mixed  Guilds 
have  sprung  up  and  prospered ; but  what 
evidence  is  there  of  a national  demand  com- 
parable to  that  for  Women’s  Guild  branches  ? 
The  total  number  of  Mixed  Guilds  docs  not 
exceed  forty,  if  we  take ‘the  highest  rtf  the 
various  estimates  which  we  have  received 
from  members  of  the  Central  Education  Cpm- 
mit-tee.  Whereas  the  year's  increase  in  our 
own  branches  is  over  one  hundred.  To  argue 
that  the  MixedrGuilds  cannot  develop  for  want 
of  a national  constitution  is  to  admit  the 
lack  of  virility  which  waits  till  a constitution 
is  provided  for  them  instead  of  building  it  up 
for  themselves.  Mixed  Guilds  have  not 
spread  because  there  is  no  real  demand  for 
them. 

It  is  on  these  lines  of  separate  organisations 
acting  jointly  on  matters  of  common  interest 
that  we  feel  the  rank  and  file,  both  men  and 
women,  can  make  the  best  contribution  to 
tlie  progress  of  the  movement.  We  have 
already  a joint  sub-committee  of  the  Men’s 
and  Women’s  Guilds,  and  r,he  Cooperative 
Party,  through  which  successful  joint  work 
is  being  carried  out  in  the  political  field  both 
centrally  and  locally  i and  there  is  no  reason 
why  such  joint  activities  should  not  be  extended 
provided  that  each  organisation  is  kept  intact. 

We  would,  therefore,  ask  our  comrades  of 
the  Men’s  Guild,  in  considering  the  resolu- 
tions at  their  annual  meeting,  to  look  not  only 
at  the  abstract  principle  ami  not  only  at  pas- 
sing difficulties  or  local  needs.  It  is  a ques- 
tion of  bow  best  we  can  contribute  to  the 
movement  as  a whole,  and  we  would  ask 
them  to  weigh  the  issues  involved  as  they 
affect  the  women  as  well  as  the  men.  and  in 
their  bearing  on  the  joint  work  which  has  been 
successfully  begun  between  us. 

[We  have  received  a number  of  commu- 
nications on  this  subject,  which  will  be 
given  as  space  permits. — Ed.,  “ C.  N.” 


C.W.S.  DEPOSIT  NOTES. 

NEW  SERIES  AT  \ PER  CENT.  LOWER 
INTEREST. 

. In  view  of  falling  rates,  the  banking 
department  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  Ltd.  has  made  an  alteration  in  the 
rates  of  interest  on  loans  and  deposits, 
which  have  been  reduced  by  one-half  of 
one  per  cent.  Notices  have  been  issued  to 
societies  announcing  the  alteration. 

The  first  series  of  deposit  notes  is  now 
dosed,  anil  particulars  of  a second  series 
are  being  sent  to  societies.  These  are  to 
the  effect  that  iti  future  deposit  notes  will 
be  issued  at  the  rate  of  4 per  cent,  if  with- 
drawn within*  one  year;  4$  per  cent,  if  left 
for  one  complete  year;  4J  per  cent,  if  left 
for  two  complete  years ; 5 per  cent,  for 
three  complete  years ; oi  per  cent,  for  four 
complete  years.  These  deposit  notes  are 
particularly  suitable  in  cases  where  perio- 
dical repayments  are  not  required,  the 
interest  being  payable  only  when  the  prin- 
cipal is  withdrawn. 

The  notes  also  form  a convenient  invest- 
ment 'for  persons  not  liable  to  income-tax, 
as  the  tax  is  not  deducted  at  the  source. 
The  interest  is  payable  in  full,  and  thus  the 
trouble  of  reclaiming  the  tax  is  obviated. 
The  interest  increases  each  year  until  it 
readies  5]  per  cent.,  at  which  rati}  LUX) 
become  £123^a6f,tlie  end  of  four  years. 
Although  the, ; jqpjes  are  issued  ftjy  Join- 
years,  they;  <;iAU,jhe  withdrawn  on  (gi'yi|ig 
three  montii*’  from  any  date' 

It  may  be  ;ql»o  stated  that  the  L\ W.8. 
lias  now  deeidcjd’to  issue  no  further  Develop- 
ment Bonds.  ,,  Any  further  applic-j tioija  for 
these,  therefqfg,  ,jvill  not  be  considered. 


[Continued  from  previous  column. 

(a)  and  (b)  Ctiepstow  Co-operative  Society.! 


I>r< 
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—(I)  This  matter  be  allowed  to 
Adjourned  fine  die;  and  (2)  That  >c  l»r 
otmetion  to  the  committee  amend  ll 
cod 1 1 re  ar.d  'or  rules,  so  Cli.it  after  a re- 
lias  been  moved  and  carried  at  dtvuini 
Keneral  meetings,  no  further  notice  of 
having  a similar  or  like  effect  as  the  r-> 
so  carried  shall  be  again  tabled  vrtlhiit 
months  alter  the  date  of  buoh  meeting  " 


Every  Co-operator  should  take 
part  in  the 

Diploma  Milk 

£425  “ Reasons” 

Prize  Competition 

which  involves  ordinary  skill  in  finding 
Reasons  for  prefeirjng  DIPLOMA 
MILK  to  all  other  Brands,  with  the 
'possibility  of  winning  a 

1st  ZPrize  of  £100  ; 2nd  Prize  of 
£50 ; 3rd  Prize  of  £25 ; or  one 
of  250  Prizes  of  £1  eacd. 

Consolation  Gift  tor  every 
Competitor 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  Pink  Pamphlet, 
describing  the  Competition,  or  send  p.c. 
for  one,  to  either  of  the  addresses  below. 

DIPLOMA  MILK  costs  only  lid.  per  ; 
tin, and  our  wholesale  terms  to  Co-opera-  j) 
tive  Societies  enables  a dividend  to  be  j( 
paid  on  every  sale  j 

Diploma 


WILTS.  UNITED  DAIRIES  LTD.,  |? 
Trowbridge.  England. 

London  Depot:  -48.  St.  Join  St..  SmitbfiridL  E-C-  l>  |}[ 

'Q 


UNIVERSITIES 
COMMISSION  REPORTS. 

casf:  for  the  - poor'’ 

STUDENT. 

R KCO M M F N 1 ) AT  1 ONS  THAT 

INTEREST  THE  WORKERS. 

[“  Co-OPKIIATIVE  News”  Special. 1 

Thk  Royal  Commission  on  Oxford  ami 
Cambridge  Universities  has  reported  at  last, 
and  the  recommendations  show  that  the 
members  have  no  inclination  to  starve  uni- 
versity education  or  to  expose  it  to  the  axo 
or  pretending  economists. 

When  the  Minister  of  Education  proposes 
t.i  save  money  by  interfering  with  the 
schools  for  defective  children,  by  restrict- 
ing free  secondary  education,  and  by  en- 
hirging  the  classes  in  the  elementary 
schools,  the  Royal  Commission — appointed 
in  1919— has  recommended  in  1922  that  in- 
stead of  the.existing  grants  of  L‘:m,000,  the 
two  cld  universities  should  receive  an  annual 
grant  of  £100,000  each,  in  addition  to 
1-10,000  a yea*-  for  special  purnoses.  such 
as  women’s  education  and  extra-mural 
work,  a lump  sum  for  pension  arrears,  iu 
drder  to  enable  theta  to  fulfil  their  functions 
4.9  the  nation.  l,c  is.jgtemled  that  the  grant 
proposed  shoultj  be  applied  to  better  salaries 
and  pensions  for  staffs,' increased  staffs,  the 
endowment  of  research,  mere  research 
i scholarships  for  mmleirgmduntes,  more  en- 
trance scholarship*  iq  mpjlen  the  door  for 
the  poor  student  maintenance  of  lnbora- 
Jtories,  libraries,  and  'museums,  helping  tho 
'^women's  college fatal1  iibn-rollegiate  laxlies, 
jfmd  the  extension axti.exini-iminil  work. 

To  these  object f .(^operators  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  giving  their  approval;  and  it  has  to 
lie  remembered  that  the  more  “public” 
hioney  the  uuiversitihm 'deceive,  the  less  ex- 
, .elusive  are  they  bovnifl  lo  become,  and  the 
less  will  the  upjyQpAties  cater  for  tho 
wealthy. 

A Singular'  Passage. 

Ibis  is  brought ' dtit'  if/  a singular  passage 
in  the  report  cl  tire  'Commission,  which  re- 
fers particularly  to  the  danger  that  if  tho 
grants  proposed  be  not  given.  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  might  become  inaccessible  to  tho 
poorer  students.  " ll  help  is  not  forthcom- 
ing lrotn  outside.”  the  Commissioners 
State,  ” tlie  universities  will  lie  forced  tu 
raise  their  fees  to  an  excessive  degree  that 
must  exclude  many  students  not  only  of  tho  - 
artisan  class,  hut  of  the  professional  class. 
There  is  a danger  that  the  universities  may, 
against  their  will,  be  forced  back  by  their 
poverty  an  to  the  too  exclusive  patronago 
oi  the  wealthy  student,  irrespective  of  hia 
ability  or  industry,  in  a way  that  must 
lower  the  standard  now  attained.  Thu 
‘ idle  rich  ’ student  might  revive.  It  is, 
further',  quite  certain plmt  without  financial 
aid  the  extra-mural  work  must  languish  for 
want  of  funds." 

These  are  dangers  that  the  growing 
democracy  must  wish  to  see  averted.' 

There  is  a fear  that  already  the  preserves 
of  the  “poor  student  ”-  have  been  tres- 
passed upon.  The  colleges  that  have  arisen 
around  Oxford  and  Cambridge  arose  partly 
.from  a desire  ou  the  part  of  benevolent 
people  to  provide  food  and  maintenance  for 
scholars  to  lie  placed  on  the  foundation, 
and  who  thus  received  protection,  control, 
and  financial  assistance.  The  scholars  of  tho 
eat'ly  tiiues^-jipnct  from  the  .students  who 
came  from  the  monasteries  for. ecclesiastical 
, studies — came  chiefly  from  the  families  of 
small  yeoiuen  or  retainers,  and  “general 
philanthropy  towards  poor  students  as  such 
was  u prominent  motive  . . . iii  the  minds 
of  founders  and  early  lienefactors  to  tho 
colleges.” 

Coat  of  Living. 

. The  Commissioners  recognise  the  u?cd  for 
maintaining  the  intellectual  standard  of  tho 
universities.  They  point  out  that  it  is  only 
by  the  devotion  rtf  money  to  the  maifitc li- 
ft nee  of. poorer  students  that  their  numbers 
can  he  largely  increased.  To  assist,  they 
make,  recommendations  for;,  keeping  down 
the  cost’ of  living  at1, both'  universities ; J)iit 
tliOv  add  tliiit  while  wealth,  poverty,  and 
athletic  distinction  are  all  equally  welcome, 
some  of  these  qualifications  must  I • allowed 
to  take  the  place  of  intellectual  fitness. 
However,  they  makeitquite  clear  llut  apart 
from  the  existing  system  of  Bckobmhips  - 
which  is  too  limited  tho  cost  of  university 
education  debars  a great  many  fully  quali- 
fied beys  and  girls,  and  so  long  as  this  con- 
dition remains  the  undergraduate  popula- 
tions of  the  universities  will  not  fce  fully 
representative  of  the  national  ta'cnt. 

That  is  almost  as  strongly  as  a Commis- 
sion so  composed  -rould  be  expected  to 
express  itself. 

The  extra-mural  work  represented  by 
the  university  extension  movement,  tutorial 
classes,  the  W.K.A..  and  the  summer 
schools  at  both  universities — fa.  work  which, 
if  developed,  is  bound  to  be  of  enormous 
benefit  to  tlie  working  clas-es.  To  that 
aspect  of  tbe  activities  of  the  universities 
reference  will  be  made  auhsequently ; but  at 
the  moment  it  may  be  agreed  that  any  im- 
provement io  the  financial  position  of  tho 
universities  which  will  extend  such  work 
should  he  welcomed  by  the  working  classes. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  announco 
that  Mr  W.  J.  y ainpliell  (member  of  the 
Belfast  Society's  committee)  was  shot 
through  the  head  by  a sniper  on  March 
21th.  He  died  almost  immediately. 
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BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


WATFORD’S  FORWARD  MOVE. 


FAKENHAM  GROWS. 


HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 
NOWADAYS. 


Bridpart.— This  society,  which  was  regis- 
tered in  August.  1915).  is  still  reporting  pro- 
gress. At  the  .annual  meeting,  held  in  the 
Town  Hall  on  Thursday,  lest  week,  the  sales 
for  tlie  half-year  were  reported  to  be  £7.764, 
nn  increase  of  £246.  The  membership  1ms 
increased  from  798  to  866.  A dividend  ol 
Is.  2d.  in  the  pound  was’ declared.  Much 
oi  the  success  of  the  society  is  attributed 
to  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  B.  Edwards,  who 
did  not  seek  re-election.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  business  an  address  was  given  by 
Alderman  T.  M.  .M'Giff,  a memlier  of  the 
sectional  board,  who  congratulated  the  so- 
ciety on  its  splendid  position  and  on  being 
able  to  declare  a satisfactory  dividend.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  movement  stood  for 
something  in  addition  to  dividend,  viz.,  the 
alteration  of  the  method  of  trade,  with  a 
view  to  production  for  use  and  not  for  pro- 
fit. Alderman  M'Giff  was  well  received,  and 
the  meeting  was  most  encouraging. 

Rainham. — It  was  reported  at  the  mem- 
bers’ meeting  that  the  sales  lor  the  half- 
year  amounted  to  £T8,603,  showing  a de- 
crease of  £7.336  against  the  corresponding 
period,  which  comprised  twenty-seven 
weeks.  A large  percentage  of  the  decrease 
was  accounted  for  by  the  fall  in  the  value 
'of  commodities'  and  the  lower  earning 
capacity  of  members.  Tlie  share  capital 
and  penny  bank  accounts  stood  at  £18,315 
and  £1,103  respectively.  In  spite  of  tile 
depression  in  trade  and  unemployment 
these'  accounts  were  on  the  upward  grade. 
The  disposable  balance-  enabled  the  pay- 
ment of  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound  on  members’ 
purchases.  The  membership  of  the  society 
is  nearly  900,  anil  an  effort  is  being  made 
to  increase  this  figure  to  1,000.  -The 
meeting  decided  to  hold  the  usual  children’s 
fete  in  the  summer,  and  to  grant  £4  4s. 
to  the  Southern  Convalescent  Fund  and 
£2  2s.  to  the  Royal  Institution  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Aldershot. — The  president  (Mr.  R.  H. 
Hardingham)  occupied  the  chair  at  a very 
successful  meeting  of  the  society  on  Mon- 
day,-March  20th,  ■ in  tlie  Aldershot  Insti- 
tute. There  was  a record  attendance  of 
members.  The  report  showed  that  the 
sales  of  the  society  were  now  £70,000  per 
annum,  and  the  number  of  members  was 
3.436.  with  a share  capital  of  £19.000.  The 
committee  stated  that  they  were  following 
the  policy  of  immediately  reducing  prices  in 
every  case  where  a fall  in  the  market 
occurred,  and  that  they  had  again  depre- 
ciated stocks  to  a very  large  extent  to 
ensure  that  those  carried  should  be  reduced 
to  present-day  market  values.  The  balance 
sheet  provided  for  .the  payment  in  full  of 
all  interest  on  shares  and  loans  and  small 
savings  bank  capital,  and  for  the  usual 
donations  to  Guildiord  Hospital.  Aldershot 
Hospital,  Fleet  Hospital.  Friniley  Cottage 
Hospital,  Farnborotigh  Cottage  Hospital, 
Aldershot  Nursing  Association,  Women’s 
Co-operative  Guild,  and  Southern  Con- 
valescent Fund,  A special  meeting  followed 
for  the  adoption  of  a new  special  rule 
respecting  nominations  for  vacancies  on 
the  board  of  management. 

New  Swindon. — About  300  members 
were  present  at  tlie  quarterly  meeting 
which  was  held  in  the  Mechanics’  Insti- 
tute on  Tuesdav,  Maxell  21st,  and  was  pre- 
sided over-  by  Air.  G.  H.  Marsliman,  J.P. 
Arising  out  of  tlie  minutes,  it  was  stated 
that  £100  had  been  invested  in  the 
National  Publishing  Society,  but  that  the 
committee  could  not  agree  to  invest  £50 
in  the  “ Daily  Herald.”  The  President,  in 
reviewing  the  quarter’s  work,  staled  that 
the  trade  hail  increased  in  the  bulk  of 
goods  sold,  although  the  money  taken  had 
been  less  by  £14,240.  the  total  sales  for  the 
quarter  being  £69.411.  New  ventures, 
such  as  the  tobacco  -kiosk  and  butchery  de- 
partment, had  justilied  their  existence,  ns 
had  also  the  travelling  butcher’s  shop.  A 
slaughter-house  had  been  purchased  at  a 
cost  of  £900,  and  new  branch  premises 
were  being  built  at  Purton  and  Rudbourne 
Cheney,  the  former  of  which  would  be 
opened  on  April  1st.  Mrs.  E.  Carter 
(president  of  the  educational  committee) 
gave  an  interesting  resume  of  the  work  of 
the  junior  choir  and  junior  guilds  as  well 
as  of  the  Men’s  and  Women’s  Guilds,  and 
stated  that  the  circulation  of  tlie  " Wheat- 
sheaf  ” hod  been  increased  from  4.000  to 
5.000  monthly.  She  appealed  for  members’ 
vote  for  the  co-operators  who  were  candi- 
dates at  the  District  Council  elections  on 
April  1st.  Mrs.  Sentts  (emplovee)  and 
Aire.  Fox  (Women’s  Guild)  were  elected  to 
attend  the  Brighton  Congress  in  addition 
to  a member  of  the  management  commit- 
tee. On  the  committee’s  proposition  to 
subscribe  £25  to  the  Bristol  University  a 
good  discussion  took  place,  and  the  recom- 
mendation was  carried  by  72  votes  to  30. 
The  retiring  members  of  all  committees 
were  re-elected. 


As  it  was  not  possible  to  get  the  Pelaw 
boot  and  metal  polishing  competitions 
decided  at  the  Rninham  Society’s  last 
children’s  fete  the  event  took  place  oil 
March  25th.  when  nineteen  boys  and  seven- 
teen girls  took  part.  The  judges  were  three 
ladies  of  the  Women’s  Guild  (Mesdnmes 
Wyles,  Hughes,  and  Manser),  assisted  by 
Messrs.  H.  W.  Black  and  T.  H.  Coppiii 
' (committeemen),  Mr.  H.  Budds  (secretary), 
and  Mr.  G.  A.  Scotchman  (manager).  They 
awarded  the  prizes  to  the  following:  — 
Girls:  1.  Ivy  Hansley  ; 2,  Rose  Murphy;  3, 
Pearl  Moore.  Boys:  1.  Albert  Dennies : 2, 
Ray  Holman ; 3,  'Henry  Epps. 


INAUGURATION  OF  NEW  DEPARTMENTAL  STORE. 


BY  OCR  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT. 


Thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  the  Watford 
Society,  the  members  are  now  in  possession 
of  a first-class  departmental  store,  which  is 
a decided  ornament  tq  the  town  and  a credit 
to  the  society.  The  new  store  is  bituated 
in  Queen’s-road,  one  of  the  principal  shop- 
ping loutres,  and  occupies  a site  with  a 
frontage  of  50  feet  and  with  a depth  of  190 
feet.  It  consists  at  present  of  ground  floor 
and  basement,  and  is  capable  of  carrying  an 
additional  storey  when  the  trade  increases 
demand  ah.  extension.  The  structural  pait 
of  the  building  is  of  reinforced  concrete. 
A bright  and  pleasing  effect  is  given  to  the 
fuqade  by  the  egg-shell  glazed  terra-cotta. 
Bronze  metal  has  l>een  used  for  the  double 
shop  front.  An  island  show-case  has  been 
placed  in  front  of  a deep  recess  at  the 
entrance. 

Internal  Arrangements. 

In  the  store  there  is  a floor  space  of  62ft. 
6m.  by  48ft.  The  conveniently  arranged 
departments  are  divided  by  movable  fix- 
tures. so  that  an  enlargement  of  any  of 
the  sections  can  be  speedily  made.  The 


tlie  people  “ from  the  cradle  to  the  grave.” 
He  quoted  statistics  to  indicate  the  gigantic 
character  of  the  C.W.S.  trade,  and  showed 
that  by  a sound  system  of  building  up  re- 
serves the  C.AV.S.  was  able  to  meet  the 
recent  losses  without  in  any  way  endanger- 
ing its  stability  or  affecting  the  capital  ol 
the  shareholding  societies.  About  twenty- 
six  years  ago.  he  proceeded,  a small  number 
of  people  decided  to  start  a society  in  Wat- 
ford. The  movement  had  grown  until  there 
were  now  8,700  members.  The  capital 
amounted  to  £89,000.  There  were  170  em- 
ployees in  the  society,  and  he  ventured  to 
say  that  they  would  not  find  a more  con- 
tented and  happy  band  of  workers.  The 
society  fifteen  months  ago  adopted  the  col- 
lective assurance  system;  112  claims  had 
been  paid,  representing  a total  of  £794.  In 
conclusion,  he  thanked  Mr.  Ekins  for  his 
handsome  gift. 

After  the  doors  were  opened,  a large  num- 
ber of  visitors  admired  the  excellently 
arranged  departments,  and  there  was  una- 
nimity in  the  appreciative  comments  made 
on  the  committee’s  enterprise  and  the  effi- 


VTews  in  the  Ghocbry  and  Gents.’  Outfitting  Depaiitments. 


departments  represented  are  grocery  and 
provisions,  men’s  outfitting,  boots  and 
shoes,  and  furniture.  Spacious  warehouse 
accommodation  is  provided  at  the  rear  of 
the  building  and  in  the  basement.  The 
building  is  heated  by  a low-pressure  hot- 
water  system  with  radiators  separately  con- 
trolled. and  is  illuminated  by  semi-indirect 
electric  lighting. 

The  handsome  fittings  are  entirely  in 
oak,  and  are  very  creditable  to  the  building 
department  of  the  C.W.S.  The  building 
and  fixtures  have  been  completed  to  the  de- 
sign and  under  the  supervision  of  the 
C.W.S.  architects’  department,  and  the 
successful  carrying  out  of  the  work  has 
given  great  satisfaction  to  the  society. 

The  formal  opening  on  Saturday  attracted 
a large  attendance  of  members  and  visitors, 
including  delegates  from  neighbouring 
societies.  The  management  committee  re- 
ceived many  congratulations  at  having 
secured  a departmental  store  which  will  add 
to  the  society’s  successful  operations  in  this 
district. 

A Credit  to  the  Society. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Strahau  (president),  in  opening 
tlie  proceedings.  ,said  they  would  all  agree 
with  him  that  the  society  had  a building 
which  was  a credit  to  them  and  to  the  town 
of  Watford.  As  co-operators,  they  had  been 
far  too  long  in  the  habit  of  putting  their 
businesses  in  a back  street.  The  movement 
stool  for  tlie  uplifting  of  tlie  working 
classes,  and  had  every  reason  to  lie  proud 
of  its  achievements.  Let  them  come  out  in 
the  open  and  challenge  their  critics  and  com- 
petitors. for  their  methods  of  business  were 
clean.  The  society  had  now  come  into  one 
of  the  busiest  thoroughfares  in  Watford  as 
regards  trade,  and  there  it  intended  to  re- 
main. No  business  could  be  carried  on  in 
the  co-operative  movement  unless  it  was 
assured  the  loyal  co-operation  of  its  mem- 
bers. There  was  another  side  of  the  move- 
ment besides  its  material  part;  they  stood 
foi  ideals  which  had  for  their  object  the  im- 
provement of  the  social  conditions  anil  tlie 
training  of  the  future  generation  in  co- 
operative principles.  The  co-operative 
movement  was  a noble  one  and  worthy  the 
support  of  everybody.  The  new  store  was 
to  be  opened  bv  Councillor  Cantlin,  the 
chairman  of  the  building  committee,  who 
had  taken  a great  interest  in  overlooking 
the  building  Mr.  Ekins.  the  C.W.S.  or.hi- 
tect.  had  given  the  society  a most  up-to- 
date  building  and  one  of  which, we  could 
all  feel  proud.  (Applause.) 

A Popular  Presentation. 

Mr.  L.  G.  Ekins  then  presented  Councillor 
Catlin  with,  a gold-cased  watch  with  the 
following  inscription: — *•  Presented  to 
Councillor  Catlin.  chairman  of  the  building 
committee,  and  director  of  the  Watford  -Cot 
operative  Society,  by  the  architects’  depart- 
ment. C.W.S.,  on  the  opening  of  new  pre- 
mises, 67,  Queen’s-road.  Watford,  March 
25th,  1922.” 

Councillor  Catlin  delivered  an  address  in 
support  of  co-operative  principles.  He 
showed  how  the  movement  had  developed, 
during  the  last  seventy  years.  This  exten- 
sion, he  stated,  was  going  on  until  the  move- 
ment would  be  able  to  supply  every  need  of 


cieut  manner  in  which  the  whole  scheme 
had  been  carried  out. 

Delegates’  Tea. 

Later  the  delegates  were  entertained  at 
tea  at  the  Co-operative  Hall  in  St.  Albans- 
road.  A vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  1<\  Haywood  (North-West  London),  in 
recognition  of  the  society’s  generous  hos- 
pitality and  the  ladies  who  had  assisted. 
He  congratulated  tlie  society  on  opening 
the  new  departmental  store,  which  was  a 
credit  not  only  to  the  committee,  but  to  the 
co-operative  movement  generally.  He 
hoped  that  it  would  not  be  long  before  the 
new  store  was  extended.  From  his  experi- 
ence of  Watford,  he  was  aware  that  the 
society  knew  how  to  entertain  their  friends 
in  a right  royal  manner.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Ingham  (Bedford),  in  seconding,  said 
if  the  society  catered  for  its  members  as 
they  had  done  for  the  delegates,  there  was 
no  doubt  why  they  were  successful.  He 
wished  the  new  store  every  success. 

The  vote  was  carried  with  acclamation, 
and  Mr.  Strahan  made  an  appropriate  reply. 

In  the  evening  a celebration  concert-meet- 
ing was  held  in  St.  John’s  Hall.  Air. 
Strahaii  presided.  A high-class  programme 
was  carried  out  by  the  Watford  Co-opera- 
tive Choral  Society,  under  the  conductorship 
of  Air.  J.  W.  Sodeii.  A propaganda  address 
was  delivered  by  Air.  A.  Barnes  (president 
of  the  London  Society).  The  new  branch 
was  successfully  inaugurated  with  every  in- 
dication of  a prosperous  career. 


PRESS  PROPAGANDA. 


At  a meeting  of  members  interested  in 
the  educational  side  of  the  movement  at 
the  Wlieatslieaf  Hall.  Tunbridge  Molls,  on 
Monday  evening.  Air.  Adsett.  on  behalf 
of  tlie  Southern  Sectional  Advisory  Com- 
mittee. delivered  an  address  dealing  with 
the  work  of  the  National  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society.  Suggestions  were  sub- 
mitted lor  increasing  the  circulation  of  the 
society's  publications.  A helpful  dimus- 
sion  followed  in  which  tlie  president  of  tlie 
society,  who  occupied  the  chair.  Air. 
Richards  (secretary).  Aliss  L.  Richards 
(educational  secretary),  and  others  took 
part,  and  various  proposals  were  made 
which  will  receive  the  attention  of  the 
Advisory  Committee.  One  suggestion 
made  for  further  popularising  the  “ News  ” 
was  that  additional  local  matter  should  be 
inserted.  It  was  explained  by  the  lecturer 
that  this  proposal  will  be  carried  out  when 
the  scheme  for  publishing  sectionalised 
editions  is  in  working  order.  Satisfaction 
was  expressed  that  the  circulation  figures 
for  the  Sussex  district,  in  which  Tunbridge 
Wells  is  included,  showed  nn  increase  in 
the  sales  of  each  of  the  society’s 
publications. 


- At  a meeting  held  at  Luton  last  week, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  education  com- 
mittee. Air.  W.  H.  Barton  spoke  on  the 
work  of  Parliament,  and  was  heartily 
thanked  for  his  interesting  and  instructive 
address,  <■?' 


NEW  DEPARTMENTAL  STORES. 


Great  interest  was  taken  in  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Fakenhnm  Society's  new  pre- 
mises on  the  main  Norwich  road  on  Wednes- 
day. Inst  week. 

Grocery,  provision,  drapery,  and  boot  de- 
partments are  provided,  and  there  is  a largo 
basement.  At  the  rear  there  is  a largo 
general  warehouse  and  flour  store,  and  up- 
stnirs  a committee  room  and  assistants’ 
rooms  for  both  sexes.  The  whole  building  is 
electrically  lighted  by  current  generated  on 
the  premises,  the  lights  in  the  shop  being  of 
the  latest  indirect  type. 

Air.  H.  Yates  (president  of  the  Fakenlmm 
Society)  occupied  the  chair  at-  the  opening 
ceremony,  and  stated  that  the  society  was 
formed  twenty-two  years  ago. 

Air.  George  Edwards,  Al.P..  congratu- 
lated the  members  of  the  society  on  the  way 
they  had  worked  to  build  such  a tine  simp. 
Go-operation,  he  said,  stood  lor  universal 
brotherhood  and  goodwill.  The  co-operative 
movement  would  settle  all  their  social  prob- 
lems, and  he  hoped  by  having  that  new 
building  they  would  greatly  extend  their 
business. 

Mrs.  Gasson  (sectional  board).  Mr.  T. 
King  (president  of  tlie  Great  Yarmouth  So- 
cietv).  Air.  Hudson  (secretary  and  manager 
of  the  King’s  Lynn  Society),  and  Mr.  Bailey 
(Lowestoft  Society)  also  made  congratulatory 
speeches,  the  latter  stating  that  the  Faken- 
hnm  Society  ranked  as  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  eastern  counties. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Johnson  .(secretary  and  man- 
ager of  the  Fakeiiham  Society)  gave  some 
interesting  statistics.  Twenty-two  years 
ago.  he  said,  the  society  started  with  a 
membership  of  111.  and  the  present  mem- 
bership was  831.  The  society  couiinenml 
with  a capital  of  £91  : £3.531  lias  since  boon 
subscribed,  the  total  capital  now  being 
£3,622.  The  total  cash  sales  for  the  past 
three  years  were  £19.761  in  1919,  £36,337 
in  1920.  and  £30,242  in  1921  : and  the  total 
since  the  commencement  of  the  business 
£191,821. 

Air.  Scott  (architect)  presented  Mr.  H. 
Yates  (president)  with  a silver  key.  After 
the  opening  ceremony,  the  delegates,  com- 
mittee. and  members  (about  600  in  all)  nut 
down  to  tea  at  the  Electric  Pavilion.  A 
public  meeting  and  concert  followed. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


Co-operators  are  never  lacking  in  chari- 
table acts.  For  about  twenty  years  at  each 
buyers’  dinner  at  Leman-strcet  a box  in 
passed  round  the  tables  tfor  a fund  for  pro- 
viding poor  children  with  dinners.  Tim 
fund  is  administered  through  the  school 
authorities,  so  there  is  no  leakage  in  llio 
way  of  officials’  salaries.  Everyone  cheer- 
fully gives  and  resents  being  overlooked. 
About  £40  a year  is  collected  in  this  way. 

Mr.  J.  Blake  (secretary  to  the  Tooting 
Men’s  Guild)  and  Mrs.  Phillips  (vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Tooting  Women’s  Guild)  have 
been  nominated  for  seats  on  the  Wands- 
worth Board  of  Guardians. 

Afr.  George  Latham,  prospective  Labour 
candidate  for  Enfield,  delivered  a very  in- 
teresting address  on  " The  Cnee  for  Co- 
operation. ” on  Saturday,  in  the  George 
Spicer  School,  Soiithbury-road.  Enfield. 
'Mr.  J.  AV.  Gotts  presided  over  a large  and 
enthusiastic  audience.  Mr.  Latlinm  proved 
in  a thoroughly  convincing  way  that  co- 
operation was  sound  both  Iron)  the  theo- 
retical and  practical  sides,  and  that  tlie 
working-class  were  standing  in  their  own 
light  if  they  did  not  effectively  back  up  il 
movement  which  made  better  conditions  of 
life  possible. 

On  Saturday  evening  last,  Air.  D Manna 
(educational  secretary  of  the  Enfield  High- 
way Society)  delivered  the  fiir-t  of  o scries 
of  six  lectures  on  “ Co-operation  to  the 
members  of  the  Enfield  Junior  Co-operative 
Guild  in  tin*  AYaldron  Hall,  Enfield.  L'lore 
was  a good  attendance.  Mr.  Mason  dealt 
with  the  history  of  the  movement,  more 
especially  dealing  with  the  work  of  tin; 
Rochdale  Pioneers  and  tlie  Christian 
Socialist. 


Owing  to  the  great  success  of  the  exhibi- 
m of  “ Living  Statutory,  recently  give” 
the  Central  branch  of  the  Junior  Guild 
tlie  Enfield  Highway  Society,  a repeal 
rformance  w ill  be  given  in  the  ( o-opera- 
t.  Hall.  Enfield  Highway,  on  Monday, 


THE  TRUST  EVIL. 


is.  Gasson  (Southern  Sectional  Board) 
ered  a forceful  address  on  "Treut* 
le  members  of  the  Maidenhead  oociety 
itlv.  The  meeting  was  arranged 
society’s  educational  committee,  "IU 
?d  very  successful.  Mrs.  Ga«son  con- 
?d  that  the  leading  idea  of  the  t r us 
the  amount  of  profit  they  could  ms  • 
,nitv  did  nut  tome  into  it  at  - 
ts  for  tlie  few  nan  tie  motto  ;;l  » 

s.  who  wero  sible  to  ” corner 
of  the  earth,  and  had  the  mean*  tor 
ig  prices,  and  so  of  LjJj  for 

for  the  workers.  The  best  mnr 
ing  the  trusts  was  the  o man* 

ment.  She  regretted  there  H00j,| 

rds  among  co-operators.  »i 
it  other  shops  because  of  » bit!*  n&r 
; if  they  would  be  loyal  to 
could  beat  the  trusts*  ' *•  * ■* 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


i iism.n  X.— Auairr.v  \.\iV  S'A  r'f'A'.''-' 

A i ii id i. i.  injj  through  ilifc  (1Vimi.jq,.a 
'Naomi's  mime  whs  filled. 

1 13  ;;  rouinjon  gaspv'.fally\ved  b.v  of)  tyten* 
ns  "the  girl  tc  ok  ln-r  place  on,  Lpo  wit- 
' Mr-s  stand..  f»*aij  .and  strange  little. figure 
she  lonkedin  her  close-fitting  black  .d-re^s, 
w |i idi  was  live  from  any  trace  of  adornment. 

If. a Hear,  olive-lined  skin  v. as  pnhjr  thrin 
•it's  wont  ; bill  there  wais  a defiant  .sparkle  111 
ju  r black  eyes.  "and;  tk;  expivssijn  of  her 
tightly-closed  lips  yv;js  one  of  intepsg  «!cier- 
r,ininafidii  ‘ -Without'  a glance  at  tin* /crowded 
f nirt.  she  kkv+ed  the  ..hock,  and  faced  the 
coroner  with  head  erect,  and  a l>ose  of  imuri- 
fest  resolution. 

Sir  James  surveyed  her  solemnly  lor  a lew 
seconds,  and'  tlien.  having  thrown  hiuyself 
hack  in  his  c-hai.r,  Miid,  slowly  and 
deliberately: — 

• Ali*<  Naomi  beferier,  it  is  mv  duty  to 
toll  you,  tlmt  •yon  can,  if  you  chcrse.  1 of  rain 
from  answering  any  question  that  I,  01  any 
other  ponson,.  nny  put  to  you.  It  is  entirely 
at  your  own  discretion  whether  you  give 
evntou.ee. or  not.’-' 

Do  you  mean,  sir,"  .said  Naomi,  in  n low, 
hid  perfectly  clear  and  steady  voice,  ' that 
a suspected  person  may  claim  the  right  of 
refusing  to  speak  ?" 

‘ ' That  is  the  legal  position,  .Miss 
J.rl  crier." 

' Then,  Sir  James,  I decline  to'  give 

evidence," 

This  was  distinctly  sensational,  ami  a 
In  oath  less  silence  ^prevailed  in  court,  w'nilo 
Sir  James  wrote  something  rapidly  upoh  the 
sheet  of  p?ELer  before  him-. 

I liaye  vour  answer,  Aliss  Lefovier."  he 
said  at  last.  " You  are  acting  strictly 
within  your  legal  rights,  and  l suppose  I 
may  take  it  that  you  are  fully  aware  of  your 
1 csjMJiusibility  in  s.o  doing.  Youonay  stand 
down.  Air.  Horace  Despa  id!" 

There  was  another  thrill  as  Horace  walked 
briskly  towards  the  witness  stand,  mounted 

the  steps, .and  calmly  faced  -life coroner. 

That  gentleman  administered  the '.same 
< union  as  lie  had  clone  in  the  case  ol  Naomi, 
though  lie  was  a trifle  more  flurried  .this 
time.  --  ■ 

1 “ Air.  Despard,  I—er— am  in  duty  liound 
I"  cl-  t.dl  "Voir,  as  I—er-  told”  Miss 
I'  t.  rict ; that  you— er—  need  riot— W — give 
cv iJciHV  in  this  cuke,  unless  yp  i like.  ' ‘ 

Vmi  \rslnnc  to  tWidorsYhncf.  Sit  Janie's/ ’ 
'-Mil  H brace  readily,  "that  Ute  law  of  JOng- 
l uid  does  not  require?  n susj>eetod  person  to 
■ s.iv  anything  self-incriminating?" 

The  W-oibner  bowed  bis  assent,  ai  d again 
there  was  a deathlike  stillness  in  < jurt. 

- With  scarcely  a moment’s  hesitation  Horace 
repeated  Naomi's  words:— 

' Then,  sir,  I ■decliite  ttf  give  evidence," 

‘‘  Very  well.,  you  may  stand  -down,"  was 
the  somewhat  sharp -reply-  of  tfie  coroner. 

'I  ben,  ncUtije.srii'Vg  the~court,  iie  added: — 

" Tliereiswillube  no  - more  evidence  ‘•ail-id 
• to-day.:  >.;T}lie«.l58ise  axiw  stands  adjourned 
■ pending,  (further  investigation.  The  court 
will'  re-fosseah'bleA.in  this  place  a fortnight 
frogi.iib-dajo.j./JUds.a'tty  fortnight,'  gentlemen 
' of  tho.  juryJat.M  a.mu"  • 

-dfadrhurri&d  into  -the  w itness  room 
an  r Naomi;  alivHmd  found  her  in  a corner 
In  li^tself;  widtihg  for  the  crowd  outside  to 
ch-ar  a wov  before  rile,  left  the  building. 

fill.  iiiV  L’Ani*.  ' iltv " dear.'1  tried  llie 
tm-rrefln  girl.^os -s  >c  rl  rts  she  reached  her. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  all  t T' i r " 

. , I he  ;s(ori’iievSs.  mi  .Naomi’s  la?  did  not 
Vi  la  vii^i.  tjie  jna.st,  , n>  she  (irmly  removed  her 
v-  iisin  c;uvt>sjllg  hand,  and  replied  in  a low, 
dciei  iiiiinj^'lujt,  uionotCviious  voice  : — 

ll,  ineaiu,  .that  1 have  done  well,  They 
h'i'.v  t ||ink ayhat  jlhe v like,  but  thev  cm  prove 
m tb.MigT'  > ' . . . . 

shi>_  mccoiapa-vticHl  this  with  a lit  iie 
V'1  1 1 Hit;  sound-  that  might  have  been  meant 
bn-  a laugh;  hod.  not,  the-  Inoutii  remained 
•'Ii  i ii.  and  the  eyes  grave;  Stella’s  nullified 
In.  a grew  still  more  distressed-  as  she 

Naomi,  Naomi,  you  shall  not  jnnke  me 
dmihi  yon,  however  much  von  may  try 'to  do 
And  Horace,  too.  what  clo.es  he  mean 

by .*» 

Yes,  yes,"  interrupted  the  other -in  : 
f'-rritied  whisper.  ' 'That  is  what  alarm 
,no  I did  not  know.  I did  not  iliink  that  lie 
''""N.  Ob  dear,  eh  deal  ! What  >liall  I 
11  ' I am  afraid!  I am  afraid! 

Stella  know  not  uliat  Vo  think  Sli 
'-'"'ring  bewildered.  Her  theoric-.  were  being 
1 s'ed  about  any  how.  Naomi’s  in.i/yi*’ 
'‘'JDlc  .i, -I  gyiU,  tile  toffur  of  1 ximsur.-^.iijd, 
tin-  awful  .oiiv’quemes.  "But  agninsLitlio^ 
'■•-iv  idci  Stella  -fought  with  all  her  might. . 
B "*ulil  not  be!  It  cc-uld  int  be!  The.inl, 
''•is  lien  ieally  trying  tn  screen  her  Iofey. 

. Hint,  and  that  only,  w’as  the  key  .to'.Jicr 
cxti.iiirdinary  behaviour.  Naomi  went  ou 

•hurriedly 

" 1 want  to  be  quite  alone.  Don’t  attempt 
■’  venue  with  me.  Stella.  I know  my  way 
® eh  tn  the  castle,  every  inch  of  it." 

And  with  something  like  a glume 
r‘  defiance,  she  almost  run  from  the 
p.no,|i-  Without  heeding  tlie  inpinction, 
« .1  at  >Iarte<l  to  go  after  her.  but  was 
"M  bark  l.y  il.e  fail. 


“ P-loase  let  lieittbaye  her  own  .w  i*x.,  ,^kc 
a. terribly  wd/fil  child.  But  she  w,iB  iMpie 
to  no  harm,  bclkive  me.  Now  lot. .pie  ,i<ijke 
you  to'‘the  hrouglfiun.''  ,,  ,u  \ 

But  now-  tliere-arose  iu  Stella  - Wqat-t  a 
utrongHl-isincdigulbion  to  accept  his  lonbdiip'js 
invitation.  SIjvi  had-  felt  no  kind-  "fi  anti- 
pathy towui'dx’iiliiiii  until  now.  - She chad 
indeed  admired  'hjin  as  a strong,  ch* <»i>  nom. 
Now,  howevei  (.  there  was  a subt  le  soJnetU-ing 
in  bis  tones  that  ciuised  Iter  -to  feel  lunwi-v. 
AVhy.-  she  hardly  .knew.  But  it  impeUetblier 
to  say  : — ■ • 

'•  Really,  I can't  go  with  you.  'Plebse 
don't  tlibilc  mdh'iVde.  But  l must  go 'Utter 
that  wilful  cousin  of  rnine. ” 

Then,  with  a charming  smile,  lmt  with- 
out allowing  him  time  for  remonstrance,  she 
tripped  off. 

But  when  she  got  outside  ilie  building, 
Naomi  was  nowhere  hi  sight,  t’nnsecjuently 
tliere  was  nothing  for  Stella  to  do-Jint  to 
direct  her  step?  towards'  Ivv  Towers,  which. 
Ktahding  upon  a" hill,  was  plainly  visible  two 
or  thre'e  miles- aw:ay. 

Being  anxious-’  to  get  away  from  the 
vicinity  . ok;  the  ‘-leiterer-s,  sflie  'cros^l;.  iin- 
adjacent  field  into  a quiet,  leafy  la  ini;  ' -1 
J-.er  heart  beat  somewhat  wlicu  s; 
few-' yards  in  -front  of  her,  a form  thi^'she 
eiabMh 


-Bu  t 


instantly  ri5eognised,  in  spite  of  the  l act  i ha  t 
thy  face  w>is. turned  away  from  her, 

For  the  nmnveut  she:  thought  of  ivtriiyjiig 
her.  steps  across  the  field ; but  befeir^'  she 
could  act  upon  the  lialf-JoniieirregofutHin 
the’  man  'in  front' heard  her  footfall^1  and 
turned  and  faced  her.  It  was  Aubrey 
Attercliffe ! -.  - ' 

For  the  life  of  her  Stella  could  not  decide 
whether  she  was  dismayed  or  glad  at  the 
encounter.  She  felt  uncomfortably  .warm 
about  the  cheeks,  as  well  as  absurdly  ner- 
vous. So,  after  she  had  flashed  a glance 
into  his  face,  she  turned  her  gaze  to  the 
ground,  and  began  scratching  the  loose 
gravel  with  her  toe. 

But  tier  glance  had  been  quick  enough  to 
see  a flush  spring  into  his  face — a -face  that 
had  been  pale— and  a light  into  the  .eyes 
tlia.t  had  been  grave,  and  sorrowful.  Also 
she  had; seen  the  stem  mouth  relax,  and  an 
expression  that  was  riot  exactly  a smile. or  a 
twitch . of  pain,  tlipligh  it  had  something  of 
each,  form  itself  around: his .lip! *.  . .. 

She  hoied  these  things  all  in  ail  instant, 
and  they  added  to  the  curious  flutter  in  her 
own  breast.  After  a moment's  pause*  lie 
said:—  ^ .. 

" Miss  Ha/.letliorpe,  are  you  — er  n 10  you 
quite  alone?" 

" Y-y-yes,"  she  stammered. 

“ Are  you  going  direct  towards  Ivy 
Towers?" 

•'  Y-yes,"  was  the  hesitating,  monosyllabic 
replyv 

" I am  going  in  that  direction  for  a while. 
Do  you  object  to  my  company,  AJi>'  Hazle- 
thorpe?" 

He  put  the  question  with  some  abruptness 
and  a noticeable  tightening  of  the’ lips,  as 
though  lie  were  half  dreading  an  unpalatable 

xppb'.  ' 

Now,  Stella 'was  entirely  free  from  that 
common  feminine  vice,  the  love  of  tantalis- 
ing. If  there  had  been  no  clouds  of  horror 
and  anguish  hanging  over  -them,  and  this 
were  but  an'  ordinary  meeting  between  a 
man -and  a girl,  she' would  have  taken* 
pleasure  in  beating  about  the  hush,  or 
avoiding  a straight  answer  to  a plain  ques- 
tion. It  was  as  natural  lor  her  to  be  holiest 
in  her  replies  a.-» i t is  for  the  sun  to  shine. 
But  on  this  occasion  tligre  was  sometlring 
more  in  her  heart  than  a mere  love  lor  sin- 
cerity— a something  that  rose  iu  protest 
against  his  suggestion  that  his  presence 
might  be  distasteful  to  her,  a something 
that  prompted,  her  to  say  impulsively:  — 
"No,  no!  Nut  that.  Quite  the  con- 
trary b" 

But  here  she  stopped,  and  bit  her  Ii]). 
while  her  eyes  again  soy  gilt  the  gravel. 
She  tried  to  blame  herself  for  being  so  impul- 
sive, but  she  couldn't  quite  succeed. 

**  It  is  very  good  of  you  to  say  that  in 
the  kindness  of  your  heart."  lie  said,  with  a 
lialf-repressed  sigh.  " l know  that  L must 
seem  awkward  and  tactics'  in  my  Speech 
with  you;  I have  fell  that  from  the  filst 
I am  really  very  grateful,  especially  at  i 
lime  like  this,  that  you  can  be  tolcTuut  with 
me.  Shall  we  go  forwarB?" 

She  bent  Jver  head  in  as>-eiit.  and  they 
went  on  side  .Jjy,  for  some  v eco,i< jj 
silence,  until  'fiy, id.  with  a p.t^Y 
effort  : - - , *t|f»Jq  v 

" I suppose  uiefiHibjert  of  to-day,' pro- 
ceedings must/be. (taboo  between  us.  ,;P” 
Hazlethorpei.Y)  m 1 r 

" T do  not’hiioiV  what  to  say,*'  sho  re- 
turned. with  -.1  slight  shiver.  " It  is  a time 
of  sore  perplexity,  with  grim  horror  iuriiing 
iu  the  shadows." 

*•  Yes."  lie  replied,  with  an  indrawn  sigh 
through  his  set-i-eeth.  " And  the  innocent 
must  suffer  with  the  guilty.  That  is  the 
greatest  horror  of  all.  the  more  V>  that  such 
suffering  is  inevitable.” 

" That  is  true."  she  rejoined.  " Some 
suffering,  much  suffering,  inevitably  Follow 


crime.  But*^ll\ero  she  hesitated  a moment 
— *’  may  w e to  the  evils  by_eur. 

own— what  shall  L s;iy  ?- dogged  determin.‘|- 
tum ? f' 

She'  lookpj’ai^  finj  J.t^pdily  as  she  said  * 
tins.  But  be  met. her  look  with. equal 
ndijiess  as  he  answered:  — 

‘ Should  d a ft  Aiji  kl  | - yfc^i'rdeil  thryugli  Tear 
inflicting  ppiur 

'No,"  ?ho  returned,  promptly.  "But 
the  thought jOlhjUiiliriiiig  pain  should  gi\v 
pause,  especfnily  when  it  is  the  innocent 
who  have  to  suffer." 

There  was  sqpf^bayg  of  :i  challenge,  in  hqr  ' 
w ords  ami  >'<;//-'«.  flbe  said  this;  byt- he  ’ 

did.ixot  seem f.hlHlj/ift'h  1/1  take  it  up,  for  he 
■tuimeTl  lijs  tiers,  and  for  a time 

they  again  wfilk-^Lfrii  in  -ifence.  At  last,  lie 
turned  to  he:- ,}«*%’  shadow  of  a -smile 
and  iemarkcil;^,l0  0 L 

I am  a silwbrMeiopimion,  1 fear.  Mi.Js 
Hazlotliorpe."iuyv  .iq  j.  . . 

“These  ai^dflqlftbsbi times,", phe  ropUed. 
mournfully.  V» tb  ihiri't  know  when  l shall 
1 in  laugh  a&t'G'i'  old."  - 
‘ It  grieves- Au.*  to  hear. you  say  tliat.i,’  lie 
rejoined,  with  "-awne -fervour.  "Your  life, 
iv,  least,  must.. not  ;ho  permanently  ov<-r- 
hadowed.  iSuoli^a  thought  would  add  keenly 
to  my  present,  pain." 

His  tone,  words,  and  manner  thrilled  her 
not  a littlq.  She  knew  him  to  be  riiore  .re- 
strained in  speech  even  than  the  average 
Englishman,  ail’d  this  little  outburst  meant 
infinitely  more  than  was  expressed  in  tin? 
few  words. 

As  she  looked  ai  him  furtively,  she  recalled 
her  light-hearted  but  rather  flippant  remark 
to  Naomi  that  she  would  dearly  lqvc  to  con- 
quer a typically,  abstinaite."  straight-backed, 
and  ^stitf-iieckcctBiitislier.  j 

-And  here  was-  one  in  very  deed  and  in 
very  truth.  SShe-  Jificl  spoken  lightly,'  and 
peflfiips  aTti'iflevscCrivf'ully.  for  she  bad  a fair 
share  of  the  ti  ue  Ainericaii  girl's  prejudices. 
I'.ut  she  didn't  ffel  scornful  now.  She  bad 
no  wish  to  bi  iitg'-lliis  -trmig  man  foSY cdndl- 
tion  of  aniormfs'riinlie’villt.v. 

She  suddenly  hi-gan  to  feel  an  absurd  pride 
in  bis  very  ot(Spuacv  or  inanly .persistence,. 
.1  he  1 hose  to  plu a-.-  ii  to  herself. 

A’  -s,  ho  vyas  q /nail.’  empha livitly  a man, 
tenacious  in  w ill,  andx'  of ' course,  in  bis 
affet-tiens.  Aifet Htella'i eiHked;,  for  the  lirst 
time-  in  . her  life,  that  a wcmrul  w:as  not  a 
man,  and  never  could  lie.  So,  with  a shy- 
ness that  was  new,  but  by  no  means  un- 
pleasant, she  answered : — 

" I vlon’t  want  to— to  say  anything  that 
would  -give  you  more  pain.  Besides.  I 
s-suppose  that  we  shall  s-soon  6-sepai ate, 
11-never  to  m-meet  again." 

For  the  life  of  her  she  could  not  get  the 
words  out  easily.  Neither  could  she  turn 
her  gaze  from  the  ground,  nor  drive  away 
the  mistiness  that  would  obscure  her  vision. 

But  she  heard  tlie  indrawirij*  of  his  breath, 
at>  of  one  who 'had  suddenly  felt  a sharp 
twinge  of  pain,  alul  she  thought  * that,  he 
stiffened  himself  for  a moment.  Still,  after 
a second  or  two.  he  answered  quietly  :— 

You  mean  that.' you  w ill  go  hack' to  your 
own  eountry  sooitt  If  so  cur — er—  luquaiat- 
ance  can  only  he  a -'brief  one.  > But  l -I— 
shall' always  remember  . vcu.”  ■ 

She  c ould  not  resist  tlie  feminine  impulse 
to  flash  a mischievous  glance  up  into  1 1 is 
face,  and  ask.  w ith  a roguish  assumption  of 
innocence  Why?" 

The  look,  and  the  monosyllable,  broke 
down  tlie  mau'.s' guardedness.  With  a quick 
gasp,  and  a sydd'en  blaze  of  imssion  in  Ins 
eyes,  lie  blurted  out : — 

" Bec  ause  I think  of  you  as  I never 
thought  cif  a woman  before."  . 

She  had  not  meant  to  draw  the  words  from 
him.  The  coquetry — if  coquetry  it  was  — 
had  sprung  from  the  purest  impulse.  But 
the  int  entity,  o-f  his  outburst,  rnonifest  more 
in  his  manner  than  iu  Ii  is  words,  startled 
her,  and — yes — rather  frightened  her. 

And  "so  she  shrank  from  him.  not 
di-may,  anger,  or  repulsion,  b’lt  in  ( kind 
of  norvous  diock  that  had  in  it  as  nindi 
ecstatic  joy  as  fear. 

Of  course,  lie  noted  the  shrinking,  the 
quick  aversion  of  her  face,  the  closed,  irre- 
spmsive  lips.  Arid  a- cold  chill  seenio.l  to 
grip  In's  own  heart,  though  lie  chided  hino  If 
(ierc-elv  for  the  lac  t,  as  be  also  did  lor  his 
mad  outburst.  But  lie  was  quickly  master 
c . 1 himself,  and  lie  was  able,  almost  imme- 
diately, to  apologise. 

“ Aliss  Hazlethorpe.  I l>eg  your  pardon.  I 
am  naturally  a blunderer,  and  •»  bungler. 
You  have  seen  that  from  the  first.  Pfobal/ 
von  won’t  forgive  me.  Your  disple*nsui 
will  give  me  pain.  Bi4  I must  bear  it,  I 
I have  deserved  it." 

He  seemed  about  to  say  more.  Tlien  he 
sloped,  bit  bis  lip.  and  waited  for  her  to 

But  Stella  felt  absolutely  tongucrticd. 
Her  heart  was  thumping  furiously,  and  : lie 
urs  afraid  tc  attempt  to  phrase  a sorten 
Sli?  was  i>ositively  afraid  of  her.-cdl',  afraid 
vf’the  happy  delirium  whioh  had  her 
grip.  If  Aubrey  hud  looked  at  Ji  ?r.  and  had 
interpreted  her  silt:- 
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have  drawn  her  tv 
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lie  might  be.  conceited 
rile  could  fegard  him 
p tliut  <if  more  tok 

tioii,  lie  did  not  dream.  And  now  lie  had 
probably  offended  her  so  that  she  would 
withdraw  even  that. 

It  is  probable  enough  that  a better  under- 
standing might  have  been  crane  to  at  this 
interesting  juncture,  if  an  unkind  fate  had 
not  intervened.  . 

They  had  just  reached  a point  where  the 
lane  turned  into  the  high  read;  and  as  they 
did  so  thev  came  face  to  face  with  the  man 
•who  had  called  himself  Richard  Trent! 

[to  nr  CONTI  wed.  J 


Vh»- 


t<-,  Mac 


Rosrhaxk  " ami.  " Tuoi'ni.n*.'  N\. 
i.cvd  lor  you  Ip  trouble  ajjhut  wlu^'vou 
dv'erihe'.  ’ . 

‘"•Tynkmiikk."  -Thv  symptom  is  • of-*  10 
puvial  voiisequeucv  (tr  import  inci*, 1 -;  > 'lung 
> it  is  in  iiu  dvrat ic.ti  It  i'  eputv  common 
did  does  iio  spec  ial  harm,  and  m»ed  t»m<e  110 
Worry, 

Wlim  i Y."  A " ll.TMl-  llljiy  . lie 
inved  withpiit.a  "cutting  opernt iun." 
It  nmy  be  fi ozen’—hv  ".oarhnnic  foiuw,'  - 
ami  any  good  hcspitnl  surgeon  ciiukl  do  i: 

I In  re  is  d.mgc.i  o|  the  iia*vus  bursting  ii  11 
is  left  to  grow  unchecked. 

' I).  W.  D."  (Nottingham).— I',  h goc.l 
to  know  that  ,v-  ur  father  In'"  been  so'  lof- 
turinte  as  to  mnke  such  a. good  rncovciy  l rom 
a severe  attack  ot  sciatica  in  iris  scvcriiy- 
cightli  year;  and  on  behalf  of  my  renders 
and  myself  l congratulate  hint,  and  wish 
him  ‘ Alnny  l-lappv  Returns  ot  his 
birthday.  v 

" C'ahuots."  - You  flatter  yi-.ursclf  in 
thinking  that  you  riiv  the.  first  ol  my  coi  rc- 
spemtents  to  ask  me  about  such  symptoms  ns 
'■yours.  They  are  common  enough,  and  will 
do  you  no  special  filirm,  nor  lie  afterwards 
'detrimental,  in  viciv'ef  what  you  refer  to. 
tltit  plenty  of  cp?u-if-iit’ekcV( ise ; continue  to 
D/nd  such  a lile  .i.s  Vdli  mdicate,  ami  don’t 
'nfirry.  AterliciueriV  ’o!P\fo'prai:ii'.iil  ime  to 
‘Tc  U.  >b,"!  ' 

N/.lGHl  DEAI'KJJmrf.,cl  AT  KlCHTY  - ()>  a 

r T.  A.’’).  - -A  m-.injj'iglity-oiie  years  ol  age, 
>wlio  cycles  and  " .enjoys  good  health, " and 
whcis?  only  trinmbkn usM-that  tluougli  slight 
deafness  lie  “ cauitrrt  hear  the  preacher” 
ihics  little  to  comploili . about,  and  I fear  lie 
must  not  expect. to  cooQver  bis  hearing,  even 
iw  itli  the  assistance' id  imtch  an  imsliniment 
ms-tliat  advei't'-f  H 111HI  iny  recoin ineiidatiim 
to  him  is  to  " grin  and  abide,  and  he  thank- 
ful he  is  no  worse !" 

Deakmiss  ami  EaiioNoisk  ( " Tantalu <-"). 
—Catarrh  of  the  middle  tar  and  tlm 
" custacliian  tube  " m tho  probable  cause  of 
vour  trouble,  of  which  dhe  "tinnitus" — or 
lmises  in  the  head— ofi  which  you  complain,  is 
oho'  of  the  most  troublesome  symptoms.,  ft 
•lis-apt  to  continue  in  spite  of  nil  Iron tnn- ill  ; 
and  if  often  clisanpears  without  any  -tlvai- 
ment  at  all.  Have  patience  with  your 
doctor,  who  Ls  evidently  doing  his  best  for 
you  ; but  doctors  cannot  perform  miracles. 

" Cpto.\iw  1:1,1. L"  Your  " panel  doc  tor  " ia 
surely  best  able  to  diagnose  and. treat  .your 
symptoms,  seeing  that  lie  lias  the  opjmr- 
tiuiity  of  personal  examination  iiml  ed  exa mi- 
nation  of  the  urinq.  Why  licit  ask  him  the 
questioii-s  you  ask  me.  " AVhat  is  tin; 1 allse  ed 
the  symptoms."  arid  "What  to  ’avoid"? 
You  probably  suffer  from  some  bj adder  or 
kidney  affection.  It  is  good  to  know  that 
you  think  so  well  of  our  .Medical  'C'olunin  as 
to  "read  it  first  in  tho  ’ tVi-opc-rntivo 
News.'  ” 

“Tom." — Tt  is  only  necessary  to  r. '-state 
the  symptoms  iu  your  lottcw,  viz..  -i\t.v- 
thiee  years  of  age;  blindness",  and  a stroke: 
of  paralysis,  to  realise  soinethiiig.il  the* 
difficulty  of  prescribing  a " remedy  " fur  the 
urinAry  trouble,  for  wlrich  the  patient  has 
haen.  umd  still  is  " under  tlie  cue  e.‘  her  own 
doctor."  Patience  and  resignation  i"U' t he 
exercised  both  with  the  patient  nmj  the 
doctor,  who  cinirct  .be  expected  t"  do  .more 
than  relieve  -the  symptoms.  I his  js  one  «»f 
.the  " candid  replies  " you  say  you.  mlniiru 
in  our  Alcdi.  .1 1 C'chinjn. 

“ Anxious  " (New  ton). — Try  the  c on- 
tinuous application  cf  I.  ric  and  zinc  oint- 
ment- t<>  the  part,  so  long  as  veil  are  iu  the 
house  alone-  wiping  off  with  borncic  word 
arid  olive  oil-  using  no  writer  < r soap-  and 
re-npplving  whenever  opportunity  occurs. 
But  candour  <i>nq)els  tlie  adlnis,i.m  that  the 
condition  is  not  very  hopeful  ok  ref  ••very. 
exC-ept  as  a matter  of  time,  and  at  udi  ig  all 
friction  to  the  part— such  ns  wasl.11  g Mid 
drying;  avoiding  changes  «'-f  icinpeiutiirc 
biidi  as  going  near  n hot  fire,  or  going' out 
into  a cold  wind,  and  such. 

"A.  AI.  J."  As  it  is  practically  impos- 
sible for  a " splinu-r  of  hone  " to  " work  its 
way  back  into  tho  foot,”  and  as  you  say 
tluit  there  k now  no  " dLseharge  • ticun  tin- 
place  where  the  piece  of  bone  was  -con  last 
August,  it  is  probable  that  it  came  away; 
and  this  is  confirmed  by  tlie  doctor  saving 
he  ••  does  not  believe  it  k the  re."  For  your 
••enlarged  thvr.oid " and  "spina  bifida, 
vour  doctor  nmy  fcUggqskMi.table  treatment, 
though  clw  lotfT.  I l‘-'r-  I-'  nuurahle. 

Many  thanks  for  your  good  opinion  ot  our 
Medical  Column. 

It.,  V.I-I-'.  ("r.  11.  S /j’""1 

n ply).  - That  your  condition  should  have 
been  diagnosed  by  your  own  doctor,  and  con- 
firmed by  a consultant,  as  " Raynaud  * 
Disease.”  is,  I fcaY  nnher  -erions.  >0 
wonder  vour  doctor  " puts  you  off  with  an 
evasive  answer  "''when  you  ask  him  about 
it  The  cause  of  it  is  not  exactly  known; 
jc ’ is  regarded  as  due  to  some  obscure  dis- 
turbance of  the  blood  supply,  and  though 
not  an  actual  danger  to  life,  its  treatment 
and  recovery  from  ore  apt  to  be  tedious  and 
prolonged,  and  tlie  bes,  thing  for  you  to 
Ik,  is  to  trust  to  your  doctor,  who  evidently 
understands  the  "cnce.  to  do  all  that  can 
be  done.  Smoking  is  harmful  to  you.  Such 
n ease  is  unsuited  for  treatment  bv  corre- 
spondence. 
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THE  RESULT 


- of  the" — 


“RUSSET  TEA” 
COMPETITION 

will  be  announced  Next;  Week 


Mr.  Russet  at  the  Boat  Race. 


Mr.  RllSSET  makes  In's  BOW  to  the  splendid  young 
oarsmen  of  the  Universities.  Whichever  wins,  Mr. 
Russet  TAKES  THE  LEAD  with,  his  “ Russet  Tea," 
and  you  will  consider  it  a STROKE  of  good  fortune 
each  time  you  take  a cvp, 


THE  SOCIETIES  AND  THE 
WHOLESALE. 

Press  comment  on  the  C.W.S.  balauce  sheet  has 
been  less  vitriolic  than  it  was  six  months  ago. 

One  reason  for  that,  no  doubt,  is  that  in  the  interval 
it  has  been  shown  that  a great  niariy  big  concerns  have 
found  that  they  were  no  more  able  to  create  trade  and 
trade  surpluses  than  the  C.W.S. 

As  Mr.  A.  Emil  Davies  points-  out  in  his  notes  on 
page  3 of  this  issue,  the  values  of  investments  in 
number  of  well-known  companies  have  gone  down  very 
considerably.  The  C.W.S.  is  in  a better  plight  than  these 
companies.  Any  society  whose  constitution  makes 
it  eligible  for  membership  can  obtain  the  number  of 
shares  (that  the  rules  allow)  at  par  value.  No  society, 
however  wealthy,  can  obtain  more  thail  the  specified 
number  of  shares  no  matter  how  much  it  would  be 
willing  to  pay  ; and  no  society  can  obtain  a single 
share  for  less  than  its  par  price.  That  is  a sign  of  the 
strength  of  the  co-operative  movement. 

We  print,  in  another  page,  an  article  from  a retail 
society’s  official  in  which  certain  points  in  the  balance 
sheet  are  criticised.  The  points  our  correspondent 
raises  are  just  the  points  that  are  likely  to  be  raised 
at  the  quarterly  meetings,  and  it  is  perhaps  just  as 
well  that  they  should  be  raised  in  advance  and  met 
as  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  be,  at  the  meetings. 

There  are  some  points  raised  which  are  open  to  ob- 
jection. It  is  quite  a simple  matter  to  say  the  salaries 
of  the  directors  should  be  reduced  ; but  it  is  not  fair 
arguing  to  suggest  that  there  is.  a “ difference  between 
the  salary  sanctioned  by  the  quarterly  meeting  and  the 
actual  amount  paid  ” to  the  committee.  The  salary 
sanctioned  by  the  quarterly  meeting  is  salary  only 
and  travelling  expenses  and  hotel  expenses  incurred 
week  after  week,  necessarily,  must  be  reckoned  as  a 
committee  charge.  >So  far  as  the  amount  of  salary  is 
concerned  we  expressed  our  view  three  months  ago  and 
we  have  nothing  to  add  except  to  suggest  that  when 
the  directors  find  themselves  faced  with  heavy  losses 
and  a big  drop  iu  trade  and  are  faced  with  problems 
that  have  baffled  some  of  the  biggest  minds,  in  the  world 
of  commerce,  they  have  a more  anxious  and  more 
arduous  time  and  a less  “ cushy  " job  than  when  the 
trade  is  simply  rolling  in,  when  the  factories  cannot 
keep  pace  with  orders,  and  when  surpluses  are 
inevitable. 

It  is  equally  unfair  to  compare  stocks  at  the  end  of 
1921  with  the  stocks  in  1912,  In  the  1921  period  a much 
larger  membership  had  to  be  catered  for  and  the  value 
of  stocks  was  vastly  different.  We  regret  the  losses 
the  C.W.S.  has  incurred.  We  deprecate  the  inroads 
that  have  been  made  into  the  reserve  funds,  deprecia- 
tion funds,  and  insurance  funds  which  mean  the  ab- 
sorption of  some  of  the  Wholesale’s  savings  ; and  the 
C.W.S.  directors  probably  deprecate  them,  too  ; but 
we  are  glad  that  these  nest-eggs  were  available. 

Our  correspondent  must  know  that  many  big  firms 
which  command  respect  in  the  world  of  trade  have 
not  been  able  to  put  their  houses  in  order.  Bank- 
ruptcies have  multiplied  during  the  past  half-year  ; and 
many  firms  have  only  been  able  to  scrape  through  and 
keep  alive  by  credit.  The  C.W.S.  has  made  losses 
while  operating  in  a severely  limited  market  ; other* 
concern's,  with  the  whole  world's  market  at  their  feet, 
have  been  unable  to  avoid  disaster. 

We  have  received  letters  commenting  on  our  leader 
of  last  week  in  so  far  as  it  referred  to  loyalty.  We  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  included  all  those  letters  in  this 
week’s  issue  ; but  we  caimot  find  room  for  everything, 
and  we  shall  use  them  as  speedily  as  possible.  Some 
of  them  comment  on  the  prices  charged  by  the  C.W  .S  ; 
some  of  them  complain  that  when  buyers  order  C.W  .S, 
goods  they  cannot  get  them.  These  are  matters  that 
the  directors  must  give  their  serious  attention  to.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  hear  complaints  about  the  prices 
charged  for  C.W.S.  goods  by  societies  that  obtain  the 
goods  cheaply.  We  hear,  for  instance,  of  shirts  sold 
by  the  C.W.S.  at  4s.  being  sold  by  several  societies  at 
8s.  6d.  ; and  of  pyjamas  sold  by  the  C.W.S.  at  something 
below  Os.  being  sold  by  soeieties-at  12s.  nd.  Previous 
references  have  been  made  to  similarly  shocking  dif- 
ferences in  foodstuffs  One  can  understand1  trade  being 
lost  under  these  circumstances.  * 

Every  society  is.  of  course,  a law  unto  itself — except 
perhaps  the  C.W.S  — ami  there  mu-4.  be  many  anomalies*- 
of  this  k’ind  to  put  right  It  will  help  towards  the 
straightening  out  if  co-operators  and  societies  realise 
what  their  relations  to  one  another  are  in  this  great 
movement.  We  hope  the  criticism  and  counsel  ex- 
changed between  the  C.W.S..  and  its  shareholders  at 
the  quarterly  meetings  will  be  free  and  candid  and 
directed  less  to  recrimination  than  ,to  a forward  move 
all  round. 


MQND  RXPLAHNS. 

Readers  know  how  gravely  u m !l0use 

famine.  It  is  reducing  family  lite  to  a mere  memory 
a great  part  9^'  the  populatjdri,  and  is  ruining  the 
morality  of  numbers  beyond  esiiniate. 

Sir  Alfred  Moud  has,  been  explaining  himself  and  his 
inept  handling  of'  the  problem  to  a " Daily  News 
representative';  and  his  explanation  has  been  the  merest 
trifling  with  a matter  the  gravity  of  which  he  does  not 
yet  seem  to  appreciate. 

He  claims  that  there  has  been  a drop  in  the  demand 
for  houses.  Of  course  there  has,  for  the  immediate 
present ; a drop”  caused  by  the  same  unemployment 
and  distress  that  has  caused  the  drop  in  the  demand 
for  clothes  aud  furniture  and  boots  and  coal  and  food. 
People  want  houses  now  and  cannot  get  them.  More 
people  will  want  them  and  will  be  unable  to  get  them. 
Some  of  our  wiseacres  will  want  to  know  why  so  many 
young  people  have  developed  hooligan  tendencies, 
and  Sir  Alfred  Mond  will  pretend  ignorance  of  the  cause. 
We  know  the  cause.  It  is  the  dearth  of  homes  for  the 
people. 

The  mess  the  Government  has  made  of  its  housing 
schemes  is  being  used,  very  largely,  to  discredit  Stale 
and  municipal  enterprise  to  both  of  which  Sir  Alfred 
Mond  is  opposed.  We  urged  in  the  days  of  food  control 
that  there  was  nothing  wrong  with  food  control  in 
itself,  but  that  there  was  a good  deal  wrong  with  the 
men  who  were  attempting  to  apply  it.  It  has  been  the 
■same  with  housing  and  with  many  other  things  attempted 
by  the  Government.  Schemes  of  a collectivist  or 
co-operative  nature  were  put  in  the  hands  of  Ministers 
who  did  not  understand  collectivist  ideas,  or  who,  if 
they  understood  them,  were  opposed  to  them.  No 
system  can  be  successfully  applied  in  that  fashion. 

Sir  Alfred  Mond’s  attitude  on  the  housing  question 
is  cruelly  cynical.  Before  the  war,  he  says,  95  per 
cent,  of  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise  and 
5 per  cent,  by  other  means.  The  proportions  have 
since  been  reversed  j but,  " we  must  try  to  get  the 
country  back  to  the  old  economic  system."  The  old 
economic  system  made  private  enterprise  masters  of 
the  situation.  Private  trade  had  control  over  house 
building  to  an  extent  to  which  it  controlled  scarcely 
any  other  industry  ; and  we  are  witnesses  to-day  to 
the  disastrous  result.  Before  the  war  came  at  all  there 
was  a house  famine.  Building  in  our  large  cities  did 
not  keep  pace  with  the  demand.  The  builders  and 
house  property  owners  have  since  the  war  reaped  the 
fruits  of  that  deliberate  restriction  of  building  in  in- 
creased rents  and  in  exorbitant  prices  for  houses  which 
tenants  were  compelled  to  buy  under  pain  of  ejectment 
at  a time  when  alternative  accommodation  could  not 
be  had. 

The  lesson  is  obvious.  If  we  want  to  see  the  country 
run  on  co-operative  lines  we  cannot  entrust  the  job  to 
individualists  like  Sir  Alfred  Mond  or  the  majority 
of  his  associates  in  Parliament. 


SUMMER-TIME  MAKE-BELIEVE. 

We  all  pushed  the  hands  of  the  clock  forward  .it  the 
last  week-end.  Through  the  good-narined  nialm- 
believe  we  arc  now  living  an  hour  ahead  of  the  time. 
Six  months  hence  wc  shall  get  hack  to  actualities,  .md 
Christmas  will  not  come  an  hour  earlier  than  ii  onelu. 

What  a pity  it  is  that  the  world’s  affairs  c.-mimt  L 
j adjusted  so  easily  as  the  hands  of  the  clocks  which 
I regulate  our  movements  ! With  one  accor  1 
I t-j  push  the  hands  forward  when  told  ; but  w 
energy  and  intellect  and  expressed  dcsir  ■ we  ea 
make’ up  the  eight  years’  1 1 ogress  we  have  lost 
I 1014.  Judging  by  the  world’s  movements,  b>  s 
relationships,  * by  the  degree  of  internal 
amity,  by  human  contentment,  the  hands  of  me 
clock  have  been  pushed  madly  back,  and  we  an  wlc  1 
we  were  a generation  ago,  and,  in  some  respects,  when 
we  were  a century  ago. 

We  save  daily  an  hour’s  gas  or  electricity,  01  ■ .m  1 • - 
light  by  the  simple  process  resorted  to  through* ’Ll 
Great  Britain  between  Saturday  and  Sum!  ly  km.  W 1 
save  another  hour’s  daylight  for  outdoor  pleasure 
recreation.  On  the  other  hand  the  engineering  had*, 
are  loeked-out  because  they  refuse  to  rec-ogiim  the 
right  of  capitalism  to  absorb  as  many  of  the  wmi 
hours  as  it  pleases.  Wq  are  given  an  extra  d.i>  h-  1 
hour  to  do  things  and  to  push  the  world  along,  l-"1 
it  is  onlv  for  six  months  of  the  year,  and  for  eight  \ < ■'  ’ 
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[unemployed  into  poverty;  we  play  at  he 
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1 grain-growing  regions'  which  formerly 
: Truly  “ all  the  world’s  a stage,”  and  the 
j arrangement  but  a stage-effect  appropria 
j summer  madness  of  the  leading  players. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS-  ' . 


NOTES  AMD  NOTIONS. 


10Wafh>s  nationalisation. 


Oi  b Congress  lias  onpi^r^,th^|i  ope  occasion  passed  a resolu- 
tion in  favour  °f  railway  nationalisation.  So  often,  in  fact, 


tlOU  I**  - i I i r j , I - , 

has  the  proposal  been  brought  forward  that  ft  hascOTVie  to  be 
recorded  ns  a "hardy  annual;”  But'  prfeVyit-fldy'  ha]jpenings 
in'the  railway  world  suggest  that  the  " nationalistic  ” were 
not  for  out  in  reading  the  signs  of  the  times,  and  thMi  what  they 
drsired  to  see  may  yet  come  to  pass.  Amalgamations — and  be 
It  noted  by  the  direct  encouragement  of  thei  rGoyorament — 


arc  now  the  order  of  the  day.  Soon  there  will i|?ej  only  four 


■■roups  of  railways  in  this  country.  Another  perip^.wiH  elapse, 
aiulthen,  like  the  .nigger  boyq,  there  will  be ; two.  Bp-yond  that 
ihcre  can  hardty  be  any  other  step  but  uatipnali^ation.  Com- 
jK-tition  and  its  attendant  evils  will  be  a thing  of  the  past,  and 
nilh  the  right  men  at  the  head  of  affairs  it  should  not  be  long 
bcfoic  the  public  reaped  the  benefit  of  State-owned  railways. 
Economy  is  a foregone  conclusion,  and  there  is  no  reason  for 
believing  that  efficiency  will  be  in  any  way  diminished. 


political  HISTORY. 

Tiik  " Westminster  Gazette  ’’  wrote  an  interesting  piece 
of  hist cr.v  apropos  of  the  Lloyd  Georg©  memorandum 
referred  to  in  a special  article  in  this  issue.  “ On  March 
31st  1919,  the  Paris  correspondent  sent  the  ‘ Westminster 
Gazette  ’ a message  in  Which  he  recorded  a talk  with  1 a 
high  authority,’  and  gave  as  1 the  authentic  British  view  ’ 
nlmt  was  in  essence  a summary  of  the  document  published 
to-dnv.  Thereupon  some  two  hundred  members  of  Pailin- 
meiit  put  their  signatures  to  a telegram  despatched  on  April 
jjth  to  the  Prime  .Minister  in  Paris.  That  message  expressed 
llio  ‘greatest  anxiety  ’ at  the  reports  that  the  British  dele- 
gates are  merely  considering  wlmt  amount  can  he  exacted 
from  the  enemy,’  and  it  ended'  with  this  passage: 
‘.Although  we  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  your  intention 
to  fulfil  your  pledge^  to  tl>s  country,  may  we,  As  we  have 
to  meet  innumerable  inquiries  from  our  constituents,  have 
your  renewed  assurance  that  you  have  in  no  wqy  departed 
from  your  original  intention?’  Upon  the  Prime  Minister  s 
return  there  was,  on  April  16th,  1919,  a debate  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  in  which  Mr.  Lloyd  George  spoke.  He  said  that 
lie  did  not  object  to  the  telegram,  but  to  the  information  on 
which  it  was  based.  ‘ It  was  an  article,  anonymous,  7 think, 
in  the  ‘ Westminster  Gazette.’  ...  I am  only  complaining 
of  the  reliable  source.’  The  impression  created  by  that 
speech  was  that  the  ‘ Westminster  Gazette  ’ article  was  i 
based  on  no  authority,  ancl  that  nobody  of  weight  in  the 
Paris  delegation  had  expressed  the  views  that  it  set  otit  ami 
that  are  found  in  the  memorandum  of  the  Prime  Minister 


dated  «iix  days  earlier.”  It  appears  as  if  ocher  things  besides 

murder  fill  om.  JfJ  ; • Qj'  - 

CO-OPERATORS  AND  GENOA. 

Whatever  pressure  eo-opp?ntnve  organisations;  ?-$iF  'bring 
upon  -Members  of  Parliament  to  pres-,  the  Government  to 
allow  .. of.  the  attendance  p(.  co-operative  represenTadive*  at 
Genoa,  as  advisers  to  the " official  British  repres.Wcnt-lves, 
should  lie  exercised  without  delay.  The  Allied  Govevjuneiits 
have  attempted  almost  every  /one  eivable  system  of  ;l>ringing 
the  world  back  to  economic  health.  Political  measure,  have 
been-  attempted,  financial  plans  have  been  submitted  and 
discussed,  even  military  measures  have  been  taken-- -fin'd  we 
see  that  such  measures  are  spoken  of  in  eonitr.  tiem  with 
Russia — but  all  tp  no  avail./  'jgjie  schemers  and  plan s^iavc>  all 
had  one  common'  fault  u/iich  rendered  them  usejpsjrr  Tfi,"v 
were  based  upon  competitive:  ideas,  and’  they  ignored  the 
co-operative  idea  completely.  " They  failed  in  consequence. 
Genoa  will  fail,  too,  unless  the  co-operative  solution  be 
accepted  and  applied-  Theie  is  still  time  for  the;  Pi'iine 
Minister  and  his  Cabinet — if -there  .still  lie  collective  respon- 
sibility— to  change  the  decision  arrived  at  ami  to  arrange 
for  expert  co-operative  advises  to  be  present,  if  not  instead 
of,  at  least  in  addition  to  the. -expert  advisers  representing 
” Big  Business, ’’-who  will  assuredly  let  the  world  down 
again.  The  British,  representative-,  on  the  executive  of  the 
I. C*. A.  have  already  reinforced  the  claim  made  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee. 


candidate  preferred  to  discard  the  " Coalie  ’*  pnelix  and 
c-alled  himself  a _Cmqiiist  Simplieiter.  Thff  Independent 
Liberal  candidate, -General  Gough,  polled  -9.4!>)  votes. 


WAR  S SPECTRE  STILL  STALKS. 

'ITje  appalling  disaster  to  the  submarine  H 12  shows  that 
the  engines  of  war  sometimes  carry  their  destruetivene-s- 
into  the  realms  of  pence.  W hen  the  seii-s  were  infested  \\  ith 
enemy  'craft  during  the  war,  the  loss  of  twenty-six  officers 
and  men  in  one  vessel  would  have  shocked  us  all.  The  shock 
is  none  the  less  when,  thrce-and-a-half  years  after  the  end 
of  the  war  to  end  war,  vessels  of  the  same  fleet  crash  into 
one  another,  in,  the  course 'of  practice  for  way,  and  destroy 
human  beings  under  cir1en(mstan.ces  which  make  escape  im- 
possible, The  places  of  the  lost  officers  and  men  in  the  Navy 
will  lie  filled;  but  they  filled  places  elsewhere  that  will 
remain  vacant,  ami  civilisation  lias  still  to  prove  its  boun- 
ties so  long  as  men  are  engaged  upon  work  whic  h 'expose.. 


them  to  such  risk. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 

We  confess  that  we:cannot  look  cheerfully  on  the  new  l'n* 
employment  Insurance  Bill  which  provides  £60,000.000  for 
unemployment  insurance  between  April  of  this  year  and  dune  of 
next  year.  If  people  are  to  be  unemployed  they  should  not  bo 
allowed  to  starve  or  go  naked  or  go  homeless  ; ancl  the  State 
which  taxes  them  when  they  arc  employed,  and  utilises  them 
when  it  has  a war  on,  is  in  duty  bound  to  sex-  that  they  are  pro- 
vided for  when  they  have  no  means  of  providing  for  themselves. 
But  the  disquieting  thing  is  that  the  new  Bill  assumes  that 
between  this  month  and  June  the  average  number 
unemployed  will  not  exceed  1,900,000  : and  that  between  June, 
1922,  ancl  June,  1923,  the  average  will  not  exceed  1,500.000.  It 
is  surely  a delightful  land  fit  for  heroes  ! The  class  fit  to  govern, 
in  Mr.  Churchill’s  judgment,  has  everything  its  own  way  in  Par- 
liament. It  has  things  pretty  much  its  own  way  in  European 
financial  circles.  I iv  spite  of  that,  the  best  it  can  do  is  to  provide 
means  of  maintaining  men  ancl  women  who  would  ten  times 
rather  work  for  their  living.  “ Big  business.-’  meanwhile,  is 
serving  its  own  purpose  by  its  war  -on  trade  iniionism,  ancl  at 
the  same  time  keeps  its  ban  upon  any  attempt  to  utilise  national 
funds  for  the  development  of  any  remunerative  enterprise  which 
would  substitute  work -for  the  dole. 


ELECTIONS. 

The  Inverness  election -resulted  in  the  Coalition's  retaining 
the  seat;  but  the  Government  camvott  claim  a similar  result 
in  .Chertsey.  Cherfcsey  ought  to  have  been  a safe  neat  for  a 
Coalitionist,  for  the  “ Co.-U.”  candidate  in  1918  had  a 
majority  of  10,249  votes  over  the  Labour  candidate.  Oil 
Friday  the  polling  gave  Sir  P.  Richards, .n  a majority  of 
2,321 ; but  it  was  not  a Coalition  majority,  for  the  successful 


THE  ENGINEERING  TROUBLE. 

Hopes  of  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  engineering 
trouble  were  revived  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  a 
series  of  conferences  lias  failed  to  remove  the  differences 
existing  between  the  two  parties.  In  fact,  the  situation  lias 
become  more  grave,  /or  it  is  feared  that  the  Jockrimt  insti- 
tuted by  the  employer  s'/iny  be  extended- 'W'bVhtr  associated 
unions.  The  workers  requested  the  employers  to  withdraw 
the  notices  under  ..which  the  amalgamated  no  inn  members 
are  now  sufferingf,  or  to  withhold  them  fi*CUrthe  forty-seven 
other  unions— the  shipbuilders,  foimdrymen.  and  general 
workers — who  have  rejected  the  management  memorandum 
upon  which  the  A.E.U.  lock-out  began,  as  a preliminary  to 
the  resumption  of  Tull  official  settlement  negotiations.  The 
employers,  however,  refused  this  request,  and  a deadlock 
occurred.  There  is  a fueling,  however,  that  the  position  is 
1 not  hopeless,  ancl  we  Trust  further  negotiations  will  not  bo 
delayed.  The  notices  issued  by  the  shipbuilding  employers 
to  withdraw  bonus  by  instalments  of  10s.  Od.  now  and  a 
further  6s.  at  the  end  of  April  are  being  considered  by  the 
men,  and  a ballot  is  taking  place.  The  first  reduction  of 
10s.  6d.  was  due  to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  and  although 
the  result  of  the  ballot  ivas  not  known  tile  unions  advised 
the  men  not  to  start -on  Wednesday  morning  unless  llm 
notices  were  withdrawn.  It  is  estimated  that  this  will 
result  in  another  350,000  men  being  thrown  out  of  work. 


LEAVES  FROM  MY  DIARY. 


By  /.  R.  WILMOT, 


THE  FIRST  OF  APRIL. 


There  was  a time  when  the  first  of  April 
was  regarded  as  a day  when  foolish  people 
were  more  numerous  than  they  are  at  any 
other  time  of  the  year.  Would-be  wits  and 
ungenerous  jokers  took  an  almost  fiendish 
delight  in  concocting  wayward  practices, 
Krause  making  another  look  like  a fool  was 
considered  highly  entertaining. 

, Peculiar  customs,  whether  British  or  Con- 
t Rental,  have  their  roots  far  back  in  History’s 
NM,  ancl  it  has  been  asserted  that  the  first 
April  Fool  on  record  was  nothing  more  harmful 
•tan  a dove  ; and  the  first  authentic  perpe- 
,r»tor  none  other  than  that  venerable  yet 
WoTprising  peraon,  Noah,  who,  according 
tradition,  once  upon  a watery  time 
®niiciled  himself  in  an  ark  made  of  gopher 


wood. 


Lgond  has  it  that  when  old  Noah 


'■ued  the  idea  of  letting  loose  his  dove  for 


Purpose  of  prospecting  for  the  first  sign  of 
ail(l.  the  day  thereon  corresponded  in  Hebrew 
c twttology  (o  our  fust  of  April  ; and  there  is 
IWo"1  the  historic  fact  that  the  dove 
'urned  horn  a perfectly  fruitless  errand. 
1ju  ex* ‘'^ordinary  how  greatly  indebted 
'inanity  is  iu  those  obscure  compilers  of 
Voj  s 011  origins.  The  small  dust-marked 
*1,u  r never  been  best -sellers  ; and 
"will  W't*10ul  our  lives  would  be  beset 

1 much  uncertainty.  A row  of  them  on 
hou,100^1^  arc  *^c  SP°'R  horn  manjr  a half- 


lianij  i" 11  111  mU!ity  atmosphere  of  second- 
11^  i CK)li  sh.°1>s  in  a dwzon  c>ties.  Within 


"Po  l"n,"ii,,lwl  covcrs  I can  find  information 
-%a„\Ul''llt<ls  °*  or'S*ns  of  cnstopis  ancl  other 


curious  phenomena  that  still  contrive 


Up  a"1  'T  ‘‘in  everyday  lives.  They  tell 
°l*U1  things,  that  April  14th  is 
^ "a  as  Black  Monday  to  commemorate 
‘ael  that 

***1  Ms  arm,. 

^MoceThi  Tnl 


i that  day.  1294.  Edward  III. 


sil  T,  i 


5 of  Pa 


that  the  oldest 


3 science  is  known  as 
; and  that  the  sun, 
fii>'.  has  to  be-  fed  by  showers 
? there  would  be  the 
going  out. 

*1*  ricb  in  my  old  books. 


i another  aspect  about  the  first 


of  April.  It  means  the  *e-birth  of  the  year 
It  is  the  turning  point  from  the  drab  monotony 
of  winter  to  the  fragrant  colour  of  spring 
that  rises  from  the  brown  earth  at  the  bidding 
of  Nature’s  verdant  goddess. 

Springtime  has  often  been  regarded  as  pre- 
eminently the  domain  of  the  poet.  According 
to  the  best  traditions,  upon  hearing  the  first 
pipe  from  the  first,  bird  he  re-fills  his  fountain 
pen  (for  he  is  a modern  poet),  unearths  a ream 
or  two  of  paper,  settles  himself  in  the  window- 
seat,  turns  up  the  collar  of  his  velvet  jacket 
as.  a protection  against  the  ubiquitous 
draughts,  and  endeavours  to  invoke  the  aid 
of  the  Muses. 

At  the  end  of  an  hour  he  gazes  sadly  at 
the  crumpled  attempts  at  his  feet  and  the 
straggling  couplet  on  the  paper  before  him. 
It  reads  something  like  this  : — 

Spring  has  come ! This  morn  I heard 
its  magic  note 

Quivering  in  the  blackbird's  joyous 
- throat 

My  sympathies  are  - altogether  with  the 
spring  poet.  He  is  eternally  trying  to  im- 
prove upon  Ids  famous  contemporaries,  ancl 
unless  he  be  favoured  by  Genius,  his  is  indeed 
a labour  of  tine  love.  In  spite  of  the  poet 
(ancl  I doff  my  hat  to  him)  I am  tempted  to 
express  his  sentiments  in  dull  prose. 

April  and  daffodil  » are  almost  synonymous. 
Synthetically  they  speak  of  each  other.  The 
trees  that  have  been  gaunt,  grey  spectres 
since  the  last  brown  leaf  fluttered  despairingly 


into  the  lane,  are  bursting  into  the  coloured 
fulness  of  green  life.  The  yellow  buds  stretch 
themselves  towards  the  pale  sun  and  seek 
the  warm  that  comes  with  the  turn-of  the  year. 
The  silver  ribbons  of  the  lanes  are  drying  white 
ancl  hard.  The  branches  of  the  trees  in  the 
orchards  beyond  the  farm  are  heavy  with 
bloom  that  looks  like  snow,  kissed  by  the 
rose-pink  of  an  April  dawn,  and  the  brown 
fields  that  lay  fallow  last  year  have  been 
freshly  turned  to  pave  the  way  for  the  golden 
harvest.  Tile- birds  arc  mating  and  building 
their  nests.  Like  the  ploughman  in  the  field 
beyond  the  hedgerows,  they  sing  as  they 
work,  and  the  whole  world  gives  thanks  to 
God  for  the  springtime. 

As  for  me  the  inexorable  tentacles  of  the 
grey  city  holds  me  fast.  There  is  no  escape 
from  a city.  Its  inartistic  bricks  ancl  mortar 
were  designed  to  stifle  the  soul.  The  streets 
are  colcl  and  lifeless.  Here  and  there  hunger 
has  engraved  its  indelible  mark  upon  the 
hollow  features  of  the  street  hawkers  whose 
feeble  cries  are  drowned  in  the  unending  drone 
of  the  traffic.  They  know  nothing  of  the 
spring  and  care  little. 

There  is  one  hope  for  me.  I know  that 
beyond  the.  city  the  spring  has  come,  and  1 
shall  go  out,  even  though  it  be  when  the  moon 
is  h'gh,  to  welcome  it. 


The  following  question  was  Get  at  a Co- 
operative Union  examination  :u  arith- 
metic:— "The  weekly  sides  of  a society 
with  14.410  members  averaged  £8.826 
2s.  6d.  in  191-1.  What  v.as  the  amount  of 
the  average  sales  per  member  for  the 
year?”  In  a certain  examination  room 
within  the  Midland-  Section  the  answers 
varied-  between  8‘d.  ami  £127.000,000. 
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Big  Business  plays 
a bold  lead,  but  the 
Worker  - Corns  timer 
has  the  winning 
cards  in  his  hand  if 
he  plays  them  wisely; 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“Co-operative  News”  Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 
The  Potteries  evidently  believe  in  up-to- 
date  advertising.  The  other  day  I noticed 
a large  poster  worded  as  follows  •— 

Assembly  Hull, 

Dramatic  Week.  .Marc  li  27th  to  April  1>:.. 
A PAIR,  OF  SILK  STOCKINGS 
Will  lie  put  on  every  night. 


A .scientific  correspondent  in  one  of  the 
daily  papers,  discussing  a recent  lecture  by 
Sir  Edward  Rutherford,  say-.  ■■  The  alpha 
particle,  weighs  four,  and  carries  ltl  electri- 
cal c harge  of  two  units,  where  is  the  Lida 
particle  lias  a negligible  weight,  but  carrba 
a negative  electrical  charge  lit  i tie  unit.  If. 
therefore^  an  atom  of  an  element  fines  off  ,-i 
helium  nue’eus  or  alpha  part  hie  its  weight 
is  lessened  by  foui  units,  and  it  loses  two- 
positive  electrical  charges.'’ 


Here  is  another.  7f  a brick  and  i half 

weighs  ,*  but'  f expect  you  know  this 

one. 


New  Degrees  of  ’ Coinprris.u.  : laud 

Glennvvy,  fcjmerly  Mr.  J.  il  Cuinphcll, 
K.C.,  M.P.,  ex-land  Chancellor  of  Jr.-land, 
mentioned  at  a complimentary  dinner  last- 
week  that  the  stages  of  mail  an*:  (I)  to  p-'t 
on;  (2)  to  get  honours;  (3)  (o' get  honest. 


Store  managers  must  lie  glad  ri 
! i not  demniid  English  liotium 
terries  at  the  end  cf  March.  Hie 
leek  was  5Js.  per  pound. 
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A CO-OPERATIVE  ]lOU9CW'ifo  w! 

self  to  the  crockery  depnrtm* 
society  ordered  surne  china  v 
the  goods  were  delivered  she  found  an  egg 
amriig  the  straw  packing,  and  she  wondered 
whether  she  should  sent  it  back  to  tlio 
crockery  department  or  hand  it  n\  c-r  at  her 
grocery  branch.  When  slia  accidentally 
Clacked  Che  shell,  the'  eg",  v Iwd  liio 
problem— she  ran  breathless  t,  the  dust  bin 
with  it  while  her  husband  rushed  to  open  iho 
windows.  . . t 
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■REFORM  THE  QUARTERLIES. 
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SMALLER 


M’Lea  for  Applied  dem6c’M:*. 

Ly 

MEETINGS— FULLER  DELIBERATION. 


BY  1.,  BRIGHTON. 


• i 


'Jim:  Co-of 
Tiipi'Uv  ' ton 
If  mir  C 

nrViyf'>._  is  lc 
hsiVffe  of  f-l'e  w 
n nil  intliori 


•ativv- 


AVI  Kile  side 

State  within  a St  a to. 
utive  State,  wheiij.  it 
,o.-o|.*?rativ«  in  .the.  true 
d.  tfteire  must  be  government 
This  government  "A'1 


uuUuaitj  m»rt  It  Imsod.  upt  the  >no*M 

ot  the  nresaut  cunning  commereinLihin : a 
must  'be  n spiritual  authority,  anil  it  ini.tst. ; 
|)o  democratic.  Now,  to  talk  democracy  is, 
„nt.  thing:  to  clothe  our  mammoth  matitu- ' 
tion  in  terms  of  deiiiocraQy 's  quite  another, 
■in,)  it  often  Happens  that  yiovements  which 
nrptully  'claim  to  /lie  democratic  in  origin 
and  ethics  sillier  .very  greatly  ironi  a form 
.of  control  which  has  the  semblance  of  dy- 
nictmcy.  hut  lacks  the  solid  substance. 

The  Trade  Unions  Congress  is  a good  ex- 
ample to  show  what  is  lacking.  Once  a year 
ironi  everv  i|iinrter  of  the  land  come  dele- 
gates heavilv  laden  ■ M‘ 


ith  mammoth  agenda 

papers.  They  pack  the. hotels  and  boarding 
houses;  it  is  a veritable  invasion.  For  three 
or  four  days  tllgy  .apply  themselves  tp,(lis- 
ciissions.  TOvei;y1;ip,liase  ol  social  ai^iy^y. 
hotli  dome.sthii  sty'lj  foreign,  is  cleah,.  ,\v,|th. 
• are.  :t:i|iy;i  ^Vyfipe  all  save  th^pupst 


Votes 


pushing  cm:  d^rkmnyn  leaders  hays*  Juy,l 
chance  t«>  pn,t,-»u  /f-  (Solitary  word;  T«vyn.rds 
the  end  of  hUiT Uvdgress  important  matters 
come  undcfisthoi  guillotine.  The  pace  be- 
comes fast  midufuriousr  and  then,  after  it 
is  all  over,  the-  delegates  disperse  to, their 
. homes,  and  thus  ends  the  applicationi ioLthe 
principle  of  deom;  ratio  control.  • v 


What  Happens. 

j\t  the  C\\V.£.  'quarterly  meetings  the 
same  tiling  prevail,*,.  Hundreds  of  delegates 
pack  into  a luijll D.uyh-as  Camperdowu  House. 
London.  Th^jsjt’Nn  discomfort,  jostling 
each  other.  ns-rWf-h  difficulty  they  seek  to 
turn  over  the  pages  of  their  business  papers. 
Some  are  meinbfttyi .-of  management  commit- 
tees; many  others  are  sent  up  on  an  educa- 
tional errand,  to  >gnin  an  insight  into  the 
affairs  of  the  C.W.S.  Whatever  they  are. 
there  they  are.  Prompt  to  time  tlve^Uh air- 
man embarks  upon  the  business.of  the  after- 
noon, and  in  less  than  an  hour  the  affairs 
oh  a miniature  empire  arc  hurried  through 
at  break-neck  speed.  Very  lew  ■ questions 
can  be'  asked ; there  is  not  the  time.  Few 
delegates  c-an  be  allowed  to  speak  "upon 
. questions  of  administration,  since  it  this 
. were  done  it  is. highly  conceivable  that  many 
single' items  on  the  paper  would  yield  a dis- 
cussion that  would- exhaust  the  whole  of  the 
time  at  the  disposal  of  the  meeting.  The 
I'ecoiii nVend a.t ions  of  the  committee  arc  next 
dealt  with.  Purchases  of  properties  all-over 
the  world  are  before  the  delegates  for  con- 
firmation. Sometimes  they  run  into  figures 
bordering  well  upon  a million  sterling.  Ques- 
tions are  asked  and  answered  with  a posi- 
tively startling  brevity.  The  recommend.! 


Lions  are  invar lu'yly  .pjLVfid.  There  is  not 
sufficient  iid'ormat-im),.(tv;  ejiable  anyone  to 
venture  upon  an  iytitfp^d  ouiticisnv.  unleas  ■ 
it  Uapi>ens  that.^nyy  qf  the  purchases  Inis  ^ 
whip  to  the  kniovWiL';  Hi-  a local  society. 
Uvea  then  the .iuiuvivptiuii:  is  not  at  the  dis- 
mal of  other  .^ietyesi.'/lhis  part  of  the 
lusiness  absorbs-; -vgry  little  time,  and  toe 
nesting  passes  .on /Itfi-ike  consideration  of 
matters  of  general  polity.  On  measious  as 
many  as  seven  or  eight  fairly  important 
matters  have  found  a plqqe  upon  the  agenda. 

in  many  instancy  each  of  them  is  ol 
sufficient  democratic  interest  to  warrant  at 
least  - an  hour  being  devoted  to  a serious 
consideration  of  the -pi ok  and  cons.  This  is 
frankly  and  avowedly  ail  impossibility  under 
present  conditions.  For  the  most  part,  this 
stage  of  the  proceedings  often  degenerates, 
from  the  point  of  view  ct  applied  democracy, 
into  a solemn  farce. 


THE  WHOLESALE  RAl.ANEE  TvHEETS; 
TIG  — AO\iUi)A3J 

SOME  FEATURES;-  CRITICISED.  ' 

owing  criticism  has  been  sent"  fo  us^for  pufui^alion  by  trie  chief  official 
> retail  society.  The  subject  is  referred  lo  in  our  editorial  columns. 

u;H  ! I/.  i VdP  VA  1 " 


Thi:  C.W.S.  Lain  nee  duct  for 
twsj*  ended  Detenibx«v..^i*h.  ' -*-1 


The  Remedy. 

What,  then,  is  the  remedy?  In  the- first 
place,  more  time  is  obviously  a necessary 
reform,  and  if  needs  he  the  meetings  ought 
to  take  up  a whole  day:  This  need  not  be 
more  expensive.  If  only  the  principle  of 
the  card  vote  was  applied,  and  a limit 
placed  upon  representation,  the  size  of  the 
meetings  could  Ire  cut  down  50  per  cent., 
while  the  full  voting  strength  of  societies 
could  be  exercised.  Hie  only  way  in  which 
it  can  be  exercised  to-day  is  by  sending  the 
maximum  number  of  delegates.  - The  result 
i.  a packed  meeting, .which  makes  for  scrap- 
yiness  and  competition.  I’pon  questions  of 
vital  import  the  card  vote  could  be  exer- 
cised, and  ill'  (as  in  some  cases  is  actually, 
tee  case)  management  committees  of  local 
societies  have  taken  their  own  members  into 
their  confidence,  it  is  possible  to  secure  the 
registered  opinion  of  the  whole  membership, 
which  comprises  not  local  committees — as 
these  are  only  the  outward  form  of'  a much 
wider  franchise — but  consists  of  the  five  or 
six  million  souls  who  lay  claim  to  the  title 
of  “ co-operator.” 

This  article  is  necessarily  too  short  to 
have  provided  much  more  than  a basis  for 
.reflection;  but  all  who  look  with  hope  to- 
wards the  future  Co-operative  State  slioujd. 
give  the  matter  their  serious  consideration. 
The  time  to  act  is  now.  Let  ns  build, 
solidly  and  well  .while  there  is  time,  so  that 
our  machinery  may  be  tpsted  and  not  found, 
wanting  wfleh  the  clay  lor  its  fullest  use 
arrives.  


hfilTF 

~ 

heavy  losses,  (f  nisuployment.  faUiyg 
values,  and  the  reduced  purchasing  pOWftr 
mL-the  members  mnde..4^^*.'e  in  some  olitho 
dm>;>i*tnients  Inevitably,;.;,..  -.  -j 

Whilst  admitting  -tbd  magnitude  ofwibe 
m»o»v  adverse  circumstances  which  obtained 
iilttving  the  latter  halfibf  M921 the  balaiiPe 
Mlieot -discloses' other  taq-tois.*  which  ui<?  -hi 
vnof i HiialJ.  measure  contributory  causes  to 
the  losses. 

• Out  of  a total  of  08  productive  factories, 
no  fewer  than  48  of  tli^T'ire  on  the  wrong 
^-ide.  and  a detailed.,  exe  ini  nation  reveals 
.sr/iite  extraordinary  result*.  In  the  distri-' 
butive  deparimfeiits.ojilssoight  out  of  a total 
,qf.^6  show  a profit,  y.ud  , the  farms,  with 
.;i,, total  of  1 4.6(5 1 acre?, - have  involved  the 
Society  in  a loss  of  over  .4.7  per  acre.  Fall- 
ing values  and  unemployment  are  not  the 
only  causes  of  these  deficits.  • 

In  December.  1912.  ,the  distributive  cle- 
paVtments’  expenses’ per  pound  of  sales  was 
4;d.  In  December,  1921,  life  rare  wasG'.d., 
an  increase  of  lgd.,  or  about  28  p*?r  cent. 
What  steps  are  the'  committee  taking  to 
reduce  expenses? 

, Had  the  committee  been  fully  alive  to 
tl\e  best-  interests  of  the  society,  they  would, 
as  the  committees  of  many  retail  societies 
have  already  done,  have  made  a recom- 
mendation to  the  quarterly  meeting  that 
tlieiy  salaries  lie  reduced  forthwith.  Such 
an  action  would  have  been  received  with 
widespread  approval,  and,  besides,  would 
have  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  board 
in  any  wage  negotiations  that  may  he 
pending. 

In  the  balance  sheet  just  issued  there  i: 
ail  average  of  £665  for  each  of  the  thirty 
two  members  of  the  committee  charged  to 
the  various  accounts.  It  would  be  interest- 
ing to  kuow  how  the  difference  between  the 
salary  sanctioned  by  the  quarterly  meeting 
and  the  actual  amount  paid  i-,  made  up 
The  committee  may  be  worthy  of  every 
penny  they  get;  but  who  can  say  that  the 
C.W.S.  can  afford  to  pay  thirty- two  men 
£25  per  week  under  existing  conditions? 
The  first  to  realise  this  fact  should  have 
been  the  committee  themselves,  and,  having 
realised  it,  they  should  have  had  the  courage 
to  give  the  shareholding- societies  a load  in 
the  matter.  _ - 


A brzaar  in  aid  of.  the  Russia*!  Famine 
Relief  Fund  was  opened  by  Mr.  Neil  Mac- 
lean.  M.P.,  at  the  Holhorn  Hall.  London, 
on  Saturday.  One  of  the  stalls  was  'con- 
tributed by  the  All-Russian  Co-operative 
Society.  Wlio  exhibited  some  interesting 
specimens  of  peasants’  handiwork. 


; bring  cr. 


dited  with  sbvk 
:han  their  torn  I , )|cs  . 

*.)it  tilt,  twenty-fix  w<x*»  imtl  l-  .V. 

, -l  nder  normal  traduig  ■ a - 1,. 
rjrcninstaiice  would  be  Op.-n  (i>  nnuh 
A-lri  n-»Mn.  but,  as  maiktjs  arc  to-da\  ,ucj, 
llviliiy  should  b<>  condemned  iTmn  dw 
Ivrirt^tops.  - • 

The  auditors:  report  says  “The  ,,k 
ick-4  appear  at  the  value  placed  up,  i:  (lu.n, 
by  ilte  general  committee."  Theinq  u. v 
ol  this  statement  cannot  bo  too  - • ouglr 
mphusised.  - A statement  regiir.lm- 
method  and  the  cost 'of  stocktokinv  to- 
gether with  the  principles  which  g.>\-  > th0 
general  committee  in  arriving  m thvir 
valuation,  would  tend  to  reassure  imniv  mk 
cietie-s  that  this  gigantic  asset  is  Men  I,  vil. 
in  the  pound. 

A third  matter,  of  the  greatest  i • n,< . n,  of 
all.  is- the  method  employed  to  deni  witli  the 
losses.  The  year  1921  has  ileslrov.q  i|i0 
whole  of  the  reserves  created  dmih  the 
last  ten  years.  Thanks  to  the  pnuk  ■»  .mil 
fftresight  exercised  in  the  past,  the  lin  nu  ini 
stability  of  the  C.W.S.  has  not  1 - n ,.t|v 
ini|>erilied  by  the  disastrous  result*  ■ l 1921. 
The  unorthodox  method  of  meeting  the 
losses  1ms  already  been  the  subject  >>|  niuclr 
adverse  comment. 


A Point  About  Policy. 

What  were  the  motives  which  |-  i ipusl 
past  cbmiuittees  to  charge  certain  ti.-ms 


Of  Greater  Concern. 


Another  item  of  greater  concern  than  the 
increase  in  expenses  is  the  increase  in.  trade 
stacks.  In  1912  the  total  stocks  were  less 
than,  three  million  sterling;  but-,  despite  the 
writing  down  mentioned  in  the  report,  the 
total  stocks  at  the  end  of  L921  were  over 
nine  million ‘Sterling.  Increased  values  not- 
withstanding, these  stocks  are  altogether 
out  of  proportion  to  the  society’s  turnover. 

The  productive  works  trade  account  dis- 
closes* some  Unpleasant  facts,  many  of  the* 


capital  expenditure  to  re 

Lt  is  incredible  that  they  had  in  min, I the 
possibility  of  sltch  charges  being  brought 
into  the  accounts  to  meet  the  loss.-,  of  a 
later  period.  The  amount  expended  ,m  an 
alteration  or  an  improvement  I I m,  if 
ever,  1 increases  the  realisable  valim  < >1  the 
property  by  the  amount  thus  expend,  d.  and 
there  must  he  some  limit  to  the  writing  up 
of  assets  as  has  been  witnessed  during  the 
last  twelve  mouths.  Has  the  limit  lxyn 
reached,  or,  if  further  losses  are  r,  > nh-din 
the  June  balance  sheet,  will  they  I in, I 

in  the  sumo  vicious  manner?  Unfor- 

tunately. the  C.W.S.  Inis  popul.it,  I tin, 
method  of  dealing  with  losses,  iimn  retail 
societies  having  copied,  the  perni,  i,  i habit 
in  order  to  allow  them  to  pa.-,  dnulcmh 
wliicli  they  cflilld  ill  afford.  The  C.W.S. 
bus  had  the  same,  time  as  other  L mi- 

men  ial  concerns  to*  put  their  b in 

order,  but  the  ImiIiuko  sheet  u,  I 
gives  little  , or . no  evidence  at  all  ,hat  u 
start  lias  even  been  made. 

Had  the  committee  of  inquiry  h a !."• 
ceerjerl  ,\\  ith,  they  would  possibly  I . I 
by  this  time  oil  u fair  ' 
recommendations  that 
productive  of  many  vei 
in  the  administratidn. 

The  movement  reqr.ii 
who  sit  with  folded 
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inking  . 
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leader 

until  tin* 


.I  men 

bare*  i 


holding  societies  haVQ  to  push  lh<  m into  I 
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WHAT  IS  WRONG? 


Sin. — I grant  “ Operator  ” that  the 
movement  does  not  produce  cabdensed 
milk,  and  that  this  particular  article  has 
to  he  obtained  from  outside  firms.  Is  that 
any  reason  why,  a co-operative  society 
should  devote  the  whole  of  the  front 
window  of  its  grocery  department  to  a 
display  of  a particular  brand  of  ibis  com- 
modity ? - 

i observe  that  “Operator”  makes  no 
comment  in  reference  to  the  society  which 
was  advertising,  ti  riGn-ro-uperatively  pro- 
duced jam  at  the  same  time  that  the  money 
bf  its  members  was’ invested  in  C.W.S. 
fruit  farms  and  jam  factories.  I quite 
agree  with  " Operator  ” that  it  is  not 
always  the  buyer  that  is  at  fault;  but  even 
where  the  standard-  of  loyalty  among-  the 
members  is  nut  high,  and  managers  have 
to  stock  goods  wliicli  compete  with  our  own 
productions,  there  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  use  the  store  premises  to  advertise 
such  productions. 

I have  no  desire  to  shield  inefficiency 
anywhere  in  the  movement,  from  the 
C.W.S.  downwards.  I have  not  heard  or 
read  of  any  satisfactory  reason  being  given 
to  the  movement  so  far  to  account  for  the 
non-delivery  ol  the  Luton  chocolates  in 
time  for  the  Christmas  trade.  Those  who 
believe  in  co-operative  principles,  have  got 
to  insist  on  being  masters  in  their  own 
house.  At  linv  cost  we  must  have 
efficiency. 

A few  words  in  reply  to  “ Another  Co- 
operator,"  whom  I thank  for  his  apprecia- 
tive remarks.  1 cannot  agree  with  him 
that  the  majority  of  members  of  societies 
are  doing  their  duty  to  the  stores  even  in 
these  hard  times.  Twice  or  thrice  the 
araouut  of  trade  could  be  done  "to-day  by 
our  present  membership  in  spite  of  unem- 
ployment and  lower  wages.  Every  penny 
spent  in  the  movement'  affects  a whole  host 
of  enemies  of  the  movement : the  small 
shopkeepers,  the  multiple  shops,  the  whole- 
sale houses,  the  manufacturers,  the  banks, 
the  insurance  companies,  the  newspapers 
(national  uud  local),  tlie  capitalist  party 
funds  Ac. 

We  can  cripple  the  capitalist  system  by 
-tfio  disposal  of  our  pennies,  and  in  ten 
years,  by  all.  pulling  together,  we  could 
bring  about  a revolution  in  th<st  present 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 


[To  the  Editor,  “Co-operative  News.”] 


economic  structure  of  society*  Instead  of 
putting  up  capitalist  advertisements  in  our 
stores  let  us  put  up  the  words  of  1'  red 
Brantley  in  letters  ol  gold:-'  "Workers, 
you  cau  spend  yourselves  out  of  tlie  present 
system  when  you  like.”  and,  let  me  add, 
without  having  to  tighten  up  our  belts  in 
the  process. — Yourup  Ac., 

Co-oi’i:n  \Ton. 


Sir, — Your  correspondent.  "Operator,' 
referring  to  a display  cf  somebody  ■-  con- 
densed milk,  says  the  movement  does  not 
produce  that  class  of  goods..  Has  In*  never 
heard  of  “Nutrix"?  I hold  no  brad  for 
the  Wholesale,  but  T do  say  that  if  the 
Wholesale  knew  what  was  wanted  it  would 
act  differently.  In  last  week’s  issue  it-  was 
mentioned  that  somebody's  biscuits  were 
displayed  in  n store  window.  It  is  this 
rottenfiess  in  tlie  distributive  departments 
which  keeps  many  thinkers  out  «*i  the 
movement.  I have  never  heard  -my  excuse 
for  so  deliberately  advertising  the  enemies 
goods,  but  there  is  a stereotyped-  and 
taking  excuse  for  stocking  them.  v,z-; 
“ getting  the  member  what  she  wants. 
The  new  member  naturally  asks  for  what 
she  has  had  outside,  and  here  should  <omc 
in  the  tact  and  intelligence  of  the  manager 
and  hi*  assistants,  printing  out  to  the 
member  that  the  movement  exists  not  only 
to  snpplv  but  produce  similar  •mules,  to 
what  she"  has  had  before  from  outside.  ,41. 
then,  slie  still  prefers  to  be  a nurnbyr, 
ratlier  than  a co-operator,  thej  iglit  sale -of 
the  movement  for  such  a one  is  outside. 
The  movement  is  nearer  its  goal  with  ten 
co-operators  than  with  a hundred  members. 
—Tours,  to  .,  < Hah-. 

Hrthe,  March  30th. 


The  members  of  the  Heckmoudwike 
branch  of  the  National  Union  of  Boot  and 
8hoe' Operatives  ask  me -to  say  they  are  at 
present  working  short  'time,  and  have, 
already  suffered  a considerable  amount,  and 
trust  you  will-  make  the  iieeessury  correc- 
tion.--Yours  faithfully. 


Andrew  Stott.  Secretary. 

8.  Mcl bourne-street , Union-road,  Heok- 
moudwike. 


Compulsory  Membership. 

Sir.  James  B.  Walker  has  mi  ,d  tlie 
crux  of  my  argument.’  I venture  to  say 
that  he  has  not  the  faintest  idea  how 
much  or  how  little  the  co-operative  em- 
ployee ptrcchatses  from  the  co-op 


the  fol- 


Short  Time  in  Factories. 

”~StR. — The  front  page  of  the 
dated  March  25th,  1922.  con  tin 
lowing  paragraph  : — 

Tlie  demand  for  the  menls  16s.  6cL  lwot 
lias  pnt  tlie  works  at  I.ee<Is  and  Hock- 
mondwike  on  full  tinie. 


from  the 

and  so  it  is  useless  to  ask  if  '1  would 

41  do  away  with  my  best  customers  and 
keep  in  employment  those  who  make  no 
purchases  at  all.'  My  point  ought  to 
have  been  dear  to  him.  namely,  that  we 
can  only  employ  one  out  .of  every  twenty 
of  our  members,  which  means  that  for 
everyone  we  do  employ  nineteen  must 
employed  elsewhere,  if  we  make  it  com- 
pulsory for  our  employees  to  be  members 
of  the  stores,  other  manufacturers  aim 
traders  will -be  entitled  to  make  it  compul- 
sory for  their  employees — the  bulk  of  our 
present  members— to  cease  M have  ap> 
iiinertion  wir  b The  movement.  .. 
W&TVP 


nnection  w i*,u  toe  ••  • . ■ . - 

mid  Mr.  WalW^.nijlloy  these  disphifyd 

■operators?— LVVJ'r  **c" 

Y..1  tf 


; r NIO.nTsL. 


ANSW E RS  TO-CO R RESPONDE NTS. 


“ T.  B.”  (Liverpool). — Sorry  you  look  at 
it  that  wav.  The- fact  that  the  sketch  we 
returned  was  accepted  by  another  publi«i- 
tion  does  not  prove  our  judgment  to  t*e 
wrong,  and  does  not  reflect  on  your  literary 
ability.  An  article  tlmt  is  unsuitable  for 
the  "Co-operative  News”  might  be  tbe 
very  thing  required  in  the  paper  you  uioa- 


tjpu.  and  jpmip.of  the  ai  tii  le- 
would  lie  unsuitable  for  it. 


w ■ i< 


mt  ’bcro  9 


“’Ax  Old  and  Trvhtkd 
You  may  be;  Imt  you  may  not  !>•  1 I >"u 

do  not  give  us  the  Opportunity  <>!  h now  mg. 
The  name  and  address  of  a corn  i-aFnl 
which  will  be  kept  iii*  confideiw  <•  * 
deuce  of  good  faith  without  wlm  li  v.  'I"  n"1 
puhlish  letters. 


AppJ'iXmn  I elllll  11.31.  Otl* 


The  name  of  Nestles  «/«•■»»: 
stands  for  the  richest  mih* 
and  perfect  purity.  K‘  tb  s 
never  varies^  in  quality  *t 
has  all  the  original 


alwu/s  — 

cream.  There  is  none  ‘’just- 
as-prood  ’*  as 


Nestle  s Milk 


(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 


OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 


Let  the  ennteui  of  the  tie 
decide  your  choice— not  to 
price. 

Sold  at  All  'gaiptratin  Sh’U- 

NESTLE’S.  6-8.  EastcheapJ^ 


Ml' 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


LEAGUE  J)F  NATIONS. 

GERMANY  LIKELY  TO  BECOME  A MEMBER  AT  AN  EARLY  DATE. 

WILL  RUSSIA  ALSO  ENTER  ? 


A special  conference,  convened  by  the 
Sou tb- Western  Sectional  Boaul.  was  held 
at  Exeter  on  Saturday,  when  the  chair  was 
taken  by  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (Rad stock). 
The  conference  was  called  to  consider  the 
question  of  the  League  of  Nations,  and  the 
principal  speaker  was  Mr.  Frederick  Whelen 
(London). 

The  Chairman  said  he  supposed  they  all 
felt  a certain  sense  of  disappointment  that 
after  so  much  had  been  hoped  for  as  a result 
of  the  great  sacrifice  of  war,  that  the  inter- 
national life  of  the  world  to-day  was  50  per- 
plexing and  in  such  a state  of  chaos  and 
confusion.  The  more  one  studied  inter- 
national questions,  the  more  one  came  to 
the  conclusion  that 

there  was  very  little  hope  for  international 
peace,  or  even  international  order,  suc- 
cess, or  progress,  apart  from  the  embodi- 
ment of  the  co-operative  principles  in  in- 
ternational affairs.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Whelen  then  addressed  the  confer- 
ence on  the  machinery  of  the  League  of 
Nations,  and  gave  examples  of  the  working 
ol  the  Council  and  also  of  the  Assembly. 
He  pointed  out  that,  apart  from  its  efforts 
in  the  direction  of  preventing  war.  it  was 
also  undertaking  work  of  a constructive 
character,  such  as  the  fightiug  of  disease, 
,tr.  The  League  was  now  two  years  old 
and  iifty-one  of  the  seventy  States  of  which 
the  world  was  roughly  composed  were  mem- 
bers. That,  he  thought,  whs  a very  good 
start.  He  alluded  to  the  establishment  of 
a law  court  for  the  world,  and  appealed  to 
Ins  hearers  to  do  all  they  could  to  support 
the  J/engue  of  Nations  Union,  who  were 
trying  to  make  the  League  of  Nations  a 
veritable  covenant  of  man. 

Position  of  Russia. 

Answering  a number  of  questions  at  the 
close,  Mr.  Whelen  saidjie  thought  it  likely 
that  Germany  would  become  a member  of 
the  League  at  an  early  date  ; she  could  do  so 
if  voted  for  by  two-thirds  of  the  existing 
members.  As  to  Russia,  while  at  the 
moment  there  was  little  hope  of  her  applying 
for  entry,  a remarkable  change  was  tai  4ing 
place,  and  the  position  was  quite  different 
from  what  it  was,  say,  six  months  ago.  He 


thought  it  quite  possible  that  in  the  near 
future  Egypt  and  Ireland  would  become 
members. 

The  Chairman  asked  if  there  was  not  a 
tremendous  opposition  in  the  HoUse  of  Com- 
mons against  the  League  of  Nations. 

Mr.  Whelen  did  not  think  there  were  many 
who  were  against  the  League;  there  might 
be  a few  sceptics,  hut,  he  added,  they  would 
have  poor  chance  of  being  re-elected' if  they 
said  that  they  were  against  it.  (Laughter.) 

Can  Germany  be  Trusted? 

A Lady  Delegate  was  understood  to  ask 
whether  Germany  oould  be  trusted.  “ We 
have,”  she  declared  with  emphasis,  ‘‘hun- 
dreds of  unemployed  here,  and  it  seems  to 
me  she  is  doing  everything  to  do  England 
down,  and  that  is  what  makes  me  feel  we 
cannot  trust  her.” 

Mr.  Whelen:  II  you  are  right,  then  it  is 
a very  strong  argument  in  favour  of  them 
joining  the  League  ol  Nations.  Continuing, 
lie  was  of  opinion  that  the  next  generation 
of  Germans  would  he  very  unlike  the  last. 
“ Let  us,”  said  he,  “ drop  all  this  talk  about 
trusting  this  or  that  nation.  Are  we  per- 
fect? Ask  yourselves  if  the  English  people, 
as  a nation,  are  perfect.  We  all  have  our 
faults.”  (Hear,  hear.) 

What  is  the  cost  of  running  the  League 
of  Nations?  was  another  question  put  to  the 
speaker,  who  replied  that  this  year  it  had 
cost  the  woi'ld  £1,000,000, 

Mr.  Medland  (Okehampton)  asked 
whether  the  League,  as  constituted  to-day, 
was  simply  a scrap  of  paper ; Lad  it  a firm 
foundation  ? , 

Mr.  Whelen  : If  it  is  a sorap  of  paper, 
then  it  means  that  Great  Britain  is  going 
to  be  traitor  to  its  word. 

Moving  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  .speaker, 
Mr.  Davis  said,  as  co-operators,  they  be- 
Jieved  their  movement  had  possibilities  of  a 
world  peace,  and  only  in  so  far  as  the 
League  of  Nations  was  prepared  to  apply 
the  principle  of  co-operation  to  the  nations 
generally,  particularly  to  economic  condi- 
tions, did  they,  us  a movement,  think  the 
world  was  safe.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Truscott  seconded,  aud  it  was  carried 
nem.  con. 


IT 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 

AND  NEWS. 


[By  Oyb  Own  Correspondents.] 


HUMAN  GOOD  BEFORE  MONEY  PROFIT. 

THE  ETHICAL  STANDARD. 


INTERESTING  LECTURES  AT  BRISTOL. 


The  education  committee  of  the  Bristol 
Society  arranged  for  Councillor  Tom  Hackett 
(Birmingham)  to  attend  the  school  held  last 
week-end,  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the 
education  committee  and  the  Central  Men's 
Guild.  There  were  some  eighty  students 
present  at.  the  lectures  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  last  at  the  A.E.U.  Club  and  Institute, 
u'  , Market-street.  The  subject  of  Mr. 
Backet t’s  lecture  was  “ The  Co-operative 
commonwealth,'’  and  the  students  were 
delighted  as  well  as  instructed  by  the  illumi- 
nating addresses  given.  The  chairman  at  the 
Saturday  meetings  was  Mr.  A.  Ackerman 
^cation  committee),  and  on  Sunday  by 
Guild)  ^ *>ethericli:  (chairman,  Central  Men's 

At  the  opening  lecture  Councillor  Hackett 
’°ok  the  industrial  aspect  of  the  question, 
an<l  spoke  of  the  importance  of  industry  in 
modern  life.  Its  growth  in  recent  times' had 
phenomenal,  he  said,  but.  now  'a  lead 
■»  wanted  in  the  matter  of  new  industries. 
r"\ln8  with  the  characteristic  features  of 
°dern  industrialism,  he  pointed  out  that 
inn?*  c to  Set  *ar£e  sca*e  Production  there 
s_~.  .be  specialisation,  and  lie  instanced 
-E®?1  Power,  plants,  and  machinery.  Re- 
deri  1 'VOrk  was  also  important,  and  other 
..o^T-nts  were  advertising  aud  conibina- 
on  a 1 *atter  phase  having  been  extended 
of  i>  ,ge  s?a,e  in  .modern  times.  The  evils 
versn  *irn  mdustrialism  were  the  machine 
ulm-m  . ,nachmc-mindcr,  and  the  unem- 
owi  ™C*nt  which  the  system  brought  about 
of  to  P'ofif'  being  the  underlying  motive 
be  ^!llpetltive  industry.  These ' evils  could 
for  nEert0,n?  ky  co-operation  in  production 
**>luti  P’  a*  tbe  elimination  of  waste.  The 
‘Mud^rf  °f  l)r.ob,e,us  of  co-operative  industry 
IfHinin  0 Wa5e  selection  of  officials,  proper 
rontm/’’  P1  °motion  on  merit,  democratic 
his  fair  tbe  all°wanee  to  the  worker  of 
share  of  the  remuneration, 
rj..  The  Commercial  Aspect, 

tofreial Second  lecture  dealt  with  the  com- 
bat Pn  asPcct.  The  lecturer  pointed  out 
it.  in  meiC ^ was  olt,er  than  industry, 
ti°n  ceased  in  importance  under  eivilisa- 

Micv  l,a,i nstrialism.  Our  past  national 
toewial  Li  ,ar8ely  determined  by  com- 
C°iniiiercia??n*^era! lons;  and  the  power  of 
vital  * in^erests-  Internationalism,  which 
Po^ihlc  miman  progress,  was  only  made 
»oulq  pRfaKi • u co  oPcrative  system,  for  it 
Jhiis  ensutw mutu*l  understandings,  and 
^Umatinnoi^  * ^moval  of  all  restrictions  upon 
°Qteome  ,t[ale  and  commerce.  Anothoi 
^frible  war?U  u-  J*  the  cessMion  of  those 
19  ^ 


Dealing,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  with  the 
financial  aspect  of  the  question,  Mr.  Hackett 
said,  as  they  knew,  modem  society  was  built 
on  a financial  basis.  He  alluded  to  the 
amalgamation  of  capital  in  recent  years  and 
the  need  there  was  for  co-operative  control 
of  capital,  os  the  latter  set  commerce  and 
industry  going,  and  these  things  determined 
national  policy  and  national  policy  deter- 
mined life.  Under  the  present  system  the 
worker  suffered.  Municipally  and  nationally 
finance  would  flourish  in  a co-operative  state 
and  the  right  basis  of  taxation  could  be  estab- 
lished. New  sources  of  revenue  would  he 
round  and  developed  under  such  conditions. 

Education  for  Citizenship. 

Dealing  with  the  human  aspect  at.  the  con- 
cluding lecture,  Mr.  Hackett  said  the  end  of 
all  social  organisation  was  life,  and  it  must 
be  recognised  that,  the  common  life  was  the 
greatest,  viz.,  the  commonweal.  A higher 
standard  was  necessary  if  life  was  to  lead  to 
hunian  perfection.  He  dealt,  with  the  diffi- 
culties which  prevent,  the  attainment,  of  the 
highest  possible  life,  and  said  co-operation 
Mould  introduce  the  principles  of  justice 
equality,  and  service  into  the  administration 
ot  public  aftairs.  It  would  also  place  human 
good  before  money  profit,  and  break  down 
“friers  that  prevented  national  under- 
standing. The  education  would  be  for  citizen- 
ship and  not  for  gain  ; and  by  the  cultiva- 
tion of  that  which  was  highest  evil  would  be 
eliminated.  In  short,  society  would  be  re- 
jgwwt  on  all  ethical  instated  of  a material 

The  social  side  of  the  week-end  school  was 
not.  overlooked,  for  following  the  Saturday 
evening  lecture  a musical  programme  was 
given,  contributed  to  by  Miss  H.  Skey  Mrs. 
Jefferies,  Miss  Tanner,  and  Mr.  X.  C.  Tanner 
Games  were  also  played  ; and  in  a footbali 
match  ladies  versus  gentlemen,  the  sterner 
sex  had  the  audacity  to  win  by  2—1  and 
secured  the  Cup,”  leaving  their  fair  oppo- 
nents to  take  the  wooden  spoon.  The  verdict 
however,  it  is  hoped  to  reverse  when  the 
sides  meet  at  the  next  school. 


u'"  ch pita  1 is  coming  in,  also  new 
members,  and  at  Flushing  a new  bread 
round  has  been  commenced.”  Such  is  the 
message  received  from  Mr;  G.  Wilson  (Fal- 
mouth Society's  manager).  Mr.  Wilson  is 
a strong  believer  111  aggressive  propagan- 
dist methods,  and  recently  has  arranged 
nsitsto  the  district  by  Messrs.  B.  Williams 
and  Tayson  (C.W.S.),  together  with  the 
sectional  organiser.  Literature,  advocating 
co-operation,  is  weekly  distributed,  with 
the  result  that  1‘almoutli  is  growing  apace. 

At  the  Camborne  Society’s  quarterly 
meeting  the  members  very  regretfully 
received  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Negus  (sec- 
retary). Stress  of  other  duties  and  physical 
causes  were  responsible  for  this  step'.  I11 
response  to  a sincere  expression  of  thanks 
lor  services  rendered,  Mr.  Negus  said  he 
would  help  the  society  in  any  way  lie  could. 
He  paid  a high  compliment  to  his  successor 
in  the  position  (Mr.  Haughton),  who  now 
will  be  managing  secretary. 

In  connection  with  a special  city  shop- 
ping week  at  Exeter,  the  local  society  is 
determined  to  take  a prominent  part.  The 
whole  of  the  shops  will  have  special  dress- 
ings of  C.W.S.  goods.  The  vans  and  hiotors 
of  the  society  will  be  tastefully  loaded  with 
Reading  jams,  co-operative  teas,  and 
C’.M  .S.  soaps.  Co-operative  fancy  dresses, 
too,  will  be  a feature  of  the  event,  and 
nothing  will  be  lacking  in  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Brooks  and  his  staff  to  demonstrate 
that  the  society  is  alert  to  the  value  of  the 
occasion.  Mr.  Major  (secretary)  and  Mr. 
E.  II.  S.  Mundy  and  the  various  commit- 
tees and  guilds  are  heartily  co-operating. 

In  connection  with  the  shopping  week  at 
Teignmouth,  a C.W.S.  exhibition  ot  goods 
and  working  models  has  been  arranged. 

The  Teignmoutii  Society's  educational 
committee  bust  week  organised  a very 
successful  children’s  party  and  rally.  The 
room  was  crowded  with  happy  youngsters 
whose  interest  was  sustained-  right  to  the 
conclusion.  The  staffs  and  Women's  Guild 
heartily  co-operated  in  making  the  event 
such  a success. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

One  of  the  latest  adjuncts  to  the 
development  of  Brixliam  is  a Women’s 
Guild,  which  had  its  inaugural  meeting 
recently.  The  number  of  members  enrolled 
exceeded  expectations.  The  new  guild’s 
development  will  be  watched  with  interest. 

Kingsteighton  branch  of  the  Newton 
Abbot  Women’s  Guild  lias  been  re-formed. 
At  these  times  when  the  woman  with  the 
basket  is  «o  important,  this  is  a sign  of  real 
progress,  especially  as  in  common  with 
Paignton  and  other  guilds  a keen  desire  to 
have  the  balance  sheets  explained  forms  a 
part  of  their  curriculum. 


There  was  an  overflowing  audience  at  a 
concert-meeting  held  last  week  in  the  Pad- 
clington  Town  Hall  under  the  joint  auspices 
v ,*  Metropolitan  Association  and  the 
Aorth-West  London  Society.  Mr.  Fred 
Brawley  gave  one  of  his  powerful  addresses 
on  co-operation.  A meritorious  programme 
was  given  by  Mr.  Edward  Partridge’s 
concert  party,  which  had  been  engaged 
through  the  Southern  Co-operative  Enter- 
tainment Agency, 


Torquay  Society's  market  garden  is  being 
prepared  for  the  increased  demands  for  its 
products  which  the  society  is  contemplating 
receiving  this  season.  A development  of 
the  Bridge  House  estate,  belonging  to  the 
Bovey  Tracey  Society,  as  a horticultural 
section  is  under  consideration. 

The  Exeter  Society  recently  organised  a 
whist  drive  and  dance  for  the  unemploy- 
ment fund  of  the  city.  It  was  splendidly 


organised  and  carried  out.  and  as  a result 
the  secretary  lias  been  able  to  send  on  to 
the  Mayor  a cheque  for  £10. 

Repeated  attempts  have  been  made  to 
sever  the  political  connection  of  the  Exeter 
Somety  with  the  local  Labour  Party.  These 
have  always  failed,  ami  a resolution  at  the 
recent  annual  meeting  to  cease  the  alliance 
met  with  the  late  of  the  previous  resolu- 
tions on  the  subject.  , 

The  South-Western  Convalescent  Fund  is 
tor  the  use  of  the  contributing  societies  in 
the  section,  and  the  committee  are  keenly 
desirous  of  making  its  operations  effective. 
Societies  are  requested  to  take  advantage 
ot  the  facilities  provided  for  the  benefit  of 
members,  and  m their  meeting*  and  local 
publications  to  bring  this  fund  to  the  notice 
ot  their  members. 

Tile  importance  of  junior  guild  pork  in 
tully  realised  in  Bristol,  and  already  five 
very,  successful  guilds  are  established. 

lth  the  object  of  co-ordinating  tlieir 
various  activities,  a scheme  i*  under  con- 
sideration whereby  an  even  higher  standard 
of  efficiency  and  progies*  will  be  attained. 

I tie  central  education  committee  cif  the 
society  are  also  heartily  endeavouring  to 
make  the  sectional  education  committees 
more  effective  in  their  own  areas.  A week- 
end school  for  Easter,  niinual  concerts  of 
the  choral  and  orchestral  societies,  and  an 
eisteddfod  in  September  are  events  now 
being  organised. 

Tlie  political  committee  of  the  Bristol 
Society  are  very  active.  A very  successful 
meeting  was  held  recently  at  Bishouston, 
and  a series  of  meetings  at  Greenbank,  St. 
Paul’s.  Redfield,  and  Fishponds  is  being 
carried  out  during  the  present  month. 

The  healthy  competition  between  the 
various  shops  in  connection  with  the  sale 
of  the  .‘‘News”  continues.  This-  is  a good 
sign,  as  the  well-informed  reader  of  the 
“ News  ” is  always  a force  for  develop- 
ment on  true  co-operative  lines. 

The  big  crowd  of  people  who  attended 
the  co-operative  rally  at  Pniguton  were 
well  rewarded  for  their  attendance.  Each 
artist  was  in  excellent  form  and  gave  satis- 
faction to  the  people  present.  Mr.  H.  J, 
Wilkins  (C.W.S.  director)  and  the  Rev.  G. 
A.  Ramsay  (chairman  of  the  South-Western 
Sectional  Board)  presented  the  aims  of  the 
co-operative  movement  from  the  practical 
and  idealistic  point  of  view.  They  were 
assisted  in  this  by  the  sectional  organiser 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Flowers).  Mr.  Toms  (presi- 
dent of  the  society!  made  a special  appeal 
for  the  loyalty  of  the  members.  After  the 
recent  experiences  of  the  Pniguton  mem- 
bers the  meeting  was  a stimulating  amT 
rallying  force  and  should  be  very  effective 
in  assisting  in  the  reorganisation  gnd 
development  of  the  society.  . ) 

At  the  Exeter  conference  on  the  league 
of  Nations  very  pointed  references  to  the 
necessity  of  developing  international  co- 
operation as  an  essential  process  of  pre- 
venting wars  were  made  bv’  various 
speakers.  The  special  lecturer  had  to 
admit  that  this  aspect  of  tiie  question  was 
forcing  the  financial  and  economic  com- 
mittees of  the  League  to  give  it 
consideration. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 

A co-operative  children's  choir  lias  been 
formed  at  Port  Talbot  with  the  object  of 
competing  at  the  National  Eisteddfod  and 
minor  meetings.  The  conductor  is  Mr.  J. 
Bowen  Davies,  the  leader  of  the  Gibeon 
Choir.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  Cardiff  Society’s  education  commit- 
tee have  passed  a resolution  emphatically 
protecting  against  “ the  inhuman  conduct 
of  the  Government  in  not  giving  its  utmost 
aid  in  money  and  kind  to  the  starving 

children  in  the  famine  area  in  Russia.” 
Copies  of  the  resolution  have  been  sent  to 
the  Prime  Minister,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  local  Members  of 

Parliament.  « ♦ . 

lhe  Newtown  Society  maintains  a satis- 
factory position.  The  membership,  which 
now  totals  1,620,  shows  a slight  increase; 
.whilst  members’  share  claims  amount  to 
£26,780.  Trad?  for  the  quarter  has 
amounted  to  £12.695,  upon  which  a dividend 
of  Is.  10(1.  in  the  pound  is  recommended. 
An  effective  appeal  for  capital  is  made  on 
the  back  page  ol  the  balance  sheet.  “ Co- 
operation." states  the  advertisement,  ‘‘can 
raise  the  standard  of  life  by  owning  and 
controlling  stores,  factories,  and  farms;  but 
to  do  this  it  must  have  capital.” 

The  management  committee  of  the 
Llanelly  Society  at  the  close  of  their  meet- 
ing on  March  23rd  presented  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Owen.  M.B.K..  an  oak  bookshelf  (made  by 
the  C.W.S.,  Bristol),  upon  the  occasion  of 
bis  transfer  to  Swansea.  Mr.  Waters,  who 
was  deputed  to  hand  over  the  present,  did 
so  in  a very  appropriate  manner.  Mr. 
Owen  suitably  replied.  Mr.  Owen  has 
6erv«d  five  years  on  the  committee  with 


great  credit,  and  is  held  in  the  greateot 
esteem  by  his  colleagues  and  by  all  who 
have  been  associated  with  him.  A motion 
of  condolence  with  the  president  (Mr.  D. 
Pearson)  in  his  illness  was  also  adopted.  It 
is  hoped  he  will  hoon  be  able  to  be  back  in 
harness.  ♦ ♦ * 

The  sympathy  of  co-operators  in  the  dis- 
trict has  gone  out  to  Mr.  T.  I.  Morris 
(general  manager  of  the  Trebarri*  and  Dis- 
trict Society)  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  who 
passed  a way  on  Sunday  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  years.  Mrs.  Morriis  was  well 
known  in  musical  circles  in  West  Mon- 
mouthshire and  conducted  a very  successful 
juvenile  choir  connected  with  the  English 
Congregational  Church  at  Edwardsville. 

LONDON  SOCIETY  ITEMS. 

The  London  Society  sold  *.eveii-:uid-a-half- 
tons  more  tea  in  February  than  111  January. 
Tine  was  the  result  of  a‘ special  sales  cam- 
paign. The  society  is  now  making  a special 
display  of  C.W.S.  soap. 

Sterilised  inilk  is  now  being  delivered  by 
the  society  in  the  West  London  area,  ami 
appreciation  and  sales  are  both  increasing. 

The  society  has  opened  a non  bakery  at 
Parson's  Green,  Fulham,  where  a Perkins’ 
two-cylinder  automatic  bread-making  plant 
with  a gas-fired  travelling  oven  have  been 
installed.  It  is  intended  to  gradually  con- 
centrate all  the  West  London  bread-baking 
at  this  centre. 

During  February  3,051  new  members 
joined  the  society. 

On  Saturday  a meeting  of  the  Travel 
Guild  was  held  at  the  Cooperative-  Insti- 
tute. Woolwich.  Arrangements  were  rnsde 
for  the  Easter  trip  to  Paris,  fo.  which  at* 
attractive  programme  has  boon  prepared* 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  commutucalions  intended  forlheie  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  "Womens  Page*. 

" Ce-opcrative  News"  Office,  Long  Mil'gale, 
Manchester. 


EVERYBODY  A 

CONSUMER. 

EVERYBODY  SHOULD  BE  A 

CO-OPERATOR  ! 

Proclaim  it  from  the  housetops  that 
co-operation  is  the  only  means  of  solv- 
ing the  unemployed  problem,  and  that 
it  is  the  only  movement  which  can 
reguhlte  prices  in  the  interests  of  con- 
sumers. And  are  not  all  men,  women, 
and  children  consumers?  Therefore 
everybody  should  be  a co-operator. 

At  the. co-operative  store's  goods  arc 
sold  at  a just  price,  after  all  necessary 
expenses  have  been  provided  for  in  the 
way  of  best  wages,  the  best  conditions, 
depreciation  of  fixtures,  property,  &c. 

Once  a co-operative  store  is*  estab- 
lished ill  a district  it  is  noticeable  how 
- the  prices  of  private  traders  come  down 
to  the  co-opcr^tiyc  level  after  the' Shop- 
keepers haye  .provided  thcmsej.yys,  with 
what  tlieyi  i consider  a suit  able  profit. 
But  even  then 'the ’private  tiaders-^lo  not 
succeed  fir'bpif^Thg  down  price's^ 

. By  its  very,. existence  co-operation  is 
a matter  oPbpublic  interest,  for ' it 
there  was  no  co-operative  moVumODt 
something  els£  'Would  be  neecTed  to 
protect  the  -people  from  exploitation. 
But  is  it  hot  better  to  .regulate  prices 
-through  co-eperation  rather  than  bring 
into  force  taxes,  the  cost  .of  executing 
vliich  would  Ut*.  put  upon  lh|  cost  of 
commodities? 

True,  to-day  co-operation,  like  all 
other  businesses,  is  experiencing  what 
may  be  described  as  “ The  RV.iny  Da}',’’ 
•iind- reserves  have  to  be  c.dhxl  into 
. action  to  tide  over  the  crisis. 

But  *-•  must  not  depend  dfi  these 
past  accumulations  to’  carry  us  along. 
They  make  a splendid  plank  to-  keep  us 
afloat  on  the  troubled  waters  of  bo-dav. 
We  must  steer  a bit  and  paddle  a bit 
to  carry  us  into  the  calm  waters  of 
prosperity.  In  other  words,  wc  must 
steer  every  bit  of  our  trade  into 
co-operative  channels. 


BE  ON  YOUR  GUARD. 

STEM  THE  TIDE  OF 

REACTION. 

Wk  have  before  us  the  report  of  a 
meeting  of  the  Bradford  City*  Council,, 
at  which,  in  the  name  of  economy,  the 
children’s  play  centres  and  school  com- 
mittees have  been  abolished,  although  it 
was  strongly  shown  by  a woman  and 
other  members  of  the  committee  that  the 
committees  had  done  fine  work,  and  had 
succeeded  in  inducing  the  parents  to 
take  a direct  personal  interest  in  the 
school  life  of  their  children. 

With  regard  to  the  play  centres,  it 
was  stated  that  the  average  attendance 
of  children  was  2,253,  and  that  the 
average  cost  to  the  city  per  scholar  was 
2}d.  per  night ! One  alderman  pointed 
out  that,  with  one  exception,  the  play 
centres  provided  for  the  poorest  children 
of  the  -city.  With  these  little  ones  it 
was  either  the  centres  or  the  gutter.  It 
was  further  suggested  that  these  centres 
could  be  carried  on  by  voluntary 
workers,  out  to  this  one  councillor  re- 
torted that  the  council  did  not  rid  itself 
of  its  responsibility  when  it  closed  the 
play  centres  down  or  put  them  in  the 
hands  of  incompetent  people. 

Another  local  authority  agrees  to  fill 
up  vacancies  on  its  teaching  staff  with 
“ supply  " teachers  only  as  ‘‘  a measure 
tending  towards  economy,”  and  to  divide 
the  school  year  into  four  “ terms  ” 
instead  of  three,  so  that  children  may 
leave  more  promptly  after  their  four- 
teenth birthday. 

County  authorities  are  considering  the 
imposition  of  “ effective  periodical  tests  " 
(by  examination)  of  all  secondary  school 
scholars,  whether  fee-paying  or  not,  so 
as  to  eliminate  all  scholars  who  do  not 
show  ability  and  industry.  This  means 
that  on  the  least  excuse  of  failure  to  pass 
an  examination  the  privileges  won  by 
scholarship  childreu  will  be  taken  away. 


THE  HOUSING  SCANDAL. 

HAS  THERE  BEEN  A BIG  DROP  IN  DEMAND? 


WHAT  ABOUT  AN  Al.  POPULATION  NOW  ? 


BY  OPR  OWN  REPRESENTATIVE. 


“ There  has  been  a big  drop  in  the 
demand  for  houses."  This  is  what  Sir 
Alfred  Mond  e-ays,  and  for  saying  ii  lie  is 
paid  £3,000  a year. 

Why,  in  Manchester  alone  20,000  new 
houses  are  required  for  the  families  now 
sharing  with  others  small  houses  designed 
for  the  accommodation  of  one  family  only. 
Since  May,  1920,  720  'muses  have  been 
built,  and  1,826  are  in  course  of  election. 
A few  houses  have,  been  built  by  private 
enterprise,  and  uhtbr  the  Housing  Schemes 
a further  small  number  may  dse  built.  Pro- 
bably by  1923  3,500  will  be  up  and. tenanted 
in  piece  of  the  20,000  urgently  requited  now 
by  people  who  have  no  homes.  But  the 
building  cf  the  3.300  will  not  lessen  the 
shortage.  The  deficit  increases  etch  year, 
and  will  continue  to  increase  unless  building 
is  speeded  up.  Then  what  about  die  con- 
tinued tenancy  of  condemned  houses  and 
houses  that  would  be  condemned  were  there 
any  possibility  of  providing  hoii«e3  for  ihe 
people  who  are  already  homeless. 

It  is  a situation  of  this  kind  paralleled  in- 


“ Then,”  he  said  sarcastically,  ‘a  we 
shall  have  to  look  for  one  of  tbe  homes  lit 
for  heroes  to  live  in.” 

Mothers  dread  Overcrowding,  not  « ul\  on 
account  of  its  injurious  effects  on  the 
chikh'eu’s  health,  but  because  it  is  morally 
bad  when  the  sexes  have  to  sleep  in  one 
room,  often  occupying  the  same  bed.  -V 
brave  little  woman,  with  four  boys  and  three 
girls,  pays  5s.  Gd.  a week  for  two  rooms  in 
n tecament.  The  girls  occupy  the  upstairs 
•room,  the  boys  "sleeping  on  a mattress  the 
Hoor  of  the  room  downstairs.  Where  is  ‘he 
to. go  for  heh):-'  ‘‘  I long  for  something 

better.  But,”  sbe  said,  ‘‘  I cannot  afford 
to  pay  more  than  6s.  a week  in  rent.” 
Here  is  a sad  case  indeed.  A few  months 
ago,  a family  unable  to  pay  the  rent, 
desired  to  let  two  rooms,  hut  the  owner  re- 
fused, threatening  eviction,  if  the  step  was 
taken.  The  unemployed  father,  unable  to 
feed  his  six  little  cues,  in  his  misery 
attempted  suicide,  and  the  mother,  in  the 
blackness  of  despair  and  to  sav?  l!%r  children 
joined  the  ranks  of  ‘‘Mary  Magdalene*.' ’ 
To-dav  they  inhabit  with  another  family  one 


A Bungalow  Horst:,  Which  can*  now  hr  Built  for  £300,  and  Let  at  10s. 
Per  Week. 


all  our  big 'cities  and  in  mod  towns  ami 
rural  areas -that  is  being  met  with  the 
cutting  down  of  necessary  loans  and  with 
higgling  restrictions  that  hold  up  buildings 

Economy  of  this  kind  will  have  and  is 
Haying  a very  serious  influence  upon  the 
health  and  physical  development,  of  the 
children  who  are  growing  up  in  these  condi- 
tions, and  upon  their  parents  also. 

In  Smethwick  (Birmingham),  in  1S)L0, 

5.500  houses  were  needed,  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health  had  sanctioned  3.68-1.  They  had 
now  reduced  this  number  to  600,  of  which 
400  were  completed.  The  Council  had 
more  than  3,600  applicants.  An  example  of 
ioverci owding  was  in  a small  ward  i:i  Novem- 
ber, 1919,  where  there  were  350  ?mnll 
houses,  viz.,  four  or  five  100ms,  (o  itaiuing 
three  families  or  more.  In  Southampton, 

3.500  houses  were  needed.  Of  the  inhabited 

houses.  50,  inhabited  by  250  persons, 
were  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
About  2,287  persons  bad  applied^  fur  495 
houses.  l.n  Newcastle-oii-Tyne,  111  1911, 

one-third  of  the  population  was  over- 
crowded- The  position  was  now  much 
worse.  The  Council’s  programme  was  for 
5.173  houses.  Only  780  were  approved,  and 
these  were  not-  yet  completed.  In  King’s 
I<ynn,  hundreds  of  people  were  waiting  for 
raw  houses,  and  six-roomed  dwellings  are 
being  occupied  by  two  and  three  families. 

Only  the  other  day  in  Manchester  we  were 
talking  to  n man,  who  with  hi,  wife  and  five 
children,  along  with  live  others,  •:*•»  upies  a 
four-roomed  house.  A fortnight  ago,  he 
was  in  the  police  court,  summoned  fur  rent 
arrears  amounting  to  £10.  A disabled  c<- 
sorviee  man,  lie  only  earned  15.-.  a week, 
and  bad  to  take  in  )i  family  as  b.-dgers.  wno 
paid  him  os.  u week.  The  lodger's  family 
occupied  the  front  bedroom,  and  hi-  own 
family  of  seven  the  backroom.  The  sequel 
to  the  police-court  proceedings,  lie  informed 
11s,  was  an  ejectment  order  al  ihe  end  1 f l*,e 
month. 


room.  Now  the  common,  decencies  of  life  go 
unobserved;  and  the  children  have  been 
taught  to  bag. 

The  cry  against  the  municipalities  is  that 
in  their  building  schemes  only  the  thriving 
working  classes  and  the  lower  middle  class 
have  been  catered  for,  and  that  the  niiTnioi- 
pal  houses,  with  their  tiny  rooms  and  high 
rents  are  not  suitable  for  a poor  man  with 
h large  family. 

An  occupier  of  one  municipal  bouse, 
because  lie  is  unemployed,  can  no  longer 
afford  to  pay  the  rent  of  the  municipal 
houses. 

The  workers  must  have  a new  type  of 
house,  and  yesterday  we  call .'.1  upon  a work- 
ing man,  who  told  Us  hoiv  with  ihe  mo  - v he 
had  saved  he  was  building  a bungalow  just 
outside  the  city.  The  foundations  are  of 
brick,  with  weather  boarding  and  asbestos 
sheets,  and  a red  tile"  roof.  There  are  three 
bedrooms,  a bathroom,  kitchen,  and  a very 
.large  living  room. 

" Builders, ’*  he  said,  “ could  erect  bunga- 
lows exactly  like  mine  for  £400,  which  couhl 
be  let  at  10s.  a week,  and  are  suitable  (01 
large  families.  An  experienced  bail  Yu 
acknowledges  that  it  was  jxr.sainlo  to  build 
attractive  seven-roomed  houses  of  elm  wood 
construction  for  £300,  to  I>e  let  lor  Ss  a 
week,  while  ready-made  four-roomed  bunga- 
lows can  b?  put  down  and  let  it  5s  n week.” 

Some  people  who  have  uot  seen  Imw 
attractive  and  pretty  they  can  he  made,  are 
prejudiced  against  wooden  houses,  but 
surely  they  are  superior  to  a miserab’t 
existence  in  a crowded  tenement  or  a dismal 
alley,  oil  even  life  in  a cramped  municipal 
house. 

Something  must  be  done,  and  that 
quickly.  The  I*  using  problem  i,  one  that 
iveds  very  urgent  attention  ami  national 
dilution.  Meanwhile  cur  co-operative 
socioties  at  home  and  abroad  are  doing 
seme-thing  to  help.  Next  week  wo  -hail 
write  about  their  efforts. 


CONGRATULATIONS  FROM 

DOWN  UNDER. 

Our  Colonial  friends  have  always,  been 
inspired  by  our  Co-operative  Press,  end 
■especially  <lo  Australian  Guildsvomen 
appreciate  the  ‘'Women’s  Page*. 

“ Woman  Outlook,”  - Our  Circle.”  and  the 
‘ Milfeate  .Monthly.” 

All  bough  so  fur  away  (writes  Mrs.  M. 
Jones,  the  secretary  of  lira  Marrickv  die 
branch)  we  appreciate  co-operative  litera- 
ture. I should  be  ignorant  >>i  anything 
concerning  the  movement  if  I did  not  get 
the  • News.”  Will  you  therefore  allow 
me  to  offer  heartiest  congratulations  for  the 
fiftieth  birthday,  and  to  exp  re -a  regret  :.t 
the  death  of  the  editor  (Mr.  NY.  M. 
Baniford). 


The  Summerfield  (Soho)  Women'*  Cfiiib 
liMfren's  i 


held  the  first 
last  week.  


1 pa 


, Tuesday 


New  branchAS { lia rb’  just  been  opined  in 
tlie  East  Metropolitan  district  nr  Wimstentl. 
West  Ham.  Brentwood.  West  Thurrock, 
and  Katharine  Rond. 

The  last  Sheemes9  district  conference  was 
held  at  Snodlnnd.  Miss  Dowle  (district  pre- 
sident) was  in  the  chair.  Mr--.  Harrod 
(district  committee)  read  a paper  on  “ In- 
ternational Co-operation."  written  liy  Mrs. 
Bussey  (district  committee),  who  was  too 
ib  to  uttend.  The  writer  pleaded  for  loyal 
co-operators,  and  the  scrapping  of  the  old 
system  of  production  for  profit.  The  secre- 
tary and  manager  of  the  Rochester  Society 
and  many  other  delegate*  joined  in  the 
discussion. 


DON’T  TAKE  YOUR 

HpiJpAYS 

WITHOUT.  CONSULTING  “\YO.W  \ys 
OUTLOOK. 


Thi:  railway  companies  toll  you  u*  t,L 
your  holidays  in  June.  - 

Our  advice  is.  Take  your  holiday-  when, 
ever  you  can.  and  at  a time  most  convenient 
to  yourselves;  but  do  not  take  them  with, 
out  consulting  " Woman’s  Outlook. 

• And  as  it  is  never  too  soon  to  'tart., 
good  thing,  begin  now  to  consult  tin-  li*t 
of  co-operative  • advertisement*  whii.li  \„u 
will  find  in  the  pages  of  our  little  vonaVi 
magazine— all  from  co-operative  s»>iinv*- 
from  those  “ just  one  of  yourselves."  Thw* 
is  u wonderful  choice  of  places  even  m the 
April  number,  but  the  May  issue  will  ((1|l, 
tam  still  more.  The  letters  we  get  confirm 
the  value  of  the  advertisements.  Let  them 
speak  for  themselves. 

A Welsh  woman  co-operator  writ*  ' Mv 
holiday  last  year  was  divine.  I am  luking, 
with  the  week's  washing  hanging  ltk,  a pjh 
turo  gallery  over  my  head;  and  as  tin-  Mn 
tries  to  shine  through  my  kitchen  wnidoi, 
—which  is-  opposite  a wall — my  thought) 
turn  to  the  wonderful  fortnight’s  holiday  1 
had  last -year  in  the  country  with  a w oman 
co-operator  who  had  advertised  in  * or  de- 
lightful ittle  magazine,  - Woman's  Outlook.' 

I recall  the  pretty  white  muslin  cm  tuiii.s  at 
the  latticed  window,  and  the  pro: tv  gera- 
niums in  their  red  pots  on  the  window  sill, 
the  roses  over  the  porch  door ; but  above  nil 
the  spirit  of  true  co-operative  comridtship 
which  permeated  the  whole  house.  And  it 
was  such  a cheap  holiday!” 

Listen  to  what  advertisers  thorns*  Kv-  <ay 
"We  are  bonked  up  with  ‘Outlook 
readers,”  writes  one.  “I  did  vnv  wel. 
with  my  advertisement  in  the  'Outlook' 
last  year,”  says  another.  “ The  nic«q 
visitors  I ever  had  were  ‘ Outlook  ' r*-;uler«," 

II  another  of  the  many  unsoli*  it*  .l  loti- 
moniuls  which  have  como  in  letter* 
addressed  to  the  editor. 

The  moral  is  obvious.  To  th*  with 

apartments  to  let  anywhere,  " A*b  iti 
‘Woman's  Outlook.’”  To  tlio- «•  • iiiiring 
apartments.  “Consult  ‘Woman'  Ouiluok’ 
each-  month  from  now  onwards. 


FOR  INTERNATIONALISM. 

Dear  Editor,— I am  .«  mcmli.-i  of  tin 
Women's  Guild  because  I desire  t * I ' < at* 
myself  in  the  ideals  of  co-operution  ami,  i 
possible.’  others.  I do  not  m i u>  l» 
taught  loyalty,  which  comes  with  n inun- 

sense.  But  just  now  I have  a * am »' 

and  should  like  to  say  that  I < i-.mk 
spend  fruitless  ufternooiiH,  'or  gd  • u l»joct> 
that  are  disappointing.  Some  **  'ii  ni 
least  have  realised  the  horrors  ot  u\  ;I|||) 
hope  that  next  time  any  call  lor  -t-rvur 
comes' the  answer  will  he  “ No.  "*  '/  l'"r ' 
son«  nor  serilce  shall  be  given.  I’"1 
to  my  point.  A few  weeks  ago  u*  Imd  » 
splendid  address  on  “ Internationalism, 
which  was  to  have  been  follow  ! by  a® 
gddress  on  ” International  Tra-lm  .' 
which  a large  number  of  menibn  lariiw 
up,  only  to  find  a mistake  had  arivn,  and 
a strong  speaker  was  present  on  a 
stronger  subject,  “ Welfare  Work  in 
Arsenal."  Now  recapitulation  of  "iir-lim*' 
horrors  is  neither  elevating  ncr  eihoatiir. 
But  the  statement  made  at  the  meeting 
some  “that  next  time  I shall  not  U'lm'ip 
welfare  work,  but  go  rigid  into  the  - 
itself.”  blasts  one’s  hopes  for  the  lunm 
Tt  is  quite  evident  we  have  not  Unni‘  r.e  ■ 
far  along  the  road  of  Internationa h*m  •|'K 
1918.  Welfare  work  is  all  rigid,  but  taKii 
altogether  the  address  was  depn  ^R'E.  '•  , 
appointing,  and  uninteresting,  tin-  - 
trust  we  rihnll  not  be  subjected , " 

often.  Let  us  remember  Tipton  i" 

faithfully,  in  tlie  cause. 

“ AN  I.NTEBNITION'I  IS1 


A new  Guild  branch  has  been  "i  "" 1 “i"1 
Brixton,  near  Plymouth.  ,,v  -Ml.V  *' ".i ,rk,r 
triet  secretary).  #mp|Wr<ed  by  Air-  u( 
(district  president),  who  gave  ;ui'  . 

“The  Aims  and  Objects  of  tin-  b.i-L 
Tin-  officials  are  Mrs.  Bcnm-y  l>r  k 
Mrs.  J.»««Ml»r.  -^retarv  .Mll^ 

imm.  treasurer.  McMlmiu  M 
and  Salter  form  tlie  commute*-. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  I ! 


Guild  ami  tU 

civ** fid  whist  die. 
,7*1, eld  in  aid  ot  our  b 'I  ; " 
£14  14s.  was  ra:-‘‘l  M 


lu*  Jtioa  'l  . 


niiftc' 


, H*'" 

j.um  - VA 


li-lmet.  OM'S  I 

and  the  mnnngeinei  t ami  ci*  ^ ^ ( ,j, 

mittces  providing  four  priwf'.  • j Wr, 

members  providwl  refr.-nm  ' 

Adair  - (secret '.try)  presented  tin  1 

Councillor  Mrs.  Cottrell  b " 

nd  numl  r ol  • -j, 

Lwt  Common*.*. Jtl>  ,J“lin'j 

recent  ■'  elite"  in  "ljoti.ing 

tion,"  poiutinK  «ut  lie.  oo  1 ' *«* 

nnmy.  city  I, <»!....>* 

der  “.  ^m,f“SrIll,Coltm-ll. 

S whirl,  * ill  aimim.tr 
the  profit-maker,  w liein  f 

or  auv  other  direction.  ‘ n. 

TKI luting  out  tliat  the  > ' . 

out  t-»  get  liMi»pm*  - an'1  ‘ . .-r  l 
house  building  we  Minn  * , 
bright,  convenient,  snun  , 
great  effect  on  health,  and 


Awn.  1.  m 
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FACES.  A.X  rJ[  ' : 

the  REAL ‘CURE  FOR  UNEMPLOYMENT. 

down  with  Capitalism  : up  with 

CO-OPERATION. 

As  we  have  so  often  pointed  out  in  our  " Women’s  Pages,"  one  among  the 
many  deplorable  results  of  the  “ War  to  end  wars  " has  been  unemployment.  Its 
horrors,  cause,  prevention,  and  cure  have  also  been  dealt  with  in  our  " Pages  " 
from  time  to  time,  but  now  the  question  is  to  be  tackled  by  women  co-operators 
m conference  assembled,  for  which  a paper  on  the  subject  has  been  prepared 
by  Miss  A.  Honora  Enfield  (general  secretary  of  the  English  Women's  Guild). 
Below  we  give  extracts  f.om  the  pamphlet,  and  shall  deal  with  the  matter  father 
aS  the  spring  conferences  occur,  in  the  extracts  we  make,  unemployment  of 
to-day  is  dealt  with,  along  with  the  preseit  positicn  cf  our  scoieties.  It  is  shown 
how  every  trading  concern  in  the  world  has  been  affected  by  the  great  world  war; 
how  our  own  movement,  particularly  the  C.W.S.,  is  also  faced  with  losses,  and 
how  the  co-opeiativc  movement  still  stands  as  the  safest  and  soundest  trading 
movement  in  the  world.  Yet,  by  determined  loyalty  and  help,  the  members  can 
make  it  THE  trading  movement  and  the  hope  and  salvation  of  the  workers  the 
wide  world  o’er. 


WHY  THERE  IS 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

THIi  POSITION  OF  OUR  STORES. 


There  are  two  million  unemployed  in 
England  to-day.  But  in  Russia  there  ore 
ten  million  dying  of  starvation ; in  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe  there  are  tens  of 
millions  more  underfed  and  underclothed  ; 
in  almost  every  country  in  the  world  there 
are  millions  looking  in  vain  lor*hoiuses  to 
Jive  in. 

People  are  not  unemployed  to-day 
because  there  is  no  work  to  be  done,  or 
because  no  one  needs  the  things  they  can 
produce.  The  whole  world  is  crying  out 
lor  food,  clothes,  houses,  for  machinery  to 
make  things,  railways,  ships,  and  motors  to 
transport  them.  There  are  millions  of 
people  ready  to  use  these  tilings,  and 
millions  ready  to  make  them.  But  the 
capitalist  system  produces  for  profit,  not 
for  use.  The  war  de- 
stroyed a great  part  of 
the  world’s  wealth  and 
upset  the  w hole 
machinery  of  capitalist 
trade  so  much  that 
those  who  had  posses- 
sion of  the  means  of 
production  did  not  see 
where  their  profits 
«ere  to  come  from, 
and  gradually  produc- 
tion stopped.  "Unem- 
ployment and  starva- 
tion spread  side  by 
side,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  the  world 
can  ever  recover  while 
it  cling;  to  a system 
that  puts  prolitis  first 
and  needs  second. 

To-day.  then,  of  all 
times,  is  the  time  to 
stand  by  our  co-opera- 
tive movement,  for  there  lies  the  real  cure 
for  unemployment.  Co-operation  makes  no 
profits,  and  it  produces  to  meet  the  needs 
of  thy  consumer.  If  all  industry  were 
carried  on  on  co-operative  principles  we 
should  be  able  to  organise  it  no  that  there 
"'(mid  be  no  more  unemployment.  Yet 
Nineties  are  going  through  difficult  times. 
™ are  the  members. 

When  trade  depression  began  many 
*oeiet!cs  had  stocks  of  goods  bought  at 
'ugh  prices  to  clear.  It  was  hard  for  them 
to  compete  with  private  traders  who  had 
made  great  profits  during  the  war  and 
could  afford  to  sell  of!  their  stocks  below 
'■oM.  Members  with  reduced  wages  or  on 
*«ort-tinie  had  little  ready  money,  and  there 
wa8  great  temptation  to  spend  it  away  from 
too  stores. 

As  unemployment  grew  worse  people  had 
'Css  and  less  money  to  spend.  Custom  fell 
and  the  competition  of  private  traders. 
f0*-  "'hat  custom  there  was  grew  more 
bitwise.  Then,  too.  in  some  places  where 
Unemployment,  is  very  bad  aud  people  have 
Jla,l  to  M'ck  relief  from  the  Guardians, 
Mue  has  been  lost  to  the  stores,  for 
oiinrdiuns'  tickets,  even  for  loyal  co- 
perators,  have  been  made  out  to  private 
fadeis.  Thus,  societies’  turnovers  have 
Rfoivn  less,  working  expenses  have  in- 
creased, until  some  have  found  themselves 
without  any  surplus  out  of  which  to  pay 
midend;  some,  like  the  C.AV.K.,  have 
»bon-n  losses. 

. Elieu  members  thrown  out  of  work  have 
tli'"' *1  0,1  ^'e'r  si,vings  it*  the  stores.  Often 
i have  lived  on  these  for  long  weeks 
in  :,PPLv'ug  'for  relief.  In  one  village 

the  north  the  works  were  closed  for  six 
muli*  before  anyone  applied  for  relief. 

■ ,s  Was  because  every  householder  in  the 
tj’ ce  "as  a co-operator  and  had  savings  in 
f,  • or<’  to  live  upon.  It  meant  a great. 
,,  'nK  to  the  local  rates,  and  ratepayers 
in  "e  thank  the  co-operative  societies 

f,,.1’?1'-''  places.  But  it  meant  less  capital 

r society. 


eight." 


Capitalists  (to  child):  ••  You  are 
too  expensive.  Your  milk  and 
education  must  he  cut  down  in  the 
interests  of  economy." 


MUST  ABOLISH 

CAPITALISM. 

TO  FULFIL  CO-OPERATIVE  IDEALS. 

Every  trailing  concern  in  tile  world  is 
foe  11, g the  effects  cf  the  trade  depression, 
and  many  capitalist  companies  are  in  a far 
worse  position  than  any  of  our  societies 
Jsome  of  our  societies  are  paying  no  divi- 
dends but  all  are  paying  interest  on  their 
capital  Many  capitalist  companies,  on  the 
other  hand,  are*  not  only  making  no  profit, 
but  are  even  having  to  suspend  pavnient  of 
interest  on  their  capital  till  more  pros- 
perous times.  When  we  say  that  a co- 
operative society  is  not  paying  dividend  it 
only  means  that  after  meeting  all  other 
fixed  charges,  including  interest  on  share 
and  loan  capital,  there  is  no  surplus;  that 
in  other  words,  members  have  paid  for 
their  goodr;  just  what  these  goods  cost  their 
society,  aud  so  there  is  no  dividend  to 
return.  The  co-opera- 
tive society  which  pays 
no  dividend  is  in  a 
perfectly  safe  and 
sound  position  so  long 
as  the  management 
committee  has  the 
courage  to  say  that 
there  is  no  surplus, 
and  there  can  bo  no 
dividend,  and  does  not. 
mislead  its  members 
b.v  paying  a dividend 
out  of  reserves.  The 
e a p i talist  company 
which  cannot  pay  in- 
terest on  its  capital  is 
in  a far  more  serious 
state. 


Workers'  Dim.Ii: 


How'  many  capitalist 
businesses,  too,  have 
gone  under  altogether 
in  these  I a s t f e w 
i , 111001118?  On  the  other 

hand,  the  C.W.S.,  though  it  made  losses, 
lias  enormous  reserves,  and  .is  one  of  the 
safest  and  soundest  businesses  in  the  world 
7, °r.  co-operators  to  think  of  withdrawing 
their  capital  from  their  own  movement  and 
investing  in  capitalist  concerns  would  be 
utterly  foolish.  Nowhere  is  it  more  seeufe 
than  in  the  co-operative  movement. 

A\  hat.  then,  can  we  do  to  help  our  move- 
ment through  its  difficulties? 

First  of  all,  courage.  Impress  upon  our- 
selves and  others  that  there  is  nothing  to 
be  afraid  of.  * 

Secondly,  determination  to  stand  loyally 
by  our  movement  and  take  our  share  in  it's 
adversity  n.s  well  as  its  prosperity. 

And  loyalty  does  not  mean  putting  up 
with  inefficiency,  accepting  poor  service,  or 
unreasonable  prices,  or  goods  that  we  do 
not  want  because  we  cannot  get  what  we  do 
want.  But  it  does  mean  remembering 
always  that  the  co-operative  movement  is 
our  own  movement.  Whenever  we  spend  a 
penny  at  a private  trader's  thnT  we  might 
spend  at  the  store,  we  are  robbing  our- 
selves. Whenever  we  buy  capitalist  goods' 
instead  of  C.W.S.  goods  we  are  robbing 
ourselves  and  putting  off  the  day  of  our 
deliverance  from  capitalism,  with  its  unem- 
ployment and  all  its  other  evils. 

; We  have  to  remember,  too.  that  in  addi- 
tion to  the  special  difficulties  of  to-day  our 
movement  has  always  to  face  the  difficulty 
of  trying  to  carry  out  its  ideals  in  the  inid.st 
of  a capitalist  system,  which  hampers  and 
holds  it  back. 

In  the  third  place  we  must  lie  up  and 
doing  to  win  back  prosperity.  We  want 
more  members  to  bring  more  trade,  and  we 
want  n larger  proportion  of  -each  member's 
trade  and  more  members  asking  for  C.W.S. 
goods.  Every  Guild  branch  should  be 
thinking  out  whitt  they  can  do  to  build  up 
the  trade  of  their  stores..  This  is  the  way 
to  get  back  our  dividends. 


' Woman's  Outlook  ” for  reliable  i 


- ®*8worth  Guild  members,  as  the  result  of 
"st  drive  and  dance,  have  forwarded 
t4J  l»e  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary. 

r,!!’'  m*»<W«5  of  Derby  is  a number  the 
p|.:i , Guild  (Derby).  She  joined  the 
292Q  " 'eu  "as  first  formed  in  April. 

hJi'  quarterly  meeting  „(  tlie  F.i, field 
Guild  branches,  a resolution  was 
against  the  education 
*v*iVti.;  Ul  • ur^n.tf  guild  members  to  do 
»*Mm„  i,u  l'ieir  power  to  prevent  this 
•u  the  report  becoming  law. 


The  members  of  the  Wiliington  Quay 
Guild  have  lire  ented  their  late  secretary 
(Mrs.  C.  M'Nair)  with  a travelling  case  ami 
Id-: use  carrier.  The  presentation  was  made 
by  Mis.  Wailes  (president),  who  spoke  of 
the  valuable  services  rendered  bv  Mrs. 
M'Nair  during  her  nineteea  /ears  in  offiie. 
Mrs.  Stoker  (treasurer)  stated  that  every 
member  of  the  Guild  had  subscribed,  which 
was  proof  of  the  good  feeling  that  evicted 
townrds  their  late  secretary.  Mrs.  M N.iir 
thanked  them  for  their  kindness,  and  said 
that  wherever  site  went  the  presents  -would 
serve  as  a constant  reminder  of  happy 
recollections. 


INTERNATIONAL  TRADE. 

THROUGH  CO-OPERATIVE  CHANNELS, 
SAY  LABOUR  WOMEN. 

“This  conference  of  working  women 
pledges  itself  to  impress  upon  the  plastic 
minds  of  the  rising  generation  a horror  of 
war  with  all  its  attendant  sufferings  aud 
In  Utah  ties.  . . It  undertakes  to  use  every 
effort  to  educate  them  in  the  knowledge  that 
the  future  peace  of  the  world  will  only  be 
brought  about  by  giving  the  right  of  self- 
determination  to  all  nations,  international 
Lee  trade,  open  diplomacy,  and  universal 

disarmament.” 

A resolution  to  this  effec  t,  standing  in  the 
name  of  the  Transport  and  General 

in  kers  I nion.  will  be  moved  at  a national 
conference  of  Labour  women  to  be  held  on 
May  9th  and  10th.  at  Leamington  Spa. 

Other  resolutions  to  be  discussed  demand 
the  recognition  of  Russia;  aid  for  famine 
victims  on  the  lines  of  Dr.  Nansen’s  request- 
the  adoption  of  the  Washington  Conven- 
tions relating  to  maternity  and  hours;  and 
the  icstoratiou  oi  international  trade 
through  co-operative  channels. 

On  domestic  questions,  education  and 
housing  appear  to  be  uppermost  in  the 
mmds  of  Labour  women.  Mitcham  Labour 
Party  demands  mothers'  pensions.  The 
National  l moil  of  Distributive  and  Allied 
Workers  deplores  the  lot  of  women  indus- 
trial workers,  many  of  whom,  voteless  and 
unorganased.  are  at  the  merev  of  unscru- 
pulous employers  who  force  down  wages. 


We  acknowledge  with  thanks  a donation 
ol  2s.  (id.  from  Mrs^  Harvey  (Market  Bos- 
worth)  for  the  Russian  Relief  Fund,  which 
lias  been  forwarded  to  the  right  quarter. 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND 
NEAR. 


Mrs.  Batty,  secretary  of  the  Killnmarsh 
Guild,  and  wife  of  the  local  society's 
manager,  is  the  first  woman  to  be  elected 
to  the  Kilhimarsh  Parish  Council.  She  has 
been  a social  worker  for  many  years. 

An  address  on  'Women:  l’.i-i  and 

Present  " was  recently  given  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Middleton  .Junction  Guild  by 
.Mr.  Holmes,  who  spoke  of  t h«>  struggle 
women  had  had  to  take  their  phu  • with  men 
in  any  sphere  of  life*. 

The  Cumberland  District  Conference  was 
recently  held  at  Cleator  Moor,  when  Mr. 
Howie  (district  Parliamentary  organiser), 
who  had  been  addressing  different  branches 
during  the  week,  spoke  on  “ Parliamentary 
Representation  for  Co-operators."  The 
attendance  was  good,  and  much  interest  was 
taken  in  the  discussion. 

The  Barry  Public  Health  Committee  on 
Thursday,  last  week,  received  a letter  from 
the  Barry  Dock  Guild  regarding  the  rerent 
revelations  as  to  the  milk  sold  in  the  dis- 
trict, urging  the  authorities  to  prosecute, 
and  in  the  interests  of  the  community  to 
consider  a municipal  milk  supply.  Mr  R. 
V/.  Hall,  the  dairy  cows  inspector,  said  tho 
condition  of  the  cowsheds  of  some  of  the 
farms  wus  " simply  horrible,"  whilst  tho 
places  in  which  the  milk  was  stored  were  far 
from  ideal.  Dr.  P.  W.  Kent  (Medical  Officer 
or  Health)  said  that  after  straining  the  milk 
supplied  to  the  local  hospitals,  it  was  found 
to  be  filthy.  It  was  decided  to  reply  to  tho 
Barry  Dock  Guild  that,  pending  the  passage- 
of  the  Milk  Bill,  the  committee' -was  doing 
all  that  was  possible  within  its  limited 
powers. 
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THE  QUALITY  LINE.  + * 4- 

SILVER  SEAL 
MARGARINE 

Made  from  the  FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS. 

Specially  refined.  ::  Churned  with  RICH 

CHESHIRE  MILK.  Mixed  with  the  maxi- 
mum quantity  of  BEST  BUTTER  allowed 
by  law.  ::  Manufactured  by  BRITISH 

::  ::  CO-OPERATIVE  LABOUR. 


BETTER  than  Cheap  Butter  of  Inferior 
— - Quality.  


JmmoonmoDaDDca 


□□□aoDDam 


mOBDODOODaaDDOODDDDDQODDQljaDaOJDC 

TYNESIDE  CO-OPERATORS 

ARE  INVITED  TO  THE 

Co-operative  Homes 
Exhibition, 

— AT  — 

C.W.S.  FURNISHING  SHOWROOM, 
::  Thornton  Street,  NEWCASTLE.  :: 

OPEN  DAILY  rill  SATURDAY,  April  8th, 
from  9 a.m.  to  5 p m. 

FREE  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

GDQOCOajmDDaOGaDDOCXrDDOCiD^^ 
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April  1, 


CALENDAR. 


APRIL'. 

^ ...ii.  wv4*rn  Section  (Oldham  District).— 
Special  ( < inference  of  Secretaries.  .Managers. 
■„,d  Management  Committees.  under  tin. 
nuspices  ol  the  Oltlltnm  Equitable  Society, 
at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  tor  discussion:  the 

Present  Economic  Position  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Movement."  Address  by  Mr.  A.  Hyud 
(secretary.  Fails  worth  Society). 

Wiole-suli*  Society.— Divisional  Meetings : In 

the  Society's  Premises,  West  Blandford- 

th^CaiMW^  Hull.  Half  Moon 

Passage,  Duncan-slieet,  London,  fc.,  at  2 

run.  In  the  Town  Hall.  Worksop,  at  3 p.m. 
In  the  People's  Hall,  10.  Albion-- 
at  3 p.m.  In  the  Mitchell  Me 

Balloon-street,  Manchester,  at  3 p. 

t lie  Co-operative  Hall,  C'urann-sTtce 
port,  at  2-30  p.m.  In  tlje  Soviet 
liaises,,  Bisiud  Quay.  Bristol,  at  2 t 
-■  ictv's  l'ret 


mortal  Itall, 


. Mary -street.  Cat 


dill. 


uilcl. — Oldliam  District  Conference 
"in'  tile  Society's  Hull.  Roy  ton.  at  3 p.m 
Subject  for  disen-slon  : ''  Women  on  ( o 

operative  Boards  and  Committees.  Speaker 
Mrs.  Blair.  C.C. 

Butchers'  Retail  Assaeiation.— Meetn 
Co-operative  Primi.-**,  D<fwnmg-st 
wick.  Manchester,  at  3 p.m. 

North-Western  Educational  Association  (Oltl- 
i,  ini  Grcup).— Conference  in  Hie  Equitable 
Society's  Hall,  Greenacres  Hill,  Oldham,  at 
* n in.  Subject  for  discussion  : ln<er.- 

lial  Co-operation."  Speaker,  Mr.  L. 


n the 
Ard- 


Ellts. 


in  the 
set,  ,M a n - 


..  Wholesale  Ss-icty. —General  jl|l'‘.‘(tng. 

Mitchell  Memorial  Hall.  Balloon-stn 
Chester,  at  2. p, tit.  ■ 

\y en's  Guild.— Mid-Durham  District  Confer - 

“ " j„  the  K.dgat  Hall,  Bithcp  Auckland. 

at  2-15  ir.iiiT  Subject  fort  discussion  : 
••  Wom.-ti  on  t^o-operutive  and  Other  Culilie 
Bodies."  Speaker,  Mis.  Hnthnni  (Dar- 
lington. - 

10  M.  Edt’.catic) ffl  Fellowship  (Manchester  Branch) 

Cm:  'hiding  Iv.ctun-  ft  Senes  on  Rvvillu- 
tionafv  Theories,  at  Holycakc  House.  Mitn- 
che-  (e'l'.  at '7-15  p.m.  Subject:  " Co-opt  ra- 
- ticn."  Lecturer;  Mr.  W.  P.  Watkins. 

19  W Women's  Guihl.-South-Eastern  ^cticnal  C-n- 
feivnee  in  Cfe  Assembly  Hall.  £9.  l.enmn. 
streel.  I.ondlm,  s.\  2-30  p.m.  Subject  lor  dis- 
cussion : " Unemployment  and  Cn-opc-nt 
Trade."  Speaker,  Mrs. 
secretary-ad.  the  Guild). 


Barton  (ussial 


EASTERTIDE. i ARRANGEMENTS. 

All  Co-oper.itora  are  invjtsd  to  attend  the 

12th  EASTER  WEEK-END  for  CO-OPERATORS, 
to  bo  held  ot  GLOUCESTER,  Iron.  Th«nd,».  «prd  »IJ.  “ 
Hond.y,  April  llih.  H22-  Week-end  Bookings  will  be 
made  by  ltailway  Companies. 

CodI63  o(  the  Programme  (illustrated)  can.  be  ob- 
tained on  application,  from  Mr.  C.E.  WoOd.  s”c®t®'Y• 
Education  Department.  Co-operative  Union  Limited, 
Holyoakc  House,  Hanovtr  Street,  Manchester. 


A CO-OPERATIVE  UNIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIP. 

Present  Value  about  £ 125  per  annum. 

THE  NEXT  EXAMINATION 

for  the  Hughe#'  Scholarship,  tenable  f- r 
three  years  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  w.ll 
be  held  In  May- 

Candidates  (males  only)  must  be  between  the  ages 
Of  16  and  21.  Full  particulars  of  these  scholarships 
can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  C.  K.  Wood,  Secretary, 
Education  Department,  Co-operative  Union  Limited, 
Holyoake  House,  Hauover  Street,  Manchester. 


National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society  Ltd. 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS. 

The  Dewsbury  Pioneers’ 
Industrial  Society  Ltd. 

respectfully  requests  the  support  of 
Shareholding  Societies  oh  behalf  of 

Mr. 

Benjamin  Turner, 

a thorough  Co-operator,  with  many 
years*  administrative  experience,  and 
a prominent  Trade  Unionist,  with 
experience  in  an  administrative 
capacity  for  25  years. 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
4 ALLIED  WORKERS-TheN.U.D. A. W. 


THE  NEW  DftWN” 

The  *’  Readab'e  ' Trad:  Union 
Taper.  Published  fortnightly 
|(on  Saturdays).  P»ce  2d-, 
from  bnn-h  jeerararies.  or  >d. 

post  bee  Ifom  Central  Office— 
"Oakley,  WilmJcw  Road. 
Fallowfield.  Mam-heiler- 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


TONFKLTIONER  Wanted; 


■ let  to 


of  fancy  -goods.— Applicui 
2 required,  enclosing  l oiiie- 
iocietv  Limited.  . piirton-on- 
" Confectioner." 


FVI.DE  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 

LI.M  ITED  ( I* ton-st  reel . Kirkb.mnl.-W.mted  a 

Oioiougi.lv  competent  GENERAL  and  GROCERY  MAN- 
ACER  - and  BUYER 
1.000  members;  annual 


Al-  » 


(.able 


eflloii 


Applications,  statin 
licit  the  Societ 


mover  last  12  months  £65.000. 
it  GENERAL  SEC  RETAltV. — 
i,  experience,  qualifications,  it'., 
t later  than  Monday.  April  3rd. 


o\K. 


•f  the  best  ciu:t:g 
Ireland  shipping  Nprtli 
nil  Hams  Requires  a hurt 
AGENT  who  travels  the  Bar 
regularly;  applicant  must  gi> 
how  often  he  sc<*  his  princip, 
and  towns  covered.  An  op- 
Yorkshire.— M'Hkxky  and  Mag 


..uses  in  the  North  of 
of  Ireland  Roll  Bacon 
-w.  iking  COMMISSION 
-lev  and  Shellield  area 
• full  part  it 


,ii:g  also  i 
link,  Clone 

CONFECTIONER  Wan 

ienux,  meringues,  c 
permanency- — Apply. 


North-Eas 


t.d. 


refs. 


ugrapher:  i 
-Box  67, 


DISTANT;  aged  32;  . 
nee  first  band  in  cs 
refill,  accurate  dispon 


-opeuui 


• Net 


M i 


lifelor 


o-opefal  i \ 


■nee;  aged 
all-round 
with  Strat- 


Manager 

•50;  gi<  . . 

knowledge  of  co-operative  bu- 

ford  Society  (London);  buying  experience. — a.  *>-. 
42.  .Highbury  Gardens.  Seven  Kings,  Essex. 

TING  OPENING  DRV  G 
3IENTS. — There  fs  big  money  to  be  made 
wlieu  run  on  Original  Drug  Company  Line-.  A 
FULLY-QC  A LIFTED  CHEMIST1  - nnd  DRUGGIST  and 
OPTICIAN  UFFERS  HIS  SERVICES;  20  years'  quali- 
fied managerial  exjierience  with  leading  drug  com- 
panies and  private  businesses  . in  London  and  pro 
Vinces;  4 tears'  wholesale  experience;  inside  know- 
ledge of  the  trade  and  market-:  complete  photographic 
knowledge:  exceptional  Organising  expansion  and  sell- 
ing ability,  combined  with  initiative;  able  to  intro- 
duce profitable  selling  specialities;  a proved  dividend 


ref6rei:i 


• 41. 


moiling  4 cben 
unqualified  n» 
— Further  detail- 


with  i 


Holding  depart- 
operative  society. 

Also  a FIRST 
ceptional  ability; 
,11,-,.  to  Box  71. 


INSPECTOR  i 


ag  ■< 


36  years 


-\\7 ANTED.  Situation  by  well-experienced  MAN  a- 
MANAGER  or  MANAGING-SECRETARY  to 
small  .- vt-ieiv : splendid  testimonials;  borne  btmnlicH 
preferred;  at  liberty  one  week  from  appointment;  in- 
quiries solicited. — Address,  “ MitUonder,"  "Co-opera- 


1 Office 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A 


T CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
MANAGER  for  Bakery  D. 


-date 


u so;1  member-hip  1.8C0-  — 
me  s'  required;  and  copies 
the  Society's  Office, 
lot  litter  (hull  Monday 


'tment;  g< 

and  well-appointed  bnkehr. 

Applications,  staling  age,  w 
of  two  recent  testimonials,  t, 

33.  Chapel-street,  Totlingtot 
next.  April  3rd,  endorsed  " Bakery  Alarng-i. 

I HE  Hastings  Society  wishes  to  than):  the  80  nppif- 
. ants  for  GENERAL  MANAGER,  which  has  now 
tilled. 


FJUI 


of  GROCERY  BRANCH  MANAGERS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  WHOLESALE  SOCIETY. 
Election  of  Directors. 

The  Commitlee  of  the  SOUTHAMPTON 
SOCIETY  desire  to  slate  that  through  a 
misunderstanding  the  Nomination  of 

Mrs.  E.  PALMER 

was  omitted  this  quarter. 

WM.  RD.  OLNEY. 

1 Seerrfarv.  Southampton  Co-operatioe  Society. 


Are  You  One  of  Them? 

"Everything  connected  with  ycur  splendid  meaezice 
it  of  such  a high  order  that  I (eel  very  strongly  thet 
it  shsuld  he  in  the  bonds  of  all  calling  themselves 
progressive,  and  certainly  every  co-operator." 

- .1  Pjtl(tlone  Reader  on  the  " Mitigate  Monthly." 


iperutive  Society  Ltd.  desti 

_ ....  _rl nts  for  tlie  position  of 

nd  DRAPERY  MANAGER,  and  to  intims 
has  been  tilled. 

lfill 


es  to  thank 
CLOTHING 
te  that  the 


heap.  We 
LIES.— Send 
Btisl  ul-strect . 


inhersj  ( 


ROLL  DESK.  5ft.  by 
on  desk,  to  be  sold 
OFFICE  StTP- 


I.A.SS  BANKER': 
ilica  of  ptose-nt. 

ilso  supply  all  - 

our  inquiries,  The  Midland  Woodworkers. 
Birtilii  giiuin. 


’.—The 


ty.  Sign  Se 

CALVES.— St 


itv  Sign  Sen 
now  removed  *to  extern 
DISPLAY  LETTERING ; 
ci.mpleie  business  out  til 
instruction,  5-.  6tl.  po, 
Wravsbttrv.  Bucks. 


■operative 
, for  the 
Ac.),  and 


THE  Committee  i 

Society  desire  to  thitfik  all  appltc 
on  of 'BRANCH  MANAGER  (Prnper.v, 

that  an  appointment  lias  been  made. 

r ANTED,  MANAGER  for  General  Grapery,  in- 
, T eluding  (Fitts'  tbit  fitting  and  Bespoke  1 tittle ; 
iincrt  wir.dow-dresser  essential;  N.U.C.O.  scale;  last 
half-veai 's  «t!e.s  £12,500;  slate  full  experience,  age, 
'n  tied,  ami  when  al  liberty;  none  but  progressive 

need  Applv.— Applications  received  not  inter  than 

Thursday,  April  6th,  endorse  envelope- 
ager,”  t’o-ope  lit  live  Societ-  ’ 

Stafford. 


BULL'  CALVES.— Several  good  BULL  CALVES  for 
SALE;  >ired  by  pedigree  bull  out  of  1,000  gallon 
dairy  cows—  Full  particulars  on  application  to  W. 
II  El.GiK,  Birmtnglmm  Industrial  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  lea  Farm.  Lett  Marston,  Mmwortb.  near 
Blrminghaju.  ' 

Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real  tbjng, 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter, 
soecial  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  oti  appli- 
Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
■iety  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell— trtet,  Exeter.  

I.VREE. — POCK  EL'  RUBBER  STAMP  ot  your  name  and 
' address;  also  particulars  of  money  making  epaie- 
ngency.— E.  RntiFORD,  8 and  9,  Snow  Jlill,  London. 

ONE-TON  MOTOR  DELIVERY  VAN  ("  Thorney- 
croft  " 2 cyl.,  1913)  for  SALE;  overhauled  lust 
year;  suitable  for  country  work.— For  price  and  par- 
ticulnrs.  apply.  Leeds  Industrial  Society  Ltd.,  Album- 
LbCds.  — 


FOREMAN  BAKER  and 
• but  thorouglily  efficient 
met.  nucu  u,.,...,  staling  age.  exf>erienc«, ' Wages  re- 
quired, witlL  two  recent  tesrainonials.— Application^  to 
Ku  in  liy  Tuesday,  April  4th,  Enderby  C-o-operativ 


, The  Cross,  Enderby,  t 


r Leiceeter.' 


Society  Ltd. 

I'M  T ANTED,  BREAD  DELIVERER;  one  who  can 
VY  drive  a 1-ton  "Ford"  motor  van.  and  capable 
trade  union  rate  of  wages, 
perienee,  witli  two  recent 
• ' by  Tuesday,  April 


of  doing  minting  repairs 
apply,  stating  age  and 

tedi’inoniols.— Applications  ...  — — - - ; 

4th,  Eaiderbv  Co-oiicratiy|  Society  Ltd.,  The  ( ross, 

Enderby.  near  1-eicestcr.  

-WTgr  \NTED.  t.V  the  LltllelH.rnilgll  Co  operative  s- 
YY  cietv  MAN  to  manage  Fish  Department;  appli- 
cants must'  he  competent  to  manage  both 
dried  fish  business,  and  have  a knowledge  of  bujjng.- 
Applicalioii-s.  stuting  experience-,  age,  wages  reqitiien. 
&{..  to  reacti  ll^'ttU'-s  of  the  Society  not  later  than 

Monday,  April  

ANTED,  Fl  KNlSinN G MANAGER  and  .BUYER  ; 
\\  -must  be  tborougl.lv  competent  m all  tranche* 
„f  the  trade;  turnover  last  year  £10.600.-AppltcaDons. 
elating  age  and  wuges  required,  to  he  in  not  later 


operative  Society  1 


tg-wv  ANTED,  GENERAL  MANAGER  for  Grocery,  Agri- 
W cultural,  and  Coal  Departments,  with  three 
bra  relies;  pr^e.d  annual  -sties  £103,000.  applicants  to 
smte  age.  experience,  qualification*,  salary  expected, 
date  when  free,  and  enclose  coptea  of  testimonials 
Addressed  to  Secretory,  Lisburn  Co-Operative  Society 
Limited,  Lisburn',  Ireland. 

ANTED  'LADY  CLERK,  thoroughly  experiemed 
X\  in  . co-operative  liookkeepiog ; knowledge  of 
National  HealUi  Insurance  agency  w.flk  and 
life  claims;  ahorthnnd-ty pist  essential  — Apply , stating 
age.  C«dory  required,  length  of  ^^.ce  aqd  g.v.ng 
references,  to  tManoging  Secretary.  Co-operatlte  Society, 

Maldon,  Essex.  

LADY  to  open  and  lake 
„ country  branch;  drapery, 

tioote  croc.kerv,  and  hardware.— Applicant*  to  state 
age.  experience,  and  wages  required  Managing 

Secretary,  Co-operative  Soiuety.  Salisbury. 

ASSISTANT  lor  ( hi- 
itating  age,  ex|>erience^  aud^  qoaji- 


able  i 


: Bai 


NT  ED,  a smart,  eitergel 
tral  Butchery  Departine 
m.— Apply,  stating  ag-, 
■ t-s  tlie  ’Clie*terfield  C* 
Chesterfield. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


4 SSISTANTS  MANAGERS.  BUYERS.  WARB- 

A HOUSEMEN.  CLERKS.  PACKERS,  and  PORTEHS. 

— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  -or  women  wi 
good  references,  for  any  di-tnbutive  department.  appi>. 
Jobs  Tl'BXBR,  Geueral  Secretary.  National  Ainalgamatea 
Union.  Shop  MAm  "* 

Dilke  House,  Malet -street,  London,  W.C.l.  

any  part  or  England  or 

era  live  Baker*  of  any  grade 

\V.  BtyrlEi.ti.  General  S-cre- 
Ilf  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
:et,  London,  S.W. 


B 


KERS— Societies 


requested  to  apply 

'.  Amalgamated  t'nifl 

ioners,  67,  Sydiiev-sl 


B 


KERY 


ALLIED 


rv,  with  *pqcinl 
y trade.  Desire.* 
SSISTANT-MAX 


iXAGERS 

aged  30  years,  te 
experience,  justr  completed  three  ye 
important  technical  school  in  clienn* 
reference  to  requirementa  of  tlie  bake 
APPOINTMENT  in  Laboratory  or  a.-  . 

\GER  or  FOREMAN  in  large  bakery 
all  bakers'  -and  confectioner*'  raw  material-,  t-*  tlioreugn 
chemical  analvsts;  salary  required  £4  j>er  week  oi 

oft-r.-Box  72/  " Co-operative  New:-,"  Manch-ter. 

\KERY  ‘MANAGER  I'-,.  - i Ht\., I : t.  i 

preferred;  young,  energetic;  good  ongantser; 
used  to  Urge  trade  and  all  k.ruD  of  Perkins  plant  and 
ovens . take  complete  charge  of  both  bread  and  eon 
feetionerv  department ; buying,  staff,  transport,  book* , 
rxcv-ll-nt'  r-A'.oI — Box  70,  ' t'.*-operjuve  Sew*,''  M i- 


ra / COMPLETE.— 
Z/m  TEM.— " Prit 
road,  Blackpool. 


27, 


Mad. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 

" ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

under  Ideal  Trade  Union  ( onditiotis.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 

TOT  ANTED.  CHECK-ISSUING  NATIONAL  CA8H 
X\  REGISTER;  in  perfect  order. — Co-operative 

Society  Ltd..  Bgremont.  Cumb. 

«7\STED  a"  Uo-operatore  when  in  I-eetls  to  DINE 
XX  ' at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  a 
RestauranUy  ,g  R.g,it>  Prices  ore  «*?>'«' 

Note  the  Address : ALBION  SI  REST. 


Co-operativi 

Printing 

Society 

Election. 

The  Committee  of  th* 

Hyde  Equitabl* 

Co-operative 

Society 


WILLIAM  ARDERN,  J.P. 

<Ex-Pritid:nt  of  the  Society', 

for  tha  Hoard  of  theCo-opo-ative  Printing  Siolcty  Ltd 
be  ievioR  hint  to  ba  a thoroughly  qualified  and  suitable 
candidate  for  that  poslih  n. 

His  business  ability,  ns  well  as  ids  special  knowledge 
of  the  trade, will  m ike  him  an  acquislt  on  to  tho  Board. 

Couuct  1 >r  Ardcrn  is  u practical  printer,  and  er- 
secretnry  of  the  Hydo  itpd  Dentou  Branch  of  the 
Typogroi  Ideal  Association  ; he  is  also  resident  of  die 
Hyde.  Dontou,  and  Distiiel.  Trades  and  Lilbour  Council, 
nu.l  a member  ot  tin?  Hyde  Borough  Edneatlou  Com- 
mittcc. 

Ln  tit  t three  Inst  t-Ieetious  he  was  the  highest 
unsuccessful  'candidate. 

We  h&vo  every  confidence  in  recommend iug  Conn, 
cillor  Ardern  for  your  suffrage,  and  sltall  ealeamli* 
favour  to  hear  from  you. 

p.p.  The  Committee  of  Management. 
ROUEKT  Itoau,  S<-,  i,-tor> 

Stockport  Ci-opcrMivi 
Society  Limited. 

Election  of 
Directors : 
Co-operative 
Printing 
Society  Ltd., 

Manchester  District. 

Reserve  One  Vote  for 

Frank  Butterworth, 

The  Nominee  of  the  Stock;  ort  Society. 

Mr.  Butterworth  lias  been  a member  of  our 
Management  Committee  forborne  yearu  He 
has  twenty  years  of  practical  Co  op-ra  ivo 
experience  to  his  credit,  nnd  at  the  present 
time  he  holds  the  position  ot  Assistant  Agency 
Manager  to  the  Co-operative  I nsuianec Society. 

VOTE  for  BUTTERWORTH, 

who  has  a Co-operative  Conscience,  and  the 
•nergy  and  ability  to  serve  you. 


r SEED  POTATOES.  King  F/lward, 
last  war's  Scotcti  seed  (F.O.R.). 
WARE  POTATOES,  King jEdward.^  £10  per 


Scot.  £8  per  t 


; Kerr's  Pink,  £5  5*.  per  t 


hag*  free!— Enderby  Co-operative  Society 
Croat-,  Enderby,  near  Leicester. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted,  manufac- 
turing gOUlETY  LIMITED. 

Maker*  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 
Deportments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Address,  Fclton  Street.  Bradi-ohd,  Yorks.  Tel.  No-  836. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


■tOirniERN  C'O-OPKRAl  It  E ENTER  TAIMIENT 
5 AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.O.C  ).— Write  for  artistes 
R HiBBBRt).  66.  Greot  Prescott-street,  London,  E.1- 
A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMIC'S."  Always 
.iiccess.  - A show  built  to  please.  |'e1P*'r' 
■ terms  mod— 16.  War  wick-street,  Hulnie, 
Manciieeter. — Tel.  1163  Central. 


W 


HOSIERY 
AND 

UNDERWEAR. 

Mannfactnred  by  the 

WIGST0N  HOSIERS  Ltd.. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society  Ltd. 
ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Th«  Prcstwich  Co-Of«rativt  A Industrial  Society  Ltd, 
have  nominated 

Mr.  R.  H.  Whittaker 

(Member  of  the  Board  of  Management  for  tho 
past  ten  years)  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  otir  late  representative,  Mr. 
Oswald  Lees. 

We  solicit  your  Vole  on  the  following 
grounds : — 

We  are  one  of  (lie  Oldest  Shareholders. 

Our  nominee,  the  late  Mr.  Oswalt!  Is-es, 
faithfully  served  you  for  43  years. 

Our  Mr.  Whittaker' is  a worthy  successor  to 
our  late  representative,  and 
abili.y,  experience,  and  sound  judgment. 
It  is  to  your  interest  to  support  continuity 
of  (Jood  and  Efficient  Service. 

Thin  leservc'One  Vote  for  R.  H.  WHITTAKER- 

p.p.  The  Board  of  Management, 

James  Kowi.and,  General  Htc. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PRINTING  SOCIETY 
ELECTION. 

The  Mo.sloy  Industrial  Co  opeeatlra 

deaira  to  remind  ahsreholder#  tuat  their  n 
time  13  ♦)>  -wide"''. 


FRANKLIN  LAWTIJ. 

a real  live  »n«  'Qew™S5l  •* 


ment.  with  over  tweuty-: 


co-operative  official- 

HE  IS  WORTH  YOOB  VOTE- 

B.  BaotvitsT.  Htcrti* 


A.mr.  I.  19®. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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Aids 

Diges 


ti&n, 


Eat  plenty  of  HOVIS  Bread-and- 
Butter  find  you'  Cart  Wget  *? 
digestive  troubles*,.  ■ - 


Flour  lias  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tisstie-.vyaslc,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  llie  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HOVIS  Is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


YOCR  BAKER  BAKES  IT. 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEBOPE 

Brand. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The  ' ~ 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd„  London,  W.l. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

— FOR  - 

AUTOMATIC 
BREAD  PLANTS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH,! 

Tthphone : PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegrams : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

H«d  Office.:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.  2.  Works:  W ILLE5DEN 
JUNCTION.  LONDON.  N.W.  10.  4nd  PETERBOROUGH.  Branches:  70.  WELLINGTON 
STREET.  GLASGOW;  72.  • QUEEN  SQUARE.  BRISTOL. 


— V>6e  Reliable  3iome  2D  yes. 


: DRUMMER 
I DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  a\  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


B Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

1 ' BRITISH  MADE.- EDGES.  BOLTON. 

1 • ■ Mahers  of  Edges'  “2Dolly  fBlue"  dr  “2Do11y  Gream.’ 


A OOWrESTIONfcRV  CABINET  Ask  for  “BEE  RIVE”  Brand 


Add  rets  : SPEHOPF.  BOOT  MANUF  \CTUIIERS 
, LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 

HOLYOAKE  BBAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  yotir  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 

Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 

" X.L,’’  " Ecelca,"  “Climax,"  andotheY  Check  Sysieins 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System  : No  Posting.  Save9  time.  Greatest 

accuracy.  Saves  Mouey. 

118,  CORPORATION  ST..  MANCHESTER. 
Branches  : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


T.H.TQNGE 


Bakery  Fitter; 

PENDLETON. 

Established  1887. 


I&U 


Is  the  BOO<5  for 

y w BO>IS  w 
I Smxrt : Reliable  ] 
i] K • .Best  Value  : ,&r 

w wA Wt  ly  tlu  D 

Crompton.  Boot  A Wte, 

Sc — U.  \\  jihj , 


u 


Cbe  ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement, 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps.  , 

The  only  Makers  In  the 
Alovement, 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtiofs,  Graadrcllis,  Flanatlettr, 
Silesixs,  Lincnetlcs,  Lustres,  & Silkctcen  Litiinfi ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester* 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station.  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L;  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Goi.p.  Croquet. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Golt  Links. : 

For  particulars  Apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress.  Culcjieth  Hall. 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 


! Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 

| Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  J-S  : ; Moderate  in  Price. 

MANV.  ACTVKn  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bea  Hive  Works,  Droyladon. 

Wf  A lVITTK?  1Tb  All  Co-operMora  6’ 
* * X A JLaL/j  Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  tlioir  Stores  for 

Self-Help  Br0V  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Sicitty  Lid.,  Park  Mills,  Ltik:  Staffontslure. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hund  or  Machine  nxe.  Boot-Closluff 
TMdsf.  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twiit,  Ac.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops.  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trioiraiiiga 
A^tnts  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Maker»oLtlie  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-rnto  Footwear. 

AU  Goods  Stamped  with  itho  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  k38u  Cloths 

can  be  purchased^hroygh  any 
Co-operative  rStyctely. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD* 

nosa  

Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PAGOMA  (Rcgd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  .Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  .Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


1*0 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  svell-knowa 
CO-OPKRATIYK 
BRAND 


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A.  GDARAXTKK 
OF  QUALITY 
and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
'CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 
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‘nothing  like 

COSO  COCOA 

A REAL  FOOD-BEVERAGE. 


Free  Mustard  Pots 
;*d  Spoons  for 


Bk  it  known  unto  all  co-operators 
who  are  concerned  with  the  progress 
of  the  movement  that  there  is  a co- 
operative CANNERY  AT  YARMOUTH 
—and  that  that  co-operative  cannery 
cannot  can  for  everybody  unless  every- 
body can  place  an  order. 

It  is  owned  by  the  co-operators  of 
this  country  ; and  they  know  its  pro- 
ducts are  of  good  repute.  They  are 
real  value-food  value,  money  value. 
The  Co-operative’ Cannery  is  concerned 
with  the  Wheatsheaf  Paste  in  GLASS 
CONTAINERS  with  metallic  lids  that 
can  be  exchanged  for  valuable  spoons. 

The  Wheatslxf  af  fish  and  meat  pastes 
are  prepared  at  the  C.W.S..  Cannery  at 
Yarmouth  ; apd  are  packed  in  an 
artistic  glass  'container  of  capital  pro- 
portions, admirably  adaptable  to  the 
purposes  of  the  table.  With  each  glass 
container 

IS  GIVEN  A GLASS  LID 

• fitting  into  the  container,  and  so  pro- 
viding an  article  for  domestic  service, 
i.e.,  a mustard  pot.-  This  is  a really 
- effective  addition  to  the  value  of  the 
purchase  ; the  glass  container  thus 
becomes  something  of  household  value. 
Ajul  the  metallic  lid  bearing  the  Wheat- 
sheaf  brand  has  value. 

IE  housewives  GET  INTO  THE 
HABIT  of  purchasing  a .glass  of  Wheat- 
sheaf paste  every  time  they  visit  the 
stores  they  will  soon  possess  half-a- 
dozen  of  these  lids  ; and  then  they  can 
exchange  them  for  a useful  spoon, 
and  so  secure  a delightfully  useful 

MUSTARD  POT  FOR 
NOTHING. 

All  vou  have  to  do  is  to  get  half-a- 
dozen  ‘(6)  of  the  metallic  lids  from  the 
glass  containers  and  send  them  to  the 
C.W.S. Cannery,  King  Street,  Yarmouth. 
Then  a spoon  will  be  forwarded  you, 
post  free,  and  your  mustard  pot  will  be 
complete.  Ask  the  shop  assistant  about 
it ; for  every  co-operative  manager  will 
be  explaining  the  plan  to  all  who  sell  the 
Wheatsheaf  Fish  and  Meat  Pastes. 

Now  these  Wheatsheaf  Fish  and  Meat 
Pastes  are  of  infinite  variety  ; and  can 
be  obtained  at  all  stores — north,  south, 
east,  and  west ; in  Lancashire  as  well 
as  in  Lambeth ; in  Cumberland  as 
easily  as  in  Camberwell ; in  Durham 
as  in  Dorset.  The  business  in  such 
productions  is  chiefly  in  the  south  and 
the  midlands.  It  is  growing  in  the 
north  ; it  can  become  a big  thing  if 
managers  will  show  the  posters  and  the 
glasses  and  make  the 

WHEATSHEAF  FISH  AND 
MEAT  PASTES 

as  popular  as  are  the  Jennie  Brand  of 
Herrings inTomato  and  the  Norfolk  soups 
Here  is  a list  of  the  co-operative  pro- 
ductions glassed  in  the  Wheatsheaf 

[Continued  in  last  column.] 


Amu.  1.  1VJ_* 


ASK  p0p 

CRUMPSALL  BISCUITS 

They  ere  "IT" 


« 

ElAW 

> 

OLIStll 

BEST 

|for  boots 

Ask  to  See  These  at  Your  Store. 


YOU  WANT  LAYERS 


I immediate  Despatch. 


Record  Laying  Strains. 


Aak  your  Store  Manuger  for  a Price  List ; if  there  is  any  difficulty  unit  to  C .11  J$. 
Came  awl  Poultry  Section,  Hanover  Street,  Manchester,  for  a copy. 


[Continued  from  first  column.] 

container  that  gets  its  lid  at  ll\& 
store  : — 

Meat  Pastes. 

Chicken  and  Ham  Beef 

Turkey  and  Tougue  Wild  Duck 

Chicken.  Ham,  & Tongue  Game 
Tongue 
Ham 

Pish  Paste 

Salmon 

Salmon  and  Shrimp 
Salmon  and  Anchovy 
Bloater 
Shrimp 

There  should  be  NO  DIM-ICI  1,1V 
IN  GETTING  ANY  OF  TIIKSK 
Wheatsheaf  brands  from  the  local  store. 
If  they  have  sun  out  of  supplies  just 
order  the  particular  paste  you  require; 
and  tell  the  shopman  you  will  lake  it 
the  following  week.  It  can  be  obtained 
without  delay  from  the  C.W.S.  Preserved 
Food  and  Fish  Cannery.  94‘9S-  kin«‘ 
Street,  Great  Yarmouth,  to  which 
address,  or  to  the  Fish  Section  at  Man- 
chester, orders  from  societies  should  be 
sent. 


Grouse 
Mixed  Viands 

Kippers 
• Lobster 
Crab 
Anchovy 


THEN  GET  THEM  FROM  THE 

C.W.S.  BIRDIE  BROW  POULTRY  FARM, 

WHERE  THERE  1 5 A BLEEDING  STOCK  OF  PRIZE  STRAIN  BIRDS. 

DAY-OLD  CHICKS  —SITTING  EGGS  — 


C.W.S.  SKIRTS, 

8s.  lid. 


[Concluded  from  last  week.] 

Co-opkiutoks  will"  liHVe  the 
of  tire  depreciation  of  stocks— a L"  lllil 
should  interest  the  newspaper  scriliei  whu 
magnified  our  losses.  They  l'11'  .,  , 
magnify  Hi*  Rain.  » % 

members  who  obtain  these  30, Dim  ’wn*; 
Tliev  must  all  be  cleared  early  ; i«i*-niber» 
should  give  their-  orders,  and  "'Hun 


should  give  then-,  oraers,  . ....  ■ 

fortnight  every  drapery  window  sImiiM 
filled  witlt  ('.W.S.  skirts  ,u  1,,,T 


should  be  emptied 


_ s at  Hs.  1 1 * I 
i few  days 


IF 


(1)  Manager,  will  have  

of  these  a peril.  1 skirts  ■*  • < * 

grocery  brunches  where  the  * 

everv  week.  • 

(*2)  Utilise  the  society's  usual  n.lver- 
thing  spaces  for  the  anndttnWIW.Is- 
(•  W.S.  is  supplying  the  skats 
reasonable  allowance  that  will  ' 
societies  to  <lo  their  own  pushing,  •»« 
.would  with  wares  from  a jlon-c.i-o|ii ri 
works ; and 

(:t)  Make  n hold  window  di.pl, a.  "'"(A 
their  shop  assistants  to  tiring  ' '''  ■ j jf 

skirts  at  K».  lid.  In  Hu,  notice  nl  all 
members.  . t 

Now.  Indies,  get  i, long  anil  • h-.i  » 
30.000  hkirts,  and  so  »elp  to  i 
Broughton  mantle  taetory  ft  Mat 

would  urge  lie  1,1  ■ 

Inn, Is.  the  North-h.tst  and  el-  »'  h 
order  without  delay,  for  then,  an  ' 
drapery  stores  within  n -Jl.-mil.  '• 
the  hig  ti-ivns  to  sell  tlw  whole  nl  " 
if  trade  were  rioriu.u- 
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METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  CW.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


INTERVIEW  WITH  LORD  ROBERT  CECIL.— See  page  9. 

Wheatsheaf 
Shoes 

LOOK  WELL 

AND 

WEAR  WELL. 


ASK  AT  THE  STORE. 


No.  2,654.  No.  154.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  April  S,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper. 


“LOOK  AFTER  THE  PENCE  AND  THE 
POUNDS  WILL  LOOK  AFTER  THEMSELVES." 
There  is  no  denying  the  truthfulness  oj  this 
adage,  bulunlesspractisedin  therighlwaythe 
progress  is  slow  and  sometimes  discouraging 


DON’T  BE 
DISCOURAGED  ! 

Try  Again  in  the  SOUND,  PRACTICAL, 
and  COMMON-SENSE  WAY. 

Invest  Your  Savings 

—EITHER  PENCE  OR  POUNDS- 


in  a Co-operative 
Endowment  Policy. 

Co-operative  Life  Assurance  Policies  offer  exceptional 
facilities  for  saving,  and  also  provide  protection 
against  Life’s  Uncertainties. 

Write  [or  particulars  toC.lS.  '°9, 

Manchester  : 14,  Red  Lion  Square,  Holbotn,  11  .C. ; o+. 
ITofmorland  Road.  Newcastle,  or  <nl(  at  any  Co-operative 
Ayencu  or  Sod cly. 


Boots  & Shoes, 


MEtN’S.  WOMEN'S. 
GIRLS’,  and  BOVS’ 


Made  by  the  C.W.S.  tn 
— Modern  Boot  Works, — 
specially  erected  for  the 
production  of  the  : : : 


obtainable  only  at  Co-operative  Stores. 


ASK  FOR  THE  12s.  Gd.  LADIES’ 
WHEATSHEAF  SHOE. 


J 


GALA  DAY 

—AND 


FESTIVALS. 


Committees  of  Societies 
arranging  for  open-air 
pleasures  should  get 
into  - touch  with  the 


C.W.S.  Entertainment1 
Agency 

of  the  Stationery  Department, 
Manchester. 


ARTISTES  PROVIDED, 
TENTS  LENT, 
and  everything  arranged 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  DELEGATION  IN  RUSSIA. 


FIRST  HAND  IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE  NEW  REGIME. 


RUSSIA  AS  IT  IS  : MOSCOW-ITS  MOSQUES  AND  ITS  MISSION  : 

SOCIAL  LIFE;  THE  MIGHTY  CENTROSOYUS. 


BY  H.  J.  MAY— II. 


To  understand  the  present  position  in 
Russia,  even  in  the  elementary  way,  which 
is  possible  after  so  brief  a visit,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  do  two  tilings — first,  to  visualise  the 
actual  character  of  the  change  that  has 
taken  place  in  its  government  and  in  the  life 
of  the  people ; second,  to  realise  that  for  the 
past  few  years  the  whole  position  has  been 
grossly,  even  wickedly,  .misrepresented  to 
tlie  world  outside  Russia. 

The  Revolution  was  not  merely  a change 
of  government,  nor  triumph  of  one  party 
over  another  in  the  State,  but  the  complete 
crash  of  monarchy,  autocracy,  and  a system 
pf  despotism  which  had  been  a plague  spot 
in  the  world  since  be  fore*  tile,  oldest  of  us  was 
born.  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman,  with 
true  'democratic  instinct,  sensed  the  coming 
ti  iiyiiph  of  the  common  people  ’"when  in  St. 
Stephen's  at  Westminster  he  received  the 
Members  of  the  First  Duma  and  concluded 
hi-  address  of  welcome  with  the  words 
'•  Dong  live  the  Duma.’’  It  may  be 
assumed,  however,  tliat  oven  his  true 
instinct  scarcely  envisaged  the  complete 
reversal  of  the  old  order -which  the  Soviet 
Government  has  achieved,  neither  did  he 
dream  that  the  exercise  of  its  functions 
would  only  an  excuse  for  sending  its  mem- 
bers to  the  horrors  of  Siberian  penal 
settlements ! 

The  election  of  the  Duma  was  the  crack  of 
the  Mil  Mrs  of*  the  fabric  which  eventuated  in 
the  tailing  in  of  the  roof  in  March,  1917;  and 
the  complete  devastation  of  the  October 
struggles  of  that  year. 

This  Revolution  in  Russia  placed  the 
proletariat  in  the  seat  of  government,  and 
the  whole  constitution  is  now  administered 
in  the  interests  of  the  whole  community, 
whose  manhood  anj  womanhood  constitute 
the  first  claim  to  consideration,  and  next  to 
that  their  loyalty  to  the  commonwealth  and 
their  ability  to  serve  it.  To  achieve  this 
result  they  have  suffered  much.  That  their 
country  has  contributed  a greater  toll  of 
human  suffering  and  death  in  the  great  war 
than  all  the  other  belligerents  put  together 
may  be  considered  beside  the  immediate 
question  at  issue.  But  that  for  eighteen 
months,  frbm  the  end  of  191S  to  the  early 
part  of  1920,  the  population  of  .Moscow, 
Petrugrad,  and  the  big  cities  generally  lived 
upon  a ration  of  less  than  a pound  of 
bread  a day,  without  meat,  but  with  the  in- 
evitable tea.  is  remarkable  testimony  to 
their  determination  to  win  through. 

The  stories  that  have  been  circulated  in 
the  Press  of  Europe  are  only  equalled  for 
mendacity  by  the  “intelligence”  and 
“official  communiques  ” of  the  situation  on 
the  various  fronts  with  which  wo  were  so 
sedulously  “ doped  ” during  the  war.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  argue  this  because  a simple 
recital,  of  some  of  the  established  facts  will 
fully  refute  the  published  falsehoods. 

The  simplicity  and  charm  of  the  Russian 
people  were  the  ccmmoiiplaoe  observation - of 
travellers  in  the  pre-revolutionary  era.  My 
renders  may  be  assured  that  those  character- 
istics remain,  and  that  every  day  of  freedom 
tends  to  give  them' expam-iveness  and  'force. 

Let  us  return  to  qur  recital  of  the  voyage. 

The  day  of  waiting  passed  on  the  f.atvian- 
Ru&sinn  frontier  was  not  altogether  wasted. 
We  inspected  tb.r  scanty  mark'd  of  the 
peasants  out-ide  the  station  >1  Zlupc,  where 
a"  string  of  wooden 'sledges  drawn  by  hardy 
Russian  ponies. termed  the  stalls  from. which 
were  retailed  milk,  eggs,-  and  rye-bread, 
amoiig’st  other  productions  of  'the  peasant 
life.  This  black  bread;  cost  from  -JO.OUO  to 
GO, 000  roubles  for  the  equivalent  of  about. 
II  ozs.,  while  the  eggs  were  from  00.000  to 
SO. 000  roubles  a piece. 

At  each  station  beside  the  platform  is 
wliat  at  first  sight- appears  to  be  a wooden 
hut  with  a brick  chimney  protruding  through 
the  roof.  Closer  examination  reveals  the 
fact  that  the  shed  contains  a substantial 
brick  furnace  to  which  are  attached  water 
tanks  with  taps  open  to  the  platform  of  the 
station,  and  from  which  all  and  sundry  may 


freely  draw  hot  water  for  cleansing  nr  drink- 
ing purposes  as  may  be  desired.  The  Rus- 
sian habit  of  tea  drinking  at  all  hours  of  the 
day,  the  long,  slow  railway  journeys,  and  the 
distance  of  many  of  the  stations  from  a 
town;  all  receive  tribute  from  these  simple 
bot-water  lints,  many  of  which  are  marked 
bj  a sign— -like  a village  inn,  except  that 
their  sign  is  usually  of  a teapot  in  position 
under  the  tap  of  a samovar  ! 

The  Quick  and  the  Dead. 

We  arrived  at  Moscow  on  Sunday,  March 
oth,  about  noon,  and  were  received  at  the 
station  bv  the  principal  members  of  t lie 
board  and  staff  of , Centrosoyus,  who,  after 
cordial  greetings;  conducted  us  to  waiting 
cars,  in  which  we  made  our  first  acquaintance 
with  the  streets  of  Moscow.  The  market 
round  the  railway  station  is  an  institution, 
and  at  Moscow  its  extent  is  considerable. 
One-storied  trams  circulate  through  the 
city,  while  droshkys  and  sleighs  are.  avail- 
able in  considerable  numbers.  To  all  these 
the  Continental  rule  of  “ Keep  to  the' right  ” 
applies,  ns  does  also  the  definition  of  the 
difference  between  “ the  quick  and  the 
dead,"  the  “ quick  ” being  those  who  get  out 
of  the  way  of  the  motor  cars.  In  Russia  the 
rule  for  automobiles  is  “ ii  la  voloute,”  and 
their  own  sweet  will  leads  them  to  every 
part  of  the  thoroughfare  in  search  of  a quick 
passage. 

We  arrived  at  the  moment  when  winter 
was  breaking  up,  when  the  accumulated 
snowfall  and  frosts  (more  than  five  months) 
had  begun  to  yield  a plentiful  crop  of  mud 
and  slush  and  holes  in  the  streets.  Imagine 
a gor.d  wide  road  with  two  lines  of  tramways 
kept  clear  of  snow,  tlse  remainder  of  the 
thoroughfare,  including  the  sidewalks, 
covered  by.  anything  from  five  to  nine  inches 
of  compressed  snow  and  ice,  while  a hank  of 
snow  three  to  four  feet  in  height  borders  the 
roadway. 

Moscow's  Co-operative  Bourse. 

Moscow  is  a mediaeval  city.  Most  of  its 
buildings  belong  to  the  past  in  architecture 
as  they  do  to  an  ancient  semi-barbarous 
regime.  Everyone  lias  read  or  heard  of  its 
mosques  and  churches;  of  its  while  build- 
ings; its  golden  domes  and  general  Eastern 
air.  Nevertheless,  they  came  to  our  vision 
as  a new  glory,  and  we  understood  the 
enthusiasm  of  travellers  for  tin,  wonderful 
city.  Economically  it  apjieared  to  be  dead, 
so  few  signs  were  there  of  business  and  ex- 
change, beyond  those  on  the  market-place. 
( loser  investigation  proved  that  first  appear- 
ances were  not  conclusive.  Under  the  new 
economic  polity  of  the  Soviet  Government, 
Mci.-itiw  is  gradually  rehabilitating  itself. 
It  is  true  there  is  no  “ Bourse  " except  that 
of  the  Centrosoyus  foT  goods,  and  that  is 
great  beyond  the  dreams  of  co-operation  in 
other-  countries.  The  Government  officially 
quote  the.  rate  of  exchange,  which  they  fix 


from  time  to  time,  and  the  exchange  of 
goods  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  co-operation. 
The  situation  is  changing  daily.  Six  mouths 
ago,  no  «>liops  in  .Moscow  were  open  for 
trade;  tu-day  they  are  a steadily  increasing 
number  which  will  grow  as  the  new  economic 
policy  develops. 

The  Popular  Theatre. 

Landed  at  the  hotel,  which  had  been 
specially  provided  for  ns,  and  Which  was.  m 
fact,  a large  dwelling-house,  at  the  outskirts 
of  the  toown,  we  proceeded  first  to  eat,  and 
then  to  rest  after  the  five  nights  we  had 
spent  in  the  train.  In  the  evening  we  were 
taken  to  the  famous  Grand  Opera  House  of 
Moscow,  to  a special  performance  .of  the 
Grand  Ballet,  “ The  Lake  of  the  Swags, " 
which  I mention  chiefly  to  give  another 
aspect  of  life  in  (soviet  Russi  i Although 
the  per  fori  iiQ<i|ce  was  offered  in  compliment 
to  the  delegation,  yet  wc  slim  al  it  cm  equal 
terms  with  as  many  of  the  workers  of 
Moscow  as  the  house  would  accommodate. 
Recreatj  n Ip  Russia,  like  food  and  lodging 
(and  part  of  one's  washing),  is  rationed.  AM 
places  of  amusement  are  under  the  control 
of  t lie  Education  Minister.  'I  here  are 
100, (XX)  places  in  the  theatres  of  Moscow; 
25  per  cent.' of  these  must  he  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  workers  every  night,  whether 
in  the  Government  subsidised  theatres  or  in 
those  under  private  control.  In  the  ense  of 
the  latter,  this  allocation  of  25  per  cent,  to 
the  workers  is  n condition  of  their  lease  from 
the1  Government.  These  tickets  are  sys- 
tematically distributed  through  the  various 
trade  unions,  every  member  of  which  has  bis, 
or  her,  plate*  upon  the  rota,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  women  in  Russia  enjoy 
economic  equality.  Every  worker  in  Moscow 
is  thus*  enabled  to  enjoy  a |»erforninmc  el 
some  kind  at  least  once  a fortnight. 

A word  as  to  the  character  of  the  perform- 
ances. All  tln>  world  knows  that  music,  art. 
and  the  drama  in  Russia  stand  in  the  \ cry 
first  rank  of  all  the  world.  It  therefore 
goes  without  saying  that  opera,  ballet, 
instrumental  music,  and  Shakespeare  were 
superbly  presented  and  rendered  by  some  of 
the  finest  ai'tistes.  Many  of  Russia’s  great 
ones  In  an  arc*  still  scattered  about  Western 
Europe,  but  they  are  assured  ol  a warm  wel- 
come and  their  rightful  place  in  tin  life  of 
L lie  people  when  they  are  ready  to  return. 
Tl>?  cultural  standard  of  the  people,  in  all 
tlie-e  matters  is  high.  The  street  corner 
cinemas  of  sensaticnal.  films  are  entirely 
absent;  in  fact,  they  are  prohibited  by  the 
Goreqiuhent  as  immoral ; only  such  films  aro 
.exhibited,  or  plays  presented,  as  are 
approved  by  a censorship  of  three  acting 
under  the  Board  of  Education  and  consisting 
of  one  representative  of  the  theatrical  pro- 
fession, one  of  the  directorate  of  theatres, 
aud  oi:>3  of  the  Soviet  of  Moscow. 

Another  article  will  appear  next  week. 


International  Deputation  at  Xishm-Noycorod. 


Sir  Thomas  Allen  and  Mr.  H.  J May  may  be  seen  in  one  sleigh,  and  Messrs. 
English  and  Hawkips  in  the  other. 
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LABOUR  AND  THE  UNIVERSITIES. 

IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE  COMMISSION  S REPORT. 


CAN  THEY  CONTINUE  TO  FALL? 

PRICES  IN  RELATION  TO  UNEMPLOYMENT. 


CLAIMS  OF  THE  STUDENT  OF  HUMBLE  MEANS. 


BY  WILLIAM  GRAHAM,  LL.B.,  M.P. 


The  writer  of  this  article  is  a co-operator,  and  was  a member  of  the  Royal 
Commission. 


The  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
the  Universities  of  Oxford  - and  Cambridge 
raises  issues  of  great  importance  to  the  masses 
in  Great  Britain,,  who  are  keenly  interested 
in  the.  establishment  of  a free  highway  from 
primary  school  to  university. 

Tho  report  indicates  clearly  how  severely 
the  older  universities  have  suffered  because 
of  war  conditions.  There  were,  however, 
substantial  difficulties  in  finance-  before  the 
war.  Oxford  and  Cambridge  differ  from  the 
provincial  universities  in  Great  Britain,  because 
they  have  been  built  up  during  several  cen- 
turies onthe  system  of  residence  in  individual 
colleges  in  each  case.  Some  of  the  colleges 
are  admittedly  wealthy;  others,  and  es- 
pecially the  newer  and  the  smaller,  arc  com- 
paratively poor.  But  the  universities  them- 
selves in  both  cases  arc  distinct  from  the 
gollegcs.  The  universities  confer  the  degrees 
and  undertake  the  examinations,  and  they 
make  certain  appointments.  It  has  been  part 
of  the  purpose  of  the  present  inquiry  to 
•achieve  a better  co-ordination  of  university 
and  college  enterprise,  so  that  there  may  be 
the  most  effective  use  of  available  resources, 
in  the  interests  of  students  of  smaller  means 
particularly,  and  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
education  as  a whole. 

Even  with  the  largest  measure  of  internal 
economy  in  the  universities,  however,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  the  State  to  givo  much 
larger  sums  for  university  education  if  the 
children  of  the  people  are  to  have  a genuine 
chance  of  entry  to  the  older  as  well  as  to  the 
newer  seats  of  learning.  In  the  estimates 
which  have  just  been  presented  to  tbe  House, 
only  £1,200,000  is  set  aside  in  the  coming 
year  for  the  purpose  of  giving  grants  to  all 
the  universities  in  Great  Britain.  The  total 
sum  raised  from  British  revenue  in  the  year 
to  March  3ist,  1923,  will  probably  be  nearly 
1,000  millions,  so  that  the.  proportion  of  our 
income  from  taxation  devoted  to  university 
education  is  lamentably  small. 

Under  the  present  system,  out  of  the 
£1,200,000,  a snm  of  £30,000  annually  is  given 
to  Oxford  and  a similar  amount  to  Cambridge. 
The  Royal  Commission  recommended  that 
in  order  to  meet  urgent  needs  at  present  at 
least  £100.000  each  was  annually  required. 
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On  that  request  the  Government  have  not 
yet  decided,  but  they  are  understood  to  have 
hinted  that  they  cannot  entertain  it,  and 
probably  not  more  than  £50,000  each,  will  be 
given.  Now  this  goes  to  the  root  of  theprob- 
lem  as.  far  as  poorer  students  are  concerned. 
There  can  be  no  perfectly  free  entry  until  the 
State  recognises  its  plain  duty  to  university 
education.  If,  however,  present  sums  or 
increased  sums  are  to  be  granted  we  must  be 
certain  that  everything  is  done  to  give  students 
of  smaller  means  a fair  chance. 

To  that  end  the  colleges  at  both  centres 
must  put  the  domestic  house  in  order.  At 
the  present  time  each  college  buys  its  food- 
stuffs separately,  cooks  it  all  separately,  has 
separate  staffs  and  other  machinery,  which 
leads  to  a considerable  amount  of  waste 
and  increases  the  cost  of  living  in  the  colleges. 
This  makes  the  obstacle  grejiter  for  the  sons 
of  people  of  small  means.  Unfortunately, 
the  Commission  hesitated  about  the  adoption 
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of  a drastic  system  of  purchase  in  the  whole- 
sale markets  and  the  services  of  a small  board 
of  experts  for  the  colleges,  all  recommended 
to  them  by  an  authoritative  witness  in  this 
problem  ; my  minority  recommendation  was 
strongly  to  tho  effect  that  his  report  should 
be  adopted. 

Further,  many  of  the  colleges  own  estates 
from  which  annually  they  derive  a certain 
revenue.  If  these  estates  were  well  managed 
they  would  be  able  to  make  a good  contribu- 
tion to  the  general  incomo  of  the  colleges, 
and  they  would  presumably  enable  them  to 
offer  to  students  conditions  substantially 
better  than  those  now  in  force.  But  each 
college  manages  its  ow^  estates  in  its  own  way. 
The  work  is  very  often  done  by  someone  who 
knows  nothing  about  estate  management 
at  all.  AgaiD,  tho  Commission  hesitated  to 
recommend  the  centralised  management  of 
these  college  estates  by  some  representative 
university  body.  That  change  would  have 
led  to  economy,  better  management,  and  un- 
doubtedly better  incomo ; but  it  is  again 
only  in  my  minority  statement  that  it  is 
definitely  pressed. 

There  is  not  tho  slightest  doubt  that  before 
larger  grants  of  publio  money  are  given  to 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  Parliament  will  pro- 
bably insist  that  some  of  these  changes  at 
least  must  bo  effected.  They  are  of  great 
interest  to  intending  students  who,  to-day, 
fear  that  Oxford  and  Cambridge  are  beyond 
their  means.  Until  tho  day  dawns  when  we 
have  a Government  in  power  which  will  make 
free  education  a reality  we  must  fight  for 
such  immediate  remedies  as  we  can  obtain, 
and  it  would  be  well  worth  tho  while  of  all 
working-class  and  professional*  organisations 
to  plead  for  the  steps  which  are  here  sug- 
gested. That  is  all  the  more  necessary  because 
it  is  plain  that  tho  universities  cannot  much 
longer  rely  on  large  sums  -of  money  from 
voluntary  support.  Faced  with  all  kinds  of 
post-war  difficulty  most  of  them  have  issued 
appeals  for  funds,  mainly  to  wealthy  people. 
The  response  has  been  frankly  disappointing. 
That  fact  will  probably  bh'steh- 'a  definite 
publio  effort,  one  of  the  main  elements  in 
which  mist  be  an  attempt  to  make  Oxford  and 
Cambridge,  and  the  other  British  universities. 
* truly  democratic  in  their  scope  -and  appeal  to 
all-in  search  of  the  highest  education. 


A MODEST  SUGGESTION  THAT  THEY  SHOULD  STAND 
FOR  A TIME. 


BY  C.  E.  I.EATHERL AND. 


Every  man  and  woman  in  the  country  is 
intensely  interested  in  the  fall  of  prices,  as 
well  as  in  the  kindred  question  of  improved 
industrial  conditions.  What  is  the  connection 
between-  the  two  ? Is  the  common  concep- 
tion that,  prices  must  continuo  to  fall  before 
production  can  regain  its  normal  standard 
absolutely  ti-ue  1 

From  one  point  of -view  it  most  certainly 
is  not.  A little  consideration  by  the  merest 
tyro  in  economics  will  suffice  to  bring  home 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  trade  will  always 
boom  on  a rising  market  whilst  falling  prices 
must  always  beget  a nervous  cautiousness 
in  all  sections  of  the  commercial  world. 

When  prices  are  rising  all  people  turn  their 
thoughts  to  buying.  The  constant  fear  of 
an  increased  price  on  the  morrow  inspires 
obedience  to  the  famous  political  slogan 
“ Do  it  Now.”  The  retailer  immediately 
makes  super-normal  calls  on  his  wholesale 
dealer  for  the  replenishment  of  his  rapidly 
depleted  stocks.  He  in  turn  keeps  up  a daily 
bombardment  of  the  manufacturer  with  orders, 
and  tho  latter  finds  all  his  thoughts  engaged 
in  keeping  pace  with  tlie  demand.  Be  it 
in  the  clothing,  food,  or  luxury  branches  of 
trade,  the  same  fact  still  remains. 

We  experienced  this  sensation  during  the 
days  of  the  war  and  saw  the  stimulus  which 
rising  prices  gave  to  trade.  For  the  last  two 
years  we  have  seen  tho  reverse  situation,  and 
whilst  the  constantly  depreciating  prices 
can  no  more  shoulder  sole  responsibility 
for  the  present  industrial  stagnation  than 
could  the  abnormal  conditions  of  the  war  and 
immediately  post-war  period  for  the  boom 
which  then  prevailed,  it  is  equally  true  that 
it  has  -played  an  important  part. 

What  has  happened  whilst  prices  have 
been  falling  in  each  and  every  branch  of  in 
dustry  ? The  policy  adopted,  rather  than 
that  of  " Do  it  Now  ” has  had  to  be  the 
Asquithian  one  of  “ Wait  and  See.” 

The  corporation  or  county  council  contem- 
plating some  important  and  expensive  work, 
has  constantly  kept  in  mind  the  fact  that  in 
twelve  months’  time  the  service  may  be  ob- 
tained for  a half  of  the  present  figure.  The 
Government  scheme  of  unemployed  grants 
has  to  some  extent  affected  a modification  of 
this  principle,  but  nevertheless -the  principle 
remains. 

The  manufacturing  firm,  whether  dealing  in 
silk  or  steel,  in  furniture  or  fire  engines,  finds 
itself  confronted  by  the  same  situation.  It. 
hesitates  to  lay  in  stocks  of  raw  material, 
and  defers  the  production  of  its  goods  which 
it  may -have  to  realise  on  a depreciated  market. 

The  greatest  multiple  store  or  the  humblest 
village  grocery  all  have  to  render  homage 
to  the  same  inexorable  law,  and  the  individual 
consumer  is  in  the  same  position.  Few  people 
are  purchasers  to-day,  unless  forced  into  the 
position.  At  least,  this  is  so  at  the  bottom 
of  the  social  ladder,  whence  comes  the  demand 
which  keeps  in  motion  most  of  the  industrial 
machinery  of  this  country. 

What  is  the  result  ? The  retailer  confines 
his  wholesale  requisitions  to  a minimum,  and 
tho  manufacturers  find  that  the  wholesalers 
are  needing  correspondingly  less  from  them. 
So  long  as  this  condition  continues,  with  the 
lack  of  confidence  which  it  naturally  engenders, 
we  sbaU  never  experience  a real  resuscitation 
in  our  trade. 

Is  it,  then,  too  bold  a course  to  suggest  that 
a halt  should  now  be  called  in  the  impassioned 
outcry  for  lower  and  still  lower  prices  ? Such 
a course  would  undoubtedly  stabilise  demands, 
and  would  recreate  the  feeling  of  confidence 
in  commercial  circles  which  does  not  exist 
to-day.  I think  it  is  the  only  line  along  which 
we  can  .hope  tp.9pek  improvement. 

There  is,  I know,  one  seemingly  big  objec- 
tion which  may  be  advanced.  It  is  the  bugbear 
of  foreign,  -and-  especially  Continental,  com- 
petition, in  our  - home  and  .foreign  markets. 
How,  it  may  be-, asked,  can  we  hope  to  revive 
if  we  do.  not  reduce  our  costs  of  production  to 
a sea  la  competitive  with  that  of  the  foreigner  ? 
The  question1, ..on  first  sight,  seems  all-im- 
portant, but  I think  for  the  present  it  can  be 
dismissed. 

It  has  to  be  realised  that  we  are  endeavouring 
to  deal  with  the  conditions  of  the  present  and 
the  next  few  years.  During  that  period, 


and  so  long  as  the  current  disparities  continuo 
in  the  rates  of  exchange,  we  have  to  confess 
that  to  compete  with  the  foreigner  is  beyond 
us.  The  only  cure  for  that  evil  is  to  stabilise 
the  exchanges  in  tho  region  of  their  normal 
rates.  That  is  hardly  within  the  scope  of  the 
present  discourse,  and  would  call  for  the  re- 
consideration of  the  whole  vexed  question 
of  indemnities  and  international  war  debts. 
Until  those  are  settled  on  some  reasonable 
basis,  the  most  radical  reductions  which  wo 
are  able  to  effect  will  not  improve  our  inter- 
national trade,  although,  as  I have  attempted 
to  show,  they  will  dislocate  the  hearings  of 
our  home  industrial  machinery. 

I do  not  make  my  suggestion  out  of  any 
sympathetic  regard  for  the  shareholding  and 
employing  classes,  but  as  a Socialist  who  has 
deviated  from  the  path  of  his  ultimate  'ideals 
with  a temporary  palliative  for  th?  pro-  nt 
ills  of  the  body  economic. 



VALUE  OF  FIXED  PRICES. 
C.W.S.  EXPERIENCE. 

The  value  of  fixed  national  prices  ^ 
demonstrated  in  a very  effective  way  nt  the 
Birmingham  District  Conference  by  Mr.  T 
J.  Henson  (C'.W.S.  director).  He  stated 
that  on  one  occasion  the  C'.W.S.  had  a 
stock  of  over  8,000  dozen  shirts,  and  both 
shirt  factories  were  closed  Tor  want  of 
orders.  Arrangements  were  made  with  tho 
societies  to  sell  at  a certain  fixed  price.  A 
national  effort  was  made  in  advertising 
these  goods,  and  in  fourteen  days  tire  sl'"k 
was  cleared  and  the  factories  working 
again.  A line  of  boots  was  taken  next, 
with  the  same  result. 

They  had  many  complaints  and  objec- 
tions from  managers  and  committees,  alio 
thought  they  were,  the  people  to  fix  the 
margin  of  profit  and  the  selljng  prices ; but 
the  C.W.S.  directorate  intended  to  pursue 
this  policy  further. 


Mr.  Robert  Mei.i.anby,  who  lias  been 
adopted  as  prospective  Labour  candidate 
for  North  Suffolk,  is  a member  of  tho 
Lowestoft  Society. 

Frederick  Henry  Harrison,  of  the  firm 
of  Harrison,  Clarke  and  Co.,  general 
agents.  Mark-lane,  London.  Jv(  ..  whs 
charged  with  offering  a commission  to  an 
employee  of  the  All-Russian  Co-opcrati'" 
Society  Ltd.,  Soviet  House,  Moorgnte- 
street,  as  an  inducement  for  him  to  pin"1 
large  orders  for  tinned  foods  and  socks,  at 
the  Guildhall,  London,  recently.  The  defen- 
dant, who  denied  any  intention  to  corrupt, 
was  fined  £10  and  £3  3s.  costs. 


No  trouble, 
no  milk,  no  sugar 


Made  in  a moment,  “Milkmaid" 
Cafe  au  Lait  is  most  convenient 
and  economical — no  infusion  and 
no  milk  or  sugar  required.  And  it 
is  delicious.  As  delicious  as  the 
fragrant  exquisitely  flavoured 
coffee  of  Paris.  Economical  too. 

CAFE  AU  LAIT 

“MILKMAID”  BRAND 

Zaeaves  ncr  “ grounds"  for  complaint- 

Sold  at  all  Co  operative  Stores, 
and  packed  by 

NESTLE’S, 
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THE  MOVEMENT  AND  ITS 

EMPLOYEES. 


WHERE  IS  THE  OLD  HAPPY  FAMILY  LIFE  ? 


A PLEA  FOR  ITS  RESTORATION. 


BY  WM.  OPENSHAW. 


In  a recent  editorial  article  we  urged  that  one  of  the  most  pressing 
tasks  before  the  movement  is  to  bring  back  the  old  amity,  mutual  trust,  and 
comradeship  between  the  co-operative  society  and  the  co-operative  employee. 
No  time  can  be  thought  wasted  that  is  spent  in  considering  liow  that  can 
be  done.  Co-operative  employment  should  be  such  that  every  worker  in  the 
land  would  prefer  it  to  any  other.  Co-operative  service  should  be  such 
that  the  movement  could  claim  to  have  the  best  and  happiest  employees  in 
the  country.  Mr.  Openshaw's  article  will,  we  hope,  open  up  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  our  relations  with  our  employees.  He  is  an  employee.  This  month 
he  completes  fifty  years'  service  in  the  employment  of  the  C.W.S.  He  is 
a former  Congress  president,  and  his  work  for  the  movement  apart  from 
his  business  duties  entitle  him  to  say  something  to  the  movement  he  has 
helped  to  build  up.  His  desire,  like  ours,  is  to  restore  the  old  family  life 
we  once  had  in  the  movement,  and  our  mutual  hope  is  that  we  may  reach  the 
better  selves  of  both  committeemen  and  employees. — Ed.,  “ C.  N.” 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□  □□□□□□□□ 

Foreign  Loans  and  Housing. 

Sir  Alfred  Mond  is  evidently  of  opinion 
that  by  cutting  down  State-aided  schemes  and 
ceasing  to  build  houses,  the  cost  of  construction 
is  being  brought  down.  No  doubt  there  is 
some  truth  in  this  ; but  if  the  Government  had 
controlled  the  price  of  building  materials,  and 
utilised  the  great  national  manufacturing 
establishments  and  labour  forces  that  had 
been  got  together  for  war  purposes  to  mako 
materials  for  house  construction,  the  nation 
would  be  getting  the  houses,  the  want  of  which 
is  a crying  scandal,  the  cost  of  construction 
would  have  been  moderate,  and  we  should 
not  have  so  great  an  unemployment  problem. 
Meanwhile,  the  capital  that  would  have  gone 
into  the  construction  of  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  houses  that  are  needed  in  this  country 
is  now  being  largely  diverted  abroad,  for  week 
by  week,  through  the  medium  of  public  loans 
offered  to  British  investors,  we  are  financing 
other  countries  with  millions  of  capital,  while 
we  have  millions  of  unemployed  at  home. 
Nor,  in  the  case  of  many  of  these  loans,  do 
they  result  in  employment  for  British  labour, 
for  the  proceeds  are  not,  generally  speaking, 
being  expended  in  this  country  on  the  pur- 
chase of  machinery,  &c.,  as  is  sometimes  the 
case.  Week  by  week  we  are  lending  France 
millions  of  pounds  against  Bonds  issued  by 
the  French  railways.  We  lend  Denmark  half- 
a-million  for  telephones,  and  within  the  next 
few'  weeks  British  investors  will  bo  supplying 
Finland  with  tlifee  millions  and  Czecho- 
slovakia with  ten  millions.  The  housing 
problem  in  these' last-named  countries  is  as 
serious  as  with  us,  so  we  have  the  pretty  situa- 


F is  useless  for  us  to  instruct  the 
statesmen  to  function  for  us  at 
Genoa  unless  we  ourselves  are  pre- 
pared to  do  something  co-operatively. 
—Sir  Thomas  Allen  (C.W.S.  Director) 
at  the  Newcastle  Divisional  Meeting. 


tion  that  while  our  Government  prevents  the 
requisite  number  of  houses  from  being  built  in 
this  country,  we  are  furnishing  other  countries 
with  the  means  to  remedy  their  housing 
shortage. 

Metal  Prices. 

An  important  factor  in  the  cost  of  housing 
construction  is  that  of  metals,  and  it  is  interest- 
ing to  observe  what  the  chairman  of  the 
British  Metal  Corporation  said  the  other  day. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  prices  of  the  chief  non- 
ferrous  (i.c.,  not  iron)  metals  have  now  reached 
a level  at  which  many  producers  arc  unable 
to  operate  without  a loss,  with  the  result  that 
the  Yvorld-output  is  steadily  declining.  Taking 
100  as  the  index  figure  for  the  1913  production, 
he  calculated  the  quantities  produced  in  1921 
vas  being  75  for  tin,  73  for  lead,  54  for  spelter 
(the  commercial  name  for  zinc),  and  43  for 
copper. 


E 
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□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□^ 
turers  having  worked  full  time.  In  July  bust 
prices  were  reduced  by  between  22J  and  30 
per  cent.,  which  brought  in  plenty  of  orders. 
That  there  is  activity  in  the  floor-covering 
trade  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  the  big 
Kirkcaldy  linoleum  manufacturing  company 
of  Barry,  Ostlere,  and  Shepherd  reports  a net 
profit  for  last  year  of  £160,000,  an  increase  of 
£89,000  over  the  previous  year.  Another  big 
Kirkcaldy  linoleum  concern,  Michael  Nairn  and 
Company,  which  is  a private  limited  company,  is 
absorbing  the  Greenwich  Inlaid  linoleum 
Company,  and  from  the  particulars  given  it  is 
evidont  that  the  former  concern  has  always 
done  very  well,  the  dividends  for  the  last  ten 
years  varying  between  10  and  20  per  cent. 
Both  Kirkcaldy  undertakings  employ  largo 
amounts  of  capital  in  their  industry ; Barry, 
Ostlere,  and  Shepherd  have  a share  and  loan 
capital  of  £1,252,900,  and  Michael  Nairn  and 
Company  a capital  of  £1,450,000. 

Will  the  Cost  of  Living  Rise?* 

Although  it  may  not  be  particularly  welcome 
to  readers,  I cannot  conceal  my  opinion  that 
the  next  few  months  will  see  a rise  in  the  cost 
of  living.  It  is  not  to  be  anticipated  that  it 
will  go  up  to  anything  liko  the  high  level  that 
it  attained  last  year,  but  it  seems  to  mo  that 
indications  point  rather  to  a rise  than  any 
further  fall.  In  the  first  place,  the  big  in- 
crease in  the  quotations  of  Government  loans 
and  other  securities,  which  aggregates  some 
hundreds  of  millions  since  the  end  of  1921, 
represents  that  much  more  spending  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  owners  of  such  stocks,  and  is 
as  much  inflation  as  if  Treasury  notes  to  an 
amount  corresponding  to  the  rise  had  been 
printed  and  handed  to  them  ; this  increase  in- 
paper  value,  not  being  accompanied  by  any 
corresponding  increase  in  goods  or  commodi- 
ties, is  nothing  other  than  million,  which 
invariably  brings  about  higher  prices.  Then 
again,  owing  to  the  financial  straits  into  which 
so  many  manufacturers  and  dealers  were 
plunged  by  the  slump  and  terrific  fall  in  values, 
they  have  placed  upon  the  market  unsold 
stocks  at  a price  below  even  the  present  cost 
of  manufacture ; this  cannot  continue  in- 
definitely, for  people  do  not' go  on  manufacture 
mg  or  trading  at  a loss,  and  when  these  sacri- 
ficed stocks  have  been  absorbed  priefs  are 
bound  to  rise,  which  means  that  the  cost  of 
living  must  again  increase.  As  individuals,  wo 
all  wish  to  sec  lower  prices  for  what  we  buy  and 
higher  prices  merely  for  what  we  sell ; from  the 
national  point  of  view,  however,  too  great  and 
too  rapid  a fall  in  the  cost  of  living  means  an 
additional  burden  in  the  shape  of  interest  on 
the  National  Debt,  for  as  the  purchasing  power 
of  money  increases,  holders  of  the  Nationaf- 
Debt  automat  ically  become  entitled  to  a larger 
proportion  of  the  commodities  produced. 

* All  objectior 


Appointment 


w 


II. M.  the  King, 


One  of  the  most 
attractive  and 
most  valuable 
features  of  the  co- 
operative move- 
ment, to  my  mind, 
is  that  in  its  native 
purity,  and  as  it 
was  operated  dur- 
ing ‘ the  earlier 
years  of  its  his- 
tory, it  aims  at 
and  had  the  effect 
of  drawing  men 
closer  together 
in  the  bonds  of 
mutual  regard  and  interest  by  teaching  them 
that,  to  use  a crude  but  expressive  pluase, 
“ we  all  belong  to  one  another,”  and  that  the 
pursuit  of  that  which  makes  for  the  general 
happiness  of  humanity  is  that  which  makes 
most  surely  for  the  happiness  of  the  individual. 

A retrospect  over  past  years,  combined 
with  a survey  of  present  conditions  based  on 
practical  experience  as  a worker'in  the  move- 
ment, leads  one  to  wonder  whether  as  a 
movement  we  are  keeping  the  faith  of  the 
early  fatlieis  or  whether  we  arc  not,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  losing  our  soul,  and  retro- 
gressing towards  an  indefinable  something 
which  may  end  in  disaster  and  disniption. 

I learned  my  eo-operative  creed  largely  by 
personal  touch  anu  communion  with  many 
of  those  great  men  of  old,  having  had  the 
honour  of  the  friendship  of  most  of  them. 
They  laid  down  the  -principles  upon  which  the 
movement-should  be  run,  and  founded  it  firmly 
upon  mutuality  of  interest,  with  an  unceasing 
regard  for  the  proper  treatment  of  each  factor 
as  essential  to  the  welfare  and  progress  of 
the  whole,  combined  with  a strict  avoidance 
of  any  matter  that  would  breed  dissension. 
Life  was  to  be  made  fuller,  brighter,  and 
happier  for  all  concerned  in  it.  Labour, 
particularly  in  its  humbler  aspects,  was  to 
he  adequately  rewarded  and  considerately 
treated ; capital  fairly  remunerated ; and 
the  whole  body  generally  raised  to  a higher 
level  of  comfort  and  enjoyment. 

Principles  Cannot  Die. 

One  knows,  of  .course,  that  to  attempt  to 
guide  our  lives  at  any  point  on  the  teachings 
of  the  past  lays  a man  open  to  the  reproach 
of  being  out  of  date,,  and  fossilised;  but 
good  principles  are  eternal  and  immutable,  and 
such  reproach  is  foolish.  It  is  said  that  on 
the  anvil  of  the  gods  the  sages  of  ancient 
times  used  to  heat  out  plates  of  gold,  and 
inscribed  upon  them  maxims  for  life  and 
conduct  which  were  to  guide  men  of  all  ages 
through  life  to  immortality.  Whatever  may 
bo  said  for  this,  it  is  certainly  true  that  muoh 
of  the  philosophy  of  that  . far-away  time  is  our 
guide  to-day,  and  probably  had  been,  passed 
down  to  thorn  from  ages  even  more  remote. 
Surely  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun  ! 

In  our  earlier  days  ideals  had  the  first  place 
in  our  activities.  Most  of  those  who  were 
working  in  the  movement  then  recognised 
this,  and  were  encouraged  in  their  work  by 
the  belief  that  they  were  labouring  for  a 
cause  which  was  greater  than  themselves, 
and  which  was  calculated  to  bring  about 
^nlts  to  both  themselves  and  others  larger 
than  they  could  hope  to  achieve  in  other 
spheres  of  action.  Now,  we  seem  in  peril 
c*  losing  the  ideal  in  the  grosser,  and  to  some 
he  more  attractive,  pursuit  of  pure  material- 
Uni’  aml  of  sacrificing  the  ethical  entirely 


in  the  interests  of  the  commercial  side  of 
affairs. 

Such  diversion  from  principle  is  not  confined 
to  the  co-operative  body,  but  affects  likewise 
all  other  organised  bodies  more  or  less.  The 
trade  unions,  the  Labour  Party,  religious 
bodies,  are  all  affected ; and  it  is  perhaps 
a little  bit  unreasonable  to  expect  that  our 
movement  should  be  immune  when  almost 
every  phase  of  life  is  involved. 

However,  dropping  extraneous  subjects, 
let  us  confine  ourselves  to  our  own  affairs, 
and  by  an  examination  of  our  weaknesses, 
see  if  we  cannot  find  some  remedy  for  a state 
of  tilings  which  all  co-operators  must  regret, 
and  provide  some  means  for  bringing  about  an 
improvement. 

Presont-Day  Weaknesses. 

What  do  we  find  in  the  practical  working 
of  our  societies,  upon  the  success  of  which  so 
much — indeed,  almost  our  very  existence  as 
a movement — depends  ? One  of  the  mqst 
conspicuous  and  most  harmful  of  the  weak- 
nesses of  our  present  day  is  the  deterioration 
in  the  quality  of  that  warm  feeling  of  com- 
radeship between  committees  and  employees 
which  in  the  past  did  so  much  to  build  up  the 
movement.  This  shows  itself  in  a variety 
of  ways.  In  many  cases  that,  have  come 
iftider  my  notice,  committees  have  grown 
exclusive  and  self-sufficient,  dealing  with 
their  staff  more  like  autocrats  than  as  fellow- 
workers,  which  is  the  relationship  which  ought 
to  exist  between  them.  As  a consequence, 
the  two  factors  which  ought  above  all  others 
to  work  closely  and  cordially  together  are 
almost  in  opposite  camps,  with  results  that 
are  pitiable.  There  is  a lack  of  confidence  and 
co-ordination  which  paralyses  effort — a lack 
of  that  human  touch  and  sympathy  which 
gives  life  and  inspiration,  and  would  have 
the  effect  of  raising  the  workers  to  a higher 
plane  of  existence  than  many  of  them  occupy 
to-day.  The  same  result  is  arrived  at  by  too 
much  interference  with  detail  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  stores,  the  proper  functions  of 
government  by  committees  being  in  many 
cases  overshadowed  by  attempts  to  do  them- 
selves what  can  be  better  done  by  experienced 
men  who  have  been  trained  for  the  purpose. 
This  causes  friction.  Many  a good  man  has 
had  his  heart  almost  broken  by  this  kind  of 
thing,  and,  governed  by  necessity,  after 
standing  it  as  long  as  he  could,  has  found  his 
way  out  of  co-operative  service  in  search  of 
that  peace  of  mind  which  he  hopes  to  find 
outside.  The  movement  suffers  as  a conse- 
quence. 

On  the  other  hand,  employees  have  fallen 
into  the  sin  of  self-seeking,  and  so  persistently 
has  this  weakness  been  cultivated  in  recent 
years,  and  so  unreasonable  has  been  the  atti- 
tude taken  by  many  of  them  that  progress 
has  been  rendered  difficult,  and  the  very 
existence  of  some  of  the  6tores  has  been  in 
jeopardy.  Fair,  considerate,  even  generous 
treatment  of  labour  is  one  of  the  fundamental 
planks  in  our  platform,  and  neither  the 
general  nor  the  personal  liappiness  is  furthered 
by  unreasonable  desires  to  get  as  much  as 
possible,  without  regard  to  the  depth  of  the 
well  from  which  it  all  springs — the  consumer. 
Employees  must  recognise,  too,  that  there  is 
happiness  in  giving  as  well  as  in  getting, 
and  in  return  for  good  treatment  give  good 
service,  without  which  they  cannot  be  said 
to  be  doing  their  duty  honestly  and  well. 

Co-operation  means  a gospel  as  well  as  a 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


Floor  Covering  Profits. 

In  his  speech  read  at  the  recent  annual 
meeting  of  shareholders  of  Lloyd’s  Bank 
Limited,  the  chairman,  running  over  the 
various  industries  of  the  country,  had  a sorry 
tale  to  tell,  but  said  that  the  one  cheering 
contrast  to  the  general  depression  was  afforded 
by  the  carpet  trade,  which,  as  in  1920,  had 
had  a more  prosperous  year  than  perhaps  any 
other  industry,  the  majority  of  the  manufae- 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

store.  If  it  had  nothing  better  in  view  than 
simply  buying  and  selling,  it  would  not  have 
possessed  many  attractions  for  some  of  those 
who  have  been  allied  with  it.  Storekeeping 
is  but  a means  to  an  end,  and  that  end  we 
must  believe  is  largely  concerned  with  the 
cultivation  of  friendly  and  brotherly  relation- 
ship between  the  movement  and  its  employees 
and  all  those  who  are  in  membership  with  it. 
It  still  has  a mission  to  perform,  however, 
in  endeavouring  to  heal  up  those  marked 
differences  which  have  become  so  apparent 
in  every  direction,  some  of  which  are  briefly 
indicated  above ; a frank  discussion  of  suoh 
matters  from  all  points  of  view  could  not  fail 
to  bear  good  fruit  in  the  direction  desired. 


The  name  of  Nestle’s  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eactcheap,  E.C.3. 
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CALL  OF  WEST  AFRICA. 

HAPPY  C.W.S.  FAMILY. 

A LITTLE  while  ago  there  appeared  in  the 
'“News”  a happy  group  of  three  C.W.S. 
employees  attached  to  the  co-operative  out- 
post in  West  Africa.  The  party  comprised 
representatives  from  Manchester,  Newcastle, 
and  Glasgow. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Tate— Newcastle's  representative, 
and  a son  of  Mr.  Tate  of  the  fancy  drapery 
department  of  the  C.W.S.,  Newcastle— is  now 
enjoying  a holiday  on  his  native  Tyneside, 
and  the  other  day  the  “ News  ” representative 
had  an  interesting  chat  with  him  at  West 
Blandford-street.  Mr.  Tate  was  able  to 
supply  some  very  interesting  particulars  of 
the  movement’s  ambassadors  iu  West  Africa. 

At  the  outset,  by  word  of  mouth  and  his 
own  robust  physique,  he  challenged  the  state- 
ment that  West  Africa  was  " The  White  Man's 
Grave.”  That  was  true  200  years  ago.  A 
white  man  had  himself  to  blame  now  if  he 
made  it  his  grave.  With  reasonable  precau- 
tions life  can  be  made  very  enjoyable  and 
healthful  in  this  land  of  tropical  beauty  and 
luxuriance. 

Freetown  is  the  headquarters  of  the  C.W.S., 
and  the  chief  is  Mr.  C.  F.  Loxley,  of  whom  Mr. 
Tate  is  a most  enthusiastic  admirer,  both 
from  business  and  personal  points  of  view. 
“ Freetown  House.  ” is  the  Wholesale’s  local 
Balloon-street ; and  at  Sudan’s  Bay,  not  far- 
away, is  the  Society’s  buying  warehouse, 
which,  in  many  respects,  resembles  the  New- 
castle Quayside  warehouse.  Suzan's  Bay 
depot  is  under  the  direction  of  a very  ener- 
getic and  capable  native,  named  A.  Yaskey — 
who  has  visited  this  country  ; and  here  the 
palm  kernel,  palnr  oil,  rice,  and  other  products 
arc  bought  during  the  seasons. 

Under  the  Freetown  headquarters  are  three 
branches  which  perform  similar  functions  on 
a smaller  scale.  The  first  is  170  miles  away 
at  Blama,  and  the  others  are  Cornmendi,  and 
Pendernbu  on  the-  French  frontier.  There  are 
rail  communications  between  the  branches. 

Mr.  Tate  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Blama 
branch,  and  he  says  there  is  very  keen  com- 
petition at  present  between  the  various  British 
concerns  represented  in  West  Africa.  But 
whilst  the  business  battle  is  sharp,  the  friend- 
ship between  the  various  white  agents  is  most 
harmonious ; and  those  wlic  are  defeated  in 
business  seek  revenge  on  the  playing-fields 
at  tennis,  football,  and  cricket. 

Salt  and  tobacco  are  great  trade  lines,  and 
in  the  former  Germany  has  now  entered  into 
competition.  The  native  is  a prodigious 
smoker,  and  C.W.S.  tobaccos  have  a great  sale. 

Recreations  for  the  natives  also  receive 
much  attention,  and  staff  teams  composed 
of  Europeans  and  natives  compete  in  friendly 
rivalry  at  footbair  and  cricket.  The  oppor- 
tunities that  exist-  for  doing  good  work 
amongst-  the  natives  have  impressed  Mr.  Tate, 
and  at  Blama  he  has  been  instrumental  in 
forming  young  men’s  clubs. 

Freetown  is  a very  modern  town  and  the 
local  people  arc  quite  European  in  their  out- 
look and  tastes.  Frock  coats  and  silk  hats 
are  very  conspicuous  on  Sundays,  and  the 
town  boasts  that  other  most  essential  and 
modem  adjunct,  a first-class  football  team. 
And  Freetown  is  as  proud  of  its  town  team  as 
Newcastle  is  of  Newcastle  United  ! Mr.  J.  W. 
Ronnie,  the  Glasgow  member  of  the  co-opera- 
tive family  at  Freetown,  is  the  right-half  back 
in  this  team.  “Jock’s’*  father,  by  the  way, 
had  an  interesting  football  connection  with 
Glasgow  Rangers  Club,  aud  fiis  brother  is  a 
well-known  member  of  the  staff  in  the  S.C.W.S. 
optical  department  in  Glasgow.  Mr.  S.  J. 
Beattie,  who  went  from  Dunston  to  West 
Africa,  upholds  the  reputation  of  the  C.W.S. 
iu  the  local  cricket  club. 

That  the  C.W.S.  family  there  is  happy  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  as  each  member 
completes  his  holiday  in  Britain  on  the  ex- 
piration of  his  contract,  the  call  of  West 
Africa  mips  him.  and  he  wanders  back  to  his 
“ pals  ” in  the  “ old  firm." 


" The  Amerunu  Co-operator .*’  is  the 
latest  in  journalism  devoted  to  the  move- 
ment across  the  Atlantic,  it  is  significant 
of  the  move  towards  •solidarity,  for  it  is  the 
incorporation  of  "The  Cic-cpe-rat.jr,”  pub- 
lished by  the  Pacific  Co-operative  League, 
and  the  “ Colony  News  and  Co-operator," 
the  organ  of  the  Llano  Co-operative  Colony. 
The  new  monthly  is  now  the  official  organ 
of  the  two  co-operatives ‘named  as  veil  as  of 
the  Universal  Co-operative  Bretlxei  Lood* 


PnOFiTEER : Help!  I’m  going  under! 
From  " Kooperatoren,"  the  organ  of  the  Nor- 
wegian Co-operative  Movement. 


The  co-operators  of  Alen^on  have  named 
the  main  street  leading  to  their  new  ware- 
houses after  the  eminent  French  economist 
and  co-operator,  Professor  Charles  Gide,  of 
whom  a portrait  and  sketch  appear  in  the 
April  “ Millgate.” 


LITERATURE  AND 
DEMOCRACY.* 

§ Reviewed  by  “ Democritus.^ 

Sir  Arthur  Quilt, er-Couch,  better  known 
at  one  time  as  " Q.,’’  of  ‘ Dead  Man’s 
Rock  ” fame,  has  lately  earned  a little  news- 
paper notoriety  by  publishing  some  rather 
unusual  viewe  on  the  Drink  Question, 
giving  rise  to  one  of  those  epistolary  con- 
troversies that  are  usually  confined  to  the 
big  gooseberry  season. 

It  is  probable  that  most  of  our  readers 
-would  take  sides  against  Sir  Arthur  on  the 
alcohol  question,  believing  that  it  is- one  of 
the  banes  and  not  one  of  the  blessings  of 
mankind. 

On  the  contrary,  however,  most  of  our 
readers,  we  believe  would  heartily  endorse 
Sir  Arthur  Q u ill  er-Couch ’s  very  democratic 
views  on  "The  Art  of  Reading,"  which, 
is  the  title  given  to  a series  of  lectures  de- 
livered at  Cambridge  University,  where  Sir 


Do  you  drink  enough  milk? 

NO  family  of  five  should  buy  meat  until  they 
have  bought  at  least  three  quarts  of  milk.” 

That  is  an  expert’s  opinion  on  the  great  value 
of  milk  as  a food. 

Milk  contains  all  the  elements  of  nutrition.  It  is 
the  most  important  single  food  for  adults.  Because 
pf  its  nutriment  and  growth-promoting  value  it  is 
the  best  food  for  infants  and  children. 

In  spite  of  these  facts  the  average  consumption  of 
milk  in  the  British  Isles  is  only  £ pint  per  head 
per  day.  At  least  four  times  this  amount  per  head 
should  be  consumed  to  supply  everybody’s  require- 
ments. 

How  much  milk  does  your  family  use  ? Now 
that  it  is  possible  to  get  rich,  pure  milk  of  uniform 
quality  at  a moderate  price  there  is  no  reason  to  neglect 
this  most  important  article  of  diet. 

Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  is  simply  pure,  full  cream 
milk  from  famous  pasture  lands,  concentrated  by  the 
evaporation  of  more  than  half  its  natural  moisture, 
and  sterilized.  No  sugar,  no  other  foreign  preser- 
vatives are  used. 

When  used  full  strength  Libby’s  Evaporated 
Milk  more- than  takes  the  place  of  cream.  Diluted 
half  and  half  with  water  it  may  be  used  wherever 
rich  milk  is  called  for.  For  infant  feeding,  dilute 
with  boiled  water  according  to  the  age  and  strength 
of  the  child. 

Order  a supply  of  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  from 
your  grocer  to-day.  Be  sure  to  ask  for  Libby’s,  the 
“ “Blue  and  White  Pyramid  Label” 

Send  for  our  free  booklet  “ Finer  Flavoured  Milk 
Dishes .”  It  is  full  of  recipes  for  delicious  cream  and 
butter  saving  dishes  that  will  please  the  whole  family. 

Libby,  McNeill  & Libby,  Ltd, 

(Dept.  B ),  London,  E.C.  3. 


Let  your  Grocer  be  your  Milkman 


Arthur  is  " Professor  of  English  Litera- 
ture," aud  published  by  the  Cambridge 
University  Press. 

Sir  Arthur  gets  l ight  down  to  the  inarnnv 
of  his  motive  in  the  concluding  words  of  liis 
preface,  where  lie  disowns  the  view  that 
culture  L to  be  regarded  as  an  adornment  lor 
the  privileged  and  the  rich ; contending 
that  a liberal  education  is  not  an 
appendage  to  be  purchased  by  a few  . that 
Humanism  is,  rather,  a quality  which  mu, 
and  should,  condition  all  our  teachiii-  J 
which  can  and  should  be  impressed  as  a 
character  upon  it,  all,  from  a poor  child’s 
first  lesson  in  reading  up  to  a tutor's  last 
word  to  his  pupil  on  the  ova  of  a l’ripos. 
Thus,  although  Sir  Arthur  is  a University 
Professor  of  English  Literature,  he  at  onto 
makes  it  clear  that  what  he  teaches  about 
literature  to  undergraduate^  he  wants  to  ho 
carried  away  as  an  influence  into  the  world 
at  large,  for  “ tile  real  battle  for  English 
literature  lies  in  our  elementary  schools  and 
in  the  training  of  our  elementary  teachers." 

Our  author  does  not  agree  with  Carl.vle  in 
his  estimate  of  eighteenth  century  litera- 
ture. To  the  Sage  of  Chelsea  it  was  a gim- 
crack  shoddy,  or  as  he  called  iu  n’pastebuaid 
age.  As  sheer  artists,  Sir  Arthur  admires 
the  eighteenth  century  writers.  But, ’as  ho 
points  out,  they  had  cne  great  defect,  aud 
that  was  that  they  were  exclusive,  they 
fenced  themselves  off  from  the  world,  made 
for  themselves  as  it  were  a garden  enclosed 
— in  a word,  they  were  anti-democratic. 
An  artist  in  words  might  be  forgiven 
for  excluding  from  his  purview  all 
things  fundamentally  vicious  and  harmful. 
But  the  eighteenth  century  men  wont 
further  than  that.  They  bandaged  t licit- 
eyes  to  the  existence  of  ordinary  working 
people ; and  their  theory  of  culture  con- 
trived to  keep  its  fence  intact  “ by  dis- 
countenacing  all  ambition  in  a poor  child  to 
rise  above  what  Sir  Spencer  Walpole  called 
; liis  inevitable  and  hereditary  lot.’  " 
Against  sucii  a narrow  delimitation  of 
education  aud  culture  to  the  leisured  clussc-s 
Sir  Arthur  sternly  sets  his  face.  For 
" every  child,"  even  every  poor  child, 
" wants  to  learn.  From  the  ago  of  two  or 
thereabout?  he  valiantly  essays  the  ‘onquost 
of  articulate  speech,"  using  it  as  ‘ li.uid- 
mnid  of  his  imperious  will  to  learn.”  What 
right  had  the  eighteenth  century  men  to 
thwart  this  imperious  will  when  found  in  a 
poor  child  ; or  coining  to  our  own  times,  what 
right  have  these  wielders  of  the  economy 
axe  to  cut  at  the  roots  of  education  for  the 
poor?  Are  they  less  worthy  to  learn  than 
the  rich.  Arc  they  essentially  any  Ion-  eul- 
turable  titan  those  scions  of  wealthy  houses 
wlm  assemble  at  Cambridge?  If  anyoiio 
thinks  they  are.  Jet  him  read  Sir  Arthur's 
delicate  sarcasm  in  reference  to  the 
rowdyism  of  Cambridge  undergrads  oil 
page*.  61  aud  ,62  of  his  book. 

It  is  noteworthy,  as  Emerson  points  out 
in  a passage  quoted  approvingly  by  Sir 
Arthur,  that  the  very  greatest  writers  make 
their  appeal  to  sentiments  tlmt  arc  universal 
in  the  whole  of  mankind,  whether  low  or 
high  ; young  or  old.  rich  cr  poor;  so  that,  as 
Emerson  says,  “ All* that  Slwkospcn'2  *n.vs 
of  the  King,  yonder  slip  df  a boy  that  reads 
iu  tlie  corner  feels  to  be  true  of  himself." 

That  is  the  whole  secret  of  the  mat  lor. 
The  fundamental  verities  are  not  the  close 
preserves  of  the  rich,  or  oven  the  highly 
intellectual;  they  are  to  be  apprehended  ly 
the  simple-minded,  by  the  young,  and  hy  the 
poor.  Indeed,  it  sometimes  happens  that 
too  much  intellectuality  blinds  men  to  the 
most  important  truths,  which  are,  however, 
readily  comprehended  by  uncultured  sons  of 
toil,  in  the  sense  of  those  sublime  noids, 
" I thank  Thee.  O Father,  that  Thou  lu-t 
hidden  these  tilings  from  the  wise  and 
prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them  unto 
babes." 

•■‘On  the  Art  of  Ruling, " by  Sir  Arthur  quilkf 
Couch.  Cambridge  univcv-ity  Pri~-.  16«. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 


“ Secondary  Education  for  All : A Poln  y 
foe  Labour."  By  It.  H.  Tawney.  Iajiidon 
The  Labour  Party  and  Geo.  Allen  and 
Unwin.  2s.  6d. 

“ Writ  on  Cold  Slab..-’  By  Sylvia  Paul.- 
hurst.  London  : Dreadnought  Publishers, 
Is.  Cd.  ,,  T> 

“ Tne  Land  Question  Solved. 

Robert  Murray  (joint  editor.  "Seotti-b  ( <>* 
operator  ’’).  London  : Labour  Publishing 
Co.  Ltd.  ls.-6d. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

P.  Whittaker  — You  will  see  that  Mr- 
Openahaw,  of  the  lamdon  branch  of  the 
C.W.S.,  opens  up  the  subject  thi  1W'*  ' 
Forget  that  there  is  a militant  trade  union 
and  that  some  committees  also  di-j/ia. 
militant  tendencies,  and  get  your  cum-ng  ic- 
on the  committee  to  fjwv  tin*  whole  g'lbjet 
from  a "co-operative”  point  of  view. 

J.  A.  Watts. — The  easiest  way  is 
fellow  member’s,  who  are  not  alr'-1  • 
readers,  to  order  the  " News  " at  the  f*o  • 
There  should  be  no  difficulty.  ” ^ 

reader  got  three  more  to  tak  * 1 <M<> 
our  circulation  would  reach  nearly  ,13,» 
million. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


HONEST  VALUE  IN  BOOTS. 

tricks  of  the  trade  that  involve  waste 

AND  DANGER. 


BRANDS  THAT  CONVEY  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 

GUARANTEE  FOR  SOUNDNESS. 


BY  OCR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONERS. 


The  “ Daily  News  ” lias  been  doing  a pub- 
lic service  by  its  exposure  of  the  shameless 
and  heart  less  frauds  perpetrated  upon  nn- 
gusiKctiug  purchasers  of  boot  manufacturers 
«iio  have  made  camouflage  a fine  art.  It 
is  a service  the  “Co-operative  News”  has 
performed  many  times  in  its  history,  not 
only  in  the  interests  of  the  purchasers  of 
boo’ts,  but  in  the  interests  of  the  purchasers 
I of  furniture,  clothing,  and  food,  in  all  of 
v|iich  trades  faking  gees  on  incessantly,  in 
spite  of  exposure,  warning,  threats,  and 
penalties.  Fraud  evidently  pays  till  the 
perpetrator  is  punished,  ana  in  some  cases 
oven  after  that — if  the  fraud  has  been  big 
, enough. 

The  “Co-operative  News  reaches  part 
..  of  the  co-operative  public,  but  the  “ Daily 
News,”  on  the  other  hand,  reaches  a section 
of  the  people  we  do  not  reach,  and  it  js  all 
to  the  good  that  that  section  should  be 
warned  of  the  tricks  played  upon  it.  If 
more  of  them  were,  we  should  have  greater 
accessions  to  the  co-operative  ranks. 

The  Substitute  Fraud, 

All  is  not  gold  that  glitters,  and  all  is 
not  leather  that  looks  like  it.  To  sell  an 
inferior  substitute,  painted  and  stained  and 
polished  to  look  like  leather,  to  a purchaser 
who  believes  he  is  buying  leather,  is  fraud. 
The  fraud  is  perpetrated  even  in  highly- 
priced  footwear,  but  the  temptation  to  fraud 
is  all  the  greater  in  the  production  of  the 
cheaper  grades  of  boots  and  shoes;  and  at 
, times  like  the  present,  when  most  working 
people  are  forced  to  economise  where  and 
when  and  how  they  can*- there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  poorer  people  are  the  chief  victims  of 
'this,  ns  they  are  of  every  other  imposition. 
Tlio  fraud,  reprehensible  when  practised 
upon  the  well-to-do,  is  all  the  more  cruel 
when  practised  upon  those  who  have  to  be 
shod  as  cheaply  as  possible,  because  they 
least  of  all  afford  the  loss  which  the 
fraud  imposes  upon  them,  and  because  the 
consequences  of  the  fraud  are  so  serious  in 
their  case  as  to  be  almost  fatal.  It  i8  not 
simply  that  the  boots  wear  out  in  a much 
shorter  time  than  these  purchasers  bargain 
for;  but  the  chief  danger  is  the  danger  to 
health.  Boots  which,  instead  of  excluding 
rain  nnd  snow  and  slush,  absorb  all  sorts  of  I 


moisture,  keep  the  feet  damp  and  chilled 
cause  rheumatism,  colds,  pneumonia,  and 
otlvr 'kind red  afflictions,  and  death  lias  been 
due  in  many  eases  to  the  wealing  of  boots  and 
shoes  of  which  vital  parts  were  made  from 
what  the  purchaser  believed  to  be  leather, 
but  which  was  simply  a colourable  imitation. 

Only  Real  Guarantee. 

Many  times,  during  its  fifty  years’  de- 
fence of  the  interests  of  the  working  people, 
the  “Co-operative  News”  has  warned  its 
readers  that  their  only  real  guarantee 
against  fakiiig  lay  in  the  purchase  of  co- 
operatively-produced  goods.  In  no  depart- 
ment of  trade  are  co-operators  so  effec- 
tively protected  as  they  are  in  the  boot  and 
slice  trade.  A recollection  of  a visit  to  any 
Congress  Exhibition  will  impress  that  Upon 
any  Congress  delegate. 

Within  the  co-operative  movement  we 
have  factories  and  plant  with  a combined 
capacity  for  producing  about  100,000  pairs  of 
boots  per  week.  There  is  not  a factory  in 
the  movement  working  up  to  its  full  capa- 
city at  present.  Some,  it  is  true,  are  fairly 
well  occupied;  some  come  near  to.  the  limit 
of  their  possible  output;  but  there  is  not 
one  society  engaged  in  the  boot  trade  that 
could  not  produce  from  a few  hundred  pairs 
to  some  thousands  of  pairs  weekly,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  they  are  producing  iiow,  with- 
out spending  one  pound  on  additional  plant. 
And  this  at  a time  when  the  daily  press 
has  been  moved  to  on  exposure  of  the 
crimes  of  the  boot  trade! 

Best  Factories  in  the  Country. 

Co-operators  have  at  their  command  some 
of  the  largest  and  best  boot  factories  in  the 
country.  'I  lie  C.W.S.  has  its  factories  at 
Leicester,  Derby,  Leeds,  Heckmomlwike, 
and  Rushden,  supplemented  by  its  fellmon- 
gernig  and  tanning  works  at  Pontefract, 
Buckfastleigli,  and  Grappenflnll.  The. 
S.C.W.S.,  with  its  large  factories  at  Shield- 
hall  arr.l  Parkview,  together  with  its  tan- 
ning and  currying  departments,  is  able  to 
cater  for  the  co-operators  north  of  the 
Tweed;  but,  like  the  C.W.S.,  it  has  to  com- 
plain of  short-time.  Besides  these  great 
establishments  there  ana  the  factories  of  the 


32  h.p.  3-ton  Lorry.  One  of 
IS  Albion  vehicles  supplied  to 
Messrs.  Galbraith's  Stores,  Ltd. 


a real  saving? 

JF  you  are  tempted  by  what  appears  to  be  an 
attractive  low  price  for  a commercial  vehicle, 
lemeiriber  that  the  true  test  of  economy  is  in 
upkeep  cost  and  length  of  life. 

Experienced  transport  users  have  proved  again 
and  again  that  the  apparent  initial  saving  on  a low- 
priced  vehicle  is  often  more  than  swallowed  up  by  a 
big  loss  in  excessive  repairs  and  running  charges. 


productive  societies  to  provide  solid  footing 
for  co-operatcrs  throughout  the  country. 

So  much  flits  appeared  in  the  press  about 
the  merits  of  various  largely  advertised 
brand's  that  co-operators — as  they  are 
in  other  directions' — may  be  tempted  to 
forget  that  they  have  excellent  brands  pro- 
duced under  the  conditions  they  prescribe, 
and  controlled  by  the  workers  either  as  pro- 
ducers or  as  consumers,  or  by  a combination . 
of  both.  4 

The  " Wheat  sheaf  ” brand  of  the  C.W.S. 
is  a guarantee  of  quality;  and  the  C.W.S. 
boots  and  shoes  are  made  in  all  classes — for 
men,  women,  and  children — -at  prices  rang- 
ing from  IDs.  for  ladies’  shoes  arid  from 
los.  4d.  for  men’s  boots.  Recent  advertis- 
ing in  the  “ News  ” has  created  a heavy 
demand  for  these  lines,  although  the  decline 
1 n t'J?  demand  lbr  ordinary  lines  has  fallen 
off  slightly  owing  to  unemployment  mvl  the 
reduced  purchasing  power  of  the  members  of 
t he  societies.  This,  oouplecl  with  the  fact 
that  very  (X>nsiderable  stocks  were  piled  up 
when  the  boom  was  at  its  height,  lias  led  to 
sliort-tinie  in  iienre  of  the  factories. 

The  Brands  to  Look  For. 

Among  the  productive  societies  there  is 
more  specialisation.  The  Ewellon  ” 
brand,  for  example,  rovers  ladies’,  girls’ 
and  hoys  boots  and  shoes  produced  by  the 
Excelsior  Society  at  Sileby,  near  Lougli- 
i ' , J ,e  factcr>'  wns  established!  in 
1J0/  by  local  workers  dissatisfied  with  the 
capitalist  system  of  production;  aud  the 
society  llinUcis  its  prbtils'bettveeil  workers 
customer.;,  and  shareholders— tile  workers 
receiv;"-e  grants  /rent  a special  non-oontiibu- 
tory  fund  when  they  are  ill. 

The  Clievlmm  Boot  and  Sfloe  Society 
which  features  the  C.B.M.  brand,  specialises 
in  working  boots  for  men,  youths,  and  bovs 
particularly  hob-uail  boots— the  cheapest 
produc  t being  a man’s  boot  at  9s.  Its  orders 
are  a bit  uncertain ; but  the  factory  is  work- 
ing hdl-t, me  at  present. 

‘Self-Help”  lias  a co-oparativ 
about  it  ¥x  ” ’ 


'0^  ft-  If  »the  brand  used  by  the  Leices 
, 1 for  ladies’  and  girls 

boots  and  shoes  of  a medium  class,  of  which 
it  can  produce  2,000  pairs  a week.  On  the 


‘ Pioneer  Boot  Works  at  Northampton. 
Ibe  productions  are  of  a high  grade,  but 
there  is  a considerable  gap  between  tlio 
oiHput  and  the  capacity  of  the  works. 

. The  “ Sperope  ’ brand  applies  to  ladies’, 
girls  , and  boys’  footwear  produced  by  tlio 
bperope  Boot  Manufacturers  Limited  of 
Harwell. 

The  Union  Boot  and  Shoe  Society  of 
ivet  ter  lire  is  another  go-ahead  productive 
concern  known  for  its  “ Union  ” brand, 
wmeh  is  a guarantee  that  all  the  workers 
engaged  in  the  production  share  in  the 
pi°(itt>.  S. C.W.S.  Productions. 

“ Sliieldhall,”  of  course,  distinguishes  the 
hoots  and  slices  of  the  S.C.W.S.,  which 
manufactures  every  class  of  boot  and  shoe 
lor  outdoor  wear  known  to  the  trade,  rang- 
mg  from  the  heavy  and  coarse  navvy's  boots 
t(J  ym  daintiest  of  lady’s  footwear. 

The  society  produces  all  grades,  being  ahlo 
to  turn  out  no  less  than  210  different  lines 
m men  s,  ladies’,  and  boys’  boots  aud  shoes, 
lhe  output  capacity  of  the  factory  is  18,000 
pairs  per  week,  but  unforfunatelv  the  con- 
ditions of  trade  only  permit  the ‘factory  to 
work  about  two  days  a week. 

The  Scottish  Wholesale  specialise  in  what 
tiiey  call  their  standard  boot,  which  is  sold 
to  the  societies  at  15s.  for  men's  makes  and 


committee  of  this  society  the  employees  are 
keninjontj-wnd  the  society  h»»  sue! 

Boot*  piodufed  bv  tIls  Crompton 

Manufacturer,  at  Desborootsli  where 
onl  I,  TN  D*moc,"f  ” teats  and  shoes  fo? 
voutlu  and  boys  are  also  produced.  Its  nro- 
duct  ions  can  ho  had  to  retail  at  I4sP  — 


14s.  6d. ; and  while'  the  factory  Jim  o 
capacity  lor  5,000  pairs  par  week  its  iiresen? 
ontP"t  js  somewhere  about  1 200  1 

‘ 1,11  ■tPA'1  ” “ 9“r  Circle,”  and  “ loung 
e the  brands  of  tba  Anchor 
lad i« is1  7,vT;Vi7  - S°c,e^v’  specialises  in 

hot  , i'i  ’°VS  - a"d  tikiklren’s  foot- 
> " ''ich  is,  at  present,  only  turninc 

le  of  6 Atii,,,Tlt,ty  “f  Wnipmira?'  f 
lmldorf  « i »,  U t!'e  workers  are  share- 
ion  S?  r c',l?,leM5®s  compari. 

-on  with  its  products  as,  indeed  nil 
co-operatn-e  productive  rLhtjy  do.  86 

crarlft  L?Ury  brand  on  the  better 
gi.ulo  of  ladies  smart  footwear 
guarantee  that  it  ‘ 

Leicester  ~ 


out 


Co-operativ< 


produced  by  the 


. and  the 
up-to-date 


r.  • ",  -"t-i/oituive  Boot  and  Shoe 

the'hS’i  " I10  ' meets  con,P®titiou  with  all 
the  bettei  known  private  brands  of  similar 
>ots  and  shoes.  The  society’s  cheapest 
line,  is  a ladie*  _ glaoi  kid  rhoe  ' ' 

society  prides  itself  on  ' 
styles. 

Kr‘‘Jji‘9  Policeman  ” and  the  “ Ivv  ” 

Fenepfl  p'e , the,  £r°nerty  of  the  Higham 

over  the  makers.  The  society’s 
mark  on  the  sole. 


ti, not  di 
hoots  hav 


the  “ li- 


lt is  the  Albion’s  unassailable  record  for 
running  costs,  length  of  life  and  freedom 


it  invariably  the 


low 

hom  breakdown,  that  makes 
cheapest  vehicle  to  purchase. 

Write  now  for  particulars  of  Albion  Models. 


Capacity, 
30,  50,  60 
&Rd  80  cwt» 


COMMERCIAL  MOTORS 

ALBION  MOTOR  CAR  CO.,  LTD 

SCOTSTOUN,  GLASGOW. 

London  Office  : Bank  Buildings,  Kiugsway,  W.C.2. 
Also  at  Manchester,  $hbffiei.d  and  Birmingham. 


For  Men  and  Boys. 

Tlie  " Blandfurd  " boots  and  shoes  are 
,„d  *1  ' . ' d "m,dlllm  llas.s  lot  non,  youths, 
and  bojs  I he  name  is  well  known,  and 

BhndFo-?  !v  "E  fo?,t."'ilr  Produced  at  tlio 
Mil  , ldn  , ".eM'ngtoru"£ht  by  tho 
?l  ‘ fid  ” 1 ybimifaeturers.  which,  iUte 
tnc  other  prod, at, ;e  eomerns  mentioned, 
rnemher  ol  the  Co-operative  Prodllc- 
I ecleratioii.  I lie  society  al,so  caters 
fm  sports ' boots  and  shoes.  Its  output  is 
bout  1X10  pairs  per  week  short  of  the 
opacity  of  its  plant. 

Ihe  "N.P.S.”  brand  is  tarried  on  the 
men  s and  hoys  hoots  of  the  Northampton- 
shire I’rottueme  Society,  which  in  the 
oldest  bout  society  in  the  country  working 
on  copartnership  lines.  Men’s  -‘boots  are 
F’jpplie:  at  prices  ranging  irom  8s.  lid.  to 
jos  Il.e  society  up  till  1900  made  boots 
» ,Go;;^,ime,ft  departments — War  Office, 
lost  Office  Admiralty— but  established 
itself  among  the  co-operative  societies  since 
the  South  African  war.  Only  last  week  it 
completed  a.  Government  contract  for  8 000 
pairs  of  boots. 

Hoi jonke  ” brand  distinguishes  the 
products  of  the^  Kettering  Co-operative 
Boot  and  Shoe  Society,  whose  employees 
share  alike  in  good  and  bad  times.  The 
society  r$  productions  include  all  classes  of 
gents.’  and  boys’  boots  and  shoes,  but  its 
specialities  are  glace  kid  and  box-calf 
welted  goods,  its  cheapest  line  being  sewn 
and  stitched. 

“ Progress  ” ladies’  and  girls’  boots  and 
shoes  come  from  yie  Glenfield  Progress 
Society,  Leicester,  where  the  workers  are 
eligible  t«i r the  committee  and  the  profits 
are  divided  between  capital,  labour,  and 
the  consumer.  With  a capacity  for  2,000 
pairs  per  week,  the  society  is  doing  at 
present  about  1,500  pairs. 

“Pioneer  Co-opera  tire  ” is  on  the  Good- 
year welted  ladies'  and  gents.’  boots  of  the 


,,,  - 0^,7 — • — s makes  and 

llsl  Jd:  ,f?.r  Indies  makes.  The  i-eputa- 
lion  of  Sliieldhall  manufactured  footwear  is 
second  to  none  in  Scotland;  indeed  it  is 
hardly  too  much  to  say  that  for  wearing 
qualities  the  hoots  and  shoes  which  come 
from  the  Sliieldhall  factory  are  unsurpassed. 

There  is  not  a single  factory  meutioned 
above  which  resorts  to  adulteration  or  fraud 
ihe  only  instance  we  can  find  of  the  us^ 
of  a substitute  for  leather  has  relation  to 
ladies  high  heels.  Some  of  the  factories 
use  several  plies  of  leather  next  tho  foot, 
then  two  or  three  plies  of  leather  board,  then 
several  plies  of  solid  leather  next  the 
ground  to  build  up  the  heel;  but  there  is  no 
danger  of  evil  effects  from  that  practice 
winch  is  generally  resorted  to  throughout 
the  trade  to  secure  lightness.  Soles  and 
uppers  are  leather  throughout. 

When  the  use  of  substitutes  is  so  wide- 
spread, it  is  easy  to  understand  that  people 
may  be  lured  from  co-operative  loyalty  by 
cheapness  We  have  seen  specimens  of 
adies  high-class”  footwear  which  have 
had  a thin  layer  of  kid  on  the  outside,  while 
the  inside  was  packed  with  Inver  upon  layer 
oi  fabric  and  felt,  while  the  heel  was 
stiffened  with  a mixture  of  rubber  and  fab- 
ric, nnd  a thin  layer  of  leather  on  the  in- 
side. When  makers  resort  to  these  tricks, 
it  is  easy  to  understand  how  they  cut  out 
co-operative  productions. 

It  is  no  economy  to  buy  these  faked  goods 
as  three  pairs  will  last  no  longer  than  out 
pair  of  solid  leather  boots  or  shoes  pro- 
duced in  co-operative  factories  witli  well- 
established  standards  of  excellence  in 
quality  and  workmanship.  Besides,  health 
is  a serious  consideration  to  the  worker,  and 
when  all  these  considerations  are  taken  into 
account,  there  ought  to  be  a big  swing  hack 
to  the  demand  for  goods  bearing  the  co-  . 
operative  brand  and  its  guarantee  of  trade 
union  conditions  of  honest  value. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

North-Western  Sectional 
Board  Election. 

The  Blackburn  (Ama’gamated) 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

solicit  lhe  voles  and  support  of  Socielies  on  behalf 
of  their  Nominee, 

Mr.  James  Hopwood. 

A Co-op»rator  of  26  years’  standing,  he  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Macagemcnt  for 
a nuTb.-r  of  years,  and  on  the  Executive  of  his 
own  Trade  Union  during  the  past  twelve  year*. 

A conv  ncing  and  fluent  speaker,  he  ii  full  of 
enthusiasmgfor  Propaganda  and  Educational  work 
in  connec  ion  wiih  the  movement,  and  has  taken 
classes  on  the  Co-operative  Union  Text-Book, 

" Indu  trial  Co-operatnn." 

He  is  in  every  respect  a real  good  man,  and  wa 
confidently  request  your  support. 

JOHN  WILD  NORTH.  President. 
R1XON  HINDLE.I  Joint 
JOHN  DEWSNAP.  j Secretaries. 


SGUTH-WESTERN  SECTIONAL  E0ABD 

OF  THE  CO  0PEBATIVE  0NI0M. 

The  Committee  of  the  Huckfaxtleigh 
Co-operative  Society  Limited  beg  to  ask 
your  vote  and  influence  on  frehnlf  of  their 
nominee,  / 

Me.  JAMES  MIDGLEY, 

for  the  Committee  of  the  South-Western 
Sectional  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 
His  business  ability,  as  well  as  bis  special 
knowledge  of  the  Co-operative  Movement 
will,  we  feel  confident,  make  him  an 
acquisition  to  the  Board. 

Air.  Midgley  is  at  present  n member  of  the 
Society’s  Management  Committee,  and  has 
had  nearly  twenty  years’  practical  exporienoe 
of  Co-opera cive  Work. 

We  are  confident  tliat  our  candidate,  if 
elected,  will  do  ic-tica  to  the  .Movement, 
and  he  a valuable  asset  to  the  Sectional 
Board. 

Reserve  one  vote  for  James  Midgley, 
p.p.  The  Committee  cf  Management, 

G.  E.  Andrews. 

Managing  Secretary. 
W.  H.  Brown,  President  ; 
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STAMP  INSURANCE 
SCHEME. 

NEW  EXPERIMENT  AT  CAMBRIDGE. 


A new  method  of  collecting  industrial  pre- 
miums for  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Society 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Cambridge  Society, 
and  the  result  of  the  experiment  will  be 
•watched  with  interest.  It  is  not  intended  to 
work  this  scheme  in  any  district  where  there 
is  a full-lime  agent  employed  by  the  C.l.S. 
The  members  purchase  the  ordinary  stamps 
issued  for  saving  purposes,  and  these  are 
placed  in  a book  to  represent  the  value  of  the 
premium  due  to  the  Insurance  Society.  The 
hooks  are  sent  in  quarterly,  and  each  con- 
tributor is  credited  with  a dividend  on  the 
total  amount  paid  in  premiums.  At  present, 
this  means  that  an  insured  person  participating 
in  the  scheme  receives  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound  on 
premiums  paid.  , r 

One  of  tlie  advantages  is  that  the  labour  of 
making  weekly  collections  of  premiums,  with 
the  resultant  expense,  is  obviated.  It  is  quite 
simple  for  the  insured  person  to  purchase  the 
Gd.  stamps  and  place  them  in  the  book  at 
convenient  times  prior  to  the  quarter  dayv 

Mr.  E.  C.  Poof,  Labour  organiser  in  Cam- 
bridge, has  been  appointed  special  representa- 
tive to  deal  with  this  scheme.  Mr.  It.  I. 
Bamber  has  lately  addressed  meetings  of  trade 
union  branches  in  explanation  of  this  new 
method  of  premium  payment.  It  should  re- 
ceive the  fullest  support  of  all  trade  unionists, 
seeing  that  it  effects  a substantial  economy  in 
the  working  of  industrial  insurance. 

Brought  Within  Reach  Of  All. 

Trade  unionists  and  labour  men  have  agi- 
tated against  tho  big  proportion  of  the  indus- 
trial insurance  premiums  in  private  companies 
which  is  absorbed  in  working  expenses.  As 
a result  of  this  dissatisfaction,  the  Committee 
over  which  Lord  Parmoor  presided  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 
insurance  companies.  The  evidence  given  con- 
firmed tho  charges  which  have  been  made  as 
to  the  disproportionate  amount  incurred  as 
management  expenses — in  many  cases  about 
50  per  cent,  of  the  premium  paid.  Under  this 
fresli  system  insurance  is  brought  within  the 
reach  of  every  co-operator  in  the  particular 
district  where  it  is  adopted,  whilst  the  expenses 
are  reduced  to  a minimum.  Tlie  dividend 
paid  by  the  society  is  on  encouragement  to 
the  members  to  make  provision  against  all 
contingencies. 

The  stamp  system  should  further  popularise 
the  C.T.S.,  with  its  splendid  advantages.  It 
is  anticipated  that  eventually  the  scheme  will 
bo  extended  to  other  districts.  There  is  no 
desire  to  cause  any  displacement  of  the  ex- 
isting staff  by  the  introduction  of  this  new 
means  of  premium  collecting. 


SIDMOUTH  REVIVAL. 


EMPLOYEES’  SUCCESSFUL  EVENTS. 


Sidmoutii  Society  has  done  remarkably 
well  during  the  past  twelve  months.  A 
year  ago,  when  Mr.  J.  Anderson  was 
appointed  manager-secretary,  things  did 
not  look  very  bright,  but  by  pegging  away 
the  members  now  find  themselves  in  a 
sound  position. 

Mr.  Anderson’s  first  duty  was  to  make 
tho  employees  comfortable  in  their  work, 
and  the  result  was  seen  in  the  formation 
of  the  employees’  social  club,  which  gave 
a very  successful  concert  recently.  All  the 
items  were  well  received,  in  fact,  encores 
were  awnrded  in  prnetically  every  case. 

Mr.  J.  Amlerspn.  who  presided,  reviewed 
the  work  of  the  winter  season,  staring  that 
twenty-six  whist  drives  had  been  held, 
together  with  six  concerts,  also  a “ Hospi- 
tal Week,”  the  latter  being  particularly 
succeessful,  enabling  them  to  hand  over 
£30  6s.  2d.  to  the  local  hospital,  and  a 
guinea  to  Exeter  Eye  Infirmary.  A piano 
had  been  purchased  for  their  use.  He  also 
outlined  a programme  for  tlie  summer 
season,  which  would  consist  of  open-air 
whist  drives  (two  of  which  would  be 
reserved  for  the  hospital),  concerts,  and  an 
event  for  the  children. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 


Chesham  and  Wycombe. — Mr.  Hewlett 
presided  at  the  quarterly  meetings,  which 
were  held  iu  Wycombe  on  March  17tb,  and 
in  Chesham  on  March  24th.  The  interim 
report  and  cash  statement  for  thn  thirteen 
weeks  ended  February  18th  showed  that  tlw 
cash  sales  were  £29,6^4.  The  report  of  the 
committee  disclosed  that  the  society  was 
distributing  slightly  more  goods,  but  fer  less 
money,  than  twelve  montlis  ago.  Wycombe 
and  Chesham  had  got  their  full  shure  of  the 
national  slump  in  trade.  Membership  and 
chore  capital  were  still  growing,  and  the 
new  eonfoctionery  department  at  Chesham 
had  proved  to  be  a gmat  success.  Tho  net 
membership  on  February  18th  was  3,555, 
and  the  share  capital  totalled  nearly 
£60,000.  Mr.  A.  E.  Howlett  was  again 
elected  president.  An  encouraging  feature 
is  the  splendid  progress  that  is  being  made 
in  tho  town  of  High  Wyoombe.  and  it  is 
very  gratifying  to  note  the  response  which 
lias  attended  the  society’s  efforts  to  bring 
co-operation  along  at  that  place. 


Mr.  Fred  Athey,  standing  as  a co-opera- 
tive candidate  has  been  elected  a<  member 
of  the  Abertiliery  Council.  He  vhs  third 
on  the  poll  out  of  ten  candidates,  in  liis 
ward,  and*  fcatF  855  votes  to  'his-  credit. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 
AND  NEWS. 

[By  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 


The  Junior  Choir  of  the  Plymouth  Society 
have  again  distinguished  themselves  at  the 
great  musical  festival  of  the  west,  retaining  the 
Pousonby  Challenge  Cup  by  rendering  “ The 
Graceful  Swaying  Wattle  ” (Frank  Bridge)  and 
“ Full  Fathom  Five  ” (Hudson),  for  which  they 
were  awarded  94  marks  out  of  a maximum  of 
100.  The  Junior  Choir  B were  the  only  en- 
trants in  a class  for  junior  choirs  who  had  not 
already  won  a prize  at  the  Plymouth  Festival. 
They  sang  their  pieces,  however,  in  a manner 
which  evoked  the  cordial  praise  of  tho  ad- 
judicator (Dr.  Vaughan  Thomas),  who,  despite 
the  absence  of  any  rivals,  awarded  them  the 
first  prize,  of  which  he  declared  they  were  quite 
worthy.  Several  members  of  tho  juvenile 
choirs  performed  with  success  in  solo  com- 
petitions, winning  prizes  and  commendations 
from  both  Professor  Granville  Bantock  and 
Dr.  Thomas.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

On  Saturday  evening  an  admirable  per- 
formance of  Tennyson’s  “ The  Princess  ” — 
specially  dramatised  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Lennox — 
was  given  by  the  elocution  class  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Society,  whose  members  also  contri- 
buted in  excellent  style  an  anthology  of  nature 
poems  by  Stevenson,  Kipling,  Binyon,  Flicker, 
Margaret  Woods,  and  Mary  Coleridge.  Mean- 
while, the  operatic  section  has  attained  a 
membership  of  over  sixty,  and  are  pegging 
away  at  their  preparations  for  their  next 
performance.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  futures  of  the 
recent  intensive  campaign  at  Paignton  was 
the  marked  renewal  of  confidence  by  the  mem- 
bers in  the  society.  The  hearty  eo-operation 
of  the  staff  in  the  reorganisation  schemes  is 
commendable,  and  already  a marked  improve- 
ment in  sales  is  resulting',  especially  in  the 
allied  departments. 

Employees’  outings  in  the  south-west  are 
now  being  planned.  After  the  exhilaration  of 
the  motor  rides  through  tho  magnificent 
country  and  interesting  places  of  the  south- 
west, a call  is  generally  made  at  some  society’s 
premises  for  lunch  or  tea.  A spirit  of  real 
camaraderie  is  thus  set  up. 

“ The  greatness  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment lies  not  in  its  past,  glorious  though  that 
has  been,  nor  even  in  its  present  achievements, 
but  in  the  potential  possibilities  of  its 
future.” — Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  at  Paignton. 

* * * • 

“ If  we  have  within  our  movement  all  the 
sincere,  earnest  endeavour  for  co-operative 
advancement,  then  we  are  not  afraid  of  any 
outside  forces,  however  great  they  may  be.” — 
Mr.  Wilkins  (C.W.S.  director),  at  Paignton. 

The  fraternal  delegate  appointed  by  the 
Co-operative  Union  to  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers’  Congress  at  Torquay  is  Mr.  J.  T. 
Davies  (secretary  of  tlie  South-Western  Sec- 
tional Board).  The  choice  is  a very  happy 
one,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Davies  is  in  the  scholastic 
profession  in  Plymouth,  and  in  addition  to 
bis  sectional  board  activities  is  also  a member 
of  the  Central  Education  Committee  of  the 
Co-operative  Union,  representative  to  the  sec- 
tional educational  committee,  member  of  the 
Plymouth  general  committee,  and  Parlia- 
mentary candidate  lor  Tunbridge  Wells.  Mr. 
Davies  will  be  able  to  give  to  the  Congress, 
therefore,  a message  not  only  of  fraternal 
greeting,  but  one  that  will  be  bom  of  prac- 
tical and  extensive  experience  of  the  two 
movements.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

During  .the  past  week  Mr.  S.  Rees  (Co-opera- 
tive Party  organiser)  has  been  busy  in  the 
south-west.  In  addition  to  important  inter- 
views, he  has  addressed  meetings  at  Bridg- 
water, Paignton,  and  Newton  Abbot. 

The  sectional  organiser's  campaign  at  Paign- 
ton wound  up  at  Totnes  on  Saturday  with  a 
rousing  rally  in  the  Temperance  Hall.  A 
splendid  musical  programme  was  provided  by 
the  local  friends,  and  the  large  audience  not 
only  appreciated  their  efforts,  but  listened 
most  intently  to  the  addresses  of  Mr.  J.  Tell- 
wright  (Devon  district)  and  Mr.  Flowers.  At 
the  conclusion  a most  eifthueiastic  resolution 
to  rally  round  the  society  and  the  new  manager 
(Mr.  Fawcett)  was  carried  unanimously.  Dur- 
ing the  campaign  meetings  have  been  held  at 
Stoke  Gabriel  and  Galmpton,  and  conferences 
have  been  held  with  the  employees.  Women's 
Guild,  and  the  trade  unionists,  whilst  on  Mon- 


day last  the  Paignton  Town  Hall  was  crowded 
to  its  utmost  capacity  when  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilkins 
(C.W.S.  director)  and  the  Rev.  Ramsay 
gripped  the  audience  with  their  expositions 
of  the  co-operative  way  out  of  the  chaos  of 
life.  Tho  president  (Mr.  Toms)  and  the  man- 
aging-secretary (Mr.  Fawcett)  are  assured  of 
the  general  confidence  of  the  Paignton  mem- 
bers, and  sales  are  increasing  daily  in  every 
department.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Now  that  the  spring-cleaning  mania  is  pass- 
ing, and  there  are  prospects  of  possible  sunny 
days  in  the  near  future,  we  wish  to  again  remind 
co-operators  who  are  contemplating  holiday 
plans  to  be  loyal  to  the  movement  whilst 
away  from  home.  Every  society  in  tho  south- 
west will  be  pleased  to  answer  inquiries 
respecting  suitable  apartments,  and  many  of 
them  are  incorporated  both  in  the  local  and  the 
National  Guide  to  Co-operative  Apartments. 
It  is  quite  as  important  that  we  should  be 
loyal  to  our  movement  when  away  on  holiday 
as  when  at  home.  , ♦ ♦ 

In  the  Urban  District  Council  election  at 
Aberayron  Mi-.  Thomas  Davies,  a co-operative 
candidate,  was  returned  with  a poll  of  268 
votes.  There  were  twenty  candidates,  and 
Mi-.  Davies  was  eighth  on  tho  list. 

We  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  A. 
Pritchard,  a member  of  the  management  com- 
mittee of  the  Lydney  Society.  His  death  at 
the  early  age  of  fifty-one  came  as  a great  sur- 
prise, as  he  was  a man  of  fine  physique.  He 
had  been  in  failing  health  since  Christmas, 
but  was  only  confined  to  his  bed  for  about 
three  weeks.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Lydney  Society,  the  Gloucester  and  Here- 
ford District  Association,  and  the  District 
Hours  and  Wages  Board. 

—The  fuqpral  took  place  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, and  as  a last  tribute  of  respect  to  one 
of  their  ex-members,  tho  Lydney  Town 
Band  played  tjio  Dead  March  from  “ Saul  ” 
en  route  to  the  graveside,  where  tho  hymn 
“ Brief  Life  is  here  Our  Portion  ” was  sung. 
Mr.  R.  R.  Chappell  was  present  to  represent 
the  district  association  and  Hours  and  Wages 
Board,  and  acted  as  one  of  the  pall  bearers 
with  Mi-.  Draper  (manager  of  the  society)  and 
Mr.  Tudor  (secretary  of  the  society).  There 
was  a big  company  of  friends,  and  representa- 
tives of  various  associations  attended  to  show 
. their  respect.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

At  their  well-attended  whist  drive  on  April 
5th,  in  the  Co-operativo  Hall,  the  Paignton 
Women's  Guild  had  an  address  from  Mr.  Rees 
(Co-operative  Party  organiser).  Much  valu- 
able information  was  imparted,  and  in  tho 
future  an  attempt  will  bo  made  to  bring  tho 
society  into  line  with  Mr.  Rees’  suggestions. 

Two  membei-s  of  tho  Women’s  Guild  have 
recently  been  elected  to  the  management  com- 
mittee of  thejKingswear  Society  in  the  persons 
of  Mrs.  Satchall  and  Mrs.  Parker.  Under  the 
presidency  of  Mrs.  Weeks,  the  Kingswear 
guild  is  going  strong. 


ANOTHER  MAJORITY. 

CAV-S.  BRISTOL  PRESENTATION. 

A presentation  took  place  at  the  Bristol 
depdt  on  Friday,  March  31st,  to  Mr.  A.  R. 
Cunningham  (order  desk),  who  has  completed 
twenty-one  years’  service  with  the  Wholesale 
Society.  Tho  presentation  took  the  form  of 
a gold  watch,  suitably  inscribed. 

Mr.  J.  White  (secretary  of  the  presentation 
committee)  said  Mr.  Gunningham  was  now 
joining  a throng  of  between  fifty  and  sbrty 
persons  who  had  already  put  in  over  twenty- 
one  years’  service  with  the  Bristol  depot. 
This  spoke  well  for  the  Wholesale  Society, 
which  could  not  he  such  a bad  firm  to  work 
for  after  all. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Ford  (bank  department)  made  the 
presentation  on  behalf  of  the  staff.  He  hoped 
Mr.  Gunningham  would  be  spared  for  a long 
number  of  years  to  remain  in  the  employ  of  the 
C.W.S. 

Mr.  Gunningham  acknowledged  the  gift, 
which,  he  said,  he  fully  appreciated. 


The  South  Suburban  Society  have  now 
an  up-to-date  dairy  in  London-road, 
Croydon,  equipped  with  the  latest  and 
most  approved  apparatus.  _ 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


The  first  attempt  of  the  Mere  s\v; 
.Wilts.)  to  secure  a voice  iu  loc.il 
meut  affairs  since  its  inception  owT 0,,^ 
years  ago  took  place  on  Saturday  I .7', 
it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the 
manager  (Mr.  J.  H.  Allen)  was  elcud  , 
the  Mere  Rural  District  Council  “ 
keen  fight,  there  being  nine  candidate,  . 
four  seats.  We  extend  to  him  our  li,  arti(... 
congratulations. 


The  education  committee  of  the  t inter, 
bury  Society  held  a very  enjoyable 
drive  and  dance  at  the  .Oddfellows'  Ujn 
on  March  23rd,  when  some  twemv-ujM 
tables  were  occupied  for  the  wlii~t  ,|rue 
which  was  ably  directed  by  Messrs.  T. 
Hoole  and  H.  E.  Upson.  Refroslm,’cn^ 
having  been  served  by  tho  ladies’  ,vm. 
mittee,  the  dancers  took  possession  0f  ^ 
floor,  under  the  genial  M.C.  (Mr.  Smith) 
the  music  being  provided  by  Mr.  1*.  Castle 
(piano)  and  Mr.  M'Nally  (violin).  In  vj0,v 
of  the  success  of  the  evening,  and  at  the 
request  of  those  present,  the  educational 
committee  have  agreed  to  arrange  lor  a 
further  whist  drive  and  dauce. 


The  South  Suburban  Co-operative  Choral 
Society  (Croydon  Section)  gained  first 
place  in  class  2 (choral  societies)  at  tho 
London  Musical  Competition  Festival  held 
at  the  Central  Hall,  Westminster,  hist 
week.  In  class  17  (unaccompanied  voiiu 
quartettes)  four  members  of  tho  choir— 
Miss  E.  L.  Turley,  Mrs.  Hamer,  Mr.  A.  T. 
Blake,  Mr.  B.  E.  Kuoc-k — won  first  place, 

Mr.  A.  Gore  was  speaker  at  a concert- 
meeting  at  Penge,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  South  Suburban  Society,  on  Saturday. 
There  was  a large  audience,  and  Mr.  E. 
Castle’s  company  gave  an  excellent 
programme. 

Mr.  R.  Iiibberd,  secretary  to  tho 
Southern  Soctional  Board,  on  Wednesday 
last  week,  addressed  a concert-nio.-ting  ol 
Stoughton,  arranged  by  the  educational 
committee  of  the  Guildltard  Society. 

Mr.  A.  Hnysom,  of  the  Southern  Sectional 
Board’s  Loudon  staff,  spoke  at  a meeting  of 
the  Roe  Green  Men’s  Guild  (North-West 
London  Society)  last  week,  on  ” Co-ii]*; ra- 
tion and  Local  Government.” 

A very  successful  evening  was  spent  on 
Tuesday  last  week  at  Epping.  Mr.  E. 
Rockell  (C.W.S.)  gave  an  address  on 
“Ooeoa,”  explaining  how  it  is  grown, 
gathered,  packed,  and  shipped  to  England, 
riiere  to  be  made  into  cocoa,  and  cliocolato 
at  Luton  for  co-operators’  consumption. 
"Nutrix”  was  also  spoken  of.  (.'ups  of 
cocoa,  made  with  C.W.S.  11  Cof.'  and 
milked  with  “ Nutrix,”  were  hand  - l round, 
and  ‘‘Princess  Mary”  biscuits  with  •.mn-. 
Other  samples  were  also  given  away.  Th- 
musical  portion  of  tho  evening  cmnpripod 
songs  by  Misw  Hilda  Oakley,  recitations  hv 
Miss  Childs,  and  pianoforte  solos  by  Miss 
Marjorie  Pightling. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Winch  (assistant  secretary  of 
South  Suburban  Society)  and  Mrs.  WCbl) 
(a  member  of  tho  society's  management  com* 
mittee)  have  been  re-elected  unopposed  M 
members  of  tho  Beckenham  Urban  District 
Council. 

Students  journeying  front  London  to  tho 
Southern  Section  Easter  School,  at  Colchester, 
will  be  able  to  obtain  tickets  at  reduced  fun-s 
on  journeying  by  the  1-15  and  7-40  p.m.  train1 
from  Liverpool-strect,.  on  Thursday,  tho 
13th  inst. 


The  Co-operative  Children’s  Circle,  under 
the  presidency  of  Mrs.  Abbey,  held  a very 
successful  fancy  dress  dance  in  the  Co-opera- 
tive Hut,  Southend-on-Sea.  Tho  first  prize 
was  awarded  to  Edna  Munro,  jopresciiting  a 
stamp  club  ; Dorothy  Du  nanosecond  priw\ 
“ Reliable  Seeds  ” ; and  P.  Pinker,  Co- 
operative  Tea,”  third  prize.  John  l’cnncr  got 
a consolation  prize  for  representing  the  co- 
operative tailoring  department.  Tho  |'riZ” 
for  the  prettiest  girl  was  given  to  Dorm  rism  r 
(Japanese).  Master  Smith  took  tin-  pn«J 
tor  best  boy,  “Southend  United. 
Roberts  was  awarded  tho  prize  for  tin:  hes 
original  costume,  " Tho  Boy  Slavey. 

Mr.  W.  Nunn  (from  tho  Diss  Society)  hnj 
been  appointed  to  the  Norwich  Society  “ 
bakery  department;  Mr.  A.  G.  Brooks  (to  • 
mcrly  of  the  Brighton  Society)  has  scnirec  a 
appointment  as  manager  of  the  Noriucu 
Society's  central  drapery  department. 

A successful  concert-meeting,  under  the 
auspices  of.  tho  Southend-on-Sea  diatriri 
guilds’  council,  was  held  last  week-end.  ->  • 
W.  C.  Potter  (ex- joint  secretary  of  the  National 
Men’s  Guild,  and  member  of  the  management 
committee  of  tho  London  Society)  was  tn 
speaker. 

The  result  of  tho  Urban  Council  election 
contested  by  the  Woking  Co-operative  ion/ 

was  = — Mr.  Holmes  (tod.),  354;  .Mr. 
(Co-op.),  243.  The  parly  put  op  a good  W 
and  though  defeated,  retired  with  honour 
the  satisfaction  of  having  educated  i ^ 
co-operatore,  and  improved  on  last 
attempt.  An  enthusiastic  body  of 
made  every  effort  to  obtain  a win,  an 
organisation  was  good.  ( 

There  were  ten  candidates  for  six  y V'!;L®0 
the  Chesham  Urban  District  Council  ■ 

— six  Independents,  representative  Litter 

middle  class,  and  four  n*  ^ 


were  co-operatore,  but  two  wen  pu t » “ • 
by  the  Co-operative  Party  and 1 two  j 
unions.  Mr!  W.  G.  Parn e 
Manufacturers  Ltd.)  and  Mr.  R-  E-  2Jd 

as  Labour  and  Co-operative  candidate*. 

Mr.  Payne  was  elected  second  onWg j 
Mr.  Hale  was  the  highest  of  the  imsu 
candidates.  Labour  gained  one  sea  . 
of  their  candidates  being  elected. 


April  «.  1922. 
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IVY  Towers 

y I'.DwiAi  Elliott 
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Charter  XT. — How  the  Scarp  was  Found. 

Dick  Trent  bore  himself  jauntily  enough. 
His  head  lolled  slightly  on  one  safe,  and  he 
wore  his  billycock  hat  with  n rakish  tilt. 
His  shrewd  eyes  twinkled,  and  a sarcastic 
smile  ho veretL around  his  mouth. 

Aubrey  and  Stella  stopped,  for  the  man 
barred  their  advance,  as  if  he  Had  something 
to  sav  to  one  or  both.  It  was  to  the  former 
he  addressed  himself. 

"P'raps  you  don’t  remember  me,  Mr. 
Attercliffe.” 

" 1 remember  you  well  enough,  but  not 
favourably,"  returned  the  young  mail  with  a 
frown.  “ I have  notliing  to  say  to  you,  and 
you  can  have  nothing  to  say  to  me." 

" You’re  wrong  there,  stranger,"  retorted 
Trent  with  a disagreeable  smile.  £' I could 
tell  you  something  mighty  important,  if  I 
liked,  something  worth  civil  treatment." 

Aubrey  was  in  no  amiable  mood,  and  was 
about  to  dismiss  the  fellow  with  scant  cere- 
mony when  Stella  intervened. 

" Wait  a moment,  Mr.  Altercliffe.  I 
think  I know  this  gentleman."  Then,  ad- 
dressing Trent,  she  asked  : “ Isn't  your  name 
Silas  Depew?" 

She  noted  the  momentary  start,  and  the 
sudden  flash  from  his  eyes;  though  he  an- 
swered coolly  enough. 

"Guess  you’re  mistaken,  missy.  That 
ain't  my  name." 

‘•"Possibly,”  she  rejoined  quietly.  "But 
I remember  a notorious  cattle-lifter  of  that 
name,  who  bore  a ' .remarkable  likeness  to 
you,  being  arrested  in  Maine  while  I was 
there." 

Trent  bowed  with  exaggerated  politeness, 
and  replied  with  exasperating  deliberation: 
" Missy,  your  lovely  optics  must  have 
played  a trick  upon  you.  But  I know  the 
States  pretty  well,  and  all  the  big  town©  in 
them,  besides  lots  of  the  little  ones.  I know 
Maine,  and  I know  Boston.  In  Maine  I 
knew  a sprightly  little  .school  ntiss;  and  in 
Boston  I knew  her  honoured  pa  and  ilia.  Miss 
Stella  Hazletborpe,  may  I compliment  \ou 
on  looking  so  well?" 

His  manner  was  not  exactly  offensive,  but 
the  girl’s  cheeks  flushed  resentfully 
nevertheless. 

" You  forget  yourself,  man,"  she  cried  in 
heightened  tones.  " Don’t  be  impertinent." 

Trent’s  eyes  flashed  rather  dangerously ; 
but  before  lie  could  retort  Aubrey  burst  in 
with : — 

"You  impudent  scoundrel!  Take  yourself 
oil  while  you  are  safe!" 

Trent  manifested  no  fear  of  the  incensed 
young  man,  in  spite  of  the  latter’s  immense 
physical  superiority.  With  one  hand  thrust 
into  a trouser  pocket,  and  a sardonic  curve 
at  the  corners  of  his  mouth,  he -retorted 
coolly  : — 

“ Simmer  down,  mister.  Guess  this,  ain’t 
the  tightest  corner  I’ve  been  in,  and  got  out 
of  without  a scratch.  Simmer  down,  I say, 
not  for  my  sake,  hut  for  yours.  I’ve  got* a 
bit  of  business  with  you  that  you’d  be  sorry 
to  miss.  When  that’s  over,  if  you're  still 
longing  for  a wrestling  match,  we  can  start 
fair  and  square.” 

Seeing  that  his  sangfroid  had  some  effect 
upon  Aubrey,  he  turned  and  addressed 
Stella. 

" hook  here,  missy,"  lie  said,  with  an 
emphasis  that  impressed  her  in  spite  of  her 
resentment,  " take  a friend's  advice,  and 
don’t  give  way  to  temper  too  quickly.  You 
don't  know  me,  but  I know  you  and  yours, 
specially  yours.  I’ve  no  cause  to  love  cer- 
tain members  of  your  family ; and  revenge 
is  sweet,  even  if  it  takes  a long  time  to  get 
it.  See,  missy?  Don’t  rile  people  unneces- 
sarily, I say  again.” 

Stella  was  silent,  angry  still,  but  per- 
plexed, and  vaguely  alarmed.  With  a shrug 
Irent  again  turned  to  Aubrey. 

“I  didn’t  expeot  to  meet  you  here,  Mr. 
Attercliffe,"  be  said,  suddenly  dropping  ali 
suggestion  of  slang,  and  speaking  like  a 
lairly  well-taught  man.  “ I intended  to  call 
upon  you  at  Attercliffe  Hall,  in  order  to 
discuss  this  matter  of  business.  But  now 
will  do  as  well  as  any  other  time.  That  is 
if  this  lady  doesn’t  mind  dispensing  with 
y°dr  escort  for  the  rest  of  her  journey." 

. Tue  self-assurance^  of  the  man  was  amaz- 
ing. He  spoke  as  if  he  were  master  of  the 
Situation,  and  certainly  both  Aubrey  and 
?tella  were  nonplussed  and  silent.  Then 
before  either  of  them  could  find  words  the 
situation  was  decided  for  them.  Suddenly 
tlie  gjrl  caught  sight  of  someone  crossing  the 

Vi1  front  of  tIiem-  and  she  cried  out 
excitedly : — 

“ There  is  Naomi.  I must  go  after  her 
forgive  my  hurry,  Mr.  Attercliffe.  Good- 

on?  brIgKt  glance  at  him,  and 
ran  off,  leaving  the  two  men  watching  her  in 
silence  until  she  turned  the  corner  caused 
ov  the  junction  of  the  two  roeds.  Then 
1 ‘"te,Jt  remarked  caustically : — 
fh™  7 nke,  tV?  rtst  of  t?ie  women.  They 
ciaze  and  flash  like  meteors.  But  vou  can't 
ficpend  on  them.  It'll  be  a queer  world  when 
infyg«t  the  upper  hand." 

Hold  your  tongue,  man,"  said  Aubrey, 
mi  somewhat  unreasonable  irritation.  " I 

n.one,  of  your  offensive,  familiarity. 
Please  don’t  follow  me 


He 


was  striding  away  as  he  2poke:  but 

IPr  ,.nn.l  1 31..  r ’ 


*1  ''  1 away  as  I 

1 other  cried  out  loudly  : 


“ Stay,  young  man,  if  you  have  not 
already  forgotten  your  murdered  sister!" 

His  tones  were  those  of  command,  and  in- 
voluntarily the  other  obeyed.  Turning,  he 
faced  the  American,  who  was  standing  in  the 
attitude  of  an  accuser,  -with  h's  right  arm 
extended,  and  his  forefinger  pointing. 

" How  dare  you?”  cried  Aubrey.  Then 
something  in  the  man’s  fate  made  him  put 
the  further  query':  " What  do  yon  mean?” 
“ This.  That  I have  in  my  possession  the 
most  damning  piece  of  evidence  in  regard 
to  the  murder  of  Muriel  Attercliffe !" 

“ You,  man,  you?”  cried  the  other  in  the 
wildest  excitement.  ‘‘If  you  are  not  lying 
to  me  tell  me  instantly  what  it  is  that  you 
have  in  your  pcissession." 

“ I have  the  band  of  ribbon  with  which 
your  sister  was  strangled  !” 

“ Good  God!”  gasped  Aubrey.  " Will  you 
swear  that  you  are  not  lying  to  me?” 

He  was  gripping  Trent  by  the  shoulders, 
and  glaring  frenziedly  into  lus  eyes.  But 
the  latter,  without  the  least  appearance  of 
resentment,  quietly  unlocked  the  clutching 
fingers,  and  replied  soothingly: — 

"Gently,  Mr.  Attercliffe,  if  you  please. 
We’ve  got  to  talk  things  over  a bit.  We 
shan’t  reach  a common  track  in  a fog. 
Lying?  Lying  is  not  my  business  now, 
young  man.  It’s  a straight  talk  beween  us 
this  time." 

"But  this — this  ribbon?  How — how  did 
you  get  possession  of  it?" 

“ Never  mind  that  just  now.  I may  as  well 
tell  you — you’ve  got  good'  muscles,  Mr. 
Attercliffe — that  I don’t  carry  it  about  with 
me.  Now,  suppose  that  we  walk  quietly  along 
this  track,  and  talk  as  we  go.  We  re  going 
to  be  useful  to  one  another,  I’m  thinking. 
Come  along,  sir." 

With  decisive  step  he  led  the  way,  while 
Aubrey,  in  a.  dazed  condition,  walked  by  his 
side.  After  a minute  or  two 'the  American 
broke  the  silence. 

" Are  you  ready  to  talk,  Mr.  Attercliffe, 
talk- sensibly,  I mean?” 

“ I am  ready  to  listen,  and,  if  necessary,  to 
reply.  I believe  I am  master  of  myself. 
Go  on." 

“ Go  on.  All  right.  You  want  to  know 
how  I got  possession  of  the  scarf,  I 
suppose  ?” 

“ Yes ; tell  me  that,  first  of  all.” 

“ Well,  it  happened  in  this  way.  Just  a 
fortnight  ago  I arrived  at  Liverpool.  Then, 
according  to  iny  habit,  I started  tramping 
at  once.  I didn't  quite  know  where  I was 
going,  though  I had  a hazy  notion  that  I 
should  drift  towards  London. 

" Two  days  later  I found  myself  in  this 
neighbourhood ; and  as  I was  walking 
leisurely  along  the  road  I oame  to  a gate  in 
a high,  close  fence.  It  was  partly  open,  and 
in  a spirit  of  curiosity  I entered.  A short 
walk  along  a narrow  path  brought  me  to  a 
pretty  little  wood.  I had  not  been  in  it 
many  minutes  when  I heard  the  sound  of 
voices.  Not  wishing  to  be  seen  I stepped 
behind  some  trees,  and  in  a few  seconds  the 
owners  of  the  voices  came  into  eight.  They 
were  a young  man  and  a girl. 

“ The  moment  I saw  the  latter  the  past 
suddenly  leaped  to  the  presout.  I knew 
her.  I had  seen  her  as  a cliild.  You  think 
it  strange,  perhaps,  that  I should  recognise 
her.  But  it  was  the  father  I saw  rather 
than  the  child,  the  father  who  did  me  a 
deadly  wrong.  But  that  is  nothing  to  clo 
with  you. 

“ I’ve  only  told  you  this  in  order  to  ex- 
plain why  I suddenly  book  a great  interest 
in  the  family  at  Ivy  Towers,  and  why  I 
chanced  to  be  in  the  park  on  the  night  of  the 
murder. 

“ I am  staying  at  the  Anchor  Inn,  at 
Framley,  and  am  rather  fond  of  a quiet  walk 
.after  dosing  hours.  I did  so  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  chose  the  direction  of  Ivy  Towers. 

I reached  the  lane,  and  the  gate.  This  time 
the  latter  was  closed.  But  it  yielded  to  my 
touoh  when  I pushed  it,  and  soon  I was  again 
in  the  weed  where  I liad  seen  and  recognised 
the  girl. 

It  was  a brilliant  moonlight  night,  and 
even  in  the  shadow  of  the  trees  it  was  not 
wholly  dark.  So  I wandered  about  for  some 
time  until  I found  myself  about  to  emerge 
into  the  open  parkland. 

“ But  as  I was  about  to  do  so  again  I heard 
the  sound  of  footsteps,  this  time  light, 
hurrying  footsteps.  Of  course,  I once  n.ore 
stepped  into  the  sliadow  of  the  trees,  feel- 
ing not  a little  curious  as  to  who  this  person 
could  be  who  was  roaming  about  the  grounds 
at  that  time  of  night. 

“ IQ  the  bright  light  of  the  moon  I saw 
her,  and  to  my  amazement  I saw  that  it  was 
Miss  Naomi  Leferier.  Amazed,  yes,  and  a 
bit  skeered,  startled  I mean.  Her  face  was 
distorted  with  horror  or  fright.  She  was 
not  exactly  white — those  olive  skins  never  ao 
white — but  9ke  was  deatlily  for  all  that.  ° 

“ She  was  moaning,  too!  a kind  of  pitiful 
squeal,  as  if  the  muscles  of  her  throat  had 
got  beyond  control.  She  reeled  and  s wared 
os  if  she  could  not  see.  though  her  eyelids 
were  stretched  as  widely  apart  as  nature 
would  allow. 

" I thought  she  would  fall.  But  she 
didn’t.  Suddenly  she  drew  herself  up 
straight  and  taut.  Her  moaning  ceased, 
and  she  muttered  a few  words  through  her 
closely-clenched  teeth.  I heard  them  ^ every 


one  of  them,  though  they  were  spoken  in 
little  more  than  a whisper.  This  is  v.iiat 
she  said: — 

“ ' They  must  not  know  ; uo  one  shall  know. 
No  cue  shall  get  the  truth  from  me.  It  is 
too  horrible.  But  I shall  never  sleep 
again.’  ’ 

'■  Then,  with  a startling  swiftness,  she 
fled,  and  in  a few  seconds  I lost  sight  of  her. 

" Well,  I was  skeered,  I admit  it.  Some- 
thing had  happened;  something  that  she 
wished  the  darkness  to  hide  for  ever. 

“ But,  skeered  or  not,  I’d  got  to  find  out 
what  this  something  was.  It  would  be  no 
difficult  matter  for  me  to  follow  the  girl’s 
trail.  There  was  sufficient  light  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  besides,  I had  a box  of  vestas  in 
in.v  pceket. 

Well,  I was  about  to  begin  tne  job  when 
I saw  something  lying  on  the  turf  twenty 
yards  away.  I ran  and  picked  it  up.  It  was 
a red  scarf  or  sash,  twisted  rope-like,  and 
saturated  with  water.  She  had  dropped  it 
in  her  flight. 

"I  could  make  nothing  of  it.  for  at  that 
time  I knew  nothing  about  the  lake  in  the 
wood.  So  I thrust  it  iuto  my  pocket,  and 
started  to  pick  up  the  trail. 

"But  before  I could  commence  I found 
myself  under  the  necessity  of  making  myself 
scarce  as 'quickly  as  I could.  A party  of 
men  were  coming  from  the  house.  Once 
more  I retired  iuto  the  shelter  of  the  wood 
and  waited. 

" They  came  on  quickly,  and  I recognised 
you,  Mr.  Attercliffe,  and  I lecognised  the 
earl.  The  rest  I did  not  know.  They 
reached  the  wood,  and  I followed  them,  un- 
noticed, of  courser  It  was  easy  enough  for 
me. 

" I followed  them  until  they  came  to  the 
pool  of  water.  Then,  concealed  behind  somo 
bushes,  I saw  all : the  discovery  of  the  body, 
the  dragging  of  it  from  the  water,  and  I 
heard  the  doctor’s  statement  that  she  had 
been  strangled.  Then  I knew  the  truth. 
That’s  all,  sir.” 

Aubrey  listened  to  all  this  without  mani- 
festing any  emotion,  or  even  any  sign  that 
ha  was  listening.  As  he  walked  l\v  the  side 
of  his  companion  his  gaze  was  fixed  mostly 
on  the  ground,  though  occasionally  he  stared 
straight  in  front  of  him  in  a thoughtful 
pre-occupied  way. 

Receiving  no  comment  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  narrative,  it  is  (not  surprising  that  Trent 
betrayed  some  temper,  find  as  lie  did  so,  re- 
lapsed into  his  -more  vulgar  method  of 
speech. 

“ Say,  mister;  have  I bin  talking  to  a 
walking-stick  ? Or  do  you  think  I am  a 
darned  liar?” 

Then  the  young  man  lacked  at  him,  and 
answered  briefly : — 

“ I believe  you  have  been  telling  me  the 
truth.” 

Though  the  words  were  few,  and  quietly 
:poken,  they  mollified  the  American  at  once. 
He  was  quick  enough  to  perceive  that  they 
came  from  the  heart  of  a man  who  knew 
how  to  suffer  in  silence,  and  who  did  not 
wear. his  heart  on  his  sleeve. 

Yes,  Aubrey  had  heard  every  word,  and 
had  doubted  not  the  statements.  The 
reason  for  his  ready  credence  is,  of  course, 
plain.  All  that  he  had  heard  corroborated 
liis  own  theory,  tor,  to  speak  more  correctly, 
conviction,  for  never  once  had  he  entertained 
a doubt  as  to  Naomi’s  guilt.  It  was  all  so 
clear  to  him,  and  to  speak  of  the  tragedy  as 
a " mystery  ” seemed  to  liinr  a wilful  mis- 
choice  of  a word. 

And  yvliat  effect  had  Trent’s  narrative  had 
upon  him  ? Such  a question  he  would  have 
been  unable  to  answer  to  himself,  though  he 
felt  that  his  heart  wais  palpitating  with 
new,  and  indefinable  emotion. 

Was  it  exultation  at  the  prospect  of  bring- 
ing home  the  guilt  to  the  real  criminal? 
Was  it  exultation?  Excitement  .there  was, 
but  not  of  a pleasurable  kind,  and  it  was 
accompanied  by  a strange  and  inexplicable 
sense  of  dismay. 

Had  lie  any  pity  for  the  girl?  No,  or  so 
lie  told  himself.  He  had  never  liked  her. 
He  had  always  felt  that  her  hot,  impulsive 
temper  might  land  her  in  terrible  trouble. 
No,  he  did  not,  he  could  not,  he  dared  not 
pity  her. 

But — this  was  the  question  that  was  forc- 
ing itself  upon  him — was  his  desir©  for  ven- 
geance growing  less?  Was  he  already 
forgetting  the  passionate  love  of  his  life,  the 
overmastering  devotion  to  the  sister  who  had 
been  so  foully  slain  by  this  uncontrol'able 
half-savage  girl  of  alien  blood? 

“ No,  no,  uo!”  lie  told  himself,  as  though 
he  were  trying  to  lash  himself  to  a sense  cf 
dnty.  " Muriel  was  all  the  world  to  me.  Is 
all  the  world  to  .me,  though  she  lies  cold  and 
still  in  her  coffin." 

All  the  world  to  him?  Was  that  true? 
Did  the  dead  sister  hold  the  first  place  in 
his  heart  now?  Was  not  the  frank,  fair, 
and  fearless  Stella  mistress  of  that  citadel  ? 

And  might  it  not  be  that  the  cause  of  the 
blank  dismay  tliat  would  force  its  way  info 
his  throat  was.his  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
to  avenge  his  sister’s  murder  by  bringing 
her  murderess  to  justice  would  lie  to  mace 
an  impassable  barrier  between  him  and  the 
girl  whom  be  loved. 

Richard  Trent  was  not.  of  course,  aware 
of  all  the  emotions  that  were  warring  in 
Aubrey's  breast,  but  he  was  a sufficiently 
acute  observer  to  see  that  the  young  man 
was  suffering.  Consequently,  the  American 
was  considerably  startled  when  the  English- 
man, in  a cold,  and  almost  severe  tone, 
asked  : “ Have  you  made  this  statement  to 
anyone  else?” 

" Not  yet,  mister."  returned  Trout  with  a 
disagreeable  frown.  “ But  I’m  quite  willing 
to,  and  I shan't  ask  your  permission  either." 

With  this  he  thrust  his  hands  into  his 
trouser’s  pockets,  began  to  whistle,  and 
made  a show  of  walking  away.  Of  course, 
lie  was  shrewd  enough  to  know  that  he  would 
not  be  permitted  to  finish  the  interview  in 
this  abrupt  fashion.  And  so  it  proved,  for 
Aubrey  called  out  in  some  haste  : — 

" Stay.  I hare  more  to  say  to  you,”  at 


which  the  American  wheeled  round,  and 
look  at  him  with  brows  lifted  riiqiiiringlv 
Vou  need  not  leave  me,"  coutmuo  f tho 
.xoung  man  in  a somewhat  breathless 
fashion.  "Ion  must  answer  m.«  at  least  ono 
mcie  question.  What  is  your  object  in  tel'- 
uig  me  first?” 

After  a thoughtful  whistle 
deliberately : — 

“ I'll  answer  you  jnst  straight.  I < 
a chance  of  doing  business,  making 
deal  in  fact.  My  dolla 


Trent  replied 


an  seo 
smart 

, - --  are  running  low. 

in  spite  of  my  study  of  economy.  You  v 


to  send  this  girl  to  the  gallows.  Of  c 
you  do.  It's  natural,  autl  it  s your  duty. 
«ell,  I nan  make  it  pretty  sure -or  1-er.  see? 
lou  can  quaff  the  cup  of  veageapuo  to  your 
heart©  content,  and  for  nectar  of  that  sort 
you  oughtn  t to  play  the  niggard.  Jn  short 
1 want  my  price.” 

Aubrey  recoiled  at  this  tuaaWicd  rc-qucst 
for  blood-money.  It  increased  bis  loathing 
for  the  man  tenfold.  But.  refraining  from 
any  outburst  of  indignation  or  disgust  ho 

said  calmly  and  coldly: 

. 11  I am  not  at  all  sitr'e  that  lylnt  you  offer 
is  worth  buying.  From  whom  cLe  could  vou 
demand  a price?  From  the  police 
authorities?”  1 

"Well,  even  from  them,"  wa3  the  cool 
response,  • if  you  know  how  to  go  about  it 
and  I m not  a jay,  stranger.  But  f shouldn't 
go  to  them  first  There's  liis  lordship  the 
f,ar  • d out  pretty  freelv  to  save 

tlie  family  pride. 

" But  I’ve  got  notions  of  my  own  in  this 
matter  I reckon  this  little  wild  she-cat 
ought  to  hang.  I m on  the  side  of  justice 
in  this  case.  Still,  I don’t  believe  in  virtue 
being  its  own  reward,  h it  a deal,  mister  "” 
there  was  plain  defiance  in  the  mail's  face 
wi  1Au!m'-v  J,elt  tllat  l>e  was  overmatched! 
W fiat  the  fellow’s  game  was  lie  could  not 
divine,  but  that  he  should  be  restrained  from 
working  mischief  in  his  own  wav  was  pal- 
pably necessary. 

I am  Villing  to  pay,"  ©aid  the  young 
man  quietly,  "not  because  I want  to  huv 
vengeance,  but  because  I can  trust  mvself, 
and  I cannot  trust  yen." 

..  "Very  well;”  was  the  cool  rejoinder, 
slum  we  come  to  terms  new?" 

"No.  Come  to  me  at  the  Hall  some  timo 
to-morrow." 

“ -AH  right,”  said  Trent  carelessly.  Then 
he  went  off  with  Ids  hands  in  his  pcckets 
and  whistling  loudly.  But  his  brain  was. 
busy  enough  nevertheless,  and  once  lie  left 
off  whistling  to  mutter:— 

f think  I'll  play  another  game,  Master 
Aubrey.  I don’t,  quite  trust  vou.  Paul 
Leferier’s  daughter  shall  hang,  I swear. 
Women  were  made  to  he  hated  or  loved,  and 
there’s  often  but  a step 1 between  the  two 
passions.  I’ve  always  found  it  co.  But, 
there,  I've  always  been  a weak  fool  whero 
women  have  been  concerned.  Even  now  tho 
Attercliffe  girl  has  the  power  to  make  the 
blood  lean  in  my  veins.  Good  God!  I— 
tush,  tush,  I’ll  not  think  of  it!" 

And  then  he  clenched  his  teeth,  and 
strode  eff  at  a great  pace. 

[to  re  continued.] 
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GENOA  AND  MILAN. 


RECENTLY  Mr.  RUSSET  TEA  offered  Prizes 
for  the  Best  Es:ays  of  30  words  setting  forth 
the  merits  of  “ Russet  Tea.”  He  now  announces 
that  the  best  efforts  were  made  by  the  following 
co-operators. 

During  the  coming  week  each  of  these  will  receive 
a prize — consisting  of  CW.  S.  productions.  The 
hope  is  <xpresstd  that 

LOYALTY  TO 
“ RUSSET  TEA” 

will  be  continued ; and  that  other  departments  of 
C.W.  S.  enterprise  will  thus  gain  new  friends. 

Mr.  L BALL,  52,  New  Street,  Oakengates,  Salop. 

Mr.  H.  J.  CAT)  ELL,  223,  High  Street,  Poole,  Dorset. 

Mr.  C.  AUSTEN,  15,  Denbigh  Place,  Victoria,  London, 

• S.W.I. 

Mr.  A.  H.  SANDERS,  107,  Portland  Road,  Hove,  Sussex. 
Mrs  R.  KEW,  I,  Chequers  Bridge,  Langley,  Slough,  Bucks. 
Miss  A.  REEVES,  1 17,  Walthall  Street,  Crewe. 

Mrs.  C.  WOOD,  34,  Gladstone  Road,  Horsham,  Sussex. 

Miss  M.  WARREN,  16,  Kents  Bank  Road,  Buxton! 

Miss  F.  LAKE,  9,  Radmore  Wharf  Road,  Stamshaw. 
Portsmouth. 

Mrs.  ELDERK1N,  4,  Gray  Street,  Northampton. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  LAIDLER,  57,  Tithe  Barn  Road,  Stafford. 


It  is  a happy  herald  of  Easter  that  next  week  there 
should  be  meeting  in  Milan  and  Genoa  two  great  con- 
ferences ostensibly  engaged  in  the  work  of  facilitating 
the  resurrection  of  Europe. 

At  Milan  the  Central  Committee  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance  will  meet.  At  Genoa,  there  will 
be  the  much-talked-of  conference  of  the  Governments 
of  Europe.  The  two  conferences,  in  distance,  are  only 
to  be  eighty  miles  apart.  In  spirit  and  in  outlook  they 
will  be  poles  apart. 

Nominally,  the  Genoa  Conference  was  to  bring 
about  a complete  restoration  of  the  stability  of  Europe. 
It  was  for  that  reason  that  we  hailed  it  when  it  was  first 
announced.  Its  programme  has  been  restricted  ; its 
value  impaired  ; nevertheless  its  importance  will  be 
greater  than  most  people  believe.  In  one  sense  it  will 
resemble  our  International  Congress  at  Basle — it  will 
bring  all  the  nations  of  Europe  into  conference  for  the 
first  time  since  the  war. 

We  have  pointed  out  already  that  there  can  be  no 
hope  for  the  improvement  of  conditions  in  Europe  till 
the  affairs  of  Europe  are  viewed  as  a whole  ; till  Europe 
is  regarded  as  a unit  ; and  until  every  country  takes 
the  co-operative  view  that  its  welfare  is  bound  up  with 
the  welfare  of  every  other  country — a point  which  Lord 
Robert  Cecil  emphasises  in  .the  interview  we  print  this 
week. 

In  the  discussion  on  the  Genoa  Conference  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  R.  Clvnes 
vigorously  criticised  the  Government’s  proposals,  in 
proposing  an  amendment  on  behalf  of  the  Labour 
Party.  A large  delegation,  he  said,  would  accompany 
the  Prime  Minister.  He  did  not  complain  of  the  num- 
ber. It  might  be  for  reasons  of  efficiency  it  would  be 
necessary  to  speircf  considerable  sums.  If  the  results 
brought  us  nearer  peace  and  trade  prosperity  the 
money  would  be  well  spent  indeed.  That  is  a senti- 
ment which  co-operators  will  heartily  applaud. 
Another  point  made  by  Mr.  Clynes  was  that  they  who 
sat  in  the  House  endeavoured  to  secure  some  place  for 
advisory  and  consultative  technical  purposes  for  the 
representatives  of  the  great  co-operative  movement  in 
this  country.  That  movement- represents  an  enormous 
consuming  public  of  more  than  12,000,000  persons.  It 
is  a social  and  economic  movement  to  secure  the 
highest  welfare  of  the  greatest  body  of  consumers  in 
this  or  any  other  country.  It  is  not  confined  in  con- 
stitution or  practice  to  any  class  or  interest;  it  is  open 
to  all  who  desire  to  join  if  they  care  to  share  in  an 
effort  designed  to  procure  a higher  degree  of 
social  well-being. 

The  co-operative  movement  is  a world-wide  force 
which,  given  free  play,  would  help  to  brighten  the  lot 
of  every  nationality  under  the  sun.  Sir  Thomas  Allen, 
at  the  C.W.S.  meeting  at  Newcastle,  on  Saturday, 
pointed  out  that  the  co-operative  movement  after  the 
signing  of  peace  started  to  do  what  the  Genoa  Con- 
ference now  hopes  to  do.  Genoa  cannot  do  that  work 
unless  it  is  fully  instructed  in,  and  fully  accepts,  the 
co-operative  conception  of  the  world  as  it  should  be. 

At  Milan  we  shall  have  the  common  people  of  the 
world  represented — the  common  people  who,  as  we 
have  mentioned,  were  able  to  meet  at  Basle  in  perfect 
friendliness,  seven  months  before  the  Governments  of 
Europe  have  all  found  it  possible  to  come  together. 
They  wall  deal  with  world  problems  at  Milan  in  a better 
frame  of  mind  than  their  Governments  wall  at  Genoa. 
Russia  will  dominate  both  conferences.  The  co- 
operators  have  taken  the  precaution  to  ascertain  by. 
direct  investigation  how  Russia  stands — the  represen- 
tatives of  the  British  Government  have  not  taken  that 
precaution.  International  trading  for  the  sake  of 
securing  a mutual  exchange  of  necessaries,  and  not  for 
the  sake  of  profit,  will  be  discussed  at  Milan.,  and  other 
matters  affecting  closely  the  development  of  co-opera- 
tive organisation  for  the  benefit  of  the  massed  millions 
of  people  in  Europe  will  also  be  considered.  Milan 
cannot  possibly  injure  Genoa;  but  Genoa  may  hamper 
Milan  and  the  great  organisations  represented  there. 

The  delegates  assembled  at  Milan  will  take  steps  to 
formulate  demands  to  be  submitted  to  Genoa ; and  we 
trust  that  these  representatives  of  the  common  people 
who  have  to  suffer  and  to  pay  for  the  shortcomings  of 
Genoa  and  similar  conclaves  of  Governments,  will 
make  it  perfectly  clear  that  they  count  for  something 
in  the  life  of  Europe,  and  that  they  are  no:  reconciled 
to  a prolongation  of  the  needless  hardships  imposed 
upon  them  bv  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  present 
chaos. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


NOTICE  TO  QUIT. 

Thebe  can  be  no  mistake  about  the  magnitude  of  the  Labour, 
victory  at  East  Leicester  where  Alderman  Banton  hud  a majority 
of  6,352  over  the  Coalition  candidate,  a majority  of  10.237 
over  the  Independent  Liberal,  and  a majority  of  1,527  over  the 
combined  votes  of  his  two  opponents.  Labour  and  Indepen- 
dent Liberal  fought  the  Coalition-Liberal ; and  the  result — 
so  far  as  the  Coalition  is  concerned — was  the  conversion  of  the 
1918  majority  of  11,327  into  a minority  of  9,177 — a turnover 
of  20,504  votes.  On  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  a turnover 
of  16,679  votes  in  favour  of  Labour  which  was  in  a minority 
of  11,327  three-and-a-half  years  ago.  This  is  probably  the  most 
smashing  defeat  the  Coalition  has  sustained.  The  one  regret 
wo  have  is  that  there  was  not  a Conservative  candidate  in  the 
field.  Presumably  there  are  6ome  Conservative  voters  in  the 
division  ; and  it  would  have  been  interesting  to  measure  their 
strength.  Some,  no  doubt,  voted  for  the  Co.-Lib.  nominee  ; but 
the  Die-hard  element  probably  did  not.  As  it  is,  the  Coalition 
must  6till  be  staggering  under  Leicester’s  blow  ; and  with  last 
week’s  figures  before  us  wo  can  readily  understand  the'  ■ - 
of  Sir  Gordon  Hewart  to  the  office  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  till 
jt  was  made  clear  that  the  Coalition  would  go  out  with  the  tide. 

WHEN  WE  PAY. 

George  Bernabd  Shaw  is  not  far  from  the  truth  when  ho 
states  that  our  Government  by  refusing  to  help  in  the  relief 
of  the  Russian  Famine  has  put  us  almost  outside  the  pale  of 
civilisation.  There  is  much  that  might  be  said  in  condemna- 
tion of  the  Government  on  moral  grounds  ; but  moral  arguments 
ure  wasted  on  the  present  “ hard-faced  men  ” who  rule  ur. 
Famine  and  pestilence  go  hand  in  hand.  The  Russian  Famino 
is  breeding  its  own  pestilence,  and  the  report  of  the  European 
Health  Commission  shows  that  cholera  particularly  is  marching 
westward  with  vengeance  in  its  breath.  Poland  is  proving  an 
easy  victim,  and  from  Poland  the  transmission  of  the  disease 
through  Germany  and  Belgium  to  this  country — and  oven  to 
America— is  only  a matter  of  days.  Even  without  this  disease, 
our  refusal  to  help  in  the  relief  of  the  famine  is  sowing  the  seeds 
of  hunger  in  Western  Europe,  and  there  is  plenty  of  hunger 
without  fostering  it.  If  we  persist  in  our  negljct  we  shall  pay 
bitterly  ; and,  if  only  in  our  own  defence,  we  ought  to  press  for 
something  to  be  done  to  save  Russia  and  her  grain-growing 
regions  from  becoming  a pestilential  desert. 

TO  PARENT  DUSTI 

The  grim  spectre  of  tragedy  Btalks  ruthlessly  behind  the  House 
of  Hapsburg.  Fruncis  Joseph,  who  ruled  for  sixty-eight  years, 
lived  with  tragedy  for  his  bedfellow.  His  eldest  son  was  found 
dead  in  a shooting-lodge,  and  the  world  does  yet  know  whether 
murder  or  suicide  ended  the  life,  in  which  either  would  not  have 
been  surprising.  The  murder  of  the  Empress!  Elizabeth  shocked 
civilisation,  but  it  produced  no  such  terrible  consequences  as  the 
murder  of  the  old  Emperor’s  heir  at  Scrajevo— the  incident 
which  led  to  the  war  against  Servia  which  has  kept  the  world 
ablaze  since  1914.  Unexpectedly  succeeding  to  what  remained 
of  the  imperial  throne  of  Austria,  the  Emperor  Karl  might  well 
have  wished  to  have  been  born  of  the  common  clay.  There  wero 
still  hopes  for  the  triumph  of  the  Central  Empires  and  a new 
era  for  Austria  Rediviva,  but  those  hopes  were  shortlived, 
To  the  hapless  successor, of  Francis  Joseph  there  was  due  some 
credit  for  a sincere  attempt  to  shorten  the  war ; and  wc  still 
believe,  as  we  believed  when  that  effort  was  made,  that  an 
opportunity  of  making  peace  was  then  lost  by  the  Allies.  When 
the  peace  did  come  at  length,  Karl  might  have  saved  himself 
some  discomfort  had  he  accepted  the  sentence  of  banishment 
from  power  passed  upon  his  House  by  the  Allied  Powers  and  by 
the  people  over  whom  his  ancestors  ruled.  The  glamour  of  the 
throno  proved  alluring.  He  was  advised  that  there  was  still 
time  to  restore-- the  monarchy,  but  his  advisers  erred,  and  ho 
with  them.  His  forlorn  attempt  to  re-establish  himself  led  to 
his  exile  ; and  on  Saturday  he  passed  away  at  Madeira. 

Go!  Think  of  it  in  silence  and  alone; 

And  weigh,  against  a grain  of  sand, 

The  glories  of  a throne. 


SAVINGS,  CAPITAL,  AND  THE  PRESS. 

While  there  are  frequent  complaints  about  the  scarcity  of 
money,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  last  week  witnessed  an  extra- 
ordinary rush  for  National  Savings  Certificates.  In  January 
the  weekly  purchases  of  these  certificates  amounted  in  value  to 
between  £1,000,000  and  £2,000,000.  Friday  (last  week)  was  the 
last  day  upon  which  the  certificates  could  be  purchased  for 
15s.  6d.  On  Saturday  they  wero  to  be  16s.,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  the  applications  for  the  week  which  ended  with  Friday 
amounted  to  £9,655,000.  We  hope  the  lesson  will  not  be  lost 
upon  the  committee  in  charge  of  the  co-operative  capital  cam- 
paign. Thejc  is  a good  deal  of  savings  of  the  working  classes 
going  into  private  banks;  we  must  get  that  into  co-operative 
coffers  in  the  interests  of  the  workers.  We  want  a fresh  effort 
to  push  on  co-operative  enterprises  to  prosperity,  and  we  want 
a fresh  effort  to  bring  capital  into  the  movement.  Societies  that 
have  not  yet  subscribed  to  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society’s  new  capital  are  advised  to  do  so  now.  This  advice  is 
given  particularly  to  those  societies  that  are  not  yet  shareholders. 
The  co-operative  press  must  be  broadly  founded,  and  we  want 
every  society  in  the  country  to  be  a shareholder.  One  £5  share 
will  give  a society  a member’s  interest,  but  few  societies  should 
be  content  with  that  nominal  holding.  We  urge  every  reader 
to  inquire  whether  the  society  to  which  he  or  she  belongs  is  a 
shareholder  ; and,  if  it  is  not,  to  press  for  a few  shares  to  l>e 
taken  up,  so  that  the  society  may  claim  a voice  in  the  direction 
of  the  co-operative  press.  It  is  not  enough  to  be  able  to  eay 
that  our  publications  are  co-operatively  owned  and  controlled ; 
we  ought  to  be  abio  to  say  that  jt  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
uhole  mocemenL 
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ARE  BRIGHTER  DAYS  IN  STORE  ? 
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C.W.S.  DIVISIONAL 
MEETINGS. 


HOW  MATTERS 

STAND. 

results  of  the  voting  at 

LAST  SATURDAY'S  MEETING. 

Below  we  give  reports  of  the  eight  divi- 
sional meetings  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Wholesale  Society  last  Saturday. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  chief  questions 
agitating  the  minds  of  the  delegates  were: 
m Should  there  be  a reduction  in  the 
salaries  paid  to  directors  and  auditors? 

(2)  Should  the  directors  be  given 
authority  to  modify  or  suspend  the  resolu- 
tion passed  at  one  of  the  1919  quarterly 
meetings  relative  to  employees  arid  mem- 
bership of  trade  unions? 

London  wanted  the  reduction  in  salaries 
to  be  15  per  cent,  and  Liverpool  74  per 
cent.,  and  the  voting  over  the  whole  of 
the  meetings  shows  that  there  is  a majority 
of  449  in  favour  of  the  larger  reduction. 

On  the  question  of  the  employees  be- 
coming trade  unionists,  the  aggregate 
voting  was  as  follows: — For  the  directors’ 
recommendation,  645  votes  j against  761 
votes.  • i ' 

The  resolution  from  Failsworth  relative 
to  the  auditors  did  not  oarry  at  all  the 
meetings,  but  over  the  whole  eight  it  was 
adopted  by  716  votes  to  342  votes.  The 
Guildford  resolution,  regarding  a . morning 
session  of  the  C.W.S.  meetings,  was  heavily 
defeated.  The  City  of  Bradford  resolution 
relative  to  employees  and  membership  of 
retail  societies  was  accepted  by  1,504  votes 
for  and  67  against.  These  , results  are,  of 
course,  subject  to  modification  by  the  votes 
at  the  general  meeting. 

In  preparing  the  reports  for  the  press 
the  whole  of  the  meetings  have  been 
treated  as  one,  with  the  object  of  elimina- 
ting, as  far  as  possible,  repetition  of 
question  and  answer.  It  may  also  bo  taken 
for  granted  that  the  minutes  of  previous 
meetings  were  confirmed,  the  report  and 
balance  sheet  adopted,  the  grants  to  the 
Russian  Famine  Relief  Fund  (£2,000)  and 
the  Hartlepool  Fire  Relief  Fund  (£200) 
approved,  and  the  results  of  the  elections 
(published  in  detail  elsewhere)  duly 
declared. 


SUGAR  TAXES. 

HOW  WORKERS  ARE  PAYING  FOR 
THE  WAR. 


Ax  interesting  detailed  statement  has 
been  published  by  the  C.W.S.  to  show  how 
sugar  is  taxed,  and  how  this  tax  has  in- 
creased during  the  war  years. 

la  1901  the  tax  on  refined  sugar  wa,s 
4s.  2d.  per  cw’t.,  and  the  cost  to  the  Eng- 
lish and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies  was 
1 403, 69 1 on  a total  weight  used  in  produc- 
tive works  and  sold  to  Tetail  societies  of 
2.894,735  cwts.  In  May,  1908,  the  tax 
dropped  from  4s.  2d.  to  Is.  lOd.  per  cwt. 
ami  the  amount  used -by  the  two  societies 
that  year  was  3.575,987  cwts.,  upon  which 
tax  was  paid  totalling  £488.259.  In  Sep- 
tember. 1915,  the  tax  was  increased  to  9s. 
4d.,  and  in  April  of  the  following  vear  it 
was  again  increased  to  14s.  A further  in- 
• in  April.  1918,  brought  the  tax  to 
-os  8(1.  per  cwt..  at  which  figure  it  remains 

Hie  difference  it  has  made  to  the  two 
Via  1 ovale  Societies  is  seen  by  the  foUowiim 
figures.  In  1913  the  estimated  amount 
f.o1-!,  111  t:ix  *1-v  these  federations  was 
13.8,490  on  a turnover  of  4,129,006  cwts 
la  1921,  although  the  turnover  of  the  two 
societies  in  this  commodity  had  decreased  to 
^.J'^^cwts:,  the  tax  paid  had  jumped  to 

The  C.W.S.  estimated  that  on  March  22nd 
the  sugar  tax  added  115  per  cent,  to  the 
C.i.f..  price  of  imported  refined  sugar. 

Consumers  not  only  pay  the  tax  of  25s. 
ini.  per  cwt,.  hut,  in  addition,  a profit  on 
*fe  tax  lo  the  refiner,  the  wholesaler,  and 
Die  retailer,  and  in  proportion  to  their  in- 
CT,,no  the  working  classes  spend  more  on 
sugar  than  the  well-to-do  classes. 


e_l  ||TRADE  BOARD’S  REPORTS. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednes 
iast  *?ek  Mr.  R.  J.  Davies.  Lab  ur  mem 
lui  \\esthoughton,  asked  the  Minister 
■Labour  Whether  lie  is  now  in  a position 
Mate  the  date  upon  which  th?  Cave  C 
unttce  on  the  administration  of  the  Ttu 
Hoard  will  issue  its  report? 

Dr.  Mocnaniarn:  The  committee  of  wl 
vr  (,ave  is  chairman  have  completed 
public  Rearing,  of  the  evidence,  and  arc 
present  considering  the  terms  of  tl 
report.  I am  unable  to  anticipate  the  e.' 
Qate  when  it  will  be  in  my  hands. 


HOW  TO  BRING  BACK 

PROSPERITY. 

C.W.S.  CHAIRMAN  AND  LOYALTY  TO  PRINCIPLES. 
REVIEW  OF  PRESENT  POSITION. 


. Njswc.vsti.e,  divisional  meeting  was  very  ‘ 
ty-ell  attended.  and.  although  it  lasted  for 
tyree-and-a-half  hours,  the  proceedings 
w ere  unusually  pacific^  notw  ithstanding  the 
keenness  of  the  criticism. 

Mr.  George  Thorpe  (president  of  the 
C.W.S.)  occupied  the'  chair,  and  the  plat- 
form party  consisted  of  Sir  TV  \\  . Allen  and 
Messrs.  J.  Oliver  and  T.  J.  Henson  (direc- 
tors), Mr.  T.  Brodrick  (secretary),  Cox 
(actuary),  F(tton  (district  manager  of  the 
C.I.S.),  B.  Tetldw  (auditor;.,  itrd  Proctor 
(chief  clerk,  Newcastle). 

Before,  dealing  with  the  report  and  bal- 
nnce. sheet,  the, Chairman' said  the  year  jiist 
pgst  had.  been  characterised  by  three  things 
— jienvy,  depreciations,  big ' reductions  in 
prices,  and  want  of  employment.  Like 
other  institutions  carrying  big  stocks,  the 
CAY.K.  bad  suffered  by  these  conditions. 
Tlu-  ’delegates  knew  ’ the  difficulties  under 
which  tiie  society  was  placed.  He  wanted 
them  To  understand  that,  the  ' committee 
were  looking  into  every  nook.anjl  corner  iu 
the  fight  and  proper  way  -to  adjust  their 
trade-  to  existing  circumstances,  and  he 
‘hoped  in  -the  near  future  they  could  come 
oil  that  platform  and  show  a dividend  on 
their  transactions.  Every  manager  of  the 
institution  throughout  the  length  and 
bceadth.  of  . the  country  had  Certified  that 
stocks  had  been  reduced  to  market  values. 

’ They  wc re  passing  through  a trying  and 
testing  time,  but 

a review  of  the  situation  in  that  institu- 
tion from  1864  to  1920  showed  that  they 
had  built  up  excellent  reserves,  and  were 
still  sound — (hear,  hear) — well  managed — 
(hear,  hear)— and  would  become  pros- 
perous again. 

Let  them  remain  loyal  to  their  principles, 
and  prosperity  would  dawn  upon  them 
again.  Human  wisdom,  human  prudence, 
human  foresight,  human  industry,  would 
Jjuxld  up  prosperity.  His  appeal  to  them 
was  not  to  forget  the  past,  to  go  deeper 
into  the  present,  and  a brighter  and  better 
day  would  dawn  ypon  the  co-operative 
movement.  (Applause.) 

Questions  on  the  Report. 

Mr.  Pringle  (Cliester-le-Street)  opened  the 
discussion  on  the  report  by  drawing  atten- 
tion to  losses  in  Manchester,  particularly  ill 
the  grocery  department. 

The  Chairman,  in  his  reply,  and  iu  a sup- 
plementary- reply  later,  intimated  that 
losses  of  £75,000  on  various  departments, 
including  losses  on  Irish  butter  and  -on 
Californian  plums  had  been  borne  by  the 
Manchester  grocery  department. 

Sir  T.  W.  Allen,  answering  criticisms  oil 
the  tea  department,  said  they  were  ex- 
tremely delighted  with  the  results  in  the 
tea  department,  both  productively  and  dis- 
tpbutively,  and  the  estates  promised  to  be 
valuable  assets  to  the  organisation.  Many 
of  the  estates  were  in  process  of  develop- 
ment. and  there  would  not  he  a return  of 
capital  until  after  a period  of  years. 

“ Cease  Sinning.” 

Mr.  Magin  (Aehirigtoh  Industrial)  com-' 
plained  that  societies  loyal  to  the  C.W.S. 
jams  had  difficulty  in  competing  with  socie- 
ties in  the  district  selling  other  makes  of 
jam.  What  steps,  he  asked,  were  being 
taken  to  bring  to  heel  societies  indebted  to 
the  C.W.S,  foi  lending  them  money  t-o  carry 
on  business  when  it  was  found  these  socie- 
ties maintained  trade  outside  the  C.W.S.? 

The  Chairman  said  they  recently  got  a 
sample  of  jam  from  a society  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Newcastle..  Although  it  was 
cheaper  in  price,  an  analysis  showed  the 
quality  did  not  stand  o mparison  with 
Middleton  productions.  Steps  had  been 
taken  to  interview  Societies  iu  the  position 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Magin,  and  when  these 
committees  and  managers  had  been  face  to 
face  with  C.W.S.  managers  they  had  hung 
their  heads.  The  best  form  of  .repentance 
far  that  type  of  society  to  show  was  to  cease 
sinning.  (Laughter  and  applause.) 

The  Soap  Surplus. 

Mr.  Riddle  (Carlisle)  thought  surpluses 
should  be  criticised  as  well  as  losses,  and 
suggested  that  ‘there  must  be  something 
unnatural  iu  the  transactions  to  allow  such 
a big  margin  of  profit  at. tlu;  soap  works. 

The  Chairman  said  they  had  been  for- 
tunate because  of  the  excellent  service' ren- 
dered by  the  sorifc-ty’s  dep<3(£  rn:  WeGt  Africa. 
Despite  the  profit  shown,  'the  society  was 
selling  soap  £6  to  £1  ft  i per,. ton  /cheaper, 
quality  for*  quality,  than  jii\y  otbej^ap  on 
the  uiiU'ket-.'  , 

Sir.  J.  Cairns.  M.P..  artjyr h^ljrg  informed 
by  the  Chaifrtian  that  the' c^iHlifroAfi' of  the 
West  African  native  employees  were  never 
A2  when  circumstances  permitted  them  to 


Ire  A 1-7  asked- how  the  conditions  compared 
with  other  firms. 

Tlf&  'Chairman : It  is  very  dangerous  to 
make  Comparisons  in  .public.  (Laughter.) 
-Mr.  Bigg  (Wnllsend)  asked  if  miners  -at 
Shilhottle  received  any  special  advantages 
as  compared  with  their 'neighbours  in  North- 
-uiplrerland: 

The  Cfiiairniaji : The  only  . difference  is 
that  other  miners  get  "no  holiday.  At  Shil- 
bc.ttle  they  get  a week.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Oliver  (director)  gave  figures  relating 
to  losses. in  the  cabinet  factories  at  Pelaw, 
which  had  been  very  hard  hit  by  the  slump, 
hqt  was  still  turning  out  furniture  that 
could  not  he  beaten.  A revival  in  trade . 
was  expected.' 

Sir  T.  Alien,  replying  to  allegations  that  1 
certain  insurance  firms  were  offeriu'g  better 
terras  in  some  cases  than  the  C’.F.S.!  said 
' -that  instances  were  discovered vhei\>  firms 
•were  quoting  low  rates  for  eo-ifpeVative 
business  tb  get  ah  open  sesame  into  tlie 
-movement:  ...  - - o 

The  delegates  accepted  the  directors’ 
report. 

The  Balance  Sheet. 

Mr.  M'Ewen  (Stockton),  open ing, the-. dis- 
cussion on  the  balance  sheet,  raised  the 
question  .of  loyalty.  He  emphasised . the 
necessity  for  retail  societies  supporting  the! 
organisation  to  which  they  coat ributeiX; their 
capital.  The  law  of  preservation Ti’orked' 
in  retail  societies,  how  ever,  and  when  :socio- 
. ties  had  reason  to  Complain  of  the  price  of 
any  article,  they  should  not  lie  brushed  aside 
by  the  C.W.S.  board. 

The  Chairman  regretted  the  latter  -part' 
of  Mr.  M'Ewen’ s statement,  and  promised- 
investigation  of  any  complaint  made. 

In  the  course  of  further  remarks-  Mr. 

, M'Ewerj  suggested  that  the  motto  of  the- 
C.W.S.  should  be  " Safety  First,”  and 
*•  until  a readjustment  of  the  position  we 
should  he  told  tlrero-was  no  prospect  of 
dividend.,” 

Replying  to  various  points  raised.  Sir  T. 
W.  Allen  said  he  did  not  think  they  would 
find  another  commercial  institution  in  the 
w hole  of  the  British  Isles  with  92  per  cent, 
reserves  as  against  the  share  capital. 

Mr-.  Tetlow  (auditor),  reporting  on  the 
balance  sheet,  congratulated  the  society 
-upon  its  enormous  strength,  and  drew  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  huge  buildings 
in  Waterloo,  Thornton,  and  West  Blandford 
streets  were  written  off  the  books. 

The  balance  sheet  was  approved. 

No  Compulsion. 

Mr.  Oliver,  proposing  the  committee's  re- 
solution in  regard  to  trade  union  member- 
ship. explained  the  stops  taken  by  the  so- 
ciety to  induce  employees  to  join  a union, 
and  the  difficulties  that  had  been  met.  As 
a trade  unionist  of  long  standing  himself, 
he  would  not  give  a pinch  of  salt  for  any 
member  brought  into  a trade  union  by  com- 
pulsion. (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  Gilliaus  (Ashington)  proposed  the 
London  amendment. 

After  a short  discussion,,  a vote  was 
taken  as  follows: — Rochdale  amendment: 

' All  against.  ' London  amendment:  For,  61  ; 
against,  210.  Committee’s  recommenda- 
tion : For.  262;  against,  116. 

Russian  and  Hartlepool  relief  denations 
were  granted  unanimously. 

Mr.  Chapman  (Newcastle)-  proposed  the 
London  resolution  dealing  with  the  direc- 
tors’ and  auditors'  salaries. 

The  Chairman  opposed  the  reduction,  and 
stated  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  board. 

Mi'.  Brodrick  announced  the  following  re- 
sults : — Liverpool  amendment:  For,  40; 

against,  272.  Chepstow  amendment  (a) : 
All  against;  (b)  2 in  .favour  : remainder 
against.  London  motion:  For.  384; 

against,  45. 

Bradford  resolution  re  employees  amUco- 
operative  membership  was  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Failsworth  resolution:  For,  193;  against, 
112. 

Guildford  resolution  : For  57 ; against, 
280. 

The  Chairman  said  it  had  been  a “ fine, 
attentive  meeting,”  and  congratulated  the 
delegates. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

ford  motion  18.  aDd  4 against ; for  the  London 
motion  3.  and  3 against. 

The  second  part  of  the  Bradford  Society's 
motion  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Auditors. 

The  Failsworth  Society's  motion  was 
adopted  by  27  Totes  to  4. 

Meeting  -Hour.  ' G 

The  Guildford  Society's  motion,  was  unarti} 
mously  rejected.  > - 


SOCIETY’S  PROUD 

POSITION. 

NO  FINANCIAL  WEAKNESS. 


The  Cumberland  divisional  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Maryport,  oil 
Saturday.  Mr.  Pi- Coley  (Newcastle  district-)- 

R resided,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  .1.  W. 

ing  (Newcastle  district).  Mr.'  J.  Hawkins 
(Manchester  district),  directors,  and  Mr.  Hinge 
(banking  department).  Forty-seven  delegates, 
representing  twenty-two  societies,  were 
present. 

Flour  Mills. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ismay  (Mary- 
port)  -and  Mr.  Hudson  (Carlisle),  said  it  was 
the  Halifax  and  not ' Sowcrby  Bridge  mill 
they  had  sold.  There  had -been  no  negotia- 
tions'for  the  sale  of  Sowerbjhf  Bridge,  and 
‘with  regard,  "to  Halifax  the  machinery -of  the 
•mill  was  in  such- ft  condition  that  they  would 
have  had  to  almost  renew  it  if  they  had  con- 
tinued to  owii  it.  It-  did  seem  rather  peculiar 
that  on  this  occasion  the  inland  mills  should 
show  a profit  while  the  port  mills  showed  a 
-loss.  The  explanation  was  that  the  heavy 
slump  in  the.tnay-ket  caught. them  at  the  port 
mills  with  .mowy  stocks  on  hand  than  at 
the  inland  millsj  and,  consequently,  they 
had  to  turn  the  former  into  flour  at  ’a  loss. 

Shitbottle  Colliery. 

Mr.  Gavan-Duffy  asked  if  the  tlU.000 
included  in  the  profit  was  a real  profit  or 
Something  given  to  them  ? 11 

Mr.  Hudson  shift  Iliey  must  compliment  tlio 
board  upon  what -they  had -achieved  at  Shil- 
bot tie.  • It  -was  - evident  they  hail  made  a 
clear  profit  of  £4,700,  and  upon  that  they  must 
congratulate  the  hoard.  (Applause.)  How- 
far  was  this  "the  result,  of  working  the  new 
1 virgin  seam,  and  what  was  the  .average  wago 
of' the  colliers  Y'  ■ 

The  Chairman  said  lie  could’  not  now  „(ell' 
them  the  average  wage.  Theurieji  \\'0re  given 
a week’s  holiday  with  wngos,  tuid-,  he  knew  Of 
no  other  onllir-ry  that  did  that.-  -(Appluuse.) 
As  to  the  £I0.U00[  this  was  Teallv.  what  they 
hod  "made  in  the  past,  and. was  due  to  them 
long  ago; 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Reserve  Funds. 

Mr.  Thomas  referred  to  the  reduction  in 
the  insurance  reserve  fund,  which,  lie  said, 
w'os.  rather  serious  to  co-operators.  Of  course, 
it  was  in  a way  the  same  problem  retail 
societies  had-  to'  meet  themselves,  but  one 
thing  was  certain  they  could  not  have  another 
balance  sheet  like  this. 

Mr.  Ferguson  (Marypqrt)  was  glad  this 
matter  had  been  touched  on.  It  was  a posi- 
tion that  could  not  go  on,  and  the  meeting 
Would  be  failing  in  its  duty  if  it  did  not  ask 
for  some  explanation  of  this  abnormal  position. 

Mr.  King  said  it  would  be  very  unfortunate 
if  .they  had  to  fucc  a similar  posit  im.  again, - 
but  let  him  assure  them  they  could  do  it. 
(Applause.)  Their  reserve  funds  came  to 
four-and-a-half  millions.  Was  there  any  firm 
they  knew  of  -that  had  had  to  come  through 
• the  same  ordc’al  ? Let  no  one  there  that  day 
think  there  was  any  weakness  in  the  financial 
stability  of  the  C.W.S.  (Applause.)  With 
regard  to  the  current  half-year  they  had  every 
i-eason  to  believe  the  bulk  of  the  departments 
would  pay  their  expenses.  (Applause.) 

The  Balance  sheet  was  adopted. 

Trade  Union  Membership. 

Mr.  Gavan-Duffy  moved  the  rejection  of 
the  committee’s  recommendation  and  also 
the  amendment  thereto.  The  trade  union 
movement  whether  they  liked  it  or  not  hud 
a natural  affinity.  They  were  the  two  wings 
that  carried  one  bird.  There  was  no  reason, 
logic,  nor  even  common  decency  iu  the 
proposal. 

" A Lady  Delegate  (Carlisle)  asked  if  they 
were  not' setting  up  a precedent,  creating  a 
class  or  caste  by  the  recommendation,  and 
whether  some  managers  and  assist  an  Is  iu  times 
past  bad  not  held  out  their  hands  for  the 
benefits  acquired  by  their  fellow  employees. 

A Delegate  asked  what  was  the  icls-jii  for 
asking  for  these  exceptions  ? Was  ii  because 
they  would  otherwise  have  some  difficulty 
in  the  officials  providing  the  Wholesale  board 
with  their  trade  union  Credential  proving 
they  were, really  practical  men  '! 

After  further  discussion  a vote  was  taken, 
and  resulted  as  follows:  -Nono  foi  the  RocE* 
dale  amendment,  and  23  against  ; 5 fur  t lie 
London  amendment,  and  26  against  : 25  for, 
the  committee's  recommendation,  and  0 
against. 

Recommendation  B (5)  Was  adopt  d. 

Salaries. 

A Delegate  (Workington)  moved  the  Liver* 
pool  Society’s  amendment  re  sa-larii-s.  Workers 
liad  lost  in  wage*  one-half  by  the  other,  and 
the  motion  did  as  little  as  they  could  do. 

A Delegate  seconded. 

Mr.  Gavan-Duffy  moved  th«-  London 
Society's'  motion,  not  because  lie  believed  in 
a reduction  oLwage.  but  as  a protect  against 
the  board’s  attitude’  towards  labour  re- 
vealed in  their  Recommendation  No.  5. 

The  voting  was  as -follow ; Fur  Chcp«{ow 
aqicndmcDt  O,  am)  22  against;  fur  Liverpool., 

; pmep*ftBcOY-4.  and  0 against  ; f Brad-  , 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Ami'  A 1020. 


EVERY  £1  WORTH  38s. 


SOCIETY'S  SOUND  -FINANCIAL  POSITION 

BANK  MANAGER. 


EMPHASISED  BY 


REDUCTION  OF  SALARIES  REJECTED. 


Mit.  T.  Adams  presided  at , the  London 
meeting,  and  there  were  also  on  the  plat- 
form Messrs.  W.  T.  Charter,  W.  E.  Dudley, 
and  A.  E.  ThreadgiU  (members  of  the 
hoard),  and  Messrs.  T.  Goodwin  (hank  man- 
ager), W.  Uentley  (auditor).  J.  P.  Jones 
(insurance  manager),  and  W.  E.  S.  Cock 
(chief  clerk).  Thee  were  514  de  ee»teb 
nreseni  but  this  number  Intel  coilsulernblj 
dwindled  before  the  close  of  Hie  meeting, 
which  lasted  nearly  four  hours. 

The  Financial  Position. 

Chairman,  in.  explaining  the  report. 


la-ed  in  the  balance 


Tli 

said  tlie  loss  which  appe; 
sheet  was  larger  thra  n.  antuila.ted  NX 
months  ago.  These  losses  were  practice.  1y 
sustained  hv  writing  down  the  stocks  to  the 
market  prices  of  the  clay  on  whirl,  the  stock 
Mas  taken.  That  was  a principle  winch  lie 
Imped  they  would  never  depart  from.  When 
they  approved  of  the  balance  sheet  he  hoped 
they  would  have  done  with  these  losses 
Yfr  Barnett  (Gillingham)  referred-  to  the 
seriousness  of  the  financial  position  which 
had  to  be  faced.  He  criticised  the  method 
the  board  had  adopted  in  meeting  the  losses. 
He  considered  that  it  wo.uld  have  been  far 
better  to  carry  the  losses  forward,  so  that 
tiiese  might -be  continually  before  the  socie- 
ties, and  thev  would  he  obliged  to  make  an 
endeavour  to  meet  the  obligation.  He  hoped 
the  distributive  societies  were  not  going  to 
emulate  the  C.W.S.  in  their  method  of 
dealing  with  losses. 

Mr.  Goodwin  said  the  reserves  and  depre- 
ciation were  real,  and  they  were  bound  to 
take  advantage  of  these  now  that  condi- 
tions were  abnormal.  Why  have  a suspense 
account,  which  was  only  a matter  p!  book- 
keeping, when  they  had  real  reserves  to 
draw  upon  ? How  did  they  stand  with  re- 
gard to  the  development  bonds?  The  posi- 
tion of  the  creditors  ol'  the  C.W.S.  was  this 
— behind  everybody  to  whom,  the  C.W.S. 
were  indebted  there  were  reserves  amount- 
ing to  £9,800,000  in  the  shape  of  share 
capital,  depreciation,  insurance,  reserve 
fund.  This  represented  n total  of  30  per 
cent.  The  London  Clearing  Banks  had 
liabilities  totalling  £1,825,000,000;  against 
this  they  had  share  capital,  paid  and  un- 
paid, reserves,  and  depreciation  approxi- 
mately £235,000.000.  This  worked  out  at 
16  per  cent,  behind  the  depositors,  as 
against  the  30  per  cent,  of  the  C.W.S. 
There  was  a total  of  £4,337,000  behind  the 
share  capital. 

For  every  £1  paid  up  in  share  capital 
they  had  38s.  (Applause.)  As  regards 
their  financial  stability,  there  was  no  con- 
cern whatever  on  his  part. 

They  had  plenty  of  liquid  capital  which  they 
were  finding  it  difhcvflt  to  invest  profitably. 

Flour  Supplies. 

Mr.  Croft  (Gravesend),  Mr.  Turnbull 
(Hartford),  and  Mr.  Salmon  (Colchester) 
raised  questions  with  regard  to  the  output 
of  the  flour  mills.  Mr.  Salmon  also  criti- 
cised the  working  of  the  Silvertown  flour 
mill 

Mr.  Dudley  explained  the  reasons  for  the 
disparity  in  the  return*  at  the  various  mills. 
He  mentioned  that  a sum  was  to  be  received 
from  the  Government  for  recompense  with 
regard  to  the  decontrol  of  flour,  and  this 
amount  was  not  included  in  the  report. 
It  was  anticipated  that  this  would  cover  the 
depreciated  stock.  He  believed  that  it 
ivouhl  be  possible  for  the  Metropolitan  socie- 
ties to  keep  Silvertown  mill  going.  At  that 
mill  the  working  expenses  were  one  shilling 
in  the  pound  more  than  in  any  other  mill. 

A new  plant  had  been  put  in ‘with  a vien- 
to  reducing  the  poundage  of  working  cost. 

Shilbottle  Colliery. 

Mr.  ThreadgiU  informed  Mr.  Whitfield 
(London)  that  the  south  shaft  at  Shilbottle 
colliery  had  been  sunk  about  200  feet  and 
the  north  shaft  140  teet.  They  expected  to 
get  down  to  the  working  of  the  coal  in  about 
three  weeks. 

A Norfolk  Complaint. 

A Norfolk  Delegate  made  an  allegation 
that  lurries  had  been  lent  by  the  C.W.S. 
works  at  Wymondliam  to  assist  “ black- 
legs ” in  a farm  strike. 

Mr.  Charter  promised  to  investigate  the 
matter  when  he  paid  his 'visit  to  Wymond- 
ham  on  the  following  Friday, 

Farming  Results. 

Miss  Allen  (Gomshnll).  Messrs.  Turnbull, 
Collier  (Berkliamsted).  Fitzgerald  (Fails- 
worth), Whitfield  (London),  and  Bead 
(Ipswich) 'commented  on  the  losses  incurred 
in  the  fanning  accounts. 

Mr.  ThreadgiU  said  the  C.W.S.  were  in 
the  tanning  business  in  response  to  the 
mandate  of  the  members,  who  called  upon 
them  to  get  more  land,  not  only  in  England 
hut  in  Canada  and  India.  Last  year  was 
one  of  the  most  disastrous  farming  years 
on  record.  He  contended  that  the  Uoverq-- 


ment  were  largely  responsible  for  the  posi- 
tion in  which  the  society  found  themselves 
to-day.  Owing  to  the  high  taxation  and 
rates,  it  was  practically  impossible  to  make 
the  land  pay.  Before  the  war,  when  the 
C.W.S.  had  3.000  or  4.000  acres,  the  income 
tax  Mas  Is.  2d.  in  the  pound:  now.  uitli 
their  30,000  acres,  it  was  6s.  in  the  pound. 
Local  fates  had  increased  from  2s.  6d.  to 
-7s.  in  the  pound.  At  present  no  profes- 
sional valuers  were  employed,  but  lie  pro- 
mised that. this  matter  should  be  further 
considered. 

The. report  was  approved. 

Growth  of  the  C.I.S. 

The  Chairman  gave  some  details  showing 
the  growth  of  the  Co-operative  Insurance 
Society.  During  the  last  year-  of  the  old 
society  the  ordinary  life  business  totalled 
£27,138;  this  was ' now  £305,565.  The 
special  section  had  increased  from  £11.716 
to  £55,929.  The  industrial  life  premium 
income  had  grown  from  £3,619  to  £246,138. 

The  Society’s  Stability. 

Mr.  W.  Bentley,  one  of  the  auditors,  who 
made  his  first  appearance  at  a London  meet- 
ing, submitted  the  auditors’  certificate. 
The  co-operative  movement  in  its  wisdom 
years  ago,  he  said,  decided  to  have  a con- 
centrated depreciation  fund  for  building  up 
a big  reserve.  They  were  reaping  what  their 
forefathers  built  up  in  the  depreciation  ac- 
count. He  had  before  him  a large  number 
of  figures  which  would  fully  justify  the 
action  taken  by  the  board.  The  auditors 
were  perfeotly  satisfied  that  all  the  items 
in  the  lj  millions  were  a justifiable  charge. 

“ We  are  satisfied,  as  your  oleotive 
auditors, " Mr.  Bentley  continued,  “ that 
the  assets  of  the  balance  sheet  are  good 
ones.  Reviewing,  the  whole  situation,  we 
are  perfeotly  satisfied  that  the  assets  are 
worth  as  a whole  more  than  as  shown  in 
the  balance  sheet. 

The  Elections. 

Mr.  Cock  announced  the  results  of  the 
elections  of  directors  and  auditors. 

The  Trade  Union  Conditions. 

Mr.  A.  Baynes  (London)  moved,  the 
amendment  on  behalf  of  his  society.  He 
could  not  conceive,  he  said,  that  the  direc- 
tors could  adopt  a more  reactionary  and 
retrograde  step  than  the  proppsal  they  had 
made.  This  was  a time  when ; all  sections 
of  democracy  should  stand  together,  and 
give  each  all  the  help  they  could  in  order 
that  they  might  come  out  of.  the  crisis  as 
strong  and  intact  as  possible.  He  appealed 
to  the  delegates  to  reject  unanimously  the 
retrograde  step  of  the  directors  which  prac- 
tically knocked  the  whole  business  on  tlie 
head,  and  stand  by  the  co-operative  prin- 
ciple. There  urns  ail  impression  prevailing 
that  in  the  C.W.S.  there  was  a body  of 
opinion  hostile  to  the  trade  union  move- 
ment. (Applause.) 

Mr.  Adams  (London)  seconded. 

'The  Chairman  said  Mr.  Barnes  had  made 
statement  that  people  connected  with  tlie 
C.W.S.  were  totally  opposed  to  trade  union- 
ism. (Hear,  hear.)  They  had  heard  that 
statement  before,  but  no  person  had  ever 
given  them  a concrete  case.  There  had 
nevefl  been  any  evidence  which  would  en- 
able the  committee  to  inquire  into  it.  If 
it  was  a question  of  craft  unionism,  it  Mould 
be  a very  easy  matter.  The  resolution  had 
been  submitted  to  the  committee  of  the 
Trade  Unions  Congress,  and  the  hoard  had 
been  awaiting  a reply  for  a very  long  time 
as  to  which  union  the  various  grades  of 
workers  in  the  distributive  departments 
should  become  members. 

The  voting  resulted  as  follows : —Roch- 
dale amendment:  For,  2;  against,  334. 
London  amendment:  For,  223;  against 

165.  Committee’s  recommendation  : For’ 
115;  against;  251. 

The  Salaries  Question. 

Mr.  Whitfield  (Loudon)  proposed  his  so- 
ciety's motion  with  regard  to  tlie  reduction 
of  salaries  of  the  directors  and  auditors. 
He  stated  that,  as  it  had  been  necessary  to 
reduce  salaries,  the  board  should  begin  at 
the  top  and  set  an  example. 

Alderman  M’Giff  (London),  who  seconded, 
aid  the  movement  had  been  built  up  by 
sacrifices.  It  Was  not  too  much  to  ask  the 
directors  to  take  some  share  in  the  sacrifice. 

Mr.  T.  Williams  (Royal  Arsenal)  opposed 
the  London  Society’s  motion.  In  his 
opinion,  there  were  too  many  directors  on 
the  board.;  there  would  be  far  greater  effi- 
ciency from  the  point  of  View  of  the  C.W.S. 
if  they  reduced  the  number  50  per  rent. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  reduction  of  salaries. 
Directors  outside  the  movement  received 
anything  from  £1 ,000  to  £10.000  per  annum. 

Air.  Fitzgerald  (Failsworth)  proposed  the 
Chepstow  amendment.  He  asserted  that 
tlie  salary  paid  to  the  directors  Mas  one  for 
ability,  and  it  was  not  too  much-  lor  the 
service  they  gave  them. 

Mr.  Gatland  (Crawley)  seconded. 

Mr.  Charter  asked  the  delegates  to  vote 
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SIX  UNIONS  FOR  MOTORMEN. 


FOUR  FOR  BANK  CLERKS. 


DIRECTORS  AND  THEIR  DIFFICULTIES. 


Amplifying  the  statement  contained  in  the 
report  relative  to  the  trade  uni  ui  resolution, 
Mr.  B.  Fleming  (director),  .it  the  Midland 
divisional  meeting,  which  was  hold  n't  Work- 
«op,#  stated  that  the  society's  hank  clerks 
were  in  four  and  tlie  motor  n .m  in  six  dif- 
ferent unions,  which  caused  no  end  of 
trouble  in  carrying  out  negotiations.  There 
was  no  want  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  the 
directors  towards  the  principles  of  trade 
unionism,  but  in  view  of  this  and  other  diffi- 
culties they  found  it  utterly  impossible  to 
give  adequate  expression  to  the  terms  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Youngs  (grocery  committee), 
presided  over  the  meeting,  and  with  him  on 
tlie  platform,  besides  Mr.  Fleming,  wore 
Messrs.  W.  Bradshaw  (drapery  cbmiiiittoe), 
T.  G.  Davies  (deputy  bank  manager),  J. 
Simpson  (C.I.S. ),  and  W.  H Egerton 
(general  office).  Illness  prevented  Mr.  F 
J.  Ginham  (director)  from  attending.  Mr. 
D.  M'lnnes  (a  former  director),  at  the  invi- 
tation of  the  chairman,  and  with  the  heart, v 
approval  of  the  delegate*,  a ho  occupied  a 
seat  on  the  platform.  There  were  159  dele- 
gates and  two  visitors  present  from  forty- -ix 
societies.  Mrs.  Cottrell,  tlie  new  director, 
sat  in  tlie  body  of  the  hall.  I 'lie  meeting 

went  on  for  nearly  three  hours,  an  unusual 
length  of  time  for  tlie  Midland-divisional. 

Position  Reviewed. 

The  Chairman  said  people  had  un- 
doubtedly been  exercising  a great  doal  of 
economy  so  faV  as  articles  not  absolute 
necessities  were  concerned ; consequently,' 
some  sectiohs  of  the  Wholesale  Society  had 
been  very  hard  hit.  fu  the  sod  ions  which 
formed  the  grocery  and  prevision  depart- 
ments they  did  find  something  to  encourage 
them.  There  was,  of  course,  a decrease  in 
values,  but  in  mn'iiy  of  the  sections  there 
was  ail  increase  in  quantities  sent  out.  It 
was  quite  possible  that  the  next  .balance 
sheet  Mould  show  better  results  than  the 
present  one. 

Like  the  Poor. 

A Mansfield  delegate  raised  tlie  question 
of  tlie  C.W.S.  paying  the  carriage  on- flour 
to  Midland  societies,  so  that  those  societies 
coulcT'get  the  flour  as  cheaply  as  those  ij-liieh 
were  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
mills. 

The  Chairman  :•  This  qudsticiv  is  like  'the 
poor,  it  is  always  with  us.  He  also- stated 
that  the  directors  were  desirous  of  meeting 
The  wishes  of  societies  in  respect  rtf  carriage 
as  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so. 

Make  Your  Mouth  Water. 

A Bulwell  delegate  drew  attention  to  the 
profits  made  by  private  tobacco  firms,  which, 
lie  said,  were  enough  to  “ make  vour  month 
water.”  He  went  on  to  refer  to  the  lus. 


the  C.W.S.  tobacco  facte 


1 asked  if  it 


was  due  to  the  fact  that  they  had  not  yet 
met  public  taste  in  respect  of  cigarettes  and 
tobacco. 

The  Chairman  .said  profits  wore  made  on 
fancy  tobaccos,  and  in  this  class  of  trade 
the  C.W.S.  did  not  do  very  much.  He  also 
suggested  that  if  -societies  made  special 

rack-  but 


•ili ties  for  tlie  sa'le  of  toba 
probably  not  only  increase  Ineir 
also  that  of  tlie  C.W.S. 


Huthwaite  Hosiery. 

Mr.  Newman  (Tam  wor  tli)  wondered 

whether  the  quality  of  the  goods  turned  out 
at  the  hosiery  factory  had  : nything  to  do 
with  the  continual  losses. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  (director)  said  there  had 
been  a tremendous  slump  in  hosiery.  One 
of  the  leading  firms,  doing  slightly  mure 
than  the  C.W.S.,  had  made  o loss  of 
£236,000  on  the  year.  .So  far  as  their  min 
hosiery  factory  was  concerned,  he  was  glad 
to  be  able  to  esay  that  there  was  • very  iudi- 


[Continued  from  previous  column,] 

against  the  London  and  Liverpool  amend- 
ments. The  premises  of  the  London  amend- 
ment could  only  lie  based  on  the  fact  that 
the  pre-war  salary  granted  to  the  directors 
was  an  adequate  one.  The  board  did  not 
ask  for  the  usual  standard  pay  of  an  ordi- 
nary director,  viz.,  from  £2.000  to  £3,000 
a year,  which  was  paid  for  positions  carry- 
ing less  responsibility  than  even  the  tliirty- 
seeond  part  the  whole  directorate  carry. 
They  only  asked  for  fair  remuneration  for 
full-time  employment  in  this  important 
work. 

Tlie  voting  was  declared  as  follows : — 
Chepstow  amendment:  For,  46:  against, 
203.  Liverpool  amendment  : For.  54 ; 

against,  142.  Loudon  motion:  For.  132; 
against.  152.  Bradford  amendment  (second 
portion)  : For.  247;  none  against. 

The  Auditors’  Powers. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald ’ formally  moved  the  Fails- 
worth motion,  and  on  being  put  to  the  vote 
the  numbers  irerec — For,  138;  against,  12. 

Guildford  Motion  Deferred. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  of  delegates 
remaining.  Mr.  Edwards-  (Guildford)  pro- 
posed) that  the  motion  standing  in  the  name 
of  his  society  he  deferred  to  tlie  next  meet- 
ing, and  J-liis  was  agreed  to. 


atr 


Of  ; 


great  improvemen 
n;  the  near  future.  They  mo 
reviewing  the  position,  and  to  put  the 
house  in  order  they  had  given  instn 
to  the  departmental  buyers  at  the  v 
centres  that  they  must  take  every  i 
""“■■Ol  (bey  ioul.1  from  this  f.mtoiT. 

Premature  Advertising. 

C \Y  K r""hmt  "-"U  In)  oskr.l  wil 
1 " s-  advertised  a ceri-ii.i  l 
n-hen  the 

«£  ",C-V  w<!  «®M  tll’Tem, 

-Mr.  Biadslla 


•king  ).la... 


rai  ly.  and  ire  did-  not 
he  such  si  bi- 


Wo  ndvi 


< ipa 


• tll-C 


£ demand  for  the  boots. 
Derby  Dismissals, 
delegates  raised  tlie 


Deri 

dismissals  from  the 
Many  ol  the  men  were  local 
weal  {list ri but p- 


hers  of  tli. 


,l,st  non  live  society,  and  it  rum 
^p)ke  truly,  some  of  those  retained  nvn.  „ 
members  c f th»  society  1,tU  'U,L  ,,ut 

Bradshaw  said  he  did  not  suppose  ,|„ 
manager  <•(  the  works  knew  who  wo  n men 
rfioSn‘  t,,e  svtfety  and  who  m..,..  Hl)l 

the  Derby  .oninuttee  had  not  re  -ii n 1 ■ 
Tier  rom  the  C.W.S.  offering  to  "'a 

?h£?Vlll<Vi  it<?  -iuto* t*i«  "hole  noxst'nn 

thei  would  do  so  in  the  course  o'  ■.  l,.»  ' 


■sked 


- the 
the  real 
fusing  to 


Trade  Union  Question. 

Mr.  Clarke  (Scunthorpe) 
director*  could  state  wlmt  ...  s 
reason  of  C.W.S.  emplove-As  for  m 
tr.uk-  union.  Ho  cjulil  not 
I lemini:  (dire, -tor)  „nid  tllo  .lelrem, 

holms  S0""  ed  1 "’T  k'"“’  I'm  nnn.be 
non  is  taken  up  by  the  u a .ms  . ui„ 

m dealing  with  matters  aris'imr  i,0ll 
tins  resolution  Five  hundred  en,|,!o.™e, ™ 


Mr, 
would  be  a 


niittei 


one  fm 


li1 

■ <(ept  the  late  ol  Mage*-  gained  In  n . 
unions?  (•'Oli!”)  fcnufea  tram 

t-iio-nohl'!'.1  tll0"-'J't  the  do, 

It  9L  be  Smt*  tl«  jSTclmmZ^U 

liiffiltfe, s,me  "."-v  «- 

tlie  policy  of  trade  unionism  to-dnv'-'  " li 
is  to  push  somebody  out  and  push 'us  in  ” 

5®  °fteted  t0  f;0,1tptilsiou.  believing  tl...t 

tlie  freedom  ot  huninuitv  would  neu-i 
brought  about  bv  forte 

its,,  sum.,, tod  the 

j esolution,  and  spoke  nKainst  the  dire,  to, 
being  turned  into  trade  union  official*. 

Alter  further  discussion  the  vote  was 
taken,  with  the  following  result  — Rochdale 
ainendiuent  : For,  3;  against  1(H)  London 
amendment:  For,  62;  against,  -i 2.  Bcm.1ii- 
tipn  : For.  55;  against,  67. 

flip  two  grants  reconnnended  wore  unnni- 
mously  agreed  to. 


quest 


Interesting  Question. 

The  Chairman:  The  next 

(salaries)  is  a very  interest.  

(Laughter.)  He  proceeded  to  stale  the  case 
lor  no  alteration. 

Mr.  Forsyth  iBtilwell)  moved  tlm  London 
amendment,  suggesting  that  the  directors  of 
the  Wholesale  Society  should  have  done 
what  tlie  committees  of  wane  distributive 
societies  had  done — they  had  reduced  then 
salaries  without  waiting  for  a notice  of 
motion  from  tlie  members. 

Mr.  Stanley  (Ripley)  spoke  against  any 
reduction,  believing  that  in  view  of  the 
colo-sa!  trade  of  the  society  thev  should  pay 
the  director*  a salary  of  which  they  (the 
delegates)  would  not  lie  ashamed. 

Botli  point of  view  were  brought  out  in 
the  subsequent  discussion,  and  the  result  of 
t lie  vote  was  as  follows:  -Resolution  Foi, 
50;  against.  44.  Liverpool  amendment : 
Fcr.  32;  against.  58.  Chepstow  amendment 
(first  clause):  For,  40;  against,  63.  Same 
amendnieiit  (second  clause):  For,  28; 

against.  67. 

Auditors'  position. 

Mr.  Shorn  ili  (Failsworth)  moved  the 
resolution  relative  to  the  auditors. 

The  voting  was  a*  follow* : For  the  reso- 

1 ut ion.  44  ; against  63 

There  was  pra<  fit«lly  no  discussi/n  <4i  the 
Guildford  i-osolution.  and  it  was  defeated  by 
88  votes  to  19  votes. 

Mansfield  was  chosen  as  the  place  of  next 
meeting.  

We  were  misinformed  when  we  stated  m 
our  last  issue  that  Mrs.  Cottrell  was  the 
first  and  only  woman  candidate  for  a seat 
on  tlie  directorate  of  the  C'.W  .K.  up  to  Ur  Ur 
her  of  last  year.  There  have  been  two  pre- 
vious women  candi'Jates  for  the  C.w. 
hoard,  the  first  l*eina  Mrs  Emilie 
Marsh  and  the  second  Mrs.  Eolith  Abbott*  ^ 


Ap»«  8. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


i lid 


C.W.S.  AND  INTEREST 

CHARGES. 

SUGGESTIONS  fAT  THE) 

CARDIFF^  MEETING. 

«,ti  G.  Hayhuiist  (director)  presided 
..,‘r  the  South  Wales  divisional  meeting. 
;hjt.h  was  held  in  the  C.W.S.  Hall 
fiirdiH-  He  was  supported  by  Mess 
Wilkins  and  Marshall  (co-directors)  •• 

Warren  (Cardiff  office).  There  wer 
seventv-six  delegates  present,  a lime 
sniallei*  attendance  than  usual,  due  to 
number  of  delegate*  being  unable  to  reac 
Cardiff  by  train  on  account  of  the  weallie 
conditions.  , . 

Xlie  Chan'inun,  in  commenting  on  the 
results  of  the  half-year;  said  they  would 
0f  course  much  rather  have  been  in  a 
position  to  pay  n dividend.  They  had 
however,  been  passing  through  most  diffi 
■ nit  times,  and  when  they  took  into 
account  that  their  operations  over  this 
half-year  amounted  to  £38,000,000,  a drop 
of  £15,000,000,  they  could  readily  see  what 
a marked  difference  that  must  fnake.  There 
nere  many  great  industrial  concerns  that 
had  not  only  not  been  able  to  declare  a 
dividend,  but  were  also  not  in  a position  to 
meet  interest  or  depreciation  charges. 

Interest  Question. 

Mr.  Beni  bridge  (Barry)  disagreed  with 
the  policy  of  paying  interest  under  present 
conditions.  He  had  been  requested'  to  a«k 
the  directors  that  if  a loss  liad  to  be  faced 
on  tlte  current  half-year'  they  should^  re- 
(Ofbmend  that  interest  be  not  paid. 

The  Chairman  said  he  fully  aippreciated 
Mr.  Bembridge's  remarks,  and  if  they 
could  persuade  other  societies  to  do  Without 
interest  they  would  be  pleased.  Share 
interest  wojdd  have  to  come  down,  but 
they  were  not  always  going  to  be  without 
profits,  which  would  come  with  better  con- 
ditions of  .trading. 

Insurance. 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  going 
forward  with  leaps  and  bounds  with’  their 
insurance  business,  and  they  were  particu- 
larly pleased  with  the  rate  of  increase  in 
the  South  Wales  district.  On  the  indus- 
trial side,  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  four  big  companies  showed  the. 
following  rates  of  increase : - — One,  8 per 
cent.;  another,  4 per  cent.;  a third,  1 per- 
cent.; and  their  own,  67  pet-  cent.  Seven, 
years  ago  they  had  two  full-time  agents  in 
this  district,  whereas  now  they  had  seventy, 
and  their  local  manager  had  that  morning 
told  him  that  they  wanted  another  fifty. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  Mr.  Warren 
read  the  declarations  as  to  elections. 

Interest  on  Overdue  Accounts. 

Mr.  Gold  (New  Tredegar)  said  they  had 
written  a letter  respecting  interest  charged 
on  overdue  accounts,  and  desired  that  the 
directors  should  review  the  matter  to  see 
whether  some  relief  could  -be  given  them  in 
south  Wales  in  view  o*T  the  difficulties 
iney  were  having  to  face  at  'the  present 
moment. 

The  Chairman  said  they  would  take  back 
the  appeal  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was 
made  He  could  assure  them  that  no  part 
nf  the  movement  had  received  greater 
sympathy  iu  their  troubles  than  that 
district. 

After  the  reading  of  the  auditors’  report 
tne  balance,  sheet  was  passed. 

Trade  Union  Question. 

H'e  Chairman  said  they  wanted  the 
Micietie.s  to  help  them  by  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  relative  to  their  employees  and 
rwue  unions.  He  assured  the  delegates 
< every  facility  was  being  given  to  their 
employees  to  become  members  of  their 
respective  trade  union. 

. lr-  Gibbs  (Tredegar)  thought  that  as 
siness  people  they  should  shape  their 
iW*tSsi  0,1  ,llodel  lines.  As  trade  unionists 
. ? believed  in  collective  bargaining,  and 

llu,  reason  why  they  should  allow 
«e  people  to  stand  out. 
iva  'i.  f**a('kwell  (Gloucester)  believed  it 
* better  that  they  should  join  volun- 
ikn/'i. , , u,Ider  the  circumstances  he 
in  I $ley  should  support  the  directors 
M*e  before  them, 

savin  "{foams  (Cardiff)  said  they  were 
trail  8 - 10 ^ aR  co-operators  should  be 
^ unionists,  and  that  all  trade  unionists 
g0;n‘u,  **  eo-operators.  If  they  were 
■ctiiJf, 10  ?ass  ^bis  resolution  it  would  be 
i contrary  to  that  principle, 

rtiako  ,8ate  thought  they  were  trying  to 
an  0ija  ni°uutnin  out  of  a mole-hill,  and  as 
“nicl-  11  - e > unionist  he  knew  that  thev 
Hp  ..P^forred  to  be  without  managers. 
48ainsf  0U®^  whether  those  speaking 
the  man  '6  r<?!?°Eition  would  like  to  see 
seat  *n  ,^,e*r  trades  occupying  a 

The  r ?•  same  room  as  themselves. 
a**n,ln.I0  1US  was  as  follows  : — London 
ile  TDl:  /or,  21  j against.  53.  IWIi- 
Tor  oft.or-  ,'4:  against.  0.  Resolution : 

; against,  41. 

Th  ^8eested  Salary  Reductions. 

‘1*  said  that  they  }.ad  had 

H mJff  before  them  at  the  last  quar- 
if  «,  “8.  when  it  was  fully  discussed, 

I,p  repeaSijl'6^  gV‘n6  to  have'  ifc  brought 
I 5 lu  tlus  Partner  they  would 

.Siness  Lat: ‘uselA«s  up  to  ridicule  as 
aiotief  If  thev  were  iiot  worth 

**  maen'ituA^  7*?  n?w  bem£  paid;  wlien 

P’ltude  of  the  business  was  taken 

[Ccmtinmmn  last  wiunm.j 


“ SECURE  AND  WELL  UNITED.” 

MR.  GOUGHTLVS  OPTIMISTIC  OUTLOOK. 
“DEFIANCE"  OF  DEPARTMENTAL  HEADS. 


Mn.  A.  AV.  Goi.iohti.y  looked 
lor  his  trip  to  Russia  when  lie  took  the 
chair  at  the  Lancashire  divisional  meeting 
,of  the.  C.W.S.  in,  the  Mitchell  Hall.  Man 
Chester,  on  Saturday.  His  genial  spirit 
had  not  suffered  either,  and  although  it 
was  the  first  time  lie  had  presided  over  the 
Manchester  meeting  he  was  soon  at  home 
On  the  platform  with  him  were  Messrs.  W. 
R.  Blair,  and  J.  Penny  (drapery  commit- 
tee), T.  Ljddle  (grocery  committee),  W. 
O’Brien  (general  office),  H.  Plant  (bank 
department),  and  E.  Lowe  (C.l.Si). 

A Word  to  the  Jeremiahs. 

In  a preliminary  statement  the  Cha; 
remarked  that  the  C.W.S.  were  not  alorte 
in  feeling  the  effects  of  the  severe  trade 
depression.  They  were  more  fortunate 
than  many  firms,  however,  for  owing  to 
t he  wise  provision  cif  the  men  who  had  laid 
the  foundations  of  the  institution  in  the 
way  of  reserves  the  effects,  of  the  depression 
had  been  met.  He  was  very  optimistic  of 
the  future,  and  disagreed  with  those  people 
who  had  adopted  a Jeremiah  attitude,  and 
thought  their  institution  was  not-  going  to 
survive.,,  They  were  too  secure,  too  big 
and  too  well  united  to  . get  into  that 
attitude. 

If  all  the  business  which  passed  that 
house  were  to  come  into  it  they  would  be 
back  to  a profit-making  stage. 

Proceeding,  Mr.  Goljghtly  paid  lie 
thought  they  had  reached  the  bottom  in 
the  reduction  of  stocks  and  prices.  There 
was  already  something  like  a return  to  a 
profit-making  basi^  in  the  grocery  depart- 
ments. He  was  sorry,  he  could  not  apply 
that  to  all  departments,  because  it  had 
taken  longer  to  reach  the  bottom.  “It  is 
up  to  life  to  effect  every  economy,’'  he  con- 
tinued, “ and  it  is  up  to  you  to  be  as  .loyal 
you  can'.’’ 


se  that  the  C’.W.S.  were  not  receiving  that 
support  from  societies  which  they  were 
entitled  to  expect. 

Weaving  Sheds. 

Air.  Edwards  (Bury)  desired  to  know  uh 
there - nns  low  at  Hndeliffe,  whilst  Chorlw 

and  limy  had  made  profits. 

-Ill  Norris  (Liverpool)  naked  if  the 
drapery  committee  were  embarrassed  bv 
their  large  stocks. 

Mr.  Blair,  replying,  said  Bury  had 
reserves,  which  allowed  it  to  bring  - its 
market  prices,  whilst 
a newer  mill,  had  not 
■ . - - ~ - ai,d  had  had  to  earn' 

the  loss  caused  by  the  depreciation  of 
• • . 1 UW  S.  had  been  handicapped 

in  the  textile  trades  by  the  fact  that  thev 

were  not  only  distributors'  but  produe  ’ 
They  had  had  to  carry  stocks  of  va 
clot li,  and  made-up  goods.  With‘e\ 
drop  i„  textile  wages,  to  the  extent 
Mine"  wages  entered  into  the  value  of  the 
finished  article,  they  showed  a correspond- 
ing reduction  in  the  value  of  the  stock* 


Analysis  of  Trade. 

Air.  Kirby  (Pendleton)  wanted  to  know 
if  an  analytical  percentage  of.  <,ales  could 
be  published,  showing  what  proportion  was 
purely-  co-qp'erative  and  what  proportion 
was  private  trade.  AVhat  lie  wanted  was 
the  nearest  possible  proportion  of  private 
ti'ilde  which  was  done  outside,  and  an  esti- 
mate of  the  private  trade  which  the  C.W.S. 
could  not  possibly  do. 

Air.  Forber  (Bolton),  said  the  chairman 
had  made  as  good  a speech  as  it  was 
possible  to  make  out  of  the  material  he 
had.  But  there  was  something  wrong  with 
those  figures.  In  Bolton  they -had  as  many 
as  five  and  six  in  one  family  as  members, 
and  that  needed  taking  into  account. 

Air.  dagger  (Failswortli)  asked  how  much 
of  the  loss  was ' due  to  the  agricultural 
department, 

A Rochdale  Pioneers’  delegate  wanted  to 
knoM-  what  the  director's  were  doing  in  the 
iv  of  economy. 

Air.  Robinson  (Bury)  wished  to  be 
assured  that  the  directors  had  now  recon- 
structed themselves,  and  that  no  sub-com- 
mittee would  be  able  to  commit  the  society 
to  losses  of  a speculative  nature  in  future. 
Air.  Banister  (Liverpool)  dreu-  attention 
- a criticism  of  the  Wholesale  Society  in 
the  “ Investors’  Chronicle.” 

The  Chairman,  in  a general  reply,  said  a 
complete  list  of  figures  relating  to  co- 
operative trade  Mould  be  found  in  the 
balance  sheet,  but  he  could  not'  give  any 
figures  in  regard  to  private  trade.  The 
agricultural  losses  were  “ not  good.”  It 
Mas  the.  reaction  after  the  control.  Re- 
garding economy,  he  said  no  one  liked 
making  discharges,  but  t{iey  had  had  to 
discharge  some  workers,  and  to  put  some 
on  short-time.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Robinson, 
he  said  the  reorganisation  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee Mas  in.  progress,  and  lie  thought  he 
could  promise  that  the  ‘‘other  affair” 
would  not  happen  again.  Regarding  the 
Investors’  Chronicle  ” criticisms,  he  said, 
Let  them  go- on  with  it.” 

Financing  Building  Guild. 

Air.  Fogg  (Oldham)  asked  if  it  Mas  a fact 
that  the  C.W.S.  had  refused  to  finance  the 
Building  Guild.. 

The  Chairman  said  it  u ns  not  true.  They  - 
gave  the  Building  Guild  whatever  assis- 
tance they  could  so  long  as  they  Mere 
building  corporation  property,  but  uheu 
the  Building  Guild  became  a competitive 
nstitution.  with  the  C.W.S.  building  de- 
partment it  M'as  another  matter. 

Alessrs.  Johnson  (Pendleton),  Sutton 
(Beswick),  and  Pollitfe  (Eccles)  questioned 
the  chairman  regarding  bank  clerks’  con- 
ditions, and  M-ere,  informed  that  tlie  whole 
matter  had  been  gone  into,  and  grades  had 
been  arranged  M’liich  lie  thought  would  be 
satisfaetpry. 

Inland  and  Port  Side  Mills. 

Air.  Reed  (Ala  neb ester  and  Salford) 
wanted  to  know,  in  view  of  the  statement 
that  port  side  flour  mills  were. more  econo- 
mical than  inland  mills,  why  did  inland 
mills  sliou’  a profit  of  £30,000  and. the  port 
side  mills  a loss  of  £96.000. 

Mr.  Liddle,  in  reply,  said  the  difference 
M’as  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  Dun- 
ston  and  Manchester  had  larger  jstocks  of 
wheat  at  the  half-year  end,  and  there  had 
been  a fall  in  the  prices. 

Printing. 

The  printing  department  losses  were 
attributed  by  Air.  Ljddle'  to  an  unprece- 
dented slump  in  trade,  and  he  remarked 


goods  do’ 

Kiidcliffe.  being 
these  reserves.  . 


Shoddy  Boots. 

Air.  Roe  .(Failswortli)  commented!  on  the 
heavy  loss  at  Leicester  ; whilst  Mr.  Lnmlev 
(Oldham  Industrial)  suggested  that  in  view 
of  the  press  statements  about  shoddv  boots 
tlie  should  advertise  more  to  let 

people  know  their  boots  were  free  from 
shoddy. 

Air.'  Penny,  in  reply,  said  the  large 
stocks  accounted  for  the  loss  at  Leicester. 
Ach  ertising  had  been  increased  \ 
considerably. 

Farm  Losses. 

In  reply  to  qnpjstions,  the  Chairman  read 
a statement,  u-hich  stated  among  other 
things  that  1921  had  been  a disastrous 
year  lor -farming.  The  C.W.S.  had  been 
particularly  unfortunate,  because  before 
tfiev  had  got  fairly  established  on  farms 
acquired,  during ...  the  -last  three  or  lour 
years,  stocks  had  depreciated  to  a great 
extent.  In  one  or  two  cases  the  society 
was  doing  very  well. 

A Delegate  asked  Iiom-  many  milk  depots 
had  been  sold,  and  the  Chairman  replied  : 

I think  there  are  three  it  is  contem- 
plated to  close.” 

Compulsory  Trade  Unionism. 

..  Chairman  moved  the  resolution  of 
the  directors  ' regarding  employees  being 
members  of  trade  unions.  As  a trade 
unionist  for  thirty-five  years,  lie'  did  hot 
agree  with  this1  attitude,  for  he  never 
trusted  a man  or  ' woman  M’lio  u'as  com- 
pelled to  join  a trade  Union.  The  directors 
simply  asked  that  thev  should  be  allowed 
to  deal -with  the  matter  in  the  best  possible 
nay  without  inflicting  hardship  on  anyone. 

A Rochdale  Pioneers’  delegate,  in 
moving  his  society’s  amendment,  said  a 
man  of  forty-five  was  of  little  use  to  a 
trade  union,  but  up  to  that  age  lie  should 
■ontribute  towards  the  benefits  lie  enjoyed 
is  a result  of  trade  union  work. 

Air.  Norris  (Liverpool)  moved  the  London 
Society's  amendment. 

Mr.  Pollitt  (Eccles)  could  not  understand 
the  difficulties  the  committee  had  been  in 
regarding  this  question,  only  from  the 
point  of  vieu-  that  they  had  dilly-dallied 
with  it  and  not  attempted  to  put  the  reso- 
lution into  effect.  They  u’ere  iiom-  asking 
delegates  to  give  them  the  pou’er  to  employ 
anyone,  whether  he  Mas  a trade  unionist 
or  not. 

Mr.  S.uttou  (BesM’ick)  said  the  committee 
Mere  iiom-  in  a difficulty  because  certain 
heads  of  departments  had  defied  them  to 
put  the  resolution  into  operation.  His 
society  deeply  resented  this.  The  directors 
should  interpret  the  uishes  of  the  societies 
irrespective  of  the  threats  or  defiance  of 
the  heads  of  departments. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  no  knouledge 
of  any  head  of  a department  having  defied 
the  committee  on  this  question. 

Air.  Lumley  (Oldham  Industrial)  alleged 
that  “ hundreds  of  men  here  are  simply 
hangers-on,  and  heads  of  departments  do 
not  Mant  trade  unionism  here.” 

The  voting  M as  as  folloM-s : —Rochdale 
amendment:  For.  27;  against.  170.  London 
amendment:  For,  43;  against.  153.  Com- 
mittee's recommendation:  For,  89;  against, 
149. 

Directors'  Salaries. 

The  main  point  raised  in  regard  to  the 
discussion  on  the  reduction  of  the  directors’ 
salaries  Was  that  tile  directors  themselves 
should  have  made  a suggestion  in  regard 
to  n decrease,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
workers  of  every  grade  i^ere  suffering  cuts 
in  Mages. 

When  a vote  Mas  taken  the  London 
amendment  Mas  the  only  one  which  carried. 
The  results  Mere: — -Chepstou-  amendment 
(1) : For,  6;  against.  191.  ChepntoM-  (2): 
For.  7 ; against.  169.  Liverpool  amend- 
ment: For,  68:  against.  121.  London  reso- 
lution : For,  125 ; against.  54. 

The  Bradford  resolution,  recommending 
employees  to  become  members  of  retail 
societies  was  approved  Mithout  discussion. 

In  moving  tlie  Failsn-orth  Society’s  reso- 
lution regarding,  the  poMers  of  auditors. 
Mr.  Roe  said  they  desired  to  put  them  in 
a similar  position  to  the  one  thev  enjoyed 

in  1945, 

Tj'e  resolution  was  adopted  by  123  votes 
against  73. 

There  were  2P6  delegates  present  from 
79  societies. 


TRADE  WITH  RUSSIA. 

AGREEMENT  ABOUT  TO  BE 

ESTABLISHED. 

DIRECTORS’  STATEiVI ENT. 

,A%TTU!’  •\'-ubS  Mr.  UoligUtlv 

't.u.S.  directors),  u ho  were  menlficis 
the  recent  deputation  to  Russia 

&&-tl,ei‘'  \Uit  thr 

-Ml-  GuUglitl,-:  trill.  iiiAidal  over  tlie 

-Vl.inrliesttr  meeting,  in  tlie  e.iin  so  of  i,j, 

lenmrks  •said;  Lou  know  ue  ndvamvd  a 
ocrta.u  credit  to  Russia  .some  th.ee  u.  lour 
> ears  ago.  and  you  knoM  we  iir.d  an  obie  i 
their  !-'rU|fti1(llSMaT  lu  milinlii'in 

stroi'K,  position  in  Hint  lounlrv  They  I,",',, 
nsreed  to  buck  the  ul.l  i i I it  . . . ,f  , 
Centrosoyns.  We  are  nbout  to  establish 
in-reeineiit  b.v  ivhicll  we  slnill  he  able  lu 
j-iiange,  on  a proper  business  system  •» t 
we  Vise"-’  °r  'ii!i  **“•■!»  ug&uoilities  that 

irnf'Jlr'v  ‘lil-eetoi ).  „ lu, 

was.  at  the  Newcastle  meeting  sai  l | |n» .. 

B'm1  lT’e  l,a,k  from  Russia  ties  « ,.,.u 
Mhat  do  we  find?  Unless  the  M.itisl, 
operators  come  to  the  assistance  „r  t|,e  rUn. 
sian  co-operators  they  cannot  function- 
{bey  cannot  move  from  their  iki-iiion  T|,pv 
have  plenty  of  cominoditles  of  a kind  but' 
they  want  other  liiie,  i„ 

We  eannut  Win  one  aiietiie,-  wi.lu  u:  (akhm 
any  risks,  (dear,  hear.)  li  „ J 

ns  to  instruct  the  statesmen  to 
us  at  Genoa  unless  «e  ourselves  are  priparc.'l 
to  do  something  (o-oper.uiu-lv.  Jh,\ 
applies  to  every  situatioji.  ' 

Settling  European  Difficulties. 

i"’1'0  °T,II>ietl  t!'e  uhnir  at 
the  \oikslnre  divisional  meeting,  said  that 
the  relmb.litnt.oii  of  Russia  would  do  inure 
else’  “ t"ropc"'1  <hffitmlties  than  anything 

1 1;r-1.B.lrii“  (Langley  3[ill),  at  the  Mid 

land  d.v.sibnol-  meeting,  inquired  how  I, 

of  tlie  trade  shown  ill  tlie  report  had  been 
done  with  Russia.  At  tlie  1910  Congress 
there  was  a great  sllout  about  doing  trade 
Mith  It iis6ia , and.  by  November  of  that  vear 
goods  to  the  value  of  £63.600  had  been 
shipped  to  that  country.  Russia  promised 
payment,  by  December,  1920.  He  would 
ike  to  know  whether  that  promise  had 
been  made  good  ; whether  any  further  com- 
mitments had  been  made  by  the  C W 8 
and  M-hether.  any  barriers  existed  to  prei 
vent  the  society  trading  wjfch  the  Jtus«i<ui 
people. 

Mr.  H.  J Aoungs  (director),  who  pre 
sided,  said  that  of  the  £63.000  or  £64.001 
Kuesia  still  owed  them  over  £*39,000  Tin 
deputation  which  Ment  to  that  count ry  hai 
interviews  with  the  Centrosoyns,  and  as  ; 
result  a proposition  was  shortly  comini 
before  the  C.W.S.  directors,  which  wouh 
probably  lead  to  the  almost  immediate  pa\ 
ment  of  this  item.  There  Mas  a vei' 
great  desire  on  the  part  of  some  of  then 
friends  in  Russia  to  open  up  trading  Mill 
the  co-operative  movement  in  this  country 
The  movement  in  Russia  occupied 
position  which  it  probably  did  not  any- 
where else,  and,  provided  the  members  ol 
it  lived  up  to  their  principles,  it  promised 
to  be  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world 
Their  friends  in  Russia  M’ere  finding  it  diffi- 
cult to  go  ahead  on  account  of  the  fall  in 
exchanges,  but  once  economic  conditions 
became  more  normal  thev  (the  C.W  S 
directors)  were  hoping  that  this  debt  would 
very  soon  disappear  from  their  records. 


[Continued  from  first  column.] 

into  consideration,  then  they  should  clear 
them  out. 

Mr.  BlacliMell  (Gloucester)  argued  that 
M-hen  the  responsibility  of  the  position  Mas 
taken  into  account  the  salary  Mas  not 
high,  and  if  they  wanted  capable  men  to 
manage  their  business  they  must  be  pre- 
pared to  pay  for  them. 

Air.  Gibbs  (Tredegar)  said  there  Mas  n 
lot  to  be  said  from  the  chairman’s  point  of 
view,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
they  Mere  up  against  things,  and  it  was  all 
very  well  to  talk  about  “sacking,”  but  it 
M’as  not  such  an  easy  matter  in  a demo- 
-ratic  movement  siioli  as  this.  The  diffi- 
ulty  of  the  position  M’as  that  whilst  in  the 
case  of  the  directors  they  Mere  resisting 
any  readjustment  of  their  wages  they  had 
to  meet  men  in  their  employ  asking  them 
to  receive  reductions. 

A Chepstou-  delegate  moved  the  Chep- 
stou’ amendment.  He  said  that  afternoon 
they  had  listened  to  a great  deal  about 
trade  unionism,  but  lie  questioned  uliether 
any  of  them  n’ould  like  their  Mages  to  bf 
dealt  Mith  in  the  same  way  as  the  C.W.S. 
directors. 

The  result  of  the  voting  mbs  as  folloM-s:- 
London  resolution:  For.  20 ; against.  56. 

Liverpool  amendment:  For.  3,  against.  79. 
ChepstoM- : For,  31;  against.  21.  Second 
clause  for  Chepstou-:  For.  38 ; against.  14. 

The  Failswortli  resolution  relative  to  the 
auditors  was  carried  unanimously. 

After  some  discussion  it  wsif,  decided  to 
take  a vote  on  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing. One  proposal  (Guildford)  was  for 
10-30.  M’ith  an  amendment  for  2 p.m.  The 
amendment  was  carried. 


” I revel  in  the  ‘ Millgate,’  and  read  it 
almost  from  cover  to  cover.  It’s  my 
favourite  magazine  of  all  on  the  market  in 
this  country.” — A wc-ll-know.n  uriter’* 
opinion. 
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BRISTOL’S  LONG  SITTING. 

LOSSES  FREELY  COMMENTED  ON. 


REDUCTION  OF  STOCKS  : GIFT  CHOCOLATES. 


There  were  many  .questions  and  a good  deal 
of  discussion  at  the  C.W.S.  meeting  at  Broad 
Quay,  Bristol,  on  Saturday,  the. Sitting  lasting 
for  four  hours  slid  twenty  minutes.  There 
were  112.  delegated  present,  representing  37 
societies,  and  two  visitors.  Mr.  J.  E.  Johns 
occupied  the  chair,  and  be  was  supported  on 
the  platform  by  Messrs.  A.  Varlcy,'  G.  W. 
Brooks.  T.  G.  Arnold  (co-dircctoi-s).  X.  H. 
Cooper  (auditor),  and  J.  White  (Bristol  office). 

The  Chairman  ‘addressed  the  delegates'  at 
some  length  on  the  position  of  things  generally, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  said  that  the 
co-operative  movement,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mercial world,  had  spftered,  through  flic,  slump, 
in  trade,  by  ‘shortage  Af  capital,  and  by  having 
to  reduce-  stocks. ' 1 Consefpiehtly , the  present 
balance  sheet  showed’o  loss.  Owing,  however, 
to  the  position! taken  up. years  ago  they  were, 
in  the  napjjy  position  of  being  able  to.  meet 
the  losses  without  going  under.  The  present 
directors ' had1  fbfiowed  out  the  policy  of 
strengthening  the  reserves,  but  the  present 
state  of  affaiis  had  come  as  a deluge.  They 
had  depreciated  heavily,  but  were  able  to-  pay 
interest  and  20s.  in  the  pound,  and  still  had  a 
reserve.  * 

Serious  Losses. 

Mr.  Brown' (Weston)  could  not  admit  that 
in  any  other  large1  commercial  organisation 
there  ‘ had ' Ijeefr  SuMi  seridus  losses  as  the 
C.W.S.  had-  reported  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  Had  the  shares  been  on  the  open 
market  with^a.  loss,  of  £5,000,000  on  twelve 
months  trading,  piere  would  have  been  a 
serious  financial  panic.  He  was  of  the  opinion 
that  the  expenses '-under  which  the  C.W:S. 
were  working  word  very  heavy. 

The  Chairman -sqid  he  believed -now  they 
had  reached  the  end  of  their  trouble,  and  that 
things  would  improve. 

Mr.  Haskins  (East  Twerton),  in  view  of  the 
heavy  losses  in  particular  sections,  wondered 
whether  they  had  the  right  servants  in  the 
movement.  He  particularly- referred  to  the 
preserve  works,  where  huge  losses  had  been 
made  during  the  past  two  years. 

Mr.  Gilt  (Bristol)  understood  that  the  board 
had  decided  to  reduce  the  wages  of  the  ordinary 
employees  by  25  to  33^  per  cent.,  and  he 
thought  it  was  a very  arbitrary,  method  to 
adopt  in  asking  th,e  employees  to  accept  such 
an  enormous  reduction. 

Mr.  ‘Dawkins  ( East  Twerton)  wished  to  know 
if  the  transfer  of  the  one-and-a-half  millions 
were  taken  out  at  the  original  value,  depre- 
ciated value,. or  at  to-day’s  value. 

Mr.  Chappell  (Gloucester)  deprecated  the 
writing  up  of  property,  and  would  likc-T.o  see 
more  reserve  fund  instead  of  paying  dividend. 

Mr.  Mundy  (Exeter)  and  Mr.  Gent  (Rad- 
stock)  also  commented  on  wages  and  the 
economic  position. 

Mr.  Varlcy  (platform)  replied  to  the  various 
remarks  at  some  length,  and  in  the  course  of 
his  comments  said  that  so  far  as  present 
knowledge  went  they  were  at  the  bottom. 
(Stocks  were  taken  at  the  value  on  the  day  of 
stocktaking.  There  was  no  appreciation,  but 
depreciation  to  the  tune  of  over  £1.000,000. 
As  to  the  question  of  wages,  the  C.W.S.  paid 
trade  union  rates  where  they  were  not  paying 
more. 

Mr.  Cooper  (auditor)  gave  various  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  stability  of  the  society, 
properties  written  off,  &c.  As  auditors,  they 
were  quite  satisfied,  and  had  nofeav  about  the 
stability' of  tile  society. 

Chocolates  Given  Away. 

A Delegate  from  East  Twerton  asked  why 
the  C.W.S.  sold  private  firms’  chocolates,, 
to  which  the  Chairman  replied  that  the  matter 
was  being  seriously  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee. . 

Mr.  Gent  (Radstock)  desired  to  know 
whether  the  new  departure  of  giving  away 
chocolates  and  cocoa  had  helped  trade  very 
much.  • • 

A Delegate  from  Weston  asked  if  they  could 


have  particulars  of  the  tea  department  partner- 
ship  aocounls,  and  also  whether  the  proportion 
or  profit  included  any  profit  made  on  rubber. 

•Mr.  Arnold  (platform),  replying  to  Mr. 
Gent’s  question,  said  he  could  not  say  to  what 
extent  the  sales  in  the  balance  sheet  had  been 
affected  by  this  particular  gift  of  chocolates, 
but  egrtainly  there  was  a steady  Increase  in  the 
sale's,  and  during  the  last  few  weeks  there  had 
been  a material  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
cocoa  turned  out.  The  wholf*of-Luton  works, 
however,  was-  now  under  reorganisation.  As 
td  the  partnership  accounts,  it  should  be  re- 
ported to  the  committee  that  a request  had 
Wen  made  for  the  particulars,  and  it  would 
rejst  with  them  as  to  how  far  anything  nlore 
could  be  done  in  regard  to  it. 

Tobacco  Losses. 

•Ml-,’  Haskins  (East  Twerton)  suggested  that 
these  works  should  be  closed  down,  iii  view  of 
the  losses  made. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  the  committee 
were  not  satisfied  with  these  works,  and  the 
circumstances  were  now  being  specially  in- 
quired into. 

Boots  From  Outside. 

Mr.  Brown  (Weston)  wanted  an  explanation 
as  to  why  the  C.W.S.  had  such  a large  stock 
of  prjvate  manufacturers’  goods. 

Mr.  Arnold  replied  to  the  effect  that  during 
the  war  the  demand  for  boots  was  far  greater 
than  could  be  supplied  by  the  C'.W.S.  fac- 
tories, and  differences  werb  made  up  with 
boots  of  private  merchants. 

'Questions  were  asked  by  delegates  from 
Chippenham,  Eqst  Twerton.  and, Radstock  as 
to,  the  satisfactory  working  of  the  various 
farms,  and  Mr.  Brooks  replied. 

The  commjttee’s  report  was  adopted,  and 
after  various  questions  had  been  asked  by 
Bristol,  (Sast  Twerton,  and  Weston  delegates 
'relative  to  travelling  expenses,  and  replied  to 
by  Mr.  Varlcy,  the  balance  sheet  was  passed. 

Trade  Union  Membership. 

The  Chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 
moved  the  recommendation  regarding  em- 
ployees and  trade  union  membership;  and 
stated  that  they  had  had  a considerable 
difficulty  in  enforc  ing  the  resolution.  The  only 
.alternative,  as  far  as  the  committee  cou^l  see, 
was  to  give  such  employees-  notice  to  IgaVe. 
but  the  board  hesitated  to  do  that,  J 

Mr.  Marks  (Bristol)  asked  the  delegates  to 
oppose  the  committee’s  recommendation  ; and 
as!  regarded  the  managers,  lie  saw.no  reason 
why  they  should  not  (join.  They  had  their 
managers’  association,  .. 

Mr.  Gill  (Bristol)  said  instead  of  discussing 
tliat  particular  resolution  that  day  t hey  should 
bo  passing  a vote  cf  censure  oh  the*  C.W.S. 
directors  for  not  putting  it  into -operation. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  matter  should  be 
voted  on,  with  results  as  follows  : For  the 

Rochdale  Society’s  amendment,  nil  : against, 
112.  For  the  London  Society’s  amendment, 
11 ; against,  62.  For  the" committee’s  recom- 
mendauon,  9 ; against,  66. 

Directors'  Salaries.  • 

Mr.  Cole  (Chepstow)  in  moving  the  amend- 
ment standing  in  the  name  of  his  society,  said 
hii)  committee  felt  that  this  resolution  having 
been  defeated  three  months  ago,  it  was 
ridiculous  that  it  should  come' forward  again  at 
tht  present  time.  In  the  interest  of  the  move- 
ment generally,  he  was  of  the  .opinion  that  it 
was  not  advisable  for  any  reduction  to  take 
pldce, 

Mr.  Brown  (Weston)  pointed  out  the  moral 
effect  of  reducing  wages  at  the  bottom  and 
leaving  the  directors  untouched.  He  thought 
the  directors  should  have  given  the  lead,  and 
voluntarily  suggested  a reduction. 

: [Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


IN  WAR’S  AFTERMATH. 

YORKSHIREMEN  CRITICAL. 

SPECIALLY  ON  DIRECTORS’  SALARIES. 


The  Yorkshiremen  met  in  the  fine 
People's  Hall  of  the  Leeds  Society  ou 
Saturday.  Mr.  W.  Lander  presided,  sup- 
ported by  fellow-directors  in  Messrs. 
Clayton,  Denman,  and  English. -MY.  Smith 
(auditor),  also  Mr.  Yates  from  the  head 
office. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was"  regrettable 
they  had  hot  a better  balance  sheet,  but 
the  commercial  world  was -passing  through 
.the  aftermath  of  the  greatest  war  iu  his- 
tory. it  was  marvellous-  ,tli£:  money  .that 
was  being  lost.  There  were  the  two  well- 
known  American  firms,  lor  instance — one 
of  which  had  . lost  .six  millions  . and.,  t he 
other  four  millions — not  dollars,  but  pounds. 
The  C'.W.S.  balance  sheet  was  simply  a 
reflex  of  what  was  happening  in  every 
society  in  the  country. 

What  was  wanted  was  trade,  and  Still 

more  trade. 

“ A Batch  of  Regrets.” 

Mr.  Marsh  (Wakefield  Industrial)  opened 
the  criticism.  A Windlirll  delegate.  Mr. 
Oldroyd.  Mr.  Walsh  (Halifax),  and  Mr. 
Hall  (Cle'ckhenton)  tackled  flour  losses,  tlig 
last-named  pointing  out  that  there,  vyas  no 
mention  of  the  Halifax  mill  having'  been 
sold.  The  Chairman  explained  tliiit 
actually  there  was  no  loss,  for  all  was 
covered  by  money  from  the  Government 
control  guarantee.  The  Halifax  employees 
would  bt'  treated  fairly,  and  the  Slaith- 
waite  and  Sowerby  Bridge  mills  would, 
supply  all  the  needs  cf  the  Yorkshire 
societies. 

A Brightside  and  C'nrbrook  delegate  said 
the  Leicester  boot  worlds  were  working  on 
short  time,  and  yet  societies  were  clamour- 
ing for  supplies.’  .The.  Chairman  .said  such 
details  should  be  put  before  the  drapery 
committee.  A Gomersal  delegate  (brand- 
ishing a handful  of  letters):  Yes.  and  you 
only  -get  a batch*  of  regrets.  You  miiat 
employ  a special  staff  to  send  ’em  out. 
(Laughter.)  The  Chairman  promised  per- 
sonal attention. 

Which  Dropped  the  Hot  Brick? 

Mr.  Walsh  (Halifax),  said  the  C.W.S. 
had  dropped  the  Gisbi’fm-  Cattle  Market 
like  a hot  brick;  but  Mr.  Hartley  (York) 
suggested  that  it  was  the  Lancashire 
retail  societies  who  had  dropped  it  like  a 
hot  brick. 

A Delegate'  could  not  understand  the 
farming  losses,  ” as  farming  lias  been  the 
best  thing'  in  the  world  this  last  six  or 
seven  years.”  (Ironical  smiles.)  Did 
they  farm  on  theory  or  practice?  Mr. 
Clayton  said  the  Lancashire  societies  failed 
them  with  regard  to  Gisburu.  Aa  to  losses 
on.  farming.  -we  •■either  went  in  too  soon, 
or  too  late.”  Heavy  reductions  in  the 
value  of  stock' were  the' mam  realise. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

The  result  of  the  voting  was  as  follows : 
For  Chepstow  amendment  ( 1 ).  5 : against,  59. 
For  Chepstow  amendment  (2), -10;  against. 
59.  For  Liverpool  amendment,  58  ; against, 
3.'  For  London  motion,  48  ;•  against,  9. 

The  voting  in  connection  wit  If  the  City  of 
Bradford  notice  of  motion  (2),  that  C.W.S. 
employees  bewync  members  of  a local  co-opera- 
tive society,  was  as  follows  : For,  112;  against, 
nil. 

The  Failsworth  delegate  moved  his  society’s 
resolution  regarding  the  visits  of  auditor’s  to 
branches,  &e.,  and  Mr.  Brown  (Weston)  asked 
whether  the'  auditors  were  in  favour  of  the 
privilege- being  restored. 

Mr.  Cooper  replied  that  the  delegates  would 
be  doing  quite  right  in  supporting  the  motion. 

The  voting  )vas  : For,  40  ; against,  6. 

The  Guildford  Society’s  notice  of  motion 
regarding  the  alteration*  in  the  tinic  for  com- 
mencing quarterly  meetings  was  lost,  only  7 
voting  for.  -and  36  against. 


No  Congratulations. 

The  results  of  the  elections  to  tl'e  C.W  $ 
Board  were  announced  by  Mr.  H Yafe! 
(office),  and  a woman  delegate  gut  up 
began:  "On  behalf  of  the  women 
movement  l—.’"  The  Clifrirman  I 
permit  that  for  one  moment.  Tin. 
regulations  say  there  *hall-V  no  >-[*•«  kin* 
canvassing,  or  votes  of  thanks. 

Unionist  Objects  to  Become  Co-operator. 

The  Chairman  explained'' 'the-  cvnmiiti^. 
attitude  for  wanting  to  exempt 
buyers,  and  heads  of  departments  (rL!n 
being  compelled  to  join  a trades  union  iv 
saying  they  had  a npmber  of  mid  eni  njmfe 
wbo  had  done  good  w ork  . and!  V|,„ 
resented  compulsion.  What  . . q.., 
position  of  a man  'working-next  to  • ir»ide 
unionist  w ho  objected  to  be  ^Ico-iijicLitor- 
( Hear,  hear.)  The  voting,  was  6-1  lm  anjl 
58  against  the  committee’s  recohmiontla- 
t ion,  and  for  the  Loudon  amendment  Gl 
for  and  13  against. 

Top  Dogs  and  Bottom  Dogs. 

On  the  proposal  to  dock  the  directors' 
salaries  there  were  referenceo  to  tup  do^ 
•and  bottom  dogs. 

” We  want  that  15  per  cent.,''  Mild  Mr. 
DuCe  (Bradford).  ” I have  had  sixteen  to 
twenty  w^eks  unemployment,  and  there 
are. thousands  more  in  the  couutn  The 
last  time  the  chairman  meaner  im  d the 
•delegates.  I hope,  ou  this  occasion,  1 Jiiill 
be  able  to  mesmerise'  them.  (l  aughter'.) 

I don  t see  how  they  could  be  so  audacious 
to  reduce  the  .rank  and  file  and  not  tuiuo 
forward  themselves,  and  they  might  to 
have,  done, -to  show  to  the  world  tluw  wore 
true  to  the  principles-  of ' co-operation."  J 

The  Chairman,  answering  a question  by 
a Gomersal  delegate,  said  the  director*' 
pre-war  salary  w as  £4.00,  and  tp-da  v I'-GI),  • 

Tile  Gomersal  delegate  (inn  i ally) : 
Oh.  not  .so  bad  then!  And  we  ,m  doing 
three  days  a week.  No  wondm  no  of 

you  are  going  to  outside  firms  n u mo 

going  to  pay. £800  u year!  Lie  find  n O'-' 
dution  of  7s.  a day  myself. 

The  Cl i airman,  in  a detailed  r.  ; ' men- 
tinned  that  income  tax  took  LI  ■ >il  the 
salary  straight  away.  Every  nn  n her  of 
the  board  had  to  pay  out  ‘ of  his  own 
pocket  for  expenses.  Wl.iat  was  ■bemg  paid 
to  the  directors  to-day  was  too  small  < un.- 
pftred  with  the  outride  world. 

How  the  Voting  Went. 

The  voting  ran: — Chepstow,  fir-i  part, 
19  for,  81  against;  second  part  which 
applies  to  the  Bradford  motion  wuh  »hicli 
it  was  identical,  25  for,  44  against.  Liver- 
pool, 42  for,  64  against;  London,  7‘>  for. 
49  against.  Bradford  notice  of  motion  wins 
withdrawn. 

The  delegate  who  moved  the  resolution 
of  the  Bradford  Society  urging  the  C.W.S. 
directors  to  “ recommend  ” their  employees 
to  become  co-operators — the  chairman  said 
they  accepted  it — said  as  the  result  of  their 
sending  out  a list  of  questions  to  their  em- 
ployees as  to  certain  particular-,  inilmlnig 
” number  of  pass-book,”  they  had  a?  ninny 
as  thirty  joined  iii  a week.  The  motion 
carried. 

The  Failsworth,  Ac.,  resolution^  on  die 
auditors,  obtained . 75  votes  with  37  ngninst. 

Guildford's  notice  of  motion  tor  legin- 
ning the  C.W.S.  meetings  at  10-311  s.m. 
obtained  six  votes  only,  the  rest  being 
against. 

There  were  172  delegates  present. 

The  next  meeting  w ill  be  at  Dewsbury.  . 


“ I have  been  a constant  render  h,r 
years  now,  and  cannot  speak  too  highly  '< 
it  as  an  all-round'  periodical.”-  - \ , rr" 
Weald  reader  of  the  ” Millgato  Montm.' 


C.W.S.  BOARD  ELECTIONS. 

IIO\V  SOCIETIES  IN  THE  DIFFERENT 

DISTRICTS  VOTED. 

Below  we  give  the  detailed  results  of  the  voting  for  members 
of  the  C.W.S.  Board  and  Auditor.  A brief  summary  of  the 
results  was  given  last  week.  The  election  for  Scrutineers  took 
place  in  February,  when  the  retiring  candidates  (Messrs.  J.  E. 
Kilburn  and  W.  Isherwood)  were  re-elected. 


Name  of  Candidate. 


AUDITOR. 

No.  of  Votes  Recorded. 


II ! is 


•Bent-ley.  Wm.  ... 
Kelsall.  Thomas . . 
Glenwrighl.  .1.  W. 

Kenyon.  W 

Wilson.  Fred  Is.... 
Snowdon.  Wm..  . . 
Mcll  ing.  W T.  . . . 


o*  *•  I 

2 i 2 ■ 


No.  pf  Societies  thut 
have  Voted  for 
espectivo  Candidates 

ii  j it  \ a ■ 

!« I !® ; ^ | ^ 


•Elated  to  serve  two  years.  t.  ( 

29  Voting  Pamirs- declared  void,  representing  10:  yqte: 
~ L I . . -rvr.  ■.  f " . r.~  . . 1 


MANCHESTER  DISTRICT. 

; No.  of  Votes  Recorded. 


Name  of  Candidate.  2 j 


•Brooks.  G.  W.  .. 
•Cottrell.  Mary  E. 
Whitelev.  Edsrar . 

Bradshuw.  J 

Goodenough.  Geo.  . 
Whittaker,  William 

Major.  C. 

Jones,  David 

Sutton.  J.  W 

Abbotts,  W 

Pickup,  A.  ...... 

Jones,  A.  H. , 

Turney;  Arthur  . . . 
Jones;  Alfred  .. 
Robinson,  Richard. 
Alcock.  Fred  .....  I 

Buckley,  F-.f,  1 

Morton.  N.  J.. 


297 

-•-•4 

274 

•2G7 


TravL-.  George  . 
SyddULS.  A.  .. 
Wilkinson,  G.  J.  . 
UotTickS.  A.  . 
Clay.  Jnpirs;, . ,.  . 

Kershaw,  f 

EvonJ.'  W!11.’  •:  . . . 

WhitaRPK  J.  W... 
Richardson,  H.  .. 

Strutt.  W.  (} 

Pearcey.  A.  H.  , 


31-  * — * * — I 


I • — I 1 1 

' *’# 


17  — — 17 

'7  4 — II 

c — I sr-: . 6 


No.  of-Societies  that 
have  Voted  for 
respective  Candidates. 


SI  i - 


24G  | G5  15G  4G7 


iu ; i ! 


-1  | — — 3 

8 ' — . — S 

- 3 f — ’ ‘ ' 3 

•SI  j — i — . 9 

”8  1 •—  1 8 
• 5 1 I | — . 45 

5 — — 5 

2 i II  t I 3 


NEWCASTLE  DISTRICT. 


Name  of  Candidate. 


•Liddle,  T 

Riddle,  Geo 

Dodds,  R.  I 

Dodds,  William  . . 

Mugin,  John 

Wight,  J 

Golightly.  W 

Nichol.  G.  R 

Jackson.  W 

White.  J.  W 

Korns*  i W. 

Birk-tt.  J.T 

Im idler.  T 

Thompson.  T.  ... 

Walker.  T 

Beams  on.  J 

Welsh.  M 

Usher.  J 

Little.  31 

Leslic-Sinith.  J.  B 


No.  of  Votes  Recorded. 


JO 


(ytpoolivu  (lundldat*) 


41,3 


LONDON  DISTRICT. 


•Wilkins.  H.  J-  A..  . 1434 
,Bainsay..G.  A. ....  329 

Barium.  F 60 

Rogers,  WrJ.  . . . . 
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TO  PUT  EUROPE  ON  ITS  LEGS. 

OUR  AFFINITY  WITH  THE  LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS. 
LORD  ROBERT  CECIL  AND  CO-OPERATION’S  PART. 

SPECIAL  INTERVIEW  TO  THE  "CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS." 


The  brilliant  kilts 
nud  w ide  knowledge 
o f international 
questions  possessed 
by  Lord  Robert 
Cecil,  M.P.,  are 
being  unstintingly 
placed  in  further- 
ance of  the  League 
of  Nation's  Union. 
The  Union  has- not 
a mere  earnest  ad- 
vocate inside  oi' 
outside  Parliament. 
The  Member  for 
H i t e h i n usually 
lakes  an  independnt  line  of  action  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Whilst  opine  may 
Jilfer  from  him,  no  oue  questions  liis  sin- 
gly of  purpose  and  desire  to  serve  his 
fellow-men. 

Lord  Robert  Cecil's  speeches  generally 
attract  a large  attendance  of  members  in  the 
Housjof  Commons,  for  they,  realise  that  he 
discusses  the  questions  with  a fullness  of 
knowledge  and  argumentative  skill  which 
lift  the  debate  on  to  a higher  plane.  He  has 
a wide  reputation  for  his  broad  and 
enlightened  views  of  international  relation- 
ship nnd  therefore  his  opinions  are  bound.to 
le  read  with  interest  by  renders  of  the 
1 11  Co-operative  News  ” in  all  parts  of  the 
glide.  In  view  of  the  important  questions 
which  are  to  lx?  discussed  uext  w.oek  by  the 
International  Co-operative  Alliance  Central 
Committee  at  Milan;  it  is  opportune  that  the 
"News"  should  give  publicity- to  the  views 
which  Lord  Robert  Cecil  kindly  expressed  to 
me  (writes  our  Parliamentary  correspondent) 
in  the  course  of  an  interview  at  the  House 
Ecf  Commons  on  Tuesday  night. 

The  League  of  Nation's  Union. 

First  discussing  the  work  af  the  League 
of  Nation's  Union,  Lord  Robert  Cecil  ex- 
, plained  that  the  organisation  was  being 
worked  on  an  international  basis;  Each 
country  had  its  society  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  League  of  Nations  like  the 
Union  in  this  country,  and  theso  were 
federated  and  held  a joint  mooting  every 
Jwr.  Then?  is  a central  office  and  an  inter- 
nationnl  society.  The  next  meeting  is  to  ho 
hid  in  Prague. 

"Filch  society,  I presume,  is  lun  on  in- 
^'Pendent  linos?” 

"Each  country  must  necessarily  formulate 
its  own  policy.  At  the  annual  meeting  there 


is  an  excJiange  of  ideas,  and  the  members 
discuss  the  general  interest  of  the  League, 
besides  points  of  common  action  when  this  is 
thought  desirable,  the  admission  of  Germany 
to  the  League,  and  matters  of  that  kind.” 

“ Excuses  for  Doing  Nothing." 

‘‘The  work  of  the  League  lias,  of  oov.rso, 
been  hampered  by  considerable  misunder- 
standing?” 

" A great,  deal  of  misunderstanding  amt 
much  more  apathy  and  ignorance  than  any- 
thing else.  There  is  a kind  of  impresshn 
that  wars  have  always  been  and  will  be.  We 
get  excuses  of  this  kind  for  doing  nothing 
against  a great  evil.  You  Avill  find  that  in. 
every  dejiartment  of  life,  national  aud  inter- 
national. The  ‘ balance  of  i>ower  ’ and 
alliance?  of  various  kinds  were  often  dangjr^- 
ous  to  peace  instead  of  being  a preservative 
against  wax.” 

“ What  educational  wiork  is  being  done  by 
tlie  Union?” 

“ We  have  held  an  immense  number  of 
meetings,  aud  we  have  a monthly  organ. 

■ Headway.’  We  liave  issued  a good  many 
pamphlets,  leaflets,  and  reprints  of  speeches, 
in  addition  to  a specially  written  pamphlet 
dealing  with  different;  aspects.  We  have 
interested  quite  a number  of  teachers,  and 
in  some  schools  gave  lessons  on  the  subject 
yo  far  as  they  mere  permitted  to  do  so  by  the 
official  regulation's.  I have  myself  addressed 
two  very  large  meetings  of  London  teachers. 
At.Kingsway  Hall  there  was  an  audience  of 


from  1,500  to  2,000.  Tlie  keenest  possible 
interest  was  taken.  An  immense  number  of 
questions  were  asked  me  after  my  speech.  I 
Lave  addressed  the  Headmasters*  Associa- 
tion, the  Geographical  Association,  and  all 
©arts  of  bodies,  and  wliat  I have  done  many 
others  liave  done  also. 

" It  lias  always  been  a subject  which  will 
collect  a large  audience.  In  the  summer  of 
1919, 'when  I came  back  from  the  Paris  Con- 
ference, we  began  an  active  campaign. 
There  had  been  some  meetings  earlier — Lord 
Grey_  held  one  in  the  spring.  From  tluit 
time  forward  meetings  have  been  held  all 
over  the  country,  and  almost  all  of  them 
crowded.  The  Union  is  non-sectarian  and 
non-political.  The  president  Is  Lord  Grey, 
and  others  associated  with  tlie  .Union  include 
Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  Sir  Arthur 
Balfour,  Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes.  Thebe  is  a long 
list  of  vioe-presidents  representing  every 
activity  of  social,  political,  and  religious 
life.”  ^ 

Co-operative  Movement  Linked  Up. 

‘‘There  is  a great  similarity  of  interests 
between  the  co-operative  movement  and  the 
Unicm?”  was  the  next  question. 

“ We  have  a representative  from  the  co- 
operative movement  associated  with  our 
work.  There  is  the  closest  oo-oporation,  and 
so  far  taking  the  international  aspect  of 
affairs,  the  co-operative  movement  is  work- 
ing in  concert  with  us.  ‘ In  order  to  pro- 
mote international  co-operation  ’ were  the 
first  words  of  the  covenant  of  the  League  of 
Nations.” 

Lord  Robert  was  invited  to  express  Lis 
views  on  the  gefteral  international  outlook. 

I think  it  is  quite  clear,"  he  said,  “ that 
since  the  end  of  the  war  you  have  got  to  have 
greater  international  co-opbration  or  civilisa- 
tion must  perish.  I think  that  is  now 
generally  recognised  to  In?  true  As  some- 
body said  in  the  debate  last  night — I think 
it  was  the  Prime  Minister — ‘ Europe  is  one 
economic  unit.’  He  might  have  almost  said 
that  humanity  is  one.  You  see  that 


directly  any  particular  pert  falls  out  the 
economic  life  of  the  world  is  immediately 

disturbed.  If  you  look  at  the  figures  of 

trade  .with  ^Uss‘a  before  the  war  and  com- 
pare it  with  our  total  trade,  domestic  and 
foreign,  it  is  a small  fraction,  but  inter- 
national trade  requined  for  its  smooth  and 
effective  working  the  operation  of  all  its 
parts  like  any  other  machine.  Get  oue  part 
thrown  out  of  gear  ond  it  arrests  and  hinders 
the  working  of  tlie  wlucde  machine  This  is  a 
lact  which  is  being  slowly  dri\«an  into  the 
minds  of  politicians,  and  ought  to  have  been 
driven  in  years  ago. 

Help  Russia l 

“ There  arc  many  other  important  reason?, 
agite  apart  from  the  humanitarian  question, 
of  coming  bo  the  assistance  of  tho  Russian 
famine.  It  is  all  very  well  for  us  to  say 

Wliat  does  it  matter  if  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  Russian  peasants  die  on  the  Volga.’ 
In  point  of  fact  it  di  es  matter  economically 
immensely  to  us.  It  means  that  one  of  tho 
great  feeders  of  international  trade  is 
thrown  out*  of  action  altogether,  and  that 
alone  will  produce  great  disaster  to  the  rest 
of  tlie  world. 

“ Corning  to  the  question  of  armament  the 
thing  is  clearer,”  Lord  Riabert  continued. 

You  cam  liave  no  effective  disarmament 
except  by  a general  disarm  anient.  If  any 

one  single  country  decline  to  disarm 
another  is  boiuid  in  self-defence  to  arm  also*. 
Hie  neighbours  in  turn  a.ro  hound  to  arm, 
and  the  whole  competition  in  nrmaiffent 
commences.  You  liave  to  have  a general  dis- 
armament or  no  disarmament.  That  is  tho 
reason  why  some  international  body  like  the 
League  of  Nations  is  absolutely  essential  to 
cairy  through  joint  "action.  Even  then  it  is 
going  to  be  a most  difficult  job.  I may  venture 
to  impress  on  co-operators  the  point  that 
general  disarmament  is  the  thing  to  press 
for  more  than  any  other  aspect  of  the  inter- 
notional  question,  and  it  can  only  be  done 
by  a white-heat  public  opinion.  We  must 
urge  forward  the  question  bi  this  iiountry  in 
order  tlxat  it  may  spread  from  us  all  over  the 
world.  One  of  the  many  reasons  we  wel- 
comed the  Washington  Conference  was  not 
because  it  would  solve  tlie  question ; it  does 
not.  To  deal  with  the  naval  without  the 
military  problem  scarcely  makes  the  cause 
of  peace  any  safer,  but  it  starts  the  ball 
rolling.  It  gives  an  example  of  what  can  be 
done,  and  gave  a*n  argument  which  we  can 
urge  on  the  nntions  of  the  world." 

Questioned  ns  to  his  views  on  the  Genoa 
Conference,  Lord  Robert  Cecil  slated : il  I 
am  not  in  favour  of  Genoa  as  constitute  ! 

1 have  grave  doubts  as  to  the  idea  of  bring- 
ing in  Germany  and  Russia.  I hope  thin 
Germany  will  lie  admitted  in  the  League  of 
Nations  in  the  near  future — at  tlie  earlic  .; 
possible  opportunity  in,  fact.  I admit  that 
there  is  more  difficulty  with  regard  tr 
Russia.  I do  not  think  you  will  over  gel 
Europe  on  its  legs  again  until  both  Germany 
and  Russia  are  fully  admitted  into  the 
comity  of  nations." 


SHUTTING 

OUT 

SALVATION. 


The  People  Fit  t< 
Govern  : If  they  lei 
that  woman  in  here 
with  her  ideas  Europe 
will  be  restored  tc 
reason.  Where  woulc 
we  be  then? 

Co-operation : PL 

knock  at  every  dooi 
till  I get  amonj 
them  60  mew  here. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


" Co-operative  News”  Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday, 
following  is  an  unsolicited  but  (tlie 
assures  me)  a well-deserved  testi- 
monial 

"Vil  1st,  1922,  may  be  ‘All  Fools’ 
h but  the  most  foolish  or  unwise  tiling 
to  have  neglected  to  buy  and  read  the 
^ of  the  ‘ Co-operative  News  ’ for  this 
* think  the  editor  and  bis  entire  staff 
rt  t to  be  commended  on  this  particular 
***)  as  it  is  both  racy  and  varied,  informa- 
an^  more  than  up-to-date.  1 read  the 
ea?b  week>  but  I do  not  think  this 
. , ar  issue  will  be  beaten  for  its  all- 
nature." 

visitors  to  the  exhibition  of 
mookw-  *n  *bo  Whitechapel  gallery  last 
ifji]-  e.re  two  co-operative  officials,  who  un- 
it f(Sy. sought  to  fathom  the  mysteries 
Amidst  tK St  an<*  modernist  paintings. 
Action  - P'Kment  puzzles  there  was  sntis- 
Knter  'U  ®n(h’ng  a portrait  of  Edward  Car- 
The  c 'Vlta  s°me  resemblance  to  actuality. 

one  these  officials  was: 
kjtritj  - r of  the  ‘ News’  would  not  print 
tathinu r?  °u-  th*  exhibition.”  If  it  was 
'Hi.  ,ls  language.  I don’t  think  he 

|’t(nliven'Vfire  SOme  mirth-making  incidents 
I^‘nLonil€  nuusm»Hy  long  C.W.S.  meet- 
011  Saturday.  Mr.  Turnbull, 
Idling  ,i  3 P€rs>steucy,  was  very  keen  on 

IS  pouhraC?Unts  bating  to  tho  Birdie 
at  fk  ani,‘  ^ course,  everyone 
li  ten«d  l ° uanM?-  It  has  not  been 
|!;y  TCr*:rr’  b-v  a C-W.S.  humorist, 
h He  ehtti8'  'Xpl“iMj,  il  »*  bought 


The  hall  rang  with  laughter  when  Mr. 
Charter  commented  on  the  slump  in  the  cor- 
set trade.  When  the  merriment  subsided, 
lie  remarked  that  “ Ladies  are  making  them 
last  longer."  Mrs.  Brown  wonted  to  know 
whether  the  same  remark  applied  to  men’s 
shirts.  Again  there  was  hilarity,  renewed 
when  Mr.  Charter  answered : “ The  same 
as  the  ladies,  the  men  are  making  their 
shirts  last  longer." 


Corsets  were  also  to  the  fore  at  the 
Bristol  meeting,  a lady  delegate  from 
Birmingham  complaining  of  the  weakness  of 
the  etceteras. 

I am  pleased-  to  be  here  to-day,"  said 
Mr.  Lander,  presiding  at  tlie  C.W.S.  meet- 
ing in  the  Leeds  Society’s  Hall  on  Saturday, 
“ because  it  is  the  first  time  I have  had  the 
opportunity  to  come  in  quarterly  meeting 
since  the  great  Leeds  Society  joined  the 
federation.  I come  in  this  hall  many  times 
to  try  to  convince  them  of  the  error  of  their 
ways  qi  remaining  outside  the  fold." 
(Laughter.) 

It  takes  a lot  to  disturb  the  bonhomie  of 
Mr.  Lander.  Saturday  last  he  was  on  his 
feet,  and  showed  no  signs  of  being  non- 
plussed by  a couple  of  Scots  pipers  in  Rob 
Roy  tartan  who  began  to  skirl  immediately 
outside,  to  be  joined  a minute  or  so  later 
by  tlie  Salvation  Army  with  selections  sacred 
and  secular;  while,  above  all,  could  be  heard 
thO  clicking  solo  of  a delegate  on  the  front 
row  performing  chiropody  usually  done  in 
private. 

A problem  propounded  by  Mr.  Lander : 
“ What  Is  the  position  of  a co-operator 


being  asked  by  the  Wholesale  to  become  a 
trade  unionist,  and  next  to  him  is  a man 
who  is  a trade  unionist  and  objects  to 
become  a co-operator?" 

“ Everybody  in  the  co-operative  move- 
ment ought  to  exercise  a certain  amount  of 
common-sense.” — A Yorkshire  C.W.S.  dele- 
gate. „ ♦ ♦ 

“ I only  stock  three  outside  articles,  and 
these  are  for" the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  themselves.” — What  a manager 
recently  said  to  a Wholesale  director. 

Amongst  those  present  at  the  bakers' 
competition  at  Balloon-street  on  Thursday, 
last  week,  was  Mr.  W.  Halls,  M.P.  for  the 
Heywood  Division  of  Lancashire,  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  co-operative  so- 
ciety of  which  lie  is  president  (Nottingham) 
in  the  list  of  prize-winners.  Mr.  J.  R. 
Clynes,  M.P.,  was  also  at  Balloon-street  on 
the  same  day,  but  his  visit  was  of  a private 
character.  Another  M.P. — Mr.  J.  Cairns — 
was  at  the  Newcastle  meeting  of  the  C.W.S. 
last  Saturday. 


MAXWELL}  TESTIMONIAL. 

. An  appeal  by  the  International  Alliance 
has  been  issued  to  societies  for  subscrip- 
tions towards  a testimonial  to  Sir  William 
Maxwell  in  connection  with  liis  resignation 
from  the  position  of  president.  All 
countries  and  all  the  societies  in  member- 
ship with  the  Alliance  are  being  approached, 
and  the  United  Board  of  the  Co-operative- 
Union  heartily  commend  the  appeal  to 
British  societies.  It  is  intended  that  the 
appreciation  of  all  co-operators  should  be 
6liown  in  some  tangible  form  to  one  who 
has  devoted  a long  and  strenuous  life  to 
the  cause  of  co-operation  nationally  and 
internationally. 


Dr.  John  Johnston,  who  has  been  a 
regular  contributor  to  the  publications  of 
the  National  Publishing  Soeietv  for  a good 
many  years,  and  who  is  well  known  as  an 
author  and  poet  in  tlie  Bolton  district, 
where  ho  was  in  practice  for  nearly  fort} 
years,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Blackpool  Literary  and  Scientific  Society. 


II.  M.  the  King. 


Often  “ Whipped  ” 
Ji- ever  Beaten 

For  absolute  purity  and  delicate 
richness  of  flavour,  Nestle’s  Cream 
is  unequalled— it  is  a cream  you 
can  use  with  confidence  and 
satisfaction  for  every  purpose. 

NESTLES 
GREASN 

"MILKMAID1*  BRAND 

Guaranteed  absolutely  pure.  No 
preservative  at  all.  It  is  sold  at 
all  Co-operative  Stores,  and  is 
packed  by 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8,  Eastcheap.  London,  E.C.3. 


PURE 

THICK 
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Smart  and  Reliable  FOOTWEAR 
for  Gents  and  Boys. 

THE  CELEBRATED  * 

' HOLYOAKE  BRAND 

CAN  BE  HAD  FROM  YOUR 
OWN  BOOT  DEPARTMENTS. 

Manufactured  by  the 

KETTERING  CO-OPERATIVE 
BOOT  SOCIETY  LIMITED, 

HAVELOCK  WORKS, KETTERING. 


ASK  FOR  THE 

“PROGRESS” 

BRAND 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

Style  and  Fit  Guaranteed.  Firit-CIass  Goods  at  Moderate  F,  |;a> 


Makers  of  the  “WIMINSGILD”  Footwear. 


GLENFIELD  ‘PROGRESS’ 

CO-OPERATIVE  BOOT  AND  SHOE 
MANUFACTURING  SOCIETY  LTD. 


For 

Comfort,  Style,  and 

Durability 

Try 

“EXCELLON” 

BRAND. 

Made  by  the 

EXCELSIOR  BOOT  SOCIETY, 
S1LEBY. 


THE  SPEROPE  BOOT 

MANUFACTURERS  LIMITED. 

Makers  of  Highly  Finished 

Ladies’  and  Girls’ 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES 

» in  the  Latest  Styles. 

Goods  Guaranteed. 

Samples  Carriage  Paid. 
Enquiries  Solicited. 

DON’T  WEAR  SHODDY 
FOOTWEAR. 

Ask  for  the 

I & U BRAND 

The  GUARANTEED  BOOTS. 

On  Sale  at  Co-operative  Stores 
Only. 


LEICESTER  self-help’ 

Boot  and  Shos  Manufacturing  Society  Ltd. 

Ask  at  your  Society  for 

LEICESTER  ‘ SELF-HELP' 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  Ladies’ 
and  Girls'  BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

STYLISH  AND  GOOD. 


“IVY”  BRAND 
BOOTS. 

Made  by 

HIGHAM  FERRERS 

Co-operative  Boot  and  Shoe 
Productive  Society  Limited. 


SHODDY  BOOTS. 

WARNING!!! 

WE  desire  to  warn  the 

general  public,  and  Co-operators 
in  particular,  that  they  run 
grave  risks  to  their  general  health  and 
invite  serious  foot  troubles  by  buying  the 
Shoddy  Bools  now  upon  the  market. 

These  bools,  though  low  in  price, 
are  in  reality  most  costly.  To  be  well 
shod  with  reliable,  soundly  made  boots 
is  the  most  certain  safeguard  against 
Doctors’  bills. 

Do  not  be  deceived  by  a showy 
finish,  it  is  the  hidden  part  that  is  of 
most  concern  to  you,  therefore  buy  only 
footwear  from  sources  which  are  guaran- 
teed beyond  suspicion  for  high  quality  of 
material  and  reliability  of  workmanship. 

The  Boots  and  Shoes  of  the 

Productive  societies  named  on  this  page 
can  be  purchased  at  your  Stores  with 
confidence  and  assurance. 

It  may  prove  to  be  a very  costly 
matter  to  you  if  you  do  not  insist  upon 
having  one  of  these  brands  on  every 
pair  of  boots  and  shoes  you  purchase. 


If  you  want  good  honest  Footwear 
encourage  Cooperative  Productions. 


THE 

Equity  Brand 

OF 

LADIES'  BOOTS  and  SHOES 

stands  for  all  that  is  Best  in  Material, 
Workmanship,  and  Design. 


Ask  at  Your  Store  for  Equity  Shoes,  and 
so  avoid  Shoddy  Footwear. 


“UNION”  BRAND 
BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

THEY  ARE  EASY  IN  PRICE. 

::  : EASY  TO  WEAR.  : !; 


WORKMANSHIP.  STYLE,  DURABILITY  GUARANTEED. 
MANUFACTURED  . UNDER  TRUE  COPARTNERSHIP 
„ -CONDITIONS.—- 

ALL  WORKERS  SHARE  IN  RESULTS. 


CHESHAM 

Boot  & Shoe  Manufacturers 

LIMITED.  ESTABLISHED,  1904. 

Makers  of  Men’s,  Youths’,  and  Boys’  Boots.  Medium  and 
Heavy  Varieties.  Noted  for  their  Youths'  and  Boys'  School 
Boots.  Durable  and  Reliable.  Standard  Screwed  and 
: : : Stitched  a Speciality.  : ; : 

C.M.B.  BRAND. 

-GUARANTEED  ALL  LEATHER.- 

ATRIAL  SOLICITED.  SATISFACTION  ASSURED 
OFFICE  AND  WORKS  : 

HIGHAM  ROAD,  CHESHAM,  BUCKS. 


Childrens' Smart  Footwear. 

“OUR  CIRCLE” 

BRAND  FOR  GIRLS. 

•YOUNG  CO-OPERATOR’ 

BRAND  FOR  BOYS. 

LEICESTER  ANCHOR  BOOT  & 
SHOE  PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY 

LIMITED. 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Productive  Society  Limited, 

WOLLASTON,  near  WELLINGBORO’. 

The  Oldest  Co-operative  Boot  Productive 
Society  in  the  Kingdom. 

Makers  of  GEHTS'  and  YOUTHS'  BEST  CLASS  BOOTS 
in  Hand-sewn,  Welted,  Stitched,  and  Machine-sewn. 

ASK  AT  YOUR  STORES  FOR  THE 

N.P.S.  BRAND. 


The  MIDLAND  BOOT 
MANUFACTURERS  Ltd. 

Makers  of  High-Grade,  Guaranteed,  All' 
Leather  Footwear  for  Men,  Yout  s,  and  Boys? 

OUR  SPECIALITIES:- 

The  BLANDFORD  BOOT  <*«•) 
The  BLANDFORD  SUPER 
BOOT. 

The  BLANDFORD  Foo,b1^"”'” 
SPORTS  BOOTS) 


ADDRESS:  u 

Blandford  Works,  Wellingborough 


April  8,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


CONSOLIDATION 

NEEDED. 

VIEWS  ON  THE  NATIONAL 

SOCIETY. 

MEETING  AT  GLOUCESTER. 

A very  interesting  and  instructive  meeting 
of  the  Gloucester  and  Hereford  District  Asso- 
ciation took  place  at  Gloucester  on  Saturday 
3Iarch  25th,  when  the  question  of  “ A National 
Co-operative  Society  ” was  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed. Mr.  Miles  (Cainseross)  presided  in  the 
place  of  the  president,  Mr.  Booth  (Cindcrford) 
who  was  present.  Everyone  was  pleased  to 
see  Mr.  Booth  so  much  improved  in  health 
as  to  be  able  to  be  amongst  them  again. 

Advantages  and  Disadvantages. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Publications  Department, 
Co-operative  Union),  who  introduced  the 
subject,  said  to  understand  the  question  of 
the  national  society  they  should  view  it  in  the 
light  of  the  true  spirit  of  co-operation.  Its 
effect  would  be  a radical  change  and  would 
reorganise  the  movement  on  a new  basis  of 
collective  ownership.  Their  goal  should  not 
be  local  but  national  and  international.  A 
national  society  would  have  greater  economic 
power.  It  would  be  able  to  buy  at  a greater 
advantage,  and  it  would  prevent  the  economic 
waste  which  was  such  an  evil  in  the  move- 
ment to-day,  such  as  overlapping,  duplication 
of  stocks,  &c.  Working  expenses  would  be 
reduced.  The  consumer  had  to  pay  for  bad 
organisation,  and  societies  were  less  able  to 
meet  the  competition  of  the  private  traders. 
There  would  be  greater  mobility  in  action. 
This,  perhaps,  would  be  the  greater  gain.  The 
objections  were  many.  Some  people  argued 
it  would  be  uneconomical,  and  it  would  be 
bureaucratic  ; it  would  also  be  too  mechanical, 
&c.  The  first  steps  to  be  taken  wero  that 
they  should  use  every  endeavour  to  bring 
about  amalgamation  of  societies  in  districts 
or  areas,  whero  one  could  more  efficiently 
operate  in  the  interests  of  the  movement.  If 
this  was  done  the  evil  of  overlapping  would  bo 
removed.  Progress  was  hindered  by  the 
fear  and  jealousy  and  self-interest  amongst 
the  workers.  They  needed  more  patriotism 
and  pride  and  work  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

Mi-.  Mercer  moved  the  resolution  of  the 
United  Board. 


Long  way  to  Travel. 

3Ii-.  Miles,  opening  the  discussion,  said  they 
had  a long  way  to  travel  before  the  national 
society  was  realised.  The  greatest  obstaclo 
was  jealousy,  which  existed  between  local 
societies.  Overlapping  was  an  evil  in  the 
movement,  but  there  was  a great  difficulty  in 
bringing  about  amalgamation. 

Mr.  Blackwell  was  in  perfect  accord  with 
the  principle  of  amalgamation  of  societies  in 
districts,  although  it  was  a great  difficulty  at 
present  for  a large  society  to  deal  with  its 
branches.  A national  society,  he  contended, 
would  kill  local  incentive  in  the  movement, 
but  he  did  not  see  why  they  could  not  have 
county  societies. 

Mr.  Hyett  said  a national  society  would  take 
years  to  develop.  Societies  had  been  built 
up  by  tho  great  efforts  of  the  pioneers,  and 
confidence  had  been  created  by  the  work  put 
into  the  movement  locally,  and  by  having 
good  men  at  the  helm. 

Mis.  Prosser  thought  there  was  a great  deal 
of  fear  that  officers  and  officials  would  lose 
their  positions.  There  was  much  waste  in 
small  societies,  such  as  the  cost  of  buildings, 
&c.  They  should' educate  to  consolidate  their 
forces.  The  dividend  was  not  the  whole 
objective,  but  she  believed  in  a collective 
dividend  if  they  could-  get  efficient  men  to 
manage  for  them. 

Mr.  price  agreed  there  was  a'  lot  of  waste 
that  ought  to  be  eliminated  in  the  movement, 


VICTIM  OF  OVER-STUDY. 

DEATH^OF  MR.  O.  T.  HOPKINS. 

It  is  with  deep  feeling  we  announce  the 
uPe-M,ected  death  of  Mr.  O.  T.  Hopkins,  one 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  staff  of  teachers, 
at  the  age  of  38  years.  A month  or  so  he 
had  not  been  at  all  well,  but  it  was  not  till 
Friday,  last  week,  that  he  showed  really 
serious  symptoms,  and  he  was  taken  to  the 
.Salford  Royal  Hospital,  where  he  died.  It 
is  the  first  death  of  any  member  of  the  staff 
that  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood,  the  secretary  of  the 
Central  Education  Committee,  remembers 
in  30  years. 

Born  at  Chynant,  Neath,  Glamorganshire, 
he  was  early  in  the  co-operative  field,  becoming 
a student  at  Mountain  Ash  under  the  Cwmbaeh 
Society.  He  gained  all  the  certificates  of  the 
Co-operative  Union — bookkeeping,  auditing, 
secretaryship,  took  the  Eisteddfod  prizes  for 
the  essay  on  “ The  Life  of  the  Collier  in  South 
Wales  ’ at  Abergavenny  and  the  one  on  “ The 
History  of  Newcastle  Emlyn  ” at  Bangor, 
finally  winning  a Research  Scholarship  which 
won  for  him  a place  at  Holyoake  House,  where 
ho  went  through  the  .college  course.  The 
statistical  department  was  recently  commenced 
in  connection  with  the  Union,  and  Mr.  Hopkins 
was  appointed  from  among  tho  applicants. 
In  thekhort  time  he  was  in  this  office  lie  showed 
a real  genius  for  figures,  and  his  thesis  on  the 
“ Working  Expenses  of  Co-operative  Societies  ” 
a masterpiece  in  its  way,  is  now  in  use  for 
discussion. 

These  last  few  months  he  has  been  studing 
hard  for  matriculation  in  Bachelor  of  Com- 
merce, and  there  is  no  doubt  he  has  broken 
down  under  the  strain  and  his  brain  burnt 
out  with  his  intense  enthusiasm.  Our  sin- 
cerest  sympatli^  is  with  the  devoted  father 
and  the  family,  and  our  condolence  with  the 
movement  on  the  loss  of  a modest,  and  most 
promising  worker. 

The  post-mortem  examination  revealed 
the  direct  cause  of  death  as  meningitis. 

The  Eccles  Society  has  undertaken  the 
funeral,  which  takes  place  aj.  Crignant  to- 
day (Saturday). 

EDUCATION  IN  WALES. 
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but 


a national  society  was  an  impossibility. 


i,  VIA  IllIJIUOOlL 

n tho  capitalistic  system  only  a few  

8°verned,  whereas  in  the  co-operative  move- 
ment all  wanted  a voice  in  the  affairs  of  tho 
60ciiety-  A national  society  would  introduce 
Autocracy. 

Mr.  Faulkner  viewed  with  alarm  the  fact 
.at  many  small  societies  were  going  out 
0 existence.  If  a national  society  were  in 
P^ration  that  would  not  operate,  and  if  they 
' tllc  movement  centralised,  the  prices  of 
would  enable  them  to  compete  with  the 
P^ate  trader. 

theIr'-  ^UDdy  bought  it  would  bo  a step  in 
^solution.  direCli°D'  and  he  suPP°rtcd  the 

soi^*id0ne3  Sa‘d  ^ was  necessary  that 

g should  be  done  to  bring  about  the 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 
Sir, — WJiat  is  the  attitude  of  the  "Western 
Co-operative  Educational  Association  to  tho 
drastic  cuts  proposed  to  be  taken  in  national 
education  by  the  Geddes  Committee? 

We  are  faced  with  the  restriction  of  free 
places  in  secondary  schools,  which  involves 
curtailment  of  the  opportunities  of  the 
working-class  children.  While  Wales  has 
secondary  schools  second  to  none,  over  90 
per  cent,  of  the  workers’  cliildren  never 
enter  their  portals;  yet  our  legislators  pro- 
pose to  reduce  still  further  the  opportunities 
of  the  poor  child  to  a life  that  is  real  and 
inspiring. 

Then  the  people  who  deny  education  to 
the  masses  sneer  at  their  attempts  to  rise, 
and  shout  their  gibes  from  platform  and 
press  of  “ Labour  not  fit  to  govern.” 

Members  of  this  executive  may  endeavour 
to  shelter  behind  their  secretary;  but  as  he 
is  only  employed  on  a part-time  basis,  can 
we  expect  greater  tilings  than  we  are  get- 
ting to-day,  The  time  has  arrived  when 
we  should  expect  a full-time  organiser  for 
educational  work,  to  stimulate  work  already 
started,  and  to  enconrage  the  commence- 
ment of  work  in  other  places  where  no  start 
has  been  made.  To-day  every  society  is 
working  on  its  own  lines  without  any  co- 
ordination being  possible,  and  the  propa- 
ganda done  in  this  large  area  is  nil.  The 
eastern  section  of  the  area  knows  nothing 
of  the  problems  facing  the  large  industrial 
centres  of  Monmouthshire  and  Glamorgan- 
shire, and  our  Welsh  friends  in  the  west  are 
absolutely  neglected,  for  it  is  impossible  to 
return  from  Cardiff  to  any  of  the  valley 
towns  in  Carmarthenshire  after  3-55  p.m. 
In  addition  to  this,  we  are  confronted  by 
the  difference  in  language  and  ideals.  Many 
of  our  friends  who  oouid  ami  would  speak 
at  Llanelly  or  Swansea  become  afraid  of 
their  abilities  when  coming  to  Cardiff. 

I understand  a complete  change  of  per- 
sonnel has  been  nominated  for  the  Western 
Sectional  Board,  and  I libpe  all  societies 
will  take  advantage  of  it  to  give  new  life 
unto  this  executive. — Yours,  &e., 

F.  Pearce,  Educational  Secretary, 
Caerau  and  Maesteg  Society.’ 


ROUND  ABOUT  THE 
SOCIETIES. 

,T),n®  Dock  Society’s  directors  report 
that  the  society  is  in  an  excellent  position 
because  of  the  steps  taken  to  meet  the  existing 
difficult  times.  Sales  for  the  half-year  were 
£58,182,  a decrease  of  £8,247  on  the  previous 
half-year,  or  £37,007  when  compared  with  tho 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The  mem- 
bership is  well  maintained,  the  present  total 
being  2,755,  and  the  balance  sheet  shows  the 
members  and  the  society  to  be  loyal  to  the 
movement.  Dividend  of  Is.  in  tho  pound 
has  been  declared. 

Station  Town  Society  may  now  look 

forward  to  happier  times,  for  the  Wingate 
Collier)7,  which  had  been  closed  for  five  months, 
has  been  re-opened.  The  quarterly  report 
of  the  society  just  issued  shows  cash  takings 
for  fourteen  weeks  as  £40,174,  a decrease  of 
£1,009  when  compared  with  tho  last  interim 
quarter.  Tho  membership  is  2,878,  a drop 
of  thirty-two  on  the  quarter.  Dividend  is 
lud.  in  the' pound. 

Cleator  Moor  Society  is  able  to  report 
that  during  the  past  quarter  a sum  of  £2,815 
has  been  paid  off  the  amount  of  miners’ 
vouchers,  leaving  a balance  owing  of  £7,901. 
Sales  for  the  quarter  amounted  to  £80,739,  a 
decrease  in  sales  of  £81,034,  compared  with 
the  corresponding  quarter.  This  is  due  to 
the  acute  trade  depression  and  unemployment 
m the  district.  The  membership  is  ’8,003. 
Dividend  of  Is.  in  the  pound  has  been  declared. 

Egremont  Society’s  chairman  (Mr.  F. 
Fawcett),  at  the  members’  meeting,  said  the 
last  six  months  had  caused  great  anxiety 
o the  committee  and  management.  Sales 
had  gone  down  in  round  figures  £11,000,  which 
was  due  to  trade  depression.  A sum  of  £5,000 
had  been  drawn  from  share  capital,  and  he 
was  sorry  to  think  that  some  of  it  would 
never  be  returned.  They  looked  forward  to 
increased  business  in  the  future.  The  greatest 
factor  was  the  high  wages  they  had  to  pay 
their  employees.  He  had  no  ill-feeling  towards 
them,  but  in  his  judgment  they  were  too  high. 
The  result  of  the  election  of  three  committee- 
men was  as  follows T.  Quayle,  J.  Adams, 
and  H.  Park.  The  collective  life  assurance 
scheme,  which  had  been  a boon  to  the  society, 
was  made  permanent. 

Windy  Nook  board  report  half-yearly 
sales  of  £83,055,  a decrease  of  £57,378,  or 
44  per  cent,  on  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  Share  capital  was  £51,239,  which, 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year,  is  a decrease  of  £8,136.  The  amount 
oi  credit  given  on  vouchers  to  miners  has  been 
reduced  by  £3,342,  leaving  a credit  balance 
of  £594.  This  is  considered  very  satisfactory 
in  view1  of  the  great  reduction  in  wages.  A 
d:vidend  of  Is.  3d.  is  proposed. 

Gateshead’s  quarterly  report  shows  sales 
of  £269,860,  a decrease  of  £121,486  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 
During  the  quarter  190  collective  life  assu- 
rance claims,  amounting  to  £1,883  17s.  6d.. 
were  paid.  A dividend  of  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound 
is  recommended.  The  number  of  members 
is  21,404,  a decrease  of  six  during  tie  quarter. 


USEFUL  PROPAGANDA.  - 

Rain-ham  Society’s  propaganda  committee 
are  continuing  their  useful  work.  They  gavo 
a verv  successful  concert  at  Upchurch,  on 
March  28th,  when  sample  packets  of  C.W.S. 
productions  were  again  given  to  the  audience. 
The  local  school  was  filled,  and  the  concert 
given  by  the  Revlo  Concert  Party  was  much 
enjoyed. 

Mr.  A.  Champion  (vice-president  of  the 
society)  dealt  with  a few  of  the  benefits  con- 
nected with  the  society,  namely,  tho  bene- 
volent fund,  the  convalescent  fund,  and  the 
collective  life  assurance.  He  strongly  advo- 
cated C.W.S.  productions,  samples  of  which 
had  been  given  away  that  evening,  and  which 
could  be  procured  at  the  stores. 


[Continue?  from  previous  column,] 

consolidation  of  societies  locally  by  amalga- 
mation. 

Mr.  Prosser  said  capital  had  made  it  abso- 
lutely impossiblf  to  carry  out  the  ideals  of  the 
movement.  On  the  distributive  side  they 
had  reached  their  limit.  The  productive  side 
was  the  only  side  they  could  operate,  and  if 
they  could  not  do  that  they  were  doomed. 

Messrs.  Chappell  and  Booth  also  spoke. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  aa  follows 
“ That  this  conference,  recognising  the  neces- 
sity for  the  unification  of  co-operative  effort 
and  a closer  organisation  of  "the  co-operative 
movement,  approves  the  principle  of  a national 
society,  and  as  a means  to  that  end  pledges 
the  societies  in  this  district  to  take  such  steps 
as  will  lead  to  the  elimination  of  all  forms  of 
overlapping,  and  the  amalgamation  of  co- 
operative societies  operating  in  the  same  or 
adjacent  districts.” 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 


THE  AIMS  OF  KIBBO  KIFT. 

A leaflet  has  been  issued  by  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society’s  educational  committee,  con- 
taining “The  Message  of  Kibbo  Kift,”  from 
the  pen  of  Mr.  G.  S.  M.  Ellis,  M.A.  It  is  ex- 
plained that  Kibbo  Kift  is  a brotherhood  which 
boys  and  girls  are  delighted  to  join.  “ It  is 
an  international  fraternity,  and  knows  no 
distinctions  of  colour,  race,  class,  or  religious 
belief.  Its  creed  is  co-operation  and  peace 
the  cult  of  the  healthy  body,  and  the  eager, 
inquiring  mind.  Already  it  has  secured  the 
allegiance  of  many  of  the  workers’  children.” 
The  Advisory  Council  of  Kibbo  Kift  is  com- 
posed of  several  well-known  workers  in  social 
movements,  including  Mrs.  Pethiek  Lawrence, 
Mr.  Norman  Angcll.  Mr.  C.  H.  Grinling,  Mr. 
Maurice  Maeterlinck,  Mr.  H.  G.  Wells,  and 
others. 


ASSLNGTOxN  FARM. 

i-.TnE  ,Assinet°n  Agricultural  Association, 
like  other  farming  concerns,  have  suffered 
from  the  recent  depression.  Owing  to  the 
adverse  conditions  last  year  and  the  heavy 
working  expenses,  there  is  a tradin^»loss 
of  £462  los.  2d.  The  committee  have  used 
the  balance  brought  forward  from  last  year 
as  a set-off  against  this,  and  have  with- 
drawn £358  19s.  6d.  from  the  reserve  fund 
to  enable  them  to  present  a clear  balance 
sheet. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRESS. 

NEW  DEVELOPMENT  IN  THE 

NORTHERN  SECTION. 

AN  ADVISORY  COUNCIL, 

Tkb  executive  committees  of  each  of  the 
seven  district  conference  associations  in  tho 
Aortliern  Section  were  represented  at  a special 
conference  in  Newcastle  Society’s  Hall,  on 
Saturday.  The  meeting  was  the  outcome! 
ol  the  conference  between  the  Northern  Sec- 
tioual  Board  and  the  board  of  the  National 
Li'S  .rat‘V0  • Society,  and  woa 

called  o consider  the  formation  of  an  advisory 
committee  m tho  North  in  the  interests  df 
tho  Publishing  Society.  Mr.  J.  Davison 
{chairman  of  tho  sectional  board)  presided 
and  ho  was  supported  by  the  members  of  tho 

KhV?n“  *nd  Messrs-  O-  Brotvnbill 

chaiiinau),  J.  Bayne  (director),  R.  Row- 
botham  (secretary),  and  J.  A.  Flanagan  (editor- 
in-chief)  of  tho  National  Publishing  Society. 

, , c'.V'le.  who  was  called  upon  to  introduce 

the  business  before  the  meeting,  said  they  wero 
there  in  the  interests  of  the  N.C.P.S.  to  enlist 
the  sympathy  of  societies  in  the  Section, 
-they  were  introducing  something  in  the  nature 
of  an  experiment,  and  were  there  not  purely 
trom  a business  point  of  view;  but  from  tho 
point  of  view  that  they  would  help  the  move- 

ofCfhe  society?*11^  *°  pUsl‘  FubUcatio“ 
The  Proposed  Committee. 

To  put  the  matter  briefly,  continued  Mr. 
Bayne,  they  wen*  proceeding  on  the  lines  of 
appointing  an  advisory  committee  to  push 
co-operative  literature  and  advise  the  best 
way  in  which  these  publications  could  meet 
the  wants  of  the  movement.  The  idea  at 
that  stage  was  that  the  advisory  committeo 
should  be  formed  of  one  representative  from 
each  conference  district,  two  representatives 
lrom  the  sectional  hoard,  and  one  from  tho 
Womens  Guild,  making  altogether  a com- 
nnttec  of  ten.  The  step  proposed,  lie  frankly 
admitted,  was  an  experiment.  They  did  not 
come  there  to  ask  the  representatives  merely 
to  appoint  a committee  and  to  agree  in  a sort 
ot  pious  resolution  way  and  in  a half -sleeping 
condition.  They  wanted  the  committee  to 
be  active,  and  this  depended  a great  deal  on 
its  individual  composition.  Similar  bodies 
were  now  working  in  the  Southern  and  Scottish 
sections,  and  ho  hoped  the  meeting  that  day 
would  result  in  the  formation  of  the  Northern 
committee  which  would  create  interest  and 
ultimately  secure  a circulation  larger  than  at 
present. 

-v  n u Brownbill  said  the  directors  of  tho 
jN.u. r.o.  for  some  time  had  felt  a great  sense 
ot  responsibility  of  awakening  the  movement 
to  a realisation  of  its  responsibilities  if  tho 
expectations  that  many  of  them  had  formed 
were  to  bo  realised.  There  were,  he  under- 
stood, about  130  societies  in  the  Northern 
Section  with  a membership,  approximately, 
of  half-a-million,  and  share  capital  upwards 
of  seven  million  (founds.  Only  about  thirty 
of  these  societies  held  shares  in  the  N.C.P.S., 
and  he  thought  the  total  holdings  represented 
about  £2,000,  or  just  a little  over  £30  per 
society.  That  was  less  than  £15  per  society 
in  the  Section,  and  the  circulation  in  the  North 
was  about  10,000  per  week.  He  meant  no 
reflection,  but  only  to  impress  them  with  tho 
necessity  for  taking  action. 

Hearty  Agreement. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  heartily  in  amee- 
ment  with  what  had  been  said.  They  wanted 
every  member  in  the  movement  to  read  tho 
co-operative  papers,  and  what  were  needed 
were  evangelists  to  meet  the  members. 

Mr.  Stoddart  (sectional  secretary)  moved 
that  an  advisory  council  of  the  nature  sug- 
gested should  be  formed  in  the  Northern 
Section.  Mr.  Rae  (sectional  board)  seconded, 
and  the  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Scott  (sectional  board)  said  it  struck 
him  that  one  weak  spot  was  that  there  was 
only  one  representative  from  the  Women's 
Guild.  Ho  thought  the  women  would  be 
the  best  evangelists  in  the  movement,  and  ho 
would  prefer  to  see  two  women  on  the  com- 
mittee although  there  was  only  one  from  tho 
sectional  board. 

Mr.  Brownbill  said  there  would  he  no  objec- 
tion to  two  women,  but  they  would  not  likn 
to  have  only  one  member  from  the  sectional 
board. 

Mr.  Stoddart  then  moved  : That  there  he 
one  representative  from  each  of  the  seven 
districts,  two  from  tho  sectional  Women’s 
Guild,  and  two  from  tho  sectional  board. 

Mr.  Scott  seconded. 

The  resolution  was  approved  unanimously. 
After  remarks  by  Messrs.  Stoddart,  Riddle, 
Turnbull  (secretary.  No.  7 Association),  Rae/ 
and  Rowbotham,  it  was  agreed  that  it  should 
be  left  with  the  sectional  board  to  arrange 
for  the  appointment  of  the  committee. 
Appreciations. 

Mr.  Riddle  referred  to  the  improvement! 
in  the  “News  ” in  recent  years,  both  as  regards 
general  appearanco,  arrangement,  and  matter } 
and  he  wanted  to  express  his  appreciation 
of  that  week’s  issue  of  the  “ News.” 

Mr.  Flanagan  thanked  Mr.  Riddle  for  his 
complimentary  references.  Ho  thought  ho 
was  making  no  confession  that  should  bo 
kept  secret  when  he  said  that  there  was  never 
anyone  more  dissatisfied  with  his  paper  than 
a conscientious  editor.  Week  after  week  the 
staff  struggled  to  do  its  best,  and  week  after 
week  they  had  the  same  stricken  conscience 
that  there  wa3  something  short  of  perfection. 

Mr.  Flanagan  pointed  out  that  what  was  needed 
now  was  more  readers.  Brilliant  contribu- 
tions and  brilliant  articles  were  of  no  use  U 
nobody  read  them. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor ol  the  “Women's  Pages. 
“Co-operative  News”  Office,  Long  Mitigate, 
Manchester. 


RAINY  DAYS. 

The  half-yearly  statement  of  our 
C.W.S.,  presented  at  the  various  recent 
meetings,  shows  how  sound  has  been  the 
system  on  which  co-operators  have  built 
up  their  business.  The  creation  of  re- 
serve funds  and  the  ample  depreciation 
allowed  for  in  good  times  have  given  the 
Wholesale  Society  a well-lined  pocket 
upon  which  to  draw — as  at  the  present 
time — when  it  has  been  impossible  to 
avoid  a los$  on  the  current  half-year  s 
trading.  The  loss,  after  all,  is  compara- 
tively "small  when  the  volume  of  trade 
is  considered.  The  amount  is  £445>49I> 
and  the  reserve  fund  was  able  to  meet 
this,  together  with  £t45»9^2  ^or  PaynVpnt 
of  interest  and  £320,350  for  depreciation 
of  property.  1 • % . 

The  cause  of  the  loss  is  twofold,  rirst, 
there  is  the  fall  in  the  values  of  goods, 
which  required  the  writing  down  ot 
stocks  to  present  values  which  had  cost 
much  more  when  first  purchased  , and 
secondly,  the  serious  reduction  in  the 
spending  power  of  the  people,  due  to 
unemployment. 

The  last  is  an  evil  which,  alas,  the  co- 
operative movement  itself  cannot  avoid 
as  things  are  now.  If  members  who  work 
outside  the  movement  are  unemployed, 
and  have  no  money  to  spend,  they  can-- 
not  keep  our  own  factories  and  work- 
shops busy,  and  so  the  trouble  spreads. 

What  we  see  in  the  C.W.S.  is  but  a 
reflection  of  what  is  happening  in  every 
local  society  and  in  many  thousands  of 
homes.  The  rainy  days  are  here,  and 
we  have  to  call  upon  our  reserves  to  tide 
us  over  the  crisis. 


WAYS  OF  INCREASING  TRADE. 

MORE  MEMBERS  : MORE  PRODUCTION  FOR  OUR  MOVEMENT. 
HOW  WOMEN  CAN  HELP. 


We  give  below  further  extracts  from  the  paper  to  be  read  at  the  forth- 
coming Women’s  Guild  conferences.  These  extracts  show  different  ways  and 
means  for  securing  more  trade  for  societies  and  the  C.W.S.  More  members  and 
more  production  must  be  our  slogan,  for  more  trade  means  more  work,  and 
co-operative  employment  means  less  profit-making  for  individuals  and  less 
unemployment. 


WOMAN  C.W.S.  DIRECTOR. 

Our  congratulations  to  Councillor  Mrs. 
Cottrell  on  her  election  to  the  C.W.S. 
board. 

Mrs.  Cottrell  has  been  a candidate  for 
the  English  board  for  several  years,  re- 
ceiving a steadily-growing  amount  of 
support  from  the  members,  and  for  the 
past  few  elections  she  has  appeared  on 
the  results  as  the  “ first  unsuccessful 
candidate  ” on  the  Manchester  district 
for  which  she  has  stood.  At  last,  on  a 
clear  vacancy,  the  meipbers  have  shown 
their  belief  in  her  fitness  by  electing  her. 

No  doubt  her  colleagues  on  the  board 
will  receive  her  with  mixed  feelings.  In 
spite  of  the  technically  “ open  door  ” 
which  co-operation  offers  to  women,  the 
entrance  to  responsible  administrative 
posts  is  not  by  any  means  easy,  even 
when  the  woman  candidate  is,  as  in  Mrs. 
Cottrell's  case,  fully  qualified  by  indi- 
vidual capacity  and  co-operative  ex- 
perience to  measure  her  chances  amongst 
her  masculine  competitors. 

Having  arrived,  however,  nt  the  board 
table,  we  feel  that  our  one  woman  repre- 
sentative will  meet  with  all  due  courtesy 
and  good  fellowship,  and  will  be  able  to 
justify  her  election  by  making  good  as 
a C.W.S.  director  in  the  same  capable 
way  that  she  has  " made  good  as  a 
guildswoman  on  the  committees  of  her 
own  society,  as  a city  councillor,  and 
on  important  war-time  councils. 

No  one  expects  that  she  is  going  to 
revolutionise  the  procedure  of  the  work 
immediately,  or,  indeed,  to  make  any 
appreciable  “ splash,”  but  we  can  trust 
her  to  take  her  fair  share  of  the  work 
<?f  the  board,  and  to  keep  a watchful  eye 
upon  some  matters  of  moment  to  women 
Avhicli  no  board  wholly  composed  of  men 
directors  can  possibly  be  expected  to  do. 

Thirty — nay,  even  twenty — years  ago 
the  election  of  a woman  on  to  the  C.W.S. 
board  would  have  seemed  impossible ; 
but  times  have  changed,  aud  as  clearer 
light  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  mutual 
responsibility  of  men  and  women  for  the 
upkeep  of  all  our  good  institutions  of 
government  and  progress,  old  prejudices 
fall  away,  and  it  is  found  to  be  quite 
easy  and  possible  for  men  and  women 
to  work  side  by  side. 


[PRACTICAL  [IDEAS. 

WHAT  WE  CANJDO  FOR]  SOCIETIES. 

There  are  many  ways  of  increasing 
trade.  One  epciety, "instead  of  discharging 
its  employees  or  putting  them  on  short 
time,  sent  them  out  to  look  up  those  mem- 
bers who  had  fallen  away  from  the  stores, 
with  the  object  of  trying  <to  win  them  back. 
Another  society  is  employing  a paid  can- 
vasser. who  goes  about  canvassing  for  mem- 
bers. In  a small,  new  society  in  the-south 
the  members  themselves  have  organised  a 
canvassing  campaign, 
and  increased  the  trade 
of  their  stores  by  £40  a 
week..  In.  Belgium,  the 
month  of  March  this 
year  was  observed  as  a 
special  propaganda 
month,  and  in  many  of 
the  localities  little  bands 
of  co-operators  set  apart 
Sunday  afternoons  for 
house-to-house  visits  and 
talks  to  their  neighbours 
about  co-operation. 

Probably  the  employees 
make  the  best  can- 
vassers where  this  can 
be  managed,  for  they 
know  all  about  the  so- 
ciety’s stocks,  prioes, 
qualities,  tfcc.,  and  can 
make  members  and  take 
orders  at  the  same  time. 

Guild  branches  might 
approach  their  manage- 
ment committees  and 
ask  them  to  consider 
using  their  employees 
on  short  time  in  this  ~ 
way.  Where  this  is  impossible,  guild  mem- 
bers themselves  might  volunteer  to  canvass 
for  the  society. 

Some  societies,  finding  that  members  have 
not  taken  all  their  trade  to  the  store  be- 
cause outlying  districts  did  not  know  what 
a choice  of  goods  was  offered  by  the  larger 
stores,  have  arranged  for  little  exhibitions 
to  be  given  to  the  Guild  branches,  or  for 
departmental  managers  to  visit  them  and 
explain  what  their  department  offered.  An 
account  of  the  society’s  furnishing  depart- 
ment and  how  the  furniture  is  made,  or  of 
its  boot  department  and  how  the  boots  are 
ma nirfnctu rod,  makes  a very  interesting  ad- 
dress in  the  guild-room.  One  furniture 
manager  took  three  orders  from  one  guild 
at  one  of  these  visits.  Such  visits  and  little 
exhibitions  are  most  useful,  and  Guild 
branches  should  try  and  get  their  manage- 
ment committees  to  arrange  them. 

Where  an  exhibition  in  the  guild-room  is 
arranged,  the  meeting  should  be  thrown 
open,  and  other  women  urged  to  come,  too, 
so  that  they  may  be  led  to  join  the  stores. 
These  exhibitions  and  lectures  might  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  visits  to  the  society’s  works. 

One  of  the  difficulties  to-day  is  that  mem- 
bers, having  much  less  money  to  spend  than 
they  have  had,  cannot  afford  to  buy  just 
the  kind  or  the  quantity  of  goods  tlrnt  they 
have  done  in  past  years.  They  have  to 
got  less  good  cuts  of  bacon  and  meat,  rem- 
nants of  material,  perhaps  oddments  of 
hosiery.  They  have  to  buy  in  pennyworths 
instead  of  shillingworths. 


Unemployment ! 

SHALL  THIS 
BE  UNKNOWN? 


Then  Support  . . . 
Co-operative  Productions, 


“Woman’s  Outlook.” 


“ Grows  Better  Each  I*sue,”  writes 
N.  ALuuon  Sessions,  of  the  “ Pacific 
Co-operator”  “Although  • mere 
man,  I find  'Womu'T  Outlook’ 
most  interesting.” 


INCREASING  C.W.S.  TRADE. 

HINTS  FOR  EXPERIMENTS. 

Unemployment  money  has  to  be  used  for 
everything  needed,  and  societies  must  adapt 
themselves  to  these  altered  circumstances, 
so  as  not  to  lose  the  trade  of 'these  mem- 
bers. It  is  hard  for  a woman  who  has  been 
used  to.  getting  the  best  of  everything  to 
advertise  her  poverty  hv  asking  for  inferior 
bacon,  for  a pennyworth  of  tea,  for  shop- 
soiled  or  old-fashioned  clothes.  She  "oes 
somewhere  else,  where  she  can  get  these 
things  without  being 
conspicuous.  If  our 
stores  would  make  up 
peuny  packets,  would 
display  thd  poor  cuts  of 
meat,  and  offer  their 
remnants  and  their  job 
lots  really  cheap  to  mem- 
bers instead  of  selling 
them  off  to  dealers,  as 
some  do,  thev  would 
save  these  members  from 
going  elsewhere.  Every 
society  which  is  not 
already  doing  so  should 
be  urged  to  have  a 
“Remnant  Day”  at  in- 
tervals, wliioh  should  be 
properly  advertised,  so 
that  members  ,who  can- 
not afford  to  buy  the 
best  may  he  given  the 
opportunity  of  - having 
old  stock  cheap,  instead 
of  having  to  go  to  the 
market  for  such  things. 
Guild  members  could 
help  by  making  such 
“ R e m n a n t Days  ” 
and  bringing  in  old  and  new 


known 
customers. 

It  is  very  important,  too,  that  every  guild 
member  should  understand  why  she  ought 
10  ask  for  G.W.S.  goods,  and  it  would  be  a 
good  plan  for  branches  which  have  many 
new  members  to  arrange  to  have  a speaker 
on  the  O.W.S.,  who  would  explain  how 
overyi  member  shares  in  the  surplus  made 
by  the  C.W.S.,  and  describe  the  immense 
number  of  factories,  workshops,  farms, 
depots,  plantations,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  through  which  the  C.W.S.  is  daily 
undermining  the  capitalist  system  and 
building  up  co-operative  trade  instead. 

Then,  every  society  which  has  not  yet 
tried  the  special  brands  of  C.W.S.  goods 
sold  at  fixed  prices,  such  as  “ Unitas  ” 
handkerchiefs  and  “ Wheatsheaf  ’’  hoots 
and  shoes,  should  be  urged  to  stock  these 
and  make  them  well  known  among  the  mem- 
bers. Guild  branches  might  send  iu  resolu- 
tions to  their  management  committees  ask- 
ing them  to  make  these  experiments. 


Members  of  the  Todmorden  Guild  recently 
held  a social  at  which  it  was  mentioned  that 
Mrs.  Fo.rrer  had  opposition  for  h-r  seat  r.s 
a Guardian,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
to  help  to  seoure  her  return  011  the  ground 
that  she  was  quite  capable  of  fulfilling  the 
duties  attached  to  the  office.  That  Mrs. 
Bentley  and  Mrs.  Thompson  were  elected 
without  opposition  gave  great  satisfaction. 


THE  GUARDIANS’  ELECTIONS. 


At  tha  first  meeting  of  the  Milnrow 
Guild,  Mrs.  Greenwood  (Rochdale)  pre- 
sented each  member  with  a copy  of  the 
.Woman’s  Outlook.” 


On  Monday  last  the  Guardians’  elec- 
tions took  place,  and  we  write  before  the 
results  are  made  known.  As  usual,  little 
interest  seemed  to  be  shown,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  uuderstand  why  this  should 
be  so. 

Although  in  1911  the  Minority  Report 
of  the  Poor-Law  urged  that  most  of  the 
people  requiring  relief  should  be  cared 
for  in  other  directions,  this  change  has 
not  yet  been  made.  The  Guardians 
still  have  iu  their  care  the  widow  aud 
her  children,  the  old  people,  the  un- 
employed, and  the  mentally  deficient. 

The  work  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
is  really  more  nearly  concerned  with  the 
live^of  the  workers  than  the  work  of  the 
City  Council  or  Parliament,  yet  when 
the  election  is  over  probably  not  20  per 
cent,  of  the  working  class  men  and 
women  who  are  voters  will  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  record  their  votes. 


Mganwliile,  it  will  be  interesting  to 
learn  what  co-operative  women  have 
been  returned,  and  we  shall  be  glad  if 
guild  secretaries  will  send  the  names  of 
any  successful  candidates,  so  that  we 
can  give  publicity  to  same.  And,  if  we 
may,  we -should  like  to  suggest  that 
during  the  coming  year  one  or  two  nights 
during  next  session  be  set  aside  to  dis- 
cuss the  work  of  Poor-Law  Guardians 
and  how  to  stimulate  interest  in  the 
elections. 


At  a recent  Cowes  Guild  whist  drive  and 
dance  £5  was  raised  for  the  Boot  Fund  for 
the  Children  of  the  Unemployed. 

The  members  of  the  Williugton  Quay  and 
Howden  Guild,  at  a meeting  held  recently, 
presented  their  late  secretary  (Mrs.  M‘N'air) 
with  a dressing-case  iu  recognition  cf  her 
nineteen  years’  service  as  secretary.  The 
Guild  invited  the  society’s  directors.  Mrs. 
Vales  (guild  president  and  the  oldest 
member)  made  the  presentation. 


OUR  PIONEER  WOMAN. 

JOY  AT  MRS.  COTTRELL’S  SUCCESS. 

The  election  of  Councillor  Mrs.  Cottrell 
(of  Birmingham)  to  the  C.W.S.  Board  will 
bring  joy  and  satisfaction  to  tile  heart  cf 
every  Guildswoman,  and  when  the  uev\  ness 
of  tTw  position  has  worn  off  the  men  them- 
selves will  readily  agree  that  they  find  in  a 
.woman  colleague  quite  as  much  help  and 
ability  ns  in  any  of  tlieir  own  sex.  Mrs. 
Cottrell's  ability  has  never  been  questioned, 
rather  has  01:0  heard  from  time  10  time  ot 
her  outstanding  ability  in  work  which  site 
has  undertaken. 

Lam  reminded  of  a time  when  she  was  on 
the  travelling  milk  commission  and  our 
movement  was  meeting  very  great  difficult  ion 
and  nn  arrangement  was  mnoa  for  a number 
of  societies’  representatives  to  meet  Mrs. 
Cottrell  on  tills  matter.  The  president  of  a 
large  society  was  so  impressed  that  ho 
back  saying  lie  could  recommend  that  woman 
to  any  position  in  the  movement  What  &J10 
lias  had  to  meet  then  has  been  moro 
prejudice. 

We  are  proud  of  our  woman  pioneer  in 
business.  We  send  her  there,  not  as  a 
woman  only,  but  as  a cu-dlnector  willing  and 
able  to  fulfil  the  duties  which  she  has  under- 
taken to  the  fullest  extent.  We  know  tint 
in  a short  time  (it  always  takes  time  to 
break  down  prejudice)  we  slui.ll  hon.r  that  the 
woman  d hector  is  one  of  the  best  of  tie.. 

Eleanor  Barton. 


JEALOUSY  HINDERS  PROGRESS 

Mrs.  Cottrell’s  achievement  in  gaining  a 
Seat  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  C.W.S. 
is  something  of  which  wo  women  should  bo 
justly  proud,  and  she  should  r.ot  be  allowed 
to  remain  long  as  the  only  woman  director. 

Meanwhile  her  success  raises  the  point  of 
view  that  the  best  women  in  our  . guilds 
should  always  he  allowed  to  progress  lor  the 
gcod  and  service  of  all. 

In  every  individual  branch  there  are 
always  ono  or  two  women  who  are  endowed 
with  ability.  They  radiate  a strong. person- 
ality. Their  minds  are  quick  iu  grasping 
the  facts  of  the  situation.  They  arc 
“ born  ” leaders,  and  so  shine  above  tlieir 
fellows. 

But,  after  all,  we  are  all  only  human. 
Centuries  of  repression  have  resulted  in  a 
certain  amount  of  narrow-mindedness  which 
makes  it  difficult  for  us  to  conquer  the 
jealousy  whiolrtoo  frequently  arises  when  a 
rank-and-liler  iu  our  movement  begins  to  get 
on. 

Jealousy  Is  ono  ©f  the  greatest  barriers  to 
progress.  If  I can't  go  you  shan't  sort  of 
attitude  is  too  common  to  lie  ignored.  And 
we  little  realise  how  every  time  this  happens 
tfie  movement  suffers. 

The  Guild  is  big.  There  is  rcom  for  every- 
body and  everybody's  talent.  The  depriva- 
tion caused  by  the  keeping  back  of  even  one 
woman  through  the  jealousy  of  another  is  a 
stab  in  the  back  to  the  progress  of  the  whole. 

It  is  our  duty  to  rejoice  with  every  suc- 
cessful woman  who  step  by  step  climbs  the 
ladder,  until  she  reaches  tlie  position  lor 
which  comparatively  few  are  suitable. 

Beatrice  Marshall. 


WOMEN  IN  PUBLIC  LIFE. 

Dear  Madam, — I was  much  interested  to 
read  the  report  on  “Women  in  Public 
Life”  in  the  “Women’s  Pages,”  wherein 
it  was  stated  that  working  women 
are  necessary  to  public  life  because  they 
have  the  faculty  of  discriminating  between 
the  essential  and  unessential.  I should  like 
to  ask  under  whose  auspices  should  co-opera- 
tive working  women  lie  introduced  into  pub- 
lic life.  Two  very  interested  co-operative 
guild  members  were  nominated  as  can- 
didates for  the  present  Poor-Law  Guar- 
dians election  lor  a very  poor,  over- 
crowded district,  and  experienced  great 
difficulty  in  getting  a convenient  committee 
room.  It  was  brought  to  their  notice  that 
the  Plymouth  Co-operative  Society  had  a 
very  convenient  empty  house  in  tlie  ward, 
and  the  two  women  waited  upon  the  man- 
agement committee,  requesting  that  they 
l/e  allowed  to  rent  a room  for  n few  day-. 
After  considering  the  matter  rather  1< ' 
than  three  minutes,  the  women  were  in- 
formed that  tlieir  request  could  not  he  ac- 
ceded to.  as  they  had  been  nominated  by  the 
Labour  Party. — Yours.  &<\, 

S.  M.  Foxworthy. 

2,  Alma-street,  Plymouth.  March  21st. 


WHY  NOT  A HOUSEWIVES’ 

COMPETITION? 

Nkvf.u  before  in  its  history  1ms  the  beau- 
tiful Mitchell  Hall  ossumed  t*,ucll  a dorni-Ha 
air  as  it  did  last  week  when  on  Thursd'‘v 
last  there  was  a bread-baking  competition 
judged  within  its  walls,  in  which  over  four 
hundred  societies  competed.  Every  luaf  bad 
ben  baked  from  C.W.S.  flours,  from  the 
••Sun,”  “Star,”  Hull,  Halifax,  Colue 
Valley,  and  Sowerby  Bridge  Mills. 

It  was  a peculiar  sight  to  see  such  n quan- 
tity of  bread  being  inspected  an  1 commented 
on  by  hundreds  of  men.  and  at  such  a dis- 
play it  seemed  remarkable  to  see  only  three 
women  present. 

But  why  cannot  our  societies  underta*’' 
these  exliibitioiu*.  With  little  expense  a 
society  could  offer  prizes  for  tha  three  oc-t 
hour" wive;.'  loaves  baked  frem  C.W.S.  four- 
Such  a competition  would  create  %re*f 
interest  in  the  district,  and  the  desire  ® 
housewives  to  enter  the  competition  hnju'v 
be  the  means  of  gaining  many  netv  members.^ 
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NO  SALE  FOR  SHODDY  SHOES. 

C.W.S.  CHEAP  LINES  HELP  SOCIETIES'  BOOT  TRADE. 

MOTHERS  AND  MANAGERS  RELATE  THEIR 
EXPERIENCES. 

[By  Oim  Own  Woman  Representative.] 

Shoddy!  How  the  very  word  makes  one  shudder  and  think  furiously  as 
to  what  it  means,  for  shoddy  goods  mean  shoddy  lives  and  a shoddy  civilisation. 

Of  course,  co-operators  will  not  have  anything  that  is  shoddy,  but  some- 
times members  are  driven  outside  their  stores  to  buy  what  proves  to  be  shoddy, 
and  as  much  has  been  said  lately  in  the  capitalistic  press  about  shoddy  shoes, 
and  the  effect  they  have  upon  health,  we  have  made  inquiries  amongst  a few 
Lancashire  women  co-operators  and  store  boot  managers  as  to  whaf  kind  of 
boots  are  bought  and  sold  at  our  stores,  and  everywhere  it  is  the  same—"  No 
sale  for  shoddy  shoes."  One  and  all  state  that  the  C.W.S.  ladies’  shoes  at 
10s.  9d.  and  12s.  6d.  have  come  as  a " God-send,"  and  the  hope  is  expressed 
that  cheap  boots  will  be  forthcoming  for  the  children.  The  little  interviews 
speak  for  themselves. 


A GUINEA  SHOE  FOR 
12s.  6d. 

Are  you  the  lucky  owner  of 
a pair? 


NOT  TO  BE  BEATEN. 
Tbe  " Wbealsheaf  ” all -leather 
10s.  9d.  shoe. 


“ If  any  woman  co-operator  is  forced  into 
toying  shoddy  boots,  then  her  society  is 
failing  in  its  duty.’’  This  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed with  great  emphasis  by  a boot  and 
shoe  buyer  of  one  of  our  largest  Lancashire 
tocieties. 

"Our  society,” 
he  stated,  " in 
conjunction  with 
hundreds  of  others, 
has  not  a shoddy 
boot  in  the  place. 
We  have  no  sale 
for  them.” 

"But,”  I ob- 
served, " every- 
body cannot  afford, 
and  some  do  not 
desire,  to  pay  £1 
for  a pair  of 
shoes.” 

“ That  is  so,” 
replied  this  man- 
ager; "and  before 
the  C.W.S.  pro- 
duced the  10s.  9d. 
and  12s.  6d.  shoes, 

„ many  societies  had 

nothing  to  offer  under  18s.  Gd.,  with  the 
result  that  much  co-operative  trade  was  lost. 
The  ios.  9d.  all  leather  shoe  is  the  best  in- 
Mrument  to  fight  shoddy  shoe  wear  with. 

It  is  a wonderful  bargain  line,  and  has  been 
» impressed  upon  our  members  that  we 
have  been  inundated  with  orders  far  exceed- 
“gour  capacity  to  fulfil. 

By  way  of  increasing  the  hoot  trade  and 
seeping  it  inside  the  movement.  Mrs.  Arun- 
RMfft  on  the  Manchester  and 

Milord  Society  s management  committee  is 
gudi  appreciated,  suggests  that  the 
2J??f  t,ie  va,n°us  districts  should  be  con- 
»!orf  tha."  they  have  been.  "For 
there  i!  r f 16  ?:UcI’  ‘V'r  'vorhmg-olnss  areas 
weir  i !ie  de™aud  for  fashionable  foot- 
i heJV?do'vs  of  the  boot  depart- 
and  en  f ki  1?1 Iled  Wlth  the  two  cheap  lines 
ot  S ’ed  ,rJ  a few  *«*»•  There  is  an- 
011  W ly  we  lose  custom.  If 
it  often \‘l  customer.  desires  is  not  in  stock, 
SHOW  S‘S  f '«"■  o1'-  sev<?n  or  days. 
Corners' ‘®h°f  affa,rs,  ,s,  Irr*tating  to  the 
^»ers  she  remarked. 

“» Si,?16  oth?r.  dny,"  sI‘®  continued, 
nki,E“,  oo'nplained  to  me  tlmt  upon 
■V  Y a . stores  foe  a • Seotcb-fittillg  ' 
»h€n  tl.e  * Msta,lt  did  not  understand,  and 
tW  bad  waf  explained,  replied  that 
S I"?  ? "1  stock-  T,16  result  was,  of 
•Cwe^  l raft  wlnt  elsewhere.  Shoddy 
» lip X Zght- . ?U[.C  W-S-  k«ve  taken 
lines  In  J-lgJ!fc  ,direction  with  their 
»ill  go  ftKl  ad'?,  s),oes-  a,,d  1 hope  they 
^'Iren's  sl  ^ a"d  br,ng  out  chcaP  lines  iii 


THE  C.W.S.  "DERBY.'' 


•feSr'.r'r  a,'S0  wb°«l  b-v  » mother  of 
10s  o#  ,of  eleven  and  twelve.  " While 
,0  me’’  ,* l,oe.s'vdI  Prove  of  great  benefit 

IteL  1 Pile  “ I , . 


Child’s  Cheap  Shoe  Wanted. 


Pairs  ;f  ®r  said  - ™ out  „„„ 

fec,‘  'n  t0  m-T  rh>ldren’s  four  pairs 
*v<rage  for  ,e. months.  I pay  15s.  on  an 

1L*0U1<I  Ire  fir  thi»S 


»5oSd  Kp  i leir  b<?ots-  What  a fine  thing 
Siarn°tl,eus  f °,ur  C WS-  could 

H It  woniH  1 ( s a leather  hoot  for  7s. 
Others,"  d mean  a real  saving  to  me  and 

V'CE'',1''.'0"”  member  Is  In  bed 
dippers  t'fe'  !lu!  les',lt  of  wearing 
,‘b-l.  .ft,™.:  "bat  was  1 to  do?"  she 

Pf  ebildreu  had 
doors  in  ;i‘hI  I have  lieen  out 

A Sfvvlv.,,,  l.  ure  rcally  shoddy  slippers." 
!J‘»»  die  woman  told  us  the  story 

.C“""K  liidi  a member  of  the  stores. 

iult  1 ».i,  "denor  shoes.  with  the 

.d  ’“'to  anfitTI  ,fT  (rom  colds,  and  some 
t,  l:  II  to  „ tor  work-  My  husband 
i>r  » 1,S,  or"  ¥00d' ,*oes-  yoo'U  have 
S i'  <*  "ml  T n i"’'1  b-r  denying  our- 
IV, "1,  Up  eaouob  ‘ le  necessaries  of  life  we 
N«wou1d  r ,,mufy  to  buy  what  we 
> dated  with  ‘ ccol'.v  high-elass  article. 

'St's,  ltd  nPi'  Pp  siloes  were 
C*  **!«  the  L "educed  from  03s.'  A 
i*!«l  the  wS">nfl'0e.iad  he*"  cedueed 
?el  to  jo,  1,,,  lec  they  were  further 
?etl  this  iueclle'  deduced  from  63s. ! 
*"'l  ‘Si"8  " 'til  Prices  I had  lost 

so  disgusted  to  think  of  the 


exorbitant  profits  that  must  have  been  made 
that  I felt  I would  like  to  go  bare-foot  the 
rest  of  my  days.  From  a friend  I heard  of 
the  wonderful  value  the  co-operative  stores 
in  our  neighbourhood  was  offering,  so  1 
joined,  and  have  had  greater  satisfaction 
out  of  my  shoes 
than  ever  before.” 

“ I trust,”  said 
the  manager  of  an- 
other society’s  boot 
department,  “ that 
the  C.W.S.  will 
make  this  fixed 
low-priced  footwear 
a permanent  fea- 
ture not  only  in 
popular  ladies’ 
models,  but  in  chil- 
dren’s as  well.  It 
is  the  best  way 
that  the  depart- 
ment ' has  of  ex- 
tending a helping  

hand  to  poor  mem-  Made  at  Leicester,  half  sizes  id 
bers  ; and  every  Glace  Kid  ; Retail,  23s.  lid. 
society  whose  terms 
are  strictly  cash 

should  Jiave  some  kind  of  coupon  system  at 
a time  like  the  present,  whereby  members 
can  buy  a pair  of  shoes  when  they  have 
saved  so  much  towards  them. 

Apathy  of  Salesmen. 

‘Who  is  the  average . womau  co-opera- 
tor r*  asked  a manager  of  another  society’s 
boot  and  shoe  department,  to  which  lie 
gave  the  answer:  “I  suppose  the  guilds- 
woman  is  suggestive  of  the  type,  and  she  is 
the  one  most  catered  for  just  now  in'  boots 
and  shoes;  but  in  my  opinion  it  is  unwise  to 
leave  the  younger  element  exposed  to  the 
snares  of  shoddy  boots  and  shoes  seen  in  the 
shops  to-day.  My  experience  has  taught  me 
that  the  average  woman  co-operator  is  a 
zealous  advocate  of  C.W.S.  shoes ; the  diffi- 
culty lies  with  the  girl  in  search  of  a high 
heel,  who  comes  into  our  shops  and  views 
rather  disconsolately  what  we  have  to  pro- 
vide. A thing  well  shown  is  half  sold,”  he 
remarked.  “ We  have  proved  that  since 
coming  into  our  new  and  spacious  premises, 
with  modern  showcases  filled  with  a choice 
selection  of  footwear.  We  now  attract  the 
crowds.  Die  special  10s.  9d.  ‘ Wheatsheaf  ’ 
shoe  goes  like  hot  cakes.  I do  not  hesitate 
t°  sny  tliat  when  C.W.S.  shoos  cnmiot  bo 
sold,  the  fault  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  lies 
with  those  in  charge  of  the  boot-  depart- 
ments. Unless  goods  are  pushed,  it  is  un- 
reasonable to  expect  them  to  sell;  and  in 
the  same  way  as  private  traders  appeal  to 
the  public,  so  ought  co-operative  societies 
ioo  much  is  left  to  the  individual  loyally  oi' 
the  members,  and  not  enough  enthusiasm 
shown  by  those  behind  the  counter  ” 

“The  ‘ Wheatsheaf  ’ brand  of  boots  and 
shoes  observed  .-mother  woman  co-operator, 
is  the  best  wear  on  the  market.  I speak 
ns  a widow  with  six  children,  whose  hus- 
band died  during,  the  war.  Though  mv 
menus  are  scanty,  I have  learned  to  shop 
tor  quality,  which  to  me  is  cheapest  Not 
long  ago  I bought  a pair  of  boy's’  boots 
irom  a private  shop^iithe  low  .price  proving 
attractive;  but  after-  a fortnight’s  wear  I 
discovered  the  sole  severed  from  the  rest  of 
the  shoe,  which,  on  closer  examination,  was 
proved  to  have  been  cardboard,  and  had 
completely  shrivelled  away  through  exposure 
to  wet,  I can  assure  you  my  earnings  are 
to.  luv«st  in  fraudulent  bargains 
ot  this  description.”  b ' 

“Our  women  stand  by  C.W.S.  shoes,  but 
I confess  there  is  a growing  demand  in  this 
district  for  a smarter  heel,”  remarked  one 
manageress  “ I am  continually  asked  for 
a Wheatsheaf’  shoe  with  a Louis  heel” 
she  said,  “ and  sometimes  miss  an  order 
through  not  being  able  to  supply.” 

Me  told  this  manageress  that  if  she  would 
refer  to  the  May  number  of  “ Woman’s  Out- 
look she  would  find  that  even  in  this 
respect  the  C.M.S.  could  meet  her  require- 
ments. 

Bacup  Guild  members  had  n lecture 
recently  by  Mrs.  Greenwood  (Rochdale)  on 
' international  Co-operation.”  Mrs.  0>  d«5n 
(president)  occupied  the  chair. 

Officials'  Classes  for  the  Lincoln  District 
were  held  at  Lincoln  recently.  Mrs. 
Unswortli  (sectional  secretary)  'was  the 
teacher. 
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NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


The  new  Seaton  Carew  Guild  has  nine- 
- , a!‘  of  take  the 

retmv  / 0utlo',k'"  Mrs.  Hatton  (sec- 
copied  S CS  roMnd  t,ie  vi*Iage  selling 

Town  V,?cen!  b',:eleclion  for  the  Skipton 

t rtlm?  Il  Spe"ie  <loca>  P*M 

SO?  re?™  (1  ,llgb  unsuccessful  polled 
“ ■ V"’  '-blcb  ,"'as  considered  good, 

imiintt4  , ” m".cb  Prejudice  ih  the  town 

office  1 “eu  sfnndino  for  any  public 

On  the  23rd  ult.  the  Oldham  Guild  held 

£01-1.  . I aniuie  1-  imd.  A sum  of 

at  a whkf  S°  ras,etl  for  tl,e  s»'ue.i„i.d 
rui'  c and  dance  convened  bv  the 
Oldham  Industrial,  Hollhnvoud.  and  Middle- 
ton  Junction  Guilds.  e 

* few  weeks  back  Mrs.  .•.arge  prc8Ki.b 

Pigeon  (secretary  of  the  section)  performed 
the  unfurling  ceremony,  wliilo  Mrs.  Camn- 
district)  also 

An  officials-  class  was  held  in  the  Pol 

flirt'd  i • Te'ltly'  "d*"  Si™ 
aSStMr‘s  “SS’  nrnnpied 
secretary)  was  the  lectufer  Mrs' Pkl'0''al 
dealt  fully  with  the  duties  of  presSs" 
secretaries  and  other  ofEcers  with  the 
proper  method  of  dealing  wiH>  iJ  j..tbe 
and  .amendments,  and  of  flline  inTscbed 
and  voting  „„pers.  W.  S Z 1 ew'S 


FIRST 

WOMAN 

ELECTED. 


Mrs.  Battt  (Rilln- 
mai-sh),  first  woman 
elected  to  the  K il- 
ia marsh  Parish 
Council. 

Progress  Down  West._A  new  Cnild 
branch  lias  been  opened  at  Plninmoor 
lorquay,  of  which  .Mrs.  Langford,  dg’ 
tVinsor-road,  lorquay,  is  secretary,  while 

br‘"cl1  ba5  b0L'"  ielornied 
uitlj  Mrs.  u.ilke.  Fore-street.  Kingst'd<Mi- 
ton,  ns  secretary.  And  last-  but  not  ’on -t  a 
brand)  lias  been  opened  at  Brixhnm,  tli-rty- 
dne  members  enrolling  at  the  last  meeting 
making  a total  of  fifty-four,  quite  a record 
6tart  tor  this  district.  Mrs.  Brown  ff‘> 
Mount  Plea  sail  t-roatl,  Brixham,  is  the  .se<-re- 
tory.  In  February  last  the  Devon  District 
Committee  held  a conference  at  Torquay, 
when  Mrs.  Mndge  (of  Paignton)  read  a paper 
on  ' Co-operative  Education.” 

The  Stapleford  and  Sandiacre  Guild  has 
sent  a resolution  to  the  Prime  Minister,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  their 
M.i  .,  asking  the  Government  to  send 
£3,000,000  to  the  Russian  famine  area  In 
reply  -Air.  Betterton,  t-lie  local  M.P.,’  has 
sent  a letter  to  the  guild  secretary  desiring 
to  meet  her  when  he  visits  Stapleford.  as  he 
is  anxious  to  do  all  he  can  to  help  the 
Russian  children. 


!onaDDDaaarnQDD0DDnnnnnnnn^rinnnnnnnnnnrinr 

THE  QUALITY  LINE. 


SILVER  SEAL 
MARGARINE 

Made  from  the  FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS. 
Specially  refined.  ::  Churned  with  RICH 

CHESHIRE  MILK.  Mixed  with  the  maxi- 
mum quantity  of  BEST  BUTTER  allowed 
by  law.  ::  Manufactured  by  BRITISH 

::  :i  CO-OPERATIVE  LABOUR. 


BETTER  than  BUTTER  of  Inferior 
- Quality. 


□□□□coDDonDmol 


3DoamncDDODnDDnooDDmDnnanQ3DanaaDncioanmca, 


THIS  SKIRT 


costs  only 


8s.  lid, 


It  is  made  at  the 

C.W.S.  Factory 

and  gives  opportunity  for  Societies 
::  to  draw  trade  at  a dull  time.  :: 

It  also  helps  to  maintain  employment 
in  Co-operative  Works, 

Splendidly  made  and 
finished — it  is  full  value. 

ON  SALE  AT  ALL 

CO-OPERATIVE  STORES. 


.TDDCCXSGCCG 
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THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


ApaiL  A. 


CALENDAR. 


APRIL. 

I FrestwicK  Society's  Educational  Department.— 
Week-end  School,  in  the  Guild  Room,  War- 
wick-street,  Pre^twieh.  L*elurers,  Professor 
V.  Hall,  M.A..  and  Miss  M.  Price.  Subject. 
" Co-operation,  Past,  Present,  end-  Future. 

S.  Butchore’  Retail  Association.— Meeting  on  the 

Co-operative  Premises,  Downing-street,  Ard- 
wick.  Manchester,  at  3 p.m. 

„ Midland  Clmral  Association  —Junior  Festival, 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  PeUrborougn,  at 
12  noon,  2 pjn.  nml  6 p.m. 

,,  Northern  Eduontfonal  Association.— Annual 
Mts’linrt,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Sunder: 
land,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion: 
Educational  Activities  of  Sunderland 
Society."  Address  by  Mr.  J.  Summcrsgill. 

, North-Western  Educational  Association  (Old- 
ham Group).— Conference  in  the  Equitable 
Society's  Hall,  Greenacres  Hill,  Oldham,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Intor- 

national  Co-operation.”  Speaker,  Mr.  E. 
Iillis. 

, „ Southern  Section.— Hants  District  Conference, 
at  the  Oddfellows'  Hall,  St.  George'8-strw.-t, 
Winchester,  r.t  2-30  p.m.  Subject  lor  discus- 
sion : " What  Co-operation  Can  Do."  Ad- 
dress bv  Mr.  E.  Parker  (district  committee). 

tho 

ial  Hall,  Balloon-sl reel, 
cheater,  at  2 p.m. 

Women's  Guild.— Mid-Durham  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Edgar  Hall,  Bishop  Auckland, 
at  2-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion : 
" Women  on  Co-operative  und  Other  Public 
Bodies."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Huthom  (Dar- 
lington). 

M.  Educational  Fellowship  (Manchester  Branch).— 
Concluding  Lecture  of  Series  on  Revolu- 
tionary Theories,  at  Holyoake  House,  Man- 
chester, at  7-15  p.m.  Subject:  " Co-opera- 
tion." Lecturer,  Mr.  W.  1‘.  Watkins. 

W.  Women's  Guild.— South-Eastern  Sectional  Con- 
ference, in  V ia-  Assembly  Hall,  99,  "Leman, 
street,  London,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " Unemployment  and  Co -operative 
Trade."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Barton  (assistant- 
secretary  of  tho  Guild). 

S.  Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educational  Asso- 
ciation.—Conference  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  264,  Liscard-road,  Wallasey,  at  3-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Landmarks 
in  the  History  of- Co-oporation."  Address 
by  Mr.  D.  E.  Roberts  (Cefn). 


EPSter  Week-end  Schools  are  being  held 
in  fuur  districts  this  year,  from  April  14th  to 
17th.  Tho  national  gathering  will  bo  held 
at'  Gloucester,  and  tho  three  otliers  are  to  be 
held  as  follows: — Midland  Sect  am.  Trent 
Col'.'jgo,  lA»ng  Baton;  Southern  Section,, 
Cc-lcheotor ; South  - Western  Section, 
Whympstone,  Plymouth. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  V. OR  (ERS-TheN.U.D.A.W. 

“THEM  DaWN”  { 


The  “ Readab'*  ' Trad s Union  ; 
Ltptr.  Publish:  J fortnightlv  g 
(on  fMurdoyi).  Price  2d., 
irom  bren.h  secrelnries.  or  3d. 
rost  free  from  Central  Office — 
"Oelilev,"  Wilmibw  Road. 

FellnwfieU.  .viBULheiter- 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


FISH  DEPARTMENT  MANAGER.— Wanted,  oompe. 

tec  it  MAN  to  manage  and  buy  for  new  Fish  De- 
partment'just  opening;  good  opening  for  man  tho- 
roughly practical  in  oil  departments  of  fish  business. — 
Apply  ut  once,  stating  age,  wage,  and  references  to 
the  Genera]  Manager,  Grays  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
Grays,  E-~ -x. 

MILLINERY. — Wanted,  a smart,  experienced  YOUNG 
LADY  for  Showroom;  .splendid  opportunity  for 
clever  saleswoman. — Apply  by  letter,  stating  full  par- 
ticulars, lo  Pendleton  Co-operative  Industrial  Society. 

Nelson. co-operative  and  industrial  so- 
ciety LTD.— EDl'C'ATfONAL  DEPARTMENT. — 
Hill  End  GueSt  House  and  Holiday  Home,  BrierclilTc, 
near  Burnley.-Wanfed,  a MAN  and  his  WIFE  a*  MAN- 
AGER and  MANAGERESS  of  the  above;  wages  40s. 
■Jper  week  during  six  summer  months,  and  30s.  per 
week  during  six'  winter  months,  togetlM'r  with  house, 
coal,  gas,  rates,  and  food;  wife  must  he  a first-class 
cook,  and  man  would  bo  required  to  look  utter  garden 
and  lawn. — Applications  must,  be  s.-nt  not  later  than 
April  It) tli,  to  J.  Pkocteh,  Nelson  C'o-oporative  and  In- 
dustrial Society  Ltd:,  Educational  Department,  I, 
Cross-street.  Nelson. 

THE  Committee  of  the  Peterborough  Equitable  In- 
dustrial Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  thank  all  ap- 
plicants for  the  position  of  BUTCHERY  MANAGER, 
which  lias  now  been  filled. 

THE  Kidderminster  Society  thanks  all  tho  appli- 
cants fur  I lie  position  of  TAILORING  MANAGER 
and  ( UTTER,  which  position  lias  now  been  filled. 


WANTED.  SPARE-TIME  SECRETARY  (temporary); 

good  references;  only  those  with  knowledge  of 
Co-operative  bookkeeping  need  apply;  list  of  duties  on 
application  to  Secretary.— Apply  personally,  Monday, 
April  10th.  at.  7-30  p.m.,  Cooperative  industrial  Society 
Limited,  Hep  toenail  I 

T|*rORKlNU  MANAGER  Wanted  by  Llttleborough  Co- 
TV  op;rative  Society  to  nionuge  Fish  Department- 
applicants  must  lie  competent  to  nu.nage  both  wet  und 

dried  fish  buxine-ss,  and  have  a knowledge  of  buying 

Applications,  stating  experience,  age,  wages  required, 
&c-,  to  reach  tho  Offices  ol  the  Society  not  later  ifian 
Monday,  April  10th. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

ASSISTANTS.  MANAGERS.  BUYERS,  WARE- 
HOUSEMEN. CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
.John  Tcrxer,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Drlke  House,  Malot-strcet,  London,  W.C.l. 

BAKERS.— Societies  in  nnv  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banvielo,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners,  67,  Sydney-sttcct,  London.  S.W.  


AKER  and  CONFECTIONER;  single;  aged 


B well  up  in  bread,  cakes,  smalls,  icing;  piping ; seeks 
Sit.;  good  refs.— Box  42,  "Co-operative  News,  M/c. 

BAKER  AND  CONFECTIONER.— Reliable,  oil-round 
hand  in  both  branches  of  the  trade;  BAKERY 
FOREMAN  or  go.nl  SECOND;  all  breads,  cakes,  pas- 
tries, fancies,  slabs,  smalls,  icing  and  piping;  ma- 
chinery; draw-plate  or  peel  ovens;  with  good  co-oi<era- 
tive  references;  life  experience. — " G.  F.  I.,"  32,  Creii- 
fell-road,  Maidenhead.  

17! ARM  BAILIFF,  inarn-d.  ee.-ks  RE-ENGAGEMENT; 

. thoroughly  practical  funner;  all  kinds  of  farm 
stock,  pedigree  milking  shorthorns,  milk  recording, 
buying,  selling,  accounts;  wito  poultry ; go.nl  refer- 
cnces;  leaving  through  herd  being  sold;  present  ac- 
count books  can  be  seen. — Apply,  F.  THOMASON, 
Bailifl’s  House.  Westwood  Park,  Uroit.yioh. 


IADY  seeks  SITUATION  in  Bakery  and  Conlec- 
tionery ; branch  or  department ; able  to  tako 
control;  disengaged.— " S.,"  1.  Chiltem  View-terrace, 
Cowlyy-road,  Uxbridge,  ^Middlesex. 


MANAGER.;  lifelong  cooperative  experience;  aged 
40;  grocery  and  provision  ex[>ert ; nil-round 
knowledge  of  co-operative  business;  10  years  with  Strat- 
ford Society  (London);  buying  experience. — “J-  B.." 
42,  Highbury  Gardens.  Seven  Kings,  Essex. 

WANTED,  Situation  bv  ^ell-experienced  MAN  ns 
MANAGER-  or  MANAGING-SECRETARY 
small  society;  splendid  Icstiinonials;  borne  counties 
preferred;  at  liberty  one  week  from  appointment;  in- 
quiries solicited.—  Address  " Midlunder,"  " Co-opOra- 
tive  Nows'"  Oflloe,  Manchester. 


WANTED,  Post  as  ORGANISER  and  WELFARE 
WORKER;  aged  33;  married;  experience  10 
years  os  social  worker;  capable  supervisor  and  clerical 
worker. — Address,  I’otteii,  Box  73,  " Co-operative 

News,"  Manchester.  


MISCELLANEOUS. 


TMTINDY  NOOK  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LTD  — 
v * Wanted,  SECRETARY;  must  bo  a qualified  ac- 
countant, experienced  in  co-operative  bookkeeping; 
to  lake  charge  of  staff,  and  .me  with  knowledge  of 
shorthand  preferred;  wages  as  ror  N.U.C.O.  operating 
In  Northern  Section,  and  based  cm  sales;  business 
d>m<>  aixmt  £160,000  per  annum. —Application  by  letter 
on  or  before  April  15th,  stating  age,  exponent*,  and 
oonl—,  of  recent  testimonials,  to  Secrdta»,  ad- 

el.yjvet  Ui nil v p t l.  . , 


RANTED,  experienced  ASSISTANT,  male  or  fe- 
male, Grocery  and  Trov boons.— State  wages. 

Mm-heail  p»-operuivs  Society,  Soni. 


drcsA,  Chapel-street,  Windy  Nuok.  Gatydieod 

\\ 

&C-.  So 

V\/- ANTED,  n LADY  ASSISTANT  for. Drapery  LW 
T V pnrtment;  must  amort  and  qualified  -to  serve 
limiugh ; ago  25  to  30. -Apply,  .staling,  experience, 
wage  required,  with  copies  of  testimonials  or  refer - 
eoc«^to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  'Addlestorie, -Surrey. 

WT" A NT  ED,  competent  and  energetic  MAN  to  man- 
▼ v age  Bakery ; must  be  good  bread-maker  and 
well  up  In  gmnlls  and  confectionery;  trade,  13  svtj 
per  week,  wbtcb  can  be  'oobsh^-nibly  inrireoKd;  p.v\l 
V'ont  "Tough-mixers.— Application*,  endorsed 

Baker."  stating  ngc,  experience,  and  wages  required, 
to  be  received  by  Wednesday,  April  12tfa,  Industrial 
Cooperative  Society,  Ifigbam  Ferrers,  Xorthaat*. 


A HIGH-CLASS  BANKER'S  ROLL  DESK,  5ft.  by 
3ft.,  replica  ol  presentation  desk,  to  bo  i*nu 
cheap.  We  also  supply  all  kinds  of  OFFICE  SUl - 
LIES.— Send  your  inquiries.  The  Midland  Woodworkers, 
Bristol  street,  Birmingham. 

ATTRACTIVE  ADVERTISING  nd  lil>  at  Minimum 
Cost-;  Correct  Display  Lettering,  Method,  and 
patterns,  2s.  9d.;  Busin— s Outfit,  Letters,  Figures, 
Prepared  Wordings,  100  Tinted  Slips,  complete  with 
cxia-rt  inftrueliem  5-.  6d.  post  free.— Conway  Sign 

Service,  Wrayebury,  Bucks. ’ 

DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  Hiing, 
famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Pri/.c.  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  protluced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  indus- 
trial Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street.  Exeter. 

FOR  SALE,  practically  new,  BUTCHER'S  CART, 
ROLLEY,  HARNESS;  purchase  ol  motor  r.-.cson 
for  selling- — Apply*  St.anltoiie  Co-opcrativo  Society, 
Front-street,  Stanhope.  Co.  Durham. 

FOR  SALE.  AUTO  KNITTING  MACHINE  in  perfect 
condition;  £7  or  oiler.— Mrs.  MaSO.v,  145,  Barrow- 
nwid,  Sixirkliill,  Birmingham. 

FOR  SALE,  -30-cwt.  " Unitas  " MOTOR  LURRY,  re- 
cently purdtosed  from  the  S.C'.W.S.  Ltd.;  now 
surplus  to  our  requirements;  looks  like  new,  and  in 
r«fe0las3  order  throughout;  a bargain  ; £200.-Apply 
t>>  M'Fapyen  Brothers,  lid.  Great  I\ ellington-street, 
Gkisgow. 

FOR  SALE,  Gardiner's  " Simplex  " SAUSAGE 
MACHINE;  equal  to  new.— Also  a Collins  ONE- 
SACK  DOUGH-MIXER;  for  hand  or  power;  never  been 
used. — Full  particulars  from  the  Cener.il  Slanagi  r,  Lb- 
operative  Society,  Radstock.  

I TREE.— POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
address;  also  particulars  ol  money  making  spare- 
ti  i - agency.— E.  RlcmnSnn.  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 
NE  Hunt's  DOUBLEDECK  OVEN  fm  SALE;  10ft. 
bv  6ft.;  bottom  oven,  dmwplulo;  top  oven,  i>cc-l. 
Also  ONE-SACK  DOUGH-MIXER,  with  flour  elevator 
and  tempering  tank.— For  particulars,  apply,  Derby 
Co-operative.  Society,  Albert-street,  Derby. 


Ck  / COMPLETE. — PAPER  LETTER  CUTTING  SYS- 

Zl~  TEM.— ' " Prime"  (Dept,  B-).  27,  Clureudon- 
roitd.  Blackpool. 


WORKING  A 44-110URS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1987. 

T.  II.  TONOE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton, 
■vr-wy  \NTED,  two  copies  " CO-OPERATIVE  SECRE- 
CY ‘ TARY*."— Price,  Box  74,  " Co-op.  News,"  M/c. 

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
’ at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co  operative  Society's 
Restaurant.  _.  . . 

Quality  is  Right.  Prices  are  Right, 

Note  the  Address  : ALBION  STREET. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  It  Hibbsrd,  66,  Great  Preseot-t-street.  London,  E 1. 

A SHOW  WJTH  A BIO  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER'S  •'  MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 
a success.  A show  built  to  please.  Reper- 
toire pro.;  terms  mod.— 15.  Warwick-street,  Uulme, 
Manchester.— Tel.  1163  Central.  


EASTERTIDE  ARRANGEMENTS. 

All  Co-operators  are  invited  to  attend  the 
I2lh  EASTER  WEEK-END  for  CO-OPERATORS, 
to  be  hold  at  GLOUCESTER,  from  Thnrsday,  April  13th.  to 
Monday,  April  17ih,  '922.  Week-end  Bookings  will  bo 
made  by  Hallway  Companies. 

Copies  of  the  Programme  (illustrated)  can  be  ob- 
tained on  application,  from  Mr.  O.  E.  Wood,  Secretary, 
Education  Department,  Co-operative  Union  Limited, 
Holyoake  House,  Hanover  Street.  Manchester. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society  Limited. 


ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS 

(LONDON  BRANCH). 


The  Committee  of  the  Southampton  Society  have 
nominated  their  Secretary, 

MR.  W.  R.  OLNEY, 

and  invite  the  support  of  all  Shareholders  in  (his 
Election,  ihero  being  a Clear  Vacancy. 


C.W.S.  BOARD  ELECTION. 


A CO-OPERATIVE  UNIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIP. 

Present  Value  about  £125  per  annum. 

THE  NEXT  EXAMINATION 

for  the  Hnghea'  Scholarship,  tenable  for 
three  years  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  will 
be  held  in  May. 

Candidates  (males  only)  mas*  be  between  the  ages 
of  16  and  21.  Fall  pariicalars  of  these  scholarships 
can  bo  obtained  from  Mr.  C.  R.  Waod.  .secretary, 
Education  Depariman*.  Co-operative  Union  Limited, 
Holyoake  House,  Hanover  Street,  Manchester. 

THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 

are  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  la  proved 
by  tho  Increasai  Repeat  Orders  that  are 
coming  In.  If  yon  have  not  got  a Cata- 
logue, please  write  for  one. 
Manufacturers  and  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances for  "Excalda"  Chech  System, 
that  has  proved  aaccessfnl  at  Barnsley. 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT. 


The  Ten  Acres  and  Stirchley  Co-operative  Society 
wishes  to  thank  the  shareholding  societies  for 
electing  its  candidate, 

MRS.  COTTRELL, 

: TO  THE  C.W.S.  BOARD.  : 

Mrs.  COTTRELL  also  wishes  to  acknowledge 
the  many  congratulatory  messages  she  has  received 
from  the  members  of  the  Co-operative  Movement. 


Co^operativi 

Printing 

Society 

Election. 

The  Committee 

Hyde  Equity, 

Co-operative 

Society 

beg  to  ink  for 

▼oto  nuj 

behalf  of  Ibeirnwci^ 
— Councillor  01 


WILLIAM  ARDERN,  J.F. 


lEx-Proidcnt  of  the  Society', 
for  the  Board  of  the  Uo-opornti  vo  Prlotun;  S xMcti  i . 
believing  him  to  be  n thoroughly  qualified  and  aati.i' 
candidate  for  that  position. 

His  business  ability,  ns  well  as  his  apeclsl  kuo*l  t 
of  the  trade,  will  make  him  an  acquisition  tothoKu,',' 

Counci  lor  Ardorn  is  a practical  prluter  nod  , 
secretory  of  the  Hyde  and  Deuton  Branch  ol  n. 
Typographical  Association  ; ho  is  also  l*rc«ldciuK(  u! 
Hyde,  Denton,  and  District  Trades  and  Labour  Coarni 
and  a metnbor  of  tho  Hyde  Borough  Kdiu'aiionfVm, 
mlttee. 

In  the  three  Insb  olectlous  ho  was  tho  hlrl..  i 
unsuccessful  candidate. 

Wo  bavo  every  confidence  In  recommending 
clllor  Ardern  for  your  suffrage,  aud  ahull  caieom  r" 
favour  to  hear  from  you. 

p.p.  Tho  Commltteo  of  Management, 

11013 KRT  KOBE,  -u'eretorj 


GETTING  the 


BEST  £ 


Unless  the  L.D.W-  are  doing  your  work. 


LEICESTER  DYE  WORKS. 

Tfcl.  196S.  Cardigan  St..  LEICESTER. 


National  Co-operative 
Managers’  Association’s 
Executive 

Urge  all  members  of  the 
Association  to  conduct 
their  business  transactions 
in  their  own  offices, 
or  in  the  offices  or  estab- 
lishments of  the  firms 
with  whom  they  do 
business,  and  decline 
to  do  business  in  the 
streets. 

C.  W.  SwiNCLER,  President. 

W.  J.  Whitney,  Secretary. 


CO-OPERATIVE 

MAKE. 

/#/ 

<8 

Sold  by  all 
Co-operative 

/ 4 

k / 

Societies 

/ Ab 

**  J * 

« 

/ 

Don’t  Farget  to  y 
Ask  For  / 

j 

V / 

/ Ladies' 

This  / 

Brand.  / 

■JY  / 

f Ctnts' 

+ /< 

V 

HOSIERY 

/A 

1 

AND 

/UNDERWEAR. 

< 

Manufactured  by  tho 

WIGST0K  HOSIERS  Ltd., 

/ / 

Wig t ton  (Co- operative 
Productive  Society/. 

Stockport  Cj-eptnlirt 
Society  Limited, 

Election  ol 
Directors: 
Co-operative 
Printing 
Society  Ltd. 

RanchcitcrDiUriA 

Reserve  One  Vote  l( 


"I 

The  Nominee  of  the  Stock;  ort  Society. 

Mr.  Buttehvorth  lias  been  a member  of  our 
Management  Committee  for  some  years.  !!< 
has  twenty  years  of  practical  CV»  optrativi 
experience  to  his  credit,  and  at  tho  preset 
time  he  holds  the  position  of  Assisi  nut  Aew? 
Manager  to  theUo-operativelnsoYonuo.Soci*1’'- 

VOTE  for  BUTTERWORTH, 

who  has  a Co-operative  Conscience,  and  lb 
enorgy  and  ability  to  serve  yon 


Co-operative  Printing  Society  Ltd. 
ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS 

The  Prestwich  Co-operntivr  & Industrial  Socl.l.  W* 
have  nominated 

Mr.  R.  H.  WMttallt 

(Member  of  the  Board  of  Management  fur  ^ 
past  ten  years)  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
the  death  our  late  representative. 
Oswald  Lees. 

We  solicit  your  Vole  on  the  following 
grounds : — 

We  are  one  of  the  Oldest  Shareholders. 
Our  nominee,  the  late  Mr.  Osfiul'l  ^ 
faithfully  served  you  for  411  years, 

Our  Mr.  Whittaker  is  a worthy  hikc 
our  late  representative,  and  P“‘  . 

abUivy,  experience,  and  sound  JBdgro  1 
It  is  to  your  interest  to  support  eontin 
of  Good  and  Efficient  Service. 

Th.n  Reserve  0ns  VtU  for  R.  H.  WHIITAKEI 
jj.jk  The  Board  of  Management, 

James  Howland,  Central  8* 


CO-OPERATIVE  PRINTING  SOCIETY 
ELECTION. 


The  Mosuley  Imlaitr  al  Co  oper  ttlvo 
desire  tu  reuuri  I sti  rehotdar*  fiat  :hcir  i 


FRANKLIN  LAWTON. 

m real  lire  and  «£***£ ell*****  ** 
meat,  with  oter  twemy-nv*  7J+f. 

a cooperiL’e  pbjcjs  - 

H£  IS  V0BTB  YOOB  voTt 

C.  B.  S'  ' 


t $.  192: 
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Aids 

Digestion. 

Eat  plenty  of  H.QVIS  Bread-and- 
Butter  and  you  can  forget 
digestive  troubles. 

H 6M I S 


Flour  has  a generous  admixture 
of  the  nitrogenous  element  of 
wheat  which  builds  up  the  frame, 
repairs  tissue-waste,  and  helps 
the  digestion  of  starch— so 
often  the  cause  of  poor  digestion. 


That  is  why  HO  VIS  is  so  much  better  than 
ordinary  brown  or  white  bread. 


VOCR  MAKER  BAKES  IT. 


If  you 
want 


OLID 
TYLISH 
EliVICEABLE  , 
HOFS  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


HOLME  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

TFLE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  yoilr  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The'Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


T.H.  TONGE 


“ X.L."  " Eccles,"  " Climax,”  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 

118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyue ; 

■ Tiidor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  ' The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Rd.,  London,  W.l. 


b tlic  BOO<5  for 

•,  w Boysw  ,T 

l StiiMT : Reliable  J 

y • BestVvlue  : L 

by  the  U 

Crompton.  Boor  AivuifixT?^ 

LI  ^ Oiks  , 


“Che  ideal 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  - 


CAKE  MIXERS. 

BAKER-PERKINS  equipment  is  BEST : 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH; 

. Telephone  : PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegrams  ; PIONEERS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

»OTON”!lS,nS^Alw°i!,SE’  K,N“S™-  L0ND™-  W-C'2.  W„b:  WILLE5DEN 
N™N-  LONDON.  N.W.  10.  „d  PETERBOROUGH,  B,.„hrai  70,  WELLINGTON 
STREET.  GLASGOW;  72,  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


B 0 ■ ■ ■ ■ — Tsfie  Reliable  Jiome  £Dyes.  — 

drummer 


dyes 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 
bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES,  BOLTON. 


Makers  of  Edges’  "^ollg  SBhie"  <§■  "S)oUg  Cream.' 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Alovement, 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys*  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixlurc 
Umon  Cued,  Table  Jellies. 

Ptrjcd  m Qujhty.  ; ; : ; Moderate  fa  p,fa. 

MANUFACTURDD  BV 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works.  Droytsdon. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-opera(ors  8* 
. Trade  Unionists 

t i tonsk  at  theft  Stores  Tor 

Self-Help”  Boots  & Shoes. 

Tr^Je  Union  Stap.d.  S.M,r.Mib„  0o„a,iCfcd 

Wori»  - DABTfobd  HOjd  LUCESr^p 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Sjcltt,  Ltd.,  Park  Hills.  Lttk,  Staffordshire 

fS"/ SS,?' Boot-Co.l,,.- 

Bool  Loop,,  stir.  Belting,  and  inf,'1  „ 

En£li!h  - Scottish  Wholesale  Sodnu""1’ 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Societu 

Makers  of  tbo  L(d  3 

Equity  Brand  o{  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

Tho  Daintiest  and  Most 
...  _ wp-to-rato  Footwear. 

ill  Good.  Stamped  wl|  tho  Trade  Union  Sta-np 

EQUITY  WORKS,  w«ton„  Road, 

„ , - . * Leicester, 

Branch  V ..choose : 8.  With,.  Grore.  Unchcter. 


Thomson’s  t,r«l7  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  Ihrough  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hnalcy  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Crandrelles.  Flannelett*. 
Silcsms,  Linenettcs,  Lustres.  & SilktUen  Lining, : 
also  oi  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.OPillar.  Tel. : National,  Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Oflicc  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHF.TH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  tlic  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station.  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Croodet 
Billiards.  Near  Id  lienyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Re-d") 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths 
Shirtings,  Skirtings.  Serges,  Tweeds 
-Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

C““  be  bad  „ CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLV 
rlcase  aik  f^r  them. 


M 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well  -known 
CO -OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

and 

RIGHT  ‘LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

" I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


* **»***»*»»  ###$»»#######  %%%*$  % 

* 

* 

* 


STILL  SHINING. 


4* 

Ve 

* 

* 

4* 

4fr 

4fr 

4* 

# 
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£>on't~for&et ffte  Sf\ii\e! 
\f  ns  Leather.  PELAW  POLISH 


HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO. 

“Jennie”  is  the  Brand. 

HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO. 


I 

® 

e Ask  at 
> Your  Store 
for 


-®~®-®»  ®-®~®- 


©2 PS©  CoCOa 


“The 

Cocoa  with 
a Charm." 


AND  GET  INTO  THE  COUPON  COLLECTING  HABIT. 


| Coupons  Leading  to  Free  Boxes  of  Chocolate  are  included  with  the  Coso  Cocoa. 


G®-©^©- 


*-®— ®-®- 


Printed  And  Published  by  the  Nuiovu.  Co-o?t?.»iiv*  pcMisaixo  stum  Limit  to,  m their  Offices,  Is/ng  S£ill^»t«,  Uiadieiur.— Satuw.iy,  April  * J,  1S2. 


Arnit.  ?.  1022 

Ask  your  Store  Manager  to  obtain 
particulars  of  the 

FEDERATION  MOTOR  CYCLE 

Fitted  with  2J-h.p.  J.A.P.  Engine. 


cws 

CYCLES 

ARE  RELIABLE  FOR  THE 
PLEASURE  and  BUSINESS 
OF  THE  ROAD. 


Can  be  ordered  through  the 
Stores.  Machines  can  be  seen 
by  members  who  want  a 

Co-operative 

Cycle.  Ask  the  Manager 

to  get  a catalogue,  and  he  can 
then  secure  prompt  delivery. 

Cent’s  Federal  £6  17  6 

Lady’s  Federal  7 10  0 

Gent’s  Federation  10  0 0 

Lady’s  Federation  10  10  0 

Cent’s  All-Black 11  10  0 

Lady’s  or  Gent's 

Royal  Federation 14  0 0 

Federation  Juvenile:  Boy’s...  6 17  6 

Girl’s...  7 10  0 

The  Federation 
Motor  Cycle 

IS  A REAL  RECORD-MAKER. 

Write  to  C.W.S.  Motor  Cycle  Works, 
Tyseley,  Birmingham,  For  a catalogue 

of  this  reliable  Motor  Cycle,  with  the 

1 1 J.A.P.  engine. 


logue 
h the  O 

-n— -■ 


1 ASK  AT  YOUR  STORE  FOR  THESE  FAVOURITE  BRANDS  OF  BUTTER.  = 


BRISLINGTON 

BUTTER 


SPECIAL  BRANDS. 

“AVONDALE” 
“DAISYMEAD  ” 
“MAYFLOWER” 
“ FRIARY  ” 


CO  OPERATIVE  TEA  IS 


"Filling  the 'Nations  Teapot 


pmm 


' c.w.s. 

JAM 

IS 

THE  JAM 


For  Cc- operators. 

Always  ask  for 
C.W.S.  JAM. 


Co-o?zainvB  News,  axd  JotnmL  or  Associated  Industry,  April  15th.  1922. 

HOW  TO  STIMULATE  THE  NATION’S  TRADE. — See  pasje  5. 


No.  2,655.  No.  155.  New  Series. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  April  15,  1922. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  ALLIANCE. 

CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  MEET  AT  MILAN. 

THE  MOVEMENT  AND  GENOA:  CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE  BETWEEN 

# NATIONS  : RUSSIA'S  PLACE  IN  THE 


fHre  you  re-papering  your  rooms  ? 

□ 

If  so,  get  a packet  of 


C.W.S.  SUPERIOR 
CONCENTRATED 


MANUFACTURED  AND  PREPARED  AT  THE 
C.W.S.  GLUE 
WORKS,  PONTEFRACT. 

□ 

This  Concentrated  Size  is  m»Je  o(  fine  and  purs 
materials,  and  by  its  use  a areal  savin  a -»  effected  in 
both  time  end  labour. 

Managers  ol  Co-ope'ative  Building  and  Works  Depart- 
ments. and  indivtdual  members,  should  ask  at  their 
own  Stores  lor 

C.W.S.  SIZE 

PURE.  SUPERIOR.  CONCENTRATED. 


SOAP  OF  THE  C.W.S.  M£KE 
13 

PURE  in  QUALITY 

and  an  Economical  Cleanser 
for  Household  Purposes. 


C.W.S.  TOILET  SOAPS. 

WONDERFUL  VALUE. 

C.W.S.  Tablets— Glycerine  and 
Cucumber,  Oatmeal,  Parma 
Violet,  Brown  Windsor, 
Glycerine  and  Oatmeal,  White 
Rose,  Wallflower,  Cold  Cream, 
&c.,  &c. 


Ask  f0T  these  at  your  Store — these  Soaps 
are  made  for  Co-operafors. 


"LOOK  AFTER  THE  PENCE  AND  THE 
POUNDS  WILL  LOOK  AFTER  THEMSELVES  ” 
There  is  no  denying  the  truthjulness  of  this 
°dage,  hutunlttspractisediri  therightwaylhe 
progress  is  slow  and  sometimes  discouraging 


Milan  the  Grand,  Italy’s  second  city  in 
point  of  sizer,  has  been  the  venue  this  week 
of  a meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance. 

The  city,  splendid  in  its  magnificent  build- 
ings and  in  some  of  its  principal  streets  and 
squares,  has  an  excellent  record  in  co-opera- 
tive history,  and  some  of  its  co-operative 
buildings  have  no  doubt  amazed  some  of 
the  members  of  the  International  Committee 
who  have  visited  Milan  for  the  first  time. 
The  “Co-operative  News”  is  specially  re- 
presented at  the  meeting,  and  we  hope  to 
publish  a report  of  the  proceedings  next 
week. 

Italian  Hospitality. 

Delegates  who  attended  the  International 
Congress  at  Cremona,  were  for  several  days 
the  guests  of  the  municipality  and  co-opera- 
tive organisations -of  Milan.'  This  week’s 
programme  shows  that,  Italian  hospitality 
has  not  diminished.  A municipal  reoeption 
was  arranged  to  take  place  at  the  historic 
Palazzo  Sforzesco  on  -Sunday  evening.  The 
Mayor  of  Milan  consented  to  deliver  ah  in- 
augural address  on  Monday  morning  at  the 
Palazzo  Marino,  the  Town  Hall.  A perform- 
ance was  arranged  for  Monday  evening  at 
the  People’s  Theatre,  at  which  addresses 
were  to  bo  delivered  by  the  foreign  dele- 
gates. At  the  close  of  Tuesday's  business 
session  the  visitors  were  to  bo  taken  for  an 
excursion  on  Lake  Como  (which  is  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Milan),  and  municipal  recep- 
tions were  to  be  accorded  to  them  at  Como 
and  at  Bellagio.  Time  was  arranged,  for 
visits  to  the  co-operative  institutions  at 
Milan  on  Wednesday,  and  a further  recep- 
tion was  promised  on  Thursday  at  the  Inter- 
national Fair  by  the  executive  of  the  fair. 

Tho  Business  Programme. 

The  business  programme,  notwithstand- 
ing these  pleasures,  was  of  very  considerable 
importance. 

Financial  matters,  including  the  result  of 
the  special  financial  appeal,  the  I.C.A.  bal- 
ance sheet  for  1921,  and  the  budget  for  1922, 
were  to  take  first  place  in  the  discussions. 
The  official  report  of  the  deputation  to 
Russia  was  to  be  submitted.  A report  on 
the  conference  held  at  Brussels  on  “ Inter- 
national Co-operative  Banking,”  together" 
with  a second  report- on  the  whole  subject 
by  M.  Gaston  Levy  (France),  and  the  second 
annual  report  of  tho  International  Trading 
Committee  were  expected  to  give  rise  to  a 
useful  discussion  of  the  possibilities  in  both 
directions.  1 

The  question  of  co-operative  representa- 
tion at  the  Genoa  Conference,  which  is  now 
proceeding,  was  down  for  discussion,  and 
the  meeting  was  also  to  consider  the  formu- 
lation of  co-operative  demands  to  the  con- 
ference. 

Among  the  subjects  upon  which  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  were  commissioned  to 
prepare  special  reports  for  consideration 
were  “ Propaganda”  (with  special  reference 
to  a “ Cooperative  Day  ” throughout  the 
world)  and  “ Organisation  of  Technical 


Study,”  the  former  entrusted  to  the  Presi- 
dent (M.  Goedhart),  and  the  latter  to  M. 
Poisson.  Reports  from  the  central  organisa- 
tions in  the  -various  countries  regarding 
“ The  Policy  of  International  Co-operation.” 
and  on  the  subject  of  the  testimonial  to  Sir 
William  Maxwell,  and  reports  from  the  exe- 
cutive with  regard  to  matters  arising  out  of 
Basle  Congress  resolutions,  for  example 
Polish  action  in  Eastern  Galicia,  Hungarian 
action  against  the  General  Consumers’  So- 
ciety in  Budapest,  and  the  Russian  and 
Georgia  famine  appeal  were  also  down  for 
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consideration,  as  well  as  “ The  Bulletin  ” 
and  other  matters  of  importance  not  speci- 
fied on  the  agenda. 

INTERNATIONAL  TRADING 

REPORT. 

Thk  report  to  the  I.C.A.  submitted  at 
Milan  by  the  International  Wholesales' 
Committee  was  of  considerable  interest. 

The  trading  conditions  of  the  world,  and 
of  Europe  in  particular,  have  not  improved 
since  the  last  report  was  submitted,  and, 
the  committee  state,  these  conditions  made 
more  difficult  tho  development  of  inter- 
national co-operative  trade.  There  had 
been  considerable  correspondence  betw-een 
the  committee  and  most  of  the  countries  of 
Europe,  but  quality,  price,  or  term*  of  pay- 
ment had  ultimately  prevented  business 
l>eing  transacted  to  any  considerable  extent. 
“Co-operative  trade  oannob  be  done  on  senti- 
ment, and  any  goods  purchased  must  com- 
pare favourably  with  similar  goods  obtained 
through  other  channels.” 

Credit  and  Currency. 

Big  credits  and  long  credits  are  an  appa- 
rent necessity  in  some  of  the  countries  con- 
cerned ; and  no  Wholesale  Society  has  a sur- 
plus of  funds  over  and  above  it9  own  Imme- 
diate requirements  for  such  a purpose. 

The  committee  have  endeavoured  to  in- 


WORLD. 


tere3t  the  various  societies  in  the  " Ter 
meulen  ” system  of  international  credits, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  formed  the  safest 
and- the  best  means  of  assisting  trade;  but 
they  have  had  no  response 

In  respect  to  the  possibility  and  useful- 
ness of  an  international  co-operative  clear- 
ing house,  or  an  international  co-operativo 
hank  to  balance  accounts  of  trade  moving, 
tho  committee  submit  figures  relating  to 
1921,  which  show  “ how  impossible  it  would 
be  to  balance  accounts  co-operatively.”  A 
closer  approach  to  parity  of  exchange  will 
be  necessary  before  any  such  method  can 
be  suggested  or  expected. 

The  report  proceeds:  “We  contemplate 
by  agreement  to  establish  ourselves  as  nu 
International  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  in  the  near  future.  Owing  to  the 
chaotic  conditions  of  the  world's  finances 
generally,  of  course,  no  capital  will  be  ap- 
plied for  at  the  present  time,  and  we  will, 
therefore,  have  to  associate  ourselves  by  sub- 
scription to  cover  the  necossary  expenses 
lor  developing  international  trado.” 

Russia. 

In  view  of  the  growing  importance  of 
Russia  iu  international  nmttVs  and  the 
position  this  country  will  assume  iu  connec- 
tion with  tho  rehabilitation  of  Europe 
generally,  the  committee  arc  keeping  iu 
close  touch  with  the  Russian  Organisation  in 
London,  and  they  suggest  that  the  sub- 
committee be  increased  by  one  member  so 
as  to  include  one  of  their  representatives  to 
tako  part  iu  the  deliberation:;  on  inter- 
national Lrnde, 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  are  con- 
finned  in  their  opinion  that  the  development 
of  tho  international  trading  movement  will 
be  a tilow  process,  and  the  idea  of  tho  co- 
operative movement  providing  a means 
internationally  of  re-establishing  business 
from  the  effects  of  the  war  and  general 
world  conditions  is  not  to  be  expected.  *’  The 
co-operative  movement  is  as  yet  a part  of 
the  economic  system  of  each  country  and  the 
re-establishment  of  business  from  its  present 
deplorable  state  is  one  which  only  Govern- 
ments can  undertake  with  any  hope  of  satis- 
faction and  success.” 

Actual  Trade. 

An  appendix  to  the  above  report  shows 
that  in  1921  the  C.W.S.  sold  goods  to  co- 
operative societies  in  twenty-three  coun- 
tries; and  purchased  goodp  from  the 
Belgian  Wholesale  Society ; the  German 
Wholesale  did  trade  with  co-operators  in 
nine  countries  to  the  extent  of  7l  million 
marks  and  purchased  goods  from  the  Swiss 
Wholesale.  'Hie  Belgian  Wholesale  traded 
with  co-operative  institutions  iri  four  coun- 
tries, its  trade  being  purchases  chiefly.  The 
French  Wholesale’s  international  co-opera- 
tive trade  was  done  with  Belgium,  England, 
and  Switzerland.  The  S. C.W.S.  sold  goods 
to  the  co-operators  of  Ireland,  and  pur- 
chased from  Australian;  Belgian,  Danish, 
and  other  overseas  co-operative  federation*. 
The  Swiss  Union  had  co-operative  exchanges 
with  Belgium,  England.  France,  Germany, 
Czechoslovakia,  and  Hollaed.  _ 
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THE  MESSAGE  OF  TRIUMPH. 

EASTER’S  BREATH  ON  THE  WORLD’S 
DRY  BONES. 

B^Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  B.A, 


Easter  comes  to  us  with  a shout — a shout  < 
of  the  triumph  of  life.  We  are  told  that  in 
the  times  of  old  there  came  the  day  of  great 
excitement  because  the  cry  went  forth, 

“ 7/e  is  risen."  It  was  the  excitement  of 
life ; for  dullness  belongs  to  death. 

The  Easter  of  nature  is  full  of  the  same 
glad  excitement.  Thero  is  an  excitement  in 
the  increasing  glow  of  the  sun,  an  excitement 
in  the  cry  of  the  birds,  an  excitement  in  the 
bursting  hedgerows.  It  is  the  excitement 
of  the  triumph  of  life.  We  need  the  excite- 
ment that  will  awaken  the  world  to  a moral 
and  spiritual  enthusiasm  and  send  us  to  our 
tasks  in  the  faith  that  “ somehow  good  shall 
be  the  final  goal  of  ill.” 

There  have  never  been  days  in  which 
Easter  came  more  laden  with  significance 
than  the  days  that  are  ours.  We  co-operators 
need  its  message,  the  whole  world  needs  its 
message.  It  is  a message  handed  down  to 
us  and  which  we  inherit  from  the  countless 
host  of  men  and  women  whose  heroism  has 
taught  us  that — 

We  fall  to  arise,  are  baffled  to  fight  better. 

The  Easter  message  of  Galilee  was  the  cry 
that  the  “ highest , holiest  manhood"  had 
triumphed.  It  proclaimed  that  divine  com- 
passion, goodness,  and  love  were  not  in  the 
tomb  of  death  but  living  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  men  and  women.  The  Easier 
message — the  message  of  the  victory  of  the  good, 
the  true,  and  the  beautiful — is  aivpkened  by 
the  silent  glory  of  (he  rising  sunlight,  by  the 
morning  and  evening  anthems  of  the  birds, 
by  the  whispering  loveliness  of  the  unfolding 
flowers. 

The  Greatness  of  Life. 

Our  Easter  faith  is  our  response  to  the  call 
of  life.  Easter  wakes  us  up.  It  bids  us 
turn  from  the  darkness  and  disappointment 
of  life  to  the  white  vision  of  the  triumph  of 
life.  It  commands  us  to  believe  in  life,  to 
choose  life,  to  achieve  life.  Faith  in  the 
goodness  and  greatness  of  life  is  imperative 
to  our  achievement  of  the  greatness  and  good- 
ness of  life.  Pessimism  achieves  nothing,  faith 
can  achieve  all  things. 

There  is  much  to-day  that  suggests  that 
life  is  a poor,  weak,  disappointing  fact.  Never 
before  were  men  and  women  more  heavily 
burdened  with  a sense  of  the  failure  and  dis- 
appointment of  life.  During  the  war  we 
were  promised  so  much  : and  now  it  is  peace 
we  are  getting  so  little.  It  had  been  better 
if  we  had  never  been  promised  a “ New  World  ” 
safe  for  democracy’s  more  abundant  life,  if 
those  who  made  the  promise  are  unable, 
or  unwilling,  to  fulfil  it. 

Individually,  nationally,  and  internationally 
we  seem  doomed  to  dwell  in  the  tombs  of 
death  instead  of  being  given  the  opportunity 
of  climbing  up  into  the  heights  of  life.  Our 
social  and  industrial  order  seems  to  hold  us 
in  the  grip  of  death  instead  of  bringing  us  into 
the  fellowship  of  life.  Unemployment  makes 
thousands  of  our  homes  merely  a place  of 
existence  where  a pathetic  struggle  against 
poverty  and  death  robs  the  life  of  manhood, 
womanhood,  and  childhood  of  all  joy  and  glad- 
ness. From  cottage  homos  and  city  tene- 
ments there  rises  to-day  the  strong  cry  of 
men,  the  plaintive  cry  of  women,  and  the 
cry  “ that  curses  more  ” — the  cry  of  little 
children—11  this  is  not  life,  hut  death.”  In 
other  parts  of  the  world  famine  and  disease 
are  filling  the  tombs  with  the  massed  bodies 
cf  multitudes  of  our  fellow  human  beings. 
It  is  not  the  “ Master  of  life  ” but  the  tyrant 
of  death  who  seems  to  have  got  the  invisible 
keys  of  destiny  in  his  hands.  Catch  a glimpse 
of  the  scientist  in  his  study,  the  chemist  in 
his  laboratory,  or  the  workman  at  the  forge — 
all  busy  in  making  more  dreadful  the  weapons 
of  destruction  and  death  for  the  next  war ; 
and  who  is  there  that  does  not  feel  haunted 
with  the  idea  that  we  have  crowned  “ Death  ” 
as  monarch  of  all  we  syrvey.  Verily,  do  we 
all  need  the  message  that  bids  us  become  the 
pioneers  of  the  resurrection  of  life. 

The  world  of  to-day  contradicts  the  message 
of  Easter ; it  cannot  help  doing  so,  for  it  is 
the  only  kind  of  world  that  the  competitive 
greed  and  selfishness  of  man  can  give  us.  The 
conditions  of  the  world  prove  the  truth  of 
tho  axiom  that  “ competition  is  always  the 
law  of  death."  Easter  bids  us  explore  the 


truth  of  the  axiom  that  “ co-operation  is  always 
the  law  of  life."  If  life  is  going  to  have  the 
chance  of  becoming  a more  triumphant  fact, 
then  co-operation  must  take  the  place  of  com- 
petition and  service  the  place  of  selfishness. 

“ Roll  Back  the  Stones!'1 

Our  experiences  of  life  to-day  come  from 
the  fact  that  tho  world  represents  the  or- 
ganised pride,  greed,  and  selfishness  of  indi- 
viduals, nations,  and  races.  The  principle 
of  competition  belongs  to  the  individualism 
and  nationalism  that  separates  us  one  from 
another  and  cuts  humanity  up  into  hostile 
groups.  The  principle  of  co-operation  belongs 
to  the  bigger  facts  of  life  and  would  unite  us 
all  in  the  common  brotherhood  of  man.  It 
is  only  by  recognising  and  putting  into  practice 
the  principle  of  co-operation  and  mutuality 
that  we  can  roll  away  the  stones  of  hatred, 
suspicion,  and  envy  from  the  tombs  of  our 
internationalism  and  liberate  the  greater 
life  of  confidence,  goodwill,  and  peace. 

The  message  of  Easter  has  a particular 
significance  for  ourselves  and  our  co-operative 
movement.  There  are  many  “ dry  hones  ” 
in  our  own  midst  that  need  to  be  visited  by 
the  breath  of  life.  We  must  become  -a  living 
cause.  We  have  our  disappointments  and 
difficulties,  and  we  are  not  safe  unless  weTare 
inspired  by  a great  enthusiasm — the  en- 
thusiasm of  life.  There  is  no  greater  tomb 
imprisoning  our  cause  than  that  built  of  our 
own  apathy.  If  co-operators  were  alive  to 
their  opportunities,  if  they  were  conscious 
of  their  power,  if  they  were  willing  to  act,  they 
might  achieve  triumphs  that  would  re-inspire 
themselves  and  send  a message  of  hope  and 
encouragement  to  the  co-operators  of  the  world. 
It  is  because  of  their  own  apathy  to  their 
organisations  of  emancipation  that  the  workers 
arc  used  to  weave  the  very  cords  that  bind 
them,  and  to  build  the  very  tombs  that  im- 
prison them.  If  the  workers  would  be  free 
they  themselves  must  strike  the  blows  of  deliver- 
ance. Our  progress  will  he  in  proportion 
to  our  activities.  The  getting  of  more  capital, 

[Continued  at  foot  of  fourth  column.] 


LOYALTY  IS  NOT  ENOUGH 

ANOTHER  LESSON  FROM 
GALSWORTHY. 

By  Thomas  Moult. 


“We’ve  all  kept  faith,  hut  that’s  not 
enough,”  oue  of  Mr.  John  Galsworthy  s 
characters  proclaims  at  the  dose  of  his  latent 
play.  The  social  student  who  has  no  use 
for  a work  of  art  without  a ^pacific  message 
can  go  to  Mr.  Galsworthy’s  productions  well 
assured  that  at  least  one  contemporary 
dramatist  besfde  Mr.  Shaw  is  employing  art 
for  life’s  sake.  “ Loyalties,”  recently 
produced  at  the  St.  Martin’s  Theatre. 
London,  is  in  line,  so  far  ns  concerns  its 
propagandist  purpose,  with  “ Justice  ” and 
‘ The  Silver  Box.”  “ We’ve  all  kept  faith, 
but  that's  not  enough.”  Loyalty  to  one’s 
own  family,  or  class,  or  nation,  is  easy  and 
natural  ftoi;  normal  human  beings.  It  is 
when  we  are  asked  to  keep  faith  with  othcis, 
with  those  whom  we  Yegiivd  as  our 
antagonists,  tliat  w-e  meet  with  the  difficulty 
so  few  of  us  have  sufficient  understanding, 
sufficient  nobility  to  overcome. 

A Flaw  Somewhere. 

Always  the  shrewd  observer,  Mr.  Gals- 
worthy has  not  followed  the  course  of 
modern  war  and  modern  peace,  whether 
military  or  industrial,  without  realising  to  an 
uncanny  degree  that  there  is  a flaw  some- 
where in  men’s  attitude  towards  them. 
Recent  events  have  shown  that  by  sticking 
together  for  our  own  class  or  country  we  are 
doing  nothing  that  was  not  dona  by  primi- 
tive man  or,  indeed,,  the  animals;  something 
more  is  needed  after  all  these  generations 
of  social  and  individual  progress.  Pain  and 
suffering  are  as  much  a result  of  our  “ loyal- 
ties ” as  they  would  be ’if  instead  of  working 
in  groups  we  worAd  separately,  with  every 
man’s  hand  against  his  neighbour. 

Such  is  the  latest  lesson,  as  I read  it,  from 
the  pen  of  this  powerful  dramatist.  These 
various  loyalties  of  ours  are  worked  by  him 
with  consummate  technical  skill  into  the 
pattern  of  a tliree-act  play.  A young  Jew, 
Ferdinand  De  Levis,  is  robbed  of  a thousand 
pounds  while  lie  is  staying  at  a country 
house.  His  accusation  is  directed  against  a 
fellow-guest,  a “ soldier  and  a gentleman,” 
as  Captain  Ronald  Dancy,  D.S.O.,  is  called, 
rather  In  parrot  fashion,  by  the  friends 


The  people  stood  beholding  while 
The  Love  of  Loves  self-sacrificed 
Hung  ; while  His  last  pathetic  smile 
Lit  the  sad  face  of  Christ. 

The  people — craftsmen  even  as  He, 

Who  plied  His  trade  at  Nazareth — 

The  Carpenter  on  Calvary 

Watched,  even  to  the  death. 

All  down  the  ages  rings  a cry 

When  one  stands  forth  for  many  : still 
Echoes  that  shout  of  “ Crucify  ” 

About  a cross-crowned  hill. 

When  any,  yet,  the  world  would  save, 

With  tongue  of  silver,  heart  of  gold, 

The  -world  but  brings  him  to  his  grave  J 
The  people  still  behold. 

Yet  is  Love  risen  indeed  ! The  seed 
Once  sown  in  blood  we  reap  in  light. 

Harvest  of  every  noble  deed 

Is  sure;  Truth's t sure,  and  Right. 
Lost  Leaders  ! you  we  sigh  for  yet, 

When  hopes  you  gave  begin  to  bloom, 
Knowing  all  earth  is  in  your  debt. 

Yours,  too,  the  empty  tomb. 

Martyrs,  Peace-makers,  .Pioneers  ! 

Where  you  led  let  us  follow  ; we 
Who  hear  your  voices  down  the  years 
Froth  each  new  Calvary. 

Co-operant  Peace  with  all  your  powers 

You  taught,  you  wrought,  in  toil  and  pain : 
We  trace  your  track  by  Easter  flowers 
And  know  you  risen  again! 

— S.  Gertrude  Ford. 


whose  loyalty  of  caste  causes  them  to  defend 
him  blindly.  Dancy  is  plainly  the  culprit, 
and  by  letting  the  audience  realise  it  from 
the  first,  Mr.  Galsworthy  add/»  tremendously 
to  the  interest  of  the  tragedy  without  dis- 
pelling its  excitement.  The  young  officer's 
colleagues  are  loyal  to  him,  his  little  wife  u 
loyal ; but  they  make  a fatal  error  by  failing 
to  extend  that  loyalty  to  the  outsider.  1)0 
I.eyis,  who  gains  the  audience’s  sympathy 
and  retains  it  (some  of  his  utterances  con- 
cerning the  uijfair  treatment  of  tho  Jew  in 
our  society  are  strikingly  received),  is  stung 
into  a still  more  tenacious  loyally  to  an 
ancient  race.  Feeling  that  because  of  his 
nationality  he  has  forfeited  everyonyV 
favour,  lie  adopts  an  attitude  which  ends  in 
bis  making  public  liis  conviction  that. Dancy 
is  the  thief. 

Conflicting  Loyalties. 

It  is  rather  stretching  the  meaning  of  the 
term  to  soy  that  it  is  loyalty  to  his  fellow- 
olubmen  'Which  causes  Dancy  to  prosecute 
De  Levis  for  libel  after  the  Jew  has  accused 
him  in  the  club  building.  Rather  was  it  the 
members  who,  by^ their  lack  of  sympathy 
with  De  Levis  and  their  obstinate  backing 
of  Dancy,  force  the  slandered  man  into  a 
position  which  lie  would  have  been  only  too 
glad  to  avoid.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
loyalty,  and  that  alone,  which  prompts  the 
defending  counsel  and  Solicitor  to  throw  up 
the  case  when,  at  the  last  moment,  as  Dancy 
is  on  the  point  of  winning  his  action,  chance 
brings  private  but  irrefutable  proof  of  his 
guilt;  and  loyalty  to  Scotland  Yard  prevents 
the  police  officer  freon  giving  the  half-hour's 
graco  which  the  distracted  Mrs,  Da  m y 
pleads  for  when  lie  comes  to  the  flat  with  a 
warrant  for  Dancy’s  arrest.  That  tho 
broken  man  should  have  returned  to  his 
wife  aj^nll  after  the  collapse  of  the  defence 
was  merely  anotlier  “ loyalty,”  for  he  re- 
fuses to  take  the  opportunity  which  a fellow- 
officer  provides  for  him  of  getting  out  of  the 
country  before  he  lias  gone  homo  to  confess 
and  explain  ^everything  to  her. 

Even  Mrs.  Dancy’s  last  superb  loyally  is 
futile.  She  tries  to  assure  him  that  when 
lie  comes  out  of  prison  she  will  be  waiting 
for  him,  tlint  whatever  happens  she  will  still 
be  his;  but  wliile  she  is  pleading  with  tiro 
police  officer  to  give  him  the  half-hour  for 
his  escape,  Dancy  shoots  himself  in  the  bed- 
room. To  a good  extent  it  is  dtle  to  a com- 
bination of  fine  players  that  Mr.  Galsworthy 
i?  able  to  drive  home  so  surelv  and  force- 
fully this  latest  expression  of  the  grout 
Cliristian  ethic,  that  to  love  your  friend  or 
your  own  class  and  keep  faith  with  jour 
loved  ones  is  a little  thing  and  worthless  if 
that  love  and  faith  are  not  extended  to  your 
enemies  as  well. 


[Continued  from  second  column  ] 

more  trade,  more  members  must  not  he  left 
to  the  idleness  of  chance,  they  must  be  gained 
-by  the  activities  of  faith  and  life. 

We  need  also  to  be  saved  from  the  tomb 
of  pessimism.  All  pessimism  is  deadly  and 
destructive,  and  we  shcull  s ck  deliverance 
from  it  as  we  seek  deliverance  from  a disease. 
Pessimism  is  one  of  the  microbes  that  attacks 
the  Easter  faith  of  the  triumph  of  life* 
must  suffer  as  gently'  as  we  can  those  to  whom 
everything  seems  wrong  both  with  their  own 
society  and  with  the  co-operative  movement 
in  general — folk  who  lament  that  we  *rc 
doomed  to  failure  and  oftcntiiri^  appear  to 
bo  bitterly  disappointed  because  the  coilaJ*« 
does  not  take  place.  Easter  brings  us  t 
tonic  of  life  that  we  may  save  ourselves  an' 
others  from  the  deadly  stagnation  ®D_ 
paralysis  that  come  from  the  to/nbs  of  I***1 
mism  and  apathy. 

We  will  gird  oureclves  for  our  greater  taste* 
and  to  a nobler  service,  in  the  strength  of  t <• 
Easter  message  that  proclaims  the  triumP 
of  the  best  over  the  worst,  of  truth  over  fa 
hpod,  of  love  ovc-r  selfishness,  and  the  J°J 
and  light  of  life  over  the  misery  and  darkn*** 
of  death.  The  voices  of  Easter  shall 
inspire  our  faith  and  re-kindle  our  e 0 
to — 

Fill  up  the  gapB  in 
Strengthen,  the  wavering  line*, 
StablisJ),  continue  our  mar cn. 

On  to  tire  bound  oi  the 

On  to  tba  City  of 
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GENOA  AND  THE  EUROPEAN 

CHAOS. 


expectations  of  suffering  and  disillusioned 

PEOPLES. 


WHAT  THE  CONFERENCE  CAN  DO. 


BY  CEORGE  A.  GREENWOOD. 


' What  can  tho  nations’  representatives, 
assembled  at  Genoa,  do  ? What  should  they 
do,  in  order  to  give  us  back  those  corner 
stones  of  peace  and  economic  security  which, 
if  England  and  the  European  continent  are  to 
survive,  remain  our  most  imperative  needs  ? 

It  is  at  least  possible  to  say  what  is  now 
passing  through  the  minds  of  large  numbers 
of  men,  unfettered  by  mere  party-political 
haggling,  with  trained  intelligence  and  special 
stuclv  of  this  great  problem  at  their  disposal. 
With  some  such  men  I have  lately  had  oppor- 
tunities of  discussing  the  situation,  and  what 
follows  here  is  a resume  of  their  judgment 
combined  with  a resume  of  my  own. 

It  must  he  confessed  f at,  whatever  the 
expectations,  the  prospects  of  the 'conference 
are  unpropilious.  Certain  decisions  already 
taken  as  a concession  to  France,  are  that  the 
conference  may  not  discuss  the  Peace  Treaties, 
or  reparations,  or  armaments — the  main 
causes  of  our  sufferings.  To  imagine  that 
with  these  issues  ruled  out,  Genoa  can  proceed 
to  lay  the  foundations  of  a rejuvenated  Europe 
would  be  a folly  of  the  first  order.  Russia, 
it  is  suggested,  should  be  treated  as  a trouble- 
some youth  of  whom  the  magistrates  arc  not 
yet  quite  sure.  When  one  adds  to  this  the  fact 
that  .Wr.  Lloyd  George  has  gone  to  Italy  no 
doubt  knowing  what  ought  to  be  dortb,  and 
probably  willing  to  do  it,  but  manacled 
by  Die-Hards  at  home  and  a Chauvinist 
Government  in  France,  enthusiasm,  if  ever 
one  possessed  it  in  relation  to  this  conference, 
must  necessarily  sink  to  a very  low  ebb. 

Moving  Back  to  Sanity. 

So  much  ior  the  negative  prospects  of 
Genoa.  What  is  to  he  said  of  the  other  side  ? 
This,  the  observation  of  one  of  our  most 
famous  publicists  to  me, -is,  I believe,  at  once 
the  most  hopeful  and  stimulating  fact  about 
the  conference,  viz.,  “ the  meeting  itself  of 
Allied  leaders  with  representatives  of  Russia 
and  Germany  is  an  admission  that  Europe 
is  in  need  of  common  action  to  secure  her 
restoration,  is  an  inestimable  moral  gain."’ 
It  matters  not  that  the  circumstances  that 
have  forced  the  admission  are  economic,  for 
we  can  see  plainly  enough  that  the  economic 
chao3  is  a consequence  of  moral  failure,  and 
the  need  of  re-establishing  relations  based  not 
upon  punishment,  nor  even  upon  material 
exigency,  but  upon  obvious  right,  naturally 
follows. 

International  Credits. 

Wlmt  Genoa  should  do,  of  course,  following 
8ueh  a hopeful  start,  would  he  to  scrap  both 
Treaties  and  Reparations,  do  the  work  of 
Versailles  over  again,  and  secure  the  co- 
operation of  the  neutrals  in  rebuilding  tho 
economic  foundations  of  Europe  upon  «, 
8olid  foundation,  lint  I have  already  shown 
Why  that  cannot  occur.  Leaving  speculation, 
however,  and  comiug  down  to  actualities, 
is  time  to  frame  an  answer  to  the  question : 
“ What  can  she  do  ? ” I put  this  question 
last  week  to  one  of  our  most  famous  economists, 
aDd  in  a flash  he  answered,  “ It  can  develop 
8nd  extend  the  work  of  the  Brussels  Con- 
ference." That,  was  a sensible  and  states- 
manlike proposition : and,  moreover,  one 

that  is  likely  already  to  have  fixed  itself  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  have  gone  to  Genoa 
With  the  will  to  make  the  best  of  its  slender 
Possibilities. 

it  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  ask  what  was 
done  at  Brussels  ? The  Allied  • Conference 
|heu-  lmd-two  striking  and  positive  results — 
>t  laid  the  basis  of  a return  to  sound  finance, 
aod  as  an  aid  to  that  and  general  restoration, 
®volved  the  Ter  Meulen  credit  scheme  which 
has  now  commended  it?elf  to  tho  United 
tates  Government  and  secured  their  formal 
adherence.  By  hastening  these  schemes  of 
Wormed  internal  finance,  and  the  extension 
o credits  to  those  countries  in  Mid  and  Eastern 
urope  which,  without  them,  are  utterly 
Enable  to  trade  with  the  rest  of  the  world, 
strength  of  this  prospect  lies  in  the  fact 
at  it  could  secure  the  adhesion  of  France 
B 10111  Poincare  and  his  friends  yielding 
P^ny  of  those  “ principles  ” which  they  have 
.enac'^ua'y  re-affirmed  in  relation  to  the 
i fence.  And,  since  it  appears  to  bo  the 


only  practicable  thing  it  can  do,  we  must 
at  least  hope  that  this  will  result. 

Problem  of  Russia. 

Russia  presents  a somewhat  different  prob- 
lem. The.  Soviet  representatives  have  gone 
to  their  first  European  Conference  with  high 
hope  and  a good  deal  of  faith.  What  they  will 
say  and  do  when,  on  arrival,  they  find  France, 
and  Britain,  too,  thanks  mainly  to  Mr. 
Churchill,  against  their  recognition,  I do  not 
pretend  to  know. 

Russia,  it  appears,  is  to  be  placed  4i  on 
probation.”  with  a view  to  her  subsequent, 
recognition  if  her  conduct  justifies  it.  Now 
recognition  is  what  Russia  wants  just  now 
almost  more  than  anything  else.  If  she  is 
not  recognised  her  Government  cannot  borrow, 
and  without  borrowing  she  cannot  yet  trade. 
It  will  only  be  when  the  Allies  recognise 
Moscow,  formally  and  officially,  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  exchange  commodities. 

If  Genoa  takes  over  the  preliminaiy  steps 
to  secure  this  return  of  Russia  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  nations  it  will  have  done  at  least 
something  to  justify  our  faint  hope3  and  refute 
our  scepticism.  But  there  are  so  many  cross- 
currents that  one  can  neither  prophecy  nor 
dictate — merely  hope. 


C.W.S.  MANAGEMENT. 


A COMMITTEES  VIEWS. 


[To  THE  EuiTOR,  “ Co-OPERATIVE  NEWS.”] 

Sin, — The  balance  sheet  recently  issued  by 
the  C.W.S.  showing  a loss  of  oiic-aiid-i-half 
millions,  has  gi\;en  the  committees  of  retail 
societies  cause  for  very  serious  thought. 
They  are  the  custodians  of  the  hard-earnecl 
savings  of  the  working  classes,  and  these 
members  naturally  ask  the  question  : Is  our 
capital  safe,  and  why  are  these  losses 
inclin  ed  ? 

While  we  agree  that  the  fall  in  market 
values  is  bound  to  effect  the  profits,  yet. we 
believe  that  the  directors  have  no  real  grip 
of  the  situation.  They  preach  econoniy.'tfut 
do. they  practise  it? 

It  is  well  known  that  a lot  of  unnecessary 
expense  is  incurred  by  excessive  use  of 
motor  cars,  first-class  travelling  expenses,* 
and  heavy  dining-room  expenses. 

These  expenses  have  to  be  added  to  the 
cost  of  production  or  distribution,  and  the 
products  are  higher  in  price  than  those  cf 
their  competitors,  or  else  huge  losses  are 
shown  by  the  various  factories. 

Unfortunately,  the  directors  have  had  too 
much  money  to  spend,  and  they  have  not 
spent  it  wisely.  Co-operative  farming  will 
never  be  a paying  proposition,  and  the  fauns 
will  never  realise  the  money  that  was  paid 
for  them.  The  question  of  the  directors’ 
salaries  has  been  very  prominent  lately,  but 
the  directors  simply  ignore  the  issue. 

They  have  reduced  the  wages  cf  their  em- 
ployees. those  that  can  least  afford  to  have 
their  wages  reduced,  hut  the  directors,  with 
their  £850  per  annum  and  other  privileges, 
say  we  are  worth  the  amount  we  receive,  and 
we  cannot  exist  on  less.  We  stay  here  until 
we  are  seventy  years  of  age,  and  then  retire 
with  a pension. 

If  the  directors  say  they  are  worth  £850 
per  annum,  let  them  prove  it ; if  they  have 
the -ability  they  say  they  have  let  them 
economise,  work  the  business  satisfactorily, 
and  show  a profit. 

It  is  time  that  we  nltered  our  voting  sj's- 
tem  and  divided  the  country  into  sections, 
and  allow  one  society  oi>3  vote.  Each  direc- 
tor would  then  be  responsible  to  a certain 
group  of  societies,  and  a balance  Micei 
similar  to  tlie  one  just  issued  would  soon  see 
a change  on  the  directorate. 

Are  the  expensive  trips  to  various  parts 
of  the  world  justified?  We  think  the  time 
would  be  better  employed  if  devoted  to  tho 
development  of  trade  in  this  country.  All 
these  trips  to  Canada,  Japan,  New  Zealand, 
and  Australia  add  to  the  cost  of  co-opera- 
tive commodities,  and  they  cannot  be  fruit- 
ful of  good  results  because  our  competitors 
can  sell  the  products -of  these  countries 
cheaper  than  the  co-operative  movement. 
Has  the  C.W.S.  outlived  its  usefulness? 
This  is  a serious  question  for  shareholding 
societies,  and  one  that  will  have  to  be  laced 
in  the  very  near  future. 

Signed  on  behalf  cf  the  Committee  cf  the 
BrixTiam  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 

W.  J.  Shfte. 

Managing  Secretary. 

75,  Fore-street,  Brixhnni. 

[The  questions  raised  are  referred  to  in  ono 
of  the  leading  articles. — Eo.,  “ (?.  N,”J 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


The  Czechoslovak  Loan. 

There  has  been  offered  in  London 
£2,800,000  of  8 per  cent,  bonds  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  of  Czechoslavakia.  (As 
tho  prospectus,  which  is  an  official  document, 
spells  the  name  of  the  country  as  one  word 
without  a hyphen,  it  is  evident  that  that  is  tho 
manner  in  which  the  Government  of  that 
country  desires  it  to  bo  described  in  England.) 
This  loan  is  part  of  a total  authorised  issue  of 
£10  millions  or  fifty  million  dollars,  and, 
simultaneously  with  the  London  issue,  $14 
millions  of  the  same  loan  was  being  offered 
in  the  United  States  and  £500,000  in  Holland. 
The  issue  is  noteworthy,  as  it  represents  the 
first  loan  of  importance  by  one  of  the  Central 
European  countries  that  has  been  floated  since 
the  War,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  peoplo 
responsible  for  it  were  determined  to  do  every- 
thing to  break  down  the  hesitation  that  might 
be  anticipated  on  the  part  of  the  British  public 
to  invest  in  what  they  look  upon  as  an  ex- 
tremely disturbed  part  of  the  world.  On 
this  account,  no  doubt,  the  loan  has  been 
sponsored  by  three  of  tho  most  important 
issuing  houses  in  the  country,  viz.,  Barings, 
Rothschilds,  and  Schroders ; the  rate  of 
interest  is  high,  viz.,  8 per  cent.,  in  addition 
to  which  the  loan  was  offered  at  £96  10s.  per 
£100,  and  the  Czechoslovak  Government  mort- 
gages as  security  for  the  loan  its  customs 
duties  and  the  profits  on  the  State  tobacco 
monopoly. 

State  Undertaking. 

The  prospectus  shows  that  the  net  profit 
to  the  State  from  the  tobacco  monopoly  for  the 
/ current  year  is  estimated  at  about  £2,400,000, 
and  it  %lso  mentions  tha^t  the  proceeds  of  the 
loan  will  be  applied  to  essential  works  of 
public  reconstruction  and  development,  rail- 
ways, canals,  and  similar  purposes.  Applica- 
tions for  the  loan  were  so  heavy  that  it  was 
over-subscribed  within  an  hour  of  the  opening 
of  the  lists,  so  that  we  have  the  incongruous 
spectacle  of  the  governing  and  propertied 
classes  in  a country  which  has  millions  of 
unemployed  and  itself  requires  to  spend  large 
sums  on  public  works,  which  governing  classes 
are  bitterly  opposed  to  publicly-owned  under- 
takings, tumbling  over  one  another  to  lend 
another  country  millions  to  carry  on  publicly- 
owned  works,  and  taking  as  security  the  profits 
on  a State-owned  service.  As  it  happens, 
Czechoslavakia  is  the  one  new  State  which 
is  in  a relatively  sound.position,  for,  contained 
within  its  borders  are  three  out  of  every  four 
of  the  great-  industrial  centres  of  the  late 
Austro-Hungarian  empire.  The  prospectus 
states  that,  including  the  present  loan,  the 
amount  of  national  debt  per  head  of  popu- 
lation at  the  present  rate  of  exchange  works 
out  at  less  than  £12.  As  the  corresponding 
figure  for  the  United  Kingdom  exceeds  £160, 
it  is  really  Czechoslovakia  which  should  be 
lending  money  to  us  ; but  it  is  a quaint  world. 
Unfortunately,  there  is  no  indication  in  the 
prospectus  that  any  of  the  money  raised  is 
to  be  expended,  and  thus  give  employment, 
in  Britain. 

Electric  Lamp  Losses. 

The  Edison  Swan  Electric  Company  is 
another  well-known  concern  which  has  done 
badly  of  late,  but  the  report  recently  issued 
for  the  year  ended  June  30th,  1921,  is  excep- 
tionally unfavourable  even  for  these  times, 
for  it  shows  a lo38  of  £436,600,  compared  with 
a profit  for  the  previous  year  of  £63,400. 
While  it  must  be  admitted  that  circumstances 
have  been  against  the  undertaking,  there  has 
to  be  set  against  this  the  fact  that  the  electric 
industry  has  suffered  less  almost  than  any 
other.  The  Edison  Swan  Company  is  best 
known  for  its  electric  lamps,  although  it 
manufactures  a large  number  of  other  elec- 
trical appliances.  It  should  have  done  well 
out  of  the  half-watt  or  gas-filled  lamp,  which 
is  coming  into  use  everywhere,  for  the 
company  had  an  agreement  >vith  the  Dutch 
inventors  of  this  lamp.  It  might  he  men- 
tioned that  the  purpose  of  the  gas  filling  is  to 
keep  the  metal  filament  firm,  preventing  it 
from  disintegrating,  and  the  lamp  ha3  been  a 
huge  success.  The  municipality  of  Amsterdam 
was  so  indignant  at  the  high  price  charged 
if  for  the  thousands  of  lamps  it  uses,  that  a I 
few  months  ago  it  set  up  its  men  factory  and  is 
turning  out  the  lamps  at  less  than  half  the  price 
charged  to  it.  Any  municipality  in  this  country 
that  endeavoured  to  save  the  ratepayers’ 
money  in  such  fashion  would  immediately 
have  legal  action  taken  against  it  to  prevent 
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it  from  competing  with  private  enterprise, 
as  was  the  case  with  the  Borough  of  Fulham’s 
scheme  of  doing  ratepayers’  laundry  at  a fixed 
charge  per  bag. 

Fruit  From  Chile. 

Thus  far,  Chile  (the  correct  spelling,  by  the 
way,  is  with  a final  “ e ” and  not  au  “ i ”), 
has  been  known  this  sido  of  the  Atlantic 
primarily  as  an  exporter  of  those  artificial 
manures  known  as  “ nitrates  ” and  certain 
minerals,  and  as  both  these  products  suggest 
arid  districts,  for  tho  nitrate  beds  can  only 
exist  where  there  is  no  rain,  it  is  rather  sur- 
prising to  learn  from  trade  reports  from  Lima 
that  Trial  shipments  of  Chilean  fresh  fruit  havo 
be^n  made  to  London  and  New  York,  and 
successful  results  obtained.  For  some  years 
past  Chile  ha3  exported  small  amounts  of 
fresh  fruit,  hut  its  destination  bus  been  the 
neighbouring  republic  of  Argentina,  and  tho 
quantities  liavc  been  small,  for  in  1920  tho 
total  value  of  such  exports  was  only  £30,000. 
In  the  same  year,  however,  Chilo  exported 
dried  fruits  to  the  value  of  £45,000,  and  nuts 
to  the  value  of  £150,000.  Although  one  thinks 
of  Chile  as  a very  narrow  strip  of  coast  on  tho 
western  side  of  South  America,  its  area  is 
nearly  two-and-a-half  times  that  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  it  possesses  large  regions  suit- 
able for  fruit  growing  ; up  to  the  present  tho 
fruits  produced  have  been  used  principally 
for  local  consumption  and  the  manufacture 
of  wines  and  other  beverages,  in  which  direc- 
tion Chile  is  practically  self-supporting.  It 
is  believed  that  a large  fruit  exporting  trade 
can  be  built  up,  and  as  the  country  extends 
over  so  many  latitudes,  it  should  be  able  to 
grow  a great  variety  of  fruits, 

French  Trade  with  Russia. 

While  official  France  seems  to  be  supporting’ 
a vigorous  anti-Russian  policy,  her  merchants 
are  undoubtedly  trading  with  that  country, 
for  I see  from  a French  bank  circular  that  a 
syndicate  is  importing  large  quantities  of 
flax  from  Russia.  The  business  is  being  dono 
with  certain  wholesale  houses  in  Riga  and 
Reval,  and  quite  large  amounts  of  this  raw 
material  are  reaching  Lille.  Flax  is  one  of 
the  commodities  of  which  Russia  was  the 
principal  producer,  and  tho  linen  trade  has 
been  severely  hit  by  the  elimination  of  that 
country  as  a source  of  supply.  It  is  not  gene- 
rally known  that  flax  is  the  same  as  linseed — 
flax  being  the  fibre  and  linseed  tho  seed.  As 
its  preparation  involves  working  in  smelly 
water,  it  is  not  a particularly  pleasant  industry 
in  which  to  be  engaged.  During  the  war  tho 
cultivation  of  Hax  in  various  parts  of  the  world, 
particularly  in  British  East  Africa,  and  even 
in  Britain,  received  an  impetus ; but  it  is 
doubtful  whether  any  country  can  compete 
with  Russia  in  cither  quality  or  price,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  fines  which  Russia  will  he 
able  to  export  in  exchange  for  the  materials 
it  requiies  to  import. 


Appointment  H.U.  the  King, 

The  name  of  Nestle’s  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OB 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 
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FACING  THE  ENEMY. 


A cartoon  from  the  Polish  co-cpeiative  journal,  "Spolnota,”  which  show's  “ Praca” 
(Labour),  armed  with  Co-operation,  r.eady  to  meet  the  onslaught  of  Capital,  mounted 
on  tho  braving  ass,  “Slepej  Chciwosci  ” (Blind  Greed),  brandishing  the  sword  of 
“Wyzysk"  (Exploitation)  and  shield  of  “ Konkurcne ja  ” (Competition). 


A NATIONAL  SOCIETY. 

THREE  MAIN  OBJECTIONS. 

M.  Ernest  Poisson,  sectary  of  the 
French  National  Federation  of  Co-operative 
Consumers,  writing  in  “ Le  Coopera teur 
Swiss©,”  examines  the  following- objections 
to  a National  Co-operative  Soci-.-ty : — 

The  first  is  this : the  day  w hen  there  will 
be  but  one  national  society,  will  there  not 
be  reason  to  fear  that  some  serious  happen- 
ing or  a severe  economic  crisis  might  bring 
about  the  collapse  of  the  society?  Can  one 
r-ot  imagine,  it  may  be  by  legislative  means, 
under  pressure  of  the  enemies  of  co- 
operation— that  is  to  eay  middlemen — 
measures  being  taken  to  render  the 
existence  of  such  a society  impossible? 

The  second  objection  is  that  machinery,  so 
formidable  as  that  of  a national  society 
would  be,  would  bo  difficult  to  manage,  to 
revise,  and  to  reform,  seeing  that  the 
strength  of-  the  co-operative  movement 
is  in  its  power  to  adapt  itself  to  the  new 
idons  and  experiences — that  it  is,  in  fact,  a 
continual  laboratory  of  social  experimen- 
tation. 

The  third  objection  which  can  be  made 
comes  not  from  itself,  but  from  the  abuses 
that  might  result.  One  must  not  confound 
unity  and  centralisation.  If  the  society  were 
to  have  all  the  defects  of  bureaucracy,  ajl 
its  weaknesses,  it  would  be  most 
unfortunate. 


Everyone’s 
Health  Beverage 

Old  and  young,  delicate  and 
strong,  everyone  benefits  by 
a daily  glass  of  NESTLE'S 
Malted  Milk.  It  is  prepared 
from  pure,  rich  milk  and 
choice  malted  wheat  and 
barley— a delicious  beverage, 
refreshing  and  invigorating. 
A glass  of  NESTLE’S  Malted 
Milk  taken  before  retiring 
ensures  sound  healthful  sleep. 


Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Remember  that  the  name — NESTLE— 
is  a guarantee  of  quality  and  purity 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8,  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 


IN  TCHECKO-SLOVAKIA. 

GREAT  BANK  BUSINESS. 

The  Tchecko^Slovak  'Association  of  Co- 
operatives now  numbers  1,322  societies, 
whoso  members  total  about  a million, 
which,  with  the  families  concerned,  mean 
getting  on  to  six  million  persons. 

The  consumers’  societies  are  535  in 
number,  and  productive  237.  Tho  largest 
of  the  latter  is  that  among  the  tailors  at 
Prostejov,  with  500  members. 

Many  societies  are  given  to  market 
gardening,  and  90  societies  havo  built  800 
houses  for  10,000  families.  Success  has 
nob  attended  the  ventures  of  the  agricul- 
tural societies  as  yet,  but  of  tho  '290,  25 
have  obtained  a certain  quantity  of  land. 
The  movement,  towards  savings  and  credit 
societies,  is  only  just  beginning. 

The  amount  of  the  sales  exceeds  a 
inilliard-and-a-lialf  of  crowns. 

There  are  two  co-operative  periodicals 
published,  and  there  are  organised  courses 
in  eo-operativc  instruction.  M.  Totomianz, 
the  leading  Russian  co-operative  publicist, 
is  installed  at  the.  University  of  Prague, 
where  economic  teaching  holds  high  place. 

Of  central  -organisations,  the  Consumers’ 
Wholesale  Society  is  the  largest,  which 
employs  700  persons,  and  provides  for  two 
millions-and-a-half  of  people. 

The  general  co-operative  bank  has  fifty 
millions  deposited  and  a turnover  of  three 
milliards.  This  co-operative  bank,  among 
the  twenty-four  banks  in  Prague,  is  the 
twelfth  in  importance. 

Another  eo-operativo  financial  institu- 
tion is  the  “ Tchecko-Slovakia  ” for  popular 
assurance,  and  in  a short  time  it  has 
achieved  43,000  policies,  involving  the 
sum  of  150,000,000  crowns. 


HEART  AND  HEAD. 

C.W.S.  DIRECTOR  AND  FOREIGN 
TRADE. 

At  the  Wholesale  meeting  in  Manchester 
on  Saturday,  a Stafford  delegate  wanted  to 
know  what  chance  there  was  of  getting  the 
money  owing  from  Belgium,  Roumania, 
Poland,  and  Russia,  and  the  cost  of  the 
deputation  to  these  countries. 

Mr.  Hayhurst  said  the  goods  had  gone, 
but  the  security  for  payment — “well,  we 
shall  havo  to  wait  and  see.” 

A Delegate : How  much  ? 

Mr.  Hayhurst:  £750.000  to  Roumania 
and  the  other  places  mentioned,  and  part 
to  Russia;  and  there  is  no  more  going  with 
my  consent  unless  we  have  securities. 
(Hear,  hear.)  You  cannot  play  with  jour 
money  in  this  way.  (No.)  Sentiment  is  all 
right,  but  don’t  let  your  heart  run  away 
with  your  head.  You  are  losing  a thousand 
each  week  at  the  present  time  in  interest 
alone. 

Proceeding,  Mr.  Hayhurst  said  he  could 
not  tell  their  friends  the  price  of  the  last 
deputation. 

A Delegate:  Why  not? 

Mr.  Hayhurst:  Is  that  fair?  I cannot 
tell  him  if  I would,  because  we  have  not  got 
it  out.  We  sent  one  of  our  colleagues  (Mr. 
Varley)  debt  collecting,  and  another  lad  to 
see  if  he  could  get  hold  of  some  more  money. 
We  are  doing  our  beet. 


THE  ETERNAL  LAND  QUESTION. 

NEW  SUGGESTIONS  FOR  ITS  SOLUTION. 


A little  book  just  published  may  exercise 
a big  influence  upon  the  agitation  fer  Land 
Nationalisation.  The  book  is  “The  Land 
Question  Solved,”  by  Robert  Murray 
(London:  Labour  Publishing  Co.  Ltd., 
Is.  6d.).  It  is  an  imposing  title.  To  know 
that  the  Land  Question  has  been  solved 
would  be  as  cheering  as  to  kuow^that  the 
struggle  between  Capitol  and  Labour  had 
been  ended,  or  to  know  that  Lord  Carson, 
Sir  James  Craig,  Michael  Collins,  Fnmonn 
De  Valera,  and  Joseph  Devlin  were  Minis- 
terial colleagues  in  a Tinted  Irish 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Murray  thicks  hard.  He  has  to.  He 
is  one  of  the  joint  editors  of  the  “ Scottish 
Co-operator,”  and  is  the  Parliamentary 
Labour  candidate  for' West  Renfrewshire. 

He  accepts  Land  Rationalisation  as  the 
solution  of  the  Land  Question,  hut  how  to 
nationalise  llie  land  is  in  itself  a problem. 
His  book  is  devoted  to  showing  how 
nationalisation  may  be  so  popularised  that 
there  will  be  mass  enthusiasm  for  it.  He 
points  out  that  the  workers  employed  on  the 
railways  and  in  the  mines  arc  enthusiastic 
for  the  nationalisation  of  the  railways  and 
the  mires  because  they  have  been  convinced 
that  nationalisation  in  either  case  would 
mean  an  improvement  in  their  personal 
status,  in  their  condition  and  in  their 
rewards — tills  apart  from  the  advantages 
the  ehango  would  bring  to  the  cumin  unity  as 
a whole.  He  wants  the  users  of  and  the 
workers  on  the  land,  and  the  tenants  of  laud 
holdings  to  be  able  to  recognise  that  Land 
Nationalisation  will  mean  not  simply  paying 
rent  to  the  State  instead  of  to  tho  landlord. 
By  figures  quoted  from  land  court  settle- 
ineuts  he  demonstrates  that  present  rents 
are  the  utmost  limit  of  value.  He  therefore 
proposes  that  from  the  date  of  the  National- 
isation of  Land,  land  rents  should  be  auto- 
matically reduced  by  10  per  cent.,  so  that 
the  user  of  land — whether  for  an  allotment, 
for  the  site  of  a house,  or  the  site  of  a fac- 
tory— would  pay  £90  where  he  now  pave 
£100,  or  £9  where  he  now  pays  £10.  That 
would  give  the  fanner,  the  tenant  of  an  in- 
dustrial site,  and  the  owner  of  a house,  an 
immediate  advantage  sufficient  to  secure 
his  enthusiasm. 

The  question  of  compensation  is  a knotty, 
one.  To  buy  landlords  out  at  their  own 
price  would  simply  be  to  buy  back  for  the 
State  what  Land  Nationalisers  assert  to  be 
tilie  property  of  the  State.  To  expropiate 
“laud  owners”  without  consideration  of 
some  sort  would  be  an  injustice  to  those  who 
have  obtained  possession  and  title  to  the 
land  by  payment  in  accordance  with  the  sys- 
tem upheld  by  law  for  ages.  To  find  the 
happy  mean  lias  been  Mr.  Murray’s  job. 
He  argues  that  the  price  of  land  is  fixed  in 
terms  of  annual  rent  value.  Some  land  is 
sold  at  twenty  years’  purchase;  better  land, 
or  land  more  suitably  situated  for  a certain 
purpose  may  be  sold  for  thirty  years’  pur- 
chase. He  assumes  an  average  of 
twenty-five  years’  purcliase.  The  buyer 
“pays  in  advance  twenty-five  years’ 
rental  of  the  land  and  reckons  that 
with  the  security  thus  given  to  him,  and 
with  the  future  increase  in  value  assured  to 
him,  he  will  more  than  repay  luiuse-lf  for  this 
advance  payment.”  Such  a buyer  who  has 
lmdi  twenty-five  years'  use  of  the  land  has 
almost  “ token  out  of  it  all  he  put  into  it.” 
There  remains  to  lii6  credit  the  fact  that  lie 
t paid  his  ftfenty-five  j-ears’  rent  in  a lump 
sum  twentj’-five  years  ago,  and  is  therefore 
in  a worse  position  than  if  ho  paid  the 
annual  rent  from  year  to  year.  He  has  lost 
the  use  of,  or  interest  upon,  that  money  for 
all  these  j'enra.  The  only  compensation  Mr. 
Murray  would  allow-  would  l»e  that  those 
who  hold  the  land  on  a clear  title  should  be 
allowed  fifty  jears’  use  of  the  land  ?rorn  the 
date  of  purcliase.  “ If  the  pufcdiase  was 
made  one  year  ago,  there  would  be  forty-nine 
years  to  go;  if  made  forty-nine  years  ago 
there  would  be  one  year  to  go  ” rent  free ; 
but  as  from  the  end  of  tbertrfty  years  from 
the  date  of  purchase  the  holder  would  pay 
rent  to  the  State  for  the  use  of  the  land  : 
which  belongs  to  the  State. 

This  latter  proposal  will  1 ie  met  with 
objections,  some  of  which  Mr.  Murray 
reckons  with ; but  the  people  are  asked  to 
realise  that  1,688  peers  own  two-fifths  of  the 
whole  land  of  England  and  Wales — indeed 
4,488  persons  own  half  of  the  whole  area.  In 
Scotland  the  position  is  even  worse ; for 
seventy- three  persons  own  half  of  the  whole 
land  of  Scotland. 

There  will  be  many  more  objections  raised 
to  the  proposed  method  of  compensation. 
Masses  of  the  people  own  land  ecllectively — 
working  men's  clubs,  friendly  societies. 


building  societies,  co-operative  societies, 
religious  congregations  of  every  deotomina- 
tiou.  Some  co-operative  societies,  for 
example,  have  beeu  sixty,  or  seventy,  or 
more  years  in  existence.  Their  membera 
may  be  vigorously  in  favour  of  Laud 
Nationalisation ; but  we  can  imagine  tho 
niemb?rs  oolleotively  demurring  to  a request 
for  rent  for  land  which  they  believed  they 
liad  bought  «ut  fifty  yeaiis  ago.  Tho  same 
objection  will,  of  course,  come  from  the 
wealthy  land  owners  who  put  their  land  to 
no  purpose  of  public  utility  and  simply  hold 
it  as  a rent-producing  asset ; liut  several 
experienced  during  the  war  showed  that  the 
man  who  lias  a small  vested  interest  is  os 
jealous  of  it  as  the  greatest  luibob  in  the 
country.  These  small  vested  iuteies’ts,  for 
example,  make  it  almost  impossible,  for  the 
present,  to  organise  any  great  movement 
among  the  workers  far  the  abolition  of 
interest — although  some  of  Mr.  Murray’s 
political  associates,  regard  interest  as  being 
a much  greater  bar  to  economic  progress 
than  land  rent.  Both  the  opponents  of 
Nationalisation  and  the  advocates  of  it  must 
compromise  somewhere,  and  Mr  Murray  has 
suggested  a compromise.  It  is  one  of  tho 
nearest  approaches  to  a reasonable  com- 
promise we  have  seen ; but  no  compromise 
ever  appears  reasonable  to  those  whoso 
vested  interests  are  threatened. 

^ Myles  Long. 


•HUGHES”  AND  "NEALE” 

SCHOLARSHIPS. 


The  next  examination  for  tho  “ Hughes  ” 
Scholarship  will  be  held  in  May,  1922.  The 
time  table  for  the  examination  will  be  as 
follows: — Thursday,  May  4th:  Entrance 

examination.  Friday  morning,  May  5tli : 
Completion  of  entrance  examination.  Satur- 
day morning,  May  6th  : Three  hours’  written 
test  in  the  subject  of  “ Co-oj>erntioii.” 
Scholars  at  Oriel  are  required  to  pass  Re- 
sponsions  before  entering  into  residence. 

Applications  for  permission  to  sit  for  tlio 
examination  must  be  lodged  with  tho  Secre- 
tary of  the  Education  Department,  Co- 
operative Union  Limited,  Holyoake  House, 
Hanover-sireet,  Manchester,  not  later  than 
April  24th. 

The  next  examination  for  the  “Neale” 
Scholarship  will  probably  be  in  1924. 


A conference  of  dairying  organisations 
at  Dublin  has  decided  that  a system  of 
grading  Irish  butter  should  be  arranged. 
Approved  supplies  are  to  bo  exported  under 
a national  brand. 
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YOUR  Reasons  for 
preferring 

DIPLOMA  MILK 

may  win  £100. 

Give  DIPLOMA  MILK  a fair  trial. 

Save  the  tin  libels,  and  use  your  skill 
in  finding  PRIZE  WfNKIftG  REASONS 
lor  preferring  it  to  all  other  brands  ol 
Condensed  Milk. 


£425  253  Cash  Prizes 


A CONSOLATION  GIFT  FOR 
EVERY  COMPETITOR  who 

complies  with  the  conditions. 


DIPLOMA  MILK  is  a guaranteed 
ENGLISH  product.  It  ii  the  RICHEST 
end  BEST  of  all  Condensed  Milks,  and 

every  tin  you  buy  contributes 
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Gel  the  Competition  Pamphlet  horn 
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HOW  TO  STIMULATE  THE  NATION’S  TRADE. 


THE  ONLY  WAY. 

PUT  MONEY  INTO  THE  POCKETS  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 


C.W.S.  CHAIRMAN'S  SUGGESTION. 


WHOLESALE  “ QUARTERLY  ” : SALARY  REDUCTION 
DECISION. 


EMPLOYEES  AS  TRADE  UNIONISTS. 


PLYMOUTH  RESOLUTION  TO  STAY  ON  THE  MINUTES. 


Several  decisions  of  outstanding  import- 
ance were  registered  at  tne  general  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Wholesale  Society,  held  in 
Manchester  on  Saturday.  The  eight  divi- 
sional meetings  the  previous  week  left  the 
salaries  of  directors  and  auditors  and  the 
trade  union  membership  business  open  ques- 
tions, but  on  Saturday  the  decision  went 
against  the  directors  in  both  cases.  The 
resolution  passed  in  1919,  “ instructing  the 
directors  to  ensure  that  every  employee 
shall  be  a member  of  a trade  union,"  will, 
therefore,  remain  on  the  minutes.  The 
directors  recommended  that  as  regards  the 
principal  employees  and  their  assistants, 
the  resolution  be  suspended  for  the 
present,  and  on  Saturday  they  carried 
it  by  337  votes  to  291  votes;  but  over  the 
whole  of  the  meetings  they  were  defeated 
by  1,052  votes  to  982  votes. 

So  far  as  the  salaries  of  the  directors  and 
auditors  were  concerned,  London  Society 
moved  for  a reduction  of  15  per  cent,  and 
Liverpool  per  cent.  On  Saturday,  after 
taking  a show  of  hands,  the  Chairman 
declared  the  Liverpool  amendment  lost. 
The  votes  on  the  London  resolution  were 
counted,  and  the  result  announced  as 
follows : — For,  340;  against,  106.  Adding 
tho  votes  cast  at  the  divisional  meetings, 
the  resolution  was  adopted  by  1,192  votes 
to  509.  A , .. 

The  majority  in  favour  of  the  resolution 
from  Failsworth  relative  to  the  auditors  was 
further  increased  on  Saturday;  tho  Guild- 
ford resolution  in  favour  of  a morning  sit- 
ting was  adjourned;  whilst  the  Brauford 
resolution  regarding  employees  and  member- 
ship of  distributive  societies  was  adopted. 

The  meeting  lasted  rather  longer  than 
usual,  a good  deal  of  time  being  devoted  to 
subjects  arising  out  of  the  committee’s 
report. 

Below  we  give  a summarised  report  of  the 
proceedings.  Many  of  the  questions  asked 
were  dealt  with  at  the  divisional  meetings, 
and  others  were  overshadowed  in  importance 
by  the  resolutions  and  amendments  on  the 
agenda,  and  the  statement  made  by  the 
auditors  relative  to  the  society’s  financial 
position. 

There  were  no  new  members  to  be  ad- 
mitted. Only  on  rare  occasions  does  this 
item  drop  out  of  the  agenda. 

There  were  915  delegates  present  at  the 
mooting,  representing  279  societies  Mr.  G. 
Thorpe  (president)  occupied  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  many  of  his  colleagues  in  Man- 
chester and  representatives  from  the  Lon- 
don and  Newcastle  districts.  Auditors, 
scrutineers,  and  chief  officials  of  the  society 
wore  also  on  the  platform,  including  Mr. 
T.  Brodrick  (secretary  and  accountant)  and 
Mr.  T.  Goodwin  (bank  manager). 

The  Chairman  opened  the  proceedings  by 
referring  to  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  Woodhouse 
(director),  and  a resolution  of  sympathy 
with  the  bereaved  family  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

A Pocket  Question. 

Proceeding,  and  reviewing  the  commercial 
situation,  the  Chairman  said  one  of  the 
problems  they  had  to  face  could  be  easily 
stated,  but  not  quite  so  easily  solved.  The 
economic  situation — and -should  he  say  the 
economic  structure  of  the  world — simply  lay 
hi  the  pockets  of  the  purchasers,  and 
until  you  can  put  into  the  people's  pockets 
the  wherewithal  to  buy  goods,  trade  is 
not  going  to  revive.  (Hear,  hear.) 

As  they  were  well  aware,  1921  had  been 
one  of  tho  most  disastrous  years  ever  known 
jn  tho  commerce  of  this  country.  Losses 
had  been  simply  colossal. 

The  society,  like  other  commercial  con- 
cerns, was  finding  it  difficult  to  adjust  cost 
of  production  to  falling  markets ; but  the 
shareholders  could  take  it  for  granted  that 
tho  directors  were  looking  into  every  nook 
nnd  corner  of  the  institution  to  see  in  what 
direction  these  costs  could  be  reduced  in 
Proportion  to  the  circumstances  in  which 
the  society  found  itself  to-day.  Arising  out 
of  that,  they  were  hoping  in  the  immediate 
future  to  place  before  the  shareholders 
better  results  than  what  they  had  in  the 
balance  sheet  before  them. 

Seeking  Salvation. 

He  urged  that  committees  and  buyers  and 
be  committee  on  the  platfQrm  should  get 
Jbto  one  general' combination,  in  which  the 
Rterests  of  the  movement  should  be  studied 
°m  top  to  bottom,  and  said  that  the  out- 
Qie  of  such  a combination  could  not  fail 


to  i'3«sbore  prosperity  to  this  great  in- 
stitution and  the  movement  at  large. 

“ Let  us  be  loyal  to  our  principles  through 
this  crisis,” -he  concluded,  "and  salvation 
will  come  to  our  hand.” 

Mr.  Etobinson  (Bury)  gave  the  C.W.S. 
credit  for  the  increases  shown  in  the  6ales 
ol  one  of  the  essential  things  of  life,  but  he 
called  attention  to  the  decreases  and  losses 
in  the  printing  and  tobacco  departments, 
and  to  the  large- expense  of  £60,000  rer 
year  in  the  dining-rooms,  and  questioned 
whether  the  society  got  anything  out  oMhitj. 
He  was  glad  tho  chairman  had  Mentioned 
the  expenses.  It  was  all  right  giving  good 
wages  and  conditions  to -the  workers  it  they 
got  trade  unionist  support,  but  instead  of 
that  many  of  them  went  to  tho  cheapest 
markets.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Whittaker  (Todmorden)  inquired 
when  the  capita]  outlay,  for  which  credit 
was  taken  in  meeting  the  losses,  was 
charged  to  revenue.  He  deprecated  the 
writing  up  of  assets  as  a bad  example  which 
the  retail  societies  were  following,  and  he 
feared  there  would  be  a day  of  reckoning. 

Air.  Johnston  (Manchester)  renewed  his 
former  protest  against  the  taking  of 
money  from  the  depreciation  or  insurance 
funds.  It  was  using  these  funds  for  a par. 
pose  for  which  they  wore  not  intended.  Ho 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  other  people 
were  making  profit — one  .firm,  making  a 
profit  of  four  millions  last  year,  was  engaged 

llie  manufacture  of  an  article  in  which 
the  C.W.S.  was  engaged.  Comparing  the 
Josses  of  the  S.C.W.S.  with  those  of  the 
C-W.S.,  he  suggested  that  the  same  number 
of  directors  that  the  Scottish  Wholesale 
had  would  nearly  suffioe  for  the  C.W.S. 

Air.  Porter  (Boltbn)  congratulated  the 
committee  on  the  course  they  had  taken, 
and  disagreed  with  the  delegates  from  Tod- 
morden and  Manchester.  They  had  to  "et 
money  from  somewhere  if  interest  was  uTle 
paid— and  he  agreed  that  interest  should  bo 
paid,  lliese  funds  represented  the  savings 
-of  a series  of  years,  savings  intended  for  the 
rainy  day  that  had  come.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Jack  (Stockport)  complained  of  tho 
lack  of  details  given  in  the  report  with  re- 
ferenco  to  some  departments,  especially  the 
building,  motor  engineering,  wheelwright 
and  motor-body  building  departments. 

AU.  Smith  (Leeds)  suggested  that  the 
one-and-a-half  million  licss  should,  prefer- 
ably, have  been  carried  forward  to  next 
year.  He  was  with  those  who  deprecated 
the  writing  up  of  property. 

Tlie  Chairmen  said  lie  did  not  intend  to 
tollow  Air.  Johnston  in  regard  to  his  com- 
pansops  between  the  two  Wholesale  Socie- 
ties. It  would  be  unwise  on  his  part  to  do  so. 

Bank  SAaff. 

Mr.  Alsop  (Manchester  and  Salford)  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Lancashire  divisional  meeting  stated 
that  a graded  wage  scale  hud  been  formu- 
lated, and  would  be  posted  up  in  the  bank 
department  tho  following  weelc.  Could  ho 
be  informed  whether  this  had  been  don-3  ? 
Now  -that  the  directors  had  formula  ted- 
this  scale,  could  they  say  that  the  condi- 
tions now  obtaining  in  the  bank  department 
were  comparable  with  those  obtaining  in  the 
joint-stock  bunks,  as  was  promis>3,-l  bv  the 
chairman  of  the  finance  committee  at  the 
January  quarterly  meeting? 

Air.  Hayhurst  expressed  the  opinion  that 
when  negotiations  were  proceeding  it  was 
hardly  fair  to  raise  the  matter  at  the  quar- 
terly meeting.  ("  Hear,  hear,”  and  ques 
tion).  He  reiterated  what  he  had  said  at 
previous  meetings  that  there  was  not  a hap- 
pier set  of  lads  in  the  bonking  world  than 
theirs.  (Question.)  Well,  that.  Was  what 
they  told  him.  Only  that  week  they  had 
beeu  dealing  with  increases,  and  the  matter 
was  still  under  consideration. 

Air  Alsop  asked  Air.  Hayhurst  to  drop  his 
bign  fain  tin  nebulous  phraseology  and  get 
down  to  rock-bottam  facts. 

Air.  Hayhurst .denied  this  -‘soft  impeach- 
ment,” and  said  that  where  there  were 
grievances^  the  directors  were  doing  their 
best  to  adjust  them. 

Air.  Forber  (Bolton),  referring  to  the 
profit  of  £41,000  from  the  taa  depart- 
ment, inquired  whether  that  was  all  the 
profit  or  whether  some  of  the  profits  had 
been  used  to  meet  losses  incurred  by  the 
maturing  of  rubber  liabilities. 

Air.  Youngs  replied  that  the  profit  was 
the  C.W.S.  proportion  of  the  tea  depart- 
ment net  profit.  The  rubber  was  now  worth 
considerably  more  than  it  was  taken  at 
in  the  balance  sheet,  but  nothing  would  be 
credited  on  that  account  till  there  was  a 
sale.  _ 


Sale  of  a Mill. 

The  sale  of  the  Halifax  flour  mill  was  the 
subject  of  complaint  by  Mr.  Childe  (Bat- 
ley),  who  said  the  mill  was  prosperous 
when  worked  by  a federation  of  Yorkshire 
societies.  He  did  not  think  it  right  for 
tlm  C.W.S.  to  have  a monopoly.  ("  Oh  I ” 1 
If  they  decried  the  inland  mills  why  diet 
they  buy  Halifax?  The  despised  inland 
mills  were  showing  a profit  and  the  port 
mills  losses. 

Air.  Lander  was  sorry  to  hear  on  old  co- 
operator  say  he  was  sorry  to  see  the  C.W.S. 
getting  a monopoly  of  the  flour  mills.  Ho 
liked  a monopoly  which  let  ev«*rybodv  come 
in  and  share — ("  hear,  hear  ”) — but  he  had 
no  time  for  a close  monopoly  that  belonged 
to  the  rioh  man.  The  directors  had  not 
bought  the  Halifax  mill  as  a business  pro- 
position. “ You  made  us  do  it.”  It  was 
not  correct  to  say  that  tho  mill  was  up-to- 
date.  Concluding;  Mr.  Lander  explained 
that  efforts  were  being  made  to  find  employ- 
ment for  men  who  had  been-  for  a long 
time  at  Halifax. 

Unfounded  Rumours. 

Mrs.  AI’Ard  (Liverpool)  asked  if  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  rumour  that  the 
tobacco  factory  would  havo  to  go. 

A Beswick  delegate  sought  information 
as  to  whether  the  directors  were  about  to 
put  tho  Reddish  printing  works  on  the 
market. 

Air.  Lander  said  both  statements  were 
absolutely  untrue,  and  could  only  have 
been  put  into  circulation  by  enemies 
desirous  of  discounting  the  society’s 
position. 

Several  delegates  complained  that  while 
their  societies  wanted  to  be  loyal  to  the 
C.W.S.  there  were  certain  boots  and  shoes 
they  could  not  get,  although  they  were 
being  advertised. 

Air.  Wilkins,  for  the  board,  explained 
that  Wellingborough  factory  was  being 
reorganised.  Leeds,  ltushden,  Leicester,  and 
Heckmondwike  had  been  working  about  a 
third  of  their  time  for  the  past  nine 
months.  Following  a conference  in  Man- 
chester it  was  decided  to  start  out  again 
with  the  price  stamped  on  the  bottom  of 
the  boot,  and  the  result  was  that  thejr  have 
been  overwhelmed  with  orders,  and  Ilush- 
den  was  working  overtime,  and  they  were 
putting  all  tho  labour  they  could  get  into 
it.  That  applied  also  to  Leeds  and 
Leicester.  They  were  discussing  the 

position  in  Derby  with -the  Derby  Society. 

With  regard  ' to  the  employees  of  the 
Derby  factory,  Mr.  Lander  explained  that 
they  were  not  exactly  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  employees  at  the  Halifax  mill,  with 
regard  to  whom  the  co-operative  movement 
had  some  obligations.  Derby  had  been  a 
private  factory  before  being  taken  over  by 
the  C.W.S. 

Farms  and  “ Nutrix.” 

Losses  on  the  farms  were  referred  to  by 
Air.  Fitzgerald  (Failsworth)  and  a Stafford 
delegate,  and  Aliss  Whittle  (Liverpool),  who 
complimented  the  directors  on  tne  utility 
of  "Nutrix,"  and  thought  it  ought  to  bo 
made  clear  that  this  was  not  only  an 
infant  food,  but  was  ifseful  'for  any  mirpose 
for  which  ordinary  milk  was  used  Mr 
Fitzgerald  recognised  that  the  C.W.S.  had 
Seen  pushed  into  the  acquisition  of  land, 
but  he  wanted  an  assurance  that  there 
would  be  no  more  capital  expenditure  under 
that  head  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Youngs  gave  that  assurance,  and 
thanked  Miss  Whittle  for  her  reference  to 
“ Nutrix."  He  reminded  the  delegates 
that  1921  had  been  one  of  tho  most  disas- 
trous years  the  farming  industry  had  ex- 
perienced. Heavy  charges  had  been  in- 
curred in  tho  development  of  recently 
acquired  estates,  but  the  estates  they  had 
had  (for  some  time  showed  a clean  balance 
sheet.  The  high  charges  against  fruit, 
notably  railway  freights,  had  absorbed  a 
large  proportion  of  the  receipts. 

Auditors’  Report. 

Air.  Tetlow  (auditor),  in  giving  tlie  audi- 
tors’ certificate,  referred  to  the  method 
adopted  to  make  good  the  losses  incurred 
and  the  present  financial  position  of  the 
society.  Depreciation  had  been,  strictly  in 
accordance  with  rule,  and  subject  to  the 
decision  of  the  shareholders  some  twenty- 
three  years  ago,  that  where  a complete 
block  of  property  had  been  written  off  no 
further  depreciation  should  be  made  upon 
the  original  cost.  In  addition,  renewals  of 
plant  and  machinery  had  been  charged  to 
the  trading  results  of  the  period  in  which 
thev  took  place. 

The  wisdom  of  such  a policy  was  shown 
by  tho  strong  position  in  which  the  society 
was  to-day. 

Proceeding,  he  said  the  method  of  stock- 
taking had  been  criticised  in  the  “ Co- 
operative News.”  As  auditors,  they  did  not 
accept  responsibility  for  either  the  value  or 
volume  of  goods  in  stock,  but  all  the  stock 
sheets  were  examined  and  certificates  were 
presented  to  them  from  the  managers  of 
the  various  works,  and  every  sheet  was 
initialled  bv  the  directors,  and 

they  (the  auditors)  were  satisfied  that  the 
principle  of  taking  stock  at  the  lowest 
markot  value  on  December  24th,  1921,  had 
been  adhered  to. 

Bank's  Strong  Position. 

Air.  Tetlow  then  made  an  exhaustive 
reference  to  the  bank,  detailing  how  the 
funds  were  invested,  and  the  examination 
they  had  made  of  deeds  and  securities 
held  against  overdrafts. 

Ninety-eight  per  cent,  of  the  invest- 
ments were  redeemable  securities. 


Appreciation  had  mnde  a difference  to  the 
investments  of  at  least  £200,01)0  since  tho 
balance  sheet  was  issued.  The  investments 
were  chiefly  War  Loans  and  War  Bonds, 
and  if  held  until  maturity  they  would 
realise  more  than  £700,000  in  excess  of  tho 
value  at  which  they  stood  iu  the  society’s 
books  to-day. 

In  a reference  to  overdrafts,  he  said  he 
had  no  doubt  considerable  benefit  had  ac- 
crued to  the  societies  concerned,  and  that 
tho  overdrafts  had  helped  them  very 
materially  in  tlie  difficult  times  experienced 
during  the  pas*  twelve  months. 

The  report  and  balnuoe  sheet  were 
aoopted,  and  tlie  results  of  the  elections 
(given  last  week)  read  over  by  tlie  secretary. 

Trado  Union  Question. 

Air.  Lander,  in  moving  the  committee’s 
recommendations  relative  to  tlie  trade  union 
resolution  of  1919,  said  at  the  outset  that 
the  committee  had  done  their  best  with  this 
resolution— (a  Lady  Delegate:  "Ques- 

tion )— because  they  wanted  to  work  in 
fc  l°  £renfc  tnido  uni°11  organisa- 
countrY-  They  had  approached 
the  Parliamentary  Cominitteo  of  tho  Trade 
Liu ona  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taimng  from  them  the  best  way  of  carrying 
out  this  resolution  in  harmony  with  their 
wishes  and  in  conjunction  with  them.  Un- 
’ tiat  c°minittoo  were  not 
united,  there  were  two*  parties  there,  repre- 
sented by  the  craft  unions  and  tlie  indus- 
trial umon9. 

yours^6^^^6  Tliat  s our  fiction ; not 

Mr.  Lander : I agree ; I am  simply  try- 
ing to  give  a resume  of  what  had  'taken 
place  in  connection  with  tho  matter  and 
how  we  have  tried  to  get  this  resolution 
put  into  operation. 

Prooeedmg  he  said  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  ot  the  Trade  Unions  Congress 
had  not  been  able  to  help  them  to  any  great 
extent  Tlie  directors  had  used  every  moral 
force,  but  up  to  now  they  had  not  gone  so 
far  as  to  make  membership  of  a trade  union 
absolutely  compulsory.  As  to  future  ap- 
pointments they  were  adopting  that 
method  They  had  a lot  of  people  who  had 
™-(u*ered  good  service  for  twenty-five, 
thirty,  and  forty  years,  and  who  were  put- 
ting up  a proposition  like  this:  It  was 

never  part  of  my  engagement  when  I enmo 
here;  which,  he  added,  was  quite  true 
lliese  employees  went  on  to  say:  Is  it  right 
that  at  this  time  I should  be  compelled  to 
join  a trade  union  or  take  the  street?  Ho 
/S<N^  .^e  del®Kates  the  same  question. 
C Yes  and  "No.")  "I  say— and  I take 
the  risk  of  saying  it— tills  movement  has 
not  been  built  up  on  compulsion."  (Hear, 
hear.)  He  entered  the  movement  beenuso 
it  was  a voluntary  movement,  and  he  did  not 
think  good  trade  unionists  or  good  co-opera- 
tors oould  be  made  by  compulsion.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Conviction  was  bettor  than  couipul- 
tion. 

Air.  Lander’s  motion  was  seconded.  It 
wa-s  intimated  that  tho  Rochdale  amend- 
ment could  not  be  carried  owing  to  tho  votes 
against ^ it  at  the  divisional  meetings. 
London’s  amendment  was  moved  and 
seconded;  but  Mr.  Wall  (Woolwich)  argued 
for  tho  rejection  of  nil  three  proposals  and 
ficr  the  retention  of  the  1919  resolution. 

Tlie  Rochdale  and  London  amendments 
were  rejected.  For  the  Committee's  resolu- 
tion 337  voted  for  and  291  against;  hut  tho 
aggregate  voting  for  all  the  meetings  gnvo 
982  votes  for  and  1,052  against,  and  the 
resolution  was  therefore  lest. 

The  recommendations  to  grant  C2.000  to 
the  Russian  Famine  Fund  and  £200  to  tho 
Hnrtlepool  Disaster  Fund  were  approved 
without  objection. 

Salary  Reductions. 

A London  delegate  moved  the  15  per  cent, 
reduction  in  directors’  salaries  on  tho 
grounds  of  equity,  pointing  to  the  serious 
reductions  tho  employees  had  had  to  submit 
to  in  wages. 

Mrs.  M'Ard  (Liverpool)  moved  the  Liver- 

>ol  amendment  that  the  reduction  should 
ie  7j  per  cont. 

Chepstow’s  amendment  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  delegates  urged  the  meeting  to  vote 
against  the  reduction  in  salaries. 

Mr.  Hayhurst,  on  behalf  of  tlie  hoard, 
corroborated  the  statement  made  by  .Mr. 
T.ander  the  previous  week,  tunt  the  direc- 
tors were  out  of  pocket  cn  expense:;.  They 
were  allowed  5s.  a day ; and  on  long  railway 
journeys  they  lost  6d.  on  their  dinner  and 
had  nothing  left  for  tea.  They  were  allowed 
15s.  for  overnight  expenses,  ami  tliey  were 
sometimes  compelled  ro  pay  that  for  hod  a rd 
breakfast.  The  delegates  ought  not  to  put 
men  on  that  hoard  who  were  worth  less  than 
£L000  n year.  Tliey  wore  not  like  ether 
directors — members  of  the  C.W.S.  hoard 
had  to  devote  their  whole  lime  to  tho 
business. 

The  Liverpool  amendment  was  lo*>t.  F<  r 
the  Ixmdon  motion  3-10  voted  for  and  106 
voted  against ; the  aggregate  result  being 
that  tho  Lond  -n  motion  was  curried  by  1.192 
votes  to  509. 

The  meeting  accepted  the  Bradford  reso- 
lution “ that  the  directors  of  the  Wholesale 
Society  recommend  oil  persons  in  their 
employ  in  England  to  become  membeiH  of  a 
local  co-operative  society  if  there  is  n distri- 
butive society  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
residence.” 

Auditors’  Powers. 

Air.  Roe,  in  moving  the  Faijsworth  reso- 
lution, said  they  were  not  asking  the  dele- 
gates to  take  power  from  the  directors,  hut 
they  did  want  the  auditors  to  have  all  the 
authority  necessary  to  carry  out  their  duties 
iu  a proper  manner. 


E 


6 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


THE  NEW  ORDER. 


STATE  SOCIALISM  OR  INDUSTRIAL 
CO-OPERATION  ? 


MR.  FRED  BRAMLEY'S  VIEWS. 


Thebe  is  a good  deal  of  misconception 
amongst  co-operators  as  to  the  linp  of  demarca- 
tion between  State  Socialism  and  industrial 
co-operation.  This  is  not  surprising  seeing 
that  .it  is  a subject  which  hitherto  has  not 
received  the  attention  it  deserves  from  our 
leaders.  The  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educa- 
tional committee  were,  therefore,  well  advised 
in  selecting  this  subject  for  a conference  at 
Springfield  Hall,  Wandsworth-road,  on  Satur- 
day, and  fortunate  in  the  choice  oi  the  intro- 
ducer, Mr.  Fred  Bramley  (assistant  secretary 
to  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  General  Council), 
gave  one  of  his  luminoiis  and  convincing 
expositions  which  was  accorded  an  appreciative 
reception.  Mr.  Owen  Chalkley  (educational 
committee)  presided. 

Mr.  Bramley  explained  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  treat  indust rial-'-co-operation  and  State 
Socialism  ns  antagonistic  systems  in  the  same 
wny  that  co-operation  and  capitalism  were. 
At  municipal  and  national  ejections  there  was 
a good  deal  of  platform  exposition  which 
would  tend  to  confuse  the  thinking  listener. 
Local  candidates  attached  to  the  Labour 
Party, -the  trade  union,  and  co-operative 
movements  had  fought  the  elections  on  a 
programme  which  contained  the  suggestion 
that  the  people  should  have  municipal  milk, 
coal,  bread,  besides' water,  gas,  and  electricity 
undertakings — aiming  at  the  municipal  control 
of  important  departments  which  the  co- 
onerative  movement  was  already  developing. 
They  should  make  up  their  minds  whether 
they  wanted  municipalisation,  which  was 
citizen  control,  or  whether  they  wanted  co- 
operation, which  was  a voluntary  association 
of  a section  of  the  community  banded  together 
for  the  purpose  of  eliminating  private  trade 
in  the  interests  of  co-operative  trade.  Co- 
operation aimed  at  the  complete  elimination 
of  the  private  trader  by  developing  alternative 
businesses.  If  co-operators  confined  them- 
selves to  becoming  effective  distributive 
agents  for  capitalistic  productions,  then- 
operations  would  be  very  limited  indeed. 

Producing  for  Use. 

The  co-operator  went  further  when  he  said 
that  he  would  develop  a system  of  production 
for  use  and  npt  for  profit.  A policy  of  pro- 
duction for  use  implied  a much  greater  degree 
of  socialisation  than  was  assumed  by  co- 
operators.  They  could  not  properly  produce 
for  use  without  ascertaining  the  potential 
demands  of  the  members’  requirements. 
They  could  not  produce  for  use  if  they  wore 
-engaged  in  producing  for  a speculative  market. 

Mr.  Bramley  examined  the  proposals  of 
State  Socialists  for  abolishing  capitalism,  and 
the  suggestions  made  for  paving  compensation. 
There  was  a better  method,  he  said,  represented 
in  the  co-operative  movement.  Co-operators, 
by  establishing  alternative  businesses,  could 
abolish  the  private  traders  without  buying 
them  out.  He  looked  upon  the  co-operative 
movement  as  being  an  important  institution 
in  offering  a unique  and  indispensable  oppor- 
tunity for  giving  working  men  the  particular 
business  training  and  mental  equipment 
secured  by  the  experience  which  no  other 
institution  could  offer  them  within  the  capi- 
talist State.  Democracy  of  this  country  was 
getting  rapidly  called  upon  to  exercise  control 
of  national  interests,  and  the  nearer  they 
leichcd  that  stage  the  more  necessary  was 
it  to  have  in  their  minds  what  they  were  going 
to  do  when  the}'  obtained  control.  (Applause.) 

Better  Organisation  Needed. 

Mr.  W.  Lock  (Lambeth),  who  opened  the 
discussion,  spoke  of  the  need  of  some  central 
authority  which  would  spread-  co-operative 
societies  throughout  the  country.  A better 
system  of  organisation  was  needed  in  order  to 
enable  societies  to  compete  more  successfully 
with  multiple  shops.  Co-operator  had  failed 
to  eliminate  the  middlemen  in  dealing  with 
coal. 

An  E.T.U.  Delegate  deplored  the  servile 
attitude  which  was  displayed  towards  capi- 
t 1 sm.  He  alluded  to  the  increasing  power 
which  was  being  obtained  by  the  Federation 
rf  British  Industries.  It  was  essential  that 
the  co-operative  movement  should  get  hold 
of  the  children,  as  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society 
was  endeavouring  to  do. 

Mr.  Josenh  Reeves  (educational  secretary) 
said  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  one 
of  the  weaknesses  of  working-class  policy  was 
a lack  of  appreciation  of  the  ultimate  objective 
in  their  social  arrangements.  A study  of 
the  literature  on  the  subject  even  made  the 
solution  of  the  problem  more  conflicting.  It 
was  essential  that  they  should  get  down  deeper 
to  these  problems  instead  of  assuming  that 
everything  would  work  out  on  the  right  lines 
when  the  time  arrived. 

Mr.  C.  II.  Reynolds  (Ravnes  Park)  alluded 
to  the  apathy  of  Loudon  bn  these  questions, 
remarking  that  the  provinces  would  “ lick 
L^nlon  into  a cocked  hat.”  He  urged  the 
lntpartancc  of  developing  political  power. 

A Lambeth  Guildsman  spoke  in  appreciation 
of  the  Building  Guild,  and  its  good  effect  in 
giving  the  workers  a keener  interest  in  their 
employment. 

Mrs.  Leighton  (Woolwich)  stated  that  this 
subject  had  already  been  considered  by 
branches  of  the  Women’s  Guild.  As  regards 
the  Building  Guild,  she  considered  that  this 
had  been^n  eye-opener  as  to  the  ability  of 
the  workers  to  assume  industrial  control. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Bramley  gave  a full  and  effective 
answer  to  the  chief  points  raised,  and  at  the 
mush  he  was  cordially  thanked. 


A WELL-EARNED  REST. 



Rift.  W.  B.  STOCK  (LEICESTER) 
AGAIN  HONOURED. 

The  office  staff  of 
the  Leicester  So- 
ciety gathered  to- 
gether in  the  board 
room  at  the  Central 
Offices,  Union- 
etireet,  Leicester, 
on  Monday,  last 
week,  to  make  a 
presentation  to  the 
late  secretary  of 
the  society  (Mr.  W. 
B.  Stock). 

The  proceedings 
were  presided  over 
by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Holden  (general 
manager),  who  said 
most  people  were  aware  that,  after  twenty- 
six  years’  service,  their  esteemed  friend  and 
colleague,  Mr.  William  Broughton  Stock, 
had  retired  from  the  secretaryship  of  the 
society,  and  the  staff  of  the  office,  who  had 
worked  for  many  years  happily  and  with 
the  fullest  efficiency  under  his  direction,  now 
desired  to  express  in  some  tangible  form 
their  esteem  and  regard  for  their  late  chief. 

The  aim  and  object  of  the  board  of  man- 
agement had  always  been  to  secure  faithful 
servants,  who  would  take  a whole  life  in- 
terest in  their  work,  and  it  could  safely  be 
said  of  Mr.  Stock  that  he  had  devoted  li is 
whole  life  to  the  work  of  the  society,  which 
he  joined  as  a member  as  long  ago  as  1876. 
He  was  elected  a member  of  the  educational 
committee  thirteen  years  later,  and  after 
one  year  was  elected  its  secretary.  He  sub- 
sequently became  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  was  responsible  for  the  Saturday 
evening  concerts  which  had  been  so  success- 
ful a leature  of  the  society’s  propaganda 
for  many  years.  In  1892  he"  took  a further 
step  into  prominence  by  being  elected  one 
ol  the  auditors  of  the  society,  and  four 
years  after  that  he  was  appointed  chief 
clerk 'in  the  office.  On  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hubbard  in  1904,  he  was  promoted  to  be 
cashier,  and  in  1911  lie  was  also  appointed 
secretary. 

In  paying  their  tribute  to  the  work  of 
Mr.  Stock,  they  were  appraising  him  at  Isis 
true  worth.  On  occasions  too  numerous  to 
mention  he  had  displayed  business  acumen 
and  tactful  diplomacy  which  had  helped  the 
society  and  the  board  over  many  difficulties 
which  might  well  have  been  deemed  insur- 
mountable. He  proceeded  to  pay  tribute  to 
the  assistance  Mr.  Stock  had  received  from 
his  wife.,  and  hoped  Dame  Nature  would  deal 
gently  with  Mr.  Stock  in  his  retired  life. 
He  concluded  by  asking  Mr.  Stock  to  accept 
a handsome  china  cabinet,  which  had  been 
subscribed  for  by  every  member  of  the  office 
staff. 

Expressions  of  Esteem. 

Mr.  Bent  expressed  the  pleasure  of  the 
?r  ^ the  splendid  recovery  which 

Mr.  Stock  had  made  from  his  illness.  (Ap- 
plause.) While  Mr.  Stock  held  his  great 
responsibility  the  societv  increased  by  leaps 
and  bounds,  and  personally  lie  felt  that  lie 
had  not  made  a false  move  in  deciding  to 
take  a well-earned  rest  while  he  could. 

Messrs.  Slingsbv,  Coltmnn.  J.  H.  Goude 
(who  has  succeeded  Mr.  Stock  in  the  office 
of  secretary),  and  others  added  their 
tributes. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


Since  the  distribution  of  the  '•  Co-opera- 
tive Neks  ” has  been  put  in  the  hand9  of 
the  educational  committee  of  the  Maiden- 
head Society,  the  sales  have  been  doubled. 
The  committee  have  also  been  successful  in 
getting  a copy  placed  in  the  public  library 
news-room 

A gratifying  success  marked  the  first 
efforts-  of  the  “Elite”  Concert.  Party,  a 
newly-formed  concert  party  of  the  em- 
ployees and  members  of  the  Lowestoft 
Society,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H. 
Peters.  They  entertained  the  inmates  and 
staff  of  the  Lowestoft  Workhouse  with  a 
well-varied  programme,  which  was  much 
appreciated. 

Very  successful  propaganda  meetings 
have  been  carried  out  by  the  educational 
committee  ol'  the  Maidenhead  Society,  at 
which  co-operative  literature  lias  been  freely 
distributed,  as  well  as  .samples  of  co-opera- 
tive productions.  At  a whist  drive  held 
recently,  the  prizes  were  in  the  form  of 
vouchers,  which  had  to  be  exchanged  at  the 
society’s  shops  for  goods.  The  scheme 
proved  very  successful. 


Mr.  Phillips  (manager  of  the  Ringwood 
Society)  was  one  of  the  successful  candi- 
dates at  the  recent  District  and  Parish 
Council  elections  at  Ringwood.  His  new 
office  also  carries  with  it  a seat  on  the  Board 
ol  Guardians. 


Many  co-operntors  will  be  amongst  the 
spectators  at  a football  match  on  Good 
Friday  at  the  Tufnell  Park  ground.  The 
contesting  teams  are  Manchester  and  dis- 
trict railwnymen  and  London  railwaymen. 
Mr.  J.  Marchbank  (president  of  the 
N.U.R.)  will  kick  off  at  11  a.m.  There 
should  be  a “ bumper  gate,”  seeing  that 
the  proceeds  are  to  be  devoted  to  the  funds 
of  the  first  Labour  hospital,  Golder's 
Green,  N.W. 


Mr.  Adsett  (London  representative  of 
the  “ Co-operative  News  ”)  on  Thursday 
last  week  addressed  the  Norbury  Labour 
Party  on  “The  Talking  Shop.” 

Good  progress  is  being  made  by  the 
Workers’  Truvel  Association.  It  is  hoped 
to  carry  through  this  year  trips  to  Bruges, 
Paris,  Germany,  Austria,  and  Ober-Ammer- 
gau.  Mr.  Harry  Gosling  is  the  chairman, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Mallon  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Cecil 
Rogerson  the  secretary.  Details  can  be 
obtained  from  the  secretary  at  Toynbee 
Hall,  London,  E. 

Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd,  secretary  to  the 
.Southern  Sectional  Board,  on  Monday  even- 
ing addressed  a concert-meeting  at  New- 
port, Isle  of  Wight,  and  oil  Tuesday  a 
similar  gathering  at  Cowes.  Mr.  E.‘  L. 
Warrior’s  concert-party  provided  the  musi- 
cal programmes. 

Tho  bakery  staff  of  the  Oxford  Society 
last  year  contributed  £23  15s.  4d.,  to  the 
Radeliffe  Infirmary. 

Members  of  the  Oxford  Society  saved 
£4,400  by  means  of  the  saving  stamps  dub 
last  year. 

‘‘  Do  you  believe  in  co-operation?  If  you 
answer  in  the  affirmative  then  act  up  to 
your  creed.  Act  up  to  it  with  your  soul ; 
act  up  to  it  with  your  voice ; act  up  to  it 
with  your  capital ; act  up  to  it  with  your 
purchases.  Let  this  time  of  stress  be  a time 
of  high  endeavour;  no  half-and-half  affair; 
no  luke-warmness ; but  with  a note  of  con- 
fidence in  the  future.  Nothing  is  lost  till 
hope  is  lost.” — Mr.  H.  Roper  (president  of 
the  Portsea  Island  Society). 


Mr.  Stock,  m lus  reply,  said  he  had 
a ways  endeavoured  to  act  towards  the  em- 
ployees who  were  in  his  charge  as  “ I would 
be  done  to  myself.”  (Applause.)  He  was 
glad  to  say  there  had  always  been  kindly 
feelings  between  all  of  them. 


Collecting  boxes  have  been  put  in  the 
branch  stores  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society 
for  the  Russian  Famine  Fund. 

The  Reigate  Society’s  employees  were 
entertained  by  the  management  committee 
at  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Redliill,  on  Wed- 
nesday, April  6tli. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 

Cambridge.— About  200  members  attended 
the  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held  in  the 
society’s  hall,  Burleigji-street,  on  April  4th. 
The  president  (Mr.  G.  R.  Meaden)  was  in 
the  chair.  The  report  showed  cash  sales  for 
the  thirteen  weeks  of  £77,600,  as  against 
£88,685  a year  ago,  tile  average  weekly  sales 
having  been  £860  7s.  6d.  less,  or  12.5  per 
cent.  It  was  pointed  out  that  prices  had 
declined  by  23.4  per  cent.,  and  if  they  had 
remained  at  last  year's  level,  an  increase  of 
£962  per  week  would  have  Wen  shown.  The 
result  was  a very  satisfactory  one.  especially 
in  view  of  the  reduced  wages  and  lessened 
spending  power  of  the  members.  The  trade 
from  the  Oakeries  showed  a substantial  in- 
crease. The  membership  at  the  close  of  the 
quarter  was  11.321.  The  constitution  of 
the  local  council  of  the  Co-operative  Party 
was  amended  by  the  decision  to  appoint  two 
employees  on  the  council  in  future.  The 
following  resolution  from  the  local  council 
of  the  Co-operative  Party  was  approved  : — 
“ That  the  sum  of  £100  be  transferred  from 
tho  Contingent  Fund  to  the  Co-operative 
Representation  Fund.”  Several  subscrip- 
tions were  approved,  including  Southern  Co- 
operative Convalescent  Fund,  £10;  em- 
ployees’ annual  outing,  £80;  and  Russian 
Famine  Relief  Fund.  £25.  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  that  a dividend 
of  Is.  2d.  in  the  pound  be  made  on  mem- 
bers’ purchases  for  the  quarter  was 
approved. 


“ Once  again  I have  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  as  this 
month’s  * Millgate.’  ” — A literary  and 
educational  authority.  *. 


Mr.  R.  R.  Wale  lias  been  re-appointed 
chairman  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Socictv's 
general  committee  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months.  Mr.  C.  H.  Grinling  has  been 
elected  chairman  of  the  Political  Purposes 
Committee. 


WOOLWICH  JUNIOR  CHOIR 

PERFORMANCES. 

At  the  Charlton  Assembly  Rooms  the 
Woolwich  Junior  Co-operative  Choir  recently 
performed  “ May  - Day  - in  - Welladay,”  an 
operetta  in  three  acts,  written  by  W.  Smyth 
Cooper ; Mr.  J.  Hines  conducting.  The 
children  sang  exceptionally  well,  and  the 
operetta  was  thoroughly  appreciated.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  no  scenery  was  available, 
the  artistic  dresses  enabled  the  audience  to 
have  quite  a clear  conception  of  the  scenes 
depicted.  Mr.  Hines  had  the  children  under 
complete  control  the  whole  of  the  time,  and 
the  solo  work,  as  well  as  the  choruses,  were 
rendered  in  good  style.  During  the  interval, 
with  Alderman  Mrs.  Kelly  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
F.  L.  Birch  gave  a short  address. 

The  Erith  Junior  Co-operative  Choir  per- 
formed “ Princess  Chrysanthemum,”  a 
Japanese  operetta  in  three  acts,  by  C.  King 
Proctor,  at  the  A.S.E.  Institute,  Erith,  a few 
days  ago.  The  audience  of  400,  with  a very 
liberal  sprinkling  of  children,  listened  in  rapt 
attention  to  the  admirable  performance.  Tne 
A.S.E  Institute  is  suited  lor  such  a perfor- 
mance, for  the  stage  is  quite  up-to-date  with 
respect  to  lighting  and  scenic  effects.  The 
dresses  of  the  children  harmonised  with  the 
scenc-s ; and  the  whole  performance,  artisti- 
cally and  musically,  was  a great  credit  to  the 
conductor  (Mr.  W.  H.  Boon),  also  to  Mrs. 
Humphries,  who  was  largely  responsible  for 
the  dresses. 
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PROMISING  CAREER 
CUT  SHORT. 

THE  LATE  MR.  O.  T.  HOPKINS. 

AN  APPRECIATION. 

Until  recently, 
the  late  Mr.  0.  T. 
Hopkins,  whoso 
death  was  re- 
recorded  in 
week’s  *'  Co-opera* 
tive  News,”  wag 
known  to  com* 
para  lively  few 
co-operator.  a 
man  of  quiet  and 
reserved  disposi- 
tion, ho  did  not 
court  publicity, 

The  Late  Mr.Hoi‘kins.  being  well  content 
to  do  his  work  and 
to  let  the  quality  of  that  work  testify  to  his 
industry  and  personal  worth.  Although  ho 
never  pretended  to  be  a teacher,  Hopkins 
was  well  able  to  teach  what  he  knew  ; and 
students  who  attended  his* lectures  soon  tlis- 
covered  that  he  had  something  new  and 
original  to  tell  them. 

Notwithstanding  his  quiet  nature  and  rather 
shy  ways,  Hopkins  was  by  no  means  unam- 
bitious. Within  his  breast  the  fires  uf 
timate  ambition  burned  with  a steady  flame. 
As  a very  young  man,  he  commenced  to  study 
the  industrial  history  of  South  JVales.  Later,  ho 
hoped  some  day  to  write  a full  account  of 
Chartism,  in  Wales.  With  this  end  in  view 
he  collected  a mass  of  information,  some  of 
which  he  used  recently  when  he  lectured  beforo 
the  Welsh  Society  in  Manchester.  But  his 
chief  ambition  was  to  secure  the  degree  of 
B.Coin.,  granted  by  the  Manchester  University. 
In  the  pui-suit  of  this  last  ambition  lie  possibly 
overtaxed  his  energies,  and  so  hastened  his 
end. 

Good  tempered  and  obliging,  kind  nnd 
generous,  Hopkins  was  a fine  example  of  tho 
best  type  of  Welsh  co-opcrator.  A nationalist 
to  the  backbone,  his  heart  was  in  Wales,  even 
when  he  dwelt  in  Manchester.  In  that  city 
he  never  was  at  home.  Only  a few  days  beforo 
his  death  he  said  to  a friend,  “ I cannot  livO 
away  from  my  native  hills.”  That  statement 
was  unfortunately  true.  To-day,  he  sleeps 
in  the  shadow  of  the  mountains  lip  loved  as 
a boy — far  from  Manchester,  and  the  colleagues 
who  knew  and  esteemed  him  well,  T.  W.  M* 


TEACHING  HINTS. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  educational 
committee  of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society, 
Mr.  D.  Mason  (educational  secretary)  de- 
livered a lecture  on  “The  Mcfh.nL  of 
Teaching,”  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  on 
Friday  last  week.  Mr.  J.  H Carr  presided* 

.Mr.  Mason  pointed  out  the  notes. -i'y  lor 
continuity  in  education,  and  t!:o  pa  it  which 
parents  and  teachers  should  play  towards 
the  end  of  making  the  children  worthy 
citizens.  For  young  children,  all  teaching 
must  take  a concrete  shape,  and  tbj  ti  lling 
of  stories,  simply  yet  dramatically • hail I a 
great  influence  on  the  child  mind  Tim 
sympathy  of  the  child  had  to  be  won  by  love 
and  pxample.  Hie  lecturer  tihen  gave  a 
model  les«-o!i  on  “Self.”  illustrated  "H  tho 
blackboard.  Tho  meeting  vns  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  both  adults  and  children. 


MUSICAL  MATTERS. 

A veritable  musical  treat  wa?  afforded 
by  the  Royal  Arsenal  Societv  L oclu' •'» n.iinl 
deportment  at  a concert  given  in  the  •[)""«- 
field  Hall,  Wnndsn  orth-rond . S.W., 

Saturday  evening.  In  the  first  part  • 
meritorious  performance  of  Mr.  *Vr';, 
Fletcher’s  choral  fantasia  on  “ Lohengrin 
was  given  by  the  Royal  Arsenal 
prize  choir,  with  Mis-*  Dorothy  A nd;  ’ "'l 
and  Mr.  Fred  Holt  as  soloists.  In  a-  ‘h  l''"; 


miscellaneous  selections  were  give 
choir  and  Miss  Lilian  Lord,  Mt'-i 
Bennett,  and  J.  Pearson. 


bv  the 
Edward 


another  good  service. 


’o-OPERATOR  No.  1.”  the  co-opera 
■at  stationed  at  Cullen  oat*.  ‘ ^ 

seful  work.  Recently  two  coble* 
iur  for  crab  fishing  about  9 a.m.  . 
overtaken  by  heavy  snow  showe  - - ^ 
le  from  the  north-east,  whim  • 
ea  to  break  heavily  on  the  bar 
p.m.  tbe  cobles  endeavoured  t<  ret 
node  the  harbour  safely,  but  t*'*  j rl„t 
••  Nellie  Mavis  ’—found  she  • « 1 uj 
the  bar.  The  lifeboat  was  a 
e assistance  of  the  coble  at  UrW  \ 
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Chapter  XII. — A Stricken  Priest. 
After  Dick  Trent  had  staggered  away, 
Aubrey  Attercliffe  stood  for  some  seconds 
irresolute  and  bewildered.  He  had  passed 
through  so  many  emotions  during  a brief 
space  of  time  that  ho  found  some  diffi- 
culty iu  collecting  his  thoughts  for  the 
purpose  of  rational  thinking.  Suddenly 
he  remembered  that  it  had  been  bis  inten- 
tion to  call  at  the  vicarage  to  inquire  as 
to  the  ..health  of  his  friend,  Julius 
Carshalton. 

Thither  he  hurried,  and  was  received  by 
the  clergyman’s  housekeeper,  Mrs.  Crane, 
an  elderly  lady  of  gentle  manners  and 
evident  refinement.  • 

“ He  is  a little  better,  perhaps,”  she 
said,  in  answer  to  Aubrey’s  eager  query. 
“But  he’s  terribly  altered.” 

“ I am  deeply  grieved,  Mrs.  Crane.  But 
I cannot  say  that  I am  surprised.  I have 
long  been  afraid  of  a breakdown.  He  has 
been  doing  the  uffrk  of  three  men.  Ovei^ 
and  over  again  I have  told  him  that  lie 
was  committing  slow  suicide.  But  you  say 
ho  is  better.” 

“ A little,  perhaps,  though  I am  not  at 
all  sure.  He’s  not  in  bed,  and  he  walks 
about  in  the  garden.  But  lie's  dreadfully 
changed.  He  has  been  thin  and  haggard 
for  some  time  past,  but  his  cheeks  are 
much  whiter  now.  Then  the  few  silver 
threads  in  his  hair  have  so  multiplied  that 
at  little  distance  it  seems  quite  grey.  In 
short,  he  looks  twenty  yearn  older.”  s 
“All  this  in  the  course  of  a few  days?” 

11  All,  sir,  it  is  not  exactly  a question 
of  a few  days.  Will  you  forgive  me  if  I 
toll  you  what  I believe  to  be  the  veal  truth 
of  the  matter?” 

“Forgive  you,  Mrs.  Crane?  However 
can  I have  anything  to  forgive  in  the  case? 

Do  plea.se  tell  mo  what  is  in  your  mind.” 
“Well,  sir,  I — I lielieve  that — that  it’s 
the — the  murder  of  Miss  Muriel  that  has 
Worked  the  change  in  him.” 

Aubrey  shivered,  and  was  «*ftsc-ious  of  a 
sting  of  something-like  self-reproach.  He 
knew  that  the  terrible  tragedy  had  not 
touched  him  in  this  way;  that  it  had  not 
whitened  his  hair  or  his  cheeks.  Yet  he 
had  loved  his  sister  with  a devotion  rare  in 
in  brothers.  Why  should  Julius  Carshal- 
ton be  more  stricken  than  lie? 

And  then,  as  lie  asked  himself  the  ques- 
tion, there  came  an  answer  that  set  every 
nerve  within  him  thrilling  with  sympathy 
for  the  stricken  priest.  But  Before  he 
could  frame  comment  or  question  Mrs. 
Crane  went  on  hurriedly. 

, " Yes,  sir,  it’s  that — that  chiefly,  thougjh 
it  s all  true  what  you  6,ay  about  his  com- 
mitting slow  suicide  by  trying  to  do  the 
work  of  three  men.  Oh,  sir,  can’t  .you 
guess  what  is  in  my  mind  about  him ‘and 
Miss  Muriel?” 

I think  I can,  Mrs.  Crane,”  replied 
Aubrey  sadly,  ••  though  it  never  occurred 
to  mo  before.  You  mean  that  lie  was 
attached  to  my  sister  in  a way-well,  as 
men  do  get  attached  to  women.” 
in  „ e8,  — ' lie  ’Pve<*  her— worshipped  her 
an,l  VL  Tni0IJ-  11  \vas  a 6<*ret  passion, 
l“Vn  Is  the  strongest.  I think 

ielt  ashamed  of  it.” 

' quickly  ,quari6d  ‘h®,  young  man 

nil.  , 'V,lat  reason  had  he  to  be 
a .“mod  of  an  honourable  love?” 

Bishmo  selfis}l>  sir,  and  incon- 

U with  his  calling.  He  considered  that 
wiv.  love  which  was  innocent  and  honour- 
o among,  the  laity  was  neither  in  an 
ordained  priest  of  the  Church.” 
in  tK  V yes  -1  remeraber  that  he  lias  talked 
acren  t-  !ir“.1"  10  ?°’  but  1 could  never 
r.Le  r'.'.  1 him.  Can  I see  him,  Mrs. 


oEu  TEp  Stffifie  dfDpp^cfprie,* 
i/  o zr  Poicefu i n Romance  " efc. 


“ It’s  a collapse.  But  I am  fighting 
against  it,  fighting  hard.  I shall  win.  r 
must.  foA  my  work  is  not  done.” 

“ That’s  where  the  misoliief  comes  in  mv 
friend.  Work,  work,  work  I Man  is  not 
born  for  Work  alone.” 

“ True,  but  some  are  called  to  it,  and 
must  think  of  naught  else.  Ah,  me ! I 
am  dead  tired.  I want  rest.  God  knows 
I want  it.  But  to  get  that  rest  I must 
relinquish  the  work  for  which  I have  made 
myself  responsible.” 

. “ What  of  that?”  urged  Aubrey.  “ It 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  you  should  lay 
aside  your  work  for  a time.  You  must  lie 
selfish  in  order  to  be  unselfish.  Besides, 
life  should  have  many  jovs  in  store  for 
you.” 

“ Don’t  mock  me,”  cried  the  priest  with 
some  passion. 

“Heaven  forbid!”  rejoined  Aubrey  with 
fervour.  Then  he  gripped  his  friend’s  hand 
again,  and  said  with  intense  feeling : 
“Carshalton,  I understand.  I know  vour 
secret.” 

Tho  priest  dropped  heavily  on  to  his 
chair  and  stared  up  into  his  visitor’s  face 
with  mouth  agape. 

“My  secret?”  lie  gurgled  thickly. 

“Yes,  and  I am  to  blame  for  not  dis- 
covering it  before.  It  might  have  averted 
the  tragedy  of  our  lives.  I have  just  dis- 
covered that'  you  loved  her — Muriel,  my 
poor  sister.  I am  not  wrong,  am  I?” 

The  priest  answered  with  a slow  shake 
of  the  head,  and  a long,  shuddering  sigh, 
after  which  he  bent  his  head  *and  covered 
his  face  with  his  bauds. 

“ Believe  mo,  Carshalton,”  went  on  the 
young  man,  earnestly,  “ that  I suffer  with 
you  in  vour  sorrow.  My  poor  fellow,  her 
awful  death  must  have  been  indeed  a 
frightful  thing  to  you  !” 

A groan  was  the  only  reply  to  this,  and 
Aubrey  felt  as  though  a strange  thing  had 
happened,  namely,  that  he,  the  brother  of 
the  girl,  was  not  the  chief  mourner,  that 
lie  must  relinquish  that  post  to  this  man, 
the  stricken  lover.  Certainly  the  priest’s 
agony  transcended  his  own. 

Human  nature  is  a complex  thing.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  Muriel  was  still 
unburied,  Aubrey  felt  that  his  own  pain 
was  lightened.  He  censured  himself  at 
the  discovery,  but  that. made  no  difference. 
The  agony  of  Julius  Carshalton  not  only 
awed  him,  but  made  his  own  burden  tho 
less. 

“ Carehaltonl”  he  said  at  last,  “ I never 
knew — r never  dreamed  that  you  loved 
her.  I am  appalled  at  the  havoc  wrought 
m you.  I do  not  know  what  words  of 
comfort  to  use.  God  help  you!” 

“I  would  that  I could  repeat  that 
prayer,”  murmured  the  other.  •*  But  I 
cannot ; I dare  not.” 

“ Why  not,  my  friend?  There  was  no 
sin  m loving  my  sister.” 

“ Weakness  is  sin,”  came  the  low  reply 
“at  least  in  a priest  of  God’s  Church.”' 
.“.We  are  men,  whatever  our  calling,” 
rejoined  Aubrey  firmly.  “ Every  human 
Ampiuls?  is  not  a thinS  be  ashamed  of. 
And  the  great  master-passion  cannot  and 
ought  not  to  be  unnaturally  subdued.  In 
such  cases  Nature  often  works  her  own 
revenge.  Passions  thus  held  down  often 
blaze  up  with  tremendous  energy  and  lay 
the  very  heart  in  ashes.” 

Carshalton  sprang  to  his  feet,  with  a 
hectic  spot  glowing  in  each  of  his  white 
cheeks. 


Crane? 

Itudy  ”*  y°S’  Sir‘  He  quit<!  110,16  in  bJ's 

She  lea  the  visitor  at  ouco  .to  the  study 

•tlie  nrihV'  'veil-1,Sllt6<1  room  overlooking 
pretty  grounds. 

frieml  i!1US,  ('arshalton  rose  to  greet  his 
koSS  ‘if  “W  at  once  that  the 

in  not  exaggerated  the  case 

v describing  the  change  that 


had 


"rough t 


few  days 


ante  rir“'  *“  J*1®,  clergyman’*  nppear- 
ne  seemed  almost  decrepit  as  he 


Stood  ueueuii  us  ne 

PreeainM  t y and  with  one  hand 

table  ® heavily  npou  the  leather-topped 

the  SrtSj'W’  _,cri<id  Atlbrey.  gripping 
‘hacked  it"*, ) " 1 nm  Srler«>.  nay. 

hutae  cCh“,nge  m >°'J-  are 

'livc.,eA"Oet|  01  "hat  you  were  a few 

the"  1 "'”s  se"°“s'y 

inunt3tSSf'°V  ?f  sl!>uiders  prerented  an 
thwi  ad  ”ply  froul  the,  priest.  But  when 
his  pnlmhl£C*Ye^’i-an<*,  10  Iad  moistened 
Voic«;!£.  b * dry  ^P®!  1,e  replied  in  a low 


• Why  do  you  say  that  to  me?”  ho 
cried.  “ Do  I not  know  it?  At  the  present 
moment  my  heart  is  but  a cinder.  For 
God's  sake  don’t  drive  me  mad!” 

He  paced  the  room  with  furious  strides 
ins  hands  pressed  tightly  to  his  forehead, 
and  his  eyes  staring  at  the  carpet. 

Aubrey  began  to  get  alarmed.  Every 
word  he  said  to  soothe  this  distraught 
man  seemed  like  throwing  oil  on  fire.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  say  something,  so  he 
had  recourse  to  the  only  thing  that  would 
be  likely  to  bring  the  patient  back  to 
reason  and  calmness.  r and  appeal  to  bis 
religious  sense  and  his  responsibilities. 

“ Carshalton,  my  dear  friend,  calm 
yourself  if  possible.  You  are  a strong 
man,  as  well  as  a good  one.  Remember 
your  faith,  your  religion,  your  Church 
your  people!" 

The  appeal  was  instantly  successful 
The  priest  stopped  abruptly,  and,  facing 
Aubrey,  said : — 

“Thanks,  Attercliffe,  thanks.  Mv 
people!  I must  think  of  them.  What 
matter  individual  sorrows,  however  agonis- 
ing, when  the  present  or  future  condition 
of  a community  is  at  stake.  It  is  that 
thought  which  has  kept  me  sane,  or  par- 
tially sane,  during  these  Last  few  days 
Strong  I will  be;  strong  I must  be.  The 
flesh  shall  not  conquer  me,  neither  shall 
the  spirit.  For  the  spirit  is  sometimes  as 
selfish  ns  the  flesh.  It  pleads  for  mental 
sloth.  It  calls  mere  Drain  rest,  peace. 
But  peace  comes  only  with  dutv  faithfully 
performed.  Attercliffe,  I have 'conquered. 

I am  calm.  I have  resolved.  Don't  pity 
me,  my  dear  fellow.  It's  a waste  of  good 


impulse.  I wbuld  bq  grateful  for  yonr 
sympathy.  But  gratitude  is  an  emotion, 
and  if  I am  to  be  strong  I mustn’t  be 
emotional." 

Aubrey  was  bewildered,  and  a trifle 
cmUed.  He  hardly  kpew  what  to  say  jar 
do.  The  chief  reason  for  his  visit  had 
been  his  anxiety  concerning  his  friend’s 
health.  But  it  had  also  been  his  inten- 
tion, had  be  found  Carshalton  well  enough, 
to  confide  in  him  fully  and  ask  his  advice. 

But  his  calculations  had  all  been  over- 
thrown, not  only  by  Mrs.  Crane’s  revela- 
tion, but  by  the  bewildering  succession  of 
moods  through  which  his  friend  had  passed, 
and  his  curious  demeanour  now.  So, 
silent  and  disappointed,  h©  made  a move- 
ment as  of  intending  departure,  at  which 
Carshalton  queried  : — 

“ Must  you  go?” 

“ Yes,  I — I think  so.  You  are  not  well 
enough  to  receive^visitors.” 

“ Nonsense,  Attercliffe'!  I am  well 
enough  to  receive  any  amount.  Your 
coming  has  roused  me  out  of  myself.  Ah, 
that’s  it!  Self,  self,  self!  One  can  never 
be  strong  while  one  is  a slave  to  self.  So 
you  have  done  me  a great  service  by 
coming,  and  I wish  I could  return  the 
.obligation.  Can  I,  my  dear  fellow?” 

After  a moment’s'  hesitation,  Aubrey 
said,  haltingly:  — 

“ Well,  I confess  I did  come  liere  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  your  advioe — that  is,  if  I 
had  found  you  in  a fit  state  to  give  it.” 
“Oh,  I am  fit,  very  fit,  as  fit  as  I ever 
shall  l>e.  In  what  do  you  wish  me  to  advise 
you?” 

“ In  the  one  matter  that  occupies  our 
thoughts  at  tho  moment,  Carshalton.  Dare 
I speak  of  it  again?” 

The  priest's  faoe  grew  stern,  but  he 
answered  with  perfect  composure:  — 

“ Of  course  we  must  talk  of  it.  I know 
but  little  of  what  has  passed  sinoe — since 
the  night  of  the  tragedy.  The  inquest  has 
been  held  to-day,  has  it  not?” 

“ \es,  and  I want  to  talk  to  you  about 
it.” 

With  this  Aubrey  narrated  tho  events 
already  set  down,  watching  the  faoe  of  his 
friend  eagerly  as  lie  did  so.  But  the  face 
was  inscrutable.  Not  the  faintest  change  of 
expression  took  place  during  the  narration, 
and  at  the  end  Aubrey  felt  as  if  an  invisible 
something  had  come  between  them  which 
would  for  ever  keep  them  apart.  He 
scarcely  knew  why  he  felt  like  this,  hut  the 
feeling  was  strong  enough  to  prompt  him  to 
say : — 

“ Carshalton,  perhaps  I had  better  go. 

I don't  think  we— er — quite  understand  one 
another.” 

A wan  and  weary  smile  flickered  around 
the  mouth  of  the  priest  as  ho  answered, 
mournfully : — 

“ Does  that  matter  so  much,  my  friend? 
How  often  do  two  human  beings  really  under- 
stand one  another  ? No  confidenoe  is  ever 
complete  enough  for  that.  Come,  let  us 
talk,  freely,  but  not  confidentially.  Please 
forgive  me,  even  if  you  do  not  understand 
me.” 

“I  think  I understand,”  said  Aubrey, 
gently.  “ You  can  only  bear  your  pain  by 
trampling  on  your  heart.” 

“ Well  expressed,  my  friend.  Well,  now 
lc.  us  taik^  like  rational,  if  not  human, 
You  seem  quite,  oonvinoed  that 


beings.  

Miss  Loferier  is  the 
Here  the  chair-back,  which,  he  was  grip- 
ping with  his  right  hand— the  piece  of  fur- 
niture was  of  light  and  fragile  make- 
snapped,  and  tlie  chair  collapsed  But  be- 
yond a sudden  knitting  of  the  brows  and 
an  impatient  flash  from  his  eyes,  Carshal- 
ton took  no  notice  of  the  incident. 

“ Is  the  murderess.” 

“No  other  supposition  is  tenable,”  said 
Aubrey  who  had  been  a little  startled  at 
the  collapse  of  the  chair  beneath  the  pres- 
sure of  a man  so  enfeebled  by  illness  as  the 
vicar, 

“ I cannot  agree  with  you.”  said  the  latter 
meditatively.  “To  me  it  seems  that  there 
is  as  much  reason  to  suspect  Horace  Des- 
pard.  And  both  may  be  innocent.” 

How  can  you  say  that?”  cried  Aubrey 
with  some  passion.  “ To  nie  it  is  all  most 
horribly  clear.  I would  to  God  it  were  not 


“ You  mean  that? 
‘Why' 


demanded  the  priest. 

' Can  you  ask  me?  Is  it  not  my  first  duty 
to  avenge  my  sister’s  murder?” 

“Avenge?”  echoed  the  clergyman. 

* vengeanoe  is  mine,’  saith  ” 

“I  know,  I know,”  interrupted  the  visitor 
with  feverish  impatience.  “You,  a holy 
man,  must  say  that.  But  the  law  doth  not 
say  it.” 

“ You  spoke  of  vengeanoe.  The  law,  the 
English  law  at  any  rate,  seeks  not  ven- 
geanoe. Justice  is  not  vengeanoe.” 

“ Why  quibble  over  words?  Justice  let 
it  be.  I say  it  is. horribly  clear  to  me  that 
this  girl  savagely  slew  my  sister,  and  that 
it  is  my  first  duty  to  see  that  justice  is 
done.” 

“ Vengeanoe  is  of  the  devil,  law  is  of  man 
but  justice  is  of  God.” 

“ Platitudes.  Carshalton,  platitudes.  For- 
give me.  I am  a sinner,  and  cannot  enter 
into  the  feelings  of  a saint.  Ah ! me.  I 
know  not  what  to  do.” 

He  wrung  his  hands  in  pain  and  passion 
as  he  strode  up  and  down  the  room  in  his 
turn. 

Julius  Carshalton  leaned  against  the  man- 
telpiece. watching  him  intently,  but  for  a 
while  not  intervening  by  speech  or  move- 
ment. Suddenly,  however,  he  stepped  for- 
ward. taught  his  friend  by  the  shoulders, 
and  looking  him  straight  in  the  face,  said’ 
with  intense  solemnity:  — 

“ Forbear,  my  friend,  forbear!  Pile  not 
tragedy  upon  tragedy,  and  call  it  justice. 
For  your  soul’s  sake,  I say,  forbear!” 

[to  be  continued.] 
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ILLUSTRATION  FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

[From  a Correspondent.] 
m.SS1  Aln<?  »tl10  e?.tr.T  of  t,le  co-operative 

KTf  ?£  ,,lto  politics  there  has  been  n 
Shi*  Ce-operative  Political  Council  i„ 
Sheffield,  ;l,ld  it  has  carried  on  such  effective 
propaganda  work  that  the  local  capitalist 

never  misses  an  opportunity  of 
attacking  it.  The  present  writer  lias 'a  file 
newspaper  cuttings  showing, 
retll  t K'  Jn,fPt,0»  of  tlie  party  down 
to  the  present  time,  both  the  Sheffield 
papers  have  consistently  misrepresented 
the  aims  of  the  party,  and  never  given 
prominence  to  the  principles  and  activities 
ot  the  movement. 

The  significant  features  of  these  attacks 

Vf  'u  a!~  mVst  Went  when  the 
election  of  directors  is  about  to  take  place, 
and  here  is  always  plenty  of  space  allocated 
to  the  topic  when  co-opcmtivo  candidates 
ore  in  the  held  against  private  traders, 
lawyers,  and  vested  interests  (generally,  oii 
government  and  administrative  bodies. 
i\  lien,  however,  the  greatest  exhibition  that 
lias  ever  been  held  in  Sheffield  was  dinning 
crowds  of  interested  sightseers,  when  a fine 
spectacular  procession  of  nearly  one  hundred 
vehicles  illustrating  different  co-operative 
'.'W  creating  quite  a wnsation; 
2?!?,  7®,  Brightside  and  Carbrook  Society 
startled  the  private  traders  of  Sheffield  anti 
awakened  the  whole  of  the  people  with  their 
great  jubilee  pageant;  and  u lien— as  lias 
happened  dozens  of  times—  the  society  lmi 
provided  delightful  processions  and  fiold- 
ilays  lor  tens  of  thousands  of  Sheffield 
children,  one  has  had  to  search,  and  search, 
and  search  in  these  same  papers  for  a mere 
passing  reference. 

The  sum  spent  „„  political  action  is 
magnified  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  actual 
amount,  and  such  work  as  voluntary  can- 
vassing, distribution,  visits  to  trade  union 
branches  (over  eighty  of  these  have  been 
visited  m Sheffield  relative  to  C.W.S 
banking,  Ac.),  the  holding  of  hundreds  of 
propaganda .meetings,  the  establishment  of 
Men  s and  Women's  Guilds,  the  merely  com- 
mercial value  ofo representation,  the  training 
ot  co-operative  propagandists,  the  running 
of  educational  classes,  the  organising  of  the 
co-operative  vote,  registration  work,  the 
card  indexing  and  classifying  of  members 
mto  geographical  qreas  for  trading  and  pro- 
paganda purposes,  the  stimulating  ol 
interest  amongst  the  rank  and  file,  and  the 
cumulative  effect  of  all  these  things  upon 
the  development  of  the  movement  are  calmly 
ignored  Moreover,  the  “ oo-polifciciau  ” is 
invariably  represented  as  a person  out  to 
disrupt  the  movement,”  to  “sow  dissen- 
sion, and  so  on. 

The  moral  of  the  story  is  that  \rd  must 
nave  a fecal  press  of  our  own,  which  is 
precisely  what  we  are  going  to  have  before 
tlie  present  month  is  out.  The  “ Sheffield 
Co-operator  ’ mil  bo  issued  undbr  the 
auspices  of  the  party,  and  printed  by  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society' 
with  a guaranteed  circulation  of  dO  000 
copies.  1 

We  congratulate  our  friends  at  Cardiff  on 
their  efforts  to  push  co-operative  literature 
In  order  to  facilitate  the  circulation  of  the 
News,  the  educational  committee  have 
made  arrangemente  to  have  it  delivered  at 
members’  houses  weekly.  We  are  glad  to 
note  also  that  “ the  children  are  deeply  in- 
terested in  their  paper,  ‘ Our  Circle,'’  and 
members  will  be  glad  to  know  tliat  there  is 
a monthly  order  for  some  fifteen  dozen  none 
of  which  are  left  over,  and  tluit  the  sale  is 
increasing.” 


By 

Appointment 


H.M.  the  King, 


Let  its 

Reputation  Decide 

Two  generations  of  British  housewives 
have  been  brought  up  in  the  belief  that 
Nestl6’s  Milk  is  the  leading  brand  of 
Condensed  Milk.  They  have  never  ex- 
pected, they  have  never  wanted  better 
milk— they  have  realised  that  better 
milk  is  not  possible.  In  daily  use  for  over 
50  yeara.its  quality  has  toLd  its  own  tale,- 
and  confidence  in  its  purity  has  never 
wavered.  Don’t  take  risks — let  the 
reputation  of  Nestis’s  bt/  your  guide. 

NESTLES 

MILK 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

Imitations  never  satisfy; 
demand  Nestled— always. 

NESTLE’S. 

6 8.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 
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Published  at  2s.  6d. 

The  few  remaining  copies  will  he  sent  post  free,  2s., 
on  early  remittance  to  Co-operatwe  Press 
Agency,  Balloon  St.,  Manchester. 

SPECIAL  TERMS  TO  SOCIETIES  ordering 
quantities  lor  their  Committees,  Employees,  or 
Members. 
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CDc  Co-operatiix  Reios 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

The  Editor  welcome!  o.  i final  contributions  on  rub  feet  t of  interest  to  cooperalors. 
Except  in  special  circumstances,  articles  should  he  kept  down  to  about  /00  words.  Payment 
will  he  made  for  articles  published,  end  contributions  accompanied  by  stamped  addressed 
envelopes  will  be  returned  if  not  weL  All  such  contributions,  and  correspondence  relating  to 
them  and  o literary  contents  of  the  “ News."  should  be  addressed  THE  EDITOR. 
Orders,  inquiries,  and  correspondence  relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and 
deliveries  of  the"  Naa"  should  be  addressed  to  “ THE  MANAGER,  at  the  same  address 
Delay  mau  arise  when  communications  are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  - CO- 
OPERATIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS.  LONG  MILLGATE.  MANCHESTER. 
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The  Co-operative  Official 

The  fifth  “ People's  Year 
Book”  is  the  best  that  has 
yet  appeared.  It  is  better 
Printed,  better  illustrated, 
ind  its  contents  are  much 
better  arranged.  Wlnt  is 
even  more  important  is  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  this 
“Year  Book”  is  quite 
up-to-date.  As  a rule,  such 
volumes  exasperato  because 
u large  part  of  their  eoiir 
tents  is  stale;  and  stale 
information,  like  6 tale 
manna,  is  useless  both  to 
man  and  beast  1 

The  principal  articles  in 
this  yoar’s  issue  are  those 
dealing  with  international 
co-operation  and  the  possi- 
bility of  direct  tiading 

between  the  co-operators  of 
different  countries.  Other 
articles  deal  with  many  ques- 
tioais  in  which  all  intelligent 
people  should  be  interested, 
and  any  oo-operntor  in  search 
of  information  1 elating  to* 
oo-operntion  and  general 

social  progress  is  almost  cer- 
tain to  find  what  he  wants  in 
liis  co-operative  year  hook. 
Many  of  the  illustrations  are 
c,ruly  delightful. 

nlymouth  Co-operative  Record. 
Since  the  days  of  Bacon, 
ending  has  been  recom- 
oeuded,  and,  starting  from 
hi-s  point  of  view,  “ The 
■oople’s  Year  Book  for  1922  ” 
eems  the  most  natural  thing 
or  co-operators  to  choose. 
Phis  has  taken  the  phut  of 
.he  “C.W.S.  Annual,”  and 
lias  developed  into  a book  of 
reference  that  is  now  found 
on  the  shelves  of  practically 
every  co-operative,  ' trade 
union,  and  Government  office 
in  the  Kingdom.  Its  400 
pages  cf  facts  and  figures 
relating  bo  our  national  life 
and  international  relations 
are  authoritative  and  coutr 
ptrehenrsive.  The  serious 
student  of  co-operation  must 
turn  to  the  “ Year  Book  ” for 
a review  of  the  current  acti- 
vities of  the  movement ; and 
those  who  are  concerned  with 
industrial  conditions  gener- 
ally will  recognise  its  pages 
as  the  source  of  information 
which  is  not  to  be  found  in 
such  a convenient  form  any- 


where else.  The  1922  edition 
can  be  obtained  from  any  co- 
rporative store  throughout 
the  Kingdom,  and  orders  for 
the  ‘same  should  he  given  to 
the  secretary  or  manager  in 
cases  where  the  Eociety  lias 
no  bookselling  department  of 
its  own. 

Chamber  of  Catr.merce  Journal. 

The  present  issue  of  this 
annual  of  the  English  and 
Scottish'  Wholesale  Societies 
is  produced  in  a slightly  dif- 
ferent style  from  its  prede- 
cessors by  the  uso  of  antique 
ixiper,  the  inclusion  of  some 
•excellent  intaglio  illustra- 
tions, and  the  fixing  of  a 
uniform  price  for  one  edition 
instead  tef  two  prices  and  two 
editions.  Considerable  space 
has  been  devoted  to  co-opera- 
tive trade  at  home  and 
abroad,  while  the  informa- 
tion respecting  a wide 
variety  of  subjects,  such  as 
trade,  prices,  wages, finance, 
economics,  politics,  Ac.,  is 
presented  in  a clear  and  con- 
cise manner.  The  main  sec 
tioua  of  this  book  are  ns 
follows  : — The  co-operative 
movement,  the  industrial 
labour  movement,  the  politi- 
cal labour  movement,  the 
price  movement  and  the  food 
supply,  fiscal  topics,  capital 
and  credit,  women's  outlook 
and  progress,  general  ai tides 
and  miscellaneous. 

Publishers'  Circular. 

“ The  People's  Year 
Book  ’’  is  an  amazingly  cheap 
publication — it  ie  the  fifth 
year  of  its  issue — and  will 
be  welcomed  by  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  people. -Considerable 
space  is  devotee^,  to  co-opera- 
tive trade  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  a special  feature 
is  made  of  the  possibilities 
of  international  trade.  The 
volume,  which  is  freely  illus- 
trated, contains  many  contri- 
butions and  statistics  on 
subjects  of  direct  interest  to 
all  who  are  ansious  to  know 
something  about  world 
problems.  The  ^proceedings 
of  Labour  and  Co-operative 
Congresses  of  the  year, 
national  and  international, 
are  ably  summarised,  and 
attention  is  given  to  trade, 
prices,  wages,  finance,  &c. 
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THE  WHOLESALE  MEETING. 

The  quarterly  meetings  of  the  C.W.S.  concluded 
with  a fairly  long  sitting  at  Manchester  on  Saturday. 

It  was  only  to  be  expected  that  the  society's  losses 
would  figure  largely  in  the  discussion  at  these  meetings. 
If  any  trading  concern  makes  phenomenal  losses  the 
shareholders  want  to  know  why  ; and  they  are  entitled 
to  know  why.  Questions  regarding  losses  were  asked 
at  Saturday’s  meeting ; but  there  was  no  carping 
criticism  witliTegard  to  trade.  The  delegates,  on  the 
whole,  realised  that  allowances  had  to  be  made  for  the 
abnormal  fames. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  the  delegates  had  no  panic 
feeling,  although  the  “ Investor’s  Chronicle  ” had  done 
its  best,  for  a week  or  two,  to  arou  sesuspicions.  The 
writer  of  its  advertised  articles  was  so  poorly  informed 
with  regard  to  the  co-operative  movement  that  we  did 
not  anticipate  that  any  co-operators  would  be  moved 
by  them,  and  our  anticipations  in  that  respect  were 
borne  out. 

The  auditors’  statement  regarding  the  assets  of  the 
society  would  have  been  enough  to  allay  any  fears  that 
might  have  existed  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  society  s 
financial  position.  There  were,  naturally,  words  of 
warning  uttered  with  reference  to  the  utilisation  of 
reserves  and  the,  writing  up  of  properties  ; but  no 
properties  had  been  written  up  except  those  that  had 
been  entirely  wiped  out  by  depreciation  and  had  stood 
on  the  books,  at  previous  balances,  a§  of  no  value. 
Some  of  the  Dantzic-street  warehouses  were  scheduled 
as  of  no  value,  for  example.  There  are  some  thousands 
of  business  concerns  that  would'  have  been  glad  to 
include  such  properties  in  their  assets  when  compiling 
their  doleful  balance  sheets  for  1921.  We  do  not  like 
the  writing  up  of  assets.  To  be  fair  we  must  concede 
that  the  directors  themselves  do  not  like  it ; and  we 
must;  at  least  do  them  the  justice  of  pointing  out  that 
they  have  agreed  to  this  process  only  to  meet  an  actual 
loss  and  not  to  pay  dividends.  It  would  seem  as  if 
the  losses  might  have  been  less  had  the  balancing  period 
come  a little  later. 

Questions  to  the  directors  elicited  information  as  to 
why  certain  properties  were  sold,  notably  the  Halifax 
Mill  ; why  port  mills  showed  losses  and  inland  mills 
profits  in  contradiction  to  the  views  generally  held  ; 
and  why  certain  boots  could  not  be  obtained  as  soon  as 
they  were  wanted.  With  regard,  to  boots  the  statement 
a§  to  the  present  position  was  very  satisfactory  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  all  the  labour  that  can  he  obtained 
is  being  utilised  in  several  of  the  factories. 

One  rfesult  of  the  meeting  was  to  bring  home  to  the 
delegates  that  there  are  many  things  which  require 
readjustment  in  the  relations  between  the  Wholesale 
and  the  retail  societies.  A falling-off  in  the  tirade  of 
the  corset  factory  is  recorded  at  a time  when  one  society 
can  take  25,000  pairs  and  others  cannot  take  any.  In 
other  departments  anomalies  equally  curious  are  to  be 
found.  The  only  cure  for  that  sort  of  thing  is  to  be 
found  in  the  president’s  prescription  : “ Committees 
and  buyers  and  the  committee  on  the  platform  should 
get  into  one  general  combination  in  which  the  interests 
of  the  movement  should  be  studied  from  top  to  bottom.” 
We  have  to  recognise  that  the  C.W.S.  and  the  retail 
societies  are  not  riyals  to,  or  critics  of,  one  another,  but 
are  essential  wings  of  the  one  body,  and  that  the  actions 
of  one  re-act  upon  the  other. 

In  the  discussion  on  directors'  salaries  there  were 
some  views  expressed  akin  to  those  contained  in  a 
letter  we  publish  on  page  3 of  this  issue.  One  delegate 
pointed  to  the  balance  sheet  as  a reason  why  salaries 
should  be  reduced.  The  letter  we  refer  to  cites  the 
co-operative  farms  as  an  evidence  that  the  directors 
have  spent  money  wrongly.  If  the  salaries  had  been 
reduced  three  months  ago  as  a penalty  for  having 
allowed  the  transactions  in  rubber,  many  would  have 
been  found  in  agreement  with  that  gesture  ; but  even 
then  it  would  have  to  be  recognised  that  there  is  scarcely 
a committee  in  the  country  which  does  not  learn  of 
things,  that  they  would  have  objected  to,  till  after 
they  have  been  done.  The  case  of  the  farms  is  not  a 
good  case.  There  is  no  department  which  the  C.W.S 
were  more  vigorously  pressed  to  enter.  The  ” Co-opera- 
tive News  ” helped  to  press  them  as  it  helped  to  press 
them  into  getting  control  of  the  sources  of  raw  material ; 
and  we  have  not  yet  control  of  the  raw  materials  re- 
quired for  our  factories.  It  seems  unfair,  however, 
to  upbraid  the  directors  for  having  gone  into  enter- 
prises into  which  they  were  pushed.  Nor  is  it  right  to 
i point  to  foreign  deputations  as  needless  expense.  If 
! we  cut  then!  out  our  trade  rivals  will  cut  us  out.  We 
I have  to  take  a broad  view  of  the  duties  of  the  C.W.S 
directors,  and  they  have  to  take  a wide  outlook.  If 
j it  were  true,  as  our  correspondent  suggests,  that 
1 directors  simply  make  up  their  minds  to  settle  down 
. till  they  are  seventy,  the  shareholders  who  re-elect 
them  would  be  more  to  blame  than  they. 


AT  THE  CROSS  ROADS. 

The  key  question  at  the  historic  Genoa  meeting 
Russia.  Is  there  going  to  be  a recognition  of 
Russia  and  a helping  hand  given  to  Russia ; or  is  she 
going  to  bfrleft  to  her  own  devices  ? 

We  are  profoundly  glad  that  the  committee  engaged 
in  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  •International 
Co-operative  Trading,  in  its  report  to  the  Milan  meeting 
this  week,  recognises  the  importance  of  Russia  in  the 
present  and  future  economy  of  Europe  and  has  recom- 
mended that  a Russian  co-operative  representative 
be  added  to  the  sub-committee.  That  committee  at 
the  same  time  places  on  record  its  view  that  co-operative 
international  trade  cannot  extend  till  the  Governments 
make  it  possible.  Genoa  can  act  in  that  respect  if  it 
will,  and  it  remains  for  the  people  who  " mould  the 
Governments  of  Europe  ” to  exert  what  pressure  they 
can  upon  Genoa  ; for,  if  Genoa  should  fail,  then  there 
seems  nothing  but  danger  ahead. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

IRELAND. 

We  have  refrained  from  comment  on  recent  political  develop, 
ments  in  Ireland  few  the  simple  reason  that  power  there  was  in 
process  of  being  transferred  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  Tlio 
British  Government  had  surrendered  Us  power  in.  six  counties 
of  the  north  to  the  Northern  Government,  and  its  power  in  the 
rest  of  Ireland  was  transferred  to  the  Provisional  Government 
by  the  Act  ratifying  the  Treaty.  Matters  are  now  in  tho  hands 
of  the  people  there  and  it  is  for  them  to  settlo  their  own  dif- 
ferences. In  the  past  we  have  given  oitr  support  to  tho 
principle  of  Self-Determination  not  only  for  Ireland  hut  for 
all  nations ; and  wo  have,  therefore,  some  justification  for 
regretting  that  any  attempt  should  be  made  by  any  section 
in  Ireland  to  prevent  the  people’s  voice  from  being  heard.  Wo 
believe  that  the  two  Governments  in  Ireland  are  capable  of 
settling  their  differences,  and  we  believe  that  before  very  long 
they  will  do  so  in  their  own  way  ; but  an  essential  guarantee  of 
peace  and  prosperity  in  Ireland  is  that  the  people,  as  a whole, 
must  have  full  freedom  of  expression ; that  the  press  must  bo 
free  to  advise  the  people  and  to  report  the  events  of  the  day ; 
and  that  the  ordinary  means  of  voting  by  ballot  must  be  enjoyed 
without  hindrance  and  without  intimidation. 

INNOCENT  ALIEN  ENEMIES. 

We  recollect  the  vigorous  discussion  there  was  in  the  co-opera- 
tive'inovement  when  tho  International  Alliance  issued  an  appeal 
to  the  societies  for  subscriptions  to  the  fund  organised  by  the 
Society  of  Friends  on  behalf  of  innocent  alien  enemies — chiefly 
the  British  wives  of  husbands  of  enemy  nations.  The  effort 
was  not  popular.  It  would  no  doubt  interest  those  who  sup- 
ported the  effort  to  observe  that  on  Thursday  of  last  week  tho 
House  of  Lords  carried  a motion  by  Lord  Buclcmaster  that  tho 
terms  of  the  treaties  appropriating  the  private  property  of 
enemy  subjects  should  not  apply  to  sums  of  £5,000  or  less  where 
the  owner  is  either  born  of  British  parents  or  had  been  resident 
in  this  country  continuously  for  twenty-five  years  before  August 
4th,  1914.  The  motion  was  opposed  by  the  Government,  but 
the  Government  was  defeated  by  37  votes  to  21. 

THE  MOVEMENT  AND  ITS  EMPLOYEES. 

Mr.  Openshaw’s  article  in  last  week’s  “ News  ” has  stirred  a 
good  many  co-operators  and  co-operative  employees.  We  have 
received  a number  of  letters  on  the  subject ; but  in  view  of  our 
having  to  go  to  press  a day  earlier  than  usual  this  week  wo  have 
held- them  all  over  till  next  week,  when  there  will  probably  bo 
others  to  accompany  them.  “ If  the  principles  expressed  iu 
Mr.  Opcnshaw’s  article  were  realities  in  the  movement  to-day, 
many  of  your  present  anxieties  would  disappear.  Ilifl  article  is 
an  inspiration,  and  does  one  good  to  read.”  That  is  one  writer  s 
introduction.  “ If  all  men  in  authority  were  of  the  stamp  of 
Mr.  Openshaw,  things  might  be  different,”  is  the  comment  of 
another.  Are  all  men  not  of  the  same  co-operative  stamp  ? H 
not,  why  not  ? Are  the  principles  Mr.  Openshaw  expresses  not 
realities  in  the  movement  to-day  ? Again,  if  not,  why  not  ? 

These  are  questions  co-operators  and  co-operative  employees 
have  not  only  to  ask  one  another,  but  have  to  ask  themselves. 
We  want  the  whole  trouble  between  our  employees  and  ourselves 
to  be  thoroughly  sifted,  so  that  we  may  get  back  to  where  tho 
movement  once  stood.  We  invite  the  fullest  discussion  of  the 
subject.  We  want  the  discussion  to  be  frank  and  free,  because 
only  by  that  means  will  we  get  to  a solution.  We  promise  to 
afford  the  amplest  opportunity  for  frank  expression  from  both 
committeemen  and  employees ; and  wc  make  only  one  reserva- 
tion— that  we  shall  eliminate  from  correspondence  anything 
which  has  a semblance  of  malice  or  personal  abuse.  Abuse  wi 
help  neither  side  ; and  we  want  the  correspondence  to  be  seriously 
directed  to  a re-establishment  of  good  fellowship  and  mulu 
interest.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

BIG  BUSINESS  AND  GENOA. 

The  co-operative  demand  for  representation  in  the  army  of 
consulters  attached  to  the  official  delegation  to  the  Genoa  Con- 
ference finds  support  and  justification  in  the  despatch  published 
in  this  week's  “ Sunday  Times”  from  Mr.  Crawford  Price,  who 
is  by  this  time  familiar  with  the  kind  of  entourage  which  is 
at  most  conferences  of  the  same  kind.  Mr.  Crawford  Price  writes . 

“ Every  sordid  ambition,  every  individual  interest  in  Europe  ha* 
its  sponsors  in  presence,  and  if  the  American  Government  m un~ 
represented,  the  Standard  Oil  is  here  to  exert  its  growing  influent 
upon  European  politics."  Standard  Oil  is  not  the  only 
Business  interest  represented  there.  We  venture  to  say  that  a® 
inspection  of  the  list  of  consultant  attaches  would  show  sever* 
names  intimately  connected  with  the  Federation  of  bn 
Industries  - 
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death  of  another 

C.w.s.  DIRECTOR. 

MR.  G.  WOODHOUSE  (DERBY). 


Mb.  G.  Woodhouse. 


Once  again  it  de- 
volves upon  us  to 
record  the  passing 
away,  of  a promi- 
nent personage  in 
the  co-operative 
movement.  On  this 
occasion  it  is  Mr. 
G.  Woodhouse  (of 
Derby),  who  has 
been  a member  of 
the  C.W.S.  board 
for  something  like 
eighteen  years.  It 
is  practically  true 
to  say  that  he  died 
in  harness.  He  at- 
tended the  C.W.S. 
board  meeting 


London  on  Wednesday  of  last  week,  and 
took  part  in  the  discussions.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  lie  was  taken  ill  in  one  of  the  streets 
ol  Why;  friends  removed  him  to  his  home 
without'  delay,  but  he  died  almost  imme- 

diMr.y  Woodhouse  was  a native  of  Derby, 
and  his  membership  of  the  local  co-operative 
society  dates  from  1875.  He  was  elected  on 
tho  board  of  management  the  same  year  as 
Congress  was  held  at  Derby  (1884).  In  the 
September  of  1886  ho  was  appointed  presi- 
dent, and  continued  to  fill  this  office  until 
l,e  resigned  in  1907.  Ho  was  elected  on 
the  Midland  Sectional  Board  in  1895,  and 
fcns  taken  his  turn  as  chairman.  He  retired 
from  the  board  in  1906,  but  was  elec  ted  an 
honorary  member.  He  was  ako  a C.W.S. 
representative  on  the  Midland  Convalescent 
Fuad.  In  his  younger  days  Air.  Woodhouse 
was  mi  effective  speaker,  and  never  tired  of 
advocating  the  principles  of  co-operation. 

Mr.  G.  Thorpe,  who  presided  over  the 
C.W.S.  meeting  in  Manchester  on  Saturday, 
drew  attention  to  Mr.  Woodhouse’s  death, 
and  paid  tribute  to  the  valuable  services  he 
liad  rendered  the  Wholesale  Society,  the 
Derby  Society,  and  the  movement  generally. 
Mr.  Woodhouse  had  been  declining  in  health 
for  some  time,  and  his  colleagues  frequently 
suggested  that  he  should  take  a holiday. 
But  he  wanted  to  come  to  the  meetings,  and 
did  so  almost  up  to  the  last.  Tho  least 
they  could  do  was  to  send  a vote  of  sym- 
pathy to  the  bereaved  family,  and  the  dele- 
gates showed  their  approval  by  rising. 

The  funeral  took  plaoe  on  Tuesday. 


A DOUBTFUL  VENTURE. 

PRODUCTIVE  FEDERATION  AND 
TRADE  WITH  EUROPE. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Co-operative 
Productive  Federation  Limited  was  held  on 
Saturday,  April  1st,  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  High-street,  Leicester;  Councillor  T. 
Adams,  J.P.,  presiding'  over  a good  attend- 
ance. 

The  report  stated  that  the  trade  through 
the  joint  invoicing  department  showed  a de- 
crease of  £255,992  9s.  3d.,  compared  with 
the  corresponding  year,  and  that  the  revenue 
deficit  for  the  year  was  £680  6s.  2d. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  only  sectional 
exhibition  which  had  been  arranged  up  to 
the  present  was  that  which  would  be 
organised  in  connection  with  the  Midland 
Sectional  Demonstration  at  Nottingham. 

It  was  rejxirted  that  the  economic  condi- 
tions prevailing  in  Europe  were  of  such  a 
character  as  to  render  international  trade  a 
difficult  and  doubtful  venture.  Although 
wder  markets  were  never  more  needed  by 
tho  federated  societies  than  at  the  present, 
the  speculative  character  of  such  business 
had  compelled  caution,  hut  it  was  intended 
*hen  conditions  were  more  favourable  to 
undertake  co-operative  trade  with  other 
Entries. 

Tho  report  also  made  reference  to  the 
Mg|intion  of  Mr.  R.  Halstead  from  his 
|"Sit'on  as  secretary  of  the  federation,  a 
}l  'lc  has  held  for  twenty-one  years,  and 
>o  executive  expressed  the  hope  that  he 
77  tong  be  spared  to  enjoy  a well-earned 
wi’oment.  “ We  have  appointed,”  say  the 
O'Utive,  “ Mr.  J.  J.  Worley  to  the  post  of 
dmiT31-''  ant^  though  he  undertakes  lus 
thu*  ' unusi>al  difficult  times,  we  trust 
results  will  justify  his  appointment.” 
the  \{'.XTtion  ar’s*n£>  >n  connection  with 
freelv-1  p lton  Congress  Exhibition  was 
Presipa1 1SCUSS<?^’  an,l  dissatisfaction  ex- 
uf  concerning  the  undependable  nature 
-,,no  arrangements. 

0 retiring  officers  were  re-elected. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

wrrert K io\° T,le  SJ,n  stat*d  is 
time  foe  directors  give  their  whole 

****?•  (3)  A reduction  has 

'nGrn  rpPr  discussion  for  three  months  and 
in  the  “ v " , e su^iect  has  been  discussed 
■he  result  rtr«q-H>ent,-V-  Yon  n '11  f‘»d 

‘ug  this  week^6  C " 'S'  rel>ort  of  1,10  meet- 
ly — ®hid  fbere  are  still  friends 

^rightp,.  n}mers.  Let's  hope  things  will 
T g nuP  for  everybody  soon. 

' ^-ro"'ded.  Hope  to  use  next 

tar?eUneKfESr>~A^ter  these  mnny  years: 
Friday  g tl  Gom.g,  to  press  early  for  Good 
J - • lie  article  will  keep  for  a week. 

■ low  ell, — Next  week. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Mixed  Guilds. 

Sir, — I was  deeply  interested 'in  the 
notes  compiled  by  “Unitas”  on  the 
question  of  mixed  guilds  in  your  issue  of 
the  25th  inst.  Being  the  joint  secretary  of 
a branch,  and  chairman  of  a'distriet  council 
of  members’  guilds,  one  can  write  with  a 
considerable  experience  on  this  important 
phase  of  the  guild  work.  We,  in  the 
Barnsley  area,  have  found  the  innovation 
to  be  successful,  the  results  being  so  grati- 
fying that  we  are  confident  the  mixed 
guilds  will  eventually  prove  to  be  the  ideal 
organisation  for  all  co-operators.  I have 
not  yet  had  the  opportunity  of  reading  the 
draft  constitution  of  the  National  Guild  of 
Co-operators,  but,  judging  by  the  com- 
ments of  “ "Unitas,”  the  central  council  of 
the  Men’s  Guild  has  agreed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  draft  constitution,  but  favour 
the  idea  of  three  sections  being  created  for 
men  women,  and  adolescents.  To  my 
mind,  if  the  above  suggestions  are  em- 
bodied in  the  new  constitution  the  position 
will  be  ‘‘as  you  were,”  for  there  will  still 
be  the  financial  worry  of  administering 
three  separate  sections  in  addition  to  the 
mixed  guilds. 

I would,  with  great  respect  recommend 
the  members  of  the  Men’s  Guild  to  .support 
the  resolutions  forwarded  by  Sheffield  and 
Parkgate.  We  should  then  nave  a national 
body  to  which  all  existing  mixed  guilds 
could  affiliate,  thus  obviating  the  creation 
of  new  machinery  for  members’  guilds. 
The  idea  is  viewed  with  hostility  by  certain 
sections  of  the  Women’s  Guild,  which  is 
regrettable.  The  future  of  co-operation 
demands  unity  amongst  nil  sections  in  the 
movement.  The  Women’s  Guild  has  done 
splendid  work  towards  securing  recognition 
of  equality  of  sex.  That  object  is  practi- 
cally now  accomplished,  for  in  educational, 
legal,  political,  medical,  and  business 
spheres  the  equal  rights  of  women  are  now 
firmly  established.  What  other  objects  are 
there  to  strive  for  which  cannot  be  under- 
taken by  both  sexes? 

One  ctf  the  main  factors  towards  the 
success  of  the  mixed  guilds  should  be  the 
insistence  on  both  sexes  being  equally  re- 
presented when  officials  and  committees 
are  appointed  in  branches.  Let  us  have 
amalgamation  now.  if  possible;  if  not, 
then  stHve  for  same  to  be  accomplished 
within  the.-near  future.  In  the  meanwhile 
the  Men’s  Guild  should  lead  the  way  in 
accepting  the  members’  guild  movement  as 
the  ideal  organisation. — Yours  faithfully, 
John  Pet^y. 

13,  Rowland-road,  Barnsley. 

Lecturing  the  Employees. 

Sir, — Re  the  advertisement  “ Keep 
Broughton  going”  and  the  letter  by  your 
correspondent  signed  ‘‘Gee-Gee.” 

As  a C.W.S.  employee  I am  fed  up  with 
the  weekly  lecture  on  loyalty,  and  say  to 
the  preachers : When  are  the  retail  societies 

going  to  begin  to  practise  loyalty  to  the 

.W.S.? 

Let  us  get  down  to  facts  that  affect  Lan- 


cashire, and,  of  course,  the  places  where  the 
C.W.S.  miljs  weave  our  doth.  The  cloth  is 
completed  in  shirts  at  Broughton,  yet  there 
seems  to  be  a general  intention  in  the 
‘ News’’  to  forget  poor  old  shirts.  'Hie 
other  week  I wanted  to  purchase  a C.W.S. 
shirt  from  cloth  woven  at  the  C.W.S.  mill 
. at  one  of  the  places  mentioned.  I went  to 
No.  1 shop — twenty  shirts  on  view,  but  no 
shirt  cf  C.W.S.  cloth  or  make  on  view.  I 
went  to  No.  2 shop — twenty-four  shirts  on 
view,  same  result;  all  the  products  of 
private  capitalism;  no  room  for  C.W.S. 
shirts.  I then  went  down  to  the  central 
premises  and  found  over  100  shirts  on  view, 
and  hoped  for  success  with  such  a choice 
before  me.  Again  the  eame  result - nothing 
mere  than  a huge  showcase  for  capitalism, 
and  my  retort  to  these  good  souls  who 
delight  to  lecture  the  C.W.S.  worker  on  his 
disloyalty  is  to  make  it  possible  for  loyalty 
to  be  practised  in  this  town.  Miners  and 
other  trade  unionists  .refuse  to  work  with 
non-union  labour,  but  will  wear  unknow- 
ingly products  of  non-union  labour.  If  the 
CAN  .S.  employee  can  get  goods  direct,  thc-n 
in  such  cases  it  is  to  tho  good.  If  the  retail 
society  refuse  to  support  the  Wholesale, 
then,!  say:  Sell  direct  to  you.v  employees 
from  your  workshops  and  mills  till  the  retail 
societies  make  it  possible  for  tho  lectured 
ones  to  be  loyal. — Yours,  ifec., 

Radcliffe.  Weaver. 

Compulsory  Membership. 

Sir, — I have  been  a student  at  Holyoake 
House  for  several  years,  and  have  often 
asked:  Why  are  not  all  the  employees 
members  of  local  societies?  I have  ex- 
perienced the  greatest  difficulty  in  trying 
to  get  a daughter  of  mine  .as  an  em- 
ployee and  have  not  yet  succeeded.  I 
spend  every  penny  in  the  movement  most 
religiously.  Is  it  'fair  to  the  loyal  co-opera- 
tors who,  by  their  loyalty,  are  finding  work 
for  these  unprincipled  non-co-operators, 
ivho  like  to  be  employed  under  good  condi- 
tions and  receive  the  best  wages  and  have 
all  the  privileges  re  buying  goods  at  whole- 
sale prices?  If  this  were  thoroughly 
thrashed  out  by  oiir  directorate  there 
would  be  no  need  ^>r  the  woman  with  the 
basket  to  go  outside  the  movement  at  all, 
and  co-operation  would  increase  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  I am  a thorough  co-operatof 
of  thirty  years’  standing,  and  also  a 
reader  of  the  ‘‘  G'o-operative  News  ” for 
that  time ; and  I am  engaged  at  present 
in  going  to  the  different  guilds  with  the 
true  message  of  co-operation.  There  must 
be  other  co-operators  interested  in  this 
particular  subject? — Yours,  &c., 

“Fair  Play.” 


A new  telephone  building  is  to  be  erected 
in  Sheffield,  and  the  Postmaster-General  has 
aooepted  a contract  from  the  C.W.S.  build- 
ing department  for  the  substructure  That 
the  C.W.S.  should  secure  this  contract  in 
open  competition  with  all  the  builders  in 
the  country  is  certainly  a feather  in  its  cap. 


FREE  VOTE  ON  CATTLE 
EMBARGO. 

GOVERNMENT’S  DECISION. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee on  Tuesday  last  week  in  London, 
correspondence  was  considered  which  has 
passed  between  certain  societies  and  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  declining  repre- 
sentation of  the  movement  on  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  set  up  to  inquire  into 
the  cost  and  procedure  adopted  in  dealing 
with  outbreaks  of  foot  and  mouth  disease. 
It  was  decided  to  arrange  for  evidence  to 
be  put  before  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  had  before  them  a report 
of  the  progress  made  in  the  communica- 
tions with  the  Board  of  Inlaid  Revenue  ae 
fo  the  basis  of  computation  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Profits  Tax  under  the  Finance  Act  of 
1921. 

A report  was  considered  with  respect  to 
the  deputation  received  by  the  Home  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  E.  Sliortt),  the  Under-Secretary 
for  Home  Affairs  (Sir  John  Baird),  and  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary  in  the  House  of 
Lords  (Earl  Onslow)  on  the  Industrial 
Assurance  Bill. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  as  to 
further  steps  to  be  taken. 

Cattle  Embargo. 

With  regard  to  the  embargo  on  the 
importation  of  Canadian  cattle,  the  secre- 
tary reported  as  to  the  steps  taken  on 
several  occasions  to  raise  the  matter  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  with  the  result  that 
the  Government  announced  on  April  3rd 
that  at  an  early  date  after  the  Easter 
recess  a debate  will  be  arranged  on  this 
question,  a free  vote  will  be  taken,  the 
Government  “ whips  ” being  taken  off.  Tt 
was  decided  to  take  steps  to  circularise 
members  of  Parliament,  and  also  to  request 
societies  to  approach  their  Parliamentary 
representatives  in  the  matter. 

It  was  reported  that  in  addition  to  Mr. 
R.  W.  Rovle  (C.W.S.)  Mr.  J.  C.  Cauldwoll 
(S.O.W.S.)  has  been  placed  on  the  panel  of 
the  Railway  Rates  Tribunal  under  the 
Railway  Act. 

Resolutions  for  Congress  were  approved 
covering  the  question  of  education,  the 
representation  of  bhe  movement  on  Govern- 


ment bodies  and  committees,  and  the  pro- 
tection of  consumers  by  legislation  as 
regards  tlie  sale  of  bread,  the  sale  of  tea  by 
net  weight,  and  the  labelling  of  imported 
produce. 

The  secretary  reported  that  the  Govern- 
ment declined  to  grant  representation  of 
the  movement  at  tho  international  confer- 
ence at  Genoa.  (A  protest  against  this 
refusal  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  April  3rd  as 
recorded  in  our  lest  week’s  issue). 

Mr.  Alexander  also  reported  that  the 
order  concerning  counter  accelerator 
machines  could  not  prevent  the  use  of  such 
machines  under  certain  conditions  after 
August  31st,  1922,  as  had  been  anticipated 
in  some  quarters.  Societies  are  to  be  circu- 
larised and  informed  of  the  actual  require- 
ments in  this  connection. 

Several  other  matters  occupied  a full 
ageuda. 


CONGRESS  EXHIBITION  CANCELLED. 


We  are  officially  informed  that  the 
Brighton  Congress  reception  committee, 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  a 
hall  sufficiently  large  to  house  all  the 
exhibits,  have  decided  to  cancel  the  holding 
of  such  an  exhibition  in  connection  with 
the  Congress. 


R.  E.  JONES  LIMITED. 


Messrs.  R.  E.  Jones  Ltd.  (Swansea) 
write  to  us  as  follows: — “In  your  issue 
dated  Apiil  1st,  1922,  we  take  the  liberty 
of  referring  to  a statement  concerning  our- 
selves under  the  article.  * A . Business  Man’s 
'Note-book,’  by  A. ''Emil  Davies  (L.C.C.),  and 
to  the  reference  therein  contained.  * and  the 
ordinary  £1  shares  stand  at  lid.’ 

“ This  statement  is  not  correct.  Our  ordi- 
nary shares  are  5s.  shares  and  not  £1 
shares;  and,  further,  the  quotation  for  our 
5s.  shares  at  the  time  this  article  was 
written  was  3s.,  and  not  lid.” 

[Mr.  Davies  regrets  having  "described  the 
shares  as  £1,  instead  of  5s.  The  quotation 
of  lid.,  he  states,  wa£  gfven  in  a financial 
journal,  and  the  price  on  Tuesday  of  this 
week  was  26.  We  are  sorry  to  have  pub- 
lished the  figu+es  in  error. — Ed.,  **  C.N.”] 


TROUBLE  AT  MILAN. 

municipal  building  rushed. 

— troops  called  out. 

[From  Ovr  Own  Representative.] 

Milan,  Tuesday,  2-30  p.nj. 

This  morning  the  King  of  Italy  arrived 
m Milan.  The  municipal  building  (where 
the  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  International  Alliance  was  being  held) 
was  not  displaying  the  national  i]ng,  a 
majority  of  the  city  council  being  Socialists. 
Students  wearing  nationalist  colours  scaled 
and  rushed  the  place  and  planted  the  flag 
and  the  King’s  portrait  on  tho  balustrade! 
“ Co-operators  have  been  welcomed,  but 
not  the-  King,”  was  tlieir  slogan.  Tho 
delegates  escaped  in  a ‘skirmish  between 
soldiers  and  the  students,  and  were  locked 
in  the  council  chamber  for  safety,  whilst 
the  building  was  surrounded  l.v  armed 
troops  four  deep. 


CO-OPERATORS  EXPOSE 
“ A SCANDAL.” 

6s.  2d.  TO  25s.  7d. 

INCREASED  SUBSIDY  FOR 

HOM -EGROTYN  SUGAR. 


The  present  subsidy  on  Brttilll-grotm 
beet  sugar  is  6s.  2$d.  per  ewt.  The  sum  is 
large  enough  in  all  conscience,  but  it  does 


not  satisfy  those  who  want  this  particular 
industry  to  thrive  irrespective  of  the  cost  to 
the  taxpayer.  Tho  Government  lias  listened 
to  the  voice  of  these  " charmers,”  and 
proposes  to  take  steps  to  increase  the  sub- 
sidy to  no  les»s  a sum  than  25s.  per  ewt. 
Huw?  Simply  by  not  charging  home-grown 
6Ugar  with  Excise  Duty.  That,  said  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  in  the  Houio  of 
Commons,  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. and  the  necessary  provision  would  be 
made  in  the  Finance  Bill  of  this  session.  The 
reasons  which  actuate  tli>3  Government  Poem 
to  be  two— the  condition  of  unemployment 
in  this  country  and  the  desirability  of  put- 
ting tills  new  industry  firmly  on  its  feet.  ’ 
The  object  is  all  rjght.  but' » hat  about  the 
price.  Taxation  is  almost  breaking  tho 
back  of  the  consumer  as  it  is. 

That  the  Government  is  going  far 
beywid  tho  bounds  of  reason  is  shown  by 
the  fact-  that  the  price  of  Tate  s standard 
granulated  sugar,  less  tax,  is  21s.  od.  per 
cwt.,  or  4s.  2§d.  less  than  the  proposed 
subsidy.  1 

Everybody  wanits  unemployment  to 
diminish  and  statesmen,  worthy  of  the  namo 
would  find  the  means  without  unnecessarily 
increasing  the  -burden  of  taxation  No 
wonder,  in  a leaflet  issued  by  the  Wholesale 
society,  the  prtposal  of  the  Government  to 
remit  the  duty  on  home-grown  sugar  is 
desorlKd  a.s  n “scandal,”  and  1],,.  ilopc  tx- 
pressed  that  the  House  of  Commons  will  not 
pass  it. 

On  the  Move. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee,  at  a 
meeting  last  week,  dealt  with  eorre- 
spmonee  with  the  English  and 
Scottish  C.W.S.  concerning  the  sugar 
tax  and  the  preference  granted  bv 
the  Government  in  respect  of' tho  import 
duty  on  empire  grown  sugar.  Steps  are 
being  taken  for  a joint  deputation  to  the 
Treasury  on  the  general  question  of  tho 
sugar  tax.  and  a joint  deputation  to  tho 
Colonial  Oflieo  concerning  empire  grown 
sugar.  It  was  further  agreed  to  communi- 
cate to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  protesting 
against  the  subsidising  of  the  British  grown 
industry  by  the  Government  and  the  remis- 
sion of  the  excise  duty  in  respect  of  such 
sugar. 

C.W.S.  Director’s  Viows. 

Mr.  W.  Lander  (director),  at  the  C.W.S. 
meeting  in  Manchester,  oft  Saturday,  said 
the  directors  were  trying  to  bring"  before 
the  notice  of  the  Government  the  unfair 
tax  upon  sugar.  Through  tho  sugar  duty 
the  workers  were  being  taxed  to  the  extent 
of  2os.  73d.  per  ewt.  (“  Shame  I”)  That 
was  a scandal.  (Applause.)  Sugar,  which 
is  essential,  especially  for  the  young  life  of 
the  country,  should  not  be  over-taxed  while 
luxuries  were  free  in  comparison.  They 
had  been  approaching  the  Government,  but 
some  of  the  Ministers  were  so  busy  picnic- 
ing  at  Genoa,  and  other,  were  iso  busy  at 
home,  that  up  till  the  present  they  had  nob 
been  able  to  arrange  to  sec  any  of  them. 

They  wanted  to  represent  to  the  Govern- 
ment th^t  if  the  Budget  offers  any  relief 
in  taxation,  sugar  is  entitled  to  a share. 
(Applause.)  The  subsidy  to  colonial  and 
home-grown  sugar  should  not  be  continued 
at  the  expense  of  the  consumer. 

The  directors  might  have  to  a«k  tho 
societies  to  help. . They  intended  to  press 
the  point.  They  wanted  to  tee  tho 
Minister,  and 

the  co-operative  movement  was  important 
enough  to  be  recognised  as  a factor  in 
the  nation's  lifo  and  be  received  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  (Applause.) 


Mr.  A.  E.  W£terson,  M.P.,  is  steadily 
improving  in  health,  and  contemplates 
visiting  His  constituents  during  the  Easter 
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The  MAGNITUDE  OF  RUSSIAN 

CO-OPERATION. 

ENORMOUS  RESOURCES  AT  THE  CONTROL  OF 

CENTROSOYUS. 


FIRST  HAND  INFORMATION  FROM  MOSCOW. 


BY  H.  J.  MAY.  Third  Article. 


Monday  morn- 
ing, March  6th, 
saw  the  interna- 
tional delegation, 
seriously  at  work 
with  the  Council  of 
Centroso  yus. 
Seated  round  the 
table  of  the  board 
— President  Khint- 
chuk  in  the  chair— 
with  a platoon  of 
interpreters  at  our 
elbows,  we  set  to 
work  to  unravel  the 
story  of  the  trans- 
formation __  of  co- 
Presidrnt  Khintchuk  operation  in  Itus- 

of  Centrosoyus.  sda,  and  to  discover 
its  present  position. 
We  were  at  once  confronted  with  a difficulty. 
,We  proposed  to  leave  Moscow  for  home  on 
the  loth,  but  a Congress  of  district  repre- 
sentatives from  all  parts  of  Russia  was 
fixed  for  the  25th,  and  it  was  urgent  from 
the  point  of  view  of  both  sides  that  we 
should  meet  anil  address  the  Congress.  A 
parley  followed,  and  we  compromised  by 
agreeing  to  remain  till  the  20th,  while  our 
Russian  friends  sent  wireless  messages  to 
all  the  provinces  summoning  the  delegates 
for  the  earlier  date.  Immediately,  they  re- 
ceived the  “ radio"  in  the  distant  oentres, 
messages  of  greeting  to  the  delegation  and 
urgent  invitations  to  visit  them  poured  in. 
The  great  regret  from  every  point  of  view 
of  the  delegation  was  the  necessity  of  resist- 
ing these  urgent  appeals  to  go  everywhere 
and  see  everything. 

For  the  next  three  days  we  visited  the 
co-operative  institutions  of  Moscow}  and 
were  received  everywhere  with  the  joy  of 
people  who  hoped  much  from  our  coming 
and  eager  to  show  the  undoubted  wealth  of 
productions  and  materials  at  their  command 
-—through  the  immense  organisation  of  Cen- 
trosoyus. 

Centrosoyus  Everywhere. 

It  is  impossible  in  less  than  a volume  to 
give  a detailed  account  of  our  visits.  The 
240  offices  of  Centrosoyus  headquarters, 
compassing  everything  from  the  supply  of 
the  necessary  goloshes  for  the  snowy  streets 
to  the  control  of  immense  supplies  of  grain, 
from  “ all  Russia,”  and  the  construction  of 
a Garden  City  by  the  architects’  depart- 
ment, was  the  first  "eye-opener”  to  tlie 
delegation.  Subsequently  we  saw  the  exhi- 
bition of  co-operative  productions  in  another 
quarter  of  the  city,  where  a permanent  dis- 
play of  the  finest  timber,  leather  work,  furs, 
peasant  productions  of  home  industries, 
glass,  hardware,  &c .,  aroused  the  interest 
and  called  tor  a second  visit  from  the  most 
hardened  and  blase  co-operative  travellers 
of  our  party. 

Some  Publishing  Society. 

■ The  publications  department  of  the  Cen- 
trosoyus at  Moscow  issues  yearly  about 
5,000,000  copies  of  books  and  pamphlets  on 
oo-operation  and  social-economic  questions. 
At  Petrognid  a similar  department  exists, 
with  at  least  equal  output.  Co-operative 
propaganda  in  Russia  holds  a similar  place 
of  importance  to  the  expert  advertising  of 
a great  manufacturer,  with,  of  course,  much 
more  lofty  results. 

The  kindergarten  school  for  children  at 
more  than  one  depot  of  the  cooperative 
organisation  aroused  a deep  sympathetic  in- 
terest, while  the  work  of  the  Mosoow  Union 
on  behalf  of  the  children  of  the  famine  area 
moved  us  to  the  depths.  A fine,  substantial 
building,  formerly  a church  high  school  for 
girls,  has  been  adapted  at  a cost  of  three 
milliards  of  roubles  as  a home  for  children 
of  the  famine  regions.  The  Moscow  Society 
sent  a special  train  to  the  Volga,  and 
brought  away  450  orphan  children.  who  were 
dying  of  hunger.  In  this  home  they  had 
been  cleansed  and  nursed,  and  now  are  being 
tended  back  to  health  aiul  strength.  Their 
education  is  being  cared  for.  Carpenters’ 
shops,  bookbinding,  art-work,  and  drawing, 
Arc.,  under  the  combined  care  and  guidance 
of  seventy-five  men  aud  women,  are  pro- 
vided at  the  sole  expense  of  the  Moscow 
co-operators 

A speoial  difficulty  of  this  work  is  the 
fact  that  the  children  do  not  speak  the  Rus- 
sian lauguage.  so  that  fifteen  inj^erpreters 
and  teachers  had  to  be  brought  with  them 
from  the  Volga.  Remember,  there  are  no 
less  than  seventy  languages  or  distinct  dia- 
lects spoken  in  the  different  parts  of  vast 
Russia.  The  cost  of  maintenance  of  each 
child  per  month  is  four  million  roubles,  and 
the  pound  sterling  at  the  time  of  our  visit 
was  valued  on  the  open  market  at  ten  mil- 
lion Soviet  roubles. 

Hundreds  of  homes  in  Russia  are  doing 
similar  work,  though  on  a smaller  scale. 
AVe  passed  through  several,  all  of  which 
justified  the  eloquent  tribute  of  one  of  the 
delegation,  who  said  : " A people  that  takes 
care  of  the  children  like  that  cannot  go  far 
•wrong.” 

Consumers'  Stores. 

The  Consumers'  Stores  in  Moscow  are 
distributed  ^throughout  the  city  to  the  num- 
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ber  of  344 — 17b  workers’  societies,  137  socie- 
ties of  employees,  19  of  students,  and  17 
with  mixed  membership.  The  total  member- 
ship of  these  societies  is  551,995,  plus 
760,000  consumers  belonging  to  the  families 
of  the  members.  These  societies  form  the 
Moscow  Union,  in  which  they  all  have  an 
effective  voioe,  and  through  wliioh  control 
is  exercised  over  the  whole.  The  Moscow 
Union,  in  its  turn,  is  part  of  the  Oentro- 
soyus.  or  the  All-Russian  Central  Union  of 
Consumers'  Societies.  _ The  vast  area  to  be 
covered  and  the  varying  activities  of  these 
regional  unions,  such  as  that  of  Moscow, 
compels  a slightly  different  grouping  of 
societies  to  what  we  are  accustomed  to  in 
this  country. 

On  the  Wednesday  we  had  a full  confer- 
ence with  the  council  of  Centrosoyus,  sitting 
from  10  till  2 p.nu  Mr.  Khintchuk  again 
presided,  but  the  main  statements  submitted 
to  the  delegation  on  the  special  points  of 
our  mandate  were  given  by  Mr.  Kissin  (one 
of  the  commercial  directors)  and  Mr. 
Kutusov  ( president  of  their  newly-estab- 
lished bank).  The  former  dealt  with  the 
trading  questions  and  the  resources  at  their 
command,  while  the  latter  gave  an  exceed- 
ingly lucid  account  of  the  constitution  of 
Centrosoyus. 

The  result  of  this  conference  will,  in  due 
course,  appear  in  the  report  of  the  delega- 
tion, though  the  facts  and  figures  submitted 
are  already  published,  in  excellent-  docu- 
ments printed  by  Centrosoyus. 

Oo-operation  Under  the  Soviets. 

The  history  of  Russian  co-operation  is 
divided  into  six  periods.  Beginning  in  1865 
with  a handful  of  societies,  by  the  end  of 
1918  it  had  reaohed  the  *tal  of  15,000  socie- 
ties of  consumers.  The  year  of  1919  saw 
the  commencement  of  Soviet  co-operation, 
which  has  concentrated  the  entire  system 
into  25,000  consumers’  societies.  In  March, 
1919,  by  a decree  of  the  Soviet  Government, 
the  co-operative  societies  were  reorganised 
as  the  distributing  agency  for  the  whole 
community.  Every  citizen  became  auto- 
matically a member  of  the  co-operative  so- 
ciety in  the  same  way  that  evervone  in 
England  became  compulsorily  attached  to  a 
particular  shop  for  rationed  goods,  the  dif- 
ference being  that  in  Russia  co-operation 
was  the  sole  means  of  distribution  to  con- 
sumers. Overlapping  was  eliminated,  the 
shops  or  societies  being  systematically 
rationed  to  cover  the  whole  areas  effectively. 
This  system  continued  till  the  spring  of  last 
year,  when  the  strict  rationing  occasioned 
by  war  conditions  was  considerably  relaxed . 
Under  the  decree  of  April  7th,  1921,  a new 
.eoonomic  regime  was  introduced.  The  sys- 
tem of  requisition  of  goods  from  the  peasant 
producers  was  abandoned,  private  trade 
under  Government  control  was  recognised, 
and  the  independence  of  the  co-operative 
societies  was  restored,  with,  of  course,  the 
liberty  to  the  citizen  to  purchase  where  lie 
would. 

Enormous  Resources. 

The  resources  of  Centrosoyus  in  manufac- 
tured goods  and  raw  materials  are  enor- 
mous. For  example,  they  estimate  that  of 
the  total  Russian  production  of  flax  and 
hemp,  amounting  to  fourteen  million  poods, 
no  less  than  four-and-a-half  millions  can  bo 
collected  by  Cen- 
trosoyus through 
co-operative  chan- 
nels. In  furs, 
wool,  leather, 
bristles,  horse- 
hair, the  propor- 
tion is  even 
larger.  They  have 
their  own  plan- 
tations in  Siberia 
for  medicinal 
herbs,  liquorice, 

Ac.,  and  have  at 
their  disposal  the 
main  sources  of 
supply  of  butter, 
eggs,  poultry, 
fish,  and  wood. 

They  have  also 
considerable  pos-' 
sessions  in  the  de- 
velopment of  peat 
and  moss-litter  for  their  own  use  or  export. 
The  question  of  transport  is  facilitated  as 
much  as  possible  by  the  Government,  who 
give  first  place  to  co-operative  goods  after 
those  to  the  famine  area. 

My  impressions  of  Russian  co-operation 
thus  far  may  be  summarised  into  two,  and 
it  must  be  dearly  understood  that  they  are 
given  only  as  personal  impressions,  which 
m no  way  commit  other  members  of  the 
delegation. 

One  cannot  resist  the  fact  that  the  eco- 
nomic life  of  Moscow  is  comprised  in  one 
word — co-operation.  Under  the  new  eco- 

nomic policy  the  shops  of  the  private  trader 
are  beginning  to  function  again.  Six  mooths 
ago,  we  were  told,  no  private  shops  were 
open  in  Moscow;  now  they  are  increasing 
every  week.  It  rftust,  however,  be  remem- 
bered that  a very  large  amount  of  trade, 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


The  Derby  Society  can  buy  milk  cheaper 
than  its  own  farms  can  produce  it. 

Throw  that  dainty  morsel  of  intelligence 
to  the  opposition  papers,  and  a reference 
to  ‘‘these  amateur  directors”  is  almost  as 
sure  as  snow  in  winter. 

The  explanation  is  contained  in  the  fact 
that  wages  on  the  society's  farms  are 
higher  than  those  paid  on  privately  owned 
farms.  This  information  was  supplied  to  a 
representative  of  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” 
by  Mr.  E.  Merchant  (manager  of  tho 
society)  in  the  course  of  conversation  at 
Balloon-street  the  other  day.  The  fact 
that  there  is  this  difference  in  wages  may 
not  appeal  to  people  who  put  profits  first 
and  idealism  nowhere;  but  to  men  and 
women  who  think  that  wages  should  bear 
some  relation  to  the  standard  of  living  it 
will  be  in  tho  nature  of  an  oasis  in  this 
world  of  materialism. 

Question  of  Consumption. 

Mr.  Merchant  hardly  credits  tho  state- 
ment that  people  are  consuming  less  milk. 
It  was  not,  at  any  rate,  his  experience. 
The  Derby  Society  at  the  present  time,  in 
comparison  with  pre-war  days,  is  selling 
four  times  as  much  condensed  milk  and 
over  a hundred  per  cent,  more  raw  milk. 

“ What  about  prices?”  asked  tho  repre- 
sentative of  the  “ Co-operative  News.” 
‘‘Have  they  anything  to  do  with  such  big 
increases  in  sales  ?” 

“ Well,”  was  the  reply,  “ we  do  reckon 
to  lead  the  way  at  Derby  in  three  things ; 
one  is  bread,  another  is  eggs,  and  the  third 
is  milk.  On  April  2nd  we  reduced  the  prico 
of  milk  from  7^.  to  4d.  a quart,  and  by  tho 
end  of  the  day  we  had  increased  our  sales 
by  over  five  hundred  gallons. 

Our  aim  is  to  give  the  people  the  right 
kjnd  of  food  at  the  right  kind  of  price, 
and  if  competitors  can  beat  us  so  much 
the  better  for  the  community. 

What  the  Guardians  Lost. 

Quite  recently  the  Board  of  Guardians 
at  Derby  asked  farmers  for  milk  prices. 
Only  one — a member  of  a combine — thought 
it  worth  while  replying.  The  co-operative 
society  was  not  asked  for  prices,  but  it 
could  have  saved  the  Guardians  £60  in  six 
months  and  paid  the  farmers  over  £60 
more  for  the  milk. 

What  May  Happen. 

Mr.  Merchant,  in  reply  to  a further 
question,  6aid  he  was  inclined  to  believe 
that  as  soon  as  present  contracts  between 
the  big  wholesale  dealers  and  farmers  were 


“ nicely  settled,”  inspired  paragraph 
would  begin  to  appear  in  newspaper* 
” telling  us  that  owing  to  the  foot  and 
mouth  disease,  and  consequent  s laugh 
of  a largo  number  of  cattle,  there  is  likely 
to  be  a shortage  in  milk.  'The  dealers  will 
then  come  forward  aiul  offer  the  farmer  a 
halfpenny  or  a penny  more  per  gallon  for 
his  milk,  and  pass  a penny  or  more  per 
quart  to  the  consumer." 

Farmers  have  the  remedy  in  their  own 
hands,  and  the  sooner  they  realise  that 
combines  only  fear  one  weapon — efficient 
organisation — tho  sooner  will  they  bo  in  n 
position  to  safeguard  their  interests 
adequately. 

Discussing  this  question  and  others 
arising  out  of  it,  Mr.  Merchant  'ventured 
the  opinion  that  if  the  farmers'  organisa- 
tions and  the  co-operative  distributive 
societies  could  come  to  some  mutual  arrange, 
ment  over  this  milk  business  the  epitaph 
of  the  combines  could  be  written  (or  next 
week.  Unfortunately,  many  societies  are 
very  loath  to  enter  the  retail  milk  trade; 
why,  he  could  not  say  ; and  the  action  of 
the  C.W.S.  in  closing  down  depots  is  not 
very  encouraging.  It  is  somo  seven- 
teen years  since  tho  Derby  Society  began  to 
supply  milk  to  its  members,  and  every 
year  has  put  up  a better  record  than  that 
preceding.  The  sales  for  tho  first  thirteen 
weeks  of  this  year  showed  an  increase  of 
twenty-five  thousand  gallons  over  tho  cor- 
responding period  of  1921.  People  cannot 
do  without  milk  (in  one  form  or  another) 
any  more  than  broad,  and  if  they  nro 
induced  to  get  both  or  either  at  tho  stores 
it  is  almost  certain  they  will  purchase  other 
things  a«  well. 

Prices  between  societies  and  farmers 
should  not  prove  an  insurmountable 

obstacle.  The  Derby  Society's  retail  price 
is  going  to  be  as  low  as  anybody  vise's,  and 
yet  it  is  able  to  pay  farmers  twopence  por 
gallon  more  than  they  can  get  from 
combines. 

Here  is  si  curious  thing.  When  control 
was  in  operation  the  Derby  Society  could 
not  buy  milk  from  farmers,  nit  hough  it 
offered  the  prico  fixed  by  the  Government. 
“ We  can  get  better  terras  elsewhere,"  fluid 
the  farmers.  Now  control  is  off  tho 
society  is  being  inundated  with  offers  of 
supplies,  for  the  simple  reason  that  tho 
farmers  cannot  get  better  terms  anywhere. 

As  to  tho  alleged  glut  of  milk  011  tho 
market,  Mr.  Merchant  smiled  and  said, 
“ Tommvrot.” 
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especially  with  the  native  population,  is  car- 
ried on  regularly  in  the  numerous  markets. 
All  the  same,  economically,  co-operation  is 
the  State,  and  the  State  is  co-opcration. 
This  has  been  the  consummation  to  be 
wished  for.  Let  us  not,  therefore,  shrink 
from  its  realisation. 


The  International  Delegation’s  Arrival  at  Moscow. 

Co-oporation,  independent  and  voluntary 
as  to  the  main  part  of  its  activities,  has 
behind  it  in  Russia  the  resouroes  of  the 
richest  country  in  the  world,  the  facilities 
which  only  a People's  Government  could 
afford,  the  organisation  of  a movement  in- 
stinct with  life  and  energy,  all  the  more  so 
because  its  members  have  suffered  and  have 
not  yet  won  their  way  through  to  peace  and 
normal  relations  with  a critical  world.  What 
does  it  lack?  It  lacks  the  recognition  of 
the  essential  truth  of  its  claims:  of  its 
rights  to  that  self-determination  of  the 
peoples  which  we  have  declared  it  our  pur- 
pose to  win  for  all  mankind.  These  things 
are  to  be  discussed  at  Genoa,  where  the 
forces  which  have  combined  to  treat  Russia 
as  a pariah  among  nations  will  again  try  to 
prevent  the  peace  of  the  world  being  estab- 
lished, will  again  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
reconstruction  of  civilisation  upon  a human 
basis,  because  to  recognise  Russia  is  to 


acquiesce  in  the  downfall  of  that  capitalistic 
individualism  for  which  they  stand. 

What  Can  Co-operators  Do? 

What  can  co-operators  do  before  this  com- 
bination? They  can  use  their  united  lorco 
in  this  and  every  country  to  induce,  or 
compel,  their  respective  Governments  1 
work  for  peace  and  justice  and  humanity. 
It  is  not  too  lute.  There  is  still  hope  that 
Genoa  may  mark  the  gateway  to  tho  r 
mised  laud  for  heroes.  If  it  only  kod»  «o 
peace  and  amity,  it  will  make  tho  nios 
monetbus  stride  towards  u ' 

contented  Europe  which  has  yet  been 

The  resources  and  facilities  of  Ruh^uvii  o 
operation  are,  as  we  have  shown,  im  ; ’ 

the  task  of  co-operators  is  tonmj» 
sible  for  these  resources  to  be  t™n!*JJrthe 
to  the  places  where  they  are  >>oeded  to  tae 
mutual  benefit  of  Russia  and  tho  «« 
the  world.  It  is  not  a one-sided  terga J 
is  proposed,  and  no  one  would  resent  qtUCMf 
than  the  Russians  the  suggestion  thattn^ 
promotion  of  relations  was  merely  (or  UW 
benefit,  like  contributions  to  tho  famine;  lu  • 

Without  doubt,  the  present  “j 

depreciated  currencies  and  general  Dj*"* 
chaos  makes  the  exchange  of 
We  have  never  concealed  those  did  “ fr/f 
They  are  enormous,  but  they  ore  l<»s  > 
the  co-operative  organisations  than  br  - 
other form  of  commercial  enterprise.  ^ 
are  loss  becau.se  of  the  predominant  [ 
of  co-operation  in  Russia  and  iu  unit  ^ 
acceptance  by  the  people,  of  RuMia.  ** 
the  onlv  economic  organisation  they  * 
and  in  which  they  have  ^fidence . « 

kss  because  of  the  mutual  basis  of  c I%T 
tion  in  every  other  country  which  ^'4 
commands  the  confidence  of  tho  P ^ h 
of  Russia,  and  the  best  has*  of  cred.MJ^n 
can  be  found,  viz.,  the  common  o*ner 
and  needs  of  the  workers.  .nnrao» 

Onoe  more  it  is  clear  that  the  ■« I 

opportunity  of  co-operation  u " ,fj.s  jnt*- 
into  the  channels  of  the  |jne« 

national  trade,  and  re-establi-b  1 fMJ 

that  will  effect  something  like  a u» 
6v«t«m  of  co-operation.  „ truer**' 

'From  Moscow  we  went  to  rn  «jwft 
N Lshn i-Noygored,  \ ladnflir.  the* 

excursion  in  a peasant  v,n‘T. 


\ 
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LONG  EATON  WINS 
THE  SHIELD. 

MIDLAND  MUS*SAL  FESTIVAL. 
SUCCESSFUL  SOLOISTS. 

Whether  the  Midland  Section  Choral 
Association  can  continue  indefinitely  facing 
overcoming  the  difficulties  which  present 
themselves  in  one  form  or  another  year  by 
year,  time  alone  can  show;  but  the  com- 
mittee have  boundless  -faith,  which  up  to 
pew  has  “ kept  the  competition  flag  flying.” 

Last  year  they  faced  the  coal  strike,  and 
that  in  a colliery  district — Ilkeston:  on 
Saturday  last  they  held  their  contests  at 
almost  the  extreme  eastern  boundary  of  the 
section—  Peterborough ; and  had  the  benefit 
of  reduced  lares  as  some  compensation.  But 
what  of  the  condition  of  trade  and  the 
general  position  of  all  the  societies? 

Those  who  witnessed  the  competitions 
must  have  felt,  however,  that  everything 
was  “well  worth  while,”  for  the  singing  in 
most  of  the  classes  was  of  a.  very  high  stan- 
dard, and  the  choral  music  particularly  60; 
whilst  nothing  could  have  been  of  higher 
educational  value  to  the  children  than  the 
remarks  of  the  judge,  expressed  in  such 
terms  of  loving  sympathy  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  young  performers. 

Busy  Time  for  Judge. 

The  classes  were  the  same  as  last  year, 
viz. I..  choirs  of  thirty  voioes  under  six- 
teen years  of  age;  II.,  solo  for'fjirls  under 
thirteen;  III.,  solo  for  girls  thirteen  and 
under  sixteen;  IV.,  solo  for  boys  under  six- 
teen; V..  duet  for  two  boys  or  girls  or  boy 
and  girl  with  same  age  limits.  The  adjudi- 
cator was  Mr.  Walter  J.  Bunny,  L.R  A.M., 
A.R.C.M.,  F.R.C.O.  (Leicester),  who  was 
kept  busy  from  12  uoon  until  8 p.m.,  with 
very  slight  breaks,  at  the  Co-operative  So- 
ciety's Large  Hall,  Park-road.  The  com- 
mittee were  highly  complimented  upon  their 
choice  of  tests,  which  in  every  instance  were 
eminently  suited  to  their  purpose,  as  well 
as  being  very  pleasant  for  the  audience 
under  the  circumstances  of  so  much  repe- 
tition. The  classes  were  taken  in  the  follow- 
ing order  as  the  results  given  : — 

Girls  under  13.— Test-piece,  “Let  Snow- 
drop Rest,”  by  William  M'Naught  (18 
entries):  ],  Gladys  White  (Ilkeston);  2. 
l'hyllis  Birley  (Long  Eaton). 

Girls  under  16  (27  entries). — Test-piece, 
"Under  the  Greenwood  Tree”  (Dr.  Arne). 
The  six  highest  of  these  were  chosen  for  a 
later  test,  and  included  three  from  Long 
Eaton,  two  Derby,  and  one  each  Peter- 
borough and  Ilkeston,  two  of  the  Long 
.Eaton  girls  having  equal  marks. 

Roys  under  16  (5  entries). — Test-piece, 
"A  Song  of  March”  (John  Ireland).  Mr. 
Bunney  remarked  upon  the  smallness  of  the 
entry  in  this  class.  The  result  was : 1, 
Edgar  Coates  (Long  Eaton) ; 2,  S.  Tinkler 
(Ilkeston). 

The  final  result  of  girls'  test  was:  1, 
Louie  Hopkins  (Long  Eaten);  2,  Nellie 
Morris  (Derby). 

Evening  Contests. 

First  in  the  evening  came  the  choirs,  who 
sang  two  pieces,  the  aggregate  marks 
counting  for  prizes,  and  the  tests  were:  — 
(a)  "The  Pedlar  of  Dreams”  (W.  G. 
Alcock)  and  (b)  “ The  Child  and  the 

Robin”  (E.  T.  Davies).  They  were  drawn 
jo  sing  in  the  following  order: — 1,  Long 
Eaton  (conductor.  Mr.  Win.  Woolley) ;'  2, 
RkcSton  (Miss  Olive  Roberts) ; 3,  Peter- 
borough (Mr.  W.  J.  Roberts):  4,  Derby  (Mr. 

A.  V.  Baker). 

followed  by  the  duel',  which  was 
to  Music,”  by  Charles  Wood.  There 
were  seven  entries,  but  one  couple  did  not 
present  themselves.  The  result  was  a double 
U'm  foc  Derby:  1,  N.  Morris  and  E.  New- 
Dli1n;  2,  Nora  Perkins  and  Connie  Rankin. 

Much  excitement  prevailed  as  Mr.  Bunney 
proceeded  with  his  criticisms  of  the  choirs 
‘nd  ("s  award,  the  first  prize  of  -Cl  10s. 
•'frying  the  challenge  shield  of  the  Co- 
'pcrative  Union.  The  second  prize  is  £1, 
in'  , fl'h’d  10s.;  certificates  being  given 
ln  each  case. 

Magnificent  Work. 

Jf,p-  Bunn?y  congratulated  the  association 
t).  , ".'agnilicent  educational  work,  and  in 
-„.i  i ce  tests  there  were  every  feature 
jj,*  * 'eiaent  required  for  those  able  to  give 
niSr€Katli0,1J  tl,€  .music.  In  giving  his 
stnmlo*  ]‘e  uu  ’ ,ie  sald>  realised  100  as  the 
Uiiiwl  i ’ and  the  marks  represented  to  his 
near  t,le  choirs  had  been  to  at- 
texnU?  _ at  Perfection  of^  singing.  The 


s Fei'e  as  under  : — Long  Eaton 


■tola] 


JerKv  -A  : 'Peterborough,  84,  83-467  | 
Tht’sbM^3'1.6'2 ’ I.yce6to“.  71-143. 
bv  Mr  eertificates  were  presented 

bor  nf'  Paynes  (Peterborough,  a niem- 
t lie v i,0,i  ' B 6ecUonal  board),  who  thought 
feet  iliv . ,,Coraf  to  the  end  of  a really  “ per- 
°nlv  \Iln  t l€  adjudication  had  not 

tious  Tt  d,®ci,lt.  but  perfectly  eonscien- 
»n  aiivtijn~aS|  no, 11  thing  to  lie  referee 
the  footbnH’fi  \ei  iad-. '.ad  twenty  years  on 
^Ar  Ved'  aud  knew— (laughter) 
Jilin*  h»;h-  uey  ,s  "ords  as  to  such  disci- 
Wa  0f  ^ ng-  up  character  was  what  mem- 
their  s,louhl  realise  who  thought 

account  cat,on  co,n,mttees  were  of  no 

t*rhficntfe^vSl'  tlulG  ,aB  soloists  had  signed 
tile  presiH®„*  /xlng  J]le  names  of  the  judge, 

SdSl'fef  <Mr-  V-.  KetteriuS) 

?Ir.  Ed S seTt"T!!s  'Mr.  Marshall  ajul 
Long  Eaton).  The 
{Ce3g_,1>11“c'Pje  For  nuhvay  fares  nos 
'“Is  tbji,  ' *<«rtoroug).  n ill  contri- 

hare  of  the  cost  of  travelling. 
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SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 

AND  NEWS. 

IBr  Our  Own  Correspondents.! 


Whympstone  Hall  for  the  Easter  Week- 
end School  under  the  auspices  of  the  Plymouth 
education  department  and  the  ‘Co-operative 
Union  1 Sucn  ia  the  alluring  prospect  which  a 
good  number  of  co-operators  have  in  view, 
and  if  the  weather  be  fair  the  lines  will  have 
fallen  to  them  in  pleasant  places  indeed,  for 
no  more  delightful  or  inspiring  retreat  in  which 
to  combine  recreation  and  profitable  discourse 
could  be  found,  even  in  beautiful  Devon,  than 
the  holiday  home  of  the  Plymouth  Co-operative 
Society.  4 . 4 

An  interesting  programme  has  been  arranged. 
On  Thursday  the  visitors  will  be  accorded  a 
hearty  welcome  at  a social  gathering.  On 
Friday  Mr.  J.  T.  Robson  (the  organising  genius 
of  the  Plymouth  education  department)  will 
open  discussions  on  “ New  Aspects  of  the 
Science  of  Mind,”  and  on  Saturday  the  lec- 
turer will  be  Professor  Morgan,  of  the  Exeter 
University  College,  who  will  take  as  his  sub- 
jects “ Bernard  Shaw  ” and  “ Modern  Ten- 
dencies in  Education.”  Mr.  Robson  will  lec- 
ture again  on  Sunday?  and  on  Monday  Mr.  W. 
H.  Watkins  will  a discussion  on  “ Demo- 
cracy.” The  scLCol  will  be  brought  to  a 
conclusion  on  Monday  evening. 

The  co-operators  of  Bristol  and  their  friends 
are  in  for  a rich  musical  treat  in  the  Y.M.C.A. 
Hall,  St.  James-street,  on  April  26th,  the  occa- 
sion being  a concert  by  the  combined  choral 
and  orchestral  societies  of  the  Bristol  Society, 
assisted  by  such  first-cla§s  principals  as  Mr. 
Harold  Cleeve,  Miss  Madge  Thomas,  and  Miss 
Constance  Carter.  Under  the  baton  of  Mr. 
A.  F.  Lawranoe,  the'ehoir  and  orchestra  are  to 
give  renderings  of  classical  and  popular  pieces, 
and  their  high  state  of  efficiency,  together  with 
such  talented  soloists,  will  ensure  a successful 
evoning.  * 4 * 

Mrs.  E.  Radford  and  Mrs.  A.  Martin  have 
been  appointed  to  represent  the  Bristol  Society 
at  the  Somerset  conference  meetings,  whilst 
Messrs.  J.  Marks  and  F.  Mills  will  represent  the 
society  at  the  Brighton  Congress.  Messrs.  C. 
Gill,  W.  H.  Merrick,  C.  H.  Jones,  and  T.  H. 
Higgins  will  be  the  society's  candidates  to 
contest  seats  on  the  City  Council  at  the  next 
November  election. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  advent  of  Easter  lias  accelerated  the 
pace  of  every  co-operative  baker}'  in  the. south- 
west, from  Bristol  to  Penzance,  in  order  that 
the  time-honoured  “ hot  cross  buns  ” should 
be  turned  out  as  efficiently  and  as  appetisingly 
as  ever.  The  demand  for  the  buns  is  such  that 
officials  of  societies,  take  a distinct  pleasure 
in  working  out  mathematical  decisions  as  to 
number,  extent,  length,  and  capacity  of  these 
buns  if  put  through  various  tests  and  evolu- 
tions. The  results  of  such  statistics  are  very 
informing,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
exactly  how  the  output  this  year  compares 
with  its  predecessors.  In  these  calculations, 
however,  it  would  be  well  to  remind  our 
mathematicians  that  unless  the  strictest 
accuracy  is  manifested  in  the  deductions,  there 
might  arise  a controversy  as  to  the  possible 
achievements  of  the  “ wonder  buns,”  as  was 
carried  out  in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” over 
the  celebrated  “ Buckfastleigh  ” product. 

A revival  of  co-operative  interest  is  being 
manifested  at  Tiverton,  Devon.  The  society 
is  under  C.W.S.  supervision,  and  mana^erially 
and  internally  has  been  reorganised.  Mr.  R. 
G.  Cowles  is  responsible  for  this  very  important 
work.  As  a result,  the  members  of  this  fifty- 
year-old  society  are  rallying  around  the 
standard.  A good  working  committee  is  doing 
personal  propaganda  work,  and  Mr.  Ha  y ball 
lias  made  himself  responsible  for  pushing  the 
sale  of  the  “ Co-operative  News.”  During  the 
past  week  the  sectional  organiser  has  been  in 
the  district,  and  in  addition  to  outlining  to  the 
committee  plans  for  future  development  has, 
by  interviews  and  addresses  to  the  Trades 
Council  and  a special  rally  of  trade  unionists, 
secured  the  support  of  these  organisations  for 
the  purpose  of  strengthening  co-operation  in 
the  Tiverton  district. 

The  musical  friends  of  Tiverton  Society 
rallied  to  their  help  on  Wednesday,  last  week, 
on  the  occasion  of  a gathering  of  the  members 
and  friends  in  the  Heathcoat  Hall.  The 
spacious  room  ms  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity,  and  than  present  fully  demonstrated 
their  appreciatiofrof  the  musical  programme. 
The  keenest  interest,  too,  was  taken  in  the 
addresses  given  by  a trio- of  capable  speakers 
in  the  personalities  of  Messrs.  H.  J.  H.  Wilkins 
(C.W.S.),  Pope  (sectional  board),  and  Saundc-rs 
(Devon  district).  “The  duties  of  chairman  were 
efficiently  carried  out  by  the  sectional  or- 

faniser,  who  voiced  the  general  opinion  when 
e stated  that  the  splendid  gathering  and  the 
response  to  the  appeals  of  the  speakers  indi- 
cated that  the  members  had  decided  to  over- 
look the  errors  of  the  past  and  to  put  forward” 
renewed  efforts  to  make  their  cause  successful. 

The  recent  tour  of  the  Co-operative  Party 
organiser  (Mr.  S.  Rees)  to  the  south-west  has 
stimulated  interest  in  the  political  aspect  of 
the  movement.  Instances  have  repeatedly 
occurred  where  an  exposition  of  the  principles 
and  policy  of  the  party  has  exploded  many 
fallacious  prejudices  which  were  operating 
against  the  work  of  this  section  of  the  move- 
ment. In  Mr.  Dyer,  of  Buckfastleigh,  the 
party  has  a capable  exponent. 

Councillor  Hickmont,  a member  of  the 
Teignmouth  general  committee,  is  taking  a 


leading  part  in  the  scheme  for  organising  and 
marshalling  the  co-operative  vote  in  the  divi- 
sion of  which  Teignmouth  is  a part.  It  is  of 
the  greatest  .importance  that  where  there  is 
no  co-operative  or  avowed  favourable  candi- 
date, the  io-operators  should  be  not  only 
cognisant  of  the  opinions  of  the  candidates, 
but  also  that  the  candidates  should  be  made 
to  know  the  strength  of  the  co-operative  vote. 
Hence  the  value  and  necessity  of  raking  such 
action  in  every  constituency. 

The  Wellington  Society  is  the  leading  baker 
and  confectioner  in  the  town  and  district,  and 
last  half-year  did  a trade  of  oyer  £8,000  in  this 
department  alone.  Tn  the  fancy  lines  a 
speciality  is  made,  and  sales  are  increasing 
rapidly — In  the  dairy  department,  too.  pro- 
gress is  being  made,  and  over  18,000  gallons  of 
milk  mostly  supplied  from  the  society's  own 
cattle — have  been  delivered  to  membeis.  Re- 
cently Mr.  Tayson  (C.W.S.)  gave  two  lectures 
in  Hennoclc  and  Uffculme.  These  newly- 
developed  districts  are  responding  to  the  claims 
of  co-operation.  The  housing  problem  has 
been  somewhat  solved  in  Wellington  by  the 
foresight  of  the  committee  in  laying  out  the 
owallowneld  Estate  on  lines  which  could  have 
been  beneficially  copied  by  the  ruling  authori- 
ties in  the  countr}-.  The  Wellington  Society  is 
contemplating  the  development  of  the  district 
of  Sampford  Peverell  in  the  near  future.  With  a 
membership  of  1,748,  sales  of  over  £56,000,  and 
splendid  reserves,  Wellington  is  looking  to  the 
future  with  confidence. 

Mr.-  J.  Laundry,  a member  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  Cornwall  Conference 
Association,  and  for  many  years  treasurer 
and  stocktaker.  of  the  Menheniot  Society, 
has  been  re-elected  on  the  Liskeard  Rural 
District  Council  and  Board  of  Guardians. 
There  were  eight  candidates  for  four  seats, 
Mr.  Laundry  being  returned  second  on  the 
list. 


MIDLAND  JOTTINGS. 

The  quarter’s  sales  of  the  Nottingham 
Society  have  amounted  to  £180,233,  being 
£20,527,  or  10  per  cent.,  less  than  the  previous 
quarter,  and  £80,088,  or  30  per  cent.,  below 
those  of  March  quarter  of  last  year.  This 
heavy  fall,  say  the  committee,  is  mainly  due 
to  reduced  prices,  although  bad  trade  has  also 
contributed  appreciably.  They  have  again 
written  down  the  stocks  in  the  central  depart- 
ments considerably,  this  time  without  any 
appeal  to  the  reserve  funds.  Special  attention 
is  being  given  to  the  farms  by  an  augmented 
committee.  The  outlook  is  promising,  states 
the  report,  although  it  is  too  early  to  predict 
results,  excepting  to  say  that  ' last  year's 
experience  will  not  be  repeated.  ; 

The  Radford-road  store  of  the  Nottingham 
Society  has  been  transformed  into  a large 
up-to-date  shop,  and  the  business  from  Robin 
Hood-street  has  been  transferred  to  the 
society's  new  and  commodious  store  at  the 
corner  of  Blue  Bell  Hill  and  Alfrecl-street  South. 
Both  these  improvements  were  promptly 
appreciated  by  the  members. 

At  the  Derby  Men's  Guild,  on  Saturday  last, 
Mr.  T.  R.  Hall  (R.II.S.  certificate)  gave  an 
interesting  and  instructive  lecture  on  “ Gar- 
dening ” to  an  appreciative  audience. 

In  the  CentrahHall,  Derby,  on  Sunday  night 
last,  the  first  popular  sacred  concert  in  aid  of 
the  Employees’  Benevolent  Fund  was  given. 
On  the  back  of  the  programme  some  of  the 
reasons  for  and  advantages  of  joining  the 
society  were  given. 

• ♦ ♦ 

Mr.  A.  V.  Baker.  A.T.C.L..  Professor  of 
Music  (conductor  of  the  Derby  Society’s  junior 
choir),  has  gained  the  Licentiateship  for  Piano- 
forte of  Trinity  College,  London,  wnerc  he  was 
student  prior  to  January  last. 


CO-OPERATIVE  BOOTS. 

"THE  STUFF  TO  GIVE  'EM/1 

We  liavo  received  the  following  letter, 
which  tells  its  own  story  : — 

Dear  Sir,— I read  with  interest  the  article 
in  last  week  s issue  of  the  “ Co-operative 
Nevts  ’ on  the  subject  of  shoddv  boots  and 
it  will  no  doubt  interest  you  and  the  many 
readers  of  your  valuable  paper  to  know  tha't 
* have  just  recently  had  a pair  of  gents’  box 
calf  boots  of  GW  .S.  manufacture  sent  to  me 
lor  inspection  by  a member  who  has  worn 
the  boots  for  eleven  years. 

I can  safely  say  without^exaggeration  that 
these  boots  show  no  signs  of  wear,  the  tops 
are  perlect  in  the  stitching,  and  the  leather 
is  m no  way  cracked  or  worn.  I have  made 
special  inquiries  of  our  member,  and  find 
that  the  boots  have  been  worn  on  an  average 
at  least  three  times  per  week  during  the 
eleven  years  lie  has  had  them,  and  at*  they 
are  still  being  worn  as  a best  pair  of  boots, 

, "‘Is,  ‘?sked  not  to  kceP  'hem  long.  It 
should  be  added  that  the  boots  have  not 
been  soled,  ns  they  have  been  well  fitted 
with  good  rubber  soles  and  heels,  as 
required. 

The  price  paid  by  our  member  was  10s. 
6d*.  I should  say  this  is  quite  a record  for 
wear,  and  certainly  a good  recommendation 
for  C.W.S.  manufactured  goods.— Yours 
truly,  _ Ed.  Fawcett, 

Managing  Secretary  of  the  Paignton  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd. 

April  8th,  1922. 


ITEMS  FROM  pTIF  WEST.  \ 


Mr.  W.  Finch,  a Co-operative  candidate, 
was  successful  in  retaining  his  seat  on  the 
Abersj'chan  Council,  being  fourth  among 
thirteen  candidates  with  484  votes. 

Mr.  John  D.  Lloyd  (Co-operative)  also 
succeeded  in  retaining  his  seat  oil  the  Naiity- 
glo  and  Blaina  Council,  polling  522  votes 
and  standing  fifth  among  twelve  candidates. 

Two  outstanding 'events  will  long  remain 
m the  memories  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pon- 
tardulais  with  -regard  to  the  Swnnsea  Rural 
District  Council  election  (Pontardulais 
Ward)— the  unprecedented  snowstorm  that 
raged  all  day  and  the  fact  of  an  official  Co- 
operative candidate  being  put  forward  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  move- 
ment in  this  place.  There  were  four  candi- 
dates for  three  seats,  and  the  result  was 
as  follows:— M.  Griffiths  (Labour),  774;  H 
Thomas  (Co-operative).  772;  J.  R Morgan 
(Ind.  Liberal)  695;  G.  1).  Bayli*s  (C’oiiserva- 
tive)  547.  The  very  small  margin,  between 
the  hist  and  second  candidates  was  the  out- 
come of  an  understanding  between  the  Co- 
operative and  Labour  forces,  and  the  very 
effective  organisation  which  resulted  there- 
from. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  chairman  of  the  Treeyim  and  Cwin- 
dare  .Society  (Mr.  Morgan  Richards)  and 
Mr.  John  Prowle  (member  of  the  Abei'dam 
Society)  have  both  been  elected  members  of 
the  Merthyr  Board  of  Guardi  ms  despitn 
the  strenuous  opposition  of  r,|w  Ratepayers' 
Association,  who  try  to  saddle  Labotii  mth 
the  high  rates  operative  in  the  borough 
because  of  their  humanitarian,  attitude  to- 
wards  sufferers  of  the  coal  strike. 


LEICESTER  LINES. 

A series  of  four  lantern  lectures  by  Mr. 
Burt  illiams,  of  London,  was  arranged  by 
the  propaganda  committee  of  the  Leicester 
Society,  and  although  tbs  bye-election  was 
in  progress,  the  meetings  were  a great  suc- 
cess. At  tivo  of  the  meetings  a political 
meeting  was  held  in  the  same  building,  hut 
did  not  attract  the  larger  audience. 

Nineteen,  meetings  have  been  held  in 
Leicester  and  the  country  branches  during 
the  winter  season,  and  jthe  continued, 
increase  in  membership  proves  that  they 
have  been  of  some  service. 

The  committee  have  arranged  for  the 
annual  members’  re-union  to  ba  held  in  the 
De  Montfort  Hall,  on  May  5th  and  Ctli, 
w hen  there  will  be  a tea  each  day,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a concert,  at  wliicli  .Mr.  A.  Barnes 
and  Mr.  E.  Bevin  will  be  the  speaker.'. 

On  June  17th,  the  propaganda  committee 
are  arranging  for  a field  day  for  the  chil- 
dren. when  they  are  expecting  a large 
number  of  guests.  The  society  is  also 
offering  £10  in  prize*  at  the  local  show  for 
produce  gronn  from  C.W.S.  seeds. 


WILL  COME  ou  r ON  TOP. 

MOVEMENT  AND  TRADE  CRISIS. 
NOTTINGHAM  CONCERT. 

The  final  tea  aiul  concert  meeting" of  the 
season,  organised  by  the  educational  depart- 
ment of  the  Nottingham  Society  took  place 
at  the  St.  Ann’s  Well-road  ‘School.,,  on 
Saturday.  There  was  a good  attendance  at 
tea,  the  gathering  being  welcomed  by  Coun- 
cillor A.  Judd  (general  manager).  ‘ Alter 
tea  a very  successful  concert  took  place,  the 
laige  hall  being  crowded. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Cree  (employees’  representa- 
tive on  the  educational  committee)  presided, 
and  the  programme  was  rendered  by  the 
society's  choral  society  (Mr.  A.  Towers 
(conducting).  Mr.  H.  Freeston  was  at  the 
piano.  Solos  were  capably  rendered  by  .Mr. 
J.  Wiles,  Mies  A.  Wliitebam,  Mr.  F.  West, 
and  Miss  K.  Barnes,  encores  being  i lie  order 
of  the  evening. 

During  an  interval  addresses  were  de- 
livered by  Mr.  G.  M.  Sadler,  J.I\.  and  Mr. 
W.  J.  Douse.  Mr.  Sadler  «ai<I  the  move- 
ment had  beeu  passing  through  vn-y  difficult 
times.  During  the  war  the  difficulty  was  to 
get  the  goods,  and  now  the  diffb  ulty  was  to 
get  the  money.  He  thought,  however,  they 
were  weathering  the  crisis,  and  that  the 
movement  would  finally  come  nut  on  top. 
In  spite  of  bad  trade  the  society  was  pay- 
ing out  in  dividend  this  quarter  over 
£12.300. 

Mr.  Douse  said  the  society  was  ah-  dutch 
safe  and  solvent.  He  knew  wh.it  tin  vtai i- 
dard  of  living  was  in  the  past,  and  they 
could  not  go  hack  to  that  standard,  hut 
should  remain  invincible  in  the  attempt.!  to 
reduce  the  standard  of  Jiring. 


There  are  now  ten  Co-operative  ni 
Labour  representatives  on  tlie  Ketterir 
Urban  District  Council,  which  con*ihU  i 
twenty-five  members.  Of  the  fifteen  oea 
on  the  board  of  guardians  seven  are  no 
held  by  Labour, 
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April  13,  1939 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


AH  communications  intended  'or  there  Pages  should 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  "Womens  Pages. 
"Co-operative  Niws"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


BETTER  DAYS. 

The  weather  conditions  have  been 
so  inhospitable  during  the  past  month 
that  rhost  of  us  have  arrived  within  a 
week  of  Easter  without  fully  realising 
that  the  great  season  of  the  revival  and- 
the  renewal  of  life  is  so  near. 

As  these  words  are  read  the  season 
wall  be  with  us,  and"  the  first  break  of 
the  tedium  of  winter  and  a trying  spring 
should  bring  us  to  the  opening  of  better 
days.  However  we  may  decide  to 
spend  the  four  days  of  holiday ; whether 
in  strict  accord  with  the  meaning  of  the 
festival  as  interpreted  by  the  churches, 
when  the  thoughts  of  men  are  turned 
to  the  great  sacrifice  and  triumph  of 
love  over  hate ; or,  in  the  many  ways  in 
which  our  modern  interpretation  of 
a " holiday  ” leads  us— or  as  many 
co-operators  are  doing  this  week,  in 
meeting  together  at  Easter  schools  for 
the  purpose  of  renewing  faith  in  the 
gospel  of  co-operation— whichever  way 
is  chosen,  some  blessing  from  the  season 
must  surely  fall  upon  us,  if  we  make 
use  of  our  opportunities  to  the  best 
advantage. 

Even  to  many  of  us  household  women, 
to  whom  Easter  means  extra  ^ work,  in 
order  to  ensure  the  full  benefit  of  the 
holiday  to  others  ; even  -to  us,  if  work 
is  organised,  so  as  to  share  the  extra 
burdens  “ Each  for  all,"  a good  deal  of 
refreshment  may  come.  The  more  truly 
co-operative  is  the  home,  the  more 
equally  will  be  shared  by  all  the 
pleasures  and  recreation. 

Those  of  us  who  make  time  to  think 
will  also  send  a thought  of  hope  to  the 
two  great  world  conferences  being  held 
at  Genoa  and  Milan  this^  week.  At 
Genoa,  statesmen  of  all  nations  are 
meeting  to  try  to  work  out  the  basis 
of  the  world’s  regeneration  on  peace 
lines.  At  Milan,  our  own  International 
Co-operative  Alliance  is  meeting  to 
further  the  practical  plans  already  set 
in  motion  for  the  closer  unity  of  the 
co-operative  world. 

These  gatherings,  like  the  gardening 
some  will  do  this  Easter,  are  but 
preparing  the  ' ground  and  sowing  the 
seeds  for  the  future  harvest  of  peace 
and  prosperity  which  our  children 
shall  reap.  Let  us  hope  that  they 
will  plant  not  only  good  business 
relations,  but  take  some  steps  also 
for  realising  that  homely  co-operative 
brotherhood  for  which  Mr.  W.  Openshaw 
pleaded  in  last  week’s  “ News.”  The 
old  happy  family  life  in  co-operation  is 
worthy  of  restoration,  and  along  with 
the  other  thoughts  which  Easter  brings 
to  us,  let  us  think  how  best  we  can  aid 
in  the  resurrection  of  this  spirit  of  human 
sympathy  which  seems  to  have  been 
buried  out  of  sight  in  some  of  our  co- 
operative relationships. 


chouabis  of  • 
neio  Oft. 


Amid  all  the  wild  music  of  spring — glad 
and  joyous,  tender  and  persuasive  or 
fierce,  discordant  and  harsh — the  note  of 
Hope  is  dominant. 

The  storms  of  autumn  wake  a kind  of 
terror  in  our  hearts : we  read  in  them 

anguish  to  come,  a long  winter  of  cold  and 
suffering,  while  Hope  for  the  time  being 
lies  paralysed.  Rut  in  tho  worst  and 
wildest  of  the  March  gales  there  is  no 
longer  the  chill  at  our  hearts.  “ It  will 
not  last,”  whispers  Hope.  “ Summer  is 
coining,  the  winter  is  over — only  wait.” 
And  we  smile  even  whilst  we  shiver,  for  we 
know  .Hope  speaks  the  truth. 

The  little  spring  flowers  seem  to  hear  her 
voice  even  before  the  winter  has  thought 
of  taking  flight,  and  from  a coverlet  of  enow 
one  may  see  the  veiled  hud  of  a snowdrop 
pushing  up,  the  bent  head  of  a purple 
anemone,  or  even  the  gleam  off  a golden 
crocus  like  children  eager  to  leave  their 
beds  and  putting  forth  curly  heads  at  in- 
conveniently early  'hours  with  the  inquiry, 
‘‘  Isn’t  it  time  to  get  up?” 

Then  at  the  first  gleam  of  spring  weather 
hojy  they  crowd  forth,  these  happy  children 
of  the  earth ! In  the  woods  the  primroses 
have  long  had  a difficulty  in  keeping  their 
eyes  shut;  far  .on  the  open  downs  the  furze 
is  ready,  and  hundreds  of  eager  golden 
blossoms  burst  into  bloom  at  the  wooing  of 
the  sunshine.  The  snowdrops  have  gone 
home  with  the  melting  of  the  snow,  and 
tile  crocuses — blue,  white,  and  .golden — are 
thronging  in  countless  multitudes  on  grassy 
banks  and  in  garden-beds,  expanding  and 
closing  their  brilliant  blossoms  with  extra- 
ordinary sympathy,  according  to  the  mood 
of  the  weather,  but  always  cheerful,  ready 
to  open  after  every  shower,  true  children 
of  Spring  and  Hope. 

Oh,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  flowers 
hear  the  spring  note,  and  that  it  makes 
an  echo  in  their  being  and  calls  forth  a 
glad  response.  T. 


A pleasant  evening  was  spent  recently  by 
members  of  the  Ringwood  Guild,  to  which 
invitations  were  given  to  members  of  the 
management  and  educational  committees. 
Mrs.  Puntis  (president)  snok9  on  “ l lie 
Aims  and  Ideals  of  the  Guild.” 


Eastertidb!  Cessation  from  work;  hills, 
sea,  and  valleys  cnll;  the  time  of  fasting  is 
over;  death  is  vanquished. 

But,  in  spite  of  all  triumphant  stories  of 
victory,  crucifixions  nro  every-day  occur- 
rences; Mary  Magdalenes  are  still  nailed 
to  a cross  of  shame  and  sorrow,  and  there 
is  the  mother  with  shoeless,  hungry  children 
clinging  to  her  skirts  and  crying  for  the 
bread  she  has  not.  And  somewhere  is  a 
father,  a war  hero,  boasting  the  medals  of 
a so-called  grateful  country,  begging  his 
bread  from  door  to  door. 

Yet  again,  queues  of  unemployed  line  up 
at  the  Labour  Exchanges  for  the  dole, 
which  is  their  only  incomo.  Armies  of  men 
are  locked  out  from  their  legitimate  work, 
and  the  cry  of  “crucify  them!  crucify 
tlieml”  though  inarticulate,  is  nevertheless 
enforced. 

And  the  people  themselves ! Four  years 
ago  their  chance  came,  but  they  returned 
and  chose  Barabbas.  Barabbas  still  reigns 
to-day  in  the  high  places  of  every  land, 
whilst  old  men  and  children  starve,  and 
women  weep. 

Sad  reflections  for  Eastertide!  But  amidst 
this  blackness  and  darkness  there  shines 
the  lamp  of  co-operation.  Easter  and  hope  ! 
They  march  together.  The,  birds  have 
returned  and  have  builded  their  nests 
hopeful  of  the  ultimate  offspring. 

Daffdowndilies  are  waving  in  the  woods. 
The  whole  earth  is  turned  to  hope,  but  for 
co-operators  there  is  only  one  string  left  to 
save  the  world.  Other  strings  have  been 
tried  and  have  broken.  Other  fingers  have 
been  drawn  across  the  harp  of  progress  in 
the  hope  of  “ letting  the  oppressed  go 
free.”  But  they  have  failed.  Easter  and 
co-operation  1 Men'  and  women  meeting 
together  in  schools  where  the  hope  of  the 
world  and  the  salvation  of  the  universe  will 
be  preached.  Springtime  and  co-operntion 
are  somewhat  .synonymous.  Both  bring 
hope ; both  suggest  freedom ; both  bring 
the  sunshine  of  “ the  best  yet  to  be.” 

Easter  this  year  has  a new  and  special 
meaning.  Tho  people  are  shaking  off  their 
sloth  and  indifference.  They  are  awakened 
ready  for  a fresh  beginning.  And  co- 
operation can  lead  the  way.  B.  M. 


MAKING  MILK  DEAR. 


NEWS  FROM  ALL  PASTS. 

Mrs.  J.  NichollS,  31,  Holme-street,  Liver- 
sedge.  is  now  secretary  of  the  Heckmoud- 
wiko  Guild. 

Officials’  classes  were  recently  held  .by  the 
Lincoln  district  at  Peterborough.  Mrs. 
I’ ns  worth  was  the  teacher. 

Tho  members  of  the  Northampton  Guild 
le  colly  presented  their  president  (Mrs. 
Wilson)  with  a silver  flower  vase  and 
flowers. 

With  sincere  regret  we  record  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Evans,  secretary  of  the  Pontefract 
Guild,  which  occurred  on  the  IGth  ult.  Her 
influence  in  the  Guild  branch  was  a source 
of  inspiration,  and  she  is  greatly  missed 
by  the  members.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Society  cf  Friends. 

A whist  drive  was  recently  held  by  the 
nu . ibor . oi  the  Prestwioh  Guild  in  aid  of 
1 he  Russian  Famine  Fund.  There  were 
one  hundred  players  present.  The  board 
o-  .jp a 1; a e;ement  provided  the  prizes,  which 
were  presented  by  the  society's  president 
(Mr.  Which).  A sum  of  £7  waS  raised. 

A new  branch  has  been  opened  in  the 
Oxford  district,  and  will  be  "known  as  the 
Gorso  Hill  Guild,  Swindon.  The  officials 
are: — Mrs.  Tucker  (president),  Mrs.  Page 
(secretary  1,  Mrs.  Holloway  (treasurer),  and 
Me-.!. sues  Barnes,  Norris,  Thompson, and 
Cater  form  the  committee.  Mrs.  Taylor 
(district  secretary)  was  the  speaker  at  the 
first  reo-'ting.  The  branch  has  now  fifty 
members. 

. \.  YORKSHIRE— THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
3 3 — Par  catered  lor. — Apply,  Jlanojereta, 

Ts.U— '*-t  tU  Di>4nct  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
«n  Sr-a  Brandi.  Bostoa  spa,  Yorks. 


What  is  termed  a “ grave  crisis  ” 
in  agriculture  has  arisen  from  the  action 
of  the  milk  combine  in  forcing  down  the 
•price  of  milk  to  5d.  a quart. 

The  dairy  farmers  are  crying  out 
bitterly  that  ruin  will  follow  the  reduc- 
tion, and  are  threatening  that  if  the 
reduction  coilies  about  thousands  of 
milch  cows  will  be  sold  for  slaughter 
in  order  to  reduce  the  supply  of  milk 
and  raise  the  price  again. 

The  complaints  of  the  -farmers  are 
not  directed  against  the  consumers  but 
against  the  middlemen  who  apparently 
want  to  sell  the  milk  cheap  to  the  con- 
sumer and  yet  retain  their  own  level 
of  profit  at  the  expense  of  the  farmer. 
If  this  is  so  the  poor  babies  who  will 
benefit  by  the  cheaper  price  seem  to 
be  between  " the  devil  and  the  deep 
sea.” 

To  us  the  remedy  seems  to  be  a 
united  effort  to  break  the  combine  of 
middlemen  who  have  too  long  ruled 


over  the  lives  of  our  little  ones  by 
increasing  the  hold  of  our  own  C.W.S. 
over  this  primary  necessity  of  life. 

The  impossibility  of  buying  milk  at 
qd.  a quart  has  distressed  us  for  long 
enough,  and  a further  definite  decline 
in  consumption  due  to  unemployment 
has  come  about  resulting  in  what  is 
termed  “ over-production.” 

To  our  mind  there  can  be  no  “ over- 
production ” while  thousands  of  babies 
and  weakly  persons  have  to  go  short. 
Adjustment  of  the  various  interests 
concerned  in  the  production  and  dis- 
tribution of  milk  should  be  brought 
about  by  co-operation  not  by  the 
restriction  of  supplies  in  order  to  make 
milk  dear. 

While  all  the  interests  are  quarrelling, 
we  are  able  to  give  particulars  of  how 
some  co-operators  are  faring  during  the 
crisis,  and  how  societies  which  have  been 
loyal  and  true  to  the  C.W.S.  are  getting 
plentiful  supplies  for  their  members. 


WOMEN  AT  THE  C.W.S. 

MEETING. 

TnE  proceedings  of  the  general  C.W.S. 
meeting,  held  in  Manchester  on  Saturday 
last,  as  reported  in  the  present  ksue  of 
the  “News.”  suggest  many  reflections, 
but  the  space  left  at  our  disposal  this  week 
will  only  permit  of  the  briefest  reference. 
Glancing  aronnd  the  magnificent  hall  many 
women  delegates  were  noted,  and  for  the 
first  time  there  were  three  women  speakers 
— Mrs.  Mason  (Droyladen),  Mrs.  M'Ard 
and  Miss  Whittle  (Liverpool). 

Prior  to  tho  meeting  the  chief  topic  of 
conversation  was  the  election  of  a woman 
delegate  to  Hie  board,  and  a very  pleasant 


topic  it  seemed  to  bp  to  both  men  and 
women.  During  disetrssion  on  the  balance 
6heet,  Mrs.  M'Ard  made  a hit  at  the 
men  by  pointing  out  the  losses  at  the 
tobacco  factory,  but  Mr.  Wilkins  (chairman 
of  the  drapery  committee)  got  one  back 
when  he  asked  the  women  why  “ Desbeau  ” 
corsets  were  not  better  supported.  One 
society,  ho  said,  could  take  25,000  pairs  ; 
others  none  at  all ! 

That  there  are  arrears  of  economic  know- 
ledge to  make  up  in  co-operative  ranks  is 
a notorious  truth,  and  the  discussion  on 
co-operative  trade,  or  Hie  lack  of  it,  must 
find  more  acceptance  in  the  movement. 
“It  is  onr  greatest  danger,  and  may 
become  a disease,”  said  Mr.  Lander  on 
Saturday,  and  about  which  re  shall  have 
more  to  say. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 

CO-OPERATIVE  GUARDIANS. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  a W 
number  of  co-operative  women  have 
made  poor-law  guardians  t Ills  Near,  and  * 
offv»r  congratulations  to  all,  including  Mr.* 
Cavill,  who  lins  been  elected  as  a 
tive  candidate  to  the  Eoclesill  Hoards 
Guardians  ; to  Mrs.  Smyth,  a member  rf 
tho  Friern  Barnet  Guild  and  Child  \Volfw. 
Committee;  and  to _ Misw  Travers, 
founder  of  tho  Hanley  Guild  and  a ni’emS 
of  the  Bursleni  Society’s  educational^ 
mittee,  who,  along  with  Mrs.  Hayivanj 
has  been  re-elected  a members  of  tlm  Sj0w 
Board  of  Guardians.  Mrs.  Morris,  nlsu  J 
the  Hanley  Guild,  mid  chairman  of  th* 
Stoke  Board  of  Guardians  during  the  |Mst 
year,  lias  been  returned  unopposed.  Mrs 
Elizabeth  Yate,  vice-president  of  the  ])0,j 
Mount  (Manchester)  Guild,  though  uu6Uc. 
cessful,  polled  over  600  votes  udiilo  Mr* 
Scott  (Stockport)  and  Mrs.  Chow  (Black* 
pool)  are  among  those  who  polled  well,  but 
did  not  this  time  come  off  successful.  Mrs. 
Chew  missed  being  elected  by  nine  votes. 


Mrs.  Robinson  Mrs.  Giiiiiinh 

Ecclesail  Board  of  Darlington  Hoard 
Guardians.  of  Guardians. 


THE  REAL  WOMAN 

CO-OPERATOR. 

HER  VALUE  IN  OFFICIAL  POSITIONS. 

An  Mrs.  Blair  (C.C.  member)  iliil  nut  turn 
up  at  the  Oldham  District  Curlier  urr  lurid 
at  Uoyton,  on  Thursday  last  week,  her  pl.u.'O 
was  taken  by  Mm.  Yearn  (Sectional  Jouncil 
member),  who,  though  quite  unptt a 
dealt  with  the  subject  for  unicli  I1'- 
Blair  was  billed,  viz.,  “ Women  on  Co- 0;  era- 
tive  Boards  and  Committees.” 

Never  was  there  n greater  need  for  woima 
on  co-operative  boards  than  at  tho  pre^nt 
time,  said  Mrs.  Yearn;  never  wore  women 
more  dependent  on  the  efforts  of  i'U|cr 
women  ns  when  an  election  was  peiminR. 
Poesossed  of  a courageous  spirit,  wmneo 
were  of  inestimable  value  on  wi-operntiM 
oommittefls  to-day.  Speak  ncrerding  l 
your  convictions  and  stand  by,  want  V> 
know  to  bo  true.  Such  would  be  >*•>'  advice 
to  any  oandidate.  Anil  what  better  trmo- 
ing  ground  was  there  than  in  the  Wonmi' 
Guild.  The  “ woman  with  tho  basket  na* 
all  very  well,  but  until  a deeper  n ml  butter 
understanding  of  tho  principles  of  tlw ' 
operative  movement  was  achieved,  tliere  "• 
no  real  co-operative  woman. 

During  the  recent  Guardian  cl^Uo''** 
6fticl  Mrs.  Yearn,  I was  beaten  bv  two  ■'<>  1 
and  in  mentioning  this,  continued 
speaker,  I take  the  opportunity  « 
gently  reproving  my  women  iri.m.l-  lor  “ 
of  support.  Carrying  on  mv  <iun|>»W‘  1 , 

realised  more  than  ever  that  u «"l> 
can  be  overcome  nothing  else  will  l*'1  ,|CC  .• 
to  ensure*  the  success  of  progroswr 
candidates.  ' • ■ 

- Coming  to  the  question  of  " Miirnjj 
Women  in  Industry."  she  clearly 
out  that  to  abolish  those  in  tho  Pr‘  r“  ’ « 

would  eventually  result  in  tbo  -ab'ditl 
those  engaged  in  the  most  hnmbk 
If  one  close  of  married  women,  j!1"  . . 

doctors,  had  to  be  called  upon  te  r,  m ^ 

their  positions,  then  in  uJl  ju-ili  ■ . |(f 

lice  would  require  to  be  niwb  by  •>  <•  V ' 
round  if  you  desire  women  repr  -s-iitet 
give  them  all  the  help  you  posuM.*  # 

success  will  follow.  .j  1 

Mrs  Whitehead  (Oldham  LypiU^ 
would  vote  for  a woman  , rv  tun  . ' 
matter  which  party  e-he  represent 

Mrs.  Jackson  (Oldham  Indu  ’ r"1) 
knew  that  individual  co-operati^r  jj, 
had  been  asked  to  help  in  connection 
Mis.  Yearn’s  candidature.  .)* 

Mr.  Heard  (Roy ton)  contended 
co-operative  movement  was  Jepe.  < nt  ^ 
the  family  element  within  it.  . tJlftf« 
with  keener  knowledge  of  buying  •*  , ,r,  J 
would  probably  excel  the  male  1 " 

management  committees.  1 

elementary  book-keeping  aa*M 

branches.  , . 1,  .hocC&* 

Mrs.  Jackson  (Oldham  Indu  . I rj.d)  » ^ 
some  married  women  -nt.  H 

to  relieve  present-day  uiernom. 

stances  could  n< 
anv  restrictions 
would  be  bound  _ 
highest  to  the  lowest.  . 

Votes  of  thank*  were  moved  a 
hr  Mrs  Preston  'Oldham  M ,.  \ 

Mrs  Jnckaon  (Oldham  lodg  J j„ 
Ravnor  (president  of  the  drlr  ^ 

dia'ir,  K-liilc  ik  IM 

Mrs.  Goddard  (president  ot 


-0  pointed  out  tl.ot  3 

111 d not  be  inaml-od  = „ 
,-tiun-  oy  ;t,om 

yiuwi  to  affect  all  I • 
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CHEAP  MILK-AND  A SHORTAGE. 

FARMERS  and  middlemen  quarrel  over  price. 

PEOPLE  LET  DOWN:  C.W.S.  AGAIN  TO 

THE  RESCUE. 


BY  OUR  OWN  WOMAN  REPRESENTATIVE^ 


Cheap  milk— and  a shortage!  What  a paradox!  Read  the  following  article 

dealing  with  the  present  position  of  affairs,  and  you  will  then  see  why  the 
bright  prospect  of  a cheap  and  plentiful  milk  supply  has  disappeared,  and  how 
only  co-operative  societies,  and  our  C.W.S.  in  particular,  can  save  the  people 
and  the  children.  And,  remember,  this  cheap  and  plentiful  co-operative  supply 
of  milk  will  come  just  as  quickly  as  tho  people  determine  it  shall. 


Women  must  watch  very  closely  wliat  is 
taking  place  in  the  milk  trade  to-day. 
Strange  and  remarkable  though  it  may 
go  unit — yet  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  while 
the  price  of  milk  has  fallen  there  is  less 
supply-  And  tfliis  wlu'le  babies  starve, 
Income  rickety,  deformed,  and  lccblc-due 
to  fathers  being  unemployed. 

More  milk  than  can  be  sold  and  yet  the 
Ministry  of  Health  cuts  down  the  supplies 
lo  necessitous  mothers  and  babes!  Truly  a 
strange  world  in  which  we  live ! 

Whnt  Ims  happened  in  the  milk  trade? 
Just  this,  that  for  a long  time  fresh  milk 
has  been  so  expensive  that  more  and  more 
people  Live  taken  to  using  condensed  milk. 
In  1920  15,000  cwts,  of  condensed  milk  were 
imported  into  this  country,  mi  1921  no  less 
than  51,000  cwts.  wore  imported;  the  people 
did  not  buy  fresli  milk — they 
(oiild  not,  it  was*  too  dear — and 
the  consequence  is  that  to-day 
there  is  a'  glut  of  milk,  which 
the  farmers  are  willing  to  sell  as 
cheaply  as  possible.  But  “ no” 
toy  the  dairy  people — the  middle- 
nicrr— who  add  not  one  iota  lo 
the  production — merely  buy  and 
fell.  "No,”  say  they,  ‘Wo 
will  not  buy  the  milk  except  at  a 
price, " with  tho  result,  ‘‘  J'oo 
Much  Milk  ’’  which  people  cannot 
get,  and  rather  than  be  beaten 
the  farmers  are  either  throwing 
the  milk  away  or  giving  it  to  the 
pigs. 

What  is  Wrong? 

What  is  wrong?  Why  the 
sr.-tom  we  allow  to  exist.  ' It  is 
no  use  blamiug  either  the  milk 
dealer  or  the  farmer.  Each  is 
out  under  competition  to  protect 
the  interests  of  individuals. 

Our  duty  is  to  strengthen  our 
KKperativc  system — to  support 
wr  own  societies  and  the  C.W.S. 
in  Particular.  So  that  we  can 
produce  and  supply  ourselves 
wth  our  own  milk. 

Whnt  are  co-oj)erators  doing? 

'jell,  since  the  reduction  in  price 
Jbout  twice  as  much  again  has 
oeea  sold  by  the  C.W.S.  to  socie- 
ties, because  they  ha-ve  not  been 
able  to  get  their  supplies  from  the  fanners, 
but  overtures  for  contracts  at 'the  present 
moment  have  had  to  be  refused,  because 
Well  a course jcif  action  would  be  grossly 
'mfair  to  those  societies  doing  100  per  cent. 

“1  their  trade  with  the  C.W.S-..  ami  who  up 
°1no'v  hove  been  able  to  meet  the  increased 
.I,,  ■ The  C.W.S.  xJinrgp  lOd.  per  gallon, 

hough  they  offer  a higher  price  to  the 
armors  than  the  combines.  Like  many 
M.1  I . lePf?~e,1tntives  in  and  around  the 


to  members  only.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to 
say  that  these  co-operative  milk  depart- 
ments have  been  instrumental  in  making 
hundreds  of  new  members.  A member  of 
the  Beswick  Society  informed  ms  that  she 
bad  joined  the  society  because  her  co-opern- 
tive  neighbour  pointed  out  to  her  that  while 
she  paid  in  two  months  26s.  8d.  to  a private 
retailer  for  milk  it  would  cost  only  24s.  2d. 
fiom  tlie  stores — a saving  of  2s.  GJ.,  c r 15s. 
a year. 

New  plant  has  been  installed  at  the 
Eccles  Society's  dairy  for  pasteiirirtion  by 
steam,  but  as  all  the  milk  1,100  per  cent.) 
comes  from  the  C.W.S.  milk  depots,  and  is 
already  pasteurised,  there  lias  been  little  use 
for  the  plant  up  to  now.  The  odd  store- 
rooms. where  over  300  churns  of  milk  can 
be  kept,  are  larger  than  those  of  other  sotie- 
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A “ NUTRIX  ” BABY. 

Blooming  Like  a Rose. 

This  fine  little  fellow  was  reared  on 
“Nutrix  ” only  Ifrom  two  weeks  till  now, 
when,  at  six-and-a-half-months,  be  tips  the 
scale  at  21  Jibs,  fighting  weight.  The  price 
of  “ Nutrix  ” will  be  affected  bv  the 
reduction  in  the  price  of  milk.  Should  milk 
retail  at  5d.  a quart  during  the  summer, 
“Nutrix”  may  be  2d.  a tin  cheaper. 

ties  in  Manchester.  On  an  average  10.000 
pilots  are  sold  every  week,  to  both  Tfibni- 
bers  and  nrm-merabens,  but  last  week  over 
1,000  galley  is  extra  were  eckl.  “ It  would 
have  been  quite  impossible  to  have  met  our 
customers’  demands  if  we  had  dealt  solely 
with  fanners,”  Mr.  Myles  (dairy  manager) 
informed  us.  “We  have  found  it  cheaper 
nnd  more  convenient  to  deal  exclusively 
with  the  Wholesale.  Now  that  the  present 
crisis  has  arisen  we  are  better  pleased  than 
ever  Hiat  our  custom  is  given  to  the 
C.W.S.,  for  we  shall  not  have  to  disappoint 
one  customer,  which  many  societies  and 
private  traders  will  have  to  do.’’ 

fhe  society  does  a fair  trade  in  new  laid 
eg rn  nnd  oreaan,  and  trade  is  rnpidlv  in- 
creasing. During  tile  last  twelve  months 
tlie  milk  sale  has  increased  bv  20,000 
gallons. 

Women  Hail  Stores’  Milk. 
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At  all  these  societies  twice  as  much  milk 
has  been  sold  siuee  reduction  in  price,  while 
countless  members  not  able  to  afford  milk  at 
nil  latterly  are  now,  thanks  to  the  societies’ 
supplies,  taking  advantage  of  the  reduction 
>n  price.  Less  condensed  nnd  evaporated 
milks  are  now  sold  by  these  societies. 
Hitherto  some  families  never  saw  milk  but 
on  Sundays.  In  the  course  ci  our  investi. 
gntions  we  came,  aei cos  six  families  where 
the  children  never  saw  milk  but  oim  Sun- 
day moaning ; 6inte  the  reduction  in  price 
they  have  been  able  to  taste  it  daily,  and 
from  the  stores. 

The  following  story  was  told  us  by  one 
invalid  lady.  “ Shane  months  ago.”  she 
said.  “ I suffered  from  ancemia  so  badly  that 
my  doctor  recommended  a milk  diet.  I paid 
8d.  for  a pint  bottle  of  sterilised  milk  from 
a private  trader,  but  was  annoyed  to  find 
that  a few  hours  after  being  uncorked  it 
turned  sour,  and  had  to  be  thrown  away. 
My  doctor  told  me  to  buy  pasteurised  in  pre- 
ference to  sterilised  milk,  and  my  sister  re- 
commended me  to  get  my  milk  from  the 
“M.  and  S.”  Society.  .1  did  so,  and  the 
doctor  was  so  delighted  with  its  purity  that 
to-day  lie  will  not  have  any  other  milk  in  his 
house,  but  recommends  it  to  bis  patients.” 

Co-operative  mothers,  who  can  get  milk 
from  their  stores,  bail  the  reduced  price 
with  joy.  One  woman  said,  “ At  the  end  of 
ttvo  months  I sliall  be  able  to  buy  my  little 
girl  a pair  of  shoes  with  the  10s  sarim*  I 
shall  have  effected  from  my  milk  bill,”  and 
her  remark,  “ How  glad  I am  to  be  a mem- 
ber of  a co-operative  society,  otherwise  my 
savings  would  have  been  2s.  less,”  will  be 
echoed  by  hundreds  of  working  women  to 
whom  the  saving  of  a fow  extra  shillings  just 
now  is  of  considerable  importance. 


BOON  TO  MOTHERS. 

guildswoman  complimented  by  the  queen. 


The  entry  of  guildswomen  into  municipal 
Hie  .has  enabled  them  in  several  places  to 
give  practical  effect  to  the  teachings  of  the 
guild-room  For  instance,  it  was  mainlv 
through  the  work  of  Councillor  Mrs. 
can  ley  that  Battersea  has  a well-equipped 
maternity  home.  Alderman  Mrs  Kellv  a 
well-known  member  of  the  lloyal  Arsenal 
oociety  s educational  committee  and  an 
active  worker  in  the  Charllton  Guild,  has 
been  chiefly  instrumental  in  securing  a 
maternity  home  for  Greenwich,  where  she 
occupies  a seat  on  tlie  Borough  Council, 
jjnsnew  institution,  which  is  situated  at 
Shooters  Hill-road,  has  been  Required 
and  equipped  at  a total  cost  of  £5,395, 
half  of  which  lias  been  received  as  a grant 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  home 
comprises  a spacious  receiving  room, 
officers’,  matrons’,  and  nurses’  sitting- 
rooms,  with  kitchen  and  staffs’  dining- 
rooms. There  is  a large  general  ward  fitted 
up  with  eight  beds,  several  snmller  rooms 
to  accommodate  four  teds  for  private 
patients,  isolation  ward,  various  anti- 
chambers,  and  on  the  top  floor  the  nurses’ 
bedrooms. 

At  the  opening  ceremony,  which  was  per- 
formed by  tho  Mayoress  (Mrs.  E.  N.  Green- 
wood), several  members  ofrthc  local  guilds 
attended.  Alderman  Mrs.  Kelly,  in  the 
course  of  an  address,  stated  " that  the 
Council  had  accomplished  a work  which 
they  set  out  to  perform  two  years  ago.  It 
had  been  an  uplull  fight,  fraught  with  much 
anxiety  and  difficulty,  but  at  last  they  had 
achieved  their  purpose,  and  ehe  was  now 
experiencing  one  of  the  proudest  moments 
of  her  life. 

Speeches  were  also  delivered  by  Coun- 


cillor Clifton  and  the  Mayor,  who  paid  a 
tribute  to  the  excellent  work  of  Mrs.  Kelly 
and  lier  colleagues  on  the  committee. 

0“  the  occasion  of  the  Royal  visit  to 
Woolwich,  Queen  Mary  subsequently  visited 
tlie  maternity  home,  where  she  was  received 
Mayor  and  Mayoress,  Alderman 
Mrs.  Kelly,  and  members  of  tlie  Borough 
Council.  Mrs.  Kelly  escorted  tlie  Queen 
over  the  home,  and  hey  majesty  offered  her 
congratulations  at  tlie  excellent  provision 
which  had  been  made. 


A new  branch  has  just  been  started  at 
New  Evington  (Leicester)  with  Mrs.  Griffin 
secretary  and  Miss  Woolley  president. 

A new  guild  lias  just  been  opened  in  the 
Lincoln  district  at  Morton.  Mrs.  Breleford 
is  tlie  secretary  and  Mrs.  Burrell  president. 

Officials'  classes  were  recently  held  at 
Peterborough,  when  Mrs,  Unsworth  (Mid- 
land sectional  secretary)  was  the  teacher. 

The  South-West  Devon  district  held  a 
conference  at  Ford  on  the  28th  ult.,  when 
representatives  from  the  management  and 
educational  committees  attended.  Tho 
meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mrs.  Parkin 
(district  president).  Mrs.  Bouncy  (president 
of  the  Ford  Guild)  welcoming  the  delegates. 
Later,  Mrs.  Sansom  (sectional  secretary) 
gave  an  address  on  ‘‘Guild  Women  and 
Co-operative  Propaganda.'’  Me? dames  Bure, 
Kglington,  G.  pavis,  Buckingham.  Brav, 
Horsman,  Esserv,  Wall,  Bra  nnd,  and  Mr. 
Barrett  took  part  in  tho  discussion.  Votes 
of  thanks  were  moved  and  seconded  by 
Mrs.  Bracewell  and  Mrs.  Musgrove. 


flAKEYEP0TS*PANS 

Shine 


RjffiHTt 

Well 


/iousEwivEs’  Friend 

M<xde  by  tke  CW5  M PEIAW 


colours,  and  are  reliable  in  domestic 
use.  Ask  to  see  the  range  of  Viking  -Dyes 
at  your  Store. 


/CONGRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  the  best 
A-'  known  soaps — made  by  the  C.W.S.  for 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W.S.  flourish 
and  grow. 


T ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialities.  Ask  f >r  it  in  your  local  shop. 


CMOKERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  C.W.S.  always. 


DEVONIA  SERGES  are  the  productions 
of  the  Buckfastleigh  Mills  of  the 
C.W.S.  A 8k  to  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not.  why  not?  They  are  real  co-operative 
productions,  Al, 


BASSES  OF  FISH  sent  daily  from  tho 
C.W.S.  fish  station : Lowestoft.  Ask 
the  manager  of  your  own  store  to  arrange 
for  a trial  order  at  3s.  or  2s. 

“ pELAW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  a 
shoe-shine  that  rivals  sunshine. 
Always  brilliant  and  bright.  The  Shine  that 
won’t  come  off.” 

]if  ANAGERS  WANTING  HELP  in  the 

delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  tho 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley,  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 


“ ' I ’HE  PRODUCER  ” is  the  paper  for 
those  interested  in  the  business 
side  of  the  movement.  Ask  your  store  man- 
ager to  be  shown  a copy.  Tt  costs  three- 
pence a month — but  is  worth  more,  much 
more. 
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MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


fCORBESPOXDEXTS  are  requested  to  write  in  ink.  on 
one  tide  ol  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
age,  nex,  occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
••  noms-de-plitme " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
names  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  be  com 
sidered.  Address.  *'  The  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  hews. 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.) 

Rf.  Adenoids  (“  Ignoramus  ”).— You 
might'  write  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Bat- 
tersea General  Hospital  for  the  information 
and  lor  details  re  the  treatment,  and  how 
parents  may  obtain,  them. 

“ A Gastric  Stomach  ” (‘‘  A.  W.  W.  ). 

To  speak  of  “ a gastric  stomaoh  is  as 
absurd  as  to  speak  of  “ n manual  hand  or 
a " cardiac  heart,”  the  word  1 gastric 
meaning  “ stomaoh  ” ; and  as  you  give  no 
symptoms,  treatment  is,  or  course,  out  or 
the  question.* 

“ Shouldkr  Arthritis.”— After  two 

years  with  “ no  treatment  whatever,  1 tear 
you  cannot  expect  much  benefit  to  result 
now.  As  to  what  treatment  you  ‘ might 
have  had,”  that,  too,  is  useless  now.  1 
therefore  fear  it  is  now  a question  ol 
“ grinning  and  biding. ” 

Dyspepsia  (“  Sufferer”).— Here  is  a pre- 
scription which  may  do  you  good:  — 
Glycerine  of  pepsine,  2 ounces;  dilute  hydro- 
chloric acid,  4 drachms;  tincture  of  nux 
vomica,  H drachms;  chloroform  water  to  o 
ounces;  one  tablespoonful  to  be  taken  three 
times  a day  after  food. 

V D.  (“Anxious”). — You  were  rather 
late  iu  going  to  hospital;  but  you  can  do  no 
better  than  continue  the  treatment  pre- 
scribed there;  and  there  is  every  hope  of 
your  getting  better  in  time,  though  how  long 
is  impossible  to  estimate.  Medicine  is  not.  of 
much  use.  local  treatment  being  most  eftec- 
tive,  as  1 daresay  you  are  still  having  daily. 

“ Pf.law.”— Try  this  medicine  for  a week 
at  a time,  discontinuing  for  a week,  and 
resuming  for  another  week: — Sulphate  of 
quinine.  J drachm ; hydrobromic  acid,  1 
drachm;  syrup  of  lemon,  4 drachms;  water 
to  8 ounce’s.  One  tablespoonful  three  times 
a day.  Puncture  the  boils  with  a sterilised 
needle,  squeeze  out  the  contents,  and  apply 
sulphur  ointment. 

“ Robertos.” — To  l>e  consistent  with  the 
reputation  lor  “frankness”  you  accord  to 
me,  I must  say  that  phthisis  at  sixty  years 
of  age  is  not  very  hopeful  of  recovery, 
though  its  special  symptoms  may  be  alle- 
viated by  the  treatment  which  doubtless 
_your  wife  is  under.  From  your  letter,  I 
judge  her  to  be  suffering  from  post-nasal 
catarrh,  for  which  you  might  try  douching 
the  nostrils  with  hot  salt  and  water— one 
teaspoonful  to  a tumblerful. _ 

Sciatica  (“Wondering”).  — Sciatica 
seems  to  be  the  cause  of  your  symptoms, 
for  which  you  ought  to  lie  up  for  a while; 
apply  hot  fomentations  to  the  part,  and  take 
the  following  mixture  for  a week  at  a time, 
discontinuing  for  lour  days,  and  resuming 
for  another  week  : —Sulphate  of  quinine,  } 
drachms;  hydrobromic  acid,  3 drachms; 
tincture  of  aconite,  1 drachm  ; spirit  of  chlo- 
roform, 2 drachms;  camphor  water  to  8 
ounces.  One  tablespconlul  three  times'  a 
day. 

An.v.mia  (“  Jean  H.  M.”). — Yes,  you 
seem  .to  be  anaemic,  and  the  first  thing  you 
need  is  more  out-of-doors  and  more  fresh 
air,  your  occupation,  typist  and  book- 
keeper, being  too  confining  for  you.  Con- 
tinue the  “Blaud's  Pills”;  take  plenty  of 
milk,  cream,  eggs,  with  meat  in  modera- 
tion, emulsion  oik  cod  liver  oil  and  malt; 
but  above  all  get ’more  fresh  air  and  out-of- 
doors  exercise.  Another  common  factor  iu 
auaunia  is  constipation — so  common  among 
young  women— and  the  cure  of  this — by  diet 
and  exercise — as  so  often  detailed  in  this 
column — will  go  a long  way  to  “curing” 
the  anaemia. 

“ A.  B."  (Bolton). — If  you  really  have  a 
rupture — even  what  you  describe  as  “a 
slight  one” — you  should  wear  a truss, 
which,  however,  instead  of  causing  you  pain, 
should  relieve  it.  or  the  truss  does  not  fit, 
and  should  be  changed.  But  if  “ there  is 
no  swelling  of  any  kind,”  there  can  be  no 
rupture;  it  the  pains  are  in  the  bowels,  they 
may  be  due  to  constipation.  You  might  try 
this  mixture  for  a week  at  a time,  then  dis- 
continue for  a week,  and  resume  for  another 
week: — Carbonate  of  magnesia,  1 drachm; 
bicarbonate  of  soda.  2 drachms;  powdered 
Turkey  rhubarb.  1 drachm;  tincture  of  gen- 
tian, 2 drachms;  peppermint  water  to  8 
ounces ; one  tablespoonful  three  times  a day. 

Rf  Pleurisy  (“  B.  N.”). — Many  cases  are 
diagnosed  as  due  to  “ pleurisy  ” that  are 
really  due  to  “pleurodynia” — neuralgia  of 
the  intercostal  nerves;  and  pleurisy  is  often 
, a secondary  condition — or  complication 
— consequent  upon  injury  to  the  ribs,  tuber- 
cular disease  of  the  lungs,  and  other 
‘•primary”  causes.  It  generally  results  in 
a collection  of  fluid  in  the  chest,  which  is 
apt  to  “run  on”  into  an  abscess,  which 
requires  to  be  “ opened,”  to  let  out  the  pus. 
It  is  altogether  a more  serious  condition 
than  is  often  imagined,  and  when  a patient 
says  that  lie  has  bad  “ pleurisy  for  a few 
days.”  he  is  more  likely  to  have  had  pleuro- 
dynia. 

Depression  (“Iron  and  Steel”). — An 
abnormal  mental  condition  is  yours,  coupled 
with  a habit  you  have  got  into  of , exagger- 
ated ideas  and  too  much  introspection;  aud 
your  request  for  “ something  special  to 
take  ” for  the  condition  is  suggestive  of  the 
classic  question  : “ Oanst  minister  to  a mind 
diseased?”  Not  that  yours  is  really 

diseased  ” — that  is,  that  you  are  suffer- 
ing from  iusanit.v:  but  candour  compels  me 


to  say  that  it  is  in  that  direction  that  your 
encouragement  of  such  exaggerated  “ feel- 
ings ” and  “ imaginings  ” tend,  unless  you 
pull  yourself  together  and  make  a deter- 
mined effort  to  throw  off  the  morbid  and 
unhealthy  ideas  you  are  now  a prey  to.  You 
are  your  own  best  physician,  and  no  one 
can  help  you  as  you  can  help  yourself.  So 
buck  up,  man,  and  all  will  yet  be  well  with 
you. 

“ H.  T.  J.” — “Courteously,  plainly,  and 
straightforwardly  ” is  how  we  endeavour  to 
reply  to  our  correspondents.  Distressful 
indeed  must  be  your  condition  if  it  be  liter- 
ally true  that  you  only  get  five  minutes’ 
sleep  during  the  night  and  “ drowsiness  for 
a short  time”  after  meals;  but  the  piles 
are  not  dtie  to  “ weakness  caused  by  loss  of 
sleep.”  Rather  are  they  due  to  constipa- 
tion, which  should  be  treated  by  coarse  foods 
— brown  bread,  green  vegetables,  fruits, 
oatmeal  porridge,  and  such.  As  to  “ what 
you  are  to  do”  for  the  sleeplessness,  that 
js  more  easily  asked  than  answered.  But 
one  thing  you  must  not  do.  viz.,  you  must 
not  take  anything  “ to  make  you  sleep,” 
either  in  the  shape  of  alcohol  or  drugs.  A 
glass  of  very  hot  milk  last  thing  at  bedtime 
may  help  you,  and  constipation,  if  it  exists, 
must  be  got  rid  of. 


CALENDAR. 


APRIL'. 

Southern  Section  (Kent  District  Association). — 
Business  Conference,  in  the  Co-operative 
Hull,  Strood,  at  3 p.tn.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : “ Grocery  and  Provisions.”  Speaker, 
Mr.  J.  Turnbull  (Durllord). 

North-Western  Section. — Bolton  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hull,  Leigh,  at 
3 p.rii.  Subject  for  consideration  : “ Com- 
peting Co-operators  " ; to  be  introduced  by 
iMr.  j.  Bradshaw  (secretary,  North-Western 
Section). 

North-Western  Section . — Rochdale  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  U.M.C.  Lecture  Room, 
Bethel-street,  Heywood,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : ” Matters  of  Importance  to 
be  Discussed  at  the  Brighton  •Congress." 
Address'  by  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A. 

Southern  Spction. — Surrey  District  Conference, 
in  the  Owen  Hall,  Union-road,  Farr, ham, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Tlie 
Work  ol  the  District  Committee."  Paper 
by  Mrs.  M.  Brown. 

Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educational  Asso- 
ciation.— Conference  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  204,  Liscnrd-road,  Wallasey,  at  3-15 
p.m.  Subject'  for  discussion  : " Landmarks 
in  the  History  of  Co-operation.”  Address 
by  Mr.  B.  E.  Roberts  (Coin). 

North-Western  Section. — Annual  Conference,  on 
the  Central  Premises  of  the  Oldham  Indus- 
trial Society,  King-street,  Oldham,  at  2-15 
p.m.  Subject  lor  consideration : " Inter- 
national 'Co-operative  Alliance  and  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Trade."  Address  by 
Mr.  H.  J.  May  (secretary,  International  Co- 
operative Alliance).  — 

Southern  Section.— Oxford  District  Conference, 
in  the  Wesley  Institute,  Faringdon-street, 
Swindon,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  lor  discussion: 
“The  International  Co-operative  Alliance." 
Speaker,  Mr.  J.  Dickinson  (Co-operative 
Union). 

Women’s  Guild. — East  Yorkshire  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Belle  Vue- 
street,  Scarborough,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject 
lor  discussion  : " Women  in  Co-operation." 
Speaker.  Mrs.  Webster  (Sectional  Council 
Member). 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A HIGH-CLASS  BANKER  S ROLL  DESK,  Sit.  by 
3ft.,  replica  of  presentation  desk,  to  lie  sold 
cheap.  We  also  supply  all  kinds  o(  OFFICE  SUP- 
LIES.— Send  your  inquiries,  The  Midland  Woodworkers, 
It  pistol-street,'  Birmingham. 


ATTRACTIVE  ADVERTISING  ad  lib  at  Minimum 
Cost;  Correct  Display  Lettering,  Method,-  ond 
patterns  2s.  9d. ; Business’  Outfit,  Letters,  Figures, 
Prepared  Wordings,  100  Tinted  Slips,  complete  with 
export  instruction,  5s.  6d.  post  free. — Conway  Sign 
Service,  Wroysbury,  Bucks. 

EVONSHIRE~ CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thing, 
famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prizrf,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter.  ^ 

FREE. — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  ol  your  name  and 
address;  also  particulars  of, money  mating  spare- 
time  agency.— E.  Rjchpord,  B and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 


ONE  Hunt's  DOUBLE-DECK  OVEN  lor  SALE;  10ft. 

by  6ft.;  bottom  oven,  drawplate;  top  oven,  peel. 
Also  ONE-SACK  DOUGH-MIXER,  with  flour  elevator 
ond  tempering  tarfl:.— For  particulars,  apply,  DeTby 
Co-operative  Society,  Albert-street,  Derby. 

/ COMPLETE— PAPER  LETTER  CUTTING  SYS- 
£/ ” TEM.— ' " Primo”  (Dept.  B.).  27,  Clarendon- 
road,  Blackpool. 


WORKING  A 4'1-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887.  • 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  In  Leeds  to  DINE 
" at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society'* 
Restaurant  . 

Quality  is  Right.  Trices  are  Right. 

Note  the  Address : ALBION  STREET. 

Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manufac- 
turing SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  ol  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (lor  Tailoring 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Addrccs,  Folios  Street.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 


CHESTER. 


1 the  beautiful  Dee. 


Parties  not  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheon* 

1 ■ - - - and  Teas  at  the 

CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOREGATE  ST. 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKERS  The  N.D.D.  AW. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  " Readable  ’’Trails  Union 
r«per.  Published  fortnightly 
(cu  Sityrdays).  Price  2d., 
from  bruiwh  secretaries.  or  3d. 
poet  free  from  Central  Office — 
— ~ * 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BOOT  DEPARTMENT— MANAGER  Wanted;  sales 
and  boot-repairing  factory;  central  and  three 
brandies;  present  trade  £22,500;  membership  30,000; 
N.U.C.O.  scale.— Applications,  stating  fully  experience, 
ago,  and  enclosing  copies  only  of  testimonials,  to  Iks 
sent  to  Birkenhead  aud  District  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.,  14,  Cathcriiia-street,  Birkenhead,  not  later  than 
April  18th. 


7VT UNEATON  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  Require  a 
IV  FARM  MANAGER;  preference  given  to  one  who 
has  held  a similar  position;  wages  £4  per  week,  house 
and  light;  farm  240  acres,  half  arable,  half  pasture.— 
Applications  by  letter,  giving  full  particulars  as  to 
qualifications.  4c.,  endorsed  “ Bailiff,”  Co-operative 
Society  Lt<T7  Abbey-street,  Nuneaton.  


PORK  BUTCHER;  must  he  good  shopman,  slaugh- 
terman, and  good  at  making  up  smalls;  one  with 
a knowledge'  of  beef  trade  preferred,  but  not  essen- 
tial; wages  70s.  per  week.— Applications,  endorsed 
■*  Butcher,"  stating  age.  experience,  and  two  refer- 
ences, should  be  forwarded  to  the  General  Manager, 
Crompton  Oo-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Park-street,  Shaw, 
net  Inter  than  Wednesday,  April  19th. 

THE  Board  of  Management  of  the  Blackpool  Co- 
operative Society  beg  to  thank  all  applicants  for 
the  post  of  DRAPERY  MANAGER,  recently  advertised, 
and  to  say  that  Mr.  Sherwood  (Rochdale)  has  been 
appointed. 


■\7STANTED,  an  experienced  MAN  for  Gents'  Oulflt- 
v T ting  and  Clotbiug  Department,  with  experi- 
ence also  of  Furnishing  und  Hardware;  must  be  good 
stockkeeper  and  salesman,  ond  capable  ol  carrying 
out  all  orders  for  dothing,  bespoke  or  readymades; 
sales  £50  to  £60  weekly.— State  age,  particulars  of 
experience,  wages  desired,  and  enclose  copies  only  of 
te-tiinoninl  •,  by  Tuesday,  April  18tb,  to  the  Committee, 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Winner-street,  Paignton, 

S.  Devon.  - 

ITSTANTED,  competent  MANAGER  lor  Dairy  dealing 
M with  8,000  to  9, COO  gallons  of  milk  per  week; 
good  organiser;  large  experience  in  every  branch  of 
dairy  work,  including  cheese,  butter,  Ac.;  strict  dis- 
ciplinarian.—Apply,  stating  age,  experience,  and  wage 
required,  to  Stockton  Co-operative  Society, 'Wcllmgtoii- 
etrect,  Stockton. 


1XT1NDY  NOOK  COOPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LTD.— 
Wanted,  SECRETARY;  must  be  a qualified  ac- 
countant, experienced  in  cooperative  bookkeeping; 
to  take  charge  of  stall,  and  one  with  knowledge  of 
shorthand  preferred;  wages  as  per  N.U.C.O.  operating 
in  Northern  Section,  and  based  on  sales;  business 
done  about  £160,000  per  annum.— Application  by  letter 
on  or  before  April  15th,  staling  age,  experience,  and 
with  copies  of  recent  -testimonials,  to  Secretary,  ad- 
dress, Chapel-street,  Windy  Nook.  Gateshead. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


ASSISTANTS,  MANAGERS,  BUYERS,  WARE- 
HOUSEMEN. CLERKS.  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  applyi 
Joily- Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  end  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.l. 


BAKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  BlNHELD,  General  Secro- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sydney-street,  London,  3.W. 

MANAGER;  lifelong  co-operative  experience;  aged 
40;  grocery  and  provision  expert;  all-round 
knowledge  of  co-operative  business;  10  years  with  Strat- 
ford Society  (London);  buying  experience. — ” J.  B.," 


TAILORING.— CUTTER,  aged  38.  seeks  Position  as 
CUTTER  or  CUTTER-MANAGER;  two  first -class 
London  diplomas,  " with  honours  ” In  cutting  ladies' 
and  geqtlemen's  garments  London  experience;  can  cut 
for  and  organise  sub-divisional  tailoring;  two  years' 
co-operative  experience.— Box  75,  ” Co  operative  News," 
Manchester, ' 

T 71 7 AN  TED,  Situation  by  well-experienced  MAN  as 
▼ ▼ MANAGER  or  MANAGING-SECRETARY  to 
small  society;  splendid  testimonials;  home  counties 
preferred;  at  liberty  ono  week  from  appointment;  in- 
quiries solicited.— Address,  *'  Midiantler,”  " Co-opera- 
tive News  " Office,  Manchester. 


APARTMENTS. 


DOUGhAS.—"  Claremont,"  Looh  Promenade;  Prl. 

Hotel  aud  Boarding  Extab. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  " Claremont,"  Douglas.— Tariff  from 
C.  N.  CHADWICK,  Proprietor. 


DOUGLAS,  I.OjM.— Mrs.  Hornb,  late  of  Flixton  and 
Irlam;  7 minutes  from  brut.;  most  central;  borne 
from  home;  terms  moderate.— ” SeacliiT,”  6,  Churoh-rd. 

DOUGLAS  I.O.M.— Mrs.  Taylor  is  now  booking 
dates;  home  comforts;  prettiest  part  of  Dougloa. 
— 6,  Queeu’s-avenue. 

DOUGLAS.  LO.M.—  Miss  B.  CiLUSIKR,  ” Endcliffe," 
26,  Bucks-road,  for  Ownfortable  Apartments; 
book  early;  coble  cars  pat  you  down  at  the  door; 
established  over  forty  years. 

It 

Apartments. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artiste* 
to  R Hibbebd,  66,  Great  Prescott-street,  London,  E.L 
A snow  WITH  A Bia  REPUTATION. 

WT  ILL  CARTER'S  ” M ERR  IP.  MIMICS."  Alway* 
IT  a success.  A show  built  to  please.  Eeper- 
loire  pro.;  terms  mod.— 15,  W&rwick-stxeet,  llulmo, 
Manchester.— TeL  1163  CenuaL 


A CO-OPERATIVE  UNIVERSITY 
SCHOLARSHIP. 

Present  Value  about  £125  per  annum. 

THE  NEXT  EXAMINATION 

for  the  Hughes'  Scholarship,  tenable  for 
three  years  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  will 
be  held  In  May. 

Candidates  'males  only)  must  be  between  the  ages 
of  16  and  2L  F all  particulars  of  these  scholarships 
can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood,  Secretary, 
Education  Department.  Co-operative  Union  Limited, 
Holyoake  House.  Hauorer  Pueet,  Manchester. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

North-Western  Sectional 
Board  Election. 

The  Blackburn  (Amalgamated) 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

solicit  the  votes  and  support  of  Sodelies  on  behalf 
of  their  Nominee, 

Mr.  James  Hopwood, 

A Co-operator  of  26  years’  standing,  he  has  bee* 
an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Management  fw 
a number  of  years,  and  on  the  Executive  of  hi, 
own  Trade  Union  during  the  past  twelve  year*. 
A convincing  and  fluent  speaker,  he  it  |u||  J 
enthusiasm  for  Propaganda  and  Educational  work 
in  connection  with  the  movement,  and  has  lakea 
classes  on  the  Co-operative  Union  Texl-Book, 

“ Induitrial  Co-operalian.” 

He  is  in  every  respect  a real  good  man,  and  w« 
confidently  request  your  support. 

JOHN  WILD  NORTH.  P,„ij;nL  i 
RIXON  HINDLE.1  Joint 
JOHN  DEWSNAP, ) Secret,, 1m. 

SOUTH-WESTERN  SECTIONAL  BOAfiD 

OF  THE  CO  OPERATIVE  UNION. 

The  Committee  of  tlie  Bttckl'.i  T!d„h 
Co-operative  Society  Limited  Jieg  to  ask 
your  vote  and  influence  on  hoifflf  ui  their 
nominee, 

Mr.  JAMES  MISGLET 

for  the  Committee  of  the  South-Wr stcra 
Sectional  Board  of  the  Co-operative  L’niou. 
His  business  ability,  as  well  as  ln<  spcijnj 
knowledge  of  the  Cooperative  Movement 
will,  we  feel  confident,  make  him 
acquisition  to  the  Board. 

Mr.  Midgley  is  at  present  a member  ,if  tin 
Society’s  Management  Committee,  ami  list 
had  nearly  twenty  years’  practical  experienro 
of’Co-operative  Work. 

We  are  confident  that  our  candidate,  if 
elected,  will  do  justice  to  the  .Mm  mont. 
and  he  a valuable  asset  to  the  .Sc . i ional 
Board. 

Reserve  one  vote  for  James'  Midgley, 
p.p.  The  Committee  of  Management, 
G.  IS.  Andrews. 

_Mnnaging  Se<i.  ;ary. 
W.  H.  Bnow.v,  President ; 


TJ0-0PE  RATIVE 
Sold  by  all 

MAKE.  / A / 

/j 

Co-operative 

Societies. 

© 

/Cr 

Don’t  Forget  to 
Ask  For  / 

This  / 

Brand,  j ^ 

j Ladies’ 

/O’  / *”d 

y/ 

* \ 

J / HOSIERY 

/A 

)/  AND 

/ UNDERWEAR. 

fe/ 

Manufactured  by  the 

WIGST0N  HOSIERS  Ltd., 

Wlgaton  (Cooperative 
1'roductire  bociely). 

National  Co-operative 
Managers’  Association’s 
Executive 

Urge  all  members  of  the 
Association  to  conduct 
their  business  transactions 

in  their  own  office®' 
or  in  the  offices  or  estab- 
lishments of  the  firw8 
with  whom  they  do 
business,  and  decline 
to  do  business  in  t"e 
streets. 

C.  W.  SWINGLEB,  Pf«'da* 
W.  J.  Whitney.  SecreW; 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


It  you 
want 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEBOPE 

Brand. 


Addreis:  8PEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


Hoy  IS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


HQLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  tor  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

^ Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Moat  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


tL,”  “ Eccles,"  " Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rntherford  Street,  Newcaatle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 


provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control.  td  - 1 \ 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow.  i 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Bd.,  London,  W.  1 | 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


FOR  — 


WHISKS 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH, 

Telephone:  PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegrams : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH, 

H,.d  Offices : KINGSWAY  HOUSE.  KINGSWAY,  LONDON.  W.C,2,  Works:  WILLESDEN 
JUNCTION.  LONDON.  N.W.  10.  ,nd  PETERBOROUGH.  Breaches:  70.  WELLINGTON 
STREET.  GLASGOW,  72,  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


— t t6e  Reliable  Jiome  2)yes.  — 


: DRUMMER 
■DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 
bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Said  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDCES,  BOLTON. 


Makers  of  Edges'  "SDolly  Slue"  <$  “3)olly  <3ream.' 


Is  the  BOOU  for 

, ' w Boys  w.  .r. 
I SiRArt : RcliAbbe.  I 


BestWuc  : & 

'—'■w-w-AWt  by  the  U 

CromfitoaBoorAluiuto, 

I&UVlbks.Dcslvrjta^L 


“Che  ideal” 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Boyd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Mahers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grandrellcs,  Flannelette, 
Silesias,  Linenettes,  Lustres,  & SilHctcen  Lining! : 
also  oi  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone : National.  Burnley.  1 S3.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No. 9 Pillar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tbnsts.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Croquet. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Mis3  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newehurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixturg 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perjed  in  Quality.  II  ; ; Moderate  in  Price; 

MANUFACTURED  BV 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works.  Droylsdon. 


WANTFH  All  Co-opcTators  & 
V?  1 S2jUj  Trade  Unionist* 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  B’*“J  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Soci.ty  ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Lttk,  Stafford  shir,. 

'rwJTi?8  frl,M8  f?r  Uand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closing 
«rifcS-Tal  0r8o,  Put^n'H°lo  Twist,  Ac.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  uud  other  Trimming!! 
Agents : Ths  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Socictiik 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Lid, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Moat 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

Ail  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trada  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS,  n°»u, 

• Leicester. 

Branch  Warehouse : 8,' Withy  Grove.  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  Ml?  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Hills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Maflufacturers  of  PACOjrA  (Regd.1) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  he  had  at  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 
PJeaie  ash  for  Ihcm. 


MT 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  — 

ALL  FOB  EACH 


This  well -known. 
CO-OPERATIVK 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUAR  ANTI-IK 
OF  QUALITY 
and — • 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH.  > 


►0-e-a- 


— <s>-®»V3’A!!S5!' 


VinaTgamation  I 


QUAF 


Ask  at 
Your  Store 
for 


Coso  Cocoa 


“The 

Cocoa  with 
a Charm.” 


AND  . GET  INTO  THE  COUPON  COLLECTING  HABIT. 


Coupons  Leading  to  Free  Boxes  of  Chocolate  are  included  with  the  Coso  Cocoa. 


©-►©-•- 
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A Capital  Butter  Substitute  is 

Friary  Lactic  Cheese 

From  the 

C.VV.S.  Eutter  Establishment,  Bristin^tan. 


Tell  Your  Tailor  you  want 

C.W.S.  BESPOKE  SUITS, 

They  are  the  Right  Raiment. 


^□□□□□□□□aaonaaDoooDDPonnnocomaQ^anuODannDnnoDDc 

I 

j THE  QUALITY  LINE.  + * 

SILVER  SEAL 
MARGARINE 


Made  from  the  FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS, 
Specially  refined.  ::  Churned  with  RICH 

CHESHIRE  MILK.  Mixed  with  the  maxi- 
mum quantity  of  BE  ST  BUTTER  allowed 
by  law.  ::  Manufactured  by  BRITISH 

::  CO-OPERATIVE  LABOUR. 


ioooK 


■ P 


H - ■ “j 


BETTER  than  BUTTER  of  Inferior 


Quality. 


Ij^amffiDacncnDDc 


□ 

EOQ|j| 


THIS  SKIRT 

costs  only 

8s.  lid. 


It  is  made  at  the 

C.W.S.  Factory 

and  gives  opportunity  fof  Societies 
::  to  draw  trade  at  a dull  lime.  :: 

It  also  helps  to  maintain  employment 
in  Co-operative  Works. 

Splendidly  made  and 
finished — it  is  fall  value. 


PJlOQCDxft 


nnn  □□□□□□□□□aaXDCDOOOt 


ON  SALE  AT  ALL 

CO-OPERATIVE  STORES. 

DQDDaoDODancrcocgi 





supply  all  YOUR 


requirements  in 


Lathes  and  Accessories, 
Stocks  and  Dies, 

Gas  arid  Steam  Fittings, 
Transmission  Gear, 

Electrical  Plant  & Accessories 
Refrigerating  Plants, 


yreitpnoNE 
{ 4615 


and  give  you  Expert  Advice  in  all 
Engineering  matters. 


finer','  Pendleton. 


) YOUR 
IEN  TS^ 


telephone 
AVENUE  - 7100 


C0-0MIWTI7B  NEWS,  AND  JOURNAL  Of  A3SOCWKD  fNDCSTRT,  April  22nd.  1922. 

CO-OPERATORS  AND  EUROPEAN  PROBLEMS. — See  page  4. 


UNIVERSiTr  OF  ILUHOIS  LIBRA 


STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  o( 

c.w.s. 

BISCUITS. 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 


■ FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2,656.  No.  156.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  April  22,  1922. 


STICKS— ’TIS  GLUE 

• A Special  Soluble  Glue  which  dissolves  readily  m hot 
water— no  sleeping  required — is  prepared  at  the  C.W.S. 
Glue  Works,  Ponleiract. 


Sold  in  Small  Cakfs  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


HERRING  ROES  AS  GOOD  AS 
COD-LIVER  OIL. 

VITAMINF.S  NOT  SPOILED  BY  COOKING. 

( .‘Juris t ia nia , Tnurschi v . 

Writing  in  the  “ Tidens  Tegn  '*  to-day, 
Professor  Johan  Hjcrt  and  Professor 
Hopkins  state  that  they  have  just  con- 
cluded experiments  at  Cambridge  which 
prove  that  vitamine-s  exist  in  the  same 
high  degree  in  the  ova  of  the  herring  and 
the  cod  as  in  cod-liver  oil,  and  that  these 
ova  must  therefore  be  considered  as  an 
important  foodstuff. 

Professors  Hjort  and  Hopkins  add  that 
their  investigations  have  further  led  them 
to  the  conclusion  that  vitamines  are  not 
spoiled  by  cooking,  freezing,  cr  canning. — 
lieu  ter. 

The  foregoing  from  the  “ Manchester 
.Guardian  ” is  interesting,  especially  in  view 
°f  the  fact  that  herring  roes  are  now  being 
dealt  with  at  the  C.W.S.  Yarmouth  cannery. 

Managers,  theiefore,  will  do  well  to  stock 
these  as,  after  all,  oo-operators  must  have 
regard  to  food  value  as  well  as  food  prices. 

Herring  roes  are  put  up  in  glas3  and  cans 
°l  the  Yarmouth  cannery,  and  their  distri- 
bution throughout  the  cxv-operntive  move- 
ment should  bring  to  the  people  fresh 
sources  of  useful  food  supply. 

Members  should  ask  for  the  C.W.S. 
Herring  Roes. 


C-W.S.  CONCENTRATED  . . 

SIZE  

L l-lk,  1-Ib„  in d J-Ib.  packets.  AUo  In  cwt.  bugs. 

ce*e*al  purposes  and  all  branches 
nows  Decoration— a speciality  Of  the  C.W.S. 
Clue  Works  at  Pontefract. 


HOW  TO  KEEP  OUT  THE 

PROFITEERS. 


N.U.D.A.W.  SUGGESTION. 


ALL  TRADE  UNIONISTS  TO  BECOME  CO-OPERATORS. 


Over  500  delegates  were  present  at  the 
nnnnul  conference  of  the  National  Union  of 
Distributive  and  Allied  Workers  at  the 
Wharileclilfe  Rooms,  Great  Central  Hotel, 
London,  on  Easter  Sunday  and  Monday. 

Mr.  J.  Jagger,  in  liis  presidential  address, 
referred  to  the  position  in  which  most 
trade  unions  found  themselves.  A good 
deal  of  the  blame  lie  attributed  to  the 
workers  themselves  and  their  leaders. 
“There  is,"  he  said,  “ a defeatist  attitude 
of  mind  on  the  part  of  both.” 

They  were  meeting  at  a time  of  crisis, 
and  the  situation  certainly  did  not 
redound  to  the  credit  of  the  powerful 
trade  union  machine  which  grew  up 
during  the  war. 

Blit,  however  pessimistic  tlieL  “‘^o.Ud 
•ihmit  the  o-eneral  position  they 
agree  tliat  far  ns  their  own 
was  concerned  they  laid  shown  moi.e cf  a 
fighting  spirit  than  had  been  exhibited  b, 

™,°  ““.dhd 

membership  at  the  end  ol  the  !» 
“Mr^Tindle  (Droylsdent  wished  to.  tow 

it  the  Joint  Committee  of  L 

and  Co-operators  exeruseu  l 

arbitration.  . . nnaer  no  cir- 

The  President  &«j“iT^,,tive 
cum  stances  was  tins  there  was  a 

had  first  to  he  He  was 

good  case  to  go  to  ^ 

satisfied  with  the  J . im(j  put 

did  not  seem  very  anxious  to  function. 

Asked  if  a sliding  scale  of  wages  for  the 
r W S employees  had  been  agreed  to.  the 
£r'Ii dent  S that.  M,  anything  to  its 
effect  hod  appeared  in  the  pKS|  the  pre 
on  this  occasion  was  o poisonous  pre 

' aOther  delegates  urge4  t'hegen^*ffi 
the  demand  that  all  C.W.S.  employees 

should  be  members  of  a trade  union. 

The  President:  You  have  the  remedy  m 
vour  own  hands. 

Trades  Boards. 

Reolvinf'  to  questions  concerning  trades 
Bonn&^Mr  J.  Hallswortli,  one  ot  the  joint 
secretaries,  said  they  were  only  useful  from 
the  point  of  view  that  they  bunted  the 
worst  forms  of  sweating.  They  implied  an 
EU  with  employers  ami  the 
and  Labour  could  never  be  free  until  it  itselt 
enforced  conditions. 

But,  while  sweating  existed  and  while 
Labour  was  building  its  power,  they  must 
recognise  Trades  Boards  to  safeguard  t*he 
bottom  dogs. 

A report  on  the  negotiations  for  amalga- 
mation with  the  Shop  Assistants'  Union  was 
presented  by  Mr.  J.  Hallswortli.  He 
believed  they  would  get  the  rmalgiunation, 
but  the  responsibility  for  the  delay  was  upon 
the  Shop  Assistants  for  failing  to  agree  to  a 
joint  executive  meeting.  Amalgamation 
was  a crying  necessity,  and  they  had  got  to 
bring  it  about  as  soon  as  possible. 

A recommendation  to  continue  the  nego- 
tiations was  agreed  to,  and  fraternal  greet- 
ings were  despatched  to  the  conference  of 
Shop  Assistants  then  gathered  at  the 
Cannon-street  Hotel. 

Remarkable  Position. 

The  second  day’s  proceedings  were  taken 
up  with  the  consideration  of  revised  benefit 
scales  necessitated  by  the  financial  position 
of  the  Union.  Much  division  of  opinion  was 
evidenced  by  the  delegates  and  the  remark- 
able position  arose  of  amendments  to  reduce 
provident  benefits  being  defeated  as  well  as 
the  executive  proposals  to  reduce  such 
bene  tits  by  50  per  cent. 

Ultimately  an  emergency  resolution  from 


Leicester  was  carried  authorising  the  execu- 
tive to  operate  for  a iieriod  cf  twelve  months 
the  revised  scale  of  50  per  cent,  reduction, 
with  the  exception  of  25  per  cent,  sickness 
benefit  in  substitution  ot  50  per  cent,  as 
recommended. 

A proposition  from  Bristol  for  u levy  of  Is. 
per  week  for  adults  and  6d.  for  juniors  was 
defea  ted. 

A resolution  carried  without  discussion,  at 
the  behest  of  the  Newport  (Mon.)  branch, 
urged  that,  “ with  a view  to  removing  the 
production  and  distribution  of  our  neces- 
saries of  life  from  the  hands  of  profiteers, 
the  Executive  Council  be  requested  to 
sot  in  motion  a movement  to  get  all  trade 
unionists  to  become  interested,  active,  and 
purchasing  members  of  co-operative 
societies,  and  to  press  same  forward  with 
all  the  power  at  their  command." 

Droylsden  Industrial  branch  submitted  a 
resolution  dealing  with  working  conditions 
in  the  co-operative  movement,  declaring 
against  the  lengthening  of  the  working  day 
or  working  week,  and  “ recognising  the  fact 


"Here  ye  are  Guv’nor.  ‘Mail,’ 
‘Express,’  ‘News,’  and  ‘ Chronicle.’ 


Thousands  o’  pounds  at  death.  . . 

No  answer.  “ Lummy,  that  chap  wants 
his  benefits  here,  not  hereafter.” 


that  before  the  war  the  distributive  trades 
were  amongst  the  most  sweated,  suggest 
that  the  absolute  minimum  to  which  we 
shall  submit  shall  he  nothing  less  than  25 
per  cent,  above  1914  rate;  that  in  the  event 
at  any  time  of  negotiations  breaking  down, 
the  iiew  weapon  of  the  lightning  stay-in 
strike  be  applied. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

Mr.  John  Jagger  was  re-elected  president 
with  a vote  of  32,816. 

Miss  Wilkinson,  Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  Mr. 
Maclellan  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
Labour-  Party,  and  Mi  so  Wilkinson,  Mr. 
Mackinder,  and  Mr.  Burrows  as  represen- 
tatives to  the  Trade  Unions  Congress. 


QUAKER  STORIES. 

“ Nicholas,  the  Weaver,”  is  the  title  of 
a hook  of  Quaker  stories  by  Maude  Robin- 
son (Swarthmore  Press  Ltd.,  40.  Museum- 
street,  W.C.  1:  7s.  6d.  net).  They  are 
simple,  homely  sketches  of  weaters  and 
farmers  of  bygone  days  told  with’  much 
charm.  Efforts  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity are  commemorated  in  several  of  the 
tales,  as  William  Tuke’s  experiment  in  the 
humane  treatment  of  the  insane  and  Eliza- 
beth Fry’s  noble  work  for  the  prisoners 
of  Newgate.  Again,  honesty  in  trading, 
the  most  important  principle  of  the  co- 
operative movement,  is  the  feature  of  the 
story  about  the  farmer  who  was  so  honest 
that  he  labelled  a gander  “ Not  very 
young/’  _iquoh  to  the  consternation  of 
other  deaIeF9. 


INTERNATIONAL 

CO-OPERATIVE  BANK. 

BRITISH  AND  GERMANS 
WITHDRAW. 

The  special  committee  on  international 
co-operative  hanking  met  in  the  Palazzo 
Marino,  Milan,  oil  Wednesday  last  week, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  G.  I).  C. 
Goedhart,  of  Holland,  president  of  the  T.C'.A. 

The  theme,  which  was  submitted  by  M. 
Gaston  Levy  in  full  at  Brussels,  was  re- 
introduced by  that  gentleman  ill  the  way 
of  a further  paper,  to  which  he  added  his 
comments.  He  said  international  coopera- 
tive transactions  were  done  outside  t ho 
movement;  and  these  represented  im- 
portant amounts,  as  shown  in  French 
money  on  December  31st,  1921: — France, 
16,000,000  francs;  Germany,  very  im- 
portant, but  figures  not  available;  Poland, 
100,000  francs;  Tchecko-Slovnk,  45,000,000 
francs;  and  Switzerland,  25,000,000  francs. 
The  Wholesale  Societies’  productive  works 
sold,  relatively,  only  a little  part  of  their 
productions  abroad — England,  6,000,000 
francs,  and  France,  228,000.  What  was  to 
be  considered  was  the  intermediary,  in  pur- 
chases, of  the  C.W.S.  in  the  productive 
countries,  as,  for  instance,  France  for  wine; 
and  in  regard  to  sales,  the  investment  of 
the  national  output  for  obtaining  a better 
cost  price— England  for  soap,  France  for 
shoes.  International  co-operative  credit  had 
been  difficult  to  give,  as  debts  to  England 
had  not  been  paid  for  credit  given  during 
war  time.  However,  international  credit 
was  not  impossible. 

The  President  here  said  that  Herr  Kanf- 
mann  hud  seated  to  him  that  Germany  liar! 
now  joined  the  English  and  Scottish  C.W.S. 
in  withdrawing  from  the  international  bank 
proposal. 

“ I will  not  quench  tile  smoking  flax,” 
quoted  Mr.  H.  J.  May,  the  secretary  of  tho 
I.C.A..  from  the  Bible,  and  said  this  action 
of  Germany  had  the  appearance  of  this 
spirit. 

The  universal  silence  with  which  this 
banking  proposal  was  received  was  regretted 
by  Professor  Gide.  Why  not  the  English 
C.W.S.  open  out  a department  of  its  hank 
in  Balloon-street  for  foreign  trade?  Co- 
operators  should  not  consider  this  proposal 
as  business  men  only,  but  should  remember 
we  had  a mission  of  international  peace  to 
fulfil. 

It  seemed  to  lie  no  use  talking  about  tho 
scheme  now  the  British  and  the  Germans 
had  withdrawn,  said  Dr.  Renner.  The  prac- 
tical way  to  begin  was  by  each  country  hav- 
ing a national  co-operative  wholesale,  then 
a national  co-operative  hank,  all  of  which 
could  work  together  in  co-operation,  lead- 
ing to  an  international  co-operative  clearing 
house,  with  which  a start  might  lie  made  in 
Balloon-street,  Manchester. 

To  these  observations  M.  Gaston  Levy  re- 
plied. The  more  international  co-operativo 
transactions  grew,  so  in  importance  would 
become  the  international  co-operative  bank- 
ing transactions.  Co-operative  Wholesales 
had  now  introduced  foreign  departments, 
and  it  was  just  as  necessary  for  co-operative 
banks  to  have  foreign  departments  having 
for  their  object  a clearing  house. 

Herr  Lusteg  (Tchecko-Slovakia)  followed. 
M.  Victor  Serwy  (Belgium)  thought  the 
scheme  was  ambitious,  and  Herr  Jaeggi 
(Switzerland)  opined  that  the  proposals 
were  not  practical  at  tho  moment. 

It  was  decided  to  appoint  a committee  to 
go  further  into  the  matter,  to  consist  of 
seven,  in  addition  to  the  president,  the  sec- 
retary, and  M.  Levy  as  ex-officio  members; 
and  the  hope  was  expressed  that  Great 
Britain  and  Germany  would  see  their  way 
to  come  into  the  committee  to  consider  tho 
ways  and  means. 

Mr.  Edwin  0.  Gooch  (president  of  tho 
Wymondham  (Norfolk]  Society)  has  established 
a record  by  being  elected,  in  the  course  of  the 
past  month,  to  the  Norfolk  County  Council, 
the  Forehoe  Board  of  Guardians,  and  the 
Wymondham  Parish  Council.  Mr.  Gooch 
has  also  been  elected  a member  of  the  Norfolk 
Education  Committee,  the  Norfolk  Insurance 
Committee,  the  County  Old-Age  Pension* 
Committee,  tho  Public  Health  Committee, 
See.  He  is  only  thirty-three  yeara  of  age, 
and  is  easily  th'c  youngest  member  of  these 
bodies.  In  addition  to  his  active  connection 
with  the  co-operative  movement,  he  is  also 
prominently  identified  with  the  Labour  move- 
ment in  tne  county.  A journalist  by  pro- 
fession, Mr.  Gooch  acted  as  the  honorary 
agent  to  Mr.  George  Edwards,  M.P.  (also  a 
staunch  co-operator),  when  he  waa  elected 
for  South  Norfolk  in  1920. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


DEMOCRATIC  CONTROL  OF  THE  C.W.S. 

FURTHER  POWERS  FOR  THE  AUDITORS  IN 

THE  SHAREHOLDERS’  INTERESTS. 


BY  BEN  JONES. 


The  writer  of  thil  article  is  unknown  to  many  present-day  co-operators; 
but  he  was  the  first  manager  of  the  London  branch  of  the  C.W.S.  in  1874,  and 
for  many  years  he  was  a member  of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  and  much  in  the  limelight. 


Mn.  Ben  Jones. 


TnE  heavy  losses 
sustained  by  theCo- 
operative  Whole- 
sale Society  should 
cause  deep  thin  king 
among  leading  co- 
operators. 

.Wisely,  or  un- 
wisely, the  com- 
mittee of  inquiry 
was  set  aside, 

apparently  in 
consequence  of  a 
fear  of  the  effects 
of  too  much  pub- 
licity. This  fear,  in 
face  of  so  much 
fierce  antagonism 
to  co-operation, 
may  have  been 

well  grounded  : and,  in  any  case,  we  have  to 
face  the  fact  that  a policy  of  secrecy,  or  semi- 
secrecy,  has  been  approved  by  the*  delegates. 

This  makes  it  all  the  more  nccessaty  that 
great  thought  should  be  given  as  to  how  better 
control,  more  science,  and  more  wisdom  can 
be  inserted  into  the  administration  and 
management  of  our  gigantic  co-operative 
enterprises. 

Delegates*  meetings  are  held  once  a quarter. 
The  C.W.S.  bye-laws  which  govern  them  are 
very  judiciously  and  ably  framed  to  sustain 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  directors; 
and  it  is  probable,  or  perhaps  one  should  say 
it  is  possible,  that  the  directors  may  look 
upon  these  meetings  as  necessary  nuisances 
wnich  they  have  to  meet  and  conciliate  by 
“ hook  or  crook  " ; and  when  a meeting  is 
closed,  they  may  possibly  exclaim,  "Thank 
God  that  is  over.” 

What  Democracy  Needs. 

Now  democracy  is  something  like  a coal- 
mine. It’  needs  plenty  of  fresh  air,  and  an 
efficient  system  of  ventilation.  If  the  system 
is  not  efficient,  there  is  sometimes  an  accumu- 
lation of  firedamp  followed  by  a disastrous 
explosion.  We  do  not  desire  such  a calamity 
in  the  democratic  co-operative  movement  : 
so  if  we  cannot  have  the  free  winds' of  heaven, 
in  the  form  of  full  publicity,  blowing  away 
abuses,  inefficiency,  extravagance,  and  the 
numerous  other  ill-effects  of  secrecy  and 
“ bad  air,”  we  ought  to  see  to  it  that  we  have 
a scientific  and  complete  system  of  well- 
regulated  ventilation. 

The  suggested  restoration  to  the  auditors 
of  the  power  to  visit  all,  or  any,  of  the  branches 
of  the  C.W.S.'  so  as  to  examine  the  local 
accounts,  seems  to  be  a step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion; but  much  more  is  required  and  is 
necessary  for  a really  good  and  satisfactory 
audit.  The  auditors  are  elected  for  t he  definite 
and  express  purpose  of  safeguarding  the 
interests  of  the  shareholders  ; anil  for  this, 
they  have  to  examine  and  satisfy  themselves 
that  the  balance  sheets  presented  by  the 
directors  are  in  every  respect  accurate  and 
truthful.  The  auditors  cannot  efficiently 
do  this  if  the  shareholders  do  not  give  them 
jjjgfully  adequate  powers. 

The  directors  have  to  bear  an  enormous 
. responsibility  in  controlling  and  governing 
the  C.W.S.  business.  They  have  to  take 
risks.  If,  and  when,  they  succeed,  it  is  only 
human  that  they  should  claim  the  credit.  If 
they  fail,  then  again,  it  is  only  human  if  they 
fry  to  minimise  the  failure,  or  even  to  hide 
it  altogether  if  it  impossible  to  do  so. 

But,  in  a democracy,  there  should  be  no 
glossing  over  of  failures,  and  no  hiding  of  bad 
results.  Both  "ood  and  bad  should  alike 
he  imparted  to  the  delegates  with  an  impartial 
disregard  for  everything  and  everybody. 
The  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  should 
be  published  ; and  the  auditors,  having  no 
claim  to  honour  for  success,  and  no  fear  of 
blame  for  failure,  are  the  officials  responsible 
for.  this. being  done.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
directors  cannot,  humanly  speaking,  be  ex- 
pected to  disclose  bad  and  good  impartially, 
since  they  like  to  take  -credit  and  dislike 
bearing  any  blame. 

Control  of  Stocktaking. 

.Hence,  human  nature  finds  a u?e  for 
auditors,  whose  reputation'  should  be  accord- 
ing to  their  ability  to  secure  truthfulness  and 
justice.  But  the  ability  cannot  be  beneficial, 
unless  they  have  the  power  to  use  it.  It 
seems  almost  absurd,  if  not  silly,  for  the 
auditors  to  confine  their  attention  to  verifying 
the  additions,  subtractions.  &c..  of  the  figures 
in  the  accounts,  and  to  certifying  that  certain 
deeds  are  in  the  strongrooms',  and  then  leave 
the  stocktaking  in  the  hands  of  the  directors. 
The  auditors  know  nothing  of  the  accuracy, 

->r  want  of  accuracy,  in  taking  the  stocks; 
yet  they  know  that  the  accuracy  of  the  balance 
in  the  profit  and  loss  account  absolutely 
depends  on  the  accuracy  of  the  stocktaking-. 
Stocks  may  be  under-estimated,  or  over- 
estimated ; yet  the  auditors  would  continue 
to  certify  the  balance  sheets. 

The  auditors— not  the  directors— should 
be  held  responsible  for  the  accuracy  of  the 
stocks,  and  should  have  full  controfover  the 
stocktakings. 

Instead  of  the- directors  having  the -appoint- 
ing, dismissing,  promoting,  and  rewarding 


the  permanent  staff  of  audit  clerks  who  assis. 
the  elected  auditors,  this  staff  should  be  com- 
pletely under  the  control  of  the  auditors,  -so 
that  the  clerks  will  not  have  two  sets  of  masters, 
whose  views  must  sometimes  necessarily 
clash. 

The  elected  auditors  should  further  be 
made  responsible  for  a general  watch  over  the 
concern,  to  see  that  no  business  is  transacted 
by  the  society  which  is  outside  its  scope ; 
and  be  under  the  obligation  of  reporting  to 
the  delegates.  They  should  act  on  the 
directors,  somewhat  like  an  automatic 
governor  of  a steam-engine  regulates  the  flow 
of  steam  to  the  piston-rod. 

The  auditors,  in  the  Colonies  and  in  foreign 
countries,  should  be  appointed  by,  and  he 
responsible  to,  the  elected  auditors,  and  not 
by  the  directors. 

There  is  nothing  irksome  to  the  directors  in 
these  suggestions^  The  directors  are  almost 
overwhelmed  with  their  tremendous  respon- 
sibilities, so  they  ought  to  welcome  a small 
change  which  would  tend  to  give  them  some 
relief.  If  I were  a director,  I should  say 
“ welcome  ” to  increasing  the  auditors’ 
powers. 


WHAT  IS  WANTED. 

SALES  ORGANISERS  FOR  THE  CONCENTRATION 

OF  LOCAL  CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE. 


BY  EVERSLEY  HAMPTON. 


We  publish  this  article  from  aji  old  contributor  of  a decade  ago.  All  will 

not  agree  with  his  diagnosis  of  the  position;  but  his  suggestion  as  to  the 
Sales  Organiser  is  worth  consideration  by  committees  concerned  with  th« 
present  condition  of  their  societies.  6 


Movements,  like  men,  have  their  times  of 
stress  and  strain.  And  as  1 read  of  stag- 
nant membership,  sharply  falling  trade,  de- 
clining dividends,  and  the  utilisation  of  past 
Prudence  to  meet  present  Needs.  1 am  im- 
pressed with  the  seriousness  of  the  time  in 
which  we  live. 

Co-operation  has  thriven  on  progressive 
success.  Like  the  Victorian  Era  in  which  it 
was  horn  it  has  become  complacent.  It  has 
had  something  of  the  Victorian  smugness 
without  its  hypocrisy.  There  is  respecta- 
bility, prestige,  and  dignity.  All  these  have 
been  preserved — but  where  is  the  soul/ 
Where  is  the  inner  meaning  and  where  the 
virile  movement  of  Mitchell  and  Neale;  of 
the  days  of  the  Scottish  boycott  and  the 
studied  neglect  statesmen  and  finmuicr.s? 

Waiting  for  Something  to  Turn  Up. 

When  I find  we  are  going  round  the  same 
old  ways,  as  in  the  maze  at  Hampton.  Court, 
I Nit  me  down  and  write  pessimistically.  We 
know  trade  is  as  bad  with  us  as  with  the 
great  multiple  shop  concerns ; we  know  we 
have  lost  our  millions  along  with  Dunlop, 


LET  YOUR  LIGHT  SHINE. 

HOW  DERBY  DOES  IT. 


A Yankee  is  given  credit  for  likening  a 
business  man  attempting  to  carry  on  without 
advertising  to  a man  winking  in  the  dark, 
because  no  one  sees  him.  Mr.  Reeves  (the 
alert  educational  secretary  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society)  declares  that  the  co-operative 
movement  is  the  most  backward  so  far  as 
advertising  is  concerned. 

An  awakening  in  the  movement  to  the 
changed  conditions  is  all  to  the  good,  and 
promises  well  for  the  future.  That  we  need 
to  be  wideawake  and  adapt  ourselves  to  the 

new  times  ” which  “ demand  new 
measures  ” is  being  recognised  by  t hose 
responsible  for  the  management  of  societies 
desirous  of  making  headway. 

This  is  manifest  in  the  increasing  activities 
in  respect  to  advertising  which  is  one  of  the 
greatest  forces  of  modern  times  ; yet  perhaps 
one  ought  not  to  use  the  word  modern,  for 
the  need  of  advertising  is  as  old  as  the  hills. 

The  reader  will  doubtless  call  to  mind  the 
artful  advertising  methods  adopted  by  Bob 
Sawyer  in  the ’ ” Pickwick  Papers,”  who 
arranged  for  his  boy  to  call  him  from  church 
in  the  middle  of  the  service  with  the  maximum 
possible  commotion  in  order  to  impress  the 
congregation  with  the  idea  that  he  had  been 
called  out  to  an  urgent  ease. 

It  has  been  stated  that : — •“  The  whole 
economic  secret  of  advertising  can  be  summed 
up  as  follows  : Whereas  on  the  one  hand,  the 
effects  of  a sale  of  an  unbranded  and  un- 
advertised article  end  with  each  separate 
transaction,  bringing  no  consequent  con- 
nection between  the  prime  seller  and  the 
ultimate  buyer  ; on  the  other  hand,  the  effects 
of  the  sale  of  a branded  and  advertised  article, 
if  equal  to  or  exceeding  the  standard  of  ex- 
pectation. only  begin  with  the  initial  transac- 
tion, resulting  in  further  voluntary  purchases 
of  the  same  known  product  and  culminating 
in  the  habit  of  buying  and  recommending  it, 
thus  producing  as  a result  of  one  primary 
selling  expense  a crescendo  of  demand  out 
of  all  proportion  to  the  small  cost  of  the 
advertising  which  generated  it,  and  which 
originated  these  continuous  consequences.” 

As  an  instance  of  the  awakening  the  Derby 
Society,  on  the  front  page  of  their  last  half- 
yearly  report  and  balance  sheet,  in  bold  type, 
drew  attention  to  the  following  increases  in 
food  sales  during  1921  over  1920. 


Bread  . 
Butter  . 
Milk  .. 
Bacon  , 
Sugar.. 


1,027,104  2-lb.  loaves  more. 
293,100  lbs.  more. 

408.610  quarts  more. 
200,368  lbs.  more. 

850,080  lbs.  more. 


The  same  society,  which  in  the  last  nine 
years,  took  more  money  than  in  the  sixty-four 
years  previously,  has  gone  further  by  the 
display  of  a coloured  bill,  six  feet  by  two  feet, 
on  the  various  billposting  stations  in  the 
Midland  town,  in  the  following  terms : — 

Derby  Co-operative  Provident  8ociety. 

To  the  People  of  Derby. 

The  above  Co-operative  Sooiety  has  sold 
2,000  tons  of  food  more  in  1921  than  they 
sold  in  1920,  in  the  following  nine  articles, 
viz Bread,  Butter,  Sugar,  Tea,  Bacon, 
Lard.  Cheese,  Eggs,  and  Milk.  The  total 
receipts  for  the  articles  named  are  £31,000 
less  than  for  1920.  \ 

They  paid,  also  in  1921  : — 

£209,072  in  wages. 

£33,454  interest  on  shares. 

£21,177  rates,  taxes,  and  insurance. 

£5,208  members’  death  claims. 

£136,050  dividend  on  purchases. 

Members  have  invested, savings  during  the 
year  which  have  increased  the  share  capital 
£84,987  since  January,  1921. 

Are  You  Among  These  Economists? 

If  Not,  Why  Not? 

In  this  the  board  of  management  of  the 
Derby  Society  are  to  be  commended,  because 
there  is,  if  anything,  greater  need  in  these 
days  of  lockouts  and  shortness  of  cash  for 
the  advantages  of  co-operation  to  bo  impressed 
upon  the  mind  of  the  workers  than  when 
money  was  so  plentiful. 

One  criticism,  however,  we  would  respect- 
fully pass  in  regard  to  the  advertisement  under 
notice  which  is  that  instead  of  asking  ” If 
X<n\  Why  Not  ? ” reasons  should  have  been 
given  why  they  should  be  members  of  the 
society.  There  are  so  many  even  inside  the 
movement  who  have  but  a hazy  conception 
why  they  ari  in  the  movement,  and  who  want 
mental  san<  /.on  for  the  beliefs  which  they  hold. 

There  c/i  be  no  doubt  that  advertising, 
properly  conducted,  can  achieve  more  in 
peace  than  it  did  in  war,  for  advertising  is 
the  greatest  economic  force  at  the  service  of 
commerce.  The  great  houses  in  commerce 
all  owe  their  success  to  producing  a good 
article  and  letting  the  public  know  it.  One 
way  by  which  \\c  can  make  ourselves  known 
is  by  drawing  attention  to  ourselves,  i.e., 
by  advertising.  T.  S.  B. 


Hylands,  and  other  powerful  combiunti,, 
we  know  (fur  expenses  mv  rising  nn|  |,  ' 
ness  i-  slackening — and.  except  tor  ti„. 
sional  eryings  of  the  voices  m t|u,  , 
circles,  we  are  content  .so  long  as  , i',., 
terest  is  paid  and  wages  not  t,,„  -|; 
reduced.  The  mass  of  io-n|tc-Mtur<,  | ", 
adopted  a Micawber-like  attitude.  ‘^'e 
waiting  for  something  t i turn  m,  o' 
A-quith  di  I that  ; and  .Mr.  I. he  | 
turned  him  up.  He  now  sees  a.  «,.||  w 
waits. 

1 want  eo-opgratoi-s  to  get  a move  on 
not  let  us  buy  more  hnniv-  ,n<|  if 
adopt  the  Emersonian  advice,  to 
wagon  to  a star,”  take  c.irc,  as  a |:l(;v  J 
told  us  at  Congress,  that  il  i- 
star.  As  members  of  n Irate 
with  the  economical  disti Hint 
• tuffs  and  daily  necessities,  wo  must  iim' 
'Oliception  of  our  purpose  ,n  le.i.j,,, 


IX» 


'Hooting 
""frnoj  1 


deni 


The  consumer  must  he  our  hr-t  . are- an  | m I 
considering  him.  or  her.  he  guided  In  i|,., 
co-operative  student  and  |»ra« . iti-mer  1 
*'  by  the  quack  adviser  «>i  the  n|i„|  , 


XO-OPERATION  IN  LATVIA. 


Members  of  the  Execctive  of  the  Latvian  Workers  Co-operative 
Union — Prodi-rts. 


commercial  and  competitive  rim,  I |.;N, 

five  publicity  is  not  everything  ; 

loyalty  may  preserve  even  dung.  \,„i 
that  loyalty  must  have  something  nt  the 
fervour  and  fidelity  of  the  old  nasn Inn- 
orders.  It  must  reach  from  o 'mt.-i  t 
mittee,  and  from  stocks  to  side-. 

If  we  pay  money  to  advertise  i„  ot),er 
people’s  papers  do  not  thwart  the  r'li  t In- 
allowing  our  rivals  to  advertise  (heir  goods 
lor  nothing  in  our  shops.  The  ' ( o-<q>cr,i- 

tne  News  " excludes  hundreds  of  pounds’ 
worth  of  private  announcements  per  month 
so  that  its  readers  will  not  be  tempted  away 
from  the  productions  made  with  their  own 
capital  and  labour;  and  then  some  of  (hose 
readers,  in  their  capacity  as  managers,  com- 
mittees, and  members,  nullify  the  effect  ol 
such  sacrifice  by  allowing  the  leaders 
refused  by  the  "News"  to  parade  their 
goods  in  co-operative  shops.  oh'  nlmt  a. 
muddling,  fuddling  state  of  tiling-,  my  i<» 
operative  masters. 

Organisation  Wanted. 

At  such  a time  of  fluctuating  l«n t mio  we 
want  a little- tightening  of  intcrmil  affaire  in 
our  societies.  Committee  contrul  nwy 
become  loose  and  full  of  unfinished  end'- 
General  managers  in  euperviiiag  -i  -••ore  of 
departments  and  visiting  dozens  ol  I »r;i njies 
may  lose  touch  wTEh  their  ow  n .-■«  <"!?• 
There  is  a craze  for  publicity  ; what  we  i cully 
want  im  organisation.  Managers  have  mm h 
more  to  do  then  they  can  do.  In  Mipprvi<i"f! 
the  staff,  watching  t lie  shops,  and  mlv ising 
the  committee  they  have  a triple  bill  <>l  h>re 
that  should  get  them  busy  and  ah  it.  i-h  I1 
inspectors  are  useful-  and  many  a n- tired 
eommitteenmn  has  rendered  sterling  ana 
sturdy  service  that  way.  But  the  iutiI"* 
to-day  is  for  Sale-  Ol'guh in  i Mien  villi 
ideas  who  are  nevertheless  suHh  ieiuh  near 
the  earth  to  be  capable  of  doing  office  »ork, 
routine  drudgery,  nrulw-vstBimi'  n orgnjnsa* 
lion  without  an  amiv  ,/d  kc'  " 1 'I  !,H'1 
ante,  typewriting  and  Miuilhqpd  help-.  ‘ 
postboy  messengers.  -There  must  .*»•' 
false  dignity  about  the  Sales  Org-u 
should  l>o  n platform  failure-  and 
of  arousing  multitude  by  speech, 
be  able  to  awaken  meu,  and  .women 
dical  work  of  another  kind. 

Sales  organisation  will 'keep  an  eve 
prices,  prepare  iit  tractive  U fmlou  imcaii 
merits,  suggest  lines  by 'which  to  keep  P 
w ith  rival-,  watch  the  piir;  lut-,  ol  ni  ■nm 
with  a view  to  prodding  the  disloyal  tat 
hers  to  greater  plirclintteK,  tin  mge  no  I 
somil  calls  on  those  w ho  Jun  e Itcl.I  .ntrJl  It 
particular  departments  and,  orgi  ni.  ■ a 1 
vass  of  people  firing ’nearest  the  *l<  ■ 
tii  get  the  trade  nearest  the  do<  i . 
finds  bread  is  being  delivered  to 
houses  in  a street  of  twenty,  lie  v 
to  know  why  the  other  four  arc  mi  - 
it  is  better  to  have  the  trade  ol  -h 
street  nearly  wholly  c-j-oocia' 
n .after  customers  a mile  away  _ 

are  the  leakages  by  which  the  •*' 
weekly  purchases  are  being  kept  down  £ 
drums  won’t  keep  the  store-  in  l'r"  I4,1 
unison.  The  Sales  OrganUer  i-  the  "r 
lor  of  the  orchestra  likely  to  bring 
and  increase  the  volume  as  well  :•»  ' 

of  the  tone.  ^ 

Some  stores  are  reducing  their  [uf 

uniieces~ary  if  tb  v would  C”.  ir‘  flf 
whom  there  is  no  shop  serving  ! • ° 

the  organisation  of  sales.  I r ‘.j 

shillings  a week  thus  induced 
old  members  would  lessen  »n--  ru!''  - 
p:-nse.s,  and  60  incline  the  divi  li-n  • . p. 

old  direction,'  avert  the  d.  pl-  'e  n ''  _ 

nryl  send  ils  to  the  Brighton  < "imrv 
n fresh  glow  of  (orttrnt.  . tii  . 

Thus  we  mgy  r( 
societies  that  tlirt 
sleeping  «icki»ss.  1 here- 
to cure  all  our  ills  ; but  e 
set  about  curing  himself : 

Sales  Organisation  < an  lie 
needs.  Blit  it  must  u" 
treatment  is  needed.  R 
than  cure — and  of  Midi  i 
Sales  Orgai 
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At  tbc  recent  meeting  of  Hadfields  Limited, 
the  ,rrcat  steel  manufacturers,  Sir  Robert  Had- 
fie|d  »ave  some  startling  figures  which  show  the 
■raordinarv  depression  from  which  the  iron 
[ a steel  trades  are  suffering.  The  British 
tput  of  pig  iron  dropped  from  8,000,000  tons 
° 1920  to  2,500,000  tons  in  1921.  the  steel 
"Lot  from  9.000.000  tons  to  3,500,000  tons, 
compared  with  10.250,000  tons  of  pig  iron  and 
8000  000  tons  of  steel  produced  by  Great 
Britain  in  1913.  The  falling-off  in  iron  and 
6tcel  production  is  not  duetto  a corresponding 
fallur'-off  in  the  world’s  requirements,  but  to 
the  fact  that  the  would-be  consumers  have  not 
the  means  of  paying  for  it.  A well-known 
American  authority  calculates  that  the  world 
io-Jan  is  short  of  200,000,000  tons  of  iron  and 
tied,  and  unless  some  menus  of  filling  these  re- 
quirements are  fennel,  civilisation  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  world's  surface  will  receive  a check. 
As  an  example  of  the  new  demands  that  our 
modern  civilisation  makes  upon  iron  and  steel, 
Sir  Robert  Hadfield  mentioned  that  no  less 
than  1,000,000  tons  of  steel  is  now  used  every 
year  for  the  manufacture  of  motor-ears. 

Tobacco  Profits. 

What  is  it  about  tobacco  which  makes  it 
8UCh  a profitable  article  in  both  good  and  bad 
times?  The  obvious  reply  is  that  people 
smoke  for  pleasure  when  things  are  going  well 
and  for  consolation  when  things  are  depressing  ; 
in  either  case  they  consume  tobacco.  But  why 
should  it  be  so  paying  a trade  to  the  manu- 
facturers ? The  Imperial  Tobacco  Company 
probably  holds,  with  the  Shell  Transport  and 
Trading  Company  (the  great  oil  concern),  the 
iidijtclion  of  being  the  iposl  profitable  combine  in 
l\t  British  Empire.  The  related  British 
American  Tobacco  Company  and  the  various 
subsidiary  undertakings  of  these  two  concerns 
in  different  parts  of  the  -world  are  all  doing 
remarkably  well,  and  now  a "New  York  stock- 
broker sends  me  particulars  of  the  R.  J.  Rey- 
nolds Tobacco  Company,  which  has  a share 
capital  of  $80, 000,000,  or  not  far  short  of 
£20,000,000.  I am  informed  that  this  com- 
pany has  spent  more  money  per  year  advertising 
iltlrands  than  any  other  industrial  company  in 
lb.  world.  The  net  profits  for  last  year  were 
over  $16,000,000,  or  nearty  £4,000,000,  and 
the  dividends  on  the  Ordinary  shares  for  the 
past  ten  years  have  aggregated  363  per  cent., 
or  an  average  of  over  36  per  cent,  per  annum. 
Vp  to  1911  the  company  formed  part  of  the 
American  Tobacco  Combine,  but  under  tlie 
■nti-trust  laws  of  the  United  States  the  com1 
bine  was  dissolved,  and  its  shareholdings  in  the 
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Competition 


(Conlinuing  until  July  21st,  1922). 

By  using  DIPLOMA  MILK 
and  stating  plenty  of  good 
sound  reasons  for  preferring 
it,  you  may  win  any  one  of 
253  Cash  Prizes — £100,  £50, 
£25,  & 250  Prizes  of  £1  each. 

Even  if  you  are  not  success- 
ful, provided  you  comply 
with  the  conditions,  you  are 
guaranteed  an  Appreciable 
CONSOLATION  GIFT  for 
your  trouble. 

This  Competition,  in  which 
every  competitor  is  bound  to 
win  something,  is  inducing 
thousands  togiveDIPLOMA 
MILK  the  trial  it  deserves, 
and  to  learn  how  superior 
this  guaranteed  ENGLISH 
Milk  is  to  all  others  in  fresh- 
ness, purity,  flavour,  and 
RICHNESS  in  PURE 
CREAM. 
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- London  Depot : 

43.  S».  John  Sueet. 
Smilhfitld.  E.C.  1. 
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Reynolds  Company  were  distributed  among  the 
shareholders  of  the  combine.  Anti-trust  laws 
evidently  do  not  prevent  enormous  profits. 

Bacon  Losses. 

The  first  report  of  the  Harris  (Caine)  and  the 
General  Produce  Company,  issued  a few  days 
ago,  has  startled  the  City,  for  it  shows  a very 
heavy  loss  in  proportion  to  the  capital.  The 
company,  which  is  a combine  of  a number  of 
bacon  and  produce  businesses  in  the  West  of 
England,  first  appealed  to  the  public  for  capital 
in  July,  1920,  when  £287,000  of  Ordinary 
shares  and  £290,000  of  8 per  cent.  Six-Year 
notes,  convertible  into  shares,  were  offered  for 
subscription.  The  total  issued  capital  is 
£850.000  in  Ordinary  shares  and  £600,000  in 
notes,  and  the  confidence  of  those  owning  the 
businesses  thus  amalgamated  was  displayed  by 
the  fapt  that  they  subscribed  cash  for  418,000 
of  the  Ordinary  shares  and  £100,000  of  the 
notes.  Nevertheless,  as  in  the  case  of  almost 
every  company  floated  during  the  trade  boom 
which  followed  the  war,  the  price  paid  for  the 
businesses  now  seems  high,  rendering  it 
difficult  for  the  undertaking  to  earn  satis- 
factory profits  on  the  large  amount  of  capital 
involved.  The  accounts  cover  a period  of 
twenty-one  months  ended  August  31st  last. 
They  show'  a trading  loss  of  £128,300,  which, 
after  allowing  for  interest  paid  on  the  notes, 
debentures,  and  other  necessary  charges,  is 
increased  to  £441,100.  On  top  of  this  a 
further  £50,000  has  to  be  allowed  for  the 
fall  in  tho  market  value  of  stocks  since 
31st  August,  which  makes  a total  deficit  ‘ 
of  £491,000.  Even  in  these  days,  a loss 
of  nearly  half  a million  on  a total  share  and 
loan  capital  of  £1,450,000  is  startling,  and  shows 
how  the  fall  in  values  has  affected  many  under- 
takings. As  the  assets  of  the  combine  are  not 
equal  in  value  to  the  share  and  loan  capital, 
the  directors  propose  to  write  off  as  lost  10s. 
of  every  £1  share  subscribed  by  the  public, 
and  in  the  case  of  vendors’  shares  given  ir^Jmy- 
ment  of  the  businesses  acquired  to  reduce  their 
value  from  £1  to  2s.  At  the  same  time  the 
interest  on  the  notes  is  to  be  reduced  from  8 
to  6 per  cent,,  and  not  to  be  paid  unless  profits 
are  sufficient,  although  any  arrears  are  to  be 
paid  if,  and  when,  future  profits  permit. 
Furthermore,  the  period  for  repayment  of  the 
notes  is  to  be  extended  by  sixteen  years,  and 
£200,000  of  6 per  cent.  Convertible  Debentures 
are  to  be  created,  which  will  rank  ahead  of  the 
notes.  The  position  is  summed  up  by  the 
“ Financial  Times  ” in  the  following  words : 
“ The  company  may  thus  be  put  upon  its  feet 
again,  but  it  is  certainly  up  to  the  vendors  to 
help  as  far  as  they  can,  since  in  the  original 
contracts  they  received  very  good  prices  for 
their  businesses,  payable  mainly  in  cash.” 

Milk  by  Machinery. 

One  sometimes  comes  across  interesting 
items  of  news  in  most  unexpected  quarters. 
From  an  engineering  journal  I learn  that  in 
New  Zealand  no  less  than  8,806  farms  and 
dairies  own  electric  milking-machines,  and  that 
the  number  increases  annually  by  16  per  cent. 
The  use  of  these  machines  is  found  to  justify 
the  covering  of  the  country  districts  with  a 
network  of  electrical  power.  The  machines 
require  current  equalling  from  two  to  three 
horse-power,  and  the  average  dairy  farm  con- 
sumes between  £25  to  £30  worth  of  electricity 
per  annum.  This  alone  pays  for  the  service 
lines,  and  once  electricity  is  brought  to  the 
farmhouse,  it  is  always  used  for  lighting,  heat- 
ing, ironing,  cooking,  and  power  generally. 
The  peak-load  (fancy  talking  of  a peak-load  in 
connection  with  milking  cows  !)  in  the  generat- 
ing stations  occurs  at  the  unusual  hours  of  8 
a.m.  and  5 p.m.,  and  therefore  does  not  clash 
with  other  peak-loads  caused  by  traction, 
lighting,  or  manufacturing  needs.  When  one 
bears  iu  mind  that  the  population  of  the  whole 
of  New  Zealand  was  last  year  1.218,270,  or 
little  more  than  that  of  Glasgow,  it  will  be 
realised  that  the  foregoing  figures  are  quite 
remarkable. 

S.C.W.S  AND  RUSSIA. 


On  Tuesday  the  S.C.W.S.  despatched  via 
Riga  £1,00(3  worth  of  commodities,  ns 
agreed  at  the  last  quarterly  meeting.  The 
consignment  included  drapery  goods  to  the 
value  of  £275  and  the  following  foodstuffs  : 
250  bags  of  flour.  166  hags  haricot  beans, 
115  bags  rice.  22  qwts.  of  fat,  and  360  dozen 
quarter-pound  tins  of  cocoa.  The  goods  are 
being  sent  through  the  Friends’  Society 


THE  MOVEMENT  AND  ITS 

EMPLOYEES. 

STRAIGHTENING  OUT  THE  PRESENT  TANGLE.' 

MR.  J.  JAGGER  AND  MR.  OPENSHAW'S  ARTICLE. 


Relief  Committee. 


Mr.  J.  Jagger,  organising  secretary  of 
the  N.U.D.A.W.,  sends  the  following:  — 

The  article  by  Mr.  Openshaw  caused  my 
mind  to  go  hack  in  a flasluto  the  days  of 
my  boyhood,  trying  to  remember  the  time 
of  which  he  -speaks  in  the  earlier  portion  of 
his  article.  I am  younger  than  Mr.  Open- 
shaw,  and  largely  learnt  niv  co-operative 
creed  from  noble  men  who  were  produced 
by  the  generation  which  produced  him. 
For  Mr.  Openshaw  himself  I have  a regard 
approaching  veneration,  and  in  addition  to 
all  that  I owe  him  for  the  lessons  in  co- 
operative idealism  which  he  has  been 
expounding  for  so  long.  I owe  my  first  step 
to  responsibility  within  the  movement 
directly  to  his  kindly  hand.  I make  this 
brief  introduction,  not  because  Mr.  Open- 
shaw stands'  in  need  of  any  man’s  testi- 
monial either  as  to  his  kindly  heart,  his 
sterling  character,  his  business  ability,  or 
tlie  soundness  of  his  ideals,  but  in  order 
that  one  who  has  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  adult  life  in  active  opposition  to  co- 
operative committees  may  endeavour  to 
make  it  clear  that  that  position  has  never 
blinded  him  to  the  sterling  merits  possessed 
by  -thousands  of  the  earlier  pioneers  who 
have  passed,  or  who  are  now  passing,  from 
active  association  with  the  movement.  . . . 

Unhappy  Memories. 

Mr.  Openshaw  and  myself  undoubtedly 
look  at  the  co-operative  problem  from  a 
different  angle,  but  we  have  in  common  a 
strong  belief  in  the  inherent  soundness  of 
the  principles  of  co-operation.  Mr.  Open- 
shaw has  a greater  and  a wider  experience 
of  the  movement  than  ever  I can  hope  to 
have.  He  is  a statesman  and  a philoso- 
pher. I am  a protagonist  and  an  agitator. 

I cannot  remember-  the  time  when  there 
was  “ an  unceasing  regard  for  the  proper 
treatment  of  each  factor  essential  to  the 
welfare  and  progress  of  the  whole,  bound 
with  a strict  avoidance  of  any  matter  that 
would  breed  dissension.”  I can  only  go 
hack  thirty-five  years  to  a time  when  I 
worked  fifty-four  hours  a week  for  a pit- 
tance of  os.  per  week,  and  I can  trace  the 
five  succeeding  years  of  grinding  drudgery 
which  I spent  in  the  service  of  a retail  co- 
operative society  for  fifty-two  hours  each 
week  for  a weekly  wage  which  gradually 
increased  above  the  5s.,  hut  which  had 
never  reached  10s.  by  the  time  that  Mr. 
Openshaw  lifted  me  out  of  that  humdrum 
life  and  gave  me  the  entrance  to  a wider 
sphere  of  service. 

What  I have  briefly  described  as  being 
my  experience  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to 
nineteen  years  was  the  experience  of 
thousands  of  similar  youths  in  succeeding 
years  up  to  1915,  and  the  only  change  since 
then  has  been  that  economic  conditions 
have  enabled  n higher  nominal  wage  to  be- 
wrung  by  workers  in  the  movement  from 
the  employers  in  the  movement  by  active 
trade  unions  action,  assisted  by  occasional 
disturbances  in  the  complacency  of  the  co- 
operative conscience.  Since  1890  I have 
had  some  experience  in  positions  of  respon- 
sibility in  the  capitalist  world,  a long  period 
of  servitude  as  a departmental  manager  in 
the  co-operative  movement,  and  also  some 
years  as  a 'full-time  trades  union  official 
dealing  both  with  co-operative  and  capi- 
talist employers,  and  in  a few  words  I 
desire  to  say  that  not  only  does  my  memory 
of  events  previous  to  1900  warrant  me  in 
saying  that  I ever  felt  that  my  co-operative 
employers  were  governed  in  their  attitude 
towards  their  workers  by  any  allegiance  to 
noble  ideals,  hut  since  that  period  I have 
reluctantly  to  admit  that  my  experience  is 
increasingly  leading  me  to  feel  that  the 
balance  of  advantage  is  somewhat  in  favour 
of  the  man  who  works  for  the  capitalist 
employer  rather  than  one  who  works  for 
our  great  and  glorious  co-operative  move- 
ment. Make  no  mistake!  I have  met 
many  noble  men  and  noble  women  inside 
the  co-operative  movement,  but  I have  met 
many  noble  men  and  noble  women  outside 
that  movement,  yet  it  would  be  perfectly 
true  to  say  that  the  whole  canker  of  the 
capitalist  system  eats  out  the  heart  of 
every  noble  man  and  woman  before  they 
have'  long  been  engaged  in  - the  unholy 
business  of  buying  and  selling  to  make  a 
profit  out  of  their  fellow-men. 

Hope  and  a Suggestion. 

I hope  I am  not  a pessimist.  Doubt  does 
from  time  to  time  surround  me  ant^ 
threaten  to  engulf  me.  but  I still  try  to  be 
true  to  my  conviction  that  the  co-operative 
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worker  who  desires  emancipation  from 
capitalism’s  thrall.  The  worker  will  not 
get  that  emancipation  ns  a result  of  the 
present  policy  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. There  can  he  110  question  whatever 
that  the  modern  policy  of  the  co-operative 
movement  on  its  administrative  side  is  to 
give  no  conditions  to  its  workers  unless  and 
until  those  same  conditions  have  first  been 
rung  from  the  capitalist  employer.  It  is 
not  that  wav  that  emancipation  lies.  It 
may  be  said  by  those  who  mean  well,  and 
who  like  to  think  good  things  of  tlie  co- 
operative movement,  that  1 am  over- 
stating tlie  position.  I assure  you  1 am 
stating  it  calmly  and  fairly.  Did  space 
allow  I could  produce  endless  documentary 
evidence  to  support  me  if  it  were'  necessary 
or  advisable.  I have  no  desire  that  Mr. 
Openshaw’s  appeal  for  ” a frank  discussion 
from  all  points  of  view  ” should  be  made 
an  excuse  for  an  attack  by  the  representa- 
tives of  organised  co-operative  workers 
upon  the  co-operative  movement,  but  I do 
earnestly  hope  that  what  Mr.  Openshaw 
and  I have  said  will  lead  to  something  in 
the  nature  of  a national  stocktaking  in  the 
co-operative  movement,  not  a stocktaking 
concerned  with  firkins  of  butter  or  barrels 
of  lard,  but  a stocktaking  which  will  take 
into  account  the  ideals  with  which  the 
movement  started,  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  applied  or  misapplied,  and 
the  direction  in  which  the  movement  is 
trending  as  a consequence.  Stocktaking 
does  uyt  usually  take  place  in  the  public 
streets,  and  1 am  not  sure  that  the  press 
of  the  movement  is  the  best  place  for  such 
a national  co-operative  .stocktaking  as  I 
have  suggested. 

Wlmt  1 would  like  to  see  would  he  the 
appointment  of  an  earnest  body  of  men  and 
women  oT  the  different  schools  of  co-opera- 
tive thought  to  indulge  in  a careful  research 
to  map  out  a considered  policy  and  to  bring 
forth  recommendations  for  formulating  an 
adequate  labour  policy  for  the  co-operative 
movement.  It  has  no  such  policy  at 
present.  The  workers  are  inclined  to  argue 
that  irrespective  of  tlie  interests  of  the 
consumer,  or  Iris  much  more  dangerous  col- 
league the  small  investor,  the  'lull  demands 
of  labour  should  he  met.  The  administra- 
tive committees  controlling  tlie  co-opera- 
tive movenjent  have  110  right  to  claim  con- 
ditions for  themselves  which  are  not  enjoyed 
by  tlie  worker  under  capitalism.  These  two 
points  of  view  must  be  reconciled.  As  yet 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  reconcile 
them,  except  by  ranging  the  worker  in 
antagonism  to  the  employer  in  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  exactly  as  they  are  ranged 
in  antagonism  under  the  capitalist  system. 
“There,  is  no  reason,  on  eartli  why  the 
application  of  the  guild  system  to  co-opera- 
tive production  and  co-operative  distribu- 
tion should  not  be  considered.  There  is  no 
reason  why  any  and  every  method  of  recon- 
ciling what  iook  like-  warring  interests 
should  not  be  examined,  but  what  is  neces- 
sary is  that  the  present  fatal  policy  of 
drift  and  disunity  should  be  supplanted 
by,  a constructive  policy  of  mutual 
reconciliation. 

[Many  other  letters  relative  lo  Mr.  Opeii- 
- shaw’s  article  have  been  received,  and 
will  lie  given  as  spaoe  permits.— Fn., 

C.N."] 


By 

Appointment 


H.M.  the  King, 


The  name  of  Nestle's  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle's 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE'S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Arm 


CO-OPERATORS  AND  EUROPEAN  PROBLEMS. 


I.C.A.  COMMITTEE  AT  MILAN. 

FRIENDLY  REPORT  ON  RUSSIAN  ORGANISATION. 


A CLEAR  MESSAGE  TO  GENOA:  REPRESENTATION 
CLAIMED:  POLITICS  MUST  NOT  DOMINATE. 


THE  FINANCES  OF  THE  ALLIANCE. 


FROM  OUR  SPECIAL  REPRESENTATIVE. 


Thirteen  nations  were  represented  at  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  held  in  Milan  last  week,  where  some 
important  business  was  transacted.  Recognising  that  old  methods  had  failed, 
the  meeting  sent  a message  to  Genoa  claiming  representation  at  the  conference 
there,  and  urging  that  European  affairs  could  not  be  improved  without  co-opera- 
tive collaboration.  Members  of  the  delegation  to  Russia  gave  a friendly  report, 
which  the  Russian  representatives  appreciated.  The  Finances  of  the  Alliance, 
Persecution  of  Co-operative  Societies  in  some  countries,  and  a simultaneous 
European  propagandist  scheme  were  discussed.  The  British  and  German  dele- 
gates withdrew  from  the  committee  on  International  Banking.  Business  arising 
from  the  International  Wholesales  Committee  will  be  referred  to  next  week. 


RECEPTION  TO  MEMBERS. 

The  reception  hall  in  the  fine  old  castle  of 
the  powerful  Duke  Sforza,  of  Milan,  of  the 
Middle  Ages,  was  the  scene  of  a pleasant 
reception  on  the  Sunday  afternoon,  when 
the  delegates  to  the  Central  Committee 
meetings  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance — following  after  tire  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee  earlier  in  the  day — 
were  welcomed  to  the  greatest  industrial 
and  commercial  commune  of  Milan  by  the 
Mayor,  Doctor  Filippetti,  und  also  by  Signor 
Antonio  Vergnanini,  the  splendid  leader  of 
the  movement  in  Italy,  who  was  supported 
by  representatives  of  the  great  co-operative 
institutions  in  the  city.  The  speeches  were 
supplemented  by  a generous  hospitality  in 
cakes,  ices,  and  wines.  The  Minister  of 
Labour  and  Assurance  telegraphed  his  (re- 
lief that  the  meetings  of  the  Alliance  would 
be  of  great  importance  for  the  future  of 
co-operation  and  the  fraternisation  of  the 
peoples. 

The  sittings  of  the  Committee  were  held 
in  the  beautiful  and  highly  ornate  Council 
Chamber  of  the  Marino  Palace,  the  seat  of 
the  communal  business. 

The  delegates,  who  sat  under  the  presi- 
dent. Mr.  G.  .J.  D.  C.  Goedhart,  of  Holland, 
with  Mr.  H.  J.  May,  the  secretary,  were:  — 
Austria : Madame  Freundlich  and  Dr. 

Renner.  Belgium  : Victor  Senvy.  Czecho- 
slovakia, E.  Lustig  and  A.  Piser.  France: 
Professor  Charles  Gide,  A.  J.  Cleiiet,  and  E. 
Poisson.  Georgia:  A.  Gugushvili.  Ger- 
many: H.  Kaufmann.  Great  Britain:  Sir 
T.  AY.  Allen,  A.  Whitehead,  R.  Stewart,  AV. 
Millerehip.  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  and  J.  .1. 
AVorley.  Hungary:  E.  de  Balogli.  Italy: 
A.  Arergfganini  and  Ar.  Pittoni  . Latvia  : F. 
L.  Kerran.  Netherlands:  G.  J.  D.  C.Goed- 
hnrt.  Russia  r Dr.  Y.  N.  Polovtsev.  Swit- 
zerland : B.  Jaeggi  and  Dr.  A.  Suter. 

The  tinkling  of  the  official  bell  announced 
the  opening  of  the  proceedings  at  10  o'clock, 
and  the  president,  Mr.  Goedhart,  at  once 
rose  and  gave  his  address  of  welcome  to  the 
delegates,  expressing  the  hope  that  the  dis- 
cussions would  strengthen  the  bonds  that 
bound  them.  The  enemies  of  co-operation, 
lie  said,  seemed  to  have  made  a treaty 
against  us,  and  it  was  necessary  to  make 
superhuman  efforts.  Some  large  cooperative 
institutions  had  suffered  great  loss,  but  the 
list  of  failures  in  private  trade  gave  the 
answer  to  the  boast  of  private  merchants 
that  they  were,  the  better  traders.  If  only 
co-operators  were  loyal  to  their  AVholesales 
and  Unions  we  should  be  invincible.  Mr. 
Goedhart  concluded  with  an  expression  of  the 
hope  for  the  peaceful  penetration  of  the 
whole  world  with  the  co-operative  spirit, 
so  as  to  bring  about  the  regeneration  of 
human  society,  which  was  suffering  from 
terrible  economic  ancemia. 

The  Alliance  Finances. 

The  result  of  the  special  appeal  for 
finance  came  under  review.  Secretary  May 
pointing  out  that  there  were  several  blanks 
which  he  would  like  to  see  filled,  as  the 
Alliance  was  in  need  of  funds. 

Dr.  Renner  (Austria)  pointed  out  that  if 
they  had  to  contribute  on  the  principle  laid 
down  at  Basle.  Austria  would  be  paying  to 
the  l.C’.A.  three  times  more  than  the 
amount  of  the  total  income  of  the  Austrian 
National  Union,  owing  to  the  fall  in  the 
exchange: 

However,  the  delegates  proceeded  to  the 
balance  sheet  and  the  budget,  which  showed 
a deficit  £725.  Mr.  May  expressed  the 
desire  thrt  the  money  now  in  banks  in 
various  countries  be  immediately  withdrawn 
on  at  cenat  of  the  depreciated  exchanges 
abroad,  and  that  contributions  be  paid 
direct  t<,  the  head  office  of  the  Alliance. 

Certain  organisations  are  behind  'with 
subscriptions,  and  if  these  are  not  paid,  the 
organisations  referred  to  are  liable  to  be 
expelled  from  membership;  but  three 
months’  grace  has  been  extended  to  them. 
1 he  black  list  was  read  out.  The  Commit- 
tee were  prepared  to  treat  all  in  the  co- 
operative spirit  if  only  the  institutions  con- 
cerned would  pay  something,  however  little. 


Madame  Polovtsev  (Russia)  urged  indivi- 
dual treatment  in  the  case  of  the  delinquent 
societies,  and  the  establishment  of  new  mea- 
sures to  obtain  finances.  Mr.  Stewart 
(Scotland)  said  at  first  he  was  inclined  to 
think  the  treatment  was  rather  harsh,  con- 
sidering the  services  rendered  to  the  I.C.A. 
by  some  of  the  countries  concerned,  but 
after  the  Secretary’s  statement  he  felt  that 
the  executive’s  action  was  correct,  giving 
three  months’  notice,  as  the  work  could  not 
be  carried  on  without  money. 

TRIBUTE  TO  POWER  OF 

CENTROSOYUS. 


FULL  RIGHTS  IN  THE  I.C.A, 

The  first  declaration  on  the  recent  dele- 
gation of  the  I.C.A.  to  Soviet  Russia  was 
made  by  Mr.  May.  A copy  of  the  *’  Co- 
operative News,”  'containing  the  second 
contribution  on  the  visit  by  Mr.  May,  was 
before  each  delegate  at  the  moment.  The 
report  was  but  brief — a full  account  is  to 
appear  in  a few  weeks.  The  three  represen- 
tatives of  the  I.C.A. — Sir  Thomas  Allen, 

M.  Poisson,  and  himself — were  unanimous  in 
their  conclusions  that  the  co-operative 
movement  in  Russia  held  a unique  position 
in  influence,  power,  and  extent  of  opera- 
tions; that  there  was  evidence  of  great  in- 
ternal developments  in  the  direction  of 
union  in  principle  with  the  movement  in 
other  countries;  that  there  was  no  longer 
any  reason  to  discuss  relations  with  the  In- 
ternational Co-operative  Alliance,  as  the 
movement  was  entitled  to  the  fullest  rights 
of  membership;  and  that  the  resources  of 
Russia,  equally  with  its  needs  and  those 
of  other  countries,  make  it  imperative  and 
mutually  advantageous  that  economic  rela- 
tions should  be  established,  preferably 
through  an  international  wholesale  or  bank, 
by  direct  means  of  joint  buying  and  selling 
between  the  Russian  organisation  and 
those  of  other  countries.  They  recom- 
mended to  the  Central  Committee  that 
immediate  steps  be  taken  to  bring  pressure 
to  bear  on  the  Conference  at  Genoa  to  have 
co-operative  representatives  at  the  proceed- 
ings there,  to  give  consideration  to  the  de- 
clared policy  of  the  I.C.A.,  justice  and 
equal  treatment  of  all  the  countries  in  the 
Alliance,  the  safeguarding  of  the  interests 
of  co-operation  against  capitalism  and  capi- 
talistic enterprise.  It  was  also  recom- 
mended that  a further  urgent  appeal  should 
be  made  in  all  countries  for  the  relief  of 
distress  in  the  famine  areas  of  Russia,  all 
funds  to  be  distributed  through  the  Cen- 
trosoyus, the  best  form  of  organisation 
Russia  possesses. 

From  Oppression  to  Triumph, 

A lengthy  and  illuminating  review  of  the 
situation  was  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Allen. 
The  co-operative  movement,  lie  said,  had 
had  a stormy  life  under  Tsarism  and 
Sovietism,  but  in  the  critical  periods  under 
both  regimes  the  movement  was  found  to 
bo  essential  for  the  domestic  and  economic 
life  of  the  country.  The  first  three  years 
of  the  war  saw  15.000  co-operatives  come 
into  existence,  the  Tsarist  Government 
being  compelled,  through  the  collapse 
of  privately  organised  enterprise,  to  function 
in  distribution.  During  the  three  revolu- 
tionary governments  which  preceded  the> 
Soviet  Government,  the  co-operators  were  ’ 
politically  active,  and  especially  60  in  their 
resistance  to  the  Communists.  Kerensky's 
Government  had  the  wholehearted  support 
of  co-operators,  especially  in  his  attitude  to 
Communists,  whom  the  co-operators  openly 
affirmed  were  •‘  criminal  adventurers  ” and 
“enemies  of  the  people.”  That  hostile  atti- 
tude of  the  co-operators  continued  when 
the  Soviets  came  into  power,  and  was  even 
more  intensified.  The  co-operators  exer- 
cised a vigorous  propaganda-,  and  supported 
every  attempt  to  break  the  Soviet  power. 
The  Communists,  when  they  first  came  into 
power,  did  not  take  co-operation  as  a very 
important  factor,  but  they  soon  learnt  that 
they  had  to  give  it  very  serious  considera- 
tion, first  because  the  movement  was  a 
stronghold  undermining  the  political 


authority,  and  secondly  because,  like  the 
Tsarist  Government,  they  needed  the  move- 
ment's elaborate  economic  machinery  in 
order  to  function  effectively.  The  Soviet 
Government’s  first  effort  was  of  a propa- 
gandist nature,  urging  that  eo-operatives 
should  function  as  part  of  the  general 
scheme  of  the  Government,  which  was  not 
peculiar  to  Russia  alone  in  war-time.  This 
was  resisted  by  the  co-operative  leaders, 
and  the  Government  at  first  proceeded  to 
organise  its  own  distributive  system.  The 
second  effort  was  of  a legislative  character, 
enacting  a number  of  functional  and 
structural  changes  with  the  movement 
itself,  and  all  calculated  to  adapt  the  move- 
ment to  the  hew  state  organism.  One' of 
the  decrees  enacted  that  all  citizens  of 
Russia  should  be  members  of  the  co-opera- 
tives ; and  in  order  that  this  compulsory 
membership  might  be  rendered  effective  a 
5 per  cent,  tax  on  all  purchases  from  private 
enterprise  was  enforced,  while  purchases 
within  the  co-operatives  were  declared  to 
be  free  of  taxation.  Subsequently  all 
shares  held  within  the  movement  were 
taken  over  by  the  Government,  and,  con- 
trary to  what  we  have  heard  in  other  direc- 
tions, the  shareholders  were  properly  re- 
imbursed. Then  came  a process  of  con- 
solidation. unique  in  the  history  of  co- 
operation, and  beneficial  to  the  utmost 
degree  in  the  new  freedom  in  which  the 
co-operative  organisation  now  found  itself. 
The  various  existing  individual  co-opera- 
tives scattered  fill  over  the  country  were 
amalgamated  into  an  ever-widening  group 
of  municipal,  district,  provincial,  or  state 
organisations,  all  functioning  through  a 
great  national  organisation,  the  Cen- 
trosoyus. All  through,  the  old  school  of 
leaders,  more  particularly  within  the  Cen- 
trosoyus,  continued  to  protest,  hut  without 
avail.  The  Government  succeeded  in  con- 
solidating the  whole  of  co-operative  effort 
into  a uniform  system,  and  established  a 
svstem  of  economic  distribution  of  immense 
service  to  itself  and  the  community  during 
the  Revolution  and  the  Civil  War.  It 
naturally  followed  that  there  should  be  a 
great  change  in  the  personelle  of  the 
leadership  and  the  control,  yet  in  certain 
directions  the  co-operators  continued  to 
function  as  under  the  voluntary  system. 
AVhile  in  the  vital  essentials  of  the  collec- 
tion and  the  distribution  of  all  food 
supplies  co-operators  were  subject  to  rigid 
state  control,  the  old  freedom  continued  in 
regard  to  the  collection  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  commodities  not  considered  vital. 
The  conclusion  was  that  for  a time  the  co- 
operative organisation  did  lose  its  identity 
as  a voluntary  institution,  and  virtually 
functioned  as  a department  of  the  State. 

RUSSIA’S  CO-OPERATIVE 

RESTORATION 


AA’ith  the  consolidation  and  the  security 
of  the  Communist  power,  an  evolutionary 
process  began.  To  help  to  solve  the  general 
economic  crisis,  the  Government  modified 
its  policy,  and  by  a decree  of  April,  1921, 
a large  measure  of  free  trade  had  been 
established.  There  was  absolute  freedom 
in  commercial  distribution,  and  certain 
forms  of  non-monopoly  production  were 
encouraged.  AVitli  respect  to  co-operation, 
the  April  decree  almost  completelv  reversed 
tlie  policy  of  Government  control,  and  the 
movement  had  now  a wider  independence 
and  more  elaborate  functions  than  pre- 
viously existed  in  pre-Soviet  days.  There 
had  been  more  than  a restorative:  the 
movement  had  now  an  equipment,  a com- 
pleteness of  organisation  unique  in  the 
world’s  history  of  co-operation.  No  move- 
ment in  the  world  had  such  a chance  as  had 
now  the  co-operators  of  Russia.  The  Soviet 
Government,  he  thought,  now  felt  that  the 
co-operative  movement  could  be  a greater 
national  asset  functioning  voluntarily  than 
as  a compulsory  unit  of  the  State;  and  its 
great  aim  was  to  assist  co-operatives  to 
become  a mighty  instrument  for  the  manu- 
facture. the  collection,  and  the  distribu- 
tion  ot  essential  products  between  city  and 
country  workers.  AA’ould  it  all  last? 
There  " were  the  strongest  grounds  for 
hoping  for  the  best.  Any  failure,  in  his 
opinion,  would  not  be  attributable  to  Soviet 
interference.  but  to  the  co-operative 
authority  itself,  which  h?d  a unique  oppor- 
tunity of  winning  voluntarily  every  worker 

intellectual,  industrial,  and  peasant — to 

the  co-operative  idea.  That  was  not 
Russia’s  tusk  alone.  A restored  Russia 
meant  a restored  Europe. 

The  French  member  of  the  delegation,  M. 
Poisson,  also  gave  his  version  of  the  visit. 
The  hospitality  Showered  upon  them  by  the 
Russians,  he  said,  was  a sacrifice  made  to 
show  the  high  importance  they  attached  to 
the  visit,  which  certainly  had  strengthened 
the  movement  there.  It  was  true  there  was 
still  the  power  to  appoint  a representative 
of  the  State  on  the  Ctentrosoyus  (which  lias 
not  been  exercised),  and  it  was  also  true  that 
there  was  still  scope  for  individual  initiative 
in  non-State  monopoly  production,  whilst 
the  elections  took  place  regularly  and  were 
uninfluenced.  Liberty  in  Russian  eo-opera- 
tion  was  a fact. 

The  friendly  report  wa3  gratifying  to 
Madame  Dr.  Polovtsev,  who  said  the  Rus- 
sian co-operators  never  forgot  the  first  aims 
of  co-operation.  The  people  who  put  politi- 
cal aims  first  became  emigrants,  and  were  no 
longer  working  for  the  needs  of  Russian 
co-operators. 

A warning  note  against  expecting  too 
much  with  regard  to  the.  Russian  question 
from  the  Genoa  Conference  was  sounded  by 
Herr  Jaeggi.  Russian  expert  trade  was  still 
controlled  by  the  Soviet  Government,  who 


ought  to  delegate  the  powers  for  thU  .,a 
poso  to  the  Centrosoyu*.-. 

Tlie  general  conclusions  in  .lie  np.mt  \Vf 
accepted. 

Russians  on  the  Central  Commit teo. 

Some  discussion  followed  as  to  tlie  ,n^ni, 
of  the  Russian  rejwvsentntivcs  on  i 
Central  Committee,  and  the  assurance  » 
given  that  although  they  were  there  only 
a consultative  capacity,  having  n.>  \,i( 
nevertheless  they  would  have  tin  iu)|( 
sympathy  and  consideration,  the  desire  ii  ., 
to  help  Russia  in  every  way  possible. 

Mr.  Millerehip  moved  the  vet  omineiulition 
that  moneys  collected  in  the  further  a i»ju«al 
for  the  Russian  Famine  be  put  through  the 
Centrosoyus,  but  after  Mr  Stewart  ||,1(j 
mentioned  that  as  the  S.C.AA  .S.  had  given 
£1,01)0  through  the  hands  of  the  l,-iiciuh( 
they  could  hardly  go  and  ask  the  soiiotks 
for  another  £1.000  to  pass  to  the  (Vntroso- 
yus  in  view  of  bad  trade,  lock-outs,  ami  wage 
reductions,  the  question  was  left  to  tlia 
following  day. 

GENOA  AND  RUSSIA. 


The  Russian  problem  brought  forth  i re<< 
lution  from  M.  A'ictor  Senvy  to  the  diet, 
that  considering  the  importance  of  co-o|ier:i- 
tion  in  Russia  and  the  possibility  of  col- 
laboration in  the  reconstruction  of  tlie 
country  by  its  own  initiative,  the  (Vlitnl 
Committee  should  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Genoa  Conference  to  this  matter,  and  parti- 
cularly to  the  Centrosoyus  being  the  Russian 
organisation  for  facilitating  international 
commercial  relations.  The  Central  to 
niittee,  which  represents  20, 000.01)0  of  < 
operators,  should  also  state  the  upiuiini  to 
tlie  Genoa  Conference  that  consumption aiul 
distribution  should  be  on  the  lines  of  to- 
operative  principles,  the  iiou-obsi'i  vnm.e  of 
which  had  led  to  such  terrible  and  prolonged 
consequences  ; and,  further,  should  insist  on 
the  right  of  co-operators  to  Ik*  represented 
on  the  Genoa  Conference  and  the  League  of 
Nations. 

Capitalists  would  be  heard  in  the  Genoa 
Conference,  said  M.  Ldvy,  and  it  wns  only 
right  that  the  consumers,  through  co-opera- 
tors, should  also  be  heard  there.  The  right 
spirit  was  not  there — powerful  tuition* 
would  endeavour  ho  make  their  uioiunnio 
importance  weigh  on  less  powerful  nations. 

Austrian  Criticism. 

The  resolution,  to  Dr.  Renner  s iniml,  fell 
gIioi  t of  defining  the  policy  of  the  I.C  A.  with 
regard  to  reconstructing  the  economic  life 
among  the  nations.  Other  questions  wero 
of  equal  importance  to  that  of  Rusmnii  — tno 
Central  States,  for  instance,  where  people 
had  to  do  the  work  of  slaves.  The  win 
partly  brought  about,  by  the  custom  , that 
unhappy  system  which  produces  the  n «■  i'j 
prices.  If  the  victors  of  the  Into  win  had 
understood  the  obligations  of  victory  there 
would  not  have  been  the  pre°;iit  plight. 
"'We  had  thought  they  would  have  forced 
fredoni  of  trade  to  all  nations,”  added  the 
doctor,  “ but  that  has  not  been  d« 

A telegram  had  been  received 
Albert  Thomas,  the  director  ■it  lli 
Bureau  of  the  League  ol  Nnliy  i 
Poisson,  in  which  our  friend  said  I"' 
vented  from  coming  to  Milan  Ik 
preparations  for  Genoa,  but  the  Labour 
Bureau  was  at  tlie  disposal  of  < ho  ( < A for 
any  communication  that  it  wished  tn  m;lko 
to  the  Genoa  Conference. 

A suggestion  by  M.  Puissun  that  a M'1* 
committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a n ■ lutuiii 
on  the  subject  was  accepted,  and  so  « loaea 
the  sitting  for  the  day. 


oni  M. 
Labour 
..ml  M. 
ns  ore- 

if 


TUESDAY’S  PROCEEDINGS 


On  Tuesday,  the  members  of  the  1 
Committee  met  in  sensational  circunu 
which  we  described  last  week 

The  question  of  representation  at 
was  one  of  the  chief  matters  dealt  " 

A long  resolution  on  /the  subj  t 
brought  forward. 

Sir  Thomas  Allen  asked  whether  or  a® 
there  were  any  competent  Intcrmitw 
authority  at  Genoa  with  any  power  to  Erin 
the  demand  of  tlie  resolution  . . 

Mr.  Secretary  May  pointed  out  tli-'t  tr 
Jiad  had  the  telegram  from  M Tlmin  i- , 8 . 
ing  that  if  such  a resolution  were  past  1 
authority  of  his  organisation  I* 
national  Labour  Bureau — might  o*-  usi?t*  l 
its  presentation;  and  it  would  Im  up  to  J- 
nation  to  deal  with  tta  matter  miim'i' 
the  resolution  were  passed.  It  wa».  u - 
stood  thero  was  another  resolution  to 


Genoa 

itli. 


rd  l lie 


n.hid’f 


from  M.  Serwy  giving  pot 
to  go  from  that  meeting  and  pr.  sunt  ' 
the  assistance  of  M.  Thomas.  . 

The  Rev.  G.  A Ramsay,  for  the  Dj' 
delegates,  said  they  had  ordy  In 
lution  once,  and  they  had  not 
them,  eo  he  asked  for  pernn- 
with  the  text  so  that  they  might  . J 

Mr.  May  interpolated  that  rar.n 

from  the  Co-operative  Union  of  Great  ^ 
n resolution  asking  that  represent-*' 
made  at  Genoa,  , \fr. 

Tlie  British  delegate-  returned. 

Ramsay  explained  one  or  two  clnngW 
in  the  resolution.  f ( ) aj,fc td 

Mr.  Kerran,  representing  L.<t  1 • 
that  in  the  resolution  it  slmuM  ntirt 
clear  that  the  I.C.A.  and  tl 
movemei 


ring 


nt  in  general  should  ix*  t'j*'  1 
in  the  reconstruction  •»*  r-uro 
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EASTER  AT  GLOUCESTER. 


REVIEW  OF  HAPPY  WEEK-END  GATHERINGS 

FOR  STUDENTS. 


AN  INTERESTING  BORE. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 


Bores  are  not  usually  interesting,  and 
one  would  rather  break  than  make  contact 
with  them. 

There  are  exceptions,  of  course. 

Gloucester,  for  instance,  has  a bore  which 
j - really  very  interesting.  Contact,  more- 
over, does  not  involve  a visit  to  the  museum. 
^\ll  one  has  to  do  is  to  go  down  to  the  river, 
git  or  stand  on  the  bank,  and  wait  until 
someone  further  along  shouts  “tide  oh!" 
Immediately  afterwards  one  sees  a huge 
wav?  rush  past  on  the  back  of  the  river, 
and  that,  in  a word,  is  the  Severn  bore. 

This  was  one  of  the  treats  which  the  local 
reception  committee  for  the  Easter  gather- 
ing at  Gloucester  arranged  for  the  visitors, 
and  it  gave  rise  to  a good  deal  of  humour, 
the  brunt  of  which  had  to  be  borne  by  Mr. 
R.  R.  Chappell,  a member  of  the  Central 
Board  living  at  Gloucester.  Mr.  Chappell 
had  kindly  undertaken  to  guide  the  party 
to  a spot  where  the  wonderful  bore  could 
bo  seen  to  the  best  advantage,  and- as  it  was 
very  tardy  in  making  its  appearance,  “the 
Member  for  Gloucester"  was  literally  bom- 
barded with  questions.  “ Perhaps  the  bore 
is  asleep."  said  one.  “ Maybe  it  has  gone 
hunting,"  observer!  another.  Then  the 
questions  took  on  the  personal  tone'.  “ Had 
lie  (Mr.  Chappell)  forgotten  we  were  now 
enjoying  summer  time?"  Then  one  stu- 
dent. who  could  put  the  right  colour  into 
“ och  nwa  wi’  ye."  capped  the  lot  by  asking 
Mr.  Chappell  if  he  had  brought  us  to  the 
right  river  ! It  was  rare  good  fun,  and  none 
enjoyed  it  more  than  tne  leader  of  the 
party.  Behind  us  rested  the  village  of 
Hempstead.  Away  in  the  distance  on  the 
left  was  May  Hill,  recognised  by  its  “ top 
knot"  of  trees.  A visit  to  May  Hill  is  a 
favourite  jaunt  of  students  t-o -the  Summer 
School  at  Mitcheldean. 

Good  Friday  evening  the-  students  as- 
sembled in  the  Guildhall,  where  they  were 
given  an  “ official  reception  " by  the  Mayor 
of  Gloucester  (Councillor  J.  I)..  Roberts), 
who  was  accompanied  by  the  Mayoress.  It 
was  quite  a homely  gathering — there  was 
nothing  official  about  it.  True,  the  Mayor 
wore  his  ermine  robe  when  receiving  his 
guests : equally  true  in  close  attendance  was 
hi;  gaily-clad  factotum.  But  when  Coun- 
cillor Roberts  had  finished  the  handshak- 
ing business,  lie  doffed  his  robe  and  moved 
amongst  his  guests  as  though  he  had  been 
a student  at  Holvoake  House  for  the  past 
twelve  months.  His  good  lady,  too,  was 
unsparing  in  her  efforts  to  make  the  visitors 
feel  that  they  had  simply  transferred  their 
homes  in  other  parts  of  the  countrv  to 
Gloucester.  The  refreshments  would  nave 
drawn  away  the  nursery  rhyme  king  from 
his  parlour  and  his  money. 


A Vacant  Chair. 


All  this  goodness  was  not  accepted  with- 
out due  vocal  recognition.  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae 
(chairman  of  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee) had  been  appointed  to  discharge 
this  pleasant  duty,  and  everybody  knows 
how  gracefully  he  would  have  done  it.  Un- 
fortunately, the  continued  illness  of  Mrs. 
llae  stood  in  the  way.  and  the  task  of  thank- 
ing the  Mayor  for  his  hospitality  fell  to 
Mr.  S.  Fairbrother,  the  unofficial  deputy- 
chairman  of  the  C.E.C.  Mr.  Fairbrother 
was  very  happy  in  the  choice  of  his  lan- 
guage, and  in  presenting  the  Mayor  with  a 
specially-bound  copy  cf  “ Industrial  (!o- 
ojx- ration,"  said,  “ don’t  put  if  on  the  top 
dielf  in  your  library." 

Councillor  Roberts  was  just  as  happy  in 
his  reply,  and  assured  the  students  that  he 
would  read  the  book.  “Industrial  Co-opera- 
tion— that,"  he  said,  “ is  what  we 
want  to-day.”  Further  remarks  revealed 
the  fact  that  the  worthy  Mayor  had  busi- 
®ess  connections  with  the  Wholesale 

society. 

Councillor  A.  J.  Burlton  (president  of  the 
Gloucester  Society),  who  presided  over 
these  proceedings,  also  welcomed  t he 
Yi&itors  to  Gloucester  in  the  name  of  local 
co-operators. 

E.  O.  Greening,  who  seems  to  have 
solved  the  problem  of  perpetual  youth, 
^niuiiigly  informed  the  Mayor  that  he 

need  not  be  ashamed  of  entertaining  us 
t^oight."  The  co-operative  movement, 
»uacd  the  veteran,  in  the  same  old  golden 
«)nos,  “ is  one  of  the  great  hopes  of  the 


A noteworthy  feature  of  the  musical  j: 
gramme  was  a song  entitled  “ .My  I) real 
'ntten  by  Councilb  r F.  Burlton  (C.I.S. 
Presentative  at  Gloucester),  and  set 
5,““  by  Mr.  William  Bird.  who  is  on 
loucoster  Society’s  clerical  staff.  Tlirot 
>e  song  we  are  urged  t.o  find  tlie  pure  wl 
Tp.  the  sign  of  peace  and  love. 

f“*'  th»  *>y  on  Goad  Frii 
tb*U<o  annual  meeting 

Co-operative  Educational  Fellowsl 
tin  an  address  on  ‘Cooperative  Edt; 
a«*  New  Internationalism." 

«*«*  Hnll.  M.A.  (Adviser  of  Studies' 
. °f  the  Co-operative  Educatio 
" lines’  Association,  and  r.n  a deb 


(1.4  , -association,  unci  r.n 

evening)  on  “ Edt 
Joint’  P b»  Mr‘  A-  ' Alexander  (s. 

iff  n a"UMne 

* Congress). 


Edueatii 


Join*  n i ',r-  A-  ' Alexander  (secret 
tivv,  V1  arha,uentary  Committee,  Co-op 


Presiding  over  the  Fellowship  meeting, 
Mr.  Fairbrother  spoke  approvingly  of  the 
objects  of  this  young  but  growing  organisa- 
tion. “ If  we  wanted  to  be  that  progressive 
force  we  think  we  ought  to  be,”  he  said, 
“ we  must  of  necessity  form  organisations 
of  this  kind."  Increased  interest  ami  a 
larger  membership  would  make  the  Fellow- 
ship a “ very  living  force  in  the  intellectual 
life  of  the  movement." 

The  membership,  according  to  the  annual 
report,  showed  a slight  increase  over  1921— 

3 ,012  as  against  1,550. 

Educational  Secretaries. 

Professor  Hall  is  the  president  of  the 
Educational  Secretaries’  Association,  and 
reported  to  the  annual  meeting  that  the 
work  of  the  organisation  “is  progressing 
satisfactorily."  He  attributed  the  sparse 
attendance  to  two  facts: — (1)  Business  en- 
gagements elsewhere;  and  (2)  the  inability 
of  some  educational  committees  to  send 
their  secretaries  on  account  of  the  expense. 

The  annual  report  stated  that  there  were 
now  175  educational  secretaries  “ within 
our  ranks,”  us  compared  with  144  twelve 
months  ago.  The  committee  looked  hope- 
fully to  the  future. 

Moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and 
drawing  attention  to  its  salient  features, 
the  Chairman  expressed  the  view  that  “ the 
association  has  done  something  to  justify  its 
existence.” 

The  students  reassembled  in  the  Guildhall 
in  the  evening,  and  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  the  famous  Gloucester  Co-operative 
Choir,  whioh  in  the  great  musical  festival 
days  in  London  won  the  Novello  Shield  out- 
right. Mr.  W.  H.  Morgan  was  the  conduc- 
tor then  and  is  now,  and  as  he  stepped  to 
the  front  of  the  choir  on  Saturday  he  was 
cordially  greeted  by  the  audience. 

The  members  of  the  Men's  Guild  held 
their  annual  meeting  on  the  Saturday,  and, 
starting  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  they 
sat  until  evening  was  well  nigh  done.  The 
-business  before  the  meeting  was  undoubt- 
edly of  an  important,  character,  and  the 
time  to  be  taken  over  it  is  a matter  which 
rests  entirely  with  the  delegates  attending- 
the  -meeting.  It  was,  however,  unfortunate 
that  through  sitting  so  long  without  a 
break,  except  for  meals,  the  delegates  had 
to  forego  hearing  the  Dean  of  Gloucester 
give  an  interesting  review  of  educational 
progress  in  this  country.  The  title  of  Dr. 
Gee’s  address  was  “ The  Old  Education  and 
the  New:  A Comparison  with  Reflections.” 
This  was  the  evening  in  which  Mr.  E.  0. 
Greening  delivered  the  first  of  his  addresses, 
taking  for  his  subject  “ Memories  of  Robert 
Owen  and  the  Co-operative  Pioneers." 

Professor  Hall  dealt  with  his  subject  with 
customary  ability  and  lucidity,  and  earned 
his  audience  with  him  when  he  said  — 

People  cannot  believe  in  co-operation 
between  nations  fend  at  the  same  time 
believe  in  competition  between  indivi- 
duals. The  problem  is  all  one. 

It-  was  a real  treat  to  listen  to  Mr. 
Alexander's  condemnation  of  the  proposed 
“ cuts  ” in  education  expenditure. 

The  policy  of  the  Government  in  this 
matter  is  not  economical ; it  is  wasteful 
and  unjust  having  regard  to  present  ex- 
penditure on  non-productive  services. 

No  provision  had  been  made  for  a . resolu- 
tion of  protest,  but  uo  sooner  had  Mr. 
Alexander  sat  down  than  there  was  a 
demand  that  one  should  be  sent  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Fairbrother  said  a resolution  of  the 
nature  suggested  would  be  drafted  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  day  for  confirmation. 
(This  was  done,  and  the  resolution  will  be 
sent  to  the  Government  through  the  Co- 
operative Congress). 

Councillor  J.  Blackwell  (chairman  of  the 
local  society’s  loan  committee)  presided. 

“ Co-operation  and  Government  " formed 
the  subject  of  Mr.  T.  W".  Mercer's  address 
on  Sunday  evening,  and  the  head  cf  the 
Union’s  publications  department  soon 
showed  that  he  was  in  “ tip  top  ” oratorical 
form.  He  had  some  excellent  quotations. 
All  his  points,  which  he  drove  home  relent- 
lessly, bore  evidence  cl  first-class  workman- 
ship. 

" Government,”  lie  said,  “will  become 
unnecessary  when  co-operation  is 
perfected." 

His  chairman  was  Mr.  J.  I'.  -Jackson 
(manager  of  the  Gloucester  Society),  to 
whom  the  students  during  their  stay  owed 
many  personal  kindnesses. 

On  the  Monday  the  students  and  friends 
went  by  motor  to  the  “Morning  Star” 
orchards  at  Greet,  and  in  the  evening  assem- 
bled in  the  Raikes  Memorial  Hall, 
Gloucester,  for  the  closing  social  gathering. 
Mr.  E.  O.  Greening  also  gave  the  second  of 
his  two  addresses.  “ Co-operative  Ideals  and 
the  Co-operative  Oommonw-ealth." 

The  secretaries  for  the  week-end  were 
Messrs.  C.  E.  Wood  ( secretary  of  the  Cen- 
tral Education  Committee)  and  Councillor  F. 
Burlton  (Gloucester),  aDd  they  must  be 
complimented  ou  the  results  of  their  efforts. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 
SALVING  EUROPE. 

RISING  DEMOCRACIES  WHICH  MUST  CO-OPERATE. 

BY  MYLES  LONG. 


These  two  books,*  which  reflect  the  ob- 
servations of  minds  widely  different,  have  one 
fault  in  common — the  absence  of  an  index. 
It  is  a fault  which  probabl}'  counts  for  nothing 
to  the  person  who  reads  either  of  them  through ; 
but  botli  are  intended  as  works  of  reference, 
and  to  such  works — especially  works  so  com- 
prehensive— an  index  is  well-nigh  indis- 
pensable. 

Dr.  Haden  Guest  describes  the  symptoms 
he  has  found  in  the  Central  States  of  Europe, 
and  in  Russia,  in  the  course  of  visits  he  has 
paid  to  those  countries.  The . general  con- 
clusion he  comes  to  is  that  the  old  Europe 
is  gone  irrevocably.  He  is  not  referring  to 
the  old  geographical  boundaries  we  learned 
at  school,  but  to  the  old  order  of  things.  “ No 
country  has  as  yet  found  itself  since  the  war. 
No  country  knows  exactly  where  it  stands. 
Emperors  and  kings- have  gone,  social  classes 
have  gone,  institutions,  political  parties,  and 
old  ideas  have  gone.’’  But  it  is  not  the 
disappearance  of  the  old  order  that  is  so  start- 
ling as  the  corning  of  the  new  order.  “ The 
titanic  rise  of  the  democracies  of  Europe  into 
consciousness  is  the  overwhelming  met  of 
the  present  European  situation.”  “ The 
democracy  of  Europe  has  begun  its  labour 
of  building  the  new  order  and  knows  that  it 
is  so  building.” 

Hopeful  signs  of  the  probable  stability 
of  democracy  lie  finds  in  the  desire  for  peace, 
the  demand  for  material  well-being  which  is 
but  one  aspect  of  the  new  insistence  upon 
human  values,  and,  above  all,  the  insistence 
upon  the  need  for  education.  The  demand  for 
education  is  due  to  the  fact  that  democracy 
is  advancing  to  take  over  its  control  and  direc- 
tion of  the  world  of  things  in  the  interest  of 
the  ordinary  man  and  woman  ; and  democracy 
is  therefore  equipping  itself.  With  recollec- 
tions of  the  Geodes  attack  upon  education, 
an  Englishman  must  blush  to  read  of  the 
great  impulse  to  educational  growth  which 
expresses  itself  in  Europe  in  increase  of  schools, 
increase  of  teachers,  specialisation  of  schools, 
and  the  "foundation  of  universities.  Granted 
that  jome  of  the  countries  described  by  Dr. 
Haden  Guest  were  “ backward  ” countries 
so  far  as  education  was  concerned — Russia, 
for  example— but  one  understands  that  the 
same  advance  in  educational  activities  is 
to  be  found  in  Germany  which,  in  many 
respects,  we  followed  rather  than  led  before 
the  war. 

What  of  Co-operation? 

The  democracies  are  expressing  themselves, 
according  to  Dr.  Haden  Guest,  according  as 
they  are  moved  by  several  great  influences. 
In  towns  and  industrial  areas,  the  expression 
is  “ Socialism.’’  In  country  areas  the  demo- 
cracy expresses  itself  through  the  Peasant 
Part}' — as  much  subdivided  as  the  Socialists. 
A third  influence  is  nationality.  The  author 
does  not  appear  to  attach  so  much  importance 
to  co-operative  activity  as  he  might  have 
done  or  to  appreciate  adequately  the  efficacy 
of  co-operation  as  an  organ  of  democracy. 
He  devotes  some  space  to  what  the  movement 
is  doing  in  Rouraania,  and  he  refers  to  it  in 
Tchcko-Slovakia  ; but  while  he  is  not  in 
sympathy  with  the  Soviet  system  of  Russia, 
the  extent  of  the  co-operative  movement 
there  and  the  variety  of  its  activities  surely 
merit  more  than  passing  mention  of  it.  The 
description  applied  to  it  in  the  single  line  in 
which  he  refers  to  it  is  out  of  date.  One 
gathers  that  the  author  anticipates  that 
the  real  struggle  for  power  in  Europe  is 
to  be  between  the  Red  International  of 
the  industrials  and  the  “ Green  ” Inter- 
national of  the  Peasants  which  Bulgaria 
is  credited  with  a desire  to  create.  “ A 
Co-operative  International  ” is  mentioned  as 
already  in  being ; and  yet  greater  hopes  are 
raised  by  that  international  than  by  any  other. 
It  has  done  things  ; it  is  equipping  itself  to 
do  greater  things  ; and  possibly  its  greatest 
achievements  would  be  speedily  possible  if 
it  embraced  the  agricultural  societies  which 
Mr.  H.  W.  Wolff,  an  ex-president  of  the 
Co-operative  International,  says  the  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance  does  not  embrace. 

Dr.  Haden  Guest,  however,  perceives  that 
in  whatever  form  democracy  may  express 
itself  here  or  there,  there  is  pervading  every 
country  the  great  democratic  vision  of 
" Europe  made  free  from  exploiters.”  With 
such  a vision,  education  is  certainly  an  essential 
if  the  vision  is  not  to  become  a spectre.  The 
book  is  interesting  for  the  impressions  recorded, 
and  the  reader  will  find  much  that  will  give 
him  fresh  knowledge  of  States  with  regard 
to  which  most  people  are  ill-informed  ; and 
it  shows  that  democracy’s  exercise  of  its 
growing  power  is  undoubtedly  advancing 
the  material  well-being  of  the  common  people 
even  in  the  impoverished  States. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Vanderlip’s  book — “ What 
Next  in  Europe  1 ” — has  a different  motif. 
The  author  is  a prominent  American  banker, 
and,  like  Dr.  Haden  Guest,  he  has  made  an 
extensive  tour  of  Europe.  Dr.  Haden  Guest 
deals  with  the  new  order  that  is  building  up 
the  new  Europe.  Mr.  Vanderlip  pictures 
widespread  famine,  impending  bankruptcy. 


” The  Straggle  lor  Power  in  Europe.”  by  Dr.  L. 
Haden  Guest,  M.C.,  M.R.C.S.  London  : Hodder 
and  Stoughton  Ltd.  16?. 

What  Next  in  Europe  1”  by  Frank  A.  Vanderlip. 
London  : Geo.  Aikn  and  Unwin  Ltd.  8s  6d. 


and  the  mutual  destruction  of  inter-dependent 
States. 

The  sufferings  of  Europe  arc  not  due  to  the 
direct  wounds  of  the  war;  but  due  to  the 
general  dislocation  of  the  economic  organisa- 
tion of  life ; and  many  of  the  roots  of  that 
suffering  run  directly  into  the  ground  of  what 
he  calls  the  “ Poison  Treaties  of  Paris  ” which 
were  "conceived  in  hatred  and  malice.” 
He  makes  the  sweeping  statement— and 
means  it  to  be  taken  literally— " that  there 
13 a well-informed  man  in  Europo  who 
will  whole-heartedly  defend  tlicso  treaties." 

The  last  few  chapters  of  Mr.  Vanderlip’s 
book  deal  with  Reconstruction.  This  subject 
could  not  be  faced  without  some  proposals 
tor  the  repairing  of  the  exchanges  and  the 
handling  of  international  debts ; and  the 
influence  of  the  League  of  Nations  and  the 
problem  of  labour  arc  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance and  have  been  frankly  faced  by  the 
author.  The  most  disquieting  statement  ho 
makes  is  that  after  visiting  six  or  eight  of  the 
b Cn*u  ^UIOPe?n  countries  he  has  been  forced 
•flbbe  conc^us‘on  that  there  is  no  curative 
influence  at  work  to  repair  the  currency. 
The  book  is  highly  informative,  und  Mr. 
Vanderlip  makes  it  pretty  clear  to  his  own 
countrymen  that  America  cannot  stand  aloof 
as  if  Europe  mattered  nothing  to  her.  He  has 
been  able  to  consult  freely  with  statesmen, 
financiers,  and  commercial  experts  in  the 
various  countries.  While  he  admits  the 
gravity  of  the  plight  of  Europe,  ho  admits 
also  that  her  case  is  not  quite  hopeless.  The 
first  essential  to  a cure  is  a change  of  spirit — 
a pronouncement  upon  which  co-operators 
will  agree  with  Mr.  Vanderlip — and  he  believes 
America  can,  if  she  will,  do  a groat  deal  to 
bring  that  about  and  help  European  States 
to  recognise  their  inter-dependenee.  He  appre- 
ciates the  maxim  of  President  Mazavik,  of 
Tcheko-Slovakia — to  whom  Dr.  Haden  Guest 
also  pays  tribute.  That  maxim  is  : Our  first 
duty  is  to  imderstand.  Yes  ! Anri  when  the 
peoples  “-understand."  the  real  and  desirable 
revolution  will  have  arrived. 

Albert  Thomas. 

Among  those  whom  Mr.  Vanderlip  con- 
sulted was  M.  Albert  Thomas,  the  head  of  the 
International  Labour  Bureau  of  the  League 
of  Nations,  many  of  whose  hints  are  set  forth 
in  this  volume.  Like  the  international  co- 
operator  that  lie  is,  M.  Thomas  deprecated 
the  national  tendencies  to  make  every  nation 
self-contained.  To  Air.  Vanderlip  "he  pic- 
tured the  loss  to  civilisation  if  nations  suc- 
ceeded in  being  self-contained  economic  units 
instead  of  carrying  forward  the  co-operative 
effort  of  a highly  organised  economic  world 
in  which  different  nations  specialised  in  pro- 
ducing those  things  for  which  they  were  Lest 
equipped  by  nature.  It  is  the  difference 
between  a community  where  everyone  does 
his  own  weaving,  cobbling,  and  food -raising, 
and  one  where  groups  of  highly  specialised 
craftsmen  exchange  their  skilled  production 
for  the  skilled  production  of  others.”  That 
is  one  of  the  best  co-operative  utterances 
in  this  book ; and,  it  must  be  remembered, 
that  when  all  is  considered,  although  Mr. 
Vanderlip  is  not  a co-operator,  the  real  lesson 
he  teaches  is  that  Europe  can  only  be  saved 
when  the  competitive  selfish  spirit  is  replaced 
by  the  co-operative  spirit. 


The  Right  Name 
for  the  Best  Milk 


The  word  “ ideal  ” means  the  best 
you  can  think  of.  That  is  why  it  is 
such  a good  name  for  Ideal  Milk. 
“ Evaporated  ” milk  only  means 
that  a certain  amount  of  water  has 
been  extracted,  but  Ideal  Milk 
means  that  all  excessive  moisture 
has  been  extracted,  all  rich  cream 
has  been  left  in.  So  let  the  name 
and  not  the  price  and  size  of  the 
tin  be  your  guide. 

IDEAL 

MILK 

(THE  EVERYDAY  MILK) 
guaranteed  absolutely 
uncontaminated. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores,  and 
packed  by 

NESTLE’S, 

6-9,  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


OPTIMISM  REWARDED. 

, BIO  PUSH  AT  WINCHESTER. 

SOCIETY'S  INTERESTING 

GROWTH. 

[“ Co-opekativjs  News”  Special.] 


INTERNATIONAL  TRADING. 

SOUTHERN  STUDENTS  DISCUSS  THE  PROBLEM. 
EDUCATION  AND  ENJOYMENT  AT  COLCHESTER. 

[By  Our  Own  Reporter.] 


Co-operation  at  Winchester  is  a symbol 
evidently  possesvsing  a double  meaning,  for 
no  one  can  doubt  that  “in  Hampshire  they 
are  first  of  all  co-operators,  but  equally  they 
arc  C'o-Optirimts,  and  with  capital  letters  at 
that!  On  Thursday,  April  6th,  the  AViii- 
ciiester  and  District  Industrial  Society 
opened  a most  important  extension  of  their 
Central  .Stores  of  an  area  of.  well  over  5,000 
superficial  feet  in  Hie  best  business  part  < f 
the  city  and  next  to ‘the  Municipal  Buildings. 

In  1900  the  society  opened,  almost  with 
fear  and  trembling,  its  first  store,  with  one 
nian  to  serve  and  one  lad  to  deliver  -with  a 
hand  truck.  There  were  then  140  members, 
and  the  capital  was  something  less  than 
£100.  But  “ fear  and  trembling”  soon 
gave  way  to  “push,  arid -.go.”  The  anti- 
quated premises  verging  cm  the  cathedral 
precincts  were  transformed,  an  additional 
store  (with  a small  “ s ”)  was  taken, -arid 
under  its  foundation  ‘president  (Councillor 
W.  Hutchings)  . and  foundation  eecrecary 
(Mr.  J.  A.  James)  the  co-operative  infant 
sat  up  and  began  to  take  noti  e.  Its  re- 
sources were  carefully  husbanded.  From 
counting  its  members  by  addition,  Hie 
society  discovered  and  mastered  the  art  of 
multiplication,  and  140  members  became 
seven  times  that  number.  The  one  man  and 
n boy  staff  were  subjected  to  the  same  pro- 
cess, and  the  old  home  was-  no  longer  able 
to  cope  with  the  “ growing  pains  ” of  such 
a promising  family. 

There  happened  to  be  in  the  market  quite 
a commodious  hotel,  rejoicing  in  the  name  of 
• The  Citv  Anns,”  with  an  ample  but  some- 
what squalid  yard.  “.The  very  thing,”  said 
our  co-operative  co-optimists,  and  so  they 
called,  in  the  O.W.S.  architect,  who  did 
things,  and  then  moved  lock,  stock,  and 
ban-el,  with  the  staff  and  the  trade  and 
still  the  hand  truck  (but  now  as  the  sort  of 
odd-man-out  vehicle  to  a fleet  of  horse  vans) 
for  No.  8,  High-street.  The  £100  capital 
had  become  £4,600.  and  the  weekly  trade 
had  reached  the  -neighbourhood  of  £380  a 
week.  This  was  in  1911. 

But  the  “ growing  pains”  persisted,  and 
the  society  took  in  hand  its  unattractive 
yard.  The  co-optimists  had  another  tussle 
with  the  co-pessimists  (happily  a small  and 
timid  body)  and  won,  and  tne  society  found 
itself  sampling  the  loaves  and  the  “ smalls  ” 
from  the  latest  and  most  modern  equipped 
oo-operntive  bakery . 

Wonderful  Results. 

I/ast  year  the  society  readied  its  majority, 
and  at  the  ooming-of.-age  festivities — when 
the  kkldies  (the  future  housewives  and* 
breadwinners)  were  given  a right  royal 
treat,  and  the  family  was  then  drawn  from 
not  ic-nly  the  City  of  Winchester,  but  from 
Twyford,  Shawford.  Alieheldaver,  Sutton 
Scotney,  Winstone,  Alresford,  Itchcn  Abbas, 
Ropley,  Sparsholt,  Littleton.  North ington, 
Burritwood,  and  Easton.  Some  of  these 
places  are  only  hamlets,  but  every  little 
helps,  and  at  the  little  town  of  Alresford 
the  society  had  opened  its  own  locnl  store, 
and  had  head  stores  and  branch  stores  at 
Winchester,  its  home.  The  weekly  sales 
were  £1,506,  the  share  capital  £23,470,  the 
loan  capital  £1,994,  the  reserves  £1,919,  the 
rolling  stock  a fleet  of  motors  and  6even 
horse  vehicles'  arid  the  hand  truck,  which 
figured  in  the  procession. 

A Worthy  Addition. 

Tlie  result  is  a most  worthy. addition  to 
the  Central  Stores,  with  a frontage  of  38ft. 
The  ground  floor  lias  an  area  of  1,830  super- 
ficial feet,  and  is  now  in  use  by  the  confec- 
tionery, drapery,  gents’  outfitting,  and  boot 
departments,  with  all  the  necessary  offices 
and  with  the  latest  equipment,  including 
the  .check  issuing- triplicate,  national  cash 
registers,  and  selpliast  show  cases,  Ac.  The 
other  two  floors  are  destined  for  furniture 
and  hardware  departments.' 

It  is  a great  accomplishment  to  have  car- 
ried out  such  a fine  achievement  by  direct 
labour.  The  co-optimist  co-operators  can  do 
things. 

The  Opening. 

Such  an  important  occasion  as. the  opening 
of  the  new  etc  res  secured  t he- attendance  of 
the  many  distinguished  visitors,  including 
Mr.  T.  O.  Arnold  (director  of  the  C.W.S.) 
and  Mr.  Vincent  (president  of  the  Southamp- 
ton Society). 

The  actual  opening  was  all. the  more  im- 
prcssivi.'  because  of  its  simplicity.  The 
President,  standing  in  the  doorway,  sup- 
ported by  the  leading  representatives  and 
official's  cf  the  society  said:  It  is  my  privi- 
lege to  open  this  store  and  invite  you  to  come 
in  and  sco  what  we  have  been  able  to  pre- 
pare. 1 hope  you  will  all  be  able  to  take 
away  a favourable  impression  that  we  have 
not  only  dene  something  for  the  co  operative 
movement,  but  also  provided  Sfcuietning  for 
the  glory  ar.l  benefit  of  our  old  city.  With 
these  few  remarks  I ask  yog  to  conic  inside 
ami  judge  for  yourselves. 

Hundreds  of  people  flocked  into  the  build- 
ing, and  many  were  unable  to  get  into  the 
meeting  room  on  the  top  floor. 

Mr.  Arnold  congratulated  Winchester  cn 
the  I resicht  and  enterprise  of  the  com- 
mittee in  launching  out  into  those  magnifi- 
cent premises  nt  such  a time.  They  had 
taken  on  themselves  additional  capital  in 
the  shape  of  those  new  buildings,  and  that 
capital  could  only  be  made  profitable  by  the 
members  bringing  additional  trade. 


The  Southern  Sectional  Board  appear  to 
have  a partiality  for  East  Anglia  as  the 
venue  for  the  Easter  Week-end  School. 
This  is  not  surprising,  seeing  the  warmth 
of  the  welcome  and  the  sincere  desire  to 
make  the  visit  a pleasure  to  “ the  strangers 
within  the  gates.”  This  was  the  case  at 
Felixstowe  last  year.  This  Easter  the  same 

enial  conditions  have  been  experienced  at 

'olcliester.  where  everything  was  done  by 
the  local  society,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Southern  Sectional  Board,  to  make  the 
school  a success.  Mr.  W.  J.  Salmon.  J.P.. 
president  of  the  society,  and  a member  of 
the  sectional  board,  and  Mr.  E.  E.  Orriri 
(the  secretary)  were  unremitting  in  their 
attention,  and  left  nothing  undone  to  make 
the  visit  a memorable  one.  Mr.  Ralph 
Hibberd  (secretary)  and  members  of  the 
board  were  active  and  amiable.  • v- 

Oolchester  is  rich  in  historical  associa- 
tions, dating  from  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
with  a fine  old  Norman  castle.  It  is  not 
content  to  live  on  a dead  past,  hut  lias  evi- 
dence on  every  hand  of  modern  development 
and  growth.  Notable  is  the  flourishing 
society,  which  gives  indications  of  its  pros- 
perity by  the  contemplated  extension  of  the 
central  premises,  a commanding  corner 
block  of  shops  having  been  purchased  for 
this  purpose.  Its  stability  is  largely  due  to 
the  sound  financial  policy  which  has  been 
pursued  under  Mr.  Salmon's  presidency  and 
that  of  liis  predecessor. 

The  students  assembled  on  Good  Friday 
at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  a fine  old  hostelry 
dating  back  to  the  fifteenth  century.  The 
official  welcome  was  given  by  Mr.  Mark 
Clear,  the  genial' chairman  of  the  sectional 
hoard,  who  at-  once  sought  to  put  the  stu- 
dents on  good  terms  with  one  another  by 
reminding  ‘them  that  they  were  one  big 
family.  He  hoped  that  a spirit  of  comrade- 
ship would  be  developed,  and  that  they 
would  all  return  the  better  for  having 
attended  the  school. 

Theologians  and  Social  Service. 

Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (secretary  to  the 
Southern  Section)  gave  the  first  address, 
taking  as  his  subject  “ The  Co-operative 
Sense."  He  defined  this  as  the  sense  which 
underlies  the  progress  of  humanity.  Co- 
operation, he  urged,  had  been  the  founda- 
tion of  all  the  great  religions.  It  was  tlie 
theologians  who  had  overlaid  social  service, 
and  made  religion  a mockery  instead  of  a 
reality.  In  the  same  way  experiments  in 
other  directions  in  the  way  of  co-operation 
had  largely  failed,  because  they  did  not 
carry  co-operation  far  enough.  If  the  war 
had  taught  us  anything,  it  was  that  no 
nation  could  be  independent  of  another 
nation  any  more  than  an  individual  could 
be  independent  of  the  rest.  There  was  fto 
such  thing  as  a self-educated  man  or  a self- 
made  man,  and  no  such  thing  as  an  inven- 
tion brought  to  light  by  one  person.  It 
was  a case  of  cumulative  knowledge.  Co- 
operation brought  into  force  all  that  they 
learnt' from  their  ancestors.  They  had  co- 
operation in  daily  life,  and  they  had  recog- 
nised over  and  over  again  by  legislation  that 
the  old  days  of  laissez  faire  were  gone,  and 
only  the  opposition  of  vested  interests  pre- 
vented its  abolition  entirely.  Education 
was  the  most  wonderful  co-operative  tiling 
they  had.  Mr.  Hibberd  alluded  to  tlie  ex- 
pression of  the  co-operative  sense  in  litera- 
ture, and  in  support  of  this  read  a striking 
extract  from  Eden  Phillpotts’  “ Three 
Brothers.”  He  further  developed  liis  argu- 
ment by  giving  some  apt  and  convincing 
illustrations,  which  were  followed  with  keen 
interest. 

There  was  a discussion,  but  the  speakers 
appeared  in  general  Agreement  with  the 
principles  laid  down  in  the  address.  At  the 
close  Mr.  Hibberd  was  cordially  thanked  for 
his  able  exposition  on  the  proposal  of  Mrs. 
Gasson  (sectional  board),  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bird  (Ipswich). 

Old  and  New  Journalism. 

In  the  evening,  Mr.  Adsett  (London  re- 
presentative of  tlie  “Co-operative  News”) 
spoke  on  “ Old  and  New  Journalism.”  Air. 
A.  M.  Smith  presided.  The  history  of  the 
newspaper  press  was  reviewed,  and  refer- 
ences were  made  to  the  part  Air.  G.  J. 
Holyoake  took  in  the  agitation  for  abolish- 
ing taxes  on  knowledge.  The  development 
of  the  new  journalism  and  characteristics 
of  this  phase  were  described,  together  with 
the  growth  of  the  trusts  and  combines. 
Some  baneful  effects  of  the  new  methods 
were  touched  upon.  The  history  of  the  co- 
operative press  was  next  dealt  with,  this 
leading  up  to  a description  of  tlie  work  of 
the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society  and  proposed  developments. 

There  was  a well-sustained  discussion,  in 
the  course  of  which  Air.  Alark'  Clear  ap- 
pealed for  the  active  support  of  societies 
in  the  work  of  the  Southern  Advisory  Com- 
mittee. which  had  been  formed  to  push  the 
sales  of  the  Publishing  Society's  publica- 
tions. There  was  a general  agreement 
amongst  the  speakers  as  to  the  necessity 
for  increasing  the  power  of  the  co-operative 
press  and  for  securing  more  efficient 
methods  of  distribution.  Tributes  were 
paid  to  the  high  standard  which  has  been 
reached  by  the  “ News.’’ 

A vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the 
speaker,  on  the  proposal  of  Air.  Forster 


(Southern  Co-operative  Educational  Associa- 
tion), seconded  by  Air.  Mark  Clear. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  students  spent 
a pleasant  time  in  visiting  the  castle,  where 
they  were  received  and  instructed  by  Air. 
Wright  (the  curator).  There  is  a museum 
at  the  castle  containing  the  finest  collection 
of  Roman  remains  outside  Rome.  Some 
ol  the  historical  facts  connected  with  the 
town  and  castle  were  explained  on  Satur- 
day afternoon  at  a lecture  given  on  “ Old 
Colchester.”  by  Air.  C.  E.  Benham.  J.P., 
who  graphically  depicted  the  district  in 
early  days  from  the  time  of  the  Roman  in- 
vaders. Mr.  W.  C.  Stollery  presided.  The 
appreciation  of  the  students  was  fittingly 
expressed  by  Councillor  Hill  (Mayor  of  Ful- 
ham. and  a member  of  the  London  Society). 

The  students,  on  Saturday  evening,  were 
generously  entertained  at  a social  by  the 
Colchester  Society  in  their  fine  hall  at  the 
central  premises.  A cordial  welcome  was 
extended  by  Mr.  E.  E.  Orrin,  who  presided. 
A vocal  and  instrumental  programme  was 
ably  carried  out  by  members  of  the  society. 
Appreciation  was  expressed  in  a vote  of  thanks 
facetiously  proposed  by  Mr.  Mark  Clear,  and 
acknowledged  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Salmon  (the 
president).  The  evening  proved  thoroughly 
successful,  and  afforded  an  opportunity  for 
the  students  to  become  more  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  one  another  over  the  tea  cups. 

History  in  the  Making. 

The  students  assembled  in  strong  force  on 
Sunday  morning  to  hear  the  first  of  a series 
of  three  lectures  on  “ The  Interdependence  of 
Trade  and  the  World  Situation,”  by  Mr.  R. 
Page  Arnot,  M.A.  (secretary  of  the  Labour 
Research  Department),  who  dealt  with  the 
subject  from  the  experts’  standpoint,  at  tlie 
same  time  investing  it  with  a fascination  which 
gripped  the  attention  of  the  audience.  At 
the  commencement  Air.  Hibberd  read  the 
following  telegram  which  had  been  received 
from  the  Gloucester  school,  in  response  to 
one  sent  from  Colchester : “ Greetings  from 
Gloucester — laugh  and  learn.” 

Air.  Page  Arnot  examined  “the  pre-war 
situation.”  History,  he  pointed  out,  related 
to  the  past ; if  we  studied  trade  at  the  present 
day  all  over  the  world  wo  were  studying 
history  in  the  making.  Statistics  were  quoted 
showing  the  rapid  growth  of  trade  between 
1901  and  1912,  and  the  development  of 
economic  imperialism.  Parallel  with  this 
was  the  enormous  expansion  of  monopolies 
and  combines  in  all  tne  chief  manufacturing 
countries.  If  they  studied  world  trade  before 
the  war  they  could  roughly  divide  the  raw 
material  and  manufacturing  countries.  If 
they  took  the  empire  as  a whole  they  dis- 
covered that  the  volume  of  trade  was  im- 
portant not  merely  for  its  size  but  for  the  way 
it  flowed.  They  began  to  see  the  British 
empire  not  so  much  as  a body  of  states  but  as  a 
system  through  which  commerce  was  flowing 
in  a particular  way.  The  lecturer  showed 
that  there  was  a system  of  vortices  or  whirl- 
pools in  the  world’s  commerce,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  expand  by  these  means.  When 
Air.  Lloyd  George  said,  in  his  opening  speech 
at  Genoa,  that  the  world  was  one  economic 
unit  he  uttered  a profound  truth,  and  if  he 
kept  up  to  that  level  the  conference  would 
be  a success. 

In  the  evening.  Air.  Page  Arnot  dealt  with 
“ The  Effects  of  the  War,”  and  lucidly  ex- 
plained the  changes  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  status  of  the  European  countries. 
Britain,  America,  and  Japan  had  come  into 
rivalry  for  things  on  which  their  existence 
depended.  Air.  Arnot  first  dealt  with  the 
rivalry  in  the  oil  industry,  quoting  Lord 
Curzon's  dictum  that  “ the'  Allies  floated  to 
victory  on  a wave  of  oil.”  The  British 
Government  had  purchased  half  shares  in  the 
Anglo-Persian  Oil  Company,  which  had  ex- 
tensive interests  in  Alesopotamia.  At  the 
present  time  there  were  only  two  big  combines 
—the  Royal  Duteh  Shell  and  the  Anglo- 
Persian.  Against  these  were  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  of  America.  The  Royal  Duteh 
Shell  Company  combined  120  companies  in 
this  and  other  countries.  One  of  tne  imme- 
diate effects  of  the  position  after  the  war 
was  that  the  Royal  Dutch  Shell  Company 
proceeded  to  buy  oil  wells  in  the  territory 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  The  lecturer 
described  the  rivalry  between  the  two  econo- 
mic imperialisms— America  and  Britain— 
with  regard  to  the  oil  wells,  leading  to  many 
people  realising  the  possibility  of  war  between 
the  two  countries.  Lord  'Derby  made  a 
speech  in  which  he  stated  that  “ war  between 
these  two  countries  was  unthinkable.”  The 
rivalry  extended  to  the  question  of  markets. 
American  imperialism  was  directed  to  prevent 
an  open  door  in  China  and  to  prevent  the 
Japanese  having  a grip  of  the  Chinese  markets 
and  raw  material.  Air.  Arnot  explained  the 
position  as  to  the  European  debts  owing  to 
America,  pointing  out  that  it  was  obviously 
the  business  of  America  to  get  Europe  to 
put  its  affairs  in  order,  and  that  was  why  the 
Washington  Conference  was  called.  The  main 
point  to  be  clear  about  was  that  the  conference 
was  not  a disarmament  one.  It  was  a real 
climb  down,  an  agreement  being  made  to  keep 
the  peace  on  the  basis  of  an  admitted  equality 
in  naval  matters  between  Britain  and  America, 
and  England  dropping  the  Japanese  alliance. 
As  regarded  the  debts  it  was  not  a successful 
conference  from  the  American  point  of  view. 
The  injurious  effects  of  the  Versailles  Treaty 
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were  alluded  to,  and  the  need  for  its  rov-  ■ 
emphasised.  The  conference  at  Genoa  M* 
Arnot  explained,  would  deal  with  the  ' 
treaty  with  Russia  and  the  stabilisation  ohi! 
currency. 

Russia's  Possibilities. 

“ The  Possibilities  of  the  Future  ’’  «... 
title  of  Mr.  Page  Aruot’s  thin!  lectin*  , 
Monday  morning,  in  the  course  of  which  1^ 
gave  a comprehensive  review  of  the  ms,.,!! 
m Russia.  In  1912,  he  stated.  UuK'j? 
ported  to  this  country  about  £40,000,000  wonk 
of  goods.  It  was  the  third  among  »£ 
European  nations  as  regarded  British  trad? 
Russia  offered  an  enormous  field  not  nujrJ" 
for  the  resumption  of  the  old  trade  but  fl. 
opening  up  an  entirely  new  trade.  That  prr«7 
ing  necessity  tompelled  the  Ruminonine If 
Russia  to  Genoa,  with  the  likelihood  of 
sort  of  commercial  treaty  being  signed,  which 
would  include  their  recognition  ns  the  govern- 
ment of  Russia,  and  their  acceptance  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  d£bts  of  their  urr 
decessors.  The  Russian  Government  would 
be  asked  for  a recognition  of  the  Czar  s debts 
which  were  contracted  for  the  purpose  of 
suppressing  the  revolutionary  movement  and 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  unlimited 
despotism.  The  Bolshevists  said  that  they 
were  willing  for  the  sake  of  rc-establishim; 
things  to  take  up  the  burden  of  the  (Ws 
debts,  but  they  claimed  that  there  was  a 
debt  owing  to  Russia  by  those  who  gent 
Koltchak  and  Deniken  against  the  Soviet 
Government. 


Whatever  happened  as  a result  of  the  Genoa 
conference  there  was  going  to  he  developed 
the  enormous  natural  resources  of  Russia  lor 
the  good  of  the  peoplo  generally.  He  sug. 
gested  that  a stage  nad  been  reached  as  a 
result  of  the  war  when  profit-making  had 
ceased  to  deliver  the  goods  ; when  capitalism 
was  ceasing  to  function,  and  they  were  not 
far  away  from  the  days  when  its  end  would 
come.  ! 

In  answer  to  a question.  Air.  Page  Arnot 
said  the  Genoa  conference  was  not  the  end; 
there  would  have  to  be  another  conference. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  much  use  having  a 
conference  until  the  Versailles  Treaty  wa< 
repudiated,  and  it  was  determined  to  wipo 
off  the  war  debts  by  means  of  a capital  levy. 
There  was  not  much  hope  until  the  working 
classes  came  into  power. 

Alderman  ATGiff  (sectional  board)  paid  a 
high  tribute  to  Mr.  Page  Arnot  for  his  capable 
treatment  of  the  subject  in  moving  a vote  ol 
thanks. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Fayden 
(Ipswich),  and  supported  by  Mr.  Salmon,  who 
presided  at  eaoh  of  the  three  lectures. 


Breaking  Up. 

This  being  the  break-up  of  the  school,  which 
the  scholars  were  by  no  means  eager  to  leave, 
Mr.  Hibberd,  in  a humorous  and  practical  vein, 
proposed  a vote  of, thanks  to  the  local  worker*, 
particularly  mentioning  the  valuable  aid  of 
Air.  Orrin  (the  secretary’)  and  Mr.  Salmon  (the 
president).  They  were  all  delighted  to  find 
the  Colchester  Society  in  such  a prosperous 
position. 

Air.  C.  Pulham  (sectional  hoard),  in  second- 
ing, said  the  Colchester  Society  had  a most 
efficient  secretary  in  Air.  Orrin.  The  proposal 
was  enthusiastically  passed.  Air.  Orrin  ex- 
pressed pleasure  in  being  associated  with  the 
school.  It  was  the  first  time  the  society  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  entertaining  so  ninny 
friends  from  neighbouring  societies.  Mr. 
Salmon,  in  acknowledgment,  made  nn  npprr- 
ciative  reference  to  the  splendid  help  rendered 
by  the  Women’s  Guild  committee  nnd  tho 
general  and  educational  committees. 

Despite  unfavourable  weather  the  visitor* 
were  able  to  spend  a very  pleasant  Ka*t<J 
in  the  historic  Essex  town.  Everyone  agreed 
that  the  school  was  a success,  as  a result  O' 
the  eagerness  on  all  hands  to  bring  about  tin* 
result. 


SATISFACTORY  RESULTS. 

PORT  TALBOTS  POSITION. 

Mr.  Thomas  Griffiths  was,  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  Taibach  and  Port  Ljlbot 
Society,  re-elected  president  unopposed  to 
the  next  twelve  months.  Reviewing 
present  conditions,  ho  said  there  "i|S  8 
society  in  South  Wales  which  had 
through  the  slump  period  with  so 
torv  results  as  theirs.  This  wan  due  t"  Ul 
insight  and  forethought  of  their  man afte 
(Air.  T.  Quayle)  and  secretary  (Mr. 
Maynard),  and  the  attention  <>f  the  <" 
mittee.  Comparing  the  seventeen  "< 
just  passed  with  the  seventeen  weeKs 
ing  December  31st,  they  found  that.  ^ 
sales  had  increased  from  £51.752  t<>  j 

Share  contributions  rose  during  the  po  . 
from  £2.361  to  £2,502.  The 
membership  during  the  lost  •‘■o'*  . 

weeks  of  tne  old  yenr  was  11)0  and 
post  seventeen  weeks  122.  a 

i-redit  balance  now  stood  at 
proposal  to  change  the  method  of  ho  . 
the  quarterly  meetings  was  '*ei  ■ 
Messrs.  J.  A.  Brown  (secretary)  and  ■ 
Morgan  were  re-elected  members  " ^ 

■ducational  committee.  The  res" It  Dt 

.oting  for  membership  of  the  /. 

-ommittee  was  that  Afessrs.  . >^<J. 

E.  J.  Bowen,  and  C.  Mort  were  j 

The  secretary  of  the  society  < - r'  n.’th* 
Maynard)  was  appointed  to  rep ,re  rne0j»‘ 
iocioty  at  Congress-  On  the 
ion  of  the  committee  the  lee  for  at  ^ 
it  committee  meetings  was  reuni- 
on Tuesday  last  week  a rooi-ert-rrw- 
ras  held  at  Guildford,  where  Mr.  Fred  Dr*  ^ 
delivered  a telling  propaganda  {c,,| 

C.  W.  Xevbold  (general  manager  of  tee 
Society)  presided, 
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Ca-MTKB  XIII.— A Friend  from  thf.  West. 

fy  the  com s>2  of  a few  days  the  excitement 
over  The  Ivy  Towers  Mystery,"  :le  it  was 
called . Iiegim  to  subside,  though  it  still  re- 
fined the  principal  topic  of  conversation  in 
the  district.  ' . 

U tire'  castle  .affairs  settled  down-  into  a 
dull  and  sombre  routine.  Horace  and  Naomi 
„eier  met,  for  the  girl  rarely  left  her  room, 
oiicl  tin?  young- man  was ' seldom . at  home. 

Stella  saw  but  little  of  her  cousin,  and 
when  they  did  meet  confidence  between  them 
iv, is  impossible,  for  scarcely  a word  would 
Naomi  say.  The  former  tried  everything, 
,oaxiag.  raillery,  reproaches,  Bufall  were 
failures,  and -.at  last,  baffled  and  depressed, 
die  had  to  accept  defeat. 

So  far  as  the  murder  itself  was  concerned 
, Stella  -saw  no  reason  to  question  her  original 
conviction  as  to  the  guilt  of  • Horace..  It 
.seemed  so  simple,  so  natural.  But -as  the 
days  i xissed  her  distress  and  her  anxieties 
crew.  Wlmt  was  to  be  the  outcome  of  it 
all?  In  the  quietude  of  the  night,  ns  she 
t<K?ed  restlessly  .upon  her  pillow,  certain 
grim  possibilities  often  - brought  a cry  of 
terror  from  her  lips.' 

She  felt  so  helpless.  What  could  she  do? 
Wlmt  ought  she  to  do?  Was  she  to  sit  still 
hud  wait?  Ought  she  to  do  nothing  until 
the  inquest  was  over,  so  that  she  might  know 
whether  the  danger  to  Naoini  were  acute  or 
nut  ? 

As  it  happened,  however,  she  had  placed 
it,  out  of  her  power  to  acquiesce  in  tin's  idea, 
n.s  will  he  seen  by'  detailing  an  interview 
'which  took  place  in  a private  room  at  Ivy 
Towers  some  eight  or  nine  Jays  after  the 
opening  of  the  inquest. 

It  was  about  11  a. m.,  and  Stella  Was  talk- 
ing Very  earnestly  with  a man  of  whom-  a 
brief  description  it;  necessary. 

He  was  spare  in  build,  of  middle  age,  and 
of  medium  height.  His,  face  was  clean- 
shaven, his  hair  cut  close,  his  eyes  were  light 
grey,  his  brows  sharply  ridged,  and  His  chin 
uas  sharp  and  prominent.  Hi*  expression 
inight  have  been  called  stern  had  it  not  been 
relieved  by  a decided  twinkle  in  his  eyes, 
and  ;i  slight  tendency  ' to  twitei^  at  the 
co^ibrs  of  his  month.  He  was  phlinlV  but 
lofrVctly  garbed  in  'a  W.?ll-cttt  - ' tit-ttr''  ' 
suit,  Ins  general  appefirnhee  being  unobtru- 
sive mid  in  good  taste. 

Ktelln  had  been  speaking  for  some  time. 
Hei'  face  was  flushed  and  eager  when  at  last 
she  stopped  for  lu's  questions  and  comments. 

“ Wli  it  do  you  wish  me  to  do.  Miss  Hiizle- 
tliurpe ?"  was  his  first  query. 

■ ‘‘1  don’t  know,"  she  cried,  wringing  her 
hands  in  sheer  desperation.  “ I’m  down- 
figlit  worn  out  with  "thinking.  I cabled  to 
you,  Mr.  Page,  because  I thought  you  would 
h?  able  to  help  me." 

' “I  have  come  moie  than  three  thousand 
miles  for  that  purpose,  Miss  Stella  ; and 
though  it  is.  nearly  a year  since  -I  retired 
from  the  private  inquiry  line,  out  ol  regard, 
for  you  I am  willing  to  assist  to  the  best 
of  Hiv  ability.  But  I am  not  at  all  deur  as 
'.to-.'jyhut  you,  want  me  to  do.’’ 

• V I hardly  know  myself,  Mr.  Pope,"  said 
Mella,  gulping  down  n big  sigh.  " When  I 
^ont  that  cablegram  to  you  my  only  desire 
*as  to— to— — ” 

'‘Yes?” 

To  save  an  innocent  child  from  herself.” 

, Y«U  mean  your  cousin.  Miss  I.eferier?” 

(1  Of  course  I do.” 

Jou  think  she  is  taking  on  her  shoulders 
ute  burden  ,of  auotliqi>'6..guilt  ?” 

“ I am  suns  of  it.” 

And  that  other  is  Mr.  Horace 

mi  course,-  It’s  very  horrible;  but  no 
.^hypothesis  is  possible,  is  it?" 
i&nt • s|bilitJ*  's  very  much  a matter  of 
at iment,  Miss  Stella.  I gather  from  what 
Ay  have  told'  me  that  the  brother,  Air. 
•AWrcuffe,  considers  that  his  conviction  is 
feasible  one.” 

,,  yes,  I know,"  returned  Stella  liur- 
unrl'  ' V But  1,0  is  utterb'  blinded  by  his 
}f  “?°ninK,  antipathy  to  my  poor  little 
Wsfl'-  f ,<ours.e-  * must  not  judge  him 


(jj.  • > f°r  I believe  he  worshipped  his 
hon  Cl  10  wns  quite  un"'ort-hy  of  his  devo- 
but  l "',as  splendid  enough  to  look  at, 
jju  1,0iJ'  tl0«  Circe  herself.  I believe. 
Boirml  1 ,mnk.e  men  slaves,  or  loathsome 
n ' s>  I'ud  enjoy  their  degradation.” 
in  hi«re  1 10  det*°tive.  with  a very  keen  look 
,.  c.ves,  asked  her  sharply: 

nyour  °,I)iniou  that  this  young  man, 
ii  \-„  'F’spard,  was  one  of  her  victims  ‘ 


was  the  quick  and 
It  was  just  the  other 


wav  <1  - 1 - h *• >■’  juai  cue  oiner 

plkol,! c l'.lsl>ired  him  with  quite  an  inex- 
-Pillion  r1"1-,  of  re',ulsio"-  flm-.  ill 
f^irl  ’ >r°ught  about  the  trngedv.  The 
him  nn,f  >rVm",  for<  ?.  a marriage  between 

►itb  a;  • 'Juriel  Attercliffe.  threatening  him 
’ l0nLance  ^ lie  rebelL-d.  He  is  a 
,eRul-.ite,i  .youile,,niail>  witk  cm°tions  as  ill- 

ready  " ith  a comparison,  she 
1^rt>ol^i'i,jn!eu;,,i'1-  and  the  detective 
.i  f°ln.t0d  qmetlv : 

'•  I vvm  !°Si0  of  I.eferier. ” 

‘foivn  nn,i  ,,ave  that,”  she  answered,  with  a 
^eror-,  ' , n ,sI>ake  of  the  head.  For 
u' Utter  1)0  rntional,  Mr.  Page.  It 

tikld  llav‘u”d!>0S?  to  suggest  that  Naomi 

- we  commuted  the  grim e.” 


of  of  7 fie  SlYifce  df  Deepderty' 

xj  u/-r  Porcefain  /Romance  " efc. 


“ Pardon  me,  AIis«s  Stella,  but  I have  not 
suggested  it.’1' 

11  Do  you  not  .think  it  incredible ?’’  she 
demanded . 

‘‘The  incredible  often  happens,”  lie  re- 
sponded drily.  "1  am  inclined  to  take  your 
view  of  the  case,  tliat  is,  with  regard  to  the 
innocence  of  your  cousin.” 

“ And  not  as  regards  the  guilt  of  Horace 
Despard  ?” 

“Shall  we  say  ‘not  proven’  in  his  ease, 
Mis«  Stella?” 

She  did  not  reply,  and  lie  went  on. 

“ Your  one  idea  is  to  protect  your  cousin 
from  herself,  as.  you  phrase  it.  She  is  not 
very  tractable,  is  she?" 

“ Indeed  no,"  was  the  riieful  reply. 

“ And  she  is  very  quick-tempered?” 

-“  She  was.  But  she  isn’t  now.  I try  to 
make  her  angry,  but  I can't-.  She’s  just  a 
living  statue;  or  rather  .she's  ru 
automaton.” 

The  detective  nodded  thoughtfully,  and 
after  a little  reflection  said:  “ I remember 
her  as  a young  child.  I should  say  tliat  she 
lias  inherited  qualities  from  both  her 
parents.” 

""Did  you  know  them  both,  Mr.  Page?" 

“ Yes,’  Mrs.  Leferier  slightly,  Pierre 
Leferier  well.  He  was  a musician.  He 
could  fiddle  magnificently,  and  could  com- 
pose music. .that  liad  more  than  a touch  of 
inspiration  in  it.  But  lie  was  so  absolutely 
unreliable vtliat  the  publishers  gave  him  up 
in  despair;  and  the  concert  managers  finally 
refused  to  engage  him.” 

“ I have  hes-rd  that  character  given  to  him 
by  otherSj  Mr.  Page.  Is  that  the  worst  that 
can  be  said  of  him  ?” 

“ Well,  Miss  Stella,  anything  is  possible 
with  a man  who  js  intensely  passionate,  self- 
iildulggnt,'  and  reckless.  It  is  the  custom 
to  sneer  at  conventionality,  but  after  all, 
the  laws  of  conventionality  are  better  than 
no  laws  at  all.  Leferier  utterly  disregarded 
the  conventions,  and  snapped  his  fingers  at 
respectability.  Doubtless  he  thought  him- 
self a very  picturesque  Bohemian.  So  lie 
was.'  But  these  picturesque  Bohemians  are 
often  vicious  profligates,  and  I am  sorry  to 
.say  that  Miss  I.eferier’s  father  was  one  of 
that  type.  . » “ 

“ He  got-  mixed  up  with  a dissolute  let, 
chiefly  through  his  connection  with  the 
theatres,  where  he  played  in  the  orchestras. 
At  the  hands  of  one  of  these  people,  a wild 
scamp  of  a fellow  named  Trent,  he  lost  his 
life.  Do  you  wish  to  hear  that  story?” 

" Yes,  Mr.  Page.  Tell  me  all,  however 
dreadful  it  may  be.” 

“ I am  not  sure  tliat  I know  all,”  isnid 
Page  reflectively.  “ But  you  are  welcome  to 
what  knowledge  I have.  The  story  is  not  a 
long  one,  neither  is  it  mysterious  nor 
uncommon. 

“I  have  said  that  Leferier  got  mixed  up 
with  a lot  of  the  le-ss  reputable  theatrical 
folk,  and  among  them  was  this  man,  Trent. 
He  had  been  well  brought  up,  I believe.  He 
came  of  a prosperous  Canadian  stock,  but 
rnn  wild  almost  before  lie  was  out  .of  his 
teens.  His  amours  were  many,  and  of  a 
discreditable  character.  But  he  had  his 
better^  moments,  and  was  quite  capable  of 
honourable  love. 

“ One  of  these  moments  w(is  whan  he  met 
and  fell.  _ in  love  with  Gabrielle  La  touche, 
your  mother's  sister.  At  this  tpue  Jie  was 
a member  of  a respectable  touring  company, 
and  they  met  in  fairly  good  circles  in  Quebec, 

“ Leferier  was  also  a member  of  the  com- 
pany. There  were  many  points  in  common 
between  the  two  men.  Both  were  reckless, 
and  both  were  dissolute.  Both  were  good 
looking,  and  both  had  been  well  brought  up. 

“ Not  unnaturally  they  were  close  dpi  ms 
until  tliey  both  fell  in  love  with  the  fair 
Gabrielle.  Then  the  rupture  occurred. 
The  young  lady,  much  to  the  disfnoy  of  her 
friends,  married  tile  musician,  and  Richard 
Trent  vowed  revenge  in  true  melodramatic 
fashion.  But  in  civilised  Quebec  revenge  is 
not  easily  consummated,  and  though  Trent 
told  me  over  and  over  again  tliat  he  would 
put  a bullet  into  the  brain  of  his  perfidious 
friend,  nothing  came  of  it. 

“ After  this  we  all  got  separated,  and  it 
was  not  till  twelve- years' later  that  I -again 
encountered  the  actor.  It  was  in  one  of  the 
Western  States,  in  the  midst  of  the  gold- 
mining  district. 

“ He  had  undergone  a vast  transforma- 
tion, as  you  may  imagine.  He  was  now  the 
typical  miner,  with  the  miner’s  habits,  and 
living  a semi-barbaric  life.  Though  he  car- 
ried a brace  of  revolvers,  and  indulged  in  a 
good  deal  of  tail  talk,  I cannot  say  -that  he 
was  truculent,  and  in  a way  he  .denied  happy 
and  content.  This  surprised  me,  for  I had 
never  supposed  him  to  be  a man  who  could 
settle  down  to  any  regular  habits  of  life. 

“But  L soon  discovered  the  reason  He 
lived  in  a slianty  a mile  or  two  outside  the 
straggling  village  ; and  one  evening  he  asked 
me  to  go  and  spend  the  evening  with  him. 

" I went,  and  found,  much  to  niv  astonish- 
ment, that  he  had  a partner,  u girl.  Whether 
he  was  legally  married,H>  lierl  do  not  know, 
and  it  does  not  matter  so  far  as  this-  story 
goes.  Her  beauty  was  of  the  full-blo'-.ded 
type,  and  I should  say  she  was  a hybrid 
Mexican,  though  she  was  perfectly  familiar 
with  the  ‘miner’s  English’  spoke n.|>y  her 
partner. 


“ I did  not  care  for  the  girl  much,  for  I 
soon  saw  tliat  she  was  selfish  to  the  core, 
and  that  she  tyrannised  over  the  man  as 
much  as  she  dared. 

“ The  evening  passed  pleasantly  enough, 
according  to  a miner’s  notion  of  enjoyment. 
There  was  abundance  of  food,  served  in  a 
rough  and  readv  style,  with  whiskey  and 
tobacco  ad  lib.  The  girl  seemed  to  enjoy  it 
all.  She  rolled  and  smoked  a large  number 
of  cigarettes,  she  sipped  the  spiiits  con- 
tinuously, and  she  played  poker  with  avidity. 

“It  was  close  upon  midnight  when  we 
were  started  by  hearing  a groan  just  outside 
the  cabin  window.  We  rushed  out.  and  found 
a man  lying  on  the  ground,  bleeding  pro- 
fusely from  a wound  in  the  shoulder. 

" We  quickly  got  him  inside ; and  then,  to 
my  great  amazement,  I recognised  him.  It 
was  Paul  Leferier!  Older,  and  much  the 
worse  for  wear,  lie  was  still  very  handsome ; 
and  this  latter  fact,  1 quickly,  noted,  raised 
an  eager  sympathy  in  the  breast  of  the  girl. 
She  was  a womnn  now,  with  all  the  im- 
pulsiveness of  her  race,  or  races,  well  to  the 
front. 

" Dick  Trent  also  recognised  his  old  rival, 
and  lie  rapped  out  an  ugly  oath  as  lie  did  <?o. 
But  his  countenance  cleared  almost  imme- 
diately, and  with  a muttered  ‘ poor  devil,’ 
lie  assisted  the  girl  to  dress  the  wound 
“ I left  the  district  the  next  day.  and  so 
had  no  opportunity  for  watching'  develop- 
ments. 'Hie  rest  of  the  story  1 will  tell 
briefly  and  consecutively,  though  it  came  to 
me  in  fragments,  aud  at  different  times. 

“ Paul  Leferier  6tayed  at  Trent’s  shanty 
for  a week  or  two,  and  was  treated  by  his 
old  rival  with  a generosity  tliat  ought  to 
have  aroused  in  his  breast  some  sense  of 
gratitude  aud  honour,  but  lie  seems  to  have 
been  incapable  of  entertaining  either. 

“ One  evening  the  miner,  on  reaching  his 
home,  found  it  deserted,  and  on  the  table 
discovered  a brief  ami  curt  note  in  Leferier’s 
handwriting  stating  that  he  and  the  girl  had 
agreed  to  go  away  together. 

“ It  wa6  a dastardly  return  for  an  open- 
lmnded  hospitality,  and  that  Dick  Trent  was 
stung  to  a frenzy  may  easily  he  imagined. 
He  left  the  shanty  there  and  then,  swearing 
that  he  would1  shoot  tlie  two  os  soon  ns  lie 
could  find  them. 

“ Half  of  this  threat  he  was  able  to  carry 
out.  Tlie  girl  escaped,  but  Paul  Leferier 
was  a dead  man  within  a week  of  his  act  of 
betrayal.  * 

“ Trent  made  no  effort  to  escape  from  the 
law.  But  law,  though  tardy,  Is  not  without 
power  even  in  these  districts.  Trent  was 
arrested.  In  due  course  he  was  tried,  and 
acquitted!  Curious,  you  say.  • Not  so, 
'The  affair  caused  a good  deal  of  sensation 
throughout  the  State,  and  sympathy  ran 
strong  with  Trent.  Funds  were  raised  lor 
him,  and  smart  counsel  were  engaged  to 
defend  him. 

“ It  was  suggested,  though  of  course,  not 
proved,  that  lie  had  fought  and  killed 
rJ&evier  in  fair  fight.  The  Judge  summed 
up  in  his  favour,  and  the  whole  court  looked 
upon  him  as  a rough  hero  who  had  been 
grievously  provoked,  and  had  defended  his 
honour  in  a manly  way.  The  verdict  was 
given  without  hesitation,  and  was  endorsed 
by  pretty  well  everybody.  Well,  that  is  the 
story.  Miss  Stella.” 

“ Did  you  ever  see  the  man  Trent  again?” 
asked  the  listener. 

" Yes,  once.  It  was  shortly  after  the 
trial.” 

“ What  did  he  sayio  you?” 

“ Wlmt  one  blight  liave  expected  him  to 
say.  He  exulted  in  his  revenge,  and  was 
proud  of  his  deed.  If  the  people  had 
glorified  him  he  glorified  himself  very  much 
more.” 

Stella  sighed,  and  remarked: 

“ Revenge  seems*  to  be-part  of  the  natural 
law.  It  is  elevated  to  the  lank  of  a high 
virtue  by  most  uncivilised  people.” 

“ Undoubtedly  that  is  so.  Miss  Stella,  and 
certain  it  is  tliat  the  passion  for  -revenge 
comes  to  the  front  the  moment  conventions 
are  overthrown.  I say  that  in  favour  of  our 
m ucli-a  bused  conventionalism . ’ ’ 

Stella  nodded , and  asked : 

“ I suppose  tliis  man’s  passion  for 
revenge  was  completely  glutted  by  the  death 
of  his  enemy?” 

“ By  no  means,”  replied  Page  -seriously. 
I think  he  would  liave  killed  him  a dozen 
times  over  if  lie  could.  His  very  words  are 
ringing  in  my  ears  now : ‘ I hale  him  as 
much  now  ns  ever,  wdiether  lit  be  snuffed 
out  of  existence,  or  dancing  in  tlie  fires  of 
Hell.  I hate  him  and  liis  breed.  If  Fate 
throws  me  across  tlie  track  of  any  who  belong 
to  him,  any  who  liave  got  his  treacherous 
blood  in  their  veins.  I shall  hate  them  loo, 
and  do  them  wlmt  evil  turns  I can.  I tell 
you  I won’t  aimwer  for  myself.  The  devil 
within  me  will  be  responsible  for  anything 
tliat  may  happen.’  Those  were  his  very 
words,  Mis-s  Stella.” 

The  girl  shuddered,  and  said: 

" It  is  beyond  me,  Mr.  Page.  We  oi dinarv 
folk  wlio  walk  decorously  along  the  straight 
and  narrow  path  of  convention,  know  noth- 
ing of  the  tangled  wilderness  of  olemcutal 
passion.  It  is  very  dreadful  what  you  have 
told  me.  But  you  niust  not  let  your  know- 
ledge of  Paul  Leferier  prejudice  you  against 
liis  child.” 

” lie  assured  of  tliat.  Now  let  us  talk  of 
something  else.  J[  understand  tliat  a 
stranger  was  seen  m tlie  park  on  the  night 
of  the  minder.” 

‘ Tliat  lias  not  been  proved,  Mr.  Page. 
Miss  Ellingfort  may  liave  oeen  deceived.  It 
was  but  a momentary  glimpse  tliat  she 
caught.” 

"But  the  moon  was  shining  brightly." 

" Yes.  But  .moonlight  plays  fantastic 
tricks  sometimes.  The  shrubbery  was  some 
hundreds  of  yards  away,  and  the  swaying  of 
a bush  might  suggest  tlie  flitting  of  some 
figure.  Miss  Ellingfort  i*>  a novelist,  vou 
know,  and  novelists  are  imaginative  people.” 
" Possibly,"  returned  Page  thoughtfully. 
" Do  you  know  wlnether  there  are  any  doubt- 
|ul  characters  living  ip  tills  neighbourhood?.’’ 


“I  am  a stranger.”  answered  Stella. 
“ and  can  only  repeat  ulisitT  I am  told,  .-tnd 
that  is  that  this  district  is  a remarkably  law- 
abiding  one.  According  to  that  statement 
the  answer  to  your  question  must  lie  in  tha 
negative.” 

" Hum!  But  I suppose  strangers  arriv-a 
occasionally?  Do  you  know  of  anv?” 

Stella  mused  foe  a while,  and  then 
answered  slowly: 

I know  of  one,  and  lie.  T believe  tomes 
from  the  States.  1 saw  liiin'biK-e’  and  I 
admit  that  I was  startled,  fer  lie  was  wry 
much  like  a notorious  cattle  thief  Harped 
Silas  Depew,  whose  arrest  I chanced'  to  wit- 
ness in  Maine  City.  I was  only  a school- 
girl at  the  time,  but  it  made  a very'  great 
impression  on  me.  Still,  Depew,  T suppose, 
is  still  in  prison?” 

“ Xo,  he  is  not,  Miss  Stella.  He  got  away 
about  a year  ago.  But,  pardon  me,  you 
have  given  me  ii  lot  to  think  about,  and  I’d 
like  to  fix  things  in  my  mind  a bit  Y«,u 
won’t  mind  me  leaving  you  now,  will  you?” 

He  left  her.  apparently  quite  undisturbed 
by  anything  she  had  said.  But  when  he  got 
away  from  the  castle,  and  was  able  to 
soliloquise  in  one  of  the  quiet  country  Iniies, 
his  mutterings  showed  that  lie  was  in  a 
pretty'  flutter  of  excitement. 

"By  the  Lord!— that  last  revelation 
came  like  a thunderclap.  Dick  Trent  and 
Silas  Depew  are  one.  That  1 learned  by 
cable  only  tills  morning.  And  now  he  is 
living  heie,  at  the  very  moment  when  Paul 
I.eferier’s  daughter  is  stnudiug  in  the  very 
shadow  of  the  gallows. 

“ Ah!  Alight  it  not  be?  Whew!  Aly  heart 
is  beginning  to  thump.  Suppose  the 
stranger  in  the  park  on  the  night  of  the 
murder  should  be  Dick  himself  ? By  Jove! 
I’ve  got  a pretty  job  in  hand.  It  is  no  less 
than  to  set  myself  up  as  a sort  of  Provi- 
dence, and  to  say  to  Fate:  ‘ Tiius  far  siialt 
thou  go,  but  no  farther.’  ” 

[to  de  continued.] 


CO-OPERATIVE  BOOTS. 

The  following  unsolicited  testimonials, 
which  have  been  received  by  the  hoot 
manager  of  the  Lincoln  Co-operative  Society, 
endorse  what  we  have  had  to  say  recently 
about  ec-operative  boots  : — 

“ I purchased  a pair  of  lioots  at  the  Co- 
operative Stores,  Free  School  Lane,  for 
which  I paid  25s.  lid.,  and  have  worn  them 
in  the  foundry  for  three'  years,  and  am  still 
wearing  them  on  Lincoln  Cathedral,  and 
they  are  still  going  strong.  Tliey  have 
never  been  soled,  and  to-day  there  is  still 
the  same  toe-plate  on." — Share  No.  18,751. 
Bricklayer. 

" 1 purchased  n pair  of  ladies'  tony  shoes 
in  November,  1916,  for  which  I paid  the  sum 
of  18s.  lid.,  and  am  still  wearing  them." — 
Share  No.  1,879. 


THE  BUILDING  GUILD  AND 

THE  C.YV.S. 

[To  the  . Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir, — In  your  report  of  the  Lancashire 
divisional  meeting  of  the  C.YV.S.,  the 
Cliaiiman,  in  reply  to  a question  is  reported 
to  have  said  that  “they  gave  tlie ‘Building 
Guild  whatever  assistance  they  could  so. long 
as  they  were  building  corporation  property.” 

Mr.  Golightly  has  evidently  bec*n 
misinformed. 

Bank  accommodation -has  been  accorded  on 
sixteen  eorjiorii tion  contracts-  but  it  has 
been  refused  in  tlie  ease  of  twenty-one 
corporation  contracts  and  of  four  govern- 
ment contracts.  Acoonunodation  ii.i.s  also 
been  refused  in  the  case  of  eight  co-operative 
contracts. — Yours  faithfully, 

S.  G.  Hohson.  Secretary, 

The  National  Building  Guild  Ltd. 

Guild  House,  259,  Upper  Brook- street, 
Manchester,  April  11th,  1922. 


NESTLE’S 

MILO  FOOD 

Ji  i Perfect  Tood  for  S6ildren. 
Invalids,  and  JTursing  Motfiers. 

Most  of  the  patent  foods  on  the 
market  are  quite  unfit  for  a 
child’s  delicate  stomach,  which 
cannot  digest  starch  or  flour, 
except  in  small  quantities,  unless 
changed  into 
what  is  known 
as  maltose  and 
dextrin. 

This  change  has 
taken  place  in  the 
case  of  MILO 
FOOD,  which  is  so 
prepared  that  it  con- 
tainseverj  thingthat 
a young  child 
requires,  in  a form  in 
which  itcan  be  easily 
digested. 
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Hints  for  Helping  the  Coming  of 
me  co-operative  Commonwealth 


Hide  the  Federation  Cycle 
made  at' the  C.W.S.  Cycle  and 
Motor  Cycle  Works,  Tvseley, 
near  Birmingham,  and  obtain- 
able only  through  Co-operative 
vorks  for  new  catalogue.  The 
cycling  a pleasure  and  gives 
Stores  to  cater  for  the  pastimes 


Ask  for  the  C.W.S.  Poultry 
Mixtures  and  renew  stock  with 
sittings  of  eggs,  or  one-day  old 
chicks  from  the  C.W.S.  Birdie 
Brow  Poultry  Farm,  Chnigloy, 
near  Clitherce.  Record  layers 
from  Prize  strains.  Ask  local 
Co-operative  manager  to 
-g-producers. 

Allotment  holders  and  small 
cultivators  can  obtain  reliable 
seeds  at  reasonable  prices 
from  the  C.W.S.  Seed  Trial 
Grounds,  Osmaston  Park  Road, 
Derby.  Send  direct  for  Catalogue  with  coloured  illustrations 
fand  cultural  hints.  The  C.W.S.  Horticultural  Department 
helps  distributive  stores  to  cater  for  its  gardening  members. 
Every  society  should  develop  this  business. 

“The  People’s  Year  Book"  is 
indispensable  to  all  who  make 
speeches  and  mould  Public 
Opinions.  It  has  400  pages  of 
Facts,  Knowledge  and  reliable 
Data  on  Capital,  Co-operation,  Labour,  Trade  Unions,  and 
the  World  in  Transition.  Published  at  2s.  6d. — 2s.  post  free 
from  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester 
— or  can  be  ordered  from  the  Store. 

Provide  for  old  age  by  the  Co- 
operative Endowment  Policy, 
and  do  all  your  Insurance 
through  the  only  Co-operative 
Insurance  office- -the  C.I.S., 
Corporation  Street  Manchester;  Morrison  Street,  Glasgow, 
and  14,  Red  Lion  Square,  London.  Immediate  full  benefits 
are  given  on  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Society’s  Industrial 
Policies — and  the  policies  are  not  only  safe  and  sound,  but  are 
higher  than  those  of  most  other  offices. 

Interest  the  youngsters  in 
Co-operation  by  telling  them  to 
dfck  for  Coso  Cocoa  at  the 
Stores  and  keep  the  Coupon  in 
the  packet.  By  collecting  a 
oertein  number  they  will  win  a,  box  of  C.W.S.  chocolate. 
Always  ask  for  Coso  Cocoa,  “ the  cocoa  with  a charm." 


CHILDREN 


FATHERS 


SPEAKERS 


CYCLISTS 

stores.  Send  postcard  to  v 
Federation  machine  makes 
opportunity  for  Co-operative 
of  their  members. 


POULTRY 

KEEPERS 

arrange  for  these  splendid 


GARDENERS 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□no 


THE  QUALITY  LINE. 

Siffier  seal 
margarine 


::  ::  Made  from  the  :: 

FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS, 
Specially  refined.  Churned  with 
RICH  CHESHIRE  MILK. 
Mixed  with  the  maximum 
quantity  of  BEST  BUTTER 
allowed  by  law.  Manufactured 
by  BRITISH  CO-OPERA- 
::  TIVE  LABOUR.  ::  :: 


BETTER  than  Cheap  Butter 
::  ::  of  Inferior  Quality.  ::  :: 
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AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INOUSTRY. 

The  Editor  welcomes  original  contributions  on  subjects  of  interest  to  co-op  a at  on. 
Except  in  special  circumstances,  articles  should  be  kept  down  to  about  700  words.  Payment 
will  be  made  far  articles  published,  end  contributions  accompanied  bp  stamped  addressed 
envelopes  hill  be  relumed  if  not  wed.  All  such  contributions,  and  correspondence  relatm, 
them  and  o literary  contents  of  the  " News.  ' should  be  addressed  THE  EDITO 
Orders,  inquiries,  and  corrcspondfnc-  relatinf  to  advertisements,  supplies, 
deliveries  of  the  " News " should  be  addressed  to  " THE  MANAGER,  at  the  same  adc 
Delay  may  ante  when  communications  are  addressed  to  individuals  OFFICER  : I 
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BROADENING  CO-OPERATION. 


form  of  organisation  will  be  gradually  accepted  bv  the 
Labour  Party  just  as  that  party  bad  previously  accepted 
nationalisation.  We  recognise  the  virtues  of  nationalisa- 
tion and  munidpalisation  in  certain  spheres,  and  we 
recognise  the  need  for  the  employees  having  some  voice 
in  the  management  of  these  enterprises  ; but  there  still 
remains  the  great  world  of  industry  outside  the  spheres 
in  which  these  forms  of  organisation  could  usefully 
apply.  We  are  not  without  hope  that  the  Labour 
Party,  and  even  the  I.L-P-,  will  eventually  come  to 
recognise  that  in  that  wider  sphere  the  co-operative 
organisation — with  proper  co-operation  between  the 
employees  and  the  members — will  serve  the  purpose 
of  democracy  better  than  any  other. 


WE  are  glad  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  took  the  opportunity^ 
of  their  gathering  at  Milan  to  send  a straight  message 
to  the  representatives  of  the  Governments  of  Europe 
assembled  at  Genoa. 

That  message  reminds  the  Genoa  assembly  that  the 
co-operative  method  will  have  to  be  tried  before  Europe 
can  be  saved  from  its  present  chaos.  The  other  method 
has  been  tried.  The  competitive  system  has  dominated 
both  politicians  and  economists  at  the  other  conferences 
that  have  been  held.  It  has  failed.  If  it  had  not  failed 
there  would  have  been  no  need  for  Genoa  ; and  as  we 
write  there  seems  to  be  every  possibility  of  the  com- 
petitive system  wrecking  Genoa  as  it  has  wrecked  all 
other  conferences.  Russia  and  Germany  have  been 
admitted  to  Genoa.  The  belligerents  and  the  neutrals 
in  the  war  have  been  brought  together.  That  was  a 
first  step  towards  the  co-operation  of  the  European 
States  for  their  collective  benefit ; but  States  cannot 
co-operate  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word  when  actuate^ 
by  competitive  principles  ; nor  can  they  be  said  to 
give  co-operation  a fair  chance  when  their  advisers  are 
all  permeated  with  competitive  ideas  and  burdened 
with  competitive  traditions.  As  the  State  control  of 
food  and  other  necessaries  was  woefully  disappointing 
in  the  war  period  because  those  who  attempted  to  use 
that  collectivist  method  did  not  believe  in  or  Understand 
collectivist  ideas,  so  Genoa  will  lose  its  efficacy  if  it 
seeks  to  secure  between  the  States  of  Europe  what  might 
be  described  by  the  paradox — co-operation  on  com- 
petitive lines.  The  Milan  assembly  was  logical  in  urging 
that  the  experts  in  co-operative  principle  and  practice 
should  be  directly  represented  at  the  conference  which 
is  intended  to  pull  Europe  together  again. 

We  cannot  by  preaching  and  practising  competition 
and  rivalry  arrive  at  co-operative  achievement.  Sensa- 
tion has-been  caused  this  week,  for  example,  by  the 
reported  pact  between  Germany  and  Russia.  That 
pact — it  may  even  be  called  a treaty — is  regarded  by 
Chauvinists  as  an  act  hostile  to  Europe.  What  can 
rational  beings  expect.  Germany  and  Russia  are  next 
door  neighbours.  Before  the  war  the  bulk  of  Russia’s 
trade  was  done  with  Germany.  Both  countries  have 
been  excluded  from  the  League  of  Nations.  British 
and  French  representatives  at  Genoa  stand  committed 
to  a Franco-British  pact.  The  politicians  and  journalists 
who  denounce  the  Russo-German  agreement,  acclaimed 
the  formation  of  the  Little  Entente  because  it  was 
believed  to  be  anti-Russian.  Poland  and  Russia 
have  already  concluded  an  agreement.  Mr.  Winston 
Churchill  has  almost  appealed  for  an  anti-Russian  .pact 
between  Britain  and  Germany.  We  were  among  the 
few  newspapers  that  denounced  these  alliances  and 
agreements  and  pacts  which  we  said  unhesitatingly 
were  subversive  of  the  authority  of  the  League  of 
Nations  ; and  we  pointed  out  in  our  criticism  that  a 
Russo-Germau  concordat  would  almost  naturally 
follow  the  Franco-British  pact  which  assumed  the  per- 
petuation of  competition. 

We  hope  to  see  all  these  pacts  reduced  to  scraps  of 
paper  and  the  League  of  Nations  made  to  function. 
That  would  imply  that  all  Europe  would  be  embraced 
in  the  League.  Nothing  else  will  prevent  these  rival 
alliances,  and  the  old  iniquity  of  intrigues  for  “ balance 
of  power."  The  League  would  safeguard  all  the  States 
of  the  world  against  aggression  ; and  it  could,  by  secur- 
ing the  stability  of  exchanges  and  universal  free  trade, 
rapidly  make  international  co-operation  the  dominant 
factor  in  the  affairs  of  the  world.  Traders  need  not 
be  shocked  at  the  proposition  ; for  the  signatories 
to  the  Peace  Treaties  have  covenanted  to  substitute 
international  co-operation  for  international  competition  ; 
and  the  change  must  be  made  in  trade  as  well  as  in 
politics. 


THE  I.L.P.’s  NEW  PROGRAMME. 

The  Independent  Labour  Party,  at  its  annual  con- 
ference this  week  at  Nottingham,  adopted  principles 
of  Guild  Socialism  to  be  incorporated  in  its  programme. 
Nationalisation  is  no  longer  to  be  enough,  and  the  miners 
themselves  recognised  this  during  the  last  few  years. 
According  to  the  new  programme  the  basis  of  industrial 
democracy  must  be  (1)  the  organisation  of  the  wage 
and  salary  earners,  and  (2)  the  organisation  of  con- 
sumers. The  amount  of  character  of  communal  pro- 
duction and  sendee  necessary  must  be  decided  by  a 
Central  body  representative  of  the  people  both  as  pro- 
ducers and  consumers  ; and  the  internal  management 
of  each  industry  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  workers — 
administrative,  technical,  and  manual — engaged  therein, 
operating  in  conjunction  with  the  representatives  of 
the  organised  consumers. 

The  I.LP.  is  undoubtedly  the  driving  power  in 
Labour  politics,  and  there  is  every  possibility  that  this 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

ARMY  OFFICERS  STUDY  CO-OPERATION. 

The  visit  of  Mr.  F.  C.  Crowther  (C.W.S.  financial  propaganda 
department)  to  the  School  of  Military  Administration,  at 
Chiseldon,  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  lectures  on  “ The  Busi- 
ness  Organisation  of  the  Co-operative  Movement,-’  diseoveiwl 
a new  field  for  propagandist  effort.  This  method  of  spreading 
a knowledge  of  the  real  principles  upon  which  the  co-operative 
movement  is  built  among  people  who  move  in  different  cirelea 
from  ours  is  certain  to  have  good  results,  for  the  antagonism 
to  our  movement,  generally  fostered  by  an  unsympathetic 
press,  is  usually  greater  whero  there  is  the  least  knowledge  of 
its  objects  and  principles.  Ignorance  of  the  real  workings  of 
the  co-operative  movement  is  not,  however,  confined  to  the 
army ; it  is  prevalent  in  quartern  where  such  an  organisation 
should  receive  most  support,  such  as  trade  unions,  Labour  and 
Socialist  organisations,  and  debating  societies.  We  welcome 
the  innovation  made  by  the  C.W.S.,  particularly  in  view  of 
the  fact,  not  generally  known,  that  the  Federation  of  British 
Industries  are  subsidising  lecturers  who  are  going  about  the 
country  delivering  lectures  on  economics,  which,  of  course, 
will  have  a competitive  bias. 

« * « 

WHAT’S  THE  GAME? 

The  price  of  “The  Times”  came  down  to  ljd.  some  little 
time  ago.  Last  week  the  “ Manchester  Guardian  ” printed  an 
article  explaining  that  the  “ Guardian  ” was  not  coming  down 
in  price  because  it  was  not  possible  to  maintain  its  efficiency 
and  sell  at  less  than  twopence.  For  our  own  part  we' cannot 
explain  how  the  “ Times  ” reconciles  its  own  flight  in  the  faco 
of  economic  law  while,  at  the  same  time,  it — and  its  family 
relations  in  the  press — constantly  assail  the  Government  for 
its  bad  business  methods.  On  Monday  of  last  week  the  “ Daily 
Telegraph”  came  down  to  tyd.,  whereupon  the  ‘ Times” 
patted  it  upon  its  imaginary  back  in  an  editorial  reference  which 
literally  jgushed  over  " the  famous  newspaper.”  The  “ Tele- 
graph ” replied  in  an  equally  gushing  panegyric  of  the  “ Times” 
which  the  “ Daily  fttail'^'described  as  a'  “ graceful  compliment.” 
We  may  be  wrong ; but  in  view  of  the  absence  of  economio 
justification  for  the  reduction  of  prices  at  present,  we  are  inclined 
to  suspect  that  this  sudden  exchange  of  bouquets  indicates 
that  a joint  attack  upon  some  unfortunate  (of  fortunate)  con- 
temporary is  impending. 

* ♦ ♦ 

EDUCATION  AND  THE  BALLOT  BOX. 

Of  all  the  addresses  given  at  the  Gloucester  Easter  gathering 
none  stood  out  more  prominently  than  the  one  delivered  by  Mr. 
A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary  of  the  Joint.  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Co-operative  Congress).  Mr.  Alexander  took  for 
his  subject  “ Educational  Policy,"  and  he  dealt  with  it  primarily 
from  a national  point  of  view.  His  criticism  of  the  Govern- 
ment’s attitude  towards  educational  expenditure  was  without 
mercy,  but  not  without  justification.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
number  of  scholars  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  any  one  teacher, 
should  be  increased.  Mr.  Alexander  turned  this  suggestion  back 
on  the  Government  with  telling  force  by  stating  that  in  some 
naval  and  military  colleges  there  were  almost  as  many  teachers 
as  cadets,  and  that  in  one  college  at  least  there  were  actually  more 
teachers  than  cadets  ! It  is  quite  evident  from  this  that  what- 
ever  individual  Ministers  may  think,  the  Government  as  a whole 
does  not  regard  education  as  the  country’s  first  line  of  defence. 
No  resolution  was  down  on  the  agenda,  but  no  sooner  had  Mr. 
Alexander  finished  his  address  than  a demand  arose  that  the 
students  protest  against  the  holding-up  of  necessary  expenditure 
on  education  should  be  sent  to  the  Government.  "The  protest 
was  embodied  in  a resolution  the  following  day,  and  unanimously 
adopted.  It  will  now  be  sent  to  the  right  quarter  through  the 
Brighton  Congress.  The  resolution  may  bear  fruit,  but  the  only 
pressure  the  Government  is  susceptible  to  is  that  which  is  exe  rted 
through  the  ballot-box. 

« « * 

N.U.D.A.W.  MEETING. 

The  National  Union  of  Distributive  and  Allied  Workers  is 
still  the  largest  single  trade  union  catering  for  co-operative 
employees,  and,  as  such,  has  no  small  voice  in  determining 
whether  there  shall  be  harmony  or  discord  between  employ*** 
and  societies’  committees.  The  N.U.D.A.W.  held  its  annua* 
conference  in  London  this  week,  and  if  we  read  the  report  «f 
the  proceedings  aright,  there  seemed  to  be  a disposition  on  the 
part  of  all  concerned  to  work  more  amicably  with  “ the  other 
side  ” regarding  conditions  of  labour.  There  should  not  lie  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  bridging  over  difficulties  between  employers 
and  employees  in  the  co-operative  movement ; all  that  is  neces- 
sary is  a display  of  ” sweet  reasonableness  ” on  both  sides. 
Openshaw’s  recent  article  in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” contain* 
that  and  other  suggestions  which,  if  adopted,  would  once  more 
restore  that  old  family  feeling  which  existed  between  a society 
committee  and  its  employees  in  the  days  of  long  ago.  H * c 
N.U.D.A.W.  conference  is  the  “ outward  and  visible  sign  0 * 
more  friendly  attitude  towards  co-operative  committees  on 
part  of  the  employees’  organisation,  co-operative  commit1 
might  do  worse  than  sit  down  and  see  bow  far  they  can  g° 
foster  these  good  feelings. 
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MEN’S  GUILD. 

ANNUAL  MEETING  AT  GLOUCESTER. 

IMPORTANT  QUESTIONS. 

DECISION  regarding  mixed  guilds. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Men’s  Guild, 
vhich  took  place  at  Gloucester,  on  Saturday, 
April  15tb,  has  left  the  question  of  a National 
Guild  open  to  either  sex  pretty  much  where 
it  was.  Several  branches  had  sent  in  resolu- 
tions, and  the  one  adopted,  which  came  from 
Birkenhead,  left  the  question  to  be  decided 
by  a ballot  of  the  whole  of  the  membership. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (president  of  the  guild) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  stated  that  the  or- 
ganisation b~-i  considerable  progress, 

'althongtl  it  has  not  made  that  progress 
which  we  all  hoped  it  "would  at  the  outset.” 
The  war  period  had  greatly  interfered  with 
the  guild  activities,  and  11  it  is  only  within  the 
last  year  or  two  that  we  seem  to  have  got  into 
our  stride.”  On  the  question  of  one  guild 
for  men  and  women,  he  said  the  council  had 
an  open  mind. 

Fraternal  Greetings. 

Greetings  from  other  organisations  were 
tendered  by  the  following : — Mr.  R.  R. 
Chappell  (Co-operative  Union),  Mr.  J.  Penny 
(C.W.S.),  Mr.  E.  Bent  (Co-operative  Pro- 
ductive Federation),  Mrs.  A.  M.  Prosser 
(Women's  Guild),  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Jones  (Co- 
operative Party).  A deputation  from  the 
Gloucester  Trades  and  Labour  Council,  con- 
sisting of  the  secretary  (Mi-.  Baker)  was  also 
reoeived. 

Mr.  Penny's  speech  indicated  that  the 
immediate  future  of  the  Wholesale  Society 
was  more  hopeful,  but  loj'alty  was  needed 
on  the  part  of  every  member  of  the  organisa- 
tion. 

Mrs.  Prosser  confessed  that  it  was  the  first 
time  she  had  attended  a meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Guild,  and  was  proud  to  say  that,  the  organisa- 
tion she  represented  was  in  its  fortieth  year. 
Members  of  the  Women’s  Guild  had  made 
sacrifices  willingly  and  cheerfully  for  the 
guild  and  co-operation,  because  they  believed 
in  the  ultimate  end  of  the  movement.  “ We 
want  to  work  with  you,”  she  proceeded, 
"in  separate  organisations,  each  carrying 
on  its  work  from  its  own  point  of  view,  but 
meeting  together  in  the  broader  issues.” 

Mr.  Jones  asked  the  members  of  the  guild 
to  sec  that  they  and  their  friends  made  -thgir 
presence  felt  at  the  ballot  box,  and  in  that  way 
secure  colleagues  for  Mr.  Waterson  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Messrs.  Chappell  and  Bent  also  spoke. 

Annual  Report. 

The  annual  report  stated  that  the  guild 
hau  now  5,636  members,  who  were  grouped  in 
195  tranches.  These  figures  represented  an 
uicrc-^e  of  216  members  and  thirty-seven 
tranches  on  those  published  in  the  report 
lor  the  previous  year. 

In  respect  to  the  Scottish  District  Council 
Jr0  leutral  Council  reported  difficulty  and 
, possible  secession  from  the  National  Guild 
w a number  of  branches.  With  the  best  of 
“'Options  doubtless,  certain  of  the  Scottish 
wnitoflicmls  had  been  advocating  a separate 
sottish  Men  s Guild.  This  idea  was  not, 
™er,  being  whole-heartedly  accepted  in 
land  and  it  was  impossible  at  present  to 
Premet  what  would  be  the  ultimate  outcome. 

It  was  suggested  in  the  meeting  that  if  the 
^offish  members  of  the  guild  wanted  to 
wede  they  should  be  allowed  to,  but  Mi-.  F. 
(W.1® Park,  and  member  of  the 
tlin  Council)  advised  delay  in  accepting 
fflon(KSt1011'  , •"ight  be  that  twelve 
•Ps  hence  ^ would  have  °ne  Men’s 

"•  rr°'n  ^rcadtl1  of  the 

■ the  worid."  V m ™ th6 

Resignation  of  Mr.  Potter. 

th?.C,,nC.llairmari  drew  attention  to  the  fact 
(London!  "aS  -h-c  last  da-v  for  Ml  - W-  C-  Potter 
demnnri  aS  J01nt  secretary,  on  account  of 
Sf  crcated  by  other  spheres  of  co- 
Mr  aot.ivit.v- 

reJu,iaak'vith  (Leeds)  moved  an  emergency 
I he  expressing  high  appreciation  of 

MntS? * rendered  by  Mr.  Potter  as  joint 
in  I9lp  Sluce  tbc  establishment  of  the  guild 

it>attie  (Birkenhead)  seconded  the 
Other  , " i • " as  nnanimously  adopted, 
and  br-u^f0  Ut,0ns  adoPted  urged  members 
*ecure  the  'C|S  ' t0  do  ad  'n  their  power  to 
i'arliam' a'ect,ol\of  Co-operative  or  other 
are  ami,  J candidates  ivhose  candidatures 
'lie  Co-oi,,. ''I-  h-v  the  National  Committee  of 
strone|v lcr?tne  Party’  ; condemned  “most 
national  „’.10  Present  proposals  to  limit 
^ffirnieci  th?r>,  m-®  . u“  education,”  and 
fraposal  i.,  , \ d s heartV  approval  of  the 
° establish  a college  for  co-operators.' 

a. prominent  Southend-on-’ 
on  tV ud d s,n an • is  one  of  the  new 
n the  Roehford  Board  of  Guardians. 

'V  0)°eMFn!?rS  w10,  gathered  at  Gloucester 
UosuStit-  M eek-end  subscribed  £7  for 

ll'S,1V0rWlee0n Fund  and  £2  2s- 

f an^ne  Rdief  Fund.  Good 
wlii0j.  — a s?  done  at  the  literature 

^^nda  agent1). Charee  °f  ^ Grdfiths 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  complains  that  the 
paragraph  about  corsets  a fortnight  ago 
was  more  the  result  of  a fertile  imagination, 
or  a desire  to  be  funny,  than  accurate 
reporting.  • * * 

From  one  of  the  verbatim  reports  of  the 
meeting  he  finds  that  his  replies  to  ques- 
tions were  as  follows: — “The  trade  for 
corsets  has  fallen  off.  (Laughter.)  What 
I meau  is,  the  ladies  are  making  their 
corsets  last  longer,  and  in  consequence  the 
present  demand  is  not  what  the  board 
would  like  to  see.”  To  Mrs.  Brown’s  query 
as  to  whether  the  same  reasons  could  be 
given  for  the  decreases  in  the  shirt  fac- 
tories, I replied:  “ I can  only  say  that  as 
with  the  ladies  and  their  corsets,  the  men 
are  making  their  shirts  last  longer.” 

Mr.  Charter  adds:  11  Compare  this  with 
the  version  of  what  I said,  as  reported,  and 
you  have  the  reason  why  I ask  for  your 
courtesy  in  affording  me  space  to  make  the 
•correction.”  I have  duly  carried  out  his 
request,  and  have  succeeded  in  discovering 
the  reason. 

I riND  from  the  report  on  “ Propa- 
ganda,” submitted  at  Milan  last  week  by 
the  President  of  the  International  Alliance, 
that  human  nature  is  much  the  same  all 
the  world  over.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Alliance  executive  in  November  last  it  was 
decided  that  each  member  should  send  to 
the  President  his  proposals  for  a scheme  of 
general  and  simultaneous  propaganda  for 
a month,  a week,  or  a day,  and  that  the 
President  should  take  the  best  of  the  sug- 
gestions and  prepare  a general  report. 
‘‘In  the  result,  however,  not  a single 
suggestion  was  sent  to  the  President  by 
his  colleagues.” 

♦ ♦-  ♦ 

One  never  knows  exactly  what  to  expect 
in  Milan.  I was  in  the  city  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Cremona  Congress,  when  the  dele- 
gates were  made  the  guests  of  the  munici- 
pality and  the  co-operative  institutions  of 
Milan  for  several  days.  When  some  of 
us  arrived  at  the  hotel  to  which  we  were 
allocated,  the  hall  porter  spurned  our- 
heroic  efforts  to  talk  Italian  after  lie  had 
read  the  card  of  a delegate  from  Belfast. 
‘‘You  are  Irish,”  he  said.  “I  am,” 
replied  Mac,  “ what  about  it?”  “ I was 
porter  in  a hotel  in  Portrush  for  some 
years.”  A grip  could  not  have  worked 
greater  wonders.  # ^ 

Professor  Hall,  at  the  Educational  Secre- 
taries’ Association  meeting  at  Gloucester,  had 
a sly  dig  at  some  societies’  committees.  The 
balance  sheet  showed  a balance  in  hand,  which, 
said  Professor  Hall,  was  not  the  result  of 
“ drawing  upon  our  reserves  or  writing  up'our 
properties.  Our  properties  you  see  on  the 
table  ” (minute  book,  annual  report,  &c.). 

The  Loudon-street  Post  Office,  in  Glasgow, 
which  was  the  scene  of  a daring  robbery  by- 
armed  men  on  Good  Friday,  is  quite  close' to 
Charlotte-street,  in  which  stands  the  house  in 
which  Robert  Owen  was  married.  At  42, 
London-street,  the  Glasgow  Co-operative 
Bazaar  carried  on  its  business  in  1830  under 
the  guidance  of  Alexander  Campbell,  the  lieu- 
tenant and  supporter  of  Robert  Owen  in  many 
of  Owen's  activities  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  George  Edwards,  the  veteran  Labour 
member,  has  lately  given  an  account  of  his 
career,  under  the  title  of  “ Prom  Crow-scaring 
to  Westminster.”  He  started  work  at  the  age 
of  four-and-a-half  years,  and  spent  an  arduous 


time  in  farm  life.  Mr.  Edwards  is  a member 
of  the  Fakenham  Co-operative  Society,  in 
which  his  niece  take  an  active  part  on  the 
educational  side.  * * * 

There  was  an  added  touch  of  dignity  to  the 
Colchester  School  owing  to  the  presence  of  the 
Mayor  anti  Mayoress  of  Fulham,  who  are  co- 
operators  and  guild  workers,  Alderman  Mrs. 
.Kelly',  and  Alderman  M'Giff,  not  to  mention  a 
possible  Lord  Bishop.  Not  that  there  was  any 
stiffness  or  formality.  The  humorous  quips  of 
Mr.  Mark  Clear  and  Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd  kept 
everybody  lively'.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

One  amusing  incident  may  be  recorded.  A 
member  of  the  board,  when  he  was  hooking 
his  room  at  the  hotel,  was  asked  to  register, 
the  lady  clerk  mentioning  47,  the  number  of 
the  bedroom.  “ I-  wish  to  goodness  I was,” 
replied  the  visitor. 

Ridiculing  the  insurance  stunt  now  in- 
dulged in  by'  competing  daily  papers,  the 
president  of  the  National  Union  of  Journalists 
told  his  comrades,  at  their  annual  meeting  at 
.Nottingham  last  week,  that  these  papers  are 
vieing  with  one  another  “ to  make  death  a 
long-felt  want.”  ♦ ♦ * 

Mr.  Sidney  R.  Elliott  (Kinning  Park, 
Glasgow),  a prominent  Comrades’  Circle 
worker,  was  a popular  student  at  the  Midland 
Easter  School,  held  at  Trent  College.  At  one 
of  the  gatherings  the  Right  Hon.  J.  R.  Clynes, 
M.P.,  was  frankly  surprised  at  the  youthfulness 
of  the  questioner  when  he  was  asked  if  the 
League  of  Nations  had  considered  international 
banking.  Out  and  About. 


‘TOMMY  BURT”  PASSES. 

friend  of  holyoake  and 
earl  grey. 

CO-OPERATOR  AND  FIRST 

LABOUR  M.P. 

The  passing  of 
the  Right  Hon. 
Thomas  Burt  has 
removed  a great 
national  figure.  It 
was  in  the  North, 
however,  that 
“ Tommy  Bort  ” 
was  best  known  and 
most  loved,  and 
that  the  deepest 
sorrow  is  felt  that 
this  great  champion 
of  the  working 
men.  this  fearless 
fighter,  (his 
The  Late  Mr.  T.  Burt,  staunch  f i nd,  has 
been  removed  by 
dqath.  During  his  strenuous  life  he  was  ever 
an  optimist,  and  when  sickness  gripped  him 
and  kept  him  bed-ridden  for  over  three  years, 
it  was  found  that  the  big-hearted  leader  was 
as  cheerful  an  invalid  as  he  had  been  an 
optimistic  champion  of  the  people.  By  the 
death  of  Mr.  Burt,  Newcastle  Co-operative 
Society  has  lost  its  most  distinguished  member. 
A friend  of  George  Jacob  Holyoake  and  the 
Earl  Grey  was  bound  to  be  an  ardent  co- 
operator,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
finest  tributes  paid  to  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burt 
came  from  these  two  most  notable  co-operators. 
.Surely  the  finest  of  the  many  tributes  to  the 
character  of  the  late  “ Father  ” of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  paid  by  Earl  Grey,  when 
Governor-General  of  Canada.  Addressing  the 
boys  at  a Canadian  public  school,  Earl  Grey 
said  : “ The  finest  gentleman  I ever  knew  was 
a working  miner  in  England,  whose  gentleness, 
absolute  fairness,  instinctive  horror  of  any 
thing  underhand  and  mean,  or  anything  that 
was  not  the  strictest  fair  play,  gave  him  a 
character  that  enabled  him  to  rise  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Privy  Councillor.”  Afterwards,  in 
private,  Earl  Grey  intimated  that  he  was  re- 
ferring to  Mr.  Burt.  The  reference  was  a true 
estimate  of  the  character  of  this  great 
Northumbrian. 


KNOCK  DOWN 
THE  WALL. 

4* 


The  Government  Whips 
are  not  to  be  put  on  when 
Parliament  discusses  the 
Canadian  Cattle  embargo 
on  its  le-assemb  *ng  next 
week.  Members  are  to  be 
left  to  vote  as  they  please. 
Co-operators  should  bring 
all  the  pressure  possible  to 
bear  upon  their  M P.’s  so 
that  this  iniquitous  em- 
bargo may  be  removed. 


CALENDAR. 


APRIL'. 

23  S.  rt  Joint  (X>mn,itt«, 

LM£nc%?-r  District).— Mating  on  the 
Co-operative  Premise*  Pee! -street  i£,  j!.  , 

<rfP  Pr  Subject  lor  disciL-.ien  : ' Economics 
Productive  and  Distributive  Co-opcm- 
I' W.S.).  pCaker’  Mr  G-  ™«P«  (president, 

” ” “22?  District  Conler- 

Jown,  Hu|L  Mansfield,  at  3 
Their  P^  in  O.^^en'es  °2'<k  T‘ 
Mr.  B.  R.  .Worsdule  (Munsfietd),  '***  y 
..  .North-Western  Seclion.-Bolfon  T)Mrict  Con 
ference.  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Lo.gh,  at  . 

Subject  for  oossulrration  : - Com- 
Afr  f n°'T.ra,or's  " ; be  introduced  by 
Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (secretary,  North-Western 
■section). 

” ” N°Jib'^ter."  Section.— Rochdale  District  Con- 
R-rency,  in  the  U.M.C.  Lecture  Room 
Bethel-street.  Heywood,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
lor  discuss, on  : - Matters  ot  Importance  to 
bo  Discussed  at  the  Brighton  Concress.” 
Address  by  Prolcssor  F.  Hull,  M.A.  8 
„ Southern  Section.— Surrey  District  Conference, 
in  the  Owen  Hall,  Union-rcud,  Fnrnham 
nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Tho 
hy>Mrs°IMU,B  D‘stnct  Paper 

6 W.  Co-operative  Secretaries’  Association  (London 
rwwo-^nff1^c*‘  ('f  Sceivtariro  and 
Committees,  at  99,  Lemon-street,  London, 

„ • 2-5a  P-m.  Subject  lor  discussion  : 

Foreign  Exchanges  and  their  Influence  on 
the  Present  Position."  Address  by  Mr.  Hugh 
Dalton,  M.A.  (Lecturer  on  Economics  ut 
London  University). 

9 S.  Educational  Secretaries’  Association  (Northern 
Section)— Meeting  in  the  Newcastle  Society's 
Guild  Room,  Darn  Crook.  NeweaBtle-on- 
J3  ne,  at  3 p.ni.  Subject  for  discussion  : 

, Co-operative  Education  Expansion"  \,l- 
land)  by  CounciJlor  H-  J-  Wilson  (Sunder- 

!,  Midland  Section.— Shropshire  and  Mid-Wale  i 
District  Conference,  fn  the  English  Congns 
Rational  Schoolroom;  Newtown,  nt  4-30  p.m. 
Subject  lor  discussion  : " The  Review  of  Our 
Business  Methods  in  the  Present  Crisis"; 
"V*  introduced  by  Councillor  W.  Abbott*. 

J P.  (Walsall). 

, „ Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educational  Asso- 
S,.  1 n.-Gonference  in  the  Co-opera  tivo 
Hull,  264,  Liscard-road,  Wallasey,  at  3-15 
P,,‘l ■ Subject  lor  discussion  : "’Landmarks 
J11  I,  l,lsU>r^  C'o-operation."  Address 

by  Mr.  B.  E.  Roberts  (Cefn). 

, „ North-Western  Section.— Annual  Conference,  on 
the  Central  Premises  ol  the  Oldham  Indus- 
trial Society,  King-street,  Oldham,  at  2-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  consideration  : " Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  and  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Trade."  Address  by 
Mr.  H.  J.  May  (secretary.  International  Co- 
operative Alliance). 

, „ North-Western  Section  (Cheshire  and  North 
Wales  District  Association).—"  All  Welsh  '• 
Conference,  in  the  Wcslevan  Ehenoeer 
Schoolroom,  Blaenau  Festiniog,  nt  2 p.m. 
Subject  lor  discussion  : " Words  in  Season.'* 
Address  by  Councillor  R.  Wright  (district 
secretary)- 

„ North-Western  Section.— Manchester  District 
Conference,  on  the  Co-n,>erative  Prom, 
Market-street,  Drojlsden,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
I'  r discussion  : " Notes  ot  Importance  foe 
Commit  tecs  of  Management."  Addrev,  by 
Mr.  J.  (lowland  (Prestwicli). 

„ Norlli-Westeni  Section.— RossencLtle  District 
Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hnll.  Ilu-s- 
lingden,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " International  Co-operation";  to  ho 
introtluced  by  a representative  of  the  Co- 
operative Union. 

„ Southern  Section.— Norfolk  District  Conference, 
in  (he  Fnirlnnd  Hull.  Wymondltam.  nt  3 
pin.  Subject  for  discussion  : "The  Co. 
operative  Press,”  with  special  reference  M 
the  possibilities  of  a co-operative  daily;  to 
be  introduced  by  a member  of  the  Sectional 
Advisory  Committee. 

„ Southern  Section.— Oxford  District  Conference 
in  the  Wesley  Institute,  Fnringdon-street! 
Swindon,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  ' 
"The  International  Cooperative  Alliance. ” 
Speaker,  Mr.  J.  Dickineon  (Cooperative 
Union). 

,,  Sonlh -Western  Educational  Association.— Con- 

lerence  on  the  Premises  of  the  Newton  Abbot  > 
Co-operative  Society,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Educational  Work  in  tho 

South-West."  Add  ret-  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Rohbon 

(Plymoutb). 

„ Western  Educational  Assoc  Id  ion. —Conference 
in  the  C'.W.S.  Buildings,  St.  Mary  street, 
CardifI,  at  2-30  p.ni.  Subji-ct  for  discus- imi  ; 

“ Tlie  Junior  Co-operator  : Tlio  Key  to  the 
Commonwealth."  Speaker,  Mr.  J.  Reeves 
(Woolwich). 

,,  Women's  Guild. — East  Yorkshire  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Belle  Vtte- 
street,  Scarborough,  at  2-30  pin.  Subject 
for  discussion  : ” Women  in  Co-operation." 
Speaker,  Mrs.  Webster  (Sectional  Council 
Member). 

„ Women's  Guild. — Lancashire  Sectional  Confer- 
ence, in  tiie  C.W.S.  Mitchell  Memorial  Hall, 
Balloon-street,  Manchester,  at  2 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Unemployment  and 

(.^-operative  Trade."  Speaker,  Miss  E. 
Honura  Enfield  (general  secretary). 

0 Central  Educational  Committee.— Week-end 
School  for  General  and  Educational  Commit- 
tees, in  the  Rockingluun-road  Council 
School,  Kettering.  Lecturer,  Professor  F. 

Hall,  M.A. 

„ Western  Educational  Assoriatioil.— Week-end 
School  for  Eduiatioiuil  Secretaries  and 
Organisers,  in  tho  C.W  S.  Prenule*,  St. 
JIary  street,  Card  I II,  on  Saturday,  and  in 
the  Trade*  and  Labour  Hall,  Charles  -street, 
Cardiff,  on  Sunday.  Lecturer,  iMr.  J. 
Reeves  (Woolwich). 


C.W.S.  WAGES  REVISION. 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  between 
tlie  C.W.S.  and  several  trade  unions 
in  regard  to  wage  revisions,  and  the  C.W.S. 
have  proposed  a reduction  according  to  tho 
sliding  scale  (operating  for  males  and  fe- 
males from  fourteen  to  twenty-one  years  of 
age)  to  tho  following  rates  for  adults  : — 

Clerks  and  salesmen  (men),  55s.;  women, 
36s.  Warehouse  workers  and  packers  (men), 
50s.;  women.  32s.  Porters,  cleaners,  door- 
keepers, hoist  attendants,  and  general 
workers  (men),  47s. ; women,  30s. 

It  was  suggested  that  decreases  should 
proceed  from  this  point  at  the  rate,  in  the 
case  of  men.  by  amounts  varying  from  Is. 
6d.  to  Is.  4d.  for  every  five  points  fall  in 
the  official  figures,  and  in  the  case  of  women 
from  lid.  to  9d.  for  every  five  points  fall. 

The  various  unions  are  not  in  favour  of 
the  suggestions,  and  they  object  to  tlie  slid- 
ing scales. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES.  WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 


[COlUlBSPOXDBXTS  are  requested  to-  write  in 
one  tide  ot  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
ago,  sex,  occupation,  and  symptom?  using 
* noms-de-plumo " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
•names  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  teen  can  oe 
•idhred.  Address.  " The  Doctor, " " Co-operative  News, 

Long  Millgnte,  Manchester,] 

“ Chorister.”— The-  symptom  is  quite 
common  and  of  no  spejiiiL  consequence ; anil 
■ the  best  treatment  is  by  plenty  ol  out-ot- 
doors  exercise  ancl  avoiding  too  stimulating 
food. 

Curvature  of  thf.  Spine  (iL Curvature  ). 

— 1 fear  that  in  your  case  there  is  little 
prospect  of  the  spinal  curvature  being  rec- 
tified bv  the  use  of  any  “developer  or  by 
*•  massage.” 

'•  Cobbler:”— Such  an  operation  ns  your 
doctor  suggests  might-  do  the  .deformity, 
good,  but  1 am  hot  very  hopeful  about  it. 
Time  and  patience  and  Nature  may  lead  to 
its  gradual  disappearance. 

M Lilian*-.” — Anseifiia  seems  to  be  your 
- girl's  trouble.  Try  this  medicine : —Citrate 
of  iron  and  ammonia,  2 drachms;  syrup  of 
ginger.  4 drachms;  water  to  8 ounces.  One 
tablespoonful  three  times  a day. 

“ Resentful."— Give  over  squeezing  the 
mark-;  leave  it  alone;  give  over  worrying 
about  it.  and  don’t  exaggerate  the 
“trouble”  you  think  it  causes  you,  you 
will  be  lucky  if  you  never  have  anything 
. else  worse  to  complain  about. 

“Leta.” — (1)  You  have  probably  got.  a 
“fissure”  of  the  anus;  but  as  only  a per- 
sonal examination  can  verify  this,  1 think 
you  should  be  examined  by  a competent  sur- 
geon. (2)  The  urine  symptom  is  of  nervous 
Origin,  and  the  other  condition  is  of  no  con- 
sequence. It  is  common  enough. 

“ Housewife.”— It  is  good  to  know  that 
you  learn  something  from  our  Medical 
Column,  which  you  read  regularly.  Your 
symptoms  are  probably  associated  with  your 
recurring  trouble,  for  which,  I fear,  you  can- 
not do  much.  Bathing  with  pretty  hot 
water  might  relieve  -the  condition. 

“ Three  Steeples.”— You  might  try 
using  a saturated  solution  of  boracic  acid  ir 
hot  water  very  freely,  and  douching  with  it 
as  well.  Such  complaints  as  you  describe 
are  common  enough  at  your  age  and  in  your 
circumstances,  and  if  you  continue  to  be 
troubled,  you  should  consult  a good  doctor. 

*'  Milloate.”— The  specks  before  the 
eyes  are  of  no  consequence.  They  are  due 
to  little  translucent  specks  floating  in  the 
vitreous  '(glassy.)  humour  of  the  eye,  and  do 
i,ot  affect  the  vision,  though  they  may,  end 
often  do,  last  for  years.  They  are  apt  to 
vary  with  the  state  of  health  of  the  indi- 
vidual. 

- *<  g,  B."—  Seeing  that  a good  doctor  pro- 
nounced th©  lump  you  describe  as  nothing 
serious  three  weeks  ago,  and  that  you  are 
in  good  general  health,  and  weigh  12  stones 
at  twenty-four  years  of  age,  I do  not 
think  you  have  much  to  worry  about,  and 
that  the  pain  is,  in  the  main,  neuralgic. 
Continue  taking  the  doctor’s  medicine. 

Alopecia  Areata — Limited  Baldness 

(“A.  E.”).— There  is  no  “ cure  ” for  this, 
-other  than  by  using  some  stimulating  lotion 
to  encourage  the  growth  of  the  hair,  such 
ns  the  following: — Tincture  of  cant-ha rides. 

2 drachms;  strong  liquor  ammonia,  < 
urachms;  water  to  8 ounces.  To  be  dabbec 
into  the  roots  of  Die  hair  twic^  a day  and 
allowed  to  drv  in.  If  the  hair  roots  are 
destroyed,  nothing  will  do  any  good. 

“ Notts  ” says  she  “ would  be  gl^d  of  _ 
good  medicine  which  would  keep  her  fairly 
well  and  able  to  do  a good  day’s  work.”  If 
such  a medicine  could  be  got,  what  a “ run  ” 
there  would  he  upon  it ! You  seem  to  for- 
get that  at  fifty-seven,  and  after  a severe 
attack  of  muscular  rheumatism,  you  are  no 
longer  the  woman  you  were,  and  never  can 
l.e  again  ; that  “ nnno  doraini  ” is  crooning 
on  you,  and  that  you  must  ” cave 
the  inevitable. 

Heart  Trouble  (“Madge”). — You  have 
evidently  got  valvular  disease  of  th©  heart, 
the  treatment  of  which  is  by  rest  and  avoid- 
ance of  bodily  exertion  and  mental  worry. 
There  is  no  medicinal  “cure”  for  it,  and 
the  best  treatment  of  the  “ attacks  ” is  by 
lying  down,  with  the  feet  elevated,  and  the 
application  of  hot  flannels  to  the  region  of 
the  heart.  Two  recommendations  are  : - 
(1)  “ Don’t  hurry,”  and  (2)  “ Don’t  worry.’ 

Rupture  (“  George  S.  M.”  “ Nom-de- 

plume”  “ Atlash.”  or  some  such  word. 
Another  example  of  every  word  in  letter 
being  legible  except  the  “ nom-de-plume.”) 
— Your  rupture  seems  to  be  very  suitable 
for  operation,  as  is  your  age — forty  years — 
with  every  prospect  of  success  and  of  your 
being  rid  oirthe  inconvenience  of  wearing 
a truss  for  the  rest  of  your  days,  provider 
you  get  the  operation  ddne  by  a skilful  sur- 
geon— perhaps  at  one  of  your  hospitals,  with 
which  I am  personally  well  acquainted. 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis  (“Wallflower”). 
— If  I knew  of  “a  cure  ” for  this  distress- 
ing complaint,  I should  earn  the  gratitude 
of  thousands  of  sufferers  who  have  tc 
‘‘carry  on”  in  hopeless  and  helpless  dis- 
comfort. “Rheumatoid  arthritis”  is  one 
of  the  reproaches  of  the  art  and  science  of 
medicine,  and  neither  medicine 
massage,  nor  hydropathic  treatment  has 
any  permanent  curative  effect  upon  it.  Rest- 
ing is  better  than  much  walking;  but  the 
patient  should  get  gentle  exercise  daily 
jn  the  open  air  - with  a minimum  of  meat 
diet  and  no  alcohol.  This  subject  has  often 
been  discussed  in  this  column. 


[To  the  Editor,  “Co-operative  News.”] 


Pig-Keeping. 

Sir, — I am  sure  it  would  he  very  in- 
teresting to  co-operative  farm  managers 
and  to.  committees  if  Mr.  Gent  (Radstock) 
nil  other  general  managers  would  send 
through  the  “ Co-operative  News  their  ex- 
periences of  pig-breeding,  both  pedigree  and 
otherwise,  stating  the  amount  ol  profit  or 
loss,  as  the  case  may  be." 

I have  had  many  years’  practical  experience 
pig-breeding,  both  in  private  trade  and 
the  co-operative  movement,  and  my  ex- 
perience is  that  co-operative  societies  cannot 
show  any  profit  on  pig-breeding  unless  they 
are  in  a climate  where  the  pigs  can  be  kept 
on  the  open-air  system,  where  they  do  not 
require  the  same  amount  of  attention  and 
time  as  when  housed  and  kept  inside. 

Take  this  society's  farm.  It  is  all  on  a 
cold  clay,  and  utterly  unfit  for  outside  breed- 
ing, and  too  cold  and  wet  for  little  pigs  and 
sows  to  he  outside  eight  months  out  of  each 
year.  Interest  charged  on  the  cost  of  build- 
ings, stock,  food,  etc.,  and  a debit  for  a 
share  of  the  total  running  expenses,  would 
take  away  all  profits  from  co-operative  pig- 
breeding. 

Co-operative  societies  could  and  would 
ake  a good  return  in  pig-feeding  if  the 
__rmer  and"  the  cottager  were  to  breed  the 
pigs  and  rear  them  into  a store  condition 
of,  say.  lOOlbs.  to  1201bs..live  weight,  where 
there  is  nothing  charged  against  them  only 
the  food  they  eat.  • Whatever  thby  mjike 
over  and  above  this,  the  farmer  calls  profit, 
or  the  balance  being  what  he  has  for  his 
trouble.  Then,  and  only  then,  can  l see 
any  returns  for  pig-keeping  by  co-operative 
societies,  which  would  mean  a complete 
turnover  of  stock  three  times  every  year. 
Having  bred  anil  fed  thousands  of  pigs  in 
my  time,  I claim  to  have  a little  knowledge, 
nd  the  conclusion  I have  come  to  is  that 
co-operative  societies  would  show  a lietter 
return  as  feeders  than  breeders. — Yours 
aithfully,  Geo.  Clayton, 

Farm  Bailiff,  Blackley  Co-operative  Society. 

Blackley,  Manchester,  March  20th,  1922. 
[If  co-operative  managers  or  farm  managers 
will  write  us  as  Mr.  Clayton  has  done,  w« 
shall  collect  and  co-ordinate  their  experi- 
ences in  a comprehensive  article  which 
will  serve  the  purpose  of  all  who  wish  in- 
formation on  Die  subject.  To  print  let- 
ters separately  week  after  week  will  not 
serve  the  purpose  so  satisfactorily.  -Ed., 

“ C.N.”j 

Russia  and  Royalty. 

Sir, — In  justice  to- the  female  co-operators 
of  Derby,  I assume  that  the  writer  of  the 
letter  in  your  issue  of  March  18th,'  signed 
Check  No.  9,287,”  is  from  one  of  the  male 
sex.  Poor  creature  lie  is  to  “grudge  very 
much  ” his  portion  of  the  expense  of  sending 
five  delegates  to  Russia  in  search  of  truth. 
He  says  the  people  who  subscribed  to 
Princess  Mary’s  presents  “ were  at  any  rate 
spending  their  own  money.”  How  does  he 
know  thief  Perhaps  some  of  it  rightly  be- 
longed to  those  people  desoribed  as  on  the 
verge  of  starvation.  I suggest  that  he 
ascertain  for  himself  the  exact  portion  of 
expense  which  he  grudges,  and  then  apply 
to  the  committee  of  iiis  society  for  the 
amount,  “ when  ascertained,”  to  he  granted 
from  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  I feel  sure 
they  would  strain  a point  to  meet  his  sad 
ease.  He  could  then  decide  the  weighty 
matter  for  himself,  whether  to  send  it  as  a 
present  to  Royalty  or  to  one  of  those  re- 
ferred to  as  on  the  verge  of  starvation. 
Having  done  this,  he  oould  comfort  his 
little  soul  with  the  reflection  that  the  Lord 
loveth  a cheerful  giver. — Yours  truly, 

Fred  Berp.ill. 
Rusliden,  March  21st,  1922. 


Land  Monopoly  and  War. 

Sir, — I was  interested  in  “ Democritus'  ” 
article  in  your  issue  of  March  11th  upon 
Mr.  John  E.  Grant’s  hook,  “ The  Problem 
of  War  and  its  Solution.”  I have  been 
reading  the  book,  and,  to  use  an  Ameri- 
canism I do  not  think  “Democritus'’  has 
quite  “ got  ” Mr.  Grant.  Mr.  Grant  does 
not  anywhere  describe  laud  monopoly  as 
the  sole  cause  of  war.  He  shows  that  the 
economic  captivity  produced  by  any  form 
of  monopoly,  whether  in  production  or 
exchange  creates,  a situation  in  which  some 
minor  irritation  will  start  off  hostilities. 
These  irruptions  may,  of  course,  be  made 
manifest  in  tariff  ware.,  so-called  religious 
wars,  wars  between  races,  and  civil  wars 
between  parties  and  classes.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  labour  the  point, 
because  it  is  all  made  quite  clear  in  Mr. 
Grant’s  book. 

As  for  the  terms,  “ private  enterprise  ” 
and  “ self-interest,”  what  arc  our  co- 
operative societies  but  the  private  enter- 
prises of  working-men,  and  do  they  not 
join  them  out  of  self-interest?  These 
things  are  not  wrong  in  themselves  any 
more  than  hunger  and  thirst.  It  is  only 
when  we  neglect  to  give  everyone  equal 
opportunity  in.  satisfying  legitimate  and 
natural  desires  that  the  human  enemy — 
“ greed  " — rears  its  head.  It  should  not 
be  forgotten  that  at  the  same  time  we  find 
another  human  enemy  quite  as  had,  which 
is  “ apathy.” 

In  present  circumstances  strong  indivi- 
duals are  denied  freedom  of  expression 
and  progress  is  held  up  because  we  allow 
parasitic,  interests  to  nourish . Demo- 
critus ” may  call  Diese  vested  interests 
“private  enterprise”  if  be  likes,  but  I 
give  another  name  to  them,  i.e.,  “ exploita- 


tion.” Who  is  to  blame?  I say  w'e  all  are, 
and  that  it  serves  us  right  that  we  suffer  if 
we  allow  the  earth  to  be  privately  owned. 

I believe  that  if  we  put  Mr.  Grant’s  propo- 
sition in  the  front  of  our  political  pro- 
gramme,  and  brought  about  “the  day” 
when  every  user  of  land  paid  the  annual 
(ise  value  to  the  community.  Rochdale  co- 
operation would  have  a fair  field  and  beat 
nil  other  forms  of  enterprise. 

In  closing  may  T plead  that'  Mr.  Grant’s 
book  is  obtained  by  co-operators  from  the 
library  and  read?  I consider  that  it  is  m 
many  wavs  an  epoch-making  book,  ranking 
with  " Foundation,”  aild  throws  a new 
light  upon  our  many  social  problems. — 
Yoitrs  laithfully, 

E:  A.  Payne, 

' London  Co-operative  Society. 

" What  is  Wrong?” 

Sm, — Reading  on  the  above  subject  causes 
many  vital  questions  to  he  asked,  especially 
when  we  are  anxious  to  develop  our  own 
productions. 

With  reference  to  Luton  confectionery 
works,  we  were  handicapped  last  Christmas 
for  gcods  on  order,  which  orders  were  cut 
down,  and  some-  weeks  before  .we  were  told 
no  more  orders  could  be  received.  Yet,  on 
Christmas  Eve  we  unexpectedly  received 
goods.  Now  this  Easter, we  are  facing. the 
same  again,  “Can’t  supply  more  ordeis.” 
This  information  was  received  five  or  six 
weeks  ago,  which  means  our  now  turning  to 
a proprietary  firm.  How  Can  co-operative 
assistants  lie  expected  to  push  our  own 
productions?  Our  buyers  booked  in  advance 
to  the  extent  of  twelve  or  thirteen  weeks 
ahead. 

: Re  the  cycle  department  at  Tyseley.  This 
department  has  been  advertising  “Societies 
can  add  good  business”  and  “Cater  for 
your  cycling  and  motor  cycling  members.” 
Only  last  week  we  secured  two  orders  lor 
cycles,  and  quite  naturally  told  our  members 
they  oould  be  despatched  in' about  a week. 

The  CrW.S.  ’(Tyseley)  received  our  order, 
and  replied  to  the  effect  that  they  are  Unable 
to  execute  the  order  as’  there  are  none  in 
stock  at  present,  and  will  leceiv-e  our  best 
attention.  At  the  commencing  .season  and 
with  approaching  holiday ! 

Re  photography.  This  department  lias 
also  been  advertising.  I asked  our  manager, 
when  in  [London,  to  get  a catalogue.  To  my 
astonishment  lie  returned  <nd  handed  me 
an  American  proprietary  catalogue,  this 
being  the  only  one  obtainable,  and  “ please 
-let  them  have  it  back  again.”  16  this  .their 
best  service  after  using  our  press  in  bringing 
such  a product  to  our . membars’  notice? 

I have  somewhat  to  say  .unco  you  and 
yours,  Dir.  Editor.  1 quite  agree  that  noth- 
ing only  C.W.S.  productions  should  appear 
in  our  societies’  windows.  Now  we  have  to 
turn  tables  in  this  act,  sir,  by  remarking 
“ Physician,  heal  tliyself,”  as  most  of  our 
literature,  especially  the  “News,”  contains 
each  week  more  and  more  proprietary  adver- 
tisements of  detailed  articles  being  'adver- 
tised. Come,  come,  hoys,  lot's  have  our 
principles  carried  out  in  print  as  well  as  in 
practice  1 

Hemel  Hempstead,  A.  0.  M. 

[The  “Co-operative  News”  is  bound  by  an 
agreement  entered  into  a generation  ago, 
and  loyally  observed  ever  since,  to  publish 
no  advertisement  for  any  article  in  compe- 
tition with  goods  co-operatively  produced. 
No  other  newspaper  places  suou  a restric- 
tion upon  itself.  Every  new  co-operative 
productive  enterprise  means  another 
source  of  advertising  revenue  cut  off  from 
the  “ News.”  If  any  advertisement 
offered  to  us  appears  to  conflict  with 
C.W.S.  productions  it  is  not  accepted  until 
we  are  satisfied  by  the  O.W.9.  that  it  does 
not.  We  do  want  some  credit  for  that. 
A society  might  as  easily  inquire:  Will  it 
hurt  a co-operative  production  if  we  esll 
Dothemin's  boots  or  Sodderem’s  mar- 
garine?— Ed.  “ C.  N.”] 


MILITARY  MEN  LEARN 
OUR  PRINCIPLES. 

: INNOVATION  AT  ARMY 
SCHOOL. 

A new  departure  in  the  way  of  propaganda 
was  initiated  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Crow t her  (C.W.S. 
financial  propaganda  department)  when,  on 
April  5t-h,  he  visited  the  School  of  Military 
Administration,  at  Chiseldon  (Wilts),  and 
delivered  two  lectures  on  “ The  Business 
Organisation  of  the  Co-operative  Movement." 
Although,  strictly  speaking,  the  lectures  were 
not  of  a propagandist  nature,  the  difficulty 
of  putting  the  co-operative  case  from  its 
purely  business  side  without  sailing  near  to 
propaganda  is  apparent. 

The  Army  Council,  it  would  appear,  have 
decided  that  the  permanent  officers  shall  in 
future  he  instructed  in  matters  appertaining 
to  social,  industrial,  and  economic  affairs, 
and  with  a view  to  re-organising  the  army 
on  business  lines,  could  not  have  done  better 
than  let  its  officers  know  something  of  tlio 
greatest  business  of  all,  viz.,  co-operativo 
business. 

The  two  lectures  were  entitled  “ The  Busi- 
ness Organisation  and  Constitution  of  a 
Typical  Retail  Society”  and  “The  Business 
Organisation  and  Constitution  of  the  C.W.S. 
as  a Manufacturing  and  Producing  Society." 

The  addresses  were  listened  to  by  fifty 
senior  officers  of  the  regular  army,  ranging 
upwards  from  the  rank  of  major  to  Lieut,- 
General,  who,  probably  for  the  first  time  in 
their  lives,  heard  from  the  lips  of  an  accredited 
authority  what  the  co-operative  movement 
is  and  how  it  is  organised. 

The  discussions  and  questions  after  each 
lecture  kept  Mr.  Crowtber  busy  for  half-an- 
hour,  which  is  evidence  of  the  interest  arousal. 

Dividend  Expiainod. 

What  many  of  the  officers  could  not  - disc 
was  the  fact  that  the  great  organisation  ol 
co-operative  business  had  grown  up  without 
the  genius  of  a merchant  prince  or  captain 
of  industry  to  direct  it.  The  power  of  th© 
consumer  and  the  wonderful  effects  of  divi- 
dend on  purchases  ” was  perhaps  too  muoh 
for  men  who  by  birth  and  training  belong  to 
the  school  of  “ individual  effort.” 

As  a proof  of  the  effect  of  press  propa- 
ganda directed  against  the  movement,  several 
speakers  revealed  a superficial  knowledge 
of  the  position  regarding  income  tax,  and,  of 
course,  could  see  no  difference  between  divi- 
dend on  purchases  and  interest  on  capital; 
bUt  after  a simple  illustration  provided  by 
dividing  the  school  into  two  camps,  one 
spending  their  income  individually  and  the 
other  co-operatively,  the  speaker  was  easily 
enabled  to  prove  that  dividend  was  a saving 
and  nothing  else,  a point  which  was  imme- 
diately appreciated  and  applauded  by  most 
of  the  students. 


CompulMry  Membership. 

Sir,  — ” Trade  Unionist  ” says  I have 
missed  the  crux  of  his  argument.  He  ven- 
tures to  say  I have  not  the  faintest  idea  how 
much  or  how  little  our  employees  purchase 
from  our  stores.  In  saying  I have  no  idea 
lie  makes  a great  mistake.  Is  “Trade 
Unionist  ” aware  that  there  is  any  amount 
of  employees  in  receipt  of  good  wages  who 
are  not  members  of  any  co-operative 
society  ? 

Can  he  prove  that  I don’t  know? 

He  says  we  can  only  employ  a certain 
number.  Why?  Through  the  lock  of 
loyalty.  Does  he  ever  consider  the  number 
who  buy  all  or  almost  all  they  need,  aDd  who 
get  nothing  in  the  way  of  wages  from  the 
society  to  buy  with?  What  about  this  class 
being  out  of  work?  A gcod  niAny  are  draw- 
ing their  small  savings  from  the  societies 
to-day.  He  still  adds,  “If  we  compel  our 
employees  to  b?  members  of  our  stores  other 
employer?  will  be  entitled  to'  make  it  com- 
pulsory for  their  employees  to  cease  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  movement.” 

1 will  try  to  deal  with  it.  What  is  the 
motive  behind  the  other  side  in  regard  to 
employment?  They  employ  every  employee 
to  make  a profit  out  of  him.  Do- you  think 
they  employ  men  week  in  and  week  out  at 
a loss.  No  fear.  When  they  have  a choice 
through  unemployment  or  bad  trade  they 
pick  out  the  least  profitable  and  put  them 
on  the  scrap  lieap.  If  the  workman  is  well 
fed  and  well  clad,  and  best  able  to  do  a good 
day’s  work  through  -being  a.  lojal  eo-operar 

[Continued  at  foot  of  pe,xt  column.] 


[Continued  from  previous  column.) 

tor,  he  will  get  the  job  iu  preference  to  one 
who  is  not  so  fit  though  lie  may  not  be  a 
member  of  a society.  His  last  question  >s 
direct,  and  he  puts  it  mo.  This  i.s  not  lair. 
I am  not  the  oo-operative  movement,  nut  l 
am  one  who  is  well  inside,  and  (hung  nn  best 
to  make  it  go. — Yours,  &c., 

James  B.  Walker. 

3,  Vernon-street,  Broughton. 

Bank  Clerks  and  Their  Wages. 

Sir, — My  attention  ha«  been  called  to  cer- 
tain statements  appearing  in  your  issue  o 
April  8th,  ns  having  been  made  by  two  duo-' 
tors  at  the  C.W.S.  divisional  meetings,  lieu* 
Saturday,  April  1st. 

Mr.  Fleming,  speaking  of  the  difficulties 
of  negotiating  with  trade  unions,  is  reported 
to  liave  said  that  the  bank  darks,  "a 
instance,  were  in  four  different  unions,  i 
beg  to  inform  you  that  99  per  cent.  <4  uw 
hank  olerks  at  the  C.W.S.  in  Manchester  are 
in  my  union,  and  I know  of  no  other  u'ii<> 
catering  for  bank  clerks. 

Again,  Mr.  Varley  is  reported  as  H0y!^ 
that  “as  to  the  question  of  wages,  i 
C.W.S.  paid  trade  union  rates  whpro  tiiej 
were  not  paying  more.”  From  the  e'  lden  , 
in  my  possession  this  is  inaccurate  '-,r 
the  C.W.S.  Bonk  staff  is  concerned. 

I trust  you  will  give  this  Utter  the  P“ 
licity  which  you  have  accorded  to  tee  si" 
ments  referred  to  above. — Yours  faitm  t> 
J.  It.  Hannan,  General  Secretary,  . 

Bank  Officers'  Guild- 

Blackfriare  House,  New  Bridge ^reet, 
London,  E.C.  4,  April  lOfcli,  19-— 


answers  to  correspondents- 

Edoar  C.  Eagle— Our  usual  arrange 
ments  had  been  made. 

Allan  Green. — We  had  nearly  ® J “rr 
on  the  same  subject,  besides  c 

printed.  Should  we  print  yours  and 
others  equally  good,  not  to  say 
P.  Jackson.  — Why  do  you 
argue  further  about  it?  Their  ^ 
have  been  reduced.  It  would  wa 
to  tell  people  to  do  what  they  have 

done'  <•  gretf 

J,  T.  G — Let  us  quote  yon:  ’ 

day,  in  every  way,  the  ' News  g?  - 
and  better.”  Spare  our  blushes. 


Aphii.  22,  1922, 
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internal  relations. 

better  spirit  required 

BETWEEN  COMMITTEES  AND 
EMPLOYEES. 

A well-attended  conference  of  the  Mania  District 
A-fjuniiiii""  wap  lirld  at  Winchester  on  Saturday,  April 
St/i.  Before  The  business  of  the  day  began,  tlie  dele- 
ftles  took  advantage  of  Hie  opportunity  bo  inspect 
(he  fine  new  addition  to  the  local  society's  central 
premise*  in  High-street.  They  were  lireuiimous  in 
their  admiration  of  the  appearance  of  the  building 
nud  the  excellence  of  the  fittings.  The  display  in 
ibe  draper}’  window  came  in  for  special  commenda- 
tion. and  all  felt  that  the  whole  building  proved  that 
the  day  of  back-street  co-operative  stores  was  passing 

»«*r- 

'Hie  district  conference  was  lield  in  -the  .Oddfellows' 
Hall,  and  was  presided  over  by  the  veteran  chairman 
(.f  the  society  (Mr.  W.  Hutchings).  The  subjec 
discussion  was  outlined  in  a paper  by  Mr.  K.  Parker 
(district  committee),  entitled  " What  Co-operation  C 
)V." 

Mr.  Parker's  strong  point  was  the  need  of  a change 
(i I attitude  in  regard  to  the  relationship  between  c< 
operative  committees,  as  employers,  and  co-operativ 
employees.  "There  must,"  said  Mr.  Parker,  "be  i 
iiiore  fraternal  feeling,  an  absence  of  any  appearance 
of  autocratic  control  on  the  one  side  and  unreasonable 
demands  on  the  other.  Liberty,  fraternity,  and  equality 
were  as  good  watchwords  now  ns  when  first  uttered. 
The  need  for  associating  the  children  with  the  co- 
operative idee  end  providing  suitable  recreation 
young  people  was  insisted  upon.  The  members 
evety  society  should  be  encouraged  to  be  com  S'- c 
‘•ant  readers  of  co-operative  literature,,  particularly 
of  tho  " Co-operative  News."  Members  should 
that  they  used  co-operative  productions  whenever  pos- 
sible ns  being  the  principal  means  by  which  a more 
equitable  system  of  trading  could  be  brought  about. 

No  Practical  Suggestions. 

A lively  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  tin 
|4]ier.  It  was  led  off  by  Mr.  Gurd  (Southampton), 
who  complained  that  the  paper  contained  no  prac- 
tical suggestions  for  remedying  existing  evils  in  the 
movement.  He  was  fully  in  favour  of  good  treatment 
nf  employees,  but  the  employees  had  not  responded. 
Hicy  had  put  their  various  unions  against  societies, 
with  demands  that  were  not  enforced  on  private 
traders  and  consequently  co-ojierators  were  handi- 
capped in  tho  matter  of  prices. 

Mr.  Bartlett  (Porlsen)  opproved  the  paper, 
thought  Hie  watchwords  quoted  by  Mr.  Barker 
veyed  tlie  right  spirit.  " Da  justice,  even  if 
are  discouraged  by  the  result  of  your  action,"'  he 
remarked, 

Mr.  Mild  (Winchester)  said  that  with  regard  to 
Iim  nxiety  the  employees  had  responded  to  the  action 
»f  the  committee,  and  they  in  Winchester  had  nothing 


Mr  Bennett  (Bournemouth)  also  approved  of  Mr. 
Parker's  paper.  He  thought  there  were  trying  times 
coiging.  He  referred  to  ,1110  action  of,  neyvly-fomied 
trade  unions,  which  put  forward  claims  which  they 
Mould  not  submit  to  private  employers. 

Mr.  Olncy  (Southampton)  advocated  increased  pro- 
paganda. Co-operators  were  not  the  only  people  who 
fjouiphiiiied  of  the  newspaper  press. 

Mr;  King  (Co-operative  Union)  referred  to  Mr.  Open- 
M-iw's  article  in  tlie  current  issue  of  the  " News." 
B"  (Mr.  King)  was  in  entire  agreement  with  Mr. 
Openshaw.  They  needed  the  moral  ns  well  ns  the 
material  support  of  the  people.  It  was  not  fair  for 
trade  unionists  to  set  up  one  standard  for  the  co- 
"p rath*  movement  and  another  for  private  employers. 

Messr--.  James  (Winchester),  Chasten  (EastWgh), 
I u,r  ("'inches ter),  Mills  (district  committee),  Long- 
tu<&°ni  0,d  l'-v,er  n,s0  contributed  to  the  dis- 

-Vtcr  tea,  Mrs.  Green  (Southern  Section  Advisory 
ounci!)  addressed  the  delegates  on  behalf  of  the 
•atioanl  Publishing  Society,  urging  those  prerent  to 
* greater  intoreat  jn  cooperative  publications,  and 
quoung  the  jiumber  supplied  to  each  society.  Mrs 
'VAa  accor(I«'l  « very  attentive  hearing,  and  was 

Ppor  ci  by  Mr.  King  and  Mr,  Welch  in  lier  appeal. 


RE1GATE  staff  social. 

h2S‘ k?  SwW*  employees  Here  enter- 
tlm  r-  5 t,le.  monngement  committee  at 
2 to-°perat,Ve  H;dl-  on  April 

proinnt  , mes’  ■ "freshm-eiits,  and  an  im- 

5e?iSt  Ti,SIC*  r°"ramme  ,illed  the 

HnS'  T,Jhose  t'^>ng  part  were  Mb. 
S'e\rMFe'SSrS-  1Jr«ckley.  Molynenn,  Ley, 

Ue'scYi \ and  Mr'  W'  Le-V 

b T?  sei«tt,0ns  the  piano. 

Ji1?  VcsW«it  (Mr.  Brnckley).  in  the 
inittep  ai  a bru*f,  speech,  said  the  eom- 
*taff  -t,7Ys  i00!?  a srcat  interest  in  the 
ht  l'.0'1  eve-r  rea,ised  that  tlie 
*mployeef.  ° tho  SOt'lety  rested  "ith 

tliankar0??011’  on  bel,alf  of  the  staff, 
givinrr  li  t ,e  u,:jnap;ement  committee  for 
ftmlrfcoi  8,11,1  an  e,,jo. Table  time,  and 
thom  it  at-  ®“el1  ?a.t tarings  knitted 
Whit-1,  ^t'ler  m the  spirit  of  comradeship 
u "as  surely  true  co-operation. 


EASTER  AT  THE  PLYMOUTH 

SOCIETY’S  HOME. 


HOLIDAY  RAMBLES  AND  STUDY  AT  WHYMPSTONE. 
SCIENCE  OF  MIND  : DEMOCRACY  : EDUCATION. 


I, „,  "V9!t  % employees  Of  the  C.W.S.. 

the  S’  £?9G  on  behalf  uf 

this  iiiiinu,,'.  S:nEur<  '''V  ' ,u'(h  Jn  return  for 
the  extent*  e s,  'verq  on  the  fund  to 

»wral  ‘ ,01  alKm,1  ,L>2°  l«ters.  covering 
PlianiJs  l,0,Pl£"ls.  smei.«l  ap. 

stored  1 'iento1  treatment,  and  amblihnn 
ia.es  ■ .“llM'fe™bfe  number  of  first-aid 
ete  treated  during  the  year. 

local" stovi1  V,cv  n,ay  not  ,x?  members  of  tlie 
in  co-o  *Vtann*rs  °?  Carmarthen  believe 
Particular aintin  * leu  concerns  their  own 
the  Tins  was  evident  at 

of  Ae  Carmarthen 

II, 11  rt lien  S?®PaVve  Society,  held  at  Car- 
ets bUrdav’  w,ien  a balance  sheet 

'*£*£*£  fc‘*?,sale^dunn« the  -vear 

tade  of  do/199-  .,0ut  °f  ilie  profit 

of  10  per  c»nf  U 'Vaf  de<?ded  to  I»v  interest 
1 wnt.  on  the  shares. 


One  can  hardly  imagine  a more  -pleasant 
method  of  spending  an  educational  week-end 
than  that  which  the  Plymouth  Co-operative 
Society  arranged  for  their  members  during  the 
Easter. 

The  fine  old  Manor  House  of  Whympstone, 
with  its  beautiful  grounds  and  near-by  attrac- 
tions, was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  educa- 
tional committee  of  the  society  for  their 
series  of  lectures  covering  from  Thursday, 
April  13th,  to  Monday,  April  17th  ; and  the 
lectures  were,  of  course,  intended  to  be  inter- 
spersed with  social  gatherings,  excursions, 
concerts,  and  indoor  and  outdoor  games. 

The  guests  numbered  between  thirty  and 
forty.  The  number  would  have  been  greater 
had  the  weather  been  more  in  keeping  with 
what  is  expected  of  an  English  spring ; but 
the  succession  of  gales  and  heavy  rains  had 
the  effect  of  discouraging  many  from  attend- 
ing this  enjoyable  annual  function.  As  it  was, 
those  who  braved  the  elements  had  a most 
enjoyable  time,  notwithstanding  the  weather. 
There  were  numerous  brief  intervals  of  brilliant 
sunshine,  when  the  lovely  walks  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood could  be  explored. 

Ideal  Home. 

Whympstone  Hall  is  a delightful  place. 
There  are  2,500  acres  of  the  finest  soil  in 
England  attached,  and  on  this  estate  the 
Plymouth  Co-operative  Society,  who  came 
into  possession  in  1915,  breed  their  own  cattle, 
and  raise  their  own  crops.  Guests  at  Whymp- 
stone Hall — it  is  now  the  society’s  Holiday 
Home — are  thus  assured  of  getting  everything 
fresh  and  wholesome  in  the  way  of'  milk, 
cream,  butter,  bacon,  &c.  It  is'  indeed  an 
ideal  Home  for  those  who  love  a country 
holiday. 

Tho  visitors  to  the  educational  centre 
assembled  on  Thursday,  and  were  received 
by  Mr.  S.  H.  Lambell  (of  the  educational 
committee) ; and  in  the  evening  there  was 
a most  enjoyable  social  gathering  enlivened 
by  songs  ana  instrumental  music. 

On  Friday  long  intervals  of  sunshine  in 
the  early  morning  encouraged  some  to  make 
excursions,  although  the  wind  was  strong 
and  cold,  and  apparently  increasing  in  volume. 
A substantial  breakfast  of  eggs,  bacon,  home- 
made bread,  and  delicious  hutter — from  the 
home  farm — having  been  thoroughly  dis- , 
cussed,  the  guests  set  off  in  small  parties  for 
rambles  in  the  sheltered  lanes,  and  others 
paying  a visit  to  the  dreamy  quaint  old-world 
village  of  Modbury,  by  courtesy  called  a town. 

A few  of  the  more  venturesome  rambled 
further  afield,  and  found  themselves  in  the 
picturesque  villages  of  Ermington,  Ugborough, 
or  Aveton  Gifford,  all  within  three  miles’ 
walk.  At  Ermington  the)'  saw  the  curiously 
twisted  church  steeple,  which  has  puzzled 
so  many  visitors  to  Devonshire.  It  contains 
a remarkably  fine  peal  of  bells,  while  in  the 
church  itself  one  saw  some  beautiful  examples 
of  carved  woodwork.  One  memorial  in  the 
church  is  to  Christopher  Chudleigh. 

There  was  a hurried  return  to  Whympstone 
Hall  in  the  afternoon,  the  weather  having 
become  more  threatening,  and  the  wind  in- 
creasing to  half  a gale  from  the  south-east. 
Tea  was  laid  at  4-30,  and  in  the  evening  all 
assembled  in  the  cosy  drawing-room,  where 
there  was  a cheery  fire,  to  hear  Mr.  J.  T. 
Robson  (the  organising  secretary  of  the 
Plymouth  Society)  talk  on  “ New  Aspects  to 
the  Science  of  Mind.”  He  spoke  of  the 
methods  of  the  old  school  of  psychology,  in 
which  were  represented  the  school  whose 
endeavour  was  to  define  tho  soul  and  its 
functions  and  relations  to  those  of  the 
Creator.  Reference  was  made  to  the  school 
of  thought  in  which  reason  was  said  to  be 
predominant,  and  to  the  new  methods  of 
science,  known  as  psycho-analysis,  which  were 
supported  by  men  like  CouO,  Jung,  Freud, 
and  M’Dougall.  Now  we  had  swung  around 
and  compiled  evidence  which  had  entirely 
revolutionised  ideas  and  opinions  relating  to 
mental  science.  The  lecturer  dealt  with  the 
brain  and  its  functions  and  auxiliary  organs. 

“ That  the  texture  of  the  mental  makeup 
of  the  individual  is  inherited  from  the  parents 
is  of  greater  importance  than  ever  was  con- 
ceived was  the  assertion  of  the  determinists 
school,”  said  tho  lecturer. 

The  old  psychology  said:  “ In  the 
beginning  was  the  thought,  then  the  word, 
and  Mwn  the  action."  The  new  school 
entirely  reverses  this. 

The  importance  of  the  subject  was  in  the 
fact  that  these  experimental  methods,  and 
their  findings,  indicated  wavs  and  means 
whereby  they  all  got  reforms  for  their  prisons 
and  asylums,  methods  in  schools,  individual 
training,  and  for  social  amelioration.  It  also 
assisted  them  in  understanding  the  functions 
of  mind  and  spirit  and  the  relations  of  the 
individual  to  the  Creator. 

A keen  discussion  followed. 

Duiing  Friday  night  a gale  raged  and  great 
damage  to  trees  and  houses  in  the  neighbour- 
hood resulted.  Saturday  was  another  stormy 
day,  with  few  brief  intervals  of  sunshine. 
The  outdoor  excursion  in  the  afternoon  had 
to  be  postponed,  ant^door  games  substituted. 
Professor  A.  E.  Morgan,  M.A.  (Exeter),  paid 


a visit  to  the  centre,  and  in  the  morning 
lectured  on  " Bernard  Shaw,”  and  in  the 


evening,  spoke  on 
Education. 


Modern  Tendencies  in 


G.  B.  Shaw  and  His  Message. 

Professor  A.  E.  Morgan,  M.A.,  in  his  lecture 
on  George  Bernard  Shaw,  said  that  Shaw  was 


a great  man,  not  because  he  was  a philosopher 
but  by  reason  of  his  quick  thought,  his  method 
of  expression  of  same,  and  its  deftness  to 
contemporary  conditions.  He  was  also  a 
iconoclast.  He  dealt  heavy  blows  against 
false  values,  conventional  ideas,  to  smash 
these  up.  The  dominant  characteristic  of 
his  work  are  intellect  and  pit)'.  This  was 
illustrated  by  his  reference  to  man  and  super- 
man and  his  latest  books.  Ho  had  pity  for 
the  devil  and  his  disciples.  His  chief  aim 
after  his  use  of  ridicule,  criticism,  and  satire  is 
to  help  the  growth  of  social  well-being.  All 
through  his  works  is  the  plea  for  truth,  the 
direction  of  intelligence,  the  emphasis  on  the 
creative  power  of  man,  and  the  encouragement 
of  the  desire  to  do  better  than  has  been. 

Educational  Tendenoies. 

(t  In  the  evening  Professor  Morgan  lectured  on 
Modern  Tendencies  and  Education.”  He 
said  that  life  nowadaj's  was  extraordinarily 
complex.  Life  to-day  was  like  a machine 
with  its  wheels  broken,  and  its  motive  power — 
the  credit  system— cut  off.  Yet  there  has 
been  the  recognition  of  the  fact,  and  the 
emphasis  of  the  old  truth  that  the  whole  world 
are  members  of  one  family.  The  growth  of  the 
group  sense  is  slow  but  sure.  The  tendencies 
in  life  are  making  themselves  seen  in  govern- 
ment and  other  social  institutions.  As  the 
groups  grow  in  practice  there  is  developed  the 
individuality  of  the  group  and  the  community 
sense  of  the  group.  Democracy  implies 
community  sense. 

Tracing’ back  from  the  French  Revolution, 
Mr.  Morgan  referred  to  the  growth  and  in- 
fluence of  the  freedom  of  the  individual ; this 
bore  out  his  assertion  that  human  nature  is 
naturally  good.  In  modern  education  these 
things  are  now  recognised.  Stress  is  now  laid 
on  the  community  sense,  and  training  in 
citizenship  is  not  the  idea  thitf,  all  should  be 
capable  of  leadership.  Adult  education — 
as  shown  in  co-operative  adult  work.  W.E.A., 
and  the  Plebs  League — give  support  to  this 
idea.  In  the  school  the  emphasis  is  now 
placed  in  “ honour  of  the  house  ” and  by 

gamesself-govemment.’andthisisbeing  effective. 

The  result  of  psycho-analysis  and  the  evils 
of  repressive  method  were  commented  upon. 
Reform  in  prisons  and  other  schools  had 
reference  made  to  them,  especially  the  Dolka 
plan.  As  physical  repression  influence  moral 
conduct  this  Mas  severely  condemned.  Educa- 
tion for  citizenship  also  needs  time  and  trouble 
spent  on  it. 

Sunday  was  another  quiet  day,  and  the 
weather  continued  so  boisterous  that  very 
few  ventured  far  from  the  Hall.  A gale  of 
wind  from  the  north-west  was  accompanied 
by  bitter  cold  rain,  and  the  visitors  found  the 
blazing  fire  in  the  drawing-room  much  more 
conducive  to  comfort  than  plodding  the  sodden 
Devonshire  lanes  in  a howling  wind. 

In  the  evening  Mr.  J.  T.  Robson  lectured 
on  ” Have  You  Heard  the  Rumour.”  Special 
reference  was  made  to  William  Morris — 
poet,  painter,  architect,  and  social  reformer  4 
and  mention  was  made  of  Morris’  song  " The 
March  of  the  Workers,”  and  the  lecturer 
dilated  on  the  poet’s  improvements  on  house- 
hold and  domestic  art,  the  rise  of  wage  slavery, 
the  hours  of  the  factory  system,  and  the 
mechanism  of  modern  industrial  life. 

Rule  of  the  People. 

The  Easter  Monday  lecture  was  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Watkins  on  “ Democracy,”  and  the  meeting 
broke  up  at  4 o’clock  the  same  afternoon. 

It  was  from  two  Greek  words  meaning 
people  and  rule  (said  Mr.  Watkins)  we  make 
up  our  word  democracy— the  rule  of  the 
people.  Democratic  government  was  orderly 
and  considered  government.  To  Plato  that 
was  the  ideal  community  where  justice  was 
enthroned.  In  all  periods  of  history  it  would 
seem  to  have  been  the  aim  of  progressive 
peoples  to  achieve  democracy.  In  this  respect 
there  Mould  appear  at  all  times  to  be  two  sets 
of  force’s  at  worE.  The  one  seeking  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  domination  of  the  few,  the 
other  working  for  the  expression  of  the  Mill 
of  the  whole  body  of  people.  What  was  called 
revolution  had  one  of  these  purposes  as  its 
object.  In  this  country  revolution  had  meant 
the  creation  of  a thing,  and  in  France  and 
Russia  the  extinction  of  a dominant  class. 
Most  noteworthy  with  respect  to  modern 
revolutions  M'ith  democratic  aims,  that  to  the 
ancient  ideas  of  freedom  and  equality  the 
French  added  that  of  fraternity  and  the 
Russians  communal  ownership. 

That  was  only  to  be  explained  by  the 
teaching  during  twenty  centuries  of  the  Chris- 
tian doctrines  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and 
the  Brotherhood  of  Man.  The  possessing  classes 
worked  against  democracy.  LandoM'ners  and 
capitalists  aimed  at  the'  domination  of  the 
people,  working  through  State  institutions. 

He  pointed  to  Germany  before  the  war,  and 
to  England  now  as  examples.  He  considered 
there  Mas  now  a necessity  for  an  economic 
as  well  as  a political  democracy.  The  people 
must  own  as  well  as  govern.  To  the  spread 
of  the  belief  in  common  ownership  was  to  be 
attributed  the  growth  of  co-operation. 

Natural  powers  and  forces,  as  well  as 
political  forces,  must  be  under  the  contro. 
of  the  people. 

So  would  be  secured  greater  freedom  and 
justice  in  all  social  relationships,  and  thus  it 
would  become  possible  to  look  forward  with 

E eater  assurance  to  the  time  when  that 
ngdom  would  be  established  on  earth  which 
it  was  said  already  existed  in  Heaven, 


SOUTH-WESTERN 

NOTES  AND  NEWS. 

Mh.  T.  Leamas,  J.P.,  headed  the  poll  for  the 
election  of  urban  councillors  at  Dawlish. 
Councillor  Leaman  is  a very  active  member  of 
the  Teignmouth  committee. 

The  vacancy  on  the  Devon  district  com- 
mittee caused  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  J. 
Stephens  has  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Mr. 
Midland  (Okehampton). 

Mr.  F.  E.  Willis  (Devon  district)  and  Mr.  W. 
Brown  (sectional  board)  are  keenly  interested 
in  the  reorganisation  of  the  Kingswear  Society, 
and  in  conjunction  with  the  sectional  organiser 
are  working  up  co-operative  activity  in  this 
locality. 

The  coming  bread-bakiug  competitions  in 
connection  with  the  C.W.S.  Bristol  depot  an4 
Avonmouth  mills  are  being  eagerly  awaited 
in  the  south-west.  Rumour  has  it  that  certain 
societies  are  out  to  sweep  the  board  by  cap- 
turing all  the  prizes.  We  are  convinced 
that  the  standard  of  excellence  to  be 
attained  to  achieve  this  object  will  necessitate 
perfection  in  every  ease. 

A movement  is  afoot  in  the  North  Devon 
area  for  a series  of  combined  meetings  of 
managers  of  societies  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
changing ideas  and  to  discuss  managerial  de- 
tails. Such  meetings  of  local  or  area  groups 
of  officials  are  pregnant  M’ith  possibilities,  and 
could  be  M’ell  copied  in  other  areas  in  the  sec- 
tion, to  the  mutual  benefit  of  all.  The  idea 
and  practise  of  the  N.C.M.A.  is  on  these  lines, 
but  whereas  they  cater  mainly  for  sectional  or 
district  discussion,  the  remote  areas  are  apt 
to  be  neglected,  hence  the  value  of  the  North 
Devon  experiment. 

With  the  fall  in  the  cost  of  foodstuffs  it  has 
been  made  possible  for  people  to  obtain  those 
classes  of  meat  foods  that  a year  ago  were 
prohibitive  in  price.  The  result  is  that  these 
have  to  some  extent  taken  the  place  of  bread 
as  the  staple  food  for  every  meal.  This  fact 
explains  why  the  bulk  output  of  bakeries  is 
not  advancing  in  the  same  ratio  as  other  eat- 
ables. Societies  that  are  increasing  output  in 
this  direction  are  progressing  indeed. 

Co-operation  in  Tiverton,  under  C.W.S. 
supervision  and  the  capable  managership  of 
Mr.  Cowles,  is  reviving.  ~At  a recent  concert 
and  rally  held  in' the  Heathcote  Hall  the  whole 
of  the  musical  items  were  provided  by  members 
of  families  of  the  pioneers  of  the  society.  After 
the  meeting  had  listened  M'ith  interest  to  help- 
ful and  practical  addresses  from  Mr.  Pope 
(South-Western  Sectional  Board)  and  Mr. 
Saunders  (Devon  District  Association),  a fine 
outburst  of  co-operative  enthusiasm  was  mani- 
fested, which  resulted  in  new  members  being 
obtained  and  an  expression  of  faith  in  the 
society  being  affirmed.  During  a fortnight's 
campaign  by  the  sectional  organiser  a big 
supply  of  literature,  provided  by  the  C.W.S. 
publicity  department  and  the  Co-operative 
Union,  was  freely  distributed,  as  were  also 
samples  of  C.W.S.  soaps. 

The  message  of  co-operation  to  the  people 
of  Tiverton  is  the  message  of  Easter.  Out  of 
the  mistakes  and  deadened  hopes  of  the  past 
there  will  arise  a newer  idealism  and  a moro 
irile  application  of  faith  in  the  practicability 
of  our  co-operative  cause.” — The  Sectional 
Organiser.  * * * 

Under  the  excellent  tuition  of  Messrs.  Hall, 
Robbins,  Morton,  Prosser,  Jones,  and  Stone, 
the  apprentices’  classes  at  Bristol  have  fully 
demonstrated  their  necessity  and  value.  Tho 
venture  has  not  been  without  its  difficulties, 
mainly  due  to  illness  of  the  staffs  and  pressuro 
of  Christmas  business ; but  the  success  ob- 
tained and  the  experience  gained  will  enable 
next  season’s  classes  to  be  of  great  benefit  both 
to  the  staffs  and  the  movement.  An  examina- 
tion was  held  at  the  dose  of  the  term. 

The  eisteddfod  arranged  by  the  Bristol 
Society  will  have  the  services  of  Dr.  Herbert 
Brewer  (Gloucester)  as  adjudicator  of  the  vocal 
tests. 


The  London  District  Council  of  the  .Men’s 
Guild  are  meeting  at  Fulham  on  the  29th 
inst.,  when  they  will  pay  a visit  to  the  muni- 
cipal electricity  works  on  the  invitation  of 
the  Mayor  (Councillor  L.  Hill),  who  is  a 
member  of  the  London  Society. 

The  annual  report  of  the  South-ecn.'Seetion 
will  be  considered  at  a conference  at  Leman- 
street,  on  Saturday.  May  13th,  and  will  bo 
introduced  by  Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd  (tho 
secrelA^c 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  com munica: ions  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women’s  Pages," 
“ Co-operative  News " Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


PULL  ALL  TOGETHER. 

Some  co-operators  appear  to  be  a little 
breathless  with  the  effort  to  pull  trade 
up  the  hill  to  prosperity  again,  if  we  may- 
judge  of  the  criticisms  passed  at  the 
quarterly  meetings  of  the  C.W.S.,  which 
concluded  with  the  Manchester  meeting 
on  April  8th. 

There  seemed  a tendency  to  accuse 
this  or  the  other  member  of  the  " team  ” 
of  not  pulling  hard  enough.  Directors 
pleaded  for  " loyalty " ; members 
pleaded  for  efficiency,  and  threatened  to 
use  the  whip  of  compulsion  to  make 
employees  more  hearty  co-operators. 
Perhaps  this  is  because  the  road  is 
uphill  at  this  moment,  and  the- pulling 
is  harder  than  some  of  us  have  been  used 
to  in  recent  years  of  prosperity. 

It  might  be.  well  to  remember  that  the 
men  and  women  who  preceded  us  had  to 
pull  co-operation  out  of  the  ditch  of 
nothingness,  and  to  do  it  they  willingly 
sacrificed  time , energy,  and  personal  gain. 
These  folks  are  dropping  out  at  the 
inexorable  call  of  The  Reaper  of  All  Men. 
They  alone  knew  what  the  struggle  was 
in  those  pioneer  day's.  To-day  our  task 
is, to  preserve  our  benefits  from  sliding 
awayr  rather  than  create  them,  and  to 
do  this  it  is  evident  that  a strong  pull, 
a long  pull,  and  a pull  altogether  must 
be  made. 

A revival  in  the  bulk  trade  can  only 
come  when  the  people  have  money  to 
spend,  and,  as  was  well  brought  out  at 
the  Women’s  Guild  conference  held  in 
London  last  week,  this  is  not  the  case 
in  far  too  many  homes  to-day. 

But  co-operation  dwells  in  a sound, 
well-built  house,  strongly  fortified 
against  the  rainy'  day'  by  the  provisions 
made  in  days  gone  by  ; and,  as  we  have 
indicated,  the  darkest  day's  may'  be  said 
to  have  nearly-  come  to  an  end. 

Let  us  not  stop  to  accuse  each  other  ; 
rather  let  us  join  hands  and  pull  with  all 
our  might,  for  only  so  will  the  difficulties 
be  surmounted. 


THE 


STATESMEN 

NEED. 


WE 


I'resh  from  living  discussions,  and 
thrilled  with  the  comprehensive  power  of 
co-operation,  many  will  return  to  their 
guild  work  after  the  Easter  schools  and 
conferences.  New  knowledge  has  been 
gained  ; up-to-date  facts  and  figures 
have  been  noted  ; logical  explanations 
of  misunderstood  happenings  in  the 
movement  will  have  brought  new  cour- 
age and  renewed  * devotion ; and  a 
brighter  vision  will  consequently  be 
passed  on.  But  there  is  still  the  greater 
lesson  for  even  the  humblest  to  learn. 
The  progress  of  the  world  lies  in  the 
hands  of  the  common,  plain,  ordinary 
folk  of  everyday  life.  They'  are  the 
statesmen  who  mould  the  destinies 
of  nations.  They  are  the  people  upon 
whom  all  responsibility  rests  of  right  or 
wrong. 

We  are  the  statesmen  with  the  fresh 
winds  and  the  sparkling  sunshine  playing 
round  our  minds  and  progressive  souls. 
Ours  is  the  potver  to  right  the  wrong. 
Ours  Jthe  opportunity  to  lay'  the  solid 
foundation  of  a new  era. 

Easter  has  bidden  us  to  shake  off  the 
chains  which  have  impeded  us  : chains 
which  have  dragged  us  down  and  fas- 
tened us  to  the  earth. 

Ireland,  India,  Russia  call.  We  are 
the  statesmen  they  ask  for  ; we  are  the 
statesmen  they  need. 


The  Stenson-road  Guild  (Derby)  urbanised 
a street  collection  on  the  ^th  inst.,  in  aid 
of  the  Russian  Famine  Relief  Fund  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  other  branches  m the 
town.  £33  was  c:ll0cted. 

Cowes  Guild  members  held  a public 
meeting  recently,  when  Miss  Cottrell. 

O.B.K..  secretary  of  the  Women’s  National 
Committee  to  secure  State  Control  of  the 
Liquor  Trade,  spoke  on  "A  New  Solution 
to  the  Drink  Problem."  A resolution, 
urging  the  Government  to  extend  public 
ownership  of  liquur  over  the  country  on 
the  same  lines  as  the  Carlisle  experiment 
was  carried  unanimously,  and  a collection 
was  taken  in  aid  of  the  Russian  Famine 
Fund. 


CO-OPERATION  WEATHERS  THE  STORM. 


HOW  SOME  SOCIETIES  ARE  HELPING  NEEDY  MEMBERS. 


BY  OUR  OWN  REPRESENTATIVE. 


WOMEN  THE  BEST 

CANVASSERS. 

To  the  most  deserving  cases  one  Lanca- 
shire society  gives  free  food  tickets  avail- 
able for  a month  to  the  value  of  10s.  weekly 
And  many  deserving  cases  are,  helped. 
Seen  by  onr  own  representative,  tile  secre- 
tary of  one  of  the  Manchester  societies 
remarked:  "Our  members’  loyalty  has 

been  tested ; the  women 
have  proved  faithful. 

Every  society  should 


extend  a helping  hand 
whenever  help  is  re- 
quired.” 


Another  society'  in  the 
Manchester  district  has 
spent  £200  on  alleviat- 
ing distress,  w liile 
another  has  placed  £500 
at  the  disposal  of  the 
hoard  of  management 
to  help  needy  members, 
but  so  far  only  twenty- 
seven  out'  of  16,000  have 
availed  themselves  of 
the  offer. 

Among  the  many  poor 
people  receiving  relief 
from  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians or  the  Mayor’s 
Fund  for  the  Unem- 
ployed, those  are  the 
luckiest  who  take  their 
food  tickets  to  a co- 
operative society,  where 
additional  value  is 
always  given,  many 
societies  giving  goods 
valued  £1  Is.  for  a £1 
coupon ; another  society 
gives  extra  value  to  the 
extent  of  2s.  " And 

there  is  no  difficulty  in 
getting  these  relief  tickets  made  out  to 
co-operative  societies,”  said  all  the  secre- 
taries in  the  Manchester  area. 

At  Beswick.  the  society’s  share  capital 
has  increased  by  nearly  £11,000  since  the 
.last  quarter ; at  Failsworth  the  increase  in 
share  capital  is  £15,000  over  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year,  while  the  loan 
deposits  have  increased  by  £10,000,  and 
the  deposits  in  the  penny  hank  chow  an 
increase  of  £1,000.  At  the  " M.  and  S.” 
the . share  capital  during  the  last  twelve 
months  has  increased  by  £24,000,  and  the 
society  is  making,  on  an  average,  100  new 
members  every  week.  After  all,  co- 
operative trade  has  only  apparently 
decreased,  for  while  the  takings  of  many 
societies  are  down  by  25  per  cent  , prices 
ha vo  fallen  fully  33  J per  cent,  duiing  the 
last  twelve  montlm. 


Co-operation,  the  Workers’  Only  Hope,  the 
Remedy  for  Industrial  Trjubles,  When  No 
Man  Shall  Call  Any  Man  Master. 


PROUD  OF  HER 

STORES. 

Further,  he  continued,  though  co- 
operators  will  not  buy  cheap  food,  it 
is  remarkable  how  the  cheap  suits  and 
cheap  costumes  have  caught  cm.  These 
50s.  suits,  cheap  costumes  and  skirts  have 
helped  societies  tremendously.  “ By  this 
means  we  have  been  able  to  retain  a large 
portion  of  our  trade  in 
the  tailoring  depart- 
ments. If  we  had  not 
entered  for,  them  in 
this  manner  the  trade 
would  have  gone  else- 
where.” 

The  advantages  of 
bcing*a  co-operator 
could  not  be  better 
illustrated  than  by  the 
contrast  brought  out 
by  two  visits  paid 
during  the  week-end. 

To-day,  one  pretty 
room  in  an  engineer’s 
house  is  shorn  of  its 
ornaments.  W h y ? 
“ They  have  gone  to 
‘ Uncle’s,’  ” said  the 
haggard  woman,  whose 
apathy  was,  terrible  to 
see.  Her  children  were 
hungry,  begging  “ a 
drop  of  milk.”  and 
there  was  but  a,  loaf  of 
bread  in  the  horv?.  " I 
have  had  ' tick  ’ for 
three  weeks  now.”  said 
this  woman,  ” and  I 
cannot  ask  for  more 
credit.  Then  the  land- 
lord has  threatened 
1 the  bailiff  ’ if  rent 
„ , , , arrears  are  not  paid, 

late  has  always  seemed  against  me,”  she 
said. 

On  the  other  hand  was  Mrs.  T , whose 

husband  was  also  an  engineer,  out  of  work 
a month,  but  they  were  still  smiling. 

Now  Mrs.  T is  a brave  little  woman 

who  has  three  children,  and  to  whom  the 
stores  has  been  a tremendous  help.  " While 
Mrs.  C is  allowed  ‘ tick  ’ at  the  corner 
shop,  she  pays  Id.  more  for  bread,  l)d. 
more  for  soap,  2d.  a pound  more  for  the 
same  kind  of  apples,  and  while  I pay  6d.  a 
pound  for  margarine  she  pays  3d.  'for  an 
inferior  brand.  The  stores  give  me  an 
incentive  to  save,  and  I am  happy  in 
knowing  I have  such  a good  friend.  I made 
rour  new  members  for  our  society  last 
week,  all  of  whom  are  as  proud  as  I am 
over  their  stores.” 


WIVES  AND  SEPARATION  ORDERS. 

THE  OLD  LAW  AND  A NEW  BILL. 
CO-OPERATIVE  WOMAN  J.P.  CALLS  FOR  HELP. 


Mbs.  Hood  au  ex-president  of  the 

Women’s  Guild,  sends  us  the  following 
letter  for  publication.  The  letter,  which  is 
addressed  to  all  who  may  read  our 
“ Women’s  Pages.”  is  a plea  lor  support  in 
the  campaign  to  help  forward  the  new  Bill 
dealing  with  maintenance  orders  for 

separated  wives.  We  gladly  give  insertion 
to  the  letter,  feeling  sure  that  Mrs.  Hood 
will  have  the  hearty  and  active  support  of 
airmen  and  women-  co-operators. — Ed. 

A Bill  has  been 
promoted  by  the 
National  Union  of 
Societies  for  Equal 
Citizenship,  entitled 
" Summary  Juris- 
diction (Married 
Persons)  Bill,”  and 
has  obtained  first 

Jilace  on  the  ballot 
or  May  26th:  and 
1 appeal  to  ail  co- 
operators  to  do  all 
they  can  to  bring 
pressure  upon  their 
local  Members  of 
Parliament  to  sup- 
' port  the  Bill.  As 

a magistrate,  it  has 
Mrs.  Hood,  J.P.  been  my  heait- 
lirenking  duty  to 
repeatedly  tell  women  that  there  is  no 
redress  or  help  for  them  unless  they  leave 
their  husbands.  As  the  law  stands  at  the 
present  time,  a man  may  half-starve  and 
beat  his  wife  and  children,  but  she  cannot 
get  a separation  order  and  maintenance 
unless  sne  leaves  him,  which,  in  the 
eighteen  months’  experience  that  I have 
bad  is,  in  the  large  majority  of  cases,  im- 
possible. 

But  the  law  as  it  is  at  present  is  also  bad 
for  the  husband,  for  he  can  only  get  a 
separation  for  habitual  drunkenness, 
and  many  a man  is  compelled  to  live  with 
a woman  who  will  neither  keep  herself,  her 
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u°Uue’  jn?r  ^er  c!,ildren  clean,  and  the 
"J^band  is  fined  time  after  time  for  his 
children  having  to  be  sent  home  from  school 
in  a verminous  condition. 

The  following  is  the  position  at  present : — 

1.  A woman  can  only  obtain  a' separation 
and  maintenance  order  on  the  following 
ground's: — That  her  husband  has  deserted 
her  - treated  her  with  persistent  cruelty; 
neglected  to  supply  reasonable  maintenance 
for  herself  and  her  infant  children;  com- 
mitted an  aggravated  assault  upon  her. 

2.  A man  can  only  obtain  a separation 
order  on  the  grounds  of  habitual  drunken- 
ness. 

3.  A woman  can  only  obtain  a main- 
tenance order  if  she  and  her  children  leave 
her  husband.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining 
accommodation,  and  the  fact  that  the  Wife 
is,  by  hypothesis , without  money,  makes 
this  form  of  relief  extraordinarily  difficult 
to  obtain,  and  involves  a break-up  of  the 
home,  which  is  in  many  cases  unavoidable. 

4.  The  machinery  for  enforcing  the  pay- 
ment of  maintenance  orders  is  very 
inadequate. 

In  order  to  remedy  these  defects  in  the 
law  this  Bill  proposes:  — 

1.  To  add  to  the  grounds  on  which  a 
separation  order  can  be  claimed:  That 
either  husband  or  wife  lias  committed 
adultery ; that  either  husband  or  wife  is 
suffering  from  venereal  disease  in  a com- 
municable form ; that  either  husband  or 
wife  is  cruel,  not  only  to  the  other  party, 
but  also  to  the  children  of  the  marriage. 

2.  To  enable  a man  to  claim  a separation 
order  on  the  same  grounds  as  a woman. 

3.  To  enable  the  court  to  grant  a main- 
tenance order  whether  the  parties  are  living 
together  or  separately. 

4.  To  strengthen  the  power  to  enforce 
orders  relating  to  maintenance  or  to  the 
custody  of  and  right  of  access  to  children. 

May  I hope  to  have  the  hearty  support  of 
women  co-operators  in  this  campaign. 

E.  D.  Hood. 


ELECTED  TO  BOARD  OF 
GUARDIANS. 


Mbs.  A.  Barker, 
Selby  Board  of 
Guardians. 


Mbs.  A.  Cayiil 
(tfe-operativo 
Member), 
Ecdesall  Hoard  of 
Guardians.  I 


EASTER  GLEANINGS. 

WOMEN  AND  YOUNG  PEOPLE; 

AT  TRENT  SCHOOL 


Tub  young  folks  of  the  Comrades-  Circles 
and  Junior  Guilds  were  quite  a feature  of 
the  week-end  ochuol  at  Trent  Colley  . Some 
of  them  attended  all  the  lectures,  and  nse- 
fully  contributed  to  the  discussion,  even 
though  the  subject,  " The  Pence  Treaty," 
might  have  been  considered  a little  al>.strii>,> 
by  some  and  not  likely  to  attract  young 
people.  The  question  asked  by  Coin  ratio 
Sydney  Elliott  on  co-operative  banking  wav 
stated  by  Mr.  J.  R.  dynes  to  have  raised 
a new  point  in  connection  with  the  League 
of  Nations,  though  some  amusement  was 
caused  by  Mr.  Clynes’  comment  that  one 
could  reconcile  the  accent  with  the  subject 
of  the  question. 

Trent  College,  where  the  Midland  Easter 
week-end  school  was  held,  is  situated  amidst 
picturesque  scenery,  and  is  the  embodi- 
ment of  seclusion  and  scholastic  learning. 
Within  the  walls’  of  this  college  the  truth- 
fulness  of  Morris’s  trite  saying.  Fellow- 
ship^ is  life,"  was  realised  by  young  and 
old,  for  one  of  the  most  inicrcsting 
features  of  this  year's  Midland  school  was 
the  junior  conference  on  the  Monday  after- 
noon, which  was  attended  by  sonic  ninety 
circleites  hailing  as  far  as  from  ( 'olne  iu 
the  north  and  Kettering  in  the  south.  For 
once  the  elder  students  were  compelled  to 
allow  the  young  people  to  have  their  way 
and  their  say.  Comrade  Sydney  Elliott,  of 
Kinning  Park  fame,  introduced  the  sub- 
ject for  discussion — "Circle  Problems  and 
Circle  Development." 

Suggestive  of  the  progressive  comrades 
spirit  was  the  literature  stall  and  brilliant 
display  of  ” Circle  ” posters  which  adorned 
the  walls  of  the  lecture  hall.  But  more 
brilliant  still,  and  flushed  with  a gw" 
which  only  enthusiasm  can  bestow,  were 
the  faces  of  the  young  people. 

Comrade  Elliott  told  us  that  social  am 
intellectual  fellowship  could  bo  iijluovN 
by  the  young,  and  tliat  there  could  never 
be  a wrong  way  if  they  marched  forward 
with  a song  in  their  henrts  and  a smile  on 
their  lips.  Humanity  at  the  present  «aj 
mentally,  morally,  and  physically  nakci 
and  unashamed,  and  it  was  the  young 
people  who  would  have  to  come  to  tmj 
rescue.  As  Comrade  Elliott’s  address  am 
discussion  will  be  reported  fully  1,1 
month’s  ” Circle,”  at  is  onlv  necessary  m* 
to  give  the  resolution  which  was  pas-ml  J 
a fitting  finale  to  the  afternoon’s  debate. 

Mr.  Saxton  (Worcester),  secretary  of 
Midland  Section,  moved:  . 

students  attending  the  biter  w*  . 
school  at  Trent  College  hereby  P,®df 
themselves  to  do  all  in  their  power 
establish  Comrades'  Circles  where 
already  in  existence  attached  to  the  K ‘ 
of  which  they  are  members.  ’ the ( re** 

tion,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hartshorn  (Rugby), 
was  unanimously  passed. 

Mr.  Bramfey's  Witticisms. 

The  witty  replies  of  Mr.  Fred  Bwngj 
did  much  to  add  to  the  pleasure  of  w 
school  during  the  week-end  Mg 
laughter  was  caused  by  Ins  statement  th ^ 
the  fantastic  fancies  and  fashions  ut  , 
had  much  to  do  with  the  w-tabil  X 
trade,  but  be  was  really  serums,  «»«  ''r%r 
that  Women’s  Guilds  when  pri  K Jt 
production  for  use  and  not  profit,  tm 
would  be  necessary  to  know 
wanted,  and  not  have  to  depend  on  ( ( 

The  hour,  of  work  put  in 
called  for  comment.  Mr  Brain ,.U 
that  women  were  treated  by  trade  |;j,, 
much  in  the  same  wav  as  tn««r 


n tne  same  way  a 

were.  Whilst  pressing  for  eight  h Q 
day  for  them/>elves.  women  fU-’10 
expected  to  put  in  sixteen  hours,  j 
Women  at  present  are  not  repr 
the  International  Labour  office.  ^jng 

are  no  sex  provisions  against  i lboUr 
so  and  Mr.  Brnmlev  thought  that  fj 
should  do  more  in  puttmg  women  ,b# 
Women  were  actually  helping 
administrative  work. 

_ ,, 

The  Chelston  Guild  a short 
a successful  social  convened  by  „„|d- 

fcary,  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  -»«  • 

Mrs.  Sansom  (sectional  secretary; 
short  address.  ^ 


Boston  spa. 

CAf'E.— Pan**  e*wrr»i  * u * 
*ixl  .w. 

Boston  Spa  Brand).  Spa.  * 
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A PR  II 


C.W.S.  GOODS 


UNITAS 

HANDKERCHIEFS 
C.W.S.  CORSETS 
C.W.S.  TWEED  SKIRTS 
BELMONT  BLOUSES 


AND 


DEVONIA  SERGES. 


MOTHERS  AND 

EDUCATION. 

PROTEST  AGAINST  "CUTS.'' 

A conference  was  held  last  We.ek  at  the 
C.AV.S.  Assembly  Hall,  Leman-street, 
Loudon,  when  120  branches  in  the  Metro- 
politan area  were  present.  A resolution  of 
protest  against  the  proposed  cuts  in  edu- 
cation was  moved  by  Mrs.  Moore  (Sec- 
tional Council).  The  resolution  read:  — 
••  That  this  conference,  representing  120 
branches  of  the  Women’s  Co-operative 
Guild  i'll  the  Metropolitan  area,  records  its 
most  emphatic  protest  against  t lie  pro- 
posals of  the  Geddcs  Committee  in  regard 
to  education,  and  requests  the  London 
M.P.’s  to  receive  a deputation  of  mothers 
in  their  constituencies  to  hear  their  views 
tn  the  matter.”  Moving  the  resolution, 
Mrs.  Moore  urged  Guild  members  to  watch 
every  step  taken  by  local  authorities  in 
economising  in  education.  The  prase,  with 
its  misleading  statements,  had  stated  that 
there- are  an  average  or  thirty  to  forty 
children  in  classes,  but  the  real  facts  showed 
an  en.ormous  number  of  classes  containing 
sixty  to  seventy  scholars.  The  resolution 
was  seconded  by  Mrs.  Pescod  (Friern 
Barnet),  and,  after  ail  excellent  discussion, 
carried  unanimously,  each  delegate  agree- 
ing to  forward  a copy  to  their  respective 
M.P.’s.  The  executive  is  now  arranging 
for  the  deputation  to  be  received  by  the 
M.P.’s  of  London  and  neighbouring  con- 
stituencies. 

The  report  and  financial  statement  of  the 
temporary  executive  committee,  formed  a 
year  ago  to  undertake  any  special  work, 
was  read,  and  it  was  decided  that  a perma- 
nent executive  committee  be  formed. 


PROUD  OF  THEM  ALL. 

Dear  Madam, — Just  to  send  my  ■’con- 
gratulations to  Mrs.  Cottrell  on  her  election 
to  the  C.W.S.  board  of  directors.  We  are 
proud  of  our  women  pioneers  in  the  move- 
ment, and  we  send  them  to  their  positions 
not  as  women  only,  but  as  co-directors, 
able  and  willing  to  fulfil  the  duties  to  the 
best  of  their  ability.  Nature  never  meant 
that  we  should  all  be  shining  lights  or 
leaders,  but  we  have  all  got  our  parts  in 
the  sphere  of  life.  You  would  not  say  the 
modest  violets  or  snowdrops  were  of  no  use 
because  they  are  so  small  compared  with 
the  majestic  lily  or  the  beautiful  rose;  yet 
each  fulfils  its  pnrt  in  Nature’s  lovely  floral 
garden.  So  you  will  see  that  every  woman 
has  her  place  in  our  great  co-operative 
movement,  even  if  she  is  only  capable  of 
giving  her  presence  in  the  guild-room.  Wo 
should  be  proud  of  them  all. — -Yours,  Ac., 
A Guildwo.man. 

[Held  over,  Mr.  A.  J.  Bywater  fl/ondon).] 


THE  PRICE  OF  MILK. 


Readers  of  'our  articles,  • Making  Milk 
Dear  ” and  ” Cheap  Milk — and  a Shortage,” 
will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  matters  have 
now  been  settled  between  the  middlemen 
and  the  farmers  on  terms  pleasing  to 
farmers.  By  arrangement  the  price  of  milk 
during  April,  May,  and  June  will  be  5d.  a 
quart.  The  distributors  will  pay  the 
farmers  lOd.  a gallon  in  April.  9d.  in  May, 
June,  and  July,  lid.  iu  August,  and  Is.  in 
September,  or  an  average  of  lOd.  a gallon 
for  the  six  months.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  C.W.S.  offered  lOd.  a gallon  to  the 
farmers. 


“The 

MAGIC 

BASKET.” 

The  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  Balloon  Street, 
Manchester,  has  prepared  a 
Beautifully  Illustrated  Pamphlet 
to  help  societies  in  pushing  out  for  more  trade. 

SECRETARIES  OF  GUILDS.  COUNCILS,  AND  COM- 
MITTEES, uc  inviled  Io9pplynow  for  copies  (or 
f.-ee  distribution— sending  particulars  ol  the  numbe. 
they  can  usefully  distribute  omon  j the  it  neigh- 
bours and  friends. 

Get  Busy  in  Getting  More  Trade. 


THE 

PEOPLE’S  YEAR 
BOOK,  1922. 

Only  a few  copies  now  rexaio. 

SINGLE  COPIES  SUPPLIED, 
2s.  Post  Free, 

from  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  Balloon  Street, 
Manchester. 

Committees,  Guilds,  and  groups  ol  employees 
will  be  supplied,  carnage  paid,  at  the  rate  of 

12  COPIES  FOR  18s. 

Orders  lor  six  copies  will  be  supplied  for  9s. — an 
offer  made  to  enable  all  the  employees  at  any  large 
branch  to  secure  a copy  of  this  useful  co-operativo 
handbook. 


UO  MEN  UNDERSTAND 

STORES’  NEEDS? 

WOMEN  AND  PAID  POSITIONS. 

ChJ'oMRN  on  Co-operative  Boards  and 
T^lhlttces,”  ' the  subject  taken  by  Mrs. 
*hw,  Southern  Sectional  Council  member), 
shaking  at  the  Dorset  District  Con- 
' **  (1  ?n  Gte  5th  inst.,  at  Poole.  After 
thittfJ11*'  !°  t le  ,leed  h»i  women  on  all  com- 
stand  »i  1 le  sl>e:'ker  said  men  did  not  under- 
**xlit  - llei  s the  st°,es  us  women  did, 
ghoul/ '1S  '“‘'aiHogeous  to  women  that  there 
tvprv  , ‘ a representation  of  women  on 
turn,©  ma.''neement  and  educational  com- 
Iq  U1  M-,  Toon  asked  the  delegates  not 

Wifi?  o|’e  ‘,ry  ?*raVlst  in  P-'id 

Klip„  • fcbe  thought  the  time  would  come 
'""unit.  1)0  necessary  for  full-time 

S!*-e  •’  as- ,nauy  the  smaller  societies 
* nti<n>3tmc  amalgamation. 

*0ue,v  , V'Vs»om  '"  inton)  explained  that  i 
Katioini ° p voto  for  Any  candidate  for  the 
■ ^,V,L;t°?e^-uye  Publishing  Society 
had  invested  In  the  society. 


Mrs.  Brickell  (Bournemouth)  emphasised 
the  need  for  women  on  all  committees. 

Mrs.  Clontman,  J.P.  (Park-stone)  thought 
women  should  be  paid  for  sitting  on  com- 
mittees. 

Airs.  Gill  i Weymouth)  referred  to  work 
done  by  women  on  their  educational 
committee. 

Mrs.  Dawe  (Easton)  said  women  should  be 
broad-minded  on  political  questions. 

Mrs.  Emery  (Poole)  asked  the  speaker  if 
she  thought  it  advisable  for  guild  branches 
to  affiliate  with  their  local  Trades  and 
Labour  Council. 

Mrs-  O'Brien  (Poole)  thought  all  societies., 
should  offer  scholarships  to  secondary 
schools  to  members’  children. 

Mrs.  Bailey  (Ringwood)  sai-1  their  mem- 
bers considered  polities  should  not  be  dis- 
cussed iu  the  guild. 

Mrs;  Toon  agreed  with  women  taking  paid 
petitions.  Regarding  politics,  she  advised 
delegates  to  remain  loyal  to  the  resolution 
passed  at  the  Derby  Congress.  Sin-  con- 
sidered affiliation  to  Trades  Councils 
advantageous. 

Mrs.  M ‘Genre  (Parkstone)  said  wherever 
possible  Gufldswomen  should  support  Co- 
operative Party  candidates. 


WOMENS  PACES. 

IT’S  BUJSiTY  PULLS  THE  STRINGS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE  AND  UNEMPLOYMENT. 


DIFFICULTIES  IN  GETTING  C.W.S.  GOODS. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  WOMENS  CRITICISMS. 


Tub  first  of  the  Guild  spring  conferences, 
the  South-Eastern  Sectional,  took  place  on 
April  12th  at  Leman-street,  when,  in  spite 
uf  the  nearness  to  Easter,  120  branches 
.sent  about  200  delegates  to  discuss  the 
question  of  unemployment  and  co-operative 
trade.  Mrs.  Layton  (Central  Committee) 
occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  Mrs. 
Pidgeoii  (sectional  secretary),  and  council 
members. 

Congratulations. 

The  opening  of  the  meeting  was  graced 
by  two  very  pleasant  resolutions  of  con- 
gratulations— one  to  Mrs.  Cottrell  upon  her 
election  to  the  directorate  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society,  an  event  which 
Mrs.  Layton  said  was  an  honour  not  only 
to  Mrs.  Cottrell  herself,  but  to  the  whole 
Guild,  who  were  delighted  to  have  at  last 
a woman  representative  upon  the  C.W.S. 
board.  The  second  resolution  was  moved 
by  Miss  C.  Webb;  and  conveyed  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  conference  to  Mr. 
William  Openshaw  upon  attaining  the 
splendid  record  of  fifty  years’  service  with 
the  C.W.S.  Miss  Webb  said  she  was  sure 
there  was  no  one  in  the  movement  with  a 
larger  heart  than  Mr.  Openshaw,  or  one 
who  more  truly  expressed  the  character  of 
a real  co-operator.  The  resolution  was 
seconded  by  Mrs.  Jo  wry,  and  carried  with 
hearty  applause,  for  all  present  realised 
that  Mr.  Openshaw  was  at  the  back  of  the 
courteous  welcome  and  attention  which 
delegates  attending  conferences  always 
received. 

Welcoming  the  delegates,  Mrs.  Layton 
said  that  amidst  all  the  dark  clouds  of 
unemployment  and  falling  trade  the  co- 
operative movement  was  weathering  the 
storm  remarkably  well.  Loyalty  was  the 
great  principle  needed  at  this  time. 

Demand  for  C.W.S.  Goods. 

Mrs.  Barton  (assistant 
secretary)  then  read  the 
paper  already  outlined  in 
our  ” Women’s  Pages.” 

A very  brisk  fire  of  ques- 
tions followed  the  read- 
ing, covering  not  so  much 
the  points  of  the  paper 
as  the  difficulties  met 
with  in  securing  C.W.S. 
productions  through  the 
stores.  Enough  evidence 
was  forthcoming  to  show 
that  when  .a  special  line 
of  goods,  sucli  as  the 
10s.  9d.  shoes,  was  suffi- 
ciently advertised  th  e 
demand  was  immediately 
so  great  that  supplies  ran 
short.  Blame  for  this 
state  of  things  was  freely 
administered  according  to  the  experiences 
of  the  speakers,  between  the  employees, 
the  local  committees,  and  the  C.W.S. 

Mrs.  Hood  asked  would  it  not  be  wiser 
to  reduce  existing  stocks  before  intro- 
ducing new  lines,  to  which  Mrs.  Burton 
replied  that  it  was  always  a question  of 
management  whether  prices  should  be 
brought  down  or  goods  made  to  meet  the 
lower  standard  of  purchasing  power, 
which,  unfortunately,  existed  owing  to 
unemployment. 

-"is.  Carr  (Harlesden)  urged  that  unem- 
ployed co-operators  should  be  used  in 
making  our  productions  before  employing 
others  not  co-operators,  the  reply  being 
'bat  this,  though  desirable  in  theory,  was 
not  easily  adjusted  in  practice.  Tt  was  not 
feasible  to  , transfer  unemployed  cc-opern- 
jor.s  from  London  to  make  boots  at 
Leicester  unless  they  knew,  the  trade. 

"rs.  Campbell  (management  committee, 
London  Society)  detailed  the  difficulties 
i management  committees  in  meeting 
neniands  for  C.W.S.  goods,  and  said  the 
'Hay  was  -ometimes  so  great  that  ” you 
Jl!  6o  cold  a long  time’’  if  von  have  to 
for  C.W.S.  cloth. 

Low  Prices  and  Shoddy. 

-^rs-  Barras  (Edmonton)  asked  was  it 
ise  to  introduce  cheap  and  shoddy  goods 
o meet  a pressing  demand. 


Mrs.  Barton  tshowed  that  a low  priced 
article  was  not  necessarily  ” shoddy,”  a 
term  which  applied  to  goods  professing  to 
be  of  a value  above  their  real  value  to  the 
consumer.  The  clieap  shoes  of  the  C.W.S. 
were  full  value  their  price  as  she  could 
testify. 

Mrs.  Wallace  (management  committee, 
West-  Willesden  Society)  urged  that  the 
main  trouble  of  falling  trade  was  due  to  the 
disloyalty  and  laxity  , of  members  in  not 
demanding  co-operative  productions.  Co- 
operators,  she  said,  ought  to  have  no  spare 
time  to  think  about  private  traders ; there 
was  so  much  they  could  do  for  iheir  own 
society.  Management  committees  and 
buyer©  were  not  to  be  envied  just  now. 
She  advised* a larger  use  of  savings  clubs 
as  a bridge  over  the  hard  times. 

This  brought  out  a valuable  discussion 
on  the  relative  merits  of  mutuality  clubs 
versus  stamp  clubs. 

Mrs.  Williams  (Willesden)  urged  that  to 
save  before  you  spend  was  a truer  follow- 
ing of  the  principles  of  the  old  Pioneers 
than  to  encourage  credit,  as  in  mutuality 
clubs. 

Mrs.  Barras  thought  that  if  members 
would  only  set  themselves  to  make  people 
understand  our  principles  they  would  ue 
doing  the  work  most  wanted  at  this  present 
time. 

Education  of  Employees. 

Mrs.  Housman  (Holborn)  thought  that 
too  little  was  done  to  train  our  employees 
in  co-operation,  and  that  much  more  should 


be  done  before  compulsion  was  attempted. 

Miss  Webb  said  that  the  education  of 
the  employees  was  a subject  she  had  urged 
for  many  years — it  was  still  an  urgent  one. 
What  was  most  needed,  she  thought,  was 
the  spirit  of  true  eo-operation  between  the 
members,  the  employees,  and  the  com- 
mittees; such  a spirit  as  that  for  which 
Mr.  Openshaw  pleaded,  not  the  spirit  of 
contention  between  these  three  sections  of 
co-operation  shown  in  some  of  the  criti- 
cisms passed  that  afternoon.  You  could 
not  make  anyone  a co-operator  in  the  real 
sense  by  compulsion. 

In  her  reply  to  the  discussion.  Mrs. 
Barton  showed  the  clear  difference  between 
mutuality  clubs  and  stamp  cards.  She  was 
feeling  much  concerned  to  know  what  pre- 
paration the  movement  was  making  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  unemployed,  who,  by 
the  time  work  revived,  would  have  been 
reduced’  to  shabbiness,  and  yet  who  could 
neither  save  now  nor  lay  down  the  money 
for  new  clothes  immediately  they  started 
work.  In  these  cases  mutuality  dubs 
seemed  to  belli,  unless  a better  plan  could 
be  found,  but  the  need  was  sure  to  arise, 
and  they  ought  to  he  ready  to  meet  it. 

A vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  Barton  and  to 
the  C.W.S.  for  their  hospitality,  and  for 
the  attractive  display  of  millinery  goods, 
blouses,  and  8s.  lid.  skirts,  was- moved  by 
Mrs.  Slade  and  seconded  by  Mrs.  Blain. 


It's  the  Woman  with  the  Basket  who  makes  the 
wheels  of  co-operative  trade  go  round. 


14 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


. ins. 


CO-OPERATORS  AND 
EUROPEAN  PROBLEMS 

Continued  from  Page  4. 


THE  MESSAGE  TO  GENOA. 

Some  more  (ljseuss'ion  ended  in  tlie  fol- 
lowin'' resolution  be ing- passed  unanimously: 

(1)  In  the  name  of  twentv-five  millions 
of  families  grouped  in  the  I *'  lts  Ce,,‘ 
tral  Committee,  meeting  m .Milan  on 
April  11  tli,  192*2,  greets  with  satisl.ieticn 
the  i onferem e cf  Genoa  as  being  Jie  Inst 

. conference  assembling  representatives  of 
nil  nations,  the  victors  as  well  as  the  \an- 
quislied,  the  former  belligerents  ms  well  as 
the  neutrals.  ‘ . „ 

(2)  This  eonfereme  shows  Hint,  at  ter 
having  tried  ether  methods,  wherein  the 
political  spirit  dominated  the  economical 
nece- sities,  it  is  now  recognised  that  the 
problems  of  the  world  crisis  can  only  he 
removed  by  special  economic  measures  <A 
an  international  nature  and  spirit. 

(3)  In  order  to  find  these,  the  nations  ot 

the  whole  world  must  put  above  selfish 
interests  the  tlos£  solidarity  of  interest's 
that  ties  them  to  each  other  and  adopt  in 
common  an  economic  programme  ot  mutual 
help.  . 

(4)  This  mutual  help  must  take  the 
form  of  granting  credits  to  those  nations 
whose  economic  activity  rind  productive 
power  have  .been  most  affected  or 
diminished,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  the 
consequences  of  the  war.  These  credits 
must  rf  course,  he  guaranteed  without 
aims ’of  domination,  of  exploitation  or 
speculation  in  the  way  of  usuiv. 

(A)  Regarding  in  particular  the  problem 
of  the  reparations,  and.  in  t more  general 
way,  that  cf  the  settlement  of  the  debts 
between  the  States,  and  in  or  lor  to  put  an 
end  to  the  economic  and  financial  in- 
stability resulting  therefrom,  it  would  he 
necessary  to  institute  a world  organism  to 
which  the  creditors  would  be  subservient 
and  wculd  guarantee  to  the  creditors  the 
punctuality  and  continuity  of  the  pay- 
ments which  a.re  indispensable  lor  the 
economic  activity,  whilst  it  would  fix.  tlio 
terms  of  payment’vf  the  others  with  regard 
to  their  capacities,  and  would  prepare  the 
removal  of  the  barrieis  established  by  the 
States  to  the  freedom  of  communication 
. and  of  the  exchange  of  goods. 

(6)  International  co-operation.  the 
efforts  of  which  tend  to  the  establishment 
of  an  organised  world  economy,  is  ready  to 
collaborate,  in  the  same  way  as  tjie  trade 
unions,  with  the  task  of  the  ^onferonce. 
Tt  is  so  much  the  better  qualified  to  afford 
this  collaboration,  bemuse  it  has  always 
placed  the  general  well-being  above  private 
interests.  It  therefore  requests  direct  re- 
: presentation  at  the  conference  of  Genoa  in 
the  same  way  as  it  asks  to  be  represented 
at  tlie  other  international  organisations. 
President  Gcedhnrt  introduced  his  own 
paper  on  “ A Co-operative  Day." 

Madame  Emmy  Freumllioh  (Austria) 
moved  a resolution  urging  the  organisation 
of  women  in  the  interests  of  propaganda. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Worley  (Great  Britain) 
seconded,  but  urged  international  co-opera- 
tive propaganda — for  instance,  since  the 
Basle  Congress  lantern  lectures  had  been 
given  all  over  England.  Women  were  well 
in  evidence  in  British  co-operation,  being  re- 
presented not  only  on  the  Co-opevative 
Union,  but  now  on  the  C.W.S.  and  the 
National  C'o-operntive  Publishing  Society. 

A point  advanced  by  M.  E.  Poisson 
(France)  was  for  a day  or'a  week  of  inter- 
national' propaganda— say  -on  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  opening  of  the  Rochdale 
Pioneers'  stores. 

Belgian  Women. 

AT.  Victor  Serwy  (Belgium),  answering 
Madame  Freundlich's  criticism  of  Latin 
countries,  said  women  in  his  country  were 
now  being  educated  politically  and  economic- 
ally. Women  were  sitting  on  governing 
bodies,  and  the  co-operators  were  calling  a 
conference  for  forming  a women’s  group. 

An  excellent  example  of  Hungarian  pro- 
paganda, as  mentioned  by  Herr  de 
Balogli,  was  the  establishment  of  a chair  of 
co-operation  in  the  university,  supported  by 
the  *'  Hangya  ” Society,  besides  which  a 
great  effort  was  being  made  to  introduce 
co-operation  into  the  secondary  schools. 

British  Propaganda. 

A word  of  warning  fell  from  Sir  Thomas 
Allen  against  joint  demonstrations  with 
Labour  and  Socialist  organisations,  where 
the  co-operative  message  became  over- 
shadowed by  other  interests. 

Week-end  and  summer  schools  were  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  R.  Stewart  (Scotland),  who 
also  mentioned  that  they  gave  prizes  to  the 
School  of  Art  in  Glasgow  to  encourage 
poster  art.  Dividend  was  good  propaganda, 
because  when  dividend  was  down  member- 
ship and  sales  were  down,  too. 

The  President  thought  it  best  to  send 
hack  the  whole  question  to  the  Central  Com- 
mittee, accepting  Madame  Freundlich' 
resolution.  Miss  Myboom,  of  his  country, 
asked  lor  the  co-operative  day  to  be  fixed 
in  the  holidays,  so  that  children  could  take 
part. 

The  meeting  agreed,  after  Herr  Fiser 
(Tchecko-Slovak)  had  mentioned  that  in 
Prague  University  they  had  co-operative 
lectures  by  Professor  ToComianz,  the  Rus- 
sian co-operative  expert. 

Technical  Equipment. 

The  Organisation  of  Technical  Study  was 
the  theme  on  which  M.  E.  Poisson  reported, 
and  expressed  the  hope  the  time  would  come 


when  they  could  institute  a bureau  of  sta- 
tistics and  information  for  scientific  research 
into  co-operative  life.  A good  step  in  this 
direction  could  be  made  now  by  centralised 
correspondence.  . 

persecution  of  Societies. 

An  old  topic,  the  Hungarian  action  taken 
against  the  General  Consumers'  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  Budapest,  was  again  intro- 
duced. The  President  said  they  had  re- 
ceived letters  from  the  Hungarian  Govern- 
ment and  other  organisations  stating  that 
they  had  not  persecuted’  the  co-operative 
society  named.  Herr  de  Balogli,  of  the 
Hangya,  Budapest,  offered  his  services  as 
mediator  if  the  society  would  submit  its 
laim?  to  the  Hungarian  General  Union  of 
Co-operatives. 

Dr.  Renner  (Austria)  said  this  workers’ 
society  had  almost  been  annihilated  -during 
the  civil  war,  and  lie  thought  the  General 
Consumers’  Society  ought  to  be  heard  to 
get  the  facts  of  the  case. 

There  were  some  pointed  criticisms  of  the 

Hangya  " by  Signor  Piitoni  (Italy)  and 
tlie  Secretary,  and  eventually  it  was  decided 
to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  facts  on 
documents  from  the  parties  concerned,  in 
lieu  of  sending  over  a deputation  to  Buda- 
pest, in  view  of  the  great  expense. 

Mr.  Iverran  (Latvia)  asked  if  the  Hun- 
garian Government  bail  refused  to  allow  a. 
deputation  previously  proposed. 

The  President : The  answer  is  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Secretary  said  they  had  received  a 
similar  reply  from  the  Polish  Government 
in  regard  to  tlie  treatment  of  i -n-operatives 
in  East  Galicia  of  the  same  nature  sis  that 
a the  Hungarian  Government,  denying 
all  the  charges  made  against  them;  and  it 
left  exactly  tlie  same  effect  on  the  commit- 
tee— they  were  not  impressed.  Tlie  con- 
gress of  co-operators  at  Lemberg  that  morn- 
ing had  sent  a resolution  cf  thinks,  carried 
with  loud  and  prolonged  applause,  for  the 
action  taken  bv  the  I.C'.A.  to  protect 
societies  against  the  action  of  tlie  Polisli 
authorities. 

The  Next  Meeting. 

The  Central  Committee  were  asked  by 
Herr  Knufmami  to  have  their  next  meeting 
at  Hamburg,  and  the  invitation  was 
accepted. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 

housemen. CLERKS.  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  fer  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
JOHN  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Mnlet-street,  London,  W.C.l. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTE 
& ALLIED  V/ORKERS-ThcN.U.D.A.W 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Readab';  " Trad:  Union 
Taper.  Published  fortnightly 
(on  titurdavi).  Price  2d., 
(ro.n  bran.h  secretaries,  or  3d. 
posl  (ree  (rom  Central  Office— 
"Oakley."  Wilmiliw  RoaJ. 

Fallnwfield.  IVlantheaer. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


Fish  and  greengrocer y.-managbh;  promis- 
ing opening  in  Industrial  district;  present  turn- 
over £70  per  week  easily  doubled  by  a live  business- 
like man,  with  thorough  knowledge  of  wet  and  dry 
Ash  anil  greengrocery;  wages  £1  ]n-r  week,  increased 
remuneration  assured  the  right  man.— Applicati 


only  Invited  from  really  capable  men.  giving  e: 
particulars  as  to  experience  in  salesmanship,  buy 


vi  rig, 


[LKESTON  Co-operative  Society  Limited-beg  to  thank 
all  applicants  for  the  positions  of  MANAGERS 
i their  Drapery  and  Butchery  Departments.  Appoi 
>>«-“  *>“•"  been  made. 

;re  Each 


inerts  have 


MANAGER  for  Tinware  Factory  of  the  Scottish 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited.  Shield- 
hall,  Covan,  Warned must  be  thoroughly  experienced 
in  all  branches  of  Iho  trade  and  acquainted 
latest  machinery.— Applications  to  lie  address 
Secretary,  S. C.W.S.  Ltd.,  95.  Morrisonsireet,  Glasgow, 
endorsed  " Tinware,"  and  to  l>«  received  not  later 
han  Saturday,  April  29ih. 


TITE  Committee  of  the  Itigham  Pi  

Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  tliank  all  applicants  lor 
the  po+tlion  of  BAKERY  MANAGER,  and  inform  them 
that  the  vacancy  has  now  been . filled. 


rpH 


Reply,  stating  age.  wage,  and  experience,  to  Secre- 
tary, Co-operative  Society,  Gnrndlflaith, 
pool,  Mon. 


THE  Peterborough  Equitable  Industrial  Co-operntiv 
Society  Lid.  Require  the  services  of  a smart 
(ximpetont  MAN  os  BRANCH  MANAGER  in  Butchery 
Deportment;  age  about  24  years;  thorough  knowledgf 
of  the  trade  in  all  branches  essential.— Applications. 
6tating  age,  experience,  and  wages  required,  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Committee,  Park-road. 


THE  Committee  of  tlie  Derwent  Valley  Co-opera- 
tive Society  beg  to  thank  nil  Iho  applicants  for 
the  post  of  DRAPERY  MANAGER,  recently  advertised, 
and  to  say  that  Mr.  Henry  Shaw  (Hmdley)  h’as  been 
appointed. 


THE  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Guildford 
Society  heg  to  thank  the  applicants  for  tlie 
vacant  post  ot  CANVASSER,  and  to  state  that  the 
post  1ms  now  been  filled. 


"^Y^ANTED,  H competent  MAN  to  take  chorgo  of  a 

V V new  Drapery,  Tailoring,  Outfitting,  and  Boot 
and  Shoe  Department;  must  be  competent  to  ineasur- 
and  fit  for  bespoke  clothing;  keen  buyrTT  and  stock 
keeper;  trade  union- wages ; good  opening  for  u sinar 
man;  none  but  competent  men  need  apply.— Appli 
cations  to  be  in  not  later  than  April  24th,'  to  Coin 
mittce,  Co-operative  Society,  Burry  Port. 

Wr ANTED,  experienced  YOUNG  LADY  to  tak. 

V V charge  of  Boots.  Draper}  , and  Outfitting 
branch  stores. — Apply,  Secretary,  Co-operative  Slu: 

Taunt  on . 

WIK7ANTED.  smart  ASSISTANT  for  Oncer}  Shop 

II  used  to  quick  trade.— Apply,  stating  age.  ex 
perience,  aud  wages  required,  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  Barmouth, 


WWTANTEU,  capable  YOUNG  LADY  for  Millinery 
II  and  Mantle  Showroom ; able  to  take  own  orders-' 
must  be  energetic  and  used  to  good  class  trade. 
Apply  in  first  instance  by  letter,  elating  age,  expe 
ence,  and  wages  required,  to 'General  .Manager,  t 
operative  Society  Ltd..  High-street.  Roche r-ter. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


BAKERS.- — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
requested  to  apply  to  W.  Baxpield,  General  Score- 
, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fect ionere,  67,  Sydney-slreef,  London,  S.W. 


AKER  and  CONFECTIONER;  single;  aged  38; 
well  up  in  bread,  cukes,  smalls,  icing,  piping ; seeks 
gopd  refs.— Box  42,  "Co-operative  News,"  M/c. 


("I  ROGER'S  ASSISTANT  Roquii 
JT  BRANCH  MANAGER  or  FIRST  HAND;  hud  12 
its'  co-operative  experience  ..leaving  present  situation 
ir;g  to  trade  depression. — Full  particulars  will  he 
lushed  on  application  to  Mr.  A.  E.  SHORTEN,  27, 
St.  Patd's-road,  Preston. 


Relief  Mission, 


JA  L.  SMITH,  Cashier,  Friei 
\ H • Vienna,  seeks  POSITION, 
nient,  end  April;  at  present  bundling  monthly  10C 
million  kroner  (£3.000),  besides  twelve  other  currencies; 
good  correspondent;  young  and  active;  highest  refer- 
•x.— Inquiries  requested,  c/o  " A.  I'.,"  22,  Station- 


Wes 


Co- 


MANAGER;  lifelong  co-operative  experience;  aged 
40;  grocery  and  provision  expert;  all-round 
knowledge  nf  co-operative  business;  10  years  with  Strat- 
ford Society  (London);  buying  experience.—"!.  B.," 
42.  Highbury  G. infer..  Seven  Kit  g-,  E -\. 
riTAILOR INC,. —CUTTER,  aged  38.  seeks  Position  as 
i CUTTER  or  CUTTER-MANAGER;  two  first-class 
London  diplomas,  "with  honours"  in  cutting  ladies' 
d gentlemen’s  garments;  London  experience;  can  cut 
■ and  organise  sub-divisional  tailoring;  two  years' 
-operative  experience.— Box  75,  " Cu-optmtive  News," 
Manchester. 


/•OUiNG  MAN  seeks  -1  l.'ITION,  utility  poultry  farm- 
L ing;  socialist  sympathies  essential.— Vivian 
iavei.1.,  Home  Farm,  sianwell,  Middlesex. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A HIGH-CLASS  BANKER'S  ROLL  DESK,  5ft.  by 
X"V  3ft.,  replica  of  presentation  desk,  to  be  sold 
heap.  We  also  supply  nil  kind-  of  OFFICE  SUP- 
LIES.— Send  your  inquiries,  The  Midland  Woodworkers, 
" tol-street,  Iliriiringhnin. 


VTTRACTIVE  ADVERTISING  nd  lib  at  Minimum 
Cost;  Correct  Display  Ix-ttering,  Mcthoil,  and 
patterns.  2s.  ,9d. ; Business  Outfit,  Letters,  Figures, 
Prepared  Wordings,  ICO  Tinted  Slips,  complete  with 
past  free.— Conway  Sign 


B 


pshury,  Buck; 

Ul! ROUGHS  ADDING  MACHINE;  elec 
hand  operation ; in  good  order;  cheap.— Ri 
76,  " Co-..|ieraiive  News,"  Manche-I.  i . 


rally 


c 


A S E Y S T R A D COLLECTIONS. 


•operative  Society,  Doncaster  £2  10  0 

Co-operative  Society,  Rushden  2 16  0 

Co-operative  Society,  Woolnston  3 13 

Co-operative  Society,  Rothwell  1 12  6 

Co-operative  Society,  Wellingborough  2 5 


Society,  Rounds  2 16 


Co-operative  Society,  Better  _ 
Co-opc-rative  Society,  Grimsby 
Co-operative  Society,  Guildford 

Co-operative  Society,  Hull  

Co-operalive  Society,  llulstoad  .... 


Acknowledged  by  Mis 
Hazel  Grove. -Stockport.  __ 

Devonshire -"clotted  cream,  the  real  thing. 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  Notional  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operativo  and  Indus- 
tr:.il  SocietyJLtd..  110,  Sidwell-slreet,  Exeter. 

I^REE'^POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
1 address;  also  particulars  of  pioney  making  spare- 
1 1,,  - ;,genc\  -10.  Hi'  monn.  8 and  9.  Snow  Hill.  _l.ni.don. 
AMSON  CtASH  CARRIER ; 7 stations;  with  or  with- 
J out  cash  desk;  in  new  condition;  for  SALE.- 
Apply,  Co-operative  Society,  37,  Main-street,  Bulwell, 
Nottingli 


PETERBOROUGH  EQUITABLE  INDUSTRIAL  CO- 
OPERATIVE SOCIETY  LTD.— We  would  like  to 
get  into  touch  with  another  society  who  aro  conducting 
successfully  a CHEMISTRY  Bt  SINESS, 
posing  to  open  a chemist's  shop, 
kindly  notify  us„ please?  , 

TWO  3-ton  " Daimler " LURRIES  for  SALE;  good 
running  order;  delivered  free  within  100  i 
offer  .vmaiderod.— 163.  Bristol-street,  Birmingham. 


/ COMPLETE.— PAPER  LETTER  CUTTING  SYS- 

£/m  TEM. — " Primo " (Dept,  B ),  27,  Clarendon- 
road.  Blackpool. 


W 


D 


D 

from  home 


ENTERTAINERS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

North-Western  Sectional 
Board  Election. 

The  Blackburn  (Amalgamated) 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

solicit  the  votes  and  support  of  Socielies  on  behalf 
of  their  Nominee, 

Mr.  James  Hopwood. 

A Co-operator  of  26  years'  standing,  lie  has  fceea 
an  aclive  member  of  ihe  Board  of  Management  lor 
a nuxiber  of  years,  and  on  the  Execulivc  of  his 
own  Trade  Union  during  the  past  twelve  years. 
A conv  ncing  and  fluent  speaker,  he  is  full  of 
enthusiasm  for  Propaganda  and  Educational  work 
in  connexion  with  the  movement,  and  has  taken 
classes  on  the  Co-operative  Union  Text-Book, 

" Indu  trial  Co-operalion  " 

He  is  in  every  respect  a real  good  man,  and  we 
confidently  request  your  support. 

JOHN  WILD  NORTH.  President. 
RIXON  HINDLE.I  Joint 
JOHN  DEWSNAP.  I Secrruiies. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Midi  under  Ideal  Trade  'Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  -1887. 

T H.  TONOE,  The  Bakery  Filter.  Pendleton. 
ANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in.  Leeds  to  DINE 
’ at-  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society's 


Quality  Is  Right.  Prices  are  Right. 
Note  the  Address;  ALBION  STREET. 


APARTMENTS. 

OUGLAS.— " Claremont,"  Loch  Promenade;  I’ri. 
Hotel  and 7 Boarding  Esfab.;  close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
ements;  tel.  "Claremont,”  Douglas.— Tariff  from 
( u.nwit  ti.  Proprietor. 


Ul'ULAS.  I.O.M.  — Mrs.  Hohnb,  late  of  Flixton  and 
7 minutes  from  boat,  most  central;  home 
terms  moderate.—"  Seacliff,"  6,  Church  rd. 
OUGLAS,  I.O.M- — Mrs-  TAYLOR  is  now  booking 
dates;  home  comforts;  prettiest  part  ol  Douglas. 

—6,  Queen'-  avenue. 

OUGLAS,  Mms  B.  Cili.ister,  " Endcliffe," 

26  Buck-road,  for  Comfortable  Apartments; 
book  early;  cable  cars  put  you  down  at  the  door; 
established  over  forty  years. 


i|X7ANT£D  at  once,  by  the  Wit 
it  and  District  Co-operative  S-eiety  Ltd.,  n tho- 
roughly capable  MAN  as  PROVISION  HAND,  and  also 
willing'  to  assist  in  grocery;  only  first -class  men  need 
apply.— Applications  stating  age  and  wage  required, 
and  name  ol  present  or  la^t  employer,  must  reach 
Office  ol  Society,  endorsed  “ Provision,"  not  later 

t han  Tuesday.  April  25th. 

'Y^YT'ASTED,  a competent  an.l  energetic  MAN  to 
T V manage  a progressing  Co-operative  Society; 
splended  opportunity  for  right  man.— Applications 
urgently  required,  with  lull  particulars  re  wago-,  ex- 
perience. and  testimonials,  not  later  than  April  24th, 
marked  President,  Towyn  and  District  Co-operative 
Society,  Towvn. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  lor  artistes 
to  R Hibbero.  66.  Great  Prescott-street,  London,  El. 

A SHOW  3VITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 
117ILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 
\\  a success.  A Hiow  built  lu  please.  P.eper- 
toire  pro.;  terms  mod.— 15,  Warwick-street,  HuLme, 
Maucbe-ster.—Tel.  1163  Central. 


'PHE  BURY  Co-operative  Society 
thank  all  Societies  who  voted  for 
their  President  (Mr.  R.  Robinson) 
at  the  last  C.W.S.  Election. 


rUPQTPD  The  CitT  ererybodT  .boold 
V-HLulLiX.  tee — ana  the  beautiful  Dee. 

Parties  nat  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheont 
— and  Teas  at  the 

C0-9PF.BATIVE  CAFE,  84,  F0BEGATE  ST. 


To  the  Societies  in  the 

NORTH-WESTERN  SECTION. 


Appointment  of  Sectional  Rcpr;s*ntativc  to 
the  North-Western  SECTIONAL  BOARD 
and  th  z CENTRAL  BOARD  ol  the  CO- 
OPERATIVE UNION. 


THE  WAlvEElEED  INDUSTRIAL 
SOCIETY  IJ  MIT  ED 

beg  to  ask  for  your  Vote  oil  behalf  of  their 
nominee 

Mr.  Thomas  Way 

A man  of  ability,  whose  wide  experience 
and  twenty  years’  OfF.cial  Service,  Edu- 
cational and  Administrative,  in  the 
Co-operative  Movement  qualify  liim  for 
the  position  sought. 

R.  Marsh,  President.  : 
H.  Bedford,  Secretary. 


YOU  ARE  NOT  nrQT  IN  DYEING 
GETTING  the  DLOI  S. 


E CLEANING 


Unless  the  L.D.W.  «re  doing  your  werk 

TTB"  C0-0PEBAT1VE  SERVICE. 

(B«it  i>  the  Country) 


LEICESTER  DVB  WORKS. 

T.l.  IKS.  Carditf.n  St.,  LEICESTER. 


THE  BABNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 

are  giving  avery  satisfaction.  This  Pro^ 
by  tlio  IncrcftseJ  Itopcat  Ordors  that  art 
comlDg  in.  If  you  have  not  jot  a Law 
logue,  please  write  lor  one. 
Manufacturers  and  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances for  “Excelda”  Cheek  Syate  . 
that  has  proved  successful  at  uarnsiej. 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT. 


CO-OPERATIVE 

MAKE.  / / 

6 

/ / 

Sold  by  fill 
Co-operativo 

/>/ 

Societies. 

6 

/A+  / 

Don't  Forget  to  i 
Ask  For  I 

/ / 

/ aod 

This  / 

nbr  / coals' 

Brand.  / 

4-  / V 

J / HOSIER! 

)/  AND 

/£/ 

/ UNDERWEAR. 

Mann/sctared  by  t'M 

WIGST0N  HOSIERS  Ltd-. 

Wlgston  (Co-oporsllv* 
Productive  boeletjl’ 

'A  PHIL  2 -2,  1022. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


Hd-YIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 


Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


if  m 
(want 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

ERVICEABLE  ,PEB0PE 
HOES  FOB 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Addreis : 8PEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL.  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 


Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


FIELDING-WOOD 


The  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


‘ X.L,"  " Eceles,"  “ Climax, " and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX” 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 

accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 


if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 


membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 


provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  and 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control. 

This  system  will  help  your  society  to  grow. 

The  National  Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  225,  Tottenham  Court  Bd.,  London,  W.l, 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

— FOR  — 

BISCUIT  MACHINERY 
AND  OVENS. 


BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH./ 
Telephone:  PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegrams  : PIONEERS,  PETERBOROUGH. 


H«d  OlEctj : K1NGSWAY  HOUSE.  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.  2.  Works:  WILLE3DZN 
JUNCTION,  LONDON.  N.W.  10.  ,nJ  PETERBOROUGH.  Brands : 70,  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW/  72.  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


-TZ>6e  Reliable  Jtome  ZDyes. 


DRUMMER 


• DYES 


: 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


| BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 

* * ■ Makers  of  Edges’  "S)oUy  5B\ue”  <§•  “ZDoUy  Qreamf 


‘0^ntr 


Is  tkc  BOOo  foi* 


b oysi^ 


| to.."] 

I Snuwr : Reliixbk.  I 
I r • Best  Value  : 'ft 

U . ...  ...  ,M.J.  L.A. U 


71  w-w-w-AW*  by  the 

CromptoaBoorAivuifed?^1 
3rO*  I & U.  W’ arks , 


Che  ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 


Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 


Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 


The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 


Hialey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Ox'ord  Shirtings,  Grandreltes,  Flannelette, 
Silesian,  Linenettcs,  Lustres,  & Silketcn  Linings ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : Notional,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pll!nr.  Tel.:  National,  Manchester.3010. 


Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 


FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington  ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Cnlcheth  Hall, 

Notvchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lane 3. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 


Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perjed  in  Quality.  : : : : Moderate  in  Price. 


MANUT ACTVRED  BY 


Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 


Bee  Hive  Works.  Droylsdcn. 


WANTED,  All  Co-operators  £ 


Trade  Unionists 


to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 


‘Self "Help  Br*“d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  8tampcd.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD,  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 


Sewing  Bilks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Bool-Oloslng 
Twist.  TaUors  Button-Holo  Twist,  <fcc.  Bindings 
Boot- Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scetlish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 


Makers  ol  the  Ltd,” 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoe, 


Tho  Daintiest  end  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stomped  with  the  Trado  Union  Stamp, 


EQUITY  WORKS,  We*?®,,n 


- Leicester. 

Branch  Warehouse : 8.  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  Ms  Cloths 


can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 


Woodhouse  M ils,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 


Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 


Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Rcgd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


M 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

— AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPERATrVK 
BRAND  


MEN'S 

BOOTS 


A GUAKANTKK 
OP  quality 

and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


“ 1 & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


Pela  w Polish 


STILL  SHINING. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE 


Secures  IMMEDIATE  BENEFIT  in  the 
case  of  INDUSTRIAL  ASSURANCE.  : : 


April  22,  19^1 


Pastimes  are  Catered  for  by 

C.W.S.  Sports  Department 

Thoroughly  Comprehensive. 


Cleaning 


C.W.S.  CONCENTRATED  SIZE 
in  *lb.  and  tlb.  Packets. 

PELAW  LIQUID  METAL  POLISH. 

C.W.S.  BRUSHES. 

C.W.S.  PAINTS  and  VARNISHES. 

C.W.S.  PAILS  FROM  DUDLEY. 

□CD 

Look  Round  the  Stores  and 
insist  on  being  supplied  with 

C.W.S.  SOAPS, 

and  every  other  article  for 
spring  cleaning  from  the  C.W.S. 


caxoaxnxi 


GET  ON  THE  ROAD 

with  a 

FEDERATION’ CYCLE 


□□□□CTjDDCTIP 


ORDER  YOUR 

C.W.S.  50s.  SUIT 

NOW 

The  C.W.S.  TWEED  SKIRT 

is  still  selling  at  8s.  lid. 


Printed  *&d  Pubttabcd  by  Uu  Nmosu.  Co-ontumi  EcuuaiSO  Boom  Lnum>,  *1  Umv  Office*,  Loo*  MiDgei?, ' E*ncL«t'r.— Saturday,  April  VsA,  1922. 
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New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  Aprie  29,  1922. 


“BELMONT” 

— JAP  SILK 

BLOUSES. 


This  is  an  Exceptional  Offer ; 
never  before  has  such  remarkable 
value  been  offered  by  the  C.W,S. 
at  such  a price. 


Only  a 


, limited  number 
members 
should  ask  at  once  at 
their  Stores,  and 
managers  should  get 
supplies  in  at  once  to 
to  meet  the  inquiries 
that  are  arising  for  the 


“BELMONT" 

BLOUSE 

In  10  MOMME  JAP  SILK. 
FIRST  CHOICE. 


These  Blouses  are  made  in  most  fashion- 
able design,  and  finished  in  a faultless 
way  at  the  C.W.S.  Belmont  Blouse  Works 
at  Birmingham.  They  are  now  offered  at 


BIG 

Ladies’  ordinary  sizes, 
and 

10/11 

Out  sizes. 


hese  prices  are  far  below  the 
quotations  at  which  similar  Jap 
I houses  have  been  advertised 
?, sewhere  by  other  makers.  - 
Mence  the  declaration  that  the 

“BELMONT" 

BLOUSE 

hould  be  shown  and  sold  at  every 
*°.re  'v^ere  the  Co-operators  are 

tously  desirous  of  reaching 
Public  with  goods  of  sterling 
Ue  at  prices  which  will 
command  the  trade. 


DIDDLING  THE 

TAXPAYER. 

HOW  SUGAR  INTERESTS  SEEK  TO 
ADD  TO  OUR  BURDENS. 

C.W.S.  IN  THE  FRAY. 

Ix  a recent  issue  w>a  drew  attention  to  tlie 
unfair  tax  upon  sugar,  and  the  fact  that  the 
Government  propose  to  take  steps  to  in- 
crease the  subsidy  on  British-grown  hcojt 
sugar  from  6s.  2)jd.  to  25s.  7S;d.  pev*  ewe, 
thus  increasing  the  heavy  weight  the  tax- 
payer lias  to  bear  in  regard  to  this  necessary 
commodity. 

The  C.W.§>.  are  making  strenuous  efforts 
to  prevent  the  infliction  of  this  additional 
burden,  and  co-operators  individually  and 
collectively  should  utilisa  every  means  in 
their  power  to  help  in  the  fight. 

The  directors  have  issued  a circular  to  all 
societies  explaining  in  detail  what  the 
Government's  proposals  mean  to  the  con- 
sumed. They  point" out  that  there  are  two 
beet  sugar  factories  in  England — one  at 
Cantley,  near  Norwich,  and  the  other  at 
Kelham,  near  Newark. 

Government  Subsidies. 

The  Cantley  factory  was  established  in 
1912,  mainly  by  Dutch  interests.  It  closed 
down  in  1915,  re-opened  in  1920,  and  now 
enjoys  relief  of  2s.  4d.  per  ewt.  surtax  and 
3s.  lOjjd.  preference  (subsidy),  equalling 
6s.  2£d.  altogether. 

The  position  at  Kelham  is  different.  I11 
addition  to  receiving  the  same  surtax  and 
preference  (subsidy)  as  Cantley,  the  Govern- 
ment has  provided  half  the  first  capital,  upon 
which  it  does  not  charge  interest,  £125  000 
on  second  mortgage,  and  guarantees  5 per 
cent.  inte,rje<st  on  subscribed  capital  up  to 
April  1st,  1930. 

As  the  result  of  agitation  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  (Sir  Arthur  Griflith-Boscawen.) 
announced  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
March  30th,  that  the  Government  had  de- 
cided that,  in  view  of  the  exceptional  circum- 
stances of  this  new  industry,  no  excise  duty 
should  be  charged  on  home-grown  sugar. 

Burden  on  the  Taxpayer. 

That  proposal,  says  the  circular,  should 
be  fought  tooth  and  nail  by  all  taxpayers. 
■Whatever  is  given  to  Kelham  must  also  be 
given  to  Cantley;  yet,  if  reports  are  correct, 
Cantley  with  the  aid  of  the  subsidy  of 
6s.  2$d.  per  ewt..  has  made  a profit  on  the 
working  of  season  1921-22.  Why  should 
their  shareholders,  whether  Dutch  or  Eng- 
lish, be  presented  with  19s.  5d.  per  ewt. 
additional? 

English  refiners  at  present  buy  raw 
sugar  in  Cuba,  bring  it  to  England,  refine 
it,  and  sell  it  at*  the  refinery  door,  less 
tax,  at  21s.  5d.,  or  4s.  2d.  per  ewt.  less 
than  the  subsidy  proposed  for  Ke.ham  and 
Cantley. 

And  the  West  Indies. 

British  West  Indian -planters  also  want  a 
bigger  subsidy.  The  present  tax  on  fully 
.refined  sugar  is  25s.  8d.  per  ewt.,  and  since 
September,  1919,  one-sixtli  of  this  amount, 
say  4s.  3jd.,  lias  been  allowed  as  preference 
on  imported  Empire-grown  refined.  The 
West  Indian  sugar  interests  want  this  pre- 
ference (subsidy)  to  be  increased  to  one- 
third,  or  from  4s.  3$d.  to  8s.  6|d. 

The  “ Economist  ” says: — 

“ The  West  Indian  planters  and  a sec- 
tion of  the  British  farmers  are  thus  seek- 
ing from  different  angles,  but  in  their  own 

interests,  to  preserve  the  tax  on  sugar 

with  such  a decided  preference  to  them- 
selves as  will  secure  the  advantage  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  consumer. 

“ The  adroitness  of  the  combination  has, 

fr^ntinued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


DOPE  IN  THE  PAY- 

PACKET. 

A MANCHESTER  PAPER'S  METHOD. 

A Manchester  newspaper  has  been 
indulging  in  intensive  propaganda  to  prove 
to  its  advertisers  how  valuable  its  space  is. 

Employees  of  the  concern,  on  opening 
their  wage  packets  the  other  day,  found  a 
little  slip  of  paper  enclosed.  Excitement 
ran  high  for  the  moment.  What  was  it? 
An  intimation  of  a rise  in  pay?  Notice  of 
a reduction?  The  sack?  None  of  these, 
things — only  a friendly  w6rd  or  two  from 
the  management  or  whoever  does  the 
paying.  The  little  printed  slip  read : — 

We  are  getting  a valuable  advertising 

contract  from  Messrs.  , the  tea 

people.  Naturally,  we  want  to  show 

that  advertising  in  our  paper  pays  them. 
Therefore,  your  kind  assistance  in  buying 

’s  Tea,  and  getting  your  friends  to 

do  so,  will  be  appreciated.  The  special 

line  they  are  advertising  is at  . 

You  can  get  this  tea  from  your  usual 
grocer. 

Perhaps,  of  course,  the  issue  of  the  slips 
for  insertion  in  the  pay-packet  was  due  to 
a brain-wave  in  the  advertising  department 

of  “ Messrs.  , the  tea  people  ” ; but 

even  then  the  employees  of  “ Messrs.  , 

the  newspaper  people,”  ought  not  to  be 
disturbed  by  these  documents  when  they 
ought  to  be  engaged  in  the  engrossing 
business  of  counting  the  contents  of  their 
pay-packets.  The  newspaper  might  get  an 
adverHrttftg  contract^ fivflft  :!.v  Ifotl  Royce 
people  or  the  Cash  Register  makers,  or  the 
blenders  of  ‘‘  Johnny  Walker.”  and  it 
would  disturb  the  domestic  harmonies  if 
their  employees  followed  the  firm’s  hint  to 
buck  up  and  ©how  that  it  ready  paid  these 
firms  to  advertise  in  their  papers. 

Presumably,  the  employees  see  their  own 
paper  and  see-  the  advertisements  it  con- 
tains, but  even  if  they  do  not,  the  form  of 
advertising  resorted' to  by  their  employers 

and  “ Messrs.  , the  tea  people,''  ought 

to  be  resented. 


CHOOSE ! 


) LHUUb 

1 "i ...  . ... 1,  — 


" Less  than  a week  remains  for  the  tax- 
payers to  compel  the  Government  to  yield  to 
their  demand  that  the  INCOME  TAX 
must  be  reduced." — The  Daily  Mail. 

" No  effort  should  be  spared  by  tax- 
payers to  compel  the  Government  to  yield  to 
the  demand  that  the  FOOD  • TAXES 
must  be  reduced.” 

— The  Co  operative  News. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

however,  been  observed  by  the  co-operative 
movement.” 

How  does,  this  protectionist  policy  affect 
the  British  taxpayer  and  consumer?  If 
Kelham  and  Cantley  received  a subsidy  of 
25s.  7d.  per  ewt.,  the  British  West  Indie© 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  8s.  6id.  per  ewt. 
Whatever  is  giveiuvill  not  make  any  differ- 
ence in  the  retail  price  of  sugar. 

Consumers  will  pay  the  same  for  sub- 
sidised as  for  non-subsidised  sugar. 
Sugar  interests  receive  4he  subsidies.  The 
British  taxpayer  pays  the  money. 
Co-operators  must  use  all  their  political 
power  to  stop  this  iniquity. 


Further  contributions  to  the  James  Deans 
Testimonial  Fund  bring  the  fund  up  this 
week  to  £951. 

" Once  again  I have  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  as  this 
month’s  ‘Millgate.’" — A literary  and 
educational  authority. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspjp^r. 

CLAMOURING  FOR 

TRADE. 

BUT  NEARLY  A MILLION  TO  BE  ] 
LOCKED  OUT. 

ENGINEERING  TROUBLE  AND 

COTTON  PEACE. 

[“Co-operative  News”  Special.] 

A settlement  has  been  arrived  it  between 
the  employees  and  the  operatives  in  iiio 
cotton  trade.  Documents  were  signed  on 
Tuesday  which  fix  the  wages  for  the  workers 
lor  a year  at  least. 

It  is  a serious  matter  for  the  operatives. 
With  the  first  week  in  May  they  are  to  have 
a reduction  of  3s.  3d.  in  the  pound  in  their 
wages,  and  in  November  they  are  to  drop 
another  lOd.  in  the  pound,  so  that  bv  the 
end  of  the  year  they  will  have  come  down 
by  4s.  Id.  in  the  pound.  It  is  no  trifling  re- 
duction, and  the  men’s  reluctance  to  agree 
to  it  can  well  be  understood.  The  negotia- 
tions were  protracted  chiefly  because  of  the 
unreasonable  demands  of  the  masters  to 
begin  with  and  because  of  their  unreason- 
able attitude  all  through  which  threatened 
to  wreck  the  negotiations  and  do  grave 
harm  to  the  whole  trade. 

By  the  settlement  a great  load  has  been 
lifted  off  tlie  public  mind  because  nearly 
lialf-a-million  operatives  will  now  remain  at 
work.  That  is  something  to  be  grateful  for. 

The  Engineering  Trouble. 

In  the  engineering  rudu.sj-y  negotiations 
have  come  to  a deadlock.  Notices  have  been 
issued  which  affect  forty-seven  unions 
besides  the  A.E.U. ; and,  unless  some  unex- 
pected change  comes,  next  week  will  find 
600,000  more  men  out  of  work,  and  another 
great  industry  at  a standstill.  Already 
there  are  250,000  locked  cut  over  the 
dispute. 

Tli©  question  at  issue  is  one  of  principle. 
The  employers  claim  the  sole  right  to  say 
whether  any  clmnge  they  make  is  a material 
change  in  the  conditions  of  employment,  'f  ho 
unions  claim  that  neither  they  nor  the  em- 
ployers have  that  right,  but  that  it  is  n jues- 
tion  to  be  decided  by  master©  and  men  in 
consultation.  The  employers  have  not 
changed  fheir  attitude- on  the  key  question 
since  the  dispute  began— although  they  suc- 
ceeded in  averting  division  between  the 
unions  involved. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  bring  the 
Government’s  machinery  into  operation ; 
but,  as  the  “ Labour  Monthly”  points  out, 
the  machinery  of  the  Industrial  Courts  Acts 
is  intended  to  stop  strikes,  not  to  stop 
lock-outs.  The  Minister  of  Labour  has  cuine 
on  the  scene;  but  whatever  may  happen 
before  the  end  of  the  week,  the  prosp  i t is 
one  of  extreme  gravity.  It  will  be  ex- 
tremely grave  for  the  Ministry  if  no  effort 
be  made  to  hold  an  independent  inquiry— 
os  they  are  being  pressed  to  do.  The 
outlook  for  the  country,  however,  is  u 
much  more  serious  matter. 

Attacking  Trade  Unionism. 

The  enormous  amount  of  unemployment 
during  the  past  year  and  more  lias  diraux-d 
the  union  funds  seriously ; and  that,  more 
than  anything  else,  has  prompted  the  em- 
ployers to  take  the  automatic  line  they  have 
taken.  The  employers  in  the  engineering 
t-rade  have  chosen  their  own  time  to  fight 
the  engineering  unions  and  the  other 
unions  affected  by  their  cast-iron  rule. 
Whether  they  win  or  not  remain©  to 
be  seen;  but  a lock-out,  even  If  it 
be  speedily  ended,  will  do  immeasurable  harm 
to  the  country,  which  is  gasping  for  trade 
with  industrial  peao?.  Others  nil]  be  thrown 
out  of  work;  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed 
will  be  .augmented,  the  masses  will  become 
further  impoverished,  and  their  decreased 
purchasing  power  will,  if  the  lock-out  be 
persisted  in,  re-act  upon  shop-i.  warehouses, 
and  factories  increasing  luirclship  and  unem- 
ployment still  farther. 

Co-operative  societies  will  be  faced  with 
fresh  difficulties  while  these  conditions  last; 
but  every  effort  must  be  made  by  co-opera- 
tors to  turn  every  penny  they  can  into  the 
store©,  so  that  the  movement  may  not  suffer 
by  the  further  injury  which  capitalism  is 
doing  to  industry. 
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THE  CO.-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


' 


STRUGGLING  TOWARDS  REASON. 

HOPES  OF  EUROPEAN  STABILITY  BEING  RESTORED. 

A CLEAN  SLATE  NEEDED. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONERS. 


Must  of  the  progressive  week-end  papers 
and  reviews,  commenting  on  the  proceedings 
at  the  Genoa  Conference,  emphasised  points 
upon  which  the  “Co-operative  News”  laid 
stress  last  week.  They  have  pointed  out, 
as  the  “ News  ” did,  that  other  nations  repre- 
sented at  Genoa  had  made  agreements  among 
themselves,  that  Russia  and  Germany  had 
been  excluded  from  the  League  of  Nations, 
that  the  existing  pacts — and  pacts  which  some 
of  the  representatives  are  committed  to  although 
the  documents  are  not  yet  signed — were  suffi- 
cient to  prompt  Russia  and  Germany  to  come 
to  an  agreement- with  one  another. 

.So  it  happens  that  the  event  of  last  week 
which  was  half-expected  to  bring  the  whole 
conference  to  an  untimely  end  has  been  the 
chief  factor  in  bringing  the-delegates  at  Genoa, 
and  their  Governments,  back  to  reason.  The 
whole  original  conception  of  the  Genoa  gather- 
ing was  highly  co-operative.  Political  ex- 
pediency, not  as  regards  nations  but  as  regards 
individuals  representing  nations,  caused  the 
original  conception  to  be  altered  and,  till 
what'  was  called  the  “ Russo-German  Bomb- 
shell ” fell  into  Genoa,  the  spirit  uppermost 
was  highly  competitive,  and  there  was  an 
entire  lack  of  any  co-operative  tendency. 

Stage  Thunder. 

The  Russo-German  treaty  created  some 
excitement  and  a good  deal  of  stage  thunder. 
The  Prime  Minister,  as  he  did  when  he  heard 
that  Sir  George  Younger  had  blocked  the 
February  election  scheme,  and  when  he  heard 
of  several  serious  labour  disputes,  wanted  to 
know  “ Why  was  I not  told.”  The  “ Nation  ” 
says  it  was  known  all  over  London  in  the  week 
before  Easter  that  the  Russians  and  the 
Germans  were  negotiating  a treaty,  and  it 
told  its  readers  so  in  its  issue  before  the  treaty 
was  announced.  The  German  representatives 
at  Genoa  say  that  three  requests  for  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Lloyd  George  were  made  in  the 
week  previous  to  the  announcement  of  the 
treaty ; but  the  requests  were  each  refused. 
The  treaty  was  announced  and  published  as 
soon  as  it  was  signed  ; and  that,  at  least,  is 
a step  nearer  open  diplomacy  and  an  improve- 
ment on  the  secret  treaties. 

Such  notable  commentators  as  Mr.  J.  L. 
Gavin  of  the  “ Observer  ” and  Mr.  Crawford 
Price  of  the  " Sunday  Times  ” — both  of  whom 
are  on  the  spot — seem  to  expect  that  the  agree- 
ment which  Russia  and  Germany  have  come 
to  as  between  themselves  will  probably  be 
the  model  of  an  agreement  come  to  by  all  the 
nations  represented  at  Genoa.  In  view  of  the 
denunciation  of  the  secrecy  with  which  Russia 
and  Germany  conducted  their  negotiations 
till  their  task  was  carried  through,  it  has  been 
pointed  out  by  other  British  jpurnalists  at 
the  conference  that  instead  of  being  a con- 
ference of  Europcau  nations,  Gertba  had  degene- 
rated into  another  edition  of  the  Peace  Con- 
ference neutrals  who  are  as  much  concerned 
in  the  rehabilitation  of  Europe  as  any  other 
States  were  virtually  ignored  ; the  Allies — 
and  not  all  the  Allies,  but  the  Big  Four — had 
taken  the  saddle. 

The  most  hopeful  sign,  so  far  as  can  be 
judged  by  the  statements  of  the  correspondents 
we  have  mentioned,  is  that  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
recognises  that  Russia  and  Germany  have 
taken  a course  which  all  the  nations  must, 
follow.  While  some  of  the  intransigeants 
wanted  Germany  shut  out  of  the  conference 
for  good,  Mr.  Lloyd  George  concluded  that 
the  whole  situation  would  be  fairly  met  if 
Germany,  having  made  her  own  bargain 
with  Russia,  would  absent  herself  from  the 
sittings  of  the  commissions  at  which  the  other 
nations  made  their  bargain  with  Russia. 
Germany,  satisfied  with  her  own  arrangements 
with  Russia,  thought  that  quite  fair . and 
annoyed  the  " Daily  Mail  ” bv  agreeing.  The 
Allies  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Russia  owed 
them  1,500  millions.  Russia  went  into  the 
•figures  and  produced  a bill  against  the  Allies 
which  showed  them  to  be  in  her  debt.  Both 
bills  were  absurd,  and  both  parties  to  the 
discussion  agreed  to  forget  those  figures  and 
try  again. 

Cal!  it  " Quits." 

Russia  and  Germany  both  recognised  that 
each  owed  the  other  money  that  neither  could 
pay;  and  in  these  circumstances  both  agreed 
that  neither  owed  the  other  anything.  What 
earthly  hope  have  we  of  getting  what  the  other 
Allies  owe  us  or  of  getting  even  the  interest 
on  the  debt  ? Not  the  slightest  of  hopes. 


America  has  some  hope  of  getting  at  least  the 
interest  on  what  we  owe  her ; but  no  hope  of 
getting  anything  out  of  our  Allies.  The 
Allies,  including  Great  Britain,  still  have  some 
hope  of  getting  something  out  of  the  enemy 
nations:  but  it  is  very  slight,  and  what  they 
get  will  be  very  much  less  than  what  they 
pretend  to  expect  they  can  get.  These  are 
the  facts  the  nations  have  got  to  face,  and 
they  have  to  settle  at  Genoa  what  they  are 
all  going  to  do  to  meet  the  situation.  To 
carry  on  bad  debts  as  if  they  were  realisable  is 
to  waste  time  and  money  ; and  the  statesmen 
at  the  conference  will  probabty  have  to  say 
to  one  another : If  we  cannot  pay  there  is  no 
use  in  pretending  that  we  can  and,  like  Russia 
and  Germany,  we  had  better  wipe  the  slate 
and  make  a fresh  start  with  the  bitter  lesson 
in  our  minds. 

If  this  were  done,  the  Russo-German  treaty 
would  vanish  in  the  general  agreement.  It 
is  authoritatively  denied  by  German  delegates 
and  by  British  journalists  that  there  is  any 
military  alliance  between  Russia  and  Germany. 
The  treaty  is  an  economic  treaty.  A general 
agreement  among  the  nations  to  recognise  that 
all  are  bankrupt,  and  to  recognise  that  sectional 
alliances  and  pacts  are  detrimental  to  the 
common  good,  and  that  only  complete  inter- 
national co-operation  can  pull  the  world 
ound  again,  is  the  only  sort  of  agreement 
hat  will  save  Europe  and  bring  us  all  back 
o normality. 


CUT  PUBLIC  EXPENDITURE. 

ABSURD  POST-WAR  EXTRAVAGANCES. 


WHY  THE  TAXPAYER  IS  BURDENED. 

“ CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


Theke  is  a demand  for  relief  from  high 
taxation.  The  object  of  this  paper  is  simple  . 
to  emphasise  the  obvious  fact  that  such  a 
result  depends  on  a reduced  expenditure 
During  the  war,  yes,  and  after  the  war,  we 
have  had  such  a rise  of  expenditure  that 
sometimes  we  despair  of  seeing  it  again 
within  reasonable  dimensions.  It  must  be 
confessed  that  the  difficulties  of  after-war 
times  have  been  great ; but  it  is  also  true 
that  expenditure  depends  on  policy,  and  the 
policy  which  has  been  adopted  has  been  in 
part  unwise,  and  in  large  part  shamefully 
prodigal  and  ineffective.  Much  which  ii 
being  discussed  at  Genoa  to-day  ought  to 
have  been  settled  two  or  three  years  ago. 
Now,  three-and-a-half  years  after  the  Armis- 
tice, with  all  the  thousands  of  unemployed 
in  this  country,  men  of  all  parties  are  crying 
out  for  relief.  If  we  are  to  recover  from  the 
ruins  of  war,  our  factories  to  hum,  nud 
ships  to  sail  again,  we  must  retrench.  That 
is  the  only  way  to  gain  relief  from  hug" 
taxation. 

Present  Extravagance. 

Our  expenditure  in  1920-21  was 
£1,195,000,000;  for  1921-22  (the  year  which 
closed  with  March)  it  was  about 
£1,150,000,000;  and  the  estimates  for 
1922-23,  with  the  usual  charges  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  for  the  Debt  and  other 
smaller  matters,  will  prove  to  be  over 
£900,000,000.  We  must  recognise  that  this 


WATCH  THAT  BUDGET! 


P.O.  SURPLUS  SHOULD  NOT  RELIEVE  INCOME  TAX. 
REDUCED  FOOD  TAXES  A FIRST  CLAIM. 


BY  MYLES  LONG. 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  come 
back  from  Genoa  in  time  to  give  a week’s 
thought  to  the  Budget  lie  is  to  present  to 
Parliament  next  week. 

W e have  to  watch  that  Budget  very  care- 
fully ; and  any  friends  of  the  masses  who  are 
in  Parliament  must  watc-h  it  carefully  too. 

Influences  to  which  the  Government  has 
almost  invariably  succumbed  have  been 
moving  heaven  and  earth  for  weeks  to  secure 
a reduction  of  a shilling,  or  two,  or  three 
shillings  in  the  Income  Tax.  They  are  going 
to  fight  about  it.  They  do  not  say  tls?v  will 
take  “ direct"  action,  but  they  are  bent  on 
"definite”  action  to  bring  the  Income  Tax 
down  by  at  least  one  shilling  m the  £. 

There  are  other  influences  at  work.  Some 
want  cheaper  beer,  cheaper  whisky,  cheaper 
wine,  and  cheaper  tobacco,  lake  the  Ijire-mo 
Tax  Payers’  Society  they  don’t  c-are  where 
the  reduction  comes  from  so  long  as  they  got 
it.  Others  grlimble  at  the  amount  of  the 
tax  on  guns,  some  want  a reduction  in  motor 
car  license  duty,  entertainment  caterers, 
and.  no  doubt,  the  eiileruiinuient-g.img 
public  want  the  abolition  of  the  .entertain- 
ments tax.  Big  Business  wants  the  abolition 
of  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax,  and  wants 
also  a reduction  or  an  easement  of  the  Super 
Tax. 

The  biggest  interest  of  all  is  the  interest 
of  the  consumer  cf  food  and  the  user  of 
public  services;  but  these  interests  are  pro- 
bably the  most  apathetic-  regarding  the  com- 
ing Budget,  and  they  will  suffer  if  they  do 
not  wake  up. 

Those  who  are  most  clamant  in  their  own 
interests  seem  to  have  earmarked,  for  their 
own,  special  benefit,  the  big  surplus  that  the 
Post  Office  shows.  That  surplus  is  due  to 
the  absurd-  increases  previously  made  in 
charges  for  postage,  telegrams,  and 
telephones. 

The  Post-  Office  Surplus. 

The?  people  who  use  these  services  have 
overpaid  for  them  to  the  extent  of  the  sur- 
plus; and  it  is  an  old-standing  co-operative 
rule  that  when  a society  shows  a surplus  in 
its  trade  account  the  surplus  is  divided 
among  those  who  create  it.  The  Post  Office 
surplus  should  go  to  tlie  people  who  create  it. 
by  using  the  services  of  the  Post  Office,  and 
it  should  go  to  tlie  public  in  the  form  of  re- 
duced charges  for  the  future  use  of  these 
services.  The  services  are  used  by  the 
masses  of  the  people.  The  Income  Tax 
payers  are  a small  minority  of  the  people. 
They  have  no  right  to  be  relieved  of  their 


taxe«s  by  profits  made  out  of  a public  which 
is  overcharged.  It  is  anticipated  that  half 
of  the  surplus  will  go  to  reduce  some  of  the 
Post  Office  charges,  and  half  to  the  Chan- 
cellor's use  to  balance  his  Budget — and  per- 
haps to  the  relief  of  the  taxpayer.  Even 
that  compromise  should  be  opposed.  The 
use  of  the  whole  surplus  for  the  reduction  of 
Post  Offices  charges  for  its  services  would 
mpnn  more  correspondence,  more  telegraph- 
ing, and  more  telephoning;  an  extension  of 
the  social  spirit  among  the  people,  a stimulus 
to  trade,  and  a relief  all  round. 

If  there  is  to  be  any  reduction  of  taxes, 
the  consumer  of  food  lias  the  first  claim. 
Food  taxes  should  be  reduced  before  any 
other.  The  sugar  scandal,  exposed  in  the 
striking  circular  from  the  CAY  S.,  should  lie 
impressed  upon  the  minds  of  every  Member 
of  Parliament  who  has  a working-class  con- 
stituency to  face.  People  must  not  measure 
the  amount  of  the  sugar  tax  by  the  amount 
of  sugar  they  use  for  their  tea  or  their  pud- 
dings at  the  domestic  table.  Sugar  enters 
into  so  many  articles  of  common  use,  neics- 
Snry  vise,  that  the  sugar  tax  is  an  overpower- 
ing burden  upon  all,  and  especially  upon  the 
ordinary  working  man  and  womou and  i lie 
representatives  of  that  class  in  Parliament 
ought  to  be  pressed  to  put  up  a vigorous 
light  on  that  point.  The  Tea  Tax  is  another 
iniquity  that  should  be  cut  down,  if  there  is 
any  money  to  spare  before  the  relief  of  the 
Income  Tax  payer  is  considered. 

It  is  up  to  the  representatives  of  the 
working  classes  to  relieve  food  from  taxation 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  and  before 
income  is  relieved. 

Besides  all  this,  co-operative  sentinels 
must  be  on  the  alert  so  as  to  prevent  the 
re-imposition  of  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax 
upon  mutual  trading  between  co-operators. 
On  that  score  something  more  may  have  to 
be  said  when  the  Chancellor's  intentions  are 
revealed. 


The  Staines  Society  has  adopted  a resolu- 
tion tlrnt  it  be  a condition  of  employment 
that  all  employees  belong  to  a trade  union. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  and  Mr.  Mark  Clear  are 
representing  the  co-operative  movement  on 
the  League  of  Nations'  Union,  whose  head- 
quarters are  at  Grosvenor  Crescent,  Tendon. 

The  " Mitigate  Monthly  " is  "one  of  the 
mest  delightful  publications  tliat  any 
thoughtful  man  or  woman  could  possibly 
subscribe  to."  — “ The  New  Zealand 
Co-operator.’* 


last  estimate  is  undoubtedly  . 

than  the  years  preceding : but  ne 
remember  also  that  wlint  u evervb.xb'a 
ness  is  apt  to  become  nobodv\  businev 
we  do  not  worry  the  Ohftiiii'llur  ,j. 
chequer,  and  worry  our  local  Meml.Jr,  l 
this  matter,  we  shall  get  less  relief  tin 
might  secure.  The  point  of  tin,  r,.lll;it[ 
be  seen  as  follows.  Our  total  cx|viu)uu^ 
1913-14,  the  last  year  before  |||PV,  „ , 
£197.000,000.  Now,  in  the  fourth  ym’,| 
the  war,  it  is  proposed  tliut  h ,|la|.  ! 
£900,000,000,  or  nearly  live  times  a*  u 
Let  it  be  admitted  that  we  hnv?  ml,,, 
large  burdens  from  the  war,  mlIih,  ju. 

Charges  — pre-war  £33,000.000;  & 

£345,000,000,  and  Pensions,  l0ngh| 

£90,000,000;  and  so  far  tlies-  w ill 
largely  increased  expenditure  Hut  there 
a little  on  the  other  side-  a •••.  lor  inMaD 
the  German  Navy,  the  great  nicnnc*  is  m 
existent,  and,  surely,  a Navy  even  mull 
than  the  pre-war  one  should  lie  sulfide 
now.  That  brings  us  to  voted  service,,  f 
provision  for  which  depends  on  the  Hoim 
Commons  every  year.  Here,  then  is|io,rt 
stand  this  year  respecting  that:—  ‘A 
1913-14  1922-3  (Ustinu',. 

£ t 

Army  28,346,000  ...  58, 30)10] 

Navy  48,833,000  ...  t»4.KSI,7i 

Air  . 18  iii.i; 

Civil  Services  82,991,000  . 387,1114! 

Total  ...  £160,170,000  ...  L.528.909,0' 

From  the  Civil  Service  estimate',  for 
good  comparison,  we  should  now  deduct  A 
£90,000,000  for  Pensions  for  1022-23.  That 
leaves  them  at  £290,000,000  ns  again 
£82,000,000  in  1913-14,  or  tin ee-nnd-a-lu 
times  as  much.  It  should  he  observed  t’i 
the  £18,000.000  for  Air  Servo  us  is  u nt< 
after-war  charge,  and  so  wo  mny  »<: 
together  the  charges  for  Fighting  Service 
pre-war  and  post-war'  each,  nnd 
£73,000,000  for  1913-14,  compared  til 
£141,000,000  now,  or  twice  ns  nna'i.  InlH 
charges  for  Civil  Services,  in  addition  to  U 
£90,000,000  for  Military  Pensions,  «e 
now  many  charges  arising  out  of  • •»  -iih 
ing  war,  such  as  railway  ccunpt$| 
grants  to  coal  mines,  grnnt,  foi*  export 
credits,  &c.  Now,  let  it  he  |*oud»rt< 
seriously  that  this  ie  the  result  after  >'< 
agitation  over  the  Geddes  (Axe)  ('oiinuiUW 
The  Washington  Conference!  on  Di-.irniam** 
was  held  and  boomed,  peace  is  a i vory  |«i 
tical  lip,  but  our  own  voted  i 4mrgc'  nre  .* 
threc-and-a-iialf  times  wlmt  they  ucreW®* 
the  war;  and  our  expenditure  on  ;■  r mameJ 
will  he  twice  what  it  was. 


wnrlft 

<■  E|*' 
Her  l* 


Too  Warlike. 

The  fact  is  our  policy  is  still 
It  has  not  been  enough  that 
£100,000,000  at  least  in  Husdi 
war:  for  we  are  still  spending,  • i 
on  the  German  Rhineland,  in  MeM>|i|l,,l™’*i 
in  Eg^'pt,  and  even  in  Pale'Dne;  hut 
greatest  difficulty  arises  from  our 
services,  which  have  resisted  e'e" 
C*?dd?s  recommendations,  in  part  Mll<< 

fully.  Allow  largely,  35  per  M Hi  "W 

high  prices  still,  and  oiir  expenditure  o 
large  yet. 

This  is  a paper  on  the  expenditure 
but.  of  course,  Revenue  is  do  I'  , 

with  tliat . It  .should  he  observed  that  L* 
Profits  duty  may  now  he  reorder! 
virtually  exhausted,’ and  there  for  • 0 ^ 
£100,000,000  to  the  Revemi?.  Corporal^ 
Profits  Tax,  too,  is  a failure,  and  the  * ' 
War  Assets  will  not  produce  half  "hat  ( _ 
did  at  first.  These  three  som  ' 111  ^ 

a loss  of  £200.000,000  to  £250,00"^  w ^ 
Revenue;  and  lienee  the  large 
ex|>enditure  which  is  neci 
to  have  on  increase  of  tnxat 
t lie  reduction  demanded. 

All  hope  of  relief  from  high  t 
of  a fillip  to  trade,  is  dependent  on  to"  • 
penditure.  And  what  i-.  now ■prop"* 
low  enough. 


r unh-s' 


all  h<f 


In  connection  with  the  coal  ^ 

the  Burton-on-Trent  Society  grant  ^ 
on  the  security  of  vouchers  I**™*  ^ 
South  Derbyshire  Miners’  A»ociot««® 
extent  of  nearly  £1,600  free  of  '"ten  . 
is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  * 
amount  has  been  repaid  by  the  . 
the  last  instalment  being  p*,d  ° 
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h Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


□□□! 


ebibs  of  notes  dealing__\vith  business 
* $t  the  present  time  must -necessarily 
** 3 a record  of  trading  losses,  but  if 


largely 


Has  necessary  to  bring  home  to  the 


’^reader  the  severity  ©f  the  slump  in 
jf  |all  year,  it  is  the  fact  that  so  old- 
bliihed  and  well-known  a concern  as 
j*..  aud  the  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk 
^ vlias  to  show  a loss  for  the  first  time 
tu  history,  extending  over  half-a-century. 

report  and  accounts  for  the  year  1921 
* 3 total  loss  of  93,184,240  Swiss  francs, 
r|y  £4,000,000.  This  loss  is  made  up 
Jollows : - 

On  trading  Frs.  32,141,277 

Las  on  exchanges  ..  Frs.  30,884,792 
Depreciation  of 

stocks  Frs.  30,158,171 

\<t  1920  there  was  a net  profit  of  31,539,900 
francs.  Apart  from  the  loss  recorded 
nr?,  the  Company's  associated  undertakings 
various  parts  of  the  world  show  losses 
gating  14,1 10,300  Swiss  francs.  The  report 
ia  great  disappointment  to  many  investors, 
I*,  so  recently  as  May  last,  an  issue  of 
MOO, 000  of  Preference  Shares  by  this  Com- 
5y  was  offered  in  London,  and  largely  over- 
iVsibcd.  Nestle’s  is  much  more  than  a 
lit  concern,  and  is,  os  a matter  of  fact,  an 
Lmtional  food  combination,  possessing 
by-eight  factories  distributed  over  Europe 
llfflerica.  American  capital  is  interested 
lie  concern.  The  directors  state  that  sales 
now  more  than  double  the  highest  pre-war 

A prominent  Swiss  manufacturer 
me  the  other  day  that  the  Company’s 
try  losses  on  exchanges  were  attributable 
He  fact  that  it  entered  into  contracts  with 
tghbouring  European  countries  for  some 
ahead,  at  prices  fixed  m their  respective 
Dcies ; when  one- bears  in  mind  that  in 
ij  last  250  German  marks  were  worth  a 
ad,  whereas  now  it  takes  about  1,200,  it 
^realised  how  heavy  a loss  is  suffered 
any  undertaking  which  has  to  deliver  goods 
nit  payment  in  marks  in  respect  of  con- 
centered into  some  time  ago. 


Government's  Films. 

La  Government  of  Saskatchewan,  one 
Ilf  great  farming  provinces  of  Canada,  is 
i)'  advanced,  and  carries*  on  in  the  interests 
tie  community  many  services  which  would 
abused  most  severely  by  our  own  indivi-' 
‘lit  pffe3s,  and  it  also  encourages  co-opera- 
* fndeavour  to  the  utmost  degree.  The 
Wrnruent  acts  as  film  producer  and  ex- 
tok  and  oyns  twenty-six  educational 
■a*,  which  are  sent  out  to  different  centres 
*bf  provinces  and  exhibited  there  free  of 
'%■  An  idea  of  the  nature  of  these  films 
hf  gleaned  from  the  following  titles,  which 
rwent  those  made  during  tHe  past  fejv 
4lu:  ■■  Nation  Building  in  Saskatchewan, V 
Household  Science  in  Saskatchewan  Schools,’’ 
'flu  Bovs’  Camps,’’  “Saskatchewan’s 
Jp'  ‘The  Provincial  Sanatorium  at  Fort 
yyPpello,"  “Marketing  Eggs,’’  “Grading 
“Selecting  a Dairy  Cow,”  “Tree 
‘Better  Bulls.” 


<■ 


"•Miphones  Again. 

.U*  a -vear  a80  Uie  popular  press  con- 
. a8ruat  campaign  against  the  increased 
J om’  charges,  and  alleged  that  the  result 
. ^ a great  falling-off  in  the  number  of 
subscriber's.  A week  or  two  ago, 
Ter*  ’he  Postmaster-General  stated  that 


. *°r  now  telephone  installations  were 
'S'uat  the  rate  of  six  thousands  month. 


the  ordinary  general  meeting  of  the 
by  l^t  '•  Ericsson  Manufacturing  Company, 


betwi 


Wcek,  the  chairman  Stated  that  there 


•fen  25,000  and  30,000  persons  on 
Vy.i  1 'he  Post  Office  waiting  for  the 
'Uit  °ne  *°  ')e  Installed.  This  shows  that  the 
has  n0t  that  effect  upon  the  mind 
f°ai"uiuity  that  some  people  imagine. 


j.  . '..mu  ouhic  uuc 

fcj  gentleman  'vcnt  OHt  his  way  to 


ffibut( 

^.for  be  said:— 

-tde,'r  lelio|b  °f  the  Select  Committee  on 
rvice,  whiclThas  recently  been 
Mat  3S  a ^He  ®°°h- 1 see  that  notice  has 
, of  the  fact  that  this  country  has 
.HI,!'  ne“tl*v  '°<lucated  to  'he  ad  van-, 
hbj **l>h°KS)  and  tltis  tact  I have 
0oj.  rawa  attention  toat  these  meetings. 
^4ilvl<V  111  ’he  report  a statement  wl^cli 
IH^j  f‘",h)rse— namely,  tho  Committee's 
iv  ° ^PP^kition  as  to  the  capacity, 
ari(  s>ngle-mindednes3  of  the  Tost 


Office  telephone  officials.  I speak  from  expe- 
rience when  I agree  with  the  Committee  in 
saying  that  they  are  devoted  to  the  public 
service,  keenly  watchful  of  its  welfare,  and 
highly  skilled  in  their  calling — in  short,  a body 
of  civil  servants  who  have  received  too  little 
appreciation  from  the  public.  These  remarks 
should  also  refer  to  the  operating  staff  in 
exchanges,  a sorely  tried  class  who  are  blamed 
by  irate  subscribers,  while  90  per  cent,  of  the 
blame  i^with  themselves.” 


Motor  Company  Results. 

Three  more  motor  companies  have  issued 
their  reports  for  last  year,  and  two  of  them 
show  heavy  losses:  whilst  the  third  reveals 
a fall  of  nearly  50  per  cent,  in  its  profits. 
Guy  Motors  Limited,  shows  a loss  for  the  year 
ended  September  30th  last  of  £100,400,  which 
is  greater  even  than  the  loss  for  the  preceding 
year,  viz.,  £62,000.  For  the  year  ended 
September,  1919,  the  Company  made  a profit 
of  £66,300*  and  distributed  a dividend  of 
15  per  cent.  Vauxhall  Motors  Limited, 
shows  the  heavy  trading  deficit  of  £17Q,9,00, 
and  after  allowing  for  administrative  charges 
and  depreciation  and  writing  off  £18,300, 
being  the  balance  standing  in  the  books  in 
respect  of  the  Russian  branch,  the  loss  for  the 
year  works  out  at  £221,758.  In  the  previous 
year  the  Company  made  a profit  of  £35,222. 
Rolls  Royco  Limited,  the  financial  year  of 
whicV  cuds  October  31st,  made  a profit  of 
£107,326,  as  against  £202,836  for  the  previous 
year,  and  the  dividend  on  the  ordinary  shares 
is  reduced  from  10  per  cent,  to  8 per  cent. 
Both  the  Vauxhall  and  the  Rolls  ltoyce  may' 
be  classed  as  luxury  cars,  and  if  it  is  asked 
why  the  one  should  still  make  a good  profit 
whilst  the  other  shows  a heavy  loss,  the  answer 
is  probably  that  there  is  room  for  one  very 
expensive  car,  when  there  may  not  be  room  for 
two.  I do  not  know  if  the  Vauxhall  Motors 
management  shares  this  opinion,  but  is 
significant  that  that  company  has  now  put  on 
the  market  a smaller  and  cheaper  car,  for 
which,  it  is  stated,  numerous  orders  are  in 
hand. 


“ Little  Drops  of  Water." 

I wonder  if  any  British  municipality  has  a 
hill  it  would  like  levelled  ? If  so,  its  citizens 
would  be  interested  in  what  is  happening  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  where,  according  to  recent 
mail  advices,  a hill  200  feet  high  at  the  foot 
of  one  of  the  most  important  streets  of  the 


[Continued  at  foot  of  fourth  column.] 


SAFE  AS  A ROCK. 


PRESENT  FINANCIAL  POSITION  OF  THE  CAV.S. 


AUDITORS'  STATEMENT. 


A feature  of  the  general  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Wholesale  Sosiety,  held 
recontly,  was  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Tetlow,  on  behalf  of  himsolf  and  his 
co-auditors,  relative  to  the  financial  position  of  the  society.  in  view  of  its 
importance  we  take  this  earliest  opportunity  of  giving  the  statement  practically 
in  full. 


We  feel  at  tlii>  juncture  (said  Mr.  Tetlow) 
especially  in  view  of  the  important  matters 
that  have  been  raised  at  this  meeting — I 
refer  to  the  method  of  making  gCed  the 
looses  that  have  been,  incurred— that  we 
should  explain  the  method  which  has  been 


adopted  and  the  financial  position  of  the 
society  after  provision  has  bo?n  made  for 


these  deficienees.  I want  to  ? 
an  impression  as  I can  of  the  1 


e ns  ch 

_ __  nine  of-the 

assets  and  the  method  of  writing  off  these 
lossss. 

The  depreciations  have  oeen  strictly  in 
accordance  wit-h  the  rules  of  the  society 

and  subject  to  a decision  of  a meeting  which 
quite  a number  her?  will  remember  — it  was 
held  some  twenty-three  years  ago — that  you 
must  depreciate  according  to  jour  rules,  but 
when  the  depreciation  that  lias  boen  made 
has  written -off  one  <.  :mpletejnd  separate 
block  of  property  no  depreciation  must  be 
made  upon  the  original  c ost  in  connection 
with  that  block  of  property.  In  addition, 
renewals,  r/f  plant  and  machinery  have  been 
charged  to  tfie  trading  results  of  the  period 
in  which  the  renewals  or  replacements,  tuck 
place.  That  is  the  p:ac-li<e  whi>  h has  been 
adopted  .since  the -inception,-  and  the- wisdom 
is  shown 

by  the  strong  'position  in  which  the  society 
is  to-day 

and  the  reserves  to  meet  the  extraordinary 
difficulties  which  it  has  had  recently  to  face. 
The  effect  of  the  rules  is  that  the  society 
ust  depreciate  continuously  and  that  it  must 
not  write  back  that  depreciation  until  a com- 
plete block  of  property  has  been  written  off. 
In  course,  of  time — and. .of  Course,  as  you 
ko.ow.tho  Wholesale  Society  is  about  sixty 
years  old  now—  lhajiy’of  the  properties  which 
it  has  had  in  its  possession  have  been  w holly 
w ritten  off.  Altogether  it  Ins.  close  upon 
£2.500,000  Value  in  buildings]  land,  fixtures, 
and  machinery  written  off  absolutely,  the 
present  teuantabje  value  being  maintained 
out  of  trading  results.  In  order  to  give 
some  idea  of  the  value  yet  remaining  in  these 
particular  buildings  1 will  refer  to  the  cen- 
tral premises,  and  probably  you  will  be  able 
to  identify  the  separate  blocks  of  property 
concerned.  You  have  in  Garden-street  and 
Dnntziostreet  two  large  buildings;  in  one 


you  have  departments  for  woollens,  ivwly- 
liiades,  and.  1 inink,  shirt: 


and  i 


the  otlie 

you  have  the  grocery  .warehouse  ; also' boots 
and  shoes  and  furniture.  Both  buildings  are 
more  than  one  hundred  yards  long  and  four 
or  five  storeys  high. 

Take  the  drapery  just  up  B.illoon-stieet, 
all  these  blocks  are  entirely  written  off.  The 
only  properties  in  the  neighbourhood  which 
remain  as  assets  are  the  building  in  which  ws 
■stand  at  present  ami  the  adjoining  drapery 
block,  and  across  the  street  the  hank  and 
the  salerooms.  These  are  the  only  two 
blocks  for  which  value  exists  in  the  balance 


Why  should  Labour  Day  be  May-Day? 
Surely  this  should  be  a play-day, 

And  a good  day,  and  a gay  day, 

Both  for  old  and  young  ! 

Children  of  one  common  Father 
Now  for  song  and  sport  should  gather, 
Gleesome  game  and  dance,  not  rather 
Speak  with  Labour's  tongue  ! 

but  in  stern  times  and  bitter  - 


Ay ! 


Labour's  way  is  better,  fitter  : 

Can  they  see  the  May-dew’s  glitter 
Who  in  slum-ways  pine  ? 

— Pine  and  perish,  child  and  mother : 
March  we,  then,  to  aid  cadi  other — 

Yea,  till  all  be  ours,  my  brother ; 

No  more  mine,  or  thine  ! 


So,  for  us,  is  this  the  best  day — 

No  mere  play-day,  no  mere  rest-day  ; 

Yet  a beautiful,  a blest  day: 

’ 'See  Hopes  flag  unfurled  ! 

From  the  old-time  strife  and  sinning. 

In  the.  young  year's  bright  beginning, 
March  we  onward,  ever  winning ; 

Ql'  v March,  'to  weld  the  world! 

— Eleanor  Grant. 
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sheet,  and  they  are  written  down  to  pne- 
t hi  id  of  their  original  cost,  which  was 
£811,091).  There  has  been  written  off  by 
completed  depreciations  £336,000  and  bv 
current  denivciations  £299.00-').  leaving  a 
nominal  value  of  £175,000 ; and  w ithin  the 
last  six  years  the  society  has  charged 
through  revenue  account  £98j000  of  un- 
doubted capital  value.  The  auditors  aie 
satisfied  that  this  £98,000  could  legitimately 
have  been  charged  through  the  capital 
account. 

Then  the  society  has  three  great  blacks  cf 
property  at  Cnimpsall,  .Middiet  a,  and 
Longsight.  C rump-all  cost  £143.000,  Mid- 
dleton £191,000,  and  Longsight  £109,000. 
By  writings  off  and  depreciation  tlu*  original 
value  of  Orumpsnll  has  been  reduced  to 
£20,711,  Middleton-  £18, (M),  ayd  Longsight) 
£6,000.  U itliin  the  last  W;  yen  s you  have 
charged  through  the  trading  account  the 
following  renewals:— C'-rumpM.ill  -£.‘88.609, 
Middleton  £78,000,  and  Longsight  £26,000. 
So  that  the  £2,000,000  written  back  through 
tire  depreciation  six  months  ago  ekes  not 
cover  the  Will  amount  of  the  sb  pain  to  blocks 
of  property  that  luive  been  written  off.  Tile 
depreciation  allowed  on  properties  not 
Wholly  wiped  c-ut  has  not  been  touched ; 
therefore,  the  rules  have  not  bcon  violated. 
The  amount  charged  to  trading  results  for 
the  past  six  years  on  account  of  plant, 
machinery,  and  fixtures  is  of  undoubted 
capital  value.  The  amount — £1 ,500.00(1— is 
not  an  estimate:  we  have  the  actual  figures, 
and  have  carefully  analysed  them  ourselves. 

The  method  of  stock-taking  lias  been 
criticised  in  the  “ Co-operative'  New*.” 
The  auditors  do. Hot  accept  responsibility  for 
either  the  value  or  the  volume  of  gr-.;ds*helcl 
in  stock.  All  the  stock,  sheets  which  are 
initialed  by  tire  director-?  are  examined,  and 
certificates  are  presented  to  us  by  the  mana- 
gers of  tho  various  works,  and  we  are  satis- 
fied that  the  principle  of  takiug  stocks  at 
cost  cr  market  value  whichever  bo 
the  lower  on  December  24th,  1921, 

lias  been  adhered  to.  We  are  gfisa 
satisfied  that  the  assets  of  the  joint  tea  part- 
nership and  the  Co-operative  Insurance: 
Society  are  assets  of  real  value.  The  asset* 
r-f  the  African  oil  mills  are  .vouched  for  by 
a competent  Liverpool  accountant. 

Tlie  only  remaining  assets  iff  sufficient 
volume  to  require  notice  here  are  the  bank 

assets.  Of  the  capital  held  bv  the  bank 

about  £12,000,000— £2, 000.000' is  lying  with 
the  great  joint-stock  banks,  and  can  be  called 
upon  at  a moment's  notice.  Another 
£3,500,000  represents  overdrafts  to  sooi**- 
ties,  and  the  benefit  cf  these  overdrafts 
must  have  been  cf  considerable  advantage  lo 
.societies  which  liana  been  in  diffieultios'diu- 
ing  the  last  twelve  months.  In  investments 
the  bank  has  over  £6,600,000.  We  have 
examined  the  deeds  and  securities  fur  nil  the 
overdrafts  and  have  -seen  the  script  in  con- 
nection with  the  investments.  Nearly  the 
whole  of  the  £6,600,000— five-sixths  to  be 
exact — is  in  British  Government  securities, 
which  you  have  depreciated  si  mo  the  war 
began  by  ccmething  like  £570,000.  This  has 
been  written  off  out  of  the  profits  half-year 
hv  half-year..  Ninety-eight  per  cent,  of 
these  investments  are  in  securities  redeem- 
able at  a definite  date,  and  the  appreciation 
which  is  going  on  is  having  a very  beneficial 
effect  on  them. 

I should  say  Miat  these  investments 
have  appreciated  by  at  toast  £200,000 

since  this  balance  sheet  was  issued, 

and  if  the  society  keep,  them  until  maturity 
— they  are  chiefly  war  leans  an.)  war  bond.?— 
it  must  realise  more  than  £700.000  in  excess 
of  what  they  stand  at  in  the  bcoks  to-dnv. 
We  are  quite  satisfied  that  after  meeti’ig  all 
these  losses  the  society  is  in  an  exceedingly 
strong  financial  position,  and  that  the 
aggregate  value  of  the  assets  of  the  society 
is  in  excess  of  its  full  liabilities. 

I would  like  also  to  remind  the  holders  of 
development  bonds,  deposits,  aivl  loans, 
along  with  trade  creditors,  that  the  share 
capital  of  the  society  to  the  amount  of  over 
£5,000,000  stands  ns  additional  security  for 
their  investment. 


[Continued  from  second  column  ] 

city  is  being  destroyed  by  a New  York  engi- 
neering firm.  "Not  only  does  the  hill  obscure 
a fine  view  of  the  harbour  hut,  being  in  tho 
heart  of  the  business  section,  its  existence 
represents  an  economic  waste.  The  work  of 
demolition  started  in  December,  and  will, 
it  is  anticipated,  occupy  a year.  Except  for 
one  formation  of  rock  wliiclfi  will  have  to  bn 
dynamited,  the  hill  13  being  worn  down  inch 
by  inch  by  water  being  concentrated  upon  it  in 
great  volume  ; three  pumps  driven  by  powerful 
motors  pour  20,003  gallons  a minute  upon  tho 
-bill.  Hills,  like  children,  often  place  them- 
selves where  they  are  not  wanted,  but  some- 
times it  is  the  other  way  about ; the  municipal 
council  of  Karlsruhe,  the  capital  of  Baden, 
disgusted  at  their  city  not  having  a natural 
viewpoint  of  the  magnificent  scenery  by  which 
it  is  surrounded,  actually  had  a hill  constructed 
in  the  centre  of  the  city. 


..... 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


GERMAN  LOSSES  AND  GAINS  LAST  YEAR. 

CREDIT  ANp  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETIES’ 

BIO  INCREASE. 


The  following  are  statistics  compiled  from 
the  entries  in  the  public  registers  of  co- 
operative societies,  and  which  appear 
periodically  in  the  “ Reichsanzeiger,”  and 
for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  Inter- 
national Labour  Office  at  Geneva.  These 
statistics  include  only  information  pub- 
lished up  to  December  31st,  1921,  inclusive. 
Consequently,  a certain  number  of  societies 
which  were  founded  or  dissolved  in  the 
hitter  part  of  1921  are  not  included,  as  the 
returns  in  question  were  not  published 
until  after  December  31st. 

--  In  1921  the  “ Reichsanzeiger  ” reported 
the  foundation  of  4,887  and  the  dissolution 
of  1,576  societies.  The  increase  in  the 


number  of  co-operative  societies  was  accord- 
ingly  3,311  during  the  period  January  1st, 
1921,  to  January  1st,  1922,  in  addition  to 
an  increase  of  149  in  the  number  of  central 
societies,  the  actual  figures  at  the  two 
dates  being  44,307  and  47,767  respectively. 
The  net  increase  in  the  number  of  societies 
founded  is  slightly  less  than  in  1919  and 
1920—4,006  in  1920,  4,612  in  1919— but  is 
much  higher  than  the  average  number 
before  the  war,  which  was  about  1,000,  and 
which  rose  above  2,000  for  the  first  time  in 
1918. 

The  following  table  shows  the  develop- 
ment recorded  for  each  of  the  principal 
categories  of  co-operative  societies  in  1921  : 


Catego-y  cf  Co-oporatlvo  Society. 


Number  of 
societies  exist- 
ing on  Jan.  1st, 

W 1921. 

Go-operative  credit  societies  (agricultural 

and  urban)  .' 

Artisans’  co-operative  societies  (raw 

materials,  motive  power,  sales)  

Producers’  co-operative  societies : 

(a)  Wood,  basket-work,  brush-making, 

printing  industries,  <&c 

(b)  Building  industries,  Ac. 

Retail  dealers’  societies  for  joint  purchase. 

Consumers’  co-operative  societies  

Building  co-operative  societies .... 

Agricultural  co-operative  societies  (exclu- 
sive of  agricultural  credit  co-operative 


Number  ol 
societies 
founded 
In  1921. 


Number 
dissolved 
lu  1921. 


Number  of 
societies 
existing  on 
Jau.  1st,  1922. 


As  in  1920,  in  the  artisans’  co-operative 
group  a large  number  of  co-operative 
societies  of  tailors,  shoemakers,  saddlers, 
and  butchers  were  dissolved.  In  this  group 
the  largest  number  of  societies  founded 
were  bakers’,  millers’,  and''  painters’ 
co-operatives. 

The  fact  that  the  number  of  consumers' 
co-operative  societies  has  remained  station- 
ary is  to  be  explained  partly  by  the  dis- 
appearance of  certain  “closed”  societies 
consisting  exclusively  of  civil  servants,  the 


20,102  .. 

613  . 

—— 149 

...  20,566 

3,445  .. 

424  . 

. 366 

...  3,503 

593  ... 

38  .. 

. 28 

603 

200  .. 

133  _ 

. 16 

317 

1,309  .. 

194  . 

» 170 

...  1,333 

2,413  ... 

185  . 

. 187 

...  2.411 

2,497  .. 

694  . 

. 127 

...  3,064 

12,917  .. 

2,311 

. 410 

...  14,818 

disabled, 

ex-service 

men, 

&e.,  but  chiefly 

by  the  strong  tendency 

;o  concentration 

shown, 

resulting 

in 

the  absorption 

of  small 

societies 

into 

large  regional 

societies. 

The  number  of  agricultural  co-operative 
societies  continued  to  increase,  and  a very 
large  number  of  ^o-operative  electricity 
societies  have  been  founded  iYT this  group. 
Amongst  co-operative  credit  societies  agri- 
cultural societies  still  constitute  the  largest 
group. 


THE  RUSSIAN  EXILES. 

M.  KH  INCH  UK'S  STATEMENT. 

M.  L.  Khinchuk,  the  president  of  the 
Ccntrosoyus,  the  All-Russian  Union  of  Co- 
operative Consumers,  writes  to  us  in  refer- 
ence to  the  article  in. these  columns  which 
appeared  in  No.  149  of  the  “"Co-operative 
News.”  It  was  stated  therein  that  the 
“Russians  want  reconciliation,”  with  export 
cc-operative  comrades,  who,  it  was  alleged, 
were  exiled  on  account  of  their  views 
political . 

M.  Khinchuk  informs  us  that  “ Russian 
co-operation  has  found  it  possible  to  invite 
into  the  ranks  the  former  co-operative 
leaders  who  were,  until  recent  time,  iuiiui- 
cally  disposed  toward®  Russian  co-operation, 
especially  because  it  solved  all  the  problems 
and  removed  all  the  difficulties;  and,  there- 
fore, Russian  co-operation,  in  all  its  new 
forms  of  co-operative  structure,  attain®  the 
aim  after  which  all  co-operators  aYs  striving 
when  they  do  not  implicate  other  considera- 
tions to  the  purely  co-operative  idea.” 

To  the  suggestion  that  lie  was  in  Berlin  to 
bring  about  reconciliation — which  was 

quoted  from  an  interview  that  appeared  in 
u German  contemporary — M.  Khinchuk  adds 
that  his  visit  there  “ was  not  at  all  with  the 
object  ‘ of  bringing  back  to  the  fold  the 
exiled  leaders,’  but  to  come  to  some  agree- 
ment to  transfer  all  their  affairs  to  the 
present  administration  of  the  Centrosoyu®.” 


GERMAN  TAX  ON  CO-OPERATIVES. 

Our  German  co-operative  comrade®  are  up 
against  a tax  on  turnover  which  particularly 
hits  them,  being  equivalent,  it  is  said,  to  the 
confiscation  of  the  capital  stock  for  one  year. 
‘ Tile  parsing  of  this  law,”  says  the  organ 
of  the  German  co-operatives,  “ is  a success 
for  the  middle-cffiss  party,  obtained  with 
the  aid  of  the  old  socialist  majority  party. 
It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  excep- 
tional daw  against  co-operative  societies,  a 
triumph  of  the  individualist  economy  over 
the  newly-born  collective  economy^  for 
there  you  have  the  sense  which  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  middle-class  would  give  to  the 
proposition,  knowing  full  well  that  the  co- 
operatives, in  virtue  of  their  open  book- 
keeping, cannot  do  otherwise  than  pay  the 
tax  in  its  entiretyowliilst  the  private  trader 
will  give  what  figures  he  likes  for  his 
turnover.” 


[CO-OPERATORS  AT  GENOA. 

ITALIANS  REPRESENTED. 

The  Italian  Confederation  of  Co-operative 
Societies,  which  represent®  Roman  Catholic 
co-operators — who  are  at  present  considering 
making  a present  to  the  new  Pope — were 
represented  at  the  Genoa  Conference  by  its 
general  secretary.  Advocate  Ercoli  Churl, 
nominated  to  take  part  on  the  technical  com- 
mittee on" the  questions  of  labour  and  raw 
materials;  Adyoete  A.  Mazza,  the  oecretary 
of  the  Federation  of  Rural  Ranks;  an^ 
Advocate  O.  Caiola,  the  secretary  of  the 
National  Union  of  Productive  and  Labour 
Co-operatives,  who  were  also  included  in  the 
technical  committee  to  be  called  upon  on 
special  questions. 


Herr  B.  Jaeggi,  the  prominent 
leader  of  Swiss  Co-operation,  in  his  pro- 
gramme for  the  development  of  the 
movement,  insists  on  the  necessity  o? 
transforming  the  individual  in  order  to 
transform  society.  Man  is  perfectible, 
but  he  ought,  in  the  first  place,  to  trans- 
form himself : he  must  learn  to  know  the 
joy  of  working  and  living  with  others. 
It  is  in  that  way  he  will  arrive  at  that 
contentment,  at  that  inward  peace 
which  is  true  happiness.  And  it  is  thus 
he  will  learn  to  co-operate. 


HOLIDAY  HOMES  FOR  CHILDREN. 

The  eighth  regional  congress  of  holiday 
settlements  for  children,  recently  held  at 
Rlieims,  Frauce,  had  before  it  a report  by 
M.  Joel  Grade],  the  general  secretary  of  the 
Federation  of  the  Holiday  Settlement®  of 
the  North  and  the  East,  in  which  was  urged 
the  importance  of  the  movement,  nationally 
and  internationally,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  doing  something  for  the  benefit  of  the 
young  folks  in  particular.  The  desirability 
of  grouping  the  various  enterpris?s  of  this 
kind  into  an  international  union  was 
emphasised. 


The  Southern  Sectional  Advisory  Com- 
mittee. formed  to  push  the  sales  of  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society’s 
publications,  are  holding  a district  confer- 
ence under  the  auspices  of  the  Gravesend 
Society  in  that  town  on  Saturday  the  29th, 
when  Alderman  M’Giff  will  deliver  an 
address. 


April  29,  fy* 


the  world  of  literature. 

ON  COLD  SLATE; 


Much  excellent  verse  has  been  written  in 
prison,  much  of  it  in  those  dark  ages  when 
••  kindly  warders  would  the  tablets  bring  ” : 
but 

• • - • this  age  that  loudly  bdnsts  Reform 
Hath  set  its  seal  of  vengeance  ’gainst  the 
mind, 

Decreeing  nought  in  prison  shall  be  writ 
Save  on  cold  slate,  ami  swiftly  washed 
away. 

“ Writ  on  Cold  Slate."  by  Sylvia  Pnnk- 
hurst  (London : Dreadnought  Publishers; 
Is.  6d.)  contains  prison  poems,  memoirs  of 
her  sojourn  in  Holloway,  they  might 
be  called,  horn  the  first  of  which  the  above 
quotation  comes.  They  have  not  been 
“ washed  away,”  and  on  the  whole  it.  is  well 
that  they  have  not  been.  They  reflect  the 
thoughts  passing  through  a mind  whose 
outtn-  clay  is  railed  in,  and  such  thoughts 
are  sometimes  wholesome.  Miss  Pankhurst 
writes  poignantly,  and,  it  should  be  added, 
writes  more  of  t lie  wrongs  and  sufferings 
of  others  than  of  her  own  plight.  The 
jealousies,  miseries,  and  hypocrisies  which 
gaol  a goodly  number  of  our  captives  are 
scornfully  exposed— and  some  of  the  ex- 
posures are  made  in  very  good  verse.  It 
is  possible  that  if  two  or  three  real  soulful 
poets  were  imprisoned  for  a few  months, 
our  whole  prison  system  might  be  reformed 
by  the  passion  of  their  poetical  reflections. 


ESPERANTO. 

EsferAntists  have  faith  that  their  inter- 
national language  will  remove  mountains  of 
understanding  between  the  peoples. 
“ Leakey’s  Introduction  to  Esperanto  ” 
(London:  Dreadnought  Publishers;  3d.)  is 
what  the  title  signifies.  It  costs  little;  but 
it  is  not  to  be  despised  on  that  account,  for 
it  takes  the  reader  through  pronunciations, 
the  various  parts  of  speech,  the  changes  fox- 
gender,  number,  case,  and  tense;  and  it 
provides  a short  vocabulary.  Those  who 
study  this  little  introduction  will  no  doubt 
want  to  go  further  when  they  find  progress 
is  so  easy.  The  author  makes  it  clear  that 
Esperanto  is  not  intended  for  habitual  daily 
use,  but  only  ns  an  auxiliary  language  for 
use  when  people  of  divers  tongues  meet. 


TRADE  UNIONS  AND  POLITICS. 

“ The  clay  of  economic  trade  unionism  is 
over.  But  the  fact  that  economic  trade 
unionism  has  now  given  place  to  the  stage 
of  Parliamentary  trade  unionism  does  not 
mean  that  the  stage  of  Parliamentary  trade 
unionism  is  final.  The  hopes  of  the  Labour 
Party  are  now  in  the  ascendant,  and  ortho- 
dox trade  unionism  on  the  down  grade,  not 
because  one  is  successful  and  the  other  not, 
but  because  orthodox  trade  unionism  has 
been  tried  through  to  the  finish,  while  the 
Labour  Party  has  still  to  be  tried.”  So 
writes  the  editor  of  “ The  Labour 
Monthly,”  in  a series  of  notes  showing 
that  every  national  industrial  dispute  of 
the  past  few  years  shows  that  labour’s 
struggle  is  no  longer  a struggle  in  the  in- 
dustrial field  alone,  but  “ a straggle  with 
the  whole  organised  force  of  the  modern 
capitalist  State.”  The  writer  brings  out  the 
interesting  point  that  the  whole  “ ma- 
chinery of  the  Industrial  Courts  Act  is  in- 
tended to  stop  strikes,  not  lock-outs.”  Mr. 
W.  H.  Hutchinson,  ” the  guiding  spirit  of 
the  A.E.U.,”  contributes  an  article  on  “ The 
Engineering  Lock-out.”  Mr.  Phillips  Price 


writes  ou  “ The  Real  Power  Behind  tW 
1111111  Government.”  and  other  inform 
articles  deal  with  “ Britain,  Luli"U  ' 
Swaraj.”  “ American  Iinpeiialj>n'. 
Haiti."  and  “ Russian  Trade  Union*  U i4 
the  New  Economic  Polivj."  Tl,o 
issue  of  the  magazine  is  an  A|‘nl-M;,v  ^ 
her  (Is.),  but  it  is  announced  that  t|„.  u° 
issue  will  be  sold  at  6d  . the  I 
fishing  Company  being  desirous  t..  . 'J 

financial  circumstances  of  the  ’ I,  ,,| 
workers  and  thinkers  of  the  labour  i»l" 
ment.” 


“THE  SOCIALIST  REVIEW." 

Mr.  J.  A.  Hobson  continues  tlw  contra, 
versy  about  the  Dougins  scheme  a, 
Aprd  issue  qf  the  “Socialist  ■ 

Oh-  I.L.P.-0d.),  which  co..t„i,„  , 

on  “ Egypt,  Palestine,  and  the  Near  | 

(by  J.  Ramsay  Macdonald)  and  |>(ll( 
Communism  and  Socialist  Unity  " ihv.1,,1 
Longuet).  among  other  interesting  feature, 
In  the  editor’s  “ Outlook,”  lie  sees  that  ii 
homo  and  abroad  “the  tide  ol  reaction  j! 
flowing  strong  and  turbid,  and  to  refuse  to 
see  it- is  as  foolish  as  to  despair  |H(illl. 
one  sees  it.”  The  editor  has  recently 
to  Germany  (where,  wo  understand,  |1r,t. 
class  hotel  dinner,  with  a tip  to  tin-  waiter 
thrown  in.  cost  him  in  terms  of  our  money 
something  like  2jd.),  and  he  points  out  that 
the  German  worker  exists— thanks  to  tllv 
state  of  the  exchange— on  what,  in  t^rnu 
of  our  money,  would  be  .hero  a starvation 
wage.  That  wage,  he  contends,  i*  to  ref- 
late the  world’s  labour  market.  He  fake* 
the  view  that  those  who  preached  the  cl.*- 
trine  that  war  would  have  to  come  to  an 
end  because  the  elaborate  financial  mocha- 
msm  would  evesy where  collapse  were  iv ron 
— but  only  in  point  of  time'.  The  rollnpm 
has  come  so  long  after  they  expected  that 
many  of  them  do  not  notice  it.  Mr.  Rain, 
say  Macdonald  urges  the  need  for  kringnig 
about  an  understanding  between  tlie  .Lw « 
and  the  Arab  workers.  nm!|  a working 
agreement  with  the  Arabs  regarding  Pairs- 
trinian  administration. 


NATIONAL  “ECONOMY," 

Labour  and  National  1 Economy 
the  title  of  a handy  and  informing  IhkiMu 
just  published  by  the  National  Joint 
Council  representing  the  General  Comic 
of  the  Trade  Unions  Congress,  the  Exwi 
tive  Committee  of  the  Labour  Party,  ami 
the  Parliamentary  Labour  Party,  I mm  33, 
Eccleston  Square,  Westminster.  London, 
S.w.  1.  The  booklet  outlines  the  Gwkk* 
Report  and  the  Government's  nttit  ude 
towards  the  various  recommendations,  mul 
suggests  the  course  of  action  which  the 
public  ought  to  take  in  regard  to  both. 
The  Government  is  anxious  to  redmv 
national  expenditure,  but  the  way  it  Iw' 
set  about  tne  business  does  not  altogether 
commend  itself  to  the  general  body  of  co- 
operators.  Education  is  one  of  tin-  led 
investments  this  or  any  other  country  * ,n 
make,  and  yet  the  Government  io  propOH'oj 
to  reduce  its  holding  in  this  gilt-edged 

security.  A total  “out”  ol 

£175,000,000  is  aimed  at,  but  the  Go 
ment  fights  shy  of  taking  the  tnx-oii  wi-iiltli 
hurdle.  The  booklet  from  EnlcUun 
Square  points  out  that  had  a gradual' J 
levy  on  ace;  undated  wealth  been  pat  "|IU 
operation  during  the  period  of  trail*-  pm' 
perity  the  saving  sought  by  the  Govern 
ment  would  have  been  effected.  Tin*  pro- 
of this  “ mine  of  information  " is  no  aior 
than  6d. 


PAYING  THE  PENALTY. 

WHY  AMERICA  NEED  NOT 
FEAR  BRITAIN. 

REACTIONARY  EDUCATION 

PROPOSALS. 

[“Co-operative  News”  Special.] 


Amongst  the  visitors  to  the  Easter 
School  at  Gloucester  was  Miss  Susan  M. 
Kingsbury,  a Doctor  of  Philosophy  of  Brvn 
Mawr  College,  Pennsylvania,  U.8.A.,  who 
will  shortly  be  returning  to  the  States,  after 
devoting  no  little  portion  of  her  “ Sab- 
batical ” to  the  study  of  social  conditions 
in  Europe.  Miss  Kingsbury  attended  all 
the  meetings  in  connection  with  the  school, 
and  at  the  close  expressed  delight  at  having 
had  the  opportunity.  She  *is  anxious,  l>c- 
fore  sailing  for  home,  to  see  some  of  the 
C’.W.S.  factories  in  Manchester  and  typical 
cooperative  towns  like  Kettering  and  Des- 
borough.  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  her 
wishes  will  be  gratified  through  the  good 
offices  of  the  Union. 

Miss  Kingsbury,  as  was  perhaps,  only  to 
be  expected  in  view  of  her  profession,  was 
keenly  interested  in  the  address  which  Mr. 
A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary  of  the  Joint 
Parliamentary  Committee)  gave  at  the 
school  on  the  Government's  attitude  to- 
wards education. 

Mr.  Alexander  dealt  exhaustively  with 
the  proposals  of  the  Geddes  Committee,  and 
indicated  those  which  the  Government  had 
decided  to  reject,  such  as  reduction  of 
teachers’  salaries,  exclusion  of  children 
under  six  from  public  elementary  schools, 


far  at 
n id  ho 


and  the  closing  of  small  school-.  ' 
the  school  age  was  concerned,  he 
felt  that 

the  Government  were  shamed  into  reject' 
ing  this  particular  Geddes  proposal  b<* 
cause  of  their  breach  of  failh  over  tnt 
housing  question. 

Mr.  Alexander  also  condemned  il  l|,"f 
recommendations  of  the  Decide-  ( • .mnut 14 
and  urged  co-operators  to  fight  them  v,l,“ 
all  their  might  and  main. 

Having  briefly  outlined  the  ;i»l'ir« * 
readers  can  appreciate  to  the  full  tl"  sfrl* 
ing  comment  which  Miss  King-Inn 
privately  to  a representative  of  i1 
operative  News.”  . 

It  seems  to  mo,  she  said,  that  » 
is  your  Government's  attitude  j®* 
wards  education,  thero  is  no  need 
America  to  fear  British  competition. 

Miss  Kingsbury  went  on  to  mv 
had  no  W.E.A.  in  America,  but 
year  the  Bryn  Mawr  Colleg*  nrg; 
first  summer  school  ever  held  in  t 
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prising, 


i a great  t 


The  inter 


took  in  the  venture  , 

and  the  number  of  pr°,nl 
people  who  came  down  to  the  colics- 
not  only  gratifying,  but  far  b>,,n'l  ,p. 

tation-.  Eighty  student - «'•’*  ' . ,| 
mid  it  i>  more  than  likely  thui 
reach  at  least  a luyidrod  at  the  net. 

The  school  is  the  joint  effort  ol  ’ jt 
lege  and  labour,  mid  uuil-t  the  ‘ ^ ^ 

to  interest  students  in  social  qut-  t ’ ^ 
propaganda  of  any  kind  is  allow c».  ^ , 

teresting  feature  of  the  college  ' t;f# 
library  run  on  the  Rochdale  co-fp 
plan  for  the  benefit  of  students.  w 

Miss  Kingsbury,  before 
Gloucester,  was  at  Geneva  for  u ^ 
International  labour  Conferen'  - • riAtt* 
over  for  the  purpose  of  attending  jAigot 
ings  of  the  Labour  Section  o 1 
of  Nations. 
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the  movement  and  its 

WORKERS. 

are  THE  EMPLOYEES  BELITTLED?  OR  UNREASONABLE? 

FAMILY  FEELING  PREVAILS  IN  WEST  STANLEY. 

Readers  are  readily  taking  up  the  discussion  with  regard  to  the  relations 
between  the  co-operative  movement  and  its  employees.  We  hope  that  belore 
the  year  is  much  older  some  definite  steps  will  be  taken  which  will  lead  to  a 
sweetening  of  that  relationship,  and  our  columns  are  open  for  correspondence 
which  will  quicken  co-operative  opinion  for  a great  peace  move.  Correspondents 
should  try  to  ba  brief.— Ed.  ‘ G.  N.” 


li'\  Well-wishing  Observer”  writes 
fan)  Bii iniiigluun  district 

jjie  differences  between  committees  and 
employees  slionld  l>e  cleared  up  at  once,  for 
Inn]  of  the  opinion  that  they  ate  only  trivial, 
although  their  effects  are  far-reaohiug  and 
‘ rions.  Trouble  within  is  quickly  apparent 
outside,  and  its  influence  does  mere  harm 
tlnn  (an  be  calculated,  and  more  than  out- 
jpjighs  the  good  you  hope  to  achieve  by 
propaganda,  or  any  form  of  advertising. 

1 ([  was  my  privilege  to  he  a co-operative 
employee  for  a period  of  five  years,  with 
pji'trcl  of  about  200  hands  in  both  productive 
and  distributive  departments.  To-day  I can 
'iinly  he  described  as  “a  consumer.”  At 
the  same  time  I read  your  “News”  regu- 
hrly,  my  interest  is  still  in  the  movement; 
fur Ylics'e  years  were  very  plea,sau£  ones  to 
look  back  upon. 

Thj  movement  must  set  an  example.  We 
look  there  for  it,  and  expect  it,  and  if  it  is 
not  forthcoming,  what  claims  have  you  to 
put -forward  when  appealing  for  the  loyalty 
of  members.  Diversion  front  principle  will 
bring  trouble  and  disaster.  It  is  a piece  of 
good  fortune  to  be  a co-operative"  employee, 
and  those  who  think  otherwise  should 
simple  the  private  trader. 

I am  inclined  to  think  the  trouble  rests 
very  largely  with  the  employee?  rather  than 
the  committees.  The  latter  have  duties  to 
perform  to  those  who  elect  thorn  as  well  as 
to  the  employees.  So  far  as  my  experience 
villi  committees  is  concerned,  T always  found 
thorn  very  considerate  and  reasonable,  much 
mure  so  than  employees,  who  invariably 
esp?ct  too  much.  If  employees  want  com- 
mittees to -nit  their  taste  entirely,  then  the 
whole  institution  becomes  a farce.  Discipline 
there  must  he,  and  its  very  atmosphere  is 
: beneficial  to  those  who  come  under  it  You 
cannot  escape  worries  and  anxieties  even  in 
private  trade,  and  they  are  certainly  less 
conspicuous  in  the  movement. 

Mv  opinions  are  quite  impartial,  but  I ffiel 
it' necessary  to  warn  co-operative  employees 
loot  to  be  too  unreasonable  in  their  demands, 
Winy  have  come  out  who  would  like  to  get 
kick.  There  must  be  masters,  and  their 
orders  must  be  obeyed.  I,et  employees  look 

the  advantages  and  privileges  they  get  in 
the  movement  compared  with  private 
traders,  this  alone  should  influence  their 
, calculations,  and  instead  of  demanding 
more,  try  to  show  some  appreciation  to  those 
wy,)l  co-eperators  why  have  placed  them  in 
their  wav. 


EMPLOYEES  BELITTLED  ? 

J.  N.  Rowell  says  : — 

A house  divided,  against  itself  cannot 
Stand.  It  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  such 
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DIPLOMA  MILK  is  essentially 
a Co-operator's  milk.  It  is  an 
entirely  ENGLISH  product, 
yielding  work  and  wages  for 
English  labour;  a FUEL- 
CREAM  Milk,  and  therefore 
complete  in  vital  food  proper- 
ties ; and  an  economical  Milk 
because  of  its  richness  and  com- 
paratively low  cost.  And  the 
retail  profit  on  its  sale  swells 
the  dividend  fund. 
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The  DIPLOMA  MILK  £425 
PRIZE  COMPETITION  puts 
a big  cash  premiuVn  on  the  use 
of  DIPLOMA  MILK  between 
now  and  July  21st.  It  is  a 
Competition  in  which  every- 
one who  complies  with  the 
Conditions  will  receive  a 
Consolation  Gift.  Insist  on 
your  Store  supplying  you  with 
DIPLOMA  MILK  and  the 
Competition  Pamphlet. 

\ 

Pi,RIES  Ltd.,  Trowbridge,  Eng. 
1^;  4S*  S'-  John  Sire*.  Smilhficld.  E.C.I. 


n state  of  affairs  exists,  and  no  amount  of 
blinking  and  blinding  can  hide  that  fact. 
What  are  the  causes  ? There  are  more  than 
on*e!  Why  are  they  allowed  to  Operate? 
Who  are  the  aggressors?  When  did  the 
reason  flor  aggression  take  place? 

Retrospection  combined  with  a survey  cf 
present  condition's  based  on  practical  experi- 
ence as  a worker  in  the  movement  leads- one 
to  think  whether  as  a movement  we  are  keep- 
ing tbe  faith  of  the  early  fathers  or  whether 
we  are  not,  as  a matter  of  fact,  losing  our 
soul,  and  retrogressing  towards  an  indefin- 
able something  which  may  end  in  disaster 
and  disruption.  That  sums  up  the  position. 
The  pioneers  aimed  at  and  effect’d  a sort  of 
mutual  regard  and  interest  in  one  another. 
I believe  they  were  sometimes  committee- 
men,''  managers,  and  employees  combined. 
I have  seen  committeemen  filling  the  places 
of  sick  employees  in  my  time  and  sitting  on 
tlie  board  of  management. ' Loyal  stalwarts 
in  those  days.  To-day  it  is  nothing  short  of 
brazen  effrontery  to  suggest  equality.  Com- 
mitteemen know  the  - whole  business — an 
employee  knows  nothing.  If  lie  dares  to 
think  and  express  his  thoughts  he  is  branded 
at  once  as  an  agitator  or  a place  seeker.  The 
movement  suffers  as  a consequence.  It 
takes  a great  amount  of  moral  courage  to 
surmount  obstacles  like  prejudice,  and  it  is 
far  easier  to  get  on  by  the  use  of  soft  soap 
and  favours. 

Co-operation,  if  it  means  anything,  means 
co-working;  and  ns  a movement  open  to  all 
classes — rich  and  poor,  learned  or  illiterate, 
religious  or  secular — is  bound  to  prosper’ 
-just  as  these  elements  ran  be  harmonised 
into  action  for  the  common,  gr.od  of  all.  No 
other  movement  of  modem  times  is  calcu- 
lated to  achieve  true  political  institutions 
and  social  freedom,  upon  which  depend  true 
civilisation  and  universal  peace— the  birth- 
right and  consummation  of  humanity. 


A CHEERING  EXAMPLE.  ' 

A cheering  contribution  to  dome-tic 
harmony  in  the  movement  is  made  by  West 
Stanley  Society,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  letter  from  Mr.  R,  W.  Trevena 
the  secretary  of  a branch  of  the  employees 

Mr.  W.  Openshaw's  article  on  “The 
Movement  and  its  Employees  ” appeared 
at  a very  opportune  time, ‘and  is  one  that 
should  be  read  by  all  employees  and  com- 
mitteemen alike. 

Hi©  appearance  of  tbe  article  was  rather 
a coincidence  -with  regard  to  the  activities 
of  the  employees  of  our  society  (West  Stan- 
ley),  and  which  the  following  account  might 
be  of  interest  to  yourself  and  the  “ News  ” 
readers : — 

About  two  weeks  ago  we  held  a branch 
meetmg  of  the  employees  for  the  purpose 
or  discussing  matters  affecting  the  interests 
sof  our  society,  and  incidentTv  to  try  to 
bring  about  the  abolition  of  the  short' time 
operating  in  certain  departments.  Certain 
suggestions  were  put  forward  and  discussed 
which  we  believed  might  increase  the  mem- 
bership of  the  society  and  also  stimulate 
trade.  Not  wishing  to  be  charged  with 
plagiarism,  1 may  state  that  we  had  already 
formulated  our  suggestions  on  tbe  lines  set 
out  in  “ Women’s  Pages”  of  tin?  same  issue 
of  the  “News”  in  which *Mr.  Openshaw's 
article  appeared.  It  was  eventually  decided 
to  suggest  to  our  board  of  management  the 
advisability  of  holding  a-  conference  with 
the  employees,  at  which  a paper  would  Ik* 
given  putting  forward  our  suggestions  and 
to  discuss  matters  affecting  the  interests' 
of  the  society. 

The  board  immediately  approved  of  the 
suggestion,  and  the  conference  was  arranged 
and  held. 

A large  number  of  tbe  employees  attended 
to  meet  the  committee.  The’  president  of 
the  society  was  detained  by  important  pub- 
lic duties,  and  the  time  was  spent  until  his 
arrival  by  a general  “ free  and  easy.”  Songs 
and  recitations  were  given  by  the  employees 
and  members  of  the  committee. 

Eventually  Mr.  Mudd,  a member  of  the 
hoard,  opened  the  conference  by  addressing 
the  employees  on  the  meaning  and  need  l.,r 
co-operation,  and  gave  the  meeting  a treed 
lead-off  by  the  high  tone  of  liis  remarks. 

As  secretary  of  the  branch.  I read  the 
paper  embodying  tlie  suggestions  made  l.v 
the  employees.  These  took  the  form  of 
the  need  for  co-operative  propaganda  in 
spreading  amongst  the  memliei;;  the  true 
ideals  of  co-operation,  special  canvassing  on 
the  lines  suggested  in  your  **  Women's 
Rages,”  and  other  methods  appliv.vble  to 
the  society. 

Mr.  White,  the  president.  ■ n hr  riving, 
gave  an  inspiring  address.  He  ret  0 
analytically  the  position  of  the  re-operative 
movement,  and  spoke  of  the  ne?d  i r a 
national  scheme  of  what  might  I ■ suggest  d 
as  a federation  of  employees,  official'.  : d 
consumers,  each  body  to  put  fern  , rd  it . own 
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THE  WHOLESALE  AND  ITS  CRITICS, 

SHAREHOLDERS  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  C.W.S.  POLICY. 

[To  tiib  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Sir, — The  directors  of  the  C.W.S.  liavefc 
an  unenviable  position,  and  must,  and  do. 
feel  this  position  very  keenly.  Largely  the 
victims  of  circumstances,  they  are  now 
condemned  by  those  who,  whilst  offering 
no  help  in  tlie  way  of  useful  suggestion, 
should  know  that  the  present,  position  is 
to  a great  extent  the  inevitable  climax  of 
a policy  forced  upon  the  organisation  by 
the  persons  now  loudest  in  their  con- 
demnation. 

Blamed  for  Profits. 

Go  hack  four  or  five  years,  and  look  up 
the  records  of  the  P-W.S.' general  meetings  of 
that  time.  Profits  (so-called)  were  being 
made  to  such  an  oktent  that  payment  of 
E.P.D.  resulted.  The  directors  were  then 
blamed  for  making  and  showing  such  good 
results,  and  were  instructed  to  cease  to  be 
liable  for  payment  of  this  duty.  Only  one 
course  was  open,  and  that  to 'sell  at  such 
prices  as  could  yield  no  profit,  and  societies 
were  able  to  obtain  such  value  as  no  other 
commercial  house  could  offer.  At  that  time 
praise  was  given  to  the  directors  for  showing 
losses,  and  more  than  one  of  those  who  now 
complain  congratulated  the  board  on  the 
policy  which,  whilst  giving  'Shareholding 
societies  such  advantages  at  the  time,  is 
largely  the  cause  of  the  present  position. 
Trade  poured  in,  and  the  only  complaint 
was  that  sufficient  supplies  were  not  available. 
The  cry  went  up — build,  build,  and  you  can 
have  all  our  trade.  The  directors  met  the 
need  as  far  as  possible  by  acquiring  additional 
factories  and  increasing  production  in  pro- 
portion until  they  are  in  the  position  of 
supplying  a very  large  amount  of  societies' 
requirements,'  and  in  very  many  important 
lines  the  whole.  But  what  happened  ? The 
slump  in  trade  and  prices  came, 'and  the 
C.W.S.  were  left  with  large  stocks  of  raw 
material  and  manufactured  goods  to  meet  the 
anticipated  demands  of  societies  as  voiced 
by  their  representatives  from  time  to  time. 
Values  went  down,  and  for  the  sake  of  financial 
security  stocks  had  to  be  written  down  to 
"meet  fallen  prices.  In  many  instances  societies 
were  unable  to  meet  their  commitments  in 
the  form  of  orders  given,  and  delivery  could 
not  be  taken.  Then  came  the  disastrous 
coal  strike  which  put  the  finishing  stroke  on 
any  hope  of  improved  trade  for  some  time  to 
come.  True,  the  loss  6n  rubber  increased  the 
deficit  which  followed  reduced  trade  and 
values,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the  losses  of  the 
past  year-  are.  the  resiflt  of  carrying  out  a 
policy  dictated  by  the  members  themselves, 
and  the  position  was  accentuated  by  the  fact 
that  distributive  societies  themselves  were, 
caught  with  large  stocks  which  had  to  Be 
liquidated  before  trade  could  again  come 
to  the  C.W.S. 

Disloyalty. 

There  has  not  been  that  desire  to  concentrate 
on  the  position  of  the  whole  movement  one 
would  liko  to  see.  The  C.W.S.  is  one  of  the 
mainstays  of  co-operative  trading.  Take 
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position  and  problems  to  he  discussed,  and 
finally  to  adopt  the  best  for  the  movement’s 
sake.  * 

A very  interesting  and  educative  discus- 
sion followed  from  the  many  questions  put 
forward  by  the  employees. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  White  stated  that,  as 
an  old  employee,  the  invitation  from  the 
employees  to  nold  the  conference  gave  him 
the  deepest  pleasure,  and  the  discussion 
had  been  very  helpful.  Some  of  the  sug- 
gestions had  already  been  considered  by  the 
hoard,  but  lie  assured  the  employees  that 
they  would  give  every  consideration  to  the 
views  which  had  been  put  forward.  He 
hoped  that  before  long  the  hoard  would  in- 
vite the  employees  to  a similar  conference, 
when  the  board’s  point  of  view  regarding 
some  of  the  suggestions  would  he  discussed, 
that  the  employees  would  be  treated  as 
courteously  as  the  directors  had  been,  and 
tliat  the  same  freedom  would  be  allowed  for 
the  expression  of  opinion. 

Thus  ended  a conference  which  we  believe 
was  carried  out  in  that  spirit  for  which  Air. 
Openshaw  pleads  in  his  valuable  article,  and 
one  from  which  we  believe  good  material 
results  will  follow. 


'WORKSHOP  COMMITTEES. 


A Co-operative  Employee  in  the  Midlands 
writes : — 

If  all  men  in  authority  were  of  the  stamp 
of  Mr.  Openshaw  tilings  might  be  different 
to  what  they  are  at  present.  One  of  tlie 
weaknesses  or  the  C.W.S.  and  oilier  large 
societies  i»  that  there  are  many  things 
done  by  these  in  charge  of  works  a;i<l  de- 
partments that  is  not  known  to  the  direc- 
tors, and  would  not  be  allowed  to  continue 
if  they  knew.  We  hear  a lot  in  the  move- 
ment at  the  present  time  about  control  of 
industry,  but  in  some  of  the  works  the 
employees  have  not  advantages  that  are 
nlk  ved  in  private  employment.  The  sooner 
we  p :i  ti-e  what  we  preach  the  better.  If 
otie  cl  workshop  committees  were 

rliov.cd  to  cr-.hsiilt  with  the  manager,  many 
little  grievances  .ould  be  remedied  to  the 
?.dvania~o  of  output.  To  one  who  is  an 
enthusiastic  believer  in  co-operation  as  a 
cure  for  the  unrest  in  industry  it  is  hard 
to  hear  that  they  would  not  allow  this  m 
private  employment. 


his  away,  and  societies  would  soon  see  the 
need  for  federated  action  as  our  pioneers  did 
over  fifty  years  ago.  Yet,  what  do  we  see. 
societies  shops  stocked  partly  with  goods  of 
private  manufacture  whilst  C.W.S.  factories 
and  depots  are  only  partially  employed. 
Capital  subscribed  by  members  to  aid’ co- 
operative ^product  ion  is  used  to  purchase  goods 
not  co-operatively  made.  If  the  C.W.S.  were 
now  getting  the  trade  of  societies  which  is 
SoinS  into  ttes;  outside  channels,  losses 
would  be  no  more  and  societes  would  not,  be 
handicapped.  True,  firms  will  come  along 
with  tempting  lines  hoping  to  attract  buyers 
from  the  C.W.S.,  but  that  institution  can  nc 
more  be  expected  to  cut  their  general  prices 
to  meet  the  special  cut  lines  of  all  their  com- 
petitors than  distributive  societies  can  cut 
theirs  to  meet  every  tempting  offer  placed 
before  their  members'.  And  one  tiling  does 
stand  clearly  out.  Those  societies  whose 
percentage  of  trade  with  the  C.W.S.  is  the 
highest  are  amongst  tlie  strongest.  I am 
afraid  that  often  the  lack  of  loyalty  is  due 
to  the  inability  of  committees  to  force  the 
policy  they  advocate  on  to  those  who  aro 
responsible  for  buying  their  goods.  That  we 
have  hundreds  of  splendid  co-operators  in  the 
ranks  of  officials  is  well  known  and  appreciated, 
and  thank  God  for  it ; but  what  is  also  well 
known  is  that  there  are  not  a few  to  whom 
the  co-operative  movement  is  nothing  more 
than  a name. 

A Supreme  Test. 

Tlu*  whole  movement— and  the  C.W.S. 
as  a part  of  it — is  going  through  a supreme 
test.  We  boast  that  organised  labour  in  the 
trade  unions  has  within  its  ranks  nearly 
(i, 000,000  wage  camera.  Allow  for  half  of  this 
number  being  responsible  bread-winners  and 
working.  Allow  only  £1  per  week  for  each  for 
food,  clothing,  fuel,  &c.,  and  allow  also  they 
are  nurchasing  through  a co-operative  store 
which  in  its  turn  is  procuring  its  goods  througfc 
the  C.W.S.,  and  we  shall  find  that  allowing 
for  a generous  profit  margin  to  the  former, 
the  annual  trade  of  the  C.W.S.  even  in  these 
bad  times  would  not  be  less  than  nearly  125 
million  pounds  per  annum — enough  to  keep 
all  its  works  on  full  time  and  in  advance  of 
any  records  yet  shown  even  when  prices  were 
at  the  maximum.  As  to  the  soundness  of 
the  C.W.S.  this  is  unquestioned.  If  the  heart 
of  tlie  movement  was  as  sound  as  its  finances 
Tshould  have  no  fear.  The  future  is  assuredly 
ours  if  we  care  to  grasp  it.  If  we  do  not. 
the  fault  is  our  own.  The  movement  car 
only'  advance  in  proportion  to  the  individual 
interest  displayed  by  each  of  its  constituent 
parts.  Let  there  he  that  unity  of  desire 
on  the  part  of  all  which  will  enable  113  to  rise 
above  potty  fault  finding  and  heart-breaking 
innuendoes.  Let  us  recognise  the  distributive 
societies  and  the  C.W.S.  are  an  indivisible 
whole,  and  the  present  darkness  will  disappear 
as  mist  before  tne  sun. — Yours.  &c., 


Cambridge,  April  13th,  1922. 


O.  P.  Timist. 


A CORRECTION. 

Mr.  J.  Jacger  (organising  secretary  ol 
the  N.U.D.A.W.)  informs  us,  in  reference 
to  his  letter  in  our  last  issue,  headed  “ The 
Movement  and  its  Employees,”  that,  writ- 
ing from  memory,  he  said  thirty-five  years 
ago  he  worked  fifty-four  hours  a week  for 
a pittance  of  5s.,  etc.  This  should  have 
read  fifty-seven  hours  a week  for  8s.  which 
ultimately  was  raised  to  18s.,  and  not  9s. , 
as  lie*  thought. 

[More  Opinions  from  Readers  next  wcok.] 


Parisian  Style 

“Milkmaid”  Cafeau  Lait  is  coffee 
in  the  true  Parisian  style — and  it 
requires  no  art  in  the  preparation. 
Made  in  a moment,  it  is  of  the 
same  delicate  flavour  and  fra- 
grance-invigorating, refreshing, 
and  sustaining.  /Try  it  for  break- 
fast— and  supper  too. 


“MILKMAID”  BRAND 

Tseaves  no  "grounds"  for  complaint. 

Economical — delicious — convenient ; 
no  milk  or  sugar  required. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


THE  CO-OPEKATIVE  NEWS. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING  NOWADAYS. 


DOUBLE  EVENT. 


GRAVESEND'S  NEW  BRANCH  AND  MODEL  BAKERY. 


[CONGRATULATORY  SPEECHES.  1 

BY  OUR  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT.  ]} 


Ashford  (Kent).— There  was  n good 
Attendance  at  the  half-yearly  meeting 
which  was  held!  in  the  society’s  hall  on  April 
13th.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the 
uresideht  (Councillor  A.  1).  D.  Banks). 
The  report  showed  a decrease1  of  £9,910 
compared  with  the  corresponding  half-year, 
representing  a reduction  of  12  per  cent., 
but  showing  an  actual  increase  in  the 
volume  of  trade.  Share  cnpital  had  in- 
creased by  £2.926  during  the  half-year, 
and  membership  had  increased  by  126. 
Milk  production  from  the  farm  lor  the 
half-year  was  11,122  gallons,  an  increase 
of  1.143  gallons.  Mr.  Gcodfellow,  Mr. 
Marsh,  and  Miss  Holcroft  were  elected  to 
the  general  committee.  The  balance  for 
disposal,  after  allowing  £1,506  9s.  6d.  for 
share  interest,  was  £3,302  6s.  9d.,  and 
the  committee  recommended  a dividend  of 
lOd.  in  the  pound.  On  account  of  con- 
tinuaT  falling  farm  values,  and  disturbing 
factors  from  the  producer's  point  of  view, 
the  committee  recommended  the  carrying 
forward  of  the  balance  disposable  on  that 
account.  Donations  included  five  guineas 
to  the  Ashford  Cottage  Hospital.  £21  to 
the  Co-operative  Convalescent  Fund,  and 
£5  to  the  Co-operative  Party.  A sum  of 
£50  was  placed  to  reserve. 

Burton-on-Trent. — There  was  a large  at- 
tendance of  members  at  the  half-yearly 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Co-opera- 
tive Hall  on  Saturday  last.  The  president 
(Mr.  W.  Evans)  occupied  the  choir.  The 
President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
half-yearly  report,  said  that  the  member- 
ship had  reached  14,347,  an  increase  of  676 
on  the  year.  The  share  capital  amounted 
to  £228,661,  an  increase  of  £26,715,  The 
sales  for  the  half-year  (twenty-seven  weeks) 
amounted  to  £340,778,  a decrease  of 
£84,865,  compared  with  the  corresponding 
-period  (twenty-six  weeks)  of  the 

previous  year.  The  weekly  sales  last 
year  were  £16,367,  against  £12,071 
this  year,  a decrease  of  23  per  cent. 
But  as  prices  in  the  meantime  had  dropped 
40  per-cent.,  a much  greater  volume  of 
goods  had  been  sold  for  less  money.  The 
sales  were  equivalent  to  those  of  two  years 
ago.  The  bread  output  from  the  bakery 
was  equal  to  264,209  stones,  an  increase  of 
4,241  stones,  and  there  was  a very  large 
increase  in  the  amount  of  confectionery 
made  and  S.R.  flour  packed.  The  invest- 
ments showed  an  increase  of  £53,561,  or 
77  per  cent.,  £122,836  being  now  reinvested 
in  the  C.W.S.  and  other  co-operative  and 
rational  securities.  The  stock.*  at  £55.018 
showed  a decrease  on  the  year  of  £21.970. 
or  28 J per  cent.,  and  since  1920  the  stocks 
had  been  gradually  written  down  and  re- 
duced by  50  per  cent.,  and  now  bore  the 
same  ratio  to  sales  ns  in  1914.  The  dis- 
posable surplus  admitted  of  a dividend  of 
Is.  Od.  in  the  pound  on  members’  purchases, 
with  a balance  over  of  £5.287.  £2,000  of 
which  was  ear-marked  for  contingencies 
that  might  arise,  and  the  remainder  carried 
forward.  The  erection  of  premises  in 
‘Borough-road  was  further  postponed  for 
three  months,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  directors.  Several  donations  wpre 
granted  to, various  objects.  Mr,  G.  H. 
Johnson  (board),  Mrs.  Bunting  (members), 
and  Councillor  Curtis  (employees)  were 
elected  delegates  to  Coiigress.  Air.  J.  Love 
(employee)  was  re-elected  a director,  nnd 
Air.  S.  Red  fern  (lion,  member,  Central 
Board)  was  again  elected  in  the  place  of 
Air.  Johnson,  who  has  been  on  the  direc- 
torate about  ten  years. 

Coalville. — Air.  H.  Taylor  presided  at 
the  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held  in 
the  Adult  School  Hall,  Coalville,  cn  Satur- 
day. April  22nd.  The  sales  for  the  quarter 
ended  March  25th  (twelve  weeks)  amounted 
to  £99,610,  as  compared  with  £117,79.5  in 
the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  year  (thir- 
teen weeks),  showing  a decrease  of  £48,184. 
The  average  trade  per  member  per  quarter 
amounted  to  £11  3s.  10d.,  or  18s.  8d.  per 
week  per  member.  The  total  acreage  of  the 
farms  owned  and  worked  by  the  society  was 
397,  ami  the  sales  and  supplies  for  the 
year  were  £8,234.  The  committee  regretted 
to  have  to  report  a loss  on  the  farms  for 
the  year  of  £3,288,  after  charging  the  ac- 
count with  interest  nnd  depreciation  on 
buildings.  The  unprecedented  drop  in  the 
values  of  all  classes  of  cattle  and  produce, 
together  with  the  prolonged  drought  of  the 
summer,  produced  results  which  were  un- 
avoidable in  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances which  operated  throughout  the 
rear.  The  balance  of  tlie  farm  reserve  fund 
ind  been  brought  to  the  profit  and  loss 
account  to  meet  the  charge  for  well  sinking. 
The  net  surplus,  after  providing  for  all  ex- 
penses of  production  and  distribution,  &c., 
amounted  to  £4,150  4s.  lOd.  This  amount 
was  made  up  to  the  sum  of  £5,778  11s.  8d. 
by  taking  £1,053  13s.  Id.  from  the  farms 
reserve  fund  and  the  sum  of  £574  13s.  9d. 
from  the  dividend  equalisation  fund.  This 
enabled  tlie  society  to  pay  Is.  2d.  in  the 
pound  dividend.  Alembership  stood  at 
8,899,  an  increase  of  115  on  last  quarter. 
A comparison  of  the  share  capital  showed 
an  increase  of  £6,713  on  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  last  year.  It  was  resolved  that 
the  educational  committee  present  a balance 
sheet  lor  the  period  six  months  ending 
March  2oth.  1922.  showing  total  liabilities 
incurred.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  chil- 
dren’s gala  this  year,  and  the  collective 
life  assurance  scheme  was  again  adopted. 
In  the  matter  of  the  Coalville  Urban  Dis- 
trust's war  memorial,  a donation  of  £25 
was  approved. 


Colchester. — A very  satisfactory  position 
was  rerealed  in  the  report  presented  to 
tlie  half-yearly  meeting  presided  over  by 
W.  J.  Salmon,  J.P.,  which  was  held  on 
April  12th.  The  half-yearly  report  showed 
sales  of  £213,176,  which  in  bulk  output 
showed  an  increase  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year  of  £24,993,  or  13.)  per 
cent.  Membership  stood  at  12,934.  After 
providing  for  interest  on  share  capital, 
£6.349;  depreciation  of  land,  buildings, 
fixtures,  ana  live  stock.  £1.214;  Corpora- 
tion Profits  Tax,  £495  9s.  ; there  remained 
fpr  disposal  £13,199  2s.  od.  A dividend 
of  Is.  2d.  in  the  pound  was  authorised. 
The  remainder  was  disposed  of  as  follows: 
Special  depreciation  ot  live  stock.  £100; 
educational  grant,  £264;  and  the  balance 
carried  to  reserve  fund,  which  brings  the 
total  of  that  fund  to  £14,730.  Donations 
to  various  charitable  objects  totalled  £38 
6s.  6d.  In  dealing  with  the  trade  account 
It  was  observed  that  every  department  had 
contributed  to  tlie  general  prosperity,  and 
that  the  absorption  of  Tiptree  Self-Help 
Society  had  proved  beneficial  to  the  mem- 
bers in  that  locality,  both  Tiptree  and 
Kelvedon  branches  having  shown  a satis- 
factory result  on  the  thirteen  weeks’ 
transactions. 

Norwich. — Arr.  W.  B/  Greenfield  presided 
at  tlie  quarterly  meeting  which  was  held 
in  the  Assembly  Room.  Agricultural  Hall, 
on  Tuesday,  April  18th.  Tlie  report  stated 
that  the  sales  for  the  quarter  amounted  to 
£127,923,  and  the  membership  stood  at 
12,904.  A small  joint  committee  of  tjie 
general  committee  and  employees  lfad  been 
meeting  and  had  arranged  a draft  (scheme 
for  a joint  advisory  committee.  The  com- 
mittee recommended  the  payment  of  an 
interim  dividend  of  lOd.  in  the  pound.  The 
chairman,  in  alluding  to  the  annual  return 
for  1921,  said  it  was  one  the  —members 
might  be  proud  of.  Alessrs.  J.  H.  Sunda- 
wall,  J.  W.  Horn,  and  H.  J.  Betts  were 
re-elected — members  of  the  general  com- 
mittee. and  ATr.  W.  Barnes  was  elected  to 
the  Brighton  Congress. 

Staines. — The  quarterly  meeting  was  held 
at  JCiiglefield  Green  on  Monday,  April  10th, 
at  Feitham  the  following  evening,  and  the 
Central  Stores  on  the  Wednesday.  At  all 
the  meetings  there  was  but  a fair  atten- 
dance of  members.  The  report  nnd  cash 
statement  were  adopted.  The  sales  'for 
the  thirteen  weeks  were  £16.665,  a decrease 
of  £4,929 "on  the  corresponding  period  last 
year.  The  membership  stood  at  2.422. 
The  London  Society  having  taken  over  two 
branches  (Tcddington  and  Hampton)  97S 
members  hftd  been  paid  out  and  joined  the 
London  Society.  It  is  hoped  that  by  pro- 
paganda _work  and  a vigorous  campaign, 
when  things  will  permit,  to  make  up  the 
number  which  the  society  has  lost  by  the 
transfer.  The  number  of  new  members  is 
119.  The  po.-itio;i  of  the  society  is  sound. 
The  reserve  fund  amounts  to  £620,  total 
depreciation  to  £10.000,  and  the  share 
capital  £19,000.  Subscriptions  were  given 
to  various  institutions.  The  following 
notice  of  motion  was  discussed  and  carried 
with  a good  majority: — “That  it  be  a 
condition  of  employment  that  all  employees 
belong  to  a trade  union. ,r 

Banbury. — The  April  quarterly  meeting 
was  held  in  tin?  Assembly  Room  on  Thurs- 
day. April  20th,  Arr.  J.  Perry  (president) 
in  the  chair.  The  report  showed  the  sales 
for  the  quarter  ended  March  8th  of  £56,010. 
a decrease  on  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year  of  £2,5,348.  The  total  gales  and  ' 
supplies  transferred  amounted  to  £76,106, 
a decrease*  on  the  corresponding  period  of 
£35,185.  The  distributive  sales  compared 
with  tlie  corresponding  period  had  decreased 
some  27  per  cent.,  while  tlie  cost  of  living 
had  dropped  during  the  same  period  some 
25  per  cent.  The  bread  supplies  for  the 
period  amounted  to  196,08-8  41b.  loaves, 
and  the  flour  mill  had  run  662  hours,  and 
had  produced  3,089  sacks  of  flour  besides 
toppings  and  bran,  Ac.  It  was  decided  to 
have  a shopping  week  during  the  week  from 
Afav  25th  to  June  1st  next.  The  death 
of  Air.  D.  J.  Fowler  (late  educational  sec- 
retary) was  recorded,  and  n vote  of  sym- 
pathy passed  with  Air.  A.  Turbitt  in  the 
loss  of  liis  son.  It  was  decided  to  pay 
£2  2s.  per  annum  to  the  Leamington 
Women’s  Guild. 


QUITE  SATISFIED. 

TriF.  managing-secretary  of  the  Dunmow 
Society  (Air.  J.  G.  Stanley)  lias  received 
the  following  excellent  testimonial  from  a 
satisfied  member: — “ I feel  I must  write 
and  thank  you  for  the  C.W.S.  paint  you 
sent  me.  I think  it  is  just  splendid.  I was 
also  pleased  with  the  6d.  dividend.  I often 
think  what  a help  the  co-operative  society 
has  been  to  me.  I do  not  often  come  to 
the  shop,  but  when  I came  last  week  for 
boots,  Ac.,  on  looking  round  I thought 
what  a good  display  of  everything  you  had 
got.  I am  always  so  satisfied  with  every- 
thing yon  send  me  that  I do  not  think  it 
necessary  for  me  always  to  come.  Alany  a 
time  my  dividend  lias  helped  me  to  dothe 
my  chil^en.  and  there  are  eight  of  them, 
and  I kriow  ft  has  been  the  means  of  keep- 
ing me  out  of  debt  and  also  keepiug  a few 
pounds  by  me  in  case  of  need.  Once  again 
I thank  yon. — Yours  sincerely,  M.  A.  P.'1 


The  Gravesend  Society  reached  another 
stage  in  its  development  on  Saturday,  when 
a new  branch  store  and  a model  bakery  wore 
formally  inaugurated  under  pleasing  aus- 
pices. It  is  very  encouraging  that  in  these 
days  of  depression  and  temporary  checks  on 
sales  that  this  Kentish  Society  is  able  to  give 
convincing  signs  of  prosperity  and  growth, 
nnd  that  further  developments  are  contem- 
plated. Alembers  and  delegates  from  neigh- 
bouring societies  assembled  at  the  opening 
of  the  new  branch  in  Wrotham-ioad.  'I  lie 
company  included:  Mr.  A.  40.  Threadgill. 
C.W.S.  ; Air.  Chicken,  C.W.S.  building 
department;  Air.  L.  1).  Tomlinson, 
A.R.T.B.A.,  C.W.S.  architects’  deparnient ; 
and  the  officers  and  committee  of  the  local 
society.  The  new  branch,  together  with  the 
model  bakery,  have  been  designed  hy  tlie 
C.W.S.  architects’  department,  and  the 
work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  C.W.S. 
building  department,  to  the  complete  satis- 
faction of  the  society.  The  new  shop  is  of  a 
neat  design,  and  consists  of  two  houses, 
which  have  been  reconstructed.  The  front 
i-s  carried  out  in  blue  glazed  tiles,  with  a 
rough-cast  pediment. . 

A Co-operative  Contract. 

Air.  J.  H.  Olunne  (the  president),  in  open- 
ing the  proceedings,  said  the  committee 
invited  tenders  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
work,  aiul  the  C.W.S.  were  successful  in 
obtaining  the  contract.  The  society  had  to 
thank  the  architect  and  the  building  depart- 
ment for  the  splendid  manner  in  which  they 
had  conducted  the  whole  of  the  work  on  their 
behalf. 

Mr.  Wolkling  (a  member  of  the  manage- 
ment committee),  in  declaring  the  new  pre- 
mises'-open,  said  the  ccinniittee  had  done 
their  duty  in  placing  the  stone  there,  and  it 
only  remained  for  tlie  members  to  give  it 
their  whole  trade. 

The  Model  Bakery. 

Subsequently  the  members  and  visitors 
assembled  at  the  new  model  bakery, 
which  had  been  erected  on  a site 
convenient  for  serving  tbs  society's 
various  brandies.  Everyone  admired 
the  up-to-date  character  of  the  build- 
ing and  equipment.  Every  attention  has 
been  paid  to  securing  the  production  of  tlie 
bread  under  the  best  hygienic  conditions. 
Three  siug)e  draw-plate  ovens  have  been 
installed  by  Messrs.  Jospeli  Bake'r  Sons 
and  Perkins,  the  efficiency  of  whose  work  is 
a household  word  in  the  co-operative 
movement. 

Air.  Walkling,  who  presided  at  the  opening 
ceremony,  gave  a hearty  welcome  to  the 
visitors.  He  mentioned  that  this  was  flic 
first  bakery  designed  and  erected  by  the 
C.W.S.  in  the  T/ondon  district.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  bakery  was  a credit  to  the 
C.W.S.  building  depn-rtmeut,  and  also  to  the 
ccinniittee  of  tlie>«c;oty.  They  had  the- 
finest  bakery  equipment  which  could  l>e  sup- 
plied by  Alessrs.  Joseph  Baker  Sons  nnd 
Perkins'. 

Signs  of  Expansion. 

- Air.  Croft  (managing  secretary)  gave 
some  interesting  entails  respecting  the 
society’s  growth.  They  had  reached,  he 
snid,  a red-letter  day  as  far  ns  the  Gravesend 
Society  was  concerned.  They  were  taking  a 
greater  step  forward  than  ind  ever  been 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

Tub  Londtfti  Society  lias  taken  over  the 
Teddington  and  Hampton  branches  of  the 
Staines  Society.  Thus  has  necessitated  the 
Staines  Society  paving  out  978  members,  hut 
the  committee  are  hopeful  of  making  up  this 
number  by  vigorous  propaganda. 

Air.  D.  .Mason,  educational  secretary  of 
the  Enfield  Highway  Society,  delivered  the 
second  of  a series  of  six  lectures  on  “ Co- 
loration ” to  tlie  members  of  the  Junior 
Guild  in  the  Waldron  Hall,  on  Saturday 
last.  There  was  a good  attendance.  Air. 
Alason,  who  dealt  with  the  subject  of 
“Retail  Co-operation,"  spoke  of  the  organ- 
isation of  retail  societies,  and  discussed  their 
legal  position  as  conditioned  by  the  various 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts. 

A highly  successful  conference  of  Junior 
Guilds  attached  to  the  educational  com- 
mit tee  of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society  was 
held  in  tho  Co-operative  Hall,  Enfield  High- 
way, on  Friday  evening  Inst.  Mr  J.  H.  (.'arr 
(educational  committee)  presided,  and  dele- 
gates were  present  from  all  JuDjor  Guilds. 
The  constitution  of  the  guilds  Was  considered 
and  agreed  to  unanimously.  A feature  of 
the  same  is  that  two  senior  representatives, 
appointed  by  the  educational  committee,  are 
attached  to  each  guild  in  an  advisory  capa- 
city. Although  the  Junior  Guild  movement 
in  the  Enfield  Highway  Society's  district  is 
only  twelve  months  old,  200  members  have' 
joined,  and  the  various  branch  reports 
showed  that  the  position  from  an  educational 
and  financial  standpoint  was  excellent. 
Sports  sections  are  being  organised,  and  the 
guilds  .are  holding  outings  during  the 
summer  months.  Arrangements  an  also  in 
hand  for  Folding  a One-day  Summer  School 
in  the  Co-operative  HaJJ.  The  educational 


known  in  the  history  of  the  sevh-tv.  in  h 
their  trade  totalled  £107,32*;  m l*.vjn  u 
increased  to  £143,475 — an  w*f  «<.  1 

cent.  In  1921  the  total  uiiiuuuttd  ^ 
£129,130 — an  increase  of  20  per  huh  ,i  * 
the  1919  figures.  In  July.  1920,  jj„,r  ‘ 
an  overdraft  of  £6,204  at  tin-  bank 
they  had  a balance  at  the  link  of  y! 
In  the  meantime  they  had  spent  on 
sions  the  sum  of  £14,434.  flic  society  |J 
now  one  of  the  finest  bakeries  in  the  ilun,,. 
and  he  could  not  say  anything  tm  liighK  ;V 
to  the  workmanship  and  the  nuiterinl  nm  ’ 
by  the  C.W.S.  building  department.  ' 
Air.  A.  E.  Threadgill  convey .<d  the  grv»»] 
ings  of  the  C.W.S.  Board.  He  congmjl 
luted  the  society  on  the  enteijuise  u|K(i 
they  had  shown,  and  lie  trusted  that  tL 
yvould  receive  the  loyal  support  ui 
members. 

Air.  J.  H.  Clunne  said  the  old  baker)  ij 
done  its  duty,  and  it  was  essential  to' Im! 
this  new  one.  If  there  lmd  Ixu-n  im 
operative  bakery  in  Gravesend  the  inn-.f 
bread  would  be  very  much  higher.  Heine, 
tinned  that  they  were  doing  •.•moihv 
er  week,  but  lie  hoped  that  this  would  ••• 
e increased  to  200  per  week. 

The  Commemoration  Tea. 

The  visitors  then  inspected  the  bakcir 
end  everyone  was  impressed  with  the 
pactne&s  and  splendidly  arranged  |>rftiuw.« 
which  certainly  stand  as  a g.icul  mlmtiw! 
ment  for  tlie  efficiency  of  the  C.\Y  s,  •u„t. 
mnuship  and  the  reliability  of  the  mat. n.| 
nred.  The  delegates  were  subsequent 
entertained  to  ten. 

Air.  L.  I).  Tomlinson  expressed  \|i  1>iV 
regret  at  his  inability  to  attend,  mul  hix gou] 
wishes  for  the  success  of  the  i crenjoniev  \ 
Air.  Chicken  acknowledged  the  cginpli* 
meats  which  had  been  paid  that  clri.v  to  tU 
building  department.  They  ha  1 < sir ried oil 
the  whole  of  the  contract  by  Inbuilt*  riii|)lutnl 
locally ; some  of  the  workmen  wen*  iiioniltft 
of  tlie  Gravesend  Society. 

Air.  Harrison  (foreman)  briefly  icplicd  to 
the  remarks  mado  respecting  bis  servic,,«, 
Air.  Youngs  (representing  Atom*.  Dibf 
Sons  and  Perkins)  stated  tliat  his  lirm  M 
-put  their  best  work  in  the  bakery,  mid  fte 
was  sure  they  would  be  very  ploan’d  »itl 
the  result. 

Air.  Croft  made  a eulogistic  ri-fri'.'inc  U 
the  services  of  Air.  Harrison,  nnd  also  If 
the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  tlie  »*■ 
tract  had  been  completed.  The  work  lnl 
been  finished  at  the  contract  price  put  in  W 

the  C.W.S. 

Presentations. 

Afr.  Threadgill,  on  behalf  of  the  fliJfi 
tects’  department,  presented  Air.  Clun* 
with  a gold  watch  as  a snuvcmii  »f 
occasion^  Ho  also  handed  to  Mr.  WnlklM 
a silver  rose  howl. 

Messrs.  Clunne  and  Walkling  made  '"li- 
able replies  to  the  gifts. 

Later  there  was  a concert- mpetiiijb  -! 
which  an  excellent  address  ivid  delivrudb 
Mr.  Threadgill,  who  emphasised  the  imi'- ■* 
taut  part  which  co-operation 
necessarily  take  in  thojarc-ooiisirii'iiw  « 
Europe. 

The  whole  proceedings  were  sue  < riltf 
carried  out,  nnd  nhciild  mark  a htnrting-|"J‘!* 
for  increased  co-operative  prosperity  in  t**is 
Kentish  port. 


committee  have  offered  to  orgaiii-'*  < H"'1 
lor  tho  adolescents,  mid  the  affei  L likely  1* 
be  accepted. 

On  behalf  of  the  Southern  AdvL»ry  ( •' 
mittee,  Afr,  Adsett  addressed  n iii>-<  t ing  ^ 
E-’dford.  on  Friday  evening,  under  the  • l|'' 
pices  of  the  local  educational  » j.iiirnit}**. 
dealing -with  the  work  and  propp'd  di-.'l'l' 
meats  of  the  National  ( o-iqx/roti™ 
Publishing  Society. 

Guilds  in  the  Metropolitan  area  an*  l*^r* 
invited  to  support  the  uindid-itnre  < I 1 
Hurry;  Gosling  jn  tho  I-.C.C.  hye-f-lf' lion  * 
Keiiuiiigton.  to  fill  the  vacancy  mused  l»  j 
death  of  Sir  John  Heim.  TJio  lulling 
place  on  Saturday,  tlie  29th  inst. 

The  Ooloheeter  Society  paid  £814  5*  2 
under  their  collective  life  assn  mutt- 
during  the  last  half-year  ; thirty-*'  " ' 1 . 
have  been  paid  since  January  1st  tin*  ’■ 

Mr.  R.  flibberd,  secretary  to  the  Soothg 
Section,  is  this  week  paying  a "j!t  l"  „t 
Channel  Islands,  where  he  is  aduro**i  K 
series  of  meetings. 

An  increasing  trade  is  being 
sterilised  milk  over  nil  extended  ar.<*  ". 
model  dairy  of  the  London  Society. 

Tlie  Portsea  Island  Society's  new 
bakery  at  Gosport  (Haul.)  was  "l"1  ' 
Saturday,  April  loth,  with  n «er.-n'*':i>  1 t 
sided  over  by  Air.  H,  Roper  1 

local  member  (Councillor  Mr-  ''  .rjY, 
pleasingly  performed  the  opening.  . 
oakery  opens  with  a 60  sack  per 
which  it  is  anticipated  will  be  boon  ftyt 
as  tho  local  members  realise  tne 
benefit  of  bread  baked  locally.  At  a1  p^i-  , 
meeting  held  tlie  same  evening. 
dent  delivered  a stirring  addr-  ' I 

pressed  the  hope  tliat  the  inin-ecJ !il  jufcd' 
would  see  that  recovery  from  pre*  f|. 
ties  which  all  deeired. 
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IW  Towers 

Edwin  Elliott 


or  of uTfie  Sffike  taf/Deeprlvny? 

* " ‘ ,,/lr  Porcp/uin  Romance  efc. 


' t uAi'Ti: 


k XIV. — Stei.t.a's .Peril. 


l^Uirik  Iierself'to  the  room  where  J aline, 
SLlioii  was  awaiting  heK 

siif  0,ll-v  'een  01102  lx‘lorc-.  J>nt 
|UI(|  stained  a vivid  recollection  of  him, 

•r  lie  lind  interested  her"  considerably.  C’oiv 
Lentlv  she  'was  greatly  si  locked 
c,i;iiiS?  i->  >■*  apfiWnce;  an 
• • ’ 1 — *•  -'nined  el 

li  pity  and 

•Oli,  sir,"  she  exc  laimed,  impulsiv. 

.1,, -went  towards  him  with  hand 
jiretcheil. 


lier  hasty  adieu  to  Page,  Stella  at 


; the 
ml  the  kiionv 

SSite  had  just,gained  of  its  cause  made 
l/lieart  hound  with  pity  and  sympathy. 

**  . ,,  i._  ■nmiiUii'cly,  as 

• out- 

and  eyes  bright  with  tears  ready 
■ Vim  look  so  ill,  so  changed  since 
; von  last  that  I— I— foci  positively 
diccke'l  I am  very,  very,  sorry,  believe 

^The  greeting  might  have  been  a little  un- 
conventional. but  if  was  a natural  outburst 
f,uin  a warm  heart.  Julius  Carslmlton  was 
plainly  surprised.  Ha  gasped  a little,  and 
[jrtlie  launent  it  t-eemed  as  if  he  were  about 
to  respond  impulsively.  But  tie  held  bim- 
K’lt  in,  and  answered  her  quietly  and 
gravely. 

‘••Miss  Hasdethorpa,  I am  deeply  touched 
I,/  the  kindness  and  spontaneity^  of  your 
greeting.  I thank  you  very  muelf.  But  I 
am  well,  os  well  as  1 need  be  for  my  work, 
ami  that  is  all  one  should  consider.” 

••  | nni  afraid  1 cannot  aoSept  your 
assiii'niu c . or  endorse  your  conclusion,”  rt> 
turned  Stella,  with  a warning  shake  of  her 
Lead,  " I think  you  not  only  need-absolute 
rest,  but  I should  say  that  you  ought  to 
lave  :ii[  entire  change  of  surroundings,  new 
stimuli,  new  objects  of  interest,  new  dis- 
tinction.^ in  -fact.” 

'■  Di  n Klions?”  lie  echoed,  with  a 
momentary  flash  from  his  dark  eyes,  ” I 
lave  hud  distractions  enough,  believe  me. 
As  to  the  rest  of  which  you  speak  it  would 
be  no  n - t at  all.  Besides,  my  work  here  is 
not  half  done.  To  be  ordered  away  by 
doctor  or  bishop  would  bring' about  a ca.las- 
'tropli'  Please  don’t  talk  about  my  health 
any  mo  re. 

"I  have  called  for  quite  another  purpose. 

1 wish  to  speak  to  you  about  Miss  listener. 
Vcu  are  deeply  attached  to  her,  I believe?” 
"I  am  awfully  fond  of  her,  poor  little 
thing, " , ri?d  Stella,  with  energy.  ” I must, 

1 will,  protect  her  against  herself.” 

“Mi's  Hnzletliorpe,”  lie  said  slowly,  as 
lie  gaze  ! steadfastly  into  lier  eyes,  " tell  me 
tins;  li  vou  believe  your  cousin  to  be  in 
danger  i—  well,  T scarcely  dare  to  finish  my 
wnteiuv.” 

‘‘There  i*  no  need,”  rejoined  Stella  with 
gasp.  ••  The  idea  is  too  horrible  to  put 
inio  words.  No,  there  would  be  no  danger 
il  she  would  but  speak  the  truth.” 

“You  think  she  knows  the  truth?” 

‘‘  I am  certain  :cf  it.” 

He  sighed,  and  was  silent  for  a few 
Moment*.  Then  lie  remarked: 

“Duly  is  the  most  terrible  of  task- 
masters." 

■“•Doubtless,”  assented  Stella,  ” probably, 
teoause  there  are  so  many  counterfeits. 
U|}V  is  an  imposter  nine  cases  out  of  ten.” 

- , r Bod’s  sake  don’t  say  that,”  be 
[m  with  more  emotion  than  lie  bad 
mtlierto  shown.  11  Duty  is  hard  indeed 
^Motimes.  But  one  need  not  be  deceived, 
.urely . Duty  means,  in  most  cases,  the 

'jojlnce  of  the  smaller  to  the  greater  issue. 

. '.U|-v  always  involves  suffering,  and  not 
*** nu*  '"’*tM‘ng  for  the  innocent.” 

^ .lhat  may  be^  philosophy,”  retorted 
in,1,  with  so,ne  passion,  "but  it- is  not 
L ll',e  Hie  innocent  ought  not  to  suffer 
Dim' I guilta-.  I would  not  connive  at  the 
♦l,™11"?111  of  nn  innocent  person  to  save  a 
* (."u1111!  hves." 

g -Hush,  bush,”  he  rejoined  sharply,  “ you 
one  f'fUOt  " *lnt  »Vou.are  sayiug-  One  life  is 
baluti  * ^Ue  sou*  *s  OWs  souh  Vou  cannot 
Hull, "Ue  against  hundreds,  thousands, 
maybe. 

i.  "ll  speak  impulsively,  ac-cord  ing^to  the 
L 1>:» s -<ions  of  tile  individual.  They  must 
s#ffer*,..,ed>  crushed,  whatever  the 

frjfl'^l?  . .""’hid. , have  c-onibated  tliis  view 
• -'ii  the  force  of  lier  vocabulary,  bad  she 
ipo  ' ,llove<i  bv  the  evidences  of  the 
it,,.'  |V  -'""'u  pain.  His  face-  whs  twitchj 
ttjjif.*  ,,|’s  quivering,  in  spite  of  Ids 
Ler  ''l  ^ruggl?  tor  .self-control.  : And  so 
foreflru.'ln':  'h  care  Vent  out  to  him,  naid  slid 
ta,ui  "S  H'uldS'ipky  in  her  sorrow  few  the 

'•  ^ •■•vsluiluni,’1  she  said-  softly,  ■’ I 
hn-„  ',;ire  *"r  your  ideas;  They  don't  con? 
1*17,  i00  01ie  bit.  Bat  I am : very,  very 
:*V  nOU'  „ Hove  suffered  so.  that 
i 7 '-T  snfhjiUig.  Oli,  why  should  •we 
M jr*™*  humanity  ? Why  should  iwe 
kornsn  1.  S'*  st?,  1 ' Even  a priest  is  a 
V-o  L',v.a']n^{  ble  must  love,  even  if  he  is 
m « to  hate.  All  2-  forgive  me  if  I am 


intruding  Upon  a grief  fbatsbould  be  sacred. 
But  it  is  true,  is  it  not?  that  you  loved  the 
girl  wlio  has  met  this  terrible  fate?” 

He  staggered  backwards,  bis  lace  red  ia 
patches,  and  livid, in  other  parts. 

" Who,  who?  ” lie  gasped,  “ In  betrayed 
my  secret?  To  one  man. only  nave  I par- 
tially unburdened  myvself,  and  lie,  trail'  r- 
ously,  has  dared  to— — ” 

"No,  no,  no,”  sli£  cried.  "No-one  has 
betrayed  vour  confidence,  believe  me.  Ob, 
Air.  Carslialton,  mere  silence  is  not  keeping 
a secret.  Somtv  secrets  .are  no  secrets, 
especially  such  a secret  as  youns.  Love,  like 
murder,  wilL’out.” 

He  made  no  answer  to  this,  but  stood 
stiffly  for  a while,  holding  his  clenched  lists 
closely  down  to  his  sides,  pressing  bis  lips 
tightly  together,  and  breathing  heavily 
through  his  nostrils.  At  -last  his  lips 
parted,  and  he  said  pantingly: 

" Neither  statement' is  true.  One  Judge, 
the  Judge  of  all  moil,  alone  knows.  Tien 
do  but  guess,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten 
guess  wrongly.” 

Stella  felt  very  sqrry  fer  him.  and  yet  if 
little  chilled.  He  evidently  reseyted  her 
discovery  of  his  love  tor  Muriel;  and  her 
intense  sympathy  was  no  bairn  for  the 
laceration  of  his  heart.  Slie  had  committed 
an  error,  and  her  conviction  of  the- fad  gave 
her  a good  deal  of  pain. 

" Please  forgive  me,”  she  faltered.  “ I 
ought  to  have  known  better.  It  was  my 
foolish,  impulsive  way.” 

"Hush,  hush,”  he  said  softly.  "Your 
impulses  are  of i the  best.  Don’t  ask  me  to 
forgive.  But  I want  you  to  understand  that 
I dare  not  yield  to  tender  feelings  just  now, 
not  even  to  the  pure  emotions  of  gratitude 
and  thankfulness.  Only  by  stern  repression 
can  I fight  the  fight,  and  do  my  duty.  No 
matter  how  I may  have  sinned  I must  not 
neglect  that.” 

"Sinned?”  she  echoed.  "Oh,  Mr.  Cars- 
'll niton,  honourable  love  for  a Iranian  is  no 
sin,  even  in  a priest,” 

" In  my  case  it  was,”  lie  groaned,  as  lie 
turned  away  from  lier  with  head  bent,  and 
hands  pressed  close  to-liis  temples.  After 
he  had  paced  the  room  several  times  with 
swift  strides,  he  again  faced  her,  with  head 
thrown  hack,  and  .eyes  shining  wildly.  In- 
stantly she  saw  that  his  self-control  was 
gone,  a ud  That  the  natural  man  was  about 
to  speak.  And  so  it  proved,  for  the  words 
ponied  from  his  lips  i-i  a torrent,  and  Stella 
caught  a glimpse  of  the  heart  of  a tortured 
niau. 

“Sin?  All,  yes;  a sweet  sin!  I loved 
her,  oli,  I loved  her,  madly,  despairingly, 
fantastically.  I know  that  slie.  could  never 
be  mins.  I knew  that  it  was  not  fit  tlipt 
she  should.  I knew  that  she  stood  between 
me  and  my  God.  And  yet  I hugged  my  sin, 
and  revelled  in  the  madness  of  it, 

" I knew  that  slie  did  net  love  me,  could 
not  love  me,  dared  not  love  me.  I knew 
that  she  was  playing  with  me.  sporting  with 
me,  taking  pleasure  iii  my  foil  from  man- 
hood. Anil  yet — and  yet — Lwent  on  loving 
her,  madly,  sinfully.  And  now  it  is  Hell  to 
me.  Hell  that  I have  deserved,  Hell  from 
which  I cannot  escape.  Oh,  oh,  oh!” 

He  was  not  looking  at  her  mw.  He  was 
staring  upwards  with  dilating  eves,  a*  if  lie 
were  addressing  a host  of  accusers  in  the  air 
above  him. 

Probably  lie  had  forgotten  Stella,  who, 
with  clasped  hands,  was  watching -him  in 
great  distress.  Many  emotions  were 
agitating  her,  the  chief  of  them  being 
intense  pity  for  the  man,  and  boiling  indig- 
nation against  the  girl  who  had  made  him 
the  plaything  of  her  lust  for  conquest. 

Stella  had  never  felt  so  distressingly  im- 
potent before.  Hitherto  love  had  seemed 
to  her  to  be  a pretty  thing  to  think  about 
when  she  chanced  to  be  in  a sentimental 
mood.  It  seemed  to  have  no  connection 
with  this  hurricane  of  emotion,  now  display- 
ing its  tempestuous  energies  before  her. 
And  so  she  stood  abashed,  shrinking, 
frightened  even. 

But  the  storm  subsided  with  n suddenness 
.that  was  as  startling  as  its  outbreak.  There 
was  a visible  jerk  of  the  whole  of  Cars- 
halton’s  body.  Then  he  snatched  his  hands 
from  liis  temples,  and  faced  her  with 
sternlv-set  lips.  After  a long,  indrawn  sigh, 
he  said : 

" Please  forget  this  exhibition  of  a man\; 
cowardly  lack  of  self-control . You  must 
despise  me.” 

" Despise  you?"  she  echoed  in  broken 
tones.  "Oh,  not  that,  not  that.” 

"If  you  do  not  despise  me.”  he  returned 
-with  a ■ melancholy  smile,  v then  you  ought 
to.  for-  I dtespise  myself. 

" Now  plense  lot  it  -pass;  I have  to  a-sk  a 
favour  from  you.  It  is  really  the  purpose  of 
my  visit.  -I  want  you  to  promise  that  if 
•events  should  so  develop  as^  to  add  to- the 
density  of  the  elouds  thot'are  hanging  over 
•the  Jieads  of  'Miss  IjHerrer  and  Horace 
Despard  you  will  let  me  know?” 

•t*  It  is  very  good- of  you.' ’ rejoined  Stelh, 
— to  think? of- them  «jnid  nil  you*-  ctUer  rarcs 
mid  sorrows.  I think  you-  are’the  best  man’ 
I hare  ever  known." 

‘‘Don't,  don’t!”  he  jerked  <iui  sharply. 
" You  know  not  what  you  are  saying.  But, 
you  promise?" 


" Yes."  she  replied  rather  wearily.  " I 
do  not  think  I shall  find  out  inything.  for  it 
seems  as  if  some  pewer.  Fate  or  Prnvi.h-.w 
is  taking  affairs  out  of  our  hands.  But  I w ill 
let  you  know  -should  any  development  occur 
between  this  and— and  when,  .Mr. 

Carslialton?” 

" Well."  he  issiid  after  a little  delibera- 
tion. “ say  between  this  and  the  ro-openiug 
of  the  inquest  t n Monday  next.  Mm  h will 
depend  on  what  conies  out  then.  Good- 
bye. Miss  Hazlethurpe.  Whatever  happens 
I hope  no  shall  always  be  friends  until — 
until — — " 

“ Yes?”  she  said,  interrcgitively,  for  he 
had  •stopped. 

••  Until  the  eml,"  lie  said,  as  lie  took  her 
extended  hand,  and  held  it  tightly  between 
his  two.  Then  lie  hastily  dropped  it,  and 
left  her  w ithout  another  word. 

"T  cannot  understand  him,”  soliloquised 
Stella  us  soon  as  she  was  alone,  " except. on 
the  ground  of  mental  derangement.  01 
course',  he  is ' not'  what  people  call  in. id. 
though  I i simTot  hut  feel  that  there  L hut 
little*  method  in  his  supplied  sanity. 

' Oli,  men;  ye  are  tearfully  and  wonder- 
fully made.  Strong  ye  may.be,  but  ye  are 
as  guileless  as  babes.  Of  course,  you  are 
cur  masters  ; yet  we  ran  fool  you  as  we  w ill. 
The  worst  thing  about  you  is  that  you  will 
turn  comedy  into  tragedy,  and  frighten  us 
poor  wemen  by  your  refusal  to  he  trivial.” 

Somehow,  as  she  came  to  lids  sage  con- 
clusion die  felt  neither  happy  n r exultant, 
and  she  choked  down  a number  of  perplex- 
ing sighs  that  would  come  forcing  their  ways 
.upwards.  Then,  yielding  to  a sudden  im- 
pulse, she  ran  to  her  l-coni, -hastily  donned  a 
few  outdoor  tilings,  and  went  for  a brisk 
walk  in  the  open  country. 

The  exerqise  did  her  good,  .and  -restored 
some  of  her  naturally  buoyant  spirits.  As 
soon  as  ohe,  got  away  from  t lie  vicinity  of 
Ivy  Towers  some  of  its  gloom  seemeu  to  li 1 1 , 
and  she  felt  as  if  she  lgul .exaggerated  the 
.terrors  by  which  she  was.  surrounded. 

The  scene  had  something  to  do  with  this 
c hange  of  mood.  Certainly  it  would  he 
difficult  to  find  a prettier  district  in 
England.  It  was  neither  flat  nor  rugged, 
just  delightfully  undulating,  well-watered, 
sufficiently  wooded,  dotted  with  villages,  and 
.with  occasional  picturesque  country  seats, 
typically  English  in  its.  sweet  fresh  beauty. 

And  Stella  drank  in  the  beauty  of  it  all 
with  a sense  of  perfect  satisfaction,  a?  she 
wandered  onwards  for  an  hour  cr  more, 
feeling  Tio  fatigue  whatever,  her  mind  Joeing 
in  a state  of  placidity  to  which  it  had  long 
been  a stranger,  and  occasionally  startling 
herself  by  becoming  aware  of  an  impulse  to 
sing. 

, At  last  she  began  to  think  of  returning, 
and  then  she  made  the  discovery  that  Hie 
had  completely  lost  her  way.  She  had  taken 
byroads  and  Lines  in  preference  to  high- 
roads, she  had  followed  tracks  across  fields, 
and  up  and  down  hills,  without  ever 
troubling  herself  as  to  whether  she  were  a 
trespasser  or  not.  Consequently  ■she  had 
met  hut  Few  people,  and  for  some  time  past 
she  had  encountered  no  one. 

Now,  however,  having  discovered  that  she 
had  lost  all  sense  of  location,  she  locked 
around  for  some  sign  of  a human  being  who 
would  be  able  to  give  her  the  information 
slie  required. 

She  was  standing  onytlie  summit  of  ouo  of 
the  low  rounded  hills  common  to  ths  district, 
'and  from  lier  coign  of  vantage  she  was  able 
to  survey  the  scene  for  miles  round.  Ivy 
Towers  was  not  within  view,  and  the  nearest 
habitation  she  could  see  was  certainly  dis- 
tant quite  three  -miles. 

She  began  to  feel  a little  •se'ious,  and 
looked  around  her  more  carefully  to  see  if 
there  were  some  solitary  individual  near  at 
hand.  And  then  she  felt  a decided  thrill  of 
relief;  for,  seated  on  a stile  a few  hundred 
yards  clown  the  slope  of  the  hill  on  which 
she  stood,  was  a man  with  his  pipe  in  his 
mouth.  The  stile  was  placed  at  a gap  in  the 
hedge  that  separated  the  hillside  from  the 
lane  or  byroad. 

Stella  instantly  ran  down  towards  the 
man,  and  when,  she  was  within  a couple  of 
yards  of  him,  slie  stopped  and  cried  : 

"I  beg  your  pardon , friend.  C'nn  you 
direct  me  to ” 

But  she  got  no  further  than  this;  for,  at 
tlie  sound  of  her  voice  the  man  turned  and 
faced  her.  It  was  Richard  Trent! 

Fearless  as  she  was  by  nature  and  train- 
ing. slie  was  conscious  cf  an  uncomfortable 
thrill  when  she  found  herself  alone  with  a 
man  whom  she  believed  to  be  a desperado  of 
a very  daring  type. 

He  was  standing  in  a narrow  lane,  and  she 
in  the  field,  with  her  hack  towards  the  hill 
Mhe  had  just  descended,  and  with  the  stile 
between  them. 

There  was  a decided  flutter  at  her  breast 
when  she  spoke,  but  she  managed  to  hide 
any  appearance  of  trepidation. 

“ I beg  your  pardon.  I only  wanted  to 
know  the  shortest  cut  to  Framley.  But  as 
you  are  a stranger  to  the  locality  I will  not 
trouble  you.  GcoJ  day.  friend.” 

She  spoke  in  the  most  unconcerned  way 
possible,  and  turned  as  if  with  the  intention 
of  retracing  her  steps  up  the  hill  But  lie 
called  after  her  instantly. 

" Stay,  missy.  You  won't  _'?t  to  Framley 
tliat  way,  and  you  may  lose  your  way  alto- 
gether when  night  falls,  as  it  w ll  within  an 
hour.  I’m  gofiig  to  Framley,  tins  way,  see? 
Come  along,  missy.  Just  Ie*  me  help  you 
oveC  the  -stile.’ * 

- His  words  were  unobjectionable,  hut 
there  was  no  mistaking  the  note  of  «om-i 
•mand.  as  well  as  familiarity  in  tones.  Her 
.position  was  perilous. 

Sire  glanced  at  tlie  hill  behind  her.  Could 
, she  moiigt  it  again,  and  make  i dash  fur  the 
farmhouse. slie  lind  seen  some  tljre^-  oi  four 
miles  in"  tile  distance'  The  notion  was  a 
desperate  one,  on«l  -she  breathed' qhi'-kly  at 
"the  thought? 

He  was  but  a couple  of  yards  away  from 
her.  Just  a leap  over  the  stile  and  he  would 


he  by  her  side.  In  spite  of  her  courage  she 
felt  very  much  like  s-.  reaming  i r help.  Hir 
with  u violent  eff.  it  she  belt!  down  the 
threatening  hysteria,  and  fury  d herself  to 
say  civilly,  hut  coldly  : 

" T am  obliged  to  you.  I - er — cannot 
accept  your — er  kindness,  as  I have  alter  .si 
my  plans." 

“ Stay  a hit  lnv  girl.”  he  cried,  mounting 
the  stile  as.  h?  spoke.  "I’m  not' going  to 
let  you  cut  me  like  that.  I ain't  piAite, 
missy  ; inin't  p litc.  Stop!” 

She  hlul  tnvrod  from  him.  and  had  taken 
a few  rapid  steps  towards  the  hill  top.  Tlie 
command  to  stop  had  only  add  -d  to  the  im- 
pulse for  flight , and  she  tore  ma.llv  up  the 
slope. 

Then  slie  heard  him  spring  to  the  grouuf 
on  her  side  of  the  hedge,  and  'he  knew  tlmi 
the  attempt  at  \V it$  futile:  Panting 

and  with  eyes  blazing,  she  faced  him,  ror  vc 
with  the  courage  of  desperation. 

"Stand  hack,  you • coward,  you  dastard, 
i know  you.  Silqs  Depew  Collie  lntt  nimJnt 
step  forward.  i|i\l  I will  have  vou  -cat  Ivn  k 
to  your  prison  on  the  other  sido  of  the 
Atlantic.” 

It  was  magnificent,  hut  it  was  not  war. 
To  defy  y desperate  criminal  in  . lonely  -pot 
like  that’  was  little  short  of  nifulae's.  But 
her  defiance  did  not  provoke  the  imiu  u: 
anger.  In  the  first  place  he  really  a ln:;ied 
her  courage;  in  the  second,  lie  could  l.iugl: 
at  her  threat.  In  the  third,  she  looked  so 
superb  that  he  could  only  think  of  her 
beauty. 

" Jee-rusaleind”  lie  cried,  panting  a little, 
" you’re  a line  gal,  and  no  mistake.  Hanged 
if  i don't  think  you  lick  the  one  tli.H  was 
throttled,  and  she  was  enough  to  lhnke  a 
man  forget  his  soul,  if  he’d  got  one, 

" Come,  cpipe;  it's  no  wse  talking  rail  to 
me.  I don't  iyiind  it.  you  know,  for  nil  girls 
look  a tlgn'saud  times  prettier  when  they  are 
in  a temper.  Lord!  You  make  a man’s 
blood  dance  about  like  quicksilver.  No,  a on 
shan't  go 

He  caught  her  arm  as  he  spoke.  The 
touch  of  his  hand  wrought  her  to  instant 
frenzy.  Clenching  the  lingers  of  her  free 
hand,  she  swung  her  arm  round  with  all  her 
force,  and  struck  him  full  in  the  face  iiitli 
her  fist,  dealing  him  a blow  such  as  lie.  Had 
rarely  received  in  his  life  before. 

It  accused  the  maddest  devil  within  him. 
In  an  instant  lie  had  her  in  his  aim  . and, 
fight  as  she  would,  she  could  not  free  herself. 

" You  beautiful  slie-ont,”  lie  gasped,  his 
eyes  blazing  and  bloodshot.  " I’ve  got  you, 
and  you  may  scream  your  heart  out.” 

Tlie  next  instant  she  felt  !iis  liOo  breath 
on  her  face,  and  his  burning  lip«  pressed 
tightly  to  hers. 

Then  she  did  scream,  again  and  again, 
while  lie  laughed  with  devilish  glee. 

Her  eyes  were  now  blind  with  horror,  and 
•slie  felt  as  if  she  had  fallen  headlong  into 
hell.  There  was  n singing  noise  in  her  cars, 
which  shut  out' all  other  sounds. 

Suddenly,  a miracle  happened,  or  .v.»  it 
.'eeuied  to  her.  Her  assailant  was  suddenly 
dragged  away,  and  she  heard  what  sounded 
like  the  blow  of  a man’s  fist,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  a heavy  thud  upon  the  ground. 

Slie  was  free,  hut  though  her  cvjs  were 
wide  open  she  could1  see  nothing  but  a red 
mist.  The  earth  seemed  to  heave  beneath 
her,  she  reeled,  staggered,  and  fell. 

But  she  did  not  strike  the  hard  ground. 
Again  she  was  caught  in  a pair  of  strong 
arms,  and  again  sheer  mad  fright  made  her 
•'train  her  eyeballs  in  ml  effort  to  see. 

And  she  did  see,  a face,  the  face  of  a man, 
hut  not  that  of  Richard  Trent. 

Again  a cry  burst  from  her  lips,  a cry.  not 
of  frantic  horror,  but  of  extreme  joy  and 
thankfulness. 

“Aubrey!”  she  shrieked.  And  then  she 
fainted. 

[to  ue  continued. 1 


Appointment  JIM.  the  King, 


The  name  of  Nestle’s  alwai/n 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestlu’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good”  as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Comparative  Stores.  ‘ 

NESTLE’S,  6-8.  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


is  made  from 
Fresh  Butter  and  Eggs, 
specially  selected  Lemons,  and  other 
choice  ingredients,  and  has  all 
the  flavour  and  aroma  ot^ 
the  fresh  fruit. 
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nnot 

be  excelled  for 
making  Cheese  Cakes, 
Lemon  Puddings,  etc.,  and 
; used  with  all  kinds  of  cake, 
pastry,  etc.,  by  the  most  experienced 
bakers,  and  housewives  in  me  country. 
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^ftEMON  CURD 
U AT  YOUR  OWN  STORE, 


Che  co-operatioe  Pews 


AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 


The  Editor  welcome}  original  contribution}  on  subjects  of  in  (fry!  to  co-operators. 
'Except  in  special  circumstances,  articles  should  be  kept  dousn  to  about  700  words.  Payment 
will  le  made  Jot  crticles  published,  end  contributions  accompanied  by  stamped  addressed 
encelcpes  will  be  returned  if  not  we  I.  All  such  contributions,  and  correspondence  relating  to 
them  and  o literary  contents  of  the  " News."  should  be  addressed  " THE  EDITOR. 
Orders,  inquiries,  and  correspondence  relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and 
deliveries  ol  the  " News"  shouldbe  addresseito  " THE  MANAGER,"  at  the  same  address 
Delay  mau  arise  when  communications  are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO- 
OPERATIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS.  LONG  MILLGATE.  MANCHESTER. 


SATURDAY,  APRIL  29,  1922. 


CO-OPERATORS  AND 
MAY-DAY. 


May-Day,  devoted  to  the  common  cause  of  the 
workers  of  the  world,  is  not  a recognised  holiday  in 
this  little  island  ; so  that,  while  workers  in  many  other 
countries  will  be  revelling  in  a great,  international  gala 
on  Monday,  most  of  the  workers  in  Great  Britain  will 
be  at  their  daily  tasks  as  usual — unless  they  are  unem- 
ployed. There  will  be  local  celebrations  here  and  there  ; 
but  May-Day  demonstrations,  which  are  intended  to 
be  all  on  the  same  day  to  signify  the  solidarity  of  Labour, 
will  be  divided  over  several  days  and  without  the  recog- 
nition of  a national  holiday,  so  far  as  this  little  part  of 
the  world  is  concerned. 

It  is  an  excellent  idea  to  have  at  least  one  day  in  the 
year  set  apart  as  a great  workers’  holiday  recognised 
throughout  the  world  as  Labour’s  own  day,  and  especially 
if  the  working  classes  would  use  it  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  stock  of  their  pwn  actual, state.  To  be  freed  from 
toil  for  that  one  day  in  order  to  be, at  liberty  to  think 
why  it  is,  for  example,  that  one  day’s  holiday  means  so 
much  to  them  ; to  wonder  why  they  cannot  more 
frequently  enjoy  that  lawful  “ day  off  ” which  so  many 
engaged  in  Big  Business  can  have  as  often  as  they 
please  ; to  wonder  what  keeps  them  tied  pretty  much 
to  the  same  part  of  the  same  town  so  many  days  of 
the  year ; would  be  decidedly  refreshing. 

The  working  classes  have  a great  deal  to  think  of 
when  they  are  relieved  of  their  jobs  for  a real  day  of 
their  own.  It  is  so  different  from  a day  when  they  are 
told  gruffly  that  there  is  no  work  for  them.  We  wish 
the  May-Day  holiday  were  an  established  fact.  It 
would  be  a day  to  look  forward  to.  It  would  mean 
that  all  the  great  wings  of  the  army  of  democracy  would 
get  together  under  the  flags  of  their  own  sections  of  the 
army,  to  discuss  things  in  their  own  way  from  their 
own  standpoint,  and  consider  how  all  these  various 
wings  of  the  army  hoped  to  get  together  in  the  great 
grand  march  into  the  free  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

From  many  platforms  and  in  many  tongues  the  goal 
of  the  workers  will  be  described  on  Monday  next  as 
'the1  Go-dperative1  Commonwealth.  ■ All  conceptions  of 
that  Commonwealth  do  not  agree  ; but  all  conceptions 
of  Heaven  do  not  agree.  There  are  some  people,  not 
the  workers,  who  contend  that  there  never  will  be  a 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  ; just  as  there  are  some 
who  contend  that  there  can  be  no  Heaven.  Faith, 
however,  is  an  unfailing  inspiration,  as  doubt  is  an 
inevitable  hindrance,  to  the  soul. 

The  measure  of  our  faith  is  often  increased  by  the 
extent  of  our  knowledge.  We  look  back  upon  the 
achievements  of  democratic  organisation.  We  measure 
the  work  of  those-flannel  weavers  and  their  poor  disciples 
who  inscribed  the  principles  of  co-operation  with  in- 
delible ink  upon  tablets  which  shall  live  so  long  as  the 
world  lasts.  We  contrast  the  position  of  the  working 
classes  to-day  with  the  position  of  the  working  classes 
in  1844  and  the  earlier  years  of  the  same  century.  We 
may  even  contrast  the  position  to-day  with  the  position 
of  the  workers  within  the  recollection  of  some  qf  us  who 
still  like  to  call  ourselves  young.  We  cannot  but  recog- 
nise the  enormous  strides  we  have  made  towards  social 
and  economic  emancipation  ; aqd  that  has  had  rquch 
to  do  with  the  political  emancipation  we  have  so  far 
won.  We  do  not  suggest  that  the  battle  of  democracy 
is  won,  nor  do  we  suggest  that  democracy  should  be 
content  to  rest  upon  its  laurels.  There  are  great 
victories  which  still  have  to  be  won  before  democracy 
is  free. 

The  co-operative  movement  has  been  a tower  of 
strength  to  the  trade  union  movement.  It  is  not  in 
doubt  that  for  years  the  co-operative  movement,  as 
an  employer,  was  made  the  pacemaker  iu  the  matter 
of  wages  and  conditions ; and  that  improvements  were 
asked  from  co-operative  employers  in  order  that  others 
might  be  made  to  toe  the  co-operative  line.  It  is  also 
true  that  the  example  of  collectivist  ownership  and 
control  shown  by  the  co-operative  movement  has  been 
one  of  the  greatest  factors  stimulating  municipal  trading. 
Co-operative  educational  activities,  too.  have  fitted 
many  workers  for  public-  sendee  ; and  if  Labour  is  fit 
to  govern  it  is  largely  due  to  what  Labour  has  learned 
in  the  co-operative  committee-room. 

We  are  writing  here  as  we  would  speak  from  h co- 
■ operative  platform  at  a May-Day  demonstration.  We 
are  showing  that  the  co-operative  movement  has  made 
its  own  special  contribution  to  the  emancipation  of 
Labour.  That  contribution  has  brought  the  worke 


enable  all  to  rise  to  the  fullness  of  free  manhood 
womanhood. 


■ 


To  all  who  share  our  zeal  for  the  emancipation  of  th» 
masses  from  poverty  and  injustice,  we  give  a May  tv 
greeting.  " •'  aJ 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


A PEOPLE'S  PROTEST. 


Work  of  all  kinds  was  at  a standstill  throughout  thy  [ • 
Free  State  on  Monday.  Shops  were  closed  ; no  trains  i 
trams,  taxi-cabs,  and  side-cars  remained  in  their  shelter  .. 
were  off  ; newspapers  did  not  come  out ; and  even  the 
and  telegraph  and  telephone  services  were  suspended,  Tt- 
great  silence  was  the  people’s  protest  against  the  usurpation  t{ 
power  by  the  small  minority  which  is  attempting  to 
rule  of  force  upon  the  masses  who  claim  the  right  to  expr^ 
their  views  freely  and  to  take  a free  part  in  deciding,  th* 
recent  settlement  provides,  the  future  constitution  of  the  Fnv> 
State.  The  stoppage  was  called  for  by  the  Irish  Labour  Party 
and  its  completeness  is  not  only  a tribute  to  the  party’s  influence 
but  is  also  evidence  of  the  public  resentment  against  the  imposition 
of  military  rule.  In  this  country  there  was  widespread  support 
for  Ireland  in  her  struggle  for  self-determination.  There  is  no 
public  support  for  any  section  which  attempts  to  suppress  five 
expression  of  political  views  or  attempts  to  impose  its  views 
upon  others  by  force  of  arms.  The  “ Irish  Homestead,"  in  an 
excellent  article  last  week,  applied  to  Ireland  the  same  criticism 
which  we  applied  to  the  Genoa  Conference.  It  told  the  people 
plainly  that  if  they  had  imbibed  more  freely  of  the  co-operative 
principle  there  would  bo  less  of  this  “ dragooning.  ' " Dragoon- 
ing,” says  the  editor,  “ when  applied  to  themselves  failed  to 
make  them  friendly  to  the  great  State  which  was  ill-advised 
enough  to  try  it,  and  it  will  equally  fail  if  it  is  applied  by  one 
section  of  Irishmen,  even  by  a majority  to  a minority."  That 
lesson  should  be  taken  to  heart  by  those  who  now  stand  in  the 
way  of  peaceful  settlement.  The  co-operative  movement  in 
Ireland  combined  warring  atoms  in  a general  effort  towards 
better  business,  even  in  the  darkest  days  of  tho  past  six  years. 
The  same  spirit  infused  into  the  everyday  lifo  of  tho  people  would 
make  Ireland  one  of  the  brightest  spots  in  Europo. 


THE  VOLGA  TRAGEDY. 


Last  week  we  received — too  late  for  publication— copies  ol 
circulars  issued  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester  and  the  Lady 
Mayoress,  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  Salford,  und  Mr.  .1,  L 
Paton,  of  the  Manchester  Grammar  School,  on  behalf  of  the 
starving  children  of  Russia.  A “ self-denial  week  ” hits  been 
organised,  and  it  closes  on  Sunday,  April  30th.  During  that 
week  all  were  asked  to  sacrifice  something  they  oould  do  without 
in  order  to  be  able  to  contribute  to  the  Famine  Relief  Fund. 
It  is  an  appeal  which  we  readily  commend,  because  already  wc 
have  pleaded  for  the  lives  of  some  of  these  Russian  children,  and 
the  co-operative  movement  as  a whole  has  subscribed  sub- 
stantially towards  their  rescue  from  the  fianga  of  hunger,  the 
pains  of  pestilence,  and  the  danger  of  death  with  which  million! 
of  them  are  confronted.  Twelve  shillings  will  save  one  life.  If 
one  of  us  saw  a child’s  life  in  danger  on  the  roadside,  and  knew 
that  twelve  shillings  would  save  it,  he — and  particularly  she— 
would  find  twelve  shillings,  even  if  it  meant  pawning  something 
to  raise  the  sum.  “ Out  of  sight  is  out  of  mind,”  however.  We 
can  only  read  of  the  misery  of  the  children  of  the  Volga;  but 
some  of  us  have  heard  the  terrible  descriptions  of  their  condition 
by  Dr.  Nansen  who  has  seen  them,  and  it  is  up  to  us  all  to  pve 
what  help  we  can,  how  we  can,  if  for  no  loftier  reason  than 
as  Dr.  Nansen  told  us,  we  cannot  afford  to  allow  this  terrible 
blight  to  spread  among  human  beings  in  Russia  or  anywhere  eke. 


CONGRESS  AND  THE  PRESS. 

The  Co-operative  Party  is  to  bring  a resolution  before  C< 
gress  declaring  that  in  the  interests  of  co-operation  and  tho 
cause  of  democracy  a daily  newspaper  controlled  by  the  worker* 
is  essential.  The  resolution  propose?  that  the  Central  Board, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Co-operative  Party  and  the  National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society,  be  instructed  to  approach 
the  General  Council  of  tho  Trade  Unions  Congress  and  the 
National  Executive  of  the  Labour  Party  to  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  establishing  a powerful  people's  press  representative 
of  all  sections  of  the  Labour  and  co-operative  movements.  The 
Central  Board,  at  the  request  of  the  Southern  Sectional  Boan , 
convened  in  January  last  a meeting  between  the  two  W boh  > ' 
Societies,  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society,  t ® 
Co-operative  Productive  Federation,  ami  representative*  ol 
the  Co-operative  Union,  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of  comma-' 
ing  or  acquiring  a daily  newspaper  for  the  co-eperatn  • tn°' 
meat.  That -meeting  considered  the  whole  question,  and  tho* 
present  were  satisfied  that  steps  taken  by  the  National  ( <>  opera 
tive  Publishing  Society  in  the  direction  of  equipping  i'-'  lf 
the  production  of  a daily  paper  owned  and  controlled  by  t 
co-operative  movement  were  on  sound  lines,  and  they  urged  t 
societies  to  give  the  Publishing  Society  their  folk  * -ny\* 
so  as  to  hasten  on  developments.  The  National 
Publishing  Society  is  satisfied  that  a daily  papm  is  r,,/l 1 ^ 
in  which  the  co-operative  movement  will  be  free  to  « K 1 
without  compromising  other  bodh-  and 


of  the  world  nearer  the  Commonwealth  of  their  dreams 


and  they  will  triumph  over  the  dangers  that  yet  lie  on 
the  road  to  that  Co-operative  Cofnmonwealth  if  they 
march  together  under  the  co-operative  flag,  each  helping 
and  being  helped  by  his  neighbour  on  the  way,  and  all 
united  in  the  one  aim  of  raising  the  masses  of  the  people 
to  a level  of  peace  and  happiness  and  comfort  which  will 


own  views 
being  conij. 

It.  intends  to  bring  forward  an  amendment  to  tli< 
-party’s  resolution  in  which  it  will  ask  the  Congress  < 
ita  support  to  the  National  Society  so  as  to  make  tin*  oo 
daily  paper  soon  possible.  In  doing  that  the  Sock  ' 
following  up  the  policy  agreed  upon  by  the  two  v 
Societies  which  were  brought  together  in  the  Notion! 
by  the  Survey  Committee  of  the  Union  chiefly  for 
purpose.  That  policy  haa  been  approved  by  the  Centi 
by  successive  Congresses,  and  by  the  shareholding 
Brighton  Congress  will  be  asked  to  reaffirm  that  pob 
it  has  already  ratified. 


Aren.  29,  1922. 
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INTERNATIONAL  C.W.S. 

SENTIMENT  v.  BUSINESS. 

THE  LATEST  AT  MILAN. 

The  great  question  of  the  moment  before 
the  co-operative  world  is  the  establishment 
of  an  international  organisation  for  co- 
operative wholesale  purchasing.  The  last, 
it  was  nevertheless  not  the  least,  of  the 
commissions  to  6it  in  connection  with  the 
meetings  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  just  held  in  Milan. 

Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  the  president  of  the 
Scottish  C.W.S. , was  in  the** chair,  and  he 
had  the  immediate  support  of  Mr.  T. 
Brodrick,  the  secretary  of  the  English 
C.W.S.,  who  is  acting  a«  the  secretary  to 
this  international  committee  of  national 
co-operative  wholesale  societies.  There 
was  a good  muster  of  representatives, 
although  there  were  absentees  fronj  Fin- 
land, Poland,  and  the  Scandinavian 
countries. 

The  second  annual  report  of  this  com- 
mittee, as  submitted  to  the  International 
C'o-operative  Alliance,  was  reviewed  in  the 
“Co-operative  News’’  a fortnight  ago. 
The  spirit  of  that  report  is  embodied  in 
the  sentence  from  it:  “ Co-operative  trade 
cannot  be  done  on  sentiment ; and  any 
goods  purchased  must  compare  favourably 
with  similar  goods  obtained  through  other 
channels.”  It  is  added:  ” Our  experience 
of  this  year  merely  confirms  .the  view  we 
have  previously  expressed,  thqt  very  great 
care  miist  be  taken  in  developing  inter- 
national business,  as  its  speculative  nature 
may  become  a source  of  danger  to  the 
movement  unless  properly  safeguarded  and 
controlled.” 

Whence  the  Funds  and  Credits? 

A report  on  the  recent  -co-operative  visit 
to  Russia  was  submitted  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  A.  W.  Golightly,  the  chairman  of  this 
commission,  who  was  one  of  the  delegates 
sent  oii t by  the  I.C.A.  He  pointed  out 
that  tlietq  were  certain  goods  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  but  suggested  that  the  Russians 
should  communicate  with  the  various 
wholesales'  to  find  out  their  individual 
needs  and  requirements.  The  Russians 
object  to  that,  preferring  to  go  to  an 
international  wholesale,  which,  of  course, 
does  not . exist,  whilst  there  are  no  funds 
to  create,  capital  for  sqclj  an  organisation, 

A notice  of  motion  by  Herr  E.  Lustig 
(Tcheoho-Slqy;akia)  as  to  guarantees  to 
Russia  was  lield  over  pending  developments 
at  the  Genoa  Conference.  He  proposed  the 
creation  of  a separate  syndicate  for  finding 
credits,  but  did  not  say  whence  the  Money 
would  be  got. 

Frau  Freundlicli  (Austria),  in  regard  to 
trading  with  Russia,  said  the  very  big 
difficulty  was  to  find  responsible  buyers. 
They  in  Austria  had  made  repeated  efforts 
to  do  business,  and  only  on  one  occasion 
had  they-  succeeded. 

Madame  Dr.  Polovtsev  said  that  possibly 
in  the  change-over  of  organisations  there 
had  been  some  difficulty  of  this  kind,  but 
a new  law  in  Russia  provided  that  eo-opera- 
tives  should  have  preference  over  private 
firms. 

Russia  to  be  Represented. 

A memorandum  oif  agreement  on  the 
Russian  question  was  submitted  by  the 
sub-committee,  but  M.  Kissin  (Centro- 
soyus,  Moscow)  objected  that  they  had  not 
had  tlio  formula,  and  therefore  could  not 
discuss  it. 

[Continued  at  foot  of  second  column.] 


One  obtains  the  first  glimpse  of  the  maypole 
at  Melton  from  the  rise  just  outside  the  village. 
It  stands  on  the  village  green  at  the  “ toon 
end,”  and  the  sight  of  its  weathercock — a run- 
ning fox — is  a welcome  one  to  villagers  and 
visitors  travelling  home  by  ‘bus  from  the 
market  city.  I have  seen  Daniels  point  to  it 
with  his  whip,  and  say,  part  to  his  passengers 
and  part  to  his  homes,  “ Noo,  mi  lads,  thear’s 
t’oad  fox,  an’  Bowles’  poplars ; we  sail  noan 
bo  lang  noo.  Get,  Darling,  ger  along,  mi 
lads.”  And  at  a flick  of  the  whip  the  horses 
quickened  their  pace  for  the  last  stretch 
towards  home. 

Daniels  was  proud  of  the  new  maypole,  and 
so  were  the  villagers.  Sutton  boasted  a 
church,  which  drew  the  villagers  Suttonwards 
for  weddings,  funerals,  and  christenings ; but 
Melton  had  its  maypole,  and  took  a real  pride 
in  it. 

The  first  of  May  that  year  happened  on  a 
Saturday.  A dull  morning  it  was,  but  towards 
noon  the  sun  peeped  out,  and  the  freshness  of 
the  hedges,  the  springing  green  of  the  trees, 
and  the  rich  blossoms  of  the  orchards  made 
one  feel  that  it  was  good  to  get  away  from  the 
roar  and  bustle  of  the  city  into  the  heart  of 
the  glorious  countryside  in  May.  Work  in  the 
fields  and  on  the  farmsteads  finished  earlier 
that  day,  for  the  festivities  were  timed  to  com- 
mence in  the  afternoon.  Homer1  and  the 
village  schoolmaster  hung  the  long  ribbons 
from  the  maypole  in  the  morning  for  the 
children’s  dance,  and  as  I watched  them 
Horner  assured  me  that  T'bairns  ’es  been 
practisin’  this  last  week  for  ta-dav,  an’  ah  sear 
thease  lang  ribbands’ll  goa  weel  wi’  thear  clean 
faces  an’  bonny  frocks.  It’s  careful  wark, 
thoo  knaws,  is  this ; we  mor’nt  ’ev  ’em  all 
mixed  up  ta  billy.” 

The  villagers  from  Melton  ancT  the  surround- 
ing villages  arrived  in  twos  and  threes,  those 
from  the  longer  distances  by  “ bike  ” and  horse 
and  trap,  and  by  two  o’clock  there  was  quite  a 


[Continued  from  first  column.] 

Heer  Goedhart  (Holland)  said  all  the 
delegates  hqd  had  a copy,  and  the  seoretary 
produced  q jet.ter  from  the  Centrcsoyus 
people  in  London  acknowledging  the  receipt 
iof-  the  document  and  promising  to  commu- 
nicate with  their  friends  in  Moscow. 

.It . wo 8 agreed  to  increase  the  sub-coin: 
mittee  by  one  member  so  as  to  include  one 
of  'the  Russian  representatives  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberations  on  international 
trade. 

The  debision  is  in  accordance  with  the 
following  statement  in  the  annual  report:  — 
“ In  view  of  the  growing  importance  of 
Russia  In  international  matters  and  the 
position  this  country  will  assume  in  con- 
nection with  the  rehabilitation  of  Europe 
generally',  we  are  keeping  in.  close  touch 
with  their  organisation  in  London,  and  are 
suggesting  at  Milan  our  sub-committee  be 
increased  by  one  member  so  as  to  include 
one  of  their  representatives  to  take  part  in 
our  deliberations  on  internationaL trade.” 

Russians  and  the  I.C.A.  Executive. 

A slip  of  the  pen,  in  our  report  of  the 
I.C.A.  meetings  at  Milan  last  week,  made 
it  appear  that  the  two  Russian  representa- 
tives— Dr.  Polovtsev  and  Mr.  Ivrassin — on 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance  were  only  there  in  a 
consultative  capacity.  The  reference  should 
have  been  to  the  Executive  Committee,  on 
which  the  Russians  were  given  ft  represen- 
tative in  a consultative  capacity,  the  rules 
not  permitting  the  appointment  of  addi- 
tional representatives  thereon  except  at  the 
full  meeting  of  the  I.C.A.  Congress. 


a crowd  round  the  maypole  waiting  for  the 
children  who  played  the  first  part  in  the  day’s 
festivities. 

A band  had  been  engaged  from  Easington 
for  the  children,  and  also  for  dancing  later  in 
the  day,  and  shortly  its  music  was  heard  from 
t top  o’  t’  toon  as  it  led  the  procession  may- 
polewards.  After  the  band^eame  the  chosen 
Queen,  then  an  orderly  procession’*  singing 
Tennyson’s  “ May  Queen.”  That  was  the 
schoolmaster’s  idea,  and  the  happy  voices 
sweetly  sang : — 

You  must  wake  and  call  me  early,  call 
me  early,  mother  dear,  . „ . 

For  I’m  to  be  queen  of  the  May,  mother. 

I’m  to  be  queen  of  the  May. 

Arrived  at  the  maypole,  twelve  maidens, 
each  carrying  flowers,  separated  the  pro- 
cession, and,  forming  in  threes,  marched  round 
the  maypole,  singing  i — 

Twelve  maidens  went  (forth  one  morning 
in  May, 

With  garlands  a-singing  they  tripped  it 
away, 

Each  bearing  a phial,  each  having  a 
spoon 

Of  silver  as  pur©  and  as  bright  as  the 
moon  ; 

For  to  gather  May  dew  on  that  early 
May  morn. 

Of  nectar  a-brimming  each  blossom  was 
shorn. 

The  Queen,  meantime,  hacf  taken  her  place 
on  the  throne  prepared,  and  the  twelve  gir’s, 
on  their  third  round  of  the  maypole,  presented 
to  her  the  flowers  they  carried.  The  remaining 
children  then  took  jtheir  places  at  the  ribbons 
of  the  maypole,  and  the  band  struck  up  lively 
singing  tunes  as  they  danced  merrily  round  and 
round. 

Bowles  turned  to  me  as  the  children  were 
singing  “ Round  and  Round  the  Maypole,”  the 
gaily-coloured  ribbons  being  jerked  to  keep 
in  time  with  the  band.  “ Is  thear  owt  like  this 
whear  thoo  cums  fra  ? ” and  I had  to  confess 
there-  was  a freshness  about  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings that  was  lacking  in  gala  scenes. 
Perhaps  it  was  the  hand  of  May  on  the  country- 
side which  added  to  the  enjoyment,'  but  cer- 
tainly I had  never  seen  children  happier  than 
those  dancing  round  and  round  the  village 
maypole  that  May  Day. 

After  the  dancing  the  children  marched  in 
procession  to  Bowles’  garth,  :whefe  long  tables 
had  been  put  up- and- tea  provided  for  them. 
And  while  they  were  having. their  refreshments 
the  villagers  went  round  the  fair  in  Richard- 
son’s garth.  There  were  shooting-boxes, 
roundabouts,  Aunt  Sally  stalls,  and  all  the 
paraphernalia  of  the  village  feast. 

After  tea  the  sports  and  races  for  the  elder 
folks  began,  and  merry  peals  of  laughter  rang 
out  again  and  again.  There  was  much  good- 
humoured  joking  at  Oad  Betsy’s  expense,  but 
she  was  not  to  be  dissuaded  from  “ t’  egg  an’ 
spoin  race.”  Then  there  was  the  hurdle  race, 
and  Bowles  caused  much  merriment  when  he 
got  stuck  in  the  barrel  and  had  to  be  helped 
out. 

The  May  Day  festivities  at  Melton  finished 
up  with  dancing.  As  the  band  struck  up  the 
first-  bars  of  a waltz  the  fairground  emptied, 
and  couples  took  their  places  on  the  green  to 
“ trip  the  light  fantastic  ” so  long  fts  daylight 
lasted. 

It  was  a glorious  first  of  Mav,  and  as  I recall 
the  details  I try  to  picture  the  children  going 
Round  and  round  the  Maypole, 

Round  and  round  the  Maypole, 

As  they  have  done  before. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 

“ Co-operative  Nows  >’  Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

The  visit  of  the  Southern  sectional  secre- 
tary (Mr.  Hibberd)  to  the  Isle  of  Wight 
recently  recalls  to  mind  the  story  of  a 
Cowes  clergyman  who  returned  to  the  town 
after  a long  absence.  In  the  course  of  his 
sermon  before  his  former  congregation  he 
remarked:  “It  is,  indeed,  a pleasure  for 
me  to  see  (So  many  old  Cowes  laces  again.” 
There  was  an  outburst  of  merriment  nil- 
seftmly  in  a church.  . . . 

Eldeui.y  Member  (at  meeting  ctf  local 
society):  If  you  want  to  know  all  that  is 
going  on  in  tile  movement  read  the  “ Co- 
operative News.”  I would  as  soon  miss  my 
tea  on  a Thursday  night  ns  miss  my 
“ News.” 

A Bi.aydon-on-Tyne  co-operator  writes: 
'*  Tlie  ‘ News  ’ is  becoming  more  interest- 
ing, instructive,  nnd  educative,  and 
the  pity  is  that  more  of  our  co-operative 
committeemen,  officials,  and  employees  do 
not  take  it  as  a standard  for  guidance.” 
Hooray  1 I’m  sorry  my  Blaydon  friend’s 
letter  is  not  complete.  I have  only  received 
one  page  of  it.  Perhaps  he  has  found  the 
second  page  lying  about  at  home  and  will 
let  hie  have  it? 

The  British  Trades  Union  Review  lias 
mnde  its  final  bow  to  its  public.  It  has 
- carried  on  its  good  work  under  the  editor- 
chip  qrf  Mr.  Fred  Bromley  since  'the  Trade 
Unions  Congress  of  1019,  ‘and  has  been  of 
valuable  service  to  its  clientele.  Happily, 
it  is  not.  succumbing  in  a struggle  lor  exis- 
tence. It  is  merely  giving  place  to  “ The 
Labour  Magazine,”  which  is.  to  be  " tlio 
official  magazine  of  the  Labour  movement,” 
and  will  be  published  by  the  General 
Council  of  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  and 
the  National  Executive  of  the  Labour 
Party.  The  first  issue  is  announced  for 
May-Day, 

The  majority  of  the  British  delegates  to  the 
International  Co-operative  Alliance  proceed- 
ings at  Milan  crossed  on  the  same  boat  as  the 
great  little  Welshman,  and  were  disgusted  with 
the  obvious  posing  of  the  Premier  for  tho 
cinema  operators  who  were  on  board.  To  help 
to  give  a motif  to  one  of  the  poses,  the  Prime 
Minister  propounded  to  the  Chancellor  of  tho 
Exchequer  the  problem  of  another  steamer 
running  into  them.  The  collision,  with  its 
enormous'  possibilities^  was  only  - aYiothcr  of 
L.  G.’s  wild  imaginings. 

A detailed  account  of  some  of  the  social 
aspects  of  the  Milan  meetings,  with  special 
reference  to  the  splendid  hospitality  of  our 
Italian  friends,  will  be  given  in  the  “ Millgato 
Monthly.”  Out  and  About. 


C.I.S.  QUARTERLY  REVIEW. 

Thf.  latest  addition  to  the  ever -lengthen- 
ing list  of  cooperative  publications  is  tlio 
“ C.I.S.  Quarterly  Review,”  published  from 
the  head  office  in  Manchester.  The  need  for 
.some  such  publication  is  at  once  apparent 
when  one  thinks  of  the  large  staff  employed 
by  the  society  and  the  fact  that  the  man 
stationed  at  Aberdeen  knows  little  or 
nothing  about  his  colleague  at  Plymouth. 
The  “ Review  ” should  minimise  this  dis- 
advantage.of  distance,  and  .be  the  means  of 
bringing  the  employees  as  a whole  into 
closer  contact  with  one  another.  The  first 
number  contains  several  articles  which 
Should  lie  of  immense  advantage  to  all  en- 
gaged in  the  society’s  business,  and  in  a 
foreword  receives  the  blessing  of  the  general 
manager  (Mr.  J.  P.  Jones).  The  " Review  ” 
should  have  a lengthy  ami  useful  career. 


SNAPSHOTS  OF  PERSONALITIES  AT  THE  I.C.A.  MEETINGS  AT  MILAN  RY  OUR  INTERNATIONALIST. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


A CONGRESS  REHEARSAL. 


CENTRAL  BOARD  REVIEWS  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


LABOUR  AFFAIRS  : MEMBERS’  GUILDS  : CO-OPERATIVE 
PARTY  AND  A DAILY  NEWSPAPER  : I.  C.  A.  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


by-  OUR  OWN  REPORTERS. 


M yrTBRS  which  are  to  coine  before  the 
Brighton  Congress -for  approval  or  other- 
\\ isy  uere  considered  -at.. a full  meeting  ot 
the'  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative 
Cnion,  which  was  held  at  Holyoake  House, 
Manciie.'tv1 , °»l  Saturday.  Mr.  \\  . R. 
Rae  (vlnurman)  .presided  until  noon.  alter 
which., he  asked  to  be . relieved,  owing  to 
domestic  trouble,  and  Mr.  M . Millerchip 
(last  vear'.s  chairman)  took  his  place.  Air. 
A Whitehead  (general*  secretary)  and- Mr. 
T.'  Hqrropk?  (assistant  secretary)  supported 
the  QtUlirman. 

The  report  of  the  Central  Board  to  Co.  i- 
gross  formed  .the  chief  business  for  con- 
sideration. This,  said  the  Chairman,  had 
been  reconstructed  with  the  object  of 
putting  the  Central  Board  matters  in  the 
most  prominent  place.  It  had  also  been 
curtailed,  and  generally  it  reflected  credit 
ou  those  responsible  for  its  preparation. 

There,  were,  few  alterations  made,  and 
these  were  mainly  deletions  or  'substitu- 
tions ,pi  words. 


Boundaries  Revision. 

The1. first  question  - which  received  any 
real  criticism  related  to  the  _ suggested 
revision' of:  boundaries;  Mr.  G.  C'oodenoOgh 
( North-  Western  Section)  remarking  that 
he  thought  it  was  bad  policy  to  go  in  for  a 
general  revision  because  in  one  particular 
section  there  was  a little  difficulty. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North-Western  Section) 
and  the  chairman  pointed  out  that  the 
Survey  Committee’s  report  stated  that  a 
revision  of  boundaries  and. a reorganisation 
of  Cnion  representation  should  be  effected. 
Congress  ordered  that  there  should  be 
brought  back  to  it  some-  form  of 
recommendation.  . > 

After  further  discussion  it  was  resolved 
that  a statement  of  what  had  been  done 
should  be  given,  with  the  promise  of  a 
full  report  to  a future  Congress. 


I.C.A.  Subscriptions. 

Mr.  T.  Redfearn  (North-Western  Sec- 


tion) wanted  a list  of  the  foreign  nations 
in  membership  with  the  International 
Alliance.  He  pointed  out  that  51  per  cent, 
ol  the  subscriptions  to  the  Alliance  were 
paid  by  British  co-operators,  and  all  the 
other  nations  only  subscribed  49  per  cent, 
tie  wanted  a list’ of  the  other  nations  and 
the  amount  subscribed  ; also  the  amount  of 
trade  done  by  foreign  societies  with  British 
co-operators. 

The  General  Secretary  stated  that  in  the 
appendix  to  the  report  every  year  they 
showed  the  amount  of  subscriptions  received 
from  all  countries  for  three  years.  In 
regard  to  trading  matters,  this  was  infor- 
mation the  Alliance  had  been  unable  to  get. 

Mr.  I1'.  Hayward  (North-Western  Sec- 
tion), supplementing  Mr.  Whitehead's 
reply,  said  the  subscriptions  would  not 
show  the  same  disparity  when  the  new 
rules  adopted  at  Basle  were  put  into 
operation. 

Members'  Guilds, 

Hnvward  also  drew  attention  to  a 


Mr, 


paragraph  in  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee's report  about  members’  guilds, 
urging  that  the  matter  should  be  further 
investigated. 

The  Chairman  said  the  members'  guilds 
approached  the  C.  12.C.  urging  that  men’s 
and  women's  guilds  had  been  helped  and 
requesting  that  members’  guilds  should 
also  be  assisted.  On  the  broad  question, 
said  Mr.  Rae,  the  C.E.C.  could  not  say 
••No”;  hut  thinking  there'  might  be 
friction  they  consulted  the  men's  and 
women’s  guilds,  in  the  hope  that  one  of 
them  would  take  the  members’  guilds 


under  their  wing.  That  proposal,  had  not 
been  acted  upon,  anjl  the  C.E.G.  had  tliere- 


propliesied_  that  the  scheme  would  not 
interfere  with  the  work  of  the  Hours  and 


greed  to  draw  up  a constitution 

They  were  .merely  doing  for  the  members’ 
guilds  what  they  had  done  for  the  men’s 
guilds. 

Mrs.  Cottrell  (Midland  Section):  Do  you 
only  support  mixed  guilds  where  there  is 
neither  a men’s  nor  a women’s  guild? 

The  Chairman:  In  Gateshead  there  are 
women's,  men’s,  and  mixed  guilds,  and  all 
work  in  harmony. 

Mr.  Hayward  considered  that  the  position 
was  not  quite  the  same  as  with  the  men’s 
and  women's  guilds,  which  were  national 
organisations.  They  should  lay  .it  down 

• that  only  recognised  organisations  should 
be  supported  by  the  Central  Education 
Committee.  He  moved  the  withdrawal 
of  the 'paragraph  until  there  was  an  oppor- 

- -'trinity  of  going  through  the  ^constitution. 

• Mr.  M.  H.  Clear  (Southern  Section) 
•Seconded. 

The  proposal  was  approved. 


Wages  Board:  . 

Referring  to  Trade  Boards.  Air.  Bullitt 
(Labour  Adviser)  said  some  of  the  ’sugges- 
tions made- by  the  co-operative  movement 
had  heeir  partly  hut  not  wholly  adopted  by 
Lord  Cave's  committee, 

Mr.  Abboths  (Midland  Section)  asked 
what  the  policy  -of  the  Central  Board  was 
in  regard  to  Trade  Boards,  and  the  Secre- 
tary informed  him  that  the  Central  Board 
believed  in  Trade  Boards  and  secured 
representation  whenever  possible. 

In  reply  to  another  question  'from  Air. 
Abbotts  regarding  information  supplied  to 
hours  and  wages  boards.  Air.  Pollitt  said 
during  the  last  twelve  months  changes  in 
conditions  lmd  been  -so  rapid  that  it  had 
been  impossible  to  send  out  information. 
They  desired  secretaries  of  wages  boards, 
when  they  had  to  deal  with  trade  unions 
on  wage  matters,  to  write  to  the  Labour 
Department,  which  would  supply  all  the 
information  available. 

Oonttumed"  in  the  Labour  Committee’s 
report  was  a statement- to  the  effect  that 
that  committee  J^ad  been  in  consultation 
with  the  employees  and  employers  of  the 
Painters*  and  "Decorators'  .Joint  Council. 
This  statement  was  considered'  at  length 
and  criticised?"  The  matter  was  eventually 
referred  back  to  the  committee  for, copies 
of  the  rules  of  the  association  to  he 
obtained,  and  the  question  is  to  be  further 
considered  by  the  Central  Board  at  its 
meeting  immediately  preceding  Congress. 


Labour  Department  Affairs. 

" ..’The  iepbrt  of  the  Labour  Department 
received  a good  delrt  of  consideration. 

Iff  the  general  review  of- the  work  of  the 
•deparfitiont  it  Was  stated  that  the  com- 
ttiitteV  liad  turned  their  attention  to  a sug- 
gestion emanating  from  the  Trade  Unions 
Cougress  for  the  establishing  of  a central 
negotiating  body  upon  which  should  sit 
representatives  of  all  the  trade  unions 
having  members  in  co-operative  employ 
nnd  of  the  co-operatiVe  movement.  The 
committee  believed  that  if  could  be  Safely 


Sectional  Hours  and  Wages  Boards. 

The  report  contained  a proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  of  the  Sectional 
Hours  and  Wages  Boards,  which  would 
make  these  boards  consist  of  one  represen- 
tative from  each  of  the  District  Wages 
Boards,  together  with  one  sectional  repre- 
sentative (two  in  the  North-Western  Sec- 
tion), these  members  to  lie  the  sectional 
representatives  on  the  Labour  Department 
Committee  of  the  Union. 

Mr,  Salmon  (Southern.  Section)  suggested 
that  the  Sectional  Wages  Boards  should  be 
elected  by  the  societies  in  the  seetkm. 

Air.  AVhitehead  urged  that  the  proposal 
should  stand.  The  societies  were  expected 
to  send  their  best  men  to  the  District  Wages 
Boards,  and  the  District  Wages  Boards 
were  asked  to  send  their  best  men  to  the 
Sectional  Wages  Boards.  Otherwise  they 
might  have  men  elected  to  the  Sectional 
Wages  Boards  who  were  not  in  touch  with 
the  work  of  the  District  Boards.  It  was 
also  desirable  to  bring  down  the  representa- 
tion to  one  member  from  each  district. 


The  Cave  Report. 

With  reference  to  the  Cave  Report  on 
Trade  Boards,  Air.  Alexander,  in  reply  to 
Air.  Millington  .said  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee Would  consider  the  Cave  Report  at 
their  next  meeting.  He  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  complimenting  the  Labour  Adviser 
of  the  Union  on  the  splendid  evidence  ho 
had  given  before  the  Commission.  In  the 
course  of  his  examination,  he  had  never 
budged  an  inch  from  the  position  he  took 
up  at  the  beginning. 


Co-operative  Party’s  Report. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Air.  Rogers  (North- 
ampton), it  was  decided  to  take -credit  in 
the  report  on  municipal  elections  only  for 
200  successful-  candidates  who  wore  ,l  Co- 
operative Candidates."  Air.  Perry  ex- 
plained that  figures  relating  to  ” Co-opera- 
tive and  Labour  Candidates  ” and  "Labour 
Candidates  Supported  by  Co-operative  So- 
cieties," were  supplied  by  the  local  associa- 
tions, and  referred  to  those  candidates 
officially  supported  by  societies. 


MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Daily  Newspaper. 

A paragraph  stated  that  “ steps  were 
taken  at  the  Scarborough  Congress  of  the 
Co-operative  Union  which  have  resulted  in 
co-operative  representation  being  secured 
on  the  directorate  of  the  ‘Daily  Herald/" 
Air.  Gregory  pointed  out  that  the  obvious 
implication  of  that  paragraph  was  that  the 
Cougress  of  the  Union  had  taken  snob  steps, 
whereas  all  that  happened  was  that  die 
“ Daily  Herald  ” had  a conference,  outside 
of  Congress  honrs.  of  delegates  represent- 
ing societies  financially  interested. 

Air.  Watkins  and  Air.  Perry  agreed  that 
the  paragraph  should  be  altered. 

A resolution  from  the  Co-operative  Party, 
instructing  the  Central  Board,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Co-operative  Party  and  the 
National  C’o-operative  Publishing  Society, 
to  approach  the  General  Council  of  the 
Trade  Unions  Congress  and  the  National 
Executive  of  tho. Labour  Party,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a powerful 
people's  press,  representative  of  all  sec- 
tions of  the  labour  and  co-operative  move- 
ments. 

The  Chairman"  pointed  out  that  this  cqli 
luted  with  the  report,  approved  by  the  Cen- 
tral Board,  of  the  conference  of  representa- 
tives of  the  Union,  the  C.\Y-5>..  the 
S.C.W.S..  the  Co-operative  . Productive 
Federation,  and  the  National  Publishing 
Society,  which  urged  socielies  to  give  the 
[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


“ AIoTnER." — Try  tho  repeated  applica- 
tion of  boracic  and  zinc  ointment ; wash  off 
with  castor  oil,  and  use  no  water  or  soap. 

" E.  B.” — At  vour  age  I fear  you  cannot 
have  much  more  done  for  you  than  indi- 
cated in  your  letter,  and,  like  a good  many 
other  elderly  and  ageing  people,  you  may 
just  have  to  " grin  and  bide,”  and  lie  thank- 
ful that  you  are  no  worse. 

"Tenderfoot.” — (1)  For  the  condition  of 
your  great  toe  you  might  try  the  application 
of  lead  lotion,  and  leave  off  the  boot  or  shoe 
lor  a few  days.  (2)  For  the  headaches 
(migraine),  which  have  continued  for  four- 
teen years,  l fear  the  only  hope  is  from  the 
oncoming  of  the  ” change,"  but  there  is 
every  prospect  of  this  soon  in  your  case. 

? Heart  Disease  ("  H.  D:”).— To  speak 
candidly-,  I do  not  regard  you  as  suffering 
from  actual  heart  disease,  but  rather  .from 
a nervous  heart  [disturbance ; and  while 
" hard  work  " rimy  lfot  be  advisable,  a little 
gentle  and  regular  employment  would  prob- 
ably do  you  good. 

•‘Anxious." — The  “loose  pieces  of  flesh 
under  the  -kin,”  whatever  these  are.  do  not 
strike  me  as  of  any  consequence  in  a limn 
who  is  a tram  driver  and  •‘enjoys  fairly 
good  health.”  The  "neuritis  m frosty 
weather”  lias  probably  nothing  to  do  with 
these.  If  they  keep  on  recurring  you  should 
see  a doctor. 


'•Mn.i.ow.  — lour  request  l«  r a com- 
plete dietary  what  to  eat,  drink,  and  avoid 
"for  breakfast,  dinner,  and"  tea.”  “all 
about- fruit,"  Ac.,  is  very  comprehensive : 
and  coming  from  a man  who  is,  as  healthy 
as  you  seenu  and  cam  indulge  in  ” cross- 
country riding  and  cycling  "'is  unreason- 
able: Take  wliaf  suits  you  and  agrees  best 

with.  you. 

Deafness. — The  instrument  is  net  likely 
to  bo  of  much,  il  any,  real  service  to  you  as 
a cure  for  your  deafness,  and  seeing  that 
you  have  had  the  operation  for  adenoids, 
and  had  the  " Pulitzer  bag,”  the  rubber  bag 
you  describe  used  by  . the  doctor  in  ycur 
nose,  without  any  permanently  helpful 
effect,  I fear  your  deafness  is  progressive 
and  may  become  permanent.  The 
" Glycerine  of  Thymol  ’’  is  useful  for  the 
catarrh  ; but,  as  you  soy,  it  does  not  cure. 
I am  sorry  uo-t  to  give  you  more  encourage- 
ment in  my  reply,  hut  it  is  iio  u*e  promising 
a " cure  ” in  such  a oase  as  yours.  A visit 
to  an  ear  and  throat  specialist,  at  a hospital, 
might  help  you. 


Constipation  ("Wendy’’). — This  ha* 

been  so  often  dealt  with  in  tliic.  column  tint 
a reference  to  the  back  numbers  of  the  ” Co- 
operative News  ” would  help  you  a good 
deal.  Neither  “ enseams,"  " aspei’ms,"  nor 
any  other  drug  will  ever  " cure  ’.constipa- 
tion; anil  the  sooner  you  stop  taking  them 
the  nettelT  Diet  and  exercise  al.ii"  will 
cure  it.  A diet  of  coarse  food-  ••specially 
oatmeal  porridge — with  fresh  fruits,  pro  u 
vegetables,  and  avoidance  of  constipating 
things  fcUoh , as  cheese,  pastry,  too  min  h 
meat;  and  getting  out  as  much  as  nmsildo 
are  the  most  effective  means  of  trya totem. 

Psoriasis  (”  Stuart  ’ ’).— The  fact,  iliar 
you  have  had  psoriasis  for  thirty  years  will 
convince  you  of* the  difficulty  there  is  in  giv- 
ing you  something  to  " cure  " it.  It  is  one 
xl  the  most)  intractable  of  skin  disease-  and 
the  most  erratic:  sometimes  lasting  tor 
months  or  years,  and  difymg  all 
‘•remedies,’’  ami  sometimes  disa  planning 
spontaneously,  and  suddenly,  and  alter  n- 
maiuing  iii  abeyance  for  a time,  as. suddenly 
re-anpenring,  only  to  disappear  again,  and 
so  on.  It  has  a good  deal  of  the  ' aeiuotn 
element  about  it:  and  its  owurivite©  ami 
disappearance  to  bo  dependent  upi  n 
the  put  knit’s  bodily — and  even  mental 
— condition.  It  seems  fa  l)V>  little 
affected  by  diet;  and  while  sulphur  or  tar 
ointment  helps  it,  its  treatment  by  remedies 
is  unsatisfactory. 

Chronic  Bronchitis  ("  Broncho  ”).  You 
cannot  help  coughing  and  spitting  when  you 
.have  bronchitis;  the  “phlegm"  can  only 
come  up  from  the  lungs  through  the  mouth, 
and  it  is  a great  shame  of  your  grown-up 
son  lmd  daughter  to  reproach  you  and  to 
blame  you  for  what  you  cannot  help.  (Their 
idea  of  your  being  able  to  gel  rid  of  the 
phlegm  from  the  lungs  through  the  nose  is 
perfectly  ridiculous,  and  shows  the  utter 
ignorance  of  youngish  people  who  ought  to 
know  something  of  the  anatomy  and  physio- 
logy of  the  body.)  You  have  my  sympathy, 
and  l reprobate  the  conduct  of  your  sou 
and  daughter,  who  ought  to  treat  you  with 
more  consideration,  and  they  ought  -to  bo 
reminded  that  one  day  they  may  have  tho 
same  complaint  and  lie  a similar  " nuis- 
ance " to  their  children.  They  should  re- 
member the  Scriptural  phrase,  ” With  what- 
soever 'measure  you  meet  it  shall  lie  mea- 
sured to  you  again,"  or  words  to  that  effect 
and  bronchitis  may  come  their  way  some 
day— nay,  it  is  more  likely  to  do  so  because 
their  father  has  had  it,  and  you  live  where 
you  do. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

fullest  support  to  the  National  Co  operative 
Publishing  Society  to  enable  them  so  to 
develop  their  publications  as  to  soon  justify 
the  commencement  of  a daily  newspaper. 

Air.  Perry  explained  that  there  were  prac- 
tical difficulties  in  the  way  which  would  pre- 
vent a co-operative  daily  paper,  being  a 
practical  policy  for  a long  time,  and  the 
Co-operative  Party  realised  the  need  lor  a 
daily  paper  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
workers. 

The  party  proposed  an  alteration  in  its 
constitution  which  would  prevent  the  Cen- 
tral Board  from  having  a veto  on  resolu- 
tions to  be  brought  before  Congress  by  the 
Party.  The  board  objected,  and  the  para- 
graph disappeared  from  the  report;  and 
resolutions  relating  to  “ Peace  Treaties  and 
Foreign  Policy”  and  "Unemployment” 
were  withheld,  in  view  of  possible  changes 
in  the  situation  before  Congress. 

The  meeting  at  this  stage  adjourned  for 
lunch. 

The  Afternoon’s  Proceedings. 

When  the  meeting  reassembled  after 
lunch.  Air.  Miller  chip  presided. 

A proposed  amendment  of  rule,  which 
had  been  discussed  on  a previous  occasion, 
to  allow  the  representatives  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  to  attend  Congress  in  an  official 
capacity  was  considered;  but  after  some 
discussion  it  was  decided  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made. 

Resolutions  in  regard  to  compensation 
under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  and 
Canadian  Cattle  Embargo  had  been  submit- 
ted by  several  Lancashire  societies/ 

Mr.’  Alexander  (secretary.  Parliamentary 
Committee)  suggested  that  if  the  first  reso- 
lution went  forward  as  it  was  then  worded, 
it  might  be  that  tbe  taxpayer  would  be 
called  upon  to  pay  cdmpensatio/i  on  tuber- 
culous cattle,  which  should  be  a charge  On 
the  farmer  or  the,  butcher. 

Mr.  Hayward  moved  that  copies  of  the 
resolutions  should  be  sent  to  t lie  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  in  order  that  they 
could  get  in  touch  with  the  societies  con- 
cerned and  suggest,  a rearrangement. 


Efficiency  and  Economy. 

Alderman  Johnston  (North-Western  Sec- 
tion) proposed  a resolution  for  submission 
to  Congress,  substituting  in  place  of  the 
United  Board  an  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Central.  Board,  consisting  ol  nine  mem- 
bers, two  representatives'  from  the  North- 
Western  Section  and  one  representative 
from  each  of  the  other  sections,  which 


should- meet  six  cime^  ., a,  .y<iyr,  at,  regular 
’ • •*--  " MrjofiWU!  C’en- 


intervals  between  die  meeting.; 
tral  Board  ; the  Office  Committee  and 
Sub-Office  Committee  to  be  abolished;  and 
any  matters  of  urgency  pertaining  to  the- 
general  work  of  the  Union  to  lie  referred  to 
the  NorthAYestern  Sectional  fh  rd  d the 
monthly  meetings.  - . . 

Mr.  Johnston  .contended  tTi.ift'  there 
would  be  more  efficiency  it  the  work  were 
done  by  li  smaller  nufnber,  and  he  also  esti- 
mated a saving  pf  about  £300.  But  it  was 
no  mere  matter  of  saving  £300;.' It  was  a 
matter  of  better  administration,  of  getting 


more  for  their  .money  than  they  were  get- 
ting at  the  present  time.  There  was  a 
large  amount  of  money  wasted  on  unnet • 
sar.v  committees.  They  were  not  doing  co- 
operative work;  they  were  simply  doing 
routine  work  which  might  be  efficiently  done 
by  their  officials. 

Mrs.  Cottrell  seconded,  and  there  was 
brief  discussion,  the  resolution  afterwards 
being  rejected  by  a large  majority. 

Air.  T.  Horrocks  (assistant-secretary)  re- 
ported that  it  had  been  impossible  to 
arrange  nn  exhibition  in  connection  with 
the  Brighton  Congress,  and  suggested  that 
the  time  of  commencing  and  adjourning 
Congress  should  be  altered  to  fit  in  with 
the  arrangements'  for  meals  at  the  boarding 
houses. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  morning  sitting 
should  be  fronulO  a. in.  to  1 p.m,,  and  tho 
afternoon  sitting  from  2-30  p.m.  to  5-30 
p.m. 

Much  discussion  took  place  oil  the  ques- 
tion of  representation  at  foreign  Co-opera- 
tive Congresses,  and  after  several  proposal 
had  been  made  and  considered,  it  was  de- 
cided to  send  one  representative  to  the  Bel’ 
gian,  German,  and  French  Congiv-  . 

This  exhausted  tlife  Business. 


By 

Appointment 


ir.il.  the  King. 


When  you  order 

Evaporated  Milk 

demand 


EVERY  DAY 


-the  FULL  CREAM  sort 
packed  by  NESTLfi’S, 
which  is  much  cheaper 
and  safer  than  ordinary  milk. 


Resolutely  refuse  just-as^goods 
— there  are  none,  whatever  their 


price. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  ... 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS, 


AN  EFFECTIVE  METHOD 
OF  TEACHING. 

CHELMSFORD  HOLDS  A C.W.S. 

EXHIBITION. 

MR.  A.  E.  THREADGILL’S 

APPEAL. 

Chelmsford  Society,  as  the  society  of  the 
county  town  of  Essex,  is  acting  as  a model  to 
other  societies  in  the  county  by  developing  in 
all  and  every  direction.  Lately  it  has  started 
delivering  goods  into  country -districts  twelve 
and  fourteen  miles  outside  the  town,  teaching 
in  a most  successful  manner  to  the  country 
people  the  value  and  benefit  of  co-operative 
trading. 

' This  week  it— is  endeavouring  to  instruct, 
in  one  of  the  plainest  yet  most  delightful  ways, 
the  townspeople — and  others — of  Chelmsford 
by  holding  a free  exhibition  of  co-operative 
productions  at  the  Corn  Exchange,  a building 
in  the  centre  of  the  town.  At  the  opening 
meeting  the  hall  was  crowded  with  an  audience 
composed  not  only  of  co-operators,  but  of 
visitors  anxious  to  know  whether  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  is  all  it  says  iiris. 

“Things  Looking  Up." 

Mr.  A.  E.  Threadgill  (C.W.S.  director)  spoke 
of  the  movement  as  “ the  finest  in  the  country 
from  a working-class  point  of  view.”  Societies, 
like  human  beings,  depended  upon  the  atmo- 
sphere they  moved  in  for  their  existence,  and 
it  was  up  to  co-operators  to  create  the  right 
sort  of  atmosphere  for  the  movement  to 
flourish  in.  Although  they  had  all  been  passing 
through  a bad  time,  it  was  his  honest  belief 
that  things  were  looking  up.  The  era  of 
profiteering,  however,  was  not  past,  and  the 
only  way  for  people  to  be  sure  that  they  were 
not  being  robbed  was  to  make  all  their  pur- 
chases from  the  co-operative  store.  Co-opera- 
tion does  not  ask  people  ‘to  sink  their  indi- 
■viduality,  but  it  did  ask  them  to  abandon 
selfishness.  Some  people,  unless  they  were 
first  horse,  would  not  pull ; unless  first  fiddle, 
they  would  not  play  ; but  that  was  not  the 
true  spirit  of  co-operatiou.  There  were  two 
other  qualities  needed— work  and  faith.  They 
should  plod  on,  and  they  should  also  be  imbued 
with  loyalty  to  their  principles.  Mr.  Threadgill 
reviewed  the  principal  activities  of  the  C.W.S., 
showing  how  enormously  the -productive  side 
of  the  movement  had  advanced  in  recent 
years ; and  he  appealed-  to  trade  unionists  to 
make  common  cause  with  co-operators  in  the 
work  of  emancipating  the  world  from  con- 
ditions of  selfishness  and  strife.^ 

Canon  Lake,  of  Chelmsford  Cathedral,  spoke 
most  warmly  about  the  exhibition,  mentioning 
he  was  quite  willing  to  become  a member  of  the 
Chelmsford  .Society. 

Other  speakers  were  Mr.  Evans  (of  the  man- 
agement committee)  and  Mrs.  Austin  (the  only 
Woman  member  of  the  management  committee). 

The  Attractions. 

The  exhibition  included  demonstrations  of 
sweetmaking  and  sonpmaking  from  the  Silver- 
town  factory,  a stall  of  the  new  C.W.S.  dried 
milk  food,  “ Nutrix,”  and  stalls  displaying 
potted  meats,  dress  and  tailoring  materials, 
hoots  and  shoes,  all  kinds  of  tobacco,  as  well  as 
groceries,  butter,  margarine,  and  bacon,  with 
cakes,  bread,  and  other  foods  made  by  the 
Chelmsford  Society. 

On  the  last  afternoon  1,200  school  children 
from  all  the  schools  in  the  town  were  invited 
to  attend,  and  the  Chelmsford  Society  gave 
prizes  for  the  best  essays  describing  the  ex- 
hibition, Another  competition  was  for  tho 
hesl-dressed  windows  and  shops  of  the  society 
during  the  exhibition  week,  the  judges  being 
Mr.  Quincey  (Cambridge)  and  Mr.  Foulkes 
(C.W.S.,  Leman-street). 
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SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES  AND  NEWS. 


Societies  in  the  south-west  are  reminded  of 
the  functions  of  the  Convalescent  Fund.  This 
exists  for  the  purpose  of  mutually  benefiting 
any  member  of  a contributing  society  who 
may  be  in  need  of  medical  or  convalescent 
treatment;  the  fund,  too,  has  been  of  use  in 
meeting  cases  of  extreme  need  due  to-  the 
various  forms  of  industrial  depression.  The 
committee  are  keenly  anxious  that  the  fund 
should  be  used  to  the  best  possible  advantage, 
and  to  this  end  would  welcome  any  inquiries 
and  consider  any  cases  sent  on  to  them.  Mr. 
A.  Bullock,  Bedminster,  Bristol,  is  the  secre- 
tary. 

A trade  campaign  is  in  progress  at  Dart- 
mouth, and  in  connection  with  this  the  sec- 
tional organiser  is  arranging  special  displays  of 
goods  and  posters  and  the  distribution  of 
literature  on  co  operation.  Interviews  with 
trade  union  leaders  and  addresses  to  various 
branch  meetings  are  included  in  the  programme, 
Open-air  meetings  in  the  villages  around  are 
also  planned,  and  the  work  will  wind  up  with 
a great  co-operative  rally  in  the  Subscription 
Rooms,  at  which  it  is  expected  the  Rev.  G.  A. 
Ramsay,  B.A.,  will  be  the  principal  speaker. 

An  accident  which  might  have  had  serious 
consequences  occurred  to  the  sectional  or- 
ganiser (Mr.  W.  H.  Flowers)  on  Saturday  last. 
He  was  out  cycling,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
steep  desten'.  from  Halden  Hill  at  tho  railway 
bridge  at  Trusham  he  Tailed  to  negotiate  the 
awkward  turn  properly,  and-  crashed  into  tho 
bridge.  Fortunately,  the  impact  was  a glanc- 
ing one,  and  what  otherwise  might  have  been 
very  serious  resulted  in  a bruised  arm,  torn 
clothes,  and  a damaged  bicycle.  After  a week- 
end's rest  and  attention,  Mr.  Flowers  was  able 
to  resume  his  duties  in  the  Torbay  area. 

Mr.  W.  Brown  (sectional  board)  has  been 
recuperating  at  Torquay  after  his  illness.  He 
has  been  taking  part  in  the  JKings wear  dis- 
cussions. *♦  ♦ ♦ 

The  Winterborne  branch  of  the  Frampton 
Cotterell  Society  was  recently  visited  by 
burglars,  who  took  out  the  safe,  and  in  an 
adjoining  field  burst  it  open.  Owing,  how- 
ever, to  the  fact  that  the  shop’s  takings  had 
been  banked,  the  thieves  were  only  rewarded 
by  the  discovery  of  a few  shillings. 

The  miners  of  Coalpit  Heath,  in  spite  of  the 
great  reduction  in  wages,  arc  realising  tho 
benefit  of  co-operative  trading,  and,  as  a result, 
the  Frampton  Cotterell  Society  is  maintaining 
its  position.  Sales  are  increasing  in  bulk,  and 
Mr.  Drew  (managing-secretary)  is  very  opti- 


mistic with  regard  to  the  future.  Two  of  the 
committee  (Mr.  0.  Hooper  and  Mr.  O.  Bacon) 
are  magistrates  for  the  Couuty  of  Gloucester. 
Mr.  H.  G.  Hooper,  who  ha9  been  a representa- 
tive on  the  Bristol  and  Somerset  Conference 
Association  for  fourteen  years,  has  been  pre- 
sented-with  an  engraved  walking-stick  on  the 
occasion  of  his  retirement  from  that  position. 
Mr.  Bacon  has  taken  his  place.  Mr.  Hooper 
will  continue  to  sit  on  the  general  committee 
of  the  £rampton  Cotterell  Society. 

The  Women’s  Guild  at  Kingswearw  as 
result  of  a whist  drive,  were  enabled  to  present 
one  of  their  stricken  members  with  a gift  of 
money  to  enable  her  to  secure  hospital  treat- 
ment for  a serious  illness.  Under  tho  presi- 
dency of  Mrs.  Weeks,  the  guild  is  the  centre 
of  the  social  life  of  Kiugswear,  and  has  bee 
instrumental  in  raising  large  sums  for  local 
charities.  Recently,  too,  the  guild  realised  the 
need  for  representation  on  the  general  com- 
mittee, and  secured  > seats  for  two  of  its 
members.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Although  the  sales  are  down  in  value  at 
-Paignton,  there  is  a striking  tendency  for  an 
increase  in  several  departments.  Sales  weekly 
have  reached  the  £2,000  mark,  and  Mr.  Fawcett 
and  the  committee  and  staff  are  looking  for 
ward  to  an  influx  of  new  trade  in  the  neai 
future.  Confidence  is  being  restored, rand  the 
people  of  Paignton  arc  realising  that  thiii  true 
interests  lie  in  the  movement. 

“ I am  a co-operator,  and  if  I am  in  a strange 
town,  and  I want  to  obtain  any  information, 

I always  6eek  and  secure  it  at  the  local  store.’ 
Such  was  the  statement  made  by  a visitor  to 
Paignton.  This  indicates  only  one  of  the  many 
advantages  of  fraternal  co-operation,  but  one 
which  we  in  the  movement  coublwise  to  dis- 
tinct. advantage  if  only  wc  were  fully  alive  to 
its  many  possibilities. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  opening  of  the  new  C.W.S.  depot  at 
Plymouth  is  being  eagerly  looked  forward  to 
by  many  societies  in  the  extreme  south-west, 
It  will,  no  doubt,  supply  a long-felt  want,  and 
enable  buyers  ‘to  secure  a bigger  variety  of 
co-operative  goods. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  Torquay  Parlia- 
mentary Division  will  be  represented  by 
Co-operative  M.P.  The  name  of  a prominent 
and  active  co-opcrator  has  been  suggested  as  a 
party  candidate.  He  has  every  qualification 
to  fit  him  for  the  position,  and  it  would  only 
require  the  enthusiastic  loyalty  of  tho  co 
operators  of  the  division  to  ensure  success. 


NEARLY  A STRIKE. 

Tiik  dismissal  of  n c-lerlf  employed  at- the 
r u>  Mary-street  (Cardiff)  depot  of  the 
'-•''.S.,  mid  the  refusal  of  the  manage- 
ment to  suspend  the  notice  pending  an 
inquiry,  led  to  the  threat  of  a **  lightning  ” 
6tnko  last  Friday. 

lhe  employees  held  a meeting  on  Friday 
eveuing  and  decided  to  “ down  tools  ” 
"'uess  their  demand,  that  the  notice  be 
suspended  until  the  directors  hold  an 
inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  dis- 
rnissal,  was  conceded. 

w-ir  Saturday,  however,  Mr.  A.  J. 
'Ilhams,  N.U.m.  organiser  for  Wales,  and 
member  of  the  management  committee 
iJAhe  Cardiff  Co-operative  Society  met  the 
‘<*ai  manager  and  other  officials,  and  a 
Lnn!rSe  'vns,  Mven  th?C  the  matter  of  the 
quiry  would  be  considered. 

mpBi;!portfto  J,lis  etfect  Wns  E*ve,i  to  a full 
aftlr!  g ° t,h.e  employees  on  Saturdav 
nf»^U0.0n’  nn4  lfc  'rnfi  unanimously  decided, 
two-and-n-half-houra’  discussion,  to 
"uepena  the  operation  of  the  strike  notice. 


CO-OPERATORS  AND 
CONTRACTS. 

INCREASED  VIGILANCE. NECESSARY. 

“ Do  co-opera  tors  reali-se  the  increasing 
extent  to  which  the  Chambers  of  Commerce 
are  taking  part  in  municipal  and  national 
politics?”  asks  a writer  in  the  “London 
Imbour  Chronicle.’’,,  “ A number  of  the 
London  Chambers  of  Commerce  were  active 
at  the  L.C.C.  and  Guardians’  -elections,  and 
much  of  their  activity  is  aimed  at  injuring 
the  co-operative  movement.  In  Woolwich, 
strong  objection  was  taken  to  the  Labour 
Board  of  Guardians  doing  all  possible  busi- 
ness with  tho  Royal  Arsenal  Co-operative 
Society,  whilst . in  Hackney  and  other 
boroughs  strong  objection  has  been  taken  to 
business  being  done  by  the  Borough  Coun- 
cil with  the  London  Co-operative  Society. 

At  the  L.C.C.  elections  candidates  re- 
ceived a circular  from  the  Loudon  and 
Suburban.  Traders’  Federation,  who  stated 
that  they  Lad  urged  their  affiliated  societies 
to  use  every  effort  to  see  that  eve\y  vote 
in  their  district  was  given.  On  the  ques- 
tionnaire co-operation  was  not  mentioned, 
but  the  antagonism  of  this  organisation 
and  its  local  associations  to  co-operation  is 
well  known,  and  only  recently  the  Muni- 
cipal Reform  L.C.C.  has  introduced  such 
conditions  that  the  Roynl  Arsenal  Society 
is  excluded  even  from  the  possibility  of 
tendering  for  the  time  being.” 


Mr.  A.  Emil  Davies  has  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  Finance  and  Establishment 
Committees  of  the  London  County  Council. 

Mr.  Fred  Brantley  will  speak  on  Saturday 
at  Colchester  on  “ Co-operation  and  the 
Social  Problem,”  under  the  auspices  of  the 
local  society. 

To"  express  the  good  feeling  which  exists 
anu»ng6t  the  stnff  of  .the  C.W.S.  Lowestoft 
fishing  depot,  Mrs.  James  A.  Hewett,  on 
behalf  of  the  employees  at  the  station  and 
also  the  selling  staff  iu  Manchester,  pre- 
sented M>.  W.  Crawley  with  a very  hand- 
some oak  clock  on  the  occasion  of  his  mar- 
riage. Mr.  Crawley  suitably  responded. 


NORTH-WESTERN  ITEMS 
OF  INTEREST. 

, So  successful  was  the  last  day  excursion  to 
London  arranged  by  the  educational  com- 
mittee of  the  Stockport  Society  that  another 
is  contemplated  for  Whit-Friday,  June  9lh,  at 
an  inclusive  charge  of  £2  2s. 

In  order  to  provide  a frontage  in  Eastbank- 
street  to  the  central  premises  the  Southport 
Society  has  purchased  tho  reversion  rights  of 
the  property  adjoiniug  the  Wellington  Hotel, 
Eastbank-8treet,  and  extending  round  - the 
corner  into  Prince’s-street.  The  committee 
believe  this  purchase  will  be  of  great  value  in 
the  successful  development  of  the  site  for 
co-operative  activities. 

Morley  Industrial  Society,  with  a member- 
ship of  9,419,  has  a share  capital  of  £296,506, 
or  an  average  of  over  £31  per  member. 

“ Why  pay  more  ? ” asks  the  Keighley 
Society’s  report  in  announcing  ladies’  shoes 
from  10s.  9d.  and  gents’  boots  from  15s. 

The  Manchester  and  Salford  Society  met  123 
claims  in  respect  of  collective  life  assurance 
during  the  three  months  ending  March  6tb? 
and  paid  to  relatives  of  deceased  members  as 
much  as  £1,103  17s.  5d.,  which,  for  the  period 
under  review,  works  out  at  a payment  of  £14 
14s.  4Jd.  each  day  the  office  was  open.  These 
facts  have  been  set  forth  in  two-colour  poster 
form  under  the  heading  " Why  it  pays  to  be  a 
member,”  and  issued  to  the  various  branches 
of  the  society  for  display  on  the  windows. 
Another  effective  poster  for  similar  use  is 
headed  “ Where  the  pound  goes  farthest,” 
and  gives  a list  of  goods,  together  with  prices, 
concluding  with  " Full  dividend  on  all  pur- 
chases.” Manchester's  pioneer  society  has 
great  faith  in  }hc  publicity  afforded  by  the 

posters  “ 1 


INDUSTRIAL  DEMOCRACY 

ITS  APPLICATION  TO  THE: 

MOVEMENT. 

When  the  educational  committee  of  tho 
Royal  Arsenal  Society  invited  Mr.  K. 
•-aunders  to  dejiver  a lecture  on  “ How  to 
Apply  Industrial  Demoorncv  to  the  Co- 
operative Movement  ” they  realised  that  it 
was  a very  difficult  problem  to  tackle  Mi 
Saunders  however  on  April  22nd,  at  tho 
Co-operative  Hall,  Brownhill-rond,  C’atford, 

leclurer3’  JUstlhed  hi*  election 

Mr.  Saunders  thought  it  was  possible  to 
coniine  nee  on  a national  scale  to  arrange  w it  h 
every  section  of  employees  to  .Loose  a i pre- 
sentatree  to  discuss  at  frequent  meeting* 
with  committees,  matters  arising  out  of  tho 
organisation  of  the  society.  The  next  step 
would  be  to  organise  assistants  into  groins 
or  divisions,  the  lowest  division  guaranteed 
t Me  usual  trade  union  condition,*,  re  pav.  hut 
the  admission  to  the  next  division  should  ho 
on  efficacy  plus  co-operative  knowledge  and 
co-operative  consciousness.  From  this 
division  all  managers  and  foremen  .should  he 
drawn,  remuneration  being  relatively  high 
I lie  idea  here  was  to  (stimulate  the  d’idie  for 
cooperative  knowledge  and  to  develop 
initiative  and  efficiency. 

■H  tlicv  u spread  of  this  k, mills, I™ 
and  they  had  Uie  nucleus  of  good  employe*  s. 
so  they  could  introduce  the  next  stage  which 
was  the  elimination  of  the  sub-division  in 
the  shops,  the  admission  of  the  iiiterehang-- 
nbility  of  occupation  and  tho  interesting  of 
all  in  management.  Finally  came  the  choice 
ot  manager  by  the  shop  assistants.  At-  tho 
same  tune  the  members  in  the  shop  men, 
wou.d  also  form  a local  u.-miuil.ttx',  which 
should  meet  and  discuss  all  matters  with  tho 
representatives  of  the  shop,  including 
education.  A representative  cf  both  Mo- 
tions, chosen  by  tlm  local  committee,  should 
be  a member  of  tile  general  committee  lor 
the  whole  of  the  society. 


LOHENGRIN  "AT  WOOLWICH. 

Ox  Saturday.  April  22, id.  the  Wooluiiii 
Ui-operfttive  Choir,  uuder  the  rond  tutorship 
ot  Air.  John  Hines,  rendered  “ Lohengrin  " 
a ohoral  fantasia,  in  splendid  • style  at  tho 
M.  Hilda  s Church  Hall,  Oof  to:  i l\uk 
'Jhe  Woolwidh  Choir,  which  i6  recognised 
as  on-e  of  the  finest  in  England,  won  (lie  Karl 
Gray  Challenge  Shield  nt  the  (Yyslnl  PaJnco 
last  year,  so  that  u very  fine  audience  was 
attracted  to  the  performance  which  was 
continuously  applauded.  To  augment  tho 

Examine  the  following  artistes  contri- 
1 vocal  items : Miss  Florence  West 
(soprano),  i\Lr.  Manuel  Joucte  (tenor),  Mr. 
Hurt  UleverJey  (humorist). 

During  the  interval  with  Mrs.  Saunders 
in  tho  chair  Mr.  F.  L.  Birch  (educational 
committee  of  the  Royal  Aisenal  SV.cietv) 
gave  a short  address,  which  was  well 
neoeived. 

There  were  many  pressing  problems  „f  the 
present  day,  said  the  speaker,  hut  the  two 
moot  vital  problems  were  education  im|  dis- 
tribution. Knowledge  was  power,  ami 
•education  was  the  ability  to  use  knowledge 
wisely  and  most  effectively.  T hey  could  qnly 
progress  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  ;,ii 
intelligent  and  educated  democracy. 


Mr.  W.  Fisjiek. 


A TOKEN  OE  GOOD  FEELING. 

EMPLOYEES’  GIFT  TO  PRESIDENT.) 

The  esteem  in 
which  Mr.  W. 
Fisher  (president  of 
the  Harw  ieh,  Ddver- 
court.  and  Parke- 
ston  .Society)’is  held 
by  the  employees 
was  shown  at  a 
recenbtooial  gather- 
ing under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Welfare 
League,  when  lie 
was  presented  with 
a beautifully  framed 
and  enlarged  photo- 
graph of  himself  by 
the  eiiiployees. 

Mr.  H.  j.  Francis 
(general  manager) 
said  in  Mr.  Fisher  they  had  a gentleman 
ever  ready  to  listen  with  a sympathetic  ear 
to  any  grievance  put  before  him.  Mr. 
Fislier  had  been  president  of  the  society, 
an  office  he  had  filled  with  credit,  for 
upwards  of  eleven  years,  and  they  all 
hoped  he  might  be  spared  to  remain  their 
president  another  eleven  years.  In  the 
name  of  the  employees  lie  then  presented 
Mr.  Fisher  with  the  very  fine  photograph 
amid  much  applause. 

Mr.  Fisher,  in  returning  thanks,  said 
that  was  the  first  honour  the  employees 
had  ever  given  their  chairman,  and  lie 
appreciated  it  the  more  in  that  sense . He 
Mr,  Fisher)  joined  the  soeiet.i  in  1884.  and 
as  elected  on  the  committee  in  1*92.  He 
retired,  owing  to  ill-health,  in  1895,  but 
regaining  his  health  he  was  a«sked  to  conn* 
forward  again  to  take  the  place  of  Mr. 
Robert  Till.  He  wa*  re-elected  in  January, 
1900,  and  from  that  time,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  6ix  months,  he  has  served  con- 
tinacusJy. 


Out  of  sixty*four  applicant*.  Mr.  Mayberry 
Jones  (manager  of  the  Gla.rtfiimn«m  Society) 
has  been  selected  as  general  manager  c*  the 
Cwinllynfell  Society, 
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CO-OPERATIVE  WORKERS 

the  ideal  of  the  standard 
living  wage. 

Our  women  readers  will  be  interested 
in  the  discussion  now  taking  place  in  the 
‘ News”  concerning  the  attitude  oi 
the  movement  towards  its  employees. 
This  w as  opened  some  weeks  ago  by  Mr. 
\V  Openshaw,  of  the  London  C.W  .b., 
to  which  Mr.  J.  Jagger  •organising 
secretary  of  the  N.U.D.A  V. .,  eontr  - 
Luted  a reply  last  week,  and  on  wliicn 
we,  too,  would  Tike  to  have  our  sa> . 

Mr.  Tagger  suggests  that  the  tune  lias 
arrived  when  the  movement  should 
undertake  a national  stocktaking  with 
the  object  of  mapping  out  and  formu- 
lating a considered  labour  policy  tor  the 
co-operative  movement.  . 

It  will  be  within  the  recollection  o. 
manv  readers  -of  our  “.Women  => 
Pages,”  who  followed  the  long  discus- 
sion on  a “ minimum  ” wage  in  the 
co-operative  movement  that  the  main 
object  of  the  Guild  was  to  fasten  upon 
the  movement  the  responsibility  of 
setting  a standard  ot  wages  for  itjj  em- 
ployees which  should  approximate  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  a living  wage 
irrespective  of  the  rates  of  wages  paid  in 
the  competitive  world. 

The  actual  rates  of  wages  expressed  in 
pounds*-  shilling,  and  -pence,  have 
undergone  immense  changes  since  the 
famous  minimum  wage  'scales  were 
fixed  and  agreed  to  by  the  movement  in 
1014  until  now,  ow'ing  to  the 
unsettlement  of  conditions  due  to 
the  war,  and  the  still  further 
nnsettlemcnt  now'  taking  place,  due 
to  the  changing  prices  and  general 
difficulties  of  the  times,  it  is  impossible 
'to  say  w'hat  is  fair  and  right  from  the 
actual  money  point  of  view. 

None  of  these  conditions,  however, 
can  disturb  the  fundamental  reason  for 
adopting  a scale  in  1914,  namely,  the 
right  of  the  great  co-operative  move- 
ment to  fix  for  itself  such  conditions  of 
work  and  wages  as  shall  be  in  keeping 
with  its  own  ideals. 

We  • are  glad  indeed  to  think 
that  this  ideal  of  a standard  living 
wage  for  co-operative  workers  should 
t>.gain  come  to  the  fore.  With  the 
lqfger  ideas  of  co-operative  pow  er  which 
have  undoubtedly  evolved  of  late,  and 
the  revival  of  the  idea  of  a possible 
“ National  ” Society,  it  behoves  us  to 
put  our  mutual  relationships  upon  the 
best  footing. 

Mr.  Jagger  speaks  of  taking  “stock. 
The  Survey  Committee's  Report  should 
not  be  overlooked  in  this  connection. 
Few  outside  the  " official  ” section  of 
the  movement  realise  how  thoroughly 
this  survey  took  stock  of  our  organisa- 
tion in  1914-1918,  although  it  received 
the  consideration  of  a specially  convened 
Congress.  Then  the  recently  published 
critical  analysis  of  co-operation  made  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Webb  also  pro- 
vides material  enough  for  the  ground 
work  of  such  a careful  research  as  Mr. 
Jagger  advocates. 

It  is  true  that  both  these  valuable 
stock  sheets  are  concerned  more  with 
the  machinery  and  the  organisation  than 
with  the  heart  and  spirit  of  co-operation, 
but  with  the  ideal  of  the  living  wage  ami 
a co-operative  standard  of  life  to  inspire 
11s  the  true  spirit  would  surely  come  at 
the  call  of  those  who  undertook  the  task 
of  “ Conciliating  the  conflicting 
interests  of  the  capitalist,  the  worker, 
and  the  purchaser,  as  set  forth  in  the 
objects  of  the  Co-opera  Tve  Union 
itself.” 


A new  Guild  branch  bur,  been  formed  aL 
Gielton,  when  Airs.  Holloway  (district' 
secretary).  Mrs.  Mason  (president),  and 
Airs.  Palmer  explained  the  aims  and  objects 
of  tlie  Guild.  The  officials  were  elected, 
auul  a social  was  arranged.  The  secretary 
is  Mrs.  Spendlove,  The -Cottage,  Weldon- 
road,  Grettou,  near  Kettering. 

The  Lewes  District  belli  tlie  spring  con- 
ference at  Haywards  Heath  on  the  6th  hast. 
Mrs.  Hussey  (district  member)  presided. 
Mrs.  Palmer  (vice-president  of  the  Hay- 
wards Heath  Guild)  welcomed  the  delegates. 
Mrs.  Green  (Central  Committee  member) 
spoke  on  'Guild  Organisation:  Joint 

Guilds,  Councils,  and  District  Work." 
There  was  a good  discussion  on  the  work  of 
the  joint,  guilds’  council.  Mrs,  Standing 
(Hove)  moved,  a vote  of  thanks. 


Spring  is  her  e. 

✓Nature  is  awaken- 
i n g i nt 0 new 
life,  bringing  greater 
vigour  to  tlie  spirit 
of  the  world’s  toilers. 

To-day'  the  first  of 
May  is  the  one  day 
in  the  year  that  is 
dedicated  to  the  propo- 
sition that  the  inter- 
ests and  purposes  of 
the  workers  of  all 
countries  are  identical, 
and  their  common  cause 
is  to  make  the  world 
free.  On  this  clay  the 
peoples  of  the  world 
now  pause  and  realise 
the  essential  unity  of 
man  with  nature  and 
nation  with  nation,  of 
spirit  with  spirit.  On 
tins  day  the  ideal  of 
comradeship,  brother- 
hood, and  co-operation, 
held  up  by  poets, 
writers,  and  workers,  is 
accepted  afresh  by  hun- 
dreds and  thousands 
who  celebrate  the  old 
festival,  in  the  new 
spirit  'throughontf  the 
civilised  world. 

In  the  olden  times 
the  ancient  enemies  of 
human  kind;  ignorance, 
and  time,  and  space, 
and  the  bad -means  of 
transit . kept  eommuni-  _ . 

ties  apart,  and  made  the  realisation  of 
brotherhood  a vision  of  the  people.  To- 
day the  cablegram,  the  wireless,  the  loco- 
motive, the  steamship,  and  the  airship  are  | 


MAY-DAY,  1922. 


RENEW  THE  VOW  : FOLLOW  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  IDEAL. 


CROWNING  LABOUR  WITH 
COOPERATION. 

Let  us  strive  to  draw  all  workers  to 
our  movement,  and  make  them 
realise  how  the  practice  of  co-opera- 
tion can  solten  tho  harsh,  hard  facts 
of  this  work-a-day  life. 


breaking  down  t1>2  bar- 
riers between  nations. 
But  the  barriers  be- 
tween classes  still  exist, 
and  May-Day.  1922. 
does  not  see  the  work- 
ers of  the  world  at 
Peace.  There  is  the  de- 
pression of  unemploy- 
ment in  every  country; 
in  fact,  there  is  unrest 
antongst  the  workers 
of  the  world,  the  wide 
world  o’er,  for  big 
capitalism  has  tight- 
ened its  grip  in  every 
country,  with  the  re- 
sult that  organised  la- 
bour is  having  to  light 
battles  forced  upon  it 
by  its  enemies. 

But  nothing  daunted, 
united  efforts  for  new 
achievements  go  for- 
ward, and  we  mark  the 
festival  by  directing 
the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  symbolic 
interest  of  the  day  by 
asking  <ill  to  renew  the 
vow  to  follow  the  co- 
operative ideal,  so  that 
in  future  ithe  sacred- 
ness of  human  life 
shall  be  greater  than 
the  dominion  of  money, 
and  the  influence  of 
Co-operation  and  the 
acknowledgment  of  the 
essential  kinship  of 
mankind  will  break  down  the  barrier  of 
class,  and  bring  about  the  time  wheu 
Man  to  man  the  world  o'er 
Shall  brithers  be,  an’  a'  that.  T. 


Mrs.  Settle 
(Delph). 


Councillor 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Smith 
(Woolvv  ich). 


FREEDOM  OF  THE  GUILD. 

The  Enfield  Highway  Guild  has  just 
issued  its  half-yearly  report.  Four  mem- 
bers— Mrs.  May,  Mrs.  Nankeville,  Mrs. 
Wilson,  and  Mrs.  Foster — have  been  given 
the  freedom  cf  the  Guild.  Some  interest- 
ing meetings  have  been  held  and  addresses 
given  on  “ Child  Labour,”  ” The  Ruad- 
meuder  ” (by  Michael  Fairless),  “ Propor- 
tional Representation,”  and  "The  A B (' 
of  Co-operation."  Among  the  speakers 
have  been  Mr.  Apthorpe  (director  of  edu- 
cation), who  explained  the  educational 
work  in  the  schools ; Mr.  Evans  (assistant 
manager),  and  Mrs.  Pidgeon,  who  gave  an 
account  of  her  visit  to  tlie  International 
Congress  at  Basle  and  Lucerne.  Two 
members  (Mrs.  Oakden  and  Mrs.  Ayl.itt) 
have  given  papers.  A dance  has  been  held 
in  aid  of  the  emergency  fund,  which  helps 
distressed  cases  in  the  society,  when  over 
£8  was  raised.  Through  the  lielp-in-noed 
fund  the  Guild  has  been  able  to  cheer  sick 
members  by  gifts  of  fruit  and  flowers. 

Mrs.  Hitch  (stamp  secretary)  has  sold 
stamps  to  the  value  of  £loO.  besides  which 
she  sells  seventy  copies  c f the  “ Co-oj  ora- 
tive  News"  each  week  and  fortv  copies  of 
tlie  “ Woman's  Outlook  ” monthly. 


SWEATING  STILL  EXISTS. 

1 • v 

TIRADE  BOARDS  MUST  BE  MADE  MORE  EFFICIENT. 


During  1918  Labour  was  urged  to  be 
11  audacious.”  Then  it  was  that  the  last 
Act  on  the  Trade  Boards  was  passed, 
whereby  we  were  to  have  a new  heaven  on 
earth.  Since  that  time  efforts  have  been 
made  whereby  the  conditions  of  the 
workers  were  to  hark  back,  not  only  to 
what  they  were  before  1914,  but  to  1908 — 
to  the  age  of  sweating  which  permitted  the 
conditions  that  prevailed  among  the  chain- 
makers  of  Cradley  Heath. 

To-day,  however,  despite  all  the  re- 
actionary efforts,  we  have  the  report  of 
what  is  described  as  the  " Cave  ” com- 
mission on  the  Trade  Boards,  which  rejects 
all  these  reactionary  proposals,  and  recog- 
nises that  the  Trade  Boards  have  been 
useful ; that  they  liave'protected  not  merely 
the  unorganised  workers  from  the  misery 
of  sweated  conditions,  but  that  they  pro- 
tect the  good  employer  from  being  forced 
by  the  competition  of  his  less  conscientious 
fellows  to  become  responsible  for  the 
infliction  of  such  misery. 

But  while  the  Trade  Boards  are  to 
remain,  some  conditions  applying  to  them 
are  still  open  to  criticism,  and  suggestions 
are  being  made  whereby  tlieir  efficiency 
can  be  increased.  Let  us  bear  what  Miss 
E.  C.  Wilkinson,  M.A.,  organiser  of  the 
N.U.D.A.W..  has  to  say  on  the  matter,  for 
she  has  had  much  to  do  in  giving  evidence 


before  the  “Cave”  Commission  on-'belialf 
of  the  Distributive  and  Allied  Trades.' 

In  the  course  of  an  interview,  she  said : 
“ Throughout  the  report  there  is  an  air  of 
apology  to  the  employers  - with  efforts  to 
conciliate  them  where  possible,  and  an 
assumption  that  labour  should  he  content 
with  the  preservation  of  the  boards  even 
though  they  Ge  stripped  elf  many  functions 
and  privileges.  The  report  suggests  that 
the  employers  form  district  committees  for 
the  purpose  of  fixing  district  rates.  This 
would  be  very  expensive,  as  it  would  take 
months  to  get  into  working  order.  Besides, 
the  committees  are  unnecessary,  because  if 
district  rates  aro  thought  necessary  “they 
could  be  fixed  by  the  National  Board 
machinery  of  district  committees.  These 
committees  represent  n triumph  for  sweat- 
ing in  the  distributive  trade,  and  should 
be  opposed  by  all  co-operators.” 

Speaking  with  regard  to  sweated  labour,. 
Miss  Wilkinson  said  that  in  Manchester 
waitresses  were  working  in  good  class 
cafes  for  9s.  per  QO-liour  week.  The  kitchen 
rates  were  higher,  because  the  workers 
had  not  the  same  means  for  getting  tips  ; 
but  tlie  food  supplied  to  the  kitchen 
workers  was  of  an  inferior  quality  and  was 
reckoned  at  an  unduly  high  rate. 

‘“In  a recent  case  I investigated,”  said 

[Continued  in  next  column.] 


WORKERS’  GREATEST 

DRAWBACK. 

A successful  conference  was  held 
recently  under  tlie  auspices  of  the  Brighton 
Joint  Guilds'  pouncil,  when  seventy  dele- 

ftes  were  present,  and  Mr.  Perry  (secre- 
ry  of  the  Co-operative  Party)  gave  an  in- 
teresting address  011  “The  Co-operative 
Party."  Despite  the  growth  of  our  trade 
unions,  he  said,  capitalism  is  up  against 
us  and  is  often  victorious,  because  it 
always  attacks  the  workers  when  they  are 
low.  Lack  of  education  in'  our  movement 
is  a great  drawback.  Mr.  Perry  showed 
how  nigh  prices  are  caused  by  taxation, 
and  how  in  the  co-operative  movement 
there  is  a trust  in  tlie  interest  of  all. 
whereas  in  the  multiple  shop  the  trust  _w  a> 
in  the  interest  of  a few.  He  urged  Guild 
branches  to  get  members  on  boards  of 
■guardians.  Mrs.  Hill  (Hove)  and  Mr-. 
Carter  (Worthing)  proposed  and  seconded 
tlie  vote  of  thanks,  and  8s.  4Jd.  was 
collected  for  the  Russian  Famine  Fund. 

[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

Miss  Wilkinson,  " the,  employer  stated  he 
was  paying  his  woncers  28s.  a week. 
Actually,  lie  paid  9s.  in  money  a week,  and 
lie  reckoned  two  bread-ant1,  butter  meals 
and  one  meal  of  meat  and  potatoes  per  day 
at  19s.  per  week!.  Of  course,  some  em- 
ployers pay  much  Higher  wages,  but  it 
such  as  these  that  the  Trade  Boards  can 
deal  with.  Tlie  chief  dread  of  employers  ia 
the  worst  sweated  trades  ia  pujilicity. 
But,”  she  concluded,  “ while  there  are 
certain  objectionable  features  in  the  report 
these  can  be  removed  by  labour  undertaking 
a big  personal  campaign. ” 


LIVERPOOL  IN  THE  LIMELIGHT. 


A Fancy  Dress  Social  arranged  by  the  Kensington  branch  of  the  Women's  Guild  at  Liverpool,  and  held  in  the  Lodge  Lano 
vO-operative  Hall,  by  which  £7  was  raised  towards  the  Self-Effort  Fund. 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages.should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  "Women's  Pages.' 
’*  Co-operative  News " Office.  Long  Millgate. 
Manchester. 


ELECTED  TO  BOARDS  OF 

GUARDIANS. 


April  29,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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WOMEN'S  PAGES. 

ARE  WE  FOR  A CO-OPERATIVE 

COMMONWEALTH? 

WHY  NOT  COLLECTIVE  DIVIDENDS  ? WHAT  WE  COULD  GET 

FROM  THEM. 


SOME. WOMEN  FAVOUR  THE  IDEA.  WHAT  DO 

YOU  THINK? 


BY  OUR  OWN  WOMAN  REPRESENTATIVE. 


Have  We  a Co-operative  Outlook?  That  is  a question  all  co-operators  have 
to  face.  To-day  the  cry  is  that  people  are  too  much  concerned  with  what  they 
can  get  out  of  co-operation  rather  than  wnat  they  can  give  to  it,  turning  the 
movement  into  a pure  materialistic  commercial  concern,  and  thereby  robbing 
it  of  its  life  and  its  soul.  For  this  the  members  are  not  altogether  to  blame, 
for  very  often  it  has  been  the  only  point  of  view  put  before  them.  How- 

ever, the  time  has  come  to  think  much  more  in  the  direction  of  mutual  help, 
and  in  order  to  raise  a discussion  on  this,  we  have  introduced  the  question 
of  Collective  Dividends,  and  below  give  the  opinions  of  a few  rank  and  file 
women  co  operators. 


IDEA  TO  BE  EMBRACED.  SOLVES  AMALGAMATION 


HOW  TO  START  THE  SCHEME. 

“Shall  we  abolish  dividend?”  This  was 
a co-operative  slogan  twelve  months  ago, 
but  few  favoured  the  idea.  Yet  at  that 
time  the  majority  felt  that  the  present  sys- 
tem of  paying  out  quarterly  dividend  was 
uot  ideal,  and  is  not  consistent  with  true 
co-operative  principles — that  is,  if  we  really 
mean  what  we  say  when  we  talk  about  the 
Co-operative  Qommon wealth.  Self-help  is  all 
right,  but  is  not  mutual  help  better? 

Abroad  co-operators 
have  realised  much 
more  than  we  have 
the  benefits  which 
come  from  collective 
dividends.  For  in- 
stance, in  Belgium 
checks  are  not  given, 
ou  bread ; the  money  is 
pooled,  and  Bhould  a 
strike  of  the  workers 
take  place,  then  free 
bread  is  given  to  the 
women  and  children. 

In  Italy,  co-operative 
garden  cities  are  built 
out  of  communal  divi- 
dend. Why  should  not 
we  in  Great  Britain 
take  a broader  view  of 
the  question,  and  get 
more  and  more  divi- 
dend, as  it  were,  opt 
of  co-operation  — pen- 
sions, schools,  colleges, 
more  and  better  re- 
creation, more  co- 
operative convalescent 
homes  and  holiday 
homes,  and  especially 
more  co-operative  factories  and  workshops? 

“ The  idea  of  collective  dividend  is  the 
right  one,”  said  one  woman  member  of  it 
management  committee.  “ I feel  sure  it  will 
come  in  time,  but  to  ‘ boom  it  ’ at  the 
present  moment  would  be  a mistake.  While 
1 agree  that  dividend  would  be  far  greater 
lelt  in  the  hands  of  societies  than  in  indi- 
viduals’ hands,  ordinary  members  would 
require  a great  deal  of  educating  before 
they  would  see  the  point.  The  fear  of  the 
future  is  giving  to  many  of  our  members 
i very  individual  outlook.  At  a recent 
meeting  a member  complained  of  a donation 
we  were  giving  to  a babies’  hospital,  whilst 
it  was  also  pointed  out  that  we  were  paying 
our  carters  £896  in  a half-year  more  than 
other  firms,  and  it  was  suggested  that  these 
wages  be  reduced  and  dividend  increased. 

1 astounded  many  members  with  the  state- 
ment that  it  cost  our  society  in  a quarter 
t'1.400  to  pay  a Id.  dividend,  or  £16,800 
to  maintain  a Is.  dividend. 

" We  have  continually  to  be  showing 
members  that  they  are  the  society's 
debtors.  Only  the  other  day  I was  able 
to  prove  to  one  woman  member,  who  com- 
plained because  she  had  paid  8s.  lid.  for  a 
eiimisole  at  the  stores,  that  the  Same  article 
tost  8s.  lid.  from  a multiple  shop,  and 
that  n pair  of  child’s  socks  at  2s.  6d.  were 
oemg  retailed  ut  two  private  traders’  shops 
•or  2s.  10jd.  and  3s.  3d.,  while  there  was 
the  dividend  to  be  considered  at  the  stores. 

" When  so  much  unrest  is  being  felt, 
lC  would  be  unwise  to  introduce  anything 
■mw ; but  when  the  outlook  grows  brighter 
’ms  is  an  idea  societies  should  be  quick  to 
mijrace,  and  on  which  a campaign  should 
* started.  The  scheme  will  have  to  begin 
ery  gradually.  1 have  long  advocated  our 
society  forming  an  emergency  fund  to  help 
'■embers  in  times  of  distress,  to  which  every 
ember  should  contribute  a few  toppers  a 
;,°a.r-  rh's  is  the  way  I feel  the  collective 
Aidend  scheme  will  have  to  be  started, 
dividend*  not  relinquish  the  individual 


system  at  once;  nor  will  they  con- 
'}°wmg  half  of  their  dividend  being 

boSf  nrb*Ti  th-m  SOci?ty  an<1.  for  the 

bv  fiA  a ; llie  might  be  started 

OMni,  ' 1 , ,st  ye.ar  being  deducted  from 
v “ •l'le,n'*r  s dividend,  and  the  second 
'em,  r!(  rcoul(1  be  increased  to  Is.  At  the 
small  \f‘Ve  -'ears— the  funds  would  be  too 
mitrlit  v*  use-  before  then— each  member 
JenH  if  pny,1?g  a year  from  her  divi- 
fuml«  ?,s,oc,ety  had  20.000  members,  the 
Ven-  , ou  , have  reached,  at  the  end  of  five 
Pensions  ? ^VV00-  I consider  the  idea 
PmVl  for  0,d  a,ul  Kval  members  would 
v e a ’’lost  attractive  scheme. 


HELPS  FORWARD  TRADE. 

Another  woman  member  of  a large  so- 
ciety’s educational  committee  said:  — 
‘ Yes,  I consider  the  idea  splendid;  but 
the  present  time  would  be  the  wrong  one 
to  launch  the  soheme.  I think  it  is  much 
better  than  abolishing  dividend  altogether, 
and  having  prices  lower  than  private 
traders,  as  the  small  difference  in  price 
would  not  ho  appreciated  by  members. 
Collective  dividend  could  not  be  better  used 
than  by  providing  pen- 
sions for  members,  and 
like  our  political  fund, 
although  it  may  not 
have  a very  enthusias- 
tic reception  at  its  in- 
auguration, it  will  grow 
gradually.  So  much 
depends  on  getting  the 
right  kind  of  people  to 
put  a new  point  of  view 
before  the  members. 
What  is  needed 
definite  move  for  the 
extension  of  the  trad- 
ing side,  and  our  .pro- 
gress will  be  very  slow 
if  nothing  is  done  to 
develop  tins.  Special 
funds  for  political,  edu- 
cational, and  propa- 
ganda work  are  all 
very  good- in  their  way, 
but  more  definite  and 
bolder  methods  will 
have  to  be  adopted  to 
extend  and  bring  about 
the  Commonwealth  we 
talk  so  much  about. 
The  establishment  of 
assistance  during  unem- 


Collective  Dividend 

HAS  BROUGHT 

the  MONTHLY 
“WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK.” 

Collective  Dividend 
will  bring  ihe  WEEKLY 
issue  when  you  are  ready. 
Meanwhile,  May  is  here, 
and  with  it  the  . . . 

MAY  ‘OUTLOOK’ 

with  all  ihc  usual 
May-Day  Visions.  * 

Reads;  Now! 


Interview  with  cur  Guild  President— 
Russia’s  Terrible  Plight— Dressing  the 
Kiddies — Teachers  and  Scholars,  by  Lady 
Adam], 


ta,,d  -v — -“""s  IMi 

ployment  for  members  could  all  come  out 
ol  a collective  dividend.  To  mv  mind,  our 
energies  ought  to  be  concentrated  to  build 
up  nud  extend  the  trading  side  of  the  move- 
ment. the  trouble  to-day  is  that  people 
think  more  ol  what  can  lx?  got  out  of  the 
movement’  and  not  what  they  can  put  into 
it.  Ihe  providing  ol  money  free  of  interest 
u ould  enable  the  trading  side  to  pay  a good 
dividend  and  to  sell  goods  at  less  than  mar- 
ket  price.  From  the  five  million  members, 
a halfpenny  in  the  pound  on  sales  or  a 
penny  per  week  from  each  member  would 
give  a substantial  sum.  which  could  be  de- 
voted to  the  extension  of  trade,  and  in 
b^.a  ,le  t0  ,buy  our  factories 
and  buildings,  winch  would  materially  re- 
duce the  expenses  and  better  enable  us  to 
fight  our  competitors.  If  Manchester  is  to 


become  a co-operative  centre,  it  is  essential 
amaigamatmn  should  take  place,  but  the 
d.fhculty  is  a financial  one,  and  a fund  such 
ns  that  proposed  would  enable  amalgama- 
tion to  go  forward  I believe  the  time  is 
now  opportune  for  the  consideration  of  this 
move.  The  abnormal  period  is  passing; 
rock-bottom  conditions  have  been  reached  bv 
many  societies,  which  are  now  on  the  turn 
Me  must  now  decide  whether  we  have  to 
remain  stationary  or  move  forward  townrds 
tile  establishment  of  our  Commonwealth  ” 

Another  guild  swoman  expressed  herself 
as  follows:  — 

“ The  idea  of  a collective  dividend  is  the 
best  I have  heard  for  some  time.  It  would 
revolutionise  societies  and  foster  within 
members  the  true  co-operative  spirit.  The 
present  system  is  wrong,  because  it  creates 
in  members  a spirit  which  makes  them  think 
in  terms  of  * How  much  can  I get »’  in- 
stead of  • What  can  I give?’  Pensions  for 
members  do  not  appeal  to  me.  I think  the 
btiTte  should  provide  adequate  pensions  I 
would  rather  see  collectjfe  dividend  spent 
ou  somethmg  which  the  State  does  not 
provide.  Why  can’t  large  societies  amal- 
gamate, purchase  an  old  merchant  vessel 
and  take  members’  children  in  the  summer 
holidays  to  other  countries?  The  trips  could 
be  arranged  on  the  present  summer  school 
idea,  lessons  being  given  on  hoard  on  co- 
operative as  well  as  other  subjects.  Oidv 
hy  utilising  dividend  for  the  behefit  of  all 
are  we  carrying  out  the  principles  of  • Each 
for  All,  and  All  for  Each.’  ” 


Mrs.  Marden,  of  the  Derby  Central  Guild, 
is  now  recovering  from  her  accident  on 
Tuesday,  last  week,  when  she  fell  from  a 
tramcar  during  her  stay  at  the  Easter 
Week-end  at  Trent  College. 


MORE  WOMEN  GUARDIANS. 

ALL  CO-OPERATIVE  AND  LABOUR  CANDIDATES. 


Miss  D.  Travers 
(Stoke-on-Trent). 


Mas.  C.  Morris 
(Stoke-on-Trent). 


Mrs.  Smyth 
(Barnet). 


, co^iwrative  women  Guardians  are  Mrs.  Watson  (Middlesbrough).  Mrs  Han- 

S-  1 HM'J-  M,s-  WK«Uhoo„,Mrs.  Bosivorth,  am,  Mr,.  Moor- 


Guardian  Election  Experiences. The 

•Peterborough  Guild  is  very  proud  of  its 
three  members  who  have  just  been  elected 
to  the  Board  of  Guardians — Airs.  Edmonds, 
Mrs.  Jutson,  and  Airs.  Bird.  Although  un- 
successful, Mrs.  Fearn,  of  the  Stretford 
Guild  (Manchester)  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
her  fight  to  retain  her  seat  on  the  Board  of 
Guardians.  She  writes:  “There  has  never 
been  a fight  like  it  in  Stretford.  Aly  oppo- 
nent had  ten  motor  cars,  and,  of  course,  I 
hadn’t  one.  What  I really  fought  was 
money  and  ]>etrol.  Had  I fought  the  man 
and  his  principles  I should  have  done 
better.” 

“ Woman's  Outlook  ” for  reliable  recipes. 


The  Aylesbury  Guild  recently  held  a whist 
drive  in  aid  of  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital. 
A sum  of  £11  15s.  was  raised.  Financial 
help  has  been  given  to  the  Girls'  Hostel, 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  and  the 
children  in  the  Union. 

At*  a recent  conference  held  nfc 
Roy  ton,  Alls.  Fester  (Oldham  Equitable) 
moved  a resolution  to  the  effect 
that  tlie  subscription  to  the  District 
Committee  be  increased  from  2d  to  3d 
per  member.  The  district  was  small  com- 
posed of  only  nine  branches,  and  ii'  pro- 
gressive work  was  to  he  done,  such  as  the 
organising  of  new  branches,  increased  funds 
became  a necessity.  Put  to  the  vote  it  was 
found  the  resolution  was  carried. 


MINDING  OUR 
OWN  BUSINESS 

AND  HELPING  OTHER 
WORKERS. 


Co-Operation  stands  four-square  against 
all  the  forces  that  assail  it  from  without. 
Its  capital  is  secure;  its  interest  is  safe;  its 
influence  is  growing;  and  its. trade.  Well 

That  Depends  on  You. 

Do  you  realise  that  the  Co-operative 
Store  belongs  to  you?  The  savings  of  the 
members  are  invested  in  its  stocks  and 
buildings  ; their  security  has  been  assured 
by  wise  depreciation  in  the  past;-it  can  he 
maintained  and  increased  by  the  -loyalty  of 
the  membe£s.  Co-operation  makes  an 
appeal  to  members  to 

Trade  With  Their  Own  Shops 

and  always  ask  for  the  productions  of  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited. 
If  co-operators  go  to  the  shops  of  other 
people  (their  competitors)  they  nje  really 
going  against  their  own  interests.'  If  a mail 
its  in  private  business  he  does  not  draw  his 
daily  necessities  from  the  multiple  shop 
concern.  Similarly  the  real  co-operator 
buys  from  his  own  eliop — the  co-operative 
store;  and  leaves  his  rivals  alone. 

You  Can  Toll 

a store  that  is  really  eo-eperntive  by  the 
windows.  They  are  filled  with  goods  from 
the  C.W.S.  factories  and  mills.  That  ds  a 
feature  that  distinguishes  them  from  the 
windows  q!  the  competitors.  You  can  tell 
the  co-opeTative  character  of  the  manage- 
ment by  the  number  of 

C.W.S.  GOODS 

in  the  departmental  windows.  Always  ask 
for  C.W.S.  good*,  and  if  every  co-operator 
insisted  on  C.W.S.  goeds  all  the  C.AV  S. 
factories  would  get  busy.  Then  there  is 

Hosiery  and  Underwear  from  Huthwaite. 

Dress  Goods  from  Bradford  and 
Buclifastleigh. 

Paints  from  Rochdale. 

Corsets  from  Desborough. 

Blankets  from  Littleborough. 

Furniture  from  Manchester,  Newcastle, 
Birmingham,  an<l  Bristol. 

Quilts  from  Alauchester  and  Newcastle. 

And  a score  of  other  standard  articles  of 
C.W.S.  manufacture  dependent  entirely 
upon  „ 

You,  and  You, 

and  all  the  otlier^  co-operators  who  are 
striving  to  secure  better  conditions  of 
industry.  Ask  for  these-goods  in  the  store  ; 
and  so  encourage  the  management  to 
increase  the._£irea  of  employment  in  C.W.Jf 
factories. 

This  is  a plain,  practical  story  with  a 
definite  purpose*.  We  want  you  to  realise 
the  importance  cf  buying  all  you  can  from 
the  store;  and  making  certain  that  you  are 
buying  C.W.S.  goods.  If  distributive  stores 
were  universal  the  economic  problem  would 
not  be  solved  unless  everything  they  sup- 
plied was  of  co-operative  origin.  Let  the 
store  be  the  outlet  for  the  productions  of 
C.W.S.  works.  You  can  help. 


The  Food  Factories 

by  Asking  for  Crumgsnll  Biscuits  Silver 
CAV.S.  Jams.  Omo  Cocoa, 
C w !'  s3'rm  °"ts'  ,c;-w-S-  L-inou  Corel 
Felt-raising  Flour,  Friurv  Lnetio 
Cheese,  and  the  score  of  other  daily  nemla 
supplied  from  C.W.S.  factories. 

Keep  Your  Own  Works  Running 

b.Y  maintaining  the  trade  of  the  C W S -_ 
your  own  C.W.S.  Always  ask  for  some 
, . ' »’  ■ . Production — trv  the  new  thinga 
Jennie  Herrings  in  tomatoes,  Ceres 
Lakes,  and  the  many  dainties  constantly 
coming  forward  from  C.W.S.  factories.  Only 
iu  that  way  by  the  individual  doing  Lis  own 
trading  duty  can  we  get  to  the  Co-opera  tivo 
Common  wealth.  Start  now,  to-day,  by 

Going  to  the  Counter 
And  Asking  for  a C.W.S.  Production. 

Such  is  the  adriee  of  the  C.W.S.  Publioilv 
Department  to  all  loyal,  co-operators. 


This  Week’s  Trial  Order. 


Tweed  Skirt 

is  sold  at  ail  Stores  at 

8s.  lid. 


Every  Guildswnmnn  thmilJ 
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Address 


CALENDAR. 


APRa. 

8.  Educational  Secrete rieV  Association  (Northern 
Section). — Meeting  in  tlie  Newcastle  Society's 
Guild  Room,  Darn  Crook,  Newcastle-on- 
Tv  no,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion : 
“Co-operative  Education  Expansion.”  Ad- 
dress by  Councillor  It.  J.  Wilson  (Sunder- 
land). » 

„ Midland  Section.— Shropshire  anrl  Uid-Wales 
District  Conference,  In  the  English  Congre- 
gational Schoolroom,  Newtown,  at  4-30  p.m. 

/ Subject  for  discussion  : ” The  Review  of  Our 
Business  Methods  in  the  Present  Crisis"; 

I i be  introduced  by  Councillor  W.  Alibotts, 
J.P.  (Wul-sill). 

„ Mersevside  and  North  Wales  Educational  Asso- 
ciation.—Conference  in  the  Cooperative 
. llall,  204,  Discard-road,  Wallusey,  at  3-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion;  “Landmarks 
in  the  History  of  Co-opera th 
by  Mr  B.  E.  Roberts  (Cefu). 

,,  • Natii  nal  1’iilili.liing  Society  (Soulbern  Section 
Advisors-  Committee). — District  Conference, 
in  the' St.  James’  Institute.  Pelham-read, 
Gravesend,  nt  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : "Sales  of  Co-operative  Publications." 
Speaker,  Alderman  T.  M.  M’GilT. 

„ . Norlh-Weslern  Section. —Annual  Conference,  on 
the  Central  Premises  of  the  Oldham  Indus- 
trial Society,  King-street,  Oldham,  at  2-15 
p.m.  -Subject  for  consideration;  “Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  and  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Trade."  Address  by 
Mr.  II.  J.  Mu  (secretary,  International  Co- 
operative Alliance). 

„ Nnrlli-Wesleril  Section  (Cheshire  and  North 
Wales  Distii-  1 A -social ion).—  " All-Welsh  " 
Conference,  in  the  Wesleyan  Ebener.er 
Sihoolro.iin,  Blaenau  Festiuiog,  nt  2 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " Words  in  Season." 
Address.,  by.  Councillor  It.'  Wright  (district 

„ Norlli-Wcsiem  Section.— Manchester  District 
the  Co-operative.  Premises, 
roy  Helen,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
i i discu  -ion a " Notes  of  Importance  lor 
Coipnjitte.-s  of  Management."  Address  by 
Mi.  J.  Rowland  (Prcstwidi). 

„ „ Norih-We.  tern  Section.—  P.o-ei.dale  District 
C.suierence.  in  the  Cooperative  Hall.  Has- 
ling-Jen.  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : “ International  Co-operution  " ; to  be 
introduced  b\  a re[ires'-ntutiyi?  of  the  Co- 
opei.itive  l'n ion. 

„ „ Southern  Sartlmi.— Norfolk  District  fYnfcrenec. 

in  the  Pairland  Hall.  Wymondhani.  at  3 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " The  'Co- 
operative Pres.."  with  special  reference  to 

- ‘ th?  possibilities  cl  a co-operative-daily;  to 

lie  introduced  bv  a member  of  the  Sectional 
Advisory  CommiUee. 

,,  „ Soul  Dor  ii  Section. — Oxford  District  Conference, 
in  the  Wesley  Institute,  Fftringdon-strcet, 
Swindon,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  djseussion  ; 
"The  Internationa!  Co-operative  ’Allianc"." 
Speaker,  'Mr.  J.  Dickinson  (C’c-opeiatfvc 
Union). 

„ tt  South-Western  Educational  A-sociation  — Con- 

I ferenee  on  the  Premises  or  the  Newton  Abbot 
( o operative  Society,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion:'  Educational  Work  in  the 
Sou(li-West."  Address  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Robson 
(Plymouth).. 

, ,,  Western  Educational  As'c.cinlion.— Conference 
in  the  C.W.S.  Buildings,  Si.  Mary-strcet, 
Cardiff,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
“ The  Junior  Co-operator ; The  Key  to  the 
CotiimonsVeaHb."  Speaker,  Mr.  J.  Reeves 
(Woolwich). 

„ ' Wholesale  Society  (Health  • lasurar.cc-jSertion). 
— Annual  ib-'.egAles’  Mreting.  at  Bnlloon- 
street.  3funchester,  at  2 p.m. 

„ „ Women's  -Guild. — East  Yorkshire  District  Con- 

. ferenee.  in  the  Co  operative  Hall,  Belle  Yue- 
st  reel,  Scarborough,  ut  2-30  p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : " Women  in  Oo-ope  ration." 
Speaker,  Jfrs.  Web-ler  (Sectional  Council 
Member). 

, ,,  Women's  Guild. — Lancashire  Sectional  Confer- 
ence, in  the  C.W.S.  Mitchell  Memorial  Hall, 
Biilloon-street,'  Manchester,  at  2 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  ; " Unemployment  and 

Co- opera  rive  Trade."  Speaker,  Miss  E. 
llouora  Enfield  (general  secretary). 

, Scottish  National  Conference,  . in  the  Town 

Hull.  New  Cross,  Hamilton,  at  11  u m.  and 

2-30  p.m. 

„ „ Manchester  Co-opcr.itivo,  Party  (Clayton  Divi- 
sional Council). — Debate  between  Mr.1  T. 
Anderson  and  Councillor  J.  W.  Sutton,  at 
th-  Be, wick  Co-operative  Hall,  Rowsletv 
street.  Berwick,  2-30  p.m.  Subj.s  t ; 
“ The  Relation  oi  Ilia  Co-i.jierstive  and 
IjiIhmiI'  Parlies  in  the  Manchester  District." 

29-30  Central  Ednculionnl  Committee. — Week-end 
School  fm  General  and  Educational  Commit- 
tees. in  the  P.ocklngham-road  Council 
School,  Kettcrir.g.  Lecturer,  Professor  F. 
Hall.  M.A. 

„ Western  Kducal  ionul  Association.— Week-end 
ScluHil  for  Educational  Secretaries  nnd 
Oiganisers.  in  the*  C.W.S.  Premsies,  St. 
Mary-street,  Cardiff,  on  Saturday,  ami  in 
the-Trades  mid  Labour -llall.  diarles-street, 
Cardiff,  mi  Sunday.  Lecturer,  Mr.  J. 
Reeves  (Woolwich). 


MAY. 

Women’ll  Guild.— Northern  Sectional  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Guild  Room.  Darn  l rnojs. 

* Newcastle-nn-Tj  ne.  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject 
• ! for  discussion  ; " Uneinplovment  <nnd  Co- 

operative Trade/'  Address' by  Mrs.  Dews: 
bury  (Guild  President). 

Women's  Guild— Stafford  District  Conference, 
in*  th?  Cswij'orntive  Hall.  Cunncck.  at-2-30 
pffu.  Subject  tur  discussion  ; ” Married 

W-rnicu  and  Paid  Positions."  Address  by 
Airs-'  Andrews. 

Midland  Sfi  tiopnl  Conference,  in  tlie  Adult 
School  and  Institute,  Sileby.  at  2-30  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " 'Hie  Report  to 

( urgress." 

Norihern  Section.— Annual  Conference,  in  tlie 
Dining  Hall  ol  the  C.W.S  . West  Blundfnrd- 
stivet.  Newcastle-iipon-Tj-r.e,  at  °2-15  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " Co-operative 

Finance  ; Present  and  Future."  Address  by 
Mr.  G.  A.  uM'Ewcii  ( secretary , Stockton 
Society  ). 

tv.meii’i  Guild.— Derby  District  Conference, 

til  '.li'-  Cooperative  llall.  Ripley.  Subject 
' for  divcureion  : ' Women  on  Pub!..  B-.li.-s  " 

’ Speaker.  Mrs.  Ail.nn,  (Wal*ill  Wood.  Sec- 
- (foil  jAmncil  Jlember). 

W.*i.«T»  GuitiL-D.wjl.ur>  and  lluddet -field 
Di-'rn  t i i:d<  rei.ee.  in  tie-  lo-oj'eraiive 
llall.  Dk'.c  - « r - - 1 . Owl'll,  at  2-43  p.m.  Sub- 
ject |..r  d -,r-  . in  - W.vnen  «n  Biar.K 

M«A. 


MAY-DAY 

CO-OPERATORS. 


ALL  CO-OPERATORS  sltoufil  have  a poli- 
tical consciousness  in  -common  one  with 
another. 

Co-operators  who  divide  themselves  in 
I>olitics  divide  themselves  in  co-operation. 

WHAT  IS  THE  OBJECT 
OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
MOVEMENT  ? 

I£  it  not  to  develop  the  principle  of  co- 
operation till  it  becomes  the  main  principle 
of  the  State?  Does  this  not  mean  that 
our  instruments  of  production,  distribution, 
and  exchange  would  then  be  co-operative? 
We  know  this  to  be  our- inspiring  .purpose. 

If  it  were  not  so,  our  existence  mid  pro- 
gress would  be  less  vital  to  the  lut ure  wel- 
fare of  the  people. 

But  how  do  we  suppose  that  we  can  have 
a Co-operative  State  without  a co-operative 
system  of  politics  to  govern  it?  Politics  is 
the  Science  of  Government.  Politics  makes 
our  laws,  controls  oijr  national  finance,  also 
our  administrative  bodies  that  keep  society 
in  a state  of  order  and  peace. 

The  rules,  of  the  C.W.S.  are  its  politics — 
its  form  of  government.  The  ruhs  of  the 
Co-operative  Union  Limited  or  of  the 
Women’s  Co-operative  Guild  are  its  poli- 
tics, just  as  are  the  rules  of  a nation. 

Without  politics  society  could  not  be  held 
together. . 

IF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  STATE  MUST 
HAVE  ITS  CO-OPERATIVE  POLITICS, 
SO  THE  MOVEMENT  MUST  HAVE  ITS 
CO-OPERATIVE  POLITICS. 

If  the  Co-operative  State  has  its  pro- 
ducers, its  distributers,  or  its  field  workers, 
weavers,  bootmakers,  bakers,  and  its  edu- . 
cationalists,  «S:c.,  so  it  ynust  have  its  poli- 
ticians to  frame  its  laws  to  govern  the 
State  in  accordance  with  the  ideals  of 
co-operation. 

The  time  to  begin  in  this  essential  direc- 
tion is  now,  as  we  have  begun  in  co-opera- 
tive distribution  and  production. 

The  most  foolish  and  the  most  incom- 
patible thing  to  do  is  to  unite  in  co-operative 
purchasing  and  the  manufacturing  of  the 
necessaries  of  life  and  divide  ourselves 
among  non-co-operative  politicians  at  the 
political  polling  booth,  so  that  they  may  rule 
us  and  obstruct  our  co-operative  purpose. 

This  is  May-Day — the  day  when  you  shall 
hear  the  voice  /if  Labour  and  the  tramp  of 
the  Army  of  Workers. 

With  whom  are  you  marching?  With  the 
forces  of  Co-operation  and  Labour,  or  with 
the  political  .Walrus  and  the  Carpenter 
waiting  to  devour  the  workers’  share  of- 
the  nation's  wealth?  Have  you  made  up 
your  minds? 

In  any  cast,  write  to  Mr.  S.  F.  Perry, 
J.P.,  Secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Party, 
123,  Pall  Mall.  S.W.l,  for  particulars  of  the 
political  aims  of  the  C'o-operative  Move- 
ment. The  Co-operative  Party  believes  in 
co-operative  politics  as  it  believes  in 
co-operative  trading. 

[A  I)VT. 


Mr 


IV  t . 


<rln  DIR  rift  Conference, 
in  Mi.'  (W  -operative  Institute.  Freeman- 
'.  r.ret  M-rk-t.  Unm-be.  ..t  3 p in.  Subject 
f Ht  «H*eu(Sinn  ; Our  Responsibilities." 
Speaker.  Mrs.  ( ji  woi  t !>. 

Women’s  Guild.— Western  Section  Conference, 
in  tlie  Co-operative  Kail,  Fishponds.  Bristol, 
at  2 p.m.  Subject  lor  discussion  ; Unem- 
ployment and  Co-operative  Trade."  Speaker, 
Miss  Enfield  (general  secretary). 


rjasTOii  spa..  \ORKsmnE— the  ro^pEjunyE 

[I  CAFE. — Parties  catered  for.— Apply,  Manageress, 
lukastcr  ao.t  District  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
lostaa  Sjm  Brandi,  Boston  Spa,  Yorks. 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DfSTRlBirttVE 
& ALLIED  WORKERS  TKeN.O.D.A.W. 

‘‘THE  NEW  DAWN” 

Th?  " Beadab'e  Trad;  Union 
Tsper.  Published  fortnight!/ 
loo  Eaturdayj).  Price  2d., 
Iron  bitn.h  secretaries,  oj  3d. 
roil  lire  from  Central  Office 
" Oakley.”  Wilmdcw  RoaJ, 

Falfowfield.  lYUrv-hcJer. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


B ALLEY  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED  — 
Wanted,  a qualified  ( HEM  I ST  a-  MANAGER  of 
the  society's  Drug  mid'  Dispensing  Department.— Ap- 
plications, stating  uge.  qualifications,  experience,  and 
wages  required,  to  reach  the  Secretary  by  first  post 

on  Saturffuy,  May.  6th. 

...  - ; good. 

AN  Required.— Apply  liy  letter,  giving 
. und  wages  re  ’ 

; Society.  Arlesey,  Beds. 

RANCH  MANAGER  Wanted  for  Drapery  Stores; 
lie- goo;|  rtockkeejier  and  salesman. — Appli- 
inng  age  and  experience  and  enclosing 
of  tciTfuiioninD,  to  Managing  S-cret.iry. 
t Si-cielv,  Newcastle -street,  Bui-sl?in. 


BRANCH  MANAGER,  Grocery  and  Pjc 

capable  MAN  Required.— Apply  by  ... 

full  particulars  und  wage-  required,  Arlesey  Co- 


B 


CT  ANVASSER  Wiuitui ; must 
Uteri  ugh  knowledge  of 


he  e 


with 


red  to  Secretiuy, 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LTD. 

NORTH-WESTERN  SECTION. 

CENTRAL  BOARD  ELECTION, 

SOCIETIES’  VOTES 

are  solicited  for 

Mr. 

Thomas  Cinioihu 

the  nominee  of  the 

Beswick  Co-operative  Society  La. 


A Candidate  with  ability  and  ex- 
perience i n administration  o f 
Co-operative,  Trade  Union,  and 
Labour  organisations',  and  an 
energetic  worker. 


D 


j « 

liable  ' f taking  chnrgi 


—FIRST  HAND  Wanted;  male;  must  be 
■-lily  experienced,  and 

required,  and  experi- 
r.f  t’l-stimnniu's  to  Committee;  Co- 
Limited.  Hayden -place,  Guildford, 


the  p 
«n  appm 


THE  Commiti?:  Of  !be  Am 
Uianl;  nil  w npplicdius  I 
DRAPERY  MANAGER,  mid  to  - 
now  been  mode. 

iTk  Stafford  Society  brg»  '»  U'«nk  all  'applicanls 
Icr  Ri^itiqn  of  DRAPERY  MAN AGE1L,  and  to^ay 

the  i ition  i ' •«'  tilled.  

MANAGER  aid  BUYER  for  G-nlleui  n'. 
Outfitting  Department;  applicant  must  have 
n tlmmuMi  k;i.v.vle.H-e  , ( bi'-poke,  and  be  compffTent 
to  fit;  keen  on  r'i-ipline.  and  good  window-dre^er, 
anlendid  cppbrtunitv  for  right  man;  all  stock-  wiitten 
down  to  market  v'fllue.-A|  plications,  sltftlitg  wng.-s, 
experience,  and  qualifications,  and  giving  two  unsu-.s 
for  reft- r-ree;.  must  be  rece.vTO  not  later  than  first 
May  3rd,  and  endorsed  "Outfitting  Manager, 
and 'addressed  North-West  London  Co-operative  Society, 
202,  High-read.  -Willesden  Green,  Loudon,  N.YV.6- 
\\T ANTED.  l»v  >nciet>  in  the  Eastern  Counties. 
W WORKING  FOREMAN  BAKER;  first  class 
essential;  none  others  reed  apply;  brick  ovens,  Peel. 
Full  pa vt iciiln is.  Box  77,  ■’ Co-operaUve  News,  31  / c. 
;r ANTED,  GENERAL  MANAGER  tor  Co-operative 
V ' Society  ; tunmver  £550  w’-eHly  -Apphcat 
ing  wage 


w 


Preside. 

befor 


iocii'ty;  tunmv  r *»0U  weeaiv.— 
wage  required,  and.  lulK  particulars,  to  t 
t.  Co-qr^rntivc  Sueiety.  Sawston,  Caliius.,  < 
' :.Lu-  4th 


-BIT  W I ED  HEAD-MILLINER;  must  he  thoroughly 
VV  capable  and  r.hl?  to  buy.— Apply  by  letter, 
slating  age,  wage,  experience,  and  giving  two  refer- 
mu-e.  in  arrive  not  later  than  Wednesday,  Ma>  ord. 
Co-mirotive  Society  Ltd.,  Great  Harwood,  near 

Blackburn.  ^ 

WAN'I  ED.  high-  hi-  • "NI-'Et  I I "NEK;  mu-i  1- 
well  up  in  all  branches  ol  smalls;  applicant, 
if  suitable,  will  he  appointed  to  take  charge  ol  con- 
fee  lion  r\  stenion  of  bakeo'-— Apply,  jdating  ng« 
experience,  and  wages  required,  together  with  copies 
ol  recent-  testimonials,  to  Commiltee.  Windhil!  in- 
operative Society  Ltd..  Shipley  Hall.  Shipley.  Appli- 
cations to  be  in  on  or  bclore  Thursday,  May  4111. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen*. C LERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any- distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union.  Shop  Assistants.  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dllke  House.  Molei-strcet,  London,  W.C.l. . 

BAKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  Bbigland-  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grad? 
are  requested  to' apply  to  W.  Banfield,  General  S-mre- 
tary,  Amnlgnnialed  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  aod  Con- 
fectioners,  67.  Sydney-street,  London,  S.W. 

BAKER  nnd  CONFECTIONER;  single;  nged  38; 

well  up  in  bread,  rake-,  smalls,  icing,  piping;  seek* 
Sit.;  good  refs.— Box  42,  "Co-operative  News,"  3t/e. 


C 


AN  YASSER,  lady 


■ gent;  any  department  or 
it : thorough  co-operators. — 

" Rockleigh,"  Milton-roud, 


/T 1 ROGER  Y - and  PROVISION  MANAGER  seek* 
CHANGE,  oil  In  r a-  BIMNOI  31  AN  ACER  ' or 
SHOP  MANAGER;  22  years'  experience,  north  and 
nOiiUt',  gisid  qualifications;  excellent  relereme-.— 
Apply.  Box  78,  ".Cq-operalive  N Manchester. 

PASTRYCOOK  a fid  (ONFECTIONER  seeks  EN- 
GAGEMENT: u-ed  to  large  high-elaas  traild; 

feienees,  <iual»ficH»io  •—  155  "r— - 

West  Hun  1-pool. 


rxltt,  19,  P^uiance-jtrecl, 


TAtl.iiRING.— CUTTER,  age-1  38.  seek-  Position  n- 
( UlvTtR  nr  CUTTER-MANAGER;  two  Gr~te)a-„ 
I^indon  dipl'iiru-.  “ with  honours"  in  cutting  ladles' 
and  geqtleinen'x  garment-:  London  experience;  can  qut 
for  and  organfec  sub-divisional  tailoring;  two  year-' 
co-operative  experience.— Box  25,  “ Co-operative  News," 
Manchester. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Attractive  display  lettering.— business 

OITFIT.-  with  expert  instruction  complete,  5«. 
6d.  post  free. — Conway.  Wraysburv,  Bud,.  , 

GRAND,  j-.rlobl-  (TNF.MATOGRAPH  MACHINE 
for  SALE  Alio  MAGIC  LANTERN;  sniuhle  for 
country  societies;  offer,.;  inspecrioq  invited. — All  In- 
quiries answerer*  by  G.  W OitioX,  Secretary,  463< 
Low  Waters,  Hamilton,  ^oiiland. 

Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real,  thing. 

famous  the  world  ever.’  DeKcimis  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  Fir-:  Prize.  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produred  by  -the  OalliotUal  Dairy,  Exvtw; 
special  terais  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cati"n.— Jgroprietois.  Exeter  Co-operative  and  In-Juj- 
<r:.il  Society  Ltd..  110,  gidwcll-street,  Exeter. 

F’J rEE.  — Pi-irKUr* RU BBER  STAMP  h/Vour  name' and 
address;  a’.-s-particularj  ol  money .stafcfng  «pa i?- 
fpi-e  agency. — E-^RfiH roRD.  8 anjl  9.  Snow  Hill.  Londoo. 

AOUR  TDN  - Demi- - MOTOR  T-TTtftY:  rew^iv. 
1920.  media r.ir-iU>  perfect;  nviist-Jja  aoliL.  !■»• 
required  for  smaller 


FOR  SALE,  eomplen.  FITTINGS  for  »ix-»iall  stable. 

Also  30  B II  P.  GAS  ENGINE  and  25  H P.  STEAM 
ENGINE;  2 DYNAMOS.  100  roll*..  950  revo.;  2 
i MOTORS';  « HIP  •—All  so  t«««  ir.  «orjiLc«. 
ol  the  OUPwim  Equitable  t'-voperaiive  Society 
will  be  c'Vd  cheap  foe  quick  clearance.  It  "Ota  w 


MANN'S  3-ton  STEAM  LURRY;  new  November, 
1919;  just  tfverbauled;  new  fire  box.  new  tyr.->; 
jiorfcct  condition ; carries  amt  tij*  two  s?|>arah?  load* 
•of  coal  <Tr  as  ordinary  lurry;  £450  — D-es  amt  Cres- 
R*.vvls  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Croc-?  Hoads,  near 
Keigldoy. 


2/ 


COMPLETE— PAPER  LETTER  CUTTING  SYS- 
TEM.— ' " Primo  ” (Dept.  B.),  27,  Clarendon- 
I.  Blackiwol.  . 


. WORKING  A 44  HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 

ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Mad-  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  II.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 
TK-KTANTBD,  all  Co-operators  when^n  leeds  tb  DINK 
A v at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-opcranve  Socioty'a 
Restaurant. 

QilaTity  is  Rlghf.  Prices  are  Right. 

Note  the  Address  ; ALBION  Sl'KEET. 


Airedale  co.oberati\tb  worsted  manufac- 

TURING  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 
Departments). 

* Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Addrc-3,  Fui.to.v  Sihelt.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 
PLYMOUTH  CO-OPERATIVE,  SOCIETY'S  HOLIDAY 
HOME, 

WHY.MPSTOSE  HALL,  NEAR  MODBURY. 
(Under  New  Management.) 

Meal  place  to  spend  n holiday. 

Home  Comfort'.  Delightful  Scenery.  Beautiful 
Walks." 

Bookings  a copied  -for  any  perioil,  including  week- 
Tut 


APARTMENTS. 


Boarding  Eslab. ; closu  Pier.  G.P.tv, 

Amuseiiienls;  tel.  "Claremont,"  Douglas. — Tariff  lrom 
C.  N.  CH'vdwTi’K,  Proprietor. 

Douglas.  i.OjM.— Mrs.  mdW\-e.  iota  oi  fhxi 

I rlnni ; 7 minutes  from  boat;  most  central;  lioma 
from  home;  terms  model  ate.—"  Seacliff,"  6,  I'ht^oh-rd. 

DOUGLAS,  I.O.SI.— Mrs.'  Tayi.or  Is  how  booking 
elites : home  comforts  prettiest  part  of  Dougin-. 
—6.  Qti*>?n\-nv?nuc. 

OUGLAS,  I.U.M.— Jli"  B.  Uu.i  i.ster,  " Endclifle," 
26,  Uucks-road,  for  (‘umfortnble  Apartment-; 
book  early  f cable  curs  put  you  down  at  the  dun , 
established  over  forty  years. 


ENTERTAINERS, 


SOUTHERN  COOPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
O AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  R llfDDERD,  66.  Great  PreseoU-streel,  I^mdon,  E.l. 
” A SHOW  WITH  \ BIG  REP1  TA'TION. 
-«^7!LL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 
y\  a success.  A show  built  to  please.  Reper- 
toire pro.;  terms  mod. — 15.  Warwick-slreet,  lluline, 
Manchester.— Tel.  1163  Antral. 


C 14  F QTF  «?  Th'  Ci‘Y  everybody  should 
a Jul\.  s:o— and  tho  beautiful  Dee. 

Parties  not  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheons 

■ ■ - and  Teas  at  ihe  

C0-0PEBATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOREGATE  ST. 

■ - Terms  on  application  ■ r — — 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

North-Western  Sectional 
Board  Election. 

The  Blackburn  (Amalgamated) 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

solicit  jhe  votes  and  support  of  Societies  on  behalf 
of  their  Nominee, 

Mr.  James  Hopwood. 

A Co-operator  of  26  years’  slanding,  he  has  bees 
an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Management  for 
a number  of  years,  and  on  the  Executive  of  his 
own  Trade  Union  during  the  past  twelve  years 
A conv  ncing  and  fluent  speiker,  he  is  full  of 
enthusiasm  for  Propaganda  and  Educational  work 
in  connection  wilh  the  movement,  and  lias  taken 
classes  on  the  Co-operative  Union  Text-Book, 
"Jnduilrial  Co-operali  ;n.” 

. He  is  in  every  respect  a real  good  man,  and  we 
confidently  request  your  support. 

JOHN  WILD  NORTH.  Presid.-nt- 
RIXON  HINDLE.I  Jomi 
JOHN  DEWSNAP.  I Secretaiia. 


To  the  Societies  in  the 

NORTH-WESTERN  SECTION. 


Appointment  ol  Sectional  Repr saentative  to 
the  N arth- Western  SECTIONAL  BOARD 
and  the  CENTRAL  BOARD  ot  the  CO- 
OPERATIVE UNIOM. 


THE  WAKEFIELD  IXDUSTRI.H, 
SOCIETY  LIMITED 

beg  to  ask  for  your  Vote  on  belialf'of  tJicLr 
nominee 

Mr.  Thomas  Way 

A man  of  ability,  wfio.sg  witle^e^perieuce 
and  twenty  years’  Off.cial  Service,  Edu- 
cational and  Administrative,  in  the 
Go-operative  Movement  qualify  him  for 
the  position  sought. 

' • • Rr  M/Mm  FftsWcnt 

II.  Bedford,  Secretary. 


Aprtt,  29,  1922. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


H6.VIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tho  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


Jt.L,"  " Eccles,"  " Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST..  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE  < 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address : SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD.,  BARWELL,  neat  HINCKLEY. 


HOLY0AKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

A9k  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


CO-OPERATIVE  MAKE. 


Sold  by  all 
Co-operative 
Societies 


Don't  Forget  to 
Ask  For 
This 
Brand. 


Ladies' 

and 

Cents' 


# 

O / HOSIERY 
AND 

UNDERWEAR. 


Manufactured  by  the 

WIGSTON  HOSIERS  Ltd., 

Wlgeton  (Co-operative 
Productive  Society). 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

— FOR  - 

CHOCOLATE  AND  COCOA 
MACHINERY. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


He»d  Office.:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINCSWAY,  LONDON.  W.C.  2, 

Telephone : PETERBOROUGH  301.  Telegrams  : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH.  " 

BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH.  Works:  WILLE3DEN 
JUNCTION.  LONDON.  N.W.  10.  Bnd  PETERBOROUGH.  Branches:  70.  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW.  72.  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL 


-Xofje  Reliable  Jiome  S)yes.  — 


DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES,  BOLTON. 

Makers  of  Sdaes  “S)oUy  581ue”  dr  “SboXly  (Bream.’ 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


T.H.  TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 


ESTABLISHED  1887. 


)ew 


Is  the  BOO©  jpr 

w Boys  w-  "j 
I SiriArf : RcliAblc  1 
i it*  * Bat VaIilc  : it- 

* _.  w-w-AWt  by  tkc 

Crompton.  Boor  AWidto,  f 

Vu*  I&  U WofafDi&OTOwJl  - 


(( 


Che  ideal 

Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 


Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

H-aley  Boyd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grandrelles,  Flannelette, 
Silesias,  Linenettes,  Lustres.  & Silketecn  Lining! ; 
also  of  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHF.TH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPER  ATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newehnrch,  Near  WarringtoD, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  : Moderate  in  Price . 

su.NvFAcn.'acD  by 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works.  Droylsden. 


WANTED,  All  Co-operators  6* 


Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  st  their  Stores  lor 

Self-Help  B'*°d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Sici.ty  ltd.,  Park  Mill,.  Lrek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machino  use.  Boot-Closlnc 
Twist,  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twist.  A-c.  Hindman 
Boot  Loops.  Skirt,  Uelttug,  and  other  TrlmmingS 
Agtnls  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  tho  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS.  Road. 

’ Leicester. 

Branch  'Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  S'S  Cloths 

c*n  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Hills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (RcgcL) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  had  at  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 
Please  aik  f jr  them. 


1*0’ 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

and 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


THESE  are  put  up  in  I -lb.  and  2-lb.,  Packets  by  the  C.W.  S.  at 
Bristol.  They  are  made  from  the  finest  Pinhead  Oatmeal,  and 
are  highly  dried  and  concentrated,  requiring  much  less  in  quantity 
to  produce  the  same  results  as  other,  porridge  foods. 


OATS. 


A capital 
Bone  & Muscle 
Producing 
Food. 


CREMO 
OATS  are 
most 

Nutritious. 


Prepared  with 
— the  — 
Minimum  of 
Cooking. 


OATS. 


* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


ASK  AT  YOUR  STORE  FOR  “ CKEMO  ” OATS-C.  W.  S.  PORRIDGE 

* 
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Al'Kir.  29.  1922 


When  your  lad  becomes  16  let  him  take  up 

ORDER — 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

Journal  of/Tssociciled  Industrufx 

“THE  PRODUCER” 

through  the  C.W.S-  Section. 

The  Local  Secretary  will  tell  you  about  it.  • 

FROM  VOUR  STORE. 

Clothing 

SEASIDE 


The  CWS  helps  the 

Holid^s 


■ - - - » ^ — 


SUN- 

SHADES 


The  C.W.S. 

7s.  6d.  Corset. 

Asfl  at  Your  Store- 


The  C.W.S. 

5s.  6d.  Corset. 

As/i  at  Your  Store. 


“The 

MAGIC 

BASKET.” 

The  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  Balloon  Street, 
Manchester,  has  prepared  a 
, Beautifully  Illustrated  Pamphlet 

to  help  societies  in  pushing  out  for  more  trade. 


SECRETARIES  OF  GUILDS.  COUNCILS.  AND  COM- 
MITTEES. are  invited  to  apply  now  lor  cop.es  lor 
lice  distribution— sending  particulars  o(  the  numbe. 
they  can  urefully  diilrioutc  among  their  neigh- 
bours and  iriends. 

Get  Busy  in  Getting  More  Trade. 


Jlre  you  re-papering  your  rooms  ? 
□ 

If  SO,  GET  A PACKET  OF 

C.W.S.  SUPERIOR 
CONCENTRATED 


MANUFACTURED  AND  PREPARED  AT  THE 

C.W.S.  GLUE 
WORKS,  PONTEFRACT. 


Tim  Concentrated  Sire  i»  made  o!  _ fine  and  pur-‘ 
nuletiala,  and  by  it J use  o great  saving  is  cllected  in 
both  time  and  labour. 

Managers  o(  Co-optative  Building  and  Works  Depart- 
ments, and  individual  members,  should  ask  at  their 
own  Stores  (or 

C.W.S.  SIZE 

PURE.  SUPERIOR.  CONCENTRATED. 


Never  put  off  till  to-morrow  what  you  can  do  to-day. 

There  is  no  point  in  delaying  your  Insurance  Policy. 

Write  to-day,  while  you  are  alert,  to  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Society  Ltd. 

They  will  tell  you  how  to  get  the  best  policy  at  the  lowest  premium. 

\ 

Wise  men  will  need  no  further  reminder. 

The  address  is  109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester. 

And  if  you  mention  the  name  of  the  Co-operative  Society  of  which  you  are 
a member  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Office  will  send  you  a letter  fuLy 


ex 


plaining  any  insurance  matter  on  which  you  want  information. 

Why  Wait? 


PELAW  LIQUID 
METAL  POLISH 


IS  THE  BEST  FOR 
ALL  METAL  WORK. 


= ‘jr 

I ASK  AT  YOUR  STORE  FOR  THESE  FAVOURITE  BRANDS  OF  BUTTER.  g 


BRISLrNGTON 

BUTTER 


SPECIAL  BRANDS. 

" AVONDALE” 
“DAISYMEAD” 
“MAYFLOWER” 
“ FRIARY  ” 


* 

i 


Printed  «£d  Published  by  tbs  NAtlOSU.  po-on&iOTl  Ecu  using  Socmi  LULCTD,  Vbeir  Office*,  Long  UiUg*te,  >Lsnciir-t'.-r.—  Suiurrhy,  April  29th,  1922. 


/jvorruTive  News,  and  journal  or  associated  Industry,  May  6tli,  1322.  ' 

BREAK  DOWN  THE  CUSTOMS  BARRIER.— See  page  4. 


LOOK  WELL 


-gSENTIALUNijX 


JHINCS  DOUpjfiii 


JN  ALL  TH l NCS.  CHARITY 


ask  at  the  store. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  May  6,  1922. 


PR  ICE 'TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  • Newspaper. 


As  Strong  and  Hardy  as  the 
Co-opcratm  Movement. 

Send  to  C W.S.  Poultry  Section,  Han- 
6ver  Street,  Manchester,  for  price  list  of 
chicks  and  eggs  from  Prize  birds  bred 
on  C.W.S.  Farms. 

Your  t-tore  Manager  has  a cojtf  ; and 
you'll  gel  dividend  as  well  as 
satisfaction. 


ONE  DAY  OLD.  ! 


THE 

. WHEATSHEAF  . 

holiday: 

! GUIDE  | 

To  HOLIDAY  HOMES  with  j 
CO-OP.:  RATORS,  i 


64  pages,  2d. 


Now . on  Sole  at  Co-oncraliue 
Stores,  and  I V.  H.  Smith  arid 
Son's  Bookstalls  and  Bookshops. 


GET  a COPY  NOW.  It  Will  help 

you  to  Prepare  for  the  Whitsun  and  the 
Summer  Holidays. 


BASIS  OF  THE  BUDGET. 

DEBTS  UNPAID  AND  RICH  RELIEVED. 
MYSTERIOUS  FINANCIAL  OPERATIONS. 

“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


The  Budget  is  no  longer  a secret  but  it 
remains  a mystery. 

The  secret,  disclosed  on  Monday  night 
' officially,  although  it  was  hardly  a secret  then, 
reveals  the  Government' true  to  the  traditions 
of  the  Goalition.  The  wealthy  taxpayers— 
a small  minority  of  the  people — are  to  he 
' relieved  do  the  extent  of  324  millions  by 
. way  of  a reduction  in  income  tax  ; the  masses 
of  the  people,  including  half-timers  and  unem- 
ployed, are  to  be  relieved  to  the  extent  of  5- 
millions  by  way  of  a reduction  in  the  duty  on 
food.  That  ‘ is  not  topsy-turveydom.  - It  is 
simply  normality.  Those  who  can  best  pay 
are  spared  most  ; those  who  are  least  able  to 
pay  are  spared  least. 

P.0.  Reductions. 

The  Post  Office  services  are  to  be  reduced 
— probably  about  the  end  of  May— and  we 
shall  get  back  to  the  penny  post  for  post- 
cards ; the  Ud.  post  for  letters ; the  Id. 
post  for  printed  papers  (under  certain  con- 
ditions) ; and  there  will  be  some  reduction 
in  telephone  charges.  This  will  reduce  the 
cost  of  communication  to  the  general  public 
by  about  6 millions. 

The  lea  duty  will  be  8d.  per  11).  on  foreign 
tea  (instead  of  Is.) ; on  Empire  tea  it  will  be 
6§d.  per  lb.  (instead  of  lOd.) ; duty  on  cocoa 
will  be  reduced  from  4Ad.  per  lb.  to  not  quite 
2Jd.  ; on  coffee  it  will  be  4d.  per  lb.  (instead 
of  6d.)  on  roasted  or  ground  coffee  ; and 
on  chicory  it  will  be  4d.  iustead  of  Cd. 

Let-Ofl  for  Farmers. 

Farmers  who  pay  income  tax  on  twice  the 
annual  value  of  their  land  are  only  to  pay  on 
the  annual  value  ; so  that  their  income  tax 
will  be  cut  in  two.  Unoccupied  land  will  pay 
income  tax  on  one-third  thf  annual  value. 

Employees  who  pay  income  tax  are  all 
to  be  assessed  under  Schedule  E.  Such  em- 
ployees who  were  formerly  assessed  under 
Schedule  D.  will  thereby  be  assessed  on  the 
current  year's  salaries  instead  of  on  the  three 
years'  average. 

These  concessions  will  mean  a sacrifice  of 
£46,500.000  by  the  Exchequer ; that  is  to 
say  that  if  the  taxes  and  postal  charges 
jemained  as  before,  and  people  paid  up  as 
before,  the  Exchequer  would  collect  464 
millions  that  it  will  not  collect  now.  It 
suggests  that  the  Government  can  afford  to 
do  without  4GA  millions  raised  bv  taxation. 
It  has  got  46i  millions  tu  spare.  It  does  not 
expert  to  have  it  to  spare  at  the  end  of  the 
financial  year.  It  is  able  to  grant  that  relief 
by  the  simple  expedient  of  not  reducing  the 
debt  the  nation  owes. 

The  relief  of  the  income  taxpayer  by  six 
times  the  amount-  of  tfie  relief  given  to 
the'  payers  ol’  indirect  taxes  on  food — the 
‘consumer,  in  other  words — is  oue  more  blot 
on  the  record  of  the  Government.  Mr. 
Civile-  on  Monday  night  did  not  hesitate 
to  bicpose  tlie  facility  with  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  conjure 
up  the  most  Optimistic  hopes  when  the 
reduction  of  taxes  paid  by  the  wealthy 
'classes  was  in  contemplation,  and  the  equal 
facility  with  which'  proposals  to  assist  the 
neediest  class  of  the  community — like  the 
old-age  pensioners — could  be  met  with 
: positive  assurances  of  such  gloomy  times 
ahead  as  made  the  relief  impossible. 

The  plain  fact  is  That  the  income  tax- 
payers have  the  money  to  pay  with.  There 
lias  been  a boon  in  investments  in  gilt- 
edged  securities.  The  bank  rate  has  been 


lowered.  There— are  'of h£r  evidences  that' 

money  is  available. 

The  criticism  that  Would  apply  to  a 
co-operative  society  which  llsed  money  to 
pay  dividend 'that  should  have  been  iisfedu 
to  pay  its  itccdiint^*  1 Applies  to  the  Govern- 
ment thafuses  -similar  money  to  relieve 
the  higher  taxpayer.  • If  relief  for '-tax-a- 
tion  is  permissible  at'  iill  in  such  'Circum- 
stances as  the  Exchequer  finds  itself  in, 
the  relief  ought  to  have  .been  distributed 
more  equitably.  There  is  no  reason  given 
for  not  reducing  the  tax  on  sugar,  ft  is 
quite  true  that  a relief  of  one  penny  per 
pound  would  mean  a loss  of  revenue,  to 
the  Government  amounting  to  about 
£11,000.000;  but  it  ought  to  have  been 
given  in  preference  to  the'  shilling  off  the 
income  tax,  which  means  a loss  of 

£32,500,000. 

The  Budget  is  a mystery.  It  is  a 
mystery  because  nobody  with  any  recol- 
lection of  Budgets  or  national  finance 
knows  how  its  provisions  can  be  met  at 
ail.  Mr.  Asquith  — an  ex-Cliancellor  of  the 
Exchequer — lias  described  it  as  a “ gamble.” 
It  is  an  ugly  word,  but  it  is  a word  that 
history  will  use  to  describe  many  of  the 
doings  of  tlie  Government  now  in  office. 


The  Ideal  of  the 
Co-operative  Movement 

Is  to  be  able  to  own  and 
control  the  means  of  pro- 
duction and  distribution  of 
all  the  needs  of  its  members. 
It  iS  Vita!  that  it  should  OWN 

AND  CONTROL  ITS  OWN  PRESS 
ORGANS  for  the  production 
and  distribution  of  co-opera- 
tive opinion- 

What  are  YOU  doing  to  push 
Co-oparative  Press  interests  ? 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

societies’  managers,  the  representative  of  the 
“Co-operative  News”  found  tlie  prevailing 
feeling  to  be  one  of  surprise  that  the  Chancellor 
had  not  touched  sugar  to  the  advantage  of  the 
consumer?  .Said  the  manager  of  one  of  the 
hugest  distributive  societies — Mr.  Pomfret 
(Bolton)  ' It  would  have  suited  the  housewife 
better  had  a penity  been  taken  off  sugar  rather 
than  4d.  off  tea.  Everybody  does  not  drink 
tea.  but  everybody  does  take  sugar  in  one  form 

01  another." 

Mr.  Mastin  (head  of  the  sugar  depart- 
ment) said  that  the  general  feeling  amongst 
sugar  refiners  was  one  of  surprise  and  dis- 
appointment that  the  Chancellor  had  left 
the  sugar  untouched.  Expectations  centred 
on  a rednetion  of  a penny. 

" What  would  this  -have  cost  tlie 
Government-'” 

" The  Government's  own  estimate."  said 
Mr.  Mustiii,  •'  is  £11,0 nO.OQO.” 

The  Cluihcellor  is  also  making  conces- 
sions to  the  agricultural  industry.  How 
these  concessions  will  affect  tlie  C.W.S.  is 
not  at  the  moment  known,  but  seeing  that 
the  society  is  working  something  like 
fourteen  tliou*smd  apres  the  relief  Ls  Ixuud 
to  be  appreciable. 


THE  “CUTS ” IN 

TAXES. 

WHAT  CO-OPERATORS  THINK 

OF  THEM. 

C.W.S.  CHAIRMAN’S  VIEWS. 

What  do  the  co-6p^rat've  business  peopla 
think  of  the  budget  ? The  question  was 
answered  in  various  ways  by  C.W.S,.  salesmen 
and  societies’  buyers  at  Balloon -street  on 
■JTitesday. 

Mr.  George  Thorpe  is  nteithcr  one  nor  the 
"Other,  but  as  the  presidential  head  of  such  a 
Wg  working-class  organisation  as  the  C.W.S. 
'his  views  are  certainly  Worth  recording. 

" It  may  bo  necessary  for  business  pur- 
poses," he  said,  “ to  take  a shilling  off  income 
tux,  but  taking  a broad  view  of  the  position 
in  which  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  find  them- 
selves, it  would  probably  have  been  better  had 
life  Chancellor  done  more  in  the  way  of  freeing 
the  breakfast-table  from  taxation.  Hp  has 
certainly  lightened  the  burden  so  far  as  tea, 
coffee,  and  cocoa  are  concerned,  but  ho  has 
left  sugar,  which  is  in  many  respects  a much 
'more  important  item,  severely  alone." 

“ Perhaps,”  suggested  the  ” Co-operative 
News  ” representative,  “ the  Chancellor  wanted 
to  appear  generous,  and  yet  lose  as  little 
revenue  as  possible." 

" Very  well,  then,”  observed  Mr.  Thorpe, 
“ if  the  Chancellor  wants  money  -and  I have 
jio  doubt  he  does — he  should  get  it,  and  could 
get  it,  by  other  means  than  heavy  taxation 
on  the  food  of  the  people.  Why  does  not  tho 
Government  take  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and 
say  there  must  be  a lev}-  on  capital  ? 

In  the  war  it  demanded  our  lives;  why, 

in  peace,  cannot  it  demand  our  wealth?" 
v. 

Tea  Trade  Surprise. 

Going  into  the  tea,  coffee,  and  cocoa  depart- 
ment, the  representative  of  the  ” Co-operative 
News  ” found  the  respected  " head  ” (Mr. 
Turner)  and  his  assistants,  as  was  only  to  he 
expected,  extremely  busy  in  rearranging  the 
advanced  bookings  of  societies  consequent  on 
the  Budget.  It  was  apparently  a ease  of  un- 
doing all  that  the  department  had  done  last 
week  and  building  afresh. 

“ Docs  the  4d.  off  tea  come  as  a surprise  to 
the  trade  ? ” 

“ Yes."  said  Mr.  Turner,  ” it  does.  Had  we 
indulged  ih  anticipations  a few  weeks  ago,  wo 
would  probably  have  said  something  like  this  : 
It  would  he  as  well  not  to  expect  anything, 
but  if  the  Chancellor  does  consider  us,  maybe 
we  shall  get  2d.  and  a deferred  date.  That  is 
why  I say  4d.  and  a deferred  date  come  as  a 
surprise.” 

The  Chancellor  stated  that  he  had  taken  3$d. 
off  British-grown  tea. 

Mr.  Turner  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  the 
fraction  would  cause  trouble  in  the  trade  frorfi 
an  arithmetical  point  of  view,  and  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better  had  the  Chancellor 
adopted  an  cVen  figure.  " How  Can  you,"  he 
asked.  " divide  a fraction  l I am  afruid  it  wil1 
not  be  so  easy  as  the  Chancellor  seems  tc 
imagine." 

In  answer  to  a question  relative  to  the  place 
occupied  by  the  C.W.S.  (jointly,  ot  course  with 
the  S.C.W.S.)  in  the  trade,  Mr.  Turner  said  : - 

You  can  safely  say  we  are  the  biggest 

home  distributors  of  tea  in  the  country. 

A '•  Housewife  " V.'ew. 

He  also  expressed  the  view  that  the  reduc- 
tion in  duty  woujd  not  induce  the  ordinary 
consumer  of  coffee  to  go  in  for  tea.  or  I he  cocoa 
drinker  to  change  over  to  tea. 

So  far  as  tobacco  is  concerned,  Mr.  Hodgkin- 
son  (assistant-manager  of  the  C.W.S.  tobacco 
works)  said  he  did  not  c-xpcct,  ami  the  trade 
generally  did  not  expect,  any  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  tobacco. 

I11  the  course  of  conversation  with  many 

[Continued  at  toot  of  previous  column.] 
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Income  Tax  and  Trade. 

The  general  opinion  in  business  and  financial 
circles  was  that  there  would  be  a small  reduc- 
tion in  the  incojne.  tax,  although  if  we  had  an 
honest  Budget  it  would  be  clear  that  the 
finances  of  the  country  could  not  stand  any 
such  reduction  ; it  was  also  felt  that  any  con- 
cession to  income  tax  payers  would  have  to  be 
accompanied  by  a small  concession  to  the  mass 
of  the  population  in  the  shape  of  reduced  duties 
for  the  look  of  the  thing,  not  to  say  for  poli- 
tical purposes.  The  average  sensible  business 
man  is  quite  aware  that  tfie  situation  does  not 
really  permit  of  any  income  tax  reduction,  and 
that  it  would  have  to  be  made  good  later  on, 
either  by  additional  taxation  or  further  bor- 
rowing, or  more  probably  both  ; the  case  he 
presents  fox1  a reduction,  however,  is  that  the 
effect  upon  the,  minds  of  people  may  be  such 
as  to  bring  about  some- revival  in  trade.  A 
City  man  put  it  to  trie  the  other  day  that  there: 
are  many  people  w(hQ,  Sox  instance,  have  suf- 
ficient capital  tenbuy’a  , light* oar,  but  fear  they,, 
cannot  afford  the  limning  expenses.  If  they 
see  they  are  gcjirtVto  save  £30  or  £40  per  annum 
on  income  ta,\, , fx\s. .contention  is  that  t)u\V 
would  probably  in  for  such  a car,  and  that 
their  women-folk  would  similarly  be  inolhuSd 
to  spend  more'  on  dless,  that  house  decothtidri 
and  similar  things  that  have  been  held  ,^ck 
would  be  undertaken,  and  so  on,  until  vbhe 
volume  of  trade  is  increased. 

Europe  the  Key. 

There  may  be  a kernel  of  truth  in  this,  but 
we  must  never  overlook  the  fact  that  in  the 
case  of  this  country,  above  all  other’s,  we  rely 
upon  overseas  trade  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  population,  so  that  until  the  purchasing 
power  of  Europe  is  increased  there  is  no  hope 
of  any  appreciable  improvement.  How  short- 
sighted and  ignorant  of  economic  subjects  the 
member’s  of  our  governing  class  are  is  shown  by 
a speech  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  week 
by  Mr.  Amery,  who  was  recently  Under- 
secretary for  the  Colonics,  and  is  now  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty.  .This  gentleman,  who  is 
probably  one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the 
Government,  rather  derided  the  notion  that 
Europe  was  so  very  important  in  the  matter 
of  providing  employment,  for  it  never  was  our 
most  important  market,  taking  only  14  per 
cent,  of  British  exports,  which  is  less  than  one- 
half  of  the  exports  taken  by  the  British  Empire. 
Quite  so.  But  what  Mr.  Amery  apparently 
overlooks  is  .that  so  long  as  the  500, 000, 000. of 
people  in  Europe "caiVnot  purchase  their  accus- 
tomed quantities! ' of  foodstuffs  aW‘!  'raw, 
materials  from  Australia,  Canada,  South  Africa, 
India,  &c.,  those  countries  in  turn  cannot 
afford  to  purchase  in  the  usual  volumeifiiiotp  us. 
But  fancy  a Bytish  Minister  still  imagining 
that  commerce'  exists  in  watertight  compart- 
ments ! 

Unpolished  Ric$, 

The  specialisation  and  aggregation  of  busi- 
nesses into  large  units  arc  characteristic  of  the 
present  age,  which  causes  us  to  forget  some- 
times how  closely  itrade  and  commerce  touch 
*our  lives  at  every  point.  After  all,  what  are 
trade  and  commence  but  the  supplying  of  the 
needs  of  individuals  ? The  correspondent 
of  the  5*  Financial  Times  ” in  Kuala  Lumpur, 
n the  Malay  States,  recently  contributed  to 
that  journal  an  interesting  article  stating  that 
beri-heri  (a  tropical  disease  which  is  perhaps 
most  simply  described  as  a sort  of  paralvs's) 
was  increasing  in  Malaysia  and  neighbouring 
countries,  and  that  this  increase  has  occurred 
since  Government  control  of  rice  has  been 
given  up.  During  the  period  of  that  control, 
when  Siam  exported  restricted  quantities  and 
the  import  of  rice  from  India  was  suspended, 
there  was  a marked  decrease  of  the  disease. 

“ During  that  period,”  he  writes,  " we  had  to 
consume  rice  unattractive  in  appearance  and 
unpalatable  in  taste,  but  wholesome  and 
nutritious.  The  highly-polished  and  attractive 
rice  which  the  Chinese,  and  perhaps  Malays 
who  live  near  towns,  wish  to  eat  had  almost 
entirely  disappeared  from  the  market.  The 
only  people  who  got  this  rice  were  probably  a 
certain  proportion  of  Chinese  mining  coolies 
and  Chinese  coolies  on  rubber  estates.  The 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is  con? 
sidered  to  be  due  to  the  consumption  of  this 
highly-polished  rice,  and  it  is  now  stated  that 
the  medical  opinion  is  practically  unanimous 
on  the  point.”  During  the  five  years  1915-20 
nearly  16,000  cases  of  beri-beri  were  reported 
in  the  Federated  Malay  States,  of  which  nearly 
2,500  were  fatal. 


Medical  Opinion, 

In  an  interview  on  the  subject  with  one  of 
the  most  famous  experts  on  malarial  diseases 
in  the  East,  Dr.  Malcolm  Watson,  M.D.,  C.M., 
D.P.H.,  that  gentleman  made  some  remarks 
and  suggestions  so  interesting  that  they  are 
worth  reproducing.  It  will  be  noticed  that  he 
suggests  international  control  of  the  polishing 
and  sale  of  rice.  Beri-beri  is  hardly  known  in 
this  country,  but  it  is  an  indisputable  fact  that 
much  of  the  nourishment  contained  in  rice  is 
lost  by  polishing,  and  the  health  of  tho  com- 
munity would  bo  improved  if  only  unpolished 
rice  were  consumed.  Dr.  Watson's  remarks 
were  as  follows  : — 

“ Medical  opinion  its  practically  unani- 
mous that  ben-beri  in  the  East  is  almost 
entirely  caused  by  the  outer  skin  '(or 
pericarp)  of  the  rice  grain  being  removed 
by  the  polishing  when  the  rice  is  passing 
through  the  mills.  Polishing  makes  the 
lice  look  White,  and  as  the  public  associates, 
whiteness  with  purity  and  freshness,  it 
increases  the  commercial  value  of  the  rice. 
In  reality  the  polished  white  rice  has  lost 
a valuable  fj° s ti  t u e n t — a vitamin,  as 
it  is  called  . 

" In  many  of.  Uiy-e  vyliqsq  Staple  food  is 
rice,  and  wp o ; . t<l£gq  1 Lbi,le , ,e Lso  1, , ,t  n e absence 
of  this  » itnmjp  1 e q q s l(  tq , kfi rjine r i . There 

is  n chemical  jncle.y  qf,,.  the  amount  of 
vitamin  present  in  anv  rice,  so  the  rela- 
tive danger'  or*  Fm  rice  can  be 

easily  determined,  It,  might  be  thought 
that  the  control,  of  beri-heri  would  be  a 
simpler  matter ; it  would  suffice  to  prohibit 
the  preparation,  importation,  and  sale  of 
rice  of  the  dangerous  kind.  If  all  the 
nations  do  so  at  once  the  control  of  beri- 
beri is  accomplished.  Hut  for  any  limited 
area  like  the  Federated  Malay  States  and 
Straits  Settlements  to  attempt  to  do  it, 
would  lead  to  grave  disturbances  of  the 
rice  supply — which  is  an  international 
trade  with  world-wide  ramifications — and 
would  certainly  seriously  restrict  the 
supply  for  these  countries,  with  a conse- 
quent sharp  rise  in  price  of  this  most  im- 
portant article  of  food.  It  might  easily 
lead  to  civil  disturbance. 

” 1 have  suggested  that  the  subject  of 
rice  control  be  referred  to  the  Health  Com- 
mittee of  the  League  of  Nations  so  tlmt  an 
international  .agreement  could  be  made  to 
control  the  quality  of  the  rice  sold,  and  in 
all  rice-producing  countries  simultaneously 
to  stop  the  polishing  or  over-milling  of 
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Thekb  ia  no  part  of  the  southern  area 
richer  in  co-operative'  associations,  dating 
back  to  pre-Rochdale  days,  than  Woolwich. 
Therefore.,  any  history  dealing  with  this 
district  and  its  co-operative  achievements 
is  bound  to  prove  fascinating,  and  to  be 
replete  with  many  interesting'  landmarks. *_ 
At  last,  through  the  devoted  and  skilful 
efforts  of  Messrs.  W.  T.  Davis  and  W.  B. 
Neville  we  have  a permanent  record  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society's  hnlf-cbntury’s 
development,  their  enthusiastic  labours 
being  ably  supplemented  by  contributions 
from  the  experienced  pens  of  Miss' 
Catherine  Webb  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Grinling.' 

The  work  both  in  matter  and  make-up  is. 
in  every  way  creditable  to  the  society  and 
will  prove  a valuable  addition  to  the 
co-operator’s  library,  for  its  appeal  ha.s 
more  'than  a mere  local  interest.  Incidents 
are  recorded  which  are  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  the  wider  development  of  the 
movement,  and  these  facts  should  be 
within  the  knowledge  of  all  serious 
students.  The  value  of  the  history  is 
enhanced  by  the  excellent  series  of  illus- 
trations. The  Pioneer  Press  Ltd..  Wool- 
wich, are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
superiority  of  the  typographical  work. 

Always  to  the  Fore. 

The  Royal  Arsenal  Society  has  always 
been  to  the  fore  nationally.  One  reason 
has  been  its  notable  leaders.  Men  of  the 
type  of  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  M'Leod, 
Mr.  T.  G.  Arnold,  Mr.  H.  J.  May.  the  late 
Mr.  A.  Deans,  and  others  could  not  fail 
to  make  an  indelible  impression  far  out- 
side the  Woolwich  area.  One  realises  the 
far-reaching  influence  which  the  society 
has  exercised  on  referring  to  the  article 
on  “ Fifty  Years  of  Pioneer  Work  in 
Woolwich,”  contributed  hv  Mr.  C.  H. 
Grinling.  We  are  reminded  that  it  was 
the  Woolwich  Congress  in  1896  which 
appointed  a special  committee  for  the  re- 
organisation of  the  educational  work  of 
the  movement. 

Woolwich  has  6et  the  pace  in  other 


INDUSTRIAL  ACTION  OR  PARLIAMENT? 

OR  SOME  REFLECTIONS  ON  STRIKES. 

BY.  CHRISTOPHER  SANDIWAY. 


Mich  has  been  written  in  recent  years 
about  the  futility  of  strikes,  and  it.  is  well 
that  the  inherent  faults  of  industrial  action 
should  le  examined  in  order  that  some  effec- 
tive and  just  means  may  he  proposed  to 
protect  the  workers’  interests. 

The  workers’  weapons  of  defence  should 
be  well  devised,  fundamentally  sound,  and 
adequate  to  the  needs  ef  the  time. 

The  strike  has  proved  itself  an  obsolete 
boomerang.  It  is  undemocratic  and  anti- 
social. for  it  has  all  the  vicious  attributes 
of  the  ‘ capitalist  combine.  The  miner 
“ corners  ” the  power  to  produce  coal,  the 
railway  worker  ■'corners”  the  means  of 
transit,  and  the  teacher  “ corners  ” the 
means  to  education.  While  they  have  for 
their  object  a transference  of  wealth  from 
tlie  employer  to  the  wage-earner,  they  abso- 
lutely fail  to  produce  this  end.  Every  time 
n strike  is  ” won  " by  a section,  the  con- 
sumer pays;  for  those  who  control  commodi- 
ties can  manipulate  prices  to  defray  the 
extra  cost  in  wages.  Every  strike  has 
failed  which  imposes  additional  burdens  on 
the  poor,  and  leaves  the  real  opponent  un- 
scathed. The  poverty  evil  still  remains.  It 
lias  only  undergone  a redistribution,  or,  in 
Spencer's  words,  has  become  *'  a diffused 
privation.”  Before  striking,  the  worker 
sliould  first  consider  whether  he  will  become 
enriched  out  of  the  “ Glories  of  Goodwood 
or  the  miseries  of  Ancoats. 

While  the  capitalist  combine  acts  in  a 
subtle  and  secret  way.  the  inconvenience 
and  misery  entailed  by  the  workers  “ cor- 
nering” is  apparent  to  all.  and  meets  with 
immediate  condemnation.  We  may  talk,  for 
example,  of  Tt  wool  combine,  and  feel  its 
extortionate  effects;  hut  we  cannot,  under 
present  conditions,  get  to  the  root  of  it  and 
find  its  exact  origin.  We  know,  howovgjy 
that  it  is  the  miner  who  gets  thertoal.  YTc 
see  him  idle,  and  we  make' him  responsive 
for  the  consequences.  The  employer  d5n 
always  place  between  himself  aud  his  oppff*. 
nent  millions  of  non-combatants,  i.e..:  the* 
rest  of  the  community,  who  receive  the  force 
of  the  strikers'  attack,  and  naturally  side 
with  the  employer.  The  strike  pistol  is 
pointed  towards  the  employer,  but  the  non- 
striking  public  receive  the  “charge.  ' The 
wreckage  of  these  industrial  wars  i$  always 


found-  among  the  innocent — in  unemploy- 
ment. in  loss  of  wages,  and  sufferings  of 
wives  and  children. 

With  the  advance  of  science  and  greater 
. social  complexity,  no  industry  is  to-day  en- 
tirely indispensable.  No  sooner,  lor  in- 
stance, is  train  service  curtailed,  than  we 
liave  charabanc  and  motor  traffic  in  its 
place.  Coal  is  superseded  by  oil  fuel,  and 
even  a shipping  crisis  might  l>e  relieved  by 
the  use  of  aeic plane  and  airship. 

We  are  much  nearer  a time  of  acute 
sweated  labour  than  is  generally  supposed, 
and-  many  are  gradually  sliding  into  the 
abyss. 

if  the  worker  cannot  amend  the  strike 
weapon  so  as  to  hit  the  real  opposition,  he 
is  not  justified  in  its  farther  use.  and  must 
seek  a new  path  to  reformation.  How  is  it 
that,  the  worker  is  so  impotent  and  the  em- 
ployer all-powerful  ? It  is  because  the  latter 
lias  possession  of  the  political  machine,  and 
can  regulate  the  distribution  of  wealth  as 
he  wishes.  Many  Labour  extremists  despise 
political  power,  but  these  same  men  will 
tell  us  that  Parliament,  is  useless  because 
it  is  antagonistic  to  the  workers'  interests 
and  only  represents  Big  Business.  If  Par- 
liament represents  Big  Business  so  effi- 
ciently. is  it  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
a Parliament  of  workers'  representatives 
will  be  equally  satisfactory  in  securing 
labour’s  just  reward? 

The  fact  is  the  experiment  has  never  yet 
been  tried.  How  can  wage  reductions-' jib 
prevented  with  crowds  of  unemployed*  mi 
the  streets  and  few  representativeV.Tff 
Labour  in  Pai  lipmem  * ; _ 

Violent  action,  without  vision  aud  fore- 
sight. will  be  Labou^f,  undoing,  and  I can 
well  understand  moderate  Labour  taking  to 
heart  the  words'15f-'j£olstoy  : "The  reason 
why  violence. is  dauj®-ous  is  that  whenever 
‘it  is  employed,  all  th\  arguments  which  the 
perpetrators  advance \n  their  own  defence 
- may  be  used  against  tlfcm  with  even  greater 
The  Labour  movement,  which  may 
oe  called  upon  .to  govefn  ere  long,  will  do 
well  to  anticipate  tnis  tu  quoque  retort. 

By  the  wise  use  of  Parliament  for  framing 
just  and  equitable  laws,  and  the  utilisation 
of  the  co-operative  moyement  as  its  eco- 
nomic instrument^ Labour  has  the  means  at 
hand  to  acnieVe  tfs  aims 


directions.  It  was. one  of  the. first  'mitt*, 
to  appoint  n vYhdle-tim'e  education, ,|  , 1 

tarv,  aud  tliC  first , distributive  society  tj 
elect  a full-time  managing  committee 'Bu 
are  elected  on  the  proportional  re|iro,c 
tation  principle,  also  an  innovation  ju 
operative  electibbs.  The  society,  by  ,t 
co-operative  .fanning  and  it Rustal  csmv 
lias  given  a helpful.  lea,d  in  the 
meats  of  co^oporative  h agriculture  and 
housing.  Its  Fi'^AVrfig  estate  is  a splendid 
object-iesson, ,,  i^Ji1  its  3lAq-.'>I>crativeh 
named  roads,  of  ^liot.  can"  bo  tloue  lV 
society  in  solving!  the  • housing  problem, 
There  were  Whei*  eo-npCrntn . u.ntnIW 
of  a fleeting  cliarh’cter  prior  to  UlW,  \v|ieu 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  conic  intd 
tence  with  Mr.  William  Rose  as  tin 
secretary.  At  the  start  the  small  stock 
was  distributed  from  Mr.  Hose's  private 
house.  The  goods  were  fetched  from 
London  by  the  members.  Subsequently 
Mr.  Rose  left  for  America,  where  lie  is  qj|| 
hale  , and  hearty  and  keenly  interested  ia 
the  progress  of  the  society.  Mr.  Alexnmler 
M’Leod  filled  the  vacancy,  and  for  years 
was  the  driving  force  in  the  remarkable 
progress  made. 


Steady  Progress. 

The  fifty  years 
progress,  the  sou 


' record  is  'one  of  steady 
iely  gradually  exleiidir 
in  each  direction  with  Woolwi  h ha  1! 
centre.  The  society  lias  been  extremely 
fortunate,  in  the  personnel  of  its  olfic 
Mr.  M’Leod  solidly  laid  the  inundation,' 
He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Georg..1  Arnold, 
who  entered  the  society’s  «en  it 
office  boy  and  was  trained  in  the  M'Lewl 
tradition.  On  Mr.  Arnold's  appointment 
as  a C.W.S.  director,  lie  was  'followed  by 
his  former  assistant  (Mr.  W.  B.  Neville!, 
who  commenced  Lis  co-operative  eai«f 
with  the  Langley  Mill  and  A hlcrcar 
Society.  The  committee's  choice  Inis  Itm 
fully  justified  by  the  results  aelum-1 
under  Mr.  Neville's  capable  *ecrctnri#l. 
The  society’s  operations  not)  extend  from 
Erith  in  Kent  to  New  Malden  in  Surrey. 
It  has  a membership  of  92,001)  with  fiftfl 
one  branches. 

The  society’s  commercial  prosperity  M 
been  accompanied  by  educational  adi'ity 
It  is  another  proof  of  tile  assertion  that 
the  most  prosperous  societies  are  tlio* 
with  an  alert  educational  policy.  In  N- 
the  rules  were  revised,  and  it  was  ngrec 
to  allot  2J  per  cent,  of  the  net  -mplu'  ful 
educational  purposes.  A full-time  cdiua 
tionnl  secretary  lias  been  employ'd  1|"" 
1895.  Since  1897  the  society  lias  lind  it' 
own  magazine.  The  committee  have  u*iU; 
a special  feature  of  training  the  yoium’.  1 
tvliic-8  Mr.  Davis  and  Mrs.  Dmi.  Iiu"-  1* 
a commendable  part. 

Woman's  Part. 

Of  course,  adequate  attention  it  -1'1 
in  the  history  to  the  part  which  Mi-  'I  1 
Lnwrenson,  a member  of  the  c<l"‘ ntion- 
committee,  took  in  the  formation  ul 
Women’s  Co-operative  Guild.  Hefei?111 
is  made  to  the  publication  in  the  \S  uinn'1 
Corner  ” of  the  ” Co-operative 
1883  of  letters  from  Mrs.  Law ren-oii 
gesting  the  formation  of  a \\ 
operative  League.  This  led  to  the-  im 
tion  of  the  League  at  the  J'Minj)11 
Congress  in  1883.  The  name  was  *'• 
tually  changed  to  that  of  tin  ' 
Co-operative  Guild,  for  which  Mr' 
renson  acted  as  general  secretary  rt 
1885  to  1889.  The  first  annual  cons'* 
of  the  Guild  was  held  in  Woolwi'h, 
expense  being  borne  by  the  Royal 
Society  and  the  educational  commit***1 

The  trials,  disappointments,  and  •'  - 
faced  by  some  of  the  earlier  " t:,'“ ‘.e 
dealt  with  by  Miss  Catherine  V*1'*'  ,n  3 
informative  article  on  ” (V*-oper,ltl"D  ^ 
London.”  The  article  whets  one  * ‘d'R  j t 
for  more.  Indeed-  there  is  a n***  j 
comprehensive  hi^ory  of  the  die'i" 
career  and  uAlmatcn  triumph  of  r^,/\  re 
five  effort  in  the  MetropnK-.  R 11  ^ ,j/ 
done  on  the  same  efficient  line*  ^ c 
history  under  review  success  "" 
assured. 


. Co 


" TTi*.  History  of  the  H 
Society  lad.,  1868-1018.” 
T.  D»t i.  and  W.  B-  > i 
cn\er«.  It  6<L 
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TRADE. 

WHAT  THE  IDEA  REALLY  IS. 


SOCIETIES  AND  THE  TRADE  BOARDS. 

CAVE  COMMITTEES  REPORT  EXAMINED. 


BY  J.  POLLITT,  JP.  (LABOUR  ADVISER,  CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LIMITED). 


>|li.  H.  J-  MAY'S 


EXPOSITION. 


.-hn.itionamsm  is  the  theme  of  the 
/ ’anil  the  recognition  of  Russia  that  of 
o /moment . There  was  no  mistaking  the 
roBit  interest  in  both  by  the  delegates  to 
•j” North-Western  Section  annual  confer- 
‘ t tlie  headquarters  of  the  Oldham  In- 
j!! Trial  Society  on  Saturday.  Moreover, 

Ur  K -I.  May,  the  secretary  of  the  Inter- 
iiiunnl  Co-operative  Alliance,  himself  was 
U introduce  the  topics,  and  the  interest 
fJ.  all  t lie  keener  in  consequence.  Mr.  S. 
Kirbrotlier  (Holton)  presided, 
n yye  seek  an  organisation,”  Mr.  May 
•j  summarising,  " in  which,  according 
,,  the  democratic  principles  which  we  pro- 
iju  in  our  national  agreement,  shall  be  in- 
duded  all  the  countries  of  the  earth,  shar- 
ing control,  responsibility,  and  benefits  at 
lust  proportionately.  The  operations  of 
I,  an  organisation,  properly  conceived, 
jnl  carried  out  oil  the  principles  of  the 
lloclulale  Pioneers,  would  constitute  a 
writable  revolution  in  international 
jtldions." 

Appreciation  of  Russia. 

"flow  I will  tell  you  something  about 
Russia  ” ; and  Mr.  Mu y kept  everybody’s 
Mr<  as  lie  detailed  things  seen  and  heard 
(iV  the  international  co-operative  delegation 
iliiLst  they  sojourned  among  the  Russians. 

"I  say  it  here,”  he  went  on,  “ in  answer 
lo  those  who  have  criticised  what  I have 
rritten  about  Russia ; and  I put  in  the 
Itroogest  terms  possible  my  appreciation  of 
the  character  of  the  Russian  people  as  a 
Hkoff  against  t he  damnable  misrepresenta- 
tion in  the  British  and  foreign  press. 
("Hear,  hear,”  and  applause.) 

"And  when  I am  asked  if  the  people  of 
Ruuia  consent  to  the  present  form  of  Gov- 
ernment and  the  conditions  under  which 
they  live,  then  1 say  ‘ Yes.’  The  people 
generally  not  only  submit  to  the  form  of 
government,  but  they  take  a more  and  more 
intelligent  part  in  what  they  call  the  dic- 
ntorship  of  the  proletariat,  or  what  1 prefer 
to  call  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth.” 
And  then,  as  to  the  work  being  done  by 
ro-operntors  for  children,  and  especially  in 
tkefnmine  area,  Air.  May  was  overcome  with 
emotion  when  trying  to  describe  scenes  he 
Ini  witnessed,  and  his  hearers  were  much 
iwved  in  consequence.  His  appeal  for  help 
m met  with  an  instantaneous  offer  to  make 
i collection,  while  the  Oldham  Industrial 
Society  forewent  their  charge  for  the  tea  to 
ircll  the  fund. 

The  Balloon-street  Point  of  View. 

A little  duel  now  enlivened  the  proceed- 
Mr.  Yarley  (C'.W.S.  director)  said 
the  difficulty  of  trading  with  Russia  was 
10  ""oiv  who’s  who.  The  C’.W.S.  began 
with  (he  Russo-British  Information  Bureau, 
•Da  then  they  had  large  amounts  passed 
tliruiigli  the  Moscow  Narodnv  Bank.  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Centrosoyus  came  to 
['gland  alter  the  second  revolution,  to 
am  they  grnnted  credit,  and  also  sent 
, ? , s»l>  to  Rostoff-on-Don  full  of 

l/111,1!  but  they  got  no  produce  back. 
iVT,1'111  sorry  to  interrupt,  but  I 
‘I  Mi  . \ arlev  to  make  :t  quite  clear  with 
mm  it  was  they  made  the  contract. 

'nvlev:  With  the  Centrosoyus. 
iv.  -May:  I want  to  know  which 

WMrosoyns. 

Jh.  V a dev ; The  one  that  was  in  exis- 
,1*  "i  Moscow, 
r-  May : No. 

nml'i)  '"'ley  : \es.  After  the  Centrosoyus 
le  Arcos;  !U>d  at  Scarborough  Con- 
*iUi* iV'e  "eie  told  we  had  been  dealing 
•iWr.ong  PeoPle-  should  have 

twami  '•  1 le  Arcov,.  Now  we  have  been 
h/Uv  ' J1  *o nned  that  the  Arcos  is  a 
Mt  . Government  organisation,  and  is 
1“  c°-0[)eratjve  society.  Latterly  we 

„,l  _ 11  introduced  to.,  the  Centrosoyus 
Thcr^ ' Ul0SSOrs  °*  °t*,er  Centrosoyus. 
mtern  '.S  ""  ,body  of  men  more  anxious  for 
direct/1101*/  cooperation  than  the  C.W.S. 
re  or.s--(  ' Hear,  hear,”)-but  in  these 
;jee»ts  we  cannot  risk  y 
*it|,°'  ' ” 0 have  a sum  of 
"nr  ptfe.  I®  Prospect  of  getting  it  back 
w i,\  , 1,1  the  fifteen  weeks  of  this 

Big  y’s  l*<me  £53,994  international  trade. 
Hu,, m,,st  have  your  money,  or  vour 
* s worth. 

^ " Saving  Your  Soul.” 

yo»i  P»t  all  the  C.W.S. 
tr.nL  f.  "Bctlier.  they  don’t  amount  to  the 
lev. I,  nr  0"e  year  of  a single  society  like 
I Rodiiml  ; °rliVnC  But  tl,e  sa,e  of  Koods 
<%  \vi,  i " but  ham  or  anywhere  else  in 
"'i»m,  Ui,?sa  e factories,  whether  it  be  in 
0r  Germany— that  is  not 
tie  “ ‘"-operative  trade!  That  is 

elL,.Lmenfcnl  error  in  Balloon-street 
eornbinat l,!1-*;  International  trade  is  a 

0peratiji  r„„,,0r.  trade  of  ALL  the  co- 
untries ; n,.ru  organisations  of  all  the 
l,ibutiiift,-In-  - same  fashion  as  the  dis- 
,0r  viholo«fietJes  combine  »'th'n  a nation 
flut  *Sale  buV|ng.  It  lias  been  said 
Ausi|)Pq-U/tlo"a'  trade  must  he  done  on 
' , That  is, not  the  nrin- 
^,r"at'onal  co-operation.  ("Hear, 
to-day  lp«r.  ooaocial  chaos  of  Europe 
r^rt. ' Tt’,  es  f"e  business  experts  .in  the 
i i>v  ‘-j  K,ot  to  be  left  to  men  and 


fe  -I  i defi 

, . >«'U  together  to  liud  a tvay'  oul 


and  of  goodwill. 


r- 4.HU  h *av  «... 

!«t  pock„T'e5!'“u  of  Putting  our'  Iran 
Sria  I.  f-"r  Russia 

n soul  i a question  of  saving 

* G‘Oud  applause.) 


The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  working  ’-ml  effects  of  the 
Trade  Boards  Acts,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Lord  Cave,  can  be  divided  into  two  parts, 
first,  the  report  and  the  committee’s  remarks 
upon  the  evidence  submitted  to  them,  and, 
secondly,  the  committee’s  recommendations 
for  amending  the  present  Acts. 

In  some  cases  tlie  report  and  the  evidence 
do  not  harmonise  wdtli  the  recommendations. 
This  is  not  to  he  wondered  at  if  we  consider 
the  personnel  of  the  committee,  the  majority 
of  whom  were  drawn  from  that  class  of 
people  who  have  been  clamouring  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Acts.  Tlie  committee  state 
that  the  effect  of  the  Trade  Board  system  on 
trades  and  industry  has  oecn  uonallv  been 
•stated  in  terms  of  exaggeration,  and  tiiaf 
there  is  substance  in  the  allegations  that  tlie 
operations  of  some  of  the  boards  have  con- 
tributed to  the  Violume  of  trade  depression 
and  unemployment.  On  the  other  band,  the 
committee  think  it  is  established  that  the 
system  lias  had  beneficial  effects,  inasmuch 
as  the  Acts  have  afforded  protection  to  the 
good  employers  (able  and  willing  Lo  pay  a 
reasonable  rate  of  remuneration  to  their 
workpeople)  from  unscrupulous  competitors, 
prepared  to  take  unfair  advantage  of  the 
economic  necessities  of  their  workens. 

Another  important  point,  and  one  which 
the  co-operative  witnesses  laid  much  stress 
upon,  is  that  the  committee  are  satisfied  that 
the  operation  of  the  system  has  contributed 
on  the  whole  to  tlie  improvement  of  indus- 
trial relations — tlie  machinery  having 

brought  the  two  sides  together  ” round  a 
table”  and  so  enabled  each  side  to  under- 
stand something  of  the  other’s  point  of  view. 

Tlie -committee  do  not  think  that  a total 
repeal  of  the  Acts  would  be  in  tlie  public 
interest,  neither  are  they  of  opinion  that  a 
national  minimum  wage  should  be  substi- 
tuted for  the  Trade  Board  Acts. 

Pertinent  Questions. 

The  evidence  given  gave  rise  to  two  ques- 
tions in  the  minds  of  the  cc  lumittee,  and 
their  recommendations  are  basld  upon  their 
answer  to  these  questions.  The  questions 
ivere:  "Is  it  the  intention  of  Parliament 
that  the  coercive  powers  of  the  State  should 
be  used  to  prevent  the  oppression  of  the 
worker  by  forcing  him  to  work  at  wages 
below  tlie  level  of  -subsistence  and  under  con- 
ditions injurious  tio-  bis  health,  or,  is  it  to  he 
desired  that  they  should  be  applied  {through 
the  medium  of  the  Trade  Boards)  lo  the 
general  regulation  of  wages?”  In  the 
opinion  of  tlie  committee  the  former  is  the 
correct  view,  and  it  is  upon  this  view  that 


their  recommendations  are  made.  If, 
therefore,  future  legislation  is  based  upon 
their  recommendations,  the  policy  that  lias 
been  adopted  by  a large  majority  of  boards 
will  have  to  be  reversed. 

In  their  first  recommendation  the  com- 
mittee revert  to  the  Act  of  1909,  omitting 
the  amended  Act  of  1918,  and  suggest  that 
the  power  of  the  Minister  to  apply  the  Acts 
be  confined  to  ceases  where  lie  is  satisfied  (n) 
that  tlie  rates  of  wages  prevailing  in  the 
trade,  or  any  branch  of  the  trade,  are  un- 
duly low  as  compared  with  those  in  other 
employment.  (The  words  in  heavier  type 
were  in  the  1909  Act,  but  were  left  out  of  the 
amended  Act  of  1918.  l'hev  are,  however, 
of  great  importance)  and  (b)  that  no 
adequate  machinery  exists  for  the  effective 
regulation  of  wages  throughout  the  trade. 
Everyone  must  recognise  that  it  is  only  in 
unorganised  trades  that  wages  are  ” unduly 
low.”  Consequently,  a Trade  Board,  if  set 
up,  can  only  establish  rates  of  wages  that 
are  comparable  with  those  paid  in  other  un- 
organised trades,  whether  suchNiates  are 
below  the  subsistence  level  or  not,  for  as 
the  committee  say  in  their  report,  the  Trade 
Board  system  should  be  directed  to  giving 
protection  to  tlie  workers  in  each  trad?  by 
securing  to  them  at  least  ‘.a  wage  which 
approximates  to  the  subsistence  level  in  the 
place  in  which  they  live  and  which  the  trade 
can  bear.”  These  last,  six  words  are  very 
significant,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  see  how. 
under  such  circun'istance-s,  tlie  badly-paid 
workers  would  benefit  t6  aiiy  extent. 

Personal  Opinion  Counts. 

Recommendation  2 provides  that'  in  riny 
case  in  which  tlie  Minister  considers  that  a 
priina  facie  ease  exists  for  applying  the 
Acts  lie  shall  cause  a public  inquiry  to  be 
held  into  the  matter,  and  shall  have  regard 
to  the  report  of  such  inquiry.  The  value 
of  this  clause  depends  upon  the  personal 
opinion  of  the  Minister.  It  would  be  almost 
valueless  in  the  hands  of  some  Ministers, 
who,  as  we  know  from  experience,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  convince  of  the  miserable  conditions 
under  which  many  people  live. 

Recommendation  4 is  more  retrograde 
than  either'  of  the  two  previous  Acts,  as  it 
limits  the  rate  that  a Board  can  fix.  The 
rate  must  he  fixed  with  reference  to  the 
lowest  grade  cf  ordinary  workers  in  the 
trade,  but  the  sanction  of  the  Minister  must 
be  obtained  before  a Beard  can  fix  a rat?  for 
workers  performing  work  ancillary  to  the 
trade.  The  meaning  of  this  recommendation 
is  that,  in  accordance  with  the  previous  re- 
[Continued  at  foot  of  fourth  column,] 
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Keep  separate 
records 

A STRIKING  example  of  the  importance 
of  keeping  separate  maintenance 
records  of  every  vehicle  in  your  service,  is 
provided  by  one  of  the  largest  users  of 
motor  transport  in  the  Kingdom. 

Keeping  a close  check  on  the  running  and 
maintenance  costs  of  every  vehicle  they  use, 
they  found  that  their  30  cwt.  Albions showed 
a saving  of  nearly  £400  per  vehicle  per 
annum  over  20  cwt.  vehicles  of  a foreign 
make. 

Keep  your  own  separate  records  of  an 
Albion  side  by  side  with  those  of  any  other 
vehicle.  Your  figures  will  convince  you  that 
Albions  are  the  cheapest  vehicles  to  run. 

Write  now  for  particulars  of  Albion  Models. 
Load  Capacity,  25,  30,  50,  60  & 80  cwt. 


COMMERCIAL  MOTORS 

ALBION  MOTOR  CAR  CO.,  LTD., 

SCOTSTOUN  GLASGOW. 

London  Office:  Bank  Ruildings,  20,  Kings  way,  W.C.  2. 
Also  at  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Birmingham. 


THE  MOVEMENT  AS 

EMPLOYER. 

MORE  VIEWS  FROM  OUR 
READERS. 

Below  we  print  the  views  of  some  more 
contributors  with  regard  to  the  relation- 
ship between  co-operative  societies  and 
their  employees.  That  relationship  will 
determine  the  attitude  of  a great  many 
people  towards  the  co-operative  movement. 
Are  things  as  they  ought  to  be?  If  they 
are  not,  why  are  they  not?  What  is  to  be 
done  to  remedy  what  is  wrong? 


MANCHESTER  MEN. 


George  H.  Pridniore  (of  Manchester)  has 
a title  to  be  heard  in  this  discussion  by  com- 
mitteemen and  employees  alike  for  he  is  one 
of  both  sides.  He  is  manager  of  one  of  tlie 
Manchester  and  Salford  Society's  branches, 
nivl  lie  is  at  the  same  time  a member  of  tlie 
Manchester  and  Salford  management  com- 
mittee. How  this  comes  about  and  what 
other  societies  might  do.  may  he  gleaned 
from  his  Jetter,  in,  which  he  says: — 

I am  keenly  interested  in  the  articles  by 
Mr.  Openshaw,  Mr.  dagger,  and  other  con- 
tributors. I was  glad  to  note  your  heading 
in  this  week’s  issue,  wherein  you  express  the 
hope  that  definite  steps  will  be  taken,  lead- 
ing to  a sweetening  of  relationship,  between 
those  who  control  and  those  controlled. 

The  society  I am  with  (Manchester  and 
Salford)  have  taken  one  or  two  definite  step9 
to  obtain  the  good  relationship  you  advocate. 
I tvill  indicate  them  very  briefly:  — 

l.i  Direct  Contact.  It  was  l!elt  that  direct, 
aq4  continuous  contact  with  tlie  employees 
was  needed,  and  a way  was  found  for  this 
by  the  setting  up  of  a Joint  Advisory  Coun- 
cil providing  machinery  for  the  exchange  of 
ideas  and  securing  the  personal  touch- 
resulting  in  a useful  service  for  all 
concerned. 

2.  Part  Control.  Anotlie;'  step  .towards 
better  understanding  was  taken  in  &<o  alter- 
ing the  rules  of  the  society  that  employee 
memlois  might  fumticn  to  the  full,  and 
enjoy  equal  freedom  with  other  members  in 
-reference  to  the  governing  holy.  This  was 
appreciated,  and  two  employees  occupy 
seats  on  the  management-  committee,  and 
are  elected  in  the  usual  manner.  These 
measures  were  gained  by  the  consent  of  the 
members— and  indicate  a policy  quite 
opposite  to  any  that  would  belittle  the 
worker. 

They  are  certainly  conducive  to  harmony 
and  goodwill.  It  is  to  be  regretted  if 
attempts  to  belittle  the  worker  do  sometimes 
take  place,  but  there  must  be  many  socie- 
ties similar  to  the  one  named  mere  ready 
to  appreciate  the  employee  than  to  belittle. 

3.  Employees’  Duties  and  Responsibilities. 
One  does  recognise  that  the  employees  of 
(•he  movement  must  rightly  conceive  their 
duties  and  responsibilities,  and  be  willing  at 
all  times  to  conserve  the  collective  principle, 
using  every  energetic  endeavour  to  accelerate 
the  disposal  of  all  co-operatively-produced 
commodities,  with  the  diffusion  of  our 
ideals,  and  so  encourage  production  for  use 
—si  quicker  development  of  co-operative 
enterprise — and  surer  safeguards  of  the 
interests  of  both  worker  and  consumer. 


EMPLOYEES  SHOULD  BE 
CO-OPERATORS. 

A Lancashire  co-operator  who  signs  him- 
self “Experience”  says:— Mr.  Openshaw’s 
pebble  in  the  co-operative  lake  will  have 
far-reaching  effects. 

As  a co-operator  of  forty  years’  standing, 
I cannot  help  but  flunk  that  iIk?  movement 
at  the  present  time  exists  solely  for  tlie 
benefit  of  the  employees.  On  all  sides  we 
hear  of  decreased  trade,  and  are  told  this  is 
owing  to  less  incomes  among  tlie  working- 
classes.  Our  C.W.S.  mills  and  factories  and 
workshops  are  waiting  for  orders,  and  cus- 
tomers cannot  get  C.W.S.  articles.  There 
is  plenty  of  money  waiting  for  co-operation 
if  customers  could  get  C.W.S.  articles  when 
they  ask  for  them. 

We  must  be  a simple  people  to  expect  a 
non-co-operator  behind  the  countor  to  push 
C.W.S.  articles.  The  employee  who  does 
not  believe  in  co-operation,  only  so  far  as  it 
finds  him  in  wages,  ought  to  be  given  march- 
ing orders. 

One  comes  very  often  across  old-time  co- 
operators  who  are  not  doing  one-half  the 
trade  with  us  they  used  to  Jo,  who  when 
asked  the  reason,  say : Co-operation  is  not 
what  it  used  to  be. 

I am  in  favour  of  good  wages,  hut  not 
wages  for  nothing.  Serious  diseases  need 
drastic  remedies,  and  if  we  don’t  check  tlu's 
octopus  it  will  exterminate  us. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

commendation,  tl»a  rate  for  a worker  in  the 
trade  may  he  only  a mere  subsisten-  e rate 
whilst  it  is'left  to  tlie  option  of  the  Minister 
to  any  whether  or  not  an  ancillary  worker 
shall  even  receive  a subsistence  wage. 

There  are  many  other  points  in  the  com- 
mittee’s recommendations  open  to  criticism 
from  a co-operative  point  of  view,  details  of 
which  cannot  be  given  in  a short  aitiole. 

Tlie  principal  recommendations  which  are 
an  improvement  on  the  previous  Acts  ate 
those  -relating  to  shortening  the  time 
between  the  fixing  of  a rate  and  its  coming 
into  operation,  and  the  one  dealing  with 
apprentices* 
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THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


PLANNINC  THE  NEW  WORLD. 

Dr.  L.  T.  HOBHOUSE  ON  SOCIAL  JUSTICE. 


INTERNATIONAL!  NEWS  SERVICE. 
BREAK  DOWN  THE  CUSTOMS  BARRIER^ 

THE  CALL  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  INTERNATIONALE. 


A REVIEW  BY  JAMES  ODGERS. 


A new  book  by  Dr.  L.  T.  Hobhouse, 
Professor  of  Sociology  in  London  Univer- 
sity, entitled  “ Thf.  Elements  of  Social 
Justice,”  * was  published  in  January  lust. 

The  main  purpose  of  it  is  to  apply  “ the 
principle  of  harmony  ” to  the  development 
of  social  justice,-  This  principle  was  estab- 
lished iii  n book,  by  the  same  author,  pub- 
lished a year'  before,  and  briefly  le viewed 
in  the  "Co-operative  News”  of  August 
,13th.  1921.  It  was  entitled  “ The  Rational 
Good:  A Study  in  the  Logic  of  Practice.” 
That  study  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
probably  all  evolution,  certainly  the  evolu- 
tion of  the  human  mind,  is  effected  by  a 
continual  push  for  the  fuller  expression  and 
satisfaction  of  inner  power ; anil  that  the 
resulting  struggles  with  the  various  resis- 
tances are  permanently  successful  only  to 
tlie  extent  of  their  contribution  to  a har- 
mony of  inner  functions  and  outer  conduct 
in  relation  to  society  and.  the  world.  In 
personality  dominated  by  love  of  fuller 
harmony  these  struggles  attain  their 
highest  and  happiest  fulfilment.  On  this 
foundation  the  principle  of  harmony  is 
established.,  By  its  light  competent  people 
mav  judge  whether  any  course  of  action 
would  contribute  to  fuller  harmony  or  to 
discord. 

Want  of  discrimination  and  clear  under- 
standing are  very  general  sources  of  dis- 
cord. So  Dr.  Hobhouse  examines  sortie 
common  presumptions  to  discover  the 
extent  to  which  they  are  founded  on 
reality  and  to  what  extent  they  need 
modification.  Referring  to  the  claim  for 
liberty,  he  points  out  that  no  sane  person 
now  asks  for  absolute  liberty.  If  each  one 
were  free  to  kill  anyone  be  would  and 
could,  there  would  be  anarchy  until  people 
learned  how  to  enforce  the  restrictions 
necessary  for  general  survival.  The  word 
liberty  is  a comprehensive  one ; it  includes 
a number  of  different  liberties,  some  of 
which  contribute  to  the  common  good, 
while  others  obstruct  it.  Political  liberty, 
in  the  sense  that  the  people  should  have 
equal  rights  of  voting  for  the  election  of 
the  persons  to  represent  them  as  legisla- 
tors is  becoming  an  essential  of  the  British 
democracy.  Liberty  to  do  those  things 
which  promote  harmonious  development 
should  be  admitted  as  a right.  But  liberty 
to  promote  friction  and  fighting  should  bo 
suppressed.  The  fuller  the  liberty  that 
can  be  extended  in  the  interests  of  the 
community,  the  greater  is  the  substitution 
of  social  harmony  for  coercion.  Liberty, 
therefore,  is  relative  to  its  effects  on  tfie 
common  welfare. 

Absolute  Equality  Impossible. 

The  claim  for  absolute  equality  is  as 
inadmissible  as  for  absolute  liberty.  Were 
it  practicable  to  divide  equally  all  land  or 
income  from  laud,  all  capital  and  other 
forms  of  wealth,  and  all  industrial  and 
other  services  and  remuneration,  the,  ngault,, 
George  Jacob  Holyonke  used  to  say,  would, 
be  a " community  of  indigence.”  But 
equality  under  the  law  is  one  of  the  corner! 
stones  of  the  British  constitution.  Dr. 
Hobhouse  concludes  that  there  is  a common 
measure  of  equality  in  the  common  need 
for  maintenance,  which  should  be  admitted, 
and  that,  subject.  to  well-considered  regu- 
lations to  secure  the  continuity  of  all 
essential  functions,  a civic  minimum  wage 
for  all  shonldrjie,  a fiyst  charge  on  industry. 
At  bottom,  tlie  claim  for  equality  is  a 
claim  ifor  the  -removal  of  artificial  inter- 
ferences wjtR  social  justice.  The  con- 
centration ol  Taud,  capital,  and  other  wealth 
in  the  liaud^'  of  a decreasing  number  of 
people  is  a source  of  increasing  discord, 
and  is  mainly  due  to  inheritance  from  pre- 
ceding generations.  The  remedy  proposed 
by  Dr.  Hobhouse  is  the  abolition  of  the 
power  of  bequest.  Tlie  removal  of  this 
artificial  interference  with  a normal  diffu- 
sion of  wealth  would  lead  to  a harmonious 
readjustment,  securing  to  each  individual 
that  which  he  personally  earns  or  aoiuniiH 
bites,  and,  subject  to  suitable  provision 
for  dependents,  the  right  to  give  it  away 
during  liis  own  lile-time  for  any  purpose 
that  dees  not  conflict  with  social  justice: 
Thus  there  would  bo  no  unearned  or 
fuuctionless  wealth  in  private  hands.  The 
community,  local  or  national,  would  be  the 
owner  of  the  land,  of  all  natural  resources* 
and  past  accumulations.  When  the  wealth 
of  each  will  depend  on  the  value  of  his 
own  energy,  skill,  and  ability,  it  will  be 
more  necessary  than  ever  before  to 
approximate  as  nearly  as  possible  to  equal 
pay  for  equal  services.  Equality  should  lie 
admitted  so  far  as  it  is  real.  Artificial 
equality  and  artificial  inequality  should 
be  ended. 

Recognise  Differences. 

Real  differences  should  be  not  only 
admittod,  but  encouraged  and  propor- 
tionately recompensed  for  the  snlio  of 
their  contributions  to  the  common  welfare. 
Man'  needs  not  only  food,  shelter,  family 
life,  and  the  implements  of  industry,  but 
laws.  understanding,  art.  literature, 
philosophy,  and  religion.  In  many  coses 
personal  differences  of  mental  aptitude 
ami  fitness  to  accept  responsibility  are  of 
more  value  than  tne  energy,  skill,  and 
ability  required  in  business  " and  finance, 
and  should  be  so  recompensed  and 
honoured  as  to  attract  the  fittest  people 


to  devote  themselves  to  the  various  means 
of  developing  personality  and  social 
harmony. 

Dr.  Hobhouse  carefully  discusses  various 
aspects  of  tlie  industrial  problem  and 
sny.5 : “The  industrial  organisation  which 
we  are  thus  led  to  contemplate  is  one  in 
which  unearned  wealth  would  accrue  to 
the  community;  the  universal  and  elemen- 
tary conditions  of  private  work  and  remu- 
neration would  bo  laid  down  by  law,  and 
would  be  adjusted  in  detail,  developed, 
expanded,  and  improved  as  tlie  conditions 
otf  each  trade  alfeiv  by  Trade  Boards; 
while  industrial  management  would  be  in 
tlie  hands  of  joint  boards  of  consumers 
and  producers,  the  municipality,  eo-opera- 
tive  associations,  or  private  enterprise 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  industry, 
and  the  relative  efficiency  for  varying 
purposes  of  which  various  forms  of 
organisation  prove  themselves  capable.” 
To  avoid  any  deadlock  when  differences 
arise  in  the  conduct  of  industry,  Dr.  Hob- 
house contemplates  tlie  adoption  of  a 
development  of,, the  Whitley  Council  by 
making  " a . tripartite  division  of  tlie  con- 
trolling body  :,  onerthird  representing  con- 
sumers, one-third'  the  management  and 
the  technical  staff,  one-third  the  mass 
cif  the  workers.  Contested  questions  would 
then  be  dcyulted’by  a ciinibination  of  two  of 
these  .sections,  aud  it  would  be  probable 
that  Tne  coil  su1  filters’’  view  would  have,  the 
advantage,  but  only  when  fortified  by  the 
more  expert  opinion  of  tlie  management 
and  technical  staff  on  the  one  side,  or  by 
the  human  element  of  the  operatives  on 
the  other,” 

Our  Democratic  Constitution. 

Passing  on  to  the  consideration  of  our 
democratic  constitution,  tlie  Professor 
oints  to  the  difficulties  to  be  surmounted 
efore  the  Government  can  bo  regarded 
as  truly  representing  tlie  will  of  the  com- 
munity. TJie  elections  are  held  at  inter- 
vals of  several  years.  The  candidates  are 
usually  put  forward  by  the  different 
political  parties,  and,  in  the  main,  seek 
election  as  supporters  of  the  party  pro- 
gramme. Considerable  numbers  of  the 
electorate  are  not  sufficiently  interested 
in  those  programmes  to  take  the  trouble 
to  vote,  with  tlie  result  that  in  single 
member  constituencies  it  is  not  very 
unusual  for  a minority  of  the  electorate 
to  elect  a Member  of  Parliament,  and  it 
occasionally  happens  that  the  Government 
is  elected  by.  only  a minority  of  the  people 
entitled  to  vote.  The  adoption  of  a plan 
of  proportionate  representation  would 
help  to  remedy  this  defect  so  far  as  it  is 
merely  a mechanical  one.  But  tlio  prime 
need  is  that  party  government,  as  such,  be 
eliminated,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
progressive  approximation  to  a common 
policy.  The  permanent  principles  repre- 
sented in  narty  politics — tlie  conservation 
of  order,  the  extension  of  liberty,  regard 
for  the  common  good,  and  the  claim  oF  the 
workers  for  the  rights  aud  duties  of  full 
citizensliip — are  not  inconsistent  with  the 
principle  of  harmony.  Between  the  suc- 
cessive general  elections  numbers  of 
problems  arise  which  need  legislative  and 
administrative  solution,  and  most  of  them 
have  never  appeared  on  any  party  pro- 
gramme. In  dealing  with  them  statesmen 
Heed  the  support  of  public  opiuion,  and  find 
it  necessary  to  adopt  a broader  policy  than 
tlio  more  application  of  a single  ' party 
principle.  Public  opinion  is  a factor  of 
increasing  strength  in  the  determination 
of  public  policy,  therefore  it  is  increasingly 
necessary  that  public  opinion  should  be 
founded  on  a scientific  interpretation  of 
tlio  permanent  ‘method  of  development. 
Thus  will  a common  policy  be  built  upon 
tlie  need  of  social  justice  within  tlie  State 
and  the  worth  of  fuller  harmony’  both 
within  it  and  in  its  relations  with  other 
States. 

Applying  the  principle  of  harmony  to 
the  international  outlook,  Dr.  Hobhouse 
says  no  one  State  has  tlio  judicial 
means  of  adjusting  its  relations  with  other 
States;  "nor  is  it  ail  adequate  authority; 
on  any  relations  that  transcend  political 
frontiers.  For  supreme  adjustment  we 

need  a world  organisation,  the  only  ulti- 
mate physical  authority  comparable  to  the 
universal  extension  of  tlie  spiritual  law.” 
" Beneath  all  physical  force  there 
is  a deeper  spring  of  justice,  and  the  ulti- 
mate supremacy  rests  with  no  organisa- 
tion whatever,  but  with  the  .spiritual  -forces 
imperfectly  apprehended  in  the  minds  of 
the  wisest,  and  for  that  very  reason  legi- 
timately appealed  to  even  by  tlie  humblest.” 
. . . " Perhaps  a true  spiritual  authority 

will  arise  out  of  the  present  welter  of  half- 
knowledge and  conflicting  dogmatisms  ’1 
• an  authority  .true  to  its  own 
spiritual  principle,  governing  by  tbe.Jigbfc 
of  reason  and  through  the  convictions  of 
men.  indifferent  to  place  and  pon'e^tm 
organisation  not  of- officials  and  m3uatefhsj 
but  ef  knowledge,  wisdom,  and  righteous- 
ness. the  bodiless  church  of  humanity  in 
which  the  federated  democracies  Of " the 
world  may- find  their  soul.” 

• - The  ElfTti.-r.lj  of  Social  Janice."  1 y L.  T.  Hot- 
house. London  : George  Allen  »r.d  Unwin  Ltd. 
Pric*  IOj.  6d. 


The  committee  of  management  of  the 
Confederation  Internationale  des  Cooperatives 
; — an  international  organisation  of  Christian, 
that  is  Roman  Catholic,  co-operative  societies 
formed  a year  or  so  ago,  claiming  to  speak 
for  Christian  organisations  in  some  seventeen 
States  in  Europe  aud  America  as  well  as  other 
co-operative  groupings  represented  by  corre- 
spondents in  twenty  countries  throughout 
the  world,  and  with  head  offices  in  Rome — 
has  sent  in  a resolution,  after  the  manner  of 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  to  the 
-Genoa  Conference. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  co-operative  action, 
considered  on  its  economic  side,  is  a direct 
means  for  eliminating  all  dispute  between 
consumers  and  producer,  gradually  Avorking 
for  the  suppression  of  all  intermediary  specu- 
lators, such  suppression  being  based  on  an 
organisation  more  fitted  and  much  better 
equipped  for  the  distribution  and  the  produc- 
tion of  wealth ; Avliilst,  by  its  very  nature, 
it  has  for  its  end  the  establishment  of  economic 
solidarity  in  place  of  the  most  chadtic  com- 
petition among  tlie  most  unbridled  personal 
interests. 

The  long  resolution  states  that  all  attempt 
at  the  establishment  of  a lasting  European 
peace  is  but  playing  with  Avords,  unless  the 
States  loyally  give  true  value  to  the  common 
interests  making  for  the  development  of  the 
European  conscience  destroyed  by  the  war. 

And,  therefore,  as  Europe  looks  like  being 
constituted  of  two  groups  of  peoples,  one  of 
Avbich  Avill  be  compelled  to  remain  econo- 
mically enslaved  to  the  other  for  several  years, 
and  as  the  Continental  market  will  keep  up  a 
series  of  customs  barriers  to  fetter  the  free 
circulation  of  goods  thereby  making  the  prob- 
lem of  importation  and  exportation  insoluble, 
the  Confederation  is  convinced  that  Avithout 
an  exteusive  revision  and  a radical  alteration 
in  the  customs  systems,  it  Avill  be  absolutely 


BELGIUM’S  BIGGEST. 

STRENGTH  OF  SOCIETIES. 

Some  idea  of  the  growth  and  vigour  of  the 
Belgium  movement  may|be  obtained  from  the 
folloAving  figures  in  regard  to  the  nine  biggest 
societies  in  the  kingdom. 

L’Union  Coopterativc  in  Liege,  with  63,239 
mcmbei's,  254  distributive  branches,  4 produc- 
tive Avorks,  18  bakeries,  78  social  centres,  and 
112,243,703  francs  turnover. 

La  Maison  du  Pcuple  in  Brussels,  with 
25,034  members,  52  branches,  4 bakeries,  11 
social  centres  and  cafes,  and  28,305,920  fiancs 
turnover. 

Tlio  Voovuit  in  Ghent,  Avith  15,640  members, 
29  branches,  1 bakery,  1 brewery,  1 restaurant, 
3 social  centres,  and  23,314,006  francs  turnover; 

Le  Progress  iu  Jolimont,  with  40,000  mcmj 
bora,  6 brunches,  1 bakery,  2 breweries,  5 social 
centres,  4 pharmacies,  and  19,000,000  franco 
turnover. 

L’Union  dcs  Cooperative!  in  Charleroi,  with 
7,119  members,  37  branches,  1 baker}’,  10 
social  centres,  and  11,242,442  francs  turnover. 

Lcs  Magasins  Gcncraux  in  Philippevillc,  with 
7,054  members,  43  branches,  5 bakeries,  find 
9,901,156  francs  turnover. 

La  Concordo  in  Roux,  with  8,000  members, 
2 bakeries,  1 brewery,  1 printing  works,  2 sqciaj 
centres,  and  10,000,000  francs  turnover.  '' 

L’Avcnir  du  Centre  in  La  Louviore,  with  47 
branches,  2 bakeries,  2 social  centres,  and 
7,764,2SQ  francs  turnoA’cr. 

L'Union  dcs  Cooperatives  in  Tournai,  with 
1,000  members,  8 branches,  1 bakery,  1 social 
centre,  and  976,109  francs  turnover. 


MISUSE  OF  THE  WORD 

"CO-OPERATIVE.'’ 

The  last  C6vyrti^i?ni  of  Ontariq,  Canada} 
introduced  into  Ontario  Companies  Apti 
Part  XI. a,  which  cognates  tjie  usc.jqJ  the  yi'ord 
“co-operative”  in  the.  province;  It  thereirj 
gives  a definition  of  a co-operative  soteftety 
closely  following  thte;>  Tjochdale  idea.  The 
use  of  the  word  “ co-operative  ” is  prohibited} 
under  a penalty,  in  the  title  of  a concern 
which  is  not  organised  in  strict  conformity 
with  what  is  laid,down.  There  is  great  need 
for  similar  legislation  in  Great  Britain  and 
other  countries. 


impossible  to  attain  to  that  economic  ^ 
darity  to  which  the  Avholc  world  aspires. 

To  achie\'e  this  end,  the  Confederate 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  most  sure  way  lg 
assure  free  trade  along  with  due  protection  t, 
production  Avill  be  to  draw  up  comment 
agreements  inspired  by  a spirit  of  forethought 
and  impartiality.  The  problem  of  transit 
both  by  land  and  sea,  is  so  closely  connctud 
Avith  that  of  commercial  exchange,  that  each 
country  ought  to  strive  to  give  the  greau-q 
development  possible  to  means  of  transport 
Avhilst  it  is  desirable  in  the  highest  degree  lhal 
tariffs,  as  nearly:  equal  as  possible,  should  he 
applied  throughout  the  Avorld  so  as  to  prevent 
unfair  competition  exercising  itself  on  the 
price  of  imported  goods. 

And  in  regard  to  credit,  so  far  from  king 
opposed  to  the  constitution  of  Central  .State 
Banks,  the  Confederation  strongly  desires 
the  creation  of  local  and  regional  institutes 
of  credit,  especially  Avith  a co-operative 
character. 

The  Confederation,  in  regard  to  the  renewal 
of  relations  with  Russia,  Avhilst  agreeing  to  the 
proposition  to  import  into  that  countiy 
effective  working  capital,  goes  further  and 
suggests,  particularly  in  regard  to  fully- 
populated  countries,  the  importation  into 
Russia  of  Avorkmen  furnished  with  teehnicsl 
means  and  organised  in  co-operative  labouring 
societies. 

The  Confederation  finally  calls  I lie  attention 
of  the  States  at  the  Genoa  Conference  to  the 
opportunity  of  facilitating  commercial  ex- 
change through  the  co-operative  organisations 
of  production  and  of  distribution  in  the  dif- 
ferent countries,  with  the  object  principally 
of  Avithdrawing  the  populations  from  the 
abuses  and  the  vexation  suffered  under  high 
international  speculation,  and  further  of 
establishing  bonds  of  solidarity  between  the 
citizens  of  the  different  nations. 


PORTUGUESE  PROGRESS. 

The  co-operative  movement  in  Portugal, 
as  in  the  sister  country  of  Spain,  is  com- 
paratively of  modest  growth.  A national 
union  of  co-operatiA'e  societies,  tlie  Federacao 
das  Cooperativas,  was  founded  at  Lisbon  in 
March  of  1920,  by  the  delegates  from  2-1 
societies.  Now  there  are  138  societies 
affiliated. 

The  purpose  of  the  Union,  of  course,  is 
to  further  the  interests  of  the  affiliated  souc- 
tics;  and  to  this  end  the  Union,  in  September, 
1920,  commenced  to  sell  goods  wholesale, 
and  had  a turnover  of  135.721  srudos  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Lisbon  and  its  environ- 
ments figured  in  this  result  for  the  must  pad* 
The  wholesale  business  is  conducted  through 
the  military  consumers’  eociety  in  Lisbon. 


have  Confidence  in  Nestle  s 

It  doesn't  matter  Avhat  claims  are 
for  a brand  of  milk,  if  the  public  do 
prove  in  actual  use  that  it  has  all 
qualities  claimed  for  it,  it  will  not  J*;jf 1 
an  established  food.  Nestle's  Mu* 
easily  the  best  known  to  all.  Public  co 
fidence  in  it  has  grown  out  of  many  )'e 
daily  use.  Nestfe’s  have  always  aimed  • 
quality  and  safety  first— never  at . 
ness  for  cheapness'  sake.  Don't  take  r-_ 
— buy  the  milk  that  has  the  confidcuc 
millions  of  British  women. 

NESTLES 

MILK 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 


' imitations  never  satisfy.' 
demand  NestU's-always 

ESTLE'S,  6-8.  Esstcheap, 


E.C3- 


Jfir  Or 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


MILK  LEGISLATION. 


POINTS  WHICH  SOCIETIES  NEED  TO  WATCH. 


VALUE  OF  POLITICAL  ACTION. 


do  the  great  majority  of  societies 
, lit  s|,y  of  the  retail  milk  business? 

jt  ffa8  stated  at  a conference  held  at 
jjrmiugham  on  Saturday  that  out  of  the 
thirteen  hundred  distributive  societies 
affiliated  to  the  Co-openatire  Union  only 
OQ  were  presently  supplying  milk  to  their 


Member.'.  The  minority  must  find  that  it 
yg  them  indirectly,  if  not  directly ; why, 


then,  do  the  majority  leave  their  members 
dependent  on  private  enterprise  for 
applies?  ft  is  well  k,n(own  that  the 
business  is  rapidly  passing  into  the  hands 
cf  ii  few  people,  who  are  not  without  in- 
fluence in  the  national  council  chamber, 
jnil  the  moral’ is,  or  should  be,  pretty 
obvious  to  those  societies  which  so  far  are 
not  numbered  amongst  retail  milk  dealers. 
Mire  dairies  would,  of  course,  mean  more 
jorkpeople.  Derby,  for  instance,  finds 
employment  for  a hundred  people  in  its 

dairy-  _ 

Position  of  Municipalities. 


It  may  be  that  these  societies  have  an 
idea  tlmt  sooner  or  later  the  municipalities 
trill  become  suppliers  of  milk  to  the  people. 
This  point  was  mentioned  at  the  con- 
ference, but  the  general  opinion  of  those 
tvlio  spoke  seemed  to  be  tjrnt  there  was 
little  or  no  danger  of  local  authorities 
becoming  serious  competitors  with  co- 
uperntive  societies  in  this  respect.  One 
delegate  mentioned  that  the  council  of  the 
town  whence  • he  came  had  lost  many 
thousands  of  pounds  on  it<>  milk  business, 
that  it  was  about  to  close  down,  arid  that 
iii  nil  probability  the  business  would  pass 
under  co-operative  control. 

Another  point  brought  out  and  empha- 
sised by  the  conference, , which  had  been 
convened  by  the  National  Co-operative 
Milk  Consumers’  Federation,  was  that  the 
Government,  whenever  ft  saw  fit  to  consult 
the  hade.  wa«.  apt  to  overlook  the  fact 
that  many  co-operative  societies  were  large 
distributors  of  milk.  More  than  one 
'penker  said  the  remedy  for  this  lay  in 
fflliticnl  action-. 

" If  we  had  direct  representation  m 
the  House  of  Commons,"  said  Mr. 
Forster  (Brightside  and  Carbrook),  “ we 

should  get  very  much  better  treatment 
as  a movement  than  we  do  at  present." 

Mr.  E.  Merchant  (manager  for  the  Derby 
oocietv  and  member  of  the  federation)  pre- 
sided over  the  conference.  Mr.  Merchant, 
"ho  hois  made  the  niilk  busihess  one  3f  his 
«H>nerative  hobbies,  sent  home  one  or  two 
truths  regarding  the  operations  of  com- 
bines in  tlie  trade.  One  combine,  he  said, 
hid  made  its  organisation  almost  perfect, 
h is  reputed  to  have  in  its  hands  eighty 
per  cent,  of  the  distributive  business  in 
London , and  its  hold  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  is  becoming  more  and  more 
•pparent . 

"We  have  been  talking  co-operation 
or  seventy  years,"  he  observed,  “ but 
these  people  are  beating  us." 

h>  all  their  difficulties  co-operative 
wieties  wanted  to  get  close  up  to  the 
Pfwliuvr  and  make  terms  which  would  be 
Mutually  advantageous.  He  thought  the 
arjum  would  be  willing,  believing  they 
{ . had  enough  of  combine  methods  of 
“mg  price 


Mr.  \y  H.  Kirkland  (Eoeles,  ’ and 
wretary  uf  the  federation),  was  also  to 
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f')1?  f°r®.  with  an  interesting  address  on 
Milk  Legislation,"  which  lie  will  deliver 
again  at  a similar  conference  to  be  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  federation  at 
Pendleton  on  Saturday,  May  13th.  Mr. 
Kirkland,  on  Saturday,  stated  that  during 
the  last  eight  or  ten  years  the  dairy 
business  had  been  seriously  and  extensively 
disturbed  by  Acts  of  Parliament,  food 
control,  milk  and  dairies’  orders,  change 
from  twelve  months  to  six  months  con- 
tracts, the  tug-of-war  of  markets,  and  the 
constant  conflict  between  organisations 
And  parts  of  organisations.  At  the  moment 
a Bill  was  being  prepared  to  amend  and 
modify  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidated) 
Act  of  1915,  and 

assuming  tho  passing  of  this  Bill,  we 
shall  then  have  had  five  Bills  in  seven 
years. 


Under  such  circumstances  it  was  surely 
beyond  all  hope  and  reason  that  the  trade 
could  be  expected  to  settle  down,  -and  the 
loud  protests  made  by  business  men  in 
the  dairy  world  against  repeated  interfer- 
ence with  and  the  upsetting  of  their  trade 
occasioned  no  surprise. 


Shock  for  tho  Trade. 


A few  months  ago  the  trade  received  a 
shook  through  the  publication  of  a report 
ot  a conference  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  Ministry  of  Healtli  and  cer- 
tain sections  of  trade.  Whether  tlie  con- 
teren<*  was  arranged  by  invitation  of  the 
Ministry  or  at  the  request  of  farmers’ 
unions  and  dairymen's  associations  lie  was 
not  clear.  Of  course,  co-operators  were 
not  there,  and  probably  knew  nothing 
jlbout  it  until  they  saw  the  press  reports. 

It  seems  incredible  that  the  Ministry 
left  co-operative  societies  out  of  their 
reckoning  and  looked  only  upon  other 
people  as  having  the  right  and  authority  to 
speak  for  the  trade. 

It  was  a great  pity  that  co-operative 
societies  engaged  in  the  milk  trade  were 
not  sufficiently  organised  to  deal  with  the 
thoughtless  treatment  accorded  them  in 
connection  with  this  conference. 


Point  to  be  Watched. 


At  the  conference  the  suggestion  was 
mad©  “ that  a local  authority  should  be 
given,  power  to  revoke  or  suspend  certifi- 
cates of  registration  if  in  the  public 
interest  the  trader  or  his  premises  were 
unsuitable.”  Co-operators  must  watch 
this  matter  very  closely,  as  cancellation  of 
certificates  might  be  advocated  for  other 
reasons  than  those  referred  to. 

Several  speakers  referred  to  this  parti- 
cular point,  and  urged  that  societies 
should  seek  representation  on  local  authori- 
ties to  safeguard  their  interests.  As  Mr. 
Kmkland  stated,  if  an  individual  had  his 
certificate  revoked,  liis  business  might 
still  be  carried  on  in  the  name  of  his  wife 
or  a member  of  his  family,  but  not  so  with 
a company  or  a co-operative  society.  But 
supposing  societies  secured  representation 
on  local  authorities,  would  they  be  allowed 
to  adjudicate  upon  their  own  cases?  Mr. 
I‘ orster  said  he  was  very  doubtful. 


Two  members  of  the  federation  commit- 
tee—Messrs.  Foster  and  Pattison  (Long 
Katon)— proposed  and  seconded  respectively 
the  following  resolution: — ‘‘That  this  con- 
ference of  representatives  of  the  North 
Midland  Section  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Milk  Consumers’  Federation,  representing 
650,000  consumers,  having  discussed  and 
examined  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies.  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Act  should  take  its  course 
without  alteration.  Further,  it  expresses 
its  keen  regret  and  disappointment  that  in 
connection  with  the  recent  consultation, 
which  the  Ministry  of  Health  had  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  trade  in  regard  to  amend- 
ments of  the  Act,  co-operative  societies 
were  not  interviewed  ; it  strongly  requests 
the  Ministry  to  recognise  the  extensive  milk 
distributive  and  productive  business  carried 
on  by  co-operative  societies  throughout  tho 
country;  and  urges  that  the  movement, 
which  is  absolutely  an  organisation  of  con- 
sumers, be  given  facilities  for  consultation 
with  the  Ministry  on  these  matters  equally 
w ith  other  sections  of  the  dairy  trade.” 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  M.P. 


Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P.,  spent  ten 
days  at  Easter  in  his  constituency,  during 
which  he  covered  most  of  the  ninety- 
four  villages  grouped  together  in  Mid- 
Northants.  Old-age  pensioners,  sick 
friends,  workers,  and  ex-service  men  were 
visited  in  their  homes,  and  election  pros- 
pects as  well  as  present  needs  were  talked 
over.  A visit  to  the  Luddington  Women's 
Guild,  and  a short  speech  to  the  Moulton 

guildswomen  who  were  at  tea 250  of 

them — -and  a large  social  gathering  at 
Kettering  for  election  workers  were  among 
the  chief  duties  performed,  in  addition  to 
which  Mr.  Waterson  delivered  an  address 
on  the  local  football  ground  and  presented 
- to  the-  Walgrave  footballers,  many 


a cup  to  the  Walgrave  footballers,  many 
of  whom  were  loyal  friends  and  supporters. 

The  visit  is  certain  to  do  good  among 
the  workers  of  the  constituency.  ° 


ADDITIONAL  BENEFITS. 


MEETING  -OF  C.W.S.  HEALTH  INSURANCE  SECTION. 


UNEMPLOYMENT'S  EFFECTS  ON  MEMBERSHIP. 


Further  benefits  were  decided  upon  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Health  Insurance 
Section  of  the  C.W.S.  in  Manchester  on 
Saturday.  The  list  of  additional  benefits 
now  enjoyed  by  members  of  this  section 
includes  dental  treatment,  increases  in  sick- 
ness or  disablement  benefit,  increase  of 
maternity  benefit,  payments  to  hospitals  or 
convalescent  homes  to  secure  maintenance 
or  treatment  of  members,  payment  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  cost  of  medical 
and  surgical  appliances,  and  payment  of  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  cost  of  optical  treat- 
ment or  appliances. 

In  the  absence  of  the  chairman  and  vice- 
chairman  of  the  C.W.S.,  for  whom  apologies 
were  made,  Mr.  F.  Denman  (director)  pre- 
sided. and  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  T. 
Brodrick  (secretary)  and  Mr.  B.  Smith 
(manager  of  the  department). 

In  his  introductory  remarks,  the  Chair- 
man said  the  section  was  in  a very  flourish- 
ing condition.  Although  a decrease  in  mem- 
bership was  shown,  it  was  chiefly  because  6f 
the  state  of  industrial  affairs. 


Decreased  Membership. 


In  the  course  of  the  report;  the  committee 
state  that,  notwithstanding  rfn  increased 
number  of  ncri‘  mem b'e i1 5! ' i tted  as  com- 
pared with  tHb’  yen  f\)  6^,2  the  ‘net  member- 
ship -if  Llvn  AUan„F'dliL  U.UlU.r'UL 

elilie. 


mem 
ties 

employment 

excluding  p , 

been  out  of  wofJc  tor';:'  a ’.period  of  twqjye 
months.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  mem- 
bership was  163,085  males  and  77,19" 


"lseijueiive  nr  ,Mcli  w^espread.  uu- 

•»*  mm  ,S>»  M*: 

from  jnsura^e  (figse  whp  liayej 
of  wort  for;  ii  .period  6F  twelve  - 


females,  as  against  105,245  males  and 
77,415  females  at  the  end  of  1920. 


The  sickness  experience  for  tiie  year  indi- 
cates quite  markedly  the  effect  of  war  ser- 
vice and  war  conditions  upon  the  health  of 
the  members'  generally.  Although  there 
have  been  fewer  people  at  risk,  and  the  num- 
ber of  dainiants  and  claims  have  corre- 
spondingly decreased,  yet  the  aggregate 
duration  lias  been  1,019  weeks  in  excess  of 
the  previous  year.  The  cost  of  sickness  has 
also  very  considerably  increased,  no  less  than 
£52,063  having  been  paid  to  the  male  mem- 
bers during  the  year.  This  is  an  increase  of 
£15,361  over  the  previous  year.  The  record 
of  female  sickness  shows  a decrease 
in  tlie  number  icf  claimants  of  252, 
and  the  claims  have  also  decreased  by  163. 
But  the  aggregate  duration  lias  increased 
by  4,421  weeks,  and  the  cost  has  l>een 
£9,979  in  excess  of  1920.  Maternity  bene- 
fit claims  had  decreased,  the  number  of  male 
claims  being  136  less  than  in  the  previous 
year,  whilst  in  the  female  section  the  num- 
ber was  practically  the  same.  On  the  other 
hand,  disablement  benefit  both  for  males 
and  females  had  continued  to  rise,  the 
average  cost  having  increased  by  Is.  5-34d. 
for  males  and  Is.  2-47d.  for  females.  In 
regard  to  workmen’s  compensation,  the  sec- 
tion has  been  successful  in  securing  some- 
thing like  £180,000  for  members,  a large 
portion  of  which  would  not  have  been  ob- 
tained but  for  its  intervention.  The  dental 
treatment  soheme  lias  been  increasingly 
taken  advantage  of. 


Critical  Comments. 


During  the  early  part  of  the  meeting  the 
questions  and  comments  were  of  a critical 
character,  but  after  one  or  two  delegates 
had  made  complimentary  references  to 
several  phases  of  administration  of  the  sec- 
tion, the  tone  of  the  remarks  improved. 

The  references  in  the  report  to  the  de- 
c rea.se d membership  brought  forth  a good 
deal  of  discussion,  and  many  suggestions 
were  put  forward  to  account  for  the  de- 
crease. Mr.  Ellis  (Leicester)  suggested  that 
many  people  thought  they  had  to  withdraw 
from  the  C.W.S.  Health  Insurance  Section 
if  they  left  co-operative  employment,  and 
remarked  that  cards  should  be  exhibited  in 
C.W.S.  workshops  pointing  out  that  this  was 
unnecessary. 

The  question  of  excusing  arrears  for  mem- 
bers unemployed  also  received  a good  deal  of 
consideration.  Mr.  Acton  (Nelson)  con- 
tended that  the  section  should  have  a more 
sympathetic  consideration  for  those  in  need. 
He  remarked  that  members  had  to  go  out 
cf  insurance  because  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  find  the  12s.  necessary  to  keep 
them  :_ 


Mr.  Lambert  (Accrington)  suggested  that 
if  there  were  any  surplus  funds,  they  should 
be  used  to  pay  the  subscriptions  of  unem- 
ployed members  to  keep  them  in  benefit. 

Mr.  Smith  pointed  out  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  excuse  arrears  unless  they  had 
an  arrears  scheme.  They  could  only  pass 
the  surplus  in  tlie  directions  for  which  they 
had  adopted  schemes. 


Sick  Nursing. 

Mrs.  Cooper  asked  if  the  question  of  a 
sick-nursing  scheme  had  been  considered, 
and  Mr.  Smith,  in  reply,  said  the  subject 
of  nursing  under  the  National  Insurance  Act 
had  received  considerable  attention,  but  the 
difficulty  was  that  tliev  oouhl  not  "ffer  an 
additional  benefit  of  this  character  to  one 
member  without  providing  it  for  another. 
An  arrangement  could  be  made  if  the  mem- 


bership were  confined  to  one  locality,  but 
it  could  not  be  done  over  the  whole  country. 

Following  several  complimentary  refer- 
ences to  the  dental  treatment  provided,  the 
report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  G.  Thorpe  and  Mr.  P.  Coley  were 
elected  president  and  vice-president  respec- 
tively, and  the  C.W.S.  directors  were 
reappointed  ns  the  committee. 


Amalgamating  Insurances. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Butterworth  (London)  proposed 
a notice  of  motion  approving  of  the  Bill 
being  pressed  forward  by  Mr.  T.  T.  Broad. 
M.l  with  a view  to  amalgamating  the 
health,  unemployment,  and  accident  insur- 
ances, old-age  pensions,  Ac.,  and  expressing 
pleasure  that  the  Bill,  if  passed  into  law, 
Mould  do  away  with  the  Poor-Law  and  its 
consequent  evils. 

The  committee  asked  Mr.  Butterworth  to 
withdraw  the  motion,  and  after  some  discus- 
sion he  did  so,  for  the  reason  that  the  Bill 
had  not  yet  been  made  public.  He  said, 
however,  that  he  intended  to  put  it  forward 
at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  J.  Pope:  (Sheffield)  put  forward*  a 
notice  of  motion,  which  the  committee  sug- 
gested should  be  divided1.  1 Mr.  Pope  agreed 
to, the  suggestion,  arid  tlie  fiiAf  portion,  wel- 
coming the  introduction  of  , one  card  for 
health  and  uneriiploj-meiit  Ifrisurance,  and 
Promising  co-operatfjbn  in  .tiio  elimination  of 
.yaate,  was  accepted  .witHdut  comment. 

The  second  portion , "to  ’Mi%fr  the  Olinir- 


iposed,  read 


-l1l]icsn'd  the  committee  were- joppi 
ils,  fyljows  : — ‘‘Believing  {hut1  the  co-opera 
tiY£  movement  is  eminently  adapted  to  se- 
cure  .file  fullest  advantage  to Jts  employees 
by  a, special  scheme,  steps  tp  lie  immediately 
takjen  to  secure  the  approval  of  the  Ministers 
to  the  co-operative  movement  being  recog- 
nised as  an  industry  within  the  meaning  ol 
Section  No.  18  of  the  Act  " 


There  was  opposition  to  this  proposal,  and 
after  a short  discussion  it  was  rejected  by 
a fairly  big  majority. 


CONGRESS  INAUGURAL 

ADDRESS. 


[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  ^ews.”] 


Sir, — I have  attended  Congress  fur  111  any 
years  and  noted  tlie  disadvantage  of  dele- 
gates in  not  having  a printed  copy  of  tlie 
president’s  inaugural  address  before  them. 
Printed  copies  are  available  for  members  ol 
the  Central  Boa,rd,  and  as  the  type  is  already 
set  up,  I recommend  the  Central  Board  tc 
print  a sufficient  number  of  copies  in  order 
that  each  delegate  may  also  have  a cony 
before  them.  Such  a course  woidd  give  tile 
same  privilege  to  delegates  as  that  enjovexi 
by  members  of  the  Central  Board. —Yours 
&e., 

T.  M.  Youno. 

■ Manager,  St.  Cuthbert’s. 

Edinburgh,  April  26th,  1922'. 
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USEFUL  WORK. 


1 " G,  19^ 


SHEERNESS  EXTENDS. 

NEW  TAILORING  AND  OUTFITTING  DEPARTMENTS. 


THE  SOCIETY’S  FINANCES. 


WHY  NOT  A SHIELD 


SOUTH  SUBURBANS  EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES. 

8opth  Suburban  Society  continues  its 
useful  educational  work,  and  at  a conference 
of  the  management  and  educational  com- 
mittees, guilds,  and  auxiliary  bodies,  which 
was  held  at  Catford  on  Saturday,  a very 
satisfactory  report  of  the  half-year  s work 
was  presented. 

The  committee  stated  that  they  were 
pleased  to  report  a steady  increase  of  interest 
in  co-operative  education.  Two  very  success- 
ful one-day  schools  had  been  held  at  Bromley 
and  Thornton  Heath.  Conferences,  by  means 
of  which  the  committee  have  got  into  touch 
with  democratic  organisations  and  endeavoured 
to  stimulate  local  interest  in  the  activities  of 
the  society  and  in  educational  matters  gene- 
rally, have  been  held  in  various  districts. 
Following  the  conference  held  at  Sevenoaks,  in 
September,  a very  successful  branch  of  the 
Workers’  Educational  Association  has  been 
formed.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for 
a tutorial  class  to  be  held  in  the  lecture  room, 
Croydon,  and  attempts  are  being^made  to 
form  a class  to  meet  at  Bromley.  A two- 
days’  school  has  been  arranged,  at  Penge,  on 
June  17th  and  18th,  at  which  Mr.  T.  Hackett 
(Birmingham)  will  deliver  a series  of  lectures 
on  “ Growth  of  Human  Society.”  These  and 
other  special  features  of  educational  work  will 
continue  to  receive  the  committee’s  attention, 
but  they  regret  that  they  are  faced  with 
restricted  grants  due  to  the  falling-off  of  trade 
Surplus. 

Junior  Guilds  and  Comrades'  Circles. 

The  efficiency  of  the  Junior  Guild  organise 
tion,  proceeded  the  report,  continued  to 
improve.  Each  guild  had  now  a definite 
programme  of  tuition  under  good  leadership, 
assisted  by  enthusiastic  voluntary  workers. 
An  examination  was  held  during  March  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  based 
on  “ Our  Story  ” ; and  the  results  were 
gratifying,  since  this  was  the  first  attempt 
at  this  work  in  the  Croydon  and  Penge  sections. 
A class  for  guild  teachers  was  being  held  at 
Penge,  under  the  leadership  of  the  educa- 
tional secretary.  Concerts  and  displays  had 
been  or  would  be  given  by  each  guild  before 
the  end  of  present  session.  A new  guild 
was  being  formed  at  Sevenoaks,  and  further' 
extensions  were  anticipated  in  the  coming 
session.  The  Circles  at  Brotrrley,  Catford, 
and  Sutton  continued  to  do  good  work. 
Lectures  have  been  delivered,  and  there  is  an 
increasing  activity  in  sports,  cycling,  and 
rambling  clubs,  particularly  at  Catford  and 
Sutton. 

There  were  now  three  choral  societies  in  . 
.continuous  practice ; whilst  the  Men's  and 
Women’s  Guilds  continue  their  activities. 
Joint  social  cmrrmiltces  continue  to  arrange 
social  activities  at  Bromley,  Croydon, 'Pen ge, 
atrd  Sutton,  and  regular  social  events  are 
arranged  by  guilds  at  Brixton,  Catford,  and 
South  NonvoocJ. 


By  alterations  and  adaptations  at  No.  1, 
The  Broadway,  Sheerness  Society  has  provided 
an  excellently  fitted  tailoring  and  outfitting 
department.  Situated  right  in  the  centre  of 
Sheemess,  the  premises  present  a very  bold 
appearance,  and  one  looks  in  vain,  unless  it  be 
the  very  fine  front  of  the  society’s  drapery 
department,  to  find  a front  to  equal  it  in 
the  town. 

The  Sheerjiess  Society  is  a most  progressive 
society.  Having  but  a population  of  22,000, 
it  can  boast  of  a membership  of  5,600,  a trade 
in  1921  of  £240,000,  and  share  capital  of  over 
£90,000.  It  has  twenty 
branches,  and  190  em- 
ployees. Before  the  two 
local  societies  were 
amalgamated,  some  two 
years  ago,  Sheerness 
could  boast  of  the  oldest 
society  in  the  kingdom 
— the  Sheerness  Econo- 
mical Society,  formed  in 
1816.  The  Sheerness 
Co-operative  Society  had 

also  a long  record,  since 
it  was  founded  in  1849. 

Up-to-date 
Departments. 

The  new  depart- 
ments are  well-fitted, 
and  equipped  for  carry- 
ing on  a big  trade.  On 
the  ground  floor  the 
shop  front  is  composed 
of  two  windows,  each  9 
feet  wide,  with  4 feet 
returns.  There  are  four 
counters.  The  outfitting 
department  is  planned 
so  as  to  provide  a room 
32  feet  by  16  feet,  whilst  the  tailoring  depart- 
ment is  placed  on  the  first  floor,  approached 
by  a staircase  from  the  shop,  and  provides  a 
fitting-room,  space  for  public,  counter,  and 
cutter’s  table.  The  workroom  is  26  feet  by 
16  feet,  and  is  sufficient  to  provide  accom- 
modation for  sixteen  worker's.  The  basement 
is  mainly  utilised  as  a heating-chamber,  but 
one  portion  is  used  as  a storeroom.  The 
second  floor  is  also  used  as  a storeroom,  and 
in  the  near  future  it  is  confidently  anticipated 
that  one  of  the  rooms  will  have  to  be  fittep 
for  the  accommodation  of  extra  hands  in  the 
bespoke  department.  The  C.W.S.  architects’ 
department  were  responsible  for  the  plans. 

In  order  to  provide  the  members  with  an 
opportunity  of  celebrating  this  new  step,  a 


concert-meeting  was  held,  over  which  Mr. 
W.  R.  Angear  (chairman  of  the  society) 
presided. 

The  Society's  Sound  Position. 

During  the  evening  Mr.  W.  H.  Mason 
(manager  and  secretary)  gave  an  interesting 
and  instinctive  statement  of  the  sound  finan- 
cial position  of  the.  society.  He  said  the  Sheer- 
ness Society  was  in  the  bappy  and  proud  posi- 
tion of  possessing  capital  over  and  above  its 
requirements,  brought  about  mainly  by  the 
systematic  depreciation  over  a long  number 


of  thk  New  Departments, 

of  yearn.  The  original  cost  of  land,  buildings, 
plant,  and  fixtures  was  £79,251.  Depreciation 
to  the  amount  of  £44,746  had  been  allowed, 
leaving  the  present  nominal  value  £34,505. 
When  the  cost  of  the  alterations  and  adapta- 
tion of  No.  1,  Broadway,  No.  50,  Alma-street, 
and  tjjp  new  milk  depot  had  been  paid,  the 
society  would  have  invested  with  the  C.W.S. 
in  shares  £8,640,  in  loans  £15,800,  or  a total  in 
all  of  £24,440.  In  addition,  there  was  invested 
in  war  loans  and  bonds  £1,494,  and  in  various 
productive  societies  £835.  The  total  balance 
sheet  value  of  buildings  and  fixtures  was, 
roughly,  £27,000,  which  but  represented  the 
present-day  value  of  the  central  premises.  In 
addition,  the  society  had  reserves  amounting  ot 
£7,250. 


SUGGESTION  FOR  INGREASlvp 
“ NEWS  ” CIRCULATION. 

HELPFUL  MEETING  AT 

GRAVESEND. 

Many  helpful  suggestions  for  u„ 

lion  uf  the  various  cooperative  pulili.,oi, , 
creasing  their  usefulness  to  the  ordinal.  ,,leUl.  ' 
made  at  the  conference  arranged  h\  Hie  k.  i t p ' ’ 
Association  and  the  Southern  Sectional  A.K  , r 
mittee  of  the  National  Fut>li>liing  Socm,  fti, 
ferenee  was  held  at  Grave-mid,  in  ti„.‘  M ^ ’ 
Institute,  on  Saturday.  Some  fifty  <*ld  j-i 
responded  to  the  roll  call. 

Mr.  Clunne  (president  of  the  local 
the  chair  ami  welcomed  the  delegates.  ||,  |ri,  J" 
all  were  imbued  with  the  desire  m in, " 
stabilis©  the  circulation  of  co-operate. 

The  reason  perhaps  Hint  a greater  attendant* 
seen  was  that  several  functions  had  happen, ,|  ,|,r. 
the  jiast  ten  days,  and  as  the  means  ,,(  M„,, 
were  now  somewhat  restricted,  he  thought  p,,. 
a tangible  reason  for  the  dearth  of  mpi, 

Alderman  T.  M.  M'Uiff  (Advisory  c.m ,twq 

perhaps  what  they  lacked  m numbers  n,,v  „ . 
display  in  quality.  Coherences  had  tlnir 
They  talked  and  reasoned  with  the  nlrcmK 
As  a member  of  a general  committee,  l„ 
vinced  of  the  need^of  education.*  They  j|.  ^ 
even  with  office-bearers,  and  it  was  inteminisl 

their  tens  of  thousands  of  meinhci  -il „ 

in  the  clouds  and  never  looked  for  !h<-  r,4|„ 

movement  to  be  touched  by  the  trade  deni. 
oilier  commercial  crises.  Tlioy  needed  a |,i. , 
seminate  and  mould  opinion;  needed  a pi,..  ,,,,, 

the  enemy  press'  hold  headlines,  mngiutyiig 
live  setbacks;  and  although  they  lacked  a daily  ,,, 
they  owned  a weekly,  with  its  limited  , ulatn  „ 
the  apathy  shown  towards  it  was  appalling  aid  ,| 
heartening.  Societies  hud  not  taken  up  the  clrculaii 
and  handling  on  business  lilies.  Till"  n,,  „ 
cause  of  the  present  position.  The  i.-  • <1  . | „ 
press  was  clearly  seen  nml  fell,  and  u dun  i(, 
best  efforts  to  accomplish  wliat  they  i , . «•  «...  i 
their  interest,  They  should  adopt  a Im  m, ailiiaj 
To  ncceierut©  progress,  to  guide  and  direct  n««  ic 
weak  members  was  to  have  at  command  nnMiijii, 
that  would  be  read  in  every  home  by  old  ami  y,.Ur.| 
They  had  such  publication';  it  was  now  ilirir  mU 
to  decide  how  to  - push  the  sales  ami  gel  tin- 
to  read  mid  reflect. 

An  Extension  Foreshadowed 

Mr.  Mark  H.  Clear  (district,  -erchn  i , d,  t 
member  of  the  Advisory  Committee,  lie  cmid  |in. 
shadow  nn  extension  of  their  " New  " ■- -u.  - |>- 

idea  was  to  Aectionalise,  At  present  Hi*  ImimIm,  ni 
too  great  for  any  weekly  organ,  to  cam  I hr  fi.-n 
weekly  paper  was  overloaded,  and  In  wel,..,m,l  it* 
proposed  expansion.  Tlic  Publishing  s.  *i*iy  n i . 
welcomed  and  flnanecd  district  conferein  . . liny  ,<  dj 

in  u round-table  conference  .if  general,' .-due, itionil.wS 
Women's  Guild  committees,  with  a view  t.,  ..,gam-.r< 
and  stimulating  -ale*.  Nothing  would  nuproc  it* 

the  past  and  present  nmd<lllng  along  j„elli,«i<.  c l 

instituted  a real  business  basis  for  nil  |c,ni. 

publications.  Someone  sliould  lie  app.,inl.  ,l  «lm  o-i'-l 

devote  the  time  n-eessuiy,  and  In-  ■ ■/ 

cut  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  and  g.t  " "]  - 1 
persons  to  deal  with  mnp]>cd  out  areas.  Ilf  i"' 
particulars  of  the  tales  of  cooperative  piiblle*n,“ 
in  the  district. 

An  Interesting  Suggestion 
Mr.  CIiiii no  (Gravesend)  thought  the  si,n|.||,»  gif 
o(  the  sales  in  Kent  of  great  value  and  i„,|.<.ri" 
and  lie  proposed  that  n copy  lie  sent  to  every 
concerned  and  every  educational  .omiitlllee 
Women’s  Guild,  as  well  as  Children's  fir.  I.  It  i-.'fM 
engender  a healthy  rivalry.  " Why  not  also  lime, 

A district  shield,  to  he  woll  by  tli>>-> 
sale*  and  circulation  in  proportion  (..  a 
hership?"  he  asked. 

tMr.  Jfiiinplirey  (Chatham)  said  there 
time  in  history  when  a press  was 
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MAY-DAY  IN  LONDON. 

A HUpE  PROCESSION. 

The  advent  trfcthi?  “ Merry  Month  of  May  ” 
Which  fills  spring  poets  with  ecstacy,  hardly 
lived  up  to  its  reputation  as  far  as  London  is 
concerned.  Something  had  evidently  gone 
wrong  with  the.  calendar.  Despite  all  dis- 
appointments as  to  the  weather,  co-operators, 
Labour  people,  and  trade  unionists,  with  true 
Mark  Tapley  spirit,  made  the  most  of  their 
day’s  respite  from  work. 

The  procession,  which  was  marshalled  on 
the  Embankment,  was  one  of  the  longest 
which  had  been  witnessed  at  the  celebration. 
The  Women's  Guilds,  with1  their  bright  and 
attractive  banners,  made  a fine  show.  A 
number  of  young  co-operators  were  in  fancy 
costume,  representing  co-operative  produc- 
tions and  also  the  publications  of  the  National 
Publishing  Society.  The  imposing  proces- 
sion took  over  an  hour  to  pass  through  the 
Kings  way. 

There  was  a very  large  assembly  in  Hyde 
Park  at  the  various  platforms  at  which  a 
resolution  was  put  and  carried  calling  upon  the 
British  workers  to  link  up  their  forces,  indus- 
trially and  politically,  for  the  defence  of  such 
liberties  as  the  working  classes  still  possess. 
It  congratulated  the  workers  of  Soviet  Russia 
upon  having  successfully  resisted  all  the 
efforts  of  world  capitalism  to  starve  them  out 
of  power.  At  the  same  time,  a deep  sense 
of  horror  and  shame  was  expressed  at  the 
“ unspeakable  tragedy  of  the  Volga  Famine.” 

• • • M 1 » ‘ 


The  last  week  or  so  has  been  full  of  events 
in  connection  with  the  educational  department 
of  the  South  Suburban  Society.  On  Tuesday, 
last  week,  the  Caterham  Junior  Guild  gave  a 
programme  of  songs,  recitations,  choruses, 
dances,  &c.,  in  the  Parish  Hall  to  a good 
audience,  and  the  Sutton  Junior  Guild  gave  a 
similar  concert  on  the  following  evening  in  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  Sutton.  Both  events  were 
very  successful. 

On  Monday  this  week  the  Penge  and  Becken- 
ham Choral  Society  were  prominent  in  an 
excellent  concert  programme,  the  soloists  being 
Miss  C.  A.  Spite,  Miss  Z.  Vera,  Miss  M.  Herbert, 
J)lr.  C.  Hill,  Mr.  L.  Scott,  and  Mr.  H.  Gosling. 
A concert  and  display  of  games,  dances,  exer- 
cises, &c.,  was  given  in  the  St. Saviour’s  Mission 
Room,  Brixton,  on  Wednesday  by  the  Brixton 
Junior  Guild. 

In  our  last  issue  a report  was  published  of  a 
concert  given  by  the  Woolwich  Co-operative 
Choir,  in  which  a correspondent  stated  that 
the  choir  won  the  Earl  Grey  Challenge  Shield 
at  the  Crystal  Palace  last  year.  Mr.  W. 
Stewart  (secretary  of  the  South  Suburban 
Society’s  educational  committee)  writes  as 
follows : “ This  shield  is  in  our  possession, 
having  been  won  by  the  Croydon  Choir  of  the 
South  Suburban  Society.” 

Mr.  D.  Mason  (educational  secretary  of  the 
Enfield  Highway  Society)  lectured  on  the  in- 
teresting subject  of  “ C’o-operation  and 
Esperanto  ” to  the  members  of  the  Enfield 
Town  Mixed  Guild,  in  the  Waldron  Hall, 
Enfield,  on  Saturday  evening  last.  Mr.  Mason 
said  that  co-operation  had  not  only  national, 
but  international  implications,  and  as  inter- 


nationalism grew  in  spirit  and  intensity  the 
need  for.  a practical  language  that  could  be 
used  in  the  everyday  intercourse  of  life  between 
nations  became  self-evident. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  educational  com- 
mittee of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society,  Mr.  D. 
Mason  (educational  secretary)  gave  his  second 
lecture  on  " Methods  of  Teaching,”  in  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  on  Friday  evening  of  last 
week.  Mrs.  Davie  presided,  and  there  was  a 
good  attendance.  Mr.  Mason  explained  that 
all  methods  of  teaching  should  be  along  the 
lines  of  interesting  the  children,  and  the  in- 
herent love  of  the  juvenile  for  fairy  tales, 
stories  of  adventure,  &c.,  should  be  encouraged. 

.Delegates  from  London  are  offered  special 
travelling  facilities  during  Whit-week  Congress 
at  Brighton.  Comfortable  M'Leod  motor- 
coaches  will  be  run  daily  by  the  Royal  Areenal 
Society  from  London.  Other  coaches  will  be 
stationed  at  Brighton  ready  to  take  delegates 
to  Eastbourne,  Bognor,  Hastings,  Arundel, 
and  other  beauty  spots  and  places  of  interest 
on  the  south  coast.  Full  particulars  of  excur- 
sions from  Brighton  will  be  announced  daily 
in  the  Congress  Hall. 

Mr.  S.  Rees  (national  organiser  of  the  Co- 
operative Party)  has  initiated  a new  branch  of 
the  Men’s  Guild  for  Acton  and  Shepherd’s 
Bush,  in  the  London  Society’s  area.  At  a 
meeting  on  Friday,  last  -week,  Mr.  Rees  gave 
an  inspiring  address  dealing  with  the  functions 
of  the  guild. 

The  London  Society  disposed  of  92J  tons  of 
seed  potatoes  amongst  their  members  for 
Easter  planting,  .this  being  an  increase  of  over 
25  per  cent,  over  last  year. 


put  before  Uie  world  (lie*  worker-’  elidin'.  •'*' 

Mr.  Croft  (Gravesend)  believed  il  would  fo  ■"',l 

xpon-e  to  pay  someone  a wag.-  Ural  wl'h.  J' 

1.000  member*  in  a society.  Even  if  tin 

educational  value  gained  would  reply  * -1 
sandfold.  Subsidy,  ill  oilier  word*.  ««■  ■ "l>  *r,ibi 
phase  of  advertising. 

Mr-  Cole  (Gravesend)  J.-sir.-d  to  know  ,1 
"Woman's  Outlook'!  *ul**  had  any  eif.,i  u|-n 
"News”  circulation.  The  scitiorialising  M»« 
h-r  views,  and  socnied  u good  mov. 

Mr.  Howe  (Cliulliam).  Mr-  Ik. lor  (Grav'  •"ll-  ,l,‘ 
Winfield  (Gravesend),  and  tlio  Gray-  win>-  ■l'*'**" 
all  took  part  in  the  di<-cu-xfon. 

Alderman  M'Giff  replied  to  many  qie  Jam 

Tin-  District  Secretary  agreed  to  -end  out  |«n  u“  ‘ 
ot  (lie  *Jiles  nl  cooperative  publication,  rt  * 
were  directly  concerned. 

PRIZES  FOR  WINDOW 

DISPLAYS. 

.Mkssiis  R.  Bbodiiick  mid  I Foil  It  " l ’j 
given  their  award  with  respect  to  t'1' 
window  displays  at  tJie  brain  Jim  ol  1 
London  Co-oforntive  .Society. 

Islington  obtained  the  pr.-mui  I1' 
whilst  prizes  were  allotted  in  ether  id* 
follows; — lia, 

Stratford  area.- I.  Southend.  -• 
ford;  3,  Central  Park.  , yult. 

Edmonton  area. — 1.  Wood  Green  ; - 
street ; 3,  Horitsey-road.  j, 

\^  • I -I-  -i  area  1 1 

West  Ealing;  3,  Acton. 

The  judges  add.  **  W ith  ■>  |i, 

the  window  displays  attained  1 
standard  of  excellenre.  :,rr!  r |PfL  |U- 
credit  to  the  I«ondon  Society  n,  j p* 
concerned.  The  originality,  design 
skill  displayed  excofd  any  ™ > \V* 

within  our  r-o-opernlive  ex|*en  'a  (e 

would  further  add  that  the  Ia»  ,err 
operative  Society's  window  uitpj 
the  outstanding  feature  in  ( ^ 

trading  district,  and  we  ' (je  W 

conducive  to  development  of  tr,‘ 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


7 


Jt«  Iy-2' 


ivy  Towers 


EdWin  Elliott 


ffuihor  of  T fie  SfTi/ie  oi  D.r>e pd(- tty 

J Voicefain  Romance  " efc. 


Chapter  XV. — A Moonlight  Ride — and 
After  ! 

Stki.i.a  was  not  an'  adept  at  fainting.  It 
Was  Jin  .nininplivliineiit.slie  had  never  prac- 
lj5erj.  She  linj-.  never.  ev<an  indulged  in  a 
picturesque  imitation’  tof.  that  interesting, 
weakness'.  She  w as  too-'  perver  sely  healthy  to 
|, e upset  hy  t » ifles,  affd’she  tui.;  so  riilieu-. 
joggly  honest  that  slip  ’,Vj?l|ltj  have  nothing  to 
J,i  u i tli  pretty  chains., 

She  had  never  fainted  in  Iter  life  before. 
But,  as  might  have  been 'expected,  when  her 
(line  came  to  yield  site  yielded  completely.  ■ 
t'nconsiioiisness  had  her  in  its  grip 
’ absolutely. 

Even  when  she  did  open  her  eyes  it  was 
many  d nids  ere  memory  tame  to  her.  She 
stared  vm-antly  into  somebody’s  face,  <-ome- 
btxly  who  was  chafing  her  hands  and  her 
wrists,  and  her  brow  in  a peculiarly  gentle, 
though  somewhat  agitated  manner.  And 
somehow,  though  in  that  dreamlike  condition 
she  could  not  exac  tly  say  w hy,  a curious,  but 
not  unpleasant  flutter  of  agitation  begau  to 
pulsate  in  her  own  breast. 

But  dreams  pass,  and  .reality  comes  upon 
us  with  a shock.  Memory  is  an  ill -regulated 
tiling.  Sometimes  it  tantalises  us  by  refus- 
ing lo  answer  to  our  pall.'  At  other  times 
it  comes  upon  us  with  a mad  rush,  utterly 
regiudless  < f the  condition  we  may  be  in  to 
receive  its  revelations. 

Thus  it  was  with  Stella.  In  a moment 
die  remembered  all,  and  she  knew  that  it 
was  Aubrey  who  was  kneeling  by  her  side, 
and  that  it  had  bean  lie  who  had  come  to  the 
rescue  in  the  moment  of  her  direst  peril, 
that  it  was  his  aims  which  had  caught  her 
ns  she  was  falling,  and  that  she  had  shrieked 
out  his  Christian  name  in  that  agonised 
moment  without  the  least  regard  for  conven- 
tion or  propriety. 

And  so,  as  the  remembrance  of  it  all  rushed 
over  her,  a convulsive  shudder  seized  her, 
and  an  icy  chill  swept  her  cheeks.  But  the 
chill  passed  swiftly,  and  was  succeeded  by  a 
fiery  glow. 

Her  first  impulse  was  to  draw  her  hand 
from  his  and  press  it  to  her  brow.  Her  next 
was  to  struggle,  with  difficulty,  into  a sitting 
lwsiti'  n.  Then  she  strove  fur  words,  but 
the  I -,ir  of  being  incoherent  kept  her  silent, 
awl  he  -poke  first. 

" Thank  God  you  are  better.  I have 
scarcely  known  what  to  do.  There  is  no 
help  to  be  got  for  miles,  and  I could  not, 
dared  not,  leave  yen.” 

" Have  I been  unconscious  long?"  she 
«sked.  speaking  with  some  difficulty. 

"About  ten  minutes.  I had  my  brandy- 
fli'k  with  me,  but  unfortunately  it  was 
empty . There  is  a brook  on  the  further  side 
ul  this  hill,  and  I had  to  leave  you  for  a 
inmate  or  two  tc  get  some  water.  That  is 
nil  I have  been  able  to  do." 

. " I am  so  grateful  to  you,"  she  said,  look- 
wg  into  his  anxious  face  with  shining  eyes. 

* win  never  be  grateful  enough.’' 

1 Hush,  hush!”  be  said  with  fervour.  “ I 
wn  thankful  beyond  Words  that  I happened 
to  lie  v a the  spot." 

plio  glanced  around  her  somewhat  foar- 
jwly,  but  found  that  they  were  quite  alone, 
■be  was  sitting  on  the  lull  .slop?,  and  lie  was 
"ow  standing  by  her  side.  His  maimer  was 
Wave,  bo  was  studiously  polite,  and  he  was 
“Spacefill  of  decorum  as  he  would  have  been 
,at*  fl'c  prying  eyes  cf  society  been  fixed 
01*011  them. 

‘ komeliiMv  this  extreme  punctiliousness 
fattier  vexed  her  at  the  moment,  and  the 
'PXiitiou.  crept  into  her  voice  as  slit-  said  : 

, lease  help  me  up.  I reckon  I'm  a hit 
* hut  I’ll  be  all  right  soon." 

V>u  had  better  sit  still  a little  lciiger.” 

’ Ao.  no J I’m  pretty  strong,  you  know. 
DnV"fl'')y  aslWn*tl  of  troubling  you  so 

Trouble  ?" 

» glance  into  bis  face  that 
'>0.1  havoc  with  lii-s  equanimity,  ere  she 
i.l.?i  , r -:,ze  to  tb?  grass,  and  began  to 
1 the  blades  rather  pettishly. 

b'f'irse  I'm  a trouble,"  she  said  wiili- 
Vn«.  ,i  l,P-  " You  are  polite  enough  to 
oi.  lJ10  contrary.  1 know;  but  that  is  only 
I ||  ?*.  the  white  lies  of  convention.  Well, 
help1'-  1 <an  set  11  10  ln-v  without 

n}  ketlic-r  she  spoke -Hi  pique,  or  whether  iff 
Lna  “ T'r'o  of  involuntary  coquetry,  t.ro- 
effLv  *1,e  herself  did- not  know.  But  its 
even  ''tis  "'-stantuneous.  Before  she  conld 
li;tj  n i'ko  a feint  of  raising  herself  Auhr.-V 
lifted  nrni  “round  her.  and  iuid’ I 

fij »«  And  she  noticed, 

Wilt  though  she  >ras 
Vprv  ci  *°  stiVUtl  without  support,  be  w.-t-T' 
*»is,  0V',’  removing  Ills  arm  from  her. 
Cvi„’i  ''  l.'othei;  he  noticed  that  she 

a'^Cat!T'lKm'!at  llis  '™nt  of-  luwte 
Aub“,.  ?.’.r,?priel.“'s  , nr‘‘  , proprieties  and 
litr  and  5™""“*  Siel','<1  !,i  ie  rolroeed 
A'c  Jou  siire  V|JU  strong  enough  to 


— 'er — let  me  take  you  home?  We  have  a 
long  walk  before  us." 

“ You  are  very  kind,”  she  replied,  also 
sighing  a.  little.  " I am  so  sorry  lo  give  you 
any  further  trouble.  But  1 confess  that  ’I 
feel  nervous  at  the  thought  of  a long  walk 
back  by  myself,  especially  as  it  will  be  quit-2 
dark  befoie  I can  possibly  hope  to  reach  I\'y 
Towers.  How  many  miles  am  I from 
home  ?" 

“ About  twelve.  That  is  too  much  for  you 
tfi  walk.  jVIy  friend  Sturgiss’  farmhouse  k> 
about  - tluee-nml-a-ha IT  miles  from  heru.- 
lle  will  gladly  lend  mo  bis  trap  to "drive  you 
lionje' in.-  • Three: or- ■fovir -miles  are  less  than 
twelve.  I think  that  will  be  best.,  Don’t 
you?"  , - ♦ - 

‘‘Yes,"  she  sighed.  “That  will  be  best. 
But— but  you  have  not  yet  told  me  Where— 
he-^-that  dre:Td/ul-man  is.’’ 

- She  looked  around,  trembling  visibly,  ard 
he  almost  roughly'  she  thought,  ’caught  lrer 
.arm,  niubdreiv  it  within  liis! 

“ He  made  himself  scarce  as  quickly  as  he 
could,"  replied  Aubrey,  clenching  his  teeth. 
“ I knocked  him  down,  and  when  he  strug-' 
glecl  to  Ids  feet  again,  though  lie  looked  ax.il' 
he3vyould  like  , to  murder  me,  he  had  sense 
enough'  to  see  That  the  odds  were  against 
him.  So  he — er— bolted  in  fact." 

“ Did  you— cr— hurt  him  much?’- 

" I marked  him,"  rejoined  the  young  man. 
as  he  glanced  significantly  at  his  knuckles. 
"I  felt  like  breaking  every  hone  in  lvis 
body."  - - 

" Ob ! I am  afraid,"  she  ejaculated,  as  she 
gave  bis  arm  a little  nervous. grip. 

“•  Afraid  of  what?" 

“ I am  afraid  he  will  do  you  an  injury  of 
some  kind!  He  is  a desperate  man,  and  very 
revengeful," 

"Have  no  fear.  Miss  Hazlelhorpe.  I can 
take  care  of  myself.  Now  let  us  try  and  get 
to  Sturgiss’." 

To  Sturgiss’  they  went,  while  the  light  of 
day'  remained  to  them.  They  did  not  talk 
much,  for  Stella  felt  strangely  shy,  and 
Aubrey’s  manner  was  curiously  reserved. 
He  was  -not  cold  or  distant,  and  she  was 
plainly  wishful  that  he  should  not  be  so. 
But  she  saw  that  he  was  putting  a strong 
restraint  upon  himself. 

However,  he  was  very  attentive,  very 
gentle,  and  took  abundant  care  of  her.  He 
helped  her  over  stiles,  lie  assisted  her  up  the 
steeper  hills,  and  he  lifted  her  across  an 
occasional  ditch.  And  she  didn’t  protest  one 
bit,  even  when  he  took  her  into  Ids  strong 
arms,  and  seemed  to  think  no  more  of  her 
weight  than  he  would  that  of  n baby. 

Before  it  was  quite  dark  they  arrived  at 
the  farmhouse  of  Mr.  Sturgiss,  and  lound 
tliab  gentleman  very  willing  to  loan  them 
his  comfortable  pony-chaise. 

Then  the  two  started  for  home,  a matter 
of  an  hour-and-a-hnlf’s  drive  by  the  light  of 
the  low-lying  moon. 

To  Stella  the  ride  was  both  blissful  and 
agitating.  She  was  happy — she  did  not 
attempt  to  disguise  the  fact  from  herself — 
to  sit  beside  this  strong,  determined  young 
man,  who  had  come  to  Irer  rescue  in  a manner 
distinctly  romantic. 

Yes,  she  was  happy,  and  she  was  agitated. 
She  knew  that  she  loved  him,  and  she  knew, 
oh,  yes,  dlie  knew,  that  he  loved  ber. 

But,  what  was  to  be  the  end  of  it  all? 
Would  be — could  lie  ? — ask  her  to  he  his 
wife?  She  trembled;  She  knew  that  lie  was 
one  pf  those  who  would  unhesitatingly  sacri- 
fice themselves  unon  the  altar  of  duty  ; and 
she  knew  that  lie  kept  his  dead  sister’s 
memory  in  the  very  sanctuary  of  his  heart. 
She  knew  nothing  could  shake  his  belief  in 
Naomi’s  guilt  except  the  conviction  of  the 
real  culprit.  Aiul  that  real  culprit  was — she 
could  not  doubt  it — Horace. 

AY  hat  an  awful  tangle!  Tilings  could  not 
be  straightened  out.  Truth  itself,  in  this 
case,  was  a crooked  thing,  a horrible  ghastly 
wreck  of  many  hearts  and  lives  And  so  she 
Was  happy  and  agitated,  alarmed  and  exul- 
tant, terrified  and  triumphant. 

They  did  not  talk  much,  and  yet  they  were 
not  exactly  silent.  Aubrev,  from  time  to 
time,  spoke  on  matters  iiuliffeiont.  the 
weather,. the  country,  the  moonlight.  At., 
varying  these  commonplace  topics  with  soli- 
citous inquiries  as  to  her  comfort. 

She  talked  but  little,  for  a newborn  shy- 
ness held  her  usually  fluent  tongue  i i check. 
All  her  volubility  was  gone..  and  sire  was  just 
a shy,  retiring  girl  without  a ha’porth  of 
self-assertion. 

, She. was  conscious  of  an  indefinite  sort  of 
feeling  that  she' wished  the  ride  to  continue. 
It  was"  a sort 'of : delicious  interregnum  that 
did  not  belong  to  -actuality,  a waking  dream 
that  was  not  bound  by  the  ordinary  compu- 
tations of  dUratidri1.'' 

But  there  came  a time  when  ibis  condition 
of  nebulosity  hath  to,,  bs  brought  to  an  end. 
An  byur-and-a-liaIf.,caniK>t  be  prolonged  for 
more  than  ninety ''minutes,  and  at  last' 
Aubrey  turned  into  the  high  road  in -which: 
the  ‘big  gates  of  Ivy  Towers  park  litre 
situated.  Then  he  said  to  her. 

"Shall  I drive  you  up  to  the  gates, -of- 
would  you  prefer  to  alight  here?" 

They  had  stopped  beneath  t he  shadow  of 
some  high  trees,  whose  branches  spread  far 
over  the  high,  close  fence  ivliliih  divided  the 
park  from  the  public  rebel,  the  other  ^ide  of 


which  was  bounded  by  a high,  thickset 
hedge. 

It  was  considerate  and  tactful  on  the  part 
of  Aubrey  to  stop  and  put  tire  question  to 
Stella.  He  thought  it  probable  that  she 
would  like- to  keep  the  whole  adventure  to 
herself,  and  net  to  set  tongues  wigging  by 
driving  up  to  the  park  gates  in  company  with 
himself. 

Stella  noted  at  once  his  delicacy  and 
thoughtfulness,  and  though  she  felt  a de- 
cided sense  of  dismay  now  that  the  ride 
had  come  to  an  end.  she  was  grateful  to 
him  for  his  consideration.  Her  decision  was 
taken  at  once. 

" It  will  be  better  to  alight  here."  she 
replied  with  a plaintive  "little  sigh.  "I 
.would  rather  approach  the  gates  alone.  I 
can  then  make  such  excuses  as  I may 
think  best  for  my  extended  absence.  Please 
help  me  down." 

He  sprang  from  the  chaise  and  assisted 
her  to  alight,  and  then  they  stood  beneath 
the  shadow  of  the  trees,  both  uncomfortably 
conscious  that  the  moment  of  parting  had 
come. 

Silently  Stella  held  out  her  hand,  and  he 
took  it  with  a grip  that  was  almost  pain- 
ful. But  she  would  not  have  flinched  had 
tlie  pressure  been  twice  as  great.  He  did 
not  seem  -inclined  to  let  it  go,  and  she,  of 
course,  could  not  be  so  churlish  as  to  try 
and  withdraw  it. 

, Arid  so  they  stood  quite  still,  silent  and 
embarrassed,  for  quite  thirty  seconds,  at 
tire  . end  cf  which  Stella  said,  rather  quaver- 
inglv  : — 

It  .must  be  g-good-bye  u-noiv,  I s-sup- 
pose.  Y-you  have  been  v-very  good  t-to 
me,  I shall  never  f-forget  it." 

She  bent-  her  head,  and  upon  his  hand 
he'  felt  a warm  tear-drop  fall. 

We  know  by  this  time  that  he  was  a 
young  man, who  prided'  himself  on  bis  self- 
control.  But  this- tear-drop  .swept  it  away 
in  a in  o i light  - ; jSh  e,  -.yyiiS  trembling,  and  she. 
was— oh.  .fipre  ivas  no  dbuht  about  it — cry-, 
ing.  - He  ipJd' himself  only  a 

natural  touch  nf  hysteria,  and  that  it  ivas' 
the  height;  of  folly  and  'fff^Ifhmptidn  to  sup- 
pose tballihe  ’was  distressed  .because  the 
hour  of  separation,  had  come. 

But  lief;  palpable'  agitation  swept  away 
much -of  liis  habitual  reserve.  He  laid  his 
other  hand  upon  the  trembling  one  lie 
already. held, .and  holding  it  thus  very  tightly 
he  drew  her  unresistingly  nearer  to  him*. 
Her  head  was  still  bent,  and  lie  leaned  over 
her,  as  he  spoke  with  a voice  vibrating  with 
ill-concealed  emotion  : — 

“Miss  Hazletlicrpe,  you  are  agitated — 
naturally  agitated.  But  I am  distressed. 

I — 1 wish  I could — er — soothe  you.  I— 1 

can't  bear  this!" 

She  looked  up  at  him  for  a moment,  her 
eyes  wide  open  and  shining  wondrously.  her 
lips  slightly  parted,  while  around  * them 
hovered  an  expression  which  thrilled  him 
through  and  through. 

That  look  swept  away  the  last  shred  of 
his  self-mastery,  and  for  what  followed  he 


cannot  .reasonably  be  blamed;  for  when 
Nature  takes  the  reins  into -her  own  hands, 
conventions  are  like  straws  before  the  wind. 

With  a sudden  gust  of  passion  he  caught 
her  in  his  arms,  turned  her  face  up  to  his, 
and  kissed  her  lips  again  and  again. 

Whether  it  was  because  she  was, so  com- 
pletely unnerved,  or  whether  she  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  absolutely  futile  to  at- 
tempt to  resist  such  a very'  strong  young 
man,  must  be  left  to  the  reader  to  decide: 
but  certain  it  is  that  her  struggles  were  not 
worthy  of  the  name. 

Neither  did  she  cry  out  for  assistance, 
though  that  may  Ik?  due  to  the  fact  of  his 
bps  being  so  continually  pressed  upon  hers 
that  they  gave  her  no  chance.  It  may  have 
been  so.  Certainly  no  cry  of  yny  kind  es- 
caped from  her;  and  if  the  foregoing  reason 
commends  itself  to  the  reader,  we  have 
nothing  move  to  say. 

In  moments  of  passion,  whether  ’ecstatic 
or  otherwise,  ‘time  is  not.  Aubrey  never 
knew  how.  long  he  held  her.  in  liis  arms. 
He  knew  that  the  fire  of  an  overwhelming 
passion  had  seized  him,  and  that  for  some 
indefinite  period  he  lived  in  a very  furnace 
of  maddening  yet  intoxicating  delight. 

But  such  moments  as  these  are  but  the" 
momentary  triufnph  of  elemental  passion 
oyer  reason,  training,  conscience,  conven- 
tion, and  the  rest;  it  is  but  a question  of 
time  as  to  when  these  shall  reassert  their 
sway.  In  criminal  men.  dr  in  weak  men, 
that  period  may  be  moie  Or  less  lengthy. 
In  strong  men,  in  intensely  conscientious 
men,  it  is  always  very  brief  indeed,  and 
Aubrey  was  one  of  these. 

Like  a cold  douche  they  overwhelmed  him 
now  inflicting  Upon  lfiin  a gnawing  agony 
of  shame,  along  with  a choking  sense  of 
fear  and  utter  dismay.  He  had  committed 
the  unforgivable.  He  had. been  guilty  of  an 
outrage.  She  could  never — never  pardon 
linn! 

" ’ And  so  he  released  liw  ->as  suddenly  as  he 
bad  clasped  her  to  liis  breast,  and  stood 
4 before  her,  panting,  tongue-tied,  aud  with 
drooping  head. 

She.  too,  was  panting,  struggling  with 
spine  indefinable  einotioaiy  a grcai  longing 
to  give  way  to  a violent  fit  of  sobbing.  <Slie 
ic-lt — she  did  not  reason — that  lie  had  cast 
her  from  him.  He  was  horrified  at  liis  brief 
yielding  to  the  love-passion.  He  remem- 
bered the  great  gulf  between  them. 

Her  bosom  was  throbbing,  her  lips  were 
quivering,  anil  she  felt  as  if  she  must  cry 
out  to  him  piteously.  AA’hat  she  should  say 
she  did  not  kuow. 

But  tire  outburst  was  stayed  by  the  clatter 
of  horses’  hoofs.  Someone  was  cumin" 
towards  them  swiftly. 

In  a moment  convention  had  them  again. 
i« .’its  iron  grip.  They  drew  themselves  up 
stiffly,  and  faced  the  approaching  intruder. 
He  shortly  c-auie  into  full  view,  and  a 
moment  later  lie  cantered  up  to  them.  It 
was  Lord  Illingwater! 

[to  be  continued.] 
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THE  C.W.S.  MOTOR 

CYCLE  ENTERPRISE. 

□ □□□□□ 

DURING  last  season  the  C.W.  S- 
Federation  and  Federal  motor  cycles 
made  a reputation  in  the  most  severe 

Motor  Cycling  Reliability  Trials  held  in 
this  country. 

Often  there  are  several  machines  of  the 
same  type  in  these  competitions,  but  in  the 
nine  Trials  in  which  the  C.W.S.  machines 
were  entered  there  was  not  more  than  one 
Federation  and  one  Federal  in  each  case. 

The  fact  that  in  every  Trial  the  machine 
entered  secured  an  award  is  something  upon 
which  not  only  the  makers  of  the  machines 
at  the  works  at  Tyseley,  Birmingham,  are 
proud,  but  of  vvluch  the  co-operative  move- 
ment generallyi  "Should  take  flouts  to  its 
credit.  ' : " yj'  j j 

Freak  hills,  were  ascended  with  ease, 
stopping  and  starting  tests  ehcountered 
without  difficujty,  long  distances  failed  to 
seize  up  the  engines,  nor  did  rough  and 
bumpy  ground  displace  any  of  the  fitments 
of  the  machine^.  In  fact,  the  tests  proved 
that  the  Federation  and  the  Federal  motor 
cycles  are  all  that  a rider  desires. 

The  result  of  the  reputation  thus  created 
must  redound  to  the  advantage  of  those 
co-operative  societies  that  have  pushed 
these  machines  into  their  business. 

The  2§-h.p.  Federation  motor  cycle, 
with  its  J.A.P.  engine,  and  the  2^-h.p. 
Federal  2-stroke,  fitted  with  a Villiers 
engine,  are  the  two  machines  that  have 
given  the  Motor  Cycle  Works  of  the  C.W.S. 
at  Tyseley  such  distinction. 

This  is  the  start  of  the  season,  and 
we  want  co-operative  committees  and 
managers  to  prepare  for  the  business  that 
is  to  be  done  in  these  machines.  An 
intimation  in  the  society's  balance  sheet,  a 
bold  announcement  in  the  local  “ Wheatsheaf,” 
prominent  display  'of  showcards  in  the 
stores,  and  the  appointment  of  someone  in 
an  existing  department  to  give  attention 
to  motor  cycle  matters  will  bring  in- 
creased turnover  of  a profitable  kind  to 
co-operative  societies.  Not  only  can  this 
be  done  with  confidence  as  to  the  satis- 
faction to  the  customer,  but  the  fact  that 
a good  service  for  spare  parts  is  available 
makes  the  matter  all  the  more  easy. 
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THE  PERILS  OF  EUROPE. 

In  Mr.  Lloyd  George’s  address  to  journalists  at  the 
Anglo-American  press  dinner  at  Gepoa  he  said  some 
flattering  things  as  to  the  power  of  the  press  to  educate 
public  opinion,  and  made  an  impassioned  appeal  for 
that  power  to  be  used  in  the  service  of  peace.  He  told 
the  journalists  there  assembled  that  they  could  excite 
public  opinion,  arouse  prejudices,  stimulate  passions, 
make  people  angry  ; but  that  was  not  the  atmosphere 
in  which  it  was  possible  to  secure  peace.  On  the  other 
hand,  they  could  counsel  patience,  advise  conciliation, 
inculcate  a spirit  of  good  fellowship  and  goodwill.  So 
they  would  be  promoting  peace  ; and  he  begged  them 
in  the  interest  of  the  future  of  the  world,  to  do  their 
best  not  to  thwart,  not  to  add  to  the  myriads  of  ob- 
stacles in  the  way,  but  to  keep  clear  the  path  and 
straighten  it  out,  so  that  the  problems  confronting 
Europe  could  be  solved  and  the  peace  of  the  world  be 
ensured.  ,*1'  ' *•  1 

'So. .fifths  the  Co-operative  News  " is  concerned,  it 
Heefe  rio' a’ppgal.  In  international  affairs  it  is,  as 
it  always 'Ifas  teen;1  its  sole  aim  to  promote  the  brother- 
hood’of  nations.  It  could  not  be  otherwise,  for  the 
ideals  of  the ; co-operative  movement  are  such  as  can 
only  be.fostered  in  an  atmosphere  of  peace.  If  co-opera- 
tion, both  national  and  international,  were  more  widely 
extended  than  it  is,  it  would  mean  the  end  of  all  war. 
Unfortunately,  however,  all  men  are  not  co-operators, 
and  all  journals  are  not,  like  the  “Co-operative 
News,”  animated  with  the  desire  for  peace.  For  ex- 
ample, the  “ Times  ” seems  to  care  nothing  for  the  perils 
of  Europe.  We  should  have  thought  that  a paper  of 
the  historic  standing  of  the  “ Times  ” would  have  been 
above  petty  vindictiveness  in  face  of  the  awful  danger 
of  another  war  that  confronts  us.  Europe,  as  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  remarked,  is  full  of  unsettled  problems,  and  any 
one  of  them  by  itself  is  capable  of  starting  another  great 
European  conflagration.  Take  the  question  of  frontiers. 
From  the  Black  Sea  to  the  Baltic,  said  the-  Premier, 
there  is  hardly  a frontier  line  that  finds  common  accept- 
ance. And  along  this  frontier,  which  divides  Western 
from  Eastern  Europe,  there  are  numerous  nations  and 
a variety  of  races  seething  like  lava  about  to  erupt ; and 
unless  a frontier  line  can  be  settled  there  which  will  be 
accepted  by  everybody,  there  will  be  left  interminable 
possibilities  of  future  conflicts  which  will  embroil  the 
whole  of  Europe. 

That  was  one  set  of  questions.  Another,  equally 
important,  was  the  status  of  Russia  and  Germany. 
These  two  countries,  representing  two-thirds  of  the 
population  of  Europe,  are  in  a state  of  semi-antagonism 
to  the  rest  of  Europe*  Undoubtedly  Mr.'  Lloyd  George 
has  his  share  of  the  responsibility  for  this  state  of  affairs, 
seeing  that  he  was  a party  to  the  Peace  of  Versailles, 
and  a party  also  to  those  events  in  Russia  which  led  to 
her  being  estranged  from  Europe*  What  we  have  to  do 
now  is  not  to  decide  upon  whose  shoulders  will  rest  the 
responsibility  if  there  should  be  another  war,  but  to 
prevent  that  war  ; to  make  it  impossible.  The  Allies 
who  were  victorious  in  the  late  war  cannot  hope  per- 
manently to  keep  down  the  impoverished,  but  ant-ago- 
nised two-tliirds  of,  the  whole  population  of  Europe. 

If  we  would  avoid  war  in  the  near  future,  Germany 
and  Russia  must  once  more  come  fully  into  the  counsels 
of  Europe.  To  isolate  these  two  great  powers  is  simply 
to  sharpen  the  sword  that  one  day  will  inevitably  fall. 
That  sword  will  not  fall  if  wisdom  prevails.  The  chief 
difficulty  which  stands  in  the  way  of  a united  Europe 
is  an  intransigent  France.  M.  Poincare  should  recall 
the  ideals  voiced  by  his  own  people  during  the'war,  into 
which  so  many  entered  voluntarily  in  order  to  make  it 
impossible  for  any  militarist  power  to  disturb  the  peace 
of  Europe.  Only  if  France  acts  in  the  spirit  of  that 
ideal  will  the  European  situation  be  saved.  An  isolated 
France  would  be  as  great  a danger  to  the  peace  of  Europe 
as  an  isolated  Germany  or  Russia. 

We  want  to  see  an  end  of  isolations,  of  groupings,  of 
balances,  and  of  alliances,  and  to  have  a Europe  united 
in  the  great  resolve  to  build  up  her  constituent  nations 
into  a brotherhood  which  will  bring  the  blessings  of 
prosperity  and  peace  ; for  the  alternatives  to  that  are 
red  anarchy  and  war — peril  not  very  remote  at  the 
moment. 

It  would  almost  seem  as  if  an  occasion  had  arisen 
upon  which  the  co-operators  of  the  world  should  .carev 
into  effect  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  Basle  (,,'oir- 
gress  of  the  International  Alliance.  That  resolution 
called  upon  the  co-operators  of  all  countries  to  put  into 
action  the  moral  factors  of  co-operation  against  any 
conflict  between  peoples  and  - against  the  political  or 
economic  oppression  of  any  ^people.  It  gave  further, 
counsel  applicable  in  the  event  of  war  being  actually 
■brought  about  by  human  folly.  We  hope  folly  will  not 
prevail ; but  it  is  for  co-operators  to  remember  now 
that  the  possibility  is  there. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

STILL  AT  A LOOSE  END. 

The  latest  reports  from  Genoa  Conference  show  that  constant 
confusion  reigns  there.  At  one  time  the  situation  was  so  serious 
that  Mr.  Lloyd  George’s  apprehension  of  another  world  .\yar 
to  which  reference  is  made  in  our  leading  article,  is  only  too 
well  founded.  At  another  time  the  panic  dies  down  and  there 
is  some  indication  of  the  possibility  of  an  amicable  settlement 
of  the  qiost  serious  questions  at  issue.  One  day  Belgium  stood 
alone  in  her  attitude  towards  Russia,  and  the  Allies  reach  agree- 
ment. Next  day  France  returns  as  a jsppporter  of  Belgium 
and  the  whole  of  the  proposals  to  Russia  are  once  more  in  the 
melting  pot.  Italian  statesmen  felt  aggrieved  at  the  outrage 
of  Italy’s  hospitality  supposed  to  huVe  been  committed  hy 
Russia  and  Germany  in  signing  an  o^dpsivc  agreement ; hut 
this  week  the  Italian  Government  signs | an  agreement  with  the 
Turkish  Nationalist  Government,  also  without  consulting  the 
Allies.-  The  latest  news  to  hand  ns  we  .write  is  that  the  l*ruui> 
Minister  has  sent  an  important  niemouutdum  to  M.  Poincaie 
outlining  a scheme  by  which  the  whole  reparations  problem 
may  be  eased.  It  suggests  that  thu'total  amount -of  the  Allies 
debts  to  one  another  might  be  put  on.etrtvside  for  the  moment, 
Germany  not  being  required  to  make  any  payment  towards  it. 
The  temporary  ■ reduction  would  makf  an  international  loan 
possible  and  so  help  Europe  out  of  its  present  mess.  Th0 
result  is  awaited  with  eagerness  by  all  who  are  concerned  for 
progress.  In  the  meantime,  British  writers  at  Genoa  continue 
to  refer  to  the  Russo-German  agreement,  and  some  of  them 
take  the  view  that  there  is  nothing  in  it  that  is  inconsistent  with 
the  spirit  of  Genoa.  We  agree  with  that  ; but  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  of  the  League  of  Nations.  The  Italo-Turkish 
agreement  is  in  like  cAtegbry  ; and  unless  all"  these  including 
the  contemplated  Franco-British  pact — are  scrapped,  the  League 
will  be  destroyed,  and  our  Chauvinists  should' be  reminded  that 
that  will  he  a violation  of  the  Peace  Treaty. 

THE  TRADERS  AND  CO-OPERATIVE  TAXATION. 

The  district  giocers  who  held  a conference  at  Pontypridd, 
last  week,  to  discuss  matters  relative  to  co-operative  societies 
and  income  tax  with  Mr.  T.  A.  Lewis,  M.P.  for  Pontypridd,  seem 
to  have  encountered  a “ snag.”  Mr.  Lewis  told  them  fninkly 
that  he  was  not  there  to  discuss  the  question  from  a political 
standpoint  but  upon  its  merits  antUon  the  ground  of  fail  play. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  co-operative  societies  were  not  the  only 
organisations  who' carried  on  propaganda  for  the  elimination 
of  the  private  trader ; the  “ trusts  ” had  the  same  purposo 
in  view,  and  he  dared  to  tell  the  private  traders  that  they  hail 
more  to  fear  from  the  trusts  and  the  multiple  shops  than  they 
had  to  fear  from  the  eo-operative  societies  - which,  hy  the  way, 
is  a doubtful  sort  of  compliment  to  the  co-operative  movement. 
He  ridiculed  the  suggestion  that  the  defeat  of  the  Government 
on  the  corporation  tax  last  year  was  the  result  of  a -imp  ’ 
division.  He  acduted  the  idea  that  the  Idas  of  revenue  should  he 
used  as  an  argument  against  the  exemption  of  mutual  trading 
surpluses ' from  taxation;  and  pointed  oiit  that  tech  1' fillers 
did  hot  change  their  views  because  prohibition  would  menu  losi 
of  revenue.  Taxation  would  have  to  be  imposed  upon  some- 
thing else.  The  whole  discussion  is  of  interest  because  it  to 
possible  that  the  Finance  Bill  may  nefcessltatc  anotlni  light 
on  the  corporation  profits  taxi 

THE  TELEPHONE  CONTRACT. 

The  securing  of  the  telephone  building  contract  at  SlioOiold 
by  the  Wholesale  Society  has  not  been  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  the  member  who  raised  tin'  i|Uch* 
tion — Mr.  Manville  (Coventry) — gathered  far  more  thorns  tlmn 
roses.for  his  pains.  Mr.  Manville  usked  if  the  First  (V»nmis*irmer 
of  Works  was  aware  tlmt  the  C.W.S'.  had  seem  red  the  contract, 
and  suggested  that  the 'society  “contributed  nothing  to  th" 
maintenance  ofithc'  country.”  The  question  implies  that  the 
First  CommiBsidner  was  asleep  when  the  contractu  were  given 
out,  whilst  the  j suggestion  is  nothing  less  than  impcrl  inence 
arising  Irani  wilfjnl  ignorance.  The  Member  for  Coventry  should 
know  flint' the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  arc  just  us  keen  upon 
eo-Gperative  organisations  paying  their  legitimate  dues  to  the 
State  as-tbey.ari  opdn  any  other  firm.  The  First  Commis'dinier 
of  Works  stated  that  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  question 
“is  based; upon  a misapprehension.”  He  also  went  011  to  |m.v 
the  C.W.S.  a copipliment,  saying  that  “the  Office  of  Work'  n 
satisfied  that  the  firm  Is  capable  of  executing  the  work  ” ae<  onl 
ing  to  conditions  luid  down.  Altogether,  Mr.  Manville  came  out 
of  the  deal  with  whatever  reputation  In-  has  ‘considerably 
diminished.  . ♦ ♦ 

VERY  GRATIFYING. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Warren,  of  the  C.W.S.,  made  a very  gratifying 
statement  at  thO  Western  Section’s  annual  conference  "n  Satur* 
day.  We  have  all  read  of  the  peculiar  hardships  through  whi'  h 
the  movement,  ip  South  Wales  has  been  passing  for  some  time. 
The  “ reparation  coal  ” from  Germany  to  France  had  done  ■» 
great  deal  to  wreck  the  South  Wales  coal  export  trade ; thr 
miners’  lockout  aggravated  the  effect,  and  several  other  twAofli 
combined  to  give  the  people  of  South  Wales  a very  trying  * ,ni' ' 
The  co-operative  societies  in  the  area  stood  stoutly  behind  the 
members  in  their*  misfortunes,  although  it  mean^-glvihg cnortnou 
credit.  Mr.  Wayreft  has  had  tire  task  of  compiling  the  figur-j 
for  the'Regi^rarVrbturhs  from  the  district.  The  fir ^t  point  0 
'Interest  disclosed  by  his  examination  of  the  figure  - is  that  *'n 
the  enrj.  of  the ! lockout  the  members  have  paid  back  near  y 
£300,000  of  debt!  due  to  the  societies.  They  did  that  chiefly  ’} 
withdrawing  capital,  but  that  revealed  t\v&  very  gratifying  be 
— the  members  Had  that  money  in  the  stores  and  the  ■stores  ** 
able  to  meet  thtir  calk.  Even  after  having  done  all  this,  t 
members  have  slil!  share  capital  standing  to  their  credit  to  t - 
amount  of  £1,0411,000.  That  is  a marvellous  re-ult.  wh"'1 
fleets  both-the  good  sense  of  the  members  and  the  .-tuLrlrty  ' 
the  movement.  Mr.  Warren  indicated  that  in  a very  "hurt  1 'J 
if  there  were  no  more  stoppage,  the  societies— or  m«-t  of  1 11  ,r‘  ^ 
would  ire  paying  dividends  again,  and  that  would  mean 
iunds  available  for  co  operative  educational  activities* 
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Caffkfcraf. 


I am  a rustic,  born  and  bred,  slow  of  speech 
And  hesitant  in  manner.  Towns,  particularly 
tyg  towns,  make  me  afraid.  I feel  lost ' in 
them.  They  arc  full  of  people  in  a hurry, 
people  who  seem  never  to  have  any  time  for 
meditation,  people  who  are  chasing  something 
which  just  eludes  capture. 

Oh,  saner  are  the  hearts  on  stiller  ways,  . 
Thrice  happy  they  who,  far  from  these 
wild  hours, 

Grow  softly  as  an  apple  on  n bough. 

The  town  is  noisy;  its  numerous  streets 
bewilder ; its  pavements  are  harsh  and  un- 
comfortable to  the  feet.  Better  to  me  are 
woodland  walks,  running  brooks,  quiet  cattle; 
trees,  hedgerows,  and  field  paths. 

At  long  intervals  I am  sent  as  a members’ 
delegate  to  the  Wholesale  Society’s  meeting.  . 
It  is  a fine  experience.  The  name  of  the 
meeting- room  recalls  a great  chairman  of 
the  C.W.S.  Mitchell  was  before  my  time, 
hut  occasionally  one  crosses  u fellow  delegate 
who  saw  and  heard  him,  and  who  keeps  green 
in  his  memory  Mitchell’s  sanity,  shrewdness, 
wit,  and  good  temper..  Shillito,  ruddy  faced, 
silver-haired,  I knew,  and  I think  of  him  with 
as  much  respect  and  affection  as  older  men 
have  for  his  predecessor.  If  the  spirits  pf  ( 
gooij  men  haunt  the  scenes  of  their  foriqer . 
labours,  Mitchell  and  Shillito  will  revisit 
Bapoon-stject  .{luring  these  hard  and  difficult 
days.  If  they  are . still  working  somewhere 
in  the  “ v(ist  soundipg  house  of  labour^”, 
they  will  be  longing  and  -hoping  that  the 
institution  they  loved  and  served  so  well  may 
come  out  of  the  present  crisis  unimpaired. 

• When  in  Manchester  as  a delegate  I nearly, 
always  visit  the  cathedral.  I never  see  the. 
old  collegiate  church — which  is  the  centre  of 
Anglicanism  and  which  has  a learned  and  down-, 
right  man  for  its  bishop — without  thinking  of 
York,  Ripon,  and  Chester,  Each  of  these 
has  a suitable  setting  ; a cloistered  calm,  that 
•corns  inseparable  from  a sacred  building 
which  is  the  heart  of  a diocese.  Manchester’s 
wthedrnl  is  surrounded  b^  trade  and  all  its. 
Bppm lenances.  Its  sides  are  washed  by  a. 
hde  of  traffic  that  flows  loudly  enough  to 
Waken  the  seven  sleepers. 

Inside  the  building  there  is  the  quietness 
dead  centuries.  Soft  light  falls  through, 
•^incd-glass  windows.  Arches  curve  upward,. 
Sul  the  roof  is  lost  in  dimness.  A casual 
wrsitoi  becomes  a worshipper,  and  he  treads 
*%•  A loud  .footfall  would'  seem  like  the 
desecration  of  a shrine. 

The  morning  service  is  proceeding.  The 
Sound  of  the  organ  rolls  through  choir,  nave,  . 
®^d  transept.  The  fresh,  clear  treble  of  the 
boys  voices  is  piercing  in  its  sweetness.  The 
intoning  of  the  clergy  sounds  indistinct  and 
monotonous.  Instantly  the  mind  is  subdued- 
1°  its  environment.  The  world  and  its  hurry 
an<l  rancour  and  unrest  recedes  into  the  back- 
Poiind.  Hero  is  seclusion,  peace,  and  for  the 
foment,  the  end  of  all  tumult. 

The  worshippers  were  few.  A tall  dark 
liehly  dressed,  followed  the  senpep 
eT°ntly.  A tall,  (dark  gentleman  was 
front  in  his  attitude.  They,  left  the 
dihedral  separately,  and  before  they,  departed 
n'»dc  an  obeisance  in  the  direction  of 
c choir.  A young  mother  sat  swaying  her 
>>  • dressed  in  swaddling  clothes,  on  her  knees 
* *lcr  side  sat  her  husband  and  an  older 
°'uan.  They  had  brought  the  little  one  to 
bptised.  These,  one  or  two  others,  and 
™ ,Uade  up  the  congregation, 
ti  ° ®ngl*sh  are  not  much  given  to  medita- 
cuT  *UU  e introspection.  We  pride 
bv'V  0,1  following  practical  ends.  Week 
^ "'vk  Manchester  is  thronged  with  practical 
n .men  who  deem  they  are  doing  the 


world's  work,  and  many  of  them,  as  a matter 
of  fact,  doing  it  fairly  well.  Not  to  many  will 
either  the  exterior  or  the  interior  of  the 
cathedral  make  any  strong  appeal.  And  yet 
they — and  co-operators — in  their  comings  and 
goings  might  with  profit  occasionally  turn 
aside  and  stay  and  rest  for  a while  in  the 
building  -which  is  older  and  which  was  erected 
to  serve  even  nobler  ends  than  those  of  trade 
and  commerce:  A mental  and  spiritual  stock- 

taking is.  as  necessary  as  a computation  of 
material  losses  or  .gains.  The  cathedral  is 
a fitting  place — a place  set  up  especially — 
wherein  men  and  women  may  measure  their 
achievements  by  the  standard  of  their  ideals. 

B. 


C.W.S.  SALARY  REDUCTIONS. 

The  directors  of  the  Wholesale  Society 
have  decided  to  put  in  operation  a flat  rate 
reduction  of  10  ]>er  cent,  on  all  salaries  pf 
£500  per  annum  and  oveV,  to  operate  as 
follows: — 5 per  cent,  commencing  Monday, 
May  15th,  and  5 per  cent,  commencing  the 
next  half-year,  June  2Gth.  The  first  5 per 
cent,  will  be  reduced  from  present  salaries, 
and  the  second  5 per  cent,  from  the  reduced 
.salaries. 


LABOUR  WOMEN  CONFER. 

INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  RELATIONS. 

At  the  National  Conference  of  Labour 
Women;  to  he  held  at  Leamington  Spa  next 
week,  the  Women's  Co-operative  Guild  will 
on  resolution  urge  the  Labour  -Party. -to 
take  every  opportunity  of  promoting  the 
restoration  of  international  trade  through 
co-operative  olumnels.  This,  the  resolution 
urges,  is  the  only  cure  for  the  prevailing  un- 
eniployment.  It  also  calls  upon  all  workers 
to  stand  by  their  co-operative  stores  and 
bring  to  the  movement  the  custom  and 
capital  peeessary  for  its  international 
development. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 
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The  arrears  of  Corporation  Profits  Tax 
still  unpaid  amount  to  twelve  millions.  A 
lot  of  traders  must  have  joined  our  Ginger 
Group. 

The  “Co-operative  News”  is  not  only  a 
friend  in  the  home,  but  a safe  guide  to  take 
with  you  on  the  platform.  The  Ma3Tor  of 
Oldham  (Councillor  Fred  Houghton),  himself 
a prominent  co-operator,  had  a copy  handed 
to  him  at.  the  annual  meeting  of  the  North- 
Western  Section  on  Saturday,  whilst  the  prin- 
cipal speaker,  Mr.  H.  J.  May  (the  secretary  of 
the  I.C.A.),  carried  one  in  his  hand. 

The  Welsh  Home  Rule  Bill  wr.6  “ talked 
out  ” on  the  motion,  for  its  second  reading 
in  the  House  of  Commons  oil  Friday  last. 
Why  wiu>  .Mr.  Lloyd  George  not  told  it  was 
coming  on  ? 

Many  readers,  particularly  in  the  Southern 
Section,  will  regret  to  learn  that  Mr.  W. 
H.  Adsett,  the  London : representative  of- 
the  “ Co-operative  News,”  -has  been  laid 
aside  with  illness.  Mr.  Adsett  leads  a 
busy  life  among  the  co-operators  of  the 
south.  He  is  an  assiduous  propagandist, 
and  his  appeaiancesctrt(;gHild  and  - , district 
education  - meetings)  *TBTj[<ery  frequent.. 
Readers,  I am  sure,  me  and  my’ 

colleagues,  in  ^tjije^hopjj;  (that  he  may  be 
speedily  ll^y^torert  Co  W 

Old  ; 

r [ semiJ-ert  to-  boo  { 


Ex  eh  ERRIN'  ft  i tsdlf  oil 'the- Genoa  Coufi 
one  Sunday  paper-  heads  an  article 


Poincare 
George  i 


: Nero”  and  writes  up 'Mr 


ere  noe 

' • M> 
Lloyd 


According  to  the  Manchester  ” Evening 
News,”  the  star  turn  among  the  interpreters 
engaged  at>  Genoa  is  Signora  Agresti, 
daughter  of  Dante  Gabriel  Rcsetfci.  What, 
delightful  memories  tliat  ‘paragraph'  brought 
me! 

I exchanged,  greetings  . v illi  Signora 
Agi'esti  fifteen  years- ago,  when  she  was  the 
star  turn  amoaig  the  interpreters  at  the  Co- 
operative International  Congress  at. 
Cremona.  She  tan  talk  (and  think) -in 
English,  French,  German,  and  Italian  as 


THE  NEW  EPIDEMIC. 


THE  COMMUNITY  IS  FAST  LOSING  ITS  SIGHT! 

Newspaper  repDits  from  Harley  Street— the  t -Specialist  in  every  human  afflic- 
tion— show  that  eye -strain  is  remarkably' common.  Our  Artist  shows  how  people 


LLOYD  GEORGE  TRYING  TO 
FIND  HI 5 WAY  OUT  OF  THE 
EUROPEAN  MAZE  HE  CONSTRUCTED. 

.'amazing' 


M?  EX-5ERVICEMAN 
TRYING  TO  FIND  THO SB 
HOMES  FIT  FOR  HEROES’. 


M"  UNEMPLOYED 
TRYING  TO  FIND  WORK 


UNEMPLOYABLE 
STUDYING  FORM  AT  A 
GLANCE 


M?  iSWE ATED  -WORKER 
TRYING  To  FIND  WHERE 
THE  RAINBOW  STARTS 

Ik 


M*  WORKER  TRYING  TO 
FIND  THAT  NEW 
WORLD 


fluently  as  anyone  to  whom  these  are  native 
tongues ; she  has  a voice  like  a deep-toned 
flute  which  is  always  heard  because  people  • 
like  to  listen  to  its  music.  At  Cremona  one 
of  the  male  interpreters,  was  down  aud  out  * 
with,  eore  throat  on  the  third  day  of  the  : 
Congress,  with  what  is  called  ” minister’s  • 
sy'ie  throat  ” ; but  Signola  Agresti  lasted  out  ' 
the  Congress  and  the  social  meetings  nobly 
and  took  on  the  vanquished  riinleis  turn  at 
the  finish. 

The  Keunington  electors  oa  Satin  day  1 
made  amends  for  their  blunder  at  the  recent 
I-.C.C.  election  hv  returning  Mr.  Harry  , 
Get-ling,  to  fill  the  vacancy,  caused  by  the 
death  of  Sir  John  Bonn.  The  democratic 
movement  has  no  stauncher  fn'end  than  Mr. 
Gosling;  whose  return  to  Spimg  Gardens 
will  be  welcomed,  by  a wide  circle  of  well- 
wishers  who  fully  appraise  his  worth  and 
work. 

Reference  was  recently"  made  in  there 
columns  to  the  unfinished  biography  ' cf 
"William  Cobbett  which  was  left  by  the  lale  1 
Mr.  F.  C.  Green,  tlie  land  reformer.  It  is 
interesting  to  learn Tlitirthis  work  which  .Mr. 
Green  was  so  well  qualified  to  produce,  for  ho 
had  followed  Cqbbett’s  travels  through  rural 
England,  is  to  be  cojnpleterL  bv-Mr.  G 1). 

’( 


.ngland,  is  to  be  completed- 
ole,  and  ifill  * die1' publish? 

emus.  y ijoitalnl 


-d  by 


Collins. 


_ “ Dental  treatment  is  very  popular,”  said  > . 
ji^Tr.  Smith  (manager  oFfb ej ejep a r 1 1 n " n t)  at'iTTuTr 
annual  meeting  of  the  C.W.S.  Health  Insurance 
ition.  • Unfortunately?— some  jieoplo  take 
their  pleasures  sadly. 

Committees  of  management  came  in  foi* 
some  criticism  at  the  meeting,  and  ope  delegate 
remarked  that  he  did  not  want-  to  put'  up  for 
the  local  committeer  because  his  father  was  a 
member,  and  had  been  for  fifty  years.  “ When 
he  comes  off,  probably  I shall  go  on,”  remarked 
the.  speaker. . After  all,  there  is  nothing  ljjte 
keeping  up  thd*  family  traditions.  ■* 


Darby  : “ What’s  all  this  fuss  in  the  papers 
about  skirts  ? How  long  do  you  wear  yours,” 
dear  ? ” 

Joan  : “ Three  years  or  thereabouts.” 

Out  and  About. 


LATEST  LABOUR 
MAGAZINE. 


The  “Labour  Magazine.,”  which  made 
cjj-fs  first  appearance  [on  )Mny-Dny,  is  likely 
"to  fill  a useful  purpose  in  the  I.abour 
MiWltL  ‘ l Jlfifi  ■ 
tfOlti  is  the:  official  muhtlfJvT  journal  of  the 
Trade  Unions  Congress  and  the  Labour 
Party,  and  is  obtainable  through  local 
.'trade  union  branches'  or-  local  Labour, 
parties.  The  price  is  ,<id.  (post  free,  7jd.). 

Some  distinguished  contributors  figure  in 
the  first  issue.  Lord  Haldane  returns  to  the 
subject  of  “ Labour  Cnpt'iding  the  Heights.” 
Philip  Snowden  lias  jvri.tte6<n  spec  in  1 article 
on  “Labour  ancf (jtlie  Budget.”  giving  a 
general  indication  how  Labour  would  deal 
with  the  financial  sitirr/tiotr.  Mr.  Fred 
Bramlev  reviews  the  J|i±jsent  position  of 
Trade  Unions,  covering  n wide  field  and 
dealing  with  the  latest  tendency  in  the 
amalgamation  or  federation  of  trade  unions. 

Mr.  Emil  Davies,  L.C.C..  in  writing  of 
“ The  Organisation  of  Capital,”  show*  the 
laniificatione  of  some  of  the  big  com  bines, 
taking  as  his  illustrations  tlm  lUioiuici.i 
group,  which  controls  not  only. mines,  rail- 
ways, transport,'  shipping,  hut  is  linked  w ith 
similar  capitalistic  combines  in  this  . ount-ry 
ami  abroad.  • 

Mr.  James  Haslam  writer  on  " Women 
in  the  Co-operative  Movement,”  and  ex- 
pounds the  theory  of  the  power  if  the  basket 
and  the  ballot-box,  urging  that  this  power 
is  not  always  sufficiently  realis'd.  In  1014, 
he  states,  the  average  purchases  in  the 
co-operative  movement  were  £'2S  16s.-  not 
much  more  than  10s.  per  week  per  family. 
In  1920  tire  average  was  £'56 ' 4*-.  Id. 
Between  these  two  years  the  cost  of  living 
increased  152  per  cent.  Hein.',  had  ihe 
co-operative  purchases  been  made  at  the 
same  rate  as  in  1914  the  average  expendi- 
ture in  1920  would  have  been  £72  11s.  per 
.member  per  family,  'lliere  is  much  room 
yet  for  an  extension  of  memh-rsiiip  ar.J 
much  greater  scope  for  an  extension  of  pur- 
eltkees  within  the  existing  membership. 

In  addition  there  will  be  articles  by 
other  well-known  writers  covering  Partia- 
meevt.  Industry.  Wcmfcn  in  the  Home  and  in 
the  Workshop,  Topics  of  the  Month,  the 
Labour  Library.  Book  Reviews.  Organisation 
Notes,  and  other  matters  of  present-day 
interest. 

Tlie  magazine  is  being  printed  by  tho 
Co-operative  Printing  Society. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


' M \Y  0.  l9jo’ 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-opeua-tive  News.”] 


The  Question  of  Interest. 

fcjm, — I hope  the  question  cf  interest  will 
be  given  careful  study.  G.  Human,  in  her 
recent  article,  asked  “is  the  receiving  ot 
interest  right:-”  This  brings  the  question 
direct  into  the  realm  of  morals.  Are  not 
the  borrower  and  lender  free  to  bargain  to 
make  an  agreement:-  If  they  do  so,  where 
is  the  wrong  if  both  are  true  to  their 
compact :-  Ats  to  Mrs.  Brown,  it  is  doubt- 
ful if  such  a ease  is  ii  fafct.  In  our  society 
there  is  a graded  scale  to  balance  small 
purchases.  Leaving  that  aspect  let  us  deal 
with  that  of  interest.  Does  not  the  fact 
of  the  society  receiving  the  £500  imply  its 
need  of  monev.  Therefore  the  lender 
supplies  that  need,  thereby  doing  some- 
thing. Grace  Human  replying  to  this 
asserts  that  the  society  is  rather  doing  a 
service  for  Mrs.  Brown  by  using  it,  since 
all  capital  perishes  without  use.”  But 
what  if  Mrs.  Brown  does  not  need  or  desire 
its  service.  Then  again,  what  about  the 
risk:-  Take  the  case  of  the  great  and 
sudden  withdrawals  during  the  war ; also 
the  recent  scare  by  the  Grocery  Traders 
Association.  This  economic  definition  of 
capital  i.s  a fallacy.  It  is  further  fallacious 
to  regard  the  worker  alone  as  the  sole  pro- 
ducer -of  wealth.  Where  would  lie  ho 
without  work  with  nil’  it  implies.-— Yours, 
£(.  ■ H.  Baker. 

102,  Cumberhuid-i'oifd  *■  , - ; 

Lidget  Green,  Bradford. 

Loyalty.  n 

Silt, — With  red\?i,en*e  to  loyalty  at  the 

stores,  I went  to  the  'cO-operative  stores 
recently  for  a man's!  can,  and  asked  if  they 
were  co-operative  pfOmietion.  The  assis- 
tant said:  “ Tliev  came  through  the 

C.W.S.,  but  I cannot  say  if  they  are  made 
by  them.”  These  caps  had  no  C.W  .8. 
mark  on  them  like  the  shirts  and  boots 
have.  Can  you  tell  mo  it  the  caps  should 
have  some  distinguishing  mark  to  know 
them  from  private  makers’  goods-  Any- 
how, I did  not  buy  one,  as  1 would  sooner 
buv  private  makers’  goods  (if  1 cannot  get 
C.W. 8.)  from  a private  trader’s  shop  than 
at  the  stores.  8oine  of  the  managers  at 
,tne  stores  appear  to  know  little  about  co- 
. ^deration,  so  one  cannot  expect  the  assis- 
tants to  know  much  about  it. — Yours,  etc., 
J.  Walsh. 

" No  Politics!” 

Sir, — In  spite  of  the  decision  of  the 
Scarborough  Congress  that  there  should 
be  no  alliance  between  the  co-operative 
movement  and  the  Labour  Party,  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Co-operative  Society,  by  its  rules, 
pledges  its  support  to  the  Labour  Party 
only,  and  appropriates  some  of  the  society’s 
profits  'for  that  purpose.  If  the  Socialists 
are  entitled  to  attempt  to  capture  the 
organisation  and  part  of  the  funds  of  a 
co-operative  society  for  their  party,  co- 
operators  who  are  Unionists  have  a perfect 
right  to  protest  and  to  organise  against 
such  action.  The  difference  between  us  is 
that  whereas  Spcialists  want  the  societies 
to  he  political  and  on  their  side  only, 
Unionists  do  not  haggle  for  the  supnort  of 
the  co-operative  movement  as  <?ucli,  but 
say  “No  politics!”  1 That  is  why  there  is 
no  point  in  the  first  comments  that  bore 
the  above  heading.-^-Yonrs,  &c., 

•ic" Leonard  G.  Pugh.' 

19.  Portland-street,  Walworth, 

London,  ;S.E.  17. 

Sir, — Our  frieVtd"  firm  Long  Eaton  is 
out-of-date  co-operator,  liviu 
instead  of  1922.  _ t 

If  he  believes  In” the  princ  iples  and  ideals 
of  our  movement,  he  should  be  willing  tnat 
evei.v  avenue  should  be  explored  so  that  we 
may 'ascertain  the  right  direction  to  take  in 


Appointment 


UM.  the  King , 


“ Gee-Gee  ” 
five  weeks’ 


is  dn 
1914 


The  name  of  Nestle’s  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is- none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice— not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  AU  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  East-cheap,  E.C.3. 


cur  attempt  to  attain  the  Co-cporativo 
Commonwealth.  He  considers  money  voted 
for  political  purposes  unjustifiable  propa- 
ganda. I don’t  think  he  understands  why 
co-operators  have  entered  politivs. 

In  tl.'j  past,  had  laws,  or  bad  p lit i s,  have 
produced  a condition  of  things  that  denies 
co-operation  a fair  chance  to  lemonsti ate  it  r 
real  worth.  At  present  the  Government, 
and  the  system  under  which  we  lice,  is 
hostile  to  the  co-cperative  movement,  njid 
in  order  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  co- 
operation it  was  found  absolutely  necessary 
to  enter  into  politics. 

Exoesu  Profits  Tax  and  the  C'cr  point  ion 
Profits  Tax  were  imposed  upon  the  nrocteds 
of  our  mutual  trading.  Who  made  these 
attacks  upon  co-operation  ? The  men  who 
are  our  rivals  in  trade  and  who  sit  in  Par- 
liament. Yet  in  face  of  these  facts  many 
co-operators  are  still  shouting  ” No 
politics.”  It  is  a pity  that  non-political  cu- 
operatrjTis  cannot  -see  aright  in  this  matter, 
lor  their  energy  would  be  a valuable  asset  in 
the  battle  of  cooperation  against  private 
interest. — Yours,  etc., 

Emily  Proudtoot. 

23,  Rutland-street,  Colne,  Lancs. 

Compulsory  Membership. 

Sir, — Your-  correspondent 
states  11  that  employees  get 
holiday  and  six  weeks’  sick  pay  per  year. 

I have  mixed  with  employees  lor  over  thirty 
years  and  have  not  met  one  yet  that  has 
had  so  much  holiday,  or  who  lias  been  so 
unfortunate  as  to  be' isick  six  weeks  each 
year. 

Another  passage  ■ readp-:  V C'.W.S.  em- 

ployees can  come;  hpjuo,,  with  , go,ods  pur- 
chased wholesale— a privilege  \yhidi  ought 
to  be  abolished.”  This  statement  is  not 
true;  the  C.W.S.  sells  .only , to.  retail 
' societies. 

“A  shop  manager  can  dine  at  the 
C.W.S.  at  the  expense  of  the  woman,  with 
the  basket  ” is  another  gem.  Possibly  he 
can  if  he  has  been  sent  by  his  society  on 
business  to  the  C.W.S.  I should,  however, 
imagine  that  these  visits  will  be  as  rare 
as  angels. 

“A  shop  manager  can  buy  over  the 
counter  at  private  firms.”  To  reply  to 
this — the  only  portion  of  the  letter  worth 
a reply — in  a fitting  manner  would  require 
an  article.  The  shop  manager  may  or  may 
not  have  good  reason.  He  may  be  a grocer 
and  require  a suit  of  clothes,  and,  possibly, 
the  less  £aid  about  his  society’s  tailoring 
department  the  better.  His  wife  may 
require  a hat,  and  his  society  refuse  an 
order  on  the  C'.W.S.  On  the  general 
question,  however,  co-operative  societies 
(including  the  C.W.S.)  ought  to  engage 
co-operators  only,  there  is  no  need  to  make 
any  song  about  it.  What,  however,  is 
more  to  the  point  is  this:  It  ought  to  be 
impossible  for  any  person  without  a record 
of  disinterested  co-operative  service  to 
obtain  the  higher  positions  in  the  move- 
ment. If  this  applied  in  the  retail  move 
ment  the  C.W.S.  employees  would  be  on 
lull-time  and  possibly  more  required,  but 
as  an  example  is  evidently  required  the 
C.W.S.  ought  to  provide  it. — Yours.  &c 
. i Prestwich.  Alfred  Wood, 

C.W.S.  and  Farming. 

Sir, — It  would  be  great  and  encouraging 
if  agriculture  could  be  added  to  the  success- 
ful enterprises  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. Where  money  has  been  made  in 
normal  times  it  has  often  been  due  to 
trading  and  dealing  rather  than  solely  by 
production.  The  co-operative  movement 
would  stand  the  best  chance  of  success  if 
men  with  an  agricultural  training  were 
directing  this  section  of  its  development- 
practical  rather  than  theoretical.  The 
practical  man  knows  many  important 
details  that  make  Tor  successful  manage 
ment  of  the  farm,  and  producing  to  per- 
fection as  far  as  that  is  possible,  and  lie  is 
able  to  assess  the  explanations  of  others  at 
their,  proper  value.  One  thing  lie  know; 
is  that  no  matter  what  kind  of  season  w< 
have  the  results  need  not  be  wholly  bad. 
There  are  many  compensations,  and  to  say 
that  a wet  or  dry  season  was  responsible 
for  losses  in  itself  would  not  be  a satis- 
factory answer.  If  such  answers  have  to 
be  accepted  the  economic  amelioration  of 
the  people  is  a long  way  from  achievement. 
— Yours,  &c., 

II.  Malam. 

25,  Rayleigh  Grove,  Gateshead. 

The  Trade  Union  Resolution. 

Sra, — With  respect  to  the  recent  extract 
from  the  C.W.S.  report  re  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  directors  as  to  the  action 
to  be  taken  with  tta  resolution  on  trade 
unionism,  passed  at  the  January  quarterly 
meeting,  in  1919,  I would  like  to  point  out 
that  the  policy  of  the  board  appears  to  be 
contained  in  the  final  clause  of  their  recom- 
mendation. It  is  an  amazing  policy  to  be 
adopted  by  tl>e  C.W.S.,  and  in  effe-t,  will 
mean  that  the  C.W.S.  will  again  bo  a non- 
union shop. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  co-operative  movement  should 
desire  .the  employment  of  non-unionists,  and. 
I trust  that  this  recommendation  of  tbd 
board  will  be  defeated. — Yours  faithfully, 
Clement  Stott.  Organise--. 

National  Union  of  Clerks.. 

72,  Market-street,  Manchester, 


TRANSFORMING  OLD  MANCHESTER. 

C.W.S.  DEVELOPMENTS  AT  BROUGHTON  LANE. 


BY  AJ  PHILLIPS. 


Unlike  the  short,  busy  thorough  fa  1'e 
known  as  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  which 
now  so  well  known  throughout  tlie 
British  Isles  and  in  many  foreign  lands,  tlie 
mention  of  7 Cecil-plnce  ” arouses  our.  sense 
of  inquiry  and  wonderment.  Some  might 
say  who  was  lie?  But  our  title  does  licit 
refer  to  p person  : it  relates  to  three  or  four 
houses  or  residences,  as  they  would  he 
styled  in  1871.  These  buildings  stood  in 
their  own  spacious  grounds  in  those  distant 
days,  but  with  the  passing  days  and  years 
succeeding  ohanges  have  wrought  a very  dif- 
ferent aspect  in  the  whole  of  the  appear- 
ance pf  Broughton-lane,  Manchester  and 
Salfoyd — as  the  boundary  between  these  two 
places  crosses  Broughton-lane — and  its 
i mediately  surrounding  district. 

During  the  last  thirty  years  the  C.W.S. 
tve  acquired  extensive  sites  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, and  have  erected  building,  joinery, 


; its 


ole 


uTa'»l 


that  for  about  nine  . . .. 

.was  a caretaker,  who  was  paid  to  do  inuhj,,.. 
but  look  after  the  building;  then  it  pasHq 
into  the  hands  of  a Mr.  J.  Atkin-on,  win* 
by  coincidence,  earriedbon  n fairly  largo 
wheelwright's,  business  for  upwards  0f 
thirty  years,  and  who  sold  the  land 
and  Buildings  to  the  C.W  .S,  sumo  ten  \,;U, 
ago,  to  enable  them  to  erect  their  present 
-up-to-date  electrically-driven  joinery  and 
shapfitting  works.  When  these  works  were 
erected.  Mr.  H.  Tuwnley  was  appointed  man- 
ager  of  the  C.W.S.  Building  Department 
and  although  several  large’  buildings  ami 
factories  had  been  built  prior  to  his  appoint- 
ment. its  activities-  1/a-vv  since-  progressed 
and  increased  beyond  all  expectations,  ami 
d firing  the  last  ten  years  the  whole  of  tlie 
C.W.S.  building  work  has  been  ‘carried  out 
by  its  own  staff  and  organisation,  la  addi- 
tion to  this,  very  large  contracts  have  lieeii 
undertaken  by  the  'Building  Department, 


This  photograph  shows  the  roof  principles  and  whole  roof  being  supported 
by  lifting  jacks,  whilst  the  brickwork  is  being  built  up.  Then  the  whole  roof 
will  be  raised  another  lift,  and  so  on  until  the  correct  height  is  reached,  i.c., 
a 'further  storey  high. 


shopfitting,  and  wlieelwrigliting  works ; 
large  stables;  two-storey  dining-room; 
motor  repair  workshops  and  garage  ; mantle 
factory,  shirt  factory,  cabinet  factory;  laun- 
dry; ready-mades  tailoring  factory;  and  the 
whole  of  the  above  find  healthy  and  produc- 
tive employment  for  several  thousands  of 
workpeople  in  normal  times. 

The  result  is  that  to-day  there  is 
little  left  on  the  land  purchased  by 
the  C.W.S.  to  -indicate  to  the  passer-by 
or  to  give  any  idea  of  what  the  Manchester 
end  of  Broughton-lane  was  like  fifty  years 
ago.  Yet  within  the  area  covered  by  the 
Building  Department  of  the  C.W.S.  there 
stood,  up  to  a few  days  ago,  a very  large 
residence,  which  was  of  great  age,  and  for 
the  past  ten  years  had  been  used  as  a stores. 
But  now  it  has  been  demolished  to  make  way 
for  the  extensions  to  the  Motor  Body- 
building and  Wheelwrights’  Department, 
which  is  one  of  the  sections  of  the  Building 
Department.  This  expansion  has  become 
necessary  in  order  that  they  may  cope  ade- 
quately with  the  greatly  increasing  business 
that  is,  even  in  these  somewhat  depressing 
times,  coming  forward  in  greater  volume 
than  the  average  person  could  expect., 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  trace  the  name 
of  the  first  tenant  of  the  house  that  has 
just  been  pulled  down,  and  which  was 
known  as  “ No.  44.  Ceeil-plaee,”  Broughton- 
lane,  Manchester,  but  it  is  definitely  known 


for  the  erection  of  new  premises  and  the 
supplying  of  shop  fronts  and  fittings,  im  hid- 
ing their  fixing-  complete,  also  the  building 
of  motor  lurry  and  van  bodies,  as  well  i" 
liorse-drawn  vehicles.  It  is  with  the  objeit 
ol  securing  the  major  portion,  if  not  nil, 
of  the  retail  societies’  orders  for  their  re- 
quirements in  the  whole  of  the  foregoing 
classes  of  work  that  these  large  factories 
have  been  built  and  are  now  being  extended. 

As  a final  note,  it  is  indeed  interest- 
ing to  recall  that  only  two-iind-u- 
quarter  years  ago,  what  was  a small 
section  of  the  C.W.S.  Building  Department 
at  Broughton,  viz.,  the  wood  box  and 
packing  case  works  in  Trafalgar-street.  near 
Brough  ton-lane,  is  now  almost  as  large  a-. 
it>  parent.  Yet  this  was  only  i ssilile  by 
iis  migration  to  what  are  now  known  as  the 
C’.W.S.  Langworthy  Saw  Mills,  Vcre-street. 
Salford.  These  mills  are  reputed  to  be  the 
largest  of  their  kind  in  this  country,  and 
one  thing  is  certain — that  is,  that  they  are 
the  most  up-to-date,  so  far  as  the  machinery 
is  concerned. 

The  foregoing  will  convey  some  idea 
of  what  is  being  done  to  find  employ- 
ment for  the  workers  of  this  portion  ol  the 
country,  to  extend  the  co-operative  move- 
ment still  further,  and  make  it  more  nearly 
self-supporting  than  ever  it  has  been  m tin? 
past.  These  developments  are  all  stcpi 
towards  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 


“ Once  again  I li3ve  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  as  this 
month’s  ‘ Millgate.’  " — A literary  and 
educational  authority. 


HOLIDAYS  ! 

What  .ibout  holiday*?  In  nnotliar 
or  so  this  question  will  cause  a geod ' ,'A. 
of  agitation,  but  much  of  the  woiry  ot 
ing  upon  the  most  suitable  pLnc  and  ,n 
details  will  be  saved  if  co-opc- tutors  . 

the  attractive  little  holiday  guid-  publish^ 
by  the  ” Wlieotsheaf  " office  of  the  t » ■ 
at  Balloon-street.  Mnnche-t  r (yrn<e 
The  guide  lias  been  enlarged  and  ext*'11  • 


Tlie  guide 

and  brief  descriptions  are 
attractions  of  170  hnlid-.. 
England,  Wales.  Isle  of  Mail,  Isle  (l‘  ’ . 
and  the  Channel  Islands,  tog 


■the 


of  the 


til  the 


addresses  of  the  nearest  co-op:' 
and  lists  of  apartments.  I'eat  i:  - 

guest  house  and  holiday  camp  see 
holiday  map.  bright  illustrate  n . 
t.ibl:-.  and  a directory  of  co-oiwr.it  iv  • 
Tlie  booklet  is  full  of  just  tfw  mho 
which  ctfcoperatore  on.  holiday  requn 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 


tick 

oth. 


X.td-2 


From  George  Alien  and  rnwm 
• Thp.  Individual  and  the  Co>iu  4 
bv  It.  E.  Roper.  «>.  6d.  ' ]"L! n- 

New  Social  Order.'  by  August  ^ j. 
3s.  Cd. : ” Post  Inwwtbmusm,  *>.  * 
Penty,  Cs.  , Tiro# 

From  Watts  and  Co.  t 
Holyoakf,”  by  Joseph  31  Latte.  - - Dj- 
. From  the  Labour  Pabhdimg  L ^ 
Ltd. : “ The  Pbm#  and  * V 
or  Society,”  by  Norma*  Aagel , 
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mayor  entertains 

GUILDSMEN.  » 
PLEASING  FULHAM  FUNCTION. 

[By  Our  London  Correspondent.] 

The  London  District  Council  of  the  National 
Men’s  Guild  had  a new  and  agreeable  ex- 
perience on  Saturday,  when  they  were  received 
and  entertained  at  their  quarterly  meeting 
by  the  Mayor  of  Fulham  (Councillor  L.  Hill), 
who  is  a gitildsman  and  a member  of  the 
London  Society.  In  the  days  of  the  West 
London  Society,  prior  to  its  amalgamation, 
the  Mayor  did  useful  work  on  the  management 
committee,  whilst  he  is  well-known  for  his 
activities  in  the  trade  union  movement. 
The  Mayor  did  everything  he  possibly  could 
to  make  the  visit  a memorable  one,  and  his 
thoughtful  attention  and  efficient  arrange- 
ments were  appreciated  to  the  uttermost. 

The  Football  Final. 

J.t  was  a notable  day  for  Fulham,  for  the 
meeting  synchronised  with  the  playing  of  the 
football  final  at  Stamford  Bridge,  which  is 
within  the  borough.  Co-operators  found  it 
was  no  easy  matter  to  stem  the  tide  of  football 
enthusiasts  who  came  from  all  quarters  and 
in  all  kinds  of  vehicles.' 

There  was  a regular  pandemonium  at  the 
railway  station  at  Walham  Green,  opposite 
the  Town  Hall,  Avhere  the  guild  council  meeting 
was  held,  and  it  was  a Avelcome  relief  to  leave 
the  noisy  street  and  find  oneself  in  the  quiet- 
ness of  the  Council  Chamber,  which  had  been 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  guilds  by  the 
Mayor.  Needless  to  say  it  formed  a great 
- contrast  to  the  usual  type  of  meeting-place  to 
which  the  council  are  accustomed  in  their 
quarterly  peregrinations. 

Mr.  G.  Withers  of  Wealdstone  (retiring 
president),  opened  the  proceedings,  and  briefly 
welcomed  the  delegates.  Councillor  C.  Wood 
was  appointed  president. 

The  Mayor  then  extended  a cordial  welcome 
to  the  members , that  afternoon.  The  guilds 
had  had,  for  a number  of  years,  a warm  corner 
in  his  heart.  He  became  a member  in  the 
early  days  of  the  war,  when  it  was  a great 
difficulty  to  keep  together  three  or  four 
members  at  the  guild  meetings.  As  far  as 
the  central  branch  in  that  district  was  con 
cerned,  it  was  growing  stronger.  He  was  glad 
to  know'  from  the  reports  presented  at  the 
annual  meeting  at  Gloucester  that  throughout 
the  country  the  Men’s  Guilds  were  increasing 
in  strength.  One  of  the  reasons  he  felt 
attached  to  the  Men’s  Guild  was  that  it  enabled 
them  to  meet  together  on  a common  platform 
and  discuss  matters  ot  interest  from  diKerent 
poin  s of  • iev . 

Secretary's  Report. 

Mr.  J.  S.  T.eigL'on  presented  hie  reoort 
and  financial  rtaiement.  Tue-o  wa-  a balance 
in  band  of  £6  8s.  10d.,  which  included  £v 
rec  ived  hem  the  W-’stiuinstei  guild,  win 
were  thanked  cn  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Withers. 

Hep  uts  wer|  presented  dealing  with  the 
work  in  the  various  branches  in  the  London 
district,  and  these,  on  the  w’hole,  were  of  a 
satisfactory  character.  It  was  decided  to 
hold  the  next  meeting  at  Highgate  in  Juty. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  delegates 
were  escorted  over  the  Town  Hall  by  the 
Mayor,  who  subsequent]}'  entertained  the 
company  to  tea  in  the  committee  rooms. 
The  delegates  paid  the  usual  fer,  which  was 
handed  over  to  the  Fulhai^  Unemployment 
hand  and  the  May-Day  appeal  for  the  Russian 
Famine. 

Later  in  the  evening  the  Mayor  conducted 
dhe  delegates  to  the  borough  electricity  works. 

The  whole  proceedings  were  highly  success- 
ful. and  should  give  a further  fillip  to  the 
'v°ik  of  the  Men’s  District  Council  in  the 
Metrojrolis. 


SPECULATION  AND 
PAPER  MONEY. 

THE  CAUSE  OF  PRESENT  INSTABILITY. 

INFORMATIVE  ADDRESS  TO 

SECRETARIES. 

Following  the  meeting  of  the  secretaries 
in  the  Southern  Section  held  in  the  Assembly 
Hall,  Leman-street,  Louden,  on  April  26th 
a paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Hugh  Dalton,  M.A, 
(lecturer  on  Economics  at  London  Llniver- 
sity),  on  “ Foreign  Exchanges  and  Their 
Influences  on  the  Present  Position.”  Mi 
Neville  (secretary  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society)  was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr. 
Wilkinson,  the  newly  elected  secretary  of 
the  Secretaries’  Association  in  the  London 
district.  Members  of  management  com- 
mittees had  been  invited  to  the  lecture,  and 
there  were  about  100  persons  present. 

The  lecturer  went  into  details  showing 
how  the  pre-war  situation  was  kept 
stabilised  and  that  there  was  very  little 
fluctuation  within  gold  points.  The  reason 
was  simple.  All  civilised  countries  accepted 
tlie  gold  standard.  For  instance,  the  dollar 
was  determined  by  the  demand  for  dollars  by 
those  who  had  gold  and  gold  by  these  who 
had  dollars.  It  was  the  accounts  falling  due 
for  settlement  which  determined  any  fluc- 
tuation there  was,  but  the  gold  standard  set 
limit  to  this,  and  should  the  balance  be 
„going  against  us  it  was  adjusted  by  n ship- 
ment of  gold.  The  -same  thing  happened  if 
sterling  was  getting  too  high.  The  Ameri- 
cans would,  in  their  turn,  send  a consign- 
ment of  gold  to  relieve  the  dollar,  so  that 
the  exchange  should  not.  go  in  our  favour. 

Needless  to  say  there  was  little  or  mo 
speculation  owing  to  the  limit  the  gold 
standard  set,  bfit  to-day  they  found  a vastly 
different  position.  • Enormous  speculations 
were  taking  place  simply  because  the. ex- 
changes fluctuated  so  wildly  and  there  was 
no  gold  check.  One  effect  of  the.  war  was 
that  nearly  all  countries  had  created  largi 
quantities  of  paper  currencies.  . The  pur 
chasing  power  of  these  countries  became 
enormously  swollen  in  comparison  to  the 
commodities.  Bank  credits  equally  assisted 
in  the  anomalous  position.  The' ’American 
Government  were  more  favoured  and  they 
were  in  a position  both  to  lend  lo  the  rest 
of  the  European  nations  money,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  sell  them  goods.  Had  they 
withheld  their  hand  exchanges  would  have 
necessarily  collapsed,  and  the  dollar  would 
have  soared. 

At  the  present  time  the  American  and 
Switzerland  exchanges  are  very  nearly  on  a 
pre-war  basis.  Our  own  sterling  was  10 
per  cent,  depreciated,  France  more  than  50 
per  cent.,  Belgium  a little  worse,  and  Ger- 
man, Polish,  Austrian,  and  Russian  infla- 
tions had  rendered  their  money  almost 
valueless.  At  the  present  time  it  would  pay 
to  buy  Polish  one  marks  and  sell  as  waste 
paper.  It  necessarily  followed  that  there 
was  a close  connection,  between  internal  con- 
ditions and  external  fluctuations,  and  the 
countries  which  had  inflated  their  currency 
had  the  dearest  commodities. 

The  Remedy. 

Naturally,  said  the  lecturer,  they  would 
ask  what  was  the  remedy.  First  of  all  they 
must  stabilise,  and  if  speculation  could  be 
stopped  the  mark,  for  instance,  would 
greatly  appreciate  in  value.  Nations  should 
balance  their  Budgets.  They  should  stop 
inflation  of  paper  currency,  reduce  national 
expenses,  spend  less  on  armaments,  think 
more  about  consolidating  than  of  the  next 
war,  accept  lower  standard  as  sterling 
basis,  re-establish  pre-war  gold  metalism 
and  stabilise  where  they  now  stood.  Gold 
could  he  de-oontrolled.  We,  in  this  countiy, 
had  tb  act  as  though  oui'  gold  were  worth 
no  more  than  the  paper  currency,  whilst 
actually  it  was  worth  10  per  cent.  more.  The 
lecturer  believed  that  we,  as  a nation,  were 
on  the  right  line®.  We  must  sit  tight. 
Allow  no  more  inflation  and  wait  until  °our 
sterling  has  recovered  fully  with  America. 

The  question  had  been  inised  with  regard 
to  the  debt  we  owed  America.  There  was  no 
question  but  that  we  could  pay,  but  it  might 
be  a bad  thing  for  the  Americans  if  we  did, 
as  we  could  only  pay  in  goods.  He  would 
not  reeomrtiend  the  cancelling  of  reparations, 
but  would  certainly  modify  them.  Any 
international  action  was  impossible  until 
each  nation  put  its  own  house  in  order. 

Questions  were  invited,  and  a general 
discussion  ensued. 
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GOOD  RESULTS  AT 

WALTON. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Walton-on- 
Aaze  Fishermen’s  Co-operative  Society  was 
?ld  in  the  Old  School,  High-street,  on  Wed- 
nesday, April  26th.  before  a fair  attendance  of 
wterested  and  enthusiastic  members. 

Hie  society's  popular  President  (Mr.  C.  F.  J. 
arkci),  in  his  opening  remarks,  stated  that  it 
jVas  now  customary  for  the  chairman  of  all 
arge  companies  to  open  up  with  regrets  and 
excuses  as  to  the  great  losses  which,  in  the 
ajority  of  cases,  they  were  having  to  lay  be- 
°re  t^°'r  shareholders,  but  he  was  glad  to  say  he 
TUue  before  them  under  far  happier  conditions. 
'>  had  for  consideration  a record  in  sales 
n profit.  The  society  had  got  over  the  bad 
th  l0<  k0'"1'  mOSt  societies  were  now  passing 
l,t  • These  results  and  the  sound  position 


of  the  society  were  due  to  the  untiring  efforts 
of  their  manager  (Mr.  W.  K.  Yeadon).  pe 
was  a bom  co-operator,  and  they  were  proud 
of  the  fact  that  Walton,  thirty-seven  years  ago, 
introduced  his  father  into  the  movement  in 
the  days  of  the  old  defunct  society. 

The  Auditor  (Mr.  Elliot)  explained  the 
balance  sheet  in  detail.  The  sales  showed  a 
considerable  increase  over  the  corresponding 
period  last  year,  although  prices  were  35  per- 
cent. down.  He  had  allowed  5 per  cent, 
interest  on  investments,  £10  to  reserve  fund, 
and  stocks  were  /ully  depreciated.  There  re- 
mained unappropriated  £43  4s.  7d.  The  com- 
mittee recommended  a Is.  dividend. 

The  two  retiring  committeemen,  Messrs. 
Hobson  and  Halls,  were  re-elected,  and  Mr. 
Lee  was  elected  in  place  of  Mr.  Walker. 


WORK  OF  THE  I.C.A. 

_ THE  INTERNATIONAL  SPIRIT  OF 
BROTHERHOOD. 

BIG  GATHERING  AT  SWINDON. 


A gathering  of  130  delegates  from  societies,  trade 
unions,  mid  other  organisations  within  the  district 
met  at  the  Wesley  Institute,  Swindon,  on  Saturday, 
April  29th,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Oxford  District 
Association.  Mr.  G.  Marslmian  (president  of  Swindon 
Industrial  Sgpiety)  occupied  the  chair. 

Mr.  J.  Dickinson  (Co-operative  Union)  introduced 
t'.ie  subject  fo^  discussion.  He  gave  un  interesting 
resume  of  events  leading  to  the  formation  of  the 
Internationa]  Co-operative  Alliance  and  its  develop- 
menta  during  and  since  the  war.  He  thought  tfie  spirit 
< f the  Alliance  hud  changed  somewhat  since  its  forma- 
t*°9-  Co-operation,  lie  proceeded,  was  not  merely 
extension  of  trading  operations,  with  no  realtiies 
ideals,  but  represented  the  spirit  of  brotherhood,  where 
service  to  the  community  was  uppermost.  The  efforts 
“-  Vnnsittart  Neale.  Henry  Wolff,  and  Sir  William 
Maxwell  had  achieved  much  in  bringing  about  a closer 
union  of  the  co-operators  of  this  and  other  count: 
and  although  the  war  had  proved  a temporary  check, 
the  Basle  Congress  had  given  fresh  vigour  to  tin 
work  of  international  co-operative  understanding.  It 
was  possible  for  international  co-operation  to  influence 
internationnl  politics.  What  the  people  desired 
pence;  but  although  numerous  conferences  had  been 
lidd  since  1919.  Governments  hod  entered  into 
solution  of  world  affairs  on  the  old  and  wrong  Jines. 
The  voice  of  I lie  people  should  be  heard.  They  should 
not  rest  satisfied  with  their  own  local  efforts,  but 
recognise  that  international  peace  and  cooperation 
were  synonymous  terms. 

Numerous  questions  were  put  to  Mr.  Dickinson,'  and 
sat isfactorily  answered. 

The  Spirit  of  Brotherhood. 

Mr.  Becklev  (Reading)  was  of  opinion  that  the 
work  nr  the  I.C.A.  was  not  so  well  known  as  it 
should  he.  He  thought  there  should  be  closer  working 
between  the  C.W.S.  board  and  the  Alliance.'  Inter- 
trading  between  different  societies  Was  needed,  and 
co-operation  made  a living  reality. 

Mr.  Smith  (Swindon)  said  the  spirit  of  brotherhood 
must  dominate  the  efforts  of  the  workers  of  thi 
and  other  countries. 

Mr.  Hunt  (Swindon  Labour  Party)  was  of  opinion 
that  they  should  put  their  own  house  in  order  before 
looking  abroad.  The  competitive  system  should  be 
beaten  and  the  spirit  of  brotherhood  substituted. 

Mr.  Wooldridge  (Rending)  considered  they  were  in 
state  of  evolution,  and  at  present  slaves’  in  every 
■edition.  The  remedy  lay  in  the  hands  of  the  people, 
hut  they  hesitated  to  take  advantage  of  their  oppor- 
tunities. They  were  false  to  their  ideals  in  supporting 
capitalist  newspapers  to  the  detriment  of  their  own 
literature.  By  fuller  acceptance  of  co-operation,  such 
"''•Is  as  unemployment  would  not  exist  as  at  present. 

Mr.  Bullock  (Swindon)  said  during  the  war  British 
en  fought  side  by  side  with  their  Continental 
brothers,  and  now  they  should  work  co-operatively 
'J  here  were  many  ways  in  which  they  could  help  their 
French  and  Belgian  allies,  and  he  favoured  Wholesale 
Societies  exchanging  commodities  by  the  system  of 
barter. 

Mrs.  Lack  (Swindon)  thought  they  should  ignore 
party  politics,  and  make  their  policy  the  well-being 
■f  the  people.  Extensive  “propaganda  should  be  carried 
-n  to  teach  people  how  to  work  and  trade  for  each 
other’s  good. 

Messrs.  Arinins,  Palmer,  and  Smith  (Swindon),  Arnett 
(Chipping  Norton),  Green,  Ramsey,  and  Sirs.  F, 
(Oxford),  and  others  took  part  in  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Dickinson  replied,  and  was  accorded  a vote  ;of 
thanks,  son  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wooldridge  (Head- 
ing), seconded  by  Mr.  C.  Taylor,  J.P.  (Swindon). 


“ Woman's  Outlook  " for  reliable  recipes. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 

Great  Yarmouth — Mr.  0.  T.  Kiug  me- 
tiled  over  a large  and  enthusiastic  gather- 
ing of  members  in  the  Oo-operative  Hall 
on  April  26th.  He  remarked  upon  the 
splendid  results  obtained,  especially  so 
when  taking  into  consideration  the  present 
trade  depression,  the  reduced  value  of 
commodities,  and  the  unemployment  in  the 
district.  He  was  of  opinion  that  they  had 
every  cause  to  congratulate  themselves. 
During  the  past  thirteen  weeks  163  new 
members  had  joined.  He  congratulated 
the  members  on  the  sales,  which  amounted 
to  £29,066,  a6  _ against  £32.765  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Though 
showing  an  actual  decrease  of  cash  taken 
he  pointed  out  that  the  volume  of  trade 
was  an  increase.  Prices  of  food,  <fce.,  had 
fallen  about  35  per  cent.  Allowing  only 
for  a fall  of  25  per  cent.,  the  sale  of  goods 
over  last  year  showed  an  increase  of  15.5 
>er  cent.  The  stability  of  the  society  had 
ieen  questioned  by  several  critics.  He 
(tlie  president)  pointed  out" that  the  society 
<vas  never  better  or  financially  sounder  than 
it  was  to-day.  Given  a reasonable  time 
the  society  could  realise  25s.  to  every 
pound  invested.  Mr.  D.  T.  King  was  re- 
elected president  without  opposition.  Mr. 
AY.  Scales  (secretary  of  the  educational 
committee)  reported  that  several  concerts, 
whist  drives,  &c.,  had  been  given  during 
the  winter  session,  all  with  great  success. 
As  a result  of  the  whist  drives  the  hand- 
some sum  of  £33  had  been  handed  to  tlie 
secretary  for  the  relief  of  unemployed 
members. 


IS  THIS  A RECORD? 

\\  alton-on-Naze  eo-operators  are  very 
jubilant  over  tl>2  fact  that  every  person 
fitting  on  the  local  Urban  District  Council 
is  a member  of  the  local  co-operative 
society  and  the  chairman  of  the  Urban 
Council  was  ©Iso  recently  returned  by  a 900 
majority  to  tlie  Essex  County  Council.  Two 
Members  of  Parliament  are  also  members  of 
tlie  society. 


CROYDON  CHILDREN’S 

EFFORT. 

SUCCESSFUL  ENTERTAINMENT.  - 

Tn KK v.  was  a ,rowd  of  bright  children  in 
St.  Michael's  Hall,  \Ves,  Croydon,  ,,u 
Monday  last  Aveek,  and  the  members  of  the 
Croydon  Junior  Guild  of  the  South  Subur- 
ban C’o-operative  Society  apparently  enjoyed 
their  entertainment  as  much  ns  tin?  audisuce 
they  entertained. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  entertainment 
Avas  an  original  fanciful  operetta  bv  Louis 
Tisdale  entitled  “ Jack  Frost,”  of  which  ibo 
children  gaA-e  an  intelligent  interpretation-, 
and  when  Fairy  Sunshine  (Doris  Noyce) 
liteially  brought  wicked  Jack  Frost  (Joseph 
Halls)  to  his  knees  e\rerybody  Avas  bright  and 
merry.  Many  tuneful  songs  and  clloruse® 
Avere  sung  by  tlie  performers,  avIio  were 
Edward  O’Gormnn,  Walter  Snelling,  Wil- 
liam Doran,  Ruby  Millar,  Dorothy  Sisley, 
Doris  Cox.  Merlin  Cage,  Ncra  Bi-oath,  and 
Kathleen  Sisley  (pianist). 

A miscellaneous  entertainment  folloAved 
and  consisted  of  songs,  recitation®,  (lances, 
dialogues,  and  pianoforte  duets  by  George 
Keiiing,  Kathleen  Sisley,  Olive  Stuart, 
Edith  Palmer, 'Norah  and  Joyce  Spence,  Ivy 
Jilbury  Doris  Noyce,  Doreen  Drummond 
Doris  Hunt,  Doreen  Keiiing,  Willie  Keilin" 
Rlioda  Packer  Maisie  Champion,  Olive  Hen- 
son, Dorothy  Sisley,  and  Ruby  Millar.  Mi.,, 
E.  Turley,  avIio  trained  the  children,  re- 
ceived and  deserved  the  commendations  of  all 
on  the  results  of  her  labour. 

Certificates  were  handed  to  several  class 
students  avIio  had  been  successful  in  the 
examination®  by  Mrs.  Marlow. 


THE  POWER  OF  THE 

MOVEMENT. 

MR.  R.  HIBBERD  AT  JERSEY. 

Jersey  co-operators  had  the  opportunity 
of  learning  a good  deal  about  the  great 
movement,  of  which  they  form  a part, 
when  Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (secretary,  Southern 
Section  of  tlie  Co-operative  Union)  paid  a 
A’isit  to  the  island  on  Wednesday  last 
week.  The  occasion  Avas  a public  meeting, 
over  which  Deputy  E.  ('.  Boielle  presided. 

Mr.  Hibberd  explained  the  origination 
of  the  co-operative  movement  among  the 
twenty-eight  flannel  weavers  of  Rochdale, 
who  commenced  with  a capital  of  £28.  In 
1920  the  movement  returned  profits  to  its 
members  to  the  amount  of  £20,000.000. 
He  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  C.W.S. , 
which  now  owned  and  controlled  eight  flour 
mills,  four  boot  factories,  four  jam  fac- 
tories, four  printing  works,  an  insurance 
agency,  a motor-car  works,  a coal-mine, 
farms,  and  nurseries.  Members  of  the 
Jersey  Society  participated  in  these 
schemes,  and  lie  Avished  them  to  realise 
they  Avere  members  of  the  C'o-operative 
-Wholesale  Society. 

Mr.  Hibberd  mentioned  also  that  the 
C.W.S.  had  tea  estates  in  India  and  C'eylon, 
■and  in  regard  to  soap,  the  C.W.S,  was  the 
only  firm  left  to  combat  Avitli  the  combine. 
The  society  Avas  also  an  important  factor 
in  the  banking  world,  and  did  banking 
business  for  2,000.AVorking  men’s  associa- 
tions, and  the  turnover  of  the  bank  Avas 
over  £500,000,000. 


ITEMS  OF  INTEREST. 

The  annual  May-Day  festival  and  revels 

?ro  celebrated  at  4he  Rlmvbina  Garden 
Village  on  Saturday  lpst,  and  attracted  a large 
number  of  visitors  from  all  parts  of  South 
Wales.  About  200  children  and  adults  took 
part  in  the  ceremony  of  the  crowning  of  the 
May  Queen  (Miss  Dilys  Jones),  and  she  Avas 
subjected  to  the  attentions  of  a battery  of 
professional  and  amateur  photographers.  The 
proceedings  were  marked  by  a dignified  gaiety, 
and  everyone,  present  entered  into  the  spirit  of 
the  ceremony.  The  retiring  May  Queen  (Miss 
Molly  Edmunds),  after  croavning  the  newly- 
elected  queen,  Avas  in  turn  crowned  Avith  a 
wreath  of  laurel.  Afterwards,  Morris,  aesthetic, 
and  country  dances  took  place  on  the  village 
green,  and  the  revels  continued  until  a late 
hour.  RhiAvbina  Garden  Village,  Avhich  is 
situated  four  miles  out  of  Cardiff,  and  consists 
of  about  250  houses,  Avas  built  by  the  Cardiff 
Workers’  Co-operative  Building  Society  at  a 
cost  of  over  £210,000. 

Councillor  Charles  Wood,  who  has  been 
elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  London  Dis- 
trict Council,  National  Men’s  Guild,  is  an  ardent 
worker  in  the  South  Suburban  Society.  He 
is  the  president  of  the  C'atford  Men’s  Guild, 
and  is  a Labour  member  of  the  Lewisham 
Borough  Council. 

A staff  benevolent  fund  has  been  formed  in 
connection  avith  the  London  Co-operative 
Society.  Mr.  J.  Webster  has  been  appointed 
president,  Mr.  G.  L.  Banks  treasurer,  and  Mr. 
G.  Coffin  secretary. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pnges_ should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  “ Women's  Pages,' 
“ Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Mitigate, 
Manchester.  - 


DIVIDEND. 

We  hope  the  correspondence  now 
going  forward  in  our  “ Pages”  on  the 
question  of  ‘‘  Collective  Dividends  ” will 
be  taken  up  very  seriously  by  our 
readers. 

While  there  is  - much  to  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  ordinary  form  of  distribut- 
ing the  surplus  of  co-operative  trading  in 
the  form  of  dividend  upon  purchases, 
allotted  to  each  individual  member  ac- 
cording to  her  purchases,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  ” collective  ” use  of  such 
surpluses  would  make  an  advanced  step 
towards  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth. 

The  great  mass  of  co-operative  mem- 
bers still  need  the  helping  hand  of  the 
dividend  -to  give  them  a backing  of  self- 
dependence — it  is  the  important  advan- 
tage which'  co-operative  trading  has  to 
offer.  Personally,  we  hesitate  to  stig- 
matise those  who  join  for  the  sake  of  the 
dividend  as  wholly  selfish  and  self- 
seeking.  We  have  a shrewd  -suspicion 
that  to  offer  pensions  and  assistance 
when  unemployed,  or  other  collective 
forms  of  benefit  appli^/to rUie individual , 
might  quite  as  easily  i appeal  to  the  self- 
interest  of  some.  ■ 111  -•' / : ' 

Pet  us  take  it  for  granted'  then  that  the 
dividend,  as  at  present  distributed  by 
mutual  agreement  and  pn  fair  lines — that 
is,  in  accordance  wifji  j;ach  member’s 
loyalty — is  not  in  itseTUm  ill  thing,  but 
has,  on  the  contrary,  been  an  exceedingly 
good  thing  for  the  working  people. 

&HAT  ARE  WE  DOING 
FOR  THE  POOR? 

Certainly  there  is  something  more  in 
co-operation  than  the  dividend,  other- 
wise we  should,  not  be  weathering  the 
storms  of  the  past  year  as  we  are  doing. 
One  finds  this  something  in  the  mutual 
confidence  which  our  methods  inspire  and 
in  the  freedom  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment from  that  destructive  error  of -com- 
petitive methods,  “ profit  on  price.” 

Pet  us  “ get  together,”  as  our  American 
comrades  would  say,  and  study  this 
question  of  the  use  of  collective  dividends 
in  its  broadest  issues. 

It  is  only  when,  .in  their  collective 
capacity,  the  members  elevate  dividend 
into  a fetish,  and  refuse  to  examine 
other  possible  avenues  of  collective  co- 
operation,  that  it  becomes  a menace  to, 
co-operative  progress. 

The  society  which  has  liberal  educa-; 
tional  funds,  and  gives  liberal  support  to 
convalescent  homes  or  funds,  practises 
collective  insurance,  recognises  the  claims 
of  employees,  its  women’s  guilds,  and  its 
children’s  organisations — all  excellent 
examples  of  collective  use  of  surpluses — 
is  not  likely  to  be  greatly  burdened  with 
dividend-hunters.  JBut  undoubtedly 
there  is  very  much  more  to  be  done  even 
yet  in  the  direction  of  using  our  divi- 
dends collectively.  We  need  to  realise 
our  mutual  opportunities  and  our  mutual 
obligations  in  a larger  degree. 

What  are  we  doing  for  the  large  mass 
of  workers  still  outside  our  ranks — those 
who  are  still  within  the  poorest  grades 
of  society — to  bring  them  within  the 
Commonwealth  ? Have  we  any  right, 
in  fact,  to  talk  of  a Commonwealth,  in- 
deed, until  our  organisation  is-  so  per- 
fected that  the  poorest  can  take  advan- 
tage of  it  ? 

Are  we,  in  fact,  at  all  concerned  with 
the  needs  of  this  section  of  the  people,  or 
are  we  not  for  the  time  being  more  con- 
cerned with  conserving  our  own  advan- 
tages ? 


The  Cambridge  District  Conference  was 
held  at  Bnldook  on  the  26th  ultimo,  about 
thirty  delegates  l>eing  present.  Airs.  Coun- 
cillor Moore  read  a j>aper  °n  ‘ Unemploy- 
ment and  Co-operative  Trade.”  There  was 
n lengthy  discussion.,  the  members  praising 
the  new  line  of  goods  the  CAWS,  is  now 
producing,  i.e.,  10s.  9d.  and  12s.  6d.  shoes 
tor  women,  also  the  15s.  64.  boots  for  men. 
One  member  stated  that  her  son  was  in  a tin 
works,  where  they  cut  their  boots  a great 
«feal,  but  the  15s.  6d.  boot  had  «oru  as  well 
ns  some  30s.  pairs.  Another  delegate 
praised  the  8s.  lid.  skirts,  one  of  which  she 
vras  wearing. 


surgical  and  medical  appliances.  vTh?^'  doP> 
-amt-mean  that  the  member/*  -t^vEwlHt-tion  is 
higher. 

he-gnly- ooadit-ioiis  Wring  hospital. 

convaI^|Jlnt^  dehtal,  oi^dptic-^raettBKient 
are  that  members  shaJJjia  vg  h’tOT  on  the 
books  einoe  1918,  and  that  application  is 
made  prior  to  receiving  treatment. 


WHAT  ABOUT  YOUR  EYES  AND  TEETH  ? 

FREE  OPTICAL  AND  DENTAL  TREATMENT  GIVEN  BY  C.W.S. 


The  C.W.S.  Health  Insurance  Section  has 
always  been  to  tile  forefront  with  its  benefits. 

About  twelve  months  ago  we  were  able  to 
point  out  in  our  " Women's  Pages”  that 
the  society  offered  free  convalescent,  hospi- 
tal, arid  dental  treatment,  all -of  which  are 
greatly  appreciated  by  women  members,  ns 
was  pointed  iciut  at  the  annual  meeting,  held 
on  Saturday  last"  in  Manchester,  at  which 
many  women  were  present  in  the  capacity  of 
delegates. 

But,  in  addition  to 
the  benefits  already  men- 
tioned, there  are  now 
special  monetary  benefits 
to  women,  additional  cash 
of  Is.  6d:  per  week  being 
given  , daring  sickness, 
i.e.,  13s.  6d.  instead  of 
the  statutory  benefit  of 
12s. ; 9d.  per  week  during 
disablement,  i.e.,  8s.  3d. 
instead  of  7s.  6d. ; while 
the  maternity  benefit 
has  been  increased  from 
40s.’ to  43s. 


-mil 
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PUSH  IT  ! 

‘ 1 have  never  found  a dull  page  in 
Woman's  Outlook, writes  Mrs. 
Smith  ( Warsop).  “ increase  my  order 
rom  3 to  5^  dozen.” 


May  Issue  Now  On  Sale. 


Price 


Tfie  advantage  of  being 
a member  of  the  C.W.S.  Health  Insurance 
Section  is  obvious,  even,  if  the  benefits  ended 
there,  but  they  don’t.  Further  benefits  are 
to  be  given,  the  sfebftftml  jJHWfi  is  in  g “to  pay 


111*  Whole  or  part  pVHicMiTent- 

[ififit'atiid  the  whiff  part  of'the’  dftst  of 


WORKING  WOMEN 
AND  EDUCATION. 


The  conference  on  ‘ ' The  Higher  Educa- 
tion for  Working  Women,”  held  last  Satur- 
day in.  Birmingham,  was  one  of  a series  being 
held  up  and  down  the  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  known  the  facilities  open  to 
women  for  higher  education  at  Ruskiu 
College,  Oxford. 

One-bundred-and-sixty  delegates  were 
present,  the  majority  being  representatives 
of  the  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild.  Coun- 
cillor Mrs.  Howes  (Birmingham),  an  ardent 
guildswicman,  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mrs. 
Reynolds  (educational  committee,  Birming- 
ham Society)  was  one  of  the  chief  speakers. 
Mrs.  Dewsbury  (the  Guild  national  presi- 
dent) was  also  present,  and  contributed  to 
tlte  general  discussion. 

Miss'  A.  M.  Adam  (a  Ruskiu  College 
student)  opened  the  conference  with  a paper 
showing  existing  facilities,  and  -Mis.  Rey- 
nolds gave  a moat  racy  address  on  " The 
Purpose  of  Education,”  pointing  out  that  a 
real  desire  for  education  is  inherent  in  the 
oo-operative  movement.  Education  was  in- 
tended for  human  beings  to  whom  it  was  ®n 
asset  and  an  uplift.  Many  had  a wrong 
conception  of  tire  purpose  of  education, 
which  had  been  regarded  as  a means  for  pro- 
curing a better  job,  rather  than  for  tile  com- 
plement of  human  life.  For  the  workers 
education  had  tended  to  follow  vocational 
lines,  whilst  the  wealthier  classes  regarded 
it  in  the  light  of  a finish. 

A good  discussion  followed.  Airs.  Dews- 
bury guided  the  conference  on  right  lines, 
when  in  answer  to  the  paper  read  by  Miss 
Adant  she  asked  if  women  were  ready  to  give 
the  same  education  to  girls  -is  was  given  to 
boys.  And  again,  following  on  Mrs.  Rey- 
nold's paper,  she  pointed  out  that  education 
was  a political  question,  being  settled  for  us 
in  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  present 
time.  Site  also  pointed  out  that  most  educa- 
tion authorities  provided  more  scholarships 
for  boys  than  girls.  Vocational  training 
was  largely  in  the  hands  of  mothers,  who 
frequently  insisted  on  practical  work  rather 
than  subjects  such  as  Latin. 

The  evening  session  was  addressed  by 
Miss  F.  Goddard  (another  Ruskin  College 
student),  who  in  dealing  with  methods  and 
educational  policy  pointed  out  that  the  Co- 
operative Union  have  on  their  programme 
educational  and  moral  development. 


A new  Guild  branch  has  been  opened  at 
fieeeton,  near  Nottingham,  by  Airs.  Bayliss 
(district  secretary),  supported  by  Mr. 
Harding  (secretary,  Nottingham  Society’s 
education  committee).  The  officials  are 
Mrs.  Roberts,  president ; Mrs.  Arland,  vice- 
president  ; Mrs.  Richards,  secretary ; and 
Mrs.  Holden,  treasurer.  Mrs.  Newbury 
and  Mrs.  Wakefield  form  the  committee. 


The  society  has  a panel  of  registered 
dentists  and  opticians  in  every  district,  so 
that  mo  woman  member  need  hesitate  about 
getting  efficient  treatment.  True,  women 
have  been  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the 
dental  benefits;  over  twice  as  ninny  men 
have  made  application.  It  would  seem  that 
women  co-operators  do  net  realise  the  connec- 
tion between  teeth  and  illness.  This  know- 
ledge will  become  general  in  the  course  of 
time.  Meanwhile,  should  gas  be  necessary 
for  the  extractions,  their 
own  C'.W.S.  Health  In- 
surance Society  contri- 
butes towards  that  cost, 
and  even  goes  so  far  as 
to  visit  any  woman  suf- 
fering from  an  illness  due 
to  carious  teeth,  sug- 
gesting she  should  have 
new  dentures/ the  section 
paying  part  or  the  whole 
of  the  oust,  according  to 
circumstances. 

The  type  of  person  the 
society  can  help  most  is 
the  elderly  domestic 
servant'  who  is  too  decrepit  to  be  employed 
in  industry.  Often  such  women  suffer  from 
defective  teeth  or  bad  eyesight,  and  with 
their  small  remuneration  are  utiabl?  to  pay 
even  half  towards  the  cost  of  new  dentures 
or  glasses 

Every  week  the  C.W.S.  Health  Insurance 
•Section  pays  on  an  average  11,000 
disci blement  benefits  to  women. 

We  regret  to  reoord  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Reece  (secretary  of  the  Wallasey  Guild), 
who  was  always  a loyal  worker  and  supporter 
of  co-operation  through  the  Biikeniiead 
Society. 


lid. 


f SEEING’S 

BELIEVING. 


One  of  the  C.W.S.  75s. 


Ax  interesting  in- 
novation in  connection 
with  the  spring  confer- 
ences of  the  Women's 
Guild  is  the  display  of 
those  C.W.S.  drapery 
goods  at  what  are 
now  known  as  “ fixed 
prices.”  These  include 
blouses,  skirts,  hand- 
kerchiefs, costumes, 
corsets,  nightdresses, 
&c. 

On  all  sides  on 
Saturday  last,  when 
the  exhibition  was 
held  in  the  Mitchell 
Memorial  Hall  at  Man- 
chester, most  favour- 
able comments  were 
made  by  the  women 
delegates,  especially  in 
connection  with  the 
oostumes.  These 
models,  cut  in  the 
best  style  and  made  of 
the  best  material  in 
gaberdine  and  serge, 
are  really  well  tail- 
ored, and  can  be  had 
for  65s.  and  75s. 

” I am  sorry,”  ob- 
served one  body, 
11  that  the  ‘ Wheat- 
sheaf  ’ boots  and  shoes 
are  not  on  view;  they 
are  of  the  best  value, 
and  should  have  been 
6een  by  all  the  dele- 
gates.” 

Then  tlip  striped 


sXT-usrsu  ;n,  a*35- 

gaberdine,  and  trimmed  ® jard  was  ail  easy 
with  rows  of  military  favounte.  One  delc- 
brald  and  small  buttons,  gate,  a dressmaker, 
said  : “ I consider  this 
sponge  cloth  at  3s.  3d.  a yard  equal  to  any 
offered  at  5s.  As  for  the  gaberdine  cos- 
tumes, they  cannot  be  beaten.  That  fawn 
one.  trimmed  with  military  braid,  would  be 
delightful  for  best  wear,  and  would  last 
three  seasons.  At  any  private  shop  the 
cost  would  be  £6  6s.' ’ 

“ These  nightdresses  at  4«.  lid.  are 
splendid  value  for  our  daughters,”  observed 
another  delegate.  “ but  where  do  we 
mothers  oome  in?  The  Jap  silk  blouses,  too. 
are  just  the  thing  for  our  girls,  but  we  want 
something  more  serviceable.  Jap  silk  is  not 
good  washing  material.” 

' The  goods  should  have  been  on  sale.” 
remarked  yet  another.  ” The  difficulty  will 
be  in  getting  them  at  our  stores,”  was  the 
comment  of  another. 

I1  Candidly.”  said  a delegate  as  we  left 
the  hall,  *'  l have  often  read  the  descrip- 
tions of  C.W.S.  drapery  shows  in  the 
’ News . ' but  I could  never  believe  they  were 
quite  true,  but  rather  a stretch  of  the 
writer’s  imagination.  I say  this  because  of 
the  had  drapery  displays  our  society  makes ; 
but  now  I have  seen  for  myself,  and  seeing 
is  believing.” 


IN  CIVIC  AND  CO-OPERATIVE 
LIFE. 


Mrs.  J.  M'Yittie  Mrs.  Noall, 

Waddington,  elected  to  Cowes 
elected  to  Blackburn  Society's'  Board  of 
Board  of  Guardians.  Management. 


A CRISIS  AND  A TEST. 

EQUAL  PAY  FOR  EQUAL  WORK. 

MARRIED  WOMEN  IN 

INDUSTRY, 


The  question  of  “ Married  Women  in 
Industry  ” is. raised  in  the  paper  being  read 
at  the  spring  conferences  of  the  Women's 
Guild,  and  on  Saturday  last  the  Lancashire 
women  put  questions  on  the  subject  which 
were  answered  by  Miss  Enfield. 

Mrs.  Beattie  (Altrincham)  asked  whether 
the  married  women  in  industry  did  not  tend 
to. swell  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed. 

Mrs.  Evans  (Hanley)  wondered  whether 
fault  could  be  found  with  the  married 
woman  in  industry  if  she  couhl  provide  work 
ill  her  own  home  for  a iingle  woman. 

A Delegate:  What  about  the  married 
woman  employed  in  the  scholastic  profes- 
sion ? Isn’t  she  “ keeping  out  ” lier  younger 
single  sister? 

Nurse  Griffin  (Flixton)  could  not  see  lunv 
it  would  he  possible  to  differentiate  between 
married  women  and  widows.  If  married 
women  had  no  access  to  the  labour  market, 
their  freedom  would  be  gone.  Married 
women  were  allowed  to  ‘‘char”  und  nurse, 
but  when  hard  times  came  it  was  women 
who  cried  “turn  married  women  out.” 
Complete  freedom  should  be  granted  to  both 
married  and  single  women. 

Mrs.  Gent  (Birkenhead)  thought  the  mar- 
ried woman  should  not  go  out  to  work  unless 
it  was  necessary. 

Mrs.  Heaton  (Manchester  District  presi- 
dent) considered  the  question  of  married 
women  in  industry  too  wide  a subject  to  ho 
dealt  with  at  a conference  of  that  character, 
Everything  depended  on  circumstances. 

Mrs.  Greenwood  (sectional  council)  main- 
tained that  married  women  were  forced  to 
work  when  their  husbands  were  having  their 
wages  drastically  reduced,  and  if  not  allowed 
to  enter  industry,  women  would  defeat  their 
own  ends  and  lower  the  worker's -standard 
ol  life. 

Replying.  Miss  Enfield  admitted  that  it 
was  impossible  to  deal  with  such  a question 
thoroughly  in  the  time  at  disposal.  Refer- 
ence to  tlio  matter  had  been  made  in  the 
paper  owing  to  the  present  crisis,  which  was 
testing  their  principles  as  women  citizens 
and  as  co-operators,  and  care  should  he 
taken  that  such  difficulties  did  not  lead 
them  from  the  main  track  and  principle, 
namely,  that  of  equal  pay  for  equal  work 

The  question  regarding  married  women 
debarring  their  single  sisters  from  industry 
was  too  narrow  a view  to  take;  the  broader 
issue  should  be  kept  to  the  front.  The  ques- 
tion of  women  in  industry  und  hi  the  home 
was  in  peril,  and  required  all  their  support. 
The  matter  would  lie  taken  up  r.t  the  district 
conferences. 


The  Wiltshire  District  held  a conference 

recently  at  Trowbridge.  Mm.  Archer  spoke 
on  “ The  Co-operative  Party.”  The  speaker 
said  that  whatever  took  place  in  t lio  move- 
ment from  the  political  side  ueedcJ  I tacking 
up  by  the  Women’s  Guild.  Agricultural 
Labour,  instead  of  beir.g  made  a profitable 
employment,  woo  bring  driven  off  the  land. 
Olu-age  pensions,  said  the  speaker,  could  be 
£1  a week  if  the  Iiigli  pensions  of  judges  and 
naval  and  military  officers  w?re  red  wed. 
Working  people  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
exploiters.  While  wages  were  being  reduc'd 
it  was  likely -hours  of  labour  would  be  ,n* 
creased.  Capitalistic  frrees  were  up  again-- 
co-operation,  and  it  was  only  by  the  est ' »' 
lishroent  of  a strong  Co-operative  Party  tle.  v 
could  hope  to  fight  their  enemies. 

“ This  is  my  first  attendance  at  a 3fen» 
Guild  meeting.”  said  Mrs.  Prosser,  J >■ 
(Central  Committee,  W.C.G.).  when 
ing  at  the  annual  meeting,  at  Gloucester- 
’•The  Men's  and  Women's  Guild  mem* 
bers.”  she  said  ” should  work  together  i 
harmony,  each  in  their  own  organisation*, 
and  from  their  own  point  of  view,  but 
ing  together  in  the  broader  issues- 

The  recently-formed  Sole  nod  A»hton-<'»- 
Mersey  Guild  held  its  first  socijl  nnd  > 
on  the  19th  in«t.  Abcmt  100  member- 
friend > were  present.  Refreshment* 
provided  by  tlie  Guild  branch-  Mrs ■ **  J 
(president)  was  in  tlie  chair.  The  bn* 
has  now  a membership  of  about  sixty  __ 


OSTOX  SPA.  YORKSHIRE— THE 
CAPe.—PfUt*  e*wrl  jar.— Apply. 


S' 

arm  sod  District  Co-opcraUv-  S-iwsty 
Bostoe  S{«  Rra&cb,  Sj»,  Tortta 
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WOMEN'S  PAGES. 

UNEMPLOYMENT  AND  CO-OPERATIVE 

TRADE. 


A CRISIS  AND  A TEST:  LANCASHIRE  WOMEN  SPEAK  OUT. 


The  Lancashire  Sectional  Guild  Conference,  held  in  the  Mitchell  Memorial 
Hall,  Manchester,  on  Saturday  last,  was  significant  for  the  large  attendance, 
the  welcome  given  to  the  new  general  secretary  (Miss  Enfield),  and  for  the  very 
vigorous  discussion,  the  delegates  offering  good  suggestions  for  increasing  and 
fostering  co-operative  trade. 

A new  departure  was  the  exhibition  of  C.W.S.  productions  at  fixed  prices, 
described  elsewhere. 


MANY  THINGS. 

MEMBERS  AND  EMPLOYEES  NEED 
EDUCATING. 


In  her  capacity  as  chair- 
man of  the  conference, 

.Mrs.  Blair  (Central  Com- 
mittee) drew  the  delegates’ 

.attention  to  the  various 

•fixed  prices”  on  C.W.S. 
goods  at  the  far  end  of 
the  hall ; and  before  read- 
ing her  paper  Miss  Enfield 
thanked  the  Lancashire 
guild  members  for  their 
confidence  in  electing  her 
as  general  secretary.  It 
it  as  difficult,  she  said, 
to  step  into  the  shoes  of 
Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  and 
Miss  Harris.  The  guild 
was  still  growing.  -Fifty 
new  branches  were  wait- 
ing affiliation.  (Applause.) 

Miss  Enfield  then  read  her 
paper,  extracts  of  which 
have  already  appeared  in 
bur  11  Women’s  Pages.” 

Mrs.  Davies  (Uheetliam  Hill)  thought 
every  society  should  be  forced  to  stock 
more  C.W.S.  goods. 

Mrs.  Knowles  (Eccles)  asked  if  the 
speaker  believed  in  men  receiving  equal 
pay  for  equal  work? 

Miss  Enfield : Certainly,  I believe  in 

men  receiving  equal  pay  for  the  same  kind 
<>f  work.  But  we  have  to  remember  that 
the  man  whose  work  requires  greater  skill 
or  thought  deserves  a higher  wage  than  lie 
whose  work  is  unskilled  or  requires  little 
concentration. 

Mrs.  Bevau  (Beswick)  thought  every 
new  employee  should  be  made  acquainted 
nitli  the  aims  and  ideals  of  the  movement. 

Mrs.  Dawson  (Harpurhey)  suggested 
that  those  employees  who,  owing  to  poor 
trade,  could  not  he  employed  full-time  in 
tlio  shops,  should  he  engaged  to  canvass 
members.  Stocks  in  the  grocery  depart- 
ment should  never  be  allowed  to  go  bad 
and  then  thrown  away,  but  should  be 
offered  to  members  at  reduced  prices. 

Mrs.  Kemp  (Stock- 
port)  said  uneraploy- 
m e li  t and  trading 
questions  were  . in 
their  own  hands. 

Only  by  encouraging 
international  trade 
could  they  hope  to 
remedy  tlie  present 
state  of  affairs. 

Mrs.  Foster  (Con- 
ulcton)  referred  to  a 
baby  who  from  birth 
had  been  reared  on 
" Nntrix.”  This 
child  would  not  take 
any  other  food,  but 
the  difficulty  was  to 
get  ‘‘  Nutrix  ” from 
the  stores. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Potts  (Stockport)':  Wo 
mo  going  over  the  same  ground.  Thirteen 
years  ago.  at  my  first  conference,  we  were 
preaching  loyalty,  but  we  shall  never  get 
it  until  we  remember  that  we,  as  well  as 
employees,  need  educating.  TJie  Stock- 
port  Society  was  giving  free  food  parcels 
to  members  suffering  through  unemploy- 
ment. 

Mrs  Daniels  (Liverpool)  disagreed  with 

Alice  llnllnl.1  L1..L  I 1 11  / T 


FOR  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATION. 
THE  WOMAN  WITH  THE  BASKET. 


SELLING  OTHER  SOAPS. 

C.W.S.  WORKERS  ON  SHORT 
TIME. 


Mrs.  Evans  (Hanley), 
an  old  employee,  thought 
that  the  criticism  levelled 
at  employees  was  often 
unfair.  Many  guild. mem- 
bers did  not  support  their 
own  productions. 

Mrs.  Fitch  (Barrow) 
said  it  was  very  difficult 
to  obtain  “ Wheat. slieaf  ” 
boots  and  shoes  from  their 
society. 

Mi's.  Burley  (Heswnll) 
thought  members  would 
have  been  more  loyal  to 
their  societies  if  dividend 
had  gone  up  during  the 
war.  Too  much  money 
had  been  spent  on  new 
buildings  and  the  opening 
of  fresh  shops. 

Mrs.  M'Ard  (Liverpool) 
said  all  societies  should 
possess  a canvasser,  but 
was  not  satisfactory  unless 
u ’ with  the  spirit  of 


even  this  idea 
such  were  imbued 
co-operation. 

Mrs.  Dale  (Pendleton)  said  they  found  it 
too  expensive  to  engage  a C.W.S.  lecturer, 
in  view  of  the  printing  and  advertisements. 
On  the  other  hand  men  had  visited  tlieir 
guild  from  the  soap  works,  in  the  capacity 
of  lecturers,  and  asked  no  fee. 

Mrs.  Settle  (Delph)  was  out  for  open 
membership.  She  also  thought  prices  in 
co-operative  societies  had  not  been  suffi- 
ciently reduced. 

Mrs,  Woolley  (Gorton)  thought  it  was 
disgraceful  the  stores  should  still  sell 
" Rinso  ” and  other  makers’  soaps  when 
the  employees  at  " our  own  ” soap  works 
were  on  short-time.  Only  the  other  day 
she  had  noticed  a private  firm’s  poster  dis- 
played in  the  window  of  a co-operative 
society. 

Mrs.  Sherburn  (Warrington)  had  noticed 
a woman  in  the  stores  buying  a private 
maker's  soap,  but  with  persuasion  sne  had 


, ss  Enfield  that  dividend  should  not  he 
‘Irawn  from  reserve  funds.  Societies  at 
the  present  time  should  give  a reasonable 
dividend,  even  if  it; meant  drawing  from 
reserves,  if  they  Wanted  to  maintain- trade. 
( \v  that  societies  stocking 

v.W.S.  corsets  should  engage  a , woman 
JUter  unco  a month  for -the  benefit  of  women 
"o  liked  to  have  their  corsets  made  to 

measure. 

Miss  Enfield  said  it  was  creating  a false 
, Impression  of  the  society’s  position  if 
I"'  mend  were  drawn  from  reserves.  The 
i-oiii  on  Society  had  paid  no  dividend  for 
'e  last  half-year,  and  yet  the  membership 

mm  increased.  ' . 

i Ward  (Barron;)  told  how  her  guild 

■ <l  held  a jmivjile  s:de.  and  the  tnujiby 
rn.aY  • keen  ’VT1'  ‘n  helping  those1  who 
°uld  Hot  nffoVd  rtTjdin  the  stores.  ' | l‘! 


When  goods  through  many  hands  are  sent. 

Up  shoots  the  price  one  hundred  per  cent. 

Eliminate  the  middleman; 

It  is  the  consumer's  only  plan. 

converted'  her  order  to  the’ C.W.S.  brand. 
Work  of  shell  a character  could  be  done  by 
guildswomen,  but  those  behind  the;  counter 
should  also  do  their  part. 

A Delegate  from  Gorton  said  it  . was  a 
mistake  to  pay  big  dividends.  She  testi- 
fied that  her  society  sold  anything  but 
C'.W.S.  soap. 

Mrs.  M'Ard  (Liverpool)  said  the  people 
themselves  were  responsible  for  present- 
day  conditions.  They  put  the  present 
Government  into  power.  There  were  ten 
million  people  unemployed.  Why?  Be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  attention  given  to 
international  trade.  People  were  asking 
the  cost  of  the  Russian  delegation  instead 
of  concerning  themselves  about,  the  .result. 
Although  the  situation  to-day  was  chip  to 
trade,  it  was  the  political  question  that 
would  hnve  to  be  faced  as  such.  The 
people  who  were  kicking  against  the  posi- 
tion of  Russia  to-day  were  'financiers. 

Proposing  the  vote  of  thanks,  .Mrs. 
Russel  (Birkenhead)  reminded  the  dele- 
gates that  the  workers  were  faced  with 
a crisis.'  while  the  master  classes 
were  endeavouring  to  break  trade  unions. 

Mrs^  Qreeqiyootl  (Sectional  C’qumil) 
seconded,  ,^nl  flip  nyepting  .closed  at  4-3(1. 


ij',*  lhe,an"u=l  meeting  of  the  Untie,"  Gut!  1 
w .r  0,i  .le  13th  hist. ^ officers  and  rummhtee 
Bro\vn!lOSen'  tywiiring  -secret;.. y \%i>. 
\v,  • ' gft,ve;  an  .jU^fceresting  report  on  the 
\\-  Mrs-  C-  A Bottomlev,  *<J, 

He“l(‘V-  “•'«»,  >VrtB 

Council  of  the  Irish  Wo- 
til..  (■  recently  arranged  n visit-io 

l..  •P'y'Hpujit  Open-air  School,  which  was 
fhos*^Precwt?t!  bv  *l'ose  attending  that 
Invented  from.  seeing  the  school  have 
arrmala  a tor  n seco,1(I  visit  to  he 

, and  this  will  take  place  on  May 


The  Leamington  Guild  held  its  first 
year's  ten  *ndr serial  § few  days  ago.  About 
on.-  Imnilred1  tfer?1  'present . In  the  evening 
several  friends  from  Banbury  earner- bvbr. 
including  the. manager  (Mr.  H.  J.  C’dobe). 
who  presided--^.-  Mr.  Cooke  congratulated 
the  guild  Oil  its  first  year's  work,  anti  hoped 
the.  membership  would  increase.  / 

The  members  of  tlie  Ryde  Women's  "Guild 
celebrated  their  second  birtlrday  on  March 
23rd,  when  seventy-five  members  and  friends 
assembled  in  the  Prince-street  Mission  Hall, 
contingents  being  present  from  (Wes  ami' 
Newport  Guilds.  Mrs.  Green.  C.C.,  gave  au 
address  and  presented  membership  cards. 


OXFORD  GUILDSWOMEN  AT  PLAY. 


Characters,  reading  from  left  to  right : —Top  row  : Mrs.  Dyer  (“  Woman’s  Outlook  »•) 
Mrs.  Monev  (C,W.s  Waitress),  Mrs.  Hunt  (Washing  Day),  Mrs  Piper  (C  W S Pro’ 
fZHT1  nMrS‘  Wj  ^-WA  Productions).  Bottom * row  ! MiJ?  Gosling'  iCo- 
operatne  Granary),  Miss  M.  J Ctirrmgton  (Co-operative  Menu),  Mrs  Green  (C  W S 
1 rudi.clions),  Mrs - Keefe  (Fish)  Miss  M.  Payee  (Cooperative  Publimtioo.,).'  Iu 
lront:  Miss  N.  M.  Currmgtoiv  C.W.S.  productions). 


Mrs.  Ferguson  (Darlington)  recently  ad- 
dressed the  members  of  the  new  Seatqn 
Careiv  Guild.  Tliq  membership  now  stands 
at  twenty.  . |. 


The  Woolston  (Smithamptmi)'  Guild  would 
like  to  receive,  letter^  from  other  Guilds 
giving  interesting  itoms  of  their  education.  1 
propaganda,  and  other  work 


C.W.S.  SPECIAL  OFFERS 

OBTAINABLE  THROUGH 

ALL  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES. 


THE  C.W.S. 1 


7s.  6d.  CORSET. 


THE  BELMONT  BLOUSE. 


When  buying  your 

10  MOMME  JAP  SILK 

Belmont  Blouse 

see  that  the  card  bearing  its  name 
is  attached. 


9s.  6d. 


See  that  it  has  the  "BELMONT" 
Label  attached. 


THIS  C.W.S. 

TWEED  SKIRT 

is  sold  at  all  Stores  at 

8s.  lid. 


ADD 


SUTOX 

to  your 

MILK  PUDDINGS. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


ICOIUIBSPONDENTS  are  requested  to  write  In  ink,  on 
CDe  side  ol  tbe  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
age,  sex,  occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
" noma-da-plum®  ” or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
mim-’.,  and  addresses  os  proot  ot  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  bo  con- 
sidered. Address.  " The  Doctor,”  ” Co-operative  News, 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.) 

“ Diana.” — Use  a dottclie  of  a concen- 
trated solution  of  boracic  acid  night  and 
morning.  Replies  are  only  given  through 
our  Medical  Column. 

‘•E.  L.  P.”  (London).— I presume  the 
rheumatic  fever  has  not  damaged  the  valves 
of  vour  heart— a common  consequence,  umy 
a personal  examination  could  settle  this,  and 
until  this  is  done  no  advice  can  be  of  service. 

Lump  on  Bbbast  (“  Anxious  ”).- — I should 
judge  the  small  lump  to  be  a cystic  tumour, 
but  only  a personal  examination  can  deter- 
mine its  real  nature;  and  this  any  good 
surgeon  could  do.  You  should  consult  one 
at  once. 

“ Nui.i.i  SecundUvS.” — For  (a)  see  my  reply 
to  ‘'Bladder  Trouble.”  Front  (b)  your 
recovery  will  be  a question  ot  time.  I' or  it 
no  medicine  is  of  any  use,  and  it  requires  a 
good  teal  of  self-training,  and  patience,  and 
resolution.  • 

“ Rhubarb.’.’— ' This  is  tbe  kind  of  pre- 
scription you  need  : — Tincture  of  rbub  irh,  2 
drat  Inns;'  tincture  of  nux  vomica,  2 
drachms ; spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms  ; 
water  to  8 ounces.  One  tablespuonlul  three 
times  a day. 

“ Enfield. ’’—Replies-  nre  only  given  in 
the  Medical  Column.  Your  complaint  is  apt 
to.be  tedious— and  the  treatment  described 
is  quite  light  and  should  be  persisted  in. 
You  will  probably  improve  .is  the  weather 
warms.  So  have  patience;. 

“ Civis  ” (second  reply). — Many  thanks 
for  your  thanks  for  my  former  reply.  Fur 
the  itching  try  the  repeated  use  of  a 
thorough  cleansing  with  hot  water  and  soap, 
followed  by  tbe  constant  use  of  boracic  and 
zinc  ointment  applied  on  boric-  lint.  Follow 
the  advice  of  vour  own  doctor,  as  given  in 
your  letter.  Thanks  for  your  commendation 
of  our  Medical  Column. 

< ‘ (W.  Critic.’’— What  you  call  '‘indiges- 
tion in  tbe  bowels”  is  probably-  due  to 
duodenal  dyspepsia,  which  you  should  treat 
by  living  on  light  food  and  taking  this  mix- 
ture:  Pepdne,  1 diaolim ; tincture  of 

byoseynmus,  2 drachms;  spirit  of 
gen.tian,  3 drachms;  spirit  o f chloro- 
form, 2 ’drachms;  water  to  8 ounces.  One 
tublespoonful  three  times  a day. 

Bi.ai>i>f,R  Trouble  (”  W.  T*.  F.,  or  T-”)- — 
Your  trouble  seems  to  be  largely  of  nervous 
origin  ; you  say  you  have  bad  nervous  dys- 
pepsia, and  its  “cure”  lie**  largely  with 
yourself,  by  resisting  the  desire  to  make 
water  so  often,  and  taking  a course  of  syrup 
of  bypupbospbites— a t.?a  spoonful  three 
times  a day.  And  you  must  not  forget  that 
you  are  suffering  from  on-c. itlifig  “ Anno 
Domini.” 

“ M.” — (1)  At  sixty-one  yeaYs  of  age 

a “ muscle  sprain  of  back  ” which  has  lasted 
four  months  may  last  a .while  longer,  and 
you  cannot  do  better  than  continue  the 
treatment.  (2)  Buzzing  in  the  car,  with 
occasional  dizziness  is  not  easily  recovered" 
from;  and  little  can  he  done  fir 'it  at  sixty- 
two  years  of  age.  What  a' pity,  it  is  that 
increnwe  of  years  should  bring  increase  of 
infirmities ! 

1‘  Would  Like  to  Know.” — I agree  with 
the  second  doctor  who  called  your  trouble 
neuritis.  You  are’ very  nervous,  and  many 
of  your  pains  are;  neuralgic.  Try  painting 
the  painful  toes  -with  liniment  of  bella- 
donna, and  take  this  mixture : —Liquor 
strychnine,  1 drachip  ; dilute  phosphoric 
acid,  2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 
drachms;  camphor  waiter  to  8 ounces;  one 
tablespoonful  three  times  a day. 

Phlebitis  (“  W.  S.”). — The  “ long  rest- 
ing ” which  your  doctor  has  insisted  upon 
is  a wise  precaution,  the  danger  .,f  getting 
about  too  soon  being  that  a piece  of  the 
clot  in  the  vein  might  become  detached  and 
get  into  the  vein,  and  thence  into  the 
heart,  with  a fatal  result  from  dogging  of 
the  circulation.  The  patient  should  keep 
his  leg  absolutely  at  rest  until  all  signs  of 
the  dot  in  the  vein  have  disappeared. 
Better  lie  sure  than  sorry. 

A Guildswoman. — Defective  circulation 
in  the  fingers  is  the  cause  of  your  trouble; 
the  treatment  is  by  endeavouring  to  im- 
prove tlmt  by  taking  plenty  of  good  plain 
food  and  avoiding  extreme  changes  of  tem- 
perature of  the  fingers.  “ Washing-day  ” 
does  you  harm  in  this,  as  does  putting  the 
hands  much  in  hot  or  cold  water.  No 
‘•medicine”  can  affect  the  temperature  of 
the  fingers;  local  treatment  alone  can  do 
that,  and  wearing  soft  woollen  gloves  in 
cold  weather  will  help  to  equalise  it. 
Thanks  for  your  good  opinion  of  our 
Medical  Column. 

‘‘Antifat.” — Re  oatmeal  porridge  and 
milk.  The  best  time  to  take  this  is  at  sup- 
per, or  the  evening  meal,  and  .1  think  you. 
would  find  the  porridge  and  inilk  would  agn 
better  when  made  a meal  of.  instead  i 
being  taken  at  breakfast  with  other  things.' 
A-  the  Scots  say.  “oatmeal  is  too  proud  to 
mix  with  other  things."  A-  for  the  supe- 
riority of  boiled  milk.  1 think  there  is  a good 
deal  of  needless  fear  of  unboiled  milk,  and 
raw  milk,  taken  cold,  with  hot  porridge, 
might  solve  vour.  difficulty.  In  the  “ Co- 
riperative  News”  for  March  25th  you  will 
find  some  useful  diet  hints  under  the  “ nom- 
de-plume  of  .‘‘Oyer-fatness  — Stella 
MarrS.”  'The  cod  livet  ’oil  emulsion  is  all 
right. 


ad  or  £{., 


CALENDAR. 


MAY. 

5 F.  Co-operator*’  Educational  Fellowship  (Manches- 

ter Branch). — Conversazione  and  Business 
Meeting,  at  Holvonke  House;  Manchester,  at 
7-30  p in. 

6 S.  Midland  Sectional  Conference,  in  the  - Adult 

School  and  Institute.  Sileby,  at  2-30  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  ; "’The  Report  to 
Congress.” 

„ ,,  Northern  Section. — Annual  Conference,  in  the 
Dining  Hall  of  the  C.W.S.,  West  Blnndford- 
street,  Newcastle  upon-Tviie,  at  2-15  p in. 
Subject  for  discussion  : “ Cooperative 

Finance  : Present  and  Future."  Address  by 
Mr.  G.  A.  (31‘Ewen  (secretary,  Stockton 
Society). 

„ „ Women's  Guild. — Derby  District  Conference, 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Ripley.  Subject 
for  discussion  : " Women  on  Public  Bodies.” 
Speaker,  Mrs.  Adams  (Walsall  Wood,  Sec- 
tional Council  Member). 

,,  ,,  Women's  Guild. — Dewsbury  and  Huddersfield 
District  Conference,  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  Dale-street,  Ossett,  at  2-45  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Women  on  Brairds 

of  Management  and  Committees.”  Speaker, 
Mrs.  Kobinsoil. 

„ „ Women’s  Guild. — Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  the  Co-operutive  Institute,  Freeman- 
street  Market.  Grimsby,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion:  “Our  Responsibilities." 

Speaker,  Mrs.  Unsworth. 

10  W.  Women's  Guild. — Western  Section  Conference, 
in  the  Co-operative  Hull.  Fishponds,  Bristol, 
ot  2 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Unem- 
ployment and  Co-operative  Trade."  Speaker, 
Miss  Enfield  (general  secretary). 

,,  ,,  Women's  Guild  (Southern  Section). — Spring 
Stftional  Conference,  in  the  C.W.S.  Hall, 
99,  Leman-street,  London,  at  2 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Unemployment  and 
Co-operation."  Speaker,  Mi's.  Barton. 

13  S.  Educational  Fellowship  (Merseyside  Branch). — ■ 
Annual  Meeting,'1  at  162,  -Walton-road,  Livetv,' 
pool,  at  7 p.m. 

,,  ,,  Midland  Section!— Lincoln  District  -.•Conference, 

[J  in  the  Co-opyrative  Hul^  Jqncolo,  ot  2-45 

p.m.  Subject  for  .discussion  :l  " Co-operative 
Policy  in  Relation  to  tlieo  -Organisation  of 

) Retail  Trade  ”.  Paper  by  Ah.  ,G.  Harris 

S'  (Midland  Sectional  Board). 

,,  .,  ■ North-Western  Educational  -tesomatipn. /(Group 
9).— Conference  "ill  file  Regent  Parade  Rooms, 
High  Harrogate,  at  3 p.iirr  -Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : "Education  Publicity. " Paper  by 

Councillor  IV.  Litchfield,  J.P.  (Hull). 

,,  ,,  North-Western  Educational  Association  (No.  4 
Group). — Conference  in  the  Assembly  Room, 
Stand-lane,  RadclifTe,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Young  Co-op  vi-.itors  and  Their 
Co-operative  Education."  Address  by  Mr. 
W.  P.  Watkins  (Cooperative  Union).’ 

,,  ,,  North-Western  Section. — Cahlerdale  District 

Conference,  in  the  Guild  Room,  North 
Parade,  Halifax,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : "Co-operative  Societies  and  Pre- 
6ent-Duy  Problems.” 

,,  „ North-Western  Section.— Dewsbury  District 

Association  : Special  Conference,  in  tbe 

Salem  Church  Lecture  Hall,  Dewsbury,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Problems 
Confronting  the  Movement."  Address  by 
Mr.  W.  Rose  (Sheffield). 

,,  Northern  Section.— Cumberland  and  Westmor- 
land District  Conference,  in  the  Co-opera- 
tive Hall,  Cleator  Moor,  at  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Publications  of  the 
Movement”;  to  be  introduced  by  a repre- 
sentative from  tlie  National  Publishing 
Society. 

,,  ,,  Northern  Section.— North  Northumberland  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Primitive  Metho- 
dist Chapel,  Guide  Post,  at  2-15  p.tn.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Co-operative  Prob- 

lems, 1922  ”;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  J. 
Gray  (Broomhill). 

,,  ,;  Northern  Section. — South  Durham  and  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  District  Conference,  in 
the  Liberal  Club  Room,  High-street,  North- 
allerton. at  2 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 

" Co-operation,  and  Trade  Unionism."  Ad- 
dress by  Mr.  G.  W.  Bollunds  (sectional 
, board). 

„ ,,  Southern  Section.— .Atm uni  Conference,  in  the 
C.W.S.  Assembly  Room,  I/einan-street,  Lon- 

— — don,  E.l,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : “ Annual  Report  of  the  Southern 

■ fl  Section.” 

,,  Southern  Section.—  Beds,  and  Bucks.  District 
Conference,  in  the  British  Schoolroom, 
We-don-road,  Olnev,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Tlie  Co-operative  Party." 

Speaker,  Mr.  Rees  (organised,  Co-operative 
Party). 

„ „ Women's  Guild.— Bolton  District  Conference, 

in  the  Co-operative  Hall.  Steeley-lane,  Clior- 
ley,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 

“ Workers'  Press.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  Bamford 
Tomlinson  (editor,  " Women's  Pages," 

" Co-operative  News  "). 

,,  ,,  Women's  Guild. — Yorkshire  Sectional  Confer- 
ence, in  the  People's  Hall,  Albion-street, 
Leeds,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 

" Unemployment  and  Co-operative  Trade." 
Speaker,  Miss  Enfield  (general  secretary). 

15  if.  Women's  Guild. — Manchester  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Pendleton, 
at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  lor  discussion  : 

" National  and  International  Co-operation." 
Speaker,  Mf.  Mercer  (prospective  Co-opera- 
tive Parliamentary  candidate  for  Moss  Side 
Division,  Manchester). 

20  S.  Southern  Section. — Surrey  District  Conference, 
in  the  Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Addle-stone,  at 
3 p in.  Subject  for  discussion  : " A Word 
on  Amalgamation. " Paper  by  Mr.  W.  W. 
Rose  (secretary,  Addlestone  Society). 

20-21  Co-operative  Union  (Education  Committee).— 
Week-end  School  for  Committeemen,  at  the 
Temperance  Institute.  Ixndon-street,  South- 
port.  Lecturers,  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae,  J P-.  and 
Professor  F.  Hall,  31. A. 


—Gladys  Millwood  and  Philip  Alillwood 
tbe  " Daily  Herald  ")  have  received  a 
u daughter,  named  3Iary  Jean. 


PLYMOUTH  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S  HOLIDAY 
HU31E, 

WHYMPSTONE  HALL.  NEAR  MODBURV. 
(Under  New  Management.)  : 

Ideal  place  to  spend  a holiday. 

Home  Comforts.  Delightful  ' -Scenery.  Beautiful 
i • Walks. 

B->okings  accepted-  for  any  period,  including  week- 

Tanff . until  end  3!ay.  £2  per  week  inclusive. 

Tacit!'  week-end  (Saturday  Tea  to  3!ouday  Break - 
j^t).-15e. 


PHF^TFR  The  City  everybody  should 

vlllillj  1 Ul\*  tee — and  tbe  beautiful  Dee. 
Parties  not  exceeding  90  catered  for  Lnncheons 

and  Tea*  at  the 

CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOREGATE  ST. 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKEBS-TheN.O.D.  A. W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  " Readable  ” Tradt  Union 
Paper.  Published  fortnightly 
" Saturdays).  Price  2d., 

branch  secretaries,  or  3d. 

Foil  free  from  Cential  Office— 
"Oakley,”  Wilmslow  Road, 
Fallnwfield.  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BARMOUTH  AND  DISTRICT  CO-OPERATIVE  SO- 
CIETY.— Wanted,  GENERAL  MANAGER  for  the 
Barmouth  and  District  Co-operative  Society;  knowledge 
of  Welsh  essential;  house  available. — Apply,  stating 
wages  required  and  full  particulars,  to  the  Secretary 
before  May  lOlli. 

ade 


experience. — State  age, 

1 enclose  copies  only  of  testimonials,  to  Co 
: Society  Ltd.,  Queen-street,  Mansfield. 


COAL.— BUYER  and  MANAGER  for  large  Co-opera- 
tive Society;  thoroughly  efficient  organiser  uud 
practical  experience  of  retail  trade  essential. — Appli- 
cations, stating  experience,  references,  and  salary  re- 
quired. to  be  addressed  to  ”Z.  K.,"  526,  c/o  Deacons, 
Leadenhull-street,  London. 


of  shop  and  assist  in  slaughterhouse.— Applications  to 
be  made  by  letter  to  the  Secretary  not  luter  than 
Slay  81  li.  


ASSISTANT  (female) 
Wanted  to  take  charge  of  branch  shop;  small 
trad'*,  capable  of  large  increase;  applicants  must  Ik* 
smart  window-dressers,  experienced  in  all  departments, 
and  good  stockkeepers.— Apply,  stating  age,  wages  re- 
quired, and  experience,  with  copies,  of  testimonials, 
to  Committee,  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Hnydon-plnoe, 
Guildford,  Surrey. 


GENERAL  DRAPERY.— Wanted,  a capable  MAN, 
about  25  years  of  age,  as  ASSISTANT;  good  sales- 
man, window-dresser,  and  stockkeeper;  good  prospects 
on  proved  abilHy.— State  age,  wages  required,  refer- 
ences, 4 c.,  to  Sfanuger,  Cooperative  Society,  Percy - 
street,  Woking. 


R 


ESTAURANT  MANAGERESS  Wanted.— Written 
applications,  stating  age,  wage,  and  experience, 
irrive  not  later  than  Monday,  May  8tli,  addressed 
iperative  Society  Ltd.,  St.  Helens. 


rpo: 


IOBACCO,  &c.,  DEPARTMENT. — MANAGERESS 

Required;  must  have  had  previous  experience  of 
trade. — Apply  by  letter  only,  stating  full  particulars,  to 
Managing  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Fratton- 
road,  Portsmouth.  ’ Envelopes  marked  " Totmceo." 


WANTED.  HEAD-MILLINER;  must  he  thoroughly 
capable  and  able  - to  buv.— Apply  by  letter, 
stating  oge,  experience,  and  references  (N.U.D.A.W. 
scale  of  wages),  to  arrive  not  later  than  first  post, 
Thursday,  May  11th,  addressed  - to  the  Committee, 
Bacup  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Roclidale-roud, 
Bactip. 

WANTED,  MANAGERESS  for  Drapery  Department; 

must  be  thoroughly  smart  saleswoman,  buyer, 
stockkeeper,  and  window-dresser;  also  able  to  deal 
with  branch  transfers,  and  maintain  strict  discipline; 
good  class  trade.— Applications,  slating  age,  experi- 
ence, qualifications,  wages  required,  together  with 
references,  and  copies  only  of  testimonials,  to  be  sent 
in  by  Thursday,  May  11th,  endorsed  " Draper."  Can- 
nock’and  District  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Church- 
street,  Cannock,  Stalls.  


LADY  to  take  charge 
oots,  and  Outfitting; 
with  full  particular 


~\~%T  ANTED,  competent,  energetic,  and  keen  BUS1- 
YV  NESS  MAN  ns  GENERAL  MANAGER;  must  he 
good  buver,  organiser,  and  able  to  control  staff;  mem- 
bership 1.200.— Applications,  giving  full  particulars  of 
wage  required,  with  copies  of  testimonials  (which  will 
not  be  returned),  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary. 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  lfemel  Hempstead,  endorsed 
" General  31anager,"  and  to  be  received  not  later  than 
Tuesday,  May  9th.  


SITU  ATIONS  WANTED. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 

HOUSEMEN.  CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-strect,  London,  W.O.L  


Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grad® 

are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  BaSPIeld,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sydney-street,  London,  S.W. 

lequire*  SITUATION; 
nd  counter  e 
•s. — Box  81, 


LIVE,  energetic  MAN  Requires  Post  as  MANAGER, 
BRANCH  MANAGER,  or  good  PROVISION 
HAND;  27  years'  co-operative  experience,  grocery  and 
provisions;  "could  work  up  backward  bu-ine— . — " E. 

I’.."  " Co-operalive  News,"  -Alunchesler. 

[ AN  ACER  ESS,  Drapery,  Boots,  4 c. ; YOUNG  LADY 


SALES  ORGANISER  (as  suggested  by  E.  Hampton 
in  " Co-operative  News"  of  the  22nd  ult.);  life- 
long eo-operatoi ; experienced  in  typing,  duoheating, 
simple  bookkeeping,  canvassing;  at  present  organising 
secretary ; now  available. — Councillor  E.  T.  Lewis,  33, 
Beech-nod,  Stourbridge. 


APARTMENTS. 

iIOUTH. — Co-ape raGve  visitor*  are  invited  to 
ide  at  the  STORES,  HIGH  ST.,  where  they  will 
r favourite  brands  in  Groceries  and  Provision*. 

Haworth.  No.  2. 
late  41.  Banlc*-dreet. 
BOARD  RESIDENCE; 
nd  Talbot  Station;  piano. 


Blai 

Clevedon-road, 
Superior  APARTMENTS 


tel.  "CUremor 

Propriei 


|OT?GLi 

DUC  OCA*/ 
dates;  hi 


Dow,  . _ . 

Irlatti';  7 minutes  from 
' . -term*  moderate.—-' 


I.O.M^Jlrs. 
me  oodiforu;  preti 
Queen 's-avenue. 


1T  P D C HOLIDAY  CAMP.  ROTHESAY 
• V • -D  • O • — Opeo  May  t,^  September . 


. Vienna.  55? 
Co-opeouire  Baking  Society 
— * 

' r ^‘1 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  COOPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  »rtut-i 
to  R.  HIBBERD,  66,  Great  Prescott-street,  London.  E). 
TMTANTED,  Brst-claas  CONCERT  ARTISTES  fi 
▼ V seriea  of  concerts.  sea*on  1922-23.  Tlmr*lay 
evening-.— Application*,  stating  terms  and  full  lsir. 
tii-ulars.  to  Box  79.  " Co-oik- rail vo  New*."  3tauche;t,.r 


SHOW  3VITH  A BIG  RF.PITATION. 

ILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIF.  MIMICS."  Alwivs 
uiccess.  Repertoire,  4c.  Galas,  Ft'tes,  Uur.len 
remies  fully  supplied;  loruis  imgl.— 16.  Warwick  si  i,*o 
Hiilme,  Manchester. — Tel.  1163  jVntral. 


W" 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


TrHACTlVE  DISPLAY 
* OUTFIT,  with  expert 
post  free  — Conway,  Wraysbury,  Bucks. 


DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  tlnng. 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREwi 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize.  Natioual  Dairy  Slini* 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy, ’Exeter; 
speeial  terms  to  co-operatiVe  Societies;  prices  "ii  appfi! 
cation. — Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indua- 
trnil  Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwell-atreet,  Exeter. 

FOR  SALE,  complete  FITTINGS  for  six-shill  slabi7 
Also  30  B.H.P.  GAS  ENGINE  and  25  H.P.  STEAM 
ENGINE;  2 DYNAMOS,  100  volts.,  960  rev,,  ; • 
MOTORS;  4 H P— All  can  lie  seen  in  working  order 
at  the  Oldham  Equitable  Co-o|>erativo  Society,  and 
will  he  sold  cheap  for  quick  clearance.  Room  wauled. 


1T30R  SALE,  in  consequence  of  transUrring  to  n. « 
X ■bakehouse,  one  Hunt's  DOUBLE-DECK.  PORT- 
ABLE OVEN,  8ft.  hv  4ft.;  fire  at  side;  no  reao.n.dd,. 
ofler  refused. — Seen,  Oo-operative  Society,  Woking. 

ONE  Hunt's  DOUBLE-DECK  OVEN  for  SAT.F.;  10ft. 

bv  6ft.;  bottom  oven,  druwplate;  top  oven,  |»*-|, 
Also  ONE-SACK  DOUGH-MIXER,  with  flour  elevator 
and  tempering  tank. — Pt>r  particulars,  apply,  Derby 
Co-operative  Society,  Albert-street,  Derby. 

Typewriters.— Latest  vuibies,  £7-.  ..tiiei  £<; 

Prlrting,  cheapest,  quickest,  best;  lists  Ins  ; 
Agent.*  Wanted.— Thompson's  Bureau,  394,  Hounslow 

c\  / COMPLETE.— PAPER  LETTER  CUTTING  SYS* 

£/  TEM. — " Prinio " (Dept.  B.),  27,  Clurcndon- 

road,  Blackpool. 

WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 
Made  uuder  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
PriccH.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINK 
at  tlie  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Socleiy's 
Restaurn'.t. 

Quality  is  Right.  Prices  nr«  Right- 
Note  the  Address : ALBION  STREET. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 


by  the  Increased  Repeat  Orders  that  aro 
coming  In.  If  you  havo  uot  got  a Cata- 
logue, please  write  for  ouo. 
Manufacturers  ami  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances for  '‘Excelda"  Check  System, 
that  has  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT, 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

North-Western  Sectional 
Board  Election. 

The  Blackburn  (Amalgamated) 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

solicit  the  votes  and  support  of  Societies  on  behalf 
of  their  Nominee, 

Mr.  James  Hopwood. 

A Co-operator  of  26  years’  standing,  he  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Management  for 
a number  of  years,  and  on  the  Executive  of  his 
own  Trade  Union  during  the  past  twelve  years- 
A convincing  and  fluent  speaker,  he  is  full  of 
enthusiasm  for  Propaganda  and  Educational  work 
in  connection  with  fhe  movement,  and  has  taken 
classes  on  fhe  Co-operative  Union  Text-Book, 

" Industrial  Co-operation-" 

He  is  in  every  respect  a real  good  man,  and  we 
confidently  request  your  support. 

JOHN  WILD  NORTH.  Preiidmt  . 
RIXON  HINDLE,  t , Joint 
JOHN  DEWSNAP,  f See/eurtei. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LTD. 

NORTH-WESTERN  SECTION. 

CENTRAL  BOARD  ELECTION, 

SOCIETIES’  VOTES 

are  solicited  for 

. Mr. 

Thomas  Cunningham 

the  noinipee  of  the 

Beswick  Co-operative  Society  U 

A Candidate  with  ability  *nd  ex- 
perience i n administration  o I 
Co-operative,  Trade  Union,  and 

Labour  organisation**  and  a® 


May  6,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


H 6M  I S 


is  better  than  all  the  • 
physic  foiliactive  minds 
and;  healthy-  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or;:.white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it . 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

( Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tho  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.I>,"  " Eccles,"  " Climax.'1  and  other  Chech  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bnnk  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

ERVICEABLE  spER0PE 
HOES  FOR  “T? 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address : SPEROPB  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL.  nejir  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Prioe. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  braud. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

— FOR  — 

CONFECTIONERY 

MACHINERY. 

BAKER-PERKINS  EQUIPMENT  IS  BEST. 


Head  Offices:  KINGSWAY  HO’JSk.  K1NCSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C,  2. 

Td'phcnc : PETERBOROUGH  301.  Tdesrmm  : PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

BAKERY  DEPARTMENT:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH.  Works-  WILLE5DEN 
JUNCTION.  LONDON.  N.W.  10,  .„-j  PETERBOROUGH,  Bmb,  70.  WELLINGTON 
STREET,  GLASGOW;  ' 72,  QUEEN  SQUARE,  BRISTOL. 


— Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes.  — 


DRUMMER 

tAVT1  r C in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

A bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Soi  l for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 

■ ■ Makers  of  Edges’  "SDolIy  Slue"  dr  “SDolly  Cream.’ 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


T.H.  TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 


Is  the  BOOS  far 
i wBoysw,.^ 

I SitlmT  : lldtAbk.  1 
ft  : Bc-sr VaLuc  V f;. 

Crompton  Boor  ALimdwtst,  < 


u 


Cbe  ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement, 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps.  ' 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Ox'ord  Shirtings,  Grandrelles,  Flannelette, 


Telephone  : Notional,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No. 9 Pillar.  Tel.:  Nutioual, Manchester. 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  trom  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
TenxiSj.  Bowuno.  Clock  Golf.  Croquet. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Golf  Liuk=. 

For  particulars  apply  : — 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culche  h Hall, 

Newcliuroll,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancake  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Table  Jellies. 

Perfect  in  Quality.  ::  V.  Moderate  in  fried. 


MANUFACTURED  BY 


Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Beo  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  fif 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

Self-Help  Br*r°d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trado  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Hills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sowing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Olodna 
lmst  TaUors1  Button-Hole  Twist,  Ac.  Binding 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Milkers  of  tho  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies'  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  tile  Trade  Unioil  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS,  We,at?r"  Road,, 

* Leicester. 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8.  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  tmSS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhousc  M ils,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies- 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PA  COMA  (RcgcL) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  had  at  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 
Please  aakjf  ,r  them. 


I'd 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
,CO- OPERATIVE 
- — BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

and 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


1 AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER.  f 

I Pelaw  Polish  | 

| ^ STILL  SHINING.  I 

*-****^**^**********^^ 

* 1 ^ - * - V;  : . 
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Crumpsall  Cream  Gnetirs 

Are  just  The  Thing.' 


sr,\Y  o.  if)*' 


NOTHING  LIKE 


COSO  COCOA 

A REAL  FOOD-BEVERAGE 


Tlie  C.W.S. 

6s.  6d.  Corset. 


Ask  at  Your  Store ■ 


'^The 

MAGIC 

BASKET.” 

Tlie  Co-operalive  Press  Agency,  Balloon  Street, 
Manchester,  has  prepared  a 

Beautifully  Illustrated  Pamphlet 

to  help  societies  in  pushing  out  for  more  trade. 


SECRETARIES  OF  GUILDS.  COUNCILS.  AND  COM- 
MITTEES, arc  invited  to  apply  now  for  copin  for 
lice  distribution  — sending  particulars  ol  tlie  numbe. 
they  can  usefully  disltioule  their  neigh- 

bours and  Iricnds. 

Get  Busy  in  Getting  More  Trade. 


Jlre  ycu  re-papering  your  rooms  ? 

□ 

If  so,*cEr  a packet  of 

C.W.S.  SUPERIOR 
CONCENTRATED 


MANUFACTURED  AND  PREPARED  AT  THE 
C.W.S.  GLUE 
WORKS,  PONTEFRACT. 


This  Concentrated  Sire  is  made  of  fine  and  pur- 
materials,  and  l>y  its  use  a great  saving  a effected  in 
both  tunc  and  laboui- 

Maniger*  o(  Co-ope  a’ive  Building  and  Worts  Depart- 
ments, and  individual  members,  shoal  J ask  at  their 
own  Stores  lo: 

C.W.S.  SIZE 

PURE.  SUPERIOR.  CONCENTRATED. 


SUTOX 

C.W.S.  Shredded  Suet. 

into  youp 
Puddings. 


C.W.  S.  “BELMONT  ” BLOUSES 


9s.’  6d. 


>Ktu* 

fOJll 
SIZE). 


10s.  lid, (0lT 


lo  SIZE). 


To  ail  these  Blouses  is  attached  a small  card  label  bearing  the  “ Belmont  " name. 
See  that  the  right  label — the  CSV.  S.  “ Belmont  " — is  attached. 


BBSS 


§Kl 


Hie  Ritual  Fits. 


THE 

PEOPLE’S  YEAR 
BOOK,  1922. 

Only  a few  copies  now  re  rail. 

SINGLE  COPIES  SUPPLIED. 

2s.  Post  Free, 

from  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  Balloon  Slreet, 
Manchester. 

Committees,  Guilds,  and  groups  of  employees 
will  be  supplied,  carriage  paid,  at  'he  rate  of 

12  COPIES  FOR  18s. 

Orders  for  six  copies  will  be  supplied  for  9j. — an 
offer  made  to  enable  all  the  emp'oyees  at  any  Urge 
branch  to  secure  a espy  of  this  useful  co-operative 
handbook. 


MADE  AT  TH 


C.W.S.  Gap  Factory, 


MANCHESTER. 


SCHOOL  CAPS  ARE  A SPECIAL  STUDY. 


Utanayers  can  do  Good  llttsine&s  in  conjunction 
Kith  the  C.JF.S1.  Cop  Factory. 


C7/ie  C* oteoa. 

a.  C/iaA/rz. 


ASK  FOR  IT  AT  TME 

COOPERATIVE 

STORE. 


SOAP  OF  THE  C W.S.  MAKE 
IS 

PURE  in  QUALITY 

and  an  Economical  Cleansf.r 
for  Household  Purposes. 


C.W.S.  TOILET  SOAPS. 

WONDERFUL  VALUE. 

C.W.S.  Tablets— Glycerine  and 
Cucumber,  Oatmeal,  Parma 
Violet,  Brown  Windsor. 
Glycerine  and  Oatmeal,  White 
Rose.  Wallflower.  Cold  Cream, 
&c..  &c. 


Ask  far  these  at  your  Store — these  Soaps 
are  made  J or  Co-operators. 


5s.  6d.  Corset. 


Ask  at  Your  Store, 


“BELMONT" 

JAP  SILK  — 

BLOUSES. 


Only  a limited  number 
js  available ; members 
should  ask  at  once  at 
their  Stores,  and 
managers  should  get 
supplies  in  at  once  to 
to  meet  the  inquiries 
that  are  arising  lor  the 


“BELMONT' 

BLOUSE 

In  10  MOMME  JAP  SILK. 

FIRST  CHOICE. 

9/6 

Ladies'  ordinary  sizes, 
and 

10/11 

Out  size3. 

should  be  shown  and  sold  at  every 
Store  where  the  Co-operators  are 

seriously  desirous  of  reaching 
the  public  witl»  gcods  of  sterling 
value  at  prices  which  win 
command  the  trade. 


I'niiteU  *Ld  l-ub’-adjcd  by  lb.  Ninoxii.  Co  oroum*  Euimshisg  Soorrr  Lurrra),  « \hev  Offioa,  l»cg  Mi'ilgit-,  JUn<rh-,t^r.-i,turd«y,  M«y  6Uj,  1922. 


•c  j rf  / 


p^pcunvi  News,  axd  sotm.-fAt.  or  As30ctatkd  Industry,  Way  13th,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper. 


ZZ  XV IN 


BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  C.VJS.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2,659.  No.  159.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  May  13,  1922. 


ADJUSTING  THE  BALANCE. — See  page  8. 


c.w.s. 

JAM 

IS 

THE  JAM 

For  Cc-opzrators. 

Always  ask  /or 

C.IV.S.  JAM. 


“THE  PRESS ” IN  THE  PILLORY. 


LORD  NORTHCLIFFE  UNVEILS  HIS  RIVALS  : NORMAN  ANGELL  EXPOSES 

AN  EVIL. 


WORKERS  AND  THEIR  NEWSPAPERS. 


The  C.W.S. 

6s.  6d.  Corset. 


Ask  at  Your  Store,  and  keep  the 
C.  W.  S.  Corset  W orks  busy. 


THE 


• WHEATSHEAF  . 

HOLIDAY 

GUIDE 

. • 

64  pages,  2d. 


Three  events  of  the  past  few  clays  have 
brought  the  British  press  organisation  into 
prominence.  The  first  was  the  publication  of 
a new  book  by  Norman  Angell ; the  second  was 
the  decision  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Trade 
Unions  Congress  and  the  National  Executive 
of  the  Labour  Party  with  regard  to  the  " Daily 
Herald  ” ; and  the  third  was  Lord  North- 
cliffe’s  row  with  his  chief  rivals  in  the  news- 
paper world. 

Press  Potentates. 

'The  last,  mentioned  is  the  most  picturesque 
of  these  three  happenings.  A few  weeks  ago, 
when  the  Times  ” and  the  u Daily  Tele- 
j^aph  ” were  exchanging  fulsome  compliments 
their  editorial  columns,  and  when  the 
‘ -“-Daily  Mail  ” was  reprinting  these  compli- 
mentary exchanges  for  the  benefit  of  the 
man-in-the-street,  we  predicted  that  these 
unusual  civilities  between  these  staid  old 
organs  boded  ill  for  some  of  their  unhappy 
contemporaries.  We  have  not  had  long  to 
wait  for  the  fulfilment  of  that  prediction. 
I.ord  Northcliffe  has  broken  with  the  News- 
paper Proprietors’  Association.  Nominally 
the  reason  for  the  breach  is  his  objection  to 
any  reduction  in  the  wages  of  the  daily  news- 
paper printers — a reduction  to  which,  it 
appears,  the  representative  of  his  company 
on  the  Newspaper  Proprietors’  Association 
was*  an  active  party.  On  account  of  the 
printers,  who  deserve  all  the  compliments 
Lord  Northcliffe  has  paid  them,  we  are  glad 
that  lie  has  declared  that  there  will  be  no 
reductions  in  their  wages  so  far  as  the  North- 
cliffe papers  arc  concerned.  We  believe, 
however,  that  his  Lordship’s  breach  with  his 
fellow  newspaper  proprietors  is  due  less  to  his 
country;  end  he  dealt  sehintim  with  Lord 
Napoleonic  wish  to  do  exactly  as  he  likes. 

Whatever  may  be  behind  the  breach,  Lord 
Northcliffe’s  story  of  it  in  the  “ Daily  Mail  ” 
was  interesting  because,  having  broken  with 
his  associates,  he  began  to  tell  people  about 
the  millionaires  behind  the  Metropolitan  daily 
press — the  daily  newspapers  that  boast  of  a 
national  circulation. 

, Sir  Edward  Hulton,  for  example,  he 
credited  with  having  the  most  perfect  and 
most  costly  racing  establishment  -in  the 
country;  and  he  dealt  seriatu.n  with  Lord 
Beaverbrook,  Lord  Burnham,  Lord  Cow- 
dray.  and  other  press  magnates,  some  of 
whom  would  have  preferred  to  be  without 
this  gratuitous  publicity. 

A Journalist's  Indictment. 

The  book  which  Norman  Angell  has  written* 
fe  less  of  a criticism  of  the  persons  at  the  head 
of  the  British  press  organisations  than  a de- 
nunciation of  the  iniquitous  abuse  of  power 
byr  modern  press  combinations.  Norman 
Angell  puts  his  indictments  in  the  clearest 
possible  language.  He  is  a journalist ; and 
be  has  also  been  the  business  director  of  news- 
papers. He  does  not  denounce  the  working 
journalist  or  even  the  proprietor  because  these 
''are. in  the  grip  of  Certain  forces  which, 
despite  personal  desires  to  the  contrary, 
make  the  press  a stimulant  of  much  that  is 
anti-social  and  mischievous.”  He,  neverthe- 
less, lays  bare  the  existence  of  an  evil.  Like 
most  evils;  this  one  constitutes  a problem 
which  any  form  of  society  must  face  and  solve 
if  it  is  to  avoid  progressive  moral  deterioration. 

The  papers,  Mr.  Angell  points  out,  “ are  the 
witnesses  upon  whose  evidence,  mainly,  the 
daily  judgments  of  • civilised  mankind  are 

• ••  The  Pre>.s  and  the  Organisation  of  Society,”  by 
Norman  Angell.  London  : The  Labour  Publishing 
Co.  Ltd.  3>.  6d. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


based.”  Nationalisation  caranot  be  applied 
to  the  press  as  it  can  be  applied  to  mines  and 
telegraphs,  for  if  the  people  are  to  judge 
whether  a Government  is  doing  well  oi-  ill 
they  must  have  the  facts  put  before  them  not 
as  the  Government  would  have  them  put  but 
as  those  who  disagree  with  the  Government 
may  desire  to  put  tjiem.  Mr.  Angell  brings 
home  tliis  argument  by  recalling  the  D.O.R.A. 
regulations. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  press,  “ obviously, 
what  England  thinks  is  controlled  by  a very 
few  men  not  by  virtue  of  the  direct  expression 
.of  any  opinion  of  their  own,  but  by  controlling 
the  distribution  of  emphasis  in  the  telling 
of  facts ; so  stressing  one  group  of  them  and 


NOTE  THE  DATES 

May  27th  & June  H)th. 

9 

A - - 

SPECIAL  CONGRESS 

SUPPLEMENT 

WILL  BE  ISSUED  WITH  THE 

“ CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS  " 

FOR  MAY  27th. 

The  Supplement  will  extend  to  eight  illustrated  page* 
’ »W«'  ond  will  contuin  brightly  written  ntticles 
on  Brighton  (the  venue,  o(  this  vest's  Congiess)  ; the 
Gvopcrotive  Associations  ol  Brighton  irom  the  days  of 
Dr.  King  till  the  present,  ind  the  municipal  activities  ol 
Br  ighton.  The  Supplement  will  also  contain  a " Who's 
Who,”  with  portraits  and  biographical  notes  ol  the 
leading  personalities  at  tne  Congress.  There  wilt  he  no 
inereare  in  price  for  this  it  rue. 

Societies  are  urged  to  order  special  suppl  es,  and  to 
let  their  orders  reach  the  " Co-operative  News  ” 
Office,  not  later  thin  Tuesday,  May  <3rd. 

9 

THE  - - 

“ CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS" 
FOR  JUNE  10th 

will  he  specially  enlarged  so  tlxat  a comprehensive  report 
ol  the  Congress,  covering  all  the  events  ol  the  week,  may 
appear  in  the  single  issue. 

Orders  for  extra  supplies  should  be  sent  in  by 
JUNE  6th. 


keeping  another  group  in  the  background  as 
to  make  a given  conclusion  inevitable.” 

Mr.  Angell  cites  copious  examples  to  show 
how  public  opinion  has  been  thus  formed. 
Many  of  the  counts  in  his  indictment  are 
counts  that  have  been  put  forward  in  these 
columns  time  and  again.  He  shows  how  the 
press  created  the  public  opinion  that  the 
national  organisation  of  food  supplies  would 
be  bad  for  them.  The  fact  is  that,  in  that 
connection,  the  press  had  powerful  allies  in 
Parliament — and  even  in  the  Cabinet — who 
while  recognising  the  need  for  national  or- 
ganisation of  civil  needs  to  avert  defeat  in 
the  war,  were  extremely  anxious  to  prevent 
national  organisation  from  becoming  popular. 
Mr.  Angell  also  shows  how  the  press  created 
public,  opinion  which  resulted  in  “cuts”  in 
education — the  anti-waste  campaign.  The 
press  still  creates  public  opinion  hostile  to 
Russia.  The  press,  in  short,  is  little  less  in 
power  than  the  Cabinet  itself.  That  being 
so,  it  is  important  that  people  should  know 
how  to  protect  themselres  against  the  press. 
The  Workers’  Interest, 

Norman  Angell’s  proposal  is  that  the  trade 


unionists  and  the  co-operators  should  take 
the  power  for  mischief  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  press  magnates  by  building  up  their  own 
press. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  *'  News  ” that  it 
would  bo  discreditable  to  the  Labour  move- 
ment if  the  “ Daily  Herald  ” were  allowed 
to  go  out  of  existence.  The  General  Council 
of  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  and  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  Labour  Party  have  decided  to 
preserve  the  “ Herald " for  six  months  by 
meeting  the  estimated  loss  in  carrying  on  tho 
paper  at  the  price  of  2d.  In  the  interval 
the  annual  conferences  of  tho  two  bodies  will 
be  held  and  the  matter  dealt  with  properly. 

Mr.  Angell,  however,  links  the  trade  unions 
and  the  co-operative  societies  together  in  his 
scheme,  relying  upon  the  purchasing  power 
of  the  members  of  these  organisations  and 
upon  the  distributing  power  of  the  numerous 
branches.  Now  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society  has  been  building  up  the 
foundations  of  its  press  organisation.  It  has 
been  uniting  the  interests  of  co-operative 
societies  through  their  investments.  It  has 
been  urging  societies  to  perfect  their  system 
of  distribution  * and  great  strides  have  been 
made  in  that  direction  during  the  past  few 
years.  Some  societies  have  organised  special 
arrangements  end  some  have  established  book- 
stalls for  the  sale  of  co-operative  and  other 
progressive  literature.  All  that  is  to  the  good. 
The  purpose  behind  all  these  activities  has 
been  to  pave  the  way  for  a daily  paper — broad 
and  comprehensive  in  its  outlook  and  wide- 
spread in  its  interests— but  owned  by  tho 
co-operative  movement  and  controlled  by 
the  co-operative  movement. 

...  " Our  Own  Press”  More  Necessary 
Than  Ever. 

Reasons  which  inapired  this  policy  in  years 
past  seem  more  than  ever  necessary  now.  The 
trade  union  movement  and  the  Labour  move- 
ment and  the  co-operative  movement  have 
grown  enormously  during  recent  years.  Each 
of  them  is  big  enough  to  undertake  the  owner- 
ship and  control  of  its  own  press  as  soon  as  the 
members  are  convinced  of  the  need  for  it. 
The  struggles  of  the  *'  Daily  Citizen  ” and  the 
“Daily  Herald”  show  that  the  enormous 
mass  of  the  members  of  the  unions  ami  the 
Labour  organisations  are  not  yet  convinced 
of  the  need  for  a Labour  daily,  although  t he 
need  for  it  is  apparent  to  the  thinking  mem  herd 
of  these  organisations.  There  is  evidence 
that  the  mass  of  co-operators  are  not  yet  con- 
vinced of  the  need  for  a daily  paper  owned  and 
controlled  by  the  co-operative  movement. 
The  directors  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society  fully  recognise  that,  and 
so  they  have  not  launched  out  upon  the  sea 
of  troubles  which  others  have  braved  only  to 
find  themselves  in  a serious  tt niggle  which  has 
up  till  the  present  given  little  hojx-  for  rescue. 
In  the  meant  inieaevery  addition  to  its  equip- 
ment is  planned  by  the  National  Co-operativo 
Publishing  Society  with  the  idea  that,  as  soon 
as  the  co-operative  movement  is  ready,  it  will 
be  able  to  launch  its  own  daily  in  which  the 
co-operative  view  and  the  co-operative  policy 
will  be  stated — aa  wa3  mentioned  a few  weeks 
ago — without  compromising  either  Labour  or 
eo-operation.  With  nearly  five  inill'on  mem- 
bers of  co-operative  societies  directly  interested 
a successful  daily  should  be  easily  run — but  not 
until  the  bulk  of  these  member^  r. re  wakened 
up  to  the  need  for  it.  Congress  will  no  doubt 
discuss  the  subject  fully,  and  co-operatora 
Will  no  doubt  discuss  it  between  this  and  then. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


PLEA  FOR  THE  PERSONAL  TOUCH 


ONE  OF  THE  MOVEMENT’S  GREATEST  NEEDS  IN 

THE  PRESENT  TROUBLOUS  TIMES. 


A PARABLE  IN  A PLAIN  TALE. 

THE  MAN  WHO  DESCRIBES  THE  COMMONWEALTH 

AND  HIS  FRIEND  WHO  BUILDS  IT. 


BY  WILLIAM  HAZELL  (President,  Ynysybwl  Society). 


BY  JAMES  MYLLES. 


What  is  the  great  need  in  the  co-opera- 
tive  movement  of  to-day?  Capital !L Trade ! 
Political  Influence!  Of  course,  these  are  nil 
essentials,  but  these  are  not  the  outstanding 
requirements  of  to-day ; something  deeper, 
more  fundamental  than  any  chow  of  business 
facilities,  financial  stability,  superficial 
splendour,  or  managerial  capacity. 

The  great  need  of  our  movement  in  1922  is 
brotherhood,  fellowship,  the  personal  touch; 
that  something  which  is  so  hard  to  define  in 
mere  words,  in  short,  the  human  side  of  co- 
operation ; some  people  lay  it  down-  that 
“human  nature  ''  will  ultimately  prove  the 
bnne  of  every  collective  or  co-operative 
organisation,  but  we  that  are  “ strong  in  the 
faith  ” know  that  co-opefatiq^  will  develop 
all  that  is  noble  and  best  inmiankiud,  and 
that  tlie  ugly  and  sordid  elements  which 
have  been  brought  out  so  prominently  by 
generations  of  unrestricted  individualism 
\\  ill  be  relegated  to  oblivion. 

Emphatically,  I say,  that  without  this 
per-'onal  touch,  real  progress  will  become 
impossible,  and  the  word  loyalty  can  he  left 
out  of  the  co-operative  dictionary. 

Co-operative  Wesieys  Wanted. 

There  should  be  that  same  intense  mis- 
sionary spirit  prevailing  among  us  to  spread 
the  gc-pel  of  the  “ State  within  a State,’-5  as 
animated  the  great  religious  revivalists  of 
old.  Cannot  oo-operation  produce  its 
Wesleys  and  Spurgeons  to  impress  on  the 
masses  the  doctrine  of  right  living  in  the 
economic  sense?  And  is  there  not  room  and 
work  in  the  “ Darkest  Africa  ” of  capi- 
talistic, commercialised  Britain,  for  the 
Livingstones  and  Careys  of  the  coming 
Commonwealth  ? 

And  when  the  insidious  persuasions  of  the 
private  trader  and  profit  seeker  succeed  in 
chawing  away  stores*  customers,  there  should 
he  an  earnest  personal  effort  made  to  bring 
them  back  to  mutual  trading. 

How,  then,  can  we  develop  that  brother- 
hood and  fellowship  which  is  the  first 
essential  in  our  body  politic,  for  there  is  nn 
doubt  that  in  many  of  our  societies  of  over 
two  thousand  membership,  the  old-time 
spirit  of  oneness,  association,  and  fellowship 
lias  almost  reached  the  breaking  pointy  and 
- soon  any  pretence  of  co-optation  for  co- 
operation's sake  will  bo  extinct. 

So  we  come  back  to  that  personal  touch  — 
that  humnuisiug  influence— the  “ brother- 
hood of  man  ” in  practical  application  for 
everyday  life. 

There  was  a movement  among  co-opera- 
tors, especially  after  tho  issue  of  the  Survey 
Committee’s  report,  to  appoint  canvassers  to 
interview  members  and  non-members  person- 
ally in  the  interests  of  co-operation.  A few 
large  moieties  did  take  the  step,  and  have  no 
cause  to  regret  their  decision,  but  the  after- 
effects of  the  war  and  the  slump  in  the 
trade,  seem  to  have  effectively  scotched  this 
beneficent  movement. 

What  a great  mistake!  Wlut  false 
economy!  How  can  we  consistently 
criticise  the  G'eddcs  axe  n national  educi- 
tion,  while  we  permit  our  great  movement 
to  be  held  up  by  sheer  shortsightedness,. and 
paltry  consideration  of  a small  addition  to 
the  wages  bill. 

The  earnest  Commonwealth-conscious  can- 
vasser has  been,  and  can  be.  a tower  of 
strength  to  any  society,  by  acting  as  i link 
between  the  committee  and  the  members  — 
clearing  away  misunderstandings,  pushing 
l ew  departments,  explaining  check  systems” 
popularising  collective  life  assuran*  e.  tact- 
fully inquiring,  suggesting,  and  helping, 
anfl  planting  seeds  of  co-opera  tic a theory 
and  practice  in  the  arid  deserts  of  the  com- 
petitive mind. 

Of  course,  we  must  have  the  right  type  of 
‘Verson  to  canvass  our  cause.  but 
Professor  Hall’s  department  is  producing 
and  developing  men  and  women  eminently 
suitable  for  this  work.  Why  not  then  give 
them  scope  to  use  their  abilities  in  service? 

Committees  are  inclined  just  now  to  look 
upon  public  meetings  and  every  kind  of 
social  gathering  as  luxuries,  to  be  cut  off 
" ith  a stern  band.  Now  this  Attitude  cannot 
bo  justified.  In  these  days  whan  we  hare  to 
call  upon  our  members  to  be  loyal,  without 
even  the  hope  of  a cosh  surplus  at  the 
quarter  end,  no  opportunity  of  intercourse 
and  fellowship  should  be  neglected ; the  fnce- 


to-faee  meeting,  the  henrt-tu-hrart  convex  sa- 
tcon,  the  beautiful  influence  of  music  and 
song,  will  all  lead  up  to  that  full  life  of  co- 
operation that  we  so  much  desire. 

High  Dcys  and  Festivals. 

I would  suggast  a national  co-operative 
calendar,  outlining  high-days  and  festivals 
for  co-operators  throughout  the  year.  The 
Labour  Party  have  their  Kc-ir  Hardio 
Memorial  meetings  yearly— great  gatherings 
of  thousands  of  people  to  derive  inspiration 
from  the  memories  of  a noble  worker  for 
democracy.  Has  not  the  history  of  co-cpera- 
tion  names  worth  commemorating?  We 
need  only  mention  the  name?  of  Robert 
Owen,  Holyoake,  and  Mitchell.  I^t  us  set 
aside  dates  in  cur  calendar  for  them. . 

The  “entente  cordiaje ' ’ of  co-operation 
and  labour  should  be  universally  celebrated 
on  May-Day  by.  all  societies,  and  the  women's 
annual  rally  must.be  given  a place  of 
honour  in  our  calendar. 

One  of -the  liigh-days  I hope  to  see  estab- 
lished ere  long  is  an  International  Day, 
when  from  all  countries,  co-operators  will 
gather  to  acclaim  a creed  which  knows  no 
frontiers  or  race  or  tongue;  also  an  annual 
educational  rally,  prize-giving,  &<■.,  to 
demonstrate  the  value  co-operators  still 
place  on  education  as  a humanising  factor. 

In  conclusion,  I would  plead  for  the  one- 
ness of  our  movement;  we  have  become  so 
fond  of  seetionalising  ourselves-^.ommittees 
and  officials  in  one  watertight  compo rtnient ; 
employees,  members,  guilds,  £<•.,  all  duly 
partitioned  off  and  labelled  accordingly. 
If  we  could  break  down  these  artificial  bar- 
riers which  almost  amount  to  a caste  system 
in  our  midstl  and  come  to  realise  our  kinship 
as  co-operators  we  should  bring  the 
Commonwealth  miles  nearer  realisation. 

Co-operators!  The  need  is  tire  call!  Let 
the  slogan  be — Personal  Service. 


Once  upon  a time  there  wiii  a Certain 
Person  known  as  a trusted  champion  of  the 
working  class.  He  was  foremost  in  every 
effort  to  improve  their  lot,  and  he  lectured 
much  on  the  popular  economics.  His 
oratory  brought  him  much  influence  and 
many  meetings.  He  spared  not  himself  and 
was  proud  of  his  power  to  serve  the  common 
people  in  gladness  of  heart.  He  went  from 
meeting  to  meeting  cheering  and  inspiring 
others.  He  supported  resolutions  and  de- 
nounced the  Government.  No  deputation 
was  complete  without  him,  and  every  day  he 
was  so  busy  that  he  had  no  time  to  listen 
to  his  own  oratory.  There  lay  the  weakness 
of  this  Achilles.  His  words,  be  it  said  in 
sorrow,  were  his  undoing. 

Now  it  chanced  that  his  Party  decided  to 
launch  an  attack  on  tins  Government  of  the 
day,  because  of  their  extravagance  .abroad 
and  their  neglect  of  social  reform  at  home. 
The  opportunity  for  oratory  called  for  new 
speeches  instead  of  the  old  speeches  with  new 
titles.  One  speech  portrayed  the  ravages  of 
the  profiteers,  causing  poverty  to  the  people, 
while  the  Government  supplied  birthday 
honours  to  those  who  ravaged  most.  An- 
other speech  exposed  how  the  power  of  the 
Government  was  used  abroad  to  support 
trading  concessions  to  the  financiers,  and 
secret  party  funds  received  a commission  on 
the  profits  mado.  The  common  people  hoard 
him  gladly,  but  the  Government  were  in  no 
wise  disturbed.  Many  resolutions  were 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown — and  they  smiled.  The  campaign 
ended  with  simultaneous  demonstrations  in 
all  the  large  industrial  areas,  and  the 
Certain  Person  decided,  after  much  hesita- 
tion, that  London  hud  need  «>f  him  on  that 
great  day.  No  such  demonstration  had  ever 
been  held  in  the  Metropolis.  Contingents 
converged  from  every  quarter  into  Hyde 
Park,  and  the  Certain  Person  was  carried 


TO  EACH  HIS  BURDEN.  - £,sw?^SAND 

By  EDWIN  LAWTON. 


Harry  Brown  is  a friend  of  mine.  The 
other  night  I met  him  at  the  tram  terminus, 
and  we  both  waited  for  a car  to  town.  On 
the  journey  Harry  was  bubbling  over  with 
scorn  at  the  lament  of  the  financial  lions 
about  high  taxation. 

“ Why,"  he  said,  “ they  know  nothing 
about  it.  I don’t  suppose  such  men  as  Lord 
Inehcape  smoke  one  cigar  less  as  a result  of 
it  all.  If  he  were  in  my  place  he  might  talk 
— or  swear.  But  lam  not  grumbling.  Every- 
body is  alike : now  the  war  is  over  the}'  are 
all  very  willing  that  someone  else  should  pay 
for  it,  whereas  the  only  way  out  is  for  every- 
one to  shoulder  his  own  part  like  a man.” 

That  led  me  on  to  questioning.  Harry 
might  be  taken  as  a typical  British  worker 
— except  that  he  thinks.  He  is  married,  with 
two  children,  both  at  school,  and  gets  from 
£3  10s  to  £4.  a week.  Harry  said  that  according 
to  some  figures  he  bad  seen  he  was  paying 
at  the  same  rate  per  pound  of  income  tax 
by  the  indirect  method  as  was  chargeable 
by  the  direct  method  on  a man  with  £10  a 
week. 

This  claim  seemed  so  audacious  that  1 
challenged  Him  to  prove  it. 

" Well,”  he  said,  “ there  are  four  of  us, 
as  you  know.  The  youngsters  are  big  enough 
to  drink  tea.  so  wo  get  lialf-a-pound  a week. 
Our  sugar  bill  is  heavy  : we  get  four  pounds  a 
week ; and  then  the  wife  gets  about  four 
stone  in  for  jam  making  and  fruit  bottling  in 
the  season.  Coffee  and  cocoa  don’t  cost  us 
much,  say  an  ounce  of  coffee  a week,  and  a 
quarter-of-a-pound  of  cocoa  once  a fortnight. 
Then  the  tax  on  currants  and  raisins  I cannot 
fathom,  but  suppose  wc  put  it  at  Id.  a week 
for  the  four  of  us.” 

“ And  how  much  docs  the  taxation  come 
to  ? ” I asked. 

“ Tea,  5d.  a week  ; sugar  (including  jam 
sugar),  Is.  2d.  ; coffee  and  cocoa,  Jd. ; dried 
fruit,  Jd. ; a total  of  Is.  8d.,  or  5d.  in  the 
pound  income  tax  on  £4  a week,  when  I am 
lucky  enough  to  get  it.  Work  has  not  been 
so  very  regular  of  late.” 

“ That  doesn’t  sound  very  awful,  though, 
old  chap,”  I 6aid  ; " everybody  is  in  the  same 
boat  as  yourself.” 


“ I know ; but  my  point  is  that  we  are 
paying  without  a grumble,  though  £4  Cs.  8d. 
a year  means  more  to  a fellow  with  £4  a week 
than  10s.  in  the  pound  dees  to  a man  with 
£23,000  a year ; he  can  still  get  all  he  really 
needs,  whilst  £4  a week  is  none  too  much  with 
which  to  buy  bare  necessities  for  four,  let 
alone  paying  Is.  8d.  out  of  it. 

“ But  that  is  not  all.  I like  a bit  of  a 
smoke,  and  the  wife  and  I generally  have  a 
drink  each  at  the  week-end.  Then  once  a 
week  we  all  so  to  the  pictures.  The  tax  on 
my  two-and-a-balf  ounces  of  tobacco  is  Is.  3d.  ; 
the  tax  on  the  two  drinks  is  7d.  ; and  the  tax 
on  our  four  scats  at  the  pictures  is  6d.  The 
lot  comes  to  2s.  4d.  a week.  Put  it  with  the 
taxes  on  food,  and  you  will  see  that  I pay  4s. 
a week,  or  Is.  in  the  pound  on  my  £4  of  wage. 
According  to  Government  figures  the  man 
with  £508  a year  pays  at  the  same  rate,  only 
by  the  direct  method.  If  he  pays  as  much 
indirectly — of  course,  be  will  pay  more,  because 
ho  will  have  more  luxuries — he  will  have 
£472  left,  whilst  I only  have  £197  left.” 

“ You  have  not  dealt  with  the  argument 
that  if  the  Government  take  too  much  in  taxes 
there  is  too  little  left  for  investment.” 

“ That  story  will  not  wash.  Only  recently 
I read  that  money  was  a drug  in  tlie  market  ; 
-and  I have  never  heard  of  a decent  company 
being  short  of  applications  for  new  shares. 
The  truth  is  the  people  who  are  squealing 
want  more  money  either  for  pleasure  or  to  get 
interest.  The  workers  need  more  money  to 
buy  better  clothes  and  to  give  the  youngsters 
a better  education.  More  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  luxurious  simply  means  more  chauffeurs 
and  more  gamekeepers  ; in  the  hands  of  men 
like  us  and  of  wives  like  oure  more  money 
means  more  work  for  manufacturers  and 
tailors,  more  schools  and  better  schools ; 
better  houses  and  better  furniture.  All  these 
mean  steady  employment  and  more  of  it.  So 
far  as  remission  of  taxation  gives  more  money 
to  any  class,  it  would  benefit  those  at  the 
bottom  most  if  the  indirect  taxes  were 
abolished.  But  it  is  best  for  us  all  to  keep 
on  paying,  and  get  the  debt  out  of  the  way.” 

“ Ter-mecn-us  1 ” yelled  the  guard. 


or.  the  shoulders  of  his  supporters  from  pl.,f 
form  to  platform,  where  he  -Lingo,!  I 
delighted  audience  with  his  ciSSkun>-mtion  *\ 
the  Government.  He  was  out  of  the  -Jti 
before  the  last  contingent  had  arrived 
Joyously  weary  lie  lay  back  in  , t,IV|  ,lt 
recalled  the  impression  he  had  made  on 
last  platform,  as  he  had  read  telegrams  fi 
the  other  centres  announcing  the  trcnicu 
dons  success  of  the  various  meetings 

Surely  this  day- had  been  the  «lii'unvJ 
all  his  hopes.  The  Government  must  ic,:  .n 
alien  they  heard  of  tlie  stupendous  n, 
of  the  agitation. 

On  the  Wrong  Scent. 

Smash!  Tlie  near  wheel  of  the  taxi  locked 
into  the  wheel  of  a private  motor  i u 
had  swung  round  front  the  wrong  side.  The 
interlocking  of  the  wheels  held  tlien, 
together  and  prevented  an  ugly  '.pill.  lt 
was  the  surprise  of  the  Certain  lYi  -oa  ivli.n 
he  found  the  private  motor  contuinc<l  .t 
Cabinet  Minister  who'  wn.<  known  m ],s 
friends  as  Tlie  Philosopher.  .Mutual 
apologies  were  tendered  while  th.ir  ir.|.,. . 
live  chauffeurs  exchanged  greetin'*?  in  an- 
other language-.  The  Certain  lYrsm 
scented  a political  crisis,  in  that  a Cabinet 
meeting  was  being  held  on  a Sunday.  In 
fact  The  Philosopher  announced  limt  lie  naj 
on  his  way  there.  The  Certain  Person  ivi* 
jubilant. 

“ r thought  our  campaign  would  get  lioiu; 
this  time.” 

’lbs  Philosopher  looked  surprised. 
“ Your  campaign!  Oh  yes,  of  cum  - *,  I had 
forgotten  that.  I say.  I’m  soivv  to  disap- 
point you.  hut  the  fact  is  that  the  Warden 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  has  persuadril  tho 
Cabinet  to  hear  his  exposition  of  the  .nl>-mi- 
toge  .of  placing  wire-netting  round  the  lnnips 
of  the  Channel  lighthouses.” 

The  Philosopher  darted  acre  -s  the  strerl, 
and  tlie  Certain  Person  was  jii.t  iu  nering 
his  power  of  speech  when  he  had  {mother 
shock. 

An  Unimportant  Chap  accosted  lu’ni:  "I 
think  this  is  your  coat.  .Mi  l Funny 
thing,  isn’t  it,  I used  to  go  and  hear  vuu 
speak  until  one  day  you  gave  me  your  mat 
to  hold.  I never  went  to  hear  you  any  inuiv. 
That  toff  you  left  just  now  ha-  sens--  .voo'u* 
only  got  eloquence.  Don’t  think  the  pn- 
fiteer  is  frightened  about  you  so  long  • you 
buy  bis  overcoats.  Do  you  over  think,  nr 
do  you  only  talk?  Did  you  ever  hear  of  fin1 
co-operative  movement?  I have  heard  you 
lecture  on  the  Economics  of  Labour— about 
the  need  for  what  you  called  ' prodneiwn 
fur  use  and  not  for  profit.'  Y -n  "t  " 
enthusiastic  about  it  that  you  iiearVWt 
tlie  ‘ made  for  profit  ’ clothes  you  Were  ">,f- 
ing.  That  toff  was  quite  jagl'L  Go  lin 
passing  resolutions.  Demand  tialo  uni"'1 
> onditu  a-  for  u hat  you  make  but  n< 
for  them  in  what  you  buy!  A fat  l»t  the 
Government  worry  about  you.  You  kfi'H" 
how  you  scraped  and  saved  to  put  all  you h'd 
into  the  Government  Funds  and  Mar  Boiujf* 
Every  pound  raised  the  credit  of  tho 
ment,  and  you  go  off  to  Hyde  Park  and 
denounce  your  own  money.  Your  «i|u 
hunts  foi  bargains  so  that  *Jn?  can  add  »u,° 
to  her  account  in  the  Post  Office 
Bank,  and  the  Government  smile-  nat  «*1 1 
you,  but  at  you.” 

*•  But,  but,  my  friend, ’^stammered  d‘e 
Certain  Person,  “ who  are  you?” 

“ Still  Only  Talking.” 

“I’m  onl.v  an  Unimportant  (hap.  I 
always  vote  right  enough  becuus  I 11,11  n<5' 
fool  enough  to  vote  for  anyone  «'ho*c  ,n" 
te nasta  or  money  are  not  on  the  ode  of  t,l<' 
co-operative  movement,  but  J’in  sorry 
of  you  Certain  Persons  are  still  only  i a Iking- 
I’m  trying  to  ‘buy’  myself  into  the 
operative  Commonwealth  by  spending'  ' ' 
penny  I can  inside  tlie  co-o]>;*raiP  c ^ 
ment.  I'm  not  waiting  for  a chnfluc  ^ 
Government — I don’t  need  to  denounce 
one  except  mv  own  class.  The  door  i*>  ^ 

ing  open  invitinfc  them  to  stop  ««,  ,,ut  ' * •' 
prefer  to  stand  outside  and  thuul  1 ’ 

take  your  coot.  I'm  afraid  «'mie  of  m»  P3^ 
might  think  it  was  mine.  I'm  one  of 
Unimportant  Chaps  who  try  to  pra'  ti-e  >■ 

I preach — but  I practise  fi r-*t.  - 

The  Certain  Person  forgot  about  < '* 

Tha  Unimportant  Chap  bad  explained 
smile  cf  The  Philosopher  1hn  ^ 
triumph  of  the  national  campaign  h*3 
been  in  Hyde  Park  after  alL 
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Bad  Times  for  the  Pictures. 

The  report  of  the  Provincial  Cinematograph 


Capital  Still  Plentiful. 

The  success  that  has  attended  most  offer- 
ing of  capital  since  the  beginning  of  thj  year 
continu0'5-  an<l  the  feature  of  the  last  few 
subscriptions  i?  the  magnitude  of  tin  turns 
involved.  To  take  two  cases  only  which 
occurred  last  week,  the  Mexican  Eagle  Oil 
Company — which  'is  now  part  of  the  great 
Shell  Transport-Royal  Dutch  Combine — offered 
» little  over  £7,000,000  of  7 per  cent,  pre- 
ference shares  at  par ; while  the  Brazilian 
Government  offered  £7,000,000  of  7i  per  cent, 
bonds  at  £97  per  £100,  and  both  were  largely 
oversubscribed  In  less  than  an  hour.  As  I 
have  pointed  out  before,  booming  stock 
markets  do  not  necessarily  mean  good  trade 
in  the  productive  sections  of  the  community  ; 
often  they  indicate  the  exact  contrary,  capital 
released  from  trade  owing  to  slackness  finding 
its  wav  into  Stock  Exchange  investments. 

A Loan  Secured  on  Coffee. 

The  Brazilian  loan  is  interesting,  as  it  really 
represents  the  pawning  of  vast  stocks  of  coffee 
owned  by  the  Brazilian  Government,  and  the 
money  is  used  to  prevent  the  Brazilian  planters 
from  having  to  sacrifice  their  coffee  at  a loss, 
when  prices  are  depressed.  The  Brazilian 
Government  has  already  on  two  or  three  occa- 
sions been  successful  in  thus  protecting  its 
coffee  growers,  and  its  action  is  of  great 
importance,  for  farmers  all  over  the  world 
sre  complaining  that,  being  compelled  to 
sell  their  produce  simultaneously  and  within 
a few  weeks  in  order  to  raise  the  necessary 
funds,  they  frequently  receive  a price  less 
than  the  cost  of  production  ; and  various 
measures,  Governmental  and  otherwise,  as,  for 
instance,  the  New  Zealand  meat  pool,  are 
under  consideration.  The  Brazilian  Govern- 
ment, when  a large  coffee  crop  is  produced, 
cither  buys  large  quantities  from  the  growers 
or  lends  them  money  against  the  coffee,  which 
it  then  stores  until  a less  plentiful  crop  occurs 
and  thus  prevents  the  price  of  coffee  from 
falling  to  a level  that  would  be  disastrous  to 
the  producers.  Artificial  inflation  of  prices 
h bad,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  in  the 
interest  of  the  community  that  food  producers 
should  be  compelled  to  produce  at  a loss  in 
order  to  enrich  middlemen  and  bankers  ; and 
the  coffee  “ valorisation  scheme  ” of  the 
Brazilian  Government,  as  it  is  termed,  repre- 
ss a gigantic  State  regulation  of  prices  of 
& world  commodity,  which  is  totally  opposed 
to  the  ordinary  individualist  conception  of  the 
W of  supply  and  demand ; and  yet  the 
investing  public  of  this  country  cheerfully 
provides  millions  to  enable  the  Brazilian 
Government  to  combat  the  operation  of  that 
kw.  The  full  story  of  the  coffee  “ valorisation 
fcheme,”  since  its  inception  in  1907,  is  told 
in  one  of  my  books,  entitled  “ The  State  in 
Business”  (Bell  and  Sons,  5s.  net),  to  which 
“y  reader  interested  is  referred. 


“Ideal”  as 


5 o’clock  Tea  Cream 

Heal  Milk  is  of  such  thick 
cream  richness  that  it 
makes  an  Ideal  5 o’clock 
Tea  Cream  at  half  the  cost 
of  cream.  Equals  delicious 
with  coffee  or  cocoa,  or 
over  tinned,  stewed,  or 
bottled  fruit,  e’ec. 

IDEAL 

MILK 

(THE  EVERYDAY  MILK) 
Imitations  never  satisfy  ; 
demand  “ Ideal  ” — alwauf. 

S°ld  at  all  Co-operative  Stores,  and 
packed  by 

NESTLE’S, 

w.  EASTCHEAP,  LONDON,  E.C.3. 


Theatres  Limited,  for  the  year  ended  January 
31st  last,  shows  that  the  film  industry  is 
having  a lean  time,  which  is  not  surprising  in 
view  of  the  large  amount  of  unemployment 
and  the  worsened  financial  position  of  the 
workers  generally.  The  company  referred 
to  is  the  leading  proprietor  in  this  country  of 
picture  houses,  owning  some  seventy  houses, 
including  the  New  Gallery,  London ; the 
Regent,  Brighton  ; the  Market-street  Picture 
House,  Manchester ; the  Prince  of  Wales 
Picture  House,  Liverpool ; the  Picture  House, 
Edinburgh  ; the  Picture  House,  Glasgow,  &c. 
The  trading  profits  for  the  year  are  £100,780, 
as  against  £224,913  in  the  previous  year ; 
and  the  company  finds  itself  compelled  to 
postpone  payment  of  the  dividends  on  some 
of  its  preference,  as  well  as  on  its  preferred 
ordinary  shares  and  ordinary  shares.  At  the 
annual  general  meeting,  the  chairman  (Lord 
Ashfield)  said  that  when  one  bears  in  mind  that 
16  per  cent,  of  the  workers  in  the  country  are 
wholly  unemployed,  and  many  others  are 
working  short  time,  he  was  surprised  that  the 
, decline  in  their  takings  wa3  not  greater. 
He  referred  to  the  bad  system  hitherto  in 
vogue  in  the  cinema  industry  whereby  the 
films  shown  have  had  to  be  booked  eighteen 
riionths  to  two  years  in  advance,  with  the 
result  that  proprietors  had  to  take  what  was 
offered.  Even  current  programmes  have  been 
booked  ten  months  to  a year  beforehand. 
This  thoroughly  bad  system  is  being  gradually 
abolished.  Lord  Ashfield  naturally  referred 
to  the  heaviness  of  the  Entertainment  Tax. 
As  is  customary  this  tax  is  much  heavier  on 
the  poor  than  on  the -wealthy,  as  the  lower 
priced  seats  have  to  pay  a much  higher  per- 
centage of  tax  than  the  higher  priced  seats  ; 
but  so  long  as  the  voters  of  this  country  return 
to  Parliament  “hard-faced  men  who  have 
done  well  out  of  the  war  ” instead  of  those  who 
will  study  the  interests  of  the  nation  as  a 
whole,  they  must  expect  injustices  of  this  kind. 
Lord  Ashfield  stated,  rightly  enough,  that  too 
large  a proportion  of  the  films  displayed  still 
come  from  America,  and  that  there  is  a 
tendency  to  monotony  in  film  stories  and  to 
sameness  of  treatment,  less  crudeness  and  more 
subtlety  of  emotion  being  wanted.  He  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  there  were  signs  of 
the  picture  house  industry  improving,  and  I 
hope  he  is  correct,  for  the  cinema  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in  brightening  the  lives  of  the 
people. 

Shipping  Combinations. 

The  world’s  shipping  trade  is  reaching  an 
interesting  stage,  for  there  are  not  enough 
cargoes  to  go  round,  and  the  United  States, 
which  still  has  an  enormous  amount  of  State- 
owned  vessels,  is  determined  that  a great 
portion  of  its  trade  shall  be  carried  by  ships 
carrying  the  Stars  and  Strips,  even  if  it  means 
big  losses  either  by  direct  operation  or  sub- 
sidies to  shipowners.  One  of  the  smaller 
English  lines  has  undercut  the  American  rates 
for  the  South  American  trade ; but  the 
English  company  concerned  puts  forward  the 
plea  that  it  is  justified  in  ’charging^lower 
rates  as  its  ships  are  smallerthan  the  American 
vessels  on  the  same  service.  A shipping  war 
on  a big  scale  would  benefit  traders,  but  would 
be  disastrous  to  the  shipping  industry  itself ; 
and  if  the  United  States  Government  backs 
up  its  compatriots  in  a shipping  war,  not  even 
the  richest  shipping  company  could  contend 
with  it ; but  matters  may  not  reach  that  stage. 
Meantime,  it  is  interesting  to  observe  that 
while  all  the  British  railway  companies  are 
being  formed  into  four  big  groups,  a parallel 
process  is  taking  place  in  British  shipping, 
which  is  now  dominated  by  six  great  groups, 
although  one  of  these,  the  White  Star,  is  under 
American  control  and  ownership.  The  follow- 
ing figures  show  the  magnitude  of  these 
groups : — Group.  Ships.  Tonnage. 

Peninsular  & Oriental , 378" 2,218,321 

Royal  Mail  Steam 


Packet 

. . 1,911,251 

White  Star  . . 

..  1,207,186 

Cunard 

133.... 

..  1,158,278 

Ellerman 

215 

. . 953,335 

• Furness 

. . 866,072 
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Blenheim -ter  race. 
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sea  view.  Liberal  i 
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CHEMISTRY  AND  DRl’G. — Wanted,  a qualified 
MANAGER  lor  Pranch;  young. — Applications, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  salary  required,  to  be 

Snt  iii  not  later  than  Wednesday.  May  17lh.  Doncaster 
uinal  Co-operative  and  Industrial  S-xi-y  Limited, 
John -street,  Doncaster. 
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HALF-A-CENTURY  OF  SERVICE. 

MR.  OPENSHAW’S  SPLENDID  RECORD. 

STRIKING  TRIBUTE  FROM  C.YV.S.  DIRECTORS. 


Mr.  William  Openshaw,  the  doyen  c.f  the 
C.W.S.  London  staff,  has  been  called  blessed 
at  least  three  times  during  the  past  decade. 
The  first  occasion  was  when  he  presided  at 
the  Portsmouth  Congress;  the  second  was 
when  he  launched  what  we  hopj  will  he  a 
f rain ul  effort  for  peace  and  Ufldei  standing 
be  tween  the  co-operative  movement  and  its 
employees;  and  the  third  was  list  we-k, 
when  the  completion  of  his  fiftietn  year  of 
service  in  'the  C.W.S.  was  marked. 

Mr.  Openshaw  has  been  so  long  in 
London  that  most  people  in  the  north  regard 
him  as  a Southerner,  and  some  people  in 
the  south  regard  him  as  a Northerner.  He  is 
neither.  Co-operators  throughout  Great 
•Britain  would  say  with  perfect  truth:  He  is 
one  of  us.  He  is  a native  of  Salford;  but 
he  lias  friends  everywhere.  When  his 
recent  article  on  the  employees  appeared  in 
the  “ News  ” it  opened  up  the  discussion  of 
a delicate  matter.  The  subject  he  touched 


Mr.  William  Openshaw. 

was  cue  which  had  aroused  a good  deal  of 
bitterness  in  the  past.  In  all  the  letters  that 
have  been  received  from  contributors  to  the 
discussion  there  lias  not  been  a single  refer- 
ence to  Mr.  Op?nshaw  -which  was  not  of  the 
most  respectful  and  kindly  character. 

We  can  scarcely  name  a man  who  has  more 
friends  or  fewer  rivals  in  ilia  co-operative 
movement;  and  Mr.  Openshaw  lias  earned 
his  place  in  the  general  esteem  by  his  un- 
remitting hard  work  for  the  movement  both 
in  the  business  office  and  on  the  propa- 
gandist platform. 

Youthful  Days. 

He  set  out  on  his  career  as  a lad  at  the 
Grammar  School  of  Manchester,  of  which  lie 
is  not  the  least  creditable  alumnus.  He 
had  a year  or  two  of  experience  in  business 
in  Manchester  when  he  joined  the  Wholesale 
staff  in  1872.  He  went  to-  London  in  1*74 
in  company  with  Mr.  Ben  Jones  to  open  the 
I/on-don  branch  ; and  he  became  at  once  an 
energetic  force  in  the  spread  of  the  move- 
ment in  the  south  at  a time  when  Holyoake, 
Nuttall,  Tom  Hughes,  Ynnsittart  Neale. 
Walter  Morrison,  Dr.  ltutherlord,  Lloyd 
Jones,  Tom  Burt,  Hodgson  Pratt,  J.  T. 
M ‘Innes^  and  Dr.  Watts  were  the  live  wires 
of  the  Co-operative  Union.  There  are  not 
many  survivors  of  that  period  left,  and  Mr. 
Openshaw  must  often  have  reminiscent 
moments  when  these  great  figures  in  co- 
opeiative  history  flit  between  him  and  the 
hearth.  There  is  still  left  Mr.  Greening, 
w hose  occasional  chats  bridge  over  the  pact. 

For  twenty-five  years  he  edited  "The 
Co-operator,”  which  impregnated  the  people 
of  the  south  with  co-operative  ideas.  He 
became  the  oracle  of  co-cper.ition  in  the 
south.  All  who  had  troubles  found  him  a 
convenient  repository;  and  the  first  instinct 
wa-5  to  " go  and  see  Openshaw."  He  helped 
to  build  up  in  London,  among  the  employees, 
that  “ happy  family  life  ” which  we  hope  his 
recent  effort  in  the  “ News  ” will  restore 
throughout  the  movement.  His  directors 
found  him  a source  of  help  and  encourage- 
ment, and  to  him  they  rarely  failed  to  have 
recourse  when  anxieties  beset  them.  The 
most  youthful  employee  found  him  a friend. 
To  his  staff  lie  has  never  been  i "boss” 
bent  on  making  people  do  things ; he  has 
been  a “chief”  whom  they  delighted  to 
follow  and  whose  wishes  they  delighted  to 
anticipate. 

A Congress  Personage. 

He  made  friends  of  all  co-operators  who 
had  business  dealings  with  the  Wholesale, 
advising  them  upon  business  problems  and 
keeping  them  right  in  ethical  ideas  of  v h it 
co-operation  should  stand  fcr.  So  highly 
popular  had  he  become  that  when  he  com- 
pleted twenty-five  years  of  service  in  Hie 
movement  his  colleague's  of  the  staff  pre- 
sented him  with  a gold  watch  and  chain;  end 
the  societies  in  the  Ixmdon  district  presented 
him  with  a handsome  tea  and  coffee  service. 
At  Sunderland  Congress  he  was  <cm- 
mandeered  to  read  a paper  on  "Store 
Management.”  which  proved  of  infinite  ser- 
vice. Later  he  presided  at  one  of  the 
CVy9tal  Palace  festivals.  At  Portsmouth. 
his"  inaugural  address  was  a historic  allocu- 


tion. It  dealt  with  some  of  the  difficulties 
met  with  in  co-operative  trading;  but  it 
recalled  co-operative  ideals;  and  one  sen- 
tence ought  to  be  emblaze  ned  above  the  door 
of  every  committee-room : ” We  are  all 
members  of  one  family,  and  wo  believe  that 
the  purest  and  most  abiding  happiness 
is  that  which  springs  from  effort  made  for 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  others.  There 
is  ream  and  need  fcr  deeper  sympathy  be- 
tween the  rich  end  powerful  societies  and 
the  poorer  and  weaker  ones.”  'leu  ye  ns 
lmve  passed  since  Mr.  Openshaw  spoke  tlie-o 
words  — ten  years  such  ns  civilisation 
hud  never  before  experienced.  Great 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  world’s 
social  conception.  These  words  remain  (me, 
nevertheless,  and  their  author  remains  trim 
to  the  co-operative  idealism  which  they  ex- 
pressed, the  idealism  which  inspired  the 
movement  fifty  years  ago  and  which  should 
still  inspire  it. 

To  have  lived  through  the  tension  of  fifty 
jeans’  anxieties  in  catering  for  the  needs  c.f 
the  people  is  creditable;  to  have  come 
through  the  ordeal  to  widespread  esteem 
and  general  affection  is  a distinction  that 
few  attain. 

The  innate  kindliness  and  genial  geod 
nature  of  Mr.  Openshaw  were  responsible 
for  the  unique  gathering  at  the  enjoyable 
function  which  took  place  at  London 
on  Wednesday  last  week.  Generous 
and  unstinted  tribute  was  paid  to  the 
many  excellent  qualities  which  have  en- 
deared him  to  all  connected  with  the  co- 
operative movement.  The  presence  of  the 
whole  of  the  directors,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Graham,  who  was  ill.  was  i tribute 
in  itself;  whilst  ex-directors  who  had  Jm-1 
experience  of  Iris  courteous  and  gentle- 
manly character  made  a special  journey  to 
London  for  the  occasion.  .Mr.  Hemingway 
was  unable  to  travel  through  indisposition, 
but  all  the  remaining  ex-directors— Messrs. 
T.  Killon,  D.  MInnes,  I,  Mort,  T.  10. 
Sliotton,  and  H.  Elsey — were  present,  along 
with  Mi.  T.  Brodvick  (secretary)  and  Mr. 
T.  Goodwin  (bank  manager),  who  also 

attain  their  jubilee  of  service  with  the 

C.W.S.  this  year.  A number  ol  other 

officials  more  particularly  connected  with 

the  grocery  section  of  the  London  branch 
helped  to  swell  the  gathering,  over  which 
Mr.  G.  Thorpe,  J.P.  (chairman  of  the 
C.W.S.)  presided. 

The  Directors’  Gift. 

To  Mr.  W.  Lander,  one  of  the  oldest  of 
the  present  directors  in  years  of  service,  fell 
tbj  honour  of  making  the  presentation  of  a 
beautiful  and  artistic  example  of  the  book- 
binder’s art  in  the  form  of  an  illuminated 
address  in  album  form,  which  had  been 
prepared  at  the  Longsight  works.  The 
binding  of  Morocco  leather,  decorated  in 
gold,  with  Mr.  Openshaw ’s  monogram  on 
the  front,  formed  an  appropriate  cover  for 
the  beautifully  executed  address,  which 
expressed  in  choice  phrases  the  genuine 
good  feeling  which  the  recipient  had 
aroused  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  his 
employers. 

1 lie  nature  of  the  message  conveyed  to 
Mr.  Openshaw  in  the  address  may  iie 
gauged  by  the  following  passage: — “Few 
men  have  attained  their  jubilee  in  business 
life  ■surrounded  by  so  many  friends  recog- 
nising the  happy  combination  of  com- 
mercial sagacity  and  personal  sympathy 
which  have  given  you  a unique  place  in  our 
movement.  Prior  to  your  transfer  to  the 
Metropolis,  in  1874.  in  connection  with  the 
establishment  of  the  London  branch,  you 
had  spent  two  years  at  the  Manchester 
headquarters  in  happy  association  with 
colleagues  who  were  able  to  watch  with 
pleasure  the  subsequent  advance  of  co- 
operation in  London.  That  the  south  i* 
now  a fruitful  co-operative  land  is  a tribute 
to  your  watchful,  guiding,  helping,  and 
encouraging  influence  during  all  these 
years.  Your  life  has  been  lived  in  and  for 
co-operation.” 

Following  the  loyal  toast,  Mr.  Thorpe 
explained  that  the  object  of  the  gathering 
was  to  do  honour  to  one  of  their  most 
respected  official*. 

In  making  the  presentation.  Mr.  Lander 
remarked  that  the  completion  of  fifty  years’ 
service  with  one  firm  wa«  a unique  event, 
and  an  achievement  to  he  proud  of.  He 
voiced  the  high  regard  that  the  directors 
entertained  for  Mr.  Openshaw.  and  ex- 
pressed the  sincere  wish  that  lie  and  his 
good  lady,  who  was  present  at  the  cere- 
mony, would  be  spared  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Openshaw  gratefully  acknowledged 
the  generous  praise  expressed  and  the 
handsome  gift.  He  proceeded  to  speak  of 
Iris  early  days  in  the  C.W.S.  service  at 
Manchester  and  later  at  London,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  opportunities  afforded 
during  the  many  year>,  he  had  been  in  the 
Metropolis,  of  personal  association  ' and 
friendship  with  many  of  the  early  pioneers. 
He  was  particularly  proud  that  during  the 
whole  of  his  long  business  experience  his 
relations  with  the  individual  members  of 
the  board  (past  and  present)  had  been  of 
a pleasant  character,  as  had  also  hi*  asso- 
ciations with  Iris  fellow-workers. 

Mrs.  Openshaw  also  expressed  her  grati- 
tude for  the  honour  conferred  on  her 
husband  and  herself. 

Messrs.  Wilkins,  Youngs,  and  Coley 
(directors)  spoke  appreciatively  of  Mr. 
Openshaw's  many  good  qualities  ; whilst 
ilessrs.  Killon  and  Elsey.  on  behalf  of  the 
retired  directors,  added  their  quolq  to  tho 
meed  of  praise.  ‘ 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 

HUNGARY’S  BIGGEST  SOCIETY. 

THE  ACTIVITY  OF  THE  " MANGY  A”-  THE  ANT. 


The  past  year  having  been  the  most 
trying  economically,  and  the  financial  crisis 
having  still  been  augmented  by  the  quick 
but  temporary  rise  of  the  Hungarian  ex- 
change, the  sales  of  the  “ Hangya  ” Society 

the  greatest  co-operative  institution  in 

the  late  partner  country  with  Austria — 
have  increased  by  more  than  500  million 
crowns,  as  against  the  previous  year  s 
amount  of  1,800,000,000  Hungarian  crowns. 
The  continually  increasing  need  of  credit 
and  the  constant  advance  of  prices  have 
brought  about  the  necessity  of  augmenting 
the  working  capital.  The  “ Hangya  ” — or 
"The  Ant,”  as  the  phrase  means  in 
English — has  succeeded  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  moment  partly  by  payments 
in  advance  'for  its  goods,  and  partly  by 
raising  its  capital. 

In  order  to  strengthen  the  control  of  the 
co-operative  societies  associated  with  the 
“ Hangya,”  the  number  of  the  control- 
areas  was  augmented  to  50,  with  120 
controllers. 

The  development  of  the  " Hangya  ” on 
a larger  scale  has  meant  new  warehouses 
and  stores  being  built,  as  for  instance,  a 
central  storehouse,  which  is  erected  on 
8,000  square  metres. 

The  "Hangya”  Society  has  established, 
together  with  the  Central  Co-operative 
Society  of  Credit,  a.  co-operative  hospital 
in  Budapest,  which,  owing  to  its  highly 
modern  and  complete  establishment  and 
excellent  management,  comes  up  to  the 
most  up-to-date  requirements. 

-Amongst  the  co-operative  societies  affi- 
liated to  the  " Hangya  ” Union  there  are 
50  industrial  workmen’s  societies,  nearly 
all  the  others  being  farmers. 

In  the  year  1921,  193  new  societies  were 
founded  and  admitted'  to  the  union  of  the 
" Hangya,”  so  that  there  are  to-day, 
within  the  frontiers  of  mutilated  Hungary, 
divided  into  11  province  branches,  1,945 
" Hangya  ” societies  supplying  900,000 
members,  so  that  the  number  of  consumers 
thus  supplied  amounts  to  over  four  millions. 
The  total  number  of  inhabitants  of  Hungary 
is  now  about  7,000,000  people. 

The  value  of  goods  sold  by  the  “ Hangya  ” 
co-operative  societies  in  1921  amounted  to 
about  three  milliard  crowns,  and  of  this 
amount  the  "Hangya”  Wholesale  sup- 
plied goods  to  the  value  of  1,890,000,000 
crowns,  and  realised  a gross  profit  of 

450.000. 000  crowns. 

The  “ Hangya  Industrial  ” Co.  Ltd., 
comprising  soap,  chemical,  rope,  match, 
liqueur,  cutlery,  and  brush  and  broom 
factories,  had  a turnover  in  goods  of  the 
value  of  200,000,000  crowns,  as  against 

40.000. 000  of  last  year.  The  share  capital 
of  this  company  amounts  to  90,000,000 
crowns,  and  the  reserve  fund  to  40,000,000 
crowns. 

The  “ Hangya,”  conjointly  with  the 
Central  Co-operative  Society  of  Credit,  has 
established  the  " Futura  ” Co-operative 
Unions  Trading  Co.  Ltd.  This  company 
has  been  promoted  to  collect  the  agricul- 
tural products  and  raw  materials  with  the 
aid  of  the  co-operative  societies,  and  to 
place  the  products  thus  collected  at  the 


A PRESENT  TO  THE  POPE. 

The  Christian  Socialist  societies  associated 
with  the  Itulian  Confederation  of  Co-opera- 
tives are  proposing  to  make  a gift  to  His 
Holiness  Pope  Pius  XI.,  and  to  this  end  the 
first  list  of  subscriptions  shows  a total  of 
over  4,000  lire. 

IN  GERMAN  COMMERCIAL  ACADEMY. 

The  subject  of  Co-operation  is  being  taken 
up  eagerly  at  the  Commercial  Academy  of 
Xurnberg,  a training  school  in  Co-operation 
isjto  be  a feature  here  during  the  coming 
summer.  The  management  of  the  Niirn- 
berg  'Co-operative  Society  enable  their 
officials  to  enjoy  the  benefits  offered  by  the 
payment  of  the  fees. 

A NEW  ZEALAND  BIRTHDAY. 

Congratulations  to  one  of  our  youngest 
contemporaries,  "The  New  Zealand  Co- 
operator.”  on  its  first  birthday  and  its  well- 
maintained  brightness  and  buoyancy.  Its 
first  year  has  been  one  of  continuous  push 
and  cheerfulness,  which  greatly  enhances 
its  value  as  the  organ  for  “ the  fuxtherance 
of  eo-cperntive  principles  and  practice  ” in 
the  Southern  Dominion.  " Our  labour  has 
leen  a labour  of  love,”  says  the  editor -- 
l.ence  the  best.  The  inspiration  of  Roch- 
dale is  behind  it  all.  Long  may  it  flourish! 


disposal  of  the  home  market  or  to  export 
them,  getting  from  foreign  markets  other 
necessary  goods  in  exchange.  The 
"Futura  ” has  19  branches  in  the  country, 
and  has  also  promoted  representations 
abroad.  Its  original  capital  amounts  to 
26,000,000  crowns,  which  is  to  be  raised 
now  to  50,000,000  crowns. 

The  "Hangya”  also  has  extended  its 
beneficial  activity  to  the  population  of  the 
capital  by  tb©  "Haztartus”  Co-operative 
Society,  which,  through  its  56  shops,  is 
supplying  20  per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Budapest  with  all  kinds  of  merchandise. 
Tile  original  capital  was  5,000,000  crowns, 
and  the  turnover  in  1921  was  306,000,000 
crowns,  whilst  the  number  of  members 
was  40,000. 

Other  new  creations  of  this  kind  are  the 
“ Pannonia  ” Co-operative  Society,  supply- 
ing especially  the  Christian  social  work- 
men’s class,  and  the  " Keve  ” Co-operative 
Society. 


WORKERS’  INSURANCE. 

POPULAR  IN  EUROPE, 

" La  Prevoyance  Sociale,”  the  great 
Belgian  Co-operative  Insurance  Society, 
with  tlie  aid  of  the  Belgian  Labour  Party 
and  the  Trade  Unions,  is  making  a big 
effort  to  insure  the  lives  of  all  the  workers 
of  the  Kingdom.  The  remarkable  success 
already  achieved  by  this  co-operative 
enterprise  is  shown  in  its  report  of  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1921.  On  that  date  it  had  insured 
the  lives  of  131.337  workers,  besides  pro- 
tecting 73,361  homes  with  fire  insurance, 
and  providing  accident  insurance  policies 
as  well.  The  resources  of  La  Prevoyance 
Sociale  exceed  60,000,000  francs,  with  a 
cash  balance  of  2,500,000  francs  in  the 
Treasury. 

Co-operative  life  insurance,  like  co-opera- 
tive banking,  exists  all  over  Europe.  The 
Swiss,  the  Danes,  the  Finns,  and  the 
Germans  show  what  can  be  done  when  the 
workers  unite  co-operatively  to  secure  life 
insurance  at  cost.  The  Danish  Insurance 
Society,  “ Tryg,”  is  now  doing  a business 
on  which  the  premiums  alone  exceed 
4,000,000  kroner  a year,  while  the  Danish 
Dairies  and  Agricultural  Accident  Insur- 
ance Society  writes  policies  at  cost  for  the 
farmers,  with  annual  premiums  of  over 
2,250,000  kroner. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


HOLYOAKE'S  LIFE 

AND  WORK. 

A BORN  PROPAGANDIST. 

Fourteen  years  ago  Mr.  Joseph  MC.iko 
published  a rather  large  work  entitled 
" The  Life  and  Letters  of  George  Jacob 
Holyoake.”  That  book  is  now  out  of  print 
and  Messrs.  Watts  have  acted  wisely  m 
asking  the  author  to  prepare  a summary  of 
his  larger  work  for  publication  as  one  of 
their  new  series  of  “ Like  Stories  op 
Famous  Men.”*  That  series  already  in- 
cluded admirable  short  biographies  of  Hux- 
ley,  Brndlaugh,  Darwin,  and  Robert  Owen 
and  it  is  fitting  that  it  should  include  n 
biography  of  Holyoake  also. 

In  his  present  work,  which  ruus  to  120 
pages,  Mr.  M‘Cabe  presents  a faithful  por- 
trait of  one  who  was  long  “ The  Father  of 
Co-operation.”  It  is  a fascinating  story. 
Holyoake  touched  life  at  many  points.  For 
half-a-century  he  knew'  almost  everyone  in 
public  life  who  was  worth  knowing,  nud 
his  personal  history  is  bound  up  with  the 
history  of  every  reform  movement  in 
Britain  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria. 
A determined  fighter,  he  fought  strenuously 
in  every  battle  waged  in  his  day  for  social, 
political,  and  intellectual  freedom,  and  the 
lyorkers  of  to-day  owe  more  to  him  than 
many  know  or  even  suspect. 

Mr.  M'Cabe’ s brightly-written  pages 
throw  much  light  on  Holyonke’s  mental 
history.  At  first  a teacher  in  a Baptist 
Sunday  School,  Holyoake  afterwards  be- 
came a Secularist  preacher  and  a social  mis- 
sionary who  suffered  imprisonment  for 
"blasphemy.”  Once  a Chartist,  he  later 
appeared  in  Birmingham  as  an  " Indepen- 
dent Labour  Candidate”  for  Parliament. 
In  1869  he  was  a member  of  the  Labour 
Representation  League,  and.  after  being  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Nutional  Liberal 
Club  for  many  years,  he  died  in  1906  rejoic- 
ing because  the  Liberal  Party  was  again  in 
power.  And  although  he  was  a disciple  of 
Robert  Owen,  he  was  also  the  historian  of 
the  Rochdale  Pioneers,  who,  by  spreading 
knowledge  of  their  trading  methods,  did 
more  than  any  other  writer  to  ensure  tho 
supremacy  of  that  form  of  co-operation 
which  Owen’s  chief  adherents  denounced  ns 
unco-operative ! 

As  Mr.  M'Cabe  clearly  shows,  Holyunko 
was  not  a teacher  who  laboured  to  create  a 
body  of  systematic  thought.  He  was  a 
born  propagandist,  whose  witty  tongue  and 
nimble  pen  were  always  spreading  new  in- 
formation. Sometimes  his  eagerness  to  rush 
into  print  did  his  own  cause  harm-,  as  when 
he  published  an  alarming  account  of  tho 
Queenwood  community.  At  other  times  his 
sprightly  speech  and  writing  were  invalu- 
able, as  in  the  campaign  for  an  un taxed 
press,  for  untaxed  travelling,  and  for  ballot 
voting.  As  many  co-operutors  know,  no 
man  did  more  than  Holyoake  to  spread 
co-operative  ideas. 

A clever  journalist,  he  early  saw  " a 
story  ” in  the  efforts  of  Rochdale  weavers  io 
achieve  independence  by  retailing  sugar  and 
oatmeal,  and  his  imagination  made  Toad-laiiO 
romantic.  Seeking  more  important  ends  than 
historical  accuracy,  Holj*oake  made  th« 
Pioneers  famous  the  world  over.  Nay,  ho 
found  Rochdale  a store,  and  left  it  a shrine, 
making  it  a co-operative  Mecca  to  which  tho 
thoughts  of  all  co-operative  pilgrims  tinned 
— much  to  tho  surprise  of  the  surviving 
Pioneers ! 

Holyoake  realised,  more  fully  than  many 
living  co-operators,  that  in  the  modern 
world  the  press  is  the  principal  means  of 
spreading  new  ideas.  In  a score  of  short- 
lived journals  he  preached  co-operation  as  a 
social  gospel,  and  he  was  ever  a foremost 
advocate  and  champion  of  the  “ Co-opera- 
tive News,”  because  he  knew  that  a move- 
ment without  a press  is  like  a man  without 
a tongue.  Were  he  living  now  ho  would  still 
be  educating  co-operators  through  the  pre«* 
and  showing  why  a daily  paper  is  a co-opera- 
tive necessity.  Young  men  and  women  who 
read  what  Mr.  M'Cabe  hns  written  will  b® 
inspired  to  work  for  every  progressive  cause 
in  the  spirit  that  enabled  Holyoake  to  over- 
come a thousand  difficulties.  If  only  Jor  tl"s 
reason,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  book.  the 
price  of  which  is  very  reasonable,  will  be 
widely  circulated.  T.  W.  M. 


We  have  received  from  the  C.W 

building  department  an  inter  - mg  and  use- 
ful advertising  novelty,  in  the  form  of  a |<'n 
or  ash  tray.  This  tray  has  been  made  1,1 
the  C.W.S.  works,  and  the  adverti 
displayed  in  gold  on  the  bevel  face,  briefly 
sets  Perth  the  whole  of  the  different  < l.i 
of  work  undertaken  by  the  department  ,n 
its  factories  at  Brougliton-bme,  Manchester* 
and  at  its  packing-f-a.se  works  and  saw  null9* 
Yere-street,  Salford.  The  tray  should  f>rA 
a prominent  and  useful  po-itioii  in  cvcrf 
office.  


How  other  women  are 
solving  the  milk  problem 

THOUSANDS  of  women  have  discovered  an 
unfailing,  abundant  supply  of  pure,  sweet  milk. 

They  have  been  using  Libby’s  Evaporated 
Milk,  getting  it  at  their  grocer’s — and  have  been 
amazed  to  see  how  successfully  this  rich  milk  takes 
the  place  of  ordinary  milk  and  cream  ! 

Many  a British  family  has  found  that  the  creamed 
potatoes  tasted  unusually  rich  made  with  this  new 
milk  ! Or  that  the  coffee  was  better  than  usual,  or 
the  custard  noticeably  richer  and  smoother  ! 

Libby  s Evaporated  Milk  is  so  rich  and  creamy 
itself  that  it  makes  everything  in  which  it  is  used 
more  appetizing. 

Fine , rich  milk  is  selected  by  the  Libby  experts, 
from  famous  dairying  districts.  Then,  from  this 
pure,  rich  milk  more  than  half  the  moisture  is 
evaporated — but  nothing  is  added.  That  is  why, 
to  reduce  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  back  to  the 
consistency  of  ordinary  milk,  you  add  a little  more 
than  an  equal  quantity  of  water. 

For  cooking,  or  wherever  you  want  milk,  dilute 
Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
water.  For  coffee,  or  wherever  you  want  cream,  use 
Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  undiluted. 

For  children,  dilute  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  with 
a little  more  than  an  equal  part  of  boiled  water. 

Let  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  solve  your  milk 
problem  too.  Get  a supply  from  your  grocer  to-day, 
but  be  sure  to  insist  on  the  “ Blue  and  White 
Pyramid  Label." 

Send for  our  free  booklet  “ Finer  Flavoured  Milk  Dishes."  It  is  full 
of  recipes  for  delicious  cream  and  butter  saving  dishes  that  will  please 
the  whole  family. 

Libby,  MFNeill  s.  Libby,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  B),  London,  E.C.  3. 


Let  your  Grocer  be  your  Milkman 

ISCa 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


FROM  PETROGRAD  TO  NOVGOROD. 

IMPOSING  CITIES  AND  EXTENSIVE  CO-OPERATION. 

FURTHER  IMPRESSIONS  BY  H.  J.  MAY. 


Below,  Mr.  H.  J.  May,  secretary  of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance, 
concludes  his  impressions  of  his  recent  visit  to  Russia.  He  gives  useful  infor- 
mation as  to  the  widespread  activities  of  the  Russian  co-operative  movement. 


jfY  impressions  of  Petrograd,  from  the 
co-operative  point  of  view,  were  6iinply  conr 
fi miations  of  those  of  Moscow.  Mr.  Grigo- 
rieff,  the  president  of  the  North-Western 
Section  (Petrograd)  of  Centrosovus,  who 
^plained  the  position  of  the  movement  and 
the  relations  of  its  different  parts,  is  a huge 
olid  vigorous  Russian  of  soma  t>ixt.v-qdd 
winters,  and  is  neither  a nominee  nor  mem- 
ber of  the  Communist  Party.  His  enthu- 
siasm for  co-operation  was  at  least  as  great 
as  his  political  independence  and.  therefore, 
very  valuable  from  the  standpoint  of  our  . 
delegation.  In  reply  to  pointed  questions 
as  to  the  degree  of  freedom  which  Russian 
cooperation  enjoys  under  the  Soviet 
Government,  lie  promptly  replied  that  he 
did  not  understand  the  purport  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  declared  that  the  movement  in 
Russia  has  all  the  independence  it  needs 
and  n groat  deal  more  than  in  any  other 
country. 

The  Moscow  Union  dates  its  freedom  from 
the  Decree  of  April  7tli  last  year,  but 
Grigorieff  stated  that  the  Petrogrnd  Section 
had  full  freedom  before  that  date,  when  lie 
was  president  of  the  provincial  organisation, 
with  non-communists,  counter-revolution- 
aries and  Menshivios  as  his  assistants. 

The  Petrogrnd  Section  is  regarded  as  the 
richest  district  in  Russia — rich  in  furs, 
fisheries,  game,  bristles,  flax,  Av.o.  Before 
the  war  three  niilliion  poods  (3Glbs.  = l pood) 
of  flax  were  exported  annually,  and  it  is  now 
the  hope  of  the  Celitrosoyus  to  restore  this 
export  trade. 

IVe  next  visited  tile  headquarters  of  tire 
Petrogrnd  Union  of  Consumers,  which  is 
practically  a distributive  amalgamation 
responsible  Jor  the  supply  of  necessaries  to 
one  million  consumers  of  the  city  and  sur- 
rounding district.  It  includes  fifteen,  dis- 
tinct local  areas,  each  of  which  is  able  to 
contribute  large  stocks  of  raw  material,  her 
it  must  be  noted  that  this  union  is  able  to 
collect  produce  from  various  parts  of  Russia, 
nnd  also  to  conduct  an  export  trade  in  the 
interests  if  its  members  in  perfect  harmony 
with  Centrosoyus.  There  arc  400  societies 
with,  ns  already  noted,,  one  million  members, 
and  a committee  of  management  of  thirteen 
members,  four  of  whom  are  non-communists. 
These  and  many  other  particulars  we  learned 
during  cur  brief  stay,  and  here  let  me  say 
that  a considerable  amount  of  time  was  given 
in  each  place  to  the  discussion  of  principles, 
constitution,  and  procedure,  with  a view  to 
eliciting  the  whole  truth.  Our  visits  to 
buildings  and  stores  were  rather  in  the 
nature  of  illustrations  and  evidence  of  the 
more  serious  results  of  ouy  discussions. 

Moscow's  Beauties. 

The  Petrograd  Consumers’  Union  has  its 
offices  in  line  buildings  upon  the  hanks  of  the 
Neva,  which,  of  course,  was  frozen  over  and 
afforded  an  abundant  thoroughfare  for 
Rodcst-rians  and  sleighs.  The  city  itself  is 
imposing  with  its  wide  main  street,  and 
excellent  shopping  centre  which,  much  more 
than  Moscow,  showed  signs  of  the  restore - 
tim  of  economic  life.  Generally,  its  build- 
ups and  plan  are,  of  course,  in  marked  con- 
trast to  Moscow's  mediaeval  streets  and 
spires.  A visit  to  the  Winter  Palace  ones 
uioro  confirmed  our  discovery  at  Moscow 
that  the  art  treasures  and  architectural 
beauties  cf  the  city  were  being  carefully 
preserved,  but  used  under  proper  regula- 
tions as  recreations  for  the  community. 

A feature  of  our  visit  to  Petrograd  was 
the  conference  at  SmoLny  of  the  Petrograd 
brand!  of  the  Co-operative  Soviet  which 
jtoppened  to  ba  in  session  on  cur  arrival, 
oinolny  is  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  and 
°?r  journey  in  motor  taxis  over  the  broken 
platfcrm  of  frozen  snow  with  which  the 
streets  were  covered  was  the  most  adven- 
turous journey  of  the  whole  trip.  Fervent 
Were  the  ejaculations  of  the  delegation  when 
ire  arrived  unmutilated  after  hulf-an-hour  of 
Perilous  angles.  About  three  hundred  oo- 
°P©rative  delegates  were  present,  and,  c.v- 
for  the  difference  in  the  headdress  of 
the  delegates,  many  of  whom  remained 
covered,  and  the  inevitable  cigarettes  of 
tuose  not  actively  engaged,  ono  might  have 
cen  assisting  at  a North-Western  Sectional 
“Terence  in  Env^.anl  instead  of  Russia.. 
A visit  to  the  theatre  at  night,  in  the  midst 
: a downfall  of  ©now.  which  to  the  Rus- 
'S  I?°  mor®  tlian  the  proverbial 
Scotch  mist  ” is  to  a Britisher,  gave  one 
i n excellent  idea  of  the  Bolshevists’  ” 
0vo  of  art  and  music,  and  a further  ovi- 
®2P*  ^nt  Soviet  Russia  is  relinquishing 
Ulung  of  her  traditional  renown  in  all 
ibmgs  artistic. 

A Wonderful  Organisation. 

d£V‘e*t  visit  was  in  on  entirely  different 
Pl\  t10? — NUm  Novgorod1,  which  was  a 
i*  .®  ot  °ur  own  selection,  chosen  because 

completely  provincial  character,  its 
" t mdus tries  and  reputed  independence 


in  matters  co-operative.  It  proved  to  be  all 
that  wo  laid  anticipated.  We  commenced 
our  round  of  visits  by  entrusting  ourselves 
to  the  care  of  the  Russian  sleigh-fd  rivers, 
with  their  fleet  and  sure-footed  horses, 
lined  up  at  the  station  t,o  meet  us.  anil  after 
no  less  tlian  four  crossings  of  the  frozen 
Volga,  and  trips  up  hill  and  down  dale  in 
search  of  co-operative  object-lessons,  we 
came  to  two  conclusions- -first,  that  the  co- 
operative movement  in  Russia  was  a mere 
wonderful  organisation  than  we  bad  till  then 
discovered,  and  second,  that  motor  cars  were 
commonplace  and  uninteresting  means  of 
mechanical  transport  beside  which  the  Rus- 
sian horse  and  sleigh  was  a thing  of  beauty 
and  a jo-y  for  ever! 

The  docks  . and  workshops  at  Nijni,  with 
the  barge-building  for  the  water  transport 
of  their  raw  materials,  were  among  the  in- 
cidental examples  of  co-operative  enterprise 
we  enoounteriAl.  There,  as  at  Moscow  and 
Petrograd,  a permanent  exhibition  of  co- 
operative productions,  including  furs,  hides, 
flax,  metal  goods,  cutlery,  carriages,  sleighs, 
and  a host  of  peasant  home  industries, 
demonstrated  alike  the  resource  of  the 
people  and  the  resources  of  the  country,  for 
several  of  their  industries,  cutlery  for 
example,  have  only  been  developed  under 
the  pressure  of  war  conditions  and  in  self- 
defence  against  the  economic  blockade  which 
even  now  does  not  yield  to  the  treatment 
of  the  politicians  and  the  diplomats,  hut 
which  it  is  up  to  us,  co-operators,  to  make 
vield  to  common-sense,  goodwill,  and 
brotherhood. 

Russian  Lace. 

In  another  department  of  home  industry 
ranks  the  Russian  lane,  the  camples  of  which 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  delay  the 
Women’s  Guild  Congress  delegates  lor  at 
least  a day.  Even  the  mere  men  of  the 
delegation  were  drawn  away  with  difficulty, 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  its  display  in 
the  windows  of  our  stores  would  lie  an  in- 
finitely greater  attraction  than  a bargain 
6ale. 

Following  our  custom,  we  left  Nijni  at 
night,  about  10  p.m.,  and  arrived  at  Vladi- 
mir the  next  morning  in  time  to  be  present 
at  the  opening  of  a co-operative  conference, 
the  delegates  to  which  were  largely 
peasants.  The  feature  of  the  conference,  to 
us,  was  the  handing  up,  by  peasant  dele- 
gates, of  two  lists  of  questions  addressed  to 
M.  Poisson  and  myself,  on  the  economic 
conditions  of  the  workers,  and  kindred 
points,  in  our  respective  countries.  Each 
list,  however,  contained  one  question  alike, 
viz. : What  is  your  opinion  of  the  possi- 
bilities eff  the  Genoa  Conference?  A re- 
markable evidegee  of  the  living  interest  off 
the  people  in  world-economies,  anil  their 
importance  to  Russia. 

In  Primitive  Conditions. 

In  the  afternoon  we  were  taken  out  to  a 
little  village  of  1,400  inhabitants,  some  ten 
miles  away,  to  see  the  Work  of  co-operation 
under  more  or  less  primitive  conditions.  It 
was  one  of  the  oldest  villages  in  Russia  with 
a prominent  place  in  Russian  life  before  the 
Romanoffs  began  to  rule  over  Russia.  We 
made  the  journey  on  sleighs  over  an  almost 
trackless  waste  of  snow,  through  open 
country,  and  readied  the  little  co-operative 
farmhouse  as  the  sun  was  beginning  to  set. 
Space,  and  the  inexorable  editor,  forbid 
details  on  this  and  a hundred  points.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say  that  we  saw  the  seed  and  the 
harvest,  but  the  interval  between — the  hind 
— was  too  deeply  covered  in  snow  to  leave 
us  anything  but  imagination  for  the  inter- 
vening process.  We  visited  the  store  and 
the  schools  of  the  children,  the  home  for  the 
orphans  and  babies,  and,  finally,  we  were 
ushered  'into  the  cottage  of  one  of  the 
peanuts,  a war  widow,  who,  with  her  eight 
children,  are  being  supported  by  the  com- 
munity. Away  in  this  quiet  retreat  educa- 
tion influences  were  felt  and,  incidentally, 
an  emphntic  answer  was  given  to  the  ques- 
tion so  often  posed  to  me  at  home : “ Do  the 
Russian  people  freely  accept  the  Soviet 
Government?”  The  answer  was  to  he  found 
in  the  village  of  Bogoluboro  (the  village  of 
the  Love  of  God)  in  the  fact  that  the  even- 
ing we  were  there  a lecture  was  announced 
in  the  village  hall  on:  1 ‘ Is  there  a possible 
menace  for  Soviet  Russia  in  the  Genoa 
Conference?” 

My  space  is  ended,  but  iny  story  is  far 
from  complete.  Sonie  day,  perhaps,  I may 
give  some  more  “impressions”  of  our  in- 
spiring tour,  and  some  more  concrete  state- 
ment of  our  conclusions.  For  the  moment, 
I leave  these  fragments  of  the  story  to  speak 
for  themselves,  confident  that- to  the  wise 
they  open  up  vistas  of  a future  fer  Soviet 
Russia,  and  especially  for  international  co- 
operation wliioli  the  old  bad  regime  could  not 
have  produced  in  a hundred  years. 


ILKESTON  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 

Have  leased  the  Recreation  and  Pleasure  Ground, 
known  os  the  “ BeauU-  Spot,”  “ Kirk  Hal  Lam  ~ (one 


Boating,  Aerial  Railway.  Miniature  Railway.  Ideal 
cooperative  rendezvous. — For  terms,  apply.  Secretary, 
Educational  Department. 


ADJUSTING  THE  BALANCE. 

INTERESTS  OF  SHAREHOLDERS,  CONSUMERS,  AND  EMPLOYEES 

Our  post-bag  continues  to  be  well  filled.  Below  we  give  more  of  the  letters 
dealing  with  the  subjects  raised  by  Mr.  W.  Openshaw  and  Mr.  J.  Jagger  in 
recent  articles.  Everybody  seems  to  be  agreed  that  the  relationship  between 
society  and  employees  is  not  what  it  ought  to  be  in  a movement  like  tho  co- 
operative, but  apparently  everybody  is  not  agreed  on  the  remedy.  One  corre- 
spondent this  week  suggests  joint  control,  and  another  expresses  the  view  that 
committees  are  doing  their  best  to  reconcile  the  interests  of  consumer,  share- 
holder, and  employee. 


THE  COMMITTEEMAN'S  JOB. 


Not  everybody  realises  the  peculiar  position 
in  which  the  committeeman  is  placed. 
“ Demos  ” tries  to  explain  this.  He  is  an  old 
reader  of  the  “ News,”  and  a committeeman. 
“ The  movement,”  he  says,  “ has  drifted  too 
much  into  the  realm  of  idealism  ; it  has  paid 
too  little  attention  to  the  practical  and  eco- 
nomic side  of  the  question.  I am  convinced 
that  many  committeemen  don’t  know  any- 
thing about  the  inner  workings  of  a co-opera- 
tive society ; t-h&t  is,  how  the  gross  profit  is 
worked  out  on  the  balance  sheet,  how  it  effects 
the  disposal  of  profit,  &c.  The  majority  are 
trade  unionists.  They  wish  to  be  generous  to 
the  employees.  As  a rule,  they  arc  over- 
weighted with  sentiment.  The  consumer,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  continually  bombarded  with 
such  questions  as  the  following : How  is  it 
yeur  goods  at  the  store  are  dearer  than  at 
other  shops  ? Sometimes  it  is  true,  other 
times  it  is  not  true.  The  committeeman  holds 
a balancing  position  among  different  interests. 
There  are  the  shareholders,  the  employees,  and 
the  consumers.  The  employees  have  pressed 
their  claims  beyond  wliat  the  economic  side 
of  the  movement  can  afford.  We  must  con- 
sider the  competition  of  private  interests  with 
unlimited  capital,  and  directed  by  the  best 
business  brains  in  the  country.  The  idealists 
have  led  the  employee  to  believe  in  ideal 
wages,  short  hours,  pay  for  holidays,  sickness, 
&c.  It  Is  immaterial  what  wages  he  gets  if 
he  earns  them.  The  idealists  have  made  dis- 
cipline more  difficult  in  the  shops,  they  have 
damped  energy,  and  the  employee  is  less 
strenuous,  ana  thinks  he  occupies  a privileged 
position.  As  a worker  myself  in  a cotton  mill 
for  nearly  thirty  years  and  on  the  land  for 
fifteen  years,  under  private  employers,  I think 
the  co-operative  employee  is  very  generously 
treated  on  the  whole.  When  a skilled  agri- 
cultural labourer,  with  20  per  cent,  less  wages, 
sees  a co-operative  employee,  do  an  unskilled 
job  needing  no  training,  and  go  dressed  up,  he 
desires  a similar  position.” 

PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE. 

“ Fair  play,”  who  hails  from  Cheshire, 
deals  with  the  wages  question,  and  parti- 
cularly with  reductions  still  in  prospect. 
In  that  connection  he  says : — 

Most  decidedly  we  need  reductions  in 
this  direction,  but  I think  the  Hours  and 
Wages  Boards  are  paying  too  much  atten- 
tion to  our  section  and  apparently  over- 
looking the  official  who  is  still  an  employee 
or  servant  of  the  society.  This  section  is 
the  highest  paid,  but  have  only  suffered 
one  reduction  of  7 4 per  cent.,  and  what  is 
that  to  those  drawing  from  £6  upwards 
whilst  the  majority  of  our  members  have 
had  huge  reductions.  It  is  to  be  hoped 


that  the  Hours  and  Wages  Beards  will 
bear  in  mind  the  few  remarks  delegates 
made  at  the  O.W.S.  quarterly  meeting 
respecting  directors’  salaries,  and  also 
what  was  disclosed  at  the  recent  conference 
of  the  Shop  Assistants'  Union  respecting 
co-operative  societies.  I am  afraid  we  are 
gradually  departing  from  the  principle 
laid  down  by  the  old  Rochdale  Pioneers. 


JOINT  CONTROL  SUGGESTED. 

A correspondent,  who  signs  himself 
“ Zwohydwst,”  is  connected  with  the  dis- 
tributive side  of  tile  movement,  and  his 
experience  is  confined  to  South  Wales  and 
Monmouth.  He  summarises  the  reasons 
for  misunderstanding  between  committees 
and  employees  as  follows : — 

1.  The  management  of  the  societies  in 
this  district  is  mostly  carried  on  by  a very 
small  number  of  the  members.  Hence  the 
choice  of  committee-men  is  limited  to  tho 
friends  of  this  comparatively  small  propor- 
tion of  the  membership. 

2.  This  small  number  is  again  divided  up 
into  hostile  camps  according  to  the  various 
religious  denominations  and  clubs  to  wliidi 
these  people  belong. 

These  two  reasons  are  sufficient  to  show 
that  we  do  not  get  the  best  men  and  women 
available. 

3.  The  actions  of  unscrupulous  em- 
ployees. I do  not  suggest  that  all  the  em- 
ployees are  good  or  all  bad,  but  just  to  say 
that  there  are,  as  in  everything  else,  good 
and  bad. 

The  committees  I’ve  just  described 
have  not  the  necessary  ability  to  spot  tho 
bad  ones,  and  consequently  they  jump  to 
the  conclusion  that  all  their  employees 
are  tarred  with  the  same  brush. 

4.  Getting  strangers  to  the  district  to 
fill  all  the  best  and  most  responsible  jobs  in 
the  society  is  their  way  of  punishing  their 
bad  employees.  They  forget  that  they  are 
doing  the  worst  possible  service  to  their 
societies  when  tney  penalise  all  for  the 
misdoings  of  a few.  Committee-men  are 
sometimes  so  ignorant  of  the  business  and 
of  the  elementary  idea  of  education  nnd 
efficiency  that  they  often  appoint  “ duds  ” 
to  responsible  posts,  and  you  have  then 
the  spectacle  of  seeing  efficient  men 
bossed  by  “ duffers.” 

5.  Only  officials  (secretary  and-  manager 
and  heads  of  departments)  hoing  allowed 
to  give  their  version  of  matters  pertaining 
to  the  business  of  the  society,  &c. 

This  is  a fatal  error  of  co-operative  com- 
mittees, and  can  only  be  wiped  out  by  joint 
control,  viz.,  employees  he  allowed  to  sit 
as  committeemen  and  directly  represent 
the  employees.  I could  give  many  cases 
of  deliberate  victimisation  due  to  tlie  com- 
mittees only  getting  the  official  version  of 
matters. 


THE  DEPUTATION  TO 
RUSSIA. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir— May  I oall  the  attention  of  your 
readers,  through  your  kind  mediatorsliip,  to 
the  article  by  Dr.  Winter,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent Czech  co-operators,  who  recently  visited 
Russia.  His  article  was  published  by  the 
Social-Democratic  paper,  “ Pravo  Liau, 
edited  in  Prague.  . . - 

In  the  course  of  the  article  Dr.  \A  inter 
says : — , . 

We  have  not  found  anything  in  Russia 
what  we  have  not  heard  of  while  m 
Western  Europe.  It  might  be  said  that 
the  Western  Europe  is  well  informed  ot 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Russia.  . . • l**e 
present  Russian  situation  can  be  dehned 
best  of  all  bv  the  words  of  a Moscow  co- 
operator,  “the  melting  of  revolution. 
Alas ' this  metaphor  is  not  to  be  inter- 
preted too  widelv.  because  this  melting 
will  not  result  in  the  spring  of  a new, 
better  life,  but  in  a dirty. swamp  of  capi- 
talistic egotism  and  speculation.  Ihe 
tragedv  of  modern  Russia  is  that  her  pre- 
sent regime,  which  is  utterly  absurd  from 
the  economic  and  social  point  of  view,  will 
be  inevitably  replaced  by  a regime  of  social 
reaction. 

As  Dr.  Winter,  who  accompanied  tlie  in- 
ternational co-operative  delegation  to  Russia 
as  an  independent  interpreter,  presses 
good  knowledge  of  Russia  and  the  Russian 
language,  his  views  on  the  situation  are  of 
far  greater  importance  than  of  those  per- 
sons who  are  not  so  qualified. 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  tlie  praises  of 
Soviet  regime,  which  Mr.  Henry  May  has 
been  pouring  out  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News,”  are  not  justified  by  other  members 
of  the  delegation.  ..... 

Ag  a Russian  co-operator  I think  it  is  my 
duty  to  warn  yonr  readers  that  not  every- 
thing that  is  written  by  Mr.  H.  May  is  a 
truo  description  of  tlie  Russian  situation. — 
Yours-  faithfully, 

A Russian  Co-operator. 


The  DIPLOMA  MILK  £425 
PRIZE  COMPETITION  is 
inducing  thousands  of  Co- 
operators  to  give  Diploma 
Milk  a trial — which  is  all 
that  is  required  to  convince 
any  users  of  its  superiority. 
The  Prizes  (£100,  £50,  £25, 
and  250  of  £1  each)  are  for 
the  Best,  Soundest,  and  Most 
Reasons  for  preferring  DI- 
PLOMA MILK  to  allother 
brands, andevery  competitor 
who  complies  with  the  con- 
ditions will  receive  at  least 
an  appreciable  Consolation 
Gift. 


Diploma 

English  Condensed  Milk 

Swells  the  Dividend  Fund) 


Insist  on  your  Store  supplying  you  with 

DIPLOMA  MILK  and  the  DIPLOMA 

Competition  Pamphlet. 

Wilts  United  Dairies  Ltd.,  Trowbridge,  Eng. 

Loadm  Depot : 48.  St . Jofca  Street,  SrrutbMd.  E-C.l . 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


BREAD  BAKING 

COMPETITION. 

ANNUAL  EVENT  AT  CARDIFF. 


Tn k sixth  annual  bread  competition  under 
the  auspices  of  the  St.  Marv-street  depot 
(Cardiff)  of  the  CAWS,  attracted  forty-seven 
entries  from  co-operative  societies’  bakeries 
in  the  Soutli  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  area 
on  Thursday,  last  week.  The  competition 
is  open  to  societies  using  Avonmouth  mill's 
flour. 

After  lunch,  Mr.  J.  F.  Janies,  who  pre- 
sided, welcomed  the  buyers  and  competi- 
tors. He  said  that  they  had  all  been  pass- 
ing through  very  difficult  times,  but  there 
were  signs  that  they  had  about  touched  the 
bottom  of  the  depression  in  trade,  and  that 
a gradual  improvement  was  now  coming, 
from  which  both  the  retail  societies  and 
the  C.W.S.  would  benefit. 

Mr.  Parsloe  said  that  last  year  they  had 
to  state  that  the  bread1  sent  in  was  not  up 
to  the  usual  standard,  but  on  this  occasion, 
due  to  the  general  excellence  of  the  bread, 
the  judges  had  had  a very  difficult  task. 
In  the  tin  bread  class,  particularly,  there 
was  very  keen  competition,  as  shown  by 
the  great  number  that  were  highly  com- 
mended on  previous  awards. 

Brown  Bread  a Failure. 

The  brown  bread  class,  he  continued,  was 
not  an  improvement  on  last  year,  and  with 
a few  exceptions  was  a failure.  He  was 
afraid  that  in  so  many  cases  it  was  treated 
as  a side  line,  and  he  suggested  that 
wherever  possible  it  would  be  better  to 
arrange  for  the  same-  man  to  make  the 
brown  bread  every  day,  as  they  would  get 
a better  loaf  in  this  way.  Further,  they 
found  that  80  per  cent,  of  the  brown  sent 
in  had  white  flour  mixed  with  it,  whilst  it 
should  be  made  from  the  flour  as  it  came 
lrom  the  mills.  He  was  pleased  to  see  an 
absence 'of  what  was  looked  upon  as  faked 
bread,  practically  the  whole  of  the  bread 
exhibited  being  what  they  would  class  as 
commercial  bread.  One  difficulty  they 
found  was  that  some  of  the  bread  sent  iii 
"«s  two  days-old,  whilst  some  was  hot  from 
the  oven. 

Mr.  Rqstance,  referring  to  the  brown 
bread,  said  that  the  reason  of  the  failure 
would  be  owing  to  the  temperature  being 
too  high,  as  brown  bread  must  be  kept 
cool.  One  loaf  in  the  “crown  flats’'  had 
been  made  out  of  four  sections,  and  they 
would  notice  that  this  particular  loaf  had  ii 
hole  in  the  centre  big  enough  to  put  a 
duck’s  egg.  Several  loaves  had  been  made 
lrcm  sponge  and  not  straight  dough,  and 
to  those  competitors  lie  would  say,  carry 
on  with  it,  as  it  was  a good  loaf. 

’ Mr.  Hood  said  he  was  pleased  to  come, 
and  judge  Welsh  bread,  as  he  had  worked 
in  Wales  many  years,  and  he  felt  proud  of 
the  bread  sent  in. 


Extensions  at  Avonmouth. 

Mr.  Hoble.v  (manager,  C.W.S.  Avon- 
moulh  mills),  before  stating  the  awards  and 
lire- 3ii ting  the  prizes,  gave  interesting  in- 
formation ns  to  the  progress  made  by  the 
nulls  at  Avonmouth.  He  was  glad  to  say 
they  were  daily  increasing  the  trade.  They 
ha/I  over  the  last  year  increased  the  trade 
lii'in  fifty  sacks  an  hour  to  seventy-five 
sack's.  '1  hey  had,  lie  said,  a new  mill  roof 
now  going  on,  and  before  they  met  again 
there  would  be  another  iniil  working,  to  en- 
nb!.'  them  to  iiu  icnse  to  100  sacks  an  hour. 
J a 1 1 Ainect  ion  with  the  new  mill,  they  were 
build' ng  new  silos,  bringing  the  wheat  in 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  doing  their 
own  discharging,  which  would  place  them 
m a better  position  than  any  mill  in  the 
\W-t  of  England  or  .South  Wales.  Refer- 
rpig  to  the  competition,  lie  said  that  the 
bread  sent  in  was  a credit  to  the  district 
ami  also  to  Avonmouth  mills.  The  general 
cxcel.eiico  cl  the  bread  was  reallv  very  fine, 
and  lie  understood  that  when  the  judges 
came  to  test  it.  they  had  to  look  very 
closely  at  the  Iosif,  because  in  some  cases 
Hk  re  was  only  one  point  between;  and 
vliil' I last  .year  the  honours  had  to  lie  given 
in  tiitu-  colleagues  on  the  other  side  of  the 
‘ l tl"'-  .war  South  Wal.s  tame  first 

I rizes  amounting  to  £46  were  offered  for 
competition  in  the  live  sections,  nnd  the 
judges  had  a difficult  task  in  making  their 
awards.  I he  judges  were  Messrs.  Parsiow 
(head-linker  Reading  Society).  Rost  a ace 
(I  tu-tsca  Island  Society),  and  Hood 
(\  orcvslcr  Society).  The  awards  were  as 
follows  : — 

'J-lb.  'fin  Loaf:  ],  Pontrhvdyfen.  95 

mark';  2,  Cvnimer,  90  marks;  :i.  Penarth. 

• marks ; highly  commended,  Treevnon  88 
marks;  Swansea,  85  marks;  commended 
1 ntyrymmer.  S3  mark';  Miskiu,  81  marks! 
A be:  annul,  SO  marks;  and  Cwrntillerv  M) 
mark  . * 

2-lb.  Cottage  Loaf. — 1,  .Ynvsybwl  and 
Pontypridd.  89;  2.  Cwmtillery,  86 ; J,  Car- 
uitt  82;  highly  commended.  Newport.  81. 

2-lk  Crown  Loaf:  1.  Penarth.  90;  2.  l’on- 
trliydy fen,  89;  3,  Pontypridd.  88;  highly 
commended,  \nysyhwl.  87;  Barry.  87-  com- 
mended. Sw  ansea.  S’. ; CwmtilkrV.  So';  Bar- 
gcv<l.  84  : and  Dow  la  is.  83. 

2-lb  Batch  Loaf:  I.  Pontypridd,  88;  2. 
Pontrhy.lv fen  87;  3.  Cardiff.  84;  highly 
I-TA"", -Ti.led.  Senglieiiydd,  83 ; ccnmiended, 
(w  mi dl m y 5 nysybwl,  and  Bar.v. 

V '.’T1'1  ^ heat  meal  Loaf:  1.  Swansea, 
Aherdare.  88;  3.  Bl.ienavon,  87- 
lughlv  conmiended,  Senghenydd,  S6:’  and 
Unnliaran.  85;  commended.  Pontypridd-  so 

Consolation  prize,  £1.  Seughcnvdii 
SOCK-ty. 

The  first  prize  in  each  section  was  £5- 
setom!  prize,  £3;  and  third  prize.  £’l. 
llu-  bread  was  afterwards  presented  to 
.d  hospital. 


DEVELOPING  AT  HOME. 

KINGS  LYNN  SOCIETY’S  NEW 
CENTRAL  PREMISES. 

CONTRACT  PLACED. 

A very  interesting  announcement  w 
made  at  a concert-meeting  held  a lew  da..  _ 
ago  under  the  auspices  of  the  King's  Lynn 
Society. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Furbank  (president)  said,  in 
spite  of  the  troublous  times  in  which  tliej- 
were  living,  the  trading  of  the  society  was 
greater  in  volume  and  better  than  it  ever 
was  belore  the  war.  In  1910,  just  prior  to 
their  general  manager  coming  among  them 
their  turnover  was  about  £15,000  | 

annum.  Now  it  was  nearly  twelve  times  .... 
much.  ( Applause.)  They  had  enlarged  their 
boundaries,  and  had  strong,  flourishing 
branches  at  Downham,  Hunstanton.  Ter 
rington,  Sutton  Bridge,  and  Gnywood.  For 
a time  they  were  going  to  limit  this  going 
out  of  the  town,  and  were  trying  to  develop 
at  home.  They  had  an  excellent  site  in  Nor- 
folk-street.  and  they  had  placed  the  con- 
tract for  the  first  block  of  buildings  there. 
He  trusted  that  in  twelve  months'  time  they 
would  have  a grand  opening  of  the  ne 
premises. 

Higher  Ideas. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Hodson  (general  manager) 
pointed  out  that  the  committee,  officials,  and 
staff  were  prepared  to  make  it  the  liest 
society  and  give  the  very  best  service  they 
possibly  could.  They  were  well  over  £3.000 
a week  in  sales,  and  when  the  new  buildings 
were  erected  in  Norfolk-street  they  expected 
to  increase  the  sales  to  £5.000  a week. 
(Applause.)  But  while  they  must  do  their 
. best  to  make  the  business  pay,  he  must 
appeal  seriously  to  them  all  to  have  ideas 
that  we  re  higher  than  mere  shopkeeping, 
commercialism,  and  dividend-making. 

The  new  central  premises  are  to  be 
erected  on  a prominent  site  in  Norfolk- 
street.  The  scheme  provides  for  a large 
open  store  of  two  floors,  with  an  area  of 
approximately  120ft.  by  90ft.  Ample  office 
accommodation  is  provided  on  the  first  floor, 
with  access  from  street  or  sales  depart- 
ments, and  provision  is  made  for  a hall  to 
accommodate  about  350  jieople,  with 
separate  entrance  from  the  street. 

Part  of  the  site  is  now  occupied  by  dwell- 
ing-houses, and  only  about  half  of  the  build- 
ing will  bo  proceeded  with  at  present. 

The  main  front,  of  some  120  feet,  will 
consist  of  five  large  bays  of  show  windows, 
with  entrances  to  the  shops  apart  from  those 
to  hall  and  offices,  and  will  be  carried  out 
in  brick  and  stone,  with  tiled  roof  and  bronze 
shop  fronts.  The  work  is  to  be  commenced 
immediately,  and  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to 
open  the  first  portion  for  Christmas  trading 
1 he  building  has  been  designed  by  the  archi- 
tects’ department  of  the  Wholesale  Society. 
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LOSS  TO  CROMER. 

The  Cromer  Society  has  lost  a genuine 
and  active  co-operator  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  A.  J.  Utting,  who  linis  been  secretary 
ol  the  society  since  its  formation  iii  1899 
Tile  large  attendance  at  tin?  funeral  \vas  a 
striking  testimony  to  the  popularity  lie  has 
gained  in  business  and  the'  social  circles  of 
the  town  of  Cromer  and  district.  A de- 
tachment of  the  Cromer  division  of  the  St 
John  Ambulance  Brigade,  of  which  lie 
lias  given  voluntary  service  for  almost 
twenty  years,  acted  as  bearers.  The  follow- 
ing bodies,  with  which  he  was  connected, 
were  also  strongly  represented : —The 
Drmds.  Norfolk  County  Kiotbull  Associa- 
iton  Cromer  Football  Club,  Cromer  Lodge 
R.A.O.B..  and  Cromer  Bowls  Club.  Prac- 
tically the- whole  of  the  staff  and  com- 
mittee of  the  society  were  also  present  ns 
well  as  Mr.  A.  F.  Newman 3 (C.W.S.  audit 
department)  and  Mr.  H.  G Johnson  (man- 
aging secretary,  Fakenham  Sociotv). 

There  were  many  beautiful  floral  tributes 
some  emblematic  of  the  various  bodies  to 
winch  deceased  had  belonged,  also  one 
from  the  C.W.S.  Travellers’  Association. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


Berkhamsted.— ihe  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Progress  Hall,  on  the  4th  iiLst 
Mr.  8.  J.  Mansfield.  J.P.,  presiding  over  a 
fair  number  of  members.  The  report  showed 
sales  for  the  quarter  amounting  to  £14  014 
After  meeting  all  expenses  and  c-liar go*  there 
a surplus  of  £415  13s.  4d.,  allowing  pavnient 
of  a dividend  at  7d.  in  the  pound  and  a 
graut  to  thi?  educational  fund  of  £13  3s 
-Messrs.  Bandy  and  Cook  were  re-elected 
members  of  the  committee  and  Mr  T Collier 
was  appointed  delegate  to  Brighton  Con- 
gress. Fhe  report  of  the  edm-ational  com- 
mittee stated  that  a Children’s  Circle  and 
book-keeping  classes  had  been  held,  also 
lectures  on  poultry-keeping  and  horticulture. 

Cromer. — The  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  on  Saturday,  May  6th.  presided  over 
by  the  chairman  (Mr.  F.  C.  Childs),  and 
supported  by  the  committee  and  Mr.  \Y. 
Hunsell  (C.W.S.  audit  department).  Befoie 
proceeding  with  the  ordinary  business  a 
tribute  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
managing  secretary  (Mr.  A.  J.Ctting).  Iri 
dealing  with  the  balance  sheet,  although 
the  committee’s  report  recommended  a 
small  dividend,  the  members  wisely  decided 
to  carry  the  balance  forward  to  next 
quarter. 


TIME  NOT  RIPE  FOR 

A “DAILY.” 

.NORFOLK  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE 
AT  WYMONDHAM. 

INTERESTING  PRESS  VIEWS. 

A CONFERENCE  of  representatives  of  the 
Norfolk  District.  Association  was  held  in  the 
Fairlatid  Hall,  Wymondham,  on  Saturday, 
“mV  The  su*JJect  ^r  discussion  was 

Ihe  Co-operatire  Press,  with  Special  Refer 
ence  to  a Co-operative  Daily.”  The  chairman 
ot  the  Wymondham  Society  (Mr.  F.  C.  Gooch) 
presided  over  a pood  attendance. 

Mrs.  Pidgeon  (National  Publishing  Society's 
Advisory  Committee)  introduced  the  subject 
by  reading  the  late  Mr.  Bamford’s  paper. 

Mr.  \ates  (district  committee)  asked  what 
would  be  the  cost  of  a daily  newspaper.  The 
leply  was,  at  least  one  million  pounds. 

Mr.  King  (Yarmouth)  said  the  reason  why 
the  " News  ” was  not  in  greater  demand  v 
because  it  was  not  .interesting  enough.  As 
official,  he  read  it  and  then  passed  it  on,  with 
Jhe  other  co-operative  periodicals, 
family,  yet  they  would  not  read  them  with  the 
same  interest,  as  other  papers  purchased  by 
the  household  He  praised  the  " Millgate 
Monthly,  and  said  it  was  the  best  sixpenny 
magazine  on  the  market.  Only  a very  small 
percentage  of  members  of  societies  were  co- 
operators,  therefore  co-operativo  publications 
must  be  produced  on  popular  lines  to  get  any- 
thing like  the  larger  percentage  of  member 
to  lead  them  He  was  entirely  opposed  to 
stalling  a daily  newspaper. 

A Suicidal  Policy. 

Mr.  Tin,, low  (Norwich)  stated  that  it  would 
be  suicidal  to  issue  a daily  paper,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” might 
be  a.  greater  help  to  the  movement  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  wrote  articles  for  publication 
in  other  papers  to  defend  the  movement 
against  the  attacks  made  upon  it. 

Mr.  Pulliam  (sectional  board)  said  they  ought 
not.  and  should  not,  be  ashamed  of  their  press. 
He  suggested  as  a practical  means  of  pushing 
the  (o-operative  News”  that  they  should 
present  members  with  a copy  for  one  month 
fpahutous'y.  At  Ipswich  they  distributed  the 
\\  lieatsheaf  as  a means  of  starting  a junior 
o e stud>’  co-operative  literature. 
Mr.  Bailey  (Lowestoft)  endorsed  the  view  of 
free  distribution.  As  an  employee  of  the 
movement,  he  would  like  to  see'  his  fellow- 
employees  take  a greater  interest  in  the  sale 
ot  the  News. 

Mr  Barrett  (Melton  Constable)  said  lie 
agreed  witlithc  political  views  of  the  - Co-opera- 
tive News  entirely : Tint  as  to  a daily  news- 
paper,  he  did  not  think  the  time  was  'ripe  for 
that..  The  lack  of  advertisement  re 
would  prevent  its  financial  success. 

Mr  Reeve  (district  secretary)  said  he 
thought  an  increased  circulation  'would  solve 
that  problem.  He  quoted  figures  of  sales  of 
tho  Co-operative  News,”  which  ho  thought 
would  stir  some  societies  into  activity.  Already 
there  was  an  improvement  in  the  sales,  due  to 
the  efforts  of  the  Advisory  Committee. 

« 

Raising  the  Tone  of  the  Reader. 

Mr.  Proctor  (King’s  Lynn)  spoke  in  favour 
of  raising  the  tone  of  the  reader,  and  not  lower- 
ing tho  tone  of  the  paper.  He  advocated  the 
P^uct.on  of  a paper  on  the  lines  of  the 
Childrens  Newspaper”  as  a,  means  of 
uiteresting  the  young.  (Mr.  Proctor  'spoke 
with  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  a 
schoolmaster.) 

Mr.  Spencer  (Thetford),  referring  to  the 
outside  press,  said  no  paper  dared  to  publish 
the  workers’  side  without  consulting  the  other 
side.  , 

Mrs.  Copley  (Norwich)  spoke  of  the  qualities 
the  \\  Oman’s  Outlook,”  and  its  successful 
sale  through  the  Women’s  Guild. 

Mr.  Ashby  (district  committee)  was  not  in 
favour  of  a daily  paper  now,  but  hoped  for 
two  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Day  (Yarmouth)  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  ‘ News  ’ was  too  highly  specialised  : 
therefore  it  was  only  read  by  those  specially 
interested  in  co-operation. 

Mr.  Gooch  (chairman)  in  summing-up  the 
discussion,  said  it  was  evident  that  the  con- 
sensus of  opinion  was  against  a daily  paper. 

Mrs.  Pidgeon,  in  renlv,  made  some  sugges- 
mns  to  increase  the  sale  of  present  co-operative 
publications. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 

With  the  alterations  to  the  cafe  belonging 
to  the  Cardiff  Society  at  49  and  51,  Charles- 
street.  Cardiff,  there  is  now  accommodation 
available  for  100  diners  at  a sitting.  The 
cafe  is  largely  patronised  by  delegates  at- 
tending meetings  and  conferences  at  the 
Cardiff  Labour  Hall  and  professional  and 
business  men  engaged  in  its  neighbourhood 
It  not  infrequently  happens  that  a dozen 
prominent  South  Wales  Labour  leaders  are 
present  at  luncheon,  and  the  cafe  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  most  popular  in  Cardiff 
especially  by  members  of  co-operative  socie- 
ties ” in  the  hills.” 


Commencing  two  years  ago  on  a modest 
scale,  the  demand  for  more  accommodation 
was  so  insistent  that  the  Cardiff  Society 
were  compelled  either  to  extend  the  pre- 
mises and  take  in  the  basement  of  ”51  ” 
or  secure  larger  premises.  Th©  work  of 
extension  was  carried  out  by  the  Building 
Guild,  which  has  offices  over  the  cafe. 


A MARKED 

IMPROVEMENT. 

BAKERS  IN  COMPETITION 

AT  BRISTOL. 


The  Avonmouth  annual  bread 
tion  was  held  at  the  C.W.S.  lb 
premises*  on  Tuesday  of  last  week 
judging  by  the  enthusiasm,  this  j,a' 


™<i  (j," 


/■iHii  re- 


ly become  one  of  the  most  interest^' 
events  of  the  year  to  West  ol  l-;llL,i,A 
societies.  b 

Mr.  J.-E.  Johns  occupied  the  (hair 
said  he  was  delighted  to  see  so  many  mu  , 
such  a keen  interest  in  this  conuxtit iorf 
which  was  undoubtedly  of  great  vducatiun.i 
value  to  societies.  He  then  spoke  ot 
rapid  growth  of  Avonmouth  mill  j„  p, 
west  nnd  of  the  developments  still  taking 
place.  It  naturally  follows  that  th,. 
cess  of  Avonmouth  mill  meant  tlm  m,,-.'  '' 
of  co-operative  bakeries. 

Th©  judges— Messrs.  Parsiow  (RemliimJ 
Rostance  (Portsea  Island),  and  H,,,j 
(Worcester)— passed  some  interesting 
ments  on  the  quality  of  the  bread,  and  o ,v ' 
very  valuable  hints  to  those  bakers  who  ii„| 
not  been  successful  in  securing  prizes  ,L 
year. 

I t was  very  pleasing  to  note  that  so  many 
societies  had  given  their  bakers  an  ,mimr 
t unity  of  attending,  as  it  afforded  tln-n, 
every  opportunity  of  comparing  the 
fere i)t  loaves,  and  deciding  m what  nnv  i n,  v 
could  improve  the  quality  of  their"  own 
bread. 

The  most  interesting  moment  of  the  pro- 
ceedings was  when  the  chairman  idled  ..n 
Mr.  Hobley,  as  everybody  knew  In-  had  the 
prizes,  and  they  were  anxiously  waiting  to 
hear  who  were  the  successful  compi  tiioi , 

Mr.  Hobley  thanked  all  soviet  i.  - m tho 
west  for  their  splendid  loyalty  to  Avoniiiomli 
mill,  and  spoke  of  the  marked  iinpiiiveiiiwii 

in  the  general  quality  of  the  bn  .nl  

pared  with  that  sent ‘in  for  the  Iii' t AVim. 

th  competition,  which  clenrlv  showed 
the  value  of  these  competitions  md  the 
great  strides  that  co-operative  bahi.n.  had 
made  in  the  west  since  Avonnn  i:!i  w.i? 
able  to  supply  them  with  all  the 
meats. 

The  Prize-Winners. 

Mr.  Hobley  then  announced  tin  ikcc  -- 
ful  competitors  as  follows:  — 

Class  I (2-lb.  tin  loaf).  1,  RmUnok,  07 
arks;  2,  Wellington,  90;  3,  Bn  ml, 
highly  commended,  Parkstone  and  IJournr 
mouth,  and  Exeter,  81  ; common  l.?d,  ITigu- 
mouth  and  Yeovil,  76. 

Class  2 (2-Ib.  cottage  loaf).  1.  Radstuck, 
83;  2,  Bristol,  82;  3.  Park-K  amj 

Bournemouth,  80;  highly  conunomleil, 
Shepton  Mallet.  76;  commended,  chum  t* r, 
Wellington,  and  Twer  ton,  74. 

Class  3 (2-lb.  crown  loaf).  — 1,  Parkstone 
and  Bournemouth,  93;  2.  Stroud,  IW;  D, 
90;  lughly  cxmnnendecl;  Y«  •>-.  il,  b'J ; 
commended,  Radstock,  84;  and  Tiverton, 
80. 

Class  4 (2-lb.  batch  loaf).— 1,  Radstock. 
88;  2.  Wellington,  86;  3.  Bradford-on-Avon, 
84;  highly  commended,  Stroud  and  Tiverton, 

Class  5 (2-lb.  royal  whentmeal  JonD. — ■ 
Wellington.  90;  2,  Cliippeilliani,  fc'7 ; :l, 
Gloucester,  84 ; highly  coinmendcil,  IL'l- 
stock,  81;  Yeovil,  78;  and  New  Siiintlon, 
com  mended,  Astwood  Bank.  Parkstone 
nd  Bournemouth,  and  Market  Luvirigtun, 

0- . 

Consolation  prize  for  tho  biglu  1 

uinber  of  points  in  all  classes,  where  no 
prize  has  been  awarded  : East  Tiverton. 


CARDIFF  SHOPPING 

WEEK. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PRIZE-WINNERS, 

t?k  from  May 


The  Cardiff  shopping  w 
to  6th  inclusive  was  a huge  bpe/ 


___o_  ...  ular  sue* 
cess.  The  streets  were  crow/h-d  /hub  "ldl 
indow  gazers,  and  thousaiids  of  visitor* 
ere  attracted  to  the  city.  Over  700  simps 
entered  for  the  window  display  coin|>elitu'n\ 
and  the  judges  were  greatly  irnpre-  -•  d " 1,11 
• remarkable  displays  effected.  It  "■IS 
ted  that  tile  efforts  surpassed  anythin)! 
previously  attempted  in  the  kingdom,  alju 
the  promoters,  publicity  < omniittce,  and 
liopkeepers  were  to  be  Jieartdv  < -iiimr.itU' 
ted  upon  the  striking  hucc/  -s  attain'd. 
The  Cardiff  Co-operative  Society  enterq 
tho  bulk  of  their  branches  for  the  com  I*'11' 
tion  with  gratifying  results,  in  tin- 
lection  (suburban  area)  the  City-road  branm 
secured  first  prize  for  the  provision 
dow,  and  was  also  awarded  n special  prlte 
for  the  best  dre.»se/l  window  in  the  ?rf?' 
The  grocery  window  was  also  very  h'pn ) 
ommended.  In  the  outfitting  m/tion 
uburban  area),  the  Albany-read  hranen 
ured  first  prize,  andMalso  tin-  second 
three  special  prizes  for  the  area.  • 
drapery  window  was  very  highly  coinmenu 
for  its  C.W.S.  coi  set  display  at  67.  A if-*'1. ' 
road,  and  the  boot  section  also  ',r"  , 

” v.h.c.”  for  its  ladies'  ehoe-d  nindo"  ■ 
No  61,  Albany-road.  <iiin 

These  results,  achieved  in  a compel' 
with  such  a large  number  of  entri«  ' am* 
markable  for  its  keenness,  originality . 


able  to  the  staff  of  the  society, 
must  also  be  said  for  the  unsn>"~  ■ 
branches,  whose  displays  ran  the  winr 
very  close  indeed.  . ljj 

Undoubtedly  the  shopping  wceR^  . 
brightened  the  ideas  of  the  trade  an 
public,  and  bids  fair  to  become  an  »n 
event. 


nd  rc 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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Edwin  Elliott 


Chapter  XVI. — A Soul  in  Agony. 
After  escorting  Stella  to  the  castle 
],ord  lllingwater  went  straight  to  his  study, 
taking  his  pile  of  letters  with  him.  He 
ff;is  frowning  a good  deal,  and  was  palpably 
not  altogether  pleased  with  himself. 

■ I am  afraid  I bungled  the  affair  some- 
what," lie  muttered.  “ Still  the  game  is 
u-t  to  he  played,  and-  I think  I hold  the 
winning  cards.”  ... 

With  this  he  dropped  into  his  favourite 
(hair  and  commenced  to  read  his  letters. 
None  of  them  concern  us  except  the  last 
one,  which  was  from  the  bishop  of  the  dio- 
Kse.  and  from  which  we  quote  a sentence 

°r-  I am  greatly  indebted  to  you,  my  lord, 
for  vour  kind  solicitude  regarding  Mr.  Car- 
shalton.  He  is  not  the  first  man  whom  we 
have  had  to  protect  from  himself.  Such  men 
as  lie  are  of  the  utmost  value,  and  the 
Church  cannot  afford  to  lose  them. 

"Certain  it  is  that  he  must  have  abso- 
lute rest  from  such  herculean  labours  as 
he  has  undertaken  in  your  parish.  We 
have  therefore  transferred  him  to  a quiet 
living  in  Sussex,  where  his  duties  will  be 
very  light,  as  there  are  practically  no  poor 
in  his  parish.  There  will  be  just  enough 
routine  work  to  keep  him  healthfully  em- 
ployed, and  we  earnestly  hope  that  a year 
or  two's  cessation  from  excessive  labour 
will  restore  him  to  full  health. 

"He  has  been  duly  notified  of  our  deci- 
sion, and  lie  will  leave  F ram  lev  as  soon  as 
can  possibly  be  arranged.  I am  very 
grateful  to  you,  my  dear  Lord  Illing- 
ivuter.  for  bringing  the  case  of  Julius  Car- 
sbnlton  before  my  notice.” 

- ‘‘1  suppose  it  is  all  for  tile  ibest,”  mur- 
mured the  peer  thoughtfully,  as  lie  laid 
the  letter  down,  11  but  I doubt  whether 
Carslialton  will  take  to  the  idea.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  only  pleasure  lie  knows  in 
life  is  that  of  crucifying  the  flesh.  It’s  a 
pity.  He'd  be  a fine  fellow  if  he  were  not  a 
fanatic.  He's  got  brains,  and  'a  tremen- 
dous amount  »pf  energy. 

" If  he'd  gone  in  for  politics  he'd  have 
been  a Cabinet  Minister  by  now.  Cabinet 
Ministers,  as  a rule,  live  to  a ripe  old  age. 
Fanatics  always  die  early  Another  couple 
of  years  down  here  would  certainly  kill 
Carslialton  if  he  were  to  continue  in  the 
course  he  has  chosen  for  himself. 

" Ton  my  word,  unselfishness  becomes  a 
perfect  nuisance.  If  lie  would  only  be  a 
little  bit  human  and  sinful  I should  like 
him  a lot  better.  Yet  stay!  I’ve  a notion 
that  in  one  thing  lie’s  been  just  a little 
hit  too  human.  I feel  sure  that  he  was 
absolutely  ‘ goue  ’ on  Muriel  Attercliffe. 
Poor  fool!  poor  fool!” 

His  lordship's  cogitations  were  cut  short 
by  the  appearance  of  a servant,  who  stated 
that  tile  Rev.  Julius  Carslialton  had  just 
called,  and  would  he  glad  if  Lord  Jlling- 
water  would  grant  him  a brief  interview. 
"Show  him  in  here  at  once.” 

As  the  priest  entered  the  peer  went  for- 
ward and  grasped  liis  hand  with  unaffected 
friendliness. 

"Sit  down  my  dear  fellow,  sit  down,” 
«e  cried,  as  he  forced  his  visitor  into  the 
most  comfortable  lounge  chair  in  the  room. 
“ l have  been  thinking  a great  deal  about 
you  lately,  Carslialton.  I am  anxious, 
rer.v  anxious!  A conviction  lias  been 
timing  over  me  that  you  are  working  your- 
into  a premature  grave.  I can’t  allow 
u to  go  on,  and  that's  a fact.  If  I were  to 

I should  feel  as  if  I were  an  accessory  in  a 
rase  of  deliberate  suicide.” 

l ord  lllingwater  had  spoken  with  greater 
tapulitv  than  usual,  and  with  the  sugges- 
tioa  of  something  like  apology  in  his  voice, 
'°r  to  tell  the  truth  he  felt  not  a little 
•nxious  ns  to  the  spirit  in  which  the  priest 
received  the  order  from  his  spiritual 
tlnef.  in  which  he  had  been  commanded  to 
j^hnquish  the  work  to  which  lie  was  so 
Passionately  devoted,  and  to  leave  the  spot 
'hero  his  whole  affections  were  concen- 

doubt*  '^ie  *1Cer  "aS  n°fc  *n 

Struggling  with  emotion,  Carslialton  at 
gasped  out:  — 

'Mv  lord,  I — I owe  it  all — all  to  you!” 
To  me?  1 don’t  understand.  You  owe 
nothing.  You  will  not  give  me  that 
privilege,” 

“ I regret  to  say.  my  lord,  that  I come 
reproach  you,  not  to  express  my  grati- 
i l,le-  I am  commanded  by  the  bishop  to 
aside  iny  work,  to  take  wliat  he  calls 

II  -10s-k  'Hiich  is  no  rest,  I learn 

. i a * is  in  consequence  of  a eoninmnicH- 

. °,u  be  has  received  from  you  that  he  has 
lia  ■ U it'**S  s^eP-  Lord  lllingwater,  you 
know  ”°ne  'vrouS;  Imw  wrong  you  cannot 

t U;i ' evidently  holding  himself  in  with 

4U  ens*?  effort,  so  that  he  might  not  utter 
toJL  ‘or  which  he  might  afterwards  be 
off.; ; , The  eari  was  not  in  the  least 
He  had  expected  a far  more 

Wssiouate  outburst. 

the  i-f  ,denr  ^Ir-  Carslialton.”  be  said  in 
bislinn  t xSt  ,of  tone<-  “ in  writing  to  the 
1 i P 1 ro°k  the  only  course  open  to  me. 
frqm  v j*°,,ot^er  means  of  saving  you 


••uni 

Y 


0|i  cannot  save  me  from  myself,”  re- 


of'^Tfie  Sffi/ce  of  Deeprfvtiv? 
“fj  Vote e Coin  Romance  "efc. 


turned  the  other  with  some  fierceness.  ‘‘If 
I could  I would  have  saved  myself  from 
myself  long  ago.  I have  tried.  I have 
fought  desperately,  but  I have  failed.  Still 
1 must  not  let  agitation  master  me.  I must  lie 
calm.  I must  be  judicial.  1 have  a problem  to 
solve,  and  little  time  to  solve  it  in.  I must 
reply  to  my  bishop,  and  l must  take  time 
to  consider  my  decision.” 

‘‘Decision,  Carslialton?  Surely  you 
won’t  question  the  bishop’s  authority  m 
the  matter?” 

‘‘Not  for  one  moment.  Obedience  is 
the  first  law  of  the  Church,  and  I should 
be  the  last  to  set  an  example  of  insubor- 
dination. But  I must  know  things  before 
I write.  This  is  Friday.  On  Monday  the 
inquest  reopens.  Can  you  tell  me  if  any 
important  evidence  will  he  offered?” 

Lord  lllingwater  shrugged  shoulders  ■ 
ever  so  slightly,  and  replied  : — 

“ I wouldn’t  worry  myself  too  much 
concerning  that  dreadful  business  if  I were 
you,  Carslialton.  I have  reason  to  believe 
that  on  Monday . evidence  will  be  forth- 
coming which  will  clear  the  air  a great  deal. 

I am  afraid  that  I mustn’t  say  more  than 
that.” 

“ But  my  lord,  you  must.  And  you 
must  pardon  me  if  I put  a plain,  a dread- 
ful question  to  you,  n question  that  refers 
to  those  near  and  dear  to  you — I mean 
your  nephew  and  step-daughter.” 

“ I will  not  affect  to  misunderstand  you, 
Mr.  Carslialton,”  said  the  peer  calmly. 

” I am  quite  aware  of  the  cloud  that  hangs 
over  these  young  peqple,  and  consequently, 
to  some  extent,  over  Ivy  Towers.  I have 
refused,  even  in  my  own  house,  to  recog- 
nise any  foundation  for  such  a shocking 
suspicion  as  that  which  I know  is  abroad. 

I must  decline  to  discuss  it,  even  with 
you. 

‘‘  But  I am  obliged  to  you  for  the  interest 
you  take  in  the  welfare  of  my  young  rela- 
tives. It  is  so  like  you  to  think  of  every- 
one before  you  think  of  yourself. 

“ But  I do  most  earnestly  hope  that  you 
will  think  of  yourself  now,  not  for  the  sake 
of  yourself,  but  for  the  sake  of  your  religion. 
Your  duty  towards  your  Church,  ay,  and  to 
your  God,  demands  that  you  should  not  lay 
down  your  life  while  your  work  remains 
undone.  ’ ’ 

“ My  work?”  echoed  the  priest  with  much 
emotion.  ” My  work  is  here.  How  do  I 
know  that  there  is  work  for  me  elsewhere? 
Sloth  is  not  rest,  especially  for  me.  ltest 
I might  have  had,  but  in  one  way  only.  The 
temptation  was  strong  upon  me,  but  I 
wrestled  and  conquered  because  of  my 
work.  The  welfare  of  hundreds  was  com- 
mitted to  mv  charge.  Why  should  the  sel- 
fish longing  for  refit  keep  me  from  the  path 
of  duty?” 

At  this  palpable  suggestion  of  suicide 
Lord  lllingwater,  cynic  and  man  of  the 
world  as  he  was,  was  pained  beyond  words. 
For  the  moment  he  was  bitterly  angry  with 
Muriel  Attercliffe,  whose  love  for  making 
slaves  of  men  had  always  been  very  patent 
to  him.  And  so,  on  the  impulse  of  the 
moment  he  could  not  avoid  saying:  — 

‘ She  was  not  worth  it,  Carslialton;  she 
was  not  worth  it.” 

Instantly  the  priest’s  face  was  dyed 
purple  red.  , , . 

‘‘Have  a care.  Lord  lllingwater!  lie 
almost  hissed,  while  a sudden  wild  light 
sprang  into  his  eyes. 

“My  dear  fellow,”  said  the  pear  in  his 
kindest  tones,  “ please  forgive  me  it  my 
remark  was  indiscreet.  But,  after  all,  per- 
haps it  was  for  the  best.  It  is  not  well  to 
keep  too  many  secrets,  especially  if  they  are 
not  secrets.  Having  said  what  I nave  it 
would  be  idle  on  my  part  to  affect  ignorance 
of  what  has  brought  about  this  terrible 
change  in  you. 

“ Man  is  but  man,  even  when  lie  is  a 
priest.  Women  hare  always  played,  and  I 
presume  always  will  play,  havoc  with  us 
weak  males.  Nature  lias  ordained  it  so,  and 
we  must  grin  and  bear  it. 

“ Still,  we  must  bring  eommonsense  to 
our  aid.  No  woman  lias  ever  been  worth  the 
sacrifice  she  has  sometimes  claimed  from 
man.  And  you  must  let  me  eay  this. 
M uriel  Attercliffe,  in  spite  of  her  attrac- 
tions, was  less  worthy  of  a man’s  love  than, 
most  of  her  sex.  Her  end  was  shocking 
enough  in  all  conscience.  But -I  begin  to 
lose  my  pity  for  her  when  I see  the  wreck 
she  1ms  made  of  you. 

“ Your  secret  is  no  secret  to  me,  and  pro- 
bable it  is  no  secret  to  many  others.  Do 
not  let  tliis  unfortunate  passion,  for  which 
you  are  not  to  blame,  destroy  you  as  it  seems 
to  be  doing.  I say  again  \x-u  have  nothing 
to  be  ashamed  of.  Fire  will  burn.  Yet 
man  can  be  master  even  of  fire. 

“ I say  again,  she  was  not  worthy  of  you. 
Let  that  be  your  comfort.  Don’t  torment 
yourself  because  you  have  been  sc«-rt  bed  by 
the  flame  of  an  unfortunate  passion.  You 
have  dome  no  wrong.” 

Lord  lllingwater  had  spoken  with  an 
earnestness  quite  uncommon  with  him.  He 
really  liked  and  esteemed  Julius  Carslialton  ; 
and  lie  was  extremely  anxious  to  reuse  him 
from  what  he  believed  to  be  an  unhealthy 
combination  of  poignant  love  and  self- 
abasement. 


While  his  hardship  had  been  speaking,  the 
priest  had  been  sitting  with  his  face  buried 
in  his  hands,  his  form  quivering  from  time 
to  time,  but  otherwise  manifesting  no  sign. 
At  the  end  of  the  speech,  liowever,  he  sprang 
to  his  foet,  his  face  deathly,  but  with  eyes 
glowing  with  fever. 

“ Done  no  wrong?”  lie  echoed  wildly. 
" You  know  not  what  you  are  saving.  Aou 
tell  me  that  my  secret  is  no  secret.  What 
is  that  to  me  now?  I am  a vessel  adrift  in 
n storm,  a helpless  barque  whose  helm  has 
been  torn  away. 

“ I know  not  whither  I am  going.  You, 
my  lord,  in  your  foolish  haste  to  serve  me 
have  done  this  thing.  My  work  would,  at 
least,  have  kept  my  course  fer  me.  Xi.-w 
there  is  no  haven,  no  port- for  the  poor  craft 
that  is  fast  breaking  up.  Oh,  iny  God!  my 
God !” 

Here  he  dropped  heavily  on  to  his  chair 
again,  sobbing  in  sheer  agony. 

Lord  lllingwater  was  absolutely  non- 
plussed and  very  much  distressed.  He  was 
extremely  sorry  for  Carslialton,  and  would 
have  been  really  glad  to  help  him  in  ary 
way.  Still,  there  was  a good  deal  of  im- 
patience mixed  with  his  sympathy.  Making 
all  the  allowance  he  could  for  the  poor 
fellow,  lie  could  net  help  feeling  that  there 
was  something  not  quite  manly  in  this  wild 
abandon. 

But  what  to  do  or  say  lie  knew  riot.  He 
had  done  his  best,  and  had  only  made  bad 
worse.  So  he  bit  his  Lip,  and  stoud  still 
with  knitted  brows. 

Carshalton’s  paroxysm  was  soon  over. 
Suddenly  lie  sat  up  straight  with  Ins  elbows 
pressed  tightly  to  his  sides,  and  with  his 
teeth  clenched.  Another  moment  lie  rose  to 
iiis  feet,  as  rigid  as  steel,  and  apparently  as 
cold  as  marble. 

“ I beg  your  pardon,  my  lord,”  be  said  in 
hard,  unnatural  tones.  “ I have  returned 
evil  for  good,  and  I have  no  excuse  to  make. 
But  I do  not  think  I shall  exhibit  my  weak- 
ness again.  I thank  you  for  the  assurance 
you  liavd'  given  me  with  regard  to  your 
nephew  and  step-daughter.  In  that  respect 
my  heart  is  much  lighter.  Good-bye,  my 
lord.  We  may  not  meet  again.” 

“Surely,”  cried  the  earl,  expcstulatingly, 
“you  will  not  leave  Framley  so  suddenly. ” 
“I  do  not  know,  my  lord.  What  my 
movements  will  he  I cannot  say.” 

* “ You  will  net  go  before  Monday?” 

“ No,  not  before  Monday,  certainly  not 
before  Monday.” 

“ Will  you  preach  on  Sunday?" 

“ No;  I have  preached  my  last  sermon." 
‘‘  You  mean  your  last  in  Framley?” 
“That  most  assuredly.” 

“ Mr.  Carslialton,,’’  cried  the  earl  with 
sudden  vehemence,  ‘‘I  do  not  like  your 
words  or  vour  tones.  You  must  give  me 
your  solemn  assurance  that  you  are  not 
contemplating ” 

Tlie  earl  stopped  ; but  the  priest  took  up 
his  words  with  perfect  calmness  and 
readiness. 

“ Suicide  you  were  going  to  say.  I will 
give  you  every  assurance  on  that  point. 
Coward  I may  be,  but  I am  not  coward 
enough  for  that.  I shall  not  take  my  own 
life.” 

“ Then  what  do  you  mean ” 

“ My  lord,  I have  replied  only  in  nega- 
tives. - What  is  to  happen  in  the  immediate 
or  far  future  I know  not.  Once  more, 
gcod-bye. ” 

He  went  without  another  word,  leaving 
tlie  peer  in  a very  uneasy  state  of  mind. 

“ Confoui’id  him,”  muttered  the  latter. 
“ He’s  a puzzle  and  a worry,  like  the  rest 
of  them.  I seem  to  be  surrounded  by  a most 
provokingly  perverse  lot.  Horace,  Naomi, 
Stella,  Carslialton,  Attercliffe — not  a 

rational  person  among  them.  They  are  all 
playing  at  cross  purposes.  One  ugly  tragedy 
has  already  come  of  it,  and  if  I don’t  take 
the  lead  into  my  own  1 lands  one  or  two 
others  may  follow.  By  Jove! — there’s 

plenty  of  work  to  be  done  in  a short  time.” 
[to  be  continued.] 


By 

Appointment 


H.M.  the  King, 


The  name  of  Nestle’s  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  the 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-3,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


[Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  In  ink.  on 
one  side  ol  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  slating 
age,  sex,  occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
“ noins-d e-plume " or  initials,  but  also  giving  reel 
names  and  addresses  as  prool  ol  good  laitb.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  oe  seen  can  be  con- 
sidered. Address,  “The  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  News," 
Long  Millgute,  Manchester.] 

Post-Influenza  Neurasthenia  f“  C'ardi- 
na  1. — i our  symptoms  arc  tvpical  <.|  i ..sl- 
um uenzal  trouble,  and  they  me  apt  to  bo 
rather  persistent  and  tedious  in  being  re- 
covered from,  requiring  a good  deal  of 
patience  and  perseverance.  A course  of 
tlie  medicine  recommended  for  • Would 
Like  to  Know"  in  kvat  week’s  “News" 
should  do  you  good. 

Goitre  (“  Wantone  — The  “swelling 

in  front  of  the  neck  ” is  probably  due  to  a 
goitre,  and  this  may  be  the  cause-  <f  the 
“ breathlessness  from  which  you  suffer.” 
A course  of  painting  the  lump  with  lini- 
ment of  iodine,  and  taking  iodide  of  potash 
(o-gr amine  doses)  internally,  may  lessen  the 
lump.  But  its  disappearance  is  apt  toihe 
tedious.  As  a rule  a small  goitre  is  not  ol 
much  consequence. 

“ Macduff." — Irritability  of  the  bladder 
is-  the  trouble,  recurring  periodically  at 
certain  “ times,”  which  tlii.s  medicine 
would  relieve: — Tincture  of  liyoscyainus,  2 
drachms;  bicarbonate  of  potash,  2 drachms ; 
spirit  of  chloroform.  2 drachms;  infusion  ol 
buchn  to  8 ounces;  one  tablespoonn.l  three- 
times  a clay.  Rest  as  much  as  possible; 
avoid  much  meat;  take  plenty  of  milk  ami 
barley  water  - and  endeavour  to  control  the- 
” desire  "—the  more  it  is  yielded  to  the 
worse  it  is. 

“ Relief.” — The  symptoms  von  detail 
are  quite  common  during  the'  period  of 
“ change."  and  the  “ flushing  ” and 
"sweats”  are  apt  to  continue  lor  a long 
time.  For  these,  little  can  he  done  in  the 
way  of  treatment,  and  “ grinning  and 
biding  ” is  the  common  lot  of  many  of  the 
sufferers.  For  the  constipation  referred  to 
in  your  letter,  the  treatment  is  not  bv 
medicine,  but  by  diet  and  exercise,  as  so 
often  insisted  upon  in  tliis  column — course 
food,  with  green  vegetables,  fresh  fruit, 
and  plenty  of  outdoor  exercise. 

Strained  Muscles  of  thf.  Heart 
(“  C'alon  ”). — For  this,  and  its  conse- 
quences, no  “ water  ” from  any  special 
wells  can  do  much  real  good.  Tlie  usual 
result  of  heart  over-strain  is  injury  to  the 
valves  of  the  heart,  and  especially  the 
aortic  valve,  the  treatment  of  which’  is  by 
rest,  avoidance  of  over-strain  in  every  form’, 
such  as  carrying  or  lifting  heavy  weights, 
running  fast,  walking  fast  uphill  or 
upstairs,  avoiding  such  heavy  work  nts  dig- 
ging, grass  cutting,  and  violent  work  and 
exertion  of  any  kind.  Still  another  thing 
to  avoid  is  worry,  and  the  advice  to  all 
“heart  cases”  is  (1)  never  hurry.  (2) 
never  over-strain,  and  (3)  never  worry. 

“ Play  Up,  North  !” — All  pains  are 
“ from  the  nerves  ” — the  nerves  are  the 
only  tilings  which  can  feel  pain.  Your 
pains  are  from  “ neuritis,”  which  ifi  in- 
flammation of  the  sheath  of  the  nerves ; 
and  at  sixty-three  years  of  age  tliis  is  apt 
to  be  not  only  trying,  but  tedious  and  pro- 
longed in  its  course,  and  resistant  of  all 
treatment.  You  yourself  prove  this  by  the 
admission  that  you  have  tried  “ black 
mustard,  liniments,  &<•.,  to  no  purpose.” 
Rest  and  lying  down,  with  warmth  to  the 
painful  limbs,  constitute  the  best  treat- 
ment, and  it  is  good  that  you  are  “ very 
steady,  and  neither  smoke  nor  drink  beer 
nor  porter.” 

“ Scotia.”  — You,  too,  like  “ Round 
Tower,”  are  a sufferer  from  our  cold 
winters,  and  are  “ compelled  to  use  bed- 
socks.”  These  are  very  useful,  and  neces- 
sary in  such  cases  as  yours.  Cold  feet  soon 
induce  cold  body,  and  they  and  your  chil- 
blains and  cold  finger  ends  are  an  indica- 
tion that  your  circulation  is  defective,  and 
can  no  longer  stand  washing  in  cold  water 
and  such.  The  only  way  to  improve  the 
circulation  is  by  taking  good,  warming 
food,  plenty  of  open-air  exercifie,  wearing 
warm  clothing  and  bed  clothing,  and 
avoidance  of  taking  cold.  Alcohol  does  not 
warm  but  cools  the  body. 

Seat  Worms  (“  T.  W.  G.”). — "Milky 
urine”  may  indicate  seat  worms,  hut  the 
only  dependable  proof  of  these  is  seeing 
them  at  the  seat  or  in  the  motions.  (1) 
Cold  does  not  cause  them  ; (2)  they  come 
from  the  food;  (3)  they  are  not  usually 
transmitted  from  one  child  to  another  by 
using  the  same  utensil,  but  c-are  should  be 
exercised  in  this.  The  best  treatment  of 
seat  worms  is  (4)  by  using  a succession  of 
injections  into  the  bowel,  such  as  lialf-a- 
pint  of  infusion  of  quassia,  with  a table- 
spoonful  of  salt,  which  should  be  retained 
for  ten  minutes  before  being  allowed  to 
escape.  Many  thanks  for  your  good  opinion 
of  our  Medical  Column,  and  glad  to  know 
that  you  have  benefited  from  our  replies. 

“ Round  Tower." — No  “ complaint  " 
has  been  more  common  during  the  last  six 
months — our  long  and  particularly  trying 
winter  time — than  yours,  viz.,  “ readily 
feeling  the  cold  ";  and  how  many  can  echo 
your  words:  “There  are  times  when  I feel 
miserable  with  the  vagaries  of  the 
weather!”  And  you  are  only  thirty-one 
years  of  age!  How,  then,  think  you  must 
those  of  sixty  and  over  feel  from  the 
“ vagaries  of  the  weather  ” ? Your  per- 
spiration “ out  of  all  proportion  " is  largely 
of  nervous  origin,  and  all  that  you  f an  do 
is  to  lead  as  healthy  and  hygienic  a life  as 
vou  know  how  ; to  get  out  as  much  iu> 
possible;  and  to  “buck”  yourself  up  and 
face  the  conditions  of  weather  and  every- 
thing else,  both  external  and  internal, 
firmly  resolved  not  to  be  beaten  in  the  fight 
against  untoward  circumstances. 
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::  ::  of  Inferior  Quality.  ::  :: 


□EXDCaDDDDDCODG 


Cbc  Co-operatiue  Rcios 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  atid  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  “News"  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR."  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  tlic  “ News  ” should  be  addressed  to  " THE  MANAGER,” 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when'  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 


SATURDAY.  MAY  13,  1922. 


THE  WHITE  BADGE  OF 
COURAGE. 


A quarter-of-a-century  ago,  a novel  entitled 
“ The  Red  Badge  of  Courage  ” had  considerable  vogue, 
for  it  was  dedicated  to  the  bravery  associated  with  war. 

We  are  beginning  to  learn  that  there  is  a higher 
kind  of  courage  consistent  with  opposition  to  war. 
In  the  early  days  of  the  great  European  struggle  some 
foolish  young  women  went  about  presenting  white 
feathers  to  such  of  their  male  acquaintances  who  had 
not  enlisted  ; but  now  comes  Sir  James  Barrie,  as 
newly-made  Rector  of  St.  Andrew’s  University,  giving 
an  address  on  “ Courage,”  which  he  exalts  as  ..one  of 
the  greatest  gifts  from  the  gods,  and  telling  the  under- 
graduates of  the  northern  seat  of  learning  that  the 
best  use  to  which  they  can  put  this  high  human  quality 
is  in  the  prevention  of  war,  which  for  thousands  of 
years  has  been  regarded  as  the  great  school  for  this 
much-prized  virtue. 

Sir  James  Barrie  thus  flings  aside  the  Red  Badge  of 
Courage,  the  courage  to  conduct  war,  as  a spurious 
thing,  and  exalts  ifi  its  place  the  White  Badge  of  Courage, 
the  courage  to  choose  Peace. 

The  new  Rector  approached  the  matter  by  telling 
the  young  men  of  St.  Andrew’s  that  they  must  assert 
their  youth,  by  demanding  of  their  betters,  that  is  their 
elders,  a greater  part  in  those  decisions  of  war  and  peace 
than  they  have  ever  had  411  the  past. 

During  the  last  war  youth  was  told  that  this  was  a 
war  to  end  war.  Many  of  the  old  men  who  said  that 
meant  it,  but  how  do  you  know,  asked  Sir  Janies,  that 
these  very  men  are  not  even  at  this  very  moment 
doddering  down  some  brimstone  path  ? So,  continued 
Sir  James,  “ if  you  are  to  be  in  the  struggle,  the  more 
reason  you  should  know  why,  before  it  begins,  and  have 
a say  in  the  decision  wheth'er  it  is  to  be  begun.” 

The  elders  will  not  give  up  their  prerogative  of  making 
decisions  if  they  can  help  it.  Even  the  League  of 
Nations,  exclaimed  Sir  James,  won’t  help  you  in  this 
matter,  simply  because  it  is  rim  by  old  people.  What 
is  wanted  is  something  run  by  youth  itself.  “ You 
ought  to  have  a League  of  Youth  as  your  great  practical 
beginning.” 

That  is  it ! A Xeague  of  Youth,  having  a White 
Badge  of  Courage  ; white  standing  for  Peace  ; and  the 
courage  being  of  that  moral  quality  which  dares  to 
make  great  decisions  in  the  teeth  of  a popular  clamour 
in  the  opposite  direction  ; a courage  that  dares  ; and 
dares  to  stand  alone  even  against  scoffing  and  jeers. 

No  one,  of  course,  is  probably  more  aware  than 
Sir  James  Barrie  himself,  that  this  appeal  to  youth 
merely  as  y7outh,  is  futile.  His  League  of  Youth  in 
process  of  time  would  become  a League  of  the  Middle 
Aged,  and  eventually  of  the  Old,  unless  they  were 
all  Peter  Pans  who  never  grew  up.  Besides  that,  it 
would  be  a sheer  delusion  to  suppose  that  young  people 
are  necessarily  more  averse  to  wrar  than  their  elders. 
Toy  soldiers  are  made  not  for  the  old  but  the  young, 
and  war  is  more  likely  to  be  viewed  with  the  halo  of 
romance  by  a youth  of  sixteen  than  by  a man  of  sixty. 
Again,  all  boys  are  not  alike,  any  more  than  all  men  are. 
Some  boys  are  naturally  peaceful,  others  naturally 
pugnacious.  The  young  Napoleon  who,  when  a boy  at 
school,  shut  himself  up  in  a fortress  of  his  own  con- 
struction was  in  embryo  the  conqueror  of  Europe  ; 
and  it  would  not  require  many  young  Napoleons  irr  a 
League  of  Youth  to  give  it  the  direction,  not  of  peace, 
but  of  war.  Still,  for  all  that.  Sir  James  Barrie  is  per- 
fectly justified  in  making  his  appeal  to  youth.  For 
while  he  doubtless  knows  as  well  as  we  do,  that  his  idea 
of  a League  of  Youth  to  promote  peace  is  fantastic, 
he  also  knows  that  it  is  essential  to  try  and  bend  the 
youthful  twig,  peaceward  if  may  be,  and  that  we  take 
it  was  the  real  object  of  his  address  to  the  young  men 
of  St.  Andrew's  University. 

We  are  glad  Sir  James  Barrie  has  recognised  the 
rights  of  youth,  and  that  he  has  assumed  the  White 
Badge  and  has  taken  courage  to  say  what  he  has  said. 
We  are  glad  in  the  first  place  because  he  has  said  it 
when  he  was  being  publicly  honoured  and  when  the 
nation’s  ear  was  trained  to  listen.  We  are  glad"  also 
because  lie  has  only  said  what  we  ourselves  were  bold 
enough  to  say  when  the  war  was  at  its  height.  There  will 
be  no  blessing  upon  the  land  where  old  age  ds  .not 
respected  ; but  the  youths  who  died  or  bled  in  the  war 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

THE  STRUGGLE  AT  GENOA. 

What  is  really  happening  at  Genoa  ? Is  any  progress  bci 
made  in  the  direction  of  its  objective,  or  will  the  representativ^ 
of  the  various  nations  be  shortly  returning  home  in  the  , , 
thing  attempted  but  nothing  done  spirit  ? Those  are  some  of 
the  questions  which  the  citizens  not  only  of  this  but  of  almCest 
every  other  country  must  be  asking  themselves  at  the  moment 
Every  newspaper  professes  to  know  the  real  facts  of  the  situi’ 
tioi*,  but  readers  of  more  than  one  newspaper  are  to  be 
doned  if  they  come  to  the  conclusion  that  confusion  shown  in  tf.a 
presentation  of  the  case  is  rapidly  becoming  worse  confounded 
The  leading  line  in  the  bill  on  Wednesday  had  reference  to  the 
correspondence  which  had  passed  between  Mr.  Lloyd  Geoip. 
and  M.  Barthou  regarding  a statement  which  the  former  « 
alleged  to  have  made  relative  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  Entente 
and  an  understanding  between  Great  Britain  and  Germany 
Mr.  Lloyd  George  denies  that  he  ever  made  such  a statement 
and  in  this  he  is  supported  by  M.  Barthou.  One  need  not  he 
told  the  names  of  the  newspapers  which  sot  this  particular 
circulation  “ raiser  ” on  its  feet ; right  from  the  first  one  could 
rest  assured  that  it  was  not  in  the  "Manchester  Guardian" 
class.  But  now  that  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  M.  Barthou  havo 
denied  it,  perhaps  they  and  the- other  " big  wigs"  at  the  0 
ference  will  really  settle  down  to  their  job,  or  make  way  for  people 
who  know  what  Europe  wants  and  are  able  to  give  it  its  heart’* 
desire.  As  an  alternative  to  clearing  out  themselves,  tho 
national  representatives  at  Genoa  might  do  themselves  and  their 
cause  justice  if  they  were  to  listen  to  what  co-operators  have  to 
say  on  the  restoration  of  Europe.  They  know  the  trouble  and 
the  remedy.  Apparently  the  Genoa  Conference  only  knows  the 
trouble.  We  hope  the  effort  M.  Albert  Thomas  is  making  to 
bring  the  Milan  resolutions  before  the  Genoa  gathering  will 
prove  successful. 


INDUSTRIAL  TROUBLES. 

There  is  still  no  sign  of  a settlement  of  the  engineering  trouble 
which  is  keeping  hundreds  of  thousands  of  men  out  of  employ- 
ment. About  two  months  have  elapsed  since  tho  members  of 
the  A.E.U.  were  arbitrarily  locked  out,  and  last  week  the 
numerous  other  engineering  unions  which  broke  away  from  tho 
A.E.U.  in  the  original  negotiations  were  placed  in  the  samo 
position  as  their  colleagues,  although  efforts  were  made  up  to 
the  very  last  minute  to  avert  another  lockout.  The  r<*|>ort  of 
the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  lockout  has  not  yet  been  pub- 
lished, but  the  workers  believe  it  will  support  their  contentions, 
The  employers'  efforts  to  break  the  spirit  of  trade  unionism  by 
opening  their  jshops  to  anyone  who  cares  to  resume  work,  have 
not  been  successful,  and  the  men  are  standing  firm.  The  dispute 
between  the  two  parties  now  hangs  on  the  employers'  claim  to 
make  “material  changes”,  in  workshop  conditions.  In  tho 
opinion  of  the  men  this  phrase  is  capable  of  a very  wide  applica- 
tion, and  if  they  accepted  the  condition  then  the  strike  would 
be  useless  from  their  point  of  view.  It  is  stated,  however,  that 
both  6ides  arc  anxious  to  meet  at  a round-table  conference,  ami 
efforts  are  being  made  to  arrange  such  a meeting.  Although 
the  ballot  of  the  shipyard  workers  resulted  in  a majority  ngainst 
acceptance  of  tho  proposed  bonus  cuts,  the  men’s  negotiating 
committee  decided  that  the  strike  could  not  continue  becauso 
there  was  not  a two-thirds'  majority.  Mersey  ship  repairer*, 
who  number  20,000,  have  decided  to  disregard  the  notices  calling 
off  the  strike,  and  there  may  be  further  difficulties  in  this  area, 

HE  GLORY  OF  CO-OPERATION. 

All  eyes — all  Scottish  eyes,  that  is — were  not  on  Paisley  on 
Saturday ; they  were  on  the  Airdmhor  Convalescent  Home, 
where  a representative  gathering  of  co-operators  witnessed  the 
opening  of  a new  wing.  Airdmhor,  which  is  set  apart  for  women, 
mothers,  and  children,  ia  only  one  of  three  Homes  founded  by 
the  Convalescent  Homes  Association,  and  the  amount  of  good 
done  through  their  agency  cannot  bo  tabulated  in  money  value. 
The  return  on  educational  expenditure  is  'so  much  invisible 
income.  The  same  tnay  be  said  of  investments  in  our  con- 
valescent work,  whether  it  be  through  homes  or  through  fund*, 
as  is  the  case  in  some  sections  of  the  Union  in  England.  Since 
the  Scottish  Homes  were  first  opened  in  1896,  tlurtotal  ndniw* 
sions  have  been  no  less  than  97,000,  and  of  these  at  least  95  p* r 
cent,  have  benefited  by  their  residence  at  one  or  other  of  tho 
Homes.  No  wonder  that  the  Scottish  societies  are  warm  sup- 
porters of  the  Association.  Societies  in  the  North-Western 
Section  might  catch  some  of  this  spirit  and  make  the  Honi®* 
at  Blackpool,  Otley,  and  Scarborough  a greater  success. 


SHEFFIELD'S  PUSH. 

The  first  issue  of  " The  Sheffield  Co-operator,”  the  monthly 
publication  of  the  Sheffield  Co-operative  Party  in  support  of 
the  Parliamentary  candidature  of  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Congrc  -1. 
has  just  reached  us.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  make  the 
publication  of  interest  to  every  reader,  and  with  this  obj"  t 
special  features  include  “ Ramblers,”  " The  Kiddies,”  " I” 
Garden,”  " Home  Note*,”  “ Book  Reviews,”  Ac.  Wo  ',,nr 
gratulate  Sheffield  co-operators  on  the  excellence  of  their  t‘r  *■ 
effort  and  on  the  fact  that  their  publication  is  the  first  of 
monthly  journals  to  contain  eight  pages,  instead  of  four. 


did  not  suffer  for  the  sins  of  youth*  They  died  and 
suffered  for  the  mischievous,  or  perhaps  criminal,  »THE  WOMEN’S  VIEW. 

diplomacy  of  veterans  some  of  whom  were  well  nigh  in  I We  congratulate  the  Central  Committer-  of  the  Wow'1* 
their  dotage.  For  the  bungling  and  obstinacy  of  some  1 Co-operative  Guild  on  their  attitude  in  r<  ard  to  the  Pm--03 
of  these  same  veterans  at  post-war  conferences,  the  youth  ! famine.  They  have  passed  a resolution  expressing  indignation 
of  Europe  finds  that  its  pleasures,  its  comforts,  its  ! at  the  Government’s  refusal  to  help  the  starving  rmllr  11  ” 
educational  opportunities,  and  its  right  to  the  freeman's  j Russia,  and  demand  an  immediate  grant  to  save  tho-  11 
life  which  it  might  earn  by  its  own  industry-  and  by  the  ] need.  Their  view  accords  with  the  opinions  re[>cat- 


itillio 
rlly  f*- 


exertions  of  its  own  brain  and  muscle  power,  are  mort-  pressed  in  the  “ News.”  Although  many  people  in  this  - ■ in'r? 
gaged  for  two  generations — unless  age  now  reads  and  j do  not  like  the  Soviet  Government,  that  in  no  rea-son  for  alio*111* 


heeds  Sir  James  Barrie’s  words. 


: do  not  like  the ’Soviet  Government,  that  is  no  reasi 
millions  of  human  beings  to  starves 
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smoktjtudies. 

OUR  LIBRARIAN  5 skbtch.ACTER 

By  ;.n. 


LONDON  LETTER. 

DEPUTATION  TO  CHANCELLOR  ON  SUGAR  MILAN 
RESOLUTION  RE  GENOA— DEPUTATION  TO  GEORGIA. 

[From  Ocr  Own  Correspondent.] 


Our  librarian  is  a gentleman.  Nothing 
uncommon  in  that  you  may  say  : and  yet  the 
distinction  is  as  rare  as  another  attribute 
which  is  supposed  to  be  common,  to  wit, 
cpnjmon-sense.  But  our  librarian  is  of  the 
true  and  natural  order  of  gentlemen®  he 
shows  it  in  his  general  bearing  and 
deportment. 

All  who  come  into  our  public  library  are 
in  his  eyes  equal  in  potential  power,  for 
truth,  beauty,  and  goodness.  He  treaty 
the  villa  owner  who  may  happen  to  use  our 
shelves,  with  the  same  politeness  and  quiet 
nssistanoa  as  he  treats  the  large  number  of 
working  men  and  women  who  frequent  his 
domain:  all  are  readers,  and  as  such,  there 
is  some  hope  of  better  things  from  them. 
'Whether  that  reader  be  a fiction  devotee,  a 
science  student,  or  a general  literature  in- 
dividual, he  welcomes  them  and  endeavours 
to  assist  them  to  something  suitable  and 
£oixl. 

Oar  library  is  run  on  the  open  shelves 
principle.  When  you  enter  the  doorway  and 
return  the  book  you  have  just  finished,  you 
are  handed  your  registered  card,  and. are 
free  to  roam  round  the  various  shelves 
sampling  to  your  taste.  These  shelves  are 
all  excellently  arranged  and  well-stocked, 
and  are  headed  Poetry  and  Drpmn,  Travel, 
Essays,  Biography,  Sociology,  Religicn, 
Fiction,  &c.  The  largest  shelved  space  is 
given  to  Fiction ; it  was  not  ever  thus  in 
these  northern  climes. 

To-night,  as  is  my  habit,  I locked  around 
leisurely  and  undecided,  waiting  to  see  what 
books  would  tempt  me.  I was  handling  a 
volume  of  Shaw’s,  “ Threa  Plays  lor 
Puritans.”  Would  I again  have  a week- 
end feast  of  subtle  and  sardonic  humour 
from  the  brilliant  Irishman,  or  would  I go 
to  an  older  dramatist  in  rare  Ben  Jonson? 

Our  librarian  saw  me  standing  in  doubt., 
Be  is  of  your  true  order  of  gentleman.  With 


a kindly  smile  he  was  at  my  side,  pleased  to 
find  one  apparently  interested  in  books 
devoted  to  drama.  “ Here  is  one  of 
M.oliere's,  the  famous  Frenchman,  who  is 
much  in’  evidence  at  present.”  “Thank 
you,”  I replied,  “ I don’t  want  a big  book;. 
I want  a small  volume  of  something  really 
interesting.”  He  left  me  for  n moment, 
and  returned  with  a neitt  volume  in  the  Life- 
Stories  of  Famous  Men  Series — “ Hubert 
Owen.”  “I  think,”  he -said,  1 you  will 
find  tills  not  only  interesting,  but  very  in- 
structive ; Owen  was  a remarkable  man.  I 
shall  leave  it  with  you,  and  if  you  don’t  find 
eny/ihing  else  to  suit  you,  1 Mould  advise 
you  to  take  it.” 

Could  it  possibly  be  that  I had.  what  one 
of  my  friends  facetiously  terms,  the  ' co- 
operative delegate  look?”  Perhaps  I have 
such  an  appearance;  in  any  ease,  I smiled 
at  our  Librarian's  unerring  instinct  of  what 
should  suit  a reader  : he  is  a good  shepherd  ; 
he  knows  with  what  food,  to  feed  his 
flock.  Though  I knew  a little  about  Owen 
and  his  work,  I felt  I could  do  with  know- 
ing some  more.  The  writer,  Joseph  M'Caba, 
has  a nay  of  telling  a thing  in  a clear-cut 
manner  there  is  no  mistaking.  And  so 
when  I opened  the  little  book  and  read  these 
words  of  Robert  Owen’s,  stating  briefly  an 
aim  or  ideal  of  life  for  men  and  uomen, 
“The  happiness  of  self,  clearly  understood 
and  uniformly  practised ; which  can  only  be 
attained  by  conduct  that  must  promote  the 
happiness  of  the  community,”  F decided  to 
take  tlmt  book  home  for  the  week-end. 

Some  other  clay  I may  sample  Moliere,  ox- 
return  to  Shaw.  Our  librarian  knous  a 
good  book.  He  knows  also  where  and  when 
to  sow  his  seed.  Sometimes  it  falls  on 
stony  ground ; but  not  always.  Our 
librarian  is  more  than  a public  official : lie 
is  a guide,  most  probably  a philosopher,  but 
certainly  a friend. 


For  some  Meeks  the  Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee  has  been  negotiating  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  regarding  a 
deputation  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  sugar 
tax.  When,  on  the  Wednesihy  prior  to 
Budget  Day,  their  efforts  broke  down,  a 
circular  was  addressed  to  societies  urging 
them  to  make  representations  to  their  M.P.’s 
on  the  matter. 

I am  noM-  able  to  state,  however,  that  the 
Chancellor  has  promised  to  receive  a deputa- 
tion as  early  as  can  conveniently  be 
arranged,  and  ns  discussion  M'll  be  on  ..n 
amendment  to  be  moved  in  the  House  of 
Common's  to  the  Finance  Bill,  it  is  hoped 
that  all  societies  who  have  not  already  done 
so  Mill  communicate  with  their  local  M.P.s 
on  the  matter. 

For  obvious  reasons,  a reduction  of  the 
sugar  tax  would  be  of  far  greater  use  to  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  than  the  cut  in  the 
duty  on  tea,  and  this  aspect  of  the  matter 
will  doubtless  be  brought  home  to  Sir  Robert 
Herne  by  the  deputation. 

Milan  and  Genoa. 

Despite  all  the  divisions  and  alarms  of  the 
Genoa  Conference,  it  appears  that  the  reso- 
lution on  co-operative  economic  policy  passed 
at  the  Milan  meeting  of  the  Alliance,  and 
sent  to  M.  Fatta,  the  president  of  the 
Assembly  at  Genoa,  lias  aroused  much 
interest,  both  there  and  in  Italy  generally. 

There  has,  for  example,  been  much  com- 
ment upon  it  in  the  Italian  Press,  uhich 
appears  to  have  been  well  supplied  with  in- 
formation on  the -subject. 

The  resolution  itself  was  presented  to  the 
President  of  the  Conference  by  M.  Albert 
Thomas,  and,  accepting  it,  lie  expressed  the 
hope  that  some  opportunity  Mould  he  found, 
in  the  course  of  the  economic)  discussions,  for 
giving  it  due  consideration.  (hying  mainly 
to  the  larger  political  disputes,  no  such 
opportunity  has  yet  presented  itself,  though 
M.  Thomas  writes  hopefully  that  some  occa- 
sion may  yet  be  found  in  udiioh  to  press  the 
matter  upon  the  delegates. 

The  resolution  was  sent  to  the  President 
of  the  Economic  Commission,  and  afterward® 
to  the  sub-committee  dealing  with  Labour, 
upon  which  is  represented  the  International 


Labour  Bureau,  of  which  M.  Albert  Thomas 
is  director.  Unhappily,  nowevor,  as  M. 
Thomas  points  out,  co-operation  is  not  repre- 
sented there,  but  lie  lias  nsko  1 one  of  the 
representatives  to  submit  a shert  memoran- 
dum to  the  committee  oil  the  co-operative 
point  of  vieu\ 

Affairs  irt  Georgia. 

There  is  thus  vet  a prospect  of  the  message 
from  Milan  to  Genoa  bearing  fruit. 

In  view  of  the  great  interest  uhu-h  has 
lately  been  taken  in  the  affairs  of  Georgia, 
the  Independent  Republic  cl  South  Russia 
which  has  conic  under  Bolshevik  domination, 
and  the  special  co-operative  interests  there 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance  are  about  to  send  a. 
delegation  to  that  country  spe-  inlly  charged 
with  the  supervision  of  the  distribution  of 
the  relief  fund  nou-  being  collected  from  co- 
operative sources  for  the  Limine  in  the 
stricken  area. 

By  special  resolution  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee, it  was  decided  to  allocate  25  per  cent, 
of  the  contributions  to  Georgia,  the  other  75 
per  cent,  going  direct  to  the  Centrosoyus  at 
Moscow. 

The  delegation  Mill,  however,  have  other 
duties,  including  an  inquiry  into  the  present 
position  of  co-operators  in  Georgia.  M. 
Victor  Serwy,  the  secretary  of  the  Belgian 
Union,  has  bean  appointed  to  represent  the 
I.C.A.,  and  lie  Mill  be  accompanied  by  M. 
Gugushvili,  the  representative  of  Georgia  on 
the  Central  Committee.  It  is  probable  that, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  recent  visit  t<>  Russia’ 
lopresent  at  i v es  of  the  British  Wholesale 
Societies  will  also  accompany  the  delegation. 

Party  Advance. 

The  Co-operative  Party  continues  to 
advane'e.  Despite  the  very  great  d i Hit  ultics, 
social  and  economic,  of  the  times,  the  billow- 
ing societies  and  organ  nations  have  joined 
the  party  during  recent  Meeks: — 

Great  Glen,  Hollinguorth,  Llifcoiiby,  Allen- 
dale, Dalbeattie,  Halesowen  and  Finsbury, 
Coamvood,  Roadlett  Stores.  Glenfiehl 
Progress  Boot  and  Shoe,  Excelsior  Bool  and 
Shoe,  Crawley  Women’s  Guild,  and  Falkirk 
and  District. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 
Mils.  Asquith  has  explained  to  an  Ameri- 
can interviewer  why  she  has  taken  to  M rit  ing 
books.  Some  people  thought  it  Mas  only  to 
annoy  her  enemies  and  some  of  her  friends ; 
but  apparently  it  was  because,  like  lots  c,f 
good  folk,  she  was  liard  up.  Henry  and  she, 
she  explains,  could  not  save  anything  during 
the  ten  years  they  were  at  Downing-street 
(£5,000  a year  most  of  the  time). 

"So  it  was  selling  this  property’ 
and  that  property,  selling  my  pearls, 
selling  this  ring,  .that  brooch.*’  One 
night  she  .went  to  bed — " in  deep  dis- 
paragement ” — M-ondering  udiat  she  should 
sell  next,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  night  she 
"oke  up  with  a brain  wave  udiich  prompted 
her  to  start  selling  books. 

The  verb  ” to  lift  ” ha®  a aide  usage  in 
England,  but  in  Scotland  its  usefulness  is 
even  more  extended.  For  instance,  a co- 
operator  may  “lift”  bis  shave  capital  from 
tbe  co-operative  store  when  he  is  short  of 
CTsh  i but  if  lie  “ lifts  ” another  person’s 
Uioney  or  belongings,  lie  Mill  probably  get 
"lifted  ” to  gaol.  In  that  event,  if  the  line 
"ere  moderate,  an  obliging  friend  might 
lift”  him  out.  If  "Tie  happened  to  he  in 
Ltneashire  and  he  objected  to  the  paliee- 
iiiitn's  gentle  removal,  lie  w’ould  very  likely 
a “ lift  ” in  the  ” lug  ” to  persuade  him 
t0  go  quietly. 

Uie  church  of- St.  Martin' s-iu-the-Field 
tlmt  faces  the  lions  in  Trafalgar  Square, 
hondon.  Mas  filled  with  a powerful  com- 
Pnny  of  modern  apostles  at  the  thanks- 
®‘v,n6  service  in  memory  of  Miss  Emily 
avk*s.  Miss  Malgaret  Llewelyn  Davies 
us  "ue  of  the  best  kuoun  representatives 
the  family  who  Mere  present,  and  Dr. 
, ussell  Wakefield,  the  Bishop  of  Birming- 
•mi,  reminded  us  how  Miss  Davies  began 
er  work  as  a pioneer-”  in  women's  educa- 
tjon  «t  the  little  town  of  Hitchin  in  1869, 
* c°llege  being  subsequently  removed  to 
virton. 

Hitchin  is  a quiet  little  town 'in  Charles 
iinb  s homely  county”  of  Hertford- 
* aiJd  Mas  the  scene  of  some  of  the 
endeavours  of  Mr.  Aneurin  Williams, 
■ ••  aud  Mr.  Ebenezer  Howard  in  the 
etelopmant  of  the  Garden  City  at  Letc-h- 
ert  i.  only  a fen*  miles  an-ny.  The  Garden 
J Press,  the  first  industry  at  Letcli- 
ort  *>  wag  begun  at  Hitchin  before  its 


removal  to  the  garden  city.  Alas ! it  is  no 
longer  a co-operative  institution,  having 
been  acquired  by  the  Y.M.C.A. 

There  is  a Parliamentary  vacancy  at 
Clapham,  but  Mr.  Ernest  Villiers,  the  Wee- 
Free  Liberal  candidate,  will  unit  till  the 
general  election  for  a fight.  Mr.  Villiers 
M’as  M.P.  for  Brighton  in  1905,  having 
the  support  of  G.  J.  Holyoake  in  one  of 
the  fiercest  political  struggles  in  the  town 
where  co-operators  will  shortly  assemble  to 
review  their  political  advance  6ince  the 
days  M-hen  Tories,  Liberals,  and  later 
Radicals  used  Congress  as  a jumping  plat- 
form for  political  excursions. 

Lord  Nortiicliffe,  after  bis  tour  round 
tbe  Morld  to  find  out  nhere  best  our  surplus 
population  should  emigrate,  did  bis  best  to 
create  a boom  in  emigration  to  Australia  to 
preserve  a White  Australia.  - The  prospects 
lie  held  out  Mere  glowing.  His  lordship 
must  have  forgotten  that  when  lie  told  the 
readers  of  the  “ Daily  Mail,”  under  his  own 
name  on  Monday,  that  he  was  sorry  to  say 


the  Young  Australians  and  New  Zealanders 
were  going  to  the  United  States — presum- 
ably because  prospects  in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  are  so  good. 

A friend  of  mine  who  reckons  to  know 
something  of  the  textile  trade  confides  to 
me  that  the  spinners  and  weavers  are  behind 
tbe  agitation  for  a change  in  fashion  as 
•regards  the  length  of  the  ladies’  skirts.  The 
agitation  is  to  be  kept  up,  and  he  tells  me 
that  for  winter  fashions  we  are  to  have  a 
considerable,  clamour  for  the  old-time  skirt 
with  copious  folds — n,ot  only  long,  but  vide 
and  drnpings.  More  material  would  be 
wanted  per  skirt,  more  work  Mould  be  pro- 
vided for  the  spinner  and  weaver,  and  the 
trade  Mould  get  a move  on.  Incidentally, 
women  and  girls  M ould  be  expected  to  6erap 
their  useful  and  smart  clothes  for  the  mere 
sake  of  being  “ in  the  fashion.” 

Out  and  Adout. 


“ Woman's  Outlook  " for  reliable  recipes. 

A very  largely-attended  demonstration, 
held-  in  support  of  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander, 
Co-operative  Party  candidate  for  the  Hills- 
borough division  of  Sheffield,  Mas  addressed 
on  Sunday  night  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes,  M.P. 


SERVICE  RATHER  THAN 

REWARD. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.") 

Sin, — After  reading  .many-  of  the  AftioLs 
and  letters  that  have  appeared  ill  the 
“ Newe  ” for  several  Meeks  past,  the 
question  arises  in  my  mind  : Wliat  is  the 
true  conception  of  many  of  those  who  have 
contributed?  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
major,  portion  consider  that  the  sole 
purpose  of  the  movement  from  a practical 
point  of  view  is  to  create  a section  of 
M orkerf  M'ho  shall  ^receive  better  conditions 
than  any  other  section  engaged  in  the 
same  industry.  That  idea  ignores  the  possi- 
bility of  making  co-operation  attractive 
from  the  members'  point  of  view.  We  may 
set  up  ideal  standards,  but  unless  we 
attract  the  trade  of  people,  abuse  liveli- 
hood is  not  drawn  from  the  co-operative 
movement,  ae  are  not  likvly  to  develop 
that  great  Commonwealth  of  which  the 
movement  is  supposed  to  be  the  nucleus. 

Co-operative  employees,  official  or  other- 
M'ise,  should  look  for  advantages  only  as 
members  of  the  co-operative  movement. 
Then  those  members  not  employed  by  the 
movement  .ivould  have  some  encourage- 
ment to  give  of  their  best  in  order  that  tne 
progress  of  the  co-operative  movement 
might  be  accelerated.  If  there  is  one  thing 
more  conspicuous  and  outstanding  during 
the  last  seven  years  it  is  the  vindication 
of  the  principle  of  co-operation-  in  it* 
relation  to  the  affairs  of  humanity  at  large. 
The  onus  of  proving  that  tire  application 
of  this  principle  can  be  carried  out  to  the 
advantage  of  the  toiling  masses  (best  by 
the  co-operative  movement — not  by  in- 
ducing men  to  patronise  the  movement 
with  their  ability  for  remuneration  such  as 
they  could  not  expect  to  get  elsewhere, 
but  by  men  and  women  in  their  joint 
capacity  as  workers,  whether  productive  or 
distributive,  who  would  give  of  their  best 
in  return  for  the  comforts  and  necessities 
of  the  standards  that  prevail  in  the  country, 
— Yours.  Ac., 

Earlestow  u.  Committeeman* 


THE  MAGIC  BASKET. 


Beautifully  illustrated  by  a new  pro 
cess,  the  little  booklet  just  published  by 
the  Co-operative  Press  Agency.  “The 
Magic  Basket,”  sets  forth  in  a very  attrac- 
tive form  the  -advantages  of  taking  the 
week-end  basket  or  the  marketing  bag  to 
the  co-operative  store.  Briefly  and  simply, 
and  with  ample  illustration,  an  explanation 
of  the  world-wide  ramifications  of  the  co- 
operative movement  is  given,  with  helpful 
information  about  the  origination  of  co- 
operative tea,  cocoa.  Ac.  For  propaganda 
purposes  the  booklet  should  prove  ex- 
tremely useful.  Supplies  for  free  distribu- 
tion may  be  obtained  from  the  Co-opera- 
tive Press  Agency,  Balloon-st..  Manchester. 


THE  POINT  OF  VIEW. 


“What's  the  use  of  reduced  income 
tax  when  you’ve  no  income i” 


“ Shilling  off"  income  tax.  They  might 
have  gone  a couple  of  bo'i ; but  if  I can 
cut  down  wages  and  6ling  something  on 
to  prices,  I’ll  do  not  so  badly.” 
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WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  tjte  Editor,  " Co-operative  News.”-}* 


E 


Co-operation  and  Politics. 

Sin —I  am  glad  to  see  the  movement  is 
getting  into  its  stride  with  regiml  to  politics. 
It  must  do  so  for  its  own  safety.  It  is  a 
pity  it  did  not  do  so  fifty  years  ago;  but 
better  late  than  never.  The  attacks  it  has 
stood  against  are  small  to  what  are  coming, 
and  the  more  united  we  workers  are  the 
better.  All  the  “captains  of  industry  — 
grocers,  brewers,  «.Vrc. — find  politics  good  ior 
them.  We  can  change  this,  and  vote  our- 
selves into  power.  As  the  late  Harry  Quelcli 
said.  “Each  trade  unionist  should  be  a co- 
operator  and  a socialist.”  It  is  only  bv 
being  a united  group  that  we  shall  boat  .our 
masters  (whom  vie  voted  into  power),  and 
hurry  on  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth 
that  every  true  co-operator  yearns  for. 
Yours  faithfully,  J-  Walsh. 

No  Politics? 

Sir —Harold  W.  Jackson  informs  us  that 
what  is  sauce  for  the  goose  is  sauce  for  the 
gander.  I am  quite  of  the  same  opinion, 
foi  if  it  is  necessary  for  the  rich  to  have  a 
trade  union  and  good  houses,  good  clothing, 
a motor  to  ride  in,  and  three  meals  a day, 
with  a six  or  seven  course  dinner  thrown  m 
at  ni"ht,  it  is  equally  necessary  for  the 
workers.  When  the  workers  learn  that 
their  power  lies  in  Parliamentary  control 
the  same  as  the  rich  man  has  already  done, 
the  sooner  will  the  workers  receive  some  of 
the  sauce  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled. 
How  is  it  that  the  rich  are  able  to  force 
down  wages?  It  is  because  of  the  power 
they  wield  in  Parliament,  which  prevents 
the  Government  from  taking  action.  If 
the  Government  did  its  duty  to  the  com- 
munity, there  would  be  no  need  to  reduce 
wages’  for  "the  Government’s  business  is  to 
legislate  for  the  whole  of  the  community, 
and  not  for  a few,  as  at  present.— Yours, 
A.  Edwards. 

2Ua,  Eagle-road,  Guildford,  Surrey, 

Sm,— Mr.  Harrison  wants  to  know  what 
would  happen  if  the  members  in  the  socie- 
ties had  to  be  tested  and  examined  as  to 
their  opinions  or  convictions  on  co-operauve 
•ineiples  It  would  mean  the  break  up, 
because  about  three  out  of  every  five  mem- 
bers have  joined  for  “ dividend  and  not 
principles.  This  is  the  present.  I was 
dealing  with  the  future.  . . 

It  is  a long  white  since  the  Rochdale 
Pioneers  commenced  business  and  adopted 
the  system  of  ready  money  and  dividend  to 
purchasers.  But  let  me  ask  Mr.  Harrison; 
Is  the  difference  very  great  between  that 
carried  on  by  the  societies  and  private 
enterprise?  Does  he  think  we  ought  to 
make  progress  towards  the  Co-opjrative 
Commonwealth ? If  so.  how? 

To  refuse  to  Lake  any  part  in  politics 
would  mean  the  failure  cf  co-operative 
societies  trade  unions,  and  Christianity. 
Capitalism,  with  its  resultant  wars  and 
degradation  of  the  workers,  is^  bound  to 
continue.  Pmgioss  may  be  madfe  in  some, 
tilings  materially.  Russia  is  the  land  of 
misery ; the  people  are  not  clever  especially 
in  education ; but  they  "have  got  hold  of  an 
economic  insight  far  beyond  the  educational 
outlook  of  the  people  of  England.  < 

Capitalism  says,  no  politics  (only  ours) 
for  the  workers';  but  I say:  Educate  and 
organise  to  salvation  through  politics, 
because  the  co-operative  movement- provides 
a desirable  alternative  to  the  capitalist 
system  of  industry  and  a means  of  prognass 
towards  the  ideal  state.  The  last  issue  of 
the  “Co-operative  News  ” was  splendid 
throughout,  pervaded  by  a high  moral  tone 
and  fellow  foefing.  Good  luck  to  it.  May 
all  members  begin  to  take  the  “ News,”  for 
the  simple  reason  that  they  cannot  help  it. 
It  would  be  wisdom  and  duty. — Yours,  Arc., 
Robert  Horsley. 

14.  Pollard-street,  Nelson. 

Compulsory  Membership. 

Sib, — Did  “ Gee  Ge»2  ” give  your  readers 
all  the  advantages  the  employee  receives? 
I am  under  the  impression  there  is  a thrift 
fund  superannuation  which  the  society  lrelps 
and  gives  a much  higher  interest  than  the 
post  office. 

The  dry  rot  is  in  the  movement  by  intro- 
ducing anti-  co-operative  officials  and  other 
employees.  Having  made  themselves  anti 
their  relatives  secure,  it  is  no  interest  of 
theirs  but  to  do  just  sufficient  to  make  their 
position  a sinecure. 

What -one  would  like  to  know,  and  it  ought 
to  he  known,  is  what  percentage  of  11011- 
members  hold  positions  in  the  society? 

Why  have  they  had  preference  over  men 
jvlio  have  been  co-operators  all  their  lives. 
Have  (tea It  faithfully,  have  saved  money  and 
invested  it  in  the  same,  but  who  have  been 
often  refused  the  opportunity  to  werk 
where  he  has  done  so  much.  The  enemy  of 
the  movement  still  retains  his  position 
whilst  he  is  in  the  street. 

When  the  Arsenal  Society  brought  the 
question  foiward  one  speaker  said  it  was 
anti-democratic  to  compel  them  to  join. 

I say  to  such  a man  it  is  anti-democratic 
to  snend  all  } have  and  invest  all  I have  and 
be  denied  the  liberty  to  work  and  advance 
the  object  I have  at  heart. 

You  h uid  these  privileges  10  our  enemies 
who  neither  deal,  or  read  your  press,  or  do 
anytjhing  to  help;  hut  who  do  “milk  the 
coo." — Yours  truly,  A Co-opeu vtor. 

March  23th. 

A Co-operative  Community. 

Sir. — Co-operation  can  never  come  to  full 
fruition  until  it  becomes  integral— that  is, 
when  the  members  become  the  owners  not 
only  of  their  warehouses,  shops,  and  fac- 
tories, hut  of  their  dwellings  and  the  land 


on  which  all  these  buildings  stand.  Hence 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  an  ex- 
periment should  be  made  in  the  practical 
working  of  such  integral  co-operation  in  the 
form  of  a colony,  where  workers  of  the 
greatest  possible  variety  of  interdependent 
trades  should  live  together.  They  would 
mutually  supply  each  other’s  wants,  so  as 
to  render  themselves  to  the  largest  extent 
self-supporting  and  self-sufficing,  producing 
the  maximum  number  and  amount  of  com- 
modities and  importing  the  minimum. 
These  latter  would  consist  of  such  goods  ns 
they  cannot  raise  or  manufacture  themselves 
in  exchange  for  whatever  surplus  they  are 
unable  to  consume,  thus  avoiding  the 
colossal  waste  involved  in  transport,  com- 
petition, and  middlemen's  charges  necessi- 
tated by  the  present  system. 

Such  a colony  is  now  being  constituted  at 
Addington,  near  Croydon,  where  a suitable 
tract  of  land  is  offered,  and  all  adherents 
will  be  welcomed  by  Miss  E.  L.  Hudson,  lion, 
secretary,  152,  High-street,  Croydon,  from 
whom  all  particulars  may  he  obtained. — 
Yours  respectfully. 

Evacustes  A.  PniPsON. 

Compulsory  Unionism. 

Sir, — I can  quite  understand  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  heads  of  departments  against 
tlie  tracle  union  resolution  in  the  Co  opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society.  One  head  of  a depart- 
ment said  to  a fellow-worker  of  my  o\vn 
union  and  myself  that  anybody  working  for 
the  C.W.S.  was  a fool  to  pay  into  a trade 
union  while  so  employed.  I objected  to  the 
statement,  with  the  result  Unit  usually  fol- 
lows for  conflict  in  opinions  with  your 
pastors  and  masters,  namely,  the  “ sack  ’’ 
at  a convenient  opportunity  from  which  no 
redress  is  seemingly  possible  from  an  un- 
sympathetic management.  Appeals  are 
repeatedly  made  in  my  own  trade  union 
branch  for  support ; we  have  at  least  taken 
up  banking  with  the  C.W.S.  ; so.uit  of  us  are 
always  endeavouring  to  tell  our  follow  trade 
unionists  that  their  duty  is  to  trade  with  the 
co-operative  stores  as  much  as  possible ; the 
trade  unions  are  undoubtedly  the  backbone 
of  the  co-operative  movement;  and  I think 
that  the  duty  of  the  od-operative  directors  is 
to  stand  by  their  1919  resolution,  and  see  to 
it  that  all  our  employees  are  trade  unionists 
or  that  they  should  get  out  of  it  If  that 
wei'3  done  I am  quite  sure  that  amongst  the 
ranks  of  the  trade  unionists  in  the  country 
there  could  he  found  sufficient  talent  to 
carry  on  the  good  work. — Yours.  &e., 

R.  Swain. 

34,  Blenheim  Gardens,  Blenheim, 

Reading. 


TRAVEL  COMFORT  AT  LOW  COST. 


ANSWERS  TO 

CORRESPONDENTS. 


had 


good 


W.  Thomson. — We  have 
many  on  the  same  subject. 

W.  Hazf.i.l. — The  sentiment  is  all  right. 
We  hope  to  find  room  next  week. 

Ecct.es  (no  name  or  address).— When 
you  let  us  know  who  you  are  we  shall 
answer  your  question. 

J.  Charnock. — The  “News”  has  to  con- 
sider the  matter  from  a higher  standpoint, 
and  we  hope  that  before  long  you  will  do 
tlie  same. 

T.  Alexander. — We  are  not  aware  of  any 
co-operative  society  that  keeps  goats.  Is  it 
for  milk?  Perhaps  this  may  meet  the  eye 
of  a reader  who  can  tell  us. 

E.  B.  Butterworth. — Both  subjects  you 
touch  are  being  discussed  in  our  corre- 
spondence columns.  We  might  use  your 
contributions  as  two  letters  to  the  editor. 

J.  Peters. — There  did  not  seem  any 
sensible  purpose  .in  printing  a column  Of  a 
letter  in  favour  of  reducing  directors’ 
salaries  after  the  meeting  had  reduced 
them. 

Albert  Wyld. — We  agree  with  you.  The 
“ News  ” lias  done  what  you  suggest  several 
times  when  tlie  lists  were  about  to  close. 
We  will  deal  with  the  whole  subject  in  an 
early  issue. 

“ A.  G.”  (London). — When  your  associa- 
tion has  originality  enough  to  send  us  a 
share  of  the  advertising  you  give  to  other 
papers,  we  shall  be  happy  to  consider  an 
article  on  the  subject. 

J.  P.  C.  (Birkenhead). — If  you  had  been 
reading  the  “News”  you  would  have 
understood  why  the  article  was  returned. 
It  contained  nothing  that  has  not  already 
been  fully  stated  in  the  “News”  within 
the  past  month. 

“ Sceptic.” — We  don't  admire  your 
spirit,  and  we  will  not  print  your  letter. 
If  you  do  not  regard  the  restoration  of 
harmony  between  societies  and  their  em- 
ployees as  an  urgent  matter,  real  co-opera- 
tors and  earnest  employees  do. 

P.  J.  Whiteford. — The  shorter  the  let- 
ter the  more  chance  it  has  of  appearing. 
Letters  should  be  devoted  to  a useful  pur- 
pose. and  the  useful  purpose  in  a discus- 
sion is  to  make  the  relevant  point  without 
the  needless  elaboration  which  ~ we  have  to 
cut  out. 

“ Auld  Reekie.” — Congress  will  be 
earlier  next  year;  May  20tli  will  be  Wliit- 
Sunday.  It-  has  been  later  several  times 
tban  it  is  to  be  this  year.  In  1922  June 
4th  will  be  Whit-Sundny.  When  the  Con- 
gress was  last  in  Scotland,  it  was  a week 
earlier  than  it  will  be  next  year. 


NEW  "FEDERATION"  CAR. 


The  C.W.S.  works  at  Tyseley.  Birming- 
ham. the  home  of  the  “ Federation”  cycle, 
is  alive  to  the  popular  need  of  a cheap, 
reliable  motor-propelled  vehicle.  The  ideal 
has  been  achieved  in  the  “Federation” 
three-wheel  cycle  car,  which  has  just  made 
its  appearance.  It 
was  shown  at  a 
special  show  at 
Stockton  some  weeks 
ago,  and  tlie  first 
111  odel  has  been 
on  view  at  the  fancy 
hard  ware  -ttepn  r t- 

ment  cf  the  C.W.S. 

111  Waterloo-slreet, 

Newcastle.  Tlie  trip 
from  Birmingham  to 
Newcastle  provided 
an  opportunity  to 
make  a thoiimigli 
lest  of  the  qualities 
of  the  new  machine, 
and  the  results  were 
most  satisfactory  as 
regards  speed, 
s t e a d i ness,  and 
comfort. 

Some  idea  of  the 
size  and  appearance 
of  this  fine  little 
car  is  conveyed 
b v the  above 

photograph.  The  car  is  fitted  with  an 
8-h.p.  twin  Jap  engine,  a chain  drive,  and 
an  “ Amac  ” carburettor.  There  is  a 
range  of  three  speeds,  with  reverse  gear, 
and  starting  is  done  by  moving  n handle, 
which  can  be  operated  by  the  driver  from 
the  seat.  One  favourable  item  is  that 
petrol  consumption  has  been  reduced  to  a 
low  level,  the  estimate  being  about  fifty 
miles  to  the  gallon  of  petrol.  It  is  possible 
that  a longer  distance  might  be  got  out  of 
the  gallon.  The  three  wheels  have  700  by 


80  measurement  tyres,  and  easy  access  j, 
possible  to  the  back  wheel,  above  which  & 
accommodation  for  a bug  or  for  tools. 
Seats  are  provided  for  two  persons,  and  ,i 
particular  feature  is  tlie  fine  general  vqiliol. 
stery  of  the  car.  There  are  wind,  rain  ami 
dust  screens. 


The  New  C.W.S. 


TnitEF.- Wheel  Car. 

“ Co-operative  Nc 


This  three-wheel  car  is  being  pul  on  the 
market  . as  a rival  of  the  motor-cycle  and 
sidecar.  Any  advantages  enjoyed  by  tlie 
latter  are  given  by  the  new  car,  which,  in 
addition,  ensures  perfect  comfort  and  com- 
plete lack  of  vibration.  The  last,  and  very 
important,  point  is  that  the  price  1-  very 
moderate.  As  the  car  stands,  minus  In iiips, 
the  retail  price  is  LToO,  which  coin  pa  res 
favourably  with  other  machines  on  llio 
market. 


Mr.  H.  Gill. 


‘ALWAYS 

TRUSTWORTHY.” 

MR.  GILL’S  OLD  COLLEAGUES 
HONOUR  HIM. 

The  old  friends 
and  colleagues  of 
Mr.  II.  Gill,  who 
retired  from  the 
post  of  head  of  the 
C.W.S.  advertising 
department  last 
August,  were  ex- 
ceptionally gratified 
to  see  him  in  such 
good  health  when 
they  assembled  in 
the  smoke-room  of 
the  No.  1 dining- 
room last  Friday,  10 
express  in  a tangi- 
ble way  their  appre- 
ciation of  his  kind- 
liness and  good 
fellowship  during  the  time  he  hod  been 
amongst  them — over  thirty-six  years.  Con- 
tinued ill-health  had  compelled  Mr.  Gill  (o 
take  a step  against  which  li is  inclination 
rebelled,  but  apparently  the  results  have 
been  worth  tlie  sacrifice.  He  mentioned  that 
lie  was  much  better  physically. 

Tile  purpose  of  the  gathering  was  to  hand 
to  Mr.  Gill  a handsomely-bound  album  111 
leather,  decorated  in  gold,  containing  an 
illuminated  address,  and  a cheque  for  £75, 
the  gifts  of  his  colleagues  in  C.W.S.  service 
in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

There  were  many  tributes  paid  to  .Mr. 
Gill’s  unfailing  good  fellowship,  genial 
nature,  nnd  kindliness.  Mr.  G.  Brearlev- 
(manager  of  the  C.W.S.  Long-ught  works), 
said,  “ He  has  served  this  institution  both 
well  and  conscientiously,  and  lie  has  retired 
with  the  fellowship  and  good  faith  of  all 
those  lie  Ibis  been  associated  with." 

“ Mr.  Gill  has  endeared  himself  to  nil  with 
whom  he  came  into  contact  by  liis  sincerity 
of  purpose  and  his  OonSol&tfiOUsiicss.  . . . 
He  has  been  one  of  the  best  of  colleagues. 
He  was  always  trustworthy.  In  fact,  he  is 
what  we  may  term  a gentleman,  in  the  truest 
and  broadest  sense.”  In  these  words  Mr.  T. 
Goodwin  (manager  of  tlie  C.W.S.  hauk)  ex- 
pressed his  feelings  towards  Mr.  Gill,  in 
handing  to  him  the  memento  his  colleagues 
had  provided. 

Mr.  Redfern  (editor1  of  the  Wheat- 
«heof  ”)  said  he  only  knew  another  man  in 
the  co-operative  movement  who  rivalled  Mr. 
Gill  in  sympathetic  kindliness,  and  that  was 
.Mr.  W.  Openshaw. 

Mr.  Gill,  iu  a characterise  reply,  remarked 
that  lie  was  tlie  first  officially  appointed  lec- 
turer to  the  C.W.S.,  and  he  n_« •■■or  found  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  expatiating  for  an  hour 
or  an  hour-aml-a-half  at  a time  011  the  aims 
and  ramifications  of  the  institution,  but 
when  it  came  to  himself  as  the  subject  be 
was  baffled.  He,  however,  indulged  in  a 
few  reminiscences. 

Mr.  W.  Holden  (president  of  tlie  Blackley 
Society  and  a colleague  in  tli?  early  days) 
added  to  the  reminiscences;  whilst  Mews. 
Rvan  and  Armstrong  (late  employees  in  Mr. 
Gill’*  department)  testified  10  Mr.  Gill'.* 
unfailing  kindliness  and  consideration. 


TRADING  IN  OPEN  MARK  IT. 

A PROPOSAL  FOR  C.W.S.  MEETINGS. 

The  Oliortey  Society  lias  decided  to  send 
the  following  notice  of  motion  to  the  C.W  ,S, 
for  the  next  quarterly  meeting:  '''Hint 
where  30  per  cent,  of  mac  hinery  is  standing 
idle  or  where  systematic  short-lime  ■ !•  -ing 
worked  in  any  of  .r.ur  textile  mills  through 
insufficient  orders,  the  directors  of  tlm 
C.W.S.  be  given  power  to  go  into  the  open 
market  directly  or  through  their  won  1 ton  " 


SUGAR  TAX  PROTEST. 

Thr  members  of  the  City  of  Bradford 
Society  have  expressed  their  opinion  "ii  tho 
sugar  tax  in  tlie  following  resolution:  — 
“ That  this  meeting  strongly  disapprove* 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  reducing 
income  tax  while  leaving  the  sugar  lax  lit 
the  war  figure  of  25s.  3d.  per  cwl.  Tliii 
meeting  is  also  of  the  opinion  (hat  the  sub- 
sidy upon  British  grown  and  Empire  pro- 
duced sugar  should  lx?  withdrawn,  as  it 
necessitates  unnecessary  taxation,  and 
calls  upon  our  representatives  in  Parlia- 
ment to  support  legislation  in  accordance 
with  our  views.” 


NESTLE’S 

MILO  FOOD 

Ji  t Perfect  Jood  for  G/jildren, 
Invalids,  and  Jfuriing  ^Mothers. 

Most  of  the  patent  foods  on  the 
market  are  quite  unfit  for  a 
child’s  delicate  stomach,  which 
cannot  digest  starch  or  flour, 
except  in  small  quantities,  unless 
changed  into 
what  is  known 
as  maltose  and 
dextrin. 

This  chaDge  l'M 
taken  place  in  j1*® 
case  of  MI&O 
FOOD,  which  is 
prepared  that  it  c OB' 

tains  every  thingt  h” 

a young  c b 1 ' “ 

requires,  in  a form  jo 

which  itcanbeeasiiy 

digested. 

NESTLE’S, 

6.“,.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON,  Eci', 
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SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 
AND  NEWS. 


LEICESTER  RE-UNION, 


CELEBRATING  MAY-DAY. 


[From  Ocr  Own  Correspondents.] 


SPEECHS  BY  MR.  A.  BARNES  (LONDON)  AND  MR.  E.  BEVIN 

(DOCKERS  “ K.C.”) 


INTERESTING  EVENT  IN 

NOTTINGHAM. 


The  Subscription  Public  Rooms  at  Dart- 
mouth were  crowded  recently  with  what  the 
members  described  as  the  finest  gathering  of 
co-operators  ever  held  in  Dartmouth.  The 
occasion  was  a concert  and  rally.  A pro- 
gramme of  musical  items  was  provided  by 
Dartmouth  friends,  in  which  they  were  assisted 
liy  Mr.  and  Miss  J.  Fawcett  and  Mr.  Smart, 
of  Paignton.  Miss  Fawcett,  who  is  the 
daughter  of  the  Paignton  manager,  made  a 
distinct  hit  with  the. excellent  rendering  of  her 
gongs,  whilst  Mr.  Smart  was  repeatedly  re- 
called by  the  audience.  During  the  evening 
jlr.  J.  Tellwright  (Devon  District  Association) 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Flowers  (sectional  organiser) 
addressed  the  gathering- on  the  special  claims 
of  co-operation  to  the  Dartmouth  people. 

The  success  of  the  Tiverton  (Bath)  Society 
lias  been  so  marked  as  to  inspire  favourable 
comments  in  the  local  press.  The  half-yearly 
report  reveals  the  fact  that  344,903  quartern 
loaves  have  been  sold,  and  over  47,000  gallons 
of  milk  delivered.  The  sales  in  all  departments 
for  the  period  are  over  £93,000.  The  total 
reserves  of  the  society  are  over  £17,000,  or 
over  22  per  cent,  of  the  share  capital,  whilst 
last  year  the  total  surplus  ahd  interest  paid  to 
members  was  £11,441.  Small  wonder,  there- 
fore, that  the  “ Bath  Herald  ” hailed  this  as 
a great  achievement,  and  compared  the 
society’s  success  with  the  position  as  revealed 
in  the  returns  of  other  organisations.  Messrs. 
Daw  kin  and  Wheeler,  the  secretary  and 
manager  respectively,  are  to  be  congratulated 
upon  receiving  such  a disinterested  testimonial 
to  their  business  acumen,  a tribute  which  also 
can  he  very  well  applied  to  Mr.  Haskins  (the 
president),  the  committees,  and  the  member’s 
of  this  very  progressive  society. 

The  quarterly  meeting-  of  the  Paignton 
Society,  on  Friday  of  last  week,  heartily  en- 
dorsed the  policy  of  the  management  com- 
mittee for  the.,  restoration  of  the  society’s 
position,  and  from  the  body  of  members  many 
promises  were  made  to  work  with  and  rally 
round  the  management.  At  the  close  of  the 
general  business  an  appeal  for  personal  propa- 
ganda effort  was  made  by  the  sectional  or- 
ganiser. In  connection  with  this  society  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  bread  and  milk  sales 
arc  increasing.  The  price  of  co-operative  milk 
in  Paignton  is  5d.  per  quart,  compared  with 
a charge  of  6d.  per  quart  at  the  private  dairies 
in  the  town. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

t.  Austell  Society  is  fortunate  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a secretary,  in  Mr.  Edgar  Galley,  who  is 
distinctly  businesslike  and  progressive,  and 
"ho  in  addition  to  adequately  functioning 
as  a co-operative  official  is  keenly  active 
further  afield.  Dir.  Galley  is  a member  of  I 
the  Cornwall  Conference  Association  Execu- 
hve,  and  has  been  appointed  to  represent 
that  body  at  the  Brighton  Congress.  As  a 
member  of  the  St.  Austell  Rural  Council  and 
Board  of  Guardians,  his  abilities  have  been 
exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  Workers  and 
the  movement ; and  this  the  St.  Austell 
P^plc  recoguised  recently  by  re-electing  him 
to  these  positions  by  an  overwhelming  vote. 

It  is  also  confidently  anticipated  that  further 
honours  will  shortly  be  offered  to  him.’  During 
labour  week  Dir.  Galley  assisted  by  Dir. 
Philip  Snowden,  has  been  conducting  a series 
of  meetings  in  the  vicinity,  and  in  this  campaign 
he  also  had  the  help  of  the  Rev.  G.  Ramsay. 


^rs-  Mudge  (Paignton)  has  again  been 
appointed  district  secretary  to  the  Women’s 
_***hl,  and  DIrs.  Weeks  (Kingswear)  treasurer. 
°th  ladies  have  been  very  active  in  develop- 
“'K  guild  work  in  the  district,  and  along  with 
*o  committee  are  looking  forward  to  a year 
of  intensive  activity. 

Under  the  presidency  of  DIrs.  Weeks,  the 
iigsweai'  guild  are  continuing  their  beneficent 
"m!  *U  locality.  They  recently  had  charge 
?,  ' Ie  effort  to  provide  funds  for  the  Sunshine 
_°i"es  for  Blind  Babies.  The  financial  result 
j _r  efforts  for  this  most  worthy  and 
^serving  cause  amounted  to  £7  8s.  6d.  being 
^warded  to  headquarters.  In  connection 
mi  l'le  a')ove  cfforfc  the  guild  trained  a 
111  r of  children,  and  at  a public  concert 
^'‘V  t*lcn>’  'ley  worthily  upheld  the 
11  ation  of  their  previous  efficiency. 


On  I°1n.Cel  aga'n  * have  to  congra 

ttomK’  'S  11118  SUch  a fine  maeazi 
2 f ' Millgate.’  ” — A lite, 
ed“eatn,ual  authority. 


SOCIAL  VALUE  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 


The  members  of  Leicester  Society  have 
every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  progress  made 
by  their  organisation,  not  only  as  a great  retail 
trading  concern,  but  as  a centre  of  social  and 
educational  activities.  At  the  reunion  gather- 
ings held  on  two  days  of  last  week  at  the  De 
Montfort  Hall,  Leicester’s  vast  civic  public 
hall,  this  sense  of  pride  in  achievement  and  of 
interest  in  possible  developments  of  social 
usefulness  was  amply  demonstrated. 

On  Friday  the  attendance  was  not  very 
large,  but  the  audience  made  up  in  enthusiasm 
what  it-  lacked  in  numbers,  and  it  could  not 
be  alleged,  in  view  of  the  difficulties  attendant 
on  Friday  night . meetings  as  a general  rule, 
that  the  gathering  was  anything  but  a great 
success.  On -the  Saturday' the  hall  was  com- 
fortably filled,  ahd  the  proceedings  went  with 
a swing  which  proved  that  Leicester  co-opera- 
tors are  nothing  if  not  enthusiastic. 

On  each  of  the  two  days  the  proceedings 
were  introduced  with  a tea,  the  planning  of 
which,  being  in  the  capable  hands  of  Mr. 
Oliver  (the  manager  of  the  cafe),  who  had  the 
assistance  of  aiKcffkient  staff,  made  success 
certain.  Each  evening,  too,  during  the  in- 
terval between  the  tea  and  the  concert-meeting, 
Dir.  S.  A.  Lucas  played  a half-hour's  organ 
recital,  which  was  very  highly  appreciated. 

On  the  Friday  evening  the  president  of  the 
society  (Mr.  Amos  DIann)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  was  accompanied  on  the  platform  by 
members  of  the  general  board,  the  general 
manager  of  the  society  (Dir.  A.  H.  Holden), 
and  Dir.  J.  H.  Goude  (the  new  secretary  of  the 
society). 

The  President  extended  a hearty  welcome 
to  all  present  on  behalf  of  the  board  of  manage- 
ment. He  said  two  .years  ago  their  annual 
trade  was  £1,756,1 16.  Since  then,  in  monetary 
values,  that  had  declined,  because  prices  had 
lowered,  but  their  hulk  trade  had  suffered 
little.  Indeed,  in  foodstuffs  the  bulk  had 
really  increased,  though  it  had  declined  in 
most  articles  of  clothing — a fact  which  re- 
vealed the  lowering  of  the  members'  incomes.' 
Trade  at  the  end  of  the  year  showed  a turnover 
of  £1,538,820,  a really  large  amount  of  business 
of  which  they  may  well  be  proud.  Their  mem- 
bership was  34,066  two  years  ago,  and  in 
December,  1921,  it  was  35,447.  while  it  was  at 
the  present  time  probably  36,000,  and  it  con- 
tinued to  intrease  steadily.  In  1920  their 
capital  was  £598,690,  and  at  the  end  of  1921 
it  stood  at  £608,699,  an  increase  even  in  a bad 
year  like  that  of  £10,000. 

Real  Message  of  Cooperation.  ’ 

Dir.  A.  Barnes  (president  of  the  Lpndon 
Society),  who  was  heartily  received,  said  that 
whenever  he  came  to  a gathering  of  that  kind, 
and  found  members  of  co-operative  families 
singing  and  giving  their  abilities  to  provide 
joy  in  a musical  sense,  he  often  thought  that 
that  was  the  real  message  of  co-operation,  in 
industry.  ■«* Why  should  the  labour  on  the 
creative  side  of  human  society  be  a matter  of 
toil  and  misery,  conflict  and  degradation,  with 
low  wages  and  difficulties  of  all  kinds  ? That 
was  the  great  problem  that  co-operators  had 
got  to  solve.  They  had  to  introduce  into  the 
factory  and  the  workshop,  which  represented 
the  greater  part  of  their  lives,  some  of  the 
harmony  and  co-operative  spirit  which  they 
had  in  their  gatherings  of  that  description. 
Did  anyone  think  it  would  be  possible  to  get 
hundreds  of  men  and  women  giving  their 
leisure  time  for  democratic  movements  if  it 
was  a question  of  one  shilling  or  two  shillings 
in  the  pound  dividend  ? No  ; but  all  engaged 


actively  in  the  co-operative  movement  looked 
forward  to  the  day  when  some  of  the  dreams 
which  animated  the  spirit  of  the  co-operators 
of  the  past  would  be  realised. 

Proceeding,  he  said  that  co-operation  was 
purifying  the  trade  of  the  country,  and  he 
believed  that  co-operative  thought,  applied  to 

local  affairs  as  well  as  national  affairs,  and 
applied  to  international  affairs  as  well  as  to 
national  affairs,  would  build  up  humanity  7"on 
a new  plan,  on  a basis  that  would  develop' into 
the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

( Mr.  O.  S.  Bosworth  conducted  the  Leicester 
Co-operative  Choir,  which  again  gave  ample 
evidence  of  its  capacity  for  concert  work  of 
this  kind. 

Saturday  Night’s  Meeting. 

The  proceedings  on  Saturday  may  well  be 
described  as  similar  to  those  of  the  previous 
evening,  “ only  more  so,”  in  the  sense  that  the 
great  hall  was  filled  with  an  enthusiastic 
audience.  Mr.  H.  Williams  (chairman  of  the 
.educational  committee)  presided,  and  had  the 
support  of  several  members  of  that  com- 
mittee and  the  board,  as  well  as  Mr.  J.  H. 
Goude  (secretary). 

Mr.  Williams,  in  giving  all  a hearty  welcome, 
described  the  activities  of  the  society  from  an 
educational  point  of  view. 

Dir.  E.  Bevin,  whom  the  chairman  subse- 
quently introduced  as  the  Dockers'  ’’  K.C.,” 
said  there  was  a nobler  thing  behind  the  co- 
operative movement  than  mere  vested  in- 
terests. It  had  broadened  and  expanded  the 
outlook  of  millions  of  people,  and  made  them 
understand  what  exchange  between  the  peoples 
of  the  world  meant.  Its  helpfulness  as  a great 
training-ground  for  the  future  governing  demo- 
cracy had  been  one  of  the  greatest  advantages 
to  the  community  that  any  society  had 
rendered.  The  co-operative  movement  had 
turned  and  developed  that  great  social  instinct 
into  a tremendous  advantage.  The  co-opera- 
tive movement  was  a solid  and  substantial 
movement,  and  it  should  be  used  not  merely 
to  assist  trade  unions,  but  to  raise  the  wliolo 
standard  of  life. 

Proceeding,  he  said  they  had  heard  the 
chairman  telling  what  hud  been  done  for 
education.  What  did  that  mean?  He  hap- 
pened to  be  associated  with  many  great  busi- 
nesses as  a trade  union  official,  and  lie  had  to 
be  dealing  with  them  time  after  time.  Those 
businesses  spent  thousands  of  pounds  on  edu- 
cation. but  not  in  the  broad  sense  that  the  co- 
operative movement  did.  They  spent  their 
money  on  what  they  called  the  training  of 
their  staffs,  in  order  to  develop  greater 
efficiency  and  to  enhance  their  private  profits. 
The  co-operative  educational  money  was  spent 
in  a broader  sense  to  help  all  those  members' 
who  desired  to  advance  their  social  standard 
and  efficiency,  and  enable  them  to  take  their 
proper  place  in  society.  The  members  did  not 
pay  anything  more  for  that  advantage.  It 
was  all  paid  out  of  the  money  which  would 
otherwise  go  to  the  already  rich.  That  was  a 
tremendous  social  value ; but  there  was  a 
desire  to  tax  the  movement  and  its  members, 
.and  the  agitation  was  carried  out  by  the  trad- 
ing interests,  which  was  evidenco  that  they 
were  desirous  of  preventing  that  great  and 
beneficent  work  being  carried  on  by  the  co- 
operative movement. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  very  enjoyable 
programme,  hearty  thanks  were  accorded  tho 
speakers  and  the  chairman.  By  retiring 
collections  each  evening  the  Mayor’s  Unem° 
ployment  Fund  benefited  to  the  extent  of 
over  £12. 


ITEMS  OF  INTEREST. 


One  of  the  principal  speakers  at  the 
Leicester  May-Day  demonstration  held  on 
Sunday,  May  7th,  was  Mr.  A.  )I.  Jones 
(Shrewsbury). 

In  connection  with  its  diamond  jubilee 
celebration,  the  Lincoln  Society  has  been 
considering  proposals  for  a contributory 
scheme  for  superannuation  of  the  em- 
ployees. The  scheme  provides  that  the 
employees  and  the  society  would  contribute 
in  equal  proportions,  and  would  be  com- 
pulsory for  all  (full-time  employees  over 
sixteen  years  of  age.  , Subject  to  the 
actuary’s  report  the  members  have  approved 
the  proposals. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Coalville  Ceme- 
tery, on  Tuesday  last  week,  of  Mr.  John 
Thomas  Williamson,  of  Belvoir-road,  Coal- 
ville, formerly  an  employee  in  the  butchery 
department  of  the  Coalville  Society.  He 
was  so  employed  when  war  broke  out,  and 
after  serving  in  the  army  his  health  was 
impaired.  His  death  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-seven  years  is  much  regiettcd  by  a 
wide  circle  of  friends. 

The  pupils  attending  the  employees'  class 
arranged  by  the  educational  department  of 
the  Nottingham  Society  were  -examined  ■ n 
May  3rd  at  Huntiugdon-street  Schools. 
After  the  examination,  the  pupils  were  enter- 
tained to  supper  in  the  rate. 

Councillor  A.  Judd  (general  manager),  tire 
teacher  of  the  class,  referred  to  the  pleasure 
he  had  had  in  coming  into  personal  contact 
with  the  employees.  He  trusted  Hrey 
would  be  able  to  look  back  on  the  session  as 
time  well  spent,  and  urged  diem  to  remem- 
ber that  commercial  education  was  not  tire 
only  education  required. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


A children’s  sports  and  fete  day  at  the 
Sports'  Ground,  Plough-lane,  Wnllington, 
has  been  arranged  by  the  South  Suburban 
Society’s  educational  department. 

Dfr.  Andrew  Summers,  of  the  Anchor 
Society,  London,  who  is  known  to  a large 
number  of  cc-operatoro  on  account  of  his 
enormous-  stature,  and  in  East  London 
journalistic  work,  has  been  the  recipient  of 
a handsome  eighteen  carat  gold  signet  ring 
from  the  choirmaster  aud  members  of  the 
choir  at  St.  Augustine's,  Stepney.  Ho  has 
been  associated  with  the  parish  for  over  forty 
years. 

A concert-meeting  held  on  Monday 
evening  in  connection  with  the  Cowes  (Isle 
of  Wight)  Society,  which,  wap  largely 
attended,  was  addressed  by  Alderman  T. 
DI.  M'Giff  (London),  who  stressed  the  im- 
portance of  unity  at  this  important  period 
in  the  movement’s  history.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Warrior  (president  of  the  eocietv ) was  in 
the  chair. 

In  connection  with  the  Loudon  district 
of  the  National  Co-operative  DIanagers' 
Association  arrangements  were  made  for  a 
visit  by  members  on  Tuesday  to  the  well- 
known  works  of  Messrs.  Baker  Sons  and 
Perkins  Ltd.,  manufacturers  of  bakery  and 
food  producing  machinery.  A considerable 
party  made  the  journey,  starting  from 
Ireman-street  on  Tuesday  morning,  and 
after  seeing  the  various  processes  there, 
and  being  served  with  tea.  they  went  on  to 
the  model  bakery  of  the  North-West 
London  Society,  where  they  inspected  the 
automatic  plant  recently  installed,  which 
bakes  bread  without  its  being  touched  at 
any  point  with  human  hands. 


Nottingham  co-operators  took  a prominent 
part  in  the  May-Day  celebrations  in  con- 
junction with  the  labour  movement  at  Not- 
lingl'ara  on  Sunday.  Tile  nrrMigoineuts 
were  in  the  tuimls  of  a speeial  committee 
consisting  of  the  education  committee  and 
the  employees,  and  their  part  in  the  proces- 
sion reflected  great  credit  on  their  efforts. 

The  Ccnu-ades  of  the  Great  War  Band  was 
followed  in  the  profession  by  decorated 
tableau  ears  depicting  the  “Maypole”  and 

.May  Queen  ” by  members  of  the  Junior 
Guild.  Tlie  decorating  and  arrangements 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  W<  men's  Guild. 
The  members  of  the  Guild  followed  tlreir 
banner,  and  a very  effective  tableau  was 
shown  by  the  bakery  department  depicting  a 
wheafeshenf.  This  reflected  great  credit  on 
the  bakery  manager  (.Mr.  Melclrura).  The 
Buhvell  Co-operative  Society  sent  two 
charabancs.  A fair  number  of  employees 
followed,  and  altogether  the  co-operative 
section  was  the  best  arranged  and  most 
effective  part  of  the ' procession . .Mr.  J.  O. 
W.  Cox  (secretary.  N.U.D.A.W.)  acted  as 
marshal,  of  the  section. 

The  .speakers  representing  the  cu-cperniive 
movement  were  Councillor  A.  J.  Tapping 
(Derby),  Dir.  Joe  Whitwham  (Netlievlield 
Society),  Councillor  A.  Judd  (general 
manager,  Nottingham  Society),  and  .Mrs. 
"Wallis  (Co-operative  and  Labour  member 
Board  of  Guardians). 

Councillor  Tappiug  referred  to'  the  ne<  es- 
sity  of  the  co-operative  movement  taking 
part  in  politics.  He  referred  to  the  busiiiiv* 
classes'  attitude  to  education,  and  said  they 
had  not  a monopoly  of  brains,  hut  simply  of 
opportunities. 

Councillor  Judd  said  the  salvation  of  the 
workers  lay  in  the  co-operative  movement. 

Handbills  explaining  the  objects  and  ap- 
pealing for  members  were  distributed 
amongst  a huge  crowd  in  the  Market-place. 

A resolution  was  carried  unanimously 
offering  fraternal  greetings  to  workers  of  the 
world,  and  calling  lipou  all  to  work  for  tho 
attainment  of  t lie  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth. 


ACTIVITY  AT  KING'S  LYNN. 

The  educational  committee  of  the  King's 
1 yun  Society  closed  a very  .successful  autumn 
and  winter  session  with  a bind  concert 
meeting,  on  Saturday  last,  when  there  was 
a crowded  audience. 

A special  feature  of  the  winter’s  work  has 
Iwen  a monthly  concert  intersperse  1 with  < u- 
, operative  speedles'.  A first-,  hiss  musical 
party  lias  been  engaged,  and  the  attendances 
have  been  very  large  indeed. 

The  society  is  also  running  a sale  for  eight 
days  and  it  has  been  a huge  success  in  every 
possible*  way.  Quite  a huge  quantity  of 
special  parcels,  from  the  C.W’.S.  Silver  town 
productive  and  soap  works,  have  Leon  dis- 
posed of,  in  addition  to  a very  large  quantity 
of  chocolate  and  canned  fruit.  Tire  result 
will  he  beneficial  to  the  Wholesale  Society  ns 
well  as  to  the  local  society.  Orders  have 
been  taken  for  thirty  suits,  and  cash  saiea 
total  £500. 


DIRECT  R E PR ES ENTAT I O N. 


A special  meeting  of  Enfield  Highway 
Society’s  members  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  Direct  Representation  Committee 
was  held  in  the  C'o-operative  Hall  on  Friday 
evening  last  week.  Mr.  John  Hood' (presi- 
dent of  the  society)  occupied  the  chair. 
The  Chairman,  in  his  opening,  remark* 
spoke  of  the  necessity  of  a thorough  re- 
organisation of  the  work  of  the  committee, 
so  that  the  interest  of  co-operators  would 
be  properly  safeguarded  both  on  local  and 
central  governing  bodies.  Alter  i very  in- 
teresting discussion  the  (following  revolu- 
tion was  carried:  — “That  the  secretary 
be  instructed  to  call  in  the  various  ward* 
public  meetings  of  co-operators  resident  in 
each  ward  to  elect  a naid  committee  to 
hold  office  for  the  next  twelve  months. ” 
The  meeting  was  very  enthusiastic,  and 
the  executive  will  take  instant  steps  to 
carry  out  the  terms  of  the  resolution. 


VISIT  TO  GERMANY. 


The  Royal  Arsenal  International  Co- 
operative Travel  Guild  having  accepted  tho 
invitation  of  Heinrich  Kaufmaun,  secretary 
of  the  Zentraiverband  deutscher  Konsiun- 
vereine  (the  German  Co-operative  Cnion), 
to  visit  Germany  during  July  28th  to 
August  4th,  the  following  programme  has 
been  compiled:  — 

July  29th  and  30th.  visit  to  Hamburg. 
Inspection  of  co-operative  stores  and  pro- 
ductive establishments. 

July  31st  and  August  1st,  Berlin.  Drive 
to  Groba  bei  Riesa  to  inspect  co-operativ  ; 
soap  works,  confectionery,  box  and  basket 
manufactories,  and  central  market. 

August  2nd  and  3rd,  Leipzig.  Large 
stores,  bakery,  slaughter-house.  A*. 

In  addition,  the  various  places  ui  interest 
in  each  town  will  be  visited. 
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OUR  BUDGET. 

For  this  past  week  the  chief  topic  of 
conversation  in  the  public  press  and 
out  of  it  has  been  the  Budget.  Round 
millions  of  figures  have  been  banded 
about,  their  roundness  appearing  to 
some  to  be  flat  robbery  of  our  better 
judgment  of  what  is  due  to  the  future, 
such  as  Mr.  Philip  Snowden  deems  them 
in  his  article  on  " How  Labour  would 
make  the  Budget  " in  the  new  " Labour 
Magazine.”  To  others,  such  as  the 
farmers  and  other  income  tax  payers, 
the  relief  of  income  tax — in  millions — 
seems  but  the  very  least  that  the 
Government  could  offer  as  inducement 
to  future  support. 

To  folks  like  ourselves,  whose  weekly 
budgets  include  quarter  pounds  of  tea, 
the  relief' of  4d.  off  foreign  tea  (if  we 
get  it  all)  and  an  amount,  the  exact 
division  of  which  we  cannot  quite  grasp 
— 3^d.  off  British-grown  tea  with  2fd. 
per  lb.  off  cocoa,  and  2d.  per  lb.  off 
coffee — doesn’t  seem  a great  boon. 

No  one  seems  quite  pleased  with  the 
Budget  as  it  stands,  but  we  can  none 
of  us  be  indifferent  to  its  direct  impor- 
tance upon  the  fortunes  of  the  people. 
The  one  satisfactory  item  is  in  the 
reduction  of  postage.  We  are  to  get 
back  to  i£d.  for  letters  and  id.  for  post- 
cards— a relief  which  will  be  appre- 
ciated by  individuals  and  organisations 
alike.  It  may  even  restore  the  picture 
postcard  habit  when  co-operators  visit 
each  other,  as  we  hope  they  will  have 
every  opportunity  of  doing  this  summer. 

Few  of  us  are  able  to  grasp  the  exact 
meaning  of  Budget  figures  or  their  mani- 
pulation, but  it  is  somehow  disquieting 
to  find  that  the  income  last  year  from 
excise  duties  (duties  on  drink)  had 
exceeded  expectations  by  a considerable 
amount.  This  is  a people’s  ' matter, 
and  expenditure  on  alcohol  seems  to  us 
the  worst  possible  way  of  increasing  the 
national  income.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  expects  to  receive  during 
1922-23  £160,750,000  from  excise  duties 
— a vast  sum  to  which  is  attached  more 
misery  and  ill  than  we  care  to  con- 
template. 

v Some  day,  perhaps,  when  the  “ Woman 
with  the  Basket  ” comes  to  a complete 
realisation  of  her  strength  and  power 
through  co-operation,  we  shall  be  able 
to  assist  the  Government  to  make  a 
Budget  free  from  taxes  upon  food  and 
free  also  from  concessions  to  political 
considerations. 


THE 

CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 

The  idea  still  held  by  some  guilds- 
women  that  politics  is  not  their  affair  is 
controverted  by  this  year’s  report  of  the 
Co-operative  Party  to  be  presented  at 
the  Brighton  Congress.  Several  tables 
of  figures  show  the  duty  paid  by  the 
C.W.S.  oh  sugar,  jam,  sweets,  tea,  coffee, 
cocoa,  tobacco,  and  dried  fruits  during 
the  years  1920  and  1921.  Over  eight 
million  pounds  were  paid  during  1921  on 
articles  of  the  value  of  twenty-one-and-a- 
half  millions,  or  7s.  7d.  in  the  pound. 

Now,  Parliament  determines  which 
articles  shall  be  taxed,  and  only  the  right 
people — our  own'  representatives — will 
see  to  the  adjustment  of  these  duties. 

The  duty  on  tea  in  1921  was  iod.  per 
lb. — just  double  what  it  was  in  1914  ; on 
cocoa,  3fd.  per  lb.,  instead  of  id.  ; and 
on  coffee  qld..  against  lid.  Even  with 
these  reductions,  the  prices  of  these 
articles  are  not  brought  down  to  pre-war 
level. 

And  what  about  sugar,  next  to  bread 
the  most  largely  consumed  commodity 
in  the  worker’s  family  ? Sugar  now 
pays  25s.  8d.  per  cwt.  duty,  against 
is.  iod.  in  1914.  We  may  well  sigh  for 
a reduction  in  our  shops  on  the  price  of 
sugar,  but  when  the  duty  alone  comes 
to  over  2|d.  per  lb.,  it  is  no  good  expect- 
ing the  price  to  come  anywhere  near  the 
old  2d.  per  lb. 

It  is  the  incidence  of  taxation  that  is 
wrong,  and  yet  it  is  hard  to  convince 
some  co-operators  that  the  time  to  alter 
such  things  is  when  they  have  a vote  at 
elections. 


MORE  CO-OPERATIVE  FELLOWSHIP 
NEEDED. 

WHY  NOT  SOCIAL  CLUBS  FOR  THE  UNEMPLOYED? 


BY  OUR  OWN  WOMAN  REPRESENTATIVE. 


The  Tragedy  of  the  Unemployed  ! How  it 
forces  itself  upon  us  as  we  go  to  and  from 
our  work,  and  we  note  the  batches  of  men, 
old  and  young,  standing  in  groups  at  street 
corners.  How  many  of  them,  we  wonder, 
are  co-operators,  members  of  our  own 
stores  ? What  are  we  doing  to  help  them  to 
spend  their  time  profitably? 

Some  societies  have  already  started  soc  ial 
clubs  and  institutes,  as  at  Oldham,  Leeds, 
and  Failsworth,  the  reading  and  billiard 
rooms  of  which  will  no  doubt  come  in  handy 
during  the  present  trade  depression.  But 
why  cannot  the  co-operative  club  movement 
be  extended? 

“ A splendid  idea,"  replied  one  woman 
co-operator,  as  we  put  the  suggestion  to  her. 

"Although  we  give  free  food  parcels  to  un- 
employed members,  we  might  do  so  much 
more  for  them  in  the  way  of  making  provi- 
sion; it  will  mean  so  much  more  trade  in 
the  end,”  observed  another  woman  co- 
operator  in  Manchester. 

“ If  only  we  had  a collective  dividend," 
she  continued,  11  the  starting  of  a social  club 
would  be  quite  an  easy  matter.  A few  muni- 
cipalities and  the  Y.M.C.A.  in  our  town 
have  started  special  clubs  for  the  unem- 
ployed, where  they 
can  spend  their 
days  in  reading  or 
recreational  pur- 
suits ; but  if  only 
co-operative  socie- 
ties went  into  the 
scheme,  they  would 
make  it  co-opera- 
tive and  educa- 
tional. Lectures  on 
the  problems  of  the 
day  might  be  given, 
snd  olasses,  with 
debates,  started  on 
economics,  politics, 
and  industry." 

A visit  to  any  of 
the  Women’ s La- 
b o u .r  Exchanges 
just  now  is  heart- 
breaking, while  ser- 
vice on  one  of  the 
Rota  Committees 
which  deal  with 
special  cases  reveals 
clearly  how  cruel 
life  must  be  to  the 
working  woman.  In 
Manchester  unem- 
ployment amongst 
women  is  on  the  in- 
crease, and  while 
speaking  with  one  of  the  leaders  of  these 
workers,  the  statement  was  made  that  few 
ever  go  to  meetings  or  take  any  part  in 
common  action.  What  a chance  here  for  our 
Women’s  Guild  ! Why  not  invite  these 
women  to  a Guild  social? 

Then  what  about  the  adolescents?  True, 
it  is  not  difficult  for  these  to  get  work  to- 
day. One  firm  quite  recently  took  on  fifty 
girls  of  fourteen  and  upwards,  although  they 
were  cutting  down  the  adult  staff  and  re- 
ducing wages.  These  children  accept  lower 


wages.  One  family  of  four  girls  earn  be- 
tween them  £2  4s.  weekly — an  average  of 
13s.  6d.  And  there  is  another  sister  almost 
ready  to  find  a job,  and  who  will  be  used  to 
further  depress  the  labour  market. 

Surely  it  would  be  better  national  economy 
to  keep  children  an  extra  year  at  school  till 
trade  revives.  And  if  education  committees 
followed  such  a course,  the  position  of  adults 
would  not  be  so  desperate. 

But  this  is  digressing  from  the  main  sub- 
ject— co-operative  social  dubs.  Anyway,  it 
suggests  the  thought  that  more  should  be 
done  in  starting  such  clubs  for  our  young 
people,  at  which  classes  could  be  held. 

Another  prominent  Manchester  guilds- 
woman,  when  asked  her  opinion  on  the  idea 
of  social  clubs  for  the  unemployed,  said 
“ Splendid.  Let’s  start  right  away.  Most- 
educational  committees  possess  a room, 
which  they  could  throw  open.  The  cost 
would  be  almost  nil.  Warmer  and  longer 
days  are  coming,  so  that  little  need  be  spent 
on  lighting  and  heating.  Co-operative 
literature,  a few  books  on  travel,  and  auto- 
biographies of  prominent  co-operators  and 
celebrities  are  all  that  are  required.  A 
piano,  if  the  educational  committee  possess 


one,  would  be  a delightful  asset.  The  educa- 
tional secretary  might  arrange  rambles  and 
visits  to  public  parks  and  municipal  build- 
ings. I should  also  like  to  see  social  clubs 
formed  for  the  members.  The  Men’s  and 
Women’s  Guilds  are  not  enough.  I want 
social  institutes  at  every  society,  in  connec- 
tion with  which  literary,  debating,  and 
dramatic  societies  could  be  arranged.  We 
can  only  achieve  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth by  cultivating  a warmer  fellowship 
within  the  movement." 


The  Billiard  Room:  of  the  Leeds  Society’s  Social 
Institute. 


TOWARDS  THE  SOCIAL  COMMONWEALTH. 


WORKING  WOMEN  DECLARE  AGAINST  FUTURE  WARS. 


“ Woman’s  Outlook"  for  May  contains 
an  interview  with  Dr.  Morion  Phillips,  who 
details  the  business  of  the  National  Con- 
ference of  Labour  Women,  held  at  Leaming- 
ton Spa  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  this 
week. 

This  conference,  convened  by  the  Labour 
Party  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee  of  Industrial  Womens 
Organisations,  has  been  representative  of 
a million  organised  women,  and  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Miss  M.  Bondfield,  who,  in 
the  course  of  her  address,  congratulated 
the  representatives  on  the  growth  of  the 
Labour  women’s  movement.  The  political 
sections  were  multiplying,  over  800  sections 
being  in  existence.  The  women’s  group  of 
the  Trade  Unions  Congress  represented 
1,250,000  women  workers  In  trade  unions. 
Then  there  was  the  group  described  as  the 
“ women  with  the  baskets  ” — the  Women's 
Co-operative  Guild. 

Referring  to  the  Budget,  she  said  it  was 
a grossly  unfair,  a dishonest  Budget.  It 
was  estimated  that  the  1 eduction  of  the 
net  tax  was  a relief  of  one  farthing  per 
week  per  head  of  the  population.  If  there 
had  been  a surplus  (they  knew  there  was 
no  honest  surplus)  all  women  would  admit 
that  the  first  reduction  ought  to  have  been 
of  the  tax  on  sugar  from  its  food  value  to 
the  children. 

The  reduction  of  wages  and  unemploy- 
ment had  driven  women  down  to  a state  of 
absolute  terrorism  in  the  workshops.  There 
were  instances  where  under-managers  had 
gone  to  women  and  presented  them  with 
an  ultimatum  of  leaving  their  union  or 
Je-ivt’- - their  emplovme'it.  Thev  thought 
they  had  got  beyond  that  kind  of  thing. 

With  regard  to  the  issue  at  the  next 


general  electiou,  they  must  be  prepared  to 
put  all  their  strength  into  the  reversal  of 
the  suicidal  policy  of  this  Government. 
They  must  be  up  against  hypnotising 
phrases,  giving  as  an  example  the  phrnse 
of  the  Genoa  Conference  ns  “ the  pact  of 
non-aggression."  To  talk  of  Genoa  as  a 
pact  of  non-aggression  was  absolutely 
farcical  when  it  was  announced  there  was 
to  be  no  scheme  of  disarmament.  There 
could  be  no  peace  in  Europe  while  the 
frontiers  of  Hungary,  Poland,  and  Russia 
were  drawn  in  the  way  they  were  at 
Versailles. 

Among  the  resolutions  moved  on  Tues- 
day was  one  welcoming  the  establishment 
of  the  secretariat  in  Great  Britain  of  the 
Working  Women's  International  Federation  ; 
but  most  important  of  all  was  one  viewing 
with  alarm  the  situation  likely  to  he  caused 
by  the  breakdown  of  negotiations  at  Genoa, 
and  congratulating  the  Russians  on  their 
attempts  to  secure  general  disarmament, 
and  calling  on  the  workers  in  all  countries, 
especially  in  France,  in  the  event  of  war 
being  declared  to  make  an  organised  stand 
for  peace  by  refusing  to  take  part  in  war. 

Mrs.  Dewsbnry,  the  president,  repre- 
sented the  English  Women’s  Guild  at  the 
conference. 


‘WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK’ 

Really  Wonderful. 

FRAU  FREUNDLICH  (Vie**)  wri»  -.— 

All  good  wishes  and  compliments  for  the  ipJendid 
magazine.  **  Woman's  Outlook"  It  is  real!)'  wonder- 
ful, and  the  make-np  a marvel.  How  do  you  manage  it  * 


ELECTED  TO  SOCIETIES’ 

COMMITTEES. 

Mrs.  B.  Marshall,  Mrs.  Barsot 
Worcester  Education  Cinder  if  ill  Mail‘  , 
Committee.  inent  Cbnuuittce. 


THE  USES  OF  DIVIDEND. 


Dear  Madam, — I see  there  is  a diff.  iciice 
of  opinion  as  regards  the  use  of  dividend  i„ 
tlie  co-operative  movement.  To  nic,  mid  I 
dare  say  to  hundreds  more,  divided  ]la. 
beon  a great  help. 

But  tIVe  getting  of  dividend  is  nr  L (lie  real 
aim  and  object  of  oo-operalio'i.  It  |,;|V 
drawn  the  people  into  the  mn  ?nnin.  fim 
education  must  b?  our  mainspring  w Iierebv 
we  may  work  out  schemes  to  provide  pen- 
fiohs  for  all,  and  m this  way  clear  away  dug 
terrible  fear  of  the  future. 

What  b the  stumbling  block  10  advance- 
ment? If  only  the  worker-  would  renlise 
the  value  of  loyulty  in  purchasing  and  unity 
in  working  together,  the  thing  could  l*e  douo 
We  cannot  make  the  Suite  do  anything  for 
the  worker  until  the  worker  owns  the-  Suite, 
and  to  my  way  of  flunking  the  only  way  Is  |<1 
scrap  competitive  machinery  and  give  lb,- 
best  that  is  within  us  and  draw  out  the  best 
that  is  in  others. 

Our  officials  and  leaders  should  he  Midi 
shining  lights  that  their  radiance  n ill  <ln,» 
all  to  the  nobler  and  better  ideals  in  uur 
movement,  and  x»c.t  mere  self.- -Yours,  Ac., 
A Guildswoman. 


MARRIED  WOMEN  AND  RAID 
POSITIONS. 


Members  of  the  Women’s  (V-opc«-;itiro 
Guild  are  th©  best  representatives  to  discuss 
the  subject  of  "Married  Women  and  Paid 
Positions,"  because  the  Guild  was  u mar- 
ried women’s  organisation.  Before  the  war 
men  objected  to  women  entering  certain 
occupations  on  the  grounds  that  they  were 
not  suitable,  although  they  were  not  averse 
to  women  in  some  of  the  linrdest  occupa- 
tions. During  the  war  ninnv  occupation' 
were  thrown  open  to  women,  in  which  they 
proved  their  ability.  Now  that  trade  is  Iwid 
women  are  to  be  pushed  out  of  many  occu- 
pations— women  who,  though  married,  are 
forced  to  work  for  a living.  Women  must 
be  allowed  to  map  out  their  own  lives, 
Women  wit  h several  children  had  to  earn  a 
living,  as  the  husband's  wage  is  often  in- 
adequate. Women  doctors  and  teacher* 
should  not  be  dismissed  because  they  «r« 
married.  They  are  just  as  capable,  and  their 
training  has  been  as  expensive  as  the  ) Mill's 
training. 

Thus  spoke  Mrs.  Andrews  (Midland  Sec- 
tional Council)  at  the  Stafford  District 
Conference  held  at  C'annock  on  Saturday 
week  last,  when  Mrs,  Adams  (district  presi- 
dent) occupied  the  chair. 


MORE  WOMEN  ON 

COMMITTEES. 


The  Derby  District  Conference 
last  Saturday  at  Ripley,  when  Mr 
(Walsall  Wood)  gave  an  add  re - 


as  held 
■tckirad’ 
■ Women 


on  Co-operative  Boards  and  Public  Boliev 
The  position  of  married  women  in  paid  I**}* 
tions  should  be  viewed  from  n broad  atnryJ- 
point,  she  said,  ability  and  efficiency  must®® 
paid  for,  and  women  with  capability  slmuB 
Iiave  the  same  pay  as  the  men.  If  "umc'1 
were  prevented  from  taking  their  foil  P!lrt 
in  the  (‘".-operative  movement  they  rould  urn 
expect  them  to  get  elected  -*n  OUtsiJ  • I"  dm- 
Women  brought  dignity  and  tone  l<»  the  <vm- 
mittees  on  which  they  snt,  bur,  while  th#f 
were  willing  to  get  their  own  sex  on  to  vol'i®" 
tary  committees,  tliey  sometimes  look'  d j«# 
a nee  at  women  aspiring  to  paid  p<  sitin' 
Mrs.  Symthen  wanted  to  see  more  worn*# 
on  education  and  management  committ1' 
Mrs.  Webb  (district  committee)  t'lougJ^ 
home  experience  fitted  women  for  scats  o 
management  oommitt-ses.  * 

Mr.  Hill  (Ripley  educational  romniitt' 
said  women  had  a good  deal  to  learn  n®1 
tliey  were  fitted  for  manager10 
committees.  . . .1. 

Mrs.  Grainger  (Ridding*)  n-k?d  » 
speaker  believed  In  reserved  sent- 

Mrs.  Shaw  thought  .single  women  or  ^ 
forced  to  earn  tlieir  living,  if  capable, 
be  preferred  to  married  women  m IT,,J  ' 
Mr.  Angntha  (Ripley  educational  ^ 
mi t tee)  admitted  tlie  need  for  no*11 
boards  of  management.  . 

Mrs.  Wigley  (Derby  district),  won  S . 
vote  of  thanks,  wanted  lndinercn 

»nd  .be 

tion  was  carried.  — ■ 


3TOK  BP  A.  YORKSHIRE— TIIE 

CAPE.— Parti**  catered  tin.— APPJU  kju*" 

»ter  and  District  Cooper*!*™  »*** 
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■tnMPfS  PACES. 

DEVELOPING  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 

CONSCIENCE. 

NORTHERN  WOMEN  MORE  VIGOROUS. 

MRS.  DEWSBURY,  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT,  AT 

NEWCASTLE. 


The  day  was  very  warm  for  early  May  in  the  North  Country,  and  the  room 
was  much  too  small  for  the  number  of  northern  delegates  who  had  come  to  hear 
Mrs.  Dewsbury,  the  Guild  President.  Yet  in  spite  of  the  discomfort,  the  audi- 
ence kept  still  and  keenly  interested.  The  long  period  of  trade  depression  and 
unemployment  had  in  no  way  damped  thoir  enthusiasm,  for  they  saw  in  the 
co-operative  movement  the  only  solution  to  the  present  difficulties.  Two  past 
Guild  Presidents  were  in  the  Newcastle  Society's  hall  when  the  conference 
opened— Mrs.  Wilkins  (Hartlepool)  and  Mrs.  Ferguson  (Darlington),  now 
sectional  secretary ; and  old  memories  were  revived  as  Mrs.  Dewsbury  explained 
the  history  and  the  meaning  of  the  chain  of  office  she  was  wearing 


THE  WORKERS’  ONLY 

SAFEGUARD. 

WOMEN'S  IMPORTANCE  TO  THE 
MOVEMENT. 

Thk  Northern  Sectional  Guild  conference 
was  held  on  Tuesday  of  last  week  in  the 
Newcastle  Society’s  hall,  when  the  large 
attendance  was  an  encouragement  to  the 
Guild  President  and  the  executive,  and  the 
enthusiasm  was  an  indication  of  the  growing 
vigour  of  the  Guild  movement  in  the  north. 

Mrs.  Close  (president  of  the  section)  occu- 
pied the  chair  supported  by  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
{president  of  the  W.C.G.)  and  Mrs.  Ferguson 
(sectional  secretary).  . 

At  the  outset  the  Sectional  President  said 
the  feeling  of  triumph  with  which  she  had 
come  to  Newcastle  that  day  had  turned  to 
sorrow  on  learning  that  Mrs.  Todd  (presi- 
dent of  Newcastle  Central  Guild),  who  had 
lo-welcome  them  that  day,  was  at  the  time 
of  meeting  being  taken  to  her  last  resting- 
place.  The  loss  was  doubly  sad,  and  on  the 
president’s  suggestion  the  guilds  women  paid 
their  last  respects  by  standing. 

Mrs.  Short  took  Mrs.  Todd’s  place,  and 
extended  a welcome  on  behalf  of  Newcastle 
Guilds.  She  referred  to  the  dark  cloud 
under  winch  they  met,  and  paid  tribute  to 
tne  work  of  Mrs.  Todd. 

Mr.  Lax  (president  of  the  Newcastle  So- 
ciety) attended  to  give  a formal  welcome  on 
Mialt  of  the  society.  He  referred  to  the 
importance  of  the  part  the  women  played  in 
die  movement,  and  spoke  of  the  great  in- 
t x'Tken  b-v  tlie  women  in  the  affairs 
ol  the  Newcastle  Society.  The  percentage 
or  women  at  Newcastle  quarterly  meeting  he 
estimated  to  be  eight  women  to  one  man. 
tins  either  showed  the  indifferenoe  of  the 
men  or  the  confidence  of  the  men  in  the 
women.  Co-operation,  how- 
e'er went  beyond  even 
loyalty  to  their  own  so- 
ciety. There  should  be 
co-operation  in  all  things 
#u,{  in  all  dealings  with 
each  other  in  everyday  life. 

(Applause.) 

The  Sectional  President, 
wore  introducing  Mrs. 

Uewsbury,  mentioned  two 
points  upon  which  they 
could  speak  with  feelings 
triumph.  These  were 


POLICY  AND  POLITICS. 

THINK  FOR  YOURSELVES : DO  YOUR 
OWN  WORK. 


Mrs.  Close  (chairman),  on  the  point,  “ let 
married  women  go,”  said  if  this  was  carried 
further,  it  meant  that  married  women  would 
not  be  allowed  to  sit  on  boards  of  manage- 
ment. 

Mrs.  Blackiock  (Sunderland)  held  that  the 
guild  room  was  the  place  to  discuss  matters 
concerning  the  society,  and  not  outside. 

Mrs.  Michael  (Hebburn)  asked  if  C.W.S. 
employees  were  co-operators.  If  co-opera- 
tors got  on  to  Boards  of  Guardians,  they 
should  press  that  applicants  for  relief  be 
allowed  to  go  to  the  stores  for  their  goods. 
Complaints  should  go  to  the  management 
committee.  She  strongly  protested  against 
the  dismissal  of  married  women. 

Miss  M'lntyre  (North  Shields)  said  if  mar- 
ried women  were  to  be  prevented  working 
and  sitting  on  committees,  the  moral  was, 
remain  single.  She  was  opposed  to  amounts 
of  purchase's  per  member  Wing  placed  on 
balance  sheets. 

Mrs.  Robson  (Blaydou)  complained  about 
not  being  able  to  get  C.W.S.  productions, 
and  they  had  not  open  membership,  to. en- 
able the  women  to  voice  their  complaints. 

Mrs.  Tozer  (Brampton)  asked  if  open 
membership  was  possible,  as  some  societies 
had  a rule  that  members  must-have  £5  as 
6hare  capital. 

Miss  Webster  (Jar row) : Whilst  there  is 
unemployment  we  cannot  have  good  co- 
operative trade. 

Mrs.  Duffy  (Haverton  Hill) : Would  not 
our  troubles  be  solved  by  studying  politics? 

Mrs.  Dewsbury,  replying,  said  the  ques- 
tion of  unemployment  and  a way  out  was  a 
question  of  policy  and  politics.  In  regard  to 


the 


appointment  of  Mrs. 


Cottrell  to  the  C.W.S. 
directorate  and  the  choice 
ui -Miss  LI-  Davies  as  Pre- 
sident of  Brighton  Con- 
eress  Sli6  emphasised  the 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  Lax 
,,ut  remarked  that,  al- 
iough  the  proportion  of 
omen  at  quarterly  meet- 
gs  might  bo  eight  to  one, 
e percentage  was  not  the 
2? Jn  tbe  official  ranks.  So  far  as  the 
i er  .discussion  that  day  was  con- 
ilerelmLi  view  was  tbat  when  a woman 
tint  *'  a £°-°Peratlv«  conscience  she  felt 
Lime  she  went  past  her  own 
T*  i ■ romni,tted  a crime. 

Paner  \rllg  on  the  various  points  iu  the 
■Wnoiifc  Den-sbury  condemned  the  f.dse 
th«  R.1  4 % Government,  particularly  in 

It's oni  at  10,1  P«L>urtment,  and  the  thought- 
»on,p„  -y  °gai.»st  women,  especially-  married 
"*  vanous  positions.  On' the  sub- 
JPPeS  c.°~°Perative  trade  she  made  a strong 
'lie  «,:i  °ya  t-Y  to  Hie  movement,  which 
pIcnC^M-ould  solve  the  problem  of  unem- 
tU  "ithiu  the  movement,  and  among 
{ruff  ';l!ly  sensible  words  of  advice  she 
plaintTcii^ff  . the  su£gestion  that  cmn- 

“'^iitient 1 **  Sent  d,r€cfc  to  a board  of 


CONSUMER  ALWAYS  THE  VICTIM. 
Bright  gold  Dows  from  sweated  land 
Into  capital's  coders  strong  and  grand: 

And  the  merchant  presses  tor  blessed  Free  Trade, 
Still  you,  the  consumer,  a victim's  made. 


Russia,  the  Government  did  not  face  the 
future.  Wrong  people  were  in  the  Govern- 
ment. Industry  must  be  organised  co- 
operatively. And  if  co-operators  believed 
in  their  own  movement,  they  must  send  then- 
own  people  to  represent  them. 

Mrs.  Fyfe  (Carlisle),  moving  the  vote  of 
thanks,  said  that  they  must  think  for  them- 
selves und  do  their  own  work. 

Miss  Barnes  (Carlisle)  seconded,  and 

Mrs.  Ferguson  (sectional  secretary),  sup- 
porting, said  the  Sectional  Council  had  that 
morning  decided  to  take  definite  steps  to 
bring  pressure  on  societies  which  still  closed 
their  doors  to  the  women.  She  urged 
the  representatives  present  to  go  back  to 
their  societies  and  use  all  their  power  to 
obtain  support  for  Mrs.  Dewsbury  for  the 
board  of  the  Natipnal  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society. 


Hie  ] [erence  of  Guilds  in  connection  with 
C.W*  *l  ®oc*ety  was  held  recently  in  the 
Mr*  r,  1SSombI-V  Hall,  London  Councillor 
gaL,  ” e-v  (president)  welcomed  the  dele- 
hornkx-  su,l)P01'ied  by  Mesdames  Benton, 
kti  e",V L^ugston,  Lucas,  Meehan,  Mort- 
E kntbblt,g'  ^ozz>.  Webber.  Webster,  and 
iwat^°U  ^’retury).  There  were  101 
gujjjg  s present,  representing  forty-nine 
5Qd  ]WrV l'r,ln"  *be  area  from  Brentwood 
hiscU,.- ford  to,  Hampton  and  Twickenham. 

toob  place  on  Labour  Dnv  and 
*ccielv  q ” concerning  the  guilds  arid  tlie 
- • , fac  t ion  was  expressed  at  the 


Jn  tlip  ..  riviiisertion  of  guild  programmes 

Sitk?J,eateheaf-"  Th®  women  mem- 

J*>e  mc-p t I!1  ° na Re™en.t  committee  addressed 
J^Ms  i and  how  best 

Sir,  23d.  Mp  th«r  Sociotie,.'  Mrs. 
ij'hessp-  • -,8-  Gas  son  gave  interesting 
ire  eslidni,-  various  questions. 

,^,2  Of  C.w  S.  corsets,  skirts, 


l^revi, 


Ac., 


The  Cinder  Hill  Guild  lias  a member  on  the 
society’s  management  ' committee  and  five 
members  on  the  educational  committee. 

The  annual  distric-t  conference  of  the 
North  Metropolitan  District  wad ; held  at 
Hertford  last  week.  Mis'.  King  was  in  the 
chair.  The  President  ot'  the  local  guild 
welcomed  the  delegates,  and  after  tlie  annual 
report  and  balance-sheet  liad  been! adopted 
Mrs.  Pidgeon  (sectional  secretary)  spoke  cn 
“ Unemployment  and  Co-open  live  Trade.” 
She  also  urged  delegates  to  pfesA'  forward 
the  claims  of  Mrs.  Dewsbury  for  a seat  on 
the  Newspaper  Board.  A-  resolution  in 
favour  of  a Congress -Fund  was  moved  bv 
the  Harringay  branch  and  carried  unani- 
mously. This  fund  is  to  be  raised  by  each 
branch  contributing  at  least  a halfpenny  'per 
member  per  annum  out  of  guild  funds.  The 
result  of  the  election  was  a»-  follows: 
Mesdames  Jary,  Malcolm,  Squire.  Soane, 
Coe,  and  Howson  (committee),  Mrs.  Ripnin 
(secretary). 


WOMEN  ON  ALL  COMMITTEES. 

SAY  YORKSHIRE  GUILDERS. 


V ITH  unemployment  so  rampant,  there  is 
a temptation  amongst  women  to  be  continu- 
ally on  the  look-out  for  something  they  think 
is  cheap,  said  Airs.  Robinson  of  the  York- 
shire Sectional  Council,  when  speaking  at 
the  Dewsbury  and  Huddersfield  District  Con- 
ference, held  at  Ossett  on  Saturday  last. 

Though  " Loyalty  to  the  Stores  ” and 
“ AAomen  on  Committees”  were  the  themes 
of  her  address,  the  speaker  dealt  with  the 
early  days  and  history  of  the  Women’s  Guild, 
showing  how  in  the  cld  days  the  women  were 
always  told  to  “ Come  and  Buy  at  the 
Stores  but  never  “ Why.” 

lo-day,  however,  the  women  were  moving 
ior  themselves,  and  were  proving  their  value 
not  only  as  stores’  members,  but  on  educa- 
tional and  management  committees;  and 
especially  sliould  women  concern  themselves 
with  the  formation  of  children’s  classes  and 
Comrades  Circles  for  the  adolescents,  of 
which  they  had  good  examples  in  Sheffield. 
Mra  Robinson  also  referred  to  women’s  work 
on  Public  Health  and  other  outside  bodies 
Mrs.  V aye  (Wakefield)  said  they  all  ought 
to  rejoice  to  think  that  Mrs.  Cottrell  had 
been  elected  to  the  C.W.S.  Board.  She  con- 
tended  that  women  should  be  on  all  com- 
mittees of  a public  character.  They  must 
work  harder  to  get  their  own  women  elected 
to  Parliament  and  on  all  local  bodies. 

Mrs.  Wilson  (H-eckmondwike)  said  work- 
ing  womeu  were,  most  necessary  on  Boards 
“fi  ians  because  they  were  in  sympathy 
with  those  who  had  to  ask  for  relief. 

Mrs.  Lumm  (Dewsbury)  told  how  the 
childrens  classes  liad  been  cancelled  at 
Dewsbury,  but  the  educational  committee 


realising  that  this  was  false  economv  would 
probably  re-start  next  session. 

Mr  Lucas  (Ossett)  said  they  had  3,000 
members,  but  the  average  purchasing  power 
of  each  was  only  13s.  6d.  per  week,  showing 
the  noad  tor  greater  loyalty.  Tliev  had  been 
unable  to  sell  cheap  butter  in  the  stores,  yet 
women  members  had  been  seen  hurrying  u> 
private  shops  for  it. 

Mrs  Jaques  (Heckmondwike)  told  how  she 
owed  her  position  on  the  management  com- 
mittee to  the  women's,  efforts.  The  appeal 
for  increased  loyalty  always  came  to  the 
women.  Why  not  start  at  the  top?  Were 
co-operative  employees  loyal?  Whv  were 
the  co-operative  shops  stocked  with  private 
traders’  goods?  She  agreed  that  children 
should  be  educated  co-operatively 

Mil.  Anmuid  (Bntle.v)  regrstted  tl.ov  had 
no  women  on  their  management  committee. 
I he  women  mere  prepared  to  assist  in  the 
election  of  one. 

Mr.  Robinson  (president,  Ossett  Society) 
said  women  had  made  a considerable  contri- 
bution to  the  movement. 

Replying,  Mrs.  Robinson  said  it  was  quite 
true  that  womeu  depended  upon  their  sisters 
in  their  ‘endeavour  to  secure  positions  oil 
boards  and  committees.  She  could  easily 
trace  her  success  a®  a Guardian  to  the  effoi  ts 
of  tlie  Sheffield  Girildswiomen. 

Airs.  Brace  (Dewsbury)  moved,  and  Mrs. 
Pearson  (Dewsbury  seconded  the  vote  of 
thanks,  while  Mrs.  Seott  (Dewsburv) 
supported . 

Tlie  welcome  was  extended  by  Mrs.  Singla- 
ton  (president  of  the  guild)  and  Mr.  Robin- 
sou  (president  of  the  society),  while  Airs. 
Bagnall  (district  president)  occupied  the 
chair. 


C.W.S.  SPECIAL  OFFER 


OBTAINABLE  THROUGH  i 


1 ALL  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES. 


TWEED  SKIRTS 

— AT  — 

8s.  lid. 

SEE  ILLUSTRATION  ON  PAGE  J6, 

- AND  — 

Buy  a C.W.S.  Tweed  Skirt  Now. 


THEY  ARE  SPLENDID  VALUE. 


ONE  DAY  OLD. 


As  Strong  and  Hardy  as  the 
Co-op2rativ2  Movement. 

Send  to  C.W.S.  Poultry  Section,  Han- 
over Street,  Manchester,  for  price  list  of 
chicks  and  eggs  from  Prize  birds  bred 
on  C.W.S.  Farms. 

Your  Store  Manager  has  a copy;  and 
you'll  get  dividend  as  well  as 
satisfaction. 


Cocoa, 

a C/uiA'ffz. 


ASK  FO»  IT  AT  THE 

COOPERATIVE 

STORE 
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CALENDAR. 


13  3.  Educational  Fellowship  (Merseyside  Branch).— 
Annual  Meeting,  at  102,  Walton-road,  LivOr- 
pool,  at  7 p.m. 

„ Midland  Section.— Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  the  f'o-operalive  Hall,  Lincoln,  at  2-45 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Co-operative 
Policy  in  Relation  to  the  Organisation  ol 
Retail  Trade.”  Paper  by  Mr.  G.  Harris 
(Midland  Sectional  Board). 

,,  North-Western  Educational  Association  (Group 
9)  —Conference  in  the  Regent  Parade  Rooms, 
High  Harrogate,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
,.,i“sion  - ” Education  Publicity. " Paper  by 
Councillor  W.  Litchfield,  J.P.  (Hull). 

„ North-Western  Educational  Association  (No.  <1 
Group).— Conference  in  the  Assembly  Room, 
Stand-lane,  RadelifTe,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : ” Young  Co-operators  and  Their 
Co-operative  Education.”  Address  by  Mr. 
W.  P.  Watkins  (Co-operative  Union). 

„ ,,  North-Western  Section.— Calderdale  District 
Conference,  in  the  Guild  Room.  North 
Parade,  Halifax,  ut  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
mission : " Co-operative  Societies  and  Pre- 

scnl-Day  Problems." 

„ North-West*  rn  Section.— Dewsbury  District 
Association  : - Special  Conference,  in  Hie 
Salem  Church  Lecture  Hall,  Dewsbury-,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : ” Problems 
Confronting  the  Movement.”  Address  by 
- Mr.  W.  Rose  (Slieftlcld). 

Northern  Section.— Cuinberland  and  Westmor- 
land District  Conference,  in  the  Co-opc-ra- 
tive  Hull.  Cleator  Moor,  at  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Publications  of  the 
Movement”;  to  be  introduced  by  a repre- 
sentative from  the  -National  Publishing 
Society. 

,,  Northern  Section.— Norlli  Northumberland  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Primitive  Metho- 
dist Chapel,  Guide  Post,  at  2-15  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : ” Co-operative  Prob- 

lems, 1922  ";  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  J. 
Gray  (Broombill). 

„ „ Northern  Section.— South  Durham  and  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  District  Conference,  in 
the'  Liberal  Club  Room,  High-street,  North- 
allerton, at  2 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
“ Co-operation  and  Trade  Unionism.  Ad- 
dress by  .Mr.  G.  W.  Bollands  (S-ectionol 
board). 

„ Southern  Section  — Annual  Conference,  in  the 
C.W.S.  Assembly  Room,  Lemnii-street,  Lon- 
don E 1 at  2-30— p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Annual  Report  of  Hie  Southern 
Section.” 

,,  ,,  Southern  Section. — Beds,  and  Bucks.  District 
Conference,  in  Hie  British  Schoolroom, 
Wcston-road,  Olney,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion;  "The  Co-operative  Party.” 
Speaker,  Mr.  Rees  (organised,  Co-operative 
Party). 

t,  Women's  Guild.— Bolton  District  Conference, 

1 in  the  Co-operative  Hall.  Steoley-lune,  Chor- 

lev,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" Workers'  Press."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Bamford 
Tomlinson  (editor.  " Women's  Pages," 
“ Oo-operative  News  ''). 

,,  „ Women's  Guild.— Yorkshire  Sectional  Confer- 
ence. in  the  People's  Hall,  Albion-street, 
Leeds,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
” Unemployment  and  Co-operntive  Trade.” 
Speaker,  Miss  Enfield  (general  secretary). 

15  M.  Women's  Guild. — Cheshire  and  North  Wales 

District  Conference,  in. the  Co-operative  Hull, 
162,  Walton-road,  Liverpool,  nt  2-30  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  ; ” Constitution  of  the 
Guild."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Matthews  (sectional 

„ „ Women's  ' 'Guild. — Manchester  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hull,  Pendleton, 
at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
'•  National  and  International  Co-operation." 
Speaker,  Mr.  Mercer  (prospective  Co-opera- 
tive Parliamentary  candidate  for  Moss  Side 
Division,  Manchester). 

16  Tu.  Women’s  Guild.— Wilts  District  Conference,  at 

the  Church  Hall,  Chippenham,  nt  2-30  p.m. 
Speaker,  Mrs.  -Archer  (sectional  secretary). 

17  W.  Women's  Guild.— Rochdale  District  Conference, 

in  tbo  (Ni-operative  Hall,  Knowsley-slreet, 
Burv,  nt  6-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" Tlie  Press  and  Democracy."  Speaker,  Mrs. 
Bamford  Tomlinson. 

20  S.  Southern  Section.— Surrey  District  Conference, 
in  the  Wesleyan  Schoolroom.  Addleslone,  ut 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  ; " A Word 
on  Amalgamation."  Paper  by  Mr.  W.  W. 
Rose  (secretary,  Addlestone  Society). 

„ ,,  North-Western  Section.— Airedale  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Church  Schools,  Birkenshaw, 
at  3-30  p.m.  Subject  for  consideration  : 
" Lovnlty — a Co-operative  Necessity";  to  be 
introduced  by  Mr.  T.  V/.  Mercer  (Co-opera- 
tive Union). 

„ ,,  Midland  Section  (Coventry  District). — Annual 
Meeting,  in  the  Co-operative  Room,  Chapel- 
street,  Rugby,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cession:  "Co-operative  Assurance:  Its  Ad- 
vantages to  the  Movement."  Header  of 
jiaper.  Mr.  S.  Palmer  (superintendent,  ('.IS., 
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North-Western  Section.— Macclesfield,  Crewe, 
and  District,  Conference,  in  the  Co-operative 
Hull,  Weaver-street,  Winsford,  at  3-15  p.m. 
Subject  for  consideration  ; " What  Co-ope.ro- 
tion  Really  Stands  For";  to  be  introduced 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brown  (Manchester). 

Women's  Guild— Macclesfield  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Guild  Room,  Market-street, 
Long  ton,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Unemployment  and  Co-operative 

Trade.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  Greenwood  (Sectional 
Council). 

Women's  Guild.— (Midland  Sectional  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Exeter-rcud, 
Northampton,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " Unemployment  and  Co-operative 
Trade."  Speaker,'  Mrs.  Barton  (assistant 
general  secretary).  ■ 

North-Western  Section.— North-East  Uincflshire 
District  Conference,  in  the  Rending  Room, 
Sowerby-street,  Pudfham,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : " Matters  of  Importance  Com- 
ing before  Ute  Brighton  Congress";  to  be 
introduced  bv  Mr.  J,  Bradshaw  (secretary, 
North-Western  Section). 

Women's  Guild. — North-East  Lancashire  Dis- 
trito Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hull, 
ltochdale-road,  Bacup,  at  2-30  p.m. 

North-Western  Section.— Oldham  District  Oon- 
feretiee.  in  the  Kiln  Green  School,  adjoining 
the  Railway  Station,  Diggle,  at  3-15  p.in. 
Subject  for  consideration  : " Oo-operators  and 
their  Press”;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  .1. 
A.  Flanagan  (edit>  r-iri-Jiief,  National  Pub- 
lishing Society). 

Women's  Guild. — South  Yorkshire  Di-trict  Con- 
ference, nt  1.  Joliii-street;  Doncaster,  at  2-30 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : Women's 

Guild  Congress  Agenda."  Speaker,  Mrs. 
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“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Readable  " Trad:  Union 
Taper.  Published  fortnightly 
(on  Saturdayi).  Price  2<L, 
from  bren-b  secretaries,  or  3d. 
rest  free  from  Central  Office — 
"Oakley,"  'Wilmilew  Road, 
Followficld,  Manchester, 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


COLNE  AND  DISTRICT  COOPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED.— Wanted,  WORKING  MANAGER  for 
large  modern  Bakery  doing  100  sacks  weekly;  'appli- 
cants must  be  thoroughly  experienced  in  bread  and 
confectionery,  up-to-date  machinery,  and  the  control  of 
moil. — Apply,  stating  age,  wages  required,  and  giving 
two  references,  to  the  Secretary  not  later  than  May 
17th. 


DRAPERY  — HEAD-SALESWOMAN  Wanted,  with  ex- 
perience in  the  movement : must  be  goctl  stock- 
keeper,  window- dresser,  and  saleswoman;  thoroughly 
experienced;  N.l'.D.A.W.  scale  of  wages  paid;  good 
opportunity  to  iijcrei)se  trade. — Applications,  to  be 
accompanied  by  recent  testimonials,  to  be  forwarded 
by  May  23rd  to  W.  Jenkins,  Secretary.  Co-operative 
Society,  Newtown,  Mid-Wales 


M" 


TVr ANAGER  AND  BUYER  FOR  BOOT  FACTOR Y.— 
ItA  Wanted,  for  <ibovo,  a thoroughly  practical  an<l 
up-to-date  MAN,  experienced  in  all  branches  of  the 
trade;  none  others  need  apply;  factory  produces  light, 
medium,  and  heavy  goods;  capacity  2.000  pairs  per 
week;  go.  d salary  to  light  man. — Applications,  stating 
age,  wage,  and  experience,  accompanied  by  two  recent 
testimonials  (copies  only),  cn  :r  before  first  post, 
Wednfsdny,  May  17th,  endorsed  " Manager,"  to  S.cre- 
taiy,  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
10.  Albion-street,  Leeds. 


SECRETARY  Required  immediately  for  Cromer  So- 
ciety at  a salary  of  £156  per  year;  membership 
750.— State  qualifications  and  forward  copies  of  testi- 
monials to  Committee,  Prinee  of  Wales-read,  C'rouier. 

THE  Committee  of  the  Fylde  Industrial  C'o-optrntivc 
Society  Ltd.  wish  to  'thank  Hie  numerous  appli- 
cants  - for  the  positions  of  GENERAL  MANAGER  and 
SECRETARY,  and  to  say  the  vacancies  have  now  been 
filled. 

THE  Committee  of  Saw-don  Co-operative  Society  b'g 
to  thank  applicants  for  position  of  GENERAL 
MANAGER,  and  to  say  thut  an  appointment  has  been 
made. 

TRAVELLER  Wanted  for  Wholesale  Clothing  Co- 
operative Society  for  north  and  south;  commission 
basis;  existing  connections  will  be.  handed  over  to 
reliable  men.— Write  full  particulars  (in  confidence), 
Box  86,  " Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 

A^ITANTED,  by  Kowick  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
IT  a FULL-TIME  SECRETARY,  with  good  co- 
operative experience  and  organiser;  two  branches; 
covering^  wide  rural  area,  with  sales  over  £40,000.— 
Applications,  giving  full  particulars  of  wage  required 
and  testimonials,  by  the  20th  iiist.,  to  the  Secretary, 
Howiek  Co-operative  Society,  Lesbury,  Northumberland. 


RANTED  by  large  society  in  Hie  North-Western 
t T Section,  thoroughly  experienced  FOREMAN  for 
Pork  Factory. — Replies,  stating  age,  wage,  experience, 
and  references,  to  Box  87,  "Co-operative  News,"  M/e. 


3T«T.\NTED.  a capable  MANAGERESS  to  take  charge 
tv  of  our  new  Confectionery  Shop  and  Cold  at 
Oleethorpes ; in  addition  to  the  ordinary  business,  we 
anticipate  there  will  be  n fairly  largo  visitors'  trade 
in  the  cafe  during  the  summer  .season,  extending  prob- 
ably about  ten  weeks.— Applications,  stating  age.  ex- 
perience, and  copies  of  testimonials,  if  any  (which  will 
not  be  returned),  to  be  forwarded  to  Hie  Great  Grimsby 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  123,  Freeman-st.,  Grimsby. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 

housemen, CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
Jong  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalguniated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-strect,  London,  W.C.l. 


BAKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Binfield,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sydney-street.  London,  S.W. 


('I  H EMI  ST,  junior  or  improver,  Requires  SITUATION; 

age  20;  5 years'  dispensing  and  counter  experi- 
ence; photography;  good  references.— Box  81,  "Co- 
operative News,"  Manchester. 


DRAPERY  — Brancli  Manager,  age  25,  seeks  change, 
as  SHOP  (MANAGER  or  BRANCH  MANAGER; 
I-t’-S.  student;  good  salesman  and  windnw-drewr ; 
excellent  j-efs.— Box  83.  "Co-operative  News,"  M c. 

DRAPERY  MANAGER  desires  CHANGE;  9 years 
present  society;  20  years'  drapery  experience ; 
good  refs.— j^pply.  Box  85,  " Co-operative  News,"  M e. 

IAUNDRY  MANAGER,  practical  in  all  departments, 
-A  including  Dry  Cleaning  and  Dyeing,  Requires 
Post  os  M ANAGER  of  Co-operative  Laundry;  staunch 
co-operator.— Box  84,  " Co-operative  News,”  Manchester. 


■flfURIHNC  MANAGER  (35).  Grocery.  Provision: 
T T and  General,  10  years'  co-operative  exporienci 
seeks  Position;  town  or  country;  ex.  Tefs.  for  gen.  mat 
—Address,  " Grocer,"  4,  Devonsliirc-st.,  All  Suir.t-,  M . 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ONE  Hunt's  DOUBLE-DECK  OVEN. for  SALE;  10ft. 

bv  6ft.;  bottom  oven, ‘draw-plate;  top  oven,  peel. 
Also  ONE-SACK  DOUGH-3IIXER,  with  (lour  elevator 
and  tempering  tank. — For  particulars,  apply,  Derby 
Co-operative  Society,  Albert-street,  Derby. 


18  Th.  Women's  Guild. — South-East  Metropolitan  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  large  Room  over  Stores, 
Bexlev  Heath,  at  2 30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion ; "Guild  Machinery:  Its  Uses.” 

Speaker,  Mrs.  Leighton  (Sectional  Council 
member). 

,,  ,,  Men's  Guild  (South  .Yorkshire  District).— Con- 
» ference  in  Shiregreen  Institute, "Sheffield,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " My  Ex- 
periences in  Russia."  Speaker,  Sir.  J. 
llawkins  (C.W.S.  director). 

Cl  W.  Women's  Guild. — East  Durham  District  Confer- 
cikv,  in  the  Hedlevc  School.  Argvle-street, 
Ilebburn,  at  2-45  p.iu.  Speaker,  Mr.  Howie. 


~ COMPLETE.— PAPER  LETTER  and  FIGURE 
CUTTING  SYSTEM.—"  Priino,"  Dept.  B.,  27, 
Clarendon-road^  Blackpool. 

Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real  thing. 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London ; produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  E-xeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors.  Exeter  Co-operative . and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

17I0R  SALE  Hunt's  DOUGH-MIXING  MACHINE.  20- 
’ stone  capacity;  reasonable  "Hers  invited. — Apply 
or  write,  Honley  Co-operative  Society,  cr.  H udder.- field. 


ng  condition;  will  deliver 
miles. — Apply,  WILSON,  Midland  Wood' 
street,  Birmingham. 


Motors  for  sale— ••  BeLize  " van.  15-20  h.p.; 

carry  20  cwts.;  van  body  fitted  with  runner- 
ior  bread  trays;  in  good  running  order.  "Dennis" 
MOTOR  LURRY;  40 'h.p  ; 4-tonner.  1920  model;  as 
new;  may  be  inspected  at  the  Society’s  Garage.  Dawber- 
street.  Wigan. — Offers  to  be  addres-ed  to  the  Secretary, 
Wigan  and  District  Equitable  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.. 
Standishgate,  Wigan. 


LTPHOLSTERED  GOODS  for  comfort  and  wear;  co- 
J operatively  made;  we.  can  supply  through  your 
society. — Write'  Midland  Woodworker-,  Bristol-street, 
Birmingham. 

WORK ING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  * Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society’s 
Restaurant. 

Quality  is  Right.  Prices  are  Right. 

Note  the  Address  : ALBION  STREET. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  maxufac- 

TURING  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Addrc.3,  Fui.ton  Street.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 


APARTMENTS. 


BARMOUTH.— Co-oi>erative  visitors  are  invited  to 
trade  at  the  STORES,  HIGH-ST.,  where  they  will 
get  their  favourite  brands  in  Groceries  and  Provisions. 


BLACKPOOL.— Misses  Smith  & Haworth,  No.  2 
ClevedOn-road,  N.S.;  late  41,  Bank-street’ 
Superior  APARTMENTS  or  BOARD  RESIDENCE;  near 
sea  and  Talbot  Station ; piano. 

C”~  OUNTR Y HOLIDA YS.-Evsy  reach  -a  and  towu; 

bed  and  sit.  room;  co-op.  bungalow;  hoard, 
attend.— Mrs.  Gardiner;  " Oneida,"  Grove-lane,  Christ- 
church, Hants. 


DOUGLAS.—"  Claremont,"  Loch  Promenade;  Pri. 

Hotel  and  Boarding  Estab. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  " Claremont,"  Dougla-.— Tariff  frotri 
C.  N.  Chadwick,  Proprietor. 


D' 


.OUGLAS,  1. 0.31. — Mrs.  Horne,  lute  of  Flixton  and 
Irlatti;  7 minutes  from  boot;  most  central;  home 
home;  terms  moderate.—"  Seacliff,"  6,  Church-id. 


D 


OUGLAS.  I.O.M. — Mrs.  TAYl.oh  is  now  baking 
dates;  home  comforts;  prettiest  part  of  Douglas. 


— 6,  Oupen's-uvenue. 


Douglas,  i.o.m.-miss  b.  calmster,  Endciiiie," 
26,  Bucks-road,  for  Comfortable  Apartments; 
book  early;  cable  ears  put  you  down  ut  the  door; 
established  over  forty  yea rs. 


TO  THE  MOVEMENT  GENERALLY. — When  arrang- 
ing your  trips  and  picnics,  remember  that  for 
beauty  the  High  Peal;  is  unsurpassable;  Hayficld  is  the 
best  centre  for  Kinder  Scout  and  the  beautiful  moors.— 
Teas  provided  for  parlies,  if  notice  given,  bv  the  Hay- 
field  Co-operative  Society  any  day  except  Sunday.  Fix 

«P  now- ■ 


IT  r R Q HOLIDAY  CAMP,  ROTHESAY. 
1 • • li  • kto  • — Open  May  to  September; 

terms,  35s.  weekly. — Apply,  Camp,  United 


FNTERTAINERS. 

ANC'ASHIRE'S  FOREMOST. — To  Educatioiyd  Sccre- 
J lories.  If  you  require  something  new  and  novel 
r your  next  season's  programmes,  write  at  once  to 
ikd  Brierlby,  Elocutionist,  5.  Balfour-street,  Oldham. 


MARGARET.MURCH.in  whole-evening  HUMOROUS 
and  DRAMATIC' RECITALS  from  Sltakespcare, 
Dickens,  Barry  Pain,  Ac. ' song  and  pianoforte  inter- 
ludes by  Marian  Murch;  now  liooking  dates,  Autumn 
and  winter.— Address,  Highor-Brooks-lane,  Street,  Som. 

SOUTHERN  COOPERATIVE  ENTE  RT  A TNMENT 

AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  arlistea 
to  R HfBBERD,  66,  Great  Prcscott-street,  London,  E.l. 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER’S  " MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 
a success.  Repertoire,  &o.  Calus,  Fetes,  Garden 
Partie.s  fully  supplied;  terms  mod  — 15,  Wunvick-street, 
Hulme,  Manche-ster. — Tel.  1163  Central. 


Co-operative  Summer  Schools, 1922 

SCHOOLS  FOR  ADULTS 

will  be  h.ld  as  follows  : 

SCOTLAND — Carltton  Turrels,  Ayr. 
ENGLAND  — Orleton  College,  ScarbeYough  ; 
Leighton,  Parkgate  (on  the  Des  Estuary),  Cheshire  ; 
The  Grange,  Folkestone  ; Bradley  Court  College, 
MitcheldeaD,  Gloucester ; Whympstone  Hall,  near 
Plymouth.  Brussels.  Belgium. 

SCHOOLS  FOR  JUNIORS 

will  be  held  at  Hill  End  House,  Bricrcliffe,  Burnley  ; 
Shorne’.Is,  Woolwich. 

Full  particulars  of  these  Schoits  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  C.  E. 
WOOD.  Education  Department,  HahjccJ.c  House.  Ha  rover  Street. 
Manchester. 


PLYMOUTH  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S  HOLIDAY 
HOME, 

WHYMPSTONE  HALL.  NEAR  MODBURY. 
(Under  New  Management.) 

Ideal  place  to  spend  a holiday. 

Home  Comforts.  Delightful  Scenery.  Beautiful 
Walk-. 


Tariff  unlit  end  May,  £2  per  week  inclusive. 

Tariff  week-end  (Saturday  Tea  to  Monday  Ereak- 


f HFQTFR  The  City  everybody  should 

vll  LJ  I Lal\»  see — and  the  beautiful  Dee. 
Parlies  not  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheons 

and  Teas  at  the 

CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOREGATE  ST. 

Terms  on  application. 


GETTING  the 


BEST  " 


CLEANING 


Unless  the  L.D.W.  are  doing  your  work. 

tS?B  co-operative  service. 

(Beit  in  the  Country) 


LEICESTER  DYE  WORKS: 

Tel.  1»SS.  Cardigan  St,  LEICESTER- 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LTD. 

Southern  Section, 


The  Enfield  Highway  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.  beg  to  intimate  lhatthe  Sec- 
retary of  their  Educational  Committee 


Mr. 


DAVID  MASON 

has  been  Dominated  by  them  for  a seat  on  the 

CENTRAL  EOARD. 


Mr.  Mas^n  has  had  an  aU-round  experience  in  the 
Co-operative  Movement,  is  a capable  administrator, 
with  a wide  knowledge  of  o-operation,  bo  h on  the 
business  and  educational  sides.  He  is  a Trade 
Unionist  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  of  long  standing, 
progressive  in  views,  and  in  every  way  a suitable 
Candidate. 

JOHN  HOOD.  President. 

EDMUND  HARKER.  Scaetay, 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION, 

North-Western  Sectional 
Board  Election. 

The  Blackburn  (Amalgamated) 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

solicit  the  votes  and  support  of  Societies  on  behalf 
of  their  Nominee, 

. James  Hopwood. 

A Co-operator  of  26  years’  stanc  i ig,  he  lias  bees 
an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Macagemmi  (or 
a number  o(  years,  and  or.  the  Executive  ol  his 
own  Trade  Unioa  during  the  past  twelve  - -ar*. 
A conv  ncing  and  fluent  spciker,  licit  full  of 
enthusiasm  for  Propaganda  and  Educational  work 
in  conncc'ion  with  the  movement,  and  lid  token 
classes  on  the  Co-operative  Union  Text-Book, 

“ Indu  lrinl  Co-operati-n." 

He  is  in  every  respect  a real  good  man,  and  w« 
confidently  request  your  support. 

JOHN  WILD  NORTH,  Proidrat. 


CO  OPER  VTIVE  UNION  LTD. 

NORTH-WESTERN  SECTION. 

CENTRAL  BOARD  ELECTION, 

SOCIETIES’  VOTES 

are  solicited  for 

Mr. 

Thomas  Cunningham 

the  nominee  of  the 

Beswick  Co-operative  Society  Ld. 


A Candidate  with  ability  and  ex- 
perience i n administration  o f 
Co-operative,  Trade  Union,  and 
Labour  organisations,  and  an 
energetic  worker. 


Co-operative  Union  Limited. 


North  western  Sectional  Board. 


VOTE  FOR 


JOHN  UPSON, 

J.P., 

the  Candidate  of  the 
Warrington  Society;  a 
capable  administrator  and 
public  npeaker,  with 
special  educational  c*' 
perience. 


JliY  13,  193*/. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


H6YIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Data 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


"X.L,"  "Ecelos,"  " Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST..  MANCHESTER. 
Brandies : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.Q. 


If  you 
want 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

CRVICCABLE  sperope 
HOES  FOR  SBP"i 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address : SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD.,  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Manufactured  by  tho 

WIGSTON  HOSIERS  Ltd., 

Wlgston  (Co-operativo 
Productive  Society). 


Jisepli  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR 


DOUGH  KNEIIDERS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 
PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE,  K1NCSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2 


Telephone  : 

301  PETERBOROUGH. 


Sole  Sales  Agsnts  for 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  EdinDurjjii. 


-J o6e  Reliable  Jiome  £Dyes.  — 


DRUMMER 

DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON. 

1 ■ Makers  of  Edges  “3)  oily  fdlue”  $ "ZDolly  6 re  am.' 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


T.H.  TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

ESTABLISHED  1887- 


Is  the  BOOS  fpr 

, wB  Oys^rJ 
} SiumT : Rdt&bte  j 
m"  v BcstV\Lue  : y 

Crompton.  Boot  ' 

W*  I & U.  W jrks , Did'jronoJi 


u 


the  ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURHLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Ox'ord  Shirtings,  Grandrelles,  Flannelelt.*, 
Silesi&s,  Lincnettes,  Lustres,  & Silkete.-n  Lining  i ; 
also  oi  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHF.TH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  pear  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culchelh  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Croqokt. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culchelh  Hall, 

Newchnrch.  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 
Telephone  323  Lstgb. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Orange  Quinine,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
Sarsaparilla  Compound,  Pancak:  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd,  Tab'c  Jellies. 

Perjcd  in  Quality.  : : : : Moderate  in  Pries. 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droytsden. 


\K7  A MT'E*  ^11  Co-operafors  & 
* * aXIi  £ S-a\J ^ Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help  Br0V“1  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Sjcitty  Ltd.,  Park  Hills,  Lctk,  Staffordshire. 

Sowing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Clo«lne 
Twist.  Tailors’  Bntton-Holo  Twist,  Ac.  Bindfora 
Boot  Loops.  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  tho  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Uuion  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS,  Road, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  STEST  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operalive  Society. 

Woodhousc  M ils,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Rcgd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


I‘0 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO- OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

and 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


* 

I AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


* 

* 

* 

* 


Pels  w Polish 


I STILL  SHINING.  § 

* * 
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Ask  your  Store  Manager  to  obtain 
particulars  of  the 

FEDERATION  MOTOR  CYCLE 

Fitted  with  2^-h.p.  J.A,P.  Engine. 


May  13,  19*» 

HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO. 

“Jennie”  is  the  Brand. 

HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO. 


SOAP  OF  THE  C.W.S.  MAKE 
IS 

PURE  in  QUALITY 

and  an  Economical  Cleanser 
for  Household  Purposes. 


C.W.S.  TOILET  SOAPS. 

WONDERFUL  VALUE. 

C.W.S.  Tablets— Glycerine  and 
Cucumber,  Oatmeal,  Parma 
Violet,  Brown  Windsor, 
Glycerine  and  Oatmeal,  White 
Rose,  Wallflower,  Cold  Cream, 
&c.,  &c. 


Ask  Jor  these  at  your  Store— these  Soaps 
are  made  for  Co-operators. 


THE 

PEOPLE’S  YEAR 
BOOK,  1922. 

Only  a few  copies  now  rexaio. 

SINGLE  COPIES  SUPPLIED, 

2s.  Post  Free, 

from  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  Balloon  Street, 
Manchester. 

Committees,  Guild',  and  groups  of  employee 
will  be  supplied,  carriage  paid,  at  the  rate  o 

12  Copies  for  18s. 

Orders  for  six  copies  will  be  supplied  for  9s. — an 
,ffer  made  to  enable  all  ihe  employees  at  any  large 
branch  to  secure  a copy  of  this  useful  co-opefative 
handbook. 


SUTOX 

C.W.S.  Shredded  Suet. 

Puts  LIFE  ESdlSE: 


Ask  your  Drapery  Manager  to  show  you  this 
Splendidly  Made,  Perfectly  Finished, 
and  Always  Wearable 

C.W.S. 

TWEED  SKIRT 


The  C.W.S,  Tweed  Skirt 

is  sold  at  all  Stores  at 

8$.  lid. 


So  great  has  been  the  demand  we  expect  supplies 
from  the  works  will  shortly  be  exhausted,  but 
orders  received  from  Stores  during  the  coming 
week  can  be  executed  promptly. 


Jire  you  re-papering  your  rooms?  ■ j 

□ 

If  so,  get  a packet  of 

C.W.S.  SUPERIOR 
CONCENTRATED 


MANUFACTURED  AND  PREPARED  AT  THE 
C.W.S.  GLUE 
WORKS,  PONTEFRACT. 


This  Concentrated  Size  it  made  of  fine  and  pur' 
mateii.il>,  and  by  it.  use  n greil  laving  .1  effected  ia 
both  time  and  labour. 

Managers  o(  Co-opeotive  Building  and  Works  Depsit. 
mcnls,  and  individual  members.  ihoulJ  ask  at  their 
own  Stores  to: 

C.W.S.  SIZE 

PURE.  SUPERIOR.  CONCENTR.ATED, 


T "magic 

BASKET.” 

The  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  Balloon  Street, 
Manchester,  has  prepared  a 

Beautifully  Illustrated  Pamphlet 

lo .help  societies  in  pushing  out  for  more  trade. 


SECRETARIES  OF  GUILDS.  COUNCILS  AND  COM- 

MITTEES,  are  invited  to  apply  now  (or  copies  lor 
tiee  diftrioution— sending  particulars  o(  the  numb* 
they  can  usefully  distrioulc  ainonj  th-ir  ikijK- 
hours  and  (ricndl. 

Get  Busy  in  Getting  More  Trade. 


ADD 


SUTOX 

to  your 

MILK  PUDDINGS. 


« ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 


& ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  * 


*********** 


* 

* 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


OATS. 


THESE  are  put  up  in  1-lb.  and  2-lb.  Packets  by  the  C.W.S.  at 
Bristol.  They  are  made  from  the  finest  Pinhead  Oatmeal,  and 
are  highly  dried  and  concentrated,  requiring  much  less  in  quantity 
to  produce  the  same  results  as  other,  porridge  foods. 
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— An  — 

A capital 

CREMO 

Prepared  with 

Ideal  Food 

Bone  A Muscle 

OATS  are 

— the  — 

for  Children 

Producing 

most 

Minimum  of 

and  Invalids. 

Food. 

Nutritious. 

Cooking. 

OATS. 


ASK  AT  YOUR  STORE  FOR  “CREMO”  OATS— C.W.S.  PORRIDGE  FOOD. 


»*«*««***##*#*###*#*¥***********  #**#*##*«**#  *^**3*************** 


Printed  and  Publiahod  bj  the  KlTIoaai.  CO-ora&inra  £vsi  15HI.SO  Socitti  LudTXD,  ai  their  Office*.  Locf  Miniate.  Manchester.— Saturday.  May  Utii,  1522. 


Co-opgJUTivi  News.  and  JOUR  SAL  or  Assoenjp  Industry, 

SHOULDERS  TO  THE  WHEEL— See  page  5, 


STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  of 

C.W.S. 

£ 

/ 

v H ** 
£/f/, 

*©  */s  / 

PRICE  TWOPENCE. 

BISCUITS. 

Journal  of  Associated  lnduslru^ 

No.  2,660.  No.  160.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  May  20,  1922.  Registered  m a Newspaper 


SUTOX 

C.W.8.  Shredded  Suet. 

Puts  LIFE  PuddlnE*' 


The  Wheatsheaf 

HOLIDAY 

GUIDE 

is  selling  splendidly.  Already 

200  Societies 

— have  sold  — 
16,000  copies 

and  there  is  still  a chance  for,  a few 
hundreds  of  the  others  to  secure  copies 
for  sale — if  they  make  early  application. 

Railway  Fares  are  Falling, 
Holidays  are  Lengthening, 
Co-operators  are  Holidaying, 

and  the  Wheatsheaf  Holiday  Guide  is 

indispensable  to  all  perplexed 
as  to  where  to  go. 

Members  should  ask  for  a copy  (2d.) 
at  their  Store,  or  they  can  get  it 
from  the  Railway  Bookstalls 
of  W.  H.  Smith  & Son. 

Every  Store  should  Sell  the  Guido. 

Poslfree,  3d.,  from  IVhcatsheaf,  Balloon 
Street,  Manchestir, 


“SUN-KISSED” 

Finney  Whitings 

ARE  A DELIGHTFUL 
: TABLE  NOVELTY.  : 


Cured  at  the  C.W.S.  Fish 
Curing  Establishments  at 
Fleetwood  & North  Shields. 

Packed  in  Cartons  of  I lb.  net 
to  sell  at  £>d,  in  the  Stores. 


The  C.W.S.  Fish  Section  io 
introducing  several  new  specialitiei 
likely  to  bring  business  to  Stores 
wanting  a Trade  Revival  Try  the 

“SUN-KISSED" 
FINNEY  WHITINGS 

Nutritious.  Appetising.  Gratifying. 


HOW  TO  BRING  GRIST  TO 

OUR  MILLS. 

NATIONAL  COMPETITION  FOR  BAKERS. 

RICH  MAY  BE  THE  REWARDS. 

By  C.  SMETHURST  (Publicity  Organiser,  Manchester  and  Salford  Society). 


A few  weeks  ago  co-operative  bakers  in 
the  Manchester  district  had  a competition 
iri  the  production,  of  whit*  and  brown  com- 
mercial loaves  from  C.W.S.  flour,  and  by 
the  number  of  entries  received  and  the 
apparent  enthusiasm  in  the  Mitchell 
Memorial  Hall  on  the  day  of  the  judging, 
the  event  must  have  gratified  those  respon- 
sible for  its  promotion.  I take  the  liberty 
of  urging  a repetition  of  such  competitive 
festivals  organised  on  a far  larger  scale. 

The  co-operative  movement  -is  a powerful 
organisation,  capable  of  great  achievement. 
With  its  retail  societies  everywhere,  and 
travellers  covering  the  country,  there  is  no 
reason  why  in  a very  short  time  we  could 
not  . run  a competition  on  national  lines 
wliioh  would  absolutely  eclipse  all  efforts 
organised  by  the  private  trader. 
London,  ever  since  the  latter  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  iias  regularly  held  its 
annual  baking  competitions,  drawing  entries 
and  interested  spectators  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  Glasgow’s  annual 
event  is  now  past,  and  a glance  at  the  trade 
papers  reveal  that  other  national  competi- 
tions are  approaching.  It  is  interesting-^,© 
note  that  in.  connection  with  these,  enter- 
prising managers  of  several  co-operative 
bakeries  pay  to  compete,  and  ns  a rule  figure 
well  among  the  winners.  Our  movoment 
needs  more  trade  for  its  mills,  and  it  is  up 
to  us  to  take  advantage  of  every  oppor- 
tunity—like  the  private  trader — of  bring- 
ing grist  to  the  mill.  To  attain  this,  why 
not  hold,  say  in  tho  autumn  of  this  year,  a 
two  or  three  days’  competitive  festival,  to 
be  open  to  all  managers,  foremen,  and 
bakers  engaged  in  oo-operntive  societies 
throughput  the  country?  In  conjunction 
with  such  a competition,  district  competi- 
tions might  be  held,  with  speciul  prizes  for 
the  distripb  carrying  off  the  highest  number 
of  awards.  Special  classes  could  also  be 
introduced  for  Scottish,  Irish,  and  Welsh 
societies,  which  would  assist  in  making  the 
event  a really  representative  and  first-rate 
show.  Suoh  a festival  meanB  the  prepara- 
tion and  issue  of  a comprehensive  competi- 
tion schedule. 

Prize  List  Second  to  None.  | 

Instead  of  being  confined  to  white  and 
brown  commercial  loaves,  the  schedule 
should  contain  classes  for  the  following 
bread: — Exhibition  loaf,  exhibition  Coburg 
or  Brunswick  loaf,  exhibition  cottage  loaf, 
^exhibition  malt  loaf,  milk  loaf,  wheatmeal 
loaf.  Also  other  classes  for  iced  and  deco- 
rated wedding  cakes,  eyt  wedding  cake  (iced 
and  undecorated),  iced  and  decorated 
Christmas  or  birthday  cakes,  scones,  tea- 
cakes, muffins  and  crumpets,  general  morn- 
ing goods,  cream  horns,  Eccles  cakes,  fancy 
biscuits,  macaroons,  almond  slices,  merin- 
gues, general  fancies,  pork  pies,  sponge 
cakes,  sponge  roll,  decorated  1-lb.  cake. 
Madeira  cake,  fruit  cake,  slab  cake,  and  so 
on.  It  will  be  seen  at  a glance  what  a fine 
display  such  an  effort  would  produce.  Of 
course,  it  would  be  a stipulation  that  only 
Wholesale  flour  and  ingredients  were  used. 
The  federations,  no  doubt,  would  see  the 
wisdom  of  offering  silver  cups  or  challenge 
shields  for  competition  in  connection  with 
classes  to  lie  established  specially  for  their 
products.  - There  is  no.  doubt  whatever  we 
could  offer  a prize  list  second  to  none  in 
the  cotmtry,  and  the  prizes  offered  would 
pull  in  the  entries. 

A hundred  or  more  medals  would  be  re- 
quired as  awards  for  first,  second,  and  third 


prize  winners,  and  the  cost  of  these,  as  in 
the  case  of  other  exhibitions,  could  be  met 
from  the  entry  fees  received.  It  might  be 
argued  that  our  movement  lias  no  need  to 
extract  entry  fees.  Well  and  good  if  there 
is  a fund  available  from  which  to  provide 
the  prizes.  But  to  my  mind  it  can  be 
worked  without  free  publicity  throughout 
Britain,  for  the  co-operative  movement 
would  be  the  outcome  of  a national  competi- 
tive festival.  Every  medal  winner,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  awarded  “very  highly  com- 
mended,” “highly  commended,”  and 
“ commended,”  would  be  presented  with  a 
handsome  diploma  printed  In  colours. 
These  diplomas — and  quite  a few  hundred 
would  be  awarded— prominently  displayed  in 
co-operative  confectionery  shops  through- 
out the  land,  would  be  the  means  of  arous- 
ing public  interest  in  cooperative  bread 
and  confectionery.  In  the  case  of  a society 
wirtning  a diploma,  it  could  be  so  arranged 
that  they  had  a duplicate  of  the  diploma  for 
ns  many  confectionery  shops  as  that  society 
had  open  to  the  public.  Challenge  shields 
and  silver  cups,  of  which  it  is ’quit*  reason- 
able to  expect  a number  to  be  offered  for 
competition,  always  possess  excellent  pulling 
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power  when  properly  displayed  in  a shop 
window,  and  as  these  are  not  usually  won 
outright,  they  in  time  work  their  way  round 
the  country.  Free  paragraphs,  giving 
names  of  winners,  might  also  be  obtained 
in  all  local  newspapers  covered  by  the  suc- 
cessful competitors. 

Open  the  Co-operative  Door. 

Opportunities  for  propaganda  ought  never 
to  be  lost.  Whenever  and  wherever  a com- 
petition is  held,  the  best  possible  use  should 
be  made  of  it.  After  judging  has  taken 
place,  and  inspection  bv  competitors  over, 
the  general  public  should  be  invited  to  view 
the  exhibits.  This  is  a splendid  means  of 
attracting  many  thousands  of  residents — 
otherwise  difficult  to  reach — to  come  and 
6ee  what  co-operation  is  capable  of  doing. 
Personally.  I believe  it  to  be  a very  good 
way  of  helping  to  bring  big  business  to  our 
factories. 

Without  in  any  way  reflecting  on  the 
ability  or  integrity  of  the  judges  recently 
employed  at  Manchester,  l venture  to  sug- 
gest it  would  be  quite  in  keeping  with  a 
national  event  to  secure  the  services  of 
judges  accustomed  to  officiating  at  national 
competitions,  and  I think  we  would  find  the 
required  number  forthcoming.  The  effort 
would  tend  to  produce  the  highest  standard 
of  efficiency,  and  our  constant  aim  should 
be  to  give  our  members  the  very  best. 


EMPLOYEES  AND 

COMMITTEES. 

HOW  HARMONY  MAY  BE 

SECURED. 

SUCCESSFUL  EXPERIMENT 

AT  PORTSEA. 

The  coi  respondence  on  the  subject  of  the 
relations  between  the  movement  and  its  em- 
ployees (should  receive  the  attention  of  every 
committeeman  and  every  employee.  That 
is  a view  expressed  previously  by  the  “ Co- 
operative News  ” and  reinforced  in  a letter 
from  Mr.  R.  White  (chairman  of  the  Joint-  ' 
Staff  Committee- of  the  Portsen  Society). 

Mr.  White  agrees  with  other  contributors 
-that  in  recent  years  there  ha,  not  l>een  the 
same  feeling  of  comradeship  between 
management  and  staff  as  obtained  in  the 
early  days.  This  is,  in  hi*  opinion,  mainly 
because  the  growth  of  the  movement  has 
made  it  almost  impossible  for  those  in 
authority  to  be  personally  acquainted  uitli 
all  these  under  them  ; and  because  owing  to 
the  rapid  increase  in  business  and  conse- 
quent increase  in  the  number  of 
employees,  we  -engage  men  and 
women  ip  exactly  the  same  manner 
as  a private  employer  would,  and  without 
any  particular  reference  as  to  the  extent  of 
their  sympathies  and  feelings  towards  co- 
opera  lion.  Consequently,  lie  believes  tho 
percentage  of  employees  who  take  a real,  Jive 
interest  in  the  movement  for  which  they 
work  is  muob  smaller  than  in. the  early  days. 

Two  years  ago  lie  realised  that,  although 
the  management  committee  (of  which  he  is  a 
member)  and  the  employees  were  on  fairly 
good  terms,  it  was  considered  t lint  there 
should  he  a closer  relationship  between  the 
management  and  staff.  Eventually  a sub- 
committee was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
position  and  draw  up  detailed  proposals  to 
pqt  before  a meeting  of  the  employees.  The 
meetiug  of  employees  was  held,  and  proved 
a huge  success,  the  hall  being  crowded  out. 
The  interest  created  was  such  that  some  of 
the  employees  in  the  branches  in  the  sur- 
rounding country  district  came  in  at  their 
own  expense.  A small  committee  was 
elected  to  confer  with  the  management,  and 
eventually  the  final  proposals  were  recom- 
mended for  acceptance  to  a further  success- 
ful meeting  of  the-  staff. 

The  result  was  the  formation  of  a joint 
committee  to  secure  to  tho  employees  a 
greater  share  in  the  resixmsibility  for  the 
determination  and  observance  of  the  condi- 
tions under  which  their  work  13  carried  on  ; 
and  to  promote  the  best  use  of  the  ability  ol 
the  stuff,  the  interests  of  co-operation,  and 
other  serious  and  educational  objects. 

Mr.  White  submits  that  the  scheme  tends 
to  harmony  between  the  committee  and  the 
employees.  Success,  he  says,  has  attended 
Portsea's  efforts.  They  have  created  u 
desirable  atmosphere  in  which  the  work  can 
go  forward.  The  managing  secretary  of  this 
society,  or  the  secretary  of  the  joint  staff 
committee  will  be  only  too  pleased,  ho 
believe*,  to  answer  any  inquiries  from  thojo 
interested. 

Thrift. 

Another  point  he  wishes  to  mention  is  in 
relation  to  the  report  of  the  Special  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  re  Superannuation  of  Co- 
operative Employees.  This  matter  w as  dealt 
with  by  the  joint  staff  committee,  and  a. 
statement  was  circulated  to  the  employees 
briefly  outlining  the  report.  The  joint  Fluff 
committee  recommended  that  an  employees 
thrift  fund  be  formed  in  connection  with  the 
society,  tl*e  formation  of  such  fund  to  l*o 
conditional  upon  the  employees  agreeing  to 
the  committee  of  the  soc  iety  recommending, 
and  the  members  of  the  society  agreeing, 
that  this  is  an  alternative  to  the  present 
payment  of  bonus— rules  to  be  altered 
accordingly.  The  members  have  expressed 
their  approval. 

How  many  societies  (Mr.  \\  lute  neks)  have 
taken  action?  How  many  will  >k-  111  the 
position  in  five  years’  time  to  sav  they  have 
their  portion  ready  tc  put  in  the  ihx>1  to  form 
the  superannuation  fundi 
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UNDERTAKINGS. 


" CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


When  the  National  Federation  of 
Launderers,  through  a Fulham  member, 
obtained  an  injunction  against  the  Fulham 
Borough  Council’s'  increasingly  popular 
la  undry,  it  may  have  been  thought  that 
the  idea  of  municipal  washing  had  been 
downed  for  ever.  But  thus  most  useful 
form  of  public  service  has  survived  the 
attack  made -upon  it  by  one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  highly  organised  association 
of  employers. 

Quite  recently  a very  representative 
meeting  of  eighteen  Metropolitan  borough 
councils  assembled  and  mapped  out  an 
aggressive  campaign  in  favour  of  municipal 
laundries.  A resolution  woe  passed  calling 
for  amendment  of  the  out-of-date  Baths 
and  Public  Wash-house  Acts;  and  the 
Minister  of  Health  is  to  be  asked  to  receive 
a deputation  which  will  lay  before  him 
convincing  evidence  in  support  of  extend- 
ing the  powers  of  local  bodies  anxious  to 
meet  this  growing  public  need. 

It  is  surely  a significant  fact  that  this 
organised  move  of  these  London  borough 
councils  has  been  closely  followed  by  the 
official  recognition  given  by  the  Launderers’ 
Federation  of  the  .identical  washing  methods 
aimed  at  by  certain  local  government 
bodies.  At  the  national  congress  at  Edin- 
burgh of  the  Laundry  Masters’  Associa- 
tion the  question  of  semi-finished  services 
was  discussed.  Disguised  and  explained 
as  it  may  be,  the  washing  and  mangling 
process  simply  means  the  treatment  of 
soiled  goods  in  ^precisely  the  same  way  as 
operated  under  the  original  Fulham  in- 
hibited system. 

New  Methods  in  Operation. 

For  reasons  well  known  to  those  in  touch 
with  the  laundry  position,  but  which  have 
no  direct  bearing  upon  the  subject  now 
undeT  review,  the  proprietors  of  power 
laundries  now  consider  it  very  good  business 
to  adopt  methods  which  a short  time  ago 
they  decried  as  impracticable.  Of  course, 
this  change  of  front  will  in  no  way  diminish 
future-  hostility  to  municipal  laundries. 
These  will  still  be  bitterly  assailed  as  sacri- 
legious encroachments  on  the  sacred  ground 
of  private  trading;  but  assuredly  the 
champions  of  the  Fulham  programme  can 
justly  lay  a claim  to  having  forced  on  their  , 
selfish  opponents  a system  of  great  public 
utility.  So  again,  it  may  be  said,  public 
interest  lias  heavily  scored. 

This  new  laundry  policy  should  arouse  a 
deeper  interest  amongst  active  co-operative 
leaders  than  at  first  appears  to  centre 
around  this  unexpected  development.  In 
certain  industrial  districts,  notably  in  Lan- 
cashire, there  exist  many  very  fine  co-opera- 
tive laundries.  Societies  so  concerned  will 
now,  no  doubt.,  evince  alertness  in  explor- 
ing this  novel  laundry  position.  The  com- 
mercial laundries  adopting  the  semi- 
finished services  will  enter  into  keener  com- 
petition, especially  in  working-class  areas, 
with  those  who  adhere  to  the  old  system. 

There’s  Saving  In  It. 

An  explanation  of  this  American  method 
should  prove  useful  both  to  societies  now 
running  laundries  and  to  those  who,  in  the 
course  of  their  development,  may  embark 
upon  laundry  trading.  Semi-finished  ser- 
vice is  simply  the  rough-dried  process 
carried  a stage  further  by  means  of  the 
large— commonly  multiple  — steam-heated 

calendering  machines.  As  is  generally 
known,  such  machines  uot  only  give  perfect 
results,  but  they  enhance  the  siglitliuess 
of  the  goods  passed  through  them.  If 
properly  geared,  blanketted.  and  operated 
they  get  through  vast  quantities  of  work 
very  cheaply  and  rapidly.  As  they  can  be 
fed  with  work  straight  from  the  hydro- 
extractors,  they  save  the  labour  and 
expense  formerly  entailed  in  the  drying 
process.  During  the  war  laundrymen  dis- 
covered that  numerous  articles  formerly 
hand-ironed,  could  be  calendered  with  few 
complaints  from  customers.  Pyjama  and 
under-pants,  working  shirts,  linen  aprons, 
and  a variety  of  other  articles,  including 
the  majority  ofNflannels.  are  now  “ finished 
off”  by  these  glorified  mangles.  This  fact 
has,  for  obvious  reasons,  been  a carefullv- 


kepfc  trade  secret.  There  has  been  no 
sharing  with  _ the  public  the  money  saved 
by  an  elimination  of  the  cost  of  hand- 
ironing. It  may  with  safety  be  anticipated 
that  large  family  laundries  catering  for 
high-class  trade,  where  they  engage  in 
semi-finished  services  will  take  full  advan- 
tage of  their  customers’  inability  or  disin- 
clination to  complete  the  laundering  of 
their  work  at  home.  So  that  big  power 
laundries  will  continue  practically  un- 
affected by  the  new  system.  Their  pro- 
prietors will  even  possibly  gain  without 
any  exertion  or  expense  on  tlieir  part  that 
class  of  family  washing  which  those  who 
take  up  the  new  method  may  he  obliged  to 
abandon,  so  that  the  volti-faced  men,  those 
of  acute  directive  ability,  may  continue  to 
enjoy  their  40  per  cent,  profit.  This  attrac- 
tive margin  may  even  be  increased  by  the 
fact  that  thousands  of  hand-ironers  will 
become  unemployed,  and  thus  the  plenteous- 
ness  of  labour  will  tend  to  make  it  cheap. 

Up  Against  Riva.’s, 

It  may  be,  therefore,  in  the  near  future 
a matter  of  . “ Hobson's  choice  ” with  co- 
operative societies  engaged  in  the  laundry 
business  to  adopt  this  Yankee  system. 
Close  personal  study  and  practical  experi- 
ence derived  from  expert  but  impartial 
sources  should  b.e  brought  to  bear  on  this 
question.  The  directors  jvpd  managers  con- 
cerned will  naturally  ignore  the  platitudes 
which  fill  the  columns  of  the  capitalistic 
press.  The  publicity  department  of  the 
Launderers’  Federation  will  indubitably  do 
everything  that  is  possible  to  avert  the 
coming  of  municipal  or  the  development  of 
co-operative  laundries.  It  will  be  found 
that  when  and  where  co-operative  laundries 
voluntarily  or  by  force  of  circumstances 
adopt  the  semi-finished  system,  the  transition 
from  present  methods  may  be  made  without 
very  great  outlay.  While  large  washing 
machines,  with  from  eight  to  thirty-two 
compartments,  undoubtedly  facilitate  the 
handling  of  innumerable  bags,  organisation 
will  negative  the  idea  that  all  email 
machines  mpst  be  scrapped.  The  question 
of  time  is  of  far  greater  importance  than 
machine  capacity.  And  it  is  well  on  the 
cards  that  a short  system  of  washing 
hitherto  unknown  in  commercial  laundries 
will  be  at  the  disposal  of  municipal  and 
> co-operative'  laundries  when  the  proper 
moment  arrives. 

As  to  the  elaborated  steam  mangles, 
known  euphemistically  as  calenders,  it  is 
undeniable  that  America  produces  mon- 
sters of  this  type  which  absolutely  eat 
work.  Many  co-operative  laundries  have 
quite  recent  examples  of  such  machines 
running.  In  such  cases  little  difficulty  will 
be  experienced.  In  the  ease  of  those  socie- 
ties operating  the  very  serviceable  single- 
roller.  calenders  increasing  the  number  of 
operatives,  both  “feeders”  and  “takers 
off,”  yvill,  as  far  as  many  of  the  smaller 
articles  go,  largely  multiply  the  machines’ 
capacity.  Without  at  all  speeding  up  the 
fair  output  of  the  .workers,  as  advocated 
by  a grandiose  champion  of  laundry  em- 
ployers in  a paper  entitled  “The  Psycho- 
logy of  Labour  in  Relation  to  Staff 
Control,”  managers  of  co-operative  laundry 
plants  will  find  it  possible  to  increase  the 
capacity  of  decoudin  machines  without  im- 
posing extra  stress  upon  the  girls  operating 
them. 

Co-operative  societies  need  entertain  no 
qualms  about  clashing  with  the  future 
operations  of  those  who  are,  from  London 
to  Edinburgh,  pressing  the  public  needs  for 
municipal  laundries.  Indeed,  each  of  these 
forces  must  inevitably  help  the  other. 
Neither  should  there  be  any  compunction 
about  meeting  and  fighting  the  cohorts  of 
the  National  Federation  of  Launderers. 
Public  and  workers  have  for  too  long  been 
held  in  a merciless  stranglehold,  due  largely 
to  the  lack  of  organisation  of  the  victims. 
The  directors  of  co-operative  societies  are 
not  moved  by  pursuit  of  profit  for  enrich- 
ment of  self.  And  the  public  generally,  and 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  movement  pa^tiem- 
larly,  will  gain  nojt  merely  by  the, main- 
tenance, but  by.  the  .extension  pf  co-pparpr. 
tive  laundries. 


BY  "DEMOCRITUS* 


When  it  was  agreed,  by  representatives  of 
the  central  co-operative  organisations,  that 
the  time  was  not  ripe  for  the  institution  of 
a co-operative  daily  newspaper,  that  decision 
gave  the  extreme  left  wing  o£  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  an  opportunity  of  which  they 
were  not  slow  to  avail  themselves.  They 
had  already  tried,  and  so  far  failed,  to  bring 
the  movement  into  a political  alliance  with 
the  Labour  Party;  and,  apparently,  the 
immediate  prospects  of  getting  Congress  to 
accept  any  such  political  alliance  had  receded 
into  the  background. 

But  the  real  “ revolutionist  ” is  not  easily 
discouraged.  Knock  him  down  in  one  place 
and  lie  pops  up  in  another.  Nihilism  was  the 
constant  terror  of  a whole  dynasty  of  Czars. 
But  when  the  Czardom  was  swept  away,  the 
hands  that  struck  the  blow  were  not 
Nihilist,  .for  the  philosophy  of  Nihilism  had 
ceased  to  exist. 

“ Fusion  With  Other  Forces.” 

So  in  the  co-operative  movement,  it  is  uot 
sufficient-  to  defeat  any  one  particular 
attempt  at  alliance  with  another  political 
“ party.”  Defeated  in  one  direction,  as  was 
the  case  in  different  ways  both  at  Bristol  and 
Scarborough,  the  promoters  of  the  alliance 
will  look  about  them  for.  new  means  of 
attack,  and  they  have  found  this  in  the  ad- 
mission that  the  time  is  not  yet  ripe  to  estab- 
lish a oo-operative  daily.  For  the  argument 
follows  so  naturally.  If  the  co-operative 
movement  cannot  afford  to  run  a daily  for 
the  present,  why  not  unite  the  co-operative 
movement  with  the>  Labour  forces  with  a 
view  to  running  a daily  newspaper  between 
them.  This  policy  has  actually  been  put 
forward  for  consideration  at  the  Brighton 
Congress.  Several  important  parties  to  any 
such  development — including  the  Union,  the 
Wholesales,  the  Productive  Federation,  and 
tlie  National  Co-operative'  Publishing 
• Society — have  met  together  and  decided  that 
initiative  in  the  matter  of  a co-operative 
daily  I'ests  with  the  National  Publishing 
Society.  Nevertheless  a resolution  embody- 
ing the  idea  of  fusion  is  to  be  tabled  for 
Brighton.  If  such  a resolution  could  be  car- 
ried it  would  be  a tremendous  victory  for 
the  fusionists.  A formal  political  alliance 
with  the  Labour  Party  mould  be  nothing 
compared  with  it.  Under  the  working 
alliance  it  would  never  be  possible  to  commit 
the  co-operative  movement  to  extremist  pio- 
posals  without  its  knowledge.  There  would 
have  to  be  meetings,  and  formal  resolutions, 
and  discussions  before  anything  definite  was 
ever  decided.  A joint  Labour  ond  Co-opera- 
tive newspaper,  on  the  other  hand,  would  be 
n horse  of  an  entirely  diffenent  colour.  Of 
course,  such  a joint  newspaper  would  have 
to  have  a joint  board  of  management  and 
sucji  a board  would  direct  the  general 
policy  of  the  paper;  but  while  a board 
or  committee  can  direct  the  policy  of  a 
paper,  it  cannot^  control  it.  Broad  lines 
can  be  laid  down  for  the  editor's  guidance, 
but  you  cannot  have  a committee  meeting  to 
decide  what  is  to  be  said  in  every  article. 
Consequently,  at  any  moment,  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  if  it  were  jointly  responsible 
with  Labour  and  the  Trade  Unions  for  the 
conduct  of  a newspaper,  might  wake  up  one 
morning  to  find  that  it  bad  been  irrevocably 
committed  in  an  editorial  to  political  courses 
which  it  might  deprecate. 

Circumstances  frequently  arise,  and  have 
arisen,  when  the  co-operative  movement  is 
attacked  politically,  and  therefore  must  act 
politically.  For  such  reasons  it  is  not  un- 
wise to  have  co-operative  representatives,  or 
at  least  co-operative  sympathisers  in  Parlia- 
ment ; but  that  is  an  entirely  different  thing 
from  fusion  with  any  political  party,  or, 
what  comes  to  the  same  thing,  joining  with 
a political  party  in  the  ownership  and  di-ec- 
tion  of  a daily  newspaper. 

Let  us  seek  an  illustration  from  another 
sphere.  Cricket  is  essentially  a game ; hut 
circumstances  may  arise,  and  have  arisen, 
when  cricket  lias  been  attacked  politically, 
calling  upon  cricketers  to  take  specific- 
action.  For  instance,  only  the  other  day  the 
Essex  County  Cricket  Club  defended  a test 
case  tried  in  the  Conrts,  against  the  Enter- 
tainment Tax  being  applied  to  the  subscrip- 
tions of  members — clearly  a case  of  political 
considerations  affecting  - cricket.  'In  the 
reign  of  one  King  or  Queen,  to  play  cricket 
was  a punishable  offence,  because  it  inter- 
fered with  the  sport  of  archery,  which  wan  ' 


cultivated  for  military,  that  is  pob'tkal  | 
reasons.  Hence  cricketers,  equally  with 
co-operators,  may  occasionally  be  called  upon! 
tc  defend  themselves  politically,  but  that  it 
not  to  say  that  either  the.  oue  or  the  other 
should  merge  themselves  in  any  particular 
political  party. 


No  Loss  of  Identity. 

Someone  will  object  that  tlVei'a  is  a differ- 
enc-e  in  essence  between  cricket  and  co-opera-’ 
tiou,  because  the  first  is  only  a game 
whereas  the  second  is  a social  experiment* 
oh  endeavour  to  improve  the  "economic 
status  of  its  members.  This  is  true  enough, 
but  even  this  does  not  justify  the  eo-npcia- 
tive  movement  merging  itself  with  two  other 
organisations.  Like  politics,  co-operation 
aims  at  improving  economic  conditions,  but 
whereas  politics  must  make  Govermnent  the 
instrument  xxf  its  economic  reforms,  co-opera'- 
tion  aims  at  bringing  about  economic  reform' 
quite  apart  from  and  without  making  any 
appeal  to  Government.  Co-operation  is 
concerned  with  voluntary  collective  owner- 
ship and  control  of  the  means  of  production 
and  distribution.  It  lias  not  taken  to 
polities  except  to  remove  banners  to  co- 
operative progress,  and  the  movement,  cvcU 
in  politic®,  cannot  sacrifice  its  identity. 

It  is  commonly  assumed  that,  poli- 
tically, co-operators  are  either  Socialists 
or  Communists ; but  there  is  not  thfl 
slightest  warrant  for  such  an  assump- 
tion, any  more  than  there  is  for  saying  that 
trade  unionists  are  either  Socialists  or  Com- 
munists. Between  them  co-operators  and 
trade  unionists  command  a majority  of  tlw 
votes  in  political  elections,  and  could  sweep 
the  country  with  an  advanced  Labour  or 
Socialist -programme  if  .they  bo  desired;  hue 
they  don't ; and  the  reason  of  course  is  that 
as  individuals  neither  co-operators  nor  trade 
unionists  are  Socialists  or  Communists,  hut 
are  just  ordinary  people,  shariug  the 
ordinary  views  of  the  ordinary  folk. 

To  commit  the  co-operative  movement,  and 
to  apply  it6  funds  to  a newspaper  except  one 
representing  the  co-operative  point  of  vietfc 
and  owned  and  controlled  by  co-operators, 
would  do  the  co-operative  movement  an 
incalculable  amount  of  harm. 

If  there  is  to  he  a breeze  at  Brighton  it' 
will  probably  spring  up  in  connection  with 
this  particular  political  proposal  to  earmark 
co-operative  funds  for  a joint  newspaper  that 
could  not  exclusively  represent  th« 
co-oj>erative  view. 


The  DIPLOMA  MILK  £425 
PRIZE  COMPETITION  is 
inducing  thousands  of  Co- 
operators  to  give  Diploma 
Milk  a trial— which  is  all 
that  is  required  to  convince 
any  users  of  its  superiority. 
The  Prizes  (£100,  £50,  £25, 
and  250  of  £1  each)  are  for 
the  Best,  Soundest,  andMost 
Reasons  for  preferring  DI- 
PLOMA MILK  to  all  other 
brands, andevery  competitor 
who  complies  with  the  con- 
ditions will  receive  at  least 
an  appreciable  Consolation 
Gift. 


Diploma 

English  Condensed  Milk 
Swells  the  Dividend  Fund; 


Insist  on  your  Store  supplying  you  with 
DIPLOMA  MILK  and  the  DIPLOMA 
Competition  Pamphlet. 


Wilts  United  Dairies  Ltd..  Trowbridge.  En*. 

Londcfl  Depot : 48.  S'.  John  Strert.  SmktfeU.  F-Cl* 
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Milling  Profits.  . 

Early  jn  the  war  a great  deal  of  attention 
wn  aroused  by  the  large  profits  made  in  one 
year  by  Spiders  and  Rakers,  the  well-known 
Cardiff  millers,  resulting  from  the  increased 
values  of  the  large  stocks  it  was  carrying. 
The  company  paid  large  dividends,  and  in 
1919  was  formed  into  a new  company,  absorb- 
ing some  other  undertakings,  shareholders 
receiving  a bonus  out  of  undistributed  profits 
of  500,000  deferred  shares  of  £1  each  in  the 
now  company,  which  is  entitled  the  Spiders’ 
Milling  and  Aasociated  Industries  Limited, 
with  a capital  of  £3,566,600.  The  accounts 
of  this  company  have  now  been  presented  for 
a jteriod  of  twenty- three  months,  ended 
January,  1922,  and  show  a profit  of  £437,294. 
Tho  ordinary  shares  receive  a dividend  of  15 
per  cent.,  but  nothing  is  paid  this  year  on  the 
doforred  shares,  which  do  not  participate  in 
profile  until  15  per  cent,  has  been  distributed 
on  the  ordinary.  The  strength  of  tho  company, 
which  arisen  ou^-of  past  profits,  is  shown  by 
the  faot  that  it  holds  over  £1,000,000  worth 
of  British  Government  loans. 

Russia  and  Wheat  Prices. 

If  I refer  to  this  compan/,  it  is  not  so  much 
to  draw  attention  to  its  prosperity  as  to  the 
interesting  statements  made  by  the  chairman 
(Sir  W.  E.  Nicholls)  at  tho  general  meeting 
held  at  Cardiff  on  the  6t  h inst.  . This  gentleman 
said  that  thcro  was  a good  deal  of  irresponsible 
talk  of  getting  back  to  low  prices  and  pre-war 
values  which  could  not  possibly  materialise 
until  general  conditions  became  very'  different. 
As  one  of  the  very  important  facts  bearing  upon 
this  point,  ho  instanced  the  disappearance  of 
Russia— the  granary  of  Europe— as  an  ex- 
porter of  cereals.  During  tho  three  years, 
1911-13,  Russia  exported  on  an  average  each 
year  2,750,000  tons  of  human  food,  and 
6,250,000  tons  of  animal  food;  or,  stated  in 
another  way,  she  provided  tho  importing 
nations  each  year  wi£TT  sufficient  breadatuffs 
to  feed  a population  of  over  27,000,000  people: 
Other  countries  now  have  to  make  up  the 
deficiency,  and  the  absence  of  Russian  supplies 
necessarily  moans  that  prices  for  wheat,  &c., 
must  bo  on  a higher  level. 

Tha  Future  Price  of  Bread. 

-Sir  W.  E.  Nicholls’  remarks  under  this 
heading  aro  so  important  that  they  are  worth 
reproducing  as  follows  : — 

I venture  now  to  record,  however,  my 
-views  (although,  of  course,  1 do  not  know, 
ami  you  must  treat  my  indications  as 
being  in  the  nature  of  a guess)  that  low 
prices  will  not  repeat  themselves  for 
several  years,  as  wheats  cannot  be  pro- 
duced at  the  necessary  prioe  to  give  a 
living  U)  the  farmer,  either  in  this  or  in 
nay  other  countiy;  the  shipowner  rannot 
provide  freight  lit  pre-war  low  rates  and 
make  a return  on  his  capital;  the  millers 
cannot  manufacture  their  flours  except  at 
enormously  increased  costs ; while  the 
Iwker.  after  covering  his  higher  expenses, 
must,  and  is  entitled  to,  charge  a price 
which  will  permit  him  to  live. 

The  higher  price  of  bread,  as  in  many 
other  commodities,  is  a war  penalty,  and 
U is  therefore  interesting  to  recall  in  this 
connection  that  after  Waterloo  and  the 
twenty  years’  war  the  prices  of  hrend  then 
currrent  were:  1K16,  10.8d.  ; 1817,  13.1Gd.  ; 
1818,  ltJ.86d. ; 1819,  9.5d. ; 1820.  9.4d.  It 
was  not  until  1850  that  the  prioe  of  bread 
jell  below  7d. ,- and  irmly  in  four  years, 
between  1850  and  1883,  did  the  price 
reniuin  as  low. 

Nothing  Trade  Losses. 

A trade  that  was  bound  to  be  affected  eou- 
auierably  by  the  fall  in  values  of  stock  was 
that  connected  with  wearing  apparel  generally,' 
80  ^at  it  is  not  surprising  to  learn  of  sharp 
denies  of  fortune  in  connection  with  some 
®f  the  undertakings  in  this  industry.  A case 
point  is  that  of  J.  R.  Bousfield  and  Company, 
he  London  wholesale  clothiers  and  warehouse- 
n»en.  During  the  past  six  veare  this  company 
bad  paid  dividends  and  bonuses  on  the  ordinary 
Bharvs  varying  between  12|  per  cent,  and  20 
r°r  cent.,  the  last-named  figure  having  been 
Jfributed  in  respect  of  1919  and  1920,  and 
e actual  rate  being  higher,  seeing  that  part 
(viz.  7|  per  cent.,  which  was  termed 
nus)  was  paid  free  of  income  tax.  The 
, eud  on  tlie  ordinary  shares  for  1921 
orbed  £10.600,  but  so  great  was  the  fall  in 
0 value  of  the  stocks  held  during  1921,  and 
j drastic  has  been  the  consequent  writing 
that,  for  that  year  a loss  of  £129,800 
*een  made.  There  are  strong  indications, 
*over,  that  clothing  prices  are  going  to 
atlce’  *or  raw  wool  u rising  sharply  in 


price,  qualities  which  a few  months  ago  were 
obtainable  at  Gs.  per  lb.  being  now  quoted 
at  above  6s.  Several  large  Bradford  firms 
have  wool  combing  works  in  Germany,  Italy, 
and  Poland  and  are  sending  the  wool  there  to 
be  treated,  owing  to  lower  costs.  Dealing 
with  the  rise  that  has  occurred  in  the  price  of 
cloth,  the  “ Financial  Times1”  makes  the  follow 
ing  significant  reniaeks 

A puzzling  factor  to  tho  uninitiated  i 
that  these  lu’gher  prices  are  coming  it. 
spito  of  the  enormous  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  production.  Wages  alone  account 
for  u reduction  in  the  cost  of  production 
by  twelve  or  fifteen  millions  si  year  com- 
pared with  1920,  and  most  of  tho  commo- 
dities used  in  connection  with  the  manu- 
facture of  cloth  have  dropped  enormously 
in  prioe  in  the  same  period.  Thus  it  ap- 
pears that  as  the  cost  of  production  has 
gone  down,  the  price  ol  the  finished 
article  lina  gone  up. 

Another  company  which  has  made  losses 
owing  to  the  fall  in  prices  isvthe  well-known 
glove  firm  of  Dent,  Allcroft  and  Company, 
which  has  circularised  its  shareholders  stating 
that  It  is  not  paying  the  dividend  on  its  pre- 
ference shares  In  respeot  of  the  twelve  months 
ended  April  30th,  owing  to  the  losses  entailed 
by  the  writing  down  of  stocks  to  present  values 

South  Wales  Coal. 

‘ According  to  the  Cardiff  correspondent  of 
the  London  Joint  City  and  Midland  Bank,  a 
report  from  whom  is  published  in  that  institu- 
tion’s monthly  review,  tho  Welsh  steam  coal 
market  *'  has  gained  in  strength  and  prices 
aro  being  freely  obtained  which  a few  months 
ago  wore  deemed  scarcely  possible.’’  Ho  states 
that  collieries  havo  sold  fairly  largo  quantities 
of  coal  for  delivery  over  the  next  fow  months, 
and  are,  therefore,'  in  a somewhat  independent 
position,  and  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any 
developments  in  demand  from  abroad.  Ho 
adds  that  quite  apart  from  the  prospect  of 
increased  demands  owing  to  the  American  coal 
strike,  collieries  11  have  very  full  ordor  books, - 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  think  that  tho  market 
will  fall  away  from  its  presont  level  for  some 
weeks  . , , coal  owners  are  not  nervous 
regarding  the  immediate  future,  and  certainly 
if  the  upward  movement  of  the  colliery  share 
market  is  any  criterion  the  industry  is  well  on 
the  way  to  full  recovery."  Further  on  in  this 
report  it  13  admitted  that  the  improvement 
in  coal  prices  has  not  beneficially  affected 
the  earnings  of  the  miners,  but  if  prices  are 
maintained  it  is  hoped  that  that  will  be  tho 
case  in  a month  or  so.  We  must  all  hope 
so,  but  it  will  be  noted  that,  according  to  the 
report  quoted,  the  rise  in  the  quotations  of 
South  Wales  colliery  shares  precedes  tho 
passible  improvement  in  the  awful  conditions 
as  to  pay  and  partial  employment  among 
the  South  Wrales  miners. 


NOTE  THE  DATES. 

May  27th  & June  10th. 
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SPECIAL  CONGRESS 

SUPPLEMENT 

WILL  BE  ISSUED  WITH  THE 

CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS  ” 

FOR  MAY  27th. 

T}**  Supplement  will  extend  to  eight  illuitrated  pages 
f™1  wi"  conl»m  brightly  written  article, 
on  Brighton  (the  venue  ol  lhi»  year's  Congrcu)  : tho 
Cooperative  /Wotialion.  ol  Brighton  from  ihe  day.  ol 
Ur.  King  till  the  present,  and  the  municipal  activities  ol 
■jOfbton.  The  Supplement  will  alto  contain  a " Who's 
Who,  with  portrait,  and  biographical  note,  ol  the 
leading  personalities  at  the  Congren.  - That  uill  be  no 
increase  in  Once  /or  this  issur. 

Societies  are  urged  to  order  special  suppl  es,  and  to 
let  their  order,  reach  the  " Co-operative  New* " 
Office,  not  later  than  Tuesday,  May  23rd. 


“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS" 
FOR  JUNE  10th 

will  be  specially  enlarged  to  that  a comprehensive  report 
ol  the  Congress,  covering  all  the  events  ol  the  week,  my 
appear  in  the  single  issue. 

Order*  lor  extra  nppliaa  should  ha  ml  in  by 


“NEW  HOPE  TO  HUMANITY.” 

GARDEN  CITY  PRINCIPLES  IN  OPERATION  NEAR 
CARDIFF. 


WHAT  HAS  BEEN  DONE  AT  RHIWBINA. 

BY  W.  S.  COLLINS. 


Formed  in  1911,  the  Cardiff  Workers’ 
Co-operative  Garden  Village  Society  Limited, 
was  established  for  the  purpose  of  building 
the  first  real  garden  suburb  in  \y  ales'  for  both 
middle-class  and  working-class  inhabitants. 
In  tho  first>  instance,  eighteen  acres  of  land 
were  purchased  close  to  Rhiwbina  Halt, 
four  miles  front  Cardiff.  A striking  plan 
for  the  site,  including  altogether  110  acres 
was  prepared  by  Mr.  Raymond  Unwin  (archi- 
tect of  the  Letchworth  “ Garden  City  ”). 
Thirty-four  houses  nvas  the  extent  of  the  first 
portion  of  tho  general  scheme,  and  these  were 
built  to  plans  prepared  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Mottram 
(architect  of  the  Housing  Reform  Company 
Limited) ; and  altogether  fifty-two  houses 
wero  built  by  the  society  in  1913-15.  In 
1914-15,  another  eighteen  were  erected  by 
Mr.  H.  Avray  Tipping,  F.S.A.  (Chepstow), 
and  later  on  these  became  the  property  of  the 
society. 

In  1915,  the  Welsh  Town  Planning  and 
Housing  Trust  camo  to  the  society’s’  assis- 
tance, acquired  the  freehold  of  the  property, 
negotiated  a Government  loan,  and  obtained 
options,  on  behalf  of  the  society,  of  one  hundred 
acres  of  adjoining  land.  At  tho  conclusion 
of  the  war,  the  Trust  enabled  tbe  society  to 
prooeed  with  the  building  of  more  houses  from 
plans  prepared  by  Mr.  T.  Alwyn  Lloyd, 
F.R.l.B.A. ; and  in  June,  1920,  a contract 
was  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Rogers  and 
Davies  Limited,  for  ninety-three  houses.  Toads, 
and  sewers,  and  this  work  was  completed 
within  the  scheduled  time  and  tho  houso3  are 
now  all  occupied.  Another  twenty-sii  houses 
will  bo  commenced  upon  as  soon  as  tenders  aro. 
accepted. 

Up  to  date,  the  activities  of  tho  society 
have  involved  a capital  expenditure  of  £150,000. 
Much  practical  support  and  co-operation  were 
extended  to  the  society  in  its  early  struggles 
by  the  late  Sir  Stafford  Howard,  Lady  Stafford 
Howard,  (Lanelly)  Major  David  Davies 
(Llandinam),  Mr.  Cecil  Harmsworth,  M.P., 
Mr.  H.  Avray  Tipping  (Chepstow),  and  other 
housing  reformers  in  the  principality.  The 
society  came  into  exi3tenco  as  the  result  of 
the  initiative  and  energy  of  Professor  H. 
Stanley  Jevons,  the  well-known  authority 
on  economics. 

Every  House  its  Garden, 

The  vistas,  closes,  and  other  features  of 
the  village  are  B'.milar  to  those  in  the  Hamp- 
stead Garden  Suburb ; but  there  is  more 
spaciousness,  and  an  outstanding  feature  is 
tho  provision  made  for  open  spaces.  This 
is  especially  noticeable  in  regard  to  suitably 
situated  playing  grounds  for  children.  Every 
house  has  its  separate  garden,  and  there  is 
ground  set  apart  for  allotments.  Situated  to 
the  south  of  the  Caerphilly  Mountain,  Rhiwbin* 
is  screened  by  beautiful  wooded  liill3,  which 
adds  to  the  charm  of  the  village.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  efforts  of  the  society  has  had  a 
great  influence  in  directing  the  development 
of  the  estates  purchased  by  the  Cardiff  Con- 
poration  for  tho  purpose  of  erecting  houses 
for  tho  working  classes ; and  a visit  to 
Mynachdy  and  Ely  will  confirm  this. 

In  1913,  the  Rhiwbina  Recreation  Club 
was  formed,  since  which  time  a pavilion,  tennis 
courts,  cricket,  football,  and  hockey  grounds 
have  been  laid  out.  Last  year  the  society 
granted  a site  for  the  erection  of  a new  recrea- 
tion hall,  four  new  tertnis  courts,  and  a bowling 
green  which,  when  completed,  will  be  the 
largest,  in  Wales.  The  recreation  hall  is 
now  completed,  and  was  recently  formally 
opened  by  Mr.  H.  Avray  Tipping.  The 
size  of  the  main  hall  is  seventy  feet  by  twenty- 
four  feet,  and  will  be  available  for  concerts, 
whist  drives,  dances,  &c.  Unfortunately, 
the  conditions  at  Rhiwbina  are  not  such  as 
to  entice  the  workers  to  become  residents. 
Owing  to  the  excessive  rents,  due  to  the  high 
cost  of  the  last  batch  of  ninety-three  houses, 
the  rents  are  prohibitive;  but,  nevertheless, 
there  is  a continuous  demand  for  more  houses 
in  the  village.  In  Cardiff  there  are  no  less 
than  10,000  families  living  two  or  more 
families  in  a house,  most  of  which  are  suitable 
only  for  the  housing  of  one  family ; and  it  is 
not  likely  that  this  state  of  affaire  will  be 
ameliorated  for  some  time  to  come.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  train  service  to  and  from 


this  beautiful  suburb  is  most  inadequate,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  the  new  railway  grouping 
scheme  will  permit  of  better  facilities.  In  my 
opinion,  Rhiwbina  and  tho  parish  of  Whit- 
church in  which  it  is  situated,  will  be  the  most 
popular  residential  area  in  the  Cardiff  district 
in  ten  years’  time. 

Force  of  Ideals. 

Rhiwbina  is  what  it  is  because  of  the  ideals 
of  its  promoters.  Professor  Jevons  ami  his 
■friends  took  great  risks  and  ventured  upon 
an  undertaking  ai  which  failure  was  com 
fidently  predicted.  At  the  beginning,  every- 
thing was  against  tho  scheme;  the  inex- 
perience of  those  associated  with  it,  the  limita- 
tion of  their  financial  resources,  the  weight 
of  prejudice  it  met  with,  and  the  ridicule  it. 
had  to  suffer,  all  combined  to  make  obstacles 
which  only  the  courage  of- the  pioneers  could 
overthrow.  That  the  initial  difficulties  aud 
prejudice  of  its  opponents  have  boon  over- 
come is  testimony  to  the  force  of  the  ideals 
and  to  the  strength  with  which  they  were 
held.  Rltiwbina  has  been  planned  as  a new 
small  town  and,  probably,  will  be  absorbed 
by  Cardiff  in  the  Ttot  far  distant  future  ; and 
will  always  prove  to  be  a good  influence  on  the 
minds  of  the  really  honest  representatives 
of  tho  people. 

Too  often  does  life  in  the  country  and 
especially  in  colliery  districts  present  pictures 
of  helplessness  and  hopefulness ; with  the 
lack  of  opportunities  for  recreation,  education, 
and  social  life.  The  real  wealth  producers 
of  the  nation  almost  invariably  live  under 
conditions  of  dreariness,  monotony,  and 
absolutely  divorced  from  tho  beauties  of 
Nature  : ao,  anything  which  brings  a new  hope 
to  humanity,  any  force  which  may  be  ex- 
pended on  creating  a new  condition  of  life, 
should  be  hailed  and  encouraged,  especially 
by  co-operators.  Seventy  years  ago,  the 
Rhondda  was  the  “ gem  of  Glamorgan.” 
What  a difference  there  would  havebeen  to-day 
had  a Professor  Jevons  or  a Lleufer  Thomas 
been  given  scope  to  plan  the  district!  Two 
years  ago,  the  Ministry  of  Health  set  up  a 
Regional  Survey  Committee  for  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire ; but  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  so 
long  as  he  remains  Minister  of  Health,  is  not 
likely  to  bring  their  recommendations  into 
practice.  Therefore,  any  real  advance  in 
housing  and  town-planning  must  depend  upon 
the  activities  of  men  and  tfomen  of  good 
intent. 

Rhiwbina  is  not  a Garden  City.  It  is  an 
effort  to  provide  workers  with  houses  in  and 
under  pleasant  conditions.  All  the  residents 
depend  upon  Cardiff  for  their  livelihood ; 
and  therefore  the  village  is  little  more  than 
a dormitory.  It  is  a well-contained  community,  * 
and  the  communal  spirit  ib  strong.  Co- 
operation and  the  full  development  of  the 
communal  spirit  have  been  tho  key-notes 
of  the  endeavours  of  those  connected  with 
the  society  from  its  inception.  There  aro 
all  kinds  of  organisations  in  the  village,  in- 
cluding horticultural,  photographic,  choral, 
literary,  and  dramatic  societies;  and  tho 
annual  May-day  celebration  at  the  village 
has  gained  more  than  a local  renown. 


> Each  new  member  of  the  Manchester  and 
Salford  Society  receives  a letter  of  welcome 
to  co-operative  ranks,  a supply  of  literature, 
and  a copy  of  the  “ Co-operative  News,” 
which  is  sold  at  Id.  per  copy.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising. that  this  fraternal  interest  has  good 
results,  and  the  new  members  are  coming  in 
at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  a week. 


Co-operative  Summer  Schools,!  922 


SCHOOLS  FOR  ADULTS 

mill  be  h.ld  as  fallows  1 

SCOTLAND — Carlcton  Turret »,  Ayr. 
ENGLAND — Orletoo  College,  Scarborough  ; 
Leighton,  Parkgate  (on  ihe  Dee  Esloary),  Cheshire  j 
The  Grange.  Folkestone ; Bradley  Court  College, 
Mitcheldeaa,  Gloucester ; Whympstone  Hall,  near 
PljBoolt.  Brunei,.  Be'glum. 

SCHOOLS  FOR  JUNIORS 


will  be  held  at  Hill  End  House,  Briercltde,  Burnley  : 
Shorn*!l»,  Woolwich- 

FJI  Pertioder,  of  these  Sehnls  eon  be  obtaoed  from  Mr.  C E. 
WOOD.  Eimcatim  Department,  HJyakt  Hsme.  HanOvet  Street, 
Mwahalct. 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE.. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


RUSSIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  CHARACTERISTICS. 


A FRENCH  POINT  OF  VIEW. 


The  following  is  the  general  impression  of  M.  E.  Poisson,  the  secretary  of 
the  French  National  Federation  of  Co-operative  Societies,  who  went  on  the 
deputation  to  Russia  under  the  auspices  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance,  of  which  he  is  a vice-president; 


To  understand  the  Russian  Co-operative 
Movement,  it  fi?  essential  to  understand  the 
inner  nature  of  the  structure,  which  is  alto- 
gether different  from  that  of  the  movement  in 
Western  Europe  in  general. 

Russian  co-operation  is,  at  the  bottom,  an 
organisation  for  consumption,  but.  at  the  same 
time,  and  in  almost  every  respect,  it  is  an 
economic  organisation  of  agriculture.  It  is  a 
great  house  of  co-operative  commerce  in  buying 
and  selling.  It  distiibutes  to  consumers  every- 
thing that  is  of  use  to  them  for  feeding,  cloth- 
ing, &c.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  buys  from 
all  the  producers,  and,,  above  all,  from  the 
agricultural  producers  and  the  ’’  Kustards;” 
the  groups  of  cottage  industrial  workers.  It 
is  the  consumers’  co-operation  which  gathers 
in  the  wheat,  the  flax,  the  hemp,  the  furs,  and 
the  hides  of  the  Russian  agriculturists,  as  well 
as  the  wood  and  the  iron  of  the  rural  indus- 
trial workers. 

Its  mission  is  almost  as  important  for  the 
output  of  these  goods  as  it  is  for  their  distri- 
bution and  that  of  the  other  things  in  its  own 
shops.  It  constitutes,  as  one  might  say,  from 
this  point  of  view,  the  complete  co-operation  such 
as  the  Rochdale  pioneers  had  in  mind — that  is  to 
say,  a society  which  is  self-sustaining  in  its 
own  organic  life. 

These  characteristics,  however,  are  not  new  : 


they  have  existed  since  Russian  co-operation 
commenced — that  was  twenty  or  twenty-five 
.years  ago.  Tyo  consequences  result  from 
these  beginnings — Russian  co-operation  is 
peasant  in  spirit,  and,  in  fact,-  workmen's  co- 
operation is  reduced  to  a few7  centres  and  a few 
large  towns.  All  its  immense  network  of 
auxiliary  branches  across  this  vast  country 
carrying  over  thousands  of  miles  tend  to  make 
of  co-operation  a natural  organism  of  the 
country,  a co-operation  that  holds  the  heart  of 
the  people,  who  arc,  above  all,  a peasant  people 
— there  are  140,000,000  peasants  out  of 
150,000,000  inhabitants. 

Now  on  another  side,  the  co-operative  move- 
ment gatherirg  to  itself  all  goods  and  agricul- 
tural produce,  and  Russia  becoming,  if  not 
to-day,  certainly  one  day,  an  exportingcountry, 
as  she  was  yesterday,  it  is  unquestionable  that 
she  must  find  outlets  abroad  ; and  so,  for 
Russian  co-operation,  the  questions  of  exporta- 
tion and  importation  play  a part  unknown 
among  the  foreign  co-operative  movements, 
even  the  English  movement.  It  is,  in  truth, 
a question  of  life  and  death  for  this  institution  ; 
and  one  can  understand  better  therefore  why 
Russian  co-operators  hold,  with  so  much- force, 
to  coming  in  contact  with  foreign  co-operative 
organisations,  which  certainly  will  not  be  found 
wanting  in  helping  them  to  the  best  of  their 
efforts  in  this  most  important  direction. 


A SIGNIFICANT  CHANGE. 


Freni  " KontumcnlblsJel,"  Sweden. 


The  consumer  bears  the  pressing  burden  of 
trusts,  and  wholesale  and  retail  trade,  which 
run  up- the  cost  of  living. 


Co-operation  comes  to  the^ 
rescue  and  gives  economic 
freedom  to  him. 


BOOKS  FOR  ! 
GO-OPERATORS  j 


Each  128  pp.,  with  lour  portraits  or 
illustrations  ; cloth,  3s.  6il.  net: 
paper  cover.  2s  net.  The  two  post 
free  ior  7S.  9d  (ck*K)  01  4s.  Gd. 

The  Life  Story  of 
G.  J.  Holyoake 

(The  Great  Reformer  l 
and  Co-operator).  j 

The  Life  Story  of 
Robert  Owen 

(Originator  of  the  . . | 

Co-operative  Movement),  j 
. By  JOSEPH  McCABE. 

Complete  csttl»pie.  with  copy  of  ihe  " Literary  Guide T 
(monthly,  4d.),  Iree  oci  receipt  cl  card.  | 

* London: 

WATTS,  Johnson's  C:ort,  Ficit  Street,  E.C.4.  1 

Also  Supplied  sy  co-op zsitm  ottos  ltd.  j 

a:- — - — —————— — -i 


- GREAT  GERMAN  UNION. 
STRENGTHENING  THE  FORCES. 

The  four  great  German  cooperative  federa- 
tions— after  a similar  movfe  in  Holland — have 
just  established  in  common  a*'  free  committee” 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  all  questions, 
legislative  and  fiscal,  concerning  co-operation, 
and  for  representation  and  defence  before 
public  bodies,  with  the  view ‘to  making  their 
interests  have  weight  each  time. 

Union  is  strength,  our  German  friends  be- 
lieve equally  with  ourselves — it  is  better  To 
fight  in  mass  than  as  so  many  separate  units. 

The  four  federations  are  the  German  Co- 
operative Union  at  Charlottenburg,  which 
comprises  the  Schultze-Delitzsch  credit  banks 
and  middle-class  co-operatives ; the  Federa- 
tion of  the  Raiffeisen  Credit  Banks  in  Berlin  ; 
the  Union  of  Agricultural  Co-operatives  in 
Berlin  ; and  the  Central  Union  of  Consumers' 
Co-operatives  in  Hamburg.  Altogether,  setae 
30,000  co-operatives  and  6,000, Otf)  of  'co- 
operators  are  concerned. 


BACK.  TO  THE  PAST. 

A PLEA  FOR  MEDIEVAL 
GUILDS. 


Ik  the  working  ( lasses  have  not  yet  solved 
the  prebteins  of  industry  it  is  not  for  l.i-.  k of 
either  advice  or  experience.  The  worker,  in 
the  course  of  history,  hi:s  passthrough 
successive  stages  from  slavery  to  seif- 
c-mployment.  All,  it  is  true,  were  notyhucs 
even  when  slavery  was  fashionable ; aiul  all 
have  not  b?eu  their  own  master-.  Some 
escaped  both  and,  in  Hf^anterinl  sense, 
some  in  each  of  these  extreme  categories 
have  been  happy;  of  the  great  masses  of  the 
people  few  have  escaped  work,  and  most  have 
had  reason  to  complain  of  the  system  und-.-f 
which  they  have  had  to  work.  Hie  causes  of 
complaint  have  been  variously  stated;  but 
the  chief  and  crowning  cause*?  are  that  the 
workers  in  general  have  fait — not  without 
good  reason  in  most  cases— that  they  have 
been  used  to  make  wealth  for  idlers  and  that 
they  do  not  recognise  any  justice  iu  the  *vs- 
'tem  which  compels  tlie  workers  in  any  indus- 
try to  accept  that  GtnndaVcbor  living  which 
the  employers  choose  to  fix  fer  them. 
State  Socialism,  Co-operation,  Copartner- 
ship, Whitleyism,  Guild  Socialism,  and 
Communism,  have  all  been  suggested  as 
means  of  emancipating  those  workers  who 
have  no  expectation  of  being  able  to  transfer 
themselves  from  the  ranks  of  the  unem- 
ployed, to  the  ranks  of  the  employers. 

The  guild  system  lias  been  able  to  com- 
mand the  services  of  some  able  writers  dur- 
ing the  past  few-  years,  and  the  system  has 
also  liad  a fairly  good  press.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  the  fact,  our  Government  did  not 
like  Russia,  it  is  probable  that  Communism 
would  have  had  a good  press  too.  Such  ven- 
tures always  ' arouse  the  interest  and 
curiosity  of  journalists.,  whose  business  it  is 
to  watch  for  new  movements.  Co-Operation 
Tn  its  time  had  its  sympathisers  in  the  press, 
and  Socialism,  too,  had  a sufficiently  exten- 
sive show  in  Robert  Owen's  time.  The 
batter  type  of  newspaper  or  review  will 
always  provide  a platform  for  anything  new ; 
but  there  is  just  a little  more  than  a sus- 
picion that  a good  deal  of  the  attention 
devoted  to  Guild  Socialism,  in  its  various 
forms,  by  modern  newspapers  has  been 
prompted  by  the  hope  that  by  arousing  some 
little  public  interest  iu  it  the  prospect  of  an 
advance  by  the  State  Socialists— who  were 
encouraged  by  the  State  control  of  food  sup- 
plies, railways,  and  many  industries— would 
be  cheeked  and  that  Socialists  and  potential 
Socialists  would  be  divided  between  -two 
theories.  Guild  Socialism,  however,  appears 
to  be  meeting  the  fate  of  other  movements 
intended  to  benefit  the  masses  ; few  it,  too,  is 
being  asked  to  divide  upon  two  ideas. 

“ Post-Industhialism,”  by  A . J.  Pcnfy 
(Louden:  George  Allen  and  Unwin  Ltd.; 
3s.  6d.)  is  a plea  for  a return  to  Medievalism 
— a.  plea  eiiuoiued  by  .Mr.  G.  K.  Chesterton 
in  a foreword.  Mr.  Pentv  assumes  that 
Industrialism  as  it  is  presently  under  stood 
will  come  to  an  end.  He  set  himself  to 
examine  tlie  problem  of  the  application  of 
machinery,  just  as  Marx.  Owen,  the 
Chartists,  and  tlie  Rochdale  Pioneers  faced 
it.  He  holds  that  our  industrial  system 
carries  within  itself  tlie  seeds  of  its  own 
destruction.  He  contends  that  the  National 
Guilds. have  come  to  take  this  view  in  recent 
years,  and  he  submits  that  in  such  circum- 
stances the  area  of  the  activities  of  National 
Guilds  will  be  very  much  circumscribed. 
“The  essence  of  the  National  Guild  idea  is 
the  conception  of  tlie  organisation  of  indus- 
try on  an  entirely  self-governing  bash  with- 
out any  admixture  of  private  interests ; 
while  the  essence  cf  the  Medieval  Guild  idea 
is  that  of  a Court  of  Appeal  uhose  primary 
function  is  that  of  maintaining  discipline 
among  the  members  of  a particular  :tdus- 
try.  The  Medieval  Guilds."  be  points  out* 

••  did  not  seek  to  organise  industry,  but  to 
control  it.  They  did  not  seek  to  supplant 
tlie  private  individual  producer  by  any 
system  of  co-operative  production.  Oh  the 
contrary  they  frankly  accepted  tlie  principle 
of  tlie  private  management  in  industry.” 
His  chief  charge  against  the  Modern  Guilds 
would  be  that  authority  would  rest  in  the 
whole  body — employers  and  workers — instead 
of  being  exclusively  in  the  bauds  of  tlie 
masters  fi.?..  master  craftsmen)  ns  was  tlie 
case  in  the  Middle  Ages;  and  the  burden  of 
that  complain  is  that  the  typical  employer  of 
to-day  is  not  a master  of  iiis  craft,  but  a 
financier  who  is  only  interested  in  the  profit 
and  loss  account. 

It  is  impossible  to  follow  Mr.  Pentv 
throligli  all  the  book,  in  which  this  aierns  to 
be  the  point  jnost  likely  to  stimulate  dis- 
cussion ; but  tlie  book  is  another  monument 
to  his  patient  research.  His  brief  r.v.  icw  of 
the  history  of  the  workers’  efforts  towards 
emancipation  make  the  book  well  worth 
reading;  and  it  is  not  to  be" condemned  for 
urging  a step  back — even  so  far  back  ns  the 
Middle  Ages.  . It  is  obvious  that,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  workers,  a wrong 
step  has  been  taken  somewhere  in  tlie  now 
step  lias  been  taken  somewhere  in  the 
that  we  should  get  ‘back  1 o where  he  believes 
the  workers  were  in  a safe  place  and  begin 
our  path  to  progress  over  again. 

M.  L. 


AUTO-SUGGESTiON : 
THE  NEW  PANACEA. 

Pkople  may  or  may  not  have  faith  in 
Monsieur  Emile  C<*.u\  who  lias  hem 
creating  so  much  commotion  by  his  re-urt 
to  Auto-Suggestion  as  a remedy  for  the 
ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to:  but  the  ihcevUil, 
little,  optimistic  Frenchman  has,  withmt 
doubt,  stirred  many  sufferers  from  various 
maladies  into  a lively  hope  of  recovery 
almost  despaired  of  before  his  method 
obtained  a vogue.  " Thk  Phacuct.  of 
Auto-Suggestion,”  by  C.  Harry  Brooks 
(Loudon:  George  Allen  and  Unwin  Ltd.. 
3s.  6d.).  explains  nil  about  Coiie-:Mii.  mid 
M.  Cone  contributes  the  Foreword,  which 
almost  amounts  to  a pontifical  ” Im- 
primatur,” for  he  states  that  Mr.  Brooks 
has  “ obtained  a full  mastery  of  the 
method. ” M.  Cone  goes  further  and  gives 
Mr.  Brooks  credit  for  having  skilfully 
seized  on  the  essentials,  and  put  them 
forward  in  a manner  that  seems  both 
simple  and  clear,  so  .that  ” the  instructions 
given  are  amply  sufficient  to  enable  anyone 
to  practise  Auto-Suggestion  for  him  or 
•herself 'Without  seeking  the  help  of  any 
other  person.” 

It  is  claimed  for  Auto-Suggection  that 
by  its  practice  the  sick  will  obtain  healing, 
the  healthy  prevent  the  coming  of  disease, 
and  all  can  insure  for  themselves  an  excel- 
lent state  of  health  both  of  the  mind  and 
body.  A book  which  will  show  the  multi- 
tude how  to  obtain  such  bliss  should  ho 
cheap  at  any  price.  Mr.  Brooks  writes  as 
a convinced  believer  in  Coue-ism,  ami  ho 
gives  readers  of  his  book  considerable 
grounds  for  accepting  his  belief.  Auto- 
Suggestion  is  not  a religion,  like  Christian 
Science  for  example;  it  is  simply  a reliance 
upon  the  belief  that  one’s  thought  and 
imagination  determine  one's  mental  and 
bodily  state.  AH  that  need  be  said  hero 
about  tlie  whole  system  is  that,  beyond 
contradiction,  imagination  does  iiifliiemo 
our  whole  being  to  some . extent,  and  no 
one  can  say  positively  at  what  point 
imagination  ceases  to  have  that  influence. 


MRS.  BARTON  AND  THE  N.C.P.S. 

In  the  list  of  retiring  directors  of  tlio 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society 
Ltd.,  Mrs.  Barton  appears  among  those 
eligible  for  re-election.  Mrs.  Barton  nskH 
us  to  stato  that  she  does  not  seek 
re-election. 


Representatives  of  the  National  Amalga- 
mated Union  of  Shop  Assistants,  Ware- 
housemen. and  Clerks  met  the  directors  of 
the  C.W.S.  last  week  <for  further  discussion 
of  wages  proposals.  Revised  figures  were 
considered,  but  the  meeting  was  finally 
adjourned  without  any  settlement  being 
reached  either  upon  the  wages  or  grading 
of  the  stuff.  It  is  expected  that  a further 
meeting  will  take  place  in  the  immediate 
future. 


Everyone’s 
Health  Beverage 


Nestle’s  Malted  Milk  is  the 
most  healthful  and  delightful 
of  drinks.  Prepared  from  pure 
rich  milk  and  fine  malted 
wheat  and  barley,  it  is  an 
ideal  food  for  all,  young  or 
old — full  of  nourishment  and 
very  easily,  digested. 


.MALTED  MILK 


builds  health  for  the  unlit 
and  safeguards  the  strength 
of  the  strong.  Let  everyone 
in  the  family  have  it.  The 
famous  name  that  it  bears 
isits  sure  guarantee. 


NESTLE’S;  6-8.  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


Sr.iv  20.  1922. 
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PASSING  OF 
MR.  T.  J.  BAYLIS. 


A MASBRO'  PIONEER  AND 

EX-C.W.S.  AUDITOR. 


Mr.  T.  J.  Bayi.is. 


Death  lias 
moved  —from  co- 
operative ranks 
another  stalwart  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  T. 
J.  Baylis  (Rother- 
ham), one  of  the 
founders  of  the 
Masbro'  Equitable 
Society  and  an  ex- 
auditor  of  the 
C'.W.S.  He  suc- 
cumbed to  an  illness 
of  oniv  a few  days’ 
duration  on  Tios- 
day  night  last  week, 
at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-one. 

It  was  only 


April,  1920,  that  Mr.  Baylis  retired,  under 
the  rule  limiting  the  age  at  which  candidates 
can  be  re-nominatedi  from  rhe  position  of 
auditor  to  the  C.W.S.,  after  carrying  out 
the  duties  cf  that  office  for  a period  of  forty- 
one  years.  During  that  time  ilic  member- 
ship of  the  shareholding  societies  in  the 
C.NV.S.  had  increased  fiom  -331,025  to 
3,341,411,  and  the  federation's  trnde  liad 
grown  to  a sum  forty  times  as  much  as  u iiju 
he  was  first  appointed  auditor.  It  is  easy  to 
soe,  therefore,  that  the  resp-n -abilities  of"  the 
position  had  been  considerable  increased. 

I-'  rally  the  services  of  Air.  Bnylis  to  the 
co-operative  cause  werp  of  a useful  character. 
One  of  the  founders  of  the  Mn.sbi  o' Equitable 
Society,  which  was  registered  in  April,  lSdh, 
he  was  appointed  part-time  .secretary,  a post 
ho  occupied  until  October  23th,  1900,  alien 
ho  resigned  the  position  in  order  to  devote 
more  tim©  to  his  dut: as  as  auditor  and  char- 
tered accountant  in  i-omiection  with  the  firm 
of  Baylis  and  Baylis,  of  which  he  .was  the 
only  surviving  partner.  The  Masbro'  Corn- 
in'! too  retained  his  services,  however,  for  a 
fm flier  three  years  as  cvnsultnnt  to  the 
sci  inly. 

As  a professional  auditor,  the  deceased 
also  served  Doncaster,  Killamarsh  Hands- 
worth,  and  Kilnlmrst  societies,  and  nt  llie 
time  of  Ins  death  was  the  secretary  of  the 
Dana bv  Alain  Society— a position' ho  had 
occupied  since  1889.  For  n number  of  years 
!,  , c oue  of  the  burgess  auditors  l'or 
the  borough. 

Tim  funeral  feok  place  at  the  Whiston 
Pam],  Church,  on  Friday  last  week,  the 
p7i  V ' P‘ver  . (vicar  cf  St.  Stephen's, 
ltotliorlmm)  performing  the  obsequies.  A 
“J®  i"unb?r  of  M-operative  repreaontatives 

ntlraded,  mrludmg  tlirco  of  tile  present 

am  . or,  of  the  C'.W.S.,  .Mr.  T.  Wood  («- 
ai.ilitor),  and  .Messrs.  ,J.  Penny  nud  J. 
Bau  kins  (CAN  .8.  director). 


CAV.S.  PUBLICATIONS. 


* w™  pd.tioa,  of  “The  CirowUi  of  the 
G.W.S.  has  been  published  by  the  Co- 
operative Press  Agency  (1,  Balloon-street, 
Alaaclms.ter),  and  quantities  of  free  copies 
niay  bo  had  on  application.  The  statistics 
Have  been  brought  up  to  date,  and  the  value 
ot  tli©  booklet  added  to  by  the  inclusion  of 
sectional  maps  showing  the  position  of 
t'AY.S.  lactones,  &e.  The  Press  Agency 
iins  also  issued  a leaflet  entitled  "The  Co- 
oiiorat've  Trade  Crusade,”  and  this,  too, 
hkiy  be  had  free  of  eha rge.  Both  the  booklet 
pci  , w leaflet  should  be  found  ready  for  use 
m the  ammunition  boxes  of  all  propaganda 
. poebas  and  officials. 


By 

Appointment 


II. SI.  the  King, 


PURITY  means  SAFETY 
QUALITY  means  VALUE 


It  is  Safest  and  Cheapest  to 
drink  everyday  the  evap- 
orated milk  known  as 


EVERY  DAY 


the  full  cream  sort 


Packed  by  NESTLE 

The  name  of  JvestlS  is  the 
strongest  guarantee  of  purity 
and  quality  you  can  have. 
If  you  are  offered  a substitute 
for  EVERY  DAY  ” milk 
remember  that 
Imitations  never  Satisfy. 
Sold  of  oil  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S. 

6-8.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  EC.I. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 


[To  THE  EDITOn,  “ Co-OPEBATIVE  NEWS.”] 


THE  LOYALTY  ISSUE. 

Sir, — I do  not  wonder  at  some  of  us  co- 
operators,  trade  unionists,  and  especially 
employees,  rising  with  indignation  when 
reading  the  letters  on  the  above  subject. 
Is  it  ignorance  of  co-operative  principled 
and  trade  union  obligations  to  such  an 
organisation?  I suggest  if  employees 
have  not  common-sense  and  discretion, 
especially  when  working  under  such  favour- 
able conditions  as  mentioned  in  last  week's 
“ News,”  flint  we  ” clear  them  out."  Our 
movement  has  no  time  or  room  for  them. 
NVe  want  men  and  women  with  co-operative 
principles  to  serve,  handle,  aud  distribute. 
If  we  do  not  have  them,  what  future  have 
we  ifor  the  coming  generation. — Yours,  &e., 
A.  G.  Manning. 

5,  Bridge-street,  Hemel  Hempstead. 


Sir, — As  u member  of  a society  which  is 
not  doing  its  Hour  trade  with  the  CAV.S., 
I must  take  exception  to  your  statement 
in  a recent  lending  article  to  the  effect 
that  “ societies  Jinve  no  reason  to  find  fault 
with  the  price  of  CAV.S.  flour.”  At  one 
time  we  were  purchasing  the  whole  of  our 
supplies  from  the  CAV.S.,  but  to-day  are 


compelled  to  go  outside,  solely  owing  to 
uqdue  price.  Tliis  represents  a weekly  trade 


diversion  of  500  sacks  (twenty  stones). 

Naturally,  we  have  called  the  attention 
of  the  CAV.S.  board  to  this,  and  they  have 
sent  one  of  tkeir  members,  along  with  two 
cf  their  flour  mill  managers,  to  discuss  the 
matter  in  committee,  with  a view  to  rectify- 
ing the  matter.  In  addition,  we  have  sent 
along  samples  of  our  grades,  with  an  inti- 
mation that  if  they  will  come  into  line  with 
local  inland  mill  supplies,  they  can  have 
the  whole  of  our  trade.  Result:  Letter  of 
regret,  confessing  inability  to  meet  the  com- 
petition, and  this  despite  their  contention 
that  they  can  mill  flour  at  cheaper  produc- 
tion costs  than  any  other  millers  in  the 
country,  which  difference,  a«  given  to  us, 
more  than  covers  the  cost  of  freightage 
from  Manchester  or  Hull  mills  to  our 
warehouse. 

As  a society,  we  are  working  on  low 
prioes  and  low  dividends  in  order  to  enable 
our  members  to  do  all  their  trade  with  us, 
despite  the  keen  competition  all  around  us. 
CAV.S.  prices  would  put  us  out  of  lino 
locally,  and  as  wo  simply  cannot  affoid  to 
lose  any  trade,  we  are  coimpelled  to  pass 
them  by. 

NVe  have  had  similarly  disappointing  ex- 
periences with  other  CAV.S.  departments, 
causing  us,  much  against  our  will,  to  go 
elsewhere  for  our  goods. 

Therefore,  before  accusing  societies  of  dis- 
loyalty, it  would  be  as  well  to  inquire 
whether  the  CAV.S.,  in  some  of  its  sections, 
is  as  efficient  or  alert-  as  present  severely 
competitive  trade  conditions  require. 

Knowing  their  partiality  • for  port  mills, 
how  is  it  their  inland  mills  nil  show  profits, 
whilst  their  port  mills  report  losses  this  half- 
year?— Yours  truly, 

Loyal  AVithin  Means. 


Sir, — After  reading  the  letters  in  the 
“News”  one  feels  compelled  to  take  up  a 
fighting  attitude.  My  decided  opinion  is 
that  the  -working  classes  have  got  to  learn 
how  to  trust  one  another.  NVe  are  large 
employers  of  labour,  and  I am  afraid  wo  do 
not  always  do  our  servants  justice.  Many 
a good  man  who  lias  put  in  sixteen  hours  a 
day  gees  to  a committee  meeting  until  11^30 
at  night  to  be  bullied,  by  men  who  do  not 
understand,  the  .real  method  of  business,  and 
who  mostly  fought  for  an  eight-hour  day. 
I have  a case  before  me  now  where  a lpnn 
had  served  the  society  fifteen  years;  a good, 
sound,  hard-working  man  in  the  front  rank 
of  bakers.  It  was  a common  thing  for  him 
to  work  oixtesn.  hours  a day,  and  because 
ho  went  to  a union  meeting  and  wanted 
better  wages  (I  may  say  he  was  receiving 
1*3  during  the  war)  the  younger  members  of 
the  committee  said,  ” Let  tl-e  silly  old  fool 
go  if  lie  don’t  know  better.” 

There  is  much  that  can  he  said  for  the 
view  that  “ Home  Student”  put  forward, 
but  apparently  he  lias  heard  the  parrot  cry, 

• Out  with  the  old  fogies.”  >1?  has  yet  to 
learn  that  in  all  organisations  we  must  have 
experience.  It  has  been  my  privilege  to  e>it 
under  an  apparently  okl  man  in  committee, 
and  it  was  refreshing  to  hear  him  say  with 
his  full  experience  of  seventeen  years  to  an 
ambitious  young  hand  who  would  want  to 
turn  the  society  upside  down,  “Stop  a 
minute,  there  i-s  the  ether  side;  you  must 
learn  to  understand  that  you  are  spending 
the  members’  money!” 

It  really  is  bewildering  licw  son'?  men  got 
on  committees.  I remember  a man,  being  a 
foreman  in  a factory,  be  was  able  to  collect 
enough  ballot  papers  ta  er.sure  a seat.  Al- 
though not-  at  all  qualified  he  succeeded,  and 
an  aS§  he  was. 

NVe  ask  curselves  the  question  again : 
NVlint  is  wrong?  Let  each  ask  himself: 
-What  am  I doing  to  put  the  wrong  right? 
The  movement  is  ours.  Let  us  have  con- 
fidence in  each  other. — Yours,  Are.. 

Co-oPERATon  (Wilts). 


hers  might  be  retained.  The  canvasser 
would  wait  on  all  new  members  with  their 
membership  cards,  which  would  provide  him 
with  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  many 
benefits — such  ns  sick  appliances,  sanatorium 
benefits,  and  death  benefits-  they  are 
entitled  to  as  members.  If  this  were  done 
there  would  be  a large  increase  tf  trade- per 
member.  NVhat  we  want  is  to  get  the  mem- 
bers to  feel  that  the  business  belongs  to 
them,  and  that  it  is  to  their  interest  to  eee 
that  it  succeeds.  I believe  the  Survey 
Report  suggested  that  .ill  societies  with 
over  10,000  members  should,  have  a paid 
canvasser;  but  few  societies  have  adopted  it. 
I believe  in  the  fullest  publicity,  as  it 
creates  confidence,  and  cionndeiice  repays 
itself  in  trade,  thereby  reducing  the  working 
expenses. — Yours,  &c.,  J.  M. 

Leicester. 


Pig- Keeping, 

Sik, — I disagree  with  ycur  correspondent, 
Mr.  George  Olay  ton',  when  lie  says  that  you 
cannot  breed  pigs  on  cold  clay  land.  As  the 
largest  breeder  of  pedigree  pigs — breeding 
thousands  per  year — I built  up  the  whole  of 
this  business  within  the  last  eleven  years, 
and  mainly  on  my  farms  here  which  are  cold 
weald  day.  In  more  recent  years  I have 
adopted  the  same  system  on  farms  of  mine  on 
chalk  and  lighter  land,  but  curiously  enough 
1 do  not  find  the  pigs  are  any  more  success- 
ful on  the  light  land  than  they  ate  on  the 
heavy  land,  and  I have  definitely  come  to 
conclusion  that  pigs  can  be  bred  most  (suc- 
cessfully on  any  class  of  land,  winter  and 
summer,  and  whatever  the  weather  may  be, 
anywhere  throughout  the  United  King- 
dom, providing  that  two  or  three 

essential  points  are  kept  in  1 mind. 

One  is  that  the  pigs  must  have  a 
shelter  which  will  provide  them  with  a sound 
roof,  a dry  fleer,  and  plenty  of  bedding  in 
cold  wet  weather.  They  must  also  be  pro- 
perly fed  on  correctly  balanced  rations,  and 
sows  and  litters  allowed  a free  run  in  and  out 
of  their  sleeping  quarters,  and  tlie  more 
room  they  liar.?  to  run  about  the  better  they 
are.  This  is  the  only  possible  way  of  hreed- 
ing  pigs  at  a profit,  as  an  expenditure  on  per- 
manent buildings  would  make  capital  charges 
so  heavy  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  The 
pigs  to  carry  them. 

I am  always  most  happy  to  be  of  help  to 
anyone  starting  pig-keeping,  and  am  pre- 
pared to  send  particulars  of,  wlmt  I have 
done,  and  how  I have  done  it,  to  anyone 
interested. — Yours  truly, 

S.  F.  Edge. 

Gallops  Homestead,  Ditehlhre  Sussex, 

May  3rd,  1922.  ’ 


What  is  Wanted. 

Sir, — A shops  inspector — an  official  found 
in  all  large  business  and  multiple  *diops — 
must  be  a necessity  in  the  movement ; but 
what  is  more  required  is  an  outside  can- 
vasser for  what  Mr.  NY.  H.  Brown  recently 
called  intensive  organising.  It  is  not  enough 
to  keep  making  new  members  if  we  are  losing 
them  at  the  same  time.  NVe  want  to  provent 
members  lapsing  by  seeiug  what  is  the  cause 
— which  may  be  a real  or  an  imaginary 
grievance — and  it  this  were  done  mauy  mem- 


Lztnd  and  War. 

— That  -war  is  to  the  co-operative 
movement  a deadly  enemy  is  fairly  obvious. 
That  war  results  from  unnatural  captivity  is 
made  quite  plain  in  Mr.  John  E.  Grant’s 
“ Problem  of  War  and  .Its  Solution, ” which, 
unfortunately,  your  reviewer  has  failed  to 
get  hold  cf.  As  a co-operator  who  lias  fol- 
lowed the  movement  pretty  closely  for  some 
years,  I should  like  to  endorse  what  Mr. 
Payne  says — no  co-operative  library  should 
lose  any  time  getting  Mr.  Grant’s  book, 
which^m  my  opinion,  is  the  book  of  the  cen- 
tury. I used  to  think  that  the  co-operati\e 
movement  contained  within  itself  the  prin- 
ciple of  universal  happiness  in  its  final 
development.  I now  know  that  the  co- 
operative movement  cannot  expand  to  any 
extent  under  land  monoj>oly,  and  that  the 
foundation  of  a Co-operative  Commonwealth 
must  first  be  established  by  the  equal  rights 
of  all  to  the  gifts  of  nature.  The  economic 
basis  of  co-operation  must  start  with  the  basis 
ol  all  production,  the  tilling  of  tho  soil.  '1  hese 
'v ho  are  free  to  produce  will  naturally  co- 
operate. A striking  exampile  of  thus  is  tire 
case  of  Denmark.  The  foundations  of  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  can  onjy  he  well 
and  truly  laid  by  thevassertion  of  the  common 
right  to  the  land,  and  will  be  hindered  until 
this  is  accomplished.  “ Demcoritus  ” should 
rend  again  "The  Problem  of  NVar  and  Its 
Solution.” — Yours,  Arc., 

F.  A.  NYn.mer. 

87,  NVoodstock-road,  N.  4.. 

§1  ULl  I'l*  .1.1 


ENEMY  IN  CLEVELAND. 

A PRESS  [ATTACK. 


At  the  quarterly  conference  of  the  South 
Durham  and  North  Riding  District  Associa- 
tion (Northern  Section),  held  on  Saturday  at 
Northallerton,  it  was  stated  that  opponents 
ol  the  movement  were  conducting  a press 
campaign  against  the  movement  in  the 
Cleveland  district. 

Mr.  J.  C'otteiill  (Guisborough),  who  mired 
the  question,  explained  the  difficulties  of  the 
industrial  situation  in  Cleveland  at  present, 
aud  alleged  that  strong  antagonism  to  the 
movement  was  beiin;  displayed  in  comments 
in  the  local  press.  He  also  showed  the  dele- 
gates a circular  that  was  Being  circulated 
broadcast  by  the  opponents  of  tire  movement. 

Mr  Adams  (CAV.S.  director)  supported 
Mr.  Cotterill  in  his  remarks. 


The  delegates  decided  that  the  circular 
should  be  sent  to  Manchester  so  that  the 
Co-operative  Union  might  decide  what  steps 
should  be  taken  in  the  matter. 


“ Once  again  I have  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  as  this 
month’s  ‘ Millgate.'  ” — A literary  and 
educational  authority. 


CALENDAR. 


MAY. 

20  S.  North-Western  Sectional  E.lucotional  A — <-ia- 
(North-Bist  Lancashire  Group).— Confer. 


the  WeMevnn  School.  Church  -...  ., 
Cl.iv  Um-lc-Moir. . at  3 p.m.  Subject  fur  di- 
cusiion  : - Education."  Address  hv  Mr. 
Ernest  Gray,  M.P. , 

North-Western  Section.— Airedale  District  Con. 
fere  nee.  in  the  Church  Schools,  BirkenMiaw 
at  3-30  p.m.  Subject  for  consideration 
" Loyalty— a Co-operative  Necessity";  to  l»> 
•"‘-ortuced  by  Sir.  T.  W.  Slerccr ‘ (Co-opera- 


tive Union). 

,,  North-Western  Section. — Ea?t  Yorkshire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Central  Premia's 
of  the  Ouxtleford  Society,  at  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject  for  discussion  : “ Review  of  Some  Vital 
Problems  Likely  to  Affect  the  Co-operative 
Movement  in  the  Near  Future."  Addr-s 
by  Mr.  G.  Goodenough. 

„ „ North-Western  Section.— Macclesfield,  Crewe, 
and  District  Conference,  in  the  Co-operativo 
Hull,  Weaver-street,  Winsford,  at  3-15  p.m. 
Subject  for  consideration  : " What  Co-opera- 
, lion  Really  Stands  For";  to  he  introduced 

by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brown  (Manchester). 

i,  „ North-Western  Section.— North-East  Lancashire 
District  Conference,  in  the  Reading;  Room. 
Sowerby-street,  Padibani,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : " Matters  of  Importance  Com- 
ing before  the  Brighton  Congress  to  bo 
introduced  by  Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (secretary, 
North-Western  Section). 

,,  ,,  North-Western  Section. — Oldham  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Kiln  Green  School,  adjoining 
the  Railway  Station,  Diggle,  ut  3-15  p.m. 
Subject  for  consideration  : " Oo-operators  and 
their  Press";  to  bo  introduced  by  Mr.  J. 
A.  Flanagan  (editor-in-chief,  National  Pub- 
li  'hiiig  Society). 

„ i,  Midland  Section  (Coventry  District).— Annual 
Meeting,  in  the  Co-operative  Room,  Chapel- 
street,  Rugby,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " Co-operative  Assurance  : Its  Ad- 
vantages to  the  Movement."  Reader  of 
paper,  Mr.  S.  Palmer  (superintendent,  C.I.S., 
Coventry  District). 

„ ,,  Southern  Section. — Surrey  district  Conference, 
in  the  Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  Addlestone,  nt 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion : " A Word 
on  Amalgamation."  Paper  by  Mr.  W.  W. 
Rose  (secretary.  Addlestone  Sooicty). 

„ Women’s  Guild.— Macclesfield  District  Confer- 
ence, in  • the  Guild  Room,  Market-street, 
Longton,  at  2-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : “ Unemployment  and  Co-opemtivo 

Trade."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Greenwood  (Sectional 
Council). 

■ i ,,  Women’s  Guild.— (Midland  .Sectional  Confer* 


Northampton,  nt  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : "Unemployment  and  Co-operalive 
Trade.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  Barton  (assistant 
general  secretary). 

„ „ Women's  Guild.— North-East  Lancashire  Pis- 
triot  Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall, 
Rochdale-road,  Bacup,  at  2-30  p.m.  _ 

■■  ii  Women's  Guild. — South  Yorkshire  District  Con- 
ference, at  1,  John-slreet,  Doncaster,  ut  2-30 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Women's 
Guild  Congress  Agenda."  Speaker,  Mrs. 
Daws  (Scarborough). 

24  W.  Women's  Guild.— East  Durham  District  Confer- 

ence, in  the  Hedleys  School,  Argyie-street, 
Hebburn,  at  2-A5  p.m.  Speaker,  Mr.  Howie. 
ii  i.  Women's  Guild. — Bucks,  and  Beds.  District 
Conference,  at  WolverUm  Science  and  Art 
Im.titute,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Unemployment  mid  Co-operativo 

Trade."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Layton,  C.C. 
ii  ii  Women's  Guild. — South-Western  Scclionnl  Con- 
ference, in  the  Assembly  Room,  Chelstoir, 
Torquay,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Unemployment  and  Co-operative 

Trade."  Address  by  Mrs.  Dewsbury  (Guild 
President). 

25  Tli.  Women's  Guild. — Birmingham  District  Confer- 

ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  High-street, 
Birmingham,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " Married  Women  in  Employment." 
Speaker,  Mrs.  Barton  (assistant  'general 
secretary). 

27  S.  North-We>dern  Section.— Dewsbury  District 
Conference,  on  the  Central  Premises  of  the 
Heckmondwiko  Society,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : “ Should  Co-operative  Socie- 
ties  Advertise Address  by  Air.  ,1.  Brad- 
shaw (secretary,  North-Western  Section). 

„ „ Southern  Education  Association.— Annual  Meet- 
ing, in  the  Assembly  Hal,  99,  Leman-street, 
London,  E-,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " A Forward  Movement  in  Co- 

operative Education."  Spenktw,  Professor  F. 

. Hall,  M.A. 

„ ,,  Women's  Guild. — North  Lancashire  District 
Conference,  in  the  Minor  Co-operative  Hall, 
Church-street,  Lancaster,  n-t  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discusr-ion  : " The  Co-operative 

Journey  to— Where?"  Speaker,  Mr*. 
Christie  (organiser  for  tho  Co-operative 
Party). 

„ „ Women's  Cuild.-Nuttirgham  District.  Confer- 
ence. in  the  Baptist  Schoolroom,  Victoriu- 
strect,  Sut.ton-in-AsphfiehJ,  at  3 pin.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Women  on  Boards  and 
Committees  and  Paid  Positions."  Speaker, 
Midland  Sectional  Council  Member. 

27-28  Southern  Educational  Association.— Week-end 
School  at  Shcrnells,-  Boslall  Hiwth,  Abticy 
Wood,  I»ndon,  S.E.  Lecturer,  Profe  — or  F. 
Hall,  M.A. 


A CONGRESS  ITEM. 


Inquiry  at  the  Co-opera  live  Union  Offices 
elicits  the  fact  that  there  will  be  about  1 .050 
delegates  at  the  Brighton  Controls.  This 
number  includes  members  the  Centn.l 
Board,  representatives  of  district  associa- 
tions, and  delegates  frem  societies,  but  it 
dees  not  include  members  of  the  reception 
cemmitto?  and  fraternal  delegates  from  homo 
and  foreign  organisations. 


A BRIGHTON  “SPECIAL.” 


All  co-operators  going  to  the  Congress  at 
Brighton  in  particular,  and  all  those  staying 
at  home  in  general,  must  not  miss  the 
” Millgate  Monthly”  for  June. 

Why? 

It  will  contain — 

Portraits  and  a character  sketch  of  the 
President  (Miss  Margaret  Llewelyn  Davies), 
by  Miss  Catherine  Webb. 

Ap  appreciation  and  portraits  of  Dr.  King 
(the  Brighton  pre-Rochdale  pioneer  of  co- 
operation), by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer. 

A chatty  article  on  Brighten  and  Sussex 
by  Mr.  W.  Henry  Brown. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


May  20,  1022. 


CARDIFF  EISTEDDFOD. 

A POPULAR  AND  INTERESTING 
EVENT. 

The  need  of  .a  large  co-operative  hall  at 
Cardiff  was  never  brought  home  to  such- an 
extent  as  on  "Wednesday  of  last  week.  The 
occasion  was  a children's  choir  /estival  and 
Eisteddfod,  held  under  the  auspices  of  the 
s Cardiff  Society’s  educational, committee  at 
the  Stacey-road  Labour  Hull.  Over  2,000 
applications  for  tickets  were  received  by 
the  enterprising  secretary  (Mr.  W.  L.  Sted- 
nmn),  and  the  accommodation  of  the. hall  is 
for' ' .less,  than  500.  More  than  200  childreip, 
belonging  to  the  Splott,  Canton,  Broadway, 
and  Roatli  Choirs  took  part  in  the  festival 
of  song,  and  acquitted  themselves  to  the 
full  satisfaction  of  a crowded  gathering.  - 

The  eisteddfodic  events  attracted  over 
sixty  entries,  a notable  feature  being 
the  ptep  dancing  and  fancy  dancing 
competitions — an  innovation  which  was 
enthusiastically,  received  and  highly  -ap- 
preciated by  all  present.  The  dancing  of 
the  children,  some  of  whom  were  under 
ten  years  of  age,  was  a delight.  The  awards 
were:  — 

. Recitation,  girls,  12-lff  (“What  Wb 
Need,"  Wilcox) : 1,  Divided  Iwtweeii  Marion 
Roth  well  (Broadway)  and  Elsie  Williams 
(Splott);  2,  Doris  Russell  (Broadway);  3, 
Elsie  Stone  (Rqatli). 

Step  dance  (children  under  1(1) : Phyllis 
Cottle  (Splott). 

Step  dance  (children  10-10):  1,  Kitty 

Johnson  (Splott) ; 2,  Freda  Schiily  (Splott).; 
3,  Winnie  Hicks  (Splott). 

, Song,  girls,,  7-12  years  (“Baby  Eyes," 
Richards  and  Carton):  1,  Rene  Weeks 

(Canton);  2,  divided  between  Queen ie  Stone 
(Roatli)  and  Violet  Dewdney  (Splott);  3, 
Edith  Lawrie  (Splott). 

- Classical  or  fancy  dance:  1,  Divided  be- 
tween Freda  Schiily  and  Gwen  Hicks  • 2, 
Olwen  Breveley;  3,  divided  between  Kitty 
Johnson  and  Gladys  Hill. 

The  four-  choirs  each  rendered  two  items'. 
The  leaders  were : —Broadway,  Mrs.  L. 
Chappie' and  Mr.  W.  G.  Chappie;  Canton, 
Miss  D.  Daunton  and  Miss  R.  A.  Stedman; 
Splott,  Mrs.  F.  Williams  and  Mrs.  F. 
Schiily;  'and  Roatli,  Miss  B.  Franklin  and 
the  Misses.  Morrow. 

The  adjudicators  were  Miss  Ceridwen 
Lloyd,  Mus.  Bae.,  MrSTS.  A.  Gibson,  Mr. 
Percy  W.  Balkwill,  and  Mr.  A.  Giishanr. 
Tile  president  of  the  society  (Mr.  G.  H. 
Clement)  occupied  the  chair. 

The  second  part  of  the  programme  was 
given  by.  the  Central  l.L.P.  Jolly  Boys, 
who,  by  their  minstrel  show,  provided  one 
of  the  most  amusing  entertainments. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 

The  death  has’ occurred  alter  a long  illness 
of  Mr.  Probert,  a member  of  the  Cardiff 
Society’s  management  and  educational 
committees*  Mr.  Probert  leaves  \ widow 
and  two  children. 

An  imitate n lias  been  extended  to  the 
Women’s  Guild  Congress  to  moot  at  Cardiff 
in  1923.  The  Cardiff  Women’s  Co-operative 
Guild  have  guaranteed  the  necessary  funds 
find  accommodation,  and  the  management 
ami  educational  committees  of  the  Cardiff 
Society  and  the  Men’s  Guild  have  promised 
to  assist  and  support  tile  invitation 
fina'iicially. 

• . . . 

Owing  to  his  -forthcoming  removal  from 
the  city  to  take  up  an  appointment  in  the 
audit  denartmeiit  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company  at  Paddington,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Clements  (president  of  the  Oaidiff  Society) 
is  relinquishing  that  position. 

A profit  of  £524  on  sales  amounting  to 
£2H.549  during  the  year  was  reported,  at 
tile  annual  meeting  on  Friday  of  the  AVhit- 
lnnd  Farmers'  Co-operative  Society.  Fur- 
ther, the  society  has  nesots  which  now 
amount  to  £‘5.370. 


NOT  A SINGLE  RUN. 

UNIQUE  CR4GK-ET  RESULT. 

Fbrnoai.e  Co-operative  Cricket  Club  created 
a sensation  in  .South  Wales  sporting  circles  on 
fiat urday  by. defeating  Wattstown  in  a First 
Division  League  game,  the  visiting  team  failing 
to  record  a single'  run. 

Batting  first,  the  co-operative  team  scored 
77,  and  then  followed  on  cxtraoi  dinary  debacle 
'seldom  seen,  even  in  club  cricket  matches.  R. 
Cirpouter,  for  the  co-operative  side,  took  7 
wickets  for  none,  securing  four  wickets  with 
five  ballp.  R.  Thomas  bowled  two  for  none, 
and  another  bat6inan  was  run  out  in  attempt- 
ing to  cave  his  side. 

Such  a icmarkable  lecoril  is  worth  publicity 
in  the  " Co-operative  News.” 


WEATHERING  THE  STORM.’ 


SOUTHERN  SOCIETIES  AND  THE  INDUSTRIAL  CRISIS. 


SECTIONAL  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 


HOURS  AND  WAGES  : PUBLICATIONS  : POLITICAL  MATTERS. 


FROM  OCR  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT. 


Thebp.  was-  ail  interesting  discussion  of 
problems  confronting  the  movement  at  the 
annual  conference  of  the  Southern  Section 
of  tlie-Union,  held  at  the  C.W.S.  Assembly 
Rooms,  Leman-street,  London,  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  A large  attendance  of  delegates 
was  presided  over  by  Mr.  E.  King,  the 
chairman  of  the  Southern  Sectional  Board 
(Mr.  M.  H.  Clear)  having  unfortunately 
sustained  a slight  injury  earlier  in  the  week, 
which,  though  not  keeping  him- away  from 
the  conference,  prevented  his  appearance  in 
the  chair. 

Discussion  arose  on  the  report  of  the  sec- 
tional board,  which  had  already  been  cir- 
culated. This  pointed  out  that  the  southern 
societies  had  snared  iii  the  general  troubles 
and  anxieties  created  by  the  trade  slump. 
It  expressed  the  view  that  to  wipe  out  a 
deficit-  with  the  aid  of  reserves  was  the  right 
thing  to  do,  but  that  to  use  depreciation 
and  reserve  and  educational  funds  with 
which  to  pay  small  dividends  was  unsound 
and  ineffective  policy.  It  was  now  matter 
for  congratulation  that  in  that  section  divi- 
dends had  never  been  large.  Those  who 
were  the  niis-st  loyal  iii  a crisis  were  eo-onera- 
tors  by  conviction,  which  meant  that  educa- 
tion was  the  movement’s  support. 

A number  of  - individuals  "societies  (not 
many)  were  congratulated  on  the  marked 
progress  in. the  last  year.  Notwithstanding 
earner  .remarks,  satisfaction  was  expressed 
that  the  members  of  societies  generally  had 
accepted  the.  difficult  position  with  dignity 
and  loyal  confidence  in  the  future— a fact 
which  should  encourage  all. to  keep  members 
advised  of  the  rear  difficulties  which  had  to 
Ik*  met,  and  not  iii  the  least  degree  to  seek 
support  by  the  adoption  of  unwise  financial 
expedients.  . 

Dealing  with  the  question  of  the  Sectional 
and  District  Hours  and  Wages. Boards,  the 
report  described  how,  as  a result  of  the  vote 
on  the  matter,  the  sectional  board  had  been 
dissolved,  though  some  of  the  district 
boards,  continue  in  existence.  It  was  sug- 
gested that  the  Labour  Department  could 
do  good  work  in  examining  the  dhole  ques- 
tion of  the  relation  of  employees  and 
committee. 

Support  had  been  given  to  a number  of 
new  societies,  and  a number  of  amalgama- 
tions had  occurred,  the  London  .Society  be- 
coming the  greatest  in  the  British  Isles  with 
112,000  members. 

Our  Publications. 

The.  report  added  that  the  Work  of  the 
Southern  Sectional-  Advisory  Committee  of 
the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society  was  not  proving  easy,  but  that  some 
good  conferences  and  meetings  ibad.  been 
attended,  and  several  committees  .inter- 
viewed and  advised.  Educational  commit- 
tees "were  handicapped  by  lack  of  finance, 
but  conferences  had  been-  uncommonly  well 
attended,  and  a number  of  successful  sum- 
mer schools  had  been  held. 

The  Chairman,  in  calling  upon  Mr.  R. 
Hibberd  (secretary  of  tile  sectional  "board) 
to  oj>ei)  tlie  discussion  on  the  report,  said 
that,  though  They'  were  passing  through 
critical  times,  they  were  weathering  the 
storin  ’ in  a very  satisfactory  manner,  and  a 
number  of  societies  were  looking  forward  to 
better  times,  in  which- hope  all  would  share. 
The'  movement  generally  was  looking  after 
Congress  next  month  to  gfenter  triumphs 
than  it  ever  enjoyed  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Hibberd  remarked— that  they  heard  a 
good  deal  about-  politics  nowadays  but  the 
first  paragraph  in  the  report  dealing  with 
the  present  situation  sluiwed  that  politics 
generally,  and  world  politics  particularly, 
had  a great  influence  upon  the  movement. 
Tlie  war  had  sbnken.them  out  of  their  .self- 
satisfaction  and-  complacency — great  draw- 
backs to  co-operation. 

Defending  dividends,  Air.  Hibberd  said 
they  had  n logical  and. . moral  ha  .sis,  and 
also  yery  practical  effects,  one  being  to  en- 
able members  to  see;-  whether  societies  were 
being  successfully  managed  or  not.  There 
were  iu  the  Southern' Section  to-dny  about- 
one-third  of  the  societies  working  without 
a divideiul — an  indication  of  the  effect  of 
the  slump  upon  the  movement.  The 
present  circumstances  showed  the  great 
importance  of  getting  down  stocks  to  to- 
day’s market  prices.  Those  commit-tees 
who-lia'd  not  cut  their  josses,  and  were  6till 
hoping  to  be' able  to  recoup  them  later, 
were  making  a great  mistake.  To  put 
stocks  in  balance  sheet*  at  figures  greater 
than  they  were  w;orth  wa*  bad  finance,  and, 
moreover,  was  not  hoiicst. 

No  “Daily"  Yet. 

Dealing  with  the  sectional  conference  at 
which  the  question  of  a daffy  newspaper 
was  discussed,  Mr.  Hibberd  said  it  was  a 
pitiable  Using  that  our  great  movement,  in 
the  face  of  the  forces  against  us.  and  their 
power  for  -misrepresentation  of  us.  had 
not  a daily  paper  of  our  own.  There 
was  not.  however,  the  least  likelihood  of 
our  getting  one  for  a long  time  to  come ; 
we  should  get  one  when"  tlie..  movement 
wanted  one.  and  at  present  it  did  not  want 
one.  It  wa*  best  to  face  that  situation 
frankly.  Dealing  later  with  the  work  of 
the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Publishing  • 


Society,  Mr.  Hibberd  said  -it  was  helping 
on  distribution  and  sales,  and  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  “ News,"  “ MUlgate," 
and  “ Outlook,"  though  a small  decrease  in 
“ Circles."  When  they  knew,  however, 
that  in  the  section,  with  a membership  of 
600,000,  only  a little  over  13,000  copies  of 
the  “ News  ",  were  sold,  they  would  realise 
that  a good  deal  remained  to  be  done. 

The  developments  in  connection  with  the 
Hours  and  Wftges  Board,  said  Uie  speaker, 
proved  that  a solution  of  dealing  with 
those  issues  had  not  yet  been  arrived  at, 
and  he  thought  the  question  wns  so  im- 
portant that  it  would  repay  no  inquiry  by 
persons  of  some  eminence.  Whilst  trade 
unions  were  lully  entitled  to  demand  that 
the  movement  should  pay  the  best  trade 
union  rates  of  : wages,  together  With  em- 
ployers outside  the  movement,  it  was  only 
for  the  movement  itself  to.  demand  that  it 
should  be  ahead  of  those  conditions.  He 
referred  to  tlie  refusal  of  the  Minister  ol' 
Labour  to  set  lip  a Grocery  and  Provision 
Trade  Board,  ami  offered  tlie  opinion  that 
tlie  movement  had  not  taken  the  strong 
. action  it  should  have  taken  in.  this  matter. 
Tlie  question  of  the  relations  between  socie- 
ties and  their  employees  would  have  to  be 
gone- into,  but  he  would  not  say  what  the 
relation  should  be.  Until,  however,  they 
got  some  system,  there  would  always  be 
difficulties  here  and  there. 

Hours  and  Wages. 

Mr.  Noble  (Rochester)  asked  if  any  fur- 
ther consideration  had  been  given  to  the 
wages  question  since  publication  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Hibberd  replied  that  the  United 
Board  had  had  tlie  matter  in  hand,  and 
that  there  should  be  some  reference  to  it 
in  their  report,  which  would  soon  tie  out. 

Reference  had  been  made  to  the  lack  of 
interest  in  the  movement  by  some  of  the 
productive  societies,  and  a delegate  asked 
why,  -if  they  did  not  further  tlie  objects  of 
-CQroperatibn,  they  were  accepted  for 
affiliation. 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  that  they  did 
not  know  -what-  the  societies  were  or  were 
not  going  to  do  before  they  came  into  the 
Uliion,  and  Mr.  Hibberd  said  that  some  of 
tlie  retail  societies  were  in  the  same  position 
as  the  nroductives. 

Air.  Tnurton  (Woking)  said  it  was  surely 
tlie  duty  of  the  board  to  press  upon  the 
Government  the  need  for  a settlement  of 
the  vexed  question  of  the  Grocery  Trade 
Board. 

The  Chairman  observed  that  this  wa,s  a 
matter  lor  the  United  Board  and  not  for  a 
sectional  board. 

Alderman  M'Giff  (from  the  platform),  re- 
presentative on  the  United  Board,  said  that 
the  co-operative  movement  was  . the  only 
movement  that  gave  evidence  for  the  Trade's 
Boards.  In  regard  to  the  Grocery  Board, 
the  United  Board  had  protested  to  Dr. 
Maonnmaia  against  the  delay,  and  the  move- 
ment had  " lobbied  M.P.’s. 

A Ladv  Delegate  from  the  London  So- 
ciety spoke  from  persona]  experience  of  the 
good  work  the  Trade  Boards  had  done,  and 
urged  that  the  movement  should  fight  for 
tliejr  retention  and  the  proper  exercise  of 
their  functions. 

Political  Action. 

A Portsea  Island  Delegate  spoke  strongly 
against  officials  who  opposed  Parliamen- 
tary representation,  and  said  they  ought 
iiot  to  be  allowed  to  hold  office. 

Mr.  Abel  (Peckham)  thought  all  the 
trouble  resolved  itself  into  the  question  of 
education.  If  all  were  really  co-operators, 
most  of  the  issues  now  confronting  them 
would  soon  be  settled. 

Mr.  Birch  (Royal  Arsenal  educational 
committee)  spoke  of  the  present  difficulties 
in  educatioiuil  work,  and  observed  that,  as 
tlie  AVebbs.  in  their  receut  book,  had  pointed 
out,  the  idealistic  side  of  the  movement 
appeared  to  be  receding  as  the  material  side 
progressed.  He  objected  to  a great  move- 
ment like  theirs  being  engaged  in  lobbying 
to  get  A/. P.'s  to  support  Trade  Board's  or 
anything  else.  Let  them  go  right  to  the 
front  door  and  demand  of  Parliament  their 
rights,  not  enter  by  the  bock  door  to  ask 
for  them. 

Air.  Noble  (Rochester)  thought  that  that, 
section  of  the  report  dealing  with  hours 
and  wages  did  not  reflect  credit  ori*  some 
societies,  and  he  wondered  if  thev  were 
averse  from  setting  up  district  boa'rds  be- 
cause they  thought  it  would  then  be  more 
difficult  to  withstand  demands  for  improved 
conditions.  The  movement  should  take 
into  consideration  all  the  facts,  set  up  a 
standard  and  adhere  to  it. 

The  Need  of  Goodwill. 

Mr.  Batlev  (London  Society)  said  it  was 
not  so  much  machinery  that  was  wanted 
as  goodwill  among  all  the  members.  He 
lepudiated  the  idea  that  some  societies  did 
not  set  up  district  boards  because  it  would 
not  then  be  so  easy  to  cut  down  wage-. 

Mr.  Burns  <Afetropqlitan  Association)  re- 
marked that  he  was  tired  of  hearing  of  the 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


POLICY  AND  NEEDS 
OF  THE  PARTY. 

VARIED  VIEWS  AT  DISTRICT 

CONKERENCE. 

Thu  quarterly  conference  of  the  Bol-.  oiul  Bint,. 
DIM  riot  u«*  liekl  at  nlney  t«i  Salitnlfcv,  Mn\  Uth_ 
when  about  eighty . delegates  assembled  to  ill*  ,L., 
■ T>te  Co-operative  Part)  : Its  Policy,  Aitivit,.., 
Needs*."  Mr.  W.  II.  Burtrai  (district  cbasniuu,)  |,tc. 

The  Clmirnmu  said  the  quo-limi  whether  the  nM,vc. 
ment  nfa-uld  go  into  politics  was  nettled  hy  tWgm* 
and  political  action  1 saving  become  an  inUgrul  pan 
of  our  movement,  il  behoved  ulUlo  pul  thru  Uq 
work  into  it. 

Mr.  Rees  (Co-operative  I'orl.v)  read  the  *pee;«|  ixtper 
of  the  National  (Yunmittee.  He  argued,  iu  addition 
that  Ihe  Co-operative  Party  win  not.  a pohti.al  pan,’ 
but  was  a department  of  the  (V><d>enttive  Union,  nn| 
its' policy  whs  laid  down  by  Congee**. 

Mr.  Timms  (Bletchley)  asked  tiow  it  \*us  Ui.it  the 
chief  officials  of  Hie  movement  burg/tack  m>  much. 

Mr.  Keen  replied  that  tlie  C.W.S.  was  imilmg  the 
parly  very  well  n r.w.  It  wits  contribillkg  11,000  i„ 
Ihc  funds,  <u:d  had  agreed  to  lend  them  \rluvlra  il 
necessary. 

Mr.  Timms  : Was  not  that  gem  rosily  brought  about 
because  ft  "devil  of  n low"  was  made  ulonl  ill 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Haldoni  (St.  Allxti^)  aaid  in  Hi;-  area  co-o|sm. 
tors  were  not  numerous  enough  lo  nm  caniti-tali*,  , [ 
tluir  own  with  any  hope  of  success,  lie  thouglit 
tliat  if  Hie  local  co-operator*  joined  foices  wiih  nh.  r 
progcefNve  movement*,  financial  Mijqvwt  Niioiild  1* 
given  from  the  pally,  seeing  HiAt  locally  they  bub. 
scribed  lo  (lie  funds. 

Mr.  flees  raid  it  Was  bid  down  by  Congee-  Hint 
no  financial  support  could  die  given  unless  the  candi- 
date came  forward  a.-  a Co-ojierotive  ‘COgdidule. 

Mrs.  Baldwin  (Wolverton  Women's  Guild)  nskid  if 
it  were  open  to  any  management  cmiiii'iltee  to  n-k 
their  members  it  they  would  liave  (ml i lice  or  not,  u-ii'g 
they  were  affiliated  to  tlie  L'o-ojx'mtiye  Union. 

Mr.  Rees  said  flint  depended  on  the  rules, 

Mr  Stratum  (Watford)  arid  tlie  didicully  was  to  git 
members  to  see  the  view*  laid  down  iu  tlie  |o|h  r. 
He  wonted  to  see  n way  found  by  which  inenihiM 
could  he  brought  to  take  the  co-operative  view  <f 

politics. 

Mr.  Baldwin  (Newport  PagneD)  thought  where  it 
wns  inqiossihlc  to  return  a Cp-»  perntivo  candidate, 
they  should,  help  to  return  a candidate  win.  wouid 
defend  Hie  movement  in  I’arliniuent. 

Mr.  Jones  (Bedford)  thought  (hat  until  tliey  could 
educate  til*  hulk  of  their  uiomberatiip,  Ilie  best  thing 
was  to  form  a local  parly  of  th.ee  iu  favour  of 
co-operative  politics. 

Mr.  Bate  (Co-operative  Union)  said  his  society  (bil- 
lion) had  bail  " some  " politics.  fin  "believed  Hmt 
Micav  were  (civ  co-r.pomtors  who  would  not  ague  lo 
the  seven Ice'ii  articles  of  policy.  It  was  not  lireaum 
they  disagreed  with  tlie  policy  that  members  ulijeehd 
to  |H)lilies  entering  ilieir  wciHicj.,  bill  bccnu*c  ol  |he 
ways  and  methods  of  the  people  win*  liod  aMinim! 
tlgMn  selves  to  the  parly.  T-tve  greatest  mistake  Hi.it 
Hie  parly  Irad  made  was  Hull  mhiir  of  them  l.ml 
the  idea  that  they  lord  .only  to  call  them  wire*  • lie 
Co-operative  Tarty  and  (lie  rest-  ot  the  co-uperat«rf 
would  fall  down  nod  won-hip  them. 

Mr.  Goodwin  (Bletchley)  said  it  wus  no  iim-  dabbling 
about.  Tliey  must  eit tier  go  in  for  j-olitics  or  l<uie 
them  alone. 

Mr.  Bond  (St.'  Allans)  mill  It  seemed  wllhl.  lo 
ask  societien  to  subscribe  to  tire  part)  '*  funds  aid 
then  deny  the  right  of  financial  assistance  when  liny 
put  forward  candidate*  in  another  |>r>gi<»~n-  move- 

Mr.  Warren  (Luton)  mid  the  wmk  In  i-ohm- in  n 
with  the- Political  Council  was  Hie  hast,  mti-hu h-ry 
of  all  Id-  society's  activities.  Ho  attributed  this  to 
the  aparh)  of  the  ordinary  member. 

Mr.  Hees  ably  replied  to  the  discussion. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

failures  of  on-operators  when  they  ap* 
pronf  herl  tlie  Government.  Of  course  tliey 
failetl,  l>ectui.se  tlie  private  traders  bad  been 
there  lmfore  them,  and  the  private  traders 
were  tlie  people  from  whom  tlie  Government 
got  their  support.  Co-operation  wanted  a 
great  forward  movement. 

Afr.  J.  Dickinson  (plotfrsrm)  said  lie 
thought  the  most  important  .question  (of 
the  movement  wns  how  to  reconcile  tlie  in- 
terests of  the  management  and  eni|>l"i‘<H 
and  the  rank  and  file.  He  was  disappointed 
with  the  attitude  of  many  societies  t<>  • •'♦* 
Hours  and  AVnges  Board.  They  wanted  to 
get  tlie  employees  to  believe  that  tliey  were 
trying  to  give  them  not  as  little,  but  a" 
much  as  they  could.  Wages  should  l>e  die 
last  section  of  expenditure  to  lie  attacked. 

The  I’ortsen  Island'  Delegate  said  thev 
had  a joint  committee  representative  «*f 
management  find  employees,  with  certain 
sub-committee*,  for  the  exchange  of  idc.is 
It  had  been  working  for  twelve  months  quite 
satisfactorily,  and  they  had  doubled  the 
memliership  among  employees. 

Alderman  M'Giff.  in  reply  to'  earlier 
speeches,  said  that  the  Swansea  Congress 
in  1917  laid  it  down  that  they  were  to  go  t‘> 
Parliament  by  the  front  door,  but  the  mem- 
bers di«l  not  respond  as  they  should.  Fhe 
amount  of  support  given  to  the  Co-operntn'« 
Party  was  a disgrace  to  the  movement. 

Thanks  of  the  conference  were  expressed 
ic  tlie  Chairman  and  Mr.  Hihlierd,  on  the 
motion  of  Air.  Mold  (Hlratlordl. 
by  Mrs.  Gasson  (from  live  platform), 
supiiorted  by  Mr.  Clear. 


annual  report  of  tlie  Bookhoulcr» 
)rative  Society  ref-*-rt*  v'** 


The 

Co-operative  Society  (IajikIoo)  re [*>-- 
bu.sinesH  i-ontinnee  to  increase 
Sole*  were  £'l,f>HJt.  tia  «-oni|Nir*-,I  wifb  £•••*■  (• 
Ithxugli  therv  has  been  no  advance  1,1  I'r,‘- 

a I..-. I .j  r.  , r - cut  o 


to  cuRtomera.  A diri*h*nd  tA  fl  f*er  • 
declared,  and  £15  i*  allocote<l  to  the 
tional  fund  and  £'3D  to  reserve  to 
tost  of  removal  to  High  Holboru. 
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Chapter  XVII. — Naomi  Intervenes. 

All  days-at  Ivy  Towers  were  now  depress- 
Jugly  dull,  but  Sunday  was  the  most  de- 
pressing of  all.  . Even  in  the  servants’  hall 
it  was  felt,  and  also  voiced;  as  the  various 
retainers  lingered  over  their  breakfast. 

“It’s  ’orrid,”  grumbled  Polly  Jones. 
'"'I’ll  go  melancholy  mad  if  things  don’t 
alter.  I won’t  stay  another  month  if  they 
don't.”  . 

“ Same  here,  Polly,”  said  Brooks,  the 
footman.  “ S' pose  you  an'  mel,’6ok  it 
together.” 

“ Dofi.’t  you  be  so  fast,  young  feller,”  re- 
torted Polhr.  11  When  I leaves  this  ’ouse  I 
leaves  it  in  a respectable  and  proper  way.” 
" That’s  the  way  to  talk  to  him,  Polly,” 
said  Mr.  Jenkins,  approvingly.  Keep 
him  in  his  place.  But  what’s  the  matter, 
pjy  girl?” 

‘•Matter?”  echoed  Polly,  indignantly, 

“ why  everything’s  the  matter.  The  place 
is  like  a dead-'ouse.  You  never  ’ears  a 
sound  'ardly,  and  it  ain’t  often  as  one  sees 
a soul.  Even  that  nice  Miss  Stella  Is  begin- 
ning to  look  as  sad  as  sad.”  - 
“ Well,  what  can  yer  expect?”  put  in  the 
stolid  Wicks.  “ The  inkwist  opens  to-mor-. 
row,  and  then  who  knows  what  may, 
’appen?” 

There,  was  a long-drawn  sigh  at  this  from 
all  present;  but  for  a minute  or  so  no  one 
spoke,  for,  by  the  orders  of  the  house- 
keeper, who  was  supposed  to  convey  the 
earl's  wishes  in  the  matter,  the  topic  was 
to-be  considered  taboo.  .At  last  Sarah  Bill- 
ings, the  cook,  said:  - 

“ What's  the  use  of  keeping  our  mouths 
shut  when  everybody  for  miles  roHud  are 
talkin’  about  it  just  as  they  likes.  My 
mind’s  made  up  one  way  at  any  rt)te.  M ‘ 

“ And  what’s  that;  Sarah?”  queried  Polly 
• eagerly:  ' ' • 

“ Why,  that  I gives  my  notice  til©  moment 
I knows  that  either  Miss  Naomi  or  Mr. 
Horace  is  locked  up  for  murder.  I never 
would,  and  never  will,  stay  in  any  family 
that’s  got  any  disgraceful  belongings.” 

“ You  ain’t  got  no  right,  Sarah  Bill- 
ings,” interposed  -Polly,  indignantly,  •“  to 
call  anybody  in  the  family  disgraceful.  ; And 
ns  to  poor  Miss  Naomi- — hoi’  > ■ ‘ 

“Don’t  you  he  in  such  a hurry.  Miss 
Pert,”  interrupted  the  cook,  wrathfullv. 

“ What  I said  1 said,  and  I’ll  -stick  to  it. 

I didn't  say  as^  either  Miss  Naorbi  or  Mr. 
Horace  was  disgraceful,  though  if  you  want 

my  opinion ” * 

“Which  wc  don’t,”  interrupted  Brooks. 

“ Ladies  is  always  too  ready  with  their 
opinion.” 

This  ungallant  remark  instantly  produced 
union  in  the  feminine  camp,  and  poor 
Brooks  was  almost  overwhelmed  by  the 
tornado  of  reproaches  burled  upon  him  by 
the  insulted  fair  ones.  Mr.  Jenkins  inter- 
- vened,  artd  so  did  the- stolid  Wicks;  but 
order  was  only  restored  by  the  intervention 
of  Mr.  Shanks,  the  head-gardener. 'who  was 
highly  esteemed  for  his  general  intelligence 
and  thorough  impartiality. 

“ Let  us  lay  aside  personalities,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,”  be  said,  soothingly.  “I 
shouldn't  be  surprised  if  Mr.  Horace  and 
Miss  Naomi  were  both  to  come  out  trium- 
phant at  the  inquest  to-morrow.” 

“ Hope  so,  I’m  sure,”  snapped  out  the 
cook  in  tones  that  plainly  intimated  her 
entire  scepticism  as  to  such  a result.  Mr. 
Jenkins  said  he  wasn’t  too  hopeful  in  .the 
matter,  but  he  would  be  glad  if  Mr.  Shanks 
would  give  his  reasons  lor  what  he  had  said. 

“ Certainly,”  replied  the  gardener. 
Leing  outdoors,  1 see  things  . which  you 
don’t.  All  day  yesterday  they  were  examin- 
ing very  carefully, the  . footprints  in  the  park, 
not  only  near  the  spot  where  the  body  was 
found,  but  right  through  the  wood  to.  the 
shrubbery  where  Miss  El  ling  fori,  .says  she 
saw  the  man  that  night.  In  my  opinion, 
she  made  no  mistake,  and  that  somebody 
was  there.  If  they  -tan  get  a clue  as  to 
who  the  man  was,  in  my  opinion  they’ll  be 
outlie  track’ of  the  real  criminal.”’  ’ 

“ But  who  \yas  it  that  was  engaged  in 
waking  these  investigations  ia  the  park?” 
asked  Jenkins.  . . 

■'  M ell,  it  was  lib  lordship  and  a man  he 
addressed  as  Mr.  Page,  a detective  likely 
enough,  though,  of  .-jure,  I can’t  say. 
tnioe  or  twice  they  called  me  up  to  itnswer 
and  that’s  how. I heard  his  name. 
„ . ’’  ell,  all  as  I can  say,”  observed  Brooks, 
is  that  there’s  a Tot  of  rum  goings  on  here. 
-I  don't  niiiid  speaking  :ctit.  I don’t.  ' I'm 
going  to' chuck  service,  and  open  a grooei’s 
?bop  in  London.  I ain’t  much  of  a believer 
jn  airystocracy,  I ain't.  I’ve  no  doubt  as 
Jus  lordship- has  Sowed  lots  of  wild  oats  in 
luS  tnne,  and  I reckon  as  Mr.  'Orace- ain’t 
Hiuoh  better.  I've  got  my  notions  as  to  the 
Hiurder,  and  I don't  believe  as  poor  little 
■miss  Naomi  had  anything  Lo  do  with  it.” 

/ Here  Polly  clapped  her  hands,  and  smiled 
graciously  upon  Brooks,  that  the  young 
man  was  encouraged  to  proceed,  in  spite  of 
gloomy  silenee'of  the  others. 

* 'f*.  it  was-  a man  ns- done  it-,  sure 
oligh,  and  none  of  your  strangers,  either, 


ofTfo  Sfrxke  <si  Deepdertv  ', 
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Mr.  Shanks.  Of  course,  lib  lordship  means 
to  clear  the  family  name  at  any  price. 
Money’s  6ent  a liiunercent  man  to  the 
gallers  many  a time.  And  if  a man  ’asn’t 
got  no -friends  lie’ll  make  a jolly  good  scape- 
goat. Oh,  yes,  there’s  a lot  of  funny  things 
a-going  on.  What  did- his  lordship  mean  by 
-’nvin’  that  Yankee  chap  as  calls  hisself  Sin- 
clair up  in  the  study  the  other  night,  aud 
making  him  drunk  on  whiskey?  I 'elped 
to  carry  him  out,  so  I know  wliat  I'm  savin’. 
My  opinion  b Hint  they  are  gettin’  up  a case 
against  this  chap  sc-  as  to  get  Mr.  ’Orace  out 
or  a scrape.  There— now  you  'ave  it.” 
Satisfied  with  the  sensation  lie  had  caused 
by  this  declaration.  Brooks  got  up  from  his 
seat,  thrust  lib  hands  into  his-  trouser- 
pockets,  whistled  unconcernedly,  and  walked 
out  of  the  room. 

His  departure  was  the  signal  for . the 
break-up  of  the  morning's  conference,.'  and 
each  proceeded- about  his  or  her  duties.  In 
one  of  the  upper  corridors  Polly  came  f ice 
to  face  with  Naomi;  who  was  (IressSd  for  go- 
ing out.  A pitiful  little  figure  the  looked, 
without  a tinge  of  colour  in  her  olive-hued 
skin,  with' her  eyes  stern  and  steady,  and 
with  a 'fixed  and  determined  gravity  around 
her  mouth. 

“ Going  to  church,  miss?”  asked  Polly, 
with  a curious  mixture  of  respect,’  pity,  and 
familiarity. 

“ No,  Polly,”  returned  Naoiui;  with  a 
flickering,  half-bitter -smile:  “ I don’t  feel 

like  going  to  church  now.  I am  not  meek 
enough.  Besides,  Mr.  Cnrshaltoii  always 
makes  a rebel  of  me.” 

“ But  Mr.  Carshalton  won’t  preach  any 
more,  Mbs  .Naomi.  He  is  going  away.” 

“ Going  away  ? • I did  not  know  it.” 

“No,  miss,  because  you  haven’t  l>een-out 
lately.  And  it’s  quite  sudden,  too.  They 
say  that  the  bishop  has  ordered  Mr.  Cnrs- 
lialton  to  take  a rest.” 

“A, west?”  echoed  Naomi  with  a weary 
sigh.  “ Ah,  yevS,  I suppose  so..  I know  lie 
works  very  hard.  He’s  a saint  they  say.” 

“ Yes,  miss,  and  so  lie  is.  But  even  saints 
i is, human,  beings.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Cars- 

liaiton  since — since ” 

Polly  hesitated,  but  Naomi  took  up  her 
words  quit?  calmly. 

“ Since  the.  murder  you  were  going  to  say. 
No,  1 liav.e  not  seen  linn.  AVliy  do  you  ask?” 
“Because  he’s  been  ill;  and  lie’s  that 
changed  you’d  hardly  know  him.  lie  looks 
quit©  an  olj  man.’.’ 

Eor  the  first  time  Naomi  showed  some 
interest  in  the  conversation.  Her  dark  eyes 
sparkled,  and  she 'asked  : “ Has  lie  been  laid 
up.?”. 

“ I don’t  think  so,  miss'  though  , he  was 
confined  to  the  ’ouse  for  son>?  days.  And 

they  do. sav,  miss ” 

But  here  the  voluble  Polly  stopped  and 
reddened,  having  become  aware  that  she  was 
yielding  indiscreetly  to  the  “ unruly 
member.” 

“ What  do  they  say?”  demanded  Naomi, 
her  eyes  Still  kindling.  “ Don’t,  be  afraid, 
ev^n  if  it  is  idle  gossip,”  she  added,  with 
some  impatienoe. 

Polly,  in  lowered  tones,  “ that  the  vicar  was 
in  love  with  Miss  Muriel,  and  that. the  shock 
of  her  death  has  made. him  ’an  old  man.” 

. Naomi's  bosom  began  to  heave,  and.  with 
a Hush  on  her  dusky  cheeks,  she  burst  out 
with,  ill-suppressed  passion.: 

“She  lived  only,  to  ensnare  men.  and  to 
wreck  their  lives.  I cannot  forgive  her, 
even  now.” 

Here  she  bit  her  lips  furiously,  as  if  to 
keep  back  the  words  that  were  forcing  their 
way  through.  Then  she  hurried  along  the 
corridor  until  she  reached  the  central  hail, 
where  she  descended  the  grand  staircase  to 
tlie  main  floor.  Here,  with  a startling  sud- 
denness, she  came  face  to  face  with  Horace! 

It  was  the  first  time  they  liaj  met  since 
the  opening  of  the  inquest,  and  both 
stopped,  with  little  more  than  a yard 
separating  them. 

A palpable  shudder  shook  the  frame  of  the 
girl,  as  she  clutched  at  the  bodice  she  was 
wearing,  while  his  brows  contracted  sud- 
denly, 'as  if  he  felt  a sharp  wiiige  of  pain. 
Then,  as  he  looked  at  her  drawn,  colourless 
face,  hb  expression  seftened  to  one  of  in- 
tense pity,  and  with  outstretched  hands  he 
stepped  towards'  her, ’'crying  : 

“ Naomi,  I ‘can't  bear  it.  In  spite  of  the 
horror  tlitit  has  come  between  we  still  love 
one  another.  Even  crime  must  not  keep  us 
apart.  For  good  or  evil  we  are  one. 
Come!”‘ 

He -would  have  caught  her  in  his  arms, 
but  she  motioned  him  back  with  both  hands, 
calling  out  frenziedly  as  she_  did  so : 

“ No,  no,  no,  ho;  no  ! While  there  is  brood 
between  os  we  are  for  ever  separate  in  this 
life,  if  n6t  in  the  other.  Do  not  touch  me!” 
He  6topped  instantly,  and  hit  hi? 'nether 
lip.  Then,  with  a frown,  lie  said,  in  a low, 
hitter  voice: 

“ Be  it  so.  I cannot  forget  if  you  will 
not.  But  I am  getting  reckless,  for  life  is 
an  accursed  tiling.” 

With  a little  shrill  laugh,  more  of  paiu 
than  of  mirth,  she-  responded  : 

“ Do  I notknow  it?  I have  nothing  now 
to  live  for,  and  to-morrow,  perhaps--  ” 

“ You  shall  not  say  that, ’ lie  interrupted 
roughly.  ‘‘Your  life  is  before  you.” 

‘lEor  how  long?”,  she  queried  defiantly. 


“A  few  weeks?  Wliat  matters?  If  it'  is 
to  be  a life  for  a life  I am  willing  to  give 
mine.” 

“ I will  not  have  it,”  he  cried,  vehemently. 
“ If  they  charge  you,  I will  instantly  declare 
myself  to  be  the  slayer  of  Muriel  Atter- 
cliffe  I” 

“ Then  it  shall  be  ny  word  against 
jours  ” she  said  in  a low,  determined  voice. 
“ 1 will  swear  that  I killed  mv1  lival,  and 
they  will,  nay,  must,  believe  me.  And  if 
the  end  is  to  come,  let  it  come  soon.  1 can 
say  no  more.  I must  go.  I am  not  so 
strong  as  I thought.  Good-bye.  No,  uot 
another  word!” 

She  ran  past  him  as  she  spoke,  through 
the  grand  hall,  and  into  the  outer  lobby. 
Then  she  tor?  down  the  great  flight  o*f  steps, 
and  fled  blindly  onwards  until  she  reached 
the  park  gates,  one  of  which  was  standing 
wide  open. 

Whether  .anyone  <snw  her  she  neither  knew 
nor  cared.  Onward  she  went,,  indifferent 
whither  she  was  going,  hut  keeping  away 
from  the- high  roads. 

It  was  a joyous  day  in  early  apiumn.  Not 
a -cloud  flecked  the  sky,  an  1 the  air  was  as 
clear  as  crystal.  Church  bells  were  ring- 
ing, the  birds  were  carolling  on  eveiy  hand, 
and  all  was  so  peaceful, '-bright,  and  happy, 
that  the  girl’s  heart  involuntarily  responded. 

And  so,  as  she  went  onwards,  a dreamy 
forgetfulness  took  possession  of  her,  a kind 
of  sensuous  bliss,  during  winch  memory  was, 
so  to  speak,  lying  dormant. 

How  long  she  continued  m this  state  she 
never  afterwards  knew.  She  wandered  on- 
wards regardless  of  time.  The  chiming  of 
the  church  bells  ceased,  hue  she  took  no 
heed  of  the  fact.  The  sun  climbed  further 
up  into  the  heavens  until  it  reached  its 
highest  altitude,  and  then  commenced  its 
descent,  showing  that  noon  had  come  and 
gone. 

But  this  was  naught  to  her,  because,  for 
the  moment,  time  was  uot,  .and  even 
memory  slumbered. 

Suddenly,  however,  she  was  brought  hack 
to  vivid  consciousness  by  tin;  sound  of 
voices  quite  near,  though  the  speakers  were 
hidden  from  her. 

Hitherto  she  had  kept  to  the  lanes,  and 
had  not  wandered  into  t bo  fields  on  either 
side  of  her,  though  the  numerous  gaps  in 
the  hedges  rendered  this  perfectly  easy.  It 
was  mainly  grazing-land,  and  public  tracks 
across  the  hills  were  frequent  enough. 

Siie  had  reached  one  of  these  .gaps,  and 
had  stopped,  quivering  with  excitement,  for 
she  had  heard  her  name  mentioned,  and 
indeed  had  discovered  that  she  was  the  c-hief 
subject  of  a discussion  that  was  going  on  on 
the  ether  side  of  the  hedge.  The  voices 
were  familiar,  and  it  scarcely  needed  the 
cautious  peep  through  l ha  opening  in  order 
to  recognise  the  speakers.  They  were 
Ridliard,'  Tnant  and  Aubrey  Atterchfre. 

“ Go  away,”  the  latter  was  saying  in 
threatening  tones,  “or  I will  give  you  a 
worse  castigation- than  I give  you. two  clays 
ago.  I'll  have  nothing  to  do  with  you.” 

“Won’t  you  now'?”  sneered t the , other. 

“ You,  took  me  unawares  then,  but  I ain’t 
afraid  of  j'ou  now.  T reckon  .you’re  a poor 
c-uss,  in  spit?  of  your  big  limbs.  Oh,  yes, 
it’s  mighty  fine  to  play-Prince  Prettymau 
with  lovely  gals.  The  other  clay  it  was  the 
Hazlethorpe  beauty,  and  now  it’s  the 
Leferier  cat,  the  little  she-devil  who  choked 
tlie  life  out  of  your  own  sister. 

“ Why,  if  *she’d  killed  a sister  of  mine  I’d 
have  wanted  to' hang  the  little  fury  twenty 
times  over.  But  she’s  got  to  swing, 
whether  you  like  it  or  not.  I’ll  see  to  iliat. 
The  evidence  that’ll  convict  her  is  in  my 
possession,  and  I won’t  part  jvich  it  for  all 
the  dollars  j'ou  can  offer,  for  I can  see  you 
don’t  want  her  to  hang. 

"Oh,  no!  And  it  ain't-  tender-hearted- 
ness, neither.  It’s  ‘bec-aus?  you’re  in  love 
with  the  other  gal,  and  .vou  think  she’ll  cut 
you  if  ,vou  help  to  string  up  the  Leferier  cat. 
Yes,  you’re  a poor  cuss,  and  I wouldn’t  call 
myself  a man,  if  I wfere  you.''  • 

Naomi  heard  all  this  with  wildly  conflict- 
ing emotions,  only  liaIf-compreb?uding. 
She  felt,-  rather  than  reasoned,  that  there 
was  danger  in  the  air.  She  felt,  rather  than 
argued,  that  Richard  Trent  would  not  dare 
to  taunt  Aubrey  Attereliffe  in  this _ manner . 
if  he  were  not  prepared  for  all  that  the 
younger  man  might  attempt  in  his  anger.  ’ 

And  so,-  more  from  instinct  than  reason 
she  stepped  through  the  gap  -just  as  Trent 
finished -his  contemptuous  speech. 

Neither  of  them  saw  her,  for  they  were 
not  looking  her  way.  She  was  only  just  in 
time  to  prevent  another  horror.  . 

Aubrey,  stung  to  fury,  stepped  forward 
with  upraised  arm  and  clenched  fist  to 
knock  his  termentor  down.  Trent,  evi- 
dently prcpared'for  this,  stepped  ba<-k,  and 
tlie  next  instant  drew  a revolver  from  his 
pocket,  and  levelled  it  at  the  Englishman. 

But  before  he  could  pull  the  trigger,  the 
girl  sprang  forward  and  dashed  his  arm 
upwards,  and  the  shot  went  high  in  the  air! 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.  ] 


BELMONT  BLOUSES. 


We  understand  that  the  10  momme  Jap 
silk  blouses  of  the  “Belmont”  make, 
recently  advertised  -by  the  C.W.S.,  have 
been  all  sold  to  societies.  Evidently  the 
quality,  style,  and  finish  of  these  co-opera- 
tive productions  have  appealed  strongly  to 
the  managers  of  societies,  who  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  secure  for 
their  members  bargains  in  blouses.  Many 
retail  societies  have  now  got  good  stocks 
of  these,  and-  individual  members  should 
make  an  early  effort  to  secure  the  ‘ Bel- 
mont ” blouses  in  Jap  silk,  so  that  the 
enterprise  of  their  managers  in  helping 
forward  eo-operative  production  at  the 
present  tinie  shall  have  full  encouragement 
from  the  members  of  societies. 


MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

fCORRESPO.vDE.VT3  are  requested  to  write  In  Ink.  on 
on*  side  of  tlie  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
ago,  eex,  occupation,  end  symptoms,  using  distinctive 

noms-de-plumo " or  initials,  but  also  giving  re*I 
name*  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acuta 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  bo  con- 
pdered.  Address,  "The  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  News," 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.] 

Swsitr  Fret  ("  Yorick  Wash  well 
and  dry  thoroughly;  powder  feet  ancl  dust 
insides  of  socks  with  boraric  powder; 
change  socks  daily. 

“ Parvenu.” — Neuralgia  seems  to  he 
j'our  trouble,  for  which  you  niiglit  take  this 
mixture: — Dilute  phosphoric  hoid,  2 
drachms;  liquor  strychnime.  1 drachm;  tine- . 
tnre  of  cardamons,  2 drachms;  chloroform 
water  to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoouful  three 
times  a day, 

Emphysema  (“  Co-operator.  Yes,  the 
condition  is  practically  incurable,  the 
treatment  being  at  best  merely  palliative, 
and  the  measures  taken  being  such  as  will 
help  the  bronchitis  and  asthma,  which  have 
caused  it.  \our  panel  doctor  will,  or  oourse, 
give  you  such  medicine  as  can  be  prescribed. 

“ Dan  Lkno.” — By  “ colon,”  I presume 
jou  mean  the  “ seat,”  the  onlj'  part  of  tlie 
lower-  intestine  which  -eon  “come  down,” 
and  I think  you  may  have  “ piles  ” as  well. 
But  only  a personal  examination  by  a doctor 
could  settle  the  diagnosis;  and  this  I think 
should  be  done  in  your  case  before  treat- 
ment is  suggested. 

“ Brownie.”— -In  addition  to  the  diet  j’ou 
refer  to,  j'ou  might  take  oatmeal  porridge 
and  milk — the  old- 1 ash  ion  ed  oatnieal,  not  the 
decorticated,  partly-cooked  “oats” — made 
thick,  and  taken  as  a meal — not  along  with 
qther  food — green  vegetables,  and  fresh  fruit 
if  possible,  with  a good  deal  of  out-of-doors 
exercise,  and  massage  of  the  abdomen. 

“ Boij.ed  Turnips.” — At  seventy-nine 

years  of  age  one  must  not  expert  much  ; but 
th?  “sore  places  ” on  the  head  might  get 
better.  Try  cleansing  tlie  places  with  borax 
and  water,  and  applying  compound  zinc 
ointment,  washing  off  the  “ matter  ” with 
olive  oil,  and  re-applj-ing  the  ointment 
dailj', 

“X.  L.  M.  Y.”  (Huddersfield). — Your 
“ complaint  ” is  common  enough  at  your 
age,  and  in  moderation  does  no  great  .harm. 
The  means  of  minimising  it  are  little  incut, 
avoidance  of  stimulating  foods,  no  alcohol, 
no  tobacco,  plenty  of  out-of-door's  exercise, 
and  mild  athleticism,  mental  and  thought 
training,  avoidance  of  constipation  and 
straining. 

“ Boots.” — The  powder  being  a form  of 
lime,  it  follows  that  you  are  inhaling  and 
swallowing  a very  irritating  mid  drying  ma- 
terial, which,  in  considerable  quantity,  must 
he  injurious.  The  only  way  to  prevent  such 
injury  is  by  preventing  the  dust  filling  the 
air  and  being  inhaled,  or  of  wearing  masks 
over  the  mouth  and  nose,  the  material  of 
which  catches  the  .dust. 

“ It.  S.  C.  O.” — Your  throat  symptoms 
are  of  nervous  origin,  and  you  are  inclined 
to  be  hysterical,  though  you  are  a mail.  A 
significant  sentence  in  your  letter  is:  " Mv 
doctor  tells  me  it  is  of  nerve  trouble,  hut 
he  does  not  do  me  any  good.”  The 
“ buzzing  in  the  ears  ” is  difficult  to  get 
rid  of,  and  is  little  affected  by  treatment, 
hej'ond  sleeping  with  the  head  on  a high  pil- 
low and  avoiding  large  quantities  of  hot  tea 
or  coffee,  especially  at  bedtime. 

“ B.  B.  B.” — What  the  “spiritualist” 
told  you  is  not  so.  Flatulent  dyspepsia, 
with  a good  deal  of  nervousness,  seems. the 
cause  of  your  “ pains,”  for  which  I think 
j'ou  would  find  benefit  from  this  mixture:  — 
Powdered  Turkey  rhubarb,  1 drachm  J car- 
bonate of  magnesia,  1 drachm;  bicarbonate 
of  soda,  2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform.  2 
drachms;  infusion  of  gentian  to  8 ounces. 
One  tablespoonful  three  times  a day. 

-Worms  (“Congress”). — -The  glistening 
and  slightly  luminous  powder  was  probably 
oantonino.  The  probability  in  your  case  is 
that  >-ou  no  longer  have  seat  worms,  and 
that  the  itching  is  due  either  to  n slight 
fissure  of  the  anus  or  to  some  local  irrita- 
tion. Only  a local  examination  by  an  ex- 
perienced surgeon  can  determine  which. 
Get  this  done.  For  the  former  a slight 
operation  will  cure. 

Stammering  (“  Sufferer  ”). — There  is  no 
affliction  more  trying  than  this,  and  few 
more  difficult  to  “ cure.”  The  whole  sub- 
ject is  well  treated  in  Section  V.  of  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  .Edu- 
cation for  the  j-enr  1913,  published  in  1914 
be*  H.M.  Stationery  Office  (price  ls.‘  8d.). 
On  pp.  81-93  is  a useful  and  instructive 
summary  of  the  conditions  and  treatment 
of  this  distressing  defect  of  speech,  this 
being  the  summary  of  the  reports  of  a num- 
ber of  school  medical  officers  who  have  paid 
special  attention  to  it.  and  have  instituted 
special  classes  for  the  treatment  of  the 
affected  children.  Upon  the  subject  the  re- 
port says: — “In  this  countfj’  . . . stam- 
mering has  not  been  viewed  as  a disease, 
and  consequently  lias  been,  to  a large  ex- 
tent,  ignored  by  medical  men.  . . The  dis- 
abilities of  the  stammerer  and  the  prejudi- 
cial effect  of  the  condition  on  his  prosjrectH 
in  after  life  are  in  some  eases  Teal  and 
serious.  Without  undue  expenditure,  nmny 
cases  can  he  cured,  and  tire  majority  ran 
he  ameliorated.”  Here  are  two  other  in- 
formative books  about  stammering  : — (1) 

•'  Tlie  Real  Cause  of  Stammering  and  its 
Permanent  Cure,”  by  A.  Appelt  (Methuen 
and  Co.,  .‘16.  Essex-street.  London,  W.C.2; 
7s.  net).  (21  “ Stammering,  or  Defects  of 
Speech.”  (Homoeopathic  Publishing  Com- 
pany, 2.  Warwick-lane.  London,  E.C.  4 ; “2a. 
6d.  net).  N.B. — Will  correspondent*  who 
suffer  kindly  read,  mark,  learn,  and  in- 
wardly digest  this-  paragraph/ 
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PACKING  CASES, 
MOULDINGS, 
and  TIMBER 

OF  ALL  DESCRIPTIONS, 


SUPPLIED  BY  THE 


c.w.  s. 

PACKING  CASE  WORKS, 

VERE  STREET,  SALFORD, 

MANCHESTER. 


Committees  are  invited  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  C.W.  S.  Packing  Case  Works 
for  their  requirements  in  wood  work.  :: 


THE  QUALITY  LINE. 

Sillier  Seal 
margarine 


::  ::  Made  from  the  :: 

FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS, 
Specially  refined.  Churned  with 
RICH  CHESHIRE  MILK. 

Mixed  with  the  maximum 
quantity  of  BEST  BUTTER 
allowed  by  law.  Manufactured 

by  BRITISH  CO-OPERA- 
::  TIVE  LABOUR.  ::  :: 


BETTER  than  Cheap  Butter 
::  ::  of  Inferior  Quality.  ::  :: 


THE  PEOPLE’S 
YEAR  BOOK, 


Published  at  2s.  6d. 

The  feu)  remaining  copies  will  be  sent  post  free,  2j  , 
on  early  remittance  to  Co-operative  Press 
Agency,  Balloon  St.,  Manchester. 


SPECIAL  TERMS  TO  SOCIETIES  ordering 

quantities  lor  their  Committees,  Employees, 
Members. 

READ  WHAT  THE  CRITICS  WRITE. 


" I 


WooItL-ich  Pioneer. 

This  yuar's  issue  excels  all 
previous  volumes  in  the  com- 
pleteness of  the  information. 
It  would  serve  a useful  pur- 
pose if  n systematic  study 
could  be  given  to  the  " Year 
Book”  in  the  Guild  Room. 
Tt  would  remove  a great  deal 
of  the  ignorance  which  exists 
amongst  co-operators  as  to 
the  movement' and  what  it 
•lands  for.  Without  know- 


ledge of  the  work  and  the 
later  developments  it  is  im- 
possible to  form  a reliable 
opinion  on  matters  which 
have  to  be  decided  in  the 
guild  rccen  and  at  the  quar- 
terly meetings.  Co-operators 
should  also  be  well  informed 
as  to  the  greater  issues  in 
order  to  combat  the  wild  and 
mischievous  attacks  of 
opponents. 


Che  Co-operatiue  Heirs 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  “News”  should  be 
addressed  “ THE  EDITOR Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  “ News  ” should  be  addressed  to  “ THE  MANAGER,” 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  -when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS , 22,  LONG  MI  LEGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER.   


SATURDAY,  MAY  20,  1922. 


SHOULDERS  TO  THE  WHEEL. 

The  issue  of  the  Central  Board's  annual  report  to 
Congress,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  another  page 
this  week,  is  a reminder  of  the  rapid  approach  of  the 
Congress  itself. 

We  doubt  whether  any  Congress,  even  in  the  war 
years,  met  under  circumstances  which  demand  so  much 
serious  thought  on  the  part  of  the  assembly  itself. 
While  the  war  was  in  progress  we  lived  in  a state  of 
uncertainty,  but  our  membership  was  growing,  our  sales 
were  increasing,  and  the  proceeds  of  our  trade  were  such 
that  the  Exchequer  believed  it  had  a claim  upon  us  for 
excess  profits  duty.  In  addition  to  that,  we  were  hoping 
for  the  removal  of  restrictions  which  prevented  us  from 
embarking  upon  many  new  productive  schemes  that 
the  movement  clamoured  for.  The  flowing  tide  was 
with  us,  and  we  could  meet  at  our  Congress  with  some- 
thing like  jubilation  in  our  hearts. 

Co-operation  will  yet  come  into  its  own,  but  there  are 
temporary  obstacles  in  the  way.  The  Government 
which  made  it  a penal  offence  to  be  unemployed  between 
1914  and  1919  has  apparently  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  sweet  old  competitive  methods  must  go  on 
again.  We  see  now  in  practice  the  doctrine  that  it  is 
good  for  a nation  to  have  a reserve  of  unemployed 
.labour  to  go  round,  and  incidentally  to  bring  down 
wages.  During  the  period  that  has  elapsed  since  the 
report  to  last  Congress  was , prepared  the  number  of  the 
unemployed  has  ranged  between  5,000,000  and  1,750,000. 

Throughout  the  whole  period  covered  by  the  present 
3'ear’s  report,  the  Central  Board  say,  “ the  dominant 
notes  of  the  time  were  trade  depression,  unemployment, 
and  industrial  warfare."  The  consequences  of  such 
conditions  are  decreased  trade  in  the  store,  decreased 
demand  for  co-operative  productions,  and  a withdrawal 
of  capital.  The  Central  Board  do  well  to  put  it  on 
record  that  co-operative  societies  have  been  less  ad- 
versely affected  than  many  other  concerns,  and  that 
many  unemploy  e<L  workers  were  more  happily  situated 
than  their  neighbours  because  of  their  having  been  loyal 
and  consistent  co-operators  during  preceding  years. 
There  were,  however,  many  loyal  co-operators  who  had 
always  a struggle- to  provide  for  their  families,  who  had 
no  resources,  and  who  could  not  be  deserted  by  their 
societies. 

All  these  circumstances  combined  to  place  an  abnormal 
strain  upon  societies  subjected  to  the  vagaries  of  the 
world’s  markets  and  the  eccentricities  of  the  world's 
financial  movements.  During  the  year  that  has  closed 
we  have  had  unprecedented  losses,  and  reserve  funds 
have  been  heavily  encroached  upon. 

We  take  it  that  Brighton  Congress  will  approach  the 
problems  of  the  movement  with  greater  seriousness  than 
any  previous  Congress^approached  its  duties  ; and  we 
give  these  warning  words  now  so  that  the  whole  situation 
may  be  considered  properly  while  Congress  delegates 
are  being  instructed.  Indeed,  we  might  suggest  that 
the  business  of  the  Congress  might  receive  such  con- 
sideration by  societies  and  committees  between  now 
and  Whitsuntide  as  it  has  never  received  before. 

We  all  have  to  get  our  shoulders  to  the  same  wheel 
and  push  the  co-operative  waggon  along.  We  are  not 
only  a bread-and-butter  movement,  as  we  have  been 
told  time  and  again  from  the  platform,  but  we  have  to 
appeal  to  the  masses  to  travel  in  our  co-operative  way 
towards  the  ideal  state,  and  we  have  to  deliver  the 
essentials  of  life  as  they  want  them. 

Congress  should  settle  down  to  some  hard  thinking, 
and  express  itself  upon  how  to  get  back  to  increasing 
membership  and  increasing  trade  ; for  both  can  be 
increased,  in  spite  of  uneraploj’ment.  It  should  give  a 
considered  judgment  upon  the  question  of  unemploy- 
ment itself  and  upon  the  future  organisation.  We  have 
urged  the  movement  to  consider  its  whole  attitude 
towards  the  industrial  guild  scheme,  for  some  guildsmen 
have  the  notion  that  the  guild  system  will  eventually 
absorb  the  co-operative  movement  and  the  trade  unions  ; 
and  it  is  important  that  the  subject  should  be  faced 
courageously,  because  conflict  between  the  guild  and 
the  co-operative  movement  will  be  bad  for  the  workers 
as  a whole.  The  need  for  industrial  peace  within  our 
own  movement  presses  itself  upon  all  observers,  and 
Congress  should  have  something  to  say  about  it,  and 
about  how  this  peace  is  to  be  secured.  At  Brighton, 
too,  the  delegates  should  -deal  boldly  with  the  whole 
question  of  international  relationships.  That  affects  the 
world's  peace  and  the  world’s  food,  and  has  a direct  ! 
bearing,  therefore,  upon  our  social  and  economic  life.  ' 
In  addition  to  these  matters,  the  defeat  of  the  Govern-  1 
ment  this  week,  for  the  second  time  on  questions  of  j 
financial  policy,  makes  the  end  of  the  present  Parliament  ; 
visibly  nearer,  and  Congress  should  face  seriously  the  ' 
prospect  of  an  early  general  election. 

There  is  -plenty  of  arduous  work  before  the  Brighton  | 
gathering,  and  societies  or  committees  should  see  that  . 
their  delegates  properly  appreciate  what  is  before  them.  I 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


GET  THE  EMBARGO  REMOVED. 

The  “‘stunt”  press  has  now  taken  up  the  question  of  tho 
Canadian  cattle  embargo.  We  are  glad  of  this ; for,  usuallv 
the  stunt  press  does  not  commit  itself  to  support  of  any  agitation 
unless  there  are  signs  beforehand  that  the  agitation  is  going  to 
succeed,  and  the  natural  conclusion  we  come  to  is  that  tho 
“ Daily  Mail,”  for  example,  has  an  impression  that  Parliament  is 
going  to  remove  the  cattle  embargo.  If  Parliament  docs,  little 
credit  will  be  due  to  the  political  forces  which  the  “ Daily  Mail  ” 
represents.  The  consumer  has  made  it  clear  that  he  will  no 
longer  tolerate  protectionist  interference  with  food  supplies. 
It  has  been  made  clear  to  Members  of  Parliament  that  those  who 
vote  for  the  maintenance  of  the  embargo — which  means  tho 
shortening  of  food  imports — will  have  to  answer  for  their  de- 
linquency when  the  polling  booths  are  next  opened  to  tho  public. 
It  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  electors 'are  in  earnest  on  this 
matter.  Sir  Arthur  Griffith-Boscawcn  has  lost  a scat  in  Parlia- 
ment after  an  electoral  contest  fought  chiefly  upon  that  ono 
issue.  The  opposition  to  the  proposal  to  withdraw  the  embargo 
comes  from  some  Members  of  Parliament  who  represent  con- 
stituencies  doiniiiated  'by.  landed  interests.  Members  repre- 
senting industrial  constituencies  are,  on  the  whole,  in  favour  of 
the  removal  of  the  embargo.  Landed  interests,  however,  are 
largely  represented  among  the  subscribers  to  party  war  funds,  and 
the  result  is  that  neither  the  Conservative  Party  nor  the  Liberal 
Party  will  officially  identify  itself  with  the  proposal  to  remove 
the  embargo.  Both  parties  while  in  office  have  been  urged  to 
remove  it  -,  both  have  refused,  and  they  have  refused  even  when 
in  Coalition.  The  Royal  Commission’s  report  simply  endorsed 
what  had  been  said  by  co-operators  for  twenty-five  years,  and 
what  has  been  re-affirmed  at  Congress  after  Congress.  Captain 
Wm.  Shaw,  M.P.,  is  to  move  for  the  abolition  of  the  embargo 
in  the  House  of  Commons ; Major  Barnes,  M.P.,  has  agreed  to 
second  the  proposal,  and  about  one-third  of  tho  members  ar« 
already  pledged  definitely  to  support  the  proposal.  In  the  face 
of  this  great  combination  the  “ stunt  ” press  may  well  give  its 
support  to  the  proposal.  The  Government  has  also  shown 
discretion  by  deciding  to  withdraw  the  official  whips  from  tho 
division.  There  is,  therefore,  a likelihood  of  the  embargo  being 
removed,  although  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  docs  not  appear 
to  think  so.  Co-.operators  should  make  suro  of  the  i’bsuc.  If 
an  M.P.  is  not  pledged  to  vote  for  this  proposal  to  remove  tho 
embargo,  his  co-operative  constituents  should  bombard  him 
with  demands  for  his  promise. 


WORK  OR  UNEMPLOYMENT? 

The  public  are  not  so  much  entitled  to  complain  that  the 
Right-to-Work  Bill  was  rejected  on  Friday  on  the  motion  for 
its  second  reading  as  they  are  entitled  to  complain  of  tho  almost 
callous  indifference  with  which  the  measure  was  received.  Tho 
Bill  was  discussed  in  what  was  almost  an  empty  house.  Only 
one  member  of  thp  Govev^iment,  which  is  paying  out  millions 
in  the  unemployment  dole, 'condescended  to  be  present  to  hear 
what  Labour  had  to  propose  as  an  alternative  to  tho  present 
vicious  conditions.  Of  those  who  did  attend,  aorno  seemed 
hopelessly  ignorant  of  the  condition  of  multitudes  of  men  willing 
to  work.  Only  a few  weeks  have  passed  since  one  erudite  poli- 
tician wanted  to  know  if  anybody  was  starving.  He  would  have 
been  fit  company  for  Sir  F.  Banbury,  who  represents  tho  City 
of  London,  and  who  suggested  that  if  people  who  received  relief 
were  to  be  entitled  to  vote  they  might  send  representatives  to 
Parliament  to  support”  the  provision  of  champagne  and  oysters  ” 
for  the  unemployed.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  his  knuckles 
were  smartly  rapped  by  Mr.  Tom  Shaw,  the  Member  for  Preston. 
Mr.  Clynes  said  it  was  obvious  that  the  Government  were  pre- 
pared to  let  unemployment  settle  itself,  and  were  not  prepared 
to  do  anything  to  help  towards  a solution  of  this  grave  problem. 
In  the  end,  172  voted  against  the  Bill  and  82  voted  for  it — a 
total  of  254 — and  it  is  stated  that  this  number  represents  about 
five  times  the  number  of  members  who  heard  the  discussion. 
The  unemployment  evil  may  yet  prove  to  have  very  grave 
effects  on  the  whole  of  our  social  machinery.  As  things  are, 
trade  union  funds  are  seriously  depleted,  but  for  their  co-opera- 
tive societies  many  of  the  unemployed  would  be  in  worse  straits 
than  they  are  in  at  present.  The  present  House,  however, 
remains  unmoved.  If  the  electors  cannot  change  the  opinions 
of  their  representatives,  the  only  thing  that  remains  is  to  ciiango 
their  representatives.  ♦ ♦ • 

NEWSPAPER  INSURANCE  "STUNTS." 

The  latest  daily  newspaper  scheme  for  increasing  circulation 
is  leading  on  a hazardous  path.  “ The  crazy  competition,” 
says  the  “ Manchester  Guardian  Commercial,”  11  is  already  piling 
up  almost  incalculable  liabilities,  which  newspaper  proprietors 
will  have  to  carry  on  their  own  backs.  ...  It  is  now 
reckoned  that  two  or  three  of  the  London  papers  are  offering 
indemnities  against  the  accident  risks  of  man  and  wife,  which 
will  cost  from  half  to  two-thirds  of  their  total  revenue  from  sales. 
They  are  confronting  the  certainty  of  enormous  losses  if  the 
competition  does  not  quickly  come  to  an  end.”  Had  these 
insurance  schemes'  been  kept  within  reasonable  limits,  they 
might  have  been  of  some  advantage  to  the  newspaper  reading 
public.  What  will  happen  now,  however,  is  that  immediately 
the  various  proprietors  realise  that  the  beet  has  been  obtained 
from  these  scherpes,  from  a circulation  point  of  view,  daily  news- 
paper insurance  Will  be  abandoned,  for  even  the  most  generous- 
minded  readers  will"  realise  that  these  “ stunts  ” are  not  pushed 
with  the  object  of  benefiting  the  community.  The  public  will 
probably  be  surprised  to  learn  one  day,  possibly  before  many 
weeks  are  over,  that  the  newspaper  owners  have  met  together 
and  decided  to  suspend  all  insurance  schemes.  At  any  rate, 
it  seems  certain  that  these  schemes  cannot  be  continued  long 
without  considerable  modification,  although  it  is  stated  that 
the  Xorthcliffe  group  contemplate— or  have  contemplated— 
establishing  an  insurance  company  to  carry  their  own  liabilities. 


20,  1922. 
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REUBEN'S  RHUBARB* 

By  S.  GERTRUDE  fORD. 


. was  a bee  in  Reuben  Bellarby’s 
18  j,js  neighbours  agreed ; for  he  was 
« talking  about  the  line  lot  of  rhubarb 
s0Uij  have  ready  for  sale  at  the  first 
i and  glint  of  spring.  There  would  be 
demand  for  it,  according  to  him ; 
L there  would  be  no  earlier  or  better 
’ barh  on  the  market  if  it  justified  the 
('„r's  hopes.  His  “ Totment,”  as  he 
Vj  jt  (with  a strong  stress  on  the 
• teal  " which,  the  local  wit  said,  showed 
|lC  meant  to  do  with  the  patch  of 
so  called),  was  full  from  corner  to 
' r of  rhubarb  roots  ; Reuben  being  per- 
ked that  there  was  no  more  promising 
?■ 

Stands  to  reason,  don't  it?"  lie  would 
,10 any  long-suffering  neighbour  he  could 
dace  to  listen  to  him.  “Folks  is  sick  to 
aibflf  uowt  but  apples — apple-dumplin's, 
Hfle-puddiu’s,  apple-pies,  apple  an'  apple 
, jt  iUS  I ses,  all  the  winter  long.  Now 
cjall  fair  run  for  rewbub  as  soon  as  they 
a sight  o'  it  in  t’  shops.  Look  at  me ! 
as  suited  as  a child  wi’  a penny  when 
missus  sets  t'  fust  rewbub  pasty  or 
bub  pudden  on  t*  -table-top.  Lots  o' 
ber  folks  is  like  that;  most  all  of  ’em,  I 
idon.  So  t'  chap  as  is  first  i'  t’  field’ll 
ipsiimmat  for  his  pains.  Ay,  there’ll  be 
rare  run  on  my  rewbub.” 

Reuben  was  far  too  astute  to  talk  like 
till  the  long  reign  of  apples  was  nearly 
er  and  the  “rewbub  season”  nearly  at 
Had  he  done  so,  he  was  convinced, 
fry  allotment  in  the  neighbourhood 
uld  have  been  ruby -coloured  with 
ubarb  by  the  time  the  winter  showed 
gas  of  waning;  and  he  had  no  mind  to 
te  bis  own  provident  labours  forestalled 
shared,  and  the  golden  harvest  he 


expected  to  reap  made  null  and  void  in 
consequence. 

“ I can  keep  a still  tongue  in  my  head. 
I can,”  he  chuckled.  He  was  keen  on 
being  “ t’  fust  in  t’  field,”  and  was  great 
on  new  methods  cf  growing  “ according  to 
natur’,”  as  he  said.  “ For  wot’s  this  'ere 
forced  rewbub  like  'at  the  Covent  Garden 
men  crack  up?”  he  would  demand,  belli- 
gerently. “ More  like  the  Turkey  rewbub 
they  used  to  give  us  for  medsun  (medicine) 
when  I was  a youngster  ; ner  owt  else  for 
all  the  flavour  there  be  in  it.  Mine  won’t 
taste  like  medsun  nor  ha’  juice  like  pink 
water  mixed  wi’  vinegar,  I'll  go  bail.” 

And  now  the  fulfilment  of  his  dream  was 
at  hand,  and  he  was  ready  to  make  a tour 
of  all  the  shops  in  the  district  with  his 
hu^e  market-baskets  of  “ early  rewbub — 
fine  spring  rewbub  grown  accordin’  to 
natur’.”  The  rhubarb  itself  was  not  rosier 
than  his  hopes  when  he  sallied  forth,  con- 
fident of  a plentiful  harvest  cf  orders  when 
his  sample  bundles  should  be  6eeu. 

But,  alas,  for  the  vanity  of  human  ex- 
pectations I Early  as  he  was  with  his 
cherished  crop,  the  professional  market- 
gardeners,  with  their  “new-fangled 
methods,”  had  been  before  him,  and  rhubarb 
'*’grown  accordin’  to  natur’  ” did  not  prove 
half  so  appealing  ae  he  had  hoped.  A few 
shops  took  a few  bundles,  but  it  was 
evident  that  the  demand  would  not  prove 
nearly  equal  to  the  supply. 

I fear  the  little  Bellarbye  are  in  for  a 
long  reign  of  “ rewbub  pasty.”  And  when 
Mrs.  Bellarby  told  me  that  she  had  been 
“ jamming  ” I knew  that,  if  I could  peep 
into  her  store  cupboard,  I should  find  its 
shelves  crowded  with  a vast  army  of  jars 
neatly  labelled  “ Rhubarb.” 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


*'  Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

Ibf.  chief  attraction  advertised  with  regard 
"John  Bull’’  and  the  “Sunday  Illus- 
used  to  be  that  Mr.  Horatio  Bottomley 
ulitfd  the  one  and  wrote  a special  article  for 
other— although  his  connection  with  it 
ntended  beyond  the  article  he  wrote. 

that  his  connection  with  both  has 
«ed,  both  papers  seem  to  be  anxious 
make  readers  and  prospective  readers 
150  that  it  has  ceased.  It  is  perhaps  not 
thivalrou.-’i  although  it  must  be  observed 
both  publications  have  improved  in 
Ibok  and  in  tone.  To  find  one  of  the  chief 
in  a Bottomley  paper  backing  up  the 
Minister  in  a “ peace  ’’  effort  would 
hecn  unthinkable  ; but  in  the  “ Sunday 
drated  this  week  Sir  Hall  Caine  declared 
candidly  that  the  slogan  “ Stand  by 
and  Belgium  ” — adopted  by  tho 
-vnhcliffc  press— simply  means  that  “ for 
‘ake  of  money,  of  private  property,  of 
^,J,iof>s  for  a past  war,  we  willTisk  a war 
• that  can  have  no  ideals  behind  it.” 

^ “Tst  'nvention  is  a gyrostabiliser, 
. • rt  is  claimed,  will  prevent  ships  from 
^ and  thus  eliminate  sea-sickness.  The 
far  u "°'^s  t°ns>  and,  operating  on  the 
. ^ *he  common  gyroscope,  attains 
T*wl  of  8"" 


s for  ; 


) revolutions  a minute.  It  only 


..  - s°nre  genius  to  bring  the  bottom 

nearer  to  the  top  and  all 

0 sea  travel  will  be  gone. 

•A] Eti l°  l*'e  SUco®Ss  ,,Ur  good  literary 
'ini,  l01ll:ls  Moult,  one  of  our  regular 
niurs!  Tlie  trustees  of  the  Carnegie 
iml, i IIIK^oni  'Trust  have  recommended 
‘1  n"1!1'011  °f  n music  setting  by  Di . 

1 , >>t  iau,  ,)t  Cambridge,  of  “Brown 

*orL°"  iUl  M,‘-  ^ fiuest  poems. 

< fur  '|S  ' c'Sl  r,h^d  by  the  adjudicators  as 
V ’ i*  IUs’  6emi-ehorus,  and  orcliestra, 

'°ra*  sett*n£  of  a beautiful  poem, 
nlte»i  both  for 


What 


■ — js  and  for 
melodious  aud  sincere  in  expres- 
C.W.S.  Choir? 


“"<1  «»rk  of  the  h 
* "hose  untime 
JPerative  Union 


Mr. 


O.  1. 


‘‘Ailii 


SUch  : 


plcndid 

appreciated 
-*s  a column  tribute  to  him 
e,nu  of  the  Swedish  movement, 
Atai  by  the  editor, 

kim  „ time  a [cllotv  student 

™ at  Holvcttke  House. 

-vtrsd  list*r  to  tke  ° "’  s. 

e at  the  MotecQmbe  Fe.- 


tival  on  Saturday  was  Director  Varley, 
whose  daughters,  from  time  to  time,  have' 
come  out  first  prize-winners  at  this  same 
centre  of  music. 

The  Barnsley  Co-operative  Society  is  the 
only  store,  outside  of  London^  I believe, 
non1  stocking— and  selling  — “pocket” 
wireless  installations.  The  1,648  delegates 
to  Congress  please  note — the  ” listening- 
in  ” would  he  useful  to  the  official  reporters 
of  the  “ Co-operative  News.” 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Abraham,  or 
“ Mahon,”  as  he  was  known  to  the  bards, 
whose  death  occurred  during  the  week- 
end, was  essentially  a man  of  the  people. 
He  commenced  work  in  the  mines  at  the 
early  age  of  ten  years,  and  by  hard  work 
and  his  services  to  his  fellows  rose  to  be 
a Member  of  Parliament  and  a Privy 
Councillor.  He  was  best  known  to  the 
country  as  a prominent  leader  of  the  South 
Wales  miners;  but  in  his  native  Wales  he 
achieved  fame  also  as  the  conductor  of 
competing  choirs  at  eisteddfodan. 


Oct  and  Aboct. 


You  miss  a good  derl  in  life  if  you  don't 
read  the  ” Millgate  Monthly,”  which  is  your 
own  publication,  don't  forget. 


PRINTING  SOCIETY’S  AFFAIRS. 

KEEN  COMPETITION  TO  MEET. 

BENEVOLENT  GRANTS. 


Although  the  Co-operative  Printing 
Society  had  not  such  a cheerful  report  to 
give  to  the  half-yearly  meeting  as  is  some- 
times presented,  it  was  very  satisfactory 
when  present  conditions  are  taken  into 
account.  Following  the  branch  meeting  at 
Newcastle  and  London  the  previous  week, 
the  Manchester  gathering  took  place 
the  premises  of  the  C.W.S.,  Manchester, 
on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Alfred  Taylor,  J.P.  (president),  occu- 
pied the  chair,  and  he  was  supported  by 
Mr.  W.  Stansfield  (secretary)  and  members 
of  the  Manchester  board,  Messrs.  Straker 
and  Magin  (Newcastle),  Messrs.  Bell  and 
J.  H.  Thomas,  M.P.  (London),  Messrs. 
Appleby  and  Turner  (auditors),  Mr.  Booth 
(general  manager),  and  Mr.  Frank  Thomas 
and  Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler  (Newcastle  and 
London  branch  managers).  There  were  147 
shareholders  present. 

Decrease  in  Sales. 

The  report  recorded  sales  for  the  half- 
year  of  £124,493,  as  against  £214,758  for 
the  corresponding  half-year,  showing 
decrease  of  £90,265.  This  decrease  was 
accounted  .for  by  the  continued  fall  in  the 
cost  of  material  and  production  and  to  the 
smaller  requirements  of  customers.  During 
the  past  half-year  competition  has  been 
exceedingly  keen,  says  the  report,  and  this 
accounts  to  a great  extent  for  our  reduced 
profits. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  deaths  of  Mr. 
0.  Lees  (secretary),  who  had  held  office  ae 
director  and  secretary  for  forty-four  years, 
and  Mr.  E.  C.  Gibbs  (secretary  of  the 
London  branch),  who  had  given  valuable 
service  as  director  and  secretary -for  twenty- 
five  years.  Mr.  E.  Jackson  (Mossley)  had 
retired  from  the  board  owing  to  continued 
ill-health,  after  serving  for  a period  of 
twenty-nine  years. 

The  profit  was  disposed  of  in  the  follow- 
ing manner: — Dividend  on  shares  at  5 per 
cent.,  £1,826  19s.  ; bonus  on  shares  at  2} 
per  cent.,  £913  9s.  6d.  ; dividend  on  trade 
at  2J  per  cent.,  £1,747  8s.  6d.  ; bonus  oi: 
wages  at  2J  per  cent.,  £1,263  5s. ; C'.P.S. 
contribution  to  thrift  fund,  £490  0s.  9d. 

The  Cliairfnan  referred  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  Oswald  Lees  and  Mr.  Gibbs,  and  paid 
tribute  to  the, respect  they  held  for  them 
as  colleagues,  and  to  their  work  on  behalf 
of  th'd  society.  The  meeting  passed  a silent 
vote  of  sympathy  by  standing. 

Trade  Competition. 

Various  questions  were  asked,  to  which 
the  Chairman  replied.  He  stated  that  the 
reduced  profit  at  Manchester  was  due  to 
the  unhealthy  competition  they  had  had  to 
contend  against,  and  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  charge  less  for  work  than  it  cost. 
Prices  were  cut  very  close,  and  the  cus- 
tomers were  getting  the  advantage.  This 
explanation  satisfied  the  meeting. 

The  Chairman  referred  to  the  stock-in- 
trade,  and  said  that  this  item  showed  a 
considerable  reduction  when  compared  with 
the  previous  and  more  particularly  the 
corresponding  half-year.  If  they  took  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  the  stocks  were 
turned  over  a matter  of  about  eight  times 
during  the  half-year,  they  would  agree  that 
it  proved  how  well  managed  the  society  was. 

A Manchester  delegate  complimented  the 
directors  on  what  he  considered  an  exceed- 
ingly good  balance  sheet,  taking  into 
account  the  conditions  that  had  existed 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  He  spoke 
from  experience,  and  said  that  in  no  other 
town  in  the  country  had  the  printing  trade 


THE  WRONG  MAN  AT  THE  WHEEL. 


Our  Complaint  that  the  Competitive  spirit  was  dominating  the  arrangements 
for  the  Genoa  Conference  seems  to  be  justified  by  the  results  to  date. 


suffered  more  severely  than  in  Manchester. 
He  knew  of  many  firm*  to-day  who  werv 
doing  work  at  cost  prices,  badly  hit 
were  they  by  the  present  trade  depression. 

Mr.  Appleby  gave  tb*  auditors’  report, 
and  said  the  account*  had  been  verv  well 
kept. 

The  balance  sheet  was  approved. 

On  the  recommendation  ctf  the  directors 
the  following  grants  were  confirmed : — £25 
to  the  widow  of  the  Lite  Mr.  E.  ('.  Gibbs 
(secretary  of  the  London  branch),  £21  to 
the  Friends'  Rnssian  Famine  Relief  Fund, 
£5  5s.  to  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  (special  appeal),  £5  os.  to  the  Sir 
William  Maxwell  Testimonial  Fund.  £3  3s. 
to  the  Manchester  Children's  Hospital,  and 
tliat  in  future  the  annual  subscription  be 
£5  5s.,  and  £25  to  Mr.  Edward  Jackson 
on  bis  retirement  from  the  directorate. 

Mr.  Bell  moved  the  directors’  recommen- 
dation to  grant  £25  to  the  widow  of  the 
late  Mr.  Gibbs,  drawing  attention  to  the 
excellent  services  the  late  secretary  of  the 
London  branch  had  rendered  to  the  society1. 

Tlie  Chairman,  in  moving  that  a grant  ol 
£25  should  be  made  to  Mr.  E.  Jackson  on 
his  retirement  from  the  directorate,  said 
Mr.  Jackson  was,  unfortunately,  not  in  the 
best  of  health,  and  unable  to  attend  tho 
meetings.  The  directors  thought  it  would 
be  a very  graceful  thing  to  make  him  a 
grant  seeing  that  he  had  rendered  ver.v 
good  service  to  the  society  for  twenty-nine 
yearB. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
directors’  fees  be  paid  free  of  inoome-tax. 
After  considerable  discussion,  in  which 
many  delegates  took  part,  this  was  carried, 
the  combined  vote  being  as  follows: — For, 
101  ; against,  63. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas  M.P.,  addressed  tho 
meeting  for  tlie  London  branch,  and  Mr. 
W.  Straker  for  the  Newcastle  branch. 

Elections. 

' Tlie  results  of  tho  elections  were  an- 
nounced ns  follows  : — Manchester  : Presir 
dent,  Mr.  A.  Taylor  (Blackley);  directors, 
Messrs.  \V.  H.  Child*  (Batley).  .1.  Dirnbor- 
line  (Brightslde  and  Carbrook),  W.  A „ 
Colliding  (Oldham)  and  T.  Spro  it  (Man- 
chester). Newcastle:  Chairman,  Mr.  T. 

Wallace  (Jarrovr);  directors,  Messrs.  J. 
Pringle  (Chestor-ie-Street)  and  P.  M ‘Shard 
(Gateshead).  London : Chairman,  Right 

Hon.  G.  N.  Barnes,  M.P.  (London);  direc- 
tors, Right  Hon.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P. 
(Loudon),  Right  Hon;  J.  H.  Thomas,  M.P. 
(Loudon),  and  Mr.  F.  Hodges  (London). 
Auditor,  Mr.  J.  Turner  (Brandon). 


TRADE  BOARDS, 

QUESTIONS  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS. 

THE  “CAVE”  RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Mr.  Rhys  J.  Davies,  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Tuesday,  May  9th,  asked  tho 
Minister  of  Labour  whether  he  has  received 
a communication  from  the  joint  committee 
of  London  co-operative  societies  and  tho 
London  district  of  the  National  Union  of 
Distributive  and  Allied  Workers  urging 
him  to  sign  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
the  Trade  Board  rates  for  the  grocery  and 
provision  trades;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  publication  of  the  Give  Report  on 
Trade  Boards,  lie  is  now  in  a position  to 
mnke  a statement  on  this  subject? 

Tho  Minister  of  Labour  (Dr.  Marna- 
nmrn) : Yes,  sir.  I am  not,  however,  in  a 
position  to  communicate  with  tho  Grocery 
and  Provisions  Trade  Boards  regarding  tho 
determination  of  minimum  rates  of  wages 
now.  I hope  to  be  able  to  do  so  at  an  early 
date. 

Mr.  Davies : Is  tho  right  hon.  gentleman 
awnro  of  the  very  strong  feeling  in  tho 
country  arising  out  of  his  indecision  in  this 
matter ; and  when  can  wo  have  n definite 
decision  from  him? 

Dr.  Mncnnmnrn  : I must  deal  with  thin 
on  the  lines  it  is  proposed  to  take  with 
regard  to  what  I may  call  tho  Cuvo  recom- 
mendations. Until  I have  got  them  I 
cannot  communicate  with  the  Board.-.  I 
will  do  bo  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity. 

Lieut. -Colonel  James  n«ked  the  Minister 
of  Labour  whether  it  is  tho  intention  of  tho 
Government  to  introduce  legislation  during 
tlie  present  Session  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  Lord  Cuvo’a  Commit- 
tee on  Trade  Boards? 

Dr.  Mapnamara ; I have  given  and  am 
ving  very  careful  consideration  to  tho 
important  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mute. 

is  our  intention  to  prepar 
with  the  matters  raised  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  be  poi 
■o  for  its  consideration  durini 
sion. 


> 'cr  which  Lord  Cave  prerided,  It 
Bill  dealing 


Ropori 
!e  to 


nd 

find 

S.-Rt 


Owlns  fo  on  errer  In  our  report  of  tha 
Lancaster  Society's  quart -ilv  rccotxg  pub- 
lished last  week,  it  was  elitcd  that  tho  rcnii 
be:8hlp  showed  a decro^fie.  This  in  not  «o. 
The  membership  showed  on  inorcaso  of  130 
on  the  twelve  months*  .#K‘*  " umber  now  boing 
15,588  not  0,015. 
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LONDON  LETTER. 

THE  CATTLE  BAN  - PALACE 

FESTIVAL— CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY 
AND  THE  “NEWS" 


An  important ! meeting  of  the  exeortive;  of 
the  Co-operative  Party  took  plate  in  London 
last  week,  .Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (chairmen) 
presiding.  ’ 

It  was  reported  that  some  correspondence 
*],ad  ensued*  with  the  Central  Education 
Committee  respecting  schools  on  the  l->ct 
that  though  they  h'nve  incjuded  t>UCu  subject^ 
as  political  science  and  constitutional  history 
in  their  syllabus  for  the  schools  they  state 
that  they  are  unable  to  provide  opportunities 
for  addresses  to  the  .students  dealing  with 
the  political  *ide  of  the  co-operative 
movement.  . _ 

The  desirability  of  nominating  a I arlin- 
inpntary  candidate  for  the  Uurkston  Ash 
Division  of  Yorkshire  was  discussed,  and  a 
conferenc'e  of  societies  in  the  division  is  to  be 
held  at  Leeds  on  Saturday  week  to  further 
discuss  the  matter.  Mr.  George  Good- 
enough  will  preside,  and  Mr.  E.  AY  hitejey  (of 
the  National  Executive)  will  also  he  present. 
It  was  also  reported  that  there  had  been  in- 
quiries from  the  Torqpay  Society  on  the 
matter  of  putting  forward  Mr.  \V.  II. 
Watkins  as  Parliamentary  candidate  at  the 
next  election,  and  the  secretary  was 
instructed  to  make  further  investigation  and 
report  to  a future  meeting.  There  was  a 
irecomniendation  from  the  Teignmouth 
Society  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Flowers  (the  well- 
iknown  organiser  in  the  south-west)- be  in- 
cluded on  the  panel  of  Co-operative  •Parlia- 
mentary candio|at>es,  rfnd  this  was  accepted. 

political  issues. 

Attention  was  paid  to  several  resolutions 
frem  societies  protesting  against  the  reduc- 
tion of  expenditure  on  education,  the  failure 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  .Exchequer  to  effect 
any  reduction  in  the  taxes.on  sugar  and  other 
foodstuffs,  and  against  the  retention  of  , the 
embargo  on  Canadian  cattle.  Mr.  A.  E. 
Waterson,  M.P.,  attended  and  explained. the 
position  in  regard  to  these  matters,  r.nd 
undertook  to  deal  with  the  questions  when 
they  arise  in  the  House.  The  Party  ate 
anxious  to  urge  upon,  societies  the  desir- 
ability of  bringing  pressure  to  bear  upon 
•M.P.’s  in  regard  to  removing  the  embargo 
on  Canadian  cattle. 

Final  arrangements  were  made  for  the  Co- 
operative Party  demonstration  at  Brighton 
during  Congress.  Mr.  Watkins  (chairman 
of  the  party)  will  preside,  and  Mrs.  E.  Fer- 
guson, J.P.,  Mr.  J.  ltamsay  Macdonald,  and 
Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  J.P.,  will  speak.  A resolu- 
tion at  Congress  dealing  with  a daily  news- 
paper will  be  moved  by  Air.  A Barnes  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  E.  Whiteley;  one  on  the 
peace  treaties  and  foreign  (Mil icy  by  Mr.  Neil 
Al'Lean,  M.P.,  and  .seconded,  by  Mrs.  Blair; 
one  on  taxation  by  Mr.  Perry  and  seconded 
by  Air.  YY’hiteley  ; and  .cue  on  unemployment, 
amoved  by  Air,  A.  E,  Waterson.  ALP.,  and 
seconded  by  Air.  A.  H.  Jones  (.Shrewsbury). 

A letter  was  read  from  the- editor  of  the 
“ Cooperative  Nfews  ” intimating  that  they 
did  not  propose  to  publish  an  article  dealing 
with  a daily  newspaper  on  the  lines  out  lined 
by  tlie  "CcHc’perntive  Party.  Careful  con- 
sideration, says-  the  official  report,  of  the 
meeting  was  given  to  this  matter,  and 'tlie 
secretary  was  instructed  to  convey  to  the 
“•Co-operative  News  ” the  regret  to  find  that 
the  columns  of  the-  “ News  " were  closed  * 
to  the  free  expression  of  the  considered  views 
of  the  party  in  connection  with,  the  publica- 
tion of  a daily  newspaper. 

* Our  letter  did  not  say  the  columns  of.  the 
“ News  ” were  closed  to  tlie  Co-operative 
Party  for  the  expression  of  its  views.  It 
simply  returned  an  article  which  had  been 
duplicated  and  sent  cut  to  other  publica- 
tions some  time  before  it  was  sent  to  us — 

Ed.,  “C.  N.” 

Abandoned  Festival. 

There  is  general  regret  in  the  southern 
district  at  the  fact  that  there  is  to  be  no 
Crystal  Palace  .Festival  this  year.  The 
annual  report  of  the  Southern  Section,  after 
pointing  out  how  very  successful  last  year’s 
event  there  was,  points  out  that  owing  to  the 
decrensed  surpluses  of  societies,  it  has  been 
found  impossible  to  get  sufficient  guarantees 
to  warrant  a repetition  of  the  festival  in.  the 
current  summer.  Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (the  sec- 
tional secretary)  bold  the  annual  conference 
in  London,  on  Saturday,  that  guarantees 
made  had  been  so  small  that  it  was  "alto- 
gether out  of  the  question,  bur  he  pointed 
out,  that  choral  festivals  are  being  held  in 
various  districts,  ard  expressed  a general 
wish  that  these  would  be  successful  both 
socially  and  musically,  and  that  they. would 
further  stimulate  interest  in  the  movement 
— their  true  and  most  important  purpose. 

Canadian  Cattle  Embargo. 

There 'has  been  an  important  development 
in  connection  with  the  demand  for  the 
removal  of  the  embargo  on  the  importation 
of  Canadian  cattle.  The  Government  have 
now  promised  facilities  for  a full-dress 
debate  on  the  matter  at  an  early  date,  and 
to  take  the  Whips  off  for  the  vote,  so  that 
there  should  be  a full  and  fiee  expression  of 
the  views  of  the  House  on  the  matter,  and  as 
already  indicated  tlie  Co-operative  Party  and 
the  Parliamentary  CVnnmitteo  also  are 
strongly  urging  the  societies  to  bring  all 
possible  pressure  to  Bear  upon  their  local 
Al. P.'s  in  regard  to  this  matter.  It  might 
also  be  added  that  Air.  Austen  Chamberlain 
hnd  promised  to  receive  a deputation  at  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  matter  tin-*  week 
end  from  the  Free  Importation  of  Canadian 
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1921’s  LEGACY.' 

ECONOMIC  CRISIS  FORCES  CO-OPERATORS  TO 

MARK  TIME. 

CENTRAL  BOARD  REPORT  TO  CONGRESS. 

SERVICES  TO  MINERS. 


WILL  NOT  BE  FORGOTTEN  BY  ORGANISED  WORKERS. 


In  1921,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  co-operative  movement, 
British  co-operators  had  to  mark  time;  and  it  is  just  possible  that  the  annual 
co-operative  statistics  for  1921,  when  published,  will  show  that  some  ground 
has  been  lost. 


Thk  report  of  tlie  Central  Board  to  the 
Brighton  Congress  is,  as  usual,  prefaced 
by  a brightly  written  review  of  1921.  The 
year  itself  had  very  little  brightness  about 
it,  and  everything  considered  it  is,  perhaps, 
not  surprising  that  the  sentence  printed  in 
heavy  type  should  find  a place  in  the  intro- 
ductory matter  to  the  report. 

Economic  Crisis  Effects. 

More  definite  statements  regarding  1921 
are  made  in  the  report  itself,  where,  in  the 
paragraph  headed  “ influence  of  the  econo- 
mic crisis;”"  it  is  stilted  that  when 
the  statistics  are  available  they  will  cer- 
tainly show  large  decreases  both  in  sales, 
as  measured  in  pounds  sterling  and  in  the 
amount  of  reserve  funds  held  by  societies. 
The  past  year  may  also  show  a smaller 
increase  in  membership  than  any  of  its 
immediate  predecessors. 

No  wonder  when  the  year  drew  to  its 
close  co-operators  hastened  to  “ speed  the 
parting  guest.”  There  is,  however,  some 
consolation  in  knowing  that,  bad  as  it  was, 
1921  might  have  left  a worse  heritage ; 
for  “when  all  the  facts  are  taken  into 
account  co-operators  can  congratulate 
themselves  that  tlieir  movement  lias 
suffered  so  little  during  the  past  year.” 
The  introduction  to  the  report  contains 
many  homely  truths,  but  none  so  full  of 
meaning  as  the  following  : — 

When  they  (co-operators)  learn  how  to 
act  unitedly  in  the  sphere  of  political 
action  no  Government  will  dare  to  pass 
anti-co-operative  legislation  or  to  pursue 
unco-operative  policies  in  home  or  foreign 
affairs. 

One  may  add,  with  equal  truth,  that 
when  co-operators  learn  to  concentrate 
their  purchasing  power  on  their  respective 
societies  they  .need  fear  jio  foe  in  either 
the  productive  or  the  distributive  trade. 

Union's  Finances. 

At  the  end  of  1921  there  were  1,334 
societies  in  membership  with  tlie  Union 
and  163  outside,  which  presumably  could 
have  been  in.  The  membership  at  the  close 
of  1920  was  1,322. 

During  the  twelve  months  ending  Decem- 
ber 31st  1921,  subscriptions  amountiiig  in 
all  to  £37,981  6s.  4d.  were  received  from 
societies.  In  comparison  with’  tlie  preced- 
ing year  these  figures  show  air  increase  bf 
£3,100  18s.  9d.  ’ 

It  is  reported  that  societies  subscribed 
£2,661  to  the  Russian  and  Georgian  Relief 
Fund,  and'  fliat  the  total'  amount  sub- 
scribed by  societies  and  individuals  to  the 
Co-operative  (Miners')  Relief  Fund  was 
£1,710. 

Not  to  be  Forgotten  Services. 

An  illuminating  paragraph  in  the  report 
has  reference  to  the  dispute  in  the  mining 
industry,  which  “.  undoubtedly  seriously 
injured  societies  in  many,  parts  of  the 
country.”  Sales  declined,  and  members 
unable  to  pay  ready  money,  contracted 
debts  which  have  not  yet  all  been  paid. 
Even  so,  societies  have  no  cause  to 
regret  their  action  at  the  time  of  this 
dispute.  The  value  of  their  services  to 
the  miners'  unions  will  not  soon  be  for- 
gotten by  the  organised  workers. 

The  amount  of  money  loans  granted  to 
miners'  organisations  and  of  credit  given 
to  members  "on  the  security  of  miners’ 
organisations  reached  no  leas  a sum  than 
£605,719.  A large  portion  of  this  amount 
has  since  been  repiiid  to  the  societies' by 
the  respettive  miner's’  organisations,  and 
repayment  of  the  remaining  portion  is  pro- 
ceeding satisfactorily. 

Position  in  South  Wales. 

Readers  of  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” 
know  how  societies  in  -South  Wales  have 
suffered*  in  consequence  of  the  dispute,  and 
they  are  not  altogether  unprepared  for  the 
statement  that  “ several  of  these  societies 
are  now  in  a position  of  some  difficulty.” 
The  Western  Sectional  Board  and  the  Joint 
Propaganda  Committee  are  giving  the 
societies  all  possible  help,  and  the  directors 
of  the  Wholesale  Society  have  given  an 
assurance  that  “ its  full  support  will  not 
be  withheld  from  any  society  needing 
special  assistance.” 

Reports  are  submitted  from  the  sectional 
boards  relative' *"to  the  proposed  national 
society,  and  it  appears  that 

“ while  the  idea  of  a national  co-opera- 
tive society  is  more  favourably  regarded 
to-day  than  it  was  when  it  was  first 
advanced  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  C.  Gray,  the 
majority  of  co-operators  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  time  is  not  ripe  for  its 
formation. 

It  is,  however,  satisfactory  to  note  that 
societies  in  all  parts  of  the  country  are 
now  convinced  that  the  time  has  come  to 
end  all  overlapping  by  societies,  and  that 
societies  in  adjacent  areas  should  be 
approached  with  a view  to  their  amalgama- 
tion wherever  desirable.’’ 


Daily  Paper  Question. 

In  tlie  paragraphs  devoted  to  co-opera- 
tive newspapers  and  journals  it  is  stated 
that  :the  National  C'o-operative  Publishing 
Society  is  prepared  to  launch  a co-opera- 
tively owned  and  controlled  daily  paper  “ as 
soon  as  tlie  movement  is  prepared  to  supply 
the  capital  sufficient  to  give  such  an  enter- 
prise reasonable  hope  of  being  able  to  break 
the  tradition  of  failure  in  a working-class 
daily  newspaper.” 

- It  is  also  stated  that  the  amalgamation 
of  the  “ Scottish  C'o-operator  ” Newspaper 
Society  and  the  Co-operative  Newspaper 
Society  in  the  National  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society,  as  recommended  by  the 
Co-operative  Survey  Committee  and  sanc- 
tioned by  CongresSj-  has  now  been  carried 
through  the  preliminary  two  years’  period 
mutually  agreed,  upon.  In  June,.  1922,  the 
amalgamation  takes  complete  legal  effect, 
and  the  two  societies  will  have  become  one 
within,  a month  of  the  Brighton.  Congress. 

The  Central  Board,  in  issuing  the  national 
policy  and  programme  for  the  sixth  year, 
recommend  concentration  of  effort  on  a good 
many  things,  hut  particularly  on  consoli- 
dating and  preserving  financial  resources, 
efficiency  of  service,  alertness  in  meeting 
changing  economic  conditions,  and  avoidance 
of  overlapping  and  wasteful  competition  with 
other  societies.” 

International  Alliance. 

The  British  representatives  on  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  have  fully  considered  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Scarborough  Congress,  r.nd 
they  state  that  the  statement  tlijit-  the 
Alliance  collapsed  on  the  outbreak  of  war  is 
“ incorrect  and  misleading,”  as  “ the 
Alliance  continued  to  function  throughout 
the  whole  period  of  tlie  war."  On  the  ques- 
tion of  international  trade  thoy  state  that 
“ Conditions- have  been  so  abnormal  that  it 
has  been  almogt  impossible  for  international 
trade  to  he  resumed  or  developed  to  any 
great  extent,  even  by  ncn-co-operitive  trad- 
ing organisations  (as  witness  . the  . trade 
returns  published  by  the  Board  of  -Trade). 
Aloreover,  restrictions  on  trading  imposed' by 
the  different  Governments  have- everywhere 
tended  to  discourage  direct  trading  between 
the  co-operative  wholesale  societies..  -In 
short,  it  may  almost  be  said  that  opportuni- 
ties for  developing  international  co-opera- 
tive trade  have  not  existed.” 

.Having  regard  to  its  representative 
character,  “ wo  see  no  reason  for  recommend- 
ing any  change  in  the  present  method  of 
constituting  the  British  representation  on 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  Alliance.” 

Reports  of  committees  which  are  either 
committees  of  the  . Central  Board  or  joint 
committees  on  which  the  board  is  repre- 
sented are  also  given. 

Invitations  for  1923  Congress  have  been 
received  from  Dundee  and  Edinburgh,  and 
an  assurance  is  given  in  the  report  that 
either  town  has  all  the  accommodation 
required  for  Congress. 


By 

Appointment 


H.M.  the  King, 


The  name  of  Nestle’s  always 
stands  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle’s 
never  varies  in  quality — it 
always  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  th$ 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3, 


“FEW  FACES  worth  I 

SAVING.”  1 

BISHOPS  OPINIONS  ON  "FORMFikJ 
AT  GENOA. 

DR.  W.  TEMPLE  DISCUSSES 

FELLOWSHIP. 

Although  the  season  for  cdiiMtu  .1 
efforts  in  the  way  of  smoking  concerts  i°i  ■ 
be  regarded  as  ended,  there  was  no  lark  ] 
interest  in  the  concluding  event  of  tlr  * 
gramme  arranged  by  the  Berwick  Soom'^, 
educational  committee  on  Thursday  "l  I 
week,  and  the  Co-operative  Hall  at  R,'„  | 1 I 
street  was  again  packed.  The  fact  tliuTI 
Right  Rev.  the  Bishop  of  Manchester L’  I 
\\  . Temple)  was  the  speaker  was  rpspoiwip  ’ I 
to  some  extent,  for  the  revived  intere.t  a*/i  L 
his  flattering  reception  showed  how  I 
i3  his  presence  before  a workiii’-d,. 
audience. 

His  theme  was  " Fellowship.”  au,j  j„L 
showed  very  effectively  that  fellowship  coulii  I 
not  be  attained  unless  a person  stroro  u - 
understand  the  other  man's  point  of  vie* 
and  fiud  a common  ground  upon  which  L\i  I 
could  meet.  Some  of  the  statesmen  of  th«  I 
world  were  at  present  struggling  a(  Gecoa  f 
he  said,  to  plan  out  a system  of  government! 
for  the  world  of  the  future  which  would  hui'J  I 
a closer  and  wider  fellowship;  whilst  others  F 
being  more  concerned  about  their  onL 
national  needs  or  opportunities,  wore  djv  I 
posed  to  let  the  principle  of  fellowship  go  by.  I 
These  politicians  were  trying  to  find  wliai  I 
they  called  a “formula.”  They  goner,  illy  I 
tried  to  fiud  a “formula”  when  they  lull  I 
not  any  common  ground  to  stand  upon.  "One  I 
reason  for  trying  to  find  a J'ormuli,"  re- 1 
marked  the  Bishop,  “ was  to  save  somebody's " 
face ; and  there  were  very  lew  fates  m the  I 
world- worth  saving.”*  (Hear,  hear,)  ® 

An  Abominable  Habit, 

Continuing  the  Bishop  said  ho  did  not | 
flunk  they  would  ever  get  fellowship  lint 
was  worth  anything,  except  so  far  as  they | 
could  unite  people  in  a coinin'  a enterpriw 
and  the  fellowship  became  ch  *er  if  in  tli.it I 
enterprise  they- should  make  some  ronunonl 
sacrifice.  It  was  no  ijse  im.r.dy  Getting ■ 
people  together  and  saying  “ Now  pradrel 
-fellowship.”  What  they  wanted  to  do  was  I 
to  fiud  something  that  was  big  <yiougIi  " 
claim  the  services  of. both,  so  th.it  each  ivoi 
begin  to  realise  there  was  some  good  in  tlioL 
other.  He  wished  per  pic  would  get  out  oil 
“that  abominable  habit  ”,  of  reading  iKMvs-r 
papers  they  agreed  with  before  they  jtnrtcd.l 
(Laughter).  They  were  simply  hardening  I 
themselves  in  their  own  prejudices.  They ■ 
would  never  get  any  wiser  by  doing  tlml. ■ 
YY'heu  they  met  a man  who  disagreed  v ini  I 
them,  instead  of  knocking  him  down  or  try- F 
ing  to  refute  him,  the  next  best  tiling  ’U4| 
to  try  and  understand  him.  That  «J» 
best  form  of  fellowship. 

True  and  False  Fellowship. 

As  long  as  people  were  thinking  nM1 1 
material  things  of  which  there  w as  it  limited ■ 
stock,  fellowship  was  impossible,  li*cju«er 
tlie  success  of  one  group  meant  liie  coinpu**  | 
tire  failure  ®f  another.  Hut  mere 
certain  things  of  which  it  was  true  that  t"fL 
more  one  person  had. tlie  more  there  was  loti 
another.  That  was  true  of  knoivNgG* 
There  was  not  a limited  stock  of  it ; and  taJ 
more  one  man  knew  the  better  it  wns  '«'■ 
others,  because  they  learned  fivn  talking 
bim.  It  was  also  true  of  counge  1111 
appreciation  of  beauty.  . 

- There  were  a great  many  ful-  ■ felhiwsni|jL| 
however.  There  were  groups  nf  pcunle  **“?■ 
thought  they  were  in  fellowship  vjlu-n ' ,a  ■ 
that  was  the  matter  with  them  was  that  u 
were  agreed  in  hating  someone  else.  dy 
thought  that  fellowship  had  b 11 
ing  tbs  war;  but  it  was  only  ihe 
instinct,  found  in  all  animals,  of  re-operat 
against  a common  foe.  The  root  cause 
enmity.  . . 

As  a parting  message  tlie  * 

gested  that  while  they  struggled  to  get 
distribution  of  material  things  ngat.  y 


and  i!ur'| 
he  h?r 


should  steadily  develop  people'  ^ 
the  highest  ideals  of  life, 


and  1 


getlier  in  a bond  of  unity 
independent  of  enmity  and 
(Loud  applause). 


which  ' 


[Continued  from  first  column. J 


Cattle  Association  and  the  ni 
jointly.  Air.  A.  V.  Alexander  <■ 

the  Parliamentary'  Committee 

the  Co-operative  Union  on  tb 
Association,  and  if  given  an  oppo 
speak  in  the  name  of  thp  cc.nsum ' 
of  the  lifting  of  this  ban. 
time,  it  has  to  he  added  that< 
indic.itipn  that  either  Air.  ( h.nm 
Arthur  Griffith-Boscawcn  Ik>' 
degree  altered  his  strong  view  s r 
embargo,  though  I am 
Churchill  is  against  its  coat  in"  1 
view  of  the  fact  that  as  Cohan 
he  is  greatly  concerned  in  this  ; 
room  for  belief  tliat  his  m 
obtained  the  promise  of  the  fort  i 
discussion. 


t the  J 
fl!  -re  » 


Mr.  R.  Fleming  (O.YV  .8.  <!»** 
been  appointed  a Fellow  o 
Colonial  Institute. 

At  a special  meeting  of 

dust-rial  Society,  tlie  members  • 
owing  to  the  large  amount  oi  ^ 
Tailing  in  tlie  town,  they  . .j 

£500  for  tlie  purpose  of  * 

ing  which  prevails  amongst 


«|ri 
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BOON  to  western 

SOCIETIES. 

ERESTING  C.W.S.  DEVELOPMENTS. 

OPENING  of  new  saleroom 

"SD  SHOW  ROOMS  AT  PLYMOUTH. 

n<Tiie»Jpy.  tlie  91,1  loHtant.  -ni  event  uf 
‘L,.n(C  lij  the  Devon  and  Cornish  sor.r- 
in  their  relationship  to  t-he  C.W’.S.  took 
If  . Plymouth  in  the  opening  of  the  nc  w 
Br.iJ  iIioutooius  iihirli  nave  been  pro- 
|,v  the  C.l\  ,S.  at  the  Jliuetioil  of  York 
JMo'rlev-sLreets  nod  "'thin  raw  aeorsa  c! 
jLliief  niihvay  stations  ot  Piviiiouth. 

/or  the  Inst  six. or  seven  yenes  Hie  dra|le..v 
j illitRl  departments  of  ilu>  \\  Iiolevole 
ii,  taw  had  a small  sample-room  in 
linih.  hut  this  has  been  found  unaiiit- 
J.  for  the  growing  requirements  of  tlie 
Erirt  societies,  and  ns  a result  ihc.bt 

I,  jaw's  Hull  property  lias  bcen'-afliuired 
.ml •tiuelural  alterations  made,  the  tlucA 
4 .alls  of.  Hie  hall  have  had  larger 
lloiY  openings  lorined  in  them  onjdie  first 
JL  the  shop  f route  on  the  ground  floor 
Ljte'lK'ea  removed  and  replaced  with  brick  - 
I(lik  .'Hid  the  whole  nail  area  re  lined  with 
HjQ-glnzed  terrnreotta,  the  result  being  a 
Kiutically  new  building. 

On  the  ground  floor  i«  accommodated  the 
outeri  and  furnishing  amd  hardware  depai  t- 
J^nts’  and  n small  conferen^-e  room.  I lie 
htler,’ it  is  hoped,  will,  lie  iuili>:ud  by  the 
totriit  retail  nionogers  for  their  monthly 
meetings,  similar  to  the  custom  at  the  other 
I'WS  centres.  The  first,  floor  provides  an 
tnfllent  slnmruom  for  Urn  dnipviy, 
(ooIIjiih,  and  roady modes , and  bout  iuul  shoe 
iiarlnient.-.  The  alterations  aero,  carried 
wjl  to  tlie  designs  of  Mr.  L.  G.  Ekine, 
|i|U.B.A.  (architect,  C.W.S.,  London 
Irancli)  ami  Mr.  l apthorne  ta  memlv?r  of 
ih  local  society lommittee)  acted  i«  clerk 
tf  mirks. 

A Feeling  of  Satisfaction. 

There  "as  not  a formal  opening  of  tlie  pre- 
iniMf*  iis  generally  understo'Hl,  hut  the 
C.W.S.  monthly  sale  at  Plymouth  was 
utilised,  and  over  130  representatives  from 
the  principal  societies  in  the  two  counties 
Wended.  and  there  was  a general  feeling 
il  latisfaetion  with  the  additional  facilities 
iluclu  nave  been  provided  by  the  C.W.S. 

Tlie  sale  dinner  was  provided  by  the  Ply-' 
iKiiith  Society  in  the  Assembly  Hoorn,  Mr. 
Wilkins  (chni  rrotdn,  drapery  committee)  pre- 
tiiliag,  and  supiiorted  by  his  colleagues 
lltssrs.  Jdms,  Arnold,  and  Charter,  and 
'Ir.  Justliam  (grocery,  &c.,  buyer,  Bristol 
‘|>ol),  and  other  departmental  managers 
iin]  buyers. 

In  extending  a welcome  to  the  company 

II,  Cilkink* -referred  to  the  rejieated  appli- 
laliiias  of  the  Devon  and  Cornish  societies 
for  additional  facilities  for  trading  with  the 
C.W.S.  whioli  lin'd  resiilte<l  in  the  ncquire- 
jjtnt  of  the  St.  Andrew’s  Hall.  As  an  old 
ilyiHouthiau  lie  was  exceedingly  pleoised  that 
mcunistaiues  had  warranted  the  ostalilish- 
tient  of. tlie  new  saleroom,  and  lie  asked  the 
tolrict  bnyprij  and  committees  to  see  that 
lh«  trade  which  would  result  would  prove 
'nut  the  step  \vnfi  justified,  and  that  they 
<oiil(l  give i to  the  C.W.S.  the  same  measure 
~ «up|K»it  they  exacted  to  receive  from 
"Wr  own  nieinbens. 

Mr.  Johns,  on  behalf  of  the  grocery  com: 
Jnttee,  pointed  out  that,  hitherto  the  dis- 
hni'e  from  Bristol  depot-  had  tended  to  keep 
•be  retail  buyers  of  the  district  from  getting 
inw-tbnt  close  touch  with  the  C W.S.  nud  its 
'•niitiintions  that  wor  no  desirable  at  the 
Pwent  time,  but  with  the  e.stahli«hment  of 
new  saleroom  lie  believed,  these  difficul- 
'♦t  would  he  largely  overcome! 

Future  Arrangements. 

■Mr  Justliam  (Bristol  depot),  another  Ply- 
"nutlunn,  after  referring  to  his  early 
Nnnintame  with  the  district^  and  long 
. with  the  local  societies,  stated  it 
»aV)  ,K<,<1  tu  strange  Tor  the  productive 
".'anngera  to  iieriodjcivlly  visit  the 

«ilh  p'11  '!'•  or‘!er  f°  discuss  technical  mutters 
nu,J  v ; district  buyers  (a  Hiiggostion  much 
and  1>:*  hoped  the  premises 
ft?  rallying  point  lor  the  co- opera  to  is 
V'  uf  Exeter. 

r '"'"dvr  I chairman,  S’altash  Society) 
lii  \vVi  1 Je  Pleasure  of  tlie  district  soTio- 
mLiJ1  1 fbe  facilities  ’ provided  b.v  the 
nnl  nm  ° •'K'lety.  Mr.  Gnv  (hoot  buyer 
Mr  1 Jt ,U|Ker'  ^li’IUouth  Society)  supixirtcd 
11^,'  ,oIl^er‘  af  H'e  same  time  emphasising 
• 'i*  *or  special ss.it ip ii  by  the 

brlv  m li1  ’ r ,lw’t  aml  sl|oe  trade,  parti, -u- 
»i(nt  xi  ^ ,e  Present-day  require- 

Abbot*  o1--  Ho,lge  (mnnnger.  Newton 
",SO  tx,)res^1  h,e 

bcruif. ^ rnoid  (C.W.S.  director),  after  re- 
Wsasv-  • le  pmt'fyipg  development  of  the 
(j  ’•  "e  U'oyenient — indust.-ial  and  ngri- 
1 .r«Y'vti  vkij-s  in  : I,.  \V„i  U 

('  \V  , - e other  diM  olopmelits  of 

Lli.l, ^be  district,  including  the 
fl  at  iTn'ur0  a .wool-  rilg-making  deimrt- 
rjit  UiickfasUeigli;  and  intimated  that  it 

S»Sl»“ttt,'"lK"l”1  "!  ‘•'-t-.l.lLsI, 
fijiiiouti,  ri  K :V,K  reiwuruig  department 

lie  Up<V'ar.Ur  director)  emplmsi: 

' ? fiurat,  •’  ,,K^?  lb«n  ever  at  the  jveSo. 
»’ork  i1'  ireUnl  pieties  am.l  the  C.W. 
Snilb  v U,I,sou-  , reg.u-d.Hl  tl 
tv  jtj..  r}  f \>Vot  an<)  fehoe  trade  refern 

hnl  nir'V‘  1 r.  tl,aiter  mentioned  th 
itii.n  I‘*rea<ly  been  receiving  the  ck, 
i?  f..o,thc  (’  W S directorate. 

tlier  compliinentniy  remnrke  t-1 
dispersed,  nlid  business  was  refill u 
the  *»y‘*  saJes  aupur- 
«or  tlie  future  of  t|te  venture. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 

NOWADAYS. 


Newmarket. — There  was  a good  attend- 

ice  at  the  quarterly  meeting,  which  was 
held  in  the .‘Co-oi>erative  Hall  on  May  4th. 
The  president  (Mr.  G.  B.  Poppy)  was  in 
tlie  chair.  The  report  for  the  quarter 
showed  cash  sales  fur  the  period  of  £21,978, 
which  was  considered  very  satisfactory, 
especially  in  view  of  the  decreased  spending 
power  of  the  members.  Although  the  seat 
was  contested,  Mr.  G.  B.  Poppy  was  re- 
turned ae  -president,  making  his  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  office.  Messrs.  A.  Fair- 
weather,  F.  W.  Cardy,  and  W.  Meekins 
were  elected  to  the  management  committee, 
and  Mr.  Trigg  and  Mrs.  Frosty  we  re  elected 
on  the  educational  committee.  It  was  de- 
cided to  send  tw:o  members  to  the  Brighton 
Congress,  and  Mr.  A.  Challis  (secretary  and 
manager)  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Keegan  were 
elected  to’  attend.  It  was  decided  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  National  Lifeboat  Association. 

Reading. — Councillor  H.  Wooldridge  pre- 
sided over  the  quarterly  meeting,  which 
was  held  in  the  Wayleai-street  Hall  on  May 
Util.  The  cash  statement  showed  sales  of 
£104.009.  Although  this  sum  showed  a de- 
crease in  the  actual  cash  taken,  there  was 
a considerable  increase  in  the  turnover  of 
goods.  A resolution  was  passed  unani- 
mously to  the  effect  that  the  meeting  was 
of  the  opinion  that  the  future  material  and 
moral  welfare  of  the  nation  depended  upon 
the  adequate  physical  and  mental  develop- 
ment of  the  children,  and  protesting  against 
the  proposals  of  the  Geddes  Committee  to 
exclude  from  the  schools  children  under' six 
years  of-  age.  to  increase  the  size  of  classes 
m the  elementary  schools,  and  to  restrict 
the  medical  and  other  services.  A new  con- 
fectionery deportment  at  Caversham  will 
shortly  l>e  opened,  and  the  new  travelling 
oven  installed  at  the  bakery  is  now  almost 
complete.  The  bakery  will  then,  no  doubt, 
be  Hie  finest  in  the  South  of  England.  The 
Chairman  reported  that  on  account  of  trade 
depression  in  the  country  the  committee  had 
refuctantly  decided  to  defer  holding  the 
children’s  fetes.  The  retiring  committeemen, 
Messrs.  Chesternian  and  Newham,  were  re- 
elected. Five  guineas  were  granted  to  the 
employees’  cricket  club,  and  the  usual  dona- 
tions were  made  to  hospitals  and  other 
institutions. 

Cinderford. — The  members  of  this  society 
met  for  their  quarterly  "meeting  at  the 
Town  Hall  on  Saturday  evening.  The 
statement  for  the  March  quarter  showed 
that  the  cash  received  for  goods  sold 
amounted  to  £27,381,  being  a decrease  of 
£20,797  he  against  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  last  year.  The  disposable  profits, 
nfter  meeting  all  expenses  for  the  quarter, 
amounted  to  £403  18s.  6d.,  proposed  to  be 
divided  by  paying  a dividend  of  3d.  in  the 
pound  on  members’  purchases.  Members’ 
share  capital  stood  at  £44v062,  being  a 
decrease  of  £41.  Tlie  number  of  members 
was  3,200.  It  was  explained  that  one 
reason  for  the  decreased  takings  Was  that 
this  quarter  represented  only  twelve  weeks, 
as  compared  with  fourteen  in  the  previous 
quarter,  but  there  was  considerable  dis- 
cussion on  the  fact  that  the  expenses  were 
17 i per  cent.  (11  per  cent,  wages),  which  it 
was  contended  were  higher  than  the 
business  transacted  warranted.  The  com- 
mittee stated  that  they  had  kept  the  price 
of  bread  down  to  8(1.,  and  bad  thereby  not 
only  lost  money,  which  could  otherwise 
have  been  paid  in  dividend,  but  had  bene- 
fited the  district  generally.  The  president 
(Mr.  A.  Booth),  who  was  compelled  to 
retire  owing  to  the  condition  of  his  remain- 
ing eyewnpon  which  he  Iras  recently  had 
four  operations  contended  that  the  strength 
of  the  society  lay  in  the  reserve  of  £8,000 
which  it  poesessed,  and  that  the  society 
was  as  strong  as  ever  it  was.  ' Mr.  Martin 
H.  Perkins,  J.P.,  the  former  president^ 
was  re-electod  unopposed,  as  were  also  the 
following: — Vice-president,  Mr.  W.  Taylor  ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Adams,  J.P. ; secretary, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Ivims;  auditor.  Mr.  C.  Buffry. 
Messrs.  H.  Dobbs  and  E.  Dyson  were 
elected  members  of  the  committee,  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  the  presi- 
dent. tlirde  members  of  tlie  management 
Committee,  and  three  -other  members  of  the 
society,  was  appointed  to  investigate  in 
regard  to  the  general -basis  of  the  society’s 
present  working  and  to.reiknt. 

Beccles. — That  a keener  interest  is  being 
taken  in  the  business  of  the  society  was 
showii  by  the  fact  tjbat  a larger  number  of 
members  than  usual  attended  the  quarterly 
meeting  which  was  held  in  the  Adult  School 
Hall  on  Wednesday  last  week.  The  report, 
an  read  by  tlie  secretary  (Mr.  R.  B.  Snow- 
don). showed  deortffcsed  sal£s  due  to  tlie 
unfortunate  misuutferstanding  inutile  large 
engineering  works  and  unemployment  gener- 
ally. The  turnover,  liowever,  was  £1.826 
weekly,  and  this  again  showed  the  loyalty 
of  members,  the  average  being  very  satis- 
factory. After  the  usual  provision  for  de- 
preciations. »fec.,  an  interim  dividend  of 
Is.  4d.  in  the -pound  wne  accepted.  The 
retiring  members  of  committee  were  re- 
elected, viz.,  Messrs.  Sampson  and  Simmons. 
The  extensive  alterations  of  the  Bungay 
branch,  “ Avonn  House,”  ‘were  referred  to 
by  the  president  (Mr.  G.  Lincoln),  who 
stated  that  the  contnfft  plans  and  specifi- 
cation had  been  issued  to  the  trade  through 
the  architect  (Mr.  Arthur- Pells,  F.S.I.). 

Warminster. — Mr.  H.  J.  Poolhian  pre- 
sided .at  the  quarterly  meeting  which  was 
held  on'May  11th  at  the  Town  Hall,  there 
being  a good  number  of  members  present. 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


POLITICS  OR ? 

[To  the  Editor,  ” Co-operative  News.”] 


Sir, — In  the  recent  report  in  the  “ New  s ” 
of  the  opening  of  the  new  premises  at 
Gravesend,  Mr.  Threadgill  (C.W.S.),  speak- 
ing of  the  action  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  a certain  measure,  eaid  ” But 
there  I am  not  going  to  talk  politics.  We 
don’t  want  politics  in  the  co-operative 
movement.  l.et  politics  alone.”  He 
omitted  to  say  111*  was  only  expressing  lift 
own  personal  opinion,  and  a statement  like 
that,  coming  from  a man  in  Mr.  Thread- 
gill’s  position,  has  carried  a good  deal  of 
weight  in  a place  like  Gravee^nd,  where 
opinion  on  this  matter  is  sharply  divided. 

If  Mr.  Threadgill  is  right,  what  have  we 
got  the  Co-operative  Party  for?  If  lie  is 
not  right,  is  it  quite  playing  the  game  to 
come  to  small  societies  making  statements 
of  thft  sort  unless  it  is  made  quite  clear 
that  it  is  only  a personal  opinion  which 
everybody  is  entitled  to  have? 

Those  yho  are  actively  engaged  in  co- 
operative propaganda  and  are  anxious  to 
do  whatever  is  best  for  the  cooperative 
movement  have  a right  to  know  exactly 
where  we  are  in  regard  to  preaching  politi- 
cal action,  and  I should  like  to  see  this 
matter  thrashed  out'  in  the  columns  of  the 
” News.” — Yours,  Ac., 

E.  E.  C. 

22,  Cohliam-street,  Gravesend. 


SWINDON  JUNIOR  CHOIR  S 
SUCCESS. 


The.  junior  choir  of  the  New  Swindon  In- 
dustrial Society  visited  Bath  on  Wednesday 
of  last  week  to  take  part  in  the  choir  com- 
petitions held  in  connection  with  the  Mid- 
Somerset  Musical  Festival. 

There  were  nine  choirs  entered  in  this  par- 
ticular class  (Class  VII.),  and  the  Swindon 
Choir  was  successful  in  obtaining  the  highes-t 
number  of  marks,  viz,,  180  out  of  a pos- 
sible 200.  Mr.  Hugh  S.  Roberton  was  the 
adjudicator,  and  in  his  remarks  stated  that, 
as  regarded  the  first  test-piece,  the  co-opera- 
tive choir  was  tremendously  good,  so  smart, 
keen,  always  arresting  by  reason  of  its  life 
and  sparkle.  In  the  second  piece  ” they 
showed  right  pace,  and  there  was  no  mis- 
taking its  musical  quality.” 

Mr.  F.  Barnett  was  the  conductor  and 
Mrs.  Ellwood  the  pianist,  and  great  credit 
is  due  to  them  for  their  able  and  careful 
training. 


BOVEY  TRACEY  EXTENDS. 


Tlie  Bovey  Tracey  “ Society  is  making 
alterations  to  certain  ©f  its  premises,  which, 
when  completed,  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  members.  The  furnishing  deportment 
has  been  remoYed  from  the  old  shop,  and  is 
now  housed  at  the  central  under  the  capable 
control  of  Mr.  Rumbello.  The  mansion  on 
the  Bridge  House  Eatate  is  being  converted 
into  dwellings,  and  here  also  during  the 
season  a nicely -Appointed  caf»5  lor  the  use  of 
the  co-operative  trippers  is  being  prepared. 
The  house  grounds  are  being  used  for  market 
gardening^  and  in  connection  with  the  dairy 
prize  strains  of  poultry  are  being  roared  ex- 
tensively. The  problem  of  getting”,  ba'^  to 
the  land  is  being  solved  by  tlie  hardy  potters 
of  Henthfield  and  Bovey,  and  they  and  the 
yeomen  of  the  surrounding  districts  are 
loyally  backing  up  Mr.  J.  Tellivright  in  liis 
progressive  co-operative  policy. 


PENCE  JUNIORS. 

With  songs,  recitations,  dances,  nnd  a 
fairy  play,  the  girls  of  the  Penge  Junior  Guild 
entertained  their  parents  and  friends  at  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  Penge,  a few  days  ago. 
The  programme,  which  was  efficiently  and 
attractively  cariied  out,  under  the  leadership 
of  Mesdamrs  Last  and  Johns  and  Mies  Miriam 
Benjamin  (the  instructor),  was  much  enjoyed 
by  a large  audience. 

Certificates  and  prizes  won  in  an  examination 
for  the  beet  papers  on  “ Our  .Story  ” were 
distlibuted  by  Mrs.  Johns  to  the  following: — 
Stage  1. — Gweneth  Webb,  Alice  Emily  May 
Denney,  "and  Maieie  Joyce  . Fenton.  Stage 
2. — Marjorie  Isabel  Tiiigley,  Florence  Ethel 
BosliOr,  Gladys  Mary  Winch,  George  Webb, 
Emily  Beatrice.  Barnes,  and  Ethel  Phillips. 
Audrey  Ellis,  the  .youngest  member  of  the 
guild,  presented  Miss  Benjamin  with  a flowering 
plant. 


[Continutd  from  previous  column.] 

The  report  showed  that  sales  for  the 
quarter  amounted  to  £8.027,  with  an 
average  of  £617  per  week.  The  surplus  for 
disposal  enabled  the  payment  of  a dividend^ 
of  1«.  4d.  in  the  pound,  one  guinea  to  the 
Cottage  Hospital,  £20  to  repairs  fund,  and 
£10  to  dividend  fund.  The  chairman  con- 
gratulated the  membecs  on  haring  such  a 
satisfactory  quarter,  and  said-  that  tlie 
finances  showed  the  great  stability  of  the 
society.  The  reserve  fund  was  £1.026,  and 
the  dividend  and  repair  funds  totalled 
£275.  Messrs.  G.  Brown  nnd  H.  Moore 
were  re-elected  for  another  year  on  the 
committee.  It  was  reported  that  the  staff 
and  committee  were  arranging  for  a trip  to. 
Portsmouth  on  or  about  June  28th. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

Mr.  D.  Mason  (educational  secretary  of  tho 
Enfield  Highway  .Society)  gave  his  third  and 
concluding  lecture  on  ” Methods  of  Teach- 
ing” in  the  Co-operative  Hail,  last  Friday 
evening.  Mr.  F.  Lilley  presided  over  a good 
attendance.  Mr.  Mason  gave  a short  exposition 
of  evolution,  illustrated  by  timely  examples 
of  articles  in  everyday  use.  For  the  benefit 
of  the  children,  he  gave  a recital  of  the  famous 
Italian  puppet  story,  ” Pinoechio,”  written 
by  Carlo  Lorenz.ini ; and  drew  attention  to  its 
wealth  of  imaginative  power,  its  humour,  and 
its  moral  teaching.  "The  lecture  was  much 
enjoyed.  . ♦ ♦ ♦ 

At  the  Waltham  Abbey  Junior  Guild,  on 
Saturday  evening,  Mr.  I).  Mason  (educational 
secretary  of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society), 
lectured  on  “ Co-operation  and  Junior  Guilds.” 
All  the  Enfield  Highway  Junior  Guilds  are 
going  well,  and  amongst  those  who  have 
addressed  the  meetings  lately  were  Mis.  G.  E. 
Davies,  Miss  Welsfom  (W.E.A. ).  Mm.  Pegrum, 
Messrs.  Care,  J.  .S.  Threadgold,  Mason,  and 
others.  Valuable  work  has  Deen  done  by  the 
senior  representatives,  viz. Mesdames 
Pegrum  nnd  Smith,  and  Messrs.  Barney.  Carr, 
Gotte,  J.  iS.  Threadgold,  J.  Grove,  and  Lilley. 

Great  progress  is  being  made  by  the  Enfield 
Highway  Society,  one  of  the  most  active  and 
enterprising  in  the  Southern  Section.  During 
March,  for  example,  ninety-nine  new  members 
were  admitted,  and  there  is  proceeding  a 

freat"  effort  to  wake  up  the  membership  to 
0,000  in  this  the  jubilee  year.  Everybody 
hopes  that  the  society  may  have  tiro  success 
it  deserves.  ' 

Tho  §nnual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Educa- 
tional Association  will  he  held  at  Leinau- 
street,  on  Saturday  next.  May  27th,  after 
which  Professor  Fred  Hall.  M.A.,  will  speak 
on  '*  A Forward  Movement  in  Co-operative 
Education,”  and  immediately  following  there 
w ill  be  a week-end  school  for  secretaries  mid 
members  of  committees  at  Shornells,  Borstal! 
Heath,  Abbey  Wood,  S.E.,  Under  the  auspices 
of  the  Co-operative  Educational  Secretaries’ 
Association  ; and  Professor  Hall  will  give 
three  lectures— one  on  Saturday  evening,  and 
two  on  Sunday.  A charabanc  will  take 
students  from  Leman-street  to  Shoniells. 
All  particulars  from  Mr.  Joseph  Reeves, 
Co-operative  Institute,  Parson’s  Hill,  Woolwich 
S.E.-I8.  ... 

A conference,  organised  by  the  Southend- 
on-Sea  Co-operative  Guild  Council,  was  held 
in  the  Southend  Labour  Hall,  on  .Saturday, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Councillor  A.  A. 
Butterfield  (N.U.R.)  Mrs.  L.  M.  Clark 
(Women’s  Guild)  proposed,  and  Mr.  G.  0. 
Holyoake  (P.T.A.),  vice-president  Southend 
Labour  Party,  seconded,  a resolution  urging 
every  worker  to  become  an  active  member  dr 
a trade  union  and  co-operative  society,  so 
that  both  forces  may  be  used  in  the  struggle 
against  the.  kwering  of  the  standard  of  exis- 
tence of  .the  w orking  class. 

*TA  carnival,  held  by  the  South  Norwood 
(South  Suburban)  Men’s  and  Women’s  Guilds, 
the  last  social  event  of  the  season,  proved  a 
great  success.  Mr.  G.  Percival  officiated  as 
M.C.  Balloons,  caps,  and  other  novelties 
were  distributed  during  the  early  part  of  tho 
evening.  Some  of  those  attending  were  in 
fancy  dress.  Mrs.  Percival  took  tlie  ladies’ 
prize  and  little  Miss  Peinble  the  children’s. 
They  all  looked  so  nice  that  it  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  judge  them.  Everybody  looks  forward 
to  some  good  evenings  next  season. 

To  the  general  regret  of  the -many  delegates, 
Mr.  M.  H.  Clear  was  unable  on  Saturday  to 
preside  at  the  Southern  Sectional  Conference, 
though  he  appeared  on  the  platform  in  support 
of  Mr.  E.  King,  who  occupied  the  chair.  He 
told  the  delegates  that  earlier  in  the  week  he 
strained  his  heart  whilst  lifting  a co-opcrativo 
safe,  and  that  the  doctor  forbade  him  to  engage 
in  any  great  exertion  for  some  days.  There 
was  general  sympathy  with  Mr.  Clear,  nnd 
everyone  hopes  he  will  soon  lie  well  again. 

A letc^and  children's  sports  is  th  lie  held  on 
Saturday,  June  24th,  in  connection  with  the 
South  Suburban  Society's  educational  depart- 
ment, at  Plough-lane.”  Wallington  ; and,  as 
far  as  one  can  judge  from  the  preliminary 
programme,  promises  to  lie  very  successful. 

The  first  concert  given  by  the  Penge  and 
Beckenham  Co-operative  Choral  Society  since 
its  re-organisation  attracted  a good  atten- 
ance  to  the  Co-operative  Hall.  Penge.  Mr. 
Percy  Bullman  (the  conductor)  has  succeeded 
in  bringing  the  society  to  a high  state  of 
excellence,  and  the  members  will  need  to  work 
hard  to  maintain  this.  Mr.  Harry  Gosling 
was  the  accompanist.  The  choral  numbers 
included::  Part-song,  ’’  Come.  I-asses  and 

Lads”  ; cantata.  ” May  Day”  (solo  soprano, 
Mav  Queen,  Miss  Marie  Herbert)  : part -songs, 
“ Call  of  the  Breeze  ” and  ” Hymn  to  Music.” 

The  last  whist  drive  nnd  dance  of  the  season, 
arranged  bv  the  educational  department  of  the 
Canterbury  Society,  was  exceptionally  success- 
ful, twenty-nine  tables  being  filled  with  whist 
plavera.  The  committee  intend  to  arrange  an 
outing  to  Perry  Woods  on  June  22nd. 

Mr.  Alfred  Salter  (the  educational  secretary 
of  the  Beetles  Society)  has  been  elected  by  Ins 
colleagues  on  the  Town  Council  as  manage  r 
of  t he  Council  Sefiools.  He  was  some  years  ago 
co-opted  by  the  Board  of  Education.  White- 
hall. a member  of  the  evening  continuation 
classes  committee  for  the  work  and  interest 
he  had  taken  in  throe  through  the  Beetle* 
Society’s  educational  department. 
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HOW  LONG  ? HOW  LONG  ? 

EDUCATION  AND  ILL-FED 

CHILDREN. 

The  report  of  the  Geddes  Committee 
on  “ cuts  ” in  education  may  only  have 
been  partly  accepted  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  its  baneful  effects  are 
already  apparent  in  some  of  onr  towns. 

The  tilk  of  economy  has  led  local 
authorities  to  imagine  that  they,  too, 
can  cut  down  expenditure  on  education 
and  on  the  health  sendees  that  have 
come  under  their  departments,  and  the 
result  will  be,  unless  the  electors  are  very 
watchful,  a return  to  the  old  conditions 
of  spending  money  on  educating  children 
who  are  too  underfed  or  too  sick  to 
benefit. 

One  imagined  the  days  were  over  when 
one  had  to  plead  for  children  to  be  fed 
first  and  then  taught.  For  some  years 
now  teachers  have  been  able  to  send  a 
hungry  child  to  a centre  for  a meal  with- 
out anv  inquisitorial  catechism  as  to  the 
need.  'When  the  poorest  could  pay,  they 
might  be  called  upon  to  do  so,  but  the 
child  was  first  fed. 

Education  authorities,  however,  are 
now  closing  their  centres  for  meals,  and 
the  remark  of  Mr.  Fisher,  the  Minister 
for  Education,  in  the  House  of  Commons 
the  other  week,  that  other  means  would 
be  provided  for  dealing  with  children 
through  the  Board  of  Guardians,  is 
already  being  carried  out.  One  large 
industrial  area,  where  there  is  much  un- 
employment, has  closed  all  its,  centres, 
and  any  cases  of  distress  have  to  be  sent 
to  relieving  officers  under  theJ?oor-Law 
authority. 

Are  the  mothers  of  the  nation  going  to 
allow  this  state  of  things  to  happen 
again  ? Unfortunately,  the  child  who 
is  fed  under  the  Poor-Law  has  a different 
standing  to  the  one  who  goes  to  a school 
feeding  centre,  and  the  restrictions  of 
jelief  from  the  Guardians  will  prevent 
many  a child  now  having  a meal  who 
really  needs  one. 

Mothers  would  often  allow  their 
children  to  have  a meal  at  a centre,  but 
they  will  let  them  undergo  any  privation 
rather  than  go  to  the  Guardians.  The 
result  will  be  a lowering  of  the  stamina 
of  the  children  in  our  elementary  schools, 
and  a consequent  waste  of  money  spent 
on  trying  to  cram  the  brains  of  ill-fed 
children.  True  economy  ? Never  was  a 
falser  form  of  economy  put  before  the 
public.  When  will  it  be  necessary  to 
cease  preaching  that  economy  is  wise 
spending,  not  spending  on  the  wrong 
things  ? 


By  the  middle  of  March  253  branches  of 
the  English  Women’s  Guild  reported  that 
they  had  l veil  active  in  efforts  to-help  the 
sufferers  cf  the  Russian  famine  area.*— 194. 
by  lending  donations  iu  money  or  clothing, 
while  a large  number  were  organising  col-' 
lections  or  taking  steps  to  secure  public 
meetings. 

A meeting  of  tlie  Bristol  and  Somenvt 
Guilds  was  bold  at  Greenbank  recently,  with 
Mrs.  Nun  if  (district  president)  in  the  chair. 
A suggestion  from  the  Central  Office  that 
three  (onfeionees  a year  be  hold  instead  of 
fo\fr  was  discussed,  and  it  was  resolved  that 
four  meetings  be  held  as  before.  The  dele- 
gates considered  that  lonfcnenoes  were  more 
educational  than  sending  speakers  to 
branches.  It  was  also  decided  that  any 
branch  represented  on  tl$e  District  C.m- 
mittee  fir  three  consecutive  years  should 
retire  fer  one  year  to  give  the  smaller 
branches  an  opportunity  of  bringing  forward 
their  members.  Although  three  new 
branches  have  been  opened  during  the  year 
there  lias  been  a "drop  iu  membership, 
accounted  for  by  the  unemployment  in  the 
district.  A letter  from  Mrs.  La  vis  (late 
district  president),  in  Victoria,  was  read, 
giving  a description  of  that  part  of  the 
world. 

At  the  Lincoln  District  Conference,  at 
Grimsby,  on  Saturday,  May  Orb,  the  division 
of  the  district  into  three  was  carried  cut, 
and  three  district  committees  were  elected  to 
carry  on  the  work  in  the  Grimsby.  Peter- 
borough. and  Lincoln  districts.  The  new 
secretaries  are  Mrs.  Umberstone  for  the 
Peterborough  district,  Mrs.  Bic-lsford  (the 
former  district  secretary)  for  the  Grimsby 
distric  t,  and  Mrs.  Daniels  for  Lincoln.  Mrs. 
Unswortli  (section  secretary)  and  Mre" 
Dewsbury  (guild  president)  were  both 
present,  and  the  latter  gave  a short  racy  nd- 
d:vss  on  “Onr  Responsibilities"  as  guilds- 
women,  members  of  societies,  consumers,  and 
citizens.  Votes  of  thanks  wore  passed  to 
Mrs.  Harris  (of  Lincoln),  who  piesided,  and 
to  Mrs.  Brels  ford  for  - their  work  on  the 
District  Committee. 


TO  BANISH  UNEMPLOYMENT. 

SPEAK,  VOTE,  AND  TRADE  CO  OPERATIVELY. 

YORKSHIRE  WOMEN  COME  OUT  TRUMPS. 


Never  has  there  been  a more  successful  'Yorkshire  Sectional  Guild  Con- 
ference than  that  held  at  Leeds  on  Saturday.  The  five  hundred  delegates 
grasped  the  spirit  of  Miss  Enfield’s  paper,  with  the  result  that  there  was  a 
fruitful  and  stimulating  discussion.  The  desire  to  possess  a strong  political 
party  was  very  apparent,  as  it  was  felt  that  without  the  political  weapon  the 
trading  power  of  our  movement  could  not  defeat  capitalism. 

Two  outstanding  features  or  the  conferenro  were  the  number  of  men  present, 
and  the  appeal  from  women  for  thoir  sex  to  seek  representation  on  municipal 
bodies.  The  unwillingness  of  njpny  Eoards  of  Guardians  to  make  relief  tickats 
out  to  co-operative  stores  w 2s  referred  to  by  two  women  guardians,  who  urged 
fuller  co-operative  representation  on  all  committees.  The  disoussion  proved 
that  the  majority  of  Yorkshire  women  were  advanced  in  thought.  Above  all, 
they  proved  themselves  loyalists  to  C.W.S.  productions. 


A GREAT  SUCCESS. 


LEEDS. 


500  WOMEN  DELEGATES  AT 

The  Yorkshire  Sectional  Conference,  held 
last  Saturday  in  the  People's  Hall,  Le?cE, 
was  a - great  • success.  About  5U0  dele- 
gates gave  -a  real  Yorkshire  welcome 
to  tile  new  general  secretary  (Miss  Enfield), 
who  rend  her  paper  on  “ Unemployment 
and  Co-operative  Trade.” 

Mrs.  Penny  (Central  Committee)  occu- 
pied the  chair,  and  said  now  that  the  Guild 
had  paid  officials  the  members  would  feel 
more  justified  in  call- 
ing upen  their  ser- 
vices. Although  the 
country  was  yielding 
a thousandfold  where 
it  had  once  only  pro- 
duced tenfold,  the 
people  had  never  felt 
their  position  so  in- 
secure. The  present 
system  of  society  was 
not  sound;  nearly 
two  million  families 
were  dependent  upon 
the  public ; others 
were  making  immense 
riches.  Women  grew 
embittered  by  the 
continual  shortage  of 
money,  and  often 
found  it  difficult  to 
be  loyal  to  their  socie- 
t i e s when  private 
traders’  goods  happened  to  be  a s little 
cheaper.  They  forgot  that  the  co-operative 
movement  could  abolish  the  unemployment 
problem.  Wforking  -women  should  make  it 
their  duty  to  create  a letter  generation  of 
workers,  who  would  be  able  to  stand  firmly 
on  their  feet.  (Applause.) 

Miss  Enfield  (general  secretary)  reminded 
the  women  it  was  only  by  the  right  use  cf 
the  vote  that  unemployment  could  be 
driven  from  the  workers'  homes.  Any  can- 
didates addressing  guild  ' members  should' 
be  asked  if  they  were  in  favour  of  trade 
being  carried  on  co-operatively,  and  il 
they  would  do  all  in  their  power  to  replace 
a capitalistic  system  of  society  by  a co- 
operative one. 

Mrs.  Goodenough  (CQutleford)  complained 
that  societies  were  unable  to  get  full  sup- 
plies of  C.W.S.  goods  at  fixed  prices. 

Mrs.  Richardson  (Chapel  Allerton)  asked 
if  Leeds  was  justified  in  purchasing  C.W.S. 
boots  when  they  had  a co-operative  boot 
factorv,  or  in  giving  away  the  "Wheat- 
sheaf"'  when  they  had  their  own 
• Record."  Sire  was  of  the  opinion  that 
every  society  should  employ  members  of 
loyal  co-operative  families  in  preference  to 
non-co-operators. 

-Miss  Enfield  replied  that  she  could  not 
pass  judgment  on  a local  matter  without 
knowing  more  of  the  circumstances.  She 
agreed  that  having  a good  magazine  of 
their  own  the  society  was  justified  m 
pushing  it  in  preference  to  others. 

After  Mrs.  Smith  (Leeds)  had  commended 
the  paper,  Mrs.  Forrest  (woman  guardian, 
Otley)  urged  co-operators  to  seek  fuller 
representation  on  Boards  of  Guardians, 
and  referred  to  the  difficulty  experienced 
in  Bradford  of  getting  relief  tickets  made 
out  to  the  stores. 


Hoisting  the  Flag  of  Co-operation. 


TO  DEFEAT  CAPITALISM. 


SUPPORT  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY 

Mr.  Due®  (Bradford)  appealed  for  greater 
loyalty  to  the  Co-operative  Party,  as  well 
as  to  the  C.W.S.  and  individual  societies. 
Two  hundred  million  pounds  had  been  re- 
duced from  the  workers'  wages  during  the 
past  year,  and  in  1921  one  out  of  every 
twenty-eight  were  seeking  poor-law  relief. 
Only  *4  per  cent,  of  the  money  in  this 
country  was  being  spent  in  the  co-operative 
movement,  and  it  was  time  they  considered 
seriously  the  b o s t 
methods  of  defeating 
their  opponents. 

M r s . Lancaster 
(North  Hull)  re- 
gretted more  C.W.S. 
goods  were  not  dis- 
played at  Leeds; 

But  Miss  Enfield 
thought  Leeds  was 
doing  very  well,  see- 
ing tlie  society  had 
only  been  a member 
of  the  C.W.S.  for  so 
short  a time. 

A Bradford  dele- 
gate said  that  repre- 
sentatives of  the 
Chamber  of  Trade  on 
the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians were  averse  to 
having  relief  tickets 
made  out  to  co-opera- 


tive societies. 

Mrs.  Barton  (West  Hull)  deplored  the 
apathy  of  women  towards  politics,  and 
advocated  a Guild  “grumblers’  night.” 
Another  night  members  could  state  what 
co-operative  articles  they  considered  better 
than  those  • of  private  traders,  giving 
reasons. 

Mr.  Holmes  (Bradford)  thought  capi- 
talism and  the  unemployment  problem 
could  be  fought  be*t  by  the  co-operative 
vote  rather  than  by  co-operative  trading. 
He  regretted  that  no  reference  to  the  Co- 
operative Party  was  made  in  the  paper. 

Mrs.  Melland  (Go.ole)  maintained  that 
education  was  tlio  greatest  need. 

Mrs.  Armitage  (president,  Leeds  -Guilds’ 
Executive)  thought  some  guildswomen  were 
not  ns  loyal  to  societies  as  they  might  be. 

Replying,  Miss  Enfield  agreed  with 
married  women  working,  provided  they  bad 
a contribution  to  make  to  industry.  She 
agreed  that  many  societies  bad  experienced 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  standardised 
C.W.S.  articles,  chiefly  those  not  accus- 
tomed to  getting  their  goods  from  the 
C.W.S.  in  the  past.  Several  pamphlets 
had  been  sent  out  from  the  Guild  office 
dealing  with  tlie  need  for  a strong  political 
•party.  The  machinery  of  the  movement 
must  be  built  up  all  the  time,  politically 
and  commercially. 

Votes  of  thanks  moved  by  Mrs.  Kitchen 
(Masborough),  seconded  by  Mrs.  Barton 
(West  Hull),  and  by  Mrs.  Wright  (Sheffield) 
closed  the  meeting. 


Mrs.  Green  i president  of  the  Irish 
Women’s  Guild)  has  b:«?n  elected  one  of 
Belfast  Society’s  delegates  to  itho  Brighton 
Congress. 


LONGTON  S NEW  MEETING 
ROOM. 


Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  Burslem’s 
committee  of  management,  the  Longton 
Guild  members  have  now  a most  beautiful 
and  commodious  room  in  which  to  luild 
their  meetings,  for  when  building  the  mag- 
nificent co-operative  emporium  at  Lcngton 
the  committee-saw  to  it  that  provision  was 
made  for  the  women,  not  only  in  providing 
an  artistically  decorated  room,  but  iu 
furnishing  it  with  all  requirements.  This 
room  was  opened  on  Thursday  last  week, 
when,  at  the  formal  meeting,  Mrs.  Banks 
(president  of  the  Longton  Guild)  occupied 
the  chair.  — - 

Mrs.  F.  Hayward,  in  declaring  tlie  room 
open,  recalled  the  early  days  of  the  first 
Guild  formed  in  connection  with  the  society 
at  Burslem.  Success,  said  Mrs.  Hayward, 


would  not  come  by  complaining  about  the 
defect®  of  the  society.  Sne  therefore  urged 
the  Longton  members  to  cultivate  the 


proper  guild  spirit  and  thus  ensure  progress*. 
Alderman  r . Hayward  (secretary  of  the 


Burslem  Society)  rerAinded  the  guilds- 
women of  the  new  'society’s  emporium 
which  had  just  been  opened,  and  referred 
to  the  possibilities  of  co-operation  as  a 
means  of  removing  the  worst  features  of 
tlie  present  economic  System.' 

Aft^r  tea.  Mr.  J.  Ml  Travers  (president 
of  the  so’cietv)  'and  members  of  the  educa- 
tion committee  made  short  " speeches,  in 
which  they  emphasised  the  rapidity  of  the 
spread  of  co-operation  in  Longton. 

.Excellent  arrangements  had  bean  made 
by  the  Longton  committee  members  and 
tlie  secretary  (Mr®.  Slater). 


On  May  4th  a commemorative  sendee  of 
thanksgiving  for  the  life  and  work  of  Mies 
Emily  Davies,  LL.D.,  was  held  at  St. 
Martw’«-in-the-Fiel4s,  London.  The  ser- 
vice was  a fitting  memorial  to  one  who  had 
laboured  and  secured  educational  facilities 
for  the  women  of  this  country.  5£iss  Emily 
Davies  was  tlie  founder  of  Girton  College, 
and  was  tlie  aunt  of  our  Miss  LI.  Davit*, 
who  attended  the  service. 

Woman's  Outlook  *’  for  June  out  this 
week. 


LIFE'S  AUTUMN. 

Liverpool  guildswomen  conine 
the  retirement  of  their  society's  , '•"* 
esteemed  president  (Mr.  H.  ,].  lj,, 
a most  delightful  social  held  on  t8-,** 
last  week. 

Gazing  down  from  the  gnllerv  ov. » 
ing  the  society’s  magnificent  tall  room  i 
sight  of  the  gaily-clad  women.  1 
the  strain®  of  the  orchestra,  n.,,  ,i,.i  , '• 
and  inspiring.  Looking  at  their  hu 
joyous  faces  one  felt  convinced  tint  tV' 
is  something  in  guild  life  that  ‘ fr 
women  the  spirit  of  eternal  voutli  \i  1 
were  grandmothers,  but  there  w;K  net  8 
aged  countenance  amongst  t|ie  *v°® 
assembly. 

Mrs.  Julia  Taylor  (president  of  the  lie 
pool  Guild  executive),  in  the  course 
characteristically  bright  and  liappv 
referred  to  Mrs.  Beeston  as  one  of 
earliest  Liverpool  guildswomen,  a„<l  tf,0,  J 
she  had  not  taken  an  active  part  for  m,m 
years,  her  memory  was  fragrant  \i“J 
Beeston  was  one  of  those  ideal  hL' 
makers  “ who  also  served,  who  sat  at 
and  waited,”  whilst.  Mr.  Beeston 
on  lus  strenuous  fight  for  oo-operntioii 
Liverpool.  Mrs.  Taylor  thereupon  hand* 
to  Mrs.  Beeston  a beautiful  luuniiet  c 
irises,  and  placed  around  her  shoulders  th 
silkiest  of  white  shawls  imaginable 

Then  cnmeMr.  Bceston  s turn  and  nfu 
being  helped  into  a handsome  grey  dresdn 
gown,  one  of  the  guildswomen  tvinc  th 
cord  round  Ids  waist,  and  the  ringing  t 
“ For  he’s  a jolly  good  fellow.”  I,e  thunk* 
all  on  behalf  of  his  wife  and  himself  lc 
the  gilts,  paying  a high  tribute  to  th 
pioneer  work  ol  the  Liverpool  guildswouici 

Visualising  now  the  picture  of  Mr.  an 
Mrs.  Beeston  seated  on  the  plollona,  th 
latter  with  her  silver  hair  and  ere, 
carriage,  and  the  smiling  faces  of  i 
both,  one  realises  that  the  autumn  of  lif 
lends  an  unfading  spiritual  charm  to  t|m, 
who  live  and  work  in  the  interest  of  other. 


LABOUR  WOMEN'S  LEW). 

Thf.  Women’s  Labour  Conference,  held 
last  week  at  Leamington  Spa,  us  viewed 
from  the  platform,  was  a tine  sight.  There 
were  'many  delegates  with  white  hair  whose 
youthful  appearance  and  cheerful  counten- 
ances contradicted  a first  impression  of  mils 
On  the  whole,  tlie  delegates  were  young, 
-many  of  them  making  a first  nppearnnre  • 
a comforting  sight  for  the  old  singer* 
Three-hundred-nnd-thirty-eight  assembled. 

Among  the  representatives  were  Mr* 
Dewsbury  (representing  the  English 
Women’s  Guild),  Mrs.  Hood,  J . I*. . and  Miss 
Mary  Carling  (both  vice-presidents  of  the 
Standing  Joint  Committee  of  Industrial 
Women's  Organisations).  Other  icurt* 
sentatives  were  Mrs.  Harrison  llell 
(National  Executive  of  tlie  Labour  Party) 
and  Miss  Julia  Varley  (representing  CJcncr.il 
Council,  Trade  Unions  Congie").  Min 
Ellen  C.  Wilkinson,  M.A.  (organiser, 
N.U.D.A.W.)  was  appointed  cliaimii  ' 
Standing  Orders  Committee. 

Co-opera  tors,  said  Miss  Bondfield  (chair- 
man)  consumed  one-third  of  the  nation'* 
supply,  and  if  labour,  co-operative,  and 
trade  union  women  directed  more  uml  jn»« 
of  their  purchasing  power  into  ro-opcrutir* 
channels,  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth 
tvould  be  nearer  realisation,  and  the  world 
would  l>e  a sweeter  and  more  wholesome 
place. 

The  report  on  motherhood  and  <hild  en- 
dowment has  been  prepared  for  the  Labour 
Party  Conference  to  lie  held  in  Edinburgh 
in  June— the  first  time  tlie  women  haM 
been  asked  to  give  a lead  in  the  direction 
the  party  policy  should  go  on  a certain 
question. 

The  second  annual  meoting  of  tlie  f ",,11 
Guild  (Derby)  was  held  Inst  u\*?k,  R‘r'lV 
Mayoress, Guild  member,  being  l,rf'‘.n! 
In  a short  add  res®  the  May,  r s|wke  mpj 
of  the  work  done  by  the  Wmioh'-  *'lll!‘j 

The  Co-operative  Commonwealth  (I y 

was  impossible  to  achieve  until  the  ' 
took  their  share  of  control  in  the  movt-nito 

We  regret  to  record  tlie  d,  .itii  ">  ''b 
Todd  (president  of  the  New.  a stle-on-L1 
Guild  branch),  who  passed  away  , n the  L 
ultimo,  after  a painful  illm -■>  Mr-.  1°’ 
joined  the  branch  twenty-six  y.:ii  *■  3 

had  held  various  offices.  Straight'1'^'1 
and  Broad-minded,  and  of  a kind  and  J-''11,. 
disposition,  Mrs.  Todd  wiw  an  i|,v.,l'*1 
worker,  and  will  be  much  niis»cd  ml  1 
operative  circles. 

The  last  conference  of  the  F -•  \ ,r 
District  was  held  nOxsirboro'Jgh.  "b  " .... 
Hakney  presided.  Mrs.  W-b-t"  ^ 
caster)  spoke  on  " Women  in  (- J.  r‘- 
Life;  National  and  Interna ti-  ad.  *‘‘0 
gave  rise  to  good  tlivusdoii.  . * 
thanks  were  returned  to  the  cliainn* 
presiding,  nod  to  the  resigning  ""  T*  ^ 
(Mrs.  Daws).  The  new  district 
is.  Mrs.  Slater,  New  Bridge-road.  n " ■ 

A conference  of  th?  .\ir<-Ide 
Guilds  was  held  at  EHand-road.  " , 
the  8th  inst..  when  Mrs.  Kendall  P 1 ' 
of  the  El  land-rood  branch)  w.-I  ^ 

delegates.  Mrs.  Moore 
A’redale  District)  was  in  thf  .X 

annual  report  showed  that  JJie  • *' .. 
in  a flourishing  rendition.  Dj,r,ntJfr  w*"- 
t wo  rears  fourteen  new  brandies  • ' .jft) 

opened.  Mrs.  Butler 
s|>okc  on  “ Fectional  and  DM 
end  a good  discussion  follows  ___ — — t 


Boston  spa.  yobksihrk— 
CAFE. — Partie»  eat««d 

Boct ■«  Sp*  Briach.  B «-v-o  Sp*.  lorl*. 


U -i  - • 

r L**" 
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WESTERNERS  TO  GIVE  GINGER. 

WOMEN  TO  COME  MORE  OUT  INTO  THE  OPEN. 


The  Western  Sectional  Conference  at  Bristol  was  one  of  the  most  interesting 
' rcCord.  With  heartiness  the  women  delegates  tackled  the  married  working 
women  problem,  and  said  what  they  felt  about  fixed  prices  of  C.W.S.  goods. 


the  married  women 

QUESTION. 

they  come  off  management 
COMMITTEES? 

There  was  a go;d  attendance  at  the  C’o- 
jtive  Hall,  Fish  pools,  Bristol,  on  May 
" the  flca^ion  of  the  Western  Sectional 
ioc Conference.  But  few  Welsh  branches 
represented.  the  state  of  their  finances 
■;ng  it  impossible.  Mrs.  Prosser,  C.C., 
picl  t lie  chair,''  and  the  welcome  was 
d by  Mrs.  Watts  on  behalf  of  the  Bristol 

jliss  Enfield  expressed  her  pleasure  at 
Bring  the  opportunity  of  getting  into  per- 
p33|  unit, ict  with  the  Western  Section 
M-lcr*.  and  then  rea(l  her  paper  “ Unem- 
jjfcvnifnt  and  Co-oporative  Tiade." 

I Then  followed  a volley  of  questions. 

)|r?.  Young  (Barry)  : Would  it  rot  be  v, 
ifor  all  co-operative  employees  to  pass  an 
Kpmiantiou  on  co-op/erative  principles? 

Mrs.  Hainpford  (Stroud) : Is  it  right  for 
IprricJ  women  tn  work  while  there  are  so 
uny  unemployed? 

.Mrs.  Hudleigh  (Charlton  Kings):  Should 
jr  not  educate  against  under-cutting?  And 
tbv  are  our  poorer  members  coui]ielled  to 
Sit  outside  tlic  movement? 

Mrs.  Orbnll  (Bristol) : Is  it  right  to  employ 
I married  woman  t <o  provide  her  with  pin 
! coney  ? 

Mrs.  Watts  (Bristol  Central):  Is  not  the 
flwpamtive  movement  hard  on  the  small 
trader  ? . 

Mrs.  Baker  (Hereford):  If  they  were  to 
f inept  tlic  principle  of  married  women  not 
jkfiafi  employed,  how  would  this  apply  to 
luffien  members  of  management  committees? 
Mrs.  Prosser  suggested  the  question  was 
Wing  tackled  unfairly.  They-  did  not  slig- 
ht that  it  was  wrong  for  a married  woman 
ressinnkcr,  nurse.  &c.,  to  continue  working. 
Mis.  Matt.  Lewis  (Western  .Section) : Was 
inot  possible  to  have  a special  paper  on  the 
object  of  “ Married  Pai  1 Workers  ” so  that 
"the  points  could  be  thoroughly  discussed? 
Replying.  Miss  Enfield  said  it  was  best  to 
• ur,  operative  employees  opportunities 
million  during  work  hours.  She  did 
tlii'.ik  it  proper  to  give  employers  the 
t of  inquiry  into  the  per  sonaf  private 
airs  of  people.  Women  must  be  educated 
f L refuse  employment  as  a means  of  under- 
letting others’  wages.  The  objection 
||o  women  serving  on  management  eom- 
fitu-s  ui!S  , nlv  raised  when  pay  was  given, 
0(1  in  this  one  instance  it  meant  the  loss  of 
paluaole  help.  A paper  was  being  prepared 
ijP  tnc  subject  of  “ Married  Women  in. 
poyment."  Referring  to  the  small 
iP~tT,  it  was  inevitable  that  - me  would,  be 
i lr|:  but  the  movement  was.  for  the  com- 
[Jlmity's  welfare  as  a whole. 


FIXED  PRICES  A BOOM. 

BETTER  ONE  HUNDRED  £1  .MEMBERS 
THAN  ONE  WITH  £100. 


In  the  discussion,  Mrs.  Wake  (Cains- 
eross)  thought  fixed  prices  would  be  better 
than  cheap  parcels  of  inferior  goods. 

Mrs.  Nunn  (Bristol)  thought  only  C.W.S. 
goods  should  be  stocked. 

Another  Delegate  thought  co-operators 
should  get  into  closer  touch  with  the  trade 
union -movement. 

Mrs.  Wakeham  (Barry  Do.-k)  expressed 
surprise  at  the  feeling  of  delegates  towards 
married  women  workers.  .She  felt  that  the 
extra  money  made  life  a little  easier, 'but 
apart  from  that  il  was  a shame  that  trained 
talents  had  to  be  left  idle  becaue?  a woman 
happened  to  be  married.  Many  a married 
woman  was  a square  peg  in  a round  bole,  and 
it  was  a mistake  to  prevent  that  weman  from 
doing  w hat  she  could  do  well ; it  was  penalis- 
ing her  for  marrying.  She  said  it  was  wiser 
and  better  for  a society  to  get  100  members 
who  could  invest  only  £1  than  one  member 
why  could  invest  £103. 

Mrs.  Matt.  Lewis  expressed  approval  of 
fixed  prices,  which,  she  thought,  would  be 
loneficial  to  societies.  They  should  be  care- 
ful in  choosing  members  for  management 
committees  who  would  insist  on.  business-like 
wftys.  The  educating  of  employees  was  very 
important,  for  results  were  bound  to  be 
better  when  the  movement  sva.c  served  l\v 
those  who  understood  its  principles.  Em- 
ployees’ classes  should  be  conducted  during 
working  hours. 

Mr.  Cox  (secretary,  Bristol  educa- 
tional committee) 'thought  the  women  must 
rot  be  satisfied  with  work  in  the  guild  room. 
They  must  come  out  into  the  open  and  prr  pa- 
gate  principles  before  the  outside  public.  The 
C.W.S.  needed  as  much  ginger  as  lc:al  socie- 
ties. 

Miss  Enfield  did  not  mean  that  societies 
should  sell  inferior  goods;  but  small  parcels 
and  cheaper  cuts  should  he  •shown.  Smaller 
incomes  demanded  consideration.  If  educa- 
tion in  co-operative  principles  were  given 
during  work  hours  employees  would  be  ex- 
pected to  attend  the  classes.  ‘Shb  thought 
the  Women's  Guild  could  be  depended  upon 
to  given  ginger  to  the  C.W.S.  As  an 
example  that  it*  was  sometimes  necessary, 
the  C.W.S.  had  arranged  a stall  of  Mandaid 
priced  articles  for  that  conference,  and  none 
of  the  goods  wefre  marked,  so  tile  delegates 
wore  not  much  wiser.  Fixed  prices  were  a 
boon. 

Mrs.  Taylor  (sectional  secretary)  stated 
that  owing  to  the  three  years’  limit  Mrs. 
Matt.  Lewis  would  retire  this  June  from  the 
Western  Section.  She  moved  that  the  meet- 
ing record  its  appreciation  of  her  services, 
which  Mrs.  Wakeham  seconded. 


NATIONAL  AND  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATION. 


TO 

INDUSTRIAL  PEACE 

y 


Nation .\r,  and  International  Cc-opera- 
011  h;u  the  title  of  an  address  given  by 
*•  Mercer  (prospective  Parfiamen- 
‘aiidiilate  for  the  Moss  Side  division 

Minii-hester).  speak-  

S at  the  Manchester 
i-trict  Conference, 

«£..  hist  Monday  at 

SKpletoii,  under  t h e 
ft*  ^ the  local 
l branch. 

tu'  is  difficult  to  realise 
S,  c ,u  "Pfi alive  de- 
2r»«.  come 

non.eu  s activities 
stores,  said  the 
Kkcr-  Gnly.  c o-opera- 
Ei"^.  national,  and 

K, ','Ts  -isht  so 

wjrjv1  from  it.  Co- 
had  extended 

^»*in/Den- 
yP»-  Germany.  Italv, 

Udi'1,1-  ^nnudn,  Aus- 
and  the  K;w-  East. 

« ere  being  taken 
II, i,  International 
.h,T  e'  !,nd  V looked 
' to  mtetnatioual 
banking  ami 
E,lnil,)"ally  owned 
transport. 

Ski'"!'  co  - operation 
‘ ‘ extended  to 
ownership  of  rail- 
S***.  and  hospi- 

devli  ,S  "0uld  u>;'ke 
S»*Iopment  of  voluu- 
* ■operation  easier. 

Cooperation  amongst 
was  the  only 
-ftip  1 'vou,'l  »>ake 

. , ,.n  . Permanent 

•ml  gue  freedom 
which  would 
Wnr  i raisin6  tlie 
raws.  Thro 
-■?  \°  strengthen 
the  niove- 


by  the  right  use  of  their  votes.  Organised 
women  had  great  power  in  the  co-operative 
movement,  in  the  State,  ajid  in  the  world. 
(Applause.) 

- Mrs.  Beva-n  (District 

" Committee)  wanted  a 

more  definite  move  in 
co-operative  trading. 
She  advocated  societies 
starting  a Development 
Fund,  and  asking  for 
non-interest  b e a r i n g 
loans  to  extend  the  pro- 
ductive side  of  the  move- 
ment. 

A Delegate  .asked  Air. 
Mercer  if  an  Inter- 
national Wholesale  had 
been  started.  The  reply 
was  that  the  scheme 
was  in  embryo. 

Mrs.  Lumbard  (Dis- 
trict Committee)  moved, 
and  Mrs.  Nevitt  se- 
conded the  usual  vote  of 
thanks,  Mrs.  Woodward 
(District  Committee)  re- 
gretting Mr.  Mercer  had 
not  dealt  with  the  ques- 
tion of  barter  trade. 
She  thought  the  C.W.S. 
should  do  a bigger  ex- 
change trade  with  the 
co-operative  societies  in 
other  countries. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  'Christie 
(National  Co  - operative 
Party  organiser)  after- 
wards addressed  the  con- 
ference, stating  that 
ignorant  " eo  - operators 
were  a danger  to  the 
movement,  and  ignorant 
citizens  were  a danger 
to  democracy.  She  re- 
joiced that  Manchester 
guilds  were  admitting 

exton.f  me  ivey  u inaimriai  reave.  political  education  into 

bv  in,  *he  1 • their  guild-rooms. 

.‘>Cl  h0!Ue  trade,  and  helping  Mr*.  Heaton  (district 'president)  presided. 
‘ ^operative  literature.  Then.  Mrs.  Slingshy  (district  secretary)  and  Mrs. 

#.  . Eiiildcn-r.r.,'*..  •->  ' n | Yearn  (Sectional  Council)  were  present.  and 

Mrs.  Nevitt  (Weaste)  welcomed  delegates. 


CO-OPERATIVE  TRADING. 
The  Key  li  Industrial  Peace. 


t»0( 


iTerr,m^*'lds"omen  lo,,Id  influence  I 
°rnmeut  m a co-operative  direction 


COMMITTEE  MEMBERS’  LOYALTY  QUESTIONED. 

ARE  IDEALS  BEING  LOST  SIGHT  OF?  ASK  SOUTHERN 

- ‘ GLU  LDSWOMEN. 


The  Southern  Sectional  Conference  was 
held  on  May  10th,  at  Leman-strcet,  London, 
when  200  delegates  attended  to  discuss  the 
things  nearest  to  all  guilds, vomen’s  henits — 
“ The.  Co-operative  Moveufbiit:  Its  Presents 
Difficulties,  and  How  Women  Can  Help." 

Mrk.  Greeit-  (C.C. ) took  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  council  members  and  the  sec- 
tional secretary,  after  which  Mr,?.  Barton 
(assistant  Guild  secretary)  read  the  paper 
which  is  being  taken  at  all  the  Guild  spring 
conferences. 

Mrs.  Bennett  (Charlton  Village)  asked  if 
ideals  were  being  lost  sight  of  in  the 
movement. 

Mrs.  Grey  asked  whether  married-women 
working  did  not  tend  to  lower  wages. 

A Farnham  delegate  complained  that  so 
many  goods  had  to  be  bought  outside  the 
movement,  and  went  so  far  as  to  question 
tlic  loyalty  of  the  C.W.S. 

Mrs.  - Longbottom  (Cowes)  questioned 
whether  the  various  -parts  of  the  workers’ 
movement  were  ready  for  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth.  They  were  constantly  told 
the  present  capitalistic  system  had  failed 
and  might  break  down  at  any  moment,  but 
it  was  even  doubtful  whether  the  parts  of 
the  co-operative  movement  were  Teady  for 
the  Commonwealth. 

Mrs.  Emery  (Poole)  blamed  the  women 
for  not  standing  by  the  men  during  the 
industrial  struggle.  Women  were  not  help- 
ing the  wage  crisis  of  to-day. 


They  understood  the  needs  cif  the  workers' 
home  requirements  better  than  men. 

Mrs.  Mason  (Winton)  claimed  that  nyn- 
eo-operntors  were  sitting  on  management 
committees,  and  their  lack  of  loyalty 
•tended  to  create  disloyalty  among  the  rank 
and  file. 

Mrs.  Mellis  (South-East  Metropolitan 
District  secretary) -pointed  out  ^onie  of  the 
difficulties  the  C.W.S.  directors  were  still 
labouring  under  as  a result  of  the  war. 

Mrs.  Barton  fully  replied  to  questions 
put. 


SCOTTISH  WOMENS  GUILD. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Scottish 
Women's  Guild  takes  place  to-day  at  Kil- 
marnock, under  the  auspices  of  the  Ayrshire 
societies.  Unlike  their  English  sisters, 
Scottish  women  'co-operators’  manage  their 
business  at  one  day’s  session,  and  along 
with  the  report,  which  records  282  branches 
and  a membership  of  27,316,  the  agenda 
includes  amendments  to  rules  and  icsolii- 
tions  demanding  pensions  Tor  mothers  and 
children,  a continuation  of  the  Ilent  Re-/* 
strictions  Act,  local  financial  provision  for 
unemployment,  and  a strongly-worded  pro- 
test against  the  Treasury’s  action  in  regard 
to  co-operative  accountants. 


Mrs.  Payment  (Bournemouth)  suggested 
more  women  on  management  committees. 

June 

week. 

‘ Woman’s  Outlook " out  this 

’ 

THIS  TEA 

IS  GOOD  IN  THE  CUP 


GO  TO  YOUR  STORE  AND 

WATCH  THE  WINDOW 

FOR 

f Hf  C TEAS,  COFFEES, 
AND  COCOAS. 


then  ask  for,  and  get 


TEAS,  COFFEES, 
AND  COCOAS. 


C.W.S. 


C.W.S.  TEA  gives  a new  Stimulus  to  jaded  spirits,  helps  the  flow  of 
conversation,  revives  hope,  and  cheers  the  man  and  womin  who  love3  a 
good  cup  of  Nature’s  own  rejuvenator. 


Insist  on  Wea  from  the  English  and  Scottish  C.W.S. 
Tea  Blending  Scientists. 
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NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
4 ALLIED  WOftKERSThe  N.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 

1 |v  ” Tr»d>  Urnoi 

1 ,pe\  Publish?)  fortug.ulv 

(cn  felurJs/s).  Price  2d.. 
Iio.n  bren.b  iceretiriei,  or  3d. 

I o*  i lie*  !rom  Central  Oi1i=— 
"Oakley."  \JilmJcw  Rosdi 
Follnwfield.  Mancheiler. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


DRAPERY  MANAGER  desire*  CHANGE;  9 yean 
present  society;  20  years'  drapery  experience; 
Ri*xl  rets.— Apply,  Box  65.  11  CV>-o|e»raHve  News.”  M ;c. 

LTt'B  CHIEF  CLe6k  and  ACCOUNTANT.  Society 
70,000  members,  wvka  POSITION;  competent 
iKcuiiiiUni ; comrol  of  stall;  20  years'  eo-operntive 
|wricr-'e;  highest ' rels. — Box  89.  " Co-operative  Nt'ivs," 
MaiicheMir.  „ - ' 

Managing  »butchek  amf  buyer  -desires 

CHANGE;  keen  buyer;  a thorough  and  prac- 
tical experience  in  both  the  beef  arid  pork  department^ ; 
al  o a practical  knowledge  »l  the  trip*  boiling  Imsi- 
ce&s , 22  years’  co  operative  expf  rs-Mice ; excellent  testi- 
livouiul*.— Box  93,  " Co-operalivc  N Manchester. 

1 PASTRYCOOK  and  CONFECTIONER  seeks  EN- 
GAGEMENT; lined  l>  large  high-class  trade.— 
Reference*  and  pariiciRors,  Bva.wm,  19.  Penan noe- 
str.-l.  West  Hartlepool.  . ' ■ 


BSKKKY  MANAGER. -WkiiUuL,  a thoroughly  cooi- 
P tent  MANAGER  for  Bakery  with  latent  ovens 
Blid  nmclni-erv  i-apuble  ol  doing  500  Micks  weekly. - 
Applv  l.v  letter,  -laiifg  age,  wage  rc.|iiir.xl.  and  ex- 
perience. (UX'innpaiiied  by  testimonials  (copies  only), 
(„  iii-  SM-returv.  Gale.li  nd  Co-operative  Society.  Jnck- 
„m  -i cel,  , Gnteslicad,  not  Inter  Ilian  May  24th. 

TiT.i  i"l»F.lf \ T1 V 14  WHOLESALE  St  II  I ET  Y LTD., 

■ I'EOnC  Mil. IS,  SIEVERTllW.N,  LONDON.— 

Want  I.  an  expertem**!  and  up-to-date  MANAGER, 


. . ad- 
■»  Wholesale 


clung*.—  Applicants  lo- slate  age,  expert- 
eiio*.  and  salary  required.  Applications  t<-  ’■* 
it  reused  lo  the’  ( omiuittiv.  Co-opera  " 

Society  Ltd..  1,  Bulhx.iL-str.~t,  MiinxTn 
not  tutor  t bate  Tuesday',  May  23rd, 

*•  Mill  iMmtnger." ■ ___ ■ 

DRAPERY.— 11  BAD-SABESWpM AN  Wanted,  with  ex- 
p^rienpe  - in  tier  movenient ; must  be  good  stock.-' 
keopnr, ' winii<rw-tkes»er,  and  snleswoiuun ; thoroughly 
.•xp*rl  N.U.D.A.W.  scale  "I  wage.  ]<iid;  good 

i pp-irlunit v - to  Increase  trade.— Applications,  to  be 
accompanied  liv  recent  testimonials,  lo  be  forwarded 
by  Mnv  23rd  to  W.  Jks'KINS,.  Secretary,  Co-operative 

Society,  Newtown.  Mid-Wules. 

IRSF-GCAiW  CUTTER  Required;  able  , to  control 
workshop.— Bull  particular*  to  Tailoring  t mtv- 
inlfVee,  ‘ Ipswich  Co-iqn rrative  S-rciety  Ltd._  i_.  ’ 

MILLINERY  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted.  MANAGER- 
F.SS;  good  win<U,yv-dry>*w  ..  and  saleswoman ; 
must  Irava  lr.ul  experience  in  buying.— Applications  to 
be  fonvardcxl  not  later  than  Tuesday,  May  23rd,  stutirg 
age,  wage.  and  experience,-  to  I lie  Offices,  lavk  and 
Slimrlfttydu  Co-operative  .Society,  High  street,  _le*ek. 
1%4r  I ET.1NBRY  iTkAO-  Wanted,  to  take  charge  of  work- 
1T1  room  and  sales.-WriMMi  applications,  staling 
age.  wages,  and  experience,  to  lie  sent  in  not  later 
than  Tuesday.  tMay  23rd,  lo  St.  Helens  Industrial  Ch- 

operative  Society. _ _ 

”j  ILLINRRY— Wanted-,  a smart  YOUNG  LADY 


M ibV-  (Viftrge  ui  dor  drapery  nibnuger;  must  lie 
a k.g»l  p radical  milliner.  with  smart  and  up-to-date 
ideas  for  a new  shop.— Apply,;  with  all  particulars,  to 
Managing  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
OmljrMord. 

NATIONAL  "co-OPF.KATIVK  MANAGERS’  ASSOt  IA- 
T10N— LONDON  DISTRICT. 

THE  Sec iv lory  regrets  Dint  in  a notice  issued  to 
mom  her. -i  re  visit  .t<>  Is.ndon  Society's  Milk  Depot 
tie  omitted  to  state  the.  chile. 

Will  nnvnlx-rs  concerned  kindly  note  ttial  Die  date 
is  TUESDAY,  M A Y 33rd,  1922. 


ANTED,  'smart  YOUNG  SALESMAN  and  WIN- 
DOW-DRESSER for  the  Ceirtral  Boot  Depart- 
ment; union  rate  of  wages.— Apply  l.y  letter,  stating 
age,  experience,  copies  of  references,  enclorsed 
■•Boot*,"  On-nperalive  Industrial  Sooicly  Limited, 

Broughton-road,  Pendleton. _ 

-\\T  ANTED,  FIRST  GROCERY  HAND;  inuat  bu 
\\  snarl,  capable  hand,  obliging  and  efficient.— 
Apply,  with  cxqiies  of.  icstinioriinfs,  I"  W.  A.  EDWaRDS, 

Socrelaty,  Co-oppriitive  Scx-icly  Ltd.,  Tonbrjdg.*.  

f ANTED,  .it iMt-itnss  TAILOR,  CUTTER,  and  COS- 
TUMLER,  lo  lake  full  6narje  of  Tailoring  and 
Oiitntliug  Department ; only  keen  Tiuy'.erii  and  cupable 
men  need  applv;  wages  N.U.C.O.  luinlmuni,  plus  bonus 
cm  antes ; splendid  opening.— Application*  by  letter,  I" 
lie  in  by  tiral  po*(.  Tuesday,  <Wuy  30lii,  addressed  Co- 
operative Society,  Fxirle-sl  red , liarli-stown,  Lancs. 
’IJIT'ANTED.  a cxniipetent  MANAGER  for  the  l)rai>ery 

I t and  Boot  and  Shoe  De|swt3nenl ; must  be  oble 
to  uuvjsnre  f,.r  bwqmke  clothing;  keen  buyer  and  good 
nlopkkcc|K\r.— Apply  in  writing,  stating  age,  experi- 
ence, and  wages  rcxii:iis*d,  with  copies  of  two  recent 
testimonial.-),  io  Die  Maiugftr,  Chirk  and  District  Co- 
operalave  Scx-ioty  lad.,  Chi  irk , not  later  than  May  24tli. 
\\T  ' N tM).  bT?I'C1  I ER Y’  M ANAGER  and  BUYER; 

▼ > trade  £150  per  week;  must  be  compelent  to 
take  charge  muler  general  manager;  good  buyer  and 
salesman  mdispon.saLlc,  xxilh  lull  knowledge  of  the 
trade;  N.U.D.A.W.  scale. -Shite  age  and  experience  not 
later  th.ui  Tuesday,  May  23rd,  to  Co-nperative  Society 

Limited,  Uavmliy. 

IMTANTED,  for  Confectioner's  Shop  and  Restau- 
W rant,  exuericnccxl  MANAGERESS,  none  orher 
neeil  applv. -Applications  by  loiter,  stating  ege,  wage, 
experience,  and  references,  and  whether  married  or 
Min-'fc-,  adc!re>sed  Co-opeiutive  Society,  l>*igti,  lair.es. 
■W*r ANTED,  a capable  GHUCER'S  ASSISTANT ; Well 
jl  up  in  provisions  and  tused  lo  canvassing;  union 
rale  of  wag***  paid. — Applications,  Minting  full-  particu- 
lars. lo  bo  sent  in  al  once  lo  Co-operative  Society, 

Stony  Stratford,  Bucks.  

"iCi  t ANTED,  YOUNG  LADY,  experienced  in  Drapery, 

II  Outfit  ling.  Boots,  Hardware;  copuble  ol  taking 
cliarge;  good  saleswoman  and  slockkeeper; • must  be 
prngrcKsive,  obliguig,  amt  capable  of  increasing  trade. 
—Applv,  giving  lull  purlictilurs  first  letter,  previous 
experience,  age,  and  wftge  required,  to  Committee, 

Barnstaple  New  Co-operative  Sociely Ltd. 

XT’ DUNG  LADY  Wanted  to*  take  charge  of  Drapery 

X Deparlmonl.— State  age.  wage  required.  — 

references,  lo  Co-o;»erativo  Soiiety,  (T 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Attractive  display  lettering. -business 

OUTFIT,  with  expert  irwtrunlion  complete,  5s. 

6d.  post  free— Conway.  Wraysbury,  Bucks. 

C\  I - COM PLETE. — PA I’KR  LETTER  and  FIGURE 
55/  CUTTING  SYSTEM.— Primo,"  Dept.  B..  Zl. 
Cbren<lon-iou(l,  Blackpool. . c • J 


u 


CHEESE;  "Swarded  First  Prize.  National  Dairy  Show, 
London ; produced  by  Iho  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  Icrina  lo  co-oi>erative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exoter  Co-operative  ana  Indui- 
trtnl  Society  Lid..  110,  Sidwell-strecl,  Exeler. 


OR  SALE.  Hunt'*  DOUGH-MIXING  MACHINE,  20 
stone  capacity;  reasonible  offers  invitexl.— Apply 
or  write.Honlcy  Co-op  era  t i ve_Sia-  ie  ty , n r.  H gilders  Held . 
TTOlt  SALE,  a FOUR-WHEEL  BREAD  or  GRUt  KKY 
’ VAN;  well  built;  recently  renovated;  in  sound 
condition ; can  lie  seen  al  any  Ume.-App’.y.  ( o operu- 
tiye  Society  Ltd.,  Stallord-slreet.  Wnlverliamplon. 

Foil  SALE  cheap,  1 fwo-Horie  BRAKE,  Jn  <arry  16; 

another  to  carry  14.  Also  une  COVERED  WAG- 
GON KITE  and  a double  set  ol  HARNESS  ii:  good  con- 
dition;' soolelj-  rcplncir^  by  motors ; wlial  offers'?— 
Mnnngcc,  (Vi -operative ^ociely  LUL,  Emg  Folou,  NolPC 

Motors  for  sale.— ••  Beisixe  ■■  van,  15-20  h.p.. 

carry  20  cwU. ; van  body  filled  with  numera 
for  lircod  Irava;  iii  gocal  rtiRning  order.  " Derails  -'' 
MOTOR  I.URKY;  40  li.p.;  4-lonn.r;  1320  model;  as 
new  - may  bo  inspected  at  the  Society's  Garage,*  Dawber- 
atroet,  AVigan. — Offers  lo  be  addressed  lo  Hie  Sccretarv. 
Wig-an  and  District  Equitable  CV-openitire  Society  LU1., 

StandisligalCi  Wigan. ■_ -v  i 

rTTVPEWRITF,HS.— latest  Vi.siblea,  £7;  others.  £4; 
X Printing,  cheapest,  qyiekest,  best;  lists  tree; 
Agents  Wunteil. — Tiio.MPSON’a  Bureau,  394.  H oitr.slow. 

rPHOLSTERED  GOODS  lor  ixuntori  and  wear;  co- 
oporativolv  made ; we -can  supply  la  rough  your 
society.— Writ*  ’ Midland  Wyodworkera,  Bristol  street, 

Birinlnglinih,  : 1 , 

“WORKING  a 44-HOURS  WEEK  IS  FIVE  DAYS, 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  Th»  Bakary  Fitter.  Pehdleton. 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  I*eds  lo  DINE 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society's 
Restaura'.t. 

Quality  is  Right.  Prices  nre  Right.  • 

Note  tlie  Addreis : AI.BiON  STREET.  . ' 

ILKESTON  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 

Have  leased  the  Reorcation  and  Pleasure  Ground, 
known  c-s  Ute  " Beauty  Six»i,"  " Kirk  Hallam  " (ono 
mllo  from  llkealon  and  Trowell  Station).  Co-operalive 
Parties  catered  for  on  reoRonable  tornis.  Fishing, 
BiKiiittg,  A'erial  Railway,  Miniature  Railway.  Ideal 
cooperative  rendeitvoua.— For  terma,  apply  Secretory, 
K<l mat umal  Department. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


ADVERTISER  requires  Position  os  CROCERY  and 
PROVISION  BRANCH  MANAGER;  age  27;  height 
51 1.  lOtu.;  U*en,  progressive,  and  energetic;  several 
years'  ivoipany  and  co-operative  experience;  hold* 
R.S.A.  and  EC.C  cerlifkatea  for  bookkcepii^,  bud- 
iicsji  knowledge,  4c. —Box  83,  "Co-operative  Sews,” 
Manchester.  


A: 


MHITIOl'S  YOUNG  MAN  (31)  seeks  Situation  as 
BRANCH  .MANAGER;  at  pnvient  first  hand  in 
very  progressive  and  up-to-date  society;  •'astern  coun- 
ties preferred;  10  years'  co-opeiative  experience.— 
Box  90,  " Co-operative  News.”  Manchester. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS, 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  re'creDees.  for  »r.y  diitnbutive  department,  apply, 
Jou.s  TritNEtl,  Oei.er*,!  Secretary.  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assi'tants,  ■Warehou.emen,  and  Clerks, 
” " . Malel-nreei.  Ixindon,  Vf.C.l. 


\r.tRS.  — Societi-x  In  any  part  of  England  or 
JB>  Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W Binfiru).  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  ot  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
* ‘ iers,  57.  Sydney-street,  lear.don,  S.W. 


B 


HER. -BRANCH  MANAGER  require*  CHANGE 
” ' ‘ operative  experience;  24 

year  presrni  sir.;  ^casiue  or  country  preferred. — Box 
91,  " i'o-o|yritivi*  Neivs.”  Sfnnchester. 

tlltEkllST,  junior  or  improver.  Requires  SITUATION; 

-ge  20",  5 years'  dispensing  and  counter  experi- 
encie;  pholograpbv ; good  relerences.— Box  81,  " Co- 
operative  New*,"  Manchester. 

i'k.Mttv  MANAGER  requires  SITUATION  fidly  quaU- 
JLw  fieri  in  all  details  of  dairy  work;  15  years' 
cd-v  alive  dairy  manager;  excellent  references.— Box 
92.  “ Co  operative  News,"  Manchester. 

A A KM  BAILIFF  require*  RE-ENGAGEMENT ; life 
experience  in  practical,  up  to-dato  fsrtiung;  boon 
managing  home  farm;  leaving  through  herd  being 
sold;  milk  records  and  accounta.  also  roaring  of  all 
kind*  of  stock,  poultry;  several  years'  practical  co- 
operative experience;  good  references,  also  present 
^audited  account  book  con  t»  s<s*n7  it  fTBSTUy  "now  ta- 
in June— Apply  TuosLvsox,  Gteucnoor.  North-street, 

Droit  with 


YOU  ARE  NOT  nrQT  IN  DYEING 
GETTING  the  DLOl 


A CLEANING 


0 blest  tin  L.D.W  art  delag  year  werk. 

C0-0PEBATIVE  SEBVICE. 

(Best  la  lbs  Coistry) 


LEICESTER  DYE  WORKS; 

TtLIML  Cardigan  St..  LEICESTER. 


National  Co-opera- 
tive Publishing  - - 
Society  Limited.  - 
□ 

ELECTION 

OF 

DIRECTORS. 


THE  DEWSBURY  PIONEERS 
INDUSTRIAL  SOCIETY  LTD. 


APARTMENTS. 

B-ARMOUTIL— Co-operative  visitors  are  invi-.ed  (o 
trade  ,it  the  fflOP-KS,  HIGII-ST  , where  'hey  will 
gel  Uictr  favourite  brands  in  (iroccrtes  arid  Provisions. 
LACK  POOL. — Misses  Smith  (;  IIi\P'jkth,  No.  2, 

( leve<lon-road.  N.S.;  late  41.  Ilunks  streel. 
Suiierior  APARTMENTS  or  BOARD  RESIDENCE;  neur 

m*.i  and  Talbot  Station;  piano. 

TjritTGH’fON—  Ideal  lesiriling  establishment;  pure. 
O varied,  generous  diet.— Tariff  ol  inclusive  terms 
from  Mr.  and  Mra.  MiRsingium,  17.  Norfolk-t.-rraoe 

DOUG&A9  — " Ciaremout,"  Loch  . Promenade ; Pri 
Hotel  and  Boarding  F.slnb. ; Close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  " Clareinonf,"  Douglas.-Tariff  from 
U N'  ( HiDWirK,  Proprietor. 

U**  uUGLAS.  l.UiM.— Mrs.  HonxE,  late  or  Flixlon  and 
I r la m ; 7 minutes  from  boat;  most  oentrai;  hums 
from  home;  terms  modernte.r— “'^eacllfl,"  6,  Cliurph-rd. 
UfTGLAS,  l.O.M. — Mrs.  TTvtOR  is  now  booking 
dales;  homo  comforts;  preUiesl  part  of  Douglas. 

-6.  Quoen’s-avenne. ~ 

TYOUGLAS,  l.O.M. -Miss  B.  CaLUSTEB,  " Endcliffe," 
H / 26  Bucks- road,  for  Comfortable  Apartments; 
book  early;  cable  cars  pul  you  down  at  the  door; 

established  over  forty- years. 

/'•i¥EAT  YARMOUTH. -Mrs-  RuUI.tf.ii,  34,  Well  hI. 
\JT  Apart*. ; 2 min.  iMid.  Station  and  Central  Beach. 

MORECAMBETc  — Mrs.  BiRNta.  Aster  House.  34, 
Euston-grove;  Apartments;  built;  near  Trout, 
and  amusements;  piano. 

SCARBOROUGH-NORTH  CLIFF.-Tinosi i.'3  BrmrvF 
mg  House,  3,  Blonheim  lurraee.  Uninlerrupied 

sea  view.  Liberal  cuisine. 

rfTORQUAY— Oo-operatori  intending  visiting  the 

X " Queen  of  Itie  West " Bhmild  write  to  the  Co- 
operative Society.  70.  Union  street,  lor  liil  of  Lodgtngs 

mid  Apartments- - 

BUXTON  AND  DlS'lRIC'r  LABOUR  PARTY. 

THF.  Secretary,  Wm.  GOROON,  Windsor  OtiR,  Fair- 
field,  Buxton,  wishes  to  be  notified  of  any  I-abour 
or  Co-operative  Speakers  spending  a holiday  in  Buxloa 

(Derbyshire),  with  a view  to  fixing  up  meetings.  

fTri  T>  Cl  HOLIDAY  CAMP,  ROTHESAY. 
U . X.  • O • O'a  —Open  Alay  to  September; 
minimum  tenua,  35s.  weekly —Apply,  Cantp,  United 
Co-operative  Baking  Society  Ltd  . 12.  M' Ned  street. 
Glasgow. 


respectfully  request  the  support  of 
Shareholding  Societies  on  behalf  of 

Benjamin' Turner, 

a thorough  co-operator  with  many  years  adminis- 
trative experience,  and  a prominent  Trade 
Union  st,  with  experience  in  an  administrative 
capacity  for  25  years. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 

arc  giving  every  aatlafactlon.  This  la  proved 
by  the  lucremol  Kepoat  Order*  that  ara 
comlDg  io.  If  you  have  not  got  a Gala 
logue,  please  write  for  one. 
Manulaqtntera  au'd  furnishers  ot  Appli- 
ance* for  “EiceWa"  Chech  Syitem, 
that  ha*  proved  *uccea9fut  .at  Barnsley. 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT* 


PLYJIOUTO  .COOPERATIVE  BOCtETY'S  HOLIDAY 
HOME, 

WUYMPS’CONE'  hall;  NEAR  M0DBURY. 

- ' (Uhder  New  Management.) 

Ideal  place  lu  F|>cnd  a holiday. 

Home  Gohitorts.  Delightful  Scenery.  Beautiful 
Walks. 

Bookings  accepted  for  any  period,  Including  week- 
end* 

Tariff  until  end  May.  £2  per  week  inclusive. 

' Tariff  week-end  (Saturday  Tea  to  Monday  Break- 
ing). 15> 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LTd 

Sou  hern  Section. 


The  Enfield  Highway  Co-operati^ 
Soci:ty  Ltd.  beg  to  intimalethatthe  Sec- 
retary of  their  Educational  Commiiieo 

Mr. 

DAVID  MASON 

has  been  nominated  by  them  for  a scil  on  the 

CENTRAL  EOARD. 


Mr.  Mas  n has  had  an  a'l-round  experience  ia  ike 
Co-operative  Movement,  ts  a capable  adtniautrUer 
with  a wide  knowledge  of  cs-operatioa,  bo  b on  tbe 
business  and  educational  sides  He  is  * Trad* 
Unionist  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  o(  lonj  staadiag. 
progressive  in  views,  and  in  every  way  a auilable 
candidate. 

JOHN  HOOD.  PrafJto. 

EDMUND  I1ARKER.  Srade|. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

North-Western  Sectional 
Board  Election. 

The  Blackburn  (Amalgamated) 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

solicit  the  votes  and  support  ol  Sacielies  on  behalf 
of  their  Nominee, 

Mr.  James  Hopwool 

A Co-operator  of  26  years’  standing,  lie  has  bees 
an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Management^ 


CHESTER.  see— aa7  tkabeautihil  Dec 

Parties  nM  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheons 

— and  Teas  at  the 

COOPF.BATIVE  CAFE,  84.  FOfiEGATS  ST. 


MIDLAND. 

Co  operative  Congress  at  Brighton. 

EXCURSION  TO  BRIGHTON. 

Leavir.g  Manchester  (Central),  Salurdsy,  June  3rd, 
about  9-30  a.m  . ; reluming,  Monday,  June  5th, 
Tuesday,  June  6th,  Fridays,  June  9th  or  16th. 

. RETURN  FARE  FROM  MANCHESTER,  44ia 
NOTE, — Corresponding  facilities  from  other  stations 
on  Midland  Railway. 

Tickets  and  handbills  on  application  at  the  stations, 
or  Midlmd  Ticket  Office,  or  Offices  ol  Thos.  Cook 
* S«>  FRANK  TATLOW. 

Derby,  1922.  General  Manager. 


VISITORS  to  LONDON  and  the  SOUTH 

. should  arrange  to  stay  at 

“ SHORNELLS,” 

the  lovely  HOLIDAY  HOME  ot  tho 

Royal  arsenal  Co-operative  Society  Ld. 
Situate  in  1 1 acres  ol  woodland. 

Basy  'bu*.  tram,  and  train  service 
Irorn  Cbarlug  Cross. 

Terms:  per  Week,  45s.;  Week-end,  15s. 


ENTERTAINERS. 

M 

Dickens.  Barry  Fain,  (re.;  song  a 
bide*  bv  Marian  March , now  booking  date*,  autumn 
and  win  tor. — Address,  Higher- Brooks-lane,  Street,  Smut 

OTrrnF.iTN  co-operative  entertainment 

AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Wrile  lor  artistes 
to  R Hibbehd.  66,  Great  Trescort-street,  London.  El. _ 
A SnOW  WITH  A BIO  REPUTATION. 
f*71LL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMICS-"  Atwxv* 
V)  a success  Repertolra,  4c.  Galas,  Fetes.  Garden 
Pa rLies  fully  supplied;  term*  mod.— 15,  tWarwick-street, 
Hulme.  Slanclitsbt — Tel  1163  CectraL 


Manufictared  by  the 

WIfiSTON  HOSIERS  LtX. 
Wlgibxs  (Co-op*raUva 
Productive  Society). 


i nunbsr  of 


_ __  -years.  ... 

own  Trade  Umoi  during  lha  pait  twelve  yun 
A conv  ncing  and  fluent  speaker,  lie  ii  lull  ol 
enthusiasm  for  Propaganda  and  Educational  wivk 
in  connec'ion  with  the  mivement,  and  lias  taken 
classes  on  the  Co-operative  Union  Text-Book, 
” fndu  trial  Co-operati  n " 

He  is  in  every  respect  a real  good  man,  and  w# 
confidently  request  your  support. 

JOHN  WILD  NORTH.  PmlUsL 


and  on  ;he  Executive  ol  hit 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LTD 

NORTH-WESTERN  SECTION. 

CENTRAL  BOARD  ELECTION, 

SOCIETIES’  VOTES 

are  solicited  for 

Mr. 

Thomas  Cunningham 

the  nominee  of  the 

Beswick  Co-operative  Society  U 


A Candidate  with  ability  and  e*- 
perience  in  administration  of 
Co-operative,  Trade  Union,  and 
Labour  organisation*,  and  an 
energetic  worker. 


Co-operative  Union  Limited- 

Mirth  Wester®  Seclioaal  Btarl 

VOTE  FOR 

% 

MR. 

JOHN  UPSON, 


the  Candidal*  of 
Warrington  Society)  * 
capable  administrator  *nd 
public  speaker,  with 
special  educational  «*' 
perience. 


>fAY  20,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


HoVIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and  ' 
miles  ahead  of  ordinal 
brown  or  white  breai 


2 


Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


If  yoa 
w»nt 


s 


OLID 

tylish 


ERVICEABLE  SPEB0PE 
HOES  FOR  S 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Addreis : BPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD.,  DARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  (or  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


1 X.L,"  “ Ecclea,"  " Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  PoBttng.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Btreet,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Better  Results  are  Possible 

if  you  reduce  expense,  save  loss,  and  increase 
membership.  The 

NATIONAL  CHECK  SYSTEM 

provides  the  most  economic,  protective,  ant) 
effective  method  of  handling  transactions  and 
accounts.  Gives  members  quicker  service  and 
management  complete  control; 

This  system  will  help  yogr  society  U grow. 

The  National  Cash  Begister  Co.  Ltd,,  225,  Tott«nh»mfourt  Bd„  London,  W.l 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  -i 


DOUGH  DIVIDERS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH.  301  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  K1NCSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


— Ts6e  Reliable  Jiome  Styes.  — 


DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  ba  ^ 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Storei. 

Send  fox  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON^ 

Makers  of  Edges'  "Stollg  Slue"  & “Stollv  Cream.' 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


T.H.TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

Established  1867- 


TT  r, 


Is  tlu  BOOS  fer 

w BOVS  w- 


, w Boys  i 

J SiumT:  RcUaLiv  o 
& Value  T “ j i- 

wVwMiJt  by  tke  hOtJU  : 

Crompton  Boor  • 

W1  J&  li  \VjdtS, 


<< 


Che  ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURHLEY  "SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grandrelles,  Flannelette, 
Silesias,  Linenettes,  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Lininfi; 
also  of  Grey  Cloths, 


Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Cboqubt. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  QoU  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Mies  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurcb,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 
Telephone  323  Leigh. 


PELAW  LIQUID 
METAL  POLISH 

is  THE  BEST  FOR 
ALL  METAL  WORK.  ' 


CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
■Utialitt.15  “f®,  lh!>  best  known  C.W.S. 

far  it  in  your  local  shop. 

V>KL\G 


colonrc  are  made  in  really  artistic 
* • ’ nnd  are  reliable  in  domestio' 

the  ran^e  of  Viking  Dyes 


Jt  T.  ^6k  to  cx 

*°Wr  Store. 


^HE 

PEOPLE’S  YEAR 
BOOK,  1922. 

Only  a few  copies  now  remain. 

SINGLE  COPIES  SUPPLIED, 
2s.  Post  Free, 

from  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  Balloon  Street, 
Manchester. 

Committees,  Guilds,  and  groups  of  employee 
will  be  supplied,  carriage  paid,  at  the  rite  o 

12  COPIES  FOR  18s. 

Orders  lor  }ix  copies  will  be  supplied  for  9s. — an 
offer  made  lo  enable  all  ihe  dmployees  at  any  large 
branch  to  secure  a copy  of  this  useful  co-operatis-e 
handbook. 


ADD 


SUTOX 

to  your 

MILK  PUDDINGS. 


/CONGRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  the  best 
^ known  soaps — made  by  the  C.W.S.  for 
those  who  want  to  see  the  O.W.S.  flourish 
and  grow. 

SERVICE  CYCLE  CAjRRIER  for  grocery, 
’V  butehe'.ing,  and  bakery  departments— 
nude  at  the  C,W.S.  Cjfcle  Works,  Tyseiey, 
Birmingham.,  Co-operative  goods  should  be 
delivered  by  co-operative  carriers. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract, 

All  these  lines  are  cgitaj  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 


Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  & 
Trade  Unionists 


to  ask  at  their  Stores  tor 


“Self-Help”  B'*"d  Boots  & Shoes. 

TradeUnion  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Sscicty  Ltd.,  Pul  Bills,  Leek,  Stllfordshlrc. 

Sewing  Bilks  (or  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-CIoslne 
Twist,  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twiat,  <kc.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops.  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimming* 
Agists  : Ths  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies1 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Societg 

Makers  of  tho  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoe, 

Tho  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : S,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester.  ^ 


Thomson’s  Sffl  Cloths 

css  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operstive  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Bole  Agents:  The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  & c. 


HI 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO- OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 
and-’ 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


DEVONIA  SERGES  are  the  productions 
of  the  Buckfastleigh  Mills  of  the 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not.  why  not?  They  are  real  co-operative 
productions,  Al. 


famous  in  the  Lancashire  district, 
and  housewives  proclaim  that  there  is 
“none  better”;  and  that's  the  fact. 


Ci  Y \7  C GOLD  FLAKE  Cigarettes 
' • * * are  the  cigarettes  to  a»k 

for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  the  letters 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 


/“^LUES  in  cakes  of  all  sizes  are  prepared 
at  the  C.W.S.  Glue  Works.  Pontefract. 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  glue— and  stick  no  other. 


CHOKERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarette^.  They  are  the  best 
of  tbe  kindj  C.W.S.  always. 


J 


16 


>r  20, 


A Capital  Butter  Substitute  is 

Friary  Lactic  Cheese 

From  the 

C.W.S.  Butter  Establishment,  Brislin^toa. 


Digestive  J 

are  being  supplied  to  Co - 
opera' ive  Stores  from  the 
E.  £r  S.  C.W.S.  Tea  Blend- 
ing Department. 

Co-operative  Tea  Experts 
have  devoted  much  study  to 
the  medical  aspects  of  Tea 
Drinking,  with  a view  to 
securing  a blend  of  delicate 
flavour,  rich  in  theine  and 
other  health-giving  properties. 
The  result  is  now  being 
placed  on  the  market  in  the 
form  of 

Digestive  | 


EA 

IPS 


EA 

IPS 


, which  will  be  found  superior 
to  any  other  tea  of  its  cl*ss. 

This  Digestive  Tea  is 
selected  with  the  utmost  care 
from  the  choicest  Hill- 
growths. 

Fine  Tea  contains  very 
little  Tannin, 

consequently,  although  it  may 
be  put  to  exactly  the  same 
use  as  ordinary  Tea,  this 
Tea  can  be  used  freely  and 
with  complete  safety  by 
persons  -who  suffer  from 
indigestion  and  Its  allied 
troubles. 

Owing  to  the  inherent  rich- 
ness of 


Digestive  J 

only  two-thirds  of  the  usual 
quantity  need  be  put  into  the 
pot  when  brewing  the 
beverage — a real  economy 
which  should  secure  the  im- 
mediate popularity  of  its 
wonderfully  effective  Tea. 

Digestive  Tea  Tips  are  made 
up  in  J-lb.  packets  at  10d.; 
and  every  reader  troubled 
with  indigestion  and  worried 
by  ill-health  should  make  a 
trial  for  a few  weeks  of 

Digestive  J 


ea 

IPS 


EA 

IPS 


They  are  really  Tip  Top. 

Obtainable  Only  at  Co-operative  Stores. 


^West 


DOWN  AMPNEY 

C.W.S  tsr»TC 


) BUCK  FASTI  EIGH 

CWS  CLOTH  MILLS 

PLYMOUTH 

or  C.W.5  SALEROOM 


BRUTON 

C.W.S  ESTATE 


ASK.FOELJ 

C.W.S.  T 

Furniture 

Corsets 

Clothing 

C.W.S. 

Flour 

Poultry  Food 

C.W.S 

S-<M1*:/  and 

darneis 

C.W.S 

Friary  Lactic 
Cheese  - 

AND  HELP 

Productive  Co-operatioa 
«n  the  Bristol  area. 


fiiNU  HtSL.r 

Productive  Co-operatioa  V 
•n  the  Bristol  area.  !j 


Bristol’s  Service. 

Broad  Quay.  Bristol,  is  the  centre  'of  C W.$.  activities  Foi* 
the  western  counties : and  the  rough  sketch  abovtp  suggests 
how  the  Federation  is  reaching  out  into  the  neighbouring 
counties  of  Devon.  Somerset,  and  Wiltshire,  as  well  as  into 
the  area  of  South  ^ades— from  Cardiff. 

Though  this  may  saem  to  have  a local- appeal  the  Co-opera- 
tive movement  is  national.  To  ask  for  the  CLOTH 
FROM  THE  BUCKFASTLE1GH  MILLS  helps  the 
C W S generally.  #s;  well  ms  the  prosperity  of.  Devon:  to 
promote  the  sale  of  FRIARY  LaCtIC  CHEESE,  and 
other  productions  of  tj>e  Brislington  factory,  gives  encourage- 
ment all  round  And  similarly  with  regard  lo  the  production* 
of  the  works  elsewhere.  Bristol  Co- operators,  and  those 
of  die  West,  arc  call*  »g  ’ a 

C.W.S.  Productions. 

Store  Managers  are  asked  tj  make  Special  Shows  during 

the  next  month  of  all 

C.W.S.  BTSCUITS, 

And  so  give  a fillip  to  that  business — including,  of  courie, 

the  new  GW.S.  CHOCOLATE  BISCUITS. 


DURING  WHIT-WEEK 

CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  EVERYWHERE 

are  invited  to  make  Special  Displays  of 

PELAW  POLISHES 

(Boot  and  Metal), 

C.W.S.  BISCUITS, 

C.W.S.  CIGARETTES, 
C.W.S.  JAMS, 

AND 

“SUTOX” SHREDDED  SUET. 

These  articles  are  being  made  known  throughout  the  country,  and  to  remind 
co-operators  Managers  should  give  them  special  prominence. 

Big  Business  will  follow,  and 

Stocks  should  be  amply  maintained. 


Printed  aad  Published  bjr  tee  S axiom.  Co-omunvi  Bcmsaivi  Soaxrr  Limited,  u tee«  Office*.  Loc.g  Ui  i'.gne,  . _ 


tv>yiran.iTI7l  NEWS.  *TO  JODEHAI,  Of  ASSOCIATO)  INDUSTRY,  May  2ft h,  1922, 

nmri.-'i"*  • - fa  . - , . 

oLR  SPECIAL  CONGRESS  SUPPLEMENT. 


c.w.s. 

JAM 

IS 

THE  JAM 

For  Co-operators. 

Always  ask  for 

CW.S.  JAM. 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2,661.  No.  161.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  May  27,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper. 


EXCURSIONS 

— BY  — 

RAIL  or  ROAD 


arc  being  organised 

by  the  C.  W.  S., 

through  the  : : 


THE  BREEZE  AT 

BRIGHTON. 

THE  DAILY  PAPER  PROPOSALS 

CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY 
AND  “DAILY  HERALD” 
ORGANISE. 

[By  Oor  Special  Commissioner.] 


IRRELEVANCE  ON 

THE  BENCH 

JUDGE'S  GRATUITOUS 
CRITICISM  OF  THE  C.W.S. 
BANK. 

HOW  HE  WENT  ASTRAY. 

[.From  a Correspondent.] 


OLD  TEA  CANARD 

RAISED  UP. 

ATTEMPT  TO  MISREPRESENT 

THE  C.W.S. 

SOCIETY’S  POWER  ON 

THE  MARKETS. 

[From  the  Co-operative  Press  Aoenoy.] 


Manchester  Stationery 
Department. 


ANYWHERE  to 
...  ANYWHERE 


CREMO"  OATS 


are  a popular  Porridge  Food, 
prepared  by  the  C.W.S.  at 
Bristol. 


Most  Nutritious. 

An  Idea!  Food. 

Makes  Bone  and  Muscle. 

Ready  for  use  with  the  minimun 
of  cooking. 


Co-operators ! 


Ask  lor  "CREMO”  OATS 

and  keep  fit. 


SUTOX 

C.W.S.  Shredded  Suet. 

Puts  I IBB  int°  youp 

Ll  I"  E.  Puddings. 


THE 

PEOPLE’S  YEAR 
BOOK,  1922. 

GbI>'  a few  copies  now  remain. 


SINGLE  COPIES  SUPPLIEC 
2s.  Post  Free, 

l,0tn  Co‘°Perative  Pres.  Agency.  Balloon  Sir 
Manchester. 

A Ga,1-ds’  Bnd,  8r°ups  of  cmpl 
* Uppl,ed*  «ma8e  pad.  at  ihe  rale  of 

12  COPIES  FOR  18s. 

offer  r!*!?  *°f  s,x  coP‘es  wiH  he  supplied  for  9s 
£ made  «o  enable  all  ,he  employ^  at  any  ' 

k^dbTok.  ^^  * °py  °f  u,rfnl  co'°Per 


Events  suggest  that  “ Democritus”  was 
not  far  off  the  mark  when  he  wrote  last 
week  of  the  possibility  of  a.  breeze  at 
Brighton  over  the  Co-operative  Party’s  pro- 
posal to  Congress  to  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  a fusion  of  co-operative,  trade 
union,  and  labour  interests  in  the  owner- 
ship of  a daily  newspaper. 

The  Co-operative  Party  has  circularised 
societies  asking  lor  support  for  its  resolu- 
tion. That,  with  the  publicity  the  whole 
business  has  had  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News.”  should  no  doubt  help  societies  to 
give  their  consideration  to  the  subject. 

Besides,  the  " Daily  Herald  ” has  sent 
out  cards'  inviting  the  delegates  and  their 
friends  to  tea  on  Sunday  evening  with  Air. 
Lansburv  and  other  directors  of  the 
"Herald”  and  members  of  the  General 
Council  of  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  and 
of  the  Labour  Party  Executive. 

So  there  is  “ some  push  ” being  made  for 
a labour-co-operative-trade  union  daily. 

The  Central  Board  invited  representatives 
of  the  Wholesale  Societies,  the  Cooperative 
Productive'  Federation,  and  the  National 
Publishing  Society  to  consider  the  question  of_ 
establishing  or  acquiring  a daily  paper  for 
the  movement.  These  representatives  of 
the  central  organisations  agreed  that  the 
developments  of  the  Publishing  Society  were 
being  carried  out  on  right  lines,,  and  that 
societies  should  support  it;  so  as  to  be  able  to 
establish  a co-operative  daily  soon.  The 
Central  Board  have  accepted  that  report. 
The  Co-operative  Party  invites  Congress  to 
turn  down  the  idea  of  a co-operative  daily 
for  the  present,  and  to  go  in  for  a daily 
controlled  by  the  Labour  Party,  the  trade 
unions,  and  the  co-operative  movement;  and 
in  the  negotiations  with  the  Labour  Party 
and  the  trade  unions  regarding  the  new 
move,  the  party  proposes  to  drop  the  Whole- 
sale Societies' and  the  Co-operative  Produc- 
tive Federation,  and  substitute  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party. 

The  fact  that  the  Party’s  circulars  have 
gone  out  to  the  societies  in  envelopes  bear- 
ing the  name  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
instead  of  the  name  of  the  Co-operative 
Party,  ought  not  to  mislead  committees 
iuto  the  belief  that  the  Union  has  given 
any  sort  of  approval  to  the  Party’s  request 
to  the  societies.  The  Party  required 

envelopes  addressed  to  all  the  societies  run 
off  on  the  addressing  machine  at  the  Union 
offices.  Apparently  the  only  envelopes 

available  for  the  purpose  had  the  Union’s 
name  on  them;  but  that  carries  no  official 
approval  whatever  of  the  Party's  r-.-quest. 

The  circular  points  out  that  the  establish- 
ment of  a co-operative  daily  newspaper  is 
not  likely  to  materialise  for  some  time  to 
come.  That  is  only  partly  true.  The  daily 
paper  will  come  as  soon  ns  the  movement 
shows  it  wauts  it. 

The  circular  is  wrong  in  one  other  particu- 
lar. It  suggests  that  ” the  difficulties  in 
regard  to  entering  the  ordinary  channels  of 
newspaper  circulation”  are  great  obstacles 
to  the  success  of  a co-operative  daily  paper. 
The  framers  of  that  circular  are  wrong  in 
their  premises.  There  will  be  no  difficulty 
about  entering  the  ordinary  channels  of 
newspaper  circulation  with  the  kind  of  daily 
paper  the  National  Publishing  Society  has 
in  contemplation.  The  directors  of  the  Pub- 
lishing Society,  who  hove  been  talking 
about  a daily  paper  all  these  years,  have 
not  been  talking  in  their  sleep. 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


Criticism  of  the  methods  of  the  C.W.S. 
Bank  was  one  outstanding  feature  of'  the 
summing-up  of  a case  by  Judge  R.  Row- 
lands at  the  Pontypridd  County  Court  on 
Thursday  of  last  week. 

The  case  concerned  the  transfer  of  a sum 
of  money  from  the  Parc  and  Dare  Nursing 
Fund  to  the  Parc  and  Dare  Medical  Aid 
Society.  The  case  for  the  plaintiffs  was 
that  the  transfer  of  the  money  was  a breach 
of  trust. 

The' Judge,  after  hearing  lengthy  evi- 
dence on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
summed  up  at  considerable  length  and 
gave  a verdict  for  the  plaintiffs,  ordering 
that  the  money  should  be  returned. 

In  the  course  of  his  summing-up,  how- 
ever, Judge  Rowlands  went  out  of  his  way 
to  attack  the  C.W.S.  Bank.  He  said:  “A 
meeting  was  held,  and  they  passed  a reso- 
lution to  transfer  the  fund;  and  having 
already,  by  their  two  transactions  in  Feb- 
ruary, got  control  of  the  fund  they  pro- 
ceeded at  once,  by  simply  drawing  two 
cheques,  to  pay  back  the  £50  to  the 
-treasurer  of  the  lodge  of  the  Miners’ 
-Federation  and  put  the  balance  of  £64  in 
the  bank  of  tlie  C.W.S.  Ltd.  Although  it 
is  not  really  before  me  in  this  case  to  deal 
with  it,  it  is  only  right  that  people  ought 
to  know  who  deal  in  funds  or  contribute 
to  funds  for  the  Miners’  Federation,  or 
any  other  public  body  in  this  district,  that 
when  those  funds  go  into  the  Co-operative 
Society  Bank  the  pass-book  does  not  show 
the  proper  particulars  of  any  given  cheque; 
and,  although  I accept  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Griffith  Evans,  who  audited  the  accounts 
to  the  best  of  liis  ability,  I am  sorry  to  say 
I am  not  satisfied  that  he  ever  had  before 
him  the  means  by  which  he  conld  check 
the  figures  which  have  around  them  all  the 
elements  of  suspicion.” 

Even  judges  are  irrelevant  at  times,  as 
Judge  Rowlands  himself  proved  when  lie 
said  “ the  matter  is  not  before  me.” 

He  does  not  seem  to  know  what  a bank 
pass-book  is  for.  The  facts  which  lie  found 
missing  should  he  in  the  Medical  Aid 
Society’s  books  and  not  in  the  bank  pass- 
book. The  C.W.S.  pass-books  gire  the 
same  information  .as  the  pass-books  of  any 
other  hank.  When  the  holder  of  an  account 
draws  a cheque,  the  name  of  the  payee  or 
the  number  of  the  cheque  is  recorded  in 
the  pass-book  with  the  amount  drawn ; but 
some  firms  drawing  many  cheques  find  it 
better  to  hove  the  numbers  recorded  because 
these  are  more  easily  turned  up  and  cheeked 
than  names  which  may  be  in  any  order  in 
the  firm’s  books.  The  C.W.S.  Bank  give 
the  number  of  each  cheque  drawn  and  the 
amount  of  it.  That  is  all  that  is  required 
of  any  bank. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

If  the  trade  union  movement  and  the 
labour,movement  had  been  eager  for  a daily 
paper,  they  could  have  bad  several  by  now; 
but  they  have  been  reluctantly  pushed  into 
the  assumption  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
**  Daily  Herald,"  and  the  Co-operative 
Party  seeks  to  push  tlie -co-operative  move- 
ment into  the  -same  responsibility.  That  19 
not  good  enough  for  any  of  t4ie  three  move- 
ments. each  of  which  is  big  enough  to  look 
after  its  own  press. 


The  1‘  Money  Market  Review  and  Investors’ 
Chronicle  ” — the  name  should  be  quite  suf- 
ficient for  the  working  class — is  making  a 
special  effort  to  misrepresent  tlie  C.W.S.  by 
turning  up  an  old  canard  which  was  exposed 
a few  years  ago.  It  informs  us  that  at  the 
request  of  “ numerous  readers  ” it  has  re- 
printed its  first  trumped-up  story  about  the 
C.W.S.  “ dealing  with  the  speculation  in  tea 
that  raised  the  price  of  this  household 
necessity  by  50  per  cent,  against  the 
consumer." 

Mark  the  accuracy  of  this  journal  with  tho 
long  money-making  name.  In  its  issue  of 
May  13th,  referring  to  tho  reprint  of  the  article 
of  March  25th,  it  states  that  the  action  of  the 
C.W.S.  on  the  tea  market  was  to  raise  the  price 
“ by  50  per  cent.  aga(nsl  the  consumer."  In  the 
article  itself  it  was  30  per  cent.  Take  its  own 
words  : “ So  considerable  were  the  purchases 
that  the  effect  was  to  raise  the  prices  against 
the  consumer  by  30  per  cent." 

If  this  is  an  example  of  how  the  financial 
experts  of  this  speculators’  organ  convey  their 
percentages  to  readers  who  may  have  any 
faith  in  them,  we  can  quite  believe  they  are 
likely  to  be  led  into  a state  of  confusion  not 
at  all  helpful  to  a legitimate  investor.  Next 
time  the  concocted  story  is  repeated  perhaps 
the  figuro  30  may  have  been  made  into  70  or 
90.  One  never  knows  ! 

The  “ Investors’  Chronicle,’’  however,  not 
having  a too  mighty  circulation,  has  tried  to 
win  the  blessings  of  traders  by  issuing  its  mere 
allegations  about  tea  in  leaflet  form,  for  whioh 
it  makes  a charge.  One  co-operative  society 
has  written  to  us  about  this,  and,  as  a matter 
of  fact,  sent  the  article  to  us,  or  wc  should  not 
have  seen  it.  But  societies  should  not  get 
alarmed  about  these  dodges  to  advertiso 
struggling  papers  an<[  increase  circulation. 

The  point  raised  in  this  journal  is  an 
old  lie.  It  was  exposed  by  us  in  the  columns 
of  the  “ Co-operative  News " on  September 
8th,  1916.  There  the  details  of  the  imaginary 
tale  compiled  by  the  private  traders’  preaa 
were  narrated  clearly  and  openly.  We  need 
not  repea  it  now. 

At  the  time  (nearly  six  years  ago)  there  waa 
a pernicious  campaign  in  certain  trade  circles 
against  the  C.W  S.  because  its  power  was 
getting  troublesome  on  the  markets,  especially 
the  tea  market  in  London.  It  was  accused  of 
‘‘rigging"  the  market,  of  fixing  up  prices, 
even  of  **  robbing  the  poor,"  about  which  a 
number  of  private  traders*  organs  shed  a flood 
of  crocodile  tears  about  the  tealess  conditions 
of  the  poor. 

But  it  was  all  sheer  humbug,  as  investigation 
showed  it  to  he.  And  the  claim  of  the  C.W.S. 
was  supported,  at  the  time,  by  the  reputable 
“ Financial  Times.”  which  made  observations 
showing  that  charges  of  speculation  and  in- 
flating prices  against  the  C.W.S.  were  so  much 
nonsense  and  misrepresentation. 

But  we’d  better  let  the  mud  of  3ix  years 
ago  lie  undisturbed. 

At  the  United  Board  meeting,  on  Satur- 
day, it  was  announted  that  ;ix  <amluLites 
entered  for  the  Hughes’  Scholarship,  which 
had  been  awarded  Mr.  J.  Hynd  (Clayton 
Bridge),  who  is  the  son  of  the  secretary  of 
tlie  Failsworlli  Society  (Mr.  Allan  Hynd). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  P.  Byrne  Dublin)  were 
the  recipients  of  a silver  tea  and  coffee  ser- 
vice from  their  colleagues  on  the  staff  of 
the  Irish  AgrioulturaL  Wholesale  Society  on 
the  occasion  of  their  marriage. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE. 

I. — THE  ECONOMICS  OF  FOREIGN  EXCHANGE. 

BY  B.  G.  BANNI NGT ON  (Lecturer  in  Economics  and  Foreign  Exchange.  West  Ham 
Municipal  College). 


That  interna tioiuil  co-operative  trade  is 
very  desirable  no  co-oi>erator  will  deny ; the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth  can  never  be 
complete  until  it  encompasses  all  countries. 
This  is  the  ideal,  and  'for  that  peason 
propaganda,  and  discussion  on  international 
oo-operative  trade  should  be  welcomed.  It 
would  be  well,  however,  if  the  principles  and 
practices  of  foreign  trade  were  better  under- 
stood. 

Goods  for  Goods. 

To-day  adjacent  alloianenteers  may  ex- 
change some  of  their  produce:  Teas  lor 
potatoes  or  carrots  for  cabbages.  Each 
wants  what  the  other  has  got  and  is  willing 
to  give ; and  since  each  desires  to  consume 
wliat  he  receives  no  difficulty  about  value 
arises.  Values  and  wants  are  coincident 
Even  in  such-  a simple  system  barter  may 
be  extremely  difficult.  The  owner  of  what 
one  man  wants  may  not  want  what  that  man 
ha®  to  give ; and,  if  he  does,  he  may  not 
think  its  value  equivalent,  and  no  exchange 
takes  place.  Again  there  may  be  a man  with 
a cow  and  others  wanting  steaks  and  sirloins, 
but  the  former  will  prcbably  require  other 
things  besides  or  in  place  of  thosu  they  have 
got,  and  again  no  exchange  takes  place- 
To  obviate  this  difficulty  a medium  of  ex- 
change and  a measure  of  value  was  devised, 
and  such  a thing  is  termed  money.  This  is 
any  tiling  which  will  be  generally  accepted  in 
exchange  for  anything  else,  and  the  precious 
metals— particularly  gold — have  been  found 
to  be  most  satisfactory  for  this  purpose. 
With  money  there  is  no  difficulty;  a man 
sells  services  and  goods  for  money  and  with 
the  money  buys  other  services  and  goods 
which  he  require»s.  Thus: 

Goods  and  services  = money  -goods  and 
services. 

Or  in  the  case  of  a trader  such  as  a retail 
society  or  the  C.W.S.  it  takes  the  form 
(a)  Money = goods  = (b)  money. 

It  is  obvious  that  there  must  bo  a definite 
relation  between  (a)  and  (b) ; if  (b)  i-s  greater 
there  is  a surplus ; if  the  lesser  there  is  a 
loss.  The  former  is  tlie  case  when,  purchase 
ing  on  a rising  market ; the  latter  is  the  case 
— unfortunately  common  to-day-- of  purchas- 
ing on  a falling  market. 

The  question  of  exchange  becomes  more 
complicated  when  dealing  with  foreign 
countries,  each  of  which  has  its  own 
monetary  system.  The  seller  wants  pay- 
ment in  his  own  ourrency  ; the  buyer  has  got 
to  sell  again  in  his  own  currency.  There 
must  therefore  be  some  relation  -between  tlie 
two. 

In  pre-war  times  the  currencies  of  the 
chief  commercial  countries  were  barvHl  on 
gold  (there  was  a gold  standard)  and  the 
value  of  one  currency  expressed  in  another 
was  determined  by  the  number  of  French 
francs,  German  marks,  or  U.S.A.  dollars 
which  contained.,  ah,  amount,  of.  gold  -equiva- 
to  that  contained  in  a sovereign. 


lent 
Thus : 

£1  sterling  = 25.221  francs. 

20.43  marks. 

4.86  dollars. 

These  and  similar  figures  for  other  cur- 
rencies are  termed  the  “ Mint  Para  of 
Exchange  " and  represented  the  figure 
about  tvliioh-  the  actual  market  rate  of 
exchange  fluctuated. 

A Simple  Example. 

To  elucidate  the  Exchange  Rate,  let  us 
suppose  a rather  simple  transaction.  The 
C.W.S.  has  exported  goods  zo  the  French 
C.W.S.  (Magasin  de  Gros  des  Cooperatives 
de  France)  and  lias  drawn  a Bill  of  Exchange 
upon  them  for  2,522  francs  (rougldy  £100  at 
par).  In  other  words,  at  a fixed  date  the 
C.W.S.  is  entitled  to  receive  tliope  francs  in 
France,  jo  fetch  the.  amount  over  here  is 
expensive,'  so  they  find  someone  else  who 
owes  money  in  France  and  is' willing  to  buy 
the  Bill  and  forward  it  ih  settlement  of  his 
debt  to  France,  where  . his  creditor  will 
collect  the  amount  from  the  French  C.W.S. 
He  will  offer  £’s  (which  is  what  the  C.W.S. 
wants)  for  francs ; but  how  many  francs  he 
.will  require  for  his  £ will  be  determined  by 
the  competition  of  sellers  of  such  Bills  and 
of  buyers  (and  there  are  usually  many  of 
each).  If  demand  predominates  he  will  get 
lees  than  25.2 2\  francs  for  each  £,  and  the 
C.W.S.  will  get  more  than  £100  tor  their 
Bill ; but  if  the  supply  is  excessive  the  rate 
will  be  greater  jlian  25  221  francs,  and  the 


C.W.S.  will  get  less  than  £100.  Under 
normal  pre-war  conditions  the  difference 
could  not  be  very  great  either  way,  since  as 
soon  as  it  fell  or  rose  by  the  cost  of  sending 
or  fetching  gold,  the  gold  would  go  or  bo 
received.  Now  Bills  tend  to  be  plentiful 
alien  exports  are  heavier  than  imports,  or 
perhaps  it  is  better  to  say  when  debts  owing 
to  are  greater  than  debts  owing  by  any 
country,  and  vice  versa.  So  that  gold 
tended  to  flow  into  a country  with  greater 
credits  than  debts  and  flow  from  a country 
in  the  contrary  condition. 

To  realise  the  effect  of  this  we  must  take 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  any  increase 
in  the  quantity  of  money  without  a corre- 
sponding increase  of  exchange  at  home  will 
tend  to  increase  general  prices  and  vice- 
versa.  Therefore  the  gold  exported  above 
would  tend  to  raise  prices  in  the  country 
receiving  it  and  to  depress  them  in  the 
oountry  from  whence  it  was  sent ; and  in- 
creased prices  tend  to  olieck  exports  and 
decreased  prices  to  stimulate  them.  Thus 
the  Exchanges  based  upon  gold  tended  to 
adjust  themselves  automatically  and  fluc- 
tuated within  such  narrow  limits  that 
speculation  oould  find  little  scope  and 
genuine  business  was  not  very  hazardous. 

A further  condition  followed  from  the  ten- 
dency of  gold  to  flow  from  places  where  it 
was  mere  than  sufficient  and  prices  were 
high  to  places  where  it  was  deficient  and 
prices  were  relatively  low  and  that  was  the 
tendency  to  equalisation  of  purchasing 
power  of  gold,  or  currency  bemod  on,  gold, 
in  the  various  oountries. 

So  much  for  pre-war  conditions  of  the 
Foreign  Exchanges.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
briefly  analyse  the  post-war  conditions,  and 
to  draw  some  conclusions  as  to  the  openiug 
for  any  extensive  intor-oo-operative  inter- 
national trading. 

[A  second  article  on  this  subject  will 
appear  nejet  week.] 


ECONOMY  WITH  EFFICIENTS 

THE  MOVEMENT’S  NEED:  A CR1T1CA1 

MEMBERSHIP. 


LITERATURE  AND  BOOKSHOPS  ESSENTIAL 

"CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


“ Co-opekatiox  must  justify  itself  on  the 
grounds  of  economy  and  efficiency.”  How 
often  have  we  read  that  sentiment  and  in- 
wardly sighed  for  its  conversion  into 
actuality.0  Conditions  i*ny  change,  but 
co-operative  business  methods  are  slow  to 
respond  to  evolution.  It  is  not  so  with 
multiple  stores  and  the  big  Ianulon  stores, 
which  follow  with  eagle  eye  the  falling  trend 
of  production  coots  and  adjust  their  prices 
accordingly. 

We  need  to  waken  up  to  the  necessity  of 
working  economically  and  efficiently. 
Economy  with  efficiency  is  a good  old  politi- 
cal watchword  which  has  served  well  indeed 
the  interests  of  the  reactionary  individuals 
and  parties  who  have  so  often  used  it. 

Although  it  has  been  proclaimed  for 
decades,  and  we  have  seen  its  advocates 
placed  repeatedly  in  positions  of  political 
control,  with  results  the  reverse  of  their 
promises  and  our  expectations,  still  we  must 
remember  that  their  professions  have  been 
based  upon  the  sandy  principles  of  private 
competition,  and  therefore  doomed  to  be 
stranded  and  wrecked. 

When  the  watchword  is  applied  to  co- 
operative principles  and  under  conditions  of 
co-operative  practice  then  there  is  :io  reason 
why  its  life  should  not  be  renewed  and  its 
name  become  quite  respectable. 

Economy  with  Efficiency. 

Just  as  the  “ Land  for  the  People  ” might 
be  an  excellent  national  peace-cry,  so  might 
we  in  the  co-operative  movement  usefully 
and  profitably  adopt  such  a slogan  as 
“ Economy  with  Efficiency.” 

At  pie-sent,  I am  afraid  we  have  neither 
the  or>3  nor  the  other.  To-dnv  our  move- 
ment does  not  suffer  so  much  under  the 
blows  of  t-he  heavy  seas  of  industrial  depres- 
sion and  unemployment  ae  from  the  evil  of 
inefficiency  in  many  of  its  parts. 

It  is  a truism  to  state  that  the  owners, 


SALESMANSHIP. 


THE  ART  AND  AN  ARTIST. 


BY  JACK  COLLIER. 


Why  did  I laugh?  The  lecturer  divided 
his  subject:  (1)  How  to  attract  the  public; 
(2)  How  to  make  purchasers  of  those 
attracted.  Its  presentation  was  dull.  The 
audience ' yawned. 

Strolling  into  the  open  market  I soon 
became  absorbed  in  a human  throng. 
Vendors  of  miscellaneous'  articles  were 
doing  a roaring  trade.  In  an  open  space 
I observed  a man  mount'  a box  and  com- 
mence binding  an  imaginary  wound  on 
boy’s  head,  getting  others  laughing  at  his 
jokes. 

Curiosity  was  aroused.  People  paused 
and  gazed  in  expectation.  The  more  ven- 
turesome drew  nearer  to  find  the  cause  of 
hilarity.  The  man  knocked  a boy's  cap 
into  the  crowd,  and  cried:  “Hi!  put  on 
your  cap,  my  lad,  before  your  brains 
evaporate  1” 

The  crowd  now  closed  in,-  the  man 
“ opened  out.” 

“ Ladies  and  gentlemen,  what  a noble 
animal  is  man?  He  can'  stand  erect  on  his 
hind  legs  longer  than  any  other  animal. 
What  is  man?  Man  is  the  latter  part  of 
woman.  (Interruption.)  Here,  you  spell 
‘ woman  ’ and  see.  What  is  woman?  Not 
a part,  but' an  addition  to  man;  in  plain 
language  the  woe-of-man.  Woman,  since 
the  days  of  Eve,  has  brought  all  the 
troubles  into  the  world — mostly  little  ones. 

(‘  Giggle.’)  Here.  Tommy,  go  and  play 
with  your  grisly-grey  grandmother.  What 
I was.  saying  when  this  clown  interfered 
was — ‘ insulted  your  grandmother?’  Did  I 
say  anything  about  your  grandmother? 
Ladies  and  gentlemen,  now  what  precisely 
did  I say?  Didn't  I tell  this  fellow  to  go 
and  play  with  his  grandmother's  grisley- 
grey,  greenish-brown  cat?  Didn't  I?  Of 
course  I did.  Now  are  you  satisfied?  Why 
I had  one  myself  and  my  father  before  me. 

I hope  every  lady  here  will  some  day  have 
the  honour  of  grannyhood  cobferred  upon 
her.'' 

The  crowd  bad  swelled,  and  the  voice 
proceeded:  “ What  this  gentleman  wants 


is  an  article  I have  here,  which  I want  to 
bring  to  your  notice.  If  one's  body  i«  full 
of  impurities  he  cannot  have  a pure  mind, 
and  is  therefore  likely-  fo  impute  bad 
motives  to  everybody.  Here  is  something 
that  will,  cleanse  from  the  body,  and  mind, 
all  objectionable  matter.  These  pills  act 
like  magic.  Dyspeptic  stomachs,  disordered 
kidneys,  slbggish  livers’,  lassitude,  depres- 
sion, and  that  ‘ tired  feeling  ’ disappear 
like  lightning  before  their  potent  spell. 

“ My  firm  is  so  convinced  of  this  that 
they  pay  me  five  pounds  a week  to  intro- 
duce them  to  the  great  British  public. 
They  back  their  faith  with  a £1,000 
guarantee  of  purity.  If  there  are  any 
pills  worth  a guinea  a box,  these  are  worth 
two.  They  ore  twice  as  powerful  affd 
contain  no  injurious  chemicals,  mercury,  or 
arsenic,  that  kill  more  than  they  cure. 
They  are  absolutely  certain  in  their  action, 
while  of  a — er— soporific,  soothing,  and 
invigorating  character.  (Crowd  breathless.) 

“ Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  if  you 
want  gingering  up,  just  sample  them.  One 
try,  and  you’ll  come  for  more.  If  they 
don’t  perform  what  I claim,  return  them 
and  have  your  money  back.  Sixpence  a 
box;  who’ll  have  the  first?  That  gent 
over  there,  thanks.  Here  boy,  that  lady, 
thanks.  Over  there,  two-bob  change,  keep 
the  pot  boiling,  boys.” 

These  were  now  active,  and  a brisk  trade 
ensued  for  the  next  ten  minutes,  then  the 
voice:  “Thank  you!  Oh,  the  last  one; 

who  says  the  last?  One,  two,  three,  ble*> 
me,  you  can’t  all  have  the  last.  Here,  this 
old  grandmother,  and  I’ll  make  her  a 
present  of  it.  Thank  you.” 

Alighting  from  his  box  he  distributed 
coppers  among  his  erstwhile  assistants, 
and  vanished. 

Light  dawned.  I had  been  lectured  on  the 
art  by  an  amateur,  but  had  teen  a demon- 
stration by  a real  artist,  and  I chuckled. 

But  what  has  the  co-operative  movement 
to  fcay,  or  what  does  it  propose  to  do,  about 
(1} 'attracting  the ’.pa  blip,  and  (2)  making 
purchasers  of  those  attracted? 


the  members,  are  unconscious  of  t|,9, 
sibilitics  of  their  ownership.  ]||(,; 
vices  are  apathy  and  indiHW 
ducts  of  on  ill-ocnslrii.  i,  ,|  „.,J  1 
system.  They  lire  not  aware  -.) 
of  a literature  iu  the  movement,  a ^ 
live  production,  which  car -mih  V* 
would  teach  them  the  virtu.  s 0f  ^ 
earnestness,  and  enthusiasm,  ,n„j ' 
them  to  be  intelligent  w-opvnuort 
enn  be  no  loyalty  or  economy  < >r  IFi^. , 
a membership  which  practically  j,llurM'J 
literary  productions  of  their  men 

Skilfully-trained  directors  

ous,  it  can  be  understood,  wh,..,  dux*, 
tive  electorate  is  so  slow.  \ put  jt  j’ ■ 
therefore,  that  many  co-op.-,, , , 1V0 
are  inefficient  and  incapable  of 
the  work  of  general  and  deiurtJ 
managers  who  may  bcoonv?,  in  such  circ 
stances,  indifferent,  onfelc  - and  ui*u. 
prising.  Am  I wrong  in  asserting  |1 
many  managers  presume  too  much  upw  ill 
mental  shortcomings  of  directors , ml  m 
her-.?  Tlley  Strut  and  pose  ;.s  <o-opcn^| 
loyalists,  exhorting  memlh  is 
their  own  shops  and  prodii,  ti.  n _ yvliflt-  hi 
not  unknown  that  they  belie  their  on,  ji 
Sessions  by  purchasing  past  tli.-  door.d 
Co-operative  Federations  and  Wholeul* 
The  employees  are  on  n p.imv  wiUi  (| 
other  sections  of  the  movement. 

Tlmr e can  be  no  getting  . wav  from M 
fact  that  tile  standard  cif  hu-ouexv  a 
in  the  emplojises  and  officials  is  rogulaM 
the  amount  of  intelligent,  • rititol  a 
resident  in  the  minds  of  the  im-mbuM. 
may  promote  schemes  and  plans  for  imp’ll 
ing  the  business  powers  and  idealism  / 
directors,  officials,  and  employee*,  but  t! 
must  all  fail  irt  the’  absence  of  a 
forceful,  and  snnely-critical  aeoiber/ihip, 
How  to  get  the  latter  is  the  problem. 
My  solution  is  no  new  one;  there  (/<* cd 
royal  roads  to  Utopia.  That  idcoliiit’l 
only  to  ba  reached  through  study  tlud 
however,  is  not  necessarily  inlmrioui.  j 

Study  Classes. 

Study  classes  are- not  the  only  t 
knowledge.  I say  nuthing  ajgniint  tl 
beyond  advocating  thut  some  ui  the  tin*1* 
energy  now  spent  in  them  should  be  dirertd 
into  channels  of  agitation  <o  forte  -l 
establishment  of  newspaper  arm  bnobofl 
in  every  society.  It  seems  they  will  n 
arrive  unlasp  through  concerted  Jpb"'’ 
Shops  devoted  exclusively  to  tic  sale  * 
kinds  of  literature,  whether  t-o-c poruti7*! 
nofi-cfi-operativcT,  or  a'ntl-c6-<r|H,i  itiv(i, 
the  prime  need  of  the  hour  and  of  the  ni"»H 
nient.  Only-  through  them  can  > 
publications  ever  -get  the  publicity1' 
deserve  and  we  need,  and  the 
owners  made  aware  of  the  literary  scald ^ 
their  own  business. 

Only  then  will  members  lx-  afT"ided  '-j 
fair  and  square  opportunity  of  rrr'Df 
wisely,  of  reading 'about,  say,  the  1 
their  owji  movement, -co-operative  hi*!”- 
co-operative  business  prnctic*-,  and  all  ' 
wider  aspects  of  citizenship. 

It  might  lie  remarked- here  that  the  W 
papers  and  periodicals  of  co-o|~ra|imi  t* 
help  on  the  change  to  serious  reacJioS 
introducing  a little  mure  lcviiy  mil  fr  u’ 
into  their  pages.  I,  personally,  di  ,ul4 
to  see  co-operulire  prototyjK-s  of  y 
like  “ Answers  ” and  “John 
Weekly.” 

Even  " serious  ” readers  lik--  nomc  r 
literary  dissipation,  and  it  i not  iuifAa*j 
that  minds  which  consider  the  St** 

‘ Co-operator  ” as  treasure  a can  e 
n delightful  and  not  unprofitable  hoar  •< 
with  papers  of  ft  lighter  cast. 

In  a slight  dogmatic-  way.  then,  * * 
marine  by  restating  my  opim</»i  '■ 
movement  could  bo  much  more  effi'-*m 
economical;  that  it  has  little  chanc* 
becoming  so  until  members  are 
cated ; that  members  can  only  be'®** 
when  reading,  study,  and  debate  *r- 
greatest  hobbies  and  plea-uircs  and*' 


best  way  of  achieving  such  * desirable 
ii  by  the  provision  of  handsomely- 
literature  shops  by  co-operative 

social  centres  of  decent  tmx,  *h*rt « 
aould  roa/n  about  at  will, 
inquiring,  diafujping,  and  i 
the  mood  dictated. 


y 

t ba**®* 
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Chemist*’  Profits. 

jT  may  surprise  my  readers  to  learn  that 
t|,e  well-known  null  tipis  shop  chemists, 
familiarly  known  as  ‘-Boots,''  have  not  been 
• t]ie  Imbit  of  publishing  reports,  with’  the 
result  that  the  various  Stock  Exchange 
irurks  if  reference  have  to  notify  under  the 
beading:  of  the93  companies  “ reports  are 
,10t  published.”  In  1920,  however,  the 
( iiite:l  Drug  Company  of  Amei  ioa  purchased 
from  -Sir  Je»-e  Boot  a controlling  shnrehpld- 
|0g  in  the  organisation,  which  it  passed  on 
to  one  of  its  own  subsidiary  companies, 
[jggett's  International.  American  companies 
jo  not  usually  follow  the  policy  of  secrecy 
adopted  by  some  British  concerns,  and  in  the 
report  of  Liggett’s  International  for  1921, 
figures  a balance  sheet  of  Boot’s  Pure  Drug 
•Company  and  its  associated  undertakings. 
The  " Financial  Times  ” has  been  analysing 
the  report  of  the  American  concern,  and  come3 
to  the  conclusion  therefrom  that  it  drew 
£283,400  of  revenue  in  1921  from  its  holding 
in  Boot’s  Pure  Drug  Company,  equivalent 
to  2831  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  capital  of 
the  latter  which,  as  the  “ Financial  Times  ” 
remarks.  " is  something  like  an  achievement 
in  these  times.”  As  the  price  paid  for  the 
llmreholding  was  about  £2,500,000,  this 
dividend  on  the  purchase  price  works  out  at 
about  1 1 j per  eeut. 

Swiss  Watchmaking  Industry. 

Three  of  the  most  important  industries  in 
Switzerland  arc  hotel  keeping  and  the  manu- 
facture of  chocolate  and  watches.  All  three 
industries  have  been  in  a bad  way,  although 
there  are  some  faint  signs  of  improvement  in 
the  lirst.  In  1921,  Switzerland  exported 
something  like  £1:1,000,000  worth  of  watches, 
hut  last  year  exports  fell  off  by  about  50  per 
cent.,  this  being  due  to  the  depression  in  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe,  which  usually  absorb 
one-third  of  the  entire  Swiss  output.  Sucli 
demand  as  now  exists  is  almost  wholly  for 
very  cheap  articles,  and  the  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  silver,  gold,  and  platinum  watch 
cases  which  have  been  hall-marked  in  Switzer- 
land during  the  past  year  is  startling.  The 
total  for  1921  was  £975,753  as  against 
f2.370.903  in  1920,  which  already  showed  a 
decline  ns  against  1919.  During  the  last 
few  years  prior  to  the  war,  the  cheap  American 
watch  made  by  mass  production  was  ousting 
the  Swiss  watch  here,  but  the  premium  on  the 
American  dollar  as  compared  with  European 
currencies— that  is  one  of  the  results  of  the 
war— renders  it  much  more  difficult  for 
American  manufacturers  to  compete,  and  one 
of  the  biggest  American  watch  manufacturing 
companies  has  recently  failed. 

More  Wholesale  Clothing  and  Motor  Losses. 

Yet  another  wholesale  clothing  concern 
allows  a heavy  loss  in  respect  of  last  year. 
This  is  John  Shannon  and  Son  Limited, 
Walsall,  wholesale  clothing  and  costume 
manufacturers.  The  accounts  show  a net 
loss  for  the  year  of  £82,300,  a st  upendous  loss 
for  n company  with  an  issued  capital  of  only 
£220,000.  The  list  of  motor  company  losses 
looks  like  becoming  quite  monotonous,  and 
how  difficult  the  past  year  has  been  is  shown 
hy  the  fact  that  Leyland  Motors  Limited,  the 
best-known  manufacturer  of  motor  lorries  in 
the  country,  show’s  a loss  for  the  eleven  months 
coded  August  last  of  £539,803.  It  is  the  same 
old  story  of  having  to  write  down  the  value 
°f  stocks,  this  having  absorbed  no  less  than 
£69(1,983. 

Railway  Company  Profits. 

The  railway  companies  are  certainly  setting 
the  trading  community  against  them  more 
than  ever  before.  The  concessions  announced 
*cc  practically  limited  to  materials  used  in 
the  iron  and  steel  and  building  industries — 
and  are  inadequate  at  that — while  they  do  not 
f°Ver  general  merchandise  at  all.  We  hear 
U 110  doub't  l hat  cheap  transport  is'  the’ key 
to  cheaper  living  and  lower  production  costs, 
0r  transport  plays  an  enormous  i>art  in  the 
making  up  of  the  latter.  Before  a finished 
®dicle  i$  on  sale,  or  rather  the  materials  of 
*mch  it  is  composed,  may  have  to  be  carried 
lu  Plnce  to  place  five  or  six  times,  the  cost 
? wh>ch  is,  of  course,  a most  important  item. 

only  too  evident  that  the  railway  com- 
Pnnies  are  acting  on  the  principle  of  giving  as 
^•le  as  possible  but  making  it  sound  a lot. 
4 'c.  for  example,  the  concession  just  an- 
*mneed  that  in  future  week-end  tickets  will 
a’>ailab!c  after  5 p.m.  on  Fridays.  Before 


the  war  there  was  no  such  time  limit  at  all, 
and  now  note  the  cunningly-devised  proviso 
that  this  concession  does  not  apply  to  tickets 
costing  less  than  30s.  first-class,  and  15s. 
third-class,  thereby  deliberately  excluding 
the  seaside  resorts  within  easy  access  of 
London  and  the  other  great  towns.  Mean- 
time, railway  stocks  are  booming  and  trade 
is  declining. 

Traders  as  Shipowners. 

At  the  general  meeting  of  Elder  Dempster 
and  Company  Limited,  the  chairman  (Sir  Owen 
Philipps)  dealt  with- the  rather  thorny  subject 
of  trading  concerns  owning  their  own  ships. 
Elder  Dempster  and  Company  was  founded 
fifty-three  years  ago ; and  while  it  carries 
on  services  between  Canada  and  South  Africa, 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  other  parts  of  the 
world,  it  is  more  part  icularly  identified  with 
the  ocean  carrying  trade  between  Europe  and 
West  Africa.  Its  shares  and  debenture  capital 
and  reserves  now  exceed  £10,000,000.  Sir 
Owen  Philipps  said  that  in  the  early  days  it 
was  not  unusual  for  steamship  owners  also  to 
act  as  merchants  and  traders.  Many  years 
ago  a number  of  leading  merchants  in  the  West 
African  trade  approached  Elder  Dempster 
and  Company  and  urged  them  to  confine  their 
(Elder  Dempster)  activities  to  that— of  ship- 
owners providing  transport  facilities.  For 
many  years,  said  Sir  Owen  Philipps,  this  has 
been  the  basis  on  which  the  Elder  Dempster 
business  has  been  run.  Since  the  war,  however, 
owing  to  greater  competition,  there  has  been 
an  increased  tendency  for  all  merchant  con- 
cerns, whether  manufacturing,  trading,  or 
shipowning,  to  combine  and  form  themselves 
into  larger  units — a policy  for  which  there  is 
much  to  be  said. 

A Warning. 

The  chairman  of  Elder  Dempster  and 
Company  then  went  on  to  utter  some  remarks 
which  arc  clearly  intended  to  be  a warning ; 
and  although  the  C.W.S.  possess  vessels  and 
therefore  comes  under  Sir  Owen  Philipps’ 
ban,  I imagine  his  remarks  are  more  parti- 
cularly addressed  to  Port  Sunlight,  for  Lever 
Brothers  Limited,  also  own  vessels  and  are 
increasing  their  capital  at  such  a rapid  rate 
that  it  is  evident  they  contemplate  big 
extensions  in  their  world  trade.  The  following 
of  Sir  Owen  Philipps’  remarks  are  worth 
reproducing : — 

If  any  large  group  of  merchants  con- 
sider it  to  their  advantage  to  do  their 
own  carrying,  fhis  naturally  alters  the 
whole  position.  Such  action  on  their  part 
may  compel  the  steamship  owners,  how- 
ever reluctantly,  in  order  to  secure  the 
neoessary  freight,  to  tnke  steps  to  obtain 
cargo  for  their  own  vessels.  While  1 
hope  that  it  mav  not  be  necessary  to  do 
this,  I cannot  snut  my  eyes  to  the  fact 
that,  in  the  long  run,  it  would  doubtless 
be  to  the  advantage  of  the  steamship 
owners  to  adopt  such  a course. 


“NO  POLITICS." 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-opkrative  News.”] 

Sir. — Dare  I suggest  to  your  Colne  writer 
that  she  is  living  in  the  year  2,500,  and  that 
L am  quite  in  keeping  with  the  present- 
numbered  year? 

I certainly  believe  in  the  principles  of  co- 
operation, and  consider  I am  quite  up-to- 
date  in  the  matter,  but  hold  the  contrary 
view  that  co-operators  have  entered  poli- 
cies; is  it  not  the  so-called  politicians  who 
have  entered  the  co-operative  business?  If 
the  result  of  the  recent  Sheffield  co-opera- 
tive election  is  a forerunner  of  what  is  to 
happen,  it  may  be  taken  that  this  political 
nonsense  is  gradually  being  eradicated. 

When  there  should  be  a political  election 
in  my  division,  I can  readily  ascertain  the 
views  of  the  candidates  on  co-operation,  and 
enu  protect  myself  accordingly  when  .1  go 
involved  in  all  these  sordid  political 
squabbles  which  I think  to-day  are  the  very 
essence  of  opportunism,  and  lead  to  no- 
where in  the  long  run.  I want  to  consoli- 
date what  energy  I have,  and  not  to  diffuse 
it  in  useless  expenditure. 

Miss  E.  P.'s  letter,  apparently,  is  a stock 
article  which  is  continually  being  foisted  on 
to  anyone  who  has  the  “ audacity  " to  be 
different,  and  I rather  think  she  would  find 
congenial  company  in  the  "Young  Com- 
rade^’ Circle”  of  this  town,  whose  com- 
ments in  other  journals  appear  tp  he 
entirely  . identical  with  her  ownj — \iours. 
Ac.,  , Harold  W.  Jackson. 

197,  Curzomstreet.  Long  Eaton.  Notts* 
May  *th.  1922. 


CO-OPERATION  AND^  COMRADESHIP. 

THE  DESIRABILITY  OF  ENCOURAGING  THE  OLD 

FRIENDLY  FEELINGS. 


BY  B.  WILLIAMS. 


Mr.  Opexshaw's  timely  plea  for  a real 
comrudeship  in  the  co-operative  movement 
has  brought  to  the  front  a subject  which 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  slip  back  into 
forgetfulness  until  the  old  spirit  is  once 
more  revived  and  made  permanent.  One 
cannot  conceive,  indeed,  how  the  principles 
of  co-eperation  can  continue  to  spread  if  we 
become  dependent  upon  the  cash  nexus 
alone  ns  a means  of  arousing  the  enthusiasm 
of  committees,  officials,'  employees,  and 
members.  Something  more  is  needed  than 
that. 

It  is  not  that  committees  are  deliberately 
or  maliciously  antagonistic  to  employees  ns 
employees,  or  that  they  harbour  a feeling 
of  superiority;  nor  that  employees  are 
always  perversely  .and  contumaciously 
" agin  the  government."  In  the  smaller 
societies  no  doubt  a good  deal  of  the  old 
feeling  of  comradeship  persists,  and  mem- 
bers and  shop  assistants  and  managers  and 
committees  have  the  respect  and  friendli- 
ness* towards  each  other  that  close  associa- 
tion and  ultimate’  knowledge  fosters. 

The  puzzle  is  how  to  preserve  the  spirit 
of  brotherhood  in  our  larger  organisations 
where  it  is  so  difficult  for  each  to  be  known 
to  all  and  all  to  be  known  to  each.  There 
the  numbers  are  too  great  and  the  press  of 
business  too  heavy  to  permit  of  committee 
or  managers  getting  to  know  all  the  em- 
ployees in  a personal  manner,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  multitudinous  army  of  members. 
How,  for  instance,  could  it  be  possible  for 
the  presidents  of  the  London,  or  Royal 
Arsenal,  or  Leeds  Societies  to  become  on 
terms  of  friendship  with  all  their  em- 
ployees, to  say  nothing  of  the  members  ? 
Why  Not  Try  Welfare  Work? 

Though  personal  friendship  is  obviously 
impossible,  however,  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  spirit  of  friendliness  should  not  animate 
all,  except  for  the  old,  old  * obstacle  of 
“human  nature”  itself,  which  is  respon- 
sible for  so  many  tribulations  in  this  world. 
We  gather  from  Mr.  Openshaw  that  the 
spirit  of  friendliness  is  absent  from  many 
of  our  societies.  That  is  simply  because  no 
one  finds  it  his  or  her  special  duty  to 
orgnnise  comradeship.  There  is  no  time  to 
do  anything  but  to  attend  strictly  to  busi- 
ness. Yet  many  of  the  large  limited  com- 
panies outside  the  movement  are  to-day  suc- 
cessful in  fostering  a feeling  of  friendliness 
amongst  the  members  of  their  staffs  that  is 
absent  from  the  ranks  of  many  of  our  large 
societies.  Nearly  opposite  my  home  is  an 
athletic  ground  provided  by  one  of  our 
keenest  multiple  shop  competitors  for  the 
use  of  the  employees,  and  there  every 
Saturday  afternoon  throughout  the  year, 
and  on  many  summer  evenings,  are  to  be 
seen  numbers  of  young  men  and  women 
engaged  in  healthy  sports  of  various  kinds, 
and  creating  friendships  which  can.  scarcely 
be  secured  in  the  dull  routine  of  toil. 

The  co-operative  movement  is  behind  the 
age -as  regards  welfare  work.  We  are  so 
intent  upon  the  great  work  of  amelioration 
upon,  which  we  are  continually  engaged  that 
we  easily  forget  some  apparently  smaller 
but  really  equally  important  details.  Wel- 
fare work  is  one  of  them.  Welfare  workers 
of  the  right  type  are  capable  of  creating  the 
spirit  of  association  amongst  the  employees 
oi  even  a large  capitalist  firm,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  they  could  do  it 
amongst  co-operative  workers. 

Difficulties  mu9t  not  be . minimised,  of 
course.  It  is  sometimes  even  dangerous  for 
committees  to  move  in  certain  directions. 
More  than  one  society,  in  the  best  spirit  of 
goodwill,  ventured  to  set  up  n Whitley 
Council,  in  which  the  employees  could  take 
a share  of  management.  In  some  cases  dis- 
appointment resulted.  The  councils  became 
a means  of  pressing  claims  for  advances  in 
wages  or  alterations  in  conditions  of  employ- 
ment which  were  not  possible  to  grant,  with 
the  result  that  they  were  allowed  to  die 
out.  leaving  an  unwholesome  flavour  of 
'^xfilude*  tfie Merely  Business  spiru. 

What  is  needed  is  something  different 
from  Whitley  Councils.  We  want  to  get 
away  from  probleriis  of  management,  of 
hours  of  labour,  and  rates  of  pay.  W© 
need  football  and  cricket  grounds,  halls  for 
social  gatherings,  and  the  fostering  of  in- 
tellectual _ recreations.  And.  deeper  still, 
w e want  to  know  cases  where  our  employees 
are  suffering  from  the  ills  of  poverty  or 
disease,  and  offer  such  brotfierlv  consola- 
tion as.ivill  heal  bruised  spirits  and  uplift 
the  dejected. 

This  kind  of  thing  woiffd  often  be  viewed 
with,  sqspicion  if  introduced  by  the  manage- 


ment. It  would  come  with  better  grace 
from  a council  of  employees  and  members, 
which,  however,  might  well  have  the  disin- 
terested support  of  the  management  com- 
mittee. Such  a council  might  be  supported 
by  a grant  from  the  funds;  but  a welfare 
group  which  is  doiug  excellent  work  at  the 
Wheatsheaf  boot  works.  Leicester,  has 
proved  that  the  employees  themselves  can 
successfully  take  the  work  in  hand  without 
funds.  They  have  the  advantage  of  the 
use  of  the  fine  dining  hall,  and  with  this 
they  have  been  able  to  arrange  social  even- 
ings, dances,  whist  drives,  Ac.,  and  by 
these  means  have  provided  funds  with  which 
they  propose  to  equip  themselves  with  all 
kinds  of  sporting  appliances  for  the  coining 
summer.  They  will  have  cricket  and  lawn 
tennis  clubs,  and  football  in  its  season. 

One  of  the  big  manufacturing  firms  has 
carried  on  welfare  work  for  years.  It  has 
been  almost  paternal  in  its  care  for  its 
staff,  spending  large  sums  of  money  in  pro- 
viding recreation,  means  of  study,  medical 
advice,  savings  banks,  and  many  other 
social  helps.  It  has  spent  money  freely 
without  hope  of  return,  yet  after  many 
years  the  directors  are  able  to  say  that  the 
policy  has  paid.  It  has  brought  its  reward 
in  various  ways.  1 will  not  press  this  point 
any  further,  because-  failure  would  he 
courted  if  the  hope  of  reward  were  allowed 
to  animate  our  action. 

The  real  need  is  that  friendliness  should 
be  deliberately  sought  between  officials, 
employees,  and  members  for  the  sake  of 
friendliness  and  comradeship  alone.  Think 
only  of  creating  the  spirit  of  association, 
and  let  all  other  considerations  go  by. 
When  one  enters  a real  friend's  house  it  is 
not  with  an  ulterior  object  of  extracting 
something  from  him  for  our  pcckets,  nor 
for  the  express  purpose  of  adding  to  his 
worldly  store,  but  to  spend  a happy  hour 
with  him  in  friendship’s  name.  That  is 
how  we  get  together  the  units  of  our 
societies. 

Co-operatiou  should  be  able  to  breed 
friendship  as  easily  as  competition  breeds 
war,  and  some  day  will  do  so  as  a matter 
of  course.  We  have  to  remember,  however, 
that  we  are  still  living  in  the  duys  of  com- 
petition and  division  of  classes.  It  is 
necessary,  therefore,  to  organise  ourselves 
for  comradeship  just  as  we  do  for  our  ordi- 
nary co-operative  transactions. 

Already  the  London  Society  has  taken 
a tentative  step  in  the  right  direction  by 
establishing  a club  house  with  facilities  for 
meetings,  soeiuls,  and  outdoor  sports,  and 
the  Woolwich  Society  has  its  Abbey  Wood 
recreation  grounds  and  the  new  sociul 
ceubre  at  Shornells.  These  developments 
are  on  right  lines  so  far  as  they  go,  hut 
we  still  have  to  specially  interest  our  em- 
ployees. At  any  rate,  even  if  this  sugges- 
tion does  not  find  approval,  it  will  be  wise 
to  keep  Mr.  Openshnw’s  words  in  mind 
until  we  have  found  the  right  way. 


By 

Appointment 


You  can’t  Fool  the  British  Public 
for  50  Years 


Plain  common-sense  tells  you  that  Nestis’s 
Milk  must  be  the  best  milk  obtainable. 
Remember  that  Nestle's  ha9  been  a house- 
hold word  in  British  homes  for  over  half- 
a-century.  There  is  no  other  milk  with 
the  same  reputation  for  quality.  And 
the  sales  of  Nestl6’s  Milk  have  grown  more 
and  more  as  the  demand  for  purity  in  food 
has  grown  stronger  and  stronger. 

You  cannot  afford  to 
take  iisks— buy 

NEGTLC’C 

MILK 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

— the  milk  with  over  50  years’  reputation 
for  purity  and  quality. 

Imitations  never  satisfy; 
demand  Nestle’s -always. 

NESTLt/S,  6-8.  Eastcheap.  E.C.3. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 
WHY  NOT  A CO-OPERATORS’  DAY? 

TO  BE  HELD  IN  EVERY  COUNTRY,  TOWN,  AND  VILLAGE. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 
PRISONS  AND  A PREFACE. 

Reviewed  by  "DEMOCRITUS.*’ 


Now  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  the  British 
Congress  at  Brighton,  when  the  great  German 
movement  will  be  represented  for  the  first 
time  since  the  great  European . upheaval  of 
1914,  special  interest  attaches  to  the  proposal 
of  an  international  co-operators’  day,  as  made 
at  Milan  recently  by  Heer  G.  J.  D.  C.  Goedhart, 
the  president  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance. 

What  can  be  done  to  bring  the  aims  and  the 
working  of  the  co-operative  movement  to  the 
knowledge  of  outsiders  ? That  is  the  question. 
Heer  Goedhart  sets  out  to  answer  it  at  once  by 
stating  that  the  best  means  seems  to  be  by 
general  propaganda,  which  must  bring  to  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  outsiders,  as  in  a flash, 
vivid  pictures  of  the  co-operative  movement, 
the  ideals  for  which  it  stands,  the  real  signifi- 
cance of  its  aims,  and  how  it  must  necessarily 
give  us  a much  better  human  society  than  that 
in  which  we  live,  which  is  built  up  entirely 
in  the  hope  of  profit-making  by  whatever 
means  it  can  be  attained. 

Such  propaganda,  however,  he  says,  cannot 
be  carried  out  effectively  by  papers,  pamphlets, 
and  books,  for  these  are  only  read  by  those  in 
whom  interest  for  the  movement  has  been 
already  aroused.  Our  first  task,  therefore, 
is  to  awaken  an  elementary  interest  in  co- 
operation ; and  this  could  be  done  by  means 
of  the  cinematograph.  The  proposition  is 
seriously  made. — “ If  a talented  co-operator, 
as,  for  instance,  George  Bernard  Shaw,  could 
l>e  induced  to  write  a cinema  play  dealing 
with  the  comparison  between  the  actual  social 
conditions  and  those  which  would  obtain  in 
the  Co-operative  Commonwealth,  such  a play 
would,  necessarily,  have  a splendid  effect  upon 


the  public  mind.  Shaw  is  himself  a co- 
operator,  and  so  it  may  be  hoped  that  he  would 
be  willing  to  undertake  the  work.  At  the 
same  time,  I do  not  yet  see  how  we  could  raise 
the  enormous  sums  of  money  which  would  be 
required  for  the  preparation'  and  making  of 
the  co-operative  film  ; neither  do  I see  how  we 
could  induce  the  managers  of  the  cinemas  to 
display  it,  for  they,  too,  like  the  daily  com- 
mercial journals,  are,  to  a large  extent,  the 
servants  of  the  retail  dealers  who  pay  them 
great  sums  for  advertisement.  If,  therefore, 
we  would  try  the  heroic  means  of  cinema 
propaganda,  we  would  have  to  go  a step 
further  and  have  not  only  a co-operative  film, 
but  also  co-operative  cinemas.” 

The  Dutch  Central  Union  of  Distributive 
Societies  recently  discovered  a more  economical 
way,  which,  nevertheless,  promises  good 
success.  They  asked  the  renowned  cartoonist 
Raemaekers — whose  work  in  favour  of  the 
Allies  during  the  war  will  long  be  remembered 
— to  portray  the  social  position  of  co-operation. 
Nearly  a thousand  copies  of  this  picture  have 
been  printed  and  sold  to  the  Dutch  distributive 
societies,  which  exhibit  them  in  their  windows. 

A co-operators’  day,  therefore,  is  what  Heer 
Goedhart  wishes  to  see  in  every  country, 
town,  and  village  when  propaganda  shall  be 
given  all  on  the  one  day.  A French  sug- 
gestion is  that “ the  day  ” should  be  the  anni- 
versary of  the  opening  of  the  Rochdale  Pioneer 
stores,  regarding  which  a Swiss  co-operative 
newspaper  offers  its  services  to  carry  out  the 
idea  of  a correspondent  who  wishes  the  co- 
operators  of  the  world  to  acquire  the  original 
premises  of  the  Pioneers  in  Toad-lane,  Rochdale, 
as  a memorial. 


AUSTRIAN  EXCHANGE 

STATE  AND  CO-OPERATIVE. 

A new  institution  in  collective  economy  was 
created  in  Vienna  during  1920,  in  the  way  of 
an  “ Exchange  Centre.”  It  came  into  being 
specially  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  urban  and 
the  rural  populations,  and  consists  of  the 
Austrian  State  and  the  central  co-operative 
organisations  of  agriculturists  and  consumers. 
The  State,  having  given  its  financial  support, 
reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  certain  control 
of  the  affairs  of  the  society,  which  is  directed 
by  the  representatives  of  the  co-operatives 
interested. 

The  Centre  of  Exchange,  whilst  attending  to 
the  needs  of  consumers,  also  serves  to  stimulate 
production  by  supplying  to  cultivators  articles 
of  prime  necessity,  working  tools,  &c.,  and 
industrial  production  by  procuring  certain 
national  outlets,  as  well  as  assuring  the  feeding 
of  the  working  population. 

The  institution  has  rapidly  become  one  of 
the  greatest  commercial  enterprises  in  Austria  ; 
and  inT920  it  concluded  business  to  the  extent 
of  over  485,0(X\000  of  crowns — of  which 

120.000. 000  was  foreign — with  sales  of  over 

520.000. 000  crowns. 


CANADIAN  CO-OPERATOR  M.P. 

Our  Canadian  comrades  are  following  our 
lead  in  sending  representatives  to  their  Parlia- 
ment. Mr.  W.  C.  Good,  the  president  of  the 
Canadian  Co-operative  Union,  has  been  re- 
turned. The  second  candidate,  Mr.  Samuel 
Carter,  the  president  of  the  Guelph  Society, 
was  beaten  in  a three-cornered  contest. 


CENTROSO YUS  HELPS  FAMINE  AREA. 

The  Council  of  the  Centrosoyus,  the  All 
Russian  Co-operative  Union  of  Consumers,  is 
handing  over  one  pood  (about  36  lbs.)  of  all 
potatoes  collected  by  the  great  co-operative 
to  the  Soviet  Famine  Relief  Commission,  as 
well  as  transferring  as  large  a quantity  of  seed 
as  possible  from  the  stocks  in  hand.  And  in 
order  to  assist  the  consumers’  co-operatives  in 
the  smitten  area,  the  minimum  prices 
are  charged  and  the  most  favourable  terms  of 
payment  allowed. 


Co-operation  supplies  a form  of  economic 
organisation  by  which  the  weak  can  gather 
strength  and  even  the  strong  can  become 
stronger,  it  offers  a fraternal  message  to 
each,  and  gives  equal  opportunities  to  all. 
Of  the  Jhree  ways  in  which  the  status  of 
employees  can  be  improved— c.o-operaMon> 
trade  unionism,  and  welfare  work- 
co-operation  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most 
important.— Professor  H.  I,.  K'aji.  Bombay 
University. 


The  New  Motherhood 

MARGARET  SANGER 

With  Introduction  hy  HAROLD  COX.  A plea 
■lor  8 ime  methods  of  birth  control.  6s.  net. 

wnai  lively 

Girl  Should  Know 

MAEGARET  SANGER. 

A book  /or  parents,  guardians,  aa.l  te  where. 

A . 3s  6d  net. 

An  Outline 
of  Sexual  Morality 

KENNETH  INGRAM. 

w w GRIP^*£: 

Jonathan  Cape, 

Eleven  Gower  Street.  London. 


CALIFORNIAN  BARBER’S  SHOP. 

WliAT  is  claimed  to  be  the  first  co-opera- 
tive barber’s  shop,  run  on  Rochdale  lines, 
has  been  started  in  San  Bernardino,  Cali- 
fornia. The  largest  shop  of  its  kind  has 
been  opened  in  the  business  centre,  and 
only  union  men  are  being  employed,  each 
sharing  co-operatively  in  the  earnings. 

200  RAILWAY  WINE  TANKS. 

Such-  is  the  rolling'  stock  of  the  French 
C.W.S. — the  “ Magasin  de  Gros  ” — which 
is  employed  in  bringing  wine  from  the  vine- 
yards to  their  wine  vaults  at  Charenton. 
Paris.  The  wine  bill — wine,  cf  course,  is 
the  common  drink  of  the  country — last  year 
wag  32.000,000  francs,  and  the  consumption 
ran  to  8.000,000  gallons. 

TCHECKO-SLOVAK  CONSUMERS’ 

The  boo'd  Minister  of  Tchecko-.Slovakia  ha* 
decided  to  create  eonsumere’  councils.  Thev 
will  form  sections  of  Chambers  of  Commerce 
and  Industry,  charged  with  the  special  duty  of 
protecting  the  interests  of  consumers. 

AUSTRIAN  WORKERS'  BANKS. 

To  co-ordinate  the  strength  of  the  working 
class,  as  well  as  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the 
thrifty  among  the  workers,  the-.  Federation  of 
Austrian  Trade  Unions  and  the . central  co- 
operative organisation  of  Austria,  hajre  em- 
barked on  a Workers . Bank.  Each  organisa- 
tion has  subscribed  40,000,000  crowns  in  shares. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Webb  have  only 
themselves  to  thank  if  the  majority  of  re- 
viewers dealing  with  their  newly-issued 
volume,  “ English  Prisons  Under  Local 
Government,”  talk  more  about  the  pre- 
face than  the  book.  Even  iu  Mr.  Shaw’s 
own  volumes  of  plays  his  prefaces  nearly 
always  outweigh  the  dramas,  and  to  admit 
a seventy-page  Bernard  Shaw  preface,  full 
of  whims  and  wit,  into  a plain  factual  his- 
tory of  prisons,  is  like  putting  a very  spicy 
hors  d'teuvre  in  front  of  a dinner  of  boiled 
beef,  dumpling,  and  carrots. 

Mr.  Shaw’s  preface,  like  the  curate’s  egg, 
is  good  only  in  parts.  Or  to  put  it  in 
another  way,  Mr.  Shaw  is  abundantly  right 
in  his  scorching  condemnation  of  the 
fiendish  cruelty  of  our  present  prison  sys- 
tem, but  demonstrably  wrong  in  his  general 
attitude  towards  the  criminal. 

Taking  things  in  their  due  order,  Mr. 
Shaw  rightly  divines  that  the  torture  of 
prison  punishment  is  not  physical,  but 
mental.  In  our  English  gaols  the  prisoner 
is  sufficiently,  though  not  luxuriously,  fed; 
he  is  warmly  clothed,  securely  lodged— 
physically  lie  is  often  better  off  than  the 
naked,  half-starved  savage,  better  off  even 
than  many  a free,  hard-working  English- 
man; but  mentally  the  prisoner  is  in  Hell. 
Solitary  confinement  enforced;  conversa- 
tion banned;  laughter  not  allowed;  and  the 
prisoner  is  driven  back  into  his  own 
thoughts,  into  the  torture  chamber  of  his 
own  ruind.  No  wonder  that  Bernard  Shaw 
exclaims  that  “ imprisonment  as  it  exists 
to-day  is  a worse  crime  than  any  of  those 
committed  by  any  of  its  victims.” 

We  usually  look  back  with  repugnance  to 
the  days  of  the  pillory  and  the  stocks,  but 
Shaw  declares  that  the  modern  prisoner, 
who  sometimes  must  envy  the  caged  animals 
at  the  Zoo,  would  be  better  off  if,  like  those 
animals,  he  suffered  under  the  publje  eye. 
There  is  undeniable  truth  in  this.  The  man 
with  his  feet  in  the  stocks  was  the  object 
ot  scorn,  but  also  sometimes  of  sympathy, 
and  there  was  a limit  to  the  torture  which 
the  public  would  permit  him  to  endure. 
Once  the  modern  prisoner  pnsses  from  the 
dock  to  his  detention  he  is  as  completely 
forgotten  by  the  public  as  though  he  never 
existed.  So  shut  off  from  the  world,  lie 
might  even  envy  Job,  who,  condemned  to 
the  outlawry  of  the  village  refuse  heap, 
could  at  least  attempt  to  justify  himself 
before  his  accusers  and  pseudo-comforters. 
The  modern  prisoner  is  denied  any  such  con- 
solation. Human,  chiefly  by  reason  of 
speech  which  distinguishes  him  from  the 
brutes,  he  is  denied  all  speech ; and  in  a 
characteristic  passage  Bernard  Shaw  asks : 

What  sane  man  would  accept  an  offer 
of  free  board,  lodging,  clothing,  medical 
attendance,  spiritual  advice,  and  with 
regular  exercise  daily  even  at  the  Ititz 
Hotel,  if  the  conditions  were  that  he 


1 " English  Prisons  Under  Local  Government,"  by 
Sidney  and  Beatrice  Webb.  With  a Preface  by 
Bernard  Shaw.  Longmans ; 15s.  net. 


should  never  speak,  never  sing 
laugh,  never  see  a newspiq*.,  .Tn'd 
only  one  sternly  censored  letter,  ami  iT 
one  miserable  interview  at  long  intcnl 
through  the  bars  of  the  cage  umlor  , 
eye  of  a warder? 

Having  said  nil  this  and  much  more 
the  same  strain.  .Mr.  Shaw  gets  kopek#! 
at  sea  when  he  begins  to  discuss  the  hu<g 
tion  of  how  criminals  ought  to  lie  tr,.jUj 
the  fact,  of  course,  -being  that  Ikruanl 
Shaw,  who  is  pepper,  salt  , and  qm.st.ud  „ 
a critic,  is  altogether  lacking  in  the  m 
constructive  faculty.  In  this  instnin*. 
goes  hopelessly  wrong  through  U,n 
obsessed  by ’one  of  Samuel  Butler’s  |» 
doxes,  the  said  paradox  being  that  iriu* 
ought  to  bo  treated  as  a dbraje.  aod 
disease  ought  to  be  punished  ns  a crime 
At  least  Bernard  Slunv  accepts  half  of  t|;„ 
paradox,  for  he  lays  it  down  that  crime  is 
disease. 

While  this  is  true  enough  with  regard  to 
some  criminals,  homicidal  maniacs,  kleptc- 
maniacs,  and  the  like,  it  is  entirely  fH|* 
as  a general  proposition.  The  grocer  who 
uses  false  weights,  or  the  butcher  who 
sticks  a bit  of  fat  under  the  scales,  is  not 
germ-stricken,  but  greedy.  He  who 
my  purse  may  steal  trash,  but  lie  doc*  a 
because  it  is  the  kind  of  trash  his  >wil 
covets.  If  a cat  robs  the  next  door  |mppj 
of  his  plate  of  breud  and  milk,  the  cat  iso 
thief,  but  no  one  would  say  that  the  cat  ii 
diseased  or  insane.  It  is  simply  lakingudc- 
quate  steps  to  preserve  feline,  even  il  to 
the  detriment  of  canine,  life.  So  ulso  the 
man  who  takes  human  life  iu  order  to  net 
rid  of  a rival,  or  who  commits  murder  for 
robbery,  is  an  enemy  of  society,  but  ir,  not 
necessarily  either  diseased  or  insane. 

It  is  true  that  a.  deficient  thyroid  glund 
will  dethrone  a man’s  mind  ami  make  hi 
a criminal,  but  to  pump  thyroid-gland  Mic- 
tion into  a fox  would  not  cure  him  of  rob- 
bing hen  roosts  any  more  than  it  would 
have  prevented  Cljnrles  Pence  from  ronimit* 
tmg  burglaries. 

To  answer  Mr.  Shaw's  question,  tlieo, 
the  reason  why  a man  with  an  ineffic 
conscience  (i.e.,  thief,  forger,  burglar)  if 
punished,  whereas  the  man  with  an  ineffi- 
cient lung  is  treated  medically,  is  that  do 
fear  of  punishment  can  possibly  prevent*] 
person  from  becoming  consumptive,  simply 
because  no  one  wants  to  Ire  consumptive 
whereas  the  feur  of  punishment  may  con- 
ceivably prevent  thefts  and  murders  be- 
cause, while  people  do  sometimes  want  to 
steal  and  to  murder,  they  don't,  want  t"  b« 
punished  for  it,  and  therefore  punishment 
may  possibly  safeguard  society  from  an 
intolerable  increase  of  crime. 

It  does  not  follow  that  we  »hould  b 
fiendishly  cruel  in  our  punishment.  A 
penology  would  consist  not  so  much  in  j'f°* 
portioning  the  punishment  ter  the  crime,  but 
in  making  punishment  as  huniaio  i*  JKI‘: 
siblo  with  due  regard  to  the  prevention  of 
crime.  That  is  one  of  the  task'  that  still 
confronts  enlightened  humanity. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED. 
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” Some  Problems  of  Education,”  by 
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Labour  Monthly  for  June. 


TOO  MANY  SHOPS  IN 
AMERICA. 

A report  presented  to  the  Congress  of  the 
and  repres^nufive*,'  fiiK&e  ‘a.  wrYey 

of  the  subject,  shows  that  there  are  946,419 
retail  shops  of  all  kinds,  or  one  shop  to  every 
111  inhabitants.  There  are  27,083  wholesale- 
establishments,  which  is  approximately  one 
to  every  35  retail  shops.  The  commission 
is  of  the  opinion  that  a large  proportion  of  the 
general  expenses  which  burden  the  sale  prices 
is  due  to  the  excessive  cost  of  distribution. 
Waste — and  the  consumer,  as  always,  pays  ! 

Notwithstanding  the  relief  “afforded  by 
tap  Special  tongre^  Supplement  this  week, 
py-es^ »tfe.  has  cpmpeTledf  ha*  to'hold  over  ;* 
number  of ' infer* -ting  cdntribiftfbns,  nhirii 
we  hype;  to',  publish  pCxt  'week,  ' r -.1 
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The  name  of  Nestle’s  ah  can* 
stands  for  the  richest  uiiTk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestles 
never  varies  in  quality— it 
alwatjs  has  all  the  original 
cream.  There  is  none  “just* 
as-good  ” as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Let  the  contents  of  the  tia 
decide  your  choice — not  th0 
price. 

Sold  at  All  Co-operative  Store i- 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Ejotchop.  £■& 
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LONDON  LETTER. 

TEA  BY  WEIGHT-TRADE 
UNIONS  AND  POLITICS— 
CANADIAN  CATTLE 
EMBARGO. 

[By  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

For  many  months  past  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  Congress  has  Icon  pressing 
the  Government  to  introduce  legislation 
vl,ieh  would  protect  consumers  permanently 
in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  ten.  Mainly 
ns  a result  of  the  war-tiiue  control,  legisla- 
tion was  a few  years  ago  enacted  to  compel 
sale  by  net  weight,  a principle  for  which 
co-operative  organisations  have  always 
stood,  and  as  this  legislation  automatically 
expires  during  the  summer,  some  amount  of" 
anxiety  had  been  felt  for  the  future.  Dur- 
ing the  week-end,  however,  came  the  sur- 
prise announcement  that  Mr.  Baldwin 
(President  of  the  Board  of  Trade)  would 
present  a Bill  “ for  the  better  protection  of 
the  public  in  the  'sale  of  tea,"  and  tins 
actually  took  plaoe  on.  Monday.  the  Bill 
makes  sale  by  net  weight  compulsory  by 
statute,  and  as  it  is  a Government  measure, 
it  is,  of  course,  likely  to  have  a successful 
passage  in  the  House — at  which  all  con- 
sumers con  rejoice. 

Cattle  Embargo  Again. 

There  have  been  interesting  developments 
since  I last  wrote  in  regard  to  the  Canadian 
cattle  embargo  controversy.  At  the  House 
of  Commons  last  'Wednesday  evening,  there 
took  place  an  important  meeting  of  M.l  .’s, 
which  was  addressed  by  members  of  the 
National  Meat  Traders’  Federation,  some 
representative  farmers,  spokesmen  of  the 
Canadian  Cattle  Association,  and  Mr.  A.  V. 
Alexander  (secretary  of  the  Congress  Par- 
liamentary Committee),  who  strongly  ex- 
pressed tlie  point  of  view  of  the  "workers, 
and  the  consumers  generally.  He  demon- 
strated that  their  interests  were  the  main 
.concern  in  this  matter,  and  quoted  from  the 
reply  of  laird  Lee  of  Farehnm  to  a co-opera- 
tive deputation  in  January,  1921,  who  then 
said  that  if  it  could  lie  proved  that  agricul- 
tural interests,  obviously  a minority,  were 
opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  majority  of 
the  community,  obviously  the  interests  of 
the  community  as  a whole  must  triumph. 

The  following  day,  a deputation  from  the 
meat-trading  interests,  which  was  joined  by 
Mr.  Alexander,  saw  Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain at  the  House,  but  it  was  made  quite 
clear  by  his  reply  that  he  remains  opposed  to 
lifting  the  embargo. 

Despite  this,  however,  the  position  is  full 
of  interest  because,  now  that  the  Govern- 
ment Whips  are  to  be  taken  off  in  the  divi- 
sion on  the  forthcoming  debate,  quite  . € 
number  of  Ministers  and  subordinate  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  have  declared  them- 
rolves  in  favour  of  the  removal  of  The 
embargo.  These  include  Air.  Winston 
Churchill  and  Mr.  M'Ourdy.  It  must  lie 
reiterated,  however,  that  if  the  vote  goes 
against  the  embargo,  there  is  no  guarantee 
that  the  Government  will  express  that  vote 
m legislation.  Appearances  point,  indeed, 
to  the  fact  that  the  matter  will  have 
strongly  to  he  pre*ssed  upon  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  and  his  colleagues. 

Imported  Foodstuffs  Labels. 

Some  important  points  are  involved  in 
the  new  Sale  of  Drugs  Measure  now  befoi'e 
Parliament.  Section  3 of  the  existing 
regulations,  for  example,  provides  for  the 
labelling  of  imported  foodstuffs,  so  that  the 
purchaser  may  know  exactly  what  he  or  she 
is  buyiugj  and  some  time  ago  the  Prime 
Minister  indicated  that  when  legislation  in 
connection  with  the  existing  Act  was  pro- 
1*0*011,  points  under  the  existing  order  not 
t heii  clear  should  l»e  dealt  with.  The  new 
Bill,  however,  has  passed  the  Committee 
f'lago  in  the  Commons  without  that  having 
neon  done,  but  I understand  that  amend- 
ments are  to  be  moved  on  the  Report  Stage 

Die  Bill  in  the  Lords  which  are  intended 
t"  -ecu re  the  protection  of  consumers  in 
tiiis  matter. 

The  New  Attack  on  Labour. 

1 hough  the  co-operative  movement  as  an 
1 i !..  aisation  j,  not  directly  concerned,  it 
may  be  useful  lo  draw  attention  here  to  the 
latest  attack  on  organised  labour,  because 
’■  !'  nu  enlightening  example  to  the  people 

bow  strong  the  anti-demooratie  bias  of  the 
present  Parliament  is.  'J'he  Trade  Union 
-Lt  1913,  Amendment  Bill,  the  second 
J idiivg  of  which  was  carried  in  the  House  of 
Commons  last  Friday  by  161  votes  to  82, 
'"•eks  to  destroy  the  political  Labour  move- 
ment. Backed  strongly  by  the  Central 

onsirvntive  and  Unionist  Association,  it 
v.  inij  invert  the  present  procedure  of  the 
l’o.itn-nl  funds,  for  whereas  now.  a trade 


THAT  JOINT  NEWSPAPER. 

SOME  VIEWS  OF  “ DEMOCRITUS  ” : A CRITIC 
OF  THE  FUSION  RESOLUTION. 

THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY’S  SURPRISE. 

The  article  by  " Democritus  ” in. last  week’s  " News"  has  evoked  several 
.etters,  which  we  print  below.  Mr.  Major  (vice-president  of  the  Brighton 
Congress)  does  not  advocate  the  fusion  suggested  by  the  Co-operative  Party, 
but  demurs  to  some  of  our  correspondent’s  observations;  and  Mr.  Barlass  (a 
director  of  Manchester  and  Salford  Society)  opposes  the  resolution  which  n is 
president  is  to  second  at  Congress.  The  Co-operative  Party  protests  against 
the  anonymous  article  by  " Democritus.” 

[To  tiie  Editou,  “ Co-operative  News.”) 

POLITICS.  NEWSPAPERS,  AND 
CRICKET  CLUBS. 


> -.lust  on  giving  notice,  can  contract  out 
1 obligation  to  subscribe  under  the  Bill, 

' • * • A member  of  an  organisation  would  have 
~lv°  notice  of  liis  willingness  lo  eentri- 
D'e  political  fund,  and  those  who 
LUo'v  anything  of  democratic  organisation 
■IT  that  that  would  bo  a long,  arduous, 
almost  impossible  task.  Ibis  Bill,  we 
re  speciously  told,  is  to  protect  the  workers 
; t!>?  Labour  caucus.  The  truth  is  that 

I'  ‘“tended  to  kill  Labour’*  growing 
.\r  .i  power*  nnd  ®h°\vs  that  in  the  hands 
,!  11,0  Present  House,  neither  Labour  nor 
| o-opeRU.on  is  safe.  Labour  leaders  assure 
n»o  that  both  at  Westminster  and  in  the 
opJntDj  the  Bill  .will  .be  ^gpuously 


Sir,— Your  last  issue  contained  a com- 
munication by  “ Democritus  ” which  is 
deserving  of  some  comment.  The  Co-opeia- 
tive  Party  have  tabled,  for  the  consideration 
of  Congress,  at  Brighton,  a proposal  lor  a 
joint  Labour  and  Co-operative  daily  paper. 
This  has  impelled  “ Democritus  ’’  to  foretell 
a possible  “ breeze  ” at  Brighton  (Person- 
ally I shall  be  disappointed  with  the  place  if 
there  is  not  a breeze : there  is  none  here  just 
now). 

I am  not  seriously  concerned  to  support 
the  joint  daily.  Others,  no  doubt,  will  do 
that.  And  if  no  better  case  can  be  made 
against  it  than  that  made  by  " Democritus 
the  supporters  of  the  proposal  should  have 
an  easier  task  than  the  almost  accomplished 
task  at  Scarborough  of  bringing  about  a 
fusion  of  forces.  11  Democritus  ” sees,  in 
the  proposal  for  a joint  djaily , something  ever 
sTT  much  more  important  than  a fusion  of 
forces.  ‘‘If  the  resolution  is  carried.”  ho 
says,  “ a formal  politioal  alliance  would  he 
nothing  to  it,”  and  lie  gives  his  reasons  for 
this  conclusion.  “ Under  the  working 
alliance  it  would  never  be  possible  to  commit 
the  co-operative  movement  to  extremist 
proposals  without  its  knowledge.”  'Jiieie 
would  be  no  intractable  editor  to  run  amuck. 
Whereas,  if  ’ the  co-operative  movement 
Mere  jointly  responsible  with  Labour  and  the- 
trade  unionists  for  the  conduct  of  a news- 
paper it  might  wake  up  oue  morning  to  find 
that  the  editor  had  “ seen  red  ” and  it  had 
been  “irrevocably  committed,  in  an 
editorial,  to  politioal  courses  which  it  might 
deprecate.” 

The  average  editor  is,  may  he,  a rather 
wayward  nnu  irresponsible  creature.  A\ei 
have  played  up  to  his  egotism  by  endorsing 
the  claim  that  the  press  leader  is  the 
greatest  power,  &c.,  when  it  is  obviously 
nothing  of  the  sort,  that  it  is  conceivable  a 
Labour  and  Co-operative  editor  might  got 
“the  bit  in  his  teeth.”  But,  commit  u» 

irrevocably?  Surely  not.  Couldn't  he  bo 
“irrevocably”  -sacked,  and  his  indiscretion 
disowned  in  the  next  issue?  But,  as  I said, 

I didn’t  chip  in  over'  the  joint  daily  r-»P®r- 
On  purpose  to  make  his  ca»3  against  the 
joint  paper  what  he  conceives  to  be  a strong 
one,  “Democritus  ” elaborates'  his  argu- 
ment in  such  a way  as  to  make  :t  essential 
that  somebody  should  protest  or  we  may  be 
“ irrevocably  ” landed  in  a back-wash.. 

It  seems  that  the  Essex  County  Cricket 
Club  defended  a test  case  in  the  courts 
against  the  Entertainments  Tax  being  ap- 
plied to  members’  subscriptions.  M Clearly,’ 
says  “ Democritus,”  “a  case  of  political 
considerations  affecting  orieket Clearly  ” 
is  very  good.  But  why  the  political  action 
of  the"  cricket  club  in  gding  to  law  to  test 
the  tax,  should  be  an  example  and  an  indica- 
tion of  the  proper  limitation  of  co-operative 
politioal  activity  is  not  quite  clear.  How- 
ever, “Democritus”  makes  a serious  essay 
at  further  clarity,  and  the  following  is  the 
way  he  does  it.  “ Like  polities,  co-opera- 
tion aims  at  improving  economic  conditions, 
but  whereas  politics  must  make  Government 
the  instrument  of  its  economic  reforms,  co- 
operation aims  at  bringing  about  economic 
reforms,  quite  apart  from,  and  without  mak- 
ing any  appeal  to  Government.  Co-opera- 
tion is  concerned  with  voluntary  collective 
ownership  and  control  of  the  means  of 
production  and  distribution.  ■ It  has  not 
taken  to  politics  except  to  remove  barriers 
to  co-operative  progress.” 

In  wliat  comer  of  some  Cntskill  moun- 
tains has  this  somnolent,  un-up-to-date,  ill- 
informed  scribe  been  slumbering  during  the 
last  decade?  And  who  woke  him  up?  They 
might  have  told  him  that  things  sometimes 
get  a move  on ! 

We  went  into  politics,  “ Democritus 
says,  purely  on  defensive  principles,  preserv- 
ing unsullied  t«he  principle  of  progress  by 
means  of  voluntary  co-operation.  \\  e 
formed  a Co-operative  Party,  and  endorsed 
a Co-operative  Party  policy,  and  a pio- 
gramme.  I've  locked  it  up;  I need  not 
quote  it.  If  that,  programme  confirms  our 
operations  to  “ bringing  about  eeonomio 
reform,  quite  opart  front-and  without  mak- 
ing any  appeal  to  Governments,”  then  I 
must  be  as  dense  as  my  colleagues  occasion- 
ally implv.  Besides,  what  about  those  Con- 
gress resolutions  on  nationalisation  and 
municipalisation?  Don’t  they  count? 
There  may  have  been  co-operators  unsophis- 
ticated enough  to  believe  that  entered 
politics  with  the  set  purpose  of  defensive 
tactics  - if  so  they  must  have  been  very  raw. 

The  idea  that  von  can.  or  ought,  to  form 
a Co-operative  Political  Party  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  voluntary  co-operative 
activity  is  very  funny,  even  a ljectively 
funny.'  Picture  “Democritus”  making  his 
debut  before  an  nudieno?  as.  a Co-operative 
defensive  candidate!  The  first  question 
would,  prabnblv  be  "What  about  Genoa- 
Tbe  next.  “ Wliat  about  Unemployment 
The  third.  “ What  about  railway  nationalisa- 
tion?" *c.  " Democritus"  would  hand  out 


the  iniquity  of  the  Corporation  Profits  lax 
as  applied  to  us,  the  crime  of  compnlsornrily 
nationalising  and  municipalising  anything 
because  of  the  sufficiency  of  voluntary  co- 
operative effort!  Even  in  a back  wood 
audience  this  def.ul  and  gone*  limitation  or 
our  political  policy  would  surely,  if  they  had 
them  handy,  be  met  with  a dead  and  goue 
egg  or  two.  Voluntary  co-operation  lias 
some  tremendous  achievement  to  its  credit, 
but  they  are  small  compared  to  what  has 
been  achieved  as  a result  of  the  compulsory 
co-operation  applied  by  the  state  and  the 
commune.  There  are  industries  and  mono- 
polies which  must  be  socialised  if  wb  are 
ever  to  realise  the  Co-operatrte  Common- 
wealth, and  as  many  of  these  nre'outside  the 
sphere'  of  operations  proper  to  voluntary 
co-operation,  and  within  the  sphere  of  com- 
pulsory co-operation,  we  must,  we  shall, 
support  state  and  municipal  activity.  We 
must  do  this  or  oeass  to  mouth  about  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth. — Yours  truly, 

_ G.  Major. 

WHAT  IS  BEHIND? 

Sir, — The  article  iu  last  week’s  “ New  a ” 
by  “ Democritus  ” re  “ That  Joint  News- 
paper ” came  at  an  opportune  moment  for 
on  looking  through  the  Oo-operative  Union 
reports  to  Congress  I see  that  the  leaders 
of  what  is  called  the  Co-operative  Party  are 
trying,  by  a back-stair  movement,  to  attorn 
the  end  they  failed  to  reach  at  Scarborough 
Congress,  that  is,  alliance  with  the  Labour 
Party.  „ , 

On  March  7th,  1921,  we,  of  the  Man- 
chester and  Salford  Society,  were  called  to 
a special  meeting.  The  above  question  was 
submitted  to  the  members  on  the  motion  of 
our  president  (Air.  Wliiteley)  -and  waa  de- 
feated by  a large  majority.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  I am  informed  that  he  is  supporting 
similar  action  at  the  Brighton  Congress. 
On  pages  76  and  77  of  the  above  report  will 
be  found  a resolution  by  the  Co-operative 
Party.  It  is  as  follows: — ‘‘That  this  Con- 
gress declares  that  in  the  interests  of  co- 
operation and  the  cause  of  demooraoy  (a 
beautiful  phrase)  a daily  newspaper  con- 
trolled by  the  workers  is  essential.  ^ 

Now  we  oome  to  the  part  they  attacn  most 
importance  to,  and  it  is  very  n-co  reading 
“ It  also  instructs  the  Central  .Board,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Co-operative  Party  and 
the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society,  to  approach  the  General  Council  o 
the  Trade  Unions  Congress  and  the  National 
Executive  of  the  Labour  Party  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  establishing  a powerful 
people’s  press,  representative  of  all  sections 
of  the  Labour  and  Oo-operative  movements.” 
All  this  reads,  very  well,  but  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  see  what  is  behind  it.  On  Page  75 
of  the  report,  I notice  that  the  Co-operative 
Party  have  accepted  from  the  “ Daily 
Herald  ” proffered  help.  I have  been  under 
the  impression  that  it  was  the  “ Herald  ” 
which  required  help.  The  Co-operative 
Party  also  say  that  they  have  secured  repre- 
sentation on  the  board  of  the  “ Herald 
it  would  beinteresting  to  know  at  whose  in- 
structions they  have  secured  this  represen- 
tation; it  is  certainly  not  on  instructions 
received  from  the  societies  who  contribute 
the  funds. 

Now  wliat  does  all  this  mean?  It  means 
that  the*  Co-operative  Party  .'s  conti-olled  by 
extremists,  and  unless  the  ordinary  mem- 
bers of  societies  take  a more  active  interest 
in  tlie  working  of  the  societies  they  will  find 
themselves  , involved  in  all  manner  <)f 
speculations,  which  will  bring  about  disaster 
to  those  who  may  remain  in  the  movement. 

Keep  our  movement  out  of  any  political 
party’s  hands.  If  this  is  done,  great  as  has 
been  the  progress  of  the  movement,  still 
greater  progress  can  be  made.  It  is  often 
stated  how  great  the  number  of  co-operators 
is,  and  >f  they  want  representation  in  Par- 
liament, or  on  other  bodies,  all  that  is  re- 
quired is  organisation ; but  if  they  cannot 
be  induced  to  do  this  berause  they  wish  to 
exercise  their  freedom,  then  we,  who  make 
so  much  noise' about  individual  freedom  and 
the  liberty  of  the  subject  must  bow  I am 
personally  opposed  to  our  being  cajoled  by 
nnv  political  party. — Yours  truly. 

Gkoroe  Barlass 

Wellington-read.  Heaton  Chapel. 

May  22nd,  1922. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY  AND 
•'  DEMOCRITUS.” 

Sir, — In  the  columns  of  the  “Co-opera- 
tive News  ” of  May  20th  appeared  an  article 
entitled  " That  Joint  Newspaper,"  bv 
*•  Democritus."  In  the  course  of  the 
artic  le,  an  attack  is  made  on  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  for  bringing  suggestions  on  the 
nlost  important  subject  of  a daily  newspaper, 
for  tire  consideration  of  the  delegates  to  the 
Brighton  Congress;  and  motives 


assigned  to  the  party,  which,  to  put  it 
ildly,  are  only  to  be  described  as  gr\>ssly 
unfair. 

It  is  surprising  to  find  the  columns  of  the 
News  ” being  used  to  impute  such 
motives  to  a section  of  the  co-operative 
movement  by  an  anonymous  writer,  and  if 
Democritus  ” will  have  the  courage  to  dis- 
close his  identity,  we  shall  Ik*  glad  qf  im 
opportunity  to  reply,  on  behalf  of  the  Co- 
operative Party,  to  wliat  appears  to  be  an 
inspired  " article. — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  H Watkins. 

S.  F.  Perry. 

The  Co-operative  Party. 

123,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.WJ.  1. 

May  22nd,  1922. 

“ Democritus  ” is  one  of  the  oldest  contri- 
butors to  the  " News  ” and  tlie  " Millgnte 
Monthly,”  and  he  has  used  ihat  nom-de- 
plume  for  years.  The  article  referred  to 
was  sent  in  as  the  writer  lias  sent  in  hun- 
dreds of  articles — presumably  because  lie 
thought  it  was  timely.  It  was  also  sent  in 
over  his  own  name;  but  as  it  contained  a 
good  deal  of  criticism  of  Co-operative  Party 
policy  .which  we  deemed  it -advisable  lo 
eliminate,  and  time  not  permitting  of  the 
sending  of  a proof,  we  deemed  that  we  were 
not  justified  in  printing  it  with  his  name 
attached  and  so  we  nttaiBied  his  noni-de- 
pl um-2.  Last  week’s  " News  " contained  an 
expression  of  regret  from  the  Executive  of 
the  Co-operative  Party  occasioned  because 
we  declined  to  print  an  article  sent  us  by 
the  secretary  of  the  party.  That  article  was 
anonymous,  inasmuch  as  the  identity  of  the 
writer  was  oonoealed.  If  the  party  may 
issue  an  anonymous  article  for  publication, 
surely  the  party  may  reply  to  an.  anonymous 
rtiofe  published  by  somebody  else.-  Ed., 
C.  N.” 


EDUCATION  at  HOME 

AND  ABROAD. 

FURTHER  INFORMATION  WANTED. 

The  report  of  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee to  the  Brighton  Congress  at  Whit- 
week  is  mainly  a review  of  co-operative 
educational  work  pure  and  simple,  and  in 
the  concluding  paragraph  the  following 
views  are  expressed  : — 

While  there  are  grounds  for  satisfac- 
tion with  the  work  that  has  been  accom- 
plished in  the  face  of  many  difficulties 
during  the  past  year,  the  committee  are 
conscious  of  the  great  amount  of  work 
yet  to  be  accomplished. 

There  is  the  usual  resolution  at  the  end 
of  the  rejort,  and  this  year  the  committee 
wants  Congress  to  press  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation to  “ publish  regularly  the  fullest  pos- 
sible data  with  regard  to  educational  de- 
velopments at  home  and  abroad."  The  lack 
of  adequate  and  easily  accessible  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  the  facts  of  the  educa- 
tional system  and  educational  experiments 
this  and  other  countries  is  said  to  bo 
one  of  the  principal  obstacles  to  educa- 
tional progress  at  the  present  time.” 

Societies  Warned. 

The  Labour  Committee  in  the  section  of 
their  report  dealing  with  the  activities  of 
the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and 
Co-operators  state  that  cases  have  recently 
arisen  where 'it  has  been  the  duty  of  the 
committee  to  warn  societies  of  the  conse- 
quences of  deliberate  refusal  to  use  the 
mnehinerv  set  up  by  the  Trade  Unions  and 
Co-operative  Congresses. 

The  penalty  for  the  offence  may  not  seem 
very  severe  to  a society  determined  to  defy 
all  authority,  but  it  is  by  no  means  certain 
that  this  would  end  the  matter. 


Morning,  Noon,  and  Night 

In  an  instant  you  can  prepare 
a cup  of  coffee  as  delicious,  as 
fragrant,  and  as  good  as  any 
served  in  Paris,  by  using  “Milk- 
maid” Cafe  au  Lait.  It  is  far 
nicer  than  ordinary  coffee,  and 
is  most  economical — no  milk 
or  sugar  required.  Try  it  for 
breakfast,  lunch,  or  supper. 

CAFE  AU  LAIT 

“MILKMAID”  BRAND 

Jseaves  no  "grounds"  for  complaint. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores, 
and  is  packed  by 

NESTLE'S. 

6-6.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON,  E.C.L 
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IMPRESSIONS  OF 

PLYMOUTH. 


IN  THE  CLEAR  ATMOSPHERE  OF 

CO-OPERATION. 


AN  ALL-EMBRACING  SOCIETY. 


[By  a Correspondent.] 

A visit  to  the  Plymouth  Society  is  at  once 
an  education  and  an  invigorating  tonic. 
What  strikes  one  almost  ifnni  ?diately  is  its 
dominance;  it  pervades  everywhere  and  em- 
braces everything.  Its  milk,  bread,  coal, 
greengrocery  vans  and  motors  are  constantly 
passing  to  and  fro;  various  branches  meet 
one’s  vision  at  every  turn  ; whilst  the  cen- 
tral premires  and  offices  are  a ceaseless  hive 
ot  industry  with  a continuous  stream  of 
humanity  pursuing  their  co-operative 
activities. 

Tho  most  c 'luprehensive  idea  of  this  huge 
concern  is  obtained  by  a visit  to  the  centres 
from  which  the  society’s  many  businesses 
radiate.  Along  the  quayside  rise  huge 
buildings,  one  a modern  grocery  warehouse 
where  Mr.  Fletcher  (the  manager>-oirrcnges 
for  the  proper  equipment  cf  the  forty 
grocery  branches  under  his  supervision.  The 
coal  stores  are  clo-e  at  hand.  Here  excel- 
lent facilities  are  provided  for  quick  un- 
loading from  rail  and  ship  and  efficient 
. de-patch  to  the  customers,  under  the  capable 

• untrol  of  Mr.  Westlake.  In  the  greeu- 
Mtioery  and  fruit  depot  Mr.  Burton  has  eon- 
dan  tly  in  mind  the  changing  seasons,  and 
ns  warehouses  are  no  sooner  filled  with 
>ucious  and  appetising  fruits  that,  the  00,000 

• i embers  are  requiring,  than  they  aie  des- 
atched  to  supply  that  need  by  van,  lorry, 

nd  travelling  eliop. 

Bread  and  Milk. 

Perhaps  the  two  most  interesting  depart- 
ments are  the  dairy  and  the  bakery.  At  the 
daily  Mr.  Sbeenliam  deals  with  over  24,000 
gallons  of  milk  weekly,  every  drop  of  which 
is  sterilised  in  the  most  up-to-date  and 
hygienic  manner.  Everything  is  systema- 
tised and  strictly  clean.  A feature  of  this 
department  is  the  dining  and  ieercation 
loom  arranged  for  the  men,  who  also  iuu,  a 
canteen  and  club.  The  bakery,  standing 
up  like  a huge  factory,  makes  one  realise 
the  immensity  of  the  society's  bread  trade; 
and  the  internal  arrangements-  -up-to-date 
machinery  and  travelling  ovens — together 
wit'll  tho  splendid  type  of  loaf  turned  out 
reveal  at  once  the  capabilities  of  Mr.  Owen, 
the  manager. 

Jam  factories,  boot  repair  factories, 
garages  and  stables,  and  the  various  pre- 
mises give  one  only  a glimpse  of  the  society’s 
wide  ramifications.  The  splendid  farms  at 
Preston  and  Mod  bury  and  the  excellent 
holiday  home  at  Whympstono  Hall  are 
yaluable  assets  to  tlte  members. 

The  Plymouth  committee  would  have  a 
formidable  task  Were  it  not  for  the  services 
of  their  secretary  Olr.  Wonnncitt)  and 
assistant  secretary  (Mr.  Finch),  both  keen, 
capable  men,  of  tactful  disposition. 

In  education,  Plymouth  Society  is  a leader, 
and  in  Mr.  Robson,  as  educational  organis- 
ing secretary,  the  society  has  an  idealist  who 
is  pregnant  with  schemes.  In  the  hands  of 
®uch  men  Plymouth  will  long  hold  the  posi- 
tion she  has  maintained  ns  a leader  and 
inspirer  and  helper  in  the  attainment  of  the 
co-operative  community. 


SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 


Here  is  good  news  for  those  in  the 
London  area  who  are  going  to  Congress. 
The  Southern  Sectional  Board  have  char- 
tered a ‘28-seater  coach  from  the  Woolwich 
Society  with  luggage  box  attached.  This 
is  to  leave  66,  Great  Prescott-street,  E.  1. 
at  2-30  p.m.  '•on  Friday,  June  -2nd,  and 
return  from  the  Glenside  Private  Hotel, 
Grand  Parade.  Brighton,  on  Friday.  June 
9tli,  at  10  a. m.  There  were,  at  the  time 
of  writing,  some  seats  left  at  12s.  6d.  per 
head  return  fare,  which  is  2s.  2d.  cheaper 
than  the  railway  fare.  Applications  should 
he  sent  to  Mr.  R.  Hibberd,  66.  Great  Pres- 
cott-street,  London,  E.  I.  at  once,  together 
with  cheque  or  postal  order  for  the  sum 
named. 


The  Croydon  Co-operative  Men’s  Guild 
are  having  a ramble  to  Sutton  and  district 
to-d«v  (Saturday).  The  member®  meet  at 
3-io  p.m.  at  West  Croydon  tram  terminus. 


. Southampton  Society  have  sent  out  many 
invitations  for  the  opening  of  their  new 
bakery  in  Sliirley-road  to-day  (Saturday), 
the  27th,  by  their  president  (Councillor 
H.  Vincent,  M.P.). 

Over  thirty  members  of  tlie  London  dis- 
trict  of  the  National  Managers’  Association 
on  Tuesday  paid  a very  enlightening  and 
interesting  visit  to  the  Oakthorp©  Park 
dairy  of  tne  London  Society., 

A meeting  of  tlie  Cambridge  and  District 
Society’s  Employees’  Social  Club  was  held 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall  last  week  to  con- 
sider re-forming,  the  Beehive  Cricket  Club, 
which  was  disbanded  through  the  war. 
There  was  a good  attendance,  and  manv 
members  were  made.  The  necessary  officers 
were  elected. 


Tlie  ever-active  Dartford  Society  has 
tatmshed  a war  memorial  of  a very  bee 
ing  kind.  In  addition  to  n memorial  ta 
in  the  society’s  hall,  costing  £*125,  it 
given  twelve  bed  tables  to  the  local  Con 
Hospital  and  sick-room  appliances  cos 
£50  to  the  Nursing  Association.  The  pi 
dent  of  the  society  (Mr.  J.  B.  Ric 
waited  on  the  committee  of  the  hospital 
handed  over  the  tables  on  Monday,  w 
great  appreciation  of  the  gift  was  expres 
The  society  gave  twelve  similar  table- 
the  institution  when,  nine  years  ago  it  < 
bra  ted  its  eoming-of-age, 


SOUTH  SUBURBAN  SOCIETY'S  INFLUENCE  EXTENDS. 


NEW  PREMISES  AT  ANERLEY. 


Twenty-one  years  ago  tlie  Penge  and 
Beckenham  Co-operative  Society,  with  n 
membership  of  800.  borrowed  £4,600  from 
the  C.W.S.  to  erect  a fine  block  of  buildings. 

The  society  is  now  a part  cf  the  South 
Suburban  Co-operative  Society,  with  a mem- 
bership of  28.000,  a capital  of  a quarter-of- 
a-million,  and  a yearly  trade  of  nearly  one 
million  pounds. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  security 
of  th©  society  has  been  increased  thus;  — 
Reserve  funds  increased  by  £5,319  to 
£17,580;  depreciation  funds  increased  by 
£16.274  to  £41.341 ; bank  balance  increased 
by  £69,098  to  £84,206. 

The  opening  ceremony  in  connection  with 
with  tlie  forward  move  of  the  society  is  the 
erection  of  magnificent  brunch  premises  at 
Elmers  End,  Anerley,  and  the  enlargement 
of  the  bakery  (two  double-deckers)  and 
stables  at  Penge,  at  a cost  of  £6,000. 

The  opening  ceremony  in  connection  wiht 
the  new  branch  took  place  on  Thursday, 
last  week,  in. the  presence  of  a huge  con- 
course of  people,  and  the  week's  publicity 
campaign  which  preceded  the  actual  open- 
ing of  the  new  premises  resulted  in  232  new 
members  being  enrolled. 

The  New  Establishments. 

The  new  premises  occupy  a fine  corner 
site,  and  it  is  a happy  augury  for  its  suc- 
cess that  the  Penge  Council’s  housing 
scheme  has  just  reached  a practical  stage, 
tlie  contractors  having  begun  then-  work  of 
building  fifty  houses.  This  is  the  first  in- 
stalment; the  complete  scheme  provides  for 
the  erection  of  200  houses. 

Tlie  new  branch  is  constructed  on  one 
floor.  It  is  fitted  as  a grocery,  provisions, 
confectionery,  and  butchery  store,  and  in- 
cludes a tobacco  kiosk  and  manager’s  office. 
Particular  attention  has  been  given  by  the 
architects  (Messrs.  Bethel!  and  Swannell) 
to  the  provision  of  facilities  for  carrying  on 
the  business,  so  that  the  maximum  economy 
can  be  obtained  from  service.  Heating  is 
by  the  syphonic  system  for  liot-water  heat- 
ing. The  departments  are  equipped  with 
triplicate  check  printing  machines  by  the 
National  Cash  Register  Company. 

Mr.  Charles  Bailey  (president  of  the 
society)  hppealed  to  all  who  were  not  mem- 
bers to  get  into  the  clear  atmosphere  of 
the  co-operative  movement,  which  was  not 
confined  to  Penge,  Croydon,  London,  and 
not  even  to  England,  but  was  known  all 
over  the  world.  The  C.W.S.  were  tho  pro- 
ducers of  almost  everything  required  In  the 
way  of  clothing,  and  were  the  largest 
dealers  in  flour  in  the  country,  and  pro- 
duced sound  boots  and  shoes  which  were  a 
credit  to  the  movement.  To-day  the  people 
had  the  power  in  their  own  hands  to  see 
that  the  things  they  required  should  be 
produced  and  consumed  without  any  inter- 
mediary between  them.  That  was  what  the 
C.W.S.  were  doing.  In  asking  them  to  join 
the  society,  they  were  inviting  them  to 
serve  themselves  through  their  own  staff 
and  their  own  premises.  He  felt  sure  they 
would,  in  three  months’  time,  have  every 
reason  to  feel  glad  that  tEey  had  erected 


the  society  on  being  in  such  a sound  finan- 
cial position  and.  on  being  able  to  open  such 
fine  new  branch  premises.  - 

Mr.  Frank  Bethell  (architect)  said  he  had 
given  of  his  best  in  designing  tlie  premises, 
and  wanted  them  to  give  ot  their  best  by 
joining  th©  society  and  spending  their 
money  there. 

Small  Savings  Make  Big  Capital. 

Councillor  Winch  was  handed  the  key 
with  which  to  open  the  doors  of  the  new 
branch.  He  said  they  had  no  better  grocery 
shop  belonging  to  the  society,  and  it  would 
tie  capable  of  a £2,000  weekly  trade.  As 
their  chairman  had  said,  the  society  had  a 
capital  of  a quarter-of-u-niillion,  and  most 
ct  that  was  the  savings  of  the  workers,  who 
had  allowed  their  dividends  to  accumulate, 
together  with  the  addition  of  little  savings. 
The  society  had  reserves  and  assets  to  the 
total  value  of  £350,000  and  if  they  were 
on  the  Stock  Exchange  they  would  say  that 
was  money  well  invested.  (Applause.) 

In  opening  the  doors.  Councillor  Winch 
said : “I  have  great  pleasure  in  opening 
this  branch,  and  1 do  it  with  a great  deal 
cfl  pride." 

In  a short  space  of  time  every  depart- 
ment was  working  at  its  fullest  capacity 
serving  an  army  of  customers,  whilst  the 
Shirley  Schools  Band  was  playing  lively 
music  on  the  flat  roof  over  the  grocery 
store. 

A Representative  Assembly. 

One  of  the  most  representative  co-opera- 
tive assemblies  seen  at  the  Co-operative 
Hall*  Penge,  for  -some  time  followed  the 
proceedings  at  Elmers  End.  The  large  party 
sitting  down  to  tea  included  Mr.  It.  Hib- 
berd (secretary.  Southern  Section  of  the 
Co-operative  Union),  Mr.  Newbold  (Wok- 
ing). Mr.  Adams  (London).  Mr.  Crouch 
(London),  Mr.  W.  Bethell  (Royal 
Arsenal),  Mr.  Mew  (Enfield),  Council- 
lors J.  Pamment  and  F.  W.  Foreman 
(Penge),  Mr.  S.  Rees  (Co-operative 
Party),  Mr.  F.  Bethell,  M.S.A.,  Mr.  C. 
M.  Swannell,  A.R.I.B.A.,  Mr.  A.  E.  New- 
man (C.W.S.  audit  department),  and  all 
the  prominent  co-operative  champions  of  the 
district,  including  several  who  ranked  as 
pioneers  of  th©  co-operative  movement  in 
Penge  and  Beckenham. 

Benefit  of  Amalgamation. 

Mr.  Bailey,  in  addressing  the  assembly 
after  the  efficient  catering  staff  of  , the  so- 
ciety had  served  an  appetising  spread,  said 
that  it  might  seem  to  some  of  them,  after 
inspecing  the  new  branch,  that  they  had 
gone  a little  ahead  of  the  times,  but  he 
was  afraid  that  in  the  past  they  had  not 
gone  ahead  as  they  should  have  done. 
Speaking  of  the  idea  of  a big  London  amal- 
gamation, he  regarded  that  as  problemati- 
cal, but  as  far  as  the  amalgamation  which 
brought  about  the  South  Suburban  Society 
was  concerned,  he  was  sure  the  progress 
made  had  raised  the  standard  of  the  society. 
They  dared  not  put  up  such  a branch  as 
they  hnd  opened  that  day  when  they  were 
small,  independent  societies. 


Coun.  A.  J.  Winch  (Asst.  See.)  addressing  the  crowd,  prior  to  opening  the  new  store. 


sucli  a fine  and  large  store  at  Elmers  End. 
Coun.  A.  J.  Winch,  the  assistant  secretary, 
who  was  to  perform  the  opening  ceremony, 
had  always  done  things  which  required 
doing  in  a roost  unassuming  way,  and  in 
that  way  had  helped  to  build  up  the  Penge 
and  Beckenham  Society  until  the  time  of 
its  amalgamation  with  the  Croydon  and 
Bromley  Societies. 

Auditor's  Striking  Testimony. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Newman,  of  the  C.W.S.  audit 
department,  alluded  to  the  losses  suffered 
by  the  movement.  When  it  was  remem- 
bered that  the  C.W.S.  was  simply  an  in- 
stitution set  up  by  co-operators  all  over  the 
country  with  their  own  money,  it  was 
highly  creditable  to  be  able  to  assert  that 
not  only  had  they  been  able  to  stand  a five 
million  loss,  but  had  it  been  doubled,  they 
w ould  have  been  ,^ble  to  pay  £0?*  the 
pound.  (Loud  applause.)  Mr.*  Newman 
said  he  was  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  them 
that  the  South  Suburban  Society  was  one 
of  the  societies  which  was  passing  through 
the  strain  of  the  times  best  of  all.  (Ap- 
plause.) He  congratulated  the  officials  and 


Mr.  C.  W.  Newbold  (Woking)  proposed 
‘Success  to  the  South  Suburban  Society,” 
and  said  that  it  deserved  success.  It  was 
gratifying  to  hear  Air.  Newman's  compli- 
ment regarding  the  stability  and  soundness 
of  the  society. 

In  seconding  this  toast.  Mr.  F.  J.  Finnis 
(chairman  of  the  education  committee) 
thanked  Mr.  Newbold  for  tlie  lead  he  had 
given  them,  and  promised  that  they  wonld 
try  to  bring  about  the  success  he  had  wished 
them. 

Mr.  F.  Lord  and  Air.  J.  K.  Koch  (mem- 
bers of  the  management  committee) 
responded. 

Mr.  W.  Bethell  (general  manager  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society)  proposed  " Success 
to  London  Societies,"  which  Air.  R.  Hibberd 
seconded. 

Mr.  Crouch  ^London  Society)  expressed 
the,  hope  that  tlie  South  Suburban  Society’s 
balance  sheet  would  be  copied  by  other 
London  sock  ties. 

Mr.  F.  Bethell  (architect)  presented  Air. 
AT  inch  with  a tea  service  in  recognition  of 
the  part  he  had  played  in  that  dav's 
proceedings. 


TEIGNMOUTH  TAKES 
FIRST  DIPLOMA. 

SUCCESSFUL  C.W.S.  EXHIBITION’, 

CHIEF  ATTRACTION  OF  A 

SHOPPING  WEEK. 

Teignmouth,  a watering-place  in  the  heart 
of  the  south-coast  Devonshire  scenery,  has 
just  had  a shopping  week,  and  the  Teignmouth 
Co-operative  Society  haTsailcd  in  right  on  the 
top  of  it,  securing  a First  Diploma  for  windows 
showing  foodstuffs  ; and  above  all,  having  a 
C.W.S.  exhibition  in  the  Parish  Hull,  demon- 
strating to  the  good  folk  of  this  seaside  town 
not  only  that  co-operation  is  first  in  regard  to 
things  to  eat,  but  also  in  tilings  to  wear. 

Mr.  Cook  (president  of  the  Teignmouth 
Society),  who  occupied  the  chair  at  the  opening 
ceremony  last  Saturday,  said  his  committee 
had  made  up  their  minds  when  the  shopping 
week  was  mooted,  to  show  what  co-operation 
could  do  to  raise  tho  economic  condition  of 
the  working  classes.  Apd  the  exhibition  was 
the  Jesuit. 

A Devonshire  Speech. 

Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Wilkins  (C.W.S.  director), 
who  opened  the  exhibition,  made  a charac- 
teristic Devonshire  speech.  He  was  a 
Devonian,  and  proud  of  it.  Mr.  Wilkins 
very  much  regretted  that  the  Parish  Hall 
was  not  large  enough  to  show  a tenth  part 
of  C.W.S.  productions,  but  he  was  glad  at 
any  rate  that  room  had  been  found  for  a 
representative  exhibit  of  serges  from  the 
C.W.S.  Buckfastleigh  (Devon)  Mills. 

One  of  the  greatest  foes  democratic  move- 
ments-had  lo  contend  against,  he  said,  was 
apathy.  At  friendly  society  meetings,  at 
trade  union  meetings,  at  co-operative  mceiings, 
it  was  all  one  story—  a mere  handful  of  en- 
thusiasts had  to  take  the  burden  of  the  direc- 
tion of  things.  One  of  the  objects  of  C.W.S. 
exhibitions  was  to  get  rid  of  that  apathy, 
and  to  create  u livelier  interest  of  the  members 
in  tho  co-operativo  movement ; and  to 
educate  them  into  a more  intimate  knov.  ledgo 
of  the  commodities  manufactured  by  tho 
C.W.S.  He  wanted  them  to  realise  that  the 
C.W.S.  was  their  own  institution  run  with 
their  own  capital.  When  they  fully  realised 
that  they  would  not  desert  their  own  stores 
for  other  shops,  or  their  own  productions  for 
the  much-advertised  wares  of  the  capitalist 
manufacturer.  Commerce  was  in  the  melting 
pot.  The  old  class  of  family'  trade  was  going, 
or  had  gone,  and  the  future  lay  either  with  tho 
co-operative  movement  or  the  multiple  shop. 
It  was  for  them  to  determine  which  of  these 
two  forces  should  win, 

A Huge  Federation. 

He  also  wanted  the  co-opcratoi*s  of  Teign- 
mouth  to  realise  that  they  were  members  of  a 
huge  co-operative  federation  ; so  huge,  that 
when  he  went  to  Greece  with  the  C.W.S.  buying 
delegation,  tho  purchases  of  currants  made 
by  the  C.W.S.  buyers  was  equal  to  one-sixth 
of  the  whole  trade  in  currants  of  the  British 
Isles,  and  one-twelfth  of  the  trade  of  the  whole 
world.  It  was  the  C.W.S.  who  were  the  fust 
to-eell  tea  full  weight  without  the  wrapper, 
which  they  were  instrumental  in  getting  niado 
the  subject  of  legal  enactment  during  the  war. 
Some  traders  were  trying  to  get  this  legislation 
repealed,  but  he  thought  the  co-operative 
movement  would  have  a wend  to  say  about 
that,  (Cheers.) 

Councillor  Hickmott  moved  a vote  of 
thanks  to  the  C.W.S.  and  to  Mr.  Wilkins  for 
opening  the  exhibition.  This  was  seconded 
by  Air.  Truscott  (Devon  District  Conference 
Association),  who  said  Air.  Wilkins’  present 
position  in  the  movement  was  the  logical 
outcome  of  years  of  co-operative  spadework 
fc  the  villages  and  hamlets  of  Devon. 


A capital  entertainment  was  given  by  the 

senior  members  of  the  Junior  Guild  at  the 
Borough  Hall,  Guildford,  on  AJond.vy 

evening,  May  15th.  Air.  A.  Edward11 
(chairman  of  tlie  educational  committee) 
presided  over  a large  gathering,  and  the 
special  features  of  tlie  evening  were  the 
operetta,  " The  Ram  Alan."  and  a - e?" 
from  "A  ALidsummer  Night's  Dream.  iQ 
addition  to  which  an  excellent  misceflant on* 
programme  was  also  gone  through.  During 
an  interval.  Air.  Hardy  (manager  of  the 
drapery  department)  gave  a short  address 
It  was  all  very  enjoyable  and  successful. 

Under  the  auspices  of  th”  Enfield  Town 
Co-operative  Junior  Guild.  Air.  D.  Ala^n 
(educational  secretary)  gave  the  third  of  » 
series  of  lectures  on  *'  Co-operation  ” 
the  Waldron  Hall  on  Saturday  evening-  ”c 
outlined  briefly  the  history  of  the  jC.W.p-* 
am)  mentioned  the  various  difficulties  wntn 
which  it  had  to  contend  in  its  early  day?. 
Air.  Alason  touched  in  an  interesting 
upon  the  cause  of  its  origin,  the  growth  <■» 
the  various  producing  factories  and  dep"**’ 
and  drew  attention  to  the  world-wide  act  nr** 
ties  of  (he  two  Wholesale  Societies. 


Mai  27,  1022. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  HEWS. 
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7W  Towers 

}y  Edwin  Elliott 

E^uihor  of"  Tfie  Stoke  of  Deepdert''’ 
v ^ ^“u  ^7  Voice  fa  in  ffoman  ce  " efc. 


Chapter  XVIII. — Acbrky  and  Naomi. 

For  the  moment  both  Aubrey  and  Richard 
Trent  were  petrified  with  amazement,  each 
staggering  back  a pace  or  two.  Naomi, 
standing  midway  between  them,  glanced 
first  at  ono  and  then  at.  the  other, 
apparently  reckless  of  the  fact  that  the 
would-be  assassin  still  had  the  revolver  m 
Iiis  hand. 

But  the  pause  was  only  momentary,  for 
Trent,  his  face  convulsed  with  maniacal 
fury,  again  lifted  the  weapon,  and  fired  at 
the  devoted  girl.  With  a scream  she 
swayed,  reeled,  and  fell,  before  Aubrey  could 
catch  her  in  his  arms. 

He,  frantic  with  horror  and  dismay,  made 
a dash  at  Trent ; but  the  desperado',  now  a 
veritable  madman,  discharged  another 
chamber  at  the  young  man.  Fortunately 
the  shot  went  wide,  and  before  lie  could 
discharge  another  barrel  Aubrey  had  thrown 
himself  upon  him,  and  had  wrenched  the 
revolver  from  his  hand. 

With  a howl  of  baffled  fury  the  American 
wriggled  himself  free,  and  after  a futile  but 
venomous  kick  at  the  young  man’s  legs,  ran 
off  across  the  lull-slope  at  top  speed. 

Aubrey’s  first  impulse  was  to  run  after 
him ; but  his  next  was  to  turn  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Naomi,  who  was  moaning  a little  and 
trying  to  raise  herself  to  a sitting  position. 
At  that  moment  three  policemen  came  tear- 
ing through  the  gap. 

“Good  God!  Mr.  Attercliffe.  What’s 
up?” 

Murder,  Grayson,  or  something  like  it,” 
cried  Aubrey,  who  was  on  his  knees  beside 
the  girl,  now  only  half-conscious,  and  whose 
shoulder  was. bleeding  profusely.  ” That 
American  devil  who  has  been  staving  at  the 
‘ Anchor  ’ for  the  last  two  or  three  weeks 
would  have  sent  a bullet  through  my  brain 
if  this  brave  girl  had  not  jerked  his  arm  up 
in  the  very  nick  of  time.  Then  in  his  fury 
he  turned  his  weapon  upon  her.  Before  lie 
could  do  any  hi  ore  damage  I got  the  pistol 
away  from  him.  But  like  an  eel  he  slipped 
out  of  my  hands  and  got  away.” 

Which  way  did  he  go?” 

“Across  the  northern  slope,  just  along 
that  track.  You  may  be  able  to  catch  him. 
Hurry — all  three  of  you.” 

“ Thompson  and  Coates  can  go,  sir.  I 
must  stay.” 

” Why?”  asked  Aubrey  sharply,  for  there 
was  something  significant  in  the  man’s 
tones. 

“ Because,”  said  Grayson,  lowering  his 
voioe,  “ I have  orders  not  to  let  Miss  Le- 
ferier  get  out  of  my  sight  if  she  leaves  the 
castle.  That  is  how  it  happens  that  we  are 
on  the  spot  now.  I needn't  say  any  more, 
need  I,  sir?” 

“ No,”  replied  Aubrey  with  a sharp  in- 
drawing of  the  breath.  “ Send  your  two 
men  off,  and  then  help  me  to  attend  to  this 
poor  girl.  1 do  not  think  the  wound  is 
serious,  but  the  blood  must  be  staunched 
without  delay.” 

Two  seconds  later  Thompson  and  Coates, 
all  eager  for  the  hunt,  were  in  full  pursuit 
of  the  fugitive,  and  Grayson  and  Aubrey 
were  able  to  attend  to  Naomi.  The  latter 
knew  something  of  simple  surgery,  while 
the  former  was  fairly  proficient  in  “first 
aid.” 

It  was  soon  evident  to  both  that  the 
wound  was  quite  superficial,  little  more 
than  a graze,  in  fact,  though  the  copious 
How  of  blood  had  at  first  suggested  some- 
thing more  serious.  Bandages  were  hastily 
improvised  from  the  men’s  handkerchiefs, 
and  soon  the  girl  was  sitting  on  the  grass, 
perfectly  conscious,  though  a little  dazed 
and  shaken. 

" Aou  are  not  fit  to  be  taken  back  to  Ivy 
Towers  at  once,”  said  Aubrey,  gently. 
“ The  wound  is  not  serious,  thank  God ! 
If  he  had  skilled  you,  I could  never  have 
forgiven  myself.” 

( “Why?”  she  asked,  sadly  and  wistfully. 

‘ You  would  have  been  in  no  wise  to  blame, 
and  it  might  have  been  all  for  ihe  best.” 

“ Hush,  hush!  No  one  knows  what  is  for 
the  best,  and  never  again  will  I assume  that 
I know.  But  you  must  rest  awhile  at  a 
farmhouse  close  by.  Messages  shall  be  sent 
at  once  to  the  castle.” 

“ How  far  am  I from  home?”  she  asked 
wearily. 

“ Eight  miles  bv  the  nearest  route.  Do 
you  think  you  could  walk  with  my  help  just 
across  this  hill?  Ten  minutes  will  bring  us 
to  the  farmhouse,  where  we  can  attend  to 
you  more  thorougldy,  and  where  yon  can 
rest  until  you  are  well  enough  to  be  taken 
home.” 

” I think  I am  strong  enough  to  go  home 
at  once,”  she  replied,  as  she  made  an  at- 
tempt to  rise  without  help.  Seeing  this,  he 
lifted  her  up  as  easily  as  if  she  were  a 
child,  and  as  she  stood  totteringly  on  her 
feet,  he  put  his  arm  around  her,  and  said, 
authoritatively : — 

“ You  must  coine  with  me,  and  I shall 
have  to  carry  you.” 

‘‘No,  no,”  she  returned,  hurriedly.  “I 
can  walk.  But  I will  tako  your  arm  if — if 
you  don’t  mind.” 

Mind?”  he  echoed.  Then  he  checked 
“imselr,  and  led  her  tenderly  along  the 
smoothest  turf  he  could  find,  lifting  her 


over  ruts  and  rifts,  until  they  reached  the 
lane  which  led  to  the  farmhouse.  Grayson 
following  at  a respectful  distance. 

Mrs.  Mowbray,  the  farmer's  wife,  re- 
ceived them  with  some  astonishment — an 
astonishment  which  was  succeeded  by  much 
sympathy  after  Aubrey  had  briefly  explained 
matters.  It  happened  luckily  just  at  that 
moment  that  Dr.  llugent  came  trotting 
along  the  lane  on  his  old  grey  cob.  He  was, 
of  course',  called  in  to  attend  to  the  wound, 
which  lie  at  once  pronounced  trifling,  and 
which  he  said  would  heal  in  a week  or  two. 

Mrs.  Mowbray  then  took  the  girl  up  to 
one  of  the  bedrooms,  and  made  her  lie  down, 
which  she  did  quite  submissively,  and  in  a 
tired,  pathetic  way  that  woke  a good  deal 
of  motherly  sympathy  in  the  good  woman's 
breast. 

Poor  little  thing,”  she  murmured,  as 
she  returned  to  her  duties  below  stairs.  “ 1 
know  what  they  are  saying  about  her,  but  1 
can't  take  it  in.  A child  like  that  wouldn't 
go  and  commit  murder.  Temper?  Rub- 
bish ! She  knows  something,  and  won't  tell. 
That’s  about  the  truth.  In  my  opinion,  Mr. 
Horace,  if  he’s  got  a man’s  heart  in  him, 
ought  to  speak  out.  I wonder  what  Air. 
Aubrey  thinks  of  her  now.  He  owes  his  life 
to  her;  and  yet  he  believes  that  she  killed 
his  sister.  My  word!  it  is  queer.” 

Yes,  it  was  “queer,”  and  Aubrey  Atter- 
cliffe was  in  a state  bordering  on  distraction. 
Having  despatched  a hurried  message  to  the 
castle,  lie  waited  feverishly  for  the  arrival 
of  someone  to  take  charge  of  Naomi.  He 
learned  that  the  girl  was  sleeping  the  sleep 
of  exhaustion,  for  Dr.  Rugent  had  said 
that  she  had  not  known’  real  brain  rest  for 
many  days. 

And  so  lie  wandered  roundabout  the 
homestead,  distracted  by  new  and  conflict- 
ing emotions,  in  addition  to  the  strain  of 
the  old  ones. 

For  two  hours  he  paced  the  precincts  of 
the  farm  in  this  manner,  calling  at  the 
house  every  ten  minutes  or  so  in  order  to 
inquire  if  Naomi  were  still  sleeping.  At 
last  he  was  told  that  she  was  awake,  and 
was  evincing^  a desire  to  return  at  once  to 
the  castle. 

“I  ^old  her,  sir,”  said  Airs.  Mowbray, 
“ that  you  had  sent  a message,  and  that 
she  was  to  rest  quietly  until  someone  came 
to  take  her  away.  Then  she  began  to  get 
excited,  and  to  say  that  she  was  quite  able 
to  walk  home  by  herself.  Oh!  here  she  is, 
fully  dressed.  Do,  Air.  Attercliffe,  use  your 
influence  with  her;  poor  little  tiling.”' 
Naomi  was  coming  downstairs  into  the 
hall,  slowly  and  pressing  heavily  on  the 
balusters.  Aubrey  ran  towards  her  to  guide 
her  tottering  steps,  and,  taking  hold  of  her 
arm  in  the  authoritative  style  of  an  elder 
brother,  said  with  infinite  gentleness:  — 

“ My  poor  child,  you  cannot  walk  a tenth 
part  of  the  distance  between  this  place  and 
Ivy  Towers.  Come  hi  here,  and  sit  down.” 
He  pushed  open  a door  on  his  left  ns  he 
spoke,  and  led  her  into  a pretty  little  re- 
ception room  that  overlooked  the  front 
garden  and  the  gravelled  path  that  led  to 
the  gate.  Here  lie  placed  her  in  a rest- 
ful easy  chair,  and  seated  himself  opposite 
her  without  saying  a word,  hut  watching 
her  very  intently  nevertheless. 

Naomi's  eyelids  drooped,  and  he  thought 
that  over-wrought  nature  was  again  impos- 
ing sleep  upon  her,  until  a long-drawn  sigh 
on  her  part  forced  him  to  say:  — 

“ You  are  not  resting,  I fear.” 

She  opened  her  eyes  at  once,  and  replied 
quietly : — 

“ Oh,  yes,  I am  resting.  You  are  very 
good.  But  I wish  you  wouldn’t  be  kind  to 
me.  ’ ’ 

“ Why  not?"  he  asked,  rather  sharply. 

“ Because  it  is  easier  to  bear  things  when, 
people  are  angry  with  one.  Don’t  you  hate 
me?” 

She  was  looking  up  at  him  with  a kind  of 
wondering  resignation  as  she  put  the  ques- 
tion quite  calmly.  He  answered  with  an 
impulsive  outburst. 

“ Hate  you?  No,  no,  no!  Youjiave  won 
from  me  something  the  very  reverse  of  that. 
You  saved  my  life,  and  nearly  lost  your 
own  in  the  act.” 

“ Could  I have  done  otherwise?”  she 
asked,  with  a flickering,  sad  little  smile. 
“ At  such  moments  one  does  not  think.  It 
is  impulse,  a good  impulse,  I suppose;  but 
there  is  little  merit  in  the  act.  Anyone 
would  have  done  the  same.” 

“ No,  no!” 

“Yes,  yes!  even  if  the  life  to  be  saved 
were  worth  less  than  the  life  risked.  But 
that  wasn't  so  in  the  present  case.  Your 
life  is  worth  much,  mine  very  little.” 

She  said  this  in  a quiet,  passionless,  de- 
cided way  that  was  infinitely  pathetic. 
Aubrey  felt  a choking  something  in  his 
throat  that  prevented  the  steady  flow  of 
his  words  as  he  said  : — 

••  Miss  Leferier,  who  shall  dare  to  be  the 
judge  in  such  a matter?  Your  life  may  be 
of  infinitely  moi*e  use  to  the  world  than 
mine." 

“That  is  foolish,”  she  retorted  with 
quaint  emphasis.  “ A man  can  always  do 
what  a woman  cannot.  True,  a woman  can 
suffer.  That,  however,  is  but-  a negative 


virtue.  A man’s  virtues,  as  well  as  his 
vices,  are  positive. 

“ Tou  are  a strong  and  a clever  man. 
The  world  wants  you,  as  it  wants'  such  a 
man  as  Air.  Carshalton.  Is  not  his  life 
woi  th  those  of  a score  of  women’s  ? He  is 
a saint,  I know.  But  even  if  lie  were  a 
sinner,  his  sins  would  have  to  be  condoned 
because  of  the  good  he  is  doing,  has  done, 
and  will  do. 

“What  he  has  done  all  men  may  do, 
not  precisely  in  the  same  way,  not  neces- 
sarily by  becoming  a priest  of  the  Church, 
hut  by  untiring  effort  in  trying  to  make 
this  a better  world.  .Women  cannot  com- 
pare with  men  in  this  respect.  Nature 
forbids  it.  Therefore,  why  compare  the 
value  of  a man's  life  with  that  of  a 
woman?” 

In  the  ordinary  way  Aubrey  would  have 
found  this  sex-depreciatory  reasoning  by  a 
w<  man  very  much  to  his  liking.  But  lie 
was  in  a magnanimous  mood  this  Sunday 
afternoon,  and  he  answered  at  once  : — ■ L 
“ I cannot  agree  with  all  you  have  said. 
Often  circumstances  decide  the  value  of  a 
man  or  a woman's  life.  In  the  case  of  Air. 
Carshalton,  it  seems  about  to  be  so.  He  is 
culletfr  away  from  his  sphere  of  special  work, 
and  I know  that  he  considers  his  life's  work 
brought  to  an  abrupt  conclusion." 

“ 1 did  not  know  this,”  said  Naomi  with 
sudden  interest.  “ Why  is  lie  going?” 

“ Simply  by  the  order  of  his  bishop.  I 
believe,  who  has  intervened  in  order  that 
Carshalton  shall  be  compelled  to  take  rest. 
I uni  not  sure  of  the  wisdom  of  his  lord- 
ship’s  action,  for  the  one  thing  that  my 
poor  friend  dreads  is  the  rest  that  is  being 
forced  upon  him.  It  shows  that  one  is  no 
judge  of  the  value  of  one's  own  life.” 
Naomi  sighed  heavily,  ami  was  silent  for 
a while.  Then,  fixing  a piercing  gaze  upon 
him,  she  said  : — 

“ It  is  very  strange,  is  it  not,  that  we 
should  he  together  to-day,  and  that  to- 
morrow may  see  me  within  the  walls  of  a 
prison?  You  are  very  kind  to  me  now, 
though  I cannot  say  whether  your  kindness 

gives  me  pleasure  or  pain.  I-,-I — T ” 

She  struggled  desperately  to  keep  down 
the  sobs,  but  the  struggle  was  futile.  It 
was  not  hysteria  that  caught  her  in  its 
grip,  but  it  was  a passion  of  sobs  such  as 
Aubrey  had  never  seen  before. 

He  was  distracted,  for  he  was  not  used 
to  seeing  women  weep.  Distressed  beyond 
measure,  yet  not  knowing  what  to  do,  lie 
could  only  draw  his  chair  nearer  to  her,  and 
ejaculate  helplessly:  — 

“Don’t,  please  don’t.  Poor  child! 
I — I am  so  sorry.  Can  I — er  help  you?” 
^She  did  not  seem  to  hear  him,  for  she 
wits  pressing  her  handkerchief  to  her  eyes 
with  both  hands,  though  the  scrap  of 
cambric-  was  soon  saturated,  and  practi- 
cally useless.  He  saw  this,  and  with  a 
certain  blundering  awkwardness  snatched 
it  away,  dt  the  same  time  substituting  his 
own  more  capacious  one. 

As  lie  made  the  exchange,  confusedly 
tying  to  frame  an  apology  as  he  did  so, 
lie  saw  her  great  eyes  gazing  up  at  him 
wonderingly.  The  sobs  ceased,  and  a long, 
long  sigh,  which  seemed  to  come  from  the 
very  depths  of  her  heart,  marked  the  end 
of  the  great  emotional  outburst. 

Seeing  that  the  storm  had  spent  itself, 
he  wisely  forebore  further  conversation 
until  she  had  regained  complete  com- 
posure. So  lie  got  up  from  his  chair  and 
went  to  the  window.  His  watch  told  him 
that  it  was  now  nearly  five  o'clock.  Four 
hours  had  elapsed  since  they  had  arrived 
at  the  farmhouse,  and  friends  from  the 
castle  might  appear  on  the  scene  at  any 
moment. 

Aubrey’s  heart  began  to  throb  at  the 
thought  that  Stella  might  be  one  of  the 
party.  If  so,  how  would  she  receive  him? 
Would  she  greet  him  with  cold  aversion 
and  turn  from  him  in  proud  and  frigid 
disdain  ? 

Not  caring  to  attempt  an  answer  to  these 
questions,  he  turned  to  Naomi  again,  and 
seeing  that  she  was  now  quite  composed 
he  went  over  to  her,  and  said:  — 

“ You  are  better  now,  aren’t  you?  I am 
so  glnd." 

“ Yes,"  she  answered  quietly  and 
earnestly,  “ I am  better,  very  much  better. 
I didn't  think  I could  cry.  It  was  very 
kind  of  you- to  make  me  cry,  for  now  I feel 
quite  strong,  strong  enough  to  go  through 
anything.  And  I feel  strong  enough  to 
speak  about  things.  But  I mustn’t  say 
much,  for  there  are  certain  things  that  I 
will  only  say  at  the  necessary  moment,  a 
moment  which  may  never  come.  But  I 
want  to  ask  you  this:  Have  you  any  doubt 
that  I killed  your  sister?” 

She  faced  him  bravely  as  she  said  this, 
and  her  eyes  did  not  quail  before  him.  It 
was  different  with  him.  He  could  not  meet 
her  look.  He  was  embarrassed,  conscience- 
stricken  almost.  He  felt  as  if  she  were 
accusing  him  of  being  false  to  Muriel's 
memory.  Never  once  had  he  doubted  this 
girl’s  guilt.  All  other  theories  regarding 
it  had  seemed  to  him  out  of  the  question. 
That  conviction  was  as  strong  as  ever, 
even  though  he  had  forgiven  her  every- 
thing, and  jyas  feeling  a brotherly  tender- 
ness for  her  such  as  he  bad  never  known 
before  the  death  of  Muriel. 

It  was  contrary  to  his  nature  to  pre- 
varicate, though  lie  longed  to  answer  her 
direct  question  otherwise  than  by  a blunt 
negative.  But  there  seemed  no  help  for 
it.  So  he  saul: 

“ Miss  Leferier,  I wish  you  had  not  put 
that  Question  to  me.  Must  I answer  it?” 
“ Please.” 

“ Very  well.  I have  never  doubted ; I 
could  not  doubt.  But  after  what  has  hap- 
pened to-day,  if  you  will  say  that  you  did 
not  do  this  tiring  I will  believe  you.,  no 
matter  what  proofs  they  may  bring.  Will 
you  say  that.-'” 

He  looked  at  her  now  with  a yearning 
hope  plainly  visible  in  his  eyes.  It  was 
hope  against/  conviction,  it  waa  true,  but 


hope  it  was.  He  soon  got  his  reply — s 
slow  negative  shake  of  the  head,  and  thi 
words  : — 

“ I cannot,  dare  not.  say  it.” 

. . ™irt>  ,:ot  •'  Then  you  admit ” 

, The  time  has  not  yet  come  to  admit, 
and  it  may  never  come.” 

'■  I think  I understand. " lie  said.  “ You 

will  net  admit  or  confess  iiiihI ” 

He  stopped  abruptly.  But  she  finished 
his  sentence  with  the  utmost  caltnuc  s by 
adding : — 

l util  I stand  bef orb  a judge  and  jury. 
Lien  then  it  might  not  be  the  moment  to 
speak. 

• But  that  must  not  Ik*.”  said  Aubrey 
with  much  energy.  *•  I cannot  bear  to 
think  of  it." 

• Justice  is  justice,  is  it  not?”  she 
asked  with  a flickering  smile. 

“ always,”  lie  rejoined  quickly.  “ At 
any  rate,  an  eye  for  an  eye  and  a tooth  for 
a tooth  is  not  always  justice.  AIikc 
Leferier.  I wish  you  to  tell  me  nothing.  1 
wish  to  believe  that  nTy  sister’s  death  was 
the  result  of  an  accident,  a quarrel, 
perhaps,  in  which  she  was  not  blameless. 
No,  no,  not  another  word.  Here  coma 
-our  friends.  Our  conference  is  over.” 
She  sprang  from  her  seat  and  stood  by 
his  side,  looking  down  the  garden  patli 
which  led  to  the  gate.  Lord  Illingwater 
nud  .Stella  were  coming  qiricklv  along  tho 
gravel. 

[to  dr  continued.] 


CHAMPIONSHIP  CHOIRS. 


...  III 

among  the  prize-winners  at  tho  Midland 
musical  contests  at  Birmingham  on  Satur- 
day. The  " Novello " Challenge  Shield 
lor  mixed  voice  choirs  (open)  was  secured 
by  tlie  1‘  oleshill  C’o-operative  Choir  (Coven- 
try), the  conductor  being  Air.  A.  Edwards' 
Under  the  baton  of  .Mr.  \Y.  JO.  Leech,  tluj 
Ten  Acres  and  Stircliley  Co-operative 
Choral  Society  secured  second  place  in  the 
contest  for  championship  choirs,  mixed 
voices  for  the  “ Cur  wen  ” Challenge 
Shield. 

The  O.W.S.  Aral©  Voice  Choir  (Alanches- 
ter)  added  to  their  long  list  of  successes  by 
securing  the  second  place  in  the  contest 
for  championship  choirs  (male  voice)  for 
the  “ Breitkolf  and  Hartel  ” Challenge 
Shield,  Air.  A.  Higson  conducting. 


BOOT  WORKS  CONTROL 


AIu.  T.  E.  Hubiiaiiu.  who  has  nearly 
completed  fifty  years  of  faithful  service  to 
the  Wholesale  Society  at  their  boot  works 
at  Leicester,  is  about  to  retire.  Unfor- 
tunately, Air.  Frank  Boynton,  who  has 
been  Mr.  Hubhard’riassistaiit  manager  and 
right-hand  man,  luA)  been  stricken  by  a 
serious  illness,  which  will  incapacitate*  him 
from  active  duty  for  a considerable  time. 
In  the 'circumstances  the  directors  of  the 
Wholesale  Society  have  appointed  Air.  John 
Haigli  (the  present  manager  of  the  shoe 
factories  at  Leeds  ami  Heckrnondwike)  as 
temporary  supervisor  of  their  boot  factories 
in  the  Leicester  and  Derby  areas.  Wo 
understand  that  Mr.  Haigli  js  taking  tem- 
porary charge  until  such  time  as  a new 
management  and  organising  force  is 
engaged  to  succeed  Mr.  Hubbard. 


aud  sponges  you  ever  tasted. 
Directions  tell  you  how  to 
mix  it,  and  I’m  saving 
DIPLOMA  tin  labels  be- 
cause I’m  going  in  for  the 
£425  Prize  Competition.” 


Full-Cream  Condensed 


Milk 

Wilts  United  Dairies  Ltd..  Trowbridge,  Eng. 

London  St.  John  So**.  SmiA&di.  EjC-I. 
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“ RUSSET  TEA/' 

lib. 
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d.  per  4I1 


-AT  ALL  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES. - 


May  27. 


CDe  Co=operaiiue  Re  m 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  “News"  should  be 
a<*drcjsed  " THE  EDITOR Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
sP0,,(tc"ce  relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News  " should  be  addressed  to  " THE  MANAGER." 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA 

rc\iisriiR  S BU,LUINGS.  long  millgate,  man- 


SATURDAY,  MAY  27,  1922. 


" Mr-  Russet  makes  the  Tea  Interval  the  most 
popular  part  of  the  day  by  introducing  his 
famous  ‘ Russet  Tea.’  ” 

'■ GIVE  it  a trial  this  week. 


VIKING 

COMPRESSED  DYES 


•s  made  from 
Fresh  Butter  and  Eggs, 
specially  selected  Lemons,  and  other 
choice  ingredients,  and  has  all 
the  flavour  and  aroma  ot^, 
the  fresh  fruit. 


Is  t 


e*8 


cannot 
be  excelled  for 
making  Cheese  Cakes. 
Lemon  Puddings,  etc.,  and 
i used  with  ail  kinds  of  cake, 
pastry  etc.,  by  tne  most  experienced 
bakers  and  housewives  in  the  country". 


^Ask  for 


.^ftEMON  CURD 

AT  YOUR  OWN  STORED 


THE  POWER  OF  THE 
MOVEMENT. 

Every  week  that  passes  brings  fresh  evidence  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  task  that  lies  before  the  co-operative 
movement,  and  the  great  personal  responsibility  that 
attaches  to  every  individual  co-operator.  

A week  hence  many  co-operators,  entrusted  by  their 
societies  with  the  duty  of  creating  and  moulding  public 
opinion,  will  be  assembled  at  Brighton. 

What  will  be  their  attitude  ? Will  they  think  that 
co-operation  is  a little  thing  or  a tremendous  power  ? 
Will  they  agree  that  other  things  are  more  essential 
to  human  progress,  or  will  they  conclude  that  the  one 
force  that  counts  is  the  force  that  lies  in  the  co- 
operative principle  ? 

The  decisions  of  the  Brighton  Congress  will  give  us 
some  indication  of  where  these  delegates  stand,  and, 
inferentially,  of  where  the  movement  stands  ; for  the 
movement  cannot  dissociate  itself  from  the  expressions 
and  decisions  of  its  representatives  at  Congress.  Some 
delegates  go  there  instructed  in  accordance  with  the 
wisdom  of  their  constituents  ; some  go  uninstructed. 
Some  may  have  been  elected  because  their  attitude 
ton  *:ds  co-operative  and  social  problems  is  known  ; 
some,  of  course,  will  go  with  a carle  blanche.  Others,  it 
is  true,  will  go  simply  because,  according  to  rota,  it  is 
their  turn.  In  every  case,  however,  they  are  responsible 
to  their  societies,  and  in  every  case  their  societies  are 
responsible  for  them  ; and  we  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
delegates  will  rise  to  the  occasion. 


agencies  have  done  their  best  there  will  remain  $ 
thing  to  be  done  which  our  movement  alone  can  do  ^ 
We  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Brighton  Confess 
realise  these  facts,  realise  the  power  of  the  mV 


win 

enient, 


and  urge  co-operators  throughout  the  country  to  mV 
full  use  of  that  ‘great  power.  ^ 


If  they  need  any  inspiration  they  have  only  to  look 
around.  We  see  co-operative  factories  idle  because  co- 
operators  are  not  buying  co-operative  goods.  We  find 
co-operative  employees  on  the  unemployed  list  for  the 
same  reason.  The  co-operative  sense  is  lacking  some- 
where. Can  we*not  get  down  to  hard  facts  at  Brighton, 
and  recognise  that  the  movement  is  a co-operation  of 
individuals  whose  aggregate  contribution  to  the- welfare 
of  the  community  depends  upon  every  co-operator’s 
sense  of  kinship  with  his  fellows  ? 

Because  we  do  not  Cooperate,  trade  has  gone  down. 
It  may  be  in  many  cases  because  of  a lack  of  co-operation 
among  the  rank  and  file  which  leaves  goods  unsold,  or 
it  may  be  due  to  a lack  of  co-operation  between  those 
associated  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  which  gives 
the  rank  and  file  an  excuse  for  defection.  That  lack  of 
co-operation  may  be  due.  to  want  of  knowledge  and 
understanding,  or  it  may  be  due  to  rank  disloyalty  ; but 
whatever  its  cause,  it  ought  to  be  removed.  One  who 
does  not  practise  co-operative  loyalty  to  his  own  society 
and  unfailing  loyalty  to  the  principles  of  the  movement, 
cannot  be  loyal  to  a Co-operative  Commonwealth,  for 
the  Commonwealth  can  only  be  safe  when  built  upon 
the  rock  .of  loyalty.  A society’s  business  is  to  cover  its 
district  with  a complete  co-operative  community.  A 
nation  covered  with  a network  of  such  societies  will 
be  a nation  with  the  co-operative  sense ; and  that 

-operative  sense  will  save  societies  and  nations  alike 
from  disaster. 

We  have  almost  tired  pointing  out  what  a glorious 
opportunity  for  establishing  the  peace  of  the  world 
was  presented  by  the  Genoa  Conference  if  those  present 
there  could  be  induced  to  accept  the  co-operative 
principle  for  their  guide.  They  refused  to  do  so  ; and 
the  result  is  that  the  Conference  has  b?come  little  more 
than  another  failure  which  only  fell  a little  short  of 
being  a disaster. 

Life  for  many  seems  to  be  a succession  of  similar 
failures.  People  start  out  to  do  things  ; but  allowing 


NOTES -AND  NOTIONS. 

PRIVILEGE  AND  LAW. 

The  Privileges  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  on  second 
thoughts,  have  .decided  that  Vicountess  Rhondda  i»-not  eligible 
to  sit  in  the  Upper  House.  The  decision  is  not  directed  ng»iIU,t 
her  particularly,  but  against  the  “ weaker  ” 6ex  as  n whole 
The  Committee  stated  the  traditional  prejudice  against  tb- 
widening  of  the  privileges  of  the  Peerage.  The  Sex  Disqualifies 
t ion  Act  was  passed  to  break  down  sex  barriers.  The  Privilege, 
Committee  of  the  gilded  chamber  have  decided  to  preserve  thmi 
so  far  as  their  preserves  are  concerned.  The  law  has  thrown 
over  its  prejudices,  and  women  are  now  eligible  for  the  Bar 
Being  eligible  for  the  Bar — as  was  pointed  out  by  King’s  Counsel 
before  the  Lords  Committee — a woman  is  no  longer  debarred 
by  law  from  the  exercise  of  any  public  function  or  any  judicial 
office.  A woman  may  therefore  become  a judge— women  are 
already  magistrates — and  if  one  may  become  a judge,  ono  may 
become  a Lord  (or  Lady)  of  Appeal.  The  Lords  of  Appeal  are 
entitled  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Peers  ; and  by  last  week's  decision 
the  Privileges  Committee  have  decided  a woman  on  the  Appeal 
Bench,  for  example,  is  not  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  dignity  as 
a man  on  the  same  bench.  A woman  in  the  House  of  Peeis  would 
be  no  more  useless  than  some  of  the  males  already  there.  The 
Second  Chamber,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  a contradiction  of 
our  pretensions  to  democracy,  and  we  are  not  eager  to  make  it 
easy  for  more  people  to  enter  it.  The  decision  of  the  Privileges 
Committee,  however,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a direct  flout- 
ing of  the  Sex  Disqualification  Act,  and,  as  such,  it  ought  to  be 
vigorously  assailed  in  the  Commons.  There  is  no  purpose  In 
making  laws  that  are  intended  to  apply  all  round  if  a committee 
on  “ privileges  ” is  to  be  allowed  to  defy  them. 


TRADE  UNIONS  AND  POLITICS. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Friday,  last  week,  a Bill  to  inter- 
fere with  the  political  activities  of  trade  unions  passed  its  second 
reading.  The  Bill  had  a substantial  majority  for  a private 
member’s  measure.  If  the  present  Parliament  does  not  dis- 
solve soon  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  further  attempts,  on  the  part 
of  reactionaries,  to  curb  the  organisation  of-  political  funds  of 
working-class  organisations.  It  is  no  argument  in  favour  of  tlio 
Bill  to  say  that  trade  unions  were  not  brought  into  existence  for 
political  purposes.  Neither  were  co-operative  societies,  and  the 
same  might  be  said  of  some  wealthy  organisations  of  capital— such 
as  the  Federation  of  British  Industries.  Any  body  which  is 
assailed  in  Parliamentj-or  whose  opponents  use  Parliament  for 
their  own  purposes,  must  be  left  free  to  organise  memboisliip 
and  funds  for  its  own  protection.  We  shall  be  surprised  if  the 
Bill  now  put  forward  ever  finds  its  way  on  to  the  Statute  Book, 
but  if  it  does,  there  will  almost  certainly  be  trouble  which  the 
Government  may  find  it  difficult  to  repair. 

ASLEEP  IN  THE  DEEP. 

“ The  death  roll  is  now  put  at  fifteen  passengeis,  twenty 
white  officers  and  crew,  and  fifty  lascars.”  So  reads  one  sum- 
mary of  the  loss  of  life  caused  by  the  collision  of  the  P.  and  0. 
liner  “ Egypt”. and  a French  tramp  vessel.  The  casually  lint 
almost  recalls  the  war  days  when  6uch  happenings  were  expected. 
The  tragedy  is  deplorable ; but  the  one  bright  gleam  in  the 
whole  thrilling  story  of  the  wreck  is  in  the  heroism  recorded. 
“ Here  you  arc,  madam,”  said  a printer  who  took  off  his  life- 
belt and  gave  it  to  a woman.  “ Don’t  worry  ! ” said  a Blackburn, 
man  to  his  wife  as  he  gave  his  place  in  a life-boat  to  a woman 
who  narrowly  escaped  being  left  behind.  That  was  the  last 
heard  of  either  of  these  chivalrous  men  ; but  they  arc  the  type 
one  would  wish  to  live.  ♦ « * 

WORTHY  OF  ATTENTION. 

One  point  brought  out  at  the  district  conference,  held  at 
Winsford  (Cheshire),  on  Saturday,  was  this : That  the  " Co- 
operative News”  refuses  to  publish  advertisements  which  ore 
likely  to  retard  the  co-operative  productive  development ; ami 
yet  many  societies  display  in  their  windows  the  very  goods 
to  which  the  advertisements  refer.  If  the  attitude  of  the 
“ News  ” is  the  correct  one,  what  must  be  said  oftlie  societies 
which  act  contrariwise  ? It  may  be  that  neither  the  English 


themselves  to  be  guided  by  fashion,  or  vanity,  or  self-  j nor  l*ie  Scottish  G.W.S.  is  in  a position  at  the  moment  to  meet 


seeking  they  realise  when  too  late  that  they  have  gone 
the  wrong  way.  Those  in  whose  hands  the  destinies 
of  nations  lie  for  the  time  being  have  tried  all  kinds  of 
variations  of  the  old  ideas,  and  have  accepted  numerous 
modifications  of  the  old  formula?.  The  one  guide  they 
have  refused  to  follow  has  been  the  only  one  that  will 
count  in  the  end. 

Our  co-operative  educational  organisations  throughout 
the  world  have  been  teaching  the  multitude  that  no 
man  is  a law  unto  himself ; that  we  are  all  interdepen- 
dent, and  that  the  nations  of  men  are  also  interdepen- 
dent. The  movement  which  impregnates  its  members 
with  such  verities,  which  makes  them  realise  the  power 
latent  in  their  own  co-operation,  will  convince  the  world 
that  nothing  can  stand  before  a co-operative  democracy. 

The  records  of  the  past,  and1  the  strictest  scrutiny 
of  the  articles  of  our  co-operative  creed,  will  convince 
thoughtful  men  that  there  is  nothing  which  cannot  be 
achieved  by  the  co-operation  of  the  multitude,  and  that 
no  achievement  of  any  value  to  the  common  people 
has  ever  come  except  through  theft  own  co-operative 
effort. 

The  co-operative  movement  has  done  for  the  people 
what  no  other  movement  has  done.  As  Sir  Thos. 
Allen  pointed  out  at  last  Congress,  when  all  other 


all  the  requirements  of  societies  from  their  productive  works; 
but  it  will  hardly  be  denied  that  in  many  stores  the  goods  of 
private  makers  get  quite  as  good  a show  if  not  better  than  thrs-o 
made  by  the  Wholesale  Societies.  If  societies  stimulate  the 
demand  for  any  given  article,  it  either  means  more  trade  for 
the  Wholesale  Societies  and  less  for  outside  firms  or  vice  versa. 
The  same  reasoning  applies  to  the  “ Co-operative  News.”  Private 
traders  who  are  now  excluded  from  its  advertisement  columns 
would  jump  at  the  offer  of  space,  and  the  terms  agreed  u [»n 
would  enrich  the  X.C.P.S.  considerably.  The  directors  would 
rather  help  than  hinder  the  development  of  co-operative  produc- 
tive enterprises,  even  though  they  lose  revenue  thereby ; but 
progress  is  not  accelerated  by  one  part  of  the  movement  going 
forward  and  another  part  going  backwards.  The  matter  i* 
certainly  worthy  of  consideration,  and  thanks  are  due  to  Mr. 
W.  H.  Brown  for  raising  it  at  Winsford. 

CORPORATION  PROFITS  TAX. 

Since  the  Central  Board  report  to  Congress  went  to  press 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  have  issued  a supplementary 
report  relative  to  the  corporation  profits  tax.  It  is  therein 
Stated  that  negotiation*  have  liec-n  proceeding  with  the  Revenue 
Authorities,  and  that  a computation  for  the  tax  as  applied  W 
co-operative  societies  has  been  arrived  at.  Concessions  obtained  - 
are  described  as  “ import""*  and  of  considerable  value.1' 
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When  the  ‘‘  Woman’s  Corner”  was  commenced  in  the  “ Co- 
operative News  ” in  1883,  Mrs.  Arthur  Dyke  Acland,  the  first 
editor,  wrote : 1‘  What  arc  women  urged  to  do  when  co-opera- 
tive meetings  are  being  held  ? ‘ Come  and  buy'  that  is  all. 
That  lirst  article  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Women’s  Co-opera- 
tive Guild,  of  which  Miss  Margaret  Llewelyn  Davies  was  general. 
Kcrctary  from  1SS9  till  1921— the  period  of  the  Guild’s  greatest 
j activity  and  usefulness.  Times  and  thoughts  have,  changed, 
i The  woman  is  still  asked  to  “ come  and  buy,”  but  she  is  assessed 
it  a higher  value  than  a messenger ; she  is  accepted  as  a com- 
rade, /councillor,  and  a leader  ; Miss  Davies  has  been  called  to 
the  highest  position  of  honour  the  movement  has  in  its  gift; 
and  the  Woman. with. the  Basket  has,  at  last,  been  enthroned. 

The  throne”  has  found  a worthy  occupant.  If  the  co- 
operative movement  were,  a State,  heredity  might  count  for 
i something ; .but  in  this  “ State  within  a State  ” heredity  counts 
(or  little.  Nevertheless,  the  Brighton  Congress  President  owes 
Lomething  to  heredity.  To  it  she  owes  her  early  consciousness 
of  social  duties  and  obligations.  The  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John 
Llewelyn  Davies,  then  pursuing  his  sacred  mission  at  Marylcbone, 
?he  had  every  opportunity  of  acquiring  the  social  virtues  at  her 
•father's  knee.  Her  father,  afterwards  the  writer  of  The 
[Working  Men’s  College,  1854—1904,”  and  of  other  works,  was 
in  the  heart  of  the  Christian  Socialist  group.  The  co-operative 
! movement,  owed  enormously  to  some  members  of  that  group 
Hughes,  Neale,  Ludlow,  and  Maurice — for  their  example  of 
f.  personal  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  others,  for  the  enlightened 
I minds  they  brought  to  their  work  of  social  service.  The  man 
1 of  childlike  heart,  knightly  loyalty,  of  the  most  humane  geniality, 
and  of  the  simplest  Christian  faith,”  was  how  the  father  of 
he  Congress  president  wrote  of  Tom  Hughes  when  F.  Denison 
laurice  brought  the  author  of  11  Tom  Brown’s  Schooldays  into 
little  circle  engaged  in  running  a night  school  for  men.  J. 
M.  Ludlow  described  Frederick  Denison  Maurice  as  towering 
spiritually  by  head  and  shoulders  over  the  rest  ” of  that  little 
group.  Maurice  taught  that  “ God’s  order  was  mutual  love  and 
fellowship,  while  selfishness  and  competition  were  the  direct 
results  of  man’s  disorder.”  He  also  taught  that  human 
society  is  a body  consisting  of  many  members,  not  a collection 
of  warring  atoms.”  There  we  have  co-operative  philosophy, 
the  basis  of  our  whole  co-operative  gospel,  whether  in  respect  of 
I distribution,  production,  education,  government,  national  or 
■ international.  The  writer  of  those  maxims-  was  the  intimate 
friend  of  the  Rev.  J.  LI.  Davies,  and  the  god-father  of  the 

Congress  president. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  a young  girl  who  lived  in  the 
atmosphere  of  such  thought  should  follow  the  co-operative  path 
when  her  own  choice  had  to  be  made. 

She  studied  for  two  years  at  Girton.  It  would  not  be  true 
to  say  she  finished  her  education  there,  for  she  acquired  much 
in  her  association  with  the  working  women  of  the  co-operative 
[ movement  in  the  years  that  have  intervened  since  she  left 
I Girton.  There  was  plenty  of  scope  for  her  altruist  spirit  in 
Marylebone.  She  joined  the  Marylcbone  eo-operative  stores, 
®nd  immediately  became  a eo-operative  propagandist.  She 
interested  herself  with  some  of  her  college  friends  in  efforts  to 
teach  the  working  women  to  help  themselves  by  establishing 


profit-sharing  workshops  like  those  advocated  hv  her  father’s 
friends,  hut  thought  and  experience  taught  her  that  there  was 
greater  hope  for  economic  redemption  through  the  consumers’ 
form  of  co-operation. 

By  the  end  of  1883  the  Co-operative  Women’s  League,  estab- 
lished at  the  Congress  of  that  year,  had  three  branches.  By 
1886  Marylcbone  branch  was  established.  Miss  Davies  became 
a member  shortly  atter'its  inception,  aod  a year  later  she  became 


operative  women  ; and  the  projected  International  Co-operative 
Women’s  Guild,  long  talked  of,  took  definite  shape  at  Basle  last 
year  largely  through  the  active  effort  of  Mis!  Davies. 

To  have  held  the  seals  of  office  and  to  have  discharged  the 
duties  of  secretaryship  with  general  acceptance  during  t hat  long 
period  is  an  achievement  of  which  the  Congress  president  may 
well  he  proud. 

The  files  of  the  “ News  ” bear  witness  to  the  Congress  presi- 
dent's activities  in  one  form  or  another.  Much  of  her  work  was 
done  unknown  to  the  movement  at  large.  It  would  scarcely  be 
possible  to  estimate  the  number  of  papers  sent  out  by  the  general 
secretary  for  discussion  at  Guild  conferences,  and  sufficient 
energy  followed  those  papers  to  make  them  powerful  factors  in 
co-operative  developments,  in  widening  policy,  and  in  new  co- 
operative^enterprises.  The  most  noteworthy  effort  wus  the 
enterprise  at  Sunderland  which  was  intended  to  bring  co-opera* 
tion  to  the  very  poorest.  There  was  not  only  a co-operutivo 
store,  but  a settlement,  in  which  the  poorest  of  the  women  were 
to  be  made  to  feel  at  home.  The  general  secretary  of  the  Guild] 
whose  advocacy  of  “ Co-operation  for  the  Poor  ” and  “ The  Opeit 
Door  ” had  made  co-operative  committees  inquire  seriously  into 
the  whole  relationship  of  the  poor  to  the  societies,  was  personally 
in  charge  of  the  organisation  of  the  Sunderland  settlement  for 
three  months,  and  her  aim  was  to  discharge  lier  duty  not  by 
standing  on  a pedestal  and  inviting  those  crippled  with  poverty 
to  climb  up  to  her,  but  to  get  down  among  them  and  help  to 
push -.them  up. . " * 

The  movement  will  never  know  how  imieh/of  the  general 
secrelary’s  mind  and  vigour  were  .behind  the  inti-credit  cam- 
paign, the  minimum  wage  cainpaign,  the_  open  memberahip 
campaign,  the  fight  for  the  abolition  of  entrance  fees,  and  many 
other  campaigns  with  which  the  Guild  has  been  identified. 

Her  energies  have  been  expended  also  in  perfecting  Guild 
organisation.  Hjci/ was 'very  largely  the  driving  power  behind 
the  demand  of  the  women  for  equal  consideration  with  male 
members  of  societies.  In  her  contributions  to  the  "News”  in 
recent  years'  her  incessant  appeal  to  the  movement  has  been  to 
recognise  the  tremondons  opportunities  that  lay  before  co- 
operation if  co-operation  would  only  shake  iteelf  awake  and 


Miss  Llewelyn  Davies. 


| grasp  these  opportunities. 

1 While  her  co-operative  labours  have  been  so  many  i 


its  secretary.  In  1887  she  was  elected  to  the  Central  Committee, 
and  in  1889  she  succeeded  to  the  general  secretaryship  on  the 
retirement  of  Mrs.  Lawrenson,  of  Woolwich. 

In  her  own  book  on  ” The  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild, 
1883 — 1904,”  which  marked  the  coming-of-age,  Miss  Davies 
humbly  refers  to  the  change  in  the  following  passage  : “ In  1889 
Mis.  Lawrenson  resigned  her.  post  of  general  secretary,  and  her 
place  was  taken  by  the  present  writer,  who  gained  her  first  co- 
operative experience  among  the  co-operators  of  Marylebone.” 
Her  home  that  year  was  removed  from  London  to  Kirkby  Lons- 
dale, Westmorland.  At  that  time  there  were  only  fifty  branches 
of  the  Guild,  and  only  seven  of  these  were  in  the  north.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Miss  Davies  the  Guild  grew  to  1,000  branches, 
with  a combined  membership  of  50,000  ; it  was  accepted  by  the 
co-operators  of  other  countries  as  a model  organisation  for  co- 


to 


bewildfr  most  onlookers,  this  year’s  Congress  president  lias  found 
time  tx>  look  further  afield.  Tht;  anti-sweating  movement  has 
found  her  almost  indispensable  ; she  has  helped  to  raise  to  a 
question  of  first-rate  importance  the  position  of  the  married 
working  woman ; while  claiming  equality  with  men  for  the 
women  of  the  co-operative  movement,  she  has  also  given  her 
powerful  help  to  the  cause  of  woman's  enfranchisement  and  lias 
made  many  women  realtee  for  the  first  time  that  health,  housing, 
education,' and  the  care  of  the  child  are  questions  that  should 
be  their  first  concern. 

With  a record  like  this  to  her  credit,  delegates  to  the  Congress 
may  be  pardoned  if  they  await  the  presidential  address  with 
expectant  interest  for  a candid  estimate  of  where  the  movement 
stands,  and  what  is  expected  of  it  and  its  members.  As  the 
first  woman  to  preside  at  a Co-operative  Congress,  the  delegates 
will  give  her  a whole-hearted  welcome. 


jj:.; *$3;-$  ggs  v g g g 

The  Path  to  Glory.  Li 


HOW  CO-OPERATIVE  WOMEN  HAVE 
MADE  GOOD. 


; g SC-'l  .V  : y g g^Sgg  i gg  -i‘ ggg  g 9 ■ 

I r^HE  Section  of  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  as  president  of  the 
| ®Dgress  is  described  above  as  the  enthronement  of  the  Woman 
I the  Basket.  The  path  to  tjie  tlirone  has  not  been  all  roses, 
j ‘•w  Woman  with  the  Basket  has  had  to  carve  her  way  to  the 
I torone. 


The  Guild  was  established  in  1883.  By  1834  Mrs.  Lawrenson 
Mrs  Skeldoq  were  elected  to  the  educational  committee  of 


I J[°°l'rich  Society,  and  a correspondent  to  the  “ Woman's 
I tor— 


| «'Jr?er  °*  *ke  ” News  ” was  hold  enough  to ^uA^t  th^ /;  there 
| Sht  to  be  women  on  the  store  committees,”  The  first  mention 


of  progress  in  that  direction  seems  to  be  made  in  the  Guild  report 
for  1891,  where  it  is  recorded  that  there  were  then  57  Guild 
members  on  educational  committees,  and  5 on  management 
committees.  In  1889,  however,  it  was  recorded  that  in  several 
districts  Guild  representatives  were  to  be  invited  to  conferences  i 
in  future ; the  Southern  Sectional  Board  had  adopted  the  j 
same  plan ; and  guildswomen  were  on  the  committee  of  the 
National  Co-operative  Festival. 

Mrs.  Lawrenson  was  able  to  secure  election  to  the  Southern  j. 
Sectional  Board  ii\  1893.  ten  years  after  the  establishment  of 
the  Guild!  A little  later  Miss  Catherine  Webb  became  chairman 
of  the. Southern  Section,  and  the  traditional  dread  of  having  i 
women  members  of  the  Central  Board  seems  to  have  died. 

The  women  have,  however,  been  gaining  ground.  They 
gradually  began  to  be  ek-cted  more  freely  as  society  delegates, 
and  (less  perceptibly)  as  delegates  to  Congress ; they  fought  j 
their  way  on  to  committees  of  the.  district  associations  and  on 
management  committees.  When  the  Guild  came  of  age  in  1904 
the  United  BfD&rdofLthe  Co-operative  Upjoithad  Miss^popner  a#If, 
its  chairman  ; two  women  were  members  of  the  Central  Educa- 


tion  Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union  ; there  were  eleven 
members  of  the  Guild  on  the  Educational  Committees’  Associa- 
tion ; one  woman  (Mrs.  Gasson)  was  secretary  of  the  South 
Metropolitan  District  Association;  three  women  sat  on  the 
committee  of  the  Convalescent  Homes  Association  ; there  were 
thirty  women  members  of  management  committees,  238  women 
members  of  educational  committees,  and  between  sixty  aud 
seventy  women  delegates  to  the  C'.W.S.  meetings. 

Since  then  even  greater  progress  has  been  made.  To-day, 
there  are  207  tfomen  on  Management  Committees,' and  970 
on  Educational  Committees.  There  are  two  women  member* 
on  the  committee  of  the  National  Co-Operative  Publishing 
Society ; two  months  ago  the  _ first  woman  member  took 
her  seat  as  a director  of  tbe  C’.W.S. ; and  now  the  accession 
to  the  presidential  chair  of  the  Co-operative  Congress  appears 
to  be  a crowning  glory.  n . . 

• But ; It  is  a long  time  since  the  W oman  with  the  Basket 

took  down  the.  shutters  at  Toad-lane,  and  the  women  who  have, 
|m  n placed  in  positions  of  responsibility  by  the  votes  of  aoeicty- 
membera  is.only  a small  proportion  of  the  number  eUtpbtc. 


■ 
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MR.  NORMAN  ANGELL 

AN  OUTSTANDING  FIGURE  IN 
POLITICS  AND  AFFAIRS. 

TO  SPcAK  AT  THE  EDUCATIONAL 
MEETING. 

By  inviting  Mr.  Norman  Augell  to  bo 
the  principal  speaker  at'  tli3  educational 
demonstration,  the  Co-operative  Ui 
have  paid  a just  tribute,  to  an  outstanding 
and  distinguished  figure  i.i  ccntempoi 
p.oliti  s and  afTairo.  There  are  few-  living 
men  who  combine  in  just  the  same  fashion 
the  qualities  of  wide  knowledge,  sane  tlea 
vision,  passion  for  justice,  social  and 
economic,  and  profound -belief  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  democracy,  as  does  INI r.  Angell 
and  there  are  very  few  men  who  have  his 
courage,  persistency,  and  consistency. 

Ralph  Norman  Ange’l  Lane— his  full  name 
— was  born  in  Franco,  spent  most  of  his 
early  days  there,  and  then,  in  his  late 
youth,  went  to  Western  America,  where  he 
spent  several  adventurous  years  in  mining 
and  cattle  ranching.  Afterwards  he  entered 
journalism,  and  won  distinction  first 
the  United  States  - and  later  in  France 
again.  It  was  during  his  sojourn  in  the 
French  capital,  equipped  with  a good 
deal  cf  experience  of  the  world  (and 
particularly  of  international  politics 
anc^  finance),  that  he  startled  the  world 
with  his  book,  • “ The  Great  Illusion.” 
Published  just  twelve  years  ago,  this  book, 
which  was  translated  into  nearly  every 
modern  tongue  and  sold  by  the  hundred 
thousands^  told  nations  then  rapidly  pre- 
paring for  war  that  .though  it  was.  not  im- 
possible, war  was  stupid,  foolish,  wasteful, 
ineffective ; that  in  the  then  existing 
organisation  of  society  one  Power  could 
not  enrich  itself  by  seizing  or  destroying 
the  wealth  of  • another  without  inflicting 
damage  on  itselif  costing  much  more  than 
' the  indemnity  or  the  territory  exac  ted. 

An  enormous  number  of  people  believed 
him.  Norman  Angellism  became  a cult, 
and  he  was  received  by  the  thoughtful 
people  of  at  least  two  continents  with  warm 
approval.  Then  came  the  war,  and  in  the 


Who’s  Who  at  Congress. 


MEN  WHO  HAVE  PREPARED  THE  WAY. 

SOME  PROMINENT  PERSONALITIES  IN 
LIMELIGHT. 


THE 


Temple,  or  hearing  him  at  a public  meeting, 
or  reading  his  cold,  calm  analyses  as  they 
appear  in  print,  one  is  impressed,  fust  and 
foremost,  by  this  remarkable  man’s  deadly 
logic,  his  passion  for  reason,  his  devotion 
to  truth.  These  are  the  qualities  that  rule 
his  life  and  his  work.  This  little  man, 
now  well  into  middle  life,  with  the  clear- 
cut,  clean-shaven  features,  the  searching 
eyes,  the  quite  extraordinary  power  of 
concentration,  insists  upon  our  recognising 
things  as  they  are^  not  as  they  might  be. 
or  as  we  would  have  them  be.  And,  though 


&999999&S& 

THE  REV.  T.  RHONDDA 
WILLIAMS. 

A PREACHER  WHO  HAS  QUEUES 
FOR  HIS  SERVICES. 

SECURED  FOR  THE  P.S.A, 

The  Arrangements  Committee  have  been 
singularly  fortunate  in  having  secured  the 


Mn.  George  Major. 


he^is  a Socialist,  a profound  believer  in 
democratic  institutions,  he  is  one  of  the 
last  men  on  earth  to  suggest  that  all  is 
ight  with  democracy.  What  lie  wants — 
and  he  says  it  with  great' force  in  his  latest 
book,  “ The  Press  and  the  Organisation 
of  Society,”  referred  to  in  the  ” News 
recently — is  an  educated  and  informed 
democracy,  buoyant,  self-reliant,  whose 
instinct  is  disciplined  by  reason.  He  is, 
in  fact,  one.  of  the  best  -and  truest  friends 
of  -the  ’people,  . and  one  whose  power,  we 
may  be  thankful,  is  not  yet  by  any  means 
exhausted.  • George  A.  Greenwood. 


madness  of  it  lie  was  sent  to  the  wilderness, 
people  making  the  stupid  blunder  of 
imagining  that  he  had  said  it  was  impos- 
sible, when  all,  the  time  he  had  said,  that 
in  an  armed  world  it  was  probable— but 
that  it  was  profitless. 

For  more  than  four  years  Mr.  Angell 
luul  to  bear  misrepresentation,  odium,  and 
abuse.  Then  came  the  Armistice,  and 
afterwards  the  Peace  of  Versailles,  followed 
by  the  almost  total  collapse  of  inter- 
national credit,  the  world  trade  depression 
unparalleled  in  our  industrial  history. 

Mr.  Angell  has  for  four  years  been  quietly 
coining  into  his  own  again.  He  could  so 
easily  have  said  to  those  millions  who  had 
spurned  him,  *•  I told  you  so.”  and  once  I 
asked  whether  he  did  not  feel  like  adminis- 
tering that  rebuke.  “ No.”  lie  replied, 
“ "’V  should  I?  It  would  be  so  footling; 
it  would  achieve  nothing.” 

Instead  of  doing  that  he  has  written 
another  bdbk  almost  as  striking  re  his  first 
— Tv  Fruits  or  Victory.”  he  calls  it— 
and  it  is  a most  complete  justification  of 
the  teaching  of  The  Great  Illusion.” 

The  outlier  will  thus  appear  on  the 
Hi  igl.iton  platform  as  that  rare  personality, 
a prophet  whose  prophecies  have  been  tested 
and  found  true.  But  Jie  is,  of.  course,  a 
great  deal  more  than  that.  Whether  one 
is  sitting  quietly  with  him  in  his  flat  in  the 


CONGRESS  VICE- 
PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  George  Major,  who  presided  at 
Scarborough  Congress,  will  be  vice-president 
at  Brighton  according- to  precedent. 

Mr.  Major  lias  been  a member  of  Ma&- 
borougli  Society  for  twenty -eight  years. 
Most  of  that  time  he  lias  bjen  a member 
of  the  committee,  and  he  was  elected  to 
the  chair  in  1916.  Since  1915  lie  lias  been 
a member  of  the  Central  Board,  but  lie  has 
had  about  sixteen  years  of  office  on  the 
District  Association.  He  has  an  excellent 
record  of  public  service  in  Rotherham,  but 
he  is  one  of  the  most  thoughtful  and  most 
painstaking  members  cf  the  Central  Board, 
and  in  his  presidential  address  at . Scar- 
borough he  strongly  urged  that,  before  it 
was  too  late,  some  attempt  should  be  made 
to  define  what  public  services  should  be 
discharged  by  voluntary  co-operation,  the 
municipality,  and  the  State,  respectively, 
so  that  all  vital  needs  might  be  supplied 
without  the  intervention  of  the  capitalist 
or  the  profiteer. 


Rev.  T.  Rhondda  Williams. 

services  of  the  Rev.  T.  Rhondda  Williams 
for  the  Congress  P.S.A. , at  which  the  Rev. 
G.  A.  Ramsay  is  to  preside. 

The  Rev.  T.  Rhondda  Williams  is  a 
notable  figure  in  Nonconformity,  and  ro 
much  a part  of  Brighton  tlut  great  num- 
bers of  visitors  tliere  go  almost  ns  a matter 
of  course  to  hear  one  who  is  undoubtedly 
among  the  greatest  pulpiteers"  of  his  time. 

For  Iiq  combines  many  gifts  of  much 
value.  Mr.  Williams  has  that  facility  lor 
oratory  so  general  among  the  sons  of  Wales 
— he  was  born  at  Cowbridge,  in  Glamorgan', 
a son  of  the  Manse,  in  I860 ; lie  has  deep 
learning ; and  a vast  reservoir  of  sympathy 
for  the  people  and.  their  causes 

Nearly,  all  his  life,  until  he  went  to  Union 
Church,  Brighton,  in  1909^  he  hud  ministered 
in  great  industrial  centres,  first  at  Neath, 
in  the  Welsh  coalfield,  and  from  1889  to 
1909  at  Bradford.  It  was,  I believe,  a con- 
sequence of  his ‘ministries  in  those  areas 
that  he  became  so  greatly  interested  in  the 
‘ condition  of  the  people”  problem,  and 
worked  eagerly  with  well-known  Labour 
leadens  to  get  wrongs  righted.  For  sonio 
years  he  Iras  been,  a member  of  the  Labour 
Party.  He  contested  Cambridge  against  Sir 
Eric  Gedjles  in  the  1918  election,  and  a poll 
of  nearly  4,000  in  such  a .constituency,  at 
such  a time,  with  such  an  opponent,  was  a 
great  tribute  to  the  man. 

Despite  his  persistent  social  interpreta- 
tion of  the  gefipei,  fashionable  Brighton  fills 
his  church  at  each- service.-  The  stronger  his 
condemnation  of  this  competitive,  anti-social 
order,  the  more  residents  and  visitors  seem 
to  like  it.  His  js  one  of  tile  rare  eases 
where  people  queue  patiently  to  hear 
sermons.  An  interesting  and  vital  figure, 
he  will  have  much  that  will  be  worth  hearing 
to  say  to  co-operators.  Q.  A.  G. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

Society,  this  being  his  first  co-operative 
appointment.  He  has  an  excellent  grip  of 
things,  and  had  proved  himself  something 
cf  an  organiser  even  before  lie  was  sub- 
jected to  the  acid  test  of  findijig  lodgings 
for  1.600  delegates,  finding  rooms  for  innu- 
merable meetings  and  holding  himself  in 
readiness  to  do  almost  everything  any 
delegate  cares  to  ask  him  to  do. 

” A man  of  modest  mien,  yet  a tower  of 
strength.” 

-That  was  how  Mr.  R.  Hibberd.  one  of 
the  three  secretaries  to  the’  Congress  Re- 
ception .Committee,  was.  described  when  he 
succeeded  Mr.  B.  Williams  as  the  secretary 
of  .the  Southern  Sectional  Board  in  1920. 


with  the  Pnrkstonc  and  Bournemouth 
Society,  filling  in  turn  the  positions  of 
committeeman,  president,  secretary,  and 
manager-secretary.  He  is  credited  with 
having  worked  wonders  for  the  society  which 
operates  so  successfully  on  the  South  Coast, 

Mr.  Hibberd  was  attracted  to  the  move- 
ment some  thirty-two  years  ago,  and  . is 
keenly  interested  in  its  edu.atfona]  activi- 
ties. He  became  a member  of  the  Southern 
Board  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Foulger 
(Ipswich)  in  1919. 

The  full  Reception  Committee  comprises 
representatives  of  the  Southern  Sectional 
Board,  the  .O.W.S.,  the  Women's  Guild, 
the  Men's  GujJjl,-  the  National  .Publishing 
§ooiety,  the  Productive  Federation,  and 


FROM  PIT-BOY  T0_ 

Wh„  , 

Mo  os  |„tb„v,  v" 
risen  to  be  ,c  * 

hf*  of h<£ 

ot  1 onuuous 

to-'lny.  Wh-.k,, 

1 e genial 
tmy  of  the  Curliw 
Society  ami  menib,. 
of  th»  Xonl,** 

Sect  ion  nl  B oa  r j 
(Mr.  (;.  Hiddl^  ^ 
on  the  sum*, 
is  something  n|„A 
must  be  left  to  ^ 
future  to  re\sy|_ 
It  is,  however,  on  record  that  lie  itn,i„i 
from  the  same  point— a coal  ]„j„0 

KibbleswiouTli,  iu  the  county  of  l)iti!iM0 

He  left  the  pit  to  become  a dork  and 
treasurer  to  the  Birtley  Society.  When  Mr 
J.  W.  King  (secretary  of  the  Ciulivh 
Society)  was  elected  director  of  the  ( \Vs 
Mr.  Riddle  was  appointed  to  succeed  aim 
That  was  in  the  July  of  1912. 

Sucli  in  a few  sentences  Ls  the  cu-operutive 
career  of  the  reader  of  the  only  paper  to  |.» 
submitted  to  Congress— a paper  entitled 
“The  Financial  Position  of  the  Co-ojierntiv^ 
Movement  iu  'Relation  to  New  Forms  n| 
Administration  in  Retail  Trade.” 


Mr.  G_Riddlb 


RECEPTION  COMMITTEE 
OFFICIALS. 

The  officials  of  any  Congress  Hc.cpiion 
Committee  Imve  a just  claim  to  le  nw.irild 
a fortnight's  rest-cure  at  the  ox  pain.  (,f 
the  movement,  but  their  usual  worrios  aro 
multiplied  when  the  Congress  is  to  bo 
attended  by  so  many  delegat.  ••  ns  mil 
assemble  at  Brighton.  Everybody  wliu 
any  trouble  at  all  writes  or  phono-  to,  nr 
calls  upon,  those  martyrs  to  (ho  publi  - 
service.  In' spite  of  the  long  Tmushino  a*. 
Brighton,  the  resident  officials  aro  believed 
to  have  paled  and  wilted  visibly  during  the 
-last  month  or  two. 

The  chairman  of  the  committee  (Mr,  W, 
E’dwards)  is  also  the  .president  d iho 


Mr.  W. 
" Mr.  R.  Hidderd. 


Edwards. 

Mb.  W.  Wilkinson. 


Before  then  he  was  prominently  associated  Brighton  and  other  neighbouring  sorietiea 


Brighton  Equitable  Society.  He  *** 
formerly  manager  of  the  society V outfitting 
department,  and  subsequently  he  reprt* 
seated  the  Idea!  Clothiers  for  some  time. 
Now  lie  is  employed  outside  the  movement. 
He  is  a first-rate  head  of  a committee  of 

push  and  go.” 

The  secretaries  are  three  in  number.  Mr. 
T.  Horrooks  (assistant  secretary  of  the 
Co-operative  Union)  is  not  included  in  our 
picture  gallery  became  he  is  almost  a f*r‘ 
manent  secretary  of  the  Reception  Com- 
mittee. He  is  the  ” Liu i son  officer 
between  the  Union  and  the  local  com* 
m it  tee  who  has  to  remember  all  that  h»* 
to  be  provided  for  at  Congress,  and  la**  10 
see  that  the  local  arrangement*  are  such  *’ 
will  meet  the  demands  of  Congress. 
has  done  the  work  so  often  that  he  earn** 
the  Congress  arrangements  in  his  head. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Wilkinson  (the  local 
tary)  would  swap  jobs  with  anybody  lefo** 
the  Copgres*  begins.  If  anybody  - lodging- 
don't  suit,  if  they  are  too  near  the 
too  far  away  from  the  front : if  the 
has  too  many  boarders  or  has  not  eno’iKJ 
to  be  jolly;  Me.  Wilkinson's  is  the  he* 
that'  is  asked  for.  However,  he  8el* 
through  the  job  smilingly.  He  is  the  **■* 
retary  of  the  Brighton  -Society,  aiul 
held  the  job  since.  1896,  Ip  the  pre***1  # ■ 
.year  he  joined  the  _£taff  of  the  . Brifbf* 
[Continued  on  second  column-] 
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The  Rota i.  Pavilion, 
Built  bv  George  IV. 
when  be  was  Prince  of 
Wales,  was  the  sea- 
side palace  of  the 
sovereigns  till  1850, 
when  the  Corporation 
bought  it  from  Queen 
Victoria. 


The  Pride  of  Sussex 


A PRESS  VIEW  OF  BREEZY  BRIGHTON. 


ITS  BEAUTY  SPOTS  AND  PLEASURE  HAUNTS. 


the  seaside  congress  town. 


E9  from  Widnes,  Wigan,:  Stoke, . 
nltbridge,  and  towns  not  quite  so 
' ,viH  commend  the  Scarborough  - 
on  their  choice  of  the' venue  for 
■L*  Congress,  just  as  those  who  went 
trough  commended  the’ choree  made 

r'.!y  =cem  to  give  Congress  a holiday 
‘ben  a place  like  Brighton  is  chosen 
t annual  assembly,  but  the  chief 
Tion  a holiday  re-sort  lias  for  the  dele- 
■ls  ti,at  there  is  usually  ample  lodging 
Imodation  to  he  had.  and  we  have 
" jevoral  Congresses  to  suffer  because 
' lcs  were  subjected  to  domestic  dis- 
torts during  their  stay, 
riehton  should  put  the  delegates  in 
humour  with  themselves  before  they 
iu  down  to  their  duties,  and  that  is  a 
factor  in  the  success  of -the  Congress. 

‘ mtors  who  flock  from  busy,  over- 
,de(i  smoke-polluted  towns  will  see 
thing:  o'  the  beauties  of  England  ns 
U Whirl  through  Surrey  and  Sussex.  If 
■j  travel  from  London  by  one  particular 

? n-|iich  does  not  advertise  in  the 

Kf5VS"— they  will  experience  something 
luxury  of  modern  business  men’s 
ims  If  tliey  .l>e  very  class  conscious, 
will  see  something  "of  the  style  in 
^ Big  Business  enjoys  itself  in  the 

[jghlfiil  Sussex  town,  and  will'  probably 
tie  hack  more  class  conscious  than  ever, 
ju-.c.  it  might  l>o  mentioned,  inciden- 
ts has  given  a footing  to  several  invnd- 
for ...  Those  best  remembered  were 
forces  led  by  William  the  Conqueror  in 
mid  those  led  by  Julius'  Caesar  in 

! |5.(- .- lor  Pevensey  challenges  Leal’s 

till  to  the  supposed  honour  of  having 
lowed  the  imperial  Roman  to  band.  This 
it  “ other  . lorcqs,”  invade  Sussex,  but 
tj  do  so  .with,  the  welcome  qf  .the.  Mayor 
A people  of  Brighton,  , The  writer  is 
opted  to  carry  the  reader  further  into 
mex—its  history,  .its  attractions,  its 
:md  clerical  associations.  its 
nances,  its  industries,  its  agriculture; 
it  lie  must  forbear1,  for  it  is  charmingly 
in  an  article  which  appears  in  the 
' Millgate  ” (now  ready ; price  Gd.; 


see  advts.  in  this  issue),  and  he  must  con- 
fine himself  to  Brighton. 

Brighton,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  re- 
sorts in  England,  and  the  pictures  accom- 
panying this  article  must  be  left  to  make 
up  for  the  writer’s  dearth  of  adjectives. 
The  town,  “two'  mile's  deep”  from  the 
sea  inland,  with  a front  extending  for 
three  miles  along  the  English  Channel  till 
it  joins  Hov<£— which  is  lie'  mean ''partner— 
houses  a resident  population  of  140.000 
wjiioh  is  to  the  suntmer  population  what 
Blackpool’s  winter  population  is  to  the' com- 
plete census  possible  on  August'  Bank 
Holiday. 

The  charm  of  Brighton  is  proved  rby  its 
having  been  a royal  residence  for  nearly 
seventy  years.  . Royalty  and  wealth.. xyiy 
always  be  .relied:  upon  to  pick  cqt  the  best 
hits  of  t\ie  . earth  for  their  resting  places. t 
If  Brighton  has  no  longer  a royal  residence, 
it  is  not  because,,  its  delightful  atmosphere , 
its  pleasant"  situation, *'its  ‘health-giving  or 
plea su re-pVo^fdiftg  * qoali'ties  'have  Waned,  ^ 
but  because  they  have  been'  found  ovfV  by*' 
other  p eo/pt e / -hu d"h'6ynl t'y  “oil ini ot-  dd'  with  - 
a crowd  bhen'  it  LWaatsr  jSbaoe*  ■ The  ’-in? . 
vigorat-ingain,  -the1  thHtKliug, -restless-,  •iiir- 
vitiug  sea; -the  shining  pebblijs-on  the  jyjadi... 
the  abundsmtc-shnqhjne  \vhicU.  in  ado  a- jviiter-- 
liken  Brvglfcton  to  Seville,  tj^  -genble  soutU.-; 
west  wind -that  blows  oiijperspiring  visitors,, 
the  glorious  downs  which  sjielter  the  town 
ftom  the  cold  northern  blasts — all- these  re- 
main as  glorious  and  as  constant  as  in  the 
days  wheat  George  IV.  made  a reputation 
among  the  townspeople  as  a bad  lad,  and 
when  Queen  Victoria  inhaled  the  ozone  at 
the  Royal  Pavilion. 

The  town  has  even  improved  since  those 
days.  Its  magnificent  front  has  been  con- 


structed, and  .gives  a majestic  road  nearly 
four  miles  in  length.  For  part  of  its  length 
it  is  the  King’s-road,  adorned  with  stately 
hotels  and  boarding  houses,'  with  shops  on 
which  Brighten  rather  prides  itself  leading 
from  the  Aquarium  to  Hove.  For  the  rest 
of  its  length  it  is  the  Marine  Parade,  which 
leads  to  an  eastern  suburb.  The  Parade 
is  a lordly  terrace  hung  on  a cliff,  and  be- 
tween it  and  the  sea  is  the  M(uleiia-road, 
■which  gives -one  of  ihe  favourite  drives  so 
much  beloved  by, invalids.  This  great  trout 
road  is  picked  out  with;  bejutitul  law-n«  and 
flower  beds, ...which  contrast  in  colour  with 
the  white  paint  .of  the  hotels  and  houses, 
and  lend  a_u  additional  charm.  As  if  the 
- front  thus  provided  did  notr  supply  oufffeieut, 
/pro  men  nde  §ccorn  mod  a tiQn , two  large  pier^ 
‘have  been. constructed,  on  which  therp  arc 
'theatres,  bandstands,  and  winter  gardens ; 
and  these  rirethe  Ifii'ppy  liiinting  ground  of 
'those  who,  do ’not  take  their  pleasures 
■'sadly.  ‘ . * t.  . ^ " 

The  Old  St  eyrie'  GjVdcB  s.  cine  UioVxilii- 
-sive  property  of  n.vivlty,  are  now  phbk’c 
property.'  and  jcou>:>tntfe  fine' of  the  f :v •* 
parks  owned:  by  th  - CVrrpi. ration.  One  of 
the  virtues,  of  ^Brighton,  in  the  mind  of 
•the  vi>iti5  i-i!im'  it  >-  almifdiihtly  supjtfiefl 
v?with  t hese~ public.  • realSlg  places.  , Kvendhe 

0 Co  ri g re ss  /-delegates . -.wiR' — find  -.  tkeniLclvas.- 

1 ready  to-giw-»-  v.ote  of-tliauks-jALa  thought... 
fal  Corporation,  for  the  gardens  upon  which 
the  Dome  opens  are  generously  provided 
with  benches.  There  are  splendid  facilities 
for  boating  and  fishing.  Motor  “ charas. 
and  trains  provide  ample  inenns  of  visiting 
places  noted  'for  their  beauty  within  eas'y 
reach  of  Brighton;  but  who  wants  these 
facilities?  Brighton  alone  will  Suffice,  and 
the  delegate  who  looks  around  will  endorse 


the  verdict  of  the  writer  of  eighty  years 
ago:  — 

All  the  world’s  in  surprise 

When  any  one  dies 

(Unless  lie  prefers  itl<— at  Brighton. 
Fair  Brighton  has  a past.  No  self  respect- 
ing town  in  the  south'  is  without  its  Roniuu 
relics;  and  Brighton’s  excavations  have 
•disclosed — co-operators  will  bo  happy  to 
hear — not  the  remains  of  a camp,  hut  a 
Roman  pottery.  There  is  a place  called 
Bristolmestune,  mentioned  in  Domesday 
Book,  and  proud  Brightonians  say  it  was 
their  town.  The  uame  has  struggled 
through  various  efforts  to  simplify  itself 
into  that  accepted  at  Scarborough  ns  the 
venue  of  this  yenr’s  Congress.  The 
“ News  ” reporting  staff  would  probably 
“down  tools”  if  they  had  to  report  tho 
civic  welcome  speeches  and  the  replies  if 
the  Domesdny  Book  version  still  remained. 
At  Scarborough  we  saw  the  effects  of  tho 
-German  bombardment ; but  the  French 
burned  Bright  i to  ruins  in  the  sixteenth 
/century.  Charles  II. 'had  an  old  Brighton 
friend  in  Captain  'Tatte fsri  11,  whose  ship 
..carried  him  to  France  in  1G51.  The  old 
.Cap’ll  lies  in  the  churchyard  of  St. 
Nicholas,  and’ if  there  are  delegates  from 
..the  Irish  Free  State,  they  will  be  interest'd 
jto  know  that  in  tho  same  churchyard  li:s 
Pha-be  lies- cl,  the  Amazon  who  fought  at 
.Font  -noy.  It  was  lo  -Gmigo  that 

^Brighton  owed  its  Roval  Pnviliou,  now  d. - 
voted  to  public  uses.  It  has  a magnificent 
suit.'  of  rooms,  available  fer  pubLc  fiuu- 
’vtioijs,  .and’  part  of  it  is  a nuts  cam.  Ih.s.' 
’are  I ?tter  uses  than  these  to  which  the 
■';gay  George  dcv<  ’.ed  the  Pavilion.  The  best 
■-thir.g  the  last  of  “ tile  four  Geov.zs”  did 
was  to  discover  Brighton  for  the  people  if 
London — Thackerny  says  o.  *«>’.  i h 1 ved 
t nearer  that  time.  Thackeray?  Charles 
- Dickens?  .Miss  Austen?  They  are  not  the 
only  writers  who  have  discovered  Brighton 
ami  made  their  characters  to  frequent  sonic 
well-known  rendezvous  in  the  “ best  of  all 
the  watering  places.” 

Well,  wo  hope  that  the  delegates,  when' 
they  seek  the  evening  air  after  their  arduous 
thought  in  the  Dome,  will  find  that  there 
are  some  "compensation^  in  being  a Congress 
delegate— nV  Brighton:  ' . ^ . ;. 


BRIGHTON 

AS  SEEN  THROUGH 

the  Camera. 


Queen’s  Park, 

The  property  jot  the  Corporation  <.JtenJ« 
over  fifteen  acres.  It  provides  public  Facili- 
ties for  tennis  and  howling,  and  is  charm- 
ingly laid  out. 


The  Victoria  Gardens, 

Ouo  of  the  many  beauty  spots  open  to  the 
public.  Formerly  part  of  the  Royal  Pavilion 
Estate. 


The  Public  Library.  Museum,  and  Ftnr  Art  Galleries. 
mo  of  tho  entrances  to  the  Dome.  The  Museum  and  Gallery  are 
i a visit.  The  Publicity  Department  is  situated  in  these  buildings. 


hr  Dome,  Whese  the  Conci 
>eautiful  gardens  behiud.  to 


RMS  MeWTINOS  ABE  TO  BE  HELD, 
which  the  delegates  will  have 


f 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. — Congress  Supplement. 


Present-day  Co  operation 


BRICHTONS  VIRILE  ORGANISATION. 


SOMETHING  ABOUT  THE  EQUITABLE  SOCIETY. 


of  the  society,  but  delegates  will  be  glad 
to  know  something  of  its  -character. 

There  lias  been  an  unmistakable  co-oj:era- 
tive  instinct"  in  those  leading  tlie  society, 
which  is  not  surprising  considering  the 
position  its  first  president  occupies  in  co- 
operative history.  When  it  suffered  losses 
at  the  end  of  its  first  year,  and  had  to  pull 

Continued  on  column  four,  page  five. 


Our  pictures  give  some  idea  of  the  handsome  branch  premises  owned  hv  the  Brighton  Societv  P'notogr.um-  *»»».-  ...  . 

show  respectively  the  sweet  counter,  grocery  counters,  and  an  exterior  view  of  the  Lewe^road  branch : whilst  the  reurlh  pal 

is  of. tile  Porrslade  branch. 


c • ibws  in  thk  Society  s Bakery. 

(1)  Sifting  the  flour  to  eliminate  foreign  matter.  (2)  A dough  moulding  ina  -hine.  (3) 
Range  of  two-deck  ovens. 


active  period  for  one  of  his  years.  For  a 
week  he  went  to  London  and  edited  the 
“ Sun.”  He  became  president  of  the 
National  Democratic  League,  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Land  Nationalisation 
Society.  In  190*2  lie  unveiled  the  c-o-ope: a- 
tive  monument  over  Owen’s  grave.  In 
1904  he  published  **  Bygor.es  Worth  Re- 
membering.” and  jinssively  resisted  pay- 
ment of  education  rates.  In  1905  he  had 
to  absent  himself  from  the  Paisley  Con- 
gress, but  lie  took  part  in  an  election  in 
Brighton;  lie  wrote  letters  and  articles  for 
the  ” Co-operative  News.”  the  ” Nineteenth 
Century,"  and  other  reviews,  and  finished 
his  last  edition  of  the  History  of  Co- 
operation.  ",  “ I have  cared  more  for  co- 
operation than  for  any  other  public 
movement . " lie  told  .Sir.  E.  O.  Greening, 
when  taking  farewell  of  him  at,  the  end  of 
his  ld&t  year  when  life  was  ebbing  out. 
Robert  Applegnrth  was-Holvoake’s  constant 
companion  during  the  last  months  and 
•lavs.  He  had  gone  to  live  at  Brighton 
because  Holyoake  ' had  gone  there.  The 
Grand  Old  Man  had  energy  enough  to  be 
interested  in  the  general  election  of  1906. 
but  his  light  went  out  before  t lie  results 
were  fully  known,  although  he  revelled  in 
the  initial  Liberal  successes. 

Eastern  Lodge  will  no  doubt  he  a place 
of  pilgrimage  during  Congress  week,  but 
there 'is  a happier  reminder  r(  Holyoake  in 
Brighton.  He  lias  left  in  the  town  a living 
monument  in  the  Brighton  Equitable 
Society,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders, 
anil  „qf  which  he  was  president  frem  its  be- 
-ginning  in  1S87  till  his  death  in  1906.  The 
(society,  in  spite  0f  the  incentive  given  by 
the  memories  of  the  ember  Brig), ton 
ventures  referred  to  in  another  article  in 
this  issue,  .had  a hard  low  to  hoe.  It  set 
up  its  headquartei  s in  North-road,  where 
it  remained  till  1906,  when  the  present 
central  premises  in  London-rond  were 
secured.  The  society’s  first  balance  sheet 
for  the  quarter  ended  in  August,  188.S— 
the  rules  were  not  registered  till  January, 


| Lady  Byron’s  Faith  in  the  People. 

HOW  SHE  HELPED  THE  MOVEMENT  FROM  CONCRESS  TOWN.  ! 
POETS  WIFE  AND  POLITICAL  MATTERS. 

.Ws.V'.-.  ~ • . . ...  fa 

The  following  article  is  suggested  by  the  fact  that  Lady  Byron,  alter 
separating  from  her  husband,  went  to  live  at  Brighton,  where,  through  Dr 
William  King,  who  acted  as  her  adviser  in  personal  and  business  matters  lor 
many  years,  she  became  acquainted  with  the  co-operative  movement. 


The  death  of  George  Jacob  .Holyoake  at 
Eastern  Lodge,  in  Camel  ford^street — a 
thoroughfare  that  runs  from  King's  Cliff 
at  the  Eastern  Promenade — makes  Brighton 
one  of  the  holy  places  of  co-operation.  The 
last  twenty  years  of  Holyoake’s  life  were 
spent  in  the  town,  and  from  his  window  he 
looked  out  iipon  the  sea,  so  symbolic  of 
lusty  freedom,  and  put  the  finishing  touches 
to  many  of  his  best  remembered  utter- 
ances. His  last  decade  was  it  wonderfully 


1888 — showed  average  weekly  sales  amount-, 
ing  to  £52  17s.  4d.,  on  which  there  was  a 
shilling  dividend  after  paying  bonus  to 
employees  and  making  a grant  to  the  edu- 
cational 'fund.  The  fourth  quarter  showed 
a loss  owing  to  differences  as  to  whether 
the  society  should  purchase  from  co-opera- 
tive agencies  or  from  ordinary  merchants. 
The  loyalists  won,  and  the  soVety  has 
retained  its  reputation  ever  since. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  traverse  the  history 


One  can  hardly  imagine  a greater  domestic 
tragedy  than  that  associated  with  the  names 
of  Lord  and  Lady  Byron. 

Miss  Milbanke  married  the  poet  in  January, 
1815,  but  at-  the  end  of  about  twelve  months 
she  left  him.  They  did  not  see  each  other 
again. 

No  good  purpose  will  be  served  in  recounting 
the  incidents  which  led  up  to  their  marriage 
and  separation  ; but  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Congress  is  being  held  in  the  town  where  Lady 
Byron  went  to  live  after  the  bonds  of  matii- 
mony  had  been  broken,  it  may  interest  dele- 
gates to  recall  her  ladyship’s  connection  with 
the  co-operative  and  other  social  movements. 

There  is  reason  for  believing  that  Lady 
Byron  was  the  main  financial  support  of  the 
fii-st  London  Co-operative  Trading  Association, 
which  was  formed  in  1824,  although  George' 
Jacob  Holyoake,  who  makes  reference  to  the 
existence  of  this  society ’in  his  ” History  of 
Co-operation,”  makes  ho  mention  of  Lady 
Byron's  connection  with  it. 

Congresses  of  co-operators  were  held  before 
the  Co-operative  Union  was  formed  in  1869, 
and  at  the  fourth — the  one  held  at  Liverpool 
in  1832 — Lady  Byron  provided  the.  money  to 
defray  the  cost  of  the  exhibition  of  co-opera- 
tive productions.  She  also  actively  assisted 
in  the  formation  of  a society  on  her  estates  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Chester. 

Huddersfield  co-operators  in  1831  n,<ked  the 
poet's  wife  to  edme  over  and  help  them,  and 
with  her  usual  generosity  she  responded.  The 
co-operators  suggested  a loan  of  £400  to  carry 
on  the  manufacture  of  woollen  goods,  and  she* 
promised  to  do  what  sho  could  in  the  way  of 
raising  the  money.  Meantime  she  placed  £100 
at  the  di-|>osal  of  the  committee.  Later,  she 
informed  Mr.  Hirst  (a  leading  official,  of  the 
Huddersfield  Co-operative  Trading  and  Manu- 
facturing Society)  'and  “.the  delegates"  that 
£500  was  now  ready  at  her  bankers  to  be 
advanced  as  a loan  to  the  Northern  Co-opera- 
tive Company, 

Evidently  the  delegates”  were  in  atten- 
dance at  the  London  Congress,  held  in  1832. 
Mr.  Hirst  was  present  on  behalf  of  Huddersfield, 
aiul  occupied  t he  chair  on  several  days.  He  was 
also  appointed  a missionary  to  disseminate  the 
principles  of  co-operation. 

It  is  on  record  that  the  loan  for  the  Hudders- 
field Society  was  provided  by  Miss  Chaloner, 
who,  Lady  Byron  informed  Mr.  Hirst,  ’*  has 
long  been  a friend  of  your  caiise.”  For  some 
reason  not  disclosed.  Miss  Chaloner  preferred 
to  help  the  society  secret iy.  for  it  was  stipu- 


lated that  her  name  should  not  be  made  publit 
“ ^ , '»ost  unpleasant  consequences  \Vouu 
result.” 

An  interesting  correspondence  p,ivse,l  ^ 
tween  Lady  Byron  and  Mr.  Hirst,  and  it  formol 
the  basis  of  a .striking  series  of  articles  which 
“G.  J.  H."  contributed  to  the  Co-opeiwin, 


Lvov  Byron. 

From  an  original  draw  ing  by  Fi eeiimiL  * 
'. published  in  1^33. 

News  ” in  the  first  two  n on  hs  of  1892. 
Therein  her  ladyship  disclosed  her  strong  belief 
in  co-operation  to  help  on  the  can  - ,,f  the 
workers. 

"Co-operation,”  she  wrote,  "hai 
afforded  me  tho  hope  of  doing  some  gcoJ 
with  the  means  placed  in  my  hands." 
.She  could  have  spent  Iter  money  in  man; 
.other  ways  without  incurring,  displ.  . are  Or 
censure,  but  she  realised,  as  is  only  ton  oftco 
forgotten,  that  wealth  carries  with  ii  .^ri- 
sibilities; that  the  people  who  Im\.  Iiould 
not  lie  unmindful  of  those  who  In..'  not; 
that  those  who  are  able  to  travel  iu..h»  life's 
highway  in  comfort  should  keep  a *ha. ; > loukeut 
for  those  who  are  forced  to  rest  by  tin  . ■ . ...hida 
Laly  Byron  informed  Mr.  Hirst  ili.it  she 
was  not  discouraged  by  finding  tlmi  tin  n-id- 
anne  site  gave  to  sonic  of  the  earlii  -i  ictio 
was  not  productive  yf  beneficent  result  . "for 
their  failure  seemed  to  lie  owing  to  inexjn  lienee 
and  miscalculation,  which  might  he  pic  von  to  1 
by  the  diffusion  of  more  practical  knowledge." 

She  also  made  it  quite  clear- to  Mr.  Hint 
where  she  stood  on  the  questions  of  c«i-o|icr*-, 
tion,  polities,  and  religion.  “ Co-opeiaiion,'1 
she.  declared,  ‘‘should  stand  aloof  from  sect* 
and  parties,  both  in  Ghuivh  and  Stare 


May  27,  1922. 


fTHE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. — Congress  Supplement, 


Bu  A.  E.  SMITH. 


Lift  up  the  drooping,  eyes,  behold  it ' comes,  . 

Slqwly~lul  sure’,  like  'to  d distant  tide, 

That  inch  by  inch  creeps  up  and  slowly'  runs, 
Floodin'g  the  lam l where  gentle  rivers  glide. 

The  kingdom" we  have  strained  our  eyes  to  see 
, Slowly  is  coming,  yet  full  sure  and  strong, 

When  nations  shall  be  one  and  inch  be  free / 
'Labour  a joy,  and  life  itself  a song. 

Lift  up  the  feeble  hands,  be  stout  and  brave, 

. Notj’et  the  battle  o’er,  or  victory  icon  ; 

*Tis  ours  to  fight,  a stricken  world  to  save,  - 
’ Tis  curs  to  win,  ere  sinks  the  selling  sun. 

For  which  cur  hearts  have  longed  with  strong  desire, 
Nearer  it  conies  -with  each  succeeding  day, 

Dorn  out  of  thoughts  and  deeds  that  us  inspire, 
Nurtured  by  those  to  whom  we  honour  pay. 

Lift  up  your  hearts,  ye  men,  behold  the  field, 
Ripe  with  the  golden  corn  and  swelltfig  grain. 
Waiting  for  you  the  keen  edged  scythe  to  yield, 
And  harvest  rich  to  lake  and  yet  again. 

The  kingdom  that  we  seek  is  almost  here  ; 

Can  you  not  hear',  ye  men,  the  distant  song ? 
'Arise;  arise ; cast  sloth  aside  and  fear ; 

Rejoice  ; co-operale  ; be  strong. 


Dn.  King. 


Brighton  lias  a secure  place  in  the  history 
of  co  operation,  although  it  does  npt  fill  so 
large  a space  as  it  should.  The  reason  why 
little  is  known  of'the  Brighton  pioneers  and 
their  aims  is  not  far  to  seek.  History  is  not 
written  by  men  who  do  things ; but  by. 
imaginative  artists,  who  cieatc  the  past  of 
which  they  tclll  The  “ old  weavers,”  who  re- 
started-the  co-operative  ’movement  in  Roch- 
dale, were  immortalised  by  Hol'yoake’s  busy 
pen ; the  ^Brighton  -Pioneers  died  unwept, 
unhoniured,  and  luisungi  * - ' 

Nevertheless,  Brighton  co-operators  of  to- 
day may  boast  that  they  live  in  the  town 
where  " consumers’  co-operation  ' was  born. 

, There  were  co-operative  'societies  of  a kind 
.long  before  the  Brighton  'Pioneers  began 
business ; for  after  the  Industrial  Revolution 
shrewd  working  men  in  all  parts  of  Britain 
- discovered  how  to  save  money  by  collective 
buying.  Thcso  workmon-traders  were  inspired 
by  no  social  philosophy;  they  were  not 
animated  by  any  large  human  purpose  ; they 
certainly  did  not  desire  to  make  revolutionary' 
changes  in  the  form  of  society,  liappify, 
unlike  their  predecessors,  the  men  who  formed 
the  first  co-operative  society  in  Brighton  were 
. not  economists  merely ; they  were  also 
philosophers,  intent  on  making  a new  world. 

It  was  long  ago,  in  1827,  that  co-operation 
began  in  Brighton.’  On  April  12th,  1827, 
William  Byran,  informed  the  editor  of  the 
‘ Co-operatiyo  Magazine”  that  ‘“a  sooiety 
i9  formed  in  this  town  called  the  Brighton 
Co-operative  Benevolent  Fund  Association.” 
This  society  was  formed  mainly  by  pupils 
of  Dr.  William  King,  members  of  the  local 
Mechanics’  Institution,  who  had  read  some 
of  the  literature  on  co-operation  then  being 
circulated.  At  that  time,  many  friends  of  the 
workers  were'  talking  about  co-operation,  and 
advocating  the  establishment  of  small  self- 
supporting  communities.  The  Brighton  work- 
men likewise  longed  to  form  a co-operative 
community ; but  they  were  of  a practical 
turn  of  mind ; and  while  Owen,  Thompson, 
Mintei -Morgan,  and  other  theorists  were  dis- 
cussing the  nature  of  Determinism  and  the 
Future  of  Man,  the  Brighton  Pioneers  were 
commencing  business. 

-As  William  Byran  pointed  out,  “ whenever 
the  labouring  classes  come  to  the  resolve  that 
"o  shall  do  for  ourselves,’  the  thing  is  done, 
however  slowly.”  A society  was' formed,  its 
objects  being  first,  to  raise  by  a small  weekly 
contribution  a fund  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
Proper ' persons  to  join  co-operative  com- 
munities ; and,  secondlvT- to  'spread  a know- 
lixlge'oijlhe  co-operative  system.  This  society 
Was  governed  by  a committee,  secretary,  and 
other  talkers  chosen  by.  the  members,  and  at 
o weekly,  meeting  its  members  debated  the 
Principles  of  “ United  Co-operation  and  Com- 
munity 0f  Property.”  Byran _ recognised  that 
if  fifty  or  thirty  heads  of  families  co-operated 
111  pun  basing  they  would  save  money.  He 
•Iso  believed  that  if  these  co-operators  con- 
tinued, to  pay  retail  prices  for  goods  so  pur- 
chased they  would  in  less  than  five  years 
po^css  sufficient  capital  to  form  a small  com- 
Hiuuity,  without  suffering  any  hardship  or 
privation  in  the  meantime. 

These  views  found  acceptance,  and  by  the 
end  ..f  July,  1827,  a Co-operative  Trading 
Association  was  formed  bv  members  of  the 
P®'<  nt  society.  The  now  body  had  a capital 
of  £10oj  the  shares  of  £5  each  being  raised  by 
deposit^  of  one  shilling  per  week,  the  proceeds 
of  each member’s  trade  being  allowed  to  accu- 
nmlato  until  lus  share  was  fully  paid-up. 
orient  prices  were  charged  for  goods  retailed 
|°  members,  whose  business  was  conducted 

a committee,  chosen  every  three  months, 
®nd  an  agent  ; while  regular  accounts  were 
cpl  for  inspection  by  shareholders.  By  the 
Qtf  the  year  the  society  had  170  members. 
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and  it  was  then  proposed  to  increase  the  capital 
of  the  Trading  Association — which  already 
had  forty  shareholders— to  £350,  because, 
said  its  secretary,  “ we  see  no  other  way  to 
get  capital  for  commencing  co-operation  in 
the  production,  and  equality  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  wealth.”  By  this  time,  the  local  papers 
had  discovered  the  society;  and,  possibly 
because  of  the  publicity  given  to  its  revolu- 
tionary aims,  one  member  was  compelled  to 
withdraw  on  pain  of  losing  his  employment. 

A little  later,  on  May-Day,  1828,  Dr.  King 
published  the  first  number  of  the  “ Co- 
operator,”  a small  four-page  monthly  magazine, 
in  wliich  he  stated  the  arguments  for  con- 
sumers’ co-operation  with  unanswerable  logic 
and  penetrating  force.  He  showed  that  since 
“ co-operatiori  means  literally  working  to- 
gether”—it  is  “a  subject  entirely  for  the 
working  classes.  The  rich  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it.”  The  mass  of  men  were,  poor 
simply  because  they  worked  for  others,  not  for 
themselves.  All  they  needed  to  do  was  to 
obtain  capital  and  work  co-operatively, 
retaining  in  their  own  possession  the  wealth 
created  by  their  labour.  The  necessary  capital 
could  easily  be  obtained—”  Capital  is  nofiling 
but  the  .produce  which  labour  saved  upl- 
and if  the  workers,  who  'must  buy,  goods  at 
some  shop,  purchased  all  they  needed  at  their 
own  shop,  they  would,  by  saving  shopkeepers’ 
-profits,  and  allowing  them  to  accumulate, 
soon  possess,  enough  capital  to  employ  some 
of  their  number. 

Heartened  by  this  stimulating  teaching,  the 
Brighton  Pioneers  redoubled  their  efforts. 
At  the  very  time  when  Robert  Owen  looked 
coldly  on  such  humble  beginnings,  because 
“ their  mere  buying  and  selling  formed  -no 
part  of  his  ' grand  ‘ co-operative  scheme,’  ” 
hundreds  of  societies  formed  on  the  Brighton 
plan  were  springing  up  in  all  parts  of  the 
country.  Four  societies  'were  started  in 
Brighton,  another  at  Worthing,  and  about 
300  others  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
At  Horsham,  Lewes,  and  other  neighbouring 
towns  the  movement  gained  a foothold. 
“ The  Sussex  General  Co-operative  Trading 
Association  ” made  a beginning  early  in  1828, 
and  great  hopes  were  entertained  of  forming  a 
co-operative  community  in  Sussex. 

The  original  Brighton  Society,  like  many 
others,  for  a time  did  well.  Its  turnover. 


which  in  the  first  week  was  half-a-crown  only 
soon  amounted  to  £38  weekly.  Twenty-eight 
acres  of  land  near  Brighton  were  leased  by 
the  society ; and  cultivated  by  .five  of  its 
members,  who  were  paid  a wage  of  14s.  a week 

four  shillings  a. week  above  the  rate  paid  by 
private  employers.  A small  library  was  also 
established,  where  one  of  the  members,  ap- 
pointed librarian  and  schoolmaster,  gave 
lessons  to  his  fellows  every  evening. 

Unfortunately,-  the  road  to  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  .was  longer  than  early  co- 
operators  thought.  In  the  autumn  of  1832, 
Lady  Xoel  Byron  confessed. that. the  Brighton 
Society  . Had  entirely . failed  ” owjng.  to  its 
violation  of  some  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  co-operation.”  . There  is  evidence’ that  the 
membership  included  certain  divr- hunters, ” . 

who  preferred  an  immediate -ga^n  to, the.  accu- 
mulation of  a common- capital  ; there  is  evi- 
dence that  leaders  of  orthodox  religious  bodies 
attacked  the  young,  society  ; it'  is  ' darkly 
hinted  that  .its,  chief  officer  found' it  desirable 
<°  depart  for  America !.  In  any  event,  the 
. Brighton  Society  faded  out.  of  existence,  as 
did  almost  all  the  .other  societies.  Political 
agitation  seemed"  to  many  a more  excellent 
wav  ; ^militant  trade  unionism  attracted  men 
pt  yiblent _ temperament ; the  manner  in^vhich 
-Robert  Owen  identified^  co-operative  teaching 
withTis  peculiar  views  on  religion  displeased 
many..  The  good  . seed  sown  by.  Dr.  King  and 
his  disciples  lay  hidden  for  a time. 

It  was  hidden  for  a time  only.  Presently, 
it.  sprang oip  again  in  Rochdale,  where  leaders 
of)  the  ‘‘Famous  Twenty-eight’!  who  had 
imbibed  Dr.  King’s  teachings,  made  eo-opera- 
tion attractive  to  the  multitudes  by  sharing 
trading  surpluses  41  proportion  to  members’ 
purchases,  and  by  inviting  both  believers  and. 
unbelievers  to  join 'their  society.1  The  Roch- 
dale Pioneers  succeeded  where  the  Brighton 
Pioneers  failed,  it  is  said.  Is  that  really  so  ? 
Is  it  not  rather  true  to  say  that  the  Brighton 
Pioneers  succeeded  at  the  second  * remove  ? 
However  that  may  be,  it  was  the  hard-headed 
Southerners  who  made  co-operation  demo- 
cratic; they  based  it  firmly  on  organised  con- 
sumption ; and,  as  one  writer  said  in  1830, 

“ The  immense  majority  of  the  Co-operative 
Trading  Associations  ” formed  since  1828 
. . . have  been  nourished  on  the  sound 
doctrine  of  the  “ Co-operator.” 


0.  J.  Hoi.yoakk. 
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.itself  together  without  dividend,-  it  .culti- 
.vated  the  social  spirit.  Its  dancing  class 
became  popular,  and  n choir  and  hand  were 
formed. ! Mr.  Greening,  ccinin Writing  on 
these  measures  and  their  effect,  has  said 
that  the  society  sang  and  danced  itself  into 
^success.  In  other  words,  if  contributed  to 
the  joy  of  living  and  niiule  good  in  conse- 
.queiice.  j . * ' ‘ ‘ 

- Educational  activities  have  been  pursued 
vigorously  to  the  great  advantage  of  co- 
operation in  Brighton,  which  shows  that 
ideals  are  worth  living  up  to.  The  society 
set  out  upon  experiments  in  co-operative 
production  by  securing  a bakery.  The  first 
venture  showed  a lo*»s ; but  in  1902  an 
up-to-date  bakery  was  built,  aud  when 
completed  was  opened  by  Holyoake.  In 
•1905  a further  co-operative  venture  was 
made.  A house  anil  garden  were  purchased 
on  the  London-road  for  the  new  central 
..premises.  A new  building  wnl '.erected  on 
the  site,  and  the  society  employed  its  own 
labour  direct,  and  literally  did  its  own  job. 

The  society  has  branched  out  with  pre- 
mises at  Portelade,  Hove.  Shoreham,  SoutJi- 
1 wick,  Lancing,  and  Worthing,  besides  having 
branches  in  several  parts  of  the  town  ; but 
its  biggest  development  has  been  the  erec- 
tion of  its  new  bakery,  which  was  opened 
last  year  by  the  present  managing  secre- 
tary (Mr.  A.  Wilkinson),  the  first  perma- 
nent secretary  the  society  lias  had.  The 
society  secured  a site  at  Hove,  with  a 
frontage  of  503  fe6t  to  Portslade-road. 
The  plans  provide  for  houses  facing  the 
road  with  the  land  at  the  rear  set  apart 
for  productive  and  other  departments. 
What  is  contemplated  is  almost  a little 
industrial  colony.  The  machinery  is  by 
Messrs.  Joseph  Baker  Sons  and  Perkin/*  Ltd., 
of  London  and  Peterborough,  an(l  that  k a 
guarantee  of  a good  working  plant  with 
special  consideration  for  speed  and  hygiene. 

The  society’s,  trade  had  -gone  up  to 
£22.789  for  the  coming-of-age  year,  hut  it 
now  has  a membership  of  11.576.  whose 
capital  amounts  to  £1 16,824 ; and  the 
trade,  about  £410,000  for  the  last  com- 
plete year,'  is  evidence  that  the  “ store  ” 
enjoys  some  popularity  in  Brighton. 


Eastern  Lodge,  Brighton. 


Thh  Palacb  Pit®. 


EmUfOl  TO  thb  Aquarium, 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS.— Congress  Supplement. 


May  27,  1922. 


HIS  WORSHIP,  THE 
MAYOR. 

A SELF-MADE  MAN  WHO  DOES  THE 
HONOURS. 

The  Mayor  of  Brigliton,  following  the 
usual  custom,  is  to-  attend  the  Congress  to 
give  the  delegates  on  official  welcome  to 
the  town. 

The  Mayor  is  Alderman  Edward  John 
Pankhurst,  J.P.,  who  has  been  a member 
of  the  Town  Council  since  1892,  and  an 
alderman  since  1912.  He  is  a self-made 
man,  but  there  is  nothing  amateurish 
about  the  finished  job.  The  writer's  esti- 
mate of  his  activities  was  derived  chiefly* 
from  one  of  the  Mayors  colleagues  on  the 
Town  Council,  but  one  who  is  a political 
opponent'.  That  opponent  declares  that 
Mayor  Pankhurst  has  given  unstinted 
service  to  the  town,  especially  when  any 
crisis  has  arisen — such,  for  example  as  was 
caused  by  the  coal  famine.  At  that  time 
his  valuable  business  connections  a,nd 
experience  were  so  plaoed  at  the  public 
service  that  Brighton,  was  kept  well  sup- 
plied with  coal.  No  big  purchase  of  pro- 
perty by  the  Brigliton  Corporation  in  recent 


Ai.nER>r.\N  Pankhurst 
(Mayor  of  Brighton),. 

years  has  been  completed  without  the 
Mayor’s  valuable  assistance. 

During  his  thirty  . years  of(  municipal 
service,  Mayor  Pankhurst  Jhns  acted  fljom 
time  t6  time  as.  chairman'  of  most  of  the 
committees  of  the  Town.  Council,  and  lie 
flies  taken  special  pride  in  utilising  for  the 
common  good  the  . priceless  assets  . of 
Brighton’s  plensnre-giving-  possibilities  and 
its  health-giving  properties.  In  every  effort, 
to  organise  these  resources,  file  Mayqr  has 
been  much  in  the  front.  During  the  war 
lie  did  much  for  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
engaged  in  active  operations,  and  lie  did  a 
great  deal  for  the  wounded  who  were  in 
hospital  in  Brighton.  What  is,  perhaps, 
more  creditable  in  this  age  of  chronic 
forgetfulness,  lie  flins  proved  a warm  and 
helpful  friend  of  the  survivors  of  the  war 
and  the  dependents  of  those  who  have  gone. 

Almost  needless  to  say,  a man  of  so 
many  sympathies  takes  the  deepest  interest 
in  benevolent  causes  and  in  the  social  life 
of  Brighton,  and  in  these  activities  he  has 
the  constant  help  of  the  Mayoress,  who 
has  quite  a motherly  interest  in  the, people 
of  Brighton.  > 


Brighton  Co-operators 

and  Public  Service. 

COUNCILLORS  AND  GUARDIANS. 

ACTIVITIES  OF  AN  ENTERPRISING  MUNICIPALITY: 


One  is  so  obsessed  with  the  idea  of 
Brighton  as  a popular  holiday  resort  that 
there  might  be  a temptation  to  overlook  its 
serious  aspects. 

It  is  a county  borough.  It  has  an  enter- 
prising Town  Council  and  a progressive 
Board  of  Guardians  ns  most  boroughs  have; 
but  it  has  something  to  show  for  its  vigorous 
democratic  movements.  It  has  fifteen 
co-operators  members  of  the  Town  Council ; 
and  it  has  nine  members  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians.  We  know  other  places  that 
pretend  to  be  co-operative  strongholds  and 
cannot  say  that — but  we  are  not  mentioning 
names  and  not  even  pointing. 

Health  Culture. 

The  well-laid-out  parks,  and  the  well-kept 
streets' and  roads  did'  not  simply  happen. 
Unlike  the  poet,  they  were  made  and  not 
born,  and  they  were  made  by  the  Corpora- 
tion, whic-h  oeems  to  have  a keen  sense  of  its 
.public  duty.  Brigliton  was  incorporated  as 
a borough  in  1854,  and  it  has  a Corporation 
consisting"  of  fourfeeii'  Aldermen  and  forty- 
two  Councillors ; ' so  That  the  co-operatorS 
have  riot  a bad  proportion  of  the  possible 
seats.  Most  of  the  co-operators  are 
returned  as  Labour  members'.  Five  beauti* 
fnl  parks  are  the  greatest  boon' to  the  town 
— apart  from  its-  natural  attractions  -for 
which  the- Corporation -cannot  claim  credit- 
The  parks  are  not  only  ornamental ; they 
are  real. .pleasure  resorts;  ae.d  tennis,  bo\vlr 
ing,  cricket,  - golf,  model  yacht  sailing, 
Cycling,  and  riding  are  all  regarded  as  legi- 
timate pastimes  and  duly  provided  lor  in  the 
public  parks.  One  of  the  parks  comprises 
the  racecourse.  Swimming  baths  and  other 
bathing  facilities  are  afforded  through 
municipal  enterprise.  The  town  is  lighted 
by  municipal  electricity  generated  at  a 
splendid  power  station,  to  winch  visitors  arc 
admitted  on  permit.  In  1920  11,000,000 
units  of  electricity  were  supplied  ; and  the 
undertaking  has  proved  so  efficient  that 
other  places  besides  Brighton  itself  derive 
their  supplies  from  the  Corporation. 

The  Crystal  Spring. 

Delegates-  associated  with,  temperance 
organisations  will  rejoice  that  the  municipal 
water  supply  is  not  only  copious,  hut  “ the 
best  and  purest  in  the  kingdom.”  'I  he 
reservoirs  have  a capacity  for  12J  million 
gallons,  and  during  a single  year  J-,120  mil- 
lion gallons,  have  been  pumped  out  for  the 
benefit  of  the  residents.  The  Water  Depart- 
ment has  an  income  of  £77,000  per  annum. 

The  trams  are  municipally  owned,  but 
they  only  cover  about  ten  miles  of  track — 
probably  beoause  A’ested  interests  are  strict 
about.  “ amenity.” 

An  excellent  aquarium  is  one  of  the  town's 
most  interesting  municipal  possessions ; and 
Congress  delegates  who  want  to  see  the  fish 
fed  must  visit  -the.  Aquarium,  between  twelve 
and  three  o’clock. 

The  Lending  Library  and  Reference 
Library,  the  Museums,  the  Fine  Art 
Galleries  are  open  to  all.  The  Library  has 
an  excellent  .collection.  One  of  the  Museums 
has  what  is  believed  to  bfe  the  finest  collec- 
tion of  birds  in  the  world.  The  Brighton 
Races  are  controlled  by  trustees,  but  the 
trustees  are  appointed  by  the  Corporation. 


The  streets  have  a total  surface  of  100 
miles;  they  are  clean  and  well  paved, 
usually  dry,  but  prudently  watered  in  dry 
weather.  The  ratable  value  of  Brighton  is 
nearly  a million  pounds. 

A Black  Mark. 

Notwithstanding  the  excellent  climatic 
conditions — thanks  to  which  the . Brighton 
baby  has  an  average  prospect  of  living  four 
years  longer  than  the  baby  born  in  London 
— the  Corporation  lias  its  health  problems 
like  other  municipal  authorities.  The 
death-rate  for  1921  was  12.57  per  1,000. 
That  marked  a fractional  increase  on  1920, 
when  the  rate,  12.42  per  1.000,  was  the 
lowest  recorded  for  Brighton.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  79  per  1,000  in  1921,  and 
the  rate  for  1920  was  only  67  per  1,000 — 
again  the  lowest- rate  recorded.  These  rates 
are  fairly  low,  but  the  Corporation,  con- 
vinced that  people  sometimes  die  in1 
Brighton  who  do  not  prefer  it,  seeks  to 
reduce  tfli^  rates  still  further.  The  infantile 
mortality  shows  — as  usual  — that  the 
c'liildren'  of  the  poorest  die  fastest  arintng 
the  legitimate  children.  Among  the  well- 
to-do  classes  the  infant  mortality  rate  is 
59.6;  among- the  artisan  class  it  is  86.5;. in 
the  unskilled  workers’  class  it  is  108.5;- but 
pmong  the  very  poorest  it  is  133.1.  The 
illegitimate  children  — the  “unwanted 
babies,”  in. ether  words—  die  more  nunice 
ouslv,  the  rate. in  their. .cpse  being.  170.4. 

Is  it  an  appalling  fact,"  or  is  it  merely  a- 
ghastly  coincidence,  that  amdng  the 'children 
'younger  than  one  year  nine  cf  the- poorest 
die  for  four  of  the  well-to-do?  That  is 
what  Brighton  is  trying. to  grapple  with, 
and  in  order  to  bring  the  rate  from  the 
poorest  group  down  to  the  level  of  the 
wealthiest  group  the  Corporation  are 
making  fairly  good  use  of  the  powers  they 
possess.'  Three  co-operative  councillors  on 
the  Health  Committee,  and  co-operative 
representatives  also  on  the  bodies  auxiliary 
to  the  Health  Committee,  take  care  that 
the  importance  of  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity as  a municipal  asset  is  not  lost 
sight  cf.  ^ 

Food  inspection  and  the  inspection  of 
school  children  rife  carefully  carried  out  by 
competent  staffs ; there  are  hospitals  and 
sanatoria  for  those  who  need  special  treat- 
ment ; and  the  Corporation  maintains  con- 
siderable public  propaganda  on  health 
questions  chiefly  by  means  of  lectures, 
advertising,  and  school  eBsay  competitions, 
in  which  the  subjects  relate  to  health  in 
one  form  or  another. 


Housing. 

Housing  conditions  are  carefully  observed 
by  the  local  authority,  as  it  is  right  they 
should  be  in  a town  which  almost  sets 
itself  up  as  a huge  boarding-house  for  “ all 
-the  world  and  his  wife.”  The  Corporation 
has  availed  itself  cf  all  .the" 'powers  Dr. 
Addison  would  allow  for  the'  increase  of 
housing  accommodation.-  Four  hundred 
houses  are  being  put  up,  and  300  of  these 
arb  finished,  or  will  be  finished  by  the  end 
of  the  present- year.  The  houses  have  been 
built  by  a private  contractor  .on  a special 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


LABOUR  IN 

BRIGHTON. 

A CENTURY-OLD  MOVEMENT. 

The  co-operative  movement  doc's  not  stand 
alone  among  democratic  interests  in  Brighton. 
When  Dr.  King  was  pushing  co-operation  in 
the  beginning  of  the'last  century,  organisations 
of  operatives  were  fighting  the  Combination 
Laws'  there,  and  several  of  the  inns  of  the 
town  bear  names  that  associate  them  with 
those  old  fightiug  days. 

If  organised  in  Brighton  at  all.  Labour  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  vigorously  clamant,  for 
it  sees  so  much  of  “ the  idle  rich,  so  much 
waste  and  extravagant  luxury,  that  it  must 
of  necessity  consider  itself  challenged.  In  tho 
old  days  tho  “ trade  unionists  ” of  the  period 
became  Chartists.  Nearer  our  own  day  the 
Labour  movement  in  Brighton  was  connected 
with  the  old  S.D.F.  Thirty  years  ago  it 
established  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council, 
and  more  or  less  marked  time.  Our  old  friend 
Robert.  Applegarth  lived  for  a number  of  years 
in  the  town  in  older  to  be  close  to  his  old 
friend  Holyoake.  While  ho  lived  there  ho 
proved  a valuable  helper  to  the  Trades  and 
Labour  Council,  and  in  recognition  of  his  ser- 
vices he  was  made  a life  member  of  the  Co  ;ncil 
in  1906.  The  nucleus  of  the  Council's  library 
was  presented  by  Applegarth. 

Success  in  local  elections  has  varied,  and  at 
the  General  Parliamentary  Election  in  1918 
the  Brighton  Labour  candidate  had  a higher 
majority  against  him  than  any  candidate  iu 
the  kingdom.  The  movement  is  not  depressed, 
however.  It  has  made  remarkable  headway 
in  recent  local  .elections,  and  it  hopes  to  make 
a big  effort  to  give  a more  convincing  account 
of  itself  in ' elections  that  are  approaching. 
More  than  aisty  trade  union  branches  meet  in 
■the  Labour  Institute.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
wprking  men’s  clubs  in  the  country,  and  it 
owns  its  own  establishment.  There  arc  more 
than  1,000  members  ; but  it  is  estimated  that 
there  are  more  than  10,000  trade  unionists  in 
Brighton. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

scale,  and  the  block  makes  a beautiful  lit! In 
garden  city.  The  houses  are  to  be  let  nt 
£1  per  week  (inclusive  of  rates),  but  tlii-. 
of  course,  is  what  the  anti-wasters  describe 
as  on  “ uneconomio  ” rent.  At  the’insti- 
gntion  of  the  Labour  and  co-operali  • 
members,  the  Corporation  ban  purchas'd 
an  estate  nearly  as  large  as  Brighton  itscli 
Tin's  will  give  the  town  on  absolute  hold 
on  future  buildings.  There  are  about 
thirty  farms  on  it.  from  which  renin 
amounting  to  abont  £300  a year  are  drawn, 
so  that  in  thirty  or  forty  years  this  estate 
will  be  the  free  property  of  the  Corporation. 

If  there  are  any  who  question  the  pro- 
priety of  the  Corporation’s  connection  with 
the  racecourse  it  should  bo  remembered 
that  the  Corporation  derives  from  it  con- 
siderabb  sums  for  the  relief  of  rates,  and 
from  the  racecourse  the  town  derived  tin 
Queen’s-  Park. 

So  far  as  public  education  iH  concerned, 
it  need  only  bo  said,  in  concluding  tins 
article,  that  the  Education  Committee  bn' 
a good  record.  It  has  control  of  some  goo  1 
primary  schools,  an  excellent  secondary 
school  for  boys  and  girls,  a teachers’  train- 
ing college,  a eeliool  of  art,  and  a technical 
college. 

For  the  photographs  o7  Brighton  and 
much  of  the  information  in  these  pages  wo 
are  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Roberts,  the 
director  of  the  Publicity  Department  ot  the 
Corporation. 
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May  27,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. — Congress  Supplement. 


“ Practically  Ignored.” 

%'.  JOINT  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE’S  CHARGE  AGAINST  THE 
GOVERNMENT. 

EFFORTS  TO  PROTECT  CONSUMERS'  INTERESTS. 

Sfe*  * ' s 

Last  week  we  gave  extracts  from  the  report  which  the  Central  Board  will 
submit  to  the  Brighton  Congress.  There  is  ample  scope  in  that  report  to  keep 
the  delegates  busy  for  two  or  three  days;  in  addition,  there  are  numerous 
resolutions  and  amendments  to  be  disposed  of,  as  well  as  a paper  by  Mr.  G. 
Riddle  on  “ The  Financial  Position  of  the  Co-operative  Movement  in  Relation 
to  . New  Forms  of  Administration  in  Retail  Trade.” 


Full-Time  Executive. 

lv\ni,Y  on  in  its  debates  Congress  will  be 
asked  to  deter  the  question  of  a full-time 
executive  for  the  Co-operative  Union. 
(, 'ranting  that  the  suggestion  js  agreed  to, 
the  subject  will  come  up  for  consideration 
lignin  when  the  financial  position  of  the 
Union  is  sufficiently  strong  to  bear  the  ex- 
penditure likely  to  be  necessitated  by  the 
appointment  of  such  a committee.  Else- 
where in  the  report  it  is  stated  that  the 
Union  finished  the  year  with  a balance  on 
the  wrong  side,  and  that  at  the  moment 
" there  appears  to  be  no  likelihood  of  an 
increased  income  during  the  next  year  or 
two.”  The  “axe”,  has  had,  therefore,  to 
be  applied'  to  several  j terns  of  immediate 
and  prospective  expenditure. 

Unsympathetic  Government. 

Not  the  least  important  of  the  reports 
to  be  submitted  to  Congress  is  that  which 
deals  with  the  work  of  the  Joint  Parlia- 
mentary Committee.  The  activities  of  this 
comm  i t tee  a re  carried  on  in' a Parliamentary 
and  departmental  atmosphere  which — need 
one  be  told?-  is,  “ to  say  the  least,  unsym- 
pathetic.” The  committee  can,  however, 
fay  credit  to  this-  that  in  some  instances 
“substantial  results  have  been  achieved.” 

The  resolution  which  the  Scarborough 
Congress  passed  protesting  against  the 
failure  to  put  into  operation  the  Education 
Act  of  1918  was  sent  to  the  Government, 
but  there  is  nothing  in  the  report  to  show 
what  the  Government  did  with  it.  One 
ran  assume  that  the  only  satisfaction 
tlie  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  got  was 
tlio  usual  stereotyped  courteous  acknow- 
ledgment. The  committee  have  associated 
with  the  Labour  Party  and  the  Workers’ 
Educational  Association  in  an  endeavour  to 
secure  an  interview  with  the  Prime 


Minister,  but  the  joint  effort  failed  in  its 
purpose. 

The  failure  to  operate  the  1918  Educa- 
tion Act  "was  a direct  breach  of  faith. 
. . . The  position  is  still  nothing  short 
of  a public  scandal." 

This  is  to  be  followed  up  at  Congress  by 
a resolution  demanding  that  the  pledges  of 
the  Government  should  be  redeemed  by 
immediate  effect  being  given  to  the  Educa- 
tion Act,  1918. 

The  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  are 
aiso  asking  the  approval  of  Congress  for  two 
other  resolutions,  one  entitled  “ Govern- 
ment Recognition  of  Co-operation,”  and 
the  other  “ Protection  of  the  Consumer.” 
Practically  Ignored. 

An  illuminating  paragraph  immediately 
precedes  the  first  of  these  two  resolutions, 
and  co-operators  who  believe  the  movement 
should  take  no  part  whatever  in  politics 
would  do  well  to  study  it  closely.  Here  is 
one  sentence  typical  of  the  whole:  — 

The  Federation  of  British  Industries, 
the  Chambers  of  Commerce,  and  kindred 
organisations  are  continually  consulted  by 
the  Government  on  matters  vitally  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  co-operators  as  well 
as  of  other  citizens,  whilst  co-operative 
organisations  are  practically  ignored. 

No  wonder  the  interests  of  co-operators 
“ are  often  seriously  prejudiced,”  and  no 
wonder  Congress  is  to  be  asked  to  protest 
strongly  against  this  unfair  treatment. 
The  same  resolution  also  protests  against 
the  restriction  of  the  work  of  the  co-opera- 
tive department  which  was  formerly  a part 
of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Protecting  the  Consumer. 

In  the  other  resolution — the  one  which 
seeks  the  protection  of  consumers — the  Par- 


liamentary Committee  draw  attention  to  the 
pledge  given  by  the  Government  during  the 
period  of  food  control,  that  the  statutory- 
orders  concerning  the  sale  of  bread  by- 
weight-.  the  sale  of  tea  by  net  weight,  and 
the  labelling  of  imported  produce  should  be 
made  permanent  by  legislation,  and  ask 
that  the  pledge  should  be  fulfilled  without 
Further  delay. 

The  number  of  societies  affiliated  to  the 
Co-operative  Party  and  the  subscriptions  for 
the  year  ended  January  30th,  1921.  showed 
a decrease  on  1920,  but  the  National  Com- 
mittee say  that,  in  view  of  the  exceptional 
period  through  which  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. in  common  with  all  sections  of  the 
community,  has  been  passing,  they  have  no 
cause  to  lie  discouraged  at  the  result. 

The  best  tribute  to  the  work  of  the  Co- 
operative Party,  the  report  states,  is  that 
it  has  aroused  the  keenest  antagonism  of 
the  old  capitalist  parties,  which  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at. 

The  Party  is  asking  Congress  to  pass  reso- 
lutions relative  to  a co-operative  daily- 
paper,  peace  treaties  and  foreign  policy,  un- 
employment, and  taxation. 

Daily  Paper  Essential. 

So  far  as  a daily  paper  is  concerned.  Con- 
gress is  to  be  asked  to  declare  that  a daily- 
paper  controlled  by  the  workers  is  essential 
in  the  interests  of  co-operation  and  de- 
mocracy, and  to  instruct  the  Central  Board, 
in  conjunction  with  the  National  Publish- 
ing Society  and  the  Co-operative  Party,  to 
ajiproach  the  General  Council  of  the  Trade 
Unions  Congress  and  the  National  Executive 
ol  the  Labour  Party,  to  see  what  can  be 
done  in  this  respect.  Meantime,  Congress 
is  to  place  on  record  appreciation  of  the 
w-ork  done  by  the  Nnticnul  Publishing 
Society  to  establish  a daily  paper. 

Trade  and  Capital. 

The  Joint  Capital  Committee  state  that 
“ more  capital  has  become  n secondary  con- 
sideration to  that  of  development  of  trade,” 
and  are  bringing  before  Congress  a resolu- 
tion agreeing  to  a series  of  sectional  and 
district  conferences  for  the  purpose  of 
stimulating  trade.  - The  need  of  such  a 
stimulant  is  obvious. when  it  is  realised  that 
the  average  amount  of  purchases  made 
by  members  is  little  more  than  one-half 
of  what  it  might  become  in  response  to  a 
united  effort  on  the  part  of  all  societies. 
Several  Lancashire  societies  have  joined 
in  sending  a resolution  urging  (1)  the  re- 
moval of  the  ban  oil  the  importation  of 
Canadian  cattle. 


[Other  extracts  from  the  report  are  given 
elsewhere.] 


Eo-opt  ration  Confronts  Capitalism  I 

liallenges  Capitalistic  Conlrol  I 

onsumers  Confident  Conviction ! 

apltalism  Cannot  Continue  t 

roductive  Progress  Precedes 

Jtent  Political  Power 

roduces  Politicians  Protagonists 

romote  Proletarian  Progress 

rsderaiion  Furtiiers  Fraternity 

ruslrates  Futile  Factions 

uses  Functional  Fcroe 

orms  Freedom's  Foundations 


Don’t  line  die  pockets  of 
PROFITEERING 
MIDDLEMEN! 


Get  C.P.F.  Goods! 


Support  Workers’  Control — 
Get  C.P.F.  Goods. 

Co-operative  Productive 
Ffderation  Ltd.,  Leicester. 


Small  Savings 

iead  to 

Great  Things 


EVERY  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY  should  develop 
its  Financial  Resources  by 

1-  Running  a Small  Savings  Bank. 

2.  Establishing  a C.  W.S  Bank  Agency 

3.  Securing  the  banking  accounts  of 

local  Trade  Unions 

4.  Establishing  an  Individual  Deposit 

Account  of  the  C.W.S. 

5.  Putting  all  its  Insurances  with  the 

C.I.S. 

6.  Investing  surplus  funds  with  the 

C.W.S.  Bank,  and  so 


Concentrating 

Capital 

/or  Democratic 
Development 


The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited  was  established  by  Dis- 
tributive Societies  as  a means  of  supplying  Stores  with  Productions  made  by 
the  Movement. 

The  Capital  of  Retail  Societies  has  enabled  the  C.W.S.  to  establish  work- 
shops for  the  supply  of 

F000,  RAIMENT,  FURNITURE,  He. 

These  factories  are  entirely  dependent  on  the  Retail  Societies  for  the 
trade  to  keep  them  busy.  .Therefore  THOSE  SOCIETIES  THAT  GIVE  A 
PBSFEHEN ;E  TO  THE  PRODUCTIONS  OF  OTHER  PEOPLE  ARE  UNDER- 
MINING 7 HE  R OWN  CONCERN,  just  as  individual  co-operators  who  trade 
elsewhere  are  competing  with  there  own  store. 


KEEP  YOUR  OWN  WORKS  BUSY  BY  GIVING 
THEM  YOUR  BUSINESS. 


CO-OPERATIVE 
SOAPS 

ARE 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE. 


BETTER  SOAPS  CANNOT  BE  MADE.  „ 

ASK  AT  YOUR  STORES  FOR 


AND  SAVE  LABOUR.  TIME,  AND  MONEY. 

DON'T  FORGET 


THESE  SOAPS  ARE  MADE 

BY  CO-OPERATORS  FOR 
CO-OPERATORS, 

AT  YOUR  OWN  C.W.S.  WORKS. 


Hi;  . .-V  . ih:;.;,,...,, . 


For  the  1922  season  the  C.W.S. 
Cycle  Works  has  perfected  its 

CO-OPERATIVE  i 

CYCLE 
CARRIER 


This  is  designed  on  sound  lines  and 
the  frame  is  of  best  quality  class  A 
tubing  to  withstand  the  rough  usage 
such  carriers  often  get  from  the 
sturdy  youths  to  whom  they  are 
entrusted. 


The  Price  has  been  Reduced 

from  Twelve  Guineas  to 

£10  15  s. 

with  the  society's  own  name  painted 
in  a way  that  constitutes  a splendid 
travelling  advertisement. 

CA  TA  L OG  UES  OPT  A IN  A T LE, 

by  committees  interested  in  making  use 
oj  the  road,  on  application  to  the 

C.WS.  CYCLE  WORKS. 

TYSELEY.  BIRMINGHAM. 

(a)  Cycle  Carrier*  for  delivery. 

(b)  Motor  Tyre* -lor  vehicle*  used  in  commercial 

purport*.  Tliiih  ddhfttciin  retry  Ccrtotnlv* 

Trefic  Oftt. 

te)  The  Federation  Meter  Cycle. 

(1)  Tb:  Federation  Cycle*— Ladio'and  Cent*', 
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Congress  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

PROBLEMS  WHICH  AGITATED  OUR  FOREFATHERS. 

A CO-OPERATIVE  DAILY  IN  BEING. 


Our  Comrades  from  Over 

the  Sea. 

FIRST  GERMAN  VISIT  SINCE  THE  GREAT  WAR. 


Congress  of  fifty  years  ago!  What  a 
oontrast  between  then  and  now!  When  the 
co-operators  of  half-a-oenturv  ago  met  at 
Bolton  on  tl>e  first  three  days  of  •Easter 
Week,  1872,  the  movement  boasted  a mem- 
bership of  400,000;  to-day  the  co-operators 
of  the  United  Kingdom  number  over 
4,550,000.  At  Brighton  there  will  be  1,050 
delegates  from  societies  throughout  the 
country ; in  1872  the  delegates  numbered  le.^s 
than  200,  slightly  more  than  the  average 
present-day  attendance  at  a district 
conference. 

International  Trade. 

But  if  we  have  progressed  in  numbers 
there  are  some  matters  which  stand  almost 
as  they  did  half-a-oentury  ago.  We  find, 
for  instance,  tliat  an  organisation  named 
the  Central  Co-operative  Agency  was  in 
being,  the  object  of  which  was  to  “ act  06  a 
centre  for  the  sale  cr  exchange  of  articles  , 
produced  by  co-operative  manufacturing 
societies  of  this  or  other  countries.” 
Hodgson  Pratt  interested  himself  on  behalf 
of  "the  agency  in  France,  and  by  personal 
visits  to  the  co-operative  producers, 
especially  in  Paris , attempted  to  lay  the 
foundations  “ for  the  international  exchange 
of  productions.”  Although  Hodgson  Pratt 
endeavoured  to  lay  the  foundations  of  inter- 
national co-operative  trade  in  •those  far-off 
day's,  we  are  very  little  nearer  the  realisa- 
tion of  the  ideals  which  he  and  his  colleagues 
suuglit  to  put  into  practice. 

"The  Times”  Supports  co-ope.'atars. 

Fitty  \T‘ars  ago;  overlapping,  which  lias 
Einpe,  become  .«sueh  an  evil,  had  not  devel- 
oped; the  multiple  shops  ‘had  not  readied, 
their,  present  . strong  position  , but  the 
private  traders,  had  taken  alarm  at  the 
growth  of  a movement  which  they  believed 
would  cause  their  deem.  and  had  formed 
themselves  into  a protection  association, 
which  had  ns  one  of  its  chief  arguments  the 
bogey  of  income  tax.  The  private  traders 
of  to-dav  are  still  harping  on  the  same  old 
subject,  and  probably  they  will  be  concerned 
about  the  same  inatfer  fifty  years  hence. 
Co-operators  then,  however,  had  the  support 
of  the  **’  Times  ” in  championing  their  cause, 
and  the' private' traders  were  told  that  they 
had  only  themselves  to  blame  for  the 
existence  of  the  co-operative  movement. 
Says  the  " Times"  of  April  3rd,  1872: — 
The  National  Trade  Society  and  its 
partisans  forget  the  original  esuie  and 
absolute  justification  of  this  co-operative 
movement,  but  the  public  has  a better 
memory.  The  whole  story  appeared  in 
these  columns  day  by  day.  Chapter  and 
verse  were  given  for  each  outcry,  protest, 
and  demand.  Wholesale  prices  rscer- 
tained  and  quoted  from  city  circulars  were 
contrasted  with  retail  prices  as  actually 
charged,  and  the  difference  was 
monstrous. 

It  would  cause  a mild  revolution  nowadays 
if  Lord  Nortlu  liffe’s  " Times  ” similarly 
supported  the  co-operative  cause. 

A Co-operative  Daily. 

Reference  to  the  pre*ss  reminds  us  that 
although  the  first  issue  of  the  ” Co-operative 
News  ” was  dated  September  2nd,  1871.  its 


directors  had  the  temerity  to  publish  a daily 
edition  reporting  the  Congress  proceedings 
in  1872.  The  co-operative  daily  newspaper 
was,  therefore,  in  being  half-a-oenturv  ago, 
and  its  editor  was  justifiably  proud  of  the 
achievement  of  the  Newspaper  Society. 
The  Blaydon-on-Tyne  Society,  which  was 
then,  and  still  is,  one  of  the  most  go-ahead 
and  progressive  societies,  gave  substantial 
support  to  the'  venture  by  ordering  1,000 
copies  daily.  If  only  half  the  societies  now 
comprising  the  co-operative  movement  would 
purchase  and  distribute  that  number  weekly, 
a permanent  co-operative  daily  newspaper 
would  soon  b?  a practical  reality;  and  there 
would  be  no  need  to  seek  the  assistance  of 
outride  organisations  to  make  it  a success. 

The  publication  of  the  daily  was  made  pos- 
sible by  the  existence  of"  the  pioneer  primers 
cl  the  movement — the  Co-operative  Printing 
Society — which  is  still  prosperous  The 
" News " circulation  was  then  between 

10.000  and  11,000  copies  weekly ; last  year 
the  average  circulation  was  just  under 

100.000  copies  weekly. 

Stalwarts  of  Other  Days. 

Few  of  the  noble  band  cf  stalwarts,  whose 
influence  and  disinterested  sendees  were 
mainly  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  co- 
operative movement  in  its  early  days,  and 
who  were  actively  engaged  in  its  work  fifty, 
years  ago,  remain  with  us.  The  names  of 
Mr.  E.  O.  Greening  and  Mr.  Robert  Apple- 
garth  occur  to  us.  Lloyd  Jones,  .1. 
F.  M.  Ludlow,  William  Pare,  E.  V.  Ne -tie. 
Dr.  John  Watts,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rutherford, 
Thomas  Hughes,  Walter  Morrison,  Hodgson 
Pratt j’ 6.  J.  Holyoake,  J.  T.  M Tunes,  -James 
Crabtree,  W.  Nuttall,  W.  Barnett,  and  H. 
R.  Shatter,  who  were  members  of  the  Central 
Board  or  present  at  the  Bolton  Congress, 
and  who  were  espousing  and  actively  sup- 
porting-the  co-cp^rntive  .principle  in  those 
days,  have  passed  " beyond  the  bourne.” 

" A Young  Man  in  a Hurry.” 

Apparently  Mr.  .Greening,  who  is  still 
wonderfully  young,  in  spite  of  hi,  eighty  odd 
years,  wa  s then  regarded  as  " a young  man 
in  a hurry,"  for  cue  of  the -delegates,  in 
passing  comments  on  the  points  put  forward 
in  a paper  on  the  question  of  societies  coir.-, 
billing  in  a system  of  mutual  guarantee  so 
as  to  give  security  to  each,  remarked  that 
Mr.  Greening  was. ir before  his  time.” 

Thcnins  Hughes,  or  Judge  Hughes,  as  he 
is  perhaps  better  known,  was  the  first  day’s 
chairman,  and  delivered  the  inaugural  ad- 
dress, which  was  notable  for  the  broadness 
of  the  outlook  displayed  and  the  helpfulness 
of  the  suggestions. 

One  paragraph  in  his  address  is  worth 
noting  at  this  time.  “ Trade  unionists/’ 
ho  said,  "have  looked  upon  us  coldly, 
because  we  would  not  take  part -in  trade 
disputes.  .We  have  nothing  to  <~,iy  to  strikes, 
having  a more  effective,  if  slower,  method  of 
working  out  the  emancipation  of  I'abrur  " 
Siucv  then  trade  unionists  have  realised  that 
the  co-operative  movement  is,  to  a great 
extent,  working  towards  the  same  goal  as 
they  are,  and  they  have,  moreover,  received 
tangible  proofs  of  the  value  of  co-operation 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


The  British  Co-operative  Congress  at 
Brighton  will  be  memorable,  even  if  only 
for  the  fact  that  German  delegates  will  be 
present,  this  being  the  first  occasion  since 
the  war ; and,  by  a happy  coincidence, 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

as  a woiking-c’.-res  movement  during  trade 
disputes. 

Banking. 

The  Congress  Board,  in  their  report  to  the 
1872  Congress,  announced  that  the  Provin- 
cial Section  of  the  Central  Board  had  been 
giving  a gcod  deal  of  consideration  to  the 
question  of  co-operative  banking,  which  had 
been  discussed  at  each  preceding  Congress, 
and  they  recommended  that  all  possible  pres- 
sure should  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Wholesale  Society,  rather  than  set  up  a 
separate  society.  J’he  question  was 
thoroughly  discussed  during  Congress  pro- 
ceedings, and.  eventually  a resolution  was 
adopted  requesting  the  Central  Board  to  ap- 
point a special  committee  to  consider  t lie 
formation  of  a co-operative  bank.  Whether 
or  not  the  Central  Board’s  influence  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  commencement  cf  the  hank 
seems  a moot  question,  for  the  C.W.S. 
History  states  that  the  C’.W  .S.  directors 
themselves  took  action.  At  any  rate,  the 
C.W.S.  bank  commenced  business' in  October 
of. the  same  year,  under  the  management  of 
Mr. 'Abraham  Greenwood,  and  it  is  reported 
that  .the  Farlsivortli  Society  opened  the  first 
current  account,  which  they  promptly  over- 
drew by  cheque  the  very-i/ext  day 

At  the  beginning  pf  tljkvye.tr  the’ C.W.S. 
had  235  societies  in  membership,  and  they 
supplied  33!)  societies  frith  goods.  Capital 
am  minted  to  £52,000,  and  tlhj  turnover  for 
the  previous  year  totalled  £758,704.  The 
Scottish  C.W.S.  had  ninety-cieven  share- 
holders with  a subscribed  capital  of  £8,0CU, 
and  an  annual  trade  of  £200,000. 

Worries  of  the  Period. 

’“'.Some  of  the  pro i Wilts* which  wcwWninly 
>of  a domestic  character  have  been  settled 
since  1872.  Congress  cf  that  year  diseiccsed 
papers,  which  were  supposed  to  occupy  only 
twenty  minutes  in  reading,  on  ' Prevention 
.of  Fraud,”  “A  Plan  for  Checking  the  f.i-li 
/ taken  by  Salesmen,”  •*  Co-opeiative'Cbci  k 
.Systems,”  ••  Productive  Co-operation,’’ 
“ The  Production  of  Flour  by  the  Wholesale 
Society,”  How  to  Dl>pon?  of  the  Surplus 
Capital  of  Cooperative  Sonctie;,"  ,AGi- 
Agriculture,”  “ How  Uks  Rapidly 


British  co-operators  will  be  represented 
at  the  Congress  of  the  German  C.W  > aj 
Eisenach  on  June  22nd,  this  year,  a’so 
for  the  first  time  since  the  dread  year  cf 


Accumulating  Capital  of  Co-operator*  inuy 
he  best  Employe  1,”  ” Federntiye  Trading,” 
••The  Extension  of  Wholesale  Co  -np.-r.iUW>; 
Societies,”  ” Propaganda,"  «vc 

The  extension  of  the  Wholesale  Sucietij! 
has  settled  most  of  these  questions,  such  ir» 
the  production  of  Hour,  the  employment  »>f 
capital,  and,  to  some  extent.  * eo-npcietiw 
agriculture.  The  perfect  check  system  Jin* * 
not  yet  been  evolved,  however,  and  flic 
question  of  propaganda,  "like  the  poor,  will 
he  always  with  us. 

When  Reporters  Perspired. 

J n the  “Co-operative  News ’’.daily  which 
recorded  the  proceedings  of  the  second  day 
cf  Congress,  the  following  quaint  comment 
appear ••» : — 

The  allotted  time  of  one  of  these  ( "ii- 
gresses  1ms  hitherto  been  four  days.  Tin* 
Oongres-  has  been  limited  to  three  days. 
The  convenience  in  that  the  time  is  too 
short  for  the  business  ; and  the  Clmirmnn 
interjects,  and  Mr.  Pare  reads,  mid  fl»* 
delegates  speak  at  high  pressure,  mil 
argue  like  express  engines.  Their  tongues 
go  like  steam  hammers.  The  reporters 

perspire.  If  Parliament  legislated  it  tlm 
same  rate  as  the  Bolton  Congress,  it  os-'l 
not  sit  longer  than  a month. 


CONGRESS  IN  OUTLINE.  ’ 

Tub  Congress  to  he  held  »t  Brighton  i< 
the  fifty-fourtl;  of  the  series,  and.  ns  usual, 
it  opens  on  Bank  Holiday.  On  the  previou* 
Saturday  and  SundjY  there  will  be  me.-tinU' 
too.  Suturday’s  fixtures  include  an  educa- 
tional conference  in  the  afternoon  ;,n<l  J 
public  meeting  and  concert  in  the  evening- 
Sunday  afternoon  will  l»e  devoted  to  •• 
J’.S.A.  and  Sunday  evening  to  a demons-'"1' 
-jtio/j  organised  by'  t b - Co-operative  Party. 
Congress  international  -e-don  will’  tike 
place  .Monday  evening;  also  the  annuo 
meetings  of  the  Secretaries’  and  Manage!* 
Associations,  as  well  as  a tea  and  re- *'P!",n 
by  tlie  local  branch  of  the  Women’s  Guild 
There  will  also  be  a meeting  of  delegat  ” 
push  tlie  claims  of  the  co-open tr.c  l'r‘  ‘ 
There  will  Ik*  another  publ"  mcetiog  • n' 
concert  TuesdnY  evening  Cjng't-1*  ' 
Wld  it*  l»«  ..—ion  on  WidllM'K*  I*  "f 
evening  there  will  be  ■ tea  .|U'J  rc  Tll":l  J 
tlie  Brighton  brandies  of  the  tn'o  Guilds 
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Miime.  To  he  it  ke  s ish  v rti , who  with  her  husband,  is  an  active  worker  in  co-operation 
and  education  in  Georgia. 

M.  A.  A.  Kissin,  a member  of  the  Board  of  tlie  Centrosuyus,  the  All-Russian  Central 
Co-operative  Union,  Moscow. 

Mdme.  Poi.ovtsev,  a director  in  London  of  the  Centrosoyus,  which  she  represents  on 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance. 

M.  Maurice  C’amin,  the  General  Secretary  of  the  French  National  Federation  of 
Consumers’  Co-operative  Societies,  Paris. 


Herr  Heinrich  K.vuimann,  an  old  familiar  -figure,  the  General  Secretary  of  ilio 
German  Central  Union  of  Consumers’  Societies. 

Herr  Henry  Eveuling,  the  Manager  of  the  German  C.W.S.,  ami  formerly  • t 
great  Productive  Society  of  Hamburg. 

Herr  Valentin  Liebmann,  the  Manager  of  the  Frankfort-on-Maine  Society,  and  a 
member  of  the  German  C.W.S.  Supervising  C’ouqcil. 

M.  Willy  Seiuvy,  the  son  of  tho_director  of  the  Belgian  Co-operative  Office  like  1 ir 
Union — whom  he  assists. 


Mat  27,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


THE  POTENCY  OF  PRINTERS'  INK. 

INCREASED  PUBLICITY  FOR  THE  MOVEMENT* 

BY  SOUTHERNER. 


The  economical  axe  is  being  freely 
manipulated  amongst  co-operative  societies. 
Economy  is  the  cry  of  the  hour;  it  is  the 
word  which  predominates  in  the  committee 
room.  Unfortunately,  this  cutting  down 
process  is  hampering  the  work  of  education 
committees  just  at  a time  when  a great 
awakening  is  needed  to  stiffen  the  waverers 
frightened  by  the  capitalist  press  scares, 
and  to  strengthen  the  societies  by  larger 
memberships  and  increased  capital. 

A Popular  Fallacy. 

Another  section,  which  has  come  under  the 
axe  in  some  societies  is  the  expenditure  on 
publicity..’..  .This  is  a short-sighted  policy, 
and  not  justified  by  present-day  conditions. 
It  is  contrary  to  the  policy  which  is  being 
a<loptecl"by  our  Competitors,  who,  despite 
falling  receipts,  are  spending  huge  sums  to 
attract  custom.  There  is  a widespread  fal- 
lacy that  the  big  'firms  advertise  because 
they  are  rich;  the  actual  fact  is  that  they 
are  rich  because  they  advertise. . 

As  there  are  still  in  the  co-oper<itive  move- 
ment people  anxious  to  hide  their  “ light 
under  a bushel,”  it  may  serve  a useful  pur- 
pose to  demonstrate  what  has  been  done  by 
judicious  publicity.  One  of  the  largest 
soap  firms  started  in  a small  shop  in  the 
West-end  of  London,  and  built  up  its  busi- 
ness on  advertising.  In  about  forty  years 
between  £2,000/000  and  £3,000,000  ‘were 
spent  in  advertising.  The  managing  direc- 
tor summed  up  the  result  as  follows  In- 
creased advertising  produces  increased  sales. 
The  more  you  make  the  cheaper  you  can 
make  it.  The  cheaper  you  can  make  it  the 
cheaper  you  can  sell  it.”  That  has  also 
become  the  slogan  of  a toffee  manufacturer 
who  has  recently  been  knighted. 

Profitable  Publicity. 

Take  another  instance.  In  1905  a certain 
multiple  shop  company’s  shares  stood  at  2s. 
(jd.  each,  but  by  liberal  advertising  the  con- 
cern increased  in  popularity  until  these 
shares  advanced  to  £3  5s.  each.  The  divi- 
dend was  .increased  to  200  per  cent.  Of 
course,  I am  not  seeking  to  justify  these 
methods  of  trading,  but  only  use  this  as  an 
example  of  the  pulling  power  of  good  adver- 
tising. Other  instances  could  be  given,  of 
cases  where  there  had  been  a temporary 
reduction  in  the  advertising  there  was  an 
immediate  drop  in  6ales — notably  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war. 

When  we  arrive  at  the  establishment  of 
the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  it  will  be 
no  longer  necessary  to  spend  big  sums  in 
making  known  the  virtues  of  rival  traders’ 
productions.  It  is  estimated  that  a sum 
of  over  £50/000,000  per  annum  is  spent  in 
advertising  in  this  country.  Sir  L.  Chiozza 
.Money,  in  his  ” Fifty  Points  of  Capitalism,” 
mows  that  about  150,000  persons  are  en- 
gaged in  the  advertising  business  whose  ser- 
vices could  be  more  profitably  employed  in 
productive  work.  Under  these  circumstances 
one  is  not  anxious  to  see  the  present  sys- 
tem continued  for  all  time. 

The  Outside  Competition. 

The  co-operative  movement  has  to  adapt 
its  methods  to  existing  conditions,  and  we 
have  to  face  the  competition  of  powerful 
combines  and  syndicates,  who  know  the  true 
value  of  publicity  and  are  lavish  in  their 
expenditure  in  this  direction.  In  eulogising 
the  value  of  advertising,  one  does  not.  of 
course,  justify  all  the  methods  of  the  modern 
advertiser.  There  are  certain  tricks  in  this 
branch  that  would  not  be  creditable  to  the 
movement.  It  is  not  necessary  to  adopt 
these  dodges,  for  there  are  available  many 
legitimate  methods  of  publicity  which  could 
***  advantageously  adopted  by  societies. 

In  the  past,  even  in  the  days  of  prosperity, 
jne  societies  have  in  many-  cases  neglected 
‘0  take  full  advantage  of  publicity  methods. 

Jns  ls  one  of  the  faults  to  which  Mr.  and 
j"'/  Webb  direct  attention  in  their  last 
wok,  • The  Consumers’  Co-operative  Move- 
meiit.  Even  in  some  large  societies  it  was 
ever  recognised  that  publicity  work  is  a 
business  by  itself.  The  secretary  or  man- 
or i V,  us  sPare  time,  dashed  off  a circular 
booklet.  It  was  turned  out  in  a “ cheap 
nd  nasty  ” style  by  a local  printer,  and  the 
to  a‘err*sult  °f  those  slap-dash  methods  was 
defeat  the  object  in  view. 

A Useful  Lead. 

tJJjf  Value  of  proper  advertising  matter  is 
j„Jg  mor<;  ful|y  realised  in  the  south.  For 
n“c*’. tlle  Newhnven  Society  lately  issued 
Hof  f!!aS x"g  original  leaflet  which  could 
SoLi  ,t°  attract  attention.  The  London 
th« Tu  ‘jis  a Publicity  department,  under 
this  K 6 direction  of  Mr.  James  Mvlles.  >md 
and  1 k *S1Ued  s,ome  tolling  posters,  leaflets, 
is  an  ; r *Te  ful1  of  pulling  matter.  This 
societv'  ♦ c,at,on  °f  what  can  be  done  when  a 
*oik.  ,,Uies  up  m «»r«'Ost  this  essential 

f *ri  aiJ  should  therefore  be  obtained 
An  nr!.  Procuration  of  advertising  matter. 

°®oial  has  not  the  time,  aud 
tvrt.-ui)  a^S  ahility,  for  this  work.  A 
ejp),  8u,n  should  be  devoted  to  publicity 
Upon  ' ear>  a,K*  a systematic  plan  agreed 

A Interesting  the  Readers. 

for™  of  newspaper  ad- 
bom  tbo  '-S  UP  ” as  distinot 

o amplayed  advertisement*.  A lead- 


ing  London  store  has  made  a special  point 
of  this  style  of  public  appeal,  and  the  well- 
written  articles  always  find  many  readers. 
Inis  again  is  til©  work  of  an  expert,  and 
could  not  be  delegated  to  an  ordinary  official. 

ihere  is  one  plan  of  advertising  which  i^ 
.neglected  by  some  societies,  aud  that  is  the 
use  ot  the  vans  and  lurries  for  posters. 
L,very  vehicle  so  utilised  becomes  a peram- 
bulating advertisement  to  thousands  of 
people.  Jhis  sj’stem  has  been  adopted  by 
private  firms  in  London  and  by  the  railway 
companies.  Then  again  there  is  the  use  of 
the  cinema  and  the  curtain  at  th'ese  popular 
p .ices  of  amusement.  Therefore  manv  other 
ways  which  suggest. themselves  by  which  we 
can  spread  the  cause  of  co-operation  far 
and  wide,  and  a regular  system  of  pushing 
the  circulation  of  the  ‘‘  Co-opera five  News-” 
and  its  allied  publications  by  local  societies 
would  intensify  co-operative  activity  among 
the  existing  members.. 

The. suggestions  outlined  here  are  given  as 
a basis  tor  discussion  in  the  committee  room 
and  it  is  not  pretended  that  they  fully  cover 
the  whole  points  of  an  important  question. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

Oiidek  your  Ascension  robes  I A delegate 
tramped  six  miles  on  Saturday  to  hear  a 
paper  and  a discussion  on  the  co-operative 
press  at  a district  conference;  and  another 
delegate  accused  a journalist  of  modesty. 

Lord  Nouthcliffe's  recent  onslaught  oil 
the  newspaper  millionaires  has  been  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form.  The  publication 
of  their  photos  in  the  pamphlet  is  the 
greatest  unkinduess  the  noble  lord  has  yet 
done  some  of  his  rivals. 

Defecates  to  Congress  will  be  glad  that 
they  had  hot  to  go  to  the  same  place  in  17”G 
for  then  they  would  have  had  to  call  it 
Liighthelmstone  instead  of  Brighton,  and 
Congress  delegates  use  big  enough  words 
without  1 laving  to  go  in  for  any  memory  test 
lik*3  that. 

The  Brighton  Society  was  one  of  the  first 
to  adopt  dinner-hour  closing  in  it.s  shops — 
as  was  duly  chronicled  in  the  ” News  ” in 
August,  1915.  This  innovation  at  the 


SEVERN  SALMON  FISHERIES. 


By  HAROLD  T.  WILKINS. 


Chasing  the  flying  shadows  across  the 
tideway  brimming  with  the  spring  flood  of 
waters,  the  transient  sunlight  falls  upon  the 
canvas  nets  of  tli©  fishermen-waders,  making 
them  glisten  like  silver,  fairy  wings  against 
the  tender,  blue  sky. 

Down  to  the  sea  glide  the  ruddy -sailed 
Severn  craft,  while  the  soft  airs,  gently 
kissing  the  ripples  of  the  water,  bode  not 
merely  fine  sport,  but  profitable  salmon- 
fishing  on  the  foreshpre. 

Fresh  from  the  deep  waters  of  the 
Atlantic,  plump  and  in  fine  fettle,  the  grace- 
ful king  of  fish  loves  to  lie  in  tile  lee  of  a 
submerged  rock,  or  in  deep,  still  pools  near 
the  shore.  Occasionally,  the  light  glances 
upon  his  glittering  mail  as  with  swift,  strong 
strokes,  he  glides  across  the  pool,  up-stream. 
It  is  then  that  the  keeir-eyed  fisherman 
snatches  liis  advantage— a cast  of  the  net, 
and  a mass  of  silvery  scales,  undulating  o.n  a 
quivering  body,  flounders  at  the  bottom  of 
the  6coop. 

But  a coni  panion  fish  has  shot  into  the 
tideway.  On  he  goes  up-stream  through 
its  translucent  current,  until  ripples  and 
eddies  in  the  water  betoken  the  proximity  of 
a weir.  For  a time,  he  lies  in  tile  deep  pool 
at  the  foot  of  the  rapid,  and  then,  assisted 
by  the  flood  waters,  which  have  diminished 
the  height  of  the  weir,  swiftly  forces  his 
grey,  scaly  body  up  a rough  ladder,  and 
poising  himself  at  the  edge  of  the  roaring 
cataract,  hurtles  clean  through  the  air  into 
the  deeper  waters  above.  He  knows  of 
quiet,  water-meadows  farther  up  river, 
shaded  by  willow®,  with  the  gravelly  shallows 
beloved  of  spawning  salmon,. 

Alas  for  the  regal  fish,  however,  February 
fill-dyke  marks  the  end  of  the  dose  season ! 
.Severn  salmon  commands  a high  price  in  the 
market,  these  hard  times,  and  this  “ daintv, 
wholesome  fish,”  food  of  the  gods,  gives  ri!e 
to  another  British  industry  in  this  estuar. 
of  vast  mud  flats,  shoals,  and  shifting  tides. 
By  the  piscatorial  -law  of  the  liver,  our 


salmon  may  laugh  at  the  net  of  the  fisher- 
man in  the  brief  spell  from  Saturday  noon 
to  Monday  morn.  On  the  river’®  bank, 
stands  a man  holding  one  end  of  a seine  net. 
Out  in  the  stream  two  men  in  a boat  describe, 
as  they  row,  a wide  arc,  enclosing  an  area  of 
water  ii^  a network  of  webbing,  lightened 
with  oork  floats  and  freighted  with  leads 
below.  The  boat  is  now  clo6c  inslioiu,  -the 
anchor  is  let  down,  and  one  of  the  crew, 
jumping  to  the  bank,  rejoins  the  first  man 
higher  up.  Both  men  th£n  approach  the 
boat,  until,  a short  distance  away,  they 
haul  in  the  net  with  its  Splendid  catch  of 
a Severn  salmon,  “ clean  run,”  nearly  'four 
feet  in  length,  and  forty  pounds  in  weight. 

As  Air.  Snodgrass  murmured  on  an 
historic  occasion:  “ It  was  the  ealmon!” 
Hnd~he  escaped  this  fate,  he  might  per- 
chance have  pressed  into  the  putcher—  that 
funnel-shaped  basket  set  at  right  angles  to 
the  shore,  into  which  salmon  may  enter  but 
not  leave — alive ! 

On  the  analogy  o>f  the  desert  camel,  when 
the  salmon  enters  fresh  water  fiom  the  sea 
he  abstains  from  food,  subsisting  for  mouths 
upon  his  store  of  fat  accumulated  in  the  d.vp 
sea.  Apropos  of  this  singular  fact,  there 
used  to  be  current  at  Gloucester  a story  to 
the  effect  that  formerly  so  plentiful  were 
lmon  in  local  water®,  a clause  was  inserted 
in  indentures  that  apprentices  were  not  to 
he  compelled  to  eat  the  fish  for  dinner  more 
than  thrice  a week. 

Possibly,  as  Bueklnnd  suggested,  this 
legend  had  its  origin  in  the  provision  for  the 
unfortunate  apprentices  of  the  emaciated, 
unwholesome  kelt,  as  the  migrating  salmon 
returning  from  tlie  spawning  grounds  Is 
called. 

Anyway,  in  the  south  aisle  of  Tin  tern 
Abbey,  hard  by  where  a ripple  on  the  water® 
of  the  Wye  denotes  the  presence  of  a former 
monastic,  fishing  weir,  you  may,  to-day,  see 
a moss-grown  tombstone  incised  with  the 
figure  of  an  old  salmon  kelt,  beaked  like  a 
hawk  about  the  snout. 


PAST,  PRESENT,  AND  FUTURE  CONGRESSES. 


(1)  How  delegates  would  go  to  Corgres 
travelled  in  tne  year  after  Rochdale. 


be  unnecessary  to  travel. 


Delegates  will  sit  at  home; 
their  remarks. 


' in  Dr.  King’s  time.  (2)  How  they  would  have 
3)  Modes  of  travel  in  1922.  * 


(4)  In  1942  it  will 
and  ” broadcast  ” 


Brighton  co-operative  shop,  cpiicMy  oaughd 
on  m the  town  and  spread  along, t'he  const. 

Ksmi-  Town,  that  district  of  Brighton  in 
wh.di  G J.  Holyonke  lived  It*  last  quarter 
of  a century,  was  originally  c,f  .nlal|  Vilju,, 
In  a volume,  published  in  1831,  it  was 
stated  Hint  the  father  of  Mr.  Kemp  cri-m- 

nlly  purchased  the  whole  rf  his  estate  „t 
“ttle  more  than  £20,000.  By  1825  unwinds 
Of  two  millions  had  been  realised— and 
nearly  a hundred  years  and  a good  m,my 
mote  millions  have  passed  since  then.  When 
will  co-operators  get  back  to  the  land  bv  tho 
seashore ? 

Portsmouth,  which  will  he  the  objective 
ot  the  trip  following  Congress,  was  repre. 
seated  for  many  years,  in  mitidn.il  co-opera, 
tion  by  M,-.  Henry  Elsey,  who  has  long 
resided  at  Southsem  The  president  of  the 
society  during  the  Portsmouth  Congress, 

* r'  * • Frnnkling,  passed  away  recently. 

I he  society  there  operates  in  Sussex  as  well 
as  Hampshire,  and  1015  opened  a branch 
at  Cinches  ter.  It  has  another  at  JBognor. 

Two  pioneers  of  *oo=bperotton  were 
ac lively,  associated  with  the  movement  in 
Susses.  Old  Henry  Pumphrey  was  a notable 
figure  m the  brave  days  when  co^peUdi™ 
advocates  were  assailed  by  tradesmen  who 
Stormed  platforms  and  organised  opposition. 
Ho  was  a founder  of  the  society  at  Lowes 
and  left  it  a legacy  at  his  death  R H* 
Tult,  another  C.W.S.  director,  lived  at 
Hastings,  and  did  sterling  set  vice  in  the 
oral  society’s  day  of  email  things.  His 
brother,  W.  G.,  was  associated  with  the 
Sheerness  Society,  and  they  mere  a noiallo 
pair  who  brought  to  cwrperativo  business 
something  of  the  carefully-ordered  methods 
of  dockyard  service. 

Mrs.  Green,  a member  of  the  Central 
Ciommittee  of  the  Women’s  Guild  is 
attached  to  the  Worthing  braneh  of  the 
Brighton  Society.  Her  first  co-opemtivo 
experiences  were  with  the  Gnnning  To.vn 
branch  of  the  Guild.  Then  she  was  elected 
ns  the  first  woman  on  the  education  com- 
mittee of  the  Stratford  Society—  in  the  days 
wh‘311  the  recognition  of  women  wn®  be- 
ginning in  the  co-operative  boardroom.  And 
when  she  removed  to  the  south  coast  she 
took  up  membership  kith  the  Brighton 
Society. 

One  of  tlw  last  conferences  attended  by 
J.  C.  Gray  as  secretary  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  was  held  at  Brighton.  Mr.  Gray 
read  a paper  on  ‘‘  Income  Tax  ” in  the  after- 
noon, and  Mr.  A.  Henderson,  then  a newly- 
elected-  M.P.,  addressed  a great  gathering 
in  tlmJ)ome  in  the  evening.  He  and  the 
then  London  .correspondent  of  the  “News” 
travelled  back  to  town  together,  and  the 
result  was  Mr.  Henderson's  wider  introduc- 
tion to  co-operators  as  a Modern  Influence 
in  the  *'  Mitigate.” 

Just  twenty  years  ago  last  Monday,  the 
22nd,  the  remains  of  Alexander  M'I.eod 
were  taken  to  rest  in  Woolwich  Cemetery. 
Never  before  had  swell  a concourse  of 
people  lined  the  streets  of  Woolwich  as  on 
that  day.  The  rain  fell  in  torrents,  and  I 
remember  how  a tear-stricken  woman, 
standing  near  the  graveside,  remarked 
that  the  heavens  were  weeping  in  sympathy. 
M'Leod  was  a triumph  of  sturdy  strength 
for  tile  Royal  Arsenal  Society  in  tho 
strenuous  day®  when  even  his  fellow- 
workers  did  not  realise  the  possibilities  ho 
visioned — and  strove  to  materialise.  The 
society  he  founded  is  stronger  than  ever. 


I am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Court  of 
Governors  of  the  Manchester  University 
has  decided  to  confer  the  honorary  Litt.D. 
degree  on  Graham  Walla®,  the  Professor 
of  Political  Science  at  the  University  of 
London.  Mr.  Wallas  was  one  of  the 
original  Fabian  essayists,  and  was  a con- 
tributor to  the  “News”  in  the  old  days 
when  Mr.  Harold  Cox  wrote  in  these 
columns.  Professor  Wallas  has  gone 
forward,  while  Mr.  Cox  ha®  retreated  to 
reactionary  journals  and  ideas. 

The  famous  Temperance  Hall  at  Belton 
has  closed  its  doors  after  eightv-two  years’ 
association  with  the  public  life  of  the  town. 
Every  great  politician  of  the  Victorian  era 
has  spoken  from  its  platform,  and  for  many 
years  the  Bolton  co-operators  held  annual 
festivals  there.  Similarly  at  Leicester 
there  was  a Temperance  Hall,  which  w.-wt 
frequently  used  by  the  co-operative  society. 
Evidently  these  big  halls  seem  to  be  less 
in  demand  for  the  old  serious  educational 
purposes.  Nowadays  we  seem  to  live  by 
pictures.  Oct  and  About. 
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CAPITAL  AND  TRADE  CAMPAIGNS 


OPINIONS  AT  THE  UNITED  BOARD  MEETING. 

OVERLAPPING  DIFFICULTIES  : CONGRESS  EXHIBITIONS  : 
PIONEERS'  NIGHT  IN  SCOTLAND. 


MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

[Corn rsro \t> ext  3 an*  request'd  (o  write  in  Ink.  on 
of,-  mJe  of  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  slating 
tic.  x.  oiTiipntiun,  r.nl  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
•'  i.oms  de-pi. i.iw  •'  or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
r An,*-*  and  nJdres.-es  as  prool  ol  good  laitb.  No  acute 
cordirtons  or  revs  requiring  to  be  seen  can  be  con- 
eideird.  Address.  " Tlie  Doctor,"  ''  Co-operative  News," 
Long  ilillgate,  Manchester.] 

Epilepsy  (•Anxious  Mother"). — I fear 
the  attacks  are  epileptic.  Consult  your 
doctor.  ,, 

••  Forester — Mace." — You  should  seethe 
dc.t:  r again;  the  enlargement  may  be 
serious. 

“ Water  Drinking."— There  is  no  special 
virtue  in  the  advice  referred  to.  lve§p  up 
ycur  moderate  exercise  aud  abstinence,  with 
little  meat  in  diet. 

“ Silver  Badge.”— The  pnin  in  the  knee 
which  you  describe  is  probably  neuralgic. 
Try  rubbing  the  part  with  "opodeldoc," 
after  bathing  it  with  hot  water. 

Deafness  (“  Auricular A deafness 
from  rupture  of  the  drum,  which  has  Listed 
from  boyhood  to  tig*  age  of  forty-four  years, 
is  not  likely  to  be  recovered  from  now ; and 
1 fear  it  vs  now  a case  of  " grinning  and 
biding." 

“Constant  Worry.” — Having  been  pro- 
nounced "all  right  and  fit  to  marry"  by 
the  hospital  doctor,  there  is  no  need  for  you 
to  worry  about  the  symptoms  you  refer  to. 
They  are  probably  only  " nervous,”  and  of 
no  consequence. 

Corn  and  Callosities  on  Feet  ” 
(“  Feet  ”). — Try  salicylic  acid  ointment — 5 
%er  cent. — applied  nightly  for  three  nights, 
protecting  by  lint  and  bandage,  and  after- 
wards soaking  in  solution  of  soda. 

Sycosis  and  Weeping  Eczema  (“  Very 
Tolerant  The  X-ray  treatment,  skil- 
fully applied  by  an  experienced  user,  prob- 
ably best  at  a hospital,  is  the  best  for  " sy- 
cosis." For  weeping  eczema,  use  boracic 
ilnd  zinc  ointment,  continuously  applied. 
Apply  no  water  or  soap,  removing  the  secre- 
tion and  discharge  by  means  of  pledgets 
ol  lint  soaked  in  olive  oil. 

Frost  Bite— at  Sixty-Four  Years  of 
Age  (“  Grateful  ”).— Lowering  circulation 
from  lessening  vitality  is  the  cause  of  your 
winter  trouble,  for  which  the  only  treatment 
is  by  prevention,  by  good  food,  externaT 
warmth,  warm  clothing,  gentle  exercise, — 
to  keep  up  the  circulation — warmth  in  bed 
(bed  socks  and  perhaps  a hot  bottle),  and 
such.  You,  too,  must  realise  the  oncoming 
of  "anno  domini." 

Tirf.d  Feet  and  Neuralgia  (“  Mr.  W. 
W.”).— (1)  Bathing  the  feet  in  very  hot 
water  at  bedtime,  drying  thoroughly,  dab- 
bing them  with  methylated  spirit,  and 
allowing  it  to  dry  in.  (2)  Take  this  mix- 
ture:— Sulphate  of  quinine,  16  grains; 
hvdrobromic  acid,  2 drachms;  dilute  phos- 
phoric acid,  2 drachms;  liquor  .strychnin®, 
1 drachm ; chloroform  water  to  8 ounces. 
One  tablespoonful  three  times  a day. 

“ Heather.” — With  “ a husband  and  six 
of  a family  to  look  after.”  there  is  no  fear 
of  your  being  underworked.  Your  abdo- 
minal pains  are  probably  due  to  intestinal 
indigestion,  for  which  you  might  try  this 
mixture : —Powdered  Turkey  rhubarb,  1 
draolim ; tincture  of  nux  vomica,  2 drachms; 
tincture  of  ginger,  2 drachms ; spirit  of 
chloroform,  2 drachms;  peppermint  water 
to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three 
times  a dny. 

“ Vexed.” — Your  complaint  and  present 
condition  are  quite  common,  but  .you  can  be 
assured  that  tl.o  ultimate  consequences  are 
not  serious;  that  you  will  get  quite  normal 
in  time  if  you  continue  votir  present  treat- 
ment and  hygienic  living.  Your  present 
trouble  will  gradually  lessen,  and  no  j)«r- 
mauent  harm  will  result  even  if  it  continues 
at  intervals.  So  “ cheer  up!"  and  look  for- 
ward with  hope  and  confidence  to  the  future. 
Many  thanks  for  your  commendation  of  cur 
Medical  Column. 

Neurasthenia  (“May"). — If  “wishing" 
to  get  better  could  help  one  with  your  symp- 
toms, then  assuredly  neurasthenia  would 
not  be  so  common.  It  is  a trial  of  patience 
and  faith,  but  you  can  be  assured  that  in 
time,  and  by  persistence  in  the  use  of  the 
remedies  and  measures,  you  will  get  back 
to  health.  This  is  the  answer  to  your  ques- 
tion, " Is  it  possible  to  get  real  better  of 
neurasthenia?”  There  is  no  special  “medi- 
cine " which  will  do  this;  the  “ cure"  can 
only  be  accomplished  naturally  and  slowly. 

“ Shaws." — At  sixty  years  of  age  the 
dizziness  of  your  mother  is  probably  due  to 
degeneration  of  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  for 
which  there  is  no  “ cure,"  the  disease  being 
a natural  result  of  advancing  age,  with  a 
tendency  to  progressive  worsening  rather 
than  lessening,  and  with  the  possibility  of  a 
“stroke"  from  rupture  of  one  of  these  de- 
generating arteries.  Read,  mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digest  my  reply  to  " Lancashire.” 
This  is  one  of  the  “ candid  replies  " you  say 
you  commend  in  our  Medical  Column.  Truth 
is  best. 

“ Nerves.” — Hysteria  is  tlie  cause  of 
yoor  trouble,  and  from  this  no  medicine  can 
cure  you.  Help  can  only  come  from  or 
through  yourself.  The  fears  you  express 
have  no  real  foundation.  Y*ou  worsen  them 
by  giving  way  to  imaginary  ideas,  and  the 
sooner  you  set  about  regaining  control  of 
yourself  the  better  for  yourself — and  your 
“ fiance."  But,  as  you  yourself  svujjest, 
“ it  would  not  be  fair  to  burden  a man  with 
such  a miserable  person  as  you  are  at 
times."  What  you  need  is  more  oot-of-doors 
exercise,  not  more,  but  less,  “excitement,” 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


The  last  meeting  of  tlie  United  Board 
before  Congress  was  mainly  of  a routine 
character.  There  were  many  items  on  the 
agenda,  but  nothing  of  a controversial 
character.  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (chairman  of 
the  Central  Board)  presided,  and  he  was 
supported  by  the  general  secretary  (Mr.  A. 
Whitehead)  and  the  assistant  secretary 
(Mr.-  T.  Horrocks),  and  representatives 
were  present  from  all  the  sections. 

On  the  minutes  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators,  com- 
ments were  made  on  the  number  of  cases 
being  dealt  with  by  this  committee,  and 
tRe  General  Secretary  stated  that  the  lack 
of  a Sectional  Wages  Council  in  the 
Southern  Section  had  caused  a good  deal-  of 
extra  work  to  be  placed  on  the  committee. 

Messrs.  Houghton  (North-Western  Sec- 
tion) and  Riddle  (Northern  Section)  moved 
and  seconded  that  the  Southern  Section 
should  be  requested  to  attempt  to  re- 
organise the  Sectional  Wages  Council. 

air.  Millerehip  (Midland  Section)  re- 
marked that  there  were  strong  protests  at 
the  delays  in  regard  to  wages  matters  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Midland  Section. 
It  was  contended  that  the  machinery  did 
not  work  quickly  enough.  He  thought  it 
was  possible  to  overhaul  the  machinery  and 
obviate  the  necessity  of  90  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  going  before  the  Joint  Committee. 

The  resolution  was  approved. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  the  total 
subscriptions  received  to  date  by  the  Co- 
operative Union  were  £12,775,  by  the  Co- 
operative Party  £2,578,  and  by  the  Inter- 
national Alliance  £892.  The  amount  re- 
ceived for  the  Russian  Fund  was  £2,785. 

Chopwell  Drug  Association  and  East 
Bohlon  Federated  Bakeries  (Northern  Sec- 
tion) and  Plympton  Society  (South-Western 
Section)  were  accepted  as  members. 

Disbandment  of  Capital  Committee. 

It  was  reported  that  the  C.W.S.  Com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  the  w ork  of  the 
National  Committee  for  Capital  Propaganda 
had  been  carried  through,  and  there  did 
not  appear  any  necessity  for  its 
continuance.  " 

Mr.  Gregory  (a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee) stated  tlivt  a portion  of  the  committee 
were  in  favour  of  keeping  it  alive.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  course  suggested  was 
the  right  one  to  take,  although  it  was  not 
taken  in  a constitutional  way. 

Mr"  Ramsay  (South-Western  Section)  said 
the  Central  Board  of  the  United  Board  had 
passed  to  this  committee  the  duty  of  carry- 
ing out  a trade  campaign,  and  he  contended 
that  there  was  just  as  much  need  for  a 
campaign  for  trade  as  there  was  for  capital. 
The  recommendation  to  refer  the  trade 
campaign  to  the  Joint  Propaganda  Com- 
mittee cut  out  the  Women’s  Guild. 

Mr.  Hayward  (North-Western  Section) 
knew  of  no  evidence,  so  far  as  his  observa- 
tions went,  that  had  lessened  the  need  for 
this  propaganda.  If  this  committee  had  any 
justification  at  the  start,  that  justifica- 
tion. existed1  to-day.  He  moved  that 
the  C.W.S.  be  informed  that  the  United 
Board  regretted  the  decision  made  for  the 
reasons  he  had  stated,  and  hoped  the  C.W.S. 
directors  would  reconsider  the  matter,  with 
a view  to  continuing  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Ramsay  seconded. 

Mr.  Riddle  considered  it  necessary  that 
this  work  should  be  done,  and  he  hoped 
the  United  Board  would  not  say  it  would 
be  stopped  simply  because  one  section  said 
they  had  cot,  their  interest  served. 

Mr.  Millerchip  (Midland  Section) 
pointed- out  that  propaganda  work  was  one 
of  the  duties  of  the  sectional  boards.  He 
was  not  in  favour  of  multiplying  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  Hayward’s  resolution  was  eventually 
adopted. 

Foreign  Congresses. 

The  General  Secretary  announced  that 
the  following  members  of  the  Central  Board 
had  been  appointed  to  attend  the  foreign 
Congresses: — Belgian,  Mr.  Millington  (Mid- 
land Section) ; French,  31  r.  T.  T. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

less  worrying  and  introspection  and  brood- 
ing and  indulging  in  Imaginary  fears. 
There  is  nothing  really  the  matter  with  you, 
and  the  sooner  you  realise  this  the  better. 
A course  of  syrup  of  hvpophosphites  might 
help  you  as  a nerve  tonic.  3fany  thanks  for 
your  commendation  of  our  3Iedical  Column. 

Blood  Pressure  (“  Lancashire  ”). — Tlie 
statement  of  your  doctor  that  “ the  pulse 
is  too  low"  indicates  low  blood  pressure, 
and  the  treatment  indicated  in  your  letter 
is  tlie  best  you  can  take  to  reduce  the  blood 
pressure.  High  blood  pressure  does  not 
indicate  " a poor  circulation,”  but  the  oppo- 
site. Getting  out  into  tlie  open  air  as  much 
as  possible  is  all  to  your  benefit,  as  also  is 
putting  your  feet  in  mustard  and  water  at 
bedtime  occasionally.  But  you  must  “ give 
in  " to  “ anno  domini."  which  at  fifty-five 
years  of  age  is  slowly  but  surely  creeping 
on.  Y'our  diet  is  all  right,  bat  limitation  in 
the  amount  of  food  is  of  more  importance 
than  in  its  kind.  Give  over  worrying  about 
your  having  a stroke,  and  don't  overfeed 
yourself.  More,  harm  is  done  by  too  much 
food  than  too  little ; and  as  to  alcohol,  those 
are  best  off  who  get  least. 


Davis  (South-Western  Section) ; German, 
Mr.  J.  P.  DavLs  (Western  Section). 
He  mentioned  that  the  C.W.S. 
were  not  sending  a representative 
to  the  German  Congress,  and  iu  the  cir- 
cumstances it  would  l>e  better  for  the  Union 
to  appoint  an  additional  representative. 
The  suggestion  was  approved,  and  the 
North-Western  Section  were  directed  to 
appoint  a representative. 

W.  E.  A. 

The  Education  Committee  recommended 
that,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  subscrip- 
tion to  the  W.E.A.  of  £10,  an  additional 
£10  should  be  granted  because  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  association  at  present.  Tlie 
recommendation  was  approved. 

Statistical  Department. 

In  view  of  tlie  vacancy  on  the  statistical 
staff  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  O.  T.  Hop- 
kins, a suggestion  was  made  that  the  sta- 
tistical, section  should  be  made  a separate 
department,  with  a separate  chief,  and  so 
leave  Professor  Hall  free  to  devote  his 
whole  attention  to  educational  matters. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Sub-Office 
Committee. 

Overlapping. 

Messrs.  Rae,  Ramsay,  and  Hayward 
were  appointed  to  meet  deputations  front 
the  Tibshelf  and  Ripley  Societies  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  overlapping  reported  to  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Central  Board. 

Mr.  Rae  was  also  appointed  to  act  as 
peacemaker  in  regard  to  the  trouble  between 
the  Rnmsbottom  and  Eden  field  Societies. 
Iu  this  case,  although  both  societies  had 
agreed  to  arbitration  on  the  question  of 
opening  a branch  in  a certain  area,  the 
Edenfield  Society  had  refused  to  accept  the 
decision  of  the  arbitrators. 

It  was  also  resolved  that  a letter  of  pro- 
test should  be  sent  to  the  Edenfield  Society. 

Metropolitan  District. 

A request  was  received  from  3Ietropolitan 
Association  for  permission  to  co-opt  repre- 
sentatives of  the  London  Society  on  the 
executive  committee,  ns  owing  to  the  amal- 
gamations that  had  taken  place  to  form  the 
London  Society,  they  were  likely  to  lose  tlie 
I services  of  several  useful  members. 

Approval  was  given  for  this  year  only. 

The  South-Western  Section  proposed  that 
the  minutes  of  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators  should  be 
supplied  to  secretaries  of  District  Hours 
and  Wages  Boards  for  information  in  regard 
to  awards  made. 

It  was  decided  that  the  Labour  Adviser’s 
Committee  should  consider  how  best  the 
information  could  be  supplied. 

Trade  Unions  Congress. 

The  Northern  Section  suggested  that  the 
Trade  Unions  Congress  should  be  ap- 
proached with  a view  to  co-operative  repre- 
sentatives attending  that  Congress  for  the 
purpose  of  pressing  the  claims  of  the  co- 
operative movement. 

It  was  decided  not  to  go  forward  with  the 
suggestion,  but  that  the  fraternal  delegate 
to  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  should  voice 
the  claims  of  the  co-operative  movement  to 
trade  unionists. 

Congress  Exhibitions. 

A letter  was  read  from  the  Co-operative 
Productive  Federation  drawing  attention  to 
the  inconvenience  caused  to  its  members  by 
the  abandonment  of  the  exhibition  at 
Brighton,  following  a similar  decision  at 
Scarborough.  The  Federation  urged  that 
the  suitability  of  the  building  should  be 
ensured  before  arrangements  were  made, 
and  also  suggested  that  the  Congress  Exlii- 
Uition  should  l>e  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  Joint  Exhibitions  Committee. 

Tlie  Chairman  remarked  that  the  exhibi- 
tion at  Brighton  had  not  been  abandoned 
because  of  tlie  unsuitability  of  tlie  building, 
but  because  the  building  was  not  available. 

The  Secretary  remarked  that  with  regard 
to  r?xt  yenr's  Congress,  the  committee  of 
inspection  had  made  the  condition  that  the 
Scottish  societies  should  give  an  assurance 
in  writing  that  the  accommodation  required 
both  for  Congress  and  Exhibition  would  be 
available. 

A suggestion  w4s  received  from  the  Scot- 
tish Section  that  copies  of  the  inaugural 
address  should  be  supplied  to  the  delegates. 

The  Genera!  Secretary  stated  that  before 
this  request  came /to  hand  it  had  been  de- 
cided that  no  copies  of, the  address  should 
be  distributed  except  to  the  press  and  the 
chairman. 

The  secretary’s  decision  was  approved. 

— - Pioneers'  Night. 

A letter  was  read  to  the  effect  that  a 
numher  of  societies  in  Gla-sgow  had  com- 
bined for  the  purpose  of  holding  a monster 
demonstration  to  celebrate  tlie  opening  of 
tlie  first  co-operative  shop  in  Toad-lane. 
The  largest  hall  in  the  city — capable  of  hold- 
ing 5,000  people — had  been  secured  for 
December  21st,  and  the  United  Board  were 
requested  to  send  a representative  to  the 
gathering.  The  chairman  (3fr.  W.  R.  Rae) 
was  selected. 

It  was  decided  that  the  next  meeting 
should  be  held  on  July  8th. 


REFORM  WANTED, 

WASTE  OF  INDUSTRIAL  1NSIr.\NCe 
[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  NEff*w 

Sin, — The  life  insurance  of  the 
bv  small  weekly  payments  of  preimuJ  u* 
for  long  years  presented  manv  \or,.'  ** 
satisfactory  features  in  its  working  U 
administration.  The  revelation,  7 
Parmoor  Commission  of  inquiry  th 
coming  as  a rude  shock  to  m.uiv  r ore  i 
feetly  well  known  to  some,  and  t|H. 
dilution  in  the  House  of  Lords  I.i,t  \ua  ' 
of  a measure  framed  on  the  findings  , 
recoin meudat ions  of  that  Commission  , 
welcomed  as  an  effort  on  tlie  part  0f  ii! 
Government  to  safeguard  the  interest*  7/ 
policy-holders  and  remove  the  grave 
fQiind  to  obtain  in  the  system.  Th© 
is  again  to  be  brought  forward  for  its  p,‘j 
reading,  and  it  is  earnestly  honed  »,|j 
receive  the  support  of  all  sertioiu  d 
political  thought  in  purging  the 
from  its  present  state  of  potential 

Some  of  the  findings  of  Lord  l’arnio*’ 
Committee  may  be  here  mentioned.  Tb« 
were  (“  inter  alia  ")  that  the  expense*  at 
management,  including  larger  payment,  u 
dividends  to  shareholders,  were  1 1 per  u m 
or  5fd.  taken  from  every  shilling  paid  in 
premiums,  whilst  the  dividends  paid 
40,  50,  and  0Q  per  cent.,  all  iiuomo  iu 
free.  One  company,  with  an  authorised 
capital  of  a million,  of  which  less  tlm 
£10,000  had'  been  found  iu  actual  cash,  In. 
already  paid  over  5,000  j>er  cent,  tu  it, 
original  shareholders,  whilst  the  industrial 
policy-holder  has  been  deprived  of  nnt 
actual  participation  iu  tuese  enorniui’ 
profits. 

Another  finding  was  that  five  millions  of 
policies  annually  lapsed,  involving  a yearly 
loss  of  upwards  of  £500,000  paid  in  pro- 
miums.  These  are  figures  of  normal  time*. 
The  estimate  at  the  present  timo  i,  that, 
owing  to  the  present  great  wave  of  on  em- 
ployment these  alarming  figures  aro  doubled. 
Such  a waste  of  money  can  .scarcely  be 
regarded  ns  " thrift,"  aud  it  is  devoutly 
to  be  desired  the  Government  will  sternly 
reform  the  whole  present  objectionable  anil 
discreditable  system.— Yours,  At., 

Charles  Ei.tox, 

156,  Pershore-road,  Edgbuafim, 
Birmingham. 


CHEAPER  MILK. 


“ BARROVIA"  ASKS  FOR  DETAILS. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  Nkwb."] 

Sir, — The  recent  articles  on  the  milkqmi- 
tion  have  been  very  interesting  and  imp  r- 
tnnt.  Members  of  the  Derby  and  Ac  ni';tua 
Societies  ore  fortunate  in  having  progrewiv* 
management  committees,  and  it  is  pleading 
to  note  how  the  Derby  members,  by  tins 
increased  suJe  of  500  gallons,  appreciate! 
the  reduction  to  4d.  per  quart. 

Other  districts  have  not  us  yet  adopted 
similarly  eidightened  policy.  Tlie  Iwrro* 
Society,  along  with  the  private  milk  dealer* 
of  the  town,  bus  since  May  1st  charged  >1. 
per  quart  for  milk.  Its  sales  are  :q>|>niti* 
mutely  1,700  gallons  per  week,  and,  roughly, 
one-third  of  tlii-s  quantity  is  produew 
its  own  farm,  situated  at  a distance 
seveu  miles.  Total  distribution  cosM,  in- 
cluding wages,  interest  on  capital,  rlc|»r*<  l*- 
tion,  and  all  other  overhead  charges,  amount 
to  5.08d.  per  gallon.  Of  this  wage- 
reach  3d.  per  gallon,  as  per  last  liall-vem/ 
balance  sheet.  . . 

Obviously  to  enable  backward  district*  ' 
adopt  improved  methods  obtaining  in  S'- 
ahead  societies,  it  is  essential  that  m 
furmatiou  lie  given  regarding  the  pru«'| 
costs:— (1)  Producers’  charge*  and 
tri bulion  costs;  which  make  up  the  * 
price  of  milk.  No  definite  information 
conveyed  in  the  article  dealing  **“* 
Derby  Society’s  activities  on  . tlieM> .. 
portant  questions.  Co-operators  in  «'«' 
row  area,  and  also  other  place*  w“” 
operative  societies  are  retailing  »i 
higher  rates,  would  welcome  details  «•  ' 
in  order  to  make  the  required  1 
and  concentrate  on  the  essential  renu_ 


id  concentrate  on  the  essential  r* ■ > . 

Will  prominent  members  of  the 
and  other  progressive  societies  kindly  * P 
‘ ‘ ' formation  through  the  medium  \ 


thii 

“ Co-operative  N* 
cerely. 

May  15th,  1922. 


-I  am.  yoan 
Babko vu- 


BUYING  “ OUTSIDE." 

the  Editor.  “Co-operative  . r 

t, — There  is  great  need  for  the 
of  the  different  societies  to  in'l,J1" 
w and  where  tlie  goods  required  '■ 
ctive  societies  are  purchased,  eo  ^ 
.lie  reduction  in  tlie  output  f 
S.  Their  last  report  shows  that  ^ 
good  deal  more  purchased  ou 
ment  than  there  used  to  be.  ^ 
of  this  can  be  accounted  for '<9 
■s,  after  they  have  tried  to 
to  bear,  going  outside  to  W*  j(Utt 
anointing  tbeir  respective. 
flowing  them  to  bring  1orU*tF  ^ 
ar  on  the  C.W.S.  Then  £ ^ 

litteemen  who  do  not  inter 
\ sufficiently  in  the  que-Uon  « ^ 
ooda  required  bv  their 
>r«  purchased.  If  j 

that,  instead  of  a redact**  . 

» C.W.S..  there  would 
e.—' Yours  respectfully,  A “D 
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SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 

AND  NEWS. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING  NOWADAYS. 


Mb.  S.  Bees  (Co-operative  Party  Or- 
, ganiticr)  has  been  busy  recently  visiting 
societies  in  the  South-West.  A sectional 
meeting  of  the  party  is  to  be  held  some 
time  in  June  at  Buckfastleigh. 

Brixham  Women’s  Guild  is  going  strong. 
Its  youthful  expansiveness  now  embraces 
almost  the  whole  of  the  women  of  the 
foiling  town.  ^ 

Penzance  bakery  comes  on  apace,  but 
has  a capacity  for  a big  influx  of  trade; 
Falmouth  is  increasing  trade  and  capital; 
j Bodmin  is  steadily  progressing;  and  Lis- 
I kcard  maintains  the  premier  position  in 
the  town.  Camborne,  however,  is  still 
feeling  the  acute  effects  of  the  industrial 
| depression,  and  generally  the  societies  in 
the  " Duchy”  are  awaiting  with  interest  a 
revival  in  industrial  conditions. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Mr.  J.  Tellwright 
(Bovey  Tracey  and  Devon  District  Com- 
[ rnittee)  and  Mr.  T.  Leman,  J.P.  (Teign- 
[ mouth  Committee)  have  been  seriously  ill. 
I Both,  however,  are  now  on  the  way  to 
1 recovery. 

I Yeovil,  Bridgwater,  and  I?  ad  stock  socie- 
L ties  are  shortly  to  be  visited  by  the  sec* 
1 tionol  organiser  in  connection  with  his 
f Somerset  campaign. 

By  far  the  most  striking  participant  in 
I the  preparation  for  the  shopping  week  at 
I Teignmouth  is  the  local  co-operative  society. 

In  addition  to  the  special  shows  and  djs- 
! ploys  in  the  shops  and  by  the  rolling  stock, 

I arrangements  for  the  holding  of  a C.W.S. 

I exhibition  have  been  made.  The  Parish 
Hall  has  been  transformed,  and  during 
I shopping  week  special  competitions  for  all 
| ages  and  both  sexes  will  be-  held.  The 
making  of  various  C.W.S.  goods  will  be  a 
feature.  Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Wilkins  (C.W.S. 

K director)  will  perform  the  opening  cere- 
' mony,  and  he  will  be  supported  by  the  sec- 
tional organiser  and  members  of  the  Devon 
1 District  Committee. 

i St,  Columb-road  Society’s  new  premises 
are  progressing.  They  are  being  built  by 
, direct  labour,  and  an  expert  has  fecently 
I reported  very  favourably  upon  the  quality 
of  the  workmanship  and  material.  When 
completed,  the  premises  will  enable  the 
society  to  deal  more  economically  with  a 
l forger  volume  of  trade  in  the  St.  Colurnb 
K area. 

I The  new  motor  shop  of  the  St.  Colurub- 
I road  Society  is  now  on  the  road,  and  super- 
j sedcs  the  horse  waggon  that  has  rendered 
I such  efficient  service  to  the  society. 

| The  proposed  federated  bakery  for  the 
i four  Mid-Cornwall  societies  is  6till  under 
consideration,  and  is  receiving  the  able 
attention  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (Sectional 
Board).  In  the  meantime  the  meetings  of 
the  managers  for  the  area  have  had  very 
beneficial  results. 

Indcr  the  auspices  of  the  Kingsteighton 
ranch  of  the  Women’s  Guild  a very  success- 
ful public  rally  took  place  in  the  local  hall,  the 
musical  items  being  provided  by  the  Bovey 
Tracey  Co-operative  Quartette  Party,  who 
gave  excellent  renderings  of  songs  and  part- 
•ongs,  interspersed  with  humorous  items.  Mr. 
Uandfield  (president  of  the  Newton  Abbott 
' iet) ) occupied  the  chair,  and  congratulated 
e members  on  the  very  successful  inaugura- 
on  of  their  guild.  During  the  evening  stir- 
ring addresses  were  given  by  Mr.  Truscott 
\on  District),  Mr.  Hodge  (general  manager), 
and  the  sectional  organiser. 

Falmouth  Society  was  recently  favoured 
Jith  a visit  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (sectional 
^ard),  who.  m addition  to  addressing  the 
em  it  rs,  spoke  to  a mass  meeting  of  trade 
monwt*  under  the  auspices  of  the  local  fock- 
co  fluiittee.  The  meeting  was  in  every 
ay  a huge  success.  The  Falmouth  Society 
with  Plymouth  with  a view  to 
is  a is  ment  of  a milk  round  from  the 
e,P°f"  TBere  are  also  possibilities  of 
oeer  relationship  between  the  two  societies. 
♦ ♦ « 

V.i  ",  Wilson  (general  manager  of  tlie 
Wmomh  Society)  has  been  elected  a rapre- 
f the  Tr«*«  Labour  Couneii  on 
' Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  town. 

0 members  of  the  Bristol  Womens  Guild 
•1.  E.  M.  Hampton  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Green- 
) have  recently  been  elected  to  the  Bristol 


Board  of  Guardians.  Both  ladies  have  had 
extensive  experience  both  with  regard  to  co- 
operative educational  and  administrative  posi- 
tions, and  also  on  local  bodies  for  social  service 
and  the  Labour  movement. 

The  programme  and  syllabus  of  the  eistedd- 
fod arranged  by  the  Bristol  Society’s  educa- 
tional committee  for  September  23rd  is  now 
ready.  It  is  very  comprehensive,  and  a rich 
vocal  and  musical  treat  is  anticipated. 

The  Exmouth  Society  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  its  present  position.  In  1918  the  society 
was  placed  under  C.W.S.  supervision,  and  after 
a period  of  reorganisation  under  the  manager- 
ship of  Mr.  J.  H.  Clarke  began  to  progress. 
Share  capital  is  pouring  in,  sales  are  fiven  more 
in  Cash  values  than  the  previous  yearly  periods, 
a surplus  of  6d.  in  the  pound  is  being  paid,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  interest  on  share  capital, 
and  the  society  is  taking  its  place  as  the 
premier  supplier  of  bread  in  the  town.  The 
present  flourishing  position  of  the  Exmouth 
Society  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon  all 
concerned.  ♦ ♦ « 

The  C.W.S.  exhibition  held  at  Teignmouth 
was  a splendid  success,  and  a forceful  demon- 
stration of  the  capacity  of  the  movement  to 
cater  for  all  domestic  requirements.  At  the 
opening  ceremony  the  Parish  Hall  was 
crowded.  Mr.  Cook  (the  Teignmouth  presi- 
dent) introduced  Mi-.  II.  J.  A.  Wilkins  (C.W.S. 
director),  who,  after  delivering  a speech  full  of 
reminiscences  and  sound  advice,  declared  the 
exhibition  open.  During  the  week  the  various 
competitions,  &c.,  attracted  crowds  of  people, 
and  a constant  and  steady  stream  of  visitors 
passed  through  the  exhibition.  Mr.  Haigh 
(Teignmouth  manager)  and  Mr.  Rockell 
(C.W.S.)  have  had  charge  of  the  arrangements, 
and  it  is  to  them  that  much  of  the  success  is 
due.  The  shops’  display  of  the  Teignmouth 
Society  came  in  for  a deal  of  attention,  and 
Mr.  Harvey  was  complimented  for  the  excel- 
lent displaj',  and  also  on  winning  the  first 
diploma  awarded  by  the  shopping  weeks  com- 
mittee. ♦ ♦ * 

The  Exmouth  Society  secured  the  first  and 
third  prizes  for  window-dressing  during  the 
recent  shopping  week.  This  success  is  all  the 
more  creditable  because  of  the  keen  desire  of 
the  other  competitors  to  relegate  the  society 
to  the  background.  Mr.  Clarke  and  his  staff 
thoroughly  deserved  the  honours  awarded  to 
them.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Overheard  at  Teignmouth : “ Yer,  Jan, 
they  co-op.  windows  arc  girt  smart,  baint 
’em  ? ” “ Yus,  Bill,  they  be ; bur  then  th’ 
co-op.  yer  is  running  they  shopping  week  yer.” 
A tribute  to  the  splendid  exhibition  and  dis- 
play of  co-operative  goods  arranged  during  the 
special  shopping  week. 

Councillor  Saunders,  J.P.  (managing-secre 
tary  of  South  Holton  Society),  is  temporaril; 
laid  aside  by  illness,  which  it  is  hoped  is  onl; 
of  a temporary  character. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Cardiff 
Society  on  Monday,  it  was  reported  that 
2d.»  new  members  had  joined,  bringing  the 
total  membership  up  to  11,077.  The  sales 
for  the  quarter  amounted  to  £57,315,  and 
th©  share,  loan,  and  penny  bank  ca  Altai 
stood  at  £69,553. 

Mr.  Jones  (transport  mauager  of  the 
Wholesale  Society)  attended  an  inquest  at 
Cardiff  on  Monday  on  Mr.  Arthur  Owen 
Jones,  a foreman  at  the  Corporation  Power 
Station,  who  was  killed  by  one  of  the 
society’s  motor  lurries  wheu  cycling  home 
from  work  on  the  previous  Friday  evening, 
and  expressed  the  society's  deepest  sym- 
pathy with  the  widow  and  family.  Evi- 
dence was  given  by  Frederick'  Charles 
Haines,  driver  of  the  lurry,  and  in  return- 
ing a verdict  of  “ Accidental  Death,”  the 
Coroner  said  there  was  not  the  slightest 
blame  to  be  attached  to  the  driver,  and 
no  one  was  more  sorry  for  the  accident  than 
was  the  driver. 

As  a result  of  negotiations  with  the  Ebbw 
Yale  Society  and  the  National  Amalga- 
mated Union  of  Shop  Assistants.  Ware- 
housemen, and  Clerks  concerning  the  ques- 
tion of  wages,  a settlement  of  the  points 
at  issue  has  been  reached,  and  wages  are 
being  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
meinbers  concerned. 

Negotiations  between  the  National  Amal- 
gamated Union  of  Shop  Assistants.  Ware- 
housemen, and  Clerks  and  the  Swansea  So- 
ciety, which  were  referred  for  arbitration 
to  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists 
and  Co-operators,  have  now  been  concluded. 
The  matter  was  heard  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  award  of  the  committee  is  being 
placed  before  thq  staff. 


Oxford. — Mr.  E.  King  presided  over  a 
moderate  attendance  at  the  quarterly  meet- 
inc,  which  was  held  on  May  10th.  The  cash 
takings  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
year  amounted  to  £73,231,  a decrease  of 
£40,604  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  During  the  quarter 
sixty-nine  new  members  joined  the  society, 
and  325  rejoined  after  withdrawing  for 
various  reasons,  mainly  unemployment.  This 
year  the -society  will  attain  its  jubilee,  and  it 
is  proposed  to  hold  a C.W.S.  exhibition  in 
the  autumn.  The  committee  wens  em- 
powered to  spend  n sum  not  exceeding  £500 
to  fittingly  celebrate  this  important  event 
in  the  history  of  the  society.  Mr.  T. 
Ramsey  was  re-elected  treasurer.  Mr.  E. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  E.  P.  Parker  were  elected 
to  the  committee,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Fain  losing 
the  seat  she  gained  five  years  ago. 

Clacton-on-Sea. — There  was  a large 
attendance  at  the  quarterly  meeting,  which 
was  held  in  the  Large  Hall,  flayes-road,  oil 
May  18th.  Mr.  W.  Adams  was  in  the  chair. 
It  was  agreed  that  a dividend  of  Is.  in  the 
pound  should  be  paid  on  members’  pur- 
chases. The  membership  of  the  society 
showed  an  increase  of  ninety,  making  the 
present  total  1,620,  who  have  invested  in  the 
society  the  sum  of  £35,942.  The  sales  for 
the  period  amounted  to  £12,472,  an  increase 
of  £3,949.  It  was  agreed  to  take  the  stocks 
of  the  society  and  balance  the  accounts  half- 
yearly  in  the  future,  but  the  usual  interim 
quarterly  meeting  for  the  election  of  com- 
mitteemen, Ac-.,  would  be  held  in  February 
of  each  year.  The  collective  life  assurance 
scheme  has  been  adopted,  and  all  members 
are  now  entitled  to  death  benefits  according 
to  the  amount  of  their  weekly  purchases.  A 
grant  of  £20  was  voted  towards  the  em- 
ployees’ outing. 

River  and  District. — The  quarterly  meet- 
ing, which  was  held  in  the  Town  Hail,  Dover, 
on  May  17th,  proved  to  be  a record  one  for 
brevity,  although  there  was  a fair  attendance 
of  members.  The  meeting  only  lasted 
twenty-five  minutes.  The  report  showed 
cash  sales  for  the  quarter  ending  April  12th 
of  £58,700,  and  the  Chairman  congratulated 
the  members  upon  the  sound  position  of  the 
society.  The  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee regarding  grant®  amounting  to  £6 
16s.  6d.  were  passed.  In  the  election  for 
offioers  and  committees  there  were  no  eon,- 
tests,  and  the  following  were  declared 
elected  unopposed : — President,  Mr.  W. 
Brett ; treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Fairey ; secretary, 
Mr.  W.  Evans;  general  committee,  Mrs.  M. 
Dunlop,  Messrs.  W.  Newman  and  AV. 
Nowers. 

Swaffham. — A satisfactory  state  of  affairs 
was  revealed  at  the  quarterly  meeting  in  the 
society’s  rocnis  on  May  12th.  A large  num- 
ber of  members  were  present.  .Air.  F. 
Knock  (president)  was  in  the  chair.  After 
expre-rsiug  regret  at  the  Ices  of  Mr.  J.  Hardy 
(a  member  of  the  general  committee),  he 
proceeded  to  read  the  quarterly  report, 

1 showing  sales  amounting  to  £4,850,  a de- 
crease of  £595  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year.  After  making 
due  allowance  for  the  reduction  in  prices, 
the  committee  were  satisfied  that  the  trade 
of  the  society  showed  a considerable  increase 
in  weight  of  goods  turned  over.  The  sum  of 
£317  had  been  invested  with  the  society 
during  the  quarter,  and  the  society  had  in- 
vested a further  sum  of  £500  at  r special 
rate  of  interest,  making  a total  (with 
interest)  of  £2,565.  It  was  agreed  that 
subscriptions  of  £1  Is.  be  sent  to  i lie 
N.S.P.C.C.  and  the  Royal  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institute.  The  Chairman  informed  the 
meeting  that  a contract  had  been  placed  for 
the^fection  of  an  up-to-date  bakery  at  the 
redr  of  the  stores,  and  that  a -start  Jiad  been 
made  on  the  building.  Mr.  E.  E.  AA'oudard 
gave  a few;  details  cf  the  financial  position 
of  the  society,  and  asked  the  members  to 
make  the  bakery  department  a success. 

Ton  (Glqm.), — An  indication  of  the  very 
6eiious  industrial  situation  in  South  Wales* 
is  shown  in  the  balance  sheet  of  this  society 
for  the  half-year  ended  April  3rd.  Sales 
for  the  twenty-six  weeks  amounted  to 
£134,091,  a decrease  of  £13-1,931,  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  perii.d  of 
twenty-six  weeks  of  tne  previous  jear. 
During  the  period  217  new  members  joined 
and  3,812  actually  hold  shares  in  the 
society.  The  number  of  members  who  made 
purchases  during  last  half-year  was 
5.794.  The  report  states:  ‘‘After  meeting 
all  expenses,  interest  on  capital,  and  depre- 
ciation we  are  sorry  to  say  that  we  have 
an  adverse  balance  of  £4.713.  but  against 
this  we  have  reserves  of  £3,909.  or  an 
actual  deficit  of  £805.  . . . AYe  hare 
endeavoured  to  sell  our  goods  at  the 
cheapest  possible  price  and  if  we  had  sold 
our  bread  at  the  same  price  as  that  ruling 
in  the  district  we  should  have  made  an  extra 
profit  of  £1.&40  on  this  item  alone.  The 
above  results  have  not  affected  the  stability 
of  the  society.  AVe  have  still  a reserve  of 
£11,500  from  the  original  cost  of  buildings 
and  fixtures,  and  on  present  values  much  of 
our  property  is  worth  n considerably  greater 
sum.”  During  tile  six  months  loan  capital 
increased  by  £2,023.  A profit  of  £73  was 
made  on  the  piggery,  and  394,190  -1-1  b.  loaves 
were  baked  during  the  half-year.  The  total 
share  capital  of  the  society  elands  at 
£56,699 — an  average  of  £14  17s.  Cd.  per 
member,  and  the  average  weekly  purchases 
amounted  to  17s.  9d.  per  member.  The 
educational  account  shows  a credit  balance 
of  £89  4s.  9d. 


Gloucester. — An  annlvsis  of  the  sales  and 
the  figures  in  the  Board  of  Trade  returns 
in  regard  to  the  eo-t  of  living  showed  that 
the  society  had  sold  more  goods  and  taken 
less  money.  This  accounted  for  the  de- 
crease in  sales,  in  comparison  with  the  cor- 
responding period,  reported  to  the  quar- 
terly meeting  on  May  17th.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Burlton.  J.P.,  presided  over  a large  atten- 
dance. The  balance  sheet  for  the  half-year 
stated  that  the  sales  were  £369.768.  From 
the  surplus,  which  had  been  increased  bv 
£199  from  the  check  reserve  fund,  a divi- 
dend cif  Is.  9d.  in  the  pound  was.  recom- 
mended, and  the  education  fund  received 
£343.  The  members'  share  capital,  includ- 
ing interest,  stood  at  £462.107,  being 
£3,377  less  than  a year  ago,  but  an  increase 
over  last  quarter.  The  number  of  members 
was  19.827.  During  the  half-year  twenty- 
two  new  accounts  were  opened  in  the  build- 
ing loan  department  and  twenty-two 
closed,  leaving  the  present  number*  356. 
The  Chairman  said  lie  was  proud  of  the 
progress  of  the  society  and  of  its  present 
position.  They  had  been  able  to  maintain 
a dividend  of  Is.  9d.  in  the  pound  without 
any  interference  with  the  reserve  fund,  nor 
had  they  appreciated  any  assets.  He  em- 
phasised the  fact  that  although  the  money 
takings  were  less  than  in  the  corresponding 
period,  the  trade  on  the  whole  had  ■show  n 
no  decrease.  It  was  agreed  to  make  the 
following  grants: — £5  to  the  International 
Alliance,  £100  to  the  employees'  outing, 
£10  Ids.  towards  the  expenses  of  the  Three 
Counties’  Agricultural  Society's  Show,  and 
£50  in  kind  to  the  men  locked  out  ow  ing  to 
the  engineering  trade  dispute.  Notices  of 
motion  had  been  placed  on  the  agenda 
requiring  that  the  unexpended  balance  of 
the  funds  of  the  now  defunct  Co-operative 
Party  should  be  returned  to  the  reserve 
fund  from  which  it  was  taken,  and  for  it 
to  be  lianded  over  to  the  education  com- 
mittee, but  it  was  finally  agreed  that  the 
committee  he  empowered  to  use  it  in  addi- 
tion to  the  £50  voted  for  those  affected  by 
the  engineering  trade  dispute. 

Torquay. — Air.  C.  H.  Cloud  presided  over 
n fair  attendance  of  members  at  the  quar- 
terly meeting,  which  was  held  on  May  IStll. 
The  report  showed  sales  for  the  quarter 
amounting  to  £53,587,  compared  with 
£58,839  in  the  ccr  re  spending  quarter,  u 
decrease  of  £5,252,  which  is  more  than 
accounted  for  by  decreased  prices.  This* 
report  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  a re- 
commendation to  pay  an  interim  discount  at 
the  rate  of  Is.  in  tne  pound  on  purchases  was 
agreed  to.  Messrs.  L.  Jackson  and  E. 
Marshall  were  re-elected  and  .Air.  H.  Sain- 
way«,  J.P.,  was  elected  on  the  management 
committee.  For  the  education  committee 
Miss  E.  A.  Symes,  Mrs.  B.  Milmnn,  and  .Air. 
F.  Edwards  were  re-elected.  A recom- 
mendation of  the  ci>mmitteQa>to  allow  the 
employees  time  for  an  excursion  and  to 
make  a grant  of  10s.  each  was  agreed  to 
without  dissent. 


BIG  SUCCESS  AT 

PORTSEA  ISLAND. 

HOW  A “ CO-OPERATIVE  WEEK” 
WAS  CARRIED  THROUGH. 

The  Portsca  Island  Society  organised  and 
carried  fhrough  a successful  “ C'o-operativo 
week,”  commencing  last  Monday  week.  It 
opened  with  an  advertisement  in  the  local 
press  and  the  distribution  of  special  leaflets 
in  all  parts  of  Portsmouth  and  Gosport,  this 
work  being  undertaken  by  the  several  branches 
of  the  Women's  and  Men’s  Guilds. 

The  local  press  advertisements  were  con- 
tinued for  eight  days,  and  the  assistance  and 
help  of  the  Co-operative  Press  Agency  by  the 
addition  of  C.W.S.  advertisements  of  a special 
character,  did  much  to  enhance  the  value  of 
such  publicity. 

A very  effective  colour  scheme  and  window 
display  of  C.W.S.  productions  was  carried  out 
in  all  departments  and  branches,  and  banner- 
ettes decorated  the  buildings. 

There  was  a series  of  four  afternoon  meetings 
especially  for  women,  the  object  being  to  bring 
prominently  forward  the  claim  of  support  for 
C.W.S.  productions.  Mr.  F.  Rockell  addressed 
three  of  these  meetings,  and  Mr.  B.  Williams 
the  fourth,  and  they  were  highly  successful. 
Sample  parcels  of  C.W.S.  productions  were 
on  sale  at  special  prices. 

Four  evening  public  meetings  were  held,  at 
which  Mrs.  Palmer,  J.P.  (Southampton),  Mrs. 
Penny  (Sheffield),  Professor  F.  Hall,  and  Mr. 
Fred  Bramlcy  (of  the  Trade  Unions  Congress 
General  Council)  were  the  speakers.  Their 
addresses,  viewing  the  co-operative  movement 
from  a number  of  standpoints,  were  charac- 
teristic of  them.  Mr.  Bramley  spoke  specially 
on  the  relation  between  co-operation  and  trade 
unionism,  and  he  showed  what  the  **  spending 
power  ” of  trade  unionists  could  accomplish. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  impetus  to  membership 
and  trade  by  and  through  this  effort  will  be 
very  marked. 
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All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women’s  Pages,” 
“ Co-operative  News"  Office.  Long  Mil'gate, 
Manchester. 


FAIR  PLAY  FOR  THE 

CHILDREN. 


WHEN  THE  ELECTION 
COMES. 

REMEMBER  YOUR  SWEATED  SISTERS. 

At  the  concluding  session  oi  the 
Women’s  Labour  Conference,  held  last 
week  at  Leamington  Spa,  the  report  of 
the  Cave  Commission  on  the  working 
of  the  Trade  Boards  Act  was  discussed, 
and  its  findings  condemned.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  if  the  recommendations 
were  carried  out  women  workers  would 
go  back  to  where  they  were  before  1909  ; 
and  one  speaker— one  vitally  affected 
by  the  Trade  Boards— made  a moving 
speech  on  behalf  of  her  fellow  workers 
at  Cradley  Heath,  many  of  whom,  she 
said,  are  even  now  on  the  verge  of  starva- 
tion, and  would  be  totally  unprotected 
if  the  recommendations  of  the  Cave 
Commission  were  put  upon  the  Statute 
Book. 

What  is  this  Cave  Report?  Well, 
before  the  war  Trade  Boards  were  set 
up  to  protect  those  workers  in  trades 
where  trade  unionism  is  weakest ; and 
employers  realising  what  this  meant, 
launched  a great  press  campaign  against 
them,  which  forced  the  Government  to 
set  up  a committee  to  inquire  into  the 
working  and  effects  of  the  Act.  And 
the  chairman  of  this  committee  was 
Viscount  Cave,  hence  the  name. 

It  is  this  Commission  which  has  issued 
its  report,  which  to  say  the  least  is  reac- 
tionary and  apologetic,  endeavouring  to 
conciliate  the  employers  and  assuming, 
that  Labour  should  be  content  with  any 
kind  of  boards  that  the  employers  can  be 
iqduced  to  accept.  ,t  . 

What  will  happen  if  this  report  is 
adopted  ? It  will  hinder  and  delay  the 
setting  up  of  new  boards,  for  instead 
of  the  simple  Administrative  Order, 
.which  was  necessary  under  the  1918 
Act,  the  Minister  of  Labour  will  have  to 
be  satisfied  that  low  wages  are  being' 
paid,  and  that  no  satisfactory  machinery 
exists  for  deqjing  with  them ; and 
after  that  he  will  have  to  hold  a public 
inquiry  . into  the  trade.  This  means 
endless  delays  and  difficulties.  Yet  how 
necessary  nevy  boards  are,  is  sjiown  by 
that  recent  horrible  explosion  at  Tipton 
where  girls  were  risking  their  lives  in  a 
cartridge  factory  at  6s.  per  week.  In 
similar  trades,  Under  a Trade  Board, 
they  would  have  been  getting  at  least 
30s.  per  week.  Then  waitresses  and  shop 
assistants  want  the  protection  that  has 
done  so  much  for  dressmakers  and 
milliners. 

The  most  valuable  power  that  the 
Trade  Boards  have  is  that  their  rates  can 
be  legally  enforced  by  the  magistrates, 
but  the  enforcement  will  be  made  diffi- 
cult by  this  report,  which  recommends 
that  only  the  lowest  bedrock  minimum 
rate  can  be  secured  by  criminal  pro- 
cedure, any  higher  rates  being  recover- 
able only  in  the  Civil  Courts.  This 
means  that  each  woman  will  have  to 
sue  individually  for  her  rights  under  the 
Act,  and  as  it  is  difficult  to  persuade 
girls  who  are  frightened  of  losing  their 
jobs  to  report  to  their  trade  union  an 
employer  who  is  breaking  the  law,  it 
will  be  impossible  under  the  Cave 
Report's  recommendations  to  get  man}' 
of  them  into  the  Civil.  Courts  to  give 
evidence. 

Of  supreme  importance  to  co-operators 
is  the  proposal  to  set  up  district  com- 
mittees for  the  distributive  trades. 
The  grocery  rates  have  been  before  the 
Minister  of  Labour  for  eighteen  months, 
and  have  been  referred  back  again  and 
again  for  reductions  ; while  all  the  time 
the  Grocery  Employers’  Association  has 
played  the  game  'of  delay.  Think  of 
the  waste  of4ime  involved  in  the  setting 
up  of  these  district  committees,  who  will 
have  to  be  consulted  before  any  rates 
can  be  fixed  by  the  National  Board. 

Whether  the  report  will  go  through 
the  House  of  Commons  or  not  depends 
on  whether  it  is  sufficiently  reactionary 
for  the  employing  interests.  But  co- 
operative women  should  remember  that 
it  is  not  the  Act.  but  the  administration 
that  is  of  importance.  And  can  any 
good  administration  be  got  under  the 
present  Government.  Co-operative 
women,  remember  your  sweated  sisters 
at  the  next  general  election. 


A BRIGHT  AND  HAPPY  GATHERING. 

MIDLANDERS  TALK  OF  MANY  THINGS. 

TRADE  AND  UNEMPLOYMENT:  MARRIED  WOMEN 
IN  INDUSTRY. 


The  Midland  Sectional  Conference,  held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall  at 
Northampton  on  Saturday  last,  was  perhaps  not  quite  so  large  as  usual,  because 
Northampton  is  not  so  easy  of  access  from  some  of  its  districts  as  are  Bir- 
mingham or  Leicester;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  a §°°d  n“mb®r 
delegates  from  the  Lincoln  and  Northampton  Guilds,  and  also  from  the  Derby 
and  Leicester  districts.  . . 

Northampton  Guild  members  had  made  splendid  preparation.  Platform  and 
tea-tables  were  gay  with  spring  flowers,  the  brilliant  sunshine  adding  to  the 
brightness  of  the  scene.  At  one  end  of  the  hall  was  a small  disp|ay  of  C.W.S. 
blouses,  skirts,  and  corsets.  Unemployment  in  no  way  diminished  guilds- 
women’s  enthusiasm,  who  agreed  with  the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  paper 
that  co-operation  is  the -only  real  solution  of  the  whole  matter.  Mrs.  Dews- 
bury (Guild  president)  was  in  the  chair,  and  dealt  for  a few  minutes  with  current 
Guild  topics,  after  which  Mrs.  Barton  (the  new  assistant  secretary),  who 
received  a warm  welcome  from  the  Midlanders,  proceeded  to  read  the  paper, 
“ Unemployment  and  Co-operative  Trade.” 


NORTHAMPTON  ENTERTAINS  SPRING  GUILD 'CONFERENCE. 


On  taking  the  chair  at  the  Midland  Sec- 
tional Conference  at  Northampton,  Mrs. 
Dewsbury  told  how  Miss  Harris  had  met 
with  an  unfortunate  accident,  and  it  was 
immediately  resolved  a letter  of  sym- 
pathy be  sent,  hoping  she  would  be  suffi- 
ciently recovered  to  be  at  the  forthcoming 
Congress  at  Portsmouth.'  Another  pre- 
liminary was  a request  from  Mrs.  Ubsworth 
(sectional  secretary)  that  she  be  instructed 
to  oonvey  to  Mrs.  Cottrell  hearty  con- 
gratulations on  her  success  in  obtaining  a 
seat  on  the  C.W.S. 
board  of  directors.  11  We 
are  very  proud,”  said 
Mrs.  Unsworth,  11  that 
the  first  woman  elected 
from  the  Midland 
Section.”  The  motion 
was  seconded,  and  car- 
ried unanimously. 

Then  followed  the 
reading  of  the  paper  by 
Mrs.  Barton,  and, 
taking  up  the  discus- 


sion, Mrs.  Wigley  asked 
if  she  understood  Mrs. 

Barton  to  say  that 
women  were  against 

Erivate  traders’  goods  _ 
eing  stocked  in  co- 
operative societies.  Irt 
reply,  Mrs.  Barton  said 
societies  that  were 
stocking  private  traders’ 
goods  were  simply  act- 
ing os  distributors  for 
private  manufacturers.  The  movement  was 
in  the  midst  of  a State  made  up  of 
private  traders.  Loyalty  to  co-operative 
productions  would  mean  more  co-operative 
employment,  and  the  doing  away  with  the 
selling  and  stocking  of  so  many  private 
traders’  goods. 

Mrs.  Pegg  (Midland  Sectional  Council) 
referred  to  Black  Friday,  and  said  if  the 
other  workers  had  been  loyal  to  the 
miners  and  stood  by  them  the  country 
would  not  have  been  in  such  a state  to-day. 
Apathy  among  the  workers  and  lack  of 
unity  had  brought  about  Die  present  state 
of  affairs.  Labour  to-day  was  divided,  and 
co-operation  alone  would  be  their  salvation. 

Mrs.  Murby  (Northampton  management 
committee}  told  how  instead  of  dismissing 
their  employees  they  had  put  them  on  as 
canvassers  for  the  society.  She  advocated 
putting  the  “Co-operative  News”  into 
members’  hands. 

Mrs.  Willson  (Leicester),  Mrs.  Wooten 
(St.  James’,  Northampton),  and  Mrs.  Jones 
(Nightingale-road,  Derby),  all  spoke  as 
guardians,  and  what  each  in  her  own 
town  had  done  in  the  way  of  letting  co- 
operative stores  have  relief  tickets  or 
vouchers. 

Mrs.  Currie  (Coventry)  said  there  were 
many  excellent  points  in  the  paper,  the 
object  of  which  was,  “ How  can  we  elimi- 
nate unemployment?”  Referring  to  mar- 
ried women  in  employment,  the  speaker 
said  that  during  the  war  no  woman  was 
asked  was  she  single  or  married.  Now 
they  were  told  they  had  to  stay  at  home 
because  they  were  married.  The  question 
was : were  women  to  be  allowed  to  live 
their  own  lives,  or- submit  and  do  as  they 
were  told?  As  women,  they  were  con- 
sumers. and  must  have  the  same  rights  as 
their  men-folk. 

Mrs.  Jackson  (Bulwell)  spoke  on  the  need 
of  societies  reducing  the  prices  * of  goods, 
and  told  how  recently  the  local  guild 
members  had  gone  to  Crumpsall  biscuit 
works  on  their  annual  outiug.  They  were 
all  pleased  with  what  they  saw  there,  and 
proud  too,  but,  she  continued,  we  were  not 
allowed  tu  buy  either  sweets  or  biscuits  to 
take  home,  with  the  result  the  members 
had  to  spend  their  money  with  a private 
trader.  She  thought  this  ought  to  be 
altered. 

Mrs.  Adams  (Walsall)  referred  to  page  o. 
where  it  was  stated  oo-operators  made  no 
profit,  but.  she  asked,  do  not  co-operative 
societies  want  profit?  . 


Boston  spa.  Yorkshire— the  co-operative 

CAPE. — P*rtS*4  cat«tsi  for  — Apjity.  Mai»g?r«s. 
Tatta&ster  and  District  Co-oprrsti  Society  Ignited. 
&>stoo  Spa  Branch,  Boston  Spa,  Yorks. 


BRIMFUL  OF  HELPFULNESS 

WRITES  Mrs.  HeyS  (King’*  Norton)  ON  A 
RECENT  ISSUE  OF  THE 

“ WOMAN’S 

OUTLOOK.” 

© 

A NOBBY  LITTLE  PAPER 


g But  you'll  all  like  the  JUNE  ® 
||  NUMBER- Uelter  than  ever.  $ 

f*  OUT  LAST  WtEK.  HAVE  YOU  GOT  «l 
YOUB  COPY  ? ^ 


Mrs.  Councillor  Sands,  J.P.  (Soho)  re- 
ferred to  the  position  of  the  married 

working  woman  and  the  way  she  was 
treated  when  she  applied  for  relief  or 

doles.  Slie^was  as  much  entitled  to  her 
dole  as  the  single  woman  or  working  man, 
but  she  had  to  suffer.  She  also  advocated 
societies  selling  in  smnller  quantities,  and 
mentioned  the  need  for  propaganda.  If 
private  traders  had  cutting  lines — and  they 
had— co-operative  societies  had  better  follow 
suit.  Women  could  help  their  societies 

just  as  their  societies 

could  help  them. 

Mrs.  Andrews  (Birm- 
ingham) said  her  society 
had,  made  tests  by  com- 
paring private  traders’ 
goods  with  their  own, 
and  in  no  eases  were 
the  private  traders’ 
goods  better  than  those 
of  co-operative  produc- 
tion? They  had  reduoed 
their  prices  of  stocks, 
and  done  all  they  could 
to  help  the  members. 
Referring  to  women  in 
industry,  she  said  they 
had  been  fitting  for 
fears  for  women’s 
riglvTs  and  equality, 
and  now  were  they  to 
suffer  and  be  shut  out 
from  industry  if  they 
had  had  a training  for  a 
special  profession?  In 
many  homes  married  women  had  to  work 
to  increase  the  income  in  the  home.  Why 
was  it  married  women  could  do  any  amount 
of  voluntary  work,  but  paid  work,  ob,  no  I 
.Some  of  them  had  incurred  great  expense 
in  giving  their  daughters  an  education, 
and  in  putting  them  into  professions,  were 
they  not  to  be  allowed  to  give  their  services 
to  the  community  because  they  married? 
No,  women  must  have  their  freedom  to 
decide  these  matters  for  themselves. 

Mrs.  Adams  (Walsall  Wood,  Sectional 
Council)  spoke  of  the  wages  paid  by  private 
traders  and  wages  paid  by  co-operative 
societies,  and  quoted  a great  difference 
between  the  two.  She  felt  there  was  no 
way  out  of  the  present  industrial  strife  but 
through  co-operation,  and  appealed  to 
women  to  do  their  duty  at  the  ballot  box. 

Mrs.  Facer  (Long  Buokby)  said  their 
society  sold  in  small  quantities.  A private 
trader  refused  ‘a  woman  she  knew  121bs.  of 
sugar  because  6lie  would  buy  no  other 
article.  Ninety-eight  per  cent,  of  the 
people  of  Long  Buckby  were  co-operators. 

Mrs.  Redgate  (Derby)  referred  to  the  last 
paragraph  in  the  paper,  and  appeuled  for 
loyalty  to  their  own  societies  and  their 
own  productions. 

Replying,  Mrs.  Barton  expressed  dis- 
appointment with  the  discussion.  She 
thought  more  would  have  been  said  about 
women  and  paid  positions.  There  had  been 
no  opposition  to  anything  in  the  paper,  yet 
they  Knew  there  was  opposition. 

Mrs.  Andrews  moved  tlie  votes  of  thanks, - 
specially  referring  “ to  our  president, 
Mrs.  Dewsbury,”  of  whom  they  had  been 
verv  proud,  and  wlioi  had  had  a strenuous 
Year.  She  also  thanked  the  retiring  Coun- 
cil members.  The  vote,  coupled  with  which 
was  an  expression  of  gratitude  to  the  sec- 
tional secretary,  was  carried  unanimously. 


OPTICAL  AND  DENTAL 

TREATMENT. 

Miss  Hitton  (Low  Moorsley). — Applica- 
tions for  dental  and  optical  treatment  from 
members  of  the  C.W.S.  Health  Insurance 
Section  should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary* 
of  that  organisation  at  1,  Balloon-street. 
Manchester.  Dental  application  should  be 
accompanied  by  a meaieal  certificate  that 
treatment  is  required.  Members  requiring 
optical  treatment  should  make  their  own 
application  without  medical  certificate, 
stating  exactly  what  is  needed.  A medical 
certificate  as  to  the  need  of  convalescent 
treatment  should  accompany  application. 
All  applications  for  additional  benefits 
should  be  addressed  to  the  C.W.S.  Health 
Insurance  Section,  1,  Balloon-street, 
Manchester. 


Dear  Madam, — The  talk  of  economy  on 
education  is  leading  all  kinds  of  |0(.ai 
authorities  to  try  and  cut  down  espouses  ou 
health  and  education.  But  v.q  must  not  sit 
down  quietly  and  let  them  get  on  with 
it  without  protesting  as  loudly  as  possible 
We  women  have  t lie  vote ; for  goodness’ 
sake  let  us  use  it  wisely,  and  make  sure  that 
whenever  we  have  a woman  standing  for 
Parliament  we  give  her  our  vote,  never  mind  • 
for  the  time  being  what  her  party  polities 
aro,  so  loug  as  she  is  pledged  to  see  f.ur 
play  for  our  kiddies;  if  she  stands  lor  better 
education  for  our  kiddies  (instead  of  cutting 
down  the  education  grants,  is  they  are  now 
proposing  to  do),  also  if  she  is  prepared  to 
stand  for  equal  pay  fer  equal  work,  whether 
in  industry  or  profession;  equal  guutdiiui. 
ship  of  our  children  ; as  well,  as  State  pen- 
sions for  widows  and  scores  of  other  advan- 
tages which  women  ah  no  would  intact 
themselves  in  wheu  in  Parliament 
Labour  men  always  say  they  believe  in  nil 
these  things,  but  when  they  get  into  Parlia- 
ment they  are  there  really,  to  represent  their 
different  unions,  and  they  are  bound  to  ninko 
the  . interests  of  those  unions  their  main 
consideration. 

Women  may  vote  for  them,  hut  they  will 
find  such  have  110  time  to  bother  about 
women’s  interests  when  once  they  nte 
elected.  It  will  he  different  with  women 
candidates.  Out  of  670  members  there  ate 
only  two  good  women,  and  in  my  opinion 
until  we  get  a good  few  more — I don’t  care 
what  their  ordinary  politics  are — we  shall 
still  have  to  put  up  with  the  unjust  laws 
made  by  men. — Yours  sincerely, 

. (M.r.s.)  L.  Martin, 

W.G.,  R.A.C.S.,  Bexley  Heath  Bniuih, 


TRAINING  WIVES  AND 

MOTHERS. 

Dear  Madam,— My  limited  experience  of 
the  work  of  women’s  guilds  and  educa- 
tional committees  precludes  me  expressing 
any  opinion  as  to  which  of  theso  tivo  de- 
partments of  co-operntivo  activity  is  the 
better  qualified  to  produce  capable  members 
for  management  committees.  But  if  you 
will  allow  me  I will  describe  a guild  meet- 
ing at  Harlesden  (North-West  London) 
held  recently,  which  I was  invited  to 
attend  and  to  address  on  the  subject  of 
“ The  Co-operative  Commonwealth  ” 

A well-known  co-operative  song  was 
being  rendered  when  I arrived,  admirably 
selected  to  turn  the  thoughts  of  tlioso 
present  in  the  direction  of  what  was  to 
follow.  Then  some  Guild  business  was 
done,  including  the  handing  of  a testi- 
monial to  the  member  who  hod  served  as 

E resident  for  a couple  of  years  (Mrs, 
liggins)x  now  retiring.  Then  came  tlio 
address,  which  was  throughout  a plea  for 
an  undisguised  and  thorough-going  chango 
in  the  social  order.  The  remarks  wero 
listened  to  with  attention,  and  when  a vote 
by  ballot  was  taken  the  members,  like  the 
apostles  of  old  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,, 
with  one  accord  declared  themselves 
desirous  of  realising  that  which  they  bid 
been  considering.  Thfey  were  nearly  t°dy 
in  number. 

Whether  they  all  possesffed  the  business 
capacity  requisite  for  a successful  bonrd  of 
management  I had  no  opportunity  of 
judging.  I only  know  that  if  their  fellow- 
citizens  could  be  induced  to  think  and  feel 
as  they  did,  and  to  act  accordingly  at  tho 
polling  booths,  the  necessity  for  co-opera- 
tive societies  would  cease  to  exist,  and  t,ia 
Commonwealth,  not  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
but  of  Thomas  More  and  Robert  Own# 
would  shape  itself  out  of  the  existing 
cliaos  and  function  in  their  place.  Can  any 
better  training  for  wives  and  mothers  M 
imagined? — Yours  fraternally, 

Arthur  J.  Bywatmis. 
16,  Clarendon  Court,  London,  W.  R- 


KEEPING  HAND  OF  DIVIDEND. 

Dear  Madam, — I have  been  a co-opera^ 
and  a reader  of  the  “ Co-operative  N .1 
for  upwards  of  fifty  years,  and  I must  1 
you  how  much  I appreciated  the  art  a- 
on  “Dividend”  in  the  \\uiiieo 
Pages.”  That  the  great  mass  of  loya I , 
operators  still  need  the  helping  ha na 
co-operative  dividend  to  give  them 
backing  of  self-dependence  is  only  too  t 
The  mother  with  her  little  family 
learned  from  experience  that  the  co-op- 
tive  dividend  at  the  end  of  the  q<mrt*  . . 
half-year  has  helped  her  to  feed  and  < 0 
the  family  and  k^ep  them  out  ol  j 
Then  the  dividend  has  helped  many  a ' • 

co-operator  to  purchase  not  only  a 
but  furniture,  a cycle.  Ac.,  and  1ms  ' ^ 
liim  to  steer  a clear,  self-respecting  ■ _ j 
course  through  these  strenuous  J 
strife  and  unemployment.  , 

Further,  as  you  state,  the  dividend  ^ 
enabled  the  co-operator  to  c , * nDJ». 
through  his  society  to  €®u*SL,0Ditriie  f°- 
convalescent  homes,  <Src.  The 
operator  is  loyal  to  one  store. 
stores,  seeking  for  the -lowest  pne*  a, 
and  the  highest  dividend.  f rife  a®4 
sav  dividend  is  the  cause  of  * 

pride,  but  the  woman  witrj  tt,eriwperlf 
Knows.  It’s  a blessing  when  F ' 
applied. — Yours,  Ac.. 

1 Thomas  Mac**^ 

Oakenehaw  Colliery. 

. . , ( 

A distriot  school  was  held  in  tm 
and  Monmouth  district  on  the 
Mis.  C.  B.  Taylor  (sectional  sc<TCl 
tl>3  teacher. 
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SCOTTISH  WOMEN’S  GREAT  EVENT. 

BAILIE  MALCOLMS  EXHORTATION  TO 
"WAKE  UP.” 


We  give  below  an  impression  of  the  annual  meeting  Qf  t«he  Scottish  Women's 
Guild,  held  last  Saturday  at  Kilmarnock,  when  Bailie  Malcotm.(the  society's 
president  and  a director  of  the  National  Publishing  Society)  gave  a rousing 
welcome,  urging  the  women  to  become  100  per  cent,  co-operators. 


Mbs.  51'Lrak. 
President  of  Scottish 
Women’s  Guild. 


Fok  Scottish 
guildswomen  a 1 1 
roads  led  to  " Aiild 
Killie  ” on  Friday 
and  Saturday  for 
the  great  event  of 
tlie  year — the  an- 
nual meeting.  Even 
on  Friday  afternoon 
there  was  a very 
busy  and  animated 
scene  in  Kilmarnock 
station,  w hen  a 
large  contingent  of 
guilders  arrived  to 
take  part  in  the 
Friday  night’s 
meeting.  Most  cer- 
tainly Kilmarnock 
co  - operators  in- 
tended that  the 
gatherings  under 
their  auspices 
should  be  a success,  and  delegates  felt  the 
friendly  co-operative  atmosphere  even  at 
the  railway  station,  where  they  were  met 
by  the  smiling  “ guides.” 

From  all  parts  of  Scotland  the  delegates 
came  to  take  part  in  the  meeting  at  John 
Dick,  Hall,  and  one  felt  that  this  meeting 
augured  well  for  the  idea  of  a two  days’ 
session  in  the  future.  But,  alas!  hopes 
were  shattered  on  the  Saturday.  But 
there,  let’s  get  back  to  Friday  night.  Old 
friends  greeted  old  friends,  and  new  friends 
were  made.  It  was  a good  opportunity  for 
widening  the  circle  of  co-operative  friend- 
ship. Ideas  and  experiences  were  ex- 
changed, and  one  delegate  remarked  that 
it  was  well  worth  the  bit  of  extra  hard 
work  she  had  had  to  put  in  in  order  to  get 
away  to  have  the  opportunity  to  chat  with 
other  guild  members,  and  to  add  to  her 
store  of  knowledge. 

There  was  a fine  musical  programme, 
but  the  best  part  of  the  meeting  was  the 
stirring  address  by  Bailie  Malcolm,  of  Kil- 
marnock. It  was  a “ rouser,”  and  if  we 
could  only  have  had  time  for  a discussion 
one  felt  that  even  more  would  have  come 
out  of  the  appeal  to  guild  members.  If 
members  in  their  wisdom  would  only  have 
agreed  to  a two  days’  session  there*  would 
be  time  for  such  addresses  and  for  a good 
discussion,  wherein  the  delegates  would 
have  helped  to  inspire  nnd  enthuse  others 
to  take  up  the  work  with  better  spirit. 
However,  one  hopes  that  guild  members 
will  wake  up  in  renl  earnest,  nnd  will  not 
be  content  till  the  20  pei;  cent,  .co-operators 
are  100  per  cent. 

On  the  Saturday  morning  the  people  in 
the  streets  turned  to  look  at  so  many 
women  arriving  and  to  ask  what  great 
attraction  there  was  in  Kilmarnock.  It 


w;as  a good  adver- 
tisement for  the 
co-operative  move- 
ment. But  a greater 
one  would  have  met 
their  astonished 
gaze  could  thev  just 
have  “ keeked  ” 
into  the  King’s 
Theatre  at  11  a.m. 
and  viewed  the  sea 
of  faces  eager  and 
alert  for  business. 
There  was  a civic 
welcome  from  the 
Provost,  a co-opera- 
tive welcome  and 
greetings  from  the 
English  and  Irish 
guildswomen,  and 
from  the  lusty 
brother,  the  Scot- 
tish Men’s  Guilds, 


Miss  K.  Calt.en, 
General  Secretary  of 
Scottish  Guild. 


after  which  business  was  tackled. 

There  was  a very  long  agenda,  and  one 
wondered  how  on  earth  it  was  going  to  be 
got  through.  True,  quite  a lot  of  the 
business  was  routine,  and  does  not  call  for 
much  comment.  In  fact,  many  good 
speakers  felt  there  was  not  time  for  lengthy 
discussions.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  the 
discussion  so  often  brings  out  much  that 
would  have  helped  branches  in  their  work. 
One  felt  sorry  that  the  delegates  did  not 
see  the  need  for  a two  days’  sitting. 
The  fact  that  some  delegates  could  attend 
and  some  could  not  should  never  enter 
into  such  a discussion.  The  only  thing 
that  should  be  considered  is:  “Is  it  for 
the  good  of  the  Guild;  will  it  make  for 
progress?” 

On  the  whole  this  year’s  Scottish 
"annual”  may  be  described  as  a very 
harmonious  meeting.  If  nothing  very 
startling  was  done ; at  *ny  rate,  there  has 
been  no  going  back.  The  day  will  come 
when  members  will  put  the  Guild  first  and 
themselves  last.  Meanwhile  the  work  goes 
on,  nnd,  nothing  daunted,  Scottish  guilders 
feel  they  are  building  up  a great  organisa- 
tion, if  slowly,  very  securely.  To  re-echo 
the  words  of  Bailie  Malcolm:  "Do  not 

fritter  away  your  energies  on  1 fringes,’ 
but  wake  up  and  give  of  your  best  to 
co-operation.” 

Catrio.na. 


Mrs.  Close  (Stockton-on-Tees,  member  of 
the  Central  Committee)  represented  the 
English  Women’s  Guild  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Scottish  Women’s  Guild, 
held  at  Kilmarnock,  on  Saturday  last,  while 
Mrs.  Scott  attended  on  behalf  of  the  Irish 
Women’s  Guild. 


ANTICIPATING  PORTSMOUTH. 

SOUTH  YORKSHIRE'S  INNOVATION. 

THE  DAILY  PAPER:  GUILD  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY. 


An  innovation  was  Introduced  into  the 
South  Yorkshire  District  Conference  last 
Saturday  at  Doncaster,  when  the  agenda 
for  the  Women's  Guild  Congress  was  dis- 
cussed. Airs.  Daws  (Scarborough),  who  read 
the  resolutions,  considered  this  idea  far 
better  than  discussing  them  at  branch 
•Meetings  only. 

speaking  on  the  resolution  moved  by 
four  branches,  protesting  agaiiust  the 
nppointment  of  Airs.  Barton  ns  assistant 
Build  secretary  at  £300  a year,  Alls.  Daws 
TCfaiiuled  the  delegates  that  Airs.  Barton 
^as  now  living -during  the  major  part  of 
the  week  iu  the  vicinity  of  the  Guild  office 
at  homlon.  She  had  relinquished  much  to 
accept  the  position,  and  it  was  too  late  now 
to  bring  up  such  a resolution  of  protest. 

Airs.  Kitchen  (District  Committee) 
thought  branches  should  protest  strongly 
against  the  resolution;  it  was  unfair  and 
undemocratic. 

Mrs.  Little  (Sheffield)  maintained  that 
u the  branches  responsible  for  the  resolu- 
tion understood  Airs.  Barton,  nnd  knew 
now  much  Sheffield  had  lost  by  her  accept- 
,n?  the  post  they  would  never  move  it. 

. the  resolution  to  be  moved  by  the  Har- 
sh0^ Guild  that  more  space  be  given  to 
‘WTV.s  ,creot$u  luteiesf. 

- I am  only  living  for  the  day  when  we 
nave  our  co-operative  daily  paper,”  ADs. 
•Taws  remarked.  " but  when  a.  'society 
*th  2.000  members  can  only  dispose  of 
•our  dozen  copies  of  the  ‘ News  ’ it  is 
nnie  that  some  action  was  taken.  If  more 
space  were  given  to  the  ‘ Women's  Pages  ' 
inere  would  be  far  more  women  readers.” 
" Women's  Pages." 

M°'*utjoy  (Pontefract)  was.  not  iu 
javour  of  a co-operative  daily  paper  being 
I /ought  out  in  amalgamation  with  the  pub- 
lishers of  the  " Daily  Herald. 
j'  j-  ”hite  (district  president V consi-. 
erect  the  extension  of -the  "Women's 
a-ges  most  urgent.  . • 
j-;.  H*?11  delegate  wanted  a eo-opexaitive, 
...but  hoped  that  it  woi^d  maintain  a 


higher,  standard  than  the  majority  of  daily 
papers. 

Airs.  Daws  said  that  they  were  severely 
handicapped  in  not  possessing  a daily 
paper,  as  the  co-operative  point  of  view 
must  be  put  before  the  public  every  day  to 
be  effective. 

Wonderful  results  could  be  achieved  by 
a society's  canvasser,  the  speaKer-  main- 
tained. dealing  with  the  resolution  on  co- 
operative loyalty.  Pamphlets  were  often 
thrown  away  unread,  but  the  personal  touch 
was  always  valuable.  Although  the  idea 
embodied  in  the  resolution  on  education — 
that  maintenance  grants  enabling  workers’ 
children  to  continue  their  education  be 
given — was  a good  one,  there  were  many 
who  would  be  forced  to  send  their  children 
to  work  at  fourteen. 

Mrs.  Ager  (Grimesthorpe)  thought  every 
child  had  the  right  to  a good  education. 

Mrs.  Kitchen'  (District  Committee):  A 
child  should  be  kept  at  school  ps  long  as 
possible,  otherwise  the  market  would  be 
flooded  with  cheap  child  labour,  which 
undermined  the  position  of  the  fathers.  At 
the  expensive  boarding  schools  there  were 
about  three  teachers  to  every  ten  scholars, 
while  in \ the  schools  for  the  workingman’s 

Mbs.  Biltlj  (Killamar'sh)  wirs^  grieved  to 
see  child  labour  in  industry  usurping  the 
parents’  positions.  Children  should  have 
a good  environment  in  tne  home. 

Mrs.  Mountjoy  (Pontefract)  protested 
against  the  resolution  asking  the  Govern- 
ment to  lower  the  rate  of  interest  on  War 
Bonds.  During  the  war  they  invested  in 
War  Bonds,  in  order  that  the  Government 
could  make  good  use  of  their  savings.  After 
income  tax  had  been  deducted,  the  interest 
that  holders  of  War  Bonds  received  wais 
lorc_  enough.  _ 

The  other  resolutions  yrere  read,  but 
owing  to  laclf  of  time  were  net  djscifs'ed. 

. Airs,  Cojpys  (president  oi  tlpj  .Detcasler 
Gujld)  welcomed  the  delegates,  and  cedes' 
of  thanks,  by  Mr*.  Kobin-o;.  hpd,  Mrs, 
Me  Her  concluded  the  meeting. 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


Mesdames  Bosworth  and  AToorliouse  have 
secured  seats  on  the  Rotherham  Board  of 
Guardians. 

Mrs.  Wallis,  nominated  by  tire  Notting- 
hani  co-operative  education  committee  and 
the  Irent  Ward  labour  Association,  has 
been  returned  to  the  Nottingham  Bo.ml  of 
Guardians. 

Officials'  classes  were  held  rccentlv  at 
Wellingborough,  when  Airs.  Unsworth  '(sec- 
tional secretary)  was  lecturer.  Airs.  Alnson 
(president  of  the  district)  presided.  There 
were  sixty  delegates  present.  Airs.  Uns- 
worth dealt  fully  with  the  duties  of  the 
various  officials,  and  explained  the  filling  up 
of  schedules  and  voting  papers,  &?.  Several 
questions  were  asked. 

Mrs.  Harris  (Lincoln)  presided  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Lincoln  District, 
held  in  the  Co-operative  Institute,  Free- 
man-street, Grimsby,  on  Alay  6th,  sup- 
ported by  the  Guild  president  (Airs. 
Dewsbury),  the  sectional  secretary  (Airs. 
Unsworth),  and  'the  district  committee. 
Airs.  Barker  (president  of  the  Grimsby 
branch  of  the  Guild)  welcomed  the  delegates. 
Owing  to  the  vast  area  of  the  Lincoln  Dis- 
trict, it  was  resolved  a year  ago  to  divide 
the  district  into  three,  to  be  known  as  the 
Lincoln,  Grimsby,  and  Peterborough  dis- 
tricts. The  result  of  the  voting  for  the 
three  districts  was  announced,  and  the 
new  secretaries  will  be  Mrs.  Daniels  (late 
of  the  Lancashire  Section),  Lincoln  Dis- 
trict; Airs:  Humberstonc,  Peterborough 

District;  and  Afrs.  Brelsford,  Lincoln  Dis- 
trict. - Mrs.  Dewsbury  then  spoke  on 
"Our  Responsibilities”  — the  need  for 
guildswomen  to  be  good  loyal  co-operators. 
Societies  required  trade,  and  it  was  no  use 
building  tine  new  business  premises  and 
then  taking  money  to  the  private  trader. 


ELECTED  TO 
MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE. 


Mas.  Fearn 
(Manchester  and 


Salford). 


The  Oxford  District  held  a conference  at 
Banbury,  seventy  delegates  being  present. 
Airs.  Toon  (Sectional  Council)  spoke  on 
“ Guild  Organisation  and  AVork  of  District 
Committees.”  She  urged  guildswomen  to 
support  women  for  co-operative  boards  and 
committees  and  equal  pay  for  equal  work. 

At  the  annual  conference  (Cheshire  and 
North  AVales),  held  on  Monday  last,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Walton  (Liverpool) 
branch,  three  committee  recommendation  a 
were  brought  forward,  two  of  which  were 
referred  back,  viz.,  increase  in  annual  sub- 
scription to  the  district  to  3d.  per  member 
per  year,  proposed  division  in  the  Cheshire 
and  North  Wales  District.  The  recommen- 
dation proposing  the  adoption  by  the  district 
for  the  annual  election  by  proportional  re- 
presentation carried.  Airs.  .Matthews 
(sectional  secretary)  dealt  with  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Guild  in  so  far  ns  it  affected  tho 
work  of  district  committees.  Airs  Walker 
(district  president)  occupied  the  chair,  and 
Aire.  Williams  (president,  Walton  branch) 
extended  the  welcome. 


DRAPERY  DEPARTMENTS 

should  make  their 

JUNE  SHOWS 

with 

C.W.S.  PRODUCTIONS. 

C.W.S.  Corsets. 

“ Belmont  ” Blouses. 
Huthwaite  Hosiery. 
Devonia  Serges. 

C.W.S.  Underwear. 

C.W.S.  Skirts. 

“ Unitas  ” Handkerchiefs,  &c. 

LOOK  IN  YOUR  STORE  WINDOW 
FOR  C.W.S.  GOODS. 

They  are  numerous  enough,  varied  enough,  and 
fashionable  enough  to  give  distinction  to  Stores ; 
and  satisfaction  to  members, 


(it  j 


JOINT  INSURANCE  DEPARTMENT  OF  C.W.S.  AND  S.C.W.S 


Co-operative  Insurance  Society 

UNDERTAKES  Limited 

CUCPV  nFsr.RfPTION  OF  INSURANCE; 
LIFE, 

FIRE, 
FIDELITY, 
ACCIDENT,  &c.,  &c. 


On  Terms  which  secure  every  advantage  to  Co-operators. 

Ask  foh  Prospectus  at  the  Local  Agency, 
oa  send  to 


Head  Office  : 109,  CORPORATION  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
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CALENDAR. 


Co-0|>eralive-  Educational  Fellowship  (Man- 
chester Branch).— -Visit  to  Rochdale,  con- 
ducted by  Miss  E.  M.  Fountain.  Train 
leaves  Victoria  Station  2-25  p.m. 

Joint  Co-operative  and  Labour  Demonstration 
in  Debilale  Park,  Gorton.  Procession  leaves 
Gorton  Town  Hull  ot  3 pan. 

North-Western  Section.— D-w-bury  District 
Conference,  on  the  Central  Premises  ol  the 
Hcckuiondwike  Society,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
lor  discussion  : " Should  Co  operative  Socip- 
ties  Advertise i”  Address  by  Mr.  .1.  Brad- 
shaw (secretary,  North-Western  Section). 

North-Western  Section. — Chcshir.’  and  North 
Wales  District  Conference,-  in  the  Ilnlyoake 
Hall.  Smithdowh-r^d,  Liverpool,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " Present  Financial 
aid  Trading  Problems  in  the  Co-operative 
Moyeiuent."  Paper,  by, Mr.  W.  E.  Banister 
(secretary.  Liverpool  Society). 

Nnrlli-West?m  -Section.— Huddersfield  District 
Confer*!  in  the  Fields  Congregational 
School,  Kirkhenton.  near  Huddersfield,  at  3 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : ” Some  Prob- 
lems of  Our  Movement."  Address  by  Mr. 
S.  Shudwick  (manager,  Morsden  Society). 

Northern  Section.— South  Northumberland  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall, 
Darn  Croik,  NeVvcastle-on-Tyne.  Ten  at  4 
p.m. ; conference  follows.  Subject  for  dis- 
ciis-ii  n : " Tlie  Education  of  the  Adult  Co- 
i pen  tor."  Paper  b\  Mr.  J.  A.  Stansbury 
(Blyth). 

Southern  Education  A t.srrintion.— Annual  Meef- 
ii:g,  in  the  Assembly  Hull,  99,  Lemon -street, 
London,  E.,  .ul  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  di*- 
nission  : " A Forward  Movement  in  Co- 

operative Education."  Speak ‘r,  •Profess  :r  F. 
Hull.  M.A. 


Won 


Guild.— Ncrth 
Conference,  in  the  Mi 
( imrcli-slreet,  Lanrust 
ject  for  ’disctisrio.-i  : 
Joiun.'v  .to— Where' 
Christie  (organiser 


Purl 


•■). 


Lancashire  District 
:r  Co-operative  Hall, 
-,  ul  2-30  p.m.  • Sub- 
“ The  Cn-c  punitive 
Speaker,  Mrs. 
ir  the  Co-operntive 


„ Women's  Guild.r— Nottingl 
ence,  in  the  Baptist 
- street,  Sutton-ir.-.Wifiild,  at  3 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Wcmeu  on  Boards  and 
Committees  nivd  Paid  Positions."  Speaker, 
Midland  Scetivr.nl  Council  Member. 

South  -rn  Educational  Association  — Week-end 

,y<hool  nt  Shorllells,  Boslnll  Heath,  Abbey 
Wood,  London,  S.E.  Lecturer,  Professor  F. 
Hall.  M.A. 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DliTRIBUTlV 
& ALLIED  WORKERS-The  N.U.D.A.W.  £ 

“THE  NEW  DaWN”| 

The  " ReAc’ab’:  “Tnd*  Uni-4 
leper.  Publish;!  fortnight  i 
too  Saturdays).  Price  2i\, 
tro.n  bion-h  secretaries,  or  3d. 
rosl  tree  Itom  Central  Offics— 

" Oakley,"  Wilmdew  Ron  1 
FollowReld.  tVlanshsstcr. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 

CONS  ETC  CO-OPERATIVE  SbClETY  LIMITED.— 
Wanted,  YOUNG  LADY  as  HEAD-MILLINER; 
also  to  take  charge  of  Mantles  Department  under 
drapery  manager. — Written  applications,  stating  age, 
experience,  and  salary  required,  and  endorsed  " Mil- 
liner," to  be  received  not  later  than  May  30tb. 

DRAPERY.— Wanted  nt  once,  capable'  MAN  about 
25  as  ASSISTANT  on  Manchester;  serve  through 
If  required;  must  lie  good  salesman,  stockkeeper,  and 
windqvr-dresser : wages  65s.  per  week.— Full  particu- 
lars to  " C.  S.,"  99,  Lenian-street,  'London. 


Liverpool  competitive  wholesale  provi- 
SION  MERCHANTS  Require  good  COMMISSION 
AGENTS,  colling  especially  on  co-operative  societies; 
tcruis  generous,  unit  every  support. — Box  94,  " Co- 
iperative  News,"  Manchester. 

MANAGERESS  and  BUYER  Required  for  Drapery 
and  Millinery  Department;  society  1,200  iiiimii- 
Ders.— Apply,  stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  re- 
quired. with  copies  of  testimonials!  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.-;  Bradlord-on-Avon. 


OUTFITTING.— MANAGER  Required  for  Outfitting 
and  Tailoring  Department;  must  have  bad  good 
experience. — State  particulars  to  Tailoring  Committee, 
Ipswich , Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Carr-st.,  Ipswich. 

THE  Cromer  Society  wish  .to  notify  all  applicant* 
for  the  position  of  SECRETARY  that  an  appoint- 
ment lias  been  made. 


THE  Committee  of  -Hornet  Hempstead  Society  beg 
to  thank  oil  applicant*  for  the  position  of 
GENERAL  MANAGER,  Which  is  now  filled. 


■\mTANTED,  competent  MAN  as  DRAPERY  MAN- 
v Y AGER;  departments.  Millinery,  Drapery,  and 
Outfitting;  applicants  must  be  fully  qualified  to  con- 
trol and  buy  for  the  above  departments. — Apply,  with 
full  particulars  ns  to  age,  experience,  reference,  and 
salary  required.  Go -operative  Society  Ltd.,  Abersycban. 


BAKF.R  tor  automatic  m Also  experienced 
CONFECTIONER;  must  be  well  up  in  all  high-class 
goods. — Applv,  stating  age.  experience,  and  wage 
■ • n A.,  rw«nsni:,..  ••  v 


" (Y>-operative  News,"  M/c. 


WANTED,  first-class  TAILOR.  CUTTER,  and  COS- 
TUMIER,  to  take  full  charge  of  Tailoriog  and 
Outfitting  Department;  only  keen  buyers  and  capable 
nen  need  apply;  wages  N.U.C.O.  minimum,  plus  bonus 
on  sales;  splendid  opening. — Applications  by  letter,  to 
be  in  by  first  |><>st.  Tuesday,  May  30th,  addressed  Co- 
operative Society,  Eirle-street,  Earlestown,  Lancs. 
■\frANTFH.  ior  t onf-ctioner's  Shop  and  Reslau- 
v v rant,  experienced  MANAGERESS;  none  other 
need  apply. — Applications  by  letter,  slating  age,  wage, 
experience,  and  reference',  and  whether  married  or 
tiiiele.  uddtessed  Co-operalive  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs- 


SITIIATinNC  W A UTCB 

Assistants.'  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS,  PACKERS,  bod  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiri.-.^  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  b.r  tny  distributive  deportment;  apply, 
JOHN  TURNER.  Ceier.l  SccreLiry. -National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Sbop  Assistants,  Warehouiemen,  and  Clerics, 
Dilke  nouse,  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.i. 


BAKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
or«  requested  to  apply  to  W.  BaXHELD,  General  Secre- 
ts ry,  Anialgamcted  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  aod  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sydney -street.  London.-  SAY 


4THEMIST,  juDior 

1 = ge  10;  5 years'  dispensing  and  counter  experi- 
ence; photography;  good  references.— Box  81.  "Co- 
operative News,"  Manchester 


r improver.  Requires  SITUATION; 
i’  dispensing  and  counter  experi- 


POSF1TON  Required  as  HEAD-WAREHOUSEMAN 
f»r  good  society;  25  years].  co-operative  experi- 
ence; good"  stockkeeper;  well  up  in  transler  and 
leakage  account*;  excellent  references  us  to  capabili- 
ties.— Apply,  " C.  T.."  6,  Green-lutie,  New  Elthain,  S.E. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manufac- 
turing fOLIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Addrc.3,  Fultox  Stiiket.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 


A SURE  INCOME.— Easy  DISPLAY  LETTERING  for 
Signs,  Go’d  Facias,  Ac.;  special  proposition  every 
city;  direct  cxiiert  system  in  detail,  with  business 
offer  and  outfit  complete,  5s.  6(1.  post  free.;  send 
now.— Conway  Signs,  Wmysburv,  Bucks. 


ATTRACTIVE  DISPLAY  LETTERING.— BUSINESS 
OUTFIT,  with  expert  instruction  complete,  Ss. 
6<1.  post  free.— Conway,  W ruysbury,  Bucks. 


DAIRY  MANAGER  require;  SITUATION  fully  quali- 
fled  in  all  details  of  dairy  work:  15  years* 

CO-.X  olive  (Ia ) rv  nunap.r-  — r . . . . . . d _ 


O /-  COMPLETE.— PAPER  LETTER  qnd  FIGURE 
/W/  CUTTING  SYSTEM. — “ Primo,"  Dept.  B.,  27, 
Clnrendpn-rond,  Blackpool. 

BOOT  AND  SHOE  REPAIR S.— Offers  required  for 
Second-hand  (No.  3)  COMBINATION  FINISHING 
.MACHINE  b\  the  Standard  Engineering  Machine  C'n.; 
capacity  500  pairs  weekly;  in  working  order;  view  by 
nppointmeht. — Co-operative  Society,  Downing-dreet, 
Mnr.Uiester. 

EYONSHIUK  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thiug. 
famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  pruduced  by.  the  Cathedral  Duiry,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operalive  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors.  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Iudus- 
tr:al  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 


17WILSWORTII  INDUSTRIAL  SOCIETY  EM- 

’ PLOYEES' ' BOWLING  CLUB.— Open  to  arrange 
home  and  away  matches  on  Wednesdays  with  other 
societies  in  the  Manchester -area;  radius  ten  miles. — 
Replies  to  N.  Howaiitb,  31,  Hultcn-street,  Fnilsworlli, 
Manchester.  • 


Full  SALE,  cheap,  surplus 
BOAT;  suitable  30  tons 
Society  Ltd.,  Ievi-g  Eaton.  Notts. 


M' 


•TORS  FOR  SALE.— “ Belsizo  " VAN,  15-20  h.p.; 
• carry  20  cwts. ; van  body  fitted  with  runners 
tor  uread  t rave ; in  good  running  order.  “Dennis", 
MOTITR  LURRY:  10  li  p. ; ^Conner;  1920  model;  as 
new ; may  be  inspected  at  the  Society's  Gurug;,  Duwber- 
slreet,  Wigan.— Oilers  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary, 
Wigan  and  District  Equitable  t o-operutive  Society  Ltd., 
Staudishgute,  Wigan. 


tTPHOLSTERED  GOODS  ior  comfort  and  wear;  co- 
1 operatively  made;  we  can  supply  through  your 
society.— Write-  Midland  Woodworkers,  Bristol-street, 
Birmingham. 

WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRF.D  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Mail,  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton.  . 


W 


ANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
(lie  Leeds-  Industrial  Co  operative  Society’# 


YOU  will  miss  (lie  Exhibition ; but  send  along  Vour 
orders-  . r inquiries  for  OFFICE  FURNITURE, 
TYPEWRITERS^  Ac.,  . to  the  Midland  Woodworkers, 
Bristol-street,  Birmingham. 


APARTMENTS. 


BARMOUTH.— Co-operative  visitors  are  invited  to 
trade  at  the  STOP.ES.  HIGll-ST.,  where  they  will 
get  their  favourite  brands  in  Groceries  and  Provisions. 


BRIGHTON.— Ideal  bearding  establishment;  pure, 
varied,  generous  diet.— Turin  ot  inclusive  terms 
Irani  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M issincihm,  17,  Norfolk-terrace. 


B" 


DOUGLAS. — " Claremont,"  Locti  Promenade;  Pri. 

Hotel  and  Boarding  Estab. ; close  Pier,  U.P.O., 
Amusements;  'toL  " Claremont,"  Douglas. — Turifl  from 
C.  N.  Chadwick,  Pi-oprietor. 


DOUGLAS,  I.O.M. — Mrs.  House,  late  of  Flixton  and 
Irlam;  7 minutes  from  boot;  most  central;  home 
Iron  ltonie;  terms  moderate.—"  Seucliff,"  6,  Church-rd. 


Douglas,  i.o.m.— Mrs.  taylou  is  noi 

dates;  home  comforts;  prettiest  part  c 
—6,  Quecn's-avcnue. 


Douglas,  i.o.m.-mijs  b.  callister, 
26,  Bucks-road,  for  Comfortable 
book  early;  cable  cars  put  you  down  . 
established  over  forty  years. 


" Endclille," 
Apartments; 
it  the  door; 


HEYBRIDGE  (Muldoh,  ESsex).-Fur. 

Com.  "Home;  with  or  without 
GURTOX,  Halbroad. 


N’UTBOURNE  HOLIDAY  CAMP,  HA. MB  ROOK, 
EMSWORTH. — Near  Sussex  Coast  and  South 
Downs;  comfortubly  furnished  tents  and  huts;  central 
dining  and  sociol  hut;  tennis  court  and  large  grounds; 
individuals  and  families;  40s.  week  inclusive. 


M 


ORECAMBE,  C.— Mrs.  Barxes,  Aster  House.  34, 
Euston-grove;  Ajiartments;  bath;  near  Prom, 
id  amusements;  piano. 


SCARBOROUGH-NORTH  CLIFF.— TIXDall's  Board- 
3 ing  House,  3,  Blenheim -terrace.  Uninterrupted 
« view.  Liberal  cuisine. 


TORQUAY.— Co-operators  intending  to  visit  UiU 
Seaside  Health  Resort  should  write  to  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  79,  Union-street,  for  list  of  Lodging-  and 
Apartments. 


U.C.B.S 

minimum  terms,  35s. 
Co-operative  Baking 
Glasgow. 

TKTJSITORS 
V the  best  Br.-.ni. 
Provisions  at  the  Co-< 
Colwyn  Bay.  Lloyds 
H bos -on -Sea.  and 
Prices." 


HOLIDAY  CAMP.  ROTHESAY, 
i — Open  May  to  September; 

weekly.— A pplv,  Camp.  United 
Society'  Ltd.,  12,  M'Neil.street, 


n Bay  and  Llandudno  = . 

Confectionery.  Groceries,  and 
•perative  Society,  Sea  View. road, 
ireet,  Llandudno.  Old  Colwyn. 
Penrbynslde.  •.  No  **  Summer 

ftrimsby  S<i-ry '»  Co-ojierative 
Cleeltootpe*.  Quality;  Service; 

. Large  or  small  parties  catered 
pier,  sands,  and  amuse-iueuts. 


ENTERTAINERS. 

MARGARET  MVRCH  in  wbole-eTenit«  HUMOROUS 
and  DRAMATK  RECITALS  frean  Shako-jifeire. 
Dickens,  Barry-  Pain,  Ac. ; soog  and  pianoforte  inter- 
ludes by  Marian  Murch:  now  booking  dates,  autumn 
and  winter. — Addre.'-,  Higher-Bro.ik^-ljne.  Street.  Soin. 

SOUTHERN  CO-OPER-\TIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY.  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.). — Write  for  artlites 
to  R.  niBBERD.  66,  Great  PrescoM-street.  London,  EL 


SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

TILL  CARTER'S  " MERRJE  MIMICS-  ' AJway* 
‘ " toire.  At:  GaU-.  Ftfes.’ Gatdea 


w • xucAeSs*  Repertoire.  iAv  Gati!.'  G7>i 

Parties  fully  supplied;  terms  mod. — 15.  Warwitk-str. 
Hulme,  Maartiester. — TeL  1163  Central 


National  Co-opera- 
tive Publishing  - - 
Society  Limited.  - 
□ 

ELECTION 

OF 

DIRECTORS. 


THE  DEWSBURY  PIONEERS 
INDUSTRIAL  SOCIETY  LTD. 


respectfully  request  the  support  of 
Shareholding  Societies  on  behalf  of 

Mr. 

Benjamin  Turner, 

a thorough  co-operator  with  many  years  adminis' 
trative  experience,  and  a prominent  Trade 
Union  st,  with  experience  in  an  administrative 
capacity  for  25  years. 


Stockport  Co-operative 
So.iety  Limited.  :: 

ELECTION 

OF 

DIRECTORS 

NATIONAL 
CO-OPERATIVE 
PUBLISHING 
SOCIETY  LTD. 

MANCHESTER  DIS  lilCT. 


RESERVE  ONE  VOTE  FOR 

MR. 

Frank  Sutterworth, 

THE  NOMINEE  OF  THE  STOCKPORT  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Bult  r worth  has  been  a member  of  our  Mannge- 
:ment  .Committee  for  some . years : ho  hns  .twenty 
years  of  practical  co-operati  ve  experience  to  lus  credit, 
and  at  the  present  time  lie  holds  the  position  of 
Assistant  Agency ' Manager  to  the  Co-operativo  In- 
sura.ice  Society. 

VOTE  FOB  BUTTERWORTH, 

who  has  the  energy  and.  ability  to  serve  you. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

North-Western  Sectional 
Board  Election. 

The  Blackburn  (Amalgamated) 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

solicit  the  votes  and  support  of  Societies  on  behalf 
of  their  Nominee, 

Mr.  James  Hopwood. 

A Co-operator  of  26  yexr»"  standing,  he  has  beea 
an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Management  for 
a nu.vber  of  years,  and  on  the  Executive  of  his 
own  Trade  Unioi  during  the  past  twelve  years- 
A conv  ncing  and  fluent  speaker,  he  is  full  of 
enthusiasm  for  Propaganda  and  Educational  work 
in  connec  ion  with  the  movement,  and  has  taken 
classes  on  the  Co-operative  Union  Text-Book, 

" Indudrial  Co-operali jn." 

He  is  in  every  respect  a real  good  man,  and  we 
confidently  request  your  support. 

JOHN  WILD  NORTH.  Prniient. 


CO-OPERATIVE JL|NION  LTD 

rf 

NORTH  WESTERN  SECTION. 

CENTRAL  BOARD  ELECTION, 

SOCIETIES'  VOTES 

are  solicited  for 

Thomas  Cunningham 

the  nominee  of  the 

Beswick  Co-operative  Society  Ld. 


A Candidate  with  ability  and  ex- 
perience i n administration  o f 
Co-operative,  Trade  Union,  and 
Labour  organisations,  and  an 
energetic  worker. 


ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS. 

NATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE 
PUBLISHING  SOCIETY  LTD. 


JOHN  M.  GILLIANS, 

J.P., 

lus  been  nominsled  by  the  ASHINGTON  INDUSTRIAL 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED.  «l  which  h.- u 

President. 

The  Ashinglon  Induilrisl  Society  is  a lovsl  suppontr 
ol  the  "Co-operative  News  " »nd  is  «bly  backed  up  by 
Mr.  GILLIANS.  who.  bv  training,  is  yr  :\l  qualified  i„ 
hold  • seat  oit  the  directorate  Inadlition  to  holdmi 
Chsirmsnship  ol  Ashinjton  Industrial  Society,  h-  u 
Chairman  ol  the  Northern  Co-op:rativ_-  l avindries 
Society,  and  Chairman  ol  No.  I District  Executive 
Co-operative  Union.  Northens  Section,  and  is  also  a 
member  ol  the  National  Commiltee.Co-opentiv.-  I'arty. 
Mr.  GILLIANS  also  holds  important  positions  in  ths 
Trade  Union  Movement  ol  ths  No.'tli 
The  AshingUa  lodcstrial  Society  appeals  for  mjwrt 
for  a loyal  and  devote!  worker  in  the  Movemc.it. 


National  Co-operalive 
Publishing  Society 
Limited. 


ELECTION  OF 
DIBECTOflS, 


QOPSILL, 

the  Nominei  ol  the  Nuojit#! 
Co-operative  Society  Lioilti 

Mr.  A.  Gopsill  has  for  a number  of  years 
been  an  active  participant  in  the  man  igcuitnt 
of  the  above  society  ; he  is  an  ex-Chairnian, 
local  Editor  of  the  " Wheatsheaf,”  a firutanl 
anient  believer  in  the  power  of  the  printed 
word,  possessor  of  sound  and  practical  business 
abilities,  and  his  integrity  is  of  the  highest, 
Your  sqpport  could  not  be. giyeu  to  a iu<h* 
fitting  candidate.  Thanking  you  in  anticipa- 
tion for  your  wholehearted  support  and  vot:. 

S.  H.  Neal,  Chairman. 

Jos.  Bent,  Secret- ry- 


M 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOB  EACH 


This  well  - 1 no  vn 
CO-OPKKATIV'E 
- — - BRAND  — 


MENS 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTY 
OF  QUALITY 

nd- 


RIGHT  LABOUR 

CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

••  I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 

Co-operative  Summer  Schools,1922 

SCHOOLS  FOR  ADULTS 

SCOTLAND — CarLton  Turreli.  Ajr 
ENGLAND  — Orhlon  C.II.,.,  : 

Leighton.  Parkgxte  (on  ihe  Dee  Eiioary),  Ch&  *• 
The  Grange.  Folkestone;  Brodley  Court  0**^ 
Mitrheldean,  Gloucester ; Whymptlone  ru  ■ 
Plymouth.  BtumcU.  Be'gium. 

SCHOOLS  I OR  JUNIORS 

will  i>z  held  at  Hill  End  Hou*e.  Brierdiffe.  Bu/a>*T- 
Sho  ne'U.  Woolwich  . 

Fill  p*  o//Aca  S-JnJi  cat  /*>" 

_.  Dwu  f.-I  Jblj'*'"  H*0*- 

THS  CO-OPERATIVE  COLLEGE. 

SCHOLARSHIPS  OFFERED 
FOR  SESSION  1922-23. 

ThelCcntral  Education  Committee  ate  • > - 

after  THREE  SCHOLARSHIPS  tenable  a 

College  during  the  session  1922-2J. 

The  " Pioneer"  Scholarship,  value  C,oi' 

The  ” Infans  " Scholarship,  value  £-° 

The  “K.  P."  Scholarship,  value  L'0-  ^ 

Further  particulars  and  forms  of  *PP*j  c oc- 
ean be  obtained  from  ilr.  C.  E- 
retar )•;  Education  Department.  Co-op-^^ 
Union  Ltd  .Holyoalce  House,  Hanoi  e 


May  27,  1922.. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


HoVIS 


is  better  than  alt  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


VISITORS  to  LONDON  and  the  SOUTH 

shonld  arcango  to  stay  at 

“ SHORNELLS,” 

Iho  lovely  HOLIDAY  HOME  of  the 

Royal  Arsenal  Co-operative  Society  Ld. 
Situate  in  It  acres  of  woodland. 

Easy  'bus.  tram,  anil  train  serv.ee 
from  Charing  Cross. 

Terms:  per  Week,  45s.;  Week-end,  15s. 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEBOPE 

Brmi. 


Adilreis:  SPEROPH  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD.,  BAIt WELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in-Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at.  your  Stores  fer  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

t Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  U'p-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


1 X.L,"  “ Eccles,"  “ Climax,"  oud  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System ; No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


118,  CORPORATION  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
- Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


f HFSTFR  Thf  G|V  everybody  should 

v A A Laky  1 see— and  th»  beautiful  Dee. 

Parties  not  exceeding  90  catereJ  for  Luncheons 
and  Teas  at  the  

CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOREGATE  ST. 

Terms  on  application. :- 


Is  the  BOOfc?  for 

W soys  w:  V 

J SiumT : Reliable  ] 
it  F Best  Vxluc  : n- 

by  tKc 

Crompton.  Boor  AWu&tss. 

W’  I & U.  \X  odt5 , D«tvrou^fi. 


PLYMOUTH  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S  HOLIDAY 
HOME, 

WHYMPSTONB  HALL,  NEAR  MODBURY. 
(Under  New  Management.) 

Ideal  place  to  speml  a holiday. 

Home  Comforts.  Delightful  Scenery.  Beautiful 
Walks.  < 

Bookings  accepted  for  any  period,  including  week- 
ends. 

Taritl  until  end  May,  £2  per  week  inclusive. 

Tariff  week-end  (Saturday  Tea  to  Monday  Break- 
fast), 15s. 


(( 


Che  ideal’’ 


Joseph  Baler  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  - 


MOW  MOULDERS 


Bakeby  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


Telegrams  : 

PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


T eleDhone  : 

301  PETERBOROUGH. 


Head  Office:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY,  LpNDON,  W.C.2. 

Sole  Sales  Agents  foi* 

David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


i — Xsde  Reliable  Jiome  Styes.  — 


: DRUMMER 
: DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 
bought  at  all  Co-optrative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDCES.  BOLTON. 


Makers  of  Edges’  "ZDolly  Sdlue”  $ “ZD  oily  (Bream " 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BUBNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  firandrclles,  Flannelette, 
Silesias,  Linenettes,  Lustres,  St  Silketcen  Linings ; 
also  of  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone; National,  Burnley,  13J.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange, No.9 Pillar,  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS, 

Open  all  the  year • round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culchelh  Station,  Great  Central  Railway : 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction.  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tknxts.  BowLnvo.  Ctocs  Golf.  Cboqobt. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals) 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  are  equal  to  any  oj  the  Advertised 


MANUFACTIHKD  BY 


Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Boe  Hive  Works.  Droylsdon. 

\hl  A NIT*  17  Ft  All  Co-operafors  tt 

* * X AStL/y  Trade  Unionists 


to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 


“Self-Help”  B’*"d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD,  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Hills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closing 
Twist,  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist.  &c.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  So:ietics 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies'  Boots  & Siloes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

AU  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS,  w*Kf0™,5“* 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8.  Withy  Grove.  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  MS  Cloths 

esn  he  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (RegcL) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


trove-*--*-©-*-©-*-©® 


Ask  at 
Your  Store 
for 


Coso  Cocoa 


e 


“The  | 
Cocoa  with  J 
a Charm.”  * 


AND  GET  INTO  THE  COUPON  COLLECTING  HABIT. 


i Coupons  Leading  to  Free  Boxes  of  Chocolate  are  included  with  the  Coso  Cocoa.  | 
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“ riiHK  delicious  flavours  of  C'.W.S.  Jams 
are  unsurpassed.  Co-operators  should 
purchase  C'.W.S.  Jams  only.  Choice  luscious 
fruits  and  pure  sugar.  For  quality,  C.W.S. 
Jams  possess  -a  distinction  of  their  own. 
Absolutely  wholesome  and  scientifically  pre- 
pared. C'.W.S.  Jams  are  lovely  for  children. 
Obtainable  from  all  Co-operative  Stores.” 


HERRINGS  in  Tomato.  Ask  for  the 
famous  “Jennie”  brand  from  the 
C.W.S.  curing  houses.  They  are  canned 
and  cured  at  the  co-operative  establishment 
at  Yarmouth,  and  are  a real  food  as  well 
as  a tasty  delicacy.  “ Jennie  ” brand  her- 
rings in  toinuto  are  on  sale  at  all  stores. 
Ask  for  them  at  your  own  shop. 


BOOTS  are  best  polished  when  polished 
with  PELAW  POLISH— the  polish 
that*  lessens  labour,  secures  the  durability 
of  the  leather,  and  adds  to  the  reputation 
of  co-operative  productions.  Ask  for  Pelaw 
Root  Polish  when  next  at  the  Store.  If  it 
is  not  in  stock,  give  a definite  order  for  its 
supply. 


“ \\f  C JAMS,  too,  are  extra 

.O*  Speciai.  They  possess  that 
rich,  fruity  flavour  without  being  syrupy. 
And  the  letters  C.W.S.,  while  being  so  easy 
to  say  when  asking  for  Jam  at  the  Stores, 
mean  so  much,  for  they  guarantee  real  jam 
and  nothing  but  jam. 


T^URNITURE  for  every  home  is  made  in 
C.W.S.  factories  at  Manchester, 
Pelnw-on-Tyne,'  Bristol,  and  Birmingham. 
When  you  buy  household  fittings,  inquire 
where  they  were  made ; if  they  come  from 
the  C.W.S.  works  they  are  reliable.  ~ 


XJEALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
the  equipment  of  every  home.  Careful 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALTS — pleasant,  effective,  and  pure. 
These  are  specially  prepared  in  the  C.W.S. 
Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-Tvne. 


“ fTHlE  PRODUCER  ” is  the  paper  for 
-*•  those  interested  in  the  business 
side  of  the  movement.  Ask  your  store  man- 
ager to  lie  shown  a copy.  It  costs  three- 
pence a month — but  is  worth  more,  much 
niore. 

1>0STERS  for  educational  committees 
-1-  wishful  to  keep  the  co-operative  idea 
to  the  front  are  obtainable  from  the  C.W.S. 
Stationery  Department  at  Manchester.  Ask 
your  manager  to  make  inquiries. 


Y i \\T  O GOLD  FLAKE  Cigarettes 
n are  t]10  cigarettes  to  ask 

for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  the  letters 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 


FEDERATION  SELF-RAISING  FLOUR 

is  famous  in  the  Lancashire  district, 
and  housewives  proclaim  that  there  is 
“none  better”;  and  that’s  the  fact. 


VIKING  DYES  are  made  in  really  artistic 
* colours,  and  are  reliable  in  domestic 
use.  Ask  to  see  the  range  of  Viking  Dyes 
ut  your  Store. 

iUES  in  cakes  of  all  sizes  are  prepared 
at  the  C.W.S.  Glue  Works,  Pontefract. 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  glue — and  stick  no  other. 

F^NGRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  the  best 
^ known  sonps — made  by  the  C.W.S.  for 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W.S.  flourish 
and  grow. 


pi  LUI< 


Y ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialities.  Ask  for  it  in  your  local  shop. 


AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


Pels  w Polish 


STILL  SHINING. 


FjiDtad  Pubbabod  by  U >•  Kiuoxu.  Oo-oraum«  fiocarx  Latino,  «t  Unn*  Offloes,  Lot*  w : Vjr  rb?»  ter  .-Saturday,  |fay^7;  IS22. 


May  27.  1922. 


Pastimes  are  Catered  for  by 

C.W.  S.  Sports  9epartment 

Thoroughly  Comprehensive. 


PIUE  INSURANCE  policies  ore  arranged 
for  co-operators  by  the  Co-operative 
Insurance  Society  Ltd.,  which  ha.3  agencies 
in  all  co-operative  centres,  and  is  develop- 
ing a system  of  reaching  co-operators  every- 
where. Members  of  Guilds  are  specially 
invited  to  see  that  Co-operative  Insurance  is 
discussed  at  Branch  meetings;  literature 
and  particulars  will  be  sent  on  application 
to  109,  Ccrporatipn-street,  Manchester. 


CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE, 

Secures  IMMEDIATE  BENEFIT  in  the 
case  of  INDUSTRIAL  ASSURANCE.  : ! 


C0-Ores*”78  N'ews.  ato  Jocbsal  ov  Associate  IMAC8TBV,  Juno  2-Uli,  fuel 

\\ORKEKS  IN  CONFLICT. — ‘See  Page  2. 


No.  2,665.  No.  165.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  June  24,  1922. 


PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 


FROM  THE  CW.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


r x.B. — All  Coupons  must  be  securely 
attached  to  any  communications 
relating'therelo. 

C.W.S. 

DEVELOPMENT 

BONDS 


Special  Notice  re 
Interest  Payment 
due  July  1st,  1922. 

REGISTERED  BONDS. 

! Where  holders  have  an  account  with 
the  C.W  S.  Bank,  interest  (less  tar^  v ’!! 
’ie  credited  to  such  account,  and  an  advice 
and  Certificate  of  Deduction  of  Tax  will 
be  forwarded  to  Bondholders. 

Where  holders  have  no  account  with 
the  Bank,  the  interest  (less  tax)  will  be 
. remitted  with  a Certificate  of  Deduction 
of  Tax. 

In  the  case  of  Co-operative  Societies, 
the  interest  will  be  credited  to  their  accounts 
j without  deduction  of  tax. 


BEARER  BONDS. 


Bondholders  should  forward  their 
coupons  to  the  Bank  for  payment  in  the 
usual  way,  or  if  desired  they  may  be 
passed  for  collection  through  the  local 
Co-oper.  tive  Societies,  who  will  send 
them  to  the  Bank  for  verification.  The 
i Bank  will  credit  the  Societies  with  the 
mounts  due  (less  tax),  after  which 
societies  will  pay  the  proceeds  to  holders 
in  due  course. 

-All  Coitpojis  must  be  securely 
attached  to  any  communications 
relating  thereto. 

C.W.S.  BANK, 

1.  Balloon  Street,  MANCHESTER. 


IF  YOU  HAVE  SAVINGS 
TO  INVEST 

ask  for  particulars  of 

C.W.S.  Deposit  Notes 
Individual  Deposit  Accounls. 

The  lccal  store  secretary 
can  supply  them. 


FOR  OR  AGAINST  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 


NOTTINGHAM’S  CHANCE  TO  DECIDE. 


WHY  CO-OPERATORS  SHOULD  RALLY  FOR  JONES. 


In  the  famous — or  infamous — General 
Election  of  1919,  the  franchise  holders  in 
the  East  Nottingham  Division  sent  to  West- 
minster a Coalition  Unionist.  Why  a con- 
stituency which  is  mainly  industrial  should 
do  this,  and  at  the  same  time  turn  down  a 
direct  working-class  representative,  is  one 
of  those  questions- easy  to  ask  but  difficult 
to  answer. 

The  1918  Mistake. 

It  may  he  that  the  victor  on  that  memor- 
able occasion  made  himself  exceedingly 
popular;  it  may  be  that  the  electors  were 
carried  away  by  the  cry  that  the  people  who 
had  won  the  war  (sleep  on  ye  mighty  dead  !) 
should  reap  the  harvest  of  a glorious  (?) 
peace;  but  whatever  the  reason,  the  fact 
remains  that  the  workers  of  East  Notts  had 
the  opportunity,  and  failed  to  take  it,  of 
returning  to  the  House-  of  Commons  one  of 


“ Apart  from  the  co-oporative 
movement,  there  is  no  organisation 
in  the  country  that  makes  any  pre- 
tence to  protect  the  consumi 
Sir  Thomas  Allen. 


by 


their  own  class/  one  bound  to  thei 
common  suffering^ 

Have  they  repented  of  their  choice?  They 
cannot  for  obvious  reasons  send  the  same 
man  to  Parliament,  but  they  can.  if  they 
are  so  desirous,  return  a man  of  the  same 
party.  Will  they  do  that? 

Will  they  wilfully  close  their  eyes,  and 

continue  to  be  willing  accessories  to  the 

thousand  and  one  misdeeds  of  the  present 

Government? 

They  need  not ; they  have  only  to  respond 
a » one  man  (and,  'of  course,  one  woman)  to 
tiie  cry  of 

Jcnes  for  Nottingham  and  Co-operation 

to  show  that, -so  far  as  they  are  concerned, 
tne  present  Parliament  has  outlived  its  use- 
fulness, and  should  cease  to  be. 

Government  no  Friend  of  Co-operation. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Jones,  J.P.  (Shrewsbury),  who 
is  now  before  the  constituency  as  the  offi- 
cially selected  Co-operative  candidate,  should 
be  able  to  convince  the  co-operative  com-, 
m unity  of  East  Notts  that  the  Government 
is  no  friend  of  theirs;  that,  on  the  contrary, 
it  has  done  its  best  to  thwart  its  legitimate 
desires  and  aspirations.  Not  very  long  ago 
it  did  ifs  utmost  to  reduce  the  -material 
benefits  of  co-operation,  in  order  to  show 
its  friends  and  supporters  that  it  was  deter- 
mined to  defend  and  strengthen  the  citadel 
of  capitalism  against  all  comers. 

Why  Meat  is  Dear. 

Again,  it  has  been  proved  beyond  doubt 
that  the  raising  of  the  embargo  on  the  im- 
portation of  Canadian  vattlo  would  be  a good 
thing  for  the  consumer-,  in  this  country; 
bus  the  Government  helped  or  hindered 
those  who.  with  an  eye  on  reducing  the  cost 
of  living,  are  wcrking'fnr  the  removal  of 
this  restriction?  Let  this  .particular  tn-e 
be  tried,  as  it  has  often  been  tried,  by  men 
who  do  not  come  to  heel  as  soon  a?  they 
hear  their  master  s voice,  and  the  Govern- 
nlent  " ill  not  leave  the  coqrt  without  -•  stain 
upon  its  character.  ~ 

Indirect  Taxation  Scandal. 

Then  there  is  the  scandal  of  indirect  taxa- 
tion. The  figures  published  by  the  Whole- 
sale .Sc-  ieiy  in  respect  of  this  should  te  sent 
into  every  household  in  tlie  constituency; 
they  show  how  the  poor  consumer  is  bled  to 
lessen  the  direct  taxation  of  those  whose 
wealth  is  their  only  trouble.  The  figures 


cover  such  articles  of  daily  consumption  as 
sugar,  tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  tobneep,  and  dried 
fruit,  and  they  illustrate  in  a remarkable 
degree  the  extent  of  indirect  taxation  im- 
posed on  the  people  by  the  Government. 
The  amount  of  duty  which  the  Wholesale 
Society  included  in  the  price  of  these  goods 
before  they  were  utilised  in  its  factories  or 
passed  on  to  retail  societies  rose  from  os.  7d. 
m the  pound  in  1920  to  7s.  7d.  in  1921.  In 
1920  'the  total  amount  of  the  duty  was 
£7,579,039;  in  1921  it  had  increased  to 
£8483,123. 

The  electors  of  East  Notts  should  look 
carefully  on  that  picture,  and  then  no  less 
carefully  on  this:  during  the  war  period 
3,760  persons  accumulated  fortunes  to  fhe 
extent  of  £700,000,000! 

They  will  at  once  see  the  justice  of  the 
demand,  which  is  included  in  the  programme 
of  the  Co-operative  Party,  that  all  taxes 
on  foodstuffs  should  be  abolished,  and  the 
decrease  in  revenue  made  good  by  the  taxa- 
tion of  land  values  and  “ the  further  in- 
crease of  income  tax  and  death  duties  upon 
large  incomes  and  estates." 

M.P.  as  Wen  as  J.P. 

Mr.  Jones  has  been  in  the  constituency 
since  Tuesday  of  last  week— the  day  on 
v. Uit'h  it  was  decided  by  the  patty  iba  be 
should  contest  the  seat — and  he  has  already 
convinced  a good  many  of  the  electors  that, 
in  addition  to  J.P.,  )ie  should  have  M.P. 
after  his  name.  He  is  a keen  student  of 
politics  and  social  conditions,  and  like  thou- 
sands of  others  (men  and  women),  he  was, 
very  early  on  in  life,  driven  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  was  something  wrong  with 
the  modern  state  of  society.  That  was  why 
he  joined  the  co-operative  and  trade  union 
movements;  that  is  why  lie  is  an  active 
worker  in  both  spheres  of  social  activity 
to-day;  and  that  is  one  of  many  reasons  why 
the  electors  of  East  Notts  should  X him 
into  Parliament  on  the  29th  day  of  this 
jo\  ful  month  of  June.  His  programme  will 
stand  critical  examination  at  the  hands  of 
the  keenest  and  most  enthusiastic  social 
rolcH'mer,  and  upon  it  the  nation  can  build  in 
the  safe  and  sure  hope  that  it  will  have 
happiness  at  home  sfiul  ptdoe  abroad. 

Other  parties  have  talked  co-operation 
and  practised  competition;  but  this  two- 
faced  business  has  no  place  in  the  pro- 
gramme by  which  Mr.  Jones  and  his  party 
stand. 

They  practise  as  well  as  preach  co-opera- 
tion. and  they  believe,  just  as  many  more 
people  outside  our  movement  are  beginning 
to  believe,  that  had  co-operation  instead  of 
competition  been  the  "dominant  spirit  in  in- 


The  great  line  of  distinction  be- 
tweon  Mr.  Jones  and  his  two  oppo- 
nents is  that  he  stands  for  the  Co- 
operative Commcnv/ealth,  white  they 
stand  for  the  Competitive  State;  ho 
stands  for  community  of  service, 
sacrifice,  and  opportunity  in  a v/orld 
that  recognises  for  nations  and  indi- 
viduals the  right  to  live  anJ  b'  e 
right  to  the  means  cf  happiness; 
while  they  stand  for  the  perpetuation 
of  the  old  castes,  the  old  world  of 
riches  and  poverty,  and  the  o!d 
struggle  to  preserve  and  widen  the 
abyss  between  the  rich  and  poor. 


ternntional  affairs  in  1914.  the  w- 
not  have  been  in  the  parlous  L 
to-<lay,  represented  by  huge  deb 
chairs,  and  by  no  means  unfou 
/livings  as  to  the  future. 

One  of  the  local  papers  at  th 

- VL.,.,  ' 


I IJ8  General  Elect i 
on  the  duties 
, one  of  which  w 


hud  a few 
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The  same  paper,  on  the  eve  of  the  election, 
aiso  said  this:  — 

A vote  wasted  is  a crime  against  de- 
mocracy, an  outrage  on  political  freedom. 

Crimes  Against  Democracy. 

The  Qlily  way  in  which  the  electors  can 
safeguard  themselves  against  committing 
this  “ crime  against  democracy  " is  by  vot- 
ing for  Mr.  A.  H.  Jones,  who  is  certainly 
‘ sound  and  lice  upon  the*  essential  prin- 
ciples of  genuine  reconstruction.'’ 

Those  shots  would  have  l:  i>  lirod  into 
the  locker  of  Mr.  Cecil  Roberts  had  not  ill- 
heiilth  compelled  him  to  retire  from  the  con- 
test. for  it  is  from  the  paper  of  which  lie 
is. tne  editor  that  the  above  quotations  are 
made.  The  bullets,  in  these  circumstances, 
must  find  billets  elsewhere,  as  doubtless  they 
will  before  the  election  is  over  il  the  baud 
ol  earnest  workers  behind  the  Co-operative 
candidate  got  half  a chain;'.  There  is  this 
to  be  placed  to  t-he -credit  of  Mr  Roberts, 


eg 


“ The  Coalition'  has  missod  no 
opportunity  of  using  its  powor  in 
Parliament  for  reactionary  pur- 
poses." — Rarli.im-  :tai.  ( muni, 
tee’s  Report  (Ti  'Cooperative’  Con- 
gress, 1921. 


irty’i 


dis- 

pirit 


that  as  soon  as  lie  heard  Mr.  I 
the  field  he  generously  placed  a column  hi 
his  paper  at  i he  Co-operative  P 
posal.  The  offer  was  accepted  in  tl 
it  was  made,  and  the  column  lias  I 
ti  ver\  goi  1 use.  'I  lie  boa  I ol  t lit  pitblii 
department  ot  the  Co-op  rath  • Union  li 
seen  to  that. 

Interviewed  towards  tin*  do 
week.  Mr.  Jones  said  li 


■ of  last 
I to  light 


the  election  on  bread  and  butter  questions 


such  as  unemployment,  t'ixut 
pensions,  hutli  war-  ami  old-age. 
also  going  to  -tand  by  the  bet  tha 


I food,  ! 


cut1?  Icr  our  it  * 1 

istriul  ills  was  the  r.mmng 

of  industry  on  c 

wujeiative  line*. 

The  division  i- 

- divided  into  four  wards. 

nnd  the  disparity 

in  voting  strength  between 

one  ward  and  mu 

jther  is  renin  rftnfik-.  Then 

are.  in  llu-  .Man 

vers  Ward,  for  instance, 

12,01 7 voters,  wli 

ilst  in  the  St.-Ma-  v s Word 

there  are  only  2. 

749.  Mapper  ley  has  10/95 

voters,  and  Hyr 

< ii  only  4.707.  Over  the 

whole  of  the  divi 

ision ‘there  are  16.593  men 

voters  and  13,769 

women  voters. 

The  Xottingh 

nm  Society  has  • ron 

branches  in  the  n 

onstituency.  making  rfdifiir- 

able  bill-posting 

did  at 


Off. 


mate  that  of  their  23.00U 
more  than  one-filth  live  i 
Division. 

All  the  officials  arc  ill. 
into  the  fight  with  all  th- 

awl  vv;  h ti 

agent  (Mr.  S.  Hccs)  and  li 
thev  lost  no  time  in  di>pl< 
windows  the  • C.M>perr.ti- 
• Jones  for  Nottingham  n 


Forward  All  Ye  Workers. 


to  elect  men  who  are  sound  ind  free  upon 
the  essential  principles  of  genuine  recon- 
struction. 


^jyiv  H im  is  ui  ix-  none  mu  si  none 

quickly. 

Jones  is  in  Nottingham  now;  he  must 
be  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  lci>  than 
a week. 

It  tnn  be  done.  It  must  be  done. 

[Matters  of  purely  local  interest  relative  to 
the  election  are  dealt  with  in  our  MiJland 
edition.} 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NE\VS. 


WORKERS’  ORGANISATIONS 

IN  CONFLICT. 


GUILDS  COMPETE  WITH  OUR  SOCIETIES 

FOR  TRADE. 


SERIOUS  INDUSTRIAL  ISSUE  RAISED. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


Two  or  three  times,  in  the  early  part  of 
this  year,  I called  the  attention  of  co-operators 
to  the  development  of  the  Guild  System  of 
controlling  and  conducting  industry.  Reviews 
of  several  books  dealing  with  the  Guild  System 
had  appealed  in  the  “ News,"  and  in  some 
of  these  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  propagandists  of  the  Guild  System  were 
bent  on  sweeping  co-operation  asidq  if  it 
stood  in  the  way  of  guild  control  of  industry 
or  even  government.  The  more  recejqt  develop- 
ments of  the  guilds  prompted  me  to  suggest 
that .co- operators  should  take  time  by  the  fore- 
lock and  bring  the  subject  of  Guilds  and  Co- 
operation for  a full-dress  discussion  of  all  the 
possibilities  beiore  Congress  so  as  to  avert 
conflict ; but  apparently  nobody  thought  the 
question  worth  raising. 

It  is  certainly  time  to  raise  it  now. 

Trade  Union  Responsibility. 

The  industrial  guild  find§  its  nucleus  in 
the  trade  unions  connected  with  a particular 
industry.  It  was  there  the  Building  Guild 
found  its  foundation;  and  it  was  there  that 
the  Furniture  and  Furnishing  Guild  got  its 
initial  membership  ; and  it  is  so  also  with  the 
Clothing  or  Garment  Workers’  Guild. 

We  are  constantly  reminded  that  the  trade 
unionists  are  co-operators  and  the  co-operators 
trade  unionists  ; and  that  the  two  movements 
represent  the  same  people.  The  co-operative 
movement  in  "'England  and  Scotland  has  its 
Own  furniture  warehouses  and  factories ; 
most  large  societies  have  their  own  tailoring 
departments  ; there  are  co-operative  clothing 
factories  to  produce  on  a large  scale,  and 
there  are  co-operative  mills  and  weaving  sheds 
to  produce  all  sorts  of  cloth  for  conversion 
■ipto  clothes.  These  establishments  have  been 
provided  by  the  co-operators  of  the  country — 
most  of  whom  are  trade  unionists — in  order 
to  supply  .themselves  with  best  quality  goods 
at  prices  which  eliminate  both  sweating  and 
profiteering.  The  guilds,  which  comprise  the 
trade  unionist* — most  of  whom,  we  are  told, 
are  co-operators— are  establishing  their  own 
factories  and  entering  into  competition  with 
co-operative  establishments  which  are  very 
probably  carried  on  with  capital  of  which 
trade  unionists'  and  guildsmen  have  contri- 
buted a good  share.  Those  guildsmen  who 
are  also  co-operators  are  therefore  in  the 
position  of  expecting  the  co-operative  societies 
to  get  a full  return  for  their  expenditure  on 
factories  and  machinery,  and  to  keep  the 
workers  fully  employed  at  good  rates  of  wages, 
while  as  guilds  they  equip  factories  to  compete 
with  those  they  and  others  have  already 
established  under  co-operative  auspices.  This 
is  not  all  new,  for  Dr.  Totoinianz  referred  to  it 
at  the  Basie  Congress  in  August  last. 
Appealing  for  Orders. 

1 have,  before  rue.  for  example,  some  litera- 
ture issued  by  the  Furniture  and  Furnishing 
Guild  advertising  its  readiness  to  repair  or 
supply  almost  anv  article  under  the  heading 
“ Furnishings " required  by  householders. 
French  polishing,  upholstering.,  chair  and 
cabinet  making,  bedding  and  curtain 'fitting 
and  fixing  are  among  the  special  lines  sug- 
gested for  householders  : and  all  sorts  of  shop 
and  office  fixtures,  fittings,  and  furniture  are 
also  boomed. 

The  Garment  Workers’  Guild  has  also  been 
urging  trade  unionists,  through  advertisements, 
to  send  the  guild  their  orders. 

Behind  these  enterprises  there  is  a good  deal 
Df  organisation.  The  indust  ial  policy  adopted 
by  the  I.L.P.  at  its  annual  conference  at 
Nottingham  adopts  this  form  of  industrial 
organisation  ; and  the  I.L.P.  is  the  real  driving 
power  behind  the  Labour  Party,  so  that  the 
establishment  of  this  system  throughout  the 
country  runs  a chance  of  becoming  part  of  the 
Labour  Parly's  programme. 

Readers  may  now  perceive,  in  view  of  the 
advertising  of  these  guilds,  why  1 was  anxious 
to  have  the  whole  question  discussed  mi 
Brighton.  It  is  quite  clear  that  co-oporators 
must  face  the  possibilities,  and  the  members 
of  the  guilds  must  do  the  same.  I have 
chatted  with  guildsmen,  and  they  hate 
assured  me  that  there  is  no  conflict  between  the 
guilds  and  the  co-operative  movement.  I 
quite  accept  that  so  far  as  the  hulk  of  the 
guildsmen  go ; but  it  does  not  square  with 


what  some  of  their  publicists  have  written. 
I know,  of  course,  that  the  co-operative 
movement  docs  not  employ  all  the  trade 
unionists  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  cloth- 
ing trades;  but  if  the  trade  unionists— in- 
cluding guildsmen — saw  to  it  that  the  co- 
operutivq,niovement,  which  has  been  the  pace- 
-ninker  for  almost  every  trade  in  the  matter 
of  good  wages  and  conditions,  was  supported 
with  the  trade  of  the  whole  of  those  whose 
standard  of  living  it  has  done  so  lunch. .to 
improve,  the  movement  would  be  employing 
ever  so  many  trade  unionists  whose  present 
employers  are  chiefly  concerned  about  the 
smashing  of  every  workers'  organisation. 

Opposition— Here  or  to  Come. 

I have  seen  a proof  of  a paragraph  which 
appears  in  this  week's  “News’’  relating  to  a 
letter  sent  to  the  C.W.S.  directors  by  the 
Stownuirket  Co-operative  Society  suggesting 
that  the  C.W.S.,  by  non-compliance  with  the 
full  letter  of  the  compulsory  trade  unionism 
resolution,  is  alienating  trade  union  sympathy, 
and  also  indicating  that  this  policy  may  lead 
to  definite  opposHion  to  C.W.S.  productions. 

The  “ definite  opposition  ” has  clearly 
arrived.  The  Guild  .System  is  not  a sudden 
growth  of  yesterday.  It  was  propagated 
before,  and  particularly  during,  the  war. 
Conflict  with  the  co-operative  movement  was 
clearly  recognised  as  a possible  eventuality. 
I do  not  suggest  that  that  was  the  intention 
of  the  promoters  of  the  system ; but  such 
developments  as  the  advertisements  referred 
to  disclose  were  almost  inevitable.  I have  the 
broadest  sympathy  with  every  movement 
calculated  to  take  industrial  control  out  of 
the  hands  of  capitalists.  If  the  co-operative 
movement  had  failed  the  efforts  of  the  Furni- 
ture Guild  and  the  Garment  Workers’  Guild 
tVonld  be  natural ; but  the  capitalists  whom 
the  guildsmen  wish  to  displace  must  rejoice 
at  these  guilds  entering  the  field  to  do  for  the 
workers  what  the  co-operative  movement  is 
already  doing,  and  doing  successfully,  for  the 
same  people;  and  to  do  for  the  capitalists 
what  the  capitalists  cannot  do  for  themselves. 

When  I first  called  attention  to  this  matter 
the  issue  was  of  little  more  than  academic 
interest.  It  is  now  approaching  a crucial 
stage. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  MANAGER 


YESTERDAY— TO-DAY— TO-MORROW. 


BY  C W.  NEW  BOLD.* 


Tire  history  of  the  co-operative  movement 
presents  many  remarkable  and  interesting 
features ; its  development  must  always  be 
one  for  wonder  and  admiration.  The  most 
interesting  study  of  this  development,  to  some 
of  us  at  least,  is  the  influence  and  work  of  the 
large  body  of  men  and  women  who  have  been 
and  remain  responsible  for  its  success. 

One  looks  with*  admiration  upon  the  work 
accomplished  by  men  who  often,  under  great 
pressure,  undertook  the  management  of 
societies  in  the  early  days. 

Some  clay,  perhaps,  a -sympathetic  writer 
will  arise  who  \yill  give-  due  honour  to  the 
mail}’  men  who  have  given  their  brains,  time, 
and  strength  to  this,  great  work.  Surely  we 
may. say  of  them  : — 

But  when  the  going  seemed  all  uphill. 
And  there  was  never  a soul  to  shout ; 
Then  it  was  not  the  pace 
That  won  the  race, 

But  the  heart  that  could  stick  it  out. 

Or  parodying  Emcraon  : — 

They  budded  better  than  they.  knew. 

Their  giant  stores  to  things  of  beauty  grew. 

The  Manager  of  To-day. 

Of  the  co-operative  manager  of  to-day  more 
is  expec  ted  than  even  a few  years  ago.  The 
successful  management  of  a co-operative  busi- 
ness is  becoming  a science  demanding  among 
other  qualifications  : — - . 

1.  Organising  ability  of  a very  high  level, 

with  a mind  large  enough  to  grasp  its 
essential  features,  broad  enough  to 
take  a comprehensive  view  of  the 
whole,  and  sufficient  insight  to  recog- 
nise that  small  things  are  important 
and  have  a deterring  effect  on  the 
success  or  otherwise  of  your  business. 

2.  Courage  enough  to  take  the  straight 

course  even  if  by  so  doing  you  are 
temporarily  getting  a setback,  always 
remembering  that  the  first  duty  of  a 
manager  is  to  so  act  that  nothing  he 
does  will  jeopardise  in  any  way  the 
hard-earned  savings  that  form 
societies’  capital.  Our  motto  should 
always  be  “ Safety  First.”  It  re-" 
quires,  ae  I said,  courage,  because 
we  have  so  many  short-sighted  people 
among  us  and1  so  many  conflicting 
interests.  The  long-range  look  at  life 
will  inevitably  prove  it  to  be  a mis- 
take to  estimate  the  future  by  present 
trouble ; the  dark  clouds  may  shut 
out  the  sun  to-day,  but  it  will  break 
through  to-morrow. 
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SONGS  OF  THE  SUH/AER 
WINDS.  
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7 come  from  the  North  with  its  woods  and  its  mounluim 
Uprearing  their  peals  to  the  glad  summer  sly. 

Defying  its  radiance  as  heretofore  seeming  ; 

Defiance  they  hurled  as  the  north  wind  roared  by. 

We'll  shelter  our  lakes  and  our  tarns  from  the  sunbeams 
Our  bleak  sides  trill  cover  with  bright  summer  green. 

And  take  to  ourselves  the  sweet  scents  of  the  .season  ; 

Shed  aspects  forbidding  and  hail  Summer  Queen.  " 


1 come  from  the  South  and  I bring  you  grnxl  tidings 
Of  sweet  summers  advent  with  gestures  so  fair. 

Her  lap  brimming  over  with  many  hard  treasure 
Her  vassals  art  laden  with  beauty  so  rive. 

The  buttercup  meadows  are  knee,  deep  in  splendour 
lint  soon  will  lie  soothed  in  rich  garlands  of  hay. 
Which  glad  men  and  maidens  will  toss  in  the  sunshine 
Rejoicing  with  joy  in  the  glad  summer  day. 


8> 
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1 come  from  the  Dust,  from  its  fresh  open  spaces, 

I bring  yon  the  scent  of  u myriad  flowers. 

A message  of  gladnes.*  from  swift  flowing  waters, 
AH  leaping  and  singing  through  joy-laden  hours. 
While  gay  little  childre  n renew  the  glad  wonder 
Of  sand  east  I-  building,  the  fmim-crtsRd  leave 
Leaps  playfully  over  each  slender  erection 
To  search  through  the  eerie  and  storm-beaten  Ca re. 


l come  from  the  li  >. 
All  flaunting  with  It 
Its  old-fashioned  to s 
With 


rith 


its  gay  cottage  gardens 
of  evry  known  hue. 
t williams,  and  gillie i 


Enthusiasm.  This  is  a necessary  , r 
float  ion  for  any  individual  who 
1 6 be  successful:  it  U, 
indispensable  in  the 
manager.  Attention  to  dct.nl,  ia.l 
severance  and  hard  work  will  lu  |p  t, 


win  success  ; hut  th 
of  successful  bu>im 


nfo 


[>UKU 


''•ding,  thd 

energetic  endeavour  wit[i  >tu)mT. Lom- 
ond confidence,  will  certainly  > : 


it. 


In  connection  with  the  business  oortfriviu 
I desire  to  enter  an  rniphajio  profest  agm 
a large  number  of  committees,  in  the  \., 
and  North-Western  Sections  Iasi  \,,u-, 
pointing  members  of  the  general  .ominit 
only  to  attend  these  gatherings,  rntii 


ignoring  the  men  and  women  for  whom  ' 
meetings  were  arranged.  It  is  probable  ll 
it  is  the  same  individuals  who  complain  m 
bitterly  if  their  liiaimgera  and  officials  nre  i 
fully  alive  to  the  needs  of  the  times,  and  exp 
them  to  have  all  the  knowledge  and  ahil 
necessary  for  the  proper  discharge  of  th 
duties,  and  yet  deny  them  one  of  the  npp 
tunities  provided  for  the  acquirement  of  that 
knowledge  and  experience.  Further,  I -honk 
like  to  point  out  these  meetings  arc  urruugeJ 
at  considerable  expense  to  the  (Vi-operatic 
Union,  English  and  Scottish  Oo-opcmtivi 
Wholesale  Societies,  Cooperative  Si-notaries’ 
Association,  Co-operative  Productive  Fedi-ra 
tion,  and  the  National  Co-operative  Munngn 
Association.  I therefore  make  a strong 
appeal  to  members  of  management  commit  Uv 
to  give  the  mat  ter  very  careful  and  sympathetii 
consideration  this  year,  so  that  all  the  meeting 
may  lie  fully  represented  by  ninnagers  nml 
officials. 


L-  tO  Olll 


What  of  To-morrow? 

If  more  is  cxpcctrd  of  us  to-day  than  ill  th 
past,  what  of  to-morrow  7 

Ready-made  success  is  not  Banded  out  to  u 
in  the  some  way  as  n suit  of  clothes:  it  l\n- 
to  be  planned  anti  Worked  for.  A co-oporm  I 
business  can  only  be  built  up  by  a cjose  atinly 
of  facts.  So  rule  of  thumb  <>r  guys*  a>"  It  , I 
do;  we  must  operate  from  known  tu".-. 
Certain  standards  of  efficiency  have  been  ■< 
up  by  the  commercial  woild  generally,  and  i 
so  far  ns  we  fall  short  of  those  standards  ad 
shall  fail  in  giving  the  best  service  to  one 
members,  and  it  is  our  first  duty  to  give 
members  the  utmost  satisfaction. 

The  co-operative  store  of  tomorrow  will 
have  to  be  Something  very  different  to  Unit  < 
the  past.  I predict  it  will  be  smarter  and 
better  equipped  in  every  sexrtion  arid  ns  ( “• 
cicnt  as  our  competitors  of  the  higher  (typr. 
The  prospect  shows  what  will  by  ex  pis. ted  "f 
its  managers. 

There  will  he  no  " cuidiy  job  " . \w.  shall 
have  to  meet  the  hard  things  yf  life  fun 
face;  we  shnll  require  to  be  ardent,  /«nloun, 
and  enterprising,  eager  to  gra  p <-ur  ‘capou- 
8ibility.  in  short — to  lie  the  dynamic  ir- 
respective societies. 

In  thinking  of  thp  eq-cqx  native  manage 
to-morrow  one  naturally  ""nib  • "hut 
our  Managers’  Association  will  play  i"  his  life, 
Let  me  appeal  to  every  manager  in  the  irnr 
nient  to  join  our  oigaui-ntion  and  i.da  a U*  < il 
interest  in  its  work.  By  -f>  dying  lie  will 
a long  way  towards  the  attainment  df  that 
»i 

his  (fifties.  On  the  other  hand.  I would  remind 
those  who  hold  aloof,  that,  they  will  be  |- 
sonally  less  potent,  and 'the  organisation  I 
weakened. 


ial  uddri— 


SUGAR  SUBSIDY. 


PA  R LI  A M E NT  A K Y COM  Ml  IT  EES 
ACTION. 
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REDUCED  interest 

rate  RECOMMENDED. 

C.H'.S.  DIRECTORS'  PROPOSAL. 

PAST  QUARTER'S  trading 

RESULTS. 

jiff  effects  of  tlie  trade  slump  and  tlie 
lowered  purchasing  po-wer  of  co-operators 
are  .iR.iin  reflected  in  tire  sales  of  the  Wliole- 
M|e  Society  for  the  past  quarter.  'I  he 
ulej  for  the  thirteen  weeks  ended  March 
ojtli  total  £15,452,282,  a decrease  of 
^-^39)275,  or  273  per  cent.,  compared  with 
jJ  corresponding  period.  Supplies  from 
the  productive  works  during  the  period 
amount  to  £5,057,237,  a decrease  of 
£2,509,821,  or  33]  per  cent. 

jlie  turnover' in  the  banking  department 
al>0  shows  a reduction,  the  deposits  and 
fiilidrawals  during  the  thirteen  weeks  hav- 
ing amounted  to  £126,176,040,  as  compared 
,j(|i  £154,415,853  in  the  corresponding 
period,  a decrease  of  *181  per  cent.  The 
number  of  current  accounts  is  as  follows : — 
Co-operative  societies,  1,025;  trade  unions 
juJ  friendly  societies,  7,426;  clubs  and  ether 
mutual  organisations,  2,606;  individuals, 
«(J37.  There  are' sixty-eight  distributive 
pieties  "ot  banking  with  the  C.W.S. 

Tlie  three  distributive  centres  show  the 
following  decreases  : —Manchester,  25]  per 
rent.;  Newcastle,  36g  per  cent.  ; London:  25$ 
per  rent. 

The  joint  tea  department  shows  a decrease 
j weight  of  987,939lbs.,  on  total  supplies 
of  U,409.3041bs.  ; whilst  theye  is  an  increase 
in  tlie  average  weight  of  cocoa  and  chocolate 
supplies  of  220ewts.  pec  week.  The  majority 
of  the  remaining  productive  worlds,. report 
decreases  in  supplies;  but  in  many  in- 
stances, although  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
might  supplied,  the  money  value  shows  a 
fall. 

The  C'.W.S.  Employees’  Thrift  Fund  con- 
tinues to  grow,  and  at  the  end  uf  December, 
1921,  the  balance  standing  to  the  credit  of 
tlie  20.91D  members  was  £862,120. 

Interect  at  5 Per  Cent, 

The  most  important  proposal  on  the 
anemia  is  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee " that  the  rate  of  interest  on  share 
capital  be  reduced  from  £6  per  cent,  per 
IDiiiim  to  £5  per  cent,  per  annum." 

In  support  of  their  suggestion  the  direc- 
tors say ; *•  At  the  quarterly  meetings  held 
iu  January,  1920,  the  rule  in  regard  io  share 
interest  was  altered  to  allow  of  the  rate 
wing  increased  to  6 per  cent.,  and  that  fate 
WMdopted  commencing  with  the  following 
Mif-yenr.  At  that  time,  owing  to  the  boom 
in  trade,  our  financial  requirements  were 
Tory  considerable.  Very  attractive  r ites 
"ere  being  offered  outside  the  movement, 
and_ in  April,  1920,  the  bank  rate  went  up 
I0  ' I**  cent.  The  Jump  in  trade,  which 
'"s  •s‘.ll«‘  taken  place,  has  entirely  altered 
•lie  hiinncial  position;  money  has  been 
released  from  trade  and  large  sums  are 
Jiug  on  deposit  in  the  banks.  The  Gower n- 
®e"t  win  obtain  money  cn  Treasury  Bills  at 
, },lan  -J  per  cent.,  whilst  the  bank  rate 
tWsdioppxl  to  4 per  cent." 

.J  , . Guildford  Society’s  resolution  lerom- 
Pn',mS  that  the  quarterly  meetings  should 
mmence  at  10-30  a. m.  instead  of  in  the 
•tejuoon  (adjourned  from  last  Quarterly 
,'V‘H  np'hl  come  forward;  whilst 
.I.  Q-Val  Arv?nal  Society  propose  that  a 
'I  system  of  voting  should  be  instituted 
1 pure  business  meetings. 


By  Appointment. 

Get  Ideal  Milk  and 
avoid  Sour  Milk  this 
Summer  ! 

IDEAL  MILK”  is  all 
Mills ; but  all  Milks  are  not 
ideal. 

Imitations  never  satisfy ; 


demand  always 


(( 


I) 


IDEAL 

(the  everyday  milk) 


•So/d  at  all  Co-operative  Stores, 
and  packed  by 

^ NESTLE'S, 

WSTCHEAP.  LONDON',  E.C.3. 


A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  I-.C.C. 


Margarine  Losses. 

The  two  great  Dutch  margarine  manu- 
facturers are  Van  den  Berghs  and  Jurgens. 
Up  to  last  year,  the  latter  concern  had  done 
remarkably'  well,  its  profits  having  increased 
from  3,000,000  florins  in  1913  to  over  14,000,000 
in  1920  (11]  florins  now  equal  £1),  and, divi- 
dends since  1910  vary  from  15  to  25  per  cent, 
on  the  ordinary  shares  ; whilst  the  6 per  cent, 
preference  shares  received  additional  divi- 
dends of  from  1]  to  3 per  cent.  The  mother 
company  has  a total  capital  of  116,000,000 
florins  or  nearly  £10,000,000,  so  it  is  no  small 
affair.  In  1921,  the  heavy  fall  in  the  value 
of  raw  materials  and  the  state  of  the  foreign 
exchanges  brought  about  a heavy  loss,  and  no 
dividend  was  paid  on  the  ordinary  shares. 
Now  the  company  is  issuing  debentures  in 
Holland,  and  has  had  to  mortgage  a goodly 
proportion  of  its  assets  as  security,  a practice 
that  is  not  common  in  Holland,  although 
generally  adopted  in  this  country.  The  British 
public  are  interested  as  investors  in  the  com- 
pany, in  as  much  as  £700,000  of  6 per  cent, 
preference  shares  were  placed  in  this  country 
in  191-4.  The  difficulties  encountered  by  this 
great  Dutch  company  as  well  as  by  the  great 
Swiss  concern  of  Nestl6’s,  to  mention  merely 
a couple  of  international  concerns,  show  how 
’universal  has  been  the  depression  in  the  food 
industry  throughout. the  world. 

Van  den  Berghs. 

This  is  the  second  big  Dutch  margarine 
company,  with  subsidiaries  everywhere.  In 
its  report  the  board  says  that  it  considers  the 
company  to  have  passed  the  crisis.  Out  of  the 
1920  profits  it  had  carried  forward  2,400,000 
florins  (a  little  over  £200,000)  as  a reserve 
against  the  fall  in  raw  materials  since  the  end 
of  the  financial  year ; but  when  the  fall  came, 
prices  went  down  50  per  cent,  and  more  (they 
mean  wholesale  prices,  of  course),  not  only  for 
margarine  but  also  for  condensed  milk,  in 
which  the  company  is  largely  interested.  The 
profit  for  the  financial  year  recently  ended  is 
only  800,000  florins,  or  about  £75,000 — not 
much  for  a company  with  a debenture  and 
share  capital  of  something  like  80,000,000 
florins,  or  nearly  £7,000,000.  There  appears 
to  be  a tendency  in  all  countries  to  make  last 
year’s  results  as  bad  as  possible,  the  idea  being 
to  be  done  with  the  bad  times  once  and  for  all, 
by  making  the  losses  appear  as  heavy  as  pos- 
sible, and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  in 
many  cases  this  assists  a company’s  financial 
position  by  enabling  it  to  recover  income  tax 
and  excess  profits  duty. 

A Cotton  Famine? 

One  is  accustomed  to  scares  under  the  above 
heading,  as  it  suits  the  book  of  speculators  to 


create  uncertainty,  but  it  appears  to  be  a fact 
that  the  results  of  the  present  year’s  American 
cotton  crop  will  be  of  the  utmost  importance, 
for  last  year’s  crop  was  a failure,  yielding  only 
about  eight  million  bales,  and  the  world  bad 
to  draw  very  largely  upon  its  surplus  stocks. 
The  general  view  seems  to  be  that  unless  the 
new  crop  yields  twelve  or  thirteen  million 
bales,  famine  conditions  are  likely  to  prevail, 
with  inflated  prices  until  the  summer  of  1923. 
The  Washington  Department  of  Agriculture 
has  issued  its  first  report  on  the  condition  of 
the  crop,  which  is  3- 6 per  cent,  better  than 
last  year,  but  still  5 per  cent,  below  the  average 
at  this  time  of  the  year  for  the  last  ten  years. 
The  wide  fluctuations  in  the  cost  of  cotton 
during  the  past  few  years  will  be  realised  when 
it  is  stated-  that  the  average  quotation  for 
1913  was  7d.  per  lb.  ; at  the  end  of  1919, 
2s.  3d.  per  lb.  ; at  the  end  of  June,  1921,  7}d. 
per  lb.  ; at  the  end  of  September,  1921,  Is. 
3}d.  per  lb.  ; at  the  end  of  December,  1921, 
11*  71d.  per  lb.  ; whilst  it  is  now  about  Is.  Id. 
per  lb.  It  will  be  seen  that  successful  specu- 
lation in  the  purchase  of  raw  cotton  is  of  more 
importance  to  the  manufacturer  than  good 
workmanship  ; which  is  not  as  it  should  be. 

Rubber  and  Tin. 

A Government  Committee  has  reported 
regarding  the  present  difficult  state  of  the 
rubber  producing  industry,  and  recommends 
restriction  of  production  by  means  of  an  export 
duty  on  all  rubber  shipped  over  a certain 
amount.  This  proposal  is  on  similar  lines  to 
the  coffee  valorisation  scheme,  whereby  the 
Brazilian  Government  has  on  two  or  three 
occasions  been  able  to  rescue  the  coffee  planting 
industry  from  failure ; but  whereas  Brazil 
produces  far  and  away  the  greatest  amount 
of  coffee,  rubber  production  is  divided  between 
the  Federated  Malay  States,  the  Dutch  Indies, 
Ceylon  and  India,  and  without  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Dutch  Government  and  the  Dutch 
planting  interests,  no  such  scheme  is  likely  to 
be  successful,  Negotiations  are  iu  progress, 
and  it  is  just  possible  that  something  may  be 
done,  for  although  some  of  the  Dutch  planters 
were  of  opinion  that  they  could  produce  rubber 
more  cheaply  than  any  one  else,  and  therefore 
could  regard  with  equanimity  the  ruin  of 
competitors,  they  have  learned  with  surprise, 
I understand,  that  some  important  properties 
in  Malaysia  can  produce  rubber  more  cheaply 
than  any  in  Java  and  Sumatra.  The  Dutch 
and  Malay  Governments  have  had  no  difficulty 
in  co-operating  to  keep  up  the  price  of  tin, 
for  they  hold  large  stocks  and  have  stated  that 
they  will  not  sell  them  below  a price  much 
higher  than  the  present  quotation.  In  con- 
nection with  that  commodity  a scheme  is 
before  the  Governments  to  suspend  production 
for  one  year. 


POLITICS  AND  TAXATION 

A QUESTIONIN’  PARLIAMENT. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday  last 
week  Colonel  Newman  asked  tlie  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Co-operative  Society 
applies  a proportion  of  its  funds  for  political 
pin  puses  and  to  the  finance  of  Parliamentary 
candidates;  and  whether  he  is  now  prepared 
favourably  to  consider  an  amendment  of  the 
law  to  provide  that  co-operative  societies 
shall  be  placed  on  an  equitable  basis  with 
other  trading  concerns  as  regards  liability 
for  income  tax  ? 

Sir  R.  Horne:  I have  no  information  on 
the  statement  contained  in  the  lust  part  of 
my  lion,  and  gallant  friend’s  question.  As 
regards  the  second  part,  I would  refer  inm 
io  the  reply  given  on  May  22nd  to  my  lion, 
and  gallant  friend  the  Member  tor  Bromley. 

The  reply  Sir  R.  Horne  referred  to  was 
given  by  Mr.  Young,  and  was  as  follows: — 

Co-operative  societies  are  not  exempt  from 
income  tax.  As  is  evidenced  by  tlie  Report 
o*'  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Income  Tax, 
the  duty  paid  by  them  and  by  their  members 
under  the  legal  provisions  which  govern 
their  case  does  hot  greatly  differ  from  that 
which  would  be  payable  under  Geneial 
Income-Tax  Law,  unless  I am  to  understand 
my  bon.  and  gallant  friend  os  arguing  that 
the  general  law  should  be  amended  so  as  to 
charge  any  surplus  arising  from  mutual 
transactions.  I nave  not  power  to  ascertain 
what  profits  would  have  I seen  assessable 
upon  thee?  particular  societies  and  what  tax 
would  have  been  paid  in  circumstances  which 
are  hypothetical. 


TRADE  BOARDS. 

PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE'S 
ACTION. 

In  tlie  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday 
last  week,  Sir  John  Butcher  asked  the 
Minister  of  Labour  whether  he  has  con- 
sidered the  recommendation  of  Lord  Cave's 
Committee  as  to  Trade  Boards,  and  whether 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  removing  the 
present  conditions  of  uncertainty  lie  will  at 
an  early  date  introduce  legislation  on  the 
subject  ? 

Sir  M.  Barlow:  My  right  boa.  friend  has 
already  said,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Airuley  (Lieutenant-Colonel 
James)  tliat  lie  hopes  it  may  be  possible  to 
proceed  during  the  present  session  with  tlie 
Bill  now  in  course  of  preparation  dealing 
with  the  important  recommendation  of  the 
Cave  Committee.  As  tliat  course  will 
necessarily  involve  some  delay,  and  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  a number  of  impor- 
tant matters  have  been  held  in  abeyance 
pending  the  report  of  the  committee,  my 
right  hon.  friend  is  carefully  considering  at 
the  moment  whether  h?  should  not  forthwith 
put  into  operation  midcr  the  powers  already- 
bestowed  upon  him  by  the  existing  Acts, 
such  administrative  changes  as  the  unani- 
mous report  of  the  Cave  Committee  com- 
mended to  him  as  desirable. 

In  view  of  this  reply  the  Parli  unentary 
Committee  have  asked  tlie  Minister  of 
Labour  to  receive  a deputation  before  mak- 
ing any  administrative  changes  on  the  lines 
of  the  Government  Committee’s  report. 


GUILD  CONGRESS  AT 

PORTSMOUTH. 

CIVIC  RECEPTION  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

interesting;  SPEECHES. 

(From  Our  Own  C’orrbsponhknt.] 

Thf.  grand  flight  of  stone  steps  to  the 
magnificent  Town  Hall  at  Portsmouth  was 
a ivc  with  delegates  well  before  seven  on 
Monday  evening,  Juno  19th,  the  hour  lor 
tlie  civic  welcome  to  the  Women’s  Guild 
Congress.  And  inside,  what  n brilliant 
setting  to  the  great  body  of  our  women 
folk,  themselves  arrayed  in  the  bright 
colours  symbolical  of  summer  and  holiday, 
for  besides  the  riot  of  royal  blue,  kinglv 
scarlet,  and  verdant  green  of  the  nian'v 
Guild  banners  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
there  was  the  luxurious  gold  crowning  the 
stately  Corinthian  columns,  and  also  tlie 
brilliance  of  the  collection  of  fine  oil 
paintings  of  Queen  Victoria.  King  Edward 
\ IF.,  King  George  V..  Inird  Roberts,  and 
other  famous  generals,  a host  of  mnvors  iu 
fur  be-limned  official  robes  of  red  and  blue, 
and  less  in  size  but  not  in  fame,  Charles 
Dickens,  the  evergreen  novelist  of  the 
whole  civilised  world,  and  of  Sir  Walter 
Besant.  another  Victorian  novelist  of  great 
popularity,  with  local  associations. 

The  great  organ  peeled  forth  its  volu- 
minous notes  in  splendid  harmony  as  the 
delegated  assembled,  among  the  compilin' 
being  Mr.  Henry  Elsey,  a retired  C'.W.S. 
director;  and  after  the  vigorous  singing  of 
Edward  Carpenter’s  democratic  anthem, 
‘‘  England,  Arise."  the  reception  ceremo- 
nial began. 

Introduction  to  Portsmouth. 

First,  Mr.  Roper  (president  of  the  Port- 
sea  Island  Society),  in  his  address  of 
welcome,'  gave  an  admirable  introduction 
to  Portsmouth,  which,  to  many  -people,, 
was  famous  solely  jus  England's  premier 
naval  port,  but  to  the  inhabitants  it  repre- 
sented more  than  this.  The  greatest 
English  novelist,  Charles  Dickens,  wins 
born  in  Portsmouth,  and  if  tlie  town 
possessed  no  other  jewel  in  its  crown  it 
might  well  he  satisfied  in  claiming  him  as 
a native.  Another  great  novelist,  George 
Meredith,  was  horn  there, -'While  Sir  Arthur 
C’onan  Doyle  spent  part  of  his  life  in  Elm- 
road.  H.  G.  Wells  served  as  a youth  in 
a draper's  shop  in  King's-road,  and  immor- 
talised his  experience  there  in  his  book, 
" Kipps."  Rudyard  Kipling  hud  also 
resided  in  the  port  town.  Nelson.  t|ie  idol 
of  old  Portsmouth,  set  sail  from  there  on 
his  last  journey.  Many  other  admirals  uf 
the  Georgian  times  were  nil  associated 
with  the  history  of  Portsmouth. 

Local  Society's  Activities. 

A sympathetic  reference  to  the  part 
played  by  the  men  of  tlie  port  in  the  war, 
and  to  the  great  unemployment  at  tin- 
dockyards,  and  then  Mr.  Roper  passed  on 
to  speak  of  the  Portsea  Island  Society's 
splendid  activities,  including  the  running 
of  a great  farm  enterprise  by  which  they 
hoped  to  do  something  to  make  the  lives 
of  the  agricultural  labourers  better  than 
they  have  been  in  the  past.  (Applause.) 
When  the  Co-operative  Union  Congress 
came  to  Portsmouth  in  1912  the  society 
had  10,000  members ; to-dav  they  bad 
22,000.  (Loud  applause.)  Branch  shops 
were  established  as  far  distant  as  Bognor 
and  Petersfield.  The  society  was  suffer-* 
ing  from  the  present  trade  depression,  but 
the  directors  realised  that  a tune  of  stress 
was  not  a time  for  despondency;  and  ho 
gave  as  a motto  for  the  Congress:  " Hopo 
and  courage.” 

War  and  Waste. 

The  Mayor  (Alderman  A.  E.  Porter), 
wearing  his  chain  of  office,  was  introduced 
as  a man  harassed,  but  undaunted  and 
unafraid.  He  was  accompanied  by  the 
Mayoress.  Any  congress,  lie  said,  the  town 
was  happy  to  welcome  in  their  midst. 
Sneaking  of  tlie  times  of  stress  and  unem- 
ployment in  the  town,  lie  remarked:  " We 
in  Portsmouth  live  on  war  and  war  scares. 
If  the  call  for  disarmament  comes  the 
dockyard  naturally  will  suffer.  We  shall 
have  to  suffer,  the  lesser  lor  the  greater, 
because  one  and  all  must  admit  that  money 
spent  on  war  destruction  is  money  wasted  ” 
— a sentiment  which  our  women  appla tided 
to  the  echo. 

The  President  of  the  Guild  (Mrs.  Dews- 
bury), after  indulging  in  reminiscence*  of 
her  previous  visit  to  Portsmouth  yearn 
ago,  presented  the  Mayor  with  a copy  iff  a 
Guild  hook  on  maternity  questions,  which 
showed  that  the  Guild  was  not  u more 
talking  machine,  but  had  done  some  valu- 
able work  for  maternity,  infant  welfare, 
and  kindred  subjects. 

A welcome  was  well  spoken  by  Mrs. 
Sketch  on  behalf  of  the  eleven  branches  of 
the  Portsea  Island  Guild.  It  was  an  eye- 
opener.  she  rmid,  .to  see  the  enormous 
strength  of  their  cause  as  represented  in 
that  ball.  Tlie  Women’s  Guild  was  the 
largest  group  of  organised  women  in  the 
whole  world,  and  comprised  ‘ ' 50,000  of  the 
very  best  women  in  England."  Wc  on- 
going through  times  of  trouble,  but  even 
if  we  are  under  a cloud,  “ let’s  be  true 
Britons.” 

Every  delegate  did  full  justice  to  tho 
“ interval  for  conversation,”  an  innovation 
in  the  programme.  nnd  lifter  -»«'  '".V  n 
concert  party,  thanks  to  all  concerned, 
spoken  bv  Mrs.  Dewsbury,  and  seconded 
bv  Mrs.  Layton,  rounded  off  the  pro- 


[Reports  of  Congress  proceedings  are  given 
on  succeeding  pages.] 
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“A  FULLER  AND  BETTER  LIFE  FOR  ALL.” 


AIM  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 

MOVEMENT. 


OPENING  OF  THE  GUILD  CONGRESS. 


WOMAN’S  VOTE. 


FRANCHISE  RESPONSIBILITY  NO  SMALL  THING. 


NATIONAL  MATTERS  DISCUSSED. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 


Town  Hall,  Tuesday. 

Free  women — yes,  and  men — 

To  fellowship  we  call. 

All  Monday  puffing  trains  were  busily 
disgorging  their  human  loads.  The 
Women’s  Co-operative  Guild  had  conie 
to  Portsmouth.  From  far  and  near 
keenly-expectant  delegates  had  jour- 
neyed, and  before  6-30  on  the  Monday 
evening  the  Town  Hall,  the  rendezvous 
of  Congress,  was  besieged  with  queues  of 
patient  guildswomen  awaiting  their 
chance  of  entrance. 

The  magnificent  hall,  in  which  all  the 
deliberations  are  taking  place,  is  dim 
and  cool.  Banners  of  all  colours,  sizes, 
and  shapes  gracefully  cover  the  balcony. 
On  Monday  evening  the  dim  light  of  the 
hall  was  illuminated  by  the  soft  radiance 
of  the  evening  sunshine.  Friend  met 
friend  with  that  slow,  firm  handshake 
which  denotes  the  greeting  of  spirits 
aflame  with  the  same  object.  Presently 
there  broke  out  the  mighty,  slow,  throb- 
bing tones  of  the  great  organ  handled  by 
a masterly  mind.  Thus  was  heralded 
the  English  Guild  Congress  of  1922. 

It  is  peculiarly  fitting  that  such  a 
gathering  should  take  place  in  the  Town 
Hall  of  Portsmouth.  All  round  the 
stately  walls  are  regal  portraits  of  kings, 
queens,  and  former  mayors,  who  seem  to 
look  with  gracious  benevolence  on  the 
Mothers’  Parliament  composed  of  simple, 
homely  women.  And  what  a welcome 
Portsmouth  gave ! The  Mayor  and 
Mayoress,  wearing  their  chains  of  office, 
graced  the  platform , and  from  the  Mayor 
was  accepted  a civic  welcome  bountiful 
in  dignity  and  warmth.  Mr.  Roper,  the 
president  of  the  Portsea  Island  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  also  welcomed  Congress  in 
a speech  full  of  wisdom  and  encourage- 
ment. 

Portsmouth  boasts  many  great  men, 
but  perhaps  the  greatest  and  best -known 
to  co-operative  women  isCharlesDickens. 
With  him  Congress  has  much  in  com- 
mon. Suffering  humanity  was  his  affair, 
and  concerns  the  members  of  the 
Women’s  Co-operative  Guild. 

The  graceful,  warm-hearted  welcome 
of  Mrs.  Sketch  (president  of  the  Portsea 
Island  Women’s  Guild)  found  a happy 
response  in  many  hearts.  With  great 
cordiality  she  welcomed  the  delegates, 
and  made  Congress  realise  that  no  matter 
how  great  the  distance  separating  branch 
from  branch,  there  is  a common  bond 
uniting  all. 

Throughout,  Congress  has  been  re- 
inspired with  the  spirit  of  the  ever-green 
potentiality  of  co-operation,  with  its 
power  to  remedy  most  existing  evils. 
Mrs.  Dewsbury,  in  her  address,  reminded 
the  delegates  that  the  trade  side  of  our 
movement  is  slowly  and  surely  making 
an  impression  in  the  trading  world.  With 
resolute  foresight  she  emphasised  the 
need  for  peculiar  care  for  the  young  of 
the  movement,  and  in  touching  words 
said  that  every  co-operative  home  should 
be  a miniature  Comrades’  Circle  where 
sendee  and  sacrifice  should  be  the  com- 
mon trend  of  all,  while  her  plea  for  the 
younger  women  who  are  entering  the 
Guild  was  timely  and  justified. 

But  no  presidential  address  coming  at 
this  particular  Congress  could  have  been 
complete  without  a wholehearted  tribute 
to  Miss  LI.  Davies  and  Miss  Lilian  Harris, 
and  Mrs.  Dewsbury  paid  this  tribute  to 
two  whose  lives  down  the  road  of  co- 
operative time  null  ever  be  a living 
inspiration. 

Reference  to  international  work,  and 
the  reception  of  the  Scottish,  Irish, 


Swedish,  Norwegian,  and  American  dele- 
gates— not  forgetting  our  own  repre- 
sentatives from  the  C.W.S.,  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union,  and  the  National  Publishing 
Society — brought  sympathetic  responses 
from  all  over  the  hall.  The  mother  heart 
of  the  assembled  women  beat  in  unison 
with  the  mother  hearts  in  far-off  lands. 
Then  Miss  Enfield  and  Mrs.  Barton,  the 
new  general  and  assistant  secretaries, 
were  singled  out  for  a warm  welcome  in 
their  new  offices,  and,  curiously  enough, 
when  Miss  Enfield  rose  to  reply  a brilliant 
ray  of  sunshine  entered  the  hall  and 
enveloped  her  in  its  warmth  and  radiance. 

It  has  been  truly  realised  during  the 
opening  of  this  year’s  Congress  at  Ports- 
mouth that  we  stand 

Between  two  worlds, 

One  dead,  the  other  powerless  to  be  born, 

unless  co-operation  leads  the  way. 

Who  Were  There. 

At  this  year's  Portsmouth  Congress  there 
have  been  C39  delegates,  representing  567 
branches ; twenty-six  delegates,  representing 
twenty-six  districts ; fifteen  delegates,  repre- 
senting eight  sections ; and  eight  Central 
Committee  members — a total  of  688. 

Among  the  fraternal  delegates  were : — 
Scottish  Co-operative  Women’s  Guild — Mis. 
Lowe  and  Mrs.  Robertson  ; Irish  Co-operative 
Women’s  Guild — Mrs.  M’Coubrey  ; Norwegian 
Women’s  Guild — Miss  Garfjeld  ; Swedish 
Women’s  Guild — Miss  Jonson  (secretary)  and 
Mrs.  Wisborg  (president);  Standing' Joint 
Committee  of  Industrial  Women's  Organisa- 
tions— Miss  Saward  ; Co-operative  Union — 
Mrs.  Gasson  ; Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
— Mr.  Wilkins ; National  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society — Mr.  Rigby  ; National  Men’s 
Guild — Mr.  Gibbins  ; while  the  special  repre- 
sentatives included  : — Co-operative  Party — 
Mr.  M'Giff ; Co-operative  Productive  Federa- 
tion— Mr.  Worley  ; Centrosoyus— Mr.  Kerran  ; 
Co-operative  League  of  America — Mrs. 
Bromley  ; Belgian  Co-operative  Movement — 
Mdlle.  C'oulon.  From  the  Government  De- 
partments came  Miss  Tait  (Ministry  of  Labour) 
and  Miss  Otter  (National  Health'  Insurance). 
The  following  were  among  the  visitors : — Miss 
Collett.  Dr.  Sen,  Miss  Morton,  Mr.  Hibbcrd, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lacy,  Mrs.  Whetton,  Mrs.  C'olpus, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris,  Mr.  Gibson,  Miss  O’Shea, 
Mr.  Guy,  Councillor  Post,  Mr.  Elsey,  Councillor 
Rice,  Councillor  Rook,  Captain  Wright,  Coun- 
cillor Gourd,  Councillor  Bone,  Councillor  Hams, 
and  Mrs.  Durman.  The  presidents  and  sec- 
retaries of  the  following  societies  also  attended: 
— Ashford,  New  Swindon,  South  Suburban, 
Reading,  Dartford,  Weymouth,  Banbury, 
Southampton,  Dover,  Brighton,  Rochester, 
Parkstone  and  Bournemouth,  and  Ringwood. 


PRESIDENTS  ADDRESS. 


Mrs.  Dewsbury  rose  to  deliver  her  address 
to  the  Portsmouth  Women’s  Guild  Congress 
punctually  at  10  o’clock.  On  rising  she  was 
loudly  cheered,  and  speaking  in  clear 
accents,  she  was  heard  in  every  part  of  the 
magnificent  hall. 

After  referring  to  the  glorious  summer  of 
brilliant  blossom  and  sunshine,  and  the  un- 
paralleled gloom  and  depression  in  the  in- 
dustrial world,  she  said  : 

Some  of  you  come  from  homes  where  the 
wage-earner  has  been  unemploved  for 
mouths,  and  where  idleness,  once  deemed  a 
disgrace,  has  been  enforced  because  of  the 
conditions  that  govern  the  world  of  trade 
and  commerce;  yet  you  have  come  together 
in  the  spirit  of  hope  and  full  of  enthusiasm, 
because  you  see  m our  co-operative  move- 
ment a remedy  for  some  of  the  evils  from 
which  you  are  suffering. 

The  co-operative  movement  to  you  is  a 
meaus  to  an  end.  and  that  end  is  a fuller, 
better,  freer  life  for  all.  where  contented 
people  live  in  concord  with  other  nations, 
because  peace  and  co-operation  have  taken 
the  place  of  strife  and  competition. 

By  the  making  of  goods  for  ourselves  in 
well-equipped  factories  and  workshops,  by 
the  loyal  purchase  of  those  goods,  and  by  a 
use  of  the  surplus  thus  created,  we  are 
slowly  but  surely  changing  the  whole  <imdi- 
tions  of  industry,  and. 

the  women  have  the  greatest  power  to 
effect  this  change,  for  they  create  the 
greatest  demand  for  the  goods. 


The  ideals  of  the  far-seeing  Rochdale 
Pioneers  are  not  yet  reached,  though  the 
movement  has  attained  more  size  aud  in- 
fluence than,  those  honest-  men  ever 
dreamed.  What  we  must  ask  ourselves  is: 
Is  there  a danger  of  our  success  making  us 
forget  that  which  we  are  really  striving  for? 
Our  ultimate  aim  is  not  to  be  a successful 
distributing  agency,  unless  we  distribute 
wholly  goods  that  are  manufactured  or  pro- 
duced under  a non-profit-making  system. 
To  be  successful,  and  yet  to  leave  our  lives 
controlled  on  every  hand  by  big  share- 
holders. the  Joint- stuck  bank,  the  shipping 
ring,  the  soap  combine,  or  the  multiple 
shopkeeper  is  to  depart  from  the  early  prin- 
ciples of  gaining  control  of  the  means  of 
distribution  and  production.  It  is  to  the 
members  of  consumers’  co-operative  socie- 
ties, the  bulk  of  whom  are  women,  that  we 
look  to  keep  clean  and  unsullied  in  this  time 
of  testing  the  underlying  principles  of  true 
co-operation. 

Why  the  Guild  Rejoices. 

Our  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild,  from 
its  earliest  years,  has  been  a body  en- 
deavouring to  educate  its  members  in  the 
principles  both  of  co-operation  and  citizen- 
ship. and  therefore  it  is  not  surprising  -to 
find  guildswomen  extending  their  activities 
both  in  the  movement  and  on  local  adminis- 
trative bodies.  This  year  we  rejoice  over 
the  election  of  the  first  woman  to  the  direc- 
torate of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
— (applause) — not  only  because  she  is  a 
woman,  but  that  she  Is  an  earnest  member 
of  our  Guild,  who  has  proved,  by  the  ability 
with  which  she  has  carried  on  her  work  on 
national  and  co-operative  committees,  that 
she  has  the  faculties  necessary  for  the  board 
of  directors  of  a large  business  organisation. 
(Hear,  hear.) 


We  must  not  rest  satisfied,  however,  with 
the  achievements  of  a few  or  our  members. 
Tlie  aim  of  our  guild  has  ever  been  to 
educate  the  ordinary  members  of  our 
branches  to  take  an  intelligent  part  in  all 
matters  affecting  their  lives,  and  the  past 
year  has  proved  once  more  that  the  power  of 
th.-  Women's  Guild  i-,  no  mean  thing  even 
in  the  counsels  of  the  State.  We  regret 
that  we  have  no  member  111  the  House  of 
Common*,  hut  we  are  glad  of  the  increased 
interest- taken  in  political  matters  now  that 
many  women  actually  are  electors.  This 
was  unmistakably  shewn  when  it  was  neces- 
sary during  the  autumn  months  to  rouse 
public  opinion  on  questions  of  health, 
especially  in  relation  to  mothers  and  young 
children,  and  again  when  tlve  proposed 
economy  on  education  caused  Members  of 
Parliament  to  lie  bombarded  with  letters 
from  working  women  who  protested  at  a so- 
culled  et enemy  which  starved  the  bodies  of 
tiny  children  and  the  brains  of  those  of 
tender  years,  and  made  it  a matter  of  ex- 
treme difficulty  for  the  child  of  the  .worker 
to  ever  obtain  more  than  the  usual  elemen- 
tary education.  (Applause.)  'I  he  partial 
success  of  that  agitation  must  not  let  us  lie 
slumbering,  but  make  us  more  alert,  until 
every  child  in  the  land  is  free  to  have  the 
education  for  which  it  is  best  fitted  by 
mental  capabilities,  and  the  parent  is  able 
to  allow  the  child  to  take  advantage  of  its 
opportunities.  (Hear,  hear.)  So  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  woman’s  vote  is  no  small 
thing  to  the  women  themselves,  and  the 
members  of  the  Women’s  Guild  will  cee  that 
the  responsibility  is  not  . shirked,  but 
courageously  borne.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Inside  our  movement,  too.  we  have  also 
great  responsibilities.  Not  only  are  the 
women  in  the  majority  as  purchasers,  but 
they  are  the  home-makers,  and  on  their  con- 
duct in  the  home  rests  largely  the  training 
of  the  young  co-operators. 

We  must  not  be  satisfied  until  each 
home  is  a “Comrade's  Circle,  ' with  ad 
the  members  pledged  to  do  their  utmost 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  spirit  of  co- 
operation and  fellowship. 

people  from  the.  Junior 


taken;  nil  petty  jealousies  must  be  <ct 
aside;  aud  educational,  propaganda  nml 
social  work  must  go  hand  111  hand.  '* 
hear.) 


(Hear, 


Referring  to  the  membership  of  the  <>’iihl 
Mrs.  Dewsbury  said  great  though  the  mini! 
ber  was,  the  figures  were  not  all  tli.it  cuuid 
be  desired,  especially  when  tliev  rein,  in- 
hered that  there  were  fom-and-ii-hall  millicu 
co-operators,  the  majority  of  whom 
women.  There  are  still,  she  said,  main 
societies  without  guilds.  Proceeding,  ,-bj. 
said  the  work  before  us  is  not  onlv  nTiiwik.- 
new  branches,  but  to  get  co-operative  women 
to  become  guild  members  ami  more  mum  ions 
<-0 -Operators.  Above  all.  she  said,  tlio  guild 
still  much  of  the  old  pioneer  work  to  )«■ 
Tho  need  for  constant  active  work  lms 
always  been  put  before  us  by  our  guild 
leaders,  and  now  . when  we  arc  marching  for- 
ward with  a change  in  leadership,  we’imist 
pause  a few  moments  to  sec  that  we  renllv 
understand  our  organisation,  and  t..  do 
homage  to  those  who  have  served  us  so  long 
and  faithfully.  In  the  words  ut  one  of  our 
members:  “Now  we  would  bring  them 
tributes  of  affection;  tell  them  how  the 
common  good  lias  been  strengthened  and 
uplifted;  how  that  wVtnei)  everywhere  are 
the  better  for  their  labouis;  that  their  in- 
fluence will  bear  fruit  in  years  that  lie  before 

Little  did  many  of  us  think  at  our  last 
Congress  at  Manchester,  when  we  celebrated 
the  formation  of  our  1,000th  branch,  that 
those  who  had  been  guiding  us  so  wisely  and 
well  were  ©vc.11  then  conitemplatiug  the 
handing  over  of  their  posts.  Still  the  work 
of  the  Women’s  Guild  bears  witness  to  th» 
faithful  manner  in  which  it  lias  been  done, 
and  the  guild  braced  itself  to  face  the  posi- 
tion, and  went  straight  on.  One  finds  it. 
impossible  to  put  into  words  the  inspiration 
and  help  that  has  been  derived  from  the 
lives  and  work  of  our  Into  general  and 
assistant  secretaries.  (Applause.).  Some 
day,  and  in  some  other  way,  it  111  iy  Ik*  p"-si- 
ble  to  give  n record  of  the  tilings  Unit  Imvo 
been  accomplished. 

And  now  to  conclude.  For  long  we  have 
talked  of  international  relation-,  hut  this 
year  something  more  has  been  done  i.;  -1. 
August,  at  Basle,  an  International  ('<  i p m 
the  Women’s  Committee  was  formed,  end 
although  its  work  has  not  been  gre.it  up  (o 
now,  still  the  wcinen  ni-ppernloi  s of  diff  nt 
countries  are  getting  into  touch  v ilii  cadi 
other,  are  learning  something  of  the  lit ••rn- 
tnre  and  the  methods  of  their  nrguni-  1 , 

and  are  building  up  a common  und-T*tamii  c 
between  the  peoples  of  all  ( imlrit  . <11,  >1, 

hear.)  We  believe 

the  hope  of  the  future  lies  net  in  a 
national  cc-operalive  movement,  but  in  a 
great  international  understanding  between 
the  peoples  ot  all  nations, 

and  shell  an  understanding  w ill  lie  mi  im- 
possibility unless  the  women  nl-i  pi.i.v  t hen- 
part  in  the  reconstruction  that  nm  i.d  • 
the  place  of  the  pre-mit  pilau t c » • • 1 1 « I i t ■ • < t • . 
(Applause.)  Unfortunately  n 1 difficult 
owing  to  distance  and  finame  to  do  ninth 
personal  work  ut  present,  hut  at  this 
Congress  we  ve  glad  to  welcome  women  co- 
operators  frtrtn  other  cOUntrc  end  before 
long  we  hop:-  to  be  able  to  send  our  repre- 
sentatives to  Congresses  in  other  IniuU  - 
(hear,  hear)— believing  that  the  mdri*  we 
corns  into  actual  contact  w ith  cm  li  other,  the 
nearer  will  come  the  now  world  w<*  are  seek- 
ing to  build.  (Applause.) 

As  Miss  S.  Gertrude  Ford  sings; 

Think  we  no  more  ns  a • pirate  nation,  ^ 
Know  we  110  frontiers,  li.u  •elorili,  non 
Wide  as  the  world  is  <tf.opSr.itwn. 

Goal  of  the  rising  and  sell  in/  sun. 
Profit  and  traffic  and  trade!  Not  merely 
These  we  seek,  but  to  break  the  wall 
Parting  the  p?oples  ; our  call  sounds 
clcn.lv, 

“ All  for  each  nation,  and  each  for  alii" 


NEW  GUILD  OFFICIALS. 

One  of  the  first  dutu  ■■  undertaken  by 
Mrs.  Dewsbury  immediately  billowing  tlio 
delivery  of  her  addre-s  011  Tuesday  morning 
was  to  extend  an  official  welcome  to  Mijcj 
Enfield  and  Mr-.  Barton,  the  new  general 
and  assistant  secretaries  resjMvtively  of  tho 
Women’s  Guild,  to  which  the  delegate*  gave 
a most  hearty  respniiv.  “ "«>  promise 
them.’1  said  the  President.  the  ;unie  devo- 
tion. loyalty,  and  work  which  we  hove  given 
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pleasure.  Good  wishes  were  received  from 
our  Russian  friend.  Madame  Dr.  Polovtsev. 


Guests  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

Delegates,  said  Miss  Enfield,  were  pre- 
sent from  the  Scotch,  Irish,  Norwegian,  and 
Swedish  Women's  Guilds,  the  Standing 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Industrial  Women's 
Organisation,  and  Mrs.'  Gasson  was  present 
from  the  Co-operative  Union.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Rigby  represented  the  National  Co- 
operative Publishing  Society — (applause) — 
nnd  Mr.  Gibbins  the  Men’s  Co-operative 
Guild-  Mrs.  Bromley  (from  the  Co-opera- 
tive League  of  America) — (applause) — and 
Mdlle.  Coulon  (of  Belgium)  were  expected 
jo  be  present  on  the  morrow.  (Applause.) 

A warm  reception  greeted  the  announce- 
ment that  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  would  be 
present  on  the  morrow,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  send  sympathetic  messages  to  Miss 
Lilian  Harris  and  to  Mrs.  Unsworth  (Mid- 
land Sectional  secretary),  who  are  for  the 
moment  laid  aside  by  sickness. 


Good  Wishes  for  Candidate. 

It  was  also  resolved  to  send  a message  of 
eood  wishes  to  Mr.  A.  H.  .Jones  (Shrews- 
bury), the  Co-operative  candidate  for  East 
Nottingham. 

Frae  Ower  the  Border. 


Mrs.  Toon  (Southern  Section),  Mrs.  Gray 
(South-Western  Section),  Mrs.  Shngsby 
(Lancashire  Section).  Mrs.  Webb  (Northern 
Section),  and  Mrs.  Matthews  (Western  Sec- 
tion) were  appointed  tellers 

Mrs.  Lowe  (from  Scotland)  was  the  first 
fraternal  delegate  to  he  received,  and  was 
warmly  welcomed,  stating  how  delighted  she 
was  to  be  associated  with  the  English 
Women's  Guild  Congress.  They  in  Scotland 
recognised  the  Co-operative  Party  lrne, 
some  of  their  societies  and  guilds  hail  turned 
the  question  down,  and  they  at  Motherwell 
had  formed  a voluntary  Co-operative  Party. 
(Hear,  hear.)  In  Scotland,  she  was  glad 
to  say,  they  were  not  far  behind  the  Eng- 
lish Guild,  * for  they  had  39,000  members, 
and  were  determined  to  win  the  day  for 
co-operation.  They,  too.  were  proud  of  the 
fact  that  a woman  had  been  asked  to  pre- 
side over  the  Brighton  Congress.  (Hear, 
hear.)  And  they  were  looking  forward  to 
the  time  when  a co-operative  woman  would 
be  returned  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
(Hoar,  hear.)  In  conclusion,  she  urged  the 
women  to  be  more  loyal  to  the  co-operative 
movement,  for  by  passing  their  own  stores 
they  were  feeding  the  enemy.  (Hear,  hear  ) 
“Have  faith  in  your  movement."  she  said; 
11  be  prepared,  and  carry  on."  (Applause.) 


An  Over-Politicalised  Country. 

A cheery  message  was  brought  from 
Ireland  by  .Mrs.  M Coubrey  (Belfast),  wiio, 
nliilst  not  indulging  in  figures  of  member- 
ship of  the  Irish  Women’s  Guild— (laughter) 
—stated  they  had  arrived  at  sixteen  years 
of  age,  always  the  trying  period  of  adoles- 
ceiuv,  when  growth  and  development  were 
naturally  expected.  Ireland  was  an  agricul- 
tural country,  and  therefore  difficult  to 
organise.  In  Ireland,”  she  went  on, 
“every  man,  woman,  and  elukl  is- a party 
politician:  We  are  over-politicalised.  (Hear, 
near.)  But  throughout  all  the  turmoil,  the 
Irish  Women’s  Guild  has  steered  a steady 
course,  and  known  neither  cree  l nor  polities. 
(Hear,  hear.)  One  thing  we  women  in  Ire- 
land feel  strongly  about  is  that  we  must 
fight  the  evil  of  militarism.  (Loud  applause.) 
Neither  the  Irish  question  nor  any  other 
question  is  going  to  be  reMieri  by  the 
bayonet  i"  (Cheers.) 

Norway's  First  visit. 

A very  sympathetic  welcome  was  accorded- 
to  Miss  Gai  fjeld,  who  came  all  the  way  from 
Norway,  to  bring  the  salutations  of  the  co- 
operative women  in  the  sea-girt  country. 
This  was  the  first  time,  she  said  in~Englisli, 
that  the  Norwegian  women  had  been  repre- 
sented at  any  foreign  Congress,  although 
they  had  been  anxious  to  get  in  touch  with 
the  co-operative  women  of  other  countries. 
(Hear,  hear.)  England  they  particularly 
looked  to  ns  the  motherland  of  the  whole 
Movement.  The  Guild  movement  in  Ncrway 
y-'s  only  young — ten  years — lmt  the  work 
growing.  By  the  end  cf  1921  tlitire 
Jene  seventeen  guild  branches  with  a mem- 
bership of  about  500.  Their  aim  was  to 
bring  co-operation  to  the  women  outside  the 
Movement  and  to  make  better  members  of 
the  women  inside.  (Applause.)  By  1014 
they  had  149  societies  affiliated  to  the 
with  about  32,000  memljers,  and  a 
turnover  of  10,000,000  crowns.  By  the  end 
°1  1921  the  societies  increased  to  403  with 
*oo\it  100.000  members,  ar.d  a turnover  of 
Ho.000,000  crowns.  All  cf  this  was  evident 
Niat  the  co-operative  women  in  Norway 
nave  found  the  way  to  their  stores.  (Ap- 
pLiuse.)  Co-operation  in  all  communities, 
the  co-operative  spirit  in  all  our  lives — there 
"a* i the  remedy  that  would  bring  peace  on 
J^tb  and  goodwill  to  men  in  real  it  v. 
(Applause.) 

A Voice  from  Sweden. 

A speech,  also  in  English,  was  given  by 
Bother  very  welcome  visitor,  Mrs.  Jenson, 
ho  spoke  for  the  Swedish  women.  Her 
‘sit  there  would  be  an  inspiration  to  h:-r 
V^hirades  at  home.  The  English  women,  bv 
e»r  idealism,  enterprising  spirit,  and  per- 
’stent  work  had  given  a great  example  to 
women  co-operators  all  the  world  over, 
t'hien  began  to  organise  themselves  c-o- 
Perotively  in  Sweden  in  1906,  and  in  the 
>n . *?n6  vear  a union  was  founded,  embrac- 
es the  local  Women’s  Guilds;  and  to-day 
w'-“  w'cre  about  seventy  branches  in  that 


union  with  2,300  members.  It  was  difficult 
to  organise  the  housewives  iu  her  country, 
but  guilds  had  done  much  to  cultivate  the 
co-operative  mind  among  women  by  meet- 
ings, discussions,  and  lectures.  Moreover, 
they  had  given  scholarships  to  members  in 
the  Guilds' for  visiting  some  of  the  Peoples’ 
High  Schools  in  Swedon.  (Applause.)  The 
courses  extended  over  six  months  and  em- 
braced history,  economics,  citizenship,  and 
such  sciences  as  biology,  geology,  and  so  on. 
The  movement  generally  was  extending. 
The  Swedish  Co-Operative  Union  had  944 
societies,  with  255,000  members,  besides 
which  were  four  insurance  societies  with 
200.000  members.  The  Wholesale  had  a 

turnover  last  year  of  62,000,000  crowns,  and 
a net  profit  of  half-n-mlllion.  (Applause.) 
Last  year  the  Swedish  movement  entered 
into  production  by  starting  a margarine 
factory.  (Applause.) 

Service  and  Sacrifice. 

Miss  Snward  (who  represented  the  Stand- 
ing Joint  Committee  of  the  Industrial 
TVomen’s  Organisations)  said  that  her  so- 
ciety represented  one  million  organised  in- 
dustrial and  political  women.  The  Women's 
Co-operative  Guild  had  answered  the  ques- 
tion, "Are  women  fit  for  responsibility?" 
by  the  important  resolutions  on  this  year’s 
Congress  agenda.  The  questions  of  peace 
and  unemployment  would  have  to  be  tackled 
by  women  the  world  over,  and  the  presence 
of  international  delegates  that  day  showed 
that  women  in  other  countries  were  doing 
their  best  to  solve  these  problems.  The  co- 
operative movements  had  been  built  up  not 
on  riches,  but  on  service  and  sacrifice — 
(applause) — and  co-operative  women,  even 
during  the  present  period  of  unemployment 
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and  bad  trade,  should  be  working  for  the 
Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

The  Other  Sex. 

The  Men’s  Guild  sent  a representative 
in  Mr.  Gibbins,  who  dilated  on  the  power 
of  women,  introducing  his  theme  by  saying 
that  everything  human  was  brought  into 
existence  through  woman,  therefore  the 
Women's  Guild  was  responsible  for  the 
Men’s  Guild.  He  pleaded  for  the  aid  cf 
the  guiMswoman  and  helping  their  men- 
folk to  join  the  Men’s  Guild.  " And  make 
it  possible  for  them  to  attend,"  he  said. 
“ Don’t  tell  them  they’re  always  gadding 
out."  (Laughter.) 

" Why  Don’t  You  Alter  It?" 

Mrs.  Gasson,  who  brought  greetings 
from  the  Co-operative  Union  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  welcome  fight 
of  co-operation  against  capitalism,  said 
one  of  the  most  pleasing  tilings  in  the 
report  to  the  Union  was  the  number  of 
women  on  management  committees.  (Ap- 
plause.) But  were  they  satisfied  with  300? 
(Cries  of  "No,  no.”)  "Then,"  said  the 
speaker,  “ why  don’t  you  alter  it?" 
(Laughter'  and  applause.)  Her  advice  was 
that  when  a good  cooperative  woman  was 
found  let  them  give  her  Their  confidence 
and  trust,  despite  all  other  differences.  In 
the  London  Society  an  increase  of  4<5  in 
membership  had  just  been  made.  3S6  of 
whom  were  women.  Referring  to  the 
recent  appointment  of  the  International 
Committee,  Mrs.  Gasson  said  this  was 
wholeheartedly  welcomed  by  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union,  the  members  of  which  were 
certain  that  when  women  took  up  any 
subject  success  was  assured.  Co-ordination 
of  all  work  was  going  on,  and  in  the  future 
there  would  be  more  time  given  to  joint 
work  between  the  Women’s  Guild  and  the 
Union.  (Applause.) 

C.W.S.  Greetings. 

Mr.  Wilkins,  who  represented  the 
C.W.S. , followed,  describing  the  Torquay 
Congress  as  his  ideal.  He  came,  however, 
that  day  to  personify  the  C.W.S.  from  the 
directors  of  which  he  brought  greetings. 
Noting  tlie  important  subjects  to  be  dis- 
cussed, he  was  pleased  with  the  reference 
to  stamped  and  fixed  prices.  (Applause.) 
The  C.W.S.  boot  factories  some  time  back 
were  only  working  one-third  of  the  forty- 
eight  hours,  but  since  the  stamping  of 
prices  the  factories  had  been  on  overtime; 
they  could  not  compete  with  the  orders. 
And  there  was  not  one  factory  that  ought 


not  to  be,  and  but  what  would  be  on  full- 
time,  if  each  one  did  his  or  her  duty. 
(Applause.). 

Our  Press  and  the  " Daily." 

Mr.  Rigby,  who  brought  greetings  from 
the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society,  referred  to  the  valuable  services 
rendered  by  the  women  in  their  loyalty  to 
ilie  publications  of  the  N.C.P.S.,  including 
the  " Woman’s  Outlook."  (Applause.) 
The  directors  ventured  to  hope  not  only 
for  a continuance  of  that  loyalty,  but  for 
further  efforts.  (Applause.)  ' At  that  Con- 
gress many  valuable  expressions  of  opinion 
would  be  made  on  important  subjects,  but 
could  they  hope  that  the  capitalistic  press 
would  place  such  thoughts  and  resolutions 
before  the  public?  Not  at  all.  There  was 
only  one  paper  that  would  report  the  meet- 
ings faithfully,  and  that  was  their  own 
" Co-operative  News.”  He  need  not  refer 
to, the  great  influence  of  the  press.  It  was 
only  when  they  realised  that  the  press  of 
this  country  was  in  the  hands  of  multi- 
millionaires and  run  for  private  profit  that 
co-operators  would  realise  the  importance 
of  supporting  their  own  press.  Coming  to 
the  suggested  co-operative  " daily,’’  might 
he  say  they  had  been  preparing  for  this 
for  some  time.  They  were  convinced  there 
was  a real  need  for  this,  and  there  were 
enough  societies  to  support  one  and  enough 
capital  in  the  movement  to  finance  One. 
They  were  ready  and  willing  for  the  work, 
but  they  had  to  proceed  with  caution,  ever 
remembering  the  capital  to  be  used  would 
be  the  money  of  working  people.  (Applause.) 

“ On  Technical  Grounds." 

Miss  Webb  (chairman  of  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee)  drew  attention  to 
alterations  in  several  resolutions,  and  ex- 
plained that  the  oue  on  the  assistant  secre- 
taryship was  out  of  order  on  technical 
grounds.  The  announcement  was  greeted 
with  loud  applause.  The  resolution  had 
been  sent  in  by  a local  Guild  council  instead 
of  by  individual  branches;  but  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  Committee  had  power  to  receive 
a resolution  from  five  delegates,  represent- 
ing five  branches,  assembled  at  Congress 
before  11  a.m.  of  the  first  morning  of  Con- 
gress. A resolution  had  been  received  in 
this  manner  dealing  with  the  question  of 
the  assistant  secretaryship,  and  if  it  was 
perfectly  in  order  it  would  be  dealt  with  in 
due  course.  The  resolution  on  education, 
with  the  various  amendments,  had  been 
embodied  in  one  resolution  and  one  amend- 
ment. 

Hanged  and  Unhanged. 

An  emergency  resolution,  drawn  up  by 
Charlton.  North  Woolwich,  Woulwioh. 
Charltou  Village,  Erith,  and  Plumstead, 
was  moved  by  Charlton  and  carried.  It 
read  : — 

The  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild  strongly 

Srotests  against  the  action  of  the 
[ome  Secretary  in  the  cases  of  Ronald 
True  and  Harold  Jacoby. 

The  Freedom  of  the  Guild. 

In  moving  the  resolution — 

That  iu  appreciation  of  their  devoted  and 
unique  services  the  freedom  of  the 
Guild  bo  conferred  upon  Miss  Margaret 
Llewelyn  Davies  and  Miss  Lilian 
Harris," 

Mrs.  Layton  (vice-president  of  the  Guild) 
remarked  that  the  conferring  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  Guild  was  the  least  guilds- 
women could  do  to  show  their  gratitude  to 
two  women,  who  had  sacrificed  so  much  for 
the  Guild.  When  Miss  Davies  connected 
herself  with  the  Guild  thirty-two  years 
ago  there  were  fifty  branches,  and  the 
question  of  social  reform  had  never  been 
discussed  in  the  movement.  She  had 
raised  the  status  of  working  women,  and 
it  was  chiefly  through  her  energies  that 
school  clinics  were  established.  She 
brought  about  a minimum  wage  for  women 
in  co-operative  factories  and  shops,  although 
she  had  many  setbacks.  It  was  largely 
through  their  leader's  influence  that  co- 
operative women  had  been  made  to  see 
that  it  was  essential  that  the  workers' 
children  should  have  a better  education 
than  they  received.  Miss  Davies  stated 
that  her  reaoon  for  taking  the  chair  at  the 
Union  Congress  was  because  in  doing  so 
the  movement  was  paying  honour  to  its 
women.  This  bad  been  the  unselfish  prin- 
ciple that  had  been  dominant  thioiighout 
Miss  Davies'  career  and  had  made  her  so 
loved  bv  British  working  women. 

Mrs.  Green  (Central  Committee),  second 
ing  the  resolution,  said  no  one  hud  done 
more  than  Miss  Davies  to  raise  the  standard 
of  working  women  both  inside  and  outside 
the  movement.  One  of  the  Guild's  greatest 
difficulties  had  been  that  individual  branches 
had  not  l>een  able  to  get  into  touch  per- 
sonally with  their  leaders;  but  now  they 
had  retired  From  their  arduous  posts,  they 
might  be  able  to  delight  Guild  members  with 
a visit  to  their  branches.  (Loud  applause.) 

The  proposal  was  carried  with  enthusiastic 
unanimity. 

Women's  International. 

Mrs.  Ferguson  (secretary  of  the  Northern 
Section)  moved  the  following  resolution  : — 
That  this  Congress  welcomes  the  forma- 
tion of  the  International  Co-operative 
Women’s  Committee,  and  looks  to  the 
growth  of  strong  organisations  of 
women  in  each  country,  united  in  the 
endeavour  to  bring  about  a world-wide 
Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

She  moved  the  resolution  from  the  bottom 
of  her  heart.  At  Manchester  they  felt  that 
the  formation  of  the  Women's  Co-operative 


International  was  an  epoch-making  event  in 
the  history  of  the  Guild  movement.  Tho 
movement  stood  for  world-wide  co-operation 
and  world-wide  peace.  During  the  niuo 
months  all  the  countries  approaches!  had 
come  on  to  the  committee,  while  to  others 
the  inspiration  had  spread,  and  the  people 
were  asking  for  information  and  help.  True 
they  were  not  able  to  meet  much  yet,  owing 
to  expenses;  but  even  where  money  was 
scarce  the  responsibility  had  been  realised. 
It  was  through  this  Women’s  Committee 
that  they  had  got  the  combined  opinion  of 
their  women  on  chemical  warfare,  which  had 
gone  to  the  Washington  Conference.  Com- 
ing to  the  question  of  an  International 
C’.W.S.,  Mrs,  Ferguson  said  she  had  been 
told  she  was  in  too  great  a hurry,  but  her 
opinion  was,  they  had  not  hurried 

enough.  (Applause')  Women  to-day  in 
the  movement  had  basket  and  political 
power,  and  that  power  would  be  used  lor 
one  object— world-wide  co-operation.  It  was 
no  emotional  suggestion  to  say  they  must 
have  an  International  C.W.S.  ” They  must 
see  to  it  that  their  baskets  were  filled  with 
international  co-operatively  produced  goods. 
Let  them  sink  all  individual,  parochial,  and 
narrow  points  of  view,  and  take  a broad 
vision,  thinking  unitedly  and  internation- 
ally. with  a spirit  that  would  pursue  nnd 
build  up  tne  International  C.W.S, 
(Applause.) 

Airs,  Mel  1 is,  in  seconding,  said  they  had 
not  finished  with  the  resolution  iu  passing 
it : they  had  to  get  to  work  when  they  got 
home.  They  themselves  had  to  support  the 
national  institution,  their  C.W.S..  in  every 
way  and  at  all  times.  Without  a successful 
national  institution,  they  could  not  have  an 
international  one.  (Applause.) 

Airs.  Parfitt  (Stratford  Branch.  London 
Society)  said  they  should  do  all  they  could 
to  forward  the  international  idea.  Olio 
penny  per  head  would  lie  little,  hut  could 
do  a great  deal. 

" We  must  understand  the  movement 
from  an  international  standpoint,"  said 
Mrs.  Matt  Lewis  (Cwinhach).  She  men- 
tioned that  there  were  opportunities  for 
going  to  foreign  countries  ami  getting  into 
touch  with  our  brothers  and  sisters  abroad, 
and  would  only  cost  what  a local  holiday 
cost. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Under  Which  Party? 

A rousing  speech  came  from  Mrs.  Penny 
(Central  Committee)  in  moving  the  following 
resolution  ; — 

This  Congress  calls  attention  to  the  fai  l 
that  the  difficulties  with  which  the  co- 
operative movement  and  other  workers' 
organisations  are  faced  are  directly  duo 
to  the  profit-making  and  self-seeking 
ambitions  of  capitalist  Governments 
which  have  plunged  Europe  into  eco- 
nomic chaos.  This  Congress  therefore 
urges  the  movement  to  redouble  its 
efforts  to  secure  n Co-operative  and 
Labour  Government. 

Ore  would  have  thought  it  iinne<e.-ai‘v  to 
move  n resolution  like  this,  die  said.  Con- 
sidering the  pcsition  people  w we  in  to-dav, 
she  thought  they  should  nave  been  stung  to 
action.  If  only  the  great  muss  of  people 
realised  the  influence  and  the  power  of  pcli* 
tics,  they  would  not  hesitate  a moment. 
The  tragedy  was  we  quibbled  and  quarrelled 
too  much  about  our  petty  party  ideas. 
(Hoar,  hear.)  What  did  the  party  differ- 
ences mean  to  women!  The  real  basis  of  the 
Tory  Party  was  simply  power  and  privilege 
of  class.  Alaiiy  were  Tories,  but  did  not 
know  why.  There  were  just  as  many  frilly 
people  in  the  Labour  Party  iml  tl-  Liberal 
Party.  (Laughter.)  The  real  basis  of 
Liberalism  was  to  look  after  the  freedom  of 
contract  to  employers  to  get  as  much  profit 
as  they  could  ; and  there  was  a great  danger 
cf  the  co-operative  movement  being  tainted 
by  the  Liberal  view.  (Applause  ) One  of 
the  first  of  our  principles  wn,  (lie  interest 
of  no  class,  but  the  benefit  of  consumer*, 
who  were  everybody.  (Hear,  hear.)  " You 
have  got  to  sweep  out  parties  who  have 
had  their  chance  and  failed,  and  give  the 
other  two  parties — the  Labour  Party  and  the 
Co-operative  Party— their  chance  to  do 
sunetliiiig.  (Cheers.) 

Mrs.  Matthews  (the  Lancashire  >•  > ret.ir; v) 
said  800  societies  sent  delegates  (■>  London 
who  unanimously  decided  to  go  into  oolitic*, 
so  that  the  movement  itself  could  live. 
Alemories  were  short,  for  son*.-  people  still 
said,  "You  must  keep  politics  out  of  co- 
operation." "It  can't  be  done !"- -(hear, 
bear) — -.lie  said.  " Politic'  mean  food, 
shelter,  and  clothing — we  can't  *ive  up  tho 
trees  to-day.”  (Laughter.)  ” You  can’t 
get  an  international  C.W.S.  uiale- - you  get 
co-operators  in  your  own  Government." 

Mrs.  AI'Ard  (Liverpool)  gave  hints  n#»  to 
how  every  guildswoman  must  set  to  work. 
They  must  go  home  and  get  inside -the 
local  representation  councils  for  a start. 
We  did  not  seek  politics  ! We  wore  forced 
into  politics,  because  of  bread  and  butter. 
The  women  had  got  to  orgnnise,  otherwise 
they  were  splitting  themselves.  How  many 
paid  organisers  were  there  up  and  down 
the  country  who  were  dividing  them  up 
because  they  were  split!  " Beware  of  the 
Middle-class  Union!"  she  concluded.  "It 
has  nothing  for  me!  I am  a working 
woman  and  a co-operator!"  (Loud 
applause.) 

The  resolution  vm  passed  unanimously 
— no,  there  was  one  hand  held  up  against, 
to  the  general  amusement. 

The  Congress  here  adjourned  for  lunch— 
and  a mass  photograph. 

[Report  of  the  Guild  Congress  is  continued 
on  Page  12.] 
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CANADIAN  CATTLE 
BARRIER. 

LONDON  .CONFERENCE 
CONDEMNS  THE  EMBARGO. 


Tiik  long-standing  controversy  respecting 
the  admission  into  this  country  of  Canadian 
rattle  was  discussed  at  a national  confer- 
ence at  tTte  Guildhall.  London,  on  Wednes- 
day week.  This  is  the  Second  conference 
" dealing  with  this  subject  which  has  been 
convened  by  the  City  ot  London  Corpora- 
tion. The  Council  Chamber  was  filled  with 
representatives  of  municipal  bodies  and 
various  societies  and  organisations.  ihe 
official  list  of  delegates  contained  the  to - 
lowing  names: — English  C.W.S.,  Mr.  Wil- 
son Clayton;  Parliamentary  Committee  ot 
Co-operative  Congress.  Messrs.  H.  J.  May, 
J\  Lcney.  and  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary)  ; 
.Scottish  C.W.S..  Messrs.  R.  Stewart  and 
W.  Duncan;  National  Union  of  Distributive 
and  Allied  Workers.  Messrs.  A.  Boyd  and 
H.  Zinges  (London)  and  T.  M'Lellan 
(Birkenhead). 

The  Lord  Mayor  formally  welcomed  the 
delegates,  and  his  place  on  the  platform  was 
then  taken  by  Mr.  Deputy  \V.  P.  Neal 
(chairman  of  Cattle  Markets  Committee), 
who  gave  a comprehensive  review  of  the 
question.  He  dealt  with  the  pledge  which 
the  Government  had  given  to  remove  the 
embargo,  the  advantages  to  British  con- 
sumers by  abolishing  the  restrictions,  and 
the  absence  of  disease  amongst  Canadian 
cattle.  He  moved  a resolution  urgently 
calling  upon  the  Government  to  act  upon 
the  unanimous  conclusions  of  the  Royal 
Commission  in  favour  of  the  admission  into 
this  country  of  Canadian  store  cattle. 

The  Scottish  aspect  was  expressed  by 
Bailie  James  Walker  (Glasgow),  who  amused 
his  fellow-delegates  by  stating  with  regard 
to  the  pledge  that  the  Government  were 
like  a pawnbroker's  shop — full  of  unre- 
deemed pledges. 

The  speeches  which  followed  were  all  in 
favour  of  the  resolution. 

The  co-operative  view-point  was  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary 
to  the  Parliamentary  Committee),  who 
stated  that  the  co-operative  movement  had 
lieen  fighting  on  behalf  of  the  removal  ot 
the  embargo  for  twenty  years.  He  agreed 
with  Bailie  Walker  that  the  time  had  gone 
for  argument,  and  the  only  thing  was  to  de- 
mand that  which  had  been  logically  proved 
to  be  right  and  just  should  be  the  law  of 
the  land.  He  represented  the  only  organ- 
ised body  of  consumers,  organised  to  supply 
themselves  with  the  commodities  required. 
The  movement  numbered  4,500,000  mem- 
bers. There  were  1,400  societies  throughout 
the  country,  and  800  of  these  dealt  in  fresh 
meat.  When  the  co-operative  evidence  was 
presented  before  the -Royal  Commission,  the 
opposing  counsel  asked  if  they  had  taken  a 
ballot  of  their  members.  The  movement 
had  taken  the  trouble  to  have  this  question 
discussed  at  the  National  Congress  and  at 
the  district  conferences  held  throughout  the 
country  during  the  past  twenty  years.  As 
a result  of  that  intensive  education,  the 
National  Congress  had  passed  unanimously 
resolutions  demanding  a removal  of  the  em- 
bargo in  the  interests  of  the  consumers. 
They  were  not  only  looking  at  this  matter 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  consumer,  but 
from  the  point  of  view  of  t he  farmer.  Co- 
operative societies  farmed  11)0,000  acres  of 
land.  Viewing  the  question  from  these 
.standpoints,  there  was  no  ground  remaining 
for  tlie  continuation  of  this  injustice  to 
Canada  and  to  consumers  in  this  country. 
(Applause.)  They  had  no  particular  axe  to 
grind;  they  considered  that  the  real  in- 
terest of  the  farmers  was  the  interest  of  .the 
consumers. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried  with 
one  dissentient,  representing  the  Bucks 
County  Council.  It  was  also  resolved  that 
a deputation  should  wait  on  the  Prime 
Minister,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  and 
other  Ministers.  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  was 
one  of  the  members  appointed. 


AFTER  TWENTY-FOUR  YEARS. 


Thf.  president  of  the  Southampton  Society 
(Mr.  H.  Vincent,  J.P.)  made  reference  at 
the  quarterly  hieeting  to  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  H.  B.  Farr;  who  was  retiring  from  the 
management  committee  for  health  reasons 
after  continuous  service  for  over  twenty- 
four  years,  during  which  time  he  had  been 
an  earnest  and  thorough  worker  in  the 
movement.  The  committee  very  much  re- 
gretted the  loss  of  Mr.  Farr's  services,  and 
hoped  that  for  many  years  he  would  still 
take  an  active  though  unofficial  interest  in 
the  society. 

Mr.  Farr  thanked-  the  committee  and  the 
members  for  the  confidence  they  had  reposed 
in  him  for  so  many  years,  and  said  although 
he  woidd  not  be  working  as  a committee- 
man. lie  would  always  do  what  he  could  to 
enable  the  society  to  join  in  the  great  suc- 
cess which  the  future  had  in  store  for  the 
co-operative  movement. 

Rater  in  i lie  meeting  the  members  gave 
authority  to  the  committee  for  a testimonial 
to  Air.  Farr  to  mark  their  appreciation  of 
Ills  worth  and  services. 


Mr.  R.  Page  Arnot  (Labour  Resenrch  De- 
partment) will  deliver  two  lectures  on 
"Trade  Unionism:  Past.  Present,  and 

Future,”  at  Shornells.  Abbey  Wood,  on 
Sunday.  June  25th,  at  a joint  gathering 
arranged  by  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society's 
educational  committee  and  the  Woolwich 
branch  of  the  N.U.D.A.W.  This  union  of 
forces  is  to  be  commended. 


“LONDON  TAVERN.” 

HARWICH  SOCIETY'S 

ENTERPRISE. 

LICENSED  PREMISES 

OPENED. 

_ Thf.  Harwich,  Dovercourt,  and  Parkestoii 
Society  has  made  another  striking  advance 
in  opening  the  new  premises  in  Church- 
street,  Harwich,  known  as  “ The  London 
Tavern.”  The  site  was  ail  exceedingly  diffi- 
cult one  to  work,  but  the  architect  (Mr. 
H.  Hooper)  and  the  builder  (Ml.  E. 
Saunders)  overcame  all  obstacles,  and 
erected  substantial,  commodious,  and  alto- 
gether serviceable  premises  that  were  much 
desired  in  this  part  of  the  borough. 

The  premises  are  built  for  utilitarian  pur- 
poses, with  an  attractive  front  of  half  tim- 
ber and  plaster  on  Tudor  lines.  The  whole 
building  is  treated  with  simplicity,  and  the 
main  objects — ample  accommodation,  good, 
light,  ventilation,  and  supervision — have 
been  splendidly  met.  There  are  public  bar, 
bottle  and  jug  department,  a comfortable 
smoke  room,  and  most  conveniently  ap- 
pointed confectionery  and  provision  shop, 
where  meals  can  lie  supplied.  There  is  an 
ideal  room  for  such  a purpose  on  the  first 
floor,  30ft. -by  66ft.,  and  adjoining  are  ladies' 
and  gents’  retiring  rooms.  There  are  also 
kitchens  and  a good  basement,  and  all 
necessary  accommodation.  The  co-opera- 
tive premises  stand  out  as  the  only  licensed 
premises  that  remain  closed  during  the 
whole  of  Sunday. 

The  formal  opening,  which  took  place  last 
month,  was  celebrated  by  p lupcheon.  The 
president  (Mr.  W.  Fisher)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  supporting  him  were  the  Mayor  (Mr. 

L.  J,  Denney).  Alderman  W.  M' Lear  on,  the 
Rev.  A.  E.  Mills,  Major  H.  M.  A.  Ward, 
Councillor  C.  Hills,  Mr.  S.  Sauijd^rs,  Mr. 
H.  Hooper,  members  of  the  committee,  Mr. 

M.  Deal  (secretary),  and  many  others. 

Mr.  H.  Read  (Ipswich)  toasted  the  so- 
ciety. He  referred  to  the  very  happy  times 
he  had  spent  with  the  Harwich  Society, 
and  he  made  humorous  reference  to  the 
situation  of  the  secretary’s  office  in  early 
days.  He  hoped  that  the  success  that  had 
attended  the  society  in  years  past  ivould 
grow  and  increase. 

Mr.  W.  Fisher,  in  response,  took  his 
hearers  back  forty-five  years,  when  the  old 
premises  opposite  were  purchased.  They 
did  not  require  the  tavern  in  those  days, 
hut  they  required  the  adjoining  premises. 
The  condition  of  purchase  was  that  they 
should  take  the  whole  block  of  premises. 
Although  the  society  commenced  in  a small 
way  in  1875,  lie  said  the  turnover  in  three 
years  was  .£.‘8,000,  and  to-day  something 
over  £120,000  per  annum.  The  Parkestoii 
branch  was  opened  in  1897,  Dovercourt 
branch  in  1902,  and  up-to-date,  new  electric 
machine  bakery,  dairy,  and  stables  in  1905. 
The  society  had  also  acquired  a large  piece 
of  ground  in  Kingsway,  Dovercourt.  of  50ft. 
frontage,  for  further  developments  when 
building  operations  became  more  normal. 
Owing  to  the  boot  and  office  premises  being 
burnt  out  in  February  last,  the  society  had 
been  much  handicapped,  blit  tenders  had 
been  obtained  to  carry  out  alterations  to  the 
Harwich  grocery  and  drapery  departments, 
to  include  boots,  hardware,  and  crockery 
departments. 

The  confectionery  shop  was  opened  at  the 
beginning  of  this  month,  and  work  in  the 
catering  department  is  being  pushed  on  so 
that  the  department  will  be  ready  for  the 
"coming  holiday  season. 


SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 


The  new  model  bakery  erected  by  the 
Woking  Society  will  be  formally  rponed  early 
next  month. 

Air.  J.  H.  Bate  will  represent  the  Co- 
operative Union  at  the  Austrian  Conference, 
which  will  be  held  at  Vienna  on  June  26th. 

Airs.  Gascon  lias  been  appointed  chair- 
man of  the  Southern  Sectional  Board  for  the 
ensuing  year,  and  Air.  J.  H.  Bate  deputy- 
chairman. 

The  London  Guilds  are  being  invited  to 
take  part  in  the  rally  arranged  by  the 
League  of  Nations  Union  to  be  held  in  Hyde 
Park  on  the  24tli  inst. 

The  Social  and  Recreation  Club  at  Leinnn- 
street  are  holding  their  first  athletic  meet- 
ing at  Enfield  on  Saturday.  July  22nd,  for 
which  a varied  and  attractive  programme 
has  been  arranged. 

The  Sheerness  Society  is  arranging  to 
provide  the  members  with  a pure  milk  sup- 
ply from  a new  depot,  which  is  being 
equipped  with  an  up-to-date  pasteurising, 
cooling,  and  cleansing  plant. 

Dividend  maintained  and  reserves  not 
only  intact  but-  increasing,  is  the  cheerful 
position  the  New  Swindon  Society  finch* 
itself  in.  In  addition,  capital  and  member- 
ship continue  to  grow  at  a very  satisfactory 
rate. 

Air.  A.  V.  Alexander,  secretary  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee,  on  AVednesday 
last  week,  addre-secl  a meeting  of  :?»s  Indus- 
trial Christian  Fellowship  at  the  Sanctuary, 
AVestminster.  on  ••  The  Co-operative  Move- 
ment To-day,”  and  this  led  to  an  interesting 
discussion. 


A MEMORABLE  DAY. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


ANNUAL  FETE  AT  ENFIELD. 

Enfield  Hiu8i\v\ay  r-  Society’s  children’s 
fete  was  held  at  Ponders  End  on  Saturday 
last,  and  -was  favoured  with  splendid 
weather.  The  . procession  of  members’ 
children  from  the  central- stores  to  the  fete 
field  was  the  largest  s oft  record-  With 
banners  flying,  and  to  tlie  strains  of  the 
Ponders  End  Military  Band,  it  attracted 
much  attention  en  route.  A splendid  pio- 
gramnie  of  races  and  competitions  was  pro- 
vided. and  tlie  handsome  prizes  provided  by 
the  C.W.X.  for  the  washing,  spoon,  and  boot 
polishing  competitions  Were  much  admired. 
The  children  were  provided  with  refresh- 
ments free  of  charge,  ancl  had  also  free  ricA's 
m the  roundabouts  and  swings.  The 
hooplas,  dart  frames,  Ac.,  well  stocked  with 
C'.W.S.  goods,  did  good  business,  and  the 
cocoa-nut  shies  were  also  well  patronised. 

The  prizes  wore  presented!  sit  the  band- 
stand by  Mesdames  Davie  and  Pegrum,  and 
Inter  cn  Mr.  George  Latham  (prospective 
Parliamentary  candidate  for  the  Enfield 
Division)  delivered  an  interesting  address  on 
“The  Advantages  cf  Co-operation."  Mr. 
John  Hood  (president  of  the  society)  acted 
as  chairman,  and  Air.  Latham  had  a hearty 
reception. 

Dancing  took  place  in  the  Innd  end  sure 
from  8 p.m.  to  10  p.m.  Air.  George  Lovett 
was  a very  capable  AI.C.,  and  the  music  was 
provided  by  tlie  Penders  End  .Military  Band 
(conductor.  Air.  F.  Dean). 

During  the  afternoon  refreshments  were 
on  sale  at  the  cooperative  tea  tent,  and  the 
prices  were  very  reasonable,  resulting  in  a. 
great  demand  for  edibles.  Special  features 
were  the  throe  stalls  run  by  the  Central, 
Junioi  Guild  under  the  direction  of  Air. 
Kirby,  as  also  a tobacco  stall  efficiently 
managed  by  members  of  the  committee. 

Air.  O.  Tlueadgold  was  chairman  cf  the 
committee,  and  be  had  the  altle  assistance 
not  only  of  the  members  of  tlie  management 
and  educational  committees,  but  also  of  ever 
100  enthusiastic  helpers  to  whom  much 
credit  is  due  for  their  arduous  work.  It  is 
calculated  that  during  the  day  the  attend- 
ance of  children  and  adults  numbered  about 
14,000.  The  St.  John  Ambulance  Corps 
from  Enfield  was  in  attendance,  but  their 
services  were  happily  not  much  in  request. 
Altogether  it  was  a very  successful  day,  end 
a memorable  one  in  the  history  of  the 
society. 


SUBSTANTIAL  PROGRESS 

ROYAL  ARSENAL  SOCIETY'S 

AFFAIRS. 

Under  the  chairmanship  of  Air.  R.  It. 
Wale  (president)  the  quarterly  meeting  ol 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  was  held  in  the 
Central  Hall,  Peckham,  on  Tuesday  last 
Week. 

The  report  of  the  secretary  (Air.  W.  B. 
Neville),  which  was  read  by  the  chairman, 
stated  that  the  receipts  for  the  sale  of 
goods  for  the  quarter  (twelve  weeks  only), 
which  terminated  on  April  8th  last,  realised 
£679,066,  as  compared  to  £864,709  for  the 
corresponding  twelve  weeks  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  An  examination  of  less  than 
a dozen  of  the  main  articles  sold  in  the 
grocery  and  provisions  department  showed 
an  advance  in  sales  of  over  500  tons  of  food 
in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  over  the 
same  period  last  year.  It  was,  therefore, 
submitted  that  the  society,  notwithstand- 
ing the  reduced  receipts,  was  making  sub- 
stantial progress  in  many  directions.  The 
unsatisfactory  trade  generally  in  the 
drapery,  boots,  tailoring,  outfitting,  fur- 
nishing, and  hardware  sections  continued 
during  the  whole  of  the  quarter,  but  during 
the  past  few  weeks  there  had  been  a wel- 
come improvement.  Contributions  to 
shares  and  loan  capital  amounted  to 
£44.577  during  the  quarter,  and  the  with- 
drawals totalled  £79.641.  On  April  8th 
last  the  share  and  loan  capital  cf  the 
society  aggregated  £1.145.247.  as  com- 
pared to  £1,240,482  on  April  9th,  1921. 
Tlie  tobacco  department  at  the  central 
stores  continued  "to  be  patronised  by  a 
large  number  of  members,  and  a similar 
department  was  recently  opened  at  Rye- 
lane  branch,  Peckham. 

A number  of  charitable  donations  were 
made,  and  £10  was  granted  to  the  Inter- 
national Alliance. 

The  educational  committee's  report,  read 
by  Air.  J.  Dickinson,  stated  that  the  senior 
co-operative  guilds  had  rendered  valuable 
help  to  the  committee  by  furnishing  volun- 
tary bands  of  co-operative  workers.  The 
twenty  junior  guilds  had  accomplished  much 
useful  work  through  the  voluntary  teachers 
and  helper**.  The  young  people's  circles 
were  progressing  favourably,  and  this  very 
valuable  link  between  the  child  and  the 
adult  co-operator  was  being  carefully 
fostered.  The  senior  and  juvenile  choirs 
and  orchestras  had  rendered  valuable  ser- 
vice to  the  department  and  members  by 
performing  well-known  works.  The  Peck- 
ham  Co-operative  Orchestra  had  also  grown 
in  numbers  and  usefulness. 


A charabanc  outing  to  Oxford  has  been 
ai ranged  by  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s 
educational  department,  to  take  |du<c  cn 
Friday.  June  30th.  It  is  intended  to  pay  a 
visit  to  Ruskin  College,  where  tlie  society 
has  a student  in  residence. 


HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 

NOWADAYS. 


Sheerness. — The  report  presented  at  tlw 
half-yearly  meeting  last  week  stated  tli»t 
the  cash  sales  had  amounted  to  £107,69<> 
a decrease  of  £39.960  cjinpared  with  ti^ 
corresponding  period  of  hist  your.  The 
crease  in  cash  sales  was  not  so  gic.it  a« 
would  Appear  on  the  surface.  Decreased 
values  and  prices  had  in  most  of  the  goods 
sold  meant  a reduction  of  25  to  50  per  cent 
on  prices  prevailing  in  1920  and  1921.  milled 
to  which  there  was  the  acute  depression  m 
practically  every  area  covered  hv  the  so- 
ciety's business  operations.  The  share  , 
tal  stood  at  £91.554,  a decrease  ot  L I tv;t4 ■ 
whilst  membership  totalled  5,-168,  a dem-iiJ 
of  190  for  the  half-year.  Particulars  n,-rv 
also  given  of  the  developments  which  mry 
taking  place  in  the  society's  area.  1|„. 
committee  recommended  a dividend  of  Is, 
iu  the  pound. 

Southampton.— Satisfactory  results  were 
reported  at  the  quarterly  'meeting  w hi>  It 
was  held  on  Monday,  last  week,  in  the  1„ ml, 
Alemoriul  Hull,  Southampton;  the  president 
(Air.  H.  Vincent)  being  in  the  chair.  Divi- 
sional meetings  had  previously  been  held  lit 
Lxmington  and  AYoolston.  The  re|xtrt 
stated  that  the  trade  for  the  thirteen  weeks 
amounted  to  £56,415,  and  comment  >«as 
made  upon  the  improvement  in  the  hnlclier'k 
department  and  the  boots,  clothing,  am] 
drapery,  whilst  the  inauguration  ot  tlie  new 
bakery  had  already  increased  the  output  m 
that  department,  notwithstanding  the  hot 
weather.  Mr.  Brighton  gave  a preliminary 
report  of  the  development  committee,  wliicli 
is  a new  committee  established  lo  curry  out 
the  educational  and  propaganda  w ork  of  Ilia 
society  and  also  the  duties  of  tlie  ixditual 
council,  thus  co-ordinating  what  had  been 
previously  the  work  ol  three  committees. 
Alter  this  report,  tlie  meeting  was  made 
a special  one,  to  consider  the  alterations  of 
rules  laying  down  the  regulations  uml 
methods  of  the  development  committee, 
which,  after  a full  discussion,  were  carried 
by  the  two-thirds  majority  necessary  tu 
make  them  effective. 


Caerau  and  Maesteg.— M,  in-:*  »w-  held 
at  Alaesteg  on  June  Lilli,  a|  X.nUyll vllmi  on 
June  16th,  and  at  Ciiermi  < n Juno  I'tli,  In 
view  of  the  decreased  earning  power  < f me 
be-rs  and  the  poevniling  high  ,-<■>(  ol  livi 
and  the  endeavours  - I the  committee 
keep  prices  low,  the  (livid  mi  I of  sixpence 
the  pound  was  ecu  -i  dr  red  very  satisfaetq 
The  President  pointed  out  .some  of  ilio 
lessons  to  be  learned  by  the  difficulties  li.v 
which  the  members  were  cuuliuiite 1 
their  experiences  during  the  | ..  -t  p-io  I Me 
id  there  was'  a poP.it  need  lor  Joy 
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each  other.  The  Manager  j; 
while  wages  ivene  at  the  mini! 
were  tending  upward.  The 
vency  was  above  question  ib 
were  elected  to  the  maimgemeiit 
Air.  W.  Williams,  Mr.  J,  •|»h  lb 
Stuck  v.  Councillor  W Bel  tv,  a 
I).  Williams.  Mr.  T.  T.  Milium 
J Scon r/ield,  Airs.  Tre/.i-c.  Mi 
Mrs.  W.  Betty,  sen  . All  I 
Airs.  D.  Evans  were  appoim* 
educational  committee. 


Enfield  Highway. — There  were  1.1 
hers  present  at  the  meeting,  which  whs  held 

in  the  Co-operative  Hull.  Kulml.l  lligjnm: 
on  June  7th.  Air.  John  Hood  ijn-  i<l<n 
occupied  the  chair.  The  divisinnpl  imetijig 
although  called  to  take  place  at  Enfield  and 
Hoddesden  on  June  2nd,  w,  ;.-  ab'inlnm 
owing  to  a quorum  not  being  pn  eat.  In 
submitting  tlie  report,  tin  f’n-id<nt  -. li- 
the net  sales  for  the  past  quart,  amounted 
to  £145,126,  an  a Venice  of  £11  163  I" r 
week,  as  compared  with  £11-815  per  week 
lor  tlie  previous  half-year,  and  £13,740  per 
week  for  tlie  corresponding  quarter  of  a«t 
year.  Tlie  decrease,  compared  with  In  t 
year,  was  18.75  per  cent.,  hut  this  was  more 
than  accounted  for  by  the  continued  lull  ill 
retail  prices.  The  coniniitti  e's  report  stat'd 
that  although  the  turnover  was  less,  owing 
to  the  fall  in  prices,  the  > , i.  ty  was  in»w 
selling  a milch  greater  qpnnlP.v  of  t;io**zri.'« 
and  provisions,  which  meant  that  tli 
hers  now  obtained  more  goods 
money.  There  was  alto  a steady  increase 
in  the  sale  of  milk.  The  ineiul-erthip  of  the 
society  was  still  on  tlie  increase.  Wild  mg 
i G . r.j i mi  ti...  chi  ..I  ill.-  iii.< 

share  capital  standing  to  the  m,  lit  of  mem- 
bers at  the  end  of  the  quarter  amounted  t.o 
£269,386.  an  increase  of  £6.533.  The  loan 
capital  stood  at  £12.134.  an  increase  "I 
£2j601  . - Owing  to  there  Icing  no  appre- 
ciable decrease  in  the  cost  of  building,  the 
committee  had  not  pro: ceded  with  the  new 
premises  in  London-mad.  Enfield.  Ihe 
mi t tee's  report  stated  tli 


for  le> 


the 


llliutc  s ivumi  -I....- - -----  , , ... 

jubilee  will  he  celebrated  on  July  13th.  14th. 
and  15th.  The  celebrations  would  inclujw 
an  exhibition  of  C.W.S.  |,r„d.i  tm-s  m the 
Co-operative  Hall,  a grand  parade  ol  to 
society'*  vehicles.  &c.  Donation-  were 
granted  to  the  amount  of  £26  16*. 


Southampton  Society  claims  that  >t« 
trade  has  been  maintained  on  the  groom 
that  the  decreased  each  turnover  «»®' 
pared  with  the  three  months  immediately 
previous  is  £6. >*4)9.  about  10  f*  r cent.,  or. 
compared  with  the  -corresponding  •Vl*£** 
Inst  rear,  a reduction  of  32  per  cent.  I '* 
reflects  the  general  reports  of  f 

are  published,  while  the  official  figure*  ot 
the  cost  of  food  claim  a reduction  ol 
per  cent. 
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Chapter  XXH. — The  Awful  Truth  ! , 

lx  n moment  there  was  the  wildest  con- 
fusion. All  sprang  to  their  feet,  and  many 
juslied  from  their  seats.  The  police  Hew 
fjirarils  tho  dais,  and  for  a time  pruide- 
iiiouiiini  prevailed.  The  din  was  tremen- 
dous, and  all  individual  sounds  were  mixed 
up  in  ji  general  uproar. 

At  last  it  was  seen  tliat  the  officers  of  the 
|, iir  were  succeeding  on  t lie  dais.  Tl*e  J.lVs, 
jion  were  seen  to  ho  rearranging  their  chairs, 
pieparntorv  to  repeating  themselves. 

Then  they  s rtw  a man  in  handcuffs  being 
liurt’iwl  unceremoniously  off  the  platform  by 
four  policemen,  a man  whose  previously  nn- 
preposst'sing  appearance  had  been  made 
infinitely  more  so. 

They  brought  him  into  the  clear  space  be- 
tween the  dais  and  the  seats  reserved  fur 
tlia’spectn tors,  and  there  waited  for  further 
orders  from  the  coroner.  Order  being  by 
this  time  restored,  the  presiding  officer  ad- 
dressed the  barrister,  and  asked: 

‘•Do  you  desire  to  examine  this  man  any 
further,  Sir  Lindley?” 

‘‘No,  Sir  James,”  was  the  calm  reply, 

' sp  f(ir  as  this  inquiry  is  concerned,  I have 
dune  my  duty.  I cannot  .conceive? how  tho 
jury  i ,iii  cojpe  to  any, .conclusion  btlfc  one.  I 
am,  quite  content, to  leave  the  case  for  juy 
clients  in  their  hands.” 

"Hive  you  any  other  evidence  you  wish 
to  bung  before  the  court?”  asked  the 
coroner. 

I scarcely  think  it  necessary,”  replied 
file  lawyer.  ” That  this  scarf,  or  sash,  be- 
long, to  my  client,  Miss  Leferier,  proves 
nothing:  whatever  against  her,  as  I can,  if 
you  <lc Mi.,  it,  call  abundant  testimony  show- 
ing, that  -die  was  constantly  in  the  habit  of 
{taring  it  on  t lie  seat  by  the  side  of  the 
n very  favourite  retreat  of  hers,  by  the 

l'i  doubtedly  it  i-,  the  article  with  which 
tlie  deceased  was  strangled.  It  has  been 
in  tne  water,  and  it  has  been  twisted.” 

The  coroner  took  t lie  sash  and  examined  it 
?ry  lawfully.  • 

"It appears  tojne,”  he  said  ’ that  it, lots 
win  twisted  by  a nian’fe  bands.  A great 
dwl  of  force  lias  been  used,  and  ft  corner  has 
Well  turn  off.” 

The  sash  was  passed  round  to  the  juiy, 
mul  while  they,’  were  examining  it  the  coroner 
wnt  on  to  say : 

"I  have  no  more  witnesses  on  my  list, 
mif  if  any  of  you  learned  geiitlenrm  desire 
■ e.ill  any  now  is  your  time.” 

-Mr.  C'urshaw  rose  at  once,  and  slid: 

1 1 do  not  consider  it  necessary.  The  jury’s 
Vmhrt  is  a foregone  conclusion.  I ought*  to 
fiilcl  that  my  client,  Mr.  Attercliffe.  desires 
'!!e  l"  s:|.v  that  h'.-  entirely  accepts  that  ver- 
l1".1-  vvt-ii  before  it  is  given.” 

Mr.  Hicdou  Uaslileigli,  on  behalf  of  the 
Mu.'  ud  nnioh  the  same  thing,  after 
''I'  ll  i lie  coroner  addressed  'J'rent  solemnly 
"1  erely. 

1 .'"'."•queiu.e  of  tho  charge  whielf  lias 

'Km  definitely  made  against  you  r have  per- 
.'°n  to  remain  in  court.  The  charge 
murder  must  stand  before  all  others. 


iSiYifce  of  D<y(>pclt>rtt/  ‘ 

* ft  "Pore e fain  /Romance  " efc. 


Though  you  ana  not  yet  under  arrest  on  ibat 
charge  you  are  a prisoner.  It  is  right  that 
you  should  hear  all  that  lias  been  alleged 
against  you,  and  it  is  right  that  you  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  replying, ’or  of  call- 
ing evidence  on  your  own  behalf. 

“ Th  spite  of  your  outrageous  conduct  I 
am  still  willing  to  hear  anything  you  may 
have  to  say,  or  Ir-stOn  to  any  evidence  vou 
may  wish  to  call.” 

II.v  this  time  Trent  had,  to  some  extent, 
8°t  ms  passion  under  control.  But  lie  was 
still  bitter  and  defiant. 

“ |t  doesn’t  matter  what  I say.  You1 
got  it  all  cut  and  dried  for  me.  You  want 
to  Jiang  me.  to  make  a scape-goat  of  me 
Justice?  English  justice?  It’s  a fraud 
sliam  ; an  hypocrisy. 

, . Evidence ? Pah!  I haven’t  a friend  in 
tins  hateful  old  country.  Why,  there  isn’t 
one  of  you  who  wouldn't  be  glad  to  put  the 
rope  round  my  neck  with  his  own  hands. 

“ w,»at  a mockery  to  ask  if  anyone  will 
say  a word  on  myo behalf.  Do  as  you  like. 
-Hang  me,  you  lovers-  of  blood.  Hang  me 
whether  I am  innocent  or  guilty.  Who  cares 
whether  I am  guilty  or  not?  Which  of  vou  ’ 
—liere  lie  turned  and  faced  the  spectators- 
‘ would  say  a word  to  snatch  me  from  the 
hangman’s  hands  ?.V„ 

Of  course  this  -hitter  outpouring  was 
merely  m the  nature  of  a vent.  He  did  not 
dream  of  anyone  ticking- up  the  challenge. 

But  someone  did  reply,  someone  of  whom 
the  audience  were  not  thinking.  Jt 
Julius  Cars  ha  1 ton,  . . 

Rising  to  h:«  feet— he  was  in  the  front 
row— he  lifted  his  ri£ht  hand,  and  cried  in 
a loud , olea  r voice : 

“ I will  speak  for  you.  T will  say  the  word 
that  shall  save' you  from  the  gallows.  Mr 
Coroner,  that,  man  is  innocent.  I killed 
Muriel  AtbStcIiffe !’,’ 

Sir  James  looked  and  felt  helpless.  He 
would  have  liked  to  hand  over  the  rev. 
gentleman  to  a doctor,  a brain  specialist. 
But  that  didn't  seem  possiblp  at  t lie 
moment.  So  he  said,  rather  woaklv: 

“ I am  afraid  you  are  not — er — so  well 
— er — we  could  wish;  Mr.  Ca -shill ton. 
Wouldn't— er—«ay  any  more  if  I were  you.” 

The  vicar  took  from  iiis  pocket  n small 
paper  packet.  This  lie  infolded,  and  from  it 
he  toe'-  - ... 


i the 


I:'J  Appointment  to  H.M.  the  King. 

Tlie  uume  of  Nestle’s  always 
stfinds  for  the  richest  milk 
and  perfect  purity.  Nestle’s 
-e,,rr  varies  in  quality — it 
has  aU  the  original 
Weam.  There  is  none  “just- 
as-good"  as 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

the  richest  in  cream 

ideal  milk 

(if  unsweetened  preferred)  1 s 

^et  the  contents  of  the  tin 
decide  your  choice — not  tlie-m 
price. 

at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 
^TLE'S.  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


brief 


unhesitatingly, 
replied 


took  a piece  of  red  silk,  five  ur  six  in.-hes 
length,  and  about  two  in  width,  one  edg« 
of  it  being  frayed,  as  if  it  had  been  torn  off 
something.  He  handed  it  to  the  coroner 
saving,  in  a perfectly  even  and  steady  voice: 

“ That  piece  of  silk.  Sir  James,  hn«  oceu 
torn  from  the  saslr  which  you  have  1 
front  of  you.” 

I here  was  a look  of  positive  horror 
eves  of  the  coroner  as  he  took  the  fr: 
of  silk  into  his  trembling  hand. 

M ith  a palpable  effort,  however,  he 
quickly  mastered  himself,  and  examined  the 
piece  of  red  stuff  carefully,  comparing  its 
colour  and  texture  with  that  of  the  sasli  in 
trout  of  him.  ]•  nially  he  adjusted  it  to  the 
corner  where  the  piece  had  been  torn  off  It 
fitted  exactly. 

Then  Sir  James  sat  up  straight  in  In's 
chair,  his  usually  florid  face  distinctly  pule 
and  his  expression  very  stern  indeed. 

“Swear  -the  witness,”  was  iii 
command. 

In  the  midst  of  a deathlike  stillness  the 
oath  was  administered,  and  CarshnUcm 
kissed  the  book  ... 
reverently. 

“ Proceed  as  you  will 
coroner  briefly  and  coldly.  " i suppose 
there  is  no  need  for  me  to  deliver  the  usual 
caution.” 

“ None  whatever,  sir.  I w ill  be  as  brief 
a>  I can  I must  speak  now.  I have  no 
choice.  Duty,  which  has  hitherto  sealed  n.v 
lips,  now  bids  me  open  them. 

■ bet  everyone  know  that  I h ire  not  held 
my  breath  through  fear.  J would  have  told 
t le  truth  at  the  very  first  if  it  Imd  not  been 
tliat  my  work  claimed  me.  work  tliat  was  in- 
finitely more  important  than  mv  own  peace 
of  muid.  ' 1 

“ But  that  work  lias  now  been  taken  from 
me.  and  I am  free  to  decide  as  I will  The 
conclusion  to  which  I had  come  when  I 
entered  the  court  this  morning  was,  that  if 
any  innocent  person  should  he  charged  with 
the  murder  of  this  girl  r would  tell  the  whole 
wretched  story  of  my  infatuation,  and  it- 
culminating  horror. 

•Yes.  infatuation.  It  is  not  light  that 
the  holy  word  * lovo  ’ should  be  debased  bv 
applying  it  to  man’s  selfish  passion.  I do 
net  wish  to  extenuate,  though  perhaps  I mav 
plead  that  1 overrated  mv  -stren  -iii 
-'-  Well  I fell  under  the  ..peiF  of  Muriel 
-A tten-liile.  Ft  is.  no  excuse  to  sav  that  she 
!t  *s  Excuse  for  a priest  of 
'tlie-LHitir.di  to  plead  that  she  was  wondruuslv 
-fnrr.i  All  I can  say  on  my  own  behalf  is  that 
I ' did’  struggle  witlfHhk  passion.  I h itod 
myself.  I feared  my  low  or  nature. 

" I never  sought  her  company,  f tried  to 

keep  aloof.  Yet  occasional! v we  ntet,  and 

,;uul — 'lie  read  my  secret.  I must  nut  speak 
ill  of  her.  She  was  a woman,  and  empire 
A»ver  the  beorta  of  men  is  dear  to  the  -.-x. 

“ So  much  by  wav  of  preface.  2*ow  for 
the  horror  itself.  I find  called  at  Ivv  Tower,,  . 
to  see  Lord  Llliiigwater  on  btisiacss  too-  ' 
netted  with  Framley  Parish.  He  pressed 


me  to  stay  dinner.  Mr.' and  Miss  Attercliffe 
were lere  IU  to  other  guests. 

• Dinner  over,  the  ladies  retired  from  the 
dining-room,  and  shortly  after  I went  also, 
as  I Had  to  visit  a sick  parishioner.  I was 
familiar  enough  with  Ivy  Towers  Park,  and 
the  loveliness  of  the  evening  tempted  me  to 
take  a otroll  through  the  grounds  towards 
tile  wood  - the  kike,  and  the  exit  which  I 
knew  to  he  just  beyond. 

“ I went  to  the  seat  beneath  the  tree,  and 
sat  there,  alone  with  my  thoughts.  There 
was  no  passion  in  my  soul  at  that  moment. 
It  W’at*  the  hour  for  high  aspirations  and 
communion  with  God! 

" And  yet.  in  an  instant,  the  blast  of  pas. 
sion  caught  “me,  and  dashed  me  from  lk?aven 
to  earth— nay,  more,  it  hurled  me  into  hell! 

Hie  sound  of  light  footsteps  awoke  me 
from  my  reverie.  1 looked  up,  and  saw 
Muriel  Attercliffe  approaching  me  in  the 
moonlight.  My  heart  bounded,  wildly, 
fiercely,  madly.  It  was  so  sudden,  so  un- 
dreamed of. 

“ She  saw  me,  came  towards  mi,  and 
seated  herself  beside  me.  I was  intoxicated, 
delirious. 

“Then,  as  she  leaned  towards  me,  her 
eyes  looking  into  mine  with  the  light  of 
exultation  iii  them,  a wave  of  hot  passion 
caught  me  ou  its  very  crest,  and  swept  a. wav 
every  vestige  of  my  self-restraint  and  self- 
respect  1 threw  my  arms  around  her.  and 
crushed  her  to  me  in  a mad  frenzied  embrace1 

“And  then  die  changed;  changed  from  the 
tearful  and  . confiding  girl  to  tho  hitter, 
taunting,  vengeful  woman. 

^e,  tore  Jlen?e,f  from  my  arms,  ami 
launched  an  avalanche  of  tauuls,  reproaches, 
ay,  and  of  threats  upon  me.  She  said  she 
would  denounce  me*  hold  me  up  to  loathing 
as  a recreant  priest.  She  said  a hundred 
things,  each  worse  than  that  which  had  gone 
betcYe,  and  each  goading  me  into  a pnioxvsm 
of  shame  and  wrath. 

At  last— -at  Inst— oh  God! — Lkriotv  not 
how  to  say  it — I caught  her  by  tho  two 
shoulders,  and— -and — hurled  her  from  me! 
It  was  only  a fierce,  wild  impulse.  I did  not 
mean  t'OTfill  then.  But  she  fell,  dipped,  and 
slid  inti  the  water.  ' ’ 

“ She  shrieked  out  one  word,  1 Murderer!’ 
And  then  I was  a murderer.  To  describe 
my  feelings  is  not  within  the  power  of  words. 

I felt  that  I was  lost.  I was  wrought  to  the 
yerge-—»ny,  beyond  the  verge — of  madness. 

I could  not  reason.  A thousand  devils  wore 
at  my  elbow.  They  said  that  I must  kill 
her,  cr  I should  be  damned  in,  the  eyes  of 
men,  as  I already  was  in  the  eyes  of  God 
There  was  safety  in  killing,  ruin  in  hull- 
killing. 

“She  was  in  the  water  at  my  feet,  fight- 
ing with  it,  and  dashing  it  away  as  it  washed' 
over  her  face  and  mouth. 

At  that  moment  I caught  sight  of  that 
red  thing  lying  just  beneath  the  seat.  I 
snatched  it  up,  aimlessly  I swear.  I bent 
over  her — again  I swear  I know  not  what  was 
in  my  heart.  But  ns  she  looked  into  my  face 
look  of  unspeakable  hatred  and-  Ir.itlidig 
came  into  her  eyes.  That  look  settled  lid- 
fate.  ft  made  a murderer  of  me  indeed ! ’ 

An  awful  fury  gripped  me.  I held  that 
thing  m my  hands.  In  a moment  it  was 
done.  I had  drawn  it  round  her  throat,  f 
had  drawn  it  tight.  I had— T had— oh  God! 
The  brand  of  Cain  was  upon  me!” 

As  Julius  Carshalteai  finished  he  reeled, 
ond  fell  backwards  down  tlie  steps  on  to  the 
floor  of  the  court.  And  lie  did  not  rise 
again! 

Chapter  XXIII. — Horace  and  Naosh  Give 
Evidence. 

Almost  as  the  stricken  priest  fell,  half-a- 
dozen  stalwart  policemen  sprang  to  his 
assistance.  Finding  him  senseless,  they 
lifted  him  and  carried  him  into  an  adjoining 
room,  two  or  three  doctors,  who  chanced  to 
he  among  the  spectators,  quickly  following 
them. 

After  the  lapse  of  a minute  or  two,  one 
of  the  latter  came  out.  and  had  a short 
whispered  conversation  with  the  coroner,  at 
the  conclusion  of  which  Sir  James  rose  and 
addressed  the  court. 

“ f am  informed,”  he  said,  very  gravely, 
tliat  the  Rev.  Julius  C'arshalton  is  in  a 
very  precarious  state,  and  the  doctors  de- 
cline to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  result 
of  this  seizure. 

‘ It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  good 
prolonging  this  most  painful  inquiry. 
After  this  dramatic — aye,  and  awful— con- 
fession. it  seems  a mere  waste  of  time  to 
sum  up.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury— you  can 
give  but  one  verdict. 

“That  the  confession  to  which  we  have 
tened,  utterly  undreamed  of  ns  it  must 
ave  been  by  even-one  iu  this  court,  is  true. 

I think  there  can  be  no  doubt.  This  piece 
silk  which  he  handed  to  me  was  torn  from 
the  scarf  during  the  awful  moments  of  the 
actual  murder.  It  is  proof  complete, 
unanswerable. 

“ But  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a favour- 
able .moment- to  invite  further  statements 
from  two  people  who  have  played  a promi- 
nent part  in  this  tragedy.  1 mean,  of 
course.  Mr.  Horace  Despard  and  Miss  Naomi 
Leferier. 

On  the  previous -occasion  each  declined  to 
•peak.  Doubtless  both  were  labouring  under 
some  very  natural  mistake.  But  I doubt 
ot  that  they  are  willing  to  speak  now. 
Therefore  l invite,  first,  Mr.  Despard,  and 
then  Miss  I/eferier,  to  tell  the  conn  ail 
they  really  know  of  this  most  shocking 
ffnir." 

Without  a moment's  hesitation  Horace 
ent  to  the  witness  stand,  took  the  oath, 
nd  said  : — 

Mr.  Coroner,  a few  words  will  make  it 
all  dear  on  toy  part.  On  that  eventful 
ight,  when  I left  the  drawing-room  1 was 
t very  excited  state  of  mind.  Of  Uiat  I 
not  wish  to  speak.  But  I knew  that 
'Xiiert*  had  been— er — well,  to  put  it  diplo- 
atically — strained  relations  between  Mias 
Attercliffe  and  Miss  Leferier, 


*!  1 was  uot  thinking  of  anv  pos-dhle 
serious  results.  But  I knew  time* there  was 
every  chance  of  an  open  quarrel.  Not  seeing 
eulier  of  them  when  I Iwd  left  the  house 
1 "allied  onwards  m tho  direction  of  the 
nood  and  tho  lake,  knowing  that  the  latter 
was  a favourite  retreat  of  .Miss  Leferier' s 

' 1 reached  the  wood  and  tho  lake  cmlo- 
fo1?,',.  f"Vri“  !»  1 walked  over 

to  the  seat,  which  has  been  so  often  men- 
tioned in  this  case.  And  then,  as  1 looked 
down  into  the  water.  1 saw-it  nearly  f ore 
W blood  at  the  t.me-the  body  of  a woman 
just  below  the  surface. 

cll‘‘I  fS[fc  »w»d  faint*  as  you  may  l.o 
sure.  But  l mastered  mv  weakness  ami 
Going  dou  i.  on  to  my  ki^.  I nlungud  mv 
hands  into  tho  water,  and  partly  drew  tho 
body  out. 

. i It  .nML"i  1 h“*  Sut"-,'«1  it  would  prove 
to  bo  the  body  of  .Miss  Attercliffe.  It  was 
horrihe  frightful.  But  what  was  non,, 
(rightful  and  horrible  to  me  than  all  duo 
was  to  see.  tightly  tied  round  her  throat 
Le?er1erSaSU  " ll,th  1 ktleu'  belonged  to  Miss 

“Sir,  horrified  as  I was  at  the  awful’ 
tragedy  which  had  been  enacted,  I was 
horrified  still  more  at  the  still  sin, re  awful 
possibility  of  what  might  follow.  The  scarf 
was  proot— damning  proof,  it.  seemed  to  mo 
—as  to  yho  had  committed  the  crime 
\Uien  the  body  should  be  discovered  by 
others  the  same  awful  evidence  of  guilt 
would  be  made  evident  to  them. 

AY  ell , sir,  this  is  mv  confession— mv 
avowal  I should  Sqy.  I determined  to  d,.1- 
stro.v  that,  evidence.  And  so  I took  tho 
scart  from  the  dead  girl's  throat.  When  1 
had  done  so  I let.  the  body  slide  hack  into 
the  water. 

“ Then  I ran  from  the  spot  as  if  it  were 
haunted.  1 was.  dazed,  semi-conscious 
almost.  When  1 got  back  to  the  castle,  and 
had  found  my  way  to  mv  own  room,  1 
sea  relied  lily  pockets  for  the  scarf.  It  was 
not  there.  Of  course,  L bad  .dropped  it 
somewhere.  I did  not  sleep  that  night,  and 
f have  had  little  sleep  since.  I think  that 
Is  all  1 have  to  say,  sir.  Have  you  any 
questions  to  ask  me?” 

“One,’’  said  the  coroner  gravelv,  “and 
that,  perhaps,  is  hardly  necessary.  Did  vou, 
on  the  last,  .occasion,  refuse  to  make ’any 
statement  lor  tear  of  incriminating  Miss 
Leferier?” 

Horace  bowed  assent. 

“ Knowing  that  by  so  doing  suspicion 
might  fall  upon  yourself  ?” 

“ Yes.”  answered  the  young  man  briefly. 

I was  better  able  to  face  the  consequence's 
than  she.” 

You  may  stand  down.  Mr.  Dcspard,” 
said  the  coroner.  “ You  committed  a legal 
offence,  but,  as  men  and  women,  wo  must 
condone  it.  Miss  Leferier.” 

[to  he  concluded.] 


A deputation  frtm  the  I’ai  li  nnentary 
Committee  -waited  oil  Lord  On  .low  at  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  on  Wednesday  this 
week,  with  regard  to  tho  proposed  sir  pen- 
sion of  the  operations  of  the  .Milk  and 
Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  191'). 


TH3  CO-OPERATIVE  COLLEGE. 

SCHOLARSHIPS  OFFERED 
FOR  SESSION  1922-23. 

The  Central  Education  Committee  ore  able  to 
offer  THREE  SCHOLARSHIPS  tenable  at  the 
College  during  the  session  1 922-23. 

The  “ Pioneer"  Scholarship,  value (,100. 

The  " Infans  ” Scholarship,  value  f^o. 

The  " K.  P.”  Scholarship,  value  £;<>. 

Further  particulars  and  forms  of  application 
can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood,  Sec- 
retary. Education  Department,  Co  operative 
Union  r,td.,ITolyoake  ITouse,  Hanover  Street, 
Manchester. 


Co-operative  Union  Ld. 

Education  Department. 

All  applications  for  the  following  should  be 
sent  in  as  early  as  possible. 

1.  — Co-operative  Summer  Schools. 

ADULT  AND  JUNIOR. 

Schools  at  Ayr,  Scarborough,  Park  gal  e, 
Folkestone,  Mitcheldean,  Plymouth,  Abbey 
Wood,  and  BriercIilJe  (Burnley), 

2. — International  School  at  Brussels, 

July  22nd  to  August  5th. 

3. — Summer  Tour  to  Scotland,  August 

12ih  to  August  26th. 

First  Week : Edinburgh  as  Centre.  Ex- 
cursions to  St . Andrews,  The  Trossachs, 
Eoch  Long  and  Loch  Lomond,  and  a day 
in  the  Highlands. 

Second  Week  : Fort  William  as  Centre.  Ex- 
cursions down  the  Caledonian  Canal  to 
Fort  Augustus,  to  Oban,  to  Cien  Nevis, 
and  the  Isle  of  Skye. 


Circulars  giving  full  particulars  may  be  had 
on  application  to  Mr.  C,  E.  Wood.  Co-opfrajjvje 
Union  Utd.,  Ho!> cake  House,  Hanover  Street, 
Manchester. 


is 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Useful  Recipes 


HERE  are  a few  simple  recipes  which  we  recommend  house 
wives  to  keep  by  them,  with  a view  to  early  translation  into 
puddings  for  the  delight  of  the  household.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  SUTOX  IS  AN  IMPORTANT  IN- 
GREDIENT in  them  a 1.  This  SUTOX  is  beef  suet 
terilised,  refined,  and  made  into  a ready-for-use  form  at  theCAV.S. 
Margarine  Works,  Higher  Irlam.  It  is  a REAL  CO-OPERATIVE 
SPECIALITY,  end  will  be  found  much  cheaper  in  use  than  butcher's 
suet.  It  is  free  from  all  tissue,  impurity,  and  moisture,  and 
SHREDDED  READY  FOR  COOKING.  To  prevent  the  grains 
from  clogging  some  rice  powder  has  been  added. 

In  actual  use  a I-lb.  packet  cf  SUTOX — which  can  be  obtained  at 
any,  end  every,  co-operative  store  in  the  kingdom  (and  at  co-operative 
stores  only) — contains  the  equivalent  of  nearly  2-lb.  of  raw  suet  for  the 
price  of  a little  above  I-)b.  SUTOX  contains  ro  preservative,  and  will 
pul  "life"  into  puddings,  thus  providing  the  houstwife  with  a really 
economical  and  deligh  ful  addition  to  her  kitchen  stocks, 


PUDDING. 

A good  pinch  each  of  grated 
nutmeg,  ground  clover, 
ground  cinnamon,  and  salt. 

1 teaspoonful  C.W.S.  baking 
powder. 


Recipe  No.  i, 

COLLEGE 

3oz.  Shredded  Sutdk. 

4oz.  b fetid cr,unTbs. 

2oz.  &l'ch  currants  and  sul- 
tailn?,  cleaned  and  picked. 

2oz.  sugar.' 

2 eggs. 

Thorough))'  "ell  mix  all  the  dry  ingredients  together,  add 
the  eggs,  previously  well  beaten,  and  stir  until  thoroughly 
mixed.  Pyt  the  mixture  into  well-lnittered  dariol  moulds, 
and  •either  bake  for  about  twenty-five  minutes  or  steam 
thirty-five  minutes.  Serve  with  a good  wine  or  brandy  sauce, 
or,  where  this  is  objected  to,  with  plain  custard. 

Recipe  No.  2. 

GOLDEN  PUDDING. 


4uz.  Shredded  Sutox.  Jib.  C.W.S.  marmalade. 

Jib.  breadcrumbs.  Jib.  sugar. 

Stir  well  .and  mix  all  the  ingredients,  moisten  with  two 
eggs  well  beaten,  and  put  into  mould  or  buttered  basin. 
Cover  with  a floured  cloth,  and  steam  for  two  hours.  When 
served  it  is  to  be  turned  out  and  a little  sifted  sugar  sprinkled 
over  the  top.  Use  a little  milk  to  help  the  egg-s  to  moisten 
the  pudding. 


Rcnpe  No.  3. 

GINGER  PUDDING. 

4oz.  Shredded  Sutox.  1 teaspoonful  C.W.S.  baking 

12oz.  flour.  powder. 

T2oz.  treacle.  J pint  milk. 

1 tonspoonful  ground  ginger.  Salt. 

Mix  the  flour,  suet  (C.W.S.  Shredded  Sutox),  ginger, 
baking  powder,  and  a good  pinc  h of  salt  well  together.  Stir 
in,  the  tioadle  and  milk.  Turn  the  mixture  into  a well- 
greased  basin,  and  cover  with  a greased  paper.  Steam  for 
about  two  hours,  and  serve  with  custard,  cornflour  sauce 
jr  sweet  melted  butter.  It  may  be  boiled  instead  of  steamed, 
but  it  is  much  lighter  cooked  by  the  latter  method. 

Recipe  No.  4. 

COTTAGE  PUDDING. 

djoz.  Shredded  Sutox.  4 tabkespoonsfuls  miik. 

^oz.  flour.  J teaspoonful  cream  of  tartar. 

4cz.  raisins,  stoned  and  J teaspoouful  carbonate  of 

halved.  soda. 

4oz.  sugar.  Salt. 

1 egg- 

Mix  the  flour,  suet  (C.W.S.  Shredded  Sutox),  raisins, 
sugar,  cream  of  tartar,  and  a m>od  pinch  of  salt  together’ 
Dissolve  the  soda  in  the  milk,  add  it  to  the  well-beaten  egg, 
mix  well,  and  stir  into  the  dry  ingredients.  The  mixture 
must  be  rather  stiff,  but  at  the  same  time  thoroughlv 
moistened.  Turn  into  a greased  Yorksliire  pudding  tin,  and 
bake  in  a moderate  oven  from  thirty  to  forty  minutes.  Cut 
:he  pudding  into  squares  after  dusting  it  over  with  white 
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CIk  Co-operatiue  Items 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  " News " should  be 
addressed  “ THE  EDITOR."  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News  " should  pc  addressed  to  “ THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

SATURDAY.  JUNE  24,  1922. 


THE  WOMEN  IN  COUNCIL. 


the  delegate-  will  return1  l|>  Rl|i-y  v.iri.ms  homes  and 
make  it  their  business,  under  the  inspiration  "i  the 
enthusiastic  Congress  which, ifecy  have  just  left,  to  sa 
on  foot  such  a campaign  for  co-operative  trade  and  fur 
the  propagation  of  co-operative  thought-  as  will  hrim* 
the  people  of  this  country  nearer  to  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  than  they  have  ever  been  before. 

One  word  which  we  would  like  to  sny  in  conclusion 
is  that  the  originality  of  presenting  Mi>s  Davies  and 
Miss  Harris  with  “ The  Freedom  of  the  Guild”  is 
one  of  those  little  touches  of  genius  which  make',  the 
Guild  movement  interesting  as  well  as  useful. 


A NE\y  CONSTITUTION. 


It  is  an  essential  of  democracy  that  encouragement 
should  be  given  to  seif-governing  organisations,  demo- 
cratically organised  to  develop  and  extend  co-operative 
thought.  I11  the  first  rank  of  such  organisations  in 
the  co-operative  movement  comes  the  Women’s  Guild1, 
which  has  held  its  Congress  at  Portsmouth  this  Week. 

Usually  fortunate  in  its  choice  of  a President,  the 
Guild  this  year  has  reason  to  congratulate  itself  01) 
having  had  Mrs.  Dewsbury,  who  has  been  brought  up 
in  an  environment  of  democratic-  thought,  and  who  has 
during  the  past  year  displayed  all  the  attributes  of 
leadership  in  a well-marked  fashion. 

An  organisation  with  1,002  branches  and  upwards  of 
51,000  members  is  an  invaluable  adjunct  of  what  after 
all  ought  to  be  the  greatest  instrument  of  voluntary 
effort  which  the  workers  have  conceived;  or,  as  the 
author  of  a book  published  within  the  past  fortnight 
describes  it,  “ the -greatest  and  most  hopeful  of  all  the 
creations  of  the  workers.”  ' 

Those  who  read  the  report  of  the  Guild  Congress  : 
appearing  In  this  issiw  niust  recognise  that  the  women 
of  the  movement  take  no  narrow  or  sectional  view  of 
their  responsibilities  and  obligations. 

The  President  of  the  Congress  (Mrs.  Dewsbury)  secs 
in  the  movement — and  no  doubt  expects  others  to 
see  in  the  movement — a remedy  for  the  evils  from 
which  the  wot  king  classes  suffer;  and  we  wish  that  the 
whole  working-class  population  of  the  country  could 
only  be  made  to  realise,  as  she  hoped  they  would 
realise,  that  ‘he  co-operative  movement  is  the  means, 
and  the  effective  means,  to  “ a fuller,  better,  freer  life 
for  all,”  where  contented  people  live  in  concord  with 
other '’nations,  and  where  peace  and  co-operation  will 
lake  the  place  of  strife  and  competition. 

Let  us  review  co-operative  history  as  we  will  and 
in  what  spirit  we  will.  We  shall  be  driven  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  the  greatest  inventiveness,  and 
its  greatest  activity  is  directly  traceable  to  the  volun- 
tary service  of  willing  workers  such  as  are  comprised 
in  the  guilds  and  other  agencies,  which  have  grown 
up  and  have  been  fostered  under  the  parental  care  of 
the  movement,  prompted  by  its  ideals  and  impelled  to 
zeal  by  the  goal  to  which  co-operative  effort  inevitably 
heads. 

It  is  perl  taps  a pity  that  so  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Congress  was  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the  principle 
already  decided  upon  by  the  Brighton  Congress  in  re- 
spect to  the  need  for  a daily  paper  representing  the 
workers.  We  know  our  indebtedness  to  the  guilds  for 
much  of  the  success  that  has  attended  the  enterprises 
of  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society  and 
the  Newspaper  Societies  which  preceded  it,  but  we 
regret  that  the  Guild  Congress  had  not  the  same  faith 
in  itself  and  in  the  movement  as  the  Brighton  Congress 
had.  The  co-operative  movement  has,  throughout 
its  whole  experience,  been  compelled  to  recognise  that 
it  must  depend  upon  its  own  efforts,  and  that  if  it  does  j 
not  succeed  in  those  efforts  it  need  look  for  help  no- 
where else.  We  have  always  done  our  best  to  fjivc 
the  women  of  the  movement  a platform  for  the  expres- 
sion of  their  views.  We  have  done  so  when  few  other 
organisations  were  prepared  to  give -them  a platform, 
and  we  shall  continue  to  give  them  the  fullest  scope  I 
that  our  resources  allow.  Already  they  have  two  pages  j 
of  their  own  in  the  “ Co-operative  News.”  They  have  I 
a magazine  of  their  own  once  a month,  and  with  c-n-  j 
couragemeni  from  the  women  they  shall  have  that  ; 
magazine  once  a week ; but  other  organisations  are  1 
clamouring  for  space  in  the  “ News,”  and  our ' 
ambition  is  to  satisfy  them  all. 

Than  the  women  nobody  knows  better  the  effect  of . 
unemployment,  the  terrible  sacrifices  that  war  has  i 
upon  the  family,  the  need  for  securing  the  neccs-  , 
saries  of  life  at  the  lowest  possible  cost  compatible  j 
with  the  projjer  discharge  of  the  consumers’  obligations 
to  the  producer,  and  the  penalties  imposed  upon  the 
people  by  ihe  selfish  aspirations  not  only  of  capitalist 
trading  concerns,  but  of  Governments  bound  to  them, 
and  on  these*  questions  the  Congress  at-  Portsmouth 
showed  the  women  to  he  thinking  along  progressive  1 
lines.  A plain  inference"  from  the  decisions  of  the  J 
Congress  is  that  the  present  system  which  controls 
trade,  induslrv,  and  Government  is  wrong,  root  and  ! 
branch,  ami  must  be  replaced  by  a co-operative  system  1 
which  conti  mplafres  the  welfare  of  society  as  a whole  I 
and  not  simply  the  welfare  of  that  section  of  society 
which  hitherto  has  had  little  to  complain  of. 

The  resolutions  adopted  at  Portsmouth  will  have  a 
stimulating  effect  upon  the  work  of  the  guilds  through- 
out the  country.  They  will  have,  we  hope,  a stimu- 
lating effect,  particularly,  upon  the  efforts  of  the  guilds 
to  improve  the  trade  of  co-operative  societies.  If 
that  involves  an  improvement  of  the  business  methods  j 
of  societies,  it  will  be  all  to  the  good,  and  we  hope  that  j 


There  are  some  interesting  features  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Irish  Free  State,  the  text  of  which  was 
published  last  week.  Mr.  Churchill  and  other  British 
representatives  who,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  haw- 
scrutinised  the  draft,  lmv£  admitted  that  the  text  of 
the  proposed  Constitution  is  in  harmony  with  the  An'glof 
Irish  Treaty.  That,  of  course,  does  not  bind  the  House 
of  Commons  to  its  acceptance  in  detail  7 hut -if  it  con- 
forms to  the  treaty,  it  is  difficult  to  see  on  what  ground $ 
Parliament  could  refuse  to  recognise  it. 

The  great  advance  made,  from  a British  point  of  view, 
is  that  the  Irish  representatives  who  have  framed  this 
Constitution  have  included  the  formula  that  the  " Irish 
Free  State  is  a co-equal  member  of  the  British  Common- 
wealth of  Nations.” 

Under  the  Constitution  Ireland  will  no  longer  be  a 
subject  state  governed  by  a Parliament  in  which  the 
English  vote,  with  or  without  the  aid  of  the  Scots  vote, 
predominates.  "All  powers  of  government  are  derived 
from  the  people  of  the  State  " ; men  and  women  have 
equal  rights  ; the  right  of  free  speech  and  assembly  is 
guaranteed  for  purposes  not  opposed  to  public  morality. 
Free  elementary  education  is  a constitutional  right. 
Government  is  by  a Parliament  of  two 'Chambers.  For 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  all  men  and  WQiiicn  above 
twenty-one  years  of  age  have  a vote  ; and  the  Propor- 
tional Representation  System  is  adopted.  The  Second 
Chamber— the  Senate — consists  of  persons  above  the 
age  of  thirty-five  years  who  have  done  honour  to  the 
nation  by  reason  of  useful  public  service,  or  who,  because 
of  special  qualifications,  represent  important  aspects  of 
the  nation’s  life.  Each  university  has  two  representa- 
tives in  the  Senate,  but,  apart  from  these,  the  Senate  is 
to  have  fifty-six  members.  A Senator  is  elected  for 
twelve  years  (a  Deputy  for  four),  but  one-fourth  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate  are  to  be  elected  every  three 
years  from  a panel  containing  three  times  as  many 
qualified  persons  as  there,  are  members  to  he  elected. 
Two-thirds  of  the  candidates  on  the  prtflel  are  to  he 
nominated  by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies*, -urid  one- third 
by  the  Senate  itsdf ; but  the  electorate  for  the  Senate 
comprise  all  men  and  women  above  the  age  of  thirty  ; 
P.R.  is  also  adopted  for  the  elections  to  the  Senate,  And 
there  is  one  electoral  area  comprising  the  whole  country. 

The  relations  between  the  two  Houses  are  to  he  much 
the  same  as  in  this  country — the  Deputies  have  exclu- 
sive control  over  money  bills.  The  King’s  representative 
is  to  be  a Governor-General  on  the  Canadian  model,  hut 
he  is  to  be  appointed  on  the  advice  of  the  Irish  Cabinet 
or,  as  it  is  to  be  called,  the  Executive  Council  Parlia- 
ment is  to  control  the  armed  forces  allowed  under  the 
treaty  ; and  the  Free  State,  except  in  the  event  <>f 
invasion,  cannot  be  involved  in  war  without  the  consent 
of  its  own  Parliament.  Borrowing  from  the  Swiss 
model,  the  draughtsmen  of  the  Irish  Constitution  pro- 
vide for  a referendum  of  the  whole  people  to  accept  or 
reject  special  legislation  passed  by  the  Parliament,  hut 
no  such  referendum  is  to  apply  to  any  legislation  which 
botli  Houses  agree  to  be  essential  to  the  State. 

Anxieties  often  felt  with  regard  to  Ireland  are  set  at 
rest  by  the  provision  that  freedom  of  conscience  and 
religion  are  inviolable  rights  ; and  no  law  may  be  made 
to  endow  any  religion,  place  any  restriction  upon  the 
practice  of  any  religion,  or  to  impose  any  religious 
disabilities  whatever. 

It  is  especially  worthy  of  note  that  the  new  Constitu- 
tion is  spoken  of  in  terms  of  the  highest  appreciation  by 
Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  the  president  of  the  I..A.G.S  Sir 
Horace,  in  religion,  is  one  of  the  minority  in  Ireland. 
In  politics  he  was  formerly  a Unionist.  He  told  a ' .Man- 
chester Guardian  ” representative  that  " the  committee 
who  drafted  the  Constitution  have  done  a notable  service 
to  the  political  thought  not  only  of  the  Irish  people, 
but  also  of  all  the  free  nations  with  whom  their  pleni- 
potentiaries have  agreed  that  they  should  be  associated. 
With  reference  to  the  appalling  conditions  prevailing, in 
the  North,  Sir  Horace  observed  that  ” those  who  know 
how  the  present  situation  was  created  realise  that  only 
by  the  exercise  of  patience  and  toleration  can  it  be 
saved  ” ; but,  he  added,  “ the  end  of  the  chaos  is  in 
sight,  although  it 'may  he  ignorant  optimism  to  expect 
a sudden  complete  recovery  after  so  long  an  illness. 

The  elections  jiist  concluded  show  a greater  victory 
than  was  anticipated  for  the  treaty  party,  and  the  I’.K- 
system  of  voting  nas  justified  itself.  The  “ Coalition 
panel  for  Cork -would  have  yielded  two  members  for  the 
treaty*  and  two  against.  In  the  first  count  there  were 
over  24,000  vote’s  for  the  treaty  and  nearly  6,000  votes 
against.  Under  our  system  of  voting  those  6,000  would 
have  had  no  repro^mtation  in  Parliament  under  I K- 
thev  have  one  seat,  and  the  majority  has  three  seats. 
The  results  at  the  time  of  going  to  press  point  to  a 
majority  of  between  thirty  and  forty  in  favour  of  the 
Treaty’  solution. 
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HOW  TO  PUT  WORKS  ON 
FULL  TIME. 
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•THREE-WHEELER" 
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T„e  Midland  Furniture  Works. 

Dprino  the  first  quarter  of  the  current  year 
(hr  supplies  of  furniture' from  the  four  cabinet 


»riod  of  last  year.  This  was  a decrease  of 
411  per  cent.  At  the  Broughton  works  the 
decline  was  only  22  per  cent.,  and  an  improve- 
ment since  April  has  now  made  it  possible 
for  the  cabinet  works  there  to  be  fully  employed 
luming  out  furniture  for  co-operative  show- 
,00ms  and  co-operators’  homes.  At  the  de- 
mand of  the  sociejjieg  in  tire  Midlands  extensive 
,orks  were  acquired  some  time  ago  at  Bir- 
mingHam.  and  In  the  first*  three  months  of 
last  year  the  supplies  therefrom  were  nearly 
i'15,000,  whereas  in  the  corresponding  period 
nf  1922 they  fell  to  £9,305,  a fall  of  36  per  cent. 
The  equipment  of  the  works,  the  stocks  of 
limber,  and  the  designing  department,  are 
ill  on  the  same  high  standard  ; so  that  in 
style,  quality,  and  workmanship,  the  societies 
throughout  Derbyshire,  Staffordshire,  Notting- 
hamshire, and  the  Midlands  generally,  are  able 
to  obtain  co-operatively  produced  furniture 
in  ample  quantities  for  making  effective  shows 
in  furniture  departments.  The  works  could 
quickly  be  put  on  full  time  employment  if 
the  distributive  societies  within  the  area  of 
its  influence  would,  when  replenishing  stocks, 
give  first  attention  to  the  productions  of  their 
own  federation.  Now  that  the  turn  of  trade 
Kerns  to  have  come  in  many  districts,  there 
should  be  a welcome  revival  of  the  demand  for 
furniture.  Several  societies  are  adapting  the 

G"  eiplcs  of  hire  ml  i t base  to  develop' ‘their 
iturc  traeje,  and  already  the  results  have 
inspired  full  confidence  in  the  immediate  future. 
Whilst,  therefore,  the  ' furniture  factories 
belonging  lo  the  C.W.S.  are  able  to  meet  the 
demand,  the  committees  and  managers  should, 
their  part,  create  the  demand,  so  that  their 
own  Birmingham  works  can  be  fully  employed 

Gold  Medals  for  “ Federation  " Motor 
Cycles. 

Last  season  the  “ Federation  ” motor  cycles 
were  entered  in  several  national  trials,' and 
secured  awards  in  every  one  of  the  contests. 
In  these  competitions  it  is  often  the  practice 
ul  makers  of  machines  to  enter  several  motor 
eyeli's  in  the  hope  of  winning  one  or  two  dis- 
tinctions. This,  however,  has  not  been  the 
practice  of  the  C.W.S.  Motor  Cycle  Works  of 
lyseley,  Birmingham.  They  have  contented 
themselves  with  entering  one  or  two  machines, 
and  nave, succeeded , every  time  In  securingrone 
or  two  medals.  Recently  there  was  a big 
Loadon-Edinburgh  trial  of  motor  cycles, 
an<l.,n  V118  contest  two  “ Federation  ’’  motor 
cycles,  fitted  with  the  famous  J.A.P.  engine 
were  entered.  The  machines  were  driven  from 
Birmingham  to  London,  and  then  went 
straight  on  their  trial  to  Edinburgh.  From 
■to  Scottish  capital  they  were  then  driven 
»uth  again  to  Birmingham,  with  never  a 
teh  on  the  way.  The  awards  of  the  judges 
“Ue  now  been  made,  and  both  machines  have 
ta-n  awarded  cold  medals.  This  100  per  cent, 
rouiency  should  do  much  to  place  the  “ Fede- 
f1!'!  motor  cycle  in  the  front,  rank  of  such 
bines,  it  has  proved  . the  reliability, 
5E*  ,and  sPced  of  the  " Federation  ’5  ; 
mi,t  the  experience  of  the  users  has  shown 
wcconoimcal  running  from  the  point  of  view 
' petro1  consumption.  This  is  the  sixth 
aur  tl10  “ Federation  ” has  won 

J“’“c,tl0n  this  season.  In  the  Victory  Cup 
m ciu,]n  MaJc!'  obtained  one  gold  and 
Husi.i  1'  "lodal  : and  during  April  won  a 
SlI«er  medal  in  the  Arctic  trial  of  the 
first  pine  Cen^0f  l*ie  Auto-Cycle  Union  ; a 
biMn^Tn^,fica-t0  iu  lhe  Bloxwich  and 
M.C.C.  trial;  a silver  medal  in  the 
in  !R  Cup  competition  ; and  a silver  medal 
J ravers  cup  competition  on  Tyneside. 

C-W.S.  Three-Wheeler. 

^ rom  the  same  works  there  is  now  being 
d hi„rW  tbree-wheeler  of  good  design  and 
nuubT  . Rrad°  construction.  This  C.W.S. 

,i  1 should  meet  the  requirements  of 
tpling  low  run- 
mance  Qn  the 
*ith  ^ tiiree--yvheeler  is  fitted 

fnginp  Ail  ‘Ji"  o0  degree,  air-cooled-.!* A. P. 
ia,|  ,l  the.  parts  are  of  standard  tvpc, 
Wteminw*  comer  has  attracted  considerable 
(Ofnn1,.n'l  fT°,n  technical  journals,  which  have 
a lts  ahnple  design  and  thoroughly 
- construction.  The  CrW.S.  three- 
TS,Put  on  the  market  at  £150, 
’he  usi.Ii  °f  tbe  bood,  the  price  including  all 
w ofX  accessories.  As  a vehicle  for  the 
nsir„i  rVana?01's  wanting  to  get  quickly 
Lll’e  r branches  in  rural  districts,  the 
V ’ arl, I ; IT0 ' wr h ee-l e r should  prove  an  attrao- 
toxlem  10n  to  the  motor  equipment  of  the 
m co-operative  society. 


illOup  „.i  ■ctjuiicm 

"in.-  , Wauf  n hght  car,  coupling  h 

rcrtii  't,  "I4'1  lehablc  performance 
5 J , C.W.S.  three-wheeler  is 


"'OMEN 


was  elected  president,  AIrsj 
' iee-presideat,  and  Aliss  Allen 
Mrs.  Close  was  appointed  to. 
Guild  on  the  national 


< S GUILD  ELECTIONS. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

A short  Life  of  J.  T.  W.  Mitchell  is  to  be 
published  by  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  the 
writer,  Mr.  Percy  Redfern,  desires  to  include 
such  details  as  will  illustrate  not  only  the  -work, 
but  also  the  personality  and  character  of  the 
great  co-operative  leader.  At  present  there  is 
a dearth  of  such  material ; but  it  may  be  that 
old  co-operators  here  and  there,  beyond  the 


-£rof  the  C.W,S.  to  societies  were  £50.1171.,  ‘'“ch  ot  the  “““V  Inquiries  lie  has  already 
^compared  with  £86.098  in  the  corresponding  ' '.made,  retain  memories  of;  particular  acts  of 


the 


^be  Co-operative  Party,  and 
011  febo  Central  Education 
re  a|sn  ; -'ms-  Andrews  nnd  Mrs.  Adams 
ft-'hos  . ' PP°mted  as  the  Guild  represen- 
Wltteell,e  Trade  and  Capital  Campaign 


Mitchell’s,  illustrative  of  his  generally  devoted 
nature,  or  are  in  possession  of  letters  from  him. 
If  so,  Mr.  Redfern  will  be  grateful  for  any 
information  or  copies  of  letters,  addressed  to 
him  at  Bankside,  Mellor-road,  Marple  Bridge. 

Mr.  GEbRG-K  A.  Greenwood  writes  me  as 
follows  : “An  unfortunate  error  crept  into  my 
article,  ‘ My  First  Congress,’  under  the  above 
title  in  last  week's  issue.  Therein  I was  made 
to  say  : 1 I never  really  went  in  the  belief  that 
the  co-operative  movement  is  the  greatest  his- 
torical demonstration  of  the  capacity  of  the 
people  to  determine  their  own  destiny.’  What. 
I wanted  to  say,  of  course,  was  that  ‘ I never 
really  leaver  in  the  belief,’  &c. — a very  different 
thing,  and  more  in  keeping  with  the  truth.” 

Co-operators  in  the  north  who  remember 
the  late  Dr.  Rutherfqrd  (Newcastle),  who  was 
one  of  the  earliest  contributors  to  the  “ Co- 
operative News,”  would  notice  with  regret 
that  Colonel  J.  V.  W.  Rutherford,  one  of  the 
sons  of  the  grand,  old  man  who  did  so  much 
for  all  progressive  agencies  on  Tyneside, 
suffered  a sad  bereavement  last  week  by  the 
death  of  his  wife.  At  the  time  of  the  publica- 
tion of  the  jubilee  history  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” Colonel  Rutherford,  who  was  on  the 
Continent,  put  himself- to  considerable  trouble 
to  assist  the  editor  of  “ Our  Fifty  Years  ” 
in  connection  with  the  reference  to  the  late 
Dr.  Rutherford.  Colonel  Rutherford’s  resi- 
dence is  near  Darlington.  His  wife  was  a 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Walter  Scott  (Riding 

Before  the  editor  of  the  Nottingham 
“ Journal  ” retired  from  the  East  Notts 
election,  a leading  article  in  his  paper  an- 
nounced that  “ for  the  next  fortnight  the 


hand  that  directs  the  editorial  policy  of  this 
paper  willTpy  aside  the  pen  for  the  platform.” 
The  editorial  policy  of  most  papers  is  directed 
by  a head,  and'  I thought  hand  was  a-  mis 
print ; but  a head  could  not  lay  down  a pen 
unjess  the  owner  held  the  pen  in  his  ear. 
Even  with.*'  hand  ” the  announcement  doesn't 
work  out  right.  I have  heard  of  a hand  laying 
down  the.  pen  for  the  sword  but  never  for  a 
platform. 

The  reported  retirement  of  Lord  Sajvese, 
from  the  Scottish  judicial  bench  reminds 
‘/Co-operative  News  ” representative  of 
Li'  one  and  only  compulsory  appearance 
before  the  Court  of  Session.  He  had  r 
jiorted  a political  meeting;  the  Glpsgow 
“ Evening  Times  ” also  reported  it.  He  left 
out  certain  passages  in  a speech  which  nj: 
pcared  to  him  to  be  libellous;  the  “ Evening 
Times”  printed  these  passages  in  its  iepi 
and  was  sued  for  libel,  damages  being 
claimed  at  £1,000.  Mr.  Salvesen..  as  he  then 
was,  defended  the  action  ; but  the  “ News 
man — who  was  not  then  on  our  staff — wi 
annoyed-at  being  dragged  to  Edinburgh,  was 
secretly  overjoyed  because  the  “Times 
had  been  sued  for  printing  what  he  left  out, 
and  although  subpeened  for  the  “ Times/’ 
Mr.  Salvesen  speedily  dropped  him  like  a 
hot  potato. 

“ My  principal  point  is  this — can  you  hear 
- me  ? ” was  a speaker’s  remark  at  the  Women’s 
Guild  Congress  that  convulsed. 

The  authorities  Rave  given  a reword  of 
30s.  to  a man  who  found  two  bags,  which  con- 
tained £1,760,  which  had  fallen  unnoticed  from 
a mail  van.  They  cannot  give  Up  their  reck- 
lessness of  the  taxpayer’s  money. 

Out  and  About. 


GOVERNMENT  DEPUTATIONS. 

Official  reports  of  deputations  from  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Colonial 
Office  have  been  received,  but  owing  to 
pressure  on  space,  occasioned  by  the  Guild 
Congress,  publication  is  delayed  until  next 
week.  At  the  Colonial  Office,  in  tile 
absence  of  Mr.  Churchill,  the  deputation 
was  received  by  the  Hon.  E.  F.  L.  Wood, 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonics. 


MORE  CAPITAL  WANTED. 

SCOTTISH  SECTION  OF  N.C.P.S. 

MEETS  AT  GLASGOW. 


The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Scottish 
Section  of  the  National  Publishing  Society 
took  place  in  the  Assembly  Hall,  St.  Mungo 
Hails,  Glasgow,  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Thomas 
Adam  (vice-president  of  the  society)  was  in 
the  chair.  He  was  accompanied  by  Messrs. 
W.  R.  Allan  (S.C.W.S.),  R.  Rowbotham 
(managing  secretary),  and  A.  Hewitt  (direc- 
tor, English  section  of  the  society),  and 
the  other  .members  of  the  board. 

In  opening  the  business,  the  Chairmjui 
said  a number  of  the  directors  present  had 
to  retire  at  this  time  owing  to  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  rule  relating  to  the 
management  of  the  amalgamated  society. 
These  directors  had  given  long  and  faithful 
service  to  the  society,  and  the  work  they  had 
done  merited  the  best  thanks  of  the  dele- 
gates. He  moved  accordingly. 

Continuing,  lie  passed  in  review  the 
events  of  the  half-year,  referring  in  par- 
ticular to  the  death  of  the  editor-in-chief, 
Mr.  W.  M.  Bam  ford,  which  had  taken  place 
just,  after  last  meeting,  and  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  James  A.  Flanagan,  whose 
association  with  the  ” Scottish  Co-opera- 
tor ” lie  recalled,  as  Air.  Bamford’s  suc- 
cess!-’-. In  the  Scottish  office  a change  had 
been  made  by  the  appointment  of  a full- 
time secretary,  and  lie  had  to  congratulate 
their  old  and  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Adams, 
on  his  appointment. 

Auditor’s  Opinions. 

Air.  Higgar  (auditor)  reported  that  he  had 
audited  the  hooks  of  the  society,  and  had 
found  them  correct.  The  formation  ex- 
penses account  for  the  purpose  of  propa- 
ganda to  get  LTUO.UUU  of  share  capital  was 
now  closed,  but  tliev  were  still  some  way 
off  the  £100,000.  Ho  could  only  say  that 
if  they  desired  a daily  paper,  they  would 
require  a great  deal  more  capital  than  tliey 
jhutl.  and  lie  would  urge  them  to  go  back  to 
, tfieir  societies  and  start  an  effort  to  get 
that  capital. 

1 in  reply  to  a further  question  regarding 
the  auditor's  endorsement  of  the  balance 
sheet.  Air.  Biggnr  said  the  new  rules  pro- 
vided for  depreciation  on  original  value, 
while  the  depreciation  had  been  made  at 
nominal  value. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  machinery 
Irt  question  was  new.  and  10  per  ceut.  was 
.too  high  a rate  of  depreciation.  Since  the 
auditors  had  called  attention  of  the  board  to 
the  matter,  it  had  been  under  consideration 
ns  to  ho\\v  to  bring  rule  and  practice  into  i 
line,  nnd  the  matter  would  be  settled  before  I 


the  next  balance  sheet  was  issued.  The 
stability  of  the  society  was  not  in  question. 
With  this  Air.  Biggar  agreed. 

After  one  or  two  questions,  the  balance 
sheet  was  approved,  on  the  motion  of  Air. 
Gascoigne  (Progress),  seconded  by  Air. 
Downie  (Alungavie). 

The  Secretary  then  announced  the  result 
of  the  election  of  directors,  which  has 
already  appeased. 

A recommendation  by  the  joint  board  that 
the  sum  of  fifty  guineas' lie  subscribed  to  the 
international  testimonial  to  Sir  William 
Alaxwell  was  agreed  to  almost  unanimously, 
as  was  a further  grant  of  £1  to  the  funcls 
of  the  Scottish  Council  for  AVomen’s  Trades, 
after  Airs.  Tulloch  (St.  George)  had  ex- 
plained the  work  which  was  being  done  by 
the  council. 

A Delegate  suggested  the  publication  of 
standard  works  printed  on  cheap  paper  at 
a cheap  price,  and  the  Chairman  said  this 
would  be  considered  by  the  board. 

A short  address  by  Mr.  Hewitt  brought 
the  meeting  to  a close. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

’considerable  length  she  advocated  that  no 
encouragement  should  be  given  to  the  female 
tramp. 

Airs.  Gilmour  (Faflswortli)  seconded. 

Airs.  Baker  (East  Finchley,  and  a 
Guardian),  as  information  was  so  um-ertain, 
moved  the  previous  question,  and  this  was 
agreed  to. 

The  la  t resolution,  with  a multitude  of 
amendments,  was  on  old-age  pensions. 

Mrs.  Chatterton  (Hove)  moved  a new 
resolution  that  old-age  pensions  be  p.i3able 
at  sixty  instead  of  seventy  years  of  age. 

Ah'.  Slade  (Barking)  moved  an  amend- 
ment urging  pensions  for  p?ople  at  seventy 
irrespective  of  income  from  any  other 
soime. 

The  amendment  was  carried  unanimously, 
with  au  additional  amendment  providing 
that  the  pension  should  be  sufficient  to  main- 
tain a decent  standard  of  life. 

Competition  was  keen  between  Chelten- 
ham nnd  Cardiff  for  next  year's  C'ongre'S, 
.and  Cardiff  was  selected  by  326  votes  to  272 
votes. 

A special  meeting  brought  the  Congress 
proceedings  to  a close.  It  was  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  the  freedom  of  the 
Guild  to  Aliss  Davies  and  Afiss  Harris. 
Each  received  a beautiful  oxidi-ed  silver 
pendant,  with  allegorical  figure,  from  the 
Central  Committee,  banner  in  enamel, 
nnd  the.  Guild  motto  around.  To  Mi*-s 
Davies,  ut  addition,  was  presented  a testi- 
monial, subscribed  voluntarily  by  the 
members,  amounting  to  over  £700,  of 
whir  h a full  report  will  be  given  next 


W;  men’s  Guild  Congress. 

Continued  from  Pago  13. 
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Airs.  Prosser  (Gloucester),  also 
trate,  seconded.  Spying  he  , 
showed  the  law  was  ah  ass.  It  v 
bolical  -position.  lor  magistrates  were 
utterly  helpless  in  these  diuiu-i  . unliappi- 
uess^cusevs.  1 1 

lhe  resolution  was  unanimously  nppfbved. 
Women  and  the  Franchiso. 

Mrs.  Biggs  (Coventry)  moved,  and  Airs 
Burrows  (Erdington)  seconded,  the  loilow- 
mg  resolution,  which  was  carried: 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that 
urgent  propaganda  is  needed  to  create 
public  opinion  against  the  injustice  to 
women  n.  withholding  the  franchise 
until  the  age  of  thirty,  while  granting 
it  to  men  of  twenty-one. 

A suggestion  to  put  the  Airs.  .Jones  Guild 
Convalescent  Fund  i„  tj.e  C.W.S..  bank  was 

secretary.  M,SS  Webb  "a<  <-U>l-''tod 

HOUSING  SCANDAL. 

protes^  at  the  guild  congress 

EX-OFFICI A LS  HO  NO  l ' R ED. 

Portsmouth,  Wednesday. 
Iiie  first  busiueiss  ot  the  afternoon  was 
the  consideration  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  moved  by  Airs.  AUArd 
(Liverpool) : — 

That  this  Congress  calls  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment for  an  immediate  lowering  of 
the  rate  of  interest  now  being  paid  to 
holders  of  War  Bonds,  and  demands  a 
further  reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 
by  means  of  a levy  on  cayiital.  to 
relieve  tile-excessive  taxntiflif  do  food* 

. stuffs,  which  ’presses  so  heavily  on  the 
poorer  section  of  the  community. 

Four  shillings  and  eightpence  of  every 
pound  spent  in  groceries,  remarked  Mrs. 
AUArd,  was  if  or  taxation  on  War  Bonds 
and  the  National  Debt.  The  only  way  out 
was  a capital  levy.  A shilling  off  income 
tax,  which  most  of  them  wished  »\a8  dead, 
would  not  solve  the  problem. 

A rider,  which  read — 

And  recommends  that  taxation  be  one  of 
the  special  subjects  studied  by  the 
Guild  during  the  ensuing  year, 
was  moved  by  Airs.  Kani  (Yvenldstone), 
who  hoped  the  time  would  come  when  the 
holders  of  War  Bonds  would  nut  have  a 
penny  interest  on  them.  The  poor' alw  a\ s 
had  to  pay  most  every  time. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Houses  Little  Better  Than  Dog  Kennels. 

Airs.  Biggs  (Coventry)  then  moved  re- 
drafted resolution  on  housing.  The  reso- 
lution called  on  the  Government  to  reinovo 
restrictions  preventing  building  by  local 
authorities,  and  to  see  that  the  majority 
of  artisans'  houses  are  provided  with  three 
bedrooms.  It  also  urged  that  .'ligli  rents 
in  corporation  houses  caused  o.cmowding 
among  the  poor  and  unemployed. 

Airs.  Neal  (Aliddlesbrougb).  cronding 
said  that  they  believed  in  morality,  yel 
sons  and  daughters  even  up  to  twenty-on« 
years  had  to  occupy  the  same  bedrooms. 

Airs.  Page  (Hanley)  gave  appalling 
details  of  overcrowding.  She  kllen  . per- 
sonally, four  small  rooms,  for  instance, 
where  there  were  sixteen  people. 

Airs.  Butler  (Leeds)  said  they  must  let 
the  Government  know  that  houses  built 
under  their  scheme  were  little  better  than 
dog  kennels. 

The  taxation  of  land  values  .ins  Mrs, 
Barton's  theme,  illustrated  with  rare. 

Airs.  Baker  (East  Finchley)  moved  a 
rider  calling  on  the  Government*  to  tako 
empty  houses  where  needed  for  occupation. 
The  resolution  and  rider  were  (’allied. 

Airs.  Toyne  (Walsall)  moved  a resolution 
calling  for  the  extension  of  the  Rents  Re- 
striction Act  until  there  was  a better 
apply  of  houses  to  meet  the  demand, 

Mrs.  Adams  (Walsall)  seconded. 

The  resolution  \va«  carried,  only  ono 
oting  against  it. 

Mrs.  Edge  (Sparkhill)  introduced  a rider 
urging  guildswomen  to  link  up  with 
tenants'  associations  to  try  to  -lop  Jiousu 
profiteering.  Airs.  Edge  made  out  an  ex- 
cellent case. 

Airs.  Pegg  (Erdington)  secondc  I.  and  the 
resolution,  with  the  rider,  wa<*  adopted. 
Unemployment  and  the  Land. 

On  the  question  of  unemployment  and 
the  land  question,  the  Walthnmsto  i branch 
moved  that  the  Government  should  bring 
together  the  necessary  factors  ul  wealth 
production  — the  land  und  the  people 
willing  to  work — and  urged  Women’s 
Guilds  to  support  only  those  Parliamentary 
candidates  who  would  force  a solution  ot 
this  problem. 

Airs.  Paltry  (Walthamstow),  in  nhinutinu 
this  resolution,  pointed  out  that  there  w.-n 
plenty  of  land  if  only  it  could  be  .secured  l«r 
the  people,  especially  ex-s-  ldi  r-.  who  were 
going  round  with  barrel-organs. 

Mrs.  Leader  (Alaideuliend)  sfurnJwl.  and 
Mrs.  Redgate  (Derby)  urged  guililsw omen 
to  form  classes  on  the  subject  and  study  th« 
Co-operative  Union  pub!i»-ntioiic. 

Approval  of  the  re-olution  w.—  given. 

. Failsjvortii -brai'  b urged  ri lj:  tin  uiin:,i- 
moiis  reeommendjUi'.ns  th**  Vagrancy 
Committee  Report  of  19* Mi  r.  li  regard  to 
Women  (Sections  405-K)  should  be  giv.-.i  the 
line  of  law  as  soon' as  possible.  Mi  v P..-ice 
(Fail -worth)  stating  that  the  G»  w-rnmont 
would  not  make  any  move  nr  the  matter.  At 

[Continued  at  foot  of  previous  column.] 
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CO-OPERATIVE  FINANCE. 

A CAPITAL  REDEMPTION  FUND. 


THE  WEAKNESS  OF  CONGRESS. 

EXCESSIVE  HUSTLE  AND  INSUFFICIENT  DELIBERATION 


UNLOADING  THE  BURDEN  OF  INTEREST. 


A KETTERING  DELEGATE'S  VIEWS. 


THE  CONGRESS  PAPER  DISCUSSED. 


Mr.  George  Major  (vice-president  of  the  Brighton  Congress)  also  complains 
of  the  lack  of  facility  for  the  discussion  of  some  of  the  most  important  topics 
raised  at  Congress.  He  l«akes  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  Mr.  Riddle’s 
paper  here.  


Sir, — The  principal  feature  of  Mr. 
Riddle’s  Congress  paper  was  the  proposal 
that  societies  should  establish  a “ capital 
redemption  fund  ” for  the  purpose  of 
stabilising  capital,  and  securing  the  u<>o  of 
capital  free  of  interest. 

I am  inclined  to  think  that  the^serious 
defect  Mr.  Riddle  discovers  in  our  “system 
of  providing  capital,  by  means  of  capital 
withdrawable  practically  at  call,  is  largely 
exaggerated. 

Mr.  Riddle  gives  the  figures  relating  to 
twenty  societies  for  1920  and  1921.  These 
societies,  lie  says,  represent  20  per  cent,  of 
the  membership  of  the  movement.  Their 
share  capital  in  1920  was  £13,062,673,  and 
in  1921  £13,255,954,  a reduction  of 

£306,719,  or  only  2.2  per  cent.! 

The  year  1921  has  been  ah  abnormal  year 
in  the  matter  of  conditions  likely  to. develop 
demands  for  the  withdrawal  of  capital ; and, 
yet,  the  net,  withdrawal  .has  only  been  as 
shown.  A result  like  this,  coupled  with  our 
very  lengthy  aud  successful  experience 
previously,  justifies  the  conclusion  that  ir-  is 
easy  to  exaggerate  the  charge  of  instability. 

Mr.  Riddle  provides  a remedy  for  the 
‘ evil  of  interest.”  * This  remedy  is  the  pro- 
vision of  a “capital  redemption  fund,"  “to 
which,  would  be  allocated  an  agreed  per- 
centage of  surpluses  at  the  end  of  each 
accounting  period.”  Is  not  this  our  old 
friend  the  reserve  fund  under  another 
name? 

Ordinarily  a “capital  redemption  fund" 
is  provided  for  the  purpose  of  repayment  of 
principal.  Mr.  Riddle  cannot  mean  this;  lie 
must  mean  the  setting  aside  to  reserve,  out 
of  surpluses,  sufficient  -ultimately  to  equal 
the  subscribed  capital  used  in.  the  society. 

No  one  will  quarrel  with  the  recommenda- 
tion to  -=rt?t  .aside  adequate  reserves,  but 
the  recommendation  to  aim  at  securing  that 
all  the  capital  we  use  shall  be  reserve 
capital  is  rather  a tali  order. 

The  twenty  societies  Mr.  Riddle  takes 
used  in  their  businesses  capital  to  the 
amount  of  £10,533,042,  aud  Mr.  Riddle's 
objective  is  the  removal  of  this  liability, 
lu  tlie  ordinary  way  of  procedure  common  to 
most  societies  present  capital  liability  will 
be  removed  by  present  contributions  to 
reserve.  The  twenty  societies  have  removed 
one-tenth  of  their  liability.  But  for  Mr. 
Riddle’s  pipposal  to  be  of  any  use  we  must 
enormously  accelerate  progress.  May  I sug- 
gest that  he  probably  desires  that'  present 
capital  liabilities,  with  liabilities  likely  to 
accrue  in  the  intervening  period,  should  be 
covered  by  the  “ capital  redemption  fund  ” 
in  the  next  twenty  years.  By  stating  a 
period,  however  remote,  we  know  what  we 
iu-Q  up  against.  In  twenty  years  the  retail 
trade  is  to  toe  free  of  the  incubus  of  insta- 
bility and  the  burden  of  interest. 

Let  us  have  another  look  at  the  figures. 
Capital  liability,  £10,533,042;  profit, 
.£3,53(5.609.  To  clear  capital  liabilities  dur- 
ing the  next  twenty  'years  it  would  be 
necessary  to  allocate  to  the  ■*  capital  re- 
demption fund  " a sum  equal  to  10  per  cent, 
of  tlio  present  liability.  It  does  not  look 
sound  arithmetic.  The  allocation  of  10  per 
cent,  of  present  liability  means  the  alloca- 
tion by  the  twenty  societies  of  £1,053,304 
yearly  from  profits.  The  trade  of  the  twenty 
societies  for  1921  was  £10,209.551,  c*o  that 
it  would  bo  necessary  t0  take  from  profit* 
a sum  equa,  to  6d.  in  the  pound  on  present 
trade,  a sum  that  would  prcbablv  equal  Jd. 
in  the  pound  over  the  period. 

Can  we  do  this'  [ am  very  doubtful. 

One  of  our  largest  multiple  competitors 
has  recently  issued  its^balauce  sheet.  The 
-amount  paid  in  iuterest  is  equal  to  10. per 
cent,  on  the  whole  of  the  capital  used.  Now 
may  1 make  the  rather  daring  suggestion 
that  the  large  multip<e  firm  can  conduct  its 
trading  operations  on  expenses  no  greater 
than  those  of  co-operative  societies  and  that 
therefore,  the  advantage  to  the  co-opera- 
tive consumer  is  just  the  difference  between 
what  goes  to  capital  as  interest  in  the 
movement,  and  what  goes  as  interest  to  the 
multiple  shareholder. 

The  difference  tn  this  case  is  5 per  cent, 
on  capital.  What  do°*>  it  amount  to  on 
turnover  l'  On  its  £10.533.042  of  capital  the 
co-operative  ‘societies  would  pay  at  3 per 
cent,  roughly  £52<L6&5 ; tlie  multiple  fuin 
paying Tu-per  cent,  just  double  that  amount. 
Now  4£2l>,6d5:qu  i>f  „£ 4 0,209 ,551  is 

equal  to  slightly  over  3d.  in  the  pound, 


which,  if  the  argument  is  warranted,  is  the 
co-operative  consumer’s  advantage  over  the 
mult-iple  shop  consumer! 

I know  that  questions  of  capital 
sunk  in  goodwill,  &e.,  affect  the  argu- 
ment, but  I have  also  no  doubt  that 
the  co-operative  consumer’s  advantage 
against  the  multiple  consumer  is  slight, 
and  that  suoh  proposals  as  that  of 
Mr.  Riddle  would  destroy  it,  and  prr—  ildy 
Jfnvo  a very  prejudicial  effect  on  turnover 
and  development.  I have  dealt  only  with 
“capital  redemption”  aud  the  ret.iil  socie- 
ties. If  “capital  redemption"  is  a good 
thing  for  the  distributive  societies  it  would 
be,  of  course,  a good  thing  for  the  produc- 
tive and  wholesale  societies,  and  its  applica- 
tion thereto  would  enormously  increase  the 
difficulty  of  accomplishment. 

There  would  be  the'  certainly  of  a verj>1 
moderate^  dividend,  and  very  little  (if  any) 
ro-operative  consumer's  advantage.  Early 
attempts  , at  no-operation  collapsed  because 
they  showed  no  obvious  advantage  to  the 
consumer;  aud  we  should  be  careful  not  fo 
overload  the  movement  with  attempts'  to 
achieve  too  inuch  of  Mr.  Riddle's  ideal  fn  top 
short  a . jieriod.  We  must  keep  pegging 
away, making  the  best  contributions  circum- 
stances will  allow  to  reserve  fund--. — Yours 
faithfully, 

G.  Major. 


CO  OPERATORS  AND 
THE  PRESS. 

THE  UNION'S  VIEW. 

The  Co-operative  Union  News  Service  in 
its  circular  on  the  Brighton  Congress  makes 
reference  to  the  full  reports  contained  in 
the  "Co-operative  News"  and  the 
“Scottish  Co-operator,"  and  adds:  “Even 
daily  newspapers  owned  by  capitalists  and 
private  traders  poutniued  fair  reports  of  the 
chief  debates,  but  it  is  obvious  that  Congress 
proceedings  will  not  he  properly  reported 
until  co-operators  have  a daily  paper  of  their 
own.  . . The  fact  tlujfc  newspapers 

and  journals  opposed  to  co-operation  are  now 
obliged  to  publish  co-operative  newsjs  a *ign 
of  the  growing  importance  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  in  Britain." 

Dealing  with  the  resolution  relating  to  a 
daily  paper,  it  is  assumed  that  co-operators 
generally  now  realise  that  a daily  newspaper 
is  a co-operative  necessity.  " Co-operative 
officials  and  committeemen  kiio\v  how  neoo'- 
sary  it  is.  that  the  truth  about  co-operation 
should  be  published  in  the  daily  press,  for 
they  know  how  frequently  unfair  and  false 
statements  are  published  by  those  whose 
object  it  is  to  injure  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. In  fact,  every  reader  know6  how 
eager  some  newspapers  are  to  publish  infor- 
mation likely  to  damage  co-operative  socie- 
ties. If  a co-operative  society  happens  to 
have  a bad  half-year;  if  the  rate  of  dividend 
happens  tn  fall;  or  if  a society— is  fined  for 
any  technical  violation  of  the  law,  n score 
of  newspapers  quickly  declare  that  the  co- 
operative movement  is  in  a bad  way.  When, 
on  the  other  hand,  membership  grows,  trade 
increases,  and  dividends  rise,  tlie  same 
papers  do  not  say  a word,  although  their 
pages  are  full  of  information  about  tlie  pro- 
gress of  private  firms  and  manufacturers. 
Bemuse  of  this  strange  partiality,  co-opera- 
tors Imre  been  forc  ed  to  recognise  their  need 
of  a daily  newspaper.  Moreover,  the  Co- 
operative Party,  whufli  is  a national  body, 
dealing  with  national  affairs,  cannot  possibly 
address  the  public  through  the  columns  of 
newspapers  owned  bv  millionaires.  These 
reasons  have-  compelling  force  in  the  minds 
of  all  responsible  co-operators;  and.  as  a 
consequence,  the  delegates  present  at 
Brightou  passed  a resolution  whiili  Jt-Iaicd 
that  a * daily  poper  is  a necessity  for  the 
co-operative  movement  ’ and  that  such 
should  be  published  by  die  National  Co- 
operative Publishing  Society.  Ii  is  not 
likely  that  this  paper  will  appear  yet  awhile. 
Newspapers  cost  money,  aud  co-operntive 
societies  have  little  money  to  spare  at 
present.  Still,  the  decision  has  he»n  t;iken, 
and  if  all  oo-oporators  loyally  sup  port  the 
various-. co-operative  newspapers  .and  maga- 
zines already  published,  it  will  ere  long  be 
possible  for  the  Notional  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society  to  launch  a daily,  new spaper 
with  every  hope  qf  making  it  a sucecss.” 


The  following  letter  reflects  the  view's  of  a 
good  many  who  attend  Congress. — Ed., 
“C.  N."  

Sin, — We  have  been  reminded  on  many 
occasions  that  there  i<»  a great  danger  lest 
we  should  overlook  essential  facts  and 
emphasise  matters  of  minor  importance,  and 
it  is  to  a matter  of  vital  significance  which 
I desire  to  draw  attention. 

Wo  are  constantly  told  that  Congress  is 
the  Co-operators'  Parliament,  but  if  that  is 
the  case,  then  surely  considerably  more  time 
should  be  spent  on  matters  of  tremendous 
importance.  • . . 

The  co-operative  movement,  we  are  never 
tired  of  repeating,  is  wider  in  its  scope, 
greater  in  magnitude,  aud  more  comprehen- 
sive than  any  other  organisation. 

We  all  recognise  that  it  is  necessary  for  a 
large  amount  of  time  at  every  Congress  to 
be  allocated  to  members  of  the  Central 
Board  and  occupants  of  the  platform  repre- 
senting their  various  committees,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  moving  resolutions  and  elucidat- 
ing reports,  but  it  takes, up  so  much  time 
that  only  a small  number  of  the  rank  and 
file  are  able  to  take  pait  in  discussion. 
One  does  not  complain  of  the  apparent  mono- 
poly by  the  platform,  but  'surely  a reason- 
able allocation  of  time  should  be  made  for 
consideration  of  matters  of  paramount 
importance. 

The  time  allowed  for  tie?  adoption  of  the 
report  on  educational  matters  at  the  recent 
Congress  was  too  glaring  to  overlook.  No 
time  spent  upon  coiteideration  of  education 
can  be  regarded  us  useless,  involving  as  it 
does  the  entire  development  of  co-opera- 


WHOSE  SHORES  ARE 
THEY  ? 

THE  "ANNUAL  SPLASH"  BY 
PERMISSION. 

This  is  a sea-girt  isle,  aud  of  tbe  thousands 
of  holiday  folk  who  make  their  annual 
exodus  from  tlie  great  cities,  perhaps  90  per 
cent,  choose  some  seaside  resort.  One  of 
tlie  obvious  reasons  for  their  preference  is 
the  freedom  of  the  sea  shore;  where,  save 
for  the  dangers  of  the  incoming  tide,  they 
are  free  to  disport  themselves  and  wander 
as  they  list.  At  least,  so  the  majority  of 
them  would  think.  But  in  strict  law  they 
have  no  such  freedem ; nor  even  of  bathing 
in  the  sea.  For  one  hundred  -years  ago,  a 
full  panel  of  the  judges  of  the  King's  Beach 
promulgated  the  following  momentous 
decision,  that : “ The  public  have  no 

common-law  right  of  bathing  in  tlie  sea ; 
nor,  as  incident  thereto,  of  crossing  the  sta 
sliore  on  foot  or  with  bathing  machines  for 
that  purpose.”  So  that  it  is  always  open 
lor  the  owner  or  owners  of  land  that  adjoins 
the  sea  to  prevent  people  walking  along  the 
foreshore  at  low  tide,  although  this  forealioie 
may  by  nature  be  Accessible  to  the  public. 

One  of  the  main  reasons  given  for  their 
decision  by  the  judges  was  that  the  existence 
of  such  a right  in  the  public  would  be  in- 
compatible with  the  owner's  right  of  making 
a wharf  where  he  pleased.  One  of  the  four 
judges  on  the  Bench,  however,  dissented 
from  this  judgment,  remarking  that  “ free 
access'  to  the  sea  is  a privilege  too  important 
to  Englishmen  to  be  left  dependent  on  the 
interest  or  caprice  of  any  description  of 
persons." 

As  Mr.  Justice  Beet,  tlie  dissentient,  was 
only  one  in  four,  tlie  "majority  ruling  carried 
the  day.  and  is  *>till  law,  as  w*.is  clearly 
shown  in  1901,  when  a certain  Lord  of  the 
Manor  gained  an  injunction  against  certain 
London  boys  in  camp  bathing  off  “ bis  " 
shore;  the  said  injunction  being  upheld  on 
appeal. 

Of  course,  in  practice,  tlie  legal  point  is 
not  always  pressed ; nevertheless,  there  it 
is.  and  neither  you  nor  I,  drar  reader,  have 
any  inalienable  right, to  bathe  in  the  sea; 
and  a writer  in  the  “ Westminster  Gsifsettb  !’ 
suggests  that  a slight- amendment  of  a pro*- 
vision  in  the  great  Law  of  Property  Bill.’ 
now  before  Parliament^  giving  the  pnblf^, 
rights  of  access  for  air  (Ind  exercise  uv^r. 
certain  manorial  waste  k and  coniipup-.. 
would  restore  to  tlie  puMic  the  right  to  erosta  | 
the  seashore  and  to  bathe,  which  was  cafaenr  j 
away  from  it  one  hundred  years  ago  by-Tb*  I 
Court  of  King's  Bench  ; and  we  teed  ii'i  JTy 
say  we  are  in  hearty  agreement  with  the1  | 
suggestion. 


On  the  occasion  tluyvi.nth  Congress 

of  British  F,-.p«ypin.t*»  fpg  league 

of  E^perantm  Socialists  was  re-formed. 


live  ideology  and  promulgaiiou  of  t|,, 
co-operative  faith.  We  find  ten  |>ag 
report,  aud  a similar  number  in  the  -ippciulit 
devoted  to  education  activities;  and  vet 
only-one-aml-a-lialf  hours  was  allowed  for 
its  consideration  because  wo  must  i\>t 
through  it  by  5-30  on  Monday. 

The  sauio  can  truthfully  bo  said  in  •vf,.r. 
cnee  to  the  International  Commit  uVi 
Report.  Again  we  mere  assured  that  th, 
question  of  our  co-operative  publication* 
and  especially  that  of  the  co-opcra  lir* 
daily,  was  one  of  the  very  serious  problem* 
which  w ould  be  placed  before  tli  > Congix-s*; 
and*  yet  only  eight  persons  wore  pein.it Uv| 
to  speak  upon  it,  all  official  members  ui  m®. 
in  it  toes;  but  tlie  climax  was  leached  w li-n  ( 
Member  of  Parliament,  and  many  pnispec. 
tive  members,  were  compelled  to  inn  dm, 
resolutions  of  world-wide  importance  in 
three-minute  speeches. 

If  we  approach  this  question  fiom  a fiunn« 
via, l point  of  view,  can  we  afford  to  spend  the 
large  amount  of  money  upon  simply  meeting 
annually  and  passing  reports  without  f|itf 
fullest  consideration? 

If  we  assume  that  delegates’  eX|Kiiwj 
were  £10  per  head,  and  as  we  were  inlonntd 
L600  were  present,  £1(5,000  at  le.i-t  run 
spent  by  societies  ut  a time  of  grout  difficulty 
with  tlx?  result  as  above.  Leaving,  horn  ver, 
the  imiiulune  question  of  cxjiease,  out  of 
account,  cob  we  aflcid  to  itisli  t‘i> • ugh 
business  of  such  great  moment  and  inter, 
national  importance  tlnvt  a two-mid  i half 
days’  Congress"!) Hows? 

That  might  have  been  sufficient  ivhea  ilio 
number  of  delegates  were  578,  as  in  I HHj, 
but  our  movement  ha*  grown,  and  •nevr 
occasions  Igadi  new  duties"  and  demand 
new  measures. 

With  the  greater  activities  aiid  compl  xily 
of  modern  problems  mure  tiuie  ought  to  l»j 
spent  unless  we  are  inerely  to  meet  nild  .unc- 
tion prepared  reports,  and  if  that  is  t n- 
tinuc.  tlieu  surely  we  could  very  well 
economise  in  both  time  and  expense  by 
accepting  them  through  our  .societies  eii  blue. 

If  we  compare  our  own  Congress  with 
these  of  our  frauds  in  the  Trade  ( muo 
movement  we  find  that  many  of  them  'it 
three  and  four  days,  as  (lie  Boot  and  -Iicio 
and  General  Workers  during  this  week 

We  appear  to  he  confronted  by  two  alter- 
natives, either  we  must  liud  some  inpai  - uf 
reduciug  the  numbers  who  attend  Cungroo, 
i r else  extend  the  duration  of  tlie  .suin'- 

I can  assure  you  that  f do  not  wine  in 
any  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  Sm tiding  tinier* 
Committee,  or  an  attitude  of  dvHtrmtivo 
criticism,  but  father  in  the  hope  ilr.it  abler 
pens  than  my  own  will  lake  iln  question 
up.  because  I feel  that  if  tlie  dictation  of 
policy  i->  to  be  democratic,  involving  a.  it 
must  the  siinctiou  of  the  governed,  i hen 
surely  we  ought  to  do  everything  p.  ilile  to 
give  an  Opportunity  of  the  freest  aid  full  t 
expression  of  opinion.  —Yours  truly, 

H.  Tayi.oh, 

Director  of  Kettering  Industrial  8uci.  l v 

and  Kettering  Co -opera  tiu-  Clothing 
Society. 

76,  Reservoir-road.  Kettering. 

June  10th.  1922. 


Strawberries  and  Cream 


You  will  love  the  most  delectable  of 
all  summer-time  delights  more  than 
ever  if  the  cream  is  Ncslle's.  Even 
strawberries  vary  in  lusciousoe-u 
but  Nestld’s  Cream  always  bus  the 
Same  rich  thickness,  purity,  quality, 
and  simply  PERFECT  FLAVOl'B. 
There  are  no  preservatives  and  no 
,i  adulte rants  in  Nestles — it  is  ju->t 
l.  CREAM  iu  PERFECTION. 

NESTLES 
= CREAM 

Often  *'  Whipped  “—Never  Beaten* 

Sold  at  all  Co-op  oral  ive  Star*' 
NESTLE’S.  6-8.  Eastche'ap.  EX*. 
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CONDITIONS  IN  SOUTH 
WALES. 

OUTLOOK  MORE  PROMISING. 

Ir  is  hoped,  Although  there  seems  little 
ground  for  optimism,  that  so  far  as  South 
Wale*  is  concerned,  the  verst  of  the  indus- 
trial depression  has  passed.  At  present, 
conditions  are  any  tiling  but  favourable,  but, 
fortunately,  among  co-operators  there  are 
optimists  who  believe  that  however  black  the 
ontlook  things  might  be  much  worse.  Cer- 
tainly, with  the  present  economic'  state  of 
nffaiiw.  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  improye- 
Juent  because  reduced  revenue  is  general. 
j]ns,  however,  is  due  to  two  causes,  the 
decreased  earnings  of  members  and  the 
depreciation  of  prices.  Pressure  on  the 
resources  of  some  societies  is  still  causing 
much  perturbation  among  management 
loinmittecs,  especially  in  the  colliery  areas. 

The  Afan  Valley  Society,  'Which  is  situated 
inn  purely  colliery  area,'  shows  s?}1Cs  amount- 
ing to  £20,898  for  the  twenty-s^Ven  weeks 
ending  June  10th,  a decrease  of  £17,276 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of 
last-  year.  It  is  satisfactory  to  record, 
however,  that  after  meeting  the  usual 
charges,  there  is  a disposable  balance  of 
£1,028,  which  permits  a Is.  dividend. 

For  the  twenty-four  weeks  ending  .June 
lOtli,  the  Taibach  Society’s  sales  totalled 
£79.129,  a decrease  of  £13,805,  but  a credit 
balance  of  £6, -193  will  permit  of  the  distri- 
bution of  a dividend  of  Is.  in  the  pound. 
Other  societies  where  a dividend  of  Is.  will 
be  declared  for  the  period  just  ended  are 
Brecon  and  Abergavenny.  Pontrhydy-fen, 
where  the  sales  for  the  thirteen  weeks  ended 
Juno  10th  amounted  to  £4,756  -a  decrease 
of  £1,346  compared'  with  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  hist  year— has  i disposable 
balance  of  £171,  which  permits  of  a dividend 
of  fkJ.  in  the  pound.  Glync-orywg  Society, 
with  sales  of  £6,998  for  eighteen  weeks’ 
representing  a dcrrCftse  of  £5,655  'in  com- 
parison with  the  'corresponding  period  of 
last  year,  shows  a profit  of  £14— not  an  un- 
satisfactory result  when  all  the  circum- 
stances are  considered. 


CARDIFF  PRINTERS. 

A SUCCESSFUL  COPARTNERSHIP 
SOCIETY. 

Owned  and  controlled  by  workers,  Cardiff 
Printers  Ltd.,  is  mil  illuminating  example 
of  what  might  be  accomplished  in  other  in- 
jMtriK.  This  concern  was  established  in 
192<)  by  a few  Cardiff  trade  unionists-, 1 with 
assistance  from  the  co-operative  and  -labour 
Movements,  and  is  one  of  the  most  success- 
mi  in-operative  and  labour  copartnership 
societies  in  the  country.  The  plant  and 
equipment  are  of  the  most  modern  character 
selected  to  turn  out  higir-da-s  and  attrac- 
tive work  at  minimum  charges.  So  success- 
nil  have  been  the  promoters  that  the  present 
premises  in  City-ioad  are  already  too  small 
to  pope  with  the  demands',  and  although 
•capital  has  come  in  from  many  workers 
interested  in  the  printing  trade,  there  is 
need  for  a great  deal  more.  Ah  indication 
ot  the  growth  of  the  society  is  shown  in  the 
fulowiiig  facts:— 1920,  nine  weeks’  trading, 
m’i  first  half-year's  trading, 

~j,10._>;  1921,  second  half-year’s  trading, 

The  share  and  loan  capital  on,  December 
•9st.  1920,  was  £1,288;  on  June  30th,  1921. 
jW«6;  mid  on  December  31st,  1921, 

*-l,i.'ll.  Assets  (after  depreciation  at  Decem- 
oer  .list.  1921)  were:  Buildings,  £816  10s.  ; 
!'I.1,nt • f-'l.lill  2s.  ; trade  creditors,  £328  8s. 

stock-in-trade,  £81  3s.  7d.  ; and  cash  in 
u . • ; and  depreciation  allowed 

Hiring  the  period  was  £163  18s.  Id. 

‘J*  niles  of  the  society  provide  that  the 
pmlus.  after  paying  for  working  expenses, 
vprcriatioii  of  plant,  and  interest  on  share 
‘■apitnl  at  6 per  cent,  per  annum,  shall  be 
_ Pphccl  as  follows : — Extepsion'of  business, 
per  cent. ; reserve  fund,  10  per  cent.  ; 
Uiptrohnl  and  social  fund,  10  per  cent.  ; 
provident  .fund,  10  per  cent. committee  of 
manngcineut,  10  per  cent.  ; employees  in 
j™por.ti°n  to  their  wages.  20  per  cent.  ; to 
cers  of  share  capital,  in  addition  to 
urn..-'  10  Per  ; and  to  customers,  in 
\VvJtrtl-'n  to  tl,ei''  Payments,  20  per  cent. 
£">I  I "merest  is  payable  on  shares  up  to 
r ' nt  Hie  rate  of  6 per  cent.,  loans  are 
vivjd  up  to  anv  amount  at  5 per  cent. 
P°r  nmmm. 


CHAMPION  CRICKETERS. 

PARKSTO.\l;  EMPLOYEES'  SUCCESSES 

, PnrkstoiiG  and  Bournemouth 
4 s Employees’  Cricket  Club  has  lmd 
Kiml'T  £°otI  sequence  of  victories  against 
cam  fPnms  in  tbe  district.  Five 

*u  ,es  *lave  been  played  so  far.  and  the 
rwswkl  °^-  l*,e  ®ve  *iav«  been  won  by  the 
*cor»r^tlVe  tenru-  A summary  of  the 
note\ki  aPPendcd.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
°bta;  ;•  * same  efficiency  in  sport  is 
K)..L '"\nG  as  in  the  business  side  of  the 
*.v  s ramifications.  " 

matches  are  as  follow  : -l4?o- 
17-  n’Ve  ^a!n  67.  *6t.  James'  Institute 
(yA^operative  Team  75,  Moordown  71 : 
<CKm!re  TMm  49-  Roison's  C.C.  34 ; 
'Pft«rat'r'  T“ra  SO.  Y.M.C.A.  82:  Co- 
*,,,  ^ Team  74,  Bournemouth  Tri  m - 


MEMBERS’  DUTIES. 

CAUSES  OF  APATHY  AMONG  RANK 
AND-FILE. 

A COWES  CONFERENCE. 


Tuf,  duties  of  members  and  their  obiications  to  their 
co-ooerotive  socktics  formed  (lie  subject  cf  an  in 
teresting  conference  uiuler  the  auspices  of  ihe  Hant 
District  Conference  A-sociation,  which  was  held  a 
Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  on  Saturday.  The  chairman  of 
the  local 'society  (Mr.  C.  H.  Kemp)  presided.  The 
delegates  numbered  about  forty,  including  member.- 
of  the  district  committee  and  Mr.  C.  Pulliam  from 
‘.he  Co-operative  Union. 

The  subject  for  discussion,  introduced  by  Mr.  R.  .1. 
Rowland  (member  of  tbe  committee,  Southampton  So- 
ciety), was  " The  Duty  of  Co-operative  Members  to 
Store."  Mr.  Rowland's  paper,  copies  of  which  i 
typed  and  circulated  among  the  delegates,  dealt  with 
many  of  the  reasons  why  members  fall  short  of  the 
duty.  Apathy,  resulting  largely  from  the  fact  that 
membership  was  entered  into  without- due  regard  to  the 
real  objects  of  the  movement,  was  one  cause. 

Causes  of  Apathy. 

Members,  said  the1  speaker,  should  be  brought  to 
realise  that  by  joining  the  co-operative  movement 
they  became  personally  responsible  for  its  manage- 
ment and  development.  When  they  signed  the  form 
cf  membership,  the  management  stocked  and  stalled 
the  shops  in  order  to  meet  their  requirements,  ami  if 
they  diverted  any  part  of  their  trade  into  other 
channels  they  were  guilty  of  misleading  the  manage- 
ment committees  and  repudiating  their  liabilities. 
Another  cause  of  apathy,  said  Mr.  Rowlands,  was  the 
haphazard  way  in  which  people  came  into  the  move- 
ment. (Many  joined  by  merely  signing  their  qnmes. 
The  society  thus  incurred  a certain  amount  of  liability 
on  their  behalf,  yet  could  not  count  on  tlieir  loyalty. 
In  times  of  prosperity  appeals  for  new  branches  and 
departments  were  persistent,  but  when  new  shops 
were  opened,  enthusiasm  frequently  evaporated,  and 
the  utmost  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining 
sufficient  trade  to  cover  bare  expenses. 

Members  should  be  encouraged,  as  far  as  practicable; 
to  visit  their  own  store,  so  that  they  might  more 
fully  realise  that  they  were  really  port  owners  in  a 
tangible  business  concern.  Educational  committees 
should  sec  that  members  fully  understood  the  inci- 
dence of  taxation  with  regard  to  income  tox  as  applied 
to  societies'  dividends,  We.  Tire  benefits  arising  from 
the  collective  life  assurance  scheme  should  be  well 
advertised,  and  an  active  propaganda  persisted  in. 

Obsolete  Propaganda. 

The  discussion,  which  extended  over  one-and-a-balf 
hours,  'was  led  by  Sir.  Parker  (Portsea),  who  said 
present  methods  of  propaganda  were  obsolete.  Mem- 
bers should  hand  themselves  together  to  carry  out 
an  intensive  scheme  of  missionary  work. 

Mr.  Heath  (Cowes)  contended  that  dividend  was  the 
most  important  thing.  It  wivs  something  all  could 
comprehend. 

Mr,  Hartnell  (Eastleigh)  said  more  spade  work  was 
necessary,  and  complained  that  no  adequate  reports 
of  conferences  appeared  in  the  " News  " or  '*  Wheat; 

Mr.  C.  Pulliam  (Co-operative  Union)  said  they  had 
come  into  a great  inheritance,  and  they  should  6ee 
that  it  did  not  suffer  in  tlieir  hands.  Collective  trad- 
ing should  be  thoroughly  explained  to  members,  and 
a greater  loyally  practised  among  those  who.  might 
be.  considered  of  the  elect.  Dividend  was  essential. 
A person  was  not  a dividend-hunter  who  brought  all 
his  trade  to  the  store.  As  to  propaganda,  open-air 
meetings  had  been  found  to  have  good  results. 

Mr.  Felthnm  (Southampton)  thought  more  educa- 
tional work  was  required.  He  had  met  members  who 
could  see  no  injustice  in  the  Corporation  Tax. 

Mr.  Jeffries  (Somlm-iif ten)  was  of  opinion  that 
dividend  was  absolutely  necessary  to  the  life  of  the 
movement. 

Mr.  Bennett  (BourncAmutli)  spoke  strongly  as  to  the 
indifference  of  trade  unionists  to  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. They  were  insistent  in  their  olaftns.for  wages 
ft'id  better  conditions,  and  forgetful  of  the  fact  that 
neither  claims  nor  conditions  could  be  satisfied  if 
there  was  no  trade.  Educational  grants  should  not 
depend  on  dividends.  Where  this  was  so,  propaganda 
work  fell  off  just  at  the  time  it  was  most  needed. 

At  the  close  of  the  tea  the  district  secretary  (Mr. 
J.  L.  Welch)  made  a brief  appeal  to  the  delegates  on 
behalf  of  the  National  Publishing  Society,  and  espe- 
cially as  to  the  sale  of  the  " Co-operative  News." 


BY  RAIL,  RIVER,  AND 

SEA. 

On  Friday  last  week  the  employees  of  the 
Wellington  Society  had  their  outing.  Delight- 
ful weather  made  their  trip  to  the  Dart  a 
very  enjoyable  one.  The  journey  was  accom- 
plished by  various  modes  of  travel  embracing 
railway,  river,  and  sea.  The  party  first 
travelled  by  rail  to  Totnes,  where  an  hour  was 
spent  visiting  the  church,  and  looking  round 
the  quaint  town.  The  journey  was  continued 
by  river  to  Dartmouth,  some  beautiful  and 
picturesque  scenery  being  passed  on  the  way. 
This  part  of  the  outing  was  acclaimed  by  all 
as  the  “ star  turn.’’ 

Lunch  also  turned  out  a great  success 
both  from  the  standpoint  of  quality  of  food 
and  from  the  social  point  of  view.  Mr. 
Thorburn  read  a telegram  from  those  who  were 
keeping  the  home  fires  burning,  which  was 
appreciated  by  all.  He  also  moved  a vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Dyer,  who  had  put  so  much  hard 
work  in  the  perfect  arrangement  of  the  trip. 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Crosby.  A vote 
of  thanks  was  also  accorded  the  committee. 

After  spending  some  time  in  visiting  the 
places  of  interest  at  Dartmouth,  the  party 
journeyed  to  Teignmouth  by  steamer.  Here 
a stay  of  three  hours  was  made,  after  which 
the  return  journey  by  rail  was  safely  accom- 
plished. The  party  numbered  about  thirty. 


THE  GROWTH  OF  HUMAN 
SOCIETY. 

TWO-DAYS’  SCHOOL  AT  PENCE. 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  the  South 
Suburban  Society’s  educational  department 
held  a successful  two-days’  school  at  the  hall 
at  Penge,  at  which  Mr.  Tom  -Hackett  (Bir- 
mingham) gave  a scries  of  four  lectures  on 
” The  Growth  of  Human  Society,”  to  a keenly 
interested  assembly  of  about  fifty  students. 

In  dealing  with  his  subject,  Mr.  Hackett 
said  it  was  estimated  that  man  had  been  on  the 
earth  about  100.000  years,  during  which  period 
he  was  for  60.000  years  in  a more  or  less  primi- 
tive state.  For  30,000  years  of  this  period 
he  was  living  in  groups,  or  technically  speak- 
ing, “ The  Patriarchal  Stage,”  and  for  the  last 
10,000  years  in  a state  of  society  that  was 
purely  dominated  by  force — “ Modem  Military 
Society.” 

The  Primitive  Period. 

During  the  primitive  period,  man  lived  as  a 
savage.  He  lived  wherever  it  was  easy  to 
procure  his  food,  not  having  the  means,  in- 
clination, or  the  knowledge  of  tilling  the 
ground.  His  food  consisted  mainly  of  berries 
and  fruits.  He  was  living  in  the  only  period 
of  history  where  an  absolutely  individualistic 
existence  was  possible.  The  second  period, 
known  as  the  patriarchal  stage,  was  when  man 
had  become  a pasturalist,  and  was  obliged  to 
live  some  more  settled  form  of  existence. 
Accordingly  the  family  became  evident.  In 
this  period  man  set  up  his  family,  his  descen- 
dants carrying  on  the  same  mode  of  ’life,  and 
all  looking  to  the  founder  of  the  family  as  the 
head,  or  patriarch.  This  obtained  through 
whole  generations.  The  third  or  present 

fieriod,  modern  military  society,  originated 
rom  the  accumulation  of  wealth.  In  tne  first 
period  there  was  the  great  problem  of  the 
family  ; in  the  second  period,  the  problem 
of  the  food  supply  ; and  in  the  third  or  present 
period  the  problem  was  that  of  the  defence 
of  the  wealth  which  each  nation  had  accumu- 
lated. During  this  period  the  birth  of  the 
war-bands  was  found,  these  being  bands  of 
men  who  would  hire  themselves  out  for  the 
purpose  of  guarding  other  people’s  property 
and  wealth.  These  were  the  forerunners  of 
the  army  and  navy. 

In  conclusion  Mr.  Hackett  dealt  with  the 
fundamentals  of  the  new  state  co-operators 
wish  to  see,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  every 
co-operator  working  towards  the  ideals  of  the 
movement. 


A DISASTROUS  FIRE. 

BLAENAVONS  BAD  LUCK. 

A disastrous  fire,  causing  damage  to  the 
extent  of  over  £5,000,  was  discovered  shortly 
after  7 o’clock  on  Saturday  night,  at  the  iron- 
mongery and  furniture  store  of  the  Blaenavon 
Provident  and  Industrial  Society  in  High- 
street,  Blaenavon.  The  outbreak  occurred 
in  premises  in  which  a large  quantity  of  oil 
was  stored)  and  it  was  quickly  evident  that  the 
whole  property  was  doomed,  in  view  of  the 
great  (usabilities  under  which  the  local  fire 
brigade  laboured. 

Blaenavon  is  almost  always  sort  of  water, 
but  this  customary  shortage,  accentuated  by 
the  recent  severe  drought  rendered  the  work 
of  the  fire-fighters  most  difficult.  The  brigade 
responded  to  the  alarm  with  commendable 
promptitude,  but  so  strong  a hold  had  the  fire 
that  it  was  found  impossible  to  save  the  build- 
ing, and  immediate  efforts  were  made  to 
restrict  the  zone  of  the  conflagration. 

Reinforcements  of  the  local  brigade  were  tele- 
phoned for  but  by  the  time  the  Abersychan  and 
Pontypool  Brigades  arrived  the  fire  had  spread 
to  adjoining  premises  on  either  side  of  the 
society's  'buildings.  With  the  failure  of  the 
local  water  supply,  recourse  was  had  to  the 
indifferent  supply  from  the  Avon  Lhvyd, 
but  after  a short  period  the  hose  pipes  became 
choked  owing  to  the  mud  from  tne  bed  of  the 
river.  The  work  of  the  firemen  was  thus 
rendered  more  difficult  and  still  less  effective. 
In  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  encountered,  the 
firemen  laboured  with  great  perseverance  until 
midnight,  and,  after  nearly  five  hours’  heart- 
breaking effort,  succeeded  in  estinguishing  the 
flames,  but  not  before  the  whole  of  the  iron- 
mongery and  furniture  stores  and  contents 
had  been  gutted  and  the  adjoining  shops 
practically  destroyed. 

The  Blaenavon  Society  has  been  particu- 
larly unfortunate  in  regard  to  fires  as.  in  1900, 
the  original  premises  were  destroyed  by  fire; 
and  in  August,  1918,  premises  belonging  to 
the  society  were  burnt  out  and  damage  to 
the  extent  of  £25,000  was  caused. 


You  miss  a good  deal  in  life  if  you  don’t 
read  the  “ Mitigate  Monthly,”  which  is  jour 
own  publication,  don’t  forget. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

W.  Brown).  It  was  also  recognised  that  his 
zeal  and  activity  for  the  cause  was  very  largely 
responsible  for  his  breakdown.  Much  of  this 
able  energy  has  been  used  on  behalf  of  the 
Weston  Society,  and  the  members  feel  that 
this  should  be  recognised  in  a tangible  form. 
The  meeting  received  with  great  satisfaction 
the  news  that  Mr.  Brown  was  so  far  recovered 
as  to  render  an  early  renewal  of  his  connection 
with  the  society  very  probable. 

The  Weston  members  have  had  to  dip  into 
their  reserves  and  dividend  equalisation  fund 
to  pay  their  usual  interest  and  surplus.  The 
wisdom  of  building  this  up  in  the  past  has  been 
amply  demonstrated.  Weston  members  are 
now  looking  forward  to  a busy  holiday  season 
to  re-establish  their  usual  position. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 
AND  NEWS. 

[From  Ccr  Own  Correspondents.) 

That  melodious  apostle  of  democracy, 

Casey,  has  in  his  wanderings  visited  Burn- 
ham and  Highbridge,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Bridgwater  Society’s  educational  com- 
mittee. “ Casey’s  ” belief  in  the  movement 
inspires  him  to  deliver  emphatio  home  truths 
on  the  individualistic  lack  of  interest  in  its 
principles.  His  caustic  but  sincere  thrusts 
on  apathy  need  to  be  considered  very  seriously 
by  all  whom  the  movement  embraces  in  its 
fold. 

Bridgwater  and  Radstock  Societies’  educa- 
tional committees  are  well  advanced  in  their 
arrangements  for  their  gala  day.  All  that 
is  now  required  to  ensure  complete  success  is 
favourable  weather. 

Everything  points  to  the Eisteddfodm  ranged 
by  the  Bristol  Society's  educational  committee 
being  a most  successful  affair.  Mr.  Cox  and 
his  staff  of  willing  helpers  have  made  adequate 
arrangements.  4 4 # 

Large  and  appreciative  audiences  havo 
recently  gathered  at.  Wiveliscombe  and  Milver- 
ton to  hear  Mr.  Tayson  (CAV.S.)  give  his 
lantern  lecture  on  “ Production  for  Use.” 
The  president  of  the  Taunton  Society  (Mr. 
W.  J.  Hodges)  occupied  the  chair  on  each 
occasion.  The  branch  at  Wiveliscombe  is 
progressing  very  satisfactorily,  and  Taunton 
has  every  reason  to  he  proud  of  Its  offspring. 

* @ * * * 

^ June  is  the  month  specially  favoured  by 
societies  for  their  annual  outings.  Highbridge 
co-operators  have  made  merry  at  Teignmouth, 
and  Bridgwater  co-operators  at  Exmouth. 
Other  societies  have  made  arrangements  to 
visit  various  places  in  the  glorious  peninsula, 
and  the  fraternal  spirit  of  the  movement  has 
been  very  much  helped. 

The  men  of  North  Molton  assembled  on  the 
village  green  on  Saturday  to  hear  an  address 
from  the  sectional  organiser  on  ” The  Workers’ 
Political  Policy.”  ... 

Sales  have  been  maintained  generally,  and 
increases  are  shown  in  the  alljcd  depart mentfl. 
This  is  the  message  from  Barnstaple,  where 
Mr.  G.  H.  Lear  is  very  successfully  directing 
co-operative  activity  in  the  ancient  borough 
of  Barum.  * * • 

After  directing  the  affairs  of  the  South 
Molton  Society  since  its  inception  eighteen 
years  ago.  Councillor  E.  Saunders,  J.I’.,  lias 
decided  to  relinquish  the  position  of  managing- 
secretary.  He  will  still  be  actively  associated 
with  the  movement  by  virtue  of  his  connection 
with  the  Devon  district  committee  and  tho 
sectional  joint  propaganda  committee.  In 
giving  up  the  reins  at  South  Molton  Mr. 
Saunders  will  leave  for  his  successor  n sound  and 
solid  society,  which  he  has  done  much  to  place 
upon  its  present  substantial  foundation.  The 
people  of  South  Molton  are  loath  to  part  with 
Mr.  Saunders,  and  already  a scheme  is  afoot 
whereby  it  may  be  possible  to  arrange  for  him 
to  keep  an  official  and  active  association  with 
the  society.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Torrington  Society  is  still  moving  in  the 
right  direction.  Membership  is  increasing, 
and  the  position  with  respect  to  sales  and 
surplus  is  still  maintained  at  the  usual  standard. 
In  this  society  the  bank  balance  and  the 
reserves  almost  cover  the  whole  of  the  share 
capital,  whilst  the  buildings  and  fixtures  havo 
been  depreciated  up  to  80  per  cent,  of  cost. 
Mr.  Popham  and  his  colleagues  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  soundness  and  success 
of  this  moorland  society. 

The  Taunton  Women’s  Guild  are  busy 
establishing  their  position.  Keen  interest  is 
being  taken  in  their  organisation.  Addresses 
and  discussions  have  been  arranged,  and  the 
social  side  has  been  catered  for  by  various 
whist  drives,  and  a splendid  outing  to 
Exmouth.  • • » 

Now  that  the  holiday  season  is  in  full  swing 
it  is  necessary  to  remind  co-operators  that  at 
any  co-operative  society  they  can  get  co- 
operatively made  goods  and  thus  maintain 
the  trade  of  the  movement.  It  is  a blot  on  the 
movement  to  have  to  record  that  often  co- 
operative employees,  some  of  whom  are  in  the 
productive  departments,  seem  to  forget  their 
co-operation  whilst  on  holiday  bent. 

At  the  recent  members’  meeting  at  Weston- 
super-Mare,  sympathetic  reference*  were  made' 
with  respect  to  the  illness  of  the  president  (Mr. 

[Continued  at  foot  of  third  column.] 
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All  common! cation;  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor oi  the  "Women’s  Pages," 
"Co-operative  News”  Office,  Long  Mitigate, 
Manchester. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  HOPE. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 


MESSAGE  TO  THE 
PORTSMOUTH  CONGRESS. 


DEBATES  IN  FULL  SWING. 


Mrs.  Dewsbury's  address  to  the 
Women’s  Guild  Congress  at  Portsmouth, 
reported  in  this  week’s  “News,”  may 
be  said  to  epitomise  the  “ Spirit  of 
Hope  ” which  is  the  leading  characteris- 
tic of  the  Women's  Guild  ; even  in  the 
midst  of  troublous  times  and  great 
distress.  The  newer  members  of  the 
guild,  who  have  joined  in  increasing 
numbers  of  recent  years,  should  be 
grateful  to  her  for  re-stating  the  primary 
objects  of  the  guild  in  clear  and  simple 
outlines. 

The  co-operativo  movement  to  you,  she 
said,  is  a means  to  an  end,  and  that  is  a 
fuller,  better,  freer  life  for  all,  where  a con- 
tented people  lives  in  concord  with  other 
nations,  because  peace  and  co-operation 
have  taken  the  place  of  strife  and  competi- 
tion. 

She  naturally  rejoiced  in  the  success 
which  guild  members  have  attained 
this  year  on  the  directorate  of  the 
C.W.S.  and  in  other  directions,  but  she 
carefully  reminds  us  that  “ we  must 
not  rest  satisfied  with  the  achievements 
of  a few  of  our  members.  The  aim  of  the 
guild  has  ever  been  to  educate  the 
ordinary  members  of  branches  to  take 
an  intelligent  part  in  all  matters  affecting 
their  lives." 

Mrs.  Dewsbury’s  insistence  upon  the 
place  of  the  young  in  the  co-operation  of 
the  future,  and  of  the  responsibility 
which  we  of  the  present  generation  owe 
to  the  children  in  respect  to  their  proper 
training,  both  in  the  home  circle,  and  in 
the  co-operative  circle,  is  valuable  and 
important,  especially  at  this  juncture 
when  the  young  people  need  all  friends 
of  education  to  rally  round  them. 

There  was  nothing  of  boastfulness  but 
much  desire  for  service  in  the  spirit  which 
the  president  of  this  year's  Congress  has 
infused  into  her  address.  It  should  be 
read  at  guild  meetings  as  a preliminary 
to  the  work  of  the  new  guild  year  in 
every  branch  throughout  the  land,  so 
that  we  may  come  to  the  business  of  the 
day  upon  a true  foundation  of  co-opera- 
tion in  every  aspect  of  our  work. 


COLLECTIVE  CAPITAL. 

The  paper  read  by  Mr.  Riddle 
(secretary  of  the  Carlisle  Society)  on 
Wednesday,  at  the  Brighton  Congress, 
was  packed  full  of  facts  and  figures 
leading  up  to  his  suggestion  for  new 
forms  of  administration  in  the  retail 
trade.  Briefly.  Mr.  Riddle’s  idea  centres 
round  the  stabilising  of  our  co-operative 
societies  by  creating  a substantial  back- 
ing of  common  capital  by  allocating  an 
agreed  percentage  of  surpluses  to  a 
capital  redemption  fund.  He  points  out 
that  at  present  the  whole  of  our  share 
capital  is  the  property  of  individual 
members,  to  whom  it  must  be  restored 
on  demand.  A society  must  always 
have  this  in  mind  when  prospecting 
enlargements  or  extensions,  and  Mr. 
Riddle’s  suggestion  is  that  an  unlimited 
supply  of  “ collectively-owned  capital  ” 
would  enable  the  movement  to  go  ahead 
much  faster  than  under  present  con- 
ditions. The  suggestion  has,  of  course, 
special  point  at  this  present  time,  when 
tlie  difficulties  which  societies  have  had 


CONFUSION  AND  A REVERSED  VOTE. 


The  afternoon's  proceedings  were  com- 
menced with  a note  of  sadness.  Mrs. 
Archer  (Southern  sectional  secretary)  said 
Miss  Enfield  was  very  ill.  and  it  was 
resolved  to  send  a note  of  condolence  to 
her.  A letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  Wim- 
hurst.  who  regretted  her  inability  to 
attend,  and  a telegram  from  Air.  A.  H. 
Jones  (Labour  candidate  for  the  East  Not- 
tingham division),  in  response  to  the  one 
sent  in  the  morning,  was  greeted  with 
applause. 

The  Co-operative  “Daily”  Again. 

The  resolution  on  the  workers’  press 
was  the  first  on  the  afternoon's  programme, 
and  was  moved  by  Mr-s.  Blair  (Central 
Committee).  The  resolution  read  : — 

This  Congress  strongly  supports  the 
“ Co-operative  News  ” and  “ Woman's 
Outlook  ” because  it  is  vital  to  the 
movement  to  have  its  own  weekly  and 
monthly  organs.  At  the  same  time 
this  Congress  believes  the  maintenance 
of  a live  daily  paper  to  serve  the 
common  interests  of  all  the  workers, 
both  as  consumers  and  producers,  to 
be  necessary.  It  therefore  urges  the 
C’o-operative,  Trade  Union,  and  Labour 
movements  to  consider  the  advisability 
of  joint  action  for  this  purpose. 

Mrs.  Blair  reminded  delegates  of  a similar 
resolution  moved  a£  the  Co-operative 
Union  Congress  at  Brighton,  which,  un- 
fortunately, was  lost.  The  Central  Com- 
mittee were  in  sympathy  with  the  resolu- 
tion, and  felt  that  the  resolution  at 
Brighton  was  not  carried  owing  to  mis- 
understanding, and  since  then  the  speaker 
had  met  many  people  who  seemed  to  think 
Pliey  would  possess  a co-operative  “ daily  ’’ 
in  a few  weeks.  The  only  daily  paper  at 
present  catering  for  co-operators  was  the 
•Daily  Herald.’’  (Applause.)  It  had 
served  the  workers  well.  Mr.  .May  (the 
secretary  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance)  stated  that  iu  other  countries  he 
had  visited  the  workers’  organisations  were 
united  in  running  papers  for  their  own 
cause.  Co-operators  were  tco  apathetic  on 
this  question,  and  the  Women's  Guild  had 
a great  deal  of  pioneer  work  to  do  in  this 
direction.  The  f Daily  Herald  “ had  done 
more  than  report  the  workers'  side : it 
had  prevented  much  misrepresentation  in 
other  papers,  for  while  t lie  workers  had 
possessed  a paper  giving  their  own  point 
of  view,  the  capitalist  papers  had  been 
more  cai'eful  not  to  misstate  the  workers' 
side.  Co-operative  women  who  wanted  a 
daily  paper  could  help  by  extending,  as  far 
ns  lay  in  their  power,  financial  help  to  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society. 
Much  of  the  opposition  at  Brighton  was 
anti-Labour,  but  the  women  were  more 

advanced. 

A seconder  came  in  Mrs.  Taylor  (Barry); 
She  said,  " We  love  our  ‘ Co-operative 
News.'  We  would  not  be  without  it.  We 
also  love  our  ‘ Woman’s  Outlook  ' — one  of 
the  brightest  little  magazines  on  the 
market.  It  is  uut  only  read  by  women,  but 
by  men  too."  But  they  want  -1  something 
more.  They  wanted  a chilly  paper.  But  it 
needed  a lot  of  money  to  start  one.  Still 
they  wanted  the  daily  and  must  have  if  ; and 
if  they  could  not  find  the  money  inside  the 
movement — she  believed  they  could— then 
let  them  ally  themselves  with  the  trade 
unions  and  labour  lo  get  one.  She  doubted 
if  a co-operative  daily  would  he  generally 
acceptable  to  co-operators.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Take  into  consideration  the  circulation  of 
the  “ Co-operative  News."  There  weie 

50.000  members  in  the  Guild,  did  they  take 

50.000  “Co-operative  News’’  among  them. 
(Cries  of  “ No.”)  “ Then  why  don't  your'” 
she  asked.  “ If  we  can’t  get  a proper  cir- 
culation for  a weekly  paper,  how  can  we  get 


it  for  a daily  paper.  If  you  can’t  pay  a 
penny  a week,  how  tan  you  pay  a penny  per 
day?  The  best  thing  is  to  join  forces  and 
get  the  three  points  of  view  which  are  vital 
to  us  all.” 

” The  Time  Is  Not  Opportune.” 

An  amendment  was  put  by  Sirs.  Powell 
(Bristol)  as  follows  : — 

Omit  all  words  after  “ Congress,’’  and 
substitute  “recognises  the  vital  import- 
ance of  having  the  ownership  of  the 
‘ Oo-openative  News’  and  ‘Woman’s 
, Outlouk  ’ as  its  weekly  and  monthly 
organs,  but  opposes  the  suggested  cir- 
culation of  a daily  paper  for  the  present, 
believing  the  time  to  be  inopportune  for 
such  a venture.” 

ft  was  considered  that  co-operators  would 
not  subscribe  for  a co-operative  daily  at 
present,  so  that  it  was  better  to  leave  the 
proposed  paper  alone. 

Mrs.  Crew  (Bristol)  seconded,  ns  their 
members  believed  that  they  should  support 
the  “ Co-opeiative  News  ” first. 

Mrs.  Redgate  (Derby)  supported  the  reso- 
lution, They  wanted  co-operative  people  in 
Parliament,  but  they  would  nev  w get  them 
there  without  a co-operative  daily  paper. 
After  the  speech  from  one  of  the  directors 
in  the  morning,  she  felt  that  the  sooner  they 
gave  the  money  to  the  National  Publishing 
society  to  start  our  own  daily  paper  the 
better  it  would  b?  for  the  movement,  both 
nationally  and  internationally.  “ Why 
should  not  the  ‘ Daily  Herald  ’ ome  into 
the  co-operative  movement.'"  she  asked. 
(Applause.)  " We  are  a body  of  consumers, 
which  is  the  whole  of  the  community  ” 


SWEDISH  FRIENDS. 


Mrs.  Visuorc  (president)  and  Miss 
J on  son  (secretary)  of  the  Swedish 
Women’s  Co-operative  Guild, 


The  amendment  had  a supporter  in  Mrs. 
Clarke  (West  Norwood).  Slio  had  had  the 
capitalist  press  flouted  in  her  fa.-e  even  while 
ill  Portsmouth.  The  " Daily  Herald  " stood 
up  for  co-opera tion.  All  t rade  unionists  anrl 
Labour  men,  it  was  said,  were  not  co-opera- 
tors. No,  nor  were  all  co-open  tors  trade 
unionists  or  iu  the  Labour  Party. 

A Reversal  and  Pass  On. 

There  was  some  confusion  as  to  the  vot- 
ing, which  ended  iu  the  tellers  being  called 
out.  and  the  vote  was  announced  to  be  293 
for  the  Bristol  amendment  and  223  against. 

Tile  Bristol  amendment  now  became  the 
resolution,  and  the  President  said  if  any  of 
them  thought  they  had  made  a mistake  oil 
tlv>  last  vote,  here  was  a chance  to  rectify  it. 

There  were  still  complaints  all  over  as  to 
the  uncertainty  of  the  position,  but  the  vote 
was  eventually  put  and  tlie  result  this  time 
was  for  235,  against  269 


NO  MORE  WAR— A NEW  CRUSADE. 


to  contend  with  have  brought  into 
prominence  tlie  value  and  use  of  reserve 
funds. 

As  our  readers  will  remember,  we  dis- 
cussed recently  in  our  “ Women’s  Page  ” 
columns  the  possibilities  of  additional 
ways  of  using  the  benefits  of  co-opera- 
tive trading  in  collective  organisations, 
and  Mr.  Riddle’s  paper  at  this  year's 
Congress  has  certainly  given  us  some 
very  important  suggestions  to  think 
about. 


Mademoiselle  Coulon,  a young  lady  from 
Belgium , w4io  spoke  in  excellent  English; 
Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee),  and  Mrs.  Bromley 
(Co-operative  league  of  the  U.S.A.)  spoke 
at  Tuesday  evening’s  public  meeting,  which 
was  well  attended  and  much  enjoyed.  A 
full  report  will  appear  next  week. 


Boston  spa.  yorkshire-the  cooperative 

CAFE.— Partes  calervd  lor. — Apply,  Utunrot, 
TatWrter  *nd  District  Co-operatire  Society  Limited* 
Dcsloo  Sjw  Braacb,  Boston  Sp*.  York*. 


In  the  recent  war  there  was  only  one 
who  was  vanquished : the  toiler  in  all 
lands,  and  one  victor:  international 

capital. 

Of  all  the  clarion  calls  issued  to  women 
during  and  since  the  great  war  none  have 
been  more  compelling  than  the  manifesto 
which  is  an  outcome  of  the  Congress  of 
the  International  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions,  which  met  in  Rome  in  April.  It 
has  a universal  application,  in  that  it 
appeals  to  the  womanhood  of  the  world. 
More  than  that,  it  assumes — and  rightly 
so — that  the  prevention  of  all  war  is  a 
matter  for  humanity  to  decide. 

The  manifesto  calls  not  only  for 
feminine  solidarity,  but  a human  will 
that  will  clearly  express  itself  in  an  un- 
compromising attitude  of  “No  More 
War  ” for  ever  and  all  time. 

Unhesitatingly  it  declares  that  even 
to-day  the  danger  of  another  war  is  by 


no  means  to  be  lightly  considered.  True 
the  number  of  battleships  was  reduced  at 
the  Washington  Conference.  But  let 
none  of  us  forget  to  realise  that  scientists 
have  discovered  an  even  greater  menace 
to  the  community  than  ships  of  war. 
The  next  conflagration  will  attack  the 
civil  population.  Whole  towns  can  be 
wiped  out  in  a few  moments.  Truly, 
such  a prospect  is  horrible.  But  it  will 
come,  and  it  can  come,  unless  we  actively 
oppose  it  now. 

The  International  Federation  of  Work- 
ing Women  needs  active  support, 
from  women  co-operators.  Women  give 
and  preserve  life,  and  ours  the  voice  to 
declare  that  only  a legitimate  death  shall 
take  life  away.  As  in  olden  times  great 
crusades  were  launched  for  high  purposes, 
so  we  are  invited  to  join  the  greatest  of 
all  crusades,  which  will  purge  the  world 
of  suffering,  sorrow,  and  eternal  shame. 


June  24,  1922. 

Women  Want  More  News. 

One  more  resolution  in  relntion  to  th 
co-operative  press  was  formally  moved  i> 
Mr*.  M-Kmum,  Harringny 
branch,  a9  follows:  — 

Iu  view  of  the  important  part  taken  br 
women  in  the  oo-operuti\o  movement 
this  Congress  urges  the  proprietor-  1 
the  ” Co-operative  New-,  ” 
more  spnee  to  tlie  “ Women'.,  Png 
so  that  reports  of  women's  conferviuJ 
and  other  items  of  news  of  interest 
women  readers  may  appear  when  th« 
are  sent  in.  and  not  have  to  be  helj 
over  for  lack  of  space. 

" We  have  head  a good  deal  this  moil 
mg  about  tlie  woman  with  the  basU 
having  the  power,”  said  Mr- 
(Crouch  End),  in  seconding.  Well  n|„ 
not  give  the  woman  with  tlie  ba„k.  t n,ort 
news?  We  want  more  news  in  our  jm iu-r— . 
more  news  of  district  confcivm  . . , "* 

tiounl  conferences,  and  everything  tlu 
going  on.” 

The  President  smilingly  directed  lit, 
attention  of  tlie  "Co-operativo  Nows" 
representatives  at  the  reporters'  table  4 
the  fact  that-  the  vote  was  absolute! 
unanimous  on  the  matter. 

Unemployment  and  Loyalty. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  o 
behalf  of  the  Central  Committee  hv  Mr, 
Prosser : — 

Believing  that  unemployment  can  uni 
lie  eradicated  when  all  iudiisliv  i 
organised  on  co-operative  line-,  tliS 
Congress  calls  on  all  members  to  giiv 
their  fullest  support  to  their  to  opcitf 
tive  stores  and  co-operative  priiihit* 
tions,  and  to  use  every  effort  to  extend 
co-operative  trade.  ' It  calls  upoi 
management  committees  to  adapt  pro. 
ducts  and  prices  to  the  reduced 
of  members’  purses,  and  to  enable 
chasers  of  small  means  to  o 
small  quantities  of  various  commodities 
Two  amendments  sent  in  by  llattj 
and  Barking  are  embodied  in  the  i I 
resolution.  Much  had  been  said  about  tli| 
power  of  the  basket,  remarked  Mi 
Prosser  (just  elected  to  Gloucester  Soviet; 
management  committee),  but  it  wa,  e>s« 
tin  1 that  the  women  should  know  a li.it  1» 
behind  that  power.  Distress  iu  Blnm; 
and  unemployment  in  every  town,  a .-re  dip 
to  the  fact  that  maintenance  lot  u dc  ” 
life  was  a secondary  consideration, 
profit-making  was  the  primary  rune. 
Considering  the  large  mintin' a i won 
consumers  in  the  movement,  the  parch  ' 
with  the  co-operative  soviet  in  and 
Wholesale  were  not  huge  enough.  Inn 
management  committees  wore  not  ndiipirT 
themselves  to  the  present  time. 

"You’re  heroic  if  you  support 
stores  in  everything  to-day,"  said  Mf| 
Slnid  (Barking)  iu  pleading  for  the  |><  n I 
be  catered  for  more  extensivel.v  in  tt 
movement.  A penny  egg  at  other  hot 
was  a 'farthing  more  at  the  -tun;', 
of  “No,  no,”  and  “Sit  down,  T 

Mrs.  Sanderson  (Battersea)  reminded  It 
delegates  that  they  had  had  l.ovalU 
loyalty,  loyalty.”  drummed  into  them  wt 
since  Mrs.  Tomlinson  started  it  iu  tt 
“ Co-operative  News."  " Every  worn  m, 
she  said,  “must  have  been  keen,  -UU 
reading  those  Articles,  to  be  loyal  to  III 
society.”  But  tile  questionin',  like  a ■ »' 
sided  marriage  service.  The  woman  pn 
mised  to  love,  honour,  and  obey,  but  I 
man  did  not  say:  “With  nil  m.v  MlJ' "WS 
goods  I thee  endow  " They  wanted  in* 
goods.  Societies  must  lie  loyal  to  the  poof 
members  by  catering  lor  them. 

A plea  for  furthering  iiiU»rnati.*iili 
trading  as  a means  of  removing  uncmplojn 
merit  was  urged  by  Mrs.  M'Ard  (Liverpool! 
The  resolution  was  carried  unammOiuH 

Fixed  Prices  and  Business. 

The  following  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Pities* 
(Central  Committee)  : 

This  Congress  welcomes  the  experiment « 
fixed  prices  for  C.W.S.  production-, 
urges  its  extension  so  as  to  en.itM 
C.W.S.  goods  to  be  nationally  ad' I*, 
tised  and  universally  known. 

C.W.S.  fixed  prices  had  already  Ih<"  a g«<J 
success.  They  helped  to  educate  the  m< 
hers  as  to  what  our  factories  were  producing 
Mrs.  Pegg  (Birmingham),  m second  ir* 
strongly  favoured  fixed  prices  in  the  i 
terests  of  the  consumer.  . 

The  resolution  was  carried  with 
dissentients. 

Married  Women  and  Work. 

Dealing  with  the  resolution  on  IJ»j 
Assistant  Secretaryship  and  the  amewi 
m,  at  Mis  ■ Webb  (Standing  Ordt  r l ■ ' 

plained  that  the  resolution  and  amendment 
had  been  ruled  out  on  technical  ground! 
Since  that  was  made  known  to  tlie  lira  nog 
concerned,  a resolution  that  was 
under  rule,  signed  by  five  voting  dek-g a 
had  been  presented.  'Ibis  resolution  H 
now  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

That  this  Congress  protests  again  ’ JJ3 
appointment  of  Mrs.  Barton  as  a'-si’  M 
secretary  of  the  Central  Women  » '’'-£1 
at  a salary  of  £300,  feeding  that  1 
assistant  secretary  appointed  dioiiW  .J 
resident  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the  Leo-  I 
Offices,  .so  that  her  service* 
more  beneficial  to  the  general  secret*^ 
and  resolves,  owing  to  the  aJ,D"ty] 
state  of  the  labour  market,  tu*t 
position  shall  be  given  to  a c*Jr* .J 
woman  whose  circumstances  lorte  i 
to  maintain  herself.  ,, 

Mrs.  Hedley  (Grimsby)  moved  the 
tion,  stating  there  w*»  nothing  prr-otyj 
it.  O’  Hear,  hear,”  and  opposition 
• I have  a right  to  my  opinion  c?°l  c • - 
the  speaker.  Why  could  not  Dm-  hr a ^ 
have  a voice  in  the  election?  « hci-  *■  - [ 
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' j,nj  equality  so  often  preached  in 
’“V'  Women’s  Pages”? 
fi-'j  f-a|i]l  (Grimsby)  seconded,  protesting 
■f ’>  the  appointment  on  constitutional 
^"n/ls  The  guilds  paid  the  piper;  then 
fhyU  i)»t  a voice  in  the  appointment  of 

Mrs*  Toomber  (Grimsby)  supported,  stat- 
J there  must  be  equality. 

Meritli  (South  -Metropolitan  Dis- 
. . " opposed  the  resolution  on  several 
* nils  The  Guild  was  a different 
njsatmii  from  any  otlier.  The  fact 
the  appointment  was  unpopular 
J^aiise  it  nas  a Pait*  one-  (Applause.) 

j#rs  Close  said:  “ Let  us  be  consistent.” 
•n/niiolc  trouble  lay  in  not  desiring  some- 
T * to  rise.  (Cries  of  ■■  No.  m.")  Thee 
tft  drop  the  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence 
FL  They  must  choose  the  best  person. 
Juried  or  single,  employed  or  unem- 
Sflvcd.  They  had  no  right  to  inquire  into 
V’esiic  affairs.  They  did  not  want  an 
inquisition  into  people’s  domestic  affairs, 
■jp,  Arniytage  (Leeds)  thought  that 
ljjj  the  Guild  worked  on  voluntary  lines 
jtffa6tar  better  than  to-day.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Mr*.  Dawson  (Harpnrhey,  Manchester), 
nD05^d  the  resolution,  which  was  the 
most  talked  of  with  the  Guild.  Suppose 
HlU]0  „f  the  unemployed  were  placed  in 
these  positions  it  would  still  be  said,  Oh, 
it  was  a put-up  job.”  They  must  ti._e 
broader  views.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Miss  Allen  (Southern  Sectional  Council) 
jjiJ  her  branch  did  not  understand  the 
Station  when  it  came  before  them,  and 
un  going  about  she  found  that  branches 
»ere  not  expecting  the  appointment  of  an 
assistant  secretary. 

Mr.  Ferguson  (Central  Committee),  oppo- 
sing, contended  that  the  women’s  minds  were 
unbalanced  at  the  present  time,  owing  to 
what  we  had  gone  through  and  the  unemploy- 
ment chaos,  and  they  were  incapable  of  seeing 
(be  question  in  a right  light.  (Cries  of  “ No. 
no.")  It  was  essential  that  the  assistant 
secretary  should  be  baptised  with  the  guild 
spirit. 

“What  does  it  matter  whether  a woman  is 
married  or  not,  or  whether  she  has  children 
at  home  and  neglected  them  ” — (“  No,  no  ”) — 
ao  asked  Mi's.  Baker  (East  Finchley).  Those 
questions  w ere  not  the  concern  of  those  who 
appointed  a person.  The  question  was, 

" Was  she  a capable  woman  '!  ” was  what 
mattered. 

The  Genera  IJSecretary  made  a detailed  ex- 
planation to  the  effect  that  two  appointments 
were  involved  in  the  ret  irement  of  Miss  Davies 
ami  Miss  Harris,  and  the  appointment  of  assis- 
tant secretary  had  always  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  Central  Committee.  To  change  the 
petition  there  would  have  to  be  an  alteration 
of  rule. 

Mrs.  Paul  Campbell  (East  Metropolitan 
Wiict)  said  the  women  had  to  keep  a clear 
bad  on  the  married  women's  question.  Was 
lying  to  help  the  position  of  women  if  they 
rcre  not  eoing  to  allow  married  women,  to 
work. 

The  mover,  in  response,  repudiated  strongly 
(ho  Suggest  ion  that,  they  had  unbalanced 
minds.  And  they  might  as  well  shut  up  shop 
“ to  say  college  educated  people  did  not 
understand  co-operation.  What  was  the  good 
nf  women  denying  themselves  to  educate  their 
uiDghters  ? 

voting  was  207  for  the  resolution  and 
Against. 

The  President : The  result  is  rather  unsatis- 
uetory  for  at  least  a hundred  delegates  did 
not  vote  either  way. 

»a\Wi1s  .a"rm*  to  suspend  Standing  Orders 
wallow  of  a further  discussion  on  the  Workers’ 
ness  on  the  morrow. 

Congress  adjourned. 


Norwich  district  held  a Micaessful  can- 
eeiNv  let,  nt ly . when  Mrs.  Fowlkes  Smith 
v 1 Council)  spoke  on  ‘‘Co-operation 
'“‘i ‘unemployment " uu<l  Women  on 
tri  rds  lu.ul  Committees.”  Mrs.  Gee  (dis- 
Hpraresident)  occupied  the  chair. 


PRESSING  PROBLEMS. 

DISARMAMENT  : EDUCATION" ; AND  STATE  MEDICAL 

SERVICE. 


SECOND  DAYS  SITTING. 


The  last  day  of  Congress  opened  in  lively 
humour  on  a re-opened  debate  on  the  Workers’ 
Press.  As  Tuesday's  result  was  so  unsatis- 
factory, Mrs.  Hewitson  (Middlesbrough)  moved 
a new  resolution  as  follows 

This  Congress  believes  that  a daily  paper 
is  an  immediate  necessity  to  the  workers, 
aud  calls  on  the  co-operative,  trade  union, 
and  Labour  movements  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  joint  action  for  this  purpose. 
Never  was  there  a time,  she  said,  when  joint 
action  was  more  needed.  A general  election 
would  be  upon  them  in  a short  time  and  one 
of  the  things  to  suit  the  other  side  would  be 
to  find  the  workers  were  all  split  up. 

Mis.  Pidgeon  (South-Eastern  Section) 
seconded,  remarking  that  a monopoly  of  the 
press  was  really  worse  than  a food  monopoly. 

Mis.  Paul  Campbell  (East  Metropolitan 
Federation)  asked  if  they  were  going  to  throw 
over  all  that  had  been  done  simply  because 
certain  people  were  spreading  a story  that 
Labour  people  were  trying  to  “ nobble  ” 
co-operative  money.  The  best  way  to  get  a 
strong  co-operative  daily  paper  was  to  put 
what  they  had  on  strong  and  certain  ground. 
(Loud  applause.) 

There  was  a demand  for  a ballot,  but  a show 
of  cards  was  taken,  and  the  verdict  was : — 
For  the  resolution,  412  ; against,  125.  The 
result  was  greeted  with  hearty  applause. 

Mrs.  Walker  (Wakefield) : I hope  that  those 
400  who  have  voted  for  the  resolution  will 
support  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” as  well  as 
the  “ Daily  Herald.”  (Cheers.) 

Disarmament. 

Mrs.  Close  (Central  Committee)  moved  the 
following  resolution  on  disarmament : — 

This  Congress,  representing  over  50,000 
organised  working  women,  expresses  its 
horror  that  the  resources  of  the  nations  are 
still  being  wasted  in  piling  up  instruments 
of  destruction  to  the  menace  of  life  and 
peace,  and  to  the  financial  ruin  of  the  world, 
it  calls  on  the  Government  to  take  a definite 
stand  against  the  continuance  of  the  armed 
peace  and  to  use  its  influence  for  the  dis- 
arming of  the  nations. 

She  said  after  two  thousand  years  of  Chris- 
tian teaching  they  found  themselves  in  the 
very  depth  of  chaos.  Every  man  who  joined 
the  forces  in  1914  and  the  subsequent  year?  of 
the  war,  did  so  for  one  purpose — to  offer  their 
lives  for  their  country,  and  so  there  would  lie 
no  more  destruction.  It  would  have  been 
hotter  had  they  livc-d,  for  they  might  have 
helped  them  to  keep  the  peace.  Woman 
had  no  say  in  the  late  war,  but  they  would 
have  next  time. 

Mrs.  Bannister  (Leeds)  seconded,  saying 
that  wealth  spent  on  armaments  could  be' 
better  spent  on  improving  industrial  con- 
ditions. 

Mrs;  Robinson  (Levenshulmc)  and  Mrs. 
Greening  (Salford)  moved  and  seconded  the 
following  amendment : — 

Delete  all  after  “ world  ” and  substitute 
“ but  before  we -press  disarmament  to  our 
own  nation  while  others  are  still  preparing 
for  future  warfare  we  should  devote  our 
utmost  backing  to  the  energies  of  the 
League  of  Nations,  and  thereby  gain  through 
this  channel  disarmament  throughout  the 
world.” 

Mrs.  Cottrill  (Birkenhead)  said  talking  was 
all  so  much  waste.  Words  could  not  get 
disarmament  while  every  time  they  sent  capi- 
talist people  back  to  Parliament  who  only 
existed  because  of  war.  Yet  they  would  find 
working  women  working  against  Co-operative 
candidates. 
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WOMEN 
DELEGATES 
FROM 
ACROSS 
THE  SEA. 


A photograph 
taken  outside  the 
Town  Hall  showing 
Miss  Jonson  (Swe- 
den), Miss  Garfjeld 
(Norway),  Mrs. 
Bromley  (America), 
and  Mrs.  Vishorg 
(Sweden). 


Mrs.  Barton  (Parliamentary  Candidate 
King's  Norton),  who  was  greeted  with  cheers 
and  renewed  cheers,  said  unemployment  to-day 
was  greater  than  ever  before  because  of  the 
piling  up  of  armaments  in  the  past.  Instead 
of  spending  money  that  way  they  should 
spend  it  on  education  and  travelling  scholar- 
ships so  that  their  children  could  go  abroad 
and  get  to  know  the  children  of  other  countries. 

The  amendment  was  well  lost,  and  the 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted,  but  for 
half-a-dozen  hands  against. 

Medical  Service. 

The  question  of  the  care  of  maternity 
cases  in  the  report  brought  from  Miss  Allen 
(Reigate)  a call  for  a national  medical 
service. 

Mrs.  Hood  (Consultative  Committee, 
Ministry  of  Health)  said  they  drew  up  a 
scheme  which  Dr.  Addison  stated  would  be 
death  to  the  Government.  That  was  when 
economy  stunts  were  started. 

An  Education  Protest. 

A new  resolution  was  put  forward  protest- 
ing against  the  cut  in  education,  particularly- 
the  provision  for  special  schools  as  well  as 
the-limitation  of  free  places  and  the  raising 
of  the  fees  in  secondary  schools.  ft  also 
demanded  that  the  Government  should  keep 
its  pledge  and  put  into  operation  tile  Educa- 
tion Act  of  1918,  and  urged  that  mainten- 
ance giants  should  be  available  for  all 


children  at  fourteen  to  continue  education' 
till  sixteen,  tiifffe  nelioving  uucmpKnim  nt  ; 
and  that  the  Board  of  Education  should  be 
!|f Id  responsible  for  the  feeding  of  children 
ill-fed  through  unemployment,  and  not  local 
authorities. 

Mrs  James  < \\  imbledon),  in  moving  this, 
said  half-a-inillion  children  were  leaving 
school  at  fourteen  to  compete  with  the  un- 
employed. They  could  afford  to  keep  them 
at  school  till  sixteen.  It  only  cost  Sd.  a day 
at  an  elementary  school,  against  Li>  a day 
for  training  naval  officers  at  Dartmouth. 
(Shame.) 

Mrs.  Biggs  (Coventry)  said  there  wore 
better  plaoes  for  cattle  than  for  school 
children. 

There  were  many  speakers,  aud  the  reso- 
lution was  passed  unanimously,  as  was  an- 
other advising  the  formation  of  parents’ 
and  teachers’  committees  in  connection  with 
education  authorities,  which  was  proposed  by 
Miss  Cook  (Ryde),  and  seconded  by  Mrs. 
Longbottoin  (Cowes),  who  urged  that 
parents  should  know  what  newspapers  were 
read  to  children. 

Separation  and  Maintenance  Orders. 

Sensational  details  were  recounted  by 
Mrs.  Hood  (Enfield  Highway)  from  her  per- 
Bonnl  observations  as  a magistrate  when 
moving  the  resolution  oil  separations  and 
maintenance  orders.  The  resolution  read  : — 

That  we  delegates  attending  this  Con- 
gress, • and  representing  over  50,000 
women,  pledge  ourselves  to  do  all  in  our 
power  by  sending  resolutions,  deputa- 
tions, Are.,  to  local  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  secure  support  for  the  Separa- 
tion and  Maintenance  Orders  Bill,  as  we 
consider  the  time  has  come  for  an 
alteration  of  the  law  in  reference  to 
separation  and  maintenance. 

[Report  of  Wednesday  afternoon’s  sitting 
of  the  Congress  will  be  found  on  page  9.] 


CW-S.  CONCENTRATED  . . 

SIZE  

In  1-lb.,  1-lb.,  and  1-lb.  packeta.  Also  in  cwL  bags. 

Suitable  for  general  purposes  and  all  branches 
of  House  Decoration— a speciality  of  the  C.W.S. 
Glue  Works  at  Pontefract. 


STICKS— ’TIS  GLUE 

A Special  Soluble  Clue  which  dissolve*  readily  in  hoi 
water — no  steeping  required — is  prepared  at  the  C.W.S. 
Clue  Works,  Pontefract. 


Sold  in  Shall  Cakes  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


“ Rysset  Tea”  Testimiii. 


Here  is  a selection  of  the  best  testimonials 
recently  submitted  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
" Russet  Tea " of  the  E.  &•  S.  C.W.S.  Tea 
Department.  All  who  read  them  should 
put  them  to  the  proof  by 

Trying  “ Russet  Tea.” 

it  can  be  obtained  only  at 
Co-operative  Stores. 


“ A smart  young  friend  came  home  to  tea.  We  found  him 
very  agreeable,  possessing  a distinctive  charm  all  Iris  own, 
quickly  making  friends  with  the  hidies.  Who?  Why, 
Mr.  Russet,”  H.  J.  Cat  tell. 

*•  If  you  feel  at  all  fatigued,  or  through  unemployment 
grieved,  drink  Russet.  if  your  spirits  nre  downcast,  - 
wishing  to  amend  the  past,  happiness  is  yuuis  at  last, 
drink  Russet.”  L.  Ball. 

” The  Russet  Tea  is:  Rich  in  body.  Unequalled  for  price, 
Strong  in  liquor,  Soothing  in  effects.  Economical  in  line. 
Tempting  to  the  palate,  Tannin  absent.  Exceeds  e.\j  c ra- 
tions, Assist*  household  expenditure.”  M.  Eldeci.in. 

” Co-op.  Russet  Tea  is  acknowledged  to  he  the  greatest 
dispelier  of  sadness;  It  enhances  life’s  joy,  and  contains  no 
alloy;  fills  our  cups  with  good  cheer  and  with  gladness.” 

A.  RkkvE8. 

“ When  I’m  in  a paddy,  I go  to  the  caddy,  to  get  some 
Russet  Tea.  Some  water  hot  I toon  put  in  the  pot—  It  makes 
a new  woman  of  me.”  C.  Wood. 

” Granny  says  Autumnal  Red  Leaf  Plucking?  are  a 
gradely  pick-me-up,  and  is  sure  Sam  Ashworth  would  have 
given  you  a grand  show  in  th’  owd  Pioneers’  Shop.” 
M.  Wakken  (age  11  years). 

” I am  only  eleven,  so  I am  not  allowed  much  tea.  'Hie 
tea  I like  best  of  all  is  Russet  Tea,  been iv>e  Mother  says  it 
goes  a long  way.”  F.  Lake  (age  11  years). 

“ Mr.  Ru6set  is  a tea  rich  as  rubies  rare,  piquant,  fragrant 
as  can  be.  (No  paper  purchased  here).  Absolutely  "It.” 


I can't  say  more. 


Xinepence  a quarter  at  every  store. 

M.  J.  LaioCku. 


“ When  the  toil  of  day  is  over,  nnd  the  evening  sets  us 
free,  gathered  round  the  homely  table,  humble  though  the 
spread  mav  be.  What  a blessing,  how  refreshing,  is_a  cup 
of  Russet  Tea.”  R.  Kkw. 

In  the  alphabet  you  »?e,  U comes  after  letter  T.  After 
tasting,  I -Ji.'dl  see.  You  come  after  Russet  Tea.” 

A.  H.  Sasdehn. 

“A  Russet  Tea  Competition?  Why?  Russet  defies 
competition!  It  is  the  most  refreshing  beverage  tbit  ever 
fillea  a teapot.  Every  consumer  who  gets  a packet  of  Ku>»v;t 
— gets  a prize.”  O.  Achtkn. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


fCORRE3PON'DENi3  ore  requested  lo  write  in  Ink.  on 
one  side  of  tbe  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
•go,  eex,  occupation,  end  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
" noma-de  plunie " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
comes  nod  addresses  os  proof  ol  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  coses  requiring  to  be  seen  can  be  con- 
sidered. Address.  " The  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  News," 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.] 

“ Half  Hundred.”— Use  the  douche  re- 
commended for  “ Cornflower.”  The  “ hot 
flushes  ” may  continue  for  some  time  yet. 

“ Satisfied.” — (1)  You  are  scarcely  likely 
to  get  stronger,  at  your  age.  (2)  My  reply 
to  your  second  question  is  in  the  affirmative. 

A Wart. — “ Co-operator  ” might  get 
this  removed  by  means  of  carbonic  snow, 
applied  by  n doctor , perhaps  at  a hospital. 

Bishop.— -I  am  afraid  that  no  amount  of 
medicine  is  likely  to  remove  the  condition 
you  refer  to,  at  your  age. 

Hay  Fever  (‘‘Strolling  Saint”). — I 
know  of  no  real  cure  lor  hay  fever — not 
even  the  so-called  “ inoculation  cure.” 

“ Coi.i.f.en.” — The  prescription  recom- 
mended for  " Miss  J.  M.”  (Edinburgh)  may 
do  you  good. 

“ Cornflower.” — Try  this  as  a douche: 
Sulphate  of  zinc,  2 drachms;  boracic  acid, 

2 drachms ; water  to  10  ounces ; to  lie 
diluted  with  four  times  its  bulk  of  water, 
and  used  ns  a douche  when  required. 

“Ivy.” — Your  symptoms  are  purely 
nervous,  and  the  sooner  you  give  over 
thinking  so  much  about  them  the  better. 
Get  more  out  into  the  open  air,  drink  less 
tea,  and  doii’t  worry  so  much  about  your 
“ feelings.” 

Catarrh  of  Nose  and  Throat  (“  A.  B. 
C’.”). — This  is  opt  to  be  tedious  in  recovery. 
Try  a douche  of  hot  salt  and  water  night 
and  morning,  and  in  fine  weather  get  out 
as  much  as  possible  into  the  sunshine  and 
fresh  air; 

“ Editor.” — At  sixty-six  years  of  age 
your  symptoms  may  indicate  a more  serious 
and  less  easily  curable  condition  than  you 
seem  to  think,  and  1 think  you  had  better 
consult  a local  doctor.  “ Better  be  sure 
than  sorry/'  Being  a teetotaller  is  no 
guarantee  of  exemption  from  all  ailments, 
especially  at  .,sixty-six. 

••  Magneto.’ symptom  is  due  to 
intestinal  indigestion,  lor  which  you  might 
try  this  prescription  : — Pepsiae,  1 drachm; 
tincture  of  calumba,  2 drachms ; tincture  of 
ginger,  2 drachms;-  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 
drachms;  peppermint  water  to  8 ounces. 
One  tahlespoonful  to  be  taken  immediately 
after  meals.  Take  less  tea,  and  drink  only 
between  meals. 

' .V.  D.  H.  (Valvular  Disease  of  the  Heart) 
or  D.  A.  H.  (Disordered  Action  of  the 
Heart)  (“Ex-Service  Man”). — When  two 
doctors  disagree  who  shall  decide — your 
own  doctor  or  the  Ministry  of  Pensions’ 
doctor!''  You  must  just  trust  the  one  in 
whom  you  have  most  confidence.  But  in 
either  case  you  will  act  most  safely  by 
“ cn'in’  ■-  canny,”  as  recommended'  for 
“ Dismayed.” 

Vrinary  Trouble  (“  Seaside  ”). — Nervous 
irritability  of  the  bladder  at  your  a’ge — 
thirty  years — is  more  likely  to  be  the  cause 

01  your  symptoms  than  disenlargement  of 
tile  prostate  gland — the  commonest  cause  in 
advanced  life.  Try  this  medicine  : —Tinc- 
ture of  syoscyamus,  2 drachms;  liquor 
stryi  hailin'.  1 drachm;  dilute  phosphoric 
acid,  2 drachms;  spirit  of  cfiloroform,  2 
drachms;  infusion  of  buchu  to  8 ounces. 
One  tahlespoonful  three  times  a day. 

Over-Sensitive  (“Democrat”).  — Your 
“weakness”  is  entirely  nervous,  and  the 
more  you  give  wav  to  it  the  worse  will  you 
become.  So  “ buck  up.”  and  do  your  best 
to  fight  against  it  and  give  over  worrying 
so  much  about  those  “trifles” — always 
about  one  thing  or  other.  Medicine  is  of 
no  use  for  your  symptoms;  the  rjemedy  is 
in  your  own  hands  by  “ stopping  off  ” those 
worryings  and  those  introspections,  and 
suggesting  to  yourself  that  instead  of 
being  ill  you  are  really  improving,  as  M. 
Coue  suggests  : “ Say  repeatedly,  * Every 
day  and  every  wav  I am  getting  better!'  " 
and  you  will  find  improvement. 

“ Stccar.” — A cracking  knee  joint  of 
three  years’  duration,  with  pains  in  leg  on 
going  up  or  downstairs,  indicates  a rather 
serious  condition,  which  may  continue  tor 
some  time  longer.  For  it  rubbing  is  apt  to 
lit  more  harmful  than  helpful ; and  your 
severe  headache,  with  irregular  sleep  and 
foul  tongue  in  the  morning,  indicate  stomach 
trouble,  for  which  you  might  find  this  pre- 
scription helpful: — Bicarbonate  of  potash, 

2 drachms;  compound  tincture  of  cardani- 
mons.  2 drachms;  compound  tincture  of 
cinchona,  2 drachms;  tincture  of  ginger.  2 
drachms;  camphor  water  to  8 ounces.  One 
tahlespoonful  three  times  a day.  an  hour  be- 
fore meals.  Many  thanks  for  vour  commen- 
dation of  our  Medical  Column! 

Emphysema  (••  Dismayed  “). — We  oiilv 
reply  through  this  Column.-  I agree  with 
your  panel  doctor  that  emphysema  is  in- 
curable. and  that  the  chances  are  that  you 

will  get  worse  instead  of  better” a 

piece  of  unwelcome  truth  of  which  vqu 
must  make  the  best  you  can.  As  to  treat- 
ment. little  can  be  done  other  than  bv 
hygienic  care  and  unceasing  “ ca\  canni-^ 
lless  —walking  slowly,  especially  uphill  or 
upstairs : g#tnng  slowly  out  of  bed.  a bit 
at  a tune;  never  hurrying  about  anything 

[Continued  c.t  (oot  of  next  column.] 


CALENDAR. 


JUNE. 

Co-operators'  Educational  Fellow -hip  (Man- 
chester Branch).— Visit  to  Hall  i’  th'  Wood 
and  Chadwick  Museum.  -BnllOn.  Train 
leaves  Victoria  Station.  2-10  p.ln. 

Northern  Section.— South  Durl^ni  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Stanhope, 
at  2 pan.  Subject  for  discussion  : " The 
Co-operative  Party";  to  be  introduced  by 
Mr.  D.  C.  Ilowie  (Co-operative  Party 
organiser). 

North-Western  Educational  Association  (Old- 
Iiuiii  Group). — Open-air  Conference  for  Chars 
Teachers  and  Delegates,  at  Denshaw, " ut 
3-15  pan.  Subject  for.  discussion  : " Edu- 
cation : A Nation’s  Foundation."  Speaker, 
Mr.  11.  Morgan  (head-master,  Newliey 
Council  School). 

North-Western  Section.— South  Yorkshire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Centenary  School- 
room, Frodinglmm-road,  Scunthorpe,  ai  3 
p.m.  Subject  for  consideration  : " The 

Brighton  Congress”;  to  he  introduced  by 
Mr.  E.  C'usworth  (Killamnrsh). 

National  Publishing  Society. — Half-yearly 
Meeting,  on  the  Premises  of  the  Wholesale 
Society,  Balloon-street,  .Manchester,  ut 

3 -p.m. 

Women's  Guild. — Calderdale  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  G-uild  Room,  Elland,  at  3-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Women  Co- 
operators.”  Speaker.  Mr.  A.  H.  Farrcr 
(Todmorden).- 

Southern  Section  (Beds,  and  Bucks.  District 
Association). — Annual  Educational  Confer- 
ence, at  Tickford  Abbey,  near  Newport  l'ag- 
nell.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Co-operative 
Problems."  Address  by  Professor  F.  Hull, 
M.A. 

North-Western  Educational  Association  (Ifnli- 
fax  District). — Group  Rally.  Meet  at  lleb- 
den  Bridge  Station  at  2-15  p.m. 

South-Western  Section.— Devon  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Town  Hall,  Buckfastleigh.  at 
2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : •'  The 
Co-operative  Party  : Its  Activities  and 

Needs."  Reader  of  paper,  Mr.  S.  Rees 
(organiser,  National  Co-operative  Party). 

Northern  Section.— East  Durham  District  Con- 
ference, at  Crughead,  at  3-15  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " The  Financial  Posi- 

tion of  tile  Co-operative  iMovcnu-nt  in  Rela- 
tion to  New  Forms  of  Administration  in  the 
fleloil  Trade.” 


School,  ot  Tickford  Abbey,  near., Newport 
Pagnell.  Lecturer,  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A. 

JULY. 

1 S.  Midland  Sect  ion. — Nottingham  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Primitive  Methodist  Chapel, 
Key'vorth,  at  3 pan.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : Report  of  Brighton  Congress  by  Mr. 
H.  Jones  (Netherfield). 

i,  „ Wholesale,  Society's  Quarterly  Divisional  Meet- 
ings : In  the  Society’s  Premises,  West 

Blnndford-strcet,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  at 
2 p.m.  In  the  Cumperdowii  House 
Hall,  Half  Moon-passage,  Dunenn-slreet, 
London.  E.,  a 2 p.m.  In  the  Town 
Hall,  Market-place,  Mansfield,  at  3 pan.  In 
the  .Mitchell  Memorial  Hall.  Bulloon-stre.it, 
Manchester,  at  3 p.m.  In  the  Town  Hall 
(Mayor's  Reception  Room).  Dewsbury,  at 
2 -pan.  In  the  Co-operative  Hall,  33,  King- 
slreet,  Aspntria,  at  2-45  pan.  In  the  So- 
ciety’s Premises,  Broad  Quay,  Bristol,  at 
2 pan.  In  the  Society's  Premises,  St.  Man- 
street,  CurdilT,  ut  2 p.m. 

8 S.  Northern  Educational  Association. — Meeting 
in  tlie  Temperance  Hull,  Shotley  Bridge,  at 
2-35  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : ” The 
League  of  Nations."  Address  by  Mr.  C. 
Wilkinson  (Tyneside  Council  of  the  League 
of  Nations), 

„ Wholesale  Society’s  General  Meeting,  in  the 
Mitchell  Memorial  Hull,  Balloon-sl  reel,  Man- 
chester, at  2 pan. 
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[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

and  never  worrying  over  anything,  the 
hitter  .probably  more  difficult  to  do  than 
the  former.  The  advice  of  a «>peciiili.st 
would  do  you  no  more  good  than  that  of 
your  own  doctor;  and  as  a local'  saying 
lias  it:  “ Theau  mun  just  do  as  weel  as 
theau  con,  and  better  rf  theau  knows 
heaw !” 

Indigestion  (“  Double  F.").— There  is 
no  such  “cure  for  indigestion”  as  you 
ask  for.  Each  case  can  only  be  treated 
upon  its  own  particular  symptoms.  You 
are  evidently  under  the  common  fallacy 
that  each  complaint  has  got  ;to  speyinl 
“ cure.”  and  all  the  doctor  has  to  do  i*  to 
ascertain  the  particular  one  in  order  »■>  1 
order  its  special  ’cure.”  each  disorder 
being  catalogued  with  its  " cure  " ti<  keted. 
Very  different  is  disease  and  it'  treatment. 
In  your  case  you  might  try  the  following 
prescription ; — Pep-due.  1 drachm  ; car- 
bonate of  magnesia,  1 drachm  ; tincture  of 
rhubarb.  2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform, 

2 drachms;  infusion  of  gentian  to  8 ounce*. 
Une  lablespoouful  three  times  a day  after 
food. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKERS-Tht  N.U.D.A.W. 

‘THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Re»i»b'e  "Tods  Unim 
Taper.  Published  fortnight!* 
len  Saturday)).  Price  2d., 
Irom  brerwh  secretaries,  or  3d. 
Ml  (roe  from  Central  Office— 
Oakley."  VVilmilsw  Road, 
FallnwfiekL  Msn.heXer. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


APPLICATIONS  are  iuvited  for  the  position  of  MAN- 
AGER for  file  Whculsheuf  Works,  Leicester ; the 
-applicant,  in  addition  to  having  « widp.  general  com- 
mercial experience  and  a knowledge  ol  the  leather 
market,  must  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  best 
organised  methods  and  systems  of  present -day  produc- 
tion of  Leicester  good-;  a liberal  salary  will  be  paid. — 
Applications,  stating  uge,  experience,  and  salury  re- 
quired, and  endowed  " Leicester  Works'  Manager," 
to  be  addressed  to  the  Drapery  Committee,  Co-oporativo 
Wholesale  Society,  1,  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  not 
Inter  Ilian  July  3rd  next. 

ADLINGTON  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SO- 
CIETY LTD.  (5,  Peel-street,  Adliugton,  near 
Charley).— Wanted,  a fully  experienced  HEAD-DRESS- 
MAKER,  to  work  under  supervision  of  drapery  man- 
ageress; must  be  strict  disciplinarian  and  able  "to  con- 
trol staff. — Applications,  slating  age,  experience,  and 
wages  required,  to  reach  the  Society  not  later  than 
Monday  morning,  June  26th,  endorsed  " Head-Dri-ss- 
maker." 


BAKERY  FOREMAN  Required:  25  sacks  bread  and 
£20  cakes  and  smalls;  IVrkins'  "Universal" 
knender;  Read',  cake  mixer;  Peel  oven-. — Applica- 
tions, endorsed  Bakery  Foreman."  with  lull  particu- 
lars. to  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  26,  Baker-street, 
Weston-super  Alar.*. 


CHEMIST. — Full)  qualified  MAN  Required  as  MAN- 
AGER and  BUYER  for  a department  about  to 
tie  opened;  knowledge  of  optics  a recommendation.— 
Apply  immediately  lex  application  form,  which  must 
he  completed  and  returned,  to  arrive  not  later  than 
first  post,  July  3rd,  Darlington  Co-operative  Society, 
Pricstgate,  Darlington. 

CONFECTIONERY  Ft) It K M A nT-Wum t!-el , thoroughly 
practical  MAN,  experienced  in  all  brunches  .if 
tin-  trade,  up-to-date  machinery,  and  control  of  men; 
none  hut  fii\-t-cla.'s  men  need  apply.— Apply,  stating 
nge,  wages  required;  and  giving  two  references,  to 
• he  Secretary,  Wigan  mid  District  Equitable  Co-opera- 
liv-  Society  Limited,  Standisligate,  Wigan,  not  later 
limn  July  4th. 


[iTARM  BAILIFF. — Wanted,  miuiii  MAN  to  manage 
farm  of  175  acres;  half’ arable;  must  be  llio- 
-ui.ghlv  practical,  competent,  mid  possessing  know- 
ledge of  cropping,  milk  producing,  and  good  disci- 
plinarian.— State  wages,  age,  and  referen-'  • " - 


Cl  ROC'RRY  AND  PROVISIONS— Wanted,  smart  MAN 
X for  season;  used  lo  bundling  provisions  and  bacon 
machine. — Apply,  stating  uge,  experience,  wages,  and 
relt  rences,  to  Manager,  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
Olil-road,  C'laclon-on-Sea. 


/GENERAL  MANAGER  Wontqd  by  tlm  Station  Town 
V*  C'o-'oporative  Society  Ltd.;  must  be  a first-class 
man,  who  is  accustomed  to  buying,  and  a good  dis- 
ciplinarian; present  .salary  £6  5s.  per  week.— Apply 
by  letter,  stating  age,  experience,  ond  enclosing  ut 
least  three  recent  references,  on  or  before  Tuesday 
morning,  June  27th,  to  the  Committee,  Station-lane, 
Wingate,  S.O. 


IDEAL  BOOT  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED 
(Southgate  street.  Leicester).— REPRESENTATIVE 
lur  Lancashire  -mid  Yorkshire  Wanted:  resident  in 

Manchester  preferable;  ladies’  and  children's  high-class 
welted  mid  M.S. 


OUTFITTING  AND  READY  AIADES  — Smart,  experi- 
enced MAN  Wanted  as  ASSISTANT;  must  have 
lmd  previous  experience;  trade  union  rate  of  wages 
paid. — Applications,  stating  age,  qualifications,  and 
names  for  two  references,  lo  be  forwarded  to  the 
Walsall  and  District  Co-operative  Society,  Bridge- 
street,  Walsall.  Envelopes  to  be  endorsed  "Outfitting 


MANAGERESS  and  BUYER  Required  for  Drapery 
and  Millinery  Department ; society  1,200  mem- 
bers.— Apply,  slating  age,  experience,  and  wages  re- 
quired, with  copies  of  testimonials,  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  Ltd.,  Broad  Quay,  Bristol. 


MANAGERESS  Required  for  Dru|icry  and  Boots; 

must  lie  fully  experienced,  capable  saleswoman; 
knowledge  of  buying  and  window-dressing;  no  oilier 
need  apply.— Write,  stating  nge,  wage,  experience,  and 
references.  Co-openitife  Society  Luh.  Aylesbury.  Bucks 


the  position, is  nqjv  filled. 

WANTED,  a BUYER  for  flic  Grocery  mid  Provi- 
sion Department;  central  and  8 branches.— 
Applications,  slating  age,  experience,  ond  wages  re- 
quired. along  with  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials, 
I,,  he  sent  in >t  later  than  June  27th,  nddre-sed  to  the 
Com  mil  lee,  Co-operotive  Society'  Ltd.,  Ton  Pentre, 
Rhondda. 


•WT*TANTED,  n good  JUNIOR  ASSISTANT  for  Grocery. 

V V and  Provision  Department.— Apply,  etuting  age, 
experience,  and  wage,  to  Co  operative  Society  Limited, 
Cowper-road,  Berkhnmsted. 


T ANTED,  a GIRL  who  has  had  experience  in 
) Drapery  : willirg  to  help  in  other  departments.— 
ply,  'luting  wages  required,  to  Roche  and  District 
•operative  Society,  Cornwall. 


WANTED,  a competent  SECRETARY;  must  be 
V V qualified  to  make  out  balance  sheets,  annual  re- 
lurnM,  and  to  lake  charge  of  the  office  of  a retail 
co-operative  aockt)'  with  1,150  members,  and  turnover 
about  £60.000  per  annum;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wages. — 
Written  applications,  stating  nge  and  experience,  and 
enclosing  copies  of  recent  te-timonials,  to  reach  thair- 
liiun,  Cowl  Terrace  (Cloughfold)  Inilii'trial  Society  Ltd., 
via  Manchester,  not  Inter  than  J one  26th. 
TK’MT’ANTED,- Uioroughlv  capable  and  r> liable  MAN- 
>>  ACER  for  Tailoring  and  Outfitting  Department, 
doing  a trade  of  £22,500  per  annum;  must  be  good 
organiser,  buyer,  and  disciplinarian;  none  but  fit'-t- 
class  men  need  apply -—Application-,,  stating  wage* 
and  full  particulars,  and  endorsed  " Outfitting,"  to 
be  forwarded  not  later  than  Friday,  June  36ih,  to 
General  Manager,  Cambridge  and  District  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.,  73,  Burleigh  -tre^t.  Cambridge. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers.  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS.  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  reqairir.g  eflicient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references.  1 r coy  di.-tnbutivc  department,  apply, 
JOH.K  TcnxfcR.  G*r*-r«1  Secretary.  National  Amalgamated 
Umoo,  Shop  A f.-ni inn.  Warehousemen,  aod  Clerks, 
D'lke  Hence.  Malrt-atreeL  London.  WCL 


A DA  ERTISKK,  with  g .,|  commercial  ImtliMk 
.V  — BOOKKEEPER 

TRAVELLER,  or  [DEPOT  MANAGER  well  j„  o4 
\etii.in-_-  and  publicity  work'.— Apply,  B-.x  MA(i 


|Df  t HI 


OPHTHALMIC  OPTICTAN 
went  n*n*gin«  jewellery- 


B 


AKERS- — Societies  in  any  part  of  Englaod  or 
I requiring  Operative  Askers  of  any  grad* 
t'l  to  apply  to  W BuriEUi.  f>oeral  fx-ens- 
gtmated  L’r.ioo  cf  Operative  fat  n and  Coa- 
67.  Sy  dnryV.ree;,  London,  8.W. 


31  iaud“pt.-i'.-rr«i:'  -V  '|".ViV..u'  wi.h  'rt"^.  ' *, 

society  is  devirrd  hv  « practical  MAN  ,i<  M.AN  Uq.u 
of  a large  branch  or  assistant  to  general  nun,, 


APARTMENTS. 

T>  ARMOC  I II  — r.iine  viMt-.ra  are  1 1 . v . . ,|  . 
1 P trade  at  the  STORES,  H1GH-ST.,  where  tln-v  ,v;| 
g*'t  their  favourite  brands  in  Groceries  and  ProvCuanA 
T>  RIGHTCIN.— FURNISHED  A I'A ItTMENTS-— ilr 
Jl>  tXtRKu  44.  Sydney  street. 

DOUGLAS,—"  Claremont,"  Loch  Promenade.  |*r. 

Hotel  and  Btcirding  E-lub  ; cloaa  Pier,  fi.PO 
Amusements;  tel.  " Claremont,''  Douglas.— Tarifi  ir„ai 
C.  N.  Chadwick.  Proprietor, 

OUGLAS,  hcT.'l  — Mr-  llOUNK.  late  of  FlixtonTnd 
Irlam;  7 minutes  from  b.»ut ; most  central;  hani« 
from  home;  terms  moderate.— " ScaclifT,"  6.  Chtneh  fJ. 

DOUGLAS,  Mrs.  Taylok  is  now  bo.,,Iu. 

dates;  home  comforts;  prettiest  part  of  Dourly 
—6,  Queen's-avcnue. 

OUGLAS,  I.O.M .--Mi'*  B CAt.i.tsum7' "li^bhr 
26,  Bucks-road,  for  Comfortuhlo  A|kirlmei 
book  early;  cable  cars  put  you  down  at  (ho  .1 
established  over  forty  yeurs. 

p LORfOUS  NORTH  WA I.ES-I'ENM.A KNM  AWI 
" PLAS  MARIANDIU  " HOLIDAY  HOME; 
weekly : organised  rambles;  sea  hullmig;  accimmu 
lion  for  80  co-operutoi>. — Write  Secretary. 

(TT.  YARMOUTH.— BUD.  RES.  or  BED  ,V  UKKI-T- 
M central;  nr.  sea.— Mrs.  Johnson,  "Alpha  ll.m 
Norlhgulc-slrect. 


ORECAMBE,  C.  — Mr.,.  BAlivta,  Ast 


in-gro 


Apni 


hath; 


l’t\ 


NITBOURNE  HOLIDAY  CAMP,  IIAMDHtlOK, 
EMSWORTH. — Near  Sussex  Coast  and 
Downs;  comfbrtahly  furnished  lenls  ami  hut,;  centul 
diniug  and  social  hut;  tennis  court  and  large  ground,; 
individuals  and  families;  40s,  i 

RUDYAHD  AND  RCDYARD 
■ Rudyurd  should  pay  a v 

miles  from  the  Iaike,  >\ll  goods  one  qimljjl- 


LAKE  - A 


. Ted  for  by  nm 

Terms  on  application  to  lov-k  and  Moorlutu 
five  Society,  High-street,  Lock, 


••nt  - 


HYT..— Comfortable  APARTMENTS;  piuuo,  I 
terms  moil  — Mr-.  \V,  llQliqii,  " A»hly  n,"  li. 


R 


SCARBOIlbfrGH— NORTH  CLIFF. -TtNUMi/a  U-wrd. 
nig  House,  3,  BluulRTin-tcrroce.  Unlnlcrruplrd 


Ur<  R tl  HOLIDAY  CAMP,  R0TIII.SA 
■>  V..'  . 13  . IO  . —Open  May  to  Seplemhe 
minimum  lenns,  35s.  weekly.— Apply,  Camp,  I’mli 
Co-opera ti vo  Bukmg  Society  Lid.,  12,  SI  Neil  ,ir,c 
Glasgow’. 

’'IJIT’ANTiED. — All  Co-operative  Visitors  b>  the  pep 
v v lar  Seaside  Resort  of  CLEETilORl'F.S  are  I 
vited  to  dine  at  the  Grimsby  Society's  Co-operalii 
Cafe,  14,  High-street,  Cleethorpcs.  Quality;  tw-rvio 
and  Prices  lo  suit  all.  Large  or  small  partira  ealerr 
for.  Close  to  station,  pier,  sands,  mid  nmuscincnli. 


ENTERTAINERS, 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 
■^TSTILL  CARTER'S  " MERIHE  MIMICS."  AI 
It  a hiu’ccs,.  Repertoire,  Ac.  Galas,  Fein,  Gu 
Parties  fully  supplied;  lerms  iiumI.— 15,  Warwick-»l 
Hulnie,  Manchester.— Tol.  1163  Central. 

’Xl  .Altti.AHET  M I It  Cl  I in  

ii  JL  m'MOROU.S  and  DRAMATIC  (I.ASSKAI, 
RECITALS,  with  Singing  and  Pianoforte  Interlude, 
by  MARIAN  MURCII;  now  b.K>Uing  autumn  and 
winter  tlute.s;  Wanted,  Engagement*,  November,  Smith 
Wales  district.— Addrc--*,  Higher  BroOkmlunc,  SI 
SomenoL 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Airedale  co-operative  worsted  mancfac- 

TURING  FOCIKTY  LIMITED. 

Makers  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tuiloriu* 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 

Addri  i,  Fui.ton  Strkct.  Bn adfoiiii,  Vuiiks.  Tel.  No.  8J6. 


A SURE  INCOME—  Fkiiy  DISPLAY  LET!  BRING  for 
Signs,  Gold  Facias,  Ac.;  hprclal  nroposilion  '•v.-ry 
city;  direct  expert  tyslcm  in  detail,  with  bii'inc*. 
oiler  and  outfit  complete.  Os.  6d.  pn»t  free.;  le-nd 
now.— Conway  Signs,  Wray'buryt  Biuk-. 

Assistants.— paper  letter  ond  fkii'he  < i r- 

TING  SYSTEM,  2*.  complete;  hic*c*>  OMiired.  - 
Priino  Co.,  27,  Clarendon  r.ud,  nia<  k|w>ol. 

Devonshire  CLorrED  cream,  the  real  min*. 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  (REAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prise,  National  Dairy  file**, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cutti'-dra!  Dairy,  E ftti; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  sooleties;  price*  on  *W>h' 
cation. — Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indu* 
trial  Society  Ltd..  110,  81dwell-»treel,  Exeter. 


REE.— POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP 
addre**;  also  particular*  of  mo; 
ie  ogem  y.— E.  Rl<  lironn,  8 and  9.  S 


if  yui 


ring  .(-" 
II,  I/mdon. 

For  sale,  ariei.  simplex,  with  Knight  k< 

and  Siddesley  Di-a«-y  Motor  Van.;  care 
licence  (>aid  on  Ariel  for  1922.-  For  further  patU'-m*'* 
and  term*,  apply  to  General  Manager,  North  AW 


M 


iGNtrro 
four  Ik 
make,, 


i — All  ty  pes  promptly  repaired  m • 

nr« ; we  hold  a large  t.«k  -J  If 

ind  the  mo*l  varied  stock  ol  *1**'' 


• 1m 


N.W.l.  Telephone  ; 
iiimagto  Eu*rnad,  !/■ 
ALE- 


‘JW 


Motors  for  sale.—" " van.  ^p. 

carry  20  cwt.. ; van  bo4y  Ott/vJ  with 
for  bread  tray.;  In  g-*od  running  or<V-r  ' V'o’-* 
MOTOR  LURRY;  40  h,p.;  4-tonner;-  1920  mml-i. 
new;  may  be  Inspected  at  the  S-viety’s  Garage. 

•tract.  Wigan.-OITer*  to  t-  addre  e.|  to  .Ira  te<r *0h 
Wigan  and  Di-'m  t Equitable  Co-operative  Society  U*; 

Standidig»te,  Wigan.  « 

WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DATS. 

...S VTIIING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKER*- 
Mao  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Condition* 

Price..  FatablUlrad  1 S87- 
T.  II.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendlev^. 

>>  i he  Leed.  Industrial  Cooperailt* 


CHESTER. 


i the  beautiful  D«- 

Porties  not  exceeding  90  catered  for  Lunche®0’ 

■ and  Teas  at  die ~ 

C0-0PEBATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOBECATE  ST- 

Terms  ao  applkotioo- ' 


Jrs-K  24,  1022. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


HoV  IS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE  « 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Addicts  SPEROPB  BOOT 
• LTD.,  BARWELL,  neai 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  HOST  KE  LI  ABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


LITERATORE  FOR  LIVE 
CO-OPERATORS. 

NEW  PAMPHLETS. 

MUTUAL  AID  IN  EDUCATION,  h S.  Farbrothir.  Pod 

bee.  id.  . f 

CO-OPERATION  AND  THE  NEW  SOCIAL  CONSCIENCE. 

ty  Norman  Angcll.  Pul  /fee,  id. 

EDUCATIONAL  POLICY:  h A.  V.  Alexander.  Foil  fue.  id. 
FINANCIAL  POSITION  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  MOVE- 
MENT. by  G.  Riddle , post  Iru.  id. 

INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  delivered  by  Mia  M U.  Davies  (u i-lh 
portrait).  Port  bee.  id. 

■Set  of  the  above  five~pamphlets,  Is.,  post  free. 
1*.  • 

LIGHT  ON  CO-OPERATIVE  HISTORY. 

DR.  WILLIAM  KING  AND  THE 
“ CO-OPERATOR,”  1828-1830. 

With  Introduction  and  Note*  by  T.  W.  MERCER. 

This  volume  contains  o faithful  reprint  of  ihc 
" Co-operator.”  the  most  important  of  the  early 
* magazines  devoted  to  the  ocWocacy  or  -co-onvra- 
tion:  an  account. of  tlv;  life, and  work  of  Dr. 

Wilii:m  King,  containing  information  never  before 
published;  and , tnucj)  other  valuable  new  in- 
formation.  The, hook  throws  entirely  new  light 
on  the  history  of  consumers’  co-operation,  and 
must  be  read  by  every  co-operator  who  desires 
to  be  well  informed.  Three  fine  portraits  of  Dr. 

King  arc  included  in  tbe  book,  which  is  a fine 
example  of  co-operative  printing. 

PRICE.  5s.  6d„  POST  FREE. 

PLEASE  ORDER  EARLY 

From  the  Co-operative  UidoiT  Limited  ( Publicction<  Department) , 
Holynake  House,  Hanover  Street,  Manchester 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

. Limited. 

FIELWNG-WOOD 

The  Moat  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  " Eccles,"  ''Climax,"  and  other  Chec'r  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 
-Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
Tndor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


PORTABLE  OVENS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Telephone  : 

301  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE.  K1NGSWAY,  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agent9  for 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


■ ■■■■■■  — V)fje  Reliable  Jiome  i dyes . — ■ 

DRUMMER 

*n  25  SHADES*  030136 

mJP  4 bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYE  IN  0. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 

* ■ Makers  of  Edges’  “SDoXiy  SBlue”  $ “ ZDolly  ©ream.’ 


Is  the  BOOfc?  for 
r W BOyS  W. 

] Smart: : Reliable  1 
y”  ; BcsrVvlue  : r y 

' l.akV-AWc  by  tk«  toMOTO  ^ 

Crompton.  Boor  Akmufiidss, 

I & U.  \\  oiki , DtffvnTiuj^i 
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CDe  Ideal 


V) 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  tills  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURHLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hoaley-Royd  Mill,  Buroley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grandrelfes,  Flannelette, 
Silesias,  Lioenettcs.  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Linings ; 
also  of  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Oflice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particnlars  apply  : — 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch.  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 
’ Telephone  323  Leigh. 


Ask  for  ‘‘BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerettc  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  are  equal  la  any  of  the  Adefrthed 
llrattfs. 

MANiiACTVSta  nv 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Oooylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  f 
Trade  Unionists 


to  ask  at  their  Stores  lor 


“Self-Help”  Br*r'"1  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed, 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewiug  Silks  for  Hand  or  Mnohtuo  use,  Boot-Closing 
Twist,  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twist.  &o.  Bludiugs 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  mid  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Lid, 

Equity  Brand  o(  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  tbo  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester. 


Thomson’s  tTiS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills.  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Bole  Agonts : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Lid. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regdi) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


C0-0PEBATIVE  MAKE. 


Sold  by  all 
Co-operative 
Societies 


Don't  Forget  to 
Ask  For 
This 
Brand. 


i 

\J  / HOSIERY 
, / AND 

^ / UNDERWEAR. 


Manufactured  by  the 

WIGST0N  HOSIERS  Ltd., 

Wlcston  (Cooperative 
Productive  society). 


AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


i PeSaw  Polish  ( 

STILL  SHINING. 

* ' % 
*******************************  **et*************e***********f*******it*************i*****itili<*******  * 


Oiirmpsall  ®m  ua 

Are  just  The  Thing 


•Ji  nk  2-1.  l35j 

HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO. 

“Jennie”  is  ihe  Brand. 


HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO 


Jennie  ucAnoudct/c^d  tAe  @cst  / 


ADD 


SUTOX 

to  youp 

MILK  PUDDINGS. 


; AJAX”  OATS 


and 


it 


CREMO”  OATS 

are  popular  Porridge  Foods, 
prepared  by  the  C.W.S. 

« 

Most  Nutritious. 

An  Idea'  Food. 
Makes  Bon  3 and  Muscle. 


Ready  for  use  with  the  minimun 
of  cooking. 


| Co-operators  ! 

) Ask  for  -CREMO"  OATS  or 
j -.\JAX  "OATS  and  keep  fit. 


Mote  Cycles 

competed  in  the 

London— Edinburgh  Trial, 

— and  — 

both  have  been  awarded 

GOLD  MEDALS. 


The  Federation  Motor  Cycle 

RELIABLE, 

SPEEDY, 

POWERFUL, 

— and  — 

ECONOMICAL. 

If  you  are  interested  send  postcard  for  specification  to 
C.W.S.  Motor  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley,  Birmingham. 


A Motor- Vehicle  for  £150. 

The  New  C.W.  S.  3-Wheeler 


Is  made  at  the  same  works,  complete,  with  hood, 

£153  15s.  Od. 

If  you  want  an  inexpensive  Motor  Runabout  also  ask 
for  particulars  of  this. 

On  view  at  C.  U'.S.  Showrooms,  Mane'  ester  and  Newcastle, 
where  the  Federation  Motor  Bicycle  can  be  seen. 


PELAW  LIQUID 
METAL  POLISH 

IS  THE  BEST  FOR 
ALL  METAL  WORK. 


CO  OPERATIVE  TEA  IS 


‘Tilling  the  Nation's  Teapot* 


“SUN-KISSED” 

Finisi  Whitings 

ARE  A DliLKillTFl' L 
: TABLE  NOVELTY.  : 


Cured  at  tie  C IV. S.  Fish 
Curing  Establishments  at 
Fleetwood  & North  Shields. 

i Packed  in  Cartons  of  1 lb.  net 
1 to  sell  at  9J.  in  the  Stores. 

i 

7 ® 

i 

The  C.W.S.  Fish  Section  i. 

? introducing  several  new  speciahlio 

I likely  lo  bring  business  to  Store* 

t wailing  a Trade  Revival  Try  the 

“SUN-KISSED” 
FINNEY  WHITINGS 

Nutritious,  Appetising.  Graiify.n? 


Printed  acd  Published  by  the  KiHOSiL  CO-OfBUUYl  £cw  ishiso  Socmi  Lmino.  at  their  OEoea,  Uoc*  Mitigate,  VancU-’er.— Saturday.  June  24th.  1&22. 


oxipKimrT*  News,  urn  Journal  or  Assoctatto  Industry,  July  1st,  1922. 


WfHIHCSDOUBjnn 


•^SEMTlALUNm; 


IN  ALL  THINGS.  CHARITY 


CO-OPERATIVE 


DEPUTATION  TO  THE  MINISTRY.— See  Page  5. 


c.w.s. 

BISCUITS. 


STORES 


Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  of 


No.  2,666.  No.  166.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  Judy  i,  1922. 


TRICE  TWOPENCE. 
RcgiBl'.-red  ui  a Newspaper. 


A BID  FOR  VICTORY. 

MR.  JONES'  BOLD  FIGHT  AT  NOTTINGHAM. 
WHAT  HE  STANDS  FOR. 

GREATEST  GOOD  FOR  GREATEST  NUMBER. 


GET  A DIVIDEND  ON 
Healthy  Recreation 

BY  RIDING  A 

FEDERATION 

CYCLE. 

There  Is  a tonic  quality  in  riding 
::  along  a country  road — on  :: 

•;  a “ Federation " Cycle.  :: 

ASK  YOUR  STORE  MANAGER  FOR  A PRICE 

List  of  the 

ONLY  CYCLE  MADE 
BY  CO-OPERATORS  EOR 
CO-OPERATORS, 

or  initc  It  C.IV-S  Cj  le  Works.  Ti/selcy.  'Birnunfham, 
joi  the  Catalogue. 


“ SUN-KISSED” 


ARE  A DELIGHTFUL 
: TABLE  NOVELTY.  : 


Cured  at  the  C.W.S.  Fish 
Curing  Establishments  at 
Fleetwood  & North  Shields. 

Packed  in  Cartons  of  1 lb.  net 
to  sell  at  in  the  Stores. 
© 

The  C.W!S.  Fish  Seclion  it 
introducing  several  new  specialities 
likely  to  bring  business  lo  Stores 
wanting  a Trade  Revival.  Try  tho 

“SUN-KISSED” 

FINNEY  WHITINGS 

Nutritious,  Appetising,  Gratifying. 


HOLIDAY  RISKS  | 

should  be  considered,  for 

Burglars  Get  Busy  in  the  i 

Summer.  ! 

Are  you  insured  against  -j 

losses  caused  by  those  who  ; 

Break  through  and  steal  ? 1 

□ \ 

By  taking  out  a Burglary  ( 

Insurance  Policy  with  the 
Co-operative  Insurance  j 

Society  Limited  you 

ADD  TO  THE  RESTFUL  FEELING  j 

OF  YOUR  HOLIDAY; 

D { 

C.  I.  S. 

IJ9.  Corporation  St.  MANCHESTEfi,  I 

sr  59,  Morrison  St.,  GLASGOW. 

tt.  krai  CAS.  Ajrat  rill  bdp  jwi. 


OpTiMis.tr  prevails  among  the  workers  who 
are  helping  Mr.  A.  H.  Jones,  J.P.,  to  a seat 
at  Westminster  by  way  of  East  Nottingham, 
and  the  slogan,  “ Jones  for  East  Notting- 
ham and  Co-operation,”  gives  every  pro- 
mise of  ringing  true.  Notwithstanding  a 
lavish  display,  in  the  form  of  numerous 
motor  cars,  of  the  wealth  which  is  backing 
up  the  other  sides,  Mr.  Jones  continues  to 
make  headway  and  to  add  considerably  to 
his  adherents. 

Women's  Support. 

Probably  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  ex- 
cellent organisation  of  the  Co-operative 
Party,  which  is  in  many  ways  sui>erior  to 
that  of  the  other  parties.  Voluntary 
workers  have  come  forward  in  surprising 
numbers,  particularly  from  the  Women’s 
Guilds,  whose  members  deserve  every  credit 
for  the  wonderful  spirit  they  have  shown. 
The  Nottingham  guildswomen  almost  to  a 
woman  have  freely  plaoecl  their  services  at 
the  disposal  of. the  party.  In  addition,  the 
Cinder  Hill  Guild  have  sent  twenty  women 
•workers  to  the  aid  of  the  party,  and  Staple- 
ford  Guild  send  twelve  women  each  day. 

The  Women’s  Labour  League,  Miss 
Mooro  fill©  secretary  of  the  Home  Workers’ 
League,  which  was  founded  by  Miss  Susan 
Lawrence,  who  has  given  her  support),  Mrs. 
Johnston  (secretary "of  thb  Women's  Section 
of  the  General  Workers’  Union),  Mrs.  Wal- 
lace (a  member  of  the  local  Board  of 
Guardians),  and  numerous  other  influential 
women  in  the  district  have  rendered  signal 
service.  Mrs.  Wallace  and  Mrs.  Blair  (Co- 
operative Party)  have  been  conducting 
4'  hell-meetings,”  which  have  been  wonder- 
fully successful.  Last  week-end  the  Long 
Eaton  Comrades’  Circle  also  hopped  in  with 
valuable  help. 

Co-operators,  trade  unionists,  and  all 
progressive  movements,  in  fact,  are  putting 
their  whole  strength  into  the  fight.  So  far 
as  organisation  goes,  the  Co-operative  Party 
has  led  the  way  throughout  the  contest. 

The  ” Co-operative  News  " posters  were 
the  first  to  be  issued  in  connection  with 
the  campaign. 

Huge  Meetings. 

It  has  been  almost  an  open-air  campaign. 
Almost  the  only  places  available  for  meet- 
ings were  schools,  and  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient accommodation  in  these  for  the  large 
audiences.  The  Co-operative  Party  meetings 
have  been  attended  by  audiences  of  between 
seven  and  nine  hundred  persons,  and  excep- 
tionally good  results  have  been  attained. 
But  it  is  the  votes  that  count,  and  east 
Nottingham  electors  should  make  sure 
that  their  votes  are  cast  for  Jones,  who, 
as  a worker  and  co-operator,  can  best 
represent  the  workers  and  co-operators 
of  the  division. 

The  Liberal  and  Coalition  candidates 
are  not  attacking  each  other.  They  are 
both  concentrating  their  powers  and 
forces  against  the  working  people's  can- 
didate. To  all  thinking  people  this  is 
significant. 

Hitting  Below  the  Belt. 

Their  one  object  seems  to  be  to  keep  out 
the  workers'  representative,  and  to  this  end 
they  are  using  any  and  every  means  in  their 
power.  In  some  instances  their  fighting 
methods  are  of  an  unsavoury  character,  as 
this,  for  instance:  “ Lady  Wilson  is  mourn- 
ing her  husband.  If  you  vote  for  Labour 
you  will  do  the  same.”  The  speaker  who 
was  responsible  for  these  remarks  went  on 
to  paint  a gory  picture  of  streets  running 
with  blood.  Such  statements  are  merely 
ridiculous,  particularly  when  one  remembers 
the  thousands  of  wires,  mothers,  and  chil- 
dren who  'mourn  husbands,  sons,  and  fathers 
who  lost  their  lives  in  the  war. 

The  opponents  of  the  Co-operative  candi- 
date have  this  week  flooded  the  constituency 
with  organisers,  and  special  efforts  are  being 
made  to  visit  every  co-operator.  The  old 
canard  of  Labour  being  out  to  capture  the 
co-operative -movement  L.  again  being  used, 
and  attempts  are  being  made  to  poison  the 
minds  of  co-operators  nganist  the  Labour 
movement.  Intelligent  co-operators  wdl 
easily  see  the  object  of  these  stories,  but 
they  are  too  wise  to  be  led  away. 


Handbills  are  being  distributed  in  some 
parts  of  the  constituency  stating  that  the 
Labour  Party  li  is  committed  to  u policy  of 
nationalising  the  co-operative  movement.” 
This  is  another  attempt  at  misrepresenta- 
tion which  no  one  who  knows  anything  about 
the  two  movements  will  waste  a second 
thought  upon.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the 


Mu.  A.  H.  Jones,  J.P. 

official  policy  of  the  Labour  Party  distinctly 
states  that  when  Labour  governs  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  promote  the  success 
and  further  growth  of  the  co-operative 
movement. 

An  Individualist. 

Mr.  Houflon,  the  Tory  candidate,  is  an 
avowed  individualist.  He  states 

that,  so  far  as  businesses  aro  concerned, 
he  stands  whole-heartedly  for  the  indi- 
vidual io  do  the  best  he  can  for  himself. 
Presumably  it  does  not  matter  about  the 
other  hundreds  who  get  trodden  on  while 
one  man  is  seeking  nis  own  ends.  Co- 
operaters  know  what  kind  of  a reply  to  give 
to  that  statement. 

Mr.  Jones  stands  for  collectivism— the 
greatest  good  for  the  greatest  number — 
which  is  more  akin  to  the  Christian  creed 
than  the  one  which  urges  the  success  of 
one  man  at  the  expense  of  hundreds  of 
“ his  fellows. 

Mr.  Houf ton’s  policy  is  the  same  policy 
that  lias  created  a few  millionaires  and  mil- 
lions of  poor  people.  "What  is  more,  he  is 
attempting  to  buttress  up  a Government 
which  is  thoroughly  discredited,  which  has 
“ more  unredeemed  pledges  than  any 
pawnshop.” 

Sir.  Graham,  the  Liberal  candidate,  says 
his  policy  is  clear  and  defined ; but  no  one 
seems  to  know  quite  what  liis  policy  is, 
except  to  attack  Mr.  Jones’  party.  In  this 
be  is  ably  supported  by  Mr.  Houfton,  not- 
withstanding that  one  candidate  proposes 
to  stand  as  a free  Liberal  and  the  other  as 
a Coalitionist. 

The  Women  Rebel. 

But  the  women  in  particular  are  rebelling 
against  the  Coalition  Government.  The  two 
problems  which  cause  them  untold  suffe  :og 
— taxation  of  food  and  unemployment—’ 
arisen  through  the  shiftless  methods  • 
Government,  and  they  are  deterrr 
hare  no  more  of  it.  In  one  ins* 
women  resident  s of  .a  whole  stret- 
votes  had  usually  gone  to  the  Coai». 
candidate,  have  stated  that  they  are  voting 
for  Jones.  This  is  the  right  spirit. 

[The  continuation  of  this  article  and  other 
matter  relative  to  the  election  will  be 
found  on  page  three. I 


“BEGGARS  SHOULD  NOT 
BE  CHOOSERS.” 

WHAT  AN  APPLICANT  FOR  RELIEF 
WAS  TOLD. 

CASES  rp  BE  WATCHED. 

[“  Co-operative  News  ” Special.] 

" From  information  received  ” we  have 
little  hesitation  in  saying  that  some  of  the 
officials  appointed  by  Boards  of  Guardians 
to  dispense  relief  are  not  quite  playing 
the  game  so  far  as  co-operativo  societies 
are  concerned. 

Only  the  other  day  a ease  was  reportec 
to  us  where  a co-operator  went  before  on« 
of  these  officials  and  asked  for  his  rebel 
ticket  to  be  made  out  to  his  society. 

He  disliked  asking  for  assistance  from 
anybody  at  any  time,  but  circumstances 
being  what  they  were  he  went  to  the 
Guardians  to  sec  what  they  bould  do  for 
him.  He  was  informed  lie  could  have  a 
relief  ticket  like  anybody  else,  but  when 
lie  asked,  as  lie  had  every  light  to  ask, 
that  the  ticket  should  he  made  exchange- 
able at  tlie  co-operative  society  of  which 
he  was  a member,  he  was  told  that 
“ beggars  should  not  he  choosers.” 

Imagine  his  feelings ! 

Some  people  would  have  dealt  with  that 
official  in  one  way  and  some  in  another. 
Others,  especially  if  they  were  of  a sensi- 
tive and  retiring  disposition,  would  pro* 
bnbly  have  gone  home  and  said  nothing 
but  thought  a lot. 

The  applicant  in  this  case  reported  tho 
matter  to  a member  of  the  co-operative 
committee,  who  Happened  to'  be  a member 
of  the  Guardians. 

No  time  was  lost  in  bringing  tho  offend- 
ing official  to  book,  lie  first  of  all  denied 
haying  used  the  wards,  and  then  apologised. 

What  would  have  happened  hud  the 
applicant  said  nothing,  or  had  the  society 
not  had  representation  on  the  Hoard  of 
Guardians?  It  is  a hundred  to  one  the 
official  would  have  gone  on  treating  the 
poor  and  needy  who  came  before  him  as  if 
they  had  no  right  to  either  relief  or 
courtesy. 

It  is  also  reported  that  these  dispensers 
of  relief  are  very  keen  on  knowing  whether 
applicants  are  members  of  co-operative 
societies,  and  what  is  their  financial 
standing  in  the  societies. 

The  officials  are  entitled  to  know  whether 
applicants  are  really  in  distressed  circum- 
stances,’ but  they  are  not  entitled  to  put 
to  co-operators  questions  which  they  do 
not  put  to  people  who  are  not  members  of 
co-operative  societies.  All  that  co-opern- 
tors  ask  for  is,  that  they  should  be  treated 
with  the  same  courtesy  and  bo  given  tho 
same  consideration  as  other  people. 

Apparently,  in  (some  parts  of  the  country, 
they  are  not  getting  it.  That  is  one 
reason  why  co-operative  societies  should 
lose  no  opportunity  for  securing  direct 
representation  on  all  local  public  bodies. 


FORMER  SECRETARY 

ARRESTED. 

NEWTON  ABBOT  SUM  I “RISE. 

Surprise  was  occasioned  at  Newton  Abbot 
last  week-end  when  it  became  known  that 
Clarence  Charles  Popham,  formerly  secre- 
tary of  the  local  co-operative  society,  hail 
been  arrested  on  warrant  at  Lowestoft.  Ho 
was  brought  before  the  magistrates  on 
Saturday,  and  charged  with  Converting  Ll'i.'i 
of  the  society's  money  to  his  own  use. 

On  the  application  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Enster- 
brook.  for  accused,  a remand  was  ordered 
until  Thursday.  June  29th. 

Opposing  bail,  Mr.  Stuart  Richardson 
(Manchester),  who  prosecuted  on  behalf  of 
the  Wholesale  Society,  said  there  would  be 
additional  charges  involving  a considerable 
surn.  When  accused  resigned  his  position 
as  secretary  he  was  in  possession  of  a re- 
volver, and  it  was  alleged  that  be  threatened 
members  of  the  committee  of  the  society 
'od  created  a disturbance.  He  was  a violent 
and  it  was  quite  probable  that  be 
to  carry  out  Us  threats. 

’ 'ook  stated  that  a ecu  led’ 8 
-mneeted  man,  and  he 
u 

~ed  iu  £100, 

and  »~ 

Mr.  , the 

interests  of  the  .o  state 

that  the  society  was  q-  ha terer 

the  amount  involved. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


CO-OPL I 

THE  WAGES  BILL. 

AN  ANTIDOTE  TO  PESSIMISM. 


By  FRED  BRAMLEY,  Assistant  Secretary, Trade  Unions  Congress  General  Council. 


Members  of  co-operativ©  societies  who  read 
and  ponder  over  the  statistics  relating  to  co- 
operative trading  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
delegates  attending  the  Brighton  Congress  by 
the  Central  Board  will  deed  to  be  on  their 
guard  against  an  attack  of  pessimism. 

If  the  figures  showing  sales,  share  capital 
reductions,  net  profits,  and  the  increase  in 
credit  trading  are  considered  without  regard  to 
prevailing  economic  conditions,  co-operators 
may  easily  arrive  at  wrong  conclusions  con- 
cerning the  stability  of  co-operative  trading 
and  the  prospects  of  future  progress. 

Trade  Depression  and  Purchasing  Power. 

In  order  to  avoid  undue  alarm,  careful  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  the  substantial 
reduction  in  the  purchasing  power  of  working 
class  consumers  due  to  the  prolonged  trade 
depression.  , For  many  months  approximately 
two  million  workers  have  registered  as  un- 
employed at  the  Labour  exchange*.  Many  others 
have  been  without  work  and  wages  who  have 
not  registered.  During  tnc  same  period 
1,500,000  persons  have  been  compelled  to  live 
from  week  to  week  on  outdoor  relief  provided 
by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  'lhe  official  re- 
turns show  that  the  industrial  areas  have 
■suffered  the  worst  effects  of  the  trade  slump. 
The  districts  mainly  affected  are  those  in  which 
the  greatest  percentage  of  co-operators  in  rela- 
tion to  the  population  will  be  found.  The 
industries  in  which  the  greatest  number  of 
co-operative  members  are  employed  have  suf- 
fered to  a special  degree,  and  the  chief  centres 
of  co-operative  trading  have  been  most  vitally 
affected  ; in  other  words,  the  necessitous  area 
is  usually  the  area  in  which  co-operative  trad- 
ing has  been  most  popular,  and,  as  a natural^ 
consequence,  co-operation  has  suffered  to  an 
abnormal  extent  on  account  of  the  general  trade 
jmralysis  due  to  the  mismanagement  of  private 
enterprise  and  the  policy  of  an  anti-co-operative 
Government. 

The  Wages  Bill. 

Thero  has  also  been  a considerable  reduction 
in  the  purchasing  power  of  co-operative  mem- 
bers due  to  substantial  cuts  in  wages.  During 
1921  and  the  first  six  months  of  (he  present 
year  the  wage  bill  has  been  reduced  at  a much 
more  rapid  rate  than  tho  cost,  of  living.  The 
official  Ministry  of  Labour  returns  during  the 
period  mentioned  show  a total  reduction  of 
£7,924,080  a week. 

These  returns  represent  reductions  in  the 
wages  of  less  than  seven  million  workers.  They 
do  not  include  agricultural  labourers,  distri- 
butive and  clerical  employees,  civil  servants, 
and  other  administrative  and  professional 
workers.  The  total  number  of  workers  covered 
by  the  Insurance  Acts  exceeds  twelve  million  ; 
(he  total  likely  to  be  affected  by  wage  reduc- 
tions is  not  less  than  thirteen  million.  The 
total  reduction  in  wages,  at  a very  modest  esti- 
mate, will  not  be  less  than  £10.000,000  a week, 
or  approximately  £500,000.000  a year. 

This  enormous  reduction  in  the  wages  bill  is 
bound  to  have  an  effect  on  co-operative  trailing, 
and  so  long  as  co-operative  societies  perform 
their  proper  function,  namely,  cater  mainly  for 
the  working  class,  they  will  suffer  to  a special 
degree  the  consequences  of  prolonged  trade 
depression. 

Co-operative  Stability. 

In  view  of  these  special  circumstances,  tho 
figures  relating  to  co-operative  trading  during 
the  past  year  ought  not  to  be  discouraging. 
The  co-operative  movement  is  passing  through  a 
severe  testing  period  with  satisfactory  results. 
Their  members  Lave  not  only  to  suffer  un- 
employment ; as  the  figures  show,  their  pur- 
chasing power  is  substantially  reduced ; in 
addition  to  this,  the  trade  union  members  of 
co-operative  societies  have  also  been  forced  to 
pay  substantial  levies  in  order  to  maintain  the 
position  of  their  unions.  In  some  cases  levies 
of  from  5s.  to  7s.  per  week  have  been  paid  into 
branch  funds  in  order  to  provide  supplementary 
benefits  for  destitute  members  of  the  union 
with  i dependent  children.  Trade  unionists 
■ have  been  compelled  to  pay  for  their  principles, 
and  consequently  the  money  available  for 
maintaining  the  standard  of  dorfkstio  comfort 
lias  been  reduced;  and  for  this  reason,  in 
addition  to  the  others  mentioned,  co-operative 
trading  has  undoubtedly  suffered. 

Private  Enterprise. 

Unfortunately,  we  have  no  figures  at  our 
disposal  which  would  show  the  reduction  in 


trading  profits,  sales,  and  the  enormous  in- 
crease in  credit  trading  amongst  private-enter- 
prise firms  engaged  in  distribution.  A statis- 
tical record  would  provide  illuminating 
evidence  for  the  consideration  of  co-operators. 
I think  it  M ould  be  found  that  private  enterprise, 
especially  in  industrial  areas,  has  suffered  even 
more  severely  than  co-opcration.  In  the  mining 
areas,  for  instances,  where  wages  have  been 
reduced  from  between  17s.  and  18s.  a day  to 
an  average  of  about  9s.  a day;  wc  know  that  the 
proprietors  of  private-enterprise  shops  have  had 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  keeping  their  doors  open. 
Wholesale  firms  have  been  compelled  to  sub- 
sidise them  byr  extending  credit  in  order  to  keep 
private-enterprise  business  alive  ; and  though 
we  are  not  inclined  to  develop  feelings  of 


UNFAIR  ELECTION  METHODS. 


RULES  THAT  SHOULD  BE  CHANGED. 


[By  a “ Man-ix-th  e-Street.  ”] 


The  method  of  electing  C.W.S.  directors 
leaves  a groat  deal  to  be  desired. 

When  actual  vacancies  have  had  to  bo 
filled  of  lute  the  results  have  been  open  to 
the  same  objection  ae  the  remit  of  a throe- 
cornered  Parliamentary  election,  in  which 
the  successful  candidate  secures  only  a 
minority  cf  tho-  votes  polled.  Hero,  for 
example,  aro  tho  results  of  the  last  three 
elections  following  a vacancy: — 

In  April,  1922,  the  successful  candidate 
had  84 -t  votes  and  the  support  of  119  socie- 
ties ; the  two  su&ceding  candidates  together 
had  1,373  votes  from  202 societies — and  there 
wci^  twenty-seven  other  candidates.  So 
that  there  Mas  not  only  a majority  of  votes 
but  a majority  of  societies  against  tile  suc- 
cessful candidates. 


ELECTIONEERING  AT  NOTTINGHAM. 


HOW  THE  SOCIETY  HELPS. 


The  East  Nottingham 
Co-operative  candidate 
(Mr.  A.  H.  Jones,  J.P.) 
h a s been  splendidly 
helped  by  the  local  so- 
ciety. Our  photograph 
shows  how  the  central 
premises  have  been 
ifxflised  to  show  local  co- 
operators  hoMr  to  secure 
a direct  representative  in 
Parliament. 

In  other  ways  also  Mr. 
Jones  is  receiving  every 
assistance.  Every  branch- 
stores  in  the  constituency 
is  a bill-posting  station; 
committee  rooms  have 
been  provided  and  motor 
vehicles  freely  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the 
party.  Other  societies 
in  the  district  have 
also  lent  their  aid,  and  it 
is  estimated  that  there 
will  be  forty  motor  cars 
available  on  Thursday  to 
take  co-operative  elec- 
tors to  the  polls. 

The  committee  and  offi- 
cials are  also  rendering 
yeoman  service  person- 
ally. No  task  seems  too 
great  for  them  to  tackle, 
and  Mr,  Jones  owes  a 
great  deal  to  their  help- 
ful influence  during  the 
campaign.. 


gratitude  regarding  the  misfortunes  of  others, 
we  are  certainly  entitled  to  utilise  tho  com- 
parison for  the  purpose  of  preventing  undue 
despair  in  our  own  circles.- 
Optimism  Should  be  Cultivated, 

I am  convinced  that  we  are  now  oji  the  way  to 
a trade  revival,  and  I am  equally  convinced  that 
the  great  service  rendered  to  the  organised  workers 
by  the  co-operalivc  movement  in  the  days  of 
adversity  will  be  appreciated  in  such  a way  as  to 
increase  the  possibilities  of  co-operative  trade  in 
better  days.  Co-operative  leaders,  members  of 
committees,  and  active  workers  in  the  co- 
operative movement  should  deliberately  cul- 
tivate a spirit  of  opt  imism.  They  should  point 
out,  for  instance,  that  the  figures  relating  to 
co-operative  trading  must  be  considered  in 
relation  to  a reduction  in  prices,  and  that  re- 
duced takings  do  not  always  'reflect  reduced 
sales.  We  must  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that 
co-opeVation  is  now  suffering  the  adversities  of 
a system  to  which  we  are  entirely  opposed, 
and  the  disadvantages  of  the  present  should  be 
utilised  as  object  lessons  in  favour  of  a new 
social  order.  A commercial  crisis  under  capi- 
talism means  immediate  adversity  for  the 
working  class.  They  gain  least  in  a trade 
boom,  and  lose  most  in  a trade  crisis ; in  other 
words,  they  suffer  most  from  the  economic 
system,  which  can  only  be  displaced  by  the 
steady  creation  of  an  alternative.  Trade 
unionists  and  co  operators  should  stand  to- 
gether. As  the  wage  bill  increases  co-opera- 
tive trade  should  go  up.  The  trade  unionist 
who  has  accepted  relief  from  a co-operative 
society  during  a period  of  depression  should 
not  take  his  wages  to  the  shop  controlled  by 
private  enterprise  during  periods  of  prosperity. 
If  the  workers  will  carefully  survey  the  national 
and  international  influences  which  are  respon- 
sible for  the  present  state  of  affairs,  there  is  r.o 
doubt  that  co-operation  in  the  future  will  develop 
at  a greater  rate  than  in  the  past. 


In  July,  1921,  the  successful-  candidate 
had  1,095  votes, from  1G6  societies;  but  tho 
two  candidates  next  in  the  miming  alone 
had  1,680  votes  fnom  213  societies,  and  there 
were  other  candidates  besides. 

In  January,  1921,  the  successful  candidate 
had  1,204  votes  from  121  societies;  but  188 
societies  voted  for  the  next  two  candidates 
and  gave  them  2,010  votes-;  so  that  the 
winner  mos  again  elected  by  a minority. 

Election  by  Majority. 

It  must  be  understood  that  these  state- 
ments ar#  iiofc  intended  to  reflect  in  any  way 
upon  the  members  elected  to  the  board. 
They  have  been  elected  in  the  nay  prescribed 
by  the  shareholders,  and  a method  which  re- 
quired a clear  majority  for  tlie  election  of  a 
director  might  have  resulted  in  the  return 
of  the  same  candidates;  but  it  is  dear  that 
the  present  system  allows  the  choice  of  a 
minority  to  deride  who*  will  be*  a director. 

The  nearest  approach  to  perfection  is  the 
S. CAN’  S,  method  of  election.-  In  Scotland 
the  votes  are  counted  by  the  auditors,  or 
under  their  supervision.  A candidate  Is  not 
declared  elected  - unless  lie  has  a clear 
majority  of  the  votes  polled — i.e.,  he  must 
have  more  votes  than  all  the  other  candi- 
dates. If  that  does  not  happen,  tho*£ 
decisively  defeated  are  eliminated  from  tje 
list  and  a 6ecoud  ballet  taken;  if  a cl/ir 
majority  is  nof  even  tlien  secured  by  a carj- 
Tot  is  taken,  and  it  has 
th  ballot.  It  takes  time ; 
commenced  within  a 
tjeancy  occurring;  and, 
ylt  shows  deliberation, 
indidate  is  elected  by 

ystem  is  more  easily 
than  , in  England ; 
spire  to  seats  in  the 
till  there  I®  an  actual 
.sath  or  reA^ation.  1 lie 
g the  constituency  ” by 
ery  time  sitting  member® 


of  the  board  have  to  seek  re-election  |U 
not  obtain  in  the  north.  When  a 
has  been  chosen  by  a dear  majority  oi  fl 
voting  shareholders  and  gives  up  h 
ordinary  occupation  to  ‘devote  him s If  y 
nholcsale  business,  he  is  preminml  to  b 
elected  for  good.  The  regular  period  f(, 
«??ekiiig  re-election;  gives  the  sluuvli-  Men 
the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  any  li.-o-a 
who  deserves  to, bo  fired;  but  in  tlio  1S| 
twenty  years  only  on  two  Occasions  !m$ 
retiring  director  been  faced  with  «<ppi>  ritij 

District  Representation. 

Another  weakness  in  the  C.W  8.  nnulu 
is  the  application  of  the  district  rcIicm 
London,  Manchester,  and  Ncwi.u-ri 
tricts  havo  seats  socured  to  a certain  mui 
her  ol  members  from  oacli  of  them  di-tr 
The  system  gives  neither  district  ropr. 
tatiou  nor  national  choice.  It  does  not  girt , 
national  choice  because  when  a vai-.i-iq, 
arises  the  country  must  chooso  from  a dis- 
trict  list ; but.  there  may  be  half-a-dozen  inti 
in  the  country  who  would  make  better  direc- 
tors than  any  nominated  front  the  pi  > rib*! 
district,  and  the  Wholesale  cami'u  luvc 
of  tires©  for  a director.  It  does  not  fiin] 
district  representation  because  the 
iu  the  district  may  vote  overwhelmingly  f( 
^tlie  candidate  they  think  would  make 
best  director,  and  their  choi  o may 
Mashed  out  by  "the  votes  cf  another  • 1 : - 1 ; 

To  refer  again  to  tlio  la.  t three  v.tuih 
filled.  In  April  lntt  the  candid ‘to 
received  the  highest  number  ol  vi  . i 
The  district  affected  only  came  ihir.l  in 
running  because  votes  from  the  ollu 
districts  gave  the  scat  to  the  candidate  ul| 
came  third  on  the  district  pall.  In  .In 
1921,  the  successful  candidate  Mas  al-o  t 
highest  on  the  poll  of  the  li-uri  t:  hut 
January,  luJI,  the  candidate  who  Imd  ufl 
highest  vote  from  the  district  u as  lourth 
the  running  for  tho  vacancy, 
date  who  won  the  seat  only  ' .my  > 
the  district  poll.  If  there  is  to  i." 
representation  let  us  have  it  in  i ■ ‘ ■ i !Ul1  'V 
fine  the  voting  to  the  dist  ri<  I - . II  i !"• 
tics  are  to  have  a mjiinnul  elioh-'  I l 
that  in  fact  by  romoiing  .iff  th*  ,,  ;r 
restrictions  upon  tho  choice  of  < <'  di  I t 

Tho  system  now  in  vogue  ore,  ■ us  .1 

representation ; it  prevents  ric 

federation  1 Laving  a b"'  choir  a <>l  1 111 
for  a vacancy ; and  the  mot.- off  I ' 
allows  a director  to  lie  ol<  ct  <1  by  .i  n e 
The  principles  of  democracy  arc  therdOW 
flouted. 

Tho  existing  board  should  take  :.l  ■ nut 
tive  in  changing  the  rules  go-'1  nin,;  i “ 
elections;  lor  if  anybody  else  ere  to  do 
the  proposer  would  be  kusjhm  iff  cl  bring 
aspirant,  to  the  board  and  the  I ,f ‘ T , 
Mould  b2  prejudiced.  I mu  ; lH  1 
claim  to  be  acquitted  of  having  nu.v  |" 
axe  to  grind,  for  I am  not  at  all  likely  to 
a candidate  for  the  C.W. 8.  hoard  and 
have  withheld  there  remarks  till  the  < 

of  an  election  lest  my  observations  on 
sublet  might  be  regarded  a prcjudicm 
a vote  actually  in  process. 


By  Appointment', 

All  the  Year  Round 

the  Quality  and  Purity  of 
NestltVs  are  its  outstanding 
recommendation,  but  in 
Summer-time  there  is  this 
additional  reason  for  using  it 
— it  avoids  waste,  for  every 
tin  is  perfectly  fresh  anil 
every  drop  is  delightful, 
however  hot  the  weather. 
There  is  equal  Quality, 

Purity,  and  Freshness  in 

Nestle’s  Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

03 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  S' ores. 

NESTLES,  6-8.  Eastcheap,  t.C3^ 
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jitd: 

iron  and  Steel  and  Foreign  Competition. 

go  much  is  written  about  the  difficulty  our 
manufacturers  have  in  competing  with  the 
foreign^  (generally  with  a view  to  pointing 
oat  the  necessity  for  lower  wages  here)  that  it 
•-  just  as  well  for  readers  to  realise  that  there 
£ |itt|e  (ruth  in  this  statement  so  far  as  our 
ercat  heavy  industry,  viz.,  iron  and  steel  pro- 
ducts. is  concerned.  In  their  monthly  circular 
dealing  with  this  trade,  Messrs.  Hanson, 
Brown,  and  Company,  of  Middlesbrough,  point 
out  that  many  of  our  old  markets  have  been 
successfully  rc:cntered,  and  thac  the  com- 
petition of  the  Continent  in  the  matter  of  price 
his  now  prncticujly  disappeared,  for  Conti- 
nental prices  have  been  steadily  approximating 
to  those  of  this  country,  and  to-day  British 
steel  can  practically  compete  with  all  comers 
in  plates,  sheets,  steel  rails,  hoops,  &c.  They 
add  that  it  is  very  popular  in  this  country  to 
ruu  down  the  efforts  of  our  merchants  and 
manufacturers  to  keep  foreign  trade,  but  there 
is  no  such  delusion  abroad,  where  British  com- 
petition is  seriously  respected,  and  never  more 
to  than  at  present.  The  difficulty,  of  course, 
is  not  so  much  foreign  competition,  but  the 
inability  of  the  vast?  population  of  Europe  to 
pay  for  much  of  what  it  needs. 

Stainless  Steel. 

Many  readers  will  be  familiar  with  the  stain- 
less steel  knives  which  are  now  sold  and  do 
not  tarnish,  oven  when  used  to  cut  lemons  or 
when  they  come  into  contact  with  mint  sauce — 
a fact  which  has  lightened  the  work  of  washing- 
up  to  many  a housewife.  Continual  experi- 
ments and  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of 
this  steel  have  brought  about  the  production 
of  much  softer  grades  than  were  obtainable  a 
year  ago,  so  that  manufacturers  have  arrived 
st  what  is  pract  ically  a stainless  iron  ; and,  as 

consequence,  the  use  of  this  metal,  which  is 
a British  invention,  is  increasing  rapidly. 
Ships  propellers  which  have  been  in  use  for 
some  years  show  hardly  any  signs  of  rusting, 
which,  considering  that  they  are  subject  con- 
t'mally  to  the  action  of  salt  water,  is  a very 
severe  test.  The  metal  has  recently  been  pro- 
duced in  thin  sheets  and  solid  drawn  tubes, 
which  aro  much  appreciated  where  the  cor- 
rosion of  ordinary  steel  gives  trouble.  This 
stainless  metal  is  now  being  used  for  the  follow- 
ing purposes,  in  addition  to  table  knives  and 
pocket  knives : large  and  small  ships’  pro- 
pellers, roller  races,  internal  combustion  engine 
valves,  steam  pipes,  fireplace  fittings,  largo 
meat  hooks,  steam  turbine  plates,  and  golf-club 
heads.  In  a time  of  general  trade  depression, 
it  is  cheering  to  think  of  one  branch  of  British 
industry  that  is  expanding  like  this. 

Rubber  in  Paper  Making. 

; Ih  view  of  the  ovor-production  of  rubberk 
Considerable  efforts  are  being  made  to  increase 
consumption  by  finding  new  uses  for  it,  and  I 
Iwar  that  there  are  prospects  of  paper  being 
manufactured  from  tbo  latex  of  the  rubber 


tree,  which,  if  successful,  will  absorb  a very 
large  amount  of  rubber  indeed.  Meanwhile, 
quite  apart  from  this  prospect,  there  has  been 
a recent  discovery  of  some  importance  in  con- 
nection with  paper-making.  The  addition  of 
small_quantities  of  rubber  in  the  form  of  latex 
(i.e.,  the  rubber  as  exuded  from  the  tree  before 
being  manufactured)  to  paper  pulp  has  con- 
siderably increased  the  tensile  strength,  break- 
ing length,  bursting  strength,  and  folding 
number.  This  result  is  brought  about  by  the 
addition  of  only  a very^6mall  percentage  of 
rubber  ; the'addition  of  rubberjlatcx  above  a 
certain  point  diminishes  the  improvement, 
which  indicates  that  somo  specific  structural 
role  is  played  by  the  rubber,  and  that  beyond  a - 
certain  minimum  added  rubber  acts  merely  as 
more  raw  material,  or  a “ filler.” 

Tanning  Materials. 

I wonder  how  many  readers  know  what 
“ quebracho  ” is.  It  is  the  bark  of  a tree 
which  is  used  in  tanning  leather,  and  almost 
the  whole  of  the  world’s  supply  comes  from 
Argentina ; and  the  bulk  of  that  is  obtained 
and  sold  by  an  English  company — the  Forestal 
Land,  Timber,  and  Railways  Company  Limited 
In  1920  that  company  made  a profit  of 
£752,900,  but  so  great  was  the  depression  in 
the  leather  trade  in  1921  that  for  that  period 
the  company  shows  a trading  loss  of  £291,300, 
much  of  tlxis  being  duo,  as  in  almost  every 
other  industry,  to  the  necessity  of  writing 
down  the  value  of  stocks.  The  Forestal  Land 
Company  is  in  so  strong  a financial  position, 
and  has  quite  recently  disposed  of  a small  part 
of  its  enormous  estates  at  a profit  of  £908,000, 
that  it  will  easily  recover  from  this  past 
depression,  but  its  loss  is  yet  another  indication 
of  the  world-wide  slump  and  its  effects. 

The  Decline  in  World  Trade. 

As  is  often  pointed  out,  money  figures  do  not 
always  afford  an  accurate  indication  of  fluctua- 
tions in  trade,  for  if  prices  are  rising  the  value 
of  goods  which  change  hands  may  be  greater, 
although  actually  a smaller  amount  of  goods 
has  been  turned  over.  Regarded  from  this 
point  of  view,  it  will  bo  realised  how  great  a 
fall  there  has  been  in  world  trado  when  it  is 
stated/that  the  weight  of  imports  and  exports 
of  Britain,  France,  Germany,  Belgium,  Swit- 
zerland, and  Brazil  amounted  to  434,600,000 
tons  in  1913,  and  fell  to  225,800,000  tons  in 
1920.  A very  slight  consolation  is  afforded  by 
the  fact  that  in  1921  the  total  increased  a 
little — to  229,800,000  tons.  The  world’s  pro- 
duction of  iron  and  steel  in  1921  was  only 
about  one-half  of  what  it  was  in  1913.  The 
problem  before  the  world  is  not  to  stimulate 
demand,  but  to  enablo  the  impoverished 
countries  to  build  up  their  trade  again. 


The  latest  use  of  the  “ Mitigate  Monthly  ” 
is  to  provide  text  for  shorthand  in  advanced 
style  in  that  very  useful  weekly,  “ Pitman’s 
Journal.” 


RETAIN  THE  INTEREST  OF 
THE  YOUNG. 


Education  Department. 

AN  applications  for  the  following  should  be 
sent  in  as  early  as  possible. 

^-Co-operative  Summer  Schools. 

ADULT  AND  JUNIOR. 

Schools  : Scarborough,  Folkestone,  Mitchel- 
dean.  Plymouth,  Abbey  Wood,  and 
Bricrcliffe  (Burnley). 

international  School  at  Brussels, 
July  22nd  to  August  5th. 

"•"■Summer  Tour  to  Scotland,  August 
12th  to  August  26th. 

N Week : Edinburgh  as  Centre.  Ex- 
cursions to  St . Andrews,  The  Trossachs, 
Loch  Long  and  Loch  Lomond,  and  a day 
in  the  Highlands. 

Second  Week : Fort  William  as  Centre.  Ex- 
cursions down  the  Caledonian  Canal  to 
Fort  Augustus,  to  Oban,  to  Glen  Nevis, 
ttnd  the  Isle  of  Skye. 

Circulars  giving  full  particulars  ma>  tv  Lid 
application  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood,  Co-operative 
Ltd.,  Holyoake  House,  Hanover  Street, 


MR.  W.  R.  RAE’S  ADVICE. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (chairman  of  the  Central 
Education  Committee)  was  in  Glasgow  ~on 
Saturday  addressing  a conference  con- 
vened by  the  Glasgow  and  District  Federa- 
tion of  Co-operative  Youth.  He  said  there 
were  many  good  oo-onerators  who  were  not 
at  all  alive  to  the  value  of  young  people  in 
the  movement,  and  who  seemed  to  resent 
the  activities  of  the  young  peonle.  He 
appealed  to  societies  to  do  what  they  could 
for  comrades’  circles,  pointing  out  that  if 
the  co-operative  movement  did  not  try  to 
keep  the  young  folk  they  would  move  into 
other  organisations. 


The  Great  Grimsby  Society  has  converted 
a drapery  shop  at  Clecthorpes  into  a splen- 
didly equipped  and  up-to-date  chocolate  shop 
and  cafe.  ^ 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  COLLEGE. 

SCHOLARSHIPS  OFFERED 
FOR  SESSION  1922-23. 

The  Central  Education  Committee  are  able  to 
offer  THREE  SCHOLARSHIPS  tenable  at  the 
CoUege  during  the  session  1922-23. 

The  “ Pioneer”  Scholarship/ value  £100. 

The  ” Infans  ” Scholarship,  value  /50. 

The  ” K.  P.”  Scholarship,  value  £10. 

Further  particulars  and  forms  of  application 
can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  C.  E^  Wood,  Sec- 
retary, Education  Department,  Co-operative 
Union  Ltd. .Holyoake  House,  Hanover  Street, 
Manchester. 


NOTTINGHAM  ELECTION. 

(CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1). 


The  women  still  remember  the  terrible 
wave  of  industrial  unrest  which  was  sweep- 
ing the  country  liefore  the  war.  They 
remember  that  a Liberal  Government  was 
then  in  power,  and  they  are  determined  to 
sweep  out  the  representatives  of  all  the  old 
parties,  which,  one  after  another,  led  us 
into  poverty  and  distress. 

The  Coalition  Government  has  nothing 
to  recommend  it,  and  our  last  word  to 
East  Nottingham  is,  “ Vote  for  Jones  and 
pave  the  way  for  a change.- ' 


JONES-A  FIGHTING 

CANDIDATE. 

CONFIDENCE  OF  PARTY 

SECRETARY. 


Mri.  S.  F.  Perry,  J.P.,  secretary,  to  the 
Parliamentary  Party,  was  fresh  from  the 
hurly-burly  of  the  Fast  Notts  by-election 
when  I saw  him  at  the  party’s  headquar- 
ters in  Pall  Mall  on  Friday  (writes  our 
London  correspondent). 

“ I feel  .very  confident,”  Mr.  Perry 
stated,  ‘‘that  we'  shall  give  more  than  a 
good  account  of  ourselves.  The  Notting- 
ham Society  have  been  affiliated  to  the 
party  from  its  inception,  besides  being  affi- 
liated to  tlie  Nottingham  Labour  Party. 
The  question  of  political  action  has  been 
fought  out  repeatedly  at  Nottingham,  and 
the  position  has  been  firmly  established. 
The  East  division  has  never  been  contested 


THERE  ARE  NEARLY 
Five  Million  Co-operators 
AND  ONLY 

One 

Co-operative  M.P. 

IT  IS  TIME  WE  HAD  ANOTHER 


JONES 

FOR  NOTTINGHAM 


by  Labour,  and  the  Conservatives  have  had 
a'  firm  grip  of  the  constituency.  Our 
portion  of  it  is  rather  poor. 

“ We  soon  set  to  work  to  build  up  an 
organisation.  1 went  down  to  take  charge 
of  the  arrangements,  and  Mr.  S.  Rees, 
national  organiser,  was  appointed  agent. 
Mr.  D.  G.  Howie  is  also  working  in  the 
division,  and  Mrs.  Christie  is  in  charge  of 
the  women's  work.  Mr.  Ballard  (Sheffield) 
is  superintending  the  canvassing,  whilst 
Mr.  Fothergill  (Leeds)  is  taking  charge  of 
the  meetings.  This  is  really  a co-operative 
fight.  It  is  the  first  time  that  the  cam- 
paign in  a by-election  has  been  conducted 
by  our  own  staff.  The  greatest  asset  has 
been  the  Nottingham  Society.  The  com- 
mittee were  unanimous  iu  deciding  to 
contest  the  seat,  and  they  passed  a resolu- 
tion empowering  the  officials  to  give  all 
possible  assistance.  Mr.  Judd  (general 
manager)  and  Mr.  Suffolk  (secretary)  have 
worked  like  Trojans ; nothing  has  been  too 
much  for  them  to  do.  The  employees  have 
thrown  themselves  wholeheartedly  into  the 
fight.  Mr.  Judd  has  taken  charge  of  the 
transport  arrangements.  The  C.W.S.  have 
agreed  to  lend  ears  on  the  polling-day. 
Many  societies  in  the  surrounding  district 
will  also  be  sending  their  cars.  The  co- 
operators  in  the  neighbourhood  and  the 
women’s  guilds  have  rendered  fine  service, 
particularly  iu  the  cauvassin".  As  far  as 
the  machinery  is  concerned,  everything 
that  can  be  done  has  been  done.  Mr. 
Jones  is  making  a very  good  impression  as 
a fighting  candidate.  He  has  had  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Walter  Hulls,  M.P.,  Mr. 
J.  R.  Clvnes,  M.P.,  -Mr.  T.  Myers,  M.P., 
Mr.  R.  J.  Davies,  M.P..  and  Mr.  A.  E. 
Waterson,  31. P.  The  Labour  Party  have 

pledged  themselves  nationally  .and  locally 
to  give  all  possible  assistance.  Mr.  T.  IV. 
Mercer  is  rendering  splendid  eervice  in  the 
publicity  work,  and  two  special  election 
papers  have  been  issued  in  the  interest  of 
Sir.  Jones. 

“There  is  one  point  I should  like  to  add. 
"What  has  beeu  done  at  Nottingham,  as 
was  also  the  case  at  Stockport,  so  far  as 
the  help  given  by  the  local  society  is  con- 
cerned, indicates  the  remarkable  machinery 
available  inside  the  movement  for  political 
work.” 


INTEREST  IN  THE  PRESS.? 

A good  deal  of  interest  is  being  shown 
in  the  cc-operative  press,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  numerous  letters  we  have  received. 
We  are  collecting  these,  and  will  deal  com- 
prehensively with  them  and  with  the 
subject  itself  in  an  early  issue. 


A LIE. 


NAILED  TO  THE  COUNTER. 

The  Coalition,  its  leaders,  its  supporters, 
and  its  press  seem  completely  unable  to  j>o 
straight.  Take  a statement,  for  example, 
from  the  Nottingham  “ Guardian,”  the  Tory 
paper,  which  is  supporting  the  Coalition.  lit 
its  issue  of  June  21st,  the  “Guardian” 
printed  the  following  in  its  editorial 
comment : — 

The  Co-operative  candidate  for  East' 
Nottingham,  like  most  other  politicians  of 
his  stamp,  is  advocating  a compulsory 
levy  upon  capital.  Every  person  who  has 
saved  a thousand  pounds  is  to  he  com- 
pelled to  pay  a portion  of  it  to  tho  State. 
It  is  not  very  clear  how  much  of  oach 
thousand  pounds  would  be  taken,  but,  as 
many  people  pay  a quarter  of  their  income 
to  the  State  already,  in  income-tax,  it  is 
possible  fihat  the  ccmpulsory  levy  would 
take  a quarter  of  their  capital.  In  other 
words,  every  person  who  has  saved 
£1,000  would  be  compelled  to  part  with 
£260,  and  so  on.  This  would  hit  many 
co-eperators  hard.  There  are  many  of 
them  who  have  saved  more  than  £1,000, 
and  to  be  deprived  of  a quarter  of  that 
sum,  at  one  biow,  would  be  a cruol  wrong. 

This  might  he  appropriate  comment  if  it 
were  true.  Unfortunately  for  the  success 
of  the  “ Guard  inn’s  ” argument  it  is  not 
true. 

The  Co-operative  Party  does  rot.  p'’c'k  to 
take  a single  ]>enny  from  that  11,000  by  way 
of  Capital  levy.  The  Co-operative  Congress 
at  Bristol  which  approved  of  the  capital  levy 
expressly  decided  that  it  should  not  he  ap- 
plied to  any  individual  capital  less  than 
£1,000. 

The  hosts  of  working  people  iu  Notting- 
ham who  have  £1,000  each  saved  .somewhere 
have  successfully  concealed  the  fact.  The 
fact  is  unknown  even  to  themselves.  Even 
if  they  could  he  discovered  the  Tic-operative 
Party  makes  no  demand  upon  them.  If  any 
of  the  Nottingham  workers  have  £1.010 
stowed  away  safely ; under  the  Co-opera tivo 
Party  scheme  there  would  be  a levy  on  no 
moro  than  £10,  leaving  the  £1,000  intact. 
The  people  who  approved  of  that  policy  were 
working  people,  including  Nottingham 
delegates.  Mr.  Jones’  policy  is  that  those 
who  have  wealth  up  to  £1,000  will  pay  no 
capital  levy ; and  those  who  have  more 
than  that  will  pay  a levy  on  what  they  have 
in  excess  of  the  £1,000. 

If,  need  only  he  added  that  to  meet  the 
national  debt  there  has  boon  r.n  unprece- 
dentedly heavy  tax  on  incomes  and  excep- 
tionally heavy  taxes  on  food.  If  the  capital 
levy  had  been  applied  when  the  Co-operative 
Congress  agreed  to  it,  the  hulk  of  the  debt 
and  more  than  half  the  tax  would  have  been 
wiped  out  l>efore  now,  and  we  should  have 
been  back  on  the  way  to  prosperity. 


FINAL  WORDS. 

CANDIDATE’S  MESSAGE  TO 

CO-OPERATORS. 

Nottingham,  Wednesday  evening. 

It  is  evident  that  both  the  Liberal  and 
Tory  Parties  expect  to  be  badly  beaten 
to-morrow. 

The  Tory  organ  i3  frantically  appealing 
to  Conservatives  and  all  other  electors  who 
possess  even  a £10  note  to  hasten  to  the 
support  of  the  Coalitionists,  while  tho 
Liberal  journal  openly  admits  that  Mr. 
Jone«  is  likely  to  win  the  seat.  Local 
Liberals  recognise  that  their  candidate  has 
no  possible  chance  of  being  anywhere, 
except  at  the  bottom  of  the  poll.  Never- 
theless, they  are  making  desperate  efforts 
to  present  a bold  face  to  the  world. 

During  the  week  all  has  gone  well,  so 
far  as  Mr.  donetf  is  concerned. 

He  has  addressed  innumerable  meetings, 
all  ofwbich  have  been  well  attended  by 
enthusiastic  supporters.  These  meetings 
have  been  addressed  by  a great  number  of 
Labour  31. P.'s  and  prominent  workers  in 
the  co-operative  and  trade  union  move- 
ments. Moreover,  the  canvass  undertaken 
on  behalf  of  3Ir.  Jones  has  yielded 
astonishingly  good  results.  Speaking  this 
morning  to  31  r.  Rees,  our  representative 
was  informed  that  the  canvass  will  he 
completed  early  to-night,  and  that  if  all 
electors  vote  as  they  have  promised,  31r. 
Jones  must  win. 

Just  before  going  to  press  our  represen- 
tative asked  3Lr.  .Jones  for  a final  cicvazs 
to  Nottingham  co-operator  In  reply,  Mr. 
Jones  remarked: — “ 3!y  message  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Nottingham  Society  i Limply 
this : If  you  are  as  loyal  to  co-operation 
to-morrow,  when  you  vote,  as  you  have 
been  to  the  Nottingham.  Co-operative 
Society  since  its  formation,  there  can  he 
no  doubt  but  that  toij  will  be  able  to 
rejoice,  when  the  result  is  declared,  in  the 
greatest  victory  yet  won  in  Nottingham 
for  co-operation  and  the  worker*’  esauie.’ 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


FRENCH  CONGRESS. 


BANK  SEPARATES  FROM  C.W.S. 


The  French  Congress  lias  just  been  held  at 
Marseilles,  under  Professor  Charles  Gide,  and 
with  such  success  as  to  show  that  the  move- 
ment has  well  survived  the  great  economic 
crisis.  Apologies  for  absence  were  read  from 
the  English  and  the  Irish  C.W.S.  The  British 
Co-operative  Union  was  represented  by  Mr.  J. 
T.  Davis,  and  the  Scottish  C.W.S.  by  Messrs. 
Gallacher  and  M'Leod. 

Mr.  Gallacher  spoke  of  the  evil  times  through 
which  we  in  Great  Britain  are  passing,  with  low 
wages,  strikes,  and  lockouts  as  the  order  of 
the  day  ; but  whilst  many  great  houses  were 
suffering,  and  not  a few  had  gone  bankrupt,  the 
co-operative  movement  has  come  out  upright, 
and  with  greater  security  than  before. 

Mr.  M’Leod  followed,  and  assured  our 
French  comrades  of  the  sympathy  of  the 
Scottish  co-operators,  who,  once  their  heart  w 
reached,  were  faithful  to  the  eYid. 

Mr.  Davis  remarked  that  after  reading  the 
report  of  the  Central  Council,  he  was  at  one 
with  their  ideas.  “Always  we  will  remain 
good  friends,”  said  he,  “ ever  for  the  same 
causes  and  the  same  reasons.” 

The  Congress  approved  of  the  organisation 
and  the  extension  of  Holiday  Colonics  for  the 
benefit  of  the  members,  the  creation  of  a 
national  publicity  department,  and  the  repre- 
sentation of  consumers  on  administrative 
committees  in  public  and  monopoly  services, 

The  most  important  development  of  recent 
times  in  the  French  movement  is  the  separation 
of  the  banking  service  from  the  Magas  in  do 
Gras  (the  C.W.S.)  and  its  re-constitution  as  La 
Banquo  des  Cooperatives  de  France  (the  Bank 
of  the  Co-operative  Societies  of  France).  The 
capital  is  about  12,000,000  francs,  the  sub- 
scription being  at  the  rate  of  1,000  francs  for 
80  members. 


MORE  WORKER  S BANKS. 

A GROWING  MOVEMENT. 


The  Swiss  Federation  of  Railwaymen  has 
written  to  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Engineers  Co-operative  National  Bank  of 
Cleveland  for  advice  enabling  them  to  found  a 
co-operative  bank  in  Geneva.  The  German 
Christian  trade  unions  have  founded  the  Ger- 
man Peoples’  Bank  at  Cologne.  The  Swedish 
Trade  LTnion  Bank  at  Stockholm  is  expanding 
its  resources.  The  Credit  Association  of 
Austrian  Labour  Organisations  and  the  Aus- 
trian Union  of  Co-operative  Societies  are 
establishing  a labour  co-operative  bank  in 
Vienna,  with  branches  in  the  chief  cities  of  the 
country.  The  Union  Co-operative  Societies  of 
Northern  Spain  announce  the  opening  of  a 
workers’  and  farmers’  co-operative  bank  in 
Bilbao. 


DANISH  CATTLE  AND  HORSE  SHOWS. 

The  important  Co-operating  Farmers  Asso- 
ciations of  Denmark  are  now  preparing  for 
Bhows  of  young  breeding  animals,  cattle,  horses, 
pigs,  &c\,  in  several  of  the  big  towns  of  the 
kingdom. 


DELEGATION  TO  GEORGIA. 

The  International  Co-operative  Alliance 
is  sending  out  a delegation  to  Georgia, 
South  of  Russia,  in  the  person  of  M.  Victor 
Serwy,  of  the  Central  Committee — the  sec- 
retary of  the  Belgian  Co-operative  Office 
(Union).  The  purpose  of  the  delegation 
is  to  distribute  the  funds  collected 
for  the  famine  sufferers  in  Georgia,  and  to 
study  on  the  spot  the  co-operative  move- 
ment, which  is  so  very  well  advanced  in 
the  republic.  M.  A.  Giigushvili,  of  the 
Georgian  headquarters  in  London,  will 
accompany  the  delegation. 


ONE  WAY  TO  HELP  RUSSIA. 

“The  Canadian  Co-operator.’’  the  little 
but  very  live  monthly  of  the  movement  in 
the  great  Dominion,  writes : — “ Judging 
from  the  experience  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Delegation  to  Russia  (de- 
tailed in  the  ‘Co-operative  News’)  as  to 
the  actual  conditions  in  that  country  under 
tlie  Soviet  Government,  instead  of  seeking 
to  borrow  money  from  the  capitalist  powers 
a better  result  might  be  expected  in  cash 
returns  by  suing  the  capitalist  newspapers 
of  the  world  for  damages  for  the  libels  they 
have- been  printing  so  freely  durinj 
last  few  yeare.”- 


; the 


AUSTRALIAN  INSURANCE. 

A CO-OPERATIVE  COMBINE. 


The  Co-operative  Insurance  Company  of 
Australia  Limited  has  becu  founded,  with  the 
capital  at  £100,000  iu  £5  shares.  The  company 
was  incorporated  # in  Australia  in  September, 
1918,  to  carry  on  insurance  business.  The 
British  address  is  85,  Gracechurch-street.  E.C. 

The  company  is  the  joint  insurance  office  of 
the  Gippsland  and  Northern  Co-operative  Co. 
Ltd.,  Victoria  Butter  Factories  Co-operative 
Co.  Ltd.,  Western  District  Co-operative  Pro- 
duce and  Insurance  Co.  Ltd.,  South  Australia 
Farmers’  Co-opevativc  Union  Ltd.,  Coastal 
Farmers’  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  and 
Bcrrimer  District  Farm  and  Dairy  Co.  Ltd., 
representing  60,000  farmers  and  graziers. 


OUTRAGE  OF  FASCIST!. 

The  Central  News  Agency  reports  that 


just  aftep^the  King  of  Italy  had  visited  the 
Labour  Exchange  at  Reggio  to  see  an 
exhibition  of  co-operative  productions, 
Fascist!  set  the  place  on  lire  after  applying 
petrol. 


ENGLAND  AFTER  THE  WAR. 


CO-OPERATION'S  PLACE  IN  IT. 


“ England  To-day”*  is,  if  we  mistake 
not,  this  author's  first  big  book.  It  is  a 
social  study  of  our  time,  and  one  that  most 
active  co-operators  ought  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with.  Many  of  us  sigh 
for  the  piping  days  of  peace  that  preceded 
1914.  We  forget  the  overcrowding,  the 
labour  unrest,  the  high  cost  of  living,  the 
growing  sense  of  being  exploited  and  fooled, 
the  recurring  spells  of  unemployment,  all 
of  which  made  many  believe  that  “ the 
revolution” — dreamt  of  by  Owen  and  more 
violent,  propagandists — was  at  hand.  Mr. 
Greenwood  reminds  us  of  these  tilings'. 
Then  came  the  war  period  with  its  anxieties 
and  its  perils — perils  so  acute  that  our 
rulers  and  employers  assumed  the  white 
robe  of  repentance  for  their  constant  dis- 
regard of  the  claims  of  the  working  classes. 
Was  there  _a  large  proportion  of  rejects 
found  in  tne  recruiting  offices?  There 
must  be  no  more  bad  housing,  bad  wages, 
excessive  hours  of  toil,  and  the  working 
classes  must  have  the  chance  that  they 
deserved.  Did  the  working  classes  rush 
to  the  army  at  the  first  6ign  of  danger? 
Yes,  and  there  must  never  again  be  any 


of  the  old  distinctions  of  class  : tin-  broii^ 
hood  oi  the  trenches  must  be  preserved* 
tlie  pence  that  would  follow  \fitun 


Ktiglil 


What  the  name 


“Libby”  stands  for 


rTHE  name  Libby  is  a guarantee  in  itself.  It  stands  for  the 
perfection  won  by  60  years’  experience.  It'is  only  placed 
on  products  which  are  the  finest  that  modern  enterprise  and 
skill  can  produce. 


Housewives,  everywhere,  recognise  that  “Libby”  stands  for 
quality. 


That  is  why  the  sales  of  Libby's  Evaporated  Milk  are  con- 
tinuously increasing  day  by  day.  No  amount  of  advertising 
would  give  such  great  popularity  to  an  unworthy  product. 

Libby  s Evaporated  Milk  is  simply  pure,  full-cream  milk  from 
famous  pasture  lands.  It  is  made  richer  by  the  evaporation  of 
more  than  half  the  natural  moisture.  Nothing  else  is  taken  away 
— nothing  is  added.  Its  fine  quality  never  varies. 

You  can  be  sure  that  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  is  clean,  whole- 
some, and  sweet.  It  is  suitable  for  aH  uses.  In  cooking  it  adds 
a noticeable  richer  flavour  to  all  dishes.  In  its  undiluted  form 
it  takes  the  place  of  cream. 

Order  a supply  of  Libby  s Evaporated  Milk  from  your  grocer 
to-day,  the  “ Blue  and  White  Pyramid  Label.” 


Let  your  grocer  be  your  milkman. 


Write  for  cur  free  booklet  “Finer  Flavoured  Milk 
Dishes."  It  is  full  of  delicious  butter  and  cream 
saving  recipes  that  a ill  please  the  whole  family. 


Libby,  McNeill  & Libby,  Ltd. 


(Dept.  B),  London,  E.C.  3. 


Tha  Promise  and  (?)  Fulfilment. 

Those  things  were  said  with  fiotonjUj 
Have  they  been  fulhlled?  Are  tlie  , 
ploying  lions  lying  down  with  tbo  , 
pmyed  lambs?  Are  the  workers  livina 
that  Men  pictured  on  the  re.  ruling  .4! 
forms?  Are  the  workers  contented*  1 - 
“the  revolution”  on  or  off  in 
to-day? 

Mr.  Greenwood  essays  to  preso 
picture  of  “ England  To-dav.”  ||0  . 
the  prevailing  conditions  ns  he  ceos  th™ 
Ho  has  had  opportunities  for  swing  tW 
hag  observed  them  very  enrefulh , !UI,i  & 
set  down  his  observations,  which  «ro  a 
up-to-date  us  it  is  well  possible  u,r  tkm 
to  be  in  1111  age  when  wirehvs  has  largdt 
replaced  tlie  messenger,  and  the  altain,  i 
the  world  seem  to  be  dri\en  by  clean. w 
Mr  Greenwood  is  a busy,  alert  inurnalia 
“ whose  profession  has  trained  him  1, 
watch  tliq  phenomena  around  him.  and  u 
record  with  fidelity  his  impressions 
judgments,  to  set  down  the  many  tncton 
which  seem  to  be  shaping  our  ui.N 
nation.” 

Why  the  Workers  Matter. 


Ilis  survey  gives  special  attention  to  th 
workers,  but  ho  rightly  justifies  this  on  tb 
grounds  that  overwhelming  numbers  an 
wdth  them  and  that  power  to  dclcrini* 
t ho  future  ot  England  if.  rupidh  passiv 
into  their  hands.  He  lias  lived  in'  con  Ui 
1 out  h i w 11  h i lie  v "i  kei  * , and  Iu  1 
eheek-by-jowl  with  them  iu  tlu«  Wot 
Riding  ot  Yorkshire  and  iu  the  Welsh  . 
fields,  witnessing  their  contiuuou-.  struggl 
for  survival,  their  “ struggle  with  <>i-a>ao> 
mi.:  necessity,  with  ignorance,  with  (lorn® 
tic  tragedy,  with  a thousand  and  ow< 
things  which,  seeming  to  lend  colour  an) 
noveltv  to  their  existence,  yet  innke  it » 
hazardous  and  anxious  adventure.'’ 

TJlO  changes  that  the  war  lias  broufil 
the  new  rich  and  the  new  poor,  the  g.'iicn 
attitude  of.  the  mass  towards  politic 
aild  economic  questions  are  all  cnr.lullj 
reviewed.  The  noise,  the  Vlamunr,  lb 
agitations  are  nil  analysed,  mid  .Mr.  Grntfr 
w ood  Jin.!  -t  11s  :i  result  of  ids  observation 
that  ■■■  i.:?y  there  have  been  changes  alfaM 
ing  some,  the  great  mass  r«f  people  »' 
pretty  nuoli  where  they  were  before  tb ' 
war  r.  itJi  the  same  «£Yiiggle*  L dam  tboa, 
and  ;!e  same  hopes  still  leading  or  imp! 
ling  them . Jle  sees  no  sign  of  iipllt-ani 
that  could  be  called  “ revolution  ’’ 
ordinary  sense;  and  lie  secs  salvation  fra 
that  in  the  general  movement  toward*  tl* 
change  of  institutions  so  ns  to  lend.  1 th* 
adaptable  to  new  circumstances. 


The  Great  Hope. 

Tlie  author  hag  certainly  been  specull* 
observant  of  the  changes  which  the  wurkwt 
are  making  in  their  own  conditions,  and  k» 


points  with  special  appreciation  to  tlief 
efforts  towards  economic  salvation  throw 


the  co-operative  movement.  “ Yttluiitim 
co-operation  is  going  down  to  tlie  econonw 
foundations,  and  on  the  basis  of  its  .'SW 
sion  during  the  past  five  years,  it  will,  i*j 
1931,  have  enrolled  the  head  of  evotf 
household  in  the  country.”  It  is  a 
guine  view,  and  wo  hope  it  will  prov 
have  been  truly  prophetic.  He  i.  upcuallj 
struck  with  the  extension  of  eo-f.pcratia 
to  agriculture,  and  after  describing 
has  been  and  is  being  done  he  remark*-1 


“ There  cannot  bo  the  slightest  doubt  tM 
in  many  instances  these  co-operativ"  *■<.  -*■  1 


111  III, 11.  • III*  1-.IIII  , - 

ties  have  improved  condition*  of  rural  '“'I 
almost  beyond  recognition.  They  have  p -• 
up  new  and  better  ty|/-s  of  houv«; 
shortened  the  hours  of  labou 


social  amenities.  and,  in  fact,  quite  tranJ- 
formed  these  little  corners  of  trie  countr?; 


side.”  Assuming  the  staying  power* 
the  co-operative  niovemont  “ on  the  land 
he  believes  “ we  shall  get  ullimat* 
something  like  an  agricultural  ivunn** 
wealth  which  prom  ires  a greater  future  >■ 
rural  England  than  many  of  us  may 
realise.”  Mr.  Greenwood  does  not  onlt 


regard  the  co-operative  movement  a* 


most  hopeful  of  all  the  creation  "f 
workers."  but  he  “ finds  an  exhibition 
real  wisdom  in  the  choice  which  tlie  m*® 
has  made  in  the  selection  of  men  a** 
women  ” to  officer  this  great  morerin't*j 
A tribute  like  that  will  compel'**1! 
directors  for  many  quarterly  meeting*.  J 
“ England  To-day  ” will  he  well 
the  time  of  any  reader.  It  will  be  fu1*® 
to  lx-  both  a tonic  and  a stimulant. 

Mti.es 


THE  WISH. 


Hoe  est  nummurn  mci,  oaputqoe  rotn 
A 1, title  house,  a quiet  wife. 

Sufficient  food  to  nourish  life.  , 
Mnct  perfect  health,  and  free  from  1 
Convenient  cloths  to  keep  me  worm.  I 
The  liberty  of  foot.  an;J  mind. 

Ar<]  grace  the  wars  of  God  to  find. 

I his  is  tlr  - -urn me  of  my  desire, 

Until  f tome  unto  heaven's  quire. 

By  Rowland  Watkins  (1602).  and  qo 
by  John  Drinkwater  in  “ Some  ConWit^l 
tions  to  the  English  Anthology.” 


" EcgUi 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


tHE  SOLVENCY  of  the 
MOVEMENT. 

MR  J.  PENNY  ICWS.)  AND  HIS 
RR1GHTON  SPEECH. 

(To  TUB  Emtoh,  " Co-operative  News."} 

S-.n— The  “Co-operative  News”  gives  a 
“j  'deal  of  prominence  to  my  pessimistic 
with  regard  to  the  future  of  the  working 
‘L  at  the  joint  meeting  of  the  Men’s  and 
Women's  Guilds  at  Brighton,  on  June  7th, 
" i think  it  scarcely  does  me  justice  in 
nickim'  0,lfc  und  emphasising  certain  sentences 
Without  their  context,  explaining  and  quali- 
r.incr  them.  It  is  true  that  I lamented  the 
It  back  to  working-class  ideals  in  recent 
«-ars.  and  warned  my  hearers  that  further 
•Hacks  were  to  be  expected,  but  this  was  for 
the  purpose  of  impressing  the  point  that  for 
the  democracy  “ the  price  of  safety  is  eternal 
vigilance,”  and  we  neefled  intensive  study, 
intensive  loyalty,  and  intensive  organisation 
to  resist  tho  attacks  and  further  our  nuxve- 
nent.  In  view  of  the  apathy  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  members  there  was  a vast  amount 
of  work  for  the  guilds  to  do. 

To  my  astonishment  I find  that  one  or  two 
poisons  are  spreading  a report  to  the  effect 
that  1 stated  tlwit  the  co-operative  movement 
__[hn  C.W.S.  in  particular — is  unsound  and 
. insolvent.  . a 

To  this  report  I must  give  my  flat  contra- 
diet  ion.  There  was  nothing  in  roy  address 
calculated  to  give  that  impression.  In  fact, 

I spoke  of  the  huge  reserves  of  the  C.W.S. 
Further,  I have  questioned  several  people 
(prominent  in  the  movement)  as  to  whether 
I had.  intentionally  or  unintentionally,  said 
anything  that  could  be  interpreted  that  way, 
and  each  one  has  answered  “ No.” 

As  a matter  of  fact.  I have  often  publicly 
expressed  my  joy  at  the  wonderful  financial 
stability  of  the*  movement  notwithstanding 
the  trying  times  through  which  it  has  been 
passing.  Thanks  to  the  wisdom  of  the  leaders 
In  by-gone  days  there  are  millions  of  pounds  in 
tho  visible  reserve  f’.  n !s  shown  in  societies’ 
balance  sheets,  and  there  are  still  more  millions 
in  the  hidden  reserves  created  by  the  lavish 
writing  down  of  properties— far  in  excess  of 
real  depreciation.  Behind  all  these  there  is 
the  fact,  that  there  1ms  been  a tremendous 
monetary  appreciation  in  the  value  of  pro- 
perties acquired  before  the  war  of  which  I 
could  give  many  examples.  I have  often 
expressed  the  wish  that  an  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  total  visible  and  hidden  reserves 
owned  by  the  movement  could  be  obtained. 
Its  magnitude  would  astonish  friends  and  foee 
. alike. 

With  these  facts  in  mind  it  is  simply  absurd 
to  imagine  that  I cast  doubts  upon  the  solvency 
of  the  C’.W.S.  and  the  movement  generally. 
Nevertheless  there  is  continual  need  for  vigi- 
lance, education,  organisation,  and  loyalty. — 
Youre  faithfully,  John  Penny. 

17,  Stafford-road,  Sheffield. 


A GERMAN  WELCOME. 

A party  of  students  from  the  Working  Men’s 
Collego  at  Fircroft,  Bournviile — among  them 
many  co-operators — recently  spent  £ month 
in  Germany,  where  they  had  a most  happy 
experience  of  the  international  co-operative 
spirit. 

Niirnbcrg,  with  a society  of  35,000  members 
and  a turnover  of  100.000,000  marks,  and 
Erlangen,  with  a society  dating  only  from  1919, 
whose  membership  is  4,000,  and  turnover 
12,000,000  marks,  were  particularly  enjoyed, 
thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Herr  A.  Hammerbenhor, 
the  chairman  of  Erlangen,  Dr.  Brenner  of 
Erlangen  University  and  his  wife,  directors, 
and  officials  of  tli;  two  societies. 


By  Appointment. 

THIS  SPACE  mm*- 
contains  the  names 
of  all  evaporated 
milks  which  are 
equal  in  quality, 
purity andcream  to 


EVERY  DAY 

the  full  cream  sort 

Evaporated  Milk  ensures  a 
pure  and  economical  milk 
supply  for  every  purpose — if 
it  is  the  “EVERYDAY” 
Brand. 

Jmitations  never  Satisfy. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores, 

‘atui  packed  by 

NESTLE’S.  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C3. 


NO  DESIRE  TO  RELIEVE 

CONSUMERS’  BURDEN. 

GOVERNMENT  S ATTITUDE  ON  SUGARJ  SUBSIDIES. 

REPLY  TO  DEPUTATION. 


Deputations  from  the  Parliamentary  I 
Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union  re-  j 
cently  interviewed  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Sir  R.  Horne)  and  the  Hon.  E. 

E.  L.  Wood  (Under-Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies)  with  the  object  of  securing 
some  reduction  in  the  tnx  on  sugar. 

In  both  instances,  however,  the  Govern- 
ment representatives  declared  themselves 
against  the  point  of  view  put  forward  by 
the  deputations,  and  no  indication  was 
given  of  any  intention  or  desire  to  relieve 
the  consumer  of  the  heavy  burden  he 
has  to  carry  in  the  form  of  sugar 
subsidies. 

The  deputation  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  comprised  tho  following  gentle- 
men:— Messrs.  Johns  and  Mastin  (Whole- 
sale Society),  Messrs.  Marshall  and  Robert- 
son (Scottish  Wholesale  Society),  and 
Messrs.  G.  Goodenough,  A.  E.  Waterson, 
M.P..  and  A.  V.  Alexander  (Parliamentary 
Committee).  The  same*  deputation,  except 
that  Mr.  Liddle  (C.W.S.)  was  present  and 
Mr.  Waterson  was  absent,  interviewed  the 
Hon.  E.  F.  L.  Wood. 

Before  Sir  Robert  Horne,  Air.  Alexander 
stated  the  case  for  a reduction  in  the  tax 
upon  sugar,  a good  thing  in  itself,  and  an 
important  ingredient  of  many  food,  manu- 
factures. He  showed  that  whereas  in  1920 
the  percentage  of  the  tax  on  the  trade  in 
sugar,  jams,  sweets,  ,&c.,  was  approxi- 
mately 22  per  cent.,  in  1921  it  had  in- 
creased to  more  than  35  per  cent.  With 
the  incomes  of  wage  corners  reduced  by 
not  less  than  £500,000,1)00  per  annum, 
such  a percentage  of  tax  on  a necessary 
article  of  food  seemed  to  be  unjustifiable, 
especially  having  regard  to  the  relief  given 
to  the  wealthier  classes  in  direct  taxation 
in  the  recent  Budget. 

Sir  Robert  Horne  intervened  to  &ay  he 
thought  that  was^  somewhat  unfair,  and 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  middle 
classes  of  the  country  were  very  hardly 
pressed  at  the  present  time,  and  were 
entitled  to  the  relief  given  them  in  the 
reduction  of  the  income  tax,  and  that  the 
reduction  of  income  tax,  in  the  opinion  of 
many,  would  lead  to  a revival  of  trade 
and  increased  employment. 

For  the  Consumers. 

Mr.  Alexander  replied  that  they  spoke 
for  consumers  generally,  all  of  whom 
would  benefit  from  a reduction  of  tax  on 
food.  Ho  adhered  to  his  previons  -state- 
ment, and  said  that  whilst  he  fully  under- 
stood where  the  Chancellor  stood  in  the 
matter,  the  duty  of  the  deputation  was  to 
convey  the  view’s  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment, and  those  views  had  been  unani- 
mously expressed  in  a resolution  at  the 
national  Congress  at  Brighton  the  previous 
week.  ' He  urged  the  Chancellor  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  a reduction. 

Mr.  Johns  emphasised  the  large  interest 
of  co-operators  in  this  question  by  remind- 
ing the  Chancellor  that  during  the  food 
control  period  one-fourth  of  the  sugar 
cards  were  taken  out  through  the  co-opera- 
tive movement.  The  Chancellor  had  re- 
ferred to  the  question  of  employment,  but 
lie  would  point  out  as  a director  of  the 
C.W.S.  that  if  the  tax  on  sugar  were  re- 
duced, demand  would  be  stimulated  for 
jams  and  other  foods  manufactured  with 
sugar,  and  provide  employment  in  factories 
at  present  working  only-  short-time  and 
with  reduced  staffs.  Mr.  Johns,  proceed- 
ing. opposed  the  subsidising  of  the  British 
beet  sugar  industry,  and  especially  the 
proposal  to  increase  the  i>reference_  given 
to  such  sugar  by  no  less  than  19s.  5d.  per 
c-wt.  He  desired  in  this,  n6  in  other 
matters,  that  the  principles  of  free  trade 
should  be  established. 

Mr.  Mastin  submitted  a carefully 
reasoned  statement  against  the  subsidising 
of  Kelham  and  C’antlev  beet  sugar  factories, 
and  pointed  out  that  the  further  promise 
to  increase  the  preference  by  19s.  od.  per 
cwt.  meant  in  reality  a total  grant  of 
25s.  7d.  per  cwt..,  or  3s.  Id.  more  than  the 
price  of  English  refined  sugar  at  the 
factory  doors.  He  emphasised  the  objec- 
tions to  the  guaranteeing  for  ten  years  of 
preferential  rates  of  duty  for  West  Indies 
cane  sugar,  and  to  the  proposed  increase 
of  that  preference  at  the  expense  of  the 
taxpayer  without  saving  to  the  consumer. 

Budget  Policy  Supported. 

Sir  Robert  Horne,  in  the  course  of  dis- 
cussion and  in  his  final  reply,  justified  the 
poliev  of  relief  of  taxation  adopted  in  the 
Budget.  With  regard  to  the  subsidising 
of  the  home-grown  sugar  industry,  lie  ex- 
pressed his  conviction  from  the  evidence 
which  had  been  laid  before  him  that  in  the 
case  of  an  infant  industry  like  that  of 
home-grown  sugar  it  would  be  conducive 
to  more  employment  on  the  land,  and  to 
an  increase  iu  the  fertility  of  the  soil  if 
that  industry  could  be  fostered  by  such 
means  as  the  Government  now  proposed, 
until  such  time  as  it  became  a paying 
proposition. 

Tile  Chancellor  thanked  the  deputation 
for  laying  their  view's  before  him.  and  for 
the  manner  in  which  the  deputation  had 
been  conducted.  He  made  it  quite  clear, 
however,  that  on  all  the  points  discussed 
by  the  deputation  he  was  against  their 
point  of  view. 


At  the  Colonial  Office. 

When  the  deputation  visited  the  Colonial 
Office,  Mr.  Wood  apologised  for  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Churchill,  who  was  very  much 
immersed  in  affairs  of  great  importance. 

Mr.  Johns  stated  that  co-operators,  as 
a rule,  were  against  protection  under  the 
guise  of  preference  of  any  kind  whatever. 
They  desired  that  the  principle  of  free 
trade  should  be  established.  The  West 
Indies  had  had  a lot  of  benefits  by  way  of 
preferential  treatment  for  a great  many 
years  past.  There  was  a suggestion  made 
now  lor  doubling  the  preference  given  to 
them  under  a guarantee  for  ten  years. 
Co-operators  thought  this  was  * entirely 
against  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  the  taxpayers  in  particular, 
seeing  that  the  small  quantity  produced 
did  not  affect  the  general  market. 

Air.  Mastin  submitted  a comprehensive 
statement  dealing  with  the  whole  question 
of  sugar  production  in  the  West  Indies. 
He  explained  that  they  objected  to  the  ten 
years’  guarantee,  which  bound  the  Govern- 
ment’s successors.  He  quoted  statistics 
to  show  that  in  spite  of  the  subsidies 
granted  to  the  West  Indian  growers  there 
was  a decrease  in  the  production  of  sugar 
compared  with  other  countries. 

Preferential  Treatment. 

In  the  course  of  a discussion,  Mr. 
Alexander  asked  how  far  we  were  bound 
as  regarded  6Ugnr  by  the  preferential 
arrangement  between  Canada  and  the  West 
Indie.-,  the  rates  under  which  had  been 
extended  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  Wood  replied  that  if  ho  was  eor- 
-rectly  informed,  whatever  benefits  were 
extended  to  one  would  also  be  extended  to 
the  Mother  Country.  That  rates  between 
us  and  the  whole  Empire  were  provided 
for  by  the  Finance  Bill  of  1919.  It  was 
the  policy  of  the  Government  to  maintain 
the  undertaking  for  ten  years. 

Mr.  Mastin:  Will  it  have  to  come  up  in 
the  House? 

Mr. -Wood:  The  way  it  could  come  up  is 
for  an  amendment  to  be  moved  to  the 
Finance  Bill,  altering  the  preference. 
Those  who  agree  with  the  deputation  will 
no  doubt  do  that. 

Mr.  Mastin:  Did  not  Mr.  Churchill  say 
that  it  was  necessary  to  take  the  opinion 
of  tlie  House  as  to  the  ten  years? 

Mr.  Wood:  What  I think  he  said  was 
that'it  was  always  open  to  the  House  to 
express-  their  opinion  about  it.  What  lie 
meant  Was  thfit  it  would  be  possible  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  Finance  Bill. 

Question  of  Free  Trade. 

Mr.  Wood  then  said,  in  the  course  of  a 
general  reply,  that  he  was  glad  to  meet 
the  deputation,  although  lie  thought  really 
the  representations  should  be  mainly 
addressed  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. In  this  matter  the  Colonial 
Office  was  concerned  in  fighting  the  battle 
for  their  poorer  colonies  and  to  get  such 
favours  out  of  the  Treasury  and  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  as  they  could.  The  depu- 
tation had  objected  to  preference  on . the 
general  broad  principle  of  free  trade.  His 
only  answer  to  that,  as  an  ordinary  indi- 
vidual, was  that  he  did  not  quarrel  with 
the  argument.  He  supposed  all  would 
agree  that  if  wc  had  a general  acceptance 
of  free  trade  all  would  be  happy.  In  a 
difficult  and  imperfect  world  that  principle 
did  not  show  signs  i>f  winning  general 
acceptance.  One  of  the  speakers  men- 
tioned the  financial  help  afforded  to  the 
West  Indies  ns  a result  of  the  Commission 
of  1897.  He  would  i>oint  out,  however, 
that  in  the  West  Indies  there  were  large 
numbers  of  comparatively  small  communi- 
ties with  their  honourable  history  behind 
them,  mainly  black  and  coloured,  in  which 
the  maintenance  of  the  European  element 
from  the  material  point  of  view  depended 
on  the  maintenance  of  the  sugar  industry. 
Ho  did  not  think  it  au  exaggeration  to  say 
the  maintenance  of  the  sugar  industry  from 
the  white  point  of  view  was  a matter  of 
supreme  importance.  If.  as  they  all 
agreed,  the  main  increase  in  the  world’s 
production  of  sugar  had  been  in  Cuba,  they 
might  ask  why  this  was  so.  It  was  deserv- 
ing of  consideration  whether  t lie  answer 
was  that  the  growers  in  Cuba  had  the 
security  of  American  help,  and  this  en- 
couraged them  to  put  in  capital.  This  was 
the  oniv  general  observation  he  wished  to 
make.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  deputa- 
tion. nor  did  the  Government.  He  had 
stated  his  reasons  in  his  recent  report.  An 
opportunity  would  be  afforded  of  dealing 
with  the  "question  when  the  Finance  Bill 
was  discussed.  He  did  not  under-eslimate 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  he  pro- 
mised to  convey  to  Mr.  Churchill  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  advanced  in  so 
temperate  a way. 

Mr.  Mastin  asked  whether  it  would  not 
be  less  dangerous  to  give  a periodical  grant 
to  the  "est  Indies,  voted  by  Parliament, 
than  to  work  through  a system  of 
preferences? 

Mr.  Wood:  You  had  better  put  that  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I imagine 
one  the  difficulties  in  doing  what  you 
suggest  would  be  that  if  once  you  began 
doling  out  unknown  sums  from  the  public 
purse  you  would  hare  everybody  applying. 


C.W.S.  MEETING. 

BUSINESS  MATTERS  FOR 

DISCUSSION. 


Tits  Items  -f  business  tor  the  consideration  of  11m 
delegates  to  i bo  C.W.S.  meeting.,  on  July  1st  amt  8th 
arv  given  below  ; — 

1.  Admission  of  new  mom  ben. 

2.  Minutes  of  lasl  quartet 

3.  Committee’s  report. 

4.  Declaration!  os  to  the  election  u!  committee. 

3.  Recommendations  of  committee:— 

(a)  That  the  rate  o|  interest  on  share  cupit.il  bo 
reduced  from  £6  per  cent,  per  annum  to  £5  per 
cent,  per  annum. 

<b)  That  we  approve  the  action  of  the  committee 
in  making  a grunt  of  £100  from  the  re\«*rvo 
fund  t..  AncoaU  Hospital— Nurses'  llotuc  Build- 
ing Fund. 

(c)  That  the  annual  donations  to  olio:  Stable  institu- 
tion* (3,042  guineas)  be  paid  out  of  the  inervu 
fund. 


(1)  400  guineas  to  the  Co-oi**nitive  Convalescent 
Fu ikTs  and  Homes  As».viations,  as  follow-  : — 
(a)  160  guineas  to  the  Southern  Co-operative 
Convalescent  Fund,  (b)  100  guineas  to  tin* 
NorUi-W«*tern  Co-operative  CYmvoh  rveni 
Homes  Association,  (c)  60  guinea*  to  tho 
Midland  Co-operative  Convalescent  Fund, 
(d)  50  guineas  to  the  South. Western  Co- 
operative Convalescent  Fund,  (e)  60  guineas 
to  the  Wetom  Co-operative  Conviuewcnl 
Fund. 

(2)  £400  to  the  Women's  Co-operative  Guild. 

(3)  £100  to  Un*  Nut  tonal  Co-operative  Men'.,  Guild. 

(4)  £900  as  tlii.s  year's  contribution  to  the  funds 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  (on  the  haul*  of 
15s.  for  cadi  of  our  shareholding  aocielnw). 

(5)  £150  towards  the  ex  pen. of  Uie  next  Co- 
operative  Congress. 

(6)  £150  to  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited  to- 
ward* the  fundn  of  the  International  Co- 

All  in  nor. 


(8)  £62  10s.  to  the  Workers'  Educational  Amooui- 

(9)  £50  lo  the  Royal  Agricultural  Society  of 
England. 

6.  Notices  of  motion  front— 

(a)  Guildford  and  Dial  riel  Industrial  Co-operative 
Society  Limited  : " That  this  meeting  us  of  tlm 
opinion  thut  the  time  nt  present  ullowcd  for 
discussion  of  the  quarterly  and  half-yearly  re- 
purls  "is  not  stiflicient,  and  therefore  requada 
flint  arrangements  be  made  lor  busino-*  meet- 
ings to  comiiieneo  nt  10-30  n.m.  instead  of 
2 p.m.,  as  nt  present."  (Adjourned  from  last 
quarterly  meeting.) 

(h)  Tlie  Royal  Arsenal  (Woolwioh)  and  the  Ta-ndon 
Co-operative  Societies  Limited  : " Hun  it  is 
desirable  that  Uie  rules  of  (he  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  Limited  he  amended  in  such 


ings  in  future,  so  that  the  full  ' 

<*f  a shareholding  society  can  bo  ugcxl"  irre- 
spective of  the  number  of  delegates  attending 
UK-  meetings,  and  that  tlie  direct  or*  be  and 
are  hereby  lied  meted  to  prepare  a suitable 
scheme  and  submit  same  to  the  next  general.' 
meeting  of  members." 

(c)  Heswieli  Co-operative  Society  Limited:  "Thai 
an  annual  subscription  of  £50  lie  given  to  (he 
fill  As  of  the  Land  Nationalisation  Isuigue." 

(d)  Lincoln  Equitable  Co-operative  Indu-tria]  So- 
ciety Limited:  "That  in  flit  nr.-  the  midland 
divisional  iiie*-ting«  he  hold  at  2 o'clock  p.m., 
instead  of  3 p.m." 

AMENDMENTS. 

1.  Amendment  to  Item  No.  5 (a): — 

Liverpool  Society:  "That  the  rate  of  interest  on 
share  capital  he  reduced  from  £6  |».-r  omit. 
l**r  .annum  to  £f>l  per  cent.  |s*r  aiumiii." 

2.  Amendment  to  Ilem  No,  5 (d-6)  : — 

Manchester  and  Salford  Society  : . " That  £260  bo 

granted  to  I lie  Co-oporativc  Union  Limited  In- 
wards the  fund*  of  the  International  CVopuru- 
live  Alliance." 

3.  Amendment  to  Item  No.  6 (a)  :— 

I/andmi  and  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Societies  : " That 
Hie  word*  ' quarterly  and  ’ on  line  2 be  de- 
leted, and  Hud  after  the  word  ‘for’  on  line  3 
odd  ' tin*  half-yearly.’" 

4.  Amendment  to  Item  No.  6 (c) : 

Trecvnon  and  ( wmJare  Society  : " Delete  Hie  words 
' an  annual,'  and  Insert  ‘ a.’  " 


CALENDAR. 


JUNE-JULY. 

Prestwlcli  Sock-tvS  Educational  Department.— 
Week-end  School,  in  Hie  Guild  Room.  War- 
wick-«treet,  Prestwich.  Lecturer,  Profemor 
F.  Hull,  M.A.  Subject:  " Cooperation  at 
Home  and  Abroad." 

JULY. 

Midland  Section. — Nattingliam  District  Con- 
ference. iri  the  Primitive  Method  i.t  Chajicl, 
Keyworth,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  (Iw  u»- 
non  : Report  of  Brighton  Cong  re  . by  Mr. 
If  Jon-  GNetherfleld). 

Mnnehe.ler  DDtrh-t  Men-.  Guild.— Qtiarlerly 
Meeting,  in  tlir  Library.  Holy  oak-  Hoax', 
HsnoVer-xtreot,  Munch -■  -t-r,  at  5-46  p.m 

Men’s  and  Women'*  Guild  (South  Yorkshire 
Di-strut).—  United  Rally  at  Edwsraiowe.  at 

Wboh  -al  Society**  Quarterly  Divisional  Sfeel. 
ing-  : In  tin*  Society'.  Prenii*.-*.  Wet 

Dlandfotd  street. 


Hall. 

Lond- 
Hall.  Mark. 


I he 

Hall  Moon-pa 


Ho*. 


Mai** Held,  ot  3 p m.  In 
the  Mitchell  Memorial  Hall,  Balfooo-ttreW, 
Manchester.  aL  3 p.m.  In  tho  Town  Hall 
(Mayor’s  Hac*l>tion  Room).  Dewsbury,  at 
2 p.m.  In  Hie  Co-operative  Hail,  32,  King- 
street.  Aspalria,  at  2 45  p.in.  fn  the  So- 
fifty’s  Premise*.  Bread  Quav.  Bristol,  at 
2 p.m.  In  the  Society’s  Premiere.  St.  Mary* 
Cardiff,  of  2 p.m 

Bobbers’  Berail  A—<lalIo«i  — r.a.f.rerve  in  tlie 
G*-operaii*e  Hall.  War*..  k-sfreet.  I re-two-fc. 
at  3 pm.  Subject  for  dnniWan  " Group- 
ing 'A  Slaughter  bou*e-i  ’* 

Northern  Education*!  I lanrja  i v.r . - Meet, eg 

In  the  Temperance  Ilall.  Sboiley  Bridge. 
2-36  p.m.  ‘i  .bjart  for  difu»io«i  : The 

League  of  Ns'i-m-  " Addrraa  by  Mr  < 
Wilkio-ra  (TjnreuJe  f ount d of  the  League 


North  Wester 
fervnee.  In 
read.  Fart 
u«  : " Mi 

Mr  & Fa. 
North- Wrater 


Roil  ST 

j-rt  l-*e  dwcumso 
Brighton  Congress- 

Horrifies  («ru/**l  I 

North-Wester 
Confer***"’ 

•1  3-15  p-*n  JKinjre-v 
sent- Day  Problem*-  i>*pr< 
Pickup  (•fclwcaJ  board; 


ul  Hall,  Balloon-air*et,  Man- 

rUon  —Bolton  District  Con- 
('•.-operative  Hall.  Wargra.e. 
. at  3 p ro.  Subject  for  dU- 
Aid  jn  P/lurw».<«.  " 
her  (sectional  board; 
rae.)  - Mnrshrei.r  D .strut 
S*.  Andrew',  (fcur.-r.  Srfc.nl, 
Had  Add.  at  2 30  pm.  huh- 


»,  A. 


. the  tO-opecatnre  IUU.  Barn 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


IS  THERE  NEED  FOR 

TWO  PARTIES  ? 

QUESTION  FOR  CO-OPERATORS  AND 
LABOUR. 

DEVON  DISTRICT 

CONFERENCE. 


Delegates  from  all  parts  of  Devonshire 
attended  a conference  called  by  the  Devon 
Conference  Association,  and  held  in  the 
Town  Hall,  Buckfastleigh,  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  The ‘chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  F. 
E.  Willis. 

Mr.  J.  Brown  (president  of  the  Buckfast- 
leigh Society)  welcomed  the  delegates,  and 
said  they  had  the  bulk  of  the  townspeople 
in  the  society.  The  population  of  the  town 
was  two  thousand,  and  they  had  a member- 
ship of  thirteen  hundred,  including  some  in 
the  neighbouring  villages.  The  fact  that 
the  C.W.S.  had  become  the  owners  of  the 
local  woollen  mills  brought  home  the  idea 
that  the  production  was  being  carried  out 
by  their  own  people  with  their  own  money. 

Mr.  W.  II.  Flowers  (sectional  organiser) 
read  the  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Watkins  and  Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (chairman 
and  secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Party)  on 
the  policy,  activities,  and  needs  of  that 
party. 

Varied  Views. 

Mr.  Hickmott  (Teignmouth)  observed 
that  the  members  were  still  Liberals, 
Tories,  or  Labour  supporters,  and  he 
doubted  whether  they  were  taking  the  best 
steps  in  their  effort  to  get  unanimity.  He 
referred  to  the  referendum  in  operation  in 
Switzerland,  and  now  included  in  the  con- 
stitution for  Ireland.  Why  could  they  not 
go  on  the  same  lines,  and  then  they  could 
vote  for  measures,  not  men.  That'  should 
he  made  the  first  plank  in  their  platform. 

Mr.  T.  Cane  (Newton  Abbot)  said  the 
time  had  come  when  all  co-operators  must 
stand  together.  At-  the  recent  election 
there  was  a great  deal  of  cross  firing.  They 
should  have  direct  representation. 

'.Mr.  C.  Newton  (Exeter)  stated  that  they 
were  all  agreed  as  to  the  necessity  of  the 
co-operative  movement  being  represented  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  difficulty- was 
that  they  were  dividing  their  forces.  ' They 
had  the  Labour  Party  and  the  Co-operative 
Party.  It  seemed 'to  him  that  by  that 
method  they  were  playing  right  into  the 
hands  of  the  very  people  they  were  seeking 
to-  oppose.  They  must  concentrate,  and 
avoid  the  present  division.  In  the  case  of 
Exeter  they  interviewed  the  member  for  the 
city,  and  as  a result  lie  voted  for  the  aboli- 


tion of  the  Excess  Profits  Ta 


on  co-opera- 

tiye  societies,  for  which  he  had  received  a 
wigging  from  the  traders  of  Exeter.  That 
showed  the  usefulness  of  organising  the  vote 
of  co-operators  to  influence  successful^ 
candidates. 

Mr.  L.  G.  Williams  (conference  executive) 
said  co-operators  thought  they  could  be 
traders  without  being  politicians’;  but  every- 
thing entered  into  a man’s  life,  ami  nothing 
could  be  separated.  They  could  not  carry 
on  their  trade  irrespective  of  polities.  Was 
the  Co-operative  Party  going  to  undertake 
any  work  beyond  that  of  the  Labour  Party? 
He  thought  the  whole  of  the  aims  of  the 
party,  as  described  in  the  paper,  with  per- 
haps the  exception  of  the  restrictions  re- 
garding public  auditors,  would  bo  endorsed 
by  the  Labour  Party.  Why,  then,  should 
they  start  another  organisation? 

Mr.  Hunkin  (Plymouth)  favoured  the 
organisation  of  co-operative  members,  and 
demanded  from  candidates  for  Parliament 
pledges  to  support  the  co-operative  in- 
terests in  Parliament.  They  should  then 
support  the  candidate  that  gave  these 
pledges,  whatever  party  he  belonged  to.  If 
they  formed  an  indeiiendent  party,  he 
believed  they  were  doomed. 

Mr-  Barry  (Plymouth)  said  when  they 
were  threatened  with  a levy  on  the  life  sav- 
ings of  their  members,  the'v  had  to  relv  on 
the  support  of  the  Labour  Party.  'The 
Plymouth  members  were  called  "together 
and  they  decided  to  fight  the  matter  to  the 
bitter  end.  They  fought  it  as  co-operators, 
and  they  won.  He  hoped  that  the  time  was 
llot  far  distant  when  the  four  million  mem- 
bers of  the  movement  would  realise  their 
power.  It  was  not  so  much  organisation 
that  was  required  as  education.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  C.  H.  Lugg  (Bovey  Tracey)  stated 
that  they  had  nothing  to  hope  from  either 
of  the  two  great  parties.  They  must  go 
into  jxmtics  themselves.  Tradesmen  would 
tell  them  that  their  trade  was  their  politics, 
and  it  should  be. the  same  with  co-operators. 

Mr.  Joslin  said  they  wanted  to  educate 
the  members,  and  sliow  them  that  they 
were  standing  in  their  own  light.  Had  it 
not  been  for  the  existence  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  the  profiteers  during  the 
war  would  have  crushed  the  working  classes 
out  of  existence.  He  looked  forward  to  the 
time  when  the  movement  would  dominate 
and  rule  the  conditions  of  life. 

Direct  Representation  Necessary. 

Replying  to  the  discussion,  Mr.  Flowers 
said  there  was  very  little  difference  between 
the  Labour  and  the  Co-operative  Parties- 
but  as  tile  railways,  the  mines,  and  other 
sectional  interests  had  their  direct  repre- 
sentatives in  Parliament,  so  it  was  necess.irv 
for  co-operators  to  have  direct  represen- 
tation there. 

The  chairman  and  speaker  were  thanked, 
and  a resolution  passed  expressing  their 
best  wishes  to  Air.  Jones  in  his  fight  at 
Last  Nottingham. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


A dividend  of  9d.  in  the  pound  wQl  be 
declared  by  the  Pontardulais  Society  for  the 
half-year  ending  June  17th.  There  has  been 
a considerable  decrease  in  the  total  sales 
compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year,  but  it  is  satisfactory  as  compared 
with  many  other  societies  in  the  South  Wales 
and  Alonmouthshire  area.  Last  year,  for 
the  twenty-four  weeks,  the  total  sales 
amounted  to  £51,935,  and  this  half-year  to 
£30,501. 

^For  the  twenty-six  weeks  ending  June 
17th,  the  sales  of  the  Peuygraig  Society 
were  £122,579,  as  compared  with  £177,698 
for  the  corresponding  j>eriod.  The  dispos- 
able balance  for  the  last  half-year  is  £6,607, 
which  permits  of  aclividend  of  Is. 

The  returns  for  the  Treharris  Society  are 
more  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of 
sales.  For  a period  of  seventeen  weeks  this 
year  the  sales  were  £50,756,  as  against 
£65,252,  and  a disposable  balance  of  £1,231, 
enabling  a 6d.  dividend  to  be  paid. 

The  faorslas  Society  shows  a tremendous 
drop  iu  sides  from  £15,789  for  the  thirteen 
weeks  ending  June  of  last  year  to  £6.536 
for  the  thirteen  weeks  of  this  year.  The 
society,  however,  is  able  to  pay  a dividend 
of  6d.  out  of  a credit  balance  of  £207. 

Afembers  of  the  “Wheatsheaf”  Recrea- 
tion Club,  run  in  connection  with  the 
Cardiff  C.W.S.  depot,  held  their  annual 
outiug  on  Saturday  to  Symonds  Yat,  AVye 
Valley,  and  .about  150  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  enjoying  a charabanc 
trip  of  100  miles  through  some  of  the  most 
delightful  soenerv  in  the  west.  After  the 
party  had  enjoyed  rowing  on  the  river  AVye 
and  sports  at  the  well-known  rendezvous, 
the  return  journey  was  made  through  Tiu- 
tern  aud  Chepstow. 

The  first  annual  sports  in  connection  with 
the  Cardiff  “ AVheatsheaf  ” Club  will  be 
held  at  the  club’s  grounds,  Pengam  Farm, 
on  the  borders  of  the  city,  on  Saturday, 
July  22nd.  Eighteen  events,  inoluding 
team  relay  races,  will  b^det-ided,  and  some 
valuable  prizes,  including  a silver  cup  for 
the  competitor  making  most  points,  will  be 
presented. 

The  Barry  Society  has  initiated  a motor 
’bus  service  between  Cardiff  and  Barry 
Island.  ’Buses  will  run  every  hour  from  the 
C.W.S,  (Westgatc-street),  Cardiff  depot. 
Members  will  receive  checks  for  the  amount 
they  pay  in  fares.  The  innovation  should 
prove  a big  success. 


ALWAYS  WILLING  TO 
HELP. 

BRIDPORT  CO-OPERATORS  ASSIST 
LOCAL  HOSPITAL. 


Co-operators,  who  are  always  willing  to 
help  forward  a good  movement,  made  a 
splendid  effort  in  connection  with  a carnival 
held  recently  in  Bridport  for  the  benefit 
of  the  local  hospital.  A combined  com- 
mittee. formed  from  the  management  and 
educational  committees  with  the  AVomen’s 
Guild,  carried  out  a tableau,  entitled  “ A 
Shining  Light,"  represented  by  a number 
caf  children  polishing  articles  with  co-opera- 
tive polishes.  Considering  the  large 
number  of  entrants,  the  co-operators  did 


Mr.  H.  Clarke,  as  the  Famous 
“ A1r.  Hcsset." 

well  to  secure  the  fourth  prize.  During  a 
fete  held  in  the  Dovvne  Hall  grounds  later 
in  the  evening  the  society  had  a stall,  pre- 
sided over  by  members  'of  the  Women’s 
Guild,  for  the  sale  of  goods  which  the 
management  committee  Lad  given  to  the 
value  of  £5.  with' flowers,  A-c.  As  a result 
the  Bridport  Society  was  able  to  hand  over 
the  sum  of  £9  10s.  4d.  In  addition.  Air. 
H.  Clarke,  as  the  famous  "Air.  Russet  ’’ 
of  C’.W.S.  tea  fame,  collected  £1  14s.  5d. 
AA’ith  the  value  of  the  prize  the  society 
handed  over  altogether  to  the  hospital  the 
sum  of  £11  10s. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 
AND  NEWS. 

[From  Oub  Own  Correspondents.) 

Tiverton  Society  (Devon)  is  awaiting  the 
return  of  prosperous  times  in  industry.  Mr. 
Cowles  is  then  convinced  that  success  for  the 
society  will  follow. 

Chewton  Alendy's  roturns  reveal  an  ability 
to  give  a dividend  of  Is.,  and  to  increase  the 
total  reserve  fund.  The  wholo  of  the  cost  of 
fixtures  ha3  been -depreciated. 

Dartmouth  is  moving.  The  latest  return 
reveals  a surplus,  which  will  be  used  to  reduce 
the  suspense  account.  An  early  return  to  the 
time  when  the  society  will  be  able  to  pay  a 
dividend  is  expected. 

The  reserve  and  depreciation  funds  of  the 
Wells  Society  are  almost  equal  to  the  total 
share  capital.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  following  items  of  interest  come  from 
Buckfastleigh : average  shave  capital  par 

member,  £21  7s. ; average  weekly  purchases, 
£1  0s.  9d. ; quartern  loaves  sold  weekly,  over 
3,000  ; gallons  of  milk  sold  weekly,  over  400  ; 
share  capital,  over  £27,000 ; reserves,  over 
£3,500;  depreciation  of  property,  &c.,  over  60 
per  cent. ; present  surplus,  Is.  in  the  pound. 
Comment  as  to  the  solidity  of  this  society  is 
superfluous.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  new’  premises  of  the  St.  Columb-road 
Society  are  proceeding  apace,  and.vcry  shortly 
this  very  progressive  society  will  have  one  of 
the  finest  suites  of  shops  in  the  district.  Tho 
society  is  keenly  interested  in  the  proposed 
federated  bakery  for  the  Goss  Moor  area. 

Bovey  Tracey  Society  recently  held  an  open- 
air  whist  drive  and  tennis  competition  in  tho 
grounds  of  Bridge  House.,  tjic  society’s  recently- 
acquired  estate.  Practically  the  whole  dis- 
trict was  en  fete,  and  the  glorious  sunshino 
added  to  the  charm  of  the  picturesque  gardens 
and  the  gay  dresses  of  the  people.  The  function 
was  a distinct  fraternal  and  social  success. 
AVhen  the  caf6  opens  in  the  near  future  it  will 
be  an  added  attraction  for  co-operators  to  visit 
this  new  co-operative  possession  at  Bovey. 

Mr.  Saunders,  late  of  Dartmouth  Society, 
has  been  appointed  manager  at  Kings  wear. 
AVe  are  convinced  that  under  his  efficient  con- 
trol this  society  w ill  soon  establish  a successful 
position.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Broivn, 
a very  successful  concert  and  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Town  Hall,  Buckfastleigh,  on  Saturday. 
A good  audience  gathered  to  hear  addresses 
from  Messrs.  F.  W.  Willis  and  E.  Truscott,  tho 
chairman  and  secictaiy  respectively  of  the 
Devon  District  Conference  Association.  Air. 
Truscott  gave  a breezy  talk  on  the  word 
‘‘ Co-operation, and  in  characteristic  manner 
held  the  attention  of  the  audience.  Air.  Willi.s 
dealt  mainly  with  the  sound  position  of  tho 
society  as  revealed  in  the  recent  balance  sheet. 
During  tho  evening  musical  items  were  very 
effectively  rendered  by  local  artistes,  and  an 
address  on  “ Loyalty”  was  also  given  by  tho 
sectional  organiser.  ♦ . » 

The  Devon  District  Conference  at  Buckfasc- 
leigh  on  Saturday  was  a very  representative 
one.  AVhether  the  interest  taken  in  the  sub- 
ject considered,  or  the  fact  that  an  opportunity 
was  given  to  visit  tho  Buckfastleigh  mills  of 
the  C.W.S.,  was  responsible  wc  do  not  know. 
At  any  rate,  in  spite  of  the  rain,  there  was  a 
gathering  of  delegates  from  almost  every 
society  in  the  association.  One  enthusiast 
from  Bovey  Tracey,  who  cycled  the  distance 
through  the  rain,  was  not  damped  in  ardour, 
and  contributed  valuable  material  to  tbc  dis- 
cussion. The  paper  was  dealt  with  very 
efficiently,  and  resulted  in  excellent  propa- 
ganda for  the  Co-operative  Party  proposals. 

It  was  also  unanimously  decided  to  send  good 
wishes  to  Air.  Jones  in  his  fight  at  East  Not- 
tingham. * . ♦ 

The  junior  guilds  of  Bristol  have  been  having 
their  annual  election  of  officers.  Reports  to 
hand  reveal  that  they  are  veiy  much  alive  as 
to  the.  desirability  of  securing  ability  and 
efficiency.  ♦ ♦ • 

Miss  H.  Enfield  (general  secretary  of  the 
Women’s  Guild)  had  a rousing  reception  on  the 
occasion  of  her  recent  visit  to  Bristol  to  deliver 
lecture.  ♦ . ♦ 

Bristol  Co-operative  Choral  and  Orchestral 
Society  scored  a distinct  success  at  their  annual 
concert.  The  iteras'were  excellently  rendered, 
and  much  appreciated.  Continuity  of  effort 
will  bring  greater  successes.  The  choral  so- 
ciety’s outing  by  charabanc  was  favoured  by 
glorious  weather,  and  was  greatly  enjoyed. 


Ji  lt  1,  H>* 

TRADE  UNION  PROBLEM 

AN  INTERESTING!  ONE-DAY  SCHOOL 
AT  WOOLWICH. 

ADDRESS  BY  MR.  PAGE  .\R\0Ti 

The  Royal  Arsenal  Society's  edm 
department  and  tho  Woolwich  br.m  ; ' 

N.U:B.A.AA\  joined  lores  on  Sunday 
holding  a one-day  school  at  ••  Shorn  A 
tile  Splendid  social  centre  bolon.  m • 7j 
society  at  Bosudl  Heath.  The  joTm 
mittee  were  fortunate  in  securing  t!i(.  w 
vices  of  Air.  R.  Page  Arnot,  vi  the  | - 
Research  Department,  who  gave  twu  |0 
ful  lectures  on  "Trade  Unionism  p 
Present,  and  Future." 

Mr.  P.  C.  Salmon,  London  div:- 
officer  of  the  N.l'.D.A.W.,  who  |>:  si,!,, 
the  morning  session,  expressed  the  opi, 
that  gatherings  of  this  character 

arouse  a sense  of  responsibility  ,n 

democracy  of  the  country.  The  co-op  r..uv» 
and  trade  union  organisation  w.n  M5 
movements.  As  a trade  union  ollniiil  . 
had  always  endeavoured  to  work  in  , 
relationship  with  the  co-operative  nu,v£ 
ment.,  feeling  that  there  was  a 
interest  for  both  sections  to  purs.ie. 

Air.  Page  Arnot,  who  was  listened  to  tviA 
close  appreciation,  at  the  outset  alluded  to 
the  increased  importance  uf  the  trade  muoi 
movement  throughout  the  world.  In  | 
during  the  last  six  or  seven  yec.i  i 
unionism  was  rapidly  growing.’  fu 
the  movement  was  in  tho  same  pc.-iii, ,,  !Lsjj 
was  in  Russia  ton  years  ago;  it  was  unit 
allowed  if  it  did  not  do  anything. 

A Premature  Movement. 

Air.  Arnot  skotcJted  tho  origin  rmi 
development  of  trade  unions,  and  tin 
attempts  made  by  the  legislatme  to  pr.w. 
combination.  He  mentioned  one  fad  ■..  iii<b 
camo  as  a surprise  to  some  of  tlm  si  iuIimiU. 
In  1834,  tho  Grand  National  ( on  did.iie 
Trade  Union  was  founded  under  the  auspitvi 
of  Robert  Owen.,  tlik  being  an  early  -iltoinpt 
to  form  ono  big  union  to  embrace  tlm  wiiulu 
of  the  country,  but  it  was  a piumaturc*  more- 
ment.  This,  however,  caused  great,  olarm 
amongst  the  employers.  The  lecturer  ■ 
narrated  the  incidents  of  the  later  d . lop-1 
meul-s.  including  the  organisation  of  the 
unskilled  workers.  I„  19u I Unuo  woi  two 
million  trade  unionists  in  this  count iv 
1913  the  total  was  increased  to  I nini.uiO, 

J ho  trade  union  movement  emcr-’c  1 front 
the  war  8,000,000  strong. 

Air.  J.  Ro?ves,  educational  secret. iry,  uh® 
was  the  chairman  at  the  afternoon  ^ 
pointed  out  that  years  ago  the  o!.j. ■<  t <d  trad* 
unions,  os  set  out  in  their  literutui** 

“ Defence— not  defiance."  A new  sdu 
thought  was  now  introducing  a really 
sbruclivo  programme  to  the  workers  thi* 
country.  The  producer  and  consumer  iver 
ono  and  the  same  person,  and  there  nhoiil 
bo  no  conflict  between  the*o  two  indinduai 

Attacks  on  Trade  Unions. 

Mr.  Page  Arnot,  in  his  second  lecture,  r( 
ferred  to  tho  attack  made  on  trade  union* 
■which  accompanied  the  depression  in  trad* 
in  1920.  There  was  a prospect  ol  llii* 
attack  being  continued,  and  of  w:-g.  vet  ting 
lower  and  Tower.  Ho  did  n-.t  think  t lint 
there  was  any  prospect  of  a drop  in  iut.nl 
prices  for  eighteen  months,  whilst  tho 
revival  of  trade  would  be  slow.  I 
unionists  for  the  next  eighth. *n  mniitli* 
would  have  to  faco  continued  ntt.-i- 1 
wages. 

Guild  Socialism. 

, Mp-  Arnot  explained  the  prop  ' iN  ni  die 
Guild  Socialists  in  not  only  * resist  in;?  ilio 
attacks  cn  wages  and  the  conditiom  of 
labour,  but  in  fitting  tliemsolws  Ur  t ho 
future  to  carry  on  and  administer  industry 
in  tile  raxietje  of  tho  future.  \|Kirt  Irom 
the  Building  Guild  lie  considered  that  tin' 
was  not  much  enthusiasm  for  guild 
socialism  amongst  the  millions  now,  mid  it 
would  be  a matter  cf  educating  the  worker* 
on  the  subject. 

He  next  closely  examined  th- • tm  ri  . put 
forward  'by  socialists,  guild  ruciali  >K  .md 
co-operators.  He  showed  that  in  order  to 
in  effective  the  solution  of  the  problem  mu  t 
be  applicable  to  the  whole  world.  Whatever 
form  the  proposals  took  they  were  bound  to 
CO  mo  up  against  the  governing  chi^scs  rod 
capitalise*.  When  it  did  sooner  or  labr 

the  oonflirt  became  n political  one.  1 It 
contcivlod  that  if  they  were  going  to  ha 
real  change  in  the  method  of  product  two 
they  would  only  g*  t it  thiough  the  guidanm 
of  s-  me  organisation  planned  not  from  the 
sp-eial  interests  of  ro-operators  nr  trado 
unionists,  but  in  tlie  interests  of  the  whole 
working  <Lis.es.  It  was  only  bv  un  i"  of 
the  international  socialist  bodie*  would  they 
get  to  the  future  Co-oj<er.'tiv* 
Commonwealth. 

Mr.  Page  Arntt  replied  to  a numb  r of 
question*.  awl  a brief  discus,  ion  foli  c “L 
He  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  m.i-i-  ’lf 
addret>->  by  Mr.  J.  Dickinson  (chairman  <>f 
the  education  committee)  and  Air.  1 
Settatree. 

The  students,  as  usual,  found  that  ■ 
arrangement  was  made  to  secure  their  ">rn“ 
fort  and  happiness  by  .Mi  Collins  <'.M 
superintendent)  and  her  etaff. 


The  Royal  Arsenal  Society's  Tr.  -I  u 
is  arranging  for  a trip  to  Germany.  VL-itiog 
Hamburg.  Iloriin,  and  Leipzig,  from  -lay 
28th  to  August  1th.  On  September  -it* 
another  contingent  trill  hare  a week  s t/,a 
in  Sw  itzerland. 


Jrir  l I®*- 
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7VY  Tovfem 

}y  EdWin  Elliott 

AfufFior  oft  Tfie  Sftike  of  Deep  de  rtv', * 
-*'i/-iufT  Porce/it in  J^omonce  " efc. 


/VtipTFK  XXIII.— HORACE  AND  NaOMI  GlVE 
Evidence  (Con.). 

Horace  stopped  down,  and  Naomi  took 
. ;s  pioce.  She  wq$  very  pale;  but  the  wan 
mil  iveary  look  had  gone,  the  inexpressibly 
yd  look  of  hopeless  resignation.  In  its 
dace  was  a new  vitality, 
j -'.Miss  Leferier,”  said  the  coroner,  nd- 
dVessing  her  in  quite  a fatherly  manner, 
.■do  not  distress  yourself  by  saying  more 
I than  is  necessary.  We  can  guess  at  many 
tilings'  Hut  if  you  would  like  to  make  the 
\ sliolc  affair  dear  pray  do  so  in  as  few  welds 
1 jj  possible." 

*1  am  afraid,"  said  the  girl  in  a low 
I tremulous  voice,  "that  I cannot  say  much 
1 jon-.  It  has  all  been  so  dreadful,  and 
(Hough  the  truth  is  so  different  from  what 
ereryoae  thought,  it  is  still  very  ' hocking. 

••For  myself,  all  1 lutjve  to  sa.v  is  this.  I 
left  tlie  drawing-room  to  go  in  search  of  Miss 
AttcrclilFc.  I could  not  find  her.  1 wan- 
dered about,  hardly  thinking  of  the  search. 

I wit>  absorbed  in  my  thoughts, 'which,  at  the 
time,  were  not  very  happy  ones. 

“At last  I got  near  to  the  wood,  and  wa 
just  uiaking  up  my  mind  to  return  to  t life 
castle,  when  I heard  footsteps,  the  footsteps 
df  a man  hurrying  madly.  In  a feeling  of 
natural  alarm  I stepped  behind  some  trees, 
and  watched. 

“Then,  to  my  amazement,  I saw  Horace  . 
emerge  from  the  wood.  I was  quite  close  to 
imn,  though  he  did  not  *ce  me.  Hie  moon- 
light fell  full  upon  his  face,  and  his  expres- 
sion horrified  me.  Hies  eyes  were  starting, 
and  Ins  teeth  seemed  to  be  chattering.' 

“ But  lie  held  something  in  Ins  hand  which 
caught  my  attention  in  a moment.  It  was 
bit  scarf,  all  dripping  with  water,  and 
twisted  out  of  shape.  In  a moment  he  was 
gone,  running  with  the  gait  of  a drunken 
n. 

‘What  ha*  happened?"  I said  to  myself, 
was  afraid  to  attempt  an  answer.  But 
metliing  urged  me  to  go  to  the  lake  for 
!.  How  I got  there  1 don't  know,  for  I 
s shaking  from  head  to  foot  with  an  awful 
fo  boding. 

"But  I got  there,  and  I got-  to  the  scat 
f beneath  the  tree.  And  then — and  then — I 
MW— [ saw— it! 

1 can't  say  any  more,  except  that  T ran 
\\vUi  die  wood . away  from  the  awful  sight.  I 
should  have  fainted,  I know,  hoc  for  the  one  \ 
frightful  thought  of  his  danger.  He  had 
killed  her!  I could  not  doubt  it — and  lie 
might  be,  would  be.  perhaps — Oh ! I cannot 
»y  even  now.  There  was  only  cue  thing 
; "'jh  I could  do.  and  that  wars  to  make  up  my 
mind  that  I would  not  speak  of  what  I had 
leel1-  I don’t  think  I can  sav  nnv  more 

BOW.” 

j S|ie  was  trembling  visibly,  nudythe  svm- 
I'Hhy  o!  the  whole  court  was  with  her,  nany 
I*urs  of  feminine  eyes  being  wet  with  tears. 

And  you  also,"  said  the  coroner,  his  own 
'Bjjo  showing  signs  of  huskiuess^  " were 
I billing  to  incur  an  awful  danger  in-order  to1 
‘“"’“I  this  young  man?" 

“All— ves,  yes.  What  'else  could  I do? 

,'•  >t  "as  right.  T am  sure.  Besides,  the 
°aw  would  have  been  worse  still  to  bear." 
die  hud  to  bo  assisted  down  the  two  or 
Bree  steps  :md  Stella  received  her,  and  led 
'b"in  the  loom.  Horace  followed  direc  t ly, 
bnly  a t-  w minutes  more  were  required  to 
nisli  iln.  proceedings.  There  was  no  formal 
| wtntniiig-up,  for  it  was  not  needed.  After 
: •,  wipiessive  words  from  the  coroner  the 
r°ti"  'lod  a verdict  of  ' Wilful  murder" 
.“'"I't  tlio  Hev.  Julius  Cars!  niton,  clerk  in 
Ordens. 

I ^i-'i'Tirt  XXI V. — Explanations  and  an 
Understanding. 

J sfpposf.  I must  accept  the  inevitable, 

■ , 1 j but  I do  so  in  no  very  amiable  spirit 
I’^ru  llli-gwaTer  distinctly  sighed  as  be 
ii,.  ,r  "ils  bhe  day  aftor’ibe  inquest,  and 
. s«eiie  was  ily?  blue  morning-room  at  lvv 
Time:  11  a.m.  ' 

. jj  rWilly  am  in  love  with  you.”  lie?  went 


f (jg  n.K|hiiig  no  attempt  to  conceal  ’.be  vexa- 
111  b's  voice.  “ Of  course,  lor  a man  of 
t fcA to, ,K?  in  love  is  not  a very  edifying 
j,.  mid  I don’t  want  you  to  be  s«.nti- 
Hun  J er  lt-  J,,ld  to  "fter  tile  exasperating 
6upPose^  to  bo  suitable  on  such 

,'un  k want  to  be  overwhelmed  by 
j fifen  jlV\°*h'rs  of  esteem,  and  gratitude,  and 

• «up,  It  is  quite  astenidiing  to 

- l0''  glibly  these  well-meant  libs  are 

IV  I .by  young  ladies  for  the  benefit  of 

• --'k  tool  who  doesn’t  want  them. 

lK>rhaps  you  have  not  heard.  The 
iLV'  'nought  by  special  messenger  from 
*2ri olTT1^0  nalf-an-bour  ago.  Voer  (”j«r- 
“01  i ^ ^''rn  o’clock  this  morning.” 

**«It  <?*  sad."  hurst  in  Stella  ir.qjul- 

6o:  ■■  " Aud  yet  how  merciful.  He  did 

ven  l‘H’  in  prison,  t-lien?” 

*tj.;lp  11  As  a matter  of  form  the  coroner 
' dir.,).”;"  » warnyit  for  bis  cnniinitt.il;  but 
,„0rs  would  not  sanction  its  execution. 
I ain't  lo  cet  bim  to  the  vicarage. 

that  lie  never  fully  regained 


BWan, 

hut  '•  llcuv.  J jim  awfully  sorry  for  him. 
•(»«.,  ,a"k  niy  lucky  stars  that  I am  made 
M'tS  \v  '}ay-  1 ll,ink  Esball  go  in  for 

• nc  have  had  enough  of  tragedies, 


Stella.  They  may  be  picturesque,  but  they 
play  havoc  with  the  comfortable  routine  of 
things.  You  won't  mind  if  I don't  die  of  a 
broken  heart,  will  you?" 

" I shall  be  very  thankful  if  you  will  do 
nothing  of  the  kind,"  sIkj  said  with  a roguish 
twinkle  in  her  eyes,  " even  if  tiie  blow  to  my 
vanity  is  a severe  one.  But  really.  I .cud 
Jlliiigwator,  it's  nice  to  know  that  we  can 
positively  be  friends,  isn’t  it?" 

" Undoubtedly.  I always  intended  that 
we  should  be  friends,  even  if  we  hud  become 
man  and  wife." 

Stella  thought  it  discreet  to  change?  the 
subject;  and  the  sight  of  Naomi  and  Horace 
strolling  side  by  side  in  the  grounds  gave  her 
a topic. 

" Boor  child.  She  is  happy  now.  But  I 
don't  think  she  will  ever  l>j  quite  the  same, 
again." 

" Perhaps  net,”  responded  in’s  lordship, 
and  this  lime  .there  was  no  irony  in  his 
words.  ‘ ‘ But.  T think  she  will  he  the  better 
for  what  she  lias  gone  through.  ft  Las' 
brought  out  traits  in  her  character  which  I 
did  not  think  'lie  possessed,  high  resolve  aud 
self-control.  Horace,  too.  has  tome  out  well. 

1 inn  glad  to  think  more  highly  of  him  than  I 
did.  And  n*  it  seems  that  'he  lias  got  to* 
inherit  the  title  and  estates  after ‘all,  it  is 
gratifying  to  feel  that  lie  won’t  be  a disgrace 
to  the  Despa  i ds. 

••  Have  you  had  any  letters  from  Boston 
lately?”  lie  asked,  turning  on  her  sud- 
denly, and  fixing  Ins  gaze  on  lief  keenly. 
Stella  coloured,  and  stared  at  the  carpet  «s 
she  replied. 

"I  lin'd  one  from  mamma  f.l  is  morning." 

" And  oops  mamma -want  fo  know  wimn 
you  intend  to  return  tc  the  ' hub  of  the 
univei'WE ?’  " he  asked,  still  fixing  his  gaze 
upon  her. 

" Yes,"  she  sighed. 

" And  what  are  you  going  to  sav  in 
reply?" 

I don’t  know,"  she  answered  Inmelv  and 
feebly. 

" 1 hope  you  are  not  tired  of  the  old 
country  already.” 

"Oil,  noj"  she  rejoined  briskly!}  looking 

up. 

" Good.  Are  you  reallv  obliged  to  go 
back,  Stella?" 

" I— I — s-suppose  I am,”  -he  filtered. 

“ H'm.  You  don’t  seem  quite  settled  in 
your  mind,”  said  the  peer  in  a thoughtful 
sort  of  way.  " I should  make  up  my  mind 
if  L were  you  ; and  if  you  can't  decide,  u by, 
just  get  someone  to  decide  for  you.  No,  not 
me,  my  dear  Stella.  Somehow  1 don't  seem 
to  be  very  suo  essful  as  an  adviser  to  young 
ladies.  I'm  fifty,  my  child,  and  that  is  a 
bar  to  success  in  that  line.  Oh,  by  the  by, 

1 rather  expected  that  Attercliffe  would 
have  called  ibis  morning.  Perhaps  he  will 
he  hero  yet." 

“ I don’t  think  lie  will,"  said  Stella,  now 
very  red  indeed. 

Why  not?"  asked  the  .peer  in  n genu- 
inely surprised  tone. 

“ Because  1 L — yesterday,  I mean— when 
we  parted  at  the  court  house-  1 l told  him 
li-not  to  call— until  I — I sent  to  him." 

" Why  did  you  do  that?”  asked  Lord 
Illingwater  gravely. 

" Because  I —I — w-wns  afraid  that ” 

She  couldn't  get  any  further.  But  he 
took  up  her  words  instantly. 

“ Because  you  wouldn’t  trust  me  to  treat 
a successful  rival  courteously.  Tut-tut.  my 
dear  Stella.  You  need  not  have  been  afraid 
of  that.  I’ll  admit  candidly  that  while  I 
thought  I had  a chance  of  winning  you  for 
myself  I did  not  wish  to  see  Attercliffe  here. 
But  now— now  — Well.  1 have  no  desire  to 
emulate  a certain  well-known  dog  in  a cer- 
tain well-known  fable.  If  you  care  for  Atter- 
cliffe's  advice  in  the  matter  we  were  spook- 
ing about  just  now.  I daresay  he  will  be 
quite  willing  to  give  it.  ^ 

" Half-past^eleven  ! I have  tolp  at 
Framloy  at  twelve.  See  yon  at  luncheon,  I 
hope,  unless  you  should  Ive  detained  any- 
where. Forgive  my  hurrviug  away,  won't 
you  ?" 

With  a nod  of  the  most  friendly  character, 
and  with  a smile  that  became  iiini  exceed- 
ingly well.  Lord  Illingwater  hurried  away. 

Somewhere  about  the  Same  time  Aubrey 
Atterc  liffe  wa-s  paring  the  big  drawing-room 
at  Attercliffe  Hall. 

After  n while  there  came  a tap  at  the 
door,  and  in  answer  to  Aubrey's  somewhat 
impatient  n come  in.”  Mrs.  Crane,  the 
housekeeper,  entered. 

"1  want  to  know.  Mr.  Aubrey,  at  what 
hour  you  will  require  lunch?"  she  said,  seat- 
ing herself  without  any  ceremony. 

" Oh.  1 don’t  know.  Mrs.  Crane."  he  re- 
turned impatiently.  " I am  thinking  of 
going  out.  and  then  I slia’n’t  be  at  home  to 
lunch." 

“ As  you  please,  sir.”  she  rejoined,  re- 
signedly. " But  you’ll  just  let  me  say  this 
if  you  please.  You’ve  got  to  stir  yoiyself, 
sir.  It's  no  use  moping  any  longer.  You 
can't  bring  Miss  Muriel  back.  It’s  all  over 
now.  and  there's  no  more  to  come  out. 
You're  a tine  young  man.  Yon  ought  to 
marry — this  is  the  plain  truth — a nice, 
honest,  straightforward  girl  who’ll  he  down- 
right fond  of  you.  and  yet  not  blind  to  your 
deieots." 


Aubrey  frowned  and  smiled  at  the  same 
time. 

“ I'm  very  much  obliged  to  you,  Mrs. 
Crane,  for  your  candid  remarks.  1 know 
that  I ara  awkward,  and  shy,  and " 

" Oh,  Mr.  Aubrey!  I didn't  mean  that.” 

" Well,  it  sounded  as  if  you  did.  Any- 
how, it’s  the  truth.  And  as  I don’t  shine  iu 
civilised  society,  it  is  possible  I may  go  to 
the  less  cultured  regions  of  the  globe,  l'vo 
thought  of  Nigeria.  I should  get  out  of  the 
way  of  the  ordinary  globe-trotter  there." 

The  housekeeper  went  slowly  \ out,  aud 
Aubrey  was  glad  to  be  alone  again. 

“ Awkward  and  shy — a big-limbed  boor. 
That's  what  I am.  1 feel  it.  That  is  how 
she  must  regard  me.  I ean’t  expect  her  to 
look  upon  me  as  anything  beftef.  She's 
brilliant  and  clever,  as  well  as  lovely.  Oh, 
I'm  a madman.  I’m  hopelessly,  despair- 
ingly in  love  with  a girl  who  must  despise 
me,  even  if  she  is  kiiid-lieartecl  enough  to 
pity  me  a little. 

" She  say's  that  I must  not  even  call  at 
the  castle  until  she  sends  for  me.  Of  course, 
that  means  that  she  wishes  to  avoid  me. 
It  can’t  mean  anything  else. 

"Yes,  l will  go  to  Nigeria.  It  was  only 
in  jest  that.  I spoke  to  Airs.  Crane.  But  T 
am  not  jesting  now.  Nigeria’s  a splendid 
place  for  fevers,  just  the  sort  of  fevers  that 
carry  off  white  men.  Come  in'?'’ 

He  uttered  the  last  two  words  in  an  irrit- 
able and  ungracious  way.  To  himself  lie 
said  : — 

“ Confound  the  woman!  I wish  she’ll 
leave  off  bothering  me.  It’s  only  an  excuse. 
No  doubt  she  wishes  to  tell  me  some  more 
‘ plain  truths.’  Privileged  housekeepers  are 
a plague." 

Hie  felt  so  disagreeable  that  he  would  not 
even  turn  towards  her  as  she  entered. 

- He  began  to  fume.  He  felt  that  lie  should 
sa.v  something  neither  complimentary  nor 
polite  if  she  didn’t  make  haste  with  her 
errand,  whatever  it  .might  lx>.  lt  wn,c  not 
her  usual  way  to  be  so  long  about  unburden- 
ing her  mind.  At  last  it  grew  too  exasperat- 
ing to  bear,  and  leaving  off"  whistling,  but 
without  turning  round,  he  cried  out 
wrathf.illy  : 

" Well,  what  the'  deuce  is  the  matter 

" I don’t  know."  said  a voieo  plaintively. 

He  spun  round  ii'.sl-.ntlv,  aim  faced  the 
speaker.  Stella  Hazlethurpe  was  standing 
less  than  a couple  cf  varus  a wav  front  him, 
and  with  her  hands  clasped  behind  her,  was 
surveying  him  with  a quaintly  serious 
expression. 

He  was  absolutely  overcome.  He  gasped, 
then  his  hands  dropped  to  his  side,  and  lie 
staggared  backwards  against  the  window- 
frante. 

"Miss  Hazlcthorpe,"  lie  gurgled,  "it — 
it — e-can’t  be  you!" 

" Oil  yes  it  can,"  she  assured  him  very 
earnestly.  “ It  cannot  be  anyone  else  in 
fact.  I’m  not  a ghost.  I)o  I look  like  one? 


Yqu  might  shake  hands.  Ghosts  don’t  shako 
bands,  do  they?" 

" Miss  Hazietliorpe.”  lie  said  thickly,  ••  [ 
cannot  believe  it!" 

" Oil  dear,  oh  dear!”  she  pouted.  " I 
don’t  know  liyw  to  prove  my  i huts' v.  You 
see,  I lelt  my' ceililu-.ite  of  birth  on  'the 
• i her  side.  IUq  I alii  Stella  H.i/letlim pe. 
really.  Do  you  doubt  me  now?" 

"I  am  afraid  to  believe."  he  said,  looking 
into  her  eyes.  - I am  afraid  to  believe  that 
I am  not  dreaming  a delicious  dream.  Miss 
Hnzlethorp'.  Stella— 

. " That's  better,  a lot,"  she  interrupted, 
allowing  him  to  draw  her  nearer.  ••  Which 
do  you  like  best,  .Mbs  H.i/bthorpo  or 
Stella  ?" 

He  caught  her  very  tightly  to  him  then, 
and  cried : 

" It  is  Stella  I love,  I love,  T love  I love 
her  better  than  life,  better  than  eternity, 
better  than  heaven!  Nay,  not  better  than 
heaven,  for  there  is  only  one  heaven  for  me. 
It  is  here.  It  is  now.” 

And  then  there  was  silence,  for  the  inten- 
sity of  this  man’s  love  swept  nway  all  ten- 
dency on  her  part  to  indulge  .>ven  in  tile 
tenejerest,  and  most  delicious  of  lmnter. 

She  said  not  a w*jrd,  hut  she  rested  her 
head  on  his  shoulder,  aud  though  her  eye- 
lids drooped,  they  did  not  wholly  hide  the 
tears,  happy  tears,  that  would  come.  For 
an  awkward  young  man,  entirely  unversed 
in  the  art  of  love-making,  lie  managed  I be 
delicate?  business  very  creditably.  Ho 
stroked  her  rippling  tresses,  Ik*  kissed  l.er 
brow,  her  cheeks,  and  her  lips,  and  lie  looked 
down  upon  her  upturned  face  with  a proud 
fondness  tliafc  many  a stage  lover  might  luivo 
envied. 

At  last  it  occurred  to  him  to  ask  the 
absurdly  unnecessary  question  : " And  do  ,'ou 
really  love  me.  Stella?” 

" I roallv  think  T do,  Aubrey." 

"It  seems  to  jne  wondrous  strange, ” ho 
continued,  rather  seriously,  " for  I was  con- 
vinced that,  at  our  first  meeting,  you 
regarded  me  with  aversion." 

“ Oh,  hut  I didn't,"  she  protested.  " I — 
I was  awfully  interested." 

"But.  did  you  ivt  look  Upon  me  as  an 
awkward,  boorish  sort  of  person,  a lather 
bad  type  of  Britisher  ?" 

“ No.  I di'lu't,"  .-lie  retorted  indignantly. 
" No  one  could  think  such  things." 

" But  they  can.  and  do.  My  Iiousolteeper, 
Mrs.  Crane,  said  something  very  much  to 
that  effect  just  now." 

"The  imptitbnl  thing!  Didn't  you  dio- 
eharge  her  on  the  spot  ?” 

"No.  She  thinks  it  part  of  her  duty  to 
tell  me  painful  truths." 

"But  what  did  you  say?" 

" What  could  I say?  I talked  about  going 
to  Nigeria.” 

" Oh  my  goodno  s!  You  didn’t  mean  it?” 

" I think  I ilul." 

" But  you  don't  mean  it  now?” 

“ No  dearest,  I don't  mean  it  now.” 

[tiik  end.] 
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2-ton  Loads.  • 

BUILT  to  carry  loads  up  to  i tons, 
with  a chassis  less  in  weight  than  is 
usual  with  vehicles  of  similar  capacity, 
this  new  Albion  achieves  a considerable 
economy  *in  lyre  wear , pztrol  con- 
sumption and  general  wear  and  tear , 
with  greater  ease  of  operation. 

The  high  standard  of  engineering  skill  in 
Albion  design,  and  perfection  of  material 
used,  have  produced  in  this  latest  model  a 
vehicle  ot  exceptional  service  to  Transport 
users. 

After  the  most  searching  tests,  the  new 
2-ton  chassis  has  proved  in  even'  way  equal 
to  maintaining  the  Albion’s  world-wide 
supremacy  for  reliability  and  economy. 

Write  for  full  particulars.  Other 
models:  25,  30,  50,  60  and  80  cwt. 
load  capacity. 
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COMMERCIAL  MOTORS 

ALBION  MOTOR  CAR  CO.,  LTD., 

SCOTSTOUN,  GLASGOW, 

London  Office:  Bank  L’oiW  n^s,  20.  Kings  way.  W.C.2. 

Also  at  Manchester,  Shevfibid  and  Birmingham. 

Service  Depots  : IvbNDOM,  Manchester  and  Glasgow. 
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THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Jclt  1,  1022. 


Mr.  Russet  welcomes  the  Prince.  Che  Co-operatijje  news 


AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 


All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  ‘‘News'’  should  be 
addressed  “ THE  EDITOR .”  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News’1  should  be  addressed  to  " THE  MANAGER.” 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES:  CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 


SATURDAY,  JULY  i,  1922. 


A LAST  WORD  TO 
NOTTINGHAM. 


be  no  apathy  among  the  eo-operators  in  the  constituency 
The  whole  of  the  electors,  whether  co-operators  or  InV 
ought  to  rally  to  the  Co-operative  candidate.  \ye  *’ 
a nation  of  consumers.  The  nation  is  represented*  in 
Parliament  by  lawyers,  financiers,  merchants,  nuiuitV. 
turers,  and  company  directors,  all  looking  after  their 
own  pet  interests.  There  are  representatives  also  of  ule 
great  trade  unions  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  pro! 
ducers.  Each  of  these  classes  is  smaller  than  the  con 
sumer  class,  yet  the  organised  consumers  have  only  <ni( 
direct  representative  in  Parliament  whose  special' bush 


t ^ K IIV'OC  cpcvlill  OUSJ. 

ness  it  is  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  consumers. 
We  hope  East  Nottingham  voters  will  return  a second. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


The  popular  Prince,  after  visiting  the  lands 
which  produce  our  famous  “ Russet  ’’  Tea, 
is  warmly  welcomed  home  by  Mr.  Russet. 


"RUSSET”  TEA, 


The  " knutty  ” Tea  with  the  “ knutty  ’’  flavour, 

Sd.  per  Jib. 


ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORE.  \ 


Stoek,  Sell,  and  Smoke- 


C.W.S.  GOLD  FLAKE 


C.W.S.  NAVY  CUT 


CIGARETTES 


Mind  you  ask  for 


C.W.S.  “d  FM“ 

*™r'  Bg  Navy  Cut 


when  next  at  the  Stores. 


Don’t  take  any  others;  but  say  it 


MUST  BE  C.W.S. 


There  is  just  time  to  get  in  a last  word  to  the  electors 
of  East  Nottingham  befbre  the  polling-booths  open  to 
receive  their  ballot-papers,  and  we  wish  to  get  that  last, 
word  ‘ 

The  election  there  is  one  of  the  most  important  that 
has  taken  place  in  Nottingham.  It  is  the  first  occasion 
upon  which  the  electors  there  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  voting  for  a Co-operative  candidate  for  Parliament ; 
and  we  hope  they  will  seize  the  opportunity  for  several 
reasons. 

The  first  reason  is  that  the  election  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Jones, 
the  Co-operative  candidate,  will  give  co-operation 
another  voice  in  Parliament. _ His  opponents  are 
attempting  to  scare  the  electors  by  describing  Jones  as 
a Socialist,  a Communist,  and*  a Bolshevist,  but  Not- 
tingham co-operators  are  not  surprised  that  the  enemies 
of  democracy  should  so  describe  him.  When  Mr. 
Churchill  first  declared  that  Labour  was  unfit  to  govern, 
and  announced  his  intention  of  calling ‘every  Labourist 
a “ Socialist,”  we  predicted  in  these  columns  that  every 
Co-operative  candidate  would  be  similarly  described  by 
Winston  and  his  fellows.  Nottingham  Co-operators  are 
not  likely  to  be  scared,  therefore,  by  the  labels  appended 


CHANGE  NEEDED. 


The  Proportional  Representation  Society  is  to  be  congratu. 
lated  on  the  zeal  of  its  officials.  Already  P.R.  has  been  put  to 


the  test  in  Ireland,  and  in  some  local  elections— notably  tlio 
election  of  the  education  authorities  in  Scotland,  with  results 


that  show  a decided  improvement  upon  the  old  stylo  of  voting, 
The  officials  of  the  society,  through  their  energetic  secretary] 
Mr.  J.  H.  Humphries,  have  brought  constant  pressure  to  luar 
upon  Members  of  Parliament,  and  further  pressure  is  being 
brought  to  bear  with  a view  to  having  P.R.  applied  in  the  next 
Parliamentary  general  election.  At  the  1918  election  Coalition 
candidates  polled  5,564,381  votes  and  got  428  seats  in  Great 
Britain;  while  non-Coalit ion  candidates  polled  4,132,912,  niul 
got  only  81  seats.  Had  the  19181  elections  been  carried  out  under 
P.R.,  and  the  same  number  of  votes  polled  by  the  respective 
parties,  the  Coalition  would  have  had  292  scats  and  the 
Coalition  parties  would  havo  had  217  seats  among  them.  In  a 
number  of  the  by-clectiona  the  candidate  who  secured  the  si 
secured  a'  minority  of  the  votes  polled.  That  could  not  happen 
in  a straight  fight  between  two  candidates  ; but  it  happi 
repeatedly  when  there  were  threo  or  moro  claimants  for  the  sums 
seat.  We  hope  that  steps  will  promptly  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  injustice  of  1918  ever  happening  again,  and  the  Irish 
results  from  P.R.  certainly  hearten  tlio  P.R.  people  and 
ourselves. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 

. 1 . , , . . , . . . --  It  is  not  surprising  that  the  “ Yorkshire  Evenine  Post” 

“<°beat  should  commend  a Yorkshire  society  (or  deciding  to  Lsc 
or.aror.cf  oco  --  4-  A ’ ' contributions  to  the  Co-operative  Party.  The  dis&ppcamncd 


him  at  any  cost.  These  people  are  not  anxious  to  defeat 
him  or  keep  him  out  of  Parliament.  Jones  is  nothing  to 
them  ; Houfton  and  Graham  are  nothing  to  us  ; but 
Jones  stands  for  a system,  for  a conception  of  political 
responsibility  and  duty  that  they  and  their  sponsors  are 
seriously  determined  to  destroy  if  at  ail  possible. 

The  Coalition  Tory  and  the  Liberal  are  alike  out  to 
prevent  co-operative  progress  because  their  parties  and 
their  leaders  are  definitely  committed  to  the  competitive 
system  in  trade  and  industry  and  politics.  They  cannot 
foster  competition  between  shopkeepers,  or  manufac-  , , JUCU1  uuull^  uul  , 
turers,  or  importers,  or  railway  companies,  or  shipping  j ^ dT^ZtMng'foV  us  in  Parliament, 
companies  and  expect  to  foster  at  the  same  tune  co-  doludcd  by  serv8ic0  ol  th„t  Und.  w 
operation  .between  nations  to  establish  a harmonious 


of  the  Cooperative  Party  would  delight  the  “ Post"  and  other 
organs  whose  political  outlook  is  not  ours.  We  regret  that 
any  society  should  drop  its  contributions  to  the  party,  mid  that 
some  societies  have  always  remained  outside  the  party.  Then) 
were  good  reasons  for  the  movement’s  decision  to  organise  tlio 
electoral  power  as  well  as  the  purchasing  power  of  the  members ; 
and  the  reasons  for  continuing  to  organise  tlio  votes  of  tho( 
members  still  hold.  The  mere  fact  of  having  co-operative 
political  machinery  has  not  only  given  us  one  direct  representa- 
tive in  Parliament  and  a lar-ic  number  of  direct  representatives! 
iji  local  bodies,  but  it  has  made  a number  of  M.P.’s  more  eager 
Co-operators  arc  not  all 
know  t hat  manufacture 


Europe.  They  both  pretenA  to  wauTtLat“iutema''ttaMl  I °“en  ‘°  s°dctic8  botta  jjg 

co-operation,  because  they  both  give  lip-service  to  the 
League  of  Nations,  which,  according  to  the  Peace  Treaty, 
is  intended  to  establish  international  co-operation.  The 
Coalition  has  given  ample  evidence  of  its  hostility  to  the 


co-operative  movement  in  its  efforts  to  impose  upon  the 
movement  financial  burdens  that  no  other  associations 
are  asked  to  bear.  It  gave  ample  proof  of  its  hostility 
to  the  movement  and  its  preference  for  capitalist  in- 
terests while  the  war  raged.  The  Liberal  Government 
has  been  no  better.  Liberals  dominated  the  first 
Coalition  Cabinet,  which  imposed  excess  profits  duty 
upon  funds  which  were  admittedly  not  profits  ; and  the 
Liberals  were  in  power  when  the  co-operative  societies 


because  of  any  affection  for  co-operative  societies  but  to  cut  out 
our  own  productive  departments.  If  we  closed  these  depart- 
ments our  societies  would  pay  through  the  nose  for  their  goods; 
and  if  we  dropped  our  electoral  organisation  wo  would  very 
speedily  experience  trouble  at  Westminster  that  would  inuko 
us  “sit  up.”  The  subscriptions  to  the  Co-operative  Party  funds 
have  fallen  off.  It  is  also  true  that  expenditure  on  co-operative 
education  has  been  cut.  There  is  a reason  for  both.  .Societies 
have  suffered  from  bad  trade  owing  to  unemployment,  and  to 
that  both  “ cuts  ” are  due  in  many  cases. 


LENGTHENING  LIFE. 


were  refused  permission  to  increase  by  Yioo  the  amount  I „V.EltY  “terestlnf  Ile"s  r«"r',lci 
of  capital  that  a member  might  hold  in  his  or  her  society  ; N“tl0“al  1'rat<?r,l'‘l  Conference  I 
Mr.  Asquith  himself,  when  fighting  his  last  battle  at ' "■er°  ??ve°  pr0Ve  ,lmt  “a  rosult  uf  tl,c  KreJt 


Us  from  Chicago.  At  I ho 
raternal  Conference  held  there  recently,  figures 


Sets,  rswdh  i d' • 

must  be  maintained.  When  Mr.  Asquith  says  ,t  must  j proportion  of  the  population,  four  year,  ore  added  to  In. 


i considerable 


be  maintained  it  is  clear  that  he  means  that  it  must  be  life.  The  advances  hare  been  no  great  that  it  b even 
fostered  , and  if  it  must  be  fostered,  it  is  also  clear  that  f jectuxed  that  children  born  this  year  will  have  a reasonable 
obstacles  must  be  put  in  the  way  of  co-operative  pro-  * prospect  of  living  six  years  longer  than  the  earlier  gencra- 
gre^s.  When  that  is  the  avowed  an^ proved  policy  of  ; lion;  and  the  hope  is  encouraged  that  deaths  from  typhoid 
the  two  parties  opposed  to  the  Co-operative  Party  in  and  diphtheria  will  almost  disappear  in  ten  years.  We  trust 
Nottingham,  the  duty8  of  co-operators  is  not  in  doubt.  1 tlie  saTne  delightful  hop?  may  lie  warranted  in  thi*  eouiun  ; 

The  spirit  of  competition  is  the  root  of  the  evils  which  ! but  a-Uthe  eTa®  of  1x1(1  houain8  of  wh't‘l1  t,,e  hj"1  w 


have  brought  so  great  a part  of  Europe  to  ruin  and  so 
many  of  the  people  of  Europe  to  misery.  It  breeds 
suspicions,  enmities,  distrust,  and  dishonour.  The 


complain  bitterly  before  the  war  have  been  aggravated  by 
the  conditions  which  grew  up  in  the  war  md  which  st/ll 
produce  scandalous  overcrowding  in  many  areas.  We  are 


- i i Aicc  glad  to  observe  in  this  connection  that  the  Women’s  Guild 

r1' a ^ ctween  two  shopkeepers  differs  only  in  degree  Congress  boldly  faced  this  problem  last  week  at  Portsmouth. 


from  the  rivalry  between  millionaires  seeking  the  same 
concessions  in  oils  or  mines,  or  between  nations  seeking 
territory.  They  are  all  actuated  by  self-iuterest,  whether 
it  be  wealth  or  power. 

The  world  has  surely  had  enough  of  that ; and  if 
Nottingham  people  think  so  they  must  vote  for  the  only 


THE  C.W.S.  AND  BANK  CLERKS. 

A statement  from  the  C.W.S.  directors  regarding  the  wage* 
paid  in  the  bank  department  would  clear  the  air  considerably. 
A good  deal  of  publicity  is  being  given  to  the  clerks’  side  of 


candidate  who  aims  at  the  destruction  of  that  rivalry7  i the  case,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  many  societies’ 
and  at  the  establishment  of  the  new  regime  in  which  j shareholders  in  the  C.W.S.  are  in  correspondence  with  the  bank 
the  people  of  the  nation  will  realise  that  they  have  all  Officers’  Guild  asking  for  further  information.  The  directors, 
to  g3Jn  working  together  for  their  common  good  J unless  we  are  greatly  mistaken,  have  no  desire  to  see  their  bank 
instead  of  warring  against  one  another  for  selfish  in-  j clerks  worse  off  economically  than  those  employed  by  cap!- 
terests.  If  we  can  establish  such  a regime  we  shall  soon  1 talistio  banks.  The  bank  clerks  say  that  at  the  present  time 
solve  without  difficulty  the  problems  of  poverty,  housing,  they  arc  being  paid  less  than  other*.  The  directors  should  be 
education  and  unemployment ; but  such  a regime  can-  | in  a position  to  say  whether  that  is  true  or  not  true.  If  it  Li  not 
not  be  established  by  the  election  of  men  who  are  opposed  • true  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  upon  what  evidence 
J1’  who  are  determined  that  we  shall  not  have  it-  j the  clerks  say  otherwise.  The  divisional  meetings  should  afford 
The  Tory  press  in  Nottingham  is  lamenting  the  apathy  ■ a good  platform  for  a statement  on  the  subject,  as  a bad  irnprea- 
°f  Conservatives  in  Nottingham.  We  hope  there  will  sion  is  undoubtedly  bcinc  created. 
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LABOUR  PARTY 

CONFERENCE. 

\ notable  feature  of  the  repoVt  sub- 
mitted by  the  executive  at.  the  annual  con- 
ference of-  the  Labour  Party  in  Edinburgh 
this  week  is  the  decline,  in  membership. 
The  total  membership  of  the  party  amounts 
to  4.010,000,  but  trade  unions,  whose 
members  are  en  bloc  affiliated  to  the  party, 
#(twijnt  for  3.973,000  of  these — a decrease 
of  350,000  since  last  year.  Mr.  C'.  W. 
jjowornian  mentioned  quite  recently  that 
the  reports  to  be  submitted  to  the  Trade 
Unions  Congress  would  show  a considerable 
falling  off  in  membership,  one  big  union 
alone  showing  a drop  of  100.000.  The 
tause  of  the  decline  in  trade  union  mem- 
bership is  undoubtedly  the  great  wave  of 
unemployment  and  distress,  and  that 
decline  is  naturally  reflected  in  member- 
ship of  the  Labour  Party,  to  which  these 
unions  are  affiliated. 

The  Edinburgh  agenda  covers  a multi- 
tude of  political  problems,  but  the  matters 
likely  to  occasion  the  chief  discussion  are 
the  admission  of  the  Communist  Party, 
which  the  executive  oppose ; the  acceptance 
of  Privy  Couneillorship  by  members  of  the 
Labour  Party;  the  proposal  to  demand 
reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  on  War 
Loans;  and  the  future  of  the  "Daily 
Herald." 


ORDER  OR  ANARCHY? 

THE  LONDON  AND  BERLIN  CRIMES. 
GOOD  GOVERNMENT  WANTED. 

[By  Ocr  Special  Commissioner.] 


BANK  CLERKS’  WAGES. 

[To  tiie  Editor,  "Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir. — It  has  always  been  the  proud  boast 
uf  the  C.W.S.  directorate  that  they  grant 
at  least  equal  service  conditions  to  their 
competitors.  In  the  banking  department 
they  have  just  decided  on  a further  5 per 
cent,  reduction  on  basic  salary  rates. 

Before  this  reduction  the  salaries  paid 
to  the  staff  were  much  below  those  paid  by 
tbe  major  number  of  banks  in  England 
•and  Wales.  Further,  in  these  latter  banks 
considerable  bonuses  have  been  paid  during 
tho  war  years,  and  a certain  amount  is 
ttjll  paid.  __  Income  tax  is  paid  on  bonuses 
and  salaries,  and  a pension  (roughly  about 
r two-thirds  of  the  salary  at  the  time  of  re- 
tireinent  at  sixty  years  of  age).-  None  of 
these  privileges  exist  in  the  C.W.S.  bank- 
ing department. 

In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  tlifr 
Wrawtii  resolution.  148  out  of  1-30  of  the 
c.n.S.  staff  at  Manchester  joined  their 
craft  union,  the  Bank  Officers’  Guild. 
Because  there  is  no  formal  agreement 
between  the  directors  of  English  banking 
and  the  Bank  Officers’  Guild,  the  C.W.S. 
directors  have  taken  the  rather  mean 
bourse  of  continuing  to  pay  rates  much 
below  those  ruling  in  other  banks.  The 
stall  have  pressed  for  a joint  committee  to 
examine  their  whole  status.  This  has  been 
twice  refused ; the  first  time  under  circum- 
uuiccs  that  have  been  characterised  bv 
~°  sta"  i's  a breach  of  good  faith  on  the 
port  of  the  directors,  whom  they  inter- 
viewed last  year.  The  staff  are  deter- 
^ned  to  press  for  the  joint  committee. 
lloL  not  make  any  extravagant  de- 
because  they  are  convinced  that  a 
l“int  committee,  carefully  and  calmlv 
^mining  the  facts  of  the  case,  will 
JJJJ®  them  common  justice.  .They  confi- 
ent!v  appeal  to  all  co-operators  *to  assist 
“bin  in  their  desire. — Yours,  &c., 

F.  C.  Clegg, 

President,  Bank  Officers’  Guild. 

Rates  of  interest. 

Liverpool  amendment  to  c.w.s. 

RESOLUTION. 

cifjHIl  be  seen  from  the  agenda  for  the 
' f H^tuigs,  the  directors  are  recoin- 
cjDiJPfc,  tJiat  the  rate  of  iulerest  on  share 
JJjJr  * £^uoed  from  £6  per  cent,  per 
Jjm  to  £5  per  cent,  per  annum. 

® ^Petary  of  the  Liverpool  Society 
jbJa  10  say  that  his  society  has  sent  in  an 
to  ft  ^,at  ^Ie  reduction  be  from  £6 
retnn?"  , r the  following  reasons: — The 
aie.n’*u[',OIL.  >f  acted  upon,  would  inter- 
hto  ‘lh  the  obtaining  of  fresh  capital, 
pa-  5 90tletles  largely  at  present  have  to 
lo-auj*;,  C€in4--  an<l  cannot  see  their. way 
SotL-rJ  and  reinvest  with  the  C.W.S. 
a I s would  be  collecting  fresh  capital 
of  h,  Ji?-3-  They  would  have  all  the  work 
bj  "‘S  the  money  which  would  be  done 
booan-  clencal  staff  and  the  cost  of  sta- 
cks fLp  Ulee4-  The  Liverpool  Society  also 
of  support  for  its  amendment  in  view 
8ocieiT  ;'lc4  that  capital  in  the  Wholesale 
eipito)  .ls  only  transferable,  while  societies’ 
bon  jl,.  S argely  withdrawable.  The  eondi- 
Wo,ulcl  ^ created  would  be  detri- 
«kt4inin™®  movement  so  far  as  the 
® ot  •resli  capital  is  concerned. 


°°  Publ^b1faln  1 ,have  to  congratulate  you 
Month’s  V’S-iS.ucil  a fine  magazine  as  this 
«•*»* 


The  murder  of  Sir  Henry  Wilson  last-  week 
was  a crime  which  shocked  all  light-thinking 
people  in  this  country  and  in  Ireland.  The 
motive  which  inspired  the  crime  will  no  doubt 
be  established  in  the  courts  in  due  course. 
I shall  wait  that  revelation  with  something 
more  than  curiosity,  for  I confess  there  is 
no  motive  which  I can  conceive  which  would 
warrant  an  act  such  as  that  described  in  the 
daily  newspapers. 

\\  hatever  disclosures  there  may  bo  to  come, 
the  Home  Secretary’s  speech  in  Parliament  on 
Monday  night  changed  the  first  impressions 
of  most  people. 

That  night’s  debate  on  the  subject  left  us  still 
without  information  as  to  the  motive;  but 
tho  association  of  events  still  leads  most  people 
to  connect  the  outrage  with  the  vendetta  which 
has  been  going  on  for  some  time  in  Ireland, 
and  has  given  encouragement  to  those  Die- 
hards  in  Parliament  and  to  the  extremists  in 
Ireland  who  arc  out  to  wreck  all  attempts  to 
establish  unity  in  Ireland  and  peace  between 
that  country  and  this. 

There  is  no  community  on  earth  in  which 
people  all  think  alike  on  all  subjects  ; but 
Irishmen  who  think  seriously  about  politics 
or  religion — and  that  is  the  great  mass  of  them 

know  what  murder  is.  -The  present  orgy 
pursues  a vicious  circle  of  murder  and  reprisal, 
and  the  end  will  never  be  reached  if  one  side 
waits  for  the  other  to  confess  to  having  begun 
it.  One  murder  cannot  be  remedied  by 
another.  One  side  cannot  compel  the  other 
to  stop  ; but  either  side  can  compel  those  to 
stop  who  are  under  its  own  jurisdiction  and 
who,  however  fraudcntly,  fly  its  colours. 

It  is  up  to  both  Governments  to  take  steps 
to  protect  tho  civil  rights  of  all  Under  their 
jurisdiction,  and  to  stamp  out  those  whom  our 
co-operative  contemporary,  “ The  Irish  Home- 
stead, t describes  as  “ village  ruffians  posing  as 
heroes  of  the  late  war  . . . who  loot  and 

steal  and  shoot  in  tho  name  of  Ireland.” 
Neither  Government  is  entitled  to  wait  for 
the  other  to  move  first.  The  gunmen  may 
laugh  at  the  law  ; but  public  opinion  is  not 
without  influence  in  both  parts  of-  Ireland  ; 
and  a public  opinion  which  could  put  an  end 
to  land  grabbing  in  the  old  days  could,  we 
feel  certain,  put  an  end  to  the  present  bar- 
barism. 

The  German  Outrage. 

A writer  in  “ Sunday  Illustrated  ” this  week 
ridiculed  the  notion  that  either  Sinn  Feiners 
or  Unionists  are  concerned  in  the  current 
outrages  in  Ireland,  and  attributed  the  whole 
of  the  present  disorder  there  to  an  Irish- 
American  anarchist  gang,  financed  by  Russia, 
whose  purpose  is  to  effect  <fven  yet  the  " world 
revolution.”  The  writer  is  probably  wrong; 
but  there  seems  little  doubt  that  the  tendency 
towards  revolution  is  again  showing  itself. 


For  some  weeks  there  have  been  whisperings 
of  a counter-revolution  in  Germany.  Attention 
has  been  called  in  the  press  to  the  fact  that 
Prince  Rupprecht,  the  heir  to  the  Bavarian 
throne — if  it  still  existed — has  been  accus- 
tomed to  take  the  salute  of  the  military  clad 
in  military  uniform.  Considerable  prominence 
has  been  given  to  the  affairs  of  the  Kaiser. 
These  two  considerations  were  held  by  some 
observers  to  mean  that  a monarchist  coup  was 
in  contemplation  in  Prussia,  Bavaria,  and  other 
German  States.  In  the  beginning  of  last  week 
the  correspondent  of  one  British  paper  named 
June  28lh  or  29th  as  the  probable  date  of  the 
attempt.  Some  colour  has  been  given  to  the 
prediction  by  the  murder  of  Dr.  Rathcnau,  the 
German  Foreign  Minister,  in  circumstances 
no  less  shocking  than  those  in  which  Sir  Henry 
Wilson  fell. 

A- good  many  political  murders  have  taken 
Place  in  the  course  of  time.  We  do  not  mean 
shooting  fatalities  that  have  taken  place  in 
open  conflict  between  troops  and  civilians, 
or  even  between  rival  mobs,  but  isolated  cases 
—such  as  the  murders  of  Wilson,  Rathcnau, 
Lrzbcrgcr,  and  Jaurds — where  the  victim 
appeared  to  have  been  watched  for  and  killed 
without  a chance  to  defend  himself. 

For  that  kind  of  crime  there  is  no  excuse, 
nor  is  there  even  plausible  explanation.  No 
. advantage  has  been  gained  by  those  who 
perpetrated  the  crime ; no  public  purpose 
has  been  served,  and  no  private  purposo  cither. 
Europe  was.  tolerably  free  of  such  crime  for 
a long  time  ; but  '*  the  devil  always  finds 
work  for  idle  hands,”  and  the  wave  of  reckless 
crime  cannot  be  dissociated  from  the  con- 
ditions that  prevail  throughout  Europe  gene- 
rally. A great  widespread  disorganisation  in 
national  governments  is  the  richest  food  for 
general  disorder,  and  savage  instincts  are  only 
kept  in  check  by  well-ordered  government,  by 
regularity  of  habit  and  by  education  which 
gradually  overcomes  the  instincts  of  the  wild. 
Well-ordered  government  cannot  be  established 
till  governments  earn  the  respect  of  their  own 
citizens  or  until  the  citizens  replace  these 
governments  by  others  that  they  will  respect. 
It  is  for  the  governments  of  Europe  to  act  so 
that  they  may  command  respect  and  for  tho 
people  to  see  that  they  so  act  ; and  that  advice 
should  be  commended  to  the  Governments  of 
Northern  Ireland,  the  Irish  Free  State,  and 
Great  Britain,  if  the  people  of  these  islands  are 
'to  contribute  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
Europe.  Good  government  does  not  mean 
simply  keeping  the  munitions  stocks  up  to  date 
and  the  prison  doors  well  oiled.  It  means 
regulating  the  conditions  which  govern  the 
whole  social  system  so  that  civilised  life  will 
be  spared  tho  disorder,  the  chaos,  and  the 
temptations  which  encourage  turbulent  spirits 
to  run  wild.  No  government  in  the  world 
can  divest  itself  of  these  responsibilities. 


PURE  MILK;  BILL. 

LORD  ONSLOW  RECEIVES  A 
CO-OPERATIVE  DEPUTATION. 

On  Wednesday  last  week.  Lord  Onslow 
received  a deputation  from  the  co-operative 
movement  respecting  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915.  There  were 
present  Messrs.  G.  Riddle,  W.  H.  Watkins, 
and  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary).  Joint 
Parliamentary  Committee ; Air.  W G 
Tarbet  (C.W.S.),  and  Mr.  L.  Pattfcon 
(National  Co-operative  Milk  Consumers’ 
Federation).  The  proceedings  were  private. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Alexander  in- 
troduced the  deputation.  Mr.  Watkins 
stated  the  ease,  emphasising  the  point  that 
co-operators  felt  very  strongly  tne  neces- 
sity of  «ecuring  a pure  and  clean  milk 
supply  for  the  consumers.  The  provisions 
of  the  JVfiJk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915,  would  in  a great  measure  achieve 
this  object.  The  Government,  it  was 
understood,  proposed  to  suspend  the 
operations  of  the  Act,  and  intended  intro- 
ducing a Bill  which  would  whittle  down 
the  provisions  of  the  original  Act.  In" 
support  of  his  ease  lie  submitted  the  reso- 
lution unanimously  pased  at  the  Brighton 
Congress.  The  deputation  went  through 
the  various  clauses  in  the  Bill,  pointing 
out  the  objection  which  had  been  raised. 

Lord  Onslow-  was  thanked  at  the  dose, 
and  in  response  intimated  his  willingness 
to  consider  any  representations  from  the 
co-operative  movement  in  connection  with 
the  Bill  or  the  drafting  of  statutory 
orders. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  have  given 
full  consideration  to  the  Government  pro- 
posals, and  intend  submitting  amendments 
when  the  Bill  reaches  the  Committee 
stages. 


Ealing  Gazette  ” published  what  Mrs. 
Malaprop  would  have  regarded  as  " a beautiful 
derangement  of  epitaphs  ” in  the  following 
choice  tit-bit  of  news  : — 

Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  of  Brentham,  Pailia- 
mentary  Secretary  of  - the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society,  who  some  time  ago 
unsuccessfully  contested  Southport,  has 
been  invited  to  contest  East  Nottingham 
06  a Co-operative  candidate. 


£1,000  DAMAGES. 

BANBURY  SOCIETY  AND  ITS 
OFFICIALS  LIBELLED. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Jackson,  of  Britnnnia-rond, 
Banbury,  published  in  tbe  “ Banbury 
Guardian  ” on  January  19tb,  1922,  a letter 
libelling  the  Banbury  Co-operative  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd.  and  Messrs.  H.  J.  Cooke 
and  W.  H.  Lickorish,  the  manager  and 
secretary  respectively. 

Mr.  Jackson  also  publicly  repeated  the 
libel  stating  that  he  was  prepared  to  stand 
by  every  word-  he  had  written  in  the  letter. 
Writs  were  issued  for  .libel  and  slander, 
and  the  actions  were  consolidated  by  the 
order  of  Master  C'hitty  on  February  8th 
last. 

The  Court  ordered  that  the  damages 
should  be  assessed  by  one  of  the  Masters 
-of  the  High  Court,  and  this  was  done  on 
Monday,  June  -19th,  and  the  society  were 
awarded  £1,000  damages  and  costs.' 

Sir  Hugh  Fraser.  LL.D..  instructed  by 
Messrs.^  Fairfax  and  Barfield,  appeared  for 
the  society. 


CORPORATION  PROFITS 
TAX. 

ITS  APPLICATION  TO  OUR  SOCIETIES 

WHERE  THE  GOVERNMENT 

STANDS. 

[By  Our  Parliamentary  Correspondent. J 

Ln  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday 
week  Colonel  Newman,  a Coalition 
Member,  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  was  aware  that  on  or 
about  July  30th  of  hist  year  the  Secretary 
to  the  treasury  gave  an  interview  to  a 
deputation,  representing  the  trading  com- 
munity ot  the  country,  and  promised  that, 
m the  event  of  the  Corporation  Profits 
lax  being  continued  iu  this  year’s  Finance 
Bill  he  would  cause  the  co-operative 
trading  societies  to  be  again  made  liable 
to  the  tax;  and  will  lie  say  what  steps  he 
intends  to  take  to  fulfil  his  underbaking 
Sir  John  Baird:  l am  afraid  my  lion, 

and  gallant  friend  lias  been  misinformed. 
As  he  will  remember,  the  question  of  the 
liability  of  co-operative  societies  to  tin 
Corporation  Profits  Tax  was  fully  dis- 
cussed in  connection  with  the  Finance  Bill 
of  last  year,  and  no  undertaking  lias  been 
given  to  introduce  legislation  to  modify 
the  existing  statutory  basis  (if  liability  laitl 
down  as.  a result  of  that  discussion. 


PRINTING  TRADE  DISPUTE. 


THE  N.C.P.S.  AND  ITS  STAFF. 


Negotiations  initiated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  last  week  averted  a stoppage  of  work 
in  the  printing  trade  on  Saturday. 

Tbe  employers  demanded  a reduction  of 
15s.  per  week  in  wages  to  be  effected  by  in- 
stalments between  now  and  January  next. 
The  Typographical  Association  declared  that 
no  reduction  was  justified,  but  they  offered 
last  week  to  consider  a reduction  of  7s.  6d. 
per  week. 

Representatives  of  the  board  of  the  National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Soceity  Ltd.  inter- 
viewed the  Manchester  officials  of  the  T.A. 
last  week  and  gave  them  an  undertaking  that 
the  wages  of  the  printing  staff  would  remain 
as  they  are  for  the  remainder  of  the  present 
year. 

The  question  of  wages  as  between  other 
employers  ahd  their  printers  is  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Industrial  Court  on  July  4th. 


PENSIONS  FROM  DIVIDENDS. 

Professor  Hall  conducted  a very  suc- 
cessful week-end  school  at  Tickford  Abbey, 
Newport  Pagnell,  Bucks.,  in  connection 
with  the  Beds,  nud  Bucks.  District.  Tho 
abbey  is  most  delightfully  situated.  The 
River  Ouse  run’s  through  the  park,  and  a 
boat  W06  placed  at  the  free  disposal  of  the 
students,  as  well  as  billiards  and  bowls. 
Speaking  on  “Dividends,”  Professor  Hall 
made  the  interesting  announcement  that 
his  department  was  working  on  a scheme 
f°r  the  collective  use  of  a proportion  of  tho 
cl i v i in  providing  pensions  for  mem- 

bers when  they  reach  the  age  of  oixty. 
There  had  already  been  interviews  with 
the  C.I.S.  on  actuarial  matters  and  when 
tho  scheme  was  ready  it  would  be  laid 
before  the  movement  through  (ho  cus- 
tomary channels  'for  discussion. 


NEW  DIRECTOR  F0T 

THE  C.W.S. 


MR.  J.  BRADSHAW  ELECTED. 

The  vacancy  on 
C.W.S.  beard  caused 
by  tbe  death  of  Mr. 
Woodhouse  (Derby) 
has  been  filled  by 
the.  election  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Bradshaw, 
the  nominee  of  the 
Prestwick  Society. 

The  retiring  can- 
didates for  the  Man- 
chester district  wore 
Messrs.  G.  Thorpe 
and  W.  Lander,  and 
they  have  been  re- 
elected ; societies 
have  given  Mr. 

Jos.  Bradshaw.  Thorpe  3,309  votes, 
and  Mr.  Lander 
3,142.  The  number  of  votes  recorded  for 
Mr.  Bradshaw  is  857.  The  highest  of  the 
unsuccessful  candidates  is  Mr.  E.  Wliitelcy 

Manchester  and  Salford),  who  has  received 
049  voioA  Mr.' Bradshaw  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  tbe  youngest  member  of  the 
boa  rd . 

Air.  J.  W.  King  has  been  re-elected  for  tho 
Newcastle  district  with  3,048  votes.  Mr. 
G.  Riddle  (Carlisle),  with  217  votes,  is  tho 
first  of  the.  unsuccessful  candidate*. 

The  retiring  director  in  tbe  London  dis- 
trict was  Mr.  T.  G.  Arnold,  and  lie  has  been 
returned  to  the  board  with  2,733  votes.  The 
highest  of  the  unsuccessful  candidates  is  Mr. 
G.  A.  Ramsay  (Rudatoek)  with  702  votes. 


BORN  FROM  A STRIKE 

In  the  Wallscnd  labour  dispute  which  h*m 
now  run  for  many  months  a new  phase  de- 
veloped last  week  when  the  sympathisers  of 
the  employees  who  arc  on  strike  decided  to 
start  a new  society.  A provisional  committee 
was  elected  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
H.  B.  Wilson  (who  resigned  from  the  presidency 
of  Wallsend  Society  last  yean.  Apparently 
the  new  society  is  to  be  formed  on  tbe  lines  of 
the  new  store  started  at  Bishop  Auckland  ; 
indeed,  it  was  reported  that  the  committee 
of  trade  unionist*  who  have  been  carrying 
on  a campaign  in  favour  of  the  employees  on 
strike  visited  Bishop  Auckland  to  investigate. 
The  voting  of  the  members  of  Wallscnd  Society 
at  the  six  quarterly  and  fttfecial  meetings  in 
regard  to  tbe  recognition  of  tbe  N.U.D.A.W. 
was  as  follows  For  recognition,  121  ; against 
454. 

” S.  W.  Co-operator.” — The  landlord  is 

not  responsible  for  the  damage  unfits  Ik-  had 
previous  notice  that  the  cords  were  defec- 
tive. If  he  had  previous  notio?  and  refused 
to  repair  the  damage  he  will  he  liable  for 
any  injury  or  damage  which  arisen  from,  bis 
default,  and  complaint  should  be  made  to 
the  sanitary  inspect or.  We  *aiuiGt  under- 
take to  answer  such  queries. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS 
THINK. 

[To  tiib  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

A Tragedy  I 

Sir, — It  was.  in  my  opinion,  a tragedy 
when,  at  the  end  cf  the  Brighton  Congress, 
the  very  important"  paper  written  by  Mr. 
G.  Riddle  (secretary  of  Carlisle  Society) 
received  such  scant  courtesy  as  about 
twenty  minutes'  consideration.  Having 
listened  very  carefully  to  what  delegate© 
said  I left  Congress  under  a gloom.  Not 
one  of  the  speakers  touched  upon  tlie  rock 
upon  which  our  movement  must  rest,  viz., 
efficiency.  Why  was  tin's?  Were  those 
who  spoke  members  who  had  theory  and 
not  that  costly  but  golden  element — 
experience — to  guide  them?  They  could 
talk  about  a redemption  fund  and  trade 
and  business  council,  but  these  will  be  the 
effects  and  not  the  cause.  The  cause  to  pro- 
duce these,  and  I hope  many  more  effec  ts,  is 
efficiency.  We  nave  the  lesson  of  the  great 
loss  of  the  C.AV.S.  and  others,  yet  the 
cause  is  passed  over.  Take  this  short 
extract  from  Mr.  Biddle’s  paper,  para- 
graph 3:  “ We  have  to  lace  the  stern  fact 
that  unless  our  finance  is  sound  our  ideals 
will  remain  a dream,  and  our  hopes  will 
bo  unrealised.”  The  meaning  of  this  is 
clear.  By  efficiency  we  can  succeed  in 
reaching  our  ideal— a Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth— but  otherwise  a bad  dream 
and  withered  hope.  Yet,  twenty  minutes’ 
discussion  cf  tin's  great  problem  ! 1 have 

no  doubt  many  of  the  1,600  delegates  will 
say  with  me — tragedy! — Yours,  &c.,  • 

June' 19  th.  “ Work.” 

Co-oporators,  or  Politicians? 

Sir. — It  was  with  surprise  that  I noticed 
in  your  columns  a letter  headed,  as  above, 
which  appears  to  be  but  a personal  attack 
on  me,  and  which  is  intended  to  reflect  on 
my  standing  as  a co-operator.  This  is  not 
Lh'e  first  time  that  persons  connected  with 
the  particular  party  for  which  Mr.  Parker 
is  the  agent,  have  tried  by  insinuation 
and  innuendo  to  spread  reports,  which 
Lave  been  proved  in  their  presence  to  be 
absolutely  without  substance  or  fact,  and 
I desire  to  make,  one  or  two  comments  on 
the  letter  appearing  in  your  columns  of 
the  17th  insl. 

First,  considering  that  Mr.  Parker  is 
quite  a stranger  to  me,  I should  like  to 
know  who  supplied  him  with  the  informa- 
tion upon  whu&  lie  has  made  his  remarks. 

Secondly,  the  election  took  place  on 
April  1st.  Why  should  it  be  necessary  to 
write  .congratulations  nearly  three  months 
later? 

Thirdly,  was  Air.  Parker  supplied  with 
the  whole  of  the  facts  in  respect  to  the 
election?  If  so,  why  did  he  not  state 
them  iu  his  letter?  The  letter  reads  as 
if  I was  the  only  opponent.  In  the  par- 
ticular ward  for  which  the  election  took 
place  there  were  two  vacancies,  for  which 
three  persons  were  nominated,  the  one 
who  Leaded  the  poll,  and  who  is  not  a 
member  of  the  society,  receiving  consider- 
ably over  200  votes  more  than  Mr.  Booth. 

Fourthly,  it  was  not  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Booth's  election  address  nor  on  any  Of  his 
cards  that  he  was  standing  as  a Labour 
candidate  or  a -co-operator.  It  cannot, 
therefore,  be  regarded  -as  a Labour  or  Co- 
operative victory. 

With  respect  to  his  remarks  re  the 
reward  r.f  loyal  co-operators,  I do  not  feel 
disposed  to  discuss  this  with  either  "Mr. 
Parker  or  anyone  else.  That  Ires  6olelv 
between  the  society  and  the  members.  As 
far  as  I am  concerned,  lie  is  at  liberty  to 
inquire  of  the  society  here,  or  of  the  one 
with  which  I was  formerly  associated. — 
Yours,  &c„ 

William  A.  Hobbs. 

Sandbneli,  June  19th. 

The  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

Sin  - I wish  to  emphasise  the  views  put 
forth  by  Air.  J.  Harrison  (Stockton-on- 
Tees)  headed,  “ The  Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth.” and  sincerely  hope  others 
will  have  the  pluck  to  follow  his  example, 
and  that  you,  sir,  will  afford  space  to  this 
aspect  of  the  situation.  Let  us  be  true  to 
our  principles  as  laid  down  by  the  Roch- 
dale Pioneers.  There  is  plenty  to  be  done 
iu  that  direction  without  side-issues. — 
Yours,  Arc., 

Thomas  Wo f.sten croft. 

16,  Cathler-road,  Balharn  Hill, 

London,  S.W.12. 

Sir. — While  not  entirely  agreeing  with 
Air.  J.  Harrison  (Stockton)  re  idealists 
hindering,  1 certainly  do  agree  with  him 
where  the  trading  movement  is  concerned. 
Unionism  politics  and  conquering  the 
world  are  not  to  be  thought  of  in.  the  same 
breath.  Let  the  member'’  trade  bolster 
tip  the  business;  urge  on  their  woineu-folk 
the  necessity  of  go  cluing;  interest  them  in 
the  buying,  and  in  the  control.  If  other 
strong  meat  is  f?It  to  be  wanting,  let  the 
men  engage  through  guild  movements ; 
their  indirect  influence  would  suffice! 
London  working-men  want  the  fillip  of 
such  congresses  as  Brighton  or  Ports- 
mouth. Let  them  have  one  good  meeting 
in  stub  a hall  as  the  Central  Hall.  West” 
minuter,  well  advertised,  and  attended  by 
co-operative  buyers,  a resolution  put. 
endorsed,  and.  most  of  all.  carried  through 
with  never  a compromise ; then  matters 
will  hum  and  workers  will  be  on  the  road 
in  a commercial  sense,  with  a probability 
of  being  fit  to  govern  by  A.D.  2.000  (or 
earlier). — Yours,  At., 

G.  H.  F. 

Netting  Hill,  London. 


SETTLING  DOWN  FOR  A BIG  SCORE 


NATIONAL  PUBLISHING  SOCIETY'S  AIM. 


“TO  MEET  FULLY  THE  DEMAND  FOR  NEWS  AND 
LITERATURE.” 


SHAREHOLDERS'  MEETING. 


ECHO  OF  A BRIGHTON  CONGRESS  DISCUSSION. 


Before  recording  what  took  place  at  the 
half-yearly  meeting  of  the  National  Pub- 
lishing Society,  held  in  Manchester  oil 
'Saturday,  it  would  just  he. as  well  to  recall 
the  decision  of  the  Brighton  Congress  ie- 
garding  a daily  newspaper.  The  issue  was 
raised  on  a resolution  and  an  amendment, 
and  in  the  end  Congress  decided  that  a 
daily  newspaper  was  a necessity  fer  tho 
co-operative  movement,  and  affirmed  its 
belief  that  the  N.C.P.S.  was  the  proper 
body  to  entrust  with  this  work. 

More  Necessary  Than  Ever. 

That  decision  of  Congress  is  a fitting  pre- 
amble to  the  appeal  which  the  directors  of 
the  N.C.P.S.,  iu  the  report  adopted  at 
Saturday’s  meeting,  make  for  increased 
circulations  for  the  various  publications 
issued  in  Manchester  and  Glasgow. 

Each  publication  (the  directors  state) 
is  necessary  to  the  progress  of  the  move- 
ment j and  more  necessary  than  ever 
when  tho  need  for  cc-operation  is  so 
clamant  as  it  is  to-day. 

The  circulation  question  was  taken  up 
by  quite  a number  of  tho  delegates,  and 
no  doubt  the  various  suggestions  for  bring- 
ing about  an  improvement  will  be  carefully 
considered  by  the  directors  and  officials 
concerned. 

Air.  Sutton,  whose  society  (Beswiclc) 
never  tires  of  pushing  the  circulation  of 
the  N.C.P.S,  publications,  suggested  that 
delegates  should  step  talking  about  this  . 
matter  at  these  meetings,  that  actions 
spoke  louder  than  words,  and  that  they 
should  set  about  this  business  in  a 
missionary-like  spirit  at  home. 

They  at  Beswick  disposed  of  sixteen 
hundred  copies  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News”  weekly  by  selling  them; 
and  wliat  they  did,  it  was  not  impossible 
for  other  societies  to  do. 

On  the  question  of  a daily  newspaper 
Air.  Sutton  was  equally  emphatic,  saying 
that  they  should  cease  talking  about  this 
question  “ until  the  people  themselves 
showed  a disposition  to  want  a daily  news- 
paper.” 

Mr.  Robinson  (Bury)  described  the 
efforts  he  had  made  to  increase  the  circula- 
tion of  the  N.C.P.S.  publications  at  Bury. 
He  had  taken  the  matter  up  with  the  edu- 
cational committee,  the  local  branch  of  the 
Women’s  Guild,  and  the  members  generally, 
but,  “ unfortunately,  one  can’t  get  a move 
on."  Perhaps  if  the  directors  appointed 
one  or  two  men  to  organise  the  distribution 
of  the  papers  amongst  the  members  of 
societies  an  improvement  might  be  effected. 

They  could  not  lay  the  blame  for  the 
low  circulation  on  tho  ” Co-operative 
News  ” itself,  for  the  matter  in  it  was 
exceptional.  He  was  quite  prepared 
himself  to  pay  2d.  a copy  for  it. 

Mr.  Reed  (Manchester  and  Salford)  con- 
gratulated the  editor  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” on  securing  Emil  Davies  as  a con- 
tributor. / 

Mr.  *Gill  (York)  also  offered  congratula- 
tions. saving,  so  far  as  the  11  Co-operative 
News”  and  the  general  publications  of  the 
society  were  concerned,  they  had'  nothing 
but  praise  for  them,  and  the  work  they 
were  doing. 

Echo  of  Brighton. 

Before  Landing  thin  bouquet  to  the 
directors  and’  officials.  Air.  Gill  ventured 
to  protest  against  the  attitude  taken  up 
by  tlie  society  on  the  question  of  a daily 
newspaper  at  tlie  Brighton  Congress,  say- 
ing that  it  had  been  the  means,  for  the 
time  being,  of  preventing  the- co-operative 
movement  from  having  a say  in  a daily 
newspaper  which  was  already  in  existence. 
He  felt  inclined  to  condemn  the  action  of 
the  directors,  but  decided  to  wait  an 
explanation. 

Air.  Reed  also  ^sought  a’ statement  from 
the  platform  on  this  matter,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  directors  would  be  well 
advised  iu  coming  to  terms  with  the  news- 
paper mentioned  and  joining  with  them  in 
their  project. 

Mr.  Sutton,  on  tlie  same  point,  expressed 
the  view  that  the  directors  took  the  wrong 
line  at  Brighton.  Proceeding,  be  stated 
that  one  of  the  difficulties  in  building  up 
a paper  like  the  ” Co-operative  News  ” 
was  this;  the  minute  you  publish  one 
article  they  don’t  agree  with,  readers  leave 
you  and  buy  the  " Dispatch  " or  " Tit- 
Bits."  Uut>h  the  people  wore  conscious 
of  the  fact  that  the  press  teas  n powerful 
factor,  and  could  determine  some  of  the 
conditions  under  which  they  lived,  it  was 
no  nee  talking  about  daily  newspapers  at 
those  meetings. 

If  the  co-operators  of  the  country 
wanted  a daily  newspaper  they  could 
have  one.  but  they  had  no  right  to  ask 
members  to  subsidise  a paper  for  the 
benefit  of  a few. 

The  press  was  a replica  of  the  mitfds  of 
the  people  to-day. 

Tlie  Chair/Uan  (Mr.  G.  Brcwnbili)  slated 


that  he  had  never  said  a single  word,  not 
even  by  implication,  in  condemnation  of 
the  outside  newspaper  to  which  reference 
had  been  made.  The  co-operative  move- 
ment was  never  consulted  in  regard  to  the 
desirability  of  such  a paper.  He  would  go 
further  and  say  that  the  trade  union  move- 
ment was  in  the  e;v:no  position.  They  did 
not  cast  any  reflection  upon  the  value  and 
worth  of  that  paper,  but  their  position  was 
this:  that  the  co-operative  movement  was 
big  enough  to  have  a daily  newspaper  of 
its  own,  and  they  relied  upon  the  support 
of  tlie  movement  to  achieve  their  own  ends. 
Meantime,  they  intended  to  go  on  develop- 
ing their  wGekly  newspaper. 

As  to  what  happened  at  Brighton, 

I think  the  decision  of  Congress,  sup- 
ported by  an  overwhelming  vote,  has 
indisputably  justified  tho  action  we  took 
on  that  occasion. 

Directors'  Report. 

The  report  of  the  directors  stated  that 
“ the  business  results  of  tlie  half-year  are, 
on  the  whole,  satisfactory.”  P noli  cat  i6  ns 
had  been  reduced  in  price  to  societies, 
thereby  producing  a decreased  revenue 
from  sales.  Increased  expenditure  had 
been  caused  by  depreciation  and  insurance 
upon  our  additional  -plant;  and  having 
met  these  charges,  besides  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditure  occasioned  by  the  jubilee 
celebration,  the  souvenir  history,  and  the 
special  jubilee  supplement,  tlie  accounts 
showed  a profit  of  £178  3s.  7d.  for  tho 
half-year. 

All  the  publications  issued  by  tlie  society 
were  growing  in  usefulness  to  the  move- 
ment, but  there  were  more  publications 
necessary. 

Our.  aim  (the  directors  stale)  is  to 

cater  so  fully  for  the  general  demand  for 
news  and  literature  that  it  will  be  un- 
necessary for  tho  co-operator  to  buy  any 
newspaper  or  magazine  that  is  not  a co- 
operative production.  In  that  aim  we 
press  for  the  support  of  the  whole  move- 
ment, and  particularly  of  our  share- 
holders. 

Probationary  Period  Ended. 

Another  interesting  fact  brought  out  in 
the  report  is  this:  The  amalgamation  be- 
tween the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society 
and  tjie  “ Scottish  Co-operator  ” News- 
paper Society  has  passed  through  the  two 
years’  probationary  period  and  takes  full 
legal  effect  from  June  in  tin's  year.  That 
opens  up  a wider  and,  the  directors  hope,  a 
brighter  prospect  for  the  co-operative 
press. 

The  Chairman,  in  submitting  the  report, 
referred  to  the  lamentable  death  of  their 
old  editor-in-dhief  (Air.  W.  M.  Bam  ford), 
and  said  the  whole  movement  was  to  be 
congratulated  on  securing  Air.  James  A. 
Flanagan— a distinguished  journalist  with 
a distinguished  history — as  liis  successor. 

So  far  a6  a daily  newspaper  was  con- 
cerned, he  said  that  would  depend,  not 
upon  the  N.C.P.S.,  not  upon  its  directors, 
but  upon  the  movement  itself.  They  were 
providing  the  mechanical  equipment  and 
the  organisation ; and  they  were  seeking 
to  establish  machinery  in  the  way  of 
advisory  councils  in  the  sectional  areus  of 
the  Co-operative  Union,  all  of  which  would 
help  them  to  realise  this  very  reasonable 
and  necessary  expectation  as  soon  as  tlie 
movement  was  ready  for  a daily  newspaper. 

Elections,  Grants,  and  New  Members. 

The  results  of  the  elections  (which  hqve 
already  been  published)  were  announced ; 
the  sum  of  fifty  guineas  was  voted  to  the 
Maxwell  Testimonial  Fund;  and  the  action 
of  the  directors  in  voting  twenty  guineas 
to^the  Deaii«  Testimonial  Fund  was  con- 
firmed. 

The  Women's  Guild.  New  Swindon 
Society,  and  the  Warrington  branch  of  tlie 
Men’s  Guild  were  also  admitted  into  mem- 
bership. 

There  was  a full  attendance  of  tlie  board 
(English  Section),  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Neilson 
(Scottish  Section).  Others  present  in- 
cluded Alessrs.  AY.  Bamforth  (auditor),  It. 
Rowbotham  (secretary  and  manager),  and 
James  A.  Flanagan  (editor-in-chief). 


"C.W.S.  AND  NON-UNION  LABOUR. 

The  Stoivraarkc-t  Co -operative  Society  have 
written  to  the  C.W.S.  committee  as  follows : — 

""The  committee  of  this  Society  are  of 
opinion  that  the  policy  of  the  C.W.S.  in  em- 
ploying non-union  labour  is  alienating  trade 
union  sympathy  and  support,  and  it  is  desirable 
that  this  spirit  should  be  arrested  Ijefore  it 
develops  into  definite  opposition  to  G'-AV-S. 
productions. 

“C.AY.S.  employees  should  produce  evi- 
dence of  continued  membership  of  a trade 
union  since  January  1st.  1921.  the  date  by 
which  they  were  requested  by  the  C.W.J5 
directors  to  join  a trade  union.” 
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INDIRECT  TAXATION 
BURDENS. 

FIGHT  FOR  LOWER  TEA  TAXES. 

[By  Our  Parliamkn tary  Courrsi'Onufnt.] 

A big  hatch  of  amendments  came  np  f„r 
consideration  when'  the  Finance  Bill  \.;M 
considered  in  Committeo  at  the  lions,.  „f 
Commons  last  wees!  Many  of  those  » 
framed  in  the  interests  of  tlie  pour  <||V 
tressed  super-taxpayers.  Tho  proposal* 
included  an  amendment  in  tho  name  ot 
half-a-dozen  Tories,  having  for  its  object 
the  repeal  of  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax, 

Tlie  opening  of  the  debate  revived  memo- 
ries of  the  struggle  in  the  early  nineties, 
when  .Mr.  Chamberlain  was  seeking  t„ 
establish  a system  of  tariff  reform,  which 
was  decisively  defeated  in  the  Goiu-imI 
Election  ol  15)06.  Once  more  the  pros  am| 
coils  of  colonial  preference  were  hoard.  ,\ 
email  band  of  Liberal  Free  Traders  sought 
to  secure  tho  abolition  of  preferential 
treatment,  but  their  plucky  fight  was  it, ■ 
vain. 

There  was  a long  discussion  on  the  Ten 
Duties,  brought  about  by  a proposal  tlint 
the  tax  on  ten  should  be  further  reduced 
from  8d.  to  6d.  This  was  supported  by 
Air.  A.  E.  AVaterson,  who  stated  that  they 
were  asking  for  a reduction  of  the  tax  in 
order  to  get  -back  to  something  like  nor- 
mality. The  appeal  of  Mr.  AVaterson, 
supported  by  others  on  tho  Opposition 
benches,  fell  on  deaf  pars,  (for  the  amend- 
ment was  defeated  by  225  votes  against  M. 
A large  proportion  of  tho  members  flocked 
in  to  vote  without  having  heard  the  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Neal  Maclean  sought  to  make  n 
clean  sweep  of  the  Ten  Duties;  he  moved 
the  omission  of  the  clause  imposing  tlieso 
duties. 

Vigorous  speeches  followed  from  Messrs. 
Morgan  Jones,  Jack  Alills,  and  A.  L. 
AVaterson.  On  the  division  the  amend- 
ment was  defeated  by  195  votes  against 
73.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  nkfi 
made  by  Air.  Alai-lean  to  secure  the  nlioli- 
tiott  cf  the  duties  on  coffee  and  cocoa. 

It  is  essential  and  important  that  every 
co-operator  should  bring  pressure  to  bear 
on  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  his  dis- 
trict to  secure  n reduction  in  taxation, 
There  will  be  another  opportunity  to  pre-* 
for  this  reduction  on  tho  final  reading  of 
the  Finance  Bill. 


WHAT  WILL  SUIT  THE  C.W.S. 

BUCKFASTLEIGH  MILLS  WANT  MORE 
TRADE. 


Mr.  J.  Brown  (president  of  BuckUM- 
leigh  Society),  in  welcoming  the  delegate-  fd 
the  Devon  district  conference,  held  at  Buck- 
fa-stleigh  on  Saturday,  said  tlie  fact  that  I lie 
C.AV.S.  had  become  tho  owners  of-  the  local 
woollen  mills  brought  home  the  idea  that 
the  production  was  being  carried  out  by 
their  own  people  with  their  own  mom  \ 

The  delegates  after  the  conference  were 
shown  over  th©  woollen  and  fell-nimig<  ry 
works  recently  purchased  by  the  C.AV.S. 

Air.  Ridgwav  (the  manager),  who  wel- 
comed the  delegates,  asked  for  assistance 
to  enable  the  mills  to  lie  kept  fully  em- 
ployed. Of  tlie  four  mills  owned  by  tho 
C.W.S. , two  were  practically  shut.  down, 
ami  that  at  Buckfustleigjj  would  be  in  a 
similar  condition  were  it  not  for  a Govern- 
ment cont  ract  vwhich  would  shortly  expii 
Half-a-injUibn  co-operators  purchasing  a -'ait 
length  a year  from  the  (LAV. 8.  would  I < |i 
ali  tho  mills  going  in  full  swing,  and  that 
should  not  be  ♦rapossible. 


NESTLE’S 

MILO  FOOD 

.‘H  (Perfect  3ood  for  G6ildren, 
Invalids,  and  Jfursing  dMotfiers. 

Most  of  the  patent  foods  on  the 
market  are  quite  unfit  for  a 
child’s  delicate  stomach,  which 
cannot  digest  starch  or  flour, 
except  in  small  quantities,  unless 
changed  into 
what  is  known 
as  maltose  and 
dextrin. 

This  change  hi) 
taken  place  in  th1! 
case  of  M IlifJ 
FOOD,  which  i > 
prepared  that  it  <**° 
tai  n s every  t h i ng  I bs* 
a young  chi  Id 
requiros.in  a form10 
which  ittfaubeeasily 
digested. 

I'fciTLE'S, 

6-S.  EASTCIIF.AP.  LONDON.  C-C.1- 
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A PROMISE  FULFILLED. 


MELTON  CONSTABLE’S  NEW 

BRANCH. 


exhibition  of  c.w.s 

PRODUCTIONS. 


'Three  years  ago  the  members  of  the  Mel- 
t0I1  Constable  Society  who  reside  in  Holt 
were  promised  that  as  soon  as  their  support 
merited  the  venture,  a branch  shop  would 
ht  opened  in  the  village.  That  promise  has 
toon  fulfilled,  and  a few  days  ago  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  shop  was  fittingly  celebrated. 
]n  addition  to  a tea  for  members  on  the 
opening  day,  there  was  a three  days’  exhi- 
bition of  co-operative  productions  in  the 
Co-operative  Hall  adjoining  the  new  branch. 

To  Mr.  C.  E.  Barrett  (president  of  the 
society)  fell  the  honour  of  declaring  the  new 
branch  open  for  business,  and  in  performing 
this  duty  he  referred  to  the  fulfilment  of 
tlx>  Melton  Constable  Society’s  promise. 
They  had  not  put  the  shop  in  a back  street, 
but  in  a main  thoroughfare'.  The  C.W.SL 
were  responsible  for  the  design  of  the  shop” 
and  the  fixtures,  and  thejvork  had  been 
tarried  out  by  local  labour,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  .Moreton  (C.W.S.), 


Congratulations. 

Mr.  Proctor  (president,  King’s  Lynn 
Society)  brought  greetings  and  congratula- 
tions.' He  remarked  that  the  Melton  Con- 
stable Society  had  had  many  ups  and  downs, 
but  it  was  a progressive  society,  and  he  was 
glad  to  see  such  a magnificent  new  branch 
provided  for  the  people  of  Holt. 

Messrs.  A.  King  (president,  .Great  Yar- 
mouth Society),  Johnson,  'J.P.  (secretory 
nnd  manager,  Fakenham  Society),  Childs 
(president,  Cromer  Society),  ltoberts  (Nor- 
wich Society),  and  Saunders  (manager, 
C.W.S.  brush  factory,  Wymondham)  also 
brought  congratulations. 

.Air.  Moreton  (C.W.S.  building  depart- 
ment) presented  to  Air.  Barrett  a gold 
watch,  suitably  inscribed,  as  a memento  of 
the  occasion. 

Air.  Barrett,  after  thanking  the  C.W.S. 
for  the  gift,  formally  declared  the  new 
branch  open,  and  asked  the  people  to  inspect 
the  interior,  and  to  do  as  lie  was  going  to 
do— that  was,  to  make  a purchase. 

The  exhibition  in  the  Co-operative  Hall, 
which  was  declared  open  by  Air.  W.  T. 
Charter  (C.W.S.  director),  reflected  credit 
on  Air.  G.  A.  Bloomfield  (secretory  and 
manager)  and  his  staff,  and  attracted  a 
great  deal  of  attention. 

Air.  Charter  informed  his  hearers  that  tbe 
C.W.S.  was  a great  democratic  institution, 
manufacturing  and  making  most  of  the 
things  they  sold.  The  exhibition  showed 
only  a part  of  those  articles.  Continuing, 
he  said  the  main  failure  of  working-class 
-organisation  was  the  lack  of  co-ordination 
and  a want  of  faith  in  each  other.  If  they 
would  only  co-operate  more  and  more,  there 
was  nothing  to  hinder  them  from  making 
oil  the  things  they  needed. 

At  a later  date',  Airs.  Cottrell  (C.W.S. 
director)  also  gave  an  inspiring  address  on 
the  advantages  to  lie  derived  from  being  a 
co-operator. 


NUNEATON’S  PRIZE  WINDOW. 


H_*  v‘  V0l'°nt  window-dressiug  competition 
Eaini'n"ne:ilton  Society  was  .successful  in 
confer  1,0  following  prizes: — First  for 
' l'°r-V  window,  second  for  drapery 
0^  and  second  for  tailoring  window. 
Picture  shows  the  drapery  window. 


jjhe  F°lhestone  Aren’s  Guild  had  an  eren- 
trip  through  tbe  coal-mining  dis- 
ft  East  Kent  on  Wednesday  of  last 


(*bor  • 

hj-nv;',,a  stop  was  made  for  refreshments), 
Tiie  l'’0,  HyHie,  Seabrook,  and  Folkestone. 

7'lc.ry  »U  the  way  was  excellent,  and 
*a«  v„>!!5"t,“reeze  blowing,  the  country  air 
tbaukfm  .^ftosbing-  The  Men’s  Guild  are 
L.  . tor  tile  sunnort  frnm  mam 


‘‘-'Lk  f r I f | -----to-  * *■- 

ler*  of  *i  °r«r  6 surP°rt  receiv ed  from  ntem- 
*Ii0  hot  omen  8 Guild\ind  their  friends 
Th^v  mcike  the  outing  a success 


to  arrs,n6®  for  th^  next  trip 


tL  o * ^‘ace  in  August,  during  the  stay  of 
Un‘ni*r  School  in  Folkestone. 


GENERAL  ELECTION 

PROSPECTS. 


MR.  WATERSONS  VIEWS. 


MEETING  OF  MID-NORTHANTS 
COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Thos.  Adams,  J.P.,  presided  over  the 
annual  gathering  of  the  Mid-Xorthants  Co- 
operative Council,  which  was  held  in  the 
Assembly  Room  of  the  Kettering  Clothing 
Society,  on  Saturday,  June  24th,  when  he.  was 
supported  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P., 
Councillor  H.  J.  Potter,  and  Mr.  H.  Taylor 
(joint  secretaries),  and  others.  The  meeting 
was  thoroughly  representative  of  the  division. 

Mr.  Potter  submitted  the  annual  report, 
which  showed  that  a laigc  amount  of  work 
had  been  accomplished.  No  less  than  ninety- 
two  meetings  had  been  held,  sixty-eight  of 
which  Mr.  Waterson  had  attended.  The 
Council  were  much  indebted  for  the  valuable 
services  rendered  by  a large  number  of  speakers, 
of  whom  the  following  were  specially  men- 
tioned : — The  Right  Hon.  A.  Henderson,  M.P., 
tbe  Right  Hon.  A.  Adamson,  M.P.,  Colonel 
J.  Wedgwood,  M.P.,  D.S.O.,  Air.  W.  It.  Smith, 
M.P.,  Mr.  Royse,  M.P.,  Captain  Hughes, 
Mr.  F.  C.  Alexander,  Mrs.  Dora  Taylor,  Airs. 
Ferguson,  &c.  The  report  also  referred  to  the 
value  of  “ Tho  Mid-NoiThants  Co-operative 
Commonwealth-”  for  propaganda  purposes — 
this  paper  had  been  regularly  issued  each  month 
since  August  last,  and  was  eagerly  looked 
forward  to  throughout  the  constituency. 

After  the  report*  had  been  discussed  and 
unanimously  adopted,  Mr.  W.  Cox  (Desborough) 
moved  a resolution  heartily  thanking  their 
member  (Air.  A.  E.  Waterson)  for  the  excellent 
and  untiring  services  which  he  had  rendered 
to  the  division. 

This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  Stokes  (Burton 
Latimer),  and  enthusiastically  approved. 


“ I Love  My  Work.” 

In  reply,  Air.  Waterson  said:  “I  love  my 
work,  and  I hope  to  spend  much  more  time 
in  tho  division  during  tho  next  six  months.” 
He  was  not  in  a position  to  bring  news  direct 
from  tho  horse’s  mouth,  but  he  personally 
believed  that  a general  election  could  not  be 
very  long  delayed.  In  considering  the  nation’s 
Budget,  members  had  just  been  called  upon  to 
take  part  in  two  all-night  sittings,  and  ho 
Relieved  that  after  a time  a surplus  would  be 
realised — iu  that  event  probably  a few  of  the 
taxes  would  be  reduced^  and  that  would  pro- 
bably appear  to  the  Government  to  be  a 
favourable  time  in  which  to  appeal  to  the 
country.  His  own  opinion  was  that  they 
might  look  forward  to  the  general  election 
taking  place  in  the  early  part  of  next  year. 

The  following  officers  and  committee  were 
appointed  for  the  ensuing  year : — President, 
Air.  T.  Adams,  J.P.  ; vice-president,  Air. 
W.  Cox;  honorary  joint  secretaries,  Atessrs. 
H.  J.  Potter  and  H.  Taylor ; executive  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  H.  Daniels,  A.  J.  Wood,  A.  J. 
Foulds,  T.  Watson,  L.  Law,  and  W.  Sumpter 
(Kettering) ; C.  Coe,  E.  Andrew,  and  Penn 
(Rothwell) ; Loveday  (Weldon) ; Parker 
(Pitsford).;  E.  J.  Stowe  (Corby) ; Woolley 
(Pytchley) ; J.  Hales  and  Fisher  (Desborough); 
C.  Stokes  (Burton  Latimer) ; AI.  Ponton  (Wal- 
gravc) ; W.  Snow  (East  Haddon) ; E.  Bull 
(Cottingham) ; J.  Cox  (Moulton) ; and  J.  T. 
Stokes.  In  addition,  the  women  representa- 
tives will, be  appointed  by  their  own  organisa- 
tions. 


C.W.S.  WORKER  S DEATH. 


A LOSS  TO;  BRISTOL 


The  staff  of  the  C.W.S.  Bristol  depot  have 
sustained  a great  loss  by  the  death  of  Air. 
John  Westlake  (foreman  of  the  grocery  packing 
department),  on  June  21st.  after  a short  illness. 

Entering  the  service  of  the  society  in  1889, 
he  distinguished  himself  by  conscientious 
devotion  to  his  duties,  and  a keen  interest  in 
all  that  affected  the  progress  of  the  C.W.S. 


and  the  movement  generally.  His  sterling 
«... 


character  won  for  him  the  affectionate  regari 
and  admiration  of  his  fellow- workers. 

Mr.  Westlake  was  a deacon  of  the  Tottcr- 
down  • Baptist  Church,  and  tho  successful 
leader  of  a large  men’s  class  during  the  past 
twenty  years. 

A remarkable  manifestation  of  sympathy 
and  affection  was  evidenced  by  the  attendance 
of  several  hundreds  of  friends  at  the  interment 
on  Saturday. 

Eloquent  addresses  were  delivered  by  the 
Revs.  George  Jarman  and  Albert  Law  ; the 
latter  also"  conducting  a special  memorial 
service  on  Sunday. 

Many  co-workers  of  the  deceased  were  pre- 
sent to  pay  their  last  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  a man,  who — to  quote  the  Rev.  A.  Law — 
“ Not  only  wore  his  Christian  garb  on  Sunday, 
but  every  day  of  the  week  at  Broad  Quay.-’ 


THE  NATION’S 
TEA-POT. 


Ovk  picture  shows 
the  display  which  se- 
cured for  the  Shepshed 
Society  the  first  prize 
at  a recent  fete  and 
gala.  It  was  designed 
to  advertise  C.W.S. 
teas,  and  was  most 
effective. 


MIDLAND  JOTTINGS. 


The  Northampton  Co-operative  Choir 
were  successful  in  obtaining  the  second 
prize  in  the  choral  competition  for  mixed 
voices  at  tho  Leamington  Alusical  Festival 
on  Saturday  last. 

The  cake-making  competition  promoted  by 
the  Birmingham  Society  terminated  on 
Saturday  last.  Great  interest  was  taken  in 
the  competition,  and  the  large  Central  Lec- 
ture Hall  of  the  society  in  High-street  was. 
filled  with  the  efforts  of  ladies  from  all  over 
Birmingham. 

Air.  Thomas'  Grosert  (Coalville  Society’s 
bakery  manager),  who  is  one  of  the  best 
known  bowlers  in  Leicestershire,  and  cap- 
tain of  the  Coalville  Bowling  Club,  was  one 
ol  the  players  selected  to  represent  I-cices- 
tershire  in  their  recent  match  with  tho 
Australians  on  the  Iau'ceeter  Club’s  green, 
in  which  Leicestershire  won. 

Congratulations  will  be  offered  to  the  Coal- 
ville Co-operative  Junior  Choir  on  their  suc- 
cess in  the  musical  festival  at  Gresley  last 
Saturday.  The  event  is  an  important  one* 
attracting  choirs  from  all  parts  of  the' mid- 
lands; and  though  Coalville  did  not  win  the 
Bourne  Bros,  shield  offered  for  competition 
among  junior  choirs,  they  secured  the  third 
prize  in  keen  competition.  Air.  Fred  Clay 
conducted,  and  is  also  to  be  complimented 
on  the  choir’ 8 success. 

A conference  of  the  Alidland  Co-opera- 
tive Farmers’  Association  was  held  at 
Derby'  on  Saturday,  when  an  address  on 
the  selection  of  cattle  was  given  by  Air. 
Thorneycroft,  who  is  on  the  County 
Council  agricultural  staff.  Air.  J.  R.  Bond 
(agricultural  organiser  for  the  County 
Council)  was  also  present. 


DERBY  DOINGS. 


JUNIORS’  JOINT  OUTING  AND  OPEN- 
AIR  MEETINGS  g 


On  Saturday  last  the  members  of  the 
Derby  Society’s  junior  choir  and  the  juniors 
attending  the  town  classes  during  the  past 
season  had  a joint  outing  to  Millington. 
Scon  after  arrival  there  was  a steady  fall  of 
rain  which  made  it  necessary  to  leave  the 
field  and  adjourn  to  the  society’s  hall. 
During  a fine  spell  a visit  was  paid  to 
Rep  to  n to  see  the  famous  school  and  church. 
After  tea  it  was  possible  to  again  visit  the 
field,  where  various  games  were  indulged  in. 
Air.  Lucas  (choir  secretary)  acting  as  M C 


Egg  and  spoon,  three-legged,  skipping,  and 
flat  races  were  run,  for  which  prizes  here 


afterwards  distributed  in  the  hall.  A rneriy 
party  reached  Derby  at  10  p.m. 

Outdoor  Meetings. 

The  educational  committee  of  the  Derby 
Society  arranged  a series  of  outdoor  meet- 
ings for  the  summer  months,  and  the  second 
meeting  was  held  on  Monday  List  in  a 
meadow  at  Turnditch,  a village  situate  in  a 
beautiful  part  of  Derbyshire  to  which  goods 
are  delivered  by  dray  from  Derby. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


New  Swindon — Mr.  G.  H.  Man-liman. 
J.P.,  presided  over  the  half-yearly  meeting 
held  in  the  Mechanics’  Institute  on  June 
20th.  About  200  members  were  present. 
The  president  reviewed  the  report  and 
balance  sheet,  which  showed  total  sales  ol 
£130,040,  a decrease  in  comparison  with 
the  previous  half-year  of  £3,866,  and  net 
surplus  of  £11,271.  The  committee  re- 
commended the  payment  of  Is.  6d.  in  the 
pound  as  dividend ; bpnus  of  9d.  in  tbe 
pound  on  employees’  wages ; collective  life 
assurance,  £566;  S.C.C.  Fund.  £37:  Par- 
liamentary fund.  £141  ; organising  grant, 
£60;  educational  grant,  £206;  and  reserve, 
£31.  Alember6bip  had  grown  to  9,000.  and 
share  capital  had  increased  by  £23.000. 
The  sale  of  stamps  wo6  going  on  Veil.  New 
premises  had  been  built  at  Purton,  which 
allowed  of  the  opening  of  drapery,  boot, 
and  outfitting  departments.  A new  branch 
had  been  opehed  at  Rodbourne  Cheney, 
the  premises  b^ng  owned  by  the  society. 
Owing  to  the  success  of  the  butchery  de- 
partment a cold  storage  plant  had  been 
installed  and  a live-stock  insurance  fund, 
equal  to  1 per  cent,  of  cash  eales,  insti- 
tuted. Airs.  E.  Carter  spoke  on  tbe  educa- 
tional work,  and  urged  the  need  of  more 
facilities  in  the  shape  of  rooms  and  a hall 
for  carrying  this  out.  A resolution,  moved  < 
by  Mr.  Hutchins,  to  invest  £50  in  the 
“ Daily  Herald  ” was  carried  by  a big 
majority.  Alessrs.  W.  Dale.  J.P  , and  F. 
Smith  were  re-elected  unopposed  on  the 
general  committee,  and  Mesdames  C. 
George.  Lainchburv.  F,  Alii  to.  and  Tucker, 
and  Messrs.  J.  Williams,  and  Bennett-  on 
tbe  educational  committee. 


GALA  DAY 


GRAYS. 


Over  5,000  Grays  children  took  part  in 
the  co-operative  gala-dav  procession  cm 
Saturday.  The  procession  was  led  hv  a 
car  containing  the  society’s  oldest  member 
and  the  chief  marshals,  followed  hv  tho 
T.S.  Exmouth  Band,  children  in  “fancy 
dress,  children  from  the  various  branches, 
motor  and  horse  vehicles.  Prizes  were 
given  for  the  best  designs  advertising  co- 
operative productions. 

Spurts  of  all  kinds  took  place  on  tho 
Recreation  Ground  later  in  tho  afternoon, 
and  for  the  amusement  of  those  who  were 
too  young  or  too  old  for  this  type  of  recrea- 
tion there  were  Punch  and  Judy,  con- 
juring. and  ventriloquism,  and  music 
by  the  T.S.  Exmouth  Band  nnd  the  Tilbury 
Town  Band.  Cocoa-nut  shies,  swings, 
houp-las,  roundabouts,  and  other  side 
shows  evoked  much  interest;  whilst  hoot, 
spoon,  and  washing  competitions,  and  a 
gymnastic  display  by  St.  Luke’s  (Gilling- 
ham) Ladies  and  gentlemen,  formed  special 
attractions. 


GUILD  RALLY  AT  WOOLWICH. 


About  forty  guilds  took  part  in  a rally 
and  musical  festival,  arranged  by  tho  Royal 
Arsenal  Society's  educational  department 
and  the  Guild  Council  at  the  Co-operative 
"Woods,  Abbey  Wood,  on  Saturday.  Unfor- 
tuntitely,  tho  rain  caused  a curtailment  ol 
the  programme.  There  was  first  a concert, 
provided  by  the  Shornells  Orchestra  and 
the  Peckhnm  Co-operative  Orchestral 
Society,  under  the  baton  of  Air.  John 
Rodgers,  Mus.  Bar.  lfi  the  evening  there 
was  a choral  concert,  in  which  various  choirs 
in  the  Society’s  area  took  part.  The  singing 
was  of  a meritorious  character,  aiul  indi- 
cated tho  sternly  advance  which  has  been 
made  in  choral  singing  amongst  co-opera- 
tive societies  in  recent  years.  At  each  con- 
cert capable  assistance  was  rendered  by 
Miss  Nellie  Benrc  (soprano).  Messrs.  Frank 
Booth  (tenor),  Reginald  Johnson  (baritone), 
and  Air.  John  Gill  (entertainer).  During 
the  evening  co-operative  addresses  wero 
delivered  by  Mr.  John  Dickinson  (chairman 
of  the  educational  committee)  and  Mr-.  H. 
T.  Leighton  (chairman  of  the  Guild  Council). 


BURTON  CO-OPERATORS 

IN  LONDON. 


Between  300  and  400  employees  nnd 
members  of  the  Burton-on-Trent  Society 
had  a trip  to  London  on  Wednesday  last  week, 
and  spent  what  many  of  them  described  ns 
th?  time  of  their  lives. 

Wednesday  was  an  ideal  day  for  a visit  to 
London.  Alexandra  Day,  1922,  will  not  only 
live  in  the  memories  of  sight  w i - like  those 
who  went  from  Burton  ; it  will  go  down  in 
history  as  tho  day  when  “ Britain's  Prince 
Charming  ” returned  from  his  memorable 
tour  round  the  empire. 

The  Prince's  homecoming  was  the  sight 
which  the  Burton  visitors  longed  most  to  see. 
The.  passengers  had  been  travelling  for  over  - 
threo-and-a-nalf  hours,  but  after  a good 
breakfast  they  were  ready  for  tlm  drive  to  St. 


Paul’s  Cathedral,  where  half  un-hour  was  spent. 
The  drive  was  then  resumed  to  the  C.W.S, 
premises  in  Leman -street. 


In  the  afternoon  the  party  visited  West- 
minster Abbey,  nnd  stood  over  the  Unknown 
Warrior’s  grave,  afterwards  placing  a beautiful 
wreath  of  roses  and  carnations,  subscribed  for 
by  the  Burton  .Society’s  employees,  on  tho 
Cenotaph.  An  effort  was  made  to  secure 
admission  to  the  House-  of  Commons,  but  it 
was  unsuccessful.  Madame  Tussaud’s  wus 
visited  in  the  evening,  and  the  return  journey 
home  commenced  at  12-10  midnight.  Every- 
one was  more  than  satisfied  with  the  arrange- 
ments made,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  tho 
excursion  department  of  the  C.W.S. 


A TRIP  TO  SOL’THSEA. 


The  Addleatone  and  District  Society** 
staff  had  their  annual  outing  on  Wednesday 
last  week,  when  they  journeyed  by  charabanc* 
to  Soutbsea,  under  the  ino< t ideal  weather 
conditions.  A most  enjoyable  time  was  spent 
in  visiting  all  the  various  places  of  interact-. 
The  party,  numbering  about  sixty,  was  accom- 

fanied  by  the  popular  general  manager  (Mr. 

H.  Butcher),  also  branch  managers  and 
departmental  manager-.  Thanks  are  due  to 
.Mr.  Woolgar,  who  made  perfect  arrangements 
for  the  trip. 


The  educational  committee  of  the  Grays 

Society  report  a large  increase  in  the  *ale 
of  co-operative  and  general  literature.  The 
issue  of  library  books  in  the  ‘.'rial  and 
political  science  section  has  inerea  • d over 
75  per  cent. 
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A PORTSMOUTH  REVIEW 

So  much  remains  to  be  said  about 
the  Portsmouth  Guild  Congress  aud  its 
decisions,  so  many  points  need  to  be 
taken  up  and  pressed  home  upon  the 
movement  at  large,  that  the  space  at  our 
disposal  for  a review  of  the  gathering 
seems  sadly  inadequate.  However, 
there  is  this  about  an  analysis  which 
must  be  expressed  in  a few  words— the 
picture  must  come  out  sharp  and  clear 
to  be  effective.  . 

The  outstanding  feature  of  this  yeai  s 
Guild  Congress  was  naturally  the  fare- 
well which  had  to  be  taken  of  its  two 
devoted  officers,  Miss  Ll.  Davies  and 
Miss  L.  Harris.  It  was  the  ending  of  one 
epoch— the  period  of  pioneer  service— 
and  the  beginning  of  another— the  period 
of  complete  self-government.  By  this 
we  do  not  mean  that  the  Guild  has  not 
exercised  self-government  in  the  years 
that  have  gone,  or  that  any  appreciable 
change  in  the  administration  will  be 
immediately  felt,  but  the  organisation  ot 
the  English  Women’s  Guild  will  no  longer 
have  the  intimate  leadership  upon  which 
it  has  relied  so  long,  and  it  should  disclose 
even  more  completely  the  workings  of  its 
democratic  policies  and  administration. 

It  is  particularly  interesting  to  observe 
how  the  trend  of  Congress  is  towards  the 
larger  aspect  of  thought  and  speech  upon 
subjects  brought  before  it.  Although  it 
must  be  confessed  that  the  general  level 
of  speaking  did  not  rise  to  any  great 
height  of  eloquence,  a very  great  deal  of 
it  was  sufficiently  well  informed  to  prove 
that  delegates  had  come  well  prepared 
with  facts  and  ready  to  present  their 
points  of  view,  and  to  stand  by  them 
with  firmness. 

The  value  of  the  practical  experience 
gained  by  guildswonien  in  citizenship 
was  interestingly  brought  out  during  a 
short  discussion  on  the  " Vagrancy 
Laws,"  w'hen  some  sensational  hear- 
say " statements  were  made  concerning 
the  conditions  of  casual  wards  for  women, 
which  seemed  to  be  influencing  Congress 
to  a vote  upon  insufficient  knowdedge. 
The  statements  made,  however,  brought 
to  the  front  several  Guardians,  who  were 
able  to  convince  Congress  that  it  knew 
too  little  of  the  matter  in  hand  to  pass 
judgment,  and  Congress,  recognising  the 
value  of  practical  experience,  readily 
agreed  to  accept " the  previous  question." 

Another  discussion  which  brought  out 
the  bitter  experiences  of  working  women 
was  furnished  in  the  resolution  upon 
“ Housing  " and  the  “ Rent  Restrictions 
Act."  The  way  in  which  housing  ques- 
tions are  bound  up  with  the  land  ques- 
tion was  clearly  illustrated,  and  Congress 
evideutlv  realised  the  importance  of 
seeking  for  root  causes,  especially  after 
listening  to  Mrs.  Barton’s  illustration  of 
the  taxation  of  land  values  as  the  remedy 
which  democracy  must  work  for. 

The  only  regrettable  incident  in  con- 
nection with  the  Congress  was  the 
slightly  personal  tone  given  to  the  reso- 
lution’ concerning  the  appointment  of 
assistant  secretary.  It  is,  of  course 
quite  within  the  province  of  an  organisa- 
lion  to  question  the  actions  of  its  Cen- 
tral Committee.  Without  such  right, 
and  without  the- proper  exercise  of  such 
a prerogative  by  its  constituent  branches, 
no  organisation  can  be  kept  on  sound 
lines.  The  difficulty  about  the  criticism 
made  against  the  Central  Committee  was, 
however,  that  the  procedure  of  appoint- 
ment was  clearly  not  understood  by  a 
number  of  delegates,  and  that  on  general 
lines  the  appointment  of  Mrs.  Barton 
was  complicated  with  certain  moods  of 
public  thought  adverse  to  married 
women's  employment  current  at  the 
present  time  — a question  which  the 
Guild  is  taking  up  for  discussion  during 
the  coming  session  ; and  certainly  no 
body  of  persons  is  better  qualified  to  lead 
the  country  on  this  matter  than  co- 
operative guildswomen. 

But  it  was  the  final  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, the  conferring  of  the  freedom  of 
the  Cmild  on  Miss  Ll.  Davies  and  Mis^ 
* Harris,  that  touched  Congress  with  that 
diviue  spirit  of  co-operation — the  co- 
operation of  hearts — which  is  the  true 
realisation  of  all  we  hope  for  in  the 
national  and  international  co-operation 
of  the  future. 


“ Tommy,’’ 
the  Mascot  who 
relieved  the  diffi- 
c u It  situation 
created  at  the 
“farewell” 
gathering  a t 
Portsmouth. 


OUR  GREATEST 
GIFT. 

THE  FREEDOM  OF  THE 
. WOMENS  GUILD. 

PRESENTATIONS  TO  MISS  LL. 
DAVIES  AND  MISS  L HARRIS. 

CONGRESS’S  BRIGHTEST 
MEETING. 

[By  Oun  Own  Representative.] 


Mrs.  Green, 
who  presented  the 
the  bank  book  to 
Miss  Ll.  Davies 
and  Miss  L. 

Harris. 


The  Portsmouth 
Congress  will  ever 
be  an  outstanding 
feature  in  co-opera- 
tive history.  A new 
order  was  created,  and  “ Goodbyes 
were  said  to  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
personalities  that  have  graced  aud  guided 
the  English  Women’s  Guild  for  the  past 
thirty-two  years. 

No  more  fitting  conclusion  could  have 
been  found  wherewith  to  close  the  two 
strenuous  days  of  Congress  than  the 
Wednesday  evening  session,  when  11  our 
Miss  Davies  ” was  present. 

The  hall  was  filled  with  warm- 
hearted women  ready  to  do  homage  to 
one  who  has  gained  the  respect  and 
affection  of  all.  But  there  was  just  one 
disappointment — Miss  Harris  was  not 
there.  Instead,  she  sent  a letter  from 
the  nursing  home  where  she  lies  at  the 
present  moment.  For  once  Miss  Ll. 
Davies  had  to  sit  still  while  we  talked. 
And  about  her,  too ! Mrs.  Dewsbury 
just  told  her  all  we  thought  of  her,  and 
how  much  we  cared,  and  what  an  im- 
portant person  she  had  been  and  still  is  ! 

It  was  the  brightest  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, yet  eyes  and  hearts  were  full. 
We  were  making  a new  covenant,  and 
inaugurating  a great  precedent.  The 
V Freedom  of  the  Guild  ” was  the 
greatest  gift ; it  was  ours  to  give,  and  we 
gave  it.  But  more  than  that,  we  gave 
a roll  of  letters  daintily  tied  with  blue 
ribbon,  in  \Vliich  were  expressions  of 
deep  affection  for  Miss  Davies  and  Miss 
Harris.  And  then  a bank  book  con- 
taining over  £yoo  for  them  to  spend  as 
they  like  in  the  interests  of  the  guild. 
And  a poem,  specially  written  for  them 
by  a guildswoman — Lilian  Woodward,  of 
Gorton,  Manchester. 

Mrs.  Layton,  with  the  homely  mother- 


liness that  characterises  all  her  work, 
tenderly  placed  the  dainty  medallion 
of  “ The  Guild  Freedom  ’’  on  Miss 
Davies’  dress  (a  more  detailed  descrip- 
tion, with  illustration,  will  appear  in  next 
month’s  " Woman’s  Outlook  ’’).  \\  ith 

that  emblem  our  revered  sisters  are  free 
to  enter  any  guildrooin  or  conference. 

At  last  came  the  moment  for  Miss 
Davies  to  respond,  and  then  clothed  in 
the  soft  grey  gown  (described  in  this 
month’s  " Woman’s  Outlook,"  and  of 
C.W.S.  production)  she  bravely  faced  a 
trying  moment.  All  Congress  leapt  to  its 
feet.  We  cheered,  vve  clapped,  we  sang. 
Eyes  glistened  with  the  soft  tears  of  real 
affection.  Throats  were  full. 

True  to  herself,  Miss  Davies  . re- 
inspired  everybody.  It  was  convenient 
Miss  Harris  was  away.  She  could  talk 
about*  her  work^  .She  thanked  us  all, 
aud  through  us  every  guildswoman  in 
the  land.  It  was  marvellous,  that  at 
this  time  of  great  depression  such  a vast 
sum  should  have  been  collected.  She 
promised  that  Miss  Harris  and  herself 
would  carefully  consider  the  best  use 
for  the  money,  hinting  it  might  be  used 
to  further  international  co-operation. 

A difficult  situation  was  relieved  by 
Miss  Davies  producing  the  mascot 
“ Toininv,"  presented  to  her  at  the 
Brighton  Congress.  We  laughed  and 
forgot  our  sorrow  at  parting. 

In  a few  graceful  words  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
removed  the  chain  of  office  from  her 
neck  and  clasped  it  on  Mrs.  Prosser 
(the  new  president).  With  an  affec- 
tionate kiss  she  welcomed  her  into  office. 

And  then  we  all  clasped  hands. 
“ Auld  Lang  Syne"  rang  out  with 
vigour.  A memorable  occasion  had 
closed. 

[Reports  of  the  speeches  made  at  this 
function  will  appear  next  week.] 


MORE  ABOUT  THE  BRIGHTON  CONGRESS. 

WHAT  IMPRESSED  ME  MOST. 


A fortnight  ago  we  gave  a number  of 
interviews  with  women  who  attended  the 
Brighton  Congress  in  the  capacity  of  dele- 
gates. Here  are  the  remaining  interviews 
our  representatives  had  with  other  women. 
These  were  in  type,  hut  crowded  out  of  last 
week's  “ Pages.” 

A Red-Letter  Day. 

Words  cannot 
ejtpresa  all  I felt  ( 
when  I found  my- 
self one  of  that  vast 
number  of  delegates 
at  the  Brighton 
Congress.  I ad- 
mired Miss  L. 
Davies  (the  presi- 
dent) for  the  ad- 
mirable way  in 
which  she  handled 
the  whole  proceed- 
ings ; her  presiden- 
tial address  was  a 
treat.  The  Brigh- 
ton Congress  has 
Lem  an  historic 
event.  One  could 
not  help  noting  the 
number  of  women 
Who  took  part  in 
o Congress  which 
will  be  a red-letter  day  in  my  life. 

The  Daily  Paper. 

Mbs.  Redcate  (a  rank  and  file  delegate  from 
Derby)  said  l have  only  had  the  opportunity 
of  attending  once  before  the  Union  Congress, 
and  I was  proud  to  be  there  and  to  hear  our 
first  woman  president  give  such  a brilliant 
inaugural  address. 

The  women  say  we  want  a daily  paper 
of  our  own,  and  we  mean  to  have  it  owned, 
controlled,  and  printed  on  our  own  machines. 
Too  little  thought  was  given  to  thi3  question 
from  a co-operative  point  of  view.  Some  of 
the  questions  asked  were  proof  of  this. 


\\  ho  has  just  been 
re-elected  president 
of  the  Irish  Wo- 
men’s Guild. 


Mrs.  Archer. 
(Bournemouth,  sec- 
retary of  t li  o 
Southern  Section  of 
the  Women’s  Guild), 
who  was  prevented 
through  illness  from 
attending  the  Con- 
gress at  Portsmouth, 
and  to  whom  the 
delegates  sent  a 
telegram  of  sym- 
pathy. 


Mrs.  Pidgkox, 
(Enfield,  som-urt 
ol  the  South-Eastern 
Section),  who  was  in 
attendance  on  the 
foreign  delegates 
during  Oongre&s. 
Mrs.  Pidgeon  re- 
velled in  her  duties, 
which  she  did  not 
relinquish  till  after 
the  excursion. 


It  appeared  to  me  hut  few  delegates  came 
with  mandates  on  how  they  should  vote, 
which  proves  the  men  could  easily  take  a 
page  out  of  the  Guild’s  programme,  and  I 
venture  to  say  very  few  branches  send  dele- 
gates to  Congress  without  a mandate, 

A Good  Augury. 

The  men  expected  much  from*a  .woman 
president  of  Congress,  and  a woman  dele- 
gate said.  " You  will  not  be  disappointed.” 
These  remarks  were  overheard  by  Mrs. 
( lose  (of  the  Central  Committee  of  the 
Women's  Guild),  who,  in  the  course  of  an 
interview,  also  expressed  her  disappoint- 
ment at  the  vote  on  the  internal ionai  reso- 
lution. But  1 suppose,  she  said,  many  dele- 
gates had  their  instructions  and  had  l-een 
swayed  by  other  inlluenoes.  Another  thing 
that  impressed  me  at  Brighton,  she  said, 
was  the  welcome  given  the  German  repre- 
sentatives. Surely  this  augurs  well  for  the 
future. 

A Splendid  Example. 

To  me.  said  Mrs.  Stein  (the  secretary  of 
the  Birmingham  Society's  educational  com- 
mittee). the  Brighton  Congress  will  live  in 
fiiy  memory  as  a splendid  example  of  what 
an  educated  woman  can  do.  Miss  M.  Ll. 
Davies  has  shown  there  is  no  position  u 
woman  cannot  occupy  if  only  the  right 
woman  is  "chosen. 

The  Grand  Closing  Scene. 

Naturally,  women  looked  forward  to  this 
Congress  with  hope  and  expectation,  said 
Sirs.  Green  (of  the  Central  Committee).  To 
me  it  was  charming  the  way  the  delegates 
addressed  the  chair.  There  was  no  pre- 
fez  ential  treatment  because  it  was  a woman, 
proving  that  good  men  and  true  look  -upon 
true  women  as  associates.  The  closing  scene 
of  Brighton  Congress  was  grand,  almost 
overpowering,  something  that  will  go  down 
in  history. 


CONGRESS  CHATTER. 


As  n result  of  a missing  coinimi  in  tins 
first  paragraph  of  the  Congiess  _ report  in 
last  week's  " Women's  Pages.''  Miss  Enfield 
1ms  received  various  kind  inquiries  ns  to  tlio 
state  of  her  health.  The  referemo  Hind- 
by  Miss  Enfield  was  to  Mrs.  Archer,  tins 
Southern  Sectional  secretary,  who.  we  am 
sorry  to  say.  was  too  ill  to  attend  Congres* 
in  her  own  section.  Meanwhile,  Miss  Enfield 
is  well.  . ♦ # 

A charming  old  couple  of  distinguished 
bearing  but  modest  mien,  seen  on  the  fair 
gress  platform,  naturally  excited  curiosity 
They  turned  out  to  lie  tho  father  am 
mother  of  Miss  Enfield. 

Purses,  as  usual,  played  hid-'  and  seek 
with  their  owners,  hut  they  turned  np*  wi 
lunlly — even  the-  one  with  the  odd  -hiHiil 
in  it.  ♦ ♦ . 

There  was  n great  demand  for  the  “ C'l 
operative  News"  by  the  home-going  <■>: 

tingonts,  and,  nothing  daunted,  with  the 
stop  at  Winchester  and  the  service  ol  a 
one  enterprising  jwrson  made  a raid  on  i fi- 
lm al  stores'  supply,  which  explain'  win  • ho 
who  has  just  shed  her  presidential  honuurl 
when  struck  by  a similar  inspiration. 
unable  to  secure  the  copy  site  wanted  in  the 
cathedral  city.  * , , 

“ Despite  my  northern  oc-ccnl,  the  fi-  d 
press  insist  tliat  1 am  a Londoner,"  mu 
Mrs.  Close.  . ♦ . 

Tho  singing  of  “Auld  I-ting  Syn-, 
whilst  signalling  the  close  ol  the  Wouiein 
Guild  Congress  of  19-2.  only  served  t- 
throw  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  into  one  ■ 
tlio  most  strenuous  hours  of  her  life*. 
hundreds  of  admirers,  men  and  \\ouw 
clustered  round  the  literature  ••'tail.  l"t 
chased  her  portrait,  and  swooped  dim 
ii[>on  Iter  for  her  autograph. 

The  five  hundred  and  seventy  odd  wuiiu- 
who  took  the  Isle  of  Wight  l.y  -torn.  K 
the  Guild  Congress  excursion  -ij 
Tlmrsdnv,  staggered  tho  ticket  call oclor 
on  llvde  Pier.  -Are  you  with  tins  |».rt> 
he  asked  of  the  solitary  husband  "I 
the  women  at  the  tail  of  the  pro.c  • ">n. 
“Well.*  he  added,  “you  have 
sympathy.”  ♦ • • 

Who  was  the  woman  who  lost  her  hn 
on  the  homeward  journey  ' 1 ” ,‘;1 

wife's  desire  lor  a cup  of  tea  he  got  o 
at  Crewe  and  went  to  the  refreshment  ruont 
emerging  soon  after  with  a cup  V 
hand,  to  find  the  tram  h.s  wd.-.  h.s  ; 
coat,  and  all  his  worldly  belonging"  g 
A hurried  consultation  with  the  **. 
master,  ..ml  he  wan  sm.ii  olf  '»  l-'gV';  ” 

another  train,  fellow-passengers  oh'*""  • 
wondering  who  the  strange  l*r'"n 
he  bombarded  the  train,  hallo*-',  lug^ , 
less,  sitting  quietly  consuming  two  cup 
tea.’  * . • 

The  delegations  to  the  Congress  «<•- 
markedly  numerous  this  year,  oiy ' . 

list  of  those  reported  hast  week  - 
added  Mr.  Hitiberd.  the  Southern  n ' 
secretary  of  the  Co-opera t no  ' 

lie  represented  along  with  Mrs  • 
and  Mr.  K.  T.  Humber. _ the  London 
tractor  if  the  Insurance  Society. 

• What  do  you  think  of  Portsmoaijuj 
a«ked  a Port:  muthian.  ' It  » a «f-'  , 
town."  wai  a Lancashire  retort  * 

mystified.  • • • 

Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  asks 
that  her  doctor  ha,  pro.mW  f , 

six  months'  rest,  and  that  she 
therefore  he  able  to  take  any  ~ . 
menu  just  now-.  She  leaves  for  her 
on  July  lit. 

Hr!.  Allen  (Sheernw)  j"  JJJJ 
elected  Southern  <ei.lr.-l  1 
member,  and  not  M.»»  A le,“-  ,[e  „.pn* 
lost  week.  Mrs.  Allen  Vi w 

sentntive  on  the  Trade  and  -P  “ 
paign  Committee,  and  not  Mr*.  An 
An  account  of  the  excursion  and  " 
item,  of  news  will  appear  next  __ 
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■OMEN'S  PAGES. 


WHERE  WOMAN  IS 

SUPREME. 

i9m 

MOST  POTENT  FORCE  IN 
CO-OPERATION. 

MR.  ALEXANDER  S 

TRIBUTE  TO  THE  WOMEN'S 
GUILD. 

VOICES  FROM  BELGIUM  AND 

Ml 

Mas.  Prosser, 
the  new  President 
of  the  English 
Women's  Guild. 


AMERICA. 

[By  Ocr  Ow.s-  Representative.] 


The  public  demonstration  held  at  Ports- 
mouth on  Tuesday  evening  last  week,  in 
oounection  with  the  Women's  Guild  Con- 
gress. despite  the  hetivy  business  of  the  day 
anil  the  sunny  attractions  outdoor,  was  very 
well  attended. 

Mrs.  Layton  (vice-president  of  the  Guild) 
was  in  the  chair,  and  in  her  opening 
remarks  said  guildswomen  were  at  present 
working  hard  to  gain  a permanent  pence, 
and  the  only  way  to  gain  that  peace  was 
by  co-operating  with  the  women  of  other 
countries. 

Women  s Cause  in  Belgium. 

.A  keen  interest  was  shown  in 
Mademoiselle  Goulon,  a Belgian  youug  lady 
from  Brussels,  who  spoke  iii  excellent 
English  a really  excellent  address.  She 
said  she  had  admired  the  English  Women’s 
Guild  lor  a long  time,  and  she  considered 
it  a great  honour  to  greet  the  delegates  in 
congress  assembled  on  behalf  of  Belgian 
co-oncrators  and  on  behalf  of  the  Belgian 
working-class  women,  from  whom  she 
brought  congratulations.  If  the  war 
brought  many  evils,  it  could  not  be  denied 
it  also  brought  increasing  devotion  to  the 
people's  cause,  and  gave  a tremendous 
jump  forward  to  democratic  ideas  and  to 
tho  emancipation  of  women.  In  one 
country  after  another  the  main  hindrances 
and  prejudices  to  the  women's  vote  and 
economic  freedom  had  fallen  down,  and 
they  were  much  nearer  sex  equality  than 
the  Labour  Parties  all  over  the  country 
bad  ever  advocated.  In  Belgium,  women 
bad  not  yet  the  light  to  vote  for  Parlia- 
ment, but  they  were  eligible  for  election 

and  could  sit  in  Parliament  without  being 
electors! 

Removing  sex  Inequalities. 

Mdlle.  Coulon  then  proceeded  to  deal 
with  the  position  of  the  Labour  Party  in 
Belgium,  which  was  using  every  endeavour 
to  train  women  in  social  matters.  It  was 
Struggling  to  remove  from  the  laws  the 
ob  sex  equalities,  and  to  promote  the 
entry  of  women  to  all  professions.  They 
bad  now  one  woman  in  Parliament.  (Ap- 
plause.) The  franchise  and  the  entry  of 


Mademoiselle  Coclon  (Belgium), 

"ho  spoke  at  the  Tuesday  evening 
meeting  at  the  Portsmouth  Congress. 

"omen  into  industry  since  the  war  had  led 
onien  to  look  more  and  more  to  political 
JJJJJ  economic  subjects.  Every  organisation  of 
"orking-class  was  usiug  every  endeavour 
10  promote  women's  education  and 
organisation.  Some  25,000  women  had 
jomed  their  trade  unions,  but  they  left 
“°e  affairs  in  t-lie  hands  of  men,  and 
J^de  union  leaders  were  very  scarce, 
.be  housewives  had  nothing  like  the 
’ omen’s  Co-operative  Guild.  Now  they 
ere  starting  Women's  Labour  Leagues, 
bd  about  18,000  women  were  in  friendly 
■bcieties,  but  most  were  onlv  paving 
members.  They  were  working*  for  the 
n l0D  drink  traffic,  but  this 

H S0  P°°r  compared  with  what  British 
onieu  were  doiug.  Belgian  women  were 
v l that  thev  must  only  be  busy  with 
usevtork.  English  women,  of  course, 
j )[*  never  told  this.  (laughter.)  She 
i • hke  a wild  person  among  civilised 
^ (Laughter.)  They  had,  however. 

e- on  the  boards  of  management  of 
co-operative  societies. 

Worn  <lUe-st'011.  organising  co-operative 
EnHl  M i'n  ^ete*'iin  Wl,s  not  like  it  was  in 
Pnin  ' ■ In  Belgium,  socialists,  trade 
link  °lStS  au<l  co-operators  were  all 
div-irf  i lf^'  These  movements  were  only 
tone-.  f°r  work,  and  a socialist  was 
to  be  a good  co-operator. 

^ Forces  Women  Can  Use. 

him  V,ra^ng.  oration,  as  is  characteristic  of 
i J/.L  ,Was  g'Te»  by  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander 
Joint  Parliamentary  Com- 
firei, 'V  "ho  confessed  that  tlkat  was  the 
he  had  had  the  privilege . of 
tiv«  ~Sln^  a national  assembly  of  co-opera- 
wonieu.  ••Forces  of  the  Future/’  as 


Mr.  Alexander, 


Mrs.  Layton, 
who  presided  at 
Tuesday’s  demon- 
stration. 


applied  to  women  in 
the  co-operative  move- 
ment, was  his  theme 
that  evening.  The 
Women's  Guild  had  a 
good  motto— “ Of 
whole  heart  co/neth 
hope  ” — but  let  that 
be  translated  into 
“ Of  whole  heart 
cometh  action."  The 
first  of  the  forces  he 
had  in  mind  was  the 
economic,  regarding 
which  the  Women’s 
Guild  could  be  a great 
power.  Unless  they 
stabilised  the  econo- 
n.  jnic  foundations  of 

Secretary  of  the  the  movement,  the 
Parliamentary  Com-  business  side,  then 
mittee  (C'o-operntive  they  would  surely  fail. 
Union)  and  C’o-opera-  And  in  this  sphere 
tire  Candidate  for  woman  was  supreme. 
Hillsborough  Divi-  T h e co-operative 
sion  (Sheffield).  . movement  was  get- 
ting only  one-seven t-b 
of  the  retail  trade  of  the  country,  there- 
fore he  suggested  that  the  Women's  Guild 
might  organise  to  see  that  instead  of  one- 
third  of  the  population  spending  one- 
seventh  of  the  income,  that  100  per  cent, 
be  spent. 

The  second  force,  he  suggested,  was 
education,  to  which  they  must  lend  them- 
selves seriously  in  order  to  educate  their 
fellows  in  tie  principles  and  practice  of 
co-operation.  If  they  .were  going  to  make 
any  real  progress  some  societies,  poor  in 
education,  would  have  to  be  livened  up, 
and  the  women  of  the  Guild  were  the 
people  to  do  it,  especially  those  women 
who  shopped  at  the  stores,  but  never 
attended  a co-operative  meeting.  And 
then,  politically,  lie  said  he  did  not  want 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  party  politics, 
except  the  People's  Party.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  was  regularly  at  Westminster,  and 
found  that  all  the  things  co-operators  were 
trying  to  do  were  undone  by  the  very 
people  whom  they  sent  to  Parliament. 
Women  would  be  the  dominating  factor  in 
politics  in  the  future,  he  contended,  and 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  solid  vote  of  the 
women  in  Hillsborough — his  constituency 
in  Sheffield — would  win  the  election. 

Finally,  there  was  the  international 
force.  A capitalistic  Government  could 
never  organise  international  co-operation. 
There  could  never  be  a lasting  peace 
unless  they  had  free  and  unfettered  inter- 
course with  each  other,  and  free  inter- 
change of  goods  according  to  the  economic 
needs  of  free  nations.  There  were  hundreds 
of  “Societies  not  yet  affiliated  to  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative'  Alliance.  Here, 
again,  was  work  for  Women’s  Guilds  to  see 
that  their  societies  became  paying  mem- 
bers of  the  Alliance.  And  lastly,  women 
could  become  the  greatest  force  in  the 
world  in  the  “ no  more  war  movement." 
(Applause.) 

An  American  Pilgrim. 

Mrs.  Bromley  spoke  in  the- name  of  the 
Co-operative  League  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  which,  she  soiil,  took  a keen 
interest  in  the  movement  in  Great  Britain 
that  had  been  such  inspiration  and  guid- 
ance to  them.  She  came  to  England 
on  a pilgrimage  to  see  the  first  co-operative 
store  in  Toad-lane,  Rochdale,  and  she  then 
went  on  to  tell  how  she  belonged  to  a little 
6 tore  in  New  York  City,  and  the  majority 
of  whose  members  were  women.  One  of 
their  pleas  was  to  moke  the  little  shop  in 
Toad-lane  a national  monument  to  the  co- 
operative movement  in  Great  Britain 
(Loud  applause.)  America  possesses  3,000 
scattered  societies,  with  75.000  members, 
and  she  was  returning  with  the  deter- 
mination that  there  should  be  a great 
future  for  co-operation  in  the  States. 
(Applause.) 

Mrs.  Prosser  (Central  Committee), 
moving  the  vote  of  thanks  to  all  con- 
cerned. said  she  was  delighted  to  hear  Mr. 
Alexander’s  tribute  to  the  Women's  Guild. 
Women  did  not  realise  the  power  in  their 
own  hands.  By  that  night's  meeting  she 
was  once  more  reminded  of  the  vision  of 
international  co-operation. 

Mrs.  Close,  in  seconding,  also  refcired  to 
Mr.  Alexander’s  tribute,  and  was  proud  to 
know  that  for  the  first  time  in  history 
England  beat  America.  < laughter.)  But 
they  might  cry  ••quits,’’  for  she  had  not 
been  to  the  old  Toad-lane  store.  (Laughter.) 

This  remarkable  gathering  closed  with 
the  audience  singing  ••  These  thiugs  shall 
be." 


THOSE  MEN  WHO  REALLY  MATTER. 


WOMEN  TO  CLAIM  EQUAL  REPRESENTATION.  f> 


At  the  Calderdale  District  Guild  Confer- 
ence, held  at  Elland,  on  Saturday  last,  Air. 
A.  H.  Farrer  (Todmorden)  spoke  on 
- Women  Co-operators.”  Although,  he 
said,  women  outnumbered  the  male  element 
both  in  the  movement  and  in  population,  yet 
they  had  not  attained  to  the  positions  which 
their  numbers  or  intelligence  merited. 
Above  all.  he  continued,  let  women  be  loyal 
to  each  other,  putting  aside  jealousy  and 
selfishness.  Ho  contended  women  should 
claim  equal  representation  on  Town  Coun- 
cils, Beards  of  Guardians,  and  especially 
on  Housing  Committees,  where  they 
could  teach  builders  something  besides 

bricks  and  mortar."  Women  had  ever 
been  the  greatest  factor  in  the  co-opera- 
tive movement.  Yet  there  were  still  socie- 
ties with  restricted  membership— a most 
fatal  thing  when  the  movement  was  out  to 
secure  world  trade.  Force  of  great  power 
and  influence  lay  behind  the  co-operative 
vote,  which,  applied  rightly,  would  cause 
tilings  to  move  pretty  quickly.  Especially 
was  women’s  influence  required  for  purify- 
ing. purposes  in  the  movement,  as  well  as 
their  assistance  as  missionaries. 

Mrs.  Thompson  (Todmorden)  thought  the 
practice  of  unselfishness  would  bring  the  Co- 
operative Commonwealth  nearer  realisation. 

Mrs.  Sutcliffe  (Bebdon  Bridge)  said  men 
were  still  prejudiced  against  women.  She 
tolj  of  going  to  one  society  in  tho  district 
where  the  guild  had  been  abandoned,  and 
wa^  told  by  a society’s  cfli'-ial  that 
women  could  find  something  better  with 
which  to  occupy  their  time  than  to  go  to 
guild  meetings. 

Mrs.  Bentley  (Todmorden)  said  she  had 


been  told  that  their  number  of  Guild  Guar- 
dians (three)  was  too  great. 

After  Mrs.  I.unili  (Sowerbv  Bridge)  had 
seconded  and  .Mrs.  Thompson  t I'odiuordcn), 
district  president,  who  occupied  the  chair, 
had  supported  the  vote  of  thanks,  the 
speaker  confessed  to  men's  prejudices 
against  women,  but  not  those  who  ruillv 
mattered. 

Mrs.  Newsham  (president  of  the  Eilat  d 
Guild  branch)  extended  the  welcome  to  tho 
delegates. 


“ THE  CO-OPERATIVE  JOURNfeY 
-TO  WHERE?” 

Tue  annual  conference  of  tho  North  Lan- 
cashire District  Women's  Guilds  was  held  at 
Lancaster  recently.  - Airs.  Robson  (Barrow) 
presided,  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Christie  (National 
Co-operative  Party  organiser)  gave  an  ad- 
dress on  " The  Co-operative  Journey  to 
where?”  Guild  members,  she  said,  must 
think,  act,  and  vote  co-operatively  both 
locally  and  nationally. 

Mrs.  AUIlroy  (Lancaster)  took  oxioption 
to  some  of  Mrs.  Christie's  remarks. 

Air.  Parker  il.auca.ster  Education  Com- 
mittee) said  the  movement  ought  to  he  non- 
political. 

Mrs.  Scott  (Blackpool)  and  Alls  Kno  .les 
(Lancaster)  agreed  with  Mrs.  Christie. 

Airs.  Beale  ( I-am  aster)  asked  if  the 
Federation  of  British  Industries  had  not  got 
representatives  in  the  House  of  Common*;. 

Airs.  Christie  said  the  Fedora  lion  had  31f 
representatives  in  the  House  of  Commons. 


At  a concert  convened  by  the  Leicester 
Society.  Air.  E.  Bevin  (secretary  of  the 
Transport  Workers)  said  that  no  other 
organisation  had  played  a greater  part  in 
the  training  of  women  than  the  Women's 
Co-operative  Guild. 


f ERE  are  a few  simple  recipes  which  we  recommend  home 
wives  lo  keep  by  ihetn,  with  a view  lo  early  translation  into 
puddings  for  the  delight  of  the  household.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  SUTOX  IS  AN  IMPORTANT  IN- 
GREDIENT in  them  a'l.  This  SUTOX  is  beef  suet 
sterilised,  reGned,  and  made  into  a ready-for-use  form  ot  the  C.W.S. 
Margarine  Works,  Higher  Irlarn.  It  is  a REAL  CO-OPERATIVE 
SPECIALITY,  and  will  be  found  much  cheaper  in  use  than  butchers 
suet.  It  is  free  from  <11  tissue,  impurity,  and  inoisiurc,  end 
SHREDDkD  READY  FOR  COOKING  To  prevent  the  grains 
from  ciogjing  some  rice  powder  has  been  added. 

In  actual  use  a 1-lb.  packet  of  SUTOX — which  can  be  oblaired  at 
any,  and  every,  co-operative  store  in  the  kingdom  (and  at  co-opcrelive 
stores  only) — Contains  the  equivalent  of  neirly  2-lb.  of  raw  suet  for  the 
price  of  a little  above  1-lb.  SUTOX  contains  r.o  preseiValive,  and  will 
put  " life " into  puddings,  thus  providing  the  housewife  wilh  a really 
economical  and  deligh  fu!  adJition  to  her  kitchen  stocks. 

Recipe  No.  5. 

MARMALADE  PUDDING. 

4oz.  Shredded  Sutox.  J teoapoouful  C.W.S.  baking 

4oz.  orange  marmalade.  powder. 

8oz.  breadcrumbs.  A little  milk. 

2 eggs. 

Mix  tire  suet  (C.W.S.  Shredded  Sutox).  breadcrumbs, 
baking  p-wder,  .and  .a  pinch  of  cult  well  together.  Beat  the 
eggs,  add  the  marmalade  (the  C.W.S.  marmalade  in  specially 
recommended),  and.  when  well  mixed,  stir  them  into  the  dry 
ingredients.  Boat  the  mixture  lightly,  and  if  at  all  stiff  iTrld 
a little  milk.  Turn  into  a buttered  basin  or  mould,  cover 
with  greased  paper,  aud  steam  for  2j  to  ‘2i  hours.  Serve 
with  marmalade,  cornflour,  or  other  suitable  saurc.  As 
excellent  light  pudding. 

Recipe  No.  6. 

ROLY-POLY  PUDDING. 

5oz.  Shredded  Sutox.  2oz.  breadcrumbs. 

l^oz.  flour.  Cold  water  and  lemon  juice. 

Mix  the  crumbs  well  up  with  the  suet  (C.W.S., Shredded 
Sutox).  sift  them  with  flour,  add  a pinch  of  salt,  then  put  in 
gradually'  about  a gill-and-a-ludf  of  water,  and  a teaspoon/ ul 
of  lemon  juico,  mixing  to  a firm  paste.  Flour  board  and  pin 
evenly  and  lightly,  roll  the  crust  out,  (bid  in  three,  turn  ijust 
as  for  flaky  pastry),  roll,  and  fold  again,  then  roll  out  for  use. 
This  will  make  two  moderate-^ zed  puddings,  which  should 
be  steamed  for  2)  hours  each.  When, steaming  use  a g ream'd 
paper  first,  next  the  crust,  then  tie  in  a thin  cloth,  and  cook 
in  a steamer  large  enough  to  take  your  pudding  easily. 


The  C.W.S.  3-Wheeler 


On  view  at  C.JV.S.  Showrooms,  Manchester  and  Newcastle, 
where  the  Federation  Motor  Bicycle  can  be  seen. 
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MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


fCOlutrsPONDENTS  ore  requested  lo  write  In  Ink.  on 
cds  tide  ol  (lie  paper,  distinctly  nod  briefly,  stating 
ogc,  sex,  occupation,  r.nd  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
" noma-de-plume " or  Initials,  but  also  giving  real 
comes  ond  addresses  os  proof  ol  good.Iaith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  be  con- 
eidc-rcd.  Address,  " Tim  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  News," 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester. J 


“ TAii.onF.ss.”— Mv  reply  to  your  qujry  is  : 
“ Hardly  likely.” 

“Democrat”  is  requested  to  repeat  the 
substance  of  his  first  letter  re  “nervous- 
ness, &c.” 

“ Peebles.” — T think  you  should  consult 
your  panel  doctor;  your  symptoms  are  not 
as  simple  as  they  seem  to  you. 

“ Seminal.”— The  left  normally  hangs 
lower  than  the  right.  There  is  no  special 
cause.  A well-fitting  suspensory  bandage 
may  be  advisable. 

Do  Tomatoes  Cause  Cancer?  (“  C.-on- 
M.”). — There  is  no  proof  that  the  eating 
of  tomatoes  is  likely  to  predispose  to  the 
development  of  cancer. 

Myalgia  (“  Sufferer  ”).— Pest  and  warmth 
are  advisable;  blit  one  of  the  best  methods 
of  treatment  is  by  Turkish  bath,  repeated 
in  three  or  .four  days;  and  th6  drug  most 
useful  is  salicylate  of  soda,  in  10-grain  doses 
taken  in  water  three  times  a day. 

Pii.es  — after  Operation  (“  Anno 
Domini”).— It  is  unusual  for  there  to  be 
any  “ outside  tag,’-’  which  is  usually  re- 
moved at  the  operation,  and  might  be  re- 
moved now  at  a second  operation,  about 
which  you  should  consult  your  doctor. 

Dizziness  (i:Beeston  Hill”). — I agree 
with  you  that  your  symptoms  are  probably 
due  to  eye  trouble,  and  would  advise  you 
to  consult  a good  ophthalmic  surgeon,  not 
a inere  “oculist”  or  spectacle  dealer,  with 
a view  to  getting  fitted  with  proper  glasses. 

“ Disturbed.” — You  omit  to  state  the 
age  of  the  patient — a very  important  thing 
— and  as  a personal  examination  of  the  urine 
is  advisable,  and  you  say  he  can. have- the 
sendees  of  his  club  doctor  free,  1 think  it 
will  bo  best  to  consult  him  and  act  upon  his 
advice. 

“ Slatine  ” (neversed)  (“D.  A.  H.”). — 
Ameniia  is  probably  your  girl’s  trouble — for 
■which  the  following  medicine  would  do 
good: — Citrate  of  quinine  and  iron,  2 
divaolnns;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms; 
water  to  8 ounces.  One  Tablespbouiful 
three  times  a day. 

Flatulent  Dyspepsia  (“Wind”). — Avoid 
indigestible  food,  take  plenty  of  out-of- 
doors  exercise,  and  to  relieve  the  flatulence 
after  a meal  take  a capsule  containing  one 
drop  of  oil  of  peppermint  and  one  drop  of 
liquid  carbolic  acid.  Any  good  druggist,  will 
supply  you.  See  reply  to  “Magneto.” 

“Bosco.” — I don’t  think  the  local 
“ numbness  ” has  much  significance,  relief 
from  wliic-h  might  be  obtained  bv  bathing 
thq  part  with  hot  fomentations.  It  is  good 
to  know  that  your  wife  “ always  insists 
upon  reading  the  Medical  Beplies  before 
anything  else  in  the  ‘ Co-operative  News.’  ” 


“ CoopEn  O.  Fyfe.” — Try  this  medicine 
for  two  or  three  weeks  at  a time: — Tinc- 
ture of  nux  vomica,  2 drnckms;  tincture  of 
hyoseyamus,  2 drocluns;  compound  tincture 
of  rhubarb,  2 drachms;  liquor  potassa.  30 
minims ; water  to  8 ounces.  One  table- 
spoonful  three  times  a day.  Thanks  for 
good  opinion  of  the  Medical  Column. 


Senility  (“A.  P.”). — At  78  years  of  age 
your  mother’s  symptoms — feeble  digestion, 
pain  after  food,  trembling,  and  such — are 
probably  due  to  general  senile  feebleness. 
The  article  you  refer  to  is  of  no  help  to  her, 
and  all  you  can  do  is  to  keep  her  on  milk 
diet,  and  you  might  find  the  medicine  re- 
commended for  “ Double  F.”  helpful. 

Acute' 'Rheumatism,.  Followed  by  Val- 
vular Disease  of  thf.  Heart  and  Dropsy 
(“  G.  H.  N.”). — This  is  a serious  condition, 
and,  as  I presume,  the  boy  is  still  " under 
the  doctor.”  it  is  not  a iv.se  for  my  inter- 
ference. The  heart  condition  is  likely  to  bo 
permanent — though  some  improvement  in 
the  symptoms  may  be  expected  in  a boy  of 
nine  years — with  rest  and  patience  and 
obedience  to  the  doctor’s  recommendations. 


“ M.  C.  M.,  age  eighty,  Femina.” — Noises 
in  cars ; gn?at  weakness  and  lassitude ; 
headaches;  drum  of  left  ear  perforated, 
causing  deafness;  chronic  neuritis;  chronic 
gastritis;  bronchial  catarrh,  and  gout; 
slight  asthma.  Ac.  Such  is  the  list  of ’your 
symptoms,  which  at  eighty  years  of  age,  I 
fear,  are  beyond  the  cure  which  you  ask  for 
— not  even  from  “ Aspirin” — and  I fear  you 
i\uist  continue  to  “ grin  and  bide*”— at 
eighty ! 

Double  Vision  (“  Never  Despair  ”). — I 
cannot  add  much  to  what  I said  in  a pre- 
vious reply  re  this  defect,  which  is  really  in 
live  brain.  Yotir  treatment — of  abstinence 
from  too  much  food  of  any  kind,  especially 
meai,  taking  no  alcohol  nor  tobacco,  and 
plenty  of  out-of-doors  exercise — is  the  best 
yon  can  do.  especially  in  a man  born  in 
1830 — eighty-5  ix  years  ago!  Thanks  for 
your  commendation  of  our  medical  replies 
as  “straight  to  the  point.” 

“ SuxsniNE.” — The  work  of  a “ children’s 
nurse”  is  not  so  simple  and  easy  as  you 
seem  to  think,  and  the  work  of  trainine'for 
it  is  tedious  and  trying,  involving  at  least 
three  years’  residence  and  continuous  service 
in  n hospital.  But  if  you  really  want  to 
enter  upon  :t.  you  should  offer  yourself  as 
a “ probationer  ” to  the  matron  of  some 
.?,sP11ta*  "here  nurses  are  trained,  and  wait 
till  there  is  a vacancy  upon  her  list  of  pro- 
bationers. lour  own  doctor  might  help  you 


m this. 


“ Tuffnell.” — (1)  The  “scurvy”  you 
describe  is  "probably  due  to  “dandruff.,”  for 
which  frequent  brushing,  especially  with  a 
hard  brush,  is  often  harmful.  Try  the  daily 
application  of  this  ointment: — Precipitated 
sulphur,  1}  draelmis;  cocoa  butter,  2J 
drachms;  castor  oil,  4 drachms;  should  the 
hair  be  falling  out  add  tincture  of 
cantharides.  J drachm.  (2)  “ Nits  ” can  he 
destroyed  by  liquid  paraffin,  applied  care- 
fully, away  from  a light,  allowed  to  dry,  and 
repeated  if  necessary. 


“ Pelaw.” — (1)  Your  mother  of  seventy- 
three  years  of  age  is  not  likely  to  recover 
completely  from  the  symptoms  you  detail — 
though  you  might  try  douching  the  nostrils 
with  hot  salt  and  water  night  and  morning, 
'ihe  “faintness”  and- palpitation  are  prob- 
ably owing  to  lraart  weakness,  and  should 
be  treated  by  the  patient  lying  down,  with 
the  head  slightly  raised.  (2)  Your  sister’s 
condition  is  the  result,  of  the  debility  result- 
ing. from  the  old  lup  disease — and  both 
patients  will  require  a good  deal  of  patience 
and  careful  nursing  and  dieting. 


Emphysema  (“Cymro”).  — You  give 
neither  your  age,  occupation,  nor  personal 
history  of  the  case.”  I agree  with  jour 
doctor  that  “ emphysema  cannot  l>e  cured.” 
As  to  “ what  medicine  I would  recommend.” 
I can  only  say  that  there  is  no  special  medi- 
cinal treatment  that  is  likely  to  benefit  it — 
and  as  I presume  you  are  advanced  or  ad- 
vancing in  years,  that  very  little  can  be  done 
to  arrest  its  progress  beyond  protecting 
yourself  against  further  attacks  of  bronchitis 
and  loading  as  careful  and  hygienic  a life  as 
you  can . 


Nervousness  (“  Democrat  Among  the 
causes  of  nervousness  may  bo  cited  a 
sedeutary  occupation  ; severe  and  protracted 
application  to  business  or  literary  pursuits ; 
extreme  anxiety;  costiveness;  disorder  of 
the  functions  of  the  digestive  ergons;  or 
indeed  whatever  greatly  enervates  the 
general  system.  In  some  cases — such  as 
yours  probably — -considerable  discernment 
on  the  part  of  the  doctor  is  necessary  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  the  malady  is 
really  of  neivous  origin,  or  the  result  of 
some  latent  disease.  A special  feature  of  a 
nervous  patient  is  that  he,  or  she,  is  usually 
■worse' in  tfft  morning  and  gradually  grows 
better  as  night  approaches — being  then  more 
cheerful  and  more  active  and  often,  able  to 
sit  up  late  and  enj'cy  life  better  at  night  than 
m the  morning  (I  wonder  if  this  applies  to 
.you,  “ Democrat  ”),  whereas  the  person 
suffering  from  actual  disease  is  often  more 
comfortable  in  the  morning,  but  becomes 
fatiorued,  feverish,  and  restfoss  towards 
night.  Excessive  “ nervousness  ” is  often 
the  result  of  overwork,  qnd  in  some  cases  it 
is  an  actual  health  preservative  --because  it 
drives  the  sufferer  to  rest.  Among  the 
symptoms  of  “ nervousness  ” are  depression 
of  spirits,  irresolution,  timidity,  general 
irritability,  restlessness,  sometimes  pains  in 
the  head  and  shooting  pains  in  different 
parts  of  the  body,  with  restless  nights  and 


geneml  debility.  (Thus  nervousness  is  not 
the  “ nothing-”  it  is  often  regarded.) 


Among  the  rules  for  treatment  Tire  (1) 
Avoidance  of  excitement  and  emotional  dis- 
turbanoe;  (2)  To  take  rest  proportional  to 
tile  labour,  whether  physical  of  mental  • (3) 
To  avoid  worry  and  umioccssarv  Labour ’and 
over-taxing  of  the  brain ; (4)  Cure  of  consti- 
pation ; (5)  Plenty  of  open-air  exercise 
From  this  you  will  see  that  drug  treatment 
is  not  regarded  as  of  much  curative  value 

— in  spite  of  all  the  advertisements the 

moat  dependable  treatment  being  liygienio 
living  and  common-sense  health  precautions. 
I should  be  glad  to  hear  from  .you  arnin  re- 
garding your  condition. 


EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES— NOTE. 


MOSES  BARITZ. 

Tli!  well-known  lecturer  on  Music  and  Opera, 


is  now  booking  lor  the  coming  session  hi 

UNIQUE  CONCERT-LECTURES. 

Special  Grynophone  Records  by  the  world’s  greatest 


Artistes  in  Grand  Open.  AD  Records  in  English. 
Term.  Sc..  C.W.S.  CONCERT  DEPT..  Manehaler. 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOa  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
O-F  QUALITY 

and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTEE 
Si  ALLIED  WORKERS-Thc  N.U.D.A.W. 


“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Re»4»bl;  Trsds  Unite 
Leper.  Published  fortnightly 
Saturdays).  Price  2d., 

branch  secretaries,  or  3d. 

port  free  from  Central  Orace-— 
'Oailey,"  \VUnuhw  Hold. 
FallowScld.  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


APPLICATIONS  ore  invited  for  (ho  position  ol  MAN- 
AGER lor  the  Wheatsheat  Works,  Leicester;  the 
applicant,  in  addition  to  having  a wide,  general  com- 
mercial experience  ond  a knowledge  of  the  leather 
market,  must  be  thoroughly  conversant  with  tho  best 
organised  motbods  and  systems  of  present-day  produc- 
tion of  Leicester  goods;  o liberal  salary  will  ho  paid. — 
Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  and  salary  re- 
quired, and  endorsed  " Leicester  Works'  Manager,’’ 
to  be  addressed  to  the  Drapery  Committee,  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society,  1,  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  Dot 
laler  than  July  3rd  next. 


Confectionery  foreman.— wanted,  thoroughly 

practical  MAN,  experienced  in  all  branches  ol 
the  trade,  up-to-date  machinery,  and  control  ol  men; 
none  but  first-class  men  need  apply. — Apply,  stating 


FARM  BAILIFF. — Wanted,  smart  MAN  to  manage 
farm  of  170  acres;  half  arable;  must  be  tho- 
roughly practical,  competent,  and  possessing  know- 
ledge of  cropping,  milk  producing,  and  good  disci- 
plinarian.— State  wages,  age,  and  references  to  Box 
' Co-operative  News.”  Manchester. 


Grocery  and  provisions.— smart  man  (about 

25)  Required;  must  have  good  all-round  know- 
ledge; N.U.C.O.  scale.— Apply,  Sec  rotary,  Co -operative 
Society  Ltd.,  Sittingbourne. 


MANAGERESS  Wanted  for  Cafe  shortly  to  be  opened 
in  iMancfleld. — Apply,  giving  full  particulars  of 
previous  experience,  age,  and  wages  required,  to  Oo- 
operative  Society  Ltd.,  Mansfield. 


TOTTINGTON  DISTRICT  COOPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED.— Wanted,  MANAGER  Iot  Bakery  De- 
partment; up-to-date  and  well-appointed  bakery;  weekly 
output  about  16  sacks.— Applications,  stating  age,  wage, 
and  qualifications,  to  reach  the  Society's  Office  not  later 
than  Monday,  J ill  y 3rd. 


Till-;  P.  lerlx. rough  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

quire  the  cervices  of  a smart  JUNIOR,  age 
IE-19,  as  ASSISTANT  to  the  Gents’  Outfitting  Deport- 
ment; must  be  a good  stockkcoper  and  have  know- 
ledge of  window-dressing;  good  opening  Jar  suitable 
man;  wages  34s.  to  39s.,  progressive.— Full  particulars 
cf  experience,  nge,  Ac.,  to  Committee,  Park-road. 
OTTINGTON  DISTRICT  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED.— Wanted,  MANAGER  for  tho  Butcher}' 
Department ; 1,800  members;  good  opening  for  capable 
man. — Aipphcatioras,  stating  age,  wage,  and  qualifica- 
tions, to  reach  tho  Society's  Oflico  not  later  than 
Monday  next.  July  3rd. 


WANTED,  ASSISTANT  for  Grocery  and  Provision 
Department;  smart,  up-to-date,  thoroughly  re- 
liable; to  do  part  travelling. — Apply,  stating  ago  wage, 
married  or  single,  giving  copies  of  references,  not 
later  than  July  6th,  to  Manager,  Co-operative  Society, 
Windermere. 


WANTED,  competent  MANAGER  for  the  Tailoring 
and  Outfitting  Department,  doing  a trade  of 
£9,000  per  annum;  membership  6, (XX);  must  be  capable' 
cutter  ond  buyer;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wages;  splendid 
opening  for  n smart  and  up-to-date  man. — Written 
applications,  slating  age  ond  experience,  to  bo  6ent 
to  tho  Castleford  Co-o|x‘ralive  Industrial  Society  Ltd., 
78,  Carlton-strect,  Castleford,  to  arrive  not  later  than 
Monday,  July  3rd,  endorsed  “ Outfitting." 
'V7STANTGD,  a competent  BEEF  and  PORK 
7 T BUTCIIER ; able  to  manage  a branch  shop. — 
Apply,  staling  age,  wage,'  and  experience,  by  letter, 
before  July  3rd,  to  the  Committee,  Kirkby-in-Ashfield 
Industrial  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Low  Moor-road, 
Eaat  Kirkby.  Notts. 


WANTED,  a thoroughly  capable  and  reliable  MAN- 
AGER for  Tailoring  and  Outfitting  Department 
doing  a trade  of  £20, COO  per  annum;  must  bo  a good 
organiser,  buyer,  and  disciplinarian;  none  but  first- 
class  men  need  apply. — Applications,  stating  wages, 
age,  and  full  particulars,  enclosing  copies  of  three 
testimonials,  and  endorsed  “ Tailoring  Manager,"  to 
he  sent  in  not  later  than  July  10th,  to  Brighouso  Dia- 
I riet  lr.dn-iri.il  S>  i.-iy  Ltd. , Ku.g---lr.-et,  Brigiiou-.-. 
XTfTANTED.  nTYOUTlfr  age  18  to  20,  aa  an  IM- 
? 7 PROVER  for  the  Outfitting  Department;  one 
who  lias  had  some  previous  experience  in  the  trade; 
N.U.D.A.W.  scale  of  wages. — Anply  by  letter,  stating 
age,  experience,  enclosing  oopiew  of  testimonials  (which 
will  not  be  returned),  to  the  Groat  Grimsby  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Ltd.,  123,  Freeman-street*;  Grimsby. 

ANTED,  MANAGER  for  Tailoring  Department; 
must  ho  expert  cutter,  smart  salesman,  with 
full  supervision  of  workrooms;  only  first-class  men 
need  apply. — Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  and 
wages  required,  with  two  references,  to  be  addre£«*xl 
t . the  Secretary,  Wigan  and  District  Equitable  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Standishgate,  Wigan,  and  to 
arrive  not  Inter  than  July  lfith- 


\TORK  EQUITABLE  INDUSTRIAL  SOCIETY  LTD  - 
BAKERY  DEPARTMENT. — Wanted,  firet-olaei 

PASTRY-COOK  and  CONFECTIONER;  male:  must  he 
used  to  high-class  work.— Apply  by  letter,  stating 
age  aid  experience,  end  enclosing  copies  of  recent 
testimonials,  to  22,  Hail  way -street,  York,  endorsed 
CortfeciKvier.”  to  be  received  not  later  than  July  3rd. 
ORK  EQlikABLE  INDUSTRIAL  SOCIETY  LTD. — 
BAKERY  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted,  first-class 
PIE-MAKER  and  BAKER;  male;  must  be  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  making  cf  small  and  raised  meat 


Apply  by  letter,  staling  nge  and  experience, 
and  enclosing  copies  of  recent  testimonials,  to  22, 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS.  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  ccy  distributive  department,  apply, 
JOHN  Turner,  General  Secretary.  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  - Step  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilks  House,  Malet-slreet,  London,  W.C.L 


A DVERT1SEB  desires  permanent  Berth;  qualified 
and  competent  OPHTHALMIC  OPTICIAN 


fompetent 

S.M.C.  and  F.I.O.);  keen  jewellery  salesn 
1 watchmaker  (at  present  managing 
cs  business);  is  open  to  consider  sui 
t berth;  will  consider  opening  up  new 
afraid  of  work  -Box  5.  " Cooperative 


BAEERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  lo  W.  BiXTTZLD,  General  Secre- 
tary, Aauljjme ted  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  end  Con- 
fectioner*. 67.  Sydaey-street.  London,  S.W. 

AKER  and  CONFECTION  i 


Foreman  grower  Seek*  post:  , 

glass  and  veg.  lands  pay;  well  up  j,’  ~ 

—WOOD,  3,  Council  House*,  Slieruujion,  N. .„  ,, 


YOUNG  BAKER  wishes  ’’  Pa&try."  bv  s p j. 

pipes,  louvre,  tool*,  n..  uid  h’v  \v>n(, 
second-hand;  price  .’—Box  11.  " OMWwr.it  n - ' 
iMaaohestcr. 


APARTMENTS. 


BARMOUTH.— Co-operative  visitors  aro  invited  t» 
Od.  .1  »,  STOKES.  IIIGH.ST,,  .1...  .Si 
get  their  favourite  brands  in  Gracerira  and  l'i  ,vl 

BRAD  WELL.  BUCKS. -Paving  G.u  t„  rv0.is 

country  place ; terms  mod.— Box  No  n 1 

1 Ma  a lu-.-l.-r, 

Brighton  - i-tunishk.d  apartments  ,\|r.  , 

1 At. :.i_  -.4.  Sydney-slreet.  “*  1 

DOI'GI.AS.— ••  Cl.ir.-mont,"  Locll  -,a,l„  Hr] 

Hotel  and  Boarding  E-dab. ; cloeo  1'iur  'h 
Amusements;  tel.  <•  Claremout."  Douglas. -Ur, a iLj 
C.  N.  Chadwick,  Proprietor. 

GL?K1 pus-  NORTH  ~ WALKS-PEXMAENMANVlu: 
PLAN  3IARIANDIR  " HOLIDAY  limit 

Eon  lor  80  eo -operators. — Write  Secretary.  * 


GT.  YARMOUTH.— BRD.  RES.  orTlEl)  & IIUKpT- 
cemnu;  nr.  tea.— Mrs.  JOHNSON,  "Alpha  li  u.  ] 

ixonhgnte- street. 1 

c ~Mr*-,  Baunss,  Aster  11  .,  . ' , 


jw|  ’"****'-•**■•"“»  v. — .«U-  OMIMS,  ASI 

i.  k.  Lu.ston-grove ; Aportnients;  hath 
and  amusements;  piano. 

N^KnnJL  “OL'DAY^CAllP.  HAMnilCioif 
EMSWORIH  — Near  Sussex  Const  and  South 
^wns Mmfortahly  I u r n i she d tents  and  hut,,  ,,niui 


,.  v“°.  '-',,,,,uriuuiy  iiirnisned  tents  and  hub  ern 
dining  and  social  hut;  tennis  court  and  large  ..,ou, 
individuals  and  families;  40*.  wok  inclusive 


" * * ■ ' M - Ml  - 

PENARTH  (Glam).— HOLIDAY  APAUTMUM.s  ,-,.q 
locality;  terms  moderate. -Airs.  Turrev,’  u? 
Windsor-road,  Pennrtb  '■ 


HYL.— Comfortable  APARTMENTS;  

terms  mod.— Mrs.  W.  Hough,  " Asbli’n  ■ 
W.irren-road.  Rhyl.  ' ' " 

SCARBOROUGH-NORTH  UI.IFF.-Tinuam ,’s  lkorJ. 
ing  House,  3,  Blenlieim-terrace.  UninU-rruultJ 
viow.  Liberal  cuisine. 


S0UT1ISEA.  near  South  Parade  l'ier-  Ikvird  Itisi. 

donee,  2j  guineas;  Bed  ond  Breakfast,  t, . ■. 
^>r.*yjr~^*r8-  JtMfs,  105,  Clarendon-n-od,  South -i-.i. 
C’USSEX  (near  St.  I canard's  Forest).-Ci»taig-  ApuU 
k ’ inente.— Wmpsox.  81.  St.  l.eonard’s  rd..  Il.  r:,ui„ 


Tl  f!  K S HOLIDAY  OAUP,  ROTII ESA ^ 

V*  ° ° • tej  • - -Upon  May  to  Septembtr 

minimum  terms,  35s.  woekly. -Apply,  Qunp,  UnllM 

uoaiH-mtiert  T*,, I, i . , t*  . •«  ..... 


Baking  Society  Ltd.,  12,  M’N’cil  street, 


Co -ope  rath 
Glasgow. 

WANTED.— All  Co-operative  Visitors  to  the  pepu. 

lar  Seaside  Resort  of  CLEETHORPFS  ore  is- 
vited  to  dine  at  the  Grimsby  Society’s  Co-opcralin 
CafC',  l'i.  High-street,  Oleelhorpe*.  Quality  ; S- rvi«; 
and  Prices  to  suit  all.  Largo  or  email  parll-s  ratered 
lor.  Closo  to  slutioD,  pier,  sands,  und  amusements, 


FNTERTAINERS. 


A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION, 

Wn.L  CARTER’S  " JIERR1E  MIMICS."  A I win 

a success.  Repertoire,  Ac.  Gala-,  Fites,  G.mJrn 
Parties  fully  supplied;  terms  moil.— 15,  Warwick  itrwl « 
Huhne,  Manchester.— Tel.  1163  Central. 


Margaret  murch  in  whole  kvimmi 

RECITALS  from  Dickens,  Shakespeare,  Ilarry 
Pain,  Teim  Hood,  Earnest  Jonee,  Ac.,  At,  Sun,;  ., r«l 


piaiw  interludes  by  JLARIAN  MURCH.  W.i 
Dates,  October  and  November,  Lincoln  mid  tho  North,— 
Higher  Brooks- lane,  Street,  Somerset. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Assistants.— paper  letter  and  figure  fit- 
ting KVsTGM.  2 . ..  u.plete; 

Primo  Co.^  27,  fclareiiilan-ri  -id,  P.larli^«il 


DE, 


CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  t 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  1:11 
special  terms  to  co-operative  soclctie  ■ 


special  terms  to  co-oixTativo  societies;  prices  "IT'1- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  nnd  ludute 
trail  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

FOR  SALE,  ’ a " Colfina  ” ONF-SACK  IIVNP 
ROTARY  DOUGH  MACHINE;  n.i  r.e«  ; m,.i.  n 
usa  onco  for  brenkdown.  Also  one  POTATO  PEELER; 
original  cctA  £32;  a?  new;  what  oilers?  AT.. 
Gardiner’s  MEAT  CHOPPER  and  SAUSAGE  MAC  HINE 
for  i«wor;  recently  overhauled  and  In  |»  r' . . i . ■ n- 
tion;  any  rea-ionublo  offtra  for  tin*  above  a><r|OiJ  — 
Send  oft  ora  to  General  Manager,  Co-opcr.itli"  I * 
Radstock. 

FOR  SALE,  by  retail  eoclety.-SIIIIIT>  IV--*' 
Union  Shirts,  lined,  C.W.S.  make;  unmarl  -l  u 
bought;  sires  3 to  9:  36'.  6d.  round;  6 d"i,/-n;  eairuMf* 
|ioid.  BOOT  LACKS  : Irulira’  anil  Gent.'-,  .Vj  m I -11 
inches;  • pair  tenfra,  1 zed  6 .!  ten  i'“r  . 
make;  " Dandy  ” hruiul;  6 boxes  eqinoty  a,  ..it-.!  - *• 

12  for  37s.  6d.;  25  for  75..;  Nunpte  !.•■>,  «■  . 
paid — Box  8.  **  Co-operativ  New.,”  Man<hedcr 

I- 710R  8ALE.  ARIEL  SIMPLEX,  with  KmglH  1 ' ”J  1 
; and  Siddesley  Deatey  M-b.r  Van*;  <ar  U-  ■ 
licence  paid  on  Ariel  for  1922. — For  furth-  r p*’1  I 

und  terms,  apply  to  General  Manager,  North- h ’ De- 
don  Co-Of^rrallve  Society,  202,  Ulgh-raid,  Wile  -.ra 
Green.  


M 


JlREKu— POCKET  RUBBER  ST  AMP  of  your  f an- 
addrezi ; olvo  particulara  of  money -m  Are g ! 
fie  agency.— E.  IHciiroiin.  8 and  9.  Scow  Hill,  I/-  -1 
iGNBTOS. — All  tyjxs  promptly  repaired  in  tv.  '■ 
four  hours;  wo  hold  a Urge  *t  «k  "l  l’--  ''  • 
makes,  and  the  mwt  varied  alock  of  l‘ 


— J.  W. 


M 


N.W.l.  Tele;.: 
umaglo  Husnu 
OTORS  FOR 
rry  ■20  c» 


breud  ' 


w 


.MILK  FI.i 


M^wraXir 

Ideal  Trade  Uni 


B 


1 Requires  SITUATION 

rol  stall  or  single-handed ; used  te> 
ovens;  disengaged  July  15th; 
t of  England  preferred. — ’’  W.  A.," 


B 


IR  AND  CXiN  FECTIONER.— Good  •!!■  round 
IN.  well  up  in  slibecie,  pies,  fancies,  and 
eeks  SrrUATIOX  in  good  -*riety ; turorsl  re 
; age  33;  single.— Box  7,  " Cooperative  News,” 


W' 


"THING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  DAKLRV 

- i CondiUooa.  *** 

d 1BB7. 

H 70NGB.  Th»  Bakery  Fitter,  Prodl-te-a- . 

»h»a  ln  Lred.  u,  Dig  \ 

e Js. «ed»  I-.du> trial  Co-opera Uv 9 t ■**■1 


CHESTER. 


E' 


RGCTIC.  tall  YOUNG  MAN,  keen  sokrraan  and 
ttracuve  rhop  and  window  drearer.  D»sur» 
i cj  FIRST  or  BRANCH  MANAGER  in  Grocery 
oririoo  or  Ger^ral  Stera;  9 years'  all-round 
wx- ; responsibility  welcomed  wjttj  sneiotj  in  any  t 
: h^gbrat  references.— Box  10,  •'  Ctb-operalivo  J 


Paftiec 


2 SO  ealere-J  for  Loncfit03’ 

- and  Teat  at  ihs  - 


C0-0PEBATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FC8EGATE  ST. 


=T 


Jrorl.  1022- 
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FULL  of 

energy 


HoVIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


OLID 

TYLISH 

“fSELE|S 

UNSHIKE  OR  Br*a<L 
TORM 


Addrets:  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BAllWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYQAKE  BRAHD  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN'  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Storc3  Ur  Ihi3  braud. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


YOUARENOT  g£JJ  IN  DYEINQ 


GETTING  the 


a CLEANING 


Unless  the  L.D.W.  are  doing  your  work- 

rX  CO-OPEBATIVE  SEBVICE. 

(Best  in  the  Country) 


LEICESTER  DYE  WORKS: 

Tel.  19SS.  Cardigan  St.,  LEICESTER. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLSUB  BINS  S SHOOTS 

are  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  Is  proved 
by  the  Increased  Repeat  Orders  that  are 
coming  in.  If  you  have  not  got  a Cata- 
logue, please  write  for  one. 
Manufacturers  and  fnrnlshers  of  Appli- 
ances for  “Excelda”  Check  System, 
that  has  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT. 


Oo-operatlyg  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Data 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  " Ecelo.i,"  " Climax,"  and  other  ChccY  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Rank  Accounts.  " 81  vlPLEX  " 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 

NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-ou-Tyue ; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


topi  liter  Sees  I Mias  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


ALL  THE  PLANT  IN 
THE  BAKERY. 


Bakery  Department 


: WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 


Head  Office:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE.  K1NGSWAY.  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  fou 

DIM  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinbursh. 


“b  a be  e s s — 'dfte  Reliable  Jiome  3)yes,  — ■ 

DRUMMER 

*n  25  shades-  &n  b® 

JLJ2  A jL/)3  bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

S:;,  : lor  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDCES.  BOLTON; 

■ ■ Makers  of  Edges'  "8)oUy  Slue"  d "SDolIu  Cream." 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 

ip 

A SPECIAL 
CHEAP  LINE. 

T.H.TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

Established  1887- 

Is  the  BOO©  jpr 

",  w Boys  w.  v • 

I SitiNtT : Rcli^bk-  1 

I r ; Best  Value  : ,r 

by  tk*  ^ 

Cromptoa  Boot"  .AVuiufons, 

IaSv  LL  NX , DiMvrcudjfi 


“CDe  Ideal” 


Ladies’ . Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Alovemcnt. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Alakers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BUBfiLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxrord  Shirtings,  Grandrdbs,  Flannelett:, 
Silesias,  Lioencttes,  Lustres.  & Silhete:n  Lining ; ; 
also  oi  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley,  133.  Man  -hosier  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pillur.  Tel.: Nat.onnl.Maac  i .-3ter, 3310, 

Registered  OTIice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FORCO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction.  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurcl).  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary.  Cooperative  Society,  Leioh,  Lancs. 
Telephone  323  Leigh. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystalsi 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  are  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

U4.WFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries'  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  fif 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  tor 

“Self-Help”  Br*“d.  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stampod.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing  - 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Lctk,  Staffordshire, 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Mnchluo  use.  Uoot-Oloslng 
Twist.  Tailors'  Uultoo-Oole  l'niat,  Ac.  Uludines 
IlootTjoops.  Skirt  Beltlug,  aud  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : TS*  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
anti  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  tbo  Lid. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  ami  Moat 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Uuion  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse:  8,  Withy  Grove,  Mauchcator. 


Thomson’s  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  M ils,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Solo  Agents:  Tlio 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Lid. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtiugs,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  & c. 


CO-OPEBATIVE  MAKE 


Sold  by  all 
Co-operativo 
Societies. 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


Pelaw  Polish 


******** 

* 

* 


STILL  SHINING.  1 

? * 

* 

>**s*****^****»******^  *********  *******  ***************************  ******************************** 
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ADD  “ SUTOX 


99 


to  your  MILK  PUDDINGS. 


JiffVLY  1,  192^1 

Ask  your  Store  Manager  to  obtain 
particulars  of  the  


FEDERATION  MOTOR  CYCLE] 

Fitted  with  2?-h.p.  J.A.P,  Engine. 


1 “AJAX”  OATS 

and 

“CREMO”  OATS 


are  popular  Porridge  Foods, 
prepared  by  the  C.W.S. 


Most  Nutritious. 


An  Ideal  Food. 


Makes  Bone  and  Muscle. 


! 


Ready  for  use  with  the  minimun 
of  cooking. 


| Co-operators  ! 

1 Ask  for  " CREMO  " OATS  or 
l “ AJAX  " OATS  and  keep  fit. 


_■  FRIABV^ 

r § 

(OS 

op 

Try  “ JENNIE " 

HERRINGS 
m TOMATO 


Packed  in  a useful  Glass 
Vase,  under  the  most 
: Sanitary  Conditions.  : 


The  Fish  eat  as  Fresh  as  when  they  came 
out  of  the  Sea. 


Herrings  in  Tcmatoes,  Is.  41*. 

This  Nao  Pack  is  the  first 
oj  its  kind  on  the  Brit'sh 
::  Market.  :: 


OBTAINABLE  ONLY  AT  C0-0?ERATIVE  STOBES- 


flAKEY' Pots*  Pans 

Shine 


RIGHT6 

Well 


/Voosewives’  Friend 

Mixcle  by  the  0W5  at  PELAW 


CMOKERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  C.W.S.  always. 


f ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
^ and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 


specialities.  Ask  £>r  it  in  your  local  shop. 


/CONGRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  the  best 
known  soaps — made  by  the  C.W.S.  for 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W.S.  flourish 
aud  grow. 


“ T>ELAW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  a 
-*•  shoe-shine  that  rivals  sunshine. 
Always  brilliant  and  bright.  The  shine  that 
won’t  come  off.” 


X/TKING  DYES  are  made  in  really  artistic 
T colours,  and  are  reliable  in  domestic 
use.  Ask  to  see  the  range  of  Viking  Dyes 
at  your  Store. 


FEDERATION  SELF-RAISING  FLOUR 
is  famous  in  the  Lancashire  district, 
and  housewives  proclaim  that  there  is 
" none  better”;  and  thafs  the  fact. 


{ 1 W C GOLD  FLAKE  Cigarettes 

V_-  • TV  ar<J  t|16  cjgaretl€s  to  asJ. 

for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  the  letters 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 


T'kEYONLY  SERGES  are  the  jiroductions 
r of  the  Buckfastleigb  Mills  of  the 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  vour  Stores. 
If  not,  why  not?  They  are  real  co-operative 
productions,  Al. 


CEE  t 


- the  WHEATSHEAF  UNOKi’W  KAlt, 
wh:cli  is  supplied  from  every  store  that 
is  co-operative.  Loyal  co-operators  should 
always  ask  for  Wheatsbeat  Underwear  and 
Hosiery. 


pOSTERS  for  educational  committees 
wishful  to  keep  the  co-operative  idea 
to  the  front  are  obtainable  from  the  C.W.S. 
Stationery  Department  at  Manchester.  Ask 
your  manager  to  make  inquiries. 


CER\  ICE  CYCLE  CARRIER  for  grocery, 
^ butche:ing,  and  bakery  departments^— 
made  at  the  C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley, 
Birmingham.  Co-operative  goods  should  be 
delivered  by  co-cperative  carriers. 


/^.LUES  in  cakes  of  all  sizes  are  prepared 
at  tho  C.W.S,  Glue  Works,  Pontefract. 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  glue — and  stick  no  other. 


|Vf  ANAGERS  WANTING  HELP  in  the 
iT*  delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  the 


C.Wr.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyaele}',  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  tho  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 


OPORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
^ the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  tho  C.W.S.  .SPORTS  CATA- 
LOGUE from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 


•*  fT'HE  PRODUCER  ” is  the  paper  for 
those  interested  in  the  business 
side  of  the  movement.  Ask  your  store  man- 
ager to  bo  shown  a copy.  It  costs  three- 
pence a month- -but  is  worth  more,  much 
more. 


W 


EALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
the  equipment  of  every  home.  Careful 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALTS— pleasant.  effective,  and  pure. 
These  are  specially  prepared  in  the  C.W.S. 
Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-Tvne. 


FURNITURE  for  every  home  is  made  in 
C.W.S.  factories  at  Manchester, 
Pelaw-on-Tyne.  Bristol,  and  Birmingham. 
When  you  buy  household  fittings,  inquire 
where  they  were  made:  if  they  <ome  from 
the  C.W.S.  works  they  are  reliable. 


TiOOTS  are  best  polished  when  polished 
with  PELAW'  POLISH — the  polish 
that  lessens  labour,  secures  the  durability 
of  tho  leather,  and  adds  to  the  reputation 
of  co-operative  productions.  Ask  for  Pelaw 
Boot  Polish  when  next  at  the  Store.  If  it 
is  not  in  stock,  give  a definite  order  for  its 
supply. 


FIRE  INSURANCE  policies  are  arranged 
x for  co-operator*,  by  the  Co-operative 
Insurance  Society  Ltd.,  which  lia$  ag.*mi">, 
in  all  co-operative  centres,  and  is  develop- 
u»g  a system  of  reaching  co-operators  every- 
where. Members  of  Guilds  are  specially 
invited  t©  see  that  Co-operative  Insurance  is 
discussed  at  Branch  meetings'  literature 
and  particulars  will  be  sent  on  application 
to  109,  Ccrporat ion-street,  Manchester. 


H N.B. — All  Coupons  must  bi 

attached  to  any  coniwuuici 
relating  thereto. 


curtl,  I 


C.W.S. 

DEVELOFMEITl 

BONDS 


Special  Notice  re 
Interest  Payment 
due  July  1st,  1922. 


REGISTERED  BONDS. 


Where  holders  have  an  account  wilt  I 
the  C.W.S.  Bank,  interest  (less  tax)  uiS  I 
be  credited  to  such  account,  aud  on  advice  I 
and  Certificate  of  Deduction  ol  Tax  \vj  f 
be  forwarded  to  Bondholders. 

Where  holders  have  no  account  will  I 
the  Bank,  the  interest  (less  tax)  will  h I 
remitted  with  a Certificate  of  Deduct;*  I 
of  Tax. 

In  the  case  of  Co-operative  Societies,  I 
the  interest  will  he  credited  to  their  accomli  | 
without  deduction  of  tax. 


BEARER  BONDS. 


It 


Bondholders  should  forward  their 
coupons  to  the  Bank  for  payment 
usual  way,  or  if  desired  they  may 
passed  for  collection  through  the  It 
Cooperative  Societies,  who  will  tti 


them  to  the  Bank  fer  verification.  U j 
ok  will  credit  the  Societies  with  ik  I 


Ba 


amounts  due  (less  tax),  after  wh'd  I 
Societies  will  pay  the  proceeds  to  holJtfi  | 
in  due  couric. 

^ N.B. — All  Coupons  must  be  securdf  I 
attached  to  any  coniminiiaitiWM 
relating  thereto. 


C.W.S.  BANK, 

1,  Balloon  Street,  MANCHESTER  I 


IF  YOU  HAVE  SAVINGS  | 
TO  INVEST 

ask  for  particulara  of 

C.W.S.  Deposit  Notes 

AND 

Individual  Deposit  Accounts. 


The  local  store  secretary 
can  supply  them. 


SOAP  OF  THE  C.W.S.  MAKE  | 
IS 


PURE  in  QUALITY 


‘ and  as  Economical  Cleanser 
tor  Household  Purposes. 


C.W.S.  TOILET  SOAPS. 

WONDERFUL  VALUE. 


C.W.S.  Tablcts — Glycerine  and 
Cucumber,  Oatmeal.  Parma 
VioLF.r,  Brown  Windsor, 
Glycerine  and  Oatmeal.  White 
Rose,  Wallflower,  Cold  Cream, 
&C.,  &c. 


Fnstad  4x4  LublWnsa  by  Ul«  Kmoui  C<K,rCjnn  Lcsisaiss  BOUXXZ  LUUTED,  a i>-rir  Office*.  Lee*  MJtglte,  VUec 


/ 


trfwn.  iirt  Jonimc  o,  awoci.tiS  Gnira-T.  July  0Jh.  1933/ 

THB  NOTTINGHAM  ELECTION.— See  Page  4. 


c.w.s. 

JAM 

— -IS 

THE  JAN 

For  Co-operators. 


i ask  for  . 
C.W. S.  JAM. 


^.^essehtB^  

D\  in  all  thincs.  charity  i$  ^ 

% Journal  of. Associated  Industry. 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 


FROM  THE  C.V&.  WOUCS 
AND  BUYABLE  OHLT 

at  — 


flo.  2,667.  No.  167.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  July  8,  1922. 


LOOK 

In  your  tin  of  C.W.S. 

Cocoa  for  the  Coupon 
which  entitles  you  to  a 

Free  Gift  of 
Chocolates 


Be  careful  that  your 
Cocoa  comes  from 
the  C.W.S. 


Coso : Bromas 
Silver  Badge 


These  are  the  : t 

Cocoas  with 
a Charm,  that 

please  the  youngsters 
ana  sustain  the  adults: 


C.W.S. 
COCOAS 

ARE  A 

Real  Food  Beverage 


Obtainable  Onl\/at  Stores 
that  are  Go-operative. 


Ask  this  week  for  C.W.S.  Cocos 
and  get  into  the 

Coupon  Collecting 
Habit. 


ADD 


SUTOX 

to  your 

milk  PUDDINGS. 


“THE  OLD,  OLD  STORY.” 

FORMER  NEWTON  ABBOT  SECRETARY 


Clarence  Charles  Popham,  aged  28, 
appeared  in  the  dock  at  the  New  toil  Abbot 
Police  Court,  on  Thursday,  charged  oil 
three  counts  with  stealing  sums  amount- 
ing in  all  to  £1,185 'from  the  Newton  Abbot 
Co-operative  Society,  of  which  lie  was 
secretary. 

Air.  Stuart  Richardson,  for  the  C'o-opera- 
tive  Wholesale  Society,  Manchester,  stated 
that  accused'  was  appointed  secretary  in 
June,  1921,  aud  when  he  took  over  the 
duties  he  initiated  certain  reforms,  alter- 
ing in  some  material  aspects  the  pro- 
cedure of  carrying  out  business  which  had 
hitherto  been  adopted  by  the  society. 
Although  lie  had  a clerk  under  him,*  the 
clerk  was  not  trusted  to  do  anything 
himself,  and  accused  had  all  books  and 
documents  in  his  own  possession.  The 
whole  of  the  documents  which  were 
material  to  the  charges  were  missing. 
When  the  half-yearly  audit  took  place 
certain  . discrepancies  and  irregularities 
were.fonndj  which  would  have  been  obvious 
to  a schoolboy,  for  there. were  false  entries 
and  also  errors  in  addition.  Accused  was 
a man  of  very  extravagant  ideas.  The 
solicitor  then  detailed’ the  mariner  in  which 
Popham 'obtained  possession  inf  the  money. 
In  one  instance  lie  was  authorised  to  pay 
£T  14s.  by  cheque  to  Messrs.  Harold 
Micbelmore  and  C’o.,  the  society’s  solicitors. 
That  amount  was  paid  in  cash  by  the 
society’s  cashier,  and  when  the  cheque 
arrived  at  the  bank  it.  was  payable  to 
Popham  lor'  £500,  and  Popham  got  the 
money.  

Evidence,  was  given  by  James  White 
[Weston-super-Mare), -th«  society’s  auditor. 

Mi.  li.  Lv  .o  Hut*‘hiuge.  who  defended, 
arid  plead*-!  godly,  >uid  it  m tlfc  old,  old 
story  of  a man  not  knowing  wheil'he  was 
well  off.  Accused' entered  into  a partner- 
ship- in  another  part  of  the  country,  into 
which  lie  had  to  pay  capital  and  more 
capital.  : He  was  threatened  with  legal 
proceedings  if  he  did  not  find  it,,  and  so 
lie  took  his  employers'  money.  He  was  a 
clever  fellow,  too  clever — a man  with 
ability  and  brains  whioh  had  !>e'en  mis- 
applied. This  case  would  probably  be  the 
death  of  his  mother;  and  his  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  lfist  November , was  ex- 
pecting a child  next  month. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Hutchings  remarked 
that  nobody  could  say  there  had  been  any 
slackness  on  the  part  of  the  committee  of 
the  society  in  this  matter.  Accused  did 
it  alone,  and  he  wished  no  reflection  of 
any  description  to  be  made  against  any- 
body else. 

Accused  was  sentenced  to  six  months’ 
imprisonment,  with  hard  labour,  on  the 
first  charge,  and  to  three  months’  im- 
prisonment on  each  of  the  other  two 
charges,  the  sentences  to  run  consecu- 
tively. 


TO  BUCKINGHAM. 


Delegates  at  the 
C.W.S.  divisional 
meeting  in  London 
on  Saturday  last 
presented  their 
congratulations  to 
Sir  Thoma  s B rod- 
rick  in  person ; but 
the  delegates  at 
the  general  meeting 
in  Manchester  fills 
week  will  not  be 
able  to  do  likewise. 
Sir  Thomas  has 
been  summoned,  to 
an  investiture  at 
Buckingham  Palace 
on  Saturday,  where 
he  will  “ receive 


Sir  T.  Bbodrick. 


the  accolade”  at  the  hands  cf  the  Kin^, 
or.  in  other  words,  will  have  the  rank  of 
knighthood  (so  far  only  officially  announced) 
conferred  upon  him  with  the  usual 
ceremony. 


Milk  at  4d.  per  quart  is  one  of  the  boons 
md  the  blessings  being  bestowed  on  local 
Members  bv  the  benevolent  Brooinhil! 


Middlesbrough  Society  has  1 •■■■  p 

he  town— black  and  yellow.  Peters 
hese  colour-,  measuring  120  inches  l.v  ' 
.nches.  ln*v^  t-oen  •Ti^piayod  throughout  tl 
TTNtxict.  An  arresting  co-operritive  messaf 
ipears  on  each  bill. 


SELLING  TEA  BY 

NET  WEIGHT. 

' QUESTION  OF  PROTECTING 

SMALL  PURCHASERS. 

The  Sale  of  Tea  Bill  was  considered  in  the 
House  of  ' Commons  on  Monday  night, 
writes  our  Parliamentary  correspondent. 
The  Government  . Bill  contains  a provision 
that  tea'  shall  not  l»  sold  retail  otherwise 
tliari  by  net  weight,  and  in  ounces  or  pounds 
or- multiples  of  ounces  and  pqgfuK  These 
provisions  do  not  apply  to  sales  of  less  than 
2qz.  of  tea.  Ini  the  interests  of  the  small 
consumers  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
have  sought  to  secure  an  amendment  in 
order  that  the  regulations  shall  apply  to  loz. 
packages. 

An  amendment  to  this  effect  was  mow'd 
from  the  Labour  Benches,  but  was  defeated 
by  165  votes  to  4(>.  The  Bill  was  read  a 
third  time. 

During  the  discussion  Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson 
said  the'  labour  members  feit  exceedingly 
grieved  that  the  Government  had  uot  met 
them  with  regard  to  the  amendment  put  for- 
ward. The  loss  to  the  poor  consumer  would 
be  very  severe.  He  suggested  that  the 
Minister  should  review  the  whale  situation 


* e mm- 


i THE  GENERAL  ELECTION. 


In  next  week’s  issue  of  this  paper 
we  propose  to  resume  our  articles 
dealing  with  the  constituencies  which 
are  to  be  contested  by  official  co- 
operative candidates  at  the  General 
Elation, . 

A preliminary  article  appeared  in 
the  •'  News " on  June  17th,  and 
the  series  was  disturbed  by  the 
intervention  of  the  East  Notting- 
ham election,  upon  which  co-opera- 
tive interest  had  then  to  be 
concentrated. 

Next  week’s  article  will  deal  with 

KETTERING  AND  Mr. 
A.  E.  WATERSON,  M.P. 


with  a view  to  having  some  amendment 
made  to  the  Bill  in  another  place.  If  the 
Bill  had  not  Been  carried  in  its  present 
form  and  the  trade  reverted  to  the  old  sys- 
tem. the  loss  to  the  consumer  in  the  country 
would  be  not  less  than  £3,587,000.  This 
was  why  they  supported  the  bill,  and  they 
regretted  that  the  Government  had  not  seen 
the  advisability  of  going  further  with  the 
measure. 

.The  fullest  credit  should  be  accorded  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  for  the  part  they 
have  taken  in  piessing  forward  this  ques- 
tion, culminating  in  the  present  Bill  being 
presented;  There  is  no  other  orgnnisaticn 
in  the  country  which  has  done  *so  much  to 
achieve  this  object.  Since  t he  lime  tl» 
pledge  was  given  during  Mr.  J.  R.  dynes 
regime  .as  Food  Controller  the  committee 
have  been  persistent  in  urging  the  import- 
ance of  protecting  the  interests  of  the  poorer 
consumers,  wljo  were  heavily  taxed  under 
the  old  system  of  weighing  the  jriickage 
with  the  tea.  The  co-operative  movement , 
by  secWtig  this  reform,  will  Jvuefit  jiot-only 
its  own  members,  but  the  whole  of  the  con- 
sumers of  the  country. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

quentlv,  ftpagt  from  their  ruled,  their 
application,  for  a loan  could  not  be 

Mr.  Graham  (director)  nhule  a similar 
statement  at  the  London  meeting. 

Some  of  the  delegates  objected  t->  the  re- 
mark that  the  A.E.l*.  did  not  bank  with 
the  C.W.S. 

At  a later  stage  of  the  meeting  Mr. 
Graham  stated  that  there  had  been  a 
serious  misapprehension  about  dm  A b.Jf. 

He  did  not  mean  the  branches  oft  Ftp'  A . Kv. 
‘i  lie  C W.S.~  Bank  luul  manv.  luv.-d  brain  lies 
„(  the  union  oho  note  goo,l  eu.tomer.  The 
central  executive  did  not  hunk  with  the 
C.W.S..  a ml  that  was  what  he  meant. 


RIGHTS  OF  THE  Fd'tiSS. 

dy 

QUESTION  OF  ATTENDING 

SOCIETIES'!  MEETINGS. 

Have  the  Press  a right  to  attend  thy 
business  meetings  of  co-o|K>rative  societi***? 

That  is  one  of  the  points  brought  out  in 
a case  which  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice 
Horridge  and  a jury,  two  of  whom  were 
ladies,  at  the  Kent  Assizes  on  Monday, 
June  26th. 

It  appears  that  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  C.  P. 
Wootton  (editor  of  the  “ Chatham  News  ”), 
who  is  a member  of  the  Gillingham  Society, 
attended  a meeting  of  the  society  oil 
December  ,20th,  and,  according  to  hi.> 
counsel,  took  notes  for  the  purpose  of  pub- 
lishing what  lie  thought  fit  ana  proper  for 
the  purpose  of  informing  his  follow- 
mem  ber$. 

The  president  of  the  society  (Mr.  S. 
Hore)  was  the  defendant.  He  occupied  tli« 
chair  at  the  meeting  in  question,  and  his 
attention  being  called  to  the  fact  that  tin* 
plaintiff  was  taking  notes  appealed  to  him 
to  desist.  Mr.  Wootton  persisted  in  re- 
porting what  was  being  said,  whereupon 
the  president  asked  him  three  times  to 
retire.  The  plaintiff  refused.  It  was  then 
that  the  president  gave  instructions  that 
Mr.  Wootton  should  be  escorted  to  tho 
door. 

The  plaintiff,  through  his  solicitors, 
afterwards  wrote  Mr.  More  and  the  society 
claiming  that  lie  had  a right  to  he  present 
at  the  .meeting  and  to  take  notes,  and  that 
his  ejectment  was  unjust  and  irregular. 
It  was  also  pointed  out  how  damaging  tin- 
incident  was  to  plaintiff’s  reputation,  and 
.demanded*  an  .apology  published  in  tin* 
••Chatham  News”  and  the  Observer,” 
and  a sum  of  £250  paid  as  damages. 

■ The  Judge,  iri’the  enurese  of  the  ,»io*eed- 
ings,  said  : ' 

There  is  n<y  doubt  a company  is  only 
bound  to  have  a meeting  of  its  members. 
If  they  like  to  have  the  Press  they  can 
do  so.  The  Press  have  no  right  Miere. 
Without  leaving  the  box 
the  jury  found  the  plaintiff  went  to  the 
meeting  as  a reporter  and  not  a9  a 
bona-fide  shareholder; 
that  his  conduct  was  not  aucli  as  to  lead  to 
a brearih  of  the  peace;  that  no  unnecessary 
violence  was  used  in  putting  him  out  : and 
that  he  had  sustained  no  damage. 

I lie  Judge:  You  must  give  -omo  sum. 
The  jury  then  assessed  the  damagf-  at  on  • 

The  Judge:  Tn  my  view  it  was  immn'trnl 
whether  lie  went  «s.n  icpnrl-.-i  or  a •din:-- 
hulder.  He  had  a right  n l.-e  there  lli  -i.  - 
fore  he.  is  entitled  to  his  farthing. 

A sum  of  £50  had  been  jwid  nil  • -uirt. 
and  the  Judge  ordered  tile  return  .f  £40 
19s.  ll$d.  to  the  defendant,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  Jd.  to  the  plaintiff  . 

There  was  tome  argument  as  t » edits, 
after  which  his  Lordship  saf.l  there  would 
be  judgment  for  the  deleivl.-int  o„  ;i  | !*-;* 
of  payment  into  court,  and  he  would  make 
no  order  as  to  costs. 

Mr.  Welch,  who  escorted  the  plaint ii: 
the  door,  was  originally  a co-deleridaut. 
but  lie  had  since  died. 


C.W.S.  AND  ENGINEERS’ 

DISPUTE. 

WHY  NO  LOANS  WERE  GRANTED. 

At  the  Loneaidiire  divisional  meeting; 
held  in  Manchester  oil  Suturdav.  Mr.  Hey* 
(Oldham  Equitable)  drew  ati-Mtiion  to  lira 
loans  made  to  miner-,  and  asked  why  the 
engineers  had  been  re»ti>"  I -unitor 
accommodation. 

Mr.  T.  Adams  iFiuan.f  Commit ••  • > who 
presided,  said  the  d-legate,  nnut  re-.  I ire 
that  tlio  C.W.S.  was  a banker,  nm|  that  if 
the  society*  did  not  get  ixiiritv  l-r  lonr* 
tlvey  would  condemn  the  dire -tor-  for  being 
business  inefficient*.  A deputation  tamo 
from  the  A.K.C.  on  April  15th  nod  -k  d 
for  an  overdraft  of  from  £250d»X)  to 
£500,000  in  connection  with  their  Impute. 
They  had  previously  been  to  tW  own 
bankers,,  trim  refused  ^ grant  ibetn  an  nd- 


[Contmued  at  foot  of  fnird  coiumn-j 
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THE  VICIOUS  CIRCLE  ONCE;,  AGAIN. 


HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  AFFECTED. 


BY  L.  BRIGHTON. 


Tub  co-operative  movement  has  never 
really  succeeded  iu  reaching  the  “ bottom  dog.” 
Speaking  generally,  the  majority  of  our  mem- 
hem  belong  to  the  artisan  class,,  or  to  the  small 
salaried  class,  and  very  little  imaginative  effort 
is  Called  for  in  ascertaining  just  why  it  is  that 
the  very,  nqor,  those  that  is,  who  live — or 
exist — bet  the  hare  subsistence  level,  do 

not  enter  me  movement.  Poverty  dries  up 
the  source  of  thrift.  If  proof  were  needed 
of  this  somewhat  sweeping  generalisation, 
a perusal  of  the  figures  provided  in  the 
“ People’s  Year  Book  ” for  1922  (page  59 — 
“C.W.S.  Progress”),  will  provide  it  in  abun- 
dance. From  the  year  1889  the  effectiveness 
of  tho  trade  union  movement  increased 
steadily  but  surely,  With  the  result  that  a 
gradual  but  continuous  improvement  in  wages 
and  conditions  was  , segued  for  an  ever-in- 
creasing army  of  wage  workers.,  This  upward 
tendency  was  also;  manifest  in  the  conditions 
of  clerical  and  supervisory  workers,  or  the 
small-salary  class.  Priof-  to  1889,  the  pro- 
gress of  the  co-operativ^  movement  as  reflected 
in  the  increase  of  members  belonging  to  tho 
C.W.S.  shareholding  societies,  and  the  con- 
sequent increase  ih  ‘&*Iiarq  capital,  net  sales, 
and  net  profit,  was  exceedingly  slow  ; but 
from  that  year  onwards' the  rate  of  increase 
was  accelerated,  and  membership  advanced 
by  leaps  and  bounds-Ht  state  of  affair^  which 
continued  right  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1920. 

A quotation  from  the  figures  of  “C.W.S. 
Progress  will  illuminate  the  point : — 


is  a crime  indeed,  but  a social  crime,  and  no 
amount  of  individual  effort  can  remove  its 
evil  incidence.  Those  co-operators  who  see 
no  use  in  political  action,  who  continually 
decry  the  ‘Co-operative  Party,  would  do  well 
to  reflect  upon  the  effect  of  low  wages,  unem- 
ployment, and  short  time,  which  these  evils 
produce' ' in  relation-  to  the  balance  sheets  of 
both  retail  aiid  wholesale  societies.  Already, 
in  the  space  of  two  years,  over  five  hundred 
million  pounds  sterling  of  purchasing  power 
has  been  taken  from  the  organised  workers  : 
and  the  end  is  not  yot.  In  almost  every 
branch  of  industry  wuges  are  still  slithering 
down  the  greasy  pole  towards  that  “ economic 
level  ” which  is  the  aim  of  private  enterprise. 
That  level  is  a bread  and  margarine  level, 
and  such  a level  acts  with  deadening  effect 
upon  tho  sales  of  a thousand  and  one  com- 
modities. Expenses  are  high,  fifties  are  low, 
and  <yoret  feature  of  all,  the  erstwhile, steady 
flow  of  new  capital  from  undrawn  dividends, 
has  become  a mere  dribble,  with  a correspond- 
ing check  upon  the  materialisation  of  projected 
schemes  of  expansion,  rendered  doubly  effec- 
tive through  a constant  drain  on  past  accumu- 
lated capital. 

Complete  Stagnation. 

In  some  districts  things  arc  in  a state  of 
complete  stagnation.  Black  ruin  stares  whole 
communities  in  the  face,  and  with  many 
thousands  of  pounds  of  bad  debts  hung 
around  their  necks  some  societies  will  have  to 


Year 

Number  of  Members 
in  C.W.8. 

Share 

Net 

Net 

Average 

Ended. 

Shareholding 

Capitals 

Sales. 

Profits. 

Dividend. 

Societies. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

in  pound* 

1889  . 

. 679,336  .. 

342, 21S  .4 

7,028,944 

..  101,984 

..  3Jd. 

10  years. 
1899  . 

. 1,179,609  .• 

*821,224  .. 

14,212,375 

*.  286,250 

..  4d. 

10  years. 
1909  . 

. 1,925,517 

1,657,305  .. 

25,675,938 

..  549,080 

..  - 4d. 

10  years. 
1919  ^ 

. 3,088,136  .. 

3,898,134  .. 

89,349,318 

..  31,183 

.4  _ 

The  above  table  covers  a period  of  advancing 
wages,  and  a general  improvement  in  economic 
conditions.  The  war  period — 1911-1919 — 
was  responsible  for  751,676  new  members, 
and  nearly  £2,000,000  new  capital,  held  by 
the  C.W.S*  During  the  whole  of  that  time 
unemployment  teas  practically  unknown — a 
positive  proof  that  poverty  is  by  no  means  an 
agency  of  progress,  as  some  people  would  have 
us  believe,  but  that  so  far  as  co-operation  is 
.concerned,  the  contrary  is  the  truth.  With 
John  Ruslcin  wo  might  well  insist  that  “ Em- 
ployment is  the  half,  and  the  primal  half,  of 
education.  It  is  the  warp  of  it  ; and  the  fine- 
ness or  the  endurance  of  all  subsequently  woven 
patterns  depends  wholly  on  its  straightness  and 
strength 

Thrift  and  Mutuality. 

The  primal  half  of  lhe_  co-operative  appeal 
is  that  of  thrift  achieved'  through  the  principle 
of  mutuality.  Mutuality  depends  upon  a 
reciprocal  giving  and  receiving.  That  which 
must  he  given  is  loyalty,  before  any  receiving 
so  far  as  benefits  are  'concerned  is  possible, 
and  the  plain  fact  of  the  present  situation  is, 
that  large  numbers  of  members  am  not  be  loyal 
if  they  would.  It  is  of  no  use  to  blink  at  the 
fact.  Large  sections  of  the  community  are 
struggling  to-day  in  a desperate  attempt  to 
keep  body  and  soul  together,  and,  although 
the  movement  is  injured  by  a refusal  to  trade 
even  up  to  the  small  capacity  of  those  sections, 
we  can  afford  to  have  sympathy  with  those 
whose  economic  position  compels  them  to 
go  to  the  cheapest  market  and  buy  the  poorest 
kinds  of  commodities.  It  is  a Commonplace 
that  co-operation  does  not  function  successfully 
for  the  great  submerged.  They  have  nothing 
to  give.  Their  whole  energies  are  concen- 
trated on  tho  problem  of  satisfying  urgent- 
material  needs,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
although  their  poverty  is  by  no  means  self- 
induced,  they  Tire  ashamed  to  reveal  it,  and  so 
resort  to  furtive  methods  of  purchasing  their 
necessaries.  And  so  it  often  happens  that  the 
once  proud  and  loyal  co-operator  who  is  now 
reduced  to  the  relief  ticket  issued  by  Boards 
of  Guardians,  literally  sneaks  off,  ashamed 
and  demoralised,  to  deal  at  some  corner  shop, 
removed  from  the  place  of  dwelling.  Poverty 

• "Quobn  ot  tho  Alt.'1 


struggle  to  pay  interest  upon  share  capital. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  whole  move- 
ment must  wake  up.  There  should  be  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a religious  revival. 
Are  we  to  sit  down,  and  by  our  inactivity 
become  partners  in  this  crime. of  the  devitali- 
sation  of  millions  of  people  ? Is  our  move- 
ment to  be  ruthlessly  sacrificed  to  the  policy 
of  the  smug  individualist,  with  his  pernicious 
principle  ofj*  devil  take  the  hindmost  ” ? 

Tho  Co-operative  Party  stands  for  the  end 
of  exploitation,  and  seeks  to  substitute  for 
tho  present  unstable  system  of  competition 
and  individualism  a stable  and  humane  system 
of  co-operation.  If  this  bo  so,  and  it  is,  why 
then  should  we  bo  afraid  ? Politics,  after  all, 
as  J.  M.  Robertson  so  aptly  puts  it,  is  tlic 
“sum  total  of  the  strife  of  wills  upon  the 
ground  of  social  action.”  Let  us  then  hove 
the  will  to  realise  the  glorious  conception 
of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth,  and  to 
take  all  steps  that  arc  necessary  to  stop  the 
rot  in  our  social  life.  A still  further  decline 
in  purchasing  power  means  tho  impoverish- 
ment- of  co-operative  enterprise,  and  those 
wba  stand  aside  are  unconsciously  aiding  and 
abetting  the  work  of  demolition. 


OUTCAST  MINERS  AGAIN 

IN  THE  TRENCHES. 

HEROES  WHO  FOUGHT  FOR  US  LEFT  TO  STARVE 


A NATION’S  SHAME. 


BY  ALEX.  MILLER  (An  Ex-Service  Miner). 


Three  - hundred  - and  - fifty  - thousand 
miners  fought  in  the  trenches  during  the  war 
and  many  of  them  died  defending  their  country. 
The  bravery  and  courage  displayed  by  the 
miner  in  the  trenches,  his  contempt  for  danger 
and  defiance  of  death,  his  stamina  and  almost 
superhuman  endurance  were  a source  of 
strength  to  his  friends,  and  a terror  to  his 
enemies.  This  is  no  exaggeration.  Millions 
saw  the  British  miner  in  the  weird  surroundings 
of  battlefields  and  admired  him,  and  the 
country  was  proud  of  his  heroism.  And, 
indeed,  it  would  be  a task  of  the  greatest 
pleasure  and  pride  to  write  about  the  miner’s 
distinguished  war  record,  had  it  hot  been  for 
one  discordant  feature  in  this  glorious  chapter 
of  Britain’s  fame.  The  fact,  is  that  while =t he 
miner  gave  his  blood  and  life  to  his  country's 
cause  freely  and  disinterestedly,  his  master 
hoisted  the  banner  of  self-interest  beyond  the 
national  flag,  and  demanded  that,  his  profits 
should  be  guaranteed  before  ho  helps  to  save 
tlie  nation.  Besides  this,  in  view  of  the  present 
industrial  developments,  one  cannot  reflect 
upOn  the  miner’s  war  record  without  wonder- 
ing as  to  the  ultimate  fate  of  this 'national  hero 
who  deserves  so  well  of  his  country.  For, 
to  put  the  matter  in  plain  words,  the  miners 
are  in  the  trenches  again — a million  of  them 
tliis  time — fighting  the  grimmest  battle  ih  their 
lives  against  injustice  and  greed. 

Below  Pre-War  Wages. 

It  is  admitted  by  the  press  that  the  wages 
of  the  Lancashire  miners  are  below  the  pre-war 
standard  already  ; but  the  Lancashire  coal- 
field is  not  the  lowest-paid  in  the  country. 
Besides,  being  a Lancashire  miner  myself,  I 
can  testify  that  my  conditions  of  living  and 
work  (with  the  exception  of  the  working  hour's) 
are  those  that  prevailed-twenty-five  years  ago. 

The  question  that  occupies  the  mind  of 
every  miner  in  the  country  to-day  is  why  he 
is  being  excluded-  from  the  pale  of  civilisation 
and  outlawed  ? For  comparing  the  conditions 
on  which  he  works  to-day  to  those  prevailing 
in  other  trades,  he  sees  that  while  the  whole 
community  tries  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
requirements  of  1922,  he  alone  has  been  forced 
back  to  the -conditions  of  1900,  and  unless 
something  unexpected  happens,  he  will  find 
himself  within  the  next  few  months  in  the 
middle  of  the  last  century. 

This  cannot  be  explained  away  by  an 
economic  expediency  alone.  According  to  the 
la§t  year's  agreement  the  miners’  wages  were 
to  be  reduced  gradually,  and  in  accordnhcf) 
with  the  reductions  in  the  cost  of  living.  (Bui 
what  are  the  facts  ? The  wages  have  been 
cut  down  every  month  till  they  are  at  their 
lowest,  and  the  eight  hours’  working  Act 
will  be  revised  next,  while  the1  cost  of  living 
came  down  only  officially,  1 but ! in  reality 
remained  .practically  stationary  in  the  lod-aj 
markets  and  in  the  mining  districts  it  has 
actually  gone  up  in  some  respects  during  -the 
last  few  months.  Besides  this  the  Government 
which  mobilised  an  army  last  year  to  frighten 
the  miner -into  the  acceptance  of  these  unjust 
and  impossible  conditions  of  life,  would  do 
nothing  now  to  protect,  liihv 'against  tile  illicit 
practices  of  the  profiteer  as  though  deli- 


THE  LIGHT  OF  THE  WORLD. 


BY  JOHN  A.  MATTHEWS, 


The  Lamp  of  Truth,  with  gleaming  flame. 
Is  never  lit  without  a fight 
’Gainst  those  who  would  calm  reason  maim, 
And  plunge  the  world  in  fear  downright. 
Fear ! that  power  which  rogues, know  well 
Can  on  the  mind  false  thoughts  engrave, 
Change  pleasant  earth  to  deepest  hell, 
And  make  of  man  an  abject  slave! 

Man  is  a.  slave  to  shadows  vain 

That  firmer  than  cold  steel  do  bind; 

The  shackles  which  control  Hie  frame 
Are  nought  to  those  which  grip  the  mind. 
'Tis  iii  this  darkened  mental  cave, 

When  reason  is  denied  a place, 

That  fancied  devils  fiercely  rave, 

Hold  court,  aud  terrify  the  race. 

When  human,  minds  in  darkness  lie. 

And  mental  fogs  obscure  from  sight 
Tho  shining  beauty  of  truth’s  sky, 

Then  dawning  day  gives  place  to  night. 


Black  night ! with  all  its  mystery. 

So  full  of  shadows,  weird  and  dim; 

The  time  for  all  dark  witchery. 

Foul  thoughts,  base  acts,  dark  deeds  and 
grim.  . 

/* 

Sweet  reason  is  befouled  with  weeds, 

Thick  gloom  and  blackness  doth  abound ; 
The  mind  is- then  enmeshed  with  creeds. 

With  customs  and  with  rites  spell-bound. 
’Tis  in  such  minds  weird  phantoms  float, 
Dead  notions  to  dull  brains  do  cling; 
These  quickly  stem  the  flow  of  thought, 
Daiii  progress,  and  stagnation  bring. 

Keep'  held  aloft  the  Lamp  of  Truth, 

The  ghostly  devils  put  to  flight; 

Clear  all  base  thoughts  from  brains  uncouth, 
Dispel  the  shadows  of  the  night. 

Let  noble  reason  have  a place, 

And  break  the  powers  that  crush  and  bind ; 
Seek  thus  the  freedom  of  the  rnce, 
Emancipation  for  mankind. 


berately  withholding  from  him  the  protection 
of  the  law. 

Outcast  or  Outlaw? 

Can  one  wonder  then  that  the  miner  feels 
as- if  ho  were  a social  outcast  and  an  outlaw  ? 

A policy  of  national  reconstruction  that 
deliberately  singles  out  a great  section  of  the 
community  is  nothing  else  but  Bolshevism 
pure  and  simple,  and  it  can  bring  but  ruin 
to  the  nation. 

Thus  the  miner  is  being  forced  into  a grim 
struggle  for  existence.  He  fights  with  a black 
despair  in  his  heart,  ret  iring  till  the'time  comes 
to  make  a final  stand.  And  the  battle  lie 
fights  to-day  in  self-defence  at  home  is  a 
veritable  hell  in  comparison  to  that  be  fought 
a few  years  ago  abroad.  For  then,  though 
facing  almost  a certain  death,  he  knew  that 
his  dear  one3  were  out  of  danger,  but  now  lie 
sees  Ills  helpless  and  innocent  dependents 
whom  he  strives  to  protect  being  mercilessly 
mutilated  by  tho  missiles  of  the  foe.  And 
when  one  remembers  that  it  was  the  German 
maltreatment  of  the  Belgian. non-combatants 
in  1914  that  mado  tho  British  miner  go  to 
the  front  one  does  .not  l\ke  to  speculate  as  to 
the  possible  outcome  of  -this  struggle. 

The  coalowner  says  that  unless  the  minors’ 
wages  come  down  as  low  as  possible — tho 
lower  the  better — the  production  does  not 
pay  him.  He  is  out  for  a cheap  coal  and  does 
not  care  who  gets  jt  for  him— be  it  a miserable 
native  beggar  supported  by  the  Poor-Law, 
or  an  imported  slave  it  matters  not  to  him, 
so  long  as  he  iocs  not  go  down  the  mine  him- 
self and  so  long  as  he  gets  his  coal,  cheap 
enough  to  suit  his  ends.  But  the  question  i . 
can  the  coalowner,  not  being  the  consumer 
himself,  determine  the  industrial  value  of 
coal  and  the  conditions  of  its  production  ? 

It  is  not  the,  coalowner  but  the  nation  that 
consumes  tlie.cqal;  the  nation  lives  by  coal, 
and  on  the  coal  depends  its  well-being  and 
prosperity.  The  Empire  itself  is  being  kept 
together  by  the,  British  coal.  Therefore,  the 
nation  needs  the  coal  and  cannot  do  without 
it ; and  it  has,  it  must,  and  it  will,  pay  the 
miner  an  adequate  wage  for  his  work  if  it  does 
not  want  to  go  back  to  the  dark  ages  of  serfdom. 

A Crisis  Reached. 

The  present  crisis  in  the  coal  industry  is  a 
transitory  stage  in  the  life  of  the  nation,  and 
it  amounts  to  this : The  mad  war  profiteer 
who  invested  his  ill-gotten  money  in  tho 
’ mining  industry  is  out  to  reconstruct  tho 
country  to  suit  his  own  convenience,  and,  if  ho 
is  allowed  to  persist  in  his  headstrong  policy, 
he  might  succeed  ten  bring  about  a reconst  ruc- 
tion, but  perhaps  it  \von’t  jsuit  his  liking  after 
all. 

For  though  tho  piiher  may  be  beaten,  he  is  by 
no  means  vanquished  and  only  a fool  or  the 
man  who,  during-the  Wat;  plundered  the  nation 
behind  the  backs  of  its  defenders,  having 
neither  will  nor  courage  to  go  out  himself 
and  see  the  miner  in  an  earnest  fray,  can 
induce  himself  into  such  a stupid  belief. 

In  the  n\eantimc  it  would  be  a public  service 
to  eall-the  national  attention  to  this  uglv  busi- 
ness/ 4or  if  the  public  wants  to  avoid  another 
industrial  struggle  in  the  near  future  jx-r- 
haps . the  gpeatest  struggle  it  has  witnessed 
yet— then  let  it  closely  follow  the  develop- 
ments in  the  minefields,  because  the  coul- 
ownfera  are  doing  their  utmost  to  cause  a 
trouble.  And  whatever  happens  the  nation 
shall  live  to  be  ashamed  of  this  affair.  For 
is  it  not  a disgrace  to  a great  democracy  that 
boosts  before  the  world  about  its  world  •> 
civilising  influences,  to  allow  a hard-working 
section  of  its  own  community  to  he  ’driven 
into  the  abyss  of  despair  and  misery  resulting 
from  unrewarded  toil  and  ttestitution  by  th° 
ruthless  hand  of  tho  .profitrseeking  Jew  ? 


CANADIAN  CATTLE  EMBARGO. 

Sir  A.  GRivETTn-Bosc.iwE.v  (Minister  of 
Agriculture)  will  receive  on  Friday,  7th  mst. 
the  deputation  appointed  by  the  rSiU'U"' 
Conference,  held  on  Juno  14th,  at  the  t»> 
hall,  to  protest  against  the. continuance 
the  embargo  on  the  importation  or  ( •'*'>."  • 
store  cattle.  The  deputation,  which  i-  ■ > 
very . representative  character,  wiIL  "1  1 

\ t ..  4 \T  4 1.-.  v,  to  l 
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THE  PEOPLE  AND  THEIR  PAPERS. 

BRIGHTON  BLAMED  FOR  ITS  CO-OPERATIVE  DECISION. 

A WORD  TO  SOME  OF  OUR  CRITICS. 


A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


0 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 
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BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


American  Trade  Conditions. 

Since  the  war  experience  has  shown  that 
trade  and  finance,  as  well  as  prices,  in  this 
country  seem  to  follow,  at  a certain  distance, 
the  trend  in  the  United  States,  where  the 
position  accordingly  becomes  something  of 
an  index  as  to  what  is  likely  .to  take  place  over 
here  in  these  directions.  At  the  present  time 
there  is  a coal  mining  strike  in  progress  in 
America  and  a railway  strike  threatened ; 
but  it  does  not  follow  that  these  presage  the 
same  disturbances  over  here,  although  even 
that  is  not  out  of  the  question.  The  most 
important  point  is,  however,  that  in  spite  of 
these  labour  struggles,  a gradual  industrial 
improvement  is  making  itself  perceptible  in 
America.  The  United  States  Steel  Corpora- 
tion publishes  monthly  figures  showing  the 
unfilled  orders  for  work  it  has  still  in  hand, 
and  for  May  these  totalled  5,254,228  tons, 
which  is  the  highest  figure  recorded  since  May, 
1921.  Railway  earnings  on  the  other  hand 
show  a sharp  decrease  owing  to  the  coal  strike, 
but  exports  for  May  were  $308,000,000,  or 
only  $10,000,000  less  than  for  April,  which, 
allowing  for  the  fall  in  prices,  probably  re- 
presents an  increase  in  the  actual  weight  of 
goods  exported.  The  general  feeling  in 
America  appears  to  be  that  conditions  will 
slowly  improve,  and  one  can  merely  hope 
that  this  will  prove  to  be  correct  both  in  that 
country  and  ours. 

The  Future  of  Danish  Exports. 

As  most  readers  are  aware,  Danish  farmers 
have  brought  co-operation  in  the  way  of 
standardisation  and  selling  their  produce  to 
a very  high  pitch,  and  they  are  now  carefully 
studying  the  direction  their  exports  are  likely 
to  take  in  the  future,  in  view  of  the  changed 
conditions  brought  about  by  the  war.  Prior 
to  1914  the  two  great  markets  for  Danish 
agricultural  exports  were  Britain — which  took 
butter,  bacon,  and  eggs — and  Germany,  which 
took  meat,  cattle,  and  horses.  The  low  value 
of  the  mark,  which  is  continually  depreciating 
further,  is  simply  doing  away  with  th$  German 
market  for  cattle  and  horses,  and  this  is  a 
severe  blow  to  Denmark.  As  regards  Britain, 
the  Danish  experts  consider  that  we  shall  be 
importing  lees  butter  and  more  margarine, 
owing  to  the  decline  in  the  purchasing  power 
of  our  working-class  population  ; whilst  com- 
petition from  the  British  colonies  and  America 
will  be  more  severe  than  previously.  They 
state  that  our  market  is  taking  much  less 
butter  than  used  to  be  the  case,  and  that, 
while  before  the  war  35,000  casks  of  butter 
could  be  placed  upon  the  market  here  without 
making  any  difference  to  the  price,  now  quite 
a small  extra  quantity  suffices  to  depress  the 
price.  To  redress  this  the  Danes  are  making 
efforts  to  cultivate  other  markets,  and  are 
increasing  their  exports  to  the  adjacent 
countries  of  Norway  and  Sweden  and.  to 


By  Appointment. 


You  are  Satisfied 
and  Safeguarded 

when  you  buy  Nestles  Milk. 
You  are  satisfied  with  its  rich 
goodness,  for  Nestle’s  has  no 
rival  for  quality  ; you  are  safe- 
guarded by  its  absolute  purity. 
Don’t  take  risks,  ensure  satisfac- 
tion, and  safeguard  your  family’s 
health  by  insisting  upon 

HESTLE’S 

MILK 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

Imitations  never  satisfy; 
demand  Nestle’s— always. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  EASTCHEAP.  E.C.3. 


Belgium,  France  and  Switzerland,  and  the 
United  States.  The  statement  is  made  that 
in  order  to  retain  their  position  in  the  British 
market,  the  Danish  farmers  intend  to  con- 
centrate their  efforts  upon  maintaining  the 
high  standard  quality  of  Danish  productions. 

A Bonus  for  Hovis  Shareholders. 

Hovis  Limited  have  not  been  able  to  issue 
accounts  since  March,  1920,  owing  to  their  not 
yet  having  completed  settlement  of  their 
accounts  with  the  Government.  The  directors, 
however,  are  paying  a dividend  at  the  rate  of 
8 per  cent,  per  annum  in  respect  of  the  half- 
year  ended  March,  1922,  and  state  that  the 
results  of  recent  acquisitions  having  turned 
out  satisfactorily  they  feel  justified  in  recom- 
mending a distribution  out  of  reserves  of  one 
ordinary  share  for  every  ten  ordinary  shares 
held  at  present.  They  proposed  also  to  consult 
with  the  shareholders  with  a view  to  a further 
division  of  profits  when  the  accounts  for  the 
year  ended  March  31st,  1922,  are  presented. 
The  delay  in  the  settlement  with  the  Govern- 
ment arises  out  of  the  fact  that  in  May,  1917, 

. the  company’s  mills  were  taken  over  by  the 
.Food  Controller ; but  from  the  nice  little 
bonus  announced  it  may  be  concluded  that  the 
directors  do  not  anticipate  that  the  company 
will  lose  money  over  its  transaction  with  the 
Government.  The  company’s  issued  capital 
consists  of  £60,000  of  4 per  cent,  debentures, 
£150,000  6 per  cent,  preference  shares,  and 
£275,000  ordinary  shares. 

The  State  of  Central  Europe. 

During  the  past  two  or  three  weeks  I have 
been  travelling  in  Austria,  Czechoslovakia,  and 
Germany,  observing  conditions,  and'am  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that,  with  .the  exception  of 
Czechoslovakia — which  is  in  a very  strong 
position — the  outlook  for  these  countries  is 
decidedly  bad  ; indeed,  the  position  of  Austria 
seems  as  hopeless  as  it  can  be,  and  the  results 
may  well  prove  to  be  a dreadful  monument  to 
the  incapacity  of  the  allied  statesmen  (!)  who 
dismembered  this  country  in  such  fashion  as 
to  render  it  a quite  impossible  unit — a State 
that  could  not  conceivably  be  self-supporting. 
Germany  is  working  feverishly,  partly  on 
account  of  the  impossible  reparations  it  has 
to  pay,  and  partly  because  the  Government 
has  decided  that  it  is  better  to  put  into  opera- 
tion large  public  works  such  as  railways,  canals, 
tramway  extensions,  housing,  &c.,  even  though 
it  means  a heavy  loss,  thus  getting  something 
for  what  it  has  to  pay  out,  than  to  distribute 
millions  to  people  for  doing  nothing,  as  we  in 
this  country  are  doing  in  order  not  to  compete 
with  private  enterprise ; but  Germany  can 
only  accomplish  her  superhuman  task  by  con- 
tinually printing  paper  money,  and,  as  a result, 
the  co3t  of  living  is  rising  fast  and  working 
costs  are  approaching  the  level.  The  ultimate 
result  will  be  a complete  breakdown,  with  a 
great  deal  of  unemployment,  and  as  the  country 
is  fast  consuming  and  exporting  its  resources, 
it  will  not  be  able  to  feed  its  unemployed. 
What  will  then  happen  it  is  impossible  to  say, 
but  the  more  thoughtful  sections  of  the  com- 
munity are  extremely  nervous  as  to  the  outlook. 
A.  return,  from  what  might  be  called  the 
Bottomley  state  of  mind,  to  sanity  in  inter- 
national politics  with  a reduction  in  the 
reparations  payments  to  a figure  within  Ger- 
many's possibilities,  combined  with  a big 
international  loan  to  that  country,  might 
avert  the  crisis,  and  one  can  merely  hope  that 
this  policy  will  prevail,  otherwise  the  outlook 
for  Central  Europe,  and,  consequent^,  for 
ourselves,  will  be  gloomy.  I was  in  Berlin 
when  Rathenau  was  murdered,  and  it  was 
quite  clearly  understood  that  this  was  the 
work  of  the  reactionary  or  monarchist  party 
in  the  German  Parliament,  who  are  endeavour- 
ing to  remove  one  by  one  the  leaders  of  the 
Liberal  and  Socialist  Parties  who  are  trying  to 
consolidate  the  Republic.  Two  or  three  hours 
after  the  murder,  the  streets  of  Berlin  were 
placarded  with  notices  stating  the  monarchists 
were  plotting  the  overthrow  of  the  Republic, 
and  requesting  the  workers  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  act  at  any  moment  in  support 
of  the  Republic.  Rathenau  was  a rather  fine 
type  of  man,  and  the  intense  anger  aroused  by 
the  atrocity  which  ended  his  life  will  pro- 
bably bring  the  advanced  elements  of  German 
political  life,  which  suffers  from  being  split 
up  into  so  many  fractions,  more  together  to 
fight  the  danger  of  a restoration  of  a 
monarchy,  which  would  inevitably  spell  more  ’ 
militarism. 


Some  interesting  and  diverse  views  are 
expressed  in  the  letters  that  still  keep 
filtering  in  to  the  “ News  ” office  with 
regard  to  “ that  daily  paper,”  and  some 
interesting  advice  to  co-operators  • and 
observations  on  the  Brighton  Congress 
resolution  keep  appearing  in  other  publi- 
cations. 

The  “ Why  ” and  the  " Wherefore.” 

Muoli  of  the  advice  is  of  a useful  kind 
that  ought  not  to  be  overlooked ; but  a 
number  of  correspondents  who  have  written 
on  the  subject  are  on  a hopelessly  false 
tack.  It  has  already  been  pointed  out  in 
these  columns  that  nobody  with  any  respon- 
sibility ifor  the  publications  of  the  National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society  has  ever 
proposed  the  issue  of  a daily  paper  on  the 
lines  of  the  ” Co-operative  News.”  A pro- 
posal of  that  sort  would  be  stupid,  but 
some  correspondents  still  write — either 

stupidly  or  wilfully — as  if  that  were 
seriously  contemplated. 

Most  thoughtful  co-operators  know  that 
the  press  of  the  country  exercises  a wicked 
influence  because  it  is  not  conducted  in  the 
public  interest.  It  ist  in  the  main,  \he 
instrument  of  anti-social  interests.  It  is 
owned  by  those  who  have  some  axe  to 
grind.  In  order  that  the  purpose  of  those 
owners  may  bo  served,  the  Press  will  not 
hesitate  to  adulterate  the  news,  or  to  cheat 
the  readers  by  giving'  the  wrong  advice 
when  it  suits  the  purpose  of  those  whose 
interests  are  to  be  served. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  that  form  of 
fraud.  It  is  on  the  same  level  as  the  faking 
of  food  and  furniture  and  the  giving  of 
short  weight  which  prevailed  even  eighty 
or  a hundred  years  ago,  when  even  the 
most  honest  of  traders  deemed  in  quite 
fair  to  extract  as  much  profit  as  they  could 
out  of  the  people.  People  dealt  with  the 
evil  then  by  setting  up  their  own  co-opera- 
tive stores  and  their  wholesale  societies 
and  their  productive  factories  so  that  they 
could  obtain  food  and  other  requisites  pure 
in  quality  and  of  full  weight  and  measure, 
under  conditions  which  would  protect  them 
from  being  exploited  for  the  benefit  of  the 
traders.  Co-operators  who,  by  their  own 
organisation,  have  found  their  own  means 
of  saving  themselves  from  the  food  fakers 
who  would  poison  and  starve  their  bodies, 
have  decided  that  by  their  own  organisation 
they  must  save  themselves  from  the  news 
fakers  and  the  Press  magnates,  who  are 
poisoning  and  starving  their  minds.  If 
the  march  of  the  people  towards  the  co- 
operative ideal  state  is  being  retarded  by 
the  daily  newspapers  upon  which  the 
masses  have  to  rely,  the  co-operative  move- 
ment must  establish  itself  in  the  realm  of 
daily  journalism  and  provide  the  people 
with  pure  news  and  honest  counsel  just  as 
it  provides  them  with  pure  food  and  honest 
weight. 

Our  own  Work. 

That  is  what  Brighton  Congress  agreed 
should  be  done.  The  co-operative  move- 
ment lias  its  own  work  to  do.  in  its  own 
way,  and  Brighton  agreed  that  it  should 
continue  in  its  determination  to  do  it. 

That  deoision  does  not  please  everybody, 
and  some  still  incline  to  the  belief  that  the 
movement  is  not  big  enough  to  contem- 
plate a daily  newspaper  of  its  own. 
“ Demos,”  for  example,  who  writes  in 
various  publications,  observed  in  the 
"Stockport  Citizen”  that  the  National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society  put  for- 
ward its  proposal  at  Brighton  " with  a 
narrower  outlook  ” than  the  Co-operative 
Party,  which  "adopted  the  sensible  course 
of  suggesting  fhat  we  should  first  of  all 
combine  with  the  Labour  Party,  the 
General  Council  of  the  Trade  Unions  Con- 
gress, and  the  co-operative  movement  for 
the  very  important  and  pressing  neces- 
sity.” It  is  surely  " Demos  ” who  takes 
the  narrow  view  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment ahd  its  potentialities  whan  he  thinks 
it  is  too  small  a concern  to  undertake  this 
pressing  necessity.  " Demos  ” is  wrong 
also  when  he  observes  that  “ considering 
that  this  is  the  first  time  the  question  has 
been  raised  in  Congress,  the  defeat  may  be 
regarded  as  a moral  victory.”  A year 
before  Congress  was  asked  to  ally  the  same 
three  movements  for  what  was  then  re- 
garded ns  a pressing  necessity.  The 
majority  against  the  proposal  then  was 
four ; the  majority  against  the  combination 
at  Brighton  was  788. 

A much  more  vigorous  attack  upon  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society 
appeared  in  the  ” Daily  Herald,”  the 
writer  signing  himself  " Northern  Co- 
operator.”  The  Publishing  Society  was 
again  twitted  with  its  " narrower  pro- 
posal,” and  with  " lacking  imagination.” 
The  resolution  adopted  at  Brighton  was, 
according  to  the  writer,  11  pnt^  in  to  block 
the  whole  scheme  ” (i.e.,  the  scheme  which 
the  " Daily  Herald,”  the  Co-operative 
Party,  the  Northern  Co-operator,  and 
"Demos”  wanted),  and  was  tantamount 
to  saying:  ‘If  we  can’t  run  n daily  news- 
paper we  will  see. that  nobody  else  does.’ 
Neither  the  Brighton  Congress  nor  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society 
adopted  that  attitude.  The  Congress  reso- 
lution raised  no  objection  to  anybody  run- 
ning a newspaper;  it  simply  declared  that 
whoever  else  might  need  a newspaper,  it 

ocSential  that  there  should  be-  one 


owned  and  controlled  by  the  co-operativ® 
movement,  and  that  the  National  Co-opera- 
tive Publishing  Society— which  the  move- 
ment had  called  into  being  two  vears  ago 
to  prepare  for  such  a venture— was  the 
body  whose  job  it  is  to  bring  that  daily 
paper  into  being.  That  resolution  was 
proposed  by  a director  of  the  Publishing 
Society  (who  is  also  a member  of  the  Cen- 
tral Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union),  and 
it  was  seconded  by  a director  of  the 
C.W.S.;  and  the  organisations  for  which 
these  gentlemen  spoke  have  some  clear 
conception  of  the  course  the  co-operative 
movement  ought  to  follow,  and  have  some 
considerable  responsibility  for  directing  it 
aright.  The  11  Northern  Co-operator’s  ” 
familiar  phases  in  the  "Daily  Herald” 
article  snow  the  same  narrow  conception 
of  the  co-operative  movement  as  the 
articles  by  ” Demos  ” show.  The  " Nor- 
thern Co-operator  ” simply  fails  to  grasp 
what  is  meant  bv  a " daily  newspaper 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  co-operative 
movement,”  or  lie  would  not  write  of  the 
need  of  " a great,  wide,  powerful  working- 
class  daily  newspaper,”  which  would 
“ pave  the  way  for  n co-operative  daily.” 

Whole  System  Unclean. 

In  the  “Labour  Magazine  ” for  July  the 
subject  of  " The  Press  Problem  ” is  dealt 
with  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Richardson,  the  general 
secretary  of  the  National  Union  of  Jour- 
nalists, who  suggests  that  “The  Labour 
Party,  the  Trade  Unions  Congress,  and  (if 
possible)  the  C.W.S.  should  join  together 
to  get  control  of  the  ‘ Herald.’  ” Side  by 
side  with  that  may  be  read  extracts  from 
two  letters  I have  glanced  at  on  the 
editor’s  table.  One  is  from  a writer  who 
signs  himself  "Journalist.”  and  describes 
himself*  as  a member  of  the  London  Co- 
operative Society  and  of  the  National 
Union  of  Journalists.  He  writes:  " Surely 
what  we  want  is  a newspaper  produced  for 
use®-an  organ  which  will  be  regarded  as  a 
charge  upon  the  capital  and  revenue  of 
the  movement  as  natural  as  any  other 
branch  of  co-operative  enterprise.’  There 
is  another  way  out 5 but  that  is  the  view  of 
a member  of  the  organisation  of  which  Mr. 
Richardson  is  secretary.  Another  London 
journalist  (neither  is  on  the  “News” 
staff)  writes: — " In  our  private  and  public 
meeting-places  we  starveling  soribos  of 
Fleet-street  barons  have  discussed  the 
Brighton  resolution.  Our  hope  is  that 
those  who  control  the  Co-operative-  Pub- 
lishing Society  may,  with  little  postpone- 
ment, launch  the  new  daily.  . . . We, 

above  all  others,  understand  how  unclean 
is  the  whole  newspaper  system.  We  can 
visualise  a career  of  the  utmost  public  use- 
fulness for  the  promised  co-operative 
daily.” 

The  Cure  for  Apathy. 

Well,  apparently,  there  are  divers 
tongues  even  among  the  scribes. 

It  may  be  taken  for  granted'  that  those 
responsible  for  the  co-operative  press  have 
given  some  little  tinfe  and  thought  to  -the 
duties  and  responsibilities  entrusted  to 
them.  They  know  the  needs,  and  they 
know  the  difficultes  in  the  way.  If  the 
movement  suffers  from  the  apathy  and  the 
thumb  twiddling  ascribed  to  it  by  a “Nor- 
thern Co-operator  ” in  the  article  already 
cited,  matters  will  not  be  improved  by 
joining  up  with  other  movements,  which 
suffer  even  more  from  thumb  twiddling. 
The  duty  of  every  democratic  nic-vemeut 
that  hopes  to  elevate  the  race  is  to  get  rid 
of  its  own  apathy  and  thumb  twiddling, 
and  rise  to  its  highest  conception  of  itself. 
The  co-operative  movement  will  never  pro- 
gress by  declaring  that  it  cannot  do  things 
or  by  confessing  to  defeat  in  an  enterprise 
it  has  never  attempted ; for,  as  it  was  aptly 
put  in  last  month's  “ Producer  ” and  in  the 
" Millgate  Monthly”  of  last  August-- 

If  you  think  you're  beaten,  you  are; 

If  you  think  you  dare  not,  you  don't; 

If  you’d  like  to  win,  but  think  you  can’t, 

It's  a thousand  to  one  you  won’t. 


THE  LATE  MR.  A.  TAYLOR  J.P. 


As  was  stated  in  our  late  edition  last  week, 
Mr.  Alfred  Taylor,  J.P.  (president  of  the  Co- 
operative Printing  Society),  died  on  June 
24th,  after  a fortnight’s  illness,  in  his  seventy- 
second  year.  He  had  served  on  the  direc- 
torate of  the  Printing  Society  for  twenty-four 
years,  for  ten  years  of  tins  period  being  presi- 
dent. To  the  Blackley  Society  he  had  given 
almost  a lifetime’s  service.  He  was  appointed 
auditor  in  1873,  and  three  years  later  was 
elected  treasurer,  a post  which  was  established 
in  1879.  In  1880,  he  became  president  and 
occupied  the  post  until  1914. 

At  the  funeral  on  Wednesday  last  week 
- the  Rev.  F.  Heslop,  who  conducted  the  service, 
said  he  was  ” sage  in  counsel,  shrewd  in  busi- 
ness affairs,  and  that  in  matters  that  called 
for  considered  judgment  ho  was  both  cautious 
and  sagacious.  Iiis  wise  advice,  his  ripe 
experience,  were  sought  by  many,  and  he 
seemed  ever  to  leave  the  consciousness  that 
such  help  as  he  could  render  to  his  fellows, 
they  were  ever  welcome  to  receive." 

■flio  funeral  was  largely  attended,  and 
'there  were  numerous  floral  tokens. 
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THE  EAST  NOTTINGHAM  RESULT. 

• T sJ JlftJ  'Via 

AIR.  JONES’  STRENUOUS  FIGHT., 

IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE  CONTEST. 


Tue  election  in  East  Nottingham  con- 
cluded on  Thursday  night  last  week  with  the 
following  result  : — 

Houfton  (Coalition  Unionist)...  10,404 

Jones  (Co-operative)  5,431 

Graham  (Liberal)  4,065 

Coalition  majority  over  the 

Co-operative  candidate  ...  4,973 

Coalition  majority  over  both 

opponents  90S 

Total  electorate,  30,302. 

The  polling  at  the  general  election  in 
1918  resulted:  — 

Rees  (Coalition  Unionist) 9,549 

Proctor  (l«abour)  2,817 

Brookes  (Independent)  2,160 

Total  electorate,  29,377. 

The  Government  has  won.  It  has  wot 
merely  scraped  through  because  the  votes 
of  its  opponents  were  split,  for  it  has 
secured  majority  over  both  candidates. 

The  constituency  has  always  been  a 
stronghold  of  Toryism,  at  least  up  till  the 
present,  hut  the  stronghold  has  been  rudely 
shaken.  Thousands  of  Liberals  in  the  .con- 
stituency, tho  Nottingham  “ Guardian  ” 
announced,  would  vote  for  Mr.  Houfton. 
In  .spite  of  that  reinforcement,  Mr.  Houflon 
only  polled  84-5  rotes  more  than  Sir  John 
Rees  did  in  1918.  Tho  Co-operative  can- 
didate (Mr.  Jones)  polled  nearly  twice  as 
many  as  the  Labour  candidate  at  the  last 
election,  and  the  Liberal  polled  nearly 
twice  as  many  as  tins  Independent  candi- 
date in  1918  secured. 

The  Coalitionists  and  the  Liberals  both 
expected  tho  Co-operative  candidate  to 
poll  higher  than,  he  did,  and  both  sides 
feared  that  heSyould  win.  That  fear  was 
evidenced  chiefly  by  their  frenzied  attacks 
upon  him,  and  one  feature  of  the  fight  was 
that  the  Tory  and  Liberal  candidates 
reserved  their  heavy  artillery  for  the  Co- 
operative candidate,  rarely  turning  it 
upon  one  another,  and  their  respective 
supporters  did  likewise. 


MR.  JONES’  IMPRESSIONS. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Jones,  J.P.,  is  back  a "a  in  at 
his' ordinary  work,  and  when  a " News  ” 
representative  saw  him  he  had  not  the 
appearance  of  a disappointed  man. 

Generally  speaking,  ho  received  pretty 
much  the  support  he  expected,  hut  he  is 
not  sanguine  of  a better  result  in  a future 
contest,  should  there  be  one.  He  regards 
the  constituency  as  practically  hopeless 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a working-class 
candidate,  and  particularly  a co-operative 
candidate.  "When  there  is  n discredited 
Coalition  Government  in  power,  with  the 
tide  running-  against  it.  the  fact  that  a 
Coalition  candidate  polled  10,000  votes 
does  not  give  much  hope  for  the  consti- 
tuency. 

Mr.  Jones  put  up  a good  fight.  He  was 
complimented  by  Alderman  Bowles  (deputy- 
mayor  of  Nottingham),  who  said  lie  did 
not  think  any  other  Labour  or  Co-operative 
candidate  would  have  made  a better  fight 
than  Mr.  Jones  had  done.  During  eleven 
days  Mr.  Jones  addressed  132  meetings, 
and  the  strenuous  nature  of  the  efforts  he 
put  forward  will  therefore  be  understood. 

Co-operative  Support. 

A disheartening  factor  was  that  eo- 
operators  did  not  give  their  whole  support 
to  the  Go-operative  candidate.  Mr.  Jones 
estimated  that  there  were  about  4,500 
members  of  the  Nottingham  Society  resi- 
dent in  the  division,  but  he  did  not  receive 
the  support  of  all  these.  In  fact,  in  one 
portion  where  co-operation  is  as  strong  as 
any  other,  there  was  a large  majority  of 
votes  cast  against  him.  The  private  shop- 
keepers, of  whom  there  were  hundreds  in 
one  particular  district,  were  naturally 
opposed  to  a co-operator.  Their  sympa- 
thies were  continually  played  upon  by  tho 


ELECTION  OF 
C.W.S.  DIRECTOR. 


■"THE  PRESTWICH  Co-operative  and 
Industrial  Society  Ltd.  desire  to 


thank  Societies  for  the  confidence  they 
have  placed  In  their  nominee,  .... 

Mr.  JOSEPH  BRADSHAW, 

by  electing  him  to  fill  the  vacancy  on 
the  Board  of  Directors.  Mr.  Bradshaw 
also  desires  to  personally  convey  his 
thanks,  and  to  assure  the  Movement 
that  he  will  at  all  times  do  his  best  to 
justify  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

Thomas  Walch,  President. 

James  Rowland,  Gen.  Sec. 


Unionist  paper.  “ What  are  tho  shop- 
keepers in  Road  going  to  do?”  was 

the  query.  “ Support  the  co-operative 
candidate,  who  is  out  to  close  them  up,  or 
vote  for  Mr.  Houfton,  who  is  out  for  every 
.individual  to  do  the  best  he  can  for 
himself?”  In  some  of  the  slum  areas  and 
working-class  districts,  particularly  where 
-ho  had  cond'.u  ted  n^persohnl  canvass,  the 
votes  were  solidly  in  Mr.  Jones’  favour. 

Shortage  of  Workers. 

Another  thing  he  suffered  from  was  that 
the' people  went  in  their  thousands  to  hear 
hbn  speak,  whereas  a great  many  of  them 
could  havo  done  him  a great  deal  more 
good  by  getting  to  work  in  canvassing. 
The  shortage  of  voluntary  workers  in  the 
district  was  a great  factor  in  the  non- 
success of  tho  Co-operative  oandidate. 

Official  Co-operative  Help. 

Mr.  Jones  paid  high  tribute  to  the 
assistance  rendered  by  the  local  society, 
which  did  everything  possible  to  help  him 
to  win  tho  seat.  The  management  com- 
mittee wholeheartedly  gave  him  their 
support,  and  did  everything  they  possibly 
could  to  help.  But  there  was  no  local 
machinery  in  existence  and  very  few  local 
workers,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
there  were  four  divisions  in  Nottingham  ~to 
draw  upon. 

“ There  was  no  labour  machinery  in  the 
constituency,”  remarked  Mr.  Jones.  11  The 
organisation  was  purely  co-operative,  built 
up  by  our  own  people,  and  it  had  to  be 
prepared  in  a fortnight.  When  we  went  to 
Nottingham  we  had  not  so  much  as  a black- 
lead  pencil,  officially.  We  got  the  consti- 


tuency splendidly  mapped  out  for  work, 
but  we  had  not  the  people  to  do  it.” 

For  the  workers  who  did  come  forward, 
Mr.  Jones  has  nothing  hut  praise;  they 
carried  out  their  duties  splendidly,  although 
they  only  numbered  dozens  instead  of 
hundreds.  Prominent  among  the  women 
were  Mrs.  Blair  (national  committee,  Co- 
operative Party),  Mrs.  Ferguson  (an  ex- 
president of  the  Women’s  Guild),  Airs. 
Wallace  (a  local  guardian),  Airs.  Bowles 
(deputy-mayor’s  wife),  Mrs.  Lowe,  Airs. 
Griffiths  (Shrewsbury),  the  candidate’s 
wife,  and  many  others. 

A Speech  Encored. 

During  the  contest  yeoman  service  was 
rendered  also  by  Air.  A,  V.  Alexander 
(secretary  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee),  who  “took  to  the  soap-box 
like  a duck  takes  to  water”;  the  Rev.  G. 
A.  Ramsay  (president  of  the  Bristol  Con- 
gress), who  had  the  novel  experience  of 
having  a speech  encored;  Air.  W.  II. 
Watkins  (chairman  of  the  Co-operative 
Party),  who  “held  the  fort”  at  one  of  the 
meetings  for  four  hours ; Air.  G.  E.  Griffiths 
(secretary.  Shrewsbury  Society),  who  was 
Mr.  Jones'  aide-de-camp;  and  Air.  Abbotts 
(Walsall).  Aleetings  were  commenced  in 
the  square  in  the  afternoon  and  continued 
with  relays  of  speakers  until  eleven  at 
night.  A number  of  members  of  Parlia- 
ment helped  to  keep  the  “ hall  rolling  ” at 
these  meetings,  including  Atessrs.  Tom 
Alyers,  Jack  Alills.  Morgan  Jones,  R.  J. 
Davies,  Walter  Halls,  A.  Hayday,  and  J. 
R.  Clynes. 

The  “News”  First  in  the  Field. 

So  far  as  publicity  work  was  concerned. 
Air.  Jones  said:  “ I was  more  than  de- 

lighted with  the  manner  in  which  the 
' News  ’ got  out  its  first  edition.  They  had 
the  ' News  ’ out  and  posters  plastered  over 
Nottingham  within  a few  hours  of  my 
arrival.  The  ' News  ' has  given  us  a jolly 
good  show.”  The  “ Daily  Herald  ” had 
also  done  very  well,  and  the  “ Nottingham 
Journal  ” placed  a column  at  the  disposal 


of  the  party  during  the  contest.  But  there 
were  four  newspapers  to  fight — two  morn- 
ing and  two  evening— 

The  Co-operative  Party  were  hopelessly 
out  of  it  in  regard  to  motor  vehicles.  The 
Coalition  candidate  had  200  against  Mr. 
Jones’  twenty. 

Commenting  on  the  division,  Air.  Jones 
remarked  that  the  slums  were  the  worst 
outside  Dublin.  He  had  never  seen  so  much 
misery  and  starvation  in  his  life-  There 
were  scores  of  people  existing  on  10s.  a 
week,  out  of  which  they  had  to  pay  7s.  and 
8S.  a week  for  rent.  He  spoke  with  one 
woman  who  had  just  got  some  laco  work 
to  do,  after  being  without  work  for  eighteen 
weeks.  Her  husband  had  not  worked  for 
two  years;  she  had  a girl  of  eighteen  who 
had  had  no  work  for  a similar  period,  and 
there  were  four  other  children.  When  Air. 
Jones  went  inside  the  house,  in  order  not 
to  interrupt  her  work,  ho  saw  on  the 
mantelpiece  four  photographs  of  tho  Coali- 
tion candidate.  .When  ho  questioned  the 
woman  about  these,  she  said:  “Oh,  we"- 

have  always  voted  blue.” 

On  polling  day  there  was  “blue”  every- 
where. Tons  of  fancy  blue  paper  had  been 
scattered  broadcast,  and  one  street  was 
literally  carpeted  with  it.  Brake  loads  olf 
children,  freely  decorated  with  blue  paper, 
were  driven  about  the  streets  tho  whole 
day. 

Finally,  Air.  Jones  expressed  the  follow- 
ing opinions: — “ If  tho  Cooperative  Party 
is  to  do  nny  good  it.  has  to  fight  many 
losing  battles,  but  we  ought  to  light  them 
in  very  different  circumstances.  We  must 
put  our  men  down  and  say,  here  we  are 
going  to  fight!  and  we  must  concentrate 
on  the  place,  irrespective  of  what  opposi- 
tion comes.” 

Co-operative  Party's  Satisfaction. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Committee 
of  the  Co-operative  Party  in  Manchester  on 
Wednesday,  satisfaction  was  expressed  with 
what  had  been  done  in  connection  with  the 
East  Nottingham  by-election.  It  was  de- 
cided to  convey  the  thanks  of  the  com- 
mittee to  Mr.  Jones  for  the  fight  he  had 
made,  and  to  tho  National  Publishing 


Society  for  the  remarkable  assistance  they 
had  rendered  in  the  campaign,  both  in  re- 
gard to  posters  and  to  the  special  axticles 
in  the  “News,”  which  had  given  the 
Co-operative  candidate  splendid  help  during 
the  fight. 

The  “ Nottingham  Elector,”  a four-page 
election  sheet,  edited  by  Air.  T.  W.  Mercer 
(Co-operative  Union),  which  was  published 
twice  during  thp-eontest , caused  a good  deal 
of  diseam  fortxo  tho  other  parties.  Vital 
points  were  put  to-fche  ©lectors  in  short  and 
pithy  articles  and  paragraphs,  and  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  party  organs  devoted  con- 
siderable space  to  an  attempt  to— answer 
some  of  the  arguments  put  forward  in  the 
“Elector”  proved  that  they  hit  deeply. 


HOURS  AND  WAGES  BOARDS. 


DEPUTATION  TO  DR.  MACNAMARA. 


On  Tuesday  afternopn,  at  tho  House  of 
Commons,  Dr.  Macnamara,  Alinister  of  Labour, 
received  a deputation  from  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  with  respect  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Cave  Committee  on  Trade  Boards, 
and  with  a view  to  placing  tho  co-operative 
opinions  before  the  Ministry  as  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  new  Bill  which  is  to  bo  presented. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P.,  introduced  the 
deputation.  The  co-operative  standpoint  was 
placed  before  the  Minister  by  Mr.  A.  V. 
Alexander  (secretary  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee)  and  Mr.’J.  Pollitt  (Labour  Adviser 
to  the  Co-operative  Union).  There  was  a 
full  and  frank  jntcrchangc  of  views  between 
the  deputation  and  Dr.  Alacnamara.  Our 
report  is  unavoidably  deferred. 


The  members  of  the  new  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Co-operative  Party  are  Airs. 
Close  (Stockton),  and  Messrs.  T.  J.  Henson, 
T.  Liddle,  A.  Barnes,  E.  Whiteley,  G.  Good- 
enough,  and  N.  Maclean,  M.P. 


Photo : C.  P.  Sliaw  (Nottingham). 


Mr.  A.  H.  Jones,  J.P.  (the  Co-operative  candidate),  starting  out  for  a tour  of 
the  constituency. 


LITERATURE. 


OLD  ENGLISH 
STORIES. 


The  not  too  wealthy  book-lover  had  always 
reason  to  bless  the  admirable  Evcrymaa 
Library  of  Messrs.  J.  M.  Dcufc  and  Sons.  Tfce 
new  volume,  “ English  Short  Stories  from  tV 
Fifteenth  to  the  Twentieth  Century.”  whilst 
of  necessity  somewhat  incomplete,  docs  show 
tho  technical  development  of  this  fascinating 
and  distinct  form  of  literary  art.  It  is  open  I 
to  question  whether  somo  of  tho  writers  in. 
eluded  influenced  in  any  way  the  evolution  of 
tho  modern  short  story,  notably  Do  Q.uincey  ; 
and  Dante  Gabriel  Rossetti,  but  the  plcntitudg  j 
of  the  feast  makes  it  rank  ingratitude  to  cavil  1 

There  is  delight  and  inspiration  for  tha 
student  and  general  reader  in  the  quaint 
phraseology  ami  spelling  of  the  earlier  ex- 
amples. Indeed, -tho  period  which  included 
Barnaby  Rich  (sixteenth  century),  Thoms* 
Deloney,  and  Goldsmith  was  an  inspired  one 
and  there  seems  afterwards  a lack  of  virility 
until  J.  M.  Wilson  broke  the  monotony  with 
his  “ Tales  of  the  Border.”  Then  came  Dickens  • 
— a brotherhood  in  himself,  as  Chesterton  w 
aptly  says,  with  the  sins  as  well  as  the  virtues 
of  a brotherhood ; Airs.  Gaskell,  with  homely 
pathos  and  humour ; and  that  lovable  per', 
sonahty  R.  L.  Stevenson,  whose  humanity 
shone  through  even  his  ghastliest  shocker. 

Amongst  the  representative  group  of  modern 
writers  we  find  such  excellent  craftsmen  as 
Walter  de  la  Mare,  “ Q,”  Hugh  Walpole; 
Anthony  Hope,  and  Charles  Lee.  whose  “ Mr, 
Sampson  ” is  in  itself  worth  the  moderate  prica 
of  the  volume  for  the  original  humour  and 
character  drawing.  The  sardonic  irony  o! 
Galsworthy  is  given  full  play  in  ’ Spindle* 
berries,”  but  it  is  given  to  Thomas  Hardy  to 
show  the  full  flower  of  achievement  in  the  art 
of  the  short  story.  His  “ The  Three . 
Strangers”  is  modelled  like  the  glacier-shaped 
valleys  round  a rugged  range  of  hills.  The 
elemental  simplicity,  the  inevit  .L!  - . I.tnca 
of  phrasing,  puts  his  work  alongside  That  of 
the  translators  of  tho  Bible  as  the  standard 
measure  of  tho  glorious  possibilities  of  the 
English  languago. 

T.  Thomt'-'.k. 

“ The  International  Trade  Union  More- . 
ment,”  tho  official  organ -of  the  Interna)  ionalj 
-Federation  of  Trade  Union  . contained  in  iiif 
last  issue  an  excellent  article  from  Mr.  Fred! 
Braudey  dealing  with  **  Trade  Unionism  aud* 
Co-operation  in  Great  Britain.”  Mi.  Brarulcj' 
describes  the  prompt  and  vigorous  aid  rendered 
to  tho  railwaymen  and  tho  miners  during  tho 
great  national  stoppages  of  1919  and  1921.  Ho 
concludes  his  article  on  this  note : “As  tho 
workers  of  Britain  extend  their  faith  in  tho 
mutual  value  of  co-operation  and  trade  union* ' 
ism,  as  they  use  their  power  to  support  co* 
operative  production  and  distribution,  so  will 
the  field  of  capitalist  exploitation  be  limited.. 


The  testimonial  fund  for  Air.  Joint  ' D«uil 
(secretary  of  the  Scottish  Section  of  the  Co* 
operative  Union)  now  amounts  to  £1,035-  j 


Raspberries  and  Cream 

Who  can  resist  that  lovely  summer  J| 
delight — especially  when  the-  Cream  " 
is  Nestle’s  Cream  ? The  Queen  of 
Creams  is  perfection  itself  — ndh  • 
thick,  pure,  and  always  the  same  I 
wherever  you  buy  it.  Nesttfl’s  Cream  'J 
contains  no  adulterants,  and  no  pre*  ^ 
servatives,  and  it  is  the  cream  which 
all  can  digest. 

NESTLES 
™"ck  C REA  Iff 

Often  11  Whipped”— Never  Beaten* 


Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTL&S,  6-8.  Eastcheap.  E.C.L. 


Air  »•  IM2- 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


jNTERNATIONAL  news  service. 


the  great  nijni-novgorod  fair. 

where  east  meets  west  in  trade  interchange. 


. Nij"‘'^ovSoroJ  Fair,  the  greatest  in 
world,  is  to  be  ro-opened  on  August  1st. 
pjilwiiy . which  connects  Nijni-Novgorod 
1 , Moscow,  jwsscs  through  the  principal 
llnufacturing  centres  of  tlio  Government  of 
vhJimir-  Nijui-Novgorod  is  thus  joiued  by 
' y„|ga  with  the  Caspian  Sea  and  the 
tries  around  it — the  Caucasus,  Central 
uid  Persia;  by  the  Kama  with  Siberia 
Far  East,  and  by  the  Oka  and  the 
jln-avs  with  the  industrial  centres.  It  is 
iifttunil  conditions  which  give  such  an 
ppoitanco  to  Nijni-Novgorod  as  a trading 
and  made  the  fair  the  great  meeting- 


*<i  u» 1 


dsre  - 

{ctwoen  East  and  West. 

Tlic  attendance  and  turnover  of  the  fair 
ivied,  but  at  times  as  many  as  400.000 
Kople  gathered  together,  and  the  turnover 
,wxjuted  to  about  300  million  gold  roubles. 

volume  and  variety  of  merehandiss 
^lt  in  at  the  fair  were  very  great.  The 
jhiaf  articles  of  commerce  were:  textiles, 
(tUon  and  woollen  goods,  furs,  skins,  hides, 
|»rsc  and  camel  liair,  precious  stones,  rua.TiU- 
fictoio?  in  iron  and  other  metals  for  tlie  use 
oftlic  peasants  ; also  agricultural  machinery, 
lids,  utensils  of  all  kinds,  Persian  carpets, 
is!  woven  cloths,  «&c. 

The  co-operative  organisations,  from  the 
inception  of  the  co-operative  movement  in 
Russia,  took  an  active  part  iu  the  fair.  In 


for  tho  intercliange  of  commodities 


1896  there  was  a conference  of  delegates  of 
co-operative  organisations  at  Nijni- 
Novgorod,  and  it  was  at  that  conference 
that  it  w?i<s  decided  to  unite  these  organisa- 
tions into  the  All-Russian  Central  Union  of 
Consumers'  Societies  “ Centrosoyus,”  which 
commenced  ite  activities  in  1898,  with  only 
eighteen  affiliated  co-operative  sooieties,  and 
it  is  now  embracing  practically  the  whole 
population  of  Russia. 

Before  the  war,  the  Centrosoyus  actively 
participated  in  tlxe  fair.  It  haj  its  own 
warehouses,  office,  and  hotel  for  accommo- 
dating representatives  of  consumers  and 
other  types  of  co-operatives,  and  brought  to 
the  fair  all  kinds  of  goods  and  raw  materials 
of  home  production,  as  well  as  certain  pro- 
duce from  abroad,  such,  for  instance,  as  rice, 
spices,  &c. 

The  fair  is  being  held  this  year  under  the 
regie  and  with  the  full  ooopemtion  of  the 
Government  and  of  co-operative  organisa- 
tions. Ample  and  suitable  warehouse 
accommodation  exists,  and  the  questions  of 
special  hanking  facilities  and  of  the  most 
suitable  form  of  financial  operations  for  the 
fair  are  at  present  under  consideration. 
No  imposts  or  hindrances  of  any  kind  will  he 
placed  upon  the  import  of  goods,  nor  on  the 
export  of  purchases  made  at  the  fair. 

Additional  information  may  bo  obtained 
of  the  Centrosoyus.  at  68,  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields,  London,  W.C.  2. 


AN  EDUCATIONAL  PILGRIMAGE. 


MR. 


ALBERT  MANSBRIDGE’S  AMERICAN 

EXPERIENCES.  ~ 


SPECIAL  INTERVIEW  BY  OUR  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT. 


Looking  bronzed  and  fit,  Mr.  Albert  Mans- 
bridgo  appeared  to  have  greatly  benefited  by 
his  American  tour,  when  I recently  saw  him 
at  tho  headquarters  of  the  World’s  Associa- 
tion for  Adult  Education,  at  13,  John-street, 
Adelphi,.  where  he  was  immersed  in  the  work 
to  which  he  lias  devoted  his  best  years. 

As  many  of  the  readers  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” arc  aware,  Mr.  Mansbridge  had  the 
distinguished  honour  conferred  upon  him  of 
being  invited  to  deliver  the  Lowell  lectures  in 
America  this  year  This  distinction  is  reserved 
to  lecturers  of  front  rank,  and  is  eagerly  coveted 
by  the  foremost  public  men  of  the  United 
States  as  conferring  the  imprimatur  of  dis- 
tinction. Judging  from  the  reports  in  the 
American  press,  Mr.  Mansbridge  well  main- 
tained the  high  standard  reached  by  his  pre- 
decessors in  this  honoured  position.  He  has 
returned  homo  toore  enthusiastic  than  ever 
in  the  cause  of  education,  and  is  devoting  his 
superabundant  energies  to  the  work  of  the 
World  Association  for  Adult  Education,  which 
is  gradually  spreading  its  influence  and  in- 
creasing its  reputation,  and  the  Central  Library 
for  Students,  which  has  recently  moved  to- 
new  promises  near  the  British  Museum.  In 
addition,  his  unique  organising  abilities  are 
devoted  to  the  seafarers’  educational  services, 
which  have  proved  successful  in  all  aspects, 
and  to  the  British  Institute  of  Adult  Educa- 
tion, in  connection  with  which  Lord  Haldane 
is  carrying  out  a magnificent  work  for  adult 
education. 


AUSTRIAN  EXPERIMENT. 

MUNICIPAL  CO-OPERATIVES. 

Ah  interesting  phase  of  co-operative  activity 
his  been  brought  about  in  Austria  through  th6 
economic  stress  of  the  times.  It  has  arisen 
h the  attempt  to  organise  the  food 
supplies  in  towns  and  villages  whilst  eliminating 
Ik  middlemen,  to  accomplish  which  there  is  a 
collaboration  between  municipalities  and  co- 
operative consumers’  societies. 

The  most  frequent-  form  of  this  collaboration 
i»  a society  constituted  by  the  municipality 
concerned  and  some  co-operative  organisation. 
Take  Vienna,  for  example ; here  the  muni- 
cipality and  the  Austrian  C.W.S.  have  jointly 
ertaWisiied  a society  for  tho  sale  of  food  and 
another  one  for  butcher’s  meat.  The  first  was 
founded  last  March,  with  a capital  of  60,000,000 
eroros,  two-thirds  being  provided  by  tho 
ton  and  the  other  third  by  the  C.W.S.  The 
committee  responsible  is  composed  of  repre- 
smtatives  of  the  town  and  of  the  C.W.S. 
o proportion  to  the  capital  subscribed.  The 
Bciety  turns  over  its  takings  to  the  town  and 
Py3  interest  of  2 per  cent,  to,  the  C.W.S.  for 
use  of  materials  and  equipment  placed  at 
disposal.  It  is  agreed  that,  during  the  first 
“Te  years  of  the  society’s  operations,  80  per 
feot  of  the  profits  shall  be  put  to  a develop- 
ment fund. 

Hie  butchery  society  was  formed  a year 
so°'  w*tb  the  aid  of  the  municipality,  by  the 
U'-S.  and  the  trade  organisation  concerned. 

society  has  at  its  service  an  up-to-date 
•hattoir  with  ninety-three  retail  shops-.  It 
Prides  meat  at  much  less  price  than  that  of 
Pr>vate  butchers. 


Dalian  knighthood 

r°R  CAV.S.  REPRESENTATIVE. 

The  King  of 
Italy,  during  his 
rcoent  visit  to  Den- 
mark, conferred 
the  honour  of  the 
Knight  of  the 
Crown  of  Italy 
upon  Herre  H.  C. 
Kongstad,  the  re- 
presentative of  tho 
C.W.S.  at  Esbjerg, 
for ' services  ren- 
dered as  the  Italian 
Consul  at  that 
port. 

C.  Kongstad.  Gavaliere  Kong- 
br  stad  is  a very  popu- 

K*u  # 0nnhty,  his  genial  nature  and  busi- 
making  him  a persona  grata  in 
hr.  j circles  of  commerce  and  agricul* 

ln  native  kingdom. 


c»-- «.  c 


OOQ  q I ,, 

Nil  «3L*R.  — “ It  does  you  great 

y " MiUgnte  Monthly  ”)  and 
■ - \ xvV?n  WPe  'yord  of  admira- 
'V ell-known  Physician. 


PAYING  A DEBT. 

SEAFARERS'  EDUCATION  SERVICE  AT  WORK 

AN  IDEA  WORTH  DEVELOPING. 


By  PERCY  REDFERN. 


A notable  conference  has  just  been  held  at 
Cambridge.  It  was  a conference  of  diverse 
elements.  A number  of  great  shipowners  were 
there,  and  in  contrast  with  them  came  a group 
of  leaders  of  seafarers’  trade  unions.  These 
latter  were  men  who  had  gone  round  the  Horn 
at  nine  years  old,  yet  had  only  learned  to  read 
at  sixteen,  or  who  had  survived  storms  and 
hardships  that  Chinamen  failed  to  endure.  The 
rest  of  the  conference  ranged  from  admirals  in 
the  navy,  Government  officials,  and  educational 
experts  to  self-educated  workers  present  to 
support  a workers’  cause.  These  different 
people  spent  a week-end  together,  generously 
entertained  by  the  Masters  and  Fellows  of  an 
ancient  college.  Unofficial  representatives, 
their  purpose  was  to  confer  freely  on  the  Sea- 
farers’ Education  Service. . 

Britain's  Debt  to  the  Seamen. 

Forty  million  people  in  Great  Britain  depend 
both  for  life  and  comfort  on  tho  merchant 
ships  and  the  200,000  or  more  merchant  sea- 
men who  man  and  work -the  ships  of  Britain. 
Yet,  apart  from  the  religious  missions  (excel- 
lent within  their  purpose),  no  agency  cares  for 
the  men  at  sea.  The  worker  on  land  has  muni- 
cipal libraries,  art  galleries,  evening  schools 
and  classes,  music  in  the  parks.  Co-operative 
libraries,  lectures,  and  concerts  equally  are 
open  to  him.  Cinemas  are  round  every  corner, 
and  newspapers  appear  almost  every  hour.  But 
seamen,  once  at  sea,  arc  cut  off  from  all  these. 
Not  so  much  as  the  contents  of  a billposter’s 
hoarding  varies  tho  empty  outlook.  Assumo 
that  a man  is  in  regular  work,  and  away  from 
home  ten  months  out  of  the  twelve,  and  he 
will  miss  nearly  everything  which  stores  tho 
mind  of  the  worker  on  land  and  gives  the  latter 
ideas  and  a voice  in  public  affairs.  A speaker 
at  the  Cambridge  conference  described  men  he 
had  sailed  with  as  being  so  hungry  for  reading 
matter  that  they  were  glad  even  of  a copy  of 
“ Weldon’s.” 

Why  Not  for  Seamen7 

This  speaker  was  an  originator  of  the  Sea- 
farers’ Education  Service.  An  Oxford  student, 
ho  had  taken  holidays  on  cargo  boats.  At 
Oxford  he  asked  his  friend  Albert  Mansbridge 
if  something  educational  could  not  be  arranged 
for  seamen.  Tho  force  of  the  question  was 
apparent.  Mr.  Mansbridge  promised  at  once, 
and  got  to  work.  An  informal  conference  of 
seamen's  trade  union  leaders,  seamen’s  mis- 
sions representatives,  anid  educationalists  was 
held,  and  a Commission  of  the  World  Associa- 
tion of  Adult  Education  was  set  up  for  inquiry 
and  experiment. 

Shipowners  and  Libraries. 

The  Commission  had  to  consider  a position 


different  from  anything  on  land.  On  shore  any 
association  may  independently  rent  and  occupy 
premises.  At  sea,  one  can’t  independently  hire 
a section  of  a ship.  The  vessels,  while  being 
temporary  homes,  are  business  premises  of  the 
shipowners.  Hence  the  co-operation  of  the 
owners  was  sought,  and  in  the  case  of  the  heads 
of  a number  of  the  largest  companies  their 
goodwill  and  help  have  been  secured. 

During  the  last  two  years,  then,  experimental 
libraries  have  been  fitted  up  on  a number  of 
ships.  Classes  and  discussions  have  been 
organised  on  board  for  all  men  off  duty.  A 
cinema  outfit  has  gone  to  sea  on  one  vessel, 
with  happy  results.  And  Australian  help  has 
been  enlisted  for  shore  work  amongst  crews 
during  stays  in  port. 

And  Musio,  Too? 

At  the  recent  conference  at  Caius  College 
(Cambridge),  where  the  Master  is  brother  to 
Sir  Kenneth  Anderson,  head  of  the  Orient  Line, 
all  these  beginnings,  with  their  implications 
and  possible  extensions,  were  freely  discussed. 
A Liverpool  docker  and  ex-sailor  sent  a plea 
for  tho  love  of  music,  proved  by  the  old  sea 
chanties ; and  a keen  demand  was  made  for 
musio.  Old  seamen  asked  for  music  even  before 
books.  And  while  gramophones  were  talked 
of,  the  C.W.S,  employees’  Male  Voice  Choii* 
was  quoted  as  showing  how  musical  taste  could 
develop.  An  old  sea  captain  and  son  of  sea 
captains  privately  was  inclined  to  doubt  some 
of  these  developments.  He  could  feel  the 
spirit  of  past  generations  declaring  in  scorn, 
“ They’ll  be  wanting  ballrooms  next ! ” But 
having  seen  so  many  changes  at  sea,  he  con- 
tented himself  with  adding,  “ I suppose  it’s 
Evolution.” 

Still  Co-operators. 

This  seafarers’  education,  and  all  adult 
education,  said  Albert  Mansbridge  in  a fine 
address,  is  a reaching  out  from  oursefves  in 
order  taunderstand,  leading  to  a fuller  realising 
of  ourselves  througii  knowledge  and  under- 
standing. That  is  one  aspect  of  the  move- 
ment. Another  (dwelt  upon  at  the  conference) 
is  tho  duty  of  the  community.  Although 
isolated  at  sea,  these  men,  as  one  seamen’s 
leader  said,  arc  still  citizens.  I would  add  that 
in  many  coses  they  are  still  co-operators.  So 
far,  tho  shipowners,  the  trade  unions,  and  the 
Carnegie  Trust  have  chiefly  provided  the  funds. 
It  3eoms  to  me  that  some  small  part  of  our 
educational  grants  is  morally  duo,  also.  And 
there  is  certainly  a duo  to  pay  in  goodwill  and 
practical  fellowship  to  all  those  who  spend 
working  lives  cut  off  from  the  community  on 
land  by  the  isolations  of  the  seiw 


The  Educational  " Cuts.” 

“ I left  England  profoundly  depressed 
because  of  the  inroads  made  into  educational  _ 
finance,”  Mr.  Mansbridge  said  in  the  conrse  oi  * 
our  chat.  “ I had,  however,  no  feeling  of 
resentment  against  the  Geddes  Committee 
being  asked  to  save  £100,000.000,  and  making 
certain  recommendations.  Naturally,  the  ex- 
penditure on  education  came  within  the  terms 
of  their  reference.  I felt  that  educationalists 
would  have  profited  if  they  had  recognised 
this,  and  pledged  themselves  to  root  out  every 
possible  bit  of  wastage,  rather  than  to  have 
treated  it  as  a kind  of  1 ark  of  the  Lord.’  Ol 
course,  the  expenditure  on  real  education 
ought  to  be  very  much  greater,  if  England  is 
to  make  the  best  of  herself.  If  I really  confess 
as  to  the  gjjent  in  educational  matters  which 
depressed  me  most  of  all  it  was  the  refusal 
of  the  grant  of  £10,000  to  the  co-operative 
college  by  the  C.W.S.,  after  the  plebiscite  of 
the  societies.  It  seems  somewhat  illogical 
that  whilst  co-operators  were  prepared,  and 
rightly  so,  to  resent  any  attempt  to  reduce  tho 
natioqal  educational  expenditure,  they  have 
refused  assistance  to  what  at  least  would  have 
been  a most  useful  and  desirable  effort  in  the 
development  of  a college  for  working  people. 
In  any  ease  the  education  of  co-operators  has 
been  sadly  crippled.  All  I can  hope  is  that 
this  will  soon  be  put  right. 

American  Higher  Education. 

Speaking  of  his  American  experience,  Mr. 
Mansbridge  stated  : “ I found  a tremendous 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  older  universities 
in  this  country.  I gave  eight  lectures  on 
‘ TEe  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge : 
Historic  and  Present.’  I lectured  at  tho 
Universities  in  New  York,  Chicago,  Wisconsin, 
and  other  places,  and  also  the  chief  women’s 
colleges  such  as  Bryn  Mawr,  Vassa,  Mount 
Holyoake.  An  address  was  also  given  to  the 
Central  Labour  Union  of  Boston.  I was  able 
to  help  tho  trade  union  colleges  in  their  work. 
The  desire  for  education  is  keen  ; the  number 
of  universities  and  colleges  of  a recognised 
level  is  very  great.  A university  or  college 
education  is  regarded  as  the  normal  thing ; 
in  fact,  almost  the  same  as  a secondary  educa- 
tion >'s  regarded  in  this  country.  In  a town 
like  Chicago  there  is  the  north-western  college 
on  one  side,  with  7,000  or  8,000  students  ; 
and  in  another  part  there  is  the  Ghicago  Uni- 
versity, with  an  equal  number  of  students. 
The  buildings  are  magnificent,  whilst  the 
professors  are  of  the  highest  standard.  It 
almost  seems  that  in  some  places  universities 
are  in  every  quarter  of  the  town.” 

'■  Is  there  the  same  keenness  there  amongst 
organised  labour  ? ” I asked. 

“ Organised  labour  is  keen  upon  education, 
and  ready  to  respond  to  an  educational  appeal. 
Some  of  the  unions,  specially  the  Garment 
Workers’  Union,  have  a whole  range  of  classes. 
There  are  workers’  colleges  in  a number  of 
towns.  Students  are  brought  into  touch 
with  these  through  the  Workers’  Educational 
Bureau,  of  which  Mr.  Spencer  Miller  is  the 
able  and  self-sacrificing  secretary.  They  are 
ready  to  respond  to  a democratic  appeal  in 
the  sense  that  complete  education  will  be  best 
brought  about  by  the  co-operation  of  all 
peoplo  of  goodwill.  They  are  anxious  to 
utilise  the  universities  and  colleges,  although 
it  must  be  said  that  the  trustees  of  the  uni- 
versities are  often  determined  that  nothing 
shall  be  said  or  taught  which  appears  to  be 
contrary  to  their  interests,  usually  the  vested 
business  interests.  It  is  fortunate  that  there 
is  nothin"  corresponding  to  the  American 
Board  of  Trustees  in  this  country.  In  spite 
of  this  they  perceive  clearly  that  the  university 
is  the  most  important  organisation  in  the 
community.  I have  not  addressed  a more 
enthusiastic  audience  than  that  afforded  me 
by  tho  Boston  Central  Labour  Union  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon.  Although  I waa  an 
Englishman,  these  trade  unionists,  largely 
Irish  Catholics,  responded  splendidly  to  my 
appeal  for  democratic  education.” 

Adult  Education. 

“ Is  the  cause  of  adult  education  making 
progress  in  the  United  State®  ? ” 

“ There  is  a general  desire  that  the  World’s 
Association  for  Adult  Education  should  do 
work  in  America.  Steps  are  being  taken  to 
that  end  by  the  representatives  of  the  bodies 
at  work  now.  Of  course,  the  Workers’  Educa- 
tional Association  is  a body  for  which  there 
is  great  admiration  both  in  educational  and 
industrial  circles,  and  it  was  upon  its  work 
that  I mostly  spoke,  but  they  feel  that  they 
must  develop  their  own  methods,  because  of 
theirpeculiar  difficulties.” 

“ Were  you  brought  in  contact  with  tho 
co-operative  movement  in  your  travels  ? 

“ I met~Dr.  Warbasse  and  other  pioneers 
who  are  doing  their  best  to  develop  the  Roch- 
dale svstem  in  America  into  the  force  it  should 
bo.  I am  quite  convinced  that  a really  capable 
speaker  on  co-operatio®  interpreting  his  ideas 
to  an  American  audience  will  be  sure  of  a 
cordial  welcome.” 

Dealing  with  his  general  impressions.  Mr. 
Mansbriogo  said  : "lam  convinced  that  tho 
future  of  tho  world  depends  for  its  happiness 
upon  a genuine  alliance  between  the  United 
States  and  tho  British  commonwealth  of 
nations.  Tho  United  States  are  so  vast,  and 
present  so  many  different  aspects  that  I feel 
precluded  from  saying  anything  on  this  point 
other  than  a general  comment.  I felt  when  I 
entered  tho  United  States  like  a child  going 
into  a big  exhibition.  When  I came  out  1 felt 
like  a child  lost  in  a Big  exhibition.” 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


ELY  MANAGER’S 

HONOUR. 

ELEVATED  TO  .MAGISTERIAL  BENCH. 


Mr.  B.  Touch 
(manager  and  sec- 
retary of  the  Ely 
(Cambs.)  Society) 
has  been  appointed 
a Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  Ely 
Potty  Sessional 
Division,  and  has 
been  inundated 
with  congratula- 
tions from  various 
parts  of  tliiA  county. 
Mr.  Touch  now 
shares  with  Mr.  W. 
Bailey,  who  is  a 
member  of  the 
Mr.  B.  Touch,  J.P.  co-operative  com- 

mittee of  manage- 
ment, the  distinction  of  being  the  only 
Labour  magistrates  in  the  city. 

Under  the  regime  of  Mr.  13.  Touch,  the 
business  of  the  Ely  Co-operative  Society  has 
developed  considerably.  Coming  from 

March,  where  he  was  connected  with  the 
Peterborough  Society,  fourteen  years  ago, 
Mr.  Touch  invoked  new  schemes  which  cul- 
minated in  success.  At  that  time  the  mem- 
bership of  the  society  was  500,  and  it  now 
stands  at  2,200.  The  financial  turnover  has 
likewise  advanced  from  £100  to  £1,000 
weekly,  and  to  meet  the  increased  trade  it 
lias  been  found  necessary  during  the  last 
few  years  to , open  branches  at  Sutton, 
Littleport,  and  another  part  of  the  city. 

Testimony  to  the  esteem'  in  which  Mr. 
Touch  is  held  in  co-operative  spheres  was 
forthcoming  twelve  months  ago,  when  he 
was  elected  secretary  of  the  Cambridge  Dis- 
trict Association  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

In  the  public  and  religious  life  of  the  city 
Mr.  Touch  al§o  played  a leading  part.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Nursing  Association, 
Board  of  Guardians,  Burial  Board,  and  a 
parochial  overseer.  His  work  for  Noncon- 
formity is  well  known,  and  among  other 
offices  he  is  secretary  of  the  Ely  and  District 
Free  Church  Council,  superintendent  of  the 
Countess  of  Huntingdon  Sunday  School, 
and  vice-president  of  the  P.S.A. 


AN  OUTPOST. 

DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  AT 

KEYWORTH. 

A well-attended  conference  of  delegates 
from  societies  and  guilds  in  the  Nottingham 
district  was  held  at  Kcyworth  on  Saturday. 

It  is  several  years  since  a conference  was 
held  at  this  outpost  of  the  district,  but  the 
local  co-operators,  during  their  less  prosperous 
times,  were  always  anxiously  looking  forward 
to  being  in  a position  to  entertain,  and  last 
Saturday  saw  the  realisation  of  their  ambition. 
To  find  them  in  such  a flourishing  condition 
was  indeed  gratifying,  and  it  can  safely  be 
assumed  that  under  the  present  efficient 
management  there  are  great  days  ahead  for 
Ke3' worth  Society. 

As  is  customary  at  the  midsummer  con- 
ference, the  subject  for  discussion  was  the 
Congress  report,  given  by  the  association’s 
delegate.  Mr.  Jones  (Netherfield)  main- 
tained the  high  standard  set  by  previous  dele- 
gates in  giving  their  reports,  and  was  con- 
gratulated on  the  able  manner  in  which  he 
dealt  with  so  many  of  the  more  important 
subjects  discussed  at  Brighton  in  the  short 
time  at  his  disposal.  He  had  attended  the 
sittings  of  Congress  and  the  auxiliary  meetings 
most  conscientiously,  and  imparted  to  the 
delegates  some  of  the  enthusiasm  to  he  gained 
by  participating  in  these  great  assemblies. 

There  was  a fairly  good  discussion. 

After  tea,  kindly  provided  by  the  local 
society,  the  Association  elected  the  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year,  as  follows : — -Mr.  F. 
Hays  (Jacksdalc  Bakery),  chairman  ; Mr.  P. 
Harris  (Nottingham  Printers),  secretary  ;v  Mr. 
E.  Forsyth  (Bmwell),  editor  of  “ Record  ” and 
treasurer ; Messrs.  J.  T.  Jennison  (Midland 
Laundries)  and  S.  Godley,  (Annesley  Wood-, 
house),  auditors  ; and  Messrs.  >S.  H.  Brown, 
J.P.  (Nottingham),  Geo.  Peach  (Selston), 
H.  Jones  (Netherfield),  G.  A.  Arnold  (South- 
well),  and  \y.  Blood  (Ruddington),  together 
with  tho  chairman,  secretary,  and  editor, 
executive  committee. 


GALA  AT  TIMSBURY. 


C.I.S.  EMPLOYEE’S 

NEW  POST. 

TRANSFER  FROM  MANCHESTER 

TO  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  staff  of  the 
Insurance  Society’s 
fire  department,  at 
Manchester,  met  to- 
gether on  Wednesday, 
last  week  to  wish  Mr. 
T.  J.  Clarke  the  best 
of  luck  in  the  new  ]>ost 
he  has  taken  up — that 
of  chief  clerk  of  the 
Nottingham  branch 
of  tho  society.  Inci- 
dentally, they  showed 
their  goodwill  towards 
him  in  a tangible  way 
by  making  nim  the 
recipient  of  a gold  watch  and  a gold-mounted 
fountain  pen.  Mr.  Clarke  is  one  of  tho  oldest 
members  of  the  staff,  having  been  employed 
with  the  C.T.S.  f(*r  about  twenty  years  ; and 
his  collengues  were,  therefore,  gratified  that 
his  abilities  had  secured  for  nim  a more 
responsible  post. 

Mr.  F.  Street  (manager  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment), in  handing  over  the  gifts,  on  behalf  of 
the  staff,  paid  tribute  to  the  quality  of  Mr. 
Clarke’s  work  during  the  long  period  he  had 
been  with  the  society,  and  pointed  out  that 
he  was  going  to  a new  district,  where  there 
would  be  greater  scope  for  him. 

Mr.  Clarke  suitably  acknowledged  the  gifts. 

His  service  with  the  society  is  almost 
twenty  years  save  for  the  three-and-a-half 
years  in  the  army.  He  spent  over  three  years- 
in  France  on  the  staff  of  the  British  G.H.Q., 
and  during  that  period  he  was  mentioned  in 
despatches  and  was  awarded  the  Meritorious 
Service  Medal. 


IN  LIQUIDATION. 


AFFAIRS  OF  PENRHIWCEIBER. 


When  the  creditors  of  the  Penrhiwceiber 
Industrial  Society  (in  voluntary  liquidation) 
met  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Arthur  Collins  (Bristol) 
presented  a statement  of  affairs  showing  that 
the  society's  liabilities  were  £6,458  to  trade 
creditors,  £1,833  to  cash  creditors,  there  being 
in  addition  a fully  secured  creditor  for  £300.* 
The  bank  overdraft  amounted  to  £7,464, 
which  was  partly  secured.  The  total  liabilities 
ranking  for  dividend  were  £9,756.  In  regard 
to  assets,  the  stock-in-trade  was  put  down  at 
£2,656,  book  debts  of  £4,965  were  estimated  to 
produce  £2,793,  fittings,  &c.,  £123,  motor  van, 
£250,  and  cash  in  hand  3s.  7d.,  making  a total 
of  £5,821.  Preferential  charges,  rates,  &c., 
would  absorb  £177,  leaving  tho  assets  at 
£5,644,  of  which  £4,111  would  be  available 
for  dividend. 

Mr.  Collins  said  that  the  society  was  estab- 
lished in  1885,  and  had  been  carried  on  with 
varying  success.  The  causo  of  failure  in- 
cluded liabilities  incurred  in  consequence  of 
several  actions  taken  against  the  society. 
One  question  that  would  arise  would  be  the 
liability  of  the  members  in  regard  to  their 
shares,  as  under  the  rules  it  was  stipulated 
that  they  were  each  to  hold  five  £1  shares, 
but  many  of  them  had  not  more  than  a nominal 
portion  of  a share. 

Mr.  W.  Thomas  (Aberdare),  solicitor  to  the 
society,  said  that  the  society  had  done  its 
utmost  to  keep  goiug.  Several  of  the  members 
had  put  their  life  savings  into  it  in  the  hope 
of  tiding  it  over.  The  members  had  been 
very  severely  hit  by  the  long  period  of  bad 
trade  in  the  coalfields. 

Replying  to  a question,  Mr.  Arthur  Collins 
said  that  the  stock-in-trade  was  valued  by  a 
committee  elected  by  the  society,  but  the 
members  of  tho  committee  were*  frequently 
coal  miners  and  knew  little  about  such  a 
business.  — 

A resolution  confirming  the  voluntary 
liquidatipn  was  passed,  and  All-.  Arthur  Collins 
agreed  to  as  liquidator. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

The  East  London  Toy  Factory,  a co- 
operative undertaking,  is  exhibiting  at  the- 
London  market  and  fair,  which  was  opened 
at  the  Royal  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington, 
oil  Monday.  All  co-operators  interested  can 
obtain  tickets  of  admission  on  application 
to  the  manageress,  45,  Norman-road, 
Bow,  E. 

- Under  the  auspices  of  the  Epping 
Society’s  educational  committee,  a-  delightful 
trip  to  Windsor  was  arranged  by  Mrs. 
Pightling  recently.  Three  charabancs  were 
requisitioned,  and  after  a pleasant  ride  the 
places  of  interest  in  the  royal  borough  were 
visited  and  much  appreciated.  Six  hours 
were  spent  in  sight-seeing,  with  interludes 
for  lunch  and  tea.  The  ride  home  through 
country  all.  the  way  was  not  the  least  en- 
joyable part  of  the  trip,  and  when  Epping 
was  reached  at  10  p.m.,  although  tired,  the 
party  gave  a sigh  of  regret  that  such  a 
happy  day  had  ended. 

The  Fulham  branch  of  the  London 
Society's  Mixed  Guild  (lnte  West  London 
(Central)  Men’s  Guild)  have  closed  for  the 
summer  vacation,  and  reopen  with  a social 
evening  on  Wednesday,  September  27th. 
It  lias  been  decided  to  allocate  the  last 
Wednesday  in  each  month  during  the 
winter  for  a free  social  evening  for  all  co- 
operators  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Dawes- 
road,  Fulham. 


CANTERBURY'S  DAY. 


HAPPY  CHILDREN. 


Thursday,  June  29th,  will  long  be  remem- 
bered as  a red-letter  day  in  the  history  of 
the  co-operative  movement,  which  is  win- 
ning its  way  in  the  Royal  City  of  Canter- 
bury. The  day  started  with  lovely  sunshine 
and  all  expectations  were  high,  until  the 
roar  of  thunder  and  flash  "of  lightning 
'seemed  to  indicate  that  the  day  of  pleasure 
fwas  at  an  end. 

However,  the  rays  of  sunshine  again 
■pierced  the  dark  clouds,  and  at  four  o'clock 
V00  blithe  and  happy  little  fines  could  be 
jseen  in  groups  of  fifty,  partaking  of  the 
sumptuous  ten  t-liut  bad  been  provided  to 
meet  tliear  requirements,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  conducted  themselves  was 
deserving  of  the  highest  commendation. 

It  was  a.  day  in  which  children  of  all 
classes  recognised  in  each  other  their  own 
common  nature  and  felt  at  home.  There 
appeared  no  distinctions  and  differences  ns 
is  common  in  people  of  riper  years.  They 
were  little  hoys  and  girls,  and  their 
pleasant,  smiling  faces  tcld  all  they  felt  in 
the  way  of  tendering  thanks  for  . all  that 
had  been  clone  for  them.  Swings  and  see- 
saws and  sports  were  organised,  lint  un- 
fortunately the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
in  the  evening  curtailed  much  of  the 
programme. 

The  end  of  the  day  arrived,  and  nineteen 
conveyances  full  of  happy  faces  shouting 
thanks  and  waving  adieus  left  behind  them 
the  picturesque  little  village  of  Wes  there ; 
and  all  prcvsent  felt  that  no  time  of  life  can 
be  so  expressive  of  thanks  ns  that  of 
childhood. 


ENFIELD  SOCIETY'S  JUBILEE. 

Active  preparations  are  being  made  bj’ 
the  committee  of  the  Enfield  Highway 
Society  for  the  jubilee  celebrations,  which 
take  place  on  July  13th,  14th,  and  15th_ 
Tho  society  was  established  on  July  13th, 
1872.  On  Jujy  13th  an  exhibition  of  G.WjS. 
productions  will  be  opened  in  the  Co-opera- 
tive Hall,.  Enfield  Highway,  by  Mr.  T.  G. 
Arnold  (C.W.S.).  On  the  same  day  there 
will  be  a parade  of  the  society's  vehicles, 
starting  from  Hertford  at  1-30  p.m.,  and 
proceeding  through  the  main  streets  to 
Enfield  Highway  and  Ponders  End.  Prizes 
will  l>e  awarded  to  the  best  decorated 
vehicles  and  also  for  the  best  fancy  dresses 
in  tho  procession.  A public  concert-meeting 
will  take  place  at  Eastfield-road  Council 
School  on  Saturday,  the  15th  inst.  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wliybrew  (ex-president)  will  preside, 
and  an  address  will  be  given  by  Mr.  John 
Howl  (the  society’s  president).  Special 
treats  for  the  children'are  to  bo  arranged 
in  the  outlying  districts. 


The  National  Amalgamated,  Union  o'f 
Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and 
Clerks  has  for  some  time  past  been  in 
negotiation  with  the  Cardiff  Society  con- 
cerning. the  question  of  working  short-time 
and  a new  wages  agreement.  A settle- 
ment has  now  been  effected,  under  which 
working  short-time  lias  been  stopped  and 
new  rates  of  wages  have  been  put  into 
operation. 


The  Timsbury  branch  of  the  Rad  stock 
Society  had  a wet  day  for  their  annual  tea, 
gala,  and  meeting.  In  spite  of  this,  how- 
ever, the  members’  tea,  at  which  over  260 
adults  and  over -400  juveniles  were  catered 
for,  proved  to  be  a great  success.  The 
usual  parade  and  sports  had  to  be  pcst- 
x>uod,  but  the  fancy-dress  competition  was 
leld  in  a marquee  erected  in  the  field.  The 
standard  of  excellence  reached  by  the  com- 
petitors was  oo  high  that  Mr.  Gent  (general 
manager.  Itadstock)  had  a difficult  task  to 
select  the  winners.  The  children  were 
tastefully  clothed  from  hea<J  to  foot  in 
C.W.S.  advertisements.  “Jennie”  of  the 
fish  section  was  much  in  evidence.  Tire 
Pelaw-  advocates  extended  its  application  to 
their  features,  and  made  them  bright  and 
shining.  " The  Woman..' with  the  Basket  ” 
was  very  popular,  whilst  bannerettes  pro- 
claiming the  merits  of  co-operation  - were 
plentiful.  The  decisions  of  the  judge  gave 
every  satisfaction,  and  the  effective  display 
of  the  children  was  greatly  admired. 

In  the  evening  a great  meeting  and 
demonstration  was  held  in  the  Church 
Houce.  The  president  of  the  Radstrck 
Society  (Mr.  J.  Bryant)  occupied  the  chair. 
Tho  principal  speakers  were  Mr.  W.  H. 
Flowers  (sectional  organiser)  and  Mr.  Geo. 
Ward  (Labour  candidate  for  the  Wilts 
Division).  Both  speakers  dealt  with  their 
subjects  very  effectively.  Mr  W.  Beard 
(educational  secretary,  Itadstock)  referred 
to  the  educational  aspect  of  the  movement 
and  Mr.  Gent  (general  manager)  spoke  of 
the  personal  sacrifice  of  the  early  co-opera- 
tors. The  affair  was  organised  by  the  local 
Timsbury  committee,  who  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  such  a successful  gathering." 


COPARTNERSHIP  WORKERS 

AT  "SHORNELLS.” 

LECTURE  BY  MR.  W.  G.  CONSTABLE. 


Last  week-end  the  Co-operative  Copartner- 
ship Propaganda  Committee  held  a school  at 
“ Snornells,  ’ and  struck  out  in  a somewhat 
broader  line  of  education  by  securing  the 
services  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Constable  (curator  of 
the  Wallace  Collection),  who  delivered  a most 
instructive  lecture  on  “ Art  in  the  Social  Life 
of  the  Nineteenth  Century'.” 

Mr.  -Constable  traced  the  influence  of  the 
French  Revolution  upon  art  and  also  the  part 
played  by  art  during  those  stirring  times. 
Coming  nearer  homo  the  lecturer  dealt  with 
.ho  work  of  Turner,  ltuskin,  and  William 
Morris,  and  tlicir  influence  upon  the  social 
life  of  their  country.  Mr.  Constable  made  a 
strong  appeal  for  the  greater  use  of  our  national 
libraries  and  museums  in  tho  work  of  educa- 
tion. 

This  lecture  must  have  been  of  real  value 
to  tho  printers,  bookbinders,  and  others 
engaged  m tho  arts  from  tho  copartnership. 
"Centres. 

Other  lecturers  at  the  school  were  Mrs- 
Victor  Branford  (Sociological  Society),  Mr- 
Robert  Halstead  (Leicester),  and  Mr.  J. 
Reeves  (Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational 
department),  who  respectively  dealt  with 
, “ Copartnership  and  Guild  Socialism,”  ‘‘  Tho 
Producer’s  Place  in  Industry,”  and  “ Tho 
Ethical  Significance  of  Co-operation.” 


Mu.  T.  J.  Clarice  • 
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MIDLAND  JOTTINGS, 

A speeia!  sale  day  at  the  Leicester  &*• 
on  Thursday  was  devoted  to  the  well  t ■ 
and  favoured  “Morning  Star”  prodi^ 

The  bakery  employees  of  the  (W* 
Society  lmd  an  outing  to  Matlock  on  Satnl* 
and  despite  the  wet  weather  had  an  enft 
motor  1,6  JOUrney  waa  accomplished'4 1* 


ouiweii  society  jiaci  a motor  trip  to  tiie 
wood  Forest  district  on  Saturday,  and  vfei 
Coalville,  where  they  had  tea  in  the  IWs 
Hall,  an  excellent  spread  being  provided  i 
Mr.  T.  Grosert  (Coalville  Society’s  WJ 
manager).  After  a happy  hour  or  so  in  ,i 
colliery  town,  the  party  proceeded  to 
house  Eaves  on  the  return  journey.  KaA 
in  the  day,  Mr.  Grosert  had  provided  dinr 
in  the  Progressive  Hall  for  a party 
Somercotcs.  • 3 w 


The  last  rally  of  the  Midland  Men’s  Guilds 
Sutton  Coalfield  Park  was  so  successful  tb* 
further  rullies  are  to  be  arranged.  On 
day,  July  15th,  a sort  of  interim  gathering  hij 
been  arranged  by  tho  District  Council,  to  tab 
pluce  at  the  same  place,  when  future  rallia 
will  be  discussed.  Tho  Council  have  arrangd 
for  a erjeket  match  between  the  Small  Hatl 
Men’s  Guild  and  the  rest  of  the  affiliated 
guilds,  and  those  desirous  of  hitting  tb 
feather  are  requested  to  send  their  names  to 
the  District  Council  secretary,  Mr.  0.  PoweS 
142,  Newcombe-road,  Handsworth,  Birmin/ 
ham. 


A meeting  will  be  held  next  Wednesday  u 
8 p.m.  at  the  guildroom,  Stratford-had, 
Sparkliill,  to  select  a candidate  for  the  mil 
council  election  in  November.  All  co-operatoa 
who  desire  co-operative  representation  m 
the  Birmingham  City  Council  to  be  iricreastA 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 


At  Hugglescoto  Parish  Church  on  Saturday 
last  the  wedding  was  solemnised  by  Cara 
Broughton  (Vicar),  of  Miss  Agnes  Pearson  aid 
Mr.  J.  T.  Williamson.  For  some  time  tb 
bride  has  been  engaged  as  an  assistant  in  tb 
drapery  department  of  the  Coalville  Society, 
and  a splendid  lot  of  presents  included  u 
eiderdown  and  a crown  Devon  fruit  disl 
from  the  co-operative  employees. 


THE  NEW  WHOLESALE 
DIRECTOR. 

HR.  BRADSHAW'S  CAREER. 

The  news  that  Mr.  Joseph  Bradshaw  hi 
been  elected  to  the  C.W.S.  board  will 
pleasure  to  a large  and  ever  widening  rat b 
of  friends.  By  his  genial  disposition  he  tu 
made  himself  popular,  and  by  Iris  devotion  to 
duty  he  has  mado  himself  highly  respected. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  entered  the  service  of  tb 
Co-operative  Union  in  1894,  and  has  remained 
with  it  unto  this  day.  Eleven  or  tvvclre 
years  ago  he  was  appointed  secretary  of  tb 
North-Western  Section,  and  apart  from  how 
duties  he  has  lived  for  little  else  since.  n« 
has  helped  in  the  formation  of  many  society 
which  are  in  a flourishing  condition  ; lie  In 

given  freely  of  his  time  and  energy  to  society 
attling  against  adversity  ; and  he  must  abi 
be  brought  in  to  share  tho  credit  of  seven! 
successful  amalgamation  schemes.  He  is  also 
secretary  of  the  North-Western  Hours  aoJ 
Wages  Council. 

The  new  director  lives  at  Prestwich,  a short 
railway  journey  from  Manchester,  anil  W 
served  on  the  general  committees  of  the  rt&‘ 
wich  and  Whitcfield  and  Unsworth  Societies. 

Mr.  Bradshaw  must  have  given  scores  “1 
addresses  and  papers  at  conferences  aw 
societies’  meetings  since  he  became  scctjOTj 
secretary,  and  he  has  always  left  behind  D1® 
the  impression  that  he  not  only  po^essjjM 
clear  head  for  business  but  also  a heart  to* 
beats  for  co-operation. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Bradshaw's  hie  * 
scarcely  a bed  of  roses,  and  what  educati® 
he  received  he  had  to  get  for  himself 'fv 
largely.  He  has  risen  from  the  ranks,  andt  • 
he  should,  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  be  eler'' 
a director  of  such  a large  and  imports" 
institution  as  the  C.W.S.,  shows  that  tlica 
iho  equivalent  of  the  marshal's  baton  W 
knapsack  of  every  co-operator. 


GILLINGHAM'S  GALA. 

ie  one  great  annual  event  in  the  jtfjfl 
lie  children,  whose  fathers  and 
members  of  the  Gillingham 
summer  fete,  which  each  year  lSt'e 
:row  its  predecessor  in 
rlv  five  thousand  happy  boys  and  - 
xt  in  this  year's  event  recently  , 
ess  ion  of  bands,  vehicles,  and 
ded  the  town  on  the  way  to  an  e 
meadow  at  the  top  of  G«'°rPc*,  - 
? the  jubilant  children  found* :1 
her  of  attractions  waiting  tor  thorn.-  f 
in  a short  time  everything  was 

• 0f  animation.  AU  the  arrange^ 

• curried  out  without  a hitch.  -l,l 
Iren  lmd  a thoroughly  enjoy.-rhe 

ie  educational  sub-committee  at 

ton  are  forming  a junior 
ts  club.  It  is  intended  to  form  ^ 
tennis,  Cricket,  swimming.  P .-qj* 
ire,  and  organised  games.  I his  > 
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CORPORATION  PROFITS  TAX. 


SIDELIGHT  ON  LAST  YEAR’S  DEFEAT. 

NEWMAN’S  "MARE'S  NEST.” 


COLONEL 


BY  OUR  PARLIAMENTARY  CORRESPONDENT. 


]{Eritv;si:NTATiVKs  of  “ big  business  ” .nude 
n strenuous  effort  in  the  House  of  Commons 
® Wednesday  last  week,  to  secii.ro  an  aboli- 
ti0„  of  tlio  Corporation  Profits  Tax,  during 
»1p  Committee  stages  of  the  Finance  Hill. 
Incidentally  there  was  a brief  reference  to 
itio'n  of  co-operative  societies. 


the  po* 


51r.  Pretyman,  the  Unionist  representa- 
tive for  Chelmsford  and  a member  cf  the 
noval  Commission  on  Income  Tax,  criticised 
ilBmcw  tax,  remarking  that  the  bulk  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  was 

wed  on  the  ability  to  -pay,  but  this  was 
ad  entirely  new  tax,  without  any  regard  as 
to  the  ability  to  pay.  One  of  the  points 
0n  which  the  Commission  had  the  greatest 
difficulty  was  that  with  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  charging  income  tax  on  co-operative 
Stores.  In  the  evidence  they  gave  lie  fore 
tbe  Commission  those  representing  the  grout 
co-operative  societies  stated,  that  if  a Cor- 
poration Tax  were  imposed  they  would  he 
perfectly  willing  to  pay  it.  Then  acting 
largely  on  the  faith  of  that  statement  the 
lax  was  introduced  and  co-operative  socie- 
ties were  called  upon  to  pay.  When  the  tax 
was  iatroduoed  objection  was  just  ns  strong 
as  to  the  income  tax.  They  raised  such  an 
outcry  on  being  asked  to  pay  the  corporation 
tax.  although  they  gave  evidence  stating- 
tliat  they  were  prepared  to  pay.  Co-opera- 
tors had  now  been  exempted,  and  the  whole 
object  ©f  the  Government  by  which  *thev 
Would  pay  a fair  share  of  income  tax  had 
Wien  to  the  ground.  Other  people  lwd 
been  burdened  with  additional  taxation, 
r.Dd  were  helping  to  pay  the  income  tax.  He 
oould  not  vote  for  a continuance  of  the  tax 
unless  he  had  some  assurance  that  the  tax 
would  he  regarded  as  temporary  In  the 
extraordinary  financial  position  he  recog- 
nised that  the  Chancellor  could  not  take  off 
the  tax  now. 

Oolonel  Newman.  Unionist  member  for 
Finchley  and  a leading  ahti-co-operator.  fol- 
lowed in  the  debate,  and  he  repeated  the 
allegation  made  recently,  wliiclx  was  reported 
in  our  last  week’s  issue,  that  an  assurance 
was  given  to  repre.sentatrve®  of  a retail 
traders’  federation  tlmt  when  the  Oarpora- 
iion  Profits  Tax  was  again  introduced  co- 
operative societies  would  be  assessed. 

The  Chancellor's  Denial. 

• The  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  warmly 
denied  this  assertion.  There  was  nobody  in 
his  office  lie  added,  in  a position  to  give 
Such  a pledge. 

Colonel  Newman  alluded  to  what  had- 
taken  ptaoe  on  the  report  stage  of  the 
Finance  BiLl  last  year,  when  an  amendment 
was  put  down  to  exempt  oo-operative  socie- 
ties from  paying  the  Corporation  Profits 
Tax.  Some  of  the  members,  he  stated,  were 
told1  by  the  Whips  to  be  back  by  9-30.  When 
they  returned  at  tliat  hour  the  division  had 
been  taken  and  the  Government  were  de- 
feated by  two  votes.  As  they  were  told  in 
the  course  of  a couple  of  days  after  tlie  divi- 
sion representatives  of  the  retail  trades 
attended  as  a deputation  to  tlie  Treasury. 
4Jie  story  given  to  hint  was  that  they  saw 
the  1'  mancial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  wlio 
Rave  a pledge  tliat  if  the  tax  was  continued 
in- the  next  Budget  certainly  the  co-opera- 
tive societies  would  be  assessed.  Fortified 
fy  this  pledge  the  deputation  went  away, 
and  then  to  their  astonishment  when  the 
uuget  came  out  there  was  no  mention  that 
cooperative  societies  were  to  be  included. 

e retail  trader®  felt  acutely  that  tliev  had 
t»en  let  down  by  the  pledge  given 
giin  Cll'mo“llor ; No  such  pledge  wap 

Coionel  N<swmtm:  All  understanding : 

drived  at,  , 

The  Chancellor:  Nor  any  understandings 
■ Ujlojieb  Newman : That  is  what  they 
D retail  traders  were  extremely 
Wjt?1  t*le  treasury,  and  said  tliev  had 
tit  r 0tlTdoiwn’  He  sl,ould  vote  against  the 
ilia  % treason.  He  was  only  sorry  that 
Offiomi  iaD(i3Uor  °r  some  of  tll°  Treasury 
VPit  l ,'v  '°  .revived  the  deputation  last 
could  S n,°t.itold  ^1?em  frankly  that  they 
““  n°t  do  these  tlungs. 

Tax  Not  Permanent. 

fcSJl*8  rep,,Jy  the*  Chanceljor  (Sir  IiobLri 
2S,eX,presnd  .hl“self  at  not  being  a tin  H 
(Tax  ?Uj®f  Wlth  tlie  Corporation  Prolits 
on  ,'u  . ¥ ra cognised  that  it  was  a burden 
hjiL;  industry  of  this  country.  It  was 
rovom!^r>'?SSIlb  e % llim  Eive  UP  this 
Wfw~1USt  unpossible  ns  it  was  fe,T 
burvta  Flve  UP  othor  source®  of  revenue  more 
nsonio.  One  of  the  lieaviest  burdens 
onv  ,^i  SUpe^taxl  he  oould  not  give  up 

tornKr0"  n ltr’  nor  could  he  Sive  up  the 
^rporation  Profits  Tax. 

yt  How  Co-operators  Won. 

lo  idv8  ln‘ld  l>e  sorry-  however,  if  he  had 
&caj  ta*  a permanent  place  in  the 

5 ffiKi  • XTDeJlIln6  with  tlie  point  raised 
« J Newman,  Sir  Robert  Horne 
a,c  . ilu"  , e attack  on  the  Government 
'vliatevn  feaCT  foitli  lmd  any  justification 
’tinuAj  It  was1  no  use  saying,  ho  oon- 
, e divifil(>n  wa*  taken  on  the 
s-ore  il  i-  hast  yoar  when  title  members 
val„„  ,n  tliat  kind  of  excuse  had  no 

P°Red  House.  The  Government  nro- 

the  Corporation  Profits  Tax 
one  of  TatlVe  in  accordance  with 

Comn,;.  - recommendation®  of  the  Royal 
vpry  ‘,®®lon— that  was  now  disputed.  A 
bv  v.  Q^.out  and  powerful  case  was  made 
cise"  nr«  who  had  token  up  xhe  same 
previously  and  filled.  I<oet  year  he 


obtained  an  appreciable  amount  of  support, 
and  tlie  Government  was  defeated.  We  had 
to  consider  seriously  whether  we  should 
accept  the  defeat  or  not,  but  it  was  no  use 
saying  tliat  a great-many  of  the  members 
were  away  at  dinner.  If  Colonel  Newman 
had  been  there  lie  would  have  voted  for  the 
Government;  there  were  many  other  people 
away  who  would  have  voted  the.  other  way. 
What  happened  afterwards  — he  was 
familiar  with  tlie  circumstances — it  was  his 
first  Finance  Bill  as  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and  he  did  not  regard  the  defeat 
lightly.  He  made  the  best  case  he  could  to 
a large  House ; that  was  how  the  matter 
8i°<>d'  ^lon‘  m<?ni^er  now  stated  that 

there  had  been  a breach  of  faith  in  tlie 
Government  not  coming  to  the  House  and 
asking  them  to  reverse  their  decision. 

Colonel  Newman:  I do  not  complain  tliat 
the  division  took  place  when  the  members 
were  at  dinner.  "What  I say  is  this.  Subse- 
quently tlie  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
received  a deputation  representing  retail 
traders  and  gave  them  to  understand  that 
either  the  co-operative  societies  would  he 
assessed  or  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax 
would  be  repealed  altogether. 

The  Chancellor:  I am  able  to  state  with 
complete  confidence  that  no  such  pledge  or 
any  understanding  was  given  in  the  matter. 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  lias  denied  it. 
I accept  it,  and  I expect  tlie  lion,  member 
to  do  so.  I am  familiar  with  the  circum- 
stances.. I have  heard  a question  on  tin's 
matter  asked  on  the  fioor  a.nd  a denial  given. 
Why  tlie  hon.  member  has  repeated  it  i 
cannot  tell. 

The  new  clause  which  had  for  its  object 
the  abolition  of  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax 
was  negatived  without  a division. 


MEN’S'  GUIBD  NOTES. 


CENTRAL  COUNCIL 

MEETING. 

NEXT  WINTER'S  WORK. 

BUILDING  FROM  THE  BOTTOM. 

[By  a Goildsman.] 

We  hope  to  arrange  for  the  publication  of 
these  notes  at  regular  periods,  so  that 
guildsmen  will  always  know  when  to  expect 
them.  The  feature  will  appear  weekly  as 
scon  as  practicable. — Ed.,  “ C.N.” 

Several  subjects  of  importance  to  all 
guildsmen  were  discussed  by  the  Central 
Council  at  its  meeting  held  in  Birkenhead 
a week  ago.  Of  this,  perhaps  the  most 
important  was  the  question  of  speoial  work 
to  be  undertaken  by  local  guilds  during  the 
coming  winter  session.  Possibly  some 
guildsmen  think  it  is  rather  early  to  con- 
sider what  shall  be  done  six  months  ahead, 
but  it  is  always  wise  to  take  time  by  the 
forelock. 

Wise  officials  plan  their  winter  pro- 
gramme in  the  summer  and  their  summer 
programme  in  the  winter,  and  so  keep 
well  ahead  of  time.  Indeed,  this  is  the 
only  way  of  organising  the  work  of  a guild 
branch  successfully.  Procrastination  is 
the  ruination  of  good  programmes  ; and  so 
th^  Central  Council  now  urge  every  guild 
to-  make  arrangements  for  the  coming 
winter  session.  The  Council  held  that  the 
full  results  of  Guild  propaganda  will  never 
he  obtainable  until  all  the  guilds  discuss 
the  same  questions  at  the  same  time.  It 
is  only  by  thinking  and  speaking  simul- 
taneously that  guildsmen  can  create  and 
mould  public  opinion  in  the  co-operative 
movement.  In  the  realm  of  thought,  as  in 
the  world  of  industry,  mass  action  is 


A PLEA  FOR  INSTALMENT  TRADING. 


BY  UNORTHODOX  CH1EL, 


“ Credit  customers  are  profitable  to 
nobody,  least  of  all  to  themselves ; there- 
fore it  is  no  business  of  ours'  to  tempt  them 
into  our  ranks  by  alluring  baits  held  out  in 
the  shape  of  facilities  for  credit  and  thrift- 
lessness. . , . It  is  no  part  of  our  duty 
to  go  out  to  these  people  and  sa.y : 1 If  you 
cannot  adapt  our  methods  we  will  then  alter 
our  plans  to  suit  you.1  ” Thus  wrote  the 
late  Mr.  Gray  in  a ..Co-operative  Union 
pamphlet. 

At  a first  glance  this  would  be  accepted 
by  most  active  co-operators,  but  the  times 
we  are  passing  through  calls  for  a searching 
examination  of  many  sayings  which  have 
been  looked  upon  as  axioms  in  the  past. 

How  does  it  accord  with  facts  and 
experience  ? 

Is  it  true  tliat  credit  customers  are  profit- 
able to  nobody  ? 

The  existence  of  an  ever-increasing 
numbbp  of  instalment  trading  concerns  and 
of  .agencies  for  advancing  money  on 
periodical  repayments  surely  proves  tlmt  tbe 
statement  is  unsound. 

These  concerns  find  credit  trading  very 
profitable  indeed. 

ft  is  ,‘/,no  business  qToprs  to  tempt  them 
inton^ur  ranks  by  alluring  baits  lield  out  in 
the  shape  of  facilities  for  credit  and 
thriftlessness.” 

Everyone  will  agree  tliat  thriftlessness 
should  be  discouraged,  but  is  there  any  tiling 
morally  wrong  in  offering  credit  facilities  to 
members  in  financial  difficulties  due  to 
causes,  often  outside -their  control. 

Many  societies  advanced  money  to  the 
miners  during  the  lock-out  last  year,  and 
tints  f Chained  for  co-operative  channels  trade 
which  would  oth^rjva^e  have  passed  into 
other  hands,  j 

Dotwe  not  attract  customers  by  the  econo- 
mic bait  of  dividends  on  purchases  wlio  have 
little  or  no  interest  in  the  movement  as 
such? 

Credit  trading  as  presently  known  in  our 
societies  is  rightly  looked  upon  as  a neces- 
sary evil,  entailing  additional  expenses  for 
which  tlie  customer  mokes  no  return,  and 
thus  the  cash  customer  is  to  a oertain 
extent  penalised,  whereas  the  customer  of 
the  instalments  concerns  lias  to  pay  all  the 
expense  and  also  the  profit  required. 

Instalment  trading  has  many  co-operative 
members  in  its  grip  os  well  as  large  masses 
of  the  working  classes. 

Take  almost  any  district  where  the  move- 
ment has  got  a hold  on  a good  proportion  of 
the  population,  and  even  there  you  will  find 
instalment  aollectors  and  agents  doing  a 
profitable  trade. 

Tlie  North  of  Scotland  is  famous  for  its 
thrifty  population,  yet  we  l&arn  that  in 
Aberdeen,  where  the  co-operative  society 


can  boast  oT  a membership  equal  to  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  city's  population  and 
carries  on  a strictly  cash  trade,  a consider- 
able number  of  people  make  a profitable 
income  by  advancing  money  for  purchases  to 
be  made  through  the  lender's  purcliase  num- 
ber, and  the  amount  is  repaid  to  the  lender 
in  weekly  instalments,  liis  profit  being  tbe 
dividend  that  wrill  accrue  to  him.  Also  it 
appears  that  there  are  a number  of  money 
lender®  who  advance  amounts  on  tlie 
strength  of  the  checks  lield  by  sharelioldei's. 

Why,  then,  should  the  movement  ignore 
the  present-day  realities  of  working-class 
existence,  and  by  putting  tlie  telescope  to 
our  blind  eye,  like  Lord  Nelson,  allow  trade 
to  pass  to  the  private  trader  which  could  he 
kept'  for  the  oo-operative  movement,  and 
also  help  to  bring  the  advantages  of  mutual 
trading  to  the  doors  of  tbe  poorest  of  our 
own  class? 

Repeatedly  we  see  the  instalment  system 
being  condemned  by  magistrates  and  others 
ulien  harsh  cases  come  to  light  through  our 
c.curte,  but  tliis  condemnation  is  directed  at 
tlie  evil  methods  adopted  by  private  traders 
who  make  every  possible  endeavour  to 
ensure  that  wbena  customer  is  getting  clear- 
on  their  books  a further  order  is  obtained. 
Special  records  are  kept  by  such  firms  as  to 
the  cases  who  have  paid  up  all  dues  and  not 
renewed  their  orders,  the  collector  or  agent 
is  usually  judged  by  these  records,  and  he 
is  urged  by  tlie  fear  of  losing  Ills  position,  i o 
hold  his  customers  by  any  means  in  his 
power.  „ 

Take  away  this  pressure  upon  ita  work- 
ing-class housewife,  especially  difficult  to 
withstand  when  for  some  reason  she  is 
unable  to  meet  the  periodic  payment,  ahd 
you  will  help  the  workers  to  get  al.-ove  the 
need  for-sucli  a system. 

You  will  also  capture  for  the  co-operative 
shops  and  factories  trade  which  is  presontly 
passing  into  the  liands  of  the  private  con- 
cerns of  tlie  worst  type. 

Let  our  Wholesale  Societies  consider  the 
advisability  of  undertaking  a scheme  to  sell 
their  products  where  asked  for  on  the  instal- 
ment plan  with  the  local  societies  acting  as 
agents. 

They  could  issue  cheques  for  the  amounts 
required  for  whioli  the  local  society  would 
issue  only  goods  sold  by  the  Wholesale 
Society,  and  which  would  be  treated  by  it  as 
cash.  The  amount  plus  an  allowance  for  the 
expenses  and  tlie  interest  would  be  charged 
to  the  aooount  of  the  party  receiving  the 
cheque. 

The  trade  thus  gained  would  be  a double 
gain,  as  it  would  be  lost  to  the  soulless  con- 
cerns presently  robbing  the  unfortunate 
people  in  tlieir  toils  by  the  exorbitant 
charges  made  for  inferior  goods. 


necessary.  During  tlie  next  session,  there- 
fore, the  Central  Council  hope  that  every 
Guild  will  deal  with  the  four  subjects  upon 
winch  guildsmen  are  asked  to  concentrate 
their  thought. 

More  Members  Wanted. 

The  first  of  these  subjects  is  tbe  eam- 
Pa-en  to  increase  the  total  membership  of 
tlie  Guild  to  ten  thousand.  Several  months 
have  passed  since  the  Guild  set  out  to 
achieve  this  object.  Since  then  something 
has  been  done  to  make  the  Guild  stronger. 
Its  membership  is  growing,  but  far  too 
slowly,  hence  guildsmen  are  once  again 
urged  to  make  a real  effort  to  double  the 
membership  of  the  branch  to  which  they 
are  attached.  Cau  it  be  doubted  that 
guildsmen  could  double  the  membership  of 
the  Guild  before  Christmas  if  they  made  a 
serious  attempt  to  do  so?  If  every  branch 
started  a ” catch-my-pal  ” movement 
locally  the  thing  would  be  done  almost 
before  the  Central  Council  could  sav  Jack 
Robinson  I 

More  Capital, 

Second  on  the  list  of  subjects  is  the 
question  of  increasing  co-operative  trade 
and  capital.  Guildsmen  must  never  forget 
that  the-  co-operative  movement  lias  an 
economic  basis.  Democracy,  like  an  army, 
travels  on  its  belly,  -and  when  guildsmen 
proclaim  that  they  mean  to  apply  co-opera- 
tive principles  to  the  whole  of  life  they 
surely  mean  that  they  want  to  strengthen 
and  extend  the  co-operative  movement  in 
the  realms  of  industry,  commerce,  and 
finance.  At  the  moment  the  chief  need  of 
every  co-operative  society  is  more  trade. 
Increased  sales  mean  increased  prosperity 
for  every  member,  and  the  Central  Council 
therefore  call  upon  every  branch  to  con- 
sider how  best  it  can  help  to  strengthen 
the  trade  of  the  society  to  which  its 
members  are  attached.  Every  guild  should 
consult  with  the  societies  management 
committee  and  express  its'  willingness  to 
co-operate  with  them  in  efforts  to  increase 
sales  in  every  department  of  triide. 

-A  Stronger  Press. 

Next  on  the  list  of  subjects  recom- 
mended by  the  Central  Council  is  the 
development  of  the  co-operative  press. 
Guildsmen  know  as  well,  if  not  better  than 
other  co-operators,  how  greatly  the  pro- 
gress of  the  co-operative  movement  is 
hampered  because  its  press  is  not  more 
powerful.  How  can  men  and  women  co- 
operators  be  expected  to  think  co-opera- 
tively if  they  do  not  read  co-operative 
newspapers  and  magazines?  How  can  co- 
operative ideas  be  spread  among  the 
workers  generally  in  the-  absence  of  a co- 
operative daily  paper?  Guildsmen  should 
be  tbe  most  ardent  advocates  of  co-opera- 
tive publications,  and  untiring  distributors 
of  co-operative  literature.  The  Central 
Council,  therefore,  desire  that  every  guild 
should  make  special  efforts  to  increase  the 
sale  of  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” and 

Snsider  ways  and  means  of  developing 
e co-operative  press.  There  is  no'  reason, 
of  course,  why  guilds  6hould  not  at  the 
same  time  try  to  increase  the  circulation 
of  other  working-class  papers,  for  every 
true  guilds  man  is  catholic  in  his  sym- 
pathies and  eager  to  promote  the  success 
of  the  whole  working-class  movement. 

The  Party, 

Last  and  least  on  the  list  of  special 
subjects  recommended  for  discussion  is  the 
policy  and  work  of  the  Co-operative  Party. 
The  Central  CounciLx.egret  that  a few  local 
guilds  have  unwisely  decided  not  to  deal 
with  any  political  questions  at  their  meet- 
ings. By  what  reasoning  those  responsible 
for  such  a decision  have  been  led  to  so 
strange  a conclusion  is  indeed  a mystery. 
It  is  true,  of  course,  that  the  Guild  ie  not 
primarily  a political  organisation.  It  is 
equally  true  that  it  is  not  the  business  of 
the  Guild  to  do  tlie  work  of  the  Co- 
operative Party.  But  Guildsmen  will  make 
a great  mistake  if  they  exclude  any  part 
of  the  work  of  the  co-operative  movement 
from  their  deliberation®.  Co-operative 
principles  must  be  applied  universally — in 
the  workshop  and  the  store,  the  school 
and  the  State — and  it  is  the  business  of 
the  Men’s  Guild  to  preparo  the  way  for 
their  universal  application.  A guild  that' 
refuses  to  discuss  the  work  and  policy  of 
the  Co-operative  Party  is  guilty  of  moral 
cowardice.  If  it  is  afraid  to  tofich  tho 
question,  how  can  it  hope  to  deal  boldly 
with  other  ouestions  of  equal  importance? 

Space  will  not  permit  of  reference  to 
other  subjects  discussed  by  the  Central 
Council  at  its  meeting.  This  must  bo 
dealt  with  in  another  issue  of  the  " Co- 
operative News.”  For  the  present  it  must 
suffice  to  say  that  the  Council  will  shortly 
prepare  a national  policy  and  programme 
for  adoption  by  the  Guild  as  a whole ; that 
they  are  taking  steps  to  stimulate  tho 
respective  district  councils  to  greater 
activity : and  that  members  of  the  Council 
will  hold  their  next  meeting  in  London  on 
Saturday,  October  21st,  when  a great  rally 
of  London  guildsmen  will  he  arranged  at 
some  convenient  centre.  Mention  ought 
also  to  be  made  of  the  fact  tliat  Mr.  T.  W. 
Mercer,  the  newly-elected  joint  honorary 
secretary,  has  been  appointed  as  tlie 
Guild  representative  on  the  National  Com- 
mittee of  the  Co-operative  Party.  His 
wide  knowledge,  experience,  and  almost 
inexhaustible  capacity  foT  work  shouldf 
help  to  strengthen  the  party  councils ; 
whue  his  well-known  moderation  and  sane 
views  of  co-operative  aims  in  politic®  will 
be  political  assets  of  great  value  to  the 
Co-operative  Party.  Once  again,  there- 
fore, the  Guild  bas  supplied  the  national 
coipmittee  with  a valuable  recruit. . 
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Digestive 

are  being  supplied  to  Co- 
operative Stores  from  the 
E.  &-  S.  C.W.S.  Tea  Blend- 
ing  Department. 

Co-operative  Tea  Experts 
have  devoted  much  study  to 
the  medical  aspects  of  Tea 
Drinking,  with  a view  to 
securing  a blend  of  delicate 
flavour,  rich  in  theine  and 
other  health-giving  properties. 

The  result  is  now  being 
placed  on  the  market  in  the 
form  of 

Digestive  TJJ 

which  will  be  found  superior 
to  any  other  tea  of  its  class. 

This  Digestive  Tea  is 
selected  with  the  utmost  care 
from  the  choicest  Hill- 
, growths. 

Fine  Tea  contains  very 
little  Tannin, 

.1  . 

consequently,  although  it  may 
be  put  to  exactly  the  same 
use  as  ordinary  Tea,  this 
Tea  can  be  used  freely  and 
with  complete  safety  by 
persons  who  suffer  from 
I indigestion  and  its  allied 

troubles. 

Owing  to  the  inherent  rich- 
ness of  ) 

Digestive 

! only  two-thirds  of  the  usual 

quantity  need  be  put  into  the 
pot  when  brewing  the 
beverage — a real  economy 
which  should  secure  the  im- 
I mediate  popularity  of  its 

wonderfully  effective  Tea. 

Digestive  Tea  Tips  are  made 
up  in  Tib.  packets  at  10d.; 
and  every  reader  troubled 
with  indigestion  and  worried 
by  ill-health  should  make  a 
trial  for  a few  weeks  of 


Digestive 


They  are  really  Tip  Top. 

Obtainable  Only  al  Co-operative  Stores. 


Cbe  Co-operatiue  Pews 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  oj  the  “News"  should  be 
addressed  THE  EDITOR.’’  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News”  should  be  addressed  to  “ THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 
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THE  LESSON  OF  EAST 
NOTTINGHAM. 

The  East  Nottingham  election  result  will  disappoint 
sanguine  co-operators  who  recognise  the  need  for-  the 
direct  representation  of  the  movement  in  Parliament, 
and  it  will  satisfy  those  who  believe  that  the  movement 
made  a mistake  when  it  decided  to  enter  the  political 
arena.  , There  is  ground  for  this  disappointment  on  the 
one  hand  and  for  this  satisfaction  on  the  other,  but  the 
ground  is  not  so  solid  as  it  appears  to  be. 

It  will  be  said  That  East  Notts  was  the  fourteenth 
fight  waged  to  secure  co-operative  representation,  and 
that  we  have  only  one  Parliamentary  success  to  our 
credit  out  of  the  fourteen  contests,  'fhat  statement 
cannot  be  denied,  but  its  truth  does  not  lessen  the  need 
for  direct  representation,  and  it  does  not  prove  that  such 
representation  canftot  be  won.  All  it  does  prove  is  that 
we  must  perfect  our  organisation,  and  improve  our 
methods. 

The  last  general  election  followed  very  closely  upon 
the  setting  up  of  our  national  electoral  machinery.  Since 
that  election  a number  of  constituencies  have  been 
scheduled  as  constituencies  to  be  contested  by  Co-opera- 
tive candidates.  Prospective  candidates  were  selected, 
and  organisation  was  undertaken  to  prepare  for  the 
expected  contests.  East  Nottingham  was  not  one  of 
those  constituencies.  A vacancy  arose  there  unex- 
pectedly, and  the  Co-operative  Party  decided  to  fight. 

The  fight  that  concluded  last  week  was  splendid  while 
it  lasted.  The  workers  and  the  candidate  did  wonderful 
things,  and  in  the  course  of  a fortnight  they  created  a 
remarkable  wave  of  enthusiasm.  For  that  they  and  the 
Co-operative  Party  are  entitled  to  warm  congratulations, 
but  victory  in  the  circumstances  would  have  been  re- 
markable, and  it  was  not  expected,  even  by  some  of 
those  most  enthusiastic  for  the  Party. 

East  Nottingham  was  not  organised  by  co-operators 
for  a Co-operative  candidate.  The  organisation  which 
produced  5,431  votes  for  Mr.  Jones  had  to  be  improvised 
after  the  contest  was  embarked  upon.  The  Coalition 
machinery  had  been  kept  well  oiled.  Since  the  contem- 
plated general  election  of  last  February  that  machinery 
had  been  specially  looked  to,  and  Liberal  machinery 
had  also  been  put  in  motion.  Except  in  very  special 
circumstances,  which  did  not  exist  in  East  Nottingham, 
it  is  not  possible  to  nullify  preparations  of  that  kind  and 
break  down  the  established  organisation  of  the  enemy 
with  a fortnight’s  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  hastily- 
mobilised  co-operative  workers,  even  in  those  constituen- 
cies most  densely  populated  by  co-operators. 

The  experience  of  East  Nottingham,  ^dded  to  similar 
previous,  experiences,  should  stimulate  societies  to 
greater  effort.  The  co-operative  vote  should  be  seriously 
organised  in  every  constituency,  so  that  it  may  be  used 
with  full  effect  at  every  election,  whether  to  secure  the 
return  of  a direct  representative  of  the  movement,  to 
secure  the  return  of  a candidate  of  another  party  whose 
presence  in  Parliament  will  be  specially  helpful  to  us, 
or  to  keep  out  a candidate  whose  presence  will  be 
specially  harmful  to  us.  That  work  may  be  inspired 
and  helped  by  a national  committee ; its  accomplish- 
ment must  be  the  work  of  the  local  co-operative  socie- 
ties. The  decision  as  to  the  seats  that  are  to  be  fought 
rests  with  the  national  committee,  and  in  that  the 
national  committee  must  be  left  to  exercise  its  discretion, 
recognising  that  while  an  actual  contest  quickens  focSl 
enthusiasm,  a succession  of  defeats  will  give  courage  to 
the  enemies  of  co-operation  outside  qnd  to  those  inside, 
who.want  the  movement  to  give  up  its  political  activities. 

For  those  who  desire  to  see  co-operative  representa- 
tives in  Parliament,  East  Nottingham  has  some  com- 
pensations. It  showed  us  the  plan  of  campaign  of  the 
rival  parties.  Both  parties  attacked  one  another  less 
than  they  attacked  the  Co-operative  candidate.  The 
net  result  was  that  while  the  Coalition  candidate  polled" 
855  more  than  the  Coalition  candidate  in  191S,  the  Co- 
operative candidate  polled  2,614  more  than  the  Labour 
candidate  in  1918  (or  nearly  double  the  poll),  and  the 
Liberal  candidate  nearly  doubled  the  poll  of  the  Inde- 
pendent candidate  of  1918. 

Mr.  Jones  managed  to  poll,  in.  all,  5,431.  The  co- 
operative membership  in  the  East -Nottingham  Division 
was  reported  in  the  " News  ” three  weeks  ago  to  be  about 
one-fifth  of  the  total  membership  of  23,000.,  But  there 
should  be  two  or  more  co-operative  votes  for  nearly 
every  member  of  a co-operative  society,  and  it  is  clear 
that  a number  of  these  wTere  frightened  off  by  the  labels 
attached  to  the  Co-operative  candidate  and  the  bogeys 
raised  by  his  opponents  and  their  respective  newspapers. 


THE  LABOUR  CONFERENCE. 

The  Labour  Conference  last  week  attracted  a good 
deal  of  attention,  and  the  Party  itself  gave  some  indi- 
cation of  settling  down  to  a more  serious  view  of  the 
prospects  before  it  as  a potential  party  in  power. 

It  was  not  at  all  surprising  that  the  Conference  again 
decided  to  exclude  the  Communists,  and  to  insist  upon 
some  sort  of  profession  of  loyalty  to  the  principles  of 
the  party.  It  would  be  futile,  in  a political  organisation, 
to  encourage  a section  whose  policy,  in  many  respects, 
is  in  conflict  with  the  vital  policy  of  the  party  itself. 

We  have  already  called  attention  to  the  seriousness 
of  the  proposal  to  curb  the  power  of  trade  unions  in 
the  sphere  of  political  action,  and  it  was  only  to  be 
expected  that  the  party  would  call  upon  all  its  sup- 
-porters  'to  bestir  themselves  to  prevent  the  passage 
of  the  Trade  Union  Act  Amendment  Bill.  The  demand 
of  the  Conference  for  a rational  revision  of  the  Treaty 
of  Versailles  ; the  recognition  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment ; the  Japanese  evacuation  of  the  Far  Eastern 
Republic,  were  only  decisions  that  on  2 might  have 
expected  in  view  of  the  havoc  caused  by  the  peace  terms. 

The  future  prospects  of  the  Party  were  under  con- 
templation on  the  question  of  alliances  with  other 
political  organisations.  The  Party  declared . for  inde- 
pendent action,  and  condemned  any  alliances  proposed 
with  either  the  Liberal  or  Conservative  Parties.  The 
Party  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  carry  out  this  view  at 
election  times,  and  although  it  was  suggested  that 
Labour  members  should  not  occupy  seats  in  any  Govern- 
ment but  a Labour  Government,  there  is  always  the 
'possibility  of  an  election  producing  such  a result  as 
might  compel  the  elected  Labour  members  to  resort  to 
the  expedient  of  a Coalition  of  some  kind.  It  would  not 
be  an  ideal  state,  but  the  situation  might  well  arise. 

One  of  the  tit-bits  of  the  conference  was  the  intro- 
duction of  the  demand  for  the  reduction  of  interest  on 
War  Loans.  A discussion  on  the  whole  subject  would 
have  been  illuminating,  but  it  was  shelved  by  a proposal 
to  refer  th§  matter  to  the  executive  for  consideration. 
The  matter  is  of  extreme  importance,  because  if  the 
present  system  continues,  it  will  have  cost  us  more  to 
pay  money-lenders  than  it  cost  us  to  beat  Germany. 

The  new  chairman  of  the  Party  is  Mr.  Sidney  Webb. 
Mr.  Webb  is  one  of  the  intellectuals  of  the  Party,  al- 
though, and  perhaps  for  that  reason,  he  is  not  yet  a 
Member  of  Parliament.  Between  his  outlook  and  the 
outlook  of  the  live-wires  of  the  Party,  there  will  be  a 
good  deal  of  conflict,  for  many  of  the  views  expressed 
through  the  “ New  Statesman,”  which  Mr.  Webb 
directs,  do  not  command  the  support  of  the  more  active 
spirits  in  the  rank  and  file.  In  last  week's  ” New 
Statesman,”  for  example,  an  editorial  comment  finds 
much  to  be  said  for  the  already  vigorous  agitation  for 
the  separation  of  the  Trades  Councils  from  the  local 
Labour  Parties.  If  that  goes  on  what  will  be  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  trade  unions  to  the  National  Labour 
Party  which  already  has  a membership  of  3,973,000 
through  the  bloc  affiliations  of  the  unions  to  the  party  ? 


IRELAND’S  ORDEAL. 

What  has  happened  in  Dublin  was,  wre  presume 
inevitable.  No  nation  has  ever  found  its  soul  without 
internal  struggles.  Britain  realised  that  in  Cromwell's 
time ; and  France,  Portugal,  China,  German}',  and 
Russia  have  all  realised  it  in  turn. 

The  fighting  in  Dublin  and  other  parts  of  Southern 
Ireland  is  to  be  deplored,  as  disturbances  of  that  kind 
must  always  be  deplored,  but  it  is  perfectly  obvious 
that  the  Free  State  troops  have  been  more  concerned 
about  frightening  off  the  rebels  than  about  crushing 
them  into  subjection.  The-  comparatively  trifling 
casualties  of  the  past  week,  considering  the  weapons 
at  the  command  of  the  National  troops,  make  that 
perfectly  clear.  The  decision  to  act  against  the  occupiers 
of  the  Four  Courts  had  apparently  been  taken  before 
the  indiscretions  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  Mr.  Churchill 
were  given  expression  to  in  Parliament  on  Monday  of 
last  week, ! and,  indeed,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Michael 
Collins  after  those  speeches,  almost  contemplated  can- 
celling all  arrangements  made  lest,  perhaps,  it  might 
be  thought,  in  Ireland  that  the  Provisional  Government 
was  acting  under  orders  from  London. 

The  Government  there  know  the  circumstances,  no 
doubt,  but  many  will  share  the  view’s,  given  to  a press 
representative  by  Lord  Clancarty,  that  if  the  Irish 
Government  had  only  held  its  hand  the  doughty  Rory 
O’Connor  would  have  found  himself  a leader  without 
followers,  because  of  the  general  inclination  to  submit 
to  the  volume  of  public  opinion  as  expressed  in  the 
election  results.  It  only  remains  for  the  Government 
of  Northern  Ireland  to  take  whatever  steps  it  can  to 
establish  order  there,  for  it  is  just  as  much  needed  as 
in  the  South. 

We  have  no  knowledge  of  how’  the  coroperative 
organisation  in  Dublin  has  been  affected  by  the  strife 
of  the  past  w-eek.  The  Dublin  Industrial  Society  had 
a 'branch  a short  distance  from  Sackville-street,  and 
that  may  have  suffered  ; but  that  would  be  a com- 
paratively trifling  loss  if  the  organisation  preserves 
itself  intact.  We  hope  it  will  do  that,  and  that  co- 
operative unity  in  Ireland,  which  survived  the  Black 
and  Tan  period,  will  also  survive  the  present  tribula- 
tions to  lead  Irishmen  and  Irishwomen  into  what  might 
well  become  an  ideal  co-operative  State. 


July  8,  1922. 


Supplement  to  the  “ Co-operative  News.” 


C.W.S.  AND  BANK  @>RFiDERS  GUILD. 


REPLY  TO  ALLEGATIONS. 


DIRECTORS  AND  A PROMISE  OF  A JOINT  COM- 

MITTEE OF  INQUIRY. 


WHAT  WAS  SAID  AT  AN  INTERVIEW. 


TO  J AH  WIKI  v 'll  HA 

GETTING  BACK  TO  NORMAL 

CONDITIONS. 

TRADE  SLUMP:  DIRECTOR'S  IMPRESSIONS. 

BUILDING  GUILDS. 

entering  into  competition  with  the  movement. 


The  controversy  Between  the  Hank 
Officers’  Guild  and  the  direotors  of  the 
Wholesale  Society  oocupied  a prominent 
position  in  the  discussions  at  the  C.W.S. 
district  meetings  last  Saturday. 

The  case  against  the  Wholesale  Society, 
according  to  circulars  and  press  statements 
signed  on  behalf  of  the  13.0.G.,  consists  in 
Jlie  main,  of  two  counts  : 
one  that  the  wages  paid  in  the  C.W.S. 
Bank  are  not  on  a par  with  those  paid  by 
outside  banking  firms;  and  the  other,  that 
the  directors;  after  having  promised  to 
join  in  a committee  of  inquiry,  have  gone 
back  on  their  word. 

Delegates  on  Saturday  questioned  the 
platform  party  as  to  the  accuracy  of  these 
allegations. 

Below  wo  give  the  directors’  side  of  the 
case,  as  outlined  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Lancashire  divisional  meeting  (Mir.  T. 
’Adams)-  who  is  chairman  of  the  wages 
committee. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  directors  deny 
ever  having  promised  a Joint  committee  of 
investigation.  With  regard  to  the  un- 
favourable comparison  C.W.S.  Bank 
wages  are  said  to  bear,  to  those  paid  in 
other  banks,  Fie  reply  of  the  directors  is 
that  a statement  as  to  the  wages  paid 
elsewhere  was  only  obtained  from  the 
Bank  Clerks’  Guild,  after  repeated 
requests,  a few  days  prior1  to  that  meet- 
ing, notwithstanding  the  frequent 
reiteration  of  the  complaint. 

This  is.  a question  which,  to  our  regret 
(said  Mr.  Adams),  has  been  a subject  matte* 
of  unrest  for  some  time,  and  we  do  not 
accept  the  entire  responsibility  for  this. 

It  is  one  thing  to  claim  trade  union  rates 
’df  pay.  and  it  is  another  thing  to  put  trade 
union  rates  on  paper,  -submit. them  to  a co- 
operative; society,- and  expect. the  society  to 
accept  them  without  good  evidence  that 
they  have  been  recognised  by  similar  em- 
ployers of  labour  in  the,  district  or  the 
country.  ... 

It  is  quite  true  to  say  (he  proceeded)  that 
we  have  declined  to  accept  the  proposition 
of  a joint  committee.  1 do  not  want  to 
get  that  confused  with  the  Co-operative 
l-nion  committee  of  co-operators  and  trade 
unionists.  What  is  suggested  here  is  a 
given  number  of  the  workers  and  a given 
number  of  the  board.  That. is  the  applica- 
tion, and  that  is  what  has  been  refused,  and 
refused  more  than  once,  not  only  to  the. 
Bankers’  Guild,  but  to  other  trade  organist^' 
tiens  as  well. 

A statement  is  made  in  a circular  that  has 
been  issued  by  the  Guild,  marked  “ Private' 
and  Confidential.”  I take  it  all  the  copies 
are  marked  in  that  way.  I do  not  think' 
the  circular  will  be  “ Private  and  Confident 
tial”  after  this  meeting-  We  have  tried l 
to  get  a list  of  wages  or  Salaries  that  are 
paid  by  agreement  existing  between  the; 
Bankers’  Guild  and  any  firm  of  bankers;  ; 
We  have  asked,  for  that  more  than  once,, 
and  late!  we  asked  for  it  by  correspondence. 

1 cannot  subscribe  (he  continued),  as  a, 
inembet  of  the  finance  committee,  ,to  what 
is  stated  by  some  people  that  the  persons 
employed  in  the  bank  are  seething  with  uu-( 
rest.  I knqw  they  hay^_  i^ked for  better 
conditions  from  tune  to  ti.o)e,.  and  an  adjust- 
ment was  recently  made  in  a large  number1 
of  the  salaries  paid  to  the  persons  ‘employed 
in  the  bank.  Unfortunately,  depression  in 
trade  became  more  acute,  and  we  found  it 
necessary  to  make  another  general  reduction 
in  wages,  in  which  the  bank  staff  shared, 
just  as  they  shared  in  the  advanoes  which 
were  givdit  when  wages  were  going  up. 
However  distasteful  it  may  be,  we  have  to 
go  In- that  direction. 

Your  committee  up  to  the  present  time 
have  decided,  and  have  confirmed  their 
decision,  that  they  will  not  pay  to  scale 
beyond  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Any 
wages  or  salaries  that  are  paid  to  persons 
over  those  ages  arc  paid  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  morit. 

Wo  have  now  received  a list  of  wages  and 
salaries  paid  by  several  banking  houses,  and 
the  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  seore- 
t-ary  and  bank  manager  for  report.  If  it  is 
found  there  qre  any  anomalies  or  there  is 
any  injustice;  they  will  , have : our  sympa- 
thetic consideration.  We  wbk  you  ,t«:  leave 
the  matter  in  our  hands. 


It  is  also  stated  in  the  Guild’s  circular 
that  we  promised  a Joint  committee.  As 
a member  of  tho  finance  committee,  I 
have  never  heard  that  promise  made. 
When  tho  president  of  the  Guild  met  the 
wages  committee  in  London,  he  was  asked 
by  me  if  he  had  got  such  a promise  con- 
tained in  any  letter  from  the  committee, 
and  he  acknowledged  he  had  no  such 
letter. 

At  the  same  meeting  a delegate  asked : 
Have  tho  Bankers’  Guilds  agreements  with 
any  other  banks  in  the  country? 

The  Chairman : I have  no  knowledge  of 
any  agreement  that  they  have.  They  have 
been  asked  if  they  have  any  such  agree- 
ments with  English  banks,  and  they  have 
not  furnished  us  with  any  names. 

The  chairman  of  each  meeting  also  re- 
ferred to  the  loss  the  movement  had  sus- 
tained since  the  previous  meeting  by  the 
deaths  of  Mr.  G.  Woodhouse  (a  member  of 
the  board)  and  Mr.  T.  J.  Baylis  (a  former 
auditor).  Votes  of  condolence  .with  the 
bereaved  relatives  were  duly  passed. 

There  was  only  one  application  for  mem- 
bership; it  came  from  a distributive  society 
in  New  Zealand  (Canterbury  Industrial), 
and  was  unanimously  granted.  ~ 

Results  of  Voting. 

There  was  a big . majority  on  Saturday, 
Over  all  the  meetings,  for  tho  committee’s 
recommendation  that  the  rate  of  interest 
on  share  capital  should  be  reduced  from 
£6  per  cent,  to  £5,  the  voting  being  1.528 
for  and  202  against.  Liverpool  sought  to 
limit  the  reduction  to  £5}  per  cent.,  but 
the  amendment  was  defeated  by  1,489  votes 
to  316  votes. 

The  I.C.A.  Donation. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the 
donation  to  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  be  £150.  Manchester  and  Salford 
moved  an  amendment  that  the  sum-  be 
£250.  The  voting  was: — For  the  recom- 
mendation, 1,604  votes;  against,  131  votes. 
The  amendment  received  183  votes,  whilst 
against  it  were  recorded  1,575  votes. 

An  Earlier  Start. 

The  Guildford  Society  moved  that  the 
meetings  begiu  at  10-30  a.m.,  but  it  was 
only  supported  by  46  votes.  Against  it 
1,732  votes  were  given.  London  and  New- 
castle tabled  an  amendment  that  the 
change  of  time  should  be  applicable  to  half- 
yearly  meetings  only,  but  this  again  was 
heavily  defeated.  The  amendment  re- 
'c-eived  287  votes,  whilst  1,330  votes  were 
recorded  against  it.  - 

Card  Voting. 

The  voting  on  the  - introduction  of  the 
card  voting  system,  introduced  by  Royal 
Arsenal,  was  much  closer,  and  gave  the 
resolution  a majority  of  nearly  400  votes. 
.Tike,  figures  were : — For  the  resolution, 
:.]90Pj;.  a^ajnst;,.51p... 

Land  Nationalisation. 

* "The  Beswick  Society  secured  353  votes 
for  its  resolution  in  favour  ot  an  annual 
1 subscription  of  £50  to  the  Land  Nationnhsa- 
i tion  League,  but  there  were  889  against  it. 
The  amendment  from  Trecynon  that  the 
subscription  be  for  one  year  was  also  de- 
feated, the  voting  being  as  follows:— For 
the  amendment,  110  votes;  against,  1,224 
votes.  ufui 


C.W,^.  LECTURES. 

Further;  to  our  remarks  on  “ Looking 
Ahead”  in  connection  with  the  C.\Y.b>. 
lectures  for  next  season,  we  have  now  seen 
the  svllabus  issued  by  Mr.  Fred  Alcock  and 
Mr.  H.  T.  Williams,  and  are  pleased  to  note 
that  lectures  axe  arranged  to  include  all  the 
C.W.S.  productive  works  in  the  propaganda 
campaign.  Mr.  Alcock,  in  Ills  business  talk 
at  the  C.W.S.  Newcastle  blanch  to  tlie 
retail  buyers  said  what  was  necessary  above 
everything  else  to  the  movement  at  present 
was  more  trade,  and  lie  emphasised  tlie 
splendid  facilities  the  movement  afforded  for 
lectures-  Therefore  lie  appealed  to  managers 
to  assist  in  using  this  up-to-date  method  of 
booming  co-operative  trade.  Certainly  the 
syllabuses  before  us  iudicate  the  adoption 
by  the  lecture  department  of  the  slogan : 
Trade  and  yet  more  trade — co -offbeat ive. 

A special  lecture  by  Mr.  AlcoqW  entitled 
“The  Power  of  the  People,”  deals  with  the 
power  of  tlie  people  (if  organised)  in  trade 
and  finance.  Both  lecturers  have  prepared 
a syllabus  which  covers  the  whole  of  the 
many  productions  of  the  C.W.S.  The 
history  of  these  is  detailed  in  a manner  to 
appeal  to  the  interest  of  everyone,  and 
lantern  views  and  cinema  films  illustrate  the 
various  points  in  the  lectures. 


Mr.  A.  W.  Golightly  (director)  was  a 
very  successful  mid  extremely  good-natured 
chairman  at  the  Newcastle  Divisional  meet- 
ing, and  lie  found  the  Northern  delegates 
critical  but  not  captious.  It  was  a quiet 
meeting,  the  only  matters  discussed  at 
length  being  the  attitude  of  the  C.W.S. 
Bank  towards  the  Bank  Officials’  Guild 
and  the  Building  Guild.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  chairman,  the  platform  party 
included  Messrs.  T.  Liddle  and  W.  11.  Blair 
(directors),  Mr.  T.  Goodwiu  (bank  manager), 
and  Mr.  Proctor  (chief  clerk,  Newcastle). 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  ihe  adoption  of 
the  report,  drew  attention  to  the  consider- 
able decrease  in  sales,  and  remarked  that 
the  reason  for  this  was  apparent  to  every- 
one. The  whole  of  tlie  movement,  had.  gone 
through  a crisis,  and  if  the  C.W.S.  had  had 
to  encroach  upon  its  reserves  they  had  only 
dion'e  what  other  commercial  concerns  had 
been  forced  to  do. 

He  refrained  from  making  optjmistio 
forecasts,  but  he  certainly  entertained  the 
impression  that  they  had  now  reached  the 
bottom  of  the  slump,  and  thought  they 
were  getting  baok  to  normal  conditions. 

Banking  Department. 

Mr.  Wonders  (South  Shields),  opening 
the  discussion- on  the  banking  department, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  3,637  individual 
current  accounts  was  a small  number  for  a 
movement  with  millions  of  members. 

Mr.  J.  Cairns,  M.P.,  asked  what  funds 
tlie  trade  union  movement  had  in  the  C.W.S. 
Bank  at  present. 

Mr.  Baldock  (Gateshead)  wanted  to  know 
how  muoh  trade  unions  had  overdrawn  at  the 
‘bank  and  what  security  the  C.W.S.  had  for 
tliese  loans. 

A Question  of  Security. 

The  Chairman  replied  to  the  various  ques- 
tions. In  regard  to  security  of  trade  union 
funds  he  did  not  think  any  trade  union  could 
offer  security.  For  instance,  the  engineers 
wanted  a big  advance,  but  were  not  em- 
powered by  tlieir  rules  to  borrow  money,  and 
could  give  no  security.  However  much 
. they  might  sympathise  with  tlie  unions,  tlie 
C.W.S..  must  get  security  before  handing 
over  the  money  of  societies  to  someone  else. 
Trade  union  investments  had  to  he  kept  in 
a liquid  form  to  meet  the  unions’  jequire- 
meuts,  and  the  C.W.S.  therefore  could  not  - 
put  their  money  in  buildings  and  things  that 
could  not  be  quickly  realised. 

The  C.W.S.  was  much  indebted  to  trade 
unions  and  was  glad  to  assist-  them  in 
difficulties  because  the  unions  were  com- 
posed mostly  of  co-operators. 

The  Building  Guild. 

Answering  the  question  raised  by  Mr. 
Wade,  tlje  Chairman,  explained  that  the 
conditions  oonnected  with  tlie  tenders  for 
housing  sohemes  had  been  altered  by  tlie 
Ministry  of  Housing,  and  this  altered  the 
whole  question  of  security.  The  business 
of  the  Building  Guild  Jiad  to  be  treated  ns 
an  ordinary  banking  transaction.  He 
understood  that  trade  unions  were  taking 
steps  to  see  that  the  guild  had  proper  fihan- 
cial  support  to  accept  these  contracts. 

On  the  question  of  principle,  however, 
he  thought  the  whole  question  of  the  work 
oarried  out  by  the  Building  Guild  should 
be  discussed  in  a friendly  manner,  for  in 
going  into  the  manufacture  of  furniture, 
and  in  proposing  to  enter  the  milk  trade 
the  guild  was  entering  into  competition 
with  the  movement. 

Mr.  Goodwin,  replying  to  tlie  other  ques- 
tions, said  trade  unions  had  overdrafts 
amounting  to  about  £500,000  from  the 
C W.S  Bank,  and  credit  balanoes  of 
about  £2,000.000  in ' the  C.W.S.  Bank. 
The  3,367  individual  accounts  represented 
only  a small  percentage  of  co-operators  who 
banked  with  the  C.W.S.  The  majority  of 
co-operators  did  not  require  cheque  books, 
and  banked  through  the  local  stores.  In 
addition  to  the  current  accounts  there 
were  20,000  or  30,000  individual  deposit 
accounts.  The  individual  accounts  repre- 
sented £2,000,000  in  small  sums,  and  lie 
thought  they  luid  done  very  well,  and  better 
than  they  expected. 

Mr.  Nut  tall  (Newcastle)  drew  attention 
to  the  reduction  in  sales,  and  made  n' strong: 
ajipeal  for  loyalty  to  the  C.W.S. 


Mr  Magm  (Aslu'nglon  Industrial)  re- 
ferred to  the  success  of  the  recent  furnish- 
ing exhibition  in  Newcastle,  and  advocated 
an  extension  of  tlus  policy  and  tlie  opening 
ot  wholesale  premises  to  delegates  on  quar- 
terly meeting  Saturdays. 

Mr.  Pringle  (Chester-le-Street)  pointed  to 
the  large  decreases  in  trade  in  the  Newcastle 
district,  and  asked  if  the  relative  economic 
positions  of  tlie  various  districts  could  b-’ 
given. 

Mr.  Gilleland  (Birtley)  was  surprised  that 
any  representative  from  a working-class  dis- 
trict in  the  North  should  be  blind  to  tho 
Rt-onomic  position.  There  was  no  money, 
and  that  was  the  reason  there  was  no  trade’, 
and  in  the  North  the  movement  got  it's  share 
where  tjlieire  was  money.  When -a  pit- 

man’s shift  is  6s.  8£d.,  and  he  has  perhaps 
two  a week,  is  it  much  use  talking  about 
increasing  trade?  ’ 

The  Chairman  said  the  directors  realised 
that  the  difficulty  in  the  North  was  the  pre- 
vailing economic  conditions. 

Mr.  Liddle,  replying  to  a question  by  Mr. 
J.  Cairns,  M.P.,  said  the  directors  were 
satisfied  with  the  output  at  Shilbottle  col- 
liery during  the.lq<rn  tliree  months  consider- 
ing that  30  per  cent  of  the  coal-getters +ad 
beeu  down  with  influenza.  At  the  new  col- 
liery the  shaft  was  now  down  300  feet,  and 
seventy-six  houses  in  the  new  village  bad 
been  built. 

Loyalty  Contrasts. 

Mr.  Wade  (Newcastle)  created  sohie 
amusement  by  drawing  attention  to  tlie  un- 
satisfactory loyalty-records  of  the  two  socie- 
ties represented  oifthe  C.W.S.  Board  by  two 
members  of  tlie  pfatforni  party.  A little 
Northern  Society  with  2,000  members  was 
more  loyal  to  tlie  C’.W.S.  for  boots  tljan 
I,ondon  Society  with  80,000  members,  and 
Neivbottle  Society  with  2,600  members  pur- 
chased more  drapery'  than  Liverpool  Society 
with  51.000  members.  Mr.  Wade  further 
mentioned  -that  th§- average  purchase  of  in- 
operative productions  per  member  through- 
out the  movement  was  '2s.  4d.  i»er  week, 
“hardly  the  pripe  of  a stone  of  flour.” 

Mr.  Blair  said  lie  was  not  surprised  that 
Mr.  Wade  had  ‘“got  at  them,”  since  the 
statement  appeared  in  the  11  C-o-operative 
News.”  He  wanted  to  assure  them  that  the 
directors  were  treating  this  matter  seriously, 
but  reminded  them  that  allowanres  would 
have  to  be  made  for  Liverpool  and  London, 
where  co-operation  had  not  got  tlie  same  hold 
as  in  the  North.  Thq  Chairman  said  so  far 
as  London  was  concerned  Mr.  Wade  had  hit 
the  mark  ami  could  fire  away.  (Laughter.) 
“They  need  it;  it  can't  be  defended,  and 
(addressing  the  press  table)  you  onu  put  it  in 
the  papers  that  I said  so.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  M‘Ewen  (Stockton)  moved  the  Liver- 
pool amendment,  - He ‘thought  54  per  cent, 
was  a reasonable;  rate  of  interest,  and  lie 
questioned  if  many  of  the  delegates  wettld 
be  prepared'  to  submit  a proposal  to  tlieir 
members  at  present  reoomiuending  5 per 
cent. 

Mr.  Taylor  (Windy  Nook)  and  the  Cliair- 
mau  supported  the  resolution,  and  Mr. 
Pringle  the  amendment.  Tlie  iesult  of  the 
voting  was : — Fcjr  the  resolution,  433 ; 
against,  59. 

The  various  recommendations  of  tlie 
board,  except  tliose^relating  to  grants  to  tiie 
Co-operative  Alliance  and  the  Co-operative 
Party,  were  unopposed. 

Manchester  and"  Salford  Society’s  amend- 
ment was  defeated,  by  27  votes  to  165. 

Mr.  Thornton  “(Gateshead)  opposed  the 
grant  to  tlie  Co-operative  Party  on  behalf 
of  liis  society.  Only  about  300  or  400  socie- 
ties supported  the  Co-operative  Party,  be 
said,  and  be  did  not  see  why  societies  whose 
rules  prohibited  i them  from  subscribing 
should  be  dominated  by  those  who  did 
subscribe. 

Tlie  recommendation  was  approved  by  241 
votes  to  136. 

The  voting  for  Guildford  resolution  was  . — 
For.  12 ; against,  480. 

The  London  and  Newcastle  amendment  to 
this  resolution  was  defeated  by  135  votes  to 
357. 

The  Card  Vote. 

Mr.  Sykes  (Woolwich)  moved  the  Royal 
Arsenal  and  London  resolution  advocating  a 
card  system  of  voting  at  C.W.S;  meetings. 
He  referred  to  the  existing  liardsliip  on 
societies  not  in  the  vicinity  of  ihe  meeting 
places,  and  whose  voting  jx>wer  wag  being 
curtailed  by  the  absence  of  the  full  number 
of  delegates. 

Mr.  Thornton  (Gateshead)  seconded  the 
resolution. 

The  Chairman  opposed  the  proposal,  fliuv 
mentioned  that,  there  was  a remedy  for  all 
tlie  present  wrongs  in  the  use  of  the  referen- 
dum, .which  could  be  used  more  often  than 
it  was. 

The  figures  were: — For  the  resolution, 
322;  against,  70. 

Beswick  resolution  was  defeated  by  156 
votes'  to  194,  and  Trecynon  and  Cwmda.ro 
amendment  by  25  votes  to  467. 
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LONDON’S  TRIBUTE  TO  THE  NEW  KNIGHT. 


INCLINED  TO  BE  STORMY. 


HEARTY  RECEPTION  FOR  SIR  THOMAS  BRODRICK. 

v INTERESTING  REMINISCENCES. 

BIG  MAJORITY  IN  FAVOUR  OF  CARD  VOTING  SYSTEM. 


POINTS  OF  ORDER  OPEN  THE  PROCEEDINGS  AT  MANCHESTER 


TRADE  UNION  QUESTIONS  : CHORLEY’S  SAD 

PLIGHT.  ] 


There  were  -184  delegates  fit  the  London 
divisional  meeting,  representing  117  socie- 
ties. Mr.  H.  J.  Youngs  presided,  supported 
by  Messrs.  E.  J.  Gralunn,  it.  Fleming,  W. 
Bradshaw,  directors ; Sir  Thomas  Brodrick, 
secretary  ; and  Mr.  IN.  E.  S.  Cock,  London 
office. 

Congratulations  to  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick. 

’After  introducing, tl><?  platform,  the  Chair- 
man referred  to*  the  fact  that  since  the  last 
quarterly  meeting  the  honour  of  knighthood 
Lad  been  conferred  oil  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick. 
Sir  Thomas,  he  said,  had  been  associated 
with. the  C.W.S.  for  a period  of  fifty  years; 
he  had  not  only  rendered  a very  great  service 
to  the  society;  but  liad  bad  a 'great  deal  to 
do  in ‘building  up  the  federation  in  the  splen- 
did financial  position  in  which  they  knew  it 
was  to-day.  Sir  Thomas  him' also  Been  a- 
great  power  in  developng  the  movement  as 
a whole.  It  had  now  .bt'sn  recognised  that 
the  movement  was  au  important  factor — r.ln» 
Government  bad  been  a long  time  in  recog- 
nising it ; thoy.  had  at  last  recognised  that 
there  was  no  more  representative  man  in  the 
movement  than  our  worthy  secretary. 
(Applause.) 

Sir  , Thomas  Brodrick,  who  was  received 
with  applause,  eaid  lie  was  deeply  sensible 
of  the  way  in  which  the  Chairman  had 
referred  .to  this  matter.  He  heartily  appre- 
ciated the  kind  words  used  by  the  Chairman, 
^j’he  honour  conferred  on  him  synchronised 
.With  the  completion  of  his  fifty  years’  c-o:  vice 
m the  C.W.S.  When  he  first  entered  it 
was  known  as  tlie  North  of  England 
/Wholesale  Society.  Tin's  hod  developed  to 
the  Stjutli,  and  Alidla^ide.  aiql  it  was  now  the 
Wholesale  Society  for  England.  It  seemed 
almost  like  yesterday  when  lie  recalled  to 
mind  the  time  when  lie.  first  went  up  the 
cleps  of  the  first  building  owned  by  the 
C.W.S.  at  1,  Balloon-street,  Manchester. 
The  building  stood  there  to-day,  hut  anyone 
yvlio  compared  the  position  then  as  it  wjis  at 
this  moment  would  be  startled  at  the  won- 
derful and  immense  development  around 
that  district. 

Proceeding,  lie  said  , almost  the  first ; 
individual  he  met  on  entering  his  new  duties'' 
was  his  good  friend,  Mr.  W.  Openshaw. 
,'1'hey  worked  together  in  the"  same  “Office 
until  Mr.  Opensliaw  was  removed  to  London 
to  help  Mr.  Benjamin  Jones  to  found  tlie 
Ixmdon  branch.  Mr.  Openshaw  had  been  a 
great  force  and  asset  to  the  co-operative 
movement  in  tin's  country.  (Applause.)  It 
-was  a great  loss,  to  himself  and  other  friends 
at  Manchester  when  Mr.  Openshajv  was 
transferred  to.  Loudon.  Sir  Thom  ns  also  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Thomas  Redfearn,  who  was 
present  at  the  first  quarterly  meeting  lie 
attended  and  was  'at'  the  last  meeting  also. 
Mr.  Redfearn  had  been  ;in  active  delegate, 
and  rarely  attended  a meeting  without 
having  something  to  /say  to  the  point. 

• Stability  of  the  Movement. 

The  Chairman,  in  'referring  to.  the  com- 
mittees report,  said,  owiug  to  the  small  ex- 
tent of  the  exjjort  trade^  at  many  workshops 
and  factories  tlie  men  were  not  working  at 
their  full  capacity,  and  realising  that  the 
standard  ul  life  wiis  largely  influenced  by  the 
collective  earnings  of  the  people,  they  would 
recognise  tluit  it  was  impossible  to  get  tile 
same  amount  of  trade  in  times  libs  these. 
Notwithstanding  the  falling  off  in  money 
values,  if  they  took  the  number  of  principal 
articles  with  which  the  C.W.S.  dealt  they 
had  not  to  a very  large  extent  decreased  iii 
-hulk  or  volume.  Many  cf  the  leading  lines 
had  been  wont  out  in ‘larger  quantities  than 
during  the  corresponding  throe  months  last 
year.  That  spoke  well  for 'tlie  stability  of 
the  movement.  He  appealed  to  the  share- 
holding sm  i 'ties  to  give  the  fullest  suppoit 
to  the  C.W.S. 

Non-Bankers. 

A Portsen  Island  delegate  asked  what-was 
I • ■mg  done  to  induce  the  sixiv-oight  dkiri- 
butive  societies  wdi.o  were  not  banking  a itli 
the  C.W.S.  to  link  up  with  the  bank:-' 

Mr.  Graham  (platform)  replied  tluit  fifty 
of  the  societies  were  small;  having  under  500 
members-  each.  Everything  had  been  done 
to  obtain  those  societies ; botii  by  way  of 
deputations  and  letter-}. 


ment  lie  made  at  the  previous  meeting 
respecting  the  Wympndham  works.  He  un- 
reservedly withdrew  the  allegation,  fljul 
agreed  that  a copy  of  the  apology  he  inserted 
in  the  “ Cooperative  News.” 

Rate  of  Interest. 

There  was  a brief,  discussion  - on  thi  com- 
mittee^ recommendation  to  reduce.,  the 
interest  on  the  sha.ro  capital  to  £5  per  cent. 
This  was;  supported  by  Mr.  Alihell  (Port sea 
Island),  who  said  the  time  bad  arrived  when 
they  must  recognise  a limit  to  w hich  capital 
should  draw  a profit  out  of  co-operation. 

For  the  Liverpool  amendment.ol  voted  for 
and  433  against ; 465  voted  for  the  com- 
mittee’s recommendation  and  19  against. 

The  I.C.A.  Grant. 

The  voting  on  tlie  Manchester  and  Salford 
amendment  respecting  the  I.C'.A.  grant 
resulted  as  follow  s : — For,  59  ; against,  425. 
For  the  committee's  recommendation  of 
£150,  432  were  in  favour  and  52  against. 

The  committee’s  recommendations  were 
approved. 

Time  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Edwards  moved  the  Guijdfordi 
Society’s  proposal  that  the  meetings  in 
future  should  commence  at  10-30 ! His 
society,  lie  said,  were  of  opinion  tluit  the 
time  allowed  for  discussion  was  quite  inade- 
quate. In  London  it  had  been  necessary  to 
obtain  a larger  ball  for  the  meetings.  Tins 
w ent  to  show  that  an  increased  interest  was 
being  taken  in  the  proceedings.  It  was 
necessary  that  a larger . amount  of  time 
should  be  given  to  the  discussions  in  order 
that  the  delegates.,  might  be  kept  fully 
acquainted  with  the  work  of  tlie  C.W.S.,  and 
the  difficulties  which  had  to  be  confronted. 
He  had  frequently  seen  delegates  on  their 
feet  overlooked  by  the  Chairman,  owing  to 
the  eagerness  to  get  through  the  business  at. 
Scheduled,  time.  . . . . 

Mr.  A.  Barnes  moved  the  amendment  of 
the  London  and  Newcastle  societies  restrict- , 
‘ingj  the,  new*  time  to  the  half-yearly  jpeet- 
fingit.  His  cjommittee  considered  tfiatdi  ^se 
had  been  made  out  for  a longer  time  being 
allowed  tiie  half-yearly  meeting. 

A Cowes  delegate  seconded . 

Mr.  Graham  (platform)  pointed  out.  that . 
it  was  competent  for  a delegate  to  move  that 
the  London  divisional  meeting  should  be 
held  at  10-30.  The  board  left  this  matter  ,n 
the  liapds  of  the  delegates. 

Mr,  Mihell  (Portsea  Island)  said  11  they 
niade  the  alteration  the  question  arose 
whether  they  would  get  the  delegates  'to 
remain  at  the  second  session. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  (South  Suburban)  opposed 
the  motion  and  amendment  owing  to  the 
difficulty  many  dfelegates  would  experience 
in  attending  at  10-30.  If  moie  time  were 
needed  the  delegates  should  be  prepared  to 
stay  later. 

The  voting  resulted  as  follows  :--l-ondoQi 
and  Newcastle  amendment:  For,  119; 

against,.  227.  Guildford  motion;  For,  29; 
remainder  of  meeting  against. 

Card  Voting, 

Mr.  R.  Wale  proposed  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society’s  motion  in  faveur  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  > card  system  of  voting  at' the 
meetings.  He  stated  that  at  present  many 
delegates  depart’d  from  the  meetings  before 
the  whole  of  the  bu sines/}  was  transacted. 
It  was  absolutely  imperative  that  the  vote 
should  represent  the  voting  power  of  those 
attending  the  meetings. 

Mrs.  Palmer  (Southampton),  who 
seconded,  considered  it  was  a democratic 
method  of  voting. 

Mr.  Bil'cl i (Royal  Arsenal)  in  supporting 
said  the  method  proposed  was  au  advantage 
to  societies  at  a distance  who  could  not  send 
a full  delegation.  At  present  there  wit's  a 
considerable  amount. of  confusion,  when  the 
vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  Bal*ne$  (London)  also  supported  the, 
motion . 

The  voting  was  declared  as  under:— For, 
344 ; against,  34- 


Trade  Matters. 

Various  points  respecting  trad'?  matt 
»,«*  •>)■  Jlri.  (Lun.lo 

Messrs.  Manning  (Hemel  llemostead), 
Gordon  iXcrth-Weist  London),  Wan 
(Grays),  Mrs.  Elliott  (Jxmdon),  Birch  (Hu 
Arsenal).  White  (Portsea  Island),  M 
Corrie  i Coventry),  Whitfield  (Londo 
Atkins.  (Hendon),  and  others.  The  poi 
raises]  wore  dealt  with  by  Messrs.  Flemi 
Bradshaw,  and  the  Chairman.  Ihe  ici> 
\«a,s  approved. 

An  Apology. 

The  Cltairmau  -road  n Jotter  from 
Norwich  delegate,  apologising  for  n Bin 


The  Beswick  Proposal. 

There  was  a .short  discussion  on  the  Bes- 
wick proposal  to  grant  £50  to  tlie  Land 
Nationalisation  League. 

Mr.  Fleming  (platform)  said  the  heard  had 
no  antipathy  to  the  League,  but  they  could 
not  subscribe  to  every  worthy  organisation 
in  the  country.  The  board  liad  a list  of  over 
100  organisations  and  institutions  to  which 
were  subscribed  something  like  3,000  guineas 
per  annum.  * ** 

The  Chairman  announced  the  result  of  the 
voting  as  follows  :— For  the  Trecyuon  amend- 
ment, 19;  against,  222.  Beswvk  motion: 
For,  57 ; against,  190. 


Points  of  order  were  soon  in  evidence  at' 
the  Lancashire  divisional  meeting,  Which 
was  held  in  Manchester,  and  over  which 
Air.  T.  Adams  (finance  committee),  pre- 
sided, supported  by  the  following:  — 
Messrs.  A.  E.  Tlireadgill  and  AV.  E. 
Dudley  (grocery),  and  Mrs.  Cottrell  and 
Mr.  j;  Penny  (drapery),  also  by  Messrs.' 
H.  Plafit  (bank  department)  and  AV. 
O’Brien  (general  offiw).  There  were 
present  331  ' delegates,  representing  92 
societies,  and  13  visitors. 

The  first  ■point  of  order  was  raised  by 
Air.  Dickson  (Chorley),  who  wanted  to 
know  why  a notice  of  motion  sent  in  by  his 
society  did  not  appear  on  the  agenda.  He 
was  informed  by  the  chairman  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  directors  the  notice  of 
motion-  was  not  in  order  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  society. 

Passage  at  Arms. 

Air.  Priestley  (Beswick)  was  ilie  next 
to  raise  a point  or  order,  and  in  his  case 
it  was  a question  of  the  directors  refusing/ 
to  receive  a deputation  from  the  Manchester 
and  Salford  '1'rades  Council. 

The  Chairman  said  that  if  any  society 
felt  aggrieved  at  anything  which  had  been 
done  or  not  done  -it  should  communicate 
with  the  directors,  and  that  if  it  failed  to 
get  satisfaction  it  could  appeal  to  the 
general  body  of  shareholders. 

Mr.  Priestley  retorted  that  they  had 
done  so,  and  that  in  the-  matter  at  issue 
they  had  a mass  meeting  of  their  members 
behind  them.  " I am  not  going  to  allow 
dodgers,”  he  proceeded,  “ to  exploit  this 
movement.” 

The  Chairman  observed  that  the  direc- 
tors had  acted  in  a way  which  was  quite 
within  their  rights.  ‘‘Our  friend”  — — 

Air.  Priestley : You  should  have  issued 
a report. 

The  Chairman:  The  atmosphere  is  evi- 
dently a little  bit  charged,  and  I am  going 
to  appeal  to  the  delegates  to  assist  me  in 
conducting  the  business  as  it  appears  on 
the  agenda. 

Employees  and  Trade  Unionism. 

Mr.  Robinson  (Bury)  drew  attention  to 
the  resolution  which  had  been  passed  rela- 
tive to-  employees  and  trade  unionism,  and 
asked  hqw  far  the  directors  had  carried 
it  out. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  they  had 
done  everything  that  it  was  possible  for 
the  directors  to  do  apart  from  giving  the 
people  who  had  not  seen  their  way  clear  to 
join  a trade  union  notice  to  terminate 
their  engagement.  They  issued*  instruc- 
tions to  those  persons  whose  duty  it  was 
to  appoint  or  remove  people  that  in  future 
membership  of  a trade  union  must  • be  a 
condition  of  employment,  and  no  later  thfin 
that  week  they  decided  to  reaffirm  that 
position. 

Air.  Lumley  (Oldham  Industrial)  was 
'understood  to  say  that  tliei'e' had  bnen  or 
was  a strike  at  one  factory  because  three 
employees  Would  not  join  a trado  union, 
and  that  at  another  factory  the  employees 
would  not  join  their  trade  union  because 
they  had  an  idea  the  directors  did  not 
intend  to  carry  out  the  shareholders 
resolution. 

The  Chairman : I do  not  object  to  ques- 
tions. but  I do  object  to  speeches  m one 
direction.  I know  just  a-s  well  as  anybody 
else  the  possibilities  of  doing  a little  trade 
union  organisation  in  these  meetings. 
(“Oh  I no,  no.”)  Two  or  three  individuals 
may  shout  ‘‘No,  no.”  but  that  does  not 
alter  my  opinion.  (Hear,  hear.)  You  have 
it  in  your  own  societies  and  you  know  it. 

Air.  Mason'  (Liverpool)  pointed  out  how 
the  attitude  of  the  directors  on  this 
question  all'ectc<l  the  trade  and  prosperity 
uf  local  societies.  He  went  on  to  say  tluit 
a strike  at  the  African  ’ Oil , Alii  Its  was  due 
to  the  fact  that  three  people  holding  re- 
sponsible positions  refused  to  join  a trade 
union.  He  would  like  to  ask  what  stops 
""the  directors  were  taking  to  put  an  end  to 
this  strike,  and  whether  the  existence  of 
these  three  persons  were  more  important 
to  the  Wholesale  Society  than  the  trade 
of  tlie  local  society. 

Air.  Lumley  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  people  referred  to  joined  a trade  union 
whilst  the  strike  was  in  progress. 

Air.  Dudley  said  lie  had  been  to  the  oil 
mills  that  morning,  not  because  there  wa^ 
or  bad  been  a disturbance,  but  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business,  and  he  found 
everything  in  perfect  order  and  going  on 
well. 

Chorley’s  Plight. 

Air.  DiekBon  (Chorley)  made  an  appeal 
to  the  directors  to  find  work  for  -J.he 
Oliorley  mill,  which,  he  said,  had  been 
closed  for  seventy-one  weekB.  Tli©  workers 


were  selling  their  furniture  and  pawning 
their  goods  in  order  to  keep  going. 

Air.  Bradley  (Eecles)  inquired  whether 
the  directors  were  open  to  receive  orders 
from  respectable  firms  outside  the  co-opera- 
tive movement:  who  could  find work  lor  the 
Chorley  mills.  * 

Mr.  Penny  said  he  was  not  surprised 
that  the  question -of  these-  mills  should  be 
raised,  because  it  was  a very  sad  state  of 
affairs  that  the  mills  should  be  standing 
idle  for  seventy-one  weeks.  “AYe  don’t 
like  it  (he  proceeded);  they  don't  like  it; 
and  the  one-time  employees  certainly  don't 
like  it.’’  All  that  was  wanted  to  set  the 
w heels  going  again  - was  a substantial  in- 
crease in  the  trade.  They  liad  given  in- 
structions to  their  heads  of  departments 
to  find  work  for  Chorley  if  at  all  possible, 
but  lie  was  afraid,  owing  to  the  depressed 
state  of  trade  it  would  be  some  time  before 
they  could  get  the  mills  going  again. 

Orders  from  Outside. 

As  to  receiving  orders  from  outside  (he 
proceeded),  that  was  really  against  tlie 
society's  rules.  They  undertook  to  supply 
corporations  and  other  co-operative  under- 
takings in  other  parts  of  the  world,  but 
they  did  not  set  themselves  out  to  taler 
for  private  trade. 

A Delegate:  AA’hat'  about  AYest  Afrira? 

Air.  Penny:  Trade  in  West  Africa,  is 
largely  done  through  our  own  depots  and 
• is  partly  an  exchange  Olf  eonmioditie- 

Airs.  Cottrell  ivo®  called  upon  to  answer 
questions  about  boots  and  furniture,  and 
then  the  report  wa6  adopted.  Air.  O’Brien 
read  the  results  of -the  elections. 

Rates  of  Interest. 

Air.  Banister  (Liverpool)  moved  his 
society's  amendment  to  the  directors’  re- 
commendation relative  to  rates  of  inter'  . 
He  eaid  the  delegates  would  remember 
that  not  very  long  ago  the  financial  expert 
on  the  committee  (Air.  Hayhnrst)  was 
pleading  with  societies  to  increase  their 
fixed  capital  with  the  Wholesale  .Society. 
Th*  rate  of  interest  was  raised  from  fi\e  to 
six  per  cent.,  ami  no  doubt  many  sock-lb-'* 
increased  their  investments  in  cousequeu 
That  capital,  being  fixed,  could  iiot  of 
course  be  touched’,  and  the  proposed  reiim- 
tion  in  interest,  ii"  carried  into  etf<  , 
would,  he  was  afraid,  discourage  societies 
from  increasing  it.  He  believed  -there  was 
a boom  in  trade  coming  along,  and  ho 
wanted  to  see  the  AYliolesale  Society,  ibo 
retail  societies,  and  the  movement  generally 
to  have  pleutv  of  capital  so  that  when  the 
boom  did  come  they  would  he  in  a poririoh 
to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Mr.  Powell  (Droylsdeu)  seconded. 

Air.  Reed  (Manchester  and  Salford)  -Mip- 
ported  the  committee’s  recommendation, 
saying  that  the  AVholesale  Society  could 
not  afford  the  higher  rate  of  interest  sug- 
gested in  the  amendment.  Besides,  lire 
- per*  cent,  should  be  quite  sufficient. 

The  voting  resulted  as  follows: — For  tlie 
amendment,  71 ; against,  227.  For  the 
resolution, . 240 ; against.  41 . 

Only  one  delegate  voted  against  the  con-  , 
tribution  to  the  funds  of  the  Women's 
Guild. 


I.C.A.  Donation. 

Air.  Reed  (Manchester  and  Sallord) 
moved  his  society’s  amendment  relative  la 
the  donation  to  the  International  Alliance, 
but  he  only  secured  forty-three  votes, 
against  221.  For  the  recommendation 
there  were  212  votes  recorded,  against  39- 

Fifty  delegates  voted  against  tlie  dona- 
tion to  tlie  Co-operative  Party  funds  and 
181  in  favour. 

All-  the  other  donations  were  ijnanir 
mousiy  agreed  to. 

No  votes  were  forthcoming  lor  the  (''‘'bi- 
ford notice  of  motion,  and  only  oi-c  i*  r 
the  amendment  from  London  and  Ne»- 
.castlc.  Ali'.  Crouch  moved  the  amendment 
ou  behalf  of  the  1/ondoii  Society.  He  aN" 
moved  the  resolution  standing  in  the  naiao 
of  tlie  Royal  Arsenal  and  London  societies 
and  lor  this  voting  wa»s  as  follow  , . — l"r> 
102 ; against,  95. 

Land  Nationalisation  League. 

Air.  Aleock  (Beswick)  moved  the  adop- 
tion  of  his  society's  resolution  relative  UJ 
an  annual  subscription  to  the  land 
Nationalisation  League.  He  said  they  had 
for  their  ideal  a Co-operative  Common- 
wealth, and  the  first  step  toward-  'C* 
realisation  was  that  the  land  should  belong 
to  the  people.  Jf  the  co-operative  move- 
ment could  not  give  £60  to  a cause  l,k0 
this  it  ought  not  io  give  anything  at  all. 

Another  Beswick  delegate  seconded,  an« 
the  result  of  the  vote  was  as  follow* : — -*J®r 
the  Trecynop  amendment,  4 ; against,  loo. 
For  the  resolution,  7-1;  against,  93, 
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Totf  1922'  

Midland  model. 

the  dismal  trinity. 

HOW  C.W.S.  SAVED  BURTON. 


]’Dg  JlidTnilil  quarterly  meeting,  held  in 
^ Jowu  Hall  of  quaint  old  Mansfield,  was 
model  for  business  brevity,  a little  over 
hour  serving  for  the  disposal  of  the 
^endiw  Mr.  J.  E.  Johns  presided,  acoom- 
ijflied  •’J'  follow-directors  in  Messrs.  A. 
V^py,  .1.  W.  King,  and  G.  W.  Brooks',  and 
qr  W.  H.  Egerton  (general  office).  Mr. 
I)  M’Innes,  a recently  retired  member  of 
,1*  i**rfl.  was  present  as  a delegate  from 
Iho  Lincoln  Society. 

The «e«  members  were  averted,  and  the 
Chairman  reviewed  the  report.  There  was  a 
dll  ioahnost  every  case,  -he  said.  It  did  not 
H*an<  lawever,  that  trade  had  gone -down; 
it  ns  really  due  to -falling  prices.  Slack- 
ness of  trade,  shortness  of  money,  and  un- 
doplovinent  made  the  dismal  trinity  which 
the  cause  of  our  economic  trouble.  1 ‘ We 
look  •forward  to  the  next  half-year  being 
better."  was  his  hopeful  note. 

Success  of  Fixed  Prices. 

Councillor  Tapping  (Derby)  opened  the 
questions,  wanting  to  know  as  to  the  suc- 
,v*s  attending  the  fixed  prices  on  certain 
.irtioles.  f 

Mr.  Abbotts  (Walsall)  following  in  similar 
.-train,  the  Chairman  answered  that  he 
nuulJ  rather  not  say  anything  about  the 
question,  for  whilst  in  the  drapery  fixed 
prices  lifld  been  a success,  they  had  not  come 
to  a decision  yet  with  regard  to  groceries. 


Saved  by  the  C.W.S. 

! “ We  have  sixty-eight  distributive  socie- 

ties that  don't  bank  with  you,’’  was  the 
burden  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Redferu  (Bur- 
ton-on-Trent).  Such  a thing  was  to  be 
deplored  at  this  time  of  day.  Some  years 
<o  his  society  was  in  difficulties,  and  a 
telegram  to  their  bankers. -the  C.W.S. . drew 
die  reply:  'You  can  draw  on  us  for 

£10,000."  That  telegram  was  put  in  the 
local  papers,  and  the  situation  was  soon 
normal.  If  they  had  been  banking  else- 
where. would  the  same  thing  have  hap- 
I pened?  (Applause.) 

I Trie  Chairman  : A very  good  testimonial 
is  l»>  the  way  the  Wholesale  helps  its 
I friends. 

" Before  the  Millennium.” 

“ Arc  you  coneideniig  the  payment  of  the 
; carriage  of  flour?”  asked  Mr.  Newberry 
'Long  Eaton), 

I The  Chairman  : " It  is  being  continually 
I discussed.  We  hope  to  satisfy  you,  but  not 
I just  at  the  moment. 

A Voice:  Will  it  be  before  the  millen- 
nium? (Laughter.) 

-Mr.  Winters  (Hucknall)  and  Councillor; 
Tapping  (Derby)  both  urged  closer  attention 
t°  the  needs  of  the  Midlands  in  regard  to. 
Hie  flour  question,  Air.  Varley  replying  that 
*"nie  mills  at  Manchester  and  Liverpool  were 
">dy  working  half-time  through  lack  of 
erder-s. 

To  Catch  the  Eye. 

A plea  was  put  forward  by  Mrs.  Martin 
'Langley.  Mill)  for  more  “ ’ticing  goods,” 
nnire  up-to-date  lines  in  ready-mades,  to 
which  Mr.  Ling  said  there  might  be  many 
rarieiies,  but  up-to-date  they  certainly 


The  Recommendations  Accepted. 

die  results  of  the  elections  w< 
®n"quneed  by  Mr.  Egerton,  and  then  1 
'w^minendations  of  the  committee  w< 
a«*l>t«l.  There  were  20  for  the  Liverp 
^idniont  on  the  reduction  of  interest 
In  caPital  and  108  against,  and  the  re 
3J®.Was  passed  by  .101  to  11.  The  Mi 
tlio  T ri  'j^ndment  on  the  subscription 
ami  “ad  T2  votes,  with  111  again: 
wi  ,'or  Lhe  resolution  125  voted,  w 
WW1J;  against. 

The  Way  of  the  Resolutions. 

^udd ford  resolution  to  start  qu 
. meetings  at  10-30  a.m.  was  una 
4c  /,  "^'Vivcd,  although  the  Lonch 
a-itUC’l'<  IUeUt  aitl'acted  19  votes,  with 

i!jl  011 N' durable  discussion  centred  rou 
i S Arsenal’s  advocacy  of  the  e; 
Alins’,  d,iafto,‘  tb®  tido  for  a 

hi  ' .ine  coup  de  grace  was  given 
Ti  n ° ;!V- 

H-rinJi  Ges">ck  land  nationalisation  si 
0, l?roPVsal  was  knocked  by  103 
a \\  olsh  amendment  did  not  ( 

Lincoln  propo 
Uistoui  ' and  meetings  to  be  at  2 i>. 
22.  ' ot  o,  this  being  favoured  by  80 

Petition-';  tbere  was  a-  good-humoured  to 
IWt<)n  i[?r  tb°  nGXt  place  of  meetii 
*as  lan.u?'  'va,s  lK,onie/l.  Walsall  lentl 
‘‘aervio^M  an<1  t,IG  praises  of  Riple 
Jfit-li  its  'vol'°  M'»{C  but  Staplefo 
hbthtlaw  to  i°,n  hi  celebrating  its  5( 
f°nl.  77 ! p 0,1  • The  voting  was:— Stay 

*nd  Walsalllri2n"0n-Tr0ntj  20 » 'RiPle5'i  ] 


THE  TRADE  CRISIS. 

BULK  OF  MANAGERS  SAY  THE  CORNER  HAS  BEEN,  TURNED. 
HALF  SIZES  IN  BOOTS:  METHODS  OF  VOTING. 


The  Western  divisional  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Assembly  Hall,  Broad  Quay,  Bristol. 
There  were  109  delegates  present,  repre- 
senting thirty-nine  societies.  Mr.  Joseph 
English  occupied  the  chair,  and  he  was  sup- 
ported on  the  platform  by  Messrs.  Marshall 
and  Chapter  (co-directors),  Mr.  T.  G.  Davies 
(deputy  bank  manager),  and  Mr.  J.  White 
(Bristol  office). 

Mr.  Marks  (Bristol)  desired  to  know  \vlu\t 
steps  the  -committee  lujd  taken  to  see  ^Irat 
none  but  trade  union  labour  was  engaged 
in  accordance  with  the  resolution  pf  the 
shareholders  some  three-and-a-half  years 
ago.  He,  complained  that  his  society  had 
sent  a letter  to  the  committee  over  a month 
ago  in  regard  to  this  matter,  but- up  to  the 
present  only  a curt  acknowledgment  had 
been  received. 

The  Chairman  replied,  that  he,  personally,, 
was  unaware  of  the  exact  nature  of  the. 
reply,  but  the  board  had  decided  to  pub  the 
decision  of  the  quarterly  meeting  into  prac- 
tice. A matter  of  this  character,  having 
such  far-reaching  effects,  could  not  lie 
adopted  all  at  once.  Negotiations,  however, 
were  proceeding  to  that  end. 

How  Much  Purely  Co-operative? 

Delegates  from  Trowbridge,  Rndstock, 
and  Twerton  desired  to  know  how  much  of 
the’  15i  -millions  turnover  was t purely  co- 
operative trade  and  embodied  in  that  figure. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  give  the  figures  offhand,  but  they 
cduld  not  get  away,  from  the  fact  that  they 
had  held  huge  stocks  during  the  war  period. 
Since  the  period  covered  by  the  report,  a 
great  change  had  taken  place,  which  should 
show  better  results  as  far  as  C.W.S.  pro- 
ductions were  concerned. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (Radstock)  was  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  no  use  asking  retail 
societies  to  be  loyal  to  the  C.W.S.  produc- 
tions unless  those-  departments  of  the 
C.W.S.  were  themselves  equally  loyal. 

Mr.  Lapthoni© , (Plymouth)  said  he  fully 
appreciated  tile  position.  Whilst  regretting 
the  decrease,  one  must  realise  that  a good 
portion  of  it  was.  due  to  decrease -in  value 
of  materials  supplied  to  the  various  societies, 
•'Other  societies  found  themselves  in  a similar 
position,  and  it  wa's’a  Very  difficult  period  to 
work  off  those  stocks. 

A Brad ford-on-Avon  Delegate  stated  that, 
according  to  press  reports,  he  understood 
that  there  was  a trade  revival.  Had  the 
C.W.S.  turned  the  corner? 

The  Chairman  replied  that,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  bulk  of  their  managers, 
the  corner  had  been  turned,  and  the  outlook 
generally  was  more  hopeful  than  it -had  been 
fbr  the  last  four  or  five  years.  Certain 
activities  of  the  Wholesale  indicated  a-  trade 
revival.. 

More  Details  Wanted. 

Mr.  Marks  (Bristol)  noted  that  the  opera- 
tions ap  Longton  pottery  were  qow  being 
shown,  and  desired  to  know  whether  the 
time  had  not  arrived  when  the  operations  df 
the  Brisliugton  butter  factory  should  also 
be  shown. 

Mr.  Mundy  (Exeter)  inquired  whether  the 
coal  showed  an  increased  or  decreased  out- 
put in’ tonnage,  as  there  was  a decrease  in 
value. 

Mi.  Marshall,  replying  to  Mr.  Marks  in 
regard  to  the  Brislington  butter  factory 
figures,  said  that  this  was  subsidiary  to  the 
grocery  department,  and  the  various 
amounts  were  dealt  with  in  the  grocery 
department  figures  at  the  various  oentres. 

A Special  Appeal. 

Mr.  Charter  made  a special  appeal  to  the 
delegates  to  give  nil  possible  support  to 
the  woollen  mil's,  stating  that  undoubtedly 
there  was  sufficient  demand  for  this  class  of 
goods  inside  the  movement  to  keep  the  mills 
running  full  time. 

Air.  Brown  (Buckfastleigh)  referred  to  the 
district  conference  held  at  Buckfastleigh  the 
previous  Saturday,  when  various  delegates 
were  shown  through  tlfe  C.W.S.  mills.  The 
trade  union  delegates  were  delighted  witli 
what  they  saw,  and  cable  away  with  the 
Idea  of  pressing  home  to  their  societies  the 
need  of  purchasing'  all, their  requirements' 
from  the  C.W.S. 

Half  Sizes. 

A Twerton  Delegate  wanted  to  know 
whether  the  C.W.S.  had  considered  the 
advisability  of  putting  on  the  market  half 
sizes  in  boots  and  shoes. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  he  would  make 
a note  of  it,  hut  their  managers  were  against 
the  idea. 

Mr.  Haskins  (Twerton)  pointed  out  that 
half  sizes  were  an  important  factor  in  the 
sale  of  boots  and  shoes,  and  he  hoped  th0‘ 
C.W.S.  would  take  the  matter  seriously  into 
consideration. 

Air.  Charter  replied,  and  said  that  the 
introduction  of  half  sizes  would  create  a 
certain  amount  of  difficulty.  There  would 
be  the  question  of’'" the  adaptation  of  the 
present  machinery,  also  the  lasts  for  the 
halfVsizes,  Continuing,  the  speaker  said  the 


effect  of  fixing  retail  prices  on  the  boots, 
had  been  to  alter  the  factories  from  working 
two  days  per  week  to  six  days  per  week, 
and  with  sufficient  work  to  last  them  until 
Christmas.  Generally  speaking,  trade  was 
much  better. 

The  committee’s  report  was  adopted,  and 
the  result  of  election  of  committee  was’  read 
by  Mr.  White. 

Share  Capital  Interest. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
relative  to  the  rate  of  interest  on  Bluire 
capital  was  moved  by  Air.  England  ( Wey- 
mouth),  and-  seconded  by  Mr.  Lapthorne 
(Plymouth). 

Air.  Haskins  (Twerton)  said  they  were 
present  to  support  th’e  Liverpool  amend- 
ment. Societies  having  invested  with  the 
C.AY.S.  would  have  no  margin  at  all,  and 
they  felt  that  the  federated  societies  ought 
to  have  at  least  some  consideration.  The 
1 per  cent,  asked  for  would  make  all  the 
difference. in  the  world. 

Air.  Alundy  (Exeter)  was  of  the  opinion 
that  to  reduce  to  5$  per  cent,  instead  of  5 
per  cent,  was  like  splitting  hairs,  and  it  did 
not  sound  like  a business  proposition.  Money 
to-day  was  not  worth  more  than  5 per  cent. 
He  strongly  favoured  the  recommendation 
of  the  C.W.S. 

Air.  Marks  (Bristol)  wa$  of  the  opinion 
that  the  time  had  come  when  share  capital 
interest  should  come  down  to  5 per  cent. 
He  therefore  supported  the  recommenda- 
tion. 

The  voting  was  as  follows : —For  the 
Liverpool  amendment,  27  ; against,  75.  For 
the  committee's  recommendation,  75; 
against,  21. 

All  the  grants  and  donations  were  passed 
unanimously,  4he  Alanchester  and  Salford 
amendment  regarding  increased  grant  to- 
wards the  funds1  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance  being  los£. 

Guildford  Resolution. 

Mr.  ALindy  (Exeter)  said  if  the  meetings 
must  commence  at  10-30  a.m..  it  would  mean 
coming  to  Bristol  on  the  Friday  night  for 
rt  large  number’ of  the  delegates. 

Air.  Fennell  (Barnstaple  New)  voiced 
their"diffieriilties  uYidbr' the  present  arrange- 
ments, where  their  delegates  liad  to  leave 
home  as  early  as  seven  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  sometimes  having  to  leave*  the 
meeting  before  hhlf  of  the  business  lias  been 
transacted  to  enable  them  to  get  home  the 
-same  night.  It  was  very  unsatisfactory  for 
societies  to  have  to  pay  such  heavy  expense 
for  the  long  distance,  and  then  for  their 
delegates  to  come  away  before  the  meeting 
terminates.  He  had  pleasure  in  supporting 
the  motion  that  the  meetings  should  com- 
mence at  10-30  a.m. 

Air.  England  (Weymouth)  said  he  should 
vote  against  both  the  motion  and  the  amend- 
ment, but  if  either  were  carried  it  would 
mean  that  a number  of  small  societies  could 
not  afford  to  send  delegates  under  the  con- 
ditions, as  they  would  have  to  travel  over- 
night, pay  hotel  expenses,  arid  be  ttfo  days 
from  home. 

The  Chairman  said  that  it  was  a.  very 
difficult  matter,  as  whichever  way  it  was 
dealt  with  it  would  cause  more  inconveni- 
ence than  was  the  case  at  the  present  time. 

The  voting  was  as  follows: — For  London 
and  Newcastle  Societies’  amendment,  3; 
against,  96.  For  Guildford  Society's  resolu- 
tion,.'!; against,  95. 

Method  of  Voting. 

The  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  resolution 
was"  proposed  by  the  South  Suburban  dele- 
gate, who  said  it  was  generally  agreed  that 
societies  should  use  their  full  voting  strength 
when  dealing  with  the  business  at  quarterly 
meetings.  A good  deal  of- trouble  had  been 
taken  to  get  this  matter  on  to'nn  erruitablo 
footing,  and  the  next  step  was  to  have  it 
put  into  operation.  Societies  a long  way  off 
were  considerably  handicapped  on  the  score 
of  expense.  At  London  they  were  very 
much  croiyded,  and  this  might  be  the  sartie 
at  other  centres.  The  card  system  there- 
fore would  do  away  with  that.  In  the 
interests  of  large  and  small  societies,  he 
asked  the  delegates  to  support  it. 

A Gloucester  Delegate  seconded. 

Tile  Chairman  said  at  the  present  time 
the  committee  opposed  it.  and  asked  the 
delegates  to  vote  against  the  proposal,  as 
they  were  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the 
experience  of  the  card  system. 

After  Aleysrs.  Haskins  (Twerton).  Afarks 
(Bristol),  Alundy  (Exeter),  and  England 
(Meymouth)  had  spoken,  the  question  was 
put  to  tire  vote,  the  result  being  as  fol- 
lows:—For  Royal  Arsenal  Society's  resolu- 
tion, 34;  against,  57. 

Land  Nationalisation. 

The  voting  on  the  question  of  grant  to  the- 
Land  Nationalisation  Ixsague  was  as  fal- 
lows: — For  Trocynori  and  Cwradaro  amend- 
ment. 49;  against..  6.  For  Bestyick  resolu- 
tion, 2U;  against,  67. 


iii. 


ONLY  TWO  SERIOUS 

PROBLEMS. 

CONDITIONS  IN  RUSSIA  AND  IRELAND 


DIRECTOR'S  VIEWS. 

The  Cumberland  divisional  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Aspatria,  on 
Saturday,  Air,  W.  Lander  (Alanchester 
district)  presided,  and  was  supported  by, 
Afessrs.  W.  Clayton  (grocery  committee), 
Wilkins  (drapery  committee),  Air.  Worrall 
(banking  department),  and  Air.  Blench 
(Newcastle  office).  Forty-one  delegates, 
representing  twenty-one  societies,  were 
present. 

The  Chairman  sqid  tVibu'gh  they'  were 
showing  decreases  in  many1  of  their  depart- 
ments lie  thought,  speaking  in  a general 
sense,  there  was  a much  more  hopeful  out- 
look for  the  future. 

The  only  two  serious  problems  before 
them  were  the  disturbed  conditions  ot 
Ireland  and  Russia.  He  ventured  to  say 
that  if  those  two  questions  could  be 
settled  there  was  a good  outlook  for  the 
future  of  the  world. 

The  great  hope  was  tin)  development  of 
co-operation,  and  at  the  moment  it  was 
making  satisfactory  progress,  particularly 
in  Russia.  They  were  doing  all  they  could 
to  help  them,  and  the  signs  were  certainly 
better.  (Applause.) 

Values  and  Quantities. 

The  discussion  on  the  import  vas  Opened 
by  Air.  Watson  (Carlisle),  who  asked  if  the 
committee  were  satisfied  that  the  decreases 
were  due  to  values  and  not  an  actual 
falling  off  in  trade. 

The  Chairman  said  food  supplies  showed 
a considerable  increase  , in  quantity,  which 
pointed  that  the  decrease'  was  in  value. 
So  far  as  textiles,  furnishing,  ami-drapery 
were  concerned,  those  had  to  take  second 
place,  but  i>igns  in  that  ’line  were  on  the 
upward  grade. 

Margarine  and  Butter. 

Air.  Hunt  (Workington)  said  It  was 
somewhat  surprising  to  find  a reduction  in 
margarine.  He  had  a feeling  that  co- 
operators"  were  people  who  had  to  live  along 
the  lower  level,  not  the  higher  level,  at  the 
present  time. 

The  Chairman  said  the  consumpnbi'  bf 
margarine  was  largely  decided  by  the 
price  of  bvitter.  They  'were  anxious  to 
develop  the  margarine  trade,  and  it  was 
proposed  to  shortly  hold  a margarine  week 
with  the  idea  of  also  advertising  Sntox,” 
a suet  they  were  now  making  at  the  works. 

Always  a Puzzle. 

Mr.  Baines  (Carlisle)  said  the  price  of 
coal  from  Shilbottle  colliery  was  a matter 
which  always  puzzled  him.  He  would  like 
to  know  the  reason  for  such  a big  price 
being  charged.  He  understood  the  price 
in  Carlisle  was  44s.  a ton,  which  was  6sj 
or  7s.  more  than  they  could  get  coal  from 
Durham  and  Seaton  Delava  1. 

Air.  Clayton  (platform)  said  Shilbottle 
coal  wag  the  best.  They  sent  it  to  London, 
which  proved  that  it  was  worth  the  monei? 
charged.  They  were  sorry  that  they  could 
not  supply  it  at  a lower  price,  for  the  coal 
took  a good  deal  of  working.  1 
The  report  was  adopted. 

Interest  on  Share  Capital. 

Air.  Ferguson  (Maryport)  regretted  the 
reduction  of  the  . rate  . of . interest,  ?ml 
thought  the  matter  should  be  referred 
back.  He  agreed  the  times  justified  a re- 
duction, but  lie  thought  the  committee 
should  give  them  some  notice  of  the  re- 
duction in  order  that  the  retail  societies 
could  put  their  own  houses  in  order.  He 
thought • the  reduction  should  be  isuspeuded 
lor  six  or  twelve  months. 

Air.  Holblv-  (Workington)  proposed  the 
recommendation . of  the  Liverpool  Society, 
which  was  seconded  by  Air.  Robertson 
(Aspatria).  , 

The  Chairman  said  when  they  could  get 
Government  security  for  2*J  to  3 per  cent, 
he  thought  5 per  cent,  was  very  good  for 
the  society.  They  wanted  cheap  food,  and 
to  have  that  there  must  be  a reduction. 

On  a vote  being  taken  the  committee’s 
recommendation  lor  a reduction  from  6 
per  cent,  to  5 per  cent,  was  adopted  by  21 
votes  to  9. 

Various  Matters. 

The  donations  to  charitable  institutions 
as  recommended  by  the  ^committee  were 
unanimously  approved. 

Tho  Guildford  Society’s,  motion  ami  the 
amendment  by  London  and  Newcastle-on- 
Tvne  societies  were  unanimously  rejected. 

The  Royal  Arsenal  (Woohvicb)  and  the 
London  societies'  motion  was  rejected  by 
40  votes  to  1. 

Land  Nationalisation. 

Tho  Chairman,  referring  to- the  Boswick 
Society's  motion  and  the  amendment  bv 
the  Trecynon  and  Chvmdare  Society,  said 
the  committee  considered  it  was  an  imperial 
matter,  and  recommended  that  no  action 
be  taken. 

The  motion  and  amendment  were  do-, 
foated,  only  two  voting  in  favour. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


JujLV  8,  19; 


INFLUENCE  OF  FIXED  PRICES. 

' anifi  % - oiroi  *•»*  ►«  <«««'•«  •» 

VALUE  OF  HUE  IDEA  TO  SOCIETIES.1 

. . ...  , ' r- 

WHAT  PAST  EXPERIENCE  HAS  TAl'GIIT. 


A handsomely  furnished  room,  with  com- 
fortably upholstered  seats,  added  a great 
deal  to  the  comfort  of  the  delegates  tp  the 
C.W.S.  Yorkshire  .divisional  meeting  on 
Saturday.  The  gathering  was  held  in  the 
Mayor's  Reoeption  Room  of  the  Dewsbury 
Town  Hull,  probably  the  best  meeting  room 
Y’orkshire  delegates  linve  ever  had.  Mr.  G. 
Thorpe,  J.P.  (president  of  the  C.W.S.),  who, 
for  the  first  time  during  his  twenty-four 
years’  connection  with  the  C.W.S.,  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  present  at  a meeting  of 
the  federation  on  his  native  heath,  ocoupied 
the  chair.  He  was  accompanied  by  Sir  T. 
W.  Allen  (finance  committee)*  Messrs.  T.  J. 
Henson  and  J.  Oliver  (drapery  committee), 
H.  Yates  (general  office),  and  F.  Jagger 
(bank  department). 

Economic  Margins. 

"With  a view  of  anticipating  questions  to 
some  extent,  the  Chairman  stated  that 
trade  had  been  very  bad.  Unemployment 
had  been  rampant  throughout  the  country 
during  the  period  under  review,  but  he 
thought  there  were  signs  of  some  improve- 
ment. Referring  to  what  he  called  “eco- 
nomic margins,”  lie  said  there  was  great- 
cutting  going  on  throughout  the  commercial 
world,  in  regard  to  production,  and  the  mar- 
gins of  profit  were  exceedingly  small.  So 
far  as  the  co-operative  movement  was  con- 
cerned, ■ the  margins  had  been  severely 
strained.  If  they  wanted  to  get  back  thejr 
former  prestige,  the  Wholesale  Society  and 
the  retail  societies  would  have  to  pull 
together.  > ' 1 

” There  is  no  room  for  societies  to  leave 
the  federation,”  he  said,  “neither  should 
there  be  any  weakening  of  our  supervision 
to  give  societies  every  opportunity  of  com- 
peting with  outside  traders.” 

Chocolate  Sales. 

Mr.  Merton  (Windhill),  whilst  accepting 
the  chairman's  opening  remarks,  thought 
some  additional  explanation  was  necessary 
in  regard  to  the  tea  and  cocoa  department. 
In  two  English  branches — Manchester  and 
London — there  were  increases  in  chocolate 
sales,  yet  the  Scottish  section  recorded  a 
big  decrease. 

Mr.  Duoe  (Bradford)  noticed  that  tea  sales 
had  been  reduced,  whilst  the  sales  of  cocoa 
had  increased.  Were  the  people  changiug 
their  beverages?  He  also  asked  how  other 
tea  companies  stood. 

The  diairnpm  could  not  say  why  the 
S. C.W.S.  did  not  sell  more  chocolate,  but 
their  attention^  had  been  called  to  the  mat- 
ter from  time  to  time.  He  had  no  informa- 
tion of  other  tea  companies,,  but  he  sup- 
posed they  suffered  from_the  generaT  unem- 
ployment as  co-operative  societies  did. 

A Complaint  About  Flour. 

Mr.  Sedgwick  (Rawdon),  commenting  on 
the  decrease  at  Halifax  flour  mill,  suggested 
that  his  society’s  experience  might  give  a 
clue  to  the  decrease.  Ho  complained  that 
his  society  had  received  flour  from  Halifax 
that  was  tainted.  By  arrangement  with  the 
C.W.S.  it  was  returned  to  the  mill.  Siuce 
then,  however^  the  members  had  complained 
of  the  quality  of  the  flour.  “ If  we  cannot 
get  good  flour."  he  said,  “ what  becomes  of 
our  loyalty?,  )Ve  oannot  pay  for  bad  flour.” 
The  Chairman  said  the  hoard  could  not 
understand  how  the  flour  received  at  Raw- 
’don  had  become  tainted,  unless  it  was  in 
transit,  because  tile  flour  was  milled  from 
the  same  wheat  which  had  been  sent  at  the 
same  time  to  other  societies,  and  only  in 


this  one  case  was  there  a complaint.  The 
decreases  had  taken  place  because  Halifax, 
Slaithwaite,  and  Sowerb.v  Bridge  had  sup- 
-plied.  societies  in  a certain  district,  and 
other  C.W.S.  mills  were  now  supplying 
these  societies. 

No  Loss  at  Shilbottle. 

In  reply  to  a Close  Hill  Delegate,  the 
Chairman,  said  there  had  been  no  loss 
-since  Shilbottle  colliery  was  taken  over;  in 
fact,  there  had  been  a profit.  They  had 
come  in  contact  with  a bed  2ft.  4in.  thick 
of  a certain  kind  of  oil,  but  whether  this 
would  be  of  any  service  or  not  was  not  yet 
known. 

Suits  at  39S.  6d. 

Mr.  Turner  (Dewsbury)  commented  on  the 
fact  that  the  Batley  woollen  mill  was  not 
running  more  than  10  per  cent,  of  its  ma- 
chinery, yet  societies’  tailoring  departments 
were  exhibiting  private  traders’  patterns. 

Mr.  Oliver  said  they  had  tried  to  eliminate 
private  traders’  patterns. 

Mr.  Clegg  (Halifax)  complained  that  his 
society  could  not  get  delivery  of  39s.  6d. 
suits  until  three  months  had  elapsed ; and 
Mr.  Henson  said  this  suit  was  produced  to 
meet  the  need  of  a moment.  He  thought 
full  supplies  would  now  be  available.  In 
reply  to  a Close  Hill  Delegate,  lie  said  socie- 
ties without  tailoring  departments  in  the 
Huddersfield  district  wanted  the  C.W.S.  to 
open  a retail  establishment.  Instead  the 
board  had  kept  the  Huddersfield  depot  open 
on  Saturday  afternoons  and  certain  even- 
ings to  give  these  societies  an  opportunity 
to  send  their  members;  but  it  had  not  been 
a success. 

Value  of  Fixed  Prices. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Colpus  (Doncaster),  Mr. 
Henson  said,  it  was  estimated  that  6,000 
pairs  a week  of  the  10s.  9d.  and  12s.  9d. 
boots  would  be  sufficient;  but  they  had  been 
overwhelmed  with  orders.’  This  showed  the 
value  of  advertising  a fixed  retail  prioe. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

“ It  has  taught  us  a lesson,  as  I hope 
it  has  taught  retail  societies  that  a fixed 
price  is  going  to  mean  a tremendous 
influx  of  trade  to  this  institution.” 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  Mr.  Yates 
read  the  election  results. 

Committee's  Proposal  Carried. 

On  the  question  of  reducing  the'  rate  of 
interest  on  share  capital,  the  voting  was  : — 
Liverpool  amendment:  For,  72;  against,  88. 
Committee’s  recommendation:  For,  94; 

against,  41. 

Only  four  voted  for  the  Manchester  and 
Salford  Society’s  amendment  regarding  the 
grant  to  the  I.O.A.,  and  there  was  only  one 
against  the  committee’s  recommendation. 
The  remainder  of  the  donations  and  grants 
were  approved  unanimously. 

The  Guildford  proposal  only  secured  two 
votes,  and  the  London  amendment  ten. 

There  was  a short  discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion of  instituting  a card  vote,  and  the 
Chairman  said  in  principle  they  were  not 
opposed  to  it  ; but  they  thought  the  recently 
instituted  referendum  should  be  given  a 
trial. 

There  were  33  in  favour  of  the  motion 
and  85  against. 

Only  two  votes  were  cast  .in  favour  of  the 
Beswic'k  proposal  and  the  same  for  the 
amendment. 

Wakefield  was  chosen,  after  a close  vote, 
as  the  place  for  the  next  meeting. 

There  were  163  delegates  from  fifty-six 
societies  preseut. 


NEEDS  OF  THE  ALLIANCE. 


INTERESTING  DISCUSSION  AT  THE  SOUTH  WALES  f 


MEETl.1t 


AN  EXCELLENT  INVESTMENT. 


Mr.  P.  Colet  (director)  presided  over 
the  South  Wales  divisional  meeting,  held 
in  the  C.W.S.  Cardiff  depot  meetiug  hall, 
and  he  was  supported  by  Messrs.  T.  G. 
Arnold,  J.  Hawkins,  and  F.  Denman  (co- 
directors).  and  Mr.  Warren  (Cardiff  office). 
There  were  101  delegates  present,  repre- 
senting forty-five  societies.  . 

11  A Matter  of  Urgency.” 

Mr.  A.  J.  Williams  (Cardiff)  said  that 
as  a matter  of  urgency  relative  to  the  hauk 
department  at  Cardiff,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  an  opportunity  would  he  afforded 
to  raise  a matter  relative  to  the  banking 
department,  which  was  not  strictly  a 
matter  of  finance  but  of  administration. 

The  Chairman:  1 cannot  advise  you,  and 
you  ought  to  know  where  to  bring’  it  in. 

Biscuit  Works. 

Mr.  Smith  (Cardiff)  asked  if  the  directors 
were  satisfied  with  the  output  of  the  two 
works.  He  noticed  that  Crunipsall  showed 
a decrease  against  an  increase  at  Cardiff. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  replying,  said  they  would 
of  course  not  be  satisfied  until  all  their 
works  were  running  to  full  capacity.  The 
depression  in  trade  had  naturally  'affected 
these  works.  Twelve  months  ago  Crump- 
sail  was  working  overtime  and  had  to 
transfer  trade  to  Cardiff  works,  and  whilst 
they  had  not  an  increase  in  value  there 
was  an  increase  in  volume.  Owing  to  the 
trade  depression  people  had  gone  on  t-o  the 
lower  priced  biscuits. 

Reduction  in  Interest. 

Mr.  Denman  moved  to  reduce  the  interest 
on  share  capital  to  5 per  cent.  Rates  for 
investment  were  reduced  generally.  To-day 
they  found  it  impossible  to  invest  monies 
at  anything  like  the  rate  of  interest  which 
obtained  twelve  months  ago ; and  the 
capital,  taken  at  five  million,  on  the  pro- 
posed rate  would  mean  a reduced  cost  of 
£50,000  per  annum.  Now  whilst  some 
societies  might  complain,  they  felt  that 
this  was  a reasonable  interest  for  the 
"times,  and  the  board  thought  they  would 
be  wise  iu  rejecting  the  amendment. 

The  voting  was  as  follows : — -For  the 
Liverpool  amendment,  6;  against,  88.  For 
the  resolution,  93;  against,.  1. 

The  I.C.A.  Grant. 

Mr.  Denman  asked  the  delegates  to  vote 
against  the  Manchester  and  Salford  amend- 
ment relative  to  the  I.C.A.  grant.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  United  Kingdom  had 
contributed  £1,100  to  the  Alliance  for  1921, 
against  £1,300  from  all  other  countries  in 
the  Alliance.  They  considered  that  a very 
fair  quota  from  this  side. 

Mr.  Smith  (Cardiff)  moved  the  amend- 
ment. He  thought  that  the  co-operative 
movement  should  step  iu  and  try  in  every 
possible  way  to  help  the  peoples  of  the 
countries  that  had  been  so  badly  effected 
a§  a result  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Williams  (Cardiff)  supported  the 
amendment,  and  said  that  the  spending  of 
this  sum  would  be  a very  excellent  invest- 
ment. The  depression  in  trade  was  due, 
he  said,  entirely  to  international  difficul- 
ties, and  he  considered  that  it.  was  their 
duty  to  try  in  every  way  possible  to  get 
into  closer  touch  with'  the  ctf-operative 
movement  iu  other  countries.  . L 

A Chepstow  delegate  questioned  as  to 
whether  the  Alliance  had  been.  al[)le  to  carry 
on  the  work  with  the  money  granted. 

Mr.  Chappell  (Gloucester)1  aSUltd  if  the 
grant  proposed— was'  jur  mereaxg  -over  pre- 
vious subscriptions^  _FLe  ^said— there  : were 
not  enough  funds  to  carry  on  the  Inter- : 
national  Alliance  as  they  would  like  it  to 


lie  carried  on,  and  every  societv  st„,u| 
coutributmg  their  quota  to  this  “ 

Mr.  Denman,  replying,  said  the  to 
sale  Society  had  done  something 
and  help  their  weaker  brethren  and 
delegates  would  have  heard  ;'IQ<i 
reports  as  to  the  indebtedness  of 
countries  to  the  C.W.S.  at  the 
He  had  no  knowledge  of  a lack  0f 
retarding  the  Alliance.  They  did  not ^ 
the  Alliance  to  suffer — thev  wanted  U 
to  cany  on— but  felt  that  for  the  nioa 
£150  was  ample  for  its  needs.  * 

The  voting  was  as  'follows  —For 
amendment,  18;  against,  70.  Forth* 
commendation,  70;  against,  18. 

On  the  question  of  a morning 
the  vote  was  unanimously  against 
amendment  and  the  Guildford  resolutio 
Voting  by  Card. 

Mr.  Smith  (Cardiff)  moved  the  Bo 
Arsenal  and  London-  resolution,  and1 
Williams  (Cardiff)  seconded,  stating  f 
this  would  give  to  societies  that  could 
afford  to  send  their  full  number  to  <u 
teriy  meetings  the  full  strength  0f  il 
vote. 

Mr.  Denman,  on  behalf  of  the  toi 
asked  the  delegates  to  oppose  the  res 
tion,  Some  time  since  they  passed 
referendum,  which  gave  them  an  oppo, 
nitv  to  think  over  matters  and  make  of 
recommendations  if  considered  neiessar 

Abergavenny  delegates  supported  il 
resolution  on  the  ground  that  it 
enable  small  societies  to  exercise  their  i 
voting. 

Penarth  and  Chepstow  delegates * 
opposed  to  it. 

The  Chairman  hoped  that  nothing  ire 
be  done  that  would  tend  to  curtail 
numbers  coming  to  the  quarterly  meetio 
He  pointed  to  the  difficulty  also  that  ft 
a system  would  raise,  instancing  i 
number  of  countings  of  votes  on  van 
matters  that  afternoon. 

The  voting  resulted';as  follow  s For 
resolution,  32 ; against,  52. 

The  Land  Question. 

Eleven  votes  were  given  for  the  amtt-1 
meat  to  the  Beswick  resolution  and  flint; 
nine  against.  Thirty-three  delegates  f«i 
iu  fHvour  of  the  resolution  and  thin; 
seven  against. 

Mr,  A.  J.  Williams  (Cardiff)  ruse 
so.ught  permission  to  go  into  a matter } 
desired  to  raise  at  the  stage  v hen  i 
bank' department  was  under  eonsi'lerali 
imt  the  chairman  would  not  grant  tlliijj 
the  business  of  the  meeting  had  eihlei 


NEW  PAMPHLETS. 

Several  addresses  recently  delivered  M 
co-operative  platforms  have  been  publeW 
by  the  Co-operative  Union  in  booklet  r 
pamphlet  form.  Included  in  these  are  “0 
operation  and  the  New  Social  ('onscienf- 
bv  Norman  Angell ; “ The  Financial  Posit* 
of  the  Co-operative  Movement  in  Hols' i'; 
to  New  Forms  of  Administration  in  thcl’f1 
Trade,”  by  George  Riddlo ; " Mutual  Ai 
in  Education.”  by  S.  Fairbrother  ; ” Edc ' 
tional  Policy,”  by  A.  V.  Alexander ; and 
inaugural  address  delivered  by  Miss 
Llewelyn  Davies  at  the  Brighton  Congn  ‘- 
The  Union  has  also  sent  out  a circular  dravnni 
attention  to  the  book  it  has  recently  publish 
entitled  “ Dr.  William  Kin''  and  ‘ The  b> 
operator.’  ” It  has  been  edited  with  in'"-' 
duction  and  notes  by  T.  W.  Mercer.  I’r" 
and  other  details  concerning  these  puhli'* 
tions  were  given  in  the  advertisement  colum’” 
of  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” last  week. 


C.W.S.  ELECTION  RESULTS. 


DETAILED  VOTING  FIGURES. 

Below  we  give  the  results  of  the  elections  to  the  C.W.S.  Board 
in  detail.  The  names  of  the  successful  candidates  were  given 
last  week.  There  was  no  election  for  Auditors  on  this  occasion. 

NEWCASTLE  DISTRICT. 


Name  of  Candidate. 


•King.  J.-W 

Riddle,  Geo 

M'Ewen,  G.  A 

Marin,  John 

Dodd«,  R.  I 

Dodds.  William  .. 
Niohol,  G.  R.  . . . . 

White,  J.  W 

Thompson,  T.  . . . 

Golightly.  W 

Rainsdeii.  J 

Jackson.  W.  ..... 

Wight,  J 

Laidler,  T 

Birkott.  J.  T 

Forrest  W 

Walker,  T 

Mooro,  J.  G 

Bnrron,  Il 

Little,  M 

Leslie -Smith.  .1.  B 
Usher,  J.  ....... 


XT  , _ No.  of  Societies  that 

No.  of  Yete&Jtceordcd.  have  Voted  for 

respective  Candidates. 


MANCHESTER  DISTRICT. 


Name  of  Candidate. 


•Thorpe,  Geii 

•Lander.  Win.  . . . 
t Bradshaw,  Jos.  .. 
Whiteley,  Edgar . 

Major,  G 

Goodeuough,  Geo.  . 

Sutton.  J.  W 

Whittaker.  William 

Tapping,  A.  J 

Jones,  David  .... 

Jones,  A.  H 

Turney,  Arthur  . . 

Pickup,  A.  

Aleock.  Fred  .... 

Abbotts,  W 

Robinson,  Richard 
Buckley,  F,  J.  ... 

Morton,  N.  J 

Horricks,  A. 

Richardson,  H.  . . 

Clay,  James 

Hill,  T.  R 

Wilkinson,  G.  J.  . 
Laidler,  J.  R.  U.  . 

Whitaker,  J.  H 

Syddall,  S.  A 

Udell.  A.  A 

Travis,  George . . 

Fearn,  Thos 

Kershaw.  F.  ...... 

Evans.  \V.  — . 
Birkin.J.  ..... 

Dooley,  Jno. 

Chad bourne  T; 
Matthews,  R.  .. 

Slater.  J 

Davis.  B.  W,  . . 


No.  of  Votes  Recorded. 


No.  of  Societies  that 
have  Voted  for 
respective  Caudidat03". 


1 1 


jig 


( "ir* 


- ~2 


LONDON  DISTRICT. 


•Arnold,  T.  G. 
Ramsay,  G.  A, 
Rogers,  W.  J.  : 
Bullion,  F.  . . j 
Williams.  D. . i 
Palmer,'  Emily 
Evans,  David  ‘ 
Lone,  F 


•Elected  to  nerve  twtyjyeurs.  tEIccted  to  servo  three  monIW. 

22  Votiig  Papers  declared  void,  representing  114  votes. /jj 

CHEAPER  AND  BETTER  ’PHONjj 

Tins  week  the  reduced  charges  for  the  telephones  cofflf 
force  and  there  will  be  considerable  rejoicing.  We  areal*1? 
to  learn  from  the  Po3tmoster-Gcneral  that  there  are  ' 
considerable  developments  in  progress  in  the  tekpn 
department.  Wo  would  like  to  see  the  telephone  consider^ 
essential  to  the  modem  house  as  the  gas  and  water  pipe-5-  c’f ,{ 
electric  lighting  and  heating  wires.  There  has  been  a cliaop 
the  better  recently.  A trunk  call  from  Manchester  will  r 
a user  of  the  ’phone  in  communication  with  another  ^ 
London  or  Glasgow  in  something  like  eight  minutes,  . 
underground  trunks  now  in  use  make  distinctness  remar 
and  interruption  rare.  The  telephone  has  been  used  KT 
advocates  of  private  enterprise  as  a horrible  example  of 
of  nationalisation.  Mr.  Kellaway,  the  P.M.G.,  remind 
House  of  Commons  quite  recently,  however,  that 
G.P.O.  only  took  o^at  the  'phones  in  1912;  that  prior  10 ^ 
the  previous  owners  teok  as  much  as  possible  out  of  tbo*P\^ 
and  in  view  of  the  impending  change  spent  as  little  as  p0* 
en  repairs  and  equipment. 
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r e,  1022. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


r»*ES  1 


ON  FUN. 

, flrc  invited  to  give  a fillip  to  the  agitation  for  the  abolition 
the  entertainments  tax.  We  would  readily  do  so,  but  we 
' t0  See  food  taxes  abolished  first.  The  food  taxes  affect 
' whole  of  the  working  classes,  including  those  who  have  a 
8 ic  t0  provide  food.  When  these  taxes  are  abolished  we 
' jjpjp  to  abolish  the  taxes  on  the  amusements  of  the  people 
whom  amusement  is  a luxury  and  not  a habit.  The  “ pic- 
provide  the  cheapest  entertainment  for  the  working 
and  upon  those  who  cannot  afford  more  costly  enter- 
(lie  tax  on  the  “ pictures  ” is  excessive ; but  as  the 
-ses  are  excessive,  wo  want  the-food  taxes  abolished -first. 


JMORE  war 

warmly  commend  to  the  support  of  co-operators  and  co- 


e organisations  the  No  More  War  demonstrations  to  be 


operatn'* 

(,dd  during  the  week-end  preceding  the  anniversary  of  the  out- 
of  the  war.  The  greatest  tribute  the  people  of  the  world 
tan  pay  to  their  devoted  dead  is  to  resolve  that  whatever  they 
' to  prevent  a repetition  of  the  tragedy  of  1914  shall  be 
done.  It  was  to  end  war  that  our  millions  went  out  resolved 
lo  root  out  what  was  then  believed  to  be  the  cause  of  war.  We 
bjve  heard  soldiers  cheer  when,  during  the  war,  they  were  praised 
for  their  efforts  to  rid  Europe  of  militarism.  Upwards  of  fifteen 
countries  are  to  participate  in  the  demonstrations  now  to  be 
jnanged.  In  Great  Britain  alone  demonstrations  are  being 
in  more  than  eighty  towns,  and  special  efforts  are 
king  made  in  holiday  resorts.  Co-operators  ought  not  to  be 
absent  from  these  demonstrations ; indeed,  they  ought  to  be 
strongly  in  evidence  as  representatives  of  a movement  that  is 
doing  more  than  any  other  to  free  the  world  of  the  menace  of 
rrar  and  its  causes. 

SCOTLAND'S  CHOICE. 

Scotland  as  a nation  is  to  commemorate  the  great  war  by 
Ihe  abolition  of  its  great  barracks  at  Edinburgh  Castle.  It  is 
tie  most  fitting  commemoration  of  which  we  have  yet  heard. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


The  old  castle,  one  of  the  most  picturesque  sights' in  Europe 
is  to  be  converted  into  a national  museum  under  the  care  of  a 
corps  of  warders  who  will  no  doubt  become  as  well-known  as  the 
Beefeaters  of  the  Tower  of  London.  We  hope  that  the  exhibits 
in  the  museum  will  not  be  exclusively,  or  even  largely,  of  a 
military  character.  The  part  that  Scotland  has  played  in 
religion,  in  scientific  discovery,  in  mechanical  invention,  in 
education,  in  the  development  of  social  and  political  life,  and 
even  in  the  promotion  of  co-operation  which  has  done  so  much 
for  the  nation  and  for  the  world  at  large,  should  make  it  possible 
for  the  organisers  of  the  museum  to  furnish  an  attractive  and 
useful  collection  of  exhibits  which  would  preserve  the  memories 
of  Auld  Scotia  and  inspire  the  youth  of  the  country  so  recently 
stimulated  by  Sir  James  Barrie.  * The  great  thing  about  the 
scheme,  however,  is  that  the  barracks  will  be  abolished.  A 
substitute  for  it,  we  fear,  may  bo  found  elsewhere  ; but  the 
warders  who  tell  future  generations  of  visitors  to  Edinburgh 
Castle  that  this  used  to  be  a barracks  ’’will.be  reminding  those 
visitors  that,  whatever  the  state  of  society  in  their  day,  the  war 
of  1914-18  which  the  museum  commemorates,  was  a war  to  end 
war.  To  the  eye  of  the  peace-lover,  a military  fortress  is  seen 
at  its  best  when  it  is  a picturesque  ruin  ; but  to  the  thrifty  Scot 
it  appeals  to  greater  advantage  when  it  is  adapted  to  a useful 
purpose,  and  a national  museum  will  serve  such  a purpose. 

NEWSPAPER  INSURANCE. 

In  “ The  Mystery  of  the  Daily  Mail  ” surprise  was  expressed 
at  the  comparatively  small  effect  the  insurance  coupon  had 
upon  circulation.1  The  general  secretary  of  the  Newsagents’ 
Federation  recently  estimated  that  the  five  big  national 
dailies  which  run  insurance  schemes  have  increased  their  com- 
bined circulation  by  about  a million  copies  per  day.  That 
means  six  millions  a week  or  312  millions  per  year  of  an  aggregate 
increase  in  the  circulation.  The  “ Daily  News  ” probably 
suffered  from  the  insurance  scheme  of  the  “ Daily  Mail  ” until 
it  started  a scheme  of  its  own ; and  some  other  papers,  fearing 
they  might  be  left  in  the  lurch,  followed  with  increases  in  circu- 
lation not  justified  by  any  apparent  improvement  in  their 
contents.  There  must  be-many  of  them  bought  for  this  purpose 
which  are  never  read  The  purchasers  simply  register  them- 
selves, and  that  ends  it. 


G.  B.  S.  Scores. 

TVe  must  congratulate  Mr.  Bernard  Shaw  upon  his  having 
done  at  least  one  good  tiling  in  his  life.  His  trouncing  of  the 
governor  of  Parkhursfc  PrisoU  for  having  sentenced  a convict 
to  six  months  in  chains  because  he  had  dared  to  escape  has  led 
to  the  liberation  of  the  convict  and  may  also  lead  to  the  abolition 
of  this  system  of  punishment.  Public  opinion  recognised  what 
a natural  act  it  was  for  the  convict  to  bolt ; and  there  was  also 
a sneaking  admiration  for  the  man’s  capacity  for  eluding  his 
pursuers  for  so  long.  The  governor  did  not  quite  see  the  joke 
as  it  appealed  to  other  peoplo ; but  he  has  seen  the  public 
rallying,  even  if  only  for  once,  to  the  side  of  G.  B.  S. 

PROSPEROUS  TRAMS. 

The  Glasgow  trams,  one  of  the  most  successful  municipal 
enterprises  in  the  country,  show  signs  of  a return  to  their  old 
prosperity.  A year  ago  tlfc  financial  year  ended  with  a deficit 
of  £3,000 ; but  the  financial  year  which  ended  on  May  31st 
showed  a profit  of  £150,000.  Since  1894,  when  the  trams  were 
municipalised,  they  have  contributed  well  over  £1,100,000  to  the 
Common  Good  fund  of  the  city.  The  normal  profit  till  about 
1918  was  £40,000  br  £50,000,  after  meeting  sinking  fund  charges, 
interest,  and  depreciation ; but  about  that  time  the  entire 
capital  debt  was  wiped  out,  heavy  annual  charges  fell  in  conse- 
quence, and  the  anticipated  annual  profit  rose  to  £250,000.  On 
the  strength  of  this,  the  Corporation  borrowed  two  millions,  and 
invested  it  in  War  Loan,  making  J per  cent,  on  the  investment, 
the  loan  to  be  repaid  to  the  banks  in  eight  years.  Subsequentl}’, 
a further  two  millions  was  invested  by  a similar  process,  but  on 
this  there  was  a slight  loss  in  the  interest.  Recently  the  Cor- 
poration disposed  of  its  War  Loan  at  a slight  profit  to  the  city. 
The  £150,000  of  profit  may  perhaps  warrant  a reduction  of  fares. 
The  electorate  persistently  refused  to  allow  the  profits  from  the 
trains  to  be  used  for  the  reduction  of  rates,  as  that  would  benefit 
the  larger  ratepayers,  who  rarely  used  the  trains,  out  of  the 
profits  made  by  the  travellers  who  were  lesser  ratepayers.  The 
profits  went  to  rdduce  fares,  imprbve  the  service,  and  improve 
the  conditions  of  the  employees  of  the  department.  The  trams 
of  Manchester  during  the  past  year  contributed  £50,000  to  the 
reduction  of  rates. 


THE  TOO  POLITICAL 
ECONOMIST, 


or  THE  MAN  WHO 
COUNTED  HIS 
CHICKENS  BEFORE- 


A SHORT  STORY.  B,  LOUIS  GOLDING. 


Even  when  we  were  boys  at  school  together, 
Quintin  Leggitt  wore  blue  spectacles  and  was 
precise  in  his  behaviour  as  the  great  clock 
Strasbourg.  While  the  rest  of  us  were 
loking  cigarettes  in  forbidden  shrubberies, . 
Quintin  was  juggling  with  the  Law  of  Supply 
and  Demand  in  his  study.  He  knew  precisely 
bow  many  calories  or  vitamines — whatever 
the  jargon  of  the  time  was — his  diet  should 
consist  of.  His  whole  life  was  mapped  out 
a series  of  little  charts.  Not  only  the  next 
week,  I mean,  or  the  next  month.  “ At 
twenty,-’  said  Quintin,  “ I shall  get  the  gold 
medal  at  Bangor  University  for  Political 
Economy.  At  twenty-one  my  uncle  ceases 
be  my  guardian  and  I come  into  my 
deceased  father's  money.  I shall  marry,” 
d Quintin,  “ at  thirty.  My  wife  shall  bring 
just  enough  additional  money  for  the  joint 
support  of  a family  of  five.  I have  carefully 
calculated  that  two  parents  and  three 
children.  ...” 

But  I could  stand  no  more.  Having  upset 
large  ink-bottle  down  Quintin’s  collar  and 
stufled  a blackboard  duster  down  his  mouth, 

1 fumed  on  my  heel,  a flushed  protagonist  of 
*be  eternal  principle  of  Free  Will.  “ That 
wasn  t provided  for,”  I sneered,  “ in  your 
Mten  charts,  O you  rotten  old  Blinkers  ! ” 

But  neither  the  ink  nor  the  duster 'could 
"em  Quintin’s  triumphant  progress  at  Bangor. 
“e  got  that  gold  medal  right  enough.  At 
wenty-one  he  took  control  of  his  father’s 
®on«y.  At  thirty  he  married.  At  thirty- 
^ • • . but  I would  rather  not  imitate 
“Alin’s  precision. 

^0  met  each  other  pretty  frequently  at  the 
( u at  this  time.  “ How  about  the  five- 
t0mp  '■  I said  to  him  one  day.  I spoke  airily ' 
*n°ugh.  though  I must  confess  to  a certain 
for  the  celebrated  economist  who 
nown  to  receive  deputations  of  puzzled 
f®men  from  Thibet,  Alaska,  and  West- 
j.  tor  oven.  Quintin  Leggitt  consulted 
’ notebook.  “ That’s  four  of  us  already,” 
said,  “ And  the  fifth,  . . But  in 
celibate  modesty  I turned  tlie  subject 
new  handicap  at  golf. 


“ Don’t  be  absurd,”  I objected.  “ What 
difference  can  a mere  baby  make  ? ” 

“ But  think,”  be  said,  “ iaten  years,  fifteen  ! 
I’ve  got  all  the  figures  to  prove.  . . .” 

“ Where,”  I muttered  savagely  under  my 
breath,  “ where  the  deuce  has  that  inkpot 
gone  to  ? ” Quintin  Leggitt  removed  his 
blue  spectacles  to  wipe  away  a tear. 

Can  you  conceive  my  surprise,  when,  a few 
weeks  later,  I saw  Quintin  at  the  club  again, 
smiling  like  a cherub,  drumming  his  fingers 
together  or  contentedly  encircling  liis  cor- 
pulescent  waisteoat  ? He  signalled  to  me 
from  his  comer. 

“ It’s  all  right,”  lie  crowed,  “ it’s  all  turned 
out  well ! ” 

“ What’s  happened  ? I’m  awfully  glad 
whatever  it  is  ! ” 

“ Yes,  old  man  ! My  wife  died  yesterday  ! ” 
I staggered  back,  horror-stricken. 

“ We’re  still,”  he  chuckled,  “ still  a family 
of  five  ! - Just  look  over  these  figures  with  me.” 
And  once  again  I spilt  a bottle  of  ink  down 
Leggitt’s  collar.  Some  of  it  may  have  strayed 
into  his  mouth,  I shouldn’t  wonder. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


" Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

I am  sorry  about  the  destruction  of  Sack- 
ville-street.  In  the  1916  rising  the  Metro- 
pole  Hotel,  in  which  I lived  during  the  Dub- 
lin Congress,  was  blown  to  pieces.  During 
the  same  Congress  the  Gresham  Hotel  was 
the  headquarters  of  the  President,  the  chief 
officials  of  the  Union,  and  the  foreign  dele- 
gates. It  was  the  last  hotel  Dr.  Karpeles 
(of  Vienna)  lived  in  at  a British  Congress, 
and  at  its  front  door  I photographed  Victor 
Serwy,  Helies  of  Paris,  Maxwell,  Shillito, 
Kaufmnnn,  and  Lord  Ashbourne  (in  his 
Irish  kilt).  In  the  Granville  Hotel  almost 
adjoining  I lived  one  night  when  passing 
through  Dublin  on  a journalistic  mission  for 
the  “ News.”  1 was  under  strict  observa- 
tion, for  two  days  before  my  arrival  there 
half-a-dozen  Sinn  Feiners  had  escaped  from 
Strangeways  Gaol,  and  I had  to  register 
‘‘Manchester”  as  my  address.  These 
hotels  have  been  the  stronghold  of  the  rebels 
this  week. 

Mrs.  Cottrell  answered  her  first  ques- 
tion on  behalf  of  the  Wholesale  Society  at 
the  Lancashire  divisional  meeting  on  Satur- 
day. Strange  to  say,  the  question  came 
from  her  own  society’s  president  (Mr.  Hems, 
of  Ten  Acres  and  Stirchley). 


Several 


• months  later  I met  Quintin  again 
l I e C*UL  I was  horrified  to  see  the 
( 110113  oppression  in  his  eyes.  He  sat 
G 'ornei'  impotently  wringing  his  hands, 
fcron'r v »' eaVcns>  Leggitt,”  I said,  “what’s 

“ All 

fch  n,y  schemes,”  be  moaned,  “all  my 
jQ  j^C'3  ^ave  been  ruined  ! ” A sob  trembled 
voire.  ‘‘  j can’t  manage  it,  it’s  out  of 
V Caloulations ! ” 

-i.  jUt.  " *iat’s  wrong  then,  man  ? Tell  me  ! ” 
"i,is  • be  choked  ; “ that  makes  six  1 ” 


“TWO  SOULS 
BUT  A SINGLE 
THOUGHT-’ 


The  Co-operntive 
Party  discovered  at 
Nottingham,  ns  ic  did 
elsewhere  that  how- 
ever many  voices  its 
opponents  jnny  speak 
with,  they  all  do  and 
gay  pretty  much  the 
same  tiling  about  the 
oov-operative  move- 
ment. 


A oelegate  to  the  Midland  meeting — Mr. 
Redfern  to  wit — inviting  the  next  quarterly 
meeting  to  Burton-on-Trent,  said  he  had 
very  pleasant  memories  of  a C.W.S.  director, 
who  visited  the  town  and  said  to  him,  ‘‘  My 
word,  but  you  do  brew  some  good  beer.” 
Any  guessing  as  to  the  identity  of  this  direc- 
tor was  set  aside  by  the  qualification  that 
the  said  director  had  gone  to  ids  everlasting 
rest. 

Bon  voyage — and  a safe  return — to  our 
friend  Mr.  J.  J.  Worley,  the  secretary  of  th  e 
Co-operative  Production  Federation,  who  is 
now  en  route  for  Moscow  to  see  what  can  be 
done  in  the  way  of  international  co-operative 
trading.  , 4 . 

A party  of  American  students  on  a visit  to 
England  were  particularly  advised,  if  they 
came  to  Manchester,  to  pay  a visit  to  the 
C.W.S.,  and  through  the  American  Consul  in 
Manchester  they  were  put  in  touch  with 
Balloon-street.  Mr.  H.  T.  Williams  escorted 
the  party  round  the  premises  on  Saturday 
morning.  There  were  two  Japanese  (Ameri- 
canised) amongst  the  party,  wluch  was  young, 
gay,  and  cultured.  They  exhibited  an  absorb- 
ingly keen  interest  in  the  movement,  and  not 
knowing  anything  at  all  about  co-operation, 
they  marvelled  at  the  magnitude  of  an  organisa- 
tion built  up  by  capital  drawn  from  the 
working  classes.  But  what  staggered  them 
was  the  fact  that  there  were  not  many  of  us 
who  received  20,000  dollars  a year  ! 

A party  of  Bournville  workers  and  co- 
operators  recently  visited  Germany,  and  had 
a -fine  co-operative  reception.  They  noted 
that  above  the  entrance  to  the  head  office 
at  Erlangen  is  a marble  slab  bearing  the 
inscription,  “ To  the  true  memory  of  the 
honest  Pioneers  6f  Rochdale  ” — a happy  re- 
joinder to  the  ultra,  patriots  at  home  who 
wanted  to  eradicate  every  German  memorial 
in  this  country.  - 

When  looking  through  a collection  o£»press 
references  to  the  Brighton  Congress  I found 
that  three  newspapers  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  owned  by  different  proprietors,  and 
edited  by  different  editors,  printed  leading 
articles  which,  in  great  part,  read  word  for 
word,  even  to  the  mistakes.  Three  souls  with 
but  a single  thought,  three  hearts  that  fail  aa 
one  ! ♦ ♦ ♦ 

“ Cleanliness  is  next  to  godliness,”  and  the 
godliness  of  the  human  race  is  put  beyond  all 
doubt  by  the  announcement  that  the  fortune 
left  by  Lord  Manton,  formerly  Mr.  Watson, 
of  Watson’s  soap  fame,  amounts  to  £1,000,000. 
The  trustees  have  apparently  lost  count  of  the 
actual  sum,  for  the  amount  is  officially  stated 
at  that  figure  “ so  far  as  at  present  can  be 
ascertained.” 

Out  and  About. 
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OURSELVES  AND  OUR 

EMPLOYEES.  1 

“THAT  BETTER  SPIRIT."  i 

BEGIN  WITH  THE  CHILDREN. 

Pressure  c«f  nows  matter  lias  silenced  for 
a week  or  two  tlie  co-operative  voices  that 
were  calling  for  a happier  relationship  be- 
tween our  employees  and  ourselves.  The 
subject  is  too  important  to  be  lost  sight  of, 
and  readers  must  keep  pressing  till  some 
move  is  made  in  the  right  direction. 

The  following  Liverpool  letter  suggests 
getting  to  the  beginning  of  industrial 
relationship.  

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir, — Since  rending  the  articles  written 
by  Mr.  Openshaw  and  Mr.  B.  Williams  for 
a closer  co-operating  spirit  between  man- 
agement committees  and  employees,  there 
fctilh  seems  to  be  something  missing. 

The  theories  which  they  propound  could 
Oasily  be  put  into  practice  if  the  great  un- 
selfish spirit  prevailed.  Co-operation  is 
comradeship,  otherwise  it  is  a failure.  They 
emphasise  the  need  for  friendliness  when  it 
&hould  he  the  thing  most  prevalent.  They 
speak  also  of  another  essential  required,  the 
association  of  employees.  I am  not  depre- 
cating the  thought  that  employees  should 
be  catered  for;  but  what  of  the  children, 
who  in  the  future  will  probably  join  the 
ranks  of  the  employees?  If  the  principles 
of  co-operation  could  be  taught  to  them  iu 
their  early  days',1  no  fear  need  to  be 
exhibited  when  they  become  older. 

Mr.  Williams  'states  that,  nearly  oppo- 
site his  home  “ there  is  provided  an  athletic 
ground  by  one  of  our  keenest  multiple  shop 
competitors  for  the  use  of  the  employees.” 
Rlay  1 say  that  in  this  city  (Liverpool)  some 
five  or  six  large  employers  of  labour  and 
multiple  shopkeepers  have  provided  athletic 
grounds  for  their  employees.  In  one  firm, 
of  which  there  'fire  over  2,000  employees  of 
both  sexes,  a weekly  subscription  of  2d.  is 
’deducted  for  the  upkeep  of  what  is  termed 
jthe  Athletic  and  Social  Club.  Every  year 
a printed  form  is  issued  to  each  employee 
asking  for  their  signatures  to  certain  deduc- 
tions being  kept  from  their  wages.  Every 
activity  that  can  be  mentioned  in  connec- 
tion with  social  life  is  carried  on  under  the 
•name  of  athletic  and  social  club.  During 
the  year  the  notice  boards  are  aglow  with 
posters  of  the  weekly  events.  There  is  a 
constant  rivalry  among  the  various  depart- 
ments, which  brings  forth  the  spirit  of 
friendliness  and  comradeship.  What  can  be 
done  in  the  large  emporiums  of  . commer- 
cialism can.  be  done  in  the  co-operative 
movement.  By  all  .means  get  the  employee 
interested ; but  do  not  neglect  the  juniors. 

Some  time  ago  through  the  medium  of 
the  local  “ Wheatsheaf  ” I pleaded  for  the 
"commencement  of  junior  gudds  within  our 
own  society.  At  one  branch  the  matter 
was  taken  up,  but  it  was  started  with  the 
adolescent  instead  of  the  junior.  We  have 
fought  shy  of  the  boys  and  girls.  We  have 
always  thought,  a'nd  many  still  think,  that 
co-operation  is  only  the  business  of  the 
adult,  the  most  indifferent  and  apathetic 
part  of  the  machinery.  The  training  of  the 
child  in  the  ideals  of  co-operation  would 
repay  a thousandfold.  The  child 'will  be  the 
best  productive  ground  upon  which  to  work. 
Being  of  tender  years,  with  receptive  minds, 
.they  can  be  taught  the  great  fundamentals 
of  co  operation.  If  the  various  societies  com- 
prising the  movement  have  not  seen  the 
utility  of  educatirig  the  child  in  its  prin- 
ciples. there  is  indeed  something  wrong. 
There  is  nothing  more  interesting  than  child 
psychology,  and  the  co-operative  movement 
offers  ample  opportunities  for  its  study. 
Tnvate  enterprise  lS  always  willing  to  adopt 
..;tho9e  methods  which  will  bring  in  the 
greatest  return.  Onr  greatest  asset  is  the 
child. — Yours  co-operatively. 

'.  Liverpool.  ‘ Entre  Nous. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

* Lancastrian. — Tlie  ban  on  the  hanging  of 
h person  who  lm$.  become  insane  rests  upon 
the  theory  that  lie  will  not  be  able  to 
prepare  for  the  npxt  world.  Tlie  execution 
of  a pregnant  woman  is  prohibited  because 
it  would  deprive  the  State  of  a potential 
pitmen  then  unborn. 

Salesman  (Birmingham). — We  don’t  doubt 
your  assurances  of.  your  oo-operative  belief 
but  youx  demand  makes  yon  an  individualist 
letter  reminds  us  of  the  bachelor  who  agreed 
fthafc  “ Marriage  is  a fine  institution,”  and 
added,  ‘ but  who  wants  io  bo  in  an 
~ institution  ?” 

• D\  Nbate. — We  regret  having  offended 

- in  Die  direction  complained  of.  Your  view 
has  our  complete  sympathy. 

Jas.  Wightman.— The  book  is  published 
by  tlie  Labour  Publishing  Company  Ltd 
London . 

J.  Matthias. — Tlie  C.I.S.  is  a oo-operative 
society  of  which  tlie  sliarehohlers  are  the 
• an<*  ,t!{e  S-C.W.S.  The  relationship 
pt  tlie  two  Wholesales  to  the  C.I.S.  is  the 
same  as  the  relationsliip  between  sharehold- 
ing societies  and  the  O.W.S.  We  cannot 
reply  to  these  queries  by  post. 

A C.I.S  Man — Our  reply  to  a C.W  S 
employee  did  not  refer  to  you 

A.  H.  (Bristol).— We  have  had  such  an 
article  m contemplation.  We  have  only 
been  deterred  by  the  thought  of  the  space 
required  for  the  controversy  that  would 
inevitably  follow. 

E.  Ribchester.— A case  in  point  was 
the  question  of  Food  Control.  Tho  Whole- 
sales wanted  it  withdrawn ; Labour  wanted 
it  preserved. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

HAS  THE  "NEWS"  ANY  CHARACTER  7-LOYALTY,  IDEALS, 
AND  POSSIBILITIES. 


[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


The  Co-operative  Press  and  Character. 

Sin, — I must  strongly  disagree  with  my 
friend  F.  I.  W.  Lewis  when  lie  says  that 
the  “Co-operative  News"  has  no  charac- 
ter, and  implies  that  it  has  no  value  to  a 
student  of  economics.  I find  the  “ News” 
a perfect  mine  of  useful  information,  and 
if  he  would  turn  up  the  files  of  the  “ News  ” 
and  carefully  read  the  leading  article's  und 
“Notes  and  Notions,”  he  would  find  some 
very  striking  comments  on  things  that 
really  matter. 

Space  is  too  short  to  refer  to  much  of  the 
excellent  fare  provided ; but  the  splendid 
lead  given  by  Mr.  Openshaw  lor  a better 
friendship  between  employer  and  employed, 
and  so  splendidly  replied  to  by  the  officials 
of  the  N.U.D.A.W.,  makes  one  feel  that  we 
are  at  last  beginning  to  understand  the  real 
meaning  of  co-operation. 

The  chronicles  of  the  many  activities  in 
the  movement  both  at  home  and  abroad 
give  one  hope  and  renewed  enthusiasm. 

Then  the  “ Millgate.”  Has  our  friend 
really  read  the  “Millgate”?  I see  nearly 
every  number  published,  and  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  it  is  the  best  6d.  maga- 
zine on  the  market,  and  a.  good  deal  better 
than  most  Is.  ones,  in  spite  of  their  large 
revenue  from  advertisements. 

I am  not  sure  if  I ought  to  mention  the 
“ Woman’s  Outlook,”  as  that  is  a paper 
for  the  other  sex,  but  a jolly  good  one;  and 
I wonder  what  would  happen  if  your  corre- 
spondent got  up  in  the  Women's'  Guild  and 
stated  that  the  “Woman's  Outlook”  had 
no  character. 

What  about  “ The  Producer,”  the  ubiqui- 
tous “Wheatsheaf,”  “Our  Circle.”  “The 
Educator,”  the  “ International  Bulletin,” 
and  the  “Year-Book  "?  If  every  co-opera- 
tor would  buy  and  read  the  co-operative 
press  publications,  there  is  not  much  doubt 
that  the  Commonwealth  would  soon  lie  on 
the  way,  and  even  Mr.  Penny  would  lose 
his  cent,  per  cent,  pessimism.— Yours  truly, 
H.  J.  Davies. 

P.S. — Is  your  correspondent  pulling  our 
leg? — H.  J.  D. 

Bonchurch,  Benhill-road,  Sutton,  Surrey, 
June  19th,  1922. 

Methods  and  Loyalty. 

• Sir, — As  an  active  oo-operator  for  about 
fifty  years  and  a life-long  Liberal  politician 
— Liberal  in  the  Scriptural  as  well  as  the 
traditional  and  historical  sense — I have  yet 
to  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  for  a Co- 
operative Party  as  distinct  from  the  great 
Liberal  Party.  ~No  man  can  be  a co-opera- 
tor in  the  real  sense  who  is  not  a liberal 
in  the  literal  sense.  The  great  weakness  of 
tlie  movement  is  the  want  of  co-operation. 

Another  great  delect  of  co-operation  is 
the  idea  that  men  can  'bo  made  to  co-operate 
by  force,  by  military  coercion,  by  forced 
drill  and  regimentation.  By  forcing  men 
to  join  a trade  union  as  a condition  of  em- 
ployment, or  to  become  members  by  com- 
pulsion, or  similar  methods  that  the  lack 
or  spaoe  prevents  me  citing. 

What  applies  to  the  movement  generally 
applies  with  tenfold  force  to  the  attempt  to 
form  a political  party  independent  of  the 
other  historic  parties.  What  we  need  is  to 
educate  the  electorate  and  our  representa- 
tives in  the  principles  of  our  great  move- 
ment, and  insist  on  these  great  principles 
being  incorporated  in  legislation  and 
administration — imperial  and  local. 

We  cannot  rely,  as  past  experience  and 
present  tendencies  prove,  on  all  co-operators 
voting  for  Co-operative  candidates.  Co- 
operators  will  vote  Tory  or  Liberal  or 
Labour,  as  in  the  past,  as  much  from  tradi- 
tion as  conviction.  It  is  conceivable  that 
a Co-operative  Party,  instead  of  a ccment- 
ing,  might  become  a disintegrating  force. 
Just  as  our  members  cannot  be  made  by 
force  or  cajolery  whole-hearted  co-operators', 
so  in  a greater  degree  will  be  the  difficulty 
of  inducing  them  to  give  up  adherence  and 
loyalty  to  old  parties. — Yours  truly, 

George  E.  QurRK. 

Eastbourne,  May  20th,  1922, 

ideals  and  Materialism. 

Sir, — I was  a bit  staggered  with  the  ex- 
treme reactionary  letter  of  Mr.  Harrison. 
He  said  the  movement  is  hindered  the 
most  with  its  idealists,  and  he  would  strip 
it  of  all  political,  trade  union,  and  charit- 
able fads. 

Let  me  say  to  your  correspondent  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  go  backwards,  that  the  wheel 
of  life  turns  ono  way,  like  a ratchet,  but 
wih  not  turn  • back.  A co-operative  mem- 
ber, writing  letters  ort  co-operation,  and 
putting  forth  matters  like  a capitalist,  re- 
minds me  of  some"  words  I saw  a few  weeks 
ago — that  a working  mair  with  a capitalist 
outlook  is  unconsciously  a traitor  to  him- 
self, his  family,  and  his  class.  To  take 
away  trade  unions  and  give  up  subscribing 
to  life-saving  institutions  makes  me  won- 
der if  your  correspondent  has  any  love  for 
the  co-operative  movement.  Ho  appears  to 
take  a line  which  is  hard,  dry.  formal, 
greedy,  and  soulless.  The  co-operative 
movement  includes  the  l>est  thinkers  and 
idealists,  and  as  soon  as  the  conditions  have 
evolved,  the  work  of  carrying  out  the  prin- 
ciples nnd  ideals  of  the  movement  will  be 
more  nearly  realised. — Yours,  &c., 

Rodebt  Horsley. 

J4.  Pollard-street,  Nelson. 


Conditions  of  Production. 

Sir, — The  fine  illuminatiug  address  of  tlie 
Lady  President  at  the  opening  of  Brighton 
Congress  was  full  of  vision  and  hope  and  the 
inevitable  possibilities  of  oo-operation ; but 
is  the  ground  “ well  tilled  ” that  we  already 
utilise  P Having  been  thrown  out  of  work 
at  an  hour’s  notice,  I have  plenty  of  time 
to  study  whether  the  ground  is  well  tilled 
or  not.  I was  foreman  in  a shop  that  pro- 
duces largely  for  the  C.W.S.  a commodity 
which  the  C.W.S.  ought  to  make  them- 
selves, and  if  wa  had  directors  a bit  more 
searching  they  would,  .soon  see  that  they 
have  overlooked  this  tiling  at  least.  The 
manager  where  I was  employed  has  stopped 
me  from  getting  tlra  out-of-work  dole. 
I admit  belling  him  I was  a better  man  tlian 
he,  on  principle  anyhow,  having  had  to  do  a 
lot  of  work  for  him  privately.  I have 
worked  late  for  him,  inconveniencing  myself 
greatly.  I told  him  that  a job  could  not  be' 
done  sooner  than  the  time  arranged  by  rue, 
and  the  employer  himself  said,  with  much 
cleverness,  “Oh,  I’ll  fetch  your  cards.” 
Being  a local  committeeman  aiid  a true  co- 
operator, I cannot  stand  such  treatment. 

I would  like  to  know  whether  the  C.W.S. 
buyers  ever  make  inquiries  as  to  conditions 
where  the  goodq  are  made  ? I was  at  this 
place  four  years,  and  liave  never  seen  anyone 
making  inquiries.  The  point  I want  to 
emphasise  to  members  is  to  see  that  they  do 
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what  they  can  to  ferret  out  a®  much  as  they 
can  about  the  conditions  under  which  tilings 
mprivate  firms  are  manufactured  for  the 

I a nv  sorry  that  even  in  our  own  “ News  ” 
they  do  not  publish  all  the  letters  that  are 
sent  diving  to  the  mention  of  goods  or  firms. 
Democracy,  secret  diplomacy,  or  what?  Is 
this  piece  of  land  well  tilled?  Co-oporatLon 
should  dare  anyone — business  or  no  busi- 
ness. Let  us  have  the  truth  everv  tiW  and 
for  everyone  to  know  it-  This  is'ttiiat  is 
wrong  with  tlie  world  to-day — lies  in’ place 
of  truth  breaketh  inestimable  confidence. 
— Yours,  itc. , 

Leeds.  H.  J.  Playford. 

[The  reference  to  the  “ News  ” is  pertinent. 

If  we  had  published  fchiV'letfc&r  as  “the 
-writer  sent  it  we ‘should  lihve.Wfen1  ex- 
posed to  two  libel  actidnfc:  -^-Ed  , 

“ C.N.”]  . - 

C.I.S.  Possibilities. 

Sin, — The  C.I.S.  has  c-aught  on  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  make  tho  greatest  of  the  .insur- 
aniv  organisations  look  like  hack  numbers. 
It  was  considered  a wonderful  achievement 
lor  tlie  Prudential  when,  in  1919,  the  com- 
bined districts  in  Ixmdon  and  surrounding 
districts  increased  thoirjgffldustrinl  premium 
income  by  £4,192.  They  boast  of  this  as 
the  Prudential  record.  1 Liverpool  South 
district  of  the. C.I.S,' itfeh>ased  the  industrial 
premium  income  iu  tlie  first  quarter  oiUy  of 
1922  hv  £4,663,  thereby  establishing  a 
world's  record.  Tliis'Ui'lije^errtent  is  all  the 
greater  when  it  is  known, that  the  first  office 
for  the  C.I.S.  in  Idverpoul  was  only  ouened 
in  July,  1919,  since  which  time  the  district 
ha/s  been  divided  into  three  portions.  One 
portion  of  a district  of  the  C.I.S.  can  beat  a 
whole  division  of  the  greatest  of  our  compe- 
titors. 

This  surely  indicates  tliat  Mr.  Holder’s 
contention  tliat  we  deal  better  with  the 
people  is  being  recognised  by  the  insuring 
public. 

Many  oo-operators  still  foolishly  patronise 
capitalist-owned  companies  and  societies, 
not  recognising  that,  thereby  they  are 
supplying  the  enemy  with  ammunition. 

These  competitors  must  invest  their 
funds.  They  do  not  invent  with  the  co- 
operative movement.  Directly  or  indirectly 
tllev  invest  against  us.  Every  penny  placed 
with  the  C.I.S.  counts  twopence — one  penny 
which  cannot  be  used  against  ns  and  one 
penny  which  can  be  used  by  us.  If  we  could 
get  bold  of  the  ninety  odd  millions  of  pounds 
paid  in  premiums  by  the  working  class,  the 
C.W.S,  would  not  need  to  look  abroad  for 
capital.  Some  of  us  are  trying  to  get  bold 
of  as  much  as  we  can,  but  we  want  help. — 
Y’ours  faithfully,  A.  C.I.S.  Man. 


CO-OPERATION  IN 

t HOLIDAYS. 

WHAT  CAN  BE  DONE. 

Mr.  Henry  Kelly,  educational  and  soci4 
secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Society,  writes; 

The  short  article  in  the  “News”  on  tl* 
activities  of  the  excursion  department  of 
the  C.W.S.  gives  me  the  opportunity  o| 
paying  tribute  to  the  excellence  of  the  wort 
of  Mr.  Wiggins  nnd  his  staff,  anil  the  main 
object  I have  hi  writing  is  to  urge  all 
operative  societies  to  be  loyal  to  their  own 
movement  in  this  as  well  as  in  all  other 
branches  of  activity. 

A few  weeks  back  930  Liverpool  member* 
took  part  in  a one-day  trip  to  the  .Metro- 
polis.  This  large  party  left  Liverpool  jug 
after  midnight  on  the  Friday  in  two  special 
trains.  At  5-30  on  the  Saturday  morning 
they  were  met  by  the  C.W.S.  man  at  Euv 
ton,  and  lie  had  at  his  command  thirty, 
eight  waggonettes  to  take  the  Liverpudlians 
to  their  much-needed  breakfast. 

~ The  catering  arrangements  -were  all  that 
could  be  desired.  My  committee  realised 
long  before  the  day  itself  what  an  important 
part  of  the  outing  this  was.  Just  imagine 
930  tired  and  hungry  folks  arriving  in  j 
strange  city  I What  a disappointment  and 
a shock  it  would  be  to  them  if  they  could 
not  get  just  what  they  wanted  served  in 
just  the  style  they  wanted  ! 

However,  in  response  to  my  anxious  in- 
quiries, the  Manchester  people  assured  me 
that  all  would  be  well,  and  their  confident* 
was  more  than  justified.  The  fare  itself  was 
splendid,  and  the  service  was  beyond  re- 
proach. During  the  day  I personally 
visited  each  and  all  of  the  five  restaurants 
accommodating  our  party,  and  everywhere 
I was  met  with  tlie  story  of  how  pleased 
everybody  was.  Not  one  word  of  complaint 
did  I meet  with  all  day. 

So  it  was  with  all  the  other  arrangements. 
The  time  table  was  splendidly  planned  and 
worker!  wonderfully  well.  Most  of  our  mem- 
bers had  never  been  in  London  before,  and 
they  will  talk  for  long  of  their  experiences. 

A touching  little  ceremony  took  place  in 
the  afternoon.  The  official  itinerary  in- 
cluded the.  passing  of  the  Cenotaph,  but  we 
made  a short  halt  th^re  while  the  members 
alighted  from  the  conveyances,  and  onr 
chairman  (Mr.  W.  J.  Eaves)  placed  upm 
the  base  of  the  monument  two  florid  tri- 
butes as  a token  of  affectionate,  though 
sorrowful,  remembrance  elf  many.friends and 
relatives  who  gave  their  lives  in  the  great 
war.”  And  here  again  the  C.W.S.  again 
proved  their  usefulness,  for  they  had  tlie 
wreaths  ini' readiness  at  Lemon-street  on  the 
Saturday  morniug,  but  in  their  endeavour 
to  assist  us,  they  even  went  further,  and 
delivered  it  to  a point  very  dose  to  the 
cenotaph,  so  that  we  were  saved  all  worry 
in  that  connection. 

Let  me  again,  then;  strongly  recommend 
all  northern  societies  to  go  in  for  these  ex- 
cursions to  London  especially,  and  let  them 
place  the  organisation  in  the  hands  of  the 
C.W.S. 

Since  the  trip  we  have  had  many  letters 
of  appreciation  from  Guild  branches  and 
individual  members,  and  I am  confident 
that  the  trip  proved  a splendid  advertise- 
ment for  the  society,  because  everybody  in 
Liverpool  seemed  to  be  talking  of  “ the  c 
operative  trip  to  London.” 

Henry  Kelly, 


The  latest  use  of  the  “ Millgate  Monthly" 
13  to  provide  text  for  shorthand  in  advanced 
style  in  that  very  useful  weekly,  “ Pitman's 
Journal.” 


By  Appointment. 
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NOT  ONE.  Quality,  Purity, 
Safety— these  all  tell  with  the 
vast  majority  of  people,  and 
Nestle’s  is  still  unrivalled. 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OB 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  ^referred) 

Use  Nestle’s  for  all  purposes 
and  you  will  be  safe  against 
all  milk  risks. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE'S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


Jui.r  »,  W22. 
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SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 
AND  NEWS. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 


A CHEERFUL  GATHERING. 

MR.  B.  WILLIAMS  AMONG  THE 
BARDS  OF  BLAENDl'LAIS. 


The  news  from  Lostwithicl  (Cornwall)  is 
distinctly  encouraging.  This  society  has  been 
for  some  time  under  C.W.S.  supervision,  and 
this  is  very  largely  responsible  for  the  restora- 
tion of  conlidenco  amoiigst  the  members  and 
tl,e  resultant  success.  The  latest  balance 
sheet  reveals  the  fact  that  after  paying  a 
surplus  of  9d.  in  the  pound  on  purchases  there 
j3  still  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  capital, 
allow  the  usual  depreciation,  and  place  £274  ^ 
5<s.  to  the  reserve  fund.  This  is  a decided  step 
in  the  right  direction,  and  along  with  its  neigh- 
bouring society  of  Bodmin,  Lostwithiel  is  to 
be  congratulated  upon  its  excellent  recovery 
and  success.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Truro  Society  lias  come  out  on  the  right  side, 
and  after  the  usual  allowances  for  share  capital, 
interest  and  depreciation,  a surplus  of  3d. 
in  tho  pound  has  been  paid.  Membership 
here  is  steadily  growing,  and  a desire  for  co- 
operative goods  has  been  created  in  the  minds 
of  the  people.  Eight  miles  away  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  running  fromTruro,  another  society 
under  C.W.S.  supervision  is  making  rapid, 
strides.  Great  developments  in  Falmouth 
and  Penrhyn  are  looked  forward  to  when  in- 
dustrial conditions  become  normal. 

The  Wells  Society  is  anticipating  a rousing 
event  on  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the 
new  drapery  department,  on  June  26th.  Under 
supervision  the  growth  and  suocess  of  this 
society  has  been  remarkable.  A visit  by  the 
sectional  organiser  has  been  arranged,  and  a 
week  of  intensive  educational  propaganda  has  , 
been  prepared.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  sectional  organiser  will  shortly  visit 
Wells,  Weston-super-Mare,  Clevedon,  and 
Bath  in  the  Somerset  area,  after  which  a cam- 
paign is  being  arranged  in  the  Mid-Cornwall 
district.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  owing  to  the 
slump  in  the  China  clay  trade  which  had 
necessitated  considerable  withdrawals  of 
savings,  new  members  are  being  received 
weekly,  and  bulk  sales  are  increasing  at  the 
St.  Columb-road  Society.  The  columns  of 
the  local  publication  are  being  well  used  by  tho 
members  to  discuss  their  affairs  co-operatively, 
and  quite  a good  poetic  expression  of  welcome 
to  the  new  members  was  recently  "inserted 
fr:m  the  pen  of  the  general  manager. 


On  Thursday;  Juno  22nd,  the  Blaenduhiis 
Society  held  a most  successful  tea  and  concert 
at  the  Church  Memorial  Hall. 

The  arrangements  were  of  an  ideal  character, 
and  immediately  after  tea,  Mr.  Burt  Williams 
(C.W.S.  propaganda  department)  toasted  the 
-'Telorion  DuTais,”  a party  of  young  male 
singers  to  whom  he  has  becomo  closely 
attached.  Of  late  this  male  voice  party  has 
become  disorganised,  and  Mr.  Williams  con- 
centrated his  remarks  upon  its  reconstruction 
as  a co-operative  choir.  There  arc  hopes  of 
its  recovery  under  the  name  of  the  " Leman 
Street  Warblers,”  as  a token  of  their  respect 
towards  Mr.  Burt  Williams.  These  remarks 
were  responded  to  by  Messrs.  Gwilym  Davies 
and  Ernie  Bcvan  (chairman  and  conductor 
respectively). 

Mr.  Burt  Williams  then  toasted  the  Blacn- 
dulais  Co-operutive.  Society,  to  which  Mr. 
D.  T.  Davies,  D.C.  (president)  and  Mr.  J. 
Walter  Davies  (manager)  responded. 

The  pianists  and  accompanists  -were  Messrs. 
J.  O.  Williams,  L.R.A.M.  and  Ernie  Bovan, 
and  tho  following  soloists  rendered  items  : — 
Soprano,  Miss  Hannah  Lewis  ; tenor,  Mr.  Will 
Miles ; bass,  Mr.  Clifford  Fleming ; elocu- 
tionist, Mr.  D.  W.  Davies  (Dulais);  the 
” Telorion  Dulais  ” male  voice  party  also 
rendered  several  items  during  the  evening. 
Mr.  J.  Morris  officiated  as  M.C.  for  the  dance. 

As  a result  of  a letter  sent  to  Mr.  Burt 
Williams  by  the  chairman  of  the  “ Dulais 
Warblers,”  a poetical  fever  prevailed,  and 
compliments  were  exchanged  in  verse,  the 
resultant  effusions  being  read  at  the  meeting. 

The  chief  event  of  tho  evening  was  that  of 
chairing  Mr.  Burt^illiams  as  “ Myfyr  Offa,” 
according  to  the  lights  and'  customs  of  the 
bards  of  Great  Britain.  The  ceremony  v*as 
conducted  in  its  entirety,  with  Mr.  Gwilym 
Davies  (Bugerfal)  as  Archdruid.  Poetic  con- 
tributions were  bestowed  upon  § Myfyr  Offa  ” 
by  a crowd  of  local  bards. 

After  the  ceremony,  Mr.  Burt  Williams 
was  presented  with  a beautiful  ebony  walking- 
stick  by  Mr.  Garfield  Davies  on  behalf  of  the 
“ Telorion  Dulais.”  He  spoke  in  a lucid 
manner  of  the  “ heavenly  atmosphere  ” Mi-. 
Williams  had  created  in  the  valley,  where 
every  child  had  now  been  inspired  with  co- 
operative ideas. 

Mr.  Williams  rose  amid  tumultuous  cheering 
but  was  so  impressed  that  his  words  were 
brief. 

The  happy  evening  closed  with  tho  singing 
of  the  Welsh  National  Anthem. 


RAIN  SPOILS  FETE. 


DISAPPOINTED  TWERTON  CHILDREN. 


FANCY  DRESS  COMPETITION. 


A recent  canvass  of  whole  districts  in  the 
environs  of  Radstock  has  revealed  the  fact 
that  a non-co-operative  member  of  the  com- 
munity is  very  hard  to  find.  In  the  course 
of  a house-to-house  visitation,  out  of  over 
200  persons  visited  only  two  were  non-mem- 
bers. These  were  old  people  over  seventy- 
three  years  of  age,  who  could  not  read  or  write. 
In  spite  of  the  low  wages  earned  by  the  miners 
at  present,  Radstock  members  are  keeping 
loyal  and  true  to  their  co-operative  principles 
and  traditions.  * ♦ ♦ 

! The  good  housewife  had  for  over  half-an- 
hour  criticised  everything  she  could  think 
about  when  her  husband  said  to  her,  “ There’s 
one  thing  you  can’t  grouse  about.  You  never 
can  grumble  at  the  co-operative  bread.”  His 
wife  agreed,  and  waxed  eloquent  as  to  its 
virtues.  Co-operative  bakeries  are  an  ever- 
present help  in  time  of  trouble,  and  where 
there  are  none  yet  in  existence,  federated 


An  unhappy  experience  befel  the  children 
who  attended  the  Twerton  Society's  annual 
gala  on  June  24th,  for  a rainstorm  pre- 
vented the  completion  of  the  programme. 

They  had  got  through  their  fancy  dress 
procession,  despite  frequent  showers,  they 
had  been  judged  for  prizes,  and  were 
enjoying  themselves  in  the  Church  Field 
at  Twerton  Hill  when  there  was  more  rain. 
At  first  it  was  so  light  that  many  of  the 
young  people  and  a good  proportion  of  the 
officials  (lid  not  trouble  about  seeking 
shelter.  This  shower,  however,  was  not 
like  those  which  had  preceded  it.  Rain 
simply  poured  over  the  field,  and  there  was 
a hurried  scamper  to  find  shelter. 

• A considerable  number  of  children  had 
sheltered  in  the  room  in  which  the  edibles 
were  stored,  and  the  opportunity  was  taken 
to  serve  these  with  their  teas,  to  send 
them  home,  and  to  have  relays  of  young 
folk  under  cover  for  tea.  But  with  the 
rain  ceasing  this  course  was  found  unne- 
cessary, yet  it  was  nevertheless  considered 
advisable  to  give  them  hot  tea  and  get 
them  away  to  change  their  clothes.  About 
2^000  children  had  been  catered  for. 


schemes  should  be  prepared.  A favourable 
opportunity  now  presents  itself  to  the  Mid- 
Cornwall  societies. 


ITEMS  OF  INTEREST. 


Tins  week  the  London  Society’s  brandies 
sre  making  a special  display  of  C.W.vS. 
productions. 

The  London  Society's  sterilised  milk  sales 
for  May  totalled  431,000  bottles.  Co-opera- 
tors are  realising  the  value  of  pure  milk. 

Many  eo-operators  are  taking  part  in 
the  anti-war  demonstration  which  will  be 
held  in  Hyde  Park  on  Saturday,  July  29tli. 

„ 3 big  attendance  is  expected  at  the 
hrst  sports’  meeting  armnged  at  Enfield 
h.V  the  Social  Club  at  Leman-street  on 
Saturday,  July  22nd. 

Proposals  for  extending  - the  usefulness 
of  the  London  District  Council  of  the 
"'on’s  Guild  will  be  considered  at  the  next 

quarterly  meeting,  which  will  be  held  on 
“Uly  22ik1  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  270, 
.oh^iy-road,  Highgate,  N. 

i.'nK  Society’s  new  bakery  will  lie 
In  (u  y 0Peiie‘*  on  Saturday,  the  8th  inst. 
in  the  evening  there  will  lie  a concert- 
at  which  Mr.  W.  Bradshaw,  J.P. 
' •"•S.)J  will  deliver  an  address. 


Bun-Eating, 

Many  attractions  suitable  for  young 
people  had  been  organised,  including  Punch 
and  Judy,  country  folk  dances  (arranged 
by  Miss  Pitman),  spoon  and  boot  polishing 
and  bun-eating  competitions,  together  with 
many  side-shows.  A popular  innovation 
was  the  switch-back,  railway,  a co-operative 
production,  and,  at  the  nominal  charge  of 
a halfpenny  per  ride?  the  railway  stewards 
were  kept  busy  during  the  fine  intervals. 
St.  James’  Silver  Baud  occupied  a stand, 
and  played  during  the  afternoon  and 
evening,  dance  music  being  provided 
between  eight  and  nine.  The  competitions 
for  children  were  abandoned,  but  the  folk 
dancing  took  place  as  arranged.  The  usual 
charge  of  threepence  for  admission  in  the 
evening  was  waived.  A Tair  number  of 
adults  put  in  an  appearance,  -but  the. 
number  was  very  much  below  what  it  has 
been  oiuthese  occasions,- 

As  may  be  imagine^,  so  large  a gather- 
ing of  young  folk  needed  a great  deal  of 
adult  supervision  and,  with  conditijjpK  so 
unfavourable,  on  Saturday  more.  Milan 
usual.  Those  responsible  for  the  arrange- 
ments were  the  oombined  inanagement.  and 
educational  committees.  The  chief  or- 
ganisers were  Mr.  A.  J.  Wheeler  (general 
manager)  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Dawkins  (general 
secretary).  It  was  one  of  the  most  unfor- 
tunate of  the  long  series  of  children’s  fetes 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  co-operative 
society. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 


With  the  assistance  of  the  C.W.S.,  it  is 
certain  that  the  Llandovery  Society  will 
recovery  from  its  recent  painful  experience, 
when  the  society  was  compelled  to  go  into 
liquidation.  A determined  effort  is  being 
made  by  some  of  the  stalwarts  in  West 
Wales  to  set  the  organisation  going  again 
and  the  report  for  eight  weeks’  trading,  up 
to  June  24th,  shows  a net  profit  of  £19,  out 
of  sales  .aggregating  £1,013,  with  £135 
expenses. 


“ There  is  every  indication  that  the 
society  is  now  recovering  from  that  financial 
condition  imposed  by  the  slump  and  (lie  coal 
stoppage,  and  we  look  forward  with  some 
optimism  to  better  results”  is  nu  extract 
from  the  half-yearly1  report  of  tlm  Pouiy- 
berem  Society,  presented  at  gonei~.il  meet- 
ings of  the  members  held  at  Cwmm.iwr, 
Pontyates,  and  Pontytwem.  Considering 
the  low  wages  received  h.v  the  majority  of 
the  members  the  net  sales  amounting  to 
£13,007  for  the  half-year,  although  con- 
siderably below  the  aggregate  for  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1921,  are  looked  upon 
as  Highly  satisfactory;  and  there  is  reason 
to  lie  optimistic.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that 
debts  during  that  period  increased  from 
£3,983  to  £5,131,  the  balance  disposable, 
after  meeting  all  claims,  amounted  to  £298, 
which,  after  paying  a dividend  Of  Gd.  in.  the 
pound,  permitted  £4  18s.  8d.  to  he  trans- 
ferred to  the  reserve  fund.  Che  share  capi- 
tal showed  a decrease  of  £2,061,  and  the  loan 
account  was  increased  from  £1,588  to 
£2,G93.  In  refdrence  to  debts  owjng  by 
members,  the  committee  state  that  no  fur- 
ther extension  of  credit  will  lie  entertained, 
and  all  members  who  have  been  accommo- 
dated are  requested  to  reduce  their  out- 
standing balances.  In  certain  instances, 
the  committee  intend  to  take  summary 
action  to  recover  wjiat  is  due  to:  the  society. 


MEN’S  GUILD. 


SUGGESTED  WORK  FOR  THE  WINTER. 

MANCHESTER  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 

The  usual  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Man- 
chester District  Council  of  the  Men’s  Guild 
was  held  at  Holyoake  House  on  Saturday. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Frost  presided,  and  there  was  a 
good  attendance  of  delegates. 

Final  arrangements  were  made  for  the  guild 
rally  and  demonstration,  which  is  to  be  held 
at  Uppermill  on  July  22nd.  It  is  anticipated 
that  this  gathering  will  be  largely  attended. 
Tea  will  be  provided,  and  in  the  evening  there 
will  be  a public  meeting,  at  which  prominent 
members  of  the  Men’s  and  Women’s  Guilds 
will  speak. 

The  Council  also  discussed  ways  and  means 
of  forming  a district  council  in  North-East 
Lancashire,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  a 
conference  in  that  area  at  an  early  date.  The 
Council  also  decided  to  take  steps  to  form 
branches  in  connection  with  one  or  two 
societies  in  the  Manchester  area,  to  which  no 
branch  is  as  yet  attached. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  afterwards  addressed  the 
Council  on  work  to  be  undertaken  by  the 
guild  during  the  coming  winter,  urging  each 
specially  to  deal  with  the  questions  of  in- 
creasing trade  and  capital  and  the  develop- 
ment of  the  co-operative  press.  In  particular 
he  urged  them^to  act  in  con  junction  with  their 
management  and  educational  committees  in 
dealing  with  these  subjects. 


UNION  PICNIC. 

VISIT  TO  HADDON  HALL  AND 

CHATSWORTH  HOUSE. 

Members  of  the  staff  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  went  on  their  annual  picnic. last  Thurs- 
day— the  Union  offices  being  closed  for  the 
day.  The  trip  was  to  Chatsworth  House  and 
Haddon  Hall,  both  of  these  famous  buildings 
being  visited.  Tho  journey  was  made  m 
motors  supplied  by  the  Eccles  Society,  the 
first,  part  being  made  still  more  enjoyable  by 
drenching  rain! 

Lunch  was  served  at.  the  Red  Lion  Hotel, 
Bakcwell,  and  thereafter  Mr.  T.  Horrocks, 
who  presided,  having  thanked  the  office 
committee,  on  behalf  of  the  staff,  for  making 
the  outing  possible,  congratulated  Mr.  J. 
Bradshaw  on  his  election  as  a director  of  the. 
C.W.S.  His  remarks  were  supplemented  by 
others  made  by  Mr.  T.  W.  'Mercer,  whose 
speech  was  punctuated  by  laughter  and 
applause. 

Mr.  Bradshaw,  in  reply,  thanked  his  col- 
leagues for  their  congratulations,  remarking 
that  during  the  last  few  days  he  lmd  dis- 
covered that  he  had  many  friends.  It  would 
bo  his  endeavour  to  serve  the  movement  as 
conscientiously  in  his  new  sphere  as  lie  had 
served  it  as  un  official  of  the  Co-operative 
Union. 

Councillor  Marsdcn  (president  of  the 
Derwent  Valley  Society),  who  kindly  acted  as 
guide,  philosopher,  ana  chaperon,  also  briefly 
addressed  the  gathering. 


11  I think  the  ‘ Millgato  ’ in  its  new  ‘ print 
dress’  is  more  engaging  than  ever.” — 
” A Barnsley  Reader.” 


MERRY  MOMENTS  AT 

MELTHAM. 

CO-OPERATIVE  FIELD  DAY. 

Tn  the  Meltham  district,  whvre  co-opera- 
tion obtained  a hold  in  pre-Rochdale  days, 
the  co-operative  field  was  once  again  the 
'scene  of  much  mirth,  merriment,  and 
juvenile  endeavour  on  Saturday  last.  There 
were  flat  races,  potato  races,  and  tug-o’-war, 
and  the  sharp  children  who  succeeded  in 
winning  the  flat  races  were  awarded  prizes 
in  the  shape  of  cameras,  cricket  bats,  sets 
of  drawing  instruments,  and  other  suitable 
commodities. 

At  two  o’clock  a procession  wa.>  formed, 
headed  by  the  Meltham  Mills  Prize  Band, 
consisting  of  gaily-decorated  horses  and 
merry  children.  The  procession  commenced 
at  the  stores,  paraded  the  township,  and 
returned  to  the  field.  Prizes  foV  the  best 
fancy  dress  (girls)  and  the  best  comic  cos- 
tume (boys)  were  offered  for  the  children 
taking  part  in  the  procession.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  festivities,  the  Yorkshire 
housewives  were  given  an  opportunity  of 
displaying  their  prowess  in  the  art  of  bread- 
baking. 

The  prizes  were  awarded  ag  follows : — 
White  loavos:  1,  Mrs.  Hirst;  2,  Mrs. 
Mellor  ; 3,  Mrs.  Hiuchcliffe  ; 4,  Mrs.  Hurling. 
Brown  loaves:  .Mrs.  MeJlor.  Mr  Keltlewell 
manager  of  the  Colno  Valley  Co-operative 
lakeiy)  officiated  as  judge. 

A Yorkshire  function  is  ‘ nowt  ba’nt  a 
feed,”  and  the  youngsters  were  given  the 
opportunity  of  giving  an  exhibition  of  their 
powers  as  trenchermen  when  they  sat  down 
to  ten  at  the  two  halls  of  the  Oddfellows, 
and  the  Liberal  Club. 

In  the  field,  those  centuries’  old  clrildren’6 
favourites,  Punch  and  .J,udy,  to  say  jnotiiing 
of  the  .dog  Toby,  togetlier  with  a ventrilo- 
quist of" no  mean  powers,  added  to  the  fun  of 
the  festival.  At  intervals  gaily-coloured  toy 
balloons  were  released,  to  some  of  which 
were  attached  voucher®,  exchangeable  at  the 
stores  for  goods.  Many  members  longed  for 
” the  wings  of  a dove  ” in  order  that  they 
could  catch-  the  flying  treasures,  hut  nad  to 
be  content  with  the  opportunity  of  captur- 
ing these  elusive  bubbles  when  they  returned 
to  earth. 

The  catering  arrangements  were  in  the 
hands  of  a competent  committee.  The 
CoLne  Valley  Bakery  was  the  co-opomtive 
producer — the  children  were  the  co-operative 
consumers.  Between  six  and  seven  hundred 
children  took  part  in  the  proceedings,  which, 
on  the  whole,  were  favoured  by  fair  weather. 
After  tea  the  Land  played  for  dancing. 


DENMARK’S  PROGRESS. 


INTERESTING  LECTURES  AT  YORK. 


On  Monday,  the  26th  ultimo,  Mr%  A. 
Richardson  (general  manager  of  the  York 
Society)  and  Mr.  Charles  Marshall  (C.W.S. 
director)  gave  to  the  directors  and  .employees 
of  the  York  Society  a brief  account  of  theii 
visit  to  Denmark. 

Mr.  lticiliardson  gave  a very  interesting 
account  of  the  tour,  commencing  from  the 
time  the  party  landed  to  when  they  returned 
some  thirteen  days  later.  One  could  not 
but  l>e  impressed  by  the  description  given  of 
the  arrangements  at  the  various  depots  of 
tlie  C.W.S.  in  Denmark  for  the  receipt  and 
despatch  of  dairy  produce.  One  instance 
worthy  of  note  related  to  the  C.W.S.  nig- 
ge rfes' find  slaughterhouses  at  a place  called 
Herning,  where,  the  audience  were  told, 
pigs  were  killed,  put  through  the  various 
processes,  and  placed  in  the  curing  vats  r.t 
rate  of  from  00  to  110  per  hour.  Mr. 
Richardson  described  some  of  the  beauty 
spots  of  Copenhagen,  notably  the  Town  Hall 
and  the  Karlsburg  Museum. 

Mr.  Marshall  then  told  how  the  idea  of 
c-o-operative  dairying  first  came  into  bring  in 
Denmark,  and  how  in  the  y?ar  1882  Mr. 
Stiller  Anderson  founded  the  first  co-opera- 
tive creamery  in  that  country,.  It  would 
appear  that  at  the  outset  his  scheme  nut 
with  some  little'opposition,  hut  by  dint  of 
perseverance  he  made  it  a success,  so  much 
so  that  ten  years  after  the  first  creamery 
was  founded,  theie  were  in  Denmark  no  less 
than  S00  such  plates,  and  in  1914  1,190. 
To  illustrate  the  growth  of  pig  breeding  in 
Denmark,  Mr.-  Marshall  stated  that  when 
first  co-operative  creameries  were  started 
there  were  not  sufficient  pig-s  to  consume 
the  separated  milk  of  tlie-se  dairies,  but  in 
1914  no  less  than  2,844,097  pigs  were 
slaughtered,  and  what  was  more  interesting 
still,  86  per  cent,  of  these  pigs  were  killed 
in  co-operative  abattoirs.  Mr.  Marshall  also 
referred  to  the  distributive  side  of  the  co- 
operative movement  in  Denmark. 

The  latest  figures  showed  tb  it  there  were 
in  1915  1.48S  societies  affiliated  to  the 
Danish  C.W.S.  with  a membership  of 
232,128,  and  an  annual  turnover  (in  distri- 
butive trade  alone)  of  about  three  and-a-half 
millions.  


Arrangements  are  being  made  by  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational  depart- 
ment to  hold  a students’  reunion  at 
” Shornells,”  Bostall  Heath,  on  July  15th4 
when  1.000  students  who  have  attended  the 
winter  classed  will  be  invited  to  participate. 
The  students  will  give  an  entertainment, 
ami  demonstrate  the  usefulness  of  the  par- 
ticular classes  which  they  have  attended. 
It  is  proposed  to  revive  the  Students’  Fellow- 
ship for  London  at  this  gathering. 
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“Co-operative  News"  Office,  Lodb  Millgatc, 
Manchester. 


A DELIGHTFUL  CONGRESS  GATHERING. 

MISS  LL.  DAVIES  AND  MISS  HARRIS  RETURN  THANKS  FOR 
THEIR  GIFTS. 


HOW  GUILD  COURAGE  AND  CONFIDENCE  WALK 

HAND-IN-HAND. 

INTERESTING  CAMPAIGNS  RECALLED. 

BY  OUR  OWN  REPRESENTATIVE. 


Tub  climax  of  this  year's  Women’s  Guild 
Congress  at  Portsmouth  was  reached  on 
the  Wednesday  evening,  when  delegates 
turned  aside  from  the  harassing  problems 
of  life  to  confer  on  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies 
and  Miss  Lilian  Harris  the  freedom  of  the 
Guild.  With  regret  the  gathering  resigued 
itself  to  the  enforced  absence  of  Miss 
Harris.  Meanwhile  she  was  in  the  hearts 
of  all. 

Beside  the  chairman  (Mre.  Dewsbury) 
was  Miss  Davies,  surrounded  by  her  past 
workers  on  the  Central  Committee.  It  is 
wonderful  to  think,  said  Mrs.  Dewsbury, 
that  we  have  been  able  to  keep  this  secret 
so  long,  but  thanks  to  our  co-operative 
press  we  have  managed  it.  Although  the 
testimonial  fund  closed  on  May  31st,  I am 
still  receiving  contributions,  the  amount 
realised  being  over  £700!  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
then  announced  the  multitude  of  letters  received,  reading  extracts,  all  testifying  to 
the  love  and  esteem  in  which  both  Miss  Davies  and  Miss  Harris  are  held.  To  Miss 
Davies’  look  of  astonishment  and  incredulity  that  such  a vast  sum  should  have  been 
collected,  Mrs.  Dewsbury  said:  “ You  will  be  able  to  see  the  figured  in  black  and 
white  very  shortly.  The  money  is.  offered  to  you  and  Miss  Harris  in  love  and  devotion 
for  services  reudered.  Every  branch  lias  Teen  eager  to  do  ‘ its  bit  ’ ; new  guilds 


Miss  Ll.  Davies. 


Miss  L.  Harris. 


i eh  as  £4,  and  one  en 


terpiisiug  branch  approached  its  board  of  man- 
union  was  arranged,  which  realised  £12.  As  to 


have  sent  as 

ngemetit,  and  with  their  help  a big  reunion  was  . . 

how  the  money  should  be  spent,  well,”  said  Mrs.  Dewsbury,  “ the  ideas  are  varied. 
Some  favour  a convalescent  home;  others  a scholarship  for  married  women;  others, 
again,  suggest  the  interest  be  used  to  seud  delegates  to  the  International  Congre>ss  ; 
and  one  branch  suggests  the  money  being  spent  in  visiting  branches.” 

Amid  terrific  applause  the  silver  medallion,  representing  the  freedom  of  the 
Guild,  was  presented,  the  bank  book  being  handed  over  with  great  eclat  and 
rejoicing.  — 

LOVE  AND  LIFE. 


A RE-ECHO. 

-For  the  nest  few  weeks,  until  the 
holiday  recess,  guild  rooms  up  and  down 
the  country  will  re-echo  the  doings  of 
Porstmouth  Congress.  Every  delegate 
will  carry  back  to  her  fellow-members 
her  individual  experiences  and  impres- 
sions, making  a varied  picture  of  a 
coherent  whole,  and  adding  those  human 
touches  which  make  the  annual  gather- 
ing of  the  English  Women’s  Guild  the 
chief  social  event  in  the  life  of  organised 
women  co-operators. 

Those  who  planned  out  the  programme 
of  the  Portsmouth  Congress  seemed  to 
bear  tliis  psychological  effect  in  mind, 
ind  to  so  organise  the  main  events  of  the 
gathering  that  they  will  long  remain  as 
landmarks  in  the  memories  of  delegates 
privileged  to  be  present.  There  was 
much  to  stimulate  thought  and  action  in 
the  resolutions,  and  much  to  inspire 
enthusiasm  and  increased  loyalty  in  the 
speaking.  There  was,  indeed,  an  air  of 
spontaneity  and  alertness  in  the  dis- 
cussions which  showed  how  thought  is 
going  hand-in-hand  with  experience  in 
the  guild  rooms. 

The  remarkable  demonstration  of 
affection  which  greeted  and  sustained 
Miss  LL  Davies  in  the  closing  function 
stirred  a depth  of  feeling  (even  iu  those 
who  may-  not  have  known  her  personally), 
which  will  never  be  forgotten.  The 
secret  of  the  gifts  made  to  Miss  Davies 
and  Miss  Harris  had  been  most  zealously 
guarded — thanks,  as  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
pointed  out,  to  tlie  help  of  our  press. 
An  iiffetinct  tells  us  that  had  we  dared 
to  make  the  project  known — as  we  con- 
fess our  pen  trembled  to  do  so  many  a 
time,  especially  when  we  had  to_  with- 
hold reports  of  what  branches  were 
doing — the  gift  might  have  been  larger 
than  it  was.  But  then,  in  the  telling, 
the  spirit  which  animated  it  might  well 
have  been  lost,  and  that  spirit,  involving 
the  personal  participation  of  every 
guildswoman  in  tliis  mutual  tokeu  of 
regard  and  appreciation  of  great  services 
greatly  rendered,  was  too  precious  to  be 
shared  by  any  other  than  guildswomen. 

The  delegates  will  tell  their  fellow- 
members  of  this  presentation,  and  we 
feel  sure  that  when  the  gift  is  finally  dis- 
posed of,  it  will  cam-  with  it  to  future 
guildswomen  a message  of  unity  in  feel- 
ing which  we  trust  will  never  be  lost. 

The  trend  of  modern  democracy  is 
rather  towards  the  forgetting  of  past 
services  and  the  devotion  of  pioneer 
workers. 

But  co-operation  must  hold  out  hands 
to  the  past  as  well  as  to  the  future,  and 
the  charming  function  ^it  Portsmouth 
helps  us  to  keep  in  mind  that  the  future 
of  the  Guild,  however  glorious  it  may  be, 
is  built  upon  the  past  labours  of  those  who 
laid  the  secure  foundations  of  its  success. 
May  the  future  amply  justify  and  glorify 
the  work  of  those  who  now  lay  down 
their  tools. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  South  York- 
shire district,  held  recently,  the  follow- 
ing; mere  elected  tv  ill?  District  Committee: 
Mesdames  Kitchen.  Priestly,  Sadler, 
Fletcher,  Crowther,  and  Grocutt. 

% 

The  Clover  Hill  Guild  celebrated  its  first 
birthday  with  a rabbit-pie  supper  and 
dunoe.  Mrs.  Horn  (president)  presided, 
and  in  a short  speech  reviewed  the  year’s 
work.  Mrs.  AViddup  spoke  on  " Co-opera- 
tion.” 

With  the  object  of  assisting  tlie  Asliby- 
de-la-Zouch  members  iu  their  fund  for 
getting  a new  piano,  the  Coalville  Junior 
Co-operative  Choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  F.  Clay,  gave  a concert  in  the  Co-opera- 
tive HaJl.  Tlie  contributors  to  a good  pro- 
gramme included  Messrs.  Iv.  Middleton 
and  Sam  Massey,  as  well  as  tlie  young 
members  of  the  choir.  Mrs.  Hitchens 
(Ashby  secretary)  presided. 

The  Neasden  Guild  of  the  North-West 
London  Society  were  presented  with  a ban- 
ner by  one  of  the  guild  members,  Mrs. 
Robinson.  The  banner  was  unfurled  by 
Mr.  Gordon  and  Airs.  Brookes,  president 
anti  vice-president  of  the  North-West  Lon- 
don Society,  who  explained  the  principles 
of  co-operation.  It  is  the  first  banner 
since  tlie  amalgamation  of  the  Willesclcn 
District  and  London  Perseverance  Societies 
to  be  inscribed  under  the  new  name  of  the 
North-West  Loudon  Society.  Tea  was 
afterwards  served,  the  tables  being  deco- 
rated with  flowers  given  by  Mrs.  Simpson 
(a  member). 


Rising  to  accept  the  gifts.  Miss  Llewelyn 
Davies,  in  the  course  of  her  speech,  said: 
That  I should  have  been  here  without  Miss 
Harris  casts  a shadow  over  this  delightful 
gathering.  Miss  Harris  lias  meant  so 
much  to  the  Guild,  and  the  Guild  has 
meant  so  much  to  her.  Few  know  what 
the  Guild  owes  to  Miss  Harris.  Whether 
it  has  been  economic  ^problems,  co-operative 
and  democratic  ideals,  “ Bradshaw/’  conun- 
drums— (laughter) — Congress  organisation, 
branch  dilemmas,  mysteries  of  accounts, 
one  and  all  have  turned  to  Miss  Harris  and 
relied  on  her  for  guidance  and  help.  I 
shall,  however,  claim  one  tiling,  said  Miss 
Davies,  to  have 
discovered  Miss 
Harris.  I found 
her  sitting  at  home 
in  the  lovely  county 
of  Westmoreland, 
trying  to  occupy 
herself  with  can- 
ing and  embro'dery 
—(more  laughter) — 
and  brought  her 
out  into  a world 
where  her  great 
gifts  have  served 
the  Guild  and  the 
movement  so  splen- 
didly. (Applause.) 
Let  us  imagine 
Miss  H.  Enfield.  slio,  is  with  us. 

How  are  we  to  find 
words  to  thank  you  for  these  wonderful 
gifts?  There  is  nothing  you  could  have 
given  us  that  we  shall  value  so  much  as 
this  freedom  of  the  Guild.  It  shows  such 
generosity  of  spirit;  it  implies  such  confi- 
dence. We  have  often  spoken  of  courage 
as  one  of  the  most  important  of  Guild 
characteristics.  Now  the  gift  of  these  little 
emblems  will  always  be  a reminder  that 
band  in  hand  with,  courage  walks  confi- 
dent e.  Confidence  is  a great  democratic 
virtue.  Tu  make  nrogress,  not  only  must 
the  rank  and  file  have  confidence  in  their 
elected  leaders,  but  leaders  must  also  have 
confidence  in  the  rank  and  file.  It  has 
been  due  to  this  mutuaj-poufidence  between 
the  Central  Committee  and  the  members 
that  tlie  Guild  has  been  able  to  accomplish 
its  work  iu  the  past.  You  never  failed  us. 
Whatever  was  to  be  done,  locally  or 
nationally,  guildswomen  rose  to  it.  Whether 
it  was  canvassing  deputations  to  Cabinet 
Ministers,  cutting  sandwiches  for  teas, 
urging  reforms  on  management  committees, 
town  councils,  or  M.P.'s,  walking  for  hours 
in  processions,  writing  long  letters  when 
information  was  needed,  presiding  at  < on- 
gresses,  our  members  have  frored  them- 
selves worthy  <S(  every  confidence. 

What  campaigns  we  have  had,  and  how 
we  have  won  through,  in  spite  of  opposi- 
tion! (Hear,  hear.)  Three  especially  stand 
out.  The  attempt  to  bring  co-operation 
within  the  reach  of  the  poorest,  with  the 
result  tltere  culminated  tlie  Sunderland 
experiment,  where  a store,  with  grocer’s 
and  b u teller 'g  shop,  a hall,  and  tiny  rooms 
for  two  resident  workers  were  built  on 
purpose  in  the  poorest  spot  in  the  town. 
There  several  of  us  lived  sitting  behind 
the  counter  taking  deposits,  making  mem- 
bers, arranging  meetings.  <S-o.  The  “ store 
ladies  ” are  no  longer  there,  but  the  shops 
continue  to  be  successful. 

Miss  Id.  Davies  then  told  about  the 


minimum  wage  campaign,  how  this  took 
three  years  and  how  side  by  side  with 
these  specially  co-operative  campaigns 
there  had  been* reforms  in  married  women’s 
lives. 

What  times  we  have  had.  she  continued, 
in  struggling  to  get  better  conditions  of 
life  and  work  for  wives  and  mothers  ! The 
deputation  to  the  Government  to  ask  that 
maternity  benefit  should  be  included  in 
the  Insurance  Bill ; the  exciting  times  in 
securing  it  should  be  made  the  mother’s 
property — our  scheme  for  the  national 
care  of  maternity  to  which  the  book  of 
wonderful  letter's  from  our  members  con- 
tributed so  much. 

And  now.  Miss 
Davies  concluded, 
you  will  go  on 
building,  adding 
fresh  stones  and  in- 
creasing the  value 
of  our  work.  New 
times  will  demand 
new  ways,  as  well 
as  the  retention  of 
those  found  valu- 
able, and  your  offi- 
cers and  Central 
Committee  will  wel- 
come and  encourage 
initiative  and  ideas 
from  Guild  mem-  * 
hers,  and  always 
give  them  consi- 
deration. At  the  present  moment  the  great 
thing  is  to  concentrate  on  trade.  Show 
your  power-  as  consumers  and  buyers; 
support  your  societies  through  these  diffi- 
cult times,  and  bring  employment  to  our 
factories.  Tlie  power  of  consumers 
organised  ‘as  co-operators  is  what  the 
Guild  stands  for,  and  is  capable  of  great 
development.  Few  people  realise  how 
profit-making  industry  has  led  to  the  dete- 
rioration of  food,  through  refining  pro- 
cesses, which  destroy  nutritive  .values. 

Then  why  should  not  our  co-operative 
life  be  enlivened  on  the  lines  of  the  Belgian 
and  Russian  co-operators,  theatres  insti- 
tuted with  interesting  plays  and  winter 
gardens,  processions  organised  to  dignify 
and  brighten  public  life,  where  co-opera- 
tive ideals  are  symbolically  represented, 
displacing  military  displays. 

Further,  co-operators  have  the  power  to 
promote  industrial  peace.  We  are  over- 
throwing capitalism  and  creating  a new 
industrial  world.  In  this  we  have  a great 
responsibility  towards  the  workers.  What 
we  have  to  do  is  to  set  our  minds  to  recog- 
nise the  claims  of  thousands  of  employees 
to  some  share  of  control  over  their  working 
lives.  We  must  think  out  a great  labour 
policy  for  co-operation  which  will  obtain 
their  enthusiastic  support. 

Internationally,  too,  what  a power  co- 
rporators have!  Tlie  interests  of  consu- 
mers over-ride  national  boundaries.  Each 
country  needs  the  produce  of  other 
countries,  and  all-  need  to  trade  and 
exchange  amicably  together.  So  that  we 
organised  consumers  are  a grent  power  for 
peace,  and  we  must  use  our  power  to  break 
down  the  barriers  of  hatred  and  militarism. 
(Applause.) 

You  have  indicated  the  different  ways  in 
which  you  will  allow  us  to  remain  your 
comrades.  We  feel  we  are  still  united  with 
you,  and  can  never  be  grateful  enough  for 
the  love  and  life  you  have  given  us.  (T.oud 
applause.) 


Mrs.  E,  Barton. 


Congratulations  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Ellis  (Batley).  who  recently  celebrated  their 
diamond  wedding.  Mrs.  Ellis  is  the  founder 
of  the  Batley  Women’s  Guild,  and  on  the 
15th  ult.  the  event  was  celebrated  by  a sup- 
per and  presentation.  Mr.  Ellis  lias  served 
lor  a long  period  on  the  society's  board  of 
management. 


BABY  WEEK  AND  MILK. 


Without  justification,  the  prioe  of  milk 
has  been  increased,  06  a decrease  in  the 
agricultural  workers’  wages  is  taking  place, 
while,  on  the  top  of  everything  attention  ia 
being  directed  to  “ baby  week.”  Once  again 
by  lectures,  demonstrations,  press  notices, 
the  life  of  little  children  is  being  empha- 
sised as  the  greatest  concern,  of  a great 
-nation. 

But  in  such  circumstances  the  work  of 
“ baby  week”  enthusaa/sts  is  sheer  waste. 
If  babies  are  to  be  saved,  cheap  milk  and  a 
decent  wage  are  the  two  first  essentials. 

Over  and  over  again  we  have  been  told 
it  is  impossible  to  produce  cheap  milk  whilst 
wages  remained  high.  But  at  this  moment 
we  are  faced  with  the  amazing  cheek  of 
farmers  and  dairymen  alike.  Tliey  pay 
their  employees  starvation  wages,  and  ask 
the  public  to  pay  more  for  their  milk. 

Farms  and  dairies  must  be  co-operatively 
owned  and  co-operatively  controlled.  Cheap 
milk  is  compatible  with  the  payment  of  a 
living  wage.  And  the  greatest  piece  of 
work  < e-operators  can  do  in  eoini-ect ion  with 
” ba-by  week  ” is  to  set  their  machinery  to 
work,  so  that  every  society  can  provide 
cheap,  pure  milk  at  n ren-sonable  figure. 

Beatrice  Marshall. 


DEATH  BLOW  TO  HALF-TIME. 


Half-time  in  textile  factories  ended  on 
July  1st,  under  the  Education  Act  of  1918. 
For  long  the  organised  women  of  the  co- 
operative movement  have  fought  against 
the  system,  nhvays  pleading  for  the  raising 
'of  the  school  age ; but  in  certain  centres, 
particularly  in  Lancashire  and  in  some 
parts  of  Yorkshire,  there  has  been  opposi- 
tion. In  centres  like  Bradford  there  used 
to  lie  as  many  as  10,000  young  children 
working  in  the  woollen  factories,  but  lor 
many  years  the  numbers  have  been  dwind- 
ling, until  by  July  1st  very  few  half-timers 
remained. 

Formerly  “ leaving  examinations  ” were 
held  quarterly,  at  which  there  used  to  lie 
about  1,000  children  sit;  but  these  fell  to 
about  a hundred,  and  the  examinations  were 
held  yearly  instead  of  quarterly.  This  will 
now  be  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  new 
order  of  the  Board  of  Education. 


ELECTED  TO 
HARTLEPOOL’S 
MANAGEMENT. 

Mrs.  Wilkins  (of 
Hartlepool),  who  lias 
just  lieen  returned  at 
the  head  of  the  poll  to 
the  management  com- 
mittee of  her  society. 
Mrs.  Wilkins  was  also 
recently  elec  tec  1 a 
Poor-Law  Guardian. 


A PRETTY  CAV.S.  WEDDING. 

A very  pretty  but  quiet  wedding  was 
solemnised  on-  Saturday,  July  1st,  between 
-Miss  Mellor  (C.W.S.  mantle  department) 
and  Mr.  T.  W.  Pattinson  (bespoke  depart- 
ment),' at  Birch  Church,  Rusholme.  ike 
bride,  alio  was  becomingly  attired  in  a light 
putty  tailored  costume,  wore  white  fa* 
furs,  and  carried  a Prayer-book  wrth  artibtio 
white  bindings.  Her  bat,  a product  of  the 
C.W.S.  millinery  department,  wa®  fashioned 
in  fawn  crinoline  underlined  with  navy  blue, 
and  finished  with  a charming  feathery 
effect.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pattinson  were 
popular  figures  in  Balloon-street,  and  were 
recipients  of  many  beautiful  presents.  The 
employees  of  the  mantlo  department  sent  ® 
case  of  cutlery,  and  tlie  good  wishes  of  alt 
follow  the  happy  couple  to  Whitby,  wncre 
the  honeymoon  is  being  spent. 


Members  of  the  Coalville  Guild,  under  the 
supervision  of  Mrs.  Allen,  have  worked  hard 
in  their  town  in  connection  with  Alexandra 
Day.  * 

Boston  spa.  Yorkshire— the  co-operativk 
CAFE. — Parties  catered  lor— Apply,  Mjr-ag"”** 
Todrastcr  ntxl  District  Co-oper»tl»a  Society  Ijunie** 
Boston  Spa  Braocb,  Boston  Spa,  Yorks. 
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WHAT  OF 

EAST  NOTTINGHAM? 

T0O  MANY  TALKERS:  TOO  FEW 
WORKERS. 

youth,  old  age,  and 

POLITICS. 


'P,TK  East  Nottingham  election  is  over, 
i +liou<’li  the  Co-operative  eamiidate,  Mr. 

J.l>.  (Shre-m-bury)  l.hs  not 
been  returned  to  Westminster  he  Jias  made 


bid  for  victory 
i.  reported  m tho  columns  of  last  week  s, 
mVaws  ‘ t He  women  have  put  in  much  work 
behalf  of  Mr.  Jones,  all  the  surrounding 
br-uiolies  having  freely  placed  their 
scrrices  at  the  disposal  of  tho  Co-operative 

Party.  . . , 

■•If  there  is  one  impression  above  all 

others \v  1« ieli  stands  out  beyond  all  otheis 

hi  this  election,”  said  Mrs.  Christie,  the 
LtionM  organiser  to  the  Co-operative 
pirtv  soon  immediately  on .her  return  from 
the  campaign,  “it  is)  the  wonderful,  self- 
ycrificing  zeal  shown  by  the  women  during 
tho  whole  campaign.  Hie  election  machine 
was  kept  going  by  tlie  women,  who  worked 
voliflitarily  ail  day  and  sometimes  late  at 
night.  The  Home  Workers’  League  gave  Us 
tlie  services  of  Mrs.  Moore,  their  secretary, 
whose  work  was  invaluable,  while  the 
General  Worke  ns ’Union  (Women's  Section) 
mive  us  -Airs.  Johnston,  who  caoivassed  all 
|iy  and  took  open-air  meetings  at  night. 
Tlion  the  Nottingham,  Cinder  Hill,  and 
gtaplefcrd  Women's  Guild  responded  well  to 
oar  call,  as  did  also  the  Labour  Women’s 
Section. ' ’ 

“Did  you  find  the  women  adaptable ?” 

I asked.  “ Very,”  replied  Mrs.  Christie. 
“They  responded  to  discipline,  which  many 
of  tlie  men  did  not.  One  local  organiser 
remarked : ' I wish  I had  your  job  ; the 
men  always  want  their  own  way.’  ” 

"What  are  tlra  lessons  of  East  Notting- 
ham)'"— “ Well,  one  lesson  I learnt  was 
that  if  we  ns  co-opojra.tors  wish  to  win  elec- 
tions we  must  insist  on  Adult  Suffrage — the 
young  women  must  have  the  vote.  Youth 
is  with  us  politically;  old  age  fears  us  and 
is  so  easily  deceived  by  the  old  parties.  Old- 
age  pensioners  voted  for  the  party  which 
(ought  against  giving  them  the  old-age 
pension.  It  was  the  cld  co-operators  in 
most  cases  who  refused  to  stand  by  their 
own  candidate.  One  of  our  opponents, 
standing  outside  a polling  booth,  said  to  me: 

‘ We’ve  got  the  old  folk ; they  are  afraid  of 
your  so  L.li.-m,’  ” 

"Hr.vo  you  any  criticism  to  offer?” — 
“Yes,”  replied  Mr».  Christie,  _very 
promptly.  "In  tho  labour  and  co-operative 
movements  tluare  are  too  many  talkers  who 
dissipate  their  energies  so  much.  They 
canjiot  <t  will  not  do  the  Veal. necessary  work 
oi  electioneering ; they  don’t  want  .to  lx:  in 
the  workers’  team,  bub  in  the  circus.” 
“What  was  tho  weakness  at  Notting- 
linni?"-  “ Well,  can’t  you  seo  the-  com- 
mittee-rooms went  unetaffed.  Plenty  were 
(rifling  to  take  meetings.  While  they  were 
making  themselves  hoarse,  our  opponents 
were  electioneering  on  the  doorsteps,  telling 
Jhe  electors  that  a vote  for  Jon.':,;  was  a vote 
against  tho  goose  that  laid  tho  golden,  egg, 
and  while  tho  enthusiasm  of  the.,  meeting 
passed  off  with  tho  night  the  doorstep  work 
remained.” 

Meanwhile  time  had  flown  ; of  necessity 
Our  interview  had  to  be  short, 

“Give  me  a last  word,”  I said. 

“Well,”  replied  Mrs.  Christie  on  parting, 
I am  glad  our  guild  lias  - dung  to  its 
voluntary  work.  One  finds  tho  benefit  of 
inis  at  election  times.  But  there  is  still 
much  to  be  done.  This  last  election  has 
proved  tliat  propaganda  and  education  me 
essential.  If  -\ve  are  going  to  organise 
Voters,  we  must  first  educate  voters.” 

T. 


OFF  TO  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


A frank  confession  from 

SCOTLAND. 

To  me  the  Ports- 
mouth Congress  of 
the  English 
Women’s  Guild  has 
been  one  of  the 
most  remarkable 
held,  and  a big  step 
was  made  ill  for- 
warding the  great 
cause  we  all  have 
60  much  at  heart  in 
tlie  future  manage- 
ment of  which  we 
hope  women  will 
take  a bigger  part. 
The  arrangements 
made  were  excel- 
JlRs-  G.  Robertson  lent.  Mrs.  Dews- 
ij,  (Dundee),  bury  made  a fine 

ySjljsnrer,  Section  opening  speech,  but 
ti  l r,0-lG  tho  Scot-  in  conducting  the 
tir  Guild  representa-  business  one  could 
es  to  Portsmouth,  not  help  noting 
ii  that  occasionally 

®r°  wasted  time.  Too  much  latitude 
..  s <i|]owed,  which,  on  occasions,  confused 
tw'ii,"0  aTKl  v°kiug.  And  I noticed 
y*31  the  heroic  and  emotional  speaker  from 
voti  ® a^orm  always  came  forward  when 
is  thl  eas  (*ue*  frankly,  my  impression 
bon  r pettish  women  have  little  to  learn 
,jni  km&lish  women  in  conducting  business, 
coni  i ^ Frceenco  of  tho  foreign  delegates 
the  f Jl0fc  , a‘l  Hi  bring  vividly  to  our  minds 
affa‘  C|t  that  co-operation  Is  not  a national 
»0jiY  ‘".'t  a great  idea  with  arms  spreading 
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FROM  MY  OBSERVATION 
POST. 

IRISH  DELEGATE  AT  PORTSMOUTH. 

REVIVED  FAITH  IN  WOMANHOOD. 

From  Belfast  to 
Portsmouth  and  back 
again  inside  the  space 
of  five  days  is  some- 
thing of  a hustle,  but 
to  be  present  at  the 
Portsmouth  Congress 
was  well  worth  the 
effort.  How  keen  the 
English  guilders  are 
on  their  Congress. 
Some  were  attending 
for  the  first  time; 
others  were  “old 
hands  ’’ ; but  all  had 
lived  in  anticipation 
of  the  event;  I was  impressed  with  the 
sense  of  responsibility  the  women  carried 
with  them.  They  were  “just  of  the  rank 
and  file,”  but  there  was  no  hint 'in  their 
conversation  that  any  other  than  themselves 
would  be  responsible  for  the  decisions 
arrived  at  during  Congress. 

What  a healthy  sign  in  these  days,  when 
people  are  all  too  prone  to  place  the  re- 
sponsibility for  everything  that  goes  awry 
on  tho  shoulders  of  someone  else! 

All  through’  the  two  days  of  Congress 
proceedings,  even,  when  discussion  on  a par- 
ticular issue  w;ts  prolonged  owing  to  the 
-number  of  speakers,  this  earnest  air  never 
departed. 

Mrs.  Dewsbury  brought  with  her  Into  the 
Congress  Hall  all  the  charm  and  grace  of 
motherliness.  Here  was  no  platform  orator 
seeking  for  dramatic  effect. 

My  nook  on  the  platform  was  an  excellent 
observation  post.  Not  the  slightest  detail 
escaped  the  new  general  secretary,  Miss 
Honora  Enfield*  and  her  important  part  was 
played  quietly  and  unobtrusively. 

But  the  most  lasting  of  memories  of  the 
Portsmouth  Congress  m ill  ever  be  the  scenes 
of  the  closing  session-,  when  the  Freedom  of 
the  Guild  was  conferred  upon  Miss  Llewelyn 
Davies,  and  Miss  Lilian- Harris.  Cold  print 
cannot  record  the  impressions  of  that  won- 
derful hour.  Love  crowned  all. 

One  great  privilege  I must  place  on  record 
— the  opportunity  afforded  of  meeting  our 
friends  from  other  lands,  women  who  are 
working,  as  we  are,  to  lay  the  foundations 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth. And  so  I have  returned  to  Ireland, 
and  to  my  work,  with  revived  faith  in 
womanhood. 


MORE  CONGRESS  ECHOES. 


One  elderly  delegate’s  notion  of  the 
King’s  Navee  must  bo  very  hazy.  Accost- 
ing a breezy  Tar,  she  exclaimed  excitedly: 

“ Give  my  love  to  our  Tom  when  you  meet 
him,  and  tell  him.  I’ll  have  his  tied  aired 
when  lie  gets  leave  next  month."  An 
after-thought  was  added — “Tom  Myers, 
you  know,  H.M.S.  ” 

When  a ship's  bugle  sounded  one  morn- 
ing about  six  o’clock,  a Lancashire  dele- 
gate said  drowsily : “ Wake  up,  Jim, 

buzzar’s  gooin’.” 

A guildswomnn  of  generous  proportions, 
who  is  well  known  in  circles  about  the  hub 
of  the  universe,  happened  to  fall  down  some 
steps  in  a dark  corner  while  going  to  lunch.. 
Black  and  blue  all  over,  she  is  now  a streife 
advocate  of  the  “ Co-operative  News”  'j (fin- 
ing the  ranks  of  papers  with  in  sum  net 
coupons.  

Mr.  R.  G.  A.  Bullerwell  (Bedlington 
Society)  recently  gave  an  address  on  “ The 
Crowd,  the  Mob,  and  the  Leader  ” to  the 
members  of  tne  Blyth  Women’s  Guild. 


Friends  of  the  Force 


‘ Very  old  end  -faithful;, 
friends  of  the  Force  are  PelaW 
Polishes. these  cause  little  work 
and  the  result  is  always  the  > 
best  attainable.  We  hope  that 
oor  readers  will  always  ash 
,|or  Peiaw  Polishes  •* 

Me  Potiec  Chronic  fo 


Housewives  should  get  a Supply  of 
these  Polishes  NOW, 


04 

Sw&eS*** 


\ Sweets  are  Sweetest 

wden  from  tfie  e.w.s. 


WATCH  YOUR  STORE  COUNTERS 
for  C.W.S.  SWEETS. 


es  They  should  be  to  the  Front,  an 
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MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  XORRESPONDENTS. 


[Correspondents  ore  requested  to  write  Iri  Ink,  on 
,ens  side  ol  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
oge,  sex,  occupation,  end  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
noins-de-pluino " or  iniUals,  but  also  giving  real 
names  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  bo  seen  can  bo  oon- 
6idercd.  Address,  “ Xtio  Doctor,"  " Co-opcrativo  Nows, 


Is  Cancer  Infectious?  “ L.  E.  "W. 
Ctinoor  ”). — Canoer  of  the  liver  is  not  in- 
fectious. There  is  therefore  no  necessity 
for  the  clothing  to  be  disinfected  before 
being  worn. 

“ Pedal  Extremities.” — Try  bathing  the 
feet  in  warm  salt  and  water,  and  after 
thoroughly  drying,  powder  well  with  borncic 
powder;  dust  the  inside  of  the  socles  with 
this  powder;  wearing  thin  sotkg  and  rather 
thin  boots  in  summer. 

A Perforated  Septum  of  thf.  Nose 
< “ Nicirtliumbrian  ”). — TUie  ‘‘hole’’  is  evi- 
dently a perforation  of  the  division  wall  (the 
“septum  ”)  of  the  nose,  and  nothing  short 
of  an  operation — of  doubtful  permanent 
value — can  remedy  it. 

Shingles  (“  G.  M..”). — You  have  evi- 
dently had  a severe  attack  of  this  often  dis- 
tressing complaint,  which  has  abated,  leav- 
ing the  neuralgic  pain,  which  often  lasts  a 
long  time  afterwards.  For  treatment,  a 
course  of  “ Easton’s  syrup  ” is  good,  with 
abundance  of  sunshine  and  fresh  air. 

Buzzing  in  Ears,  <&c.  (“  Maria  C.  N.”). 
— I-  am  sorry  my  reply  to  your  query  has 
xnot  yet  appeared  in  the  Medical  Column. 
It  is  impossible  to  guarantee  a reply  imme- 
diately upon  receipt  of  any  particular 
query,  all  of  which  have  to  go  into  the 
“ queue.”  Yburs  will  appear  in  due 
course. 

Numbness  after  Fracture  of  the  Arm 
(”  Numbness  ”). — This  shows  either  some 
injury  to  the  nerve  or  the  nipping  of  the 
nerve  between  the  two.  fragments  of  the 
fractured  boue.  An  X-Ray  photograph 
should  be  taken,  if  this  has  not  yet  already 
been  done,  and  the  sooner  the  better,  with 
a view  to  an  operation  to  liberate  the  nipped 
nerve. 

Dupuytrrn’s  Contraction  (‘‘Finger”). 
— That  is  the  name  of  the  contraction  of 
the  finger  from  which  you  suffer,  and  the 
only  permanently  effective  ‘‘cure”  of  the 
deformity  is  by  amputation  of  the  finger. 
Any  other  “ surgical  treatment,”  such  as 
section  of  the  palmar  fascia,  generally 
ends  in  recurrence  of  the  trojible.  This  is 
what  your  doctor  meant  when  he  advised 
you  to  have  the  finger  removed. 

Wax  in  the  Ear  (“Ear”). — This  can  be 
seen  by  a doctor  and  can  easily  lie  removed 
by  syringing  with  hot  water,  after  having 
softened  the  wax  with  glycerine  and  a solu- 
tion of  bicarbonate  of  soda  m the  following 
proportions: — Glycerine,  1 drachm;  bicar- 
bonate of  soda,  2 drachms ; water  to  2 
ounces.  To  b>  dropped  into  the  ear.  and 
retained  by  means  of  a plug  of  cotton  wcol, 
lying  with  the  affected  side  upwards. 

Dropsy  (“-Sufferer”). — Dropsy  is  not  a 
disease,  but  a symptom,  which  may  he  due 
to  various  conditions ; such  as  liea-it  disease, 
kidney  disease,  liver  disease,  and  others. 
In  your  ease  it  may  be  due  either  to  kidney 
disease  or  heart  disease — most  probably  the 
latter.  The  urine  should  be  examined  by 
the  doctor,  and  if  albumen  be  found  and  the 
patient  suffers  from  symptoms  of  heart 
trouble,  the  “ case  ” is  more  serious.  By 
all  iheans  luive  it  diagnosed  anc\  treated  by 
a good  physician  at  once. 

“ Bryxmoh.” — Drugs  will  not  cure  you, 
although  auto-suggestion  is  hopeful  as  a 
remedy.  As  to  your  suggestion  of  taking  a 
sleeping  draught,  that  is  out  of  Die  ques- 
tion altogether  and  very  harmful.  Plenty 
of  open-air,  strenuous  exercise  is  the  best 
remedy,  and  this  and  a determination  to 
“carry  on,”  and  a .firm  resolution  to  free 
yourself  from  the  enthralment  wall  ulti- 
mately result  in  victory;  and  “if  at  first 
a ou  don’t  succeed,  try,  try,  try  again.” 

Superfluous  Hair  (“Mary  S.”). — You 
are  quite  right,  “ electrolysis  ” is  about  the 
best  treatment  for  this:  but  it  is  very  ex- 
pensive; and  it  is  not  always  permanently 
successful.  The  next  best  treatment  is  by 
applying  a paste  which  wilLburn  the  hairs 
off.  and  renew  as  often  as  necessary,  for  the 
hair  roots  are  not  got  rid  of.  Here  is  a good 
“depilatory  paste”: — Sulphide  of  barium; 
starch  powder ; oxide  of  zinc ; of  each  of 
these  \ ounces,  made  into  a paste  with 
water.  Another  is  made  of  quicklime  1 
ounce;  pearla.sh,  1J  ounce;  liver  of  sulphiir, 
H ounces.  Finely  powdiered,  mixed  to  a 
paste  with  water,  and  spread  thickly  on  the 
skin  for  three  minutes,  then  scraped  off  with 
a bone  paper  knife  and  cold  cream  applied 
instead. 

Heart  Disease  (“  W.  D.  H.”). --Several 
repiie-s  have  been  given  on  this  subject.  To 
yours  I have  to  say  that  rheumatic  fever  is 
not  the  only  cause  of  “ valvular  disease.” 
Among  the  acute  conditions  may-  he  diph- 
theria, influenza,  and  scarlet  fever-  or 
indeed  any  acute  fever,  especially  if  the 
heart  is  over-strained  during  convalescence. 
Another  point  re  your  case  is  the  fact  that 
a “ murmur  a “bruit”  as  it  is  called— 
i - not  always  equally  serious  in  every  case, 
especially  when  'it  is  confined  to  the 
“ aortic  ” valve,  or  area,  and  accompanies 
tho  first  sound  only.  It  is  more  serious 
.when  in  connection  with  the  second  sound. 
Rut  your  own  doctor  will  he  the  best  judge 
ns  to  the  comparative  seriousness  of  the 
condition,  wliich  should  neither  be  trifled 
with  nor  exaggerated  in  importance  in  any 
case.  And  let  me  hero  repeat  the  axiomie 
advice  which  every  “ heart  c-ase  ”,  should 


follow,:  ^viz.  : “ Don’t  hurry  and  don’t 

worry,”  and' the  second  will  often  bo  found 
more  diffioult  to  follow  than  the  first. 

Flat  Foot  (“  Sufferer  u);— The  absenoe 
of  the  arch  of  the  foot— so  much  worse  if 
both  feet  are  affected— is  tlie  cause  of  the 
deformity  and  Die  consequent  disability,  not 
being  able  to  walk  far  without  pain  and 
aching  in  the  foot  and  up  the  leg ; and  the 
only  relief  is  to  be  got  by  wearing  metal 
arch  supports.  You  will  never  be  able  to 
do  the  work  of  a general  servant  in  a house 
where  there  is  a good  deal  of  up  and  down 
stairs  work,  long  standing  over  washing,  and 
such.  A “ sitting  down  job  ” will  suit  you 
best. 

Exophthalmic  Goitre  (“  Cleveland  ”). — 
Tlie  symptoms  you  describe,  such  as  rapid 
action  of  the  heart,  thumping  beat,  loss  of 
flesli,  flabby  muscles,  nerves  very  much 
affected,  legs  and  hands  trembling, 
especially  on  standing,  are  characteristic 
of  “ exophthalmic  goitre,”  alias  “ Graves’s 
Disease,”  wliich,  unlik©  the  ordinary  goitre, 
has  no  special  relation  to  climate,  soil,  or 
water,  and,  unlike  it,  is  much  less  amenable 
to  treatment.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it  can 
in  no  way  be  treated  by  domestic-  remedies, 
and,  as  I presume  your  wife  is  under  the 
doctor,  it  is  not  a case  for  treatment 
through  our  Medical  Column.  Many  thanks 
for  your  commendation  of  \ our  replies,  and 
I mudh  regret  that  your  wife’s  case  is 
beyond  it. 

Gall  Stones  (“  Sufferer,”  No.  2). — A gall 
stone  is  a small  mass  of  bile  material  wliich 
forms  in  the  gall-bladder.  Should  the  stone 
be  pressed  through  the  gall-tube  into  tile 
intestine  it  is  sometimes  too  large  to  pass, 
and  causes  violent  colic,  which  continues 
until  it  gets  in  to  the  bowel.  The  chief 
symptom  of  this  is  violent  pain  in  the  right 
side,  coming  on  in  spasms,  and  often  result- 
ing in  “ jaundice.”  The  operation  you  refer 
to  is  cutting  down  upon  .and  opening  the 
gall-bladder,  and  removing  tlu1  stones,  and 
sometimes  the  gall-bladder  itself.  But  can- 
dour and  experience  compel  me  to  confess 
that  even  this  -extreme  procedure  does  not 
always  result  in  a “ cure  ” of  tlie  condition. 
In  some  cases  the  gall  stones  re-form,  and 
sometimes  lodge  in  a c-ystio  cavity,  which 
becomes  practically  a second  gall-bladder, 
necessitating  a eeco.nd  operation-  with  all 
its  uncertainty  of  “ cure  ” ami  danger, 
which  even  in  the  hands  of  a specialist  have 
got  to  be  faced.  All  one  can  do  in  such  cases 
is  expressed  in  the  adage  to  “do  the  best; 
hope  £or  the  best ; and  leave  the  rest.”  And 
that  is  all  there  is  to  be  said  in  the -case  you 
refer  to. 

Shf.ll-Fish  Poisoning  (“Inquirer”). — 
The  best  way  to  “avoid  poisoning  by  shell- 
fish ” is  to  avoid  swallowing  any  of  them  at 
all!  Cockles  and  mussels  are  the  most 
common  causes — especially  in  the  north ; and 
a late  Medical  Officer  for  tlie  County  of 
Lancaster  once  Declared  in  his  annual  re[>ort 
that  the  rivers  of  Lancashire  were  all  con- 
taminated with  sewage.  And  as  this  is  true 
of  many  ether  livers,  obviously  the  only 
safety  from  shell  fish  is  ‘ by  strict 
Abstinence  from  them  as  articles  ' of  food. 
'I  he  symptoms  of  shell-fish  poisoning  are 
nausea,  vomiting,  abdominal  pain,  and 
severe  purging  leading  to  rapid  exhaustion; 
and  the  treatment  is  to  give  emetics,  such  as 
mustard  and  water,  followed  b.v  a brisk 
purgative—  castor  pil,  a black  draught 
(Epsom  salts  and  senna) — and,  of  course,  a 
doctor  ought  to  be  called  at  once.  Another 
symptom  from  eating  unwholesome  shell- 
fish may  1>3  “ nettle-rash,”  in  which  pale 
patches  appear  upon  red  blushes  of  skin, 
accompanied  by  severe  itching;  ancKtlie 
treatment  consists  in  giving  Epsom  salts  in 
water  and  applying  lead  lotion,  “ Saiiitas  ” 
loticn,  or  zinc  ointment  to  the  skin. 


CALENDAR. 


Butchers  Retail  Association.—  Conference  in  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  Warwickstreet,  Prestavich, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  lor  discussion  : " Group- 
ing of  Slaughter-houses." 

, Northern  Educational  Association.— Meeting 

in  the  Temperance  Hall,  Sliollev  midge,  nt. 
2-35  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  ; Tlie 
League  of  Nations."  Address  by  Mr.  C. 
Wilkinson  (Tyneside  Council  of  tlie  Leaguo 
of  Nations). 

, Wholesale  Society's  General  Meeting,  in  the 
Mitchell  Memorial  Hall,  Balloon-street,  Man- 
chester, at  2 p.m. 

!.  North-Western  Section.— Bolton  District  Con- 

ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Wargrav- 
road,  Earlstown,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
sion  : " Mutual  Aid  in  Education.”  Speaker 
Sir.  S.  Fnirbrother  (sectional  board). 

, North-Western  Section.— Manchester  District 

sConforence,  at  St.  Andrew's  Church  Scliool 
Railway-street,  Hadfleld,  at  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject tor  discussion : " Impressions  of 

Brighton  Congress. ” Address  by  Mr.  A. 
Horricks  (sectional  board). 

, NorHi-Westero  Section.— Rossendale  Distriot 

Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Boeup, 
"at  3-15  p.m.  Subject,  for  discussion  : “ prel 
sent-Day  Problems.”  Paper  by  Mr.  A. 
Pickup  (sectional  board). 

, South-Western  Section.— Bristol  nnd  Somerset 

District  Conference,  at  the  Council  School, 
Locking-road,  Westoi*super-Mnre,  nt  315 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion : " The  Pro- 
posed National  Co-operative  Society." 
Speaker,  Mr.  G.  W.  Ramsden  (secretary, 

!.  London  District  Council  Men's  Guild.—  Meeting 

at  the  Co-operative  Hull,  270,  Archway-road 
Highgate,  at  3 p.m. 

, Women's  Guild  (Mid-fhirham  District).— Sum- 

mer Conference,  in  the  U.M.  Free  Church 
(near  Co-operative  Stores),  Crook,  at  2-30 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Co-opcrativo 
. Ideals.”  Address  by  Mrs.  Close  (Stockton). 

i.  Educational  Secretaries’  Association  (Northern 

Section).— Conference  in  the  Newcastle 
Society's  Guild  Room(  Darn  Crook,  New- 
castle-upon-Tyne, at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " Week-end  Schools."  Address  by 
Mr.  A.  C.  Senior  (Middlesbrough). 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKERS-The  N.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Readable  "Trade  Union 
Taper.  Published  fortnightly 
ton  Saturdays).  Price  2d., 
irom  bron.b  secretaries,  or  3d. 
post  free  from  Central  Office— 
"Oakley,"  Wibndow  Roll*. 

FoJInwScld.  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BUTCHERY. — Wanted,  a good  all-round  MAN  to 
manage  Butchery  Branch  Shop;  must  tie  smart, 
energetic,  nnd  capable:  good  opening  for  the  right 
man. — Apply,  stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  re- 
quired, to  the  Chesterfield  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
Wost  Bars,  Clresterfleld. 


CLERK  (female)  Required  to  take  charge  of 
“Climax"  Check  Office;  membership  5,000;  pre- 
vious experience  essential. — State  full  particulars  und 
wages  required  to  Managing  Secretary,  Hartford  In- 
dustrial Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  93,  Kcnt-road, 
Dor  Word. 


CHOIRMASTER.— Wanted,  for  the  newly-established 
Prestwich  Co-operative  Choral  Society  (adults),  a 
CHOIRMASTER  or  CONDUCTOR.— Applications,  stating 


COLWYN  BAY  Co-operative  Society  Requires  smart, 
experienced  GROCERY  BRANCH  MANAGERS  for 
Central  and  Llandudno. — Apply  at  once,  stating  age, 
wage,  qualifications,  and  two  references. 


MILK.— WORKING  MANAGER  Required  for  Model 
Dairy  fitted  with  modem  plant;  must  be  ex- 
perienced.— Forms  of  application  con  he  obtained, 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  12,  South-street,  Ilkeston. 


PROVISION  AND  GROCERY.— FIRST  HAND 

Wanted;  must  he  smart  and  able  to  control  shop 
staff ; 'good-  shop  - and  window  dresser. — State  experi- 
ence, uge,  wages  required,  with  two  copies  of  recent 
testimonials,  to  General  Manager,  Co-operative  Society, 
Maidenhead,  Berks. 


SOUTH  MOLTON  Co-operative  Society  wishes  to 
thank  njl  applicants  for  the  position  of  MAN- 
AGING SECRETARY,  and  to  say^thc  position  is  now 
filled. 

THE  Directors  of  tlie  Blackpool  Oo-operativo  Society 
thank  all  applicants  for  the  position  of  TAILOR- 
ING MANAGER  to  this  society.  Mr.  Roseby  (Castle- 
lord)  has  been  appointed  to  tlie  position. 


•VirANTED,  two  BRANCH  MANAGERS  for  the 
TV  Butchering  Department;  N.U.D.A.W.  scale  of 
wages  paid. — Apply  by  letter,  stating  age  and  experi- 
ence, with  two  copies  of  testimonials,  addressed  Co- 
operative Society,  4,  Bethel-street,  Hey  wood,  to  bo 
delivered  by  12  noon,  July  10th. 


WANTED,  a MAN  to  take  charge  of  the  Drapery 
nnd  Boot  Department;  one  with  a knowledge 
of  outfitting  preferred;  average  sales  £1,000  to  £1,500 
per  quarter. — Apply  by  letter,  not  later  tluui  July 
11th,  stating  age,  wage,  and  experience,  to  the  Secre- 
tary, Co-operative  Society,  Atherstono. 


■\X7ANTED,  TEACHERS  for  Cooperative  Classes  at 
V v Failsworth,  Moston,  Miles  Platting,  nnd  Daisy 
Bank,  Newton  Heath;  fee,  7s.  6d.  for  90  minutes, — 
All  applications  to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary, 
Educational  Department,  Failsworth  Industrial  Society 
Limited,  9,  Church-street,  Newton  Heath,  Manchester. 


"V^LANTED,  DRAPERY  MANAGER  to  take  charge 
V V of  the  department  under  general  manager; 
sales  last  quarter,  £9.560.— State  age,  experience,  and 
wages  required,  to  Co-operative’  Society,  Mansfield. 


YM7ANTED,  GROCERY  BRANCH  MANAGER;  must 
Y Y be  very  experienced  in  grocery  and  provisions; 
knowledge  of  "hardware  on  advantage;  good  discipli- 
narian and  one  who  has  worked  leakage;  wages  £4  15s.; 
good  prospects  to  right  man.— Full  particulars,  with 
only  copies  of  references  in  first  instance,  to  the 
Office  of  the  Society,  Ehbw  Vale. 


WANTED,  a thoroughly  capable  and  reliable  MAN- 
AGER for  Tailoring  and  Outfitting  Department 
doing  a trade  of  £20,000  per  annum;  must  be  a good 
organiser,  buyer,  and  disciplinarian;  none  but  first- 
class  men  need  apply  — Applications,  stating  wages, 
oge,  and  full  particulars,  enclosing  copies  of  three 
testimonials,  and  endorsed  " Tailoring  Manager,”  to 
be  sent  in  not  later  than  July  10th,  to.  Brighouse  Dis- 
trict Industrial  Society  Ltd.,  King-street,  Brighouse. 


WANTED,  MANAGER  for  Tailoring  Department; 

must  be  expert  cutter,  smart  salesman,  with 
full  supervision  of  workrooms;  only  first-class  men 
need  apply— Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  and 
wages  required,  with, two  references,  to  be  addressed 
to  tlie  Secretary,  Wigan  and  District  Equitable  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Standi-hgatc,  Wigan,  and-  to 
arrive  not  later  than  July  10th. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 

housemen, CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  reterencos,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
JOHN  TcRNKR,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilko  House,  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.l. 


B 


AKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England 


BAKER  AND  CONFECTIONER. -Good  all-round 
MAN,  well  up  in  slab-calie,  pies,  fancies,  and 
bread,  seeks  SITUATION  in  good  society;  highest  re- 
ferences; age  38;  single.— Box  7,  "Co-operative  News," 
Manchester.  , 


ADVERTISER  desires  Permanent  Berth  ns  MAN- 
ACER  or  ASSISTANT-MANAGER  in  Fruit  Pre- 

fuel  lire  of  jams,  candied  peels,  pickled  spice,  Arc. ; 
4 years'  co-operative  experience;  leaving  present  siiua- 
tion  owing  to  closing  down  of  department ; possess 
highest  credentials. — Apply  to  Box  12,  " Co-operative 
News,"  Manchester. 


tXOAL  MANAGER.— Situation  Wanted  by  Young. 

/ Energetic  SIAN  with  co-operative  experience; 
good  disciplinarian;  accustomed  to  controlling  staff 
and  not  afraid  to  work. — Apply  to  Box  13,  " Co-opera- 
tive News,"  Manchester. 

ITNERGICTK  , tall  YOUNG  MAn7 keea_ salesman  and 
'j  attractive  shop  and  window  dre--r,  Desires' 
Position  as  FIRST  or  BRANCH  MANAGER  in  Grocery 
and  Provision  or  General  Stores;  9 years'  allround 
experience;  responsibility  welcomed  with  society  in  any 
district;  highest  references. — Box  10,  ” Co-operative 
News,”  Manchester. 

FOREMAN  GROWER  Seeks  POSTT;  capable  making 
glass  and  veg.  lands  pay;  well  pp  in  Ijoral  work. 
WOOD,  3,  Council  Houses,  Sherrington,  Newport  Pagrrell. 


Cl  ROCBR  V MANAGER- 
JT  SITUATION  j woul4  ■ 
re-sort;  good  references;  used  to  proviso 
Barber,  7,  Brook  Grain  Hills,  Brighouse. 


ASSISTANT-  Requires 
job  at  holiday 


APARTMENTS. 


B 


ARMOUTH. — Co-opcrativo  visiters  ariT  1 n 
trado  at  the  STORES,  HIGH-ST.  wiLJ^-X 
get  their  favourite  brands  in  Groceries  o&j 


COMFORTABLE  APARTMENTS.— ‘ 

with  1 or  2 bedrooms.— Mrs,  JUvrsj  I 
road,  St.  Town,  Great  Yarmouth,  Norfolk'.  ' C!** 

DOUGLAS.—"  Claremont,”  Loch  IW> 
Hofei  and  Boarding  Estab. ; close  ft4’1 
Amusements;  tel.  "Claremont,"  DoucU,  0 
C.  N.  Chadwick,  Proprietor. 

MORECAMBE,  C.— Mrs.  Barnes,  AsUr'rT'' 
Euston-grove ; Apartments;  bath,  nZ** 
nnd  amusements;  piano.  ’ ft 


RHYL.— Comfortable  APARTMENTS;  poV, 
terms  mod.— Mrs.  W.  Hough,  iTT' 
Wnrren-road,  Rhyl. 

SCARBOROUGH— NORTH  CLlFF-TiloI^ 
ing  House,  3,  Blenheim-tcrrace.  Unjnu, 
sea  view.  Liberal  cuisine. 

L.C.BlS.™oZAYi£n^ 

minimum  terms,  35s.  weekly. — Apply,  Com?r 
Oo-operativo  Baking  Society  Ltd.,  12,  5 

Glasgow. 

\ VISITORS  to  Colwyn  Bay  and  Lland^TT 
the  best  Bread,  Confectionery,  Grow? 
Provisions  at  the  Co-operative  Society,  s.u  wZ' 
Colwyn  Bay;  Uoyd-strcet.  Llandudno;  old  cJ 
Rhos-on-Sea;  and  Pcnrbynside.  N„  --  <?' 
Prices.” 


WANTED. — All  Co-operative  Visitors  (0  (j, 
lur  Seaside  Resort  of  CLEEIHORPES 
vited  to  dine  at  the  Grimsby  Society's  c«, 
Cote,  14,  High-street,  Clcetliorpes.  Quality; 
and  Prices  to  suit  nil.  Large  or  small  jurtki 
for.  Close  to  station,  pier,  sands,  and  on  ' 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTKIiTm^ 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.). -Write  [or,q 
to  It.  Hiubehd,  66,  Great  Pre.scott-strivt  l/.nikc. 
EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES-NOTE. 


Moses  baritz  operatic  » 

GRAMOPHONE  LECTURES,  no 
coit  party  needl’d;  the  success  of  Iasi 
to  C.W.S.  Concert  Agency,  iM  ancle -dor 


"I  Jr* 


w; 


Margaret  murch  in  whole-eves 

RECITALS  from  Dickens,  Shakos  pear-, 
Pain,  Tom  Hood,  Earnest  Jones,  &<\,  k<-.  Si 
piano  interludes  by  MARIAN  Mt'RC'H  \ 
Dates,  October  and  November,  Lincoln  and  the  Sn 
Higher  Brooks-lane,  Street,  Somerset. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  iiamt 
TURING  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 
Makers  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FASC1& 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (hr  Til; 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Addrc:s,  FU1TO.V  STREET.  BRADFORD,  YORKS.  Tel.  S'! 


Assistants.— paper  letter  and  figure 

TING  SYSTEM,  2s.  complete;  sueo  - 
Priino  Co.,  27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 


BURROUGHS  ADDING  MACHINE  for  SALE: ' 
did  condition;  cost  £55;  ideal  for  clmj[i 
what  .offers  ?— Write  Fiikd  Dy.XBURY,  24,  /SjdA 
road,  'Padihani,  Lancs. 


DE’ 

famous  me  woriu  over.  otikiuiu  »— 
CIIE1ESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairj  i 
London;  produced  by  the-  Cathedral  lkury,  w 
special  terms  to  co-operative  sooieties;  prices  m*7 
cation. — Proprietera,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  u* 
trial  Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sid  well-street,  Exeter. 


FOR  SALE,  one  BAY  MARE;  16  hands; 

sound  and  a very  reliable  worker;  used 
livery  of  "groceries  and  provisions  by  the  *«-'i«inja 
a SET  of  HARNESS;  rractioallv  new.  nnd  DtU'iB 
2- WHEELED  TRAP  with  portable  co-r.  il'G  ‘ 
to  having  motor  van.— Appy,  WeMipool  and 
Co-Qpemtive  Society,  8,  Hall-street,  W-'l -h [>•'"- 


171  REE. — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  ■ f rA" 
' address ; also  particulars  of  moncy-mwlM 
time  agency.— E.  Richford,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  w 


PATCHING  MACHINE  in  good  working  "f*/; 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.’,  26,  Jarnilt  -I r. vet, 

MAGNETOS.— AH  types  promptly  repaired 
four  hours;  we  hold  a lore-'  steek  "I 
other  makes,  and  the  most  varied  stock  -I  n 
in  London;  special  terms  to  socicte 
tors.— J.  W.  COOK  and  Co..  101,  Hurnp.dca<l_n»C 
ton,  N.W.l.  Telephone  : Museum  3940.  H » 

" lnsiiiimgio  Kusroad,  London." 

OTORS  FOR  SALE.—"  Belsize  " VAN,  16 
imy  20  »«.;  van  body  M «*» 
for  bread  trays;  in  good  running  order  ,vli 
MOTOR  LURRY;  40  h.p.;  4-tonncr;  19OT 
new;  may  be  inspected  at  the  86«ety  s 

street.  Wigan.— Offers  to  be  addr&^ed  I"  th 

Wigan  nnd  District  Equitable  Co-operative  - 
Stondistigute,  Wigan. 


TWO  “ Burroughs  " ADDING  MACTIL' 
I’OSAL;  9 columns;  suitable  ter 
system.  Also  1 DUPLEX  DOUBLE  SI  II  we  „ 
CARRIAGE  SEMI-AUTOMATIC  CROSS  , 
MACHINE;  all  in  thorough  working  order 


U 


f 7 ANTED,  PORTABLE  0VK> 
or  approx.  60  2-lb.  hiav''- 
all  fuel  led. 


suck  size,— — - ■ nili 

WURKING  A 44-11'  'C KS  WEEK  | N 1 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  C'ht-  ^ 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Condition*- 
Prices.  Established  loo'- 
T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  I o' 

ANTED,  nil  Co-operators  when  in  io 

at  tlio  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operaitv 
Restaurai.t. 

Quality  Is  Right.  Prices  are  Bight- 

Note  the  Address:  -ALBION  . STREET- 


CHESTER.  2t3rssi&^ 

Parlies  riot  exceeding  90  entered  lor  Lun- ^ 

and  Teas  at  the  . 

C8-0PEBATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOBECAT!  | 

Ter  on  on  application- 


u. 
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M.Y  f.  >« 


FULL  of 

ENERGY ! 


Ho\^  I S 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Bakci  Bakes  it* 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEIlOPE 

Brand. 


iiiie-s:  SPEROPF.  BOOT 
LTD..  BAIlWELL.  ne; 


MANUFACTURERS 
r HINCKLEY. 


MAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Prioe. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  this  braud. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


HI 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPERATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  quality 

• and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FSELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dftto 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  ’’Eccles,”  "Climax."  and  other  Chock  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX" 
System : No'-Pojting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastlo-on-Tyhe; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Joseph  Balter  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


FOB  - 


DOUGH  KNEHDERS. 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

Ttlegrami : Ttleahone  : 

PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH.  301  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE,  KINCSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


Davie  Thtmson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


* 0 a 


i ■ e — V>6e  Reliable  Jiome  &)ye$.  — a 

DRUMMER 

O in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

JL  * — bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE.— EDGES,  BOLTON. 

1 1 1 Makers  of  Edges’  "ZDolly  ZBlue”  $ "Wholly  Qream. 


A CONFI 


(NET 


HT 


A SPECIAL 

cheap  Line. 

oi  lliiofliit 

T.H,  TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 


ESTAOLI3HBD  1887- 


t ’W  BOyS 
} . Sriixrt : Reliable.  1 
i, K,1  Best  Value 

; by  the  ^ 

Crompton.  Boor  AWiktss, 

I&  II  VicAs.DwKrow/i. 


H 


GIk  Meal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  GranJrellcs,  Flannelctt.', 
Silesias,  Linenctles,  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Linings ; 
also  of  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Office  : G,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHF.TH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  pear  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culchet'n  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Cboquist. 

Billiards.  Near  to  Kenyon  Goll  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 
Telephone  323  Leigh. 
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1 dS/f  AT  YOUR  STORE  FOR  THESE  FAVOURITE  BRANDS  OF  BUTTER.  = 


e.  w.  s. 


BRISLINGT0N 

BUTTER 


SPECIAL  BRANDS. 

“AVONDALE” 
“DAISYMEAD  ” 
“MAYFLOWER” 
“ FRIARY” 


hiss'll!;: 


w ‘BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Healtk.SaW,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gin|erette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals. 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract 

All  these  Hues  are  equal  fo'any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands.  , 

MANUFACTURED  BV 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

.Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  & 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  B'*“d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  ^Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire.  £ 


Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  ose.  Boot-Closing' 
Twist.  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  &c.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops, 'Skirt  Belting,  and  other  TrlmmingB 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoos 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade’  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS,  W°Leicenstor'1’ 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  teSf 


Cloths 


can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhoute  Hills,  HUDDE8SFIELD. 

Sole  Agents:  Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOftlA  (RegdL) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cioths, 
Shirtiugs,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


“ fjto  1 about  to  be  married ’ couples,  eco- 
A uoniy  in  house  furnishing.  Use  Pel  ft  w 
Polish  for  Co-operative  Boots  and  save  buy- 


“ A Wise  Woman  knows  that'  quality 
pays,  and  that  C.W.S.  Jam  classes 
itself  above  all  rivals.  Nothing  but  pure 
Refined  Sugar  and  the  Finest  Selected 
Whole  Fruits  are  used,  and  prepared  under 
Ideal  conditions.  That  is  C.W.S.  Jam — 
Sold  at  your  Stores.  Try  it — others  do — 
why  not  you?” 

/ 1 \\T  G JAMS  everywhere  create 
V • v?  .kj.  widespread  satisfaction. 
Why?  Because  being  manufactured  from 
the  choicest  Selected  Fruit  and  Finest  Sugar 
obtainable,  they  possess  a distinct  delicacy 
cf  flavour  which  has  gained  for  them  a 
place  in  the  highest  rank  of  public  opinion  ! 
This  is  the  Secret  of  their  Irresistible  Charm 
and  Immense  Popularity.” 


ihIm  iiTi?iafo'^00t^ 

*$£5^  CriaPiTY 

£ Journal  of  Associated  Industry 
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Pastimes  ate  Catered  for  by 

C.W.S.  Sports  Departmsiit 

Thoroughly  Comprehensive. 


IW  ASK  FOR 

CRUMPSALL  BISCUITS 

They  are  “IT” 


OF 


■REAL 

FRUIT 


FEDERATION 

Motor  Cycle 


is  a reliable  road-user. 


EASE 
with  Fit. 


USE  THE 


THE  QUALITY  LINE 


; Silver 
Seal 

MARGARINE 


PELAW  POLISH 

1 BEST  lor  Bools. 

THE  SHOE-SHINE 


DELIGHT  IK 


SECURE  HEALTH 
and  PRIDE. 


ARE  YOU  A 
r SMOKER 


FOR 

THESE 

DAYS 


at  your  Store, 
15th  of  each  month 


HERRINGS 

IN 

TOMATO. 


iUMET 


"l*“  *14  »»  “•  S««W1L  OMHUim  tnwH  boob,  Luuroi.  u lew  M.nB,a...  LLkr.-Ui^.  j„i,  sn.,  ns. 


F 

C00PS-1A1 


^ r ' . 

c.<?  a' 
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0(JK  COMPLETE  STORY. — See  Page  10. 


STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  of 

c.w.s. 

BISCUITS. 


No.  2,668.  No.  168.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  Judy  15,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper, 


LUBRICATING  OILS 


FOR 

MOTOR  VEHICLES.' 
GAS  ENGINES. 
MACHINERY. 
DYNAMOS, 

SEWING  MACHINES. 

&c..  from  the 


IRLAM  WORKS  OF  THE  C.W.S. 


ALWAYS  ASK  FOR 


C.W.S.  Lubricating  Oils. 

These  should  be  used  in 

Every  Co-operative  Works. 


HOLIDAY  RISKS 

should  be  considered,  for 

Burglars  Get  Busy  in  the 
Summer. 

Arc.  you  insured  against 
losses  caused  by  those  who 
Break  through  and  steal  ? 

□ 

By  taking  out  a Burglary 
Insurance  Policy  with  the 
Co-operative  I nsurance 
Society  Limited  you 

ADD  TO  THE  RESTFUL  FEELING 
OF  YOUR  HOLIDAY. 

□ 

Apply  for  f I C 
particular*  to  !•  »Jt 

109,  Corporation  St.,  MANCHESTER, 
or  59,  Morrison  St.,  GLASGOW. 

Tbe  local  C.I.S.  Agent  will  help  you. 


STICKS — 'TIS  GLUE 

A Sp«iJ  Soluble  Glue  which  dissolves  readily  in  hot 
v-ater— ,k>  Weeping  requited—  is  prepared  at  the  C.W.S. 
Glue  Worts,  PontHract. 

Soto  in  Small  Cakes  at  all  Cooperative  Stows. 


LABOUR  AND  CO-OPERATION. 


THE  PRESS  CONTROVERSY. 


MR.  RAMSAY  MACDONALD'S  VIEWS. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL. COMMISSIONER. 


_Thb  editor  of  the  “ Socialist  Review  ” 
(Mr.  Ham  say  Macdonald)  bus  smhe  iutei£Sth 
iug  observations  on  the  Labour  press  and 
the  Co-operative  press  in  tbe  July  issue. 

Ho  -Attributes  the  misfortunes  of  the 
“ Daily  Herald  ” to  the  fact  that  “ Labour 
does  not  support  loyally  its  own  papers." 
That  is  what  the  "Co-operative  News 
said  when  the  difficulties  of.  the  " Repaid  ” 
were  first  announced.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  as  to  that  being  the  root  of  the 
trouble,  although  the  great  newspaper 
purchasing  power  of  the  Labourists  and 
trade  unionists  has  been  held  out  as  an 
argument  for  bringing  the  co-operative 
movement  into  .the  combination. 

The  editor  pictures  as  the  need  of  the 
Labour  movement,  " a great  paper  . . . 

accurate  in  its  news,  distinguished  in  its 
opinions,  first-rate  in  its  literature,  atten- 
tive to  all  the  interests  of  its  national 
readers  ” ; but  lie  believes  such  a paper 
must  be  subsidised. 

^■He  regrets  the  decision  of\he  Co-opera- 
tive Congress  at  Brighton,  which  is  natural 
enough ; but  he  is  surely  indiscreet  when 
he  writes  of  the  movement’s  decision  "to 
. refuse  siippotg  to  the  Labour  Press,  and  to 
continue  to  nurse  the  myth  that  it  can 
create  one  of  its  own." 
r,  It  is  ' re m. art rdj t members. of  the 
Labour  Partyi  and  even  some  co-operators 
more  or  less  identified  with  the  Labour 
Party,  should  be  so  satisfied  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  the  co-operative  movement 
to  own  a daily  paper.  "The  co-operative 
movement  alone,”  we  are  told  in  this  note, 
" can  never  provide  the  atmosphere  and 
the  interest  required  for  a daily  paper.” 

Siicli  a statement  is  based  upon  a narrow 
conception  of  what  the  co-operative  move- 
ment is  and  what  it  aspires  to  become. 
Judged  by  the  mere  number  o<f  heads  it 
represents,  the  movement,  decade  by 
decade,  hns  been  growing  at  a rapid  rate, 
always  at  a rate  considerably  in  excess  of 
the  population.  The  last  census  returns 
showed  the  increase  in  population  for 
Scotland  to  have  been  2.5  per  cent,  for  the 
decade;  but  the  increase  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  co-operative  movement  was 
66.15  per  cent.,  and  while  the  population 
in  England  and  Wales  increased  by  4.05 
per  cent,  over  the  same  period,  the  increase 
in  co-operative  membership  was  71.32  per 
cent. 

These  figures  surely  spell  expansion  in  a 
movement  already  counting  more  than 
four-and-a-half  million  members,  whose 
households  link  up  nearly  a quarter  of  the 
population.  The  movement  has  been  ex- 
panding in  interest  as  well  11&  iu  members, 
and  as  the  interests  of  the  masses  expand 
so  must  the  interests  of  the  movement. 
" To  rearrange  the  powers  of  distribution, 
production,  education,  and  government.” 
What  human  interest  lies  outside  the 
scope  of  that  charter?  The  Co-operative 
Union,  whose  Congress  gave  the  decision 
Mr.  Macdonald  regrets,  proclaims  its  first 
object  to  be  the  establishment  of  a Co- 
operative Commonwealth.  The  movement 
has  enormous  sums  of  voluntarily  sub- 
scribed money  used  to  capitalise  factories, 
warehouses,  shops,  fields,  ships,  wharves, 
rolling  stock,  road  transport  facilities,  and 
even  a coal  mine,  and  its  trade  is  at  least 
considerable. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  a movement  so 
extensive,  with  the  purposes  in  view  that 
have  been  set  forth  above,  and  with  a solid 
and  substantial  stake  in  this  country,  " can 
NEVER  provide  the  atmosphere  and-  the 
interest  required  for  a daily  paper." 

It  also  seems  extravagant  to  say  that 
"from  the  poiut  of  view  of  public  opinion, 


the  ‘ Co-operative  News’  and  the  ‘ Scottish 
Co-operator,’  admirable  organs  of  co-opera- 
tion though  they  be,  count  for  nothing,  anil 
in  the  nature  of  things  can  count  for 
little."  If  that  means  that  these  papers 
have  no  influence  on  public  opinion,  it 
eanuot  be  true,  and  we  do  not  believe  Mr. 
Macdonald  writes  in  that  6ense.  If  it 
means  simply  that  there  is  a great  mass 
of  the  public  that  does  not  see  these  organs, 
and  does  not  want  to  see  them,  it  is  quite 
true;  but  it  is  also  true  of  other  organs, 
which,  nevertheless,  mould  public  opinion 
as  tbe  co-operative  organs  do. 

There  is  nothing  impossible  for  the  co- 
operative movement  that  is  possible  for 
any  other  ■ movement and  much  that  it  is 
impossible  for  other  movements  to  attempt 
comes  not  only  within  the’  realm,  of  eg* 
operative  possibilities,  but  within  the 
sphere  of  cg-operative-  duty.  What  it  is 
possible  for  the  cg-operativo  movement  to 
attempt  depends  almost  entirely  upon  tlfe 
will  of  the  members.  It  would  bepartu-u- 
larly  interesting  to.  learn  how  it  has* come 
about  that,  since  the  " Daily  Herald  ” 
found  it  necessary  to  appeal  to  the  co- 
operative movement  for  financial  help,  f^o 
many  engaged  in  the  propagation  of  collec- 
tivist ideas  have  become,  convinced  tluit  the 
c<*M>pei'utive  movement — the  greatest  Yind 
most  successful  practical  exponent  of  col- 
lectivism— cannot  ever  be  capable  of  owning 
R successful  daily  paper. 


CO-OPERATIVE 

MEMORIES. 

By  JAMES  DEANS. 


An  interesting  little  volume 
of  reminiscences  by  one  of 
our  oldest  and  most  versatile 
propagandists,  which  every 
: co-operator  should  read.  : 

Foreword  by  Sir  William 
: : : MaxwelL  : ; 


Published  by  the 

NATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE  PUBLISHING 
SOCIETY  LIMITED 

One  Shilling  Net. 


C.W.S.  ELECTIONS. 

One  or  two  errors  crept  into  the  tabu- 
lated table  of  tbe  C.W.S.  election  results 
(Manchester  district  candidates)  lust  week. 
The  errors  referred  to  the  votes  given  in 
the  Manchester  district,  but  in  each  case 
the  total  vc  .•  over  the  three  districts 
(Manchester.  : ondon,  and  Newcastle)  was 
correctly  give  . 


The  Industr  I Court  has  decided  upon  a 
reduction  of  If  . Gtl.  per  week  in  the  wages 
of  printers.  'Jii.-  reduction  is  to  be  effected 
by  instalments,  and  the  hist  cut  will  take 
place  iu  January  next. 


MINISTER’S  FAIRY 

TALE 

WHY  THE  EMBARGO  STANDS 

IS  IT  DUPLICITY? 

WRITE  TO  YOUR  II  P.  ABOUT  IT. 

[Special.] 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
was  a member  of  a deputation  which  waited 
upon  Sir  Arthur  Grijfith-Bfcscaweh, , on 
Friday  last,  to  pre;,s  further  the  duty  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  tlfe  removal  of 
the  Canadian  cattle  embargo.  The  deputa- 
tion also  included  representatives  of  a 
number  of  provincial  cities- and  consumers’ 
associations. 

The  deputation  impressed  upon  Sir  Arthur 
(the  Minister  of  Agriculture)  the  need  for 
honouring  the  solemn  and  specific  pledge 
given  to  the  Colonial  representative^  ,at  the 
Imperial  Conference  in  1017,  over  which 
Lord  Long  presided,  his  lordship  then  being 
Colonial  Secretary.  A few  days  l>efore  bust 
week’s  deputation  waited  upon  Sir  Arthur, 
Lord  Long,  who  had  remained  silent  on  the 
subject  since  the  Imperial  Conference, 
.definitely  agreed  tluit  a pledge  was  given  to 
the  Colonies  that  the  embargo  would  be 
removed. 

Sir  Arthur,  who  hn4  adopted  a stone-wall 
attitude  on  this  question  in  spite  of  the 
lesson  taught  him  at  Dudley,  declared  tluit 
the  White  Paper  which  contained  the' record 
of  the  pledge  did  not  explain  all.  Aitjord- 
Liug.to  his  view,  a.s  exfSnossed  to  the  deputa- 
tion, when  that  pledge  was  given  it  was 
feared  by  the  Government  that  there  would 
be  a serious  shortage  of  meat  supplies  winch 
would  involve  a serious  reduction  of  our  own 
herds,  and  that  their  replenishment  from 
abroad  would  lie  necessary.  The  expected 
shortage  had  not  been  experienced,  and  the 
.embargo  must  remain. 

That  is  the  Ministry’s  explanation,  aDd  Sir 
Arthur  said  he  would  now  be  betraying  his 
trust  as  Minister  of  Agriculture  if  he  did  not 
speak  and  vote  against  the  removal  of  the 
embargo. 

The  long  and  short  of  that  explanation  is 
tluit  a pledge  given  to  our  Colonies  is  not 
to  be  honoured  because  it  dees  not  suit  the 
vested  interests.  There  was  no  qualification 
given  in  the  pledge.  The  White  Paper  was 
issued  for  the  information  of  the  public.  If 
it  was  issued  while  a special  reservation  was 
held  up  the  sleeves  of  the  Ministers,  then  the 
White  Paper  could  serve  no  purpose  but  to 
delude  the  public  intended  to  read  it,  and 
the  statements  now  made  by  way  of  explain* 
ing  the  Government’s  defection  is  a shameful 
confession  of  duplicity  which  the  entire 
electorate  ought  to  resent. 

The  forces  in  support  of  the  demand  f ra- 
the withdrawal  of  the  embargo  are  rapidly 
mobilising,  and  as  the  question  of  removing 
or  maintaining  the  embargo  is  expected  to 
come  before  Parliament  on  July  '24th,  every 
oo-operative  society  should  bring  its  pressure 
to  boar  on  the  members  whom  co-operative 
votes  can  influence — and  the  members  who 
are  exempt  from  that  influence  are  remark- 
ably few. 

The  Government,  it  is  true,  are  leaving 
the  embargo  an  open  question,  which  only 
means  that  the  Government  Whips  will  not 
bo  put  ou  at  the  divi-ion  on  July  24th.  The 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  however,  is  deter- 
mined to  speak  on  the  subject.  Hie 
probability  is  that  some  of  the  other 
Ministers  will  do  the  same.  If  the  House 
declares  for  the  removal  of  the  embargo  it 
will  be  up  to  the  Minister  tJ  Agriculture  to 
resign  his  seat  in  tbe  Onbiuet,  and  tJiat 
would  precipitate  such  another  disturbance 
as  the  Government  is  anxious  to  avoid. 


In  error,  the  name  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Henson 
was  included  among  the  members  of  the 
Co-operative  Party  executive  committee, 
published  last  week,  instead  of  Mr.  T. 
Henderson  (Glasgow). 
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° A Business  Man's  Notebook. 

By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


PREPARING  FOR  THE  GENERAL 

ELECTION. 

WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 


The  German  Position. 

The  position  of  Germany  is  extremely  com- 
plicated. As  1 mentioned  last  week,  side  by 
side  with  a great  deal  of  activity  in  the  shape 
of  public  works,  there  is  proceeding  a complete 
financial  collapse,  caused  principally  by  the 
impossible  demands  ou  Germany  for  repara- 
tions. which  involves  her  printing  millions  of 
notes  and  selling  them  abroad  for  what  they 
will  fetch  in  the  foreign  currencies  Germany 
has  to  deliver  to  the  Allies.  How  sonyj  of 
the  reparations  have  resulted  in  building  up 
German  industry  is  shown  by  the  development 
of  the  manufacture  of  railway  rolling  stock 
in  that  country.  Germany  had  to  deliver  to 
Franco  5,000  locomotives  and  150,000  goods’ 
trucks.  Realising  the  absolute  necessity  of 
making  good  this  depletion,  the  German 
Government  at  once  gave  the  necessary  orders, 
and  German  manufacturers  laid  themselves 
out  to  make  locomotives  and  wagons  on  an 
enormous  scale,  Krupps  among  others  changing 
over  to  the  manufacture  of  these  articles. 
As  a result,  not  only  has  that  industry  been 
fully  occupied,  and  the  German  railways  are 
now  better  equipped  with  locomotives  and 
goods  wagons  than  ever  before,  but,  the  in- 
dustry manufacturing  on  such  a large  scale, 
is  able  to  beat  all  competition  and  is  securing 
big  orders  from  different  parts  of  the  world. 

I noticed,  by  the  way,  on  the  German  railways, 
that  in  the  construction  of  their  new  trucks 
they  scorn  to  have  gono  in  largely  for  steel. 
%Vlnlc,  however,  isolated  German  industries 
have  benefited  and  allied  industries  have 
suffered  by  the  absurd  provisions  of  the  Ver- 
sailles Treaty,  Germany,  as  a whole,  is  smash- 
ing up.  economically,  and  the  effects  will  bo 
very  serious  to  the  wholo  of  Europe. 

Plait  Brothers  and  Company. 

Wherever,  throughout  the  world  cotton  is 
spun  and  wovon,  Uie  name  of  Platt  Brothers 
is  known  as  the  makers  of  machinery,  but  it 
is  only  when  such  a concern  issues  a public 
prospectus,  that  one  learns  of  its  many  ramifi- 
cations. Last  weok,  tho  company  offered  for 
sale  £534,000  of  7 per  cent,  preference  shares 
at  par,  and  £1,602,000  of  ordinary  shares  at 
43s.  per  20s.  6hare.  In  tho  prospectus,  it  is 
Btatcd  that  tho  business  was  founded  in  1821, 
that  the  works  cover  an  area  of  over  sixty 
acres,  that  the  company  possesses  its  own 
collieries  (all  within  four  miles  of  the  works), 
and  that  the  number  of  employees  is  12,000. 
The  company  has  an  enormous  foreign  trade, 
and  when  the  war  broke  out,  no  less  than  four- 
fifths  of  all  the  cotton  spinning  machinery  in 
Japan,  for  instance,  was  Platts.  The  chair- 
man mentions  that  one  of  the  company's 
principal  markets,  prior  to  the  war,  was  Russia. 
The  net  profits  for  the  past  five  years  average 
£611,460,  and  the  company  had  reserves  of 
about  one-and-a-half  millions,  out  of  whioh 
it  is  taking  £618,360  to  give  one  new  7 per  cent, 
preference  share  as  a bonus  in  respect  of  every 
three  ordinary  shares  now  held.  Tho  chair- 
man is  able  to  make  the  satisfactory  announce- 
ment that  orders  in  hand  are  sufficient  to  keep 
the  works  employed  for  two  years*  so  that  here 
is  one  British  industry  which  appears  to  be  . 
prosperous. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

This  iB  one  of  the  good  old  ohaitered  com- 
panies, it  having  been  incorporated  in  the  year 
1670.  It  originally  owned  tracts  of  land  in 
North  America,  but  in  1870  surrendered  its 
territorial  rights  to  the  Government,  receiving 
as  Compensation  £300,000  and  also  the  right 
to  select  various  blocks  of  land.  The  company 
is  therefore  still  able  to  carry  on  land  sales, 
but  in  addition,  it  traps  fur-bcaring  animals 
and  runs  quite  a big  store  business,  its  depot 
being  often  the  only  place  for  miles  at  which 
articles  can  be  bought,  for  it  has  penetrated 
right  in  to  tho  wilds  of  tho  Canadian  North- 
West  where  it  has  something  like  200  posts. 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  "‘General  Court,” 
as  so  old-established  a corporation  calls  it, 
tho  governor  (they  have  nothing  so  vulgar  as 
a chairman)  stated  that'  the  fur  trade  profit 
for  the  year  amounted  to  £237,082,  as  com- 
pared with  a loss  of  £S4,086  in  the  previous 
year.  The  total  profit  was  £450,000,  as  against 
£300,000,  and  the  net  result  was  that  the 
directors  declared  a dividend  of  35  per  cent, 
out  of  trading,  and  one  of  10  per  cent.,  free 
of  inoome  tax,  from  sales  of  land,  results 
which  tho  Governpr  hoped  that  “ the  share- 
holders would  consider  satisfactory.”  He 
stated  that  if  they  had  been  dependent  upoh 
tho  results  of  their  stores  alone  for  tho  period 
ustfer  \\;ould  liav<y  ^ on 


trading.  Tho  present  crop  looked  promising, 
and  he  thought  that  conditions  would  improve 
in  Canada.  Tho  company  now  possesses  four 
up-to-date  steamers.  The  Governor  mentioned 
a strange  venture  of  tho  company.  Acting 
on  tho  suggestion  of  tho  explorer,  Vilhyalraur 
Stefansson,  the  company  is  carrying  out  a 
scheme  to  introduce  reindeer  into  Baffin  Land, 
the  southern  half  of  wliich  has  been  leased  from 
the  Dominion  Government  free  of  charge  for 
fifteen  years  and  at  a nominal  rental  there- 
after. Reindeer  to  the  number  of  550,  accom- 
panied by  herders  from  Lapland,  their  families 
and  belongings,  were  transported  last  Autumn 
by  one  of  tho  company’s  steamers  from  Norway 
to  Baffin  Land.  What  the  idea  is  he  did  not 
explain,  merely  mentioning  that  tho  project 
had  the  active  support  of  tho  Government  of 
Canada,  and  that  its  success  was  largely  de- 
pendent upon  climatic  conditions,  but  it  is  to 
bo  supposed  that  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company 
sees  chances  of  profit  in  the  venture,  and  it 
certainly  does  not  look  as  though  age  had 
withered  the  enterprise  of  this  old  trading 
concern.  The  Hudson’s  Bay  Company  is  tho 
only  great  historical  chartered  company  which 
has  existed  right  up  to  modem  times  ; its 
full_t:tle  is  “ The  Governor  and  Company  of 
Adventurers  of  English  Trade  into  Hudson’s 
Bay,”  and  although  it  has  lost  many  of  its 
privileges,  it  still  trades  into  the  region  named 
and,  as  will  have  been  noticed  from  the  divi- 
dends mentioned  above,  trades  profitably. 
Miscellaneous. 

In  reading  through  foreign,  commercial,  and 
banking  reports,  I am  struck  by  the  fact  that 
in  most  markets  both  sugar  and  coffee  are 
reported  to  be  rising  in  price.  In  Rio  de 
Janeiro  both  these  commodities  show  big 
increases,  and  tho  same  holds  good  of  Havre. 
Heavy  rains  seem  to  be  pretty  universal, 
ranging  from  England  to  Argentina,  where 
floods  are  said  to  have  caused  considerable 
damage  to  crops.  Tho  official  June  report  on 
the  conditions  of  the  cotton  crop  in  the  United 
States  confirms  the  uneasiness  expressed  hero 
a few  weeks  ago,  the  forecast  for  1922  being 
only  about  11,000,000  bales,  whereas  the 
world’s  consumption  for  the  year  1921-22,  in 
spite  of  great  trade  depression,  is  estimated 
at  13,000,000  bales.  As  stocks  are  low,  these 
estimates,  if  realised,  will  mean  a shortage  of 
cotton,  and  higher  prices  for  that  article  and 
cotton  goods  generally.  The  traffic  returns 
for  tho  Port  of  Bristol  for  the  financial  year 
ended  April  last  show  records  in  the  imports 
of  grain,  petroleum,  and  bananas ; with 
843,000  tons  of  grain  landed  there  in  a twelve- 
month,  Bristol  now  accounts  for  one-tenth 
of  our  annual  imports  of  grain.  The  number 
of  bunches  of  bananas  landed  at  Bristol  during 
the  year  was  3,843,842,  as  compared  with 
2,941,616  during  the  last  twelve  months  prior 
to  the  war.  While  on  a motoring  tour  last 
week,  through  tho  counties  of  Gloucestershire, 
Wiltshire,  Herefordshire,  and  Monmouth- 
shire, I was  struck  by  the  prevalence  of  co- 
operative traffio  on  the  roads.  Lorries  be- 
longing to  tho  C.W.S.,  and  delivery  vans  of 
various  local  societies  were  far  and  away  the 
most  conspicuous  feature  of  the  traffic  en- 
countered every  day  except  during  week-ends. 
We  may  be  passing  through  depressed  times, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  so  far  as  external 
evidence  is  concerned,  the  co-operative  move- 
ment is  not  losing  ground  relatively  to  other 
concerns. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

candidate,  his  two  opponents  combined  bad 
1.951  more  votes  than  he  had.  That  is  the 
chief  danger  that  has  t<f*be  guarded  against. 
Co-operators  must  work  to  make  his 
position  absolutely  impervious  to  the 
massed  attack  of  both  parties,  which 
would  inevitably  come  if  at  the  last  moment 
ono  of  the  prospective  candidates  dis- 
appeared. There  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  Kettering  can  rise  to  such  a demand 
as  that.  Everybody  recollects  that  in  1918 
co-operative  candidates.  Labour  candidates, 
Liberal  candidates,  and  all  who  refused  to 
accept  the  coupon  badge  of  slavish  support 
of  the  Coalition  wont  down  like  grain 
before  the  sickle.  A constituency  which 
could  pile  up  over  10,000  votes  in  spite  of 
the  temper  and  passion  and  blindness  which 
infected  tho  whole  country  at  the  General 
Election  should  be  able  to  carry  their  can- 
didate to  success,  against  all  other  oppo- 
sition, at  a time  when  reason  is  beginning 
to  return  to  the  nation.  It  means  work, 
and  if  the  co-operators  work  in  this  con- 
stituency from  now  till  the  election  closes 
— whenever  ■ that  may  be,  and  it  may  not 
be  long — they  will  be  able  to  congratulate 
themselves  when  - the  next  results  are 
i declared.  , 


I.-KETTERING  : ITS  NEEDS  AND  PROSPECTS. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mii>-Northailptonshirb  is  the  full  title 
of  the  Parliamentary  division  which  in 
these  time-saving  days  is  preferably  called 
the  Kettering  Division.  Whatever  remains 
to  be  said  about  other  constituencies  to  be 
dealt  with  in  this  series,  Kettering  has  one 
proud  boust  particularly  its  own.  It  is 
the  only  constituency  which  has  given  the 
Co-operative  Party  a direct  voioe  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

The  Member. 

As  the  only  representative  of  the  Co- 
operative Party  in  Parliament,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Waterson  is  probably  the  hardest-worked 

M. P.  in  the  House.  He  has  not  only  to 
devote  his  attention  to  the  interests  of  his 
own  constituents  of  Mid-Northants,  but  he 
is  also  the  official  spokesman  in  the  House 
for  the  numerous  varied  interests  of  the 
movement. 

He  was  presented  to  the  electors  in  1918 
as  a man  of  the  people  with  an  excellent 
record  of  useful  co-operative,  trade  union, 
and  municipal  service.  He  was  secretary 
of  tho  Midland  District  Council  of  the 

N. U.R.,  representing  17,000  railwaymen, 


Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson, 
the  Co-operative  M.P. 


and  he  had  served  eight  years  as  a member 
of  the  Derby  Borough  Council.  His  per- 
sonal record  was  as  clean  as  Iris  public 
record  was  good,  and  the  “ free  and  inde- 
pendent ” electors,  as  distinct  from  the 

Earty  followers,  had  no  difficulty  in  putting 
im  at  the  head  of  the  poll  in  a three- 
cornered  election.  His  work  in  Parliament 
has  lost  him  none  of  the  friends  he  had  when 
he  was  elected;  it  lias  probably  gained  him 
many  more;  and  so  far  as  the  movement  is 
concerned,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  appreciative  references  to  his  usefulness 
which  have  appeared  in  the  reports  sub- 
mitted to  the  annual  Congress  by  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee  of  the  Co-operative 
Union.  The  tributes  paid  to  him  by  the 
Co-operative  Party’s  committee  in  their 
reports  might  also  be  cited  in  bis  favour, 
but  readers  might  regard  these  as  being 
less  impartial. 

Having  got  Mr.  Waterson  into  Parlia- 
ment, the  movement  wishes  to  keep  him 
there,  and  we  believe  the  majority  of  the 
electors  in  his  constituency  also  wish  to 
keep  him  there. 

The  Constituency. 

Mid-Northants  cannot  be  called  a com- 
pact constituency.  It  is  a county  division, 
one  of  five  into  which  Nortliants  is  cut  up. 
From  north  to  south  its  extremities  lie 
twenty-six  miles  apart,  and  from  east  to 
west  it  is  sixteen  miles  broad.  In  the  elec- 
toral area  there  are  no  fewer  than  ninety- 
two  parishes,  besides  several  tillages,  and 
the  urban  districts  of  Desborough  and  Roth- 
well  and  the  town  of  Kettering.  There  is 
need,  therefore,  for  a widespread  and  effec- 
tive organisation.  That  organisation  has 
been  built  up  on  the  foundation  of  the  eight 
co-operative  distributive  societies  of  Ket- 
tering, Desborough,  Rothwell,  Burton 
Latimer,  Brixworth,  Walgrave,  Harlestone, 
and  Brington.  There  are,  Icrsides,  nearly  ns 
many  productive  societies.  Kettering 
town,  for  example,  which  has  an  enterpris- 
ing and  successful  society  of  12,000  mem- 
bers, has  two  boot  and  shoe  producing 
societies,  a clothing  society,  and  a corset- 
making  society,  employing  together  1,500 
workers;  but  in  the  constituency  there  are 
also  two  big  C.W.S.  factories.  The  mem- 
bership of  the  distributive  societies  outside 
of  the  town  of  Kettering  may  be  reckoned 
at  about  6,000  in  the  aggregate,  as  most 
of  them  are  small  societies.  There  is, 
therefore,  a real  co-operative  ntiposphere 
about  the  place,  for  the  bulk  of  the  people 
derive  all  the  benefits  of  co-operative  dis- 
tribution. and  they  see  co-operation  engaged 
in  productive  enterprise  on  a fairly  large 
scale. 

The  town  of  Kettering  is  the  electoral 
power-station  of  the  constituency,  but  for 
purposes  of  organisation  the  whole  area  is 
constructed  on  a democratic  basis.  The 


normal  organisation  suggested  in  the  eun. 
stitution  of  the  Co-operative  Party  forms 
the  nucleus  of  the  scheme.  The  educate 
committees.  Women’s  Guilds,  the  Men's 
Guilds,  and  representatives  appointed  by 
the  members’  meetings  are  all  brought  into 
effective  directing  committees.  In  addition 
to  that,  anyone  who  will  accept  the  pro. 
gramme  and  policy  of  the  party  is  eligible 
to  become  attached  to  one  or  the  other  of 
the  district  electoral  councils  which  cover 
the  whole  of  the  constituencies.  There 
are  no  fewer  than  fourteen  district  councils 
which,  in  turn,  organise  village  councils, 
and  there  is  created  the  Divisional  Council 
on  which  the  village  and  district  councils 
are  represented,  with  full  democratic  powers 
in  the  selection  of  a candidate  (or  candi- 
dates in  the  case  of  elections  to  local 
bodies).  It  is  a tribute  to  the  representa- 
tive character  of  the  whole  organisation  in 
the  constituency  that  every  society  contri- 
butes its  financial  and  moral  support  to 
the  divisional  organisation,  except  two 
small  societies  which,  owing  to  circum- 
stances, have  to  content  themselves  with 
giving  their  moral  support  alone;  but  even 
that  is  better  than  financial  support  would 
be  without  moral  support.  Every  co-opern- 
tive  agency  in  the  constituency  Las  up  till 
now  placed  its  full  strength  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  party  both  for  propaganda  and 
for  actual  electioneering. 

The  local  party  has  entered  into  friendly 
arrangements  with  the  local  Labour  Party 
and  local  Trade  Union  organisations.  The 
three  bodies  have  a joint  committee,  and 
this  committee  arranges,  generally,  a 
scheme  of  propaganda  so  that  the  com- 
mittees of  the  three  organisations  will  not 
overlap  or  come  into  conflict,  even  in  tho 
matter  of  dates.  There  is  complete  co- 
operation between  them.  So  far  as  tho 
Divisional  Committee  is  concerned  it  is 
well  manned,  Mr.  H.  J.  Potter  and  Mr.  H. 
Taylor  being  the  joint  secretaries  of  tho 
Divisional  Committee.  In  addition,  how- 
ever, each  of  the  local  committees  has  its 
secretary,  who  acts  as  chief  organiser  in 
his  own  particular  district  or  village 
centre,  so  that  the  central  machinery  is  in 
excellent  going  order  and  lias  behind  it  a 
number  of  auxiliaries,  which,  it  is  hoped, 
will  nail  to  the  mast  at  the  next  election 
the  co-operative  flag  raised  over  Mid- 
Nortliants  at  the  last  election. 

There  is  one  tiling  wanted  particular1|f 
to  help  the  party  to  achieve  another 
triumph  in  the  division.  The  electoi 
declared  here  in  1918  that  they  were  tire 
of  the  make-believe  of  party  politics  which 
had  prevailed  up  till  then.  Their  trium- 
phant effort  in  the  election  was  a declara- 
tion for  a new  spirit  in  the  whole  political 
realm — a spirit  which  placed  human  life 
and  the  welfare  of  the  masses  above  the 
vested  interests  which  had  for  so  long 
dominated  their  whole  political  system. 
There  are  many  in  the  constituency  who 
agree  with  that  change,  and  who  will  vote 
for  Waterson  and  his  principles  now  ns 
they  did  at  the  last  opportunity,  but  their 
work  will  be  wanted  as  well  as  their  votes, 
and  without  any  further  delay  they  ought 
to  roll  in  to  the  district  councils  and  sign 
on  at  once  as  volunteers  who  will  place 
their  time  and  energy  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Representation  Council.  Waterson’s 
record  entitles  him  to  support  of  that  kind, 
and  the  co-operative  programme  also  should 
command  some  enthusiastic  support. 
Waterson’s  return  will  not  be  unchal- 
lenged. As  a matter  of  fact,  for  their  own 
reputation,  the  other  parties  dare  not 
allow  him  to  be  returned  unopposed.  Pros- 
pective candidates  are  already  wooing  the 
constituency.  One  is  a Coalition  Unionist, 
another  is  an  Independent  Liberal.  The 
mere  fact  of  their  being  candidate-  in 
opposition  to  the  Member  cfhosen  by  the 
organised  co-operators  of  Kettering  |S 
proof  positive  that  they  are  up  against  the 
movement,  and  it  is  very  probable  that 
each  will  devote  his  energies  chiefly  to  con- 
vincing the  shopkeepers  and  t lie  anti- 
co-operative  elements  of  the  community 
that  Waterson  must  be  given  his  walking- 
papers. 

What  Kettering  has  to  be  warned  about, 
particularly,  and  warned  about  now  rather 
than  later’  is  the  danger  of  being  too  con- 
fident that  what  was  done  before  will  cer- 
tainly be  done  again.  Wo  believe  it  win. 
from  what  we  have  seen  of  the  spirit  *n 
the  state  of  the  co-operative  organisation 
in  Kettering,  but  we  are  also  convince* 
that  Waterson  will  be  exposed  to  very 
great  danger  if  that  spirit  of  over-con  * 
deuce  asserts  itself  and  co-operators  ln  n ; 
numbers  feel  that  there  are  workers  en°uR. 
without  them.  In  1918,  Waterson  P°  - 
the  highest  number  of  votes  polled  by  » •. 
co-operative  candidate.  The  poll  resul 
as  follows : — 

A.  E.  Waterson  (Co-operative)  16.‘^ 

Capt.  Buxton  (Co.  Liberal)  ......  , 

Lieut. -General  Ferguson  (Nat. 

Party)  J-48J 

Electorate,  34,62-1 : women  voter--, 
13,747. 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  Mr. 
had  a majority  of  2,538  over  the  Coal 
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FIXED  RETAIL  PRICES. 

c.w.s.  DIRECTOR  SAYS  THEY  HAVE  COME  TO  STAY 

PRODUCTIVE  FACTORIES  BENEFIT. 


TRADE  BOARDS. 

DEPUTATION  TO  THE  MINISTER  OF  LABOUR. 

REPLY  NOT  VERY  HOPEFUL. 


Tiie  innovation  made  by  the  C.W.S.  some 
time  ago  of  fixing  the  retail  prices  of  certain 
goods  and  advertising  them,  has  been  so 
successful  tliat  even  the  most;  sanguine 
expectations  have  gone  by  the  beard.  Below 
Mr.  T.  J.  Henson  (chairman,  of  the  Man- 
' Chester  section  of  the  C.W.S.  drapery  com- 
mittee) expresses  his  opinions  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  gives  seme  illuminating  informa- 
tion in  respect  to  the  experiences  of  his 
committee. 


An  Encouraging  Experience. 

Undoubtedly  fixed  retail  prices  have  come 
t0  &tay,  said  Mr.  Henson.  At  the  scries  of 
meetings  we  held  during  the  early  p=art  of 
the  slump,  when  we  consulted  societies’  re- 
presentative® in  regard  to  keeping  what 
trade  there  was,  a great  deal  of  fear  was 
expressed  about,  these  fixed  prices. 

Our  experience  since  we  inaugurated  them 
has  proved  conclusively  that  the  members 
of  societies  are  suited,  and  that  the  fears 
expressed  by  managers  of  distributive  socie- 
ties have  been  entirely  without  foundation. 
Moreover,  it  has  been  the  means  of  getting 
an  immense  amount  of  trade  into  the  move- 
ment that  would  have  gone  outside. 

We  have  never  advertised  a thing  that 
has  not  been  sold  out  in  less  time  than  we 
anticipated.  Sometimes  within  a week  of 
the  appearance  of  Ihe  advertisement,  the 
article  lias  been  sold  and  over-sold,  so  far  as 
the  number  we  can  produce  is  concerned. 


An  Innovation  and  Its  Success. 

We  feel,  apart  from  societies  themselves, 
that  we  ought  to  get  into  closer  touch  with 
managers  and.  buyers,  and  we  have  taken  a 
step  never  previously  taken.  iVe  invited 
the  National  Managera’  Association  to  send 
representatives  to  meet  the  drapery  com- 
mittee. We  had  a free  and  frank  discussion, 
and  eventually  asked  them  to  appoint  four 
of  their  members,  representing  the  whole  of 
the  country  for  boots,  tp  consult  with  us. 

When  we  have  an  article  to  sell  at  a fixed 
letail  price,  we  call  these  men  together. 
They  consult  with  their  own  men — depart- 
mental and  factory  managers— as  to  the 
article  itself,  and  its  suitability  for  the  pur- 
pose for  wjiich  it  is  intended.  If  they  have 
any  suggestions  to  make  we  consider  them. 
They  then  consider  the  amount  of  profit  that 
should  be  put  on  the  “cut”  article.  (All 
these  lines  are  at  “cut”  prices).  So  suc- 
cessful have  these  meetings  been  that  these 
men  are  now  suggesting  new  lines  of  goods 
for  fixed  prices. 

We  have  also  decided  that  when  the  new 
Season’s  goods  are  ready,  and  before  they 
are  approved  or  prtoceeded  with,  these  men 
shall  be  consulted,  as  representing  the 
retail  side  of  the  movement.  If  they  havo 

anything  to  suggest,  full  .consideration  jg 

given  to  their  views. 

This  procedure  is  typical  of  what  is  going 
on  in  connection  with  drapery  as  well  as 
bools. 

Now  wo  Imre  had  a meeting  with  the 
Furnisliing  Managers’  Association,  and  we 
are  endeavouring  to  put  an  the  market  a 
cheap  bedroom  suite  and  an  upholstered 
suite. 

Members  Satisfied. 

There  are  undoubtedly  great  possibilities 
in  the  scheme,  continued  Mir.  Henson.  We 
have  never  had  a meeting  yet  that  has  not 
shown  that  the  fixed  retail  prices  meet  with 
the  hearty  approval  of  members  of  societies. 
They  see  an  article  advertised  in  the 
“News,”  “Woman's  Outlook,”  the  “Pro- 
curer,” or  the  “ Wheabsheaf,”  and  they  ask 
for  it  at  the  store.  If  tli©  manager  1ms  not 
fi°t  it,  lie  lias  to  go  along  to  the  C.W.S. 
Ihe  result  is  that  we  have  more  applications 
than  we  can  deal  with. 


Getting  People  in  the  Shops. 
Although  we  do  not  want  to  deal  with 
everything,  wo  do  want  to  push  a certain 
number  of  articles  with  the  idea  of  getting 
P^ple  into  the  shops. 

We  Itave  a number  of  letters  from  mana- 
gers, who  say  they  have  been  able  to  sell 
m°re  than  a hundred  better  quality  suits 
through  having  people  in  the  shops  to 
'nQuire  about  the  advertised  cheap  lines, 
'ey  have  shown  a selection,  and  in  the  end 
10  customers  have  decided  to  buy  a suit  of 
"Piter:  quality,. 

The  scheme  gives  us  an  opportunity  of 
'"Peting  with  the  multiple  shops,  who 


push  certain  “cut”  linos.  It  lias  met 
with  great  approval,  and  is  likely  to  be 
extended. 

More  Work  for  C.W.S.  Factories. 

Discussing  the  effects  of  the  system  of 
fixed  prioeg  in  the  C.W.S.  factories,  Mr. 
Henson  said  that  in  regard  to  the  10s.  6d. 
and  12s.  9d.  boots  produced  at  Leicester, 

we  set  out  with  the  idea  that  6,000  pairs  a 
week  of  these  two  lines  would  meet  the 
demand.  As  a matter  of  fact,  we  cannot 
produce  the  boots  fast  enough,  and  we  dare 
not  push  them  now. 

The  diffic  ulty  is  in  the  dosing  department. 
Wo  cannot  get  girls.  They  left  the  business 
or  got  married,  and  there  were  no  learners 
during  the  war.  This  department  regulates 
the  output  of  the  factory,  and  although  wo 
are  working  the  full  amount  of  overtime 
allowed  by  the  trade  union — ten  hows  a 
week — we  aro  not  able  to  overtake  the 
demand.  Another  difficulty  is  in'regard  to 
lasts.  These  are  very  expensive,  and  the 
makers  are  very  busy. 

At  Rushden  boot  works  they  were  work- 
ing short-time  until  they  brought  out  a boot 
at  a fixed  retail  price.  They  are  now  going 
ahead  as  bard  as  they  con  go  on  full-time, 
and  employing  all  the  labour  they  can  get. 
Yet  they  are  behind  with  orders.  This  is 
almost  wholly  due  to  the  issue  of  a fixed 
price  boot. 

A similar  instance  is  provided  at  the 
Leeds  bdbt  factory.  A boot  at  the  fixed 
retail  price  of  16b.  Gd.  was  produc’d  on  the 
suggestion  of  a .retail  society’s  buyer. 
This  was  the  first  fixed  price  bclot  produced 
at  Leedc.  I&  has  been  so  successful  that 
there  are  still  40,000  pairs  on  order. 

Birmingham  Blouses. 

Similar  results  I tare  been  ncliieved  at  the 
Birmingham  blouse  factory.  We  had  a 
quantity  of  Jap  silk,  and  we  started  to  make 
1,000  doy.en_  blouses  at  a fixed  retail  price. 

We  sold  them  in  a week,  and  we  could 
have  sold  three  times  the  number  if  we  had 
had  the  material. 

These  are  examples  of  wliat  has  happened 
in  regard  to  certain  goods,  but  the  experi- 
ence applies  equally  to  suits,  shirts, 
blankets,  men’s  overalls,  and  several  other 
articles. 

Our  overalls  should  especially  appeal  to 
co-operators,  seeing  that  the  cloth  is  woven 
and  dyed  at  the  Hebden  Bridge  factory, 
and  tile  jackets  are  manufactured  by  our- 
selves at  Sheffield.  No  other  firm  in  the 
country,  so  far  as  wo  know,  have  the  same 
facilities  for  turning  out  these  overalls  as 
we  have. 

The  drapery  committee  intends  to  hold 
a number  of  sales  of  seasonable  articles 
between  early  autumn  and  next  March, 
and  the  departments  and  works  aro  now 
busy  making  the  necessary  preparations. 
The  reoent  corset  sale  was  so  successful 
that  it  has  been  decided  to  have  another 
very  shortly. 

Women’s  Guild  Support. 

We  have  reoeived  a resolution  passed  at 
tlie  \Vomen's  Guild  Congress,  remarked  Mr. 
Henson,  approving  of  the  principle  of  fixed 
retail  prices,  and  asking  for  an  extension  of 
the  principle.  We  are  enlisting  the  help 
and  assistance  of  the  Women’s  Guilds,  and 
appealing  to  them  to  go  to  the  stores  and 
ask  for  the  articles  we  are  making. 

Finally,  Mr.  Henson  stated  tliat  there  was 
an  encouraging  improvement  in  the  trade  of 
the  C.W.S.  for  the  last  three  months  of  the 
past  half-year,  and  the  outlook  generally 
was  more  hopeful. 

AT  THE  C.W.S.  MEETING. 

Mr.  Tapping  (Derby),  at  the  Wholesale 
Society’s  meeting  in  Manchester  on  Satur- 
day, raised  the  question  of  fixed  prices, 
saying  there  was  no  doubt  it  had  been  to 
the  advantage  of  certain  societies  to  be 
able  to  get  lines  which  the  Wholesale  could 
advertise  in  a national  way.  This  adver- 
tising was  not  altogether  a Wasteful  pro- 
cedure, because  it  brought  before  members 
articles  which  they  did  not  know  existed 
at  certain  prices,  and  in  that  way  should 
benefit  the  retail  society  and  the  C.W.S. 
productive  works.  He  know  this  policy 
might  be  resented  in  some  quarters,  out  if 
followed  in  a very  careful  mauner  it  was 
likely  to  remove  many  of  the  decreases. 

Mr.  Wilkins  (director)  said 

they  had  already  had  some  experience 

of  fixed  prices,  and  the  results  had  been 

delightful. 

Taking  the  Ruehden  boot  and  shoe  factory 
as  an  instance,  he  said  it  was  only  working 
n third  of  its  time  for  the  first  • three 
months  of  the  year,  but  the  manufacture 
of  the  guinea  boot  soon  put  the  works  on 
full-time  and  even  overtime. 


A deputation  waited  on  Dr.  T.  J. 
Macnamara,  the  Minister  of  Labour,  from 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Co- 
operative Congress  at  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  Tuesday,  July  4th,  respecting  the 
recommendations  of  the  Cave  Committee  on 
Trade  Boards.  There  were  present  Messrs. 
A.  E.  Wnterson,  M.P.,  R.  R.  Chappell,  W. 
Gregory,  G.  Coodenougli,  H.  J.  Potter,  T. 
M.  M'Giff,  J.  Pollitt  (Labour  Adviser  to 
the  Co-operative  Union),  and  A.  V. 
Alexander  (secretary). 

Mr.  Waterson  briefly  introduced  the 
deputation. 

Mr.  Alexander  stated  that  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  was  very  concerned  with  the 
position  which  had  arisen  with  regard  to 
Trade  Boards.  There  wore  about  200,000 
employees  employed  by  co-operative  socie- 
ties, a large  proportion  being  engaged  in 
those  trades  which  fell  within  the  scope  of 
the  Trade  Board  Acts.  They  had  been  most 
severely  handicapped  by  the  failure  Co  func- 
tion of  the  Grooery  and  Provision  Trade 
Boards.  He  would  like  to  call  the  special 
attention  of  the  Minister  to  the  statement 
given  in  the  appendix  of  the  co-operative 
evidence  laid  before  Lord  Cave’s  Commit- 
tee, in  which 

the  rates  of  wages  which  had  obtained 
in  the  co-operative  movement  were  shown 
to  be  almost  invariably  higher  than  those 
fixed  by  tho  Trade  Board,  and  he  would 
point  out  that  the  w ages  actually  paid 
in  the  trade  were  often  considerably  below 
the  Trade  Board  rates  which  had  not  been 
put  into  operation. 

It  appeared  to  thorn  it  might  be  disastrous 
if  any  fundamental  change  was  made  in 
the  administration  of  Trade  Boards  on  the 
lines  of  the  Cave  recommendations  (as  had 
been  suggested  by  the  Minister)  before 
legislation  was-  discussed.  They  were  in 
favour  of  the  retention,  of  the  whole  of  the 
principles  of  the  1909  and  1918  Acts,  and 
indeed  for  the  extension,  of  the  operations 
of  Trade  Boards  rather  than  the  restriction 
of  their  activities. 

Cave  Committee  Recommendations. 

Mr.  Pollitt  then  dealt  at  length  with 
recommendations  of  the  Cave  Committee 
about  which  the  co-operative  movement 
was  concerned.  These  included  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

(1)  The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
that  the  general  minimum  time  rate  for  the 
general  body  of  workers  in  a trade  should 
be  fixed  with  reference  to  the  lowest  grade 
of  ordinary  workers  in  the  trade. 

(2)  Tlie  proposal  tliat  ia.ll  special  rates 
above  the  minimum  should  only  be  recover- 
able (if  confirmed)  by  civil  proceedings. 

(3)  The  recommendation  which  would  ap- 
parently give  power  to  rearrange  rates,  to 
enable  employers  to  cut  prices  of  special 
contracts,  or  to  continue  inefficient  methods 
in  workshops. 

(4)  Tlie  proposal  under  Recommendation 
G that  decisions  with  regard  to  special  rates 
and  overtime  should  only  bo  binding  if  the 
assent  of  not  less  than  three-fourths  of  the 
members  of  both  sides  of  a Trade  Board  is 
obtained.  This  would  practically  disfran- 
chise the  appointed  members  of  a Trade 
Board. 

(5)  The  proposal  to  adopt,  with  slight 
modification,  the  provisions  of  Sub-Sections 
3 to  5 of  Section  4 of  the  Com  Production 
Acts  (Repeal  Act,  1921). 

(6)  The  proposals  with  regard  to  district 
trade  committees  and  district  trade  boards. 
These  proposals,  it  was  submitted,  would 
lead  to  unnecessary  delay  and  expense,  and 
would  probably  mean  the  failure  of  Trade 
Boards  to  function,  as  in  tlie  case  of  the 
Grocery  and  Provision  Trade  Board. 

(7)  The  proposal  to  authorise  the  Minister 
of  Labour  to  refer  decisions  of  Trade  Boards 
to  an  Industrial  Court.  It  was  submitted 
that  the  final  decisions  of  Trade  Boards 
should  be  binding  and  subject  to  a time 
limit.  , 

(8)  The  proposal  that  the  Minister  of 
Labour  should  be  authorised,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  a proprietor  of  any  establishment 
in  which  two  or  more  trades  to  which  the 
Acts  apply  are  carried  on,  to  determine 
which  minimum  rates  of  wages  should  apply 
to  any  class  of  workers  in  such  establish- 
ment. It  was  pointed  out  that  whatever 
tlie  decision  of  the  ^limster  might  be  in 
such  case,  it  would  ,be  , inequitable  in  its 
effect  either  from  the  .point  of  view  of  dif- 
ferent classes  of  the  workers,  or  from  the 
point  of  view  of  employers,  who  would 


either  reap  advantages  in  certain  classes 
of  business  or  be  subject  to  unfair  competi- 
tion. 

(9)  The  proposal  tliat  the  Minister  of 
Labour  should  be  authorised,  on  tho 
application  of  a trader  or  any  person  con- 
cerned, to  determine  whether  any  worker 
or  class  of  workers  falls  within  tlie  scope 
of  an  order  under  which  a Trade  Board  is 
established.  After  discussion  on  this  point, 
it  was  agreed  by  the  deputation  tliat  the 
Minister  should  have  power  of  determina- 
tion on  such  questions  only  if  the  Trade 
Boards  themselves  disagreed. 

(10)  The  proposal  that  not  less  than 
three-fourths  of  the  representative  mem- 
l>ers  of  each  side  of  a Trade  Board  shall 
be,  or  have  been,  engaged  in  the  trade 
in  question,  It  was  submitted  that  co- 
operators  should  have  complete  freedom  to 
nominate  their  own  representatives  on  the 
particular  Trade  Board. 

There  was  a free  discussion  with  the 
Minister  of  all  these  points  as  they  were 
submitted  seriatim  by  Mr.  Pollitt. 

Minister's  Reply. 

Dr.  Macnamara  then  made  a general  reply. 
He  quoted  from  tlLe  Cave  Committee’s 
report  the  statement  that  there  was  sub- 
stance in  the  allegations  that  tlie  operations 
of  some  trade  boards  had  contributed  to  the 
volume  of  trade  degression  and  unemploy- 
ment. He  had  been  convinced  that  the 
volume  of  criticism  against  tec  inelasticity 
of  Trade  Boords  was  such  tint  if  lie  had 
prooeeded  full-steam  ahead  in  .a  time  cf  de- 
pression the  whole  craft  would  founder.’ 

Practically  all  the  points  dealt  with  by 
the  deputation,  he  continued,  would  seem  to 
b?  matters  which  must  be  the  subject  of 
legislation.  .The  drafting  of  the  Bill  would 
require  great  circuiiwpecticm  and  care,  if 
justice  were  done  to  all  the  interests  con- 
cerned- There  was  no  prospect  of  making 
a workmanlike  job  of  it  during  tlie  Parlia- 
mentary session  now  drawing  to  a close. 
There  were,  however,  some  of  the  recom- 
mendations which  could  be  adopted  without 
legislation,  and  lie  intended  carrying  out  tlie 
administrative  changes  as  far  as  he  con- 
curred with  them,  and  so  far  as  statutory 
powers  existed  in  the  present  Acts.  He 
hoped  without  delay  to  prepare  a statement 
which  would  sliow  which  of  the  recommenda- 
tions it  was  proposed  to  adopt  administra- 
tively within,  the  four  corners  of  the  existing 
powers. 

Proceeding,  he  said  he  thought  that, 
generally  speaking,  tlie  views  expressed  that 
day  by  the  deputation  really  went  beyond 
the  original  oom option  of  the  Acts.  They 
apparently  desired  a piece  of  machinery 
which  would  do  the  work  which  should  be 
done  by  the  trade  union  organisation,  with 
the  employers  and  employees  consulting 
around  the  table. 


Everyone’s 
Health  Beverage 

Old  and  young,  delicate  and 
strong,  everyone  benefits  by 
a daily  glass  of  NESTLE'S 
Malted  Milk.  It  is  prepared 
from  pure,  rich  milk  and 
choice  malted  wheat  and 
barley — a delicious  beverage, 
refreshing  and  invigorating. 
A glass  of  Nestles  Malted 
Milk  taken  before  retiring 
ensures  sound  healthful  sleep. 


Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Remember  that  the  name— NESTLE— 
is  a guarantee  of  quality  and  purity. 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 
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THE  ECONOMIC  POWER  OF  THE  £. 


“LET  IT  PULL  ITS  FULL 

STRENGTH.” 

C.W.S.  CHAIRMAN’S  APPEAL  TO  SOCIETIES. 
TRADE  MUST  BE  CONCENTRATED. 

BANK  GUILD  CONTROVERSY:  INQUIRY  PROCEEDING. 
CARD  VOTING  ADOPTED. 


The  allegations  made  by  the  Bank 
Officers’  Guild  relative  to  wages  in  our 
bank  are  to  be  made  the  subject  of  investi- 
gation by  two  cf  our  eminent  officials,  and 
until  their  repart  is  submitted  we  ask  you 
to  reserve  your  opinions." 

This  statement  was  made  by  the  chairman 
of  the  Wholesale  Society  (.Mr.  G.  Thorpe), 
at  the  general  quartoily  meeting  ot  the 
society,  held  in  Manchester  on  Saturday, 
and  the  delegates  aeojptiiig  it  went  On  to  the 
next  business. 

The  Chairman  was  supported  by  many  ot 
his  colleagues  on  the  board  of  management, 
hut  on  his  left  a familiar  figure — Sir  Thomas 
Brodrick  (secretary  and  accountant)- — was 
missing.  The  Chairman  drew  attention  to 
the  absence  of  Sir  Thomas,  and  said  it  was 

due  to  the  fact  that  he  had  been  called  to 

London  to  receive  at  the  hands  of  Mis 
Majesty  the  knighthood  recently  conferred 
upon  him.  The  duties  of  secretary  in  these 
circumstances  were  discharged  by  Mr.  W. 
O’Brien  (general  office).  There  were  also  on 
the  platform  auditors,  scrutineers,  and  Mr. 
T.  Gcodwin  (bank  manager).  Delegates 
present  numbered  793,  representing  244 
societies. 

There  was  only  on?  applicant  for  member- 
ship— Canterbury  Industrial  (New  Zealand) 
— and  it  was  unanimously  admitted  into  the 
federation. 

A Link  with  1872. 

The  Chairman,  after  referring  to  the 
deaths  of  Mr.  G.  Wcodhousc  'director)  and 
Mr.  T.  J.  Baylis  (auditor)  state!  that  the 
day  before  they  received  a telegram  inform- 
ing the  society  that  Mr.  Joseph  rhorpe 
(Halifax),  who  was  a member  of  the  board 
in  1872-3.  bad  also  passed  away.  He  moved 
that  letters  of  sympathy  be  sent  to  the 
bereaved  families,  and  this  was  agreed  to. 

Plymouth  Resolution  Again. 

Mr.  Jack  (Stockp.rt)  asked,  if  .the  Ply- 
mouth resolution  (employees  joining  trade- 
unions)  had  been  put  into  force. 

The  Chairman : It  has  been  put  into  force, 
but  not  absolutely.  We  aie 'however,  gonng 
to  put  it  into  force. 

.Trade  Campaign. 

Mr.  Robinson  (Bury)  inquired  whether  the 
directors  contemplated  taking  any  steps  in 
the  direction  of  a trade  campaign.  When 
the  supplies  from  the  productive  works  were 
down  3(1  per  cent.,  as  they  were  shown  to  be 
in  tdie  report  now  before  them,  he  thought 
they  would  agree  there  was  need  for  some 
such  campaign  to  be  started  He  also 
understood  that  some  time  ago  the  directors 
made  a definite  promise  that  the  workpeople 
in  the  productive  works  should  have  a week’s 
wages  for  holidays.  In  one  factory,  which 
was  only  working  three  or  four  days  a week, 
the  workpeople  were  having  their  wages 
for  holidays  reduced  accordingly.  He 
thought  they  ought  to  be  paid  at  least  the 
minimum  week’s  wage  promised  by  the 
directors. 

Dividend  Expectations. 

Mr.  Forber  (Bolton)  ©aid  he  knew  some 
people — managers  at  any  rate-— were  antici- 
pating that  at  the  next  meeting  (lie  direc- 
tors would  be  in  a position  to  pay  a dividend. 
He  would  like  to  know  whether  the  chairman 
was  able  tliat  afternoon  to  confirm  this 
expectation. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  they  were 
always  having  trac'io  campaigns.  He  also 
believe!  that  conferences  were  to  be  held  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  with  a similar 
object  in  view. 

If  ever  there  wrs  a time  in  their  history 
when  they  should  pull  together  it  was 
now.  (Hoar,  hear.) 

They  could  talk  about  modern  days,  he 
proceeded,  hut  lie  wanted  to  get  back  to  the 
old  days — to  the  days  when  committees  of 
societies  were  much  nearer  together  than 
what  was  the  case  at  t lie  present  time. 
They  knew  how  their  sales  had  gene  down, 
and  how  some  of  their  works  were  only  on 
half-time,  and  in  one  particular  instance 
dosed  down.  It  ought  not  to  he,  notwith- 
standing the  trade  i-risis  through  which  they 
were  passing;  mi  Vi  they  only  pulled  their 
economic  strengl#  go  far  rs  purchasing 
power  was  < onierned,  that  would  cease  to 
exist  in  fortnight’s  time.  (Hear,  hear.) 

We  wrnt  every  £1  invested  in  this  in- 
stitution (o  pull  its  tuil  economic  power, 
and  it  cannot  do  that  if  you  are  taking 
your  trade  somewhere  else. 

Proceding.  ho  said  he  had  been  asked  if 
there  would  be  a dividend  next  quarter. 
They  would  «ee  from  the  report  that,  their 
wiles  were  down  28  per  cent.,  but  for  the 
half-year,  lie  thought,  llroy  would  only  : be 
«^pvn  24  ,i>qr  cent,  there  Had  been  s'Mpai 
improvement  in  trade  (luring  tlie  last  ‘three 
months.  Let  them  all  pull  together,  and 


when  they  had  dione  that  then  they  would 
be  in  a position  to  prophesy,  with  some  pro- 
bability of  the  prophesy  being  fulfilled,  that 
they  would  be  able  to  i>ay  a dividend.  On 
the  grocery  side  he  thought  they  would  be 
all  right,  but  he  would  not  like  to  say  the 
same  about  the  drapery,  on  lyhich  side  of 
their  business  they  had  had  a terrible  time. 
But  if  they  took  his  advice  to  heart,  if  they 
all  pulled  together,  the  dividend-paying 
period  “ will  be  immediately  upon  us." 

• Bank  Guild  Controversy. 

The  first  question  put,  when  the  agenda 
was  reached,  was,  if  there  were  all  these 
trade  unions  depositing  with  the  C.W.S. 
Bank,  why  did,  the  directors  allow  all  the 
controversy  to  go  on  with  the  Bank  Officers’ 
Guild?  Someone  was  not  telling  the  truth. 

The  Chairman  at  once  said  that  no  such 
promise  was  made  by  the  committee  as 
alleged  by  the  bank  clerks  in  their  circular. 
Two  very  eminent  gentlemen  in  connection 
with  that  society  had  been  specially  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  allegations  made 
in  the  Bankers’  Guild  statement,  and 
until  that  report  was  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee, the  directors  asked  them  to  reserve 
their  opinion.  If  when  that  report  was 
submitted  they  found  they  were  not  pay- 
ing equal  to  anybody  else.  then,  there  was 
not  a member  of  that  board  but  who  would 
say  " we  must  pay  what  everybody  else  is 
paying  in  similar  circumstances." 

An  Oswestry  Delegate  wanted  to  know- 
why  the  Engineers  had  been  refused  a loan, 
and  a Silverdale  (Staffs.)  representative  fol- 
lowed on  similar  lines.  „ 

The  growth  of  Building  and  Furnishing 
Guilds  caused  Mr.  Sutton  (Beswick)  to  ask 
if  some  attempt  could  not  be  made  to  weld 
them  to  the  like  co-operative  organisations 
against  which  they  were  more  or  less  in 
competition. 

A little  scene  now  followed.  Mr.  Alsop 
(Manchester  and  Salford)  complaining  that 
he  had  been  deliberately  passed  over  by 
the  chairman,  but  be  withdrew  on  the-con- 
tinued  call  of  the  delegates. 

Mr.  Armitage  (Huddersfield)  wanted  to 
know  why  the  banking  department  had  only 
advanced  £30.000  on  some  West  Ham  6£ 
per  cent,  stock  of  £60.000.  Was  that  a 
business  proposition?  (Voices:  11  I should 
think  so.") 

A Delegate  inquired  to  what  extent  the 
Engineers  were  banking  with  the  C.W.S. 
prior  to  their  troubles,  and  whether  the 
society  bad  been  paid  for  the  goods  sent 
to  Russia. 

Mr.  Hayhurst  (platform)  stated  that  the 
Engineers  were  not  empowered  by  their 
rules  to  borrow  money,  and  they  did  not 
bank  with  the  C.W.S.  He  would  like 
particulars  of  any  bank  which  had  accom- 
modated them  in  these  circumstances.  He 
would  also  be  glad  if  Mr.  Sutton  -would 
give  him  further  information  relative  to 
the  account  which  they  had  closed  because 
it  had  been  overdrawn  to  the  extent  of  £3 
or  £5. 

Mr.  Sutton : I will  do  that. 

Mr.  Hayhurst  went  on,  to  say  that  they 
must  do  their  business  in  a business-like 
way.  If  any  of  their  societies  came  to  the 
bank  for  an  overdraft  to-m6rrow,  they 
would  have  to  find  the  necessary  security. 
They  wore  willing  to  help  societies  or  trade 
unions  as  far  as  they  could,  but  beyond 
a oertain  point  they  were  not  prepared  to 
go.  “ If  I want  to  start  in  business,"  he 
proceeded,  11  and  cannot  find  the  necessary 
capital,  I have  no  right  to  come  here  and 
ask  for  yours."  Replying  to  Mr.  Armitage, 
he  said  the  investment  in  West  Ham  Cor- 
poration was  not  realisable  for  some  years. 
The  bank  had  lent  to  the  full  >n  their  realis- 
able securities. 

Question  of  Organisation. 

Mr.  M‘Ard  (Liverpool)  drew  attention  to 
the  big  decrease  in  weight  and  value  at 
the  Orumpsall  biscuit  works,  and  the  in- 
crease, both  in  weight  and  value,  at  the 
Cardiff  biscuit  works.  He  was  understood 
to  ask  whether  the  results  at  Cardiff  were 
due  to  better  organisation. 

Mr.  Lander  (platform)  said  the  figures  at 
Crumpsall  and  Cardiff  were  not  affected  by 
organisation  at  all.  because  the  manager  of 
the  Crumpsall  works  was  also  the  manager 
of  the  Cardiff  works;  and  the  reason  why 
they  showed  an  increase  at  Cardiff  was 
simply  this — the  factory  was  doing  what 
t hey  wanted  it  to  do : it  was  relieving 
Crumpsall  and  at  the  same  time  saving  the 
carriage  on  goods  which  formerly  went  to 
London  and  South  Wales  from  Crumpsall. 

Cheaper  Jams. 

A Langley  Mill  Delegate  put  in  a plea 
. for  cheaper  jam.,  i They  had  no  complaint 
‘to  make  respecting  the  quality  and  price 
of  the  jam  now  being  made,  but  owing  to 
the  purchasing  power  of  the  working 


classes,  particularly  the  miners,  being  re- 
duced, they  thought  there  was  room  for  a 
cheaper  jam. 

Mr.  Lander  said  they  already  had  cheaper 
jams  on  their  lists,  and  were  selling  them. 
What  their  friend  evidently  desired  was 
that  they  should  put  on  tlie  market  two 
qualities. 

All  the  success  of  our  productions  in 
the  days  that  are  gone,  and  all  the  suc- 
cess that  we  intend  to  work  for  in  the 
future,  will  have  to  be  built  up  on  good 
quality,  and  that  is  the  line  we  are 
working  on. 

To  attempt  to  have  two  qualities  of  jam 
would  mean  “ ruinating " their  factories. 
Keep  the  quality  up  and  the  prices  down, 
and  so  help  the  poor  of  the  country. 

Did  the  same  remarks  regarding  Crump- 
sall and  Cardiff  management  apply  equally 
to  the  printing  works?  was  the  query  of 
Mr.  Jacks  (Stockport),  to  which  Mr. 
Lander  said  it  was  too  big  a job  for  one 
man  to  manage  a multitude  of  works. 

“ No  Progressive  Losses." 

Shilbottle  Colliery  drew  questions,  in- 
cluding one  from  Mr.  S.  Blakeborough  as 
to  wages.  Mr.  Thorpe  answered  first  that 
there  had  been  no  " progressive  losses,"  as 
the  first  speaker  alleged ; the  colliery  was 
a paying  concern.  The  wages  paid  were  on 
the  national  scale,  as  in  the  case  of  every- 
body else. 

Shirts  led  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  White- 
head  (Radcliffe  and  Pilkmgton),  Mr. 
Wilkins  (platform)  informing  him  that  the 
C.W.S.  were  buying  nothing  outside  their 
own  mills  for  the  making -of  shirts. 

Unpopular  Complaints. 

A statement,  which  was  warmly 
applauded,  came  from  Mr.  P.  Thornton 
(Bradford),  wiho  detailed  how  his  society 
had  endeavoured  to  become  100  per  cent, 
loyal.  Tlie  committee  brought  pressure  to 
bear  on  their  managers  to  get  all  possible 
at  the  C.W.S.  They  came  back  saying  they 
could  not  get  this,  that,  or  the  other.  No 
excuses  were  accepted : they  had  to  try 

and  try  again.  Tli©  difficulties  were  taken 
up  and  complaints  made,  but  they 
never  seemed  to  get  to  the  end  of  the 
trouble.  The  managers,  consequently, 
began  to  slacken : they  said  it  was  unpopu- 
lar to  bring  continuous  complaints.  Ulti- 
mately the  committee  got  fed  up,  and  the 
tendency  was  to  let  matters  slide.  If  only 
the  C.W.S.  directors  would  go  to  their 
managers  and  point  out  that  it  was  not 
to  be  unpopular  to  make  complaints  they 
would  touch  the  crux  of  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  Wilkins  said  they  had  decided  to 
send  a deputation  to  Bradford  with  regard 
to  certain  complaints,  and  lie  was  hoping 
to  hear  from  the  colleagues  forming  the 
deputation  that  some  progress  had  been 
made.  Ho  also  made  a special  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  mills  generally,  saying  that 
the  material  being  turned  out  was  as  good 
value  as  could  be  obtained  anywhere  in  the 
country. 

A Chorley  delegate  drew  attention  to 
the  closing  down  of  the  Chorley  mill,  and 
ventured  the  remark  that  had  the  mill 
been  working  for  a private  ooncern,  with 
the  ' same  management,  it  would  never 
have  stopped  to-day. 

Mr.  Campbell  (Prestwich)  said  he  did 
not  want  any  poor  salesman  at  Balloon- 
street  to  be  implicated  in  the  remarks  pre- 
viously made,  and  appealed  for  manliness 
on  both  sides.  So  far  as  the  Chorley  mill 
was  concerned  he  suggested  loyalty  on  the 
part  of  retail  managers  would  start  it 
going  again. 

Mr.  Whitehead  (Radcliffe  and  Pilking- 
ton)  said  that  so  far  as  the  Radcliffe  weav- 
ing shed  was  in  question  it  was  not  a 
matter  of  loyalty  but  of  management.  Mr. 
Lander  stated  in  respect  of  jams  that  two 
qualities  would  ruinate  their  business. 
The  weaving  shed  at  Radcliffe  was  not 
showing  the  results  it  should  because  the 
quality  of  the  cloth  was  being  ruinated. 
He  suggested  that  an  inquiry  should  be 
held,  and  that  one  or  two  employees  should 
be  asked  to  give  evidence. 

A Radcliffe  delegate,  whose  name 
sounded  like  Mr.  Keen,  made  a statement 
that  a week’s  pay  and  a week’s  holiday  was 
supposed  to  operate  in  the  Radcliffe  mill, 
but  they  had  had  a notice  put  in  that  half- 
pay  would  tie  paid  to  those  on  short-time. 

Mr.  Robinson  (Bury)  followed,  pointing 
out  that  the  manager  of  the  mills  was  also 
a director  of  a spinning  mill,  and  they 
knew  what  the  tendency  of  human  nature 
was.  It  was  a pity  they  conic]  not  return 
to  the  old  days  mentioned  by  the  presi- 
dent, when  direc  tors  .were  not  too  big  to 
converse  with  the  workers.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mrs.  Sprowson  (Wolverhampton),  as  a 
member  of  a management  committee,  said 
she  had  an  idea  that  managers  had  a 
sneaking  desire  to  find  out  some  excuse 
for  not  trading  with  the  C.W.S.,  but  the 
Chairman  reminded  her  that  she  was  not 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wilkins  6aid  the  criticisms  were 
such  that  no  board  of  directors  could  ignore 
them.  (Hear,  hear.)  Now  as  to  tb©  in- 
ferences about  the  manager : be  was  a 

director  of  a spinning  company — (a  Voice: 
Two) — well,  it  might  be  three;  but  the 
C.W.S.  directors  nad  definite  information 
that  the  manager  had  never  bought  a 
single  ounce  from  the  companies  with  which 
he  was  connected. 

Mr.  Robinson : What  I contend  is  that 
no  manager  should  be  working  for  the  co- 
operative movement  who  sat  on  a board  of 
a private  company.  Where's  your  co- 
operative principles? 

Mr.  Wilkins  went  on  to  say  the  Chorley 


mill  did  make  a profit ; but  when  a restart 
was  going  to  be  made  depended  on  tho 
amount  of  trade  going  to  it  from  “ tho 
owners  of  the  mill.”  As  to  the  wages  ami 
holidays,  everything  had  been  granted  that 
had  been  asked  for. 

Mr.  Hill  (Leicester)  said  they  were  very 
much  concerned  about  the  progressive  de- 
creases at  the  boot  and  slice  works.  At 
one  of  the  meetings  held  on  tlie  previous 
Saturday,  Mr.  Charter  was  reported  to 
have  said  that  the  fixing  of  retail  prices 
for  boots  had  altered  the  working  time  at 
the  factories  from  two  days  to  six  days 
per  week.  Was  this  statement  in  accord- 
ance  with  fact?  At  the  Leicester  works, 
bqth  Wheat  sheaf  and  Dunn’s-lane,  there  1 
were  a considerable  number  of  operatives 
working  short-time,  and  in  addition  there 
were  many  machines  not  being  worked  at 
all. 

Complaints  were  also  made  relative  to 
inability  to  obtain  supplies,  and  delay  in 
deliveries. 

Mr.  Wilkins  (platform):  We  half- 

expected  what  we  have  received  regarding 
the  boot  and  shoe  works,  and — I was 
going  to  say — we  deserve  it.  I can  assure 
you  that  the  matter  is  having  our  serious 
and  constant  attention.  So  far  as  tho 
statement  made  bv  Mr.  Charter  was  con- 
cerned, he  said  it  was  not  quite  accurately 
reported.  Mr.  Charter  only  referred  to 
some  and  not  to  all  of  the  factories. 

Leicester,  he  proceeded,  was  now  under 
“ the  reforming  nand."  The  manager  was 
retiring  very  shortly,  and  six  or  seven 
applicants  had  already  been  interviewed, 
and  there  was  another  batch  to  be  seen  on 
Monday.  They  wanted  the  test  man,  for 
this  was  the  best  factory  in  the  kingdom. 
The  second  in  command  had  had  a seizure, 
and  tlie  next  under  him  was  now  down 
with  pleurisy.  They  were  going  through 
troublous  times,  and  they  wanted  the 
sympathy  of  the  societies. 

* A question  from  Warrington  evoked  from 
Mr.  Wilkins  the  remark  that  there  was 
very  little  outside  furniture  coming  into 
the  movement — there  were  certain  “ bent- 
wood chairs  " which  came  from  Austria. 

Trouble  Over  China. 

A Delegate  from  Burslem  wanted  to 
know  why,  in  face  of  decreased  output  at 
the  Longton  Potteries,  the  only  china  tea 
service  shown  at  the  C.W.S.  travelling 
exhibition  was  made  by  a private  bun, 
whereat  there'  were  whistles  of  astonish- 
ment. . . 

Mr.  Wilkins:  If  it  has  happened,  it  s the 
last  time  it  will  happen— (hear,  hear)-  or 
we  shall  have  to  deal  very  seriously  with  tho 
people  responsible.  (Hear,  hear.') 

The  committee’ 8 recommendation  that 
interest  on  share  capital  be  reduced  from  6 
per  cent,  to  5 per  cent,  now  came  up.  l b rj 
were  1,528  votes  for  and  202  against  at  (lit* 
divisional  meetings,  whilst  the  Liverpool 
amendment  in  favour  of  51  per  cent,  was 
defeated  by  1,489  to  316. 

Mr.  Edwards  (Liverpool) : I know  the  posi- 
tion is  hopeless.  (Cries  of  " Well,  vote 
then!”)  He  wanted  to  explain  Liverpool's 
position.  If  tlie  rate  recommended  by  tho 
directors  were  accepted,  it  would  be  an  in- 
flection on  his  society  in  regard  to  taking  m 
fresh,  withdrawable  capital  to  invest  with 
the  C.W.S. 

Tlie  President:  The  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  says  you  need  not  bo 
alarmed.  They  will  look  after  you. 
(Laughter.) 

The  committee's  recommendation  was 

carried. 

Mr.  Hookway  moved  the  amendment  from 
the  Manchester  and  Salford  Society,  that  the 
donation  (£150)  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee for  the  International  Co-opcr.uivo 
Alliance  be  increased  to  £250,  but  it  was 
negatived  by  a big  majority. 

Earlier  Start. 

The  Guildford  resolution  referring  to  an 
earlier  start  was  token  as  moved. 

Mrs.  Ga-sson  (London)  moved,  ami  Mr. 
Bate  (London)  seconded  their  society  s 
amendment,  but  both  resolution  and  amend- 
ment were  heavily  defeated. 

Mrs.  Sprowson  moved  the  resolution  from 
London  and  R loyal  Arsenal  Societies  in 
favour  of  the  introduction  of  the  card  vot- 
ing system.  She  thought  it  was  most  essen- 
tial that  they  should  adopt  a resolution  line 
this.  If  a society  wished  to  send  its  >uji 
complement  of  delegates  there  was  nothing 
in  the  resolution  to  stop  it.  At  the  present 
time  if  a society  was  not  in  a position  to  w 
fully  represented  then  it  was  debarred  <« 
that  extent,  from  exorcising  its  full  voting 
strength.  There  were  numbers  of  workers 
— miners  and  engineers— wlio  had  not  tne 
money  to  spend  in  the  oo-opor.itive  move- 
ment that  they  bad  three  years  ago,  niaknu- 
it  all  the  more  essential  that  the  societM 
pliould  centralise  all  the  finance  it  was  i>°sM' 
hie  for  them  to  do.  She  estimated  that -t no 
delegates  attending  that  meeting  had  >' 
aggregate  handed  something  like  £6.MJ 
the  railway  companies.  They  could  save 
half  that  sum  by  sending  half  the 
and  vet.  under  the  card  system,  still  exoi 
rise  their  full  voting  strength.  , 

Mr.  Blakeboroogh  (Burn'ey)  seconded  ui 
resolution,  saying  the  card  vote  was  d°m. 
erotic  fair,  honest,  and  straightforward, 
and  enabled  societies  to  pull  their  maxim"1" 
voting  strength  witliout  being  compelled 
send  their  full  complement  of  delegates. 

Committee's  Views. 

Mr.  Lander,  putting  forward  the  vic"'  ' 
the  committee,  said  they  agreed,  As  ov  i 

[Continued  on  Next  Page.] 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


5 


Jiri'V  15.  W22. 


MATTERS  OF  MOMENT. 

UNITED  BOARD’S  DELIBERATIONS. 


TRADE  AND  CAPITAL  : ASSISTANCE  FOR 
VETERANS  : “THAT  DAILY.” 


BY  OUR  OWN  REPORTER. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  newly-consti- 
. United  Board  was  held  in  Manchester 
on  Saturday ; Mr,  W..K-  J-Py  y>‘° 

has  been  re-elected  chairman  of  the  Central 
iwrd  for  another  year,  being  in  the  cluiir, 
imported  hv  Mr.  A.  Whitehead  (general 
Lcretarv)  and  Mr.  T.  Horrocks  (assistant- 
aecretary).  The  board  is  now  constituted 
..follows  : — Messrs.  A.  H.  Jones  and  W. 
Abbotts  (Midland  Section),  Mr.  It.  R. 
Chappell  (Western  Section),  Rev.  G.  A. 
Ramsay  (South-Western  Section),  Mr.  W. 
Gray  (Irish  Section),  Mrs.  Gasson  and  Mr. 
T h.  Bate  (Southern  Section),  Messrs.  J. 
Patterson  and  P.  Loney  (Scottish  Section), 
Messrs.  A.  Pickup,  W.  Dewhurst,  W. 
Gregory,  and  F.  Houghton  (North-Western 
Section),  and  Messrs.  W.  R.  Rae  and  G. 
RkMle  (Northern  Section). 


Southern  Sectional  Wages  Board. 

In  regard  to  a previous  decision  of  the 
board,  a letber  was  read  from  the  Southern 
Sectional  Board  explaining  their  difficulties 
with  relation  to  the  Sectional  Hours  and 
Wages  Board.  The  letter  stated  that  it 
was  only  possible  to  form  a board  compris- 
ing eight  out  of  the  eleven  districts,  ^and 
those  districts  had  individual  societies 
which  stood  out  against  the  decisions  of  the 
board.  The  previous  board  had  not  re- 
ceived sufficient  support  to  warrant  its 
existence. 

In  the  course  of  a discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion, the  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  pointed  out 
that  if  no  other  arrangements  were  made, 
all  the  societies  in  the  Southern  Section 
would  go  to  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade 
Unionists  and  Co-operators,  thus  unneces- 
sarily increasing  the  work  of  that  com- 
mittee1. 

It  was  eventually  decided  to  express  re- 
gret at  the  decision  of  the  Southern  Sec- 
tional Board,  and  to  ask  them  to  take 
further  steps  wlien  thought  opportune  to 
bring  the  Sectional  Hour*  and  Wages  Beard 
into  existence  again. 

Trade  Campaign  Committee. 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  a 
deputation  had  waited  upon  the  C.W.S. 
board  in  regard  to  the  Capital  Campaign 
Committee,  and  the  C.W.S.  had  agreed  to 
continue  to  act  with  this  committee,  pro- 
viding its  activities  would  be  confined  to 
trade. 

Overlapping  at  Edenfieid. 

The  Secretary  also  reported  that  Mr. 
Gregory  and  himself  had  been  accompanied 
by  Mr.  W.  Halls,  M.P.,  when  they  visited 
the  Edenfieid  Society  with  regard  to  over- 
lapping, and  Mr.  Gregory  stated  that  he 
was  hopeful  of  good  results,  either  in.  the 
direction  of  amalgamation  or  one  society 
taking  over  the  commitments  of  the  other 
in  the  disputed  district. 

Miss  LI.  Davies  (president  of  the  Brighton 
Congress)  wrote  expressing  her  thanks  for 
the  address  presented  to  her  at  Congress, 
and  congratulating  the  Printing  Society, 
the  artists,  printer,  and  binder  for  their 
beautiful  work. 

Assistance  for  Veteran  Co-operators. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  the  fund 
accumulated  some  years  ago  for  Mr.  E.  0. 
Greening  would  only  last  about  sixteen 
weeks.  He  also  suggested  that  the  Co- 
operative Union  might  put  a scheme  into 
operation  by  which  they  could  pay  £50  or 
£100  per  annum  for  some  form  of  insurance 
to  be  drawn  upon  for  grants  to  old  people 
who  had  served  the  movement  particularly 
well. 

. It  was  agreed,  after  discussion,  that 
inquiries  should  be  made. 


The  Co-operative  “ Daily.” 

Referring  to  the  resolution  passed  at 
Congress  in  regard  to  a daily  co-operative 
newspaper,  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  said 
the  movement  expected  that  a daily  paper 
was  coming  in  the  near  future.  “ I think 
wo  ought  to  ask  the  Publishing  Society  for 
a definite  date.  We  ought  also  to  ask 
them  how  much  finance  they  want  to  float 
a daily  paper.  We  want  some  definite 
information.” 

Mr.  Gregory : You  can  have  the  daily 
paper  next  week  if  you  are  prepared  to 
fiud  the  money. 

Mr.  Riddle  pointed  out  that  the  whole 
of  the  information  was  given  at  the  joint 
meeting  between  the  two  Wholesale  Socie- 
ties, the  Co-operative  Union,  the  Produc- 
tive Federation,  and  the  National  Pub- 
lishing Society,  and  a very  full  report  was 
published  in'  the  “ News,”  saying  how 
much  capital  would  he  required. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay:  How  much  was  it? 

Mr.  Riddle : £500,000  at  the  lowest 

estimate. 

The  General  Secretary  reminded  the 
hoard  that  the  second  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion asked  that  the  ground  should  be  pre- 
pared by  societies  pushing  the  sales  of  the 
present  co-operative  periodicals ; and  lie 
suggested  that  the  Co-operative  Union 
should  issue  a circular  asking  societies  to 
pusli  the  periodicals  already  in  existence. 

It  was  eventually  resolved  that  the  office 
committee  should  prepare  a circular  on  the 
lines  suggested. 

Appointments. 

The  appointments  to  the  various  sub- 
committees were  then  made  for  the  year 
as  follows:  — 

Office  Committee:  Messrs.  Jones,  Chap- 
pell, Gray,  Ramsay,  Patterson,  Houghton, 
Gregory,  Rae,  and  Mrs.  Gasson. 

Joint  Exhibitions  Committee:  Mrs. 

Gasson,  Messrs.  Houghton,  Abbott-s,  and 
Chappell. 

Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and 
Co-operators : Northern  area,  Messrs. 

Gregory,  Riddle,  Jones,  and  the  General 
Secretary.  Southern  area,  Messrs.  Ramsay, 
Chappell,  Bate,  and  the  General  Secretary. 

Publications  Committee : Messrs.  Dew- 
hurst, Pickup,  and  Jones. 

Ruskiu  College:  Mr.  T.  Horrocks. 

Hodgson  Pratt  Memorial : Mr.  Bate. 

C.W.S.  meeting:  Mr.  F.  Houghton. 

Trade  Campaign  Committee : Messrs. 

Gregory,  Riddle,  iuid  Rani-sav. 

It  was  decided  that  the  Sub-Office  Com- 
mittee should  act  as  the  Defence  Committee 
if  necessary. 

New  Members. 

The  British  Christian  Endeavour  Holiday 
Homes’  Association  and  the  Jersey  Co- 
operative Society  were  admitted  as 
members. 

Subscriptions  received  up  to  date  were 
announced  to  be  as  follows: — Co-operative 
Union,  £15,833,  as  against  £15,803  in  the 
corresponding  period  last  year ; Co-opera- 
tive Party,  £2,842,  a decrease  of  £862  in 
comparison  with  the  corresponding  period ; 
International  Alliance,  £923,  as  against 
£361  in  the  corresponding  period ; Russian 
Relief  Fund.  £2,912. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Murray  was  reappointed  as 
legal  adviser  for  Scotland. 

It  was  resolved  that  sectional  boards 
should  be  asked  to  consider  the  following 
subjects  at  conferences  during  the  year: 
Mr.  Riddle’s  Congress  jxaper,  tire  trade 
campaign,  and  international  co-operation  in 
its  widest  sense. 


[Continued  from  preceding  page.] 


haly  else  would  agree,  that  on  nil  matters 
of  importance  the  mind  of  the  const ituenoy 
ought  to  be  intelligently  recorded.  But  they 
wanted  U)  look  at  this  question  from  a prac- 
tical standpoint.  Very  often  they  had  six 
®‘‘  eight  questions  Irefuir?  them,  and  the 
decisions  regarding  them  had  to  be  found, 
?nd  the  business  on  the  agenda  got  through 
V*  something  like  two-and-a-lnilf-hours, 
hoause  delegates  had  trains  to  catch.  How 
"'ero  they  going  to  get  the  card-voting 
Astern  working  satisfactorily  in  these 
^H’um.s  lances  ? 


Proceeding,  he  said  the  referendum  had 
0Dly  been  tested  once  or  twice,  and  the 
committee  thought  it  ought  to  be  tested 
further.  It  would  lie  much  lretter  to  lot 
uieiu  have  the  matters  at  home,  where 
ffioy  could  discuss  them  in  the  committee 
S*}1'!  and  get  their  views  intelligently, 
talk  about  getting  retail  and  Wholesale 
S'osor  together;  what  better  way  than  giv- 
ln8  the  people  the  chance  to  see  the  plnoes 
*°r .themselves?  Those  meetings  were  edu- 
oatiomd  and  inspirational,  as  he  knew  when, 
.?rt,y  years  ago,  he  attended  them  under 
tbeir  revered  friend,  Mr.  Mitchell. 
tWr8'  SProwson , replying  : Despite  what 
committee  have  said,  Stand  for  your 

freedom ! 

Tn,  *'°  Royal  Arsenal  motion  obtained  263 
*Siee  against  331,  and  adding  the  total  at 


the  other  meetings  there  were  1,172  for 
and  846  against,  so  that  the  resolution  was 
carried. 

Land  Nationalisation  League. 

The  last  motion  dealt  with  was  that  of 
the  Beswick  .Society  for  giving  £50  to  the 
Land  Nationalisation  League,  introduced 
bv  Mr.  Sutton,  who  first  urged  that  it  was 
not  fair  at  the  divisional  meetings  to  ask 
“ nil  in  favour,”  and  then  count  all  the 
rest  as  being  against;  otherwise  he  honestly 
lrelieved  they  would  have  won.  The  co- 
operative movement  was  committed  to  the 
principle  of  land  nationalisation  through 
Congress  resolution.  Societies  to  the  num- 
ber of  360  were  contributing  already  to  the 
league,  and  the  Scottish  C.W.S.  rendered 
financial  assistance.  They  had  talked  for 
years  about  getting  at  the  sources  of  supply 
of  raw  materials,  and  here  the  land  was  the 
very  source  of  all. 

The  Chairman,  said  the  voting  at  the 
district  meetings  showed  that  the  move- 
ment was  mu  oil  divided  on  the  question, 
and  the  directors  thought,  everything  con- 
sidered, the  delegates  should  reject  the 
resolution.  They  recommended  that 
course,  not  so  much  because  of  the  amount 
of  the  subscription  but  because  of  the  prin- 
ciple which  was  involved. 

There  were  169  delegates  in  favour  of 
the  resolution  and  286  against.  Over  all 
the  meetings  the  vote  was  as  follows:  — 
For,  522;  against,  1,175* 


Employees'  Pension  Fund. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  Office 
Committee  should  l>e  asked  to  take  the  thrift 
fun<]  for  the  Co-operative  Union  employees 
into  consideration  and  consider  what  steps 
could  be  taken  to  make  it  into  a pension 
fund. 

Mrs.  Gasson  opposed  tho  suggestion, 
because  there  were  thousands  of  members 
who  were  not  in  such  a good  position  as  the 
Co-operative  Union  employees.  They  should 
do  something  to  secure  pensions  for  all  co- 
operators.  She  agreed  that  tho  Government 
ought  to  provide  these,  but  it  did  not. 

Mr.  Chappell  remarked  that  when  a ques- 
tion of  this  kind  came  before  members  of  dis- 
tributive societies  there  was  a feeling  tliat 
something  should  be  done  for  every 
co-operator. 

It  was  agreed  tliat  the  Office  Committee 
should  make  a report. 

North-Western  Sectional  Secretary. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (sec- 
retary of  the  North-Western  Sectional 
Board),  who  has  been  appointed  a director  of 
the  C.W.S.,  was  aooeptod,  and  after  a good 
deal  of  discussion  it  was  resolved  that  the 
vacant  post  should  be  advertised  at  a salary 
of  £350,  and  tliat  the  North-Western  Sec- 
tional Board  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
making  a recommendation. 


the  delegates  instead  of  letting  them  attend 
Congress  with  the  impression  that  it  would 
rise  at  noon  on  Wednesday. 

Air.  Horrocks  suggested  that  in  the  pi-o- 
eramme  it  could  be  stated  tlui t there  would 
he  an  afternoon  session  ou  Wednesday,  if 
neoessary. 

This  suggestion  was  approved. 

Counsel’s  opinion  on  the  rights  of  mem- 
bers to  take  notes  at  societies'  meetings  was 
read,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  information 
should  be  kept  for  use  wlien  required. 

Support  from  Other  Bodies. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  had  been  adopted  at  the  annual 
conference  of  the  National  Union  of  Clerks 
and  National  Conference  of  Labour  Women 
respectively : — 

This  conference,  recognising  the  immense 
value  of  the  co-operative  movement  as 
a great  organisation  of  consumers, 
urges  upon  the  trade  union  movement 
the  great  need  for  closer  and  fuller 
mutual  support  of  the  two  movements 
of  producers  and  consumers  respec- 
tively. It  further  advocates  the  official 
adoption  on  both  sides  of  the  principle 
that  all  members  of  each  should,  when- 
ever possible,  be  members  of  the  other 
movement. 


ScoMish  Section  Offices. 

The  General  Secretary  referred  to  the  new 
sectional  offices  acquired  in  Glasgow,  and 
mentioned  tliat  the  building  did  not  appear 
to  belong  to  the  Co-operative  Union,  ns  it 
was  vested  in  the  hands  of  trustees  and  ad- 
ministrators. He  wished  to  know  if  the 
upkeep  of  the  building  would  be  a charge 
on  the  Union  funds. 

Mr.  Patterson  explained  that  the  only 
cliarge  the  Union  would  liave  to  pay  would 
be  rent  for  the  portion  it  occupied.  The 
building  was  a Scottish  memorial,  subscribed 
for  by  Scottish  societies. 

The  question  of  assisting  the  Abernethy 
Society  in  regard  to  the  costs  of  a legal  action 
was  considered.  It  was  stated  that  the 
action  arose  through  the  dismissal  of  a boy, 
who  happened  to  be  an  apprentice.  The 
society  had,  however,  won  the  case,  but 
would  have  a Large  amount  of  money  to  pay. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  views  of  the 
Scottish  Sectional  Board  should  be  sought 
on  the  matter. 

A long  discussion  took  place  on  the  ques- 
tion of  a grant  for  propaganda  in  Scotland, 
and  it  was  eventually  resolved  to  make  the 
same  grant  as  last  year,  cn  the  sanio 
conditions. 

.Wednesday  at  Congress. 

A request  was  received  from  the  Southern 
Section  that  the  United  Board  should  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  altering  the  time 
for  the  rising  of  Congress  on  Whit- Wednes- 
day to  five  o'clock. 

Airs.  Gasson,  in  support  of  this  request, 
Said  her  board  considered  it  was  most  unfair 
to  Air.  Riddl-2  that,  after  the  tin  e he  had 
spent  in  the  preparation  of  Iris  paper,  it 
should  receive  such  scanty  consideration. 

The  Secretary  said  this  Congress  was  an 
exception.  It  was  thought  the  report  would 
not  lake  very  long  to  get  through,  and  that 
would  leave  time  for  the  consideration  of  a 
paper.  The  delegates,  however,  had  the 
matter  in  their  own  hands,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Standing  Orders  Committee.  If 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee  were 
advised  to  continue  until  five  o’clock  they 
could  do  so. 

Mr.  Jones  considered  that  the  fact  that 
there  was  likely  to  bs  a.n  afternoon  session 
on  Wednesday  should  be  generally  known  to 


International  Co-operative  Trade. 

That  this  conference  dec-lares  its  belief 
that  the  restoration  of  international 
trade  is  the  first  step  to  the  cure  for 
the  prevailing  unemployment,  and  that 
the  recurrence  of  the  unemployment, 
from  which  women  and  children  are  the 
first  to  suffer,  can  only  Ire  avoided 
when  trade  is  carried  on  for  use  and 
not  for  profit.  It  therefore  urges  the 
Labour  Party  to  take  every  opportunity 
of  promoting  the  restoration  of  inter- 
national trade,  through  co-operative 
channels,  and  every  precaution  against 
the  exclusion  of  co-operative  move- 
ments from  Government  facilities;  and 
further  calls  upon  all  workers  to  stand 
by  their  co-operative  stores,  and  bring 
to  the  movement  the  custom  and  the 
capital  necessay  for  its  international 
development. 

Questions  for  Central  Board  to  Discuss. 

When  the  question  of  subjects  for  con- 
sideration at  the  meeting  of  the  Central 
Board  was  discussed,  Air.  Riddle  suggested 
that  the  policy  of  the  movement  in  regard 
to  internationalism  should  Ire  discussed  and 
defined,  and  that  a policy  for  the  trade 
campaign  should  be  decided  upon.  He  said 
he  could  mention  the  names  of  five  co- 
operators  who  were  advocating  different 
methods  of  internationalism,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  Central  Board  to  give  a 
lead  to  the  movement  on  the  matter. 

Both  suggestions  were  accepted,  and  the 
Rev.  Ramsay  was  selected  to  introduce  the 
subject  of  the  trade  campaign,  whilst  Air. 
Hayward,  as  a member  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee of  the  International  Alliance,  was 
appointed  to  introduce  the  question  of  in- 
ternationalism. It  was  further  decided 
that  representatives  of  the  C.W.S.  Inter- 
national Sub-Committee  and  representatives 
of  the  International  Alliance  should  Ire 
iuvited  to  attend  the  meeting. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  Regis- 
trar had  submitted  a new  scale  of  fees  for 
the  registration  of  new  societies,  the  amend- 
ment of  rules,  &c.  The  board  decided  to 
inform  the  Registrar  that  they  regretted 
the  increases,  but  accepted  the  position. 

The  next  meeting  was  fixed  for  Friday, 
September  22nd.  the  Central  Board  meeting 
being  on  the  following  day,  the  23rd. 


N.A.U.S.A.  REPORT. 

A SATISFACTORY  POSITION. 


In  view  of  the  worst  known  industrial  de- 
pression in  history  having  continued  during 
the  whole  of  last  year,  tlie  report  of  the 
National  Amalgamated  Union  of  Shop 
Assistants,  Ware  housemen,  and  Clerks  says 
the  record  of  the  union's  work  and  activity, 
together  with  its  financial  position,  is  one 
the  members  have  every  reason  to  congratu- 
late themselves  upon.  The  organisation, 
together  with  all  the  trade  unions,  has  suf- 
fered badly  from  the  paralysis  of  commercial 
life,  resulting  from  the  aftermath  of  the 
war.  But  while  many  societies  have  been 
so  badly  hit  that  all  bmefits  had  to  he  sus- 
pended, while  others  had  to  impose  Heavy 
levies,  tin's  union  has  been  able  to  meet  all 
its  liabilities  without  imposing  a levy  of  any 
kind,  and  end  the  year,  on  the  whole,  little 
worse  than  at  the  beginning.  The  general 
fund  lias,  however,  been  overspent. 

Consequent  upen  the  industrial  and  com- 
mercial dislocation,  unemployment  has 
reached  a magnitude  previously  unknown. 
As  a result  there  has  been  a serious  shrink- 
age in  membership.  The  benefit  paid  to 
members  under  this  heading  has  by  far  ex- 
ceeded any  previous  year. 

As  an  indication  of  the  benefits  paid  out 
for  unemployment  alone,  the  following 
figures  are  given: — Trade  Union.  Provident. 
£14,131  2s.  5d?;  Trade  Union,  Supplemen- 
tary. £7,892  11s.  Gd.  ; State  Unemployment, 
£43,817  3s.  9d.  ; Total,  £65,840  17s.  8d. 

THREE  SUMMER  SCHOOLS  GONE. 

Tt  is  with  regret  tliat  we  have  to  announce 
the  closing  down  of  three  of  the  ptopooed 
Summer  Schools,  the  one  at  Bradley  Court, 
one  at  Parkgate.  and  one  in  Scotland,  owing 
to  pc-or  bookings,  due  entirely  to  the  bad 
times  prevailing  nationally,  which  have  pre- 
vented many  societies  from  giving  scholar- 
ships as  in  former  years.  The  International 
Summer  School  at  Brussels,  however, 
promises  well. 


Mr.  George  Woodhouse  <of  Derby),  a 
director  of  the  C.W.S.,  who  died  on  April 
7th  last  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  if 
£4,313,  of  which  £2,169  is  net  personalty. 


By  Appointment. 


All  the  Year  Round 

the  Quality  and  Purity  of 
Nestles  are  its  outstanding 
recommendation,  but  in 
Summer-time  there  is  this 
additional  reason  for  using  it 
— it  avoids  waste,  for  every 
tin  is  perfectly  fresh  and 
every  drop  is  delightful, 
however  hot  the  weather. 
There  is  equal  Quality, 

Purity,  and  Freshuess  in 

Nestle’s  Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Sold  at  all  Co-oi>crative  S'.orcs. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 
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AN  AFTERNOON  AT 
LUTON. 


CO-OPERATORS’  TAXES. 

INTERESTING  FACTS  AND 


WOKING’S  NEW 

BAKERY. 


A FRIEND  OF  THE 
FARMERS. 


SECTIONAL  BOARD  VISIT 

COCOA  WORKS. 

[By  Our  London  Correspondent.] 

The  Southern  Sectional  Board  had  on 
agreeable  change  from  the  ordinary  routine 
duties  on  Wednesday  last  week,  when,  with 
the  staff  and  a party  of  friends,  they  paid 
a visit  to  the  Joint  Wholesales  cocoa  and 
chocolate  wcrks  at  Luton.  The  journey  was 
made  from  London  in  one  or  the  Kpyai 
Arsenal  Society’s  comfortable-running  motor 
bunches  and  was  by  way  of  Barnet  and  bi. 
Albans.  On  arriving  at  the  noted  straw-hat 
town,  the  visitors  partook  of  luncheon  m 
the  co-operative  hall,  the  caitermg  ° 

admirably  carried  out  by  the  loeli  socre  J • 


At  the  Works. 

The  party  found  much  to  interest  them  at 
the  cocoa  works.  One  or  two  of  the  visitors 
were  present  when  the  works  were  opened 
twenty  years  ago,  and  they  ";ere  ob 
make  comparisons  to  the  aov^Pmf"te 
which  had  taken  place  .daring  that  t e 
The  buildings  have  Deep  cm  si-lei. aWy 
extended,  whilst  Hie  machinery  kn« i 
increased  mui  developed  to  cope  with  V't  1 

t leasing  trade.  Efer.v  lo-operator  i siting 
the  works  ttultot  fad  to  he  impressed  by  t o 
iligli  efficiency  winch  hns  been  reathed^ 
very  best  machinery  has  been  installed  \\itn 
n view  bo  securing  the  highest  standard  o 
excellence.  The  whole  place  is  clean  and 
bright,  and  the  500  employees  work  under 
the  best  of  conditions.  , . 

Every  endeavour  is  made  at  the  works  to 
produce  the  best  cocoa  and  chocolate  on  the 
market.  The  results  demonstrate  that 
these  efforts  are  successful.  I he  aim  is  «o 
turn  out  chocolate  and  cocoa  of  the  purest 
quality,  and  to  achieve  thus  end  there  are 
twentv-nine  processes.  Quality  and  purity 
me  the  two  features  always  kept  m nunci. 

Tlie  whole  process  was  inspected,  from  the 
roasting  of  tue  berries  to  the  last  stage  m 
the  packing-room.  Everything  appeared  to- 
move  like  clockwork,  with  the  aid  o.  very 
ingenious  labour-saving  maejim.rs.. 
engineer  has  co-operated  iu  increasing  the 
utility  of  the  worker.  From  the  great 
variety  of  chocolates  which  were  m process 
of  being  made  one  could  see  that  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  cater  for  all  tastes. 
Samples  were  seen  of  the  artistically- 
designed  boxes  of  chocolate  which  are  being 
sent  out  for  tl»  Christmas  trade.  These  are 
of  a very  choice  and  attractive  appearance, 
and  should  command  a big  sale  at  the 
Christinas  season.  There  is  no  better  value 
oa  the  market.  Societies  should  see  that 
their  Christmas  orders  are  given  early  with 
a view  to  avoiding  a rush  at  a later  period 
of  the  year.  No  Yuletide  display  will  be 
complete  without  a good  shew  of  these 
prettily-designed,  gilt-lettered  boxes.  I he 
boxes  will  add  to  the  brightness  of  the  store, 
whilst  the  contents  are  bound  to  give  satis- 
faction to  the  purchasers.  The  pleasure  of 
the  visit  was  cnlianoed  by  the  genial  help  of 
Mr.  Davis  (works  manager),  Mr.  W.  It. 
Lubbers  (commercial  manage'-),  and  Mr. 
Hunt  (chief  of  staff). 

Over  the  Tea  Cups. 


An  excellent  tea  was  served  in  the  Co- 
operative Hall,  over  which  Mrs.  Gasson 
(chairman  of  the  board!  preside'!.  After  the 
meal  there  were  speeches  from  the  Chair- 
man, Mis.  Green,  Messrs.  11.  Hibberd,  Mark 
Clear,  W.  J.  Salmon,  and  C.  Pulliam. 

Complimentary  references  were  made  to 
the  high  standard  which  was  attained  at  the 
works,  and  the  hop?  was  expressed  that 
societies  would  do  their  utmost  to  support 
the  managers  by  increased  loyalty. 

A vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  passed, 
acknowledging  the  assistance  which  had 
been  rendered  bv  the  C.W.S.,  the  manager 
and  staff  of  the  Luton  -Society,  and  by 
Messrs.  Davis,  Bublv?rs,  aud  Hunt.  The 
lgst-named  . renewed  acquaintance  with 
former  friends,  for  lie  was  at  one  time  asso- 
ciated with  tb_»  Leman-street  branch,  and 
had  engaged  iu  active  propaganda  work  in 
the  Metropolis.  For  tlie  smooth  carrying 
out  of  the  arrangements  tlie  .party  were  in- 
debted to  Mr.  R.  Hibbard's  skilful 
organising. 

Unfortunately,  a steady  downpour  had  to 
he  'faced  on  the  return  journey.  Co-opera- 
tors,  however,  know  how  to  make  the  best 
of  everything.  With  song  and  story  die  wet 
was  forgotten,  nrrl  the  visitors  arrived  hack 
in  London  with  pleasant  recollections  of  the 
wonders  of  the  Luton  works  and  of  the 
courtesy  and  kindness  of  the  managers.  In 
honour  of  the  event  tlie  “Poet  Laureate" 
of  the  party  wrote  a modern  version  of 
“ Who  Killed  Cock  Robin?”.  This  formed 
part  of  tlie  very  varied  selection  of  songs 
rendered  on  the  journey. 

It  is  hoped  to  make  these  .outings  an 
annual  event,  and,  if  possible,  to  include  tlie 
staffs  of  the  Parliamentary  Party,  Iuter- 
national  Co-operative  Alliance,  and  the 
Parliamentary  Committee. 


Joint  rambles  are  being  arranged  at  Read- 
ing between  the  W.E.A.  and  the  local 
society’s  educational  committee. 

A baby  show  Ls  a new  attraction  at  the 
garden  show  arranged  by  the  Reading 
Society  to  take  place  on  August  16th. 

The  National  Amalgamated  Union  of  Shop 
Assistants  negotiating  with  the  Banbury 
Society  concerning  alterations  in  conditions 
of  employment  for  branch  mauagora. 


FIGURES  AT  WOOLWICH. 

A spirited  defence  of  co-operative  trading 
and  the  part  which  is  played  in  the  life  of  the 
country  in  general,  and  of  Woolwich  in  par- 
ticular, was  put  forward  at  the  Flower  Show  at 
Abbey  Wood,  on  Saturday,  by  Mr.  W.  B. 
Neville  (secretary  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society),  who  replied  to  several  of  the  criticisms 
whicli  are  levelled,  against  the  society  with 
special  reference  to  the  contribution  which  is 
made  to  the  rates  and  taxes. 

Although,  he  said,  the  Bociety  had  its  rami- 
fications over  a wido  area  in  South  London, 
Woolwich  remained  the  home  and  organising 
centre  of  the  institution,  and  nearly  40  per 
cent,  of  the  Whole  turnover  was  confined  to 
tho  borough  of  Woolwich.  He  gave  an  em- 
phatic denial  to  the  allegations  that  the  society 
did  not  contribute  a fair  share  towards  national 
taxation  and  local  rates.  Tho  society's 
premises  and  land  in  the  borough  were  assessed 
to  the  extent  of  £10,000,  and  it  paid  last  year 
the  sum  of  no  less  than  £9,000  in  rates.  The 
total  assessments  on  its  property  in  South 
London  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  £20,000, 
and  last  year  it  paid  in  rates  alone  no  less  a 
sum  than  £18,000.  In  fact,  it  would  take 
nearly  one  hundred  multiple  shops  and  limited 
liability  companies  trading  in  Woolwich  to 
equal  the  assessments  of  tho  society,  which 
paid  in  rates  six  times  the  amount  paid  by 
the  next  largest  retailer  in  Woolwich. 

With  regard  to  the  statement  that  the 
society  did  not  pay  income  tax,  the  fact  was 
that  last  year  it  paid  £5,000  under  that  head 
on  buildings,  factories,  and  land.  Upon  the 
Bostall  Estate  alone  it  paid  £2,000  last  year 
in  income  tax — very  much  more  than  if  it  had 
been  registered  as  a separate  enterprise  in 
the  hands  of  an  estate  development  company. 
And  again,  in  licence  duty,  on  motor  vehicles, 
the  society  paid  the  sum  of  £1,500  per  annum. 
Then  there  was  the  contribution  of  the  society 
towards"  employment.  In  Woolwich  alone 
there  were  working  for  the  society  386  females 
and  861  males.  All  these  figures  proved 
that  the  co-operative  society  justified  its 
position  in  tho  life  of  Woolwich  and  South 
London  ; and  he  appealed  very  earnestly  for 
a more  generous  and  wholehearted  support 
of  tho  society  and  its  aims — co-opcration, 
self-help,  and  self-government. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

Chesham  and  Wycombe. — The  half-yearly 
meetings  were  held  in  Wyoomb?  on  June  30th 
aud  Chepha-m  on  July  7th,  the  president 
(Mr.  A.  E.  Howlett)  occupying  the  chair  at 
both  meetings.  Tho  report  for  tho  twenty- 
six  weeks  ended  May  22nd  disclosed  sales  of 
£61,428.  The  report  stated  time  when  due 
allowance  had  been  made  for  the  terrible 
state  of  trade  and  unemployment,  particu- 
larly locally,  and  also  the  financial  effect  on 
tlio  members  of  the  prolonged  strike  in  tho 
boot  trade,  the  committee  considered  tlie 
society  was  weathering  these  various  crises 
in  a * manner  entirely  creditable.  After 
writing  down  the  stocks  the  surplus  allowed 
the  usual  dividend  of  ls.  in  the  pound  and 
tlie  usual  grants  to  educational  and  Charit- 
able purposes.  Messrs.  C,  Goinm  and  J. 
Longford  were  elected  to  tlie  Chesham  com- 
mittee. The  eduoational  committee’s 
accounts  for  the  half-year  were  adopted  un- 
animously and  disclosed  rare  activity  on  tlie 
propaganda  side  of  the  society's  operations. 

Cambridge. — About  100  mem  hers  attended 
the  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held  in 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  Burleigh-street,  on 
July  4th.  The  president  (Mr.  G.  It. 
Meadeu)  occupied  the  chair.  The  report 
covered  a period  of  twenty-six  weeks,  and 
showed  cash  sales  amounting  to  £160,636, 
an  increase  over  the  twenty-three  weeks 
(1921)  of  £1,101.  The  average  weekly  sales 
showed  a decrease  of  £757.  It  was  pointed 
out,  however,  that  from  December  to  June, 
1921,  the"  cost  of  living  figures  averaged 
143  per  cent.,  hut  for  tlie  period  covered 
by  the  present  report  the  average  had  been 
88  per  cent,  over  the  year  1914.  If,  there- 
fore, prices  had  been  maintained  at  the 
high  level  of  1921,  the  weekly  trade  of  the 
society  would  have  shown  an  increase  of 
£1.049  per  week.  Indeed,  the  actual  trade 
had  been  almost  doubled  during  the  past 
five  years — a retrospect  distinctly  encourag- 
ing as  showing  tho  steady  advance  which 
the  society  was  making.  There  had  been 
a net  gain  in  membership  during  the  half- 
year  of  238,  leaving  the  membership  at  the 
close  of  the  period  11.453.  Tlie  disposable 
balance,  after  providing  for  interest  on 
capital,  depreciation,  and  all  revenue 
charges,  was  £10,580  ls.  lid.  Dividend 
at  ls.  2d.  in  the  pound  was  approved,  and 
the  following  amounts  were  allocated : — 
Reserve  fund,  £250;  education  fund.  £137 
6s.;  contingent  fund,  £100;  insurance 
fund,  £200.  A recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee was  passed  unanimously,  to  the 
effect  that  after  December  5th,  1922,  no 
interim  division  of  surplus  shall  he  made, 
and  any  other  division  shall  lie  allocated 
each  half-year.  Subscriptions  amounting  to 
over  £32  were  approved. 


SECOND  TO  NONE  IN  THE 

COUNTY. 

A SUCCESSFUL 
INAUGURATION. 

The  Woking  Society  lias  now  increased  its 
facilities  for  catering  for  its  members  by  the 
provision  of  an*  up-to-date  bakery  fully 
equipped  for  supplying  bread  under  tlie  best 
hygienic  conditions.  The  existing  bakery  at 
the  rear  of  the  central  stores  in  Percy-street 
had  proved  insufficient  for  tho  increasing 
trade  of  tin's  progressive  society.  A compre- 
hensive scheme  was  prepared  by  Messrs. 
Bethell  and  Swaunell  (the  society’s  archi- 
tects) which  would  serve  the  purpose  for 
many  years  to  come,  but  which  could  be  car- 
ried out  in  sections  so  as  to  not  overload  the 
society  with  capital  charges.  The  committee 
decided  to  carry  out  a portion  of  the  scheme, 
and  to  erect  the  remainder- when  the  trade 
necessitates  a further  extension.  The  visi- 
tors who  inspected  tlie  premises  on  Satuiday 
were  impressed  by  the  compactness,  arid  the 
admirable  arrangements  for  securing 
economy  and  efficiency. 

The  Method  of  Working. 

Tlie  flour  is  elevated  by  an  electrically 
worked  hoist  to  the  first  floor,  which  is  tem- 
porarily used  as  a flour  store  until  the  second 
floor  is  constructed.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  so  tliat  the  roof,  which  is  of  rein- 
forced concrete,  w,ill  become  the  floor  of  the 
future  flour  store.  Adjoining  the  flour  store 
is  tlie  dough  room,  which  with  its  tiled  walls 
and  fl-cor  is  bright  and  clean.  Here  there  is 
a dough  mixer.  The  flour  is  tipped  into  a 
hopper  and  then  automatically  conveyed  to 
the  mixer.  It  is  then  mixed  and  shot  into 
the  dough  troughs  for  a time  to  allow  the 
dough  to  rise.  Tlie  dough  is  sent  down  a 
shoot  to  the  ground  floor,  where 'it  enters 
the  divider  and  hander-up,  and  is  then 
moulded  ready  for  the  draw-pLate  oven.  The 
handling  of  the  dough  is  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 

The  ground  floor  is  fitted  up  with  a double- 
deck draw-plate  oven,  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Baker  Sons  and  Perkins,  and  two  cake  peel 
ovens.  The  walls  of  the  ground  floor  are 
lined  with  white  tiles,  and  the  floors  are  laid 
with  special  slabs  and  tiles  so  as  to  resist  tlie 
wear  of  the  trolley  castors.  Between  tlie 
bakery  and  bread-ccoling  room  there  r.re 
racks  with  sliding  doors  back  and  front. 
This  part  of  the  premises  leads  into  a 
spacious  covered  yard,  where  the  vans  can  be 
loaded  with  ample  protection  against  the 
weather.  A system  of  steam  and  hot  water 
ip  installed  throughout,  whilst  the  building 
Ls  fitted  with  the  electric  light. 

Private  View. 

There  was  a private  view  of  the  bakery 
on  Saturday  morning,  when  several  pro- 
minent townsmen  attended  and  admired  the 
splendid  provisions  which  the  society  have 
made  for  supplying  bread  to  its  members. 
Subsequently  the  visitors,  members  of  the 
committee,  and  others  partook  of  a luncheon 
provided  in  the  Co-operative  Hall. 

MT  W.  Chew  ter  (president)  occupied  the 
chair,  aud  Mr.  F.  Bethell  (architect  of  the 
building)  gave  a highly  instructive  address 
on  “ Modern  Methods  of  Baking,”  in  which 
he  referred  to  the  changes  which  had  taken 
place  during  the  past  twenty-five  years. 
He  described  the  arrangement  of  the  bakery, 
anti  said  visitors  would  find  that  it  was  the 
igost  up-tc-date  bakehouse  in  that  part  of  the 
county. 

Formal  Opening. 

The  opening  ceremonv  took  place  outside 
the  bakery.  Heavy  showers  curtailed  the 
speeches.  ’ Mr.  W.  Cliewter,  who  presided, 
said  the  committeo  were  pleased  to  see  such 
a fine  crowd.  The  society  bad  erected  a 
splendid  building  from  which  could  he  sup- 
plied the  “staff  of  life.”  On  behalf  of  the 
committee  lie  asked  the  members  to  realise 
their  responsibilities  to  the  hakelnnis.?  in 
the  future.  They  would  have  the  finest 
bread  produced  under  the  best  of  conditions. 
The  society  hud  put  up  a bakehouse  second 
to  none  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  outside  iiie 
Metropolitan  area.  He  announced  tliat  Mr. 
Hart  (eecretnry),  who  was  to  perform  tlie 
opening  ceremony,  had  been  connected  with 
the  Society  from  its  commencement,  and  wa« 
the  first  president.  Mr.  Hart  was  after- 
wards appointed  part-time  and  then  full-time 
secretary.  He  had  tlie  full  con.fi dene?  tlie 
members,  aud  had*been  a real  asset  to  the 
society.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  Bradshaw  fG’.W.S.  director) 
offered  some  congratulatory  remarks.  Tlie 
bakery,  lie  said,  had  been  put  up  for  tho 
members  of  tlie  society,  and  whatever  suc- 
cess was  attained  would  be  due  to  (he  mem- 
bers. Ho  was  sure  that  they  had  an  up-to- 
date  and  hygienic  bakery.  He  desired  to 
congratulate  them  upon  the  progressive 
character  of  the  society. 

Mr.  F.  Bethell  presented  Mr.  Hart  with  a 
souvenir  key.  He  mentioned  that  amongst' 
the  societies  for  whom  lie  had  worked  as  an 
architect  there  was  not  one  with  which  lie 
hnd  worked  with  greater  harmony  than  at 
Woking. 

Mr.  Hart  returned  thanks  for  the  key. 
He  stated  tluit  the  society  started  supplying 
the  members  with  bread  in  1900  When  the 
new  property  was  purchased  at  Church- 
street  the  society  had  to  build  a bakery  .and 
dispense  with  outside  help.  The  bakery  was 
built  by  direct  labour,  a policy  always 
adopted  by  the  society.  Tlie  new  building 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


EALING  M.P.  AND  THE  CATTLE 
EMBARGO. 

Tiif,  Ealing  and  District  Men’s  Guild 
have  tackled  Sir  Herbert  Nield,  K.O 
Coalition  Unionist  M.P.  for  Ealing,  on  tlie 
question  of  the  Canadian  cattle  eruburco’ 
A resolution  on  the  subject  was  sent  to  Sir 
Herbert,  who  replied  to  tlie  effect  that  ho 
believed  the  agitation  to  remove  tho 
embargo  was  “ purely  one  on  the  part  of 
speculators  in  meat." 

The  Guild  replied  pointing  out  that  the 
co-operative  movement,  representing  ap- 
proximately 16,000,000  consumers,  was 
competent  to  come  to  a considered  decision 
on  this  matter;  and  seeing  that  member, 
sliip  was  open_to  all,  the  term  “ speculators 
in  meat  ” could  not  bo  applicable.  Argo- 
ments  iu  favour  of  the  embargo  being  re- 
moved were  also  submitted. 

Following  further  correspondence,  Sjr 
Herbert  . Nield  wrote  to  the  following 
effect : — 

“ I have  no  personal  interest  one  way  or 
the  other,  except  that  as  an  Englishman  I 
prefer  to  see  all  our  farming  interests  freed 
from  the  blighting  influences  of  American 
trusts  and  other  manipulative  devices  of 
profiteers  and  speculators.  If  your  action 
in  the  matter  arouses  any  interest  it  is  a 
surprise  that  ‘ Socialists  ’ like  yourself  and 
your  organisation  should  take  the  line  yon 
do  in  the  matter.” 

The  effect  of  the  correspondence  hag 
been  good  in  one  way,  iu  that  it  has  shown 
on  which  side  of  the  fence  the  Merribcr  for 
Ealing  sits  ; and  tliat  he  is  like  many  other 
public  men,  who  think  everyone  who  does 
not  hold  their  opinions  is  either  Bolshevist 
or  Socialist. 


OFF  TO  CANADA. 

PRESENTATION  TO  GUILD  WORKER 
AT  COBHAM. 

Mb.  E.  Strange,  of  Oobliam  (Surrey),  wlio 
is  leaving  very  shortly  for  Canada  was,  cn 
Monday  night,  July  10th,  the  recipient  of  a 
beautiful  travelling  case  as  a mark  of  appre- 
ciation fur  tlie  enthusiastic  work  he  has  done 
for  oo-oparation  in  the  district.  The  prosen. 
tation  was  made  possible  by  tl>?  offer: s of 
the  Men’s  Guild  (Oobliam  branch  of  the 
Addlestone  Society),  helped  by  subscriptions 
from  members  of  the  society. 

Mr.  Strange  was  a committeeman  and  a 
devoted  worker  to  the  Cohham  Society  until 
it  amalgamated  with  the  Addlestone  Society- 
in  July,  1914.  In  July,  1915.  lie  became. a 
member  of  the  committee  of  the  Addlestone 
Society  and  reran iued  so  until  February, 
1921,  when  he  retired  owing  to  lus  inability 
to  serve.  Mr.  Strange  was  also  secretary  of 
tlie  Cobliam  Men’s  Guild  for  spine  years  and 
did  excellent  work. 

Mr.  R.  T.  Gray  (president  of  the  society), 
on  making  the  presentation  in  the  presence 
of  the  guild  and  members  of  the  management 
committee,  said  lie  realised  the  sterling 
qualities  possessed  "by  Mr.  Stra  nge  and  of  the 
self-sacrificing  efforts  he  mad?  to  further  the 
co-operative  cause.  He  had  pleasure  in  ask- 
ing Mr.  Strange  to  accept  that  token  of  a;)-' 
precaution  not  for  its  intrinsic  value  hut  for 
the  wealth  of  thought  and  the  good  wishes  it 
represented  from  his  colleagues. 

Mr.  Strange  suitably  replied,  thanking 
them  for  the  gift  and  for  the  courteous 
manner  in  which  lie  had  always  been  treated. 

Several  of  those  present  also  expressed 
their  eulogy  for  the  way  in  which  Mr, 
Strange  had  served  the  society. 


The  South  Suburban  employees  ate  having 
their  annual  outing  to  Margate  on  Wednes- 
day, July  19th. 

Mr.  Walter  Harding,  an  active  worker  in 
the  movement,  lias  been  appointed  chairman 
of  the  South  Suburban  edue.atioii.nJ  execu- 
tive iu  succession  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Finnis,  who 
lias  retired  after  a useful  term  of  office. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

had  been  erected  by  the  Guild  of  Builders* 
Mr.  Hart  then  formally  declared  t"0 
building  open. 


presentation  to  the  Secretary. 

I/ater  in  the  afternoon  tea  was  provid 
for  the  delegates,  members,  and  visitors. 
About  1.500  were  supphxl  with  tea-  lil° 
catering  for  this  big  party  being  efficiently 
carried  out  by  the  {committee  and  l"'(iy 
helpers,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  t. 
W.  New  bold  (manager).  Delegates  w*r® 
present  from  Reading,  Brighton,  Croydon, 
Haslemere.  Surbiton,  Guildfonl.  and  <■-«<£ 
ere.  After  the  tea  Mr.  Bethell  present#* 
to  Mr.  Hart  a dinner  service  in  commemora- 
ton  of  the  opening  of  the  bakery. 

Mr.  Hart,  in  acknowledgment,  referred 
the  valuable  services  of  Mr  Newbol 
(manager),  and  to  the  loyal  and  con  sis  fen 
work  of  the  committee.  The  society 
reached  a position  beyond  their  wildest 
dreams  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  They  wore 
on  the  threshold  of  greater  things.  " Im’ 
had  been  accomplished  in  the  past  w-1s  •' 
index  of  what  could  he  done  in  the  ,llt1urij 
In  tlie  evening  a concert-  meeting  was  -101® 
in  Christ  Church  Hall.  A high-daw  pro- 
gramme was  provided  by  Mr.  Claude 
good’s  concert  party.  A propaganda  nd'ire 
was  delivered  in  tlie  interval  by  Mr.  * 
Bradshaw  (C.W.S.  director). 
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THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 
THE  HISTORY  OF  RAILWAY  TRADE 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 
HOW  POLAND  IS  TO  PAY  THE 


UNIONISM.* 


ENGLISH  C.W.S. 


REVIEWED  BY  FREDERICK  ROCKELL. 


WHERE  AMALGAMATION  IS  MUCH  TO  THE  FORE. 


The  writing  of  history,  which  is  usually 
j^garded  os  an  academic  pursuit,  has  by  no 
means  been  confined  to  the  professors, 
flerodotus  was  a traveller.  Grote  was  a 
banker.  Gibbon  was  a gentleman  of  leisure. 
Buckle  never  went  to  school,  much  less  to  a 
university.  Macaulay  was  a lawyer.  Hume 
began  life  in  law  and  commerce.  Smollett 
^js  a ship's  surgeon  and  novelist ; Carlyle 
a journalist.  And  now,  to  come  to  the  last 
in  the  list,  Mr.  G.  W.  Alcock  is,  or  rather  was, 
a railwayman,  or,  to  be  more  precise,  a signal- 
man on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  ; but  for 
the  last  twenty-five  years  an  employee  at  the 
London  branch  of  the  C.W.S.  How  he  ceased 
to  bo  a signalman  is  one  of  the  incidents  he 
tells  in  his  “ Fifty  Years  of  Railway  Trade 
Unionism,"  a characteristic  instance  of  vic- 
timisation in  the  trade  union  cause. 

It  is  an  almost  ineradicable'  vice  of  historians 
as  a class  that  they  write  with  some  sort  of 
bias.  Nor  dp  we  see  how  this  is  to  be  avoided  ; 
for  an  historian  who  had  no  bias  would  not 
be  a man  but  a machine,  and  Mr.  Alcock  has 
his  full  share  of  this  very  human  quality, 
his  bias  being  that  of  the  workman  smarting 
under  wrongs  inflicted  by  the  employing  clas3. 
How  could  a railway  servant  who  was  also  a 
man  be  otherwise  than  biased  if,  liko  Mr. 
Alcock,  his  connection  with  the  railways 
went  back  to  tho  time  when  inhumanly  long 
hours  were  worked  by  railway  employees,  so 
that  sometimes,  as  our  historian  tells  us, 
trains  could  not  proceed  because  signalmen 
who  bad  been  on  duty  twenty-four  hours  at 
a stretch  had  fallen  asleep  in  their  signal 
boxes ; or  because  engine  drivers  bad  fallen 
asleep  on  the  footplates  of  their  locomotives 
while  the  fireman  was  taking  in  water  for  the 
next  journey.  How,  we  say,  could  such  a 
one  write  without  bias  of  a system  so  inhuman 
and  so  cruel  ? 

But,  despito  this  forgivable  bias,  under 
stress  of  which  our  present  liistorian  hits  out 
furiously  when  need  be,  cither  against  systems 
or  the  men  working  them,  hp  can  be,  and  often 
is,  generous  to  a fault.  And  when  he  has 
said  all  the  bad  things  that  can  be  said  against 
somo  individual  who  appears  in  tho  pages  of 
his  history,  he  will  often  give  a qualifying 
paragraph  which  might  easily  be  quoted  as  a 
testimonial  to  his  virtues.  So  that  in  spite 
of  his  natural  bias,  Mr.  Alcock  always  attempts 
to  hold  tho  scales  fairly.  However  he  may 
pile  up  an  indictment  against  a man,  he  nearly 
always  finds  something  good  to  say  about  him 
at  the  finish. 

This  is  particularly  the  case  with  regard  to 
the  railway  servants  who  appear  in  liis  book, 
more  especially  the  men  who  have  had  official 
connection  with  tho  railway  trade  union 
movement.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
reason  why  this  history  is  so  fascinating  a 
study,  is  because  Mr.  Alcock  fills  his  pages 
with  lifelike  portraits  of  the  men  who  made 
the  history  of  railway  trade  unionism.  These 
men  arc  no  lay  figures.  They  palpitate  with 
life.  This  is  due  partly  to  Mr.  Alcock’s  skill 
88  a narrator  (given  other  qualifications  he 
would  have  made  a successful  novelist)  and 
partly  to  the  fact  that  unlike  Grote  and 
Gibbons,  who  wrote  of  times  they  had  nob 
Jived  in,  and  of  men  they  had  never  seen,  Mr. 
Alcock  is  a contemporary  of  the  men  whose 
actions  he  chronicles  and  has  personally  rubbed 
shoulders  with  most  of  tho  men  he  depicts. 

Take  Osborne,  for  instance — tho  Osborne 
who  shook  the  whole  trade  union  world  over 
his  litigation  upon  the  question  of  the  com- 
pulsory levy  for  political  purposes — not  only 
was  Osborne  a worker  on  the  same  railway  as 
Alcock,  but  for  yearn  was  a lodger  in  Alcock’s 
house.  Here  is  a pen  picture  of  Osborne. 

Ho  was  perhaps  a too  devoted  wor- 
shipper at  the  shrine  of  liberty;  too 
staunchly  devoted  to  freedom;  exalted 
personal  liberty  on  too  high  a pedestal, 
and  made  a fetish  of  conscience. 

Perhaps  the  man  whom  Alcock  is  most 
hitter  about  is  Vincent.  Our  historian  steeps 
his  pen  in  gall  when  writing  of  this  Pretender, 
|his  claimant  to  the  honour  of  being  the  real 
“under  of  railway  trade  unionism,  for  that  wo 
8ftther  is  Vincent’s  crime  in  Mr.  Alcock’s  eyes. 

ut  even  for  Vincent  he  has  also  some  flattering 
“‘“gs  to  say.  After  pouring  vitriol  on  his 
Pretensions  as  a founder,  he  gives  him  a para- 
Kraph  or  two  of  praise  for  his  oratorical 
abilitiep, 

Sty  Yean  of  Railway  Trade  Unionism."  by  G. 

"•  A,cock.  Co-operative  Printing  Society  Ltd. 


About  the  only  man  Alcock  has  no  good 
word  to  say  frr  is  Secretary  Chapman,  who  is 
described  as  a muddler  and  an  incompetent  : 
and  Alcock  has  immeasurable  scorn  for  all 

incompetcncy.  \ 

There  is,  however,  no  villiin  in  Mr.  Alcock’s 
history.  If  ever  he  took  to  writing  plays  he 
would  certainly  have  to  avoid  melodrama. 
He  would  pourtray  the  blameless  hero  all 
right,  but  never  the  out-and-out  villain. 

No  history  of  railway  trade  unionism  would 
he  complete  without  reference  to  Lord  Claude 
Hamilton,  and  although  Mr.  Alcook  is  not 
sparing  with  epithets  which  to  say  the  least 
of  it  are  strong,  he  lets  him  otf  lightly  at  the 
end  by  remarking  that 

his  lordship  was  never  so  bad  as  he  made 
himself  appear  to  be.  Ho  is  one  of  the 
most  kindly  of  men,  and  has  the  gift  of 
humour.  He  could  not  brook  outside  in- 
terference. He  wanted  to  do  all  the  good 
he  could  in  his  own  way,  hut  it  must  be 
his  own  way  and  in  no  other.  He  was 
the  judge  of  what  was  good,  and  it  was 
anathema  for  anyone  to  stand  between 
the  wind  and  his  nobility. 

Evans,  again,  i3  a man  to  whom  Alcock 
gives  enthusiastic  praise,  but  does  not  with-' 
hold  iris  due  measure  of  blame.  Evans  was 
one  of  the- most  brilliant  men  over  connected 
with  railway  unionism,  but  he  had  the  defects 
of  his  qualities,  and  Alcock  is  not  sparing  in 
the  recital  cither  of  the  one  or  tho  other. 

If  there  is  a hero,  however,  in  the  book,  it 
is  probably  Bell,  for  whom  Alcock  has  prac- 
tically nothing  to  say  but  praise,  or  at  least, 
so  little  of  blame,  that  it  is  qs  difficult  to  find 
as  the  proverbial  pea  in  a pottle.  Hero  is 
what  he  says  of  Richard  Bell  in  the  way  of 
praise  : — 

In  losing  Mr.  Bell  they  lost  a good 
pilot.  . . . He  steered  the  ship  through 
troubled  waters.  He  brought  order  out 
of  chaos.  He  worked,  thought,  laboured 
for  us ; gave  us  of  his  best  and  left  us. 

There  are  in  the  Iristory  men  to  admire, 
men  to  despise,  men  to  hate  ; but  Mr.  Alcock 
reserves  his  love  for  Secretary  Williams.  Of 
him  he  says  : — 

All  men  held  him  in  their  hearts.  They 
loved  him,  and  no  man  that  has  ever 
been  in  any  position  up  to  that  time  car- 
ried more  profound  respect  of  the  mem- 
bers. He  nad  character,  he  had  charm, 
and  lie  bound  others  to  him  as  with  hooks 
of  steel. 

Regarding  Mr.  Thomas,  and  in  reference  to 
the  time  when  he  was  assistant  secretary  to 
Mr.  Williams,  our  author  says : — 

Williams,  however,  had  one  sure  asset 
in  J.  H.  Thomas.  He  was  not  only  a 
willing  helper  to  his  chief,  but  supplied 
qualities  that  he  lacked.  Thomas  was 
obs-orvant,  tactical,  energetic,  saw  two 
ways  of  getting  to  a possible  road  if  the 
first  path  failed  him.  And  so  this  most 
useful  adviser,  administrator,  and  worker 
had  bounded  forward  and  landed  oil  the 
right  hand  side  of  his  chief,  whom  he 
loved. 

And  it  is  tho  Right  Hon.  J.  H.  Thomas, 
M.P.,  who  writes  a foreword  to  the  history. 
Here  are  Iris  opening  words  : — 

When  I requested  Bro.  Alcock  to  write 
the  history  of  our  organisation,  I had  in 
mind  that  there  was  no  member  of  the 
union  who  had  played  a longer  or  nobler 
part  in  the  administration  of  its  internal 
affairs,  and  who  had  such  a storehouse 
of  information  about  its  early  days. 

In  this  foreword,  Mr.  Thomas  also  briefly 
reviews  railway  events  from  the  1011  strike 
down  to  tho  present  time,  speaking,  in  passing, 
of  his  own  resignation  in  1918,  “ ono  of  the 
saddest  days  of  my  life,”  and  dealing  finally 
with  tho  great  strike  of  1919.  And,  once 
more  to  quote  Mr.  Thomas,  this  book  of 
Alcock’s  “ is  a record  of  the  growth  of  railway 
trade  unionism.  It  is  more ; it  shows  how 
tho  railway  men  have  gradually  emerged  from 
virtual  slavery  to  a measure  of  industrial 
freedom  and  independence  previously 
unknown.” 

Our  final  word  is  that  this  book  not  only 
constitutes  a most  valuable  Iristorieal  record 
of  a great  working-elas3  movement,  but  throbs 
and  pulsates  like  a human  heart.  It  is  a 
history,  not  to  bo  pigeon-holed  in  libraries 
for  mere  reference,  but  a human  document 
to  be  read.  


The  latest  use  of  the  “ Millgate  Monthly  ” 
is  to  provide  text  for  shorthand  in  advanced 
style  in  that  very  useful  weekly,  “ Pitman’s 
Journal.” 


The  co-operative  movement  is  nowhere  more 
active  than  in  Poland,  despite  the  late  war  and 
the  after  restlessness.  Tho  Zwiazck  Polskich 
•Stowarzyszen  Spozywcow,  otherwise  the  Union 
of  Polish  Consumers’  Societies,  strengthened  its 
forces  through  amalgamation,  a process  which 
is  going  on  rapidly  in  Poland.  No  less  than 
2 » societies  were  struck  oil  the  Union  books 
for  the  year  in  consequence  of  amalgamation. 
And  in  this  connection,  it  is  worthy  of  special 
note  that  the  Polish  Diet  passed  a special  law, 
on  April  7th  of  this  year,  in  order  to  facilitate 
and  legalise  the  amalgamation  of  co-operative 
socioties,  of  which  many  small  ones  were  estab- 
lished during  the  war.  The  law  recognises 
amalgamation  after  resolutions  passed  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  in  general  meeting, 
have  been  registered  in  court,  and  the  balance 
sheets  having  been  laid  out  for  public  inspection 
at  least  a week  before  the  general  meetings. 

Warsaw’s  Three  in  One. 

The  capital  city  of  Warsaw,  one  time  a co- 
operative desert,  is  now  a growing  centre  of 
strength,  thanks  to  the  amalgamation,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  of  the  three  biggest 
societies  of  Warsaw  : The  Co-operative  Con- 
sumers’ Society  of  Warsaw — the  oldest  in 
Poland,  established  in  1869 — the  Workers’ 
Consumers’  Co-operative  Society  of  Warsaw 
and  Environs,  and  the  Co-operafive  Consumers’ 
Society,  “ The  Morning.”  The  amalgamated 
society,  the  Warsaw  Co-operat’vo  Consumer-'1 
Society,  has  a membership  of  11,236  persons, 
a share  capital  of  nearly  10  million  Polish 
marks,  24  branches,  and  its  own  bakery, 
and  employs  74  persons. 

Besides  the  process  of  amalgamation,  small 
societies  join  up  with  local  or  district  unions, 
which,  in  turn,  become  members  of  the  Central 
Union  instead  of  the  societies  individually. 

Here  arc  comparative  totals  : — 

Unions  & SocieUo3-  Members, 
ooc  etlei- 

1920.. ..  623  ..  1,058  ..  347,459 

1921.. ..  560  ..  1,049  ..  348,500 
The  average  number  of  members  in  one  society, 
directly  affiliated  to  the  Union,  was  489  last 
year  against  451  in  the  previous  year  ; and  of 
a society  affiliated  to  the  local  unions,  160 
against  159 

The  total  turnover  of  the  wholesale  depart- 
ment of  tho  Union  in  1921  was  4,943,782  Polish 
marks,  compared  with  758,853,765  marks  in 
1920.  The  enormous  increase  is  due  to  the 
devaluation  of  the  Polish  currency. 

The  share  capital  of  the  Union  increased 
from  over  3,000,000  marks  to  over  41,200,000 
marks,  approximately  1,200  per  cent.,  while 
the  sales  increased  only  553  per  cent.  The 
large  increase  is  mainly  due  to  an  intense 
capital  campaign. 

Indebtedness  to  the  English. 

The  Union  is  a debtor  to  the  English  C.W.S. 
to  a considerable  amount,  and  in  order  to 


liquidate  this  the  net  surplus  of  150,150.207 
marks  has  been  wholly  transferred  to  the 
reserve  fund  of  tho  exchange,  thus  making  a 
total  of  this  fund  of  nearly  200,000,000  marks. 
Moreover,  to  further  help  to  meet  this  debt,  an 
export  department  has  been  established,  with 
an  agency  in  London ; and  sinco  tho  com- 
mencement of  these  activities  in  November, 
1921 — that  is,  during  two  months — about  220 
tons  of  goods  were  exported,  these  being 
timber,  fruits,  seeds,  onions,  &c.,  to  the  amount 
of  48,000,000  marks. 

Productive  enterprise  is  represented  by  a 
soap  factory,  with  an  output  worth  1 10,000,000 
marks,  and  timber  working  in  tho  way  of 
staves,  8poke3,  sleepers,  sundries,  &c.,  amount- 
ing to  7,755,000  marks.  A farm  of  500  acres 
has  been  taken  over  from  tho  Government — 
the  first  effort  of  the  kind — where  it  is  intended 
to  go  in  for  poultry  breeding  and  eggs. 

Tax  Privileges. 

Our  British  - readers  will  be  specially  in- 
terested in  the  fact  that,  although  recently 
several  bills  concerning  taxation  were  passed 
by  the  Polish  Diet,  owing  to  tho  endeavours 
made  by  the  central  co-operative  organisation 
certain  privileges  were  granted  either  to  all 
co-operative  organisations  or  to  the  consumers’ 
co-operative  societies  only. 

Tho  consumers’  societies  are  entirely  free 
from  the  national  tributo.  The  dividends  on 
purchases  and  reserve  funds  transfers  of 'the  — 
co-operative  societies  are  free  from  the  profit 
tax  to  the  amount  not  exceeding  10  per  cent, 
of  the  total  profit.  Some  abatements  are 
allowed  on  the  patent  duty.  Nevertheless,  the 
taxation  remaining  still  unchanged  from  the 
time  of  the  partition  of  Poland  is  very  injurious 
towards  the  co-operative  societies.  The  State 
Co-operative  Councel  called  therefore  upon  the 
Government  for  a special  taxation  bill  for  the 
co-operative  organisations,  having  regard  of 
their  social  and  economical  character. 

Thore  is  a Co-operative  Guild,  which,  dating 
from  1906,  is  the  oldest  co-operative  propa- 
ganda organisation  in  Poland.  It  unites  co- 
operators  of  all  kinds  in  a common  effort 
towards  propaganda  among  non-co-operators 
and  the  solving  of  co-operative  problems.  It 
was  this  organisation  that  really  led  to  the 
foundation  of  the  Union  and  tho  Wholesale. 

A start  was  made  this  year  with  the  Co- 
operative Employees’  General  Trade  Union, 
to  appeal  to  the  10,000  persons  employed  co- 
operatively in  the  country. 

Publishing  activities  comprise  the  “ Spol- 
nota,”  a popular  weekly ; “ Spolem,”  a tech- 
nical fortnightly ; and  “ -Rzeczpospolita 
Spoldzielcza,”  a monthly  review ; besides  a 
host  of  books — including  “ Victorious  Co-opera- 
tion,” a stirring  history  of  tho  English  C.W.S. 

— picture  posters  and  postcards,  lantern  slides, 

&c. 


THE  WORKERS 

ONE  WEAPON. 

Worker  (picking 
out  the  double-edged 
sword  labelled  ” Con- 
sumers’ Co-opera- 
tion ” from  the  other 
swords  representing 
“ Political  M o v e - 
ment,”  “ Plaoe-Soek- 
ing,”  “Social  Clubs,” 
and  “ Productive 
Association  ”) : “I 

certainly  believe  that, 
without  this  weapon, 
a permanent  im- 
provement in  my  posi- 
tion is  not  possible.” 


IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

A number  of  societies  in  British  Columbia, 
after  a meeting  lasting  until  midnight, 
have  formed  a British  Columbian  Section 
of  tho  Co-operative  Union  of  Canada,  which 
is  so  well  engineered  by  General  Secretary 
Keen,  whose  name  is  indicative  of  his 
attitude  towards  co-operation. 

anti-blasphemy. 

The  Italian  Co-operative  Confederation — 
a Catholic  orgqnisufioft-phas  joined  in  a 
campaign  against  ^laspjieipy.  . . 


NEW  YORK  INSURANCE. 

New  York  State. has  166  co-operative  fire 
insurance  companies  with  §”50,000.000  of 
fire  insurance.  In  some  of  the  companies 
the  fire  insurance  ccgt  runs  as  low  as  §2.70 
per  §1,000  of  risk. 

FINLAND’S  GREATEST  IMPORTER. 

The  Siiomon  Osuuskauppojen  Keskus- 
kunta — the  Finnish  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society— is  the  largest  importing  organisa- 
tion in  Finland,  and  tells  the  gixuls  solely 
to  affiliated  co-operative  societies. i 1 
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CO-OPERATIVE  WHOLESALE  SOCIETY  LTD. 

JEWELLERS  and 
WATCHMAKERS. 


□ □ \D 


Co-operators  wanting  presentation  watches, 
&c , can  on  inquiry  have  a selection  sent  on 
approval. 


Orders  received  through  local  distributive 
stores  will  have  immediate  attention. 


Always  specify  C.W.S.  watches,  jewellery,  &c., 
when  wanting  such  of  good  repute  at 
reasonable  prices. 


Che  CO'Operaiiue  Rods 


AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 


All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News”  Should  be 
addressed  "THE  EDITOR .”  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  "News”  should  be  addressed  to  "THE  MANAGER,” 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS , 22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 


SATURDAY,  JULY  15,  1922. 


Ask  to  be  shown  the  Gents’ 

GF.  ' 

Watches. 

STAG  PATTERN  .'.  . 

. £4 

17s.  6d. 

(10  years  guaranteed 

case.) 

STAG  PATTERN  -- 

. £6 

12s.  Od. 

(20  years  guaranteed 

case.) 

No.  202  . . . . . . 

. £3 

7s.  6d. 

□ □ □ 


Can  be  supplied  through  the  Jewellery  Departments 
at  Manchester,  Newcastle,  London,  Bristol,  and 
Cardiff,  or  direct  Jrom  Birmingham. 


PACKING  CASES, 
MOULDINGS, 
and  TIMBER 


OF  ALL  DESCRIPTIONS, 

SUPPLIED  BY  TELE 


c.w.  s. 

NCIIII!  CASE  WORKS, 


.AFFAIRS  OF  THE  CW.S. 


that  dividend  we  hope  his  announcement  will  be  in  the 
affirmative. 


VERE  STREET,  SALFORD, 

MANCHESTER. 


Committees  are  invited  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  C.W.  S.  Packing  Case  Works 
for  their  requirements  in  wood  work.  :: 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□I 


THE  QUALITY  LINE. 


Siluer  seal 
margarine 


::  ::  Made  from  the  :: 

FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS, 
Specially  refined.  Churned  with 
RICH  CHESHIRE  MILK. 
Mixed  with  the  maximum 
quantity,  of  BEST  BUTTER 
allowed  by  law.  Manufactured 
by  BRITISH  CO-OPERA- 
::  TIVE  LABOUR.  ::  :: 


BETTER  than  Cheap  Butter 
::  ::  of  Inferior  Quality.  ::  :: 


The  educational  value  of  the  C.W.S.  meeting  was 
fairly  appraised  by  Mr.  Lander,  on  Saturday , when  be 
opposed  the  substitution  of  card  voting  for  the  prescnj 
system  of  voting  by  delegates.  The  discussion  arose 
on  a resolution  from  Woolwich  instructing  the  direc- 
tors to  prepare  a scheme  for  submission  to  the  next 
meeting  for  an  amendment  of  rules  to  provide  that  the 
full  voting  power  of  a shareholding  society  can  be  used 
irrespective  of  the  number  of  delegates  attending  the 
meeting.  Behind  the  proposal  was  a desire  to  enable 
societies  to  use  their  full  voting  power  without  having 
to  incur  the  expense  of  sending  a delegate  to  record 
each  vote.  That  is  a laudable  desire. 

We  believe  Mr.  Lander  correctly  anticipated  what 
may  happen.  Relying  upon  their  full  votes  being 
recorded  societies  will  probably  reduce  the  number  of 
delegates  they  send.  That  would  make  a general 
meeting  a more  wieldy  business  meeting,  out  the  dele- 
gates cut  off  would  be  deprived  of  the  educational 
advantages  of  their  presence  which,  in  the  case  of  a 
meeting  like  Saturday’s,  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated.  All  the  delegates  do  not  appreciate  the 
educational  value  of  the  meetings,  but  that  is  their 
fault. 

Any  change  of  rule  that  will  facilitate  a full  rcsister 
of  the  opioions  of  the  shareholding  societies,  is  to 
be  welcomed  at  a time  when  economy  is  desirable.  The 
whole  proposal  seems  simple,  but  in  framing  a scheme 
and  the  necessary  amendments  to  the  rules — which  will 
require  a two-thirds  majority  next  time- — the  coriliiiittec 
will  have  to  exercise  the  utmost  care  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  the  introduction  into  co-operative  assem- 
blies of  anything  which  resembles  the  proxy  voting 
system  in  limited  companies,  which  affords  amazing 
opportunities  for  the  adoption  of  courses  which  the 
co-operative  movement  as  a democratic  institution 
ought  not  to  countenance. 

Saturday’s  meeting,  on  the  whole,  was  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  C.W.S.  meetings  that  has  taken  place 
for  some  time.  An  excellent  tone  prevailed.  The 
criticism  offered  in  nearly  every  question  that  arose  was 
of  a helpful  and  useful  character. 

There  was  just  the  prospect  of  an  acrimonious  dis- 
cussion on  the  position  of  the  bank  clerks.  In  an 
earlier  issue  we  pointed  to  the  unpleasant  impressions 
that  wefe  being  created  by  the  contradictorv  statements 
made  by  representatives  of  the  Bank  Clerks'  Guild  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  C.W.S.  directors  on  the  other. 
The  statements  from  both  sides  could  not  be  true. 
Apparently  the  directors  recognised  the  importance  of 
knowing  the  truth  of  the  whole  situation  ; the  chairman 
said  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  l Wo  of  their 
officials  for  investigation ; he  invited  the  meeting  to 
allow  the  matter  to  rest  until  these  reported,  and  the 
meeting  agreed.  We  believe  that  is  the  best  course  that 
could  have  been  taken,  and  for  that  reason  we  have 
withheld  from  publication  this  week  letters  dealing 
with  the  controversy.  We  would  suggest,  however, 
that  the  report  should  be  completed  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  and  that  it  should  be  published  as 
soon  as  completed,  so  that  the  matter  may  not  hang 
fire  for  three  months.  The  delegates  agreed  to  sus- 
pend judgment  pending  the  issue  of  the  report ; but  die 
Bank  Clerks’  Guild  is  under  no  obligation  to  stop  its 
propaganda. 

Saturday's  meeting  ought  to  give  a big  fillip  to  the 
trade  campaign.  The  statements  which  were  made 
with  reference  to  the  effort  to  establish  fixed  prices  for 
certain  Wholesale  goods  were  extremely  interesting, 
and  it  is  obvious  that  the  productive  departments  of 
the  C.W.S.  have  had  considerable  impetus  from  it.  If 
that  has  been  the  effect  on  some  departments  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  fullest  investigation  will  lie  made  to 
ascertain  whether  a similar  policy  cannot  speed  up 
production  in  other  departments.  The  discussion  on 
loyalty  to  co-operative  factories  should  be  extremely 
useful,  and  the  contribution  from  a Bradford  delegate 
regarding  complaints  should  be  taken  to  heart  by  the 
members  of  the  Wholesale  staff.  The  success  of  the 
C.W.S.  is  bound  up  with  the  success  of  the  retail 
societies,  and  the  more  prosperous  the  latter  arc,  the 
more  successful  will  the  former  be. 

There  was  just  the  possibility  of  a breeze,  when  pro- 
duction was  under  discussion.  It  was  stated  that  a 
manager  of  a C.W.S.  weaving  mill  was  a director  of  a 
spinning  mill  owned  by  a private  company.  An 
assurance  was  given  that  that  manager  had  never 
bought  anything  for  the  C.W.S.  from  the  mills  of 
which  he  was  a director;  but  we  question  the  wisdom 
of  a co-operative  manager  being  a director  of  a private 
company; 

The  chairman  promised  that  by  the  next  quarterly 
meeting  they  might  be  able  to  say  whether  there  will  be 
a dividend  possible  on  the  trading  for  the  last  six- 
months.  For  the  sake  of  those  who  are  counting  on 


In  the  meantime  there  is  something  more  important 
than  dividend.  We  want  to  see  all  the  wheels  goin^r 
round  in  the  C.W.S.  factories,  and  we  want  to  see  alt 
the  departments  fully  staffed  as  they  were  a couple  1 f 
years  ago.  These  things  can  only,  happen  if  the  retail 
societies  do  the  right  thing.  The  committees  of  tty. 
distributive  societies  must  push  for  100  per  cent,  co- 
operation, so  far  as  the  societies’  purchases  arc 
concerned,  and  it  is  up  to  the  educational  committees 
and  other  propagandist  agencies  to  see  that  the 
individual  co-operator  purchases  the  goods  that  are 
available  from  co-operative  sources.  It  follows  natur- 
ally that  it  devolves  on  the  C.W.S.  directors  to  see  that 
no  individual  co-operator  will  be  able  to  complain  that 
he  suffers  in  any  respect  by  purchasing  co-operative 
goods.  ' 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


ANTIQUATED  METHODS. 

We  have  already  expressed  our  views  regarding  tlio  raiserahlo 
Bottomley,  but  we  would  gladly  see  him  spared  the  further 
ignominy  that  awaits  him.  He  cannot  remain  a Member  of 
Parliament— -unless  Parliament  comes  to  a speedy  and  unex- 
pected termination — but  he  cannot  resign.  No  member  can  re- 
sign his  seat.  He  may  stay  away  from  the  House  until  the  dis- 
solution ; or  he  may  apply  for  the  Stewardship  of  the  Chilteru 
Hundreds,  which  is  nominally  an  office  under  the  Crown,  and 
decline  to  seek  re-election.  Obviously  a man  who  has  been  sent 
to  penal  servitude  for  fraud  will  not  be  entrusted  with  an  office 
under  the  Crown  ; Members  of  Parliament  will  want  to  exclude 
a person  so  convicted  from  “ that  honourable  house  *’ ; and  the 
only  way  out  is  by  expulsion.  It  seems  absurd  that  a person 
who  need  not  seek  election  unless  he  likes  should  not  be  able  to 
resign  when  he  feels  that  he  cannot  continue  in  Parliament,  or 
that  he  does  not  want  to  continue.  In  a case  like  Bottom  Icy’s 
the  procedure  looks  like  an  added  humiliation  which  we  believe 
all  his  late  colleagues — including  those  who  detested  the  man 
most — would  willingly  spare  him  if  they  had  another  way  of 
getting  rid  of  him. 


THE  RAILWAYS  AND  THE  N.U.R. 

It  is  reported  that  railway  rates  are  to  be  reduced  by  12  J per 
cent,  on  the  present  rates.  The  companies  apparently  fell  in 
with  the  demand  made  for  a reduction  by  the  Federation  of 
British  Industries  rather  than  fight  the  case.  We  are  inclined 
to  think  that  the  companies  in  taking  this  decision  acted  pretty 
much  like  a man  accused  of  an  offence  before  the  police  court 
who  woukl  like  to  fight  the  case  but  pleads  guilty  in  order  partly 
to  secure  a more  lenient  punishment  and  partly  to  obviato 
unpleasant-  disclosures.  It  is  not  unfair  to  say  that  if  the  com- 
panies could  shoiv  just  cause  for  keeping  np  the  present  rates 
they  would  not  have  agreed  so  readily  to  a reduction.  We  have 
only  one  apprehension,  and  that  is  that  the  companies  may  make 
good  the  fall  in  their  profits  by  taking  it  out  of  the  workmen  ; 
and  in  support  of  a demand  for  lower  wages  they  will  point  to 
the  miners,  the  engineers,  the  printers,  and  other  trade  unionists. 
We  hope,  however,  that  the  men  will  be  able  to  make  a good 
stand.  The  raibvaymen  have  the  lives  of  thousands  of  the 
public  in  their  keeping  every  hour  of  the  day  and  nearly  every 
hour  of  the  night,  and  the  strain  upon  them  is  very  considerable. 
They  are  entitled  to  consideration  on  that  account,  and  wo 
believe  the  public  will  support  them  to  a very  considerable 
extent  if  onty  to  preserve  the  morale  of  those  upon  whom  they 
depend  for  safe  transit. 


COMPLETE  CHAOS  COMINGI 

The  Hague  Conference  seems  to  have  failed  like  other  con- 
ferences. The  failure  has  not  been  because  there  was  no  way 
out  but  because  those  who  gathered  there  had  not  the  proper 
spirit  in  which  to  meet  the  situation  with  which  they  had  to 
deal.  The  European  situation  would  therefore  have  remained 
much  as  before  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  it  has  gone 
almost  hopelessly  worse.  The  prospect  of  an  international  loan 
seems  to  have  kept  Germany  in  such  a state  of  hope  as  to  enable 
her  to  meet  reparations  demands.  The  prospect  of  the  loan  lias 
vanished,  and  Germany  is  again  on  the  vergo  of  bankruptcy. 
Ten  marks  were  formerly  exchangeable  for  half-^-savereign  ; 
but  now  they  arc  worth  a penny.  Austria  could  formerly  change 
ten  kronen  for  £1  ; but  she  has  to  hand  over  100,000  kronen 
now  for  our  pound  sterling  ; and  for  £1  Italy  must  now  pay  us 
many  lire  as  she  formerly  paid  for  £4.  In  the  meantime,  America 
is  clamouring  for  us  to  pay  her  what  we  owe  her.  We  must 
either  pay  in  gold  or  in  goods.  According  to  Mr.  J.  W_  Gerrard, 
who  was  formerly  her  ambassador  to  Germany,  America  has 
all  the  gold  and  so  we  camiot  pay  her  in  gold  ; and  she  has  put 
up  a tariff  w-all  against  our  goods  so  that  we  cannot  exchange 
them  for  American  dollars  with  which  to  pay  oar  debt.  Who, 
or  which  nation,  is  going  to  bo  courageous  enoagh  to  say  that 
the  questions  of  reparations  and  international  debts  most  bo 
faced  with  a sensible  recognition  of  the  fact  that  things  arc  as 
they  are ; Unless  that  is  done  Europe  seem3  likely  to  dis- 
appear from  among  the  workshops  and  markets  of  the  world. 


,100  MINERS  KILLED! 

Everybody  was  appalled  by  the  terriblo  casualty  lists  pub- 
lished while  the  war  was  in  progress,  and  even  by  those  published 
during  the  Irish  trouble.  It  would,  however,  come  as  a shock 
to  most  to  read  “in  the  report  of  the  debate  in  Parliament  on 
Thursday  evening  of  last  week  that  during  1920  over  1,100  men 
and  boys  were  killed  at  their  work  in  mines,  and  that  117,001) 
were  seriously  injured.  .The  list  of  injured  doe3  not  include 
those  who  contracted  diseases.  It  is  a heavy  toll,  and  the  Miners’ 
Federation  is  entitled  to  call  public  attention  to  every  case  in 
which  the  mines  are  not  equipped  with  at  least  every  safety 
device  the  law  prescribes. 


-a  - •*  , 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


n Oo-opernti™  News  " Offieo, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 
(1p0BUcnTy  is  the  firet  principle  of  demo- 
(ntic  progress." — T.  W.  Mercer,  at  Birken- 

bead*  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

^•BOBoa  is  getting  rid  of  its  antiquated 

system;  and  it  is  converting  its 
1,3111  its  at  the  Castle  into  a National 
Jj*r*UIIli  If  it  is  doing  so  much  already 
^ffill  it  do  when  the  Cc-operntive  Cdu- 
Reception  Committee  reully  gets 

going 

I see  that  t he  Post  Office  in  Sackville-sireet, 
Dublin,  was  destroyed.  I called  in  there, 
daring  the  exciting  times  a couple  of  years  ago 
lo«nd  a telegram  to  my  esteemed  friend,  our 
^1  at  Long  Millgate.  I had  been  des- 
eed to  Ireland  hurriedly  and  ray  pro- 
on  the  other  side  was  not  delinitcly 


punmt 

pipped  out.  My  cash  seemed  seriously  in 
(j4DgPr  of  running  out,  and  as  I had  to  go  to 
Tralee  to  the  C.W.S.  establishments  there,  I 
,tepped  in  to  the  Sackville-street  post  office. 
The  clerk  to  whom  I handed  my  message  read 
it  out  aloud  as  if  for  confirmation.  The  mystic 
!■  federation  Manchester  ” was  suspicious 
enough ; but  the  cryptic  message  14  send  five 
Tnlee  Friday  certain  ” almost  proved  my 
undoing  at  the  hands  of  the  policeman  on 
duty  with  revolver  ready  at  the  telegrams 
counter.  . . ♦ , 

Be  careful  of  your  precedents,”  remarked 
Mr.  Rae  to  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  at  the 
United  Board  meeting  on  Saturday.  “You 
know  I don’t  care  for  precedents,”  was  the 
retort.  44 1 know  you  don’t ; nor  presidents 
titter,’’  commented  Mr.  Rae. 

The  Congress  has  been  a Congress  of  quota- 
tions, maxims,  and  mottoes.” — A delegate’s 
humorous  view  of  the  Women’s  Guild  doings 
itPortsmouth.  ... 

Tin:  plea  for  cheaper  travelling  for  working- 
cto  holiday-makers  is  obviously  being  met. 
The  directors  of  some  railway  companies  have 
decided  to  issue  season  tickets  between  lx>ndon 
and  Paris. 


Two  men  examined  in  bankruptcy  in  Man- 
chester last  week  blamed  the  Manchester 
weather.  One  sold  bools  in  open  markets, 
and  the  boots  were  of  such  excellent  quality 
that  the  rain  damaged  them.  The  other  sold 
chocolates  that  were  damaged  by  the  heat. 
I have  heard  Manchester  weather  made  the 
excuse  for  many  things. 

At  the  time  of  writing  we  do  not  know 
(says  our  Irish  correspondent)  how  the  co- 
operative movement  stands  in.  the  South  and 
West  of  Ireland,  but  we  fear  that  in  "the  orgy 
of  looting  and  destruction  tint  is  going  on 
the  property  of  co-operative  institutions  will 
receive  as  little  respect  as  those  of  private 
firms.  We  hear  that  there  has  been  trouble 
in  County  Keriy,  but  whether  fighting  is 
going  on  there  or  not  we  cannot  ray.  But 
it  is  significant  that  the  C.W.S.  auxiliary 
creameries  at  Chapel  town  and  Bnlly- 
maequinn,  nctar  Tralee,  were  destroyed  by 
fire  during  the  early  hours  of  Thursday 
morning  last  (the  6th  instant). 

y/z- 


“ Boy,  you  must  not  whistle  at  your 
work.” 

“ I wasn’t  working,  sir.” 

Out  and  Adodt. 


THE  JUBILEE  OF  THE  BALLOT  BOX. 

EATONSWILL  DISESTABLISHED. 


["  Co-operative  News”  Special,] 


Tuesday  next  will  mark  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  inauguration  of  ballot  voting 
in  Parliamentary  and  municipal  elections. 

The  old  style  of  nominating  and  electing 
Members  of  Parliament  had  long  been  a stand- 
ing joke.  Mr.  Pickwick’s  visit  to  Eatonswill 
has  familiarised  young  and  old  with  the 
humours  of  elections  in  thoso  days.  Tho 
candidates  wero  proposed  and  seconded  in 
each  other’s  presence  in  some  open  place  in 
tho  midst  of  counter  demonstrations  of  the 
supporters  of  the  respective  opponents,  most 
of  whom  were  “ filled  up  ” for  the  occasion. 
The  loudest  noise  went  in  favour  of  the  candi- 
date whoso  agents  had  booked  the  largest 
number  of  hostelries  for  the  occasion  ; and  the 
triumph  of  the  nomination  went  to  the  side 
which  had  stored  up  the  largest  number  of 
dead  cats,  stones,  or  curate’s  eggs.  The 
organising  of  a successful  candidature  de- 
manded considerable  strategy  ; for  the  victory 
usually  went  to  the  side  that  could  collect  the 
largest  number  of  voters  and  keep  them 


trees 

successfully  locked  up  or  hidden  till  they  were 
brought  out  to  poll.  The  “ freo  and  inde- 
pendent V elector,  indeed,  had  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  something  worse  than  a student’s 
44  rag  ” of  to-day. 

There  was  a more  serious  aspect  to  the  whole 
business,  hard  as  the  bribery  and  corruption 
and  fighting  made  an  election  ; for  the  land- 
lord whipped  at  his  tenants  who,  if  they  failed 
him  in  the  open  voting,  might  find' themselves 
turned  out  of  their  holdings  ; and  the  “ fear 
of  the  sack  ” was  similarly  used  by  the  em- 
ployer as  a whip  over  the. head  _f  the  14  hand  " 
who  did  not  vote  to  order. 

Parliament  had  discussed  ballot  voting 
as  early  as  1708.  It  was  discussed  again  in 
1815.  The  Chartists  demanded  it  as  an  essen- 
tial point  in  their  charter ; but  the  system 
was  not  included  in  the  Reform  Bill,  tho 
excuse  being  that  it  would  be  preferable  to 


introduce  a separate  Bill  for  that  purpose 
In  1869,  a Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons inquired  into  the  system  of  voting,  and 
declared  for  secrecy.  The  system  was  adopted 
in  the  election  of  tho  first  School  Boards  in 
1870 ; and  in  1871,  Mr.  Forster  introduced 
a Bill  to  apply  ballot  voting  to  Parliamentary 
and  municipal  elections.  The  Bill  was  carried 
through  the  Commons  and  rejected  by  the 
Lords.  In  1872,  Mr.  Forster  re-introduced 
the  Bill ; the  Lords  again  tampered  with  it ; 
but  it  was  passed,  and  the  first  Parliamentary 
election  under  it  took  place  at  Pontefract  on 
August  loth,  1872.  The  last  of  tho  open 
pollings  took  place  in  Aberdeen. 

The  Ballot  Act  was  only  passed  as  an  ex- 
periment for  eight  years  at  which  time  it  was 
to  cease  to  operate  unless  Parliament  should 
see  fit  to  continue  it. 

Parliament  has  seen  fit  to  continue  it,  and 
there  would  bo  signs  of  trouble  if  any  attempt 
were  made  to  abolish  the  system.  It  has 
got  rid  of  the  Eatonswill  method ; it  has 
abolished  intimidation  ; but  it  would  be  too 
much  to  say  that  it  has  abolished  bribery  or 
corruption.  The  story  is  told  of  a popular 
Irish  member  who  was  elected  by  less  than 
twenty  of  a majority  and  whose  election  was 
followed  by  the  prosecution  of  considerably 
mbre  than  that  number  for  personation. 
Personation  is  not  confined  to  Irish  con- 
stituencies, and  I haye  heard  a defeated  candi- 
date ddblare  with  bitterness  that  he  would 
have  won  had  his  opponent  not  polled  tho 
cemetery. 

With  the  Ballot  and  the  various  extension 
of  the  Franchise,  democracy  is  gradually  find- 
ing its  feet ; but  there  is  still  something  to 
be  done. 


What  the  *'  Labour  Press  Service"  saysi 
11  That  bright  and  readable  magazine,  tin 
1 Millgate  Monthly.’  ” 


THE  MAXWELL  TESTIMONIAL. 

SUBSCRIPTION  LIST  GROWING. 

Tub  steps  taken  to  organise  an  inter- 
cational  testimonial  to  Sir  William  Max- 
well to  commemorate  his  lifelong  service  to 
tie  co-operative  movement  are  now  begin- 
ning to  show  some  tangible  results.  Up  to 
due  subscriptions  received  amount  to  a 
total  of  £1.006  6s.  lid.  The  S. C.W.S.  heads 
tbe  list  with  a subscription  of  £300,  the 
British  Co-operative  Union  has  subscribed 
£-50,  the  Russian  Union  £50,  the  Finnish 
Tnion  £26  12s.,  the  Swiss  Union  £22  2s., 
and  the  Czech  Union  £10.  Next  week  we 
hope  to  give  a list  of  British  subscriptions, 
subscriptions  have  been  received  from  the 
and  we  may  add  that  definite  promises  , of 
french  and  German  Unions. 

It  is  desirable  that  every  Co-operative 
union  in  the  world  should  be  represented 
>n  tho  list;  but  Maxwell  is  one  of  our  most 
werished  British  possessions,  and  societies 
® Great  Britain — and  particularly  in  Scot- 
land—should  rise  to  the  opportunity  of 
honouring  the  best-known  co-operator  in 
the  world. 


the  new  co-operative 

KNIGHT. 

Lemony  at  Buckingham  palace 

Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  (secretary  and 
■^ontant  of  the  Wholesale  Sooietv)  was 
r?a56t  the  gentlemen  introduced  into  Hie 
ajeaty’s  presence  at  Buckingham  Palace' 
tl  v*tUrday,  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Barin'6  department,  for  the  purpose’  of 
conferred  upon  them  the  honour  of 

ttvj  George  Thorpe  (president  of  the 
Society),  at  the  opening  of  the 
jr^nl  quarterly  meeting  in  Manchester,  an 
Thom-  * ' r<-'G>r,ed  to  the  absence  of  Sir 
'loubrei  an<*  ^ted  the  reason.  He  said  no 
tiry 4 l,|e  delegates  had  noticed  their  seore- 
Jfj ’ with  them  before  he  spoke. 

a»ay  1,1  c.ase  of  severe  sickness,  or  he  was 
jjjl  00  the  Continent,  Sir  Thomas  was 
fecTf-t'  absent  from  these  meetings.  Their 
vL  QP\  "'ho  had  been  with  them  -fifty 
td]  ' ,iUl -verved  the  society  faithfully  and 
SlajJ-tbat  long  period  of  time.  His 
Sir  TV  ' 'n  tonlerri"H  the  knighthood  upon 
had  bestowed  honour  upon  the 
l'e  '"ovement  a,s  well  as  their  chief' 
Cratulat  Jjno-  the  delegates  he  con- 

ffcrrH  ,,  , .r  Thomas  on  tho  honour  c-m- 

L imnlJM-  'MJb  am*  expressed  the  bejo  that 
Forfcv  - i on^  to  enjoy  it.  (Applause.) 

knights  in  all  motived  tine 
uf  tlu*  c,'v  I.1 5 Investiture  took  place  in  one 
e 8,nriHer  rooms  at  the  Palace. 


CHEERLESS  CHEPSTOW. 

WHAT  GOVERNMENT  BUNGLING 
/'  COSTS. 

Chepstow  came  into  considerable  promin- 
ence during  the  war  because  of  the  fact  that 
’the  Government  made  it  one  of  the  centres 
for  the  building  of  standard  ships.  For 
same  time,  Chepstow  wallowed  in  Govern- 
ment waste  and  revelled  in  the  incompetence 
and  freaks  of  officials.  Anchors  poured  into 
the  new  shipbuilding  (outre  by  load  and  rail, 
and  railway  traffic  was  frequently  held  up 
in  consequent e of  the  lack  of  storage  room 
for  these  anchors ! That  was  only  one  of  the 
jokes  played  at  Chepstow  during  the  time  of 
national  danger.  £1,251,431  was  spent  on 
land,  housing  arrl  hutment-,,  road  and 
drainage.  Then,  owing  to  the  high-handed 
policy  of  tl>e  present  Government,  the  whole 
of  the  national  property  was  disposed  of  to 
private  enterprise,  and  the  land  and  houses 
realised  £400,000— a net  loss  of  £851,431. 

The  action  of  the  Government  in  handing 
over  £6,500,000  wcrtli  of  property  to  private 
enterprise  for  £2,431.263,  a ret  loss  to  the 
taxpayers  of  the  countiy  of  £-1,068,737,  cer- 


tainly upset  the  calculations  of  the  Chepst-w 
Society,  who,  in  1918,  had  put  down  one  of 
the  finest  bakery  plants  in  the  West.  The 
plant  is  capable  of  turning  out  18,000  to 
20,000  41b.  loaves  a week ; at  the  time  the 
plant  was  installed  the  circumstances  war- 
ranted it  because  Chepstow  had  been  trans- 
formed into  a veritable  Vulcan’s  _ workshop, 
employing  several  thousand  skilled  men. 
The  news  that  the  Government  intended  to 
‘ sell  ” the  yards  staggered  the  district,  ns 
it  was  felt  that  when  the  ships  then  on  the 
stocks  were  completed  the  yards  would  be 
dismantled.  This,  in  reality,  has  not  hap- 
pened ; hut  most  of  the  skilled  men  who  were 
attracted  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wye  liave  left 
the  district,  and  the  one-time  thriving  indus- 
trial area  is  now  almost  silent — a monument 
of  the  great  concern  the  present  Govern- 
ment has  for  capitalism,  and  all  that 
capitalism  means. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  newly-elected 
full  board  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society  was  held  in  Manchester 
lust  Saturday.  Mr.  George  Brownbill  was 
elected  president,  and  Mr.  James  Bayne 
(the  new  chairman  of  the  Scottish  section 
of  the  board)  was  elected  vice-president. 

The  Manchester  and  Salford  Society  has 
renewed  its  subscription  to  the  Manchester 
and  District  Co-operative  Party. 


GET  RID  OF  THE  EMBARGO  ! 


The  Dhoveu  (to  the  consumers)' : These  'ere  Canadians  has  got 
stop  out.  Them’s  my  orders,  an'  I’m  not  tnkin'  any  from  you. 


MR.  PENNY’S  BRIGHTON 
SPEECH. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”} 

Sir, — When  I saw  the  report  of  Mr. 
Penny’s  speech  at  Brighton^!  was  minded 
to  write  protesting  against  the  extra- 
ordinary nature  of  the  statements  made. 
His  vague  letter  in  a later  issue  makes 
his  case  no  better.  It  is  useless  for  him 
to  blame  the  reporter  for  " picking  out 
certain  sentences.”  The  speech  caueed 
very  great  indignation.  After  the  meeting 
delegates  were  everywhere  seriously  dis- 
cussing it  and  its  probable  evil  effects.  The 
speech  has  given  great  satisfaction  to 
enemies  of  the  cause,  hut  to  every  friend 
the  deepest  pain.  What  we  want  to  know 
is:  Does  Mr.  Penny  withdraw  and 

apologise? — Yours,  »fcc., 

“ Pendleton.” 

Sui, — The  letter  of  explanation  (?)  fiom 
Mr.  John  Penny  (C.W.S.)  in  your  latest 
issue  will  not  satisfy  anyone.  Hie  speech 
at  Brighton  was  silly  and  wicked,  and  both 
he  and  his  speech  were  condemned  in  very 
strong  language  by  all  who  heal’d  him.  It 
is  due  to  his  position  as  a C.W.S.  director 
to  withdraw  what  he  said  and  express  his 
regret  for  having  said  it-  The  Chairman  of 
the  meeting  was  another  C.W.S  director, 
and  what  she  meant  bv  permitting  the 
sponker  to  ramble  on  in  his  incoherent  reflec- 
tions on  the  foundations  of  the  movement 
one  cannot  understand.  You  did  quite  right 
in  reporting  the  speech  as  you  did.  The 
matter  can  be  ended  if  Mr.  Penny  will 
furnish  a complete  apology  to  the  movement. 
— Yours,  Ac.,  Southerner. 

[Other  letters  on  this  subject  will  be  given 
next  week.] 
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Complete  Short  Story. 

MR.  JONES'  WEDDING  MARCH 

HOW  TWO  STRINGS  BROKE  HER  BEAU.  " 


“ Yes,*’  said  Mrs.  Lather.  “.I  don’t 
think  our  jemima  could  do  better  than 
take  Henry.  Just  think,  Lather,  lie’s  got 
a good  business  in  South,  London,  a nice 
little  tobacconist's  shop  and  a going  green- 
grocery concern.  Besides,  -lie's  a most  re- 
spectable young  man,  and  he's  an  orphan, 
too,  without  any  relations.  And,  Lather, 
that’s  a mercy  when  ypu  come  to  think  of 
the  time  I had  with  your  mother!” 

Sir.  Lather,  a subdlied-lboking  gentle- 
man, a retired  pensioner  with  peaceful, 
blue  eyes  and  a rather  weak  ojiin.  sighecL. 

V Yes,  my  dear;  but  he  don't  seem 
gentleman  like  Gervase  Robinson.  He 
ain't  got  soft  hands,  and  he  don’t  speak  so 
nicely.  I always  thought  as  you  wanted 
Jemima  to  marry  a gentleman,  somebody 
as  Tad  . had  eddication.  Eddication  is  the 
thing,  my  dear1.” 

“ Lather,  ho!”  and  Mrs.  L.'s  mouth 
seemed  to  close  with  a snap.  . “ None  of 
your  high-faintin'.  If  your  mother  inter- 
fered in  my  house,  nobody  shall  interfere 
an  Jemima’s.  ...  It  shall  be  Henry!” 
After  this  fiat,  Mr.  Lather,  heaving  that 
Tind  of  resigned  sigh  which  is  born  of  long 
experience,  subsided  into  his  arm-chair, 
•and,  with  one  eye  carefully  fixed  ou  his 
Jspouse,  proceeded  to  tilt  the  residue  of  the 
contents  of  his  pipe  on  to  the  red-hot  coals. 

* That  lady  went  on  with  the  laying  of  the 
tablecloth,  and  set  the  tea  things  in  pre- 
paration for  the  arrival  of  Jemima  Lather, 
."who  filled  the  post  of  twelfth  typist  at  the 
Lead  offices  of  Messrs.  Aniseed  and  Carra- 
^vay,  the  well-known  wholesale  me  chants  in 
•the  borough.  In  the  intervals  of  scornful 
glajice?  shot  at  the  erring  Lather,  the 
sound  of  a latchkey  inserted  in  the  lock  of 
the  front  door  announced  the  return  of 
JMiss  Jemima. 

'The  latter,  a pretty,  pink-cheeked  girl 
of  nineteen  summers,  with  clustering, 
Svavy-brown  hair  crowning  white  temples 
/ind  soft  dark  eyes,  picked  up  a letter  from 
She  hall  stand.  Taking  off  her  things,  she 
.’walked  into  the  room  where  her  mother 
.Jiad  laid  the  tea  table. 

“ Henry  Jones  is  coming  to-night, 
Another,”  she  said,  holding  ont  the  letter. 
“.He  asks  if  I will  go  to  the  theatre  with 
_3iim.” 

Mrs.  Lather  beamed.  “Your  father  and 
3 are  glad  that  such  a nice  young  man  is 
{your  friend.  I hope  you  wiil  le  nice  to 
Jhim.” 

Something  singularly  like  a frown  flashed 
across  the  young-lady’s  face. 

“ Oh,  hut  mother,”  she  protested,  “ I’d 
rratiher  go  to  the  theatre  with  Gervase. 

He's  much  more  nice, ami  refined.  I ” 

* ” Mr!  Robinson.”  her  mother  began  in 
"tones  of  rebuke,  “ is  not  the  man  1 should 
approve  of  for  mv  daughter  to  go  to  the 
theatre  with.  I know  more  of  the  world 
.than  you  do,  my  dear.” 

“Oh,  mother.’-1  said  Jemima,  with  a 
"tearful  gesture,  “you  are  hard  on  him!” 

“ Not-  o hit.  I know  what  is  best  for 
you,”  was  the  answer.  Jemima  gave  it  up, 
and  commenced  to  drink  her  tea. 

That  evening  Mr.  Henry  Jones,  wearing 
Si  gorgeous  waistcoat  and  white  spats, 
called  and  took  Jemima  to  the  theatre, 
bo  assiduous  and  thoughtful  was  he  in  his 
attention  to  the  comfort  of  Miss  Jemima 
that,  all  things  considered,  she  had  a very 
enjoyable  time.  In  fact,  she  begau  to 
think  Mr.  Jones  not  such  a bad  sort  of 
Tel  low  after  all ; of  course,  he  might  be 
nicer,  if  it  weren’t  for  his  greengrocer’s 
accent. 

By  way  of  grand  finale,  after  the  theatre 


By  A.  poiiitmsnt. 

Ideal  Milk 
is  Ideal  Economy 

You  can  work  it  out  for  yourself. 
Which  is  the  cheaper — ‘evaporated’ 
milk  with  some  of  the  water  ex- 
tracted, or  Ideal  Milk  from  which 
all  excessive  moisture  has  been 
taken  ? Which  is  better — milk 
■wif.i  some  cream  in,  or  Ideal  Milk 
•with  AXjL  THE  CREAM  in? 

Moreover  you  can  always  depend 
on  the  parity  and  freshness  of 
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MILK 

(THE  EVER1DAY  MILK) 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores,  and 
packed  by 

NESTLE’S, 

6,8,  EASTCHEAP,  LONDON,  t.C.J. 


By  Harold  T.  Wilkins. 

and  a nice  little  supper,  Mr.  Jones  hailed  a 
taxi,  and  with  his  fair  companion  whirled 
joyously  homeward.  It  was  a balmy  night, 
and  the  red,  round  moon  shone  in  a clear 
sky.  Mr.  Henry  suggested  to  Miss  Jemima 
that  they  should  dismount  from  the  taxi 
about  a mile  from  the  residence  of  Mr.  and 
Mpsv  Lather,  and  walk  the  remaining  dis- 
tance home  across  the  quiet  common. 

Apparently,  swayed  by  the  influence  of 
the  silver  radiance  of  the  moonlight  and 
the  assiduity  of  Mr.  Henry's  flattering 
attentions,  Jemima  consented.  It  was  a 
stilly  common,  and  presently  Miss  Jemima 
Lather's  head  found  an  affinity  in  Mr. 
Henry  Jones’  shoulder.  He  told  her  that 
.story  which  was  quite  old  in  the  morning 
of  the  world. 

Sho  suggested  die  should  ask  her 
mother  about  it.  and  the  red,  round  old 
moon  winked  a knowing  eve. 

As  we  have  foreseen,  Mr.  Henry  found 
Mrs.  Lather  quite  amenable  to  his  'proposi- 
tion that  lie  should  become  her  son-in-law. 
So  everything  was  arranged,  and  their 
friends  at  the  chapel  were  prepared  for  the 
news. 

The  day  was  fixed.  Mr.  Jones  bought  a 
silk  hat,  frock  coat,  a black  tie.  white 
gloves,  and  other  masculine  paraphernalia 
deemed  appropriate  for  these  occasions. 
On  her  side,  of  course,  Miss  Jemima  col- 
lected her  trousseau. 

A week  before  the  wedding  day  a parcel 
was  brought  by  the,  postman'  to  Mrs. 
Lather’s  door.  When  that  lady  opened 
the  parcel,  she  found  an  accompanying  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Jones,  in  which  that  gentle- 
man stated  that,  in  consequence  of 
exceedingly  urgent  business,  he  had  to  go 
into  the  country,  and  would  return  to  town 
two  days  before  the  wedding  day.  He 
further  explained  that  he  had  taken  the 
liberty  of  sending  on  his  wedding  garments, 
«fcc.,  because,  since  his  landlady  at  his 
lodgings  had  become  aware  of  his  intended 
marriage,  her  manner  had  grown  remark- 
ably acid,  and  he  did  not . feel  that  his 
things  would  be  looked  after  in  the  way 
lie  would  like.  He  felt  sure,  therefore, 
that  Mrs.  Lather  would  care  for  them  as 
if  they  wore  her  own. 

That  good  lady  proceeded  to  unpack  the 
parcel,  with  a view  to  giving  the  contents 
an  airing,  and  with  a professional  instinct 
born  of  long  years  of  matrimonial  experi- 
ence, she  went  tli rough  the  pockets  con- 
scientiously. Soon  she  felt  a something  (n 
the  neighbourhood  of  what  in  tailoring 
phraseology  is  called  the  “ vent.”  Fishing 
it  out,  she  discovered  a letter.  Now,  Mrs. 
Lather  jiossessed  a very  fair  share  of  a 
certain  feminine  quality,  and  here,  she 
felt,  was  a matter  which  might  fittingly  be 
looked  into,  and  this  is  what  she  read:  — 
“Dearest  Henry,— Me  and  the  children 
are  longing  to  see  you.  Why  haven’t  you 
written  for  such  a long  time?  London  is 
such  a long  way  off,  or  I would  have  come 
up  to  see  if  you  are  all  right.  If  you  don’t 
come  and  see  us  this  week,  I shall  do  some- 
thing desperate,  I'm  sure  I shall.— With 
love  from  me  and  the  children,  Ella.” 

Mrs.  Lather  gave  a loud  shriek,  and  when 
Mr.  Lather  rushed  in  from  the  hack 
garden,  smashing  his  pipe  on  the  way,  he 
found  his  spouse  lying  supine  on  the  car- 
pet. Above  the'  drumming  of  fat  heels, 
Mr.  Lather  caught  a gurgle:  “ Oh,  the  vil- 
lain! What  will  they  say  at  the  chapel 

Gradually  Mrs.  Lather  recovered.  “ Oh, 
Lather,”  she  moaned,  *•  if  you’d  listened 
to  me  this  would  never  have  happened!” 

The  hapless  Lather  gasped.  He  read  the 
letter.  In  a flash  he  saw  the  situation  in 
iLs  true  light.  “Mv  dear,  he  will  never 
return ; be  sure  of  that.  What  an  escape 
for  Jemima!” 

But  what  was  to  be  done?  Mrs.  Lather 
thought  it  all  over.  All  the  arrangements 
had  been  made,  and  eternal  scandal  would 

attach  to  Jemima  unless  Mrs  Lather 

had  an  inspiration  ! It  was  true  she  didn’t 
like  the  idea  of  the  intrusion  of  another 
mother-in-law  into  Jemima's  household, 
but  something  had  to  be  done! 

“ Lather,”  said  she,  with  all  the  finality, 
but  none  of  the  ambiguity,  of  the  Delphian 
oracle,  “ Mr.  Robinson  likes  cur  Jemima, 
one  might  do  worse.” 

Mr.  Lather,  from  the  first  not  averse  to 
the  idea,  assented,  and  Jemima,  in  whose 
bosom  emotions  of  a melodramatic  nature 
had  been  chasing  one  another,  rememliered 
her  old  predilection  for  Gervase.  So  Mr. 
Robinson,  who  lived  in  a distant  borough 
of  North  London,  and  was,  hence,  not  au 
fait  with  Miss  Jemima’s  recent  adventure 
was  somewhat  surprised,  yet  delighted,  to 
receive  a sweet  little  missive  requesting 
the  pleasure  of  his  company  at  a select 
little  tea  party  at  the  Lather  establishment 
on  the  following  Sunday. 

Of  course,  he  went,  and  kindled  by  Miss 
Jemima  s softest  glances,  the  spark  of  love 
in  his  hreust  was  fanned  to  flame.  Ho, 
too,  asked  her  mother;  he,  too,  was 
blessed. 

Mr.  Robinson's  position  as  a clerk  in 
the  city,  though  comfortable,  was  not  ex- 
actly lucrative;  hence  he  was  rather 
attracted  by  a discreet  suggestion  of  his 
prospective  father-in-law  that  he  should 
examine  a really  excellent  suit  of  wedding 
clothes  which  a particular  frionxl  of  Air. 
Lather  would  be  glad,  to  dispose  of  for  a 
mere  song.  He  examined  them,  and  de- 
cided to  purchase  at  a very  low  figure  the 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


THE  LESSON  OF  EAST  NOTTINGHAM 

THE  MOVEMENT  ON  WRONG  LINES. 


BY  EDWARD  OWEN  GREENING. 


On  Friday,  the  last  day  in  June,  1922,  I 
had  a strange  experience.  I received  my 
copy  of  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” early  in 
the  morning,  and  opened  it,  as  usual,  with 
interested  expectation  of  good  things.  I 
found  it  full,  to  a considerable  extent,  of 
glowing  and  ardent  anticipations  of  an 
electoral  victory  at  East  Nottingham. 

Air.  Perry,  in  particular,  was  overflowing 
with  confidence  and  rapture.  He  described 
in  detail  the  wonderful  organisation  he,  his 
colleagues  of  the  Co-operative  Party,  and 
lus  assistants  had  created  to  secure  victory. 
“I  feel  very  confident,”  he  said,  “ that  we 
shall  give  more  than  a good  account  of 
ourselves.” 

He  described  how  the  Nottingham  So- 
ciety* with  its  22,000  members,  had  been 
long  affiliated  both  to  the  Co-operative 
Party  and  the  Labour  Party.  The  political 
position  had  been  firmly  established.  He 
(Mr.  Perry)  had  taken  charge  of  the 
arrangements  for  the  election.  He  was 
supported  by  Mr.  Rees,  Airs.  Christie,  Air. 
Howie,  Mr.  Ballard,  and  Mr.  Fothergill. 
The  Nottingham  Society  was  giving  all  pos- 
sible assistance.  Its  manager  and  secre- 
tary were  working  like  Trojans.  The  C.W.S. 
were  lending  cars.  So  were  neighbouring 
societies.  The  Women’s  Guilds  were  ren- 
dering fine  service.  Then  the  Labour  Party 
were  giving  “ all  possible  assistance.”  Four 
prominent  AI.P ’s,  including  the  leader  of 
the  party  were  assisting.  Even  Mr. 
Alercer  (of  the  Co-operative  Union)  was 
rendering  “ splendid  service.”  Based  ap- 
parently on  these  sanguine  reports,  the 
” Co-operative  News”  announced  that  “ it 
is  evident  that  both  the  Liberal  and  Tory 
parties  expect  to  be  badly  beaten  to-mor- 
row.” The  Conservatives  were  apparently 
in  the  depths  of  despair.  “ Probably  this 
(promising  position)  is  accounted  for  by  the 
excellent  organisation  of  the  Co-operative 
Party,  which  is  in  many  ways  superior  to 
that  of  the  other  parties.”  So,  it  appeared, 
here  was,  at  last,  something  to  come  of 
the  great  expenditure  and  prolonged  efforts 
of  the  Co-operative  Party.  After  reading 
these  anticipations,  I put  down  the  “ Co- 
operative News,”  and  opened  my  morning 
paper  to  be  faced  with  the  amazing  news 
of  the  actual  result  at  East  Nottingham. 

J.  P.  Houfton  (Co.-U.)  ...  10,404 

A.  H.  Jones  (Co-op.)  5,431 

T.  G.  Graham  (Lib.)  4,065 

Co.-U.  majority  over  Co-op.  4,973 

The  “ Daily  News”  added  the  .informa- 
tion that  “ at  the  last  election  the  Co.-U. 
majority  over  Labour  was  6,732.  There 
are  30,362  electors  in  the  division  including 
nearly  14,000  women.” 

So  the  “ Alountain  in  Labour  ” had  pro- 
duced once  more  “ A Mouse.”  The  wonder- 
ful co-operative  organisation  and  all  the 
strenuous  efforts  had  only  resulted  in  add- 
ing about  1,300  to  a Labour  minority,  if  it 
ii ad  really  even  done  that. 

What  is  the  lesson  to  be  learned  from 
this  striking  result?  I expect  my  reading 
of  it  will  be  different  from  that  of  many 
other  writers  in  the  “ News,”  but  I rely 
upon  the  established  editorial  policy  to 
allow  my  view  to  appear. 

Briefly,  I hold  the  facts  to  prove  the 
utter  futility  of  the  so-called  “ Co-opera- 
tive political  movement.  That  movement 


originated  in  a panic  due  to  the 


upon  co-operation  by  misguided  trSS 
and  some  misinformed  politician'.  ' T]? 
wrong  course  was  taken  by  eo-operatir!  ! 
lenders  in  meeting  those  attacks,  u- 
ought  to  have  maintained  our  ancient  nr;n* 
ci pje  of  recognising  as  our  friends  all  La 
and  true  men  and  women  in  every  politiVa 
party  who  were  willing  to  stand  lor  us 
our  rights.  The  formation  of  a ground 
such  men  in  Parliament  would  have  E;vl 
us  a majority  even  against  the  GovermW 
What  happened  was  that  zealous  partisan- 
of  the  Labour  Party  in  our  ranks  took  d 
vantage  of  the  opportunity.  The  u(v 
operative  Party  ” is  a gathering  of  suefc 
enthusiasts  who  have  managed  to  obtain 
official  recognition  and  to  levy  tribute  on 
the  movement.  They  are  making  Us 
laughing  stock  of  the  political  world. 

They  pretend  that  Liberals  like  G.  J 
Holyoake  and  Conservatives  like  my  Jw 
friend  Edward  Vnnsittart  Neale,  of  saintJr 
memory,  belonged  to  parties  combined  to 
oppose  co-operation!  If  it  wore  true  that 
Conservatives  and  Liberals  are  all  in  a con- 
spiracy against  co-operation,  sec  what  the 
figures  of  the  East  Nottingham  dot  urn 
would  mean.  In  a constituency  with  14,000 
women  voters  and  a large  infusion  0f  co- 
operative members.  14,469  voted  again# 
Mr.  Jones  and  only  5,431  in  lus  favonri 
The  absurdity  of  the  suggestion  is  evident 
on  the  face  of  the  facts.  The  talk  ot  ' con- 
spiracy  ” and  “opposition”  is  mere  party 
political  babbl©  and  cant,  having  no  basi'i 
in  truth,  but  quite  capable  of  doing  much 
harm  to  the  movement  by  destroying  its 
unity. 

The  truth  is  that  a social  movement  like 
co-operation,  honestly  seeking  to  raise  the 
status  of  our  people  by  voluntary  action, 
can  confidently  rely  on  finding  friends  in 
all  parties  and  in  all  sects  so  long  as  it 
remains  clear  of  offenoo  by  partisanship 
in  politics  and  religion.  In  this  country 
of  ours  the  sympathies  of  good  and 
generous  men  and  women  are  not  Ixmmkd 
by  the  limits  of  the  parties  to  which  they 
belong.  Even  the  Government  cannot  count 
upon  a majority  for  what  is  felt  to  be  nn 
injustice  to  a social  movement  like  ours. 

The  one  signal  victory  for  us  in  Parlia- 
ment, which  saved  us  from  the  imposition 
of  the  Corporation  Tax,  was  not  won  by 
the  Co-operative  Party  of  one,  or  even  by 
the  Labour  Party.  The  resolution  war 
moved  by  Air.  Kidd,  a Scottish  Conserva*  ! 
tive,  and  was  whole-heartedly  advocated  by 
Air.  Asquith,  the  leader  of  the  Independent 
Liberals.  It  was  endorsed  by  Labour  mem- 
bers and  independents.  The  voting  in  its 
favour  included,  I believe,  55  Liberal.  (S3 
Coalition  and  22  Free),  51  Labourists,  % 
Conservatives,  and  8 Independents. 

The  time  has  surely  come  for  the  more 
ment  to  reconsider  the  political  policy  of 
the  la-st  few  years  in  face  of  actual 
happenings. 

[Mr.  Greening  mentions  the  “ News.”  and 
concludes  that  its  view  of  Liberal  and 
Tory  fears  was  based  on  the  reports  of 
the  Co-operative  Party.  Our  views  in 
that  direction  were  based  upon  the 
utterances  of  the  Liberal  and  Tory  can- 
didates, and  of  the  Liberal  and  Tory 
papers  in  Nottingham. — Ed.,  “ O.N.”] 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

identical  garments  despatched  (though  Air. 
Gervase  knew  it  not!)  to  Mrs.  Lotfier  by 
Air.  Henry  Jones,  to  await  the  hitter’s 
coming. 

A fair  course  was  set  for  the  auspicious 
day,  wh.ch,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the 
reverend  gentleman  officiating  at  the  cere- 
mony was  ante-dated  by  forty-eight  hours. 
The  wedding  day  of  days  arrived.  Air. 
Gervase  Robinson  led  his  blushing  bride  up 
the  aisle  cf  the  chapel,  and  the  knot  was 
dulv  tied.  They  adjourned  to  the  vestry 
and  signed  the  register,  but  before  the 
organist  could  get  his  fingers  on  the  keys 
to  strike  up  the'  Wedding  March  from 
| Lohengrin,”  a terrible  uproar  broke  out 
in  the  nave  of  the  chapel.  It  was  like 
unto  a noise  onused  by  stroug,  very  strong 
waters.  Airs.  Lather,  who  was  nearest  the 
door,  suddenly  threw  un  her  hands  with 
the  shriek  of  a steam  svaen.  and  fainted 
away. 

A young  man,  hatless, ‘clishevelled,  but 
decidedly  not  ^speechless,  burst  into  the 
vestry,  and,  bowling  over  Air.  Lather, 
seized  the  amazed  Air.  Gervase  Robinson 
by  the  collar. 

“Thief,  villain,  scoundrel!”  he  yelled. 

‘ AVI l at  have  you  done  with  my  girl?” 
Then  his  eyes  fell  on  Air.  Robinson’s  wed- 
ding coat,  and  he  fairly  reeled  back,  gasp- 
ing in  amazement  and  rage.  “ Well 

w-w-what!  He’s  stolen  my  clothes,  too!” 

A more  convulsive  grasp  followed.  Mr. 
Robinson’s  coat  was  rent  in  twain,  and 
pieces  of  collar,  waistcoat,  shirt,  Arc., 
strewed  the  vestry  like  leaves  before  a 
winter  blast.  As  soon  ns  Die  policeman 
could  separate  the  enraged  Air.  Jones  from 
his  prey,  a fainting  bride,  an  unconscious 
mother-in-law,  and  a tattered  gentleman  in 
a minus  costume  were  driven  away  in  a 
wedding  carriage. 

Air.  Jones  is  still  single,  and  lest  the 
reader  should  deem  him  to, have  a dreadful 
past,  we  hasten  to  explain  that  an  unkind 
Fate  had  led  Mr.  Jones — induced  thereto 
by  tli©  high  price  of  clotlies — to  purchase 


his  wedding  attire  from  a second-hand 
dealer.  The  said  attire  had  readied  the 
market  via  a married  lady  who  had  been 
forced  to  raise  something  in  lieu  of  unpaid 
separation  allowance  from  her  forgetful 
spouse.  Unless  Air.  Jones  means  to  con- 
tinue single,  it  were  well  for  him  to  forestall 
pocket  probers  in  future. 


THE 


Co-operatiwe  Union  U. 

Education  Department. 


All  applications  for  the  following  should  b< 
sent  in  as  early  as  possible. 

1.  — Co-operative  Summer  Schools. 

ADULT  AND  JUNIOR. 

Schools : Scarborough,  Folkestone,  Ply- 
mouth. Abbey  Wood,  and  Bncrcliff* 
(Burnley). 

2.  — Summer  Tour  to  ScMlanJ,  Aujast 

12th  to  August  26th. 

Closing  date  for  application,  July  17th. 
First  Week : Edinburgh  a3  Centre.  £*' 
cursions  to  St.  Andrews,  The  Trossad* 
Loch  Long  and  Loch  Lomond,  and  a dij 
in  the  Highlands. 

Second  Week : Fort  William  as  Centre.  E*" 
cursions  down  the  Caledonian  Canal  to 
Fort  Augustus,  to  Oban,  to  Glen  No* 
and  the  Isle  of  Skye. 

Circulars  giving  full  particulars  may  h«  ^ 
on  application  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood,  Co-operate 
Union  Ltd.,  Holyoake  House,  Hanover  Strerf* 
Manchester. 
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midland  jottings. 


Mnfln  interest  was  taken  in  the  wedding 
♦ flnalville  °f  Miss  Dons  latham  and  Mr. 
»l  Glover.  The  presents  included  a 
A from  the  Coalville  Society’s  employees 
Loiidon-road  branch,  where  the 
Jjjdegroom  has  been  engaged  for  some 

tJTf;  * y Baker,  L.T.C.L.  (conductor  of 
Derby  Society’s  junior  choir)  has 
•"Intiv  be -ni  successful  m passing  the  hfst 
r*Miiiii«tioii  required  for  the  University  of 
gff  for  the  degree  of  Mus.Bae. 

The  half-vearly  sales  of  the  Stafford 
cJetv  amounted  to  £94.070,  and  this  was 
-Trtddered  satisfactory,  considering  the  de- 
ised  spending  power  of  hundreds  of 
timbers.  Dividend  at  the  normal  rate  of 
l"c  g,i  in  the  pound  was  declared.  A 
L-jnliv  pleasing  feature,  and  pile  of  the 
'*  I fetors  towards  success,  was  the 
Increased  percentage  of  C.W.S.  supplies, 
reaching  the  high  average  of  So  i>er  cent. 
• for  die  whole  of  the  society’s  departments. 
Manv  societies,  no  doubt,  can  beat  that 
Scare ’but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
JU 'produce  u».v  »f  L-ultiv,  ulieese, 
r ;s  purchased  from  the  society’s  own 
! • ntrv  members.  The  society  lays  claim 
unrrewrds— (IV  sales  r.f  C.VV.S.  Aedwa- 
lion  S.H.  flour,  the  average  being  over  -Jib. 
rer  member  weekly  ; and  (2)  investments  in 
iho  C W.S.  for  the  past  ten  years  have 
increased  1.650  i>er  cent.  These  matters 
reflect  great  credit  upon  the  loyalty  of  the 
members  and  the  good  management  gener- 
ally of  the  society.  The  management  com- 
mittee, general  manager  (Mr.  J.  B.  H. 
Laidler,  J.P.),  and  staff  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  their  successful  efforts. 


DEATH  IN  CHURCH. 


KETTERING  ENTERTAINS 
DESBOROUGH. 

ANNUAL  JOINT  OUTING. 

At  least  once  a year  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years  the  committees  of  the  Kettering  and 
Desborough  Societies  have  hold  a joint  meeting 
for  friendly  intercourse  and  consultation.  This 
year’s  gathering  took  place  on  Saturday,  the 
rendezvous  being  the  village  of  Grettou,  where 
the  Kettering  Society  recently  opened  its  fifth 
village  store. 

The  Kettering  contingent  left  the  society’s 
office  at  1-30,  and  called  for  tho  Desborough 
friends.  The_  route  taken  was  via  Pipewcll 
Hall  and  Calton  Park,  through  Middleton  and 
Caldicott>  over  the  river  Welland  to  Bting- 
hurst  on  the  Hill,  Great  Easton,  and  on  to 
Gretton.  Some  of  the  most  picturesque  parts 
of  Northamptonshire  were  passed  through. 

Arriving  at  Gretton,  the  company  were  soon 
engaged  in  games  of  quoits,  cricket,  &c. 

Cricket  Match. 

The  cricket  match  proved  to  be  a very 
strenuous  one.  Captain  Joyce  ably  marshalled 
the  Kettering  forces,  and  received  valuable 
help  from  such  stalwart  henchmen  as  Harold 
Taylor,  Andrew  White,  and  Walter  Whittle- 
stone.  But  they  proved  no  match  for  the  far 
more  experienced  team  from  Desborough, 
which  was  masterly  arrayed  by  Captain  Why- 
mant,  the  batting  of  Messrs.  Alf.  Panter  and 
Geo.  Plowright  being  especially  fine.'  At  the 
end  the  scores  were  declared  as  : Desborough, 
150 ; Kettering,  90. 


CW.S.  EMPLOYEE’S  TRAGIC  END. 


Tea  and  Speeches. 


Thr  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Ford 
(assistant  cashier  at  the  C W.S.  Bristol 
bra  nub  bank)  was  received  with  regret  by  a 
ride  circle  of  friends.  Deceased  died  with 
tragic  suddenness  just  before  the  commence- 
ment cf  evening  service  at  St.  Michael’s  and 
All  Angels’  Church,  on  Sunday  evening, 
July  2nd. 

Mr.  Ford,  who  was  a sidesman,  had  only 
just  sat  down  in  his  pew  when  lie  was 
observed  to  fall  forward.  He  was  carried 
out  of  the  church,  and  Dr.  Heron,  his 
medical  attendant,  was  telephoned  for,  but 
death  had  already  taken  place — os  the  result 
of  a stroke,  it  is  understcod. 

The  deceased  gentleman,  who  ivas  sixty- 
two  years  of  age,  had  been  employed  with 
the  C.W.S.  since  1889.  He  was  a much 
valued  servant  and  colleague,  who  was  ever 
ready  to  give  anyone  a helping  hand,  and 
had  been  foremost  in  any  bei'-cvoleut  work. 

Mr.  Ford  was  very  keenly  interested  in 
the  parochial  life  of  St.  Michael’s  and  All 
Angels'  Church,  and  had  been  a sidesman, 
for  two  or  three  years.  He  was  a member 
of  the  C.E.M.S.,  a member  of  the  Parochial 
Council,  and  chairman  of  the  Social  Club, 
*hile  lie  threw  himself  whole-heartedly  into 
any  work  for  the  younger  people. 

In  Freemasonry  he  was  well  known  as  a 
member  of  the  St.  Kevna  Lodge,  while  lie 
was  actively  associated  with  friendly  society 
work,  being  a j)aat-president  of  the  City  mid 
County  of  Bristol  Mutual  Benefit  Society, 
and  a member  of  the  oouncil  of  both  the  same 
society  and  the  State  section. 

Of  sport  lie  was  an  enthusiastic  supporter, 
and  especially  of  the  Bristol  Rugby  Football 


Tea  was  served  in  the  newly-erected  Co- 
operative Hall,  after  which  several  short 
speeches  were  made. 

Mr.  A.  Panter,  in  moving  a vote  of  thanks 
to  the  Kettering  committee  for  their  hos- 
pitality, expressed  the  pleasure  of  the  visitors 
in  once  more  meeting  Mr.  Wm.  Ballard  (the 
late  manager)  and  Mr.  Bert  Joyce  (the  newly- 
appointed  manager  of  the  Kettering  Society). 
Mr.  Ballard  had  done  yeoman  service,  and  he 
hoped  that  Mr.  Joyce  would  go  forward  and 
achieve  similar  success. 

Mr.  Plowright,  in  seconding,  spoke  of  the 
sterling  character  and  pleasing  personality  of 
the  new  manager. 

Mr.  T.  Adams,  J.P.  (president  of  the  Ketter- 
ing Society),  replied  on  behalf  of  the  Kettering 
Society.  He  was  glad  to  say  that  the  Kettering 
Society  had  just  closed  another  successful  half- 
year,  and  had  disposed  of  more  goods  than 
ever  before. 

Mr.  B.  Joyce  expressed  his  pleasure  at  meet- 
ing the  Desborough  friends  for  the  first  time, 
and  assured  them  that  he  should  always  value 
their  help  and  advice. 

Mr.  Wm.  Ballard,  J.P.,  was  warmly  received, 
and  spoke  of  the  sound  financial  position  of 
the  Kettering  Society.  Referring  to  the  har- 
monious working  of  the  two  societies,  he  trusted 
nothing  would  ever  sever  the  strong  bond  of 
friendship  which  existed  between  them. 

The  return  journey,  which  was  via  Stoke 
Albany  and  Wilbarston,  and  Desborough, 
proved  equally  as  enjoyable  as  the  outward. 


PRIZE  DISPLAY 
AT 

GODALMING. 

"T  a recent  slipping 
organised  by  the 
kal  Chamber  of  Com- 

ner|x,  the  Godaiming 
succeeded  in 
tinning  the  second  prize 
f°r  tradesmen's  vehicle 
exhibits,  with  one  of 
Rs  motors.  We  repro- 
^Dte  a picture  of  the 
display. 


London  milkmen  s wages. 

.A  threatened  strike  of  London  milkmen 
nl2  un  avorte‘l-  Negotiations  are  taking 
{m*  between  t^10  ninjSte,'s  and  men  with  a 
to  a settlement.  The  employees  object 
a reduction  of  2s.  (kl.  a week  in  their 
ges.  They  contend  that  the  reduction 
j.-  a€reed  to  because  three  months  ago  the 
Wrt  *lilk  waB  reduced  from  'Id . to  fid',  a 
iieoai  As  the  price  was  raised  to  6d.  a week 
*^th«y  refused  now  to  lose  the  2s.  (kl.  a 

Jr-  Ernest  B-svin  (secretary  of  the  Trans- 
(*>U ®ei}era-l  Workers’  Union),  in  the 
n»  interview,  stated  that  the  co- 
>a®i*by  had  always  maintained  a 
o rnL;  °.8-  » week  above  the  minimum.  The 
tlie  jjip,  eni  ploy  ere  ought  to  Ik?  able  to  pay 
ctl  ns  "'ell  ns  the  co-operative  society. 


The  Hendon  co-operative  educational 
committee  has  successfully  launched  a 
Comrades’  Guild.  Well-attended  meetings 
have  beerf  a feature  of  the  preliminary 
arrangements,  and  a full  - curriculum  has 
been  decided  on  for  the  coming  winter.  Tire 
items  will  suit  all  tastes  and  temperaments, 
nnd  all  arc  of  a useful  character. 


Are  You  One  of  Them?  ! 

"Everything  connected  with  your  ip'eniid  mcjeire  I 
is  of  such  a high  order  that  1 fo«l  very  strongly  tbit  1 
it  should  bo  in  the  hands  of  all  calling  themselves  ( 
progressive,  ond  certainly  every  co-operator."  I 

— A Parkslcne  Reader  art  ihe  " Mill $ ale  MontlJj,"  J 

* 


CHAMPIONS  ONCE  MORE. 


KETTERING  CLOTHING  SOCIETY'S  FIRE  BRIGADE. 


Trophies  Won  by  the  Brigade  Since  June  5tli,  1922. 


For  the  past  twelve  montlis  the  highly 
efficient  fire  brigade  of  the  Kettering  Clothing 
Society  has  held  the  valuable  silver  cup  known 
as  the  Lilford  Silver  Challenge  Trophy,  which 
is  at  the  disposal  of  the  Norfck-Ei3tcrn  District 
of  the  National  Fire  Brigade  Association  ; and 
at  the  annual  contest  of  this  association,  which 
was  held  at  Arnold,  near  Nottingham,  oa 
Saturday,  the  Kettering  brigade  succeeded  in 
again  winning  the  trophy.  A aharp  contest 
took  place,  no  less  than  twenty  different 
brigades  entering  the  field. 

The  contest  consisted  of  a four-man  hose-curt 
competition.  Me33r3.  C.  Ridout,  W.  Brown, 
F.  Moore,  and  J.  Maye3  ran  fifty  yards  with 


FIRE  BRIGADES’  ANNUAL 

COMPETITION. 

LONDON  TEA  DEPARTMENT 

WINS  SHIELD. 

On  Saturday  Ia3t  at  the  Crystal  Palace, 
the  fife  brigades  of  the  E.  and  S.C.W.S.  London 
branch  (tea  department)  and  C.W.S.  Silver- 
town  Estate,  held  their  thirteenth  annual 
competition,  which  was,  as  on  the  last  occasion 
— mo3t  successful.  Superintendent  A.  L. 
Carter  was  again  in  charge,  and  was  ably 
supported  by  Captains  Cresswcll,  Burton,  and 
Bagot.  The  judges  were  Captain  Dyson 
(Windsor  Fire  Brigade),  Captain  Brooker 
(Wey bridge  Fire  Brigade),  Captain  Chmp 
(Walthamstow  Fire  Brigade),  and  Captain 
Hall  (Leyton  Fire  Brigade). 

There  were  four  events,  all  wet,  comprising 
one-man  hydrant  drill,  four-men  hydrant 
drill,  four-men  hydrant  drill  (special),  and 
five-men  hydrant  drilL 

The  tea  department  were  the  winners  of  the 
shield,  the  medal  accompanying  the  same  being 
presented  to  Captain  Burton.  In  all,  this 
brigade  secured  eleven  prizes  out  of  the 
twenty-four.  Silvertown  Estate  took  eight 
prizes,  and  London  branch  five.  Tho  drills 
throughout  were  performed  admirably,  and 
the  times  wore  good. 

Mrs.  F.  J.  Waddington,  who  was  presented 
by  Captain  Burton’s  daughter  with  a charming 
bouquet  of  flowers,  handed  the  prizes  to  tho 
successful  competitors,  after  which  Sir  Tho3. 
Allen  (C.W.S.  director)  addressed  the  com- 
pany, complimenting  the  brigades  on  their 
good  work,  which  was  highly  appreciated  by 
the  directors.  Ho  hoped  they  would  still 
maintain  their  efficiency  in  tho  future. 

In  tho  evening  the  brigades  were  entertained 
to  dinner  in  the  Palaco,  Mr.  W.  E.  S.  Cock 
occupying  the  cha>r.  After  tho  customary 
toast,  “ The  King,”  Mr.  Cock  proposed 
“ [Success  to  the  Fire  Service,”  which  wa3 
responded  to  by  Captain  Brooker.  Captain 
E.  Dano  next  proposed  “ Tho  Co-operative 
Fire  Brigades,”  and  in  his  remarks  commented 
upon  tho  good  results  these  brigades  had 
achioved  in  the  competitive  field  outside  the 
co-operative  movement,  prior  to  tho  war, 
and  was  satisfied  they  could,  and  would,  come 
to  the  front  again,  if  they  maintained  the  state 
of  efficiency  which  was  apparent  from  the 
drills  that  ho  had  judged  that  day. 

Superintendent  Carter,  being  called  upon  to 
toast  “ Tho  Directors  and  officials,”  assured 
tho  company  that  tho  brigades  in  their  entirety 
appreciated  very  much  tho  directors’  kindness 
in  granting  these  competitions,  and  hopod 
they  would  bo  continued.  He  expressed 
thanks  to  all  tho  officials,  and  also  those  who 
had  interested  thomsolvos  in  ensuring  tho 
competition  being  so  successful. 


hose-cavfc,  fixed  standpipe  to  hydrant,  and  ran 
out  four  50  feet  lengths  of  ho3e,  the  whole  being 
accomplished  in  43  4-5  seconds.  Each  man 
was  dressed  in  full  fire  brigade  equipment 
with  top  boots,  helmet,  and  axe.  Tons  feat 
qualified  the  men  to  ran  in  the  ASi-ErtgJfeirKl 
contest  at  Basingstoke  next  Septsmhcr. 

Since  W hit -Monday  (incLnireJ  this  brigade 
has  entered  five  competitions  this  lesson,  «nrl 
has  secured  four  first  prizes,  three  jsxpsr  four 
medals,  and  £L1  in  cash.  Chief  Officer  W. 
Dyson  and  Second  Officii'  L.  Goodana.  have 
given  valuable  service,  and  under  their  «Me 
common  1 the  brigade  is  still  ‘“going 
strong.” 


LOUGHBOROUGH  COLLEGE 
WEEK-END. 

Tre  Co-operative  Copartnership  Propaganda 
Committee  have  arranged  a week-end  iichonl 
at  the  Loughborough  College,  to  talas'  place 
on  July  22nd  and  23rd.  The  college  is  one 
of  the  finest  technical  colleges  in.  England^  with 
departments  for  engineering  of  al  types; 
architecture,  science,  law,  commerce,  eenrm> 
mic3,  art,  literature,  and  teaching.  Tim,  visit 
of  inspection  on  the  Saturday  aftemnoir, 
which  will  be  the  first  iianr  on.  the  programme, 
should  therefore  prove  of  particular'  ireigtat, 
as  also  should  the  evening  address  by  Pi.ihi.dpal 
Schofield,  M.BJEL  BJ3c.,  on  '‘  The  Technical 
Work  of  the  College.’1 
On  Sunday  morning  the  League  of  Nations 
will  be  discussed,  and  in  the  afternoon,  Che 
G.O.M.  of  the  copartnership  movement.  ((Mr. 
E.  O.  Greening)  will  speak  an  Copartnership 
at  Home  and  Abroad.’1’  The  fee  far  tho  full 
coarse  of  lectures,  board,  and  rcsidcnca,  ib 
14s.  6L 


DARTFORD  CHILDRENS  FETE. 

The  juvenile  comparators  at  Dartfor  l had  a 
real  goed  time  at  the  annual  summer;  treat  an 
Saturday,  July  1st.  There  was  an  imposing 
procession  from  the  Central  Stares  to  the 
Central  Recreation  Ground.  Many  of  the 
children  were  in  fancy  eo3 turner  aiverti'siirg 
C.W.S.  products.  There  were  vuria’.o  amuse- 
ment i provided,  whilst  there  was  a novelty  ih 
th3  shape  of  a demonstration  by  tho  Kobfio 
Kif t fraternity.  Prizes  were  awarded,  fcr  those 
taking  part  in  tho  procession,  the  judges  heuxg 
Mr.  Croft  (Gravraend)  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeves 
(of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society).  A programme 
of  sports  attracted  much  attention,  whilst  a 
baby  show  proved  a popular  feature.  Mr-  F. 
W.  Johnson  distributed  the  prizes.  The  whole 
affair  was  a decided  success,  thanks  to  tho 
admirable  arrangements  made  by  Mr.  W.  T. 
Turnbull  and  the  committees. 


LONG  EATON  AND  LABOUR 
, PARTY. 

Consioerahi.e  Interest  was  evinced  in  the 
special  meeting  of  the  Long  Eaton  Society 
on  June  30th,  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing a resolution  tabled  by  Mr.  T.  Wilkins 
to  the  effect  that  “ the  society  withdraw 
its  affiliation  to  the  Labour  Party." 

Mr.  Wilkins  declared  that  the  principle 
of  affiliation  between  the  co-operative  so- 
ciety and  any  political  party  was  not  only 
wrong,  but  dishonest. 

s There  was  a crowded  meeting  of  mem- 
bers, nnd  a lively  and  heated  discussion 
ensued.  . 

The  voting  resulted  in  an  overwhelming 
majority  for  Mr.  Wilkins*  resolution,  and 
by  492  votes  to  216  th  meeting  resolved 
to  dissociate  itself  from  the  Labour  Party. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  Tor  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  "Women’s  Pages,” 
“ Co-operative  News  ” Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


“ BROTHERHOOD  ” ON  2/4  A WEEK. 

THE  PEOPLES  NEEDS  AND  THE  PEOPLES  POCKETS. 

CRY  FOR  LOWER-PRICED  GOODS. 


The  reports  of  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society’s  meetings,  both  last  week 
and  this,  make  excellent  and  instructive 
reading  for  any  co-operator  anxious  to 
understand  what  is  really  going  forward 
iu  the  movement  to-day.  Especially  do 
we  get  sidelights  upon  the  social  and 
economic  difficulties  which  act  and  react 
upon  the  trade  and  progress  of  the 
movement. 

I'or  instance,  at  one  of  the  meetings  a 
reply  about  the  decrease  in  trade  at  the 
Crumpsall  biscuit  works  brought  out 
a social  fact,  which  speaks  volumes;  The 
Crumpsall  works,  we  learn,  showed  a 
decrease  in  value  of  trade,  but  an 
increase  in  volume,  because  “ owing 
to  the  trade  depression  people  had  gone 
on  to  lower  priced  biscuits.” 

One  delegate  at  the  Manchester  meet- 
ing asked  if  cheaper  C.W.S.  jams  could 
not  be  made,  as  the  decreased  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  people  made  it 
that  the  people  could  not  afford  to  buy 
the  jams  now  being  made.  To  this,  Mr. 
bander  made  reply  that  to  put  two 
qualities  6f  the  same  jam  on  the  market 
would  simply  ruin  the  C.W.S.  trade  in 
jam  ; they  preferred  to  keep  the  quality 
up  and  the  prices  down,  and  in  this  way 
help  the  poor,  who  could,.  if  they  chose, 
get  the  cheaper  mixed  jams.  On  this 
point  we  have  interviewed  several  women 
co-operators  who  agree  with  Mr. 
Lauder's  point  of  view,  and  whose 
opinions  are  given  in  another  column. 

Even  the  health  of  the  workers  has 
some  important  bearing  upon  the  general 
prospect  of  trade.  The  limited  output 
of  coal_~at  Shilbottle  colliery,  about 
which  some  questiou  was  raised,  had 
been  affected,  it  seems,  by  an  epidemic 
of  influenza  from  which  30  per  cent, 
of  the  coal  getters  had  suffered  during 
the  last  three  months. 

These  things  apart,  however,  if  we 
reflect  upon  what  has  taken'  place  at  the 
various  C.W.S.  meetings,  we  cannot 
help  feeling  that  the  discussions  are  a 
commentary  upon  the  plea  set  up  at  the 
Women’s  Guild  Congress  at  Ports- 
mouth ; that  people  do  need  at  this  time 
lower-priced  goods  to  meet  the  reduced 
state  of  their  pockets. 

At  the  Yorkshire  "divisional,”  the  chair- 
man of  the  C.W.S.  (Mr.  G.  Thorpe)  said 
it  was  estimated  that  6,000  pairs  of 
boots  at  the  fixed  prices  of  10s.  gd.  and 
12s.  gd.  would  have  to  be  produced 
every  week  to  supply  the  demand  of  the 
movement  for  this  new  line  of  goods. 
He  confessed  that  the  experiment  of 
fixed  prices  “ has  taught  us  a lesson,” 
and  he  hoped  retail  societies  would  also 


learn  that  “ fixed  prices  ” would  mean 
a tremendous  influx  of  trade. 

The  boot  question  was  alluded  to  at 
another  meeting,  when  it  was  shown 
that  it  was  not  always  the  big  societies 
which  were  the  most  loyal  purchasers 
of  co-operative  productions.  It  was 
stated  without  contradiction  that  one 
small  society,  with  2,000  members,  was 
more . loyal  in  purchases  than  the  big 
London  Society  with  its  80,000  members. 

Of  course,  averages  are,  in  general,  cold- 
hearted  things  to  deal  with,  but  it  causes 
some  warm  co-operators  heart-stirring  to 
learn  that  the  average  purchase  of  co-opera- 
tive productions  per  member  through  the 
movement,  is  only  2s.  4d.  per  week  I 

As  Mr.  Thorpe  said  at  the  Manchester 
meeting,  on  Saturday  last,  " the  time  has 
come  for  the  C.W.S.  and  retail  societies  to 
pullt  ogether.  Sales  had  gone  down,  and 
some  of  their  works  were  omy  on  half-time, 
one  C.W.S.  factory  being  closed  altogether." 

* We  want,"  he  said  “ every  £1  invested  in 
the  C.W.S.  to  pull  its  full  strength,  and 
this,"  he  stated,  " cannot  be  done  if  trade 
is  going  outside  the  movement." 

Mr.  Charter,  replying  to  a question  as  to 
the  effect  of  fixed  prices  on  boots,  said'7//<? 
effect  has  been  to  alter  the  factories  from 
working  two  days  per  week  to  six  days  per 
week.”  Here,  then  is  some  solid  ground 
to  build  upon,  and  the  question  arises : 
Could  we  increase  our  present  average 
purchases  of  2 s.  4 d.  per  -week  to  something 
more  adequate,  if  our  goods  came  to  us 
at  fixed  retail  prices  ? If  so,  then  let 
us  press. more  actively  for  fixed  prices. 

Now  that  co-operators,  through  their 
holiday  guide's — and  more  seaside  and 
country  apartments  have  been  booked 
through  “ Woman’s  Outlook  ” adver- 
tisements this  year  than  ever  before — 
are  in  closer  touch  _with  fellow  co- 
operators,  we  get  to  know  the  differences 
in  prices  charged.  It  is  common  talk 
amongst  housewives  that  at  such-and- 
such  a place,  this  or  that  article  was 
cheaper  or  dearer  than  at  ‘‘  our  stores  ” ; 
and  they  not  only  wonder  why,  but 
their  sense  of  solidarity  is  shaken. 

It  is  this  sense  of  solidarity  which  the 
movement  needs  to  cultivate  in  these 
times  of  stress,  together  with  that  co- 
operative sense  of  give  and  take,  which 
means  so  much  to  us.  And  it  seems  to 
us  that  fixed  prices  will  help  this  soli- 
darity immensely. 

We  boast  of  our  movement  as  a 
“ brotherhood  ” even  at  2s.  4d.  a week. 
We  shall  have  a greater  right  to  boast 
when  we  set  all  our  factories  at  work 
six  days  a week,  and  our  spendings 
average  double  that  amount,  as  surely 
they  could  easily  do. 


‘ NO  MORE  WAR  FOR  US.’ 

With  confidence  that  good  will  ensue, 
preparations  are  fast  being  made  for 
the  “ No  More  War  ” demonstrations. 

True  citizenship  is  a thing  to  be 
practised  and  not  eternally  preached 
about.  It  is  impossible  to  practise 
it  unless  the  roots,  the  foundations,  are 
straight. 

The  only  foundation  for  world-wide 
sincerity  in  respectable  citizenship  is  a 
“ No  More  War  ” foundation.  It  is  useless 
to  welcome  and  pass  reforms,  when;  at 
any  moment,  they  can  all  be  obliterated 
by  a devastating  war. 

This  is  a hustling  question.  When 
American  women  want  a thing  they  see 
to  it  that  their  men  of  affairs  know  that 
they  want  it.  They  are  already  pre- 
paring to  write,  wire,  and  generally 
give  a hot  time  to  their  statesmen  the 
last  week  in  July. 

And  if  55,000  guildswomen  were 
equally  determined,  some  little  idea 
would  at  last  penetrate  the  thick  hides 
of  our  statesmen,  letting  them  know  that 
fast  and  loose  war  politics  are  a dead 
game. 

Don’t  leave  it  to  the  next  woman  in 
the  next  country  to  do  the  job  for  you, 
and  then  forget  to  thank  her. 

Do  it  for  yourself  by  post  cards,  wires, 
letters  ; a halfpenny  stamp  is  enough, 
with  the  words — “ No  More  War  for  us.” 


AS  ’ITHERS  SEE  US. 

The  Co-operative  Guild  Congresses 
are  certainly  the  most  representative 
gatherings  of  working  women — prin- 
cipally of  housewives — that  any  organi- 
sation can  bring  together.  There  was  a 
time  when  the  working  woman  was 
content  to  leave  co-operative  policy  in 
her  husband’s  hands,  even  though  she 
did  the  shopping,  and  the  first  attempts 
of  women  to  gain  seats  on  co-operative 
committees  of  management  and  similar 
bodies  were  often  resented  by  the  men 
who  had  hitherto  monopolised  such 
positions.  Even  now,  men  hold  quite 
a disproportionate  share  of  the  official 
positions  ; but  the  hard  work  done  by 
the  pioneers  of  the  Women’s  Guilds  has 
had  its  effect,  and  a woman  has  even 
been  elected  recently  as  a director  of  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  During 
the  last  few  years  the  Women’s  Guilds 
have  been  particularly  active  in  pressing 
for  greater  development  of  international 
co-operation,  by  mutual  trading  between 
the  various  national  movements.  The 
committees  which  control  the  various 
sections  of  the  co-operative  movement 
here  are  apt  to  be  somewhat  lethargic ; 
and,  again  and  again,  the  Women’s 
Guilds  have  stimulated  them  to  needful 
activity. — “ New  Statesman,”  June  2ef.l1. 


ANOTHER  PORTSMOUTH  MEMORY. 


Group  of  prominent  Northern  Guildswomen  snapped  immediately  on  their  return  from  the  Congress  excursion  to 
the  Isle  of  Wight.  Privileged  to  joiu  the  group  were  the  Guild  General  and  Assistant  Secretaries,  the  new  Guild 
President,  the  Secretary  of  .the  Convalescent  Fund,  and  " Co-operative  Newa  ” and  " Outlook  ” representatives. 
The  price  of  the  photograph  is  2s.  Gd.,  with  2d.  for  postage.  Apply  Mr.  T.  Humphries,  London-rond,  Portsmouth, 


FOR  TRADE  PROPAGANDA. 

Mns.  Allen  Mrs.  Andrews 

(Sheerness),  the  (Birmingham),  ^ 
newly  elected  south-  has  been  returned  1 
ern  representative  on  as  midland  repr*  j 
the  Central  Commit-  sentative  to 
niittee  of  the  Eng-  Central  Commits 
lish  Women’s  Guild.  of  the  W.C.G. 


AUSTRALIA  ADVANCES. 

“WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK”  THE 
FAVOURITE.” 


Dear  Editor, — In  Australia,  guilds  are 
progressing,  though  the  progress  be  slow,  ! 
Our  society  is  feeling  the  hard  times  that  1 
you  in  England  are  experiencing.  The  plea 
for  co-operative  loyalty  is  necessary  here. 
Just  now  the  temptatious  that  private 
enterprise  flaunts  before  our  eyes  are 
greater  than  ever,  and  we  need  to  steel 
ourselves  against  them.  The  time-payment 
systems  here  are  in  practically  every  j 
business  house  except  the  stores,  and  it  u 
remarkable  how  many  people  are  gulled  I 
by  time-payment. 

The  C.W.S.  in  New  South  Wales  had  an 
increase  the  last  half-year  of  CIS. 009.  Thij 
will  not  seem  much  to  you,  but  itmember  I 
we  are  in  our  iufancy  here,  and  the  support  | 
of  large  societies  is  required.  As  you  are  r 
aware,  our  guild  has  subscribed  to  the  ! 
11  Woman’s  Outlook  ” for  nearly  two 
years,  and  we  appreciate  it  very  much 
indeed.  Some  Like  the  " Circle, " some 
" Co-operative  News,”  but  the  " Woman's 
Outlook  ” is  the  favourite.  In  the  last  issue  ] 
received  (April)  some  tried  the  recipe  for 
ginger-bread,  and  found  it  very  good  j 
indeed.  I might  say  that  out  hero,  at  thin 
time  of  the  year,  eggs  are  3s.  Gd.  a dozen.  | 

On  March  25th,  1922.  the  Labour  Govern-  | 
meut  iu  New  South  Wales  was  replaced  1 
by  a Nationalist  Government  (l  iberal-  j 
Coalitionist),  and  ere  a fortnight  had 
passed  wages  were  reduced  3s.  per  week;  j 
now  they  are  reduced  7s.  per  week.  The  | 
basic  wage  at  present  is:  Men,  £3  18s.; 
women,  £2  Is.  The  workers  will  realist 
before  the  three  years  are  ended  that 
Labour  is  a better  friend  than  Nationalist 
— Yours,  &c.,  M.  Jones. 

“ Blattihford,”  Richard-street, 

Mnrrickville,  Sydney,  Australia. 


CASUAL  WARDS  FOR 

WOMEN. 


Dear  Madam, — When  referring  to  the 
discussion  which  took  place  at  the  Ports- 
mouth Congress  on  the  Vagrancy  Live  you 
refer  to  "some  sensational  and  hearsay 
statements.”  May  I point  out  that  "lien 
one  has  spoken  it  is  not  in  order  to  sp"“*j 
again  on  the  same  subject,  otherwise  1 I 
could  have  told  Congress  that  what  I snid 
was  neither  “ hearsay  ” nor  was  it  from 
an  outsider’s  point  of  view.  I,  too,  am  » 
guardian,  and  am  now  serving  my  tenth 
year  as  such,  and  I spoke  from  practical 
experience.  Although  I have  served  lor  1 
ten  years  it  is  less  than  three  years  ago 
since  I first  saw  the  female  casual  word, 
and  then  It  was  exactly  as  I described  to 
Congress.  Although  guardians  may  visa 
the  whole  of  the  premises,  this  ward 
so  placed  that  I thought  it  part  of  tw 
laundry,  and  evidently  the  whole  forty-tw 
members  of  the  board  were  in  a siraiu* 
position  to  myself,  for  the  male 
had  better  provision  made.  The  t®  * ( 
ditions  are  now  altered,  but  the  la. 
remains  that  other  guardians  may  oe 
the  same  position  as  I was  three  years 
and  not  know  how  the  women  casuals  10  • 

I should  have  been  horrified  then  1 . ; 
someone  said,  ns  I did,  that  women  1 
only  sloping  boards  to  lav  upon,  lor  I " ■ 
absolutely  amazed  when  by  chance  s\ 
these  conditions,  and  so  appeared  j 

others.  We  have  now  bedsteads  and  str. 
mattresses,  and  I sincerely  trust  that1  j 
other  guardians  make  similar  provM  ,• 
Nevertheless.  I should  like  to  feel  nssui 
because  surely  we  were 
all  other  unions.  , I 

I,  too.  was  glad  that  the 
question  was  agreed  to.  as  much  was . 
which  seemed  to  show  that  there  nil®u  - 
a danger  of  putting  women  m a 
unfavourable  condition  than  men.  , ( 
are  we  sure  that  they  are  not  so  at 


»ei  iin'/j 
far  belilWi 


present  time? — Yours,  «X:c. 


E.  M.  Am-WG 


rhe  members  of  the  Taunton 
ently  journeyed  to  Exmouth  tor 
lual  picnic. 

OSTON  SPA,  YORKSHIRE — THE  t»-OPFR*^J 
. CAFK. — Par  tic*  catered  for.-Appb, 
caster  aod  District  Cfc-operaUro  Society 
loo  Spa  Branch,  Boston  Spa,  York* 
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JULY  W. 

jlORE  EMPLOYMENT-MORE  TRADE. 

FIXED  PRICES”  MEAN  INCREASED  LOYALTY. 

CHEAPER  DRAPERY,  BUT  NOT  CHEAP  FOOD. 

We  are  getting  very  tired  of  the  pessimistic  grumblings  everybody  seems 
io  be  letting  loose  upon  everything  and  everybody  else  just  now,  and  it  seems 
Jo  us  the  time  has  come  to  take  hold  of  the  facts  now  coming  to  light  and  to 
work  upwards  from  these  facts  to  better  things  rather  than  to  hold  them  up 
in  evidence  of  failure. 

So  instead  of  the  dismal  gruntlings  about  the  lack  of  trade,  we  welcome 
our  women’s  expressions  of  opinion  on  “ Fixed  Prices,”  which  we  are  assured 
“ill  make  for  increased  loyalty  to  tho  stores,  and  through  them  increased 
loyalty  to  co-operative  productions,  which  will  mean  more  employment  for  our 
factories. 


— — — 


“ Fixed  price  goods  have  kept  tho  trade 
• tlie  movement  at  a most  difficult  time 
'tan  niimv  societies  were  showing  losses 
i lowering  dividends.”  11ns  is  the 
Eioii  of  many  cooperative  women  round 
X)Ut  Manchester — women  who  keep  house 
Li  family  of  five  on  less  than  £3  a week. 

One  body  maintained  that  but  for  the 
*•  fixed  prices”  in 
drapery  she  could  not 
have  continued  shopping 
at  the  stores,  “ and  I 
know.''  she  said,  ‘ that 
many' women  poorer  than 
1 have  been  able  to  shop 
tbc-e  when  otherwise 
they  would  have  gone 
outside.  About  twelve 
months  ago,”  she  con- 
tinued. “I  asked  in  my 
society's  boot  depart- 
ment for  a cheap,  strong 
pair  of  shoes,  and  was 
shown  a pair  at  30s. — an 
impossible  price,  forcing 
me  to  either  go  else- 
ffhero  or  buy  the  shoes 
and  stint  the  weekly 
food  bill.  Then  came  the 
Ifc.  6d.  and  10s.  9d. 
shoes,  within  everybody's 
reach,  Even  non-co- 
operative women  asked 
if  I would  get  them  a 
cheap  pair  of  C.W.S. 
shoes.  1 promised  on 
condition  that,  should 

prove  satisfactory,  “ 
they  would  give  the 
stores  a trial.  In  this  way  I have  made  six 
new  permanent  members  for  our  society.” 
Another  woman's  opinion  is  that  any 
i attempt  to  do  away  with  fixed  price  articles 
Would  be  a grave  mistake,  resulting  in 
serious  consequences.’  “ Instead  of  talking 
about  banishing  these  cheaper  priced 
she  said,  “our  C.W.S.  should  be 
considering  bringing  out  many  other  lines.” 
“But for  the  1 fixed-price  ’ goods,  I should 
have  had  to  go  without  many  things  this 
summer,'’  remarked  another.  "I  am  a 
loyal  co-operator,  and  would  not  go  outside 
my  own  society.  To-day  1 can  sport  a new 
‘rig-out,’  which  has  cost  me  £3  6s.  9d. 
Among  my  new  garments  are  a C.W.S. 
tweed  costume,  £2  10s. ; a C.W.S.  Jap  silk 
House,  9s.  Gd. ; ‘ Wheatsheaf  ’ shoes,  10s. 
9i;  a home-made  hat,  5s. ; and  a pair  of 
stockings  purchased  on  a society's  sale  day. 
Is,  8d.” 

Whilst  agreeing  that  cheaper  goods  are 
necessary,  another  body  said:  “But  the 
C.W.S.  must  not  go  too  far  in  this  matter. 
It  would  be  a serious  error  to  bring  out 
Reaper  foodstuffs;  there  would  be  no  sale 
them.  The  gravest  mistake  that  could 
« made  in  tliis  direction  would  be  to  put 
the  market  a cheaper  grade  of  jam, 
about  which  we  heard  on  Saturday  last  at 
“e  C.Y/.S.  meeting.  Women  are  very  pre- 
judiced against  cheap  jams,  considering 
them  impure.  They  prefer  to  buy  a good 
)um  and  make  it  go  further.  Even  the 
women  will  not  buy  cheap  tinned 
E°°ds.  A woman  in  the  stores  the  other 
% whom  1 knew,  and  who  told  me  she 
Rearing  second-hand  clothes,  asked  for 
*;»»t  tin  of  salmon.’  It  would  be  false 
to  bring  out  cheap  foodstuffs, 
however  poor,  will  not  economise 


on  jam.  flour,  tea,  bacon,  tinned  salmon 
and  fruits.  They  would,  however,  like  a 
very  cheap,  common  soap,  a coarse  beet 
sugar,  and  a cheap  biscuit.” 

To  sum  up  the  views  of  some  co-opera- 
tive women  on  this  subject  in  one  sentence, 
their  desire  is  for  cheap  wearing  apparel, 
at  prices  as  low  as  possible,  but  that  with 

the  exception  of  a few 
articles,  they  do  not 
want  cheaper  food- 
stuffs.” 

” To-day,”  said  an- 
other Lancashire  woman, 
” the  purchasing  power 
of  many  co-operators  is 
very  low,  because  they 
are  eating  less;  and  if 
it  were  not  for  the  fixed 
price  articles,  the  allied 
departments  would  not 
receive  the  patronage  of 
the  poor  members.  And 
the  managers  of  the  de- 
partments know  this.” 

“WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK.”  j „ 

ax  \ " Fixed  prices  could  be 

made  a splendid  thing, 


“OUTLOOK”  HOLIDAY 


The  ^oman  of  Forty-five, 
The  Bairns  and  Tiny 
Tots, 

The  Girl  of  Twenty, 


ARE  ALL  CATERED  FOR  IN  THE 
AUGUST 


Special  Short  Story  and 
Competition. 


Order  a copy  from  your  store  or  from— J- 
yolir  newsagent.  j 


hut  there  seems  to  be 
a lack  of  co-ordination 
between  the  Wholesale 
an<L  the  retail  societies  ; 
consequently  the  goods 
lose  their  full  value. 
The  C.W.S.  and  the 
retail  societies  should 
work  together,  so  that 
societies  are  not  adver- 
tising these  goods  when  the  C.W.S.  cannot 
supply  them  at  the  moment.  Our  mills 
ought  not  to  be  manufacturing  articles  for 
which  there  will  be  no  sale,  and  to  prevent 
this  members  of  societies'  management 
committees  should  he  constantly  conferring 
with  the  C.W.S.  directors.  With  a little 
more  enterprise,  fixed  price  articles  in  the 
drapery  departments  would  increase  the 
membership  of  our  societies. 

Through  lack  of  enterprise  members  are 
diven  outside  the  movement.  In  the  grocery 
department  we  must  stock  only  the  best 
if  we  wish  to  suit  everybody.  The  poorest 
members  are  the  most  particular  customers, 
and  we  should  have  no  sale  for  such  an 
unpopular  article  as  cheap  jam. 

More  co-ordination  between  the  Whole- 
sale and  the  retail  societies  and  more  enter- 
prise in  every  direction,  and  our  movement 
would  grow  enormously.” 


The  Bromley  Junior  Guild  gave  a success 
ful  concert  recently.  The  fairy  play, 
‘‘Shock-Headed  Peter,’’  was  performed. 
Prizes  and  certificates  were  presented  by 
Mr.  W.  Upton  (educational  committee).  The 
Guild  members  made  a presentation  to  Miss 
D.  Gass,  one  of  their  teachers. 

A Guild  branch  was  formed  at  Leighton 
Buzzard  (Beds.)  on  the  4tli  inst.  Mr. 
Robinson  (the  society’s  manager)  introduced 
the  district  secretary  (Mrs.  Hayward)  and 
the  South-Eastern  sectional  secretary  (Mrs. 
Pidgeon).  Mrs.  Hayward” took  the  chair,  and 
Mrs.  Pidgeon  gave  an  address  which  created 
keen  interest.  Mrs.  Parker  is  the  president, 
and  Mrs.  Holland,  II,  Vandyk  e-road, 
Leighton  Buzzard,  is  seoretaty. 


WELSH  WOMEN  PROTEST. 

iru|Di>  aimual  conference  of  the  Aberdare 
^ Rhondda  District  was  held  at  Tony- 
ray  recently,  when  Mrs.  Jenkins  (Seng- 
“Jdd  district  president)  was  in  the  chair. 
Jr?-  Matt  Lewis  (Sectional  Council 
Baile"  rea(*  ^ie  PaPor>  “ Guildswomen  at 

Pm!*0  ^solutions  have  been  sent  by  the 
l™yjpaig  branch  to  M.P.’s.  The  first  pro- 
against  the  abolition  of  women  polioe, 
Duo  n that  pressure  be  brought  to  bear 
all  police  authorities  .in  industrial 
PoW  arul  seaports  to  set  up  a women’s 
t section.  The  second  resolution  pro- 
emta  a£a'nst  riie  delay  in  removing  the 
•linn*0  the  admittance  of  Cana-’ 

r.m^caltle  into  the  country.  Only  by  its 
could  the  workers  be  assured  of  a 


supply  of  homo-killed  meat  at  a 


*e'r  meam. 
toouRi,  ,r*s°lutions  were  carried  unani- 
to  ♦»,  • “dogates  being  asked  to  send  copies 
local  M.P.’s,  the  Home  Secretary, 
It®  1S^'r.of  Agriculture. 

2<]  decided  to  raise  district  fees  from 
TjL  ,d-  per  member. 

lommiii  °"  ‘ne  "'ere  elected  to  the  district 
M£s-  Arthur  Jones  (Aberdare), 


if  rj  • , -nrunur  junta  1 insi  um*;/, 

xJia^  (Dowlais),  Mr«i  James  (Tony- 
Wb ’/nirs’  "rewn  (Ynyehir),  Mrs.  Edwin 
hifrij.v  'r*'lnckwood))  Mrs.  Griffiths  (Tre- 
^lvics  Ak  district  secretary,  Mrs.  Aneurin 
(Aberdare)  was  returned  unopposed. 


A NORTHERN  GUILD  RALLY. 


The  Mid-Durham  District  of  the  Guild 
held  its  first  annual  rally  at  Stanley,  near 
Crook,  last  Saturday,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  new  Guild  branch  there,  when  wives, 
husbands,  and  children  turned  out  in  full 
force.  Sports  were  held  in  the  afternoon  for 
the  children,  and  a tug-of-war  between 
branches  in  the  diptriet  resulted  in  the  home 
team  (Stanley)  catirylng  off  the  prize,  given 
by  Mrs.  Gibbins  (Darlington).  At  the  close 
of  the  sports,  Mrs.  Ferguson,  J.P.  (sectional 
secretary),  presented  the  children  with 
toys,  given  by  friends  and  the  brauches 
in  the  district.  After  tea  a meeting  was 
lield,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Jackson 
(the  society's  president),  who  said  he  was  a 
great  believer  in  the  Women's  Guild,  nnd 
considered  it  one  of  the  most  valuable  assets 
in  the 'movement.  Three  hundred  persons 
partook  of  tea,  and  considering  the  rally 
took  place  in  a district  badly  hit  by  trade 
depression,  the  rally  was  a great  success. 
Mrs.  Ferguson’s  speech  was  a plea  for  the 
Guild  branches  to  take  up  subjects  of  general 
interest  in  the  guild  room,  and  urging  the 
women  to  use  their  votes  for  “ No  More 
War.”  On  behalf  of  all  present,  Mrs. 
Wright  (Stanley)  thanked  all  who  had 
helped  to  make  the  rally  a success. 


GLADDENING  ENGLAND’S  GARDEN. 

GUILDERS  INVADE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


Never  did  a merrier  party  leave  the 
Clarence  Pier  at  Portsmouth  than  that 
which  set  sail  for  tile  Isle  of  Wight  on  the 
Thursday  of  Congress  week. 

It  took  some  time  before  '.lie  party  could 
he  safely  accommodated  on  the  ” Queen,” 
but  once  aboard,  and  with  t he  glorious  feel 
of  the  lifting  deck,  everyone  had  leisure  to 
look  round  and  b?hoId  the  sights — the  sea- 
planes overhead,  tho  gaily- festooned 

Renown  ” on  the  left,  and  the  wonderful 
and  majestic  sight  of  the  ” Queen 
Elizabeth”  with  her  white-clad  hands  on 
deck,  and  very  near  now,  the  singular 
beauty  of  the  Isle  of  Wight — “The  Garden 
of  England.” 

If  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  viewed  the 
invasion  with  surprise  they  may  bo  pardoned. 

A c-Iinrabaric  ride  round  the  island  was 
obviously  the  thing  to  do,  so  hoarding 
“White  Heather  ” for  “good  link.'’  it 
wfls  but  a short  drive  to  the  Shanklin  Chine 
— a glen  of  natural  beauty — whore  birds  of 
every  description  came  to  greet  us  and  par- 
take of  food  from  our  hands.  The  rocky 
walls  of  the  glen  were  covered  with  ferns, 
creepers,  and  flowers  in  rank  profusion. 
Downdeep  clefts  sparkling  water  poured  into 
a pool,  cui  each-side  of  which  leaned  tall  trees, 
their  leaves  wet  and  shining  with  the  gprny. 

Ofttimes  the  scene  would  be  a tantalising 
vision  of  fields  of  poppies,  or  rooc-covered 
cottages,  but  oltener  the  wide  expanse  cf 
sen,  with  the  chalk  coast-line  standing  out  in 
the  sunlight. 

At  Blnckgang  Chine — the  haunt  of  the 
smugglers — Mrs.  Smith  from  Tooting  and 
Mrs.  Jones  from  Wigan  were  promised  a 


handcsome  husband,  the  slot  machine  advis- 
ing them  that  if  this  was  not  t Heir  lucky  day 
to  try  again. 

Alas!  This  was  the  kind  of  lucky  day  that 
came  too  seldom  their  way.  Their  desire  was 
to  sing  like  birds  on  that  gloriously  golden 
day. 

Homeward  bound,  and  the  island  was  soon 
a wisp  of  green  on  the  licrizon.  'J  lie  leaping 
waves  and  the  cream  of  the  loam,  the  wail- 
ing cry  of  sea  birds,  and  die  gentle  ri~e  and 
fall  of  the  boat  united  all  by  i common  feel- 
ing of  unspeakable  peace.  It  was  tin 
bewitching  poetic  hour,  and  what  had  been 
a perfect  day  was  now  ended.  The  morion 
would  see  many  returning  to  the  ‘‘daik 
cities,”  to  the  wash-Ulb  and  the  luiking- 
lnug,  but  the  memories  of  Portsmouth 
Congress  and  the  excursion  to 
” England’s  Garden  ” will  ever  rise  trium- 
phant over  life’s  disappointments. 


SEND  US  THAT  ADVERT. 


. No  other  co-operative  journal  circulates  to 
such  an  extent  outside  the  movement  os  the 
“ WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK.” 

Mrs.  G.  says:— ” A non-co-operator,  I 
have  taken  the  * Outlook  ’ sine?  its  inception. 
It  was  through  an  advert  Lenient  on  the  hack 
of  the  magazine  that  I first  heard  of  the 
cheap  ’ Wheatsheaf  ’ shoes.  Sino3  I pur- 
chased a pair  I have  joined  tiia  stores,  and 
am  now  a regular  member.” 


-□60 — 


• Woman’s  Outlook  ” for  reliable  recipes. 


guildswomen  Should  Jisk  for 


c.  w.  s. 

pISH  & MEAT 

PASTES. 


They  are  Aopetising  and  Nutritious.  Ask  for  the 
“WHEATSHEAF”  or  “UNITY”  BRANDS. 

Both  are  Good. 

Both  Stand  on  Top. 

Both  are  Sold  at  Your  Stores. 


« 

? 

J 

□ 

i 

! 

□ 


THE  CLASS  MUSTARD  POT  AND  PATENT  SPOON  ARE  STILL  BEING 
GIVEN  AW  AT  WITH  THE  “ WHEATSHEAF ” PASTES. 


Ask  for  the  C.W.S.  Specialities  fi;om  the 
YARMOUTH  CANNERY. 

GALANTINES,  BRAWNS, 
GLAZED  PRESSED  BEEF, 
SPICED  BEEF  AND 
TONGUE. 

OX,  PICNIC.  OR  LUNCH  TONGUE. 


When  buying  these  tell  the  assistant  you  must  have  the 
C.W.S.  BRAND— THE  BEST. 


14 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


July  15,  19$ 


MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

fCORiUkSPOXDEX rs  ore  requested  to.  write  tn  lDk,  on 
one  side  of  the  paper,  distinctly  nhd  briefly,  stating 
ago,  sex,  occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
" noros-de-plume " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
nomex  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acuta 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  Seen  can  bo  con- 
tidcred.  Address.  “ The  Doctor,”  " Co-operative  News, ' 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester. J 


Colleen. — I much  regret  that  owing  to 
extra  pressure  of  late  the  reply  to  your 
query  has  been  delayed.  You  might  write 
again  with  details. 

Tce  Cream  (“  Drum."). — Ice  cream,  in 
moderation,  is  neither  specially  harmful  nor 
helpful  to  “ a person  of  average  health  and 
constitution”  sipped  slowly,  and  not  taken 
immediately  after  food. 

Skin  Trouble  (”  Skin  T,.”). — Try  ammo- 
mated  me'rcury  ointment,  and  use  no  soap 
or  water  to  the  affected  hands ; cleanse 
with  olive  oil.  Thanks  for  your  “ praise  of 
our  Medical  Column,  especially  for  its  firm 
stand  against  alcohol.” 

” X.  Y.  /." — (1)  The  first  complaint  is 
quite  natural.  (2)  The  blood-tinged  expec- 
toration- should  be  attended  to,  and 
its  souroe  and  treatment  can  only  be 
determined  upon  proper  physical  examina- 
tion. If  No.  1 is  the  cause  of  No.  2,  then, 
as  you  yourself  say,  ” the  cure  is  obvious  ” 
— “verbum  sat  sapient!. " 

Post  - Influenza  Trouble  (“  Guilds- 
woman,”). — Rheumatism  after  influenza 
seems  to  be  the  cause  of  your  symptoms, 
for  which  you  might  try  this  prescription: 
Salicylate  of  soda,  2 drachms;  bicarbonate 
of  potash,  11  drachms;  compound  tincture 
of  cinchona,  2 drachms;  emulsion  of 
chloroform,  2 drachms ; camphor  water  to 
8 ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three  times 
a day. 

Piles  (“June”). — The  “much  adver- 
tised ” local  application  you  mention  is 
not  of  much  real  value.  Your  “ great  sus- 
picion of  all  such  remedies  ” is  well 
founded.  People  on  holiday  often  find 
themselves  more  constipated  than  at  home. 
An  occasional  enema  of  lukewarm  water 
might  help  you  when  away.  Many  thanks 
for  your  good  opinion  of  our  Medical 
Column. 

“ G.  T.  L.”  (Liverpool). — No  “ uom  do 
plume.”  The  diet  seems  all  right,  but  I 
think  the  lady  has  too  much  domestic 
work  to  do — too  much  standing  on  her  feet, 
and  too  little  out-of-doors  and  fresh  air. 
Get  a doctor  to  examine  the  urine  'for 
albumen,  with  a view  to  determining 
kidney  disease  or  not,  and  for  sugar  re 
diabetes,  and  get  his  suggestions  as  to 
other  treatment.  But  more  Ii-E-S-T  and 
less  W-O-li-K  seem  to  me  to  be  indicated. 

The  Salisbury  Treatment  (“Diet”). — 
In  this  diet  the  patient  is  fed  entirely 
upon  meat — about  31bs.  of  lean  meat, 
minced,  every  day,  and  almost  nothing  else 
except  plenty  of  hot. water  to  drink.  After 
a week  of  this  the  patient  resorts  to  his 
ordinary  diet  for  a time.  Details  and  in- 
structions re  the  meat  and  other  parti- 
culars must  be  obtained  from  the  doctor 
in  charge  of  the  ease.  It  is  not  intended 
as  a permanent  diet,  but  ts  to  be  continued 
so  long  as  the  necessity  for  it  lasts,  and  it 
it  only  suitable  in  certain  cases. 

Noisf.  in  Head  and  Partial  Deafnbss  « 
(“Assistant”). — There  is  no  “certain 
cure  ” for  this  condition,  which  may  be 
associated  with  catarrh  in  the  middle  ear, 
which  is  apt  to  become  chronic  and  to  be 
difficult  to  get  rid  of.  An  ear  specialist, 
say,  at  a hospital,  may  he  consulted.  The 
buzzing  noise  is  apt  to  come  and  go,  and 
it  may  be  modified  by  sleeping  with  the 
head  high,  avoiding  hot  drinks  at  supper- 
time  and  avoiding  alcohol  in  every  shape, 
and  even  tobacco.  But  your  recovery  may 
be  long  and  tedious. 

“ Horse  Shoe.” — Many  thanks  for  your 
second  “charm”  of  bog  oak;  the  first" still 
adorns  my  study.  Your  last  letter  confirms 
my  previous  judgment,  that  your  troubles 
are,  in  the  main,  of  nervous  origin,  and  I 
agree  with  the  advioo  of  your  doctor  “ not 
to  hurry  ” and  “ not  to  worry.”  Consump- 
tion is  not  so  likely  at  your  age — forty  years 
— though  not  impossible.  Glad  to  know 
that  your  aunt  is  keeping  so  much  better. 
It  is  good  to  have  you  say  that  I “ bake  a 
real  interest  in  my  cases.”  Every  letter  is 
carefully  read,  and  the  cases  conscientiously 
advised  upon. 

Stammering  (“  Distressed  ”).  — Several 
replies  have  been  given  to  queries  u>  stam- 
mering in  our  Medical  Column,  and  we 
would  again  advise  our  correspondent  to 
read  Section  V.  of  the  Report  of  the  Chief 
Medioal  Officer  of  Education  for  the  year 
1913,  published  in  1914  by  H.M.  Stationery 
Office  (price  Is.  Sd.),  where  a useful  and 
instructive  summary  of  the  condition  and 
treatment  of  this  distressing  defect  of 
speech  is  given.  It  is  a summary  of  the 
reports  and  opinions  of  a number  of  school 
doctors  who  have  paid  special  attention  to 
the  condition  and  have  conducted  special 
classes  for  the  treatment  of  the  a fleeted 
children.  In  it  tlie  causes  and  treatment 
of  ,the  affection  are  discussed,  and  the 
report  is  of  greater  value  than  the  results 
'obtained  at  single  hand.  It  is  pointed  out 
that  treatment  should  be  directed  (1)  to 
the  physical  and  general  welfare  of  the 
child ; (2)  the  general  mental  condition ; 
(3)  the  defect  itself;  “ suggestion  ” playing 
a lurge  part.  “ Distressed  ” will  therefore 
see  that  the  subject  is  not  so  simple  and 
easy  as  she  imagines;  and  this  reply  I 
should  like  to  commend . to  all  teachers, 
parents,  and  others  who'  have  Budli  cases 
in  band.  Let  them  cut  out  this  paragraph 
and  carefully  preserve  it  for  further  use, 
and  procure  a copy  of  the  publication  in 
question,  which  only  costs  Is.  8d. 


CALENDAR. 


JULY. 

Co-operative  Educational  Fellowship  (Man- 
chester Branch). — Tea  and.  Meeting,  in  Con- 
gregational Schoolroom,  Marple  Bridge,  at 
5 p in. 

North-Western  Section. — Bolton  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Wargrave- 
road,  Earlstown,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
sion  : " Mutual  Aid  in  Education.”  Speaker, 
Mr.  S.  I'airbrothcr  (sectional  board). 

North-Western  Section.— Manchester  District 
Conference,  at  St,  Andrew's*  Church  School, 
Railway-street,  Hodficld,  ot  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Impressions  of 

Brighton  Congress."  Address  by  Sir.  A. 
Ilorrieks  (sectional  board). 

North-Western  Section. — Itossendnle  District 
Conference,  in  the  Co-oporativo  Hall,  Bacnp, 
at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Pre- 
sent-Day Problems."  Taper  by  Mr.  A. 
Pickup  (sectional  board). 

South-Western  Section. — Bristol  nnd  Somerset 
District  Omferonce,  at  (lie  Council  School, 
Locking-road,  Weston-super-Mare,  at  3-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion-;  “The  Pro- 
posed National  Co-operative  Society." 
Speaker,  Mr.  G.  W.  Uantsden  (secretory, 
Weston-super-Mare  Society). 

London  District  Council  Men’s  Guild. — Meeting 
at.  the  Co-operative  Hall,  270,  A roll  way -rood, 
Highgote,  at  3 p.m. 

Manchester  Men’s  Guild. — Ramble  and  Rally 
to  Greenfield;  open-air  meeting  in  Morket- 
sq ua.ro,  Uppermill,  at  6-30  p.m. 

Midland  Section. — Shropshire  and  Mid-Woles 
District  Conference,  at  Oaken  gates,  at  4-45 
p.m.  Conveyances  leave  Oakengates  Sta- 
tion for  SheriRhales  at  3 o'clock.  Subject 
for  discussion  ; ” Co-operative  Pig  Farm- 
ing”; to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  J.  Dowie 
(secretary,  Otikengutes  Society). 

North-Western  Section. — Rochdale  District 
Conference,  in  the  St.  Thomas  Schoolroom, 
Huddersfield- road,  Nowhey,  at  3 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  consideration  : Mr.  (i.  Riddle's  Con- 
gress puper;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  R. 
A.  Palmer  (Co-operutive  Union). 

Women's  Guild  (Mid-Durham  District). — Sum- 
mer Conference,  in  the  U.M.  Free  Church 
(near  Co-operative  Stores),  Crook,  at  2-30 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Co-operativ© 
Ideals."  Address  by  Mrs.  Close  fStocktant. 


“THE  NEW  DOT” 


The  " Readable  Trad-  Unite 
I oper.  Pub'ished  fortnight!? 
Ion  Enturdoyi).  Price  2c'., 
Iro.n  bnm.h  secretaries,  or  3c 
ro«  Ircc  from  Central  Office- 
" Oakley."  Vf- 

Fallowlieli..  ..  untaiiiar. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


CHOIR  CONDUCTOR-' Wan  ted  for  Senior  and  Junior 
Chairs.— Apply  by  letter,  stating  terms  nnd 
qualifications,  to  Educational  Secretary,  United  Co- 
nrewntivi-  Baking  Society  Ltd.,  12,  M'Neil-st,,  Glasgow. 


initteo  thank  all  applicants. 

Confectioner  and  baker.— wanted,  by  the 

Co-operutive  Society,  Biggin-street,  Dover,  a 
competent  FOREMAN  BAKER  for  Bakery  nnd  Re- 
staurant shortly  opening;  must  bo  well  nblo  to  make 
all  classes  of  fancy  bread  and  confectionery.— Appli- 
cations, stating  previous  experience  and  wages 
quired,  to  bo  addressed  to  the  Secretary  os,  above 


Confectionery  shop  and  restaurant.— 

Wanted,  by  the  Co-operative  Society,  Biggin- 
stroet,  Dover,  for  business  shortly  opening  in  main 
street,  a fully-qualified  MANAGERESS;  must  be  coni- 
potent  to  superintend  kitchen  as  well  ns  shop  and 
restaur. vnt. — Applications,  stating  previous  experience 
and  wages  required,  to  ho  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary qs  atiove. 


DERBY  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY.— Wanted, 

DRAPERY  WINDOW  DRESSER;  thoroughly  ex- 
perienced.—Apply  by  lHtor,  not  later  than  July' 14th, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  required,  to  Sccre- 
tary,  Aibert-strcct,  Derby. 


DRAPERY.— Wanted,  an  experienced  YOUNG 

LADY  for  LiUleport  Branch. — Applications,  stat- 
ing previous  experience,  age,  and  wages  required. 
Committee,.  Co-operative  Society,  BroarL-strect.  Ely. 


CN  ROCKRY  AND  PROVISIONS.— Smart  JUNIOR, 
Jf  aged  18  to  20;  must  be  a real  live  wire.— Apply, 
stating  age,  wage,  and  reference,  to  Cooperative  So- 
ciety, IlomeJ  Hempstead,  not  later  than  the  18th 
intd.,  endorse!  ••  Assistant." 


('I  KEEN  FRUIT  AND  FISH  DEPARTMENT.— MAN- 
JT  AGER  and  MANAGERESS  Wanted;  central  and 
three  branch  .shops;  must  liavo  Imd  buying  experi- 
ence and  be  able  to  control.— Written  applications, 
stating  age,  wages  required,  and  giving  full  details 
of  experience  and  copies  of  iestimoiuuJs,  to  Co-opcja- 
tivc  Society,  Catherinc-strect,  Btrk enh cad . 


IEHK  AND  MOORLANDS  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
J LIMITED.— Wanted,  BAKERY  MANAGER,  under 
supdVvision  of  general  m.wiger;  thoroughly  experi- 
enced 5n  luVud-buking  tend  cor.itectionury : (weekly 
output,  90  sacks  and  £100  value  in  confcctioiun-y.— 
Applications,  stating  ngo,  wog©,  .and  expcric-r.cc,'  to 
b"  forwarded  to  the  Olllce.s,  High-sl  i.-ot,  I,a.|:. 

OLDHAM  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED  — Wanted,  HEAD  MILLINER  for  good 
clans  trade;  must  t>e  fully  experienced  and  oooub- 
t<unod  to  buying.— Applications,  Mating  age,  wages, 
nnd  experience,  necompaShied  with  not  more  than 
two  references,  to  he  delivered  at  the  Office,  King- 
street,  Oldham,  on  or  before  Wednesday,  July  19th. 


SMART  MAN  to  manage  Drapery  and  Outfitting 
Doper  timucta;  must  be  keen  and  competent 
buyer,  ami  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  branches 
ol  tho  trade;  trade  rather  small  at  present,  but  new 
premises  are  being  opened  shortly,  and  with  a mem- 
bership ol  3,500  great  developments  can  be  confidently 
expected.— State  salary,  experience,  and  ‘enclose  all 
IKiTtHnlars  to  C.'o-operatjyc  Society  Lt<l.,  Yeovil. 


SHORTHAND-TYPIST;  female;  experienced ; not 
under  20  yean;  of  age,  Required  for  Sex-rotary V 
Office.— Apply  by  letter,  slating  experience  and  quali- 
fications, before  18th  inet.,  to  Secretary,  CcMiperutive 
Society.  Mansfield. 


SECTIONAL  SECRETARY  Wanted  for  the  North- 
Western  Section  of  the  Co-operative  Union  Ltd.; 
salary  to  commence  £350  per  annum.— Apjvlicatjons, 
stating  age  and  qualifications,  along  with  three  testi- 
monials (copies),  to  be  sent  to  the  General  Seoreturv, 
Co-operative  Union  Ltd.,  Holyoake  House,  Hanover  - 
street,  Manchester,  not  later  tlaui  Wednesday,  July 
26th.  ' J 


T 


I HE  Cnstlcford  Society  wish  to  thank  the  64  appli- 
cants for  the  position  of  TAILORING  and  OUT- 
Uiat  Mr.  Maxfield 


THE  Peterborough  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  Re- 
quire tho  services  ol  some  smart,  efficient 
GROCERY  ASSISTANTS;  age  20-21;  wages  47*.  59s. 
6d. — Applications,  giving  lull  particulars  of  experience, 
to  ( VuimiiU.v,  Park-road , 


THE  Colne  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

desire  to  thank  applicants  for  tho  petition  of 
BAKERY  MANAGER,  recently  advertisrd,  nnd  to 
btate  that  the  vacancy  has  now  boon  filled. 


THE  Committee  of  the  Great  Grimsby  Oo-opomtive 
Society  beg  to  tluuik  the  71  npplionoto  for  tho 
position  of  DEPARTMENTAL  BUTCHERY  MANAGER, 
and  to  inform  them  tiiat  Mr.  C.  II.  Carter  (Middlas- 
hrough)  lias  been  oppointed  to  the  position. 


WANTED,  competent  MANAGER  and  BUYER  for 
Drapery  ■ and  Furnishing  Departments. — Apply 
by  letter  to  Imtustriul  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 


uy  icnor  xo  iuuusx.riui  co-ojierax-ive  oociexy  uumicu, 

Siarliet-strect,  Droylsden,  stating  age,  wage,  experi- 
ence, and  references,  endorsed  “ Drapery.”  Mem- 
bership, 8,000.  


WANTED,  MALE  DRAPERY  ASSISTANT;  tempo- 
rary, with  a view  to  permanency ; N.U.D.A.W. 
scale  ot  wages. — Applications  in  writing,  stating  age, 
particulars’,  &c.,  enclosing  copies  of  two  recent  testi- 
mondals,  rmt  later  than  Thursday,  July  20tb,  to  tho 
Sccretury,  Tweed  side  Industrial  Cooperative  Society 
Limited,  Main-street,  T-weedmouth. 


WANTED,  first-class  MAN  to  take  diargo  of 
Drapery  and  Furnishing  Deportments,  under 
general  manager,  and  capable  of  opening  a gents’ 
outfitting  department.— Apply,  stating  age,  experience, 
wages  and  references,  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
21,  Widemarsh-street,  Hereford. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen, CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Sucictiea  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Tchner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilko  House,  Mnlet-street,  London,  W.C.l, 


BAKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
ore  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banpibld,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67.  Sydncy-streot.  London,  S.W. 


BAKER  and  CONFECTIONER,  well  up  in  oil 
branches,  single,  aged  38,  seeks  SITUATION.- 
Box  14,  “ Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


CORPORATION  PROFITS  TAX. — Advertiser,  having 
had  considerable  experience,  is  open  to  pre- 
pnro  computations,  reply  to  Surveyors’  questions, 
{sc.,  for  moderate  fee.— Write  " Taxman,"  ■*  Co-opma- 
tive'  News,"  Manchester. 


ENERGETIC,  tall  YOUNG  MAN,  keen  salesman  and 
attractive  shop  and  window  dresser,  Desires 
Position  as  FIRST  or  BRANCH  MANAGER  in  Grocery 
nnd  Provision  or  General  Store; ; 9 years'  all-round 
experience;  responsibility  welcomed  with  society  in  any 
district;  highest  relerences.— Box  10,  “ Co- aperativo 
News."  Manchester. 


RE-ENGAGEMENT  Desired  as  MANAGER,  Grocery 
■ or  General;  38  years’  co-operative  experience, 
30  years  os  manager  in  southern  district;  conscien- 
tious worker;  1 if ^ abstainer. — Box  15,  " Co-operativo 
News,”  Manchester. 


APARTMENTS. 


BARMOUTH. — Co-operative  visitors  ore  Invited  to 
trade  ot  the  STORES,  HICH-ST.,  where  they  will 
get  their  favourite  brands  in  Grooeries  and  Provisions. 


DOUGLAS. — '•  Claremont,"  Loch  Promenade;  Pri. 

Hotel  .end  Boarding  Eshib. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  Claremont,"  Douglas. — Tariff  from 
C.  N.  Chadwick.  Proprietor. 


MORECAMBE,  0.— Mrs.  Barnes,  Aster  House,  34, 
Euston-grove ; Apartments;  bath;  near  Prom, 
and  amusements;  piano. 


RHYL.— Comfortabio  APARTMENTS;  piano,  bath; 

1 terms  mod.— Mrs.  W.  HOUGH,  " Ashlyn,”  45, 
Warren-road,  Rhyl. 


S' 


CARBOROUGH-NORTH  CLIFF.— TTndall's  Board- 
ing House,  3,  Blenheim- terrace.  Uninterrupted 
iew.  Liberal  cuisine. 


— _ —Open  May  to  September; 

minimum  terms,  35s.  weekly. — Apply,  Camp,  United 
Co-operativo  Baking  Society  Ltd.,  12,  M'Neil-strcet, 

Glasgow. ..." 


WANTED.— All  Co-operative  Visitors  to  the  popu- 
lar Seaside  Resort  of  CLEETHORPES  ore  in- 
vited  to  dine  at  the  Grimsby  Society's  Co-operative 
Cafe,  14,  High-street,  Cltethorpes.  Quality;  Service; 
and  Prices  to  6uit  all.  large  or  small  parties  catered 
for.  Close  to  station,  pier,  sands,  and  amusements. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


MARGARET  MURCH, 

IN  WHOLE-EVENING  HIGH-CLASS  COMEDY  and 
DRAMATIC  RECITALS.  PiaDO  and  Singing  Inter- 
ludes by  MARIAN  MURCH.  " Mrs.  Murch  is  a 
ol ki ruling  elocutionist,  and  keeps  th©  attention  of 
the  audience  from  begin  rung  to  end,  and  is  equally 
good  in  pieces  both:  gravo  and  gay.”— York  Educa- 
tion Committee.  " Margaret  Murch  is  an  artist©  who 
can  make  other  artistes  laugh  or  weep."— Walter 
Hwripson  ("  Casey  ”).  " Sire.  Mureh  possesses  rare 

ability  and  charm."—"  The  Stage.”  Now  booking 
engagements  for  autumn  and  winter. — Address, 
Higher  Brooks- kuie.  Street,  Somerset. 


EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES— NOTE. 

BARITZ  OPERATIC  and  MUSICAL  GRAMO- 
lYJL.  PHONE  LECTURES;  no  speaker  or  con- 
cert party  needed;  the  success  ol  last  season;  oil 
Records  in  English.— Terms  to  C.W.S.  Concert  Agency, 
Manet  lexier. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
3 AGENCY  (Lii»nsed  by  L.C.C.). — Write  lor  artisUa 
i It.  Hibbkrd,  66,  Great  Presoott-street,  London,  E.I. 


A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER'S  •'  MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 
a success.  Repertoire,  &o.  Galas,  Fetes,  Garden 
Parties  fully  supplied;  terms  mod.— 15,  Warwick-streot 
Hulme,  Manchester. — Tel.  1163  Central. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


i SSISTANTS.— PAPER  LETTER  and  FIGURE  CUT- 
L TING  SYSTEM,  2s.  compHf;  success  assured. — 
imo  Co.,  27,  Clarendon- road,  Blackpool. 


B 


FIIF.D  DUXBOKT,  24,  Stockbridge- 


DEVONSHTRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thing, 
famous  tho  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 


FOR  SALE.  30-Cwt.  VULCAN  VAN;  new  October, 
1920;  equal  to  new;  any  trial  or  inspection; 
cost  £950;  will  accept  £500  for  quick  sole. — Apply, 
Managing  Secretary,  CcHopcrative  Society,  Sliepton 
Mallet. 


171REE. — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
' address;  also  particulars  of  money-making  spore 
time  agency.— E.  Richvobd,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 

MAGNETOS.— All  types  promptly  repaired  in  twenty- 
four  hours;  we  hold  a large  stock  of  Bosch  and 
other  makes,  nnd  the  most  varied  stock  of  spare  parts 
in  London;  special  terms  to  societies  and  co-opera- 
tors.— J.  W.  Cook  and  Co.,  101,  Uampstead-rmd,  Elus- 
ion, N.W.l.  Telephone : Museum  3940.  Telegrams : 
" Insumugto  Eusroad,  London. 


TV  lor  approx.  60  2-lb.  loaves;  size 
9in.  tali;  fuel  fed  Also  DOUGH-MIXER  i ' 't 
sack  size. — Co-operative  Stores,  Benthani.  ' 1 

WORKING  A 44-IIOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKKBj 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  CondiUona  - ■ 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONCE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pcndls)^ 


W 


ANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  u 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-oporaliva  - 


Restaurai.l 

Quality  is  Right. 


Prices  ore  Right. 

: ALBION  STREET. 


a loaf 
is  better 
than  no  bread 

But  half  a loaf  of  Turog  ij 
better  than  a whole  loaf  of 
ordinary  bread.  Contains  mor* 
nourishment — cuts  better— keeps 
better — tastes  better. 

TUROG  FLOUR 

Turog  Flour  is  just  as  simple  to  ttseascrdii, 
ary  white  flour.  There  are  a dozen  Jelicw 
things  you  can  easily  make  at  home,  suck  q ] 
scones,  buns,  ginger  bread,  etc— your  dtshr 
will  supply  you  with  Turog  Flour  in  JJ./J 
& 7-lb.  white  cotton  bags.  Buy  a b.i/;  * 


THE  TUROG  BROWN  FLOUR  CO.,  LTD, 
CARDIFF. 

No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  Eat 


M 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well -knows 
CO-OPKRA.TIYE 
BRAND  - 


MEN'S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUARln 
and— 


RIGHT  LiVBOIU 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOI 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


“ I & TJ  ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETJD1 

10,  ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


CHESTER.  £2 YSifiSrf 

Parlies  nst  exceeding  90  catered  (orLun^^ 

• and  Teas  at  the  - 

CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  84,  F0REGAT2J^ 

Terms  on  application- 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


15 


July  15,  u'22- 


FULL  Of 
ENERGY ! 


H 6V I S 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary- 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
> HOES  FOR 

Sunshine  or 

* TORM 


SPEHOPE 


iets:  SPEBOPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


GETTING  the 


BEST 


& CLEANING 


Unless  the  L.D.W.  are  doing  your  work. 

tS  co-operative  service. 

(Best  in  the  Country) 


LEICESTER  DYE  WORKS; 

Tel.  1968.  Cardigan  St.,  LEICESTER. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 

aro  divine  every  satisfaction.  This  Is  proved 
by  tbo  Increase  I Repeat  Orders  that  aro 
coming  in.  If  you  have  not  got  a Cata- 
logue, please  write  for  one. 
Manufacturers  and  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances for  "Excelda"  Check  System, 
that  has  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 


Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


ILL,"  “ Ecelos,"  " Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bauk  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System ; No  Posting.  Bavos  time.  Groatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street.  Newcaatle-on-Tyne; 
Tudor  Street,  Loudon,  E.O. 


Joseph  Balter  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


D0U6H  DIVIDERS. 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH, 


Tclerrami  : 
PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


Telephone  : 

301  PETERBOROUGH. 


Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE.  KINCSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


— XU lje  SitUable  Jiome  2 )yei.  — 


DRUMMER 

ta.*  in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

£ J 1 bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  lor  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 

■ ■ Haliers  of  edges’  “SDofly  5BJue”  u3>otly  (Bream !' 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


*7  Os.  Ods 

T.H.TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

Established  1887. 


Is  tlicBOOS)  for 

'i  w hoys  u "T 
I SmArf : Reliable  I 
I y • J3«tV\lue  : t y 

I ^ l-aWw'-AWi  by  tlu 

Crompton  Boot  AWuftcns, 

I (Jill  Wfate , DtiRmwdjft 


Ladies'  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  find  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works  - WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialer  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  ef  Ox'ord  Shirtings,  Grandrelles,  Flannelette, 
Silesias,  Linenettes,  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Lining ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National.  Burnley,  13S.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9 Pillar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway;  25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowlinq.  Clock  Golf.  Cboqobt. 

Billiards.  Neat  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davtbb,  Manageress.  Culcheth  Hall. 

NewcUurch,  Noar  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Socioty,  Lbios,  Lancs. 
Telephone  323  Leigh. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  are  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

MANUFACTUR'D  By 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Beo  Hive  Works,  Droylsdon. 


W ANTFn  A"  Co- operator,  £? 
*▼  v 1 1— iL/j  Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD,  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Siciety  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closing 
Twist.  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  Ac.  Binding! 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 


Makers  of  the 


Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Sho?s 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-cate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trado  Union  Stamp, 


Braach  Warchouso  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  |np«S  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  M ils,  HUDDERSFIELD. 


Sole  Agents:  The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Rcgd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


C0-0PEBATIVE  MAKE 


Sold  by  all 
Co-operative 
Societies 


Don’t  Forget  to 
Ask  For 
This 
Brand, 


£ 

I 

W / HOSIERY 
AND 

^ / UNDERWEAR. 

Manufactured  by  tho 

WIGSTON  HOSIERS  Ltd., 


A Capital  Butter  Substitute  is 

Friapy  Lactic  Cheese 

From  tho 

C.W.S.  Butter  Establishment,  Eris!in?ton. 


mi 


£ Journal  of  Associated  Indui 


SIB  B 


THIS  WEEK. 


Ask  for 


Coso  Cocon 

and  keep  the  Coupon  until  you  have 
sufficient  to  claim  the 

GIFT  BOX  of  C.W.S. 
CHOCOLATE. 


Mill  Wheels 
Turning. 


Stated  Published  bj  the  Suiokil  Co-otuunvi  EuuiaHINQ  6oanx  Lcuibo,  «t  their  Offioe*.  Lon«  Millgate,  tfdncberter.— Saturday,  July  15tb,  1522. 


— TJY-Tf, 

CO-opE-nATTVE  News,  akd  Jounsu,  of  Associated  Industry,  July  22nd,  1922. 

MONDAY'S  EMBARGO  DEBATE. — See  Page  8 


c.w.s. 

SOAP 

IS  THE  ONLY 
: SOAP  FOR  : 


No.  2,669.  No.  169.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  July  22,  1922. 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  os  a Newspaper. 


m 

pTHE  BEST 

[" FOR  BOOTS  j 

PKP1IIM  FOR  XMAS. 


- [By  Opr  Own  Correspondent.] 

Luton. 

1 Considerable  -Satisfaction  is  being  felt  in  - 
; the  town  sit  the  increased  number  of  girls 
now  finding  employment  in  the  local  cocoa 
and  chocolate  trade. 

Owing  to  the  fluctuations  of  the  straw 
plait  industry,  there  has  been  a serious  posi- 
tion created  for  the  girl  labour  that  was 
previously  employed. 

Hence  the  delight  with  which  it  has  lieen 
rumoured — and  I am  able  to  confirm  the 
news— that  The  prospects  of  finding  regular 
work  at  the  Cocoa  Works  of  the  E.  and  S. 
C.W.S.  in  Dallow-road  are  much  brighter 
than  they  have  been  all  the  year. 

Already  preparations  are  well  in  hand  for 
a record  Christmas  trade,  and  if  the  dis- 
tributive societies  of  Hertfordshire.  Bed- 
fordshire, Berkshire,  and  the  Home 
Counties  will  see  that-  Luton  productions 
are  given  the,  show  and  encouraged  in  sale 
at  their  stores,  substantial  benefit  will 
accrue  to  the  industrial  population. 

Co-operative  employinent  is  dependent  on 
co-operative  trade,  and  the  success  of  the 
co-operative  enterprise  in  the  cocoa  and 
chocolate  business  is  dependent  on  the  way 
in  which  societies  support  their  own 
venture. 


A PRACTICAL  PAPER. 


[Our  Own  View.] 

Balloon-street. 

Journalists  and  co-operators  are  agreed 
that  the  “ Producer"  is  a practical  paper, 
and  in  its  July  issue  it  emphasises  the  point 
, of  the  message  from  Luton  (given  above)  in 
a way  that  should  be  studied  by  every 
branch  manager. 

Committees  are  advised  to  supply  every 
one  of  their  branch  managers  with  a copy 
of  this  and  the  following  issues.  Orders 
for  supplies  beyond  the  quantities  hitherto 
taken  should  be  sent  at  onoe  to  the  office, 
Balloon-street.  Manchester. 


RISKS  COVERED. 


[From  a Correspondent.] 

Keighley. 

Great  interest  is  being  taken  in  the  plan 
of  Collective  Life  Assurance  by  which  mem- 
bers of  co-operative  societies  are  assured 
through  their  purchases. 

Now  that  the  dividends  of  these  societies 
ore  less  than  formerly,  the  fact  that  the 
members  are  assured  without  charge  should 
bo  made  widely  known  as  a propaganda 
Point. 

1 Luring  the  last  quarter  more  than  sixty 
families  in  Keighley  received  benefits  under 
the  C.I.S.  Collective  Life  Assurance  scheme, 
the  individual  amounts  including  such  sums 
ns  £18,  £11,  £17,  £29,  ’£18,  and  several 
^mounts  ranging  from  £6  to  £10. 

Societies  are  advised  to  keep  closely  in 
ouch  with  Co-operative  Insurance — not 
onfv  for  members,  but  also  store  property, 
“Polity  policies,  Arc. 

Address  for  particulars — 

Manchester,  109,  Corporation-street. 
Glasgow,  59,  Morrison-street. 


CURBING  THE  UNIONS 

MINERS  AND  THE  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

DETERMINED  OPPOSITION 

CALLED  FOR. 

[By  Our  Special  Commissioner/] 


Some  weeks  ago  the  "News"  directed 
attention  to  the  mischievous  attempt  that 
was  being  made  in  Parliament,  by  means  of 
the  Trade  Unions  Amendment  Bill,  to  curb 
the  political  activities  of  the  trade  unions 
by  imposing  all  sorts  of  restrictions  upon 
the  use  of  union  funds  for  political  purposes; 

Every  trade  union  is  a democratic  body. 

Members  of  a union  may  decline  to  work 
with  anybody  who  is  not  a member  of  the 
union,  and  may  use  their  pressure  to 
persuade  the  workers  to  aoiu.  That  may 
he  wrong,  or  it  may  he  right ; hut  in  that 
respect  they  do  not  differ  from  their 
masters,  who  use  all  sorts  of  influence  to 
make  their  own  federations  " black-leg 
proof  " if  they  can  possibly  do  it.  But 
when  workers  join  the  unions  and  take 
part  in  the  business  of  the  unions,  they 
cannot  be  made  to  vote  in  a way  they  do 
not  want  to  vote.  If  they  do  not  want  any 
part  of  their  subscriptions  to  be  used  for 
electoral  organisation  they  can  vote  against 
it;  and  if  it  be  true  that  the  great  mass  of 
workers  are  against  the  union  funds,  being 
used  for  that  purpose — a contention  fre- 
quently put  forward  by  opponents  of  trade 
union  political  organisation — that  great 
mass  can  prevent  its  being  done.  The 
. lftember.,  of  the  union  can  establish  their 
own  rules  prescribing  the'  conditions  under 
which  money ' is-  to  he  voted  for  uny 
purpose. 

The  unions  are  entitled  to  resent  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  Parliament  to  inter- 
fere in  this  matter.  When  business  men 
finance  the  election  of  candidates  to  serve 
•their  ends,  or  the  ends  of  the  Ministry, 
^ which  will  give  big  business  exactly  what 
it  wants,  Parliament  does  not  interfere, 
and  the  Ministry  usually  rewards  such 
services  with  peerages  or  baronetcies.  Big 
business  does  not  contribute  to  its  eleotion 
funds  out  of  its  own  pocket.  It  contributes 
out  of  accumulated  profits,  and  the  profits 
are  made  out  of  other  people. 

The  Blackpool  Decision. 

The  Miners’  Federation  has  been  discuss- 
ing this  Trade  Unions  Amendment  Bill  this 
week  at  Blackpool.  The  proprietorial  in- 
terests in  mining  and  in  industries  related 
to  mining  are  heavily  represented  in  Par- 
liament. and  in  both  Houses.  The  miners 
know  how  the  power  of  these  representa- 
tives have  been  used  during  the  past  few 
years  to  lower  the  standard  of  living  not 
only  for  minefs,  but  for  all  engaged  in  work 
which  depends  upon  mining — and  that 
means  nearly  every  industry  in  the  country. 
The  miners  were  beaten  in  the  struggle  'for 
better  conditions  by  the  power  of  capitalism. 
When  they  resorted-  to  the  power  of  indus- 
trial organisation  they  were  beaten.  When 
they  wanted  to  mobilise  the  whole  power 
of  organised  trade-unionism  they  were  told 
that  would  be  " revolution,”  and  that  they 
must  depend  entirely  upon  political  action. 
Now  that  they  and  their  fellow-trade 
unionists  have  been  building  their  hopes 
upon  political  action,  along  comes  a Bill  to 
prevent,  if  possihle1  the  full  use  of  the 
political  weapon  which  the  present  customs 
andxrules  of  the  union  place  in  their  hands. 

Tlrat  Bill — a Private  Members’  Bill — has 
been  rushed  through  various  stages  in  the 
Hoiuse.  Diseussiou  was  closured  by  the  use 
of  the  “guillotine,”  the  Speaker  being  deaf 
to  protests;  its  discussion  in  Comnlittee 
was  closured  in  a scandalous  fashion,  and 
the  Government  has  allowed  this  to  go  on 
in  spite  of  the  complete  revolution  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  would  effect. 

, The  miners  have  decided  to  use  every 
effort  to  prevent  this  Bill  from  becoming 
law.  Other  unions  must  do  the  same.  The 
present  Parliament  Is  reactionary,  as  co- 
operators  have  long  ago  discovered;  hut  it 
should  pause  before  giviug  its  approval  to 
this  measure.  Mr.  Tom  Richards,  M.P., 
gave  one  / reason  for  that.  He  said  the 
miners  were  working  on  starvation  wages, 
see/tig  their  children  go  to  school  and  work 
ill-fed  and  ill-clad ; and  they  were  doing 
i his  because  they  had  hope.  ’ Their  hope 
is  that  the  ballot-hox  may  improve  things 
for  them,  hut  if  any  legislation  interferes 
with  their  power  of  selecting  their  own  men 
for  Parliament  there  will  be  trouble,  and 
the  worst  of  all  trouble  because  begotten 
of  despair. 


HELP  FOR  HOUSING. 

WHERE  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES 
STAND. 

MR.  WATERSON  RAISES'  AN 

IMPORTANT  POINT. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P.  for  Ketter- 
ing, put  a very  pertinent  question  to  the 
Government  on  Thursday  last  week  when 
the  Public  Works  Loan  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Under-Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment (Sir  John  Baird)  moved  a clause 
providing  that  any  company  established 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  or  im- 
proving or  encouraging  the  construction  or 
improvement  of  dwellings  for  the'  working- 
classes,  which  does  not  trade  for -'  profit, 
might  get  assistance  from  the  estate  to 
the  extent  of  75  per  cent,  of  the  approxi- 
mate value  of  the  houses  if  they  desired  to 
borrow. 

Mr.  Waterson  said  he  did  not  know 
exactly  how  far  the  clause  would  go.  There 
are  societies,  he  said,  which  do  not  trade 
for  profit,  which  liave  built  thousands  of 
houses  and  have  never  made  an  application 
"Tor  public  works  loans.  He  wanted  to  know 
whether  societies  of,this  kind  would  be  able 
to  participate  in  the  benefits  this  clause 
would  give.  Those  words,  “which,  does 
not  trade  for  profit,"  did  not  appear  in 
the  section  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act  of  1890,  and  probalbly  - in  the 
past  that  had  deterred  these  organisations 
from  appealing  ifor  public  works  loans.  He 
had  in  mind  one  or  those  organisations, 
which  had  built  at  least  200  houses,  and 
had  'built  a street  wliioh  was  one  cf  the 
riuest  in  the  town.  That  society  did  not 
trade  for  profit  *ind  it  -lind  never  appealed 
for  any  assistance.  He  wanted  to  know  if 
there  was  a possibility  of  those  co-operative 
societies,  which  - built  house's  lor  the 
working  classes,  coming  within  the  scope 
of  this  clause  and  being  able  to  get  assis- 
tance, if  they  desired  to  borrow,  to.  the 
extent  of  75  per  cent,  of  the  approximate 
value  of  tlie  houses'.  - If  that  could  be  done 
the  clause  would  he  a step  in  the ' right 
direction. 

The  JJnder-Secretary,  in  reply,  said : I 
cannot  give  the  hon.  Member  for  Kettering 
an  answer  about  the  particular  association 
or  company  which  lie  has  in  mind  without 
knowing  more  of  its  composition,  but  if  it 
comes  within  the  description  .which  is  very 
clearly  set  forth  in  considerable  detail  in 
the  new  clause,  obviously,  • their  proper 
course  will  be  to  apply  to.  the  Public  Works 
Loan  Commissioners,  who  will. have  power, 
if  this  clause  he  passed,  to  consider  every 
application  on  its  merits;  and  will.be  bound 
to  carry  out  the  proposals  contained  in  the 
clause.  Without . further,  information  with 
regard  to  these  matters  of  detail,  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  say  anything  further  in 
regard  to  any  hypothetical  case.  If  the  ease 
which  my  lion,  friend  lias  in  mind . Monies 
within  the  definition  contained  in  the  clause 
I suggest  that  his  friends  should  submit 
their  scheme  to  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commissioners. 


Preparing  for  the  General  Election. — 

Next  week’s  article,  III. — “ Stockport  and 
Mr.  S.  F.  Perry.” 


IRISH  GOVERNMENT 
AND  CO-OPERATION. 

GRANT  TO  THE.  I.A.O.S. 

MORE  SUPPORT  FOR  FARMERS 
WANTED. 

[From  Ouii  Irish  Correspondent.] 


The  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society  has  been  missing  through  a trying 
period,  and  special  efforts  have  been  made 
to  secure  financial  support  from  those  whom 
it  has  benefited.  The  Irish  Provisional 
Government  has  acceded  to  the.  request  of 
the  society  for  a grant  of  £5,000  for  pro- 
paganda and  research  purposes.  The 
British  Development  Commissioners,  of 
course,  made  a similar  grant  annually  to 
the  society  under  certain  conditions,  ft  is 
understood  that  the  same  conditions  have 
been  imposed  by  the  Irish  Government, 
with  the  additional  proviso  that  the 
moneys  so  granted  shall  not  he  applied  to 
any  part  of  the  six  county  area 
■ An  interesting  comment  is  made  by  the 
“ Irish  Independent  ’’  in  connection  with 
this  grant  to  the  I.A.O.S.  Since  its 
foundation,  says  that  journal,  the  society 
has  laboured  with  unceasing  effort  to  make 
the  farmers  of  Ireland,  through  the  method 
of  self-help,  equal  competitors  in  the 
world’s  markets  with  their  rivals,  such  as 
the  Danes  and  the  Dutch.  To-day,  the 
society  has  a network  of  affiliated  bodies 
throughout  the  country  with  a membership 
of  over  150,000  farmers,  whose  organisa- 
tions haye  a turnover  of  many  million 
pounds  per  annum.  With  the  cessation  of 
the  Brit’idi  'do-el  /.meut  grant,  and  iJie 
destruction  of  much  of  the  farmers’  pro- 
perty in  creamcnes  during  the  late  war  in 
Irejand,  the  paFent  society  found  itself 
faced  . with’  a c risis  which  almost  over- 
whelmed it:  Although  its  appeal  to  the 

farmers  at  the  last  'general  meeting  met 
with  a generous  response,  the  affiliated 
societies  were  not  in  a position  to  shoulder 
the  "whole  burden  'of  the  movelnent,  and 
the  Government  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
its  readiness  to  come  to  the  aid  of  a body 
which,  in  the  new  conditions,  is  needed  more 
than  ever  before.  But,  continues  the 
“ Independent,"  the  society  should  ulti- 
mately be  supported  by  the  farmers  and 
not.  by  the  taxpayers. 

This  is  co-operative  policy — an  1 ex- 
tremely sound  policy — which  should  ulti- 
mately he  adopted.  To  ask  the  co-opera- 
tive farmers  of  . Ireland  to  conduct  then- 
own  propaganda  at  present,  after  enjoying 
_State  subsidies  so  long,  would  he  the  best 
way  of  marring  the  good  work  which  has 
been  done,  but  nothing  should  be  allowed 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  creating  a self- 
supporting  body,  entirely  financed  and 
conducted  by  farmers  themselves  without 
.being  , trammelled  by  any  - conditions.  Co- 
operation claims  the  right  to  embark  on 
any  enterprise  whatever,  and  the  stern 
test  of  economics  will  prove  whether  it  is 
fitted  to  survive  or  not.  But  State  aid  in 
any  shape  or  form  is  alien  to  the  whole 
spirit  of  the  movement,  because  State  aid 
means  in  the  long  run  State  interference. 


CO-OPERATIVE 

STREET. 

Mr.Wateiison  made 
reference  to  a co- 
operative society  that 
had  built  one  of  the 
finest  streets  in  the 
town.  He  no  doubt 
referred  to  the  Ket- 
tering Industrial  So- 
ciety, which  ha  - cer- 
tainly beautified  the 
town.  The  -.om- 
panying  picture  ^ of 
William-street,  : a d 
the  society  has  ’ lilt 
another  street  w 1 ich 
beats  that. 
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DISTURBED  DUBLIN. 

REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  PAST  WEEKS. 
CO-OPERATIVE  PROPERTY  INTACT. 


The  Trade  Returns. 

Compared  with  a year  ago  the  returns  of 
thc'foreign  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  for 
June  show  a decline  of  nearly  £4,000,000  in 
imports,  and  an  increase  of  nearly  £15,000,000 
in  exports ; but  compared  with  the  month  of 
May,  the  imports  arc  down  by  £45,000,000, 
and  exports  by  nearly  £6,000,000.  For  the 
first  half  of  the  present  year  imports  show  a 
fall  of  £84,600,000,  while  exports  show  a 
decline  of  only  £17,000,000;  and  when  one 
bears  in  mind  the  fall  in  prices,  these  declines 
arc  less  than  they  look.  In  any  case,  it  looks 
as  though  the  balance  of  trade  had  moved  in 
our  favour  by  some  £73,000,000.  This  does 
not  necessarily  mean  gain,  for  we  may  have 
been  drawing  upon  existing  stocks,  and  it  is 
noteworthy  that  in  the  month  of  June  alone 
our  imports  of  foodstuffs  fell  by  nearly 
£12,000,000,  of  which  £6,500,000  was  in  grain 
and  flour.  So  far  as  they  go,  therefore,  these 
figures  axe  mildly  encouraging,  but  one  would 
like  to  see  them  accompanied  by-  a greater 
improvement  in  the  figures  for  unemployment, 
and  what  is  perhaps  even  more  important,  one 
would  like  to  see  fewer  people  working  short 
time,  with  regard  to-  which  we  have  no 
statistics. 

The  German  Position. 

People  with  some  knowledge  of  economic 
conditions  are  very  seriously  perturbed  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  Germany. 
The  phenomenal  fall  that  has  occurred  in  the 
value  of  the  mark  has  sent  up  the  cost  of  living 
enormously  in  Germany,  lias  rendered  existing 
wages  and  salaries  list  adequate  than  ever, 
and  in  many  cases  brings  the  cost  of  production 
up  to  the  war  lever  of  prices.  This  will  reduce 
German  competition  in  outside  markets,  and 
produce  unemployment,  and  with  practically 
no  reserves  on  which  to  keep  the  unemployed 
population,  mjmy  German  authorities  fear 
such  outbreaks  as  may  produce  a state  of  chaos 
in  that  country — or,  to  "use  the  jargon  of  the 
day,  “ Bolshevism.”  People  are  only  gradu- 
ally learning  that  the  world  of  to-day  is  one 
economic  unit,  and  that  chaos  and  poverty 
m any  one  part,  lessens  the  prosperity  of  the 
"whole".  Politically  and  financially  the  collapse 
of  Germany  would  react  upon  France  and  the 
neighbouring  countries,  and  we  could  not  hope 
to  remain  unaffected.  Even  in  her  present 
impoverished  state,  Germany  is  of  importance 
to  our  industries,  much  of  the  improvement 
in  our  export  of  coal,  cotton,  and  woollen 
manufactures  being  due  to  German  purchases. 
One  reads  also  in  Scottish  trade  reports  that 
an  improvement  in  the  herring  industry  was 
largely  due  to  German  buying  which  has  now 
had  to  cease,  as  indeed  it  will  in  practically 
every  branch,  if  the  mark  itself  ceases  to  have 
any  practical  purchasing  power.  What  a 
topsy  turvey  world  it  is  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  printing  of  paper  money  by  the 
million  of  itself  causes  a shortage  of  money, 
for  with  the  enormous  rise  in  prices,  everybody 
requires  more  money  to  effect  purchases. 
An  official  of  a big  German  works  whom  I 
met  last  week  in  I-ondon,  told  me  that  a few 
days  ago  he  and  the  cashier  had  to  travel 
from  town  to  town  in  a car  in  the  endeavour 
to  obtain  sufficient  notes  from  the  banks  to 
enable  them  to  pay  the  week’s  wages,  and  that 
when  they  did  ultimately  succeed,  with  the 
greatest  difficulty,  there  was  not  room  for 
them  all  in  the  car,  so  bulky  were  the  notes. 


Java  Teas. 

At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders in  the  Anglo -Dutch  Plantations  of 
Java  Limited,  held  a few  days  ago,  the  chair- 
man, (the  Hon.  C.  H.  Strutt)  dealt  with,  the 
subject  of  Java  teas,  which,  he  mentioned, 
during  the  first  quarter  of  1921  fetched  only 
an  average  price  of  4Jd.  per  lb.,  against  11  Id. 
for  Indian  tea,  and  Is.  2$d.  for  Ceylon  ; during 
the  year  the  price  improved,  and  in  the  lats 
quarter  of  the  year  the  average  quotations 
were : — Java,  9£d. ; India,  Is.  3d.  ; and 
Ceylon,  Is.  4$d.  Part  of  the  explanation  of 
the  difference  Ues  in  the  preferential  rebate  in 
duty  of  2d.  per  lb.  on  British  grown  tea.  On 
a rising  market,  when  tea  is  in  demand,  this 
2d.  is  not  felt  so  much,  but  on  a falling  market 
it  does  make  an  appreciable  difference.  One 
might  be  inclined  to  ask  if  the  lower  price  for 
Java  tea  is  the  result  of  inferior  quality.  On 
this  point,  Mr.  Strutt  has  the  following  in- 
teresting remarks  to  mkfcg 

,1  do  not-  think  . foil  *omr  moment  that 
’-  a ‘-i  tfye  .last  year 

itrrer*  value  of 


the  prices  realised  il'urii 
* M • any  way  - rt-cord*  Ififc' 


FROM  A SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT. 


Java  tea  compared  with  Indian  and 
Ceylon,  independent  of  the  2d.  per  lb. 
duty.  The  drinkers  of  tea  who  prefer 
China  tea  always  refer  to  the  astringent 
flavours  of  Ceylon  and  India ; but  they 
will  find  that  Java  teas  are  much  better 
in  this  respect,  nor  have  they  the 
scented  flavour  of  China  tea  which  some 
peonle  do  not  appreciate.  I have  little 
doubt  that  in  time  these  teams  will  rise 
in_fnvour  with  the  consumers,  especially 
if  the  managers  of  estates  in  Java  are 
careful  not  to  spoil  tile  market  by  send- 
ing their  inferior  stuff  to  England.  Our 
tea  this  year  is-  fetching  a higher  price, 
and  the  production  is  increasing;  our  six 
months’  yield  this  year  (1922)  is  1,171,096 
lbs.,  against  802,264  lbs.  last  year. 

A Big  Plantation  Company. 

The  company  referred  to  in  the  previous 
paragraph,  which  is  generally  known  as  the 
1 Anglo-Dutch,”  is  an  interesting  undertaking 
awning  vast  estates  in  Java  and  Sumatra. 
It  prodqces  tea,  coffee,  rubber,  teak,  cinchona 
(quinine),  and  is  now  carrying  out  in  co- 
operation with  the  Nctherlands-Indies  Govern- 
ment, a big  irrigation  scheme  with  a view  to 
cultivating  the  cane  sugar  industry  for  which 
Java  is  famous.  The  company  also  operates 
rice  mills ; in  this  connection  the  chairman 
mentioned  that,  although  he  could  not  fathom 
the  reason  for  it,  sugar  in  Java  grows  be3t  on 
rice  lands,  where  it  has  been  grown  on  other 
land,  the  proportion  of  sugar  to  the  cane  is 
disappointing. 


Mr.  E.  O.  Greening’s  deductions  from 
the  Nottingham  election  demonstrate  his 
unshakeable  loyalty  to  an  idea  to  which  he 
sought  to  pin  the  movement  for  the  twenty 
years  that  elapsed  between  Perth  and 
Swansea  Congresses.  Few  men  can  resort 
to  the  enthusiastic  consistency  he  displays 
in  his  “ no-politics  ” propaganda. 

Are  his  loyalty  and  consistency  in  this 
matter  to  be  praised  or  ridiculed? 

He  attributed  our  entry  into  politics  to 
panic.  Can  it  be  truly  said  that  a decision 
arrived  at  after  twenty  years’  discussion  is 
a panic  decision?  For  twenty  years  after 
the  movement  got  down  to  a concrete  pro- 
posal for  direct  representation  in  Parlia- 
ment, Mr.  Greening  and  a great  many 
others  strained  every  nerve  to  prevent  poli- 
tical action.  The  case  against  them  grew 
stronger  every  time  it  was  presented  to 
Congress,  until  finally  the  last  vestige  of 
opposition  to  direct  co-operative  represen- 
tation was  swept  away,  and  Mr.  Greening, 
when  he  opposed  the  resolution  at  Swansea, 
would  have  been  left  without  a seconder 
had  he  not  personally  appealed  from  the 
platform  to  Mr.  Fred  Maddison  to  secoud 
the  amendment. 

In  liis  article  in  last  week’s  “ News  ” Mr. 
Greening  declared  that  “ zealous  partisans 
of  the  Labour  Party”  took  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  which  presented  itself  when 
co-operation'  was  attacked  by  “ misguided 
traders  and  some  misinformed  politicians.” 
The  misinformed  politicians  to  whom  he  re- 
fers were  the  Government  of  the  country — 
for  a part  of  the  war  period  Mr.  Asquith's 
purely  Liberal  Cabinet,  and  for  the  remain- 
ing part  of  the  war'  period  either  an 
Asquithian  or  a Georgian  Coalition,  in  both 
of  which  the  majority  consisted  of  Liberals. 

At  Swansea,  and  at  the  London  Emer- 
gency Congress,  men  who  took  a leading 
part  in  pushing  forward  proposals  for  direct 
representation  included  Sir  Thomas  Allen, 
Sir  William  Maxwell,  Mr.  W.  Charter, 
Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  and  Mr.  James  Deans. 
Nobody  can,  with  any  shred  of  justification, 
describe  these  men  as  “ zealous  partisans 
o£  the  Labour  Party.” 

Those  who  share  Mr.  Greening’s  objec- 
tion to  a Co-operative  Party  have  done 
nothing  towards  the  success  of  the  policy 
accepted  by  the  majority,  and  when  a re- 
sult like  that  from  Nottingham  comes 
along,  they  denounce  the  movement,  of 
which  they  are  part,  for  not  having  suc- 
ceeded in  an  effort  in  which  they  do  not 
help. 

After  the  General  Election  was  fought — 
a year  after  the  representation  committee 
was  constituted — Mr.  Greening  at  once  de- 
clared in  a 11  Co-operative  News”  article 
that  because  the  Co-operative  Party  had 
won  only  one  seat,  the  time  had  come  to 
reconsider  the  whole  decision  of  Swansea. 

Be  Logical  I 

At  Nottingham,  a Liberal  candidate,  with 
all  the  prestige  of  Liberalism  shining  upon 
him,  went  forward  to  t-lle  election.  He 
polled  even  worse  than  the  Co-operative 


Once  again  Dublin  has  been  the  scone  of 
strife.  Once  again  she  has  heard  the  crack 
of  rifle  and  the  boom  of  gun.  witnessed  her 
noblest  buildings  demolished,  seen  her  citizens’ 
lives  lost  in  her  bullet-swept  streets. 

It  may  be  thought  that  Dublin  likes  these 
performances  ; that  they  are  staged  especially 
for  the  recreation  of  tho  population.  Allay 
any  such  thought ! Dublin  has  had  no  fun — 
Dublin  has  had  only  terror  and  sorrow  from 
the  events  of  the  past  few  weeks. 

It  is  true  that  the  city  is  now  well  accus- 
tomed to  thp  sound  of  riflo  and  machine-gun, 
and  is,  consequently,  not  easily  startled.  No 
city  could  have  gone  through  what  Dublin 
has  gone  through  during  the  past  nine  years 
without  becoming  somewhat  indifferent  to 
such  sounds.  Since  1913,  Dublin  has  not  yet 
had  a year  of  peace.  When  the  truce  was 
signed  on  July  4th;  1921,  it  was- vaguely 
dreamed  that  at  last  a year  of  peace  might 
be  had,  and  when  the  .treaty  was  signed  on 
December  6th,  1921,  the  vagueness  dissolved 
and  there  omerged  a solid  basis  for  hope. 

War  Instead  of  Peace. 

The  peace  lasted  only  eleven-aud-a-half 
months,  and  those  mouths  were- more  uncertain 
than  any  during  recent  years.  They  were 


Party  candidate.  If  in  viejp  of  that,  and 
in  view  of  the  wash-out  of  the  Liberals,  at 
the  General  Election,  one  were  to  suggest 
that  the  Liberal  Party  ought  to  recognise 
that  the  country  was  ‘‘fed  up”  with  them,. 
Mr.  Greening  would  think  the  suggestion 
absurd.  He  would  be  right,  for  the  sug- 
gestion would  be  as  ill-founded  as  his  sug- 
gestion that  because  in  a period  of  fiv<3  years 
of  political  unreason  the  Co-operative  Party 
has  only  secured  one  success,  co-operators 
should  retire  from  the  field,  beaten,  disillu- 
sioned, and  penitent. 

I venture  to  differ  entirely  with  Mr. 
Greening’s  reading  of  the  Government's 
defeat  oh  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax  divi- 
sion last  year.  He  says  that  the  victory 
was  not  won  by  the  Co-operative  Party,  or 
even  by  the  Labour  Party,  -because  the 
resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  Kidd,  a Scot- 
tish Conservative,  whole-heartedly  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Asquith,  endorsed  by  Labour 
members  and  Independents.  If  their  votes 
were  due  to  a recognition  of  justice  to  the 
co-operative  movement,  why  were  these 
people  blind  to  what  justice  demanded  when 
the  Corporation  Profits  Tax  was  first  im- 
posed upon  the  movement,  when  Excess 
Profits  Duty  was  wrongly  imposed  on  the 
movement,  when  privileges  were  accorded 
to  traders  and  profiteering  contractors,  and 
common  justice  was  denied  to  tho  co-opera- 
tive movement  in  the  matter  of  supplies 
of  commodities-  during  the  whole  rationing 
period  ? 

Let  me  put  another  interpretation  on  the 
situation.  Mr.  Kidd  is  faced  with  a con- 
test at  the  next  election  in  a constituency 
where  there  is  a substantial  co-operative 
vote.  Since  Mr.  Asquith  imposed  the  Ex- 
cess Profits  Duty  upon  co-operative  societies 
lie  has  had  to  fight  his  way  back  into  Par- 
liament in  Paisley,  where  the  only  barrier 
to  his  unopposed  return  was  a Co-operative 
candidate,  at  whose  hands  many  of  Mr. 
Asquith's  friends  dreaded  a defeat,  and 
whose  activities  in  Paisley — coupled  with 
Mr.  Asquith’s  own  failure  sine©  his  return 
to  Parliament — make  Asquith’s  seat  very 
uncertain.  Others  who  took  a leading  part 
in  supporting  Mr.  Kidd’s  amendment  repre- 
sent divisions  in  which  there  is -now  a fairly 
well  organised-  co-operative  vote.  Those 
who  support  the  principle  of  co-operative 
politics  are  entitled  to  claim  that  if  so  many 
representatives  of  various  parties  displayed 
a virtue  in  voting  for  Mr.  Kidd,  that  virtue 
was,  to  a very  large  extent,  inculcated  by 
the  electoral  organisation  set  up  by  the  Co- 
operative Party,  which  mad©  these  gentle- 
men at  last  sit  up  and  listen  to  the  claims 
of  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  advocates  of  the  Co-operative  Party 
are  no  doubt  rash  at  times;  but  Mr.  Green- 
ing's eagerness  to  scrap  the  whole  of  our 
machinery  at  this  stage  is  indicative  of 
neither  co-operative  zeal  nor  political  dis- 
interestedness. Mr.  Greening  and  liig 
friends  should  show  the  same  toleration  and 
give  the  same  help  to  the  majority  as  they 
expected  minorities  to  show  and  give  to  chcin 
m the  pre-Swansea  days. 


months  of  mingled  hopes  and  fears — months 
of  tension,  in  which  nothing  constructive  could 
be  either  thought  or  done.  At  times  the  strain 
was  almost  unbearable,  but  it  was  borne 
because  Dublin  needs  peace,  and  Dublin  most 
certainly  wants  peace.  However,  just  as 
Dublin  had  declared  emphatically  at  the  polls 
for  .peace  she  got  war. 

Actual  hostilities,  though  expected,  never- 
theless took  the  citizens  by  surprise.  It  was 
known  that  buildings  were  occupied  by  forces 
hostile  to  tho  Government,  and  it  was  a 
common  sight  in  the  streets  to  witness  largo 
lorries  and  even  armoured  cars  bearing  the 
inscription  “ Up  the  -Mutineers.”  Every 
citizen  knew  of  these  things,  yet  few,  if  any, 
expected  actual  fighting  in  the  streets.  It 
was  fervently  hoped  that  some  arrangement 
which  would  avoid  conflict  might  be  arrived 
at.  It  was  generally  known  that  negotiations 
to  sudh  an  end  were  in  process,  and  until  the 
lighting  began  it  was  not  generally  known  that 
the  negotiations  had  broken  down.  Hopes  of 
peace  were  shattered  by  the  guns.  It  was  a 
rude  shock,  but  it  ended  the  period  of  tension, 
and  was  welcomed  in  consequence.  It  was 
as  if  a gangrene  had  been  removed.  All  knew 
it  was  there  ; all  felt  its  ill-effects  ; all  feared 
the  operation  of  removal ; and  all  will  be  glad 
when  it  has  been  removed. 

11  The  Mutineers.” 

That  is  not  to  say  that  there  is  not  somo 
understanding  of,  and  a sympathy  with,  the 
point  of  view  of  “ the  mutineers  ” in  Dublin. 
The  men  who  commandeered  the  Four  Courts, 
nearly  four  months  ago,  were  men  who  had 
taken  their  part  in  the  fight  for  national  free- 
dom. They  fought  for  a republic  absolutely 
outside  the  British  Empire,  and  they  were  not 
prepared  to  accept  anything  less.  They  were, 
and  are,  men  wedded  to  an  idea  and  a form. 
Their  idea  is  to  thorn  an  ideal,  and  they  are 
prepared  to  sacrifice  all  for  their  ideal.  For 
them  it  is  unfortunate  that  this  is  a realist 
age  and  that  Ireland  desires  most  ardently  to 
heal  the  wounds  of  the  recent  past  rather  thkn 
continue  to  struggle  for  “ a quibble  of  words.” 
When  Arthur  Griffith  stated  that  any  further 
bloodshed  would  be  for'  “ a quibble  of  words," 
he  said  what  the  bulk  of  the  population  felt,  uni 
even  in  Ireland  democracy  means  the  rule  oj 
the  bulk. 

J}no_  of  the  great  difficulties  in  Ireland  is 
that  people  arc  prepared  to  die  for  an  idea 
rather  than  compromise.  Not  in  politics  only 
is  this  so,  the  tendency  may  be  found  in  every 
aspect  of  Irish  life.  But  where  life  fails  to 
effect  compromise  the  power  of  property  may 
be  effective. 

Irish  idealists  laugh  cynically  at  those  who 
hold  such  a view.  “ Gross  materialists  ” and 
“followers  of  flesh  pots”  are  good  enough 
titles  for  those  whose  desire  is  a prosperous 
country  and  a happy,  contented  people. 

. Meanwhile  that  part  of  O’Connell-street  that 
escaped  destruction  in  1916  has  now  been 
destroyed. 

Destroyed  Property. 

The  destruction  of  property  in  Dublin  alone 
will  probably  amount  in  value  to  about 
£7,000,000.  When  tho  Four  Courts  were 
destroyed  the  third  of  the  four  famous  buildings 
that  were  tho  legacy  of  Grattan's  Parliament 
had  gone  before  the  conquering,  gun.  In 
1916,  tho  Post  Office  was  burned  ; in  1921» 
the  Custom  House  shared  the  same  fate,  so 
that  there  remains  now  only  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  (the  old  Parliament  House)  of  the  four 
buildings  that  were  once  Dublin’s  pride. 
They  will  probably  bo  rebuilt,  but  the  cost, 
and  the  waste,  will  be  enormous  ; probably 
about  £10,000,000  for  the  three.  Because  of 
this  idea  of  sacrifice  rather  than  compromise 
Ireland  will  be  encumbered  by  a tremendous 
national  debt  which  may'  well  defeat  all  efforts 
at  social  reform  in  this  generation. 

Co-operative  institutions  in  Dublin  suffered 
little  damage.  Small  quantities  of  goods 
were  commandeered  from  the  Dublin  and 
District  Society,  but  the  I.A.W.S.,  and  the 
Clothing  Manufacturing  Society  were  not 
affected  in  any  way  except  that  business  was 
impossible  for  over  a week.  We  can  only 
hope  that  the  evil  effects  of  the  stoppage 
bo  madp  up  during  the  years  of  peace  that 
Dublin  confidently  expects  it  may  now'  bo 
permitted  to  have  if  not  to  enjoy. 


CO-OPERATORS  AND  POLITICS. 


MR.  GREENING'S  FALSE  DEDUCTIONS  FROM  EAST  NOTTS. 


A FRIENDLY  WRINKLE  TO  THE  “ NO  POLITICS 
BRIGADE. 


By  “THE  MAN-IN-TH E-STREET.” 


Jui.v 
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preparing  for  the  general 

ELECTION. 


IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 


II —PAISLEY  : WILL  THE  THIRD  TIME  BE  LUCKY  ? 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT. 


From  a co-operative  point  of  view  it  will 
Fe  generally  admitted  that  Paisley  is,  after 
Kettering,  the  most  interesting  Parliamen- 
tary division  in  the  country.  Paisley  is  one 
pf  the  most  compact  and  most  sell -contained 
constituencies  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  a 
single  community  held  together  By  common 
interests  and  common  ideas.  It  is  large 
enougli  to  have  its  own  representative  in 
Parliament,  and  yet  small  enough  for  every 
Paisley  “ buddie  " to  have  a very  definite 
personal  interest  in  every  other  member  of 
the  community.  The  town  is  essentially  in- 
dustrial, but  owing  to  the  favoured  position 
occupied  by  the  thread  trade,  its  indus- 
trialism is  largely  of  a fairly  good  and  pros- 
perous type.  It  has  workers  who  are  badly 
paid,  black  spots  in  trade,  anti  slummy  dis- 
tricts in  housing,  but  on  the  whole  the  work- 
ing-class population  6f  Paisley  may  be  said 
to  enjoy  conditions  which  are  rather  above 
the  average. 

Politically,  Paisley  is  a centre  of-  robust 
Radicalism,  which  it  derived  from  the  old 
Tiandloom  weaver  days,  when  every  weaver 
was  a politician  and  an  insurgent  Radical. 
Co-operation  is  strong  in  the  town,  and 
although  it  sufFers  from  having  too  many 
separate  organisations,  tlu's  lack  of  outward 
unity  is  largely  discounted  by  the  friendly 
and  helpful  spirit  in  which  they  regard  one 
another.  For  these,  and  many  other 
reasons,  Paisley  is  a division  which  is  fully 
entitled  to  have  a Co-operative  candidate, 
aud  it  is  to  the  credit  of  the  local  Lfjbour 
Party  that  it  bus  recognised  this  with  a 
better  gra<  and  with  more  readiness  than 
has  been  exhibited  in  some  other 
constituencies. 

No  doubt  the  personality  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive candidate  had  something  to  do  with  this 
favourable  state  of  matters,  lor  Mr.  John  M. 
Bigghr  is  not  only  an  active  co  operator,  but 
is  also  keenly  interested  in  Labour  polities 
and  Labour  ideas.  When  ho  enteied  on  his 
first  fight  iu  1918,  although  well-known  to 
active  workers  in  both  these  camps,  he  was 
practically  a stranger  to  the  great  mass  of 
electors.  ‘ That  his  quality  was  quickly 
recognised  was  evident  from  tiie  tact  that 
even  thon,  when  “advanced  ’ candidates 
were  being  given  short  shrift  nearly  every- 
where, Mr.  Biggar’s  poll  was  only  106  behind 
that  of  the  successful  candidate.  Sir  John 
M'Callum,  a local  manufacturer  and  an- 
ardent  Churchman,  who  was  held  in  great 
respect  by  all  classes.  The  figures  at  that 
election  were : — 

Sir  John  M'Oallum  (Liberal'  7,542 
J.  M.  Biggar  (Co-operative)  7,436 
John  Taylor  (Conservative).  7,201 

By  far  the  most  notable  event,  however,  so 
far  ns  Mr.  Biggar’s  connection  with  Paisley 
is  concerned,  was  his  fight  with  Mr.  Asquith 
iu  the  beginning  of  1920,  at  a bye-election 
caused  by  the  death  of  Sir  John  M’Callum. 
It  was  a formidable  task  for  an  almost  un- 
known man  to  face  the  leading  light  of 
British  Liberalism  in  a town  which  for 
{'oiiemtion.s  had  been  looked  upon  ns  one  of 
the  staunchest  Liberal  strongholds  in  Scot- 
land. But  Mr.  Biggar  faced  the  task  cheer- 
fully and  with  such  "ability  that  he  wrung 
from  Mr.  Asquith  repeated  platform  testi- 
monies to  his  shrewdness,  his  breadth  of 
view,  and  his  qualities  as  a lighter.  The  con- 
test was  again  complicated  by  the  presence 
°f  a Conservative  candidate.  If  the  sup- 
Portens  of  that  gentleman  had  been  consis- 
tent on  the  pel  1 nig  day , Mr.  Biggar  would 
P°'v  he  the  Member  for  Paisley ; but  at  the 
hist  moment  they  discovered  that  the  Co- 
Operative  candidate's  claims  were  so  strong 
tliut  the  word  went  forth  to  leave  the  Con- 
servative to  his  fate  and  “ save  the  situa- 
tion  " by  concentrating  on  Mr.  Asquith, 
■his  was  accordingly  done,  as  the  result  of 
flip  i>oll  showed  : — 

Mr.  Asquith  14,694 

,'r.  Biagar  11,840 

-Mr.  M'Kean  3,778 

jo  liave  held  his  own  aud  to  have  main- 
tained his  1918  position  would,  undei'  these 
circumstances,  have  been  a notable  feat,  but 
to  increase  his  vote  iu  two  years  by  4,400, 
“W  that  against  the  strongest  opponent 
Auoeralisni  could  provide  was  a performance 
J!,  ifs  few.  men  in  any  parly  could' have 
l.nn  , °f  itself  gives  ground  for  the 

I*  that  Mr.  Biggar’s  next  and  third 
-tyrnPt  .will  prove  the  lucky  one  for  co- 

no!i  iUM'  Upon  what  general  lines  the 
diffi  ‘pvtoral  battle  will  he  fought  may  be 
. “cult  to  foretell,  but  under  any  conditions 
in  n oerti,'i  that  the  C-o-operative  candidate 
*.  ,,aish‘,v  will  carry  the  banner  with  iionour 

uie  movement  and  credit  to  himself, 
in’  ''  P'?Kar  i'  a man,  to  be  depended  upon 
floifl*,  n lt-  • Cc°L  oa*y.  imperturbable,  be 
fillin'^  Urnea  himself  nor  his  audience,  and 
tim„°S  n?t?r?  than  most  men  when  question 
el,,.., • "’hull  figures  so  largely  at  Scottish 
urns  - has  arrived.  He  lias  the  gift  of 


humour,  although  like  many  other  humorous 
men  he  makes  only  slight  use  of  it  on  the 
platform,  and  this  probably  because  of  tbe 
intense  earnestness  with  which  he  applies 
himself  to  his  argument.  The  writer  has 
liea-rd  it  urged  against  Mr.  Biggar’s  platform 
manner  that  it  is  cold  and  does  not  “ glow." 
Tiiat  may  he  true  in  a measure,  but  what  lie 
lacks  in  fire  lie  makes  up  for  in  the  oloselv- 
sustained  sequence  of  his  thought.  To  l he 
observer  lie  nppenns-destitute  of  nerves,  and 
accepts  whatever  oomes — large  meeting, 
small  meeting,  victory,  or  defeat— -with  the 
same  nonchalant  coolness.  He  is  r.n 
accountant  by  profession  and  a farmer  by 
choice,  managing  bis  own  farm  in  tbe  time 
he  can  spare  from  a very  'Uccessful  and 
active  business  life.  That  is  a combination 
which  does  not  square  with  the  usual  con- 
ception of  a I/nbour  or  Co-operative  candi- 
date, hut  Mr.  Biggar’s  sympathies  and 
sentiments  have  never  been  in  doubt.  He 
lias  always  looked  upon  the  co-operative 
movement  as  fitted  to  make  the  largest  in- 
dividual contribution  to  the  solution  of 
social  problems,  and  believing  this  he  has 
served  it  in  many  capacities,  and  has  been 


Mr.  J.  M.  Big  oar. 

on  the  board  of  more  than  one  of  the  Glas- 
gow societies.  He  is  chairman  of  Glasgow 
and  District  Co-operative  Conference  Asso- 
ciation, and  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
re-shaping  of  that  active  and  aggressive 
body.  He  has  also  filled  various  public 
positions,  and  is  at  present  a member  of 
Glasgow  Education  Authority. 

Tiie  writer  reoently  had  the  privilege  of 
an  interview  with  Mr.  Biggar,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  professed  himself  ready  for  the 
fray-mo  matter  When  it  might  come. 

“ I caiinnot  tell,"  lie  said,  what  will  be 
the  issues  upon  which  Coalition  and  Liberal 
may  desire  that  it  should  l>e  fought,  but 
whatever  they  may  wish  these  of  us  who  re- 
present democratic  forces  must  see  to  it  that 
vital  questions  affecting  the  well-being  of 
the  people  ana  kept  to  the  front.  When  the 
call  comes,  my  job  will  be  to  show  the  co- 
operative electors  of  Paisley  that  so  far  as 
their  interests  are  concerned  there  is  no  dif- 
ference between  the  Tweedledum  of 
Liberalism  and  the  Tweedledee  of  Coalition. 
Even  at  its  best.  Liberalism  was  never  more 
than  a machine  for  defending  the  privileges 
of  the  rich  industrial  classes,  just  as  the  old 
Conservatism  defended  the  landlord  classes, 
and  from  neither  of  them  did  the  workers 
ever  receive  anything  except  what  they  were 
able  to  force  them  to  give.  There  will  never 
be  any  proper  recognition  of  the  workers' 
place  in  the  economy  of  the  State  until  nuU 
cc-operative  principles  are  translated  into 
the  legislative  forms  of  the  country.  That 
was  what  I preached  in  1918,  and  again  in 
1920,  and  that,  subject  to  1 lie  special 
interests  of  the  movement,  will  be  the  gospel 
which  I shall  again  proclaim  when  the  next 
struggle  cornea.  The  one  danger  we  have  to 
lace — and  we  liave  always  had  to  face  it — 
is  that  the  old  politicians  and  their  hench- 
men of  the  press  may  stampede  the  electors 
into  the  belief  that  some  valueless  thing  like 
‘ Hang  the  Kaiser  ' or  ‘ German  Indemni- 
ties ’ is  important.  The  electors  have  been 
deceived  with  that  . kind  of  thing  so  often 
that  one  wonders  when  they  are  going  to  get 
tired  of  it,  and  devote  themselves  to  reality. 
Some  day  they  will,  and  when  that  day 
conies,  we  shall  have  a cli^pc  to  put  our 
principles  into  practice." 

Electoral  organisation  in  the  constituency 
is,  we  learn,  being  efficiently  maintained,  and 
close  touch  is  kept  with  tbe  Labour  Party, 
from  wliom,  no  doubt,  the  same  earnest  sup- 
port will  be  forthcoming  as  on  the  two 
previous  occasions'.  To  oust  Mr.  Asquith 
the  leader  of  the  Liberal  Party  and  former 
Prime  Minister  from  his  seat  may  seem  a 
big  task,  but  those  who  nq?  most  familiar 
with  the  constituency  and  with  the  qualities 
of  Mr.  Biggar  are  the  most  sanguine  ns  to 
the  result.  In  any  event  the  old  tag  “ Keep 
your  eye  on  Paisley  ” will  have  an  important 
significance  for  co-opemtons  in  every  part  of 
the  country. 


ONLY  ONE  FLOUR  “ KNEADED.” 

YEAST-LIKE  EFFECT  ON  SALES. 


DERBY  SOCIETY  AND  THE  C.W.S. 


[“  Co-orERATivE  News"  Special.] 


By  way  of  preamble. 

It  was  stated  at  the  recent  bread-baking 
competition  at  Balloon-street  by  one  of  the 
judges — Mr.  It,  G.  Turnbull  (Derby.) — that 
a bakery  manager  who  could  not  bake  a loaf 
of  bread  fit  for  anybody’s  table  from  C.W.S. 
flour  only  did  not  know  his  business.  He 
went  on  to  say  that  his  experience  of  the 
trade  was  not  confined  to  tbe  co-operative 
movement. 

. There  must  be  a fair  number  of  managers 
who  are  wholly  or  partly  in  disagreement 
with  Mr.  Turnbull  on  this  question.  They 
are  quite  prepared  to  admit  that  the  C.W.S. 
can  and  does  make  a good  flour,  anj  in  the 
majority  of  cases  it  is  only  fail1  to  say,  they 
send  the  bulk  of  their  orders  to  the  place 
where,  in  due  course  they  become  ils  so  many 
stones  in  the  foundations  of  tli^  Co-operative 
Commonwealth. 

They  have  reasons  for  not  sending  the 
whole  of  their  trade  in  flour  to  the  C.W.S. , 
and  they  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

That  the  flour  is  either  not  white 
enough  or  sicong  enough. 

That,  including  carriage,  price  puts  it 
cut  of  the  market. 

That  something  may  happen  to  the 
C.W.S.  and  then  where  would  they  be? 

That  in  brief  is  the  ca-ss  for  the  opposi- 
tion, but  put  before  Mr.  Turnbull,  as  it  was 
the  other  day,  it  received  short  shrift. 

He  knew  that  the  question  of  carriage  on 
flour  had  been  a stock  subject  at  the  Mid- 
land meetings  of  the  C.W.S.  for  years,  and 
admitted  that  where  societies  are  near  local 
milLs,  or  are  a long  way  from  the  railway 
■station,  necessitating  heavy  cartage  charges, 
there  may  he  some  justification  for  some  of 
their  trade  going,  past  instead  of  into  the 
federal  mills. 

Heart  of  the  Story. 

‘‘Need  societies  go  to  private  millers  far 
the  sake  of  quality  cr  colour ?” 

In  reply  to- that  question  Mr.  Turnbull 
said  : — 

Huge  quantities  of  Hour  (both  C.W.S. 
and  private  firms)  have  passed  through 
my  hands,  and  so  far  as  I can  see,  no 
society  need  leave  the  C.W.S.  for  colour 
or  quality. 

Proof  of  this  pudding  is  seen  in  the  fact 
that  the  Derby  Society  confines  itself  to  the 
C.W.S.  for  floyr,  and  that  only  1 ho  oilier 
week  no  less  than  920  sacks. were  turned  into 
bread  at  the  society's  huge  central  bakery. 
This  is  a record  for  the  society,  and 
represents  a weekly  increase  of  some  120 
sacks  on  sixteen  month.,  ago,  the  time  Mr. 
Turnbull  has  been  bakery  manager  at 
Derby.  It  is  quite  possible  the  society  will 
want  a thousand  sacks  weekly  from  the 
C.W.S.  before  the  red-robed,  white- 
whiskered,  and  kindly  old  gentleman  comes 
round  once  more  at  Christmas. 

A thousand  sacks  will  be  wanted  for  bread 
baking  only.  There  will  be  additional 
orders  for  flour  for  sale  through  the 
shops.  Cakes  and  confectionery  utilise  at 


the  moment  about  forty-five  sacks  weekly, 
whilst  the  shops  dispose  of  some  350. 

“Any  complaints?"  (No  reminder  of 
your  army  days,  Mr.  Printer!) 

“ Yes,”  said  Mr.  Turnbull,  “ about  two  in 
sixteen  months." 

Mr.  E.  Merchant  (manager  of  the  society), 
who  was  present,  readily  confirmed  this 
statement.  «VIr.  Merchant  also  stated  that, 
in  his  opinion — and  he  drew  attention  to 
ever-increasing  sales  for  corroboration — 
The  loaf  now  being  turned  oufr  by 
the  bakery  was  superior  to  the  one  made 
in  the  days  when  the  society  did  not  con- 
fine itself  solely  to  C.W.S.  flour. 

The  Policy  That  Pays. 

Another  tribute  to  the  quality  of  the 
flour,  and,  of  course,  to  the  bakery,  is  the 
fact  that  in  the  face  of  keen.obmpet-itioh  the 
society  serves  the  greater  proportion  of 
people  in  Derby  with  bread  and  confec- 
tionery. Its  bread  (9-]-d.  pec  41b.  loaf)  is  as 
cheap  as  any  private  trader’s,  and  its  con- 
fectionery is  the  cheapest.  The  society, 
recognising  that  whatever  else  people  can  do 
without  they  can  scarcely  do  without  bread, 
aims  at  selling  a good  loaf  at  the  lowest 
possible  price,  as  it  finds  that  the  policy 
pays.  “ A good  bread  trade*  is  everything 
to  a society."  observed  both  Mr.  Merchant 
and  .Mr.  Turnbull. 

"Sell  a good  leaf,"  they  proceeded, 
“ first,  because  it  means  a lot  to  the 
people  fr^m  a health  point  of  view,  and, 
secondly,  because,  as  an  advertiser,  its 
value  cannot  be  over-estimated." 

This  conversation,  in  the  main,  was  car- 
ried on  whilst  we  went  from  floor  to  floor  in 
the  society’s  bakery,  one  of  many  big  build- 
ings owned  by  the  society  in  the  centre  of 
the  town.  On  the  other  side  of  the  road,  for 
instance,  are  the  garage  and  .‘■tables. 

The  bakery  would  almost  match  the  cot- 
tage tiiat  whs  a thatched  one  for  cleanliness. 
Where  a lot  of  flour  is  being  handled  there  is 
bound  to  1»  a certain  amount  of  dust  flying 
about,  but  at  Derby  it  soon  withers,  or  dis- 
appears, before  the  all-seeing  eye  of  the 
management;  and  what  a sight  it  was  to  see 
the  huge  “ kneaders  ’’  at  work  ! They  went 
through  their  allotted  task  calmly,  methodi- 
cally, and  without  any  apparent  exertion, 
and  yet  the  result  was  as  good  as  any  house- 
wife could  obtain  with  all  her  care,  atten- 
tion, and  knowledge.  The  finished  loaf  was 
a credit  to  all  concerned.  It  not  only  had  a 
“taking"  appearance,  but,  tasting,  cue 
could  not  wish  for  anything  better.  The 
same  remarks  apply  with  equal  force  to  the 
confectionery. 

No  wonder  baking  day  at  borne  is  being 
shifted  out  of  existence ! 

Any  reason  why  it  should  not' be?  Should 
a housewife  in  these  days  of  up-to-date  co- 
operative bakeries  and  foundries  he  tied  to 
the  bread-baking  mug  any  more  than  she 
should  to  the  wash-tub? 


CALENDAR. 


London  District  Council  Men's  Guild. — Meeting 
at  (he  Co-operative  Hall,  270,  Archway-road, 
Higligate,  at  3 "p.m. 

■Manchester  Men's  Guild. — Ramble  and  Rally 
to  Greenfield;  open-air  meeting  in  Market- 
square,  Uppermill,  at  6-30  p.m. 

Midland  Section. — Shropshire,  and  Mid-Wales 
District  Conference,  at  Oakengates,  at  M5 
pm.  Conveyances  leave  Oakengates  Sta- 
tion (or  ShcrilThales  at  3 o'clock.  Subject 
for  discussion  : " Co-operative  Tig  Farm- 
ing to  he  introduced  by  Mr.  J.  Dowie 
(secretary,  Oakengates  Society). 

North-Western  Section.— Rochdale  District 

Conference,  in  the  St.  Thomas  Schoolroom, 
Hudderstield-rood,  Nowhey,  at  3 p.m.  Sub- 
ject. for  consideration  : Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Con- 
gress paper;  lo  be  introduced  by  Mr.  R. 

A.  Palmer  (Co-operative  Union). 

Women's  Guild  (Mid-Durham  District). — Sum- 
mer Conference,  in  the  U.M.  Free  Church 
(near  Co-operative  Stores),  Crook,  at  2-30 
p.m.  Subject  .for  discussion  : " Cd-oporativo 
Ideals."  Address  by  Mrs.  Close  (StocktanV 
‘ Airedale  Worsted  Manufacturing  Society. — 
Half-yearly  Meeting,  in  the  CY>-operative 
Assembly  Room,  Sunbridge-road,  Bradford, 
at  4 pan. 

Educational  Secretaries’  Association  (Northern 
Section).— Conference  in  the  Newcastle 

Society's  Guild  Room,  Darn  Crook,  New- 
castle-upon-Tync,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : “ Week-end  Schools."  Address  by 
Mr.  A.  C.  Senior  (Middlesbrough).. 

Joint  Committees  of  Management  (Manchester 
District).— Conference  at  the  Literary  Insti- 
tute, Cheadle.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" The  Financial  Policy  of  the  Movement." 
Paper  by  Mr.  T.  Goodwin  (C-W.S.  Bank 
mannger). 

Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educational 
Association. — Conference  in  the  P.S.A.  Hall, 
Belle  Vuo-road,  Wrexliam,  at  3 pan.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Adult  Education." 

Address  Uv  Mr.  J.  W.  Murray,  M.A:  (Bootle). 

Midland  Section. — Birmingham  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Meeting  Room  of  the  Kid- 
derminster Society,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : Mr.  (L  Riddle's  Congress  paper; 
to  l»o  introduced  by  Mr.  A.  Barber  (Kid- 
derminster). 

North-Western  Sect  ion. — North  Lonsdale  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Stores, 
Kirkby-in-Purness,  at  2-20  pan.  Subject 
for  discussion  : Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Omgress 
paper  to  be  introduce  bv  Mr.  J.  Walker 
(Kirk  by). 

North-Western  Section.— Oldham  District  Con- 
ference, on  the  Hurst  Brook  Society's  Pre- 
mises, Hillgnte-street,  Ashton-under-Lyno, 
nt  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  consideration  : 
Mr.  G Kiddle’s  Congress  paper;  to  be  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  J.  R.  Gartside. 


The  Home  Secretary  has.  informed  Mr. 
WateYson  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  in 
view  of  the  pressure  of  other  Government 
business,  he  regretted  that  it  will  be  neoes- 
sary  to  postpone  the  Industrial  Assurance 
Bill  till  the  autumn. 


By  Appointment. 

PURITY  means  SAFETY 
QUALITY  means  VALUE 

It  is  Safest  and  Cheapest  to 
drink  everyday  the  evaporated 
milk  known  as 

EVERY  DAY 

THE  FULL  CREAM  SORT 

Packed  by  NESTLE 

The  name  of  Nestle  is  the 
strongest  guarantee  of  purity 
aud  quality  you  can  have. 

If  you  are  offered  a substitute 
for  “EVERYDAY”  milk 
remember  that 

Imitations  never  Satisfy. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE'S, 

6-S,  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E.C.3. 
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UNJUST  TURNOVER  TAX-PLEA  TO  TRADE  UNIONS. 


One  of  1 lie  best  ntteuded  was  1 lie  nine- 
teenth Congress  of  the  Centra]  Federation 
of  German  Distributive  Co-operative  Socie- 
ties GJential-Yerb.uid  dcutselior  Konsym- 
vereiite)  mid  the  twenty-eighth  general 
meeting  of  its  Wholesale  Society  (Grcssetn- 
kaufsgesellsciiaft  deiitseber  Konsumvereinc) 
just  held  at"  Eisenach.  The  International 
Co-operative  Alliance  was  represented  by 
Hoer  G.  J.  D.  ('.  Goedhart.  of  HolLand,  the 
president,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  May*  tins  secretary, 
and  the  British  Co-operative  Movement  by 
Mr.  Davies.  One  of  the  several  other 
foreign  delegate  was  .Mr.  Gugushvili,  of 
London,  the  representative  of  Georgia,  and 
as  lie  began  to  speak  the  two  Russians  re- 
presenting the  C'ontrosoyus  rose  and 
left,  protesting  against  tile  lecognition  of 
this  delegate  as  the  Georgian  movement  was  ■ 
affiliated  to  the  Ceatrosoyus.  The 
president,  Herr  H.  Irorenz,  said  the 
Congress  had  nothing  to  do  with  these  differ- 
ences, and  pointed  out  that  Georgia  was  a 
member  of  the  T.C.A. 

Wonderful  Progress. 

The  exhaustive  annual  report  and  the 
report  submitted  to  the  Congress  by  Herr 

H.  Kaufmauu  illustrate  the  development  of 
the  Central  Federation  and  the  Wholesale 
Society  from  the  year  1903,  when  the  Central 
Federation  was  founded,  to  December  31st, 
1921.  The  number  of  societies  affiliated  to 
the  Federation  rose  during  that  period  from 
666,  with  573,085  members,  to  1.337,  with 
2,834,043  members.  Their  turnover  rose 
from  131,786,107  marks  or  an  average  of  230 
marks  per  member  to  5,182,748,988  marks  or 

I, 829  marks  per  member,  their  own  produc- 
tion from  12,708,668  marks  or  22  marks  jicr 
member  to '737,131 ,449  marks  or  260  marks 
per  member.  During  the  Some  period  the 
staff  employed  by  the  societies  increased 
more  than  five-fold,  from  6,440  to  37,454. 

The  growth  of  the  Wholesale  Society  from 
1903  to  1921  is  shown  by  the  following 
■ figures  : — 

Number  of  societies  affiliated  t-o  the 
Wholesale  Society,  1903,  305;  1921,  1,026 

Value  of  their  transactions  with  the 
Wholesale  Society,'  1903,  26,445,889  marks : 
1921,  2,406,982,699  marks. 

Average  value  per  society,  1903,  36, 70S 
marks;  1921,  228, S35  marks. 

Number  of  workers  employed  by  the 
Wholesale  Society,  1903,  197;  1921,  3,130. 

Of  the  total  value  of  transactions  for  1921, 
234,784,773  marks,  or  228, 835  marks  per 
society,  represents  the  value  of  the  society's 
own  production. 

The  Publishing  Society  of  German  distri- 
butive Co-operative  Societies,  which  em- 
ployed eight  persons  in  1903,  employed  G65 
on  December  31st, 1921,  and  has  become  one 
of  the  largest  publishing  firms  in  Germany. 
It  has  677  affiliated  societies,  and  its  turn- 
over has  risen  from  186,309  marks  in  1903  to 
41.955,899  marks  in  1921. 

Owing  todhe  depreciation  of  the  mark  and 
the  rise  in  prices,  figures  giving  only  the 
value  of  goods  produced  or  sold  by  German 
co-operative  organisations  are  not  in  them- 
palves  conclusive.  The  increase  in  turnover 
is,  however,  accompanied  by  an  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  goods  distributed  by  the 
societies  or  manufactured  by  their  produc- 
tion branches.  The  increase  referred  to  in 
the  number  of  persons  employed  in  co-  opera- 
tive undertakings,  and  the  increase  In  the 
number  of  stores,  which  was  756  in  the  year' 
1921,  and  depots  (47  new  depots  were  opened 
in  1921)  also  constitute  a more  reliable 
measure  of  development. 

To  Keep  Free  From  State. 

The  matter  of  the  increase  in  working 

capita] — which  it  was  agreed  was  needed 

tlie  Congress  was  strongly  in  favour  of 
measures  preserving  the  independence  of  the 
the  co-operative  movement  and  drawing  only 
on  the  resouix-es  of  organised  consumers, 
°-£.j  by  increasing  the  value  of  shares, 
developing  reserve  funds,  systematically 
organising  and  utilising  individual  savings, 
&C-  It  refused  to  ciooitemplate  any  resort 
to  the  financial  assistance  of  the  State  or  tlie 
municipalities. 

Three  of  the  resolutions  adopted,  based  on 
the  report,  of  Herr  H.  Biistlein,  do,  it  is 
true — the  ‘industrial  and  Labour  Informa- 
tion ” of  the  International  Labour  Office 
points  out — make  an  appeal  to  the  State,  not, 
however,  for  "financial'  aid.'bnt  Vmly  to  obtain 
by  suitable  and  equitable  legislation  the 


conditions  needed  for  the  free  development 
of  co-operative  organisations.  One  of  these 
resolutions  declares  that  present,  legislation 
on  co-operative  societies  no  longer  corre- 
sponds satisfactorily  with  the  expansion  and 
new  activities  of  co-operative  organisations. 
It,  therefore,  recommends  tlie  Government 
to  pass  a bill,  which  is  shortly  due  for  dis- 
cussion, to  authorise  the  substitution  of  tlie 
assembly  of  delegates  for  the  general  assem- 
bly as  the  supreme  organ  of  co-opera  f ive 
societies,  and  to  remove  the  obstacles  which 
at  present  make  the  amalgamation  pf 
societies  difficult. 

The  Tax  on  Turnover. 

By  another  resolutirm  the  Congress 
decided  that  all  suitable  means  should  bo 
taken  for  pressing  the  Government  and  the 
Reichstag  to  consider  the  special  position  of 
co-operative  societies  ns  regards  tlie  tax  on 
turnover.  In  addition  to  quoting  argu- 
ments of  principle  wising  out  of  the  very 
nature  of  co-operative  transactions,  this' 
resolution  poipts  out  that  owing  to  the  pub- 
licity of  co-operative  accounts  the  tax  o:i 
turnover  weighs  much  more  heavily  on  them 
than  on  other  undertakings,  which  according 
to  tlie  Government’s  own  declarations  only 
pay  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  tax  on  their 
turnover  owing  to  tlie  absence  of  suitable 
check. 

Finally  the  Congress  demanded  that  the 
Government  should  enact  legislation  for  the 
protection  of  the  consumer  against  the  in- 
fluence exercised  by  certain  large  industrial 
combinations  cm  price*  and  tlieir  boycott  of 
the  Wholesale  Society. 

Relations  With  Trade  Unions. 

In  regard  to  the  work  of  tlie  Tarifamt — 
a joint  committee,  consisting  of  five  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Central  Federation  of  Con- 
sumers’ Societies  and  five  representatives  of 
the  trade  organisations  of  the  workers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  secure  the -observance  of 
labour  contracts  and  settle  differences)  aris-  ! 
iug  out  of  them — and  the  relations  of  co-  , 
operative  societies  with  their  staff,  the  Con- 
gress, after  hearing  a report,  by  Heir  A. 
Kascli,  once  more  asserted  the  duty  and  the 
desire  of  co-operative  organisations  to  serve 
as  a model  to  otlier  employers  in  tlie  i<egula- 
tion  of  wages  and  working  conditions.  On 
the  other  liand  it  drew  tlie  attention  of  trade 
unions  both  to  tlie  goodwill,  of  which 
evidence  liad  been  so  frequently  given  by  tlio 
co-operative  societies,  and  to  the  compulsion 
upon  them  to  oampete  with  private  under- 
takings, and  therefore  requested  them  to 
refrain,  under  present  economic  conditions, 
from  demands  involving  too  heavy  sacrifices, 
ami  to  try  to  obtain  for  workers  in  private 
undertakings  the  benefits  in  regard  to  health 
and  safety  conditions,  holidays,  Ac.,  already 
enjoyed  by  the  employees  of  co-operative 
undertakings. 


EDUCATIONAL  EXHIBITION. 

BRITISH  GIFT  FOR  BELGIANS. 

An  International  Conference  on  Labour 
Education,  convened  by  a Belgian  committee, 
will  be  held  in  Brussels  on  August  16th  and 
17th.  In  connection  with  this  conference  an 
exhibition  of  materials  relating  to  working- 
class  education  will  be  held  from  August  1st 
to  August  18th,  to  which  exhibits  aro  being 
sent  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

A feature  of  the  exhibition  will  be  a fine 
display  of  co-operative  literature  contributed 
by  co-operative  organisations  in  different 
countries.  To  this  exhibition  a good  selection 
of  text-books,  pamphlets,  &c.,  has  been  sent 
by  the  Publications  Department  of  the  Co- 
operative Union,  who  have  also  forwarded 
exhibits  supplied  by  the  National  Co-oporativo 
Publishing  Society  and  the  Co-operative  Press 
Agency.  After  the  exhibition  is  over,  the 
books  sent  by  the  Co-operative  Union  are  to 
be  placed  in  the  library  of  the  Belgian  Labour 
College  as  a gift  from  British  co-operators. 


NATIONAL  OR  FEDERAL? 

The  Belgian  movement  has  appointed  a 
committee  to  go  into  the  question  as  to  whether 
to  centralise  or  to  decentralise — that  is  to  say, 
whether  they  shall  have  one  national  society 
or  remain  as  a federal  organisation  as  at 
present* 


Co-operative  Union  pamphlets  are  gene- 
rally interesting  and  instructive,  and  should  be 
read  by  all  believers  in  the  movement.  Readers 
of  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” are  aware  of  the 
subjects  discussed  in  the  pamphlets  recently 
published  in  connection,  with  the  Brighton 
Congress,  but  it  may  be  well  to  recall  some 
previous  publications*  which  are  well  worth 
perlisal.  Educationists  in  particular  will  find 
the  following  pamphlets  of  special  interest. 

The  Dean  of  York  writes  on  “ Beauty  as  a 
Factor  in  Education,”  incidentally  taking  as 
his  text  a paragraph  from  " Punch  ” ! His 
plea  for  a right  use  of  leisure,  to  include  a 
better  appreciation  of  the  beauties  of  nature 
and  art,  is  eloquent  and  timely,  though  his 
conception  of  beauty  in  the  abstract  and  of  its 
“ inspiration  ” may  perhaps  bo  considered 
somewhat  sentimental  and  “ theological.” 

Air.  R.  H.  Tawney’s  pamphlet  on  “ Educa- 
tion and  Social  Progress  ” is  a forceful  plea  to 
co-opcrators  to  be  content  with  nothing  less 
than  the  best  in  education  for  themselves  and 
their  children.  For  him,  education  is  essen- 
tially the  development  of  personality,  and  as 
regards  higher  education  he  believes  in  self- 
help,  strongly  advising  co-operators  to  assist 
in  providing  scholarships,  educational  con- 
ferences, classes  for  adults,  &c.  ; and  he  urges 
them  to  insist  that  the  universities  be  made 
freely  accessible  to  all.  In  this  way  co-opera- 
tors can  help  to  . abolish  the  restriction  of 
education  to  a comparatively  few  citizens — a 
restriction  which  at  present  impedes  social 
progress. 

So  far  as  the  State  system  of  education  is 
concerned,  no  doubt  Mr.  Tawney  would  wel- 
come the  reforms  advocated  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Davis 
in  his  pamphlet,  “ What  do  Co-operators  want 
from  the  State  in  the  Matter  of  Education  ? ” 
Incidentally,  Mr.  Davis  pleads  for  co-operation 
between  the  various  voluntary  agencies  and  the 
local  education  authorities  in  the  provision  of 
adult  education,  and  suggests  that  the  State 

* A oowprNierusivp  list  is  given  in  the  May  issue  of 
Hie  " Highway,"  the  organ  of  the  W.E.A. 


INTERNATIONAL  LABOUR 
REVIEW. 

First  place  is  given  in  the  “ International 
Labour  Review  ” for  July  (Geo.  Allen  and 
Unwin  Ltd.,  3s.  fid.)  to  an  articlo  by  Professor 
Max  Turman,  of  the  Federal  Polytechnic 
College  at  Zurich  and  of  Fribourg  University, 
in  which  he  illustrates  the  efforts  of  the 
Christian  Social  movement  in  various  countries 
to  help  to  bring  about  something  like  unity 
among  the  nations  in  the  sphere  of  labour  legis- 
lation. Mr.  G.  Frank  Beer  contributes  to  the 
same  issue  an  article  in  which  he  brings  his 
wide  experience  to  bear  upon  the  subject  of 
unemployment.  “ Employment — a ~ Problem 
of  Co-ordination,”  is  the  title  he  gives  his 
article.  Co-operation,  of  course,  recognises 
that  employment — full  employment — is  all  a 
problem  of  co-ordination ; and  iff  the  fullest 
sense  a problem  of  co-ordination  between 
labour,  capital,  and  the  consume!.  Mr.  Beer 
points  to  five  working  forces  that  have  to  be 
brought  into  alignment  before  the  problem  is 
solved,  viz.,  management-,  labour,  capital  and 
credit,  transportation  facilities,  Government 
policy.  Of  many  of  the  plans  to  relieve  the 
present  labour  situation  he  makes  the  criticism 
that  they  are  related  chiefly  to  the  changing 
phases  of  unemployment  rather  than  to  the 
problems  of  production.  Tho  usual  useful 
features  find  their  place  in  tho  July  “ Review." 


POINTS  FOR  THE 
PLATFORM. 

People  who  take  part  in  political  propa- 
ganda will  be  glad  to  have  “ The  Labour 
•Speakers’  HaflRbook  ” (Labour  Party,  33, 
Eccleston- square,  London,  Is.  ; post  free, 
Is.  2£d.),  which  contains  about  170  pages  of 
ammunition  for  uso  on  the  platform.  Tho 
pages  are  closely  printed,  and  of  a size  which 
renders  tho  book  convenient  for  referring  to 
while  tho  Bpeaker  is  actually  engaged.  No 
fewer  than  fourteen  pages  of  small  type  are 
required  for  the 'index,  from  which  fact  alone 
one  may  form  an  idea  of  tho  comprehensive 
character  of  the  contents.  Armed  with  this 
little  handbook,  the  speaker  may  tell  his 
audience  how  many  people  pay  super  tax,  why 


should  provide  accommodation  and  co-ordinato 
the  activities  of  the  various  bodies. 

Professor  G.  W.  Daniels,  whoso  work  on 
behalf  of  adult  education  for  the  workers  is 
well  known,  writes  on  “ The  Social  Significant 
of  the  Co-operative  Movement.”  His  paui. 
phlet  demonstrates  its  author’s  faith  in  co. 
operation  .and  pride  in  its  achievements.  Ho 
gives  the  movement  a prominent  place  as  a 
fine  example^  of  the  voluntary  associations 
through  which  the  workers  are  playing  their 
part  in  the  development  of  society  and  ex- 
pressing their  Bocial  ideals.  (From  this  stand- 
point, it  would  be  interesting  to  have  Pro- 
fessor  Daniels’  views  on  the  question  of  Guild 
Socialism  in  relat:on  to  consumers’  co-operative 
societies.) 

Professor  F.  Hall’s  pamphlet  on  “ The  Work 
of  a Co-operative  Educational  Association" 
will  interest  those  of  an  inquiring  turn  of  mind. 
He  explains  tho  working  and  aims  of  the  dis- 
trict associations  which  seek  to  co-ordinate  tho 
activities  of  local  co-operative  educational 
committees,  and  he  examines  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Survey  Committee  regarding  t hese 
associations.  The  pamphlet  was  published  in 
1918,  and  many  rank  and  file  members  would 
no  doubt  like  to  know  whether  its  recoin- 
mendations  have  been  put  into  farce— e.e., 
whether  individual  co-operators  who  arc  in- 
terested can  now  become  “ individual , mem- 
bers ” of  the  educational  association  in  their 
district. 

Although  Mr.  Percy  Redfem’s  “ Co-operation 
for  All  ” is  not  a pamphlet  exactly,  one  cannot 
let  slip  an  opportunity  of  praising  this  littla 
book  (price  3d.),  with  its  absorbingly  popular 
account  of  the  growth  of  the  mavement’s 
varied  activities  and  its  fine  illustrations  show- 
ing many  aspects  of  co-operative  achievement, 
Many  developments  have  taken  place,  how- 
ever, since  the  book  was  published  in  1015, 
and  we  would  suggest  to  the  author  and  to  tho 
Union  that  it  would  be  well  worth  whi!"  to 
issue  a revised  edition,  supplementing  tho 
information  and  bringing  the  story  down  to 
date.  Via tor. 


taxes  are  so  high,  and  how  the  money  is  spent 
when  the  Government  gets  it.  There  aro 
copious  notes  on  the  composition  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  how  the  business  in- 
terests are  represented,  and  how  the  press 
which  influences  elections  is  owned.  The 
Government’s  record  is  dealt  with  fully,  or 
very  nearly  so  ; the  Labour  policy  with  regard 
to  most  pressing  problems  is  set  forth,  and 
there  is  also,  set  forth  the  policy  of  the  anti- 
Labour  sections  of  the  House.  The  war  and 
the  peace,  education,  railways  and  mines, 
unemployment  and  labour  questions,  wages, 
and  profits,  pensions,  trusts,  foreign  policy 
Ireland — there  is  much  to  be  said  about  all 
these  subjects,  and  most  of  it  is  said  in  the 
Handbook,  which  will  prove  a boon  to  many  a 
candidate  as  well  os  to  many  a speaker. 


By  Appointment. 


HOW  many  brands  of  milk 
can  you  think  of  with  a 
reputation  equal  to  Nestle’s  ? 
NOT  ONE.  Quality,  Purity, 
Safety— these  all  tell  with  the 
vast  majority  of  people,  and 
Nestle’s  is  still  unrivalled. 

Nestles  Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OH 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Use  Nestle’s  for  all  purposes 
and  you  will  be  safe  against 
all  milk  risks. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eajtcheap,  E.C.3. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


“NEWS”  STAFF  ON  HOLIDAY. 


JOYS  OF  BLACKPOOL. 


AN  ENJOYABLE  JUBILEE  OUTING. 


Tub  contest,  which  1ms  been  going  on  for 
seycrul  weeks,  between  Jupiter  Pluvius 
and  Old  Sol  bad  n very  satisfactory  result 
on  Saturday.  Up  to  the  present  Jupiter 
pluvius  has  bad  the  best  of  the  battle,  but 
on  Saturday  Old  Sol  won  one  round,  and 
navo  everyone  a well-earned  respite. 

° The  “Co-operative  News”  stall  were 
specially  fortunate,  for  that  day  had  been 
selected  for  an  outing  to  Blackpool  as  the 
employees'  share  in  the  jubilee  celebrations 
of  tho  “News.”  The  directors  generously 
<rranted  a half-day's  holiday,  paid  the'  rail- 
way fares,  and  entertained  the  pleasure- 
seekers  to  dinner  and  tea  at  the  Winter 
Gardens.  In  addition,  they  presented  each 
adult  with  10s.  and  each  junior  with  5s.  as 
some  assistance  towards  sampling  the 
many  pleasures  which  Blackpool  provides. 

No  one  appeared  to  have  any  difficulty 
in  making  the  most  of  the  present,  and 
everyone,  from  the  printer’s  devil  upwards 
bad  a jolly  time. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  describe  how 
tho  day  was  spent,  but  it  would  be  unifair, 
for  a picnic’s  a picnic,  and  in  any  case  nil 
“day  trips”  are  much  alike  at  Blackpool, 
and  Blackpool  is  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  ana  to-morrow.  It  gives  nobody 
away  to  say  that  while  certain  bowling 
champii«iships  went  by  default,  there  were 
still  sCS»j  left  to  engage  in  , the  ancient 
game,  and  those  who  refrained  from  in- 
dulging in  it  found  plenty  of  attractions  in 
the  Tower  and  Winter  Gardens  or  in  the 
ever-changing  comedy  of  the  promenade  or 
the  pleasure  beach. 

Over  the  Teacups. 

After  tea,  r.  R.  Rowbotham  (secretary 
and  general  manager);  before  calling  upon 
Mr.  A.  G.  Parr  (composing  room)  and  Mr. 
J.  Furber  (machine  room)  to  speak,  re- 
ferred to  the  object  of  that  day’s  celebra- 
tions, but  regretted  the  absence  of  one 
who  had  regularly  attended  the  annual 
outings  for  a great  number  of  years  (the 
late  Mr.  W.  M.  Bamford).  The  “ Co- 


Climbing  the  Heights. 

Mr.  Hall  remarked  that  it  had  been  said 
many  times  that  the  society  was  making 
slow  progress.  Wise  men  made  haste 
slowly,  and  if  the  society  had  made  slow 
progress  it  could  claim  that  the  progress 
had  been  sure.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  had  been 
hill-climbing  throughout  its  career,  but 
there'  were  still  more  heights  to  climb. 
There  were  many  who  were  urging  the- 
society  to  climb  the  hill  of  the  co-operative 
daily  paper.  He  would  say  that  as  soon 
as  the  time  came  the  society  was  prepared 
to  climb  that  hill.  (Hear,  hear,  and 
applause.) 

Mr.  Rankinc  referred  to  the  recent  dis- 
pute in  the  printing  trades,  and.  suggested 
that  it  should  be  possible  to  prevent  any 
kind  of  trouble  between  the  directors  and 
the  staff.  He  believed  an  understanding 
could  be  arrived  at  by  means  of  a confer- 
ence between  the  two. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  G.  Brownbill,  J.P.) 
proposed.  11  The  Visitors,"  who  included 
many  distinguished  persons,  such  as  Mr. 
A.  W.  Goliglitlv  (C.W.S.  director),  Mrs. 
Golightlv,  Mr.  T.  Horrocks  (assistant  Sec- 
retary. Co-operative  Union),  Mr.  W.  Stans- 
field  (Co-operative  Printing  Society),  Mr. 
J.  Fitzgerald  (a  former  director),  Messrs. 
H.  Archer  and  J.  Lucas  (Central  Education 
Committee). 

Mr.  Golightiy,  in  responding,  remarked 
that  he  had  been  a reader  of  the  ” News  ” 
for  forty  years,  and,  personally,  he  was 
glad  that  the  proposal  at  the  Brighton 
Congress  to  submerge  tlie  “News”  in 
another  paper  had  been  defeated.  (Hear, 
hear,  and  applause.)  “ I would  not  sacri- 
fice? this  great  economic  movement  of  ours,” 
he  said;  ” for  all  the  political  movements 
that  exist.”  (Applause.)  Fie  did  not 
despair  of  the  co-operative  “ daily  ” ; lie 
thought  the  movement  would  have  to  have 
one.  But  he  wanted  it  to  be  a co-operative 
“ daily.”  (Hear,  hear.)  He  did  not  wajit 
it  to  be  a miserable  affair  either ; he  wanted 


A Jew'  erxds  on  ffTe 
/^onicipzkl  careen 


operative  News,"  lie  said,  had  been  in  exis- 
wnc©  for  fifty  years,  and  during  that  time 
“ad  not  only  provided  them  with  good  em- 
ployment, but  it  had  supported  the 
interests  of  the  workers  in  its  pages.  (Hear, 
near.) 

Mr.  Parr,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  “ The 
J^o-operative  News,"  thought  it  very  fitting 
"'at  the  employees  should  share  in  the 
jubilee  celebrations,  because  a good  many 
o*  them  had  gone  a loug  way  with  the 
. News"  in  its  useful  career.  The  staff 
joined  with  Mr.  Howbottom  in  expressing 
togret  at  the  absence  of  their  late  chief. 

expressed  thanks  to  the  directors  for 
•be  jubilee  outing  and  the  present  which 
•^mpanied  the  invitation. 

Mr.  F’urbor  seconded  the  toast  and  the 
l,‘anks  to  the  directors,  which  were 
aoiepted  with  applause. 

Messrs.  S.  Hall  and  J.  Rnnkino,  on 
nehalf  of  the  directors,  responded. 


it  to  be  one  that  could  be  put  against  any 
other  paper.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Messrs.  Fitzgerald,  Horrocks,  Staoisfield, 
and  Lucas  joined  in  acknowledging  the 
toast,  after  which  Mr.  S.  Blakeborough 
voiced  the  thanks  of  the  gathering  to  the 
Winter  Gardens  authorities  for  their 
efficient  catering. 


Next  week  we  hope  to  complete  the  list  of 
subscriptions  to  the  Maxwell  ’l'es timoiii.il 
up  to  date.  Oilier  subscriptions  will  be 
noted  later. 


A FRIEND  INSIDE— To  receive  every  day  reliable 
nnd  confidential  information  of  the  lalent  price 
and  position  ol  all  the  ohiel  commodities  bandied  by 
the  Grocer  and  Provision  Dealer  is,  ns  the  pon  put 
il.  " A consummation  devoutly  lo  lie  wished."  Ibis 
aerviee  is  now  nt  your  disposal. — For  terms,  Ac.,  apply, 
The  International  Trade  Information  Bureau,  " lux  fie  Id 
House."  28,  Watlin«-strcet,  Uoodon,  B.C.4. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY  AND 

ITS  CRITICS. 

THE  LESSONS  OF  EAST  NOTTINGHAM). 

VIEWS  OF  MR.  S.  F.  PERRY,  J.P.  (SECRETARY 

TO  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 


There  is  another  side  to  tho  story  told  by 
Mr.  Greening  in  last  week's  ” News,”  and 
this  was  told  to  me  (writes  ou.r  London 
correspondent)  by  Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  secretary 
to  the  Co-operative  Party,  at  123,  Pull  Mall, 
on  Monday. 

Questioned  as  to  his  views  on  Mr.  Green- 
ings comments,  Mr.  Perry  said:  “I  think 
the  article  is  very  interesting,  and  ought  to 
give  co-operators  reason  to  think,  nnd  to 
reconsider  their  policy. 

“ It  appears  that  the  want  of  success  in 
East  Nottingham  lias  brought  Mr.  Green- 
ing's pessimism  to  a head.  It  might  be  meU 
to  refresh  his  memory  with  his  own  experi- 
ences in  1807. 

“ In  that  year  the  workers  began  to  make 
articulate  their  demand  for  an  extension  of 
the  franchise,  and  the  promotion  of  the 
interests  of  the  industrial  classes.  1 he 
London  Workmen's  Association  wag  lorniod 
in  1866.  One  of  the  object's  of  the  associa- 
tion was  to  return  working  men  to  Parlia- 
ment. This  association  issued  a manifesto 
to  the  people  of  England,  pointing  out  that 
the  middle-class  Radicals  could  not  represent 
the  working-class  interests;  that  Parliament 
represented  the  landed  interests : that  were 
it  not  so  many  men  who  were  there  would 
never  have  got  there  at  all.  That  whilst  a 
belief  existed  that  the  Liberal  Party  would 
bring  about  this  emancipation,  they  did  not 
look  with  favour  upon  the  attempt.  As  the 
General  Election  approached  tbeie  were  only 
about  half-a-dozen  workmen  candidates  in 
the  field.  They  were  Radicals,  and  were 
supported  by  Radicals.  After  endless  con- 
flicts. intrigues,  negotiations,  and  arbitra- 
tion, only  three  went  to  the  pulls — namely. 
.Mr.  Cremer,  Mr.  Howell,  and  Mr.  E.  0. 
Greening.  They  were  all  at  the  bottom  of 
tlie  poll,  their  aggregate  vote  being  4,012. 

1 am  sure  that  Mr.  Greening  would  be  the 
last  person  to  admit  that  his  lack  of  success 
iu  1867  is  any  indication  that  they  were  pro- 
ceeding on  the  wrong  line  in  starting  an 
agitation  for  working-class  representation  iu 
Parliament. 

“ Apart  from  this  there  ate  circumstances 
connected'  with  the  bye-election  at  East 
Nottingham  which  give  tlie  Co-operative 
Partv  no  cause  for  discouragement.  As  was 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Jones  iu  the  ‘ Co-opera- 
tive News,’  ou  July  8th,  there  was  no 
labour  or  co-operative  organisation  in  the 
constituency.  Everytliing  was  done  tliat 
could  be  done  in  the  short  space  of  fourteen 
days.  Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Jones  was  a stranger  to  the  constituency  the 
Co-operative  Party  have  good  reason  to  be 
encouraged  by  the  result.  The  organisation 
built  up  hurriedly  and  the  effort  put  forth 
certainly  made  the  other  two  parties  work 
harder  than  they  liave  ever  done  before. 
We  received  excellent  iissistanoe  from  tlie 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society, 
not  only  from  the  weekly  edition  of  the 

News’- but  from  a special  election  news- 
paper, as  also  from  the  ‘ Daily  Herald.' 
Jhe  opposition  press  at  East  Nottingham 
was  a great  factor.  In  the  morning  and 
evening  local  newspapers  came  out  strong  on 
behalf  of  their  candidate.  The  influence  of 
the  press  Is  well  known,  and  it  ought  to 
encourage  co-operators  to  use  every  means 
in  their  power  to  bring  about  that  m-opera- 
tive  daily  which  Congress  has  called  for,  or 
failing  that  some  other  method  of  expressing 
the  views  of  democracy. 

” The  first  lesson  to  be  learned  is  the  need 
for  education  and  propaganda,  c.ofc  only 
amongst  the  co-operators  but  :unungst  the 
general  public.  We  think  the  Central 
Education  Committee  of  the  Union  and  tlie 
Co-operative  Party  might  well  conie  together 
and  attempt  some  co-ordination  of  effort  in 
providing  for  an  educational  propaganda 
campaign  throughout  our  movement. 

Another  lesson  is  tliat  co-operative  repre- 
sentation on  local  bodies  and  in  Parliament 
mu  only  bs  obtained  by  the  systematic 
organisation  of  the  co-operative  vole  in 
every  constituency.  Tin’s,  however,  must 
not  be  left  until  the  election  actually  kikes 
place.  r , i 

"There  is  another  lesson.  Some  leaden? 
of  the  movement  never  hesitate  in  tlieir 
public  utterances  to  urge  that  the  business 
side  should  be  kept  dear  of  politics,  and 
readilv  put  forward  this  as  an  excuse  for 
their  apathy  in  not  helping  tlie  work  of  the 
Co-Operative  Party.  There  is  no  doubt  tliat 
at  the  present  time  the  opposition  k.F  private 
enterprise  in  local,  national,  and  inter- 
national affairs  is  just  as  great,  and  probably 
more  effective  in  some  directions,  t liat  m any 
period  of  the  war.  The  columns  of  the  ' Co- 
operative News  ’ week  by  week  attest  to  the 
impossibility  of  separating  co-operative  busi- 
ness from  co-operative  politics.  In  last 
week’s  issue  it  was  reported  tliat  an  influen- 
tial deputation  from  the  movement  dealt 
with  tlie  question  of  trade  boards,  and  the 
1 News  ' heading  refers  to  the  reply  as  ‘ Not 
very  hopeful.'  In  the  previous  week  a 
similar  experience  befel  a deputntim  with 
regard  to  tlie  removal  of  tlie  embargo  on 
Canadian  cattle.  -Mr.  E.  Water  sou's 
letter-bag  and  th©  report  of  his  work  in  the 
House  of  Commons  emphasise  the  point  of 
view  1 am  now  putting  forward  in  regard  to 
tlie  connection  between  co-operative  business 
ami  co-operative  politics. 

" In  the  East  Nottingham  bye-election  the 
greatest  publicity  and  the  most  effectiveness 


was  giveu  to  an  alleged  statement  tna<?e  by 
one  ol  our  co-operative  leaders  in  a speech  a 
lew  years  ago,  when  lie  referred  to  the  ideal 
of  the  co-operative  movement  being  to 
eliminate  the  private  trader.  We  may  bo 
sure  tliat  every  private,  trader  who  had 
business  premises  or  resided  in  East  Notting- 
ham took  good  care  to  record  his  vote  against 
Mr.  Jones.  Then  again  the  w.ilLs  of  tho 
constituency, were  placarded  with  statements 
such  as  this : ‘ Why  do  co-operators  refuse 
justice  to  their  bank  clerks?'  Handbills 
were  circulated  condemning  trio  attitude  of 
the  movement  towards  its  employees.  Then 
again,  posters  asked:  ‘Why  are  strikes 
necessary  within  the  co-operative  move- 
mentThe>se  are  some  of  the  tactics  cf  our 
opponents.  It  will  be  seen  that  we  must 
make  a serious  attempt  to  carry  out  in- 
operative ideals  in  connection  with  the  indus- 
trial side  of  our  movement. 

“ The  Co-operative  Party  went  into  the 
Nottingham  contest  determined  that  the 
prestige  of  the  party,  particularly  of  tlie 
Nottingham  Society,  at  tlie  end  of  the 
struggle  should  be  as  high,  if  not  higher, - 
than  at  the  beginning.  It  is  gratifying  to 
record  that  our  opponents  paid  a tribute  to 
the  clean,  straight  fight  put  up  by  our  cam 
didate  and  the  party. 

“ The  Co-operative  Party  feel.”  Mr.  Perrj 
continued,  "that  tlie  contest  at  Ea-st  NotU 
has  been  worth  while.  The  policy  of  the  co< 
operative  movement  and  tlie  party  is  some* 
thing  more  than  to  act  in  defence  of  tlie  co- 
operative movement.  Its  policy,  which 
should  b?  pressed  forward,  offers  a practical 
solution  to  the  problem  of  poverty  and  Indus- 
trial depression,  tlie  dealing  with  confliuti 
between  labour  and  capital,  and  outside  thd 
boundaries  of  our  own  country  the  promotion 
of  international  co-operation,  from  which  the 
happiness  of  the  peoples  must  be  secured." 


CO-OPERATORS  and  HONOURS 

WHAT  MR.  CLYNES  TOLD  THE 
HOUSE. 

In  the  course  of  the  “ honours  " debate 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday  night, 
Air.  J.  R.  Clvnes,  the  leader  of  the  Labour 
Party,  said  the  great  co-operative  organisa- 
tion had  never  had  the  same  State  recog- 
nition as  was  given  to  others.  Whilst  dis- 
tinctions had  been  conferred  on  the  heads 
of  private  businesses,  in  only  three  in- 
stances bad  any  distinction  been  conferred 
on  co-operative  leaders. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  (ndds  a cor  respon- 
dent) that  of  87  peerages.  235  baronetcies, 
and  1,577  knighthoods  granted  under  Mr. 
Lloyd  George's  direction.  26  new  peers,  130 
baronets,  and  481  knights  tome  into  the 
category  of  those  to  whom  the  honour  is 
giveu  for  “ business." 

Co-operators  hold  tliat  tlieir  movement 
is  more  than  a business  concern  ; that  it  is 
a big  movement  performing  a unique  social 
sendee,  and  that  any  of  its  leaders  who 
receive  honours  from  tlie  State  should 
receive  them  for  “ public-  services  ren- 
dered . ’ ’ 


By  Appointment. 

You  can  be  sure 
your  Milk  is  Pure 

It  is  only  natural  to  be  nervous 
about  milk  because  the  impurity  of 
the  public  milk  supply  is  so  well- 
known.  The  way  to  avoid  all 
possible  risk  is  to  use  Nestl6‘s.  It 
comes  from  cows  in  perfect  health ; 
it  is  absolutely  protected  from  con- 
- tamination  in  the  condenseries ; and 
it  is  obviously  impossible  for 
Nestles  to  become  contaminated 
during  transit.  For  over  fifty  years 
Nestles  has  stood  for  Perfection 
and  Protection. 

NESTLES 

MILK 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

Demand  Nestle's— always.  Ur 
serves  you  right  ! ALL  WAYS. 
NESTLES,  6-8.  EASTCHEAP.  E.C.3. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


SHAKESPEARE  ON 

THE  LAWN. 

STUDENTS'  REUNION  AT 

“ SHORNELLS.” 

VALUABLE  CLASS  WORK. 


July  22,  1922. 


Tiie  educational  committee  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society  have  adopted  a broad  and 
enlightened  policy  in  the  arrangement  of 
their  classes.  There  was  a time  when  a 
narrow  limit  was  placed  on  subjects  selected 
for  co-operative  students.  Now  the  ten- 
dency is  to  widen  the  avenue  of  knowledge 
and  to  afford  facilities  for  training  which 
will  enable  the  students  to  appreciate  the 
higher  forms  of  literature  and  art.  Working 
in  conjunction  with  the  London  County 
Council,  the  educational  department  during 
the  1921-22  session  have  been  able  to  hold 
an  increased  number  of  classes,  most  of 
which  have  been  continued  during  the 
summer  months. 

Classes  have  been  held  at  Shornells,  the 
society’s  delightful  educational  centre,  deal- 
ing with  literature,  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Monica  Thorne,  L.A.M.,  the  appreciation  of 
music,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  John 
Rodgers,  Mus.  Buc.,  and-  elocution  taught 
• by  Miss  Alice  Winn.  The  other  subjects 
taken  up  include  Psychology,  “Labour:  A 
Force  of  Hope  and  Guidance,”  Salesman- 
ship, Sociology,  Co-operation,  Industrial 
History,  and  Esperanto.  The  teachers  of 
the  last-named  subjects  were  Miss  F.  K. 
Morris,  B.Sc.,  Mr.  Denny,  B.A.,  Mr.  White- 
house,  Mr.  Collinson,  Mr.  E.  G,  Saunders, 
and  Miss  Catherine  Webb.  The  attendance 
has  been  satisfactory,  and  the  results  of 
the  classes  are  in  .every  way. encouraging. 

Shakespearian  So2ncs. 

A large  party  of  visitors  to  Shornells  on 
Saturday  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of 
the  successful  results  of  the  training  of  the 
students.  The  occasion  was  the  holding  of 
a students’  reunion — a new»departure  in  the 
society’s  summer  fixtures.  A proscenium 
had  bean  elected  on  the  lawn,  which,  with 
its  tree-sheltered  borders,  formed  a pic- 
turesque and  pleasing  open-air  theatre. 
The  j;erfcrmanees  were  of  a high  order  of 
merit,  affording  ample  proof  of  the  pains- 
taking  efforts  of  the  teachers.  The  Shake- 
spearian scenes  were  somewhat  ambitious 
effort. but  the  enthusiasm  of  the  per- 
formers carried  them  through  to  a suc- 
cessful achievement. 

The  delightful  comedy  of  Scene  3,  Act  3, 
ol  “ The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,”  where 
Fal  staff  is  put  into  the  washing  basket  by 
Mistresses  Ford  and  Page,  was  entered  into 
with  spirit  by  the  elocution  class  conducted 
by  Miss  A.  Winn  at  Brockley  and  New 
Gross.  The  amusing  situations  were  well 
brought  out. 

There  was  some  creditable  character  act- 
ing in  a street  scene,  entitled  “ Waiting 
for  the  ’Bus,”  performed  by  the  Rushey 
Green  afternoon  elocution  class.  Here  were 
depicted  all  sorts  and  conditions  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  the  ’bus.  A sarcastic  police- 
man— a lifelike  study — added  to  the  gaiety 
of  the  scene. 

A Lady  Shy  lock. 

The  Shornells  elocution  class  gave  a very 
meritorious  performance  of  the  trial  scene 
from  “ The  Merchant  of  Venice” — a by  no 
means  easy  task  for  histrionic  novices.  As 
in  the  other  Shakespearian  selections,  the 
whole  of  the  parts  were  taken  by  ladies. 
It  was  certainly  a novelty  to  find  a ladv 
Shylock. 

Another  pleasing  feature  was  the  presen- 
tation of  the  third  scene  from  “The  Win- 
ter’s Tale  ” by  the  Brockley  and  New  Cross 
elocution  class.  This  is  the  scene  in  which 
Hernnone  appears  as  a statue.  The  points 
of  tile  play  were  ably  depicted  bv  the  stu- 
dents." These  performances  were  made  addi- 
tionally interesting  by  the  excellent 
synopses  of  the  plays  given  by  Miss  Winn. 

Th©  programme  also  included  n duologue 
and  recitation  by  studeuts,  selections  by 
tli©  Shornells  orchestra,  under  the  conduc- 
tor ship  of  Mr.  John  Rodgers,  and  a sketch 
“The  Burglar  and  the  Girl,”  bv  the  Rushey 
Green  evening  elocution  class,  which  is 
conducted  by  Mrs.  Monica  Thorne. 

800  Students. 

During  the  evening  Mr.  J.  Dickinson 
(chairman  of  the  _ educational  committee) 
stated  that  the  society,  in  conjunction  with 
the  L.C.C.,  had  conducted  twen  tv-three 
classes,  which  had  been  attended  bv  800 
students.  The  whole  of  the  classes' dealt 
with  non-tech  meal  subjects.  The  education 
committee  believed  that  they  could  make 
no  true  progress  unless  -they  hail  true  edu- 
cation. This  must  be  ordered  and  methodi- 
cal, directed  to  one  particular  thing.  They 
wanted  to  develop  a system  of  education 
in  order  that,  when  called  upon,  they  might 
lie  able  to  direot  tli©  affairs  of  the  society 
or  of  the  municipality,  or  the  State,  if  ne^d 
lie.  They  wanted  to  found  a system  of 
education  which  would  not  only  make  intelli- 
gent subordinates,  but  provide  capable 
leaders  who  would  take  the  lead 

Mr.  Burbidge  (headmaster  of  the  Plani- 
sh™1, Institute)  stated  that  it  always 
afforded  him  pleasure  to  visit  Shornells  and 
to  see  the  splendid  educational  work  which 
was  being  accomplished.  The  work  was  in 
its  infancy,  and  would  grow  from  year  to 
year. 

pie  arrangements  were  capably  carried 
out  by  the  reception  committee,  comprising 
Messrs.  J.  Dickinson,  O.  J.  Chalkley,  W. 

1.  Davis,  Mesdames  Saunders,  Munson. 
Webster,  and  Akerman. 


LOOKING  BACKWARD. 


FIFTY  YEARS  OF  PROGRESS  AT  ENFIELD. 


JUBILEE  CELEBRATIONS. 


[By  Our  London  Correspondent.] 


With  appropriate  rejoicings  the  members 
of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society  celebrated 
their  jubilee  last  week.  The  society 
formed  at  a public  meeting  held  in  the 
dining-room  of  the  Royal  Small  Arms 
Factory  at  Enfield  Lock,  on  July  13th 
1872,  and  the  first  purchase  was  a chest,  of 
tea  obtained  from  capital  subscribed 
threepenny  instalments.  A back  room  in 
the  secretary’s  house  in  Bell-lane,  Enfield 
Highway,  did  duty  as  a store  in  these  early 
days,  and  the  society  had  to  face  dis- 
appointments and  losses  at  the  start.  But 
in  spite  of  this  setback  the  committee  and 
officers  worked  with  zeal  and  determination 
to  put  the  organisation  on  a sound  b; 

In  those  days  the  committee,  beside: 
managing  the  society  and  serving  in  the 
store,  were  expected  to  go  round  to  the 
members  to  collect  subscriptions,  canvass 
for  orders,  and  even  when  necessary,  t< 
deliver  the  goodis  to  the  members’  homes 
There  was  an  uphill  struggle  until  the 
December  quarter  of  1880,  wlifen  the  sales 
exceeded  £600  for  the  quarter  ; but  a store 
was  eventually  erected  in  Mandeville-road, 
and  this  was  opened  in  January,  1881 
'JJliree  years  later  the  committee  showed 
their  initiative  by  opening  a bakery,  which 
had  the  effect  of  at  once  bringing  down 
the  price  of  bread  in  the  district. 

Happier  times  were  in  store  for  the 
society.  The  first  branch  store  was  opened 
iu  Ponder’s  End  in  1889,  and  in  the’  follow 
ing  year  phenomenal  progress  was  made, 
there  being  an  unprecedented  influx  of  new 
members  and  extension  of  business.  At 
the  December  quarter.  1891.  the  member 
ship  had  grown  to  725,  and  sales  to  £4,438 
Mr.  G.  H.  Mew  was  appointed  permanent 
secretary  on  July  17th,  1891,  and  he  is  now 
the  general  manager.  An  educational 
committee  was  appointed  in  1892,  and  edu- 
cational work  has  received  a good  deal  of 
attention,-  with  the  result  that  eleven 
branches  of  the  Women’s  Guild  have  been 
formed,  in  addition  to  two  mixed  guilds, 
four  junior  guilds,  six  children's  circles,  a 
senior  and  junior  choir,  and  a junior 
orchestra.  The  work  is  now  carried  on 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  D.  Mason  (full- 
time secretary). 

Recent  Developments. 

In  recent  years  the  soeietv  lias  extended 
its  operations  as  far  as  -Hertford,  and 
steadily  consolidated  its  position.  The 
activities  include  farming  and  a nurserv. 
Here  were  produced  last  year  272J  quarters 
°|  °a.ts,  IO84  quarters  of  wheat,  24  quarters 
of  mixed  corn,  12  quarters  of  beans,  69 
tons  of  potatoes,  six  tons  of  other  vege- 
tables, 180  tons  of  mangold  wurzels,  44 
tons  of  tomatoes,  and  about  70  tons  of  hay 
and  straw. 

The  members'  total  17,000,  and  their 
share  and  loan  capital  amounts  tp  £281,000. 
In  addition,  small  savings  deposits  total 
£10,075,  reserve  funds  £13,000,  depree 
tion  funds  over  £40,000,  and  balance  at 
bank  over  £65,000.  There  are  thirteen 
brancli  shops,  eight  bread  shops,  and  two 
butchery  shops,  the  number  6f  employees 
being  398.  The  sales  per  annum  total 
£600,000.  Further  extensions  are  con- 
templated, for  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a new 
store  in  London-road.  Enfield,  when  the 
conditions  for  building  become  more  favour- 
able. Here  there  are  great  possibilities  for 
increasing  the  business. 

C.W.S.  Exhibition. 

A varied  and  interesting  programme  had 
been  arranged  in  connection  with  the 
jubilee  celebration.  The  most  important 
event  was  the  holding  of  an  exhibition  of 
C.W.S.  productions  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  Enfield  Highway.  The  hall  was 
attractively  arranged  and  decorated. 
Prominent  over  the  • platform  was  the 
motto:  “Fifty — still  going  strong.”  Popu- 
lar features  were  the  soap  milling 
machinery  and  the  cigarette  making. 
Samples  were  shown  of  the  leading  lines 
which  are  produced  in  the  C.W.S.  works, 
giving  an  indication  of  the  wide  extent  of 
co-operative  productions.  Explanatory 
lectures  were  given  by  Mr,  F.  Roekell,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  exhibition,  on  Fridav 
and  Saturday  afternoon.  The  many  advan- 
tages offered  by  the  Co-operative  Insurance 
Society  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
visitors  at  the  society’s  stand,  and  in  this 
connection  it  is  worth  noting  that  the 
collective  life  assurance  scheme  was  adopted 
by  the  Enfield  Society  on  September  8tli, 
1917.  Since  that  time  750  claims  have  been 
paid,  amounting  to  £5,200. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  exhibition 
took  place  on  Thursday  afternoon.  Mr. 
John  Hood  (president)  occupied  the  chair. 
There  were  also  on  the  platform  Mr.  T.  G. 
Arnold  (C.W.S.  director),  Messrs.  G.  H. 
Mew  (general  manager),  E.  Harker  (secre- 
tary), D,  Mason  (educational  secretary),  O. 
Thread-gold  (chairman  of  the  education 
committee),  W.  G.  Price  and  W.  Balaam 
(management  committee).  The  following 
pioneers  were  present: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  W. 


May,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H*  Rudkin,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  G.  Wilson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hitch.  Mr. 
May  was  a former  secretary  of  the  society. 
Mr.  Hitch,  who  was  one  of  the  original 
committeemen,  is  now  ninety-one  and  his 
wife  is  ninety-two. 

The  Society's  Origin. 

The  Chairman,  in  opening  the  proceed- 
ings, said  that  on  July  13th,  1872  there 
was  a meeting  held  at  the  Small  Anns 
factory,  at  which  it  was  decided  to  start 
a co-operative  association.  That  associa- 
tion, some  little  time  afterwards,  assumed 
the  title  of  the  Enfield  Highway  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  as  it  was  known  to-day.  The 
lapse  of  time  justified  them  in  celebrating 
the  jubilee:  they  had  completed  fifty  years 
of  their  existence  that  day.  A6  members 
of  the  society,  he  wished  them  all  “ very 
happy  returns  of  the  birthday,”  and  that 
the  future  might  be  vastly  greater,  more 
important,  and  more  progressive  than 
during  the  past  fifty  years.  (Applause.) 
If  they  "did  all  that  they  could  do,  the  next 
fifty  years  would  see  great  developments  in 
the  society.  He  was  proud  to  have  on  the 
platform  four  of  the  pioneers  with  their 
wives.  (Applause.)  They  were  celebrating 
the  jubilee  by  holding  a co-operative  pro- 
ductive exhibition,  with  the  object  of  en- 
couraging the  members  to  demand,  when 
they  went  into  the  "shops,  a greater  quan- 
tity of  C.W.S.  products. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Arnold,  in  declaring  the  ex- 
hibition open,  said  lie  was  delighted  tp  be 
there  to  “ do  his  little  bit  ” in  joining  in 
the  jubilee  celebration,  and  in  congratu- 
lating the  Enfield  Society  upon  achieving 
their  fiftieth  anniversary.  Such  an  event 
was  no  light  one  in  the  history  of  any 
society.  O11  such  an  occasion  they  could 
look  back  over  the  road  that  had  been 
travelled,  and  take  their  course  from  past 
experience,  still  hoping  for  greater  pros- 
perity in  the  future. 

The  question  of  insurance  and  banking, 
both  of  which  were  vital  to  the  movement, 
had  not  been  dealt  with  fifty  years  ago. 
During  the  half-century  the  “ Co-operative 
News”  was  established,  the  jubilee  of 
which  was  celebrated  last  year,  and 
also  the  Co-operatjve  Union,  which  had 
done  60  much  by  propaganda,  by  advice, 
and  by  education  in  the  development  of  the 
movement.  This  year  was  not  only  the 
jubilee  of  the  Enfield  Society,  but  of  the 
first  productive  .works  established  b>  the 
C.W.S.  Fifty  years  ago  the  Crumpsall 
biscuit  works  were  opened,  followed  in  the 
same  year  by  the  boot  works  at  leieester. 
Mr.  Arnold  proceeded  to  describe  the 
development  of  the  productive  side  of  the 
movement.  They  were  able  to  see  that 
day,  lie  continued,  many  of  the  C.W.S. 
productions,  but  that  must  not  be  consi- 
dered as  a complete  exhibition,  because  the 
ramifications  were  so  vast  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  show  even  a fiftieth 
part  of  the  variety  of  things  manufactured 
by  the  C.W.S.  There  was  hardly  a domestic 
requirement  which  could  not  be  supplied  in 
the  main  from  the  C.W.S.  works.  The 
exhibition  asked  them  to  examine  the 
goods,  and  having  compared  the  quality 
they  would  be  able  to  go  to  the  stores  anil 
support  the  C'.W.S.  By  supporting  the 
society  they  were  supporting  themselves. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Arnold  formally  declared 
the  exhibition  open. 

Cheers  for  the  Pioneers. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Price  (management  commit- 
tee) proposed  a vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Arnold.  He  stated  that  Mr.  Arnold  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society,  and  what  he  did  not  know  about 
co-operation  in  the  London  area,  Enfield 
could  not  tell  him.  In  London  the  move- 
ment was  gradually  closing  in  until  there 
was  no  ground  which  would  not.  be  covered. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  W.  Balaam  (management  commit- 
tee), in  seconding.  Raid  that  in  celebrating 
the  jubilee  they  ought  to  show  their  appre- 
ciation of  the  pioneers  for  their  past  ser- 
vices. (Applause.) 

The  proposal  was  unanimously  passed, 
and  at  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman 
three  cheers  were  given  for  the  pioneers. 


GIFTS  TO  MANAGER. 

FORTY  YEARS  AT  NORWICH 


The  employees  of  the  Norwich  Soeiet 
assembled  in  large  numbers  on  Mon4» 
evening  July  10th,  at  the  Cooperative  \J 
stitute,  St.  Stephen’  s-street,  to  show  thoir 
appreciation,  111  a tangible  form,  of  Mr  1 
J,"  (general  manager),  who  is  retire 
shortly  by  presenting  him  with  a handsom! 
silver  bowl  and  photograph. 

Mr  Gee  joined  the  society,  in  1878 
was  elected  a member  of  the  committee  'wW 
the  annual  business  was  £1,578.  In  ira-il1 
was  appointed  secretary,  and  in  190-1  S® 
betaine  genera  manager,  a position  which  L 
has  filled  with  high  distinction  to 
a,1d 'advantage  to  the  society. 

* . I?ickerson  WHS  ill  the  chair  sur, 
ported  by  Mr.  H IV.  Neale  (seereUry  S 
tile  society)  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Lewie  <ce„j5 
grocery  manager). 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  met  to  show 
their  respect  to  their  esteemed  man  am 
who  had  been  with  the  society  „A* 
employee  just  forty  years.  “ 

Mr.  Neale  presented  the  bowl  on  behalf 
of  the  employees,  and  spoke  of  the  good 
feeling  that  existed  between  the  eeneVo 
manager  and  the  employees.  Mr.  Gee  hn 
said,  had  been  a friend  to  the  employees 

and  a rrtwl  Knemann'  I) : * . 3 


Previous  to  Ml 
he  Was  a 1 

, - , , v,'-  ■—•'ww  «<•  management  . 

he  had  therefore  served  the  society  a total 
of  forty-four  years. 


Gee  becoming  an  employee,  he  was  .1 

ef . management,  »„J 


Mr.  Lewis/ 


, . v > Presenting  to  Mr.  Gee  a 

hue  photograph  of  the  managers  and  heads 
of  departments,  said  the  departmental  and 
branch  managers  appreciated  Mr.  Gee’s 
acts  of  kindness  and  good  advice,  and  also 
the  active  part  he  took  in  the  employees' 
social. events.  In  presenting  Mrs.  Gee  with 
a handsome  umbrella,  Mr.  Lewis  wished 
that  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gee  would  have 
good  health  and  strength  for  many  years 
to  come. 

Mr.  Gee,  in  reply,  said  he  did  not  know 
how  to  express  his  thanks  for  the  handsome 
presents  and  the  great  kindness  shown  both 
to  him  and  Mrs  Gee.  In  alluding  u.  hia 
early  days  in  the  movement,  he  said  the 
first  week's  sales  were  £28.  He  was  tho 
“r®t.  Norwich  delegate  appointed  to  the 
L.M.b.  quarterly  meeting  and  Co-operative 
Congress. 

Mrs.  Gee  said  she  was  very  pleased  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  being  present 
amongst  such  a large  number  of  the  em- 
ployees, and  heartily  thanked  them  for 
their  present  and  the  kind  words  that  had 
been  said. 

Mr.  Gee  lias  been  presented  with  two 
water  colours  in  gilt  frames,  and  Mrs.  flee 
with  an  armchair  by  the  travelling  staff  of 
Die  C.W.S.  Mr.  Francis  (C.W.S.)  made 
the  presentation,  suppoited  by  Messrs  Lock 
and  Clarke. 


Publicity  Parade. 

An  imposing  pro^ssion  of  about  .fifty  of 
the  society’s  vehicles  started  from  Hull 
Plain,  Hertford,  on  Thursday  afternoon, 
headed  by  the  Waltham  Cross  and  Ghes- 
hunt  Prize  Band.  The  chief  marshal  was 
Mr.  C.  Evans  (assistant  general  manager). 
The  route  was  through  Hoddesden,  Wal- 
tham Cross,  to  Ponders  End.  The  whole 
display  was  of  an  attractive  character,  and 
served  ns  a valuable  advertisement  for  the 
society  and;  its  operations.  The  decorations 
of  the  vehicles  were  partly  done  by  the 
women’s  guilds,  the  junior’  guilds,  arid  the 
children's  circles.  Various  striking 
tableaux  were  included  for  the  purpose  of 
advertising  C.W.S.  goods  and  the  co- 
operative press. 

Prizes  were  given  for  the  best  decorated 
horses  and  vehicles,  the  judges  being 
Messrs.  Campion  (C.W.S.)  and  Allen  (Roval 
Arsenal  Society).  A high  standard  of 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


WORKERS’  PRESS. 

CO-OPERATORS  AND  A DAILY 
PAPER. 

The  quarterly  conference  of  the  Metro- 
politan District  of  the  Women’s  Guild  was 
held  on  Thursday,  July  6th,  at  the  Public 
Hall,  Chase  Side,  Plnfield.  There  was  an 
attendance  of  about  eighty  delegates. 

The  chief  business  of  the  afternoon  was 
an  address  by  Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd  (secre- 
tary to  the  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society)  on 
“The  Workers’  Press.”  He  urged  tluit  all 
present  should  -see  that  members  of  com- 
mittees were  elected  who  were  readers  of 
the  co-operative  press,  and  he  gave  details 
as  to  the  pushing  of  sales. 

There  were  many  questions,  which  were 
dealt  with  by  Mr.  Hibberd  and  Mrs.  I’idgeon 
(a  member  of  the  Advisory  Committee). 
Some  part  of  the  discussion  centred  upon 
the  question  of  co-operating  with  the  trade 
unionists  ami  Labour  Party  to  make  tbo 
“ Daily  Herald  ” a success,  adopting  it  as 
an  organ  for  the  united  parties. 

Mr.  Hibberd.  in  his  reply,  pointed  out  tho 
extreme  difficulties  in  the  way  of  establish- 
ing a daily  newspaper  of  any  kind,  the  chief 
being  that  the  bulk  of  the  co-operators  had 
no  desire  for  a daily  paper.  When  they 
wanted  one  they  would  get  it.  In  thev 
meantime,  they  had  weekly  and  monthly 
periodicals,  which  should  be  supported  and 
made  much  more  successful  than  they  were. 

A vote  of  thanks  concluded  the  proceed- 
ings, after  which  the  delegates  adjourned 
for  tea. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

merit  was  reached,  and  the  judges  had 
some  difficulty  in  making  the  awards. 

On  Thursday  evening  a concert  was  given 
St.  Augustine’s  Hall,  where  a pleasing 
programme  was  carried  out  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Central.  Waltham  Abbey,  and 
Waltham  Cross  children’s  circles,  the 
members  of  which  had  been  well  trained  far* 
the  occasion. 

The  members  of  the  junior  guilds  gave  3 
concert  on  Friday  evening,  a special  feature 
being  the  tableaux  in  which  the  Contra! 
Junior  Guild  took  part.  On  Saturday 
evening  tho  festivities  closed  with  a con- 
cert-meeting, which  was  held  in  the  East* 
field-road  Council  School.  A varied  P1-^" 
gramme  was  carried  out  by  the  society 9 
choir,  under  the  eonductorship  of  Mr.  A.  J- 
Franklin,  and  other  artistes.  During  the 
evening  congratulatory  speeches  were  de- 
livered in  connection  with  the  society 8 
jubilee. 
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THE  GUILDS  AND  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
MOVEMENT. 


WHAT  IS  THEIR  RELATIONSHIP? 


SOME  REPLIES  TO  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


A few  weeks  ago  our  “ Special  Commissioner  " returned  to  the  question  of  the 
relationship  between  the  guild  movement  and  the  co-operative  movement,  in 
the  expectation  that  the  subject  might  bo  fully  discussed,  with  a view  to  avoid- 
ing conflict  between  organisations  composed  very  largely  of  the  same  people. 
The  following  are  among  some  of  the  letters  received.  Some  of  them  have 
had  to  be  cut  down.  Wa  hope  to  print  more  views  next  week.— Ed.,  “ C.N.” 


The  Building  Guild's  Proposals. 

Sin, — Pressure  of  work  and  constant 
travellingjiave  prevented  me  from  referring 
to  an  interesting  and  suggestive  article  in 
^vour  issue  of  June  24th  by  your  “ Special 
Commissioner.” 

His  theme,  stated  simply,  is  that  there  is 
a growing  cleavage  between  the  co-operative 
and  guild  movements.  He  bases  his  case 
partly  on  theory,  but  mainly  because  the 
guilds  must  inevitably  compete  with  the 
co-operative  society  both  in  manufacture 
and  distribution.  He  also  remarks  that 
.some  such  development  as  this  was  fore- 
seeic  and  that  he  himself  suggested  a “ full- 
dress  discussion  of  all  the  possibilities  before 
Congress,  so  as  to  avoid  conflict.” 

Dealing  with  the  last  point  first,  I may 
remark  that  1 said  this  veiy  thing  to  the 
finance  committee  (of  the  C.W.S.?)  when 
interviewing  them  a year  ago'  upon  the 
affairs  of  the  Building  Guild.  But  we  of 
the  Building  Guild  went  further;  we  under- 
took to  carry  out  all  tuilding  contracts  on 
a guild  labour  agreement  under  which  the 
C.SV.S.  would  have  full  control,  the  labour 
only  being  organised  by  the  guild  on  our 
system  of  continuous  pay.  Moreover,  to 
avoid  any  charge  of  slacking,  we  were  will- 
ing to  tender  a maximum  price  for  the 
labour  for  any  contract  obtained  by  the 
C.W.S.  Personally,  I greatly  favoured 
some  such  arrangement,  because  I was 
anxious  to  show  a solid  front  to  the  private 
employer.  And,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
our  offer  still  holds  good.  In  my  opinion, 
it  would  be  one  of  the  most  significant  de- 
velopments in  the  history  of  working-class 
organisation.  I mention  it  here  as  a proof 
.that  we  of  the  Building  Guild,  apart  from 
theory,  have  proved  our  desire  to  maintain 
organic  unity  with  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. I do  not  know  on  what  grounds  our 
offer  was  not  accepted.  I do  not  even  know 
whether  it  has  been  definitely  rejected. 

In  the  earlier  stages  we  had  an  informal 
understanding  not  to  tender  against  each 
other.  On  one  occasion,  although  ours  was 
the  lowest  tender)  we  withdrew  in  favour 
of  the  C.W.S.  Imagine  our  chagrin  when 
the  local  co-operative  society  concerned 
promptly  gave  the- contract'  to  • a • private 
builder ! 1 

I hope,  therefore,  you  will  agree  that,  so 
far  as  goodwill  to  the  C.W.S.  is  concerned, 
we  have  not  been  lackftig.  Nor  shall  we 
ever  forget  the  practical  support  extended 
to  us  by  the  C.W.S.  Bank  when  we  started. 
Om  attitude  always  has  been  friendly. 

Whilst  your  “Special  Commissioner  ” is 
right  that  there  will  be  some  competition 
between  the  guilds  and  the  co-operative 
movement,  it  would  be  wise  to  regard  this  in 
only  a limited  sense  and  as  a passing  phase. 
So  far  as  I ran  forecast  the  future  (a  futile 
occupation),  I do  not  think  that  distribu- 
tion is  likely  to  be  a guild  function.  The 
guilds  are  certain  to  develop,  in  the  next 
decade  on  the  productive  side — building, 
furniture,  clothing,  dairy  produce,  agricul- 
ture • in  these  there  is  already  a guild  be- 
ginning; hut  by  no  stretch  of  imagination 
can  I visualise -any  effoctive  competition 
with  a gigantic  institution  like  the  co-opera- 
tive movenfent.  It  is  true  that  the  first 
three  guilds  indicated  are  supplying  the 
user  direct;  but  all  three  decline  to  permit 
any  kind  of  profiteering  by  the  middlemen. 
But  regarding  distribution  in  its  broad 
sweep,  I am  certain  that  it  will  develop  on 
its  own  lines. 

Assuming,  therefore,  that  it  is  only  the 
productive  guilds  that  need  be  considered 
in  the  near  future,  how  do  we  stand  in 
regard  to  the  co-operative  movement?  In 
-lay  opinion,  that  depends  absolutely  upon 
the  C.W.S.  and  its  allied  bodies.  What  is 
the  fundamental  issue?  Functional  control 
and  industrial  maintenance.  At  present 
this  issue  looms  no  - bigger  than  a man's 
hand.  But  look  out ! 

The  question,  therefore,  is  whether  the 
C.W.S.  would  not  he  well  advised  to  con- 
sider seriously  the  underlying  principles, 
and  see  whether  it  ought  not  to  pioneer  the 
way  by  applying  them.  It  would  speedily 
discover  that,  so  far  from  the  danger  of  a 
cleavage,  there  would  be  ^substantial  unity. 
This  is  not. to  say  that  we  have  no  theo- 
retical differences.  Of  course  we  have — 
notably  on  the  question  of  dividends.  But 
I indorse  your  “Special  Commissioner’s” 
view  that  theory  should  hot  so  far  divide 
us  as  to  give  openings  Jo  the  common 
enemy.  Even  more  emphatically  I endorse 
his  suggestion  that  the  whole  position 
should  be  carefully  revised,  either  at  Con- 
gress or  a joint  conference. — Yours  faith- 
fully, S.  G.  Hobson. 

National  Building  Guild  Ltd.,  259.  Upper 
Brook-street,  Manchester,  July  12th,  1922. 

The  Purpose  of  the  Guilds. 

9re, — Here's  wishing  success  to  your 
“Special  Commissioner’s”  demand  that 
the  movement  consider  how  it  stands,  or 
ought  to  stand,  in  relation  to.  the  guilds. 
But  why  was  his  article  so  hesitating?  Why 
■jwufl  -Jie  so  - ^r^.ful  .ijv,  not.  mentioning  the 
Biotive  that,  underlies  the  guilds?  . It  i-is 


easily  stated  : Industry  organised  for  ser- 
vice, and  controlled  by  those  who  work  in 
the  industry. 

How  could  trade  unionists  who  believe  in 
the  right  to  control  their  own  labour  at- 
tempt. to  realise  their  desires  without  form- 
ing the  guilds.  The  employees  of  the 
co-operative  societies  have  no  more  voice  in 
the  control  of  their  labour  than  the 
employees  of  any- capitalist  concern. 

Can  we  wonder  at  some  guild  publicists 
ignoring  or  condemning  the  co-operative 
movement,  when  we  know  that  many  mem- 
bers’ quarterly  meetings  are  about  as 
idealistic  ns  a shareholders’  meeting  of  an 
ordinary  joint-stock  company? — Yours,  &c., 
Jambs  D.  Evans. 

1Q9,  .Norton  Way,  Letch  worth, 

Competition,  but  no  Conflict. 

■ Sin, — Your  “ Special  Commissioner  ” uses 
the  word-  “ conflict  ” in  his  article  on  the 
Workers’  Guilds..  I do  not  hold  a brief  for 
the  defence  of  the  Workers’  Guilds,  but  as 
a co-operator  I do  resent  the  choioe  of  the 
word  ° conflict  ” in  reference  to  this  kindred 
movement  that  has  come  to  st-i.v.  There 
are  not  more  than  two  million  trade 
unionists  influenced  by  the  co-operative 
movement ; there  are  six  millions  outside. 
Is  there  not  room  enough  for  work  for  all 
without  “conflict”? 

Six-sevenths  of  the  trade  of  the  country  is 
outside  the  co-operative  movement;  and  if 


With  the  help  of  certain  members  of  the 
Wuineil’A  Guild,  tlie  education  committee  of 
the  Kettering  Industrial  Society  have  devel- 
oped a system  ef  distributing  the  “ Co-opera- 
tive News”  weekly  to  the  bonie  of  the 
members  i'biit  have  also  received  unexpected 
help  from  “Nipper,”  the  precocious  little 
wire-haired  terrier  owned  by  Mr.  H. ’Daniels, 
110,  Prince’  s-street,  Kettering.  (Mr. 
-Daniels  is  one  of  the  News  ” distributers). 

Doubtless- if  he  were  a two-legged  animal 
“ Nipper  would  bo  a- firm  believer- in  the 
Cooperative  movement;  us  it  is  his  sym- 


the  only  spirit  we  can  show  is  jealous  an- 
tagonism to  kindred  workers,  how  can  we 
expect  to  bring  it  in?  And  if  we  do  nob 
make  friendly  overtures  to  those  in  the 
same  beat  who  have  more  right  there  than 
we  have,  where  is  our  Commonwealth  ? 

The  Workers’  Guilds  are  destined  to  meet 
a need  with  which  the  co-operative  move- 
ment has  shown  itself  unable  to  cope  satis- 
factorily. If  some  of  the  committees  and 
societies  would  turn  over  their  unprofitable 
productive  concerns  to  the  Workers’  Guilds, 
it  would  go  a long  way  towards  solving  the 
trade  union  “conflict”  within  the  move- 
ment.— Yours,  &c.,  J.  Harrison. 

10,  Lambton-road,  Stockton-oiv-Tees. 

The  Productive  Societies. 

Sir, — Your  “ Special  Commissioner  ” re- 
fers to  the  competition  of  guilds  with 
co-operation.  Are  not  the  various  produc- 
tive societies  in  a somewhat  similar  position 
to  the  guilds?  They  seek  to  capture  the 
support  of  tlie  members  of  the  co-operative 
societies,  the  majority  of  which  are 
federated  with  the  C.W.S.  If  the  various 
guilds  can  bring  about  a more  just  inter- 
pretation of  the  principles  of  co-operation, 
they  are  worthy  of  our  support. 

“ We  are  constantly  reminded  that  tlie 
trade  unionists  are  co-operators,  and  the 
co-operators  trade  unionists.”  The  rank 
and  file  may  be,  but  the  C.W.S.  directors, 
along  with  the  rest  of  the  staff,  can  scarcely 
be  termed  trade,,  unionists  when  they  seek 
to  be  absolved  from  trade  union  member-' 
ship. 

“Special  Commissioner”  touches  a vital 
spot  in  the  paragraph  relating  to  the 
I.L.P.,  the  Labour  Party,  and  their  possible 
connection  with  the  guild  movement.  Make 
,no  mistake  ; he  hits  the  nail  on  the  head; 
he  points  oujf  a very  important  economic 
development. 

Co-operation  stands  for  a fuller  life,  for 
justice  and  equality.  Do  the  employees  in 
the  various  productive  works  connected  with 
our  Wholesale  Society  fare  any  better  than 
those  ill  private,  employ?  Have  they  any 
jpore  say  with  regard  to  conditions  of  work 
and  wages  than  have  others?  Have  they, 
in  general,  that  love,  that  devotion  to  their 
work  that  is  inspired  by  the  guild  system  of 
ownership  and  control?  If  not,  why  not? — 
Yours  faithfully,  Dewdrop. 


pnthies  find  expression  in  the  unique  delivery 
of  tlie  “Co-operative  News”  to  Mrs. 
Daniels’  regular  customers. 

Week  by  week  “Nipper”  looks  forward 
-with  pleasure  to  “ doing  his  hit  ” as  lie  is 
always  alert  on  Fridays  when  Mrs.  Daniels 
brings  home  her  bundle  of  the  “ News,”  and 
lie  is  soon  trotting  ofF  to  the  neighbours, 
living  eome  little  distance  up  the  street, 
without  the  least  hesitation. 

In  our  photograph  this  clever  little  doggie 
is  seen  handing  over  his  charge  with  evident 
relish. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS 
THINK. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

CAPITAL  REDEMPTION  FUND. 

Sm,— I should  Like  to  join  issue  with  Air. 
Major  in  his  letter  on  above  subject. 

A capital  redemption  fund  is  not 
identical  with  n reserve  fund.  A reserve 
fund  is  intended  to  meet  unexpected  losses, 
and,  in  some  cases,  to  equalise  the  dividend 
A capital  redemption  fund  should  not  be 
entrenched  upon  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

The  idea  that  all  the  capital  in  the  co- 
operative movement  should  be  oullegtively 
°'vned.  is.  I admit,  rather  a tall  order,  but 
the  .Co-operative  Commonwealth  is  aloo 
lather  a tall  order,  and  includes,  I imagine, 
the  idea  of  collectively-owned  capital. 

Mr.  Major  appears  to  fall  into  a strange 
error  in  asserting  that  with  a yearly  contri- 
bution equal  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  capital, 
it  would  take  twenty  years  to  redeem  it 
Without  any  interest  paid  on  the  redemjv 
tion  fund  it  would  take  only  ten  years,  with 
interest  at  5 per  oent.  added  tlie  perickl 
would  be  a little  over  eight  years.  To 
redeem  the  capital  ia  twenty  years  only 
about  3 per  cent,  of  the.,total  'capital  would 
have  to  be  allocated  yearly.  This  is  assum- 
ing that  the  fund  would  be  treated  as  share 
capital  until  the  redemption  was  completed. 
As  the  total  share  capital  increased,  the 
trade  surplus  and  allocation  tp  redemption 
fund  should  increase  pari  passu,  so.  that  the 
period  required  for  redemption  would  not  be 
altered. 

Again,  the  analogy  drawn  from  the 
balance  sheet  of  the  multiple  concern  j«  mis- 
leading. The  past  year  has  been  abnormally 
bad  for  nearly  all  trading  concerns.  Hie 
usual  rat?  of  dividend  paid  by  our  ino^t  .suc- 
cessful multiple  competitors  * is  far  Higher 
than  HLper  cent.  But  arguing- from 'this 
10  per  c-ent.  dividend  on  capital  paid  by  one 
company,  Mr.  Major  deduces  that  tli^a  co- 
operative consumer after  5 per  -:ent.  has 
been  paid  on  the  share  capital,  only  benefits 
to  the  extent  of  3d.  in  the  pound  on  his  pur- 
chases, although  the  figures  quoted  by  him 
from  Mr.  Riddle’s  paper  show  that  the  sur- 
plus on  £40,000,000  trade  was  £3,000,000, 
or  Is.  Gd.  in  the  pound.  Clearly  either  Mr. 
Major’s  premises  or  his  conclusions  are  iery 
much  at  fault. 

Mr.  Riddle  proposes  to  take  for  the  fund 
a percentage  of  the  surplus,  not  of  the  total 
of  trade,  and  does  not  suggest  that  the 
capital  should  be  redeemed  in  twenty  years. 
Supposing  that  2J  per  cent,  of  the  surplus 
was  allocated  (the  same  as  is  usual  for  edu- 
cational purposes)  this  in  the  rase  of  Ijie 
twenty  societies  refernecl  to  would  amount  to 
about  £75,000  per  annum,  or  less  than  1 per 
cent,  of  the  total  capital.  At  this  rate  it 
would  take  about  forty-two  years  to  redeem 
the  whole  of  the  capital,  provided  present 
rates  of  interest  and  surpluses  remained 
unchanged;  But,  apart  from  the  nbuorni  d 
conditions  caused  by  the  war,  the  tendency 
of  interest,  profits,  and  surpluses  is  to 
decrease  throughout  the  commercial  world, 
so  that  unlew  the  percentage  1 have 
assumed  I was  increased,,  it  w ould  probably 
take  more  than  forty-two  years  to  redeem 
tlie  whole  of  the -capital. 

The  advantages  that  would  accrue  firm 
collectively-owned  capital" Are  ton  obvious  to 
need  dilating  on.  The  sole  quest  ion  appears 
to  be  whether  we  can  arrive  at  it  without 
demanding® too  great  sacrifices  from  indivi- 
dual co-operators. — Yours  faithfully, 

Croydon,  A,  Adams 


C.W.S.  AND  DELIVERIES. 


Sir, — Will  you  allow  me,  through  your 
..columns,  to  urge  upon, .the  C.W.S.  to  get 
a - better  despatch  for  orders  into  the 
.Staveley  and  Chesterfield  district.  At  the 
half-yearly  meeting  the  question  was 
asked  re  the  large  amount  of  purchases 
made  outside  the  C.WJ3.,  and.  the-  com- 
mittee's reply  was  . they  had  to  go  outside 
for  flour  because  cif  cost;  that  the  Q.W.S. 
bad  stated  that  they  could  not  compete 
w ith  local  millers;  and,  further-"  delivery 
of  goods  from,  the  C.W.S.  was- delayed  in 
some  cases  as  much  as  six  weeks.  You 
will  see  how  it  affects  the  people  who  are 
anxious  to  push  the  sale  of  C.W.S.  goods. 

It  was  suggested  that  a letter  of  protest 
be  sent,  but  that  was  declared  to  be  cf  no 
avail,  as  the  C.W.S.  were'  like  a Govern- 
ment department — itjugt  sent  the  usual 
reply:  “ We  are  giving  the  matter  atten- 
tion.” Trusting  this  will  get  tlie  eye  of 
the  party  responsible,  yours,  Ac.. 

E.  W.  Mn.i  F.it. 

Secretary,  Staveley  and  District 
Trades  and  Labour  Council. 

27,  Ralpli-road,  Staveley,  Chesterfield. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  Ham.  (Hythe). — Everything  made  by 
the  Wholesale  does  not  bear  the  three 
letters — C.W.S.  Many  things— margarine, 
for  instance — are  stamped  with  a trade 
mark.  The  “invoiced  through  ” difficulty 
c5n  ouly  be  met  by  asking  the  manager  if 
the  goods  in  question  are  manufactured 
by  the  C.W.S. 

“ Wager.” — The  Master  of  the  Rolls  is 
so  called  because  be  lias  custody  of  the 
records  of  the  realm  such  as  old  official 
documents,  Acts  of  Parliament,  pnd  deci- 
sions of  the  courts.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
presides  over  the  Court  of  Appeal ; in  his 
absence  tlie  I/ord  Chi.ef  Justice  -presides, 
and  . in  .theialjsonqe  io^  both  the  Master  of 
the  R^lis  fresidefi  . ; • "• 


HERE’S  ENTHUSIASM. 

"NIPPER"  DOES  HIS  BIT. 


PRECOCIOUS  DOGGIE  TAKRS  THE  “ NEWS  ” AROUND. 
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ARTISTS 

are  invited  to  submit  Designs  for 
Advertising 

Iuthwaite  Hosiery 
and  Underwear. 

Prizes  of  &!£§ 

£15  and 
£1© 

Will  be  offered  for  the  best  Designs 
accepted. 

Further  particulars  will  be  announced  later. 


is  made  from 
Fresh  Butter  and  Eggs, 
specially  selected  Lemons,  and  other 
choice  ingredients,  and  has  all. 
the  flavour  and  aroma  ol  ^ 
the  fresh  fruit. 


OWS  0H 


be  excelled  for 
making  Cheese  Cakes, 
Lemon  Puddings,  etc.,  and 
; used  with  all  kinds  of  cake, 
pastry,  etc.,  by  the  most  experienced 
bakers  and  housewives  in  the  country. 


- — LEMON  CURD 

ytSK  FOR  C AT  YOUR  OWN  STORE 


Cbe  Co-opcralioc  Rods 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News'"  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR."  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  "News"  should  be  addressed  to  " THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  22,  LONG  Ml  LEGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 


SATURDAY,  JULY  22,  1922. 


MONDAY’S  EMBARGO 
DEBATE. 

Tf-iE  discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
Canadian  cattle  embargo  is  due  to  take  place  on 
Monday  next. 

I^vt-ry  co-operative  society  in  the  country  should  by 
this  time  have  been  in  communication  with  the  M.P. 
for  its  division,  urging  him  or  her  to  insist  that  the 
slight  placed  upon  Canada  should  be  removed,  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the 
subject  should  be  respected,  and  that  the  interests  of 
the  consumer — a category  which  embraces  the  whole 
population — should  be  considered,  and  the  embargo 
upon  the  importation  of  live  cattle  for  store  purposes 
removed  at  once. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  on  Wednesday  of  last  week 
a lengthy  discussion  on  the  subject  took  place, 
although  the  debate  was  adjourned;  but  in  the  discus-' 
sion,  which  was'  inaugurated  by  Lord  Chaplin,  who 
was,  perhaps  naturally,  opposed  to  the  removal  of  the 
embargo,  some  important  admissions  were  made,  the 
most  important  of  these  being  contained  in  the  speech 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Neither  he  nor  anyone  else 
was  authorised  to  speak* for  the  Government.  The 
Government  had  decided,  as  has  been  previously 
stated,  to  icmove  the  Whips  from  any  division  on  the 
subject.  The  Lord  Chancellor  explained  one  reason 
for  that.  It  was  thought  there  were  formidable  cur- 
rents of  opinion  in  the  country  represented  in  both 
Houses  which  cut  athwart  any  principle  of  existing 
party  division. 

The  Lord  Chancellor’s  own  investigations  prior  to 
last  election  led  him  to  pledge  .himself  to  vote  for  the 
removal  of  the  embargo.  When  Lord  Ernie  gave  his 
pledges  to  ihe  Imperial  Conference,  it  was  clear  that 
his  lordship  thought,  and  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
thought  with  him,  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
excluding  Canadian  cattle.  “ To-day,”  said  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  “ nothing  has  happened  to  affect  this  in 
the  slightest  degree.”  Lord  Long  at  the  time  agreed 
that  Canada  had  a complete  and  clean  bill  of  health, 
,and  that  the  restriction  should  be  removed.  Canadian 
representatives  went  home  believing  that  the  matter 
was  at  an  end,  because  the  Importation  Conference 
had  adopted  the  resolution  in  favour  of  the  embargo. 
But  trie-question  had  been  reopened  because  opposition 
was  again  raised.  A Commission  had  been  set  up ; 
the  Commission  reported  that  -the  embargo  should  be 
removed,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  declared  that  he 
was  going  to  adhere  to  the  pledge  that  he  had  given. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  also  spoke  strongly  in  sup- 
port of  the  removal  of  the  embargo,  one  of  his  reasons 
being  that  We  must  remove  the  extremely  unfavour- 
able opinion  left  upon  Canada  by  our  attitude.  Lord 
Ernie  declared,  . emphatically,  that  a pledge  was 
undoubtedly  given  at  the  Imperial  Conference  of  1917. 
He  ought  to  know',  because  it  was  he  who  gave  it. 
Lord  Long,  who  was  then  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
ratified  the  pledge,  which  was  subsequently  confirmed 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Lloyd  George  on 
March  10th,  1921. 

The  Marquis  of  Lincolnshire,  w'ho,  in  fact,  moved 
last  week’s  resolution  in  the  Lords  demanding  the 
removal  of  the  embargo,  said  the  Royal  Commission 
had  definitely  settled  the  whole  question ; and  finally 
yiscount  Long  stated  explicitly  that  “ the  pledge  was 
given,  and  it  ought  to  be  kept,  because  it  was  a very 
complete  ode,  and  was  so  regarded  by  every  member 
of  the  Conference,  and  above  all  by  the  Canadians.” 

When  these  observations  represent  almost  the 
general  tone  of  the  whole  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  we  do  not  see  that  the  Commons  can  have  a 
leg  to  stand  upon  if  they  do  not  decide,  emphatically, 
that  this  embargo  must  go ; that  the  stores  which  arc- 
required  to  replenish  our  own  herds  should  be 
admitted,  and  that  supplies  of  beef  required  to  provide 
a cheaper  fcod  supply  should  be  admitted. 

Canada’s  cattle  are  healthy,  and  have  been  ever  since 
the  embargo  was  imposed.  Nobody  will  make  any 
objection  to  whatever  conditions  of  quarantine  it  may 
be. thought  necessary'  to  impose  in  order  to  afford  time 
for  proper  inspection  and  guarantee  of  health  to  pre- 
vent any  possible  landing  of  an  infected  beast;  but, 
subject  to  that  one  qualification,  the  embargo  must  go! 

Their  lordships  last  week  were  concerned  about  the 
sanctity  of  imperial  relationships.  We  are  concerned 
about  the  improvement  which  the  free  importation  of 
Canadian  cattle  will  mean  to  agriculture  in  this 
country,  and  to  the  people  w'ho,  whether  wisely  or 
not,  cat  beef.  Every  attempt  should  be  made  by 
every  co-operative  organisation  to  convince  Members 
of  Parliament  that  this  question  will  be  made  a fighting 
issue  at  the  General  Election  if  the  embargo  Is  not 
removed;  and  with  the  lesson  of  the  defeat  of  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  at  Dudley  still  fresh,  we  have 
no  doubt  that  Members  of  Parliament  will  be 
susceptible  to  this  consideration. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

JUDGES’  REFORM. 

We  wonder  whether  many  people  are  watching  the  interesting 
and  original  lines  followed  by  the  Recorder  of  the  City  of  London. 
On  Monday  he  addressed  a prisoner  thus : “ You  have  never 
had  a chance  before,  but  as  you  have  gone  straight  since  19Uj 
I will  give  you  one  now.  You  have  been  convicted  many  times. 
You  had  a severe  sentence  when  you  were  fourteen,  and  you 
went  on  stealing — a natural  result  of  sending  children  to  prison. 
Four  times  you  were  sent  to  prison  under  a beneficent  Act  of 
Parliament  known  as  the  Prevention  of  Crimes  Act  under  which 
a person  can  get  six  or  twelve  months’  imprisonment  because 
the  police  think  he  is  going  to  do  something.'1  The  accused  was 
bound  over.  He  probably  left  that  dock  with  a better  inclina- 
tion To  “ go  straight  ” than  he  had  ever  had  after  any  previous 
sentence.  The  Recorder  has  distinguished  himself  by  similarly 
humane  observations  on  several  occasions.  The  other  day  a 
judge  kicked  over  the  traces  and  directed  that  a murder  chargo 
be  not  proceeded  with  against  a woman  because  conviction 
would  involve  the  pronouncement  of  a sentence  that  had  not  the 
slightest  likelihood  of  being  carried  out.  On  top  of  this,  the 
Appeal  Court  this  week — and  presided  over  by  Mr.  Justieo 
Darling — reduced  to  eighteen  months’  imprisonment  a sentence 
of  five  years’  penal  servitude  passed  upon  a man.  The  heavy 
sentence,  said  Mr.  Justice  Darling,  was  given  because  of  his 
previous  convictions  ; but  he  had  become  crippled  in  both  feet, 
and  had,  on  this  occasion,  broken  into  a place  and  stolen  seven- 
pence.  One  is  almost  provoked  into  believing  that  the  inves- 
tigations  of  the  Prisons  Committee  and  their  Teport  and  deduc- 
tions, which  have  been  published,  have  already  begun  to  have 
some  effect.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

THOSE  HONOURS! 

The  Government  has  dodged  both  the  frying  pan  and  the  lire 
with  which  it  was  threatened  on  Monday,  when  the  Honours 
question  was  before  the  House.  The  proposal  to  refer  the 
matter  to  a Royal  Commission  is  the  best  indication  the  Govern- 
ment could  have  given  of  its  intention  to  let  things  go  on  as 
before.  We  expected  a few  fireworks  in  Monday’s  debates ; 
but,  frankly,  we  did  not  expect  any  good  results  to  follow. 
Despite  the  fact  that  a few  honours  do  go  to  men  who  richly 
deserve  them,  the  traffic  in  titles  has  been  notorious  for  centuries, 
and  party  funds  have  been  augmented  time  and  again  by  the 
contributions  of  those  who  have  appeared  in  the  subsequent 
honours  list.  It  cannot  be  made  a “ party  question  ” by  either 
Liberals  or  Tories,  for  ajl  parties  that  have  held  office  during  the 
past  hundred  years  have  benefited  by  the  power  to  advise  that  is 
vested  in  the  Prime  Minister  who  is  in  turn  advised  by  the  party 
whips.  The  only  sympathy  we  can  spare  to  anybody  in  this 
connection  goes  to  the  King,  who  i3  constitutionally  bound  to 
accept  the  advice  of  his  responsible  Ministers.  When  we  think  of 
some  of  the-  things  that  Governments  liave  determine  upon  and 
then  recollect  that  these  things  are  officially  done  in  the  King's 
name,  we  are  surprised  that  he  does  not  rebel  sometimes  and 
“ sack  the  'lot.”  He  must  often  regret  that  it  is  not  constitu- 
tionally possible  to  do  so.  If  the  qharges  made  by  Mr.  Ronald 
M'Neill  on  Monday  night  against  some  of  the  recipients  of 
honours  caii  be  justified,  the  “ Honours  Scandal  ” is  greater 
than  we  thought  it  was ; but  Ronald  speaks  so  recklessly  at 
Times  that  we  are  not  certain  that  he  was  not  as  mistaken  on 
Monday  as  he  has  been  on  frequent  other  occasions. 

THE  MINERS  IN  CONFERENCE. 

We  can  think  of  no  body  of  trade  unionists  with  more  reason 
to  feel  embittered -than  the  miners  of  Great  Britain  who*  are 
holding  their  annual  conference  at  Blackpool  this  week.  We 
have  published  uotes  from  time  to  time  showing  the  widespread 
misery  there  is  in  several' mining  areas.  There  is  only  one  dis- 
trict in  the  whole  Miners’  Federation  in  which  wages  are  above 
the  minimum  provided  for  in  the  historic  Agreement.  The 
minimum  so  provided  is  20  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  wages  paid 
in  July,  1914.  The  whole  purpose  of  the  Sankey  Commission’s 
recommendations  was  to  improve  the  standard  of  the  miners  ; 
but  how  can  it  be  said  that  the  standard  is  imprrJVed  when  of 
the  million  men  affected  only  those  in  one  area  get  more  than 
this  minimum,  and  the  cost  of  living  still  84  per  cent,  above  what 
it  was  in  July,  1914  ? The  hardships  of  the  miners  do  not  end 
with  this  miserable  “ rate  ” ; for  short  time  and  unemployment 
have  brought  thousands  of  the  miners  into  absolute  poverty. 
We  believe  the  public  generally  will  share  the  views  expressed  in 
the  presidential  address  at  Blackpool  by  Mr.  Herbert  Smith 
as  to  the  Government’s  culpability  in  this  matter.  The  Govern- 
ment appointed  its  Royal  Commission  and  repudiated  its  essen- 
tial recommendations  notwithstanding  a pledge  to  accept  them. 
The  miners  warned  the  Government  of  the  evihj  that  would  befal 
the  industry  if  certain  steps  were  not  taken.  Those  steps  were 
not  taken,  and  the  evils  have  befallen.  The  great  lockout  made 
things  worse  than  they  were  ; but  the  lockout  has  not  been  the 
cause  of  the  troubles  in  the  mining  industry  ; the  troubles  were 
there  before,  they  were  ignored  by  the  Government  and  the  mine- 
owners,  and  the  lockout  itself  was  caused  by  the  Government's 
reckless  and  sudden  decision  to  de-control  the  industry  at  a date  - 
prior  to  that  previously  fixed.  The  decisions  of  the  conference 
that  is  proceeding  as  we  write  may  not  improve  conditions  in 
the  industry  ; but,  in  the  words  of  the  president,  the  industry 
may  yet  improve  in  spite  of  the  Government. 


CO-OPERATIVE  HOSPITAL  SUPPLIES. 

The  need  for  a system  of  co-operative  purchase  of  supplies 
required  by  the  hospitals  throughout  the  country  was  one  of 
the  items  on  the  agenda  for  the  national  conference  of  local 
hospital  committees  held  at  the  Ministry  of  Health  this  week. 
The  only  comment  appiopriate  to  the  discussion  is  that  the 
hospitals  ought  to  have  adopted  this  scheme  before.  The, pro- 
posal applies  to  stores,  medicines,  drugs,  equipment ; and  the 
needs  of  the  hospitals  as  a whole  must  amount  to  a considerable 
trade.  We  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  somo  of  the  profiteers 
who  subscribe  to  these  institutions  will  let  their  qbjections  be 
heard  when  ,it  comes  to  applying  the  proposaL 
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BARCLAY'S  BABY. 


By  HEW  MACLAINE. 


. quite  the  latest  tiling  in  the  terrace 

Vhe item  most  SI>oken  of  at  t,lc  mo,"en(  - 

Ulirc]ay,  with  an  .added  interest'  in 
f moves  about  in  an  exquisite  floral  voile 
(e'  ethereal  smile.  Her  mother  and 
jin vc  gone,  and  she  is  a t home  alone 
rt-  ' Her  husband,  by  the  way,  in- 


ith  baby. 


blv  comes  off  the  4.12  now,  although 
2 «,c  baby’s  birth  he  was  oi  tenor 
,jie  S.40 : certainly  never  earlier  than 
- § unless  on  the  rink  nights,  when  he 
s caught  the  5.3. 

^ Barclay  has  only  been  twice  on  the 
ng  green  tin’s  season.  Bo  has  not  gone 
a holiday  yet,  and  to  those  who  inquire 
|jU1,l  where  lie  intends  going  he  replies, 
lively:  " Really  don’t  know.  Nothing 
'V settled  yet,”  and  to  those  with  whom 
is’ more  intimate,  with  almost  boyish  shy- 
|,e  ventures:  ” Of  course,  it's 

erent  when  there’s  a family  to  consider.” 
elias  resumed  his  morning  wave  of  hand 
• raising  of  hat  to  the  front  window,  and 
iterdav  Mrs.  Barclay  held  aloft  the  five- 
5'-ol(l  infant,  as  if  the  tiny  mite  could 
in  in  or  understand  the  matin  signalling.' 
Ijuk-Ii  time  finds  Mr.  Barclay  coining  ufr 
12.54:  on  three  days  last  week  lie  re- 
to  town  with  the  2.49,  but  on  one 
'ternoon  lie  didn’t  go  back  to  town,  and  he 
iseen  in  the  scullery  with  an  apron  about 
o,  It  As  almost  impossible  for  him  to 
ply  out  the  ashes  these  bright  mornings 
()]  evenings  without  some  of  the  neigli- 
; eoeing,  but  even  if  the  neighbours 
ere  silent  lonoarning  his  dustman’s  ex- 
oits.  they  cannot  conceal  their  amusement 
i they  know  how  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barclay 
ly  conspire  to  11  bring  up  a child  in  the 
it  should  go.” 

Barclays  situation  in  the  book  trade  has 
ornished  him  With  unlimited  literature 
-ceraing  “ Babies,  Their  Teething  ” ; 

' Infants,  and  Hew  to  Care  for  Them  ” ; 
Tie  Cure  of  Children  ” ; “ Babies’  Abbes 
d Pains."  The  last-named  is  meantime 
favourite  volume,  although  each  has' 
joyed  a brief  authoritative  popularity  in 
> household. 

Don’t  you  think  baby  will  be  hungry 
r?”  Barclay  asked  the  other  evening. 

“No,  George,  She  can’t  possibly  be— -why 
's  only  two  hours  and  ten  minutes  since 
‘te  had  her  last.” 

There  now,  I knew  it  was  more  than  two 
ms!  Didn’t  that  chapter  we  read  last 
$t— here  it  is,  page  48 — say  never  exceed 
»o hours,  and  now  it  is  ten  minutes  more” 
"Bat  she's  sleeping,  George!” 

"1  don't  think  so,  Jessie-  it's  weakness 
®ant  of  food.  The  child  must  be  hungry 
die  book  is  right.” 

“Well,  the  book  we  read  last  week  said 
tcr  to  waken  an  infant  for  food.  Yes, 
Lt  one  with  the  paper  cover,  the  page  is 
died;  there,  what  did  I tell  you?” 

“That's  all  right  according  to  this  book, 
t-die  was  fretting  about  half-an-hour  ago, 
I'm  sure  she  looked  round  for  you^’ 
Nonsense.  George!  A five-weeks-old 
W cannot  have  so  much  sense  Why  this 
.me  book  says  that  even  the  smartest 
il'lren  do  not  begin  to- notice  before,  the 
h week." 

Hut  you  said  yourself,  -Jessie,  and  the 
. tor  iU1J[  nurse  said  so  too,  tliat  a heavier, 
i ( 'er>  rn°re  intelligent  oliild  never  was 
• I tliought  you  said  the  child  tried  to 
> M®i’  on  Wednesday?” 

*11.  that's  how  it  sounded  ; but  auntie 
•”  >t  couldn’t  pdssibly  be  that.”  ' 

* awake,  Jessie,  look!  Isn’t  she 
p*  n take  her.” 

1>3ri  George,  and  there,  you 
the  bottle-  Di<1  vou  shake  it?” 
JK  the  baby?” 

w°’  tke  bottle.  Please  remember  I 
,.  ' baby  it,  although  you  do.” 

lW!ev  U,C”’01J  surely  are  not  goiug  to  give 
<">*  !,lst  the  minute  she  wakens! 
Do,,.  W>  t,lere  now,  don’t  cry,  sweet  one. 

say.  Give  over!  Oh,  be  quiet 

','KUf  tp*0'  ^°°rge ! -I  wish  you’d  control 
toed  JT-  You  know  this  never  hap- 
'•ttioml  m f<?  ’ tkwe  must'  be  something 
i/raij  s),  *C  n,i|bter  with  the  darling.  I’m 
^toir/,1  c Was  boo  good  and  too  pretty. 
"U  ji  lC°rK°'  "'hat  are  we  to  do?” 

’Mier  kunser  that' s the  matter 

iie"«l  out?V 4 ,bo  "’1,en  rhe  llas  iust 

jowel  °l6Uch  a sound  sleep.  Oh,  my 
in’t  8ta^\  " heeslit!  Wlieesht!  George, 
hng  n-b,.  1 lQre  looking  so  sheepish  and 
llnS-  Can’t  you  do  something? 


What  does  the  little  book  say,  the  one  on- 
the  dressing-table  ?” 

“It  says — wait — here  it  is — page  69, 

‘ When  baby  cries,  it  is  in  pain.’  ” 

“George!  George!  I knew  it.  Oh,  what- 
ever are  we  to  do  for  the  wee  lamb!  See 
what  tlie  book  says  about  pain.  Quick 
now." 

“ Pain — pain — page  87,  I’ve  got  it,  Jessie: 
‘Pain  invariably  provokes  the  child  to  cry: 
continuous  crying  means  continuous  pain.'  ” 

“George!  George!  it  must  be  terrible, 
terrible!  See  the  tears  in  her  eyes  and  on 
her  cheeks!  If  only  mother  or  auntie  would 
come,  or  the  doctor!  Yes,  ’phone  for  the 
doctor,  George.  Quick,  I say,  don’t  stand 
there  dreaming.” 

“ What,  what,  will  I say  to  him?” 

“ What  will  you  say?  Why,  of  course, 
tell  him  to  come  at  once.  Baby’s  in  pain 
and  crying.” 

“Hullo,  doctor!”  George  spoke  over  the 
'phone,  “ This  is  Barclay’s.  We’d  like  you 
to  come  along  at  once.  Baby's  -in  pain  and 
crying.’.’ 

- “Dying?”  the  doctor  asked. 

“ No,  no;  I hope  not — crying,  crying — 
making  a noise  you  know,  ‘ Boo-hoo-lloo.  ’ ” 

“ Crying ; oh,  that’s  all  right ; don’t  alarm 
.yourselves;  crying’s  a healthy  sign.  So 
long  sis  the  child  keeps  on  orying  there’s  no 
fear  of  it  dying.” 

And  George  and  Jessie  had  thus  the 
doctor’s  renewed  assurance  that  the  baby 
was  really  a healthy  one. 


During  the  CGming  quarter  the  general 
manager  of  the  Glossop  Society  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Goldthorp)  will  have  completed  fifty  years’ 
service  with  the  society. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

A Checko-Slovakian  journalist,  Rudolf 
Kynansky,  who  represents  the  two  Prague 
daily  papers  “Pravo  Lidu”  and  “ Nova  Doba,” 
gave  us  a call  on  Friday,  and  then  was  taken 
the  round  of  C.W.S.  enterprises  by  Mr.  Fred 
Alcock. 

The  report  issued  by  Alderman  James 
Johnston  in  connection  with  tin?  Summer  Camp 
for  Poor  Little  Girls  invites  subscriptions  for  a 
new  building.  A note  appended  to  the  report 
states  that  £100  will  be  contributed  by  Mr. 
Johnston — a sum  ’’saved  out  of  his  income 
of  less  than  £200  a year.” 

“ There  is  nothing  truer  than  this  .*  that 
hatred  gives  birth  to  hatred  and  love  to  love, 
and  that  every  human  emotion  breeds  true 
to  its  kind,  just  as  birds,  beasts,  and  fishca 
breed  true  to  their  species.”— “ The  Irisj, 
Homestead.” 

“ John  Bull,”  despite  the  many 
journalistic  virtues  it  has  acquired  under  tlm. 
new  editorship,  still  displays  many  of  the 
old  vices.  It  bitterly  denounces,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Sophie  Ries  as  private  secre- 
tary to  Mrs.  Lloyd  George,  the  only  ground 
of  the  complaint  being  that  the  young  lady 
is  of  German  descent.  To  prove  her  pre- 
sumed liunuishness,  “John  Bull”  quotes 
from  her  birth-certificate  to  show  that  she 
was  born  in  1895,  her  father  being  a 
German  who  became  a naturalised  British 
subject  in  1889— six  years  before  Sophie  was 
born,  a quarter  af  a century  before  the  war, 
:uid  ten  years  before  Lord  Northelifi'o 
threatened  to  roll  France  in  blood  and  mud. 
Will  it  never  learn? 

There  is  a co-operative  society  out  in 
U.S.A.  at  a place  which  rejoices  in  the  name 
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Why  are  people  content  with  adulterated  news  when  they  prosecute 
purveyors  of  faked  food  ? 


TRADE  BY  BARTER. 


SWITZERLAND  SHOWS  THE  WAY. 


INTERESTING  EXPERIMENTS. 

The  Geneva  correspondent  of  the 
“ Observer  ” communicates  details  of  com- 
mercial transactions  which  will  interest 
co-operators  .who  have  been  pressing  for 
barter  trading  between  co-operative  organ- 
isations of  various  countries  as  a means  of 
overcoming  currency  difficulties  in  the 
present  disordered  times. 

“ The  latest  method  of  raising  a foreign 
loan,”  he  writes,  “ is  such  as  to  avoid  any 
direct  payment  of  cash  or  even  the  issue  of 
bank  drafts.  Thus  Roumania,  recently 
wanted  a loan  of  45,000, CXXkgold  francs  from 
Switzerland.  The  Swiss  Government  and 
bankers  after  consultation,  said  that  in  the 
present  state  of  European  linano^  they  could 
not  issue  a cash  loan  either  to  Houmania  or 
any  of  the  new  countries  unless  they  knew 
for  what  the  money  was  intended.  Rou- 
mania replied  that  she  very  badly  needs'  to 
replenish  her  .railway,  rolling  stock,  and  par- 
ticularly requires  new  engines.  The  Swiss 
replied  ’ that  they  could  supply  excellent 
engines  and  any  other  kind  of  rolling  stock 
to  the  value  of  45,000,000  gold  francs,  and 
te  pay  hack  in  kind — in  this  case  in  cereals 
and  petroleum,  both  of  which  Switzerland 
needs.  True,  the  banks  in  Switzerland  arid 
Roumania  acted  ns  intermediaries  for  this 
loan,  but  only  in  arranging  for  the-purchase 


and  despatch  of  the  rolling  stock  in  the  (me 
oouiitry  and  of  the  cereals  and  petroleum  ill 
the  other. 

“ Similar  borrowing  and  paying  by  barter 
has  alSo  been  taking  place  with  Czecho- 
slovakia. Here,  again,  Czech o-SI ova kia  is 
receiving.  Swiss  manufactured  goods,  and  is 
supposed  to  pay  for  them  by  truckloads  of 
sugar,  so  that  the  question  of  exchange  and 
the  comparative  values  — of  the  Czecho- 
Sloyakinn  krone  and  the  Swiss  franc  does 
not  arise.  One  hundred  Czoeho-Slovakhn 
kronen  are  only  worth  about  10.50  francs  in 
Switzerland  at  present,  and  an  ordinary 
monetary  transaction  would  be  out  of  the 
question  between  the  two  countries  except 
at  an  enormous  loss  for  Czecho-Slovakia . 


MANAGER  AND  DIRECTOR. 

A CORRECTION. 


Sir, — I should  be  glad  if  you  will  correct 
my  remarks  made  at  the  quarterly  meeting 
of  the  C.W.S. , which  report  is  not  quite 
fair  to  the  manager  of  the  RadcJiffe  mill. 

What  I said  was,  that  I did  not  think  it 
a wise  policy  for  the  directors  to  allow  a 
manager  of  a co-operative  weaving  shed  to 
be  a director  of  a private  spinning  com- 
pany. 

I was  referring  to  the  Bury  mill,  and  not 
Radcliffe.  I shall  be  glad  if  you  will 
publish  this  letter. — Yours  faithfully, 

Richard  Robinson. 

50,  Horbury-street,  Bury. 


of  Kalamazoo.  One  of  the  leaders  is  William 
Shakespeare,  who  qualifies  his  name  with  tho 
addition  of  junior.  4 

The  Railway  Review  ” records  that  at  tho 
N.UJt.  annual  meeting  at  Bradford  Mr.  J.  H. 
Thomas,  M.P.,  presented  tho  president  with 
Mi-.  Geo.  Alcock’s  “ Jubilee  History  of  the 
Society,”  which  was  reviewed  in  our  last  week’ 
issue.  Mr.  Thomas  paid  an  eloquent  tribut 
to  Mr.  Alcock's  work,  which  be  described  as 
“ labour  of  love.” 

In  a newspaper  published  in  the  Midlands 
we  read  : “ The' following  incident  will  appear 
strange  in  the  light  of  modern,  knowledge,  but 

it  Is  none  the  less  true.  A boy  was  elated 

at  getting  a job  with  the  co-operative  society 
and  part  of  his  duty  has  been  to  deliver  bread’ 
He  was  surprised  on  the  first  day  when  asked- 
to  leave  the  bread  in  the  coal-house  if  the 
member  was  out,  but  another  requested  him 
to  place  it  in  the  dog-kennel.” 

I WONDERED  how  far  that  “ compulsory 
membership  ” idea  would  carry  us.  Home 
want  to  employ  nobody  but  .trade  unionists, 
and  others  want  te  employ  nobody  but  co- 
opera tor.s.  A correspondent  tells  me  that 

there  is  only  one  member  (if  the  Labour 
Party  in  Parliament  who  is  not  a co-operator 
and  that  the  members  of  the  Co-operative 
Party  in  his  division  threaten  to  put  up  a 
Co-operative  candidate  against  him  at  the 
next  election— unless,  I suppose,  lie  joins  up 
lie  fore  then.  The  oo-opsrat-ive  women,  he 
assures  me,  are  particularly  indignant  at  his 
self-o .delusion  from  the  oo-operUive  ranks 
and  threaten  to  refuse  to  employ  him  as 
their  M.P.  unless  lie  joins  a society.  Tins 
might  open  the  door  to  ‘ reprisals. ” The 
labour  voters  in  our  scheduled  constituen- 
cies might  threaten  to  oppose  Co-operative 
candidates  unless  :they.  joined  the  Labour 
.tarty,  and  J diread  to  think-  Avhat  Mr 
Greening  would  say.  then. 

Out  4nd  About. 


CENT.  PER  CENT. 

PESSIMISM. 

A FURTHER  CRITICISM. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-opebative  News.”] 

Sm  -l  am  not  surprised  that  Mr.  Penny 
should  seek  to  minimise  the  effects  of  his 
Brighton  speech,  but  to  those  of  u.s  who 
heard  him  somellnug  more  is  needed  than 
the  old  familiar  gag  of  extracting  sentences 
from  their  context.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
the  context  emphasises  the  seriousness  of 
the  statements. 

besan  his  speech  by  saying 
that  the  weather  at  -Brighten  was  glorious, 
tbe  place  was  beautiful,  the  people  around 
inn  seemed  happy  and  contented ; in  fact, 
he  said  everything  in  the  garden  looked 
lovely.  He  was  sorry  he  could  not  say  the 
same  of  -the  co-operative  movement,  for 
there  everything  in  the  garden  was  not 
lovely  As  the  audience  knew,  the  C.W.S. 
had  lost  three-and-a-half  millions,  and 
although  they  lmd  met  this  loss  out  of  their 
reserves,  without  exhausting  the  whole  of 
them  no  one  could  say  that  stilj  everything 
was  lovely.  ^ In  fact,'  if  the  "Federation  of 
British  Industries  or  some  ' other  large 
federation  would  give  him  a quarter-of-a- 
rnilhon,  which  lie  would  not  take,  he  could 
shake- the  co-operative  'movement  to  its 
foundations. 

^‘-  lYiiny  then,  went  on  to  sav  how  long 
he  liad  been  connected  with  the  labour,  trade 
unionist,  and.  co-operative  movements,  and 
lie  had  now  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
. under  present  , conditions  none  of  these 
movements  could  bring  about  a permanent 
improvement  in  the  conditions  of  the  work- 
ing  classes.  If  .the  Labour  Party  came  into 
power,  they  would  find  themselves  up 
against  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Monarchy 
and  the  Army,  which  was  officered  by  men 
belonging  to  the  capitalist  class.  ‘There 
was  only  one  way  of  emancipation,  and  that 
was  a general  strike.  You  must,  he  said, 
starve  out  the.  House  of  Lords,  starve  oqt 
the  Monarchy,  starve  out  the  Army,  before 
you  can  do  anything. 

Here  a lady  in  the  audience  called  out: 
“What  about  our  women  and  children?” 
After  this  a number  of  us  left  the  room 
thoroughly  disgusted  with  sucli  a speech  at 
wliat  was  supposed  to  4>e  a propaganda 
meeting. 

The  effect  of  the  speech  was  that  I heard 
several  people  say  that  they  should  with- 
draw their  little  all  from  their  society  if 
matters  Wre  as  pictured  by  Mr.  Penny. 

I agree  witli  Mr.  Penny  that  there  is  con- 
tinued need  for  vigilance,  education,  and 
loyalty,  and  nowhere  is  tills  more  of  a 
necessity  tha*i  with  those  who  occupy  pro- 
minent positions  in 'the  movement. — Yours 
truly,  James  Poi.litt'. 

269,  Worsleyfroad,  Swinton. 


[We  have  for  next  week  “ A Defence  of  the 
Pessimist^”  and  with  that  correspon- 
dence on  the  subject  should  cease. — Ed.. 
“ C.  N.”J 
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AMONG  THE  EDUCATIONISTS. 


NOTES  FOR  OFFICIALS 
AND  STUDENTS. 

THE  “NEWS"  AND  PUBLICITY, 

EDUCATION  FUNDS,  SUMMER 

SCHOOLS,  AND  VOLUNTARY 
EFFORTS. 

[By  “ Owenitk.”] 

All  who  are  engaged  in  the  educational 
work  of  the  co-operative  movement  will  re- 
joice because  the  editor  of  the  “ Co-opera- 
tive News  ” proposes  to, reserve  spaoe  in  its 
columns  for  notes  of  interest  to  teachers, 
students,  and  members  of  educational  com- 
, inittees.  These  notes  will  be  published  at- 
regular  intervals,  arid  although  they  must 
not  be  regarded  as  “ official,' ’ every  effort 
will  be  made  to  make  them  as  reliable  and 
informative  as  possible. 

Similar  notes  were  published  in  the 
“News".  :some  years  ago,  and  older 
students  and  others  still  remember  the  ex- 
cellent educational  supplement  published 
once  a mbntli  shortly  before  the  war.  In 
time,  perhaps,  this  column  may  grow  into 
a four-png©  supplement.  Meanwhile,  edu- 
cationists, who  are  always  grateful — even 
for  small  mercies — will  thank  the  editor  for 
‘giving  them  this  place  in  the  sun. 

This  Year's  Schools. 

At  the  moment  educationists  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  are  thinking  about 
the  summer  schools,  which  begin  very 
shortly.  The  Central  Educational  Commit- 
tee of  the  Co-operative  Union  originally 
intended  to  hold  seven  schools  for  adults' 
.this  year — five  in  Englaud,  on<T  in  Scotland, 
and  one  in  Belgium.  Circumstances,  how- 
ever, hav^  made  it  impossible  for  the  whole 
. of  this  programme  to  be  carried  oilt.  Bad 
trade  and  unemployment  have  done  much 
damage  to  the  cause  of  co-operative  -educa- 
tion, and  that  at  a time  when  education 
and  propaganda  are  both  urgently  needed. 
Many'  students  who  - intended  to  visit  a 
summer  school  again  this  year  have  been 
unemployed  for  months  past.  As  a result, 
they  cannot  afford  to  travel,  aitfd  will  not 
be  able  to  attend  a school  this  year.  Edu- 
cation committees,  too,  are  short  of  money. 
Grants  have  fallen  in  consequence  of  the 
fall  in  dividends,  and  many  committees  are 
.this  year  unable:  to  award  local  scholar- 
ships tenable  at  a summer  school.  Hence., 
the  bookings,  are  les's  numerous  this  year 
than  they  otherwise  would  have  been. 

In  these  circumstances — for  \yhich  the 
.Central  Education  Committee  are  in  no  way 
responsible — it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
cancel  the  schools  at'. Ayr,  Pai-kgate,  and, 
•Bradley  Court.  Schodls  will  be  held  in  Eng- 
land at  Scarborough,  Folkestone,  and  Ply-  , 
mouth,  as  usual,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
these  will  all  be  well  attended.  In  fact, 
almost  all  of  the  accommodation  available 
lias  already  been  booked  for  certain  weeks, 
and  additional  bookings  are  being  received 
daily.  Possibly  some  students  will  be  dis- 
appointed because  they  will  now'  be  unable 
to  attend  a particular  school, ‘hilt  they  will 
be  no  less  happy  at  Scarborough^  Folke- 
stone, or  Plymouth.  Students  who  have 
attended,  previqus  schools  held  at  these 
centres  have  returned  home  delighted  with 
their  experience,  and  those“who  attend  a 
school  this  year  will  be  equally  well  pleased. 

The  Brussels  Venture. 

It  is  already  certain  that  the  summer 
school  in  Belgium  will  be  n huge  success. 
This  school,  which  wjll  be  held  at  Brussels] 
is  the  second  international  school  promoted 
by  th©  Central  Education  Committee. 
That  held  at  Bnsle  a year  ago  was  very 
well  attended,  not' only  by  British  co-opera- 
tpi's.  biit  by  students  from,  many  different 
countries.  Already  many  British  co-opera- 
tors have  announoed  their  intention  of 
visiting  Brussels,  and  bookings  'have  also 
been  received  from  several  foreign  coun- 
tries. There  is  still  rioom  for  a lew  more 
students, "but  as  accommodation  is  limited, 
those  who  propose  to  attend  a school  over- 
-seas  should  make  application  -without  delay. 

The  International  Summer  School  is  per- 
haps the  most  hopeful  recent  development  of 
co-operative'  education.  Just  ns  the  first 
co-operative,  summer  school  held  in  Britain 
great  extension  of  educational 
o will  the  international  schools 
new  interest  in  co-operative 
every  European  country. 

international 


heralded 
activity, 
stimulate 
education^ 

Moreover,  all  who  attend 


school  will  return  home  possessing  more 
knowledge,  and  with  their  minds  enlarged. 

Travel  itself  is  a great  educator,  and  the  co- 
operator  who  talks  with  foreign- co-operators 

natiyp--90it  will  -in'  future  take  an  , , 

relations,  ’ Yi<^u$ry, ' ‘34  3-5^  ' jqffice  printing  and 

- Vi/'*.:  Ji.l  7b  bl^»llT.U-UJ|V,^'o,U  i 

• - • "in'  ortj  cr.n  t oi  ? 


In  the  past  it  was  often  said  that  “ Trade 
follows  the  flag."  In  the  futuns  co-opera- 
tors will  perhaps  declare  that  ‘Peace 
follows  the  teacher!"  For  this  at  least  is 
certain- — that  every  international  school 
held  is  another  link  in  the  great  chain  of 
friendship  and  co-operation  that  will  yet  bind 
all  the  peoples  of  the  world  together. 

Trade  and  Grants. 

It  is,  of  course,  unfortunate  that  had 
trade  has  led  to  a reduction  in  educational 
grants.  Still,  good  will  be  extracted  from 
this  evil  if  educntionists-consider  the  way  in 
which  the  work  of  eo-operative  education  is 
financed  to-day.  At  present,  in  most  socie- 
ties, the  education  grant  rises  and  falls  with 
the  dividend.  When  the  dividend  declines 
the  educational  grant  dwindles ; when  the 
society  pays  no  dividend  the  education  com- 
mittee has  no  income,  and  its  work  comes  to 
a standstill!  This  is  a thoroughly  unsatis- 
factory state  of  affairs,  as  was  pointed  out 
by  the  General  Co-operative  Survey  Com- 
mittee several  years  ago.  That  committee 
then  recommended  that  education  grants 
should  be  based  upon  membership  in  order 
that  the  income  of  each  local  education  com- 
mittee should  grow  with  the  growth  of  the 
society  and  not  disappear  in  times  of  trade 
depression,  As  things  are,  educational  com- 
mittees often  have  no  income  r.t  the  very 
time  when  they  need  money  most,  and  the 
whole  movement  suffers  because  educational 
grants  vary  with  the  surplus  and  do  not  in- 
crease with  membership.  Fortunately,  many 
societies  have  already  altered  their  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  stabilising  educational  grants, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  others  will  do  so  shortly. 
" It’s  An  III  Wind—" 

Still,  the  reduction  in  education  xl  grants, 
regrettable  though  it  be,  will  not  be  alto- 
gether a bad  thing  if  it  causes  co-operators 
“to  set  a higher  value  on  voluntary  service. 
A high  authority  lias  said  that,  “The 
labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  ” ; (he  teacher 
is  no  less  worthy  of  his  pay,  and  the  eecie- 
tary  and  committeeman  equally  earn  the 
fges  which  they  receive  in  normal  times. 
But  in  abnormal  times  like  the  present,  when 
educational  grants  liave  iu  many  societies 
almost  disappeaivod,  all  engaged  in  the  edu- 
cational work  of  societies  have  a line  oppor- 
tunity to  demonstrate  that  they  are-pre- 
pared, when  necessary,  to  give  them  services 
freely,  and  without  hope  or  expectation  of 
monetary  reward. 

Co-operative  education  ought  not  to  be 
starved  at  .any  time ; and  even  if  there  is  no 
dividend  sufficient  money  should  be  found  to 
enable  education  committees  to  continue 
their  work ; but  if  the  worst  comes  to  the 
worst  (as.  it  has  done  in  some  societies) 
then  educationists  should  show  their 
quality.  What  a fine  tiling  it  would  be  if 
members  of  educational  committees  agreed 
to  forego  their  paltry  fees  next  winter.  How 
splendid  it  would  be  if  teachers  volunteered 
to  teach  without  payment ! By  doing  so  for 
one  winter  session  they  would  net.  only  lessen 
the  charge  on  education  funds,  but ’demon- 
strate their  sincerity  and  make  it  perfectly 
clear  that  in  promoting  ea-ojierative  educa- 
tion they  are  not  after  loaves  and  fishes, -but 
seeking  new  opportunities  of  spreading  the 
light  of  co-operation. 


CONVALESCENTS  AND  HOLim] 
MAKERS.  " 

(HOMES  FOR  BOTH  WANTED. 


BY  ARTHUR  PHILIPS. 


A becenT  visit  to  the  latest  addition  to 
the  delightful  convalescent  homes  which  the 
North-Western  Co-operative  Convalescent 
Homes  Association  have  provided  at  Scar- 
borough, on  the  north-east  coast,  has 
set  mo  thinking  over  the  question  of  con- 
valescent homes  and  holiday  homes. 
Popularise  the  Homes. 

Cooperative  Convalescent  Homes  were 
opened  with  the  main  idea  of  enabling  per- 
sons associated  with  the  co-operative  move- 
ment to  obtain  a change  of  surroundings,  to 
assist  them  in  recuperating  from  ill-health, 
at  a nominal  charge  to  themselves,  or  in  some 
very  deserving  cases  free  of  all  cost.  Yet, 
whilst  many  retail  societies  readily  support 
this  and  simrlar'associations,  others  do  not 
seem  desirous  of  securing  for  their  members 
these  useful  benefits ; and  even  where 
these  facilities  for  a change  and  rest  are 
to  he  obtained,  many  co-operators — for  some 
reason  best  known  to  themselves — prefer  not 
to  ask  for  the  recommends,  as  this  often 
necessitates  a visit  to  the  retail  society's 
head  office,  and  perhaps  an  interview  with 
the  secretary  or  the  committee. 

This  very  necessary  procedure  is  not 
always  pleasant,  when  the  officials  to  be  in- 
terviewed happen  to  be  either,  close  personal 
friqnds  or  the  reverse. 

There  need  be  no  fear,  however,  on  the 
part  of  any  co-operator  who  desires  to  stay 
at  any  of  the  Convalescent  Homes.  If  he  or 
she  makes  application  to  the  retail  society 
of  which  they  may  be  members,  either 
directly  or  indirectly  through  their  family — 
providing  such  society  is  a subscriber  to  the 
association — the  case  will  be  duly  considered, 
and  if  the  means  of  the  applicant  will  not 
permit  of  a fortnight’s  sojourn  at  one  of 
the  homes,  a recommend  will  be  readily  sup- 
plied to  them.  - Should  any  individual  co- 
operator  be  able  to  afford  the  full  charge, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  communicate  with 
the  matron  either  at  Roden  or  Scarborough, 
or  any  of  the  other  Co-operative  Convales- 
cent Homes,  and  she  will  willingly  supply 
all  information  as  to  charges,  regulations, 
and  the  dates  available.  In  organising, 
entries  to  these  homes,  dates  are  fixed  well 
ahead,  so  that  applicants  must  be  prepared 
to  exercise  a little  patience  when  applying 
for  accommodation. 

For  Holidays. 

In  the  case  of  visitors  without  Recom- 
mends, there  is  no'  doctor’s  certificate 
needed,  but  necessary  precautions  are  exer- 
cised in  regard  to  the  refusal  of  admission 
to  persons  suffering  from  certain  specified 
complaints. 


LOYALTY  LISTS  AND  THEIR  LESSONS. 


.QUESTIONS  FOR  THE  DISLOYAL. 


Assuming  that  the  figures  respecting 
"trade  with  the  C.W.S.  given  in  a^recent 
issue  of  the  “News"  are  correct,  the  pur- 
chases of  fifteen  societies  during  the  Decom- 
ber, 1921,  half-year  yield  the  following  per 
'member. — ~~ 

Newcastle,  £14.20;  Royal  Arsenal,  £11.01. 

London,  £0.32;  Bolton,  £10.51. 

Derby,  £11 .47 .;  Liverpool,  £8.16. 

Brightside  and  Carbrook,  £8.59. 

Pendleton,  £8.21  ; Birmingham,  £6.52. 

Hull,  £8.02;  Barnsley,  £4.05. 

Plymouth,  £3.80;  Preston,  £7.09. 

Leeds,  £2.61  ; Leicester,  £5.78. 

“ Everything  1ms  two  handles,"  says 
-Epictetus,  “ and  jt  all  depends  how  you 
take  a man — whether  by  the  throat  or  by 
the  hand." 

In  dealing  with  this  and  other  matters, 
we  need  to  remember  that  one  tale  is  good 
until  another  is  told,  and  “ if  we  do  not 
reason,  we  are  bigots;  if  we  cannot,  we  are 
fools;  if  we  dare  not,  we  are  slaves." 

Leaving  out.  the  figures  of  the  Newcastle 
Society,  it  will  "be  seen  that  Derby  is  the 
next  highest  in  the  purchase  per  member 
from  t-lie  C.W.S.  That  much  importance  is 
attached  lo  the  souroe  of  purchasers  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  the  balance  sheet 
of  this  society  shows  the  percentage  of  pur- 
chases from  the  C.W.S.  and  other  co-opera- 
tive societies  for  the  different  departments, 
and  these  for  the  half-year  ending  January 
4th,  1922,  are  as  follows:  — 

Grocery,  91  3-5;  bakery,  89J ; drapery, 
74  .4-5;  bespoke,  58  3-5;  ready-mndes, 
87  3-5;  outfitting,  63J  ; boots,  99;  furniture, 
59^5; 'hardware,  •’54  1-10;  paint,  40J ; stn- 


1 Climax,"  98  3-5; 


giving  an  average  per- 


centage purchase  of  68. 

In  addition  to  these  excellent  figures, 
which  do  not,  of-  course,  satisfy  the  whole- 
hogger.  the  report  bears  the  following  in 
bold  type: — “All  Flour  Purchased  from 
C.W.S.” 

As  further  proof  of  the  society’s  loyalty, 
the  investment  account  shows  that  the 
balance  with  the  C.W.S.  Ltd.  on  January 
4th,  1922,  was  as  follows:  — 

Shares,  6 per  cent £54,315 

Loans,  4$  per  cent £9,975 

Special  Loan,  5}  per  cent.  £5&,97G 
Special  Loan,  53  per  -cent.  £133,424 
Devel.  Bonds,  5^cper  cent.  £20,000 
Devel . Bonds,  6 per  cent.  £20,000 
.Cash  in  bank,  C4W.S £49,679 

Such  facts  and  figures  tell  their  own 
tale. 

To  the  plain  ma^‘r'the  idea  of  joining  the 
co-operative  movement  and  investing  with 
the  C.AV.S.,  and  then  purchasing  from  other 
sources,  is  like  building  with  the  right  hand 
and  pulling  down  with  the  left — what  is 
done  in.  one  direction  is  immediately  undone 
in  another. 

The  Co-operative  Commonwealth  will 
never  be  an  accomplished  fact  in  this 
m (inner. 

Loyalty  from  the  individual  member  is 
pleaded  for  at  society  meetings;  the  C.W.S. 
appeal  to  societies  for  loyalty.  Why  is  not 
loyalty  practised  by  those  who  plead  for  it 
and  look  for  it  from  their  own  members? 
There  must  lie  a reason.  What  is  it? 

In  face  of  the  common  enemy,  we  needs 
must  close  up  our  ranks.  What  stands  in 
the  way?  T.  S.  B. 


There  is  one  point  which  ought . j 
mentioned  in  regard  to  visitors  witWj 
reflection  on  anyone,  that  is,  it  js  Q y 
able  whether  visitors  or  convalesce) 
the  full  value  of  their  visit  to 
when  they  have  to  associate  in  t|,A 
valescent  Homo  and  dine  together  ^ A 
should  be  accommodated  separate  * 
done  in  some  cases. 

There  is,  I believe,  great  possibfljk,  J 
the  co-operative  holiday  spirit,  in  st  *■ 
which  there  is  the  experiment  at  04  ’L 
the  proved  results  of  the  CVopcrativ/rnB 
days  Association,  although  that  ajt, 
has  no  connection  with  the  retail  n 
tive  societies. 

One  gains  a wonderful  insight  and^ 
tion  by  a visit  and  a stay  in  ono  of  oU 
valescent  Homes.  It  is  possiblo  to 
temperament  and  the  traits  of  u] 
nature,  as  well  as  the  county  stamp  ^ 
it  is  so  difficult  tp  hide  whenever  *e  m 
afield.  One  hears  in  the  friendly  *ItL 
of  conversation  the  trials. 
temptations  of  those  who  find  in  tfcV 
valescent  Homes  that  restful  change  id 
co-operation  has  provided  for  them.  ^ 

Who  Goes  to  the  Homes? 

In  the  course  of  our  lives  on© 
homes  arid  witnesses  how  they  arc 
ducted;  but  in  a convalescent  ho 
co-operative  type  one  generally  ( 
who  have  been  responsible  for  th 
ment  of  many  of  these  family  homtij 
it  is  in  conversation  with  these  d 
that,  one  is  enabled  to  gatln  r a fu_. 
formation  which  helps  to,  the  truer  ui 
standing  of  “ Why  Life  is  Lii 
Tom  Bracken),  and  “Why  w often  pj 
understood." 

There  are  youthful  spirits  who  e; 
Convalescent  Homes,  cither  ns  vis 
as  somewhat  healthy  convalescents 
must  without  doubt  prove  wry  trjnajfl 
the  matrons.  To  lie  within  d,.  m , ntlOuB 
each  night  is  really  rather  drastic  in (LeiJ 
of  those  who  like  to  linger-  longer  wil 
silvery  sandy*  shore.  But  Majority  M 
'must  rule,' and  the  matron’s  mleisfctfl 
Majority,  and  her  Majority  is  All,  uutan 
has  granted  an  extra  special  p< r mitfonfl 
valuable  minutes  after  time. 

One  thing  is  quite  certain,  mid  lb 
that  no  better,  cleaner,  or  healthier « 
modation  is  offered  in  the  most  pnlntiill 
in  this  country  than  is  provided  in 
.North-Western  Co-operative  CuuraWB 
Homes,  and  I am  firmly  conrimsd  nw 
Co-operative  Holiday  Homo  ~ 

lished  with  similar  accommndat 
— with  certain  slight  modifier 
menu — we  should  have  the  moi 
retail  societies  spending  their  Midril 
family  parties,  and  spending  their 
money  co-operatively,  with  probwj 
dividend  in  at  the  bargain. 

Round  Scarborough. 

. As  a concluding  note,  I would  just 
to  say  that  there  are  some  very  r 
places  within  easy  reach  of  Scarborough 
one  in  particular  calls  for  special  nier^B 
and  that  is  a trip  to  Hay  burn  Wyke. 
North-Eastern  Railway  Company  m,,c! 
si ons  during  the  season  every  day ■ ty 
Saturday,  at  a return  faro  of  Is.  wL 
charabanc  proprietors  charge 
ol  only  about  an  hour.  The  st :> t i°u 3t 
burn  Wyke  is  within  a beautiful  && 
close  to  the  station  is  the  hotel  oftb® 
name,  where . a good  afternoon  tea  1 
obtained  for  Is..  6d.  and  a 3d.  ticket  * 
permits  of  a tour  through  a wood,  _ 
scribe  which  I am  lost  for  word! 
through  the  wood  runs  a trout  stfe*?' 
tiout  fishing  can  be  indulged  in 
a fishing  permit  at  the  hotel.  v “ 3 
transformation  comes  when  one  read* 
end  of  the  wood  and  arrives  on  the 
of  a sheltered  bay,  or  better  know"  ^ 
Hnyburn  Wyke.  Of  course,  for  ^ 
vigorous  visitors  who  would  like  • 
trip  it  is  possible  to  walk  south"1' 
wards  Scarborough  by  the  edge  0*  ^ 
overlooking  the  sea  from  a height 
at  different  points  from  400  to  * 
above  sea  level.  Or  the  walk  may  ^ 
iu  a northerly  direction  towards  I 3 ^ 
both  are  pleasant;  but  the  \atti*  ^ 
about  five  miles  and  the  former  a1 
when  allowance  is  made  for  fm  ■° 
coast  line  indentations. 


“ Your  evor-lmproving 

County  Durham  Reader  of  tlje 
Monthly.’  ” , , 


j„,.y  SB.  1922- 
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A RECORD  turnout. 

• AYLESBURY’S  GALA  DAY. 

AYjiat  was  regarded  as  tlie  finest  proces- 

• n ever  seen  m tlie  town  took  place  in. 
Section  with  tl»  g:*Li  promoted  by  tie 
,“.„tional  department  of  the  Aylesbury 

Ky  on  July  8th,  Nearly  100  children 
lered  for  the  special  prizes  awarded  for 
Utilise  displays,  and  most  of  them  advcr- 
C.W.S.  productions.  There  were  1 ,000 
rhildren  in  the  procession  altogether. 

C The  gala  and  sports  were  held  in  the 
society’s  field  in  Buckingliam-road.  The 
ieatlier  in  the  early  afternoon  was  flue,  and 
Slowed  the  procession  to  be  seen  at  its 
Lst;  but  rain  fell  later,  and  the  large  com- 
ny  present  were  glad  of  the  shelter  which 
,«'s  and  an  improvised  bandstand  afforded 
li  the  field. 

The  procession,  which  started  from  the 
rentral  stores  in  High-street,  was  headed 
. v gyiesbury  Printing  Works  Prize  Band, 
which  afterwards  played  selections  Ln  the 
field.  After  tlie  band  came  the  children  in 
fancv  dresses.  There  were  also  decorated 
dolls'  prams,  a bicycle,  hand  truck,  itc., 
and  the  parade,  with  these  many  coloured 
drosses  and  vehicles,  made  a very  pleasing 
spectacle,  some  of  the  dresses  being  ex- 
troiiielv  clever  in  design  and  pretty  in 
appearance.  The  rear  of  the  procession 
comprised  youngsters  not  in  fancy  dress, 
hut  who,  being  members’  children,  had  come 
to  share  in  tlie  fun. 

Having  arrived  at  the  field,  the  competi- 
tors in  fancy  dress  were  paraded  before  tlie 
judges,  who  had  many  prizes  to  award, 
and  n difficult  task  in  adjudicating  amongst 
manv  competitors.  T1ie.se  officials  were 
Mrs.  Price  (AylesbUryl,  Mr.  Tuffnell  (Berk- 
hamsted  Society),  and  Mr.  J.  Mansfield 
(also  of  Berkhnmsted).  The  prizes  were 
eventually  awarded  as  follows  : — 

Best  costume,  any  variety  (open  to  girls 
of  9 to  14  yeare  of  age):  1,  Dons  Brown; 

2,  Ivy  Reading ; 3,  Gladys  Brown  ; oonsolu- 
tion,  Dora  Thorpe  and  Rosie  Mills. 

Decorated  bicycle  (only  one  entry) : Amy 
Evans. 

Decorated  dolls’  prams:  1,  Joan  Weston; 

2,  Kathleen  Watson;  3,  Vera  Ockendon. 

Best  costume  (boys,  5 to  9 years) : 1 . 

Alfred  Green;  2,  Frank  Raynes.  Girls  (5 
to  9 years):  1,  Annie  Ostlre;  2,  Nora 
Tapping. 

Costume  advertising  C.W.S.  productions  : 

1,  Ivy  Robertson;  2,  Reginald  T.  Foskott; 

3,  C.  Fincher. 

Costume  advertising  Silvertown  produc- 
tions: 1,  Lily  Badrick;  2,  May  Keedle;  3, 
Percy  Hayward. 

Costume  advertising  Luton  cocoa : 1, 
Millie  Hayward;  2,  Gilbert  Fincher;  3, 
Edith  George. 

Costume  advertising  Crumpsall  biscuits : 

1,  Hilda  Rogers;  2,  Alan  Wise;  3, . Gwenia 
Lake. 

Costume  advertising  C.W.S.  tea:  1, 

Donald  Edmonds;  2,  Ruby  Brooks;  3,  Owen 
Parrish. 

Consolation  prizes  were  given  on  aocount 
the  large  number  of  entries  in  the  com- 
petition to  Christopher  Clarke.  Edward 
Read.  Charles  Read,  T.  Ockendon,  D.  Sirett, 
and  J. -Evans. 

Immediately  after  the  carnival  judges  had 
finished  their  duties,  attention  was  turned 
to  a substantial  programme  of  sports.  In 
the  absence  of  Airs.  Tuffnell  (Berkham- 
Hed),  the  prizes  were  distributed  by  Mr.  G. 

H.  Knight.  Owing  to  the  damp  state  of 
toe  grass  and  the  very  uncertain  weather, 

? concert  and  dance  arranged  for  the  even- 
had  to  be  cancelled.  Nevertheless,  the 
children  spent  a very  happy  day,  and  were 
^11  provided  for,  owing  to  the  excellent 
arrangements  made  by  Air.  G.  H.  Ashworth 
(Secretary)  and  his  committee. 


business  meetings. 

JSWi^h;rThe  half-yearly  report  pre- 
i j afc  tlle,  members’  meeting  on  Alondav 
t')e  s:L*es  for  tbe  last  six  months 
i tef  to-  |251j652,  a decrease  of  £61.620 
Wltb  t're  corresponding  period  of 
prki^VaC^Ullted  tor  chiefly  b-v  the  fallen 
a™;  ,fhe  sna’re  capital  was  £202.760,  and 
*i|L  1,767  depositors, 

for  A to  tbeir  cr<xbt-  The  surplus 

the  film  . f'-vear  was  £18,278,  from  which 
e ilwsr^j-  r lecomniended  the  payment  of 
:le,ld  of, 8d.  in  tlie  pound,  ltefer- 
1 “ ,nade  to  tlie  retirement  of  Air.  J. 

Positt!  (e?"e,raJ  manager).  “ The  sound 
' "hich  the  society  now  occupies,” 
r-^  state<J’  ‘‘  with  its  magnificent 
Jhilitv  1S  ^reabv  due  t«  his  foresight  and 

»***  (LK,e,nt>- — The  quarterly  meeting, 
?th  u-, USf , m tbe  society's  hall  on  July 
*as  ..’f'y  wel*  attended.  The  chair 
A.  D n p , b?  the  president  (Councillor 
^7  s’  J-P.).  The  report  showed 
agai  ‘or  the  quarter  amounting  to  £34,718, 
iponjj  'l  tobal  of  £38,883  for  the  corre- 
°f  last  year.  Taking  into 
^ttsflnf10'1  l°wer  prices,  it  was  a very 
rr«k<*»i  ^.'noroase.  Share  capital  ha<l  in- 
tho  the  quarter  by  £2,681,  and 

product;  had  increased  by  83.  Milk 

gallons  " Ju°m  the  f?'rm  totalled  6,377 
claim,,  ;«•  i J.  collective  life  assurance 
£104  Tb  dun!1^  the  quqrter  amounted  to 
41  TWByT  s^ci°ty  has  acquired  property 
br^noh  a°n  for  tbe  PurPose  of  opening  a 


Ifitcrnat;^  ^r?ni  tbe  Royal  Arsenal  Society's 
'ill  leav  i4'1*  .^'o-operative  Travel  Guild 
week’s  £ \0l?don  011  Friday  en  route  for  a 
have  jj_  Ur  ln  Germanov.  Arrangements 
live  stor"  niado  to  visit  various  co-opera- 
08  and  productive  works. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


The  staff  of  the  Cardiff  district  of  the  C.I.S. 
held  their  first  annual  outing  to  Weston-super- 
Mare,  Bristol,  and  Durdham  Downs  on  Wed- 
nesday, last  week,  and  during  their  itinerary 
inspected  the  C.W.S.  Bristol  depot,  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  W.  Hillman  (district  manager 
of  Bristol  South),  Clifton  Suspension  Bridge, 
and  the  Zoological  Gardens.  The  party  spent 
a most  enjoyable  time  in  glorious  weather. 

After  tea,  Mr.  J.  C.  Sykes  (manager  of  “ H ” 
Division)  addressed  the  party,  arid  referred 
to  the  phenomenal  progress  of  the  C.I.S.,  and 
mentioned  the  fact  that  the  /Cardiff  district, 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  G.  E.  Bishop, 
had  increased  the  life  premium  income  this 
year  to  the  extent  of  over  150' percent. "" 

Since  January  of  this  year  the  number  of 
full-time  agents  connected  with  the  Cardiff 
district  of  the  C.I.S.  have  been  increased  by 
eleven,  and  they  are  all  doing  exceptionally 
well.  All  of  the  new  agents  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  co-operative  and  trade  unionist 
movements,  and  were  unemployed  when  they 
were  appointed.  They  have  fully  justified 
their  engagements,  and  not  only  have  they 
increased  the  business  of  the  Insurance  Society, 
but  have  consolidated  the  position  of  the 
Cardiff  Society. 

A joint  demonstration  and  carnival,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Penygraig,  Ton,  and  Mid- 
Rhondda  Societies;  was  held  on  Thursday  last, 
a full  report  of  which  will  appear  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  “ News.”  Mr.  Rhys  J.  Davies, 
M.P.,  Dr.  Marion  Phillips,  Mr.  T.  I.  Mardy 
Jones  (Labour  candidate,  Pontypridd  and  dis- 
trict), Mr.  Burt  Williams  (C.W.S.,  London), 
County  Councilloc  Arthur  Jones  (Coed  Ely), 
and  Air.  J.  Thomas  (president,  Penygraig 
Society)  were  among  the  speakers.  A fancy 
dress  display  and  a trade  procession  of  deco- 
rated ears  were  two  features,  for  which  prizes 
were  awarded. 

The  “ Wheatsheaf  ” Recreation  Club,  which 
is  composed  of  the  members  of  the  St.  Mary- 
street  (Cardiff)  C.W.S.  depot,  will  hold  their 
first  annual  sports  at  Pongam  Farm,  just  on 
the  outskirts  of  Cardiff,  this  (Saturday)  after- 
noon. Over  200  entries  have  been  received 
for  eighteen  .events,  and  some  really  good 
amateur  efforts  will  be  witnessed.  The  sports 
will  be  held  under  A.A.A.  rules,  and  valuable 
prizes  are  offered  for  competition,  including  a 
silver  cup.  Co-operators  from  all  parts  of 
Wales  will  be  cordially  welcomed,  and  admis- 
sion will  be  free  to  all  who  are  connected  with 
the  movement. 

Many  of  the  Women's  Guilds  in  South 
Wales,  in  spite  of  the  depression,  are 
arranging  a day  at  the  seaside,  and  Barry 
Island  and  Porthcawl  seem  to  be  the 
favourite  resorts.  Before  the  war,  when 
trade  was  good,  the  usual  thing  was  to 
arrange  for  a beat  trip  to  the  'Combe  and 


Weston.  Members  of  the  Ton  Women’s 
Guild  spent  a day  at  Barry  Island  recently 
As  a tip  to  those  within  easy  distance  of 
Cardiff,  make  use  of  the  Barry  Co-operative 
Society’s  motor  service,  which  runs  between 
Barry  Island  and  the  C.W.S.  Depot,  St. 
Maiy-street. 

An  appeal  is  being  made  vo  the  members 
of  the  Penygraig  Society  to  increase  their 
share  capital.  During  the  coal  stoppage  a 
considerable  amount  of  credit  was  allowed, 
and  it  is  regretted  that  some  of  those  who 
benefited  as  a result  of  the  generosity  of  the 
society  have  Ceased  to  trade  at  the  stores. 

There  has  b?en  a slight  decrease  in  the 
membership  of  the  Ferndale  Society,  which 
operates  in  a district  whore  industrial 
depression  is  rife.  It  is  satisfactory  that 
during  the  last  half-year  a profit  of  £3,S; 
was  made  in  all  departments.  The  total 
membership  is  now  3,453  arid  the  sales  tor- 
tile last  half-year  amounted  to  £109,001. 

With  a membership  of  2,277  the  Average 
weekly  purchases  at  Nantyniicel  amounted  to 
£1  7s.  9d.,-ond  tlie  purchases  of  the  society 
from  co-operative  sources  amounted  to  76.5 
per  cent.  The  total  claims  paid  in  respect  of 
collective  life  assurance  amount  to  £1,183. 
Tire  committee  report  tluit  trade  shrews  a 
slight  increase,  and  the  average  purchases 
per  member  per  week  have  increased  by 
Is.  5d.  “On  the  other  hand,”  states  the 
report,  “ share  capital  shows  a slight  decline 
due  to  tlie  fact  that  many  of  our  members 
have  had.td  draw  upon  their  fairings  of  past 
years  in  order  to  make  up  the  low  wages  mow 
prevailing.”  Yet  there  are  intelligent 
people  who  still  believe  that  the  co-operative 
movement  should  take  no  interest  in  polities! 

Tlie  Ton  Society’s  bakery  turned  out 
394,190  4lbT  loaves  in  six  nionths,rin  addition 
to  small  goods  to  the  value  od-  nearly  £2,000. 
During  the  same  period  177  pigs,  weighing 
16,513lbs.  came  from  the  society's  piggery, 
and  whilst  the  pork  was  sold  at  less  tha 
market  prices,  there  was  a profit  of  £73. 

Two  important  bye-elections  are  taking 
place  in  South  Wales,  and,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  both  elections  are  taking  place 
mining  districts,  one  would  be  pardoned  lor 
expecting  that  the  nominees  of  the  Coalition 
in  both  instanoes  will  be  defeated. 

In  Gower,  Air.  D.  R.  Grenfell,  tjie  nominee 
of  Labour  is,  and  has  been  for  many  years, 
associated  with  the  co-operative  movement. 
In  the  Pontypridd  Division,  Mr.  T.  I.  Mardy 
Jones,  the  Labour  candidate, .is  opposing  the 
return  of  Mr.  T.  A.: Lewis,  the  present 
Alember,®  whose  appointment  as  a Junior 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  forced  the  election. 
Pontypridd  is  a mining  stronghold,  oral  lias 
probably  suffered  as  badly,  if  not  worse,  than 
most  mining  districts,  as  a result  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government.  Mr.  Jones  is  a 
staunch  co-operator. 


CRIPPLING  THE  SCHOOLS 

METROPOLITAN  ASSOCIATIONS 
PROTEST. 


The  North  and  South  Aletropolitan 
Association,  through  Mr.  R.  Hibberd,  the 
secretary,  have  forwarded  a letter  to 
Members  of  Parliament  and  the  London 
County  Conncil,  calling  attention  to  the 
Council's  proposals,  acting  under,  pressure 
from  the  Board  of  Education,  to  employ 
as  a first  step  to  meet  the  demand  for 
economy  100  unqualified  persons  in  place 
of  trained  teachers  in  the  lower  classes  in 
infants’  schools. 

“ We  beg  to  give  our  opinion,”  the  letter 
states,  “ that  this  is  not  only  not  a step 
in  the  direction  of.  true  economy,  but  must 
in  the  light  of  modern  knowledge  and 
science  be  termed  a waste  of  the  worst 
description,  The  care  of  infants  cannot 
safely  be  entrusted  to  untrained  persons, 
and  such  may  easily  result  in  harm  to  the 
minds  of  children  at  their  most  susceptible 
age. 

“ In  our  opinion  this  is  false  economy 
at  the  expense  of  the  working  classes  and 
of  the  country  generally.  Persons  of  means 
will  not  be  affected  by  the  proposal  if 
carried  into  effect,  but  people  who  have  to 
consider  every  penny  will  not  be  able  to 
provide  trained  persons  to  look  after  their 
infants. 

“ It  is  such  class  legislation  as  this  which 
is  responsible  for  the  bitter  feeling  which 
is  gradually  rising  up  amongst  the  workers 
of  this  country,  and  we  feel  it  to  be  our 
duty  to  join  in  the  cry  of  protest  which  is 
being  raised,  and  to  express  the^  hope  that 
you  will  use  your  influence  to  prevent  the 
proposals  from  being  acted  upon.” 


Members  of  the  London  Managers’  Asso- 
ciation paid  an  instructive  visit  to  the 
English  and  Scottish  C.W.S.  cocoa  and 
chocolate  works  on  Tuesday. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 
AND  NEWS. 

A sincere  and  enthusiastic  welcome  was 
extended  to  Mr.  W.  Brown  on  his  return  to 
active  participation  in  the  work  of  the 
Bristol  and  Somerset  Conference  Associa- 
ticn,  at  Weston,  on  Saturday.  M r . Brown 
partumxited  in  tlie  discussions  with  all  his 
old-time  wit  and  solidity  of  argument. 

The  Minehead  Society’s  recent  report 
■reveals  a very  strong  position.  Tha  society 
has  re-invested  in  shares  and  loan  a larger 
sum  than  the  total  share  capital  of  the 
society,  and  whilst  the  whole  cost  of  the 
fixtures  of  the  business  lias  been  depreciated, 
the  reserve  fund  stands  at  61  per  cent,  of 
the  total  share  capital.  A surplus  of  Is.  in 
the  pound  has  been  maintained,  and  alto- 
gether this  society  lias  attained  a position  of 
solidity  of  which  the  manager  (Mr.  W. 
Warren)  and  his  colleagues  are  justly  proud. 

The  meeting  at  Weston-super-Mare  of  the 
Bristol  and  Somerset  Association  was  indica- 
tive  of  the  keen  interest  taken  in  the  countv 
by  the  various  societies.  The  discussion  of 
tlie  various  topics  was  of  a very  high  order, 
and  in  so  far  as  the  paper  was  concerned 
was  due  very  largely  to  the  excel- 
lent manner  in  which  Mr.  Ramsden 
(managing  secretary,  Weston-super-Mare 
Society)  introduced  tlie  same.  The  meeting 
was  unanimous  in  approving  of  tbe  scheme 
of  a national  society,  although  differences  of 
opinion  were  expressed  as  to  the  best 
methods  of  bringing  tliis  into  existence. 

Most  elaborate  arrangements  have  bean 
made  by  the  Wells  Society  for  their  fete  «n 
July  26th,  and  a host  of  workers  Iiave 
offered  their  help  for  tlie  occasion.  The 
sectional  organiser  is  to  address  the  gather- 
ing in  tlie  afternoon  and  a successful 
event  is  assured  if  weather  conditions  arc 
favourable. 


SAFE,  SOUND,  AND 

HEALTHY. 

EBBW  VALE  SOCIETY'S  POSITION. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Ebbor  Vale 
IiidustnaJ  and  Provident  Society  was  held 
on  Saturday  in  the  Nobo  Baptist  Schoolroom, 
ihe  president  (Mr.  A.  H.  I.lovd)  was  in  tlm 
chair,  and  there  was  a 'fair  attendance  of 
members. 

The  report  showed  sales  for  the  twenty- 
six  weeks  amounting  to  £64,868,  or  a weekly 
average  of  £2,495.  The  general  depression 
in  trade,  as  well  as  the  reduction  in  the  v.ilue 
of  commodities  sold,  reflected  itself  in  the 
sales.  The  members’  capital,  including 
interest  stood  at  £44,447,  compared  with 
£46,264  last  half-year.  “ We  take  it  as  a 
very  gratifying  expression  of  confidence,” 
says  the  report,  “to  find  in  these  most 
abnormal  times  that  the  members  have 
. shown  no  anxiety  so  far  as  their  holdings  in 
the  society  are  concerned,  and  we  can  with- 
out hesitation  guarantee  to  the  members 
that  the  stability  of  the  society  is  in  a safe, 
sound,  and  healthy  financial  position,  and 
comparable  to  any  society  in  South  Wales.” 

The  bakery  output  was  as  follows  :— Num- 
ber of  loaves  baked,  425,833  ; cake.  5,9421bs.  • 
smalls,  485,764.  Tlie  amount  disposable 
after  providing  for  management  expenses, 
including  £995  interest,  £281  for  collective 
life  premiums,  £861  for  depreciation,  and 
£200  to  reserve  fund,  enabled  the  committee 
to^ recommend  dividend  at  Is.  in  the  pound. 

The  General  Manager,  in  replying  to  a 
question,  eloquently  upheld  the  sociely’s 
position  , and  instil  need  tire  various  factors 
responsible  for  the  decreased  membership 
and  sales.  He  further  added  tluit  had  it  not 
been  for  the  far-sighted  jolicy  pursued 
during  the  whole  of  the  war  period,  tire 
society’s  position,  which,  lie  contended,  was 
one  of  the  best  in  the  valley,  would  certainly 
not  have  been  as  it  was  tliat  day.  He  could 
assure  them  that  the  society  was  in  a safe, 
sound,  and  healthy  financial  position,  and 
what  was  wanted  now  was  loyalty  and  faith 
in  their  own  institution.  ■ 

Tlie  President  declared  the  following  os 
the  successful  candidate  for  the  board  of 
management  and  education  committee. 
Board  of  management:  Mr.  G.  Tudgay  and 
Airs.  Al.  Murphy,  for  Wauidlwvd  and  Cwm 
respectively;  Mrs.  E.  Honeyfield,  and 
Messrs.  W.  T.  Pattimore  and  T.  Batten 
(Ebbw  Vale).  Education  oommittee  : Afrs. 
M.  L.  Davies  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Collard  (Ebbw 
Vale),  Mr.  A.  W organ  (Cwm),  and  Air.  Af. 
Brewer  (Waunllwyd). 


WITHAM  SPORTS  DAY. 

The  management  committee  of  the 
Witham  Society  entertained  nearly  700 
children  to  tea  on  Saturday.  The  children, 
headed  by  the  Witham  Town  Band,  marched 
in  procession  from  Avenue-road  down  to 
the  field  kindly  lent  by  Air.  Beadel,  where 
the  sports  were  held.  Mr.  S.  Woolnough 
arranged  the  sports  programme,  there 
being  some  480  entries  for  the  various 
events. 

After  ten,  each  child  received  a box  of 

■ eets,  and  a Ixmdon  company  j> f enter- 
tainers highly  amused  the  children  for  an 
hour.  Prizes  were  also  given  to  those 
children  who  wore  fancy  costumes  in  the 
procession,  and  also  for  the  best  bunches 
of  garden  and  wild  flowers.  These  were 
arranged  by  the  children  themselves.  About 
200  members  also  had  tea,  making  the 
total  at  the  gala  nearly  900  in  all. 

Jn  hi«  speech  at  the  end  of  a most  enjoy- 
able time,  Mr.  A.  Cole  thanked  all  who 
had  helped  to  make  the  day  such  a success, 
especially  Mr.  Baldwin.  Aliss  Wade,  and 
the  committee,  also  Air.  S.  Woolnough, 
who  directed  the  sports,  and  Airs.  Baldwin 
and  Airs.  Goody  who,  with  a band  of  willing 
Indy  helpers,  carried  out  the  tea  arrange- 
ments splendidly.  To  all  who  had  helped 
my  way  hearty  cheers  were  given. 


THE  NATIONAL  SOCIETY. 

WESTON  CONFERENCE  IN  FAVOUR 


The  quarterly  conference  of  the  Bristol 
and  Somerset  District  Association  was  held 
under  the  auspices  of  tlie  Weston-super- 
Alare  Society  on  Saturday  last,  when  a large 
company,  representing  the  societies  and 
guilds  of  the  district,  met  in  the  Council 
Schools  at  Looking-road. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Treasure  presided,  and  in  con- 
junction witli  Air.  W.  Brown,  J.P.,  extended 
a very  cordial  welcome  to  the  delegates. 

The  subject  for  discussion  was  Air.  T.  W. 
Alercer’s  paper  on  “ The  Proposed  National 
Co-operative  Society,”  tlie  speaker  being 
Mr.  G.  W.  Ramsden  (secretary  and  manager 
of  Weston  Society),  who  dealt  with  the 
subject  in  an  able  and  lucid  mnnnef. 

A very  interesting  discussion  was  sus- 
tained by  delegates  from  Yeovil.  Radstock, 
Bristol,  Bridgwater,  Twerton,  Frome, 
Weston,  and  Frampton  Cotterell. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  by  the 
Chairman  and  seconded  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Gill, 
and  carried  with  only  one  dissentient  vote  : — 

That,  in  view  of  the  many  consolidations 
that  are  taking  place  all  around  us  in 
the  world  of  capital,  the  time  is  now 
ripe  for  the  co-operative  movement  to 
bring  itself  into  closer  internal  unity  by 
organisation  of  its  forces,  both  whole- 
sale and  retail,  into  ono  national  so- 
ciety; and  that  we  hereby  suggest  that 
tlie  Central  Board  do  all  in  its  power 
to  bring  the  same  into  being. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communicaiions  intended  for  these  Pages  should  bo 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  “Women's  Pages," 
“Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


CO-OPERATIVE 

CLANNISHNESS. 

WHY  NOT? 

The  other  day  we  were  talking  with 
a young  Scotsman,  whose  birthplace 
and  home  are  in  the  Midlands — not  in 
Scotland.  We  were  discussing  the 
clannishness  of  the  Scots  and  the  per- 
sistence with  which  they  proclaimed 
their  nationality  and  name,  even  al- 
though—like  our  visitor— they  know 
nothing  of  Scotland  beyond  the  family 
“ hearsay.” 

The  discussion  was  interesting  from 
many  points  of  view,  but  none  of  it 
quite  relevant  to  our  “ Page  ” except 
the  thoughts  which  grew  out  of  his 
final  explanation — as  to  one  result  of 
always  making  his  nationality  known. 
He  said,  “ Wherever  I go  if  there’s  a 
Scotsman  in  the  company,  and  he  knows 
I am  Scottish,  lie’s  my  friend  at  once  ! ” 

This  set  us  thinking  whether  it  is  not 
time  that  we  co-operators  took  a little 
more  pride  in  our  name  and  the  “stat;” 
to  which  we  belong. 

Vast  numbers  of  us,  of  course,  have 
never  been  near  Rochdale — the  birth- 
place of  co-operation,  as  we  now  know 
it — but  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  be  well  up  in  its  lore  and  proud  of 
its  wonderful  achievements. 

We  know  from  personal  experience 
the  effect  of  meeting  fellow  co-operators, 
and  the  atmosphere  of  friendliness 
which  immediately  surrounds  us  when 
our  mutual  interest  is  disclosed  by  some 
casual  remark.  How  much  more  fre- 
quently could  this  pleasurable  atmos- 
phere of  friendliness  be  evoked,  if  we 
cultivated  the  gift  of  our  Scottish  friend 
of  making  himself  known. 

These  "thoughts  may  seem  obvious, 
since  everyone  knows  that  ther^  is  no 
ground  of  friendship  like  a common 
interest  in  ideals,  but  it  does  lead  to  a 
suggestion,  that  there  are  for  everyone 
of  us,  opportunities  which  we  should  not 
miss,  of  making  the  ideals  of  co-operation 
our  common  ground  of  friendship  where- 
ever  we  may  go. 

There  is  so  much  in  these  ideals  that 
is  not  yet  fully  understood  even  by  co- 
operators  themselves.  As  Miss  LI. 
Davies  so  admirably*  put  it  in  her 
inaugural  address,  “ the  abolition  of 
profit-making'  and  democratic  control 
mark  out  co-operation  as  nothing  less 
than  a revolutionr— so  fundamental, 
vital,  and  transforming  is  the  change 
it  is  effecting  in  the  economic  structure 
of  society.”  The  personal  gain  ex- 
perienced by  the  automatic  process-  of 
saving  by  spending  (the  co-operative 
housewife’s  method  of  raising  her  hus- 
band’s wages),  has  loomed  so  large  that 
it  has  stood  in  the  way  of  their  seeing 
the  wider  outcome  of  their  action,” 

As  we  shall  move  about  on  our  holiday 
jaunts  during  the  next  few  weeks,  let 
us  seize  every  opportunity  we  may  of 
meeting  fellow-co-operators,  and  of 
getting  away  in  friendly  conversation 
from  some  of  the  more  material  diffi- 
culties and  perplexities  of  every  da}* 
life  and  consider  some  of  these  larger 
aspects  of  our  commou  interest. 

How  much  there  is  to  talk  about,  for 
instance,  on  the  interdependence  of  one 
nation  with  another  in  the  matter  of 
trade  and  industry',  and  how  complete 
might  be  the  ” revolution  ” effected  by 
the  substitution  of  co-operative  methods 
to  the  world’s  buying  and  selling  ! 

Then  again,  we  have  to  decide  upon 
the  attitude  which  co-operation  must 
take  up  towards  many  social  subjects — 
not  least  among  them  the  question  of 
married  women’s  place  in  industry. 

These  things  and  many  others  need 
to  be  talked  about,  not  only  on  con- 
ference platforms  by  the  few,  but  in 
every'  home  and  place  where  folks  fore- 
gather and  greet  each  other  on  grounds 
of  mutual  friendship.  So  shall  we 
strengthen  our  faith,  increase  our  en- 
thusiasm, and  steady  our  outlook  upon 
the  future. 

Boston  spa,  yorkshire-the  cooperative 

CAFE.— Parlies  catered  lor.— Apply,  Manageress 
Tadcaster  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Limited,’ 
Btwlon  Spu  Branch,  Boston  Spa,  Yorka. 


THEIR  SOULS  ARE  MARCHING  ON. 


WOMEN  LEAD  THE  WAY  FOR  NO  MORE  WAR 


I 


- 


A few  days  more,  and  history  will 
record  that  eight  years  have  passed  since 
the  ” Great  War  ” was  declared. 

The  unspeakable  horror  of  those 
August  days  of  1914  will  re-awaken  in 
our  memory  when  a veritable  Niagara 
of  trouble,  deceit,  and  diplomacy  over- 
whelmed every  nation. 

The  gentle  dove  of 
peace  thrusting  her 
voice  here,  there, 
everywhere,  by  a sane 
few,  was  crushed  and 
trampled  upon  by  the 
war-mad.  The  world 
wanted  blood — and  it 
got  it. 

Yet  out  of  the  blood 
shed  from  1914  to  1918 
has  arisen  a new,  un- 
tried force.  At  last 
the  nations'  mothers 
have  awakened  to  the 
importance  of  initiating  a counter-stroke 
to  the  hard-faced,  hard-hearted  diplo- 
mats at  whose  doors  all  wars  are  con- 
ceived. 

Initiate  is  quite  ,the  right  word  . to 
use.  Hitherto  women  have  followed  the 
legislation  of  men.  If  they  have  ques- 
tioned it,  they  have  usually  chosen  a 
strong  line  of  opposition  which  has  tom 
rather  than  constructed. 

But  a new  idea  has  been  born.  Moral 
progress  is  a human  concern  impossible 
to  achieve  wheji  men  and  women  are 
divided. 

Mans  whole  instinct  is  pugnacious. 
Through  the  ages  his  quarrels  have  been 
settled  with  fists.  Generally  speaking, 
the  loss  of  a life  here  and  there  has  never 
troubled  him  much. 

However,  1922  witnesses  the  oppor- 
tunity for  the  establishment  of  a new 
order  where  disputes  may  be  settled  by 
reason  instead  of  force..  And  this  new 
way  is  being  brought  about  by  the  initial 
move  of  women,  who  declare  that  they 
will  have  no  more  war.  They  refuse  to 


“ NEVER  AGAIN.”  I 


“ No  More  War  " Demonstra-  £ 
tions  will  be  held  in  London  and  ? 
in  the  provinces,  not  only  in  this  L 
country,  but  throughout  Europe  □ 
and  America,  on  July  29th,  when  ? 
the  People,  not  Statesmen,  will  © 
speak,  and  in  all  solemnity  will  ! 
say  “ Never  Again."  U 


make  it  a sex  question.  Although 
women  are  leading  the  way,  they  do  so 
in  combination  with  large-hearted  men, 
who  are  sick  of  the  political  mess  they 
have  made,  and  who  look  to  the  women 
for  purity,  no  bloodshed,  and  peace. 

Declarations  of  war  are  common  histor- 
ical records.  But  a new 
and  a greater  declara- 
tion will  be’  made  dur- 
ing the  next  few  days. 
Tributes  will  be  paid 
to  it  by  alien  nations 
who  fought  at  each 
other’s  throats  a few 
years  back.  Great 
oceans  separating 
greater  countries  will 
not  prevent  the 
united  demand  for 
“No  More  War.” 
1 1 i s a world-wide 
hope.  It  rises  from 
the  throats  of  liungry-liearted  mothers  of 
many  nations.  It  is  a passionate  vow 
with  the  youth  of  the  laud.  Mothers  of 
young  children  are  adding  their  un- 
whispered prayer  that  no  war  shall  claim 
the  precious  toddlers  round  their  feet. 

“ No  More  War  “proclaims  even'  love 
of  humanity  ! And  women  are  leading 
the  way  in  this  new  adventure. 

The  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild  is 
not'  behind.  But  the  enthusiasm  of 
declarations  of  this  nature  are  apt  to 
sweep  the  countries  for  a wild,  short 
period  only.  The  real  solidarity  and 
strength  of  the  “ No  More  War  cam- 
paign is  in  the  home. 

Each  time  you  buy  your  child  a tin 
soldier  you  pull  down  the  “ No  More 
War  ” structure.  The  policy  of  getting 
your  own  back  on  every  occasion  is  fatal 
to  permanent  peace. 

In  nameless  graves  shattered  bodies 
lie.  But  " their  souls  are  marching  on.” 
They  died  for  peace.  It  is  our  concern 
to  establish  it  for  eternity. 

Beatrice  Marshall. 


SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


CO-OPERATORS  ARISE! 


Dear  Madam, — As  oue  of  the  delegates 
privileged  to  attend  the  Portsmouth  Con- 
gress, I realise  that  the  results  of  such  a 
large  and  important  gathering  depend  on 
what  we  women  do  now  that  we  are  home 
again. 

True,  we  are  only  ordinary  women,  not 
specially  gifted,  but  sensible  enough  to 
know  we  all  have  some  influence,  and  can 
stir  up  others  to  join  us. 

Take  the  questions  discussed  : “ The  War 
and  Armaments,”  “ Housing,”  “ Educa- 
tion,” “ Food  Prices  and  Supply,”  “ Taxes,” 
“ Unemployment,”  and  the  still  more  vital 
matter,  “ The  Political  Side  of  Co-opera- 
tion,” which  we  are  bound  to  face  sooner  or 
later.  As  co-operators,  we  should  combine 
to  vote.  If  we  rose  above  party  spJPlt,  and 
stood  as  one  big  powerful  body,  pledged  to 
put  our  best,  most  level-headed  people  to 
represent  us  and  work  for  needed  reforms, 
our  united  vote  would  tell.  We-do  want  the 
right  people  to  act  for  us.  Then  let  us  put 
in  power  men  and  women  with  brains  enough 
aud  soul  enough  to  do  more  than  make 
promises,  and  we  shall  get  what  we  want. 

As  we  consider  the  immense  National 
Debt  of  to-day  and  the  wicked  waste  of 
capital,  we  all  shudder  at  the  results  of 
present  leadership.  Exorbitant  taxes  are 
levied  on  workers,  whilst  thousands  on 
thousands  are  lavishly  spent  with  no  return, 
while  those  who  fought  and  suffered  for 
their  country  have  still  heavy  burdens 
thrust  on  them.  Tlie  shame  is  ours  that  we 
do  not  assert  ourselves  for  the  sake  of 
humanity  and  get  this  state  of  things 
changed. 

If,  as  women  delegates,  we  remind  our- 
selves of  the  strong  arguments  used  at  Con- 
gress to  solve  the  various  problems,  and 
determine  in  the  future  to  act,  what  a prac- 
tical force  we  should  lie.  We  sing  very 
heartily  “England,  Arise”;  why  not 
“Co-operators,  Arise”?  L.  J. 


SPLENDID  SUMMER  NUMBER  OF 

“WOMAN’S  OUILOOK” 

contains  articles  on  Georgian  Women, 
American  Life  To-Day,  The  Picnic 


AFTERTHOUGHTS  OF 

CONGRESS. 

Dear  Madam,— -It  is  easy  to  criticise, 
and  unless  criticism  has  a constructive 
quality  it  is  of  little  use. 

To  me  the  outstanding  feature  of  tlie 
recent  Congress  at  Portsmouth  was  that  few 
delegates  really  understood  the  rules  of 
debate.  This  was  shown  when  the  discus- 
sion on  the  Workers’  Press  took  place.  In 
this  case  the  carried  amendment,  became  the 
last  substantive  resolution.  It  was  the  most 
unfortunate  business  of  tlie  Congress,  and 
tlie  chairman,  in  her  anxiety  to  help,  some- 
what confused  tlie  issue.  I admit  tliat  a 
comprehensive  resolution  on  the  question 
was  gained,  but  tlie  procedure  adopted 
should  not  have  been  necessary.  Therefore 
when  preparing  guild  programmes,  a discus- 
sion on  rules  of  debate  might  very  profitably 
conic  in.  Anotlier  matter  worthy  of  con- 
sideration is  tlie  question  of  allowin''  every 
guild  president  at  least  one  week  before 
Congress,  absolute  freedom  from  all  uuild 
duties.  b 

Mrs.  Dewsbury  Jiad  had  a most  trying  and 
strenuous  year,  and  to  handle  sucli  a large 
gathering  at  the  end  of  ritonths  of  anxiety  in 
the  splendid  way  she  did  is  an  achievement 
worthy  a halo.  Again,  a little  training  in 
voice  production  would  be  an  inestimable 
boon  to  Congress-goers . Manv  speakers 
pitch  the  voice  too  high.  This  liasTn  rasping, 
wearying  effect,  which  soon  tires  the 
listeners.  If  the  voice  is  properly  produced 
there  is  no  need  for  shouting  Here  n«aiii 
guild  secretaries  could  achieve  great  thuigB 
by  placing  such  opportunities  before  our 
members. 

Then,  many  guilds  instruct  then- delegates 
winch  way  to  vote  on  the  agenda  items.  But 
should  this  policy  be  rigidly  kept?  Is  it  not 
lar  better  to  allow  delegates  a free  hand? 
Discussion  reveals  so  many  points  that  let 
in  freph  air  on  subjects. 

Lastly,  if  one  may  say  so.  Congress  dele- 
gates would  do  well  to  pack  in  their  trunks 
an  overdose  of  tolerance.  Personal  anta- 
gonism to  movers  of  resolutions,  who  are 
expressing  the  view®  of  their  branches  is  not 
to  be  encouraged.  M.  B. 

Northern  News,— New  Guild  branohes 
have  been  opened  in  the  South  Durham  dis- 
trict at  Stanley,  Waterhouses,  and  Bishop 
Auckland. 


ISLE-OF-WIGHT  Gl’IlD 

ENTHUSIASTS. 


Mrs.  Barton 
(Secretary  of  the 
Newport  Guild), 


Miss  ('ooici  - 
(See.,  llvilt  Ouild). 


who  have  worked  hard  to  n 
brandies  successful. 


EDUCATION  ECONOMY 

WOMEN  CO-OPERATORS  MUST 
STILL  PROTEST. 


The  following  letter,  which 
itself,  has  been  sent  tu  the  daily 
Guild  members  and  branches  riioukj 
time  in  writing  to  their  M.P.V,  asking 
to  vote  against  Clause  2 of  tlie  JEcoooa 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Bill 

Sir, — Six  months  ago  the  Ce-ddes  Ow 
mittee  reported  in  favour  of  ••xclujif . 
children  under  six  from  tlie  element 
schools.  The  indignant  outcry  of  pareatj 
and  teaoliers  all  over  the  country,  for,,] 
from  the  Government  a statement  that  lit 
did  not  intend  to  adopt  this  r<  omnieni. 
tiou,  and  when  the  Education  Estima;,, 
were  before  the  House  this  one  oumonu 
was  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 

Now,  by  the  backdoor  method  of  ; 
Economy  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  If 
the  Government  attempt  to  do  w hat  Lhj 
dared  not  suggest  at  the  time  7" 
Clause  2 -of  the  Bill  only  raises  the  'jorawl 
•sory  attendance  age  to  six,  its  effects  will U 
little  less  deplorable  than  those  of  |l, 
Geddes  proposal.  Thoughtful  pare' 
still  send  their  children  at  live— if  there  i< 
room  for  them.  But  the. children  wlm 
need  the  care  and  happy  training  uf  lb 
infant  school — the  diildovn  of  the  iiuli(fer,:i 
parent — will  be  those  left  to  tlie  danger! 
the  streets  ; nor  is  there  any  likelihood  tli 
local  authorities  will  provide  acconimedali 
where  attendance  is  only  optional. 

On  behalf  of  50,000  working-r  la  motba 
we  protest  against  this  betrayal  of  the  right 
of  little  children  who  cannot  proto  t tin- 
selves,  and  appeal  to  all  the  mot-lie  1$  of  lb 
nation  to  support  our  protest. 

A.  M.  Prosser,  President. 

A.  Honora  Eni'iemi.  ( ,'eneid 
Secretary 

Women’s  Co-operative  Guild, 


OLD-AGE  PENSIONS. 

Dear  Madam, — I received  the  endod 
letter  during  Congress  week,  ami  as  it  b«n 
on  one  of  the  subjects  dealt  with  then, » 
there  is  no  address,  so  that  1 cannot  acknor 
ledge  its  receipt  privately,  perhaps  yon 
let  me  deal  with  the  matter  through  50a! 
columns^  The  letter  shows,  first,  that 
proceedings  are  carefully  watched. 
secondly,  that  there  is  much  that 
supervision  or  revision  in  pension  officers.- 
Yours  sincerely. 

Mart  B.  PKWsprBL 
Enclosure  (Copy). 

Madam, — Pardon  the  liberty  of  an 
operator  for  fifty-four  years  for  writing 
you.  I have  just  been  reading  in  the  dw 
paper  of  your  meetings  taking  place,  p* 
one  of  the  subjects  is  old-age  pensio^ 
Being  a widow,  and  having  spent  m<*t  c 
the  savings  out  of  the  co-operative  sodW' 
I applied  to  the  pensions  eleven  weeks  »*• 
A young  lady  called  011  me.  1 had  to 
her  my  history  from  birth,  which  1 ao® 
ashamed  of.  Since  then  I have 
nothing  more.  I think  that  sonid^JS 
should  bo  done,  so  that  old  people  *®u. 
not  have  to  l>e  kept  waiting  so  long:  a1*® 
think  they  should  have  free  medical 
dance.  1*  should  say  I am  75  .vpa?aj 
and  had  it  not  been  for  being  a member ^ 
the.  co-operative  society,  I could  not  D» 
gone  on  for  so  long  without  asking  n*  ^ 
miserable  sum  of  ten  shillings  to  keep  1 
wolf  from  tlie  door. 

Ax  Old  Co-operator  for  54  Yu*84, 


CENTRAL  FUND  SUBSCRIPTION* 
Dear  Madam. —At  our  last  branch 
ing  the  question  of  the  increased  siibsmy 
tions  to  the  Central  Fund  came  up  for  ^ 
cussion,  and  one  of  our  member.'  aS“€°^( 
all  branches  paid  tlie  same  amount, 
do  not  object  to  paying  the  subsenp 
but  think  that  all  should  pay  wh?  TJ 
amount.  We  are  a new  guild,  niakJi*^  ^ 
but  steady  progress,  and  in  the  near  ^ 
we  intend  having  a field  day  ami  a ' 
show,  and  a.’  the  beginning  of  our,f (Ad 
session  - C.W.S.  exhibition  is  to  **,  ^ 
at  our  society.  Just  recently  wo  asMg^ 
representation  on  the  .Maternity  ^ 

Welfare  Committee,  wliioh  was  Crnnl^ 
Yours.  &c.,  J 

Barbara  Davison,  SccrcW 
Bedlington. 
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■«  WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK  ”-A  GREAT 

TREASURE. 


WHAT  WE  THINK  ABOUT  IT. 


,Vk  ire  continually  receiving  expressions 
, .mcratuiation  and  appreciation  for  the 
W'omaJi's  Outlook.”  'for  which  we  a 
'»  truly  thankful  mid  encouraged 

a robv.  the  t/wo  letters  given  this 
k are  so  worthy  of  publication  that  we 
H they  deserve  insertion  at  the  hands  of 
jf*  n'lio  have  sent  them.  Mrs.  Ro<>  is 
16  timlarly  practical  in  her  suggestion  for 
P1'”,  oatterns,  of  which  we  hope  due 
p will  he  taken.  and  that  the 

Wgestion  will  be  quickly  put  into  force. 


We  know  from  experience  that  what  she 
says  is  true.  The  letter  from  Frau 
Freundlieh  is  most  valuable,  as  coming 
from  the  president  of  the  Women's  Inter- 
national Committee,  and  speaks  for  itself. 
Not  only  at  the  Brighton  Congress  was  the 
" Woman’s  Outlook  ” specially  welcomed 
and  referred  to,  but  at  Portsmouth,  where 
the  Norwegian  and  Swedish  delegates  were 
most  enthusiastic  in  their  praise.  May  we 
point  out  that  the  August  issue  is  now 
ready  for  sale,  and  is  a special  holiday 
number, 


for  more  and  more 


Deak  Mad- 
am, — Always 
when  the  post 
brings  me  a 
copy  of  the 

“ W o m a n’s 
Outlook  ” I 
am  sorry  that 
it  is  not  pos- 
sible to  have 
such  a publi- 
cation in  our 
country.  All 
that  we  pub- 
lish is  so  high 
in  price  that 

ive  c a n n b t 
arrange  new 
publications.  For  this  reason  I am  very 
iapjiv  to  read  your  little  magazine. 
1 get  different  papem:  i>olitical,  trades  union, 
and  all  the  10-operative  papers.  I realise 
bow  few  pipers  are  published  for  housewives. 
And  vet  Housewives  should  he  specially 
(atereil  for.  Housewives  must  be  interested 
in  nil  questions  of  organisation  from 
their  own  standpoint.  There  is  not 

better  literature  in  the  world  for 
women  than  what  is  published  by 
the  co-operators  in  England.  Co-operative 
leaflets  are  splendid,  but  nothing  like  the 
regular  publications.  In  the  " Woman's 
Outlcok  " and  in  the  *‘  Women’s  Pages  ’’  of 
the  “ Co-operative  News”  will  he  found  all 
that  is  nc  essnry  for  interest  of  wives. 
There  are  also  little  articles  and  pictures  for 
the  Children.  I-tell  mv  friends  about  this 
literature  I r the  women  of  Croat  Britain, 
untl  liow  s irry  J ain  that  1 cannot  tram-late 
some  of  tin-  articles  or  the  stories.  I,  hope, 
that  we  will  be  rich  enough  some  time  to 
publish  such  literature,  and  that  we  shall 
yet  be  able  to  have  an  international  paper. 
1 hope  English  co-imperative  housewives 
realise  what  a great  treasure  they  have  in 
the  "Wonmn’s  Outlook.”  and  that  as  n sign 
ol  tlmnks  more  readers  will  be  found  T am 
rerr  glad  indeed  to  speak  what  I feel  about 
these  papers  to  English  friends,  because  all 
cooperative  wives  are  my  friends  and  my 
futeis.  mid  while  it  is  not  possible  to  rorre- 
ipond  with  all,  it  is  possible  to  speak  with 
*l|  through  the  medium  of  the  “ Womens 
Pages”  mid  “Outlook.”  Again  lipping 
.'on  will  get  more  readers. —Your  friend  and 
MH-wteher, 

Emmy  Freundi.icii, 

President  of  the  Women’s  International 
Committee. 


READERS. 


Frau  Freundlich 
(Vienna). 


WHY  NOT  PAPER  PATTERNS? 


Mrs.  Roe,  of 
Failsworth,  and  a 
m e m b c r of  the 
Manchester  Dis- 
trict Committee  of 
t Ii  e W o in  cu’s 
Guild,  has  during 
the  past  year  been 
sp?aking  on  1 The 
Workers’  Press  ” 
to  the  Guild  mem- 
bers in  her  distric  t, 
and  sends  us  the 
follow  ing  letter : — 
Dear  Madam,— 
Allow  me  to  con- 
gratulate you  on 
the  continued  suc- 
cess of  our  splendid 
little  magazine,  the  “ Woman’s  Outlook.” 
T know  from  what  I hare  heard  that  it  is 
idling  a much-needed  want. 

1 may  say  that  as  a member  of  the  Man- 
chester* District  Committee  I have  visited 
many  of  our  guilds  and  found  out  liow  much 
the  magazine  is  appreciated.  I have  met 
with  nothing  but  appreciation.  But  there 
is  one  thing  I hove  often  been  asked  about. 
Why  cannot  we  have  paper  patters  in  the 
“ Outlook  ” like  they  have  in  other  papers. 
I can  assure  you  that  if  this  were  possible 
the  magazine  would  be  more -greatly  prized 
and  would  go  up’  in  circulation. 

I know  you  have  had  this  matter  in  mi  ml. 
because  we  have  talked  about  it  before,  and 
now  1 feel  that  the  lost  plan  is  to  introduce 
the  matter  through  the  columns  of  the 
“ Women’s  Pages.” 

With  best  wishes  for  the  future,  and  a 
sincere  desire  for  the  continued  success  of 
our  “ Outlook.” — I am.  your  fraternally, 
(Mrs.)  A.  S Roe. 


Mrs.  Roe. 


AT  THE  LAST  C.C.  MEETING. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Guild  Central 
Committee,  with  Mrs.  Dewsbury  in  the 
chair.  the  position  re  the  ” Daily' 
Herald  ” was  reported.  and  it  was 
moved  by  Mrs.  Dayton,  and  seconded  by 
Mrs.  Green,  and  agreed,  that  the  GuikPs 
debentures  be  handed  over  to  the  "Victoria 
Press,  as  proposed  by  the  “ Daily  Herald” 
directors. 

Mrs.  Dewsbury  reported  that  there  were 
still  one  or  two  items  to  pay  in,  after  which 
the  Testimonial  Fund  would  amount  to  over 
£700. 


Ibis  decorated  lurry  was  awarded  the  second  prize  in  \ recent  local  trades 
demonstration  at  Urmston.  The  motor  waggon  was  decorated  by  the  local 
Ruildswomen  in  emblematic  cornflower  blue,  white,  and  green,  with  Mrs. 
^ bleed  (the  guild  secretary)  seated  in  the  centre,  carrying  a well-filled  basket 
C-W.S.  productions.  The  kiddies  advertising'  “ Our  Circle  ” made  a most 
Pleasing  and  interesting  sight,  and  created  much  comment  as  to  what  they 
represented.  Appreciation  was  expressed  all  round. 


NEW  GUILD  OFFICERS 


We  give  below  the  result  of  the  elected 
candidates  for  the  coming  year  for  the  Central 
Committee  and  Sectional  Councils  of  the 
English  Women's  Guild,  as  declared  at  Ports- 
mouth:— -. 

Central  Committee. 

Midland  Section. — Mrs.  Andrews  (Small 
Heath,  Birmingham). 

Northern  Section. — Mrs.  Close  (Stockton- 
on-Tees).  Unopposed. 

Lancashire  Section. — M r s .’  Matthews 
(Eccles). 

Yorkshire  Section. — Mrs.  Whitehead  (Mcan- 
wood-road,  Leeds). 

South-Eastern  Section. — Mi's.  Bain  (Weald- 
stone.  Watford). 

Southern  Section. — Mrs.  Allen  (Sheerness). 

South-Western  Section. — Mrs.  Millinan  (Tor- 
quay). Unopposed. 

Western  Section. — Mrs.  Prosser  (Gloucester). 

Sectional  Councils. 

Midland  Section. — Mrs.  L.  Adams  (Walsall 
Wood) ; Mrs.  Adamson  (Bracebridge,  Lincoln); 
Mrs.  Sands  (Soho) ; Mrs.  C.  Adams  (Walsall) ; 
Mrs.  Brelsford  (Gainsborough).  Secretary : 
Mrs.  Unsworth  (Derby).  Unopposed. 

Northern  Section. — Mrs.  Harrison  (New- 
castle) ; Mrs.  Campbell  (Coronation-street, 
Sunderlaud) ; Mrs.  Tozer  (Brampton).  Secre- 
tary : Mrs.  Ferguson  (Darlington). 

Lancashire  Section. — Mrs.  Proudfoot  (Colne); 
Mrs.  Daniels  (Warbreck,  Liverpool) ; Mrs. 
Yearn  (Oldham) ; Mrs.  M’Ard  (Kirkdale, 
Liverpool) ; Mis.  Harsent  (Colwyn  Bay) ; 
Mrs.  Beaven  (Longsight,  Beswick).  Secretary  : 
Mrs.  Russell  ( Birkenhead ).  Unopposed. 

Yorkshire  Section. — Mrs.  Daws  (Scar- 
borough) ; Mrs.  Webster  (Doncaster) ; Mrs. 
Robinson  (Nether  Green,  Sheffield) ; Mrs. 
Jaques  (Wakefield).  Secretary : Mrs.  Butler 
(Burley-road,  Leeds).  Unopposed. 


South-Eastern  Section. — Mrs.  Bird  (Ips- 
wich); Mrs.  Hood  (Ponders’  End);  Mrs. 
Gurdey  (Battersea) ; Mrs.  Paul  Campbell 
(Wanstead).  Secretary : Mrs.  Pidgeon  (En- 
field Town).  Unopposed. 

Southern  Section. — Mrs.  Leighton  (Links, 
Woolwich) ; Miss  Allen  (Reigate) ; Mrs. 
Tucker  (Abbey  Wood,  Woolwich);  Mra. 
Smith  (Brighton).  Secretary:  Mrs.  Archer 

(Parkstone.  Bournemouth).  Unopposed. 

South-Western  Section. — Miss  .Jenkins 
(Peverell,  Plymouth).  Secretary;  Mrs. 
Roberts  (Plymouth).  Unopposed. 

Western  Section. — Mrs.  Smith  (Ton) ; Mrs. 
Swan  (Twerton).  Secretary ; Mrs.  Taylor 
(Barry  Dock).  Unopposed. 


THE  GUILD  IN  THE  CHANNEL  ISLES. 

Co-operation  is  a very  young  infant  in 
the  Channel  Isles,  as  Mrs.  Shaw  (Holdgate, 
Yorks.),  a delegate  to  the  Portsmouth  Con- 
gress, found  when  spending  her  holidays  at 
St.  Heliers.  Jersey.  The  society  is  only 
about-  three  years  old,  and  until  Mrs. 
Shaw’s  visit  there  was  no  Guild  branch. 
In  visiting  the  society  one  day  with  her 
husband,  Councillor  W.  H.  Shaw,  she  ob- 
served a window  bill  asking  women  inter- 
ested in  the  formation  of  a Women’s  Guild 
to  give  in  their  names  at  the  society.  Mrs. 
Shaw  set  to  work,  found  two  interested 
women,  gave  them  the  information  neces- 
sary to  start  a branch,  and  forwarded  their 
addresses  to  the  head  offices.  The  two  en- 
thusiastic women  hope,  with  the  help  that 
Mrs.  Shaw  lias  given  them,  to  shortly  form 
a strong  Guild  branch  in  St.  Heliers. 


To  the  Runcorn  Guild  belongs  the  honour 
of  numbering  amongst  its  members  Nurse 
Taylor,  the  first  and  only  woman  to  be 
elected  on  the  Runcorn  Board  of  Guardians. 


Mr.  Russet  on  the  Tennis  Courts. 


Mr.  Russet  DOUBLES  the  enjoyment  of  a Tennis  afternoon.  His 
SERVICE  is  never  at  FAULT.  He  COURTS  the  ladies,  who 
LOVE  ALL  the  Tea  contained  in  his  famous  brown  packet.  He 
SETS  the  pace  for  quality  and  the  good  judge  SINGLES  him 
out  as  a WINNER. 


,lN  SHERWOOD  FOREST. 

RAUy  OF  MEN’S  AND  WOMEN’S 
GUILDS. 

Gd|r?°l^T  raU.v  of  the  Women’s  and  Men’s 
f^.  ®l  m the  South  Yorkshire  District  wa-s 
memRo'  Edwinstowe,  where  the 

wCr„  frs  ^vod  in  charabancs.  Groups 
8bL:'0rn'ed  and  conducted  to  the  Russian 
Gia'„.  nV0X>  Hood’s  Larder',  and  the 

600  &©'■  After  tea,  of  which  about 

^eh  i * Partook,  a long  procession 
lv  to  the  Major  Oak,  where  Scunthorpe 


Guild  members  sang  several  co-operative 
songs. 

Mrs.  Barton  (assistant  secretary,  Women's 
Guild)  delivered  an  address,  in  the  course  of 
which  she  asked  those  present  to  add  to  the 
present  guild  structure.  She  also  pointed 
out  the  evils  of  capitalism,  Ilow  industry 
to-day  was  for  tlie  production  of  profit  and 
not  for  utility,  and  how  essential  it  -was  co- 
operative production  sltouid  be  extended. 
Sue  urged  those  present  to  get  all  possible 
information  about  their  organisations  and  to 
read  their  own  papers  published  by  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society. 

Mx.  Hose  (Sheffield  and  EcciosaJl  Guild) 
paid  tribute  to  the  work  done  by  the  guild 
movement,  and  hoped  such  a rally  would 
become  an  annual  event. 


C.W.S.  “RUSSET”  TEA 

The  “Knutty’'  Tea  with  the  “Knutty”  Flavour. 

8d.  per  ^lb. 

ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORE  THIS  WEEK. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


(Correspondents  ore  requested  to  write  in  ink,  on 
one  eido  o!  tlio  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
age,  sex,  occupation,  i.nd  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
••  noms  de-plumo " or  iniliols,  but  also  giving  real 
names  nud  addresses  ns  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acuta 
conditions  or  coses  requiring  to  be  seen  can  bo  com 
sidcred.  Address,  " The  Doctor,”  “ Co-opcralivo  News, 
Long  Millgnto,  Manchester.] 

Post-Nasal  Catarrh  • (“  Worried  ”). — 
Catarrh  at  the  back  ol‘  the  nose  seems  to 
bo  your  complaint,  and  the  best  treatment 
is  by  douching  of  the  nose  with  warm  salt 
and  water  thronglra  nasal  douche.  “ Post- 
nasal catarrh  ” is  apt  to  be  very  chronic 
in  its  course  and  difficult  to  get  rid  of  if 
allowed  to  go  on  untreated. 

Neurasthenia  at  Sixty-eight  Years  of 
Age  (“  Anno  Domini  ”). — It  is  significant 
to  read  of  your  disappointment  with  the 
“cure  of  neurasthenia''  you  “ read  of  in 
the  papers.”  Your  dizziness  is  due  to  the 
condition  indicated  in  -your  “ nom  de 
plume,”  and  for  tliat  there  is  no  “ cure.” 

1 fear  you  can  only  ‘do  your  best  to  “ grin 
and  bide.” 

Diet  After  Jaundice  (“  Bannockburn  ”). 
— There  is  no  “ special  diet  after  jaundice.” 
The  diet  you  indicate  is  all  right.  Toma- 
toes and  bananas  are  good.  Oil  is  sup- 
posed to  dissolve  gall  stones;  which  are  the 
probable  cause  of  your  jaundice,  but  this 
is  doubtful.  At  sixtv-five  years  of  age 
vour  recovery. is  likely  to  be  slow,  and  you 
will  have  to  “ oa’  canny”  both  as  to  diet 
and  habits  generally. 

“.Mechanic.” — Seeing  that  you  are  now 
“ bed-last  ” in  an  infirmary,  to  which  you 
have  been  reconiinended  by  your  panel 
doctor,  and  are  still  undergoing  treatment, 
including  “ bismuth  meals  ” and  X-rays, 

1 do  not  see  mv  way  to  “advise  you  as  to 
your  diet  and  the  best  methods  cf  getting 
back  to  health.”  Have  patience,  and  be 
thankful  that  you  are  in  such  good  hands. 
Your  condition  is  evidently  improving  arid 
hopeful. 

“Scout." — \rou  seem  - to  suffer  from 
bronchitis— the  result  of  your  “niustard- 
gas  " attack  during  the  war.  You  might 
try  Petroleum  Emulsion  after  meals,  and- 
tliis  medicine: — Compound  tincture  of 
camphor,  3 drachms;  syrup  of  tola,  half- 
an-ouuce ; chloride  of  ammonium  1 

drachms ; chloroform  emulsion,  2 drachms ; 
infusion  of  senega  to  8 ounces.  One  table- 
spoonful  in  a tablespoonful  of  hot  water 
when  the  cough  and  phlegm  are  trouble- 
some. 

“Nemo”  (Belfast). — In  reply  to  your 
scrappy  arid — in  parts — almost  illegible 
letter,"  I have  to  say  tliat  at  ^seventy-six 
years  of  age  you  expect  too  much  in  the 
way  cf  recovery  from  your  various  frailties 
and  disorders.  A “ magnetic  belt  ” would 
be  of  very  little  benefit  to  you.  Your  fre- 
quency, and  slowness  in  making  water  is 
not  a sign  of  kidney  disease,  but  of 
enlarged  prostate,  the  common  accom- 
paniment of  old  age ; and  I am  afraid 
“cure,”  for  you  is  out  of  the  question,  and 
I should  advise  von  to  consult  a gcod 
6urgeon — perhaps  Lest  at  a hospital — in 
your  case. 

Lumbago  (“Unity”). — Your  symptoms 
indicate  lumbago,  for  which  the  treatment  is 
rest  in  the  recumbent  (tliat  is,  lying-down) 
position;  focal  applications— -such  as  hot 
fomentations ; the  application  of  a piece  of 
brown  paper  over  the  loins  and  “ ironing  ” 
this  with  u heated  flat-iron;  rubbing  with 
compound  camphor  liniment  lour  times  n 
day;  wearing  a wide  woollen  belt  next  1 lie 
skin  around  the  loins.  For' internal  treat- 
ment give  teaspoon  fill  doses  of  bicarbonate 
of  soda  in  a glafck  of  effervescent  soda-water 
every  four  hoursv  until  relief.  N.B. — The 

pills  you  refer  to  are  of  no  practical  benefit. 
“ Backache  ” is  not  much  associated  with 
kidney  disease. 

“ Traveller. ” — An  “acute  attack  of 
.catarrh  in  the  head  ” is  generally  due  to 
a.  cold ; its  duration  varies  according  to  its 
severity  and  the  -efficacy  of  its  treat- 
ment, and  its  cure  is  often  difficult.  In 
your  case- the  following  medicine  will  help 
you  : Tincture  of  squills,  3 drachms ; car- 

bonate of  ammonia,  1 drachm;  glycerine, 

1 ounce;  bicarbonate  of  soda,  2 drachms; 
chloroform  water  to  8 ounces.  One  table- 
spoonful four  times  a day.  For  the 
“crusts”  in  the  nostrils  push  small 
• pieces  of  zinc  and  boracie  acid  ointment  up 
the  nostrils.  Continue 'your  dietetic  and 
other  habits.  They  are  all  to  your  good. 

Gastritis,  or  Indigestion  (“Stomach  "). 
“Gastritis”  is  a comparatively  rare  condi- 
tion, due — if  acute — to  such  serious  causes 
as  poisons,  caustics,  swallowing  hot  liquids, 
strong  spirits,  and  such ; if.  chronic- -to  free 
drinking,  improper*  diet,  liver  disease,  and 
sometimes  consumption  of  the  lungs.  In 
your  case  I should  say  your  trouble  is 
indigestion  of  an  aggravated  character,  for 
which  the  ordinary  treatment  should  be 
effective— such  as  limitation  in  the  amount 
of  food  (N.B. — Most  of  us  eat  too  much!), 
avoidance  of  things  tliat  we  know  “do  not 
agree  with  us  ” (N.B. — Most  of  us 

know  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  axiom 
that  “ every  man — and  woman — is  either  a 
. fool  or  a physician,”  that  is,  knows  what  is 
good  and  bad  for  us  “at  forty  ”!),  limita- 
tion in  the  amount  and  variety  of  “ stomach 
medicines  ” we  take,  and  consulting  a good 
and  trustworthy  doctor  when  necessary. 
There  are  no  special  “ medicines  fur  the 
stornach,"  each  case  must  be  treated  on  its 
own  needs . 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Moo.:  under  Ideal  Trad®  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  .1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Raker}-  Fitter,  - Tendlolon. 


ISTRlBUTIkE  I 
c N.U.D.A.W, 


ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
ALLIED  WORKEnS-Thc 

‘‘THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  " ReaAib'e  “ Trade  Uniral 
Taper.  Published  fortnightly 
(on  Saturdays).  Price  2d., 
Iroin  bron-h  secretaries,  or  3d. 
oft  (roc  Irom  Central  Olficn— 
Oakley,”  Wilmslow  Rood, 
FollowfioM,  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


APPOINTMENT.— The  Directors  ot  the  Brighlside 
mid  Curb  rook  Co-operative  Society  Limited  desire 
thunk  the  90  Applicants  for  the  position  ol 
DRAPERY  MANAGER,  and  to  slato  that  Mr.  A.  II. 
Dobson  (Brighouse  Society)  has  been  appointed. 


0TOOD  all-round  BAKER  Required;  one  able  to  make 
K smalls,  &e. ; also  to  deliver.— Applications  in 
writing,  stating  stages,  and  with  copies  of  testi- 
monials, not  later  than  Tuesday,  July  25th,  to  Seore- 
•,  Go-operative  Society,  Harbury,  near  Leamington.. 


MA 


orough  knowledge  ol  the  t rude ; wages  arx-ording  to 
N. II. 0,0-  scale. — Applications  by  letter,  stating  age, 
experience,  anti  present  employment,  to  be  received 
not  later  than  the  first  post  on  Monday,  July  24th, 
addi\s«e<l  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Padiham. 

MANAGElTond  BUYER  Wanted  tor  Furnishing 
Department;  trade  ol  department  lor  the  last 
twelve  months,  £5,000;  wages  paid  on  the  N'.U.O.O. 
scale.— Applications  to  be  made  by  letter,  gi.ving  hill 
particulars  ol  experience  and  age,  to  the  Ten  Acres - 
and  StirdhVey  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Uinberslade- 
id,  Stircliley,  Birmingham. 


MlLLlNivH  Wanted;  must  be  prnctieal  and  experi- 
enced; good  saleswoman,  and  take  charge  of 
workroom  under  control  of  drapery  manager;  union 
scale  wages  paid. — Applications  first  post  -Monday, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  references,  addressed 
Manager,  Co-operative  Society,  inversion. 

ECTlONAL  SECRETARY  Wanted  for  the  North- 
Western  Section  of  the  Co-operative  Union  Ltd.; 
salary  to  commence  £350  per  annum.— Applications, 
stating  age  and  qualifications,  along  with  three  testi- 
monials (copies),  to  be  sent  (o  the  General  Secretary, 


THE  Committee  of  the  Maidenhead  Co-operative 
Society  desire  to  thank  all  applicants  who  ap- 
plied for  the  position  as  FIRST  HAND,  Grocery  and 
Provisions  Department,  and  beg  to  say  the  position 
is  now'  filled.  ~ ~ _ 

THE  . Committee  of  the  Maidstone  Co-operative 
Sooietv  wish  to  tluink  all  applicants  for  the 
position  of"  MANAGING  SECRETARY,  and  to  state 

that  the  vacancy  has  now  been  filled. 

HE  IDEAL  BOOT  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY, 
LEICESTER. — We  have  pleasure  in  announcing 
that  Mr.  W.  Shields  (Whitley  Bay)  has  been  appointed 
our  representative  lor  the  Newcastle  district  and. 
Scotland. ~ 

THE  Stockport  Co-operative  Society,  which  lias  a 
membership  of  16,000  and  30  grocery  branches. 
Requires  the  services  ol  a BAKERY  MANAGER  for 
bread  and  confectionery;  modern  bakehouse,  with 
Baker's  automatic  plant;  present  output,  bread,  210 
sacks;  confectionery,  5 sacks.— Applications  must  be 
made  on  the  official  form,  which  may  lie  had  on 
application  from  the  undersigned,  and  must  lie  re- 
turned to  rear-li  the  Society  not  later  than  Thursday, 
July  27th.— By  order  of  the  Committee,  S.  TAYJ.OR, 
General  Secretary, „ 

WANTED,  MAN  for  Bread  Motor  VarK  Delivery ; 

experienced  in  bread  sales,  and  practical  know- 
ledge of  all  repairs  essential. — Applications,  stating 
age,  wage,  and  experience,  to  be  sent  in  to  Com- 
mittee, Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Buckley,  by 

July  27th. . 

\\T ANTED,  first-class  COOK  for  smart  Cafe;  good 
V V business  men's  luncheon  trade  and  public 
catering;  must  be  highly  experienced ; trade  union 
wages.— Apply  by  letter,  giving  references,  to  General 

Muiui ger,  Co-operative  Socinl y Ltd.,  1 smg  Eaton. 

7 ANTED,  a MOTOR  MECHANIC;  must  be  cap- 


W 


, , able  fitter  and  turner,  with  all  round  knowledge 
•f  repairs  required’  to  fleet  of  commercial  cars. — Apply, 
stating  age,  experience,  wages  required,  giving  refer- 
ences, and  endorsing  envelope  " Mechanic,"  lo  the 
Secretary,  Banbury  Co-operutive  Society  Limited,  47, 

Broad-street,  Banbury. 

■'S7I RANTED,  a smart  MAN  to  take  charge  of  Dress 
V Y and  Silk  Department ; must  be  thoroughly  ex- 
perienced in  dress  goods;  smart  salesman  and  window- 
dresser.— Apply.  stating  age,  experience,  and  wages 
required,  to  Draperv  Manager,  Sheffield  and  Ecolesall 
Co-operative  Society  Limited,  The  Arcade,  Eoclesall- 
road. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

ASSISTANTS,  MANAGERS,  BUYERS.  WARE- 
HOUSEMEN, CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
gooJ  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National'  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  end  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Malct-street,  London,  W.C.l. 


BAKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
■re  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banpikld,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sydney-sireet,  1-ondon,  S.W. 

('1ANVASSER  for  lapsed  and  new  members;  also 
J complaints  investigator;  energetic.  MAN,  25  years 
co-operator,  desires  a position  as  above. — Box  18, 
" Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 

OUPORATION  PROFITS  TAX  — Advortiser,  having 
had  considerable  experience,  is  open  to  pre- 
pare computations,  reply  to  Surveyors’  questions, 
&c.,  for  moderate  fee. — Write  “ Taxman,"  Co-opera- 
tivo  News,"  Manchester. 

CTROCERY  AND  PROVISIONS.  Are.— Active,  .con- 
JT  soientious  MAN,  strict  disciplinarian,  wants 
Berth  as  BRANCH  MANAGER;  first-class  salesman, 
shop  and  window  dresser;  present  employers  over  13 
years;  highest  references  from  co-operators ; cash  se- 
curity if  required;  country  preterred;  moderate  salary; 
member  S.A.U. — Box  16,  " Co-operative  News,"  M/c. 
E-ENGAGEMENT  Desired  as  MANAG ER,  Grocery 
■ or  General;  38  years’  co-operative  experience, 
30  years  as  manager  in  southern  district;  conscien- 
tious worker;  life  abstainer. — Box  -15,  " Co-operative 
N ews,"  M anciiester. 

SECRETARY. — Position  deatrod  wide  small  society; 

15  years'  practical  experience ' in  co-operative 
accountancy ; up-to-date  knowledge  of  departmenlal 
accounts  and  balance  sheet  compilation;  fully  conver- 
sant" with  all  phases  of  secretarial  practice;  present 
position  assistant-secretary,  society  £600, 000  trade  per 
annum;  holder  of  Co-operative  Union's  Secretaries' 
Diploma,  Auditing  and  Accountancv  Certificates;  short- 
hand-typist.—Write  Box  17,  " (Jo-operative  News,” 

Manchester. 

APARTMENTS. 

BARMOUTH.— Co-operative  visitors  are  iovited  to 
trade  at  the  STORES,  HIGH-ST.,  where  they  wilt 
gut  their  favourite  brands  In  Groceries  and  Provisions. 

DOUGLAS. — " Claremont,”  Loch  Promenade;  Pri. 

Hotel  nnd  Boarding  Estab. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  “ Claroqiont,"  Douglas. — Tarill  from 
C.  N.  Chadwick.  Proprietor. 

DOUGLAS,  I.O.M.—  Miss  B.  CalustbrS  " EndelitTe," 
26,  Bucks-road,  for  Comfortable  Apartments; 
book  early;  cable  cars  put  you  down  at  the  door; 
established  over  forty  years. 


DOUGLAS,  I.O.M. — Mrs.  horse,  lalo  of  Flixton  and 
Irlam;  7 minutes  from  bout;  most  central;  homo 
from  home;  terms  moderate. — " Soaclifl,"  6,  Ohurdi-rd. 
iOUOLAS,  I.O.M.— Mrs.  Tayi.c 


D° 
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.OUGLAS. — ” AVONDALE  " PRIVATE  HOTEL; 

Central  Prom;  facing  sea;  excellent  cooking; 
'infort;  reasonable. — J.  Beard. 


MORECAMBE,  C. — Mrs.  Barnes,  Aster  House,  34, 
Euston.-grove ; Apartments;  bath;  near  Prom, 
and  amusements;  piano. 


S GA  RBO  ROUGH — NORTH  CLIFF. — TlNDAU/3  Boord- 
5 ing  House,  3,  Blenheim-terrace.  Uninterrupted 
•i  view.  Liberal  cuisine. 


SOUTH  SEA. — Comfortable  A PARTMENTS ; close 
and  trams;  good  attendance;  moderate.  - 
Westfi  eld-rood. 


T i /T  T>  Q HOLIDAY  CAMP,  ROTHESAY. 

• J3  • LJ  • — Open  May  to  September; 
linlmum  terms,  35s.  weekly.— Apply,  Camp,  United 


W"  . . 

viled  to  dine  at  the  Grimsby  Society’s  Co-operative 
Ode,  14,  High-street,  Oleethorpos.  Quality;  Servioe; 
and  Prices  to  suit  all.  Large  or  small  parties  catered 
for.  Close  to  station,  pier,  sands,  and  amusements. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


" AN  ARTISTE  WHO  CAR  MAKE  OTHER  ARTISTES 
LAUGH  OR  WEEP." 

MARGARET  MURCH, 

IN  WHOLE-EVENING  HIGH-CLASS  COMEDY  aaid 
DRAMATIC  RECITALS!  with  Singing  and  Piano- 
forte Interlude**  by  MARIAN  MURCH ; now  booking 
engagements  for  autumn  and  winter;  Wanted  Sep- 
tember 28th,  29th,  30th,  October  1st,  South-Western 
and  Birmingham  Districts. — Higher  Brooks-lane, 
St  root,  Somerset . 

CO-OPERATORS' ~ SUPPORT  CO-OPERATORS.— 
"CYMRIC"  CONCERT  PARTY;  first-class 
artistes;  all  co-operators;  open  for  engagement®, 
season  1922-23;  special  terms  to  movement. — Full  par- 
ticulars from  Secretary,  68,  Duke-street,  Old  Trnfford, 
Manchester. 


PROF.  VALVQ,  Royal  Punch  and  Judy;  Dog 
"Toby";  Ventriloquism,  &<\ ; for  garden  parties, 
carnivals.— 34,  Aniborley -street,  Bradford,  Yorks. 

SOUTHERN  COOPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.). — Write  for  artistes 
to  R.  Hibberd,  66.  Great  Prescott-street,  London,  E.l. 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE-  MIMICS."  Always 
a success.  Repertoire,  &c.  Galas,  Fetes,  Garden 
Parties  fully  supplied;  terms  mod. — 15,  Warwick-streot 
Hultne,  Manchester.— Tel.  1163  Central. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


DE 


CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  Uje  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-openmve  societies;  prices  ou  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  indus- 
trial Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 


FOR  SALE,  n new  Burroughs  ADDING  MACHINE; 

never  been  used;  cost  £55;  ideal  for  check  office; 
what  oilers?— Write  to  F.  DuxDURY,  24,  Stockbridge- 
road,  Padiham,  Lanes. 


173REE. — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMI*  of  your  name  and 
. address;  also  particulars  - of  money-making  spare 
t-imo  agency. — E.  Riciifohd,  8 arid  9,  Snow  Ilili,  London. 


MAGNETOS.— All  types  promptly  repaired  in  twenty- 
four  hours;  we  hold  a large  stock  of  Bosch  nnd 
other  makes,  and  the  most  varied  stocl^  ot  spare  parts 
in  London;  special  terms  to  societies  and  co-opera- 
tors.— J.  W.  Cook  and  Co.,  101,  Hampstead-rood,  Eus- 
lou,  N.W.l.  Telephone  : Museum  3940.  Telegrams ; 
“ Insumagto  Eusroad',  Londoh." ' 


WANTED,  PORTABLE  OVEN;  double-decker; 

for  approx.  60  2-lb.  loaves;  size  about  4IL 
9in.  tall;  fuel  fed.  Also  DOUGH-MIXER,  l and  4 
sack  size. — Co-operative  Stores,  Bentham. 


M 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO  - O PER  A.TIY K 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 
and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


RUSSIAN  FAMINE  FUND. 

i ® 

— MILLION  — 
PENNY  WEEK, 

July  23rd  to  July  30th. 

© 

The  Famine  area  still  needs  generous  help. 
Will  you  lake  a collection  al  your  Guild 
Meeting  or  send  a donation  this  week  ? 


The  Workers’  International  Famine  Relief 
Committee. — British  Section. — 35,  Gray* 
Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.  I. 


TH0S.  LISTER  & Co.  Ly 

Valve  Makers,  'I 

Hydraulic  & Refrigerating  Engini 


Perseverance  Works,  BRIGHQU^ 


Makera  of  High-olass  Boiler  Mounting. 

Engine  Fittings.  6s*’- 
All  Types  of  Valves  for  High  Pres»u,. 
and  Superheated  Steam.  1 


MECHANICAL  REFRIGERATION 

Temperature  is  always  under  easy  control,  and  li 
maintained  above  or  beloWfrcezinj;  point, 
CooliDg  Power  can  always  bo  available, 


Hydraulic 
Presses, 
Intensifiers, 
Hydraulic  Valves 
and  Fittings. 


Contractors  to 
Admiralty 
and 

War  Office. 


Teltfhonc:  SI,  BrUhousr.  Telegrams  " Lister,  BrifLut' 
lode : A.B.C.  5th  Edition, 

Manchester  Royal  Exchange,  Pillar  12  B- 


TUROG 


four  1,1  syb.  and  M 
i /a  cotton  bJCi.  £,) 


The 
good 

Housewife 
buys  Turog 

Portly  because  it  is  the  most  nutritious  hrov* 
bread,  partly  because  it  keeps  fresh  longer,  0“ 
chiefly  because  its  delightful  flavour  makes  a 
ever  welcome  at  every  meal. 

THE  TUROG  BROWN  FLOUR  CO.,  LTD- 
TARniFF 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  toj* 



EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES  -NOTE- 

M.  BARITZ 

The  well-known  lecturer  on  Music  and  Oprt>- 
is  now  bookinz  lor  the  cominz  session  n» 

UNIQUE  CONCERT-LECTURES. 

Special  Gramsphon;  Rerjrds  by  iht  svo.rld  « 5lisb- 
Trtisles  in  Grand  Opera.  All  R*»rds  .0  EnjW°- 
Term.  6c..  C.IF^.  CONCERT  DEPT..  ( 


W 


ANTED,  all  Co-operators  when 

the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operativ® 


Quality  Is  Right.  Prices  are 
Note  the  Address : ALBION 


S5.V 


, 22,  1922. 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


H&VIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white,  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


OLID 
TYL1SH 

.KfssLE-r 

5 UNSHINE  OR 
f TORM 

liheis:  SPEROP15  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
‘ LTD.,  BAR  WELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


MAKE  BRAND  NHJTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  yonc;Stotes  lor  this  brand. 

[AVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Airedale  co  operative  worsted  manufac- 
turing COCIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  of  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  ond  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (lor  Tailoring 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 

Addri  i,  Folton  Sthket.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 


CHESTER.  ice— an;?  the  beautiful  Dos. 

Parlies  not  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheons 

and  Teas  at  the  

CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOREGATE  ST. 

Term*  on  application. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10,  ALUION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Makers  of  Flour, 
Grain,  Potato, 
Sugar,  Treacle 
Bins  and  Shoots. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tlie  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  11  Bccles,"  "Climix."  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 

accuracy.  Saves  Money. 

NEW- MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
Tudor  Street,  Loudon,  E.C. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & FerRins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


DOUGH  MOULDERS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 


Head  Office:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE,  K1NGSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


1 ■ * ■ a ■ a ■ — lade  Reliable  Home  2>pe».  — 

: DRUMMER 
■DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING.  ^ 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON. 


Makers  of  Edges’  “ZDolly  Sdlue”  # “ZDolly  (Bream. 


Is  tkcBOO0  for 

■,  w Boys  w<  n 

} Srti\rt : Reliable  I 

ir  • BcstVxlue  : >r 

w*  uV-AWc  by  tk« 

Crompton  Boor  AWu&cfe^, 

I & U NN'jiks , Dt^anxidjfi 


“Che  ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healer  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Crandrelles,  Flannelett:, 
Silesias,  Linenettes,  Lustres,  & Silketesa  Lioingt  i 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National.  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchauge,  No. 9 Pillar.  Tel.:  National,  Manchester,3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  tlie  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyan  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Noar  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Oo-operativo  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 
Telephone  321  Leigh. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  are  equal  to  any  oj  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited,  - 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  & 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Br„VJ  Bools  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 
Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Maohino  use.  Uoot-Clo3lne 
Twist,  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twiat,  <fcc.  Bladings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents : Th»  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 

The  Leicester  Go-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  ot  the  Lid, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  WarchouRe  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  t 


i-operativc 


Cloths 


can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  M 11s,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents:  Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 

PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
•Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrank  Cloths; 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


CO-OPEBATIVE 


Sold  by  all 
Co-operative 
Societies. 


Doa’t  Forget 
Ask  For 
This 
Brand. 
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S.  D. 

1 Jersey  - - - 4 3 

1 Pair  Golf  Hose  - 1 8 

1 „ Cord  Knickers  4 4 

Cost  at  Your  Stores 

(Thanks  to  the  C.W.S.) 


ALL  C.W.S.  PRODUCTION. 

Made  to  Fit  the  Average  Five-Year-Old  Boy. 

Similar  Outfit  for  Older  Boys  at  Proportionate  Prices. 

Various  Shades  in  the  Jerseys,  Stockings,  and  Knickers. 

ENQUIRE  AT  YOUR 

STORES  NOW! 

And  having  ascertained  that  the  Goods  are  those  of  the  C.W.S., 
EXAMINE  THEf  QUALITY  AND  VALUE  FOR  YOURSELF. 

AT  THE  SAME  TIME  ASK  TO  SEE  C.W.S.  GLACE  DERBY  BOOTS, 

MADE  TO  COMBINE  WITH  ABOVE. 


Flint**!  and  Publialioa  by  the  NATIONAL  COOPSIUHyji  tou  isiUNo  iocunx  LUWBD,  at  their  Oihoea,  Long  MiUguLr,  Manchester.— Saturday,  July  22nd,  1922. 


July  !*> 


PAINT  & VARN|§H 

FROM  ROCHDALE. 


YOUNG  CO-OPERATORS. 


-COM 


HUTHWAITE  HOSIERY 

IS  GOOD  HOSIERY  C.W.S. 


^ortjutivi  News,  iro  Journal  or  Associated  IniSUstky,  July  29th,  1922. 

A WORD  TO  CO-OPERATIVE  LABOUR.— See  Page  2. 


broma 

COCOA 

is  „ C.W.S.  COCOA. 

Try  it — or 

COSO  OB  SILVER  BADGE. 

All  Good.  You'll 
like  one  oi*  all. 


No.  2,670.  No.  170.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  July  29,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  os  a Newspaper. 


NO  MORE  WAR. 

CO-OPERATORS  DEMONSTRATE  WITH  PROGRESSIVE  FORCES. 

THE  RESPONSIBILITIES  OF  PLAIN  PEOPLE. 


A FINE  HEAD  OF  HAIR. 

- C.w.s.  SOAP  FLAKES 
THE  ESSENTIAL. 

[From  a Special  Correspondent.] 

Sunderland.  Monday. 

There  is  a young  girl,' aged  eleven  years, 
at  Sunderland,  whose  remarkably  fine  head 
of  hair  has  attracted  the  attention  of  every- 
one in  the  district,  and  has  excited  the  envy 
of  Iter  school  mates. 

The  proud  mother  attributes  the  loveli- 
ness of  the  hair  to  the  fact  that  it  has  had 
,1  weekly  washing  with  C.W.S.  SOAP 
FLAKES. 

Unfortunately,  the  difficulties  of  news- 
paper reproduction  will  not  allow  the  pub- 
lication of  a satisfactory  photograph ; but 
the  moral  to  other  mothers  is  to  use  the 
C.W.S.  SOAP  FLAKES  if  they  want  their 
children  to  develop  the  glory  that  consists 
iu  a splendid  head  of  hair. 


BURTON’S  BOLD  BID. 


Enterprise  That  Tells. 

[From  a Correspondent,] 

Buuton-on-Trknt,  Monday. 

TnE  front  page  of  a leading  evening 
paper  here  has  been  devoted  to  an  announce- 
ment, saying,  that  at  twenty  branches  of 
the  Burton  Society  C.W.S.  tobaccos, 
cigarettes,  and  cigars  _were  obtainable — 
aud  only  at  those  shops. 

Every  customer  entering  one  of  these 
co-operative  stores  has  been  given  a slip 
urging  a trial  of  these  goods;  and  the 
people  have  been  wondering  why  such 
activity  in  the  interests  of  a single  article. 

As  curiosity  was  thus  growing  a poster, 
20ft.  by  12ft.,  on  a private  boarding  out- 
side the  railway  station  made  known  the 
smoking  virtues  of  the  aforesaid  -C.W.S. 
tobaccos. 

And  then  in  all  tile  grocery  shops  of  the 
society  11  special  window  display  of  C.W.S. 
TOBACCOS,  &c.,  is  being  made.  It  is 
being  noised  iu  the  town  that  the  Burton 
Society  is  financially  interested  in  the 
C.W.S.  factory,  and  that  when  the  tobacco 
works  were  opened  at  Manchester  the  first 
order  received  was  from  Burton. 

Heine  the  desire  of  the  society  that  their 
members  should  support  the  productions 
of  the  C.W.S.  tobacco  works,  and  "the 
reason  it  is  advertising  in  its  shops,  on  the 
walls  and  in  the  press.  It  is  thus  helping 
the  movement  nationally  as  well  as  locally, 
and  apparently  the  officials  of  the  society 
ore  proud  of  the  mutual  interest. 

Later. 

I learn  that  the  Burton  Society  is  greatly 
pushing  with  regard  to  C.W.S.  goods,  and 
that  it  is.  now  SELLING  OVER  TWO 
TONS  OF  TEA  frorii  the  Co-operative. Tea 
Blending  Establishment  every  week.  ' 


t 

HOLIDAY  RISKS  j 

should  be  considered,  for  | 

Burglars  Get  Busy  in  the  ( 
Summer.  i 

Are  you  insured  against  1 

losses  caused  by  those  who  : 

Break  through  and  steal  ? * 

□ I 

By  taking  out  a Burglary  { 

Insurance  Policy  with  the  2 

Co-operative  Insurance  j 

Society  Limited  you  j 

add  to  the  restful  feeling  i 

OF  YOUR  HOLIDAY . j 

° i 

Apply  (or  I C \ 

particulars  lo  A*  kJ«  , 

109.  Corporation  St.,  MANCHESTER,  1 

or  59,  Morrison  St,  GLASGOW. 

The  local  C.I.S.  Agent  mil  help  you. 


We  are  on  the  anniversary  of  the  out- 
break of  the  great -world-war. 

I remember  this  week-end  eight  years 
ago.  Nobody  knew  what  was  going  to 
happen;  at  least  so  it  was  thought  and  so 
it  was  said  in  many  quarters.  Bjit  for  over 
a week  the  Government  had  had  control 
of  the  railways.  For  nearly  a couple  of 
years  notices  calling  out  the  Territorials 
had  been  printed,  and  they  lay  in  readi- 
ness. 

“Is  it  ^,0  be  war?”  “War  is  impos- 
sible”; “War  is  inevitable”;  “Britain 
will  remain  neutral  ” ; “ Britain  is  hound 
to  France  ” ; “ War  will  he  a crime  ” ; 
“ Civilisation  will  revolt  against  it • ” ; 
“There  will  be  a general  strike  to  stop  it.” 
All  these  were  phrases  that  slipped  lightly 
from  the  tongues  of  people  everywhere ; 
hut  the  naval  reserves  were  called' up;  the 
Grand  Flqet,  assembled  some  weeks  before 
for  a glorious  review,  was  ready  to  snil. 
Germany  invaded  Belgium,  as  the  whole 
army  staff  expected  she  would,  and  then 
the  horror  ' burst.  Our  stations  were 
crowded  with  soldiers  with  their  weeping 
wives  and  children;  and,  almost  before  we 
knew  where  we  were,  the  hospital  trains 
were  beginning  to  arrive.  People  sat 
grimly  down  to  wait  the  tedious  month  or 
three  months  or  six  months  v which  most 
people  regarded  as  the  possible  limit  of 
duration ; hut  the  months  ran  into  years. 
The  Expeditionary  Force  of  160,000  grew 
into  millions,  and  our  casualties  ran  well 
over  a million. 

Ours  was  not  an  isolated  case.  Every 
nation  in  Europe  had  the  same  doleful 
tale  to  tell.  The  great  Republic  of  the 
West  was  also  drawn-  into  the  maelstrom. 
Japan  and  India  were  also  mourning  their 
glorious  dead. 

To  What  Purpose? 

For  what  was  it  all?  To  liberate  Bel- 
gium? To  make  the  world  safe  for  demo- 
cracy? To  dethrone  militarism?  To  end 
war?  To  drive  the  Turk  from  Europe?  To 
give,  Russia  a key  port  at  Constantinople? 
To  establish  the  ride  of  live  and  let  live? 
To  prove  that  Right  is  Might?  To  assert 
the  principle  of  “ Government  with  the 
consent  of  the  governed?” 

"These  slogans  were  used  in  fifty  different 
languages  to  rally  popular  sympathy  for 
tlie  directors  of  the  war  on  both  sides. 
Which  of  these  aims  has  been  realised? 
Examine  the  whole  world  as  it  stands 
to-day,  and  in  no  single  country  can  it  he 
said  that  one  of  these  ambitions  has  been 
achieved.  We  find  the  world  torn  with 
the  same  class  distinctions  as  before  the 
war;  we  find  the  roots  of  civilisation  and 
of  well-ordered  society  being  destroyed  by 
the  same  international  suspicions  as  before 
the  war ; we  find  a continent  of  people, 
who,  despite  their  many  legitimate  causes 
of  complaint  before  the  war,  are  now 
plunged  into  a condition  which  makes  their 
plight  infinitely  worse  than  It  lias  been 
since  the  French  Revolution,  if  it  was  even 
as  had  then.  Nations  that  were  making 
enormous  strides  in  industrial  and  scienti- 
fic development  have  been  brought  to  the 
verge  of  ruin,  and  some  of  those  countries 
which  suffered  least  from  actual  war  opera- 
tions are  suffering  most  from  the  actual 
consequences  of  the  great  mad  outburst. 
Mines  and  factories  are  idle;  ships  and  rail- 
way plant  are  in  a great  many  places  unem- 
ployed; Buildings  tbnt  were  the  pride  of 
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civilisation  stand  like  gaun£,  skeletons, 
6ift  rounded  by  charred  ruins ; the  sea-bed 
is  strewn  with  magnificent  ships  laden  With 
the  fruits  of  honest  industry  and  hus- 
bandry ; forests  of  crosses  along  tile  rail- 
way lines  of  Europe  mark  the  tombs  of 
those  who  were  martyred  to  the  madness 
of  that  tQrrible  long  season. 

The  Appeal  That  Moved. 

Towns  are  vying  with  towns  and  villages 
with  villages  in  erecting  memorials  to  those 
who' have  fallen  in  this  great  sacrifice. 
Year  by  year,  as  this  anniversary  ap- 
proached attention  lias  been  called  to  it  in 
almost  every  country,  but  this  year  a 
greater  movement  is  showing  itself.  Air. 
H.  G.  Wells,  when  writing  on  the  burial  of 
America’s  Unknown  Soldier,  recalled  all 
those  ideals  for  which  not  only  he,  but 
millions  like  him,  went  out  to  fight.  The 
oue  appeal  that,  stirred  the  emotions  of  the 
youth  eight  years  ago  was  that  loud  call 
for  a world- wide  effort  to  end  everything 
that  made  international  war  possible ; to 
end  everything  that  stood  in  the  way  of 
peace  between  nations ; to  end  everything 
which  even  tended  towards  such  a state  of 
public  mind  as  would  make  a holocaust  of 
human  beings  again  possible;  and  in  that 
emotion  those  who  were  most  greatly 
swayed  were  those  who  had  given  proof  in 
the  past  of  their  intense  patriotism. 
General  Smuts,  "whom  no  one  will  deny  a 
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plaoe  in  that  category,  warned  the  world 
that  another  war  would  simply  "mean  n 
descent  into  complete  barbarism. 

Europe  has  not  yet  sunk  so  low ; hut  that 
is  probably  due  to  good  luck  rather  tlian  to 
good  guidance.  The  masses  of  the  people, 
and  it  is  they  who  suffer  and  pay,  do  not 


>vant  war.  That  is  why  President  Wilson, 
who  was  the  first  ajnong  our  rulers  to  hold 
out  the  olive  branch,  was  acclaimed  by  the 
people  of  every  European  country  through 
which  lie  passed.  That,  too,  is  why  in  nearly 
a hundred  British  towns  and  in  thousands 
of  towns  in  Europe  this  week-end,  popular 
demonstrations  are  beipg  held  to  proclaim 
that  the  people  insist  that  there  should  be 
“No  more  war.” 

A Solemn  Warning. 

We  muit  he  warned,  however.  While  the 
massed  thousands  are  meeting  iu  London, 
Manchester,  and  elsewhere,  fierce  competi- 
tion iu  armaments  is  again  proceeding.  The 
great  German  military  machine  has  been 
. smashed,  aud  its  place  in  Europe  is  being 
taken  by  a great.  French  military  machine. 
There  is  no  more  rivalry  between  Britain  and 
other  countries  for  naval  supremacy,  hut 
competition  in  warship  building  lias  given 
way  to  competition  in  aircraft  building.  Wo 
are  being  told  that  France  is  determined  to 
cut  us  out  of. the  air.  Peaceful  French  citi- 
zens are  being  told  that  they  must  maintain 
armies  and  an  air  force  because  of  the- danger 
of  a German  resurrection.  The  old  system 
of  balancing  alliances  against  alliances  is 
also  proceeding.  The  League  of  Nations, 
which  was  intended  to  promote  international 
co-operation  between  all  the  peoples  of  the 
eartli,  has-  been  rendered  almost  futile  by 
. Subversive  agreements  come  to  between 
neighbouring  powers. 

This  week-end’s  demonstrations  may 
quicken  public  opinion,  hut  they  will  not 
prevent  , war.  There  will  be  some  hope  if 
the  millions  who  associate  themselves  with 
the  “No  more  war”  demonstrations  set 
themselves  to  consider  how  it  was  that  they 
were  involved  in  the  last  war  and  vyliat  must 
be  done  to  prevent  themselves  being  trapped 
into  another  war. 

What  We  Must  Do. 

People  must  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
citizens,  and  insist  that  those  who  govern 
them  must  govern  them  as  they  want  to  he 
governed.  No  handful  of  statesmen  must 
ever  again  be  allowed  to  bind  the  nation  in 
%ny  alliance,  even  provisionally,  until  the 
terms  of  that  alliance  or  understanding  or 
entente  are  specifically  put  before  Parlia- 
ment and  their  full  implications  made  per- 
fectly clear  to  all.  The  governments  of  loo 
states  of  the  civilised  world  must  abolish  all 
private  enterprise  in  the  production  of  arma- 
ments and  war  material.  So  long  as  it  is 
possible  for  an  individual  or  any  combine  to 
make  profits  which  are  enhanced  by  war,  or 
the  threat  of  war,  the  threat  of  war  will 
always  be  before  us  and  war  itself  close  in 
the  Ixickground.  The  manufacture  of  ships 
of  war,  of  war  craft  for  the  air,  of  weapons 
and  explosives,  must  be  made  the  monopoly 
of  governments  controlled  by  the  democratic 
power  of  the  people. 

The  people  also  must  give  up  the  narrow 
vision  which  hitherto  has  made  them  regard 
their  own  nation  as*n  paradise,  beyond  the 
frontiers  of  which  all  are  damned.  Finally, 
people  must  be  prepared  to  make,  volun- 
tarily, sacrifices  to  preserve  peace  ; for,  after 
all,  these  sacrifices  will  he  less  tlian  those 
imposed  upon  them  hv  the  force  of  circum- 
stances during  war.  The  “ No  more  war  ” 
demonstrations  are  appeals  to  reason  to 
assert  itself ; and  what  liappier  plea  could  bo 
made  on  the  anniversary  of  the  beginning  of 
the  great  carnage. 


2 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Jrix  29,  19s 


A 


DEFENCE  OF  THE  PESSIMIST. 

THE  WHEREFORE  OF  A BRIGHTON  SPEECH. 


PREPARING  FOR  THE  GENERAL 
ELECTION. 


BY  A LONDON 


Mr.  J.  Penny,  director  of  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society,  is  getting  into  hot  water 
on  account  of  the  pessimistic  speech  he 
made  to  a meeting  of  the  Men’s  and 
Women's  Guilds  at  Brighton.  All  the  cor- 
respondents have  roundly  slated  him,  and 
have  demanded  liis  apologies  to  the  move- 
ment. Mr.  Penny  hinlself  has  written  one 
letter.  - of  explanation,  which  was  half 
apologetic.  I am  not  presuming  to  defend 
Mr.  Penny,  who  can  quite  well  take  care  of 
himself.  I wish  to  say  that  there  is  quite  a 
large  number  of  people  in  the  co-operutivo 
movement  holding  responsible  positions,  who 
are  thinking  along  the  lines  voiced  by  Mr. 
Penny.  We  must  remember  that  the  speech 
was  delivered  at  a joint  meeting  of  the  Men's 
and  Women’s  Guilds,  and  the  audience  were 
presumably  members  of  one  or  ether  of  these 
organisations,  and  it  seems  a pity  that  one 
of  our  leaders  cannot  give  voice  to  the 
burden  he  is  bearing,  to  an  audience  that 
should  be  one  of  friends.  Plain  speaking 
and  hard  hitting  is  a tonic  that  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  cannot  afford  to  miss  at  this 
time  in  its  history.  Mr.  Penny  stated  the 
facts  as  they  are,  and  surely  one  ought  to 
be  able  to  tell  members  of  the  guilds  who  are 
interested,  or  should  be,  in  the  co-operative 
movement  what  the  facts  concerning  then- 
own  movement  really  are.  Mr.  Peimy 
rightly  deplored  these  facts,  and  I gather 
that  the  moral  of  his  speech  was  that  it  was 
up  to  the  Men’s  and  Women’s  Giulds  to  work 
hard  to  improve  the  condition  of  things. 
The  present  industrial  slump  has  proved 
beyond  question  that  the  loyalty  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  members  is  a very  thin 
affair,  and  that  the  work  of  the  guilds,  whose 
function  it  surely  is  to  spread  a knowledge 
of  and  enthusiasm  for  ideals  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  does  not  extend  very  far  yet. 
Increased  sales  and  increased  capita]  are 
what  the  movement  is  crying  for  at  the 
present  moment.  It  was  a courageous  act 
on  Mr.  Penny’s  part  to  tell  the  guilds  what 
their  job  was  and  urge  them  to  get  on  with 
therT  work,  because  never  was  there  a 
greater  need  of  their  help  and  assistance. 

A Stocktaking. 

One  might,  indeed,  go  farther-  even  than 
Mr.  Penny  went  at  Brighton,  and  a stock- 
taking of  our  movement  would  not  perhaps 
come  amiss.  Mr.  Penny  is  on  the  Central 
Council  of  the  National  Men’s  Guild,  and  one 
cannot  get  excited  about  the  success  of  that 
organisation.  The  Men’s  Guild  started  out 
with  tremendous  ideals;  it  was-  going  to 
educate  democracy,  and  breed  a spirit  of 
loyalty  and  love  amongst  men  co-operators. 
It  was  going  to  peimeate  thn'  qq-eperalive 
movement  with  the  spirit  of  old  ideals  and 
leaven  the  commercialism  which  had  crept 
over  the  movement.  The  co-operative  move- 
ment, according  to  the  Men’s  Guild,  was  to 
be  a new  force  in  industry,  a way  out  of  the 
capitalistic  system  as  we  then,  and  now, 
know  it.  But  what  is  the  guild  doing 
to-day?  We  venture  to  suggest  it  is  only 
kept  together  by  a very  faithful  few,  who 
appreciate  the  work  of  the  co-operative 
movement  for  its  own  sake. 

We  have  also  our  political  croakers,  who 
never  fail  to  gloat  over  the  non-success  of 
any  action  taken  by  the  Co-operative  Party. 
It  is  the  fashion  nowadays  to  blame  co- 
operative politics  for  lack  of  sales,  but  this 
is  too  often  the  result  of  mismanagement  and 
inefficiency.  But  the  political  issue  is  much 
too  wide  to  be  dealt  with  in  an  article  of  tin's 
description. 

In  the  world  around  us  also  what  do  wc 
find?  A remarkable  shrinkage  in  the  mem- 
bership of  trade  unions,  with  a consequent 
shrinkage  off  funds,  and,  even  more  serious 
still,  a depression  of  spirit  and  faith  in  trade 
unionism.  Wo  find  capitalism  triumphant, 
indeed  exultant.  The  wages  of  trade  after 
trade  have  been  cut  down,  and  never  were 
so  many  insults  heaped  upon  the  poor.  It  is 
now  a common  saying— and  siud, without  any 
bitterness,  so  trite  has  it  become — that  there 
is  one  law  for  the  rich  and  another  for  the 
poor.  On  the  one  hand  we  See  gross  displays 
ol  wealth  and  extravagance  at  Ascot, 
Kenley,  Lords’  Cricket  Ground,  and  other 
places  where  “society”  congregates;  and, 
on  the  other  band,  our  starving  ex-soldiers, 
who  saved  their  country — for  what? 

Up  to  the  Enthusiasts. 

No  wonder  John  Penny  wanted  to  unbosom 
himself  at  a guild  meeting.  How  many  like 
him  have  spent  their  lives  in  the  service  of 
democracy : 'have  hoped  for  it,  have  prayed 
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for  it,  have  gloried  in  it,  and  arc  now  almost 
despairing  of  it?  Surely  one  can  take  these 
thoughts  to  the  guilds  and  say : It  is  up  to 
you,  who  wore  formed  for  this  specific  pur- 
pose, To  bring  the  trade  and  loyalty  of  the 
members  back  to  our  movement! 

The  cloud  is  here,  and  it  is  merest  felly 
to  pretend  that  we  cannot  see  it.  It  is 
very  black  in  places,  and  leaders  of  the 
movement — and  we  include  all  guild  mem- 
bers in  this  category — should  know  the  weak 
places.  Only  by  knowing  the  bigness  of  the 
job  in  hand  can  one  lay  plans  to  successfully 
accomplish  it:  The  silver  lining  is  there, 

and  we  believe  it  is  getting  brighter. 
Although  capitalism  is  having  another  lease 
of  life,  it  still  lias  within  it  the  seeds  of  its 
own  destruction.  In  the  course  of  the  ages 
it  will  bo  comparatively  short-lived. 
Triumphant  as  it  is  at  the  moment,  we  can 
see  all  around  us  the  impossibility  of  its 
carrying  cji.  Already  there  are  signs  of  an- 
other breakdown . It  is  how  at  its  best;  never 
were  fortunes  being  made  so  quickly  or  so 
large,  yet  what  is  the  result  for  the  great 
mass  of  our  people?  Tlie  war  has  sickened 
us,  but  the  revival  will  come.  The  sold  of 
the  people  is  still  alive,  and  when  the  present 
phase  of  apathy  is  shaken  off,  when  the 
effects  of  the  debauch  of  war  are  clearing, 
then  the  co-operative  movement  will  inevi- 
tably come. into  its  own.  It  us  up  to  the 
guild's,  to  hasten  the  shaking  off  of  this 
apathy.  Mr.  Penny  told  us  the  time  was 
over  ripe  for  action.  Let  us  all  then  be  up 
and  doing. 


MR.  PENNY’S  PROTEST. 

Mr.  John  Penny  writes  : “In  your  current 
issue  Mr.  James  Pollitt  professes  to  give  a 
summary  of  my  speech  afc  Brighton,  but  he 
fathers  on  me  several  statement®  which  I 
did  not  make,  and  altogether  presents  a dis- 
torted version.  The  satisfactory  thing  to  do 
would  be  to  put  a verbatim  report-  of  my 
speech  side  by  side  with  his  summary,  and 
then  the  differences  would  be  manifest.  As 
that  cannot  be  done,  however,  I must  con- 
tent myself  with  this  protest.” 

[With  the  publication  of  the  above  defence 
and  Mr.  Penny’s  protest,  ' the  corre- 
spondence on  this  subject  is  closed.' — Eo. , 
' “ C.N.”] 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

themselves  in,  and  if  they  are  to  be 
shifted,  as  they  must  be  if  the  movement 
is  to  come  into  its  own  at  Stockport,  then 
the  workers  will  have  to  regard  the  matter 
in  the  light  of  a labour  cf  love.;  They  must 
put  their  backs  into  the  fight,  and'  strike 
the  hardest  "blow  they  have  ever  struck  for 
their  co-operative  altars  and  their  co-opera- 
tive fives.  A gfaod  start  lias  been  made, 
and  it  only  remains  for  the  advantage 
already  gained,  through  a more  efficient 
orgahfisation,  to  be  driven  home  for  victory 
to  be  assured.  A helpful  move  in  this 
direction  is  - the  publication  by  the  party  of 
the  “ Stockport  Citizen,”  which  gives  the 
views  of  Mr.  Perry  and  Mr'.  Porter  every 
month.  Mr.  Drysdale  is  the  editor  of  this 
well-iriforming  publication,  of  which,  with 
the  help  of  the  Labour  Party,  30,000 
copies  are  distributed  monthly. 

Mr.  Perry's  speeches  on  social,  political, 
and  industrial  topics  have  so  often  been 
reported  in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” 
that  little  concerning  liis  views  remains  to 
be  said.  He  knows  the  industrial  needs  of 
Stockport  as  well  as  lie  knows,  through 
being  the  secretary  of  the  Co-operative 
Party,  'the  way  to  Westminster.  Though 
the  exigencies  of  office  keeps  him  pretty 
much  tied  to  London,  he  is  always  in  touch 
with  his  native  town,  and  is  well  qualified 
to  say,  as  lie  did  say  recently,  that, 

largely  as  the  result  of  the  policy  of  the 
Coalition  Government,  Stockport  has 
been  heavily  hit  during  the  last  three 
years  by  the  depression  in  the  cotton 
trade,  the  hatting  industry,  and  the  mis- 
cellaneous trades  which  exist  in  the 
town. 

He  also  holds  the  view  that  the  amount 
of  unemployment  now  prevailing  in  the 
country  generally  is  in  the  main  due  to  the 
attitude  taken  by  the  Government  in 
respect  of  peace  treaties  reparations,  and 
foreign  question^  generally. 

Need  it  be  added  that  the  return  of  Mr. 
Perry  and  co-operative  candidates  in  oilier 
constituencies  would  simply  mean  that  the 
Government,  before  it  tried  to  impose  any 
unjust  taxation  on  the  movement's  money, 
would  think  not  once  but  many  times  and 
then  decide  to  go  the  other  way? 

Shelley,  whose  centenary  has  just  passed, 
says  in  liis  “ Julian  and  Maddalo  ” : 

It  is  our  will  which  thus  enchains  lie  to 
permitted  ill. 

We  might  be  otherwise. 

Yes,  and  not  least  of  all,  . politically. 
That  is  why  Stockport  must  replace  Coali- 
tion by  co-operation  at  the  next  election- 
If  they,  are  not  weak,  why  should  they  be 
less,  in  deed  than  in  desire? 


WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 

III.— STOCKPORT  AND  MR.  S.  F.  PERRY. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


The  Government^  has  been  pjetty  busy 
lately  raking  the  cinders  of  the  crucible — to 
borrow  a thought  from  Shelley — for  a con- 
tinuance of  its  life  and  power,-  but  there 
are  signs  that  the~raking  is  not  the  suc- 
cessful operation  it  used  to  be.  It  may  also 
lie  that  the  longer  a General  Election  is 
delayed,  the  more  overwhelming  will  he  the 
defeat  of  the  Government;  and  in  bringing 
about  that  defeat  the  Parliamentary 
borough  of  Stockport  should  lend  a helping 
hand. 

Why? 

Many  reasons  could  be  given.' 

In  the  first  place,  can  it  be  said  that  a 
constituency  which  is  largely  industrial  is 
true  to  itself  when,  it  rejects  Co-operative 
and  Labour  candidates  and  returns  to  Par- 
liament a'  Coalition  Unionist  and  a Coalition 
Liberal?  "That  is  what  Stockport^— 'a'1  't\Yo- 
member  constituency — did  at- the  by-election 
which  took  place  in  1920.  It  may  be  that 
the  electors  were  spoilt  for  choice,  seeing 
that  they  had  six  or  seven  candidates  ap- 
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pealing  for -their  support.  How  many- they 
will  have  at  the  next  election  is,  of  course, 
something  .which  must  be  left  to  the  future 
to  reveal.  Neither  of  the  two  sitting  mem- 
bers has  so  far  intimated  his  intention  of 
retiring,  and  those  in  a position  to  judge 
say  they  will  both  take  the  field  again  when 
the  time  comes.  Then,  if  present  arrange- 
ments hold  good,  the  Co-operative  Party 
will  put  (i -candidate  forward,  and  so  will 
the  Labour  Party. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Perry — the  Co-roperative  candi- 
date— is  not  by  any  means  a stranger 'to  the 
electors,  either  as  citizen  or  as  politician. 
He  is  a native  of  Stockport,  aiid  has  spoilt 
a good  deal  of  his  life  in  the  town.  Ho 
started  work  at  ten.  years  of  age.  in  one  of 
the  local  cotton  mills,  and  immediately  be- 
came a trade  unionist  by  joining.t-he  Picoers’ 
Union.  He  was  vice-president  of  the  local 
Trades 'Council  for. eleven  years,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Cotton  Operative  Spinners  for 
five  years.  He  has  also  conducted  the 
Brotherhood  in  the  town,  filled  the  office  of 
local  preacher,  and  for  eleven  years  sat  on 
the  magisterial  bench. 

Mr.  Perry’s  Better  Chance. 

When  Mr.  Perry  lived  in  the  town,  it  is 
questionable  whether  anybody  worked 
harder  for  the  Stockport  Co-operative 
Society.  He  was  elected  president  in  1907, 
and  continued  in  offioe  until  1912.  Before 
1907  he  was  a member  of  the  committee  for 
many  years.  The  Birkenhead  Society  has 
also  enjoyed  bis  services  as  president — a 
position  which  he  resigned  on  taking  over 
the  secretaryship  of  the  Co-operative  Party 
when  it  was  formed  in  1919. 

When  the  Co-operative  Party  National 
Committee  decided  to  contest  Stockport  in 
1920,  on  the  occasion  of  the  by-election , 
their  choice  unanimously  fell  on  their  secre- 
tary. That  choice  coincided  with  the  choice 
of  the  local  committee.  Unfortunately,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  co-operative  representa- 
tion in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  was  not 
chosen  at  the  polls.  The  electors  will  have 
a chance  to  improve  upon  their  1920  choice 
when  the  next  call  comes.  One  who  enters 
the  realm  of  prophecy— the  grave  of  many 
would-be  readers  of  the  future — takes  risks. 
Anything  may  happen  between  now  and  the 
resignation  of  the  Government,  but  Air. 
Perry  ought  to  stand  a much  better  chance 
of  being  elected  this  time  than  he  did  lapt, 

By  its  specious  promises  the  Government 
practically  mesmerised  the  great  bulk  of  the 
electors  of  this  country  in  1918,  ' and  its 
return  to  power  was  almost  a foregone  con^- 


elusion  ; and  notwithstanding  the  fact  * W 
between  1918  and  1920  what  little  vision  ; 
had  showed  unmistakable  signs  of  dimini, y 
ing,  and  til  at  its  attempt  to  grapple  wjit, 
domestic  matters,  let  alone  interna Uwj 
questions,  were  almost  childish,  tlie  efietU 
ol  the  mesmerism,  though  weakening  W(... 
still  in  evidence.  To-day  its  reputation  t 
just  about  -on  a par  with  the  national 
finanoes,  and  unless  it  achieves  the  seJ. 
ingly  impossible — unless  it  wins  back  t)u 
confidence  of  the  people,  which  it  has  Utl. 
doubtedly  lost — its  chances  of  Iw-ing  re. 
turned  again  are  neither  bright-  n*. 
promising.  Tlia.t  it  is  not  unmindful  of  it, 
danger  is  shown  by  its  attitude  on  the  fabric 
glove  question,  in  which  Stockport,  m , 
cotton  town,  is  keenly  interested.  The 
original  intention  of  the  Government,  in  jp 
blind  desire  to  please  its  few  but  inll uential 
friends  in  Jlie  glove-making  industry, 
to  put  a big  d^lty  on  the  importation  of 
these  glovbs  from  Germany,  overlooking 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  the  simple  fact 
that  the  more  gloves  Germany  sent  this 
country,  the  more  raw  material  slie  would 
have  to  buy  from  the  manufacturing  townj 
of  Lancashire  and  Northern  Cheshire. 

What  the  workers  of  the  north  want  ii 
free  and  unfettered  trade  between  this  and 
any  other  country  in  tlie  world.  Stockport 
is  also  the  centre  of  the  hatting  trade. 
Oldham  used  to  be,  and  in  those  days  Stock- 
port  was  tlie  centre  of  the  cotton  trade.  It 
lias  since  ‘ ' swopped  a good  deal  of  iu 
cotton  for  the  hats  formerly  made  at  Old- 
lutm.  Engineering  is  probably  the  third  of 
Stockport’s  chief  industry. 

There  are  some  62,000  electors  in  the  con- 
stituency, probably  two-fifths  .of  whin 
are  women.  The  local  co-operative  society 
ha®  a membership  of  over  16,000.  ' 

At  the  by-election  in  1920  the  result,-  so 
far  -as  the  first  four  candidates  wore  con- 
cerned, was. as  follows:  — 

Coalition  U 22,847  1 

Coalition  L Oo’.tSG  5 

Labour  10.042  . 

Co-operative  14,434- 

Machinery  Overhauled. 

It  will  be  . seen  that  Mr.  Perry  lias  con- 
siderable leeway  to  make  up  before  hi  - hope 
of  election  can  be  realised.  One  fact  into 
favour— the  - Government's  bad  record  oi 

legislation  so  far  as  the  working  cla  -.-s  sh 
concerned— has  already  been  mcmionei: 
Then  since  1920  the  local  political  nun  hinerj 
has  been  completely  overhauled  and  Brought 
up  to  date.  At  the  time  of  the  by-oleciioi 
Mr.  Sugar  Taylor  (secretary  of  the  Stock- 
port  Society)  was  the  secretary  of  the  poli- 
tical council,  and  he  did  a lot  of  hard  work 
tor  it.  Ho  could  not  be  held  responsible 
for  T-he  defeat  of  Mr.  Perry.  It  w.,-.  how- 
ever, obvious  that  if  a better  fight  laid  to 
be  made  on  tlie  next  occasion,  a lull-time 
political  organiser  would  have  to  k>  ap- 
pointed. Besides,  in  view  of  the  difficulties 
being  experienced  in  trade  and  commerce, 
it  wa$  essential  that  Mr.  Taylor  should 
devote  all  liis  time  and  attention  to  tV 
needs  of  the  society.  Mr.  John  Drysdale, 
who  hails  from  tlie  Scottish  side  of  the 
border — one  realises  that  as  soon  as  oiw 
enters  his  presence — succeeded  Mr.  Taylor 
as  secretary  and  organiser  for  the  local  Co- 
operative Party,  of  which  Mr.,  0.  Travis 
(president  of  the  Stockport  Society)  is  tin 
chairman. 

Mr.  Drysdale  has  had  plenty  of  experience 
of- Parliamentary  and  local  election-,  and  ho 
soon  got  to  work  on  arriving  at  Stockport. 

The  Co-operative  Party  is  working 
close  association  with  the  Labour  Party, 
whose  oliampion  is  Mr.  S.  C.  Porter,  * 
Belfast  barrister,  and  counsel  for  tlio  Iri“ 
Transport  Workers.  Each  party  has  srt 
up  its  own  ward  committees,  out  these 
will  bo  merged  when  tlie  election  come* 
.along,  with  Mr.  Drysdale  as  agent  for  tw 
two  parties.  Meantime,  co-ordination 
effort  is  being  secured  through  a j°int 
committee. 

Words  to  Workers. 

Mr.  Drysdale  has  been  at  Stockport 
since  October  last,  and  in  that  time  b*3 
made  a thorough  survey  of  the  whole  cim- 
stituency.  Asked  recently  whether 
thought  he  was  going  to  add  to  his  laurel* 
at  Stockport  by  substituting  co-operati0B 
for  Coalition,  lie  said 

he  was  very  hopeful,  and  that  il 
Government  went  on  defying  and  Olfl* 
raging  public  opinion  nothing  would  saVB 
the  Coalition  at  the  next  election. 

He  did  not,  however,  want  the  workerf 
for  the  Co-operative  Party — of  whom  jj® 
has  enrolled  a small  army — and  tn 
electors  to  think  that  because  ho  is  °I>?" 
mistic  as  to  the  result  dll  they  hart  to_  i 
fta s to  sit  still  until  Mr.  Perry  address^ 
them  as  one  of  their  future  represent^*1' . 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  Sure  thoUj}* 
he  is,  lie  wants  them  to  see  that  no  vo 
which  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Perry, S 
to  either  of  the  Coalition  Candida  -■ 
Since  the  by-eWtio'n  the  two  opponent- 
|co-qperation  have  mpdo  every  effort  to  “ 

iCdantinued  aDfOitW  second  colon"’-1 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


3 


pcDDOCDcmra 


A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


bxa 


xDcnn 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


THE  MOVEMENT  AND  ITS  IDEALS 

IS  CO-OPERATIVE  LABOUR  DOING  ITS  DUTY? 

NEED  FOR  SECTIONAL  SELF-EXAMINATION. 

BY  A PLAIN  CO-OPERATOR. 


Crosso  and  Blackwell's  Losses. 

The  report  'of  Crosse  and  Blackwell’s  Ltd., 
. (]1C  financial  year  ended  February  28th, 
,022,  has  now  been  issued,  and  makes  a Sorry 
Rowing-  A year  or  two  ago  this  company 
C -mured  the  whole  or  majority  of  the  ordinary 
gbares  m various  other  jam  making  and  con- 
fectionery concerns,  viz.,  James  Keiller  and 
4ns,  Eliwibcth  Lazenby  and  Son,  Alexander 
Cairns  and  Son,  the  Cosmelli  Packing  Company, 
Robert  Kellie  and  Son,  and  Batger  and  Coin- 
nanv  ; so  that  it  is  both  a manufacturing  con- 
cern and  a company  holding  heavy  invest- 
ments in  other  companies  in  the  same  branch 
of  trade.  A little  over  a year  ago  Crosse  and 
"Jlackwell  transferred  their  factory  from  the 
centre  of  London  in  Charing  Cross-road  to 
Branston,  Staffordshire.  Their  own  trading 
loss  for  the  year  is  not  enormous — £22,900,  as 
compared  with  a profit  for  the  previous  year 
of  £96.300 — but  its  associated  undertakings 
have  made  losses  during  the  year  amounting 
to  the  enormous  total  of  £1,072,890.  This  hits 
Crosse  and  Blackwell’s  Ltd.  very  hard,  for 
during  the  previous  year  it  received  as  divi- 
dends from  its  allied  undertakings  £456,300 ; 
furthermore,  instead  of  receiving  interest  on 
deposits  and  advances  to  its  subsidiary  com- 
panies as  it  did  in  the  previous  year,  when  it 
had  £5,100  from  this  source,  the  company  last 
year  had  to  pay  ont  in  interest  £32,700.  The 
ioss  is  due  partly  to  the  usual  cause  of  a heavy 
drop  in  the  values  of  stocks,  but  also  to  the 
big  falling  of!  in  exports ; this  company  used 
to  do  a big  foreign  trade  with  Europe,  and,  like 
most  other  British  firms,  is  now  beginning  to 
pay  the  price  for  the  luxury  of  having  the 
present  Government  and  its  foreign  policy. 
Last  year  a dividend  of  5 per  cent,  was  paid 
on  the  ordinary  shares,  but  this  year,  of  course, 
they  receive  nothing,  and  the  company  is  not 
paying  the  dividend  in  respect  of  last  half-year 
on  its  preference  shares.  It  owes  its  bankers 
£464,100,'  and  the  directors  and  others  have 
also  lent  it  £372,000.  Public  money  is  largely 
interested  in  the  concern,  for  it  has  an  issued 
capital  of  £3.000,000  7J  per  cent,  preference 
shares,  £1,741,750  second  preference  shares, 
and  £2,612,632  ordinary  shares,  without 
counting  the  various  issues  of  the  subsidiary 
companies. 

The  Covent  Garden  Estate. 

One  of  the  largest  property  sales  of  the 
Beason  has  been  in  progress  during  the  last 
few  weeks  in  the  shape  of  shops,  houses,  and 
buildings,  on  what  is  known  as  the  Covent 
Garden  Estate,  comprising  such  well-known 
London  thoroughfares  as  Drury-lane,  Welling- 
ton-street,  and  Long  Acre,  and  one  theatre, 
viz.,  the  Aldwych.  Some  £300,000  has  already 
been  realised  by  these  sales,  and  it  is  stated 
that  only  about  a dozen  properties  remain 
unsold,  for  many  of  which  negotiations  are  in 
band.  All  these  properties  are  in  the  neigh- 


JJy  Appointment. 

All  the  Year  Round 


the  Quality  and  Purity  of 
Nestle's  are  its  outstanding 
recommendation,  but  in 
Summer-time  there  is  this 
additional  reason  for  using  it 
—it  avoids  waste,  for  every 
tin  is  perfectly  fresh  and 
every  drop  is  delightful, 
however  hot  ,the  weather. 
There  is  equal  Quality, 

Purity,  and  Freshness  in 

Nestle’s  Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  richest  in  cream 

ideal  milk 

(tf  unsweetened  preferred) 

So. d at  all  Co-ojjei’ative  Stores. 

^ESTlE'S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


bourhood  of  Covont  Garden  Market — London’s 
greatest  fruit  and  vegetable  centre — which 
itself  forms  part  of  the  estate.  Formerly  the 
property  of  the  Dukes  of  Bedford,  then  sold 
to  the  late  Sir  Joseph  Beecham,  and 
subsequently  transferred  to  the  Covent  Garden 
Estate  Company  Ltd.,  which  is  now  selling  a 
portion  of  the  property  : but  not  the  market 
itself,  which  is  held  under  an  old  charter, 
granted  in  1661,  which  precludes  the  opening 
of  any  rival  market  within  a fixed  area. 
Readers  who  have  walked  through  this  neigh- 
bourhood (and  it  is  one  of  the  ironies  of  life 
that  London’s  one  opera  house,  which  should 
occupy  a square  to  itself  and  be  an  ornament 
to  the  city,  is  crowded  into  the  middle  of  this 
sordid  region),  will  have  noticed  numbers  of 
shops  doing  a wholesale  trade  in  bananas, 
oranges,  grape  fruit,  &c.  The  Dukes  of  Bed- 
ford and  their  successors  have  always  been 
careful  to  retain  the  freehold  of  all  these  pro- 
perties, and  in  the  report  of  a Departmental 
Committee  on  the  Wholesale  Markets  of  Lon- 
dbn,  it  is  stated  that  “ in  addition  to  tho 
markets,  the  company  owns  a large  quantity 
of  the  adjoining  property,  which  when  let  for 
market  business  is  subject  to  agreement  that 
the  tenants  \ hereof  will  pay  the  same  lolls  upon 
articles  dealt  in  by  them  as  would  have  been 
leviable  if  they  had  been  sold  in  the  market.” 
Although,  therefore,  the  owners  do  not  pro- 
vide sufficient  market  accommodation  for 
the  trade,  they  see  that  they  get  the  tolls  on 
all  the  foodstuffs,  which  change  hands  on 
surrounding  properties. 

In  another  part  of  «their  report  the  Com- 
mittee, which  included  representatives  of  ell 
parties,  wrote : “ We  wish  to  record  our 

opinion,  in  the  strongest  possible  terms,  that 
this  market,  the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  king- 
dom, should  be  placed  under  a public  authority 
with  a view  to  its  development  in  the  interests 
of  the  trade  and  the  consumer.”  That  the 
awful  inefficiency  of  London’s  great  fruit  and 
vegetable  market  is  not  merely  the  concern 
of  the  Metropolis,  is  shown  by  the  following 
further  extract  from  the  same  report : — 

In  this  connection  we  would  again  refer  to 
the  system  under  which  imported'  fruit  is  at 
present  dealt  with.  It  appears  to  us  that  to 
some,  although  not  to  a sufficient  extent, 
the  congestion  at  Oovent  Garden  might  be 
relieved  by  the  direct  despatch  of  supplies  to 
provincial  markets  and  buyers  from  the 
points  of  landing.  It  is  obviously  uneconomi- 
cal that  such  supplies  should  be  brought 
into  Covent  Garden  at  a heavy  expense  for 
cartage,  unloaded  there,  subjected  to  market 
tolls,  porterage  charges,  ft*'.,  and  then  re- 
loaded and  carted  to  the  railway  termini  lor 
despatch,  when  one  operation  might  well 
oover  the  whole  transaction. 

In  his  evidence  before  the  Committee,  the 
representative  of  one  of  the  railway  companies 
admitted  that  produce  was  often  delayed  until 
the  market  was  closed,  which,  in  the  case  of 
perishable  fruit  and  vegetables,  meant  ultimate 
loss  to  both  producer  and  consumer.  To 
readers  unacquainted  with  London  conditions 
it  will  sound  incredible  that  there  is  no  railway 
connection  with  this  great  wholesale  market ; 
residents  in  many  parts  of  inner  London  are 
kept  awake  of  nights  by  the  rumbling  of  hun- 
dreds of  heavy  waggons  which  bring  to  it  im- 
ported and  rail-borne  produce  from  the  various 
goods  stations. . So  far  as  this  market  is  con- 
cerned, railways  have  not  yet  been  invented. 
A few  weeks  ago  I looked  over  the  fruit  and 
vegetable  market  of  Cologne.  A railway  line 
runs  right  along  the  outer  wall  of  the  market, 
and  fruit  and  vegetable  produce  coming  from 
all  parts  of  Germany,  Holland,  and  Italy  are 
conveyed  right  up  to  the  market  and  delivered 
practically  right  into  the  sales  stands.  How 
lorfg  will  it  be  before  Londc/h’s  food  is  handled 
in  the  same  obvious  manner  ? Although  we 
are  told  we  cannot  afford  to  waste  a farthing 
(this  is  true  enough),  the  community  goes  on 
losing  millions  per  annum  which  it  has  to  pay 
in  excess  of  what  it  should  on  account  of  such 
inefficiency  as  is  here  mentioned.  It  certainly 
is  time  that  movements  representing  the 
consumer  should  go  into  politics,  for  none  of 
these  reforms  are  likely  to  be  carried  out  by 
a government  representative  of  vested  in- 
terests which  would  rather  see  a nation  ruined 
than  their  profits  diminished. 


Mr.  William  Hare,  president  of  the  only 
co-operative  society  in  Queensland  (Aus- 
tralia), paid  a visit  to  the  Newcastle  pre- 
mises of  the  C.W.S.  on  Monday.  Before 
going  to  Australia,  Mr.  Hare  resided  in 
the  Morpeth  district. 


If  you  want  to  get  the  most  biting  criti- 
cism of  yourself,  you  can  usually  obtain  it 
from  those  with  whom,  you  have  been  most 
familiar.  The  worst  critics,  and  frequently 
the  greatest  enemies,  of  an  organisation  are 
people  within  it.  Self-injury  is  not  at  all 
an  uncommon  human  trait,  whether  it  be  in 
an  individual  or  n«  organisation;  but  is  the 
process  so  ingrained  in  us  that,  we  cannot 
get  away  from  itp 

Among  the  working  class,  the  practice  of 
throwing  bricks  at  the  employing  class  has 
been  so  long  in  existence — and  so  frequently 
justified — that  it  has  become  a matter  of 
course.  It  has  been,  in  fact,  so  deeply  bred 
in  the  bone  that  it  persists  in  democratic 
organisations.  There  being  no  masters 
there,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term, 
the  bricks  are  thrown  at  the  leaders,  It 
may  lie  an  interesting  game  among  us  who 
are  of  the  rank  and  file,  and  sometimes  it 
may  be  a useful  one,  but  a little  self- 
criticism  among  the  brick  throwers  would  at 
least  be  serviceable  to  the  progress  of 
democracy. 

The  mentality  of  people  has  been  so 
seriously  disturbed  of  recent  years  that  we 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  pull  ourselves 
round  to  a normal  state  of  mind.  Perhaps 
in  a short  time  we  shall  have  come  back  to 
a more  even  temper.  We  shall  then  be  able 
to  measure  up  our  sectional  differences  more 
evenly  and  justly.  The  sooner  we  arrive  at 
this  workable  condition  in  the  co-operative 
movement  the  better.  It  is  a circumstance 
absolutely  essential  to  our  ability  and  power 
to  cope  with  the  more  combined  strength 
of  enemy  foroes. 

A Little  Criticism. 

I want  to  offer  a little  criticism  to  labour 
in  the  co-operative  movement.  Here  I step 
on  delicate  ground.  I have  long  hesitated 
to  do  it,  because  I have  been  always  a keen 
advocate  of  the  rights  and  claims  of  labour, 
whether  in  a system  governed  by  democracy 
itself  or  in  one  of  rampant  capitalism;  but 
for  some  years  now  1 have  been  led  to  won- 
der whether  labour  employed  by  the  move- 
ment really  does  its  duty  to  the  co-opera- 
tive movement.  As  one  who  has  laboured 
the  greater  ‘part  of  ray  life  under  capi- 
talistic control,  I received  a few  shocks  to 
my  idealistic  ideas  of  labour  when  I first 
came  into  tho  co-operative  movement  as  an 
employee;  One  of  my  first  duties  was  to 
investigate  a little  dispute  in  connection 
with  a large  retail  society.  The  society  had 
to  close  a small  works  because  the  cost  of 
labour  put  into  each  article  was  too  high  to 
allow  tlie  sooiety  to  meet  competition  from 
outside  successfully. 

Tlie  secretary  of  the  society  was  a little 
suspicious  of  me  in  dealing  with  the  matter, 
and  he  remarked— rather  sarcastically,  I 
thought — to  the  directors,  as  if  warning 
them  to  be  careful,  that  I was  one  “ of  these 
labour  men.”  To  see  a body  of  co-operators 
— working  men  themselves— taking  this 
anti-labour  attitude  was  a painful  shock  to 
me;  but,  in  the'  position  of  an  impartial  in- 
quirer, I remained  silent.  Eventually,  the 
secretary  told  me  that  the  works  had  had  to 
lie  closed  because  the  workmen  were  not 
doing  n fair  day's  work  for  a fair  day’s  pay, 
taking  into  consideration  competitive 
prioes ; that  they  paid  too  little  heed  to  the 
management  of  the  works;  that  too  many 
of  them  wanted  to  go  their  own  way ; that 
adequate  supervision  was  not  possible;  that 
men  with  no  technical  skill  wanted  to  over- 
ride men  of  special  training  and  knowledge ; 
that  the  wages  of  all  men  were  slightly 
above  trade  union  rates,  whilst  a similar 
day’s  work  was  not  done,  either  in  quantity 
or  quality  ; that  all  this  added  to  the  price 
of  the  finished  product,  which  the  members 
of  the  society  would  not  buy,  because  they 
could  get  the  goods  cheaper  elsewhere. 

To  me  this  was  a terrible  indictment.  But 
I did  not  misrepresent  the  situation,  as  the 
secretary  thought  I would.  Wliat  was  more 
important  to  my  attitude  of  mind  was  that 
I did  not  believe  him,  perhaps  because  I did 
not  want  to.  The  statement  set  me  think- 
ing, however,  and  I am  deeply  sorry  to  say 
that  in  course  of  time  I began  to  feel, 
backed  up  by  further  experience,  there  was 
some  truth  iii  it.  The  revelation  was  a great 
source  of  trouble  to  me.  It  is  so  to-day. 

'•  Ideals  Going  West." 

I have  been  reading  an  article  in  the 
‘‘New  Dawn,”  entitled  “Ideals  Going 
West."  The  object  of  the  writer  is  to 
criticise  the  C.W.S.  in  regard  to  hours  and 
wages  of  C.W.S.  employees.  I am  not 
dealing  here  with  the  position  of  the  C.W.S., 
because  the  subject,  in  my  mind,  is  far 
bigger  than  the  C.W.S.  or  the  N.U.D.A.W. ; 
it  goes  to  the  root  and  the  superstructure 
of  democratic  control,  whether  in  politics 
or  industry.  The  charge  embraces  some 
ugly  facts  in  respect  to  a system  where  you 
have  democratic  control,  or  collective  con- 
trol. with,  on  the  one  hand,  elected  con- 
trollers, and,  on  the  other  hand,  a large 
body  of  employees  ever  appealing  for  group 
and  individual  rights.  But  it  is  better  to 
face  these  facts  with  reason  and  courage, 
first,  to  know  what  they  are,  and, 


secondly,  to  deal  with  them  without  sec- 
tional bias  and  bitterness.  Despite  all  past 
and  existing  wrongs,  we  shall  have  to  come 
to  this  manner  of  dealing  with  our  problems, 
or  we  shall  have  less  chance  than  we  might 
have  against  opposing  forces.  However, 
the  ugly  facts  to  which  I allude  are  not  all 
in  co-operation;  even  from  the  employee's 
point  ol  view  some  of  thorn  have  been 
known  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  trade  unions  and  Labour  (capital  “ L ”) 
business  departments. 

I should  like  to  ask  here,  “ Whose  ideals 
are  going  west?”  Are  they  only  the  ideals 
of  the  C.W.S.  and  leaders  of  labour?  What 
about  the  ideals  of  employees? 

These  are  questions  that  will  bear  far 
more  analysis  than  can  be  devoted  to  them 
in  a short  newspaper  article.  Rather  than 
“jump”  (I  think  “ jump  ” is  the  right 
word)  on  the  C.W.S.  for  having  to  change 
some  of  the  conditions  of  labour,  it  would  lie 
much  more  useful  to _ try  to  find  out  the 
reason  for  the  change. 

Apparently,  ideals  cannot^  be  achieved 
without  cost.  In  our  adolescent  days,  im- 
bued, a.s  we  were,  with  the  advanced  social 
thinkers  of  the  day,  we  had,  in  our  opinion, 
only  to  come  together  and  start  workshops 
under  our  own  control,  and  an  industrial 
heaven  could  he  at  once  established.  We 
were  to  have  short  hours,  high  wages,  no 
“ bosses,”  and  garden-like  workshops.  We 
scarcely  thought  that  it  was  necessary  to 
get  rid  of  our  products  against  competitors 
to  be  able  to  keep  up  the  things  we  dreamed 
about. 

So  it  is  with  the  co-operative  movement. 
If  we  are  to  have  shorter  hours,  higher 
wages,  and  less  workshop  discipline  than  in 
other  forms  of  employment,  we  are  face  to 
faoe  with  a problem  worth  fighting  for.  Our 
difficulty  is  in  not  being  able  to  control  the 
situation  at  the  consumers'  end.  If  this 
idealism  is  going  to  cost  a little  more  money 
in  the  price  of  commodities,  and  people  are 
ever  on  the  look-out  for  cheaper  articles  else- 
where— and  buying  them — our  higher 

forms  of  labour  are  not  going  to  be  straight 
sailing. 

Nevertheless,  we  could,  no  doubt,  get 
much  nearer  to  this  desirable  state  if  em- 
ployees in  the  co-operative  movement, 
wholesale  and  retail,  would  see  that  they 
make  themselves  highly  efficient,  subject  to 
better  and  more  sensible  workshop  control 
and  obedience,  and  would  cease  to  take  the 
view  that  to  work  for  a co-operative  con- 
cern is  to  do  pretty  much  ns  one  likes,  and 
not  be  too  anxious  about  doing  one’s  best 
for  wages  paid  and  the  special  purpose  or 
aim  of  co-operative  association. 

Excessive  Wages  Costs. 

I have  been  driven  to  the  conclusion  that 
wages  cost  in  co-operatively-made  goods  are 
too  big,  not  on  account  of  the  rate  of  wages 
paid,  but  on  account  of  the  time  and  slack- 
ness spent  in  making  them.  This  is  a 
serious  charge,  I know,  and  I have  paused 
before  making  it,  particularly  owing  to  my 
Labour  association  and  advocacy.  Let  me 
present  only  one  illustration.  1 have  been 
to  great  trouble  to  obtain  it. 

A number  of  certain  articles  were  made 
in  a co-operative  factory.  Exactly  the  same 
number,  of  the  same  material,  and  manu- 
factured oil  the  same  class  of  machinery, 
were  produced  in  a capitalist’s  factory,  with 
the  owner  of  which  I was  very  friendly.  The 
articles  made  were  sold  to  working-class 
purchasers.  The  cooperative  concern 
worked  three  hours  a week  less,  and  all 
round  paid  3s.  fid.  per  head  per  week  more 
for  labour.  Tlie  actual  labour  cost 
of  the  articles  was  closely  investigated. 
What  was  the  result?  The  co-opera- 
tively-produoed  articles  were  higher  in  price 
than  the  private  makers'  productions. 
Labour  alone  in  the  co-operative  factory 
accounted  for  the  higher  price.  This  was 
not  due  by  any  means  to  the  shorter  hours 
and  higher  wages,  as  much  as  it  was  due' 
to  the  longer  time  which  the  individual  co- 
operative worker  devoted  to  the  articles, 
whilst  the  labour  itself  was  no  more  effi- 
cient and  the  articles  no  better  made.  A 
workshop  policy  of  slackness  was  the  great 
drawback.  -The  private  junker  could  sell 
his  goods  even  to  co-operative  distributive 
societies,  where  the  co-operative  manufac- 
turing society  could  not.  The  latter  de- 
cided to  revert  to  actual  trade  union  condi- 
tions to  save  itself,  but  unfortunately  it 
could  not  alter  the  co-operative  worker’s 
attitude,  or  lessen  the  difficulty  of  securing 
the  best  discipline  in  workshop  organisation. 
This  statement  represents  my  view  of  the 
strict  investigation,  despite  my  irresistible 
penchant  always  to  lean  to  the  side  of  tho 
worker,  where  my  prejudice  lies. 

Let  us  not  make  charges  about  ideals 
going  west  unless  we  look  at  the  subject 
all  round;  otherwise  they  are  silly  and 
superficial.  Do  we  always  £et  the  work  out 
of  co-operative  employees  to  which  we  are 
entitled?  Are  they  always  as  obliging  ns 
thev  might  be?  Do  they  always  realise  that 
common  respect  and  courtesy  are  qualities 
which  even  workmen  and  shopmen  in  demo- 
cratic institutions  should  not  ignore?  I 
doubt  it. 

If  ideals  are  going  west,  we  must  examine 
whether  the  C.W.S.  iq  the  cause  of  it,  or 
merely  the  effect. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  MOVIES. 

NEW  AMERICAN  ENTERPRISES. 

One  of  tlie  latest  American  enterprises  is 
a co-opera  tire  picture  studio  in  Hollywood, 
the  movie  capital  near  Eos  Angeles.  The 
ICC.  Pictures  Corporation,  which  owns 
the  newest  and-  most  modern  studio 
for  the  production  of  screen  plays  in  lire 
southern  California  city,  is  to  be  conducted 
on  a co-operative  basis,  so  that  all  'creative 
factors  in  the  making  of  the  picture  plays 
are  to  share  in  the  profits  and  returns  of 
the  business. 

Directors,  actors,  writers,  and  technical 
staff  are  all  participating  in  this  co-operative 
enterprise,  which  is  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  P.  A.  Powers,  an  experienced  and  suc- 
cessful film  producer.  Mr.  Powers  sees  in 
it  a remarkable  opiwrtunity  not  merely  to 
improve  the  quality  of  motion  picture  films, 
but  ako  to  more  justly  distribute  the 
earnings. 

Co-operative  motion  picture  theatres  are 
now  in  successful  operation  in  Newinanns- 
town.  Pa.,  and  Bcnld,  Staunton,  and  New 
Adams,  111. 


AMERICAS  HEADQUARTERS. 

The  Co-operative  League  of  the  United 
States  of  America  arc  now  housed  in  new 
central  premises  at  167,  West  12th  Street,  New 
York  City.  The  new  Co-operative  League 
House,  as  it  is  called,  was  opened  a couple  of 
months  ago  under  Dr.  J.  P.  Warbasse,  the 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  LEAGUE  HOUSE. 

president,  with  the  assistance  of  addresses  by, 
among  others,  Messrs.  Albert  Sonnichseu  and 
Emerson  P.  Harris,  each  of  whom  has  an  excel- 
lent book  on  co-operation  to  his  credit,  and 
Mrs.  Agnes  Warbasse,  who,  with  her  husband, 
recently  toured  co-operative  Europe.  Seven 
years,  now,  the  League  has  been  steadily  at 
work,  building  up  the  movement  on  the  safe 
and  the  sure  principles  of  Rochdalism  in  the 
land  where  “fake”  co-operation  is  always 
rearing  its  hydra  head. 


DR.  KING  IN  OTHER  LANGUAGES. 

Co-operators  in  foreign  countries  are 
deeply  interested  in  “ Dr.  William  King  and 
* The  Co-operator,’  1828-30,”  the  new  book 
recently  published  by  the  British  Co-operative 
Union.  It  has  been  well  reviewed  in  several 
foreign  co-operative  newspapers,  and  arrange- 
ments "have  now  been  made  for  the  introductory 
sketch  of  Dr.  King,  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer,  the 
head  of  the  Publications  Department  of  the 
Co-operative  Union,  to  he  translated  into 
German  for  publication  by  the*  German  Co- 
operative Union.  Probably  the  hook  will  he 
re-issned  in  both  Sweden  and  Finland  at  an 
early  date. 

DUTCH  BUILDING  SOCIETIES. 

Co-oeerattve  Building  Associations  in 
Holland,  some  of  which  were  in  existence  years 
before  the  war,  now  number  37,  of  which  20 
ore  in  Amsterdam.  The  Germans  have  a 
national  organisation  and  collaboration  with 
trade  unions,  and  at  the  National  Congress  of 
Building  Associations  just  held  at  Amsterdam 
it  was  decided  that  the  building  problem  cannot 
he  solved  locally  by  the  workers,  but  that  it 
should  be  dealt  with  on  national,  or  even  inter- 
national, lines,  and  that  the  co-operation  of 
the  trade  unions  is  essential,  as  these  are  also 
directly  interested  in  a change  in  the  present 
system  of  production. 


JAPANESE  CONGRESS. 

THE  NEED  FOR  CREDIT. 

The  eighteenth  Congress  of  the  co-opera- 
tive societies  of  Japan,  under  the  president, 
Viscount  Hirata,  and  the  vice-president, 
Mr.  Shimura,  was  held  at  Tokio  recently, 
when  about  12.000  representatives  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  were  present. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Com- 
merce, Baron  Yamamoto,  expressed  his 
gratification  at  the  increase  in  tbo  number  of 
co-operativo  societies,  of  which  there  are  at 
present  in  Japan  almost  14,000,  and  at  the 
important. part  they  play  in  the  national 
economic  development. 

With  regard  to  the  attitude  to  be  adopted 
by  co-operative  societies  in  the  present 
economic  situation  the  following  resolution 
was  passed:  ‘‘The  Congress  considers  it 
urgently  necessary,  in  view  of  the  situation 
at  home  and  abroad,  that  the  co-operative 
societies  in  Japan  shall  make  every 
endeavour  to  decrease  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, effect  improvements  in  the  methods  of 
distribution  of  commodities,  and  main  to  in 
harmonious  relations  between  the  different 
classes  of  society.” 

The  Congress  also  passed  a resolution  de- 
claring that  the  establishment  of  a ceiiteal 
credit  institution  was  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  development  of  co-operative  societies 
in  Japan,  and  decided  that  the  Government 
should  be  asked  to  bring  yi  a Bill  in  the 
course  of  the  next  session  of  Parliament  for 
the  establishment  of  such  an  institution. 


SAFEGUARDING  “CO-OPERATIVE.” 

A Pitts BURG'trust  society,  masquerading  as 
the  “Co-operative  League  of  America,”  has 
just  been  refused  pcrniiss'on  to  operate  in 
Iowa  and  the  Province  of  Ontario.  The  State 
Executive  Council  of  Iowa  for  the  second  time 
within  three  months  refused  the  permission. 
The  Co-operative  Union  of  Canada  successfully 
opposed  ; and  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  re- 
marked “the  use  of  the  word  ^ co-operative  ’ 
should  be  very  carefully  safeguarded.” 


AMONG  OUR  EMPLOYEES. 


COMMITTEES  AND 

STAFFS. 

MUTUAL  INTEREST  AND 

GOODWILL. 

THE  PERSONAL  TOUCH 

AND  CONFIDENCE. 

THE  “NEWS"  AS  A FRIENDLY  LINK. 

[By  Ex-Counterman.]. 

During  the  years  when  I was  serving 
behind  the  co-operative  counter,  one  of  the 
first  questions  asked  by  my  fellow-employees' 
on  Friday  mornings  was.  “ Has  the  ‘ Co- 
operative News  ’ arrived  yet?” 

The  “ News  ” for  Jobs. 

It  was  characteristic  of  the  employee  in 
those  days  to  look  at  the  last  page  first  of 
all,  because  there  you  would  find  the  list  of 
“ Situations  Vacant.”  The  younger  genera- 
tion especially  were  keen  on  “ spotting 
openings,”  and  many  of  the  elder  ones,  too, 
were  always  on  the  look-out  for  something 
worth  “ having  a pop  at.”  Yet,  even  when 
a good  thing  appeared,  many  doubts  had  to 
be  overcome  before  the  would-be  aspirant 
ventured  to  apply  for  the  post  if  he  was  re- 
quired to  “ state  qualifications.”  It  seems 
to  me  that  doubts  as  to  fitness  ought  never 
to  arise  when  an  assistant,  say,  after 
several  years  at  his  trade,  desires  to  see 
himself  installed  as  branch  or  depart- 
mental manager,  <fcc. 

Training  and  Understanding. 

-There  was,  however,  and  there  is  to-day, 
a feeling  that  the  training  in  co-operative 
service  is  not  op  to  high-water-mark. 

To  my  mind,  a frank  discussion  on  this 
and  similar  subjects  in  the  “ News  ” would 
he  all  to  the  good.  True,  it  would  call  for 
the  reintroduction  of  an  Employees’  Corner, 
Page,  Forum,  or  whatever  one  may  term 
it.  This  leads  to  a further  question.  “ Why 
was  the  ‘ Employees’  Page  ’ discontinued  ?” 
That  it  was  a popular  feature  I can  testify 
as  a frequent  contributor  and  regular 
reader.  Nothing  but  benefit  to  societies 
and  employees  alike  would  result  from  the 
closer  understanding  that  could  lie  achieved 
through  such  a medium. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  problem  just  re- 


The most  economical 
of  ail  our  fleet—” 

/'"AWNERS  who  keep  separate  records  of  the 
upkeep  cost  of  every  different  make  of 
commercial  vehicle  in  their  service,  get  absolute 
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Also  at  Manchester,  §h§eeiei.d,  and  Birmingham. 


ferred  to — the  training  of  employees  n 
that  subject  was  tackled  seriously.  it  wouli 
have  a distinct  effect  upon  the  attitudenf 
mind  of  the  employee  towards  the  lo-oper!; 
tive  movement  in  general  and  manavem«S 
committees  in  particular.  When  training 
a scientific  basis  is  within  the  re.uli  0f 
preferential  treatment  of  the  unfit,  du.,  »’ 
official  influence  (and  the  movement  i! 
honeycombed  with  it)  will  be  rendered  nior! 
difficult.  It  is  galling  to  the  “ trver  1 to 
told  by  his  pals  that  if  he  wants  to  get  on 
he  must  do  as  so-and-so  did,  viz..  l>ecom« 
a.  mem  her  of  the- same  church  or  club  as  tt! 
boss. 

Employees  on  Boards. 

The  personnel  of  committees  of  mauaee. 
ment  changes  frequently,  and  often  tL 
employees  are  at  a considerable  disadvan. 
tege  when  matters  concerning  them  arise™ 
the  board-room.  An  urgent  need  uf  the 
times  is  a joint  partnership  of  sonhJ 
measure  of  joint  control  in  the  movement 
The  question  of  the  advisability  <4  alter, 
ing  the  rules  of  societies  so  as  to  reniotA 
obstacles  to  employee  representation  j5  . 
burning  one. 

I can  give  cases  where  committees  will  g0 
to  any  length  to  oppose  such  a reform.  Yet 
I venture  to  assert  that  development  on 
these  lines  is  the  surest  way  to  bring  bad; 
that  lost  comradeship  which  men  like  Mr 
Openshaw  deplored  in  recent  issue-  .4  fliii 
journal.  1 think  I am  quite  correct  when 
I state  that  there  has  not  been  a single 
strike  of  distributive  workers  in  any  ol  the 
fifty  societies  where  an  employee-shareholder 
has  a seat  on  the  board. 

This  subject  is  ripe  for  discussion  in  tbe<o 
pages,  and  there  are  many  more  t.  pic-s  o[ 
interest  to  directors  and  workers  alike  which 
I could  name. 

The  Big  Fact. 

The  one  thing  to  keep  in  mind  is  that 
co-operation  is  a great  principle,  which,  il 
carried  out  in  a reasonable  spirit  by  |>eopl«i 
who  are  capable  of  understanding  it.  will 
bring  great  good  to  the  greatest  number. 
Many  employees,  some  of  them  high  officials, 
are  imported  into  the  movement  became  ol 
their  commercial  abilities;  yet  they  have 
little  or  110  regard  for  co-operation.'  Many 
committeemen  are  elected  for  services  ren- 
dered in  capacities  quite  foreign  tn  the 
movement.  and  consequently  remain 
“ dud's  ” until  they  are  replaced  by  other*. 

These  are  difficulties  with  which  de- 
mocracy^ will  for  a long  time  have  to  (.in- 
tend. Yet  great  strides  towards  a ( • .-opera- 
tive Commonwealth  could  be  mad  if  it 
became  an  understood  and  recogno  I part 
of  the  business  that  employees  should  have 
frequent  opportbnities-jof  knowing  the  com- 
mittees’ points  of  view — and  vice  vor-.i— on; 
every  important  move  contemplated  in  tin 
society  concerned, 

Trust  the  Employees. 

It  is.  for  instance,  a standing  cum  pin  inf 
that  a branch  manager  is  seldom  r moulted 
about  the  inside  construction  of  the  shops 
in  which  lie  will  have  to  spend  eight  hours 
every  day  when  completed.  The  result  is 
seen  in  many  annoying  inconveniem  < > which 
could  easily  have  been  avoided ; lienee  the 
creation  of  unpleasant  reference-  to  the 
lack  of  business  acumen  on  the  part  of  tb: 
“powers  that  be.” 

Workers'  Classes. 

Another  question  one  would  like  to  *> 
ventilated  is  that  of  holding  employee*' 
classes  for  vocational  and  general  education 
during  working  hours.  The  movement  is  i 
long  way  behind  the  private  capitalist  111 
thus  matter.  When  we  consider  that  tlw 
private  trader  is  not  doing  that  educational 
work  purely  for  the  employees’  benefit,  but 
rather  as  a means  of  securing  greater  effi- 
ciency. and  therefore  greater  profits,  then 
at  least  co-operation  ought  to  imitate  aw 
improve  upon  and  then  initiate  development 
in  other  directions. 

Employees  shquld  be  encouraged  to 
their  views  regarding  the  value  of  a '-0' 
operative  College,  and  so  should  member3 
of  committees.  I have  heard  some  ‘ "-opera- 
tors, holding  responsible  position-,  expound 
views  on  this  subject  which  would  b enter- 
taining to  “ News  ” readers,  were  they  no' 
so  tragic;  yet  they  are  points  of  view  ivbicu 
must  he  dealt  with,  unless  we  are  prepare 
to  mark  time  in  our  educational  work. 

The  Place  of  the  “ News." 

In  all  these  matters  the  “ (’..-opernti^ 
News  ” has  an  opportunity  of  becoming  u, 
-medium  by  which  ideas  may  be  exebaut 
and  revised.  Great  as  are  the  dilferrm 
sometimes  between  the  organi-ed  worKc 
in  the  movement  (and  they  are 
organised)  and  the  directors  on  quest'" 
of  wages,  Ac.,  that  is  no  reason  why 
sion  should  be  confined  to  those  J 

If  it  is  possible  to  arrive  at  decision-  . 
such  highly  contentious  mutters,  it  1 
much  easier  to  secure  an  undersum 
regarding  those  subjects  on  which  t,l‘  r'  ^ 
likely  to  be  a large  measure  ol  agretm- 
to  commence  with.  a 

The  need  of  the  moment — and  it  may  • - . 
be  too  late — is  an  enlightened  labour  P°  . 
whereby  the  missionary  power  now  run 
to  waste  may  bo  willingly  converted  mt 
proper  channel  of  usefulness. 

[The  “ News  “ has  given  evidence 1 ^ 

desire  for  a happy  relationship  Dy 
co-operativo  employers  and  emp^;lire, 
We  intend  fo  publish  this  ifj*  £( 

“ Among  Our  Employees,''  at  ,easlrie«ff» 
a month  for  the  present;  but  our  j 
is  to  be  able  to  insert  it  more  Ircquen 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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“MILK  AND 

BILL. 


WATER  ” 


read  I or  a SECOND  time. 

CONSUMERS'  POSITION. 

The  .Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Bill 
crime  up  Tor  second  reading  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Wednesday  last  week.  As  was 
recently  recorded  in  the  ••  Co-operative 
Neivs,"  the  Parliamentary  Conmiktee  hav 
|Hv,,n  very  active  in  seeking  to  streifgthe 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  with  this 
object  a deputation  recently  waited  upon 
J/ord  Onslow. 

In  moving  the  second  readiug  of  the  Bill 
Sir  Alfred  Mond  stated  that  the  measure 
find  already  passed  through  the  House  of 
Lords,  where  it  had  lieen  very  carefully  con- 
sidered and  several  amendments  introduced. 
Ii  was  the  result  of  very  careful  consultation 
between  the  Ministry  of -Agriculture,  the 
Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture  the 
Fanners'  Union,  the  lending  producers  of 
liigb-gmde  milk,  and  all  those  who  have 
taken  most  interest  in  the  clean  milk 
question. 

Mr.  Waterson  inquired  if  the  consumers' 
paint  of  view  had  been  sought  lor? 

Sir  Alfred  Mond  replied  that  the  con- 
sumers' point  of  view  had  been  very  care- 
fully considered.  He  explained  that  the  Bill 
bad  been  introduced  with  a view  to 
endeavouring  to  encourage  the  production  of 
good  milk. 

Mr.  Acland  supported  the  principle  of  the 
Hill.  He  was  glad  that  although  bodies  like 
. 111?  Co-operative  Congress  and  a Committee 
of  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  h id  wanted 
to  "D  Li rt her  and  to  bring  all  the  i>owers  of 
the  1015  Act  into  force  as  soon  as  possible, 
yet  they  had  passed  resolutions  in  favour 
of  a development  of  the  simplification  of  the 
grading  of  milk. 

Mr  Tom  .Myers  criticised  the  .shortcom- 
ings ol  the  Bill.  The  Labour  Party  deplored 
the  further  postponement  of  the' INI  ilk  and 
Dairies  Act.  1915.  They  considered  the  fur- 
ther 'U -.pension  of  that  Act  to  Ik*  regrettable, 
and  believed  that  under  present  and  exist- 
ing circumstances  it  could  not  lie  justified. 

Further  criticisms  came  from  Dr.  Addison, 
who  •! ; M-rihed  the  measure  as  a "Milk  and 
Water  ’ Bill. 

Mr  Waterson  said  that  the  Minister  of 
Health  had  stated  that  the  Bill  was  a very 
modest  one.  That  was  part  of  our  com- 
plaint ; it  was  too '‘modest.  The  Minister 
■should  have  been  a little  bolder.  This  Bill 
seemed  to  throw'  the  onus  of  responsibility 
entiiylv  on  the  retailer  or  vendor  of  milk. 
We  felt  that  the  onus  should  he  placed  not 
only  on  the  retailer,  but  should  be  shared  by 
the  producer,  and  that  the  middleman  should- 
c-irry  his  share  cf  it.  As  regards  registra- 
tion, smne  of  them  felt,  that  all  purveyors  of 
milk  should  he  compulsorily  registered,  and 
rat  only  the  business  premises,  but  the  firm 
as  well.  Dealing  with  the  question  of  pas- 
teurisation. Mr.  Waterson  stated  that  we 
un.lertood  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  plant  for 
this  purpose  existed  in  this  country  upon  the 
lasjb  or  continuous  process,  and  he  asked 
ilie  Government  not  to  exclude  that 
apparat  us -or  method  which  produces  the  safe 
milk  whether  it  is  produced  by  the  flash  or 
liie  homing  process. 

I lie  Bill  was  read  a second  time,  and  tom- 
muted  to  a Standing  Committee. 

We  understand  that  the  Parliamentarv 
tommittee  succeeded  in  securing  the  pass- 
JS  t*  the  Bill  it 

the  Tfl-  Hf“te  °f  Il°rds  "’ill  !l»ve 

1 0f  .str.™Stl'enmg  tile  measure, 

notf,a„  fi"1,"  ’>  ra,Pr-"'»<]  form  it  trill 
effectiveness  of  the  Act  of  1815 
“ •»*"«  held  in  iibeviinee.  The  hotter 
’"ltier  Rues  for  semiring 
j£rtEE“X  °f  “ pu,e  Mid  for 

protecting  tlie  consumers’  interests  The 
lariianieiitary  Committee  are  uoekino-  to 

®SiMerMlenfrents  io  the  Pr^ent 

II  'rl,en  tlle  Committee  stages  are  reached 


CHANGES  ON  JOINT 

COMMITTEES. 


THE  CANADIAN  CATTLE  DEBATE. 

PARLIAMENT  DECIDES  FOR  IMPORTATION. 
CO-OPERATIVE  AGITATION  BEARS  FRUIT. 

“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


After  twenty  years  of  agitation,  in  which 
the  prime  movers  were  the  co-operative 
organisations  of  the  country,  Parliament 
declared  on  Monday  night,  by  a majority 
of  73,  that  the  embargo  on  the  importation 
of  Canadian  cattle  must  be  removed. 

The  story  ol  the  embargo  is  an  old  one. 
Restrictions  upon  the  importation  of  store 
cattle  were  introduced  by  the  Liberal 
Governmput  in  1891  as  a temporary 
measure  of  protection  against  the  spread 
of  disease,  an  outbreak  among  home  herds 
having  been  attributed  to  Canadian  im- 
ports—attributed  lightly  or  wrongly.  The 
Diseases  of  Foreign  Animals'  Act,  passed 
in  1896  under  the  Unionist  Government, 
decreed  that  imported  cattle  must  be 
slaughtered  within  a certain  time,  and 
before  the  animals  left  the  wharves  at  the 
port  of  disembarkation.  By  that  means 
the  old  trade  in  store  cattle  was  abolished 
for  the  duration  of  the  embargo.  It  was 
no  longer  permissible  to  take  the  cattle  to 
farms,  as  they  used  to  be  taken,  to  be  fed 
up,  to  provide  work  for  feeders,  to  fertilise 
the  soil,  to  add  to  their  own  weight  in  beef, 
to  stimulate  our  own  herds,  to  cheapen 
beef,  and  generally  to  assist  agriculture 
and  benefit  both  cattle  feeders  and  con- 
sumers. 

The  avowed  cause  of  all  this  was  the 
alleged  danger  of  foot  and  mouth  disease, 
but  Canadian  herds  have  been  free  of  that 
disease,  and  no  case  of  it  could  L*e  traced 
among  them  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
Prize  cattle  breeders  and  the  wealthier 
landed  interests  associated  with  them 
upheld  the  wisdom  of  the  embargo.  The 
Liberal  Government  in  Opposition  de- 
nounced the  maintenance  of  the  embargo, 
after  the  danger  has  passed,  as  pure  Pro- 
tection— not  protection  against  disease, 
but  against  competition-"— and  whether 
there  was  a definite  pledge  or  not,  the 
Liberals  gave  the  Canadian  Ministry  the 
distinct  impression,  and  gave  the  con- 
sumers the  distinct  impression,  that  it 
would  be  their  policy  to  remove  the  em- 
bargo ns  soon  as  they  could  be  returned  to 
power. 

After  the  1906  election,  when  the  Liberal 
Ministry  took  over  the  reins  of  office,  they 
allowed  the  embargo  to  remain,  because 
the  Irish  vote  in  Parliament,  Nationalist 
and  Unionist  alike,  was  united  in  main- 
taining the  embargo  so  as  to  lee-sen  the 
competition  the  Irish  cattle-men  had  to 
meet  in  this  country.  The  second  Coalition 
Ministry,  in  1917,  pledged  itself  to  remove 
the  restrictions,  and  put  the  pledge  in 
definite  form  to  the  Canadian  representa- 
tives at  the  Imperial  Conference ! but  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  has  explained 
since  that  the  pledge  tp  remove  the  stigma 
of  " diseased  cattle  ” from  Canada  was 
only  given  because  there  was  a danger  of 
a meat  famine.  That  danger  having  passed 
away,  he  and  the  Government  decided  that 
there  was  no  need  to  implement  the  pledge. 

Consumers’  Position. 

The  interests  of  the  consumer  counted 
for  nothing.  Protectionists  persisted  in 
the  camouflage  of  tlie  peril  of  disease,  and 
persisted  in  their  Protectionist  policy.  So 
pressing  was  the  demand  for  tlie  abolition 
of  the  embargo  that  a Royal  Commission — 
which  every  Government  regards  as  a kind 
of  “ refugium  peecatorum  ” — was  set  up  to 
inquire  into  the  subject,  and  perhaps  give 


tlie  Government  an  excuse  to  continue  to 
do  nothing.  That  Commission  upheld  tlie 
co-operative  case.  It  recommended  that 
the  embargo  should  go  because  it  would 
reduce  the  price  of  beef  and  increase 
supplies,  and  because  there  Was  no  disease 
to  be  afraid  of. 

“ There  are  interests  just  as  powerful  os 
yours  on  the  other  side.”  Lord  Crawford, 
then  Minister  of  Agriculture,  had  told  a 
co-operative  deputation  that  waited  upon 
him  to  state  the  co-operative  case.  Those 
interests  so  prevailed  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  1917  pledge,  the  Prime  Minister's 
confirmation  of  it  in  1921.  and  the  finding 
of  the  Royal  Commission,  the  Government 
decided  to  take  no  action. 

On  top  of  the  years  of  agitation  by  the 
co-operative  movement,  by  cattle  feeders, 
by  meat  salesmen,  and  by  the  Canadian 
Government,  there  arrived  the  “ Daily 
Express  ” owned  by  Lord  Beaverbrook. 
who  has  spent  a large  part  of  his  time  in 
Canada  and  has  big  Canadian  interests. 
He  used  the  ” Daily  Express”  to  fight  for 
the  abolition  of  the  embargo.  Lord  North- 
clille.  probably  scenting  the  possibility  of 
a victory  for  a newspaper  rival,  joined  in 
the  fight,  and  made  the  honouring  of  the 
pledge  a “Times”  and  “Daily  Mail” 
stunt. 

Something  had  to  be  done,  and  the 
Government  decided  to  do  nothing.  Minis- 
ters could  not  agree  among  themselves^  A 
discussion  cf  the  subject  in  Parliament 
was  demanded.  The  Government  allowed 
it  to  come  on  ; refrained  from  expressing 
an  opinion  on  the  'subject ; abstained  from 
putting  on  the  Whips,  and  so  the  issue  was 
left  for  each  Member  of  the  House  to  settle 
with  his  conscience  and  constituents. 

In  the  House. 

It  was  in  this  setting  that  the  question 
arose  on  Monday  night  when  Mr.  W.  Shaw, 
the  Coalition  Unionist  Member  for  Forfar, 
moved  a resolution  that  in  the  opinion  of 
the  House  the  time  had  arrived  when  the 
embargo  on  the  importation  of  Canadian 
cattle  should  be  removed. 

The  matter  was  discussed  very  largely 
in  the  light  of  Imperial  relationship.  It 
appeared  to  be  the  chief  concern  of  many 
that  Canada  might  lose  patience  with  us. 
Tlie  debate  evoked  speeches  from  several 
Front  Bench  men,  including  Mr.  Asquith, 
Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Thomas  for  the  removal  of  the  embargo, 
and  Sir  A.  Griffith-Bosc&wen,  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  against  the  removal.  Sir 
Arthur’s  speech  was  a Protectionist  speech, 
in  which  lie  refuted  his  own  arguments. 
He  traversed  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission. He  questioned  the  reality  of  the 
pledge  and  the  interpretation  cf  the  pledge. 
He  denied  thatrthe  removal  of  the  embargo 
would  reduce  the  price  .of  beef,  and  seemed 
to  argue  at  the  same  time  that  it  would 
ruin  those  who  make  their  living  by  rear- 
ing cattle-  to  sell  to  butchers. 

•The  House,  free  of  the  Government 
Whips,  took  the  sane  line  at  last,  and  by 
247  votes  to  171  it  decided  that  the  em- 
bargo must'  be  ended.  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
voted  for  the  abolition,  but  his  partner  in 
tins  leadership  of  the  Coalition  voted  for 
the  retention  of  the  embargo,  and  with 
Mr.  Lloyd  George  nineteen  other  members 
of  the  Ministry  voted,  while  fifteen  cif  their 
colleagues  voted  with  Mr.  Chamberlain. 


A “LEGAL  TRADE." 

RETAILING  of  self-raising  flour. 


LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS'  UNION. 

SUMMER  SCHOOL  AT  GENEVA. 
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CO-OPERATORS  AND 

TRADE  UNIONISTS. 


As  tin-  initiator  of  tile  X.r.D.AAV.  rcso- 
lutiou  calling  upon  members  to  join  eo-opera- 
tne  societies,  Mr.  Holder,  - of  Newport, 
explains  that  co-operation  is  seldom  intro- 
duced in  trade  union  meetings,  and  his  wish 
is  to  do  tins. 

From  sixty  years’  experience  of  co-opero- 
t,0,,1  and  a soul  with  unbounded  faith  iliat 
n will  eventually  solve  the  industrial 
problem,  the  resoluticn  emaraled. 

With  it  the  principles  of  cn-operation 
must  be  assiduously  propagated,  ami 
through  it  equity  must  become  established. 
Not  by  “force,"  but  by  moral  persuasion. 
It  is  -necessary  that  human  mediums  mast 
he  nt  trade  union  meetings  who  imdarsLaiul 
and  can  show  that  as  all  trade  in  the  world 
consists  of  merely  supplying  oui selves  with 
the  necessaries  of  life,  \fith  no  shortage  of 
land,  labour.  Or  money,  there  should  Ik*  no 
one  in  want,  nor  yet  any  unemployed. 

If  all  believes  as  be  does  that 
By  co-operation’s  aid 
Each  may  share  what  all  hath  made, 
the  trade  union  organisation  should  be  used 
to  propagate  eo-eperatkm  amongst  trado 
unionists. 

Tin’s  was  my  object  in  introducing  the 
resolution  first  to  my  branch,  then  to  the 
A.D.M.,  the  T.U.C.,  and  eventually.  1 hope, 
back  to  all  trades  councils  and  trade  union 
branches. 


CI  S.  PROGRESS. 

NEW  BRANCHES  OPENED. 


It  will  he  a matter  of  interest  t«»  all  con- 
cerned in  the  greater  movement  that  the 
Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  owing  to 
its  rapid  development,  lias  decided  to  open 
three  new  branches  at  Bristol,  Southamp- 
ton. and  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  lb.  T.  Bomber,  of^tl\e  London  branch, 
has  beeif  appointed  manager  .of  the  Bristol 
branch  ; Mr.  W . H.  O.  Brailsford  as  man- 
ager of  the  Southampton  branch  ; and  Mr. 
A.  G.  Petrie,  the  present  chief  clerk  at 
the  Glasgow  branch,  lias  been  appointed 
manager  of  tlie.  new  Edinburgh  branch. 

It  is  . also  interesting  to  chronicle  the 
fac-t  tlMit  Bristol  is  the  second  branch  to 
be  opened  within  the  original  area  covered 
by  the  Cardiff  branch,  consequent  upon  the 
huge  increase  in  the.  amount  of  business 
transacted  in  that  area. 

The  “ H ” or  Cardiff  division  at  present 
controls  nine  districts — Cardiff,  Rhondda, 
Newport,  Gloucester,  Swansea,  Bristol 
North,  Bristol , South,  Swindon,  and  Bath. 
In  the  Cardiff  district  during  the  first  six 
months  of  this  year  the  increase  in 
business  has  been  phenomenal,  the  debits 
having  been  more  than  doubled. 


NEW  BOOKS. 


The  Co-operative  Unioh  publications  de- 
partment has  several  books  in  course  of 
preparation,  including  " Handbook  for 
Co-operative  Committeemen,”  by  Professor 
F.  Hall.  M.A.;  “Jubilee  History  of  the 
Co-operative  Union,”  by  Messrs.  F.  Hall, 
M.A.,  and  T.  W.  Mercer;  “Life  of  J.  T. 
W.  Mitchell."  by  Air.  P.  Redfern ; and 
“ Place  of  Co-operation  Among  Other  Social 
Movements,”  by  Professor  V.  Totomianz. 


i,JIIEcre?ult  °/  ^ie  election-  for  six  m 
from  °/i  tbr*  Jo,,,t  Parliamentary  Com  mi 
M®®11 “e  Co-operative  Union  is  as  folio 
jrai  8;  T-  Hayward,  G.  Goodenough, 
Mdlerchip.  G Riddle,  P.  Loney,  and 
H wT,1'  Messrs.  J.  P.  Davies  and 
(’\v«  tklns  have  been  displaced. 

4&.Tr&.nreSirT-w-A 

fropagandn  Committee 
Union  \iltnted  ''ls  follows  : — Co-opem 
t„7 ' A.  Mann.  CL  A.  Ham 
Ban  \ "G  CAV.S.:  Messrs.  K I 
Ooligl.uj.'  “r  fc-  J'  Graham'  "Ml  A. 


BIG  LOANrPAlD  OFF  BY 

MINERS. 

£22.610  AT  COALVILLE. 

Iielrtn  '-oueatersliire  miners  are  to 
lu  inVrJ  . ' '"lgratulated  upon  the  proi 
1oai.UOf  "’bull  -they  have  paid  off 
Coah-i’/l  advanced  to  them  bv 

J-ear-V  . 'Operative  Society  during  ! 
JUstafn,C°aJ l’ trade -drsimte.  With  the 

leu*?1  ^'e  Miners’  Association  sen 
■fcj-i  1,1  grateful  thanks  for  the  gr 
trv  n^e  afforded  to  them  during  t 
and  ime‘  • I'be  loan  was  free  of  inter 
*V  addition,  gave  ha 
mc.ut  of  bread  and  meat.  The  rep 
terms  VV?6  .r°ferred  to  in  eongratulat 
last  «„*  , 10  society's  quarterly  meet 

Saturday  night. 


MR.  WATERSON  S EFFORTS. 


The  Bread  Acts  (Amendment)  Bill 
received  Royal  Assent  on  Thursday,  last 
week.  Many  will  wonder  what  that  is. 
Well,  it  is  a Bill  which  for  the  first  time 
makes  the  making  and  retailing  of  self- 
raising  flour  a “ legal  trade.”  Up  till  then 
it  was  a violation  of  the  Bread  Acts.  For 
eighteen  months  Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P., 
has  been  struggling  with  this  question.  He 
sat  on  a Committee  to  investigate  the  Bread 
Acts.  Mr.  Mastin  (C.W.S.)  gave  evidence, 
with  others,  the  evidence  being  taken  in 
camera.  After  many  interviews  with 
Ministers,  a clause  was  drafted  to  meet  our 
point  and  the  consent  of  the  Health  Ministry 
to  accept  it.  A Bill  was  prepared.  It  was 
hacked  by  Mr.  Waterson,  and  Mr.  liiskip, 
K.C.,  M.P.,  introduced  it  under  the  ten- 
minute  rule.  No  doubt  the  Bill  would  have 
been  suspect  if  Mr.  Waterson  had  intro- 
duced it,  but  at  any  rate,  after  months  of 
work  on  his  part,  the  trade  is  now  legalised, 
and  he  ought  to  be  pleased  that  his  efforts 
have  not  been  futile,  and  particularly  as 
the  movement  is  greatly  concerned. 


Mr.  G.  N.  Barnes,  M.P.,  has  recently 
sustained  a bereavement  by  the  death  of 
his  mother,  at  the  ndvauced  age  of  94. 
Mrs.  Barnes  resided  at  Dundee,  near  to 
which  town  her  family  were  brought  up. 

••Your  ever-improving  monthly.”— 11 A 

County  Durham  Reader  of  the  1 Millgnte 
Monthly.’  ” 


A summer  school,  under  the  auspices  of 
tlie  League  of  Nations’  Union,  is  to  Im?  held 
at  Geneva  from  August  3rd  to  13th,  at  which 
will  be  explained  and  discussed  the  princi- 
ples and  practices  that  are  involved  in  the 
work  of  the  League  of  Nations  and  the  Inter- 
national Labour  Office.  The  work  wrll  he  ex- 
plained by  members  of  the  secretariats.  The 
syllabus  of  studies  provides  for  lectures  c-n 
the  origin,  structure,  and  achievements  cf 
the  League  aud  the  Labour  Office,  the  per- 
manent Court  of  International  Justice, 
reconstruction,  the  work  of  the  “Economic 
and  Financial  " and  tho  “ Communications 
and  Transit  ” Commissions,  the  probable 
development  of  the  League  and  the  outlook. 
The  signatories  to  the  announcement  of  the 
arrangements  include  Messrs.  W.  Gregory 
and  Mark  Clear  as  representatives  of  the 
Co-operative  Union. 


INTERNATIONAL  PEACE 

CONGRESS. 

On  Tuesday  the  annual  International 
-Peace  Congress  was  opened  in  London,  and 
will  be  continued  during  the  week.  The 
most-  important  item  on  the  agenda  is  a 
consideration  of  “ The  economic  restoration 
of  Europe. Other  subjects  to  be  dealt 
with  include  “The  League  of  Nations,” 
*•  The  Control  of  Foreign  Affairs  Through 
Parliament,”  and  “ Actualities  ” (or 
urgent  current  questions). 

The  International  Co-operative  Alliance 
was  represented  by  Sir  Thomas  Allen  and 
Mr.  H.  J.  May  (general  secretary). 


By  Appointment. 

Confidence  in  Nestle’s 
is  over  fifty  years  old 

Compare  the  thick  richness  of  Nestle’s 
Milk  with  the  thin  consistency  of  imita- 
tions and  you  will  understand  why  no 
other  milk  equals  Nestle’s  Ln  public 
favour.  Quality — sheer  good  quality — 
has  always  appealed  to  the  English 
people,  and  no  cheaper  brands  can  tempt 
the  millions  of  people  who  have  known 
-Nestle’s  as  long  as  they  have  known  any- 
thing. The  name  of  Nestle 's  is  your 
safeguard  of  purity  and  quality — don’t 
accept  a substitute. 

NESTLE’S 

MILK 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

Demand  Nestle's— always.  It 
serves  you  right  ! ALL  WAYS. 

NESTLE'S,  6-8,  EASTCHEAP.  E.C.3. 
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C.W.S.  RECREATION  AND 
SOCIAL  CLUB. 

FIRST  ANNUAL  SPORTS  AT 

THE  NEW  GROUND. 

Many  of  the  C.W.S:  employees  from  Leman- 
street  journeyed  on  Saturday  to  Enfield  to 
witness  the  first  annual  .sports  of  the  Social 
and  Recreation  Club.  This  afforded  an 
Opportunity  of  seeing  the  sports’  ground  at 
Fir  Tree  Meadow,  which  has  heeil  rented 
for  the  purposes  of  the  club.  The  ground 
provides  every  facilities  for  outdoor  pastimes, 
and  since  it  has  been  in  the  club’s  occupation 
has  been  greatly  improved  and  adapted  to  the 
club’s  requirements.  Some  of  the  active 
members  of  the  club  have  devoted  their  spare 
time  to  this  work  and  in  erecting  a pavilion, 
whose  friendly  shelter  was  found  very  accept- 
able during  the  showers  at  the  close  of  the 
sports.  The  whole  of  the . events,  with  the 
Exception  of  the  obstacle  race,  were  got  through, 
and  then  there  was  a steady  downpour  of 
rain.  This  continued  for  some  time,  and 
prevented  the  prize  distribution,  and*  the 
holding  of  a concert  and  dance,  as  arranged. 

An  Experiment. 

Saturday’s  affair  was  somewhat  in  the 
nature  of  aa  experiment.  It  is  hoped  to  make 
the  athletic  meeting  an  annual  event.  Bene- 
fiting by  the  experience  gained  on  Saturday 
the-  committee  will  be  able  to  extend  the  pro- 
gramme in  future  years,  and  judging  from  the 
amount  of  athletic  talent  available  there 
should  be  no  difficulty  in  securing  good  entries. 
The  sport  provided]  was  -of  a first-class  order, 
the  various  events  being  well  contested,  and 
aroused  keen  interest  amongst  the  spectators. 
In  addition,  the  side  stows,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  F.  Irons,  attracted  many  amused 
patrons.  Mr.  C.  Carter  (the  popular  C.W.S. 
caterer)  superintended  the  refreshment  depart- 
ment. 

The  success  achieved  should  encourage  the 
committee  to  continue'  the  sports  as  an  annual 
event.  Apart  from  affording  the  younger 
members  a chance  of  displaying  their  athletic 
skill,,  the  meeting  fills  a very  commendable 
part  in  bringing  together  all  sections  in  a 
cordial  atmosphere  of  sociability. 

Tho  bulk  of  the  work,  of  course,  fell  upon 
Messrs.  C.  Brooker  and  W.  J.  Isaacs  (the  active 
sports’  secretaries).  They  had  the  assistance 
of  an  enthusiastic  band  of  officials.  The 
judges  were  Messrs.  C.olightly,  W.  E.  S.  Cock, 
Walford,  G.  Hay,  E.  Chicken,  Jarvis,  Bloxham, 
Stonier,  A.  E.  Howlett,  and  H.  Woollett. 
The  others  assisting  were : — Starters  : Messrs. 
R.  Par-kins,  E.  Adams,  and  L.  Averst ; time- 
keepers : Messrs.  J.  Follows  and  W.  Wenrnan  ; 
clerk  of  course : Mr.  R.  Embleton  ; handi- 
cappers : Messrs.  H.  Evans,  G.  Bullen,  E. 
Nile,  and  W.  B.  Hunter ; Whips  : Messrs. 
Heelas,  Sharpe,  French,  Wagstaffe,  Tyef 

H.  Evans,  G.  Bullen,  Hunter,  and  F.  Gardener. 

Results  of  the  Races. 

The  results  were  as  follows : — 

100  yards’  handicap : Final  heat,  1 , H. 
Plummer  ; 2,  L.  Marshall ; 3,  H.  W.  Wlialley. 

80  yards’  ladies’  scratch  race : Final  heat, 

I,  Ellen  Taylor  ; 2,  M.  Lane  ; 3,  G.  Thompson. 

80.  yards’  veterans’  race : Final  heat,  1, 

B.  Hunter  ; 2,  J.  Money  ; 3,  H.  A.  Price. 

40  yards’  ladics’-«cgg  and  spoon  race  : Final 
heat,  1 , I.  Buttcrwortli ; 2,  G.  V.  Thompson  ; 
3,  E.  Taylor. 

80  yards’  sack  race : Final  heat,  I,  W.  H. 
Whalley ; 2,  G.  A.  Simmons ; 3,  B.  Parkins. 

100  yards’  scratch  race  (45  and  under  50) : 
1,  W.  J.  Isaacs. 

80  yards’  ladies’  skipping  race  : Final  heat, 

1,  E.  Quantock  ; 2,  M.  Lane. 

440  yards’  handicap  : Final,  1,  H.  Plummer  ; 

2,  G.  Vincent ; 3,  F.  Smith. 

100  yards’  boys’  race  (under  16  years): 
1,  W.  J.  Jones ; 2,  F.  J.  Butcher. 

One  mile  handicap:  1,  R.  Sturrock ; 2, 
W.  G.  M'Clean  ; 3,  W.  Radley  ; 4,  D.  Donoon. 

One  mile  relay  race:  1,  H.  Plummer;  2, 
L.  Marshall. 

440  yards’  obstacle  race  : 1,  H.  Wenlock. 

The  tug-of-war  proved  an  interesting  ovent. 
The  teams  entered  included  the  general  office, 
the  engineers,  building  department,  tea  de- 
partment, and  Acton  preserve  works.  The 
builders  and  engineers  were  left  in  the  final, 
and  the  former  by  reason  of  their  heavier 
weight  had  no  difficulty  in  securing  a victory. 


The  British  Institute  of  Adult  Education 
is  holding  a Week-End  Conference  at  Bnlliol 
College,  Oxford,  from  September  29th  to 
October  2nd.  Viscount  Haldnne  will  preside 
and  Mr.  Albert  Mansbridgo  is  Ihe  vioc- 
ehairman.  The  speakers  will  include  Mr.  J. 
It.  Clyrfies,  M.P. 


ENFIELD  HIGHWAY  JUBILEE. 


LONDON  MANAGERS 

AT  LUTON. 


TRIBUTE  TO  THE  OFFICIALS. 


INTERESTING  TOUR  OF  THE 


PROGRESS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


WORKS. 


Owing  to  pressure  on  our  space  last  week 
we  were  unable  to  deal  with  the  very  successful 


bread  depots,  three  bakeries,  dairy,  nursery 
and  last  but  not  least,  a farm  of  about  500 


CHOCOLATES  FOR 

CHRISTMAS. 


concert-meeting  held  in  celebration  of  the 
Enfield  Highway  Society’s  jubilee,  at  the  Easl- 
field-road  Council  School.  A large  number  of 
members  were  unable  to  gain  admittance, 
owing  to  the  crowded  state  of  the  room. 

Mi\  Walter  J.  Whybrew,  an  eiithusiastic 
worker  for  the  society,  who  presided,  pointed 
out  that  the  society  after  its  fifty  years’  exis- 
tence was  still  going  strong.  The  success  of  the 
society  largely  depended  on  having  reliable, 
efficient,  and  trustworthy  officials.  At  the 
exhibition  a tribute  was  paid  to  the  pioneers, 
the  veterans  on  whom  to  a very  large  extent 
the  society  had  depended  in  days  gone  by. 
They  had  had  a tremendous  lot  to  do  with  the 
success  of  the  society.  One  of  the  names  he 
would  like  to  mention  was  that  of  an  official 
who  did  not  care  much  about  the  limelight, 
but  one  who  was  absolutely  and  perfectly 
capable  and  trustworthy,  and  it  was  hoped  he 
would  continue  to  carry  on  his  duties  for 


acres.  For  over  thirty  years  the  society  had 
had  a capable  and  efficient  official  in  Mr.  Mew 
(the  general  manager),  and  for  over  twenty 
years  of  its  prosperous  run  its  deliberations 
were  presided  over  by  Mr.  John  Fisher.  In 
the  history  of  the  society  their  names  would 
be  honoured,  and  to  them  the  society  owed 
much.  Mr.  Hood  gave  some  details  of  the 
educational  work  of  the  society,  the  con- 
valescent fund,  and  the  collective  life  assu- 
rance scheme. 

An  admirable  programme  was  carried  out 
by  the  Enfield  Highway  Society’s  choir, 
numbering  about  fifty  voices,  under  the  able 
conduotorship  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Franklin.  Miss 
May  Grange  and  Miss  Clare  excelled  in  their 
character  sketches,  the  former  also  being 
especially  good  with  her  songs  and  dances. 
Mr.  Jack  Coleman  (humorous)  and  Mr.  Ernest 
Jose  (accompanist  and  entertainer  at  tho 
piano)  also  delighted  the  audience. 


Some  considerable  time.  He  referred  to  the 
esteemed  general  manager,  Mr.  G.  H.  Mew. 
(Applause.)  Ho  was  one  of  the  most  worthy 
officials  that  any  soriety  ' could  ever  hope  to 
have.  The  chairman  also  paid  a tribute  to  the 
services  rendered  by  Mi'.  John  Fisher,  who  had 
filled  the  presidential  chair  for  about  twenty- 
one  years.  In  the  general  secretary  (Mr. 
E.  Harker),  and  general  manager  (Mr.  G.  H. 
Mew),  the  society  had  two  of  the  very  best 
and  reliable  servants -that  any  society  could 
wish  to  have.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  John  Hood  (president  of  the  society) 
gave  an  interesting  address  on  Our  Society.” 
Dealing  with  the  origin  of  the  society,  he  stated 
that  tho  pioneers  had  a ifard  task  in  front  of 
them,  and  it  took  men  of  grit,  determination, 
and  an  enthusiasm  for  the  cause,  to  fight  as 
they  fought  for  the  establishment  of  a society 
which  he  thought  must  long  ago  have  grown 
far  beyond  their  wildest  dreams.  The  last  ten 
years  had  seen  a remarkable  -development, 
the  membership  having,  risen  from  5,942  in 
1912,  to  17,000 ; and  the  share  capital  from 
£56,424,  to  considerably  *>ver  a quarter-o'f-a- 
million.  Under  present-day  conditions  th 
comparison  of  sales  was  misleading ; suffic 
it  to  say  that  they  were  quite  in  accord  with  th 
developments  in  other  directions.  To-day 
they  had  twelve  branch  stores,  besides  eight 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  award  of  prizes 
given  in  connection  with  the  jubilee  festivities  : 
Best  decorated  horse : — 1,  H.  G.  Waterman 
(Cheshunt) ; 2,  F.  H.  Long  (Chingford) ; 3, 
Gr'Andrews  (Central) ; 4,  F.  Cox  (Central) ; 
5,  W.  G.  Moat  (Central) ; 6,  E.  Waller  (Central). 

Best  decorated  vehicle  : — 1,  bakery  van,  G. 
Andrews  (Central) ; 2,  motor*  0.  C.  Lobb 
(Central) ; 3,  bakery  van.  W A.  Phillips 

(Hertford) ; 4,  motor,  F.  W.  Cook  (Hertford) ; 
5,  bakery  van,  W.  R.  Bolton  (Ware). 

Best  decorated  vehicle  by  auxiliary  bodies : 
— 1,  Central  Women’s  Guild  (tea) ; 2,  Central 
Women’s  Guild  (milk) ; 3,  Enfield  Town 

Women's  Guild  (cycles,  &c.) ; 4,  Waltham 

Cross  Women’s  Guild  (soap).  Ponders  End 
Women’s  Guild  and  Employees’  Athletic  Club 
were  highly  commended. 

Best  general  turnout  of  milk  floats  and 
butchery  carts: — 1,  J.  S.  Smith;  2,  W.  S. 
Lawrence ; 3,  H.  T.  Lovell. 

Best  fancy  dress : — 1,  Mrs.  Lewis  (Belle 
bag  blue) ; 2,  Mrs.  Fortesque  (Vi-King  dyes) ; 
3,  Mrs.  Clements  (Jennie  herring).  Mrs. 
Campbell  (jellies  and  custard)  commended. 

Best  drapery  (or  allied  department)  shop 
interior  and  window  display  : — 1,  Hoddesdon 
(L.  Chapman) ; 2,  Central  drapery  (A.  W. 
Attenborough) ; 3,  Central  outfitting  (G.  F. 
Munson). 


MANAGEMENT,  COMMITTEE  AND  THEIR  WIVES. 


Left  to  right  (top 
row) : Mrs.  Balaam, 
Mr.  W.  D.  Mumford, 
Mr.  W.  Balaam,  Mrs. 
Barter,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Barte  r,  Mr.  J. 
Sewell,  Mr.  B.  Lock- 
wood,  Mr.  \V.  I\  D. 
Jolly.  Mr.  G.  H.  Mew 
(general  manager) 
and  “Mrs.  Sewell. 
Left  to  right  (bottom 
row) : Mrs.  Price, 

Mr.  W.  G.  Price, 
Mrs.  Hood,  Mr.  John 
Hood  (president), 
Mrs.  Withers;  and 
Mrs,  Jolly.  _ _ 


CHILDREN’S  TREAT  AT 

HAVERHILL. 


BIG  ENTRY  FOR  COMPETITIONS. 


The  annual  treat  given  by  the  Haverhill 
Society  to  children  of  tho  members  was  held 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  July  15th,  when, 
fortunately,  the  weather  was  fine.  Over 
1,100  children  attended,  and,  having  been 
marshalled  into  an  imposing  procession,  they 
marched,  headed  by  the  Society’s  brass  band, 
to  the  Seven  Acres  Field".  Here  the  lengthy 
programme  of  sports,  for  which  the  entries 
numbered  between  1,600  and  1,700,  was  at 
once  entered  upon. 

For  the  wild  flowers  competition  190 
entries  were  received, 

The  boot  and  spoon  polishing  competitions 
attracted  entries  from  eighty  boys  and  fifty- 
three  girls,  the  number,  by  drawing,  having 
to  be  reduced  to  twenty  in  each  case,  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down  by  the 
C.W.S.  Pelaw  Works,  who  provided  the 
prizes.  The  results  were  judged  bv  Mr. 
Saunders,  of  Cambridge  (a  traveller  for  tho 
C.W.S.  Silvertown  Works).  The  prizes  for 
this  competition  wore  presented  by  Mr. 
Simmong  (secretary,  Saffron  Walden 
Society). 


At  four  o’clock  there  was  a break  for  tea, 
a huge  marquee  having  been  erected  for  this 
important  item.  The  proceedings  were  en- 
livened by  the  excellent  music  rendered 
by  the  band,  and  dancing  was  m full  swing 
in  the  evening,  the  public  being  admitted  to 
the  ground  at  the  conclusion  of  the  tea. 


INTERESTING  LUTON 

WEDDING. 


A large  congregation  was  present  at  the 
Park  Town  Primitive  Methodist  Church,  on 
Saturday,  the  15th  inst.,  to  witness  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Barton,  only  son  of 
Mr.  and  M,rs.  W.  H.  Barton  (chairman  of  the 
Beds,  and  Bucks.  District  Executive)  to 
Miss  G.  K.  Ix>cke.  The  church  was  very 
tastefully  decorated,  and  the  service  was 
choral.  The  Bridegroom  lias  been  a member 
of  the  office  staff  E.  and  S. C.W.S.  cocoa 
factory  since  1912,  but  served  three-and-u- 
half  years  with  H.M.  Forces  in  France. 
The  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the 
whole  of  his  fellow-workers  was  shown  on 
the  12th  inst.,  when  he  was  presented  with 
n very  pretty  timepiece  by  the  office  staff, 
and  a barometer  in  handsome  oak  cnee  from 
tho  employees  in  the  factory  with  expres- 
sions of  goodwill  and  best  wishes  for  a happy 
future. 


The  members  of  the  London  brunch  tlf 
the  National  Co-operative  Managers’  As>u. 
ciation  who  visited  the  Luton  cocoa  aud 
chocolate  works  on  Tuesday  afternoon  |a5t 
week  found  much  to  admire  and  praise 
The  journey  was  made  from  London  in 
three  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  motor 
coaches,  which  were  filled  by  about  seventy 
members  and  friends. 

AH  the  processes  at  the  works,  from  tho 
roasting  of  the  berries  to  the  finish^ 
article  in  artistic  boxes  ready  for  thc 
Christmas  trade,  were  examined  with 
interest.  It  was  seen  that  the  works  uro 
now  better  equipped  than  ever  for  prt>. 
during  the  high-grade  commodities  for 
which  Luton  is  famous,  and  the  visit  de- 
monstrated that  the  joint  Wholesale  boards 
have  made  every  provision  for  meeting  tie 
increased  demands  which  should  naturally 
follow  the  growth  of  the  movement.  The 
care  and  attention  devoted  to  securing  the 
highest  quality  chocolates  and  cocoas  were 
abundantly  in  evidence.  In  the  showroom 
were  samples  qf  the  chocolates  which,  (or 
quality  and  finish,  cannot  be  beaten  on  the 
market.  There  were  also  seen  samples  of 
the  artistically  adorned  ribboned  boxes 
which'- 'should  add  .adornment  to  the  shows 
made  by  the  retail  societies  during  tlie 
Christmas  season.  The  utmost  attention  lias 
been  given  to  producing  an  article  which 
will  be  valued  by  the  purchasers,  besides 
adding  to  the  reputation  of  the  baton 
works. 

After  the  inspection  the  visitors  partook 
of  tea  at  the  Co-operative  Hall.  Luton 
where  .theMocal  society  sustained  the  good 
name  it  has  attained  for  the  excellence  if 
its  catering. 

Decline  Arrested. 

Mrj  T.  G.  Arnold  (C.W.S.  director)  wel- 
comed the  visitors  on  behalf  of  the  ten 
committee  of  the  joint  l^rrTds.  He  stated 
that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  boards  to  turn 
out  products  of  the  highest  quality  at  the 
Luton  works.  Managers  of  retail  societies 
during  the  last  three  years  laid  had  an 
uphill  fight,  and  even  to-day  they  acre 
“ between  the  Devil  and  the  deep  sea." 
Market  prices  were  high,  and  expenses 
could  not  be  reduced  to  a pre-war  level. 
The  C.W.S.  had  had  to  face  a decrease  in 
business  at  Luton,  but  there  were  signs 
that  the  decline  had  been  arrested  during 
this  half-year.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Arnold 
quoted  statistics  showing  that  the  pur- 
chases of  the  London  district  from  Luton 
were  larger  in  proportion  to  membership 
than  in  the  Manchester  district. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Turnbull  (president  of  tho 
London  Managers’  Association)  proposed  .1 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  C.W.S.  for  enter- 
taining the  visitors  and  allowing  the  visit 
to  be  paid  to  the  works.  Referring  to  tho 
Managers'  Association,  he  said  it  was  nnt 
a “ dud,”  but  a live  organisation.  'I lie 
work  clone  during  the  past  year,  and  that 
which  was  now  in  view,  was  very  credit- 
able to  the  organisation.  Arrangements 
had  been  made  lor  Sir  Charles  F.  Higliam, 
M.P.,  the  best  authority  on  advertising,  to 
address  them.  Miss  Bolton,  of  Selfridge’s, 
would  speak  on  “The  Education  01  tho 
Employee.”  As  regarded  the  Luton  works 
it  was  for  them  as  managers  to  see  that 
trade  was  placed  in  the  factory.  Managers 
had  been  through  very  difficult  times,  and 
it  was  up  to  them,  as  Mr.  Thorpe  had  re- 
cently stated,  that  they  should  pull  their 
whole  strength.  They  cou  d only  be 
successful  by  pulling  together  with  the 
object  of  bringing  the  ship  right  out  of  the 
trough.  He  congratulated  the  Luton  works 
on  the  improved  “get  up”  of  the  goods, 
and  if  the  goods  were  delivered  lie  was  con- 
fident that  a full  measure  of  support  would 
be  given  by  the  members  of  societies. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  C.  W.  Newbold.  in  seconding,  said 
they  appreciated  the  efforts  the  Wholesale 
Societies  were  making  in  this  branch  of 
tbeir  activities.  They  had  everything  to 
be  proud  of  as  regarded  the  quality  of  the 
chocolate  and  cocoa  produced  at  Luton. 

The  proposal  was  supported  by  Mr- 
Noble  (secretary  to  the  London  Associa- 
tion), and  carried  with  enthusiasm. 

Mr.  Davis  (works  manager)  stated  tlmt 
the  Christmas  boxes  would  be  ready  f°r 
delivery  in  September.  By  the  eflkiencl 
of  the  methods  adopted  they  had  brought 
every  box  to  a high  pitch.  There  were  no 
substitutes  used  in  the  works.  Nothing 
but  the  best  was  used,  and  those  respon- 
sible at  the  works  were  doing  their  utmost 
to  mnintam  this  standard. 

The  arrangements  of  the  outing 
carried  out  with  eloek-work  precision  as  * 
result  of  the  efficient  organising  work  °» 
Mr.  Noble  (secretary  of  the  London 
Association). 


A bacon  factory  is  to  be  run  on  co-d 
tive  lines  by  the  farmers  of  Oxfordshire. 

A Week-End  School  is  being  arranged  H 
the  Cambridge  Society's  educational  com' 
mittee.  in  conjunction  with  tho  SoutM"* 
Sectional  Board,  commencing  °n,?najy 
evening,  September  29th,  when  Mr.  ‘ 
Hibberd  will  give  an  address.  Thr^  .*  j 
turds  will  be  given  by  Mr.  Fred  Brnm  ■ 
who  will  address'  n public  demonstration 
Saturday  evening. 


jmr  29,  1922. 
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THE  GOVERNMENT  and 
TRUSTS. 

MR.  WATERSON  ASkS  FOR  MORE 
INFORMATION. 

Mji.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P...  still  persists 
ia  his*  efforts  to  keep  tlje  Government  up  to 
scrtttcli.  On  Tli  n ns  clay  ^voak  lie  pressed  the 
Prime  Minister  to  state  whether  the  Govorn- 
inent  were  still  pursuing  their  inquiries  with 
regard  to  the  extent  mid  operation  of  trusts 
combines ; and  whether  it  was  intended 
tp  introduce  legislation  on  this  «s  abject  .nest 
s^sioii,  having  regard  to  the  promise 
officially  given  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
early  in  1921. 

Sir  \Y.  Mitcheflf Thomson,  A I P..  who  re- 
plied iu  the  absence  of  the  Prime- Minister, 
said  the  whole  subject  was  still  under  con- 
i adoration,  but  he  could  not  give  any  under- 
taking as  to  the  introduction  of  legislation. 

Mr~  Waterson:  Is  the  lion.,  gentleman 
gif-ire  that  tips  matter  -lias  been  under  con- 
juration for  eighteen  months?  When  will 
tlio  Government  come  to  a decision  oil  this 
question.,  particularly  ju  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  combines’  strength  in  the  country 
is  'such  that,  they  are  fori  ing  .goods  on  the 
tomnimiity  at  enhanced  prices? 

Sir  W.  Mitchell-Thomson  : The  lion,  gentle- 
man is  well  aware  that  tlie  question  is  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Waterson : I want  to  put  it  very 
plainly.  Are  we  bo  understand  that  the 
apathy  of  the  Government  towards  tliis 
matter  is- really  acquiescence  'ttitli'  'the ron- 
tinuation  of  trusts  and  UumbifteV  which  a.tfe 
fleecing  the  people. 

Sir  W.  MitcheU-Thbmson : Certainly  pot. 


MAXWELL  TESTIMONIAL 

The  subscriptions  received  by  tlie  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  towards  the 
Tostimoniaf  which  tlie  Basle  Congress 
decided  should  be  presented  to  Sir  William 
Maxwell,  in  recognition  of  his  life’s  work 
for  co-operation  and  of  his  long  term  of 
office  as  President  of  the  I.C.A.,  amount 
to  £1,006  6s.  lid.,  as  we  announced  last 
week;  but  some  are  still  arriving,  and 
Others  have  been  promised. 

Below  we  give  details  of  some  of  the 
subscriptions  already  received  from  socie- 
ties. Others  will  appear  next  week. 

Scottish  Wholesale,  £300. 

United  Baking  (Glasgow),  £60. 

Co-operative  Union  (Manchester),  £50. 

Drapery  and  Furnishing  (Glasgow),  £20. 

Ideal  Clothiers  (Leicester),  £10  10s. 

Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown,  Dalziel, 
Banning  Park,  Derby,  Glasgow  Eastern, 
Paisley  Provident,  West  Calder,  £10  each. 

Brechin  United,  Bristol,  Birkenhead  and 
District,  Beswick,  Failsworth,  I/eeds, 
London,  Printing  (Manchester),  Manchester 
and  Salford,  Wishaiv,  £5  5s.  each. 

Alloa  Colne,  Clydebank,  Dumbarton, 
Gilbertfield,  Greenock  Renfrewshire  Con- 
ference Association,  St.  Rollox,  Glasgow 
and  District  Conference  Association,  £5 
each. 

Walkerburn,  £4. 

Excelsior  Boot  and  Shoe,  Carabuslang, 
Gateshead,  Nottingham,  Shettleston,  York, 
£3  3s.  each. 

Avonbank,  Scottish  Laundry,  £3  each, 

Lennoxtown,  £2  10s. 

'Annfield  Plain,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Bat- 
ley.  Brightside  and  Carbrook,  Barrhead, 
Broxburn,  Chatham,  Cowdenbeath,  Comp- 
stall,  Cathcart,  Carluke,  Dykehead  and 
Snotts,  Hull,  Haworth  Ipswich,  Keighley, 
Kettering  Boot  and  Shoe,  King's  Lynn, 
Kilmarnock,  Lancaster  and  District,  Leek 
and  Moorlands,  Co-operative  Productive 
Federation  (Leicester),  Middleton  and  Tonge, 
Midland  Boot  Manufacturing,  Newcastle, 
Path  head  and  Sinclairtown,  Plymouth,  Por- 
to.bello,  Ripley  Rochdale,  Rusbden,  Rugby, 
Sheffield  and  Ecclesall,  Selkirk,  Warring- 
™P>  Windhill  Women’6  Co-operative  Guild, 
£2  2s.  each.  . 

All  contributions  should  be  sent  to  the 
office  of  the  Alliance,  for  the  “Maxwell 
testimonial  Fund,”  at  4,  Great  Smith- 
street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W.l. 


THE  ROLL  OF  VOTERS. 

A HINT  TO  CO-OPERATORS. 

"CONSULT  THE  REGISTER  !" 


,,A  good  many  people  take  no  interest  in 
wio  electoral  roll  until  they  go  to  vote  at 
election;  but  if  one  goes  to  the  polling 
“°°th  on  the  election  day  and  is  told  that 
e cannot  vote  because  his  name  is  not  on 
U1  register,  he  feels  disposed  to  be  riotous. 
Trouble  of  that  sort  may  be  saved  in 
e-  At  present  tlie  lists  of  voters  are 
splayed  in  post-offices  and  other  public 
P^es  in  every  constituency.  They  have 
rj*a  so  exposed  for  nearly  a fortnight.  Co- 
who  prize  their  right  to  vote 
Qould  look  up  the  list  for  their  division, 
j ^ that  their  names  are  there. 
i , anyone  entitled  to.  vote  finds  that  his 
. ,?r  >Jame  is  not  included  in  the  list,  an 
PPhcation  form  must  be  obtained,  filled 
that  r-et"rne(l  on  or  before  August  4tli, 
Which 


may  appear 


not 

vote 


the  official  register 
PJWPPW 
iosei  name  [is 
register  | wiU  be  jable,  tp 


Apri}ni5theCti°^  ^ <^ctol)er ' 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

VARIED  TOPICS  DISCUSSED. 


GU1LDISM  AND  CO-OPERATION  : THAT  “ DAILY"  AGAIN  : 
HOLIDAY  HOMES  AND  SUMMER  SCHOOLS  : MR.  MAJOR 
RETURNS  TO  THE  CAPITAL  REDEMPTION  FUND. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News/’] 


Despatch  of  Goods. 


Sir, — I quite  agree  with  Mr.  E.  W. 
Miller  that  we  should  urge  the  C.W.S.  to 
give  us  a better  despatch  of  orders  to  the 
whole  of  the  societies,  but  I do  not  agree 
with  him  on  the  question  of  protesting. 
C'o-dperators  do  not  realise  the'  pressure 
they  can  bring  to  bear,  if  they  so  wish, 
which  would  compel  the  directors  to  take 
action  to  bring  about  an  improvement  in 
tlie  despatching  of  goods  -to  societies.  It 
only  needs  a united  effort  by  the  whole  of 
the  societies  to  bring  about  a great  iin-r 
provement,  and  if_  the  directors  saw  that 
societies  were  determined  to  have  an  im- 
provement they  would  see  that  they  got.  it. 
They  would  know  that  if  there  was  no  im- 
provement they  would  be  replaced  when 
they  next  came  up  for  re-election. — Yours, 
itc.,  A.  Edwards. 

20a,-  Eagle-road,  Guildford,  Surrey. 

Thar  Daily  Paper. 

~ Sir,  — The  question  of  tlie  moment 
amongst  all  co-operators  is  : How  are  they 
to  obtain,  and:  when  can  they  expect  to  get, 
a co-operative  daily  paper?  With  our 
4,500,000  members  there;  should  be  no  . diffi- 
culty in  raising  sufficient  capital  to  start 
this  paper  on  a sound  financial  Jarvsls.  To 
obtain  an-estimate  of  \rhat~'th<3  ..citjubition  ' 
would  he  1 suggest  this  simple  method : 
In  every  half-yearly  “balance  sheet;  sent  out 
to  members  by  the  retail  societies  there 
should  be  enclosed  a slip,  asking  each- 
member  to  support  the  movement  in  this 
venture,  and  1 feel  confident  -the  Siipport 
asked  for  will  be  forthcoming. 

Our  people  are  anxiously  waiting  for-  a 
wholesome  co-operative  daily,  one  with  a 
“character,”  somewhat  -different  to  the 
character  of  the  present  daily  paper,  which 
devotes  columns  to  verbatim  reports  -o£ 
horrible  murders  and  disgusting  divorce 
eases,  and  gives  us  qualms  of  fear  when  we 
see  our  young  folk  reading  them.  We 
want  a paper  that  will  enlighten  and  im- 
prove the  minds  of  both  old  and  young, 
and  promote  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  ideals 
of  co-operation. — Yours,  etc., 

L.  J.  Vere. 

110,  Percy-road,  Shepherd’s  Bush, 

Voting  at  Congress. 

Sir, — Mahy  co-operative  societies  take 
upon  themselves  to  instruct  their  delegates 
how  to  vote  upon'  certain  subjects  at  Con- 
gress. This  seems  to  me  not  only  a most 
unintelligent  restriction,  but  may  be  -fairly 
regarded  as  an  act  of  contempt  towards 
Congress  itself.  Surely  the  great  aim  of 
Congress  gatherings  is  that  pros  and  cons, 
shall  be  thoroughly  discussed,  and  after  that 
the  delegates  shall  vote  on  their  convic- 
tions. If  every,  delegate  goes  with  hands 
tied,  what  a faroe  of  wasted  bread  Congress 
becomes,  and  what  a dummy  a delegate 
appears ! 

1 would  submit  that  .at  any  important 
co-oparative  gatherings — Congress  or  C.W.S. 
quarterly  meetings — a delegate  Should  have 
free  scope  to  use  his  intelligence  in  voting 
after  hearing  arguments  on  both  sides. 

It  rests  with  a meeting  to  elect  reliable 
men,  and  with  a nominee  to  refuse  to  be  a 
mere  catspaw  of  local  prejudices. — Yours, 
&c., 

John  Jones  of  Manchester. 

Share  Holding. 

Sir, — Sometimes,  when  I have  tried  to 
persuade  folks  to  join  the  storey  their 
answer  has  been,  “ I do  not  like  the  ways 
of  their  shops."  The  London  Cooperative 
Society  has,  I find,  developed  funny  ways — 
ways  which  seem  to  me  and  others  the 
desire  to  push  small  members  out. 

A certain  co-operative  society  desired 
members  at  £1  per  share  (“  Edco.”).  They 
amalgamated  with  the  London  Co-operative 
Society,  whose  rules  were  £2  per  member. 
There  were  members  in  the  smaller  co- 
operative society  who,  like  the  C.W.S.  and 
other  societies,  made  heavy  losses  during 
the  war,  who  were  and  still  are  unable  to 
pay  another  £1,  and  for  that  sin — for  it 
seems  a sin  to  be  poor — they  are  fined  6d. 
each  half-year,  i.e.,  the  5 per  cent,  interest. 

1 may  add  that  no' dividend  has  been  paid 
by  the  London  Co-operative  Society  for  some 
time. 

My  argument  is  that  if  there  was  another 
co-operative  society  with  whom  the  London 
Co-operative  Society  desired  to  amalgamate, 
and  their  rules  were  “ that  members  should 
hold  t£10  or  £20  ill  shares,”  then  holders  of 
£2  in  shares  would'  be  pushed  out  in  turn, 
and  eventually  there  would  be  none  of  the 
kind  who  first  started  the  co-operative 
society. — Yours,  cfco.,  H.  Arddp. 

The  Capital  Redemption  Fund. 

Sir,— I see  that  Mr.  Adams  questions 
the  reliability  of  my  arithmetic.  I said 
that  with  a yearly  contribution  equal  to 
10  per  cent,  of  present  capital  liability  it 
would  probably  take  twenty  years  to  wipe 

by„.m$ajvs  of  ,.a-,  rq^lemption  fluid,  the 

otqj  ve*>pifaJ  liability  .of  the  distributive 
1 SOOiebie^-:  Mr-i  Adam  ,sqye  that  tjiis  is  bad 
arithmetic,  as  ten  times  twenty  is  more 
than  one  hundred.  I know;  I've  got  that 


off  all  right.  In  naming  twenty  years  I 
was,  it  will  be  seen,  allowing  for  the  re- 
demption of  present  liability,  plus  the  new 
capital  liability  likely  to  be  incurred  during 
the  redemption  period.  I may  have  made 
a bad  guess;  I have  perpetrated,  no 
arithmetical  blunder. 

All  my  argument  was  governed  by  the 
assumption  that  my  friend  Riddle/  with 
his  usual  courage — amounting  occasionally 
to  almost  audacity— was  recommending 
something  financially  heroic.  If  Mr. 
Riddle  is  only  advocating  the  creation  of 
a redemption  . fund  ..  for  the  purpose  of 
redeeming  present  capital  liability  within 
the  next  forty-two  years  (1)  as  suggested 
by  Mr.  Adams,  the  proposal  leaves  me 
cold  j I capitulate,  arid  Mr.  Adams  may 
consideT  me  out  of  the  controversy.  But 
before  I go  I have  to  explain  a little  more 
of  my  arithmetic.  Iu  _ comparing  the 
results  of  the  co-operative  societies,  quoted 
by  Mr.  Riddle,  with  the  results  of  one 
huge  multiple  concern,  I made  what  I 
called  a “ daring  proposition.”  It  was, 
that  the  co-operative  consumer's  advantage 
was  the  difference  between  what  went  to 
capital  within  the  movement  and  what 
goes  to  capital  in  tlie  multiple  firm.  I 
expressed,  the  fear  that  this  difference 
iiught.be  small  in  favour  of  the  co-operative 
consumer. 

Mr.  Adams  says  the  comparison  is  mis- 
leading—he  may  be  correct — but  he  does 
not  prove  the  misleading  nature  of  the 
comnaiison  by  showing  that  the  average 
dividend  paid  by  Mr.  Riddle'S  societies  was 
Is.- fid.  in  the  pound.  .The  assumption  that 
the  .amount  of  dividend,  correctly  indicates, 
the  .amount  of  the  co-operative  consumer’s 
advantage  over  tlie  multiple  consumer  is, 
unfortunately,  not  justified. — Yours,  &c.j 
G.  Major. 

Holiday  Homes  for  Co-operators. 

SjRj. — The  article  by  Mr.  Aithur  Phillips 
in  last  week’s  “News'”  will  surely  appeal 
to  a good  many  members.  As  cue  who 
attended  the  Easter  School  at  Trent  College, 
I have  been  thinking  even,  since  how  much 
I should  enjoy  a week  at  a Holiday  Homo 
among  people  who  have  the  movement  at 
heart. 

It  would  be  worth  sometliing  to  know  that 
everything  in  the  Home  was  made  and  pro- 
duced. by  the  movement,  and  one  could  at 
least  expect  cleanliness,  comfort,  arid  escape 
from  the  cluteliing  hand  of  the  profiteer. 

To  those  with  slender  purses,  and  who  are 
not  really  candidates  for  Convalescent 
Homes,  such  places  would  be  a blessing, 
should  be  a profitable  investment,  and  a real 
help  to- the  movement. — Yours,  *fco., 

F.  T.  WilSiork, 

_ Education  Committee,  Worcester. 
[The  Holiday  Camp  at  Rothesay,  conducted 
by  the  United  Co-operative  Baking  Society 
far  *:&  good  many  years,  has  been,  an 
.interesting  experiment.  Young  men  and 
boys  sleep  under  canvas ; but  husbands 
and  wives  are  accommodated  in  what  the 
military  advertisements  might  call  “ hut- 
ments.”— Ed.,  “ C.N.”] 

Our  Summer  Schools. 

Sir, — As  one  who  has  had  experience  of 
co-operative  summer  schools,  I feel  that 
there  is  mucli  to  be . done  as  regards  the 
conducting  of  these  schools  ere  we  can 
reasonably  hope  to  attract  year  by  year  the 
same  young  and  vigorous  section  of  the 
co-operative  student. 

I have  been  in  touch  with  many  of  my 
last  year  summer  school  friends,  and  find 
that  the  majority  are  very  chary  of  taking 
the  risk  of  spending  "their  holiday  St  a 
co-operative  summer  school  this  year. 

The  persons  in  charge  should  remember 
that  this  is  the  average  student’s  only 
holiday,  and  that  the  pleasure  of  holidays 
consists  of  doing  what  you  like  best  with  as 
little  as  possible  of  interference  from  or 
with  other  persons. 

The  main  object  of  the  summer  school 
should  bo  the  cultivation  of  tlie  much- 
needed  co-operative  spirit,  and  not  so  much 
the  lectures.  A week's  living  in  a real  co- 
operative spirit  atmosphere  is  of  more  value 
than  any  number  of.  lectures. 

What  changes  can  we  effect  which  would 
give  a lietter  prospect  of  attaining  our 
ends  ? These  are  iny  suggestions  : — 

1.  That  all  hard  and  fast  regime  lie  re- 
duced to  an  absolute  minimum,  and  that  if 
we  err  at  all,  we  should  err  on  the  side  of 
too  little  rather  tlia  too  much. 

2.  That  the  quo..  1 times  cl  lectures- 
and  classes  be  left  entirely  to  the  lecturer 
and  his  or  her  students.  Let  them  conduct 
tlie  class  to  suit  their  own  needs  as  a class, 
so  that  when  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
fuller  purpose  of  the  school  to  make  a 
change,  it  can  be  done  with  no  risk  of.  being 
vetoed  by  some  person  in  charge. 

3.  “ Workers’  control  ” is  much  talked  of 
nowadays,  and  an  equally  desired  state  is 
that  of  “ students’  control  in  our  summer 
schools;  and  if,  as  summer  school  students, 
we  axe  not  considered  fit  -to  share- in  the 
control  and  conduct  of  that  school,  then  the 
sooner  we  cease  to  prate  about  the  Co-opera^ 
tive  Commonwealth  the  better.  With  the 
students  given  tlie  full  power  to  govern 
their  wants,  our  schools  will  advance  appre- 


ciably nearer  to  the  success  we  wish  them 
to  be. 

My  last  point.  In  future  I trust  the 
G.E.C.  will  endeavour  to  arrange  our 
schools  with  a greater  variety  of  dates.  At 
present  the  month  of  August  practically  ex- 
hausts the  whole  programme.  Everyone 
cannot  take  holiday  in  August  and  Septem- 
ber. What  about  June  and  July?  And  why 
not  a school  during  Congress  week  at  the 
Congress  town?— Yours  faithfullv, 

P.  It, 

Guildism  and  Co-operation. 

Sir,— The  advocates  of  the  Guild  Svstem 
Were  so  ffiodest  in  their  claims  in  last 
week’s  “News”  that  one  would  almost 
wonder  what  tlie  Special  Commissioner  is 
worrying  about  or  why  there  should  be  anv 
need  for  that  full-dress  discussion  for 
which  he  pressed.  The, idea  of  the  (‘rintrol 
of  production  by  the  producer  seems  quite 
a laudable  ideal  till  we  ask  for  whom  t-hc 
producer  ' is  to  produce.  There  arc 
thousands  of  children  without  boots,  arid 
there  are  boot  producers  idle  and  on-' short- 
time.  Not  only  are  there  children  without 
hoots,  but  there  are  parents  poorly  and 
shabbily  shod.  Why  do  the  producers  ijot 
produce  for  them?  During  the  past  winter 
and  the  preceding  winter  there  were  people 
suffering  from  cold.  Why  did  the  coal  pro- 
ducers not  produce  coal  ‘ for  them?  The 
destruction  of  ships  during  tlie  war  was 
heavy  ;* Russian  crops  were  wasted  because 
there  was  no  rolling  stock  to  carry'  them 
to  the  ports.  Why  were  our  ship  producers 
and  our  producers  of  railway  vehicles  not 
busy? 

These  questions  are  not  answered  by 
saying  that  the  boot  operatives  do  not 
control  the  factories,  that  the  miners  do 
not  control  the  mines,  that  the  ship- 
builders do  not  control’ the  yards,  and  that 
the  engineers  and  their  allied  operatives 
do  not  control  the  workshops.  The  answer 
is  that  producers  did  produce,  , but  con- 
sumers could  not  buy;  and  that  section  of 
the  co-operative  movement  which  places 
industry  under  the  control  of  the  con- 
sumer, and  of  which  the  producer  "is  a 
member  by  virtue  of  bis  being  a consumer, 
presents  a better  theory  of  the  control  of 
industry.  The  producer  does  not  produce 
for  tile  sake  of  producing.  He  produces 
ifor  a consumer  (or  user)  known  or  bar- 
gained for.  In  other  words,  he  produces 
lor  sale,  either  on  order  or  as  a speculation. 
The  consumer  controls  production  to  the 
extent  to  which  he  controls  it  for  the  con- 
sumer’s own  calculated  needs. 

The  guildsmen  aspire  to  more  than  the 
control  of  industry.  Many  of  them  reason 
that  industry  is  all  that  counts,  and  that 
those  who  control  industry  should  control 
everything.  That  would  ultimately  put 
upon -the  Guilds  and  their  representatives 
the  formulation  of  our  laws  and  the 
administration  of  them  so  that  men  placed 
in  positions  of  authority  in  the  Guilds 
because  of  their  interest  in,  or  efficiency 
in,  their  crafts  would  be  held  to  be  good 
enough  to  legislate.  That  would  give-  us  a 
bad  copy  of  the  Soviet  system  of  govern- 
ment. Your  Special  Commissioner  men- 
tioned the  adoption  of  Guildism  by  the 
I.L.P.  as  its  industrial  policy;  but  if 
Guildism  is  only  an  imitation  of  Sovietism 
where  would  Mr.  Ra-msay  Macdonald,  for 
example,  stand  in  view  of  llis  hostility  to 
Sovietism? — I am,  &c., 

Consumer. 


CO-OPERATIVE  CAMERA 
CLUBS. 

Tho  editor  of  the  “ Co-operativo  News” 
will  be  obliged  if  secretaries  of  Co-operative 
Camera  Clubs  will  forward  to  the  “ Co- 
operative News”  office,  22,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester,  copies  of  their  rules  and  of 
their  programmes  for  the  season. 


By  Appointment: 


It  is  Cream-time  NOW  ! 

The  loveliest  time  of  the  year  for 
enjoying  all  sorts  of  cool  dainties 
made  irresistibly  enticing  with 
Nestle’s  Cream.  Fruits, pies,  tarts, 
and  breakfast  cereals  are  all 
doubly  delicious  when  eaten  with 
the  Queen  of  Creams.  It  is  per- 
fectly digestible — young  and  old 
can  enjoy  Nestle’s  Cream.  Try 
a tin  to-day,  and  insist  on 

NESTLES 

— mm 

Often  11  Whipped  ’’—Never  Beaten. 

Sold  at  aU  Go-operative  floret. 

NESTLES,  6-8,  East-cheap,  E,C.J. 
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Digestive  ] 

are  being  supplied  to  Co- 
opera'ive  Stores  from  the 
E.  6-  S.  C.W.S.  Tea  Blend- 
ing  Department. 

Co-operative  Tea  Experts 
have  devoted  much  study  to 
the  medical  aspects  of  Tea 
Drinking,  with  a view  to 
securing  a blend  of  delicate 
flavour,  rich  in  theine  and 
other  health-giving  properties. 
The  result  is  now  being 
placed  on  the  market  in  the 
form  of 

Digestive  | 


EA 

IPS 


EA 

IPS 


which  will  be  found  superior 
to  any  other  tea  of  its  class. 
This  Digestive  Tea  is 
selected  with  the  utmost  care 
from  the  choicest  Hill- 
growths. 


Fine  Tea  contains  very- 
little  Tannin, 


consequently,  although  it  may 
be  put  to  exactly  the  same 
use  as  ordinary  Tea,  this 
Tea  can  be  used  freely  and 
with  complete  safety  by 
persons  who  suffer  from 
indigestion  and  its  allied 
troubles. 

Owing  to  the  inherent  rich- 
ness of 


Digestive  | 


EA 

IPS 


only  two-thirds  of  the  usual 
quantity  need  be  put  into  the 
pot  when  brewing  the 
beverage — a real  economy 
which  should  secure  the  im- 
mediate popularity  of  its 
wonderfully  effective  Tea. 

Digestive  Tea  Tips  are  made 
up  in  J-lb.  packets  at  9d.  ; 
and  every  reader  troubled 
with  indigestion  and  worried 
by  ill-health  should  make  a 
trial  for  a few  weeks  of 


Digestive  T 


ea 

IPS 


They  are  really  Tip  Top. 

Obtainable^  Only  at  Co-operative  Stores. 


Che  Co-operatiue  news 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News”  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR.”  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News  ” should  be  addressed  to  “ THE  MANAGER,” 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  22,  LONG  MTLLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 


SATURDAY,  JULY  29,  1922. 


THE  PEACE  CONGRESS. 

WE  give  greeting  to  the  many  visitors  from  abroad 
who  have  assembled  in  London  for  the  International 
Peace  Congress. 

These  men  and  women,  from  western  countries  and 
from  the  Orient,  include  senators,  professors,  lawyers, 
clergymen,  publicists,  and  common  units  in  society. 
They  speak  with  divers  tongues,- but  they  have  come  to 
say,  what  we  have  said  often  at  our  Congresses,  that 
the  hope  of  the  world  lies  in  international  peace  ; and 
particularly  notable  among  them  is  the  German  dele- 
gation, which  includes  Fraulein  Steinetz,  the  secretary 
of  the  German  Union  of  War  Resisters. 

Many  of  the  foreign  delegates  remain  here  for  the 
week-end,  so  that  they  may  take  part  in  the  “ No  More 
War  ” demonstrations. 

We  hope  that  the  Peace  .Congress  may  be  one  mor; 
step  towards  the  realisation  of  the  dreams  of  the  sane 
men  and  women  of  the  world.  If  it  does  no  more  than 
enable  the  delegates  to  learn  from  the  week-end  demon- 
strations that  the  masses  of  the  people  here  have  their 
minds  set  on  peace  it  will  serve  a useful  purpose  ; but 
it  should  do  more.  It  should  send  them  back  to  their 
own  countries  fired  with  the  zeal,  inspired  by  association 
with  the  delegates  from  so  many  countries,  that  will 
enable  them  to  strengthen  the  peace  movement  through- 
out Europe. 

Their  objective  will  not  be  gained  without  effort,  but 
the  reward  that  is  possible  is  wortlj  the  effort ; and  co- 
operators,  who  have  already  done  so  much  to  weld  the 
world  into  a harmonious  whole,  must  wish  them  well  in 
their  effort. 

The  “ No  More  War”  demonstrations  form  a fitting 
conclusion  to  the  days  spent  in  the  Peace  Congress.  The 
purpose  of  those  demonstrations  is  serious.  The  tempta- 
tions to  war  are  great  because  of  the  possible  spoils,  but 
the  spoils  are  insignificant  compared  with  the  sacrifice. 
The  issues  usually  submitted  to  the  decisions  of  war 
might  as  well  be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  reason. 
They  might  be  settled  by  reason  ; and  after  twenty 
centuries,  in  which  war  has  been  regarded  as  the  last 
resort,  the  whole  world  sees  that  war  settles  nothing. 
After  war  comes  the  conference  ; and  the  conference 
would  be  more  profitably  held  before  rather  than  after 
the  horror. 


THE  VICTORY  AND  THE 
NEXT  STEP. 

Co-operators  who  have  taken  part  in  the  long  agita- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  embargo  on  the  importation 
of  Canadian  cattle  will  welcome  the  decision  given  by 
the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday  night,  when  Parlia- 
ment declared,  by  247  votes  to  171,  that  the  embargo 
must  go.  That  vote  is  some  reward  for  our  years  of 
clamour  on  behalf  of  the  consumer. 

Anything  that  will  add  to  our  food  supplies  and  reduce 
the  cost  is  to  be  welcomed  in  these  times  ; and  the  Royal 
Commission  set  up  by  the  Government  declared  that 
the  removal  of  the  embargo  would  do  both  of  these 
things. 

Considerable  supplies  of  fresh  home-fed  meat  have 
been  lost  to  the  people  of  England  and  Scotland  during 
the  last  twenty  years  because  vested  interests  were ‘able 
to  influence  successive  Governments  sufficiently  to 
secure  the  maintenance  of  the  embargo,  while  the  pre- 
tence was  insincerely  kept  up  that  the  embargo  was 
only  to  prevent  disease  among  our  own  herds  of  cattle. 
Apart  from  the  loss  of  beef  incurred  because  the  imported 
animals  could  no  longer  Be  fed,  serious  loss  was  also  in- 
curred because  fewer  cattle  were  sent  to  us  than  would 
have  been  sent  had  there  been  no  restrictions. 

The  effect  of  the  abolition  of  the  embargo  is  not  to  be 
measured  only  by  the  additional  number  of  cattle 
imported.  It  has  been  stated  that  a beast- fed  well  for 
a time  on  the  land  after  its  arrival  will  provide  2 cwt. 
more  beef  than  if  slaughtered  under  the  embargo  con- 
ditions. That  is  a considerable  addition  when  cal- 
culated on  ordinary  importations  ; but  when  calculated 
upon  the  enhanced  imports  that  will  follow  the  removal 
of  the  embargo  it  means  a great  deal  to  the  people's 
food  supply,  and  it  has  been  computed  that  the  price 
of  beef  ought  also  to  fall,  when  the  new  conditions  apply, 
to  fid.  per  lb.  less  than  prices  previously  under  the 
restrictions. 

One  word  of  warning,  however  ! The  embargo  is  not 
removed.  It  will  require  au  Act  of  Parliament  to 
remove  it.  The  necessary  Bill,  it  is  stated,  will  be 
introduced  in  the  autumn  session,  which  may  not  take 
place.  The  agitation  must  not  cease  till  the  embargo 
is  definitely  and  satisfactorily  removed  by  this  legis- 
lative enactment.  Difficulties  will  be  put  in  the  way  of 
such  legislation,  but  we  must  be  prepared  to  combat 
every  effort  to  maintain  the  embargo. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

PARLIAMENTARY  ASPERSIONS. 

Last  week,  referring  to  the  charges  Mr.  Ronald  M' Neill  ]iaJ 
made  in  Parliament  with  reference  to  two  new  peers,  we  ie. 
marked:  /‘Ronald  speaks  so  recklessly  at  times  that  we  are 
not-  certain  that  he  was  not  as  mistaken  on  Monday  as  he  has 
been  on  frequent  other  occasions.”  Since  that  was  written 
Mr.  M’Neill  has  withdrawn,  and  apologised  publicly  for  the 
accusations  brought  against  Lord  Forres.  What  is  sail  in 
Parliament  is  privileged,  and  the  reporting  of  it  is  privileged; 
and  so  the  two  peers  could  not  take  action  against  the  M.P, 
in  the  Law  Courts.  The  Lord  Chancellor  has  stated  that  a 
Member  who  makes  such  statements  in  Parliament  ought  to 
repeat  them  outside  so  ns  to  afford  the  aggrieved  party  tho 
opportunity  of  bringing  the  matter  before  the  Courts.  Despite 
his  mis-statement  regarding  Lord  Forres,  we  have  to  commend 
Mr.  M'Neill  for  repudiating  the  Lord  Chancellor’s  view.  A 
Member  is  sent  to  Parliament  to  say  what  ho  believes  ought  to 
be  said  and  what  he  believes  to  be  true.  A Member  who  makes 
a statement  unpalatable  to  another  might  very  well  bo  brought 
to  bankruptcy  even  if  ho  proved  his  case  in  the  courts ; and  it 
is  quite  surprising  how  little  sympathy  one  receives  who  lets 
himself  in  for  a libel  action,  win  or  lose.  We  recollect  that  when 
a co-operative  propagandist  unwittingly  let  himself  in  for  an 
action,  while  societies  came  to  his  aid  there  were  many  Who  said 
a speaker  should  be  careful.  While  speeches  in  Parliament  are 
privileged,  tho  privilege  would  be  abused  if  Members  allowed 
themselves  tp  be  feckless  in  their  reflections  upon  others,  and 
where  error  Ss  brought  home  the  apology  and  withdrawal  must 
be  prompt  and  full  as  in  this  case.  We  are  all  sensitive  about 
personal  reflections  ; but  worse  things  are  effected  in  Parlia- 
mentary  speeches.  When  we  aro  told  by  a Cabinet  Minister 
that  we  are  not  under  obligation  to  join  another  country  in 
war,  and  it  turns  out  afterwards  that  we  are  not  only  under  that 
obligation  but  havp  also  prepared  ourselves,  what  remedy  have 
the  people  then  ? None  that  counts. 

LABOUR  LORDS. 

Discussion  on  the  reform  of  the  House  of  Lords  has  raised  the 
question  of  the  creation  of  Labour  peers.  Jack  Jones  would 
feel  really  unhappy  as  Lord  Silverton  and  Neil  Maclean  would 
cease  to  draw  as  Lord  Linthouse  of  Shieldhall.  We  arc  told 
that  “ the  presence  of  accredited  representatives  of  Labour 
in  the  Second  Chamber  is  both  desirable  and  necessary.”  Tho 
politicians  who  tell  us  so  are  for  the  present  simply 
dangling  the  glory  of  a coronet  before  the  eyes  of 
Labour  men  in  the  hope  that  the  caste  difference  between 
Lords  and  Commons  may  be  maintained,  So  long  as  then  is  a 
Second  Chamber  the  representatives  of  Labour  should  be  there ; 
but  their  chief  job  in  the  meantime  should  be  to  make  the 
Second  Chamber  representative  in  character  and  exclude  from 
it  those  who  are  not,  by  one  method  or  another,  elected  by  tho 
people. 

THE  I.A.O.S.  IN  ULSTER. 

The  co-operative  organisations  in  Ireland  have  made  highly 
meritorious  and  highly  successful  efforts  to  preserve  the  unity 
of  the  movement  unbroken  notwithstanding'  the  partition  'of 
Ireland  insisted  upon  by  political  powers.  Since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Free  State  and  the  establishment  of  the  Northern 
Parliament,  both  the  Co-operative  Union  and  the  Irish  Agri- 
cultural Organisation  Society  have  dealt  with  societies  in  boti 
areas  in  equal  measure,  and  neither  organisation  has  so  far  any 
desire  to  act  otherwise.  The  “ Irish  Homestead  ” of  last  week 
called  attention  to  a difficulty  that  has  been  created.  As  was 
mentioned  last  week,  the  Free  State  Government  has  decided 
to  continue  the  grant  formerly  given  to  the  I.A.O.S.  by  the 
Development  Commissioners,  but  a condition  laid  down  was 
that  no  part  of  that  grant  should  be  spent  on  enterprises  iu  the 
six-county  area.  That  is  a reasonable  condition,  for  the  tax- 
payer in  the  Free  State  would  object  to  financing  agricultural 
developments  in  Ulster  just  as  strongly  as  the  Ulster  taxpayer 
would  object  to  financing  similar  enterprises  in  the  Free  State. 
Co-operators  would  act  differently  with  co-operative  funds; 
but  taxpayers  are  always  jealous  of  the  expenditure  of  their 
money.  ; The  “ Homestead  ” points  out  that  the  condition  im- 
posed will,  however,  place  the  Ulster  societies  at  a disadvantage, 
and  some  of  them  may  be  hard  hit.  The  chief  hope  lies  in  the 
possibility  of  the  Ulster  Government  making  a grant  for  develop- 
ments within  its  own  area.  There  are  many  ways  in  which  the 
I.A.O.S.  will  be  able  to  help  in  Ulster  as  well  as  in  the  other 
provinces  without  encroaching  upon  the  grant  allowed,  and  wo 
readily  associate  ourselves,  as  co-operators,  with  the  hope  of  tho 
“ Homestead  ” that  co-operative  unity  in  Ireland  will  be  main- 
tained. The  one  constructive  movement  in  Ireland  has  a 
strenuous  task  before  it ; and  in  its  unbroken  ranks  will  be  found 
one  of  the  chief  factors  for  reconciliation,  peace,  and  prosperity. 

RENT  RESTRICTION  ACT. 

The  Minister  of  Health  announced  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Monday,  the  composition  of  tne  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  working  of  tho  Rent  Restriction  Act.  Sir  Henry  Norman, 
M.P.,  is  to  be  the  chairman,  and  the  members  of  the  corumitteo 
comprise  an  English  judge,  a Scottish  sheriff,  the  chairman  of 
the  National  Federation  of  Assessment  Committee,  two  official* 
of  tho  Ministry  of  Health,  and  four  M.P.’s.  We  must  confes*. 
that  we  should  have  more  hope  of  results  if  there  had  been  on® 
or  two  representatives  of  the  great  tenant  class  which,  if  A10 
Rent  Act  be  abolished,  will  be  faced  with  a housing  shortage 
and  the  possibility  of  ejectment  from  their- tenancies  at  the  sonio 
time.  There  is  not  even  a woman  on  tfie  committee,  and  th® 
women  of  the  country  know  how  they  wouljl  have  Been  place- 
had  the  Rent  Act  not  been  In  operation,  , 
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“ BORN  BLIND/' 


By 

ELEANOR  GRANT. 


HOLIDAY  SAVINGS  CLUBS. 


-j^e  card  slung  round  his  neck,  after  the 
manner  of  a sandwich-board,  proclaimed  his 
disability  to  every  passer-by  along  the  busy 
town  street  on  that  hot  summer  day.  Weak- 
ness. ns  well  as  blindness,  handicapped  him 
jn  the  struggle  of  life : indeed,  so  weak  was 
be  that  his  mother  had  to  feed  him  with  milk 
like  an  infant — not  for  him  were  the  strong 
meats  which  nourished  his  fellows ; not  for 
him,  either,  any  of  the  tasks  allotted  to  the 
strong-  But  there  was  one  thing  which  he- 
could  do;  and  he  'was  doing  it — bravely, 
persistently,  in  spite  of  the  feeble  limbs  which 
oulv  just  support  him  and  thb-  sultry  sun 
ffhich  beat  down  on  him.  He  could  beg  for 
those* other  weaklings  on  whom  life’s  sun  beat 
too  fiercely ; for  the  unemployed  ex-service 
men.  cither  disabled  by  their  service  or  lacking 
the  very  means  of  life  because,  willing  to  work, 
they  could  find  no  work  to  do  ; idlers  perforce 
in  the  world's  great  market-place,  like  those 
in  the  Gospel  story,  “ because  no  man  would 
hire  them." 

The  card  which  told  the  story  of  his  blind- 
ness  told  yet  more  to  the  many  who,  moved 
by  curiosity  or  sympathy,  stopped  to  read  it. 

11 1 am  not  begging  for  mj’self,  but  for  unem- 
ployed ex-soldiers  ” — so  it  read.  Noble,  in- 
deed, that  one  born  blind  should  forget  his 
own  infirmity  to  beg  for  others  ! And  so  the 
passers-by  seemed  to  think ; for  a steady 
stream  of  pennies,  threepenny-bits,  and  six- 
pences rattled  into  the  box  held  out  for  them. 
The  poor  were  foremost  to  help  the  poor,  as 
usual ; but  rich  men  and  women,  here  and 
there,  were  found  to  swell  the  stream.  Once, 
to  her  honour  be  it  spoken,  an  exquisitely  - 
dressed  girl  alighted  from  her  motor  car  and 
dropped  a pound-note  into  the  box.  And 
everyone  who  gave  money  gave,  too,  a bright 
and  kindly  word  to  the  disinterested  beggar. 

In  spite  of  this  encouragement,  however, 
it  became  evident  that  his  strength  and  en- 
durance were  giving  out  as  the  bright  sun 
climbed  to  its  noon.  His  voice  took  on  a 
pathetic  note  ; his  weak  legs  wobbled,  wavered, 
till  they  would  hardly  support  him  where  he 
stood.  The  filmy  blue  eyes,  pathetically 
misty,  seemed  to  give  point  to  the  tragic  in- 
scription on  the  card.  “ Born  Blind  ” — and 
a beggar,  not  for  himself  but  others  ! Did 
not  the  story  suggest  nobility  as  well  as 
tragedy  ? . ’ 

The  children,  just  released  from  school, 
gave  pennies  warm  from  fat  little  fists ; 
lingering  on  their  homeward  way  to  see  the 
sight  which,  evidently,  appealed  to  them  even 
more  than  to  the  grown-ups.  And  then, 
as  the  last  juvenile  lingerer  moved  away  from 
the  kerbstone,  the  beggar’s  long  ordeal  drew 
to  its  close. 


1 “ You’ve  done  splendidly ; you  shall  go 
home  now,”  said  an  encouraging  voice  at  his 
ear ; to  bo  answered,  however,  only  by  a 
feeble  and  pathetic  “ Me-ow  S ” 

“ You’re  a little  fraud,  you  know,”  pursued 
the  first  voice,  laughingly.  “ Of  course  you 
were  born  blind — isn’t  every’ kitten  ? You’re 
not  blind  now,  though,  so  don’t  pretend  to  be. 
However,  you’ve  made  £20  for  the  unem- 
ployed ex-soldiers,  so  I’ll  forgive  your 
humbug.” 

Twenty  workless  men,  each  gladdened  by 
the  gift  of  a pound  note,  had  reason  to  bless 
Tom’s  “ humbug  " that  night. 


HOW  LANCASHIRE  ENJOYS  ITSELF. 


The  holiday  savings  clubs  in  the  Lancashire 
industrial  towns  are  now  disbursing  the  thou- 
sands of  pounds  which  have  been  laboriously 
put  aside  (luring  the  past  eleven  montlis. 
The  amounts  range  in  volume  from  the  £5,000 
or  so  of  the  small  town  to  the  quarter-of-a- 
million,  or  more,  of  a big  cotton  centre  like 
Oldham.  These  figures  are  quoted  in  the 
daily-  papers,  and,  occasionally,  the  workers 
are  treated  to'  little  lectures  from  leader- 
writers  upon  their  “ waste  ” of  hard-earned 
wealth.  The  workers  smile,  but  excuse  the 
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taunts  on  the  score  of  the  ignorance  of  the 
writers.  l 

The  statement  that,  despite!  had  trade/ 
Bolton  has  distributed  £150,000  from  its  holi- 
day savings  clubs  ; that  Radcliffe  has  handed 
out  £22,000 ; Nelson,  £25,000 ; Burnley, 
£40,000 ; that  Oldham  expects  to  touch  . 
£200,000,  and  so  on,  might,  on  the  face  of  it, 
give  rise  to  the  idea  that  the  workers  in  these 
towns,  resisting  the  temptation  to  spend  their 
money,  as  they  receive  it,  on  champagne  and 
pearls,  hoard  it  up  in  order  to  have  a glorious 
“ burst  ” at  the  seaside  in  July  or  August. 
The  facts  are  slightly  different. 

The  Lancashire  worker,  as  a general  rule,' 
is  only  paid  for  the  time  actually  spent  in  work. 
No  work,  no  pay.  Notjjnly  has  the  holiday 
to  be  paid  for,  but  there  is  a wageless  week  to 
face  when  the  holiday-maker  returns  home. 
The  holiday  has  to  be  saved  up  for  beforehand, 
in  the  shilling  or  more  a week  contribution  to 
the  savings  club.  Without  the  savings  club- 
all  idea  of  a week  at  the  seaside  would  be 
impossible  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
. workers.  Indeed,  without  the  savings  club 
system,  the  Lancashire  “ Wakes  ” ~ holidays 
would  never  have  grown  to  their  present 
1 extent.  Not  many'  years  ago  a three  days’ 
holiday  was  the  limit  for  the  annual  “ Wakes.” 
A lofiger  period  would  have  meant  bankruptcy. 
It  was  the  savings  clubs  that  made  the  longer 
holiday  possible.  | 

Not  every  worker,  of  course,  is  a member  of 
a savings  club.  Nor  is  tl ip  savings  club 
the  only  method  employed  of  laying  aside  for 
a sunny  day.  There  are  withdrawals  from 
the  co-operative  societies  and  other  sources. 
And,  as  a matter  of  fact,  the  disbursements, 
large  as  they  may  appear  in  the  aggregate, 
shrink  considerably  when  analysed.  Take, 
for  instance,  Radcliffe’s  £22,000/  The  amount 
works  out  at  about  £11  10s.  per  house,  or  16s. 
per  head  of  the  population.  In  these  days, 
a sum  of  sixteen  shillings  doesn’t  go  far  towards 
the  cost  of  a week's  holiday  ; it  may  easily 
fail  to  purchase  the  excursion  ticket.  v 

Nor  does  the  whole  amount  withdrawn  from 
the  savings  clubs  and  other  sources  go  on 
holidays.  Apart  from  the  question  of  carrying 
on  during  the  week  after  the  holiday  there  are 
clothes  to  buy,  and  other  necessaries.  Except 
in  rare  instances  the  hoi idajr- maker  does  not 
return  “ spent  up.”  He  can’t  afford  it.  ) 
And,  as  soon  as  one  annual  holiday  is  over, 
he  begins  saving  up  for  the  next ! \ 

“ Once  again  I have  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  as  this 
month’s  ‘ Mitigate/  ” — A literary  and 

educational  authority. 


On  Saturday,  July  29th,  the  great  democracies  afe  taking  part  in  a “ No  More  War  ” 
Demonstration  in  order  that  the  anniversary  o!  the  outbreak  o(  war  may  be 
. signalised  by  a determined  and  united  effort  on  behall  ol  Peace. 


A rose-flush  faint  ahd  tender  round  the  rising  of  the  lark; 
to  The  glory  of  the  sunrise,  where  all  the  -world  lav  dark, 

| 'Did  the  mustering  of  the  Many  where  all  was  silent— hark  I 

□ A voice  cries,  near  and  far, 

□ " No  more  war l “ 

1 Tong,  long  the  bitter  battle,  -where  the  hope  of  peoples  died, 

The  young  man  in  his  promise,  and  the  strong  man  in  his  pride; 
(•  Let  the  bond  that  can ■ unite  us  end  the  feuds  that  can  divide! 

O Cry,  ye  who  break  the  bar, 

Y " No  more  uiad” 

to  With  a sound  of  many  waters — pYoud  torrents,  oceans  vast, 

Strong  in  the  thousand  rivers  merged  in  one  great  sea  at  last; 

□ In  the  Present,  iti  the-  Future,  the  accumulated  Past — 

? Peace  mounts  her  conquering  car: 

No  more  -war/ 

j Above  the  ancient  banners  floats  one  that  welds  and  weds 

A The  hope  of  all  the  living,  now.  with  that  which  was  the  Dead’s: 

Life  up  your  hearts,  yc  nations!  lift  up,  lift  up  your  heads! 
i The  League’s  a rising  star — 

l No  more  war!  - 

O.  what  shall  be  the  glory  when  from  isle  to  utmost  isle, 

□ Nation  with  nation  meeting,  without  thought  of  fear  or  guile, 

□ (The  great  West  joining  also,  through  Love's  links  that  reconcile) 

That  League  brings,  near  and  far, 

£ PEACE  for  warp 

* The  “ War  against  War  " being  only  to  be  won  by  International  Co-operation. 

□ 


DISASTERS  AHEAD. 

GOVERNMENT’S  CRUSHING  DEFEAT. 

GOWER  AND  PONTYPRIDD 
RESULTS. 

! TWO  MORE  CO-OPERATORS 
IN  PARLIAMENT. 

The  result  of  the  two  elections  that  have 
place  during  the  past  week  must 
tave  crushing  effects  upon  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Gower  was  bad  enough.  There  Mr.  W. 
Grenfell,  the  Labour  candidate,  defeated 
-^r-  W.  Williams,  the  Coalition  Liberal,  by 
a majority  of  3,455,  polling  13,296  against 
tlie  Coalitionist’s  9,841  in  a vote  . which 
^presented  77  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

is  no  change  in  the  representation, 
u;  the  Labour  majority  at  th<>  last  elec- 
t,on  was  only  1,156. 

Tlie  Pontypridd  result  is  a smashing 
The  election  there  was  caused  by 
o appointment  of  the  sitting  Member, 
"L  A.  Lewis,  to  the  office  of  Whip, 
!'  lCa’  being  an  office  of  profit,  required 
>s  re-election.  Mr.  Lewis  (Coalition 
iberal)  presented  himself  to  the  electors, 
pU  his  return  was  challenged  by  the  Labour 
J Mr.  Mardv  Jones  was  put  forward 
111  Labour  candidate,  and  after  one  of 
® most  strenuous  fights  in  South  Wales 
election  resulted  as  'follows  : — 


Mardy  Jones  16,630 

T-  A.  Lewis  12,560 

Labour  majority  4,080 


, e blow  is  disastrous,  apart  from  the 
x-t,  it  leaves  a Government  Whip 
0ut  a seat.  It  is,  we  believe,  only 


part  of  a big  swing  over  to  Labour  in  South 
Wales,  which  is  bound  to  affect  the 
prestige  of  the.  Prime  Minister  himself. 
At  the  last  election  the  Coalition  had  a 
majority  of  3,175  over  Labour,  and  a com- 
plete- majority  over  both  Liberal  and 
Labour. 

♦he  net  result  is  that  th?  co-operators 
in  Parliament  are  increased  by  two.  Mr. 
Grenfell  has  been  an  active  co-operator, 
and  although  not  elected  purely  on  the  co- 
operative ticket,  lie,  like  Mr.  Mardy  Jones, 


who  is  also  a co-operator,  had  the  vigorous 
support  of  many  members  of  the  guilds  and 
societies  in  the  district.  A South  Wales 
correspondent,  tells  us  that,  in  the  districts 
where  co-operation  is  strongest,  80  per 
cent,  of  the  voters  were  solid  for  Grenfell ; 
and,  writipg  on  Monday,  he  anticipated  a 
big  victory  for  Mardy  Jones.  ’The  bitter- 
ness of  both  results  is  that  tlie  Prime 
Minister  was  counting  upon  a stimulating 
decision  from  “his  aih  folk”  iq  both 
divisions. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 

“ Co-operative  News  ” Office,  % , 
Manchester.  Wednesday. 

“ Blackpool’s  Low  Birth  Rate.” 

11  Popular  Health  Resort  Boasts  94  Fried 
Fish  Shops.”  These  were  tlie  headings 
over  a par.  in  a Sunday  paper.  Effect  and 
cause,  I suppose. 

Montenegro  has  ceased  to  be  a separate 
entity.  Before  the  war  there  Were  twenty- 
three  distinct  and  independent  states  in 
Europe;  now  there  are  thirty.  That  does 
not  suggest  that  the  policy  of  amalgamation 
finds  favour  on  the  Continent.  But  some 
people  are  convinced  that  unless  statesmen 
mend  their  ways,  the  whole  thirty  will 
merge  in  one  state — the  state  of  decay. 

Would  anybody  like  to  tell  a Leicester 
cO-operator  the  name  of  _ the  finest  orator 
in  the  movement”?  I myself  "would  oblige, 
but  I am  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  all  tlio 
finest  orators  in  the  movement,  and  if  I 
give  tlie  name  of  one,  the  others  would  all 
disagree  with  me — perhaps  violently — and  I 
do  want  to  see  another  Christmas. 

A healthier  sign : My  copy  of  the 
“ Irish  Homestead  reached  me  earlier 
last  week  than  it  has  done  for  some  time. 

I had  it  on  Saturday  morning. 

Our  Belfast  correspondent,  writes:  I 

enclose  some  copy  for  the  " News,”  that  is, 
if  the  printer's  strike  lias  not  affected  you  in 
'Manchester.  Over  here  not  a blessed  paper 
can  be  got  since  last  Friday  but  the  “ Daily 
Sketch"  and  the  "Daily  Mail,"  and  if  w© 
are  without  the  “News”  thfci  week!!.??**! 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Herbert  Morrison,  a 
co-operator,  and  secretary  of  the  London 
Labour  Party,  will  contest  Mr.  Bottomley’s 
seat  at  Hackney  uffien  the  vacancy  occurs.  ^ 
Mr.  Morrison  is  an  expert  on  municipal  mat- 
ters, and  has  filled’  tlie  Mayoral  tnair  in  the 
borough  of  Hackney.  Our  and  About. 


“OH!  LET  US  BE  JOYFUL!” 


Tlie  trans- Atlantic  voyage  should  be  more  of  a Joy  trip  for  the  Canadian 
Catfcle  when  their  arrival  means  a good  feeding  tfrne  instead  orinafcaat 
• slaughter. 
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SHORT  STORY. 


THE  OLD  MAN 
BELLOWS. 


WHO  MAKES 

By  THOMAS  MOULT. 


AejJ  along  the  village  street  on  these  soft 
afternoons  of  summer  you.  may  smell  the  pun- 
gency  of  .burning  wood.  From  every 
cliiniuey  comes  the  smoke  of  wood-fires,  and 
through  the  open  door  of  one  or  another  of 
the1  cottages  a woman  may  be  seen,  kneeling 
at' the  stone  hearth  a ml 1 working,  away  upon 
an  obstinate  fire  with  a pair  of  bellows  that 
blpw,  and!  puff  very  plaintively.  Wood  is 
cheaper,  in  our  Derbyshire  volley  even  to-day 
thujvcoal  from  the  town  a dozen  miles  off, 
and  the  great  tFees  cif  Peakland  forests, -that 
have  stood  together  in' their  gnarled  rug-,, 
getlness  through  long  ages,  aro  falling  one 
by  , one  to  the  woodjnari’s  axe. 
j Wjien  people  burn  wood  they  - use  bellows 
a3,  a matter  of  course.  If  you  follow  the 
.flute  rpad  a little  out  of  the  village  you  v ill 
come,  to  a tiny  cottage  with  a cherry  tree 
standing  right  before . the  green  painted 
door;  and  there,  alone  without  kith  or  kin, 
dwells  an  old  man,  who  supplies  the.  bellows, 
making  them  lovingly  and  making  them 
well.  Lovingly,  I say  ; for  that  i$  the  right 
word  to  use.  Directly  lie  begun?  to  work  in 
the  early  morning  the  deep  peace  of  one  at 
his  chosen  labour  steals  upon  him,  and 
remains  with  him  till  the  shadows  fall  and 
his  bellows*i aking  ends.  In  his  sleep  lie 
dreams  of  the  perfect  pftir  of  bellows.  They 
rise  before  him  in  all  their  dream  beauty ; 
and  sometimes  as  lie  kneels  to  pray  in  the 
ancient  church  on  the  Sabbath  they  will  fill 
iris_  thoughts  and  usurp  his  prayers,  to  his 
great  spiritual  discomfort. 

A Priest  of  Art. 

Made  of  bellows,  one  might  add,  is  that 
old  man’s  life.  He  fashions  them  'in  riolily- . 
grained  oak,  choosing  the  wood  with  a mar- 
vellous care ; and  lie  fashions  them  in 
mahogany  also.  There  are  ocousions  when 
he  carves  them,  and  occasions  when  they  are 
cunningly  turned.  Twioe  every  year  lie 
journeys  .to  the  far  town  and  buys  brass . 
nozzles  for  them  at  the  ironmonger’s  shop, 
selecting  ieaph  nozzle  with  great  enthusiasm. 
When  he  gets  back  to  his  own  cottage  he 
gloats  for  long  enough  over  the  plates  of 
beaten  copper  or  brass  that  decorates  them ; 
and  as  be  weaves  the  narrow  bands  above  the 
nozzle  of  his  next  pair  Iris  emotion  becomes 
intense.  BelLows-making  is  indeed  liis  life, 
a happy  obsession. 

But  the  village  folk  are  not  the  old. man’s 
only  customers.  Ho  must  needs  supply, 
from  sheer  stress  of  living,  many  pairs  of 
bellows  to  the  ironmonger  in  the  market- 
town.  Ibis,  however,  is  done  with  leluct- 
anoe;  for  he  takes  a delight  in  knowing 
which  cottage  hearth  each  pair  shall  adorn, 
and  he  likes  to  be  familiar,  with  the  cot- 
tagersTb  whom  they  give  years  of  honest 
service.  He  does  not  care  to  think  that 
when  he  sells  them  to  the  ironmonger  they 
lrnve  gone  to  adorn  strange  firesides  at 
which  lie  cannot  be  welcomed,  nor  that  they 
are  worked  there  by  strange  hands  he  shall 
newer  grip. 

It  is  'but  natural,  therefore,  that  days 
come  sometimes  when  the  old  man’s  skill 
and  mastery  over  liis  tools  Las  seemed  to 
vanish,  and  his  imagination  ceased  to  play; 
when  a voioe  within  his  heart  whispers 
again  and  again : What  is  the  good  of  mak- 
ing beautiful  bellows  after  all?  . 

He  casts  liis  tools  aside  whenever  that 
whisper  comes,  and  with  a sigh  of  discon- 
tent he  lias  crept  unlieartily  out  of  the 
cottage  to  where  the  village  wheelwright 
works' cheerily  in  his  shop.  He  always  stops 
to  watch  the  wheelwright,  although  the 
mood  of  dejection  beoomes  more  acute  than 
ever.  Never  lias  the  wheelwright  and  his 
workplace  soemed  so  admirable,  enviable. 
Tlie  roof  is  high,  supported  by  great,  strong 
beams  hung  all  over  with  metal  and  wood, 
and  the  sight  fills  the  old  bolLows-mnker 
with  a mighty  hunger.  To  make  happy 
carts  and  barrows  and  wheels  that  sing  as 
they  roll  along  the  road  from  the  moor  seems 
far  finer  than  making  bellows,  and  his  keen 
eyes  wander  wistfully  over  the  brand-new 
farm  waggon,  standing  in  all  the  SDlendour 
of  bright  red  paint,  with  dainty  wheels  not 
yet  stained  by  the  mud  of  roads.  He  turns 
dismally  away,  peeping  into  one  of  the  cot- 
tages as  lie  passes  back  to  bogie,  the  faint 
hope  in  him  that  he  might  find  consolation 
there.  The  sight  of  a gaily-burning  wood 
fire  and  a pair  of  bellows  hanging  comfort- 
ably on  the  kitchen  wall  drives  all  bis  black 
thoughts  '•Vrfairt.' 


A Spring-time  Chill. 1 '• ' 1 ) • 

On  a golden  morning  in  epring  the  oI<i 


bellows-maker  journeyed  to  the  market  town 
Io  trutisact  business  with  the!  ironmonger 
whp  js  the  agent  for  liis  bellows.  There  was 
nothing  pleasing  to  him  ip  this- — not  even  the 
money  which  he  generally  carried  away  with 
him,  for  lie  has  never,  except  casually,  con- 
nected payment  with  his  work.  In  a vague 
sort  of  way  he  has  always  felt , that  art,  like 
religion,  must  be  its  own  reward.  Only  the 
knowledge  that  money  meant  bread  and 
meat  and  renewed  energy  for  liis  better  work 
redeemed  it. 

AJJ  the  same,  it  was  with  a shock  that  he 
leariipd  from  the  ironmonger  that  there  was 
no  longer  any  demand  for  his  bellows.  The 
fever  for  cheapness,  it  was  explained,  had 
spread  even  into  Derbyshire.  Nowadays 
folk  liked  bellows  to  cost  themjittle,  so  that 
a rival  belloivs-maker  had  set  up  in  the  town 
to  supply  the  demand. 

“ They  are  just  knocked  together  any 
how,”  went  on  the  ironmonger,  showing  a 
pair  to  the  old  man.  “ You  know  the  sort  of 
tiling.  They  blow  the  fire  quite  as  well  as 
yours  do.” 

He  pointed  to  the  delicate  leather  work 
of  the  old  man’s  bellows,  and  went  on— — 
“ All  that  fancy  stuff  you  put  on  doesn’t 
help  to  blow  the  fire, -and  people  don’t  look 
twice  at  it  nowadays.  You’d  better  study 
the  trade,  and  you’ll  make  twice  as  much 
money.  Give  ’em  what  they  want — that’ 
the  proper  way  to  get  business!” 

Back  to  liis  cottage  the  old  bellows-niaker 
went,  carrying  a sample  of  the  cheap  pair 
with  him — shoddy-looking  enough  as  it  was. 
ancl  he  pondered  over  the  ironmonger's 
words  all  that  night.  His  happy  way  of  life 
was  threatened  now,  without  a doubt.  All 
liis  efforts  towards  perfection,  towards  an 
ideal  pair  of  bellows, . looked  like  proving 
worthless,  wasted.  He  could  make  a lot  of 
mouey,  no  doubt-,  if  he  macb  the  cheaper 
bellows ; but  the  craftsman  in  him  revolted, 
and  he  cast  a look  of  hatred  at  the  liideous 
elm  bellows  when,  next  day,  ho  beheld  them 
‘.vihg  on  liis  bench  in  the  morning  sunsiiine. 
He  c-pened  the  window  to  let  the  glory  of  the 
new  day  flpod  the  workroom.  With  a 
gesture  of  contempt  lie  thrust  them  out  ou 
tho  window-sill,  so  that  they  might  he 
hidden  from  his  sight. 

Salvation  Found. 

He  began  work  half-heartedly.  Ilis 
doubts  persisted  in  spite  of  him.  What  was 
tlie  use  of  it  all  if  he  continued  to  make  his 
beautiful  bellows,  for  ever  striving  alter 
perfection?  As  ho  worked  forlornly  on.  he 
heard  the  sound  of  footsteps  outside  in' tlie 
roadways — and  then  voices.  He  glanced  up 
ancl  beheld  two  strangers  staring  with  con- 
temptuous eyes  towards  the  bellows  lying  on 
tlie  window-sill. 

They  did  not  see  him.  One  was  saving, 
liis  indignation  not  altogether  concealing  a 
quiet  regret,  “ Did  you  ever  see  such  ugly- 
looking  rubbish!” 

"Upon  my  word,”  said  the  other,  "one 
would  think  there’s  no  beauty  left  anywhere 
among  the  works  of  man!” 

“ 1 was  told  onoe,”  mused  the  first, 
that  in  these  parts — It  ‘must  be  very  near 
to  this  place— a man  makes  bellows  of  a 
real  old  charm  and  beauty.” 

“ Ah,  yes,”  added  the  other,  “ I,  too, 
have  heard  of  him.  He  is  said  to’ be  tlie  last 
of  the  old  craftsmen— an  artist,  labouring 
alone  in  the  midst  of  common  shoddy.” 

“ But  look  at  these ! . . 

The  two  travellers  passed  on  their 
journey.  But  the  old  bellowg-inaker,  hidden 
from  their  sight,  had  caught  every  word. 
Now  his  face  was  all  shining  with  new  light. 
His  old  eyes  flamed  masterfully.  They  had 
called  him  by  the  great  name.  They  had 
called  him  an  Artist. 

He  readied  for  the  bellows  tliat  lay  in  all 
their  tawdry  ugliness  in  the  window,  carry- 
ing them  out  into  the  yard  and  grimly  and 
deliberately  smashing  them  into  splinters. 
He  ciirae  back  to  liis  bendi.  He  took  a 
piece  of  beautiful  oak,  and  lie  took  soft 
lc-athor  and  gleaming  brass  also,  and  set  to 
work  on  a new  pair  with  greater  eagerness 
than  lie  had  shown  for  many  a day.  He  was 
growing  ancient,  ho  whispered  to  himtolf 
ngain  and  again  as  the  day' went  on;  he  had 
but  a few  years  to  live ; yet  even  were  he 
reduced  to  eating  dry  orusts,  or  to  the  New 
Mills  poorhous?,  ho  would  dedicate  those  few 
5fears  tobeauty  alone,  to  the  achievement  of 
Mb  EfJiWg  idsM-lthat 1 porfcrt  iy,  of 
bellow 8 1 - ' 


THE  QUESTION  OF  POLITICS. 

OLD  PARTIES  OR  A CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY? 

It  was  inevitable  that  the  Nottingham  election  should  give  rise  in  * 
discussion  of  tho  old  question  of  politics.  Discussion  ought  not*  to  be  stifle 
We  dislike  cutting  down  letters  that  deal  with  the  points  at  issue,  but  cor™ 
spondents  must  keep  to  those  points.  We  have  rejected  several  communicationc 
on  this  subject  because  they  consisted  chiefly  of  offensive  personalities  Th! 
'dentity  of  a writer  is  of  less  importance  than  the  views  he  expresses 


A WORD  TO  SOME 

CRITICS. 

[By  Edward  Owen  Greening.] 

I welcome  Mr.  Perry's  criticism  of  my 
article  in  the  " Co-operative  News  ” of  tho 
15th  inst.^  and  also  the  rejily  to  me  by 
“ The  -Man  in  the  Street.” 

Much  of  the  article  by  “ The  Man  in  the 
Street”  turns  on  tlie  question  of  personal 
consistency  by  myself  on  personal  sincerity 
in  men  like  Mr.  Kidd,  the  Conservative, 
and  Mr.  Asquith,  the  Liberal,  ivbo  took 
.the  lead  in  saving  co-operators  from  the 
imposition  of  the  Corporation  Tax.  My 
own  consistency  must  speak  for  itself.  I 
have  belonged,  from  youth  upwards,  to 
that  wing  of-  the  Liberal  Party  which 
regards  it  as  the  first  duty  of  all  of  us  to 
stride  for  the  uplifting  of  tlie  working 
masses  in  order  to  redeem  them  from. servi- 
tude. The  Jato  Mr.  Stead  nick-nqnigd. ..ijs, 
the  “ Lib-Labs.”  Our  most  distinctive 
representative  in  politics  was  the  late1 
Thomas  Burt,  M.P.,  bnt  we  ever  recog- 
nised with  gratitude  the.  work  for  us  of. 
men  of  all  parties,  who  gave  us  a helping 
hand.  Thomas  Hughes,  Walter  Morrison, 
Earl  Grey,  Sir  Francis  Channing'  (now  Lord 
Channing),  Lord  Robert  Cecil.  Aneurin 
Williams,  and  many*  more  good  men  and 
many  good  women  have  earned  our  appre- 
ciation, and  we  have  not.  grudged  them 
the  credit  of  being'  as  sincere  as  ourselves. 
In  this  we  seem  to  differ  from  ‘‘The  Man 
in  the  Street.”  He  seems  to  think  that  if 
Mr.  Kidd,  a Conservative,  and  Mr. 
Asquith,  a Liberal,  range  tliemselves  on 
our  side  and  fight  against  unjust  attempts 
on  co-operation,  Messrs.  Kidd  and  Asquith 
must  bo  very  bad  and  wicked  men  all  the 
.same.  “ They  only  add  to  their  previous 
depravity  the  fault  of  hypocrisy  I They 
don’t  really  love  justice ! ‘They  are  simply 
out  to  save  their  seats  I If  only  they  were 
Labour  leadens  and  Labour  M.Pi's.  of 
course,  it  would  be  different.  Labour 
politicians  are  alway<?  perfectly  disin- 
terested and  sincere.”  All  which  argumen- 
tation is  what  I have  ventured ' to  call 
‘ political  babble,”  a sort  of  controversy 
well  illustrated  by  an  old  anecdote  about 
Whigs  and  Tories  in  the  days  of  old. 

When  tlie  feud  ran  high  between  those 
two  ancient  parties  it  is  recorded -that  a 
great  Whig  lady  was  once  asked  by  her 
children:  “Mamma,  were  the  Tories  born 
bad  or  did  they  make  themselves  so?” 
She  replied:  “My  dears,  they  were  born 
bad,  and  they  have  made  themselves 
worse !” 

Mr.  Perry  also,  to  some  extent,  harps  on 
the  same  string  as  “The  Man  in  the 
Street.”  He  thinks  I am  guilty  of  incon- 
sistency, because,  when  1 was  beaten  as  a 
“Lib-Lab  ” at  Halifax  in  1868,  I "did  not 
counsel  my  friends  and  associates  to  with- 
draw from  public  and  political  efforts  to 
raise  the  workers,  whilst  now  I advise  the 
co-operative  movement  to  dissociate  itself 
from  party' politics. 

All  this  makes  it  clear  to  me  that  I j[iave 
not  yet  succeeded  in  making  Mr.  Perry 
and  his  colleagues  understand  tlie  position 
of  myself  and  those  who  think  with  mV 
I will  therefore  try  again  to  state  it  dis- 
tinctly. We  are  not  opposed  to  Mr.  Perry, 
Mr.  Watkins,  JVIr.  BarneSg  and  the  other 
forty  so-called  “ Co-operative  candidates, 
trying  to  win  seats  for  themselves,  and 
advance  the  political  principles  they  hold 
so  long  as  they  conduct  their  campaign 
with  the  funds,  organisation,  and  tlie 
machinery  of  their  own  partisans.  I still 
hold  that  every  i I en  should  take  an 
earnest  interest  in  ,<ditics,  and  I concede 
to  men  and  women  of  the  Labour  Party 
the  same  right  I claim  for  myself  and 
other  Liberals.  By  all  means  let  them  do 
the  best  they  can  for  advancing  their  own 
political  views,  whilst  we  do  the  same. 

What  I object  to  is  any  attempt  bv  any 
political  party,  any  religious  sect,  or  any 
class  or  section  to  introduce  elements  of 
dissension  nnd  discord  into  a moyement 
meant  to  unite  good  people  of  all  sections 
in  a common  effort  for  social  improvement. 
Tlie  co-operative  movement  was  designed 
to  work,  through  economic : means,  for  the 
elevation  of  our  people!:  The  founders 

separated  their  political1  campaigns  from 
their  social,  educational,  commercial,  and 
industrial  work — embodied  in  co-operation 
— for  a very  good  reason.  It  is  essential  to 
success  in  business,  in  social  and  in  philan- 
thropic work,  to  preserve  unity  of  effort 
and  leave  out  whatever  causes  bitterness 
and  alienation.  Early  co-operators  were 
very  fond  of  illustrating  their  advocacy  by 
pointing  out  the  advantages  which  would 
accrue  to  a community  if  tlie  milkman  or 
the  bread  distributor  could  call  at  every 
house  in  a street  instead  of  half-a-dozen 
milkmen  or  bread-carts  calling  at  various 
houses.  They,  based  upon  such  co-opera- 
tive unity  the  hope  of  realising  advantages 
whioli  would'  eventually  abolish  poverty 
and  dependence. 

If,  however,  we  depart  from  tlie  wisdom 
of  the-  founders,  and  in  order  to 
return  Air.  Jones  for  East  Nottingham 
we  weaken  the  goodwill  of  three-fourthsof 
the  people— as  shown  by  the- figures  of  tlie 


voting — what  becomes  of  the  future  hQnL 
of  our  movement?  I am  almost 
receiving,  from  all  parts  of  the  kinrr 
letters  describing  the  ill-effects  of  ik! 
bitter  partisanship  introduced  into  „„ 
societies.  One  letter  tells  me  of  a socm! 
captured  for  Labour  by  majorities  in 
meetings,  followed  by  large  secessions  0 
customers  and  investors.  “Over  m 
non-purchasing  members  ”.  now  utt  uj 
rolls— no  dividends  in  consequent e~tlu 
position  disheartening.  Another  ton! 
tells  me  of  a society  which  had  a Krtra 
balance  at  the  C.W.S.  to  help  that  central 
institute.  The  balance  is  now 
and  the  society  is  dependent  on  the  C \\  s’ 
for  large  advances.  “No  dividend  mm 
bers  falling  away  in  large  numbers : old  «. 
operators  full  of  grief.”  Other  letters  tell 
me  of  violent  reactions,  almost  as  bad.  in 
their  way,  as  the  original  capture  of  tba 
societies  for  political  action.  In  tW 
cases  prominent  Labour  men,  who  might 
be  of  great  .use,  have  been  turned  ulf  com. 
puttees  sunxily.,  because  they  are  Misncn 
of  partisanship. 

In  view  of  all  this  I venture  again  to 
press  the  question:  Has  not  tlie  time  come 
to  reconsider  the  decision  to  establish  and 
endow  a political  party  inside  our  more 
inent? 

MR.  GREENING’S 
ATTITUDE  CRITICISED. 

[By  Geo.  S.  Clarke  (London).] 

The  majority  of  readers  would  be  amused 
on  reading  “The  Lessons  of  East  Notting- 
ham,” as  derived  by  our  friend  Edward 
Owen  Greening,  if  the  matter  were  not  t. 
serious. 

His  gibe  at  the  contents  of  ther”  Co-oper. 
tive  News  ” on  July  1st  Jacks  point  when 
it  is  remembered  that  the  stock-in-trade  ol 
the  candidate  of  whatever  party,  lie  agent, 
and  supporters,  is  optimism,  good  cheer, 
and  “ ardent  and  glowyig  anticipations.” 

To  say  that  the  result  bore  out  the  .state- 
ment of  our  friend  Air.  Perry,  “ that 
shall  give  more  than  a good  account  of  o 
selves,”  would  be  foolish.  The  result  wat 
disappointing;  but  to  assert  that  tlie  move- 
ment is  on  the  wrong  lines,  and  that  the 
co-operative  political  movement  is  futile, 
more  absurd  and  apart  from  fact  than  for 
the  Co-operative  Party  to  claim  the  result 
as  a virtual  victory. 

When  we  realise  the  forces  arrayed* 
against  us  in  every  contest : Boer,  tie 
Church,  the  press,  money,  big  business 
interests,  and  the  Edward  Owen  Greening  . 
class,  the  result,  while  deplored,  is  quite 
understandable. 

The  suggestion  of  Mr.  Greening  that  we 
would  place  such  men  as  Holvpake  and 
Neale  as  opponents  to  co-operation  because 
they  in  their  day  were  Liberal  and  Con- 
servative respectively  is  too  important,  to  be 
passed  without  comment.  Is  tlie  memorj 
of  Mr.  Greening  so  short  that  lie  cannot 
remember  tliat  up  to  almost  recent  years 
there  were  only  two  political  panic-',  and 
that  a maji  with  a political  faith  who  be- 
longed to  neither  of  these  was  one  to  I* 
looked  upon  as  a visionary  or  as  a revolu- 
tionary. 

It  would  be  more  reasonable  to  believe 
that  two  such  as  the  afore-mentioned  and 
many  others  who  have  passed,  away,  aud 
who  were  “ good  ” Liberals  or  Conserva- 
tives, would  in  these  days  and  under  pre- 
sent circumstances  be  inside  the  Labour 
movement;  the  basis  for  such  belief  being 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  many  of  light  and 
leading  who  have  come  over  from  the  old 
parties  to  join  with  the  workers  in  their 
fight  - for  liberation . 

Mr.  Greening  sneers  over  tlie  fact  that 
our  one  member,  plus  tho  Labour  Party, 
did  net  win  for  us  freedom  from  the  impo- 
sition of  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax.  The 
records  of  this  worst  of  all  Governments 
prove  conclusively  that  any  little  concession 
that  is  wrung  from  it — and  in  all  .consc  ience 
these  are  few  and  they  are  poor  enough— 
is  only  secured  by  the  splendid  debating 
power  nnd  aggressive  fighting  attitude  of 
that  gallant  little  band  of  seventy  who  win 
over  at  rare  intervals  such  of  their  oppo- 
nents as  have  not  lost  all  sense  of  decency 
aud  justice,  aud  thus  enable  a majority  w 
be  secured. 

I can  only  approximate  percentages,  as  I 
have  no  record  of  the  actual  party  position 
in  tho  House  at  the  time,  but  the  party 
proportion  voting  against  the  tax  must  W 
near  the  following  figures: — 8 per  cent,  of 
the  Conservatives,  16  per  cent.  Cqnlitio0 
Liberals,  44  per  cent.  Independent  Liber»Di  I 
and  73  per  cent,  of  the  Labour  Party.  Such 
figures  need  no  comment  from  mo  to  einphu* 
sise  their  significance.  . 

The  influence  of  the  vast  majority  ®* 
Radicals  and  Tories  is  ever  increasing*/ 
being  used  to  try  and  stem  the  tide  of  the 
movement  towards  the  realisation  of  our  ono 
great  ideal — a Co-operative  Common  wealth) 
and  only  the  growth  nnd  power  of  the  , 
operative  Party,  allied  with  the  La**" 
Party,  will  successfully  contest  tn 
influence  and  make  sure  that  that  tide  snaa 
become  a flood. 
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PRESENT  DAY  DIFFICULTIES. 


The  half-yearly  report  of  the  Union  Boot 

I shoo  Society  (Kettering)  states  that  the 
ant;alcs  have  been  £14,518  12s.  9d.,  and  that 
!ho  receipt  of  share  and  loan  capital  amounts 

£100  8s.  8d.  After  depreciating  buildings 
l°d  fijed  stock,  making  provision  for  interest 
80  share  and  loan  capital,  and  taking  into 
luat  the  balance  brought  forward  from  last 
1 If.vear,  there  remains  a balance  of  £7  10s.  8d. 
(o  be  carried  forward  to  next  half-year.  The 
committee  state  that  “ the.  unsettled  state  of 
trade  throughout  the  country  has  naturally 
affected  our  trading  results,  but  we  have  every 
confidence  that  with  the  gradual  improvement 
in  trade  wo  shall  regain  our  position.” 

The  Midland  Council  of  the  National  Union 
of  Railwaymen  held  meetings  in  the  Coalville 
Adult  School  Hall  on  Sunday,  which  were 
attended  by  numerous  delegates.  The  Coal- 
ville Co-operative  Society,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  T.  Grosert  (bakery  manager),  were  the 
caterers,  and  provided  the  delegates  with  an 
excellent  luncheon  and  tea. 

An  interesting  event  at  the-  London-road 
branch  of  the  Coalville  Co-operative  Society 
was  the  presentation  to  one  of  the  employees, 
Mr.  A.  Glover,  of  a lounge  chair  and  antique 
curb  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent  marriage. 
Mr'  Glover  is  one  of  the  assistants,  and  the 
presentation  was  made  on  behalf  of  his  fellow- 
employees  by  Mr.  A.  Green,  who  expressed 
their  good  wishes  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glover’s 
future  happiness.  i 

The  funeral  of  Mr.  John  Geo.  Clarke,  for 
over  twelve  years  a carter  in  the  employ  of  the 
Coalville  Co-operative  Society,  who  died  from 
injuries  received  in  an  accident  w bile  at  work 
with  his  horse  and  dray,  took  place  at  Rother- 
ham, the  deceased’s  native  town.  Messrs.  G. 
Pickering  and  J.  Stafford  represented  the  em- 
ployees, and  Messrs.  F.  Cook  and  A.  Lockwood 
(secretary)  attended  for  the  management  com- 
mittee, the  deceased  being  a highly-respected 
and  valued  workman.  The  employees  and 
committee  also  sent  beautiful  wreaths. 

Derby  Men’s  Guild  held  their  annual  out- 
ing on  Saturday  last,  a visit'  being  paid  to 
the  Peak  of  Derbyshire  in  the  society’s 
charabancs.  On  the  outward  journey,  Mat- 
lock.  busy  with  holiday  makers,  was  passed 
through,  and  in.  Chatsworth  Park  a halt 
was  made  so  that  a view  might  be  obtained 
of  the  house,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  country.  Arriving  at  Monsal  Head, 
the  party  walked  through  the  beautiful 
Dale,  after  which  they  were  met  by  the 
charabancs,  and  conveyed  to  Bakewell  for 
tea.  After  tea  a visit  was  paid  to  the 
ancient  Bakewell  Church,  where  Mr.  Han- 
bury  explained  the  architecture  and  other 
points  of  interest.  The  return  journey  was 
made  by  way  of  the  famous  Haddon  Hall. 
From  a social  and  educational  standpoint 
the  outing  was  a big  success. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


Long  Buckby. — Mr.  G.  Green  presided 
over  the  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held 
on  July  lOtli.  There  were  about  fiftv  mem- 
bers present.  The  Chairman  said  that  the 
accounts  under  review  were  very  gratifying, 
particularly  in  comparison  with  the  results 
obtained  by  numerous  societies  in  the  dis- 
trict. The  sales  for  the  quarter  were 
£14,839,  showing  an  increase  over  the  pre- 
v>ous  quarter  of  £558,  and  a decrease,  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
-'oar.  of  £2,164.  After  providing  £670  3s. 
"*•  interest  on  capital,  £84  13s.  3d.  depre- 
cation on  land,  buildings,  and  fixtures  ac- 
wunt,  and  £56  15s.  5d.  collective  life  assur- 
ance premium,  £10  to  repairs  fund,  and  £13 
fi  ■ ,t°  .'vaB8°n  reserve  fund,  a dividend 
01  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound  to  members  was  ap- 
Pjoved.  In  addition,  £10  was  granted  to 
Northampton  General  Hospital,  £15  to  edu- 
rawonal  fund,  and  the  balance  to  general 
reserve  fund.  Members’  share  capital  stood 
)!l  £5.050,  the  average  claim  being  £29  6s. 
"L  Average  weekly  purchases  per  member 
*«reiRs  4d.  'The  committee’s  recommenda- 
l0l>  to  reduce  the  interest  on  share  capital 
r°tn  5 per  oent.  to  4J  per  cent,  was  adopted, 
essrs.  F.  Green  and  G.  Letts  were  re- 
^ted  on  the  management  committee. 

i?,ar!*>ury. — The  quarterly  meeting  was 
Tl.i  t*le  Assembly  Room,  on  Thursday, 
/ y .20th,  at  which  Councillor  Masoord 
'President)  took  the  chair.  The  report 
wv'l  • a trading  surplus  of  £5,723.  out  of 
d was  proposed  to  carry  £222  to  the 
g,  a benefit*  scheme,  and  pay  a dividend  "of 
Eha"1  ™e.  P°und,  and  5 per  cent,  interest  on 
jig^^Tital.  'Hie  present  membership  was 
street  Alterations  to  property  in  High- 
beinrr  aru^  Wise-street.  Leamington,  are 
for  H proceeded  with,  the  lowest  estimates 
in  ,|  1'Tork  being  accepted.  The  decrease 
Per  * tr>butivo  sales  represents  some  25 
Porkvl  u .oomPared  with  the  corresponding 
th«  being  more  or  less  brought  about  by 

,n  ( rtf  lif'irwr 


ARE  THEY  ALL  DUE  TO  THE  RECENT  WAR? 

CONFERENCE  IN  LONDON. 


The  Southern  Sectional  Board  held  its 
annual  conference  with  the  eleven  district 
secretaries  of  the  section  in  London.  It  has 
been  the  custom  hitherto  to  invite  the  chair- 
men of  the  districts  also,  but  on  the  grounds 
of  economy,  only  district  secretaries  were 
invited  this  year. 

Mrs.  Gasson  (chairman  of  the  sectional 
board)  for  the  present  year,  welcomed  the 
visitors,  who  included  Miss  Allen  (Reigate), 
recently  elected  to  the  secretaryship  of  the 
Surrey  District  Conference  Association,  in 
the  place  of  Mr.  Allen  Bishop,  who  resigned  at 
the  close  of  last  Congress  year. 

Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (Southern  sectional  secre- 
tary)  opened  tli ; discussion.  Dealing  with 
the  present  position  of  trade,  as  it  affected  the 
co-operative  movement,  the  speaker  Is  id  stress 
on  the  filet  that  all  their  troubles  could  not  be 
laid  down  to  the  war.  There  were  many  other 
reasons.  He  suggested  that  it  would  be  a 
wise  plan  on  the  .part  of  societies  if  they  were 
to  closely  examine  their  methods  of  manage- 
ment with  a view  to  the  elimination  of  wasteful 
procedures,  and  a general  tightening  up  of 
efficiency.  Stocks  also  played  an  important 
part  in  the  position  of  soii  ties  to-day,  and 
it  was  a notable  fact  that  societies  which  were 
coming  through  the  present  trying  times  with 
the  best  results,  were  those  which  had  con- 
sistently followed  the  policy  of  having  low 
stocks. 

Question  of  Wages. 

In  connection  with  the  position  to-day,  too, 
they  had  to  seriously  consider  their  expenses. 
Decreased  trade  and  the  decrease  of  prices 
mean  an  increased  ratio  of  expanses, 
and  there  were  some  expenses  that 
it  was  not  possible  to  decrease,  such  as 
rent,  rates,  taxes,  and  capital  charges.  But 
there  was  one  expense  which  had  come  'into 
prominence  a lot  during  the  last  few  years : 
the  question  of  wages.  Here  he  did  not  think 
it  correct  to  advise  everybody  that  wages  were 
the  only  thing  that  should  be  reduced.  A 
much  better  way  was  to  examine  wages  from 
the  point  of  viqw  of  efficiency,  to  study  in- 
telligently the  efficiency  of  staffs  both  in  office, 
shop,  and  warehouse,  with  the  intention  of 
.correcting  the  duplication  of  work  that  did 
undoubtedly  exist  in  many  of  their  depart- 
ments. - 

Hidden  Surpluses. 

The  co-operative  movement  (he  proceeded) 
must  suffer  from  the  general  reduction  in 
wages  that  had  taken  place  all  over  the  country. 
During  the  war  the  great  multiple  concerns 
accumulated  hidden  sin-pluses,  knowing  full 
well  that  there  would  follow  a period  of  slump 
when  such  hidden  reserves  would  be  of  the 
utmost  benefit.  Co-operative  societies  were 
not  in  all  cases  able  to  do  this.  But  even  so, 
the  outside  firms  had  in  most  cases  faced  the 
position  more  bravely  than  they  had.  They 
reduced  their  prices  at  once  without  waiting 
for  a possiblo  increase,  and  are  now  feeling  the 
benefit  of  their  action.  They  were  not, 
speaking  generally,  weighed  with  stocks  bought 
at  a high  price  which  they  knew  full  well  could 
not  be  sold  for  the  price  given  for  them. 

Mr.  Hibberd  also  touched  on  the  question  of 


A BIG  WEEK. 

SECTIONAL  DEMONSTRATION  AT 
NOTTINGHAM. 

The  annual  demonstration  in  the  Midland 
Section,  which  has  been  revived  with  suc- 
cess since  the  wanj  is  likely  to  be  n big  event 
this  year.  The  venue  is  Nottingham,  and 
not  the  least  of  the  many  attractions  is  the 
exhibition  of  co-operative  productions  to  be 
held  in  the  Drill!  Hall,  Derby-road,  from 
August  19th  to  26th.  Air.  Walter  Halls, 
M.P.,  will  formally  declare  the  exhibition 
open  on  the  first  Saturday. 

The  home  industries  exhibition,  which 
was  such  a successful  feature  of  last  year’s 
demonstration,  will  again  be  held,  and  this 
will  be  opened  by  Mr.  R.  Peers.  M.A. 
(Director  of  Department  of  Adult  Eduoa*. 
tion.  University  College.  Nottingham). 
There  are  to  be  classes  devoted  to  wood- 
work. carving,  and  fretwork,  modelling  in 
cardboard,  drc.,  engineering  models,  sewing, 
knitting,  pillow  lace,  drawing  and  painting, 
basket  making,  and  photography. 

A sectional  conference,  at  which  Mr.  G. 
Riddle  (Central  Board)  will  read  his  Con- 
gress paper  on  “ The  Financial  Position  of 
the  Co-operative  Movement  in  Relation  to 
New  Forms  of  Retail  Trade”  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday.  August  23rd. 

Generally,  a good  programme  of  events  is 
promised,  ' and  the  demonstration  should 
repeat  its  former  successes. 


paying  dividends  from  reserves — a practice 
which  they  should  all  stand  firm  against. 
He  hoped  district  secretaries  would  realise 
that  the  sectional  board  required  and  sought 
their  help,  and  that  they  should  also  look  to 
the  sectional  board  for  advice  and  help  in 
return.  He  suggested  that  district  secretaries 
might,  on  hearing  that  any  particular  society 
was  in  difficulties,  get  in  touch  with  such'  a 
society  in  a friendly  way,  find  out  its  position, 
and  report  to  him,  with  % view  to  all  help 
being  given.  Mr.  Hibberd  also  strongly 
deprecated  the  reduction  of  educational  funds 
at  a time  when  their  efforts  could  well  be 
concentrated  in  propaganda  of  an  intensive 
. character. 

Good  Discussion. 

The  excellent  address  was  productive  of  a 
good  and  varied  discussion.  On  the  question 
of  wage  reduction,  opinions  differed  con- 
siderably. Some  were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
movement  was  paying  more  in  wages  than  it 
could  afford,  while  others  thought  it  was  a 
sane  policy  to  pay  more  than  trade  union 
rates,  and  were  emphatic  in  their  condemna- 
tion of  making  a standard  for  the 
movement  on  the  basis  of  what  the 
outside  commercial  world  was  paying. 
A contented  staff  of  employees  was  of  more 
use  to  a society  than  one  which  was  for  ever 
working  in  a state  of  discontent.  Many  of 
those  present  declared  their  belief  that  they 
would  not  do  any  good  in  the  present  difficult 
times  unless  they  were  imbued  with  a spirit 
of  optimism. 

Mr.  Prynne  (Wilts  and  Dorset)  deffcnded  the 
policy  of  commencing  small  societies ; while 
Miss  Allen  (Reigate)  wanted  branches  of  large 
societies  ~ of  the  Metropolitan  Association, 
situated  in  the  Surrey  area,  to  become  affiliated 
to  the  association  she  represented. 

Air.  Clear  suggested  that  a way  out  of  this 
-difficulty  was  to  invite  delegates  from  the 
co-operative  organisations  attached  to  these 
branches  to  the  conferences  and  meetings  of 
the  Surrey  district,  after,  of  course,  first 
consulting  their  central  committee. 

Reserves  and'  Dividends. 

Two  or  three  present  appeared  dubious  as 
to  the  \fisdom  of  recommending  that  reserves 
should  not  be  used  for  dividends.  They  inti- 
mated that  it  was  of  benefit  to  use  a reserve 
for  this  purpose  if  it  was  going  to  keep  a 
society’s  members  together. 

Mr.  Goldsmith  advocated  the  running  of 
week-end  schools  by  district  associations  as  a 
means  of  bringing  the  societies  in  the  districts 
together. 

The  conference  concluded  with  Mr.  Hibberd 
replying  effectively  to  his  critics.  On  the  much- 
diseugsed  subject  of  reserves,  he  contended 
that  there  was  never  an  exceptional  reason  to 
'do  ti  wrong  financial  thing ; and  on  wages, 
there  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  a dis- 
cussion wherein  each  delegate  was  full  of  his 
own  particular  society.  He  also  contended 
that  such  questions  should  be  dealt  with 
generally  and  not  in  a parochial  spirit.. 

Altogether  the  conference  was  a complete 
success,  and  of  benefit  to  all  concerned. 


WEEK-END  SCHOOLS. 

WOODBROOKE  AND  WOLVEY. 

The  Midland  Section  Educational  Asso- 
ciation have  arranged  two  week-end  schools 
for  the  end  of  the  summer. 

The  first  of  these  is  to  be  held  at  the 
Woodbrooke  Settlement  from  Friday, 
August  18th,  to  Monday,  August  21s|.,  and 
if  it  proves  as  popular  as  the  previous 
schools  at  Woodbrooke  have  done  the 
accommodation  will  be  booked  up  very 
quickly.  Mr.  H.  J.  May  (secretary,  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance)  will  deliver 
three  lectures  on  “ International  Trade  at 
Home  and  Abroad.”  and  Mr.  W.  Rogers 
(president,  Northampton  Society)  will 
lecture  on  “The  Responsibility  of  the 
Employer  and  Employee." 

The  Coventry  Society’s  holiday  home  at 
Wolvey  is  the  venue  of  the  second  school, 
which  runs  from  Friday.  September  22nd, 
to  Monday,  September  25th.  Three  lectures 
will  be  given  by  Mr.  Frank  Roscoe  (London) 
on  “ How  the  Mind  Works  ” ; whilst  Mr. 
T.  Hackett  (Birmingham)  will  give  two 
lectures  on  “ The  Co-operative  Movement 
as  a Moral  and  Spirftual  Influence.” 

The  foe  at  each  seliool  for  board  and  the 
full  course  of  lectures  is  £1  Is.  Miss 
Woolley,  10,  Turner-road,  . Uppinghnm- 
road,  Leicester,  will  supply  all  information. 


NATIONAL  MANAGERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 

COLLECTIVE  INSURANCE 

SCHEME. 

At  a meeting  of  the  London  Branch  of  the 
National  Managers’  Association  at  the  C.W.S. 
headquarters  at  Lemon-street,  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  Mr.  C.  W.  Newbold  (president  of  the 
National  Association)  gave  an  address  ex- 
planatory of  tho  collective  life  insurance 
scheme  which  has  been  arranged  between  the 
association  and  the  C.I.S.  Mr.  Turnbull  (Dart- 
ford)  presided. 

Mr.  Newbold,  in  the  course  of  his  interesting 
address,  said  several  meetings  had  been  held 
with  Mr.  Cox  (C.I.S.)  and  the  committee  of 
the  Managers’  Association,  and  the  scheme 
which  resulted  wae  placed  before  them  that 
day.  The  question  might  be  asked  why  tho 
insurance  had  been  fixed  at  £250.  It  was 
thought  by  the  executive  that  the  sum  should 
be  kept  down  to  the  lowest-paid  members  ot 
the  association,  and  this  had  been  approved 
at  the  annual  meeting.  The  premium  would 
be  a very  low  one.  He  hoped  that  the  scheme 
would  be  accepted  with  enthusiasm,  for  il 
was  one  of  the  he3t  things  the  Managers’  Asso- 
ciation had  been  able  to  do.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  eulogised  the  advantages  thr 
scheme  offered,  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  members  would  give  it  their  fullest  sup- 
port. The  benefits  offered  were  far  superioi 
to  those  which  could  be  obtained  from  any 
other  funds. 

Mr.  Newbold  replied  to  several  questions. 


NO  MORE  WAR. 

Mb.  A.  E.  Waterson  spoke  on  Saturday  a\ 
a glorious  village  gala  at  Husbands  Bosworth, 
where  people  assembled  from  all  round  the 
district.  The  district?  touches  Kettering  Divi- 
sion. Mr.  Wateison  speaks  at  the  “ No  More 
War”  demonstration  this  week-end  in  Ket- 
tering, and  both  of  his  opponents  speak  there 
also.  It  is  interesting  to  find  the  ” No.  More 
War  ” policy  supported  by  a Coalitionist,  whose 
party  has  been  responsible  for  the  peace  bungle 
which  has  exposed  the  country  to  the  danger 
of  fresh  war,  and  by  a Liberal  whose  party  was 
responsible  for  the  diplomacy  which  led  to  the 
last  war. 


GRAVESEND  GALA. 

2,400  FUTURE  CO-OPERATORS  ON 
PARADE. 

A prominent  feature  of  tho  Borough  of 
Gravesend  Society’s  annual  gala,  which  was 
held  o:i  Saturday,  July  15th,  was  the  proces- 
sion.  Some  2,400  children  were  on  parade, 
and  this  great  army  of  future  co-opera  tore, 
to  quote  the  local  reporter,  was  “ striking 
evidence  of.  the  strength  of  the  movement  In 
this  part  of  the  country.”  The  gala  itself 
was  held  on  a local  sports  greunj,  and  at  tea 
time  the  wants  of  the  children  were  attended 
to  by  Girl  Guides,  guards,  and  others. 
Inmates  of  the  Poor-Daw  institution  wree 
also  entertained  to  tea.  Amongst  the  com- 
petitions were  two  for  boot  cleaning  •and 
spoon  polishing,  which  created  a great 
amount  of  interest.  The  prizes  were  pre- 
sented by  the  C.W.S.  P.elaw  Productive 
Factory. 


" ONE  OF  THE  BEST. 

CROYDON  SPENDS  A DAY  AT 
•MARGATE. 


Over  six  hundred  employees  and  friends 
of  the  South  Suburban  Society  'Croydon) 
had  a day  at  Margate,  on  Wednesday,  July 
19th,  and  it  is  well  within  the  mark  to  say 
that  one  and  all  enjoyed  themselves  im- 
mensely. The  outing  was  voted  one  of  the 
best  since  the  great  amalgamation  came  into 
effect.  The  train  conveying  the  employees 
and  their  friends  left  Penge  Station  soon 
after  eight  o’clock,  and  it  had  on  board  the 
largest  excursion  party  to  leave  tin’s  sum- 
mer. Just  two  hours  later  the  train  steamed 
into  West  Margate  Station. 

At  the  luncheon,  Mr.  W Chipping,  on 
behalf  of  the  employees,  moved  a hearty  vote 
of  thanks,  to  the  management  committee  and 
tho  members  of  the  society  for  once  again 
giving  them  the  privilege  of  enjoying  a day 
together  under  such  happy  circumstances. 

Mr.  F.  Allen  supported,  and  also  thanked 
the  outing  committee. 

Mr.  C.  Bailey  (president),  who  was  given 
a rousing  reception,  responded.  He  was 
sure  that  by  developing  the  social  side  it 
would  stimulate  good  fellowship  as  far  as  the 
South  Suburban  Society  was  concerned,  and 
that  they  would  all  feel  the  better  for  it. 


Mr.  S.  Rees,  one  of  the  Co-ojierative  Party 
organisers  recently  addressed  a meeting  of 
joint  guilds  at  Northumberland  Heath  in 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society's  area  t/n  the  work 
of  the  party,  this  being  'followed  by  a keen 
discussion. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


From  the  city  and  the  village. 

From  the  shop,  the  house,  the  street, 
From  the  nursery  where  the  children 
Claim  quick  hands  and  busy  'eel. 
From  the  sick-room  and  the  kitchen. 

From  the  garden  fresh  and  sweet. 

In  their  thousands  now  our  women 
Send  their  wireless  message  fleet: 

" MY  are  sending,  with  our  offering, 
Thoughts  of  love  and  gratitude: 
Flowers  and  trail  of  your  long  service 
In  the  cause  of  Womanhood 
May  the  bonds  in  which  you've  linked  « < 
liver  strengthen  and  uphold 
Women  in  their  strenuous  struggle 
To  increase  a thousandfold 
All  the  efforts  we  arc  making 
To  create  the  world  anew 
May  your  influence  e’er  guide  «- 
To  the  highest  that  we  know; 

May  the  'Light  that  shines  at  eye: 
Wrap  you  in  its  golden  glow." 

— Lilian  Woodward, 
Manchester  District  Commit  lee. 
Portsmouth  Congress.  June.  /<>-’-  ^ 


TadeaMer  and  Dirt  riel  Co-operative  Society  . 

Boston  Spa  Branch,  Boston  Spa,  Yorks. 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  bo 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  "Women’s  Pages," 
“ Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


FROM  THE  FURTHEST 
OUTPOST. 


HOLIDAYS  AND  LIFE’S  DARK  PATCHES. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS  AT  60  : CO-OPERATORS  AND  OLD 
MEMBERS  : WHAT  IS  THE  MOVEMENT  DOING  ? 


AN  IMPRESSION  OF  THE 
C.W.S.  MEETING. 

WHAT  A WOMAN  AGITATOR 

HAS  TO  SAY. 


Below  we  K‘r# 
the  lines  written 
bv  Aire.  LilinD 
Woodward,  of  the 
Manchester  Di»' 
t-rict  Committee  of 
the  Women's  Co- 
operative Guild  on 
the  occasion  of  W 
retirement  of  Mis* 
Id.  Davies  and  Miss 
Lilian  Harris  fro™ 
the  general  ono 
assistant  sm  rotary- 
ships  of  the  GmM 
The  verse  specialty 
printed  was  P^ 
Mrs.  Woodward.  seated  on  the  oec a- 
• sion  of  the  L‘re_ 

well  gathering  at  Portsmouth  Congress- 


"WOMANS  OUTLOOK'  IN  NE\V 
ZEALAND. 


The  other  week  we  heard  what  Australia 
women  co-operators  think  of  W,,,,,  . 
Outlook.”  Since  then  we  have  roceu-i?  1 
copy  of  “The  New  Zealand  t <»-, .1 
from  tile?  “Women’s  Page*  of  wlij,,],  ’ 
take  tlie  following  cutting : — 

There  has  just  cane  to  hand  the  M,,  • 
number  of  the  “ Woman's  Outlook."*  a 
operative  journal  that  no  guilds. \om,in 
woman  co-operator  can  afford  to  he  v.  itliout 

It  warms  one’s  heart  to  note  the  referent 
in  this  home  journal  to  “our  CuloS 
friends”  and  the  appreciative  t c rnu 
which  our  activities  are  review  ,1.  1 ( j,. 
at  the  ctlier  side  of  the  world,'  ..nys  tb« 
editor  of  the  “Woman’s  Outlook."  • „ J 
know  that  our  sisters  are  thinking  [|,0  ;nrnj 
thoughts;  feeling  emotions  that  w»  |Wv. 
felt ; and  looking  upwards  to  the  same  i,ieiL 
as  ourselves.” 

Yes,  here  in  this  fstr-fltmg  outpost  of  ol 
Empire,  we  remember  the  “ masher  Unit  hij 
reared  us  ” and  the  movement  that  l>rou»hi 
■so  many  blessings  into  our  bonus  ,,v(.r 
there.”  And  this  memorymn-1  i .-  .,|s  ;n,(j 
at*  outlet  in  “service.” — 

It  is  also  tnie  as  our  sister  in  j)](1 
editorial  chair  of  the  “Woman's  Outlook" 
admits:  that  we  have  a perfectly  ev- 
asion of  what  “ Rochdale”  means  Tom 
women,  at  any  rate,  it  mean-  a i,iore 
abundant  life  ” ]_  a better  world  , i • selfish, 
ness  and— more  love!  It  means  that  mine 
and  children  are -coming  into  that  Kingdom 
to  which  they  are  the  rightful  lieu- 


To  Miss  LLEWELYN  DAVIES 
and  Miss  LILIAN  HARRIS. 


times.  What  is  needed,  however,  is 
much  more  than  this.  It  is,  in  short, 
;m  assurance  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  that  the  end  of  the  working  day 
shall  be  free  from  carking  penury  or 
soul-abasing;  dependence  upon  the 
” Parish.” 

But,  perhaps,  we  are  wrong  in  recall- 
ing the  dark  patches  of  life’s  journey  at 
this  holiday  season.  Our  excuse  is  that 
l he  delights  of  sunny  days  and  happy 
hours  by  sea  and  moor  and  mountain 
are.  all  the  deeper  and  more  lasting  in 
their  inspiration,  if  we  blend  with  them 
thoughts  which  help  us  to  plan  for 
greater  permanence  of  happy  days  in 
•he  future.  The  Co-operative  Summer 
.Schools  now  beginning  their  session  at 
Scarborough,  Folkestone,  Plymouth, 
and  at  Brussels  are  happy  examples  of 
the  double  use  to  which  co-operators  can 
put  a holiday.  The  Summer  School 
habit  is  a growing  one,  and  we  wish  that 
more  could  be  held.  We  can  each, 
however,  become  both  a student  and  a 
teacher  of  co-operation  wherever  we  may 
go  or  whatever  form  our  holiday  may 
take,  so  we  withdraw  our  excuses  and 
bid  all  our  readers  a happy,  sunshiny 
holiday  season. 


■b — — ~ — — - « 

HURRAH 1 

| Guildswomen  in  the  Land  of  the 
| Silver  Fern  send  orders  for 

| ‘Woman’s  Outlook.’ 

( “ We  are  pleased  and  delighted 

i with  the  little  magazine,"  they 

\ write. 

| Have  YOU  seen  tbe  August  issue  ? 

I It  is  a Grand  Holiday  Number, 
i ® 

\ ITS  CONTENTS  INCLUDE 

\ Fashions  for  the  Matron  ; Articles  on 
| Politics  and  Babies  ; Women  in 
I Georgia — Their  Beauty,  Charm,  and 
l Home  Life  ; Life  in  America  To-day 
I and  Women’s  Influence  There ; 

• Bairns'  Page, with  "Chum  Charlie’s" 
l Doings  ; and  a Special  Interview  with 
} "A  True  Comrade" — Mrs.  Prosser, 
j the  new  President  of  the  English 
? Women’s  Guild. 


We  are  so  very,  vefy  far  behind  yet 
in  the  art  of  applying  co-operative 
methods  bo  our  social  needs. 

Instances  arise  in  our  mind  of 
genuine,  true,  and  loyal  co-operators, 
who  with  the  utmost  personal  effort 
have  been  unable  rto  provide  any  ade- 
quate protection  against  the  rainy  days 
which  come  at  the  close  of  a laborious 
life.  I’p  to  now  the  movement  has  done 
very  little  indeed  to  meet  the  needs  of 
such.  The  .Scottish  “ Veterans’  Fund,” 
supported  by  the  Scottish  societies, 
occasionally  collected  sums  for  the  sup- 
port of  old  co-operative  workers ; local 
“ Benevolent  Funds  ” for  the  tem- 
porary assistance  of  distressed  members 
--both  are  good,  and  so  far  as  they  go 
effective  means  of  surmounting  bad 


Mrs.  Booth. 

Recently  the  Worcester  Women’s  Guild 
raised  £15  by  a whist  drive.  With  this 
they  furnished  a fancy  work  stall  at  the 
Worcester  Royal  Albert  Orphanage's  bazaar. 


Mrs.  Locw 

by  which  they  made  about  £50.  Mrs.  Lucy 
(president  of  the  bazaar  commtitee)  and 
Airs.  Booth,  two  guildswomen,  worked 
enthusiastically  at  the  stall. 


SOME  CO-OPERATIVE 


EMIGRANTS. 


Thanks  tu  the 
" New  Zealand  (V 
operator,"  »e  ary  ; 
able  to  n produce 
this  photo  i Mi*. 
Stewart,  tin-  prosj. 
dent  of  i in  new  I 
Women Guild  at 
Wellington  iXoi 
Z e a 1 a u cl).  Mrs. 
Stewart  « :'!  be  re- 
menibercJ  Y Scot- 
tish Guild  members 
as  the  founder  and  j 
president  ol  the 
Possilpark  i < ; lasgoww 
Women's  Guild.  To- 
Mus.  Stewart.  day,  both  she  and 
her  husband  are  ! 

workers  for  co-operation  in  New  Zealand, 
Mr.  Stewart  being  a member  of  the  Welling- 
ton Society’s  management  commits.  And 
here,  by  the  way,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  members  of  the  Wellington  j 
Society’s  management  committee  ate  nearty 
all  co-operative  emigrants.  Mr.  ,J.  Head 
belonged  once  to  tbe  Eceles  Society  ; Messrs. 
Southern  and  Winstanley  were  r.inneotod 
•with  the  Great  aud  Little  Belton  Dartven, 
and  H‘?bden  Bridge  societies;  while  Mr.  J. 
Hunter  hails  from  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  C. 
Robinson  did  duty  at  Great  Horton. 


SUMMER  SCHOOLS  AND  HAPPY  FUTURE  DAYS. 


We  spoke  last  week  about  the  possi- 
bilities of  meeting  and  discussing 
various  important  subjects  with  fellow- 
co-operators  whom  we  may  chance  to 
meet  on  holidays. 

We  are  reminded  by  the  letter  of  “ An 
Old  Co-operator  ” in  last  week’s 
‘ 1 Women’s  Pages  ” that  the  matter  < f 
Old-Age  Pensions  is  a very  urgent  one, 
calling  for  speedy  attention  at  tiie  hands 
of  the  country.  Our  correspondent  dis- 
closes what  happens  to  the  independent  • 
minded,  thrifty  co-operator  at  the 
present  time.  After  a life  of  careful, 
loyal  co-operation  our  correspondent 
Was  able  to  subsist  for  five  years  beyond 
the  pensionable  age  upon  the  stored-up 
fruits  of  her  membership  of  the  co- 
operative society.  Vet  wjrcn  the  day 
came  that  she  had  reached  the  end  of 
?Ver  resources,  and  applied  for  the  Old- 
Age  Pension,  as  she  had  every  right  to 
do,  she  was  put  through  a searching 
cross-examination  at  the  hands  of  a 
young  lady  pension  offiefcr  and  then 
kept  waiting  for  many  weeks.  As  Mrs. 
Dewsbury  said  in  her  covering  letter, 
the  administration  needs  revision,  as 
well  as  the  pensions,  since  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  this  is  no  solitary 
instance  of  the  sort  of  humiliating  ex- 
perience applicants  have  to  endure. 

The  members  of  the  Wontcifs.  Co- 
operative Guild,  of  course,  havejnade 
up  their  minds  as  to  whatweforms  are 
necessary-  Their  requirements  arc  : a 
pension  at  the  age  of  sixty  years  payable 
to  all  who  claim  it,  irrespective  of  any 
savings  which  the  elaimaur  mav  have 
been  able  to  gather  by  his  or  her  own 
thrift  or  foresight.  The  Other  point  in 
the  guild's  attitude  towards  "the  ques- 
tion is  that  the  amount  of  the  pension 
shall  ensure  a reasonable  standard  of 
living. 

Events  are  moving  in  the  direction  of 
securing  at  least  the  ventilation  of  this 
ideal  in  Parliament ; for  we  see  that  Mr. 
J.  H.  Thomas,  M.P.,  has  undertaken,  at  the 
request  of  the  National  Union  of  Railwny- 
men,  to  introduce  a Bid  into  the  House  of 
Commons  next  month  providing  for  pensions 
at  sixty  years  of  age  at*  30s.  a week. 

The  machinery  suggested  for  adminis- 
tering the  pension  is  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Commissioners,  and 
the  cost  is  to  be  met  by'  equal  contribu- 
tions from  employee,  employer,  and  the 
State.  To  our  mind  the  Bill  seems  to 
be  narrowed  somewhat  in  its  application 
to  employed  persons,  and  a contributory7 
scheme  has  so  many  loopholes  for  con- 
tracting out,  and  other  ways  of  limiting 
the  real  benefits,  that  it  needs  very  care- 
ful consideration  indeed.  The  wife  or 
the  casual  worker,  the  widow  or  the 
woman  who  cannot  be  brought  under 
the  insurance  scheme  might  quite 
possibly'  be  left  out  of  such  a proposal. 

If  the  Bill  becomes  practical  politics,  we 
must  be  up  and  watching  in  regard  to  its 
proposals,  to  see  that  they  cover  all  the  folks 
who  are  liable  at  the  end  of  a working  life 
to  fait  by  the  way  and  who  should  be  able  to 
call  upon  the  pension  fund  for  a reasonable 
standard  of  living.  As  we  go  about,  then,  on 
our  holidays,  let  us  pick  up  wherever  we  can 
first-hand  information  about  the  working  of 
the  pension  scheme  as  now  administered. 


FOR  WORCESTER’S  ORPHANS. 


One  of  the  most 
remarkable 
speeches  made  at 
toe  recent  C.W.S. 
meeting  in  Man- 
chester was  that 
given  by  Mrs. 
Sproson  (of  Wolver- 
hampton), w h o 
moved  the  Wool- 
wich Arsenal  So- 
ciety’ s resolution 
in  favour  of  card 
voting. 

Seen  afterwards 
by  our  woman  re- 
presentative, Airs. 
Sproson  told  bow 
impressed  she  was 
with  the  C.W.S. 
buildings.  “ They 
stand  out  as  a 
monument  of  what 
the  working  classes 
can  do,”  she  said; 
“ but  I can’t  help  feeling  that  the  great 
Alitchell  Alemorial  Hall,  with  all  its  fine 
workmanship  and  material,  lacks  just  those 
touches  of  art  which  would  have  given  it 
a higher  tone. 

“The  chairman.”  she  continued,  “ is  a 
personality  seldom  met  with.  He  has  a 
mentality  and  a dignity  that  fit  him  for  the 
Woolsack.  I have  pictured. his  face  and 
figure  under  the  wig  and  gown  as  I have  sat 
through  the  meeting.  As  a democrat.  I 
do  not  approve  of  titles  and  the  trappings 
of  office,  so  that  the  announcement,  of  a 
knighthood  being  conferred  on  a C.W.S. 
official  has  not  impressed  me. 

“ I intended  speaking  on  the  £3,000  sub- 
scription to  hospitals,  but  I failed  to  catch 
the  eye  of  the  chairman.  Had  I done  so  I 
should  have  spoken  as  one  who  has  worked 
in  a hospital,  suffered  in  one,  and  now  on 
the  management  committee  of  a hospital, 
convinced  to-day  that  these  institutions 
benefit  more  the  administrators  than  those 
whomr  they  were  designed  to  bless,  and  how 
the  time  has  arrived  when  the  position  of 
hospitals  should  lie  reconsidered.” 

Just  at  this  moment  many  of  the  women 
delegates  present  at  the  meeting  came  to 
congratulate  Airs.  Sproson  on  her  speech, 
ancl  in  response  she  stated  that,  though 
women  have  ail  equal  status  with  men  in 
the  co-operative  movement,  there  is  yet  a 
great  barrier  of  male  prejudice  to  overcome 
before  they -get  an  equal  standing.  “ It  is 
only  by  these  little  efforts,”  she  said.  “ that 
we  shall  break  the  barriers  down.” 

Walking  to  the  tea  rooni,  I recalled  Mrs. 
Sproson’s  work  for  the  militant  suffrage 
agitation.  “Yes,”  she  replied,  “I  was 
early  faced  with  poverty,  and  was  content 
to  go  to  prison  for  women’s  emancipation, 
because  I knew  where  one  girl  survived  and 
overcame  the  evil  conditions  of  life  in  which 
I was  placed,  thousands  went  under;  and 
the  irony  is  that  the  man  who  committed 
me  to  prison  twelve  years  ago  for  refusing 
to  pay  a tax  as  a protest  against  women’s 
political  disability  was  the  one  appointed  to 
declare  me  elected  the  first  woman  councillor 
for  Wolverhampton.” 


Coun.  AIus.  Emma 
Sproson, 

Ol  tin?  management  com- 
mittee ol  the  Wolverhamp- 
ton Society,  who  moved 
(lie  resolution  in  favour  of 
card  voting  al  the  recent 
C.W.S.  meeting. 


Mrs.  Wilson,  7,  Clif ton-avenue,  is  now 
secretary  of  the  Wall  send  Guild. 


July  29,  W22- 
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IF  I WERE  AN  M.P. 

A WORLD  AT  PEACE  AND  A UNITY  OF  NATIONS. 
INTERVIEW  WITH  MRS.  M.  FERGUSON. 


,j fUUrSTPAGES. 

TO  SOLVE  THE  DRINK 

PROBLEM. 

PROVIDE  THE  PEOPLE  WITH 

DECENT  HOUSES. 

Revolting  examples  of  overcrowding  in 
JfauiL vs  tor's  congested  areas  were  made  by 
Councillor  W.  Mellor  at  a meeting  convened 
last  week  by  tlie  Manchester  and  Salford 
'Temperance  Council.  By  helping  to  solve 
housing  problem,  temperance  reformers 
would  be  solving  their  own  problem,  was 
j]ie  speaker’s  contention.  Drink  and  its 
attendant  evils  were  due  partly  to  over- 
cjYi'vding  and  bad  housing  conditions. 

Out  of  150,000  houses  in  Manchester 
100  000  of  these  were  insanitary  and*  ugly; 
05 1 per  cent,  of  tlie  city’s  dwellings 
iiad  been  built  by  private  enterprise, 
and  not  10  per  cent.  had  ' baths. 
Out  of  a 13s.  rate  10s.  went  for  education, 
ppliool  clinics,  reformatories,  and  sanitation. 

, Xot  half  that  amount  need  be  spent  if  tlie 
1 citizens  would  help  to  solva  the  housing 
problem.  The  speculative  builder  had 
failed  to  build  decent  houses  for  tlie  people. 
l,ut  the  bouses  the  municipality  was  erecting 
were  a credit  to  the  city.  On  these  various 
municipal  estates  it  would  he  practically 
| impossible  for  any  person  to  keep  a licensed 
house.  And  some  of  the  corporation’s 
houses  bad  cost  £100  loss  than  those  built 
by  private  contractors. 

Referring  to  the  present-day  evils  of  over- 
crowding, Councillor  Mellor  mentioned  two- 
uusavoury  coses.  A boy  of  twelve,  as  a 
result  of  sleeping  with  Ills  sister,  contracted 
venereal  dioea.se.  and  a gnTo-f  eleven  got  the 
disease  from  sleeping  with  her  two  brothers. 

Because  the  bye-laws  did  not  give  the 
corporation  control  over  houses  at  more  than 
! 8s.  a week  rental,  the  authorities  could  not 

interfere  in  tire  case  of  a house  at  10s.  a 
week  rental  let  to  lodgers  at  J2s.  Gd.  to 
14s.  6d.  a week  for  a certain  number  of 
rooms.  Nineteen  persons-  lived  in  this 
house,  and  every  room  was  occupied,  even 
the  kitchen.  The  landilady  received  over 
£4  a week  from  the  occupants. 

A member  of  the  audience  drew  attention 
io  twu  houses  in  a certain  district,  both 
owned  by  one  person,  who  lot  the  rooms 
| furnished  at  9cf.  a night.  The  furniture 
comprised  a bedstead  and  chair,  and  there 
[■  was  a shocking  lack  of  privacy.  One  of  the 
I rooms  was  occupied  by  a family,  the  man 
[ had  cun  • been  a certified  chemist,  but  had 
| fallen  through  drink.  The  owner  made  over 
I £3  a week  clear  profit,  after  C-s.  a Meek  had 
f been  allowed  for  repairs  avid  damaged 
B.  furniture. 

| In  1311,  concluded  the  speaker,  26.000 
[ houses  in  .Manchester  were  declared  unlit 
, lor  habitation.  To-meet  the  demand,  2,000 

| house,  .i  year  should  he  erected,  but  since 

1914  only  2.742Jiad  been  putTup.  The  best 
py  of  fighting  intemperance  was  bv  alter- 
ing the  conditions  of  the  people  rather  than 
by  calling  in  the  aid  of  suppressive 
| legislation. 


The  North-East  Devon  District  held  a con- 
ference at  St.  Sidwell’s.  Exeter,  recently, 
when  Mrs.  Perkins  (Teignmouth)  was 
in  the  chair,  and  Mrs.  Brooks  (president  of 
St.  Sidwell’s  Guild)  welcomed  tlie  delegates. 
The  annual  report,  presented  by  Mrs. 
Mudge.  drew*  attention  to  the  two  new 
blanches  at  Kingsteignton  and  Brixham. 
and  Mrs.  Sansom  (sectional  secretary)  spoke 
mi  "The  Co-operative  Union.”  The  elec- 
tions resulted  in  Mrs.  Sercombe  as  presi- 
dent. Mrs.  Weeks  treasurer.  Mrs.  Mudge 
secretary,  and  Mesdames  Luscombe,  Stans- 
bury,  and  Pearce  committee. 


“ True,  Nottingham  was  not  won  for  co- 
operation, but,”  said  Mrs.  Ferguson,  seen  by 
our  woman  representative  immediately  after 
the  election,  we  have  much  to  be  proud  of. 
particularly  of  the  way  in  which  the  h 
society  threw-  in  its  whole  strength, 
satisfied  that  once  boards  of 
management  realise- what  poli- 
tics mean  to  the  co-operative 
movement,  success  will  come. 

“Yes,  it,  is  true,”  she  con- 
tinued, “ I was  interviewed  as 
a co-operative  candidate  for 
East  Nottingham,  but  once 
Mr.  Jones  was  selected  I 
threw  my  whole  soul  into  tlie 
fight  for  getting  him  returned. 

It  is  not  a personal  matter 
with  me,  but  I do  feel  that  if 
two  or  three  well-known  co- 
operative women  were  adopted  • 
as  candidates,  it  would  open 
up  tlie  way  for  others.  Our 
movement  ought  to  recognise 
that  co  - operatively  trained 
women,  as  well  ns  men.  must 
be  sent  to  th^  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  order  that  together 
they  con  bring  that  practical 
knowledge  and  time  co-opera- 
tive vision  into  legislation  so 
much  needed  at  the  present 
time. 

" What  would  I do  if  an  M.P.?  Well, 
so  many  things  surge  up  before  niy  vision 
that  it  is  very  difficult  in  a -hurt  interview 
to  say  which  is  the  nearest  and  most  impor- 
tant, hut  there  are  three  Things  of  such 
immediate  importance  and  on  which  so  many 
other  things  depond.  (1)  Some  revision  of 
the  Peace  Treaty  is  reeded,  and  I would  give 
all  assistance  I possibly  could  to  these’  who 
are  striving  for  a real  peace  as  a basis  of 
European  reconstruction.  (2)  There  is  the 
question  of  Russia.  I think  we  need  to 
recognise  that  Russia  is  a fallen  ally  and  not 
a beaten  foe,  and  as  such  our  treatment  must 
not  be  as  hitherto.  There  are  suih  immense 
resources  in  Russia  so  necessary  to  the  life 
of  the  community,  to  say  nothing  of  tlie 
great  struggle  for  freedom  which  its  people 
have  waged  that  some  other  methods  must 
he  tried,  and  at  once.  (3)  There  is  the  ques- 
tion of  the  war  debt  which  is  not  only  crush- 
ing the  workers  to-day,  but  unless  the 
capital  levy  or  some  equally  effective 
measure  is  applied,  the  debt  will  be  ban  led 
down  to  posterity.  Trim,  as-ymi  say,  these 
are  big  questions,  but  their  hearing  on  the 
tilings  that  matter  in  cur  lives  as  workers  is 
so  great  that  all  workers’  representatives 
must  focus  their  attention  on  theni.  On 
them  depends  what  we  can  do  in  regard  to 
housing  and  health  and  education. 


The  ‘‘  Co-operative  News,”  “ Woman’s 
Outlook.”  and  the  co-operative  daily  news- 
paper that  is  so  much  needed  were  all  dis- 
cussed in  an  optimistic  mood  by  the  members 
of  the  Oldham  Industrial  Guild  on  Thursday 
of  last  week,  when  Mr.  J.  A.  Flanagan,  the 
editor-in-chief,  addressed  Them  under  the 
presidency  of  Mrs.  Hardeni.  Mr.  Flanagan, 
who  congratulated  the  members  on  the  ex- 
cellent attendance,  thanked  them  for  the 
support  they  had  already  given  to  the  co- 
operative press,  and  urged  them  to.  improve 
upon  their  own  good  work  in  that  respect. 

The  President^  Mrs.  Renner,  Mrs.  Frost, 


“ It  is  in  regard  to  these  domestic  matters 
where  I think  women  have  their  work  cut 
out  in  legislation,  and  as  a working-class 
mother  I should  resist  all  attempts  to  cut  • 
down  legislation  in  Housing,  Health,  and 
Economy  under  the  plea  of  economy.  True 
economy  is  wise  spending,  and 
if  there  is  not  sufficient  in  the 
nation’s  purse  to  do  all  the 
politicians  desire,  then  the 
things  to  he  cut  out  should  be 
for  the 
and  is 
in  which 
healthy  and  ccn- 
I should  stand 
always  for  thona  tilings  which 
make  for  health,  happiness, 
and  progress.  1 am  not  a 
visionary,  but  experience  lias 
taught  me  that  in  the  over- 
crowded state  of  the  com- 
munity there  can  be  neither 
health  nor  happiness.  Houses 
are  of  the  first  importance. 

“ Further,  in  these  black 
days  of  unemployment  and  in 
many  instances  of  sheer  want, 
we  ought  to  increase  rather 
than  diminish  our  help  for  the 
mothers  and  babies  in  their 
weakened  state  after  the  long 
years  of  worry  and  turmoil. 
Therefore  my  policy  would  always  be  safety 
in  the  health  of  tlie  people  first,  instead  of 
perpetuating  the  .03  population.  Regard- 
ing education,  my  stand  would  be  very 
. definite,  viz.,  tlie  fulfilment  of  the  pledge 
given  to  the  nation  by  the  application  of  the 
Fisher  Act,  and  more,  would  have  my 
whcle-hearted  support. 

No,  I have  no  illusions  cm  the  subject  of 
bow  far  one  person  can  help.  I know  my 
own  limitations.  I should  never  want  to 
become  a professional  politic  i in,  hut  just  to 
carry  into  the  work  of  the  legislature  that 
spirit  which  has  helped  me  in  my  endeavour 
to  help  others  in  the  many  activities  in  my 
life,  to  use  that  practical  knowledge  I have 
-gained  by  years  of  service  in  the  co-operative 
movement;  and,  above  all,  to  help  to  build 
np  a great  unity  of  nations  .ry  co-operative 
methods.”  a.  p .p 


A meeting  of  . the  Middleton  Junction 
Guild  was  held  recently,  when  Mr.  East- 
hope  (vice-chairman  of  the  society's  educa- 
tion committee)  spoke  on  “ Co-operation.  ’ 
illustrating  the  meaning  by  various  similes. 
He  quoted  R askin’ s- words’:  “ Tiie  man  who 
can  speak,  think,  and  see,  Ls  the  man  who 
lives.”  Life,  he  said,  is  the  most  " Glorious 
gift  of  God.” 


Mrs.  Booth,  and  others  hail  kind  things  to 
say  about  the  “ News  ” and  the  ” Outlook,” 
and  all  were  convinced  of  the  importance 
ol  a big  circulation  for  each  of  tlie  National 
Society  s publications.  Seventy-nine  copies 
of  the  “ Outlook  ” and  a number  of  copies 
of  the  “ New’S  ” were  sold  at  the  meeting. 


The  Huddersfield  Guild  members  closed 
their  winter  programme  recently  with  a 
Concert  given  by  themselves,  and  over  £5 
was  raised  for  the  Guild  fluids.-  A repeat 
performance  realised  nearly  £4.  and  lias 
been  handed  over  to  the  local  "Victoria 
Nursing  Association. 


GUILD  TESTIMONIAL 
FUND. 

Dear  Madam, — Since  Congress  several 
further  contributions  have  been  received  to- 
wards the  above  tund,  and  the  amount  sub- 
scribed up  to  date  is  £765  ls.  lid.  I think 
you  will  agree  that  ibis  is  a remarkable  sun 
to  be  contributed  by  working  women  during 
the  present  period,  and  shows  how  sincere 
the  guilds  were  in  their  wish  to  have  sonic 
lasting  testimony  to  the  splendid  work  done 
by  Miss  M.  Llewelyn  Davies  and  Mis? 
Harris.  As  Miss  LI.  Davies  is  at  last  hav- 
ing a long  needed  rest,  the  fund  is  still  at 
the  C.AY.S.  Bank.  I here  wish  to  thank  all 
the  branch  secretaries  who  enclosed  kind 
messages  to  myself  as  well  as  to  our  late 
secretaries.  I tried  to  answer  all  contribu- 
tions with  a personal  letter,  hut  as  Con- 
gress approached  I sometimes  had  to  lx 
content  with  sending  only  a formal  receipt. 
A statement  of  the  fund  to  date  is  enclosed. 
— Tours,  Arc.,  Mary  B.  Dewsbury. 

July  24th.  1922. 

Guild  Testimonial  Fund. 

Receipts. 

Cash  in  Bank  £765  1 11 

Bank  Interest  £2  17  2 


£767  19  1 

Expenditure. 

Postage,  Stationery.  Receipt 

Stamps  Circulars  £5  2 4 

Cash  at  Bank  £762  16  9 


£767  19  1 


PERSISTENCY  BRINGS 
SUCCESS. 

Miss  Allen*  (llei- 
gate).  who  has  just 
been  elected  secretary 
of  the  Surrey  Dis- 
trict Association  of 
t li  e Co-operative 
Union,  and  who  has 
also  been  re-elected 
to  her  society’s  man- 
agement committee. 
But.  still  busier.  Miss 
Alleu  has  been  ap- 
pointed vice  - presi- 
dent of  the  South 
Suburban  education 
executive. 

Delegate,*  to  the 
Portsmouth  Congress 
will  remember  hov. 
she  c hampioned  the  cause  of  the  casual;  poor, 
anti  how  since  in  the  ” Women's  Pages  ” she 
has  supported  those  viows.  Then,  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Reignte  Guardians  sin 
moved  a resolution  asking  the  Ministry  of 
Healtli  to  receive  a deputation  requesting 
that  the  Croydon  casual  wards  be  >-e-op?ned 
This  resolution  was  carried,  and  tlie  deputa- 
tion appointed  included  Miss  Allen  herself. 


Mr.  Grimes,  a member  of  the  Woolwich 
Society,  and  of  Ruskin  College.  Oxford,  was 
the  speaker  at  the  East  Oxford  district  con- 
ference on  the  9th  inst.  He  told  of  the 
growth  and  activities  of  the  C.W.S. 

The  South  Norwood  Guild  recently  cele- 
brated its  fourth  anniversary,  when  a social 
was  held  at  Penge.  and  Mrs.  Ash  (guild  pre- 
sident) welcomed  the  230  delegate*.  One 
of  the  oldest  guildswomen  spoke  of  the  gooo 
work  done  by  Mrs.  Ash.  and  later  in  the 
evening  she  was  presented  with  a basket  ol 
growing  bulbs  in  full  bloom.  The  guild  mem- 
bers after  tea  gave  a sketch  entitled 
“ Jackets.” 


Mrs.  Ferguson, 
Secretary  of  the  Nor- 
thern Section  oif  the 
English  Women’s 
Guild,  who  tells  what 
she  would  do  if  a 
co-operative  M.P. 


unproductive  expenses 
nation  which  succeeds 
prosperous  is  the  one 
its  units  are 
tented,  and 


OUR  OWN  PRESS. 


Miss  Allen. 
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C.W.S. 

Soaps 

are 

obtainable 

at 

Co-operative 

Stores 

only. 


{feu  are  <7oaf?sfay& 


in  using  the  toilet  soaps 
madeforyou  in  your  own 
works  and  distributed  by 
your  store.  Made  from 
the  purest  materials  ob- 
tainable, these  soaps  will 
not  injure  the  skin  in  any 
way.  ^ They  are  most 
deliciously  scented  and 
pleasant  to  use. 


J7ender 


and  for  young  children  there  are  no 
finer  or  better  qualities  made  than 

C.W.S  Cold  Cream  and 
Medicated  Skin  Soaps 


f> 


& Com  for  tab fe  j&fuwe 

The  first  essential  is  a good  soap 
with  a nice  creamy,  lasting  lather. 
This  is  assured  if  you  use 

C.W.S 

Shaving  Soap 


Only 
C.W.S. 
Soaps 
should 
be  sold 
at 

Co-operative 

Stores. 


’ 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


(Correspondents  arc  requested  (o  write  in  Ink, 
fine  sido  of  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly.  Elating 
*gc,  ecx,  occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
■"noins-de-plumo  " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
j'.'unes  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  nculo 
. onditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  bo  con- 
-idered.  Address,  “The  Doctor,”  " Co-operative  News,’ 
•oug  Uillgate,  Manchester.  1 

“ H.  I).  N.” — It  is  good  to'linve  you  spool 
•..)  highly  of  the  iustitution  you  refer  to 
uid  I only  wish  I was  at  liberty  to  recom- 
mend it  specially  by  mime. 

‘5  Despondent.” — At  your  age — sixty 

years — I fear  I can  only  recommend  ^ the 
.iolicy  of  grinning  and  biding.”  Medicine 
. an  do  little  or  nothing  for  you. 

"Tiumper.” — Two  much  standing  in  one 
position  is  the  probable  cause.  I think  it 
would  be  better  if  you  could  have  the 
wenty  to  twenty-five  miles  walking  exercise 
better  distributed  than  taking  it  all  during 
he  week-end. 

‘‘Six  Bei.ls.” — That  feeling  of  “ seeming 
i lie  unable  to  breathe  properly  ” arises  from 
:ervousness.  You  probably  take  too  little 
•xercise  in  the,  open,  air  owing  to  .vour  Occu- 
pation. Try  and  get  more  and  see  what 
-hat  will  do  for  you. 

“ M.  D.  L.” — The  best  treatment  is  for 
ou  to  adopt  the  mental  method  suggested 
your  letter ; taking  plenty  of  out-of-doors 
•xercise  and  a course  of  syrup  of  hypophos- 
phites,  one  ten  spoonful  three  times  a day, 
Don't  worry,  things  will  work  right  in  time 

“ Laddie.” — I agree  with  your  doctor’s 
advice,  and  think  the  only  effective  treat- 
ment of  your  condition  is  by  rest  in  bed 
.or  a while  longer.  Nothing  taken  inter 
nally  nor  applied  outwardly  can  help  you 
as  much  as' that  can,  and  I advise  you" 
still  “ go  by  your  doctor’s  orders.” 

“ Cashier.” — I do  not  think  that  sug 
has  anything  to  do  witji  the  condition  v 
refer  to — which  is  not  an  easy  one  to 
“cure,”  neither  medicine  inr,r  niall.v  nor 

■ ubbing  externally  having  much  beneficial 
effect.  Gentle  walking  exercise  and  wearing 

n elastic  kneecap  are  likely  to  be  helpful 

Corns  (“Sufferer”). — A good  plan  of 
treatment  is  to  soften  the  horny  over-growth 
with  repeated  applications  of  a 20  per  cent, 
salicylic  acid  plaster,  and  after  forty-eight 
hours'  soaking  the  foot  thoroughly  in  hot 
water,  when  the  corn  can  be  gently  levered 
Irom  its  bed.  To  avoid  recurrence,  strict 
attention  must  be  paid  to  the  footwear, 

“ Parasites  in  Children's  Heads.” — A 
ood  treatment  of  these  is  by  soaking  the 
:air  with  liquid  paraffin  and  letting  it  dry 
: i — taking  the  special  precaution  of  prevent- 
lg  contact  with  a light.  Afterwards  wash 
with  soft  soap,  drying  thoroughly,  and 
•umbing  out  with  a small  tooth  comb.  ' It  is 
,;ood  to  know  that  you  are  “an  admirer  of 
our  Medical  Column,.” 

“ Verr.  Sap.” — Your  “ white  tongue  ” is 
. robably  due  to  a form  of  dyspepsia,  which 
may  be  relieved  by  this  medicine: — Cor- 
onate of.  bismuth,  1 drachm;  mix  vomica, 
drachms;  compound  tincture  of  rhubarb, 
drachms ; spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms ; 
water  to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoomful 
Diree  time's  a day. 

“ L'a  Ha.” — I agree  with  you  that  “ at 
ifty-six  you  ought  to  be  thankful  never  to 
have  had  rheumatism  before.”  You  might 
‘rv  this  medicine: — Iodide  of  potash, 
raclims;  bicarbonate  of  potash,  2 drachms; 
spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms';  infusion  of 
entian  to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoon  fid 
three  times  a day.  Your  habits  are  all  in 
our  favour. 

“ Hopeful  Seasideu.” -(I)  The  throat 
rendition  is  due,  in  the  main,  to  nervous- 
ess,  for  which  you  might  take  this  medi- 
utie: — Bromide  of  potash,  2 drachm  >; 
ineture  of  valerian,  2 drachms;  emulsion  of 
lilorolorm,  2 drachms;  camphor  water  to  8 
unces.  One  tiblespoonful  three  times  a 
.iy.  (2)  Try  rubbing  i:i  ‘‘White 

"recipitate  ” ointment;  afterwards  ;-omb- 
- : ig  out  the  “ scurf.” 

“ Thank  You.” — I presume  this  is  meant 
or  your  “ lioin-de-plume.”  You  omit  your 
ame  and  address— a breach  of  our  rules 

■ lie  following  medicine  will  probably  do  you 

;ood  : — Powdered  Turkey  rhubarb,  ‘ 1 

rachm ; carbonate  of  magnesia,  \ drachm; 
•icarbonate  of  sodu,  1 drachm ; tincture  of 
.inger,  2 drachms.:  emulsion  of  chloroform 

I drachm;  peppermint  water  to  8 ounces! 
hie  tablespoonful  three  times  a clay. 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  (•  H C ”)  — 

1 presume  this  was  the  medical  diagnosis’ of 
,UUT  “case,”  upon  discharge  from  The 
army.  It  so,  you  were  probably  fcdd  of  the 
-eriouo  nature  of  the  complaint  at  the  time 
nd  that  you  can  do  little  for  ils  treatment 
beyond  taking  the  remedies  you  were  recom 
mended— such  as  malt  and  cod  liver  oil  - 
•m-e  form  of  iron— such  .as  syrup  of  iodide 
-t  iron;  with  hygienic  living  and  plenty  of 
. ood  food  and  fresh  air. 

“ Hubby’s  Treasure.”— Forty  years  of 
•ge  is  rather  early  tor  “ change,”  as  a rule 
he  answer  to  your  “Why?”  is  not  easy! 
s you  say,  it  might  need  “a  lot  of  ex- 
liination  flic  “pain”  is  probably  neu- 
atg'c  if  there  is  “ no  lump  or  anything  to 
3 '?lfc  J n,ntl  Die  chances  are  that  there  is 
° ‘growth  coming.”  As  there  is  evi- 
ently  some  local  weakness,  you  should 
ca  canny  ” as  regards  snob  work  as  jvash- 
ig  . the  floor,  turning  the  mangle,  &c 
-void  constipation — by  diet,  not  by  drugs 


CALENDAR. 


JULY. 

29  S.  Airedale  Worsl<*d  Man ufuqtu ring  _ Society- — 
Half-yearly  Mooting,  in  the  Co-oj>eraVivo 
Assembly  Room,  Suubridge-rond,  Bradford, 

,,  ,,  Educational  Secretaries'  Association  (JJorthi 
Section).— Conference  in  Die  Newcas 

Society's  Guild  Room,  Darn  Crook,"  Ni 
oa-stle-upon-Tyne,  at  3-n.iu,  .Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " Week-end  Schools.”  Address  by 
Mr.  A.  C.  Senior  (Middlesbrough). 

„ ,,  Joint  Committees  of  Management  (Manchester 
District).— Conference  at  til?  Literary  Insti- 


nient."  Paper  by  Mr.  T.  Goodwin. (C.W.S. 
Bank  manager). 

Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educational 
Association. — Conference  in-ihe  P.S.A.  Hall, 
Belle  Vug-road,  Wrexham,  nl  3 p.m.  Su 
ject  for  discussion  : " Adult  Education. 

Address  by  Mr.  ,1.  W.  Murray,  M.A.  (Bootle). 

Midland  Section. — Birmingham  District  Con- 
feronc.'.  in  the  Meeting  Room  of  the  Kid- 
derminster Society,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Congress  pa|>er; 
to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  A.  Barber  (Kid- 

North-Western  Section. — North  Lonsdale  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Oo-opc-rative  Stores, 
Kirkby-iri-Furness  at  2-20  p in.  Subject 
for  discussion  : Mr.  G.  Riddle’s  Congress 
paper  to  be  introduce  by  Jlr.  J.  Walker 
(Kirkby). 

North-Western  Section.— Oldliani  District  Con- 
ference, on  tlie  Hurst  Brook  Society's  Pre 
mises,  Hillgate-sireet,  Ashton-under-Lyne, 
nt  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  consideration 
Mr.  G Riddle's  Congress  paper;  to  be  in 
troduced  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Gartside. 

AUGUST. 


3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " A Co- 
operative Society's  Balance  Sheet."  Paper 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTE 
•&  ALLIED  WORKERS-Thc  N.U.D.A.W, 


THE  NEW  DAWN" 

The  " Readab's  " Trad?  Union 
Taper.  PubUshsd  fortnight'/ 
ton  Saturdays).  Price  2c',, 
Iron  brui-h  aecretariej,  or  3d. 
rort  free  Irom  Central  Office— 

" Ottjdey,1'  Wilmslow  Road, 
Fallowfield.  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BOOT  MANAGER.— Wanted,  a competent  MANAGER 
for  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Department. — Applications, 
stating  age  and  qualifiixitions,  must  reach  the  Society's 
Office  not  later  than  Monday,  July  31st,  addressed  "to 
Secretary.  Co-operative  ‘Society  Limited,  1,  Mug- 
dalene-sUeet,  Taunton. 


CAPABLE  FIRST  ASSISTANT  Required;  well  up 
both  sides  and  witli  experience  ot  country  trade, 
taking  charge  later  of  country  branch— 
Apply,  giving  particulars  of  present  position,  experf- 
•Mice,  wages,  when  at  liberty,  and  references,  to  Co- 
rporative Society,  _Chesham,  Bucks. 

DRAPERY. — Smart  MAN  Wanted  for  Manchester  and 
Dresses;  good  window-dresser  essential. — Write, 
stating- age,  wages,  and  previous  experience,  and  copies 
of  testimonials,  to  Co-operative  Society,  Sittingbourne. 

FARM  MANAGER  Required  for  600  aero  Farm  in 
Essex,  to  take  entire  charge;  half  .arable  and 
half  .pasture  land;  must  have  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  management  of  large  dairy  herd  and  medium  strong 
arable  land. — State  age,  experience,  salary  required, 
Z.  D.,  323,”  c/o  Deacon's,  Leadenhall-st.,  London. 

Furniture  department.— wanted,  a first-class 

SALESMAN,  with  a full  knowledge  of  Furniture, 
Carpets,  Linoleum,  &o.,  Crockery  and  Hardware;  to 
be  under  departmental  manager;  must  lie  capable  of 
supervision  of  stall;  none  only  thoroughly  efllcient 
ms  need  apply.— State  wages,  age,  experience,  with 
references,  to  the  Conunittee  of  Management, 
Accrington  and  Church  Co-operative  Society,  5.  Oak- 
street,  Accrington,  endorsed  “ Salesman,"  on  or  before 
August  2nd. 

Furnishing.— Wanted,  smart  man  os  manager 

and  BUYER  for  a progressive  ‘society;  must 
have  had  previous  experience  in  furnislung,  hardware, 
and  crockery,  Ac. — Apply,  stating  age,  wage,  and 


,‘fercncos,  to  Box  22,  " Co-operative  Nev 


' M/c. 


GENERAL  MANAGER  Wanted  for  Willington  Cm 
operative  and  Industrial  Society  Ltd.,  Willington, 
Co.  Durham ; membership  2,760;  must  be  a strict  dis- 
ciplinarian, organiser,  and  able  to  supervise  the  whole 
of  tlie  departments  and  three  branches  ot  tlie  society; 
state  wage  required.— Applications,  personal  or  ‘in 
writing — personal  preferred— to  be  made  to  the  Coni- 
inittee  on  Monday  oyeiiing,  July  31st,  at  6-30  p.m, 

GREENGROCER  amt  FRUITERER  Wanted;'  must' bo 
good  buyer  and  salesman;  able  to  push  trade 
and  take  charge ; permanency  to  good  mail.— Apply, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  wage  required,  to  Tam- 
wortli  Industrial  Cooperative  Society  Limited,  5,  Cole- 
liill,  Tuinworth. 


ENERAL. MANAGER  Wanted  by  the  Twcedsido  In- 
X dustrial  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Bcrwick-on- 
I weed ; central  and  brancli  premises,  comprising  15 
departments;  must  be  a good  grocery  buyer,  strict 
disciplinarian,  and  capable  organiser;  wage  at  present 
£6  7s.  3d.  per  week,  subject  to  N.U.C.O.  scale.— Appli- 
' by  letter  only. 'endorsed  "General  Manager" 
ago,  previous  experience,  present  position, 
qua  lficotions,  and  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials, 
to  be  sent  to  Secretary's  Office,  Wain-street,  Tweed- 
mouth,  not  later  than  Tuesday,  August  1st. 

Haworth  industrial  co-operative  society 

LIMITED. — Wanted,  TEMPORARY  CLERK;  com- 
petent co-operative  bookkeeper;  trade  muon  wages  — 
Applications,  stating  age  and  qualifications,  to  he  in 

for  Monday.  August  7th,  endoreed  "Clerk." 

REPRESENTATIVE. — Wanted,  a REPRESENTATIVE 
for  Lancashire  district ; salary  and  expenses  paid, 
—apply,  not  later  tlmn  August  10th,  to  Secretary 
Leicester  Anchor  Boot  and  Shoe  Productive  Society 
Limited,  Asfordby-st,reet.  Leicester. 

THE  Committee  of  Caw]  I- rrabe  (.  longhfold)  Indus-" 
triat  Society  Ltd.  desire  to  thunk  tlie  remaining 
30  applicants  for  tlie  position  of  SECRETARY,  and  br-g 
to  intimate  that  (lie  vacancy  lias  been  filled  by  tlie 
apiH.intinent  of  Mr.  Herbert  1‘hethcnri  (Ifaslinfiten). 
W ANTED,  smart  YOUNG  LADY  for  Bootlind'si.w 
T,  -be  ,0,li:  experienced  in  sale*, 

stockkeeping,  and  window-dr.,>ssfiig ; muon  scale  of 
wages  paid.— Applications  'flint  post,  August  1st,  stat- 
ing age,  expenence,  and  roferonees.  addressed  Manager 
Cdroperative  Bcciety,  Ulversfon.  ’ 

WWP',  V0UNti  T'ADY  as  FIRST-HAND ' for 
v v Central  Drapery  Department;  must  be  tho- 
roughly efficient  in  all  sections.— Apply,  stating  age 
wages  required,  experience,  and  two  copies  of  testa- 
moruals,  to  Mamigmg  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society, 
Hnrnior-street.,  Gravesend.  • • - ' 

WA^J,ED'  ^rt^biss  MAN,  to  take  charge  of 
Bakery  Department ; must  lie  good  bn-ad  baker 
and  well  up  in  smalls.— Apply  by  letter,  not  lat<ri-  tlian 
August  2nd,  stating  age,  wage;  and  experience,  to 
<U*iDiui  n>A  nn.i  Co-operative  S-»  i i\  Ltd; 


WANTED,  a DILI  PER  Y MANAGER  or  MAN- 
AGERESS; trade  about.  £80  weekly.— Slate  age 
wages,  and  full  particulars  of  experience  by  Tuesday, 
August  8th,  to  the  Committee,  Co-operative  Society 
Limit-id,  Winner-street,  Paignton,  Devon. 


"¥X7"ANTED,  a fully-qualiflcd  CHEMIST  io  lake  diargd 
* * of  new  department  about  to  be  openesl.— 
Apply,  stating  age,  wage,  experience,  quaLiHcationfl, 
and  salary,  to  the  General  Manager,  Oo-onerativo 
Society,  Barry,  Glum. 


'VTlil'NG  LADY  BOOKKEEPER  and  TYPIST  for 
JL  Country  Bakery  and  Qroggry  Shop:  must  undcr- 
stand  transfers  ami’ leakage  nixoiuits— State  age,  ex- 
perience, and  woges  requiretl  to  Box  19,  " Co-opera- 
tive News,”  Manchester. 

SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

A SSISTANTS,  MANAGERS,  BUYERS,  WARE- 
HOUSEMEN,  CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
.JOHN  TunNEfl,  Gereiul  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Wardiousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.l. 

OAkERS— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
J3  '/ales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
oru  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banpibld,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sr.dney-strcot,  London,  S.W. 

|L>  and  CONFECTIONER  seeks  POSITION;  well 

AJ  up  in  slabs,  pies,  and  fancies;  single;  excellent 
references— Box  23,  " Co-operative  News."  Manchester. 
IT- RANCH  MANAGER,  Grocery  and  Provisions,  Ac., 
desiTe.s  CHANGE;  18  years'  co-operative  experi- 
ence; 12  years  present  ixisition;  strict  disciplinarian; 
keem  contentious  worker— Box  21,  " Oo-opc-rative 
News,  Manchester. 

/“NANlASsEK  for  lapsed-  and  new  members;  also 
W complaints  investigator;  energetic  MAN,  25  years 
co-operntbr,  desires  a jiosition  as  above— Box  18, 
'■  Co-operative  J(ews,"  Manchester.  - 

1>  E-ENGAGEMENT  De.srred  as  MANAGER,  Grocery 
JL%.  or  General;  38  years'  cq'op'erative  experience, 
oO  years  as  manager  in  southern  district;  conscien- 
tious worker;  life  abstainer— Box  15,  " Co-operative 
News,”  Manchester. 

CKI  RKlAin  — Po-ilion  desired  with  small  society; 
LT  15  years'  practical  experience  in  oo-operative 
accountancy ; up-to-date  knowledge  of  departmental 
acenunts  and  balance  sheet  compilation;  fully  conver- 
sant with  nil  phases  of  secretarial  practice;  present 
position  assistant-secretary,  society  £600,000  trade  per 
annum  ; . holder  of  Co-operative  Union's  Secretaries' 
Diploma,  Auditing  and  Accountancy  Certificates;  short- 
hand-typist.— Write  Box  17,  “ Co-operative  News," 

Manchester. 

APARTMENTS. 

TTARMOUTH. — Co-operative  visitors  are  invited  to 
JL>  trade  at  the  STORES,  HIGH-ST.,  where  they  will 
get  their  favourite  brands  in  Groceries  and  Provisions 

TTOUGLAS. — " Claremont,"  Loch  Promenade;  PrL 
XT  Hotel  and  Boarding  Estab. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  ••  Claremont,"  Douglas.—  Tariff  .from 
C.  N.  Chadwick.  Proprietor. 

J-O.M— Miss  B.  Caixister,  " Endcliffe,” 
A-“  Bucks-road,  for  Comfortable  Apartments; 

book  early;  cable  cars  put  you  down  at  the  door; 
established  over  forty  years. 

■ .\UUGL»\S.  I.O.M.— Mrs.  lIon.NK,  late  of  Flixton  and 
XT  Irlain;  7 minutes  from  boat ; most  central;  home 
from  home;  terms  moderate—”  SenclitT,”  6,  CThurch-rd. 

TTOUGLAS,  I.O.M— Mrs.  Taylor  is  now  booking 
XT  dutes;  home  comforts;  prettiest  part  of  Douglas— 
6^  Qneen’s-aveniie. 

MORECAMBE,  C. — Mrs.  Barnes,  Aster  House,  34, 
Euslon-grove;  Apartments;  bath;  near  Prom. 
and  amusements;  pinno. 


SCARBOROUGH— NORTH  CLIFF— TINDALL'S  Board- 
J mg  House,  3,  Blenheim-tcrrace.  Uninterrupted 
a view.  Liberal  cuisine. 


. — Open  May  to  September; 

minimum  terms,  35s.  weekly. — Apply,  Camp,  United 
Co-operativo  Baking  Society  Ltd.,  12,  M'Neil-street, 
Glasgow. 


WANTED.— All  Co-operative  Visitors  to  the  popu- 
lar  Seaside  Resort  of  CLEETHORPES  ore  in- 
vited to  dine  at  the  Grimsby  Society's  Co-operative ; 
Dife,  U,  High-street,  Cleethorpes.  Quality;  Scrvioe; 
and  Prices  to  suit  all.  Large  or  small  parties  catered 
lor.  Close  to  station,  pier,  sands,  and  amusements. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


C°'?™S  SUPPORT  C’O-OPERATORS. — 

C1MRIC"  CONCERT  PARTY;  first-class 
artistes; , all  eo-oporators;  open  for  engagemeurts, 
season  1922  23;  special  terms  to  movement— Full  par- 
ticulars from  N.v-retnry,  68,  Duke-street,  Old  Trallord, 


EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES — NOTE. 

MBARITZ  OPERATIC  and  MUSICAL  GRAMO- 
. i'HONE  LECTURES;  no  speaker  or  con- 
cert party  needed ; the  success  of  last  season ; alt 
English. — Terms  to  C.W.S.  Concert-  Agency, 


Records 
Monoheste 

Prof.  VALVO,  Royal*  Punch  and  Judy;'  Dog 
"Toby  Ventriloquism,  So.;  for  garden  parties, 
Is— 34,  Amberley -street , Bradford,  Yorks. 

SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  U.  llmiimn,  66.  Great  Preseott-srr.'et,  Ixnidon,  E.l. 
SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER'S  » MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 
a sucoess.  Repertoire,  &c.  Galas,  Fetes,  Garden 
Parlies  fully  supplied;  terms  mod— 15,  Worwick-street 
Hulme,  Manchester— Tel.  1163  Central. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A FRIEND  INSIDE— To  receive  every  day  reliable 
and  confidential  information  of  tlie  latest  price 
mid  ix»ition  of  all  the  chief  commodities  handled  by 
Jrocer  and  Provision  Dealer  is,  as  the  poet  put 
A consummation  devoutly  to  l>e  wished."  This 
•e  js  now  at  your  disposal. — For  terms,  flee.,  apply, 
Tlie  International  Trade  Information  Bureau,  " Faxfleld 
House,"  28,  Watling-.street,  London 4. 

CASH  REGISTER— Wanted,  giiml  s.xx.ml-hnnd 

MACHINE;  suitable  for  .small  .shop— Part iculare 
id  price  to  Box  20,  " Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


1)  . . 

CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-oi>crative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  lndus- 
trnil  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-slreet,  Exeter. 

FOR  SALE,  n new  Burroughs  TDDING  MACHINE? 

never  been  used ; cost  £55;  ideal  for  check  office; 
what  offers?— Write  to  F.  Duxdury,  24,  Stockbridge- 


Turog  bread 
appeals  to  all 

Its  delightful  flavour  to  all  tastes,  its 
economy  in  use  to  all  pockets,  and  its 
unique  body  and  bone  - building 
properties  to  all  parents.- 


THtEE— POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
address;  .also  particulars  of  money-making  snaro 
agency— E.  RlcnrOHD.  8 ond  O,  Snow  Hill,  London. 


MAGNETOS— All  types  promptly  repaired  in  twenty- 
four  hours;  we  hold  a large  stock  of  Bosch  and 
other  makes,  and  'the  most  varied  slock  of  spare  parts 
London ; special  terms  to  societies  and  co-opera- 
i. — J.  W.  Cook  and  Co.,  101,  Hampstead-road,  Eus- 
ton,  N.W.l.  Telephone  : Museum  3940.  Telegrams ; 
" Insumagto  Eusroad,  London." 


WORKING  A 44-IIOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Mao . under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINK 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Sociely'a 
Restaura.  L 

Quality  Is  Right.  Prices  are  Right. 

Note  tbo  Address : ALBION  STREET. 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  Eat 


C 1 H P QTp  R The  Gty  cveryboiy  ihorll 
V11LJ1L1\,  see— and  tbs  beautiful  Du 

Parties  nst  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheoat 
■ and  Teas  at  the 


C0-DPEBATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOBEGATc  ST. 

Terms  on  application. 


M 


EACH  FOR  AIL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-knowa, 
CO- OPERATIVE 
BRAND  — 


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARAXTKS 
OF  Q U A 1. 1 TV 

and- 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLOUR  BINS  S SHOOTS 

are  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  is  proved, 
by  the  Increaso  l Repeat  Ordors  that  ora 
coming  iu.  If  you  hnvo  not  got  a Cata- 
logue, please  write  for  one. 
Manufacturer!  and  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances for  “Excclda”  Check  System, 
that  ha3  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT; 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  “LARIAT''  Bool  and  Shot 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Web*. 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimming- 

Registered  Office  17,  MlOPU  HlLLCATE.  STOCKPORT 


Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  ^ 

Election  of  Directors,  1922. 

Readers  of  the  “ News”  are  rcspscllully  asked  lo  0,J 
their  vote  and  influence  lor 

Mr.  TOM  CLAYTON, 

on  August  10th. 

VOTE  FOR  CLAYTON. 


Jo.r  29,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


HoVIS 


is  better  than  all  - the 
physic  for  Active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 

ERVICEABLE  spEBopE 
HOES  FOR  SPEH0PE 
ONSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Brand. 


Addreis:  SFEKOPB  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD,,  BAR  WELL, -near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLME  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR 
Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


YOU  ARE  NOT  nrOT 
GETTING  the  DtOl 

IN  DYEING 
& CLEANING 

Unless  the  L.D.W.  are  doing  your  work. 

tK  C0-0PEHAT1VE  SERVICE. 

(Best  in  tho  Country) 

LEICESTER  DYE 

TeL  1968.  Cardigan  St. 

WORKS: 

LEICESTER. 

LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO  OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Makers  of  Flour, 
Grain,  Potato, 
Sugar,  Treacle 
Bins  and  Shoots. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

t Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tha  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L."  ,‘EccIe3,,>  " Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX” 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 
Branches;  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O. 


Joseph  Raker  Sons  6 Perkins  Ltd. 


FOR  — 


Ddiwmte  Ovens. 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

Telerrams  : 

F10NEERS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINCSW AY  HOUSE,  KINCSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


— Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes.  — 


: DRUMMER 
IDYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

StnA  for  FUEE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRJTISH  MADE. — - — EDGES.  BOLTON. 
Makers  of  Edges'  “2>olly  Sdlue"  (s  “SDolly  Gream.” 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


T.H.  TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

Established  1867. 


Is  the  BOOS?  for 

t w Boys  w. « 

I Smxrt : Rcli\ble  I 


BestVvLue 

W-tcwAWt  by  tlu 

Crompton.  Boor  AWufeccs, 

W1  I & U.  \Vcrrk5  , DotvriTU^fl 


CIk  Ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grandrellcs,  Flannelette 
Silesias,  Lincnettes,  Lustres,  & Silkete;n  Linings ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No. 9 Pillar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington ; 10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowli.no.  C 
Billiards.  Near  t( 

Tor  particulars  apply 


Tolopnone  323  Lolgh. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  an  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Boo  Hivo  Works,  Droylsden. 


\\7  A MTF  n AI1  Co-operators  & 
X l—i  iL/  j Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Br“d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Sotlsfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  me.  Boot-Closin'* 
Twit  a.  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  Ac.  Bindin-s 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-Fate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

Road, 
Leicester. 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grovo,  Manchester 


EQUITY  WORKS,  **•«•- 


Thomson’s  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  nny 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  M.IIs,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Bole  Agents : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


Manufactured  by  the 

WIGSTON  HOSIERS  Ltd., 

Wlgston  (Co-operatlvo 
Productive  Socloty). 


► — ©-*-©5) 


Ask  at 
Your  Store 
for 


Coso  Cocoa 


“The 

Cocoa  with 
a Charm.” 


AND  GET  INTO  THE  COUPON  COLLECTING  HABIT. 


t: 


Coupons  Leading  to  Free  Boxes  of  Chocolate  aYe  included  with  the  Coso’  Cocoa.  i 
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HAS  YOUR  STORE  A 

C.W.S.  CHRISTMAS  CHOCOLATE  CLUB 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT  P 


July  29 


When  your  lad  becomes  16  let  him  take  up 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

through  the  C.W.S.  Section. 

The  Local  Secretary  will  tell  you  about  it 


Sun-kissed  finney  whitings  cured 

at  the  C.W.  S.  Curing  Establishment  at 
the  Fishing  Port  of  the  West.  Packed  in 
Cartons  of  1-lb.  net,  aud  sold  at  9d.  in 
your  Store. 

Chocolate  clubs  for  the  supply  of 

C.W.S.  Dainty  Chocolates  in  Charming 
Boxes  should  be  a'  feature  of  every  Store  this 
year.  Ask  vour  manager  to  show  you  the 
C.W.S.  specimen  boxes — and  the  Xmas  sup- 
plies will  be  as  good  as  the  samples. 

V IKING  DYES  live— 22  colours,  from  the 
famous  C.W.S.  Works  at  Irlam.  Ask 
for  Viking  Dyes  at  your  Store. 


“ The 

MAGIC 
BASKET.” 

The  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  1 18,  Corporation 
Street,  Manchester,  has  prepared  a 


Beautifully  Illustrated  Pamphlet 

to  help  societies  in  pushing  out  for  more  trade. 


SECRETARIES  OF  GUILDS.  COUNCILS.  AND  COM- 

MITTEES  ore  invited  lo  opply  now  lor  copies  lot 
l:ec  distribution — sending  particulars  ol  the  numbci 
they  ran  usefully  distribute  amonj  their  neigh- 
bours and  friends. 

Get  Busy  in  Getting  More  Tlfede. 


FURNITURE  for  every  home  is  made  in 
C.W.S.  factories  at  Manchester, 
Pel aw-on-Ty ne,  Bristol,  and  Birmingham. 
When  you  buy  household  fittings,  inquire 
where  they  were  made ; if  they  come  from 
the  C.W.S.  works  they  are  reliable. 

BOOTS  are  best  polished  when  polished 
with  PELAW  POLISH— the  polish 
that,  lessens  labour,  secures  the  durability 
of  the  leather,  and  adds  to  the  reputation 
of  co-operative  productions.  Ask  for  Pelaw 
Boot  Polish  when  next  at  the  Store.  If  it 
is  not  in  stock,  give  a definite  order  for  its 
supply. 


TXERRINGS  in  Tomato.  Ask  for  the 
famous  “Jennie”  brand  from  the 
C.W.S.  curing  houses.  They  are  canned 
and  cured  at  the  co-operative  establishment 
at  Yarmouth,  and  af-e  a real  food  as  well 
as  a tasty  delicacy.  “ Jennie  ” brand  her- 
rings in  tomato  are  on  sale  at  all  stores. 
’Ask  for  them  at  your  own  shop. 

“ T^HE  delicious  flavours  of  C.W.S.  Jams 
are  unsurpassed.  Co-operators  should 
purchase  C.W.S.  Jams  only.  Choice  luscious 
fruits  and  pure  sugar.  For  quality,  C.W.S. 
Jams  possess  a distinction  of  their  own. 
Absolutely  wholesome  and  scientifically  pre- 

yared.  C.W.S.  Jams  are  lovely  for  children. 
Ibtainable  from  all  Co-operative  Stores.” 

CERVICE  CYCLE  CARRIER  for  grocery, 
^ butchering,  and  bakery  departments — 
made  at  the  C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley, 
Birmingham.  Co-operative  goods  should  be 
delivered  by  co-operative  carriers. 


SUTOX 

C.W.S.  Shredded  Suet. 

into  your 
Puddings. 


BJ  EALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
the  equipment  of  every  home.  Careful 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALT'S — pleasant,  effective,  and  pure. 
These  are  specially  prepared  in  the  C.W.S. 
Drug  Works  ;it  Pelaw-on-Tyne. 

iXHRE  INSURANCE  policies  are  arranged 
for  co-operators  by  the  Co-operative 
Insurance  Society  Ltd.,  which  hag  agencies 
in  all  co-operative  oentres,  and  is  develop- 
ing a system  of  reaching  co-opera  tors  every- 
where. Members  of  Guilds  are  specially 
invited  to  see  that  Co-operative  Insurance  is 
discussed  at  Branch  meetings;  literature 
niul  particulars  wjll  bo  sent  on  application 
to  109,  Corporation-street,  Manchester. 


Never  put  off  till  to-morrow  what  you  can  do  to-day. 

There  is  no  point  in  delaying  your  Insurance  Policy. 

Write  to-day,  while  you  are  alert,  to  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Society  Ltd 
They  will  tell  you  how  to  get  the  best  policy  at  the  lowest  premium. 

Wise  men  will  need  no  further  reminder. 

The  address  is  109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester. 

And  if  you  mention  the  name  of  the  Co-operative  Society  of  which  you  aft 
a member  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Office  will  send  you  a letter  fully 
explaining  any  insurance  matter  on  which  you  want  information. 

Why  Wait? 


OPORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS  CATA- 
LOGUE from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 


TVTANAGERS  WANTING  HELP  in  the 
* delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  the 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley,  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 


Pruned  and  Published  by  tire  National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society  Limited. 


CMOKEP.S  should  buy  the  C.W.S, 

° CUT  Ciearettes,  They  are  ti»  H 
ol  the  kind;  C.W.S.  always. 

T AOTIC  CHEESE  spreads  liko 
■*"'  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C . 
specialities.  Ask  f >r  it  in  your  local y 

pONCRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  the 
known  soaps — made  by  the  C.W  ■ a 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W.S.  n° 
and  grow. 


their  0 lb  cos,  Long  Aiillgate,  Manchester.— Saturday.  July  29tb.  1922. 


p8IUT1Vg  nbws,  AND  Journal  of  Associated  Industry,  August  5Ui,  1922. 


s; 


MORE  WAR. — See  Page  13. 


STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  of 

C.W.S. 

BISCUITS. 


No.  2,071.  No.  171.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  August  5,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper. 


CORSETS 


*©* 

c There  is  £200,000  of  Co-operative 
Capital  invested  in  the  C.W.S.  Corset 
Works. 

€ There  are  co-operative  workers 
who  want  to  get  back  to  full-time 
conditions. 

There  are  co-operative  women  who 
do  not  wear  C.W.S.  Corsets;  there  are 
those  who  have  never  tried. 

If  There  are  co-operative  women  who 
always  wear  C.W.S.  Corsets ; they 
know  their  ease  and  their  good  fitting 
qualities. 

There  are  co-operative  stores  with 
managers  who  say  they  cannot  sell 
these  Corsets  ; there  is  one  society  that 
sold  20,000  pairs  in  a year — and  never 
a complaint. 

% There  are  C.W.S.  Corsets  at  your 
store — if  it  is  a co-operative  one.  Ask 
to  see  them  ; test  them  once  and  you'll 
wear  them  ever,  DO  IT  NOW  l 


STUDENTS  INVADE 
BRUSSELS. 

INTERNATIONAL  SPIRIT 

UNDER  CULTIVATION. 

INTERESTING  SUMMER 
SCHOOL. 

[From  a Correspondent.] 

Brussels,  July  28th. 

The  second  International  Co-operative 
Summer  School  is  now  in  session,  and  the 
arrangements  are  working  smoothly.  True, 
there  were  moments  of  excitement  before 
the  students  were  finally  settled  in  their 
Belgian  home.  The  collection  at  Victoria 
Station,  London,  of  students,  some  of  them 
previously  unknown,  from  all  parts  of 
England,  awaiting  trains  that  arrived 
late  rather  than  early,  disengaging 
oneself  from  inquirers  belonging  to  a party 
wearing  a similar  recognition  mark,  facing 
the  luggage  difficulty  on  a crowded  platform, 
and  looking  for  reserved  compartments  that 
were  expected  on  the  first  and  found  on  the 
last  of  the  three  boat  trains — these  pro- 
vided excitement  and  entertainment  suffi- 
cient for  the  time  being. 


“AJAX”  OATS 

and 

“CREMO”  OATS 

arc  popular  Porridge  Foods, 
prepared  by  the  C.W.S. 

<8 

Most  Nutritious. 

An  Ideal  Food- 
Makes  Bone  and  Muscle. 

Ready  for  use  with  the  minimun 
of  cooking. 

Co-operators  ! 

Ask  for  " CREMO  " OATS  or 
“ AJAX  ” OATS  and  keep  fit. 


WHY  RAIL  i 

Against  the  Concerns  that  j 
Profit  out  of  the  People  if  ? 
you  put  your  Life  and  Fire  \ 
Insurances  their  waf?  j 

Co-operative  Insurance  ! 
Society  Limited,  1 

109,  Corporation  St.,  Manchester,  and  \ 
59,  Morrison  St.,  _Qlasgow, 

IS  THE  OFFICE 
::  FOR  YOU.  ::  j 

Ask  for  particulars  of  Best  j 
olicies  at  Lowest  Premiums.  j 

Send  postcard  for  address  of  nearest  j 
•‘•S.  Agent— or  ask  your  Store  sccre-  j 


Leaving  London  at  2 p.m.,  we  reached 
Brussels  just  after  11  p.m.,  ami  were  met 
by  Mr.  V.  Sevivy,  secretary  of  L’ Office  Ob- 
operatif  Beige,  and  his  son.  They  escorted 
us  in  motor  charabancs  to  the  school,  where 
the  matron  and  her  assistant  received  us 
kindly,  and  gave  us  a supper  that  rejoiced 
the  hearts  of  weary  travellers.' 

The  headquarters  of  the  school — L’Ecole 
Ouvriere  Supecieme — are  admirably  adapted 
for  summer  school  purposes.  Situated  in  its 
own  grounds  abojit  halfway  between  Brus- 
sels and  Waterloo,  the  school  can  be  reached 
by  tram  from  Brussels  quite  easily.  Here- 
it  is  that  Mr.  de  Man- — a perfect  linguist 
in  at  least  four  languages,  and  a profound 
student  and  master  of  social  science — pre- 
sides as  principal.  It  was  from  this  school 
that  a party  of  about  thirty  students  visited 
England  in  January,  when,  as  reported  in 
the  “ Co-operative  News  ” at  the  time,  they 
paid  a visit  of  a few  days  to  Manchester, 
and  were  entertained  by  co-operators  and 
trade  unionists.  At  the  summer  school 
there  are  about  thirty  students  in  residence 
— mostly  English;  but  India,  France,  Ger- 
many, and  Belgium  are  also  represented, 
either  by  resident  students,  tulors,  or  noil- 
residential  students. 

On  the  Monday  morning  the  lessons  com- 
menced. Mr.  de  Man  is  giving  a course  of 
lectures  on  Belgian  labour  movements*  and 
devoted  his  first  lecture  to  a brief  descrip- 
tion of  the  natural  and  other  features  of 
the  country  which  determine  the  nature  of 
its  industries,  the  grouping  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  the  social  conditions  of  the 
- workers.  His  lecture,  delivered  in  perfect 
English,  was  followed  with  keen  interest, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  lecture  Mr.  de  Man 
had  to  answer  a continuous  stream  of  ques- 
tions, which  he  did  in  an  admirable  manner. 

Mr.  Daudet-Bancel,  education  and  propa- 
ganda secretary  for  the  Federation  of  French 
Consumers’  Co-operative  Societies,  is  giving 
a course  of  lectures,  in  French,  on  the 
French  co-operative  movement,  and  his  first 
lecture  was  an  account  of  the  origin  of  the 
co-operative  movement  in  France.  Those 
who  have  met  Mr.  Daudet-Bancel  at  our  own 
English  Congresses  and  on  other  occasions 
will  appreciate  his  capacity  for  impartftig 
fire  anct  enthusiasm  to  his  lectures.  The 
first  lecture  and  the  ensuing  discussion  were 
followed  with  keen  interest. 

Professor  Hall  is  giving  a course  of  lec- 
tures on  the  British  co-operative  movement, 
and,  later  in  the  week,  Mr.  K.  Schroder  (of 
the  German  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society) 
is  to  commence  a course  on  the  German  co- 
operative movement,  whilst  Mr.  V.  Serwy 
will  speak,  next  week,  about  the  Belgian 
co-operative  movement.  The  lectures  are 
being  given  during  the  mornings,  and  for 
the  afternoons  visits  to  co-operative  and 
other  places  of  interest  are  arranged. 

[Continued  at  foot  of  fourth  column.] 


NOTABLE  VICTORY. 

SAFEGUARDING  THE 
CONSUMER. 

USEFUL  SERVICE  REAPS 

ITS  REWARD. 

The  value  of  direct  representation  in  the 
House  of  Commons  and  a watchful  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  wag  demonstrated  once 
more  last  week,  when  between  them  Mr.  A. 
E.  Wnterson,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  A.  V. 
Alexander  (secretary  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  Co-opera tivo  Congress) 
did  a smart  piece  of  work  in  the  interests 
of  all  consumers.  The  occasion  arose  out  of 
the  Government's  decision  to  postpone  the 
Sale  of  Bread  Bill  until  the  Tutuxnn  session. 

The  Sale  of  Food  Order,  under  which 
bread  must  be  field  by  weight  and  in  multi- 
ples of  pounds,  will  cease  to  operate  at  the 
end  ctf  the  present  month,  and  the  [joint 
•which  troubled  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee was  lioiy  to  protect  the  consumer 
between  August  31st  and  the  re-introduction 
by  the  Government  of  the  Sale  of  Bread  Bill 
in  November  next.  Their  only  chance  lay  in 
getting  this  Bill  included  in  the  Expiring 
Laws'  Continuance  Bill,  which  was  intro- 
duced in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
Wednesday'. 

Ti  -3  second  reading  of  the  Bill  was  taken 
on  the  Thursday  night,  when  Mr.  Water- 
son,  after  consultation  with  Mr.  Alexander, 
raised  the  question  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
Order,  but  failed  to  obtain  any.  promise  that 
the  Order  would  be  continued  so  far  as  it 
iv  la  ted  to  bread.  Mr.  Hailwood  gave  notice 
that  ho  would  oppose,  the  following  day, 
any  proposal  to  include  the  Bread  Order  in 
the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill. 

On  Friday  morning  further  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Government  on 
belialf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  and 
when  Mr.  Waterson  in  the  afternoon  moved 
an  amendment  to  include  the-  clause  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  Order  relating  to  Bread  in  the 
Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill,  Sir  William 
M itchell-Thompson  accepted  the  amendment 
on  behalf  of  the  Government.  Mr.  Hnil- 
woed  bitterly  opposed  the  amendment,  but 
it,  was  accepted  by  105  votes  to  9.  Tn,  its 
way  this  was  a notable  victory. 

Tile  position  is  that  the  protection  of  the 
consumer  provided  by  the  Sale  of  Food 
Order  will  be  -continued  until  the  Govern- 
ment re-introduce  the  Bread  Bill.  It  may 
be  taken  for  granted)  there  will  be  strong 
opposition  to  the  Bread  Bill  when  it  is  re- 
introduced, and 

if  ca-operators  desire  to  retain  protection 
of  the  consumer  against  a reversion  to  the 
praotice  of  selling  bread  under  the 
“assize”  system,  and  therefore  the 
varying  cf  the  size  Gf  the  loaf  according 
to  the  price  of  flour,  they  will  need  to 
bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  their  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament. 

The  question  as  to  Scotland  and  the 
“ pan  ” loaf  will  also  be  strongly  debated 
when  the  time  comes. 


EAST  NOTTS 

BY-ELECTION. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY 

MEETING. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  presided  at  a meet- 
ing of  th©  Co-operative  Party’s  national 
executive  on  Tuesday,  ut  123,  Pall  Mall, 
Loudon. 

A report  was  submitted  dealing  with  the 
East  Notts  by-election,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Jones 
(the  Co-operative  candidate)  expressed  his 
appreciation  of  the  help  ho  had  received 
from  the  National  Committee.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  contest,  it  is  interesting  to 
record  that  the  publicity  given  to  co-opera- 
tion during'the  campaign  has  been  of  great 
service  to  the  Nottingham  Society.  New 
members  have  been  enrolled  in  increasing 
numbers,  and  a large  influx  «'f  share  capital 
is  recorded.  Although  this  satisfactory  re- 
sult may  not  be  entirely  due  to  the  election, 
it  certainly  indicates  that  no  dire,  results 
have  followed,  such  as  those  predicted  by 
the  doleful  anti-political  section. 


FOR  A PURE  MILK 

SUPPLY. 

PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE 

ACTIVE. 

NEW  BILL  PASSES  THIRD 

READING. 

One  need  not  emphasise  the  importance 
of  any  legislation  affecting  the  production 
and  distribution  of  milk.  Co-operators  will 
remember  that  at  the  Brighton  Congress  a 
resolution  was  passed  demanding  that  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Consolidation  Act  (1915) 
should  be  put  into  operation  without 
alteration  or  postponement.  The  resolution 
was  duly  taken  in  band  by  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee,  but  the  Government,  not- 
withstanding pressure  from  the  committee, 
refuszd  to  put  the  Act  into  operation  on  tlio 
ground  of  ej»per.se. 

A new  milk  bill — tlio  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Amendment)  Bill — lias  been  before  tire 
House  of  Commons  for  a week* or  so,  and  on 
Tuesday,  August  1st,  it  passed  through  the 
Third  Reading  stag?. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee,  during  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  through  the  House  of 
Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons,  have 
secured  amendments  giving  the  following 
concessions;-  - 

(1)  That  in  the  case  of  the  revocation  of 
a registration  or  a refusal  to  register,  the 
aggrieved  party  may,  within  twenty-one 
days,  give  notice  of  appeal  to  a court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  with  the  right  of 
further  appeal  fncan  the  decision  of  such 
court  to  the  next  practicable  court  of 
quarter  sessions. 

(2)  That  all  Orders  relating  to  milk  and 
dairies  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
under  the  Bill»or  any  other  previous  Act, 
shall  be  laid  before  Parliament  with  powers 
to  raLe  objections  within  twenty  days. 

(3)  Where  it  appears  to  a local  authority 
that  an  offence  has  been  committed  in 
respect  of  which!  proceedings  might  he  taken 
against  a purveyor  of  . milk,  the  local 
authority  shall,  if  reasonably  satisfied,  that 
the  offence  of  which  complaint  is  made  was 
due  to  an  act  of  default  of  a servant  or  agent 
without  the  knowledge,  consent,  or  con- 
nivance of  his  employer,  take  proceedings 
against  the  servant  or  agent  without  first 
proceeding  against  his  employer. 

(4)  White  tho  registration  of  a retailer  is 
refused,  or  a retailer  is  removed  from  a 
register,  the  retailer  shall  not  be  liable  lo 
any  action  for  breath  of  a contract  for  the 
purchase  of  further  supplies  of  milk  from  a 
producer,  if  he  can  prove  that  such  refusal 
cr  removal  was  due  to  the  quality  of  the 
milk  supplied  by  the  producer. 

It  is  understood  that  in  issuing  orders 
under  the  clause  dealing  with  Certified, 
Grade  “ A,”  and  Pasteurised  Milk,  the 
Minister  of  Health  will  exclude  from  any 
definition  of  pasteurisation  any  milk  which 
has  not  been  dealt  with  by  the  process 
known  as  the  “holder"  or  “retarding” 
process.  Tire  committee  endoivoTlrecl  to  get 
an  amendment  through  which  would  not 
have  excluded  from  tlie  clefinit  ion  of 
pasteurisation  any  process  or  method  which, 
on  a bacterial  t?st,  was  shown  to  bo  produc- 
ing a “safo”  milk,  but  in  tin's  they  failed. 

The  question  now  arises  as  to  what  will  ho 
the  trade  position  in  relation  to  pasteurised 
milk.  On  the  request  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee,  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  arc  Diking  stops  to  convene  a con- 
ference with  societies  which  are  dealing  in 
milk  to  discuss  the  whole  question.  'I he 
Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  also 
have  the  matter  under  consideration. 

A circular  will  be  issued  by  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  in  the  courso  of  a day  or 
two  to  all  societies  dealing  in  milk  with 
regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 


[Continued  from  first  column.] 

On  the  first  Monday  afternoon  the  students 
were  to  visit  the  establishments  of  La  Maison 
du  People,  the  celebrated  co-operative 
society  of  Brussels  and  were  to  be  welcomed 
that  evening  by  Belgiun  co-operators  at  a 
dinner  to  be  given  at  La  Maison  du  Peuple. 

A second  article  on  the  school  will  be 
given  next  week. 
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By  GEORGE  A.  GREENWOOD  (Author  ol  “England  To-day”). 


Accost  o,  1922 


1DODDGO 


A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


There  is  always  danger  (and  the  writer 
has  vividly  experienced  it  during  recent 
weeks)  in  generalisations,  even  though  one 
may  bo  generalising  about  realities.  And 
the  danger  is  particularly  great  when  one 
essay? 'to  make  a foreign  country  and  its 
people  the  subject  of  reflection.  I offer  the 
following  impressions  gained  in  a fort- 
night’s tour  of  Germany,  therefore,  with 
much  diffidence  and  reserve,  claiming  for 
them  only  that  they  are  the  result  of  a 
sfneero  attempt  to  estimate  and  appreciate 
the  conditions  now  existing  in  that  country 
which  for  eight  years  has,  like  England, 
been  passing  through  a period  of  excep- 
tional unsettloment  and  unrest. 

My  visit,  along  with  a friend  who  already 
knew  much  of  Germany  and  its  people, 
followed  fairly  closely  on  the  Rathenau 
murder,  the  latest  demoralisation  of  the 
mark,  and  synchronised  with  that  of  the 
Allied  Commission  cf  Inquiry,  consequent 
upon  Germany’s  appeal  for  a Reparations 
Moratorium.  One  would  naturally  have 
expected,  in  view  of  these  swift-moving 
events,  to  find  a country  seething  with 
excitement  and  a people  almost  consumed 
with  intensity.  In  official  circles,  it  is  true, 
there  might  have  been  some  such  condi- 
tion, and  indeed,  in  one  or  two  instances, 
I had  some  indication  of  it.  JBut  in  all  the 
great  centres  to  which  we  went — in  turn, 
Berlin,  Leipsig,  Dresden,  Frankfort,  Mainz, 
and  Cologne — there  was  emphatically  no 
outward  and  visible  sign  of  those  great 
events  which  are  bound  to  mean  so  rnuoh 
to  Germany.  The  droshky  driver,  the 
railway  porter,  the  hotel  servants,  even 
our  friends  and  hosts  and  hostesses,  seemed 
to  pursue  their  lives  with  as  little  concern 
for,  6ay,  the  Wirth-Poincnre-Lloyd  George 
negotiations  as  does  the  man  who  hands  me 
n ticket  on  the  London  Underground,  or 
the  maid  who  senes  me  with  my  lunch. 

New  Life  of  the  Workers. 

This  must  not,  however,  be  read  as 
meaning  that  the  effects  of  the  war  and 
the  peace,  and  particularly  the  important 
incidents  of  recent  weeks,  are  not  to  he 
6een  in  the  lives  of  the  [fcople.  The  truth 
is,  I believe,  that  the  average  German, 
like  the  average  Englishman,  is  so  engaged, 
as  a consequence  of  such  happenings  in 
high  politics,  in  the  struggle  to  live  that 
he  cannot  find  the  time  or  the  energy  or 
the  spirit  so  closely  to  concern  himself 
with  those  actual  causes  of  liis  plight. 

In  discussing  the  condition  of  the 
German  worker  and  his  family  to-day,  it  is 
wisest  at  the  outset  to  put  down  certain 
broad  facts  which  must  necessarily  greatly 
influence  conclusions.  For  example,  unless 
one  thinks  of  the  highly  specialised  worker, 
there  is  no  unemployment  among  those 
who  are  ready  and  willing  for  a job.  There 
is,  on  the  other  • hand,  great  industrial 
activity,  and,  travelling  by  night,  the 
spectacle  of  brilliantly  illuminated  mills 
and  factories  became  a fairly  familiar-sight. 
Another  tiling,  rents  have  been  kept  down 
to  a figure  which  greatly  helps  the  wage- 
earner,  but  is  ruinous  to  .the  small  pro- 
perty owner ; and  it*  must  never  be  for- 
gotten that  in  the-  days  before  the  war  the 
average  German  family  lived  with  a 
frugality  which,  .to  the  average  English- 
man, would  have  spelt  actual  privation. 
The  German,  to  use  a familiar  expression, 
“ saved  on  his  stomach  and  spent  on  his 
back.” 

It  is  thus  in  the  light  of  these  considera- 
tions that  the  condition  of  the  German 
worker  to-day  has  to  be  taken.  At  the 
time  of  my  visit  the  average  wage  of  a 
skilled  artisan  was  approximately  1,200 
marks  a week — in  some  cases 'it  was  below 
that  figure,  in  some  cases  above  it — and  I 
was  exchanging  money  at  the  rate  of  about 
2,000  marks  to  the  English  pound. 
Although  at  the  time  of  my  visit  prices 
had  not  then  moved'in  sympathy  with  the 
decline  occurring  during  the  previous  few 
days,  in  the  value  of  German  money,  it 
was  clear  enough  that  existing  wages 
represented  little  more  than  the  barest 
subsistence  level. 

My  informants  assured  me  that  apart 
from  the  countryside  where,  indeed,  the 
peasantry  seemed  both  happy  and  pros- 


perous, the  German  worker  is  living  more 
frugally  than  ever.  He  appears  to  he 
principally  concerned,  however,  with  the 
increasing  difficulty  of  dressing  in  the  way 
which  he  and  his  family  have  hitherto  been 
accustomed,  and  one  can  appreciate  this 
difficulty  when  it  is  pointed  out  that 
whereas  a shirt  which  in  Leipsig  cost  me 
only  550  marks,  or  about  5s.  in  English 
money,  that  is  a 6um.  representing  pretty 
well  half-a-week’s  wages  for  a German 
artisan.  poverty  in  the  Shops. 

Whereas  in  the  centres  of  all  the  great 
towns  I visited  the  shops  appeared  to  he 
stocked  with  beautiful  goods,  those  in  the 
outside  districts  marked  plainly  the  poverty 
of  the  people.  Whilst  in  Berlin  I drove 
round  Moabit,  a typical,  but  not  the  worst, 
working-class  suburb,  and  the  establish- 
ments there  reminded  me  as  much  as  any- 
thing of  similar  English  shops  soon  after 
the  signing  of  the  Armistice.  Those  selling 
food  appeared  to  be  very  poorly  stocked, 
and  the  price  of  anything  that  had  to  he 
imported  quite  prohibitive.  Imported  fruit 
like  oranges,  lemons,  &c.t  I saw  only  on 
rare  occasions,  and  then  in  the  best  hotels. 

Turning  to  the  middle-classes,  ono  is 
bound  to  say  at  once  that  they  have  been 
hit  far  more  hardly  than  the  manual 
workers,  for,  mainly  unorganised,  they  have 
not  been  able  to  get  the  wage  increases  to 
meet  falling  money  values  like  the  miners, 
the  steel  workers,  the  textile  operatives,  and 
so  on.  Many  clerks,  teachers,  and  others 
who  happen  to  be  married,  with  young 
families,  are,  I was  assured,  undergeing 
actual  physical/  privation,  and  turning  to 
all  sorts  of  tasks  in  order  to  attempt  to  eke 
out  a livelihood. 

Tire  very  considerable  number  of  people 
who,  formerly  officials,  had  been  living  on 
pensions,  ex-army  officers,  and  tradesmen 
•who  had  retired  on  what,  a few  years  ago, 
seemed  a modest  competence,  are  in 
desperate  straits,  for  many  are  too  old  to 
return  to  work.  These  are  living  on  their 
small  savings,  watching  them  disappear 
every  week,  and  conscious  that  sooner  or 
later,  they  must  give  out.  Cithers  are 
letting  rooms  in  tlieir  flats,  or  undertaking 
odd  tasks  for  which  they  have  the  necessary 
strength  that  may  come  along. 

Price  of  Militarism. 

In  such  fashion,  then,  does.  Germany  pay 
for  having  lost  the  war,  though  I think  it 
necessary  to  add  that  the  price  England, 
witli  her  1,375,000  unemployed,  pays  fer 
having  won  it,  seems  heavy  in  comparison. 
But  of  the  fact  that  Germany  suffers  acutely 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  she  has  rightly 
visited  her  suffering  upon  those  who  did  so 
much  to  cause  it.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  position  before  and  during  the  war  the 
evidences  of  militarism  have  now  practically 
ceased  to  exist.  I saw  more  demonstrations 
of  it  in  many  a small  Belgian  town  through 
which  I passed  on  the  train,  than  I did  in 
a four-days’  stay  in  Beilin.  Germany  is  a 
country  with  its  eyes  at  last  wide  opened 
— a oountry  in  disillusion. 

“Ah,”  said  one  neutral  to  me  when  I 
commented  on  this,  “ that ‘is  because  Ger- 
man arms  were  defeated.  If  Germany  wore 
in  the  place  of  a victorious  nation  to->day, 
she  wouSd  be  more  militaristic  than  ever.” 
That  is  an  attitude  widely  taken,  but  I am 
not  so  sure  about  it.  In  any  case,  what  we 
have  to  deal  with  is  the  fact  of  the  dis- 
illusion. Its  extent  was  pointedly 
emphasised  to  me  by  Dr.  Adolph  Braun,  the 
seoretary  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party, 
who  drew  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
pre-war  voting  strength  of  his  party  has 
been  more  than  doubled  to  well  o.vor 
8,000,000.  As  most  people  ore  aware,  the 
Social  Democratic  vote  in  Germany  is  as 
much  a pacific  as  an  economic  \ ote,  and  from 
the  fact,  great  hope  for  the  future  can  surely 
be  taken.  The  only  evidence  of  a survival 
of  the  old  spirit  in  the  country  was,  indeed, 
in  the  big  university  centres,  where  the 
majority  of  the  professors  aftd  the  students 
with  their  slashed  faces,  a result  of  duelling 
mainly  to  assure  that  their  hands  shall  nut 
lose  their  hereditary  cunning,  do  much  to 
keep  alive  wlmt  nationalism  has  persisted  in 
Germany.  It  is  mainly  for  the  Allies  to  say 
what  amount  of  support  these  young 
[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


Mushroom  insurance  Companies. 

The  majority  of  the  new  insurance  com- 
panies formed,  during  the  past  few  years  are 
coming  to  grief  one  after  another.  In  most 
cases  the  losses  are  duo  either  to  marine  in- 
surance or  the  reinsurance  business,  or  both. 
Dining  the  war  enormous  profits  were  made 
by  charging  high  premiums  (paid  largely  by  the 
Government)  to  insure  vessels  from  tho  risk 
of  being  sunk  by  submarines,  and  several  now 
companies  were  formed  to  participate  in  those 
profits  ; while  some  of  the  existing  companies 
which  had  not  hitherto  done  a marine  business, 
also  entered  upon  what  looked  like  being  a 
very  lucrative  trade.  The  end  of  the  war 
and  the  slump  in  trade  that  has  followed  the 
operation  of  the  peace  treaties,  have  entailed 
heavy  losses  in  this  section,  at  the  same  time 
leaving_  considerable  competition  in  rates ; 
the  low  premiums  do  not,  however,  benefit 
shipowners  as  much  as  might  be  thought,  for 
in  many  cases  the  companies  fail  and  are  not 
able  to  meet  their  engagements.  The  re- 
insurance business,  viz.,  the  division  and  sub- 
division of  risks  taken  by  a company,  was 
almost  wholly  in  the  hands  of  German  com- 
panies, which  had  specialised  in  this  intricate 
business  ; and  when  war  broke  out,  many  new 
insurance  companies  were  floated  to  take  it 
over,  and  other  existing  companies  of  which 
the  City  Equitable — Mr.  Gerard  Lee  Bevan’s 
unhappy  undertaking — is  a prominent 
example,  went  in  for  this  branch ; most  of 
these  also  are  failing.  With  two  or  thre% 
exceptions  these  companies  are  only  small 
affairs,  but  in  the  aggregate  the  shareholders, 
not  to  speak  of  the  insurers,  have  lost  millions, 
and  a troublesome  part  of  the  whole  affair 
is  that  in  most  cases,  the  shares  having  only 
been  partly  paid,  the  unfortunate  shareholders 
lose  not  merely  what  they  have  paid  for  their 
shares,  but  have  to  contribute  two  or  three 
times  that  amount  (a  common  thing  with 
these  companies  is  to  have  a pound  share  of 
which  only  5s.  has  been  called  up)  without  the 
possibility  of  seeing  any  of  it  back. 

Two  Typical  Cases. 

The  reports  of  the  Official  Receiver  on  the 
winding  up  of  such  companies  throw  some  light 
on  the  slender  basis  on  which  they  have  been 
erected.  The  ^British  Citizens’  Assurance 
Company  was  a concern  in  existence  since 
1909,  with  offices  in  London,  Birmingham, 
Bristol,  Newport,  Jersey,  &c.  Its  nominal 
capital  was  £100,000,  of  which  only  £35,305 
had  been  issued,  and  even  out  of  that  small 
sum  £11,443  had  pot  been  paid  up  but  was  due 
ia  .respect  of  unpaid  calls.  The  company 
carried  on  at  a loss  throughout  all  the  years 
of  its  existence.  In  1918,  it  went  in  for  marine 
business  in  the  hope  of  sharing  in  the  big 
profits  that  were  being  made,  but  suffered  by 
the  general  slump.  It  also  went  in  for  the 
house  purchase  policy  business,  and  out  of  a 
total  sum  of  £2,121  received  as  premiums  on 
those  policies,  it  'paid  away  more  than  50  per 
cent. — £1,117  to  be  exact — on  commissions. 
Another  company — the  Capital  and  Counties 
Insurance  Company — was  formed  in  1908, 
with  a capital  of  £50,000,  increased  in  1918 
to  £150,000.  The  Official  Receiver  indicated 
that  most  of  the  directors  knew  little  about 
insurance  business,  and  that  the  conduct  of 
affairs  was  concentrated  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  managing  director,  who  was  interested 
in  a number  of  other  concerns.  The  funds  of 
the  office,  said  the  Official  Receiver,  were  em- 
ployed to  a large  extent  on  objects  in  no  way 
connected  with  the  business  of  insurance,  and 
lie  attributed  the  failure  partly  to  the  large 
sums  paid  to  the  managing  director  and  to  the 
association  with  outside  undertakings  con- 
trolled by  that  gentleman.  Tho  result  is 
that  the  shareholders  lose  £77,500  and  creditors 
£26,800.  Relatively  quite  a small  amount, 
it  will  be  seen,  but  ono  which  has  probably 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

•fanatics  sliall  draw  from  the  mass  of  the 
German  people.  A further  accentuation  of 
post-war  French  policy  in  Europe  would 
most  certainly 'strengthen  their  hands. 

It  only  remains  to  be  added  that  I,  an 
Englishman,  and  my  travelling  companion  a 
neutral  resident  in  this  country,  were  every- 
where received  with  cordiality  and  kindness, 
and  enjoyed  much  hospitality  and  assistance. 
There  was  no  recrimination,  for  we  looked 
not  behind,  but  before  us,  to  a united 
Europe,  emancipated  from  national  and  per- 
sonal vendettas  and  strong  in  freedom  and 
goodwill. 


brought  ruin  to  some  families.  The  tn 
insurance  companies,  practically  all  of  «)• 
arc  in  a very  strong  financial  position,  <*. 
view  these  numerous  failures  with  equanhnjj. 
for  they  result  in  squeezing  out  weak  coc 
petitors  whose  futile  competition  has  broojL 
down  rates  in  the  marine  business,  and  ^ 
magnates  are  not  likely  to  overlook  the 
that  snph  a series  of  failures  is  bound  to  prevty 
the  formation  of  new  insurance  company  fw 
many  years  to  come. 

Motor  Production  in  America. 

Reference  was  made  here  some  weeks 
to  the  revival  in  the  motor  car  business  in 
United  States.  Recent  reports  show  a c«' 
tinuance  of  this  tendency.  The  output  d 
Ford  cars  has  recently  been  as  high  as  5,59) 
per  day / It  has  been  almost  as  difficult  to 
sell  a second-hand  car  during  the  past  yeirij 
America  as  it  is  in  this  country  ; but  now,  it 
is  stated,  dealers’  stocks  of  second-hand  a-, 
are  almost  depicted.  In  May  no  less  thu 
250,000  motor  cars  were  turned  out  by  tb 
United  States  factories,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  June  production  will  be  as  high. 
The  rubber  tyre  factories  in  Akron— kno*n 
sometimes  as  “Rubber  City”  on  accounts 
its  being  the  centre  of  this  industry-j-? 
working  at  top  speed  up  to  the  limits  of  thfii 
capaoity.  One  would  have  thought  that  lb- 
output  of  cars  in  the  United  States  had  about 
reached  saturation  point,  but  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  that  with  some  eight  or  nine  milbco 
cars  running  in  that  country/  there  must  be  1 
large  and  increasing  market  every  year  lor 
replacement  of  old  cars  alone.  This  should 
make  ultimately  for  a better  price  for  rubber, 
and  in  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  no!e 
the  growth  of  the  rubber  heel  trade  in  Amenta 
where,  it  is  stated,  90  per  cent,  of  men’s  boots, 
and  60  per  cent,  of  women’s  boots,  leave  ike 
factories  equipped  with  rubber  heels. 

A Housing  Scheme. 

It  is  to  ho  feared  bankruptcies  among  ccta- 
panics  formed  during  the  post-war  boom  periol 
will  not  be  limited  to  insurance  business 
Several  housing  companies  were  also  formed, 
and  among  them  was  a Birmingham  concaa 
with  the  title  of  the  Standard  Housing  Cox- 
pany  Limited.  This  undertaking  wits  rep- 
tered  in  July,  1920,  to  acquire  slate  quanw 
timber  plantations,  and  saw  mills  in  Wales; 
a furniture  manufacturing  business  in  Bir- 
mingham, and  a wharf  on  the  River  Medmp 
The  total  purchase  consideration  for  thw 
properties  was  £295,000,  but,  according  fo  tk 
statement  of  the  Official  Receiver,  “the  vain 
of  the  properties  had  been  considenM 
exaggerated.”  This  statement  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  too  strong,  seeing  that  the  Offichl 
Receiver  added  that  thus  far  the  assets  hod 
realised  £1,012,  and  that  there  would  be  little, 
if  any,  money  for  the  unsecured  creditors, 
whilst  the  unfortunate  shareholders  woaH 
receive  nothing. 


By  Ai point imnt. 


The  Right  Name 
for  the  Best  Milk 

The  word  “ ideal  ” means  the  best 
you  can-  think  of.  That  is  why  it  13 
such  a good  name  for  Ideal  MJUt- 
“ Evaporated  ” milk  only  means 
that  a certain  amount  of  water  has 
been  extracted,  but  Ideal  Milk 
means  that  all  excessive  moisture- 
has  been  extracted,  all  rich  cream 
has  been  left  in.  So  let  the  name 
and  not  the  price  and  size  of  the 
tin  be  your  guide. 

IDEAL 

MILK 

(THE  EVERYDAY  MILK) 
Imitations  never  satisfy  J 
demand  “ Ideal  ” — always. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Store t,  0*1 
packed  by 
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strike  SCENES. 

VISIT  TO  DERBY  DURING  A 
y DISPUTE. 

[By  Our  Own  Reporter.] 

tt  is  a toss  up  whether  the  times  I have 
visits  Derby  do  not  exceed  in  number  the 
hairs  OR  nl-V  head. 

One  of  the  visits  I shall  never  forget. 
U ffas  paid  at  the  request  of  the  Govern- 
‘ :\nd  the  stay  extended  over  several 
Fresli  air  and  good  food  were  plen- 
H5L-  provided.  Against  that  must  be 
* red  n woeful  lack  of  housing  uccommo- 
JJ'tion  • six  or  seven  in  a horse  box  or  four- 
tin  or  fifteen  in  a small  tent  was  the  choice 
nfforcd  to  and  unwillingly  taken  by  a big 
Z*d  of  S'mner»  ""'l  sfannllera 

Otlier  visits  to  the  town,  which  must  link 
itroiitv  and  thirty  years  ago  with  the  pre- 
lnt  have  been  of  a more  peaceful  character, 
flccisionod,  in  the  great  majority  of  in- 
stances by  the  continuous  development  of 
|j,0  big  and  powerful  local  co-operative 

60Clcty‘  a Newspaper  Poster. 

Friday  of  last  week  again  found  me  in 
Po,by,  and  for  the  first  time  in  all  these 
years  I saw  on  a newspaper  poster  the 
following : — 

CO-OPERATIVE  STRIKE. 

Situation  To-day. 

Tho  trouble  between  the  co-operative 
society  and  its  employees  has  arisen  because 
the  N.U.D.A.W.  believes  its  members  are 
not  getting  the  same  treatment  from  a wage 


The  employees  of  tho  Derby  Society 
by  withdrawing  their  labour  closed 
many  of  the  society’s  shops.  The 
child  seen  in  the  above  picture  evi- 
dently had  views  of  his  own  on  tha 
subject.  The  photograph  is  iepro- 
duced  by  permission  of  the  “ Derby 
Daily  Express.” 

point  of  view  as  other  sections  of  the  em- 
ployees. The  society,  on  the  other  hand, 
takes  up  the  position  that  if  the  employees 
have  a grievanoe,  they  should  adopt  con- 
stitutional methods  for  obtaining  redress. 

Tho  strikers  are  now  back  at  work,  and 
tlioir  grievances — real  or  imaginary — will  be 
considered  in  proper  form ; but  during  my 
Jisit  the  strike  was  still  in  progress,  and  I 
wave  h id  some  impressions. 

The  Press  and  the  Workers. 

An  employee  (obviously),  who  showed  that 
lie  knew  .something  about  industrial  politics, 
was  putting  the  union’s  case  to  a group  of 
toon  nud  women  when  1 joined  a crowd.  He 
came  down  somewhat  heavily  on  newspapers 
•or  taking  the  employers’  side  every  lime, 
?P“  it  was  on  the  tip  of  my  tongue  to  give 
,,lm  one  or  two  exceptions;  but  as  I was 
travelling  incog.,”  so  to  speak,  and  had 
n°  nglit  to  take  any  part  in  the  dispute, 
Bat  being  a member  or  an  employee,  I stood 
with  open  ears  but  silent  tongue.  The 
employee  did  not  have  it  all  his  own  way, 
0r  to  iuy  agreeable  surprise  a man  (whose 
“?®c  and  standing  I know  not)  clipped  in 
Mhtllo  following:  — 

v . you  indude  the  ‘ Co-operative 
wwr  in  your  criticism  of  the  press  it” 

I i'°i  I do  not,”  readily  replied  the  em- 
mJ60’  “ but  tho  ‘ Co-operative  £Jews  ’ only 
once  a week,  and  is  to  that  ex- 
lltn,tod  in  what  it  can  do  for  the 
New  > : Desides,  the  ‘ Co-operative 

EooH*  IS  nofc  !,s  *ree  ns  D might  be,  and  a 
many  people  hold  the  opinion  that  it  is 
dominated  by  the  C.W.S.  I will, 
Neirv?r’  say  this  for  the  ‘ Co-operative 
and  i'  .4  has  lately  published  articles 

eon'll;,  rS  on  t‘*10  subject  of  our  fight— ;- 
ty  of  treatment  for  all  concerned.” 

^ At  the  Bakery. 

who'°5t*1:i'Ijrs  "'ore  amongst  the  employees 
there  P,  V1’  a,lc*  w^1<?n  T called  round 
so  ifar  as  production  was 
murii  « ’ seerne<^  to  be  going  on  pretty 
as  USUal.  TTniVftrl-tlWA  l.nm  .).  11—. 


vv.  WV  IS’' Ull 

roniin.  “ uouu‘-  Departure  from  daily 
loaf  'n  the  distribution  of  the 

it®  bread  t s mabethe  society  famous  for 
the  hrJJj  was»  of  course,  no  use  sending 
in  tb«  rl.  °!?fc  f-0,  tho  shops,  except  those- 
tairyjni,  Untr7  districts,  which  were  still 
flnioat  was’  therefore,  delivered 

ccct  from  the  ovens  to  the  members 


c°ntlnuo 


•fiuod  at  foot  of  next  column. 


ALL-RUSSIAN  CONGRESS. 

IMPRESSIONS  OF  A UNIQUE  GATHERING. 


“OUR  COMMON  CO-OPERATIVE  INTERESTS.” 


Mu.  J.  J.  Worley  writes  to  the  “ News  ” 
liis  impressions  of  the  All-Russian  Con- 
gress of  delegates  of  co-operative  organisa- 
tions, which  are  members  of  the  All- 
Russian  Central  Union  of  Consumers’  Socie- 
ties, “ Centrosoyus,”  Provincial  Unions 
and  Central  Co-operative  organisations  of 
the  aiitonmnous  republics  and  regions, 
which  was  held  in  Moscow  from  July  1st 
to  the  8 tie  Between  500  and  600  delegates 
came  from  all  parts  of  Russia,  and  the 
fraternal  delegates  included  Frau  Klara 
Zetikin,  M.P.  (Germany). 

The  vastness  of  the  Russian  co-operative 
movement  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that  it  took  some  of  the  delegates  from  ten 
to  fourteen  days  to  get  to  Moscow  for  the 
Congress,  which  was  held  in  one  of  the 
halls  of  what  is  now  the  People’s  Univer- 
sity, but  which  before  the  revolution  was 
a great  club  of  the  commercial  magnates 
of  Moscow. 

Contrast  with  British  Congresses. 

The  Congress  procedure  was  particu- 
larly interesting  to  a Britisher,  as  it 
differed  very  much  from  that  with  which  we 
are  familiar  at  our  own  Congress,  e.g.,  the 
various  reports  were  presented  in  speeches 
of  a length  which  would  stagger  the 
average  British  audience. 

Another  remarkable  feature  was  'that 
the  full  Congress  only  met  for  a part  of 
the  time  in  what  is  known  as  the  plenary 
session.  The  various  sections  met  separately 
to  consider  business  mostly  concerning 
themselves.  The'  special  sectional  sessions 
met  separately  to  consider  (a)  financial 
matters,  (b)  transport  matters  (e)  opera- 
tions, (d)  organisation.  In  addition  to 
these  sectional  sessions  there  were  meet- 
ings of  the  delegates  in  factions,  that  is  to 
say,  the  Communist  Party  delegates  met 
together  to  consider  their  general  attitude 
on  certain  issues,  whilst  the  members  of 
other  parties  or  non-party  delegates  met 
separately  to  consider  their  policy  and 
action.  This  seemed  to  facilitate  business 
appreciably,  but  made  the  plenary  sessions 
necessarily  more  formal,  as  tho  various 
lactions  came  to  the  full  Congress  speak- 
ing with  a united  voice  and  voting 
accordingly. 

A somewhat  remarkable  feature  charac- 
terised the  opening  ceremony,  when  quite 
a number  of  the  people’s  commissaires, 
who  may  bo  described  as  the  Cabinet 
Ministers  of  the  Soviet  Government, 
addressed  the  Congress,  which  indicated 
the  close  and  cordial  relations  existing 
between  the  present  Government  and  the 
co-operative  movement ; as  a matter  of  fact 
I.enin  was  appointed  honorary  chairman  of 
the  Congress. 

Growing  Freedom. 

As  an  indication  of  the  growing  freedom 
of  the  Russian  co-operative  movement,  it 
may  be  stated  that  whilst  in  January  75 
per  cent,  of  the  trade  of  the  “ Centro- 
soyus ” was  for  Government  orders  and 
only  18  per  cent,  purely  co-operative,  the 
latest  reports  for  the  last  month  showed 
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at  the  bakery.  Crowds  of  members  were  at 
the  time  of  my  visit  lined  up  outside  the 
bakery,  under ‘the  direction  of  a couple  of 
policemen,  waiting  their  turn  to  go  inside 
the  yard  and  be  served.  ‘‘Hold  alls”  of 
every  description  were  to  be  seen  in  their 
hands.  . 

The  society  does  a big  trade  in  nyilk,  which 
is  brought  in  from  the  country  districts  by 
means  of  the  society’s  motors.  The  motor- 
men  came  out  in  sympathy  with  the  grocers, 
and  the  committee  overcame  the  difficulty 
thus  created  by  arranging  with  the  farmers 
themselves  to  bring  in  the  milk,  to  be 
delivered  in  the  usual  way  by  the  society’s 
own  men. 

A Contrast. 

Coming  back  to  Albert-street,  where  the 
society’s  central  shops  and  offices  are 
situated,  I found  that  arguments  arising,out 
of  the  dispute  were  still  in  progress.  I 
joined  one  crowd  just  in  time  to  hear  the 
following;  — 

Man  in  the  Street;  “Is  it  right” — he 
was  speaking  to  an  employee — “ that  hoys 
twenty-one  years  of  age  get  63s.  or  64s.  a 
Tveek?” 

Employee:  “Yes,  it  is  right.” 

Someone  on  the  edge  of  the  crowd  shouted 
“ — : — shame.” 

Man  in  tho  Street:  “ Take  ray  case.  I 
am  a signalman,  booking  on  as  many  as  a 
hundred  trains  a day;  in  foggy  weather  it 
may  be  three  or  four  at  a time,  'lffiis  week 
I am  working  six  days,  and  my  wage  will 
be  60s.  Look  at  my  responsibility  and  look 
at  your  boys’  1” 

Several  women  in  the  crowd  did  look,  and 
said  something  about  lads  taking  homo 
more  than  their  fathers. 

There  were  throe  or  four  policemen  on 
duty  in  the  street,  but  their  job  was  a 
sinecuro. 


that  87.4  per  cent,  was  now  co-operative, 
8 per  cent,  for  various  non-co-operative 
buyers,  and  the  remainder  for  the  Govern- 
ment. A very  pleasing  feature  of  the  Con- 
gress decisions  was  the  announcement  of  a 
reconciliation  between  the  Communist 
faction  and  the  non-party  faction  in  the 
form  of  a mutual  understanding  regarding 
representation  on  the  board  of  the  “ Cen- 
trosoyus,”  as  well  as  on  the  Regional 
Boards,  &c,,  by  which  a fixed  minimum  of 
seats  was  insured  to  the  non-party  faction. 
This  was  the  triumph  of  the  Congress,  as 
it  succeeded  in  bringing  unity  into  the 
Russian  co-operative  movement,  and  augurs 
well  for  its  future.  In  indicating  the 
foreign  trade  policy  of  the  “Centrosoyus.” 
it  was  intimated  that  endeavours  would  be 
made  to  develop  upon  a limited  range  of 
commodities,  but  to  do  the  safne  on  a large 
scale.  The  “Centrosoyus”  was  to  act  as 
tho  medium  for  all  co-operative  organisa- 
tions in  the  matter  of  foreign  trade,  in- 
cluding agricultural  and  productive  socie- 
ties, as  separate  action  was  deemed  detri- 
mental to  co-operative  interests. 

The  particularly  small  proportion  of 
women  delegates  at  the  Congress  was 
rather  noticeable,  although  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  special  consideration  was 
given  at  the  Congress  to  the  place  which 
women  should  occupy  in  the  administration 
of  the  Russian  co-operative  movement. 
Despite  the  trying  experiences  through 
which  Russia  has  passed  and  is  passing, 
aud  the  sharp  divisions  which  have  arisen 
in  the  co-operative  movement  in  conse- 
quence, President  Khintchuk  has  an  opti- 
mistic outlook,  and  ho  confidentially  anti- 
cipates considerable  increase  in  the  capital 
and  trade  of  “ Centrosoyus.”  Mr.  Kissin, 
who  has  been  conducting  trade  negotia- 
tions in  this  and  other  European  countries, 
presented  a comprehensive  and  masterly 
report  of  his  work,  which  seemed  to  share 
the  optimistic  outlook  which  characterised 
President  Khintehok’s  declarations. 

Russian  co-operation  seems  to  have 
entered  upon  a new  era,  with  a determina- 
tion to  make  good,  and,  given  the  good- 
will and  practical  assistance  of  the  co- 
operators  of  other  lauds,  the  Russian  move- 
ment seems  to  be  destined  to  play  a highly 
important  role  in  the  economic  recovery  of 
that  vast  territory,  and  incidentally  to  play 
its  part  in  the  rehabilitation  of  Europe 
upon  lines  which  will  insure  prosperity  and 
peace. 

Greetings  from  Britain. 

In  conveying  the  fraternal  greetings  of 
the  Co-operative  Productive  Federation, 
Mr.  Worley  said  British  co-operators  were 
intensely  interested  in  Russia,  as  at  the 
moment  they  were  carrying  through 
perhaps  the  greatest  social  and  political 
experiment  in  the  history  of  the  world.  He 
said  we  fervently  trusted  that  nothing  less 
than  the  greatest  good  for  the  greatest 
number  of  Russian  citizens  might  emerge 
from  their  efforts.  He  also  expressed  the 
view  that  to  socialise  industry  and  to  free 
the  peoples  of  the  world  from  the  yoke  of 
capitalism,  it  was  essential  that  we  should 
work  together  as  members  of  one  great 
human  family  and  not  in  the  isolated  in- 
terests of  any  particular  nation.  Co- 
operators  had  great  co-opeirative  interests 
in  common,,  and  whilst  not  sacrificing  what 
is  good  in  national  tradition,  we  should 
work  together  for  the  wider  cause  of  human 
progress  and  freedom. 


NESTLE’S 

MILO  FOOD 

Pi  'perfect  Jood  for  Children, 
Invalids,  and  Jfursing  Mothers. 

Most  of  the  patent  foods  on  the 
market  are  quite  unfit  for  a 
child’s  delicate  stomach,  which 
cannot  digest  starch  or  flour, 
except  in  small  quanlities,  unless 
changed  into 
what  is  known 
as  maltose  and 
dextrin. 

This  change  has 
taken  place  in  the 
case  of  MILO 
FOOD,  which  is  so 
prepared  that  it  con- 
tains everything  that 
a young  child 
requires,  in  a form  in 
which  itcan  be  easily 
digested. 

NESTLE’S, 

6-8,  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON,  E..C3 
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IN  FULL  SWING. 

VISIT  TO  THE  SUMMER  SCHOOL  AT 
SCARBOROUGH. 

MR.  RAE  AND  POLITICAL 
SCIENCE. 

[From  a Correspondent.] 

For  the  tenth  year  in  unbroken  succession 
the  summer  schools  organised  by  the  Central 
Education  Committee  of  tli3  Co-operative 
Union  are  in  full  swing. 

The  first  of  this  year’s  series  was  ope-ied 
at  Scarborough,  in  Orletou  College,  on  July 
29th.  The  Queen  of  Seaside  Resorts  was 
not  in  a good  humour  on  Saturday.  She  hid 
her  beauty  in  a mist  of  rain,  and  students 
arrived  more  or  less  drenched.  Their  coats 
weie  damped,  but  their  enthusiasm  is  as 
great  as  ever.  They  came  from  all  ports  of 
the  oountry.  Northumberland  sent  its 
quota,  so  did  Loudon.  Visitors  from 
Birmingham  and  Burstem  arrived  in  the 
same  train  that  carried  two  young  men 
whose  homes  stand  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile. 
Manchestei,  Sheffield,  and  Leeds  also  made 
their  contribution.  A cosmopolitan,  almost, 
an  international  group.  They  came  to 
discuss  “ Political  Science  ” undor  tho 
leadership  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Rue  ; The  Growth 
of  Social  Ideas,”  introduced  by  Mr.  James 
Taggart,  B.S<\  ; and  the  “ Structure  and 
Problems  of  Modern  Industry,”  which  is  in 
the  guidance  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Bateman  ‘Co- 
operative Scholarship  holder  from  Oxford). 


Co-operative 
: Memories  : 


By  JAMES  DEANS. 

An  interesting  little  volume  of 
reminiscences  by  one  of  our 
oldest  and  most  versatile  pro- 
pagandists. which  every  co- 
operator  should  read. 

Foreword  by 
Sir  William  Maxwell. 


One  Shilling  net.  Order  Now. 


Published  by 

The  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society  Limited. 


Unfortunately  Mr.  Taggart  has  broken 
down  in  health,  and  his  subject  lias  been 
perforce  dropped.  , 

Welcome  by  the  C.  E.  C. 

After  tea,  the  studenits  assembled  in  the 
common  room,  where  they  were  welcomed  in 
the  name  of  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee by  Mr.  Rue,  chairman  of  that  body. 
His  plea  for  fellowship  and  friendliness  was 
scarcely  needed,  for  it  was  evident  that 
despite  the  distances  that  separated  t lieu- 
homes  the  spirit  of  true  eomradetdiip  was 
present.  The  evening  was  spent  socially, 
the  wretched  condition  of  tho  elements  out- 
side notwithstanding.  A young  American 
student  hailing  temporarily  from  London, 
proved  himself  an  adept  at  the  piano. 

The  Sunday  morning  service  seemed  to  be 
thoroughly  enjoyed.  Mr.  Rue  spoke  on 
“ Living,”  and  was  listened  to  with  deep 
attention. 

I was  able  to  be  preseut  at  the  first 
lecture  on  “ Political  Science.”  The  lec- 
turer showed  its  relation  to  general  history, 
and  then  traced  the  origin  of  the  State, 
showing  that  it  was  based  on  the  family, 
whence'  it  developed,  naturally.  He  was 
careful  to  add  that  its  growth  was  not  only 
internal,  but  had  been  influenced  by  external 
causes  by  action  and  interaction.  He  finally 
defined  it  as  a corporation,  larger  than  the 
family,  based  on  justice  which  had  aooept?<l 
for  its  continued  betterment  a contrivance 
called  governments. 

In  the  discussion  tluxt  followed  the 
studSnts  were  active.  It  is  certain  that  the 
choioe  of  the  subject  was  a happy  one.  It 
seemed  rather  difficult  to  prevent  wandering 
into  politics,  which  the  lecturer  was  anxious 
to  establish  as  being  quite  as  foreign  <o 
pure  political  science  as  the  efforts  of  an  un- 
qualified quack  was  foreign  to  the  science 
of  health.  He  had  a hard  row  to  lioo.  but 
there  was  an  excellent  spirit  in  the  class, 
clever  argument,  and  some  really  good 
humour. 

Productive  of  Good. 

A telegram  of  congratulation  bearing  good 
wishes  was  received  from  the  International 
School  at  Brussels,  and  reciprocated. 

It  cannot  be  disputed  that  those  meetings 
must  be  productive  of  great  good,  and  one 
is  glad  that  next  week  other  schools  will  he 
opened  at  Folkestone  and  Shornells,  to  he 
followed  by  a fourth  at  Plymouth.  The 
Secretary  assured  me  that  but  for  tho  hard- 
ness of  tho  times,  instead  of  seven  organisa- 
tions doing  this  kind  of  work  in  different 
ways,  there  would  hare  been  no  less  than 
twelve  this  year. 

I learned  also  that  there  is  some  accommo- 
dation available  at  Scarborough  for  Iho  week 
beginning  August  19th,  and  recommend 
would-be  students  to  apply  early. 
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PREPARING  FOR  THE  GENERAL 
ELECTION. 


WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 
IV.— SOUTH-EAST  HAM  AND  MR.  ALFRED  BARNES. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


At  the  1918  election  London  bad  no  share 
in  giving  an  indication  of  the  co-operative 
vote.  The)  Co-operative  Party’s  ten  candi- 
dates ran  for  constituencies  outside  the 
Metropolitan  area.  At  the  nest  General 
Election,  so  far,  two  London  constituencies 
are  to  l>e  contested  by  Co-operative  candi- 
dates— South-East  Ham  and  North  Totten- 
ham. Dealing  first  with  the  former  con- 
stituency, it  can  safely  be  said  that  the 
prospects  are  exceedingly  bright,  from  the 
fact  that  in  Mr.  Alfred  Barnes  the  party 
have  a strong  local  candidate. 

Constituency  of  Wage- Earners. 

South-East  Ham  is  an  ordinary  working- 
class  area.  There  are  several  works  in  the 
district,  but  the  people  in  the  main  are  em- 
ployed in  London,  and  are  wage-earners  to 


Some  very  fine  public  meetings  have  been 
held  in  the  East  Ham  Town  Hall — one  of 
the  best  halls  in  London.  Crowded  audi- 
ences have  attended,  and  the  results  have 
been  most  encouraging.  As  one  of  the 
'directors  of  the  “ Daily  Herald,”  Mr. 
Barnes  is  a strong  believer  in  printer’s  ink. 
A monthly  paper,  the  “ London  Citizen,” 
lull  of  good  electioneering  “powder  and 
shot,”  is  distributed  from  house  to  house 
by  voluntary  effort;  the  circulation  is  now 
-14,500  per  month. 

Preparing  for  the  Fight. 

Intensive  work  is  being  done  by  seven 
ward  committees.  In  the  South  Ward  a 
municipal  election  was  won  by  a four  to  one 
vote,  as  already  indicated.  In  one  ward 
educational  meetings  are  held  quarterly. 


Altogether  the  work  of  the  election  cam- 
paign is  well  in  hand,  and  the  workers  will 
,be  ready  to  enter  the  fight  with  ©very  hope 
for  a victory.  The  division  is  at  present 
represented  by  Mr.  Clem  Edwards,  formerly 
Liberal  member  for  a Welsh  constituency, 
and  now  a representative  of  that  nonde- 
script organisation,  the  National  Democratic 
Party,  of  which  Mr.  Seddon  is  one  of  the 
shining  lights.  The  Party  have  neither 
numbers  nor  influence  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. It  is  regarded  as  a party  financed 
by  reactionaries  to  split  the  Labour  forces, 
but  its  power  in  this  direction  is 
negligible. 

It  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  a three- 
corneied  fight,  although  at  the  time  of  writ- 
ing the  third  candidate  has  not  been 
revealed.  The  Labour  candidate  at  the  last 
election  was  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  secre- 
tary to  the  Labour  Party,  who  was  after- 
wards returned  in  the  Widnes  by-election  in 
August,  1919.  Mr.  Clem  Edwards,  when  he 
again  faces  the  electors,  will  find  that  con- 
ditions have  changer!  since  1918,  when  the 
people  were  curried  away  by  patriotic  cries 
and  sentiment,  and  glowing  promises  which 
his  small  coterie  of  so-called  “ Democrats  ” 
have  done  nothing  to  fulfil. 

The  Candidate’s  Splendid  Record. 

Mr.  Alfred  Barnes  has  the  excellent  ad- 
vantage of  being  a resident  in  the  division, 
fully  conversant  with  the  needs  of  the 
workers,  and  whose  life  has  been  spent  in 
this  particular  district.  He  was  bom  in 
Silvertown,  the  well-known  co-operative 


Mu.  Alfred  Barnes 


whom  a strong  democratic  programme 
should  appeal.  It  is  in  the  dock  district, 
for  the  Royal  Albert  Docks  cut  across  the 
division,  and  spread  out  to  North  Wool- 
wich. The  division  is  split  up  into  five 
wards,  with  a total  electorate  of  about 
36,000.  This,  of  course,  was  formerly  part 
of  the  territory  of  the  Stratford, 
Co-operative  Society,  now  linked  with 
Edmonton  and  West  London  in  the 
London  Society.  The  London  Society 
has  two  large  branches  in  the  division,  be- 
sides several  bread  shops.  It  is  probable 
tliat  about  one-seventh  of  the  electors  are 
co-operators.  About  1,654  of  the  voters  in 
the  North  Woolwich  portion  are  within  the 
area  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society,  whose 
headquarters  are  at  Powis-street,  across 
the  water.  This  society  has  a strong  branch 
here. 


Under  the  rules  adopted  by  the  Lond< 
Society,  there  is  now  a Political  and  Ed 
cationai  Committee.  From  the  surplus  ! 
per  cent,  is  devoted  to  the  political  and  ' 
per  cent,  to  the  educational  work,  but  li: 
many  other  societies,  the  London  Soeie 
lias  felt  the  full  effects  of  the  slump,  so  lh 
there  is  not  the  same  amount  of  mom 
available  for  political  work  as  there  wou 
be  under  normal  conditions. 

A very  large  number  of  propaganda  mec 
ings  have  been  held  by  tho  local  council 
and  questions  of  great  public  importan 
have  been  dealt  with  from  the  co-opernti’ 
point  of  view.  The  Political  Cornmirtee  i 
cently  reported:  “The  Municipal  Hall  Tc 
tenham,  and  the  Town  Hall,  East  Ham,’  ha 
been  used  for  our  biggest  meetings’  ai 
the  attendances  have  been  very  satisf! 
tory.  We  have  been  able  to  interest  tl 
public  in  our  proposals  for  dealing  with  tl 
unfortunate  problem  of  unemployment,  ar 
we  believe  that  wo  have  fulfilled  a pub! 
duty  by  focussing  attention  at  this  time 
crisis  upon  this  great  social  evil.”  Mentii 
is  made  of  the  fact  that  in  the  South  War 
East  Ham,  the  committee’s  candidat 
Councillor  J.  J.  Pope  was  returned  at  tl 
council  election  with  a majority  of  oy, 
1,200. 

Unity  of  Action. 


Friendly  relations  exist  between  the 
labour  and  co-operative  organisations.  The 
East  Ham  Trades  Council  and  Cen- 
tral Labour  Party  and  the  South- 
East  Ham  Labour  Party,  together  with 
various  co-operative  organisations,  form  the 
responsible  electoral  committee.  Valuable 
assistance  is  being  given  by  the  two 
Women's  Guilds  and  the  Propaganda  Coun- 
cil in  the  division,  whilst  support  will  also 
bo  received  from  the  guilds  of  the  London 
Society  outside  the  division.  Mr.  Barnes 
wLU  have  a fiHl  Guild  backing. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  educate 
the  electors  by  both  press  and  platform. 


'“THOUSANDS  of  British  housewives  now  look  to  their  grocers 
for  an  unfailing,  abundant  milk  supply.  They  have 
learned  from  experience  how  convenient,  how  rich  and  pure 
Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  is. 

A dozen  or  so  tins  of  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  on  the  shelf 
assures  them  of  an  economical  supply  of  milk  for  every  need 
at  any  moment  of  the  day. 

Besides,  these  women  have  found  Libby’s  Milk  so  rich  that 
their  cooking  is  improved  by  it. 

For  coffee,  or  wherever  they  want  cream  they  use  Libby’s 
Milk  undiluted. 

Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  is  pure  cow’s  milk  from  famous 
pasture  lauds.  More  than  half  the  moisture  is  removed  by  a 
special  Libby  process.  Nothing  is  added.  The  milk  is  then 
sealed  in  its  container  and  sterilized  so  that  it  comes  to  you 
absolutely  pure. 

Your  grocer  sells  Libby's  Evaporated  Milk.  Order  a few 
tins  to-day,  and  be  sure  to  ask  for  Libby’s  “ The  Blue  and 
White  Pyramid  Label.” 

Let  your  grocer  be  your  milkman. 

Write  for  our  free  booklet  " Finer  Flavoured  Milk 
Dishes.”  It  is  full  of  delicious  butter  and  cream 
saving  recipes  that  will  please  the  whole  family. 


Libby,  McNeill  81  Libby,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  B),  London,  E.C.  3. 


The 


most  convenient 
milk  supply. 


productive  centre,  in  1887,  so  that  he  In 
all  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  early 
l.ooJ.  When  lie  was  to 

Mr.  A.  W.  Gohghtly  as  president  of^ 
Stratford  Co-operative  Society  in  1915  id 
was  the  youngest  official  who  had  filled  tW 
responsible  position.  He  had  won  his 
to  the  front  in  a short  time  by  bis  outstamf 
ing  abilities.  “ Barnes  of  Stratford  ’>  s ' ' 
became  known  at  the  C.W.S.  quarter^ 
meetings  and  at  the  various  conferences  I 
a sincere  and  convincing  speaker,  one 
was  able  to  marshal  his  facts  and  finirll 
skilfully,  and  to  hold  his  own  again? 
debaters  of  the  front  rank. 

Under  Mr.  Barnes’  presidency  the  Strat 
ford  Society  extended  its  activities,  enlar^i 
its  membership,  and  became  one  of  th« 
strongest  in  the  country,  besides  having 
the  reputation  of  being  progressive  and  uni 
to-date.  From  personal  experience  I know 
of  no  other  southern  president  who  has  nut 
in  so  much  time  as  Mr.  Barnes  lias  done 
During  tho  war,  when  the  society,  like  iu 
neighbours,  was  hard  hit  by  shortage  and 
irksome  conditions,  Mr.  Baines  was° cease- 
less in  his  efforts  to  serve  the  members’ 
interests. 

The  Amalgamation  Scheme. 


Then  came  the  difficult  and  intricate 
negotiations,  first  for  amalgamating  with 
Edmonton,  and  subsequently  with  West 
#London,  this  work  being  satisfactorily  ear- 
ned through  largely  by  his  efforts.  ' Mr 
'Barnes  acted  in  the  belief  that  “ th©  problem 
ppf  amalgamation  must  be  tackled  to  make 
I tjhe  movement  more  powerful  in  the  capital 
city  of  the  country.”  Mr.  Barnes  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  London  Society 
• The  example  set  by  Stratford  was  later  fob 
lowed  by  the  fusion  of  the  Willesdeu  and 
the  Perseverance  Societies,  now  known  as 
North-West  London.  Unfortunately,  these 
amalgamations  have  synchronised  with  a 
period  of  depression,  and  this  has  placed  the 
.societies  in  an  unfavourable  position,  which 
Pjyves  the  opponents  of  largo  societies  a 
<oJkmce  of  or oa king.  But  this  check  is  only 
'J a temporary  one. 

Mr.  Barnes,  in  his  busy  life,  has  found 
time  to  render  valuable  aid  to  the  Joint 
Committed  of^ London  Societies,  of  which  he 
has  been  chairman^  and  also  as  a member 
of  the  London  Joint  Advisory  Council  of 
Trade  l nionists  and  Co-operators.  He  has 
always  supported  the  co-operative  movement 
taking  political  action.  “ I consider  this 
step,”  he  once  stated,  “ one  of  the  wisest 
and  most  significant  ever  taken  by  co-opera- 
tors. I quite  realise  that  the  decision  to 
enter  the  political  life  of  the  State  was 
brought  about  by  force  of  circumstances, 
and  I feel  convinced  that  if  this  step  had 
been  taken  previously,  we  should  have 
secured  greater  recognition  from  the  Gov- 
ernment departments.”  On  the  political 
side  Mr.  Barnes  has  been  an  active  member 
of  the  Co-operative  Party,  and  is  serving 
on  the  executive. 


A Keen  Trade  Unionist. 

Trade  unionism  has  found  in  Mr.  Barnes 
a loyal  and  consistent  supporter.  As  a 
youth  he  served  an  apprenticeship  with  a 
firm  of  silversmiths  in  the  West-end  of 
London,  and  he  became  a student  at  the 
L.C.C.  School  of  Arts  and  Crafts  until 
reaching  his  majority.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  he  was  elected  to  the  London 
executive  of  Iris  trade  union,  and  subse- 
quently he  was  appointed  on  tho  L.C.C. 
Consultative  Committee  on  Technical  Edu- 
cation. He  hag  also  served  on  the  general 
council  of  his  union. 

In  the  Labour  movement  Mr.  Barnes 
earned  warm  appreciation  for  his  energetic 
work  as  secrotary  of  the  East  London 
Federation  of  the  I.L.P.,  and  in  other 
democratic  movements  he  “ pulled  Ills  full 
weight.”  He  has  used  his  voice  in  advocacy, 
of  reforms  in  the  workers’  interest,  whilst 
as  a contributor  of  articles  to  his  society’s 
monthly  organ  he  has  shown  himself  no  less 
skilful  with  his  pen. 

The  candidature  of  Mr.  Barnes  was  put 
forward  by  the  Co-operative  Representation 
Committee  which  formerly  existed,  and  this 
was  approved  by  the  National  Committee  of 
the  Co-operative  Party,  endorsed  by  the 
central  Labour  Party,  the  East  Ham  Trades 
Council,  and  the  South-East  Ham  Labour 
Party.  All  the  progressive  forces  in  the 
division  are  united  in  his  support. 

The  Man  for  Westminster. 

This  unity  should  presage  success.  We 
need  men  of  Mr.  Barnes’  calibre  at  West- 
minster, who  will  fearlessly  espouse  the 
workers’  -cause.  His  wide  practical  experi- 
ence of  the  co-operative  movement  in  all  its 
phases  will  ,£nable  him  to  speak  wit® 
authority  when  our  principles  are  assailed 
by  vested  interests.  There  is  likely  to  h® 
a big  fight  in  the  future,  and  we  need  # 
solid  band  of  men  like  Mr.  Barnes  to 
•esnno  jno  nordineip 

Next  week:  North  Tottenham  and  Mr.  R* 
C.  Morrison. 


A GERMAN  TOUR. 

On  Friday,  a party  of  co-operntive 
travellers  journeyed  from  Victoria  en  rout® 
for  a week’s  tour  in  Germany,  whiJi  M® 
been  arranged  by  the  Royal  Arsjna* 
Society’s  International  Travel  Guild.  , 
itinerary  include©  visits  to  Berlin 
and  Hamburg,  and  although  arranged  un T 
the  auspices  of  the  German  Co-operative 
Union  will  net  bo  confined  to  places  of 
operative  interest.  Arrangements  *in 
been  made  to  visit  various  stores  am*  ( 
operative  productive  works. 
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INTERNATIONAL  news  service. 
theIujssian  “CENTROSOYUS”  and 

ITS  WORK. 


LONDON  OFFICE  NOW  UNDER  MOSCOW  CONTROL. 


It  has  been  a 
very  difficult 
matter,  indeed,  for 
the  earnest  reader, 
let  alone  the  general 
to  really  know 
who’s  who  and 
what’s  what  in  tho 
Russian  co-opera- 
tive movement. 
And  so  we  welcome 
a serious  attempt 
that  is  being  made 
at  last  to  keep 
British  readers  in- 
formed as  to  what 
tho  great  Russian 
Co-operative  Move- 
ment is  and  what  it  is  doing. 

The  majority  of  our  readers,  by  now,  are 
aware  that  the  All-Russian  Central  Union  of 
Consumers’  Societies — by  way  of  abbreviation 
called  the  “Centrosoyus” — is  tho  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society  of  Russia.  Established 
as  far  back  as  1898,  with  the  headquarters  in 
Moscow,  the  Centrosoyus  long  ago  did  business 
with  the  foreign  markets,  but  it  was  only  in 
the  beginning  of  1917  that  the  directors  decided 
to  open  their  first  foreign  branch,  in  London. 

The  London  office  of  the  Centrosoyus,  in  1919, 
became  an  English  limited  liability  company 
under  the  name  of  “ Centrosoyus  (England) 
Ltd.,"  with  a share  capital  of  £250,000  fully 
paid.  The  first  board  of  the  English  company 
was  composed  of  four  director's — three  of  them 
members  of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Centro- 
soyus. But  in  1920  changes  occurred  in  the 
Moscow  headquarters,  and  the  new  board 
requested  the  aforementioned  three  former 
members  to  hand  over  to  them  the  business 
and  funds  of  the  Centrosoyus  office  in  England. 

The  old  directors,  however,  refused  to 
recognise  the  new  board,  and,  until  recently, 
to  hand  over  the  business  and  the  funds  which 
•were  in  their  hands.  But  after  the  Basle 
Congress  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  recognised  the  Moscow  Centrosoyus 
and  its  delegates  as  the  true  and  only  repre- 
sentatives of  Russian  co-operation,  tho  recal- 
citrant members  of  the  board  decided  to  givo 
way.  And  now  the  transfer  of  the  business 
and  the  funds  of  the  Centrosoyus  Limited  to 
the  control  of  the  Moscow  Centrosoyus  has 
been  completed,  and  thus  the  Russian  Cen- 
trosoyus again  has  its  own  commercial  or- 
ganisation in  England,  at  “ Hazlitt  House,” 
Southampton  Buildings,  London,  W.C.2. 

Its  International  Relations. 

The  Centrosoyus,  in  order  to  maintain  and 
develop  permanent  relations  with  all  co- 
operative organisations  abroad,  established  a 
bureau  for  co-operative  intercommunication, 
tho  “ Intercoopbureau  ” of  the  Centrosoyus, 
in  London,  in  November,  1920,  under  the 
management  of  Dr.  V.  N.  Lolovtsev,  a repre- 
sentative of  the  Centrosoyus  on  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance. 

The  Intercoopureau  of  the  Centrosoyus 
maintains  permanent  relations  with  the  Inter- 
national  Co-operative  Alliance,  and  with 
twenty-five  central  national  co-operative  or- 
ganisations it  took  an  active  part  in  organising 
tho  visit  of  the  Russian  co-operative  delega- 
tion-headed by  Mr.  L.  M.  Khintchuk,  the 
president  of  Centrosoyus — to  Western  Europe 
W danuary-Fcbruary,  1922,  and  of  the  inter- 
^tional  co-operative  delegation — consisting 


of  representatives 
of  the  Inter- 
nationa' Co-opera- 
tive Alliance  and  of 
tho  English,  French 
Belgian,  and  Swiss 
co-operative  move- 
ments— to  Russia  in 
March  of  this  year. 

Useful  informa- 
tion in  the  form  of 
reports,  papers,  &c., 
is  freely  circulated 
by  the  Intercoop- 
bureau to  the  inter- 
national and  tho 
national  co-opera- 
tive organisations 
so  strengthening  tho  bond  throughout  the 
civilised  world,  through  the  branches  in 
London,  Berlin,  Reval,  Kovno,  New  York, 
Paris,  and  Stockholm. 

At  the  Recent  Congress. 

Tho  Congress  of  the  Centrosoyus  was  held  in 
Moscow  last  month,  and  English,  Danish,  and 
Austrian  delegates  were  present.  Some  171 
co-operative  organisations  were  represented  by 
700  delegates,  Qf  whom  683  had  full  voting 
power ; and  of  the  last-named  488  were  Com- 
munists and  95  non-party,  and  of  the  117 
delegates  in  an  advisory  capacity  99  were 
Communists  and  28  non-party. 

The  chairman  of  the  Centrosoyus,  M. 
Khintchuk,  in  his  opening  address,  said : “ Our 
machinery  has  now  been  put  right,  and  we  are 
just  beginning  to  feel  that  the  busine33  of  the 
Centrosoyus  is  on  a firm  economic  foundation. 
Our  duty  must  be  to  do  all  we  can  to  fight 
private  capital,  and  to  exert  all  our  efforts  for 
the  unification  of  all  the  consumers’  co-opera- 
tives, which  should  become  a potent  factor  in 
the  economic  life  of  the  country.” 

M.  Kissin  reported  that  the  Swiss  co-opera- 
tors had  made  proposals  for  joint  activities, 
the  Belgian  movement  was  greatly  interested 
in  the  Centrosoyus,  the  Germans  were  negotia- 
ting with  them,  and  the  Czechs  offered  a credit 
of  2,000,000  kronen  in  return  for  a like  favour 
in  Russian  goods.  But  the  most  important 
connections  established  were  those  with  the 
English  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 
Negotiations  with  that  society  are  well  ad- 
vanced, he  said,  although  the  high  prices  of 
commodities  in  England  made  transactions 
difficult. 

One  of  the  chief  tasks  of  the  moment,  said 
M.  Feigin,  in  his  statement  on  the  financial 
policy  of  the  Centrosoyus,  was  to  regulate  and 
facilitate  the  work  of  the  consumers’  co- 
operatives in  relation  to  money  matters. 
He  said:  "The  trading  activity  of  co- 
operation is  based,  at  present,  not  on 
barter  but  on  monetary  transactions.” 

M.  Khintchuk  detailed  an  extensive  plan 
for  trade  by  the  Centrosoyus,  which  meant 
a plan  for  the  whole  of  the  consumers  co- 
operatives in  Russia.  Tho  Centrosoyus,  at 
the  present  time,  has  material  and  other 
resources  for  tho  purpose  of  trado  to  the 
aggregate  value  of  24,250,000  gold  roubles. 

A large  portion  of  the  money  qf  the  Cen- 
trosoyus is  invested  in  raw  material  for  ex- 
ports. A feature  of  the  business  of  the 
Centrosoyus  is  the  collecting  of  raw  materials 
which  is  done  generally  by  means  of  local 
co-operative  machinery. 


L.  M.  Khintchuk, 
tlie  President,  of  tho 
Central  Board  of  tho 
Ct-'ntrosoyus  Moscow, 
and  a London  director. 


A.  A.  Kissin, 
a member  of  the  Central 
Board  of  tho  Centrosoyus 
in  Moscow,  and  a direc- 
tor of  London  branch. 


American  move  for  cheap  paper, 

A proposal  is  under  discussion  between 
e Locomotive  Enginemen  and  Firemen's 
Won  and  other  Labour  organisations  in  the 
liTt  ^ ,C^a*'es  America  as  to  tho  possi- 
jty  of  ostablisliing  a Labour-owned  paper 
• The  proposal  was  endorsed  by  the 
™ Ptate  men,  at  their  recent  conference,  as 
£1  ^ erna^vo  to  a scheme  for  raising 
Gt  -J?’000  t0  star*'  a Labour  daily-  It  was 
by  acquiring  a paper  mill  the 
jj-  naJ7nous  excess  profits  of  the  paper  eom- 
e-  ..  'ro»ld  be  eliminated.  When  will  a 
ar  move  be  made  in  this  country? 


,N  tHE  SWEDISH  PRESS. 

dorJjf ,RTtAI'  Swedish  newspapers  h 
'"g  attention  to  Co-operatioi 
®ncwii^10ns  6°  to  6l,ow  that  co-c 
and  thrift,  regulates  con 

°°nopo|vthe  bulwark  against  ca 


A BELGIAN  TAX  SQUASHED. 

A proposal  of  tho  Belgian  Parliament  to  tax 
goods  in  transmission  from  the  parent  business 
premises  to  tho  branches  has  failed,  thanks  to 
the  co-operative  deputies.  Tho  defender  of 
the  private  traders  said  the  fact  was  the  middle- 
men were  being  crushed  under  tho  competition 
of  the  great  monopoly  shops  and  co-operative 
societies.  M.  Tsehoffen  did  not  hesitate  to 
say  it  was  a veiled  attack  on  co-operatives. 

GOLD  MEDAL  FOR  ITALIAN  LEADER. 

The  Administrative  Council  of  the  great 
Co-operativ©  Union  of  Milan  have  conferred 
the  gold  medal  of  merit  on  Signor  M.  R. 
Radaelli — who  is  no  stranger  to  English 
co-operators — on  his  completing  tweutv- 
five  years  of  active  and  devoted  service  to 
the  society.  Signor  RadaelLi  has  just  re- 
tired as  the  director  of  tho  food  department. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 

INDIA’S  SALVATION. 

CIVIL  SERVANT  ON  CO-OPERATION. 


It  is  significant  of  the  importance  of  the 
co-operative  movement  in  India  tliat  No. 
1 of  the  series  of  books,  " India  of  To-day,” 
published  by  Humphrey  Milford  (Oxford 
University  Press,  3s.  Gd.),  should  be 
entitled  “ An  Introduction  to  C'o-opeba- 
tion  IN  India.”  The  book,  by  C.  F. 
Strickland,  of  the  Indian  Civil  Service, 
makes  no  great  demand  upon  the  time  of 
the  reader  prompted  by  curiosity,  but  it 
gives  plenty  of  matter  for  the  consideration 
of  the  student  of  the  economic  problem  in 
India  and  the  co-operative  solution.  More 
detailed  accounts  of  co-operative  activity 
in  the  Eastern  Empire  are  provided  in  some 
other  publications,  notably  Mr.  H.  W. 
Wolff’s  monumental  work,  but  Mr.  Strick- 
land has  given  the  essential  facts.  In 
describing  the  economic  problem  in  general 
lie  points  to  the  three  chief  evils  of  modern 
capitalism.  (1)  The  quantity  of  goods  is 
ill-adjusted  to  the  consumers’  needs;  at 
one  time  excessive  and  causing  a glut;  at 
another  deficient  and  causing  high  prices; 
and  at  all  times  the  consumer  tends  to  pay 
an  excessive  price  and  the  prime  producer 
to  receive  an  inadequate  return  because 
each  article  passes  through  the  hands  of 
superfluous  middlemen.  (2)  The  quality 
of.  goods  is  debased.  “ Under  capitalism 
bad  quality  can  never  be  eliminated ; the 
consumer  and  the  producer  are  helpless, 
the  legislator  ineffective,  and  the  share- 
holder indifferent.”  , (3)  Both  producer  and 
consumer  are  discontented ; the  latter 
through  paying  a high  price  for  faked 
goods,  and  the  former  because  lie  is  not 
master  of  his  work  and  believes  that  he 
does  not  receive  a fair  return. 

The  author  examines  rival  remedies — 
State  Socialism,  Communism,  and  Trade 
Unionism  (under  which  he  also  takes  Syndi- 
calism and  Guild  Socialist) — and  lie  may 
be  said  to  dismiss  them,  although  Jte  holds 
Guild  Socialism  to  be  akin  to  co-operation. 
He  then  proceeds  to  deal  with  the  Co- 
operative Solution. 

" A century  of  experience,”  he  submits, 
" has  given  to  Oo-operation,  with  a capital 
G,  a precis©  meaning.  It  indicates  the 
association  of  individuals  to  secure  a 
common  economic  end  by  honest  means,” 
and,  he  adds,  “ the  basis  of  tho  association 
is  voluntary  and  democratic.”  Evidently, 


FUN  IN  TABLOIDS. 

Nobody  wants  fun  served  up  in  ponderous 
tomes,  and  nobody  knows  that  better  than  Mr. 
A.  E.  Morton,  the  originator  of  the  “ Imp  ” 
drawings  that  have  lightened  so  many  news- 
papers. “ ‘ Imp’rassions  of  Pappa  and  Son  ” 
is  a delightful  “volume  of  laughter”  for  one 
shilling.  Every  picture  in  it  tells  a story — 
oven  the  advertisement  pictures.  Tho  reader 
can  begin  on  any  page,  either  at  the  top  of  tho 
page  or  the  bottom,  and  he  is  immediately 
provided  with  a tabloid  picture  story  that 
causes  a ripple  of  laughter  till  the  next  tabloid 
is  taken  ; and  so  on  ad  infinitum,  for  the  reader 
goes  over  them  all  again.  A.  E.  M.’s  drawings 
are  delightful ; and,  as  the  book  is  printed  at 
the  “ Co-operative  News  ” office,  it  is  super- 
fluous to  say  tho  job  is  well  done.  Harry 
Lauder  declares  it  to  be  “ clever,  clean,  and 
comical,  and  worthy  of  a big  sale  ” ; and  Harry 
himself  is  a rare  co-mic.  “ ‘ Imp’ressions  ” 
can  be  had  at  all  bookstalls  and 
newsageueies. 

SOCIALIST  REVIEW. 

Volume  twenty  of  the  "Socialist 
Review,”  published  for  the  Independent 
Labour  Party,  commences  with  the  July 
number,  ana  the  publishers  announce  a 
return  to  the  pre-war  price  of  6d.  This  is 
the  second  reduction  in  price  this  year, 
and  is  warranted  by  the  continued  demand 
and  the  accession  of  new  subscribers.  In 
addition  to  all  the  usual  features,  the  July 
number  contains  the  first  of  a series  of 
articles  by  the  Editor  fJ.  Ramsay  Mac- 
donald) on  " The  Outlook  for  Trade 
Unionism,”  and  Mr.  O.  P.  Trevelyan, 
formerly  M.P.  for  Elland,  and  Parliamen- 
tary Secretary  for  Education  in  the  Asqnith 
Ministry,  writes  on  " Should  the  Labour 
Party  have  a Programme?”  a subject  of 
special  interest  in  view  of  the  Labour  Party 
Conference  at  Edinburgh  and  the  discus- 
sions around  the  prospect  of  a Labour 
Government. 

BOOKS  RECEIVED. 

"A  Short  History  of  British  Agri- 
culture,” by  John  Orr.  Publishers: 
Oxford  University  Press,  London.  Price 
2s.  Gd.  net. 


the  writer  claims,  if  6uch  an  association 
can  bo  successful  in  the  business  world,  it 
will  ho  morally  superior  to  such  selfish 
devices  as  cornering  tho  market,  wanton 
restriction  of  production,  nntrue  advertised 
ment,  and  adulteration  of  goods, 

Tho  progress  of  Co-operation  in  England 
and  the  example  of  Co-operation  in  Italy 
are  commended  to  the  Indian  reader  for 
study,  and  a brief  account  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  co-operative  methods  jn  India 
follows.  Of  the  efficacy  of  Co-operation  in 
India  the  writer  has  no  doubt.  His  evi- 
dence of  its  power  as  a factor  in  the  re- 
demption of  tho  Indian  from  tho  clutches 
of  the  usurer  is  convincing,  and  if  tho 
Registrar  in  India  has  a control  that  tho 
Registrar  in  England  has  not,  Mr.  Strick- 
land asks  it  to  be  remembered  tliat  the 
average  co-operator  in  England  is  literatd, 
and  if  co-operative  independence  of  officials 
is  claimed  in  India  before  tho  co-operaWir 
there  is  ready  to  maintain  a really  higjj 
level  of  exactitude,  “ it  will  bring  him  to 
disorder.” 

Already  there  are  45^,000  credit  societies 
with  lj}  million  members  (so  that  tho 
credit  societies  touch  about  eight  million^ 
of  the  people);  he  reckons  on  1,100  con- 
sumers and  supply  societies ; 500  pro- 
ducers’ societies,  of  which  about  half  are 
agricultural,  the  rest  comprising  dyorsj 
leather  - workers,  wood  - workers,  me  tall 
wprkers,  printers,  and  fishermen's  socie- 
ties ; but  insurance,  irrigation,  housing  and 
building,  are  all  forms  of  public  service  now 
rendered  by  co-operative  organisations  in 
India ; co-operative  dispensaries  are  already 
known,  and  the  co-operative  arbitration 
society  is  abolishing  much  of  the  litigation 
wliich  has  hitherto  been  almost  as  ruinous 
to  the  Indian  as  usury. 

Apart  from  the  economic  advantages 
which  the  author  rates  very  highly,  lie 
pays  the  movement  the  tribute  that  " the 
influence  of  Co-operation  is  everywhere 
exemplified  in  the  growth  of  two  ideas: 
the  worth  of  education  and  the  futility  of 
litigious  quarrels  are  more  and  more  clearly 
realised.” 

Mr.  Strickland,  while  writing  chiefly  of 
India,  has  produced  a little  volume  highly 
instructive  for  the  inquirer  who  does  not 
yet  understand  what  our  movement  is  all 
about.  M.  L. 


BOOK  FOR  CLERKS. 

Time-saving  is  tho  feature  of  tho  “ In- 
stantek”  Interest  and  Discount  Tables 
(Bowman  and  Murdah,  99,  Shoe-lane,  London. 
Is.).  It  is  ono  of  those  books  which  clerks 
find  indispensable.  It  shows  at  a glance  tho 
interest  on  sums  varying  from  a penny  to 
£1,000,  at  rates  varying  from  J per  cent,  to 
95  per  cent.  ; and  it  serves  its  purpose  at  a 
wonderful  economy  of  space  and  paper  and  ink 


By  Appointment. 


HOW  many  brands  of  milk 
can  you  think  of  with  a 
reputation  equal  to  Nestle’s  ? 
NOT  ONE.  Quality,  Purity, 
Safety— these  all  tell  with  the 
vast  majority  of  people,  and 
Nestle’s  is  still  unrivalled. 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Use  Nestle’s  for  all  purposes 
and  you  will  be  safe  against 
all  milk  risks. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-3,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 
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A WELCOME  REVIVAL. 


CHEERFUL  CHATHAM 


FARNHAM  KIDDIES  MAKE 
MERRY. 


CHILDREN. 

OVER  6,000  ENTERTAINED. 


A very  welcome  ami  popular,  event  was 
tho  first  children’s  gala  arranged  by  the 
educational  committee  of  the  Farnham 
Society  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  The  secretary  of  the  committee,  is 
Mrs.  A.  Russell,  who  also  occupies  the 
position  of  president  of  the' local  Women’s 
Uo-operative  Guild,  the  members  of  which 
organisation  Contributed  much  to  the 
Success  of-the  event.  Mr.  H.  Sanders  (the 
society’s  president)  was  generally  respon- 
sible for  the  fete  arrangements. 

The  entrants  in  the  advertisement  parade 
numbered  fifty-eight,  and  assembled  in  the 
Owen  Hall.  Each  boy  or  girl  was  dressed 
to  advertise-  some  C.W.S.  production  by 
means  of  posters,  wrappers,  &c\,  and  con- 
siderable ingenuity  was  displayed  in  the 
use  of  the  materials  supplied  to  make  up 
the  dresses.  -.The  judges,  who  were  Mrs. 
Tanner,  Mrs.  Dyroott,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Allan 
Young,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Harris,  had  no  easy 
task  in  deciding  which  competitors  should 
be  awarded  prizes.  The  parade  was  marked 
by  great  variety  and  a uniformly  high 
standard.  The  following  results  were  in 
due  course  decided  upon;  — 

Girls  between  11  and  14. — 1,  Dora 
Smith;  2,  Florence  Andrews;  3,  Dorothy 
I>arapard. 

Girls  under  11. — *1,  Cissie  Saunders;  2, 
Gladys  Woolley;  3,  Joyce  Downham;  4, 
Audrey  Gale. 

Boys  over  11. — 1,  Cecil  Nash;  2,  Regi- 
nald Stallard. 

Boys  under  11. — 1,  Percy  Qhuter ; 2, 
Philip  Dowling;  3,  Cyril  Barlow;  4,  Frank 
Cross. 

A Charming  Picture. 

Pairs. — 1,  Winnie  Baverstock  and  Reggie 
Jellett  (who  were  children  of  four  to  five 
years,  and  made  a very  charming  picture 
in  their  representation' of  the  costumes  of 
the  early  19th  century);  2,  Henry  Hughes 
and  Ivy  Pullen  (also  young  children,  who 
as  a bridal  couple  were  very  effective).  A 
special  prize  ottered  to  girls  making  their 
own  dresses  was  awarded  to  Ivy  Bucking- 
ham . 

The  judging  concluded,  a procession  was 
formed  in  Union-street,  where  the  lead  was 
taken  by  the  bnnd  of  the  district  schools, 
the  competitors  in  the  advertisement 
parade  coining  next,  some  three  to  four 
hundred  children  bringing  up  the  rear. 
Flags  and  the  banner  of  the  Women’s  Co- 
operative Guild  were  displayed  and  Mr. 
Sanders  acted  as  marshal. 

The  proceedings  were  marred  by  rain, 
which  continued  until  tea-time.  Fortu- 
nately the  Park,  where  the  gala  was  held, 
offered  considerable  shelter,  and  children 
and  adults  waited  with  commendable 
patience  and  cheerfulness  for  the  break  in 
the  weather,  which  it'  was  hoped  would 
later  take  place.  The  selections  of  the 
band,  too,  did  much  to  inspire  a courageous 
outlook.  Tea  was  served  to  some  400 
children  and  200  adults,  and  this  over,  the 
rain  oeased,  the  sun  shone,  and  the  dismal 
afternoon  • was  quite  forgotten  in  the  joy 
of  the  well-patronised  sports  that  filled  the 
evening.  In  addition  to  the  sports  there 
were  some  of  the  usual  attractions  that 
serve  a useful  purpose  in  the  functioning 
of  fetes. 

Guessing  Competitions. 

Mrs.  Erben  ns  fortune-teller  was  well 
patronised.  The  cake  and  sweet  guessing 
competitions,  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Hayter. 
resulted  in  .Mrs.  Woolley  being  declared 
winner  of  the  cake,  and  Miss  F.  Huckle 
and  Mrs.  Stewart  botli  guessed  the  correct 
number  of  sweets.  Mrs.  Knight  iron  the 
bead  guessing  prize.  In  tire  nail-driving 
competition,  in  charge  of  Air.  R.  Stallard. 
there  were  many  entries,  and  the  winners 
jrove.l  to  be:  Gentlemen,  .Ur.  i.owma.i,  ana 
adies,  Mrs.  Stallard,  who  succeeded  in 
four  and  sixteen  blows  respectively.  In 
charge  of  the  refreshment  stall  were  Airs. 
Downes  and  Mrs.  Coni  son.  Prizes  were 

also  awarded  for  the  best-made  cakes  and 
bread,  and  the  judge  was  Air.  J.  Burfoot. 
The  winners  were: — Bread-making:  Mrs. 
Rogers.  Plain  c-ake:  1.  Mrs.  Burchett;  2, 
Airs,  Bullock ; 3,  Miss  Russell.  Fruit 
cake:  1.  Mrs.  Stallard;  2,  Airs.  Garrett; 
3,  Miss  Burchett.  Airs.  Hnyter  was  the 
receiver  of  entries  in  these  sections. 

Much  intere-.t  on  the  part  of  the  girls 
and  boys  was  displayed  in  the  spoon  and 
boot  polisliing  competitions,  which  Mr. 
Sanders  superintended.  The  successful 
competitors  were  as  follows: — Spoon  clean- 
ing: 1,  Rose  Jury;  2.  Irene  Stone;  3,  Cissie 
Saunders.  Boot  polishing:  1,  Frank  Webb; 
2,  Arthur  Day  ; 3,  Robert  Smith. 

The  sports  went  well,  and  in  this  depart- 
ment Air.  H.  ltothwell  was  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Rothwell,  Airs.  Sanders.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dymott,  Afessrs.  A.  E.  Smith,  AV. 
Culver,  Stallard,  and  Kimber. 


The  members  of  the  South  Suburban 
Society  s Junior  Guild  and  Comrades’  Circle 
(Sutton  brandies)  were  presented  with 
prizes  arid  certificates,  won  in  Hie  recent 
examination  on  co-operation,  at  a social 
gathering  on  July  25th. 

At  a British  Legion  meeting  r.t  Southend- 
on-Sea,  a high  compliment  was  paid  to  the 
co-operative  movement,  it  being  stated  that 
ex -Service  men  helped  by  the  Unity  Relief 
Committee,  were  highly  pleased  at  being 
able  to  get  all  their  goods,  also  their  coals, 
from  the  local  stores.  Praise  was  also  given 
to  the  branches  of  the  London  Society  for 
the  way  in  which  the  men  were  attended  to. 


It  was  an  excited  but  well-behaved  army 
of  children  that  gathered  near  the  Chatham 
Co-operative  Stores  on  the- occasion* of  the 
recent  children's  gala,  which  was  held  in 
the  Luton  Recreation  Ground.  The  streets 
of  Luton  were  lined  with  admiring  parents 
and  other  spectators.  Enlivening  martial 
airs  were  played  by  the  Chatham  Alilitnry 
Band  and  the  Salvation  Army  Bands  of 
Gillingham  and  Chatham.  At  the  head  of 
the  procession  walked  the  president  of  the 
society  (Air.  D.  Flemming)  and  the  secre- 
tary (Air.  G.  Rosenberg).  Near  them  the 
banner  of  the  society  was  proudly  borne 
aloft.  The  real  carnival  touch  was  im- 
parted by  the  five  tableaux  cars,  linder  the 
respective  titles  of  -‘Bubbles,”  “Japanese 
Tea  Garden,”  “Jain  Jar,”  “Maypole," 
and  “Shield  Competitions.”  The  decora- 
tions on  the  cars  and  tile  grouping  of  the 
costumed  and  bedecked  children  who 
adorned  them  were  delightful.  Two  hun- 
dred children  from  the  Cottage  Homes 
were  smiling  happily.  Banners  and  flags 
were  freely  interspersed  throughout. 

Once  in  the  Recreation  Ground,  the 
children  dispersed  and  made  a vigorous 
attack  on  the  various  forms  of  amusement. 
The  swjngs,  sweet-stalls,  Punch  and  Judy 
show-  ventriloquinl  entertainment  (Profes- 
sor Bourne)  and  other  short-cuts  to  happi- 
ness were  soon  working  at  full  pressure. 
Viewed  from  the  distance  the  ..ground 
looked  like  a human  ant  hill. 

Maypole  Dancers. 

A pleasing  diversion  was  provided  by  the 
Maypole  dancers,  under  Mrs.  Wallace.  The 
performance  of  these  children  was  pleasing 
in  an  unusual  degree.  Not  only  were  they 
well  trained,  but  they  had  caught  the  spirit 
of  the  dances.  The  young  men  of  the  Luton 
Church  Institute  showed  their  gymnastic 
prowess.  Large  numbers  of  children  were 
attracted  by  the  sports,  which  were  run- 
ning continuously..  Some  of  the  events  had 
to  be  postponed,  however,  on  account  of 
the  rain. 

The  great  moment  of  the  day,  however, 
was  when  the  bugle  blast  swept  across  the 
ground,  announcing  that  tea  was  ready. 
Tlie  attention  of  6,000  children  immediately 
became  focussed  oil  the  necessity  for  trans- 
ferring themselves  from  one  part  of  the 
field  to  another.  Thanks  to  the  supervision 
of  Air.  Rcseuberg  and  the  assistance  of 
the  Luton  police,  this  was  carried  out  suc- 
cessfully and  without  mishap. 

Souatting  in  groups  on  the  ground,  tlie 
children  were  soon  supplied  with  tea,  bread 
and  butter,  and  rakes.  There  was  plenty, 
and  they  ate  heartily.  The  organisation 
was  faultless,  and  the  business  of  providing 
the  children  with  their  tea  was  carried  out 
swiftly  and  with  smoothness.  . After  tea 
the  children  resumed  their  pursuit  of 
pleasure,  but  a short  time  afterwards  the 
rain  came  down  with  destructive  effect. 
Alost  of  the  children  dispersed  to  their 
homes,  but  they  had  had.  over  three  hours 
of  enjoyment,  and  all  of  them  seemed  in 
a happy  state  of  mind. 


NORWICH  MANAGER’S 

RETIREMENT. 

PRESENTATION  TO  MR.  J.  T.  GEE. 

Avter  the' business  on  Tuesday  last  week 
a very  pleasing  ceremony  took  place  in  the 
Norwich  Society's  board-room,  when  Air.  J. 
T.  Gee  (general  manager),  who  will  shortly 
retire,  was  the  recipient  of  a handsome 
electro-plated  teapot  and  a fine  pair  of 
candlesticks  from  the  past  and  present 
members  ol  tlie  board.  Amongst  those  pre- 
sent were  Afessrs.  E.  Canned,  A.  Tlnirlow, 
G.  Wesby,  and  W.  Barnes  (past  members  of 
the  board),  also  Air.  Clark  (Air.  Gee’s  suc- 
cessor). Airs.  Conley  and  Messrs.  W. 
Holmes  and  G.  Lntlinn  (also  past  members 
of  the  hoard)  sent  communications  'stating 
their  inability  to  attend,  and  wishing  Air. 
Geo  many  years  of  good  health  and  happiness 
in  his  retirement. 

Mr.  AV.  B.  Greenfield  (chairman  of  the 
society)  made  the  presentation,  and  in  doing 
so  said  they  were  all  sorry  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  Air.  Gee  had  thought  fit 
to  retire,  and  they  hoped  that  both  Airs. 
Gee  and  himself  would  have  good  health  and 
happiness  to  enjoy  their  retirement. 

Air.  Gee,  in  reply,  said  he  felt  deeply 
thankful  for  what  had  been  said  and  for 
the  handsome  present,  which  he  appreciated 
very  heartily.  Air.  Gee  gave  some  reminis- 
cences of  his  early  days  in  the  movement, 
which  were  interesting.  He  said  his  one  aim 
from  the  beginning  was  to  build  up  the 
society  on  a sound  financial  basis,  in  which 
lie  had  been  successful.  He  said  he  appre- 
ciated the  kindness  he  had  received  from 
all. 

Various  speeches  followed,  Alessrs,  E. 
Canned,.  G.  Wesby,  A.  Tlnirlow,  and  J. 
Foyster  taking  part. 

Air.  J.  T.  Gee  proposed  congratulations 
and  success  to  Air.  Clark,  the  newly- 
appointed  general  manager. 

Air.  Clark,  in  his  reply,  thanked  all  for 
the  kind  congratulations’ received  since  his 
appointment. 

Mr.  Ashby  proposed  the  health  of  the 
secretary  of  the  society.  Air.  Tidd,  Air. 
Betts,  Air.  AV.  Barnes,  and  the  General 
Manager  supported. 

Air.  Neale,  in  response  to  the  toast, 
thanked  the  committee  for  their  words  of 
appreciation. 
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RAINHAM  REVELS. 


GAEA  DAY  A GREAT  SUCCESS. 

The  gloat  day  of  the  year  in  the  lives  of 
file  co-operative  children  of  Ruiuhnm  was 
Saturday,  July  22nd,  When  the  annual  gala 
took  place  in  the  Recreation  Ground. 
Although  there  were  a few  showers  of  rain 
early  in  the  afternoon,  they  did  not  inter- 
fere with  the  success  of  the  event. 

The  procession  from  the  Station-road 
Stores  was  headed  by  Air.  F.  Barden  (presi- 
dent of  the  society),  Air.  G.  F.  Scotchman 
(manager),  and  Air.  H.  Budds  (secretary). 
The  procession  was  a striking  series  of  tab- 
leaux of)  decorated  vehicles,  people  in  fancy 
dress,  decorated  cycles,  with  the  Rainham 
Fire  Brigade  and  engine,  the  Rainham 
branch  of  the  British  Legion,  the  St.  John 
A in  balance  Brigade  from  Chatham,  and 
members  of  the  society.  Inspiriting  music 
was  played  en  route  by  the  Band  of  the 
Kingsiiorth  Industrial  School  (Ashford)  and 
the  Chatham  Salvation  Army  Band.  Ban- 
ners and  flags-were  carried,  and  tlie  proces- 
sion was  a soeue  of  life  and  animation. 

There  was  keen  competition  for  honours 
for  the  best  decorated  vehicle,  and  the  most 
striking  fancy  costume,  and  the  judges, 
Messrs.  A.  AV.  Bodiam,  AV.  H.  Holding,  and 
L.  Osbcrn,  had  an  exceedingly  difficult  task. 

Women's  Guild  Successes. 

For  decorated  open  cars  first  honours  went 
to  the  Women’s  Guild,  who  made  a striking 
show  of  vegetable  produce  grown  from  seeds 
supplied  by  the  C.W.S.  Rainham  Fire 
Brigade,  with  their  engine  prettily 
decorated  was  second,  and  tlie  Women's 
,,  „ Ult"  ,a  display  of  flowers  grown  from 
L.W.b.  seeds,  was  third. 

For  decorated  cycle,  open  Percy  Major 
was  awarded  the  first  prize,  and  A.  Gulvin 
the  second. 

*n  the  fancy  costume  competition,  adults. 
Airs.  C.  I ay ne  took  the  only  prize  awarded 
with  an  effective  dress  that  was  much  ad- 
’Vj1  ■ ' . ™e  children's  class  C.  Payne 

(Britannia)  was  first,  Irene  Foster  second 
and  Maud  Hughes  third. 

“I he  Bride  and  Bridegroom”  was  the 
subject  of  the  best  deoorated  group  tlie 
chief  characters  being  taken  by  A.  Divers 
and  AV.  Gilman.  Misses  M.  and  R.  Ranslev 
were  second;  and  L.  Riohard  and  S.  Brock- 
man third. 

In  the  class  for  best  decorated  cars  open 
to  employees  of  the  society,  Messrs.  H.  Ede 
n",.  ».  firsfc  with  “Washing 

•with 


t\  m xr  m Z.-,  nrSt  'V,W1  >\ 

t,V  ’ Ridley  was  second  with 

InbJe  Jellies,”  and  Mr.  H.  Samson  was 
Uluru  with  a c-a.r  representing  “ Tlie 
Seasons.” 

A special  prize  fur  a Jecoruterl  car  „.„s 
awarded  to  “C  W.S.  Liao.”  whir*  « 
presented  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Black,  iun.  and 
Mrs.  (_.  Moran. 

1,200  Children  Have  Tea. 

The  great  event  of  the  afternoon  was  tiie 
tea  to  the  children,  when  1,200  young  co- 
operators  were  marshalled  inside  an  enclosed 
quarter  of  the  ground,  and  were  regaled 
with  bread  and  butter,  cake,  and  tea  ad  lih. 
being  waited  upon  by  members  of  the 
AV  omen’s  Guild  and  the  officials,  commit  tee 
and  employees.  Air.  G.  White  was  the 
official  in  charge  of  the  tea  arrangements 
and  everything  went  off  without  a hitch! 

K‘°"'s  of  members  were  also  entertained 
to_  tea  by  the  society. 

i '1?  M!-vHe  dooms  by  children,  trained 
by  Mrs  J.  Brum, mg,  were  a pretty  feature 
. tote,  whilst  much  interest  was  taken 
in  the  displays  by  athletes  from  St.  Luke’s 
bynumsium.  The  pleasure  fair  was  a never- 
ending  source  cf  delight  to  the  young  people 
Hie  roundabout  and  swings  were  going  HI 
the  time,  and  the  side-shows  and  sweet 
stalls  round  the  ground  all  had  their 
patrons;  m fact  the  vendors  of  sweets  and 

BofodC  SCT'"??  lc  Ithying  a good  time. 

Befoie  and  after  tea  there  were  sports  for 
the  children.  In  the  evening  there  was  i 
wt  programme  of  sports,  and  these  aroused 
much  interest  being  watched  by  about  3,000 
people.  Mr.  R.  \\  . Black  was  handicapper 
and  starter,  .Messrs.  H.  W.  liansley  and  IV 

lereU,Me"’'5re  T J and  the  marksmen 
were  Messrs.  T.  Coppin,  Jr,  Itansley  W 
Day  It  Chapman,  T.  Tadman.  J.  Seagal* 
AV.  Aludge,  AV . Kitney,  C Packer  ami  V 

referee"1'  Mr’  L'  Aoderso1'  officiated  s' 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 

Great  Yarmouth.-There  was  an  eseep- 
tionally  large  and  enthusiastic  gathering  of 
members  at  the  quarterly  meeting,  held  on 
Wednesday  July  26th ; the  president  (Air. 
7|"  A-  ,Kl?p)  occupying  tile  chair.  Moving 
the  adoption  of  the  cash  statement  and 
report,  the  Chairman  remarked  upon  the 
results  of  the  past  twenty-six  weeks.  The 
present  financial  position  of  tlie  town  had 
not  been  one  upon  which  large  sales  could 
be  recorded,  as  the  grants  made  to  150  dis- 
tressed members  would  show.  This  unfor- 
tunately had  reduced  the  disposable  balance 
and  a dividend  of  lOd.  to  members  and  5d’ 
to  non-members  was  declared.  New  mem- 
bers numbered  310,  bringing  the  present 
membership  to  4,804.  The  auditors  reported 
that  the  society  was  in  an  exceptionally 
strong  financial  position,  especially  so  when 
taking  into  consideration  the  reduced  spend- 
ing power  of  the  members.  Air.  BInxter 
who  was  retiring  from  tlie  committee 
through  sickness,  was  tlie  recipient  of  the 
very  best  thanks  of  the  meeting.  In  thank- 
ing them  for  their  kind  remarks,  lie  said 
that  his  many  years  of  office  on  the  com- 
mittee had  afforded  him  the  greatest 
pleasure,  and  his  best  wishes  were  for  the 
future  success  of  the  society. 


NO  MORE  WAR. 

LONDON’S  GREAT  DEMONSTRATE 

London*  is  truly  a city  of  contrasts  n 
Saturday.  July  22nd,  Hyde  Park  w.-r  “ 
with  military  uniforms,  and  n djJ,]., 
armed  force  in  glorification  of  ••  the  U&kT 
man.”  Last  Saturday,  at  the  ranie  dLS 
the  friends  of  international  prace  to  il’ 
number  of  many  thousands  pro* Liimod  ti 
abhorrence  of  conflict  and  their  desire  f 
“ no  ro°.r«  war.”  In  over  100  BriiS 
centres  similar  gatherings  were  hold  as  * n 
as  in  the  United  Stales  and  in  various 
of  Europe.  Tlie  same  sentiments  r 
universal  brotherhood  were  e\pr.  «e.|  ,rif? 
conviction  and  earnestness,  particularly  ■ 
those  countries  which  are  still  feHhiJ.b1 
evil  effects  o-f  the  great  war.  k ;e 

As  regards  the  London  celebration . r,va 
processions  were  marshalled,  rontaihjj 
contingents  from  various  parts  of  the  Metro! 
polis,  and  these  proceeded  to  Hyde  1‘aA 
There  were  present  representatives  of  (Lk 
unions,  women’s  guilds,  Free  Church  (W 
ciis,  ex-service  men,  brotherhood  l!" 
Numerous  banners  and  mottoes  added  toll 
brightness  of  the  spectacle.  One  of  the  tin! 
cessions  passed  the  Cenotaph  in  \A  Lite® 
The  memorial  was  saluted,  anil  cards  J* 
placed  on  the  steps. 

In  the  park  there  were  twelve  platfoJ 
erected,  each  of  which  luid  large  and  attJ. 
tive  audiences.  The  speakers  included  nT! 
Maude  Hoyden  Mrs.  Pliilio  Snowden 
Messrs.  Fred  Maddisori,  Philip  Millwood’ 
U.  Larmichael,  and  various  delegate-!  wto 
have  taken  part  in  tlie  International  iw 
Conference.  The  following  resolution  ffa, 
passed  at  each  of  the  platforms  : “ This  man 
meeting  sends  fraternal  greeting*  to  tta 
similar  gatherings  how  being  held  Uiroui 
out  Europe 'and  America,  joins  with  them  in 
declaring  its  hatred  of  war,  and  pled™, 
itself  to  oo-opernte  with  them  in  working  for 
conditions  which  will  guarantee  that  there 
shall  be  no  more  war:  (a)  by  perfect™* 
international  organisation  for  tlie  removals 
the  causes  of  war,  settlement  of  dispute 
and  the  promotion  of  international  coopers, 
tion ; and  (b)  developing  an  international 
sense  of  solidarity  to  which  war  will  U 
impossible.” 

LONDON  GUILDSMEN. 

PREPARING  FOR  THE  AUTUMN. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  tlie  London 
District  Council  of  the  Nation  al  Men's  Guild 
was  held  on  Saturday,  July  22nd  at  the 
premises  of  the  Highgate  Branch, 'London 
Society,  Archway-road,  Highgate,  Air.  A. 
Ginns  (Woolwich)  presiding. 

The  meeting  was  well  attended,  represen- 
tatives being  present  from  branches  ag  fir 
apart  as  Dartford  and  Southend  in  the  east 
to  Ealing  and  AVatford  in  the  west.  Mr.  J, 
S.  Leighton  (secretary)  submitted  n state- 
ment of  the  quarter’s  work,  rewui  king  tint 
there  had  been  nothing  of  outstanding  notice 
to  enthuse  over,  but  earnestly  appealed  to 
delegates  to  infuse  more  vim  into  the  com- 
ing quarter.—  The  financial  statement  ren- 
dered was  more  rosy  than  usual,  which 
members  noted  with  appreciation. 

After  discussing  the  proposal  that  guild 
members  should  prepare  themselves  for  a 
more  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  move- 
ment, the  district  secretary  was  instruoUd 
to  invite  the  various  branoll  seen -faiics  to 
prepare  and  submit  a list  of  speakers  who 
would  be  willing  to  address  meetings 
throughout  the  district,  together  with  the 
subjects  they  purpose  speaking  on. 

Arising  out  of  branch  reports,  tlie  district 
secretary  was  instructed  to  draiv  up  a ques- 
tionnaire with  a view  to  obtaining  uni- 
formity. 

The  delegates  noted  with  pleasure  that 
the  next  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Central 
Council,  National  Co-operative  Men's  Guild, 
is  to  fc-2  held  in  London,  on  October  21st.  nnd 
they  are  looking  keenly  forward  to  a graJW 
rally  on  that  occasion. 

After  doing  full  justice  to  a tea.  daintily 
laid  and  generously  served,  which  the  Hig«- 
gate  ladies  had  prepared,  the  tables  "M? 
cleared  and  a happy  social  gathering  rounded 
off  the  afternoon’s  business. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

The  Southampton  Co-operative  Teim*5 
Club  is  making  good  progress.  There  are 
fifty  members. 

Last  week  a Kibbo  Kift  enc.inipme'it. 
which  will  last  for  about  a month,  't'3* 
opened  at  the  farm  belonging  to  the 
Arsenal  Society,  at  Shooter's  Hill.  "Air 
AA'oolwich. 

The  Assington  Agricultural  AvroriaO00 
(Suffolk),  in  its  half-yearly  rcpoit.  H-iO* 
that  the  present  season  lias  not  Ix-cii  a 
one  for  agriculture,  but  considering  y" 
conditions  the  entire  crops  an!  in  t 'al  J 
satisfactory  condition.  'I  lie  general 
tion  of  the  farms  is  good. 

The  junior  guilds  in  the  Royal  Arf»i*) 
Society’s  area  had  their  annual  outing 
Southend  on  Thursday  last  week,  o 
day  of  undiluted  delight  was  oxpcr>mlCv' 
The  party,  numbering  about  1.500 
journey  by  rail  from  three  centre-;  A 11  ^ 
pleasures  of  this  popular  res  it  " . 9 
sampled,  and  all  were  ready  <o  enjoy 
excellent  tea  supplied  by  the 
Society  at  the  AIodc-1  Bakery,  Sutton-r«"j 
The  society  have  established  a rep"1  , 
for  their  efficient  catering. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  session  closing. 


THE  OVERWORKED  MACHINE  CREAKING. 


SIXTY 


NINE  BILLS  INTRODUCED:  THE  SOMNOLENT 
MEMBERS : COALITION  FEELS  A DRAUGHT : OUR  DAILY 
BREAD  BILL. 

BY  OUR  PARLIAMENTARY  CORRESPONDENT. 


Friday  this  week  will  be  n Good  Friday 
. many  jaded  politicians  and  harassed 
statesmen,  weary  of  the  dreary  round  of 
the  Parliamentary  treadmill.  On  that  day, 
according  to  present  arrangements,  the 
House  of  Commons  will  adjourn  for  the 
summer  recess,  and  will  not  re-assemblo 
until  November  14th.  During  the  lastNfew 
peeks  the  House  lias  given  unmistakable 
signs  of  slackness  and  lassitude,  and  this 
stale  of  affair's  has  been  accentuated  hv  the 
object ioiudde  method  of  all-night  sittings, 
with  the  forcing  through  of  legislation  at  a 
time  when  half  the  members  are  absent  and 
the  otlier  half  iu  a state  of  somnolence.  The 
obsolete  Parliamentary  machine  creaks  and 
p^ajis  under  the  exce-ssrive  demands  made 
upon  its  capacity.  Once  more  tlx?  need  of  a 
full  system  of  decentralisation,  including 
Home  Itule  for  Scotland  and  Wales,  has 
teen  clearly  demonstrated. 

Sixty-Nine  New  Bills. 

This  session  sixty-nine  Bills  have  been 
introduced.  It  would  have  been  better  bad 
the  quantity  been  smaller,  and  the  quality 
been  increased.  With  this  glutting  of  the 
Parliamentary  machine  there  lias  not  been 
sufficient  time  to  give  full  consideration  to 
the  questions  dealt  with.  Many  of  the 
measures  are  rushed  through  without  the 
majority  of  the  members  knowing  anything 
of  the  proposals.  This  faction  usually  spend 
their  time  in  the  smoke-room  or  on  the  ter- 
race, obediently  voting  at  the  rail  of  the 
Pqrtv  AVlups  when  the  division  takes  place. 
They  are  of  that  class  described  by  Gilbert, 
idio  “never  think  of  themselves  at  all,  but 
akays  vote  at  their  party’s  call.” 

Shackling  the  Trade  Unions. 

Beth  as  regards  omission  nnl  commission 
the  Government's  it? cord  has  not  been  im- 

? roved  by  the  present  session’s  work.  The 
.iberalism  of  the  Ooalition  has  been  sub- 
merged by  the  iron  hand  of  the  reactionaries 
in  the  Bill  brought  forward  for  hampering 
the  political  work  of  trade  unions.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  serious  menaces  with  which 
trade  \mions  have  had  to  face  in  leoent 
years.  The  Bill  is  evidently  a triumph  for 
Sir  George  Younger  and  his  fmnds  in  their 
utsire  to  handicap  the  Labour  Party  when 
acjt  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  oountry. 
The  nffiont  to  the  Labour  Party 
has  been  aggravated  by  the  partisan 
attitude  assumed  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Standing  Committee  when  the  measure  was 
being  considered  by  that  body.  Every  effort 
jras  made  to  prevent  the  Labour  members 
bringing  forward  amendment*  which  would 
have  lessened  the  evils  of  this  mischievous 
measure.  The  Ooalition  hasdieen  jeen  ;n  its 
true  light  as  an  enemy  of  the  masses  com- 
posing organised  Labour. 

Labour  Triumphs. 

Under  these  ciroumstanoes  it  is  not  sur- 
prising tliat  the  flowing  tide  of  Labour, 
assisted  in  many  constituencies  by  the  col 
operative  vote,  is  sweeping  away  the  dere- 
lict Coalition  vessel.  To  turn  from  inetaohor 
w hard  facts,  including  the  splendid 
triumph  of  Mr.  'J'.  Mardv  Jones  last  week 
at  rontypridd.  Labour  ha*  won  thirteen 
Dv"  t"e  nuitiber  of  Labour  member*  in 
i*wliaroont  is  now  seventy-five.  The  flow 
O'  tne  tide  is  also  demonstrated  by  the  in- 
111  Hie  aggregate  vote  given  in  the 
ro  pao  en?rnl  E1e<-bions.  In  1900  there  were 
, electors  who  gave  their  votes  to 
labour  candidates,  and  in  1918  the  total 
labour  vote  wa«  2,244,945.  In  the  bye- 
eiection*  since  that  time  she  vote  has  more 
an  doubled.  Under  these  conditions  it  is 
surprising  tliat  the  Coalitionists  arc  not 
eager  to  faro  the  music  at  present.  The 
y of  reckoning  has  been  deferred;  In 
“me  quarters  it  i8  anticipated  ih.it  the 
uouse  0f  Commons  will  re-assomhle  for  the 
i . , n.  session  in  order  to  pass  the  Irish 
-^slntion  and  that  an  appeal  to  the 
7 Wl  possibly  be  made  in  the  early 
£?.of  next  year.  The  ties  binding  the  two 
thn°HL  the  Coalition  have  become 
of  ti  lrT  .ns  a "orn  fabric  glove,  and  some 

•wSSX.”  ,onei"s  ,0  990  il 

“Slaughter  of  the  Innocents.” 

wlia  ,9J,amberlain vas  Leader  of  the  House, 
marl  S*i  *M>ro  °f  Lis  recent  illness,, 

to  Ik  , USUflJ  announcement  last  week  as 
Billa  which  are  to  he  thrown  over- 
•M.  **  • J'^hton  the  Parliamentary  ship, 
p ; include  the  Economy  Miscellaneous 
m«ri6'l>TiS  This  tinkering  measure 

^ -"’“h  a storm  of  disapproval  when  it 
*conm!!St  lntr5x]uoxl.  Under  tlie  guiso  of 
Pitno^'i  ^ .^Hoduoes  several  reactionary 
•Aoal  S regard  to  continuation 

diiia  *'  aa<J  'fc  makeg  it  option.)  1 whctjier 
alW^i'1 . ’la(JGr  the  age  of  six  should  be 
ley  -to  attend  school.  The  Goddes  rntli- 
x°  was  d'rected  to  preventing  any  child 
LioW^ndins  bc1k>o1  before  six  ‘ This 
edumi;,  ■ !nove  was  strongly  opposed  by 
the  «u  and  b-v  those  who  know  that 
«n<l  j rn.ative  for  children  between  four 
area g was  the 
^Tiierg  ^ mothers  who  are  wage- 


adrif»r*i  a^°  I°rood  to  turn  their  youngsters 

ri,t  during  the  day,  and  ‘ 


can  be  found  for  them  ^an  the  infants’ 
school  ? 

Another  measure  postponed  is  the  Sale  of 
Bread  Bill.  The  Parliamentary  Committee 
Lave  been  pressing  for  its  aoeuiyl  reading. 
The  Sale  of  Food  Order  expires  at  tlie  end 
of  August,  and  tlip  Bill  contains  a oontinua- 
taon  of  the  powers  dealing  with  tile  sale  of 
bread  which  were  included  :n  that  ord^r. 
Tlie  Bill  has  boon  opposed  by  the  Scottish 
members,  and  as  it  is  a contentious  measure 
it  has  to  stand  over  until  tile  autumn.  Mr. 
i\  aterson  has  urged  tlie  importance  of  the 
subject  being  at  once  dealt  with.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  are  largely  on  the  lines 
of  the  recommendations  of  the  Intor- 
Departmental  Committee,  presided  over  by 
Lord  Rnthcreedan,  of  whioh  Mr.  Watersoii 
ivas  a member.  Evidence  was  given  bv 
representatives  of  co-operative  societies. 

Sale  of  Bread  hy  Weight. 

The  Bill  provides  that  a person  shall  not 
otter  for  sale  any  broad  otherwise  tlian  l.v 
weight,  except  in  the  caso  of  bread  sold  for 
consumption  on  the  premises  of  th-a  seller 
lhe  measure  also  requires  the  provision  of 
fca,ef  Hie  shop  suitable  for  weighing 
bread  and  also  in  the  bread  delivery  vau.-T 
i he  doliveror  is  required  to  weigh  the  bread 
.There 


modified  clauses  applying  to  Scotland' which 
by  Scottish  members. 


are  being  opposed  1 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Does  Loyalty  Pay7 

Sir, — If  there  was  ever  a period  when 
absolute  loyalty,  was  essential,  it  surely  is 
tlie  present.  Largo  and  well-established 
private  concerns  are  reporting  heavy  trading 
losses,  and  Co-operative  ’Wholesale  Societies 
are  having  a similar  experience,  though  to 
a lesser  degree.  Unfortunately,  some  of 
our  friends  attempt  to  justify  the  co-opera- 
tive share  of  the  slump  as  a deservedly 
righteous  portion  of  a common  lot.  But 
all  should  recognise  that  the  process  lias 
been  one  of  degree,  for  while  some  concerns 
have  been  badly  hit,  others  have  emerged 
from  the  shock  very  creditably.  With  a 
united  effort  we  ought  to  be  able  to  put 
the  co-operative  movement  into  the  success- 
ful class,  as  these  trading  losses  are  some- 
thing we  can  directly  minimise. 

Any  slump  in  the  trade  of  the  Wholesale, 
federations  is  reflected  right  through  the 
retail  movement.  Wholesale  directors 
cannot  be  charged  with  undue  haste  in. 
entering  into  co-operative  productions,  yet 
we  presently  find  that  many  of  the  articles 
they  manufacture  find  a very  limited  market. 
High  establishment  charges  are  running  on, 
imposing  losses  on  production,  which  have  to 
be  met  out  of  the  reserve  fund.  Despite  the 
great  financial  standing  of  our  movement, 
there  is  a limit  to  a steady  drain  of  this 
nature,  and  it  is  bound  to  act  adversely  on 
the  whole  co-operative  movement.  Sooner 
or  later  the  position  will  have  to  bo  faced 
that  all  expenses  must  be  met  out  of  in- 
come, no  matter  what  drastic  changes  are 
necessary  to  achieve  this.  This  need  not 
involve  anything  serious  if  the  retail  socie- 
ties recognise  more  fully  their  duty.  Some- 
how or  other  the  retail  societies  have  of  late 
developed  too  much  on  the  side  of  “ keeping 
a dog  and  barking  themselves.”  Long  ago 
they  set  up  the  two  Wholesale  federations 


C.W.S.  AND  JERSEY  POTATOES. 


ANOTHER  SEASON  OVER. 


SCENES  ON  THE  CHANNEL  ISLAND. 


The  Jersey  potato  season  is  over  few  the 
present  year,  and  our  picture  shows  the 
C.W.S.  steamship  “ Fraternity”  unloading 
empty  barrels  at  the  island,  on  its  way  to 
Rouen. 

The  photograph  was  taken  by  Captain 
Bell,  who  is  in  command  of  the  11  Frater- 
nity.” It  will  be  remembered  that  the 

Fraternity,”  under  Captain  Bell’s  com- 
mand, was  the  second  of  the  food  ships 
which  went  to  Dublin  with  provisions  for 
the  starving  population  of  that  city  in  1913. 

The  potato  season  in 
the  Island  of  Jersey 
began  in  April,  and 
the  Jersey  soil  is  re- 
markably prolific,  and 
a matter  of  only  ten 
weeks  is  required  for 
growth.  The  soil  is 
loose  and  sandy,  and 
manure  is  extensively 
used,  also  a large 
quantity  of  seaweed, 
named  Vraic,  which  is 
dug  into  the  ground 
for  the  potatoes 
planted  early  on  in  the 
year. 

Fully  50  per  cent, 
of  the  islanders  are 
engaged  in  potato 
growing,  and  in  the 
season  tho  fields  are 
a sight  that  would 
please  the  eyes  of 
any  North  of  Eng- 
land allotment  holder. 

When  the  harvest  time  arrivos,  it  is  as 
though  a proclamation  sounded  tlirougliout 
the  island.  Before  tlie  war  the  Breton 
peasants  come  over  for  the  potato  season, 
just  os  the  Londoners  flock  into  Kent  for 
hop-picking,  but  to-day  there  are  restrictions 
on  their  entry  into  the  island,  and,  besides, 
trade  union  rates  apply  all  round.  'J  he 
labour  provided  by  these  peasants  before  tho 
war  was  very  cheap. 

Out  in  the  fields  one  usually  sees  tlie 
potato  harvesters  working  in  four's ; one  fork- 
ing up  tlie  potatoes,  another  unearthing  and 
sorting  them — the  larger  ones  from  tho  small 
ones,  while  a third  and  fourth  look  after  the 
gathering  up  into  baskets  and  packing  into 
barrels. 

It  has  been  said  that  all  roads  lead  to 
Rome,  but  it  is  certainly  true  tliat  during 
the  potato  season  in  Jersey  all  the  roads  lead 


to  St.  Helier,  for  in  May  and  June  one  sees 
an  almost  continuous  procession  of  vehicles 
of  all  sorts  laden  with  pofatoos  entering  the 
port.  AU  the  carts  pass  over  tlie  weigh- 
bridge in  the  Royal  Square,  vo  ascertain  the 
weight  of  the  load,  and  from  there  they  pass 
into  the  warehouses,  ot  direct  on  to  the  quay 
for  tho  potatoes  to  be  loaded  into  the  ship. 

In  a normal  year  up  to  GO, 000  tons  of 
potatoes  are  exported,  and  as  the  total  area 
of  the  island  is  only  39,000  acres  the  fertility 
ot  the  soil  is  apparent. 


Unloading  Emfty  Potato  Barrels  from  the 
“ Fraternity.” 

The  scene  at  the  weigh  bridge  in  St.  Helior 
is  a quaint  and  curious  one.  There  is  very 
little  haggling  over  prices.  1 he  Jerseyman 
knows  his  goods,  and  the  weighbridge  ticket 
lie  holds  tells  him  the  weight;  it  is  a matter 
of  “ Take  them  if  you  like ; if  you  don’t  some- 
one else  will.”  The  merchants  are  out  for 
potatoes,  and  the  coller  hold*  tlie  sway. 
Disputes  do  happen,  for  the  Jerseyman  is  not 
too  trustful,  but  it  is  usually  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  prices  whioh  lie  is  ireful  to  check 
with  his  weighbridge  ticket,  and  the  ready 
reckoner  lie  usually  -carries  with  him. 

The  potatcos  are  usually  sold  per  cental, 
or  per  cabot,  which  is  equal  io  forty  English 
pounds,  and  a fair  yield  is  five  tons  per  acre. 
In  pre-war  days  one  season's  crop  lias  been 
known  to  yield  £497,000.  In  the  busiest 
days  in  the  season  jus  many  as  1,500  carts  are 
passed  over  the  weighbridge  in  one  day. 


ANSWERS  TO 

CORRESPONDENTS. 


A.  H.  (Nottingham). — The  article  re- 
ferred to  was  a last  word  to  the  electors, 
and  that  issue  of  the  “ News”  was  distri- 
buted on  the  morning  of  the  election. 

J.  G.  G. — You  do  not  seem  to  have  any 
cause  of  complaint.  Tlie  members  assembled 
at  a properly  constituted  meeting  of  tlie 
• are  the 


society  are  the  society. 


1 what  better  place 


“ Rossendale.” — Glad  you  Tike  us.  Get 
more  members  to  share  the  pleasure  of 
reading  tho  “ News.” 


E.  White. — Thanks  for  suggestion.  Will 
deal  with  it  before  the  time. 

T.  B.  (Blackley). — Whose  fault  is  it? 
Amalgamation  would  have  helped,  but 
there  was  no  amalgamation. 

, A.  M.  (Mossend). — There  are  some  socie- 
ties that  do  not  allow  credit,  and  they're 
” no  bad.” 

“ Zeus  ” (Bradford). — Whoever  said  it 
was  poetry  was  pulling  your  leg. 

“ St.  George  ” (Glasgow). — The  camera 
club  is  a good  idea.  Societies  do  not  get 
much  advantage  out  of  them  ; hut  the  socie- 
ties are  to  blame  for  that.  Photographers 
would  be  glad  to  help. 


to  buy  for  them,  and  if  these  institutions 
are  not  as  efficient  as  they  ought  to  be,  the 
responsibility  rests  with  retail  committees. 
Retail  buyers  should  keep  their  boards  of 
management  regularly  posted  up  when  tlie 
Wholesale  falls  short  either  in  quality  or 
price.  Were  this  procedure  regularly 
adopted,  remedial  measures  would  probably 
be  tound  to  keep  the  trade  iu  the  move- 
ment. Certainly  no  progress  can  be  hoped 
tor  if  we  ignore  our  own  federations  and 
purchase  past  the  Wholesale,  as  many  of 
our  buyers  are  doing.  We  can't  reasonably 
expect  the  rank  ami  file  to  bo  loyal  if  our 
managers  have  so  little  sense  of  proportion 
as  to  purchase  past  our  Wholesales  regu- 
larly and  with  impunity. 

It  is  readily  granted  that  many  of  our 
members  are  foifoed  through  unemployment, 
Ac.,  to  purchase  the  cheaper  products  of 
the  multiple  firms.  Could  not  this  be  met 
by  the  Wholesale  purchasing  on  a large 
scale  those  articles  at  a keen  price  for  the 
retail  societies? 

It  has  been  a fairly  common  experience  of 
late  that  many  of  the  supposed  bargains 
proked  up  by  our  retail  buyers  have  not  been 
reliable  goods.  Tho  Wholesale  Societies 
have  very  faithfully  maintained  their  high 
standard  of  quality,  nud  had  we  been  frank 
on  this  point  to  our  members,  we  might 
have  shared  more,  of  their  confidence  to-day, 
as  a good  article  is  cheapest  in  the  long 
run  though  seemingly  costly  at  the  time  of 
purchase. 

Private  firms  are  out  to  capture  as  much 
co-operative  -trade  as  possible,  and  their 
interest  in  us  is  confined  to  tlie  profit  they 
can  iHnke  out  of  our  movement.  The  odd 
pence  the  wayward  member  thinks  to  save 
when  purenasing  past  the  store  never  grows 
into  anything  substantial,  and  the  average 
working-class  home  realises  more  fully  the 
thrift  -value  of  the  co-operative  movement 
when  the  dividend  amounts  to  a good  round 
sum  at  the  end  of  each  quarter.  The  same 
law  applies  to  purchases  from  the  Whole- 
sale, and  the  little  saved  here  and  there 
by  retail  societies  is  of  little  account  if  losses 
are  thereoy  incurred  which  have  to  be  made 
good  out  of  the  Wholesale  Societies'  reserve 
funds.  What  we  try  to  build  np  with  one 
hand  we  are  taking  clown  with  the  other 
We  seem  to  overlook  the  fact  that  the  only 
market  the  Wholesale  have  is  the  retail 
societies. 

Our  most  successful  periods  have  been 
when  our  loyalty  was  greatest,  and  it  is 
because  the  position  has  been  allowed  to  slip 
that  we  are  confronted  with  so  many  diffi- 
culties. Let  our  retail  committees  insist  on 
a complete  account  of  all  purchases  made 
past  the  Wholesale,  and  if  this  is  insisted 
on,  we  will  soon  get  away  from  being  tho 
dumpmg  ground  of  private  manufacturers’ 
rubbish  which  is  largely  evident  these - 
days. — Yours,  &c.,  Springburx. 

Capital  Redemption  a Trade. 

Sir, — Mr.  Major  in  his  first  Iotter  effeej? 
tively  dcniolished  Mr.  Riddle's  argument  for 
a new  way  of  raising  co-operative  capital. 

We  must  look  facts  rn  Hie  face : our  mem- 
bers require  some  material  evidence  of  the 
benefits  of  co-operative  trading,  and  if  we 
are  to  reduce  dividends  still  further  (after 
allowing  for  depreciation,  reserve  funds, 
«Src.)  by  retaining  a part  of  the  trading  sur- 
plus to  build  up  a Capital  Redemption  Fund, 
then  we  are  asking  for  trouble.  Our  mem- 
bers are  attracted,  not  by  ethical  considera- 
tions, but  by  the  economic  advantage  cf 
co-operation.  Generous  depreciation  and 
the  systematic  building  up  of  our  reserve 
funds  is  the  only  way  to  strengthen  cur 
movement  to  meet  crises  such  as  the  present 
one. 

May  I respeotfully  suggest  that  valuable 
time  is  being  wasted  at  the  three  confer- 
ences where  the  papr,r  is  to  be  discussed. 
The  movement  wants  trade,  more  trade,  to 
reduce  expenses  and  increase  dividends  ; and 
the  whole  energies  of  the  movement  should 
be  directed  solely  to  this  hbjeet  for  the  next 
twelve  months. — Yours  truly, 

W.  F.  Johnston. 

Burnage  Garden  Village. 

Demonstrating  Co-operation. 

Sir, — Spending  my  holidays  in  South- 
port  I was  amazed  and  delighted  with  the 

Eractieal  demonstration  afforded  by  the 
iverpool  Co-operative  Society’s  children’s 
galas  on  July  18th,  19th,  and  26th. 

Headed  by  a brass  band,  carrying  placards 
which  read : “ Liverpool  Co-operative 

Sooiety’s  Educational  and  Social  Com- 
mittee, annual  children’s  gala,”  1,500 
children  on  each  day  marched  through  the 
lending  streets  to  the  Winter  Gardens, 
where  meals  were  served.  On  all  sides, 
amongst  the  visitors  and  residents,  admira- 
tion was  evoked  and  praise  was  given  to 
the  splendid  way  in  which  the  children 
were  organised. 

The  chairman  informed  me  that  tlie 
society  had  this  year  taken  1.000  members 
to  London,  4,500  to  the  Iele  of  Man,  and 
4,500  children  to  Southport.  I think  this 
is  a lead  othor  societies  should  follow,  for 
many  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  co- 
operative movement.  Visitors  staying  in 
the  same  house  informed  me  that  standing 
in  a queue  for  a picture  show  the  whole 
talk  was  the  great  show  made  by  the  Liver- 
pool Co-operative  Society. — Yours,  &c., 

A.  Jones. 

Derby,  July  28th. 

■'  Once  again  I have  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  as  this 
month’s  ‘ Millgate.'  ” — A literary  and 
educational  authority 
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Acccsr  5,  lfyt.. 


H Keep  the  Beauty 
Growing  by  using 

C.W.S. 
Fertilisers 


are  now  flooding 
the  Gardens  with 
delight. 


Prepare  Winter 
Schemes  of  Shop 
Decoration  with 

cw.s.  Bulbs 


o 

If  you  are  interested 
in  Bulb  Culture  ask 
the  Manager  to 
secure  a C.W.  S. 
Bulb  Catalogue  — 
when  ready. 


Vegetables. 


Cbe  Co-operatioe  Reins 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  “News’'  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR ."  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  “News”  should  be  addressed  to  “ THE  MANAGER ," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS , 22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 


SATURDAY,  AUGUST  5,  ^22. 


ABOUT  HOLIDAYS. 

The  hard  times  and  the  hard  railway  fares  notwith- 
standing, there  has  been  a big  rush  of  holiday-makers 
to  all  the  popular  haunts  during  the  past  week  ; and  this 
week-end  the  visitors  at  every  English  and  Scottish 
resort  will  be  reinforced  by  a huge  army  of  workihg 
people  and  their  families  let  loose  for  the  August  Bank 
Holiday. 

We  are  glad  to  see  this  rush  to  fresh  scenes  and  pas- 
tures new.  It  affords  a necessary  change  from  the 
smoke-laden  atmosphere  of  our  manufacturing  towns, 
and  to  those  who  are  tied  most  of  the  year  to  one  or 
other  of  our  great  hives  of  industry  such  a change  is 
almost  an  imperative  need.  Even  to  those  who  are 
fortunate  enough  to  live  in  more  salubrious  surround- 
ings, the  holiday  change  is  a very  necessary  tonic. 
These  latter  may  not  perhaps  move  into  clearer  or 
fresher  air ; but  they  will  move  into  different  air  and 
different  surroundings  ; and  if  the  workers  oP the  world 
have  “ nothing  to  lose  but  their  chains,”  then  a change 
of  this  sort  is  the  easiest  way  of  losing  those  chains  even 
if  only  for  a day  or  two.  When  they  return  they  will 
be  the  better  able  to  bear  such  chains  as  are  theirs. 

We  know  that  for  a large  number  of  people  the  holiday 
is  a luxury — the  sort  of  thing  that  has  to  be  saved  up 
for  if  it  is  to  be  had  at  all.  A contributor  last  week 
told  how  it  is  saved  for  in  Lancashire,  and  we  congratu- 
late those  who  make  provision  in  time  for  such  a useful 
contribution  to  their  health  and  spirits.  There  are  many 
who  are  nevertheless  unable,  from  unemployment  and 
short  time,  to  get  far  from  their  everyday  surroundings. 
The  cost  of  travel  is  still  monstrous  even  on  those 
journeys  for  which  cheaper  holiday  fares  are  provided  ; 
and  the  terms  for  accommodation  at  coast  and  country 
resorts  still  remain  high.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  before 
another  holiday  season  comes  round,  the  railway  fares 
will  have  come  down  to  a more  reasonable  level,  and 
that  increased  housing  accommodation  will  tend  to 
low  er  the  cost  of  lodgings. 

More  might  be  done  by  co-operative  organisation  to 
make  holidays  less  costly.  Several  correspondents  have 
recently  raised  again,  in  our  columns,  the  question  of 
co-operative  holiday  homes.  A central,  or  a sectional, 
organisation  might  take  up  the  question  without  pre- 
judice to  the  convalescent  homes;  but  as  a simple 
business  proposition,  local  societies  might  profitably 
take  the  matter  up  and  see  what  can  be  done.  Why, 
for  example,  could  not  a society  in  Manchester  run  a 
fairly  commodious  boarding-house  at  Blackpool  for 
its  own  members?  Accommodation  would  be  booked 
at  the  society’s  office  and  that  would  ensure  that  the 
society’s  own  members  would  have  first  claim  upon  it. 
The  Blackpool  Society,  of  course,  might  make  the  ex- 
periment with  a boarding-house,  but  in  that  case  it 
would  have  to  be  open  to  all  and  sundry  or  the  appli- 
cants for  accommodation  would  have  to  furnish  evidence 
of  their  co-operative  membership.  Sufficient  co- 
operators  from  Manchester  go  to  Blackpool  every 
holiday  time  to  keep  several  boarding-houses  going. 

There  is  no  reason  why  every  large  s o-O'.f  should 
not  have  such  an  establishment,  or  several  of  them, 
in  the  holiday  resort  most  favoured  by  the  members. 
They  could  make  their  own  regulations  for  the  accom- 
modation of  lhdividuals  or  families  ; but  the  frequenters 
would  know  that  they  were  being  catered  for  by  their 
own  societies  at  the  minimum  cost.  The  local  society 
need  have  no  grievance,  for  the  society  owning  and 
managing  the  establishment  could  derive  its  provisions 
and  other  daily  requirements  from  the  local  store. 
The  coast  “ landlady”  is  very  often  a member  of  the 
store  ; but  the  idea  suggested,  if  carried  out,  would  do 
her  no  harm.  The  holiday  habit  is  growing.  The 
demand  for  accommodation  is  growing,  and  if  the  rail- 
way fares  were  reduced  to  the  pre-war  level,  like  the 
bank  rate,  the  annual  rush  to  the  coast  or  country 
would  be  enormously  greater  than  it  was  before  the  war. 

Some  societies  have  already  done  well  in  arranging 
trips  and  tours  ; and  these  have  worked  out  very  cheaply 
for  the  participants,  all  things  considered.  The  move- 
ment would  be  able  to  cheapen  travelling  still  more  by 
taking  this  business  up  on  a larger  scale  ; and  if  the 
railway  companies  did  not  move  with  the  times,  the 
“ charry  ” is  at  the  disposal  of  the  co-operative  society. 

Societies  can  do  a great  deal  on  these  lines  to  lighten 
the  holiday  load  for  the  co-operator,  and  that  is  a 
laudable  object  for  it  would  do  much  to  raise  the  health 
rate  and  will  make  the  co-operative  society  still  more  of 
a centre  of  social  life.  Our  work  should  not  stop  with 
the  feeding  of  the  hungry  and  the  clothing  of  the  naked. 
Our  business  is  to  enable  the  co-operator  to  take  his 
pleasures  is  5/ ell  as  the  necessaries  of  life  from  co- 


operative sources  ; but,  from  the  pmely  conini- 
point  of  view,  the  amount  of  trade  lost  to  the  mov<^ 
during  the  holiday  period  must  be  considerable  an 
catering  for  the  holidays  of  their  own  member  l 
societies  will  do  much  to  save  the  trade  now  lost  15  ^ 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


TRADE  UNIONS  AND  COPARTNERSHIP. 

The  House  of  Lords,  in  its  judicial  capacity,  decided  a 
28fch,  that  trade  unions  could  not  expel  members  on  the 
of  their  participat  ion  in  the  copartnership  scheme  of  Lever  iT' 
The  case  arose  at  the  instance  of  some  of  the  employees  nt  1 
firm  who  arc  members  of  certain  trade  unions.  They  w? 
paf  e in  the  copartnership  scheme,  and  have  had  to  sign  'an  dt-tL 
taking  to  abide  in  all  respects  by  the  provisions  of  the 
and  conform  to  them.  They  took  action  against  the  UDj. 
for  injunction  to  prevent  the  unions  expelling  them.  ^ 
action  was  dismissed  by  Mr.  Justice  Eve  on  the  ground^ 
“ no  jurisdiction.”  The  Lords  of  Appeal  have  decided  thj 
there  is  jurisdiction,  and  that  the  unions  cannot  expel  the 
bers  on  the  grounds  proposed.  The  anxiety  of  the  union, 
to  prevent  members  being  bound  by  agreements  or  undertaU, 
which  may  deprive  them  of  liberty  to  act  with  the  unionj^ 
the  event  of  dispute  between  the  unions  and  the  employ 

SOUTH  HACKNEY. 

Mr.  Bottomley  is  once  again  ex-M.P.  It  must  have  h 
relief  to  everybody  concerned  when  he  decided  to  remain 
from  the  House.  There  is  something  human  about  MeraUn 
of~Parliament  when  a colleague  is  down  and  out  in  any 
except  the  political  sense  ; and  the  movement  that  ku  ^ 
foot  for  all,  oxcept  the  necessary  quorum,  to  absent  themsbs 
from  the  debate  on  the  mot  ion,  if  lie  was  to  be  present,  was  lit*  1 
refreshing  return  of  the  old  Parliamentary  chivalry.  The  off 
Bottomley  committee  apparently  mean  to  put  forward  a u&jj.  I 
date  in  South  Hackney  to  perpetuate  the  Bottomley  party  n 
Parliament.  That  party  represented  a frame  of  mind  that  & 
country  had  better  be  rid  of  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Lata 
Party  are  putting  forward  a candidate — Mr.  Holford  Knight- 
and  the  Liberal  press  has  already  given  him  its  blessing. 

THE  DERBY  DISPUTE. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  what  useful  purpose  has  been  served  ly ^ 
the  strike  at  Derby.  The  end  which  the  employees  had  in  t« 
was  equality  of  treatment.  An  opportunity  will  shortly  it 
afforded  them  of  proving  their  case  by  the  Joint  Commitla 
of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators.  They  may  or  may  sal! 
succeed  in  this,  but  whichever  way  the  decision  of  the  commit 
goes  it  is  scarcely  likely  the  policy  adopted  by  the  emplo 
in  the  first  instance  will  be  upheld.  Support  for  that  vits  is 
derived  from  the  regulations  drawn  up  by  the  joint  commit 
and  from  the  fact  that  the  strike  was  only  “ understandably 
to  the  N.U.D.A.W.  national  executive  and  not  called  or  sao 
tioned  by  them.  Grocery  and  other  shops  in  the  town  vffl 
closed  the  bigger  part  of  last  week,  which  means  that  thesaietj 
lost  a good  deal  of  trade.  Presumably  the  employees  af 
also  lost  their  wages.  In  other  words,  the  only  people  to  pfl  1 
any  benefit  from  the  strike  were  the  private  traders,  who  ia 
not  particularly  anxious  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  baiHitj 
up  those  joint  relationships  between  Labour  forces  whidH1 
prominent  official  of  the  N.U.D.A.W.  pleads  for  in  the  ‘‘lata 
Monthly'.” 

TARIFFS  AND  REPARATION. 

The  attitude  of  some  politicians  on  the  Fabric  Glove  quests 
and  upon  the  Reparation  question  shows  how  men  may  ta 
their  sails  to  suit  the  wind.  Some  M.P.’s  who  favour  a f*5, 
tective  embargo  upon  Canadian  cattle  rose  in  anus  agufc* 
protective  duty  in  fabric  gloves  made  in  Germany,  becw* 
the  yarn  from  which  Germany  makes  those  gloves  is  prodo**  ( 
in  Lancashire.  If  the  tariff  of  33  J per  cent,  stops  the  * 
those  German  gloves,  it  also  stops  the  sale  of  the  LanO«B| 
yarn  from  which  they  arc  made.  A Coalition  candidate,  tcl& 
a Govan  audience  in  1918  that  Germany  must  pay,  was  prompt 
told  : If  she  pays  in  ships  Govan  will  go  idle.  His  reply**’ 
that  he  would  not  let  her  pay  in  ships  ; she  would  have  to  $ 
in  glass  or  chemicals.  A Coalition  candidate  in  St. 
would  promise  that  Germany  would  not  bo  allowed  to  p*f^ 
glass,  but  in  ships.  “And  yet  they  are  honourable  men, 
Mark  Antony  would  say. 

WAR  AND  PEACE. 

The  “ No-More-War  ” do  monstrations  on  Saturday 
raanded  attention  in  one  hundred  British  towns,  two  hun^ 
German  towns,  and  thousands  of  towns  and  villages  m ^ 
parts  of  Europe,  as  well  as  in  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
America.  In  most  towns  local  co-operative  organisations  , 
a leading  part  in  the  procession,  as  well  they  might.  “ I 
tion  signifies  goodwill  aud  peace  ; competition  leads  , j 
and  war  This  was  one  of  the  most  striking  scrolls  di  -T  . 
in  the  wonderful  Manchester  procession,  and  it  might  m 
regarded  as  the  keynote  of  the  whole  world-wide  in0'e ^ 
against  war.  The  anti-war  movement  has  had  strange  a 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Lloyd  George  has  been  1^  ^ 
churches  on  their  responsibility  for  seeing  that  there  1?  n0  ^ 
war ; Lord  Grey,  erstwhile  apostle  of  Liberal  Lnperiali^^ 
beeuTecturing  Lloyd  George  virtually  for  not  having 
peaco  ; and  even  the  jingo  press  has  risen  to  a realisau1"  ^ 
own  responsibilities  for  what  has  happened  within  rcc  111  ^ 
If  these  utterances  may  bo  regarded  as  indicating  eon'  . 
we  welcome  them  ; if  they  are  simply  verbiage,  then  " I 
them  on  tho  same  level  as  some  of  Bottomley’s  chief  ^ 
Lord  Grey  had  an  opportunity  of  preserving  peace  ; •’ r'  ^ j I 
George  has  had  the  opportunity  of  restoring 
bungled  their  jobs,  and  both  have  more  responsibility  | 

Church  or  anybody  else.  Their  chief  function  now  19  gjpd 
nisc  that  they  did  bungle,  and  to  set  about  quenching  ‘ 
of  passion  that  the  Prime  Minister  particularly  rekin 
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A FARMHOUSE  HOLIDAY. 

JOYS  UNEQUALLED  IN  THE  “ POPULAR  RESORTS  ” : LIFE  AND  CHANGE 
WITHOUT  EXCITEMENT. 


I am  just  ending  my  firstTannhouse  holiday. 
The  fan"  itself  is  best  seen  from  the  top  of 
Harrison  Ainswo:  th's  “ Fairy  Hill  ” — that 
strange,  trcc-crowned,  limestone  wart  on 
Hjnsty  Acre.  From  there  one  can  look  down 
and  in  one  eye-stroke  take  in  farmhouse  and 
rojll,  paddock  and  pond,  meadow  and  trout- 
stream. 

The  farmhouse  lies  in  a hollow,  away  from 
the  main  road,  near  to,  but  not  overshadowed 
by,  Pcndlc’s  wrinkled  hog's  back.  The  house 
front  is  creeper  covered.  As  I look  through 
my  window  I see  cream  and  crimson  roses — 
great  bushes  of  them  ; lilac  and  laburnum 
trees,  which  only  a short  time  Aveary  with 
blossom  weight ; a lane  Avinding  up  to  the 
main  road  ; on  one  side  of  it  a coppice,  on 
the  other  side  a wall  covered  Avith  a pretty 
purple-flowered  creeper ; and,  higher  up,  the 
waving  crests  of  the  trees  which  crown  Fairy 
Hill.  The  room  is  filled  Avith  the  sound  of 
running  water. 

I walk  to  the  kitchen  door,  and,  a few  y’ards 
away,  there  is  the  mill  pond,  the  water  from 
which  once  moA’ed  the  stones  of  the  derelict 
mill.  The  water  is  clear.  I throw  in  a fcAv 
grains  of  corn.  The  ducks  dive  and  pick  them 
up  from  the  bottom. 

The  pond  is  fed  by  a stream  Avhich  divides 
a little  higher  up.  The  main  branch  winds 
rouad  the  house.  It's  the  song  of  it  that  fills 
my  room.  Happy  hours  it  promises — but 
I’d  better  begin  at  the  morning  of  a day. 

Early  rising  is  a habit  with  farmers.  The 
rattle  of  cans  awakes  me.  Through  the  open 
window  comes  the  smell  of  honeysuckle.  I 
jump  out  of  my  sleeping  suit  into  a bathing 
suit.  I open  an  outside  door.  A flight  of 
Btone  steps  leads  down  to  the  pond.  In  a 
moment  I am  in  it.  In.  about  three  moments 
I am  out  of  it — gasping  for  breath.  A quick 
run  round  the  paddock,  and  back  to  my  room. 

Ten  minutes  later — ono  doesn’t  bother 
about  collars  or  clean  boots— I am  in  the  float 
with  the  ni'lk  for  the  breakfasts  of  the  members 
of  the  Pendleton  Co-operative  Society.  It  is 
a glorious  two  miles  rush.  The  milk  train 
doesn't  wait  for  laggards.  For  some  distance 
a hare  runs  along  the  road  ahead  of  us  : then 
nlo  a field,  and  back  to  its  form.  It  is  having 
a morning  run. 

Breakfast  is  waiting  when  Ave  get  back. 
The  farmhouse  kitchen  is  decorated  in  just  the 
right  style.  Flitches  and  hams  depend  from 
the  ceiling.  A great  bowl  of  eggs,  just  gathered 
is  on  the  dresser.  The  batter  on  the  tablo  was 
made  yesterday.  The  cream  jug  is  filled  Avith 
cream.  I struggle  through  breakfast  Avithout 
difficulty. 

A little  later  the  farmer’s  son  comes  shyly  in. 
“ Ah’m  gooin’  trouting,  mister.” 

I’m  not  certain  what  trouting  is,  but  I 
follow.  The  main  branch  of  the  stream  has 
been  temporarily  diverted  into  the  pond. 
It  is  already  little  more  than  a series  of  ponds, 
crystal  clear.  The  bed  of  the  stream  is  covered 
with  stones,  many  moss-coA'crcd.  In  the  pools 
trout  are  darting  about. 

The  boy  slips  off  clogs  and  stockings  : with 
infinite  care  he  lowers  himself  into  the  water. 
Instantly  every  trout  darts  for  cover,  under 
stones,  under  the  banks.  The  boy  bends 
over  a stone,  the  under-side  of  which  is  holloAv. 
“ Some  of  the  beggars  ’ere,”  he  mutters. 

He  places  one  hand  at  cither  edge  of  the 
miniature  cave,  then,  very  gently,  he  brings 
them  toward  each  other.  A flick  of  the  wi  ist, 
snd  a trout  is  kicking  on  the  bank. 

From  pool  to  pool  avo  go,  I trying,  blunder- 
mS.:  the  boy  succeeding.  It  is  excitable, 
enjoyable,  appetite-creating  work — worth  an 
article  in  itself.  . , . Many  happy  hours 
I spent  along  the  stream.  Many  a delicious 
8uPper  the  stream  provided. 

In  the  afternoon  the  farmer  asked  me  if  I 
"Quid  take  his  gun  for  a walk,  as  rabbits  were 
a numanco  and  rabbit  pie  desirable.  I took 
the  gun,  and  followed  the  course  of  the  stream 
song  a beautifully-Avooded  little  valley.  In 
he  undergrowth  on  one  side  were  great  patches 
® iris  and  scores  of  varieties  of  wild 
owors  a city  man  can  admire  but  not  name, 
t Was  not  until  I had  worked  my  way  back 
0 tho  house  along  the  other  bank  that  I 
rc™°mbcred  that  I had  started  out  to  shoot. 

y expedition,  from  the  farmer’s"  point  of 
riew,  was  a failure.  The  farm  servant  had 
j out  in  the  evening  with  ferret  and  nets. 

with  him.  Ho  covered  each  entrance 
pD(  ^olt-holo  of  a burrow  with  a little  net. 

fom  a bag  he  took  his  ferret,  muzzled,  pink- 
ie ’ 'emoa  coloured,  evil  looking.  He  slipped 
under  the  edge  of  a net.  It  disappeared. 


In  imagination  I could  follow  its  course 
along  the  tunnels  . . . feci  the  horrible 

fear  of  the  rabbits  as  the  Terror  approached. 
• . . Suddenly  there  was  a pitiful  squealing 
at  one  of  the  nets.  Two  baby  rabbits  were 

enmeshed.  I took  them  out There 

was  no  rabbit  pie  for  the  farmer  next  day  and— 
I did  not  walk  with  a ferret  again. 

I have  described  a day.  Not  all  days  were 
so  crowded.  We  could  have  an  -hour  or  two 
at  the  sheep-washing,  a few  hours  at  tho 
shearing.  Later,  a half-day  in  the  hayfield. 
There  was  a leisurely  walk  over  to  Sawley 
Abbey  and  then  along  tho  bank  of  the  Ribblo 
to  Avatch  tho  salmon  fishing.  Each  day 
differed  from  its  predecessor. 

There  was  Whalley  Abbey  and  Clitheroe 
Castle  to  be  seen.  Pendle  Hill  and  the  Long- 
ridge  and  other  fells  to  be  conquered.  A 
hundred  beauty  spots— such  as  the  scene, 
beloved  of  artists,  from  the  bridge  at  Gisburn, 
to  be  admired.  EA'en  the  cattle  auctions  and 
markets  had  their  attractions.  i • 

A farmhouse  holiday  dull  ? Don’t  believe 
it!  A.  F.  H. 

Fourteen  societies’  buyers  bit  at  No.  3 
table  at  the  Tuesday  dinner  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  and  between  them  they 
represent  598  years’  co-operative  service. 
Several  .of  the  buyers  are  fast  approaching 
the  time  when  they  Avill  have  completed  fifty 
years  in  the  movement.  One  or  two  have 
already  done  so. 


' OLLA  PODRIDA, 


" Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

The  “ Labour  Leader  ” has  probably  under- 
gone more  changes  than  most  of  its  contem- 
poraries. Mrs.  Bruce  Glasier  gave  up  tho 
editorship  a couple  of  years  ago.  For  a short 
timo  it  Avas  edited  by  Mr.  Tom  Johnston  of 
“ Forward.”  Mr.  Bertram  Carter  has  recently 
been  tho  editor.  From  this  Avcek  Mrs.  Bruce 
Glasier  wiU  occupy  the  chair  till  about  October, 
Avhen  the  paper  will  be  reconstructed  under 
the  editorship  of  Mr.  I[.  N.  Brailsford. 

Changes  are  also  announced  in  connection 
with  tire  “ Daily  Herald.”  Mr.  George  Lans- 
bury,  Avho  has  been  editor  and  manager  for 
some  time,  finds  the  dual  burden  too  heavy. 
He  has  resigned  the  editorship,  and  is  to  hand 
over  his  duties 'to  a successor  as  soon  as  one 
is  appointed  and  able  to  take  over  the  job. 
The  neAv  editor  is  not  yet  appointed,  and  will 
not  be  until  after  the  Trade  Unions  Congress 
has  decided  ; but  Mr.  Lansbury  mentioned  in 
the  “ Herald  ” on  Saturday  that  “ W«  have 
a friend  in  mind  who  is  willing  to  come  to  us 
Avhen  wc  are  ready  to  make  him  a definite 
offer.”  Mr.  Lansbury  is  to  retain  his  con- 
nection as  a director  of  the  iicav  company  and 
also  as  general  manager. 

The  law  is  apparently  not  the  only  “ hass.’* 
Tho  railway  companies  charged  106s.  7d. 
per  ton  for  cigarettes  from  Manchester  to 
London  Avhile  the  rate  from  Liverpool  to 
London — about  the  same  distance — was  "billy 
54s.  6d.  The  railway  companies’  excuse  Avas 


ANOTHER  LITTLE 


WONT  DO 


HARM. 


A Cabinet  Committee  on  Unemployment  is  the  Government's  solution 
of  a pressing  problem. 


PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE  QUESTIONS. 

THE  SALE  OF  TEA  ACT. 

Sir  Thomas  Allen  was  appointed  chair- 
man of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  at 
a recent  meeting  held  in  London,  and  Mr. 
G.  Riddle  was  elected  vice-chairman  tfor 
the  coming  Congress  year. 

The  committee  gave  consideration  to  the 
circumstances  which  have  arisen  in  connec- 
tion with  co-operative  societies’  dental 
treatment  of  their  members.  The  secretary 
was  instructed  as  to  the  next  step  in  tho 
matter. 

A report  of  a deputation  to  the  Minister 
of  Labour  with  reference  to  the  proposals  of 
the  CaA’e  Committee  on' Trade  Boards  was 
considered,  and  steps  were  taken  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  Labour  Party  Com- 
mittee. 

It  was  reported  that  under  pressure  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  decided  not 
to  adopt  the  recominendation  of  the  Geddes 
Committee  to  impose  a fee  of  10s.  on  the 
registration  of  the  annual  returns  of  indus- 
trial and  provident  societies. 

Tho  replies  of  Cabinet  members  to  the 
letters  forwarding  the  resolutions  from  Con- 
gress were  laid  before  the  committee. 

It  was  reported  that  the  Sale  of  Tea  Act 
had  now  received  Royal  Aseent7  and  that 
the  Act  provides  not  only  for  the  sale  of  tea 
by  net  Areight,  on  the  lines  of  tho  Sale  of 
Foods  Order,  but  also  the  compulsory  label- 
ling of  all  tea  packets  of  the  net  weight  of 
tea  in  the  package,  with  the  exception  of 
quantities  under  two  ounces.  The  Act 
comes  into  force  on  September  1st  next. 
Societies  ought  to  note  that  the  compulsion 


to  label  the  package  as  to  the  net  weight 
of  the  tea  contained  in  the  package  applies 
not  only  to  “ packet”  tea,  but  to  all  loose 
tea  Aveighed  and  packed,  except  that  which 
is  actually  weighed  in  the  presence  of  the 
customer. 

The  committee  considered  a full  report 
from  the  secretary  as  to  the  steps  which 
have  been  taken  in  connection  with  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Amendment  Bill  during 
its  passage  through  the  House  of  Lords. 
The  committee  approved  of  amendments 
which  are  being  moved  in  the  Committee 
stage  of  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Messrs.  P.  Lonoy  and  G.  Riddle  Avere 
appointed  to  represent  the  committee  on  the 
National  Committee  of  the  Co-operative 
Party. 

Other  matters  dealt  with  -included  the 
embargo  on  Canadian  store  cattle,  the 
activity  of  the  P.A.T.A.,  tho  appointment 
of  public  auditors,  Workmen’s  Compensation 
Bill,  &c. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

for  females.  At  21  years  the  new  rates 
will  be  55s.  for  males  and  34s.  .for  females, 
reductions  respectively  of  8s.  and  6s.  5d. 

It  is  pointed  out  by  the  C.W.S.  that 
these  new  rates  onlv  apply  to  'workers  of 
21  years  of  age  or  below.  It  does  not  mean 
that  they  will  be  the  minima -for  all  workers 
above  that  age.  Asa  matter  of  fact  higher 
wages  are  paid  to  workers  above  that  age. 

Misstatements  haA'e  been  made  in  the 
press  in  regard  to  some  of  the  new  scales, 
and  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  trade 
unions  concerned  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
award.  They  agreed,  however,  to  refer  the 
scales  to  the  Joint  Committee  and  to 
accept  its  decision.  Reference  has  also 
been  made  to  reductions  in  wages  of 
porters,  cleaners,  &c.  It  should  be  pointed 
out  that  there  are  very  few  of  these  classes 
of  workers  employed  by  the  C.W.S.  below 
the  age  of  21  years,  so  that  the  majority 
of  them  wiU  not  be  affected  by  tbe  change. 


that  Liverpool  was  a port  and  Manchostof 
was  not.  The  Railway  Rates  Tribunal  reduced 
the  Manchester- London  rate  to  72s.  6d.‘, 
although  it  might  have  come  down  to  the 
Liverpool  rate  but  for  that  “ passion  foi 
oo  npromise.” 

The  last  paragraph  in  a London  daily 
paper's  references  to  the  oratory  at  Saturday’s 
demonstrations  was  headed  “Longest  Non- 
Stop  Flight.”  I wondered  who  the  orator 
was  ; but  the  par  only  referred  to  the  exploit 
of  an  air  pilot,  not  a sky  pilot. 

On  : cannot  work  day  -after  day  to  the 
accompaniment  of  the  buzz  of  lusty  boyish 
vigour  that  comes  from  the  Manchester 
Grammar  School  without  being  interested 
in  the  boys.  When  I am  next  tempted  to  be 
annoyed  at  the  bad  lads  Avho  peer  over  at  me 
from  their  classroom  windows  I avUI  remember 
the  announcement  made  by  their  High  Master 
on  Monday— that  they  subscribed  £900  to 
the  Russian  Famine  Fund,  and  did  it  by  sheer 
self-denial,  without  begging.  Charity  of  that 
sort  covers  a multitude  of  sins. 

M.  H.  Van  der  Mandere,  who  was.  elected 
a member  of  the  committee  of  the  International 
Peace  Congress  in  London  on  Saturday,  is 
a AArell-knoAvn  Dutch  co-operator,  and  repre- 
sented the  Dutch  Co-operative  Union  at,  tho 
Co-operatiA'e  Congress  at  Portsmouth. 

Mr.  F.  D.  Acland,  M.P.,  who  took  a pro- 
minent part  in  the  allotment  debate  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Friday,  is  the  eldest  son 
of  Sir  Arthur  Acland,  a former  member  of  thb 
Southern  Sectional  Board.  Father  and  son 
are  keenly  interested  in  co-operation.  As  a 
former  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture,  Mr.  Acland  s interests  lean  on 
the  side  of  rural  co-operation. 

Mr.  T.  Mardy  Jones,  the  Labour  A'ictor 
and  co-operator  of  Pontypridd,  took  his  seat 
on  Thursday,  27th  ult.,  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions of  his  colleagues.  He  comes  to  the 
House  of  Commons  with  first-hand  know- 
ledge of  working-class  conditions,  havring 
commenced  work  in  the  mines  at  the  age  of 
twelve.  By  hard  work  and  sacrifice,  Mr. 
Jones  was  able  to  raise  sufficient  money  to  pay 
his  expenses  for  six  months  at  Ruskin  College. 
Later  he  did  notable  service  as  a political 
agent  of  the  South  Wales  Miners’  Federation. 

I hope  people  will  be  careful  during  this 
popular  holiday  month.  One  never  knows 
what  may  happen.  I have  recollections  of 
the  following  adventures  on  successive  (1 
nearly  wrote  "successful”)  August  holi- 
days : (1)  Got  beastly  sea-sick  on  a tramp 
steamer ; (2)  had  to  be  rescued  from  a 
swamp  in  which  I stuck  as  if  in  a glue-pot; 
(3)  got  capsized  in  a sailing  boat  with  a 
current  running  out  to  sea ; (4)  got  pitched 
in  a pony-trap,  with  hors©  and  driver, 
on  to  a beach  five  feet  below  the  road ; (5) 
got  married.  Odt  and  About. 


C.W.S.  WAGE  REVISIONS. 

JOINT  COMMITTEE’S  AWARD 
FOR  jJUNIOR  WORKERS. 

The  negotiations  which  have  been  taking 
place  since*  last  December  between  the 
Wholesale  Society  and  the  N.U.D.A.W., 
the  N.A.U.S.A.,  the  Transport  and  General 
Workers’  Union,  and  the  National  Union 
of  Clerks  in  regard  to  a revision  of  wages 
scales  for  junior  workers  haA'e  now  been 
concluded.  The  parties  concerned  agreed 
to  refer  the  questions  in  dispute  to  tho 
Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and 
Co-operators,  which  has  noAV  issued  its 
award.  The  new  scales  refer  only  to  em- 
ployees from  14  to  21  years  of  age,  whose 
wages  were  revised  in  September  last  year. 

Three  classes  of  workers  are  dealt  with, 
and  the  new  rates  come  into  operation  on 
the  pay-day  in  tho  week  commencing. 
August  7th. 

For  clerks  and  salesmen,  males  of  14 
years  are  to  be  paid  13s.  and  females  12s., 
reductions  of  os.  and  2s.  5d.  respectively. 
Similar  reductions  are  made  for  the 
various  ages  up  to  21.  At  that  age  tho 
new  rate  for  males  is  60s.  a week  and  for 
females  38s.,  reductions  of  3s.  and  12s.  5d. 
respectively. 

For  warehouse  workers  and”  packers  the 
new  rates  are  12s.  for  males  and  11s.  for 
females  at  14  years,  reductions  of  Gs.  and 
3s.  5d.  respecth’ely ; whilst  at  21  years 
males  will  now  receive  57s.  instead  of  63s., 
and  females  36s.  instead  of  50s.  Gd. 

Porters,  cleaners,  hoist  attendants,  door- 
keepers, and  general  hands  are  to  have 
their  wages  at  14  years  reduced  from  18s. 
to  10s.  for  males,  and  from  14s.  5d.  to  10s, 

[Continued  at  foot  of  third  column.] 
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August  5,  19*) 


THE  QUESTION  OF  POLITICS. 


MEN’S  GUILD  NOTES. 


MR.  GREENING  PROVOKES  REPLIES 


AND  ELICITS  SOME  SUPPORT. 


CO-OPERATORS  AND 

GOVERNMENT. 

I should  not  have  intervened  in  this  dis- 
cussion at  this  stage  but  for  two  things. 
They  are,  first,  that  my  friend  Mr.  Greening 
mentions  me  specifically  ; second,  that  at  the 
end  of  his  last  letter  ho  suggests,  although 
only  in  question  form  it  is  true,  action  which 
I regard  at  retrogressive  and  reactionary. 
He  desires  a retreat  from  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  co-operative  movement  at  the 
Swansea  Congress  in  1917. 

In  his  effort  to  “re-state”  his  views, 
Mr.  Greening  says:  “We  are  not  opposed 
to  Mr.  Perry,  Mr.  Watkins,  Mr.  Barnes, 
and  the  other  so-called  Co-operative  candi- 
dates trying  to  win  seats  for  themselves 
and  advance  the  political  principles  they 
hold  so  long  as  they  conduct  their  campaign 
w ith  the  funds,  organisation,  and  machinery 
of  their  own  partisans.”  In  this  statement 
th$ro  ore  contained  implications  and  distor- 
tions of  the  actual  position  worthy  of  either 
of  the  two  political  parties  designated  by 
Mr.  Greening  as  “ ancient.”  They  are, 
however,  quite  unworthy  of  the  veteran 
co-operator  Mr.  Greening. 

Prior  to  1917  I belonged  to  no  political 
party,  having  all  my  life  regarded  the  race 
of  party  politicians  as  “ ancient”  perverters 
of  the  truth,  and  party  politics  as  a game 
in  which  those  taking  part  must  sooner  or 
later  become  besmirched.  But  serious  stu- 
dents of  the  movement  have  always  thought, 
as.  did  the  Rochdale  Pioneers,  that  the  time 
must  come  whefTco-operators  as  such  must 
take  responsibility  for  what  is  called  “ Gov- 
ernment ” if  their  ideals  are  to  be  fully 
realised  and  the  State  become  co-operatived. 
And  in  this  regard,  in  view  of  the  action 
taken  by  Congress,  Mr.  Greening  and  his 


IBANK  HOLIDAY. 

Monday,  August  7th,  being  Bank 
Holiday,  the  English  offices  of  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society  Ltd.  will  be  closed. 


supporters  are  really  laggards.  Co-opera- 
tion has  been  and  is  my  politics,  and  co- 
operative methods  are  those  by  which  I 
believe  the  affairs  of  State  and  of  States 
must  ultimately  be  conducted.  Surely  Mr. 
Greening  and  his  friends  have  heard  of  that 
new  co-operative  society,  “ The  League  of 
Nations.” 

In  his  list  of  good  men  and  women  who 
have  helped  the  movement,  Mr.  Greening 
includes  the  late  Sir  Walter  Morrison  and 
Mr.  Aneurin  Williams.  Both  of  them  once 
represented  this  my  native  town  of  Ply- 
mouth in  Parliament;  but  both  of  them  lost 
their  seats  because  of  their  known  friend- 
ship to,  and  advocacy  of,  co-operation. 
Were  the  co-operative  vote  organised  in  this 
town,  and  in  others,  only  those  people 
known  to  be  favourable  to  co-operation 
would,  or  could,  be  elected.  The  Excess 
Profits  Tax  iniquity  was  perpetrated  by  one 
of  Mr.  Greening’s  Liberal  Chancellors  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  M'Kenna.  When  inter- 
viewed with  referenoe  to  the  unfair  applica- 
tion of  that  duty  to  00- operative  societies. 
Conservative.  Mr.  Bonar  Law  told  the  Co- 
operative Joint  Parliamentary  Committee, 
or  which  I was  a member,  tnat  if  a vote 
were  taken  in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
night,  the  great  majority  would  bo  against 
"us.  We  knew  that,  of  bourse;  we  know  also 
that  it  is  the  same  now,  and  so  does  Mr. 
Greening  and  his  friends.  Therefore, 
Messrs.  Perry,  Barnes,  and  the  others  are 
as  busy  as  they  can  bo  getting  co-operators 
to  realise  and'  alter  that  position.  Mr. 
Greening  has  always  been  an  idealist,  and 
ho  surely  is  not  blind  to  the  fact  that  those 
persons  whom  he  now  maligns  are  practically 
and  consistently  working  for  the  co-opera- 
tive ideal  in  endeavouring  to  elect  tried 
co-operators  to  Parliament. 

Says  Mr.  Greening:  “ Mr.  Kidd  the  Con- 
servative and  Mr.  Asquith  the  Liberal  took 
tho  lead  in  saving  co-operators  from  the  im- 
position of  the  Corporation  Tax.”  Did 
they?  Without,  however,  belittling  what 
these  gentlemen  actually  did  for  the  move- 
ment in  this  matter^  it  is  pertinent  to  ask 
Mr.  Greening  and  his  friends,  Who  put  the 
tax  on  tho  movement?  They  know,  as  we 
all  know,  that  it  was  tho  anti-co-operative 
majority  in  Parliament.  What  its  applica- 
tion for  one  year  and  the  efforts  to  remove 
it  have  or  will  coBt  the  movement  cannot  yet 
be  stated;  but  more  than  tho  “ forty  ” Co- 
operative candidates  mentioned  by  Mr. 


Greening  could  he  run  for  Parliament  with 
that  money. 

Fortunately  for  themselves  and  the  move- 
ment, the  present  generation  of  co-opera- 
tors are  less  imbued  with  “ ancient  party  ” 
prejudices  than  their  forbears.  They 
are  better  able,  therefore,  to  adopt 
what  was  advocated  by  Robert  Owen 
a century  and  more  ago,  “ Unre- 
stricted co-operation  for  all  purposes  of 
life.”  They  oan  consequently  ho  co-opera- 
tors in  the  polling  booth  as  well  as  on  the 
co-operative  platform,  whilst  those  who  get 
returned  as  co-operators  to  Parliament  will 
he  there  becauso  co-operators  organised  for 
the  purpose  sent  them  there. 

W.  H.  Watkins,  Chairman  of  the 
Co-operative  Party. 


WHY  THE  "SO-CALLED"? 

In  his  effort  to  “distinctly”  state  his 
position  with  regard  to  politics  in  the  move- 
ment, Mr.  E.  O.  Greening  makes  reference 
to  the  “so-called  ” Co-operative  candidates. 
What  is  the  “ distinct  ” meaning  he  wishes 
to  convey?  Does  -lie  wish  us  to  understand 
that  these  men  are  not  co-oper  iters  at  all, 
and  are  only  seeking  the  support  of  co- 
operators  for  some  ulterior  motives  of  their 
own;  qt  is  tho  description  “ so-called” 
merely  a piooe  of  tho  “ political  babble  ” 
which  he  denounces  in  the  next  paragraph. 

He  says  ho  is  not  opposed  to  these  men 
trying  to  get  into  Parliament  if  they  do  so 
with  the  organisation  and  the  funds  of  their 
own  partisans ; but  if  these  men  are  foal  co- 
operators  (and  not  “ so-called  ”)  then  it 
follows  naturally  that  every  other  real  co- 
opamtor  (and  not  “so-called”)  must 
necessarily  he  one  of  their  partisans;  and, 
further,  anyone  who  is  not  opposed  to  tlieir 
standing  for  Parliament  hut  at  the  same 
time  is  opposed  to  helping  them  to  get 
returned  is  somewhat  akin  to  the  coster- 
monger in  the  old  song,  “ ’15  dunno  where 
’e  are.” 

Mr.  Greening  also  refers  to  Mr.  Kidd  and 
Mr.  Asquith  “taking  the  lead”  in  saving 
the  movement  from  the  Corporations  Profits 
Tax.  Does  lie  mean  to  imply  that  hut  for 
these  two  gentlemen  nobody  else  would  have 
troubled  about  it?  Ho  must  surely  realise 
that  all  “ leaders  ” must  have  a following, 
and  that  in  this  case  73  per  cent,  of  the  fol- 
lowing were  “so-called”  eo-operators,  and 
that  without  them  the  magnificent  efforts  of 
Mr.  Kidd  and  Mr.  Asquith  would  have  been 
unavailing,  and  that  if  we  had  sufficient 
sense  to  place  the  “ so-called  ” in  a majority 
in  the  House  of  Gammons  the  movement 
would  never  be  faced  with  these  dangers. 

Mr.  Greening  also  says  he  belongs  to  the 
wing  of  tlie  Liberal  Party  which  strives  to 
uplift  the  working  masses  and  redeem  them 
from  servitude.  Does  lie  mean  the  Free 
Liberals  who  have  chosen  for  their  leader 
the  man  who  shot  the  minors  at  Feather- 
stonhaugh  and  fastened  upon  the  country 
the  vilest  badge  of  servitude  that  civilisa- 
tion lias  ever  been  cursed  with — conscrip- 
tion. Verily,  if  this  is  so,  the  costermonger 
in  the  song  is  not  alone  in  his  predicament. 

F.  H.  Mathew  (Leicester). 


PURCHASES,  DIVIDENDS,  AND 
POLITICS. 

Those  _who  do  not  agree  with  the  entry  of 
polities  into  our  movement  will  rejoice  tliat 
Mr.  Greening  has  challenged  the  wisdom  of 
it  and  made  his  protest. 

I believe  tho  vast  majority  of  members  ore 
against  political  action,  hut  they  are  for  the 
most  part  silent  on  the  question  ; they  never 
go  to  conferences,  are  not  attached  to  the 
guilds,  and  do  not  attend  tho  quarterly 
meetings,  nevertheless  they  have  their  own 
method  of  showing  their  disapproval.  And 
it  is  a very  simple  one,  viz.,  witlidirawing 
their  custom.  This  foot  accounts  in  a large 
measure  for  societies  not  being  able  to  give 
dividends. 

It  must  be  clear  I think  that  those  who 
advocate  political  action  are  narrow  and 
exclusive,  failing  to  recognise  wliat  i3  a 
truth  that  party  politics  divide  people, 
whereas  co-operation  must  be  considered  as 
big  enough  to  embrnoe  all  classes  of  the 
community  whatever  may  be  their  views. 
The  door  of  co-operation  should  be  thrown 
wide  open  to  all  comers,  but  the  politicians 
stand  with  the  door  ajar,  andi  in  effect  say 
unless  you  ana  a Labourite  we  cannot  allow 
yon  to  enter. 

These  same  folk  very  glibly  repeat  the 
phrase,  “Work  for  the  coming  of  the  Co- 
operative Commonwealth,”  forgetting  that 
while  their  ’ detion  alienates  people  the 
Oommonwoalth  cannot  possibly  arrive.  It 
is  simply  futile  to  hope  for  tills  and  at  the 
same  time  drive  out  by  our  action  all  sorts 
and  conditions  of  men  and  women. 

Men  may  he  Sharp  to  see  the  advantages 
of  capturing  our  splendid  organisation  for 
their  own  political  advancement,  but  they 
are  no  true  well-wishers  of  the  movement, 
and  sooner  or  later  they  will  repent  of  their 
tactics.  In  my  humble  judgment  there  is 
only  one  thing  that  can  liinder  its  onward 
march,  and  that  is  turning  it  into  a political 
machine. 

Co-Worker  (Southampton). 


SIGNS  OF  NEW  LIFE. 

ONE  OF  THE  FORCES  MAKING 
FOR  PROGRESS. 

By  A GUILDSMAN. 


There  are  signs  that  new  life  is  stirring 
in  the  Men’s  Guild.  Reports  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  now  arriving  at  the  head 
office  tell  of  great  activity  in  many  branches. 
I11  past  years  a large  number  of  guilds  have 
gone  to  sleep  during  the  summer  months. 
Unlike  Polar  boars  and  other  ravenous 
beasts  whioh  hibernate  in  the  winter,  guilds- 
men  have  been  guilty  of  hibernation  in  the 
very  best  months  of  the  year.  Strange 
though  it  may  appear  to  unimaginative 
persons,  many  guild  branches  have  in  tho 
past  actually  held  no  meetings  at  all  from 
May  bo  September!  Members  have  been 
cutting  the  lawn  or  growing  potatoes,  and 
have  forgotten  all  about  the  great  purpose 
of  applying  co-operative  principles  to  the 
whole  of  life! 

As  a consequence,  (when  the  summer 
endetl^  and  gufidsmon  returned  freon  the 
seaside  and  the  country,  The  local  guild  has 
been  at  death’s  door,  simply  because  no 
effort  1ms  been  made  to  keep  it  alive  during 
the  summer  months.  It  may,  of  course,  he 
difficult  to  keep  a guild  in  being  during  tho 
hot  weather,  when  wise  men  avoid  indoor 
meetings,  but  surely  there  is  no  good  reason 
why  nothing  should  he  done  to  put  tho  world 
right  simply  because  the  sun  is  shining! 
Industry  continues  all  the  year  round,  the 
social  problem  is  ever  with  us,  the  principles 
ot  co-operation  are  as  sound  in  summer  as 
in  winter.  Guildsmen  who  sleep  in  summer 
are  as  culpable  as  were  the  five  foolish 
virgins  I 

Open-Air  Meetings. 

Happily,  there  is  evidence  many  guilds 
have  this  year  changed  for  the  better.  Al- 
though they  are  not  holding  mass  meetings 
and  indoor  gatherings,  they  are  doing  their 
best  to  spread  oo-operative  knowledge  and 
to  increase  tlie  influence  of  the  Men’s  Guild. 
Consider,  for  example,  wliat  has  been  done 
in  recent  weeks  by  half-a-dozen  branches, 
whose  doings  have  been  faithfully  recorded 
in  the  press.  Members  of  Manchester  and 
Oldham  branches,  numbering  about  one 


“AMONG  THE  EDUCATIONISTS.” 


The  notes  on  co-operative  educa- 


tional activities  by  “ Owenite  ” will 
appear  in  next  week’s  “ News.” 


hundred,  have  been  rambling  and  scrambling 
over  the  Pennine  Mountains,  and  holding 
open-air  meetings  in  little  villages  among 
the  hills.  Stockport  Guildsmen  liave  been 
wandering  about  Cheshire,  sometimes  alone 
— sometimes  in  company  with  fair  ladies  who 
belong  to  tlie  local  branches  of  the  Women’s 
Guild 7 Members  of  the  Hyde  branch  walk 
miles  every  Saturday  afternoon—  wet  or  fine, 
and  (untroubled  by  ants  or  other  creeping 
things!)  sit  upon  the  grass  to  read  the  “ Co- 
operative News  ” and  discuss  the  world  at 
large. 

So,  too,  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
London  Guildsmon  gladly  escape  from  the 
finest  city  in  the  world  to  tramp  among  the 
Surrey  lulls,  discovering — much  to  their 
surprise — that  grass  really  is  green,  and  that 
the  nightingale  does  sing  on  tne  top  of  Leith 
Hill.  Birmingham  men,  being  more  ener- 
getic, leap  the  leap,  loop  the  loop,  run  races, 
and  make  speeches  at  grand  sports  and  field 
meetings.  Members  in  the  Mansfield  dis- 
trict meet  in  conference  to  decide  how  to 
increase  the  guild  membership  in  the  Mid- 
lands to  ten  tliousand  strong,  while  sturdy 
Yorkshiremen  cooperatively  play  cricket  in 
most  deadly  earnest. 

These  are  the  outward  and  visible  signs  of 
inward  life  and  movement.  Guildsmen  are 
beginning  to  realise  that  the  Men’s  Guild  is 
not  the  fifth  wheel  of  the  co-operative  coach, 
but  a vehicle  capable  of  independent  move- 
ment when  the  necessary  power  is  forthcom- 
ing to  move  it.  The  guild  is  not  a mere 
auxiliary — a bye-product  of  the  co-operative 
store.  It  is  a part  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment ; lacking  which  the  movement  would  he 
incomplete.  Organised  in  the  guild,  men 
oo-oporators  add  strength  and  give  vigour  to 
the  whole  movement,  and  the  time  is  not 
distant  when  guildsmon  will  be  publioly 
recognised  as  one  of  the  chief  forces  making 
for  democratic  progress  in  Britain. 

Live  Guilds  Wanted. 

Like  all  other  bodies  having  life  in  thorn, 
guilds  sometimes  show  more  courage  than 
discretion.  Sometimes  guildsmen  act  un- 
wisely locally.  Occasionally  they  quarrel 
with  management  committees  and  other 
official  bodies.  And  when  they  do  wrong  and 
act  foolishly,  they  are  quite  properly 
reproved  and  disciplined  by  the  powers 
tliat  be  in  the  movement.  Still,  nnytliing  is 
better  than  stagnation.  Moving  forces  will 
always  break  through  obstacles  tliat  prevent 
their  progress.  A live  guild  is  better  than 
a dead  committee  any  day  in  the  week.  And 
it  is  just  possible  that  some  people  criticise 


guilds  unfairly  because  guildsmen  expect  tin 
local  oo-operative  society  to  play  a prominent 
part  in  local  affairs ! 

Other  signs  of  life  and  vigour  are  not' 
lacking.  During  the  last  few  weeks  -.evera] 
new  branches  have  been  established,  and 
other  branches,  not  previously 
have  decided  to  join  tlie  national  body. 
the  guild  grows,  arid,  as  time  passes,  wjl 
grow  more  rapidly,  until  first  the  lOOQft 
mark,  then  tlie  '25,000  mark,  and  tlien’tb, 
50,000  mark  will  have  baen  passed.  Given 
a little  energy,  a little  publicity,  a little 
self-sacrifice,  a little  patience,  and  u lot"  c.f 
common-sense  all  will  he  well  with  tho  Mon’s 
Guild,  and  co-operators  who  are  already 
middle-aged  will  live  to  see  one  hundred 
thousand  co-operative  men  organised  ^ 
light  the  battles  of  the  co-operative  move- 
inent  on  every  field. 

Perhaps  one  had  better  say  no  more  on 
this  occasion.  Prophesy  is  dangerous,  and 
members  of  the  "Women’s  Guild  would’  per- 
haps be  jealous  if  tlie  Men's  Guild  prow 
faster  than  its  sister.  Still,  although  tho 
age  of  miracles  is  past,  men  who  have  vision, 
courage,  will  power,  and  energy  can  accom- 
plish great  tilings.  Let  no  nma  despise  tho 
summer  ramble,  tlie  open-air  meeting,  tho 
cricket  match;  or  tho  rather  roisteroua 
singing  on  the  homeward  march.  These  all 
satisfy  some  desire  of  tlie  human  lieait,  and 
satisfy  somo  human  need.  And  as  the 
Men’s  Guilds  thus  discover  how  to  please 
men,  and  to  bind  men  together  in  the  bonds 
of  familiar  fellowship,  the  Men’s  Guild  will 
grow,  and  glowing,  he  better  able  to  render 
service  to  the  oo-operative  movement 
throughout  the  world. 

The  Men’s  Guild  Notes  will  appear  in  the 
“Co-operative  News”  for  tho  first 
Saturday  of  every  month  till  further 
notice.  At  the  earliest  opportunity  the 
feature  will  be  introduced  at  shorter 
intervals. — Ed.,  “ C.  N.” 


THE  MAXWELL 

TESTIMONIAL. 

FURTHER  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Thf.  additional  list  of  subscriptions  n 
publish  below  shows  how  widespread  is  the 
desire  to  recognise  the  services  rendered  to 
the  co-operative  movement  at  home  find 
abroad  by  Sir  William  Maxwell.  The  testi- 
monial is  organised  on  an  international 
basis,  and  co-operative  societies  in  mauj 
cases  can  only  subscribe  to  such  movements 
with  the  approval  of  members’  meetings,  so 
that  it  takes  a long  time  to  complete  tin 
response  to  the  invitation  of  the  Inter- 
national Alliance.  Subscriptions  in  the  hs» 
alreadv  published  do  not  include  those  voted 
but  tliose  actually  remitted  to  the  I.C.A. 
Some  voted  have  yet  to  be  remitted,  nod 
some  societies  have  still  to  decade  on  tne 
sums  to  be  sent.  , , 

All  subscriptions  sent  to  the  office  of  tna 
International  Co-operative  Alliance,  «. 
Groat  Smith-street,  Westminster,  London, 
S.W.  1,  iwilJL  he  acknowledged  m tnj 

£2"  each:  Blackley.  Bonnybridge.  Croft- 
head,  Dunfermline,  City  of  Perth,  Peebles. 

£1  Is.  each:  Axdrossan,  Armadale. 

Burslem-  and  District,  Bradford,  Buckfad- 
leigh  Belfast,  Burton-on-Trent,  Dlantyre. 
Bingley,  Crompton  Boot  Manufacturing. 
Carlisle,  Cambridge,  Crawley  and  IneW. 
Cnstleford,  Dalmellington,  Droylsdon,  Denny 
and  Dunipaoe,  Ealing  Tenants,  FraseruurBW 
Galashiels,  Gavieside,  Haswell.  Hu  dot  nna 
Nitshill,  Irvine  and  Fullarton,  Kettering 
Clothing.  Kirkconnel,  Leicester  Sdf-H«P> 
Leather  Supply  Association,  Leven  Reform, 
Lincoln,  Larkhall,  Morlcy.  Ma ry port,  Nor- 
wich, New  Tredegar,  Pollokshaws, 
stone  and  Bournemouth,  Reading,  Radciiji 
and  Pilkington,  River  and  District,  Sower®. 
Bridge,  Swansea  and  District,  Soot 
Suburban.  Scunthorpe,  Sandbach.  Staple- 
ford  and  Sanciiacre,  Scottish  Eduiati* 
Acres  and  Stirohley,  Tantobie,  TibsueH, 
Tnihacli  and  Port  Talbot.  WellingborongJi, 
Wetherby  and  District,  Worcester.  Waft** 
Wigtown  and  District,  Woking,  Wahlm 
Locks  and  Cart  Gear. 

£1  each : Carrick,  Darbel,  Dregborn. 

Dysart.  Great  Horton,  G'rangeinoutn, 
Hamilton  Palace  Colliery,  Lochgolly,  bd'jjj 
Provident,  Newton,  Newton  Mearns, 

Coal,  Stowmarket,  Stirling,  West  of 
and  Clackmannan  Association,  Tranent, 
Wolverton. 

10s.  6d.  each : Ashford  Society.  Birnung- 
— — - — - — and 


ham,  Cymmer.  Derby  Printers.  Denton 


Haughton,  Halstead,  Katrine,  LitR0* 
borough,  Malton  and  Norton.  New  Swindon. 
Newtown,  Pontardulais,  SwalwelJ,  Torquo. , 
Winsford,  Workington. 

10s.  each : Bo’ness,  Chorley,  Kipp31' 
Kilbarchan,  Prees. 

5s. : Finedon.  .1 

In  last  week’s  list  we  mentioned  w * 
Clot  liters  (Leicester)  ns  the  donors  of 
10s.  It  should  have  been  Wellingboro0®  • 
not  Leicester. 


ST.  COLUMB  ROAD  AND  DISTRICT  CO-OP®*; 

TIVE  SOCIETY  LTD. — Wanted  nt  once,  . 
perienoed  LADY  ASSISTANT  for  the  I)n»pt*y  an 
mont  for  central  stores  and  to  supervise  ora-  ^ 
under  direction  of  goDerel  manager; 
slate  age,  experience,  and  wages  required,  coo  ^ 
references.— Apply  to  Oo-operative  Society.  St. 

Road,  Fraddon,  Cornwall. -— jj" 

Grocery  and  provisions.— advmtiser.  ^ 

with  12  years-  pre-war  experience,  dear® 
enter  trade;  DISPATCH  HAND  or  WARKHOU^^j 
thorough  knowledge  all  departments;  go™  Jc 
window  dresser;  highest  refs. — SKTLTON'.  -'Boca. 
Allington-lane,  Wont  End,  Southampton. 


A cgu8T-5,  1922. 
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farting  GIFTS. 


Mr.  E.  CLARK  (C.W.S.) 

HONOURED. 

Ij  jg  well  known  that  Mr.  Edgar  Clark  is 
leaving  ‘be  service  of  the  C.W.S.  London 

occry  department  to  occupy  the  position  of 
general  manager  at  the  Norwich  Co-operative 
Society-  . 

On  Saturday  last,  in  the  grocery  saleroom 
flt  Leman-street,  Mr.  Clark  was  presented 
tfitk  a purse  pf  gold,  as  a tribute  of  regard  and 
appreciation  of  goodwill  to  a highly-esteemed 
colleague. 

Mr.  W.  Opeushaw  (chief  of  the  grocery- 
department),  in  making  the  presentation, 
referred  to  the  unique  character  of  the  occa- 
sion, his  anxiety  in  the  loss  of  a colleague,  and, 
above  all,  the  sterling  qualities  of  character 
which  had  formed  the  basis  of  f iendship,  and 
Qn  which  he  bade  Mr.  Clark  God-speed  and 
goodwill  in  his  new  walk  in  life. 

Many  friends  had  gathered,  representative 
of  all  ranks  and  departments  of  C.W.S.  service, 
and  in  short  simple  speeches  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Clark  an  eloquent  demonstration  of  the  esteem 
and  affection  in  which  he  is  regarded. 

Travellers’  Gift. 


The  presentation  was  immediately  followed 
by  a delegation  from  the  London  Travellers’ 
Association,  on  whose  behalf  Mr.  Ryall  and 
Mr.  Moynihan  tendered  to  Mr.  Clark  then 
unanimous  wish  of  the  Association  for  his 
welfare,  and  asked  his  acceptance  of  a purse 
of  gold,  mention  being  made  that  Mr.  Clark 
was  mainly  responsible  for  the  conception  of 
the  Association,  and  that  it  was  with  the  ut- 
most respect  and  regard  that  they  paid  him 
then1  tribute. 

In  acknowledging  the  presentations,  Mr. 
Clark  found  it  difficult  to  express  the  measure 
of  his  appreciation,  but  referred  to  his  estimate 
of  the  value  of  friendship,  the  strength  of 
character,  and  the  good  influences  which  had 
regulated  his  life. 

The  event,  which  took  place  on  Saturday, 
is  almost  without  precedent  at  London  branch, 
particularly  in  the  intensity  of  goodwill  and 
evident  affection  to  a colleague  who  has  given 
over  thirty-one  years’  service  in  the  London 
branch. 

There  was  a very  pleasant  function  at  the 
buyers’  dinner  at  Leman-street,  on  Tuesday, 
when  Mr.  E.  Clark  was  presented  with  a gold 
watch  from  the  retail  grocery  buyers,  in- 
scribed as  follows  : “ Presented  to  Mr.  Edgar 
Clark',  by  the  London  district  grocery  buyers, 
as  a token  of  their  regard  and  esteem,  July, 
1922.”  Mr.  Turnbull  (president  of  the 
London  district  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Managers’  Association)  was  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Read  (Ipswich)  stated  that  he  had  been 
acquainted  witli  Mr.  Clark’s  work  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Clark  had  called  upon  the  societies 
in  the  eastern  counties  and  they  were  always 
glad  to  see  him  as  representing  the  C.W.S. 
Mr.  Clark  was  always  ready  to  give  the  societies 
the  benefit  of  the  advice  and  knowledge 
which  he  possessed  to  guide  them  in  the  conduct 
of  their  affairs. 


Mr.  Noble  (secretary  to  the  London  district 
N.C.M.A.)  testified  to  the  pleasant  way  in 
which  the  proposal  to  make  a presentation 
had  been  received  by  the  managers.  He  was 
sure  that  had  Mr.  Clark  heard  the  expressions 
oi  regret  at  losing  his  services  at  Leman- 
street  and  the  warm  appreciation  expressed, 
he  would  have  been  exceedingly  gratified. 

The  Chairman,  in  fitting  terms,  then  pre- 
sented the  gold  watch  to  Mr.  Clark.  The 
recipient  was  accorded  a very  cordial  reception, 
an<l  musical  honours  found  vocal  expression. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  said  he 
had  been  associated  with  the  C.W.S.  since  he 
^as  a boy  and  he  had  had  a “ jolly  good  time.” 
here  was  a fellowship  in  co-operative  service 
jrhich  could  not  be  equalled  outside.  After 
hirty-ono  years’  service  he  still  retained  the 
1 eals  which  he  learned  "from  his  father. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Clark,  the  following 
c egram  was  sent  to  Mr.  Gee,  who  was  retired 
«.®  managership  of  the  Norwich  Society  : 
embers  of  the  Maqtfgers’  Association, 
^ ^raen’  ar|d  buyers  assembled  at  Leman- ' 
'feet  send  hearty  greetings,  and  trust  that 
health  and  long  life  will  be  vouchsafed 
you.”  b 


fe  n6  °*  most  indefatigable  workers  in 
^•uring  the  decision  in  the  House  of  Commons 
remove  hhe  embargo  on  Canadian  cattle, 
jo  ‘lr-  A V.  Alexander  (secretary  of  the 
jjo n Parliamentary  Committee).  Before 
^1  i appointed  to  his  present  position,  Mr. 
Cf-  waa  a member  of  the  Weston-super- 
|0_  I ' °cp'y’s  general  committee,  and  was  a 
henchman  to  another  excellent  co- 
Pera*0-.  Mr.  W.  Brown. 


A JUBILEE  EVENT. 


SPORTS  AND  DANCING 
IN  THE  OPEN. 

SAFFRON  WALDENS  GREAT  DAY. 

In  conjunction  with  the  educational  com- 
mittee, Women’s  Guild,  and  employees,  the 
Saffron  Walden  Society  held  a very  successful 
gala  on  Thursday,  July  20bh.  In  the  after- 
noon 500  members’  children  were  entertained 
to  tea,  after  which  sports  were  held  for  the 
kiddies,  prizes  being  given  by  the  educational 
committee, except  those  for  the  boot  and  spoon 
cleaning  competitions,  which  were  given  by 
the  C.W.S. 

The  committee,  ably  led  by  the  general 
manager  (Mr.  W.  F.  Harding)  showed  entefe 
prise  and  skill  in  the  abundance  of  side-shows, 
which  were  organised  for  the  fun  and  amuse- 
ment of  the  people.  C.W.S.  productions  were 
everywhere  prominently  displayed,  and 
samples  of  “ Congress,”  “ Legion,”  and  toilet 
soaps  were  freely  disposed  of.  Balloons  were 
flying  all  over  the  grounds  advertising  the 
society  on  one  side  and  C.W.S.  soaps  on  the 
other. 

In  the  evening  the  town  band  rendered 
music,  and  dancing  was  appreciated.  A great 
crowd  attended  the  gala,  and  it  is  believed 
all  records  have  been  broken  for  Saffron 
Walden,  both  in  regard  to  the  numbers  attend- 
ing and  for  the  fine  all-round  show  and  display. 
Everything  ;prent  off  without  a hitch,  and  the 
event  has  certainly  shown  the  people  who  are 
not  yet  members  that  the  co-operative  move- 
ment can  organise  and  can  cater  for  the  social 
side  of  life,  as  well  as  the  business  side. 


MONEY  VALUES  AND 

BULK  TRADE. 

[To  the  Editor,  “Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir,— I attended  the  quarterly  meeting  of 
the  London  Co-operative  Society  at  Acton 
on  Thursday,  July  27th,  and  the  statement 
made  there  about  the  decrease  of  trade  at 
certain  branches  seemed  rather  alarming; 
but  I do  not  think  the  members  need  be 
unduly  troubled  if  they  take  into  considera- 
tion. the  depreciation  of  prices.  Many_ 
articles  sold  at  the  stores  are  much  less  in 
price  now  than  they  were  twelve  months  ago, 
such  as  sugar,  tea,  soap,  cheese,  &c.  A 
society  may  therefore  be  selling  the  same 
quantity,  but  showing  a smaller  turnover  in 
cash.  There  seemed  to  be  a tendency  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  members  to  put  the 
blame  on  the  employees,  which  I do  not 
think  is  correct,  for  I can  say  at  the  branch 
where  I purchase  my  goods  I receive  the 
greatest  courtesy  and  attention.  If  the 
members  would  take  the  trouble  to  look 
around,  they  would  see  that  private  traders, 
too,  are  feeling  the  effects  of  the  depression 
in  trade.  Then,  again,  many  members  are 
complaining  of  not  receiving  any  dividend. 
They  seem  to  forget  that  they  are  receiving 
5 per  cent,  on  their  share  capital,  and  that 
they  can  get  their  money  when  they  want  it, 
which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  private 
firms. 

After  all,  it  is  not  a truly  co-operative 
principle  to  pay  interest  on  money;  it  is 
rather  like  pandering  to  the  individualist 
principle.  The  dividing  of  the  surpluses 
according  to  purchases  is  no  doubt  better. 

I believe  I am  right  in  stating  that  in  Bel- 
gium and  other  Continental  countries  no  in- 
terest is  paid  on  share  capital  by  some  of 
the  societies,  and  that  accordingly  they 
make  greater  progress  than  societies  in  this 
country. — Yours  truly, 

E.  Triggs  (73,005). 

London  Co-operative  Society. 


INTERESTING  ITEMS. 

The  Cardiff  Workers’  Co-operative  Garden 
Village  Society  submits  a moat  encouraging 
report  to  its  members.  During  the  fifteen 
months  ended  March  31st,  the  total  receipts 
were  £100,400,  and  the  payments  £86,327. 
The  period  commenced  with  a bank  overdraft 
of  over  £12,000,  and  closed  with  a credit 
balance  of  over  £2,000. 

An  entertainment  of  the  members’ 
children  resident  in  the  Hoddesdon  and 
Stanstead  Abbott  district  was  held  in  Mr. 
Hibbs’  field,  Hertford-road,  Hoddvisdon,  on 
Saturday  last,  to  commemorate  the  jubilee 
of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society.  The 
weather  was  splendid,  and  over  800  children 
were  present.  A splendid  programme  of 
races  was  carried  out  during  t lie  afternoon, 
and  the  youngsters  also  played  football  and 
other  gomes  with  an  abandon  which  was 
very  pleasing  to  the  many  adults  who  were 
present.  The  Punch  and  Judy  shew  had  an 
interested  audience.  The  children  were 
given  a good  tea  free  of  charge,  and  in 
addition  were  presented  with  a small  cup 
of  sweets.  The  prizes  were  presented  by 
Mrs.  Wheeler,  Mrs.  Carr,  and  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Tlireadgold. 


ENFIELD  HIGHWAY  STAFF  SOCIAL. 

In  connection  with  the  jubilee  of  the  Enfield 
Highway  Society,  a very  successful  social 
gathering  of  the  committee  and  staff  was  held 
in|the  Co-operative  Hall  on  Thursday,  July 
27th.  About  300  members  of  the  staff  at- 
tended, and  the  whole  of  tho  members  of  the 
committee.  The  programme  consisted  of 
songs,  dances,  and  an  address  by  the  president 
(Mr.  John  Hood).  Songs  were  rendered  by  the 
Misses  Brooker,  Miss  A.  E.  Lawrence,  and 
Messrs.  B.  E.  Hoskins,  F.  G.  Burgess,  and  H. 
Gilliard  (of  the  staff),  and  Messrs.  W.  Balcom 
and  W.-G.  Price  (of  the  committee)  and  Mr. 
Will  Baker,  whilst  Mr.  Charles  Norman  acted 
as  accompanist,  and  Mr.  P.  H.  Mitche  1 
rendered  musical  monologues. 

Mr.  John  Hood  (president  of  the  society),  in 
opening  his  address,  made  reference  to  the  fact 
that  the  gathering  was  a part  of  the  society’s 
jubilee  celebration,  and  that  a fortnight  ago 
the  society  had  entered  upon  its  fifty-first  year 
with  flying  colours.  They  were  exceedingly 
pleased  to  have  with  them  that  night  Mr.  G. 
H.  Mew,  who  had  served  the  society  so  faith- 
fully and  well  for  the  past  thirty  years. 
(Applause.)  The  president  said  ho  was 
pleased  to  hear  that  applause,  because  Mr.  Mew 
was  absolutely  worthy  of  it.  They  all  felt 
justly  proud  of  their  society,  they  felt  proud 
with  regard  to  the  celebrations  that  had  taken 
place,  and  they  were  proud  of  those  who  served 
the  society  generally. 

At  the  interval  Mrs.  E.  D.  Hood  presented 
the  prizes  to  the  prize-winners  in  connection 
with  the  vehicle  demonstration,  and  also  to  the 
prize-w'inners  for  the  best-dressed  shop  windows 
and  shop  displays. 


SPORTS  AT  SHOREHAM. 

A POPULAR  EVENT. 

The  picturesque  little  village  of  Shoreham 
(Kent),  situated  amidst  the  most  delightful 
scenery  of  the  county,  was  the  rendezvous 
of  members  of  the  South  Suburban  Society’s 
educational  committee,  on  Saturday.  Tho 
sports  held  in  the  village,  arranged  by  the 
society,  are  now  an  annual  event,  eagerly 
looked  forward  to  by  the  members  of  the 
local  branch.  The  recreation  ground 
was  the  centre  of  attraction,  where 
races  were  arranged  for  boys  and 
girls  of  various  ages,  in  addition  to  sack 
race,  egg  and  spoon  race,  and  three-legged 
race,  &c.  The  starters,  Messrs.  J.  Keen 
and  W.  Upton,  had  little  difficulty  in  mar- 
shalline; the  starters  of  the  various  events, 
even  although  large  fields  were  the  order  of 
the  day.  The  judges.  Messrs.  Walk-ley, 
Harding,  aiul  Stewart,  had  a rather  more 
difficult  task,  as  the  events  were  keenly 
contested  witli'  very  close  finishes  in  most 
cases.  The  baby  race,  or  rather  races  ns 
it  was' found  necessary  to  duplicate  the  race, 
were  exciting  events, "-and  the  mothers  were 
not  lacking  in  keenness  in  their  own  race. 
The  gentlemen  “were,  however,  somewhat 
shy  in  taking  part  in  a speeiil  race  for 
themselves. 

Mr.  J.  Koch  with  his  gramophone'  pro- 
vided numerous  selections  of  high-class 
music  in  the  hand  stand. 

The  Pelaw  polishing  competitions  created 
great  interest  and  boots  and  spoons  were 
polished  to  such  an  extent  as  to  please  the 
most  exacting  housewife,  The  judges,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Marlow,  Mrs.  Keen,  and  Mr. 
Upton  had  a task  to  spot  the  winners. 

The  prizes,  which  gave  great  satisfaction, 
were  distributed  by  Mrs.  Hamnore  and  Mrs. 
Keen.  A pretty  picture  was  provided  when 
the  children  seated  themselves  in  rows  on 
the  ground  to  receive  their  tea  and  bag  of 
cakes. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 

For  twenty-one  successive  years,  Mrs.  E. 
Thomas  (of  the  Cardiff  Society)  has  been 
elected  a member  of  he  educational  committee, 
and  she  has  also  devoted  much  time  to  the 
management  committee  of  the  society  and  the 
Women’s  Guild  movement.  Such  a record 
is  probably  unique  in  the  movement. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  Aberdare  and  Llanelly  Societies  have 
come  through  a very  serious  period  with  flying 
colours,  and,  although  no  dividend  has  been 
declared  for  the  last  six  months  in  either  case, 
both  societies  have  met  all  claims  and  have 
disposable  ba'ances  of  £141  and  £562  respec. 
tively.  , * * * 

The  enterprise  of  the  Cardiff  Society  in 
establishing  a cate  under  the  Charles-strcet 
Labour  Hall  has  been  fully  justified  ; so  much 
so  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  increase 
the  accommodation.  A party  of  one  hundred 
can  now  be  accommodated  at  one  sitting, 
and,  under  new  management,  the  number  of 
regular  customers  is  on  the  increase. 
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EDUCATIONAL  AFFAIRS. 

MEETING  OF  SOUTH-WESTERN 

ASSOCIATION. 

VALUABLE  SERVICE  IN 

BUILDING  UP  CHARACTER. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  South-Western 
Section  Co-operative  Educational  Association 
was  held  on  the  premises  of  the  Exeter  Society, 
on  Saturday  afternoon.  Mr.  W.  White  (Tor- 
quay) presided  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  J.  Duck- 
worth (president  of  the  Association),  and  a 
cordial  welcome  was  extended  to  the  delegates 
by  Mr.  S.  Harris  (Exeter).  Representatives 
were  present  from  all  over  the  area. 

The  Chairman  presented  the  annual  report 
and  balance  sheet.  Referring  to  the  pubhc 
meeting  which  Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P.,  had 
been  unable  to  attend  through  illness,  he  said 
that  they  had  now  fixed  up  with  the  “ Co- 
operative Member  of  Parliament  ” to  fulfil 
his  engagement  on  October  13th. 

Answering  a question  with  reference  to 
sending  out  something  in  the  form  of  a ques- 
tionnair  j for  statistical  purposes,  the  honorary 
secretary  (Mr.  F.  J.  Barrett)  said  the  suggestion 
had  already  been  acted  upon.  Bristol  Society, 
for  instance,  had  forwarded  information  which 
arrived  too  late  to  be  included  in  the  report. 

Mr.  White's  Services. 

Mr.  Cowley  (Newton  Abbot)  thought  they 
should  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  tho 
services  which  Mr.  White  had  rendered  as 
secretary,  and  moved  that  the  best  thanks 
of  the  meeting  be  given  him  for  what  he  had' 
done.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mrs.  Warren  (Exeter)  seconded,  and  it  was 
carried  unanimously. 

The  Chairman  suitably  replied,  and  said 
what  he  had  done  had  been  undertaken  most 
willingly.  So  long  as  he  was  connected  with 
the  educational  side  of  the  movement,  he 
would  be  pleased  to  render  every  assistance 
to  the  Association.  (Applause.) 

Seconding  the  adoption  of  the  report,  Mr. 
Westcott  (Plymouth)  said  the  present  position 
of  co-operative  education  in  the  section  owed 
a great  deal  to  the  South-Western  Educational 
Association."  Much  of  the  work  accomplished 
was  not  recorded ; but  he  knew  something  of 
what  was  being  done,  and  did  not  think  any 
association  was  rendering -more  valuable  service 
than  the  Educational  Association  in  the 
building  up  of  character  and  inspiring  a nobler 
and  better  outlook. 

The  meeting,  before  adopting  the  report, 
considered  various  recommendations  regarding 
the  rules,  and  constitu  ion.  With  regird 
to  the  division  of  centres,  it  was  agreed,  after 
a short  discussion,  that  the  River  Dart  should 
be  the  dividing  line  between  Exeter  and 
Plymouth  districts.  Other  minor  alterations 
having  been  finally  made,  the  report,  as 
amended,  was  adopted. 

The  financial  report  showed  a balance  in 
hand  of  £13  8s.  3d.  This  was  regarded  as 
satisfactory,  and  carried.  i 

It  was  mentlone  l that  there  were  still  a 
number  of  associations  outside  the  South- 
Western  Section,  but  that  Mr.  Barre.t  was 
doing  his  best  to  bring  them  in.  When  that 
was  accomplished  the  funds  would  then  enable 
the  Association  to  become  more  useful  than  it 
had  been  in  the  past. 

New  Committee. 

The  results  of  the  voting  for  the  election  of 
the  committee  were  announced  as  follows : — • 

Bristol  Division  : — Mr.W.  Beard  (Radstock), 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Found  (Bristol),  Mr.  L.  E.  Winter 
(Taunton). 

Exeter  Division : — Messrs.  S.  Harris 

(Exeter),  and  F.  L.  Williams  (Exmouth) 
Tie : Mrs.  Hodge  (St.  Sidwell’s  Women’s 
Guild)  and  Mrs.  Sercombe  (St.  Thomas’ 
Womeq’s  Guild). 

Plymouth  Division : — Mr.  F.  J.  Barrett 
(P.ymouth),  Mr3.  B.  Milman  (Torquay),  and 
Mrs.  Wall  (Plymouth,  Pcverell,  Women's 
Guild). 

In  regard  to  the  Exeter  tie,  it  was  decided 
to  issue  lre3h  ballot  papers  to  those  societies 
vrKin<*  therefor  with  the  object  of  deciding 
the  third  p>ace. 

Tea  was  subsequently  served  to  the  dele- 
gates, alter  waica  the  new  committee  met 
fo  the  purpose  of  electing  a chairman,  s cre- 
tary  and  tr  asurer. 


The  losses  at  Moretonhampstead  have  been 
decreased,  and  it  is  con  dent'y  antieijated 
that  the  summer  season  will  • rin • out  the , 
society  on  tho  righ  side. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


AH  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  ho 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  “ Women’s  Pages,” 
"Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Millgote, 
Winchester. 


MOTHERS!  IN  THY  HANDS. 


WHICH  SHALL  IT  BE? 

THE  VOICE  OF  THE  PEOPLE,  OR  CLAMOUR  OF  ARMS? 


The  demonstrations  which  took  place 
last  week  in  our  own  country  and  in  some 
, twenty  other  countries  brought  together 
millions  of  people  diverse  in  thought, 
station,  and  opinion  upon  all  subjects 
but  oue,  “ There  shall  he  No  More  Wav.” 

It  is  a curious  and  thrilling  experience 
to  take  part  in  a great  public  demon- 
stration gathered  together  by  the  force 
of  an  emotion  or  a purpose  common  to 
all.  The  curiosity  which  draws  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  the  populace  to  line  the 
route  of  a royal  procession  leaves  each 
individual  intent  only  on  finding  the  best 
vantage-ground  for  himself,  a spot  from 
which  he  (or,  in  the  majority,  she)  can 
see  as  much  of  the  show  as  possible, 
regardless  of  her  neighbour's  rights  or 
chances  of  enjoyment.  But  the  im- 
mense crowds  which  gathered  together 
last  Saturday  in  London,  Manchester, 
Birmingham,  and  other  large  centres 
came  not  to  elbow  each  other  out  of 
curiosity,  but  to  join  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  each  other  in  a joint  effort  to  make 
the  mutual  voice  of  the  people  heard 
above  the  clamour  of  arms. 

The  demonstrations  were  typical  of 
each  other  in  this  also — that  the  speeches 
made  from  the  platforms  were  of  far 
less  importance  than  the  congregations 
to  which  the}'  were  addressed.  The 
audiences  had  come  there  because  they 
were  convinced,  not  in  order  to  be  con- 
vinced by  any  orator}’.  Their  purpose 
was  expressed  upon  hundreds  of  banners 
and  bannerettes. 

The  demonstrators  were  serious  in 
spite  of  the  gay  banners,  the  bands,  and 
the  quaintly-dressed  children.  There 
was  little  appearance  of  enthusiasm  even 
in  the  demeanour  of  the  people  ; the 
cause  was  too  serious,  too  deeply  earnest 
for  light-hearted  treatment ; and  when 
the  resolution  was  put  the  cry  arose  from 
countless  sorrowing  hearts,  “ When  wilt 
Thou  save  the  people  ? ” 

Among  the  processionists  were  co- 
operators — how  many  we  cannot  say, 
but  we  do  know  that  the  banners  of  the 
Women's  Guilds  were  conspicuous  round 
many  platforms.  This  is  as  it  should  be, 
for  in  co-operation  is  the  bond  which 
alone  can  keep  the  resolution  strong  to 
• withstand  the  forces  which  make  for 
war.  As  one  speaker — an  ex-service 
man — pointed  out,  the  horrors  of  war 
become  effaced  in  the  course  of  time  from 
the  memory,  but  the  glamour  dies  less 
quickly.  The  danger  of  the  future  is 
lest  our  lads  and  lasses  of  to-day,  who 
know  but  little  of  the  real  horrors  and 


realise  scarcely  anything  of  what  war 
meant,  should  be  caught  b)T  the  glamour 
that  remains,  and  dream  that  “ glory  ” 
alone  awaits  the  soldier  who  fights  for  his 
country. 

In  the  hands  of  the  Mothers  of  the 
People  is  committed  the  great  charge — to 
safeguard  the  world  against  war  in  the 
future.  But  something  even  more  than 
demonstrations  will  be  needed  if  the 
women  are  determined  that  there  shall 
be  “ No  More  War.” 

Two  little  incidents  which  occurred  on 
Saturday  serve  to  show  this.  A young 
working  girl — not  a demonstrator — who 
had  been  drawn  to  one  of  the  platforms, 
on  which  was  displayed  a banner  bearing 
the  words,  " Women,  refuse  to  make 
munitions,”  was  heard  to  exclaim, 
” Wouldn’t  I just  make  them  again  if  I 
got  the  chance  ! ” Her  tone  implied 
that  making  munitions  had  been  a profit- 
able occupation  to  her  in  the  past ! 

Then  as  we  passed  homeward  through 
a short  street  of  workers’  homes  we  saw 
three  little  lads  of  six  or  seven  playing 
in  the  street,  each  with  a brand  new  toy 
pistol  or  gun.  One  laddie  was  practising 
the  ritual  of  war,  “ One,  to  be  steady  ; 
two,  to  be  ready ; three,  bang!”  What 
are  the  mothers  of  these  little  lads  doing 
to  ensure  that  there  shall  be  “ No  More. 
War  ” ? 

And  what  are  other  women  doing  to 
enforce  a revision  of  the  Versailles  Peace 
Treaty,  which  .means  war  ? As  Miss 
Ellen  Wilkinson  pointed  out  at  the  Man- 
chester demonstration,  this  was  only  a 
matter  of  time,  and  if  people  wanted  the 
biggest  navy,  the  biggest  airships,  and 
all  the  spoils  of  the  Versailles  Treaty, 
and  “ No  More  War,”  then  they  were 
hypocrites.  There  is,  she  said,  just  the 
danger  of  ‘‘No  More  War  ” becoming  a 
parrot  cry  like  “ Hang  the  Kaiser,” 
and  was  little  good,  unless  the  people  are 
determined  that  there  is  to  be  no  more 
injustice  that  will  cause  war. 


The  Brixham  Guild  recently  arranged  a 
charabanc  outing  to  Plymouth,  in  which 
over  140  members  took  part  in  an  event 
which  was  an  advertisement  for  the  society. 
Five  large  charabancs  left  the  ( mural  i re- 
raises.  The  new  C.W.S.  depot  at  Plymouth 
was  visited.  Although  the  Brixham  Guilds 
was  only  reoently  formed,  the  membership 
is  surprising,  and  the  interest  created  in 
the  society  is  reflected  in  the  trading  results. 
Mrs.  Bidder  (president)  entertained  the 
members  to  a picnic  on  Berry  head  on  July 
26th.  Every  support  is  given  from  the  man- 
agement committee  and  officials  of  the 
society  to  the  new  branch,  which  is  helping 
to  make  new  members  for  the  society. 


A NEW  LIVERPOOL  GUILD  BANNER. 


New  guild  banners  are  the  order  of  the  day.  The  latest  to  be  unfurled  is 
that  of  the  Kensington  branch  at  Liverpool.  Attired  to  suit  the  ooeasion  and 
proud  of  the  event  were  the  members  of  the  local  branch  committee  and 
officials  as  they  stood  to  bo  photographed  along  with  Mr.  Kelly,  the  educa- 
tional secretary  of  the  society. 


TRUE  TO  IDEALS. 

WOMEN  PRESERVE  CO-OPERATION'S 
SOUL 


At  the  last  Mid- 
Durham  conference, 
held  at  Crook, 
when  Mrs.  Gibbins 
(district  president) 
was  in  the  chair, 
Mrs.  Close,  the 
new  Central  Com- 
mittee member  of 
the  Northern  Sec- 
tion, spoke  on  “ Co- 
operative Ideals.” 

“ There  is  m 
doubt,”  said  Mrs. 
Close,  ‘‘that  when 
the  Rochdale  Pion- 
eers met  together 
Mrs.  Close  (Stockton),  in  their  humble 


the  nowly-elected  Nor- 
thern Sectional  mem- 
ber of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Eng- 
lish Women’s  Guild 
Mrs.  Close  also  repre- 
sente  the  Women's 
Guild  on  the  C o m - 
mittoc  of  the  Co- 
operative Party. 


homes  to  discuss 
ways  and  means  of 
rising  abovo  the 
oppression  that  be- 
set their  lives,  they 
were  helped  with 
suggestions  from 
their  wives.  Even 
after  these  great 
had  withstood  chaff 
came  to  taking 


men  with  a vision 

and  ridicule,  when  ^.uulo  ^ uajsing 
down  the  shutters  of  the  Toad-lane  Store, 
their  hearts  failed  them,  and  it  was  the 
women  who  stepped  forward  and  let  in  the 
light  on  co-operation. 

“ And  w omen  have  been  letting  in  tbe  in- 
operative light  ever  since,”  said  Mrs.  Close, 

even  to  the  time  when  the  movement  suc- 
ceeded beyond  the  wildest  dreams  of  the 
pioneers,  it  was  left  to  women  to  keep  alive 
its  soul.  To-day  the  underlying  question 
with  many  sc-oalled  co-operators  is.  ‘ Will 
it  pay?  But  in  the  homes  the  women  still 
have  vi Tens  of  a better  state  of  things, 
i'lom  the  women  of  the  Guild  branches  came 
the  cry  lor  more  and  more  education.  But 
even  a wider  vision  was  theirs— a time  when 
men  and  women  co-operators  could  march 
together  It  is  only  by  taking  part  in 
present-day  affairs  that  women  co-operators 
Wln,  themselves  for  the  co-operative 
work  of  the  future.” 

Discussion  was  taken  part  in  by  Mrs. 
Ferguson  (sectional  secretary),  Mrs'  Fket- 
ham  (Darlington),  Mrs.  Bothwell  (Bishop 
Auckland),  and  Mrs.  Bell  (Shildon) 


FIRST  AND  FOREMOST. 

CO-OPERATION  A GREAT  TRADING 
CONCERN. 

The  financial  position  of  our  movement  is 
of  great  importance,  and  although  men  pre- 
ponderated at  the  Union  Conference,  held  at 
Kidderminster  on  Saturday  last,  they  were 
ready  to  admit  that  the  Women’s  Guild  was 
a neady  means  of  educating  members  in  co- 
operative ideals. 

Discussion  oentred  upon  the  formation  of 
a Capital  Redemption  Fund,  as  propounded 
in  Mr.  Riddle’s  Congress  paper. 

One  delegate  pointed  out  that  only  about 
10  per  cent,  of  our  members  are  truly  co- 
operators.  The  remaining  90  per  cent!  are 
members  of  the  stores  interested  solely  in 
dividend. 

It  was  agreed  tliat  Mr.  Riddb’s  idea  for 
creating  a Capital  Redemption  Fund  is  an 
ideal,  and  that  before  it  can  be  accomplished 
a great  deal  of  educational  work  needs  to  be 
done  in  eliminating  the  solf-interest 
actuating  so  many  people  who  join  the 
stores. 

Mrs.  Marshall  (Worcester)  pointed  out 
that  first  and  foremost  the  fo-operative 
movement  is  a great  trading  concern. 
Capital  produces  capital,  she  said,  and  the 
higher  the  dividend  the  greater  the  trade. 
Trade  development  cannot  lie  neglected,  she 
remarked.  Referring  to  the  recommenda- 
tion for  further  education  on  the  matter, 
Mrs.  Marshall  said  that  the  time  had  come 
lor  education  committees  to  concentrate 
more  on  educational  problems,  leaving  the 
eternal  catering  to  sub-committees,  whilst 
educational  bodies  hammered  out  plans  and 
policies  for  a great  educational  campaign. 

A Birmingham  guildswoman  told  the  Con- 
ference that  many  people  joined  the  stores 
for  the  pure  reason,  of  getting  something  for 
nothing.  Confidence  in  the  movement  was 
lacking,  and  the  Co-operative  Women’s 
Guild  could  do  a great  deal  in  establishing 
and  maintaining  that  confidence.  Members 
must  be  educated  in  co-operative  ideals  after 
they  had  joined  the  stones. 


Mrs.  G.  Jones,  the  oldest  member  of  tbe 
Bedford  Guild,  was  recently  presented  by 
the  local  guilders  with  a handsome  birthday 
cake  on  the  occasion  of  her  eightieth 
birthday. 

Another  new  guild  branch  has  been  formed 
in  the  Manchester  district  at  Whaley 
Bridge,  the  president  of  which  is  Mrs. 
Kenyon ; treasurer  Mre.  Smith ; with  com- 
mittee members  Mesdames  Holt,  Dean, 
Roberts,  and  A.  F.  Smith  • with  secretary 
Mrs.  Darby,  Bowling  Green  Cottage, 
Whaley  Bridge. 


1914—1922. 

DEMONSTRATION  THOUGHTS, 

[Br  an  Observer. I 

July  20Ui,  1914.  The  world  plunged  1>r, 
war.  Three  years  later  th5  bCri' 
thousands  of  our  young  men  ran  likn  ir  A 
on  the  fields  of  Flanders.  The  bov-  a 
Britain  had  ‘‘downed  tools”  tofiv 
others,  who,  like  themselves,  were 
tools  of  Governments.  Meanwhile  !i 
mothers  of  Britain  did  the  bravest  u,, 
of  all:  they  took  the  men’s  places 
carried  on.  “** 

July  29th,  1922.  Peace! 

But  the  word  is  but  a hollow  nuxid 
applied  to  such  a peace  as  we  have 
peace  in  some  ways  even  worse  than  wj 
To-day,  men,  weary  of  enforced  idler#-,’ 
watch  their  tfomen  and  children  st,iru 
and  curse  the  conditions  whicli^  elk* 
nations  to  settle  their  quarrels  l»y  oxploit. 
mg  human  life  instead  of  bv  arbitration.' 
To-day,  our  men’s  vitality  has  been  s mr*4 
they  lack  courage  to  act.  And  60  thi 
women  ‘‘carry  on”  again. 

But  on  Saturday,  if  the  men  were  not  ia 
the  processions  many  were  there  looking 
on.  And  among  the  onlookers  at  the 
Chester  demonstration  were  many  disabled 
soldiers. 

“ Glad  to  see  60  many  youngsters  in  the 
procession,”  oue  remarked.  “ Our  genera- 
tion  is  past  praying  for,  and  only  br 
arousing  the  children  shall  we  end  war." 

As  1 stood  watching  the  procession 
wending  its  way  the  thought  occurred  to 
me : What  a pity  there  coidd  not  tare 

been  arranged  a counter-demonstration 
showing  the  horrors  of  war!  Tho  pour, 
trayal  of  so-called  ‘‘  glories  ” would  hare 
made  a revolting  contrast  to  the  beautiful 
Peace  tableaux  in  the  c-o -operative  section. 
But  the  “ warites  ” evidently  preferred  to 
remnin  in  the  background. 

Could  co-operative  women  have  heard 
the  eulogies  bestowed  on  their  handiwork 
they  would  have  felt  repaid  for  their 
labours.  But  they  were  marching  behind 
their  Guild  banners,  proudly  unconscious  of 
the  interest  they  were  rousing.  Not  oie 
lorry  but  many  prominently  displayed  our 
“ 11  omnn’s  Outlook”  and  ‘‘Our  Circle 
again  the  work  cf  our  w omen-folk.  The 
young  Quakers  and  co-operators  had  spared 
no  pains  to  introduce  beauty  and  colour 
into  their  processions.  To  one  who  wa 
only  an  observer,  the  whole  proces- 
sion. the  music,  the  waving  emblems, 
and  the  gay  colours  created  a 
greater  impression  upon  me  than  any  co- 
operative educational  propaganda  I have 
listened  to,  while  as  an  historical  event 
the  demonstration  will  be  ever  remem- 
bered. 


ECHOES  FROM  ALL  PARIS 


The  Brampton  Guild  members  at  Carlisle 
held  a successful  social  recently,  when  about 
200  members  and  children  were  entertained. 
After  tea  Mrs.  Tozer  presided  and  gave  * 
short  address-.  The  refreshments  were  tup- 
plied  by  tile  Carlisle  bakery  department. 

On  the  20th  ult.  the  Penarth  Guild  held 
a successful  outing  to  Chepstow  and  Tin- 
tern.  Chepstow  was  reached  at  noon, 
where  lunch  was  provided  by  the  Chepsto* 
Society,  and  Councillor  C.  Jj  Cole  (society1! 
manager)  gave  a short  address.  Mrs- 
Stamp  (guild  president)  moved  a vote 
thanks  to  Mr.  Cole.  About  seventy  took 
part  in  the  outing. 

Three  now  branches  have  been  started  in 
the  Manchester  district  at  TideswfU. 
Rusholme,  and  Sale  and  Ashton.  The  dis- 
trict possesses  3,653  members.  Four  con- 
ferences have  been  held,  when  addrewh 
we ao  given  on  “ Industrial  Welfare,”  “ 
poiy.onal  Representation,”  and  "The  in- 
operative Party.”  Thirteen  members  are  on 
boards  of  management  and  eighteen  on  edu- 
cational committees.  Two  members  sit  00 
Trade  Councils  and  one  on  an  Urban  "if 
triot  Council. 

Members  and  friends  of  the  Sutwn 
Bridge  Guild  celebrated  their  first  birwj 
day  recently  with  a whist  drive  a® 
social.  Mr.  C.  Hudson  acted  as  M-G 
whist.  The  prize-winners  -were 
I-e-atberland  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Holmes.  IF®  • 
prizes,  Mrs.  J.  Portass  avid  Mrs.  Neve. 

C.  Fisher  won  the  silver  thimble  for  the  mW 
attendances  during  the  past  year.  -’|r5' 
Webb  (president)  presented  -Air.  Hud® 
(society’s  branch  manager)  with  a 6llr, 
toast  rack,  a wedding  present  from  F 
Guild  members.  Miss  A.  Soarborv-u 
(dnuglitor  of  tho  vice-president)  preienl 
Mrs.  Hudson  with  a bouquet  of  flowers. 

Tho  Conference  of  the  West  Metropolis® 
District  was  held  at  Hounslow  re0?n‘J 

*Ln  r.lmiiTlian  A” 

menibw 


Mm.  Bain  (Sectional  Council  '""‘““'i 
spoke  on  ‘‘  The  Co-operative  Press,”  two  ^ 
reading  which,  she  said,  members  W ' 
imbued  with  co-ODerative  ideals-  1 n 
n's  Pfg«*rf 
; OutHoL 


imbued  with  co-operative  ideals.  ■ 
Guildswomen  read  the  ” Women’s  -1 
in  the  “News,”  the  ‘‘  Woman’s  Out)  ’ 
which  many  men  read,  and  the  , 

Monthly.”  Tho  time  was  not  ripe  ‘ 
daily  paper,  and  the  oast  of  running 
would  be  great.  It  was  through  the  no  { 
tisements  in  tba  capitalistic  papers  ^ 
they  were  ablo  to  run  their  papers  1 
present  time, — 

Boston  spa . Yorkshire — the  co-ofeju^ 

CAFK— Parties  cat-wed  for.— Apply.  ,^*4 
lad  caster  and  District  Oo-opw»ti»e  SocJeiJ 
Boston  Spa  Branch,  Beaton  Spa,  Yorks. 
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THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


: “ NIE  WIEDER  KRIEG  ” 
DE  GUERRE.” 


THE  cry  OF  THE  WORLD  : A CHALLENGE  TO  MILITARISTS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  WOMEN  TO  THE  FORE 
DEMONSTRATIONS. 


IN 


LBy  Our  Own  Woman  Correspondent.] 


On  Saturday  last,  all  over  the  world,  bodies  of  men  and  women  joined  and 
walked  together  to  show  that  the  peoples  of  all  lands  are  determined  to  have 
No  More  War.  In  Germany  the  cry  was  “ Nie  Wieder  Krieg”;  in  France, 
"Plus  de  Geurre”;  and  in  Great  Dritain,  “No  More  War." 

In  Great  Britain  women  co-operators  and  our  own  young  people  took  a 
great  part  in  the  local  demonstrations,  and  without  doubt,  at  the  Manchester 
and  London  demonstrations,  the  co-operative  sections  were  the  finest  of  all. 
With  banners  flying  and  streamers  afloat,  they  gave  voice  to  the  cry,  " No 
more  war  for  us,”  and  told  to  the  whole  world  that  co-operativo  trading  among 
the  nations  of  the  world  means  life,  peace,  and  happiness;  while  under  compe- 
titive conditions  from  capitalistic  trading  can  only  come  death,  war,  and  misery. 

At  all  the  demonstrations  a finely  worded  international  resolution,  affirm- 
ing hatred  of  war  and  demanding  international  co-operation  to  end  the  evil, 
was  carried  unanimously,  and  greetings  were  received  from  demonstrators  in 
other  countries.  And  it  is  determined  to  carry  on  this  international  move- 
and  more  successful  than  this  year's,  and  to  carry  on  this  international  move- 
ment until  war  has  become  outlawed,  and  a country  furnished  with  a great 
army,  a huge  navy,  and  an  efficient  air  and  chemical  service  shall  be  little 
respected  in  the  comity  of  nations. 


SCENES  IN  MANCHESTER  AND  IN  LONDON. 


Yes,  co-operative  women  were  well  to  the 
fore  in  the  co-operative  sections  which  took 
part  in  the  “ No-More-War  ” demonstra- 
tions on  Saturday  last;  their  banners  and 
tableaux  were  fine— in  fact,  at  the  Man- 
chester demonstration  the  co-operative  sec- 
tion was  the  finest  of  all.  And  for  this  the 
women  were  mainly  responsible. 

From  the  starting  of  the  “ No-More-War  ” 
movement  in  Manchester,  co-operative 

guildswomen  have 
thrown  themselves 
whole-heartedly  into 
the  movement.  Out 
of  their  limited 
finances  they  have 
given  money  to  the 
cause,  and  of  their 
enthusiasm  they  have 
given  the  service 
which  produced  all 
the  co-operative  in- 
ternational tableaux 
which  even  the  rain 
did  not  Bpoil  on 
Saturday  last. 

"It  is  fine,”  ob- 
served one  spectator 
to  our  correspondent, 

“that  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  which 
is  international  in 
character  and  ideals, 
should  so  whole- 
heartedly and  so  joy- 
ously be  taking  part 
in  the  birthday  fes- 
tivities of  the  Man- 
chester ‘ No-More- 
War’  movement.” 

It  was  just  at  this 
moment  that  the  chief  steward,  Mr.  Alsop 
(of  the  Manchester  and  Salford  Society),  was 
forming  our  procession,  and  not  to  be  said 
Nay,”  I was  to  take  my  part  at  the  head, 
ojong  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meroer  Mrs. 
Christie,  Mrs.  Whiteley,  Mr.  Horricks,  Mr. 
nest,  and  many  other  prominent  local 
guildswomen.  Away  we  stepped  to  the 
martial  strains  of  Beswick’s  Prize  Band, 
brandishing  gaily  our  streamers  with  the 
slogan  11  No  More  War,”  followed  by  the 
°ng  procession  of  co-operators,  co-operative 
j“rne?  drawn  by  co-operative  horses.  Two 
beautiful  “Peace”  tableaux  were  those 
composed  of  co-operative  children,  and  ar- 
ranged by  the  Beswick  guildswomen ; Vhile 
n their  own  special  women’s  international 
woleau  Russia  led  the  way.  Pendleton, 

p “Chester  and  Salford,  Failsworth, 

rough  ton,  South  Salford,  Weaste,  Rush- 

0 i m e , Levenshulme, 
pmgsight,  and  Black- 

builds  all  sent  their 
^“tingents,  of  which 
• u"g  people’s  tableaux 

main  feature, 
it  ,Peace  and  Keep 

pi.  War  is  Wrong — 

1 u*  to  Take  Part,” 

s,06ans  of  the 
ff®  ■ Wom*»'s  tab- 

Outlook  - 
inr  Circle 


BREAK  THE  SWORD  THE  WORLD  OVER. 

banner  bearing  thia  design  was  carried 
in  one  of  the  processions. 


and 
figured 

tta.  ,,en  Co-operation  ” 

th hThryvrT?nAFails- 

»wt!6.N'D-D-Aw- 
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Every  Reader  Knows  * 

THAT 

‘WOMAN'S  OUTLOOK" 

CHAMPIONED  THE 

“NO  MORE  WAR" 
MOVEMENT 

FROM  ITS  INCEPTION. 


til,,  ~;T  » most  beau- 
'WfelaSta\°f,childr“. 

is,  fuk  not  by 

Hi  £?ns  'font, 


lire  chiiT  <lf  co-opera- 
“Ifet  NrlJ  the 
?"r  fw  o'*  Non’s.” 

-‘rsraied  rePros«nt«<l  by  a lurry 

cc>sion  wai  ii  “a^8’.  whde  heading  the  pro- 
genitive. Ule  Union  banner  bearing  the 
The  message. 

league  h-m  CJ1<lst€r  Women’s  International 
'“anners  “[ave  show  of  most  beautiful 
1 “lost  ’ toll  In  A Society  of  Friends  sent 
M^onio  In,rg  tameau  representing  most 
'Ci111'"?  and  grave  Quakers,  ryith 
“b,  in  broad-brimmed  hat  and 


Through  stirrinr  and  stimulating  articles 
on  tho  subject, " Woman's  Outlook  " has 
led  the  way,  with  the  result  “ Woman's 
Outlook"  is  to-day  circulated  among 
members  of  those  societies  who  took  part 
in  last  Saturday’s  historic  demonstration. 


sober  garments,  signing  his  famous  treaty. 
This  tableau  became  alive  on  reaching  Platt 
Fields,  and  was  developing  into  a most  fas- 
cinating drama  when  the  rain  came  down 
with  an  enthusiasm  equal  to  that  of  any  of 
the  demonstrators.  But  the  programme 
was  carried  through,  and  the  children  were 
given  their  buns  and  milk. 

Co-operative  women  marching  beneath  the 
banners  of  their  respective  guilds  formed  an 
important  section  of 
the  demonstration  in 
Hyde  Park^  London, 
Whilst  curiously 
enough  the  eleven 
platforms,  arranged 
horse-shoe  fashion  on 
the  grassy  centre, 
consisted  of  co-opera- 
tive coal  waggosn 
cunningly  disguised. 
Five  large  processions 
were  organised,  and 
the  West'  Embank- 
ment contingent,  in 
which  the  London 
women  co-operators 
took  part,  was  not 
only  the  largest  of 
all  the  processions, 
but  was  the  proces- 
sion which  took  part 
in  the  touching  oere- 
mony  at  the  Ceno- 
taph at  Whitehall, 
when  men  and  women 
marchers  stepped  out 
of  the  ranks  and  laid 
flowers  upon  the 
stone  steps — tributes 
to  those  who  died  to 
liberate  the  world  from  war.  As  in  Man- 
chester, every  platform  had  at  least  one 
woman  speaker.  At  the  Manchester  mcet- 
mg  Mrs.  Christie  said : If  we  are  going 
to  demonstrate  and  live  in  peace  with  the 
world,  we  shall  have  to  realise  our  respon- 
sibilities; for  war  can  only  be  prevented  by 
the  active  co-operation  of  all  people.  Organ- 
isation comes  out  of  thinking,  reasoning, 
remembering,  and  being  willing  to  act.  But 
“ we  are  going  to  think,  we  shall  have  to 
think  in  terras  of  peace,  reason  in  terms  of 
peaoe,  remembering  all  the  time  the  words 
of  Him  who  said,  “ Love  ye  one  another.” 
We  must  will  that  our  movement  shall  have 
representatives  who  believe  in  “no  more 
war,”  and  who  will  vote  that  way  every 
time.  How  was  it  nations  were  able  to 
organise  so  quickly  for  war,  able  to  employ 
women  and  even  little  ohildren  in  its  service', 
and  to-day  cannot  or- 
ganise for  peace?  The 
solution  lay  in  tho 
right  use  of  political 
power. 

Mrs.  Annot  Robinson 
said  that  her  experi- 
ences in  America  dur- 
ing her  recent  visit 
had  taught  her  that  the 
settlement  of  great 
outstanding  questions 
was  the  only  means  of 
counteracting  the  war 
spirit.  The  changed 
attitude  of  the  British 
Government  to  tho 
Irish  question  had  done 
more  to  bring  about 
peace  between  America 
and  England  than  fifty 
years  of  propaganda 
could  have  done. 

Miss  Ellen  Wilkinson 
contended  that  ” No 
More  War  ” might  be- 
oome  a parrot  cry  like 
Hang,  the  Kaiser,” 
and  with  as  little  good  unless  people  .were 
determined  that  there  was  to  be  no  more  in- 
justice that  would  cause  war.  If  they 
wanted  the  biggest  navy,  the  biggest  air- 
ships, and  all  the  spoils  given  by  the 
Versailles  Treaty,  and  no  more  war.  then 
they  were  hypocrites.  The  Versailles  Treaty 
meant  war.  Only  the  date  was  in  doubt. 
Those  who  demanded  no  more  .war  must 
demand  a revision  of  that  treaty. 


SHUT  OUT. 

NORTHERN  WOMEN  AND  OPEN 

MEMBERSHIP. 

A well-attended  meeting  of  the 
Blaydon  Women’s  Guild  was  held  in 
the  local  Chu,roh  Hall  on  July  18th 
presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  Doods 
(president  of  the  Blaydon  Society).  The 
meeting  was  also  attended  by  members  of 
the  general  management  and  educational 
committee  aud  by  members  of  the  Women’s 
Uuilds  from  Blaydon,  Nowburn,  Winlaton, 
and  Lcmington,  belonging  to  the  Blaydon 
Society.  A debate  on  “ Open  Membership  ” 
ivas  opened  b.v  Mrs.  Close,  O.C.  (Stockton) 
m the  affirmative,  while  Mr.  Bewick  Joblin 
(Blaydon)  took  tile  negative.  Mrs.  Close 
explained  how  very  necessary  it  is  that 
women  should  have  a say  in  societies’ 
affairs  as  well  a-s  the  men.  The  progress  of 
any  society,  she  said,  was  with  the  women 
and  their  loyalty  to  the  society.  Every 
woman  ought  to  be  a member  of  her  society 
in  her  own  right,  and  be  able  to  attend  the 
society  s quarterly  meetings,  and  when  de- 
sirable voice  her  opinion  in  all  discussions 
and  to  use  her  voting  power  in  the  election 
of  the  committee.  Instances  were  given 
where  the  men  took  little  or  no  interest  in 
societies'  affairs,  and  the  women,  through 
not  having  open  membersliip,  were  shut  out 
from  the  meetings.  So  plainly  and  dearly 
were  tho  facts  laid  before  the  meeting  by 
Mrs.  Close  that  her  opponent  had  very  little 
chance  of  explaining  his  point  of  view,  and 
a show  of  hands  for  and  against  open  mem- 
bership resulted  in  a victory  for  the  women. 
AVomen  of  Blaydon,  is  this  tho  thin  end  of 
the  wedge  ? A musical  programme  was  ren- 
dered at  the  close. 


A CONGRESS  ECHO. 

SCOTTISH  GUILDERS  GOOD 
RUNNERS-UP. 


Mrs.  M.  Lowe. 


My  first  aud  mogfc 
lasting  impressiou 
of  tile  V 'omen's 
Guild  Congress,  at 
Portsmouth,  writes 
Mis.  Mary  Lowe, 
one  of  tlie  Scottish 
Women’s  delegates, 
wng  that  of  deep 
earnestness  and  un- 
tiring enthusiasm 
on  the  part  of  the 
women  of  the 
movement.  I am 
oertain  the  dele- 
gates derived  fresh 
strength  and 
courage  from  that 
vast  fount  of 


enthusiasm  and  energy. 

}c  ve,y  proud  indeed  to  associate  my- 
self with  the  guildswomen  of  other  countries 
and  to  experience  that  bond  cf  sisterly 
union  wliieh  ought  and  does  lightly  prevail 
throughout  our  movement. 

I shatr  long  remember  the  conversation  I 
had  with  the  Indian  lady  doctor  who  spoke 
English  perfectly.  She  had  returned  to  this 
country  to  sit  for  further  examinations  for 
public  health  certificates,  &c.,  having 
already  obtained  her  degrees. 

The  guilders  of  England  have  perhaps 
reached  greater  heights  than  their  Scottish 
sisters,  but  Scottish  Guildswomen  are  good, 
runners-up,  a,nd  are  forging  ahead,  ever 
willing  and  ready  to  take  part  in  all  that 
leads  to  the  uplifting  of  humanity. 


XXERRINGS  in  Tomato.  Ask  for  tho 
•*-*  famous  “Jennie”  brand  from  the 
G.W.S.  curing  houses.  They  are  canned 
and  cured  at  the  co-operative  establishment 
at  Yarmouth,  and  are  a real  food  as  well 
as  a tasty  delicacy.  “Jennie”  brand  her- 
rings in  tomato  are  on  sale  at  all  stores. 
Ask  for  them  at  your  own  shop. 


“ tT'HE  delicious  flavours  of  C.W.S.  Jams 
are  unsurpassed.  Co-operators  should 
purchase  C.W.S.  Jams  only.  Choice  luscious 
fruits  and  pure  sugar.  For  quality,  C.W.S. 
Jams  possess  a distinction  of  tneir  own. 
Absolutely  wholesome  and  scientifically  pre- 
pared. C.W.S.  Jams  are  lovely  for  children. 
Obtainable  from  all  Co-operative  Stores.” 


SERVICE  CYCLE  CARRIER  for  grocery, 
^ butchering,  and  bakerydepartments — 
made  at  the  C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley, 
Birmingham.  Co-operativo  goods  should  bo 
delivered  by  co-operative  carriers. 


“ T>ELAW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  a 
-*■  shoe-shine  that  rivals  sunshine. 
Always  brilliant  and  bright.  The  shine  that 
won’t  come  off.” 

TTEALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
the  equipment  of  every  home.  Careful 
mothers  should  aek  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALTS — pleasant,  effective,  and  pure. 
Theso  are  specially  prepared  in  the  C.W.S. 
Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-Tyne. 

T^IRE  INSURANCE  policies  are  arranged 
A for  co-operators  by  the  Co-operative 
Insurance  Society  Ltd.,  which  has  agencies 
in  all  co-operative  oentres,  and  is  develop- 
ing a system  of  reaching  co-operators  every- 
where. Members  of  Guilds  are  specially 
invited  to  see  that  Co-operative  Insurance  is 
discussed  at  Branch  meetings;  literature 
and  particulars  will  be  sent  on  application 
to  109,  Ccrpordtion-streot,  Manchester, 


THE  CU-UEEKA'l  I V E NEWS, 


August  5,  lgoo 


MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


fCounESPOVDENTS  are  requested  to  write  in  Ink.  an 
6ns  sldo  o(  tho  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  slating 
*ge,  sex,  occupation,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
“ noma-de-plurno " o'r  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
names  oud  addresses  as  proof  of  good  failb.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  6cen  can  bo  con- 
iidered.  Address,  " Tlie  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  News, 
Ixmg  Millgatc,  Maccliestar.  J 


“Mon." — I fear  you  cannot  do  much  to 
romovo  the  trouble,  which  is  the  result  of 
the  accident ; but  exercise  patience. 

Sweating  Under  the  Arms  (“  Cashier  ’’). 
■^Try  washing  with  white  soap  and  water, 
und  after  thorough  drying  dab  with  boracic 
acid  powder  two  or  three  times  a day. 

Stammering  (“  Ele  ”). — Drug  taking  will 
dc  no  good  for  this.  1 have  recently  replied 
at  length  on  this  subject.  Many  thanks  for 
your  praise  of  the  "candidness  of  replies” 
la  our  Oolumu. 

“ Brownie.” — (1)  There  is  no  foundation 
for  the  belief  that  either  “ fresh  water  ” or 
“sea  water  ” baths  have  any  effect  in  mak- 
ing a person  stout.  (2)  You  are  not  too 
heavy  for  your  height  and  ago. 

Piles  (“  Locomotive  ”).  — Replies  to 
ybur  queries: — (1)  I recommend  an  opera- 
tion in  your  case:  (2)  there  is  no  fear  of 
a recurrence  of  the  complaint  in  a worse 
form  after  operation ; (3)  the  operation 

does  not  affect  the  control  of  the  muscles 
of  the  rectum;  (4)  any  treatment  short  of 
ojieration  is  merely  palliative,  and  does  not 
afford  -much  more  than  temporary  relief. 
For  the  operation  a hospital  smgeon,  or 
one  with  operative  experience,  is  advisable. 

Boils  (“  B.  W.  H.”).— The  “ yeast  treat- 
ment ” often  does  good  in  such  cases  as 
yours.  Another  remedy  is  sulphide 
of  calcium  in  small  (loses.  Another  is  a 
mixture  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid  with  sul- 
phate of  magnesia.  Treatment  by  squeezing 
is  not  advisable,  and  to  avoid  the  boils 
spreading,  it  is  good  to  wash  the  area  with 
weak  perchloride  of  mercury  lotion.  Ask 
your  doctor  about  these  remedies.  He  cau 
prescribe  them  through  the  “ panel.” 

FmuLLATiON  of  the  Heaht  (“Heart 
Disease"). — It  is  not  easy  to  explain  the 
moaning  of  this.  Your  own  doctor  might  be 
asked  to  do  this,  seeing  that  he  is,  as  you 
say,  “constantly  using  the  expression.”  It 
consists  in  an  abnormal  rhythm  of  the  action 
of  the  heart,  in  which  the  upper  portion — 
the  auricles — fails  to  contract  properly, 
while  the  ventricles  beat  very  irregularly. 
It  indicates  a serious  condition  of  the  heart,  . 
the  outlook  of  which  is  always  grave. 

“Esperanto.” — The  only  souroes  of 

bodily  energy  are  good  food  and  fresh  air — 
the  latter  got  by  free  exerciv  in  the  open 
air.  So-called  “ tonics  ” do  nothing  to  im- 
part tone  or  energy ; their  action  is 
mainly  that  of  a whip — to  (all  out  the 
energy  already  latent  in  the  body.  Ycair 
abstinence  from  akohol  is  good  for  you,  for 
alcohol  is  not  a stimulant  but  a sedative, 
and  knocks  a person  down  rather  than  lift- 
ing him  up;  and  the  same  is  true  of  tobacco, 
two  ounces  of  which  you  say  you  smoke  per 
week. 

“ Cinders.” — Nasal  catarrh  seems  to  be 
the  chief  oause  of  your  symptoms,  and'  you 
are  very  nervous  and,  as  you  yourself  ad- 
mit, “ irritable."  You  have  probably  too 
much  housework  to  do,  and  get  out  of  doors 
too  little.  Try  douching  the  nostrils  with 
warm  salt  and  water,  and  take  this  medi- 
cine:— Sulphate  of  quinine,  $ drachm; 
liydrobromic  acid.  1 drachm;  tincture  of 
ginger,  2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 
drachms;  water  to  8 ounces.  One  table- 
spoonful three  times  a day. 

“ Dressmaker." — The  medicine  you  refer 
to  is  a quack  remedy,  and  is  of  no  use  to 
you.  Most  of  your  symptoms  are  due  to 
nervousness,  and  your  flatulence  is  due  to 
indigestion,  for  which  you  might  try  this 
medicine  : — Pepsine,  1 drachm  ; tincture  of 
nux  vomica,,  2 drachms;  compound  tincture 
of  enrdammons,  2 drachms;  chloroform 
water  to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three 
times  a day  immediately  after  food.  Get 
more  out-of-doors  exercise,  and  I think  you 
do  too  much  household  work,  which  tires 
you  too  much. 

"Tf-ward,”  or  “ Feward,”  or  “Sew- 
ard."— Every  word  in  your  letter  is  clear 
enough  except  your  “ nom-de-piume  ” — a 
common  fault.  To  avoid  this  the  “ nom- 
de-plume  " might  be  written  in  printed 
Jotters.  The  “ cricks  in"  the  joints  of 
your  hands,  feet,  and  neck  are  due  to  come 
abnormality  in  the  tissues  around  the  joints, 
or  in  the  joints  themselves — probably  lheu- 
matic — or  due  to  your  advancing  ago,  for 
which  very  little  can  be  done.  Tire  pain  in 
the  groin  when  coughing  may  indicate  a pos- 
sible rupture;  and  'Tor  this  I think  you 
should  seek  the  opinion  of  a doctor,  who  cun 
examine  the  condition  during  coughing  and 
advise  you  ag  to  the  possible  necessity  for  a 
truss  or  not. 
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“ Anxious." — (I  must  again  ask  corre- 
spondents please  to  avoid  this  “ nom-de- 
ilume,"  which  is  so  often  used  and  is  apt  to 
►a  a source  of  confusion).  I think  the  wear- 
ing of  a “ suspensory  bandage"  would 
benefit  you.  The  pain  you  complain  of  is 
probably  due  to  intestinal  indigestion  or 
intestinal  flatulence — porli  J'.ps  associated 
with  constipation.  If  the  latter  it  should  be 
treated,  not  by  taking  aperients,  but  by  ap- 
propriate cliet — such  as  coarse  food,  green 
vegetables  fresh  fruits  ,and  exercise,  suffi- 
cient of  which  I should  say  yoii  get  enough 
of  at  your  work  in  a tan  yard.  You  are 
quite  right  as  to  the  usual  situation  ,:f  a 
rupture  and  as  to  the  probablo  cause  of  the 
“ swelling." 


“Traveller.” — It  is  good  to  know  that 
my  former  advice — to  have  operation  done — “ 
was  followed,  and  that  the  result  has  been 
so  satisfactory.  I am  afruid  the  present 
symptom — passing  blood  before  urine — may 
be  due  to  some  disease  in  the  bladder,  and 
I think  you  should  consult  a good  surgeon — 
perhaps  a hospital  one — about  it.  “Bleed- 
ing from  the  prostate”  is  rather  unusual, 
and  the  symptom  is  too  serious  to  be 
neglected. 

“ Plebeian.” — You  .must  learn  to  express 
yourself  more  tersely~tlian  you  do  in  vour 
letter  of  small  writing  in  two  closely  written 
pages  of  foolscap.  You  are  too  self-con- 
scious, as  evidenoed  in  your  “ dread  of 
people  asking  for  your  health,"  your 
“ worrying  over  quite  insignificant  things,” 
“getting  into  fits  of  despondency”  and 
“ quite  excited  over  small  things.”  I do 
not  think  there  is  anything  seriously  wrong 
with  you,  and  that  the  sooner  you  give  up 
worrying  yourself  so  much  about  yourself 
and  getting  back  to  work  the  better. 


CALENDAR. 


AUGUST. 

Midland  Section.— Derby  District  Annual  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Ripley,  at 
3 pan.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ A"  Co- 
operative Society’s  Balance  Sheet."  Paper 
by  Mr.  J.  W.  Blower  (secretary  of  the 
Ripley  Society). 

Northern  Section. — North  Northumberland  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Council  Chumbers, 
Amble,  at  2 pjn.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Congress  paper;  to  be  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  T.  Lawthcr  (Amble). 

Women’s  Guild. — Bolton  District  Conference, 
in  the  Oo-opcrativo  Hall,  Park-lane,  War- 
rington-road,  Ashion-in-Mnkerfield,  al  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : •'  Married  Women  in 
Paid  Positions.”  Address  by  Mrs.  Proudfoot 
(Colne). 

Women’s  Guild. — Norlh-East  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Guild  Room,  Church; 
street,  Barrowford,  Nelson,  at  2-30  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " Married  Women 
in  Industry."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Yearn 
(Oldham). 

Midland  Section. — Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  the  Oo-operative  Hall,  Bridge-street, 
Gainsborough,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Co-operative  Finance  : Past, 
Prese-nt,  and  Future."  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  H. 
Brumpton  (president,  Gainsborough  Society). 

North-Western  Section. — North-East  Lancashire 
District  Conference,  in  the  Wesleyan  School- 
room, Trawden,  at  3 pan.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : Mr.  G.  Riddle’s  Congress  paper; 
to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  G.  Major  (Central 
Board). 


THENEV/OaWN’i 

Tbr  •’  Res&S’-i  " Tnd;  Uni 
Taper.  PuVishiJ  fo-t-iijV.  . 

Ion  Filurdavsh.  Prize  2< ., 
Iro.n  bren-h  secretaries,  or  3d. 
roil  Irec  from  Ceninl  Office—  I 
’ Oakley. Wilmslow  Road,  j 
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SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BOOT  AND  SHOE  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted,  com- 
petent and  practical  MANAGER;  good  salesman, 
buyer,  and  stockkecper;  must  be  able  to  work  finishing 
machine  and  prepare  work  for  -workshop ; union  scale 
of  wages. — Applications  Tuesday  next,  stating  age,  ex- 
perience, and  reVirenoes,  addressed  tq  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.,  Diversion, 


BRANCH  MANAGER.— Wanted,  a capable,  energetic 
YOUNG  MAN  for  Grocery  Branch;  good  window- 
dresser,  salesman,  an3"  stockkeeper ; commencing  wages 
£3  10s.;  good  prospects.— Apply,  General  Manager,  Co- 
operative Society,  Woking. 


DRAPERY  MANAGER  and  BUYER  Wanted  by  the 
North-West  London  Co-operative  Society  Limited; 
trade  £12,000  per  annum;  stocks  at  present  market 
values;  good  prospects  lor  right  man;  London  ex- 
perience an  advantage.— Apply,  staling  age,  experience, 
and  salary  required,  and  give  names  of  two  references, 
not  Inter  'than  Tuesday,  August  8th,  endorsing  envelope 
" Drapery  Manager,"  to  202,  High-road,  Willewlen 
Green,  N.W.10. 


DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT.— Smart  MAN  Wanted  as 
MANAGER;  exjierieneed  buyer  essential;  know- 
ledge of  outfitting  a recommendation;  N.U.C.O.  wnges 
paid;  sales  lost  quarter  £1,300. — Stale  full'  particulars 
of  age.  experience,  Ac.,  to  Co-operative  Society.  Oaken- 
gat  os,  Salop,  to  arrive  not  later  Ilian  Tuesday,  Aug.  8th. 

DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted,  a smart,  re- 
liable YOUNG  MAN;  age  about  21;  one  with  up- 
rate  of  wages  paid. — State  experience,  references,  and 
rate  wares  paid. — Slate  experience,  reference,  and 
photo  if  possible  to  the  Eastleigh,  Hornsey,  and  District 
Co-oporalive  Society  Ltd.,  High-street,  Eastleigh. 

DRAPERY  MANAGER.— The  Hereford  Society 

wishes  to  thank  all  applicants  for  tho  vacancy 
udvortiwed,  and.  to  state  that  an  appointment  lias  been 
merle.  • 
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IADY  MANAGERESS  lor  Drapery;  'Eoots,  4c.,  De- 
J purtinents;  smart  disciplinarian;  businesslike; 
good  stock  keeper;  able  to  increase  sales;  good  oppor- 
tunity.— Full  particulars  of  experience,  success,  age, 
references,  ami  wages  required  to  Committee,  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

MILLINER  for  good  class  trade;  able  to  serve  at 
counter  when  required;  conversant  in  Welsh 
and  English;  trade  union  scale  of  wages. — Applications 
to  be  in  not  later  than  August  14th,  stating  age, 
experience,  with  copies  of  references,  and  addressed  to 
Committee,  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Wind-street, 
Ammanford. 

THE  Tnttington  District  Society  desires  to  Uiank  all 
applicants  for  the  position  of  BUTCHERY 
MANAGER,  and  to  state  (hut  tho  vacancy  lias  now 
been  filled. 

THE  Directors  of  the  Bulwell  Society  desire  to 
thank  the  90  applicants  for  the  ' position  of 
GENERAL  MANAGER,  recently  advertised,  and  to  say 
they  have  appointed  Sir.  R.  Broadbent  (general  man- 
ager of  the  Mhkllesto'vn  Society)  to  the  vacancy. 

Tailoring  and  outfitting  departoient- 

Wamted,  FIRST  SALESMAN  for  a Society  doing 
nearly  £200  per  week ; some  knowledge  of  cutting  a re- 
commendation.— Apply,  stating  age  and  experience,  by 
Wednesday,  August  9th,  to  Box  24,  " Co-operative 

News,”  Manchester. 


nn.MLORING. — ASSISTANT-CUTTER  Wanted;  tho- 
JL  roughly  oompotontdn  ladies’  and  gents’  garments 
and  to  attend  front  shop. — Send  immediately  for  appli- 
cation form  to  Darlington  Oo-operativo  Society,  Priest- 
gate,  Darlington. 

T71TANTED,  TRAVELLERS  calling  ujxm  Cooperative 
T ? Societies,  Grocers,  Ac.,  to  sell,  On  commission, 
a consumable  lino  in  great  demand;  good  income 
earned  by  energetic  men. — State  age,  experience,  and 
ground  covered.  Box  25,  " Co-operntivo  News,"  M/c. 

X75TANTED,  o fully-qualified  CHEMJST  to  take  chargo 
v T of  new  department  about  to  be  opened. — 
Apply,  stating  age,  wago,  experience,  qualification*, 
and  salary,  to  the  General  Manager,  Co-operativo 
Society,  Barry,  Glam. 

SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

A SSISTANTS,  MANAGERS,  BUYERS,  WARE- 
HOUSEMEN,  CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societiea  requiriog  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  scy  distributive  department,  apply, 
.Ioitx  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assif lams,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
DilJ:e  House,  Malct-p&reet,  London,  W.C.l. 

AKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
J_5  '/ales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grad© 
are  requested  fo  apply  to  W,  Banpield,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Ur.ion  of  Operative  Baker*  and  Con- 
fectioners, 57,  Sj  duey-Btrcet,  London,  S.W. 

TTY>  RANCH  MANAGER,  Grocery  and  Provisions,  4c., 
JJ  desires  CHANGE;  18  yeare’  co-operative  experi- 
ence; 12  years  present  position;  strict  disciplinarian; 
keen,  conscientious  worker.— Box  21,  “ Co-operative 
News,"  Manchester. 

E-F.NGAGEMENT  Desired  as  MANAGER,  Grocery 
Aft  or  Gencrul ; 38  years’  co-operative  experience, 
30  years  as  manager  in  southern  district;  conscien- 
tious worker;  life  abstainer. — Box  15,  " Co-operative 
News,"  Manchester. 

O EC’RETARY. — POSITION  desired  with  small  sooiety; 
tO  conversant  with  nil  phases  ol  co-operative  secre- 
tarial practice;  15  years’  practical  experience  in  bal- 
ance sheet  compilation,  returns,  Sc.;  Secretaries’  dnd 
Auditing  Certificates. — Kindly  write  Box  26,  " Co- 
operative News,”  Manchester.’ 

APARTMENTS. 

X'kOUGLAS. — ” Claremont,”  Loch  Promenade;  Pri. 
&J  Hotel  and  Boarding  Itatab. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  "Claremont,"  Douglas.— Tarifl  from 
C.  N.  Chadwick.  Proprietor. 

TTy  OUGLAS,  I.O.M. — Miss  B.  Calltster,  ” Endclifle,” 
A-f  26,  Bucks-road,  ’for  Comfortable  Apartments; 
book  early;  cable  cars  put  you  down  at  the  door; 
established  over  forty  vears.  ’ 

‘jT'VOUGLAS,  I.O.M. — Mrs.  HORNE,  late  ol  Flixton  and 
Irlam;  7 minutes  from  boat;  most  central;  home 
from  home;  terms  moderate. — “ Seaclifl,”  6,  Otiurch-rd. 

TTVOUCLAS,  I.O.M.— Mrs.  TAVI.OR  is  now  booking 
-fl  9 dates;  homo  comforts;  prettiest  part  of  Douglas. — 
6,  Queen's-avenne. 

~|~hOUGLAS. — " AVONDALE  ” PRIVATE  HOTEL; 

mJ  Central  Prom;  facing  sea;  excellent  cooking; 
comfort;  reasonable, — J.  Beard. 

1T73  DIN  BURGH. — AocormuodStioii  for  VISITORS; 

JUi  "Villa  Morrjngsidc  higlily  recommended. — 

Write  " Craiglea,"  c/o  Aitcheson,  390,  Morningside-rd. 

]VE  ORECAMBE,  C.— Mrs.  Barnks,  Aster  House,  34, 
ivJI.  Eustoii-grove;  Apartments;  bath;  Dear  -Proin. 
and  amusements;  pinno.  

SCARBOROUGH— NORTH  CLIFF.—1 Tlndall’s  Board- 
IO  ing  House,  3,  Blenheim-tcrracc.  Uninterrupted 
sea  view.  Liberal  cuisine. 

TIDESWELL,  NEAR  MILLERS  DALE. 

ASTISITORS  to  Tideswell  and  Milleni  Dale  in  parties 
▼ of  20  or  ICO  should  apply  to  the  Tideswell  and 
District  Co-operative  Society,  Commercial-rood,  Tides- 
well,  for  COLD  LUNCHES  and  TEAS.— For  tenns, 
apply  to  the  Manager. 

XSTANTED. — AH  Co-operative  Visitors  to  the  popu- 
It  lar  Seaside  Resort  of  CLEETHORPES  are  in- 
vited  to  dine  at  the  Grimsby  Society’s  Co-operative 
Cold,  14,  High-street,  Cleethorpes.  • Quality;  Service; 
and  Prices  to  suit  all.  Large  or  small  parties  catered 
for.  Close  to  station,  pier,  Eands,  and  amusements. 

ENTERTAINERS. 

/"'10-OPERATORS,  SUPPORT  CO-OPERATORS.— 
"**  CYMRIC  ” CONCERT  PARTY;  firat-class 
artistes;  all  co-operators;  open  for  engagements, 
season  1922-23;  special  terms  lo  movement.— Full  par- 
ticulars from  Secretary,  68,  Duke-street,  Old  Trafiord, 
Manchester. 

EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES-NOTE. 

]»,r  BARITZ  OPERATIC  and  MUSICAL  GRAMO- 
TV-L  • PIIONE  LECTURES;  no  speaker  or  con- 
cert party  needed;  the  success  of  last  season;  all 
Records  in  English.—^ Terms  to  C.W.S.  Concert  Agency, 

Manchester. 

CJOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  It.  HlDDERD,  66,-  Great  1‘rescott-street,  London,  E.l. 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

'S'* TILL  CARTER’S  " MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 

f | a success.  Repertoire,  4c.  Galas,  Fdtes,  Garden 
Parties  fully  supplied;  terms  mod. — 15,  Warwick-street 
Hutme,  Manchester. — Tel.  1163  Central. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

y-YEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thing, 
B 9 famous  the  world  over.  DcliciouS'-.EREAM 

CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prizo.  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  tho  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  tenns  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exoter  Co-operative  und  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

T710R  SALE,  30-Cwt.  VULCAN  VAN;  new  October, 
JJ  1920;  equal  to  new;  any  trial  or  inspection; 
cost  £950;  will  accept  £500  for  quick  sole.— Apply, 
Managing  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Sheptou 
Mallei. 

1710R  SALE,  GledhiU  and  Sons  Ltd.  latest  CASH 
1*  TILL;  suitable  for  co-opomtive  societies;  cost 
£60;  in  use  for  nine  months;  in  perfect  condition;  no 
further  use  owing  to  charge  of  system. — Write  offer 
to  Afau  Valley  Co-operative  Sooiety,  Cwmavon,  Port 
Tulbot- 

B 73 REE. — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
1/  address;  also  particulars  of  money-making  spare 
time  agency.— E.  RiniPOUD,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  lxmdon. 

XTOW  TO  CUT  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FIGURES  for 
JlJL  making  attractive  window  displays;  patterns 
and  method,  2s.  complete;— Primo  Co.  (Dept.  B.),  27, 
Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 

JJOME  BREWING. 

One  6d.  packet  of  Miller's  Slalt  and  Hops  makes  a 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEER  at  a t-<al  cost  of 
about  10d.,  and  entails  no  more  trouble  than  boiling 
potatoes  for  dinner. 

Why  then  pay  the  high  prices  charged  in  public- 
houses?  Sold  by  Oo-operative  Societies,  Grocers,  4c. 
Ask  lor  it  and  TRY  it.  A boon  in  these  hard  Limes. 

Sole  Proprietors  : 

THE  MILLER  MANUFACTURING  CO- 
KING-STREET. STRETFORD,  MANCHESTER. 

HTIIREE  GledhiU*'  CO-OPERATIVE  TOTAL  ADDING 
JL  CHECK  GIVING  REGISTERS  for  SALE;  in  per- 
fect working  order;  surplus  stock.—' Writ©  Secretary, 

Co-operative  Society,  Briton  Ferry,  Glam. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAVj 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 
Mado  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Condition*. 


T.  1 


Prices.  Established  1887.  ***** 

TONGS,  Th*  Bakery  Fitter,  Pcndletra. 


W 

Restaura  t. 

Quality  la  Right.  Prioea  are  Right. 
Noto  the  Address : ALBION  STREET. 


ANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  id  LeodT!2~ruv2 
at  tho  Leeds  Industrial  Co-oporaUvo  Society 


Makers  c!  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES).  * 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  T«i|0ri„ 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 

Addr.  % Fulton  Street.  Bradfohd,  Youks.  Tel.  No. 


BIRTH. 


RANSON. — To  Ernest  and  Florence  Ranj»n7~<m~Ur 
27th,  at  Tho  Homestead,  East  Hanningfleld,  Ea_.  T 
eon  (Michael).  • * 


Four  Turog  points 

KEEPS  fresh  longer  than  any  other  brown 
breads— economy  I Contains  more  nour- 
ishment— value!  Free  from  all  harsh  bran 
which  causes  indigestion— health ! Delicious  full 
wheat  flavour— pleasure  t 

as  simple  lo  utc  at  ordinary 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  Eat 

Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  Ld. 

Election  of  Directors,  1922. 

Readers  of  the  “ News"  are  rcsp;ctfully  asked  lo  use 
iheir  vote  and  influence  lor 

Mr.  TOM  CLAYTON, 

on  August  1 0th. 

VOTE  FOR  CLAYTON. 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-kaown 
CO-OPERA.TrYK 
BRAND  — 


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A.  GUARANTEE 
OF  QUAEITi 
and- 


EIGHT  LA-BO02 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


SUMMER  SCHOOLS,  1922. 

There  is  still  accommodation  for  a 
few  more  Students  at 

Orleton  College,  SCARBOROUGH 
The  Grange,  FOLKESTONE, 

From  Aafnst  1 9tb  to  Aofast  26th. 
Inclusive  Feei  *2  2s.  parWieK 

Book  a -Place  at  oxen. 

Full  particulars  on  application  horn  tha 
Education  DepirtmwU,  Co-operative  Union 

Holyoako  Hours,  Hanover  Street.  Mmcho'er. 


August  5,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY! 


Hoy  is 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Salter  Bakes  it. 


If 

want 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

fovE'^rEr£ 

UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address-  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD.,  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  thia  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  “LABIAT"  Boot  and  Shoe 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 

Registered  Office  17,  Middle  Hillgate,  Stockport 


P M P R The  City  everybody  should 

UllLJlLlt,  see — and  thobeauLCu^Dec. 

Parties  not  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheons 
and  Tens  at  the  ■ — r— 


CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOREGATfi  ST. 

Terms  on  application. — 


LEEDS  INDUSTBIAL  CO-OPEBATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10,  ALBION  BTBEET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

T Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tho  Most  Up-to-Data 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,”  "Ecclcs,"  11  CliravT,”  andothor  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Savo3  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne- 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Josepl  Baker  Sons  § Perkins  Ltd. 


FOR  — 


Tmveuim  (tons. 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 


Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGS  WAY.  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Tiinson  Ltd.,  EdMiirgh. 


— W5e  Reliable  Jiome  £Dyes.  — 


DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES,  BOLTON. 


* * ■ Makers  of  Edges'  "2)oUv  SBlue"  dr  "Stolly  Cream." 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


£7  Os.  Odi 

T.H.TONGE 

THE 

Bakerg  Filter, 

PENDLETON. 

Establish  ed  1B87. 


Is  tkc  BOO© 

" j w Boys  w*  "y 
1 SntMf : Ivclixbk.  I 
it”  • Best  Value  : , r>. 

^•ivu'-AWc  by  the 

Crompton  Boot  AWte, 

V-s**  I&ll  WmfcS/DtfKnwigfi 


ii 


Cbe  ideal 


91 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Graairelles,  Flannelette, 
Silesi as.  Lincnctles,  Lustres,  & Silkcte:n  Lining, ; 
also  of  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington  r 10  minuted  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minute3  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowlino.  Gldok  Golf.  Crto^oer. 

BiLLianus.  Near  ta  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

MI33  G.  Davies,  Mana?ore3s,  Culchoth  Hill, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Oo-operatlva  Soolety,  Lbioh,  LaucJ. 
Telephone  323  Leigh. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  an  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

__  MAN-JTACTORTD  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsdon, 


\A 7 A ]\J  n All  Co-operalora  tt 

VV  l LaUy  Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  B’*»d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Hills,  Leek,  Staffordshire.  " 

m11,1?8  for  Hlind  Machine  use.  Boot-Clo3lm» 
Wnif6,rTa  °r:5c,  Put^on.'Hole  Twlab'  &0-  Binding* 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 

Agents : The  English  ant  Scottish  Wholesale  Sociclit» 


Ills  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  tho 


Ltd. 


Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shosj 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS,  wvtfn  Ro»')- 

» Leicester. 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8.  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  tsrsSf  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  nny 
Co-operalive  Society. 

Woodhousc  H 11s,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agent3 : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd, 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


SOLD  ONLY 

BY 

Co-operative  Societies 


Made 

Under 

Ideal 

Conditions 

of 

Labour 

by 

THE 

WIGSTON 

HOSIERS 

Ltd. 

(Co-operative 

Productive 

Society). 


Ladies’ 

and 

Gents’ 

Hosiery 

and 

Under- 

wear. 


Don’t  forget  to  ASK  at  your 
Stores  for  this  Famous  Brand. 


The  C.W.S. 

Sports  Dept. 


CAN  HELP  EVERY 
DISTRIBUTIVE  SOCIETY 
LIKE  OUR  OWN 
TO  BECOME 


The  Sports 
Supply  Centre 


ASK  FOR  SPORTS  REQUISITES  XT  VOUR  STORE 


IB 


HliTHWAiTE  HOSIERY 

f 13  GOOD  HOSIERY  C.W. 3 ' 


August  o,  1900 

APD  “StJTOX”~ 

to  your  MILK  PUDDINGS. 


, 

l 

g 1 

fiq 

i ) 


COMPLETE  SUIT 


YOUNG  CO-OPERATORS. 


1 Jersey  - - - 4 3 
1 Pair  Golf  Hose  1 8 
1 „ Cord  Knickers  4 4 


Cost  at  Your  Stores 

(Thanks  to  the  C.W.S.) 


ALL  C.W.S.  PRODUCTION. 

Made  to  Fit  the  Average  Fioe-Year-Old  Boy. 

Similar  Outfit  for  Older  Boys  at  Proportionate  Prices. 
Various  Shades  in  the  Jerseys,  Stockings,  and  Knickers. 


ENQUIRE  AT  YOUR 

STORES  NOW! 

And  having  ascertained  that  the  Goods  are  those  of  the  C.W.S., 
EXAMINE  THE  QUALITY  AND  VALUE  FOR  YOURSELF. 

AT  THE  SAME  TIME  ASK  TO  SEE  C.W.S.  GLACE  DERBY  BOOTS . 

MADE  TO  COMBINE  WITH  ABOVE. 


Ask  for  the  C.W.S.  JERSEY,  C.W.S.  HOSE, 
and  C.W.S.  KNICKERS. 


/‘PROUD  OF  THE  C.W.S.” 


Printed  and  Published  by  the  National  CO-orBiunvs  Publishing  Society  Limited,  at  Uicir  Offices,  Long  Millgaie,  Manchester.— Saturday.  August  SUi,  1922. 


"O-OrBIUTIVB  NRW3,  AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INIIUSTKY,  August  12Ui,  1922, 

THE  NEW  AVAR  MENACE. — See  Page  8 


C.W.S. 

SOAP 

IS  THE  ONLY 
: SOAP  FOR  : 

co-operative  Shops 
and 

Co-operators'  Homes. 


PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2,672.  No.  172.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  August  12,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  ns  a Newspaper. 


SOAP  OF  THE  CAV.S.  MAKE 
IS 


FIXED  PRICES  SCHEME. 

HOW  SOCIETIES  CAN  SQUARE  PRACTICE  WITH  THEORY. 


PURE  in  QUALITY 

and  an  Economical  Cleanser 
for  Household  Purposes. 


C.W.S.  TOILET  SOAPS. 

WONDERFUL  VALUE. 

C.W.S.  Tablets— Glycerine  and 
Cucumber,  Oatmeal,  Parma 
Violet,  Brown  Windsor, 
Glycerine  and  Oatmeal,  White 
Rose,  Wallflower,  Cold  Cream, 
&c.,  &c. 


Ask  Jot  these  at  your  Store — these  Soaps 
are  made  Jot  Co-operators. 


JHre  you  re-papering  your  rooms  ? 

□ 

If  so,  get  a packet  of 

C.W.S.  SUPERIOR 
CONCENTRATED 


MANUFACTURED  AND  PREPARED  AT  THE 
C.W.S.  GLUE 
WORKS,  PONTEFRACT. 

□ 

This  Concentrated  Size  ij  made  of  fine  and  purs 
imleciali,  and  by  its  use  a r rest  saving  is  effected  in 
both  time  and  labour. 

Managers  of  Co-operative  Building  and  Works  Depart, 
mcnls,  and  individual  members,  should  ask  at  their 
own  Stotes  for 

C.W.S.  SIZE 

PURE.  SUPERIOR.  CONCENTRATED. 


"LOOK  AFTER  THE  PENCE  AND  THE 
POUNDS  WILL  LOOK  AFTER  THEMSELVES." 
There  is  no  denying  the  truthfulness  of  this 
adage,  butunlcsspraclisedin  the  right  Way  the 
Progress  is  slow  and  sometimes  discouraging 

~~ DON’T  BE 
DISCOURAGED  ! 

Try  Again  in  the  SOUND.  PRACTICAL, 
and  COMMON-SENSE  WAY. 

Invest  Your  Savings 

-EITHER  PENCE  OR  POUNDS- 

in  a Co-operative 
Endowment  Policy. 

' Eifc  Assurance  Policies  offer  exceptional 
15  lot  »?vioR,and  aho  provide  protection 
against  Life's  Uncertainties. 


. ^ ri,cf0T  Particulars  to  C.I.S., 

C°rP°ration  Street,  Manchester,  and 
Morrison  Street,  Glasgow. 


PROTECTING  THE  CONSUMERS. 

“ CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


The  question  of  fixed  prices  is,  in  one 
respect,  like  a sensitive  plant — it  requires 
careful  handling.  To  discuss  it  without  due 
regard  to  all  the  circumstances  would  prob- 
ably do  more  harm  than  good.  It  would, 
for  instance,  be  quite  easy  to  say  things 
which  might  weaken  instead  of  strengthen 
the  unthinking  member’s  loyalty  to  his 
store.  The  retail  society  does  not  want 
that!  it  has  need,  as  perhaps  never  before, 
of  every  shilling’s  worth  of  trade  it  can 
induce  to  cross  its  counters.  The  same  re- 
mark, in  a much  larger  degree,  of  course, 
applies  to  the  Wholesale  Societies  and  the 
movement  generally. 

First  Essential. 

Careful  handling  does  not  mean  no 
handling  at  all;  hut  it  does  mean  that, 
treated  in  the  riglrt  way,  the  fixed  prices 
idea  may  bring  into  our  societies  a good 
deal  of  trade  which,  at  the  moment,  is 
going  into  shops  of  competitors.  The  first 
essential  is  that  the  confidence  of  the  mem- 
ber in  his  society  must  be  strengthened  and- 
developed.  There  are  ways  of  doing  that 
just  as  there  are  means  of  hot  doing  it. 
Some  societies  seem  to  lie  working  along 
these  lines,  getting  goods  as  cheaply  as  pos- 
sible from  either  of  the  two  Wholesale 
Societies,  and  putting  on  the  last  penny 
before  displaying  the  self-same  goods  on 
their  counters  or  in  their  shop  windows. 

Such  a policy  taxes  the  loyalty  of  the 
moderately  rich  members,  and  puts  the 
poorer  members,  however  anxious  they  may 
be  to  trade  with  the  society,  out  of  court 
altogether.  C'o-operation  makes  its  appeal 
to  all  sections  of  the  community,  but  its 
chief  concern  should  be  those  who.  through 
no  fault  of  their  own,  are  least  able  to  help 
themselves.  How  much  the  Wholesale  So- 
cieties allow  the  distributive  societies  for 
selling  their  goods  need  not  he  stated; 
suffice  to  say  that  it  is  sufficient  to  give  a 
well-managed  society  a fair  working  profit: 
Societies  could  be  named  which  are  not  satis-  - 
fied  with  that,  but  tack  on  another  profit. 

This  may  be  a tribute  to  the  selling 

quality  of  the  Wholesale  article,  but  it  is 

not  the  way  to  protect  the  poor  consumer 

or  to  build  up  trade. 

How  Not  To  Do  It. 

A good  many  of  the  fixed  price  articles 
sold  by  the  Wholesale  Societies  have  been 
advertised  in  the  “ Co-operative  News,”  and 
the  prices  at  which  they  could  be  obtained 
given.  Societies  have  bought  those  goods, 
but  many  have  immediately  departed  from 
the  general  idea  of  the  scheme.  One  article 
was  advertised  in  the  “ News  ” at  5s.  6d. 
It  was  also  advertised  by  a society  in  a 
local  paper  at  Gs.  lid.  What  was  the  idea? 
If  it  was  to  defeat  the  fixed  price  principle, 
the  society  was  certainly  going  the  right 
way  about  it.  Another  society  went  one 
better.  It  bought  an  article  advertised  at 
50s.,  and  fixed  the  retail  price  at  59s.  6d. 

Some  time  ago  the  C.W.S.  sold  an  article 
of  adornment  which  women  take  great  de- 
light in  for  9s.  6d.  A similar  article  of  the 
same  weight  and  quality  was  offered  as  a 
remarkable  bargain  by  one  of  the  largest 
drapery  establishments  at  12s.  Del.  Whilst 
some  co-operative  societies  endeavoured  to 
get  12s.  9d.  for  the  9s.  Gd.  article,  other 
societies  stuck  to  the  C'.W.S.  price,  and  re- 
tained members’  confidence  and  theic. trade. 
One  society  sold  dozens  at  9s.  Gd.  The  bulk 
of  the  trade  was  new,  for  every  article  sold 
was  an  advertisement.  The  moderately  rich 
women  bought  eagerly,  and  their  poorer 
sisters  wore  not  shut  out.  The  member  was 
satisfied,  the  society  reaped  the  advantage 
ol  selling  at  reasonable  prices,  and  the 


C.W.S.  was  able  to  find  more  work  for  its 
factories  and  mills. 

What  Some  Officials  Think. 

There  are  officials  of  retail  societies  who 
are  not  exactly  enamoured  of  the  scheme. 
Some  seem  to  think  that  it  is  the  beginning 
of  the  end  of  independent  distributive  socie- 
ties, that  the  Wholesale  Societies  are  look- 
ing out  on  to  the  co-operative  world  with 
the  mind  of  Alexander  the  Great.  One  is 
now  bordering  on  a controversial  subject, 
that  of  a national  society,  but  it  can  safely 
he  said  that  the  directors  of  the  Wholesale 
Societies,  in  putting  forward  their  fixed 
price  scheme,  had  no  idea  of  paving  the  way 
for  the  late  J.  C.  Gray's  proposal.  Neither 
had  they  any  desire  to  fix  the  price  of  every- 
thing which  societies  bought  from  their 
warehouses  and  depots.  They  conceived  the 
idea  of  a national  advertising  scheme,  and 
selected  a number  of  articles  of  clothing 
which  they  thought  could  be  sold  over  the 
country  at  a uniform  price.  Mr.  T.  J. 
Henson  (C.W.S.  director)  elaborated  the 
-ehemo  in  an  interview'  which  was  published 
in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” for  July  15th. 

One  official  with  whom  I discussed  the 
matter  recently  said  that  in  his  opinion  the 
Wholesalei  Society  in  pushing  the  scheme 
was  not  acting  in  the  best  interests  of  socie- 
ties. He  took  societies  A and  B by  way 
of  illustration.  A,  by  having  erected  pala- 
tial premises,  had  heavy  overhead  charges. 
B was  a newly-formed  society;  it  began 
business  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
to  A in  premises  which  did  not  carry  any- 
thing like  the  same  weight  in  overhead 
charges,  and  ran  the  scheme  for  all  its 
worth.  What  would  be  the  position  of  A? 
To  say  the  least,  it  would  feel  a draught. 
1 ventured  to  suggest  that  the  C’.W.S.,  in 
these  circumstances  would  not  supply  a new 
society  with  goods,  and  that  if  A was  an 
old  society,  it  was  not  a case  for  the  C.W.S., 
but  for  the  Co-operative  Union.  Mis  i nly 
reply  was  that,  despite  the  efforts  of  the 
Co-operative  Union,  six  or  seven  societies 
were  catering  for  the  trade  of  the  town  in 
which  his  owrn  society  had  its  central 
premises. 

Idea  Gains  Favour. 

Drapery  and  boot  buyers,  when  the  idea 
was  first  mooted  some  months  ago, 
were  not  altogether  in-  favour  of  it, 
forming  the  impression  that  it  was 
an  autocratic  interference  with  their 
societies’  business.  Directors  and  officials 
of  the  C.W.S.  explained  that  that  was 
the  last  thing  they  wanted  to  do;  they  also 
stated  that  their  sole  object  was  to  help 
the  buyers  to  build  up  their  trade.  They 
won.  the  day,  and  now'  the  buyers  not  only 
approve,  but  recommend,  the  scheme.  “ Fit, 
effect,  durability,  and  value” — what  more 
can  a member  desire? 

It  is  “ a golden  opportunity  " for  socie- 
ties to  show  that  they  do  stand  for  the 

protection  of  the  consumer. 

It  may  he  difficult  for  the  C.W.S.  to  fix 
prices  for  everything.  The  success  of  the 
present  scheme  is,  however,  an  indication 
that  it  is  possible  to  do  so  in  very  many  in- 
stances, and  societies  which  have  nob  yet 
adopted  it  might  reconsider  the  question  to 
advantage. 

There  is  reason  for  stating  that  the 
C.W.S.  directors  have  under  consideration 
the  question  of  extending  the  scheme  to  the 
grocery  side  of  the  society’s  business. 


Agreement  in  Ireland. — A correspondent 
writes:  "The  - Mi  ligate  Monthly’  is  very 
highly  spoken  of  in  co-operative  circles  in 
Ireland,  and  they  express  keen  apprecia- 
tion of  its  high  general  level  of  culture  and 
of  get-up.” 


NEW  SCOTTISH 

“ G.H.Q.” 

SYMBOL  OF  THE  MOVEMENTS 
PEACE  AIMS. 


AUSPICIOUS  OPENING 

CEREMONY. 


The  new  building  for  Co-operative  General 
Headquarters  erected  in  Glasgow  by  the 
co-operators  of  Scotland  was  formally 
opened  on  Saturday  last  in  the  presence  of 
a representative  gathering. 

The  building  is  intended  as  a memorial 
to  Scottish  co-operators  who  served  in  the 
war,  and  it  is  particularly  symbolic  of  the 
co-operative  resolution  that  “ never  again  ” 
should  war  be  possible.  It  is  a handsome 
structure  of  grey  sand-stone,  situated  in 
King-street,  close  to  Mofrison-street,  where 
the  S. C.W.S.  lias  its  imposing  central 
offices,  warehouses,  and  showrooms.  Sub- 
scriptions towards  the  cost  of  t lie  building 
have  been  promised  to  tin*  amount  of 
£17, GOO,  of  which  £1G.000  has  already  been 
received.  Among  tile  subscriptions  were 
jubilee  gifts  of  £5.000  and  £500  from  the 
S. C.W.S.  and  the  United  Baking  Society 
respectively.  On  the  ground  floor  of  the 
new  building  is  a commodious  lecture  or 
conference  hall  with  ante-rooms.  'I lie  first 
Hour  provides  the  offices  .of  the  Scottish 
Section  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  com- 
prising general  office,  typists'  roomu, 
private  room  for  the  secretary  (Mr.  James 
Deans),  and  a board-room,  all  of  which  aro 
handsomely  appointed.  On  the  top  floor 
are  the  Scottish  offices  cf  the  National  Co- 
operative Publishing  Society,  the  Scottish 
Section  of  the  Co-operative  Party,  the 
Glasgow  and  District  Conference  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Scottish  Women’s  Guild. 
The  work  of  erection  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  building  departments  of  the  S. C'.W.S. 
under  the  personal  direction  of  Mr.  W. 
Mercer,  the  fiend  of  the  department. 

Mr.  George  Thomson  (chairman  of  the 
Memorial  Buildings  Committee)  was  unable 
to  be  present  at  Saturday’s  opening  cere- 
mony owing  to  continued  illness,  and  Mr. 
James  Bayne,  who  had  deputised  for  him 
for  some  time,  presided,  and  declared  thu 
new  buildings  formally  opened. 

Optimism  Needed. 

Mr.  Bayne,  after  narrating  the  steps 
taken  to  organise  funds  for  the  erection  of 
these  very  necessary  premises,  expressed 
deep  regret  because  Mr.  Thomson’s  ill- 
health  would  not  allow  him  to  complete 
the  task  he  lmd  begun.  He  congratulated 
the  societies  that  find  subscribed  or  pro- 
mised, and  urged  others  to  subscribe  su 
that  the  building  would  be  quite  free  ol 
debt.  The  movement,  he  said,  required 
optimists  who  would  refuse  to  be  cast 
down.  (Applause.)  Societies  were  curtail- 
ing their  outlay  and  educational  efforts 
were  being  restricted.  Success  would  not 
be  -brought  by  such  means.  (Applause.) 
We  needed  to  encourage  the  spirit  ol  opti- 
mism and  the  spirit  of  loyalty,  in  which  we 
would  all  be  led  to  stick  the  closer  to  each 
other  if  clouds  were  darker.  (Applause.) 

The  Trustees. 

Mr.  Bayue  formally  handed  the  title 
deeds  to  Mr.  Robert  Stewart  (clmirmau  of 
the  SrC.W.S.),  Mr.  A.  Buchanan  (chairman 
of  the  U.C.B.S.),  and  Mr.  J.  Lucas  (chair- 
man of  the  Scottish  Sectional  Board)— and 
through  them  to  their  successors  in  office — 
as  trustees  for  the  new  buildings;  and  to 
Mr.  Lucas  be  handed  a document  confer- 
ring upon  the  Scottish  Section  full  legal 
powers  as  administrators  ot  the  property. 

Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Luca>  accepted 
the  documents,  and  with  them  the  respon- 
sibilities they  conferred.  Mr.  Lucas  men- 
tioned that  it  was  estimated  that  the  cost 
of  administration  would  be  about  i'l.OMO 
per  annum. 

Souvenirs. 


Mr.  Mercer,  no  representing  t lie  coil- 
.motors,  presented  to  Mr.  Robert  Thom- 
son, on  behalf  of  his  father,  a handsome 
silver  rose  bowl  to  commemorate  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  of  tin-  committee  of 
which  he  was  chairman.  Mr.  Thomson 
gratefully  acknowledged  the  gift,  and  ex- 
pressed liis  father's  deep  regret  at  being 
innble  to, be  present. 

In  recognition  of  his  service.-,  as  treasure! 
of  the  Memorial  Building  Comimtio.-.  Mr. 

n was'  presented  with  a cheque 
, Wilson,  in  acknowledging  the 


George  Wilsot 
for  £20.  Mr. 

Ri,V'mdVh 

the  building 
do  their  b 


?ar  off  all 
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PREPARING  FOR  THE  GENERAL 
ELECTION. 

WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 

V.— NORTH  TOTTENHAM  AND  MR.  R.  C.  MORRISON. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


FAITH  IN  ROCHDALE. 


SUCCESS  IN  FEALTY  TO  THE  PIONEERS’  PRINCIPLES. 


PRACTICES  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  FORGOTTEN. 


\ Parliamentary  candidate  who  is  sud- 
denly pitchforked  into  u constituency  as 
sometimes  happens,  is  at  a nmnifssfc  disad- 
vantage. In  the  North  Tottenham  Divisun 
this- is  not  the  rase.  Mr.  lt.,t  Mornsi.n, 
the  prospective  Co-operative  tar-dicbi  l*?.  lias 
lor  sump  time  been  before  tbe  c.mstitueii.  y, 
where  lie  lias  made  a bust  of  Iriomls. 

Noith  Ttteiiham  is  a typical  \vorking- 
ela  n constituency.  containing  an  unusually 
la, r^e  number  of  trade  unionists.  In  the 
athletic  world  it  is  famous  for  including  in 
its  arc  i th'  ground  of  the  Tottenham  Hot- 
spurs There  are  35,000  electors  in  tbe 
three  wards,  11,000  of  whom  .are  women. 
This  district  was  formerly  part  of  the 
Edmonton  Co-operative  Society's  territory, 
bat  under  the  amalgamation  scheme  it  is 
now  catered"  for  by  tbe  London  Society. 
There  are  six  brandies  with  which  the  mem- 
bar*  in  the  OWsirn  trade,  three  IrcmK 
actually  in  the  division.  It  is  estimated 
that  t liere  are  about  3.000  members  of  tbe 
London  Society  residing  in  tbe  division. 

Propaganda  Work. 

The  local  organisation  is  in  a healthy  con- 
dition. Useful  work  is  being  done  by  the 
North  Tottenham  Labour  and  Co-operative 
Representation  Committee  ami  xheir  capah  e 
ami  assiduous  secretary.  .Mr.-  George  bibs. 
Valuable  educational  and  propaganda  work 
has  been  done  at  the  various  meetings  w mil 
have  been  held  in  the  constituency,  lhe.se 
have  included  a remarkably  successful  senes 
of  Sunday  evening  meetings,  which  have 
been  held  during  the  post  two  w niter’s  in  the 
Municipal  Hall.  A good  luit .of  speakers 
has  rallied  to  tbe  support  of  Mr.  Morrison, 
and  the  utnvcst  enthusiasm  has  prevailed. 
There  has  been  an  average  attendance 
of  800.  . , 

An  encouraging  feature  is  the  unanimity 
which  exists.  Every  trade  union.  Labour, 
and  co-operative  organisation  in  the . consti- 
tuency is  actually  giving  it&_  support.  The 
task  which  Mr.  Morrison's  supporters  have 
to  tackle  is  regarded  as  no  light  one,  and 
therefore  ever  oum  e of  effort  will  nave  to  be 
exerted  if  a satisfactory  result  is  to  be 
achieved.  'Hie  sitting  member,.  Sir.  AV.  .H. 
Prescott,  does  not  intend  to  seek  re-election, 
and  tiie  local  Conservatives  have  selected  as 
tb-'ir  new  champion  Mr.  C.  Huberts,  a 
director  of  the  Tottenham  Hotspur 
Ft ' tb  ill  Club.  At  the  time  of  writing 
no  third  candidate  has  appeared  to 
champion  the  cause  of  tbe  “Woe  Trees." 
Discretion  is  tbe  better  part  of  valour  in  ibis 
case,  for  an  independent  Libeml’s  chances 
would  b:?  hopeless. 

The  Electoral  Prospects. 

At  tb?  General  Election  in  1918,  Major 
Prescott,  as  be  then  was.  fought  the  seat  as 
:i  Coalition-Unionist  agab.sl  Mr.  Fenv 
Allen,  who  stood  as  a Liberal.  Tile  poll  was 
dec-hired  as  follows: — Pres. oil,  11,891 
Alden.  7.293;  Coalition-Unionist  majority 
4 598. ' After  Tbe  victories  at  Southwark 
and  North  Camberwell,  tb?  outlook  m 
1. or  don  is  distinctly  brighter.  General  dis- 
5 :i * refaction  with  the  policy  of  .the  Coalition 
Government  will  undoubtedly  cause  a com- 
pl-t  i change  of  feeling  in  many  Metropolitan 
constituencies,  and  North  Tottenham  will 
1 .?  no  exception  to  tile  rule.  Of  course,  the 
candidate  cannot  do  everything.  It  is  note;, 
rarv  that  the  fullest  efforts  should  be  made 
l.v  'tin?  rank  and  file  to  see  tint  nothing  is 
left  undone.  After  all,  elections  are  not 
wo  i by  public  meetings,  however  valuable 
these  iniiv  be  from  an  educ  V.iomil  point  of 
view.  It'  is  th?  steady  persistent  work  in 
the  wards  which  tell-.  Many  n quiet  worker 
who  lias  carcfjiljy  canvassed  a street  and  bad 
n fr:.-rdlv  talk  with  tbe  electors  is  able  to 
do  in  ore  effective  work  than  even  a popular 
spe?ker  at  a public  meeting.  The  difficulty 
with  our  meetings  is  that  t o often  they  are 
crowded  with  the  converted  and  our  oppo- 
nents are  not  reached.  The  doorstep  mis- 
M-.inry  lies-  the  advantage  of  coming  into 
contact  with  all  shades' of  political  view,  r.nd 
of  being  nblo  to  Hire  arguments  and  to 
refute  the  mis-statements  which  are  too 
plentiful  at  election  times. 

A Strong  Candidate. 

Air.  TL  C.  Morrison  is  a native  of 
Aberdeen,  and  lias  all  tbe  vigour  and  un- 
abated enthusiasm  of  early  manhood.  As 
a keen  co-operator  he  rendered  efficient  aid 
as  a member  of  the  education  committee  < f 
the  late  Edmonton  Society.  On  the  amal- 
gamation of  Edmonton  with  Stratford,  Mr. 
Morrison  was  elected  as  a .member  of  the 
management  committee  of  the  London 
Society.  Mr.  Morrison  has  had  an  experi- 
ence of  municipal  work  ns  a member  of  tbe 
Wood  Green  Urban  District  Council.  On 
tbe  outbreak  of  war  be  joined  the  army,  and 
served  in  France  for  nearly  four  years. 

S on  -after  demobilisation  Mr.  Morrison 
was  elected,  a County  Councillor  for  Mid- 
dlesex, defeating  a well-known  anti-co- 
oparntor  by  the  biggest,  majority  ever 
reworded  in  Middlesex.  He  has  always  been 
particularly  keen  m education,  and  for  the 
past  three  years  has  done  effective  work  as 
a member  of  the  Middlesex  Education 
Committee. 


Mr.  Morrison  is  the  author  of  an  excellent 
pamphlet.  “ The  Common  Sense  of  Co-opera- 
tion," which  has  had  a circulation  ol  (>0,000, 
and  has  made  many  converts.  The  case  for 
co-operation  is  presented  with  force  and  con- 
viction in  terse,  .epigrammatic  sentences. 
Dealing  with  J‘  the  coming  battle  under  Dig 
Ben.”  Mr.  Morrison  writes : " Co-operation 
has  many  powerful  enemies ; all  good  causes 
have.  Bodger  has  no  love  for  mutual  trad- 
jpg  which  gives  no  profit  to  him  and  his 
friends.  He  is  ’cute  enough  to  realise  that 
every  man  or  woman  who  becomes  a co- 
operator  hastens  the  time  when  Mr.  Bodger 
(sometimes  he  is  called  lxird  Bodger)  v-ill 
Jiave  to  earn  his  own  living  instead  of  living 
off  rent,  interest,  and  profit.  And  so  he  and 
his  profit-making  friends  are  trying  to  crush 
the  co-operative  movement.  During  the 
war  they  saw  a glorious  opportunity  and 


By  WM.  HAZELL  (President  Ynysybwl  Society). 


Mu.  It.  C.  Morrison. 

took  it.  Raising  the -erv  of  ‘ Business  as 
usual  ' they  fleeced  the  British  public  as 
never  before.  While  thousaauds  of  brave 
men  were  dying  for  tbe  country  a handful 
of  capitalists  were  making  enormous 
fortunes.  Women  and  children  shivered  in 
the  food  queues,  but  tbe  profiteer  waxed  fat, 
and,  strange  to  say.  was  acclaimed  a patriot 
of  the  first  water  when  be  put  his  surplus 
millions  into  the  War  Loan  at  a high  rate 
of  interest. 

Co-operation  Ignored. 

“ On  tbe  other  hand,  the  co-operators 
twice  offered  the  whole  of  their  vast  organ- 
isation to  the  Government  for  the  purpose 
of  food  distribution  without  profit,  and  tdmi 
offer  was  contemptuously  refused.  Honestl. 
desirous  of  doing  everything  possible  to 
sic  ist  their  country  in  its  hour  of  need,  they 
weie  neglected,  insulted,  and  passed  ove 
favour  of  every  variety  of  vested  intere 
Why,  because  vested  interests  control  Par- 
liament, and  use  tbe  Government— of  the 
country  for  their  own  interests,  and  against 
co-opera  ti-n  which  represents  the  people's 
welfare.  The  war  lias  forced  co-operators  to 
realise  this,  and  they  decided  that  to  expect 
fair  play  was  hopeless  while  they  lacked 
power  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

“ They  had  to  decide  either  to  fight  for 
co-operation  or  see  it  go  under.  Just  as  the 
trade  unionists  a few  years  earlier  went 
driven  to  realise  that  politk.il  representa- 
tion was  vital,  so  the  action  of  vested 
interests  during  the  war  taught  co-operators 
the  same  lesson.  And  so  we  have  to-day  the 
political  strength  of  co-operation  focused 
into  the  National  Co-operative  Party  ns  an 
instrument  for  the  emancipation  of  the 
workers  from  capitalism  an<l  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Go-opernive  Common- 
wealth." 

A Cc-operative  Champion. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  extracts  that 
Air.  Morrison's  sentiments  ring  sound  ns 
co-operator,  and  that  the  interests  of  the 
movement  will  be  safe  in  his  hands.  His 
inner  knowledge  of  the  work  of  the  move- 
ment. gained  in  the  committee-room,  fully 
qualify  him  to  voice  co-operative  require- 
ments' at  Westminster.  As  a foiceful  plat- 
form speaker  he  will  be  able  to  articulate  tbe 
claims  and  to  protect  tbe  interests  of  the 
millions  of  co-operators  beyond  tbe  walls  of 
St.  Stephen’s. 

There  is  a “ glorious  uncertainty  ” 
polities  as  in  cricket.  Therefore  it  is  nevi 
wise  to  be  too  sanguine  as  to  the  results  of 
any  contest.  There  are  so  many  side  issues 
and  recriminations  introduced  to  shunt  the 
electors  from  the  straight  questions  to  bo 
decided,  and  the  main  issues  are  frequently 
Ignored.  At  the  last  General  Election  the 
slogans  were  “Hang  the  Kaiser”  and 
*■  Make  Germany  Pay."  Super-patriots  of 
the  Bottomley  and  Rothermcr©  type  deluded 
tlie  elec-tors  with  these  specious  cries.  They 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column, 


What  will  make  the  Human  Race?"*’ 

I saw  the  riddle  propounded  in  a trade  adver- 
tisement the  other  day  and  many  and  varied 
answers  came  to  my  mind. 

The  key  to  the  answer,  that  is,  in  the 
broadest  and  best  sense,  can  best  be  found 
by  putting  another  query,  “ What  has 
marred  tbe  Human  Race?”' 

To  co-operators,  the  answers  are  obvious 
and  far  reaching;  the  competitive,  beggar- 
iii. y-neigli hour  spirit,  acting  and  re-acting  on 
every  aspect  of  life,  has  marred  this  won- 
derful world  of  ours — so  full  of  possibilities 
for  the  full  life  for  every  human  being— and 
the  only  recreative  agency  which  can 
make  ” the  human  race  of  to-day  into  a 
family  with  common  interests  is 
-operation. 

To  change  the  size  of  the  circle,  from  the 
making  of  men  to  the  making  of  movements, 
can  we  ask,  “ What  will  make  the  Co-opera- 
tive Movement?” 

I suggest  to  committees  of  societies  that 
it  is  the  modern  application  cf  old-time 
principles.  - 

The  Rochdale  Pioneers  have  been  praised 
for  their  foresight,  and  honoured  for  their 
principles,  and  I also  praise  and  honour  them 
to-day,  not  only  for  their  principles,  but 
also  for  the  practical  way  in  which  they  ap- 
plied them  to  the  trading  conditions  of  1844. 
AYhat  many  co-operators  fail  to  realise  is, 
that  while  the  pioneers’  principles  still  hold 
good  in  1922;  our  methods  of  applying  them 
are  obsolete  and  hopelessly  antique,  and  we 
must  put  them  by  carefully  ill  our  co-opera- 
tive museums  to  be  always  treasured  in  our 
memories  of  bye-gone  days,  but  never  more 
to  be  considered  by  us  as  up-to-date,  co- 
operative practice  in  committee-room,  office, 
shops,  or  factory. 

AYe  cannot  fail  to  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  if  the  famous  twenty-eight  h\d  been 
faced  with  the  multiple  shops  and  depart- 
mental stores,  as  we  know  them,  their 
tactics  would  have  been  very  different,  and 
the  course  of  co-operative  history  would  lixve 
been  directed  into  other  (and  perhaps  wiser) 
channels.  To  pay  5 per  cent,  interest  on 
capital  and  10  per  cant,  dividend  on  pur- 
chases may  have  been  possible,  equicable, 
and  wise  in  times  past,  and  could  very  well 
be  reconciled  to  the  theory  of  “ market 
prices”;  but  the  day  is  fast  approaching 
when  we  shall  have  to  faoe  facts  and  tell  our 
members  that  to  make  a surplus  of  from  28 
to  30  per  cent,  on  tbe  commodities  sold  over 
tbe  counter  (i.e.,  the  fund  out  of  which  the 
interest  and  dividend  is  paid)  is  neither  wise 
nor  equitable,  nor  even  possible. 

The  "abolition  of  middlemen”  was  a 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

were  jockeyed  into  voting  for  the  Coali- 
tionists under  false  pretences,  and  have  bad 
a rude  awakening  when  . the  unfulfilled 
pledges  are  continually  brought  to  light. 

The  “ stunt”  merchants  and  their  docile 
Press'  alre  preparing  fresh  slogans  for  the 
General  Election.  As  indicated  in  tbe 
recent  output  of  political  oratory  tbe  re- 
actionaries under  various  aliases  are  going 
bald-headed  for  .an  Anti-Bolshevist  cry, 
using  the  “awful  -example  ” of  Poplar  ns  a 
warning.  This  is  expected  to  frighten  the 
timid  ones  and  rope  in  the  wobblers. 

Success  Descrvad. 

Although  it  is  not  in  politicians  to  com- 
mand success,  Mr.  Morrison  is  doing  his 
utmost  to  deserve  it.  He  has  put  in  an 
immense  amount  of  work,  and  lias  fully  and 
freely  -expressed  his  democratic  views  to  tiie 
electors.  They  have  also  had  a chance  of 
judging  of  his  public  work  in  the  services  lie 
lias  rendered  as  a county  councillor'.  What 
is  also  important  is  that  Mr.  Alorrison’s 
sterling  qualities  have  attracted  to  his 
banner  a band  of  earnest  and.  willing 
workers,  desirous  of  seeing  the  division  re- 
presented by  a true  democrat  of  Air. 
Morrison’s  type. 

It  will  serve  no  good  purpose  in  making  a 
positive  prophecy  as  to  the  result.  1 When 
the  fight  comes  North  Tottenham  will  not  let 
tiie  movement  down,”  a prominent  worker 
informed  me.  We  can  leave  it  at  that. 
From  my  knowledge  of  the  men  in  the  divi- 
sion I am  quite  sure  that  the  cause  of  the 
Co-operative  Party  will  be  safe  in  tbe  hands 
of  Air.  Morrison  arid  his  supporters. 


Next  Week  * Hillsborough  and 
Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander. 


plank  in  the  pioneers’  platform,  and  vet 
seventy-eight  years  later,  we  read  in  tlio 
“ Co-operative  News  ” of  “ Flamers  ” romul 
Balloon-street  way ; and  in  trade  papers  we 
see  - adyertisements  for  “ travellers  with 
good  co-operative  connections"!  Bv  all 
means  let  us  have  present-day  application  uf 
the  principles  of  the  weavers. 

" No  credit  to  he  given  or  asked,”  was 
one  of  the.  best  business  maxims  cf  the  valley 
of  the  Roach.  Ten  thousand  pities  we  ever 
departed  from  it.  As  a society’s  chequo 
signatory  for  some  years,  I appreciat  the 
sound  business  methods  of  the  C.W.S. ; their 
system  of  seven-day  accounts,  and  security 
for  accommodation  through  their  hanking 
department;  but  where  are  the  retail  socie- 
ties in  this  respect?  The  plain  truth  is,  of 
course,  that  they  are  making  no  effort  to 
apply  the  anti-credit  principle  of  184-1.  If 
South  AVnles  societies  had  put  a cash  sv-tem 
into  operation  even  since  the  time  of  t lie  Co- 
operative Anti-Credit  Committee  of  1905, 
what  a different  position  they  would  find 
themselves  in  to-day. 

AVlieu  shall  we  profit  by  tbe  bitter  lessons 
of  the  past?  What ‘I  particularly  plead  for 
is  the  bringing  home  to  our  members— anil 
many  ought-to-be-members — of  the  trading 
realities  of  to-day;  tbe  vital  difference 
between  the  economic  structure  of  co-opera- 
tive societies,  and- that  of  multiple  firms; 
the  practical  difficulties  of  applying  idealism 
to  wage  conditions  in  the  movement  ; the 
evils  of  a credit  system  of  trading  with  its 
high  rate  of  working  expenses ; the  absolute 
necessity  for  modern  advertising;  and  how 
tiie  full  benefits  of  mutual  trading  can  only 
be  realised  by  all  the  members  purchasing 
all  the  necessities  of  life  through  their 
stores’,  and  by  all  the  societies  buying  all 
their  trade  stocks  from  or  through  the 

C.W.S. 

Let  onr  own  minds  be  receptive  to  new 
ideas  while  still  retaining  old  and  tried 
recipes  for  securing  trade. 

One  idea  of  progress  seems  to  lie  getting 
out  of  one  rut  into  another,  whereas  the  true 
conception  shall  be  tb  travel  on  the  bnaul 
highway  of  up-to-date  application  i-f  co- 
operative principles  with  our  wheels  well  out 
of  all  ruts,  so  that  we  can  steer  clear  of  all 
obstructions  and  adapt  our  course  to  the  safe 
side  of  the  road  with  the  minimum  of  fric- 
tion in  any  change. 

Why  worry  about  any  slight  deviation?  as 
long  as  we  keep  on  the  Commonwealth  road? 

Why  not  have  the  courage  of  our  rouvie- 
tions  in  matters  essentially  ^-operative? 

For  instance,  I know  many  societies  which 
have  taken  a consistent  and  definite  policy 
with  regard. to  soap,  biscuits,  and  Hum  ; il|C.v 
only  sell  C.W.S.  brands  of  tin-?  arti.  1 -.  a".l 
yet  these  same  Societies  shrink  from  taking 
the  plunge  with  cocoa,  tea,  and  other  com- 
modities while  the.  same -old  time-worn  argu- 
ments which  they  put  forth  now  were 
advanced  years  ago,  in  the  ea«e  of  Fi-ap9, 
&e.f  and  have  been  utterly  disproved  ani 
discredited.  ‘ ' 

The  most  successful  societies  to-da.v  are 
those  which  cling  closest  to  the  Rochdale’ 
principles  and  apply  them_  as  the  twenty- 
eight  would  do  if  the  date  of  their 
social  effort  had  been  1922. 
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By  JAMES  DEANS. 

An  interesting  little  volume  of 
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oldest  and  most  versatile  pro- 
pagandists, which  every  co- 
operator  should  read. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  RETROSPECT. 

MR.  A.  E.  WATERSONS  WORK  DURING  THE  PAST  SESSION. 
NEED  FOR  VIGILANCE. 

[By  Our  Parliamentary  Coiuiesi’ondent.] 


Canadian  Conditions. 

Isews  from  Canada  points  to  a good 
Jmrvest  this  year,  and  if  this  proves  correct, 
it  should  act  as  a stimulus  to  conditions  in 
lliul  country  which  sorely  needs  it.  The 
position  in  Canada  was  by  no  means  good 
war  broke  out;  too  many  people  were 
engaged  in  buying  and  selling  land,  and  too 
jeu  iM  working  on  it,  with  the  result  that  a 
lnml  boom  was  on  the  verge  of  collapse. 
IVur  requirements  brought  the  Canadian 
farmers  high  prices,  and  saved  many  of  the 
over-capitalised  industrial  concerns  in  this 
liist  from  bankniptcy,  but  the  war  resulted 
jn  Canada’s  building  up  a stupendous  debt 
per  head  of  the  population,  and  the  slump 
that  has  resulted  from  -the  work  of  our 
statesmen  at  Versailles,  Ac.,  lias  hit  Canada 
very  hard.  The  Government  has  had  to 
take  over  two  or  three  great  railways  which 
would  otherwise  have  had  to  closedown,  and 
has  to  work  them  at  a loss;  and  the  fall  in 
prices  has  hit  the  Canadian  farmers  very 
hard,  and  unemployment  lias  been  rife.  Tn 
the  Canadian  cities  housing  conditions  are 
little  hatter  than  in  cur  own,  and  if  the 
harvest  hears  out  its  promise,  it  will  result 
in  nn  immediate  increase  in  the  wealth  of 
the  country,  with  consequent  activity  in  the 
building  and  other  industries.  A country 
based  on  agriculture  responds  immediately 
to  a good  harvest,  for  it  means  that  nature 
has  cnrii  bed  it,  and  the  profits  are  garnered 
immediately.  Britain,  to  keep  lier  popula- 
tion, must  continue  to  be  largely  a manu- 
facturing country,  but  it  will  be  a standing 
disgrace  to  the  statesmen  (!)  who  have  mis- 
governed her  for  the  past  generation  that 
they  have  permitted  her  agriculture  to 
decay. 

Increased  Coflee  Values. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Brazilian  , 
Traction,  Light,  and  Power  Company  Ltd., 
a Canadian  company  owning  tramways  gas, 
electricity,  and  telephone  systems  iu 
brazil,  appears  tlie  following  not?  with 
regard  lo  the  trade  position  in  Brazil. 

There  has  been  little  variation  in  ex- 
change during  the  past  six  months.  On 
the  other  baud,  toffee  which  represents 
about  GO  per  cent,  of  the  total  value. of 
exports,  has  greatly  advanced  in  price, 
and  in  consequence  the  deficits  shown  in 
the  trade  returns  of  the  first  seven  months 
of  1920  have  been  followed  by  successive 
credit  balances,  leaving  an  adverse  balance 
for  the  year  of  only  £1,879,000,  as  against 
£17,000,000  in  the  previous  year.  These 
favourable  conditions  have  continued  dur- 
ing the  present  year. 

Tt  will  he  observed  that  coffee  has  im- 
proved in  price,  and  as  was  shown  in  these 
notes  on  May  13th  last,  this  is  largely  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  Brazilian  Government 
has  taken  measures  to  prevent  a fall  in  the 
price  of  coffee  which  would  be  disastrous  to 
planters,' by  advancing  money  against  the 
commodity,  and."  thus  preventing  the 


By  Appointment. 

All  the  Year  Round 

the  Quality  and  Purity  ol 
Nestle’s  are  its  outstanding 
recommendation,  but  in 
Summer-time  there  is  this 
additional  reason  for  using  it 
—it  avoids  waste,  for  every 
tin  is  perfectly  fresh  and 
every  drop  is  delightful, 
however  hot  the  weather. 
There  is  equal  Quality, 

Purity,  and  Freshness  in 

Nestle’s  Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

the  richest  in  cream 

ideal  milk 

unsweetened  preferred) 

So/tf  at  an  Co-operative  Stores. 

nestle  s,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  e.c.3. 


planters  from  having  to  sacrifice  crops  at  the 
market  price  of  the  momeut.  For  this  pur- 
pose. the  Brazilian  Government  quite 
recently  borrowed  some  £9,000,000  sterling 
1 rum  America  and  tin's  country,  and  the 
course  of  coffee  prices  since  then  ill  the 
principal  markets,  viz.,  New  York,  Havre, 
and  Liverpool,  show  that  the  Government 
policy  has  been  successful.  At  o time  when 
several  commodities  are  still  being  sold  at  a 
price  below  their  cost  of  production  it  is  of 
considerable  importance  that  State  "regula- 
tion.of  prices  on  a big  scale  like  this  should 
have  proved  itself  successful.  Some  readers 
nmy  think  that  State  action  to  keep  up 
prices  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  com- 
munity, but,  taking  a long  view,  it  is  not 
good  for  the  consumer  that  producers  of  raw 
materials  should  have  to  sell  at  a loss,  for  it 
simply  means  that  many  of  them  disappear, 
then  production  diminishes  and  prices  hound 
up,  the  survivors  making  the  most  of  any 
shortage.  In  ether  words,  a loss  at  some 
time  simply  means  much  wider  fluctuations 
iu  the  price  of  the  commodity,  which  ;s  the 
worst  possible  thing  that  can  happen  for  nil 
concerned,  except,  perhaps,  a few  fortunate 
'speculators. 

Plantation  Risk*. 

Some  remarks  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  coffee  producer  were  made  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Dumont  Coffee  Company  Ltd., 
at  the  annual  meeting  the  other  day.  This 
company  owns  a - large  plantation,  or 
fazenda,  as  it  is  called  in  Brazil.  Like  many 
other  plantation  owners,  this  company  lost 
many  of  its  plants  two  cr  three  years  ago 
owing  to  exceptional  frosts,  and  will  have 
to  wait  until  -the  newly-planted  trees  are 
bearing  before  it  can  secure  its  accustomed 
yield.  Last  year  drought  seems  to  have 
been  fairly  universal,  for  the  Dumont  Com- 
pany refers  to  an  unprecedented  drought 
which  lasted  seven  months.  Owing  to  this 
drought,  the  present  yedr’s  crop  is  likely  to 
to  be  a small  one,  10,000,000  bags  against 
nearly  12,000,000  for  last  year,  whilst,  con- 
sumption is  estimated  at  between  19,000,000 
and  20,(X)0,000  bags  per  annum.  Existing 
stocks  on  July  1st  last  were  estimated  at 
8,(139,000  bngs,  or  less  than  six  mouths’ 
consumption,  and  of  these  the  Brazilian 
Government  holds  4,500,000  bags,  which, 
being  under  the  control  of  the  committee  re- 
presenting holders  of  the  recently  issued 
loan,  will  ba  sold  very  gradually.  It  looks, 
therefore,  as  though  the  price  of  coffee 
should  be  maintained,  and  be  more 
inclined  to  rise  than  to  fall. 

A Bankrupt  Country. 

One  of  our  allies  in  tlie  late  war  is  in  as 
bad  a way  as  the  defeated  nations.  I refer 
to  Portugal,  the  financial  position  of  wliich 
was  bad  enough  in  1914,  but  its  monetary 
unit,  the  escudo,  which  was  then  worth 
3s.  10jd:,  now  lias  a value  iu  sterling  of  loss, 
than  4d.,  which  in  turn  is  worth  less  than 
half  of  what  it  was  worth  a year  ago.  The 
Portuguese  Budget  for  the  current  year 
shows  a deficit  of  over  300,000,000  escudos, 
and  as  the  national  expenditure  is  consis- 
tently at  the  rate  of  a little  more  than  double 
tlie  income,  it,  does  not  look  as  though 
Portuguese  currency  is  likely  to  improve. 
The  Government  follows  the  usual  course  of 
printing  pnper  money,  and  the  notes  in  cir- 
culation, together  with  tlie  floating  debt, 
have  now  reached  a total  of  3,000  million 
escudos,  while  the  entire  population  of 
Portugal  is  less  than  that  of  the  county  of 
London,  being  under  five  millions.  Some  of 
the  country's  principal  products  are  largely 
dependent  upon  the  liquor  trade,  consisting 
as  they  do  of  wine  and  cork,  and  with  a world 
gradually  beeomiug  “dry”  prospects  are 
not  very  good  from  this  point  of  view. 
Portugal,  however,  has  some  Colonial 
possessions  in  tropical  Africa,  which  are 
much  coveted  by  other  nations  so  one  of 
these  days  we  jiliall  probably  hear  of  a 
“deal”  in  this  direction,  which  may 
ameliorate  Portugal’s  financial  position  for 
a few  weeks,  and  then  it  will  go  on  as 
before,  only  worse. 


QUITE  SATISFIED. 

Mn.  Wilson  Clayton  (C.W.S.  director), 
speaking  at  the  North  Northumberland 
district  conference  at  Amble  on  Saturday, 
said  he  was  sure  the  present  depression  was 
only  temporary,  and  the  C'.W.S.  was  quite 
satisfied  with  the  increased  trade  iu  London 
and  Manchester  during  the  last  few  months. 


During  a quiet  half-hour  in  the  House 
of  Commons  last  week,  I -was  able  to  obtain 
from  Mr.  Waterson  a brief  resume  of  his 
work  during  tlie  session.  The  Parliamen- 
tary machine  during  the  past  few  months 
has  been  driven  at  high  pressure,  and  of 
late  protracted  sittings  have  been  the  rule. 
The  Member  for  Kettering  has  stuck  closely 
to  his  duties;  his  record  of  service  indicates 
that  the  division  has  in  him  a faithful 
representative  aud  the  co-operative  move- 
ment a vigilant  champion. 

Tea  Without  Paper. 

“ One  has  been  exceedingly  interested,” 
Mr.  Waterson  stated  in  the  course  of  our 
chat,  “ with  the  expiration  of  the  Sale  of 
Food  Order.  I am  not  passionately  struck 
with  regulations  in  theory,  but  I have  to 
confess  candidly  that  in  these  orders  there 
were  at  least  one  or  two  regulations  from 
which  the  public  derived  great  benefit,  and 
they  should  be  maintained  during  peace 
time.  One  of  these  orders  was  that,  so  far 
as  tea  is  concerned,  it  should  be  sold  by  net 
weight.  A Bill  was  introduced  giving  effect 
to  this,  and  this  has  now  become  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  Mr.  Adamson  and  myself 
made  a strenuous  effort  to  induce  tlie  Gov- 
ernment to  reduce  the  minimum  weight 
from  two  ounces  to  one  ounce.  There  are 
many  old  pensioners  who  buy  their  tea  by 
the  ounce  and  half-ounce,  but  they  would 
not  have  the  benefit  of  the  Act  which 
afforded  protection  to  those  in  more  for- 
tunate circumstances..  The  Government  re- 
fused point-blank  to  accept  the  proposal, 
which  they  regarded  as  impracticable. 

Bread  by  Weight. 

“ The  matter  which  concerns  me  greatly 
at  the  moment  is  the  Sale  of  Bread  Order. 
Up  to  the  time  when  the  Sale  of  Food  Order 
was  initiated  bread  was  sold  under  what  is 
known  as  "the  assize  system.  The  Act  of 
Parliament  dealing  with  this  matter  has 
never  been  amended  since  1836.  -The  sale 
of  bread  by  weight  of  multiple  pounds  has 
been  a blessing  to  the  consumer.  Lord 
HathcreedaiPs  Committee,  upon  which  I sat 
as  a member,  deckled  that  the  practice 
should  continue,  and  should  be  made  into  a 
piece  of  permanent  legislation.  With  this 
object,  the  Government  introduced  a Bill, 
but  owing  to  the  shortness"  of  time  this 
session,  they  had  had  to  withdraw  it.  As 
the  Sale  of  Food  Order  expires  on  August 
31st,  and  Parliament  is  not  meeting  again 
until  November  14th,  there  would  have  been 
a gap  before  new  legislation  could  be  passed. 
Feeling  strongly  upon  this  question,  1 was 
fortunate  enough  to  get  the  Government  to 
accept  an  amendment  to  the  Expiring  Laws 
Bill.  This  fills  up  the  interim  until  the 
Government  can  reintroduce  the  Sale  of 
Bread  Bill.  This  was  opposed  by  various 
interests-  in  the  House,  but  they  were  only 
able  to  get  nine  members  in  the  division 
lobby  in  opposition  to  the  proposal.  Another 
matter  which  has  occupied  attention  is  the 
Bill  which  now  legalises  the  sale  of  self- 
raising  flours.  For  eighteen  months  one 
lias  been  struggling  with  this  question,  and 
one  can  now  rejoice  to  find  that  these 
labours  have  come  to  fruition.” 

Protecting  the  Milk  Consumer. 

“ Another  matter  in  which  1 have  been 
concerned  has  been  the  Milk  aud  Dairies 
Bill.  In  tiffs  connection  one  has  to  thank 
Mr.  Tarberfc  (of  the  C.W.S.)  for  the  services 
he  has  rendered.  Mr.  Alexander  and  I were 
able  to  draft  various  amendments  to  the 
Bill.  These  from  the  co-operative  stand- 
point made  the  Bill  much  better  than  when 
it  was  first  introduced.  Whilst  regretting 
that  the  Act  of  1915  is  still  to  be  postponed 
until  1925,  I am  at  least  prepared  to  accept 
the  Bill  as  amended  in  perferenee  to  the 
conditions  which  would  exist  without  this 
measure.  Tiffs  will  not  in  any  way  prevent 
my -agitating  to  demand  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  put  into  operation  the  Act  of 
1915.” 

Need  for  Vigilance. 

“ It  is  impossible  in  a brief  resume  to  go 
into  many  of  the  minor  details  that  trans- 
pire between  a member  and  various  Govern- 
ment departments.  One  con  safely  say  that 
in  this  direction  one’s  hands  have  beeu  well 
filled.  Deputations  to  Ministers  on  behalf 
of  the  co-operative  movement  have  been  the 
order  of  the  session.  The  Finance  Bill  has 
gone  past  its  stage  without  any  further 
attempt  to  encroach  upon  our  movement, 
hut  in  this  respect  it  is  well  that  eo-opera- 
tors  should  not  take  the  matter  lightly. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  strengthen 


their  political  power  in  order  to  resist  any 
attacks  which  may  be  made  in  the  future. 

“ 0ne  w as  able  to  get  in  a word  for  the 
co-operative  movement  on  a small,  innocent 
measure  named  the  Public  Works  Loan  Bill. 
It  will  now  be  possible  for  co-operative  so- 
cieties when  they  engage  in  co-operative 
building  enterprises,  on  the  production  of 
the  necessary  mortgages,  to  get  an  advance 
from  the  Public  Works  Loan  Board  to  the 
extent  of  75  per  cent,  of  the  actual  outlay. 
This  is  apparently  a new  departure,  and 
whilst  I do  not  anticipate  that  many ‘socie- 
ties will  take  advantage  of  it,  the  fact  that 
the  principle  is  recognised  is  a step  in  the 
right  direction.  The  subject  of  trusts  and 
combines  has  been  dealt  with  in  the  ques- 
tions and  answers.  The  Government’s  delay 
in  dealing  with  this  matter,  in  my  judg- 
ment. is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  afraid 
to  act  because  of  the  powers  of  vested 
interests.” 

General  Election  Prospects. 

In  reply  to  a question  as  to  the  possi- 
bility. of  an  early  appeal  to  the  country, 
Mr.  Waterson  replied:  “ I hold  the  view 
that  the  Government,  in  making  its  Budget 
this  year,  have  deliberately  budgetted  in 
order  to  secure  a surplus.  I feel  that  tlie 
Government  will  introduce  another  Budget, 
taking  advantage  of  the  surplus  of  the 
current  year.  There  will  possibly  be  a 
reduction  in  taxation  on  beer,  sugar,  Ac., 
and  also  will  .relieve  vested  interests  in 
some,  forms  which  will  appeal  to  them. 
Having  this  year  relieved  the  income  tax 
payers,  dropped  the  sinking  fund,  and  made 
a slight  reduction  in  the  taxes  on  tea,  cocoa, 
and  coffee,  the  Government  will  then  be  in 
a position  to  declare  to  tlie  country  that 
they  nave  relieved  taxes  all  round.  " I feel 
that  between  now  and  twelve  months  hence 
the  General  Election  will  have  taken  place.” 


THE 

COMING  CO-OPERATIVE 
TRADE  CAMPAIGN. 

AN  APPEAL  FOR  INFORMATION. 
[To  tue  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir, — Congress  at  Brighton  passed  s 
resolution  authorising  the  Joint  Capital 
Committee  to  become  a Joint  Trade  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  inaugurating  a 
national  campaign  to.  increase  co-operative 
trade.  It  was  passed  unanimously  and 
almost  without  debate,  but  no  one  is  found 
to  assert  that  the  action  was  either  preci- 
pitate or  premature.  On  the  contrary, 
rather,  it  met  the  deeply-felt  want  of  the 
time. 

As  the  campaign  is  intended  to  be  a 
national  one,  tin’s  appeal  is  rendered  neces- 
sary, for  national  movement  will  be  im- 
possible unless  every  interested  individual 
gives  whole-hearted  support.  We  cannot 
afford  to  be  without  tlie  aid  of  any  live  co- 
operator,  whether  it  be  manager,  secre- 
tary, committee-man,  or  member.  Co- 
operative trade  is  struggling  against  con- 
ditions unique  in  its  history.  We  are  not, 
as  in  the  early  days,  when  poverty  first 
drove  the  workers  to  co-operation  fof 
safety,  faced  with  a rule-of-thumb  system 
c.f  shopkeeping,  which  gave  a wide  margin 
to  work-  upon,  but.  with  trustified  methods 
that  demand  from  us  a high  grade  cf  science 
and  skill,  if  we  are  to  meet  them  success- 
fully. Hence  this  appeal  to  all  with  wide 
co-operative  experience  to  give  their  imme- 
diate help  to  the  Joint  Trade  Committee, 
which  has  held  its  first  meeting,  and 
intends  to  get  energetically  to  work. 

Practical  hints,  advice,  information, 
statistics  that  will  be  of  use  in  making  a 
trade  campaign  successful,  are  all  wanted. 
There  is  a wide  variation  in  methods  of 
management,  in  salesmanship,  in  attract- 
ing trade  and  membership.  We  need  a 
pooling  - of  knowledge.  Managers,  sales- 
men, and  others  are  therefore  asked  to  put 
down  on  paper  a short  description  of  any 
method  of  attracting  trade,  which  they 
have  found  successful,  aud  to  send  it  at  once 
to  the  secretaries  of  the  Joint  Co-operative 
Trade  Committee,  Holyoake  House,  Hnn- 
over-street,  Manchester,  or  to  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society,  99,  Leman- 
sbreet,  London,  E.  Tlie  information  will 
be  tabulated,  and  the  results  published  iu 
some  convenient  form. 

-Just  one  more  paragraph.  As  you  read 
this  appeal  you  may  be  tempted  to  think 
that  it  does  not  apply  to  you.  Yet  out  of 
the  1,400  managers  of  co-operative  societies 
you  may  be  just  the  one  who  has  tried  a 
new  method  and  secured  a special  success; 
or  you  uvny  be  a member  who  has  seen  or 
heard  of  a new  method.  Do  not  put  tho 
“ News  ” down,  promising  yourtelf  to 
write  when  you  are  “not  so  busy.”  Plea  so 
get  paper,  jvn  and  ink,  and  write  now.— 
Yours,  Ac., 

T.  Hohiiocks,  \ Jo;„t  Secretaries. 

B.  \\  ILHAMS,  I 
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MOVEMENT  IN  SWEDEN  DURING  1921. 

A REVIEW  BY  HERRE  AXEL  PAHLMAN,  THE  ADVISER  ON 

ORGANISATION  TO  THE  SWEDISH  UNION. 


In  the  yearly  report  of  the  Kooperativa 
Forlmndet — the  Swedish  C.W.S.  and  C'.U. — 
for  the  previous  year  are  published  some 
interesting  facts  about  the  extension  of 
the  movement  in  Sweden. 

The  number  of  societies  which  are 
members  of  the  Union  is  922.  Statistical 
information  has  been  given  by  896  socie- 
ties. The  membership  in  the  local  societies 
was  253,436,  an  average  of  282.  The 
members’  share  capital  has  increased 
from  13,626, 756  crowns  to  15,831,768 
crowns,  a total  increase  of  2,205,012  crowns, 
which  is  equal  to  16  per  cent,  of  the  share 
capital.  The  funds  have  increased  to 
10,044,494  crowns  by  1.862,846  crowns— 
that  is  22.77  per  cent.  The  sale.s  in  the 
local  societies  amounted  to  227,746,416 
crowns.  It  is  a numeral  decrease  of 
27,697,005  crowns,  but,  owing  to  falling 
prices  and  unemployment,  the  result  is  re- 
garded as  good.  The  average  purchase  per 
member,  during  1920,  was.  1,061  crowns, 
and  during  1921,  898  crowns. 

Stocks  and  Depreciation. 

Of  course  both  the  gross  and  the  net 
profit  are  decreased,  depending  on  tlie 
decreased  turnover,  but  there  is  also 
another  cause,  the  policy  of  prices  caused 
by  the  members’  hard  conditions  of  labour 
in  many  societies.  The  gross  profit  was 
26,521,695,  with  a numeral  decrease  of 
1,054,082  crowns.  The  net  profit  amounted 
to  6,237,740  in  637  societies,  but  there  were 
not  less  than  236  societies  that  showed  a 
loss  of  1,911,937  crowns,  most  of  which 
have  got  their  losses  by  depreciation  on 
stocks,  becauso  many  of  the  societies  in 
remote  villages  must  have  large  and  heavy 
stocks  of  goods  duryig  some  time  of  the 
year.  The  %tocks  of  goods  are  decreased 
in  value  from  35,838,515  crowns  to 
24,477,676  crowns.  The  decrease  of  stocks 


amounted  to  a numeral  sum  of  11,360,839 
crowns,  or  31.70  per  cent.,  of  the  value  of 
stocks  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Weakness  of  Credit  Trading. 

A real  weak  point  is  the  credit  trading. 
Although  the  amount  owing  by  members 
for  goods  to  societies  has  decreased  during 
the  year  by  105,046  crowns  to  2,346,475 
crowns,  a number  of  societies  that  in  the 
previous  year  sold  only  against  cash  now 
report  that  they  sell  on  credit.  But  this 
is  due  to  the  hard  conditions  of  the  workers 
and  members  of  societies ; and  it  is  neces- 
sary to  take  ujj  this  question  vigorously  in 
the  local  societies  during  the  year. 

It  is  hard  in  Sweden  to  manage  the  costs 
of  distribution  in  the  societies,  many  of 
which  have  had  to  cut  down  this  cost  to  a 
proportion  more  in  keeping  with  the  sales 
of  the  societies.  However,  having  regard 
to  the  healthy  "principles  of  Swedish  co- 
operation in  previous  years,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  movement  Will  be  able  to  manage 
through  these  hard  times. 

Good  Progress  and  Confidence.  ' 

The  sales  of  the  Swedish  C.W.S.  for  the 
half-year  ended  June  30th,  1922,  amounted 
to  28,772,245  Swedish  crowns,  which,  against 
the  same  period  in  the  previous  year,  is 
only  a small  increase  of  33,463  Swedish 
crowns,  but,  if  considered  in  connection 
with  the  decrease  in  prices  during  the  time, 
in  reality  it  shows  good  progress. 

The  deposits,  which  by  law  are  taken 
only  from  members  belonging  to  local 
societies  joined  to  the  Union,  show  good 
confidence  in  the  Swedish  co-operative 
movement.  The  deposits  which  are  taken 
both  on  short  and  long  withdrawal,  have 
increased  from  13,166,524  crowns  to 
14,340,729  crowns,  or  a total  increase  of 
1,174,205  crowns. 


FOR  WAR-TIME  CHILDREN. 

HOW  GERMANS  LOOK  TO  THEM. 

A war-time  establishment  by  the  great 
German  co-operative  society — the  “ Pro- 
duktion  ” of  Hamburg — is  a Children’s 
Recreative  Home  on  the  coast  of  the  Baltic 
Sea,  where  a novel  enterprise  is  being 
carried  out  successfully.  Some  1,027 
children,  ranging  in  age  from  ten  to  fourteen 
yearn,  have  been  sent  there  from  January 
loth  to  December  loth  last  year,  and  taken 
care  of.  It  is  a delight,  according  to  the 
report,  to  see  children  who  have  suffered 
privation  reviving  under  the  genial  influ- 
ence of  a month's  stay  at  a time. 

The  average  gain  in  weight  per  child 
throughout  the  year  is  4.341bs.  per  child. 
The  cost  of  maintenance  per  child  for  the 
year  1918  was  50  marks  a month ; but  since 
then  the  cost  has  gone  up — to  400  marks 
per  child  per  month  in  1921,  with  a prospect 
of  reaching  600  marks  or  more. 

The  administration  declares  that  for  the 
“ Produktion  ” the  highest  principle  is 
“To  do  good  is  the  best  capital." 


AMERICAN  CATHOLICS. 

START  UNIVERSITY  STORE. 

The  National  Council  of  the  Catholic 
Church  of  America,  two  years  ago,  declared 
for  co-operation,  and  urged  its  followers  to 
join  the  movement  actively.  The  Catholic 
clergy  and  their  press  took  up  the  idea ; 
and  now  there  has  come  into  being  the 
Intercollegiate  Co-operative  Society  at  the 
Marquette1  University  in  Milwaukee. 

“The  formation  of  this  organisation," 
says  the  “ Daily  American  Tribune.”  a 
Catholic  organ  in  Iowa,  “ indicates  that 
this  great  Catholic  institution  of  learning 
is  going  to  lend  its  students  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  history,  principles, 
and  methods  of  the  co-operative  movement 
in  America.  When  going-  back  to  their 
homes  and  spheres  of  influence,  these 
students  then  naturally  should  seek  to 
carry  out  into  practical  life,  in  city  and 
country  in  the  United  States,  what  they 
learn  about  the  values  and  service-power 
of  co-operation.’* 


LIGHT  AND  POWER.  g§ 

WHAT  SWISS  AND  FINNS  DO. 

A popular  form  of  co-operative  enterprise 
in  Switzerland  is  the  use  of  electricity. 
Whole  villages  are  being  served  by  co- 
operative societies  furnishing  electricity  at 
cost  to>  light  homes,  run  machinery,  and 
provide  household  comforts  for  the  people. 
These  village  co-operatives  raise  money  to 
buy  a turbine,  place  it  in  one  of  the 
swift  streams  draining  the  mountain 
snows  of  the  Alps,  and  generate  light  and 
power  for  the  countryside.  Farmers’  wives 
m longer  churn  by  hand-power,  or  iun  their 
sewing  machines  in  the  old  fashion. 

The  Finnish  co-operators  are  also  generafr- 
ing  electrical  light  and  power  similarly.  The 
peasants  of  Finland  are  harnessing  their 
beautiful  mountain  streams,  conducting  the 
current  thus  generated  to  neighbouring 
cities  and  villages,  and  putting  it  to  work 
in  the  homes,  factories,  and  co-operative 
dairies. 

In  Russia,  the  Barovioh  Valdai  -Co- 
operative ' Society,  covering  an  extensive 
territory,  has  instituted  electric  lights  in 
250  out  of  the  480  villages  in  the 'district. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


“ MORT  AUX  CO-OP  E RAT  I VESl" 

Alt.  over  France  the  private  traders  are 
uttering  this  cry,  “ Death  to  the  Co-opera- 
tives!" The  campaign  is  being  run  on  the 
same  lines  that  we  are  so  familiar  with  fn 
our  country : it  is  one  of  infamous  calumny. 
Let  the  French  take  courage  from  their 
British  comrades  who  have  survived  many 
such  campaigns. 

ONE  WAY  TO  HELP  RUSSIA. 

A notable  enterprise  in  international  co- 
operation is  that  of  the  Amalgamated 
Clothing  Workers  of  America,  a very  live 
labour  body  thatriias  successfully  organised 
the  men’s  clothing  workers  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  which  has  ventured  on 
a million  dollar  company  to  operate  the  con- 
cession of  six  clothing  factories  in  Petrcgmd 
and  three  in  Moscow.  The  Russinn- 
Ainerican  Industrial  Corporation,  as  the  r.e>v 
organisation  is  called,  is  jointly  managed  by 
the  Supreme  Council  of  National  Economy 
of  the  Soviet  Government  and  by  the  Ameri- 
can Corporation,  each  side  having  an  equal 
number  of  votes. 


LABOUR  AS  AN 

INSPIRATION. 

It  was  an  inspiration,  surely,  that  led 
Dr.  Richard  Wilson,  B.A.,  to  compile  this 
little  anthology,  whose  theme  is  the  recogni- 
tion by  the  greatest  minds  of  the  innate 
dignity  of  labour.  It  is  heartening  for  the 
worker  to  know  that  the  painter  and  poet 
have  always  been  with  him.  One  could  not 
imagine  a Millet  or  Burns  wasting  his 
genius  upon  a company  promoter  with  silk- 
ribboned  monocle  and  lavender  socks. 

What  a vivid  and  wonderful  picture  of 
the  England  of  Edward  the  Third  and 
Richard  the  Second  is  that  portrayed  in 
William  Langland’s  “Piers  Plowman.” 
From  the  Malvern  Hills  the  poet  dreams  and 
visualises  his  pageant.  Like  carvings  in 
strong  relief  his  figures  stand  out.  Here 
is  the  Plowman’s  wife — a sliarer  in  sordid 
travail : — 

His  wife  walked  him  with 
with  a long  goad, 

In  a cutted  coat 
cuttecl  full  high. 

Wrapped  in  a wynwe  sheet 
to  weren  her  from  weders 
Barefoot  on  the  bare  ijs 
that  the  blood  folwede, 

And  at  the  land’s  end  lay 
a little  erom  bolle, 

And  therein  lay  a little  child 
lapped  in  cloutes, 

And  tweyne  of  tweie  yeres  old 
opon  another  side, 

And  all  they  sung  a song 

that  sorrow  was  to  heren, 

They  cried  all  one  cry 
a careful  note. 

Chaucer  is  represented  in  the  presence  of 
some  of  his  pilgrims,  including  the  Webber, 
the  Shipman,  and  the  Poor  Parson  who 
“ Ferst  he  wroughte,  and  after  that  he 
taughte,”  and  who  “ coude  in  litel  thing 
have  sufficienoe.” 

There  is  a passage  from  Henry  George’s 
“ Progress  and  Poverty  ” of  vital  truth  and 
interest,  and  which  could  be  set  down  intact 
as"  the  first  article  of  belief  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement. 

Here  is  the  law  oif  progress,  which  will 
explain  all  diversities,  all  advances,  all 
lialts,  and  retrogressions.  Men  tend  to 
progress  just  ob  they  come  closer  to- 
gether, and  by  co-operation  with  each 
other  increase  the  mental  power  that 
may  be  devoted  to  improvement;  but  just 
as  conflict  is  provoked,  or  association  de- 
velops inequality  of  condition  and  power, 
- tliis-  tendency  to  progression  is  lessened, 
checked,  and  finally  reversed. 

It  is  pleasant  to  meet  again  the  characters 
from  Scott,  George  Eliot,  Mfs.  Gnskell,  and 
Barrie,  and  to  re-read  a selection  from  “ The 
Old  Red  Sandstone  ” of  Hugh  Miller  and 
Hood’s  “ Sofig  of  the  Shirt.”  But  Carlyle, 
iii  a rushing,  thundering  torrent  of  phras- 
ing, seems  to  worm  out  a channel  of  splen- 
did truth,  as  though  through  solid  rock:  — 

Labour  is  life : from  the  inmost  heart 
of  the  worker  rises  his  God-given  force, 
the  sacred  celestial  Life-essence  breathed 
into  him  by  Almighty  God ; . . . 

Knowledge?  . . . Properly  thou  hast 
no  other  knowledge  but  what-  thou  hast 
got  by  working : the  rest  is  yet  all  a 
hypothesis  of  knowledge;  a tliiug  to  be 
argued  of  in  schools,  a thing  floating  in 
clouds,  in  endless  logic-vortices  till  we  try 
and  fix  it.  “Doubt,  of  whatever  kind, 
can  be  ended  by  action  alone.” 

Three  attractive  poems  are  included  by 
Joseph  Skipse.v,  the  miner  poet,  who  won 
the  friendship  of  Ruskin  and  Burne-Jones. 
“ Get  Up!”  is  typical  of  his  work. 

Get  Up  ! 

“ Get  up!”  the  caller  calls,  “Get  up!" 

And  in  the  dead  of  night, 

To  win  the  bairns  their  bite  and  sup, 

I rise  a weary  wight. 

My  flannel  duddeti  donn’d,  thrice  o’er 
My  birds  are  kissed,  and  then 
I with  a whistle  shut  the  door 
I may  not  ope  again. 

Cobden-Sanderson  writes  of  “ Ideals  in 
Industry.”  Ruskin,  Wordsworth.  Dickens 
are  here,  and  Tennyson,  with  his  " Northern 
Farmer.”  William  Morris  discourses  qn 
“ The  Potter,"  and  Tolstoy  on  the  Little 
Devil  who  won  the  encomiums  of  his  chief 
by  teaching  the  peasant  how  to  distill 
“ vodka”  from  his  grain. 

It  is  a most  companionable  and  cheering 
volume.  Messrs.  J.  M.  Dent  and  Co.  are 
to  be  congratulated  upon  their  “ King’s 
Treasures  " series,  of  which  Professor  Sir 
A.  T.  Quiller-Couoh  is  the  chief  editor,  and 
to  which  “Literature  and  Labour  ’ ’ be- 
longs. Amongst  the  eighty-nine  volumes 
issued  there  is  no  lack  of  choice  and  variety  : 
Shakespeare,  Conrad,  Hakluyt,  “ Alpha  of 
the  Plough,’1  Ruskin,  Modern  Poetry, 
Dickens,  Hardy,  and  a host  of  other  in- 
triguing names.  The  notes  and  questions 
attached  to  many  make  them  particularly 


valuable  to  secondary  schools  and  studen^ 
and  they  are  really  of  pocket  size,  to  c«rr^ 
about,  and  browse  upon  at  odd  times  and  ^ 
odd  corners.  The  price  seems  to  vary  be, 
tween  Is.  6d.  and  Is.  9d.  Our  Co-operate 
Guilds  and  Circles  might  do  worse  thjtt 
note.  x. T 

THE  “LABOUR  MONTHLY" 

The  “ Labour  Monthly  ” (Labour  Publishing 
Co.  Ltd.  6d.)  for  August  contains  an  article 
by  Mr.  John  Jagger  in  which  he  deals  with  the 
co-.opeiativc  movement  as  the  Corn niisja tin 
of  Labour.  “ We  speak  of  Labour  and  Co. 
operation  as  two  movements.  Actually  they 
are  two  expressions  of  the  same  people," 
The  article  deals  with  the  relationship  th^ 
in  the  mind  of  the  writer,  ought  to  exist  1*. 
tween  the  woman  with  the  basket  and  ( 
man  with  the  spade.  Some  of  the  strictures 
passed  upon  co-operative  committees  are 
scarcely  deserved.  “ The  movement  is  fight, 
ing  hard  for  its  right  to  pay  only  such  rate, 
as  can  be  enforced  upon  its  competiton." 
That  does  not  put  the  matter  fairly.  Increase 
the  cost  of  an  article  by  paying  higher  wages 
than  a competitor  pays  and  the  competitor’! 
goods  will  be  bought  and  tho  co-operative 
goods  left.  The  editorial  notes  in  the  Auguit 
“ Monthly  ” review  in  an  interesting  fashion 
several  important  matters,  among  them  the 
question  of  a political  alliance  between  Labour 
and  Liberalism.  It  is  clear  that  the  editor 
does  not  stake  much  on  the  permanency  of 
the  independence  resolution  passed  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  he  seems  to  bo  as  satisfied  as  some 
Labour  leaders  that  events  will  force  the  Labour 
Party  into  an  alliance  which  it  may  at  the 
present  despise. 


C.I.S.  QUARTERLY. 

The  second,  number  of  the  " C.I.8. 
Quarterly  Review  ’’  has  come  to  hand, 
and  all  associated  with  its  production  mint 
be  congratulated  on  the  result  of  tlieir 
efforts.  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  contribute 
an  interesting  “ foreword,”  and  lie  ex- 
presses the. view  that  “the  genei.il  public 
is  gradually  realising  that  it  is  only  through 
the  medium  of  co-operation  that  it  ran 
look  for  any  improvement  in  the  conditions 
obtaining  to-day.”  The, great  majority  of 
the  articles  are  written  by  well-knon 
members  of  the  staff,  and  should  prove® 
tremely  useful  to  all  concerned  in  tie 
welfare  of  the  society.  -There  is  al 
topical  cartoon,  which,  we  are  liifofnud. 
was  drawn  by  an  “ardent  co-operator  who 
is  a labourer  in  a mineral  water  factory  is 
Scotland.’’ 


Worcester  Society's  educational 
niittee  have  acquired  a recreation  fidd..-'*! 

A resolution  recommending  t lie 
mittee  not  to  apply  for  a renewal  of  |n<- 
wine  licence  was  defeated  at  the  nolw 
Society's  half-yearly  meeting. 


Nature’s  Greatest  Foods 

Pure  rich  hiilk  and  choice  malted 
wheat  and  barley — Nature’s  most 
valuable  foods— are  combined 
in  Nestle’s  Malted  Milk.  It  is 
a beverage  delicious,  refreshing) 
and  healthful  beyond  compare’ 


Rich  in  nourishment  (of 
body  and  brain,  eiijS'J 
digested,  Neste's  Malted 
Milk  is  a food  for  evetf' 
one — young  or  ° ’ 
strong  or  weak.  It  btutf* 

health  and  strength  10 

the  delicate;  it  mamtflio 

and  confirms  the  fit" 
of  the  fit.  A nighty 

that  ensures  sound,  re 

ful  sleep.  The 
name  that  it  bears  1 
sure  guarantee. 

tlCQTI  E'Si 
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brussels_school. 

good  LECTURES;  GOOD 

VISITS  ; AND  GOOD  COMPANY. 


CO-OPERATION  ON  THE 

CONTINENT. 


Iast  week  a correspondent  described  Hie 
opening  of  the  International  Summer  .School 
at  Brussels.  This  week  we  give  in  outline 
the  iirst  course  of  lectures.  In  the  next 
issue  wo  propose  td  publish  the  remaining 
notes  on  the  sclicol  forwarded  by  our 
correspondent. 

A week  of  good  things— that  is,  the  uni- 
versal opinion  of  the  students  attending 
the  International  Co-operative  Summer 
Scliool  at  Brussels— good  lectures  full  of 
information  and  encouragement;  good 
visits,  adding  to  the  students’  knowledge 
of  co-operative  activities  and  methods  as 
veil  as  of  Belgian  life ; good  company, 
making  every  minute  of  every  hour  a source 
of  pleasure  and  joy  to  all.  W hat  more  could 
he  desired? 

The  official  welcome  to  the  students  was 
„iven  on  the  Monday  evening  after  arrival, 
ft  took  place  at  La  Mnison  du  Peuple 
(People's  House,  the  co-operative  cafe  and 
headquarters),  when  L’Office  Cooperatif 
Beige  (the  Belgian  Co-operative  Union)  and 
La  Mnison  du  Peuple  (the  Brussels  Co- 
operative Society)  entertained  the  students 
most  hospitably.  Words  of  greeting  and 
welcome  were  spoken  by  Mr.  V.  Serwy 
(secretary  of  L’Office  Cooperatif  Beige) 
and  Mr.  A.  Octors  (general  manager  of  La 
.liaison  du  Peuple).  They  both  spoke  in 
cordial  terms  of  English  co-operators,  and 
expressed  the  great  pleasure  it’  gave 
Belgian  co-operators  to  see  and  entertain 
their  English  and  other  .comrades  in  Bel- 
gium. They  desired  to  make  the  visit  a6 
pleasant  and  as  profitable  as  possible,  and 
tendered  the  best  wishes  of  their  organisa- 
tions as  well  as  their  own  good  wishes  for 
die  success  of  the  school.  Mr.  A.  Duudet- 
Bancel  (French  Co-operative  Union),  who 
has  been  one  of  the  lecturers  during  the 
week,  spoke  of  the  great  pleasure  it  gave 
him  to  participate  in  such  an  important 
international  movement.  Professor  Hall, 
replying  for  the  students,  thanked  Belgian 
co-operators  *(and  their  colleagues  in  the 
trade  union  and  labour  movements)  for 
what  they  had  done  to  make  possible  the 
holding  of  the  school  at  the  Belgian 
Workers'  High  School,  and  also  thanked 
them  for  the  warm  welcome  and  splendid 
hospitality  that  had  been  given  that  even- 
ing. At  the  same  time,  and  on  behalf  of 
the  Central  Education  Committee  of  the 
British  Co-operative  Union,  he  conveyed 
the  greetings  of  the  committee  to  the 
students.  Mr.  Lnnsdowhie,  who  was  for- 
merly a member  of  the  staff  at  Balloon- 
street.  and  is  now  iresident  in  Brussels, 
assisted  in  the  translations  and  in  making 
the  students  feel  at  home.  Among  the 
friends  present  was  Air.  Baxter,  of  the 
C.W.S.  soap  works,  who  happened  to  be  in 
Brussels  on  business. 


Belgian  Methods. 

The  educational  items  in  the  progrnmm 
of  the  school  began  on  Monday  morning 
when  Air.  H.  de  Alan  (principal  of  th 
Workers’  High  School)  commenced  hi 
course  of  lectures  on  the  Belgian  Workers 
Movements.  There  were  numerous  quei 
tions  at  the  end  of  each  lecture,  and  a kee 
discussion  about  the  merits  of  Belgia 
methods.  Air.  de  Man  gave  informativ 
answers  to  these  questions,  and  dealt  in  a 
admirable  manner  with  the  questions  raise 
“the  discussion.  The  general  impressio 
Jett  on  the  minds  of  the  students  was  tha 
there  are  many  points  to  be  learned  b 
British  co-operators  from  the  Belgian  « 
operative  movement.  These  points  centre 
Particularly  round  the  question  of  politic.' 
action,  inter-relations  with  other  labou 
oodies,  and  social  and  educational  activities 
The  second  lecture  course  delivers 
during  the  week  was  that  given  by  All 
Uaudet-Bancel  on  the  French  Co-operativ 
movement.  As  he  was  a strong  uphold* 
w co-operators’  neutrality  in  politics,  a 
umirable  comparison  with  the  Belgia 
dnfcr  organisation  as  explained  by  Mi 
trlk  *,  "as  made  possible,  and  this  cor 
uoiitod  materially  to  the  keenness  of  th 
»si°n  which  followed  the  lecture! 

kctqrer  explained  that  there  was  n 
former  ® m°vemeut  in  France  towards  .th 
mati°n  of  regional  o^  district  societic 
r uie  amalgamation  of  societies,  thong 
, wclared  against  a national  society.  S 
0T~.ii  s.  movement  has  been  attended  wit 
‘Oollent  results. 

and  « °f  efJth  lccture  was  in  Frencd 
lotmn  students  were  aided  by  trail 
Wh, 118  Professor  Hall,  and  the  foil 

quer  "°re  each  followed  by  a volley  f 
krl»  USiia,l“  a lCG<?n  discussion,  partici 
a Jun'!-  * . question  of  politics,  this  hein 
diswnn'j n 'vllicl1  somc  of  the  student 

piQ.ved  a lively  interest. 

c,-"P«ratio„  in  Germany. 

K lecturer  of  the.  week  was  AIi 

of’  tilnroijpr?  °f  the  Banking  Departmer 
Societv  wrman,  . Co-operative  Wholesal 
operu'i,'-  >i,s  811  Eject  was  ore  German  C< 
of  co.  ® Movement.  He  traced  the  growt 
bun  of  (i!on  m Germany  and  the  forim 
different  * e v«riou8  unions  embracin 
evidence  JPf?s  of  e°ci©ty,  giving  statistic.' 
of  society0'  t lie  ?rowtE  °f.  H'e  various  type 
®°-ODent';..an-  evolution  of  the  preset 
e ..organisation  in  German.' 
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EDUCATIONISTS 

RIPE  FOR  A 

REVIVAL. 

PROMISING  EXPERIMENT 

OUTLINED. 

During  the  past  month  a most  valuable 
and  deeply  significant  piece  of  work  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  joint  secretaries  of  the 
Manchester  Co-operative  Fellowship.  Recog- 
nising that  deeds  are  more  eloquent  than 
words,  Aliss  M.  Colliding  and  Air.  W.  P. 
Watkins — wfio  do  the  work  of  the  Fellow- 
ship between  meetings — decided  that  the 
time  has  come  to  spread  co-operative  know- 
ledge in  Cottonopolis.  They  therefore  drew 
up  several  different  courses  of  six  lectures, 
and  issued  a circular  to  Men’s  and  Women’s 
Guilds  and  other  co-operative  organisations 
in  and  around  Manchester,  at  the  same  time 
offering  to  supply  lecturers  free  of  charge  to 
■each  body  willing  to  include  one  of  the 
courses  in  its  winter  programme. 

Needless  to  say,  educational  and  guild 
secretaries  simply  jumped  at  the  chance  of 
securing  lecturers  lor  nothing.  Almost  a 
score  of  societies  and  guilds  promptly  wrote 
declaring  their  willingness  to  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  if  good  lecturers  were 
provided,  and  as  a result  Air.  \\  atkins  has 
had  th'3  delightful  task  of  fixing  speakers 
and  dates  for  about  eighty  different  lectures ! 
This  task  has  been  accomplished,  so  during 
the  winter  several  courses  of  educational  lec- 
tures of  a definitely  co-operative  character 
will  be  delivered  by  members  of  the  Man- 
chester Fellowship.  Lectures  will  he  given 
on  the  History  and  Principles  of  Co-opera- 
tion and  on  the  Social  Problem  and  its 
Solution.  The  lecturers  will  include  Miss  J- 
Edghill,  B.Sc.,  Aliss  E.  AI.  Fountain,  Airs. 
Dora  Taylor,  Professor  Hall,  M.A.,  Mr.  W. 
P.  Watkins,  B.A.,  Air.  T.  Ellison,  and  others 
whose  names  are  household  words  in 
educational  circles. 

Work  that  Counts. 

This  piece  of  work  is  significant  chiefly 
bemuse  it  shows  what  can  be  dune  by  a band 
of  volunteers.  From  first  to  last  the  whole 
plan  of  campaign  was  designed  and  curried 
out  unofficially  by  unofficial  persons,  who 
offered  their  services  simply  because  they 
desired  to  spread  knowledge  and  had  a 
mind  to  work.  Not  one  of  the  lecturers  will 
receive  payment.  Apart  from  the  conscious- 
ness that  they  have  tried  to  do  something 
worth  doing,  none  will  gain  anything  but 
hard  labour,  acliing  heads  and  weary  leet, 
chilblains  colds,  and  attacks  of  influenza  n« 
a result  of  their  lecture  engagements.  Upon 
this  wry  fact,  all  concerned  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated. Educational  committees  and 
guilds  can  be  complimented  because  they 
have  had  that  good  sense  to  accept  a nee 
gift,  i-ank-and-file  co-operators  because  they 
will'  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  really 
good  lectures,  members  of  the  Fellowship 
because  they  are  setting  others  a good 
example  of  voluntary  service. 

Good  examples  are  worth  verj’  little,  how- 
ever, if  they  are  not  copied  and  imitated. 
What  the  Manchester  Fellowship  ha3  done 
to-day  must  be  done  elsewhere  to-morrow. 
Why  ‘should  not  other  live  men  and  women 
unite  for  a similar  purpose  in  other  co-opera- 
tive strongholds  ? There  should  be  a Co- 

operative Teaching  Fellowship  in  every  large 
town.  From  Ixmdon,  Leeds.  Birmingham, 
Newcastle,  Glasgow,  and  other  centres, 
bands  of  missionaries  should  go  forth  to 
lecture  on  co-operation  and  equally  impor- 
tant social  subjects.  Undoubtedly  the  time 
-is  ripe  for  a great  revival.  The  world  is 
waiting  for  a big  effort  to  spread  co-opera- 
tive ideas  and  to  turn  the  peoples’  thoughts 
towards  co-operation,.  Why,  then,  should 
not  all  who  prdfess  and  call  themselves  co- 
operators  educationists,  teacher,?,  and  the 
like,  freely  give  their  time  and  talents  to 
the  cause' during  the  coining  winter?  Jf 
they  did,  there  would  be  a new  spirit  stir- 
ring in  the  dry  bones  of  co-operative 
organisations.  Men  would  almost  believe 
that  the  great  souls  associated  with  the  old 
Guild  of  Co-operators  of  forty  years  ago  had 
again  donned  the  trappings  of  mortality ! 

Nor  is  this  Manchester  experiment  the 
only  straw  showing  in  what  direction  the 
winds  of  thought  are  blowing.  There  are 
other  signs  that  teachers  and  members  of 
educational  committees  now  realise  that  they 
are  appointed,  not  to  talk  about  education, 
but  to  educate.  . There  is  a real  difference 
betwen  these  two  tilings.  It  is  very  pleasant 
to  sit  at  one's  ease  and  listen  to  clever 
speakers  while  they  explain  why  and  how 
the  workers  should  he  taught.  It  is  no  less 
.delightful  to  discuss  the  co-operator’s  need 
,qF  knowledge,  .and  to  affirm  that  something 
must  really  be  done  to  put  co-operative 
ideas  into  other  people's  heads!  Vet,  after 
all,  talk  about  education  is  hot  education. 
Co-operation  is  not  a creed  to  be  repeated, 
hut  a method  to  lie  practised.  “ Those  alio 
do  the  works  shall  know  the  doctrine  ” ; and 
those  who  do  notively  engage  in  the  work  of 
tlie  movement,  who  move  about,  among  co- 
operators,  who  travel  and  see  what  the  co- 
operative movement  is  and  what  it  is  doing 
in  the  world,  learn  far  more  of  co-operation 
than  those  who  merely  study  in  the  schools. 


Of  formal  teaching,  systematic  instruction, 
co-operators  are  never  likely  to  have  too 
much ; but  undoubtedly  the  time  lias  come 
when  tlie  more  conventional  mc-tlicds  of  im- 
parting co-operative  knowledge  must  be 
supplemented  and  extended  by  the  adoption 
of  other  methods  enabling  the  student  to 
study  the  ideal  in  the  real. 

True  Education. 

The  summer  schools  organised  by  the  Cen- 
tral Education  Committee  meant  a step 
a Way  from  old  formalism  towards  new  forms ; 
the  summer  schools  overseas  are  a further 
step  in  the  same  direction;  In  reality,  the 
Co-operative  International  School  at 
Brussels,  which  ended  last  Saturday,  was 
educative  in  the  true  sense  because  it  gave 
forty  British  co-operators  an  opportunity  of 
going  overseas,  and  of  meeting  foreign  co- 
operators  on  their  native  soil.  Good  lectures 
were  given  at  the  school  by  distinguished 
lecturers ; but  even  if  no  lectures  had  boon 
given,  the  school  would  have  been  truly 
educational,  if  only  because  all  who  attended 
it  returned  home  having  enlarged  their 
knowledge  of  the  world. 

So,  too;  will  tho  oo-operativc  tour  in  Scot- 
land, which  begins  next  week,  be  justified. 
The  forty  co-operhtors,  old  and  young,  who 
have  taken  advantage -of  this  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  best  parts  of  Scotland . will  not 
attend  any  lectures,  neither  will  they  sit  in 
class-rooms,  with  notebook  and  pencil  ready 
to  record  any  words  of  wisdom  chat  may 
chance  to  fail  from  the  teachers’  lips.  But 
they  will  be  living  together  and  travelling 
together  for  a fortnight.  They  will  see  the 
world  in  company,  and  Hercules  himself 
would  not  be  able  to  prevent  then)  from  talk- 
ing about  the  co-operative  movement  over 
the  teacups  and  when  they  go  to  bed! 
Hence,  all  will  return  to  the  less  beautiful 
parts  cf  Britain,  knowing  more  than  they 
did  when  they  started,  and  convinced  that 
there  is  more  in  every  form  of  co-operative 
association  than  they  had  ever  guessed 
before. 

Travel  and  Teaching. 

As  these  new  notions  of  oo-operative 
teaching  find  lodgment  in  the  minds  of  tlio.se 
.v-lio  organise  and  direct  oo-operative  educa- 
tion, attempts  will  undoubtedly  be  m.yle  to 
devise  new  modes  of  study.  Why  not  com- 
bine the  joys  of  travel  with  the  task  of 
teaching?  It  is  good  to  take  co-operators  to 
see  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  and  the  lakes 
of  Ireland,  tlie  mountains  of  Switzerland 
and  the  sights  cf  Paris.  It  would  be  better 
still  to  take  theii  to  visit  the  birthplaces  of 
co-operative  pioneers  and  the  scenes  of  early 
experiments  m co-operative  industry.  Very 
few  co-operative  teachers  and  members  of 
educational  committees  have  ever  seen  the 
house  in  which  Robert  Owen  was  born  or  the 
grave  in  which  Mitchell  is  buried.  Fewer 
still  have  visited  New  Lanark  in 'Scotland, 
Tytlierley  in  Hainpsliire,  or  Ralahine  in 
County  Clare ; or  even  Toad-lano.  Rochdale. 
Teachers  tell  their  students  of  places  which 
they  have  never  seen  and  describe  places 
upon  which  they  never  yet  looked  with 
mortal  eyes.  So,  in  much  co-operative 
teaching,  imagination  is  made  to  serve  as  a 
substitute  for  knowledge. 

Clearly,  the  time  is  not  distant  when  the 
Central  Education,  Committee  of  the  Co- 
operative Union,  or  the  Co-operators’  Edu- 
cational Fellowship,  or  a Travel  Guild,  or 
some  entirely  new  and  unofficial  body,  will 
organise  visits  annually  to  places  famous  m 
co-operative  history.  Why  not  a co-opera- 
tive toair  to  the  Robert  Owen  country,  and 
a public  celebration  in  honour  of  that  great 
co-operative  idealist  and  teacher?  Why  not 
visits  to  the  scenes  of  his  boyhood  and  early 
life,  and  a AVelsli  musical  festival,  followed 
by  a public  lecture  and  estimate  of  his  work 
and  teaching  by  a person  competent  to  deal 
with  so  large  a subject?  Thereafter,  in  sub- 
sequent years,  similar  tours  and  celebrations 
could  be  arranged  in  honour  of  75.  V.  Neale, 
Tom  Hughes,  Charles  Kingsley  and  other 
choice  spirits  whose  example  still  inspires 
many  among  the  present  generation  of  ro- 
operntors  to  labour  in  the  cause  ennobled 
by  their  lives  and  teaching. 

What  do  students  and  teachers  think  of 
these  suggestions?  How  many  actually 
realise  how  their  adoption  would  stimulate 
interest  in  the  history  of  co-operation,  and 
kindle  new  enthusiasm  in  student  and 
teacher  alike?  Who  would  take  advantage  of 
such  opportunities  if  commemoration  tours 
were  organised  annually  by  a central  body? 
What  tlie  disciples  of  Comte  have  done  co- 
operators  would  be  well  advised  to  imitate. 
There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  such 
tours  and  celebrations  should  not  be  a«  suc- 
cessful as  were  those  at  which  Air.  Frederic 
Harrison  spoke  in^  honour  of  Alfred  the 
Great,  George  Washington,  and  Oliver 
Cromwell.  Tlie  time  has  come  to  break  new 
ground  in  the  field  of  co-operative  education. 
Folks  who  are  content  to  stick  in  a rut  will 
most  surely  die  in  one. 


Among  the  Educationists  " will  appear  in 
the  " Co-operative  News  " for  the  second 
Saturday  of  every  month  till  further 
notice.  At  the  earliest  opportunity  the 
feature  will  be  introduced  at  shorter 
intervals. — Ei>.,  “C.  N.” 


THE  GUILD  SYSTEM 

AND  CO-OPERATION. 

ALD.  JOHNSTON  AND  THE 

“NEWS"  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 

SiR,— Re  your  articles  in  the  “ News  ” on 
the  Guild  system  of  controlling  and  conduct- 
ing industry.  It  will  require  something 
much  more  drastic  to  convince  the  ordinary 
members  of  co-operative  societies,  and  even 
the  so-called  leaders  of  the  movement,  of 
the  necessity  of  applying  co-operative  prin- 
ciple to  industry,  so  that  the  workers  may 
be  able  to  realise  the  oft-repeated  and 
applauded  phrase,  “ The  first  charge  on  in- 
dustry must  be  the  lull  remuneration  of 
labour  ” — a principle  the  justice  of  which 
I have  never  seep  or  heard  repudiated  in  tho 
co-operative  movement  nor  in  other  sections 
of  the  community  wliere  righteousness  and 
justice  are  admitted  as  tho  ruling  principle 
of  our  daily  lives,  I have  endeavoured  to 
bring  the  Guild  method  before  the  move- 
ment ever  since  its  practical  inception  over 
two  years  ago,  through  tlie  “News,”  co- 
operative conferences,  the  North-Western 
Section  and  Central  Boards  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Unioiij  and  so  recently  as  February 
19th  of  this  .vear  I wrote  to  the  United 
Board,  the  executive  body  controlling  tho 
work  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  suggesting 
that  “ the  relations  of  labour  and  capital 
should  be  a principal  subject  for  discussion 
at  the  annual  Co-operative  Congress  at 
Brighton,”  but  instead  of  that  tlie  United 
Board  decided  to  have  a paper  prepared 
and  read  on  “ The  Financial  Position  of  the 
Co-operative  Movement  in  Relation  to  New 
Forms  of  Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade” — a fitting  subject  for  discussion  at 
jocal  conferences,  but  not  for  the  costly  and 
important  annual  Congress  of  the  move- 
ment. 

Your  “ Special  Commissioner  ” seems  to 
assume  that  on  the  part  of  the  Guild  there 
is  “ definite  opposition  to  C.W.S.  produc- 
tions,” but  if  the  co-operative  movement  is 
not  working  in  accordance  with  its  own 
principles,  opposition  on  the  part  of  another 
movenient  such  ns  the  Guild,  whose  basic, 
principles  are  that  labour  shall  be  the  first 
charge  on  industry,  shall  have  continuous 
pay,  no  lost  time  for  bad  weather,  sickness, 
or  holiday,  control  and  partnership  in  in- 
dustry, it  justifies  its  existence,  as  there  is 
no  security  for  the  community  save  in  the 
willingness  and  ability  of  labour  to  produce 
without  stint  by  fellowship.  Strikes  and 
labour  disputes — curses  to  the  community — 
would  then  cease,  evils  from  which  our  co- 
operative movement  is  not  free,  n§  our 
largest  workshops  are  carried  on  practically 
by  the  same  methods  as-  capitalistic  indus- 
try, whereas  in  the  copartnership  form  of 
industry  in  the  co-operative  movement, 
where  the  Guild  principles  I have  named 
above  are  practically  in  operation,  strikes 
are  unknown.  That  the  Guild  will  not 
retain  profit  on  its  work  for  its  own  use, 
the  following  example  will  show:  — 

They  carried  out  a contract  for  workers’ 
houses  for  the  Corporation  of  Bournemouth, 
under  the  conditions  of  labour  I have 
already  enumerated,  and  the  balance  of  the 
contract,  £3,815,  after  meeting  all  charges 
for  the  work  and  other  expenses,  was  dis- 
tributed as  follows: — Interest  on  share 
capital  at  5 per  cent.,  reserve  fund  7|  per 
cent.,  education  fund,  social  fund,  and  share 
redemption  fund  2$  per  cent,  each;  of  the 
remaining  80  per  cent.,  40  per  cent,  was 
carried  forward,  and  the  remaining  40  per 
cent.,  £1,526,  was  handed  to  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Bournemouth  in  the  form  of  two  gift 
houses. 

This  system  of  moral  industry  induces 
the  members  of  the  Guild  to  give  of  their 
best;  so  the  Guild  not  only  does  its  work 
thoroughly,  with  the  best  economic  result, 
which  cannot  always  be  said  about  some  of 
our  co-operative  works  departments,  en- 
abling it  to  compete  successfully  in  com- 
petitive industry,  for  recently  in  a list  of 
sixteen  tenders  from  some  of  the  best  firms 
in  and  around  Manchester,  received  by  a 
committee  of  the  Manchester  Corporation 
on  which  I net,  the  lowest  was  from  the 
Building  Guild  for  £12,636,  the  highest 
tender  being  over  £16,000,  the  C.W.S. 
building  department  being  fourth  on  the 
list.  “ Facts  are  ohiels  that  winna  ding.” 
and  the  illustration  I have  given  will  show 
that  the  sooner  the  people  who  direct  the 
work  of  the  co-operative  movement  recog- 
nise and  put  into  operation  the  principle 
on  which  it  is  based,  it  will  make  rapid  and 
substantial  progress  towards  the  attain- 
ment of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. — 
Yours  truly,  James  Johnston. 

Manchester,  T - - * 


[Continued  from  first  column.] 

[Ong  the  many  interesting  points  learned 
the  students  was  that  in  tlie  Carman 
sumers’  co-operative  movement  societies 
not  permitted  to  sell  to  non-members; 
t tlie  average  purchases  per  member 
•e  increasing  before  the  war  and  had 
passed  the  British  figure  ; and  that  the 
foment  in  Germany  is  strictly  neutral 
political  matters. 

’his  course  is  not  yet  finished  at  the  time 
penning  this  report,  and  Air.  Schroder 
yet  to  deal  with  several  interesting 
nts  in  connection  with  the  German  Co- 
rative  Alovement.  The  two  lectures 
xidy  given,  like  those  given  by  Mr,  de 
n,  were  given  in  excellent  English,  and 
e followed  by  numerous  questions  and 
interesting  discussion  in  each  case, 
•rofessor  Hall  has  also  given  one  lecture 
liis  course  on  tlie  British  Co-operative 
rement.  The  remainder  are  to  be  given 
t week,  when  there  will  be  more  students 

n ntlmr  cMintrioc  nmiont 
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SHOPPING  CARNIVAL. 

GILLINGHAM,  ROCHESTER  AND 

CHATHAM  COMBINE. 

EXCELLENT  DISPLAYS. 

Great  interest  was  aroused  by  shopping 
carnival  organised  by  the  Chatham,  Gilling- 
ham, and  Rochester  Societies,  which  was 
continued  from  July  26th  to  August  5th. 
Last  year  the  co-operative  societies 
organised  a similar  event,  which  was  so 
successful  that  they  decided  to  repeat  the 
experiment  this  year. 

On  the  opening  day  a procession  of  deco- 
rated vehicles,  accompanied  by  pedestrians 
in  fancy  dresses,  and  led  by  bands,  paraded 
the  districts  covered  by  the  three  societies, 
and  attracted  a great  deal  of  attention. 

But  the  elaborate  window  displays  were 
the  special  feature  of  the  event,  and  a tour 
of  the  shops  provided  unlimited  interest  for 
both  sexes  of  all  ages. 

At  Gillingham. 

The  headquarters'  shops  in  Gillingham 
High-street  were  Exceedingly  attractive, 
ana  the  lengthy  string  of  flags  and  bunting 
along  the  row  of  shops  presented  a very  gay 
appearance.  The  drapery  shop  was  a 
woman's  paradise.  In  the  window  of  the 
furnishing  department,  an  ingenious  mind 
had  erected  a dream  cottage,  complete 
“ with  roses  round  the  door,”  and  sur- 
rounded bv  shady  nooks.  The  grass  plot 
in  front  of  the  building  had  been  invaded 
1)3'  King  Sport,  and  a tennis  court  was 
marked  out  according  to  scale,  and  rncquets 
and  balls  lay  ready  for  use.  The  confec- 
tionery department  had  a beautiful  display 
in  the  nature  of  a golden  wheatslieaf,  with 
the  scroll,  ' ‘ Labour  and  Wait.”  The 
various  branch  shops  in  the  town  were  also 
enterprising  in  their  window  dressing. 

Chatham’s  Windows. 

What  may  aptly  be  described  as  “ A 
West-End  display’  ” met  the  eye  of  the 
traveller  from  Luton  Arches.  The  millinery 
window  glittered  in  an  entrancing  gold 
effect,  and  was  largely  devoted  to  a har- 
mony in  gold  and  brown,  all  the  head- 
dresses being  in  tone  and  the  colours  all 
set  to  match.  The  linen  department  showed 
pretty  and  useful  fancy  linen  on  a back- 
ground of  under-lining  of  green,  presenting 
a filmy  and  fascinating  effect.  The  win- 
dows of  the  outfitting  department  presented 
in  front  of  an  old-world  garden  scene,  com- 
plete with  rockery,  a boy  attired  in  a.  smart 
new  blazer  fishing  in  a lake  of  real  water. 
Cool  and  comfortable  summer  suits  were 
also  on  view.  The  boot  department  windows 
were  replete  with  shoes  which  might  have 
been  worn  by  Cinderella  when  she  went  to 
the  ball,  as  well  as  boots  for  ardent  pedes- 
trians. A daintily  set-out  tea  garden  with 
rose-wreathed  arch  and  mossed  floor  had 
been  staged  by  Mr.  D.  Peters  at  the  Luton- 
road  grocery  department. 

Rochester's  Display. 

The  Rochester  depots  were  all  in  pic- 
turesque attire,  showing  refined  taste  for 
the  occasion.  The  outstanding  feature  of 
the  High-street  show  was  a splendid  rising 
sun  effect  produced  in  one  of  the  drapery 
windows.  The  island  window  was  daintily 
set  out  with  “ Unitas  ” handkerchiefs,  and 
the  third  window  presented  a simple  but 
effective  panorama  composed  of  fancy  linen 
goods  of  every  description.  The  boot  de- 
partment set  forth  a window  replete  with 
all  the  necessities  for  those  who  travel 
upon  Shanks’  pony.  The  display  was  set 
out  under  an  effective  dado.  Fragrant 
soaps  and  all  the  necessities  for  cleanly 
bodies  and  homes  filled  one  window  of  the 
grooery  department.  The  other  window 
was  given  over  mainly  to  lemonade  in  glass 
and  packet  and  delicious  lime  juice  cordials 
in  bottles.  A cocoa  and  chocolate  window 
and  a tea  window  were  the  alluring  features 
of  the  Strood  grocery  depot.  The  boot  and 
shoe  store  was  effectively  dressed,  and  the 
outfitting  window  offered  a fascinating  dis- 
play of  smart  summer  ties,  collars,  and 
hosiery,  and  an  attractive  show  of  rendy- 
mndo  suits. 

“ Wlieut  is  the  staff  of  life  ” was  the 
message  emanating  from  the  Deice  depot, 
where  one  of  the  windows  was  an  object- 
lesson  in  the  process  of  the  transformation 
of  wheat  into  C.W.S.  flour,  and  flour  into 
C.W.S.  bread  and  C.W.S.  biscuits. 

During  the  shopping  carnival,  members 
were  admitted  without  the  payment  of  an 
entrance  fee,  and  every  purchaser  of  2s.  6d. 
worth  of  goods  received  a coupon,  which 
was  numbered.  Later  the  holders  of  certain 
numbers  were  awarded  the  prizes. 


Another  indication  of  the  excellent  pro- 
gress being  made  by  the  Coalville  Co-opera- 
tive Junior  Choir  was-  its  success  in  the 
annual  choral  competition  at  Coalville  on 
Saturday,  when  in  open  competition  it  won 
the  handsome  challenge  shield  presented  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Hawley,  of  I.eiceste’r 
Grange,  Hincklew  and  the  first  prize.  The 
tost  piece  was  “ Once  upon  a time  ” (Gran- 
ville Bantock),  and  Mr.  Charles  Jessop,  of 
Sheffield,  was  .the  adjudicator.-  The  choir 
sang  beautifully  under  the  conductorship 
of  Mr.  Fred  Clay,  and  were  easily  first, 
gaining  94  out  of  a possible  100  marks.  The 
choir,  run  in  connection  with  the  educa- 
tional committee  of  the  Coalville  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  was  onlv  formed  a season  or 
two  ago,  and  has  rendered  the  society  good 
service  at  propaganda  meetings. 


IN  THE  “GARDEN  OF  ENGLAND.” 


STUDY  AND  PLAY  AT  THE  FOLKESTONE  SCHOOL. 


NEW  ROLE  FOR  MR.  WATERSON,  M.P. 


[By  Oun  London  Coiiuespondent.] 


A happy  band  of  students  is  this  week 
enjoying  illimitable  delights  of  communal 
life  at  the  Grange,  Folkestone,  which,  for 
the  fourth  year  in  succession,  is  being 
utilised  for  the  Southern  Summer  School. 
They  come  from  far  distant  South  Wales, 
from  the  co-operative  stronghold  of 
Leicester,  from  Reading,  Guildford,  Man- 
chester, Swindon,  Wultham  Cross,  Raynes 
Park,  and  other  parts.  Mr.  A.  E.  Water- 
son,  M.P.,  resting  from  an.  arduous  Parlia- 


mentary session,  is  experiencing  for  the  first 
time  the  unique  pleasures  of  a summer 
school.  Councillor  Hampton,  who  is  the  Co- 


operative candidate  for  the  Sparkbrook 
Division,  is  also  extending  his  knowledge  at 
the  school.  Mrs.  Stein  (Birmingham)  has 
broken  her  journey  on  returning  from  Brus- 
sels, full  of  enthusiasm  from  the  impressions 
gained  at  the  International  Summer  School. 
There  are  several  students  who  are  sampling 
the  charms  of  Folkestone  for  the  first  time, 
and  they  are  loud  in  their  praises  of  the 
fascinations  of  this  favourite  seaside  resort, 
together  with  their  appreciation  of  the 
splendid  facilities  which  the  Grange  affords 
for  summer  school  purposes.  The  Grange 
is  a high-cluss  preparatory  school  where 
youths  are  prepared  for  the  Navy  and  Army; 
for  three  weeks,  when  it  is  in  co-operative 
occupation,  it  admirably  serves  the  purpose 
of  fitting  co-operators  more  effectively’  to 
combat  the  problems  which  have  to  be  faced 
in  seeking  to  build  up  a new  world  on  a 
basis  of  amity  and  brotherhood. 

Words  of  Welcome. 

The  formal  welcome  of  the  students  took 
place  on  Saturday  evening  in  the  school- 
room. It  was  a reminder  of  old  times  to 
find  oneself  sitting  again  at  a school  desk. 
On  this  occasion  there  was  absent  the  fear 
of  file  schoolmaster’s  frown,  for  all  was  free 
and  unrestrained.  Already  the  students 
had  welded  themselves  into  a family, 
imbued  with  one  common  object. 

Cordial  words  of  welcome  came  from  Mr. 
T.  Ellison,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  Miss 
J.  Edghill,  B.Sc.,  is  in  charge  of  the  school. 
There  was  one  note  of  regret,  and  that  was 
the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Rae,  who 
was  to  have  been  in  charge.  It  would  be  a 
great  disappointment,  Mr.  Ellison  said,  that 
Mr.  Rae  had  not  been  able  to  come  south, 
but  this  visit  would  have  to  be  deferred 
until  next  year.  It  was  impossible  for  any- 
one adequately  to  take  Mr.  Rae’s  place; 
he  was  a lovable  man,  big  in  body,  mind, 
and  heart.  Those  who  were  new  to  the 
school  would  find  that  there  were  two  main 
purposes.  The  most  important  part  was 
real  fellowship.  They  were  living  for  a 
short  time  a communal  life  which  we  were 
aiming  at  bringing  into  existence  for  the 
whole  community.  They  also  came  there 
with  a desire  to  acquire  more  knowledge 
about  the  movement  in  which  they  were 
interested. 

Miss  Edghill,  in  supporting  the  welcome, 
said  the  Central  Education  Committee  had 
been  very’  successful  in  finding  delightful 
places  for  summer  schools.  She  enlarged  on 
the  interesting  historical  associations  of 
Folkestone.  In  joining  in  the  note  of  regret 
at  Mr.  Rae’s  absence,  Miss  Edghill  sug- 
gested that  the  students  should  send  a letter 
to  Mrs.  Rae,  expressing  best  wishes  for  her 
speedy  recovery.  This  suggestion  was 
carried  out  subsequently,  on  the  proposal 
of  Mr.  Powell  (Gyiilclford),  seconded  bv  Mrs. 
Stein. 

Mr.  Morgan  (Western  Section)  extended  a 
welcome  to  the  students  on  behalf  of  the 
Central  Education  Committee,  and  joined  in 
tli'e  sorrow  at  Mr.  Rae’s  absence.  Owing 
to  the  depression  in  trade,  three  of  the 
'schools  had  to  be  abandoned  this  year.  This 
was  only  a temporary  check,  and  when  mat- 
ters became  normal,  the  schools  no  doubt 
would  increase  in  number  and  usefulness. 

Greetings  from  Brussels. 


that  local  government  was  to  be  considered, 
and  in  this  connection  he  emphasised  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  drawbacks  of  the  pre- 
sent system  was  that  local  authorities  failed 
to  take  advantage  of  existing  statutory 
powers.  .They  should  have  no  housing  prob- 
lems if  the  laws  dealing  with  this  question 
were  properly  carried  out. 

Education  and  Life. 

Mr.  Ellison  on  Sunda3'  morning  gave  an 
address  on  “ Education  and  Life.”  Educa- 
tion, he  explained,  had  many  goals,  but  it 
was  all  summed  up  m the  one  word  “ life.” 
The.  mission  of  education  was  to  touch  life 
and  its  life-long  process.  The  chief  object 
was  not  to  make  one's  own  life  worth  living, 
but  to  make  other  people's  lives  worth 
living.  This  was  the  message  which  co- 
operative education  had  to  give  humanity. 
Unless  co-operation  was  intended  to  re- 
generate the  common  life  of  the  people,  and 
unless  it  was  going  to  be  a great  force 
working  together  for  redemption  purposes, 
education  was  worthless — it  was  condemned. 

Penal  Reform. 

On  Sunday  evening,  Miss  Edgehill  gave 
a drawing-room  talk  on  " Penal  Reform,” 
showing  the  failure  of  the  present  prison 
system  as  a preventative  or  cure  of  crime. 
Some  new  facts  were  given  as  to  methods 
which  have  been  adopted  in  America  with 
a view  to  making  ..prison  life  reformative. 
There  was  a brisk  discussion  at  the  close, 
in  which  Mr.  Morgan'  (chairman)  and 
others  took  part. 

The  school  settled  down  to  their  studies 
on  Monday  morning,  when  Mr.  Ellison  gave 
the  finst  of  a series  of  five  lectures  on 
“ Modern  Problems  of  .Industry,”  dealing 
with  the  need  to  realise  the  ethical  aspects 
of  industry.  The  subsequent  lectures  have 
touched  on  efficiency  in  industry,  including 
a reference  to  scientific  management  in 
America,  educational  methods,  concluding 
with  a review  of  the  human  factor  in  co- 
operative industry’. 

In  tlie  evening  Mr.  Ellison  has  taken  a 
class  on  ” The  History  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution,” and  Miss  Edghill  one  on 
“Local  Government.” 

Social  Intercourse. 

The  social  side,  of  course,  has  not  been 
neglected.  The  most  energetic  members  of 
the  party  climbed  to  the  top  of  Csesar’s 
Hill  oiuSunday  afternoon.  Others  dodged 
the  showers  in  listening  to  the  Horwicli 
Band  on  the  Leas.  This  very  capable  com- 
bination has  just  completed  a month’s  en- 
gagement at  Folkestone.  Their  playing 
was  a revelation  to  the  visitors  of  the  high 
standard  of  efficiency  which  has  been 
reached  by  the  northern  workmen’s  bands. 

Bank  Holiday  opened  with  a heavy  mist, 
which  eventually  lifted,  and  brightness 
prevailed  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  men 
and  women  students  played  a cricket  match 
on  the  school’s  spacious  ground.  Spirits 
were  high,  but  scores  were  low.  One 
refrains  from  writing  a discordant  note  of 
criticism.  Silence  is  golden  in  this  case. 
Although  the  cricket  was  not  up  to  Oval 
form,  everyone  appeared  to  have  a good 
time.  A tennis  tournament  has  also  been 
arranged,  for  which  facilities  are  afforded 
on  the  school  courts.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  in  conjunction  with  the  local 
society  for  a trip  through  rural  Kent,  and' 
other  events  are  contemplated,  including 
a social  on  Friday  evening,  for  which  Mr. 
Powell  is  arranging  the  programme. 

We  are  asked  to  state  that  there  are 
vacancies  for  students  at  the  school  during 
the  second  and  third  weeks.  Application 
should  bo  made  to  Mr.  C.  10.  Wood,  Holy- 
oake  House,  Hanover-street,  Manchester. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

Beccles. — The  half-yearly  meeting  v. 
held  in  the  Adult  School  Hall  on  Wednet 
day,  August  3rd,  the  attendance  being  nJ. 
quite  so  good  as  usual*  The  report  [.L.tJ 
that  the  sales  totalled  £49,048.  Sixty  novr 
members  had  been  accepted,  making  a‘ 
of  2,379.  Th©  share  capital  now  ’toed 
£23,518  3s.  4d.  After  paying  oil  tix^ 
expenses  there  remained  a balance 
£2,238  3s.  5d.,  from  which  a surplus  of 
Is.  9d.  in  the  pound  was  declared.  The 
president  (Mr.  G.  Lincoln)  read  a letter 
from  the  C.W.S.  auditors,  in  whi;li  it  „JS 
stated  that  by  steady  building  up  ,,'f 
reserves  and  . careful  depreciations  the 
societ3'  was  in  a very  satisfactory  tiniuuia| 
position.  One  of  the  retiring  committee- 
men  (Mr.  H.  Ward)  was  re-elected.  'i);p 
other  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of 
Mrs.  H.  Yoijeli  on  a second  ballot.  She  is 
the  second  lady  member  on  the  committee 
Under  any  other  business  the  question  of 
purchases  from  the  'C.W.S.  was  introduced, 
The  Chairman  explained  that  the  50  pej 
cent,  was  very  good  considering  t lie  diffi- 
culty there  was  in  getting  supplies  (This 
matter  is  raised  in  our  correspondent* 
columns  this  week. — Ed.,  “ C.  N.‘ '). 

Norwich. — The  adjourned  quarterly  meet, 
ing  was  held  on  Monday,  July  31st.  in  the 
Assembly  Rooms,  Agricultural  Hall;  Mr, 
W.  B.  Greenfield  (chairman)  presiding  over 
a large  attendance.  The  report  stated  that, 
-the  sales  for  the  half-year  amounted  to 
£251,552.  The  membership  stood  at  12,895. 
Share  capital  amounted  to  £202.760,  and 
the  small  savings  fund  stood  at  £13.613. 
The  surplus  for  the  half-year  was  £18,278, 
from  which  the  committee  recommended  the 
payment'  of  a dividend  of  Is.  8d.  in  the 
pound  on  members’  purchases,  making  the 
average  dividend  for  the  half-year  Is.  3d. 
in  the  pound.  Mr.  J.  W.  Horn  was  elected 
chairman,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Greenfield,  before 
vacating  the  chair,  thanked  the  members  foe 
their  support,  and  alluded  to  the  very  large 
increase  of  trade  during  the  nine  years  he 
had  been  president  of  the  society. 

Soho  (Smethwick). — The  quartet  ly  meet- 
ing was  held  on  Monday  last.  I'lie  direc- 
tors in  their  report  stated  that  there  \v,isa 
slight  upward  tendency  in  all  departments, 
and  that  they  hoped-  for  better  results  in  the 
near  future.  There  was  a slight  d<->  rease  in 
membership  and  sliaii'3  capital,  attributable 
to  general  trade  conditions.  A di\  iileml  of 
4d.  in  the  pound  was  declared.  Messrs.  IV, 
Harris,  J.  Hill,  and  W.  W.  Robinson  were 
elected  on  the  directorate.  A notice  of 
motion  making  it  a condition  of  employment 
that  every  employ^  should  be  a member  of 
a trade  union  and  a member  of  the  society 
was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Worcester. — There  was  a good  attendances 
of  members  at  the  Co-operative  Hull  un 
Thursday,  August  3rd,  to  consider  the  com- 
mittee's report  and  to  pass  tlie_  balance 
sheet  for  the  quarter  ended  June  ‘-’7th.  Mr. 
J.  Portman  (president)  occupied  the  chair, 
and  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report 
expressed  himself  well  satisfied  nidi  the 
results  of  the  quarter’s  trading.  In  spite 
of  the  large  amount  of  unemployment  awl 
the  consequent  lowering  of  the  spending 
power  of  the  people;  the  volume  ui  trade 
had  been  well  maintained,  and  the  thare 
capital — the  members’  savings—  showed  » 
substantial  increase.  The  sales  for  the 
quarter  were  .£63,526.  The  share  capitM 
was  £133,436.  membership  9,052.  and  divi- 
dend one  shilling  in  the  pound.  On  the 
education  committee's  report,  Mr.  Saxton 
congratulated  the  society’  on  the  possession 
of  the  recently  acquired  recreation  field  1“ 
Newtown-road.  A grant  of  £5  was  made  to 
the  Worcester  branch  of  the  Co-operative 
Women’s  Guild.  The  president  (Mr.  •• 
Portman)  was  unopposed,  and  Mr.  A-  • • 
Daniels,  Mr.  H.  Manning,  and  Mrs.  a. 
Foss  were  elected  to  the  committee. 


GRANT  TO  NORWICH 
MANAGER. 

TUMP  SUM  OF  £500. 


Mrs.  Stein  then  offered  a few  acceptable 
words,  in  the  course  of  which  she  conveyed 
from  Professor  Hall  hearty  greetings  from 
the  students  at  the  international  school  at 
Brussels.  She  gave  an  interesting  account 
of  the  extent  to  Which  co-operation  had  per- 
meated the  life  of  Brussels.  There  was  no 
bother  there.  Mrs.  Stein  explained,  as  re- 
gards political  action.  Labour  men, 
socialists,  and  co-operators  were  all  united 
in  political  work.  She  was  impressed  with 
the  fine,  grand  building,  the  Maison  clu 
Peuple,  the  two  large  theatres,  and  the 
cinema.  The  students  had  been  received 
most  heartily  everywhere.  They  owed  a 
great  (leal  to  Professor  Hall  for  the  valu- 
able assistance  he  rendered  to  the  students. 
Mrs.  Stein  eulogised  the  value  of  inter- 
national schools  in  enlarging  the  vision  of 
the  students  and  enabling  them  to  under- 
stand more  thoroughly  the  wider  problems 
of  co-operation. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Watenson.  M.P.,  responded  on 
behalf  of  the  students,  and  endorsed  the 
appreciation  Mrs.  Stein  had  given  of  the 
international  school.  The  continental  ex- 
perience gained  at  these  schools  would 
enable  them  to  secure  a larger  outlook  in 
life.  It  would  assist  them  in  endeavouring 
to  find  some  method  of  settling  their  inter- 
national disputes  around  a table  rather  than 
by  the  “ blood  and  iron  ” methods  of  the 
past.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  the  school 
would  prove  successful,  and  that  the 
students  would  derive  groat  advantage  from 
the  studies.  He  was  interested  in  seeing 


GALA  AT  GUILDFORD. 

A successful  procession  and  'fete  were 
recently  organised  by  the  Guildford  Trades 
and  Labour  Council  and  the  Guildford 
Society’s'  educational  committee.  A bright 
show  was  made  with  the  decorated  vehicles 
and  by  the  wearers  of  fancy  costumes,  many 
of  which  represented  C.W.S.  productions. 
Various  trade  unions  with  banners  also  took 
part.  The  judging  for  prizes  took  place  at 
the  Quarry,  the  judges  including  Alessrs. 
E.  Bridget*,  J P.  (Godaiming),  C.  W.  New- 
bold  (Woking),  and  F.  Waters  (Haslemere). 
Mr.  W.  Bennett  distributed  the  prizes.  An 
address  was  delivered  1)3T  Mr.  A.  Hainsworth 
(Royal  Arsenal  Society).  The  joint  lion, 
secretaries  were  Messrs.  E.  S.  Powell  and 
P.  H.  Oollick. 


SECTIONAL  CONFERENCES. 

The  Southern  Sectional  Board  have 
arranged  three  conferences  at  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Hall,  Leman-street,  for  the  forth- 
coming session.  The  first  will  be  held  on 
October  21st,  when  Mr.  Riddle’s  Congress 
paper  will  be  introduced  by  Mr.  R.  Hib- 
berd  (sectional  secretary).  On  January 
2nd  the  subject  to  be  dealt  with  is : 
“ Working  Together  in  the  Co-operative 
Movement.”  On  March  24th,  Professor 
Hall  will  speak  on  “ Pensions  for  Co- 
operators.’* 


A special  meeting  of  the  Norwich  8oci eq 
was  held  on  July  31st  to  consider  the  <lue  , 
tion  of  commencing  a superannuation  >“ 
and  of  making  a grant  to  Air.  3.  1 S ' 
J.P.  (general  manager),  on  his  resigning  • 
It  will  be  i*emen\bered,  from  particin 
previously  given  in  our  columns.  ■ 
Mr.  Gee  joined  the  society 
four  years  ago.  He  at  once  . 
an  active  part  in  the  movement.  ■ 
was  elected  a member  of  the  conn'11  Jo 
when  the  annual  business  was  £1.  >■  • . jB 
18&3  be  was  appointed  secretary,  am  . 
1904  he  took  up  the  position  ol  H ' 
malinger — a position  which  he  has  mi«  ^ 
credit  and  distinction  ever  since, 
sound  position  which  the  society  now  |5 
pies,  with  its  magnificent  resenc-. 
greatly  due  to  his  foresight  and  ;‘f0. 

Alter  discussion,  it  was  resolved  tin 
vision  should  be  made  for  the  supen inn  ^ 
tion  of  emplo3*ees  of  the  society,  am  ' „„ 
committee  of  nine  be  appointed,  rtj  .|fij 
tative  of  the  committee,  employee', 
members,  to  prepare  n scheme  or  1 -f 
Mr.  Witnrd  moved  that,  in  recognifo  f 
the  valuable  services  rendered  by  ; ‘ j t0 
Gee.  the  sum  of  £500  should  be  gra  J 

'“Sr.  W.  Hnn.es  n.ove.1  tl,c  fiTn 
amendment:  “ Delete  ‘£500,’  and  1 • I 
per  week  for  life,”  which  was  no  * 

Mr.  Witnrd’s  resolution  was  then  ^ 
by  a large  majority,  215  voting  1 
and  146  against. 
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[From  a Correspondent.] 


NEWS. 


SIGNAL  HONOUR  FOR  MR.  JAMES  DEANS. 

TRIBUTE  FROM  OLD  FRIENDS. 

SIR  WILLIAM  MAXWELL  ON  CO-OPERATION. 


from  our  own  reporter. 


This  signal  services  rendered  to  the  co- 
operative movement  in  Great  Britain  during 
his  now  completed  fifty  years  of  official  service 
to  the  cause,  were  recognised  in  a striking 
fashion  on  Saturday  last,;  when  lie  was  pre- 
sented with  his  portrait  (with  a replica  to 
bo  hung  in  the  Section  Offices),  and  a cheque 
for  £1,000.  Mrs.  Deans,  in  Recognition  of  her 
share,  in  her  husband's  sacrifices  and  her  care 
of  him  during  the  past  fifty  years,  was  pre- 
sented with  a beautiful  ring  adorned  with  a 
large  ultramarine  set  in  a cluster  of  diamonds. 
Mr.’  and  Mrs.  Deans  had  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  on  Tuesday  of  last  week,  and 
in  recognition  of  that  happy  event,  the  balance 
of  tlioYcstimonial  fund  (£5  10s.)  was  handed 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deans  in  a souvenir  wallet — 
as  the  S.C.vV.S.  president  said,  for  the  happy 
couple  to  spend  on  their  honeymoon. 


Mu. 


James 


Photo : 

Deans. 


The  presentation  took  place  in  the  assembly 
room  of  the  new  Scottish  Co-operative  Memorial 
Buildings,  and  formed  the  chief  part  of  the 
opening  festival.  Mr.  Jas.  Bayne  presided, 
and  on  either  side  of  him  sat  Sir  Win.  Maxwell 
and  Mr.  Deans.  Among  the  others  present 
on  the  platform  were  Lady  Maxwell  and  Mrs. 
Deans,  Mr.  Robert  ..Stewart  (S.G.W.S. ),  Mr. 
A.  Whitehead  (general  secretary  of  the  Co- 
operative Union).  Mr.  R.  Macintosh  (S.C.W.S.), 
Mr.  A.  Buchanan  (U.C.B.S.),  Mr.  J.  Lucas. 
M.A.  (Scottish  Section),  Mr.  Geo.  Brownbill 
(National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society), 
Mr.  George  Wilson  (treasurer  of  the  building 
committee).,  The  audience  was  large  and 
representative. 

Presentation. 


'llie  making  of  the  presentation  devolved 
upon  Mr.  Robert  Stewart  (chairman  of  the 
Scottish  Wholesale  Society),  who  lamented 
the  impossibility  of  describing  half  of  Mr. 
Deans  attributes  and  activities  on  behalf  of 
the  co-operative  movement.  Mr.  Deans  had 
been  a potent  force  in  co-operation.  His 
character  had  been  shot  across  the  co-opera- 
tive  horizon,  and  had  permeated  the  co- 
operators  of  the  country  with  goodwill  and 
pence.  (Applause.) 

'flint  was  a remarkable  meeting;  but  an- 
other remarkable  event  had  happened  during 
the  week.  On  the  Tuesday  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deans  had  celebrated  tlieir  golden  wedding, 
and  in  addition  to  'the  cheque  for  £1,000 
"ith  which  the  co-operators  in  the  country 
desired  to  mark  their  appreciation  of  Mr. 
Deans'  services,  he  had  in  his  hands  a wallet 
containing  Treasury  notes  for  £5  10s.,  which 
ho  was  to  hand  to  the  young  couple  for  their' 
honeymoon.  (Laughter.)  He  wished  them, 
God-speed,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
8ame  Father  Who  luul  directed  them  during 
all  these  years  would  continue  to  watch  over 
their  1 it o to  come. 

Mr  Stewart  also  referred  to  the  fact  that 
”?  entitled  “ Co-operative  Memories,” 
Air.  Deans,  had  been  published  by  the 
Rational  Co-operative  Publishing  Society. 
7?°  had  been  asked  to  present  to  Mr.  Deans 
tiere,  on  behalf  of  the  Publishing  Society,  a 
pecially-bound  volume  of  his  own  reminis- 
cences. 

Hie  committee,  he  pointed  out,  were 
-W1<m  S to  rec°g|1'^  Mr.  Deans  at  this  time, 
ut  they  were  also  conscious  of  what:  he 
e, to  the  ministrations  of  Mrs.  Deans,  nnd 
In*-,1  rr  , J askcd  him  to  present  to  hdr  a 
Hililul  diamond  ring.  (Applause.)  , [The 
,a  gitt  was  a portrait  of  Mr.  Deans,  pre- 
ln.  • to  himself,  while  a copy  was  tq  be 
o 1,1  the  hall  in  the  board-room  of  the 
+,  1 . Section.  Air.  Stewart  testifier!  to 
0 lntensc  pleasure*  it  gave  him  to  hand 
' j Diese  gifts  on  an  occasion  so  unique, 
«nd  propose  his  health. 

, ‘ho  audience  rose  en  masse,  singing 
■’  a Jolly  Good  Fellow.'' 


Mr.  Roller t Macintosh  (the  oldest  official 
of  the  S.C.W.S.)  joined  in  the  tribute  to- 
Mr.  Deans,  and  drew  attention  to  the  many 
long  distances  he  had  had  to  travel — and 
to  travel  on  foot — to  help  societies  in 
difficulties. 

Mr.  A.  Whitehead  (general  secretary  of 
the  Union)  also  paid  a tribute  to  Mr. 
Deans  from  his  thirty-five  years  of  associa- 
tion with  him.  Mr.  Deans,  he  said,  was  as 
well  known  over  the  Border  as  in  Scotland. 
He,  personally,  had  looked  upon  Mr.  Deans 
ns  a pattern,  and  testified  to  the  excellent 
work  lie  had  done  for  the  movement  during 
all  those  official  years. 

Mr.  Deans,  on  rising  to  reply,  was 
greeted  by  a cheering,  standing  audience. 
When  quiet  was  restored  he  confessed  that 
during  the  last  forty  or  fifty  years  he  had 
frequently  found  himself  in  positions  of 
great  difficulty,  but  never  in  a position  of 
greater  difficulty  than  the  one  he  occupied 
that  afternoon.  He  thanked  Mr.  Stewart 
and  the  others  who  had  spoken  for  the  kind 
words  said  about  himself  and  Mrs.  Deans, 
and  to  those  societies  and  individuals  who 
had  subscribed  to  that  handsome  testi- 
monial. He  appreciated  above  all  tbe- 
spirit  which  had  prompted  an  act  of  that 
kind.  One  -intense  pleasure  lie  had  was  in 
the  recollection  that  during  all  those  years 
he  had  never  made,  a personal  attack  upon 
anybody,  and  no  one  had  made  a personal 
attack  upon  him.  One  of  the  great,  things 
the  movement  had  to  accomplish  was 
unity,  and  if  they  could  not  all  think  alike 
they  would  at  least  agree  to  differ. 

The  Chairman  subsequently  presented  a 
copy  of  Mr.  Deans’  recollections  to  Sir 
William  Maxwell,  who  gracefully  acknow- 
ledged the  gift  and  described  that  day  as 
a red-letter  day.  He  confessed  it  was  a 
delight  to  him  to  hear  the  eulogies  passed 
on  Mr.  Deans,  who  was  one  of  his  oldest 
friends,  although  frequently  they  had  had 
stiff  fights  together  at  meetings  of  the 
Wholesale  Society, 

Sir  William  Maxwell's  Speech. 

After  lunch,  to  which  the  company  was 
entertained  by  the  S.C.W.S;,  the  toast  of  the 
“ Co-operative  Movement  ” was  proposed  by 
Sir  Wm.  Maxwell,  who  had  a cordial  greeting. 

Sir  William,  who  was  looking  remarkably 
well,  said  the  only,  justification  for  his  presence 
. there  was  to  show  the  poor  material  of  which 
the  great-  movement  was  made  fifty  years  ago. 
(Laughter.)  They  were  met  there  for  the 
purpose  of  dedicating  that  beautiful  building 
to  the  propagandist,  educational,  and  con- 
ciliatory work  of  the  co-operative  movement ; 
but  they  were  met  also  to  mark  their  high 
appreciation  of  the  long  and  faithful  service 
rendered  to  the  movement  by  one  of  its  most 
trusted  officials.  (Loud  applause.)  To  the 
few  men  remaining  who  took  an  active  part 
in  the  movement  fifty  years  ago  it  was  a great 
pleasure  to  note  the  great  expansion  that  had 
taken  place.  Many  members  have  but  a 
vague  idea  of  the  humble  origin  of  the  move- 
ment or  of  \yhht  the  founders  of  the  movement 
did,  by  self-sacrifice  and  faith  in  co-operative 
principles,  to  build  up  the  splendid  organisation 
of  to-day.  “ Those  men  who  suffered  so 
much  in  the  beginning,”  said  Sir  William, 
“ should  never  be  forgotten;  We  arc  the  direct 
heirs  of  their  noble  efforts.”  (Applause.) 
To-day  we  are  sharing  in  the  distress  of  an 
economically  distracted  world.  There  is  one 
lesson  that  must  come  to  us  from  this  after- 
math  of  war,  and  that  is : If  the  peoples  of 
the  world  are  consulted  there  shall  be  no  more 

war.  (Loud  applause.)  Looking’around,  and 
“ speaking  in  the  humble  capacity  of  a director 
of  a retail  society  ” — (laughter) — he  believed 
there  was  no  room  for  discouragement  or  dis- 
may. Normal  conditions  would  return  and, 
in  the  meantime,  his  advice  would  be  that 
directors  of  societies  should  give  evidence  of 
their  principles  by  fair  and  honest  transactions, 
and  they  would  weather  the  gale  better  than 
those  who  sought  only  their  own  aggrandise- 
ment. (Applause.) 

A Source  of  Morality. 

Proceeding,  he  said  he  always  had  a diffi- 
culty in  understanding  men  who  preached 
morality  in  every  walk  of  life  and  yet  treated 
the  co-operarive  movement  with  silent  con- 
tempt. If  these  people  wanted  to  spread 
morality  they  could  not  but  mention  the 
co-operative  movement  as  a source  of  morality. 
(Applause.)  Why  was  our  Statute  Book 
crammed  full  of' penalties  for  immoral  prac- 
tices in  trade'  ? It  was  because  the  people 
must  be  protected — (hear,  hear) — and  thero 

was,  therefore,  every  liopo  for  co-operation. 
In  an  earnest  plea  for  cash  trading,  he  pointed 
out  that  memoers  of  societies  who  paid  cash 
to  our  competitors  could  pay  cash  to  their 
own  societies  and  yet  they'  did  not.  Tho 
only  way  out  of  the  difficulty  was  for  co- 
operators  to  think  less  of  high  dividends  and 
pin  their  faith  to  the  morality  of  the  movement. 
There  should  be  thorough  confidence  between 
the  retail  societies  and  the  co-operavive  fede- 
rations of  which  they  are  the  proprietors. 
To  amalgamation  of  societies,  ho  pointed  as 
a solution  of  tho  question  of  expenses.  Speak- 
ing of  the  international  movement,  Sir  William 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


Can  anybody  tell  what  is  tho  indescribablo 
lure  of  London  ? 

I have  not  met  anybody  who  could,  and  I 
doubt  if  I shall  ever  meet  anybody  who  can. 
The  lure  is  there.  One  feels  it  in  the  attraction 
of  a rush  “ to  town,”  and  one  feels  it  in  tho 
reluctance  to  leave.  What  is  it  ? 

There  are  those  royal  roads,  scenes  of  so 
many  gorgeous  pageants  ; but  London  lures 
men  and  women  who  forgot  all  about  royalty 
when  they  are  in  the  city  of  the  Old  Curiosity 
Shop  and  the  Cock  Tavern  and  the  Cheshire 
Cheese. 

Dickens  and  Thackeray  and  Dr.  Johnson 
have  woven  a glamour  round  London ; but 
they  do  not  provide  any  lure  to  the  man  who 
goes  to  hear  Clynes  or  Waterson  or  Bob  Cecil 
or  Lloyd  George. 

A nation’s  history  is  woven  into  the  stones 
of  the  Abbey,  of  St.  Paul’s,  of  the  Tower,  of 
The  Griffen ; but  the  man  who  finds  a charm 
in  a sail  up  to  Hampton  Court  has  no  time  for 
these. 

Fleet-street  moulds  our  policy,  wrecks  hopes, 
starts  hares,  trails  red  herrings  across  the  path 
of  progress  ; but  thousands  visit  London  and 
are  unattracted  and  uhcharmod  by  Fleet- 
street. 

Newgate  and  the  Old  Bailey  are  one,  and 
thero  British  law  and  order  are  exhibited ; 
but  the  British  Museum  and  the  City  Temple 
appeal  to  a wider  clientele. 

The  parks  are  lovely,  but  thousands,  of 
visitors  only  see  the  streets.  The  streets  are 
wonderful,  but  their  noise  is  intolerable  to 
those  who,  revel  in  Hyde  Park  where  I once 
slept  through  an  attack  of  toothache. 

Tho  architecture  is  superb ; but  myriads 
go  to  London  on  business  missions  who  have 
not  time  to  notice  it. 

It  is  a busy,  densely  populated,  rushing, 
roaring,  eternally  moving  city ; but  who 
enjoys  going  there  more  than  tlitfsc  who  seek 
a change  from  busy  noisy  cities.  To  live  there 
would  seem  like  misery  to  the  country  visitor  ; 
but  who  regrots  leaving  it  more  than  the 
country  visitor  ? It  is  so  like  home  ; and  yet 
it  is  so  different  from  home.  It  repels  the 
first-time  visitor;  but  he 'leaves  by  the  last 
possible  train.  It  is  so^ amazingly  rich  that  the 
poor  are  fascinated  by  its  show.  It  has  so 
many  poor  that  its  rich  citizens  always  con- 
trive a country  homo  to  be  out  of  it  frequently. 
It  has  its  beggars  and  its  rogues ; its  spend- 
thrifts and  its  saints ; and  together  they  tako 
part  in  the  pageant  of  London.  But  what  is 
itL  lure  ? What  is  it  that  holds  so  many 
reluctant  travellers,  and  what  attracts  so 
many  that  rush  from  ii.  ? 

I confess  it  all  baffles  me  ; but  who  can  deny 
the  reality  of  London’s  appeal? 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  Rose. — Next  week.  Crowded  out. 

“ P.  G.”  (Glasgow). — We  think  the 
“Special  Commissioner”  was  right.  The 
critics  he  criticised  sought  to  convey  the 
idea  that  the  Labour  Party  and  the  Trade 
Unions  Congress  could  run  a daily  success- 
fully and  tnat  the  co-operative  movement 
could  not.  The  “News”  has  not  the  cir- 
culation it  ought  to  have;  but  compare  the 
circulation  of  Labour  weeklies  and  monthlies 
with  ours. — — — =^— 

[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

described  tho  great  strides  made  in  building 
up  tho  wonderful  organisation  by  which 
between  twenty-five  and  thirty  million  co- 
operators  were  represented  at  the  last  inter- 
national Congress.  If  that  League  of  Peoples 
was  animated  by  the  proper  co-operative 
spirit,  he  said,  governments  would  find  it 
very  difficult  to  make  war.  (Applause.) 
“ The  only  remedy  for  this  distracted  world  is 
co-operation.”  It  was  a pretty  compliment  to 
those  who  founded  the  co-operative  movement 
in  Fenwick  in  1769  to  recognise  that  theirs 
was  the  best  way  of  helping  their  fellows  ; for 
co-operation  is  the  only  remedyfor  the  world, 
for  it  stands  for  a higher  morality  in  trade 
and  commerce,  for  a higher  conception  of  life, 
for  a-higher  conception  of  our  dealings  with 
our  fellows,  and  for  the  brotherhood  of  man- 
kind. It  stands  for  more : If  properly  under- 
stood and  properly  carried  out  it  stands  for 
“ Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  ns  it  is  in  Heaven.” 

The  toast  of  “The  Scottish  Section:  Its 
Agencies  and  the  New  JPremises,”  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  A.  Buchanan,  and  acknow- 
ledged by  Mr.  Lucas. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  afterwards,  passed 
to  the  Wholesale  Society  for  their  enter- 
taining the  delegates,  to  the  staff  of  the 
catering  department  for  their  excellent 
help,  and  to  the  chairman  for  his  services 
in  the  chair.  Air.  Gnllacher,  who  proposed 
this  last  vote  of  thanks,  described  Air. 
Bayne"  as  the  “ Admirable  Crichton  ” of 
the  movement,  who  was  ready  to  address  a 
guild,  read  a paper  at  a conference,  or  lay 
down  the  law  at  a AVholesale  meeting. 

With  the  singing  of  “ Auld  Lang  Syne” 
the  company  reached  the  close  of  a perfect 
day. 


ELECTIONS  AND  PROPAGANDA. 

In  connection  with  the  forthcoming  Trade 
l nions  Congress  at  Southport,  the  local 
Reception  Committee,  of  which  the  co-opera- 
tive society  forms  part,  are  making  arrange- 
ments for  a oo-operative  demonstration,  for 
which  the  Co-operative  Party  will  supply 
the  speakers.  Air.  A.  E.  AVhteraon,  ALP., 
will  be  in  his  constituency  that  week,  so  will 
be  prevented  from  attending.  Air.  Turn 
Alyers,  ALP.,  will  be  one  of  the  speakers. 
Air.  George  Thorpe  (C.W.S.)  has  been  in- 
vited to  take  the  chair. 

Air.  W.  H.  Watkins  lias  been  appointed  to 
undertake  a week’s  special  campaign  in  the 
Barrow-in-Furness  district  on  behalf  of  the 
Co-operative  Party.  Air.  E.  Whiteley  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Publications 
Committee. 

Particulars  have  been  obtained  from  the 
local  parties  in  regard  to  the  cost  and 
possible  income  from  advertisements  for  the 
future  publication  of  election  papers.  Very 
encouraging  reports  were  received  ns  to  the 
effectiveness  of  the  papers  from  the  excellent 
organisation  built  up  in  the  constituency, 
largely  as  a result  of  tlieir  influence. 

Propaganda. 

The  party  executive  are  to  consider  the 
question  of  revising  the  party  programme, 
and  suggestions  will  be  welcomed  from  co- 
operative organisations  and  others  in 
sympathy  with  the  objects'  of  the  party. 

With  a view  to  supplying  the  data  for  use 
at  elections  and  in  other  campaigns,  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  communicate 
with  the  Parliamentary  Committee',  tho 
Publications  Committee,  the  Labour  Ad- 
visory Department,  the  Statistical  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Co-operatire  Press  Agency 
with  a view  to  the  resources  of  the  move- 
ment being  utilised  to  the  best  advantage  in 
meeting  attacks,  and  in  supplying  iufoi  illa- 
tion for  propaganda  and  other  purposes. 

The  executive  have  decided  to  recommend 
the  Publications . Committee  to  publish  on 
behalf  of  the  party  a pamphlet  written  by 
-Air.  A.  Barnes,  the  Co-operative  candidate 
for  South-East  Ham. 


UNEMPLOYED  SEEK 

CONCESSIONS. 

A deputation"  of  the  organised  unemployed 
in  Aberdeen  waited  on  the  directors  of  tho 
Northern  Society  last  week  and  suggested  that 
a concession  should  be  made  to  members  of 
the  association  which  the  deputation  repre- 
sented to  the  extent  of  15  per  cent,  for  bread 
and  12i  for  groceries.  The  Northern  directors 
are  at  present  considering  the  request.  Tho 
deputation  pointed  out  that  concessions  on 
these  lines  had  been  made  by  Larbert,  Cowden- 
beath, and  Stenhousemuir  Societies.  It  seems 
on  inquiry,  however,  that  the  concessions  have 
not  been  taken  advantage  of  to  any  great 
extent. — by  the  Falkirk  district  societies,  at 
any  rate. 


By  Appointment. 


Seven  Days  a Week 

you  need  milk.  Every 
day  in  different  ways  milk 
is  an  important  food.  So 
make  sure  of  purity,  safe- 
guard yourself  against 
risks,  and  save  money  by 
buying  the  Evaporated 
^ Milk  known  as 

EVERY  DAY 

THE  FULL  CREAM  SORT 

To  be  sure  of  getting  Evaporated 
Milk  with  all  the  cream  insist  on 

the  “ EVERY  DAY  ” Brand. 

Imitations  never  Satisfy. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores, 
and  packed  by 

NESTLE’S.  6-8,  Eastc.heap,  E.C.3. 
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Small  Savings 

lead  to 

Great  Things 


EVERY  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY  should  develop 
its  Financial  Resources  by 

1.  Running  a Small  Savings  Bank. 

2.  Establishing  a C.  W.S  Bank  Agency 

3.  Securing  the  banking  accounts  of 

local  Trade  Unions 

4.  Establishing  an  Individual  Deposit 

Account  of  the  C.W.S. 

5 Putting  all  its  Insurances  with  the 

C.I.S. 

6.  Investing  surplus  funds  with  the 
C.W.S.  Bank,  and  so 


Concentrating 

Capital 

for  Democratic 
Development 

■ p®q»— * 


Cbe  Co-operaliue  Kcuds 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  0/  the  “News"  should  be 
addressed  ” THE  EDITOR ."  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  “News"  should  be  addressed  to  “ THE  MANAGER/’ 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  -when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  23,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  12,  1922. 


FRIARY” 
LACTIC  CHEESE 

/•S  A GOOD  SUBST/TUTB 


THE  NEW  WAR  MENACE. 


It  seems  odd  that  there  should  be  any  occasion  to 
refer  to  a war  menace  when  throughout  the  world  there 
have  been  witnessed,  within  the  past  two  weeks,  those 
striking  demonstrations  for  “ No  More  War  ” ; but 
we  feel  that  we  cannot  warn  the  masses  of  the  people 
too  frequently  or  too  seriously. 

The  week  that  followed  most  of  those  demonstrations 
has  brought  forth  the  Prime  Minister’s  announcement 
of  a big  increase  in  British  air  squadrons  and  French 
measures  against  Germany  for  payment  of  demands 
that  almost  everybody  except  France  regards  as  im- 
possible of  fulfilment.  This  week  an  acute  stage  has 
been  reached  in  Franco-German  relations,  and  a grave 
crisis  is  possible. 

Fast  week  we  read  descriptions  of  the  -deadly  opera- 
tions that  can  now  be  carried  on  in  the  airr  when  air- 
craft a mile-and-a-half  up  could  actually  hit  a battle- 
ship and  drop  projectiles  into  the  water  close  enough 
to  blow  holes  in  the  sides  of  the  ship  if  the  bombs  had 
been  the  real  “2,000  lb.  explosive’’  article.  We  also 
read  that  the  ship  was  navigated  and  manoeuvred, 
although  without  a soul  on  board,  by  wireless  from 
a destroyer  a mile  off ; and  that  it  was  so  navigated 
for  seven  hours,  sometimes  attaining  a speed  of  seven- 
teen miles  an  hour. 

These  things  appal  us  when  we  are  still  unveiling 
memorials  to  our  dead  soldiers  and  when  maimed  and 
lame  relics  of  the  war  to  end  war  are  still  selling  matches 
or  begging  on  the  streets. 

We  are  being  told  again  that  there  need  not  be  a 
“ next  war  ’’  if  we  only  prepare  hard  enough  to  win  if 
one  should  come.  It  is  only  nine  years  since  we  were 
given  similar  advice,  and  we  know  what  came  of  follow- 
ing it.  The  mad  competition  went  on  and  produced  the 
inevitable  result;  and  a similar  inevitable  result  will 
follow  this  .similar  mad  competition  if  we  allow  it  to 
go  on. 

The  competition  must  stop.  One  nation  cannot  stop 
preparing  for  war  if  its  potential  enemies  go  on.  The 
stoppage  of  the  preparations  for  war  must  come  about 
by  international  decree,  or  international  agreement  ; 
and  we  therefore  call  upon  our  British  representatives 
in  the  direction  of  the  League  of  Nations  to  urge  that 
body  to  bring  about  universal  disarmament  and  so  do 
what  it  was  set  up  to  do.  We  call  upon  our  co-operative 
comrades  throughout  Europe  to  bring  all  their  pressure 
to  bear  upon  their  Governments  to  the  same  purpose. 

We  plead  for  similar  united  action  by  the  co-operators 
of  Europe  with  a view  to  the  termination  of  the  state 
of  chaos  in  which  international  trade  and  finance  still 
flounder  tcT  the  detriment  of  .the  whole1  economic  life 
of  the  world.  War  debts  and  reparations  are  together 
weaving  a net  about  every  country  which  threatens 
to  strangle  Europe  itself,  to  say  nothing  about  America. 
This  wreek  another  “ conference  ” is  being  held.  It  is 
in  Loudon  this  time  ; but  it  promises  to  be  as  futile 
as  those  held  at  the  Hague  and  Genoa  and  Cannes  and 
Spa.  It  is  a council  of  the  Allies  of  the  Great  War,  or 
of  their  Ministers.  Every  European  nation  is  in  debt 
to  some  other  nation  ; Britain  promises  to  pay  America, 
but  no  other  nation  seems  to  be  likely  to  pay  Britain 
what  is-owing  ; and  all  the  time  we  are  deluding  our- 
selves. into  the  belief  that  war  debts  and  reparations  are 
real  calculable  assets. 

The  League  of  Nations  ought  to  be  made  to  function. 
If  it  stopped  the  competition  in  armaments,  brought  all 
the  nations  into  membership,  and  set  the  proper  machi- 
nery into  motion  to  eliminate  the  preposterous  war 
debts  and  bring  the  whole  question  of  reparations  out 
of  the  realm  of  dreams  down  to  the  solid  ground 
of  actualities  it  would  remove  the  war  menace  and  let 
the  world  move  in  the  right  direction  once  more. 


a very,  very  long  time.  Russia  differs  from  most  { 
these  countries  because  it  has  within  itself  cnoriuou 
resources;  which,  valuable  as  they  are  to  the  people  J 
Russia,  will  be  of  infinitely  more  value  if  credit  eonii 
be  obtained  011  the  strength  of  the  potential  prodi- « 
tivity  of  those  resources.  It  is  gratifying,  therefon 
to  observe  that  the  question  of  credit  to  Russia  win 
probably  take  quite  a new  aspect  in  view  of  the  answer 
given  in  Parliament  a few  days  ago  to  a question 
addressed  tc  the  Prime  Minister  himself. 

He  then  stated  quite  unequivocally  that  if  the  Rusm,„, 
Government  announced  plainly  its  intention  to  purvae 
the  policy  foreshadowed  by  the  Russian  'delegation  aj 
the  Hague,  the  British  Government  would  do  all  in  jls' 
power  to  assist  British  subjects  to  enter  into  negotia. 
tions  with  the  Russian  Government  and  to  carry  such 
negotiations  to  a successful  conclusion.  The  extension 
to  Russian  trade  of  facilities  under  any  scheme 
export  credit  and  trade  facilities  would  follow  in  <luc 
course.  These  credit  schemes  have  been  of  undoubted 
assistance  to  concerns  trading  with  other  countries 
but  up  till  now  they  have  not  been  applicable  to  Rush,’ 
although  the  Government  has  been  strongly  pressed  to 
apply  them.  Now  that  they  are  likely  to  be  applied 
there  ought  to  be  the  possibility  of  enormous  tr.-ulin* 
developments  between  Russian  co-operators  rrnd 
ourselves. 

Prices  ruling  in  this  country,  as  compared  with  other 
manufacturing  countries  like  Germany,  with  depre- 
dated  currencies,  may  still  be  some  sort  of  an  obstacle 
in  the  way,  but  the  potential  Russian  purchasers  will 
have  the  opportunity  of  weighing  the  advantages  of 
credit  against  the  advantages  of  cash  purchase  at  a 
lower  price.  We  do  not  suggest  this  in  any  competitive 
spirit,  except  the  spirit  which  prompts  us  to  substitute 
trade  between  co-operative  organisations  for  trade 
between  co-operative  and  capitalist  concerns. 

The  extension  of  these  credit  schemes  to  Russia 
should  undoubtedly  give  the  C.W.S.  a fair  chance  of 
doing  legitimate  business  without  risk  on  terms  that  will 
promote  harmonious  relations  between,  the  co-operative 
organisations  of  this  country  and  Russia,  with  mutual 
advantage  to  both.  The  definite  step  has  not  vet  been 
taken  bv  the  Government;  it  has  only  been  indicated; 
but  we  have  no  doubt  that' the  C.W.S.  in  anticipation 
of  these  schemes  will  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of, 
them  when  they  conic  into  operation.  It  means  better 
goods  and  better  terms  for  the  Russian  co-operative 
millions,  and  it  means  trade  for  our  co-operative 
factories  and  work-  for  our  co-operative  employees. 


TO  HELP  TRADE  WITH  RUSSIA. 

About  the  desire  for  a great  forward  step  in  inter- 
national co-operative  trade  there  are  no  two  opinions 
among  those  who  hold  responsible  positions  in  our 
movement.  Up  till  now  the  chief  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  that  trade  on  the  part  of  producing  organisations 
like  those  of  this  country  has  been  the  apparent 
insecurity  which  the  financial  disorder  has  created. 
Time  after  time  we  have  been  reminded  of  very  con- 
siderable consignments  of  goods  for  which  th’d  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  has  not  yet  been  paid. 
Any  step  which  would  remove  that  feeling  of  insecurity 
ought  to  be  welcomed.  Many  of  the  countries  on  the 
Continent  are.  in  a state  of  hopeless  insolvency  with 
yery  little  prospect  of  being  able  to  pay  for  goods  for 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


DOCTORS  AND  ALCOHOL. 

There  was  quite  a useful  discussion  on  the  subject  «f 
“ Alcohol  ” at  one  of  the  sessions  of  the  annual  conference  of  tie  ■ 
British  Medical  Association.  As  happens  so  very  frequently, 
when  experts  discuss  specific  questions,  the  discussion  failed 
to  bring  the  conference  to  any  conclusion  on  the  subject  except 
that  inquiries  and  investigations  should  be  continued.  Pro- 
fessor M'Curdy  (of  the  Cornell  University,  New  York),  who 
was  quite  a sceptic  as  to  the  possible  benefits  of  prohibition^ 
confessed  that  the  drink  saloon  in  the  United  States  had  gone 
for  good,  and  that  public  opinion  there  was  behind  the  law  in 
prosecuting  for  illicit  trade.  Professor  Edgar  Collis  (Wales) 
and  Dr.  Ballantyne  (Edinburgh)  pointed  to  definite  gains  in 
life  and  industrial  efficiency  through  prohibition  ; and  Dr. 
Hindbede  (Copenhagen)  spoke  positively  of  the  savin:  of  lives 
in  Denmark  during  a strict  rationing  period.  Sir  Frederick 
Mott  (London)  submitted,  however,  that  the  army  rum  ration 
during  the  war  had  been  proved  to  be  beneficial.  It  may  be 
taken  for  granted  that  America's  experience  will  be  very 
closely  watched.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

ESPERANTO. 

We  have  heard  many  reasons  advanced  for  a dislike  of 
Esperanto,  but  the  most  absurd  comes  from  the  French  .Minister 
of  Education,  M.  Barard,  who  lias  issued  a circular  calling  upon 
the  heads  of  French  universities,  academics,  and  colleges  not  to 
help  in  the  teaching  of  Esperanto,  because  Bolsheviks  use  il  ai 
one  of  their  forms' of  propaganda.  Any  propagandist  uecs  tbo 
language  that  is  understood  by  the  people  lie  addresses.  A 
Bolshevist  engaged  in  propaganda  in  England  would  use  tbo 
English  tongue,  and  in  France  the  French  tongue.  M.  Barard  s 
greatest  hope  ought  to  lie  in  his  being  able  to  prevent  the  B115' 
sians  from  talking  or  writing  any  language  but  their  own,  aid 
in  preventing  people  of  other  nationalities  from  learning  Russian. 
He  will  go  down  in  democratic  history  as  the  author  of  the  most 
barefaced  attempt  !to  prevent  the  people  of  the  different  countries 
from  understanding  one  another. 


TRALEE  AND  LIMERICK. 

The  sorry  trouble  of  establishing  order  in  Ireland  is  proceed- 
ing, but  proceeding,  apparently,  to  a successful  close.  Tbo 
fighting  is  not  producing  big  casualty  lists,  but  it  is  leavWo 
behind  a trail  of  wrecked  property,  increased  unemployment! 
and  ruined  business,  which  is  all  the  more  deplorable  because  0 
its  wantonness  and  because  of  the  bitterness  it  may  cause.  1“ 
National  troops  have  now  taken  both  Limerick  and  Trail  , 
where  the  C.W.S.  has  property.  At  Limerick  there  is  a larll0 
butter  depot,  which  derives  its  supplies  very  largely  from 
SoRpsh  Vale,  one  of  the  richest  butter-producing  areas  in  the  ■- 
islands.  At  Traleo  are  the  bacon-curing  factory,  a great 
depot  and  collecting  centre,  and  the  only  creamery  which  ^ 
C.W.S.  now  owns  in  Ireland.  Correspondents  in  the  fig 1 
zone  agree  in  anticipating  a battle  royal  somewhere  along 
line  of  the.Blackwater,  but  it  is  evident  thaf  the  resu 
establish  the  Provisional  Government  in  authority  througW^ 
the  Free  State,  even  if  there  should  be  skirmishes  here  and  L - 
for  a time.  Great  changes  arc  noteaaily  made.  n 
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A THING  most  wonderful. 


THE  STORY  OF 
A SEARCH. 


SHORT  STUDY. 


FATHER,  SON,  AND  A C.W.S.  CIGAR. 


„ mnny  times  asked  myself  tins 
1 . ..  tVliat  is  tlio  finest  and  most 

‘‘“nderfal  1 llave  ever  sctll?’’  As 
” . time~  I had  been  completely  at  a 
to  up  the  answer.  Sc.  many  won- 
l fnl  sigl'ls  abound  on  this  old  earth  Hint 
Sped  an  impossible  task  to  name  the 
most  wonderful. 

Nevertheless,  spurred  on  by  the  hope  that 
„rc.it  effort  to  a worthy  end  would  one  day 
fw’t  a due  i-ewanl,  I set  out,  determined 
!||at  one  day  T would  name  the  finest  tiling 
I jmve  ever  seen.  Where  would  T find  >t  H 


I stootl  on  the  summit  of  Snowdon.  What 
n .mnnriuna ! The  rolling  sei>;  the  rugged 
irown  hills;  the  happy  smiling  valleys  where 
pretty  streams  twined  seaward  Could  one 
desire  more?  But  I found  not  what  I 


jOllgllt. 

On  board  the  “ wagon-lits  ” I rolled  across 
the  South -of  France,  a gorgeous  vista  com 
stoutly  before  me.  Sunlit  slopes,  rolling 
vineyards,  verdant  woodlands,  wonderful 
l.ike*  and  rivers.  Through  St.  Germain 
d'Or.  Aix-les-Bains,  C'amberry,  deciding 
that  Paradise  could  not  he  more  fair.  Yet 
the  voiie  within  was  silent. 

I journeyed  through  the  Alpine  country. 
What  a sight  for  nrrtnl  eyes!  Ti  e ever- 
lasting grandeur  of  Nature.  Majestic, 
snow-dad  peaks  towered  above,  rugged 
dupes  of  radiant  verdure.  A kaleidoscope, 
suggestive  of  the  silence  of  Eternity,  and 
imposing  upon  one  a sense  of  most  minute 
importance  in  ctnnpnirison.  Surely  I had 
reached  my  goal ! But  no,  that  vague 


“something”  which  I knew  would  inform 
me  was  silent. 

I entered  the  land  of  the  Pharoahs,  and 
' still  searching,  visited  the  Great  Pyramids 
at  Giza.  Than  these,  there  exists  not  on 
this  old  earth  a more  woudeiful  and  impos- 
ing monument  to  a glory  long  departed. 
Climbing  the  Pyramid  of  Cheops,  I sat  upon 
its  summit.  To  the  north-east  lay  the  great 
Delta,  its  ancient  towns  and  villages  nestling 
among  groves  of  palms  and  miles  of  rice  and 
cotton  fields.  To  the  south  and  west  the 
Great  Unknown.  One  vast  eternal  desert. 
'I  he  inaccessible  home  built  by  Nature  her- 
self for  her  own  ^elusion.  But,  for  all  the 
majesty  cf  tin's  never-to-be-forgotten  scene, 
my  search  must  still  continue. 

For  many  miles,  in  many  months  I wan- 
dered, still  peeking  the  “ finest  thing  of  all.” 
My  eyes  dwelt  long  on  Nature’s  and  man’s 
masterpieces.  Wonderful  cities,  awe-inspir- 
ing cathedrals  and  marvellous  palates, 
mighty  seas  and  rivers,  great  mountains  and 
deserts,  all  called  in  vain  to  that  “ some- 
thing ” for  .which  I waited. 

At  last  I obeyed  the  call  of  home,  giving 
up  hope  that  my  search  would  ever  la?  re- 
warded. Visiting  the  house  of  a friend  one 
day,  I espied  in  a corner  of  the  snug  little 
kitchen,  a cradle.  I crossed  to  it.  —Then  the 
voice  spoke ! 

That  which  artists  have  immortalised,  of 
which  poets  have  situg  since  the  world 
logon,  the  finest  and  most  wonderful  thing 
I have  ever  seen,  lay  in  all  its  virtuous  and 
beautiful  simplicity  before  me.  The  face  of 
a sleeping  child.  Alkeiina. 


“That  cigar  of  yours,  Strines,  reminds 
me  of  a story  which  is  causing  uo  end  of 
amusement  in  certain  co-operative  circles  at 
the  present  time.  You  know  the  manager 
of  the society?” 

“Yes,”  I replied;  “very  well.” 

Thereupon  the  C.W.S.  traveller  began  his 
story. 

Harry  Jhe  son  of  the  aforesaid  manager, 
had  taken  unto  himself  the  habit  of  smok- 
ing, which  in  view  of  bis  youth — bis 
sixteenth  birthday  was  a long  way  off — 
added  to  the  cares  of  his  mother,  who  was 
the  first  to  make  the  discovery. 

What  was  to  be  done? 

Mother  and  father  held  one  of  those  con- 
ferences which  the  daily  newspaper,  all- 
seeing  and  all-hearing  though  it  may  be, 
never  gets  down  on  its  diary.  It  was 
mutdally  agreed  that  it  was  a job  father 
(should  tackle,  and  ways  and  moans  having 
been  discussed  the  conference  broke  up. 

The  following-  Sunday  morning,  at  the 
breakfast  table,  father  suggested  that 
mother  should  go  to  chapel  alone,  and  that 
lie  and  Harry  should  stay  at  home  and  dis- 
cuss-the  previous  day’s  cricket.  . Harry, 
without  giving  any  reason,  readily 
consented. 

The  scene,  so  far  as  lather  and  sou  were 
concerned,  was  shortly  afterwards  changed 
to  the  front  room.  The  head  of  the  house, 
with  much  unciomcern  as  ho  could  muster, 
produced  a couple  cf  “ El w inns,”  and, 
handing  one  over,  said,  “ Ha\.?  a C.W.S. 
.cigar,  Harry?”  The  hope*  of  the  family, 


nothing  loth,  said  he  would.  Matches  were 
produced,  and  soon  the  two  “Elvinas” 
were  in  full  blast. 

“Well,  Harry,  my  boy,”  said  father, 
“ what  do  you  think  of  our  new  pio.  ? He 
fairly  made  things  hum  yesterday,  didn’t 
he?  What  was  it — six  wickets  for  twelve 
runs?” 

Harry  tested  bis  “ Elwina  ” to  the  full 
and  said,  “ You’ve  hit  it,  father,  and  I' think 
Derbyshire  might  do  worse  than  give  him  a 
trial.” 

“ Right,  my  son,  but  what  is  the  matter 
with  my  cigar?” 

“ I don’t  know  what  is  the  matter  with 
yours,  father;  hut  mine’s  a jolly  good  one.” 

Conversation  drooped,  and  Harry,  intend- 
ing to  find  a reviver  in  the  Sunday  paper, 
went  across  the  rcom  to  get  it.  When  he 
came  back  lie  found  his  father’s  chair  empty 
and  the  cigar  which  he  had  been  smoking 
lying  on  the  ash  tray.  He  wondered,  but 
went  on  enjoying  his  “ Elwina  ” and  reading 
the  paper. 

Service  over  mother  hurried  heme  to  hear 
the  result  of  the  conference. 

“Good  gracious  me,”  she  exclaimed, 
when  she  saw  her  better  half.  Whatever’s 
the  matter?  You  die  look  poorly;  and 
where’s  Harry?” 

“ Oh.  he’s  in  the  front  rccni  finishing  the 
second  half  of  my  cigar!” 

It  was  evident  that  another  of  those 
“best  laid  schemes”  had  gone  awry. 

T.  0. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

I see  somebody  at  Lancaster  is  troubled 
with  a conscience.  As  a consequence  the 
cash  receipts  of  the  co-operative  society  for 
the  June  quarter  are  increased  by  LI  10s., 
which  lias  been  placed  to  the  reserve  fund. 

The  remarkable  gathering  on  Saturday, 
at  which  Mr.  James  Deans  was  the  central 
figure,  reminded  me  of  some  of  tlje  in- 
teresting corneris  be  got  into  at  times.  Two 
men,  got  involved  in  a political  argument  in 
the  Kilmarnock  train  one  Saturday  night, 
when  Mr.  Deans  was  travelling  home. 
Their  voices'  were  so’  loud,'  and  their  argu- 
ment 'so  heated,  that  Mr.  Deans  had"  to 
fold  up  his  paper  and  put  it  in  his  pocket 
to  read  when  he  could  get  peace.  The  men 
were  strangers  to  him.  One  of  them  made 
a statement  which  the  other  loudly  declared 
he  did  not  believe.  -The  man  who  made 
the  statement — a well-known  political  fact 
—appealed  to  Mr.  Deans  for  confirmation. 

11  Here,”  protested  the  other,  who  was 
highly  inebriated,  “ leave  him  out  o’  the 
argument,  or  he’ll  lia’e  us  baith  in  a cope- 
crative  society  before  the  train  stops.” 

Before  that  journey  was  over  "the  in- 
ebriated one  did  condescend  to  talk.  He 
even  started  an  argument  with  Air.  Deans 
himself,  and  finally  mentioned  that  he  was 
going  on  a surprise  visit  to  his  brother. 

" I’m  quite  sure  your  brother  will  be  de- 
lighted," Mr.  Deans  remarked. 

I saw  and  heard  Sir  William  Ala x well  on 
Saturday  at  the  gathering  in  Glasgow, 
where  his  old  friend  and  colleague,  James 
Beans,  was  so  signally  honoured.  He  was 
locking  better  than  I have  seen  him  for 
many  years,  and  he  delivered  an  excellent 
speech  with  characteristic  grace,  in  which 
twetal  points-  showed  that  Sir  William 
taps  abreast  of  the  times  even  if  he  only 
oocupieis  what  he  described  as  “ the 
humble  capacity  of  a director  of  a retail 
•ocioty,” 

Congratulations  to  the  Hon.  Alanning 
Doherty,  Ontario’s  Alinister  of  Agriculture, 
learn  from  a Canadian  paper — “ The 
armer's  Sun” — that  he  secured  the  pass- 
im of  the  House  of  Commons’  declaration 
mt  the  embargo  on  Canadian  Cattle 
‘culd  go.  Of  my  own  personal  efforts,' 
e says,  “ I have  only  to  say  that  I simply 
1 "iy  duty  and  proceeded  along  lines  cal- 
t<u  a^“d  to  lead,  not  to  popularity,  but  to 
Jesuits.”  The  twenty  years’  efforts  of 
r»tish  co-operators  were  of  no  use.  He 
"po'e  Lord  Beaverbrook  and  the  -job 
"aB  done. 

...  1 |B  never  too  late  to  become 

T‘  ^r*  Aloore,  — on  his  96th  - 

Vail  '■  roi*e  ‘'own  from  his  holding  in  the 
g/vjy  “long  with  his  wife — Bh©  is  nearly 
a,1d  joined  the  Nelson  co-operative 


store  in  New  Zealand.  Here's  a chance  for 
the  younger  ones — octogenarians  and  sep- 
tuagenarians— to  gu  and  do  likewise. 

Ain.  J.  N.  Sinha,  a young  Indian  student, 
before  returning  home  to  Calcutta,  lias 
given  us  a call  after  a round  of  the  C.W.S. 
premises  in  Balloon-street.  He  is  anxious 
to  get  first-hand  knowledge  of  co-operation. 

Out  and  About. 


WAKE  UP,  C.W.S. ! 

[To  the  Editor  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir, — At  our  quarterly  meeting  on  August 
2nd  there  was  some  discussion  on  the  fact 
revealed  in  the  balance  sheet  that  more 
than  half  the  goods  sold  had  been  purchased 
outside  , the  movement.  The  chairman 
replied,  in  effect,  that  the  committee  were 
extremely7  anxious  to  be  loyal  to  the 
C.W.S.,  but  they  simply  could  not  get 
deliveries.  He  mentioned  certain  articles 
in  the  grocery;  department,  and  remarked 
that  while  their  manager  was  often  besieged, 
bv  private  travellers,  the  visits  of  C.W.S. 
agents  were  few  and  far  between.  Can  it 
be  that  our  directors  are  less  capable  and 
alert  than  in  the  years  gone  by,  and  that 
the  staff  lack  control  and  initiative?  It  is 
not  for  me  to  pronounce  judgment,  but 
there  must  be  something  radically  wrong 
when  a society  like  that  at  Beetles,  with  a 
committee  anxious  to  do  business  with  the 
Wholesale,  find  it  impossible  to  carry  on 
with  them  owing  to  neglect  of  orders,  and 
are  compelled  to  go  to  private  firms  for 
prompt  and  adequate  supplies.  As  a loyal 
co-operator  myself,  I ant  constrained  to 
buy:  Wake  up,  C'.W.S.,  and  prove  your- 
selves worthy  of  your  great  mission  !— 
Yours,  &<■., 

AIark  F.  Buck. 

Beceles,  August  3rd, 


WASTE. 

By  ELSIE  ORGAN.  ; 


Is  it  -waste  beauty  -when  the  -wilderness 
Blossoms  in  secret  where  no  eye  can  sec.' 

The  gathered  perfume  of  its  blossoming 
Spent — nor  its  faintest  breath  for  me  or 
(lice.  \ 

Is  it  waste  nhisic  when  the  choristers 
Of  -woodlands  grey-green  aisles  pour  forth 
their  song  ‘ 

No  ear  to  listen  to  the  ecstasy 
Of  feathered  songsters  all  the  glad  day 
long. 

Is  it  waste  wonder. -when  life’s  marcels  hide 
Along  untrodden  paths  so  hard  to  find.' 

Full  many  luscious  fruits  may  fall  and  tic 
Unheeded— where  the  mocking  streamlets 
wind. 

Is  it  -waste  knowledge  -when  hearts  feel  no 
thrill, 

Though  richest  phrase  rolls  from  a master 
tongue  / 

When  songs  which  would  have  blessed  a 
waiting  world 

Die  before  utterance,  unheard,  -unsung? 

How  great  then  is  the  -waste  of  human  life, 
Spending  itself  Jn  grim,  grey  toil  for 
bread; 

Eyes  strained  with  watching  for  a brighter 
dawn; 

Hearts  seared,  with  bitterness  and  hopeless 
dread. 

How  perfect  the  creation!  Hands  and  feet; 
Minds  to  enjoy  and  spirits  to  enthuse. 

Priceless  the  treasure  steeped  in  poverty, 
Left  to  blind  circumstance  to  blight  and 
bruise. 

Oh!  may  the  day  soon  dawn  when  all  may 
share 

The  beauty,  taste  the  sweetness,  hear  the 
song;  1 

When  no  God-given  powers  atrophied  lie. 
'Neath  age-long  ignorance  and  vicious 
wrong. 


THE  HOLIDAY— 


WE  WOULD  LIKE  IT  TO  WORK  OUT. 


MAXWELL  TESTIMONIAL. 

MORE  .SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

GERMANY  DOES  ITS  BIT. 


The  Alaxwell  Testimonial  Fund  is  assum- 
ing creditable  proportions,  and  the  list  of 
subscriptions  is  likely  to  be  augmented  by 
others  still  to  come.  To  encourage  those 
who  have  not  yet  decided  the  amount  of 
their  subscriptions  we  publish  an  additional 
list  this  week.  Germany,  it  will  be  noted, 
makes  its  contribution.  The  German 
Wholesale  Society  subscribes  £15,  and  the 
German  Publishing  Society  £10.  Some 
years  ago  the  £25  would  have  represented 
a subscription  of  about  500  marks.  To-day 
that  represents  about  88,000  marks. 

•Subscriptions  from  Great  Britain 
include : — 

£100,  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

£10,  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick. 

£5  5s.,  Grays  Society. 

£3  3s.,  Coatbridge  Society. 

£2  2s.  each,  Banbury  and  Sunderland 
societies. 

£1  Is.  each,  Busby,  Colchester,  Chipping 
Norton,  Kilwinning,  Linwood,  and  North- 
ampton societies, 

10s.,  Glenbuck  Society. 

All  subscriptions  sent  to  the  office  of 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  4, 
Great  Smith-street,  Westminster,  London, 
S.W.l,  will  be  acknowledged  in  the 
“ News.” 


PAVING  THE  WAY. 

CO-OPERATORS,  EDUCATION,  AND 
THE  IDEAL  STATE. 

The  Alerseyside  and  North  Wales  Edu- 
cational Association  held  its  quarterly  con- 
ference at  Wrexham  on  Saturday,  July 
29th,  Mr.  Edmund  Rose  presiding. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Murray,  M.A.  (Bootle),  was 
tile  speaker.  He  gave  an  excellent  address 
on  “ Adult  Education,”  laying  great  em- 
phasis on  the  need  for  the  same,  especially 
in  the  co-operative  movement,  whose  object 
was  the  realisation  of  an  ideal  State  based 
on  co-operation  as  against  the  present 
methods  of  competition.  He  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  danger  of  estrangement  between 
parents  and  children  where  the  latter  were 
getting  the  advantages  of  higher  educa- 
tion, and  urged  the  vital  neceffiity  Of 
adults  so  improving  their  own  educational 
status  that  they  could  understand  and 
sympathise  with  the  changing  views  and 
ideals  of  their  own  children.  Before  the 
ideal  State  which  co-operators  were  en- 
deavouring to  set  up  could  be  accomplished 
the  world  must  be  prepared  by  education 
to  be  able  to  fulfil  this  noble  intention. 
This  should  be  the  work  of  educational 
committees,  who  would  here  find  plenty  of 
scope  for  their  activities. 

Discussion  followed,  and  was  entered 
into  with  spirit.  The  conference  was 
enjoyed  bv  all;  ■ 

The  arrangements  for  the  next  confer- 
ence were  left  to  the  executive  committee. 
The  Wrexham  educational  committee  had' 
made  splendid  arrangements  for  the  con- 
ference, and  the  delegates  gave  expression 
to  their  appreciation. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


SHORT  STORY. 


THE  u PUSSUMS-AVIS. 


AND  THE  MAN  WHO 
CORRUPTED  HADLEYHOAL. 


By  "TOUCHSTONE/ 


Haoleyiioal  is  an  interesting  old-world 
place  tucked  away  in  the  hills  for,  far  from 
lie  hum  of  city  life;  yet  it  is  not  bereft  of 
interest. 

Tt  possesses  a town  crier  who  owns  n hell 
• et  lacks  a voice,  and  though  a loyal  citizen, 
.lie  whispered  words,  “ God  Save  the  King,” 
-.ith  which  he  ends  his  ^ration,  savours 
much  of  Bolshevism — a more  openly  loyal 
■itizen  would  shout  this  prayer ! In  reality 
he  is  the  town  whisperer.  By  way  of  com- 
pensation, however,  the  village  possesses  a 
aaiden  with  a voice.  Rumour  ha*  it  that 
die  should  have  married  the  village  draper, 
only  another  damsel  got  him  first,  and  this 
'.oss  is  said  to  have  affected  the  maiden 
■•Mentally. 

So  bad  ends  and  worse  begins.  At  evcn- 
when  dusk  and  peace  descends  upon 
lie  earth,  a deep  contralto  voice  proclaims 
: lie  foot  that  its  owner  is  standing  by  the 
■pen  door,  denouncing  mankind  in  general, 
'he  lias  a rooted  objection  to  rate  collectors, 
'■oes  not  pay  her  rates  and  exhibits  the 
■ounty  Court  summons  (which  follows 
his  sin  of  omission)  in  her*  front 
indows  amongst  her  geraniums,  both 
!>eing  sprinkled  with  water  every- 
..lorning  to  refresh  them.  The  village  also 
possesses  Willium,  the  co-operative  milk 
deliverer.  who  like  all  co-operative  em- 
ployees has  a character  akin  to  Caesar's 
wife's — beyond  suspicion. 

I mention  this  for  obvious  reasons. 

Willium  told  me  the  following  story  about 
'.he  man  who  corrupted  Hndleyhoal,  and, 
without  addition  or  alteration.  I pass  it  on. 

The  man  who  corrupted  Hadleylvoal  is  a 
naturalist  of  a sort,  who  also  is  an  evolu- 


tionist with  revolutionary  tendencies.  He 
believes  in  the  principle  of  adaption  to 
environment,  but  evidently  considers  Dame 
Nature  a slow  old  creature  who  needs 
speeding  up. 

When  one  considers  that  it  needed  several 
millions  of  years  to  evolve  the  horse  from 
the  Eiohippus,  there  may  be  some  truth  in 
liis  argument.  On  the  other  bund,  when 
one  remembers  that  a mere  tadpole  can, 
with  a few  wriggles  of  a very  email  tail, 
change  itself  from  an  amphibian  intuit  land 
animal,  one  is  perhaps  justified  in  assuming 
that  the  old  dame  knows  her  way  about,  and 
that  if  man  only  studies  more  deeply  lie  may 
learn  more.  The  corrupter  of  Hndleyhoal 
preferred  the  tadpoie  speed,  and  applied  it 
in  his  experiments. 

Having  successfully  experimented  with 
mice,  he  quickly  produced  a pair  of  these 
creatures  as  large  as  terrier  dogs,  and  then 
his  1 1 Roubles  commenced. 

He  upset  the  balance  of  nature  and 
properly  mixed  tilings  up! 

For  a time  lie  allowed  the  ‘‘  ir.ouses- 
elaplinntis  ” to  run  about  the  place  quite 
freely,  until  he  discovered  [that  instead  of 
the  cats  chasing  the  mice,  the  process  avas 
reversed,  and  the  cats  were  chased  and 
killed.  I will  leave  it  to  students  of  pliysco- 
analysis  to  discover  what  was  hid  away  in 


subconscious  minds  of  the  mice,  until  the 
newly-created  situation  forced  the  long- 
suppressed  emotions  into  their  conscious 
minds. 

Here  was  a oat-astrophe  with  a vengeance! 

The  corrupter  of  Hadleyho.il  eventually 
captured  the  mioe,  built  two  kennels,  and 
chained  them  up,  whilst  he  sec  himself  to 
work  to  solve  the  new  problem. 

Not  being  a politician,  lie  did  not  hide  him- 
self in  the  Highlands,  he  secured  a fresh 
supply  of  cats,  and,  after  numerous  experi- 
ments (between  his  attempts  to  grow  wlbit 
he  called  his  tomorrow,  a tomato  ns  big  iis 
a marrow,  with  a taste  like  iipe  ’William 
pear)  succeeded  in  producing  tie  pussums- 
avis,  or  flying  kitten. 

Such  a oreature  may  seem  an  impossibility 
to  readers  unfamiliar  with  natural  history, 
but  I -would  remind  them  of  such  creatures 
as  flying  fishes  and  bats,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  fossil  remains  mf  the  past  ages  of 
creatures  that  were  neither  birds  nor  reptiles, 
vet  possessed  the  wings  of  the  eagle- and  the 
teeth  of  the  crocodile,  and  ever  so  much 
larger  than  a kitten. 

When  man  co-operates  with  man  lie  pro- 
duces the  co-operative  movement;  when  Jar 
co-operates  with  Dame  Nature — who  knows! 

Our  scientific  investigator,  in  seeking  a 
solution  to  his  problem,  had  several  ways 
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open  to  him.  He  could  have  brer]  , , 
large  as  tigers,  and  thus  enabU-d  tl** 
tope  with  the  new  mice  on  equal  ior  '!* 
By  this  method  the  “ mouses  ehnj115' . 
would  still  be  the  natural  prey?" 
“ pussums-tigeris,”  and  to  sonia  extent' 
balance  of  nature  would  be  restored"' 
But  the  domestic  cat  drinks  mifij  n 
must  think  of  the  milk  supply,  nnd  f ' 
safety  of  the  milkman!  Obvi.  uslpB 


policy  was  too  dangerous  ; not  onlv 


"*iUl,J  |L 


new  cat  terror  be  able  to  cope  wj-J,  ^ 
mouse  tenor,  but  it  would  ad  1 tv 
terror ! 

If  the  feline  voice  were  to  dev  h, 
portion  to  the  bodily  structure,  it* 
would  resemble  a fihunder.se 


mighty  love  song  would  beggar  de 
remain  normal 


'P  « pr> 

PurrL 
an,l  £ 

j,  ■ . . 'criptw 

Fussy  must  remain  normal  ju 
A nother  way  was  to  teach  pussy  hovv  to  j 
and  nature  having  failed  to  provide  it  h 
wings,  man  must  do  something  to  makecos 
the  deficiency. 

After  numerous  experiments  the  comm 
cf  Hadleyhonl  successfully  aunniplij}.. 
tills  feat,  and  now,  if  William  s| 
truly,  the  “ pussums-nvis  ” is  to  l,a 
flying  amongst  the  trees,  safe  from 7b 
" "ivages  of  the  mice,  and  feeding  on  it 
birds 

When  William  calls  with  the  morni^ 
milk,  instead  of  the  cats  running  out  to m( 
him  and  nibbing  against  his  legs,  a flock 
furry  creatures  come  flying  ‘trough  the ii 
meowing  with  delight.  Willium  admits  tb; 
at  first  lie  wax  somewhat  startled ; hut  a 
man  sees  many  strange  sights  early  iul! 
morning,  and  even  co-operative  eap%j 
are.  surprised — sometimes ! 


MR.  GREENING’S  CONSISTENCY  AND 


THE  TRADE  CAMPAIGN. 


A TABLOID  TON 


SOME  FACTS. 


Ain.  Greening  takes  needless  pains  to 
demonstrate  his  consistency,  which  I have 
:iot  questioned.  It  was  of-  his  consistency 
iliafc  I chiefly  accused  him  in  my  lcplv  to  his 
.irst  article ; but  it  is  consistency  in  a policy 
.vliicli  though  admirably  adapted  to  byogone 
. ears  is  hopelessly  futile  in  the  changed  era 
;:i  politics  and  co-operation. 

When  the  movement"  could  afford  to  avoid 
political  action,  there  was  no  substantial 
organised  demand  for  the  taxation-  of  co- 
operative dividends  either  in1' Parliament  or 
m the  country.  The  Traders’  Defence 


fight  against  a Co-operative  candidate  who 
is  preparing  to  beat  him  next  time,  and.  on 
his  return,  changed  his  Attitude  on  the  taxa- 
tion of  such  surpluses.  What  is  tlie  most 
probable  cause  of  that  change  of  view  if  it 
is  not  that  he  has  learned  of  the  power  of 
organised  co-iopeTative  votes-1 

Let  us  have  less  of  what  Mr.  Greening 
calls  **  political  babble”  and  let  us  descend 
to  a recognition  of  facts,  palatable  or 
otherwise. 

No  length  of  service  entitles  any  man  to 
lead  the  movement  astray  or  to  misrepresent 


c.w.s. 

ADVERTISING 
CAR  ON  TOUR. 


The  C.W.S.  jam  adver- 
tising car  from  Reading 
made  its  appearance  in 
the,  streets  of  Coventry 
on  July  25th,  and  made 
daily  tours  of  the  town 
until  August  1st.  The 
accompanying  photo  of 
the  car  as  it  stood  out- 
side the  C o we  n tY  y 
Society’s  shops  has  been 
forwarded  by  Mr.  J.  S. 
Girdwdod  (manager). 


Associations  were  comparatively  insigni- 
ficant, commanding  little  support  and  very 
little  respect  from  the  mass  of  the  trading 
oramunity.  The  Chambers  of  Trade  and 
Commerce  had  hot  organised  their  votes 
against  us,  and  there  was  no  influence 
against  us  in  Parliament  like  that  of  the 
Federation  of  British  Industries.  Nor,  let 
me  add,  was  there  a Prime  Minister  or  a 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  i eady  to  impose 
IOxoess  Profits  Duty  or  Corporation  Profits 
Tax  on  funds  that  were  not  profits. 

Mr.  Greening  attributes  to  me,  and  in 
quotation  marks,  half-a-dozen  statements  I- 
did  not  make.  I did  not  charge  Mr.  Kidd 
or  Mr.  Asquith  with  "depravity”  or 
••  hypoorisy  ” ; nor  did  I accuse  the  Labour 
M.P.’s  of  bring  "perfectly  disinterested.” 
If  I thought  the  Labour  M.P.’s  were  always 
all  right  I would  he  a member  of  the  Labour 
Party ; hut  as  a member  of.  a co-operative 
society  that  is  a subscriber  to  the  Cc-opera- 
tive  Party,  I am  a member  of  that  party.  I 
am  not  even  a member  of  the  Liberal  Party 
or  the  Tory  Party  or  the  Communist  Party 
or  the  Coalition  Party— just  a common 
ordinary  mortal  who  has  no  use  for  uny  of 
these. 

But  I am  entitled  to  press  what  Mr. 
Greeuing  has  ignored.  Mr.  Asquith,  safely 
entrenched  in  'East  Fife  (or  was  it  West 
life?)  backed  up  liis  Liberal  Chancellor  in 
imposing  a tax  on  the  surplus  arising  from 
mutual  trade  in  oo-operative  societies.  Ho 
returned  to  the  House,  chastened  first  by 
a defeat  in  Fife,  chastened  again  by  a stiff 


facts.  Mr.  Greening  said  the  political  ad- 
venture was  due  to  zealous  partisans  of  "the 
Labour  Party  taking  advantage  of  the  situa- 
tion. I replied  to  him  that  the  men  who 
swayed  Swansea  and  London  were  Sir 
Thomas  Allen,  Sir  William  Maxwell,  W. 
Charter,  James  Deans.  Does  lie  adhere  to 
his  submission  that  these  were  zealous 
partisans  of  the  Labour  Party?  They  were, 
till  then,  as  good  Liberals  as  he ; but  he  has 
not  withdrawn,  oonfessed  error,  or  proved 
his  contention.  I stated  that,  despite  his 
years  of  effort  to  prevent  political  activity, 
when  it  came  to  Swansea  opinion  had-  so 
changed  that  his  proposals  could  not  find  a 
seconder  till  lie  personally  appealed  from 
the  platform  to  Mr.  Maddison.  Was  I 
■wrong?  Did  I not  put  the  case  properly? 

I want  to  see  the  masses  of  the  people 
voting  collectively  under  co-operative  aus- 
pices for  the  common  good  so  that  eventually 
we  may  set  up  a Parliament  which  will  con- 
duct its  national  government  and  its  foreign 
policy,  in  the  spirit  of  co-operation,  for  the 
good  of  the  world.  Mr.  Greening  says  that 
will  weaken  the  goodwill  of  three-fourths  of 
the  people.  It  need  not.  They  can  juiu  us. 
We  weaken  the  goodwill  if  the  traders, 
manufacturers,  agents,  nnd  travellers  . by 
purchasing  collectively  from  our  own  stores 
and  predueing  in  our  own  factories ; hut  we 
risk  that  for  the  good  of  those  v.lio  do  not 
like  it  as  well  as  for  our  own  good.  Are  we 
wrong?  And  if  not  wrong  there  why  are  ne 
wrong  in  taking  our.  own  political  course? 

TnE1  MAN-I.V-TflE-STHF.KT. 


SUMMER 
SCHOOL  AT 

BRUSSELS 


ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE 
AUTUMN. 


A comprehensive  campaign  has  been  pre- 
pared by  the  National  Joint  Committee  for 
Trade  Propaganda,  which  is  composed ‘of 
representatives  from  the  Co-operative 
l nion,  the  C.W.S.,  the  Women’s  Guild,  and 
the  Productive  Federation. 

The  sectional  boards  have  been  asked  to 
convene  conferences. at  which  the  subject  of 
trade  will  be  discussed,  and  a special  paper 
is  to  be  .prepared  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co- 
operative Union  - Publications  Department) 
on  “The  Principles ”find  Purposes  of/ Co- 
operative Trading,  and  Their  Application  to 
Present-Day  Competition.”  It.  is  hoped 
that  this  paper  will  lie  discussed  not  only 
at  sectional  conferences,-  but  throughout  the 
districts.  In  regard  to  the  districts,  how- 
ever, it  is  suggested  that  the  conferences' 
shall  be  arranged  jointly  by  the  district 
conference  associations  and  the  Women’s 
Guilds,  and  that  invitations,  shall  be  sent, 
to  all  societies  and  Women’s  Guilds  in  the 
areas  covered. 

Societies  are  to  he  asked  to  form  com- 
mittees tb  carry  out'  a programme  of  work 
locally,  and  a plan  cf -campaign  is  being  pre- 
pared  for  their  guidance.  Special  shopping 
weeks,  propaganda  meetings,  local  exhibi- 
tions, window  displays  of  co-operative  pro- 
ductions, and  advertising  on  a wider  scale 
than  at  present  are  some  of  the  suggestions 
put  forward. 

In  addition,  the  committee  intend  to 
arrange  small  conferences  of  committees 
and  officials,  at  -which  a series  of  short 
papers  will  l»e  submitted  of  a practical 
character  dealing  with  particular  phases  of 
co-operative  administration,  such  as 
"Stocks  and  Prices,”  "Publicity  and  Pro- 
paganda.” " Staffs  and  Salesmanship,”  and 
"Shop  Arrangements  and  Window  Dis- 
play.” Experts  in  the  movement  are  to  lie 
asked  to  prepare  papers  on  the  subjects 
mentioned,  which  nil!  be  printed  in  ••  The 
Producer.” 

A suggestion  is  also  being  considered  in 
regard  to  the  organisation  of  one-dav  schools 
for  guildswomen,  at  which  lectures  would 
he  given  on  the  subjects  dealt  with  in  the 
papers.  The  idea  underlying  this  sugges- 
tion is  that  the  guildswomen  attending  the 
schools  would  be  provided  with  material  for 
giving  addresses  on  the  subject  of  increasing 
co-operative  trade  to  their  various  branches. 


■'  Co-nperotive  N- 


Most  housewives  would  be  > (.  lighted 
receive  a lump  or  two  cf  the  proiiortixj 
of  the  above  in  each  load,  of  coals,  Uufor- 
innately  this  is  impossible,  for  tliis  k«a 
block,  which  was  exhibited  in  - oiiumU 
with  the  Newcastle  Society  s tninsfort 
parade,  u’eighs  21cwts.  It  was.  hewed  *1 
Cowpeu  Colliery,  Wallsend. 


DENTISTS  ACT.  1921. 

[To  the  Editor,  " Co-operative 


Sir, — In  consequence  of  represent 
received  from  a number  of  societiu 
the  position  .which  has  arisen  under  1“ 
above  Act,  the  Parliamentary  Commit! 
have  endeavoured  to  arrange  for  a depou- 
tion  to  he  received  by  the  Dental  hoard1* 
the  United  Kingdom.  The  board  is  tui*®*! 
however,  to  receive  a deputation  until  o' 
in  the  autumn,  but  it  has  been  ascertain 
that  any  existing  arrangement.'  between ^ 
operative  societies  and  dentists  may  be  c^" 
tinued  until  November  30tli,  which  is 
Amended  date  on  tvliibh  the  Act  will  icllX 
into  operation. 

In  the  meantime,  I shall  be  glad  if 
secretary  of  any  society  which  at  Pre*” 
has  an  arrangement  with  a dentist  or  d*5* 
tists  will  at  onoe  communicate  with 
giving  me  the  fullest  possible  particular*-' 
Yours  faithfully, 

A.  V.  Alexander, 

Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  C°0‘ 
mi  t tee,  Co-operative  Congress. 

4,  Great  Smith-street,  Westminster, 
Loudon,  S.W.l,  August  3rd,  192a. 


. 


0GVST  12,  1922. 


perfect  day. 


HAPPY 


i'  hours  for  children  at 
CHESHAM. 


T„r  most  successful  fete  in  connection 
. . tho  clieshoni  and  Wycombe  Society 
"'i.pI.I  in  the  society’s  meadow,  Bell  Hig- 
hroad Clieslmro,  on  Saturday,  July  29tli. 
jlV  proceedings  opened  with  a real  co- 
^Lrativo  children’s  tea,  provided  at  the 
v litv  Hull,  to  which  about  400  sat  down. 

^ After  tea  a procession  was  formed,  and, 
tailed  l'Y  the  Army  Band,  proceeded  to  the 
Sow.  The  great  attraction  in  connec- 
ffith  the  procession  was,  of  course,  the 
Zixt  advertisement,  of  the  C.W.S.  produc- 
es, Prizes  were  given  lor  the  best-dressed 
le’  fancy  dress,  and  bannerette.  Alto- 
‘ thcr  there  were  sixty  competitors,  and 
rroivds  of  spectators  assembled  to  see  the 
youngsters  in  their  bright  and  imposing  ap- 
Lrel  Not  the  least  attraction  was  the 
cocoa  and  chocolate  girls  distributing 
SX  samples  en  route.  On  the  recommen- 
dntion  of  the  judges,  every  competitor  not 
winning  •'  prize  was  £lvei*  11  consolation 
! L Besides  the  fancy  dress,  the  educa- 
tion committee  had  been  busy  m making 
banners  for  the  older  children  to  carry  in 
the  procession,  and  these  added  wonderfully 
to  the  picturesque  proceedings.  It  was  a 
procession  which  will  long  be  remembered 
m Cliesham.  . . 

Arriving  at  the  meadow,  many  and  varied 
amusements  were  the  order  of  the  day.  Per- 
haps the  chief  attraction  was  the  children  s 
races,  for  which  there  were  about  300  en- 
trant*. Among  the  races  were  flat,  sack, 
cog  and  spoon,  obstacle,  and  skipping,  lhe 
winners  in  the  flat.  sack,  and  skipping  races 
■ire  to  compete  with  Wycomhe  winners  on 
August  19th.  This  should  make  a great 
event,  at  the  Wycombe  gala.  After  the 
races  came  the  boot  and  spoon  cleaning 
competitions,  prizes  for  which  were  kindly 
given  by  the  C.W.S.  At  the  end  of  a perfect 
day  the  educational  secretary  gave  a fine 
display  of  humorous  pictures,  the  meadow 
being  cleared  soon  after  10  o'clock.  In  con- 
nection with  the  society,  fetes  are  also  being 
arranged  at  High  Wycombe,  Murlow  and 
Ilourne  End,  and  Clialfont. 


MR.  WATERSON'S 

ENGAGEMENTS. 


After  the  rigours  of  a strenuous  Session, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P.,  is  this  week 
attending  the  summer  school  at  Folkestone. 
He  will  afterwards  have  n fortnight  at 
Saudgate  to  recuperate  before  entering 
upon  a vigorous  campaign  in  the  Kettering 
division  lasting  for  three  weeks.  Meet- 
ings will  be  held  from  August  ‘29th  to  Sep- 
tember 16th.  On  September  4th,  Mr. 
Waterson  is  speaking  at  Desborough,  where 
he  will  probably  have  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Tom  Myers,  ALP.  There  will  be  two  or 
three  meetings  a night  in  the  villages.  On 
September  23rd,  Air.  Waterson  is  speaking 
at  Stamford  in  connection  with  the  jubilee 
of  the  Peterborough  Society,  followed  by 
engagements  at  Melton  Constable  and 
King’s  Lynn.  The  first  and  second  weeks 
in  October  Air.  Waterson  is  spending  in 
the  Kettering  division,  and  later  he  is 
looked  to  speak  at  Exeter.  On  October 
16th  he  is  opening  a co-operative  exhibition 
at  Derhv, 


LONG  BUCKBY  SOCIETY’S 
GALAS. 

TWO  SUCCESSFUL  EVENTS. 

The  annual  tea,  sports,  and  gala  given  by 
the  Long  Buekby  Society  to  every  school 
duld  in  the  district  was  held  on  Saturday, 
July  29th.  Happily  for  the  occasion  the 
Weather  was  fair.  At  2 o’clock,  upwards  of 
100  children  assembled  at  the  Central' 
Stores,  and,  headed  bv  the  Temperance 
hand,  marched  round  the  town.  At  3-30, 
the  children  were  taken  to  the  society’s 
hall  and  the  infants’  school,  where  they  did 
ample  justice  to  an  excellent 'tea.  The  elitl- 
flren  subsequently  made  their  way  to  Ash- 
more Fields,  which  form  part  of  the  society’s 
hums.  Games  and  races  were  organised  in 
Sum»  an  interesting  manner  that  practically 
$very  competitor  was  able  to  secure  a pri$e. 
‘he  catering  was  efficiently  carried  out  by 
‘he  society’s  bakery  and  confectionery  staff, 
anil  the  general  arrangements  by  the  general 
manager,  assisted  by  members  of  the  man- 
agement aiul  educational  committees.  The 
.",0s  ‘J  the  members  of  both  committees, 
na  also  representatives  from  the  Women's 
had,  attended  to  the  needs  of  the  children 
1 ‘«e  tea  table  in  a very  praiseworthy 
maimer. 

p j^utiful  weather  favoured  a similar 
p-  ‘."hrnig  held  in  connection  with  the  so- 
, ty*  West  Haddon  branch  on  Saturday, 
fm  1 i ' Members’  children  were  brought 
rh !"  l e u»der-noted  districts  by  motor 
Thn  a k n<  ' — Cold  Ashby,  Guilshorough, 

Ww  Tliomby  Grange,  Rnvensthorpe, 
a kii  ' !m<*  Hollowell,  and  entertained  to 
t,,t_  ,nPtu°uR  tea  in  the  schools  and  insti- 
1)r  ’ ver  300  children  were  present.  The 
L .|.*SlT0n  through  the  village  was  headed 
»av  0 , "K  Buekby  Town  Prize  Band,  who 
the  --Ctl0ns  'n  the  sports  field  during 
im,  After  tea,  some  very  interest- 

humpr^°rls  •'vero  8<>no  through,  and  ai 
con, nJ-“S  l>nsx?s  were  provided,  none  of  the 
I Spoilt, „■*  was  disappointed* 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 


The  London  Society  is  embarking  on  an 
extensive  campaign  for  increasing  trade,  in 
which  the  guilds  are  giving  their  -aid. 
Members  of  the  staff  are  joining  the  local 
area  committees. 

A cycle  club  has  been  formed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Joint  Guild  Council  for 
Keusal  Rise,  Harrow-road,  and  North 
Kensington. 

An  attractive  list  of  runts  lias  been 
arranged  by  tho  Thames  Valley  Co-opera- 
tive Cycling  Club.  The  secretary  is  Mr.  E. 
Harding,  48,  Royal-road,  Teddington. 

Amateur  players  are  required  for  the 
West  London  Co-operative  Orchestra. 
Application  should  be  made  to  Mr.  C. 
Matliie,  32,  Mickletliwnite-road,  S.W.6. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  a 
C.W.S.  exhibition  at  Brighton  later  in  the 
year. 

-Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (secretary  to  the  Southern 
Section)  is  addressing  a conference  at  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  Penge.  on  September 
30th,  when  he  will  speak  on  “ Propa- 
ganda.” 

Mr.  Riddle’s  Congress  paper  will  be  in- 
troduced at  a conference  at  Southampton 
by  Mr.  R.  Hibberd  on  September  16th. 

The  National  Amalgamated  Union  of 
Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen . aud  Clerks 
is  engaged  in  negotiating  with  the  London 
Society  concerning  a proposal  for  a revision 
of  the  existing  scale  of  wages. 

In  announcing  the  appointment  of  Mr.  E. 
Clark  to  the  general  managership  of  the 
Norwich  Society,  the  local  “ Monthly 
Herald”  states:  “Mr.  E.  Clark  comes  to 
Norwich  with  a business  reputation  none 
can  dispute.  He  lias  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  C.W.S.  in  London  for  a long  period 
of  years,  and  held  a most  responsible  posi- 
tion in  tiie  commercial  world,  both  wholesale 
and  retail.  He  has  a personality  that  wins 
respect.” 

Percy  Gordon  Moore,  a young  employee 
at  the  Norwich  Society's  Dereham-road 
branch,  was  recently  presented  with  an 
honorary  testimonial  on  vellum  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  for  bravery  in  rescuing  a girl  named 
Florence  Daniels  from  drowning  near  Har- 
ford Bridges.  The  vellum  has  been  mounted 
and  placed  in  an  oak  frame  by  the  recipient’s 
fellow-employees. 

Air.  E.  S.  Powell  has  resigned  the  secre- 
taryship of  the  Guildford  Society’s  education 
committee,  after  several  years'  faithful  and 
enthusiastic  service.  He  has  done  good  work 
in  organising  propaganda  meetings  in 
various  parts  of  the  society’s  area,  .which 
now  extends  as  far  as  Horsham  in  Sussex, 
and  his  term  of  office  has  synchronised  with 
the  steady  growth  and  development  of  the 
society.  

Mr.  J.  Hill,  of  the  Soho  Society’s  board  of 
management,  has  been  selected:  to  contest 
the  Soho  Ward  iof  Smethwick  in  the  Munici- 
pal Elections  next  November.  In  addition 
to  being  a well-known  co-opeiator,  Mr.  Hill 
is  also  highly  respected  in  the  trade  union 
world,  especially  in  the  Black  Country,  and 
his  candidature  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
Smethwick  Trades  and  Labour  Council.  The 
co-operative  movement  have  already  two  re- 
presentatives sitting  for  the  Soho  Ward. 


BALANCE  SHEETS. 

PLEA  FOR  MEMBERS  TO  STUDY 
THE  ACCOUNTS. 

DERBY  CONFERENCE  AT 
RIPLEY. 

Tin:  annual  conference  of  the.  Derby  Dis- 
trict Association  was  held  in  the  Co-opeia- 
tive  Hall,  Ripley,  on  Saturday  last. 

There  was  n huge  attendance  of  delegates 
from  nearly  the  whole  ofTlie  societies  in  'he 
district,  many  branches  of  the  Guild,  the 
Co-operative  Union,  and  the  C.W.S.  Mr. 
Jos.  Pearson  (president  of  the  local  society) 
took  the  chair. 

The  subject  tor  discussion  was  “ A Co- 
operative Society's  Balance  Sheet,”  tJie 
paper  being  read  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Blower 
(secretary  of  the  Ripley  Society).  The 
writer  dealt  with  the  subject  in  a very  con- 
cise and  able  manner,  and  was  highly  com- 
plimented by  several  of  the  speakers  for  the 
excellence  of  his  paper. 

Mr.  Millerchip  (Co-operative  Union) 
opened  the  discussion.  Dealing  with 
balance  sheets  in  general,  lie  made  reference 
to  the  great  diffetenee  in  results  between 
How  and  only  a few  years  ago.  Formerly 
expenses  were  about  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound; 
now,  in  some  cases,  they  were  up  to  about 
3s.  A more  careful  study  of  the  balance 
sheet  by  the  members  would  give  greater 
confidence. 

Mr.  Wigginton  (Derby  Printers)  asked  if 
the  writer  wasi  favourable  to  quarterly  or 
hal f-yea.rly  bain uces. 

Mr.  Ogden  (Derby)  inquired  if  the  writer 
thought  the  expenses  of  quarterly  balances 
were  gneater  than  half-yearly. 

Mr.  Blower  replied  to  the  questions. 

Mr.  Buckley  (Derby)  stated  that  their 
Men's  Guild  at  Derby  made  a practice  of 
discussing  the  balance  sheets. 

Mrs.  Tagg  (Biddings  Guild):  Would  it 
not  bg  profitable  and  time  well  spent  if 
educational  committees  would  call  meetings 
o'  members  at  the  various  branches  to  dis- 
cuss the  subject? 

Mrs.  Redgate  (Derby)  was  also  of  the 
opinion  that  both  Men’s  and  Women’s 
Guilds  and  also  educational  committees 
should  take  up  the  work.  As  co-operators 
they  ought  to  understand. better  their  own 
balance  sheets. 

Mr.  Garner  (Langley  Mill)  expressed  the 
view  that  the  conference  would  do  a great 
deal  of  gcod. 

Mr.  Tapping  (Derby)  contended  that  it 
was  most  important  that  members  should 
make  a study  of  the  balance  sheets, 
especially  the  assets  and  liability  account. 

Messrs.  O.  Wright  .'Ripley  educational), 
A gutter  (Ripley  educational),  and  T.  H. 
Edinborough  (Derby  District)  also  spoke. - 

Mr.  W.  Bradshaw  (C.W.S.)  moved  a vote 
of  thanks  to  the  writer  of  the  paper,  which 
was  ably  seconded  by  Mr.  Warren  (Derby). 

Mr.  T.  Leamon  was  unanimously  re- 
elected secretary,  and  the  following  wore 
elected  to  form  the  committee : Mrs.  Booth 
(Derby),  and  Messrs.  W.  Young  (Codnor 
Park)',  H.  Yeomans  (Lea  and  Holloway),  T. 
H.  Edinborough  (Long  Eaton  Printing),  W. 
Wvld  (Tibshelf),  J.  Bailey  (Long  Eaton),  D 
Sharpe  (Langley  Mill),  T.  A.  Jolley  (Derby 
Printers).  T.  W.  Hill  (Ripley),  W.  Johnson 
(Bolsover),  and  A.  Austin  (Ilkeston). 


JAM  FOR 
COVEN’I  RY 
CO-OPERATORS. 

The  vans  seen  in 
the  picture,  which  be- 
long to  the  Coventry 
Society,  are  loaded  up 
with  new  season’s 
strawberry  jam  in 
course  of  delivery  to 
tho  society’s  thirty 
branches. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 


During  the  coal  stoppage  last  yqar  the  Ton 
Society  helped  its  members  to  the  extent  of 
more  than  £68,000  worth  of  necessaries;  a 
fact  which  has  given  non-co-operators  in  the 
Rhondda  furiously  to  think.  They  admit 
that  no  other  organisation  was  able  td  render 
such  wonderful  service  at  a time  when  it  was 
so  sadly  needed.  Truly,  the  co-operative 
movement  is  the  bulwark  of  the  workers. 

The  eastern  front  is  now  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  architects’  department  of 
the  C.W.S.  at  Cardiff.  Recently  the  Newport 
Society  decided  to  erect  a garage  in  order  to 
copo  with  its  requirements  and  accommodation 
for  futuro  developments.  The  new  building 
will  be  capable  of  housing  twenty-four  vehicles 
and  provido  a very  necessary  repairing  depot. 
This  will  lead  to  future  developments.  The 
plans  of  the  new  building  have  been  prepared 
by  Mr.  W.  T.  Springall,  L.R.LB.A.  (of  the 
architects’  department  of  tho  C.W.S.,  Cardiff). 

Still  further  east  of  the  great  hub  of  tho  West, 
the  Cfti  rise  loss  Sooicty,  near  Stroud,  has 
decided  to  go  it}  for  something  substantial  at 
Wootton-under-Edge.  Not  only  will  altera- 
tions be  made  to  existing  premises  to  establish 
a modern  grocery  department,  but  new  pre- 
mises will  be  built  to  accommodate  the  drapery, 
boots,  and  butchery  branches  in  Long-street, 
These  now  buildings  will  bo  erected  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Snringall.  Shortly  it  will 
be  the  turn  of  tho  industrial  areas  to  develop, 
then  the  C.W.S.  architects  will  bo  fully 
employed. 


included  a lien  and  chicks,  ducks,  geese, 
sow  and  litter,  cow  and  calf,  and  mare  and 
foal,  besides  apples,  pears,  potatoes,  and 
mangols  in  the  general  show.  Needless  to 
say,  they  were  all  much  admired. 

Demonstration. 

In  the  evening  an  open-air  demonstra- 
tion was  held — the  experiment  of  last  year 
— when  the  efforts  proved  successful,  being 
again  justified.  The  services  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Watkins  (Plymouth)  were  secured  as 
speaker. 

In  the  course  of  an  earnest  and  eloquent 
address.  Mr.  Watkins  congratulated  the 
Gloucester  Society  on  its  fine  premises,  on 
its  general  body  of  trade,  tho  increasing 
share  capital,  and  its  dividend  of  Is.  9d. 
in  the  pound,  which  in  some  societies  was 
at  the  vanishing  point.  In  these  days  of 
the  burden  of  expenses  and  reductions  in 
rstock  values  they  had  every  reason  to  be 
thankful . As  lie  looked  around  and  saw 
the  setting  of  the  day’s  programme  in  such 
lovely  surroundings,  he  was  reminded  of  a 
saying  of  Robert  Owen’s,  that  “every- 
thing was  open  to  co-operators,”  and  they 
saw  glimpses  of  it  there  that  ovening — 
pleasure  and  utility,  beauty  and  useful- 
ness, as  exemplified  in  the  efforts  to  pro- 
duce such  a show  and  its  other  attractions. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Ratcliff e, 
vice-president  of  the  Gloucester  Society. 

All  the  arrangements  of  this  most  suc- 
cessful day  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
society’s  education  committee. 
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FLOWER  SHOW  AND 
FETE. 

GALA  DAY  AT  GLOUCESTER. 


FAMILY  GATHERING. 

August  Bank  Holiday  would  be  a very 
dull  day  in  Gloucester  if  it  was  not  for  the 
local  co-operative  society’s  efforts  to  pro- 
vide an  attraction.  The  annual  flower  show 
and  fete,  which  is  considered  the  family 
gathering  of  the  members  in  Gloucester  and 
Cheltenham,  lias  of  recent  years  been  made 
more  attractive,  and,  given  fine  weather — 
that  great  factor  in  all  this  kind  of  thing — 
always  commands  a large  attendance.  In 
view  of  the  long  programme  to  be  got 
through,  the  customary  opening  ceremony 
was  dispensed  with.  Heavy  rain  fell  on 
Sunday.,  but  after  a dull  morning  the 
weather  cleared  on  Monday,  and  a large 
crowd  of  members  and  friends  enjoyed  tho 
varied  proceedings. 

The  Show. 

The  event  took  place  on  the  society’s 
estate  in  India-road,  Gloucester.  The  huge 
cart-shed  had  been  cleared  for- the  occasion, 
and  was  barely  largo  enough  for  the 
exhibits.  Some  idea  of  the  (size  of  the 
show  may  be  gained  from  the  fact  that 
there  were  sixteen  classes  for  flowers,  wit'll 
five  special  prizes,  six  classes  for  fruit,  and 
twenty-two  for  vegetables,  all  of  them  for 
amateurs  and  only  open  to  members  of  the 
(society. 

Three  cookery  classes— for  potatoes  and 
cakes — lent  variety,  and  fourteen  classes 
for  children  brought  in  a lot  of  entries. 
Wild  flowers,  drawing,  writing,  needlework, 
knitting,  and  fancy  work  gave  every  oppor- 
tunity for  the  youngsters  to  take  part. 
Nine  classes  were  set  aside  for  adults, 
ranging  from  plain  needlework  and  knitting 
to  crochet  and  canvas  work,  and  any  article 
either  fancy  or  useful ; while  space  was 
left  (4ft.  Gin.  to  each)  for  the  best  designs 
in  table  decorations.  Fretwork,  pictures, 
works  of  art,  models,  or  any  other  articles 
of  industry  were  in  a class  to  themselves, 
and  enabled  a number  of  members  to  show 
originality  of  thought  both  in  design  and 
workmanship.  Here  again  there  were  a 
large  number  of  entries  in  all  classes,  a 
good  number  of  the  exhibits  being  really 
beautiful. 

The  additional  and  attractive  section  of 
poultry,  pigeons,  and  rabbits  (a  new 
feature  last  year)  were  allocated  as  follows:! 
Eight  classes  for  poultry,  old  and  young 
birds ; six  classes  for  pigeons,  and  five  for 
rabbits,  with  four  special  prizes  divided 
between  the  three  sections. 

Judges'  Task. 

As  may  be  imagined,  the  judges  had  no 
sineeure  in  getting  tli rough  their  duties. 
Over  £50  were  given  in  prizes.  Every  class 
was  well  filled,  and  in  many  eases  extra' 
prizes  had  to  be  awarded,  t lie  competition 
being  so  keen.  Last  year  the  drought 
affected  the  entries,  but  it  was  made  up 
for  this  year.  The  judges  of  the  flowers 
and  vegetables  were  very  pleased  with  the 
number  and  quality  of  tlie  exhibits,  ‘saying 
that  tlie  weather,  though  mostly  wet  and 
stormy,  was  very  favourable  to  growth. 
Tlie  poultry  section  also  shewed  a large 
increase  of  exhibits,  notably  in  pigeons  and 
.rabbits. 

The  proceedings  began  at  a quarter 
to  three  with  a fancy  dress  parade. 
Tliis  was  a further  new  venture,  and  proved 
not  only  successful  but  of  great  interest. 
The  fancy  dresses  were  all  of  a co-opera  five 
character,  based  on  advertisements  of 
C.W.S.  productions,  bills,  show-cards,  Are., 
being  supplied  for  the  purpose  tq,  the  com- 
petitors. The  parade  took  place  on  tho 
field,  being  also  organised  by  the  employees’ 
sports  club.  There  were  thirty  entries  for 
this,  mostly  of  children,  and  being  the  first 
effort  of  its  kind  was  considered  very 
encouraging.  - 

Under  the  heading  of  “ Ae  Olde  English 
Sports  Meeting,”  the  employees’  sports 
club  organised  a series  of  races  and  sports, 
which  brought  a number  of  entries  and 
proved  humorous  and  interesting.  Briefly, 
tlie  chief  events  were  a pillow  fight  and 
high  jump  (open  to  all) ; ladies  only — egg 
and  spoon,  balloon  and  plate,  sack  race, 
and  musical  chairs ; gentlemen  only— 100 
yards  flat,  sack  race,  obstacle  race,  and 
liat-trimming  competition ; for  children— 
two  races  each  for  hoys  and  girls.  Hie 
employees  modestly  reserved  but  one  race 
for  themselves,  and  some  good  form  was 
shown.  This  is  tlie  second  time  the  sports 
club  have  assisted,  and  their  efforts  were 
much  appreciated.  The  prizes  for  tlie 
parade  and  snorts  were  on  view  in  the  show 
during  the  afternoon. 

Incidental  sideshows  were  provided  by 
lioop-la,  ball-ln.  tho  now  apparently  inevi- 
table bowling  for  n live  pig,  and  shooting 
rmlleries,  while  further  novelties  were  pro- 
vided by  football,.  Aunt  Sally,  and  «4iair- 
roimdabouts,  and  it  is  hard  to  say  which 
proved  most  attractive,  ns  play  was  con- 
tinuous. Rowlands’  Band  played  selections 
during  the  afternoon,  and  in  the  evening 
the  opportunity  for  dancing  was  taken 
everv  advantage  of  by  old  and  young. 

A corner  of  the  field  was  reserved  for 
exhibits  from  the  society’s  farm.  These 

[Continued  at  toot  of  previous  column.] 
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WHEN  ON  HOLIDAY 

LIVE  AND  ACT  CO-OPERATION. 

At  some  time  and  in  all  movements 
there  comes  a period  of  relaxation.  And 
the  body  co-operative  needs  this  respite 
quite  as  much  as  any  other  port  of  the 
community. 

August,  with  its  call  to  sea  and 
country,  is  with  us,  when  hundreds  of 
women  co-operators  and  (Guildswomen 
will  leave  their  own  particular  corner 
to  take  care  of  itself  whilst  they  go 
a-journeying  by  land  and  sea.  And 
though  active  co-operative  work  such  as 
we  know  it  in  our  own  towns  may  be  in 
abeyance,  holidays  provide  fresh  oppor- 
tunities for  the  exercise  of  the  co-opera- 
tive spirit.  Unconsciously  each  indi- 
vidual is  a missionary.  She  may  carry 
no  flag,  nor  yet  wear  a badge.  But 
every  action  is  indicative  of  the  spirit 
which  animates  us.  And  holiday  time 
is  <5ne  of  the  greatest  revelations  of 
hidden  thoughts  and  ideas. 

One  has  only  to  watch  a huge  crowd 
board  a waiting  train  or  a steamer  to  be 
fully  convinced  that  the  great  mass  of 
people  have  no  understanding  of  the 
elementary  co-operative  principle, 

Each  for  all,  and  all  for  each.” 

Yet  this  is  the  simple  lesson  which 
has  been  taught  us  in  other  phraseology 
in  every  scripture  lesson  in  our  infant 
days.  A crowded  railway  carriage  pro- 
vides another  opportunity  for  the 
dominant  selfishness  of  one  or  two  pas- 
sengers who  decide  whether  the  window 
shall  be  up  or  down  irrespective  of  the 
feelings  . of  others- 

These  instances  serve  to  show  that  co- 
operation one  with  another  for  the  well- 
being of  all  plays  little  part  in  our 
national  life.  Co-operation  is  not  only 
concerned  with  trading.  It  is  a 
spiritual  asset  without  which  no  body 
of  people  can  long  remain  powerful.  It 
was  this  sense  which  nations  utterly 
lacked,  thus  rendering  possible  the 
great  war. 

But  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  holi- 
days? Everything!  Of  course,  we 
naturally  preach  the  advantages  of 
co-operative  trading  wherever  we  find 
ourselves.  Yet  the  greatest  and  most 
far-reaching  sermons  exist  in  actions.' 

A holiday  is  valueless  that  takes  out 
of  account  the  happiness  and  comfort  of 
the  next  man. 

The  helping  of  a woman  burdened 
with  luggage  and  small  children  into  a 
train,  the  supporting  arm  to  a blind 
person  crossing  the  street,' the  taking 
care  of  another  woman’s  offspring  on 
the  beach  whilst  she  goes  shopping 
alone,  all  that  is  co-operation. 

Many  may  feel  that  they  would  prefer 
to  spend  their  short  holiday  right  away 
from  guild  problems  and  national  ques- 
ftipns  so  that  they  can  return  with  fresh 
vigour.  Be  that  a_s  it  may,  a true  co- 
operator  never  forgets  her  passionate 
message.  Express  it  in  actions  this 
August.  They  will  probably  result  in 
vigorous  trees  in  the  years  that  are  to 
come. 

Co-operators  are  not  working  to  right 
a wrong  here  and  another  there.  They 
arc  building  an  everlasting  city. 


A Two  Days’  School  and  officials’  class 
.wore  recently  held  at  Wymondham.  when 
Mrs.  Pidgeon  was  the  teacher.  Delegates 
troin  all  the  branches  in  the  district 
attended. 

Women  and  the  Recent  Welsh  Elections. 

Co-operative  guildswomen  took  an  active 
part  in  the  recent  elections  at  Pontypridd 
and  at  Gower,  when,  it  will  bo  remembered, 
two  .Labour  candidates  were  returned.  “ It 
would  .have  done  your  heart  good.”  wrote 
Mrs.  Smith  (the  district  secretary),  ‘‘to 
have  seen  the  way  our  women  turned  up 
at  the  meetings.  We  addressed  eight 
■meetings  from  Wednesday  morning 
Thursday  evening,  three  or  four  women 
speaking  at  each  meeting.  It  was  fine  to 
*°e  wonum  taking  the  chair,  those  who  had 
never  previously  had  the  courage  to  say  a 
any  mcet,ng.  many  in  the  outlying 
districts  never  even  having  attended  an  elec- 
tion meeting  before.  Our  co-operative 
women  stood  solid  for  Labour;  they  can- 
vassed, and  altogether  we  gave  Mr/  Lloyd 

Ss?+8n  *■ ,e  S l°ck  °,f  llw  life-  Hnrd  work,  I 
can  tell  you ; but  who  cares  about  that  when 

stake»eTlff  H'T°n  "ml  Slliltlr<?n  are  at 
stake,  i lie  meetings  were  simply  crowded.” 


IRISH  WOMEN  WORKERS. 

THEIR' ATTITUDE  TO  TRADE  UNIONISM  AND  WORLD'S  WORK. 


NO  CA’  CANNY  : NO  MIXED  ORGANISATIONS. 


WiS  were  reminded  by  last  week’s 
demonstration  in  support  of  “ No  More 
War  ” that  one  of  the  most  vital  in- 
fluences for  keeping  a world  in  harmony 
is  that  of  mutually  understanding 
each  other’s  attitude  towards  industry, 
and,  in  particular,  the  industrial  ques- 
tions governing  women’s  position  in  the 
working  world.  We  are  quite  ready  to 
believe,  and  to  agree,  that  on  questions 
of  motherhood  and  the  love  of  home 
and  children,  women  are  alike  the  wide 
world  over.  In  these  matters,  not  only 
are  “The  Colonel’s  Lady”  and 
‘Biddy  O’Grady”  sisters  under 
“ their  skins,”  but  the  British  woman, 
the  German  woman,  and  the  Hottentot 
woman  are  mothers  in  their  hearts— the 
bond  of  union  is  perfect  in  this  aspect  of 
human  life. 

On  industrial  questions,  however, 
there  is  still  much  to  learn  of  each 
other’s  feelings,  and  much  enlighten- 
ment is  needed  to  create  a perfect  bond 
of  union  between  the  different  peoples 
who  feed  and  clothe  and  salisfy  the 
wants  of  all. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  “ Irish 
Economist  ” for  an  extremely  interest- 
ing glimpse  into  the  minds  of  Irish 
women  upon  the  question  of  women’s 
trade  unions  and  upon  the  ethical  prin- 
ciples of  trade  organisations  which  is 
extremely  heartening. 

The  article  is  by  Miss  Louie  Bennett, 
of  the  Irish  Women  Workers’  Union  in 
Dublin,  and  we  venture  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  it  by  somewhat  liberal  quotation, 
because  the  “ Irish  Economist  ” is  not 
a journal  which  circulates  freely 
amongst  English  co-operators. 

Miss  Bennett  tells  how  the  Irish 
Women  Workers’  Union  began  in  icjic, 
when  women's  earnings  in  Dublin  were 
upon  a miserable  scale.  In  1917,  Miss 
Bennett  was  invited  to  organise  the 
“ aristocrats  of  industry  ” — the  women 
in  the  printing  trade,  whose  earnings 
then  ranged  from  2s.  6d.  to  :2s.  a week. 
“Twelve  shillings  was  wealth  and 
rarely  paid;  7s.  6d.  was,  perhaps,  the 
average  wage  for  the  older  women. 

Nevertheless  the  union  grew,  and  the 
members  demanded  and  obtained 
increases  of  wages,  which  they  refused 
to  accept  because  it  was  not  offered 
through  the  union.  It  was  this  self- 
sacrifice  of  personal  gain,  and  loyalty  to 
the  union,  which  “eventually  wore  down 
the  opposition  of  the  Masters’  Associa- 
tion.” The  same  loyalty  has  been 
pianifested  many  times,  Miss  Bennett 
tells  us,  _when  Irish  women  have  been 


thrown  out  of  work  because  of  some  dis- 
pute between  the  men  and  the  masters. 
“ Girl  after  girl  has  left  her  employment 
because  of  a scrupulous  determination 
not  to  handle  doubtful  work  and  so 
weaken  the  men’s  position.” 

This  spirit  also  manifests  itself 
towards  the  employer.  “ Ca’  canny  ” 
is  rare  amongst  Irish  women  workers 
under  good  conditions.  Loyalty  seems 
indeed  a “special  virtue”  amongst 
women  workers,  and  Miss  Bennett 
thinks  this  is  derived  “ from  their 
religious  spirit.  Religion,”  she  says, 

‘ ‘ plays  its  part  in  the  trade  unionism  of 
Irish  women,  and  helps  them  to  some 
extent  to  redeem  it  from  the  sordid  and 
mercenary  atmosphere  which  haunts 
trade  unionism  in  general.  ”- 
Then  an  interesting  light  is  thrown 
upon  the  attitude  of  Irish  women  to- 
wards the  question  of  separate  organisa- 
tions for  men  and  women.  In  mixed 
organisations,  we  are  told,  women  are 
swamped  b}’  the  “ old  attitude  of  male 
Superiority,”  and  there  is  little,  if  any, 
scope  for  the  play  of  women’s  attitude 
of  thought.  “ To  men,”  Miss  Bennett 
points  out,  “ wages  are  more  important 
than  conditions  ; it  is  vice  versa  with  the 
women.  Their  instinctive  desire  is  to 
bring  what  may  be  called  the  humanities 
into  industrial  life.” 

We  like  to  feel  that  this  attitude  of 
mind  is  common  to  most  women’s 
organisations,  but  there,  is  far  too  little 
thought  and  care  given  to  this  side  of 
our  industrial  organisation.  Even  in  wel- 
fare work  and  in  the  work  of  inspeefion,. 
there  is  a serious  lack  of  understanding 
as  to  the  relation  between  national  pros- 
perity and  national  welfare  from  a’ 
humanitarian  point  of  view.  The  em- 
ploying class — even  the  best  of  them — 
“ have  not  glimpsed  the  core  of  the 
problem,”  and  in  Miss  Bennett’s 
opinion,  industry  even  under  the 
workers’  control,  may  remain  a' “soul 
destroying  ihechanism  ” unless  in-' 
formed  by  this  wider  conception  of 
national  welfare. 

We  would  interpret  this  to  mean  the 
spirit  of  eo-operation  applied  to  indus- 
try, with  full  scope  given  to  women  to 
exercise  their  peculiar  bias  towards 
religion  and  human  sensibility  ” upon 
the  work  of  the  world. 

There  is  much  food  for  thought  in  the 
brief  glimpse  of  our  Irish  sisters’  point 
of  view.  Thoughts  which  may  well 
colour  our  coming  discussion  on 
women’s  place  in  industry.  We  com- 
mend the  subject  to  our  readers’ 
attention. 


PEACE  CONGRESS  IMPRESSIONS. 

WHERE  WAS  THE  VOICE  OF  CO-OPERATION  ? 


Mrs.  Bain  of  the  Central  Committee 
of  the  English  Women’s  Guild,  was  one  of 
the  representatives  appointed  to  the  twentv- 
second  annual  Peace  Congress  held  last 
week  in  London.  Asked  her  impressions, 
she  said,  “ The  event  was  to  1110  a wonderful 
experience  and  a most  hopeful  sign 
of  the  times.  Some  twenty  countries  were 
represented,  and  the  gathering  was  almost 
unanimous  for  total  disarmament. 

Among  other  subjects  discussed,’’  she 
said,  ‘‘  were  the  abolition  of  nil  measures  of 
restrictions  upon  international  trade, 
mutual  cancellation  of  inter-alliecl  debts, 
the  revision  of  the  Peace  Treaties,  and  a 
full  and  just  peaee  with  Russia.  Among 
the  leading  speakers  at  the  various  sessions 
were  Senator  La  Fontaine  (President  of 
the  Peace  Council),  Miss  Katherine  Mar- 
shall, Mrs.  Swnnwiek,  Sir  George  Paisli 
and  Lord  Robert  Cecil. 

“ I wish  it  had  been  possible  for  every 
member  of  our  Guild  to  have  heard  the 
speech  of  Miss  Lind-af-Hagebv  at  the 
public  meeting  on  the  Thursday.  Very 
forcibly  she  pictured  the  part  women 
played  in  warfare.  It  was,  she  said, 
woman’s  lot  bear  man  in  the  first  place,’ 
then  give  him  up  in  his  prime  to  the 
ravages  of  the  battlefield,  and  then  Inter 
she  wae  called  upon  to  take  her  pai-t  in  the 
beautiful  but  illogical  patchwork  of  war. 
She  wondered  how  long  wdnien  would  con- 
sent to  do  this,  and  what  might  have 


happened,  ere  this,  had  they  l'efrained. 
She  asked  how  soon  were  women  going  to 
realise  the  immense  stupidity  of  warfare, 
and  to  refuse  to  give  up  their  sons  and 
husbands  to  be  food  for  guns.  She  felt  it 
was  up  to  women  to  break  the  allurement 
of  «ar  and  to  abstain  from  any  participa- 
tion in  it.  She  felt  a new  force  was  enter- 
ing the  soul  of  woman,  and,  given  equal 
chances,  she.  believed  we  should  approach 
that  time  when  the  duality  of  human 
nature,  the  male  and  female  forces,  would 
co-work  together  ifor  good.  She  begged 
women  who  stood -for  creative  and  spiritual 
power  to  come  forward,  and  with  their 
counsels  become  the  active  agents  of  the 
future  peace  of  the  world.” 

“ Was  the  co-operative  movement  offi- 
cially represented  at  the  Congress?”  we 
asked. 

“No,”  replied  Mrs.  Bain,  ‘‘and  I much 
regret  that  the  voice  of  our  great 
movement  was  not  heard.  As  one 
who.  believes  that  the  co-operative  move- 
ment lias  a great  pnrt  to  play  in  the  future 
peace  of  the  world,  it  seemed  incongruous 
that  its  voice  should  not  be  heard  in  this 
great  assembly  of  nations.  True,  our 
women  did  not  actually  take  part  in  this 
Congress.  Their  interests  were  centred 
in  the  Saturday’s  ‘ No-More-Wnr  ’ demon- 
stration, at  which  Guild  banners  were  seen 
in  all  directions,  the  rally  of  Southern 
Guild  members  being  simply  splendid.” 


cases. 


bedraggled 

matrimony. 

NEWSPAPERS  AND  DIVORCE 

De.ah  Madam, — Everv  wonvm 
and  particularly 

Imimliiiteil  and  shamed  at  tile  reSnf * ” 
disclosures  bearing  on  present  V,rB> 
cases.  It  is 

read  these  cases  in  the  nc,vspa„”'sS'''"'‘ 
either  they  arc  mystified  anil  twSf.:!* 
to  discuss  the  matter,  or  they  revel  h 
sordid  details  of  bedraggled  n,atri» 
And  these  young  people  are  not  it  l,lf' 
ones  who  ore  defiled.  Warned  lml  !j  on,.t 
minds  of  mature  years ^ injov  the 

fasEiile"1  soriet  SSE Ta'iS 

As  a body  of  working  women  endeavm 
mg  to  keep  the  young  mind  us  nnre 
possible  some  protest  should  be  nmde  I* 
it  possible  for  our  women  magistrate  , 
guide  this  protest  so  that  it  is  made  eft? 

!.Veri  In  tny-  case’  ifc  * wickedly  Trolll 
sdently  submit  to  such  a state  of  affain 
Perhaps  the  Women’s  Guild  Central  & 

wf,  C&°c.!d  take  » «*• 

A Mother. 


education  in  the 

GUILD  ROOM. 

Dear  Madam,— Most  women  join  n Guild 
nfMn+ih  t0  gam  a knowledge  of  co-operation 
and  the  movement,  as  well  as  for  social  coir, 
pamonship.  Hence  it  will  be  seen  how  the 
ordinary  member  can  affect  the  whole  Guild 
tor  good  or  ill,  and  how  important  is  the 
value  of  co-operative  education  in  the  guild- 
room.  b 

It  is  there  where  a clear  understanding 
ought  to  be  given  of  what  our  aims  and 
objects  are.  But  how  vague  is  all  the  talk 
about  a Co-operative  Commonwealth,  and 
bow  tew  co-operators  realise  how  it  is  to  be 
brought  about.  Generally  speaking,  mem- 
bers do  not  even  know  that  the  princ  iples  of 
co-operation  must  supersede  the  old  system 
or  competition  and  greed. 

If  knowledge  about  social  conditions  is  not 
gained  in  the  guild-room,  and  if  righteous- 
ness  is  not  practised  by  guilders,  the  de- 
velopment of  the  movement  generallv  must 
be  hampered.  To-day  the  people,  degraded 
by  drudgery  and  luxury,  are  like  dull-eved 
animals.  The  appeals  of  truth,  beauty, 
poetry,  and  music-  are  all  in  vain.  With 
bandaged  eves,  even  the  boldest  women  can 
onjy  walk  a few  paces,  and  even  that  with’ 
fear  and  trembling.  So  it  is  if  the  mental 
outlook  is  blind-folded.  A person  whose 
mind  is  darkened  by  fear,  greed,  pride,  and 
ambition,  hardly  dares  to  make  a more  less 
hurt  come  to  her.  Ahd  a person  afflicted 
with  ambition  cannot  expect  to  know  what 
real  happiness  is.  When  a person  is 
feverishly  anxious  to  be  publicly  greeted, 
then  we  see  what  a contemptible  quality 
“ambition”  really  is. — Yours  truly. 

A Guilds  woman* 


ILLNESS  OF  MRS.  UNSWORTH 
(DERBY). 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  hear  of 
the  continued  illness  of  Mrs.  Lr ns  worth, 
tlie  secretary  of  the  Derby  Guild  branch, 
and  secretary  of  the  Midland  Section  of 
the  English  Women’s  Guild.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Mrs.  Unsworth.  through 
illness,  was  unable  to  attend  either  the 
Brighton  or  the  Portsmouth  Congresses, 
and  now  we  hear  that  for  the  past  eleven 
weeks  only  slow  progress  has  been  made 
towards  recovery.  The  sympathy  of  all  her 
fellow-workers,  not  only  in  the  Derby  dis- 
trict but  throughout  the  Guild  movement 
generally,  will  go  out  to  Mrs.  Unsworth 
while  thus  laid  aside  from  the  work  she  so 
ardently  and  dearly  loves.  To  Mr.  Cw- 
worth  also  we.  extend  our  sympathy,  and 
fervently  desire  that  the  hopes  now  enter- 


tained for 
realised. 


a complete  recovery  may  t 


The  members  of  the  Rochester  Row  (West- 
minster) Guild  recently  enjoyed  a social,  at 
which  members  from  the  Wood  Green  and 
Highgate  branches  .were  present. 

In  connection  with  the  Cat  ford  Junior 
Guild  a prize  distribution  was  held  recently* 
Trained  by  Mrs.  Lang ton  and  Mrs.  b. 
Whitaker,  the  oliildren  perform 3d  two 
operettas — “ Tile  Doll's  At  Home  ” a.n“ 
“ Peeps  into  Picture  Land."  An  attract'*® 
feature  was  a dance  of  garlands.  During 
the  evening  prizes  and  certificates  "-L 
presented  by  Mrs.  Stewart  (West  Norwood 
educational  committee). 

The  Northampton  Central  Guild  held  A'- 
half-yoarly  meeting  recently,  when  Mrs.  j" 
Wilson  presided.  An  excellent  report  oM 
year’s  work  was  given  by  the  secretary  1 **!”• 
Lvon)  showing  an  inorease  In  memboisniPj 
Mrs.  Lyon  ( retiring  secretary)  was  thiU'K 
for  her  work.  Now  members  were  elec 
on  the  committee,  and  Mrs.  \.  Bartlett,  •• 
Oliver-street,  Kimjsley  Park.  Northampt®  < 
was  elected  secretary. 


>OSTON  SPA,  YORKSHIRE — THE 


COOPERATIV* 


Tadca-ster  and  District  Osoperatlve  Society 
Boaton  Spa  Branch,  Boston  Spa,  York*. 
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LETTERS  from  our  colonial  friends. 

HOW  CO-OPERATION  FARES  AT  THE  ANTIPODES. 

WHERE  UNEMPLOYMENT  IS  RAMPANT. 

We  continue  to  receive  letters  from  our  colonial  co-operative  friends  In 
Australia  and  New  Zealand,  which,  like  the  copies  of  their  co-operative  periodi- 


_is  i>rjng  quite  a glow  of  friendliness  with  them.  So  much  so,  that,  feeling 
niher  co-operative  friends  will  be  equally  interested,  we  have  decided  to  publish 
two  letters  as  the  matter  they  contain  about  the  progress  of  tho  movement 
at  the  Antipodes  is  most  interesting  and  valuable.  

d . . ..i.,  ...... lha  miuAmdnt  in  Fnpl 


Both  letters  are  from 


those  who  formerly  worked  for  the  movement  in  England— Mrs.  Jones  and  Mr. 

T W.  Evans,  both  of  Manchester,  the  latter  at  ono  time  being  an  employee  of 
oiir  C.W.S.  in  Manchester. 

in  the  course  of  her  letter,  dated  June  27th,  1922,  Mrs.  Jones  says:  We 

are  passing  through  a very  trying  time,  and  can  assure  you  we  need  all  the 
enthusiasm  it  is  possible  to  work  up.  Thousands  are  walking  the  street  in 
Vvdney  Returned  soldiers  and  others  sleep  in  the  parks  at  night,  and  not 
from  choice.  Soup  kitchens  have  been  opened,  and  all  this  after  the  millions 
of  lives  lost  in  the  war  which  was  going  to  MAKE  A LAND  FIT  FOR 

trough  co-operative  literature,"  continues  Mrs.  Jones,  " we  can 
make  our  members  realise  the  futility  of  war,  and  that  only  by  oo-operating 
for  the  benefits  of  All  will  we  ever  emancipate  ourselves  from  capitalism— 
well  wo  will  do  our  part.  At  the  moment  our  guilds  are  marking  time,  but 
l send  you  subscriptions  for  1 Woman’s  Outlook,'  the  ‘ News,'  and  ' Our  Circle' 
for  the  next  six  months. 

• in  conclusion,  be  sure  and  tell  any  co-operative  friends  who  are  giving 
up  their  work  to  come  here  that  there  is  a terrible  amount  of  unemployment 
in  our  midst."  

UNIONISM  LABOUR'S  SWORD-CO-OPERATION  LABOUR  S 
TROWEL. 


I 


I 


Deaii  Madam. — I must  eongratulaie  jou 
JS  movement  at  home  upon  t he  pi.hllca- 
of  Woman's  Outlook."'  It  .»  indeeda 
Sul  addition  to  the  realm  of  co-openitne 
literature.  It  Is  only  by  such  good  litera- 
ls education,  and  propaganda  that  Urn 

ypS'to  X^probtem  that”  confront 

Monthly  " are  most  ^ t 

Varied.  There  is  none 
cf  the  usual  unnecessary 
society  notes  to  be  found 
ia  so  many  womens 
periodicals.  Not  only  is 
“ Woman's  Outlook”  a 
roman's  paper,  but 
there  is  much  in  it  that 
interests  the  “ old  man,” 
too.  But  may  I intro- 
duce myself?  I am  a 
native  of  Manchester ; 
was  brought  up  in  the 
movement,  and  since  my 
advent  in  Australia  I 
have  prqached  co-opera- 
tion wherever  T could, 
first  in  New  South  Wales 
and  latterly  in  South 
Australia.  ' But  co- 
operation has  a long  way 
to  go  here  before  it 
makes  much  headway, 
the  reason  for  which  is 
not  far  to  seek.  There  is 
so  much  apathy  on  the 
part  of  the  lower  paid 
. workers.  There  are 
other  causes,  of  course, 
that  keep  the  movement  bock.  For  in- 
stance, societies  here,  a^  a general  rule,  Uo 
no  propaganda  work  of  any  note,  with  the 
exception  of  New  South  Wales,  wlrere  a 
Women’s  Guild  lias  been  formed  in  Sydney, 
and  has  now  several  branches.  The  main 
credit  cf  this  is  due  to  Mrs.  M.  Jones  .Mate 
of  Manchester),  who  has  worked  very  hard 
tortile  co-operative  movement  in  that  state. 
Efforts  are  to  be  made  in  South  Australia 
during  the  coming  winter  for  the  formation 
of  a Co-operative  Guild.  In  lily  opinion 
there  Ms  not  enough  sympathy  between  the 
trade  union  movement  and  the  co-operative 
movement  hene.  Perhaps  this  will  come  at 
« later  stage.  Trade  anionism  in  this 
eoiuitry  needs  some  new  lead.  Strikes  and 
Political  action  seem  to  be  'vetting  to  the 
•limit  of  their  usefulness.  A new  policy  is 
needed— constructive,  not  destructive  Such 
a policy  stands  waiting  in  the  co-operative 
'novemeiit,  which  the  trade  unionist  lias  not 
jet  fully  grasped.  I.et  trade  unionism 
stand  behind  the  co-operative  movement  and 
u*e  it  to  the  utmost  iu  fighting  the  battle 
°f  the  workers;  it  will  then  eclipse  all  past 
achievements.  Generally  speaking  there  aie 
may  two  parties  here — Liberal  and  Labour, 
the  Liberals  we  canmot  look  to  for  much 
,le‘P.  ns  they  iu  Australia  are  only  the  cou- 
rorvntivo  element  in  political  life.  We  have 
•Hi*0  a.  varied  stock  of  Labour  members — some 
d,j!ong  them  whose  sole  stock- in^t.i  a do  is  talk, 
whilst  tlie  Liberal  looks  on  politics  mainly'as 
^ opportunity  for  a career.  These  would 
noth  fight  shy  of  the  hard  work  involved  in 
jne  co-operative  movement  here.  Unionism 
u Labour’s  sword,  and  eo-opei'Mion  Labour’s 
trowel  We  shall  have  to  have  a more 
ugorons  application  of  the  trowel  if  we  ate 
to  build  up  the  city  tof  industrial  democracy. 


MY  VERY  OWN  PAPER, 


Patience  A.  Tacg.  Ridding?,  Allreton.  V 
Derby.  i 

It  is  a groat  pleasure  for  1 
me  to  read  " Woman’s  Out- 
look  ” from  cover  to  cover  y 
every  month — every  word  is  i 
of  interest.  7 

I am  a great  reader  of  co-  ? 
operative  literature,  but  this,  d 
my  very  own  paper,  which  I v 
have  never  missed  since  it  j 
first  came  out,  stands  out  for  7 
its  up-to-date  helpfulness,  and  7 
tho  articles  ar\d  illustrations  1 
are  Just  what  we  co-operative  7 
women  require.  I think  this  7 
month's  issue  is  better  than  J 
ever,  and  pattern  for  which  I A 
am  sending  is  very  useful.  7 
Wishing  you  and  your  paper  a 
every  success. 


Our  politicians,  speaking  generally,  are  too 
prone  to  seek  the  easy,  pleasant,  and  most 
lucrative  tasks  to  be  performed.  As  an 
instance  of  this  the  Federal  Parliament 
members  raised  their  salary  from  £600  io 
£1,000  per  year  in  three  nights’  sittings  and 
discussion,  and  in  South  Australia  they  rose 
from  £200  to  £400  per  annum  in  one  night, 
whilst  it  took  the  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Engineers  (of  which  I am  .1  member)  two 
years  to  get  into  the 
® Federal  Arbitration 

Court.  There  is  another 
aspect  which  to  me  is  the 
most  serious  matter  of 
all,  and  must  be 
remedied  before  the 
Australian  co-operative 
movement  can  rise  to 
the  occasion,  that  is,  the 
exclusion  of  representa- 
tives of  private  enter- 
prise firms  sitting  on, 
boards  of  management. 
Tlie  society  to  which  I 
Belong — the  Adelaide — 
has  no  less  than  four 
directors  out  of  , seven 
who  are  thus  connected. 
Our  Industrial  Act  is 
fifty-seven  years  old. 
There  is  also  far  too 
much  credit  trading  in 
societies,  and  with  a 
view  to  eliminating  this 
it  was  decided  by  a few 
of  the  progressives  (in- 
$ eluding  myself)  to  move 

at  the  half-yearly  meet- 
ing for  a preferential 
dividend  to  members  trading  for  cash. 
We  Were  told  that  this  would 

ruin  the  society,  and  all  kinds  of 

obstacles  were  placed  in  cur  way.  How- 
ever, we  carried  the  resolution  and  tlie 

society  was  not  ruined,  but  the  next  half-year 
made  a record  number  of  new  members. 
After  a few  yeans’  hard  work  we  have  been 
successful  in  launching  a Co-operative  Union 
in  South  Australia,  and  although  it  is  only 
in  its  infancy  it  1ms  done  much  useful  work. 
One  example  will  suffice.  The  Peterborough 
Society  (South  Australia)  was  taxed  by  the 
State  authorities  to  the  extent  of  about  £38. 
This  was  far  in  excess  (it  claimed)  of  what 
they  should  pay:  they  are  only  a small 
society  of  some  300  members.  They  placed 
the  matter  in  the  hands  cf  the  newly-formed 
TJniou  (almost  its  first  job),  and  they  were 
successful  in  securing  a reduction  to  about 
£2  10s.  Personally  T would  like  to  see 
the  C'.W.S.  establish  a depot  out  here,  and 
T should  think  there  would  be  sufficient  trade 
in  Australia  to  warrant  tlie  opening  of  t L? 
depot  in  Sydney  or  Melbourne.  The  largest 
society  in  Australia,  tlie  Balmain  (Sydney), 
14,000  members,  only  did  in  the  latter  half  of 
1021  trade  with  the  C.W.S.  to  the  extent  of 
£6,290.  It  is  because  of  what  you  are  doing 
through  ‘‘Woman’s  Outlook”  that  I am 
anxious  to  push  co-operative  literature. 
I read  with  deepest  regret  of  the  loss 
which  you  personally,  and  the  move- 
ment in  general,  lias  sustained  in  tlie  death 
of  the  late  Mr.  Bnmford.  He  died  as  lie 
lived,  for  and  in  the  movement. — Yours 
fraternally,  T.  W.  Evans. 

Adelaide,  South  Australia. 


* Woman’s  Outlook  ” for  reliable  recipes. 


p?rkstone  Guild  members  celebrated  their 
'' eiity.fi r8t  anniversary  recently,  when  Mrs. 

(the  founder  and  find  president)  pre- 
*<oeil  at  the  tea  provided  by,  the  management 
'j^ntfittee.  Mrs.  Ryan  (the  present  presi- 
ll)  presided  at  the  after-gathering. 

^successful  sale  of  work  was  held  by  the- 
Roni*11  Guild  recently  to  raise  funds  to 
two  delegates  to  Congress.  Nearly  £9 
Gmk«a,se^‘  The  sale  was  opened  by  Mrs. 
'vli'o  * °f  the  Rochester  Guild), 

L,,,  presented  with  a pink  and  white 
tionV1  ^ Marjorie  Slioobridge.  In  nildi- 
n,.^00®1^  and  needlework  stalls  there 

e numerous. competitions. 


The  Newmarket  Guild  has  forwarded  £4 
15s.,  the  proceeds  of  a whist  drive  and 
dance,  to  the  Oornisli  Miners’  Relief  Fund. 

The  Hanley  Guild  recently  held  their  final 
meetings  for  the  summer  term.  Songs  and 
dances  were  given  by  the  Sunshine  Troupe. 
The  President  presented  Mrs.  Lawton,  who 
is  leaving  the  district,  with  a silvdt-mounted 
salad  bowl  and  servers  as  a token  of  grati- 
tude for  the  work  she  has  done  in  the  guild, 
and  for  the  energy  she  had  put  into  tho 
organising  of  the  concert  party.  In  thank- 
ing the  members,  Mrs.  Lawton  presented 
the  guild  with  a framed  autographed  photo 
of  Miss  LI.  Davies,  signed  at  Brighton 
Congress. 


WOMEN  AND 
INTERNATIONALISM. 

Tiie  Bristol  and  Somerset  District  Con- 
ference was  held  at  Portishead  on  the  20tli 
ult.,  when  Mrs.  Swann  (council  member) 
spoke  on  “ International  Co-operation.”  The 
resolution  on  International  Co-operation 
passed  at  the  Basle  Conference,  said  tlie 
speaker,  was  the  beginning  of  a new  era 
in  the  co-operative  movement,  and  would 
be  the  means  of  extending  the  movement 
to  nil  countries.  The  co-operative  move- 
ment was  very  strong  in  Russia.  Belgium 
had  fifty  women  on  co-operative  societies’ 
committees ; the  Swiss  had  two  women  on 
tlie  Co-operative  Union,  and  efforts  were 
being  made  to  get  the  women  organised. 
Austria’s  first  guild  was  formed  in  1919. 
The  women  of  Brest  sent  Miss  Jennor  to 
Italy  with  a view  to  extending  cooperation 
in  that  country.  Co-operative  women  in 
other  countries  were  'beginning  to  realise 
their  responsibilities. 

A good  discussion  was  opened  by  Mrs. 
Watts  (Bishopston),  who  asked  if  it  would 
not  be  more  difficult  for  co-operation  to 
make  progress  on  the  Continent.  Mrs. 
Skidmore  also  spoke.  Mrs.  Higgins  asked 
if  girls  abroad  had  the  same  opportunities 
as  their  brothers.  The  speaker  replied  that 
in  Italy  and  other  countries  the  same 
Opportunities  were  not  extended  to  girls. 

Mrs.  Found  pleaded  for  open  member- 
ship in  every  society.  Mesdames  Anthony 
and  Greenland  also  spoke. 

T11  the  evening  the  Portishead  Guild, 
which  was  recently  formed,  held  its  weekly 
meeting,  when  the  district  secretary  gave 
a short  address  on  “ Sickroom  Appliances.” 


LANCASTER  AND  “NO 

MORE  WAR.” 


Jupiter  Pluvius  has  ruine'd  manv  festi- 
vities this  summer.  Worse  still,  lie  has 
been  the  cause  of  many  spoilt  demonstra- 
tions up  and  down  the  country.  Dis- 
appointment was  rife  in  co-operative  and 
labour  circles  at  Lancaster  on  the  29th  ult., 
when  the  " No-More-War  ” procession  was 
to  be  held.  It  rained  all  day,  and  the 
demonstration  had  to  be  cancelled.  Disap- 
pointed guildswomen  felt  like  weeping, 
tor  “ Outlook  ” and  “ Circle  ” posters  and 
other  literature  had  'been  sent  them  for 
display  and  decorative  purposes.  Then 
Mrs.  MTllroy  (Lancaster  Society’s  educa- 
tional secretary)  had  arranged  a tableau  in 
which  members  of  the  Comrades’  Circle 
were  to  represent  co-operative  comrade- 
ship. The  girls  were  to  be  dressed  in  cos- 
tumes of  all  nations.  But,  alas,  the  rain ! 
That  and  nothing  else  prevented  Lan- 
caster’s citizens  from  viewing  the  finest 
procession  that  could  ever  have  paraded 
through  the  streets  of  this  old-world  town. 
By  way  of  compensation  a meeting  was  held 
in  a school Fqmu  in  the  evening,  and  a small 
procession  may  be  arranged  after  the 
holidays,  when  it  is  hoped  the  fates  will  bo 
more  kind.  

A very  successful  one  day’s  school  was 
held  in  tlie  Guild  Room  at  Heywood.  on  July 
29th,  when  the  teacher  was  Mrs.  Matthews 
(Eccles). 

41  Some  people  regard  tlie  C.W.S.  as  the 
parent  of  the  distributive  part  of  the  co- 
operative movement,”  said  Airs.  Close  at  a 
recent  Guild  conference.  “ But  it  is  nothing 
of  the  kind.  The  C.W.S.  is  the  child  of  the 
store  movement.” 


Mr.  Russet  on  Holiday. 


Mr.  Russet  is  now  with  his  friends  at  the  Sea-side,  who  assure  him 
that  nothing  completes  the  enjoyment  of  the  morning  bathe  like  a 
cup  of  his  famous  “ Russet  ” Tea. 


C.W.S.  “RUSSET"  TEA 

The  "Knotty"  Tea  with  the  “Knotty”  Flavoor. 

8d.  per  ^lb. 

ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORE  THIS  WEEK. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


(Correspondents  nro  requested  to  writ©  In  ink,  on 
cm  side  ol  tlio  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
ogc,  sex,  occupation,  ,-jid  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
•’  notns-de-pliuno " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
conics  nud  addresses  ns  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  bo  con- 
filtered.  Address,  " l’lio  Doctor,”  " Cooperative  News,” 
LoDg  ilillgate,  Manchester.) 

" Catarrh.” — I think  you  should  act 
upon  tlvs  idea  suggested  in  your  letter,  viz., 
lo  take  your  wife  to  a nose  and  throat 
specialist,  either  private  or  at  a hospital. 

Pit.ks  (“  Loihaber  ”). — Operation  is  the 
best  treatment  1 can  suggest  in  our  case 
— n.v  in  that  of  u Locomotive.''  Ointments 
of  all  kinds  are  simply  purely  palliative  and 
of  no  real  help.  Your  ” rupture  " is  no 
hindrance  to.  this  operation  so  long  as  you 
-wear  a suitable  truss. 

L.  A.  D.— (No  •’  nom-de-plume,”  unless 
.something  like  “Bis”  01  “ Cis  ” is  meant 
for  it.  Will  correspondents  please  write 
tlieir  “ ndnisr'de-pluiiie  ” distinctly!')  The 
“ lump  on.  top  of  the  head"  seems  to  ha  of 
the  nature  of  a discharging  wen;  and  if  so 
the  best  treatment  is  to  get  it  cut  out  by  a 
good  surge-- n. 

“ Pp.aicitk." — Try  this  medicine  for -your 
wife:— Iodide  of  potash.  1 drachm;  bicar- 
bonate of  potash,  2 drachms  ; tincture  of  nux 
Aoiiii'.a,  2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 
drachms;  cnmplior  water  to  eight  ounces. 
One  tahlesjioontul  three  times  a dmy.  She 
wen  Id  he  hatter  if  she  could  escape  the  In 
ful  jr.b  of  washing. 

“ Donegal.  "v-Aivtpiiiia  is  probably  at  the 
hot tcia  r-f  your  girl’s  trouble.  Don't  'worry 
much  about  her ; things  will  probably  work 
themselves  light  in  time;  meanwhile  you 
might  give  her  th:*  medicine : — Citrate  of 
oniaiio  and  iron.  2 draclnns : emulsion  of 
chloroform, '2  drachms;  pepp-jrmiiJ.t  water  to 
eight  c-unces.  One  tab!esp>:dnful  three 
times  a day. 

••  DnPKhNsi:i».” — freeing  that  tea  causes 
voiii  “ cheeks  and  n.se  to  burn  and  flash 
like  a furnace”'  arl  that  you  are  such  a 
self-conseii  us  person  ” my  ailvico  to  you  is 
t j give  lip  takiv  g tea  altogether,  and  to  lake 
?l  cup  i.f  warm  mi  k — - ot  hot — instead.  The 
effect  you  describe  is  r.-.-t  a form  of  indiges- 
tion, but  simply  cine  to  the  extra  stimulating 
effect  of  the  hr- : tea. 

” Heeijo.”— At  your  age — sixty-eight 

years — “ Anno  Domini  ” is  lieguuiing  to 
a > ert  itself,  a id  complaints  J.nj  conditions 
to  l.e  more  easily  got  than  got  rid  of.  I 
judge  that  this  ” heel  trouble  ’ .of  vours  is 
cr.e  cf  these,  ai  d t lie  l;?st  thing  you  can  do 
for  it  is  to  lost  the  pu  t as  much  as  possible, 
by  as  little  walking  as  passible  and  Wearing 
n. : c.ft  ring  i:a.  1 inside  the  hoot,  so  as  to  keep 
pressure  oft  the  heel  part  of  the  sole. 

“ Horatio.” — (1)  Nooperation  is  likely  to 
be  “ suggested  or  ordered”  by  a doctor  in 
your  case.  (2)  Possible  ” eiihn'geihent  of 
the  pi nvtate  a roinmicci  t'rruble  at  your 
age,  63  ysnrs — is  the  cause  of  your  urinary 
trouble,  for  which  you  Would  lie  wise  to  con- 
sult your  doctor.  Meanwhile  this  medicine 
might  help  you: — Hexamine,  1)  drachms ; 
chirr  form  wat->r  to  eight  ounces.  One 
tablespoonful  three  times  a day.  Drink 
plenty  of  barley  water;  avoid  alcohol;  and 
don’t  t ike  much  meat. 

“ Disgusted.” — You  omit  to  state  your 
age;  but  I judge  you  to  be  young,  atul  in 
reply  to  your  request  for  “ The  Truth  ” I 
have  no  hesitation  i-n  putting  you  dowil  as  a 
“ neurotic.”  gifted  with  a vivid  imagination. 
You  say  that  you  once  “ thought  you  were 
dead,  and  yet!” — and  you  say  you  are  “ so 
miserable,”  Ac.,  and  ascribe  what  you 
regard  ns  your  “ serious  symptoms  ” to  some 
“ great  change  which  seemed  to  come  over 
you  ” ; and  which  your  own  doctor  said  was 
‘•neurasthenia.”  The  truth  is  that  you  are 
simply  a morbid,  neurotic,  self-conscious, 
-hysterical  girl  or  young  woman,  many  of 
whose  “troubles”  are  imaginary,  and  the 
sooner  yon  get  hack  to  business  the  hotter 
for  yourself  and  everybody'  else  about  you. 

Bread  in  Diabetes  (“X.  Y.  Z.”).— Many 
of  the  sorcalled  “■  diabetic  breads  ” are  un- 
reliable. and  the  patient,  believing  that  he 
or  she  can  take  it  freely,  often  increases 
the  sugar  condition.  The  late  Sir  William 
Osier  wrote:  “Most  of  the  gluten  breads 
are  unpalatable  and  the  rest  are  frauds.” 
These  that  arc  really  free  from  starch  are 
expensive.  An  authority  soys : “ On  the 
whole,  it  is  better  to  accustom  the  patient, 
if  possible,  to  do  without  bread,  and  get 
the  required  hulk  of  food  from  green  vege- 
tables, then  allowing  the  small  amount  of 
ordinary  bread  permitted.”  The  whole  sub- 
ject is  a difficult  one  to'dogumtise  upon,  and 
there  is  no  subject  upon  which  doctors  differ 
so  widely.  I presume  you  are  under  a good 
doctor. 

“ Seaside.” — Your  narration  of  what  you 
call  the  “ peculiar  swellings  in  all  parts  of 
vmir  body,”  which  recur  at  intervals,  ap- 
pearing in  your  face,  or  elsewhere,  and 
“ travelling  from  one  part  of  the  body  to 
another  ” during  tile  day  and  ” subsiding  in 
the  evening,”  to  he  repented  next  day,  shows 
that  you  are  something  like  “Depressed” 
-of  a highly  nervous  disposition.  No 
wonder  your  own  doctor  cloaked  his  own 
opinion  under  “ a (presumably)  Latin  name  ” 
tolling  you  that  it  was  due  to  “ some  foreign 
matter  in  the  blood  caused  through  some 
particular  article  of  food.”  The  only  sug- 
gestion of  this  is  that  ” nettle  rash  ” may 
be  the  cause  of  these  mysterious  ” attacks  ” 
the  treatment  of  which— or  rather  its  pre- 
vention—is  by  avoidance  vf  any  particular 
article  ot  food  which  experience  shows  to 
disagree  with  you. 

“ Beehive."— (Glad  t-o  see  t-Iinfc  you  have 
adopted  the  advice  I am  giving  to  other 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


CALENDAR. 


AUGUST. 

Women’s  Guild. — Bolton  District  Conferenqe, 
in  the  Co-operative  Hull,  Park-lune,  W 
a'ingtoii-rond,  Asli ton -in -Maker field,  at  -3  p. 
Subject  for  discussion  : Married  Women 

Paid  Positions.”  Address  by  Mrs.  Proudfoot 
(Colne), 

Women's  Guild. — North-East  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Guild  Room,  Church- 
street,  Bnrrowford,  Nelson,  at  2-30  p.m. 
Subject  lor  discussion  : " Married  W< 
in  Industry."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Jl 
(Oldham). 

Midland  Section. — Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Bridge-street, 
Gainsborough,  at-  2-30  -p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Co-operative  Finance  ; Past, 
Present,  and  Future."  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  II. 
Brampton  (president,  Gainsborough  Society). 

North-Western  Section— North-East  Lancashire 
District  Conference,  in  the  Wesleyan  School- 
room, Trawden,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  lor  dis- 
cussion : Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Congress  paper; 
to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  G.  Major  (Central 
Board). 

SEPTEMBER. 

Educational  Secretaries'  Association  (Midland 
Section).— Oonferenco  in  the  Board-room 
Co-operative  Society,  Upper  I'a-rliaim-nt 
street.  Nottingham,  at  /2-45  p.m.  Address 
by  Professor  F.  Half,  M.A.  (Adviser-  ol 
Studies  to  tlie  Co-Operative  Union). 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
’&  ALLIED  WORKERS-Thc  N.U.D.A.W. 


THE  NEW  DfiWM” 


The '' Rejdob'r  Trade  Unton 
Taper.  I'uVishud  fortnigh  US' 
Ion  Saturdays).  Prii=  2- 
Iron  bron.h  secretaries,  or  3d. 
roil  tree  iiom  Central  Office— 
" Oakley,1'  Wilmslow  Road, 
rollowfield,  Monchcjlor. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


MANAGER ; 


Also  BRANCH'MAN- 
iculars.  on  or  before 
Ad.,  12,  South-street, 


Butchery.— Wanted, 

buyer;'  trade  union  rp.t* 

-perlen.ee,  and  give  references. 

Al’.EIt  Required. — Write  full  i 
17th  inst.,  Co-operative  Society 
Illu>t.on.  - 

Cl  LECKH EATON  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  80- 
- CIETY  LTD.— Wanted,  MANAGER  for  Hie  Fisli, 
Fruit,  and  Greengrocery  Department;. ‘central  shop, 
one  branch,  and  two  hawkers. — Applications,  stilting 
age  ami  experience,  and  giving  two  rct&re-hces,  to  be 
sent  to  the  Committee,  endorsed  " Greengrocery,"  not 
later  than  Monday  next,  August  I4th. 

Dressmaker  (head);  able  to  control  large  stati 

and  to  supervise  cutting  and  fitting;  must-  have 
nxperienco  in  making  of  ull  classes  of  ladies'  gar- 
ments.— Apply  in  writing,  on  or  before  14th  inst., 
enclosing  copies  ol  most  recent,  testimonials,  and  stat- 
ing experienf.  age,  fcc.  (commencing  wage  £4  10s.), 
City  of  Perth  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Seott-sfreet, 
Perth. 


DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT.— Want-d,  a smart,  re- 
liable YOUNG  MAN;  age  about  21;  one  with  up- 
to-date  ideas  and  good  window-dresser;  trade  union 
rate  of  wages  paid. — State  experience,  reference,  anil 
.phot©  if  possible  to  Hie  Eastleigh,  Roinsejy,  and  District 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  High-street,  East leigli. 


HORWICH  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED  (06,  Lee-lane,  Hnrwich). — Wanted, 
competent  PORK  BUTCHER,  to  work  under  tbe-.super- 
vision  of  butchery  manager;  must  be  .smart,’  ener- 
getic, and  up-to-date  in  all  branches  of  the  work; 
permanent  position  to  suitable  man;  trade  union  rate  of 
wages  paid.— Applications,  stating  age  and  experience, 
together  with  copies  ol  two  recent  testimonials,  to 
reach  the  Society  not  Inter  than  Tuesday,-  August  15th, 


" Pork  Butcher." 


ST.  C0LUMB  ROAD  AND  DISTRICT'  CO-OPERA- 
TIVE SOCIETY  LTD,— Wanted  nt  once,  nn  ex- 
perienced LADY  ASSISTANT  for  the  Drapery  Depart- 
ment for  central  stores  and  to  supervise  branches, 
under  direction  of  general  manager;  applicants  to 
state  age,  experience,  and  wages  required,  also  recent 
references.— Apply  to  Co-operative  Society,  St.  Columb 
Road,  Frnddun,  Cornwall. 


Til  Cohvyn  Bay  Co-operative  Society  wish  to  thank 
the  240  applicants  lor  BRANCH  MANAGERS,  and 
beg  to  state  that  the  vaconcie-s  have  now  been  filled. 


SALESMAN;  must  be  thoroughly  competent  in  shop 
work  and  window  dressing.— Applications,  stating  age 
and  experience,  together  with  two  references  -onlv, 
to  reach  the  Secretary  of  rite  Society  not  later  than 
first  post,  Monday,  August  14th.  Original  testimonials 
and  phot og ra  phs  will  not  be  ret  time  * 


WANTED,  TRAVELLERS  calling  upon  Co-operativo 
Societies,  Grocers,  &e.,  to  sell,  on  commission, 
a consumable,  line  in  great  demand;  good  inconto 
earned  by  energetic  men.— State  age,  experience,  and 
ground  covered.— Apply  bv  letter  only  to  the  Miller 
Manufacturing  Co..  King-street,  Stretford,  Mnr.cheste 


WANTED,  MANAGER  for  Boot  and  Slide  Depart- 
ment; must  be  good  buyer  and  salesman;  will 
be  required  to  supervise  boot  repairing  and  clogging 
section;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wages  paid;  membership 
4,974. — Applications,  stating  age  and  two  references, 
received  not  later  than  first  post,  Thursday,  Auugst 
17th,  addressed  Committee,  Middleton-  and  Tange  In- 
dust  rial  Society  Ltd,,  Long-st  roct,1  Middleton,  M/c. 

WANTED,  A (uUy-quAlified  I'll  EM  I h f to  (.die  ch.irg- 
of  new  department  about  to  bo  opened.— 
Apply,  stating  nge.  wage,  experience,  qualifications, 
and  salary,  to  tho  General  Manager,  Co-operativo 
Society,  Barry,  Glam. 


WANTED,  WORKING  .MANAGER  Pi  H.'.-  I I, 

Co -operative  Society  Limited ; trade  £150  per 
week;  all  deportments.— Apply,  stating  age,  wage,  all 
particulars,  to  White,  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society, 
Limited,  Broad  Quay,  Bristol. 


[Continued  from  first  column.] 

correspondents  bo  write  their  “ noni. s -de- 
plume ” as  you  do— “ BEEHIVE.") 
Many  thanks  for  your  commendation  of  wha-t 
you  call  my  “outspoken,  advice  to  the 
readers  of  the  • Co-operative  News.’  ” 
Replies  to  your  queries:  (l)  The  pimple's  on 
face  a, re  probably  due  to  “ acne,”  your 
treatment  of  .which,  by  squeezing,  is  quite 
correct.  After  tin's  you  might  apply  sulphur 
ointment.  (2)  Continue  being  'a  “ non- 
smoker  ” and  “abstainer” — there  is  no 
good  either  in  tobacco  or  alcohol;  they  are 
both  harmful  drugs.  (3)  Your  diet  and’ your 
fruit-eating  habit  are  to  be  commended.  (4) 
Pity  you  have  “ no  grinder  teeth  on  left 
jaw” — I presume  you  mean  left  side;  that 

is,  both  upper  and  lower  jaws  on  left  side 

and  “ have  lost  one  each  top  and  bottom  on 
right  side,”  and  I think  you  should  get  these 
replaced  by  artificial  ones.  Our  teeth  are 
practically  the  only  organs  the  loss  of  which 
can  be  replaced  by  artificial  ones,  which  are 
nearly  ns  good  ns  the  natural  ones. 


SITUATIONS  , WANTED. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 

housemen, CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Ditto*  House,  Malet-stroet,  Loudon  W.C.I. 

IV  — 


'AKERS.— Sooieties  in  any  part  of  England  or 
J Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banfibld,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sydney-street,  London,  S.W. 

STATION  Wanted  as  MANAGER,  BUYER,  or 
SALESMAN.  Furnishing  Department;  25  years' 
practical  experience  furniture,  linos,  carpets,  hard- 
ware, and  china;  highest  references;  good  window- 
dresser;  energetic;  hard  worker:  married;  distance 
Dcrb^sl/lre*  ~UA,,EY'  ^ Si:niiy  Bank'  Tibshelf, 
^AlLOJ^Il^die?  and  Gents'  CUTTER  ieeK 
,7;  . ' u,  , ?xP''r|,?ni'e ; practical;  good  oredeu- 

tiaN.  VVest-End  diploma.— llox  26,  "Co-operative 
News,  Manchester. 

fTU  1 NO  ~AN  D OUTFITTING. — FIRST  ASSIST- 
rmivec.  ' n?e.,  30-  hfe’s  experience,  requires 

CHANGE  in  similar  position  or  as  MANAGER;  firat- 
cluss  references.— Box  27,  " Co-oi>erativo  Nows,"  M/c. 

T T N7»V>v vVN I?E,lC;.R A D .(««*>  desires  VAC.  EM-' 
ni , • clerical,  tutorial,  any  cap.— F.  Bull  Lett, 

B,  Snndull-roud,  Camden-read,  London,  N.W.5. 


APARTMENTS. 


DOUGLAS.— ' Claremont,"  Loch  Promenade;  Pri 
Hotel  and  Boarding  Eslub. ; close  Pier,  Q.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  "Claremont,"  Douglas.— Tariil  from 
G-  N,  Chadwick.  Proprietor. 

‘’UG'LAS,  I.O.M.— Miss  B.  Cali.istkr;  “ Endcliflc," 
26,  Bucks-road,  for  Comfortable  Apartments; 
’SiiT  v cable  cars  put  you  down  at  the  door; 
established  over  forty  years. 

n°JW  IO.M.-^Mrs.  Horne,  late,  of  FlixtoiTand 
JLS  irinm;  7 minutes  from  boat;  most-  central;  homo 

moderate.— Sea.'lifl,"  6,  ( hureh-rd. 

T)0,|'l;Uj'  I.O..M.— .Mr-.  T AVI.  oil  is  now  booking' 
6 Quwn’^aven'ue  00111101,5  ’ Pettiest  part  of  Douglas.— 

"pkOUGLAS.— ;•  AVONDALE  " PRIVATE  HOT  El,; 
r-;.  S*;",rnl  1 r°'" : lacing  sen;  excellent  cooking; 
comfort ; reasonable. — J.  Beard.  “ 

EDINBURGH-^-AectmHnodafion  for  VISITORS; 

, ,.V.  a-  ,M°«»i"gsido  highly  reconmiendifd.— 
Avnte  (raiglca;  c/o  Aitdieson.  390;  Morningside-rd. 

MORECAMBB,  C.— Mrs.  Barnes,  Aster  HouseT  34,’ 
Euston-grove;  Apartments;  buth;  near  Prom. 
aim  amusement.;:  piano. 

tioesv/ell,  NEAR  MILLERS  DALE. 

VISITORS  to  Tideswell  and  Millers  Dale  in  parlies 
tv  t r?  °r  100  sh,’liI'1  “PP'.v  to  the  Tideswell  and 
Di-tnct  Corporative  Society,  Commercial. road,  Tides- 
w.dl  for  COLD  LUNCHES  and  TEAS.— For  terms, 
apply  to  the  Manage- 


WAillED.—  Air  Co-operative  Visitors  to  the  popu- 
lar Seaside  Resort  of  CLEETHORPES  are  in- 
7?  <J"?e  at  ,h“  Grimsby  Society’s  Co-operative 
tale,  14,  High-street,  Cleethorpes.  Quality;  Service; 
anil  Prices  to  suit  all.  Large  or  small  parties  catered 
to  station,  pier,  sands,  and  amusements. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


CO-OPERATORS,  SUPPORT  CO-OPERATORS^ 
"CYMRIC"  CONCERT  PARTY;  first-class 
trtistes;  all  co-operators;  open  for  engagements, 
•eason  1922-23;  special  terms  to  movement. — Full  par- 
' " ‘ Duke-street,  Old  TraOord, 


OGUTIIERN  COOPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
O AGENC.V  (Licensed  by  L.O.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  R.  HiBBERD,  66,  Great  1‘rescott-strect,  London,  E.l, 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 
W’!'1'  CARTERS  MERRIE  MIMICS.”  Always 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


BOOT  AND  SHOE  REf’AfKS. — Offers  Required  fur 
Second-Hand  (No.  3)  POWER  COMBINATION 
FINISHING  MACHINE,  by  the  Stamlard  Engineering 
Machine  Co.;  capacity.  500  pairs  weekly;  in  working 
order;  view  by  nppointnient.— Co-operative  Society, 
Downing-stroet,  Manchester. 

CO-OPERATIVE  BOOK  KEEPING. -^CORRESPOND- 

ENCE  CLASSES,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Stages;  Expert,  Tuition;  enrol  now  and  ensure  success 
at  examinations;  send  stamp  for  prospectus.— G. 
WILLIAMSON,  A.L.A.A.,  Certified  Accountant,  12,  North 
Saint  Andrew-strcet.  Edinburgh. 


CHARABANC  (30-seater)  for  SALE;  new  body  two 
years  ago;  Dennis  40  h.-p.  chassis;  excellent 
ondition;  highest  offer  over  £300  accepted;  real  bar- 
gain to  immediate  purchaser;  inspection  invited.— 
Offers  lo  Co-operative  Society,  Langley  Mill,  near 
Nottnigliam. 


Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real  thing, 
famous  tho  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
trul  Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

FOR  SALE,  very  cheap,  “ Austin  LURRY;  50 
cats.;  nearly  new  tyres;  Simms  magneto; 
Claudel  Hobson  carburetter.  Also  “ Karrier  ” LURRY; 

engine;  four  cylinder;  both  the  above 
running  order,  and  can  be  seen  any  day.— For 
General  Manager,  Indus- 


ITOR  SALE,  . Gledhill  and  Sons  Ltd.  Intest  CASH 
TILL;  suitable  -for  co-operative  societies;  cost 
£60;  in  use  for  nine  months;  in  perfect  condition;  no 
further  use  osving  to  change  of  system.— Write  oficr 
to  Afun  Valley  Co-operative  Society,  Cwtnavon,  Port 
Talbots 

17IREE— POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  nmneand 
. address;  also  particulars  of  money-making  spare 


HOW  TO  CUT  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FIGURES  for 
making  attractive  window  displays;  patterns 
and  method,  2s.  complete.— Primo  Co.  (Dept.  B.),  27, 
Clarondon-roiul,  Black|»ool. 


H 


OME  BREWING. 


One  6d.  packet  of  Miller’s  Malt  and  Hops  makes  a 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEER  at  a total  cost  of 
obout  10d.,  and  entails  no  more  trouble  than  boiling 
pot n toes  for  dinner. 

Why  then  pay  the  high  prices  charged  in  public- 


Sole  Proprietors  : 

THE  MILLER  MANUFACTURING  CO.. 

KING-STREET,  STRETFORD.  MANCHESTER. 

MOSSLEY  CO-OPERATIVE  CHORAL  SOCIETY^ 
GRAND  MUSICAL  FESTIVAL,  SATURDAY. 
NOVEMBER  11th,  1922,  in  Technical  School,  Mossley. 
Competitions  for  Mixed-Voice  Choirs,  Cliurch  mid 
Cluipel  Choirs  (5  miles  radius);.  Soprano,  Contralto, 
Tenor,  and  Bass  Solos;  Children's  Action  Songs  flooui); 
£30  in  prizes. — Syllabus,  3d.  each,  to  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  J.’  E.  Walsh,  36,  npnoyer-street,  Mossley. 

Two-ton  sumeieigh  motor  waggon  i.>r 

SALE;  Daimler  engine;  covered-in  "body ; in  first- 
class  running  order. — Apply,  Southport.  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.,  35,  Botanic-road,  Southport, 

WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
-NYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Mnde  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T-  H-  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter.  Pendleton. 

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  In  Leeds  to  DINE 
at  th®  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society'* 
Restaura-..fc. 

Quality  Is  Right.  Prices  ore  Right. 

Note  tho  Address;  ALBION  STREET. 


Turog___the 
daily  Saving 

No  waste  inTurog  Bread-  it  keep,  freshamt 
moist  for  days.  No  waste -its  delicious  flavour 
will  make  your  household  eat  up  every  crumb 
No  waste— for  Turog  Bread  is  concentrated 
nourishment  m its  highest  form. 

The  TUROG  BROWN  FLOUR  CoJLid.  CARDIflp 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  Eat 


YOU  ARE  NOT  nr<JT  IN  DYEING 
GETTING  the  DtOI  & CLEANING 


Unless  ihe  L.D.W.  are  doing  your  work. 

TS  CO-OPERATIVE  SERVICE, 

(Best  in  the  Country) 


LEICESTER  DYE  WORKS; 
Tel.  1965.  Cardigan  St.,  LEICESTER, 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SNOOTS 

ate  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  is  prove! 
by  the  Increased  Repeat  Orders  tint  ora 
coming  in.  If  you  have  not  got  a Catv 
logue,  please  write  for  oue. 
Manufacturers  aud  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances for  "Excelda”  Check  System, 
that  has  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT] 


n 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well -known! 
CO- OPERATIVE; 
brand 

on 

MEN’S 

boots 

• 1 

A GUARASTM 
OF  QUALITY 

and- ^ 

RIGHT  LJ.B0® 
Conditio® 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 




EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES-NOTE. 

M.  BARITZ, 

Operatic  and  Musical  Gramophone 

Lectures ; 

No  speaker  or  concert  pirty  needed  ; the  wcceu 
last  season.  All  Records  in  English. 

Tams.  &e..  C.IF^.  CONCERT  DEPT.. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 

g|\|ERGY  1 


is  better  than  all  tha 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it, 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

HOEs'fOI}LE  sSpe 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


lUlUS;  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL.  near  HINCKLEY. 


holyoake  brand  footwear 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  "LARIAT''  Boot  and  Shoe 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 

Registered  Office  17,  Middle  Hillcate,  Stockport 


CUV  CT  PR  The  City  everybody  Aral  1 

X/ 1 1 a-JL?  1 sea— and  tho beiutiful  Das. 

Parlies  not  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheoni 

- ■ and  Teas  at  the 

CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  84,  F0REGAT2  ST. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 

Makers  of  Floor, 
Grain,  Potato, 
Suj-jr,  Treacle 
Bins  and  Shoots. 

Dairy,  Bakery, 
and  Butchering 
Departments 
Supplied. 


Scad  for 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

t Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tho  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


XX,"  " Eccles,"  "Climax,"  and  other  Cheek  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts,  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


PEEL  OVENS. 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Ttlebhone : 

301  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINCSWAY.  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  ton 


id  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


■ ■■■■■  b — Wfie  Reliable  Jiome  3)yes.  — 

DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be  ^ 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON; 


* * ■ Makers  of  Edges’  “3>oJly  SBJue"  <Sr  "9)oHy  Cream.' 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


T.H.TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Filler, 

PENDLETON. 

Established  1087. 


Is  the  BOOS  for 

Boys  ln. 


, w jjv/o  wv"|- 
I Smxrr : RclixbU-  ] 
ir^BcsrVAluc  : 'if 

Crompton.  Boor  AWufccRs, 

I&  11  tXiaks.D^fcrjuajli 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtin£s,  Grandrellei,  Flannclctts, 
Silcsias,  Lincnettes,  Lustres,  & Silkete:n  Linings ; 
also  of  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHF.TH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORSI 
Open  all  the  i/ear  round.. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Croquet. 

Billiards.  Neat  to  Kenyon  Goll  Links. 

Foi^  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lanc3. 
Telephone  32J  Leigh. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  ar:  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
- Brands. 

MANUFACTURED  3V 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Wor!i9,  Droylsden, 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operafors  6? 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  BTJ  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  us?.  Boot-Closin'’ 
Twist,  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  Bindings 

Bool  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  anil  othor  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  ani  Scottish  Wholesale  So:ieti:s 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  {manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  tho  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS,  w'£:f07,t^»a 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  MS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhoutc  H.lls,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 

PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

u± 

Manufacturers  of  PACO.MA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


SOLD  ONLY 

BY 

Co-operative  Societies 


Made 

Under 

Ideal 

Conditions 

of 

Labour 

by 

THE 

WIGST0N 

HOSIERS 

Ltd. 

(Co  operative 
Productive 
Society). 


I 

N 

T 

E 

G 

n 

I 

T 

Y 


Ladies’ 

and 

Gents' 

Hosiery 

and 

Under- 

wear. 


Don’t  forget  to  ASK  at  your 
Stores  for  this  Famous  Brand. 


OATS. 


THESE  are  put  up  in  1-lb.  and  2-lb.  Packets  by  the  C.W.  S.  at 
Bristol.  They  are  made  from  the  finest  Pinhead  Oatmeal,  and 
are  highly  dried  and  concentrated,  requiring  much  less  in  quantity 
to  produce  the  same  results  as  other,  porridge  foods. 


— An  — 

A capital 

CREMO 

Prepared  with 

Ideal  Food 

Bone  A Muscle 

OATS  are 

— the  — 

for  Children 

Producing 

most 

Minimum  of 

and  Invalids. 

Food. 

Nutritious. 

Cooking, 

OATS. 


FOOD. 


ASK  AT  YOUR  STORE  FOR  “CREMO”  OATS-C.W.  S.  PORRIDGE 
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ORDER  — . 

“THE  PRODUCER” 

FROM  YOUR  STORE. 


CMOKERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind ; C.W.S.  always. 

T ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialities.  Ask  tUr  it  in  your  locnl  shop. 

GLUES  in  cakes  of  all  sizes  are  prepared 
at  the  C.W.S.  Glue  Works,  Pontefract. 
Ask  for  C.W.S.-  glue — and  stick  no  other. 

CONGRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  the  best 
known  soaos — made,  bv  the  C.W.S,  for 


those  who 
and  grow. 


rant,  to  see  the  C.W.S.  flourish 


"l/TEING  DYES  ure  made  in  really  artistic 
* colours,  and  are  reliable  in  domestic 
use.  Ask  to  see  the  range  of  Viking  Dyes 
at  your  Store. 

“ TiELAW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  n 
-*•  shoe-shine  that  rivals  sunshine. 
Always  brilliant  and  bright.  The  shine  that 
won’t  come  off.” 

TITAN  AGERS  WANTING  HELP  in  the 
delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  the 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley,  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 

CEE  the  WHEATSHEAF  UNDERWEAR, 
^ which  is  supplied  from  every  store  that 
is  co-operative.  Loyal  co-operators  should 
always  ask  for  Wheatsheaf  Underwear  and 
Hosiery. 


DE 


kEVONIA  SERGES  are  the  productions 
' of  the  Buckfastleigh  Mills  of  the 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not,  why  not  ? They  are  real  co-operative 
productions,  Al. 

O PORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS  CATA- 
LOGUE from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 


TTEALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
the  equipment  of  every  home.  Careful 
mothers  should  a-sk  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALTS — pleasant,  effective,  and  pure. 
These  are  specially  preyed  in  the  C.W.S. 
Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-Tync. 

CHOCOLATE  CLUBS  for  the  supply  of 
C.W.S.  Dainty  Chocolates  in  Charming 
Boxes  should  be  a feature  of  every  Store  this 
year.  Ask  your  manager  to  show  you  the 
C.W.S.  specimen  boxes — and  the  Xmas  sup- 
plies will  be  as  good  as  the  samples. 


August  12,  1Sj, 


HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO.  ^ 

“Jennie”  is  the  Branrl 

HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO 


Qo-operators  3cnow  tfie  Xaime  o’  2>ay 


BY  THEIR  OWN 


GENTS'  HIGH-GRADE  WATCHES: 

Stag  Pattern, 

10-years  guaranteed  Hunter  case,  17  jewel  record  movement  £4  17  6 

20  „ ..  6 12  0 

No.  202  3 7 6 


FULLY  GUARANTEED. 


Ask  your  own  Store  for 
these  C.W.S.  Watches. 


ASSEMBLED  AT  THL 


C.W.S.  Jewellery  Works,  Tyseley,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Can  be  supplied  through  the  Jewellery  Departments  at  Man- 
chester, Newcastle,  London,  Bristol,  and  Cardiff, 
or  direct  from  Birmingham. 


No.  202, 


your  Store  may  not  have  a Jewellery  ^Department — * 

BUT  YOUR  STORE  MANAGER  CAN  EASILY  OBTAIN 
C.W.S.  WATCHES  FOR  SALE  TO  MEMBERS. 


Printed  and  I'ubll.Ued  by  tbe  Bmm  C0Wtm.lv.  IMK  SOCieiV  LUmu,  nt  tfcdr  OHicm.  Handie.Kr.-S.lt, rd.,,,  A..,-,.-!  life.  tt» 


asd  Journal  or  Associated  Industry,  August  19lh,  1922. 

m-orKRitIV8  NE  8‘ 

qUR  SHORT  STORY.  See  Page  10. 


C.W.S. 

JAM 

IS 

the  jam 

for  Co-operators. 

Always  ask  lot 

C.lt'-S.  JAM. 


No.  2.673.  No.  173-  New  Series. 


Manchester.  Saturday,  August  19,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  os  a Newspaper. 


LOYALTY  PAYS. 

SOME  STRIKING  PERCENTAGES 
OF  PURCHASES  FROM  CO- 
OPERATIVE SOURCES. 

[From  Our  Own  Couhbsponde.nts.] 

100  per  cent.  COAL. 

Lancaster. 

Imp.  Lancaster  Co-operative  Society,  of 
riiich  Mr.  W.  Hoggarth  is  the  president, 
luis.  declared  a dividend  of  Is.  Rd.  in  the 
pound . 

Its  membership  is  increasing,  and  it  has 
now  1.079  members  at  Mbrecambc,  of  which 
delegates  who  were  present  at  the  Lancaster 
Congress  will  have  pleasant -memories. 

Its  purchases  of  i«al  through  the  C .\\  .S 
for  the  last  half-year  were  100  per  cent.,  and 
its  trade  in  that  department  was  £10/244-- 
£7,958  at  Lancaster  and  £2,286  at  More- 
cunbe.  One  liundred  per  cent,  through  the 
C.W.S.  and  a satisfactory  suiplua. 


WORK  FOR  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 

A SCANDAL  CO-OPERATION  IS  OUT  TO  REMEDY. 

THE  PEOPLE'S  FOOD:  HOW  IT  IS  WASTED. 

"CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS”  SPECIAL. 


97  per  cent.  DRAPERY. 

York. 

The  drapery  department  of  the  York  Co- 
operative Society  is  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished fashionable  centres  in  tiie  cathedral 
Sty. 

Go-operators  have  not  forgotten  the  way 
in  which  the  Archbishop  of  York  recalled  the 
‘Old  Ideals”  in  his  historic  address  at  the 
Stratford  Congress,  f cflen  think  it  ought 
to  be  reprinted  and  circulated  in  every  grea  t 
centre  of  n -operation  where  the  purchases 
from  the  C'.W.S.  are  below  50  per  cent,  in 
the  textile  department. 

Here  at  York  they  are  97  per  cent,  in  the 
drapery  department.  ' The  sales  in  York 
alone  were  £21,009  last  half-year— and  that 
does  not  include  the  drapery  branches. 
Stocks  of  £14,800  were  in  the  central  de- 
partment at  the  close  of  the  half-year,  and 
the’  profit  worked  out  . to.  2s.  3d.  in  the 
pound,  so  that  it  made  a gooil  contribution 
to  the  total.  And  the  significant  pait  of  the 

[Continued  on  page  sixteen.] 


WHY  RAIL 

Against  the  Concerns  that 
Profit  out  of  the  People  if 
you  put  your  Life  and  Fire 
Insurances  their  way  ? 

Ca-operative  Insurance 
Society  Limited, 

Corporation  St.,  Manchester,  and 
59,  Morrison  St.,  Glasgow, 

IS  THE  OFFICE 
::  FOR  YOU.  :: 


Ask  for  particulars  of  Best 
Policies  at  Lowest  Premiums. 

Semi  postcard  (or  address  of  nearest 
• Agent— or  ask  your  Store  secre- 

,afy-  He  knows. 


Food  for  very  serious  reflection  is  offered 
those  adherents  of  the  co-operative  movement 
who  question  the  wisdom  of  co-operative 
intervention  in  local  politics  by  what  has 
recently  occurred  in  Manchester  relating  to 
tho  food  supplies  of  the  people. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Markets  Committee 
laid  before  a recent  meeting  of  the  Manchester 
City  Council  contains  some  startling  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  unwholesome  food 
condemned  within  the  city  during  the  yi|ar 
ended  March  31st  last.  The  most  striking 
figures  relate  to  meal,  of  which  no  less  than 
361 2 tons  were  destroyed;  wliilst  fish  repre- 
sents a total  of  195£  tons  destroyed.  Over  a 
thousand  head  of  game,  0,769  head  of  poultry, 
and  54,319  rabbits  were  similarly  dealt  with. 
Fruits,  the  chief  of  which  were  pears,  bananas, 
tomatoes,  apples,  chestnuts,  and  pineapples, 
showed  a total  destruction  of  30j[  tons,  and 
vegetables  93}  tons.  The  miscellaneous  col- 
lection officially  condemned  includes  : — Eggs, 
32,328  ; condensed  milk,  35,189  lbs.  ; cheese, 
19,293  lbs.  ; yeast,  6,334  lbs.  ; sweetmeats, 
1,008  lbs.  ; and  honey,  165  lbs. 

Inspectors  are  all  only  human,  and  Man- 
chester is  only  one  community  ! 

Appalling  figures  theso  at  any  time,  but 
trebly  so  in  days  of  struggle  and  hardship, 
when  at  the  behest  of  capitalistic  manipulators 
the  bounty  of  Nature  is  mocked  by  the  plain- 
tive cry  of  children  for  bread  ; when  thou- 
sands of  families  in  Manchester  alone  are 
walking  in  tho  cold  shadows  of  starvation, 
and  honest  men  shudder  in  contemplating  tho 
grim  alternatives  of  desperation  through  which 
they  must  travail  in  ceaseless — almost  hope- 
less-quest of  their  God-given  birthright. 
How  strangely  out  of  harmony  with  the  fitness 
of  things— a sad  commentary  upon  the 
fevered  official  clamour  for  intensive  cultiva- 
tion of  foodstuffs,  and  "a  sorrowful  correlative 
of  the  great  economy  comedy  ! 

Yet  their  terrible  significance  made  no 
appeal  to  the  capitalistic  City  Fathers.  And 
a scandal  of  the  first  magnitude  would  have 
been  allowed  to  pass  in  respectful  silence 
but  for  the  fact  that  there  chanced  to  bo 
within  the  Council  a Co-operative  member 
with  more  regard  for  duty  than  the  tender 
feelings  of  the  champions  of  vested  interests. 

It  was  left  to  Councillor  Park  (Co-operative 
member  for  tho  Collyhurst  Ward)  to  expose 
the  scandal,  and  at  the  same  lime  throw  a 
little  light  upon  its  sinister  significance. 
Councillor  Park’s  position  with  the  C.W.S. 
has  given  him  a wide  knowledge  of  the  financial 
considerations  involved  in  matters  of  food 
supply,  and  investigation  in  the  interests  of 
the  worker  has  taken  him  into  close  contact 
with  the  domestic  aspect  of  the  problem. 
Hence  he  was  able  to  Bpeak  with  authority 
on  the  subject,  and  may  be  taken  as  voicing 
tho  views  of  the  average  intelligent  citizen 
in  the  suggestion  conveyed  by  his  question 
to  tho  Chairman  of  the  Markets  Committee 
as -to  how  much  of  the  deplorable  destruction 
was  due  to  the  policy  of  profit-mongers  sticking 
out  for  extortionate  prices  which  poor  ami 
needy  people  simply  cannot  afford  to  pay. 
At  the  same  time.  Councillor  Park  contended 
that  with  a little  co-ordination  between  the 
Markets  Committeo  and  the  Watch  Com- 
mittee hundreds  of  tons  of  foodstuffs  now  eon- 
signed  to  the  destructor  could  be  saved  ii 
the  interests  of  the  people.  Being  n practical 
man,  ho  showed  how  it  could  bo  dono. 

Tho  sago  aldonnan,  true  to  tradition,  would 
have  nono  of  it.  and  to  a co-oporativo  cry 


for  food  had  only  the  comfortless  stone  of 
capitalistic  expediency  to  east.  His  aim, 
however,  was  not  lofty  enough  to  strike  the 
Co-operative  councillor. 

It  may  be  all  very  well  to  ascribe  these 
figures  to  the  unflagging  zeal  and  efficiency 
of  tho  responsible  officials,  but  whilst  lessened 
official  activity  might  conceivably  have 
softened  tho  statistical  shock,  it  certainly 
would  not  have  minimised  an  evil  the  extont 
of  which  may  or  may  not  be  accurately  gauged 
from  carefully-prepared  figures.  However 
that  may  be,  in  view  of  the  hoavy  expenditure 
by  education  authorities  in  the  provision  of 
free  meals  for  children,  and  the  considerably 
heavier  burden  laid  upon  the  rates  in  providing 
food  and  sustenance  for  the  battered  units 
of  the  great  indust  rial  army,  such  an  avalanche 
of  waste  calls  not-only  for  adequate  explana- 
tion hut  for  immediate  action. 

Such  cavalier  treatment  of  a question  of 
pressing  public  importance  would  be  im- 
possible if  the  representation  of  co-operation 
on  public  bodies  was  in  proportion  to  its 
capacity  to  serve  the  people’s  interests. 


“ CO-OPERATIVE  | 
MEMORIES.”  % 

Have  you  read  the  ® 

reminiscences  0}  © 

James  Deans  ? ® 

* 

“CO-OPERATIVE  MEMORIES”-!'-  net-  $ 
may  bo  bid  Rom  the  office*  o the  National  4 rj 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society  Ltd..  Manchester 
and  Glasgow.  It  is  a valuable  little  volume,  as  ® 
neat  in  iti  appearance  as  it  is  useful  in  its  contents. 


STORE  DIVIDENDS. 


BOARDS  OF  GUARDIANS’  POSITION, 

The  auditor  has  intimated  to  the  Dart- 
lord  Guardians  that  they  should  receive  the 
dividends  accruing  from  the  purchases  mode 
at  the  shops  of  the  co-operative  societies  by 
the  recipients  of  out-relief  in  liquidation  of 
the  relief  tickets  given  by  the  Guardians, 

•the  ground  that  such  persons  were  receiving 
relief  in  excess  of  the  scale,  and  were  thus 
placed  in  a better  position  than  persons  ob- 
taining their  goods  from  other  tradesmen. 

The  ‘Poor  Law  Officers'  Journal”  draws 
attention  to  this  matter  in  its  issue  for 
August  11th,  and  goes  on  to  say  that  ” it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  the  Departmental 
Decisions  given  in  the  ‘ Journal’  of  July 
14th,  the  following  is  recorded: — ‘The 
Ministry  of  Health  on  January  24th,  1922. 
addressed  a communication  to  a Board  of 
Guardians  in  the  following  terms:  ‘I 
directed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  refer 
to  vour  letter  of  the  9fch  instant,  in  regard 
to  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Guardia 
of  your  -Union  for  the  purclia.se  of  groceries, 
Ac.,  from  the  [local]  co-operative  society. 

I am  directed  to  state  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Minister,  the  Guardians  should  receive, 
'the  dividends  accruing  from  the  purchases 
made  at  tho  slu-ps  of  the  society  by  the 
recipients  of  out-relief  in  liquidation  of  the 
relief  tickets  given  by  the  Guardians,— 
I am,  <£•«., 

" (Sgd.)  H.  H.  Turner. ” 


BREAKING  “RINGS.” 

CO-OPERATIVE  EFFORT  FOR 

MUNICIPAL  SUPPLIES. 

Anyone  acquainted  with  municipal  work  ih 
London  and  the  provinces  is  aware  of  the  heavy 
inroads  made  on  the  ratepayers’  resources 
by  the  “ rings  ” of  contractors  who  combino 
to  force  up  the  prices.  As  a consequence  local 
authorities  arc  often  powerless  in  protecting 
the  ratepayers’  interests.  The  contract  prices 
are  often  fixed  at  a sum  far  in  advance  of  a 
reasonable  limit,  and  the  governing  body  have 
no  alternative  than  to  accept  theso  offers. 
The  remedy  apjiears  to  be  the  adoption  o[ 
co-operative  methods  to  municipal  life.  At 
last  steps  in  this  direction  have  been  taken. 
For  some  months  the  London-  Labour  Party 
has  been  endeavouring  to  secure  co-operation 
between  the  Metropolitan  local  authorities 
for  the  purpose  of  jointly  purchasing  their 
materials  at  the  source,  and  in  this  way  eli- 
minating the  profiteering  of  the  middlemen. 

Alderman  Herbert  Morrison  (secretary  to 
the  London  Labour  Party),  in  announcing  tho 
inauguration  of  this  scheme,  states  : “ This 
constructive  effort  towards  economy  has  been 
obstructed  by  the  anti-Labour  Councils,  and 
the  L.C.C.  lias  refused  to  assist  in  securing 
legislative  authority  for  local  authorities  to 
establish  municipal  mutual  supplies  on  a 
comprehensive  basis.  Rather  similar  diffi- 
culties met  the  pioneers  of  the  Municipal 
Mutual  Insurance  Ltd.,  and  the  precedent 
made  by  this  very  successful  municipal  con- 
cern has  been  followed  by  the  London- Labour 
Party  and  its  supporters  in  the  present  in- 
stance. It  is  probable,  however,  that  when  tho 
scheme  is  demonstrated  to  be  practical  busi- 
ness tho  non-Labour  authorities  will  come 

A company  has  now  been  registered  under 
the  title  of  Public  Authorities  Mutual  Supplies 
Ltd.  The  managing  trustees  include  : Coun- 
cillor A.  Anderson  [Camberwell);  Councillor 
W.  Barefoot,  J.P.  (Woolwich) ; Councillor 
H.  Flight  (St.  Pancros) ; Alderman  R.  M. 
Gentry  (Fulham) ; Alderman  Herbert  Morrison 
(Hackney);  Councillor  W.  O’Kines  (Batter- 
sea) ; and  Mr.  -C.  W.  Tagg  (Town  Clerk  of 
Camberwell). 

The  chief  objects  for  which  the  company 

established  are  To  enable  county  councils. 
Metropolitan  borough  councils,  municipal 
corporations,  local  authorities,  boards  of 
guardians,  education  authorities,  public  com- 
missioners, charity  trustees,  and  other  public 
bodies  and  authorities,  by  co-operation  or 
otherwise,  to  obtain  goods,  articles,  and 
materials  required  or  used  for  their  purposes. 

The  concern  is  a company  limited  bv  guaran- 
tee, and  not  having  a capital  divided  into 
shares,  apd  it  is  provided  that  voting  power 
at  general  meetings  shall  be  determined  accord- 
ng  to  the  amount  of  purchases  from  tho 
company  by  the  respective  authorities.  The 
company  will  be  under  municipal  control,  an  l 
managed  by  a body  of  trustees,  who  will  fill 
the  role  of  a board  of  directors.  Councillor 
Barefoot  Jins  been  appointed  chairman  anel 
Mr.  C.  W.  Tagg.  honorary  secretary  and 
manager  pro  tern.  It  is  not  desired  that  the 
company  shall  be  at  all  exclusively  a London 
concern!  and  inquiries  from  provincial  cor- 
porations and  others  interested  should  bo 
addressed  to  the  honorary  secretary  and 
manager,  2,  Pcekham-road,  London.  8.E. 


MANCHESTER  COUNCILLOR'S  STORY. 


the  author  of 
Strong  Man,” 
ir  in  these  columns.  It  is 
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■omen  alike.  The  first  iustal- 
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ment  will  appear  iu  the  issue  for  Septem- 
ber 2nd.  Order  copies  from  your  stores 
in  good  time. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


August  19,  ij»  i 


“THE  MIGHTY  DEAD! 


SOiME  PASSING  THOUGHTS  ON  LORD  NORTHCLIFFE. 


THE  MAN  WHO  “GOT  THINGS  DONE”  AND  HOW  THEY  WERE  DONE: 
SOME  OF  THE  THINGS  THAT  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN  DONE. 


[By  Our  Special  Commissioner.] 


As  a rule,  it  is  only  when  a sovereign,  or  a 
statesman,  or  a general  passes  that  one  speaks 
of  “ The  Mighty  Dead,”  but  it  is  permissible 
to  apply*  the  term  to  the  late  chief  of  the 
“ Times  ” and  the  “ Daily  Mail,  ’ for  he  was 
largely  the  means  of  bringing  down  sovereigns 
and  statesmen  and  generals  like  ninepins  in  the 
past  eight  years.  No  dislike  of  Northcliffe 
methods  ought  to  prevent  one  from  saying  so. 
The  “ Daily  Mail  ” helped  to  create  that 
European  temperament  that  made  the  war 
possible.  When  war  came  the  “ Daily  Mail  ” 
set* the  pace  for  the  fight,  because  the  hustler 
was  at  the  head  of  it ; and  the  German 
monarchists,  who  hated  Lord  Northcliffe  for 
his  war  passion  and  his  war  propaganda,  were 
only  guilty  of  reprisals,  for  he  it  was  who 
impelled  millions  to  dislodge  their  All  Highest 
from  his  throne. 

Ministers  in  Mr.  Asquith's  Coalition  Cabinet 
declared  throughout  the  country  that  Mr. 
Asquith  was  indispensable  to  the  nation  as 
Premier.  Two  days  later  they  accepted  the 
dismissal  of  the  indispensable,  and  accepted 
their  seals  of  office  from  another,  because  Lord 
Northcliffe  had  decided  that  Asquith  Must  Go. 

Lord  Northcliffe  unmade  Asquith  : ho  en- 
throned Lloyd  George.  The  “ Co-operative 
News,”  at  that  remarkable  time,  deprecated 
the  part  Mr.  Llo^d  George  played.  The  press 
dictator  who  enthroned  him  then  had  well  nigh 
dethroned  him  before  his  own  fatal  illness 
seized  him.  Of  the  great  military  geniuses 
who  directed  the  war  there  was  no  idol  more 
popular  in  1915  than  Lord  Kitchener.  The 
“ Daily  Mail  ” denounced  him  for  what  it 
called  “ the  scandal  of  the  shells,”  and  his 
prestige  waned.  Other  generals  and  ministers 
came  and  went  at  Lord  Northcliffe  s bidding. 

It  was  not  good  that  this  power  should  be 


Lord  Northcliffe  was  not  concerned  about  any 
grave  principle.  His  pushfulness  was  no 
greater  than  his  whimsicality.  Whit-  did  it 
matter  that  his  paper  threatened  that  we  would 
“ rod  France  in  mud  and  blood  ” ? When 
occasion  arose  it  was  as  ready  to  “ Hang  the 
Kaiser,”  and  to  make  the  Prime  Minister  adopt 
it  as  his  election  cry.  What  did  it  matter  that 
the  policy  Lord  Northcliffe  imposed  upon  the 
Government  made  it  necessary  to  budget  for 
a 63.  income  tax  ? He  could,  denounce  the 
Government  for  doing  it,  and  force  them- to 
take  a shilling  off.  He  used  money  lavishly 
to  get  news  that  would  sell.  He  did  not  con- 
cern himself  very  much  with  the  effect  of  the 
news  he  published,  but  his  organisation 
brought  him  news  ; he  could  scent  what  was 
going  to  happen ; and  knowing  what  was 
going  to  happen  before  most  other  people,  he 
could  create  a demand  that  it  should  happen  ; 
it  often  did  happen,  and  when  it  did  he  could 
claim  : “ We  did  it.” 

He  did  not  claim  any  mission  to  set  the  world 
right ; he  set  out  as  a news  merchant  to  give 
the  world  the  sort  of  news  it  wanted.  That 
made  his  competitors  with  a mission  look 
feeble  in  comparison ; but  the  missionary 
always  seems  to  be  at  a discount.  Lord  North- 
cliffe had  the  grand  passion  for  hi$  job  ; and 
if  he  could  get  news  for  the  “ Daily  Mail  ” that 
no  member  of  his  staffs  could  get,  he  would  go 
out  with  his  notebook  and  get  it,  even  if  it 
meant  a rush  to  Dalmeny  to  interview  Lord 
Rosebery  or  a trip  to  Versailles  to  keep  an  eye 
on  Lloyd  George  at  the  Peace  Conference.  One 
of  the  last  acts  of  his  was  to  write  an  exposure 
of  the  newspaper  millionaires.  It  riled  some 
of  his  rivals,  but  their  annoyance  could  be 
excused,  for  two  of  his  own  colleagues  on  the 
directorate  of  his  papers  had  issued  writs  for 


UNIFORM  FIXED  PRICES. 

SOME  ADVANTAGES  TO  BE  GAINED. 

AND  SOME  DIFFICULTIES  IN  THE  WAY. 

BY  W.  FAIRGREVE  JOHNSTON. 
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m the  hands  of  one  man  but  there  it  was.  and  | libel,  which  were  only  withdrawn  when  the 


the  man  who  could  do  these  things  was  surely 
mightier  than  those  mighty  ones  he  made  or 
unmade.  When  the  war  began  he  controlled 
the  daily  newspaper  with  the  largest  circula- 
tion. He  had  founded  it.  He  began  with  an 
average  circulation  of  less  than  200,000.  He 
brought  it  up  to  more  than  a million  a day. 
Rivals  who  envied  the  “ Daily  Mail’s  ” daily 
sale  followed  his  methods  in  the  effort  to 
pile  up  their  own  sales  ; and  so  the  parrot  press, 
which  would  have  followed  Northc  iffe’s  lead  in 
any  other  direction,  sang  the  same  tune. 

Many  journalists  who  disagreed  with  Lord 
- Northcliffe’s  politics  held  him  in  admiration; 
They  believe  the  chief  function  of  a ourna.ist 
is  to  make  people  buy  his  paper.  Northcliffe 
did  that.  He  set  out  to  make  his  paper  shout, 
to  get  it  talked  about,  to  get  it  bought.  Almost 
eve^y  local  reporter  has  the  same  instinct. 
Northcliffe  would  rather  have  his  paper  de- 
nounced from  every  political  platform,  or  have 
it  burned  again  at  the  Stock  Exchange,  than 
have  it  ignored  or  not  talked  about. 

He  thought  a paper  like  “Tit-Bits”  could 
be  easily  produced,  and  so  he  gave  up  writing 
cycling  notes  and  commenced  “Answers  ” to 
rival  “ Tit-Bits.”  When  “ Tit-Bits  ” was 
giving  a railway  insurance  coupon  for  £100 
Lord  Northcliffe — or  Alfred  Harmsworth— 
gave  a coupon  for  £1,000,  and  increased  his 
circulation.  When  he  acquired  the  “ Evening 
News,”  and  got  into  the  swing  of  daily  jour- 
nalism, the  same  sort  of  boldness  characterised 
his  methods.  Nothing  really  mattered  except 
to  get  the  paper  talked  about.  Getting  it 
talked  about  meant  circulation  ; circulation 
meant  revenue  ; 1 evenue  meant  profits  ; profits 
meant  more  papers ; more  papers  meant 
paper  mills  ; paper  mills  meant  forests  ; wide- 
spread distribution  meant  special  means  of 
transport.  Lord  Northcliffe  got  all  these 
things,  and  while  his  timber  was  being  cut 
down  in  Newfoundland  for  conversion  into 
paper,  and  aeroplanes  were  delivering  parcels 
of  the  Daily  Mail  ” in  out-of-the-way  parts 
of  the  country,  I travelled  a night  through  in  a 
train  between  Betlegarde  and  Paris  with  one 
of  his  employees  retiring  from  Italy,  where  he 
had  spent  two  months  organising  the  sales  of 
the  Continental  Edition  of  the  “ Daily  Mail  ” 
and  the  “ Times  ” and  the  “ Times  Supple- 
ment.” 

His  rivals  were  left  behind.  Their  circula- 
tions were  left  behind,  however  sheepishly  his 
methods  were  followed.  Some  of  his  rivals 
failed  to  secure  results  similar  ^o  his  because 
they  were  more  scrupulous.  Others  who  fell 
short  of  his  ‘measure  of  success  were  no  more 
scrupulous,  but  they  lacked  bis  recklessness. 


nature  of  his  illness  became  known. 

Lord  Northcliffe* s vitality  and  resourceful- 
ness as  a great  press  dictator  would  have  been 
a great  asset  to  a nation  if  in  the  direction  of 
his  mighty  weapon  ho  had  shown  a higher 
appreciation  of  the  effect  of  the  power  they 
wielded  over  a great  mass  of  people  eager  to 
be  informed  in  the  fewest  possible  number  of 
words.  The  Northcliffe  Press  might  have 
made  the  last  war  impossible  ; it  might  have 
made  the  peace  complete  and  lasting ; it  might 
have  brought  Europe  back  to  tho  old  social 
life  ; it  might  have  brought  about  an  era  of 
industrial  prosperity,  with  homes  for  heroes, 
the  fullest  free  education  for  our  children, 
security  and  comfort  for  old  age.  It  has  not 
done  so  ; and  there  remain  the  old  dreads — the 
dread  of  “ the  sack  ” for  the  able-bodied,  the 
dread  of  the  workhouse  for  the  aged,  and  the 
dread  of  war  and  its  pestilences  for  all.  “ The 
paper  that  gets  things  done,”  and  its  allied 
publications,  might  have  removed  these 
dreads,  but  the  peace  we  are  undergoing  is 
the  only  peace  the  Northcliffe  Press  made 
possible.  Lord  Northcliffe  probably  did  not 
think  of  these  things.  Nil  nisi  bonwn  de 
nu>rl\u8 1 Let  it  be  so.  Probably  he  did  not 
regard  it  as  his  business  to  think  of  them. 


As  there  appears  to  be  considerable  mis- 
conception as  to  how  far  the  question  of 
fixed  prices  affects  goods  produced  in  our 
own  factories,  it  would  lie  well  if  the  matter 
was  ventilated. 

It  is  not  proposed  that  the  Co-operative 
M holesale  Society  shall  fix  the  retail  price 
of  all  commodities  sold  by  them— a moment’s 
reflection  will  show  that  this  would  be  quite 
impossible,  in  view  of  the  fluctuations 
price  which  are  taking  place  daily.  There 
are.  however,  certain  goods  which  lend 
themselves  to  fixed  retail  prices,  and  are 
not  subject  to  quite  the  same  variation 
This  applies  to  all  departments,  and,  so  fa 
as  groceries  are  concerned,  is  not  a new  idea, 
as  already  some  teas  and  coffees  are  amongst 
the  items  which  have  a fixed  price,  and  are 
advertised  accordingly.  If  the  C.W.S.  are 
to  undertake  any  national  effort  to  advertise 
commodities  produced  inside  the  movement, 
it  is  necessary  that  the  price  be  stated, 
those  cases  where  advertising  on  these  lines 
has  already  been  done,  the  results  have  been 
astounding;  the  special  advertising  at  fixed 
prices  of  boots,  corsets,  skirts,  and  even 
motor  cycles  has  shown  by  the  response 
that  our  constituency  is  a large  one  and 
ready  to  respond. 

How  far  the  production  of  goods  at  a fixed 
price  will  affect  the  sales  of  other  goods 
similar  in  character,  but  at  open  price,  we 
cannot  say;  but  already  a cheap  boot  well 
advertised  has  been  sufficient  to  keep  the 
works  on  full  time  for  some  months,  and 
in  the  case  of  cheap  clothing,  the  mills  pro- 
ducing the  cloth  have  also  been  on  overtime. 
The  movement  has  to  be  asked  whether  the 
capital  sunk  into  mills  and  factories  has  to 
stand  idle,  or  whether,  by  adopting  methods 
to  suit  the  present  day,  advertising  freely, 
they  will  be  able  to  run  their  works  at  their 
full  capacity.  The  C.W.S.  might  come  to 
an  agreement  with  the  various  Managers' 
Associations  for  uniform  prices  for  certain 
grocery,  drapery,  and  furnishing  goods. 
Advertising  freely  a margarine  in  a packet 
marked  with  its  retail  price  might  be  suffi- 
cient to  set  the  works  running  at  its  full 
capacity.  The  Irlam  works  was  erected  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  the  movement  for  a 
co-operatively-produced  margarine ; it  is,  of 
course,  flattering  to  think  that  co-operators 
only  require  the  best,  and  should  only  be 
satisfied  with  butter.  We  do  know,  how- 
ever, co-operators  are  using  more  margarine 
than  is  produced  at  their  own  works;  this 
is  very  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
C.W.S.  cannot  advertise  at  a fixed  price. 
Societies  with  different  rates  of  expenses 
and  different  dividends  make  it  difficult  to 
fix  upon  prices  that  will  show  a decent  mar- 
gin of  profit  to  every  society.  Are  societies 
which  are  efficient,  have  low  working  ex- 
penses (due  perhaps  to  wise  depreciation  and 
low  dividends  in  the  past),  to  increase  their 
price  to  satisfy  those  societies  which  want  a 
big  dividend,  and  have,  perhaps,  high 
working  expenses? 

As  there  will  be  considerable  difficulty  in 
fixing  a price  that  will  operate  equitably 
from  Cornwall  to  Cumberland,  we  might, 
in  the  first  place,  for  some  commodities  at 
any  rate,  work  either  iu  large  towns  where 
there  are  one  or  more  societies,  or  even  in 


KOMB 


There  are  who  labour  alone  with  stress  oj  thought, 

Yet  labour  indeed;  who  sow,  reap,  gar  tier  in 
Wisdom,  not  wheat;  who  toil  not,  neither  spin. 

Yet  wear  the  Beauty  their  own  hands  have  wrought. 
Shall  we,  then,  say  they  profit  us  in  nought — 

They  who  the  Poet’s  pearls  have  striven  to  win 
From  dark  seas, or,  more  rich  than  copper  or  tin, 

Or  fine  gold,  Trnfkjrom  her  deep'  mines  have  brought  ? 

' Many  there  be  f Oho  spend  their  wealth  on  others, 

Not  self : wisf  'ilei^frds  they  of  gold  and  gem. 

They  also  toil ; jjtfjiand  and  brain  are  brothers  ; 

■ The-  plant  has  need  alike  of  flower  . xand  stem. 

All  great  and  gold  in  deeds  have  dreams'  for  mothers: 
Shall  we  then'^Ayf',’  We  have  no  heed  of  them  ” ? 

— S.  Gertrude  Ford. 


areas  covering  a larger  number  of  S<K.:0|.  1 
afterwards  whole  sections  could  W 
leading  the  way,  of  course,  to  iV 
price  If  the  Co-operative  Wholesales,'^ 
decided  to  fix  upon  a uniform  price  for  ^ 
tain  lines  of  jam  or  margarine.  lir.indoaJ^’*  ] 
these  over  the  whole  of  the  areas  ramWf 
the  retail  committees  would  have  1 1 

able  difficulty  in  persuading  tl.ci, 
that  they  were  not  in  a position  to  *11  *.] 
advertised  because  of  the  cost  price.  (,'ao«J 
•-'Kietiej  1 

ul*»n  wha  j 


the  managers  or  committees  of  the 
concerned  meet  together,  decide 


could  be  considered  a -fair  margin  to 
all  expenses,  and  to  provide  reasJI 
dividend,  ia  order  that  the  C.W.S.  Im«yhat 
something  to  work  upon?  There  can' be* 
-suggestion,  of  course,  of  a fixed  price  Win!'] 
given  to  all  goods  produced  by  the  work 
of  the  C.W.S. ; tile  problem  would  he  eas 
if  we  had  a national  retoil  society;  but  *1 
have  2,000,  and  can  only  expect  some  differ-  \ 
ences.  There  may  be  some  opposition  to  #D'  I 
extension  of  this  policy;  some  managers  nm 
consider  that  their  business  is  being  inter- 
fered with,  but  they  are  handling  hundreds  \ 
of  proprietary  articles  produced  in  the  pri-  * 
vate  trade  in  which  they  are  not  allowed, 
and  in  which  they  are  not  in  a fHisition,  to  j 
criticise  either  the  retail  or  wholesale  selling 
prices.  If  the  C.W.S.  are  to  spend  large  | 
sums  of  money  advertising  these  produc-  I 
tions,  in  order  that  the  productive  works  I 
and  capital  shall  be  fully  employed,  socuIib] 
surely  cannot  expect  the  same  margin  and 
profit  as  upon  goods  where  the  demand  has  I 
not  been  created. 

It  is  important  to  societies  that  ll#  ] 
Wholesale  commence  paying  dividends 
again ; this  can  only  be  done  by  the  works  j 
and  departments  working  at  full  pressure;  1 
advertising  on  a large  scale  goods  at  uniform  ] 
prices  will  help  to  bring  this  about.  Co- 
operation of  retail  societies’  buyers  w ith  the  j 
C.W.S.  management  in  this  matter  will  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  movement. 


We  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  views  of 
managers  of  retail  societies  on  this  sub- 
ject briefly  expressed  through  our  corre- 
spondence columns. — Ed.,  “C.  X.  ’ 


ITEMS  OF  INTEREST, 


Mu.  H.  J.  May,  general  secretary  to  the 
International  Co-operative  A Ilia  m •,  is  grr- 
ing  a course  of  three  lectures  at  mi  Edum- 
tronal  Week-end  School  at  Woodbruok.  frum 
August  18th  to  the  21st.  The  -nlijciU 
be  dealt  with  include  the  histoiy  of  tli« 
I.C.A.,  a survey  of  the  different  forms  d 
international  association,  some  account  w 
affairs  in  Russia,  and  a review  of  inlcr- 
intioual  co-operative  trading  and  bunking.  1 

The  Labour  Research  Department 
holding  a Summer  School  at  Clbugluon,  M 
which  tlie  international  situation  "ill  Ik  ! 
dealt  with.  The  lectures  will  include  Mr. 
Norman  Angell,  Mr.  H.  N.  Brailsicrd,  awl 
Mr.  H.  J.  May,  general-  secretary  to  the 
International  Co-operative  Alliance. 

The  Union  of  International  Associations 
are  holding  their  third  Congress  at  Brussels 
from  August  20th  to  September  3rd 
(Troisieme  Quinzaine  Internationale)  when 
various  questions'  of  international  import* 
nee  in  the  economic,  social,  and  political 
field  will  be  discussed.  The  I»itc*rnatioiial 
'o-operntive  Alliance  will  lie  represented 
Mr.  Victor  Senvy  an<l  Mr.  H.  J.  M-0- 
general  secretary. 

The  fullest  sympathy  will  be  felt  for  Mr* 

F.  Perry,  J.P.,  secretary  to  the  ( o-op’i  '* 
tire  Party,  in  the  serious  accident  which  has 
befallen  his  son.  The  lad  fell  from  a 
at  the  Brentlmm  Garden  Village,  cutt-ipg 
i»d  fracturing  his  leg.  and  he  will  he  la»  - 
aside  for  some  weeks. 

Tlie  boldest  men  sometime-  overreach  j 
themselves.  William  Oldroyd  Jind  re.i'on 
to  congratulate  himself  011  many  trh»nph»> 
but  pride  and  ambition  brought  him  do"  R 
at  last.  E.  J.  Hart  weaves  Oldroyd's  ex- 
ploits into  a new  gripping  serial  story, 
*hich  will  be  commenced  in  the  “ X'c«s 
on  September  2nd.  Order  copies  now. 

X’o  co-operator  is  really  efficient  unle^ 
or  she  reads  the  Co-operative  Irt".* 
The  ’Co-operative  News’  should  . 
rer.v  co-operator's  hands,  nnJ  a circlin'1' 
not  less  than  20,000  a week  should 
jossible  in  this  society.  Tin's  quantity  < 

H»  printed  and  folde<l  in  less  than 
minutes  on  our  newly-installed  up-tud*1  , 
printing  machine.  We  are  th?  °'.VI10frV” 
this  machinery  and  should  be  proud  |*.» 
South  Suburban  Society’s  " Wheats!"-’- 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


ddees 


I'"11’  tho  present  Government  lias 

'f“*t  has  certainly  made  the  li<iuor  trade 
country  prosperous,  and  it  looks  as 

0 i ,«  ol  the  brewery  and  distillery 

1 i,  ore  finding  it  diSicult  to  conceal 
®T,”n™,  the  extent  of  the  profits  they  have 
”“‘l  lied  The  report  ol  Watney,  Combo, 

,„d  Company  Limited  for  the  twelve 
"“L  wdctl  Juno  30th,  1022,  shows  a trading 
W°fi!  of  tl  112,000,  as  against  £1,057,000  for 
T iwious  year.  After  providing  for  interest 
1 rlnand-a-half  million  pounds  of  31  per 
”,  perpetual  First  Debenture  stock,  the 

J diids  of  9 P"-  “nt„  ||783;7(if' 

, „cr  cent.  First  Mortgage  Preference  stock, 
d 4 per  cent,  on  the  £3.185.410  of  Preferred 
Ordinary  stock,  32  per  cent,  is  paid  on  the 
r9635'i  of  Deferred  Ordinary.  It  is  only 
Ljr  Jo  i>oint  out  that  in  1906  holders  of  the 
Deferred  Ordinary  had  written  off  75  per  cent, 
of  their  stock  to  provide  for  losses,  r.e..  they 
became  possessed  of  only  £1  Deferred  Ordinary 
jor  every  £4  of  original  stock  held  ; for.  like 
so  many  other  brewery  concerns,  this  over- 
eapitalised  company  had  plunged  and  made 
Hvy  losses.  .Still,  the  kindly  treatment  of 
the  Coalition  Government  to  the  liquor  trade 
has  enabled  them  to  make  good  all  previous 
losses,  for  the  company  is  now  going  to  give  its 
Deferred  shareholders,  in  addition  to  the  divi- 
dend of  32  per  cent.,  a bonus  of  100  per  cent, 
in  the  shape  of  £796.400  of  new  Deferred  stock. 
The  disclosed  reserves  of  the  company  avail- 
able are  £350,000  less  than  the  sum  required 
for  this  operation,  so  it  is  clear  that  it  has 
accumulated  large  undisclosed  reserves  which, 
or  part  of  which,  will  now  be  brought  to  light. 
The  improvement  that  the  war  and  post-war 
liquor  trade  policy  of  the  Government  has 
brought,  to  that  industry  is  revealed  in  a 
startling  manner  by  a comparison  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  prices  for  Watney,  Combe,  Reid 
Deferred  stock.  In  1913  £4  would  purchase 
£11)0  of  this  stock.  In  1 91 7 the  price  had  risen 
to  £85;  by  1918  to  £131  10s.,  in  1919  to  £204, 
and  at  the  present  time  to  £240.  Figures  like 
these  do  not,  however,  prevent  brewery  chair- 
men at  their  annual  meetings  from  protesting 
against  the  high,  taxation  and  other  burdens 
placed  upon  their  industry.  One  would  have 
thought  that  in  the  present  state  of  Ireland 
even  the  breweries  would  be  doing  badly,  but 
Guinness  and  Company,  the  great  Dublin  stout 
brewers,  have  just  increased  their  dividend 
from  25  to  29  per  cent.,  free  of  income  tax  ! 

Losses  on  Gloves, 

The  report  of  Dent,  Allcroft,  and  Company, 
the  big  glove  manufacturers,  for  the  financial 
year  onded  January  31st  last  has  been  issued, 
and  shows  a net  loss  of  £432,744,  which  com- 
pares with  a net  profit  for  the  previous  year  of 
£131,803.  Here,  again,  the  heavy  loss  is  due 
to  the  great  fall  in  prices,  besides  which,  I 


By  Appointment. 

LIOW  many  brands  of  milk 
1 1 can  you  think  of  with  a 
Imputation  equal  to  Nestle’s  ? 
N0X  ONE.  Quality,  Purity, 
Safety— these  all  tell  with  the 
vast  majority  of  people,  and 
Nestle’s  is  still  unrivalled'. 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  milk 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Nestle’s  for  all  purposes 
you  will  be  safe  against 
all  milk  risks. 
a'^  Co-operative  Stores. 

S,  6-3,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


should  imagine,  the  present  hard  times  are 
leading  to  a diminished  use  of  gloves.  In 
Germany  the  general  poverty  that  has  fol- 
lowed the  war  Has  caused  the  majority  of 
women,  even  those  of  the  middle  class,  to  dis- 
pense with  hats ; and  although  we  have  not 
yet  reached  that  stage  in  this  country,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  more  women  go  gloveless  than 
used  to  be  the  case.  The  present  company  of 
Dent,  Allcroft,  and  Company  Limited  was 
formed  in  1919  to  take  over  the  existing  busi- 
ness carried  on  under  the  same  title,  witli  the 
large  issued  capital  of  £1,500,000,  of  which 
£750,000  of  7-J  per  cent.  First  Preference  shares 
are  in  tho  hands  of  the  public.  Holders  have 
not  received  dividends  thereon  since  May  1st, 
1921,  and  although  an  equally  heavy  loss  is 
unlikely  in  the  future,  as  it  is  not.  to  be  sup- 
posed that  stocks  will  have  to  be  written  down 
again,  immediate  prospects  do  not  seem  very 
brilliant. 

Money  from  Coconuts. 

One  of  the  great,  commodities  of  modern 
commerce  is  copra,  the  dried  kcrnal  of  the  coco- 
njt,  'or  from  it  is  pressed  the  oil  which  forms 
ths  basis  of  many  of  the  margarines  and  vege- 
table butters  that  are  in  use  ; it  is  also  largely 
U3cd  in  the  manufacture  of  soap  and  linoleum. 
The-  report  has  now  been  issued  of  the  largest 
company'  cultivating  coconuts,  viz.,  the  Coco- 
nut Plantations  of  Perak  Limited,  which  has 
some  12,000  acres  of  land  in  the  Malay'  .States, 
of  which  7,000  odd  are  planted  with  coco- 
nuts. The  crop  of  nuts  harvested  during  the 
year  was  10,283,328,  which  is  nearly  1,500,000 
more  than  was  estimated.  These,  after  drying 
the  kernels,  produced  2,272  tons  of  copra. 
The  most  striking  feature  of  the  report  is  the 
revelation  of  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction at  the  port  of  shipment  was  £15  13s.  9d. 
per  ton,  a decrease  during  the  y'ear  of  no  less 
than  £10  15s.  per  ton.  At  the  general  meeting 
the  chairman  stated  that  several  factors  had 
contributed  to  this  very  substantial  nnd  satis- 
factory reduction.  Drastic  economies  had 
been  effected,  labour  had  increased  largely'  in 
efficiency  owing  to  the  great  improvement  in 
health  resulting  from  the  success  of  the 
measures  taken  to  combat  malaria.  He  stated 
that  during  the  current  year  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction would  t.e  still  le3S.  The  average  net 
price  obtained  during  the  year,  after  deducting 
freight,  insurance,  and  all  sale  charges,  was 
£20  13s.  Cd.  per  ton,  as  against  a profit  of 
£7  13s.  Id.  per  ton  during  the  previous  y'ear, 
when  the  selling  price  of  copra  was  75  per  cent, 
higher.  The  company,  which  has  been  in 
existence  only  two  years,  now  pays  a first 
dividend  of  2J  per  cent,  on  an  issued  capital 
of  £580,000.  Both  the  report  and  the  chair- 
man's remarks  are  satisfactory,  as  they  point 
to  a further  reduction  in  the  cost  of  this  mo3t 
important  raw  material  or  food,  which  should 
result  in  a lower  price  for  margarine,  &c.,  if 
too  many  middlemen  do  not  come  in  between 
it  and  the  public. 


QUANTITY  AND  VALUE. 

DERBY  SOCIETY'S  INFORMATIVE 
TABLE. 


The  half-yearly  report  of  the  Derby' 
Society  shows  that  although  there  is  a eon- 
tiuued  increase  in  weight  and  quantity  of 
goods  sold,  there  is  a decrease  in  receipts 
in  comparison  with  the  corresponding  period, 
'i  ll's  main  articles  of  food  show  the  following 
results : — 

Increased  Deere 

Quant. ties.  Cas 

Milk  81 ,815  gals.  ...  £11,737 

Bread  690,736  lbs.  ...  £15,000 

Bacon  and  ham...  89,700  lbs.  ...  £12,393 

Sugar  16,670  lbs.  ...  £17,830 

Butter  ‘38,192  lbs.  ...  £6,589 

I <ard  36,624  lbs.  ...  £3.464 

'lea  18,000  lbs.  . ;Sanie  cash 

Flour  Same  amount...  £1,400 

There  are  now  1,410  employees  of  the 
society,  an  increase  of  sixtyriivc  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 


Copies  of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society’s 
Jubilee  “ Whcntsheaf  ” have  been  for- 
warded to  members  living  in  America. 
Australia.  Ceylon.  Canada,  France,  and 
South  Africa.  Thus  the  seed  is  sown 
broadcast. 

“ Your  evor-improving  monthly.” — “ A 

County  Durham  Reader  of  tho  ‘ Millgate 
Monthly.’  ” 


PREPARING  FOR  THE  GENERAL 
ELECTION. 


WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCES. 


VI.— HILLSBOROUGH  AND  MR.  A.  V.  ALEXANDER. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


The  HHlsborough  Division  of  Sheffield  is 
ono  of  tho  Co-oporarivo  constituencies  which 
was  fought  at  tho  general  election.  Then  the 
result  was  not  satisfactory,  but  in  that  it  was 
typical  of  what  happened  all  over  the  country, 
when  progressive  candidates  went  down  and 
irogressivc  principles  were  outraged  by  all 
ho  forces  which  tho  Jingo  Press  and  the  then 
Jingo  Premier  harnessed  to  the  chariot  of 
passion.  Tho  Coalition -Liberal  candidate,  Mr. 
A.  Noal,  was  able  to  boast  of  a majority  of 
7,121,  notwithstanding  a very  plucky  and 
courageous  fight  by  Mr.  Lockwood,  who  was 
thou  tho  Co-operative  candidate. 

Circumstances  arc  different  now.  The  tide 
is  no  longer  flowing  with  but  against  the 
Coalition.  The  present  member  is  not  only 
a Coalitionist  but  a Coalition- Liberal,  a sort, 
of  unwanted  child  in  the  political  family. 
The  division  itself  is  fairly  compact  as  Par- 
liamentary constituencies  go.  It  covers  three 
municipal  wards — Necpscnd,  YValklcy,  and 
Hillsborough.  The  largest  of  these  is  Hills- 
borough, and  the  three  have  a combined 
Parliamentary  electorate  of  about  36,000. 
In  tho  last  municipal  election  in  these  threo 
wards  two  Labour  councillors  and  two  Co- 


Mu.  A.  V.  Alexander. 


operative  councillors  were  successful, 
whoso  votes  represented  double  tho  Co- 
operative vote  of  the  Co-operative  . can- 
didate for  Parliament  in  1918.  Since 
then,  of  course,  the  Coalitionists  have  got  into 
oven  greater  disfavour  with  the  electorate 
throughout  the  country,  and  so  much  solid 
organising  work  has  been  put  in  on  behalf  of 
tho  Co-operative  candidate  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary division,  that  Sheffield  co-operators 
arc  confident  of  being  able  to  secure  his  return. 

The  co-operative  societies  in  tho  district 
havo  boon  roused  to  very  considerable  en- 
thusiasm partly  because  of  their  natural  desire 
to  soeuro  a Co-operative  candidate  and  partly 
becauso  tho  Liberal  and  Conservative  Associa- 
tions in  tho  town  havo  carried  on  an  allied 
attack  upon  tho  Co-operative  Party  for  the  past 
few  years,  with  a view  to  causing  disruption 
among  tho  members.  They  were  even  re- 
sponsible for  organising  meetings  to  secure  the 
rejection  of  co-operativo  political  actionists 
in  the  election  of  members  of  the  management 
committees  of  the  societies.  This  had  the 
natural  result  of  arousing  the  co-operators  in 
the  district  to  greater  enthusiasm,  and  it  is 
almost  safe  to  say  there  is  no  other  consti- 
tuency in  the  country,  ear-marked  for  a Co- 
operative candidate,  where  a better  method 
of  organisation  is  adopted,  or  where  the  Co- 
operative Party  has  the  support  of  so  many 
young,  vigorous,  and  willing  workers.  In  the 
constituency,  which  has  a fairly  mixed  elec- 
torate, the  co-operative  movement  is  strong. 
Tho  two  Sheffield  co-operative  societies  in  the 
town,  which  have  a combined  membership 
of  botween  60,000  and  70,000,  are  both  re- 
presented fully  on  tho  Sheffield  Political 
Council.  The  Council  has  an  excellent  full- 
time organiser  in  Mr.  A.  Ballard,  who  superin- 
tends the  work  of  co-operative  organisation 
in  the  three  Parliamentary  divisions  of  Shef- 
field— Brightside,  Hillsborough,  and  Attor- 
cliffo.  Hillsborough,  like  the  others,  has  a 
separate  divisional  council ; and  there  is 
complete  agreement  between  the  Co-operative 
Party  and  the  Labour  Party,  which  is  strong 
in  Hillsborough. 

In  addition  to  the  central  organisation  for 
the  division  there  is  a committee  and  secretary 
in  charge  of  each  of  the  three  municipal  wards. 
Tho  wards  are  divided  into  polling  districts— 
four  in  Noopscnd,  four  in  \Valkloy.  and  seVen 


in  Hillsborough.  Each  of  theso  districts  is 
under  the  personal  direction  of  ? district 
captain,  and  each  of  the  captains  has  a body 
of  workers  under  his  direction,  so  that,  tho 
responsibility  is  shared  by  these  officials  and 
co-ordinated  by  tho  district  and  ward  com- 
mittees and  the  council.  The  voters  are 
splendidly  judaseS,  and  the  whole  system  of 
organisation  is  so  carefully  marked  out  that 
given  a sufficient  number  of  workers  the  entire 
district  could  te  tapped  even  if  an  election 
was  sprung  suddenly.  The  divisional  or- 
ganiser’s room  contains  an  interesting  collec- 
tion of  maps,  charts,  and  diagrams  showing 
progress  or  retrogression,  and  making  it  a 
simple  matter  for  the  man  with  his  finger  on 
the  button  to  touch  any  particular  spot  that 
requires  careful  attention  at  any  time  during 
tho  campaign. 

The  “ Sheffield  Co-operator  ” is  tho  or  van 
of  the  Hillsborough  Divisional  Council,  and  is 
one  of  the  best  propagandist  publications 
issued  in  any  division  in  the  country.  Tho 
“ Whcafsheaf,”  with  its  pages  of  local  interest, 
and  the  “ Co-operative  News,”  which  is  kept 
well  in  touch  with  Sheffield  matters,  arc  all 
well  circulated  ; and  the  co-operative  interest 
in  the  election — come  when  it  may — i3  thus 
kept  alive. 

Meetings  arc  frequently  held  throughout  the 
constituency,  and  several  times  the  candidate 
himself  has  conducted  vigorous  campaigns  in 
various  parts  of  tho  constituency.  YVc  havo 
seen  him  at.  a meeting  on  one  of  tho  wettest 
of  nights  which  was,  nevertheless,  not  wet 
enough  to  prevent  him  from  having  a sur- 
prisingly  large  audience  even  in  a part  of  the 
division  where  lukewarmness  might  have  been 
expected. 

In  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  the  co-operators  of 
Sheffield  have  a candidate  whoso  credentials, 
Character,  and  accomplishments  arc  fully 
established.  He  was  appointed  to  the  fcocrc- 
tarvship  of  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary 
Committee,  from  a number  of  candidates, 
because  of  the  records  of  his  administrative 
experience.  He  had  been  chief  clerk  for  Higher 
Education  on  the  Somerset  County  Education 
Committee,  and  rose  in  the  army  from  private 
to  captain  during  the  war.  Since  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  there 
have  been  few  weeks  in  which  the  “ Co-opera- 
tive News  ” has  not  contained  some  reference 
to  his  work  or  some  urgent  whip  from  him  to 
co-operative  societies  throughout  the  country 
to  take  special  action  in  connection  with  pro- 
posals before  Parliament  that  would  be  detri- 
mental to  co-oporative  societies  or  to  the  great 
mass  of  consumers.  He  is  constantly  on 
sentry-go  for  tlie  movement  on  the  threshold  of 
Parliament  ; scrutinising  now  proposals  and 
amendments,  lobbying,  instructing  members, 
interviewing  Ministers,  and  frequently  leading 
deputations  to  Ministers  with  whom  the 
co-operative  case  has  had  to  be  argued  out. 
He  had  to  handle  the  closing  stages  of  the 
campaign  against  the  corporation  profits  tax. 
How  that  resulted  our  readers  probably  know 
quite  well — the  Government  was  defeated  on 
the  proposal  to  tax  the  surpluses  from  mutual 
trade  between  societies  and  their  members,  and 
so  salutary  was  the  losson  that  the  Govern- 
ment refrained  from  rc-introducing  the  pro- 
posal this  year.  Canadian  cattle,  tho  Milk 
Bill,  the  Bread  Bill,  and  education  are  among 
some  of  the  most  important  of  the  subjects 
which  he  has  lmd  to  discuss  with  Ministers 
responsible  and  upon  which  he  has  had  to  give 
a lead  and  warning  to  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. Those  who  have  had  to  deal  with  him 
testify  to  his  ability,  and  those  who  have 
listened  to  him  at  Congresses  have  recognised 
his  fluency  as  a speaker  and  his  efficacy  as  a 
debater.  ‘Ho  is  a ‘■whole-hogger”  in  co- 
operation, and  his  objective  is  the  Co-operativo 
I Commonwealth— the  only  new  world  that  he 
finds  worth  seeking.  In  plain  English,  this 
means  that  he  is  a real  progressive  candidate, 
and  tho  proper  place  for  him  is  in  Parliament, 
where  his  services  to  the  movement  can  bo 
more  easily  and  more  completely  successful  ; 
but  ho  hopes  to  have  co-operativo  comrades 
there. 

Tho  sitting  member's  record  is  worthy  of  a 
disciple  of  tho  Coalition.  That  means  that  ho 
is  both  an  opportunist,  and  a reactionary. 
Ho  lias  consistently  voted  for  protectionist 
measures  and  for  taxes  on  food,  and  he  voted 
for  the  retention  of  the  corporation  profits 
tax  on  surpluses  arising  out  of  the  mutual 
trading  in  co-oporative  societies. 

Mr.  Alexander  should  win  in  Hillsborough, 
and  tho  prospects  are  immensely  in  his  favour  ; 
but  the  prospects  will  be  belied  if  the  co-ope- 
rators in  tho  division  take  their  task  too 
lightlv-  There  should  be  a general  response 
now_LWith  talk  of  an  autumn  election  revived 
— to  the  call  of  the  organisers  and  captains  for 
men  and  women  who  remain  to  give  a hand 
with  tho  steady  plodding  work  so  essential 
to  success. 


WHO  IS  OLDROYD? 

His  adventurous  career  is  described  in 
the  new  serial  story  which  will  be  com- 
menced in  the  “ News  ” for  September 
2nd.  It  is  a tale  which  lets  in  some  light 
on  the  methods  by  which  wealth  is 
acquired  nnd  “honours"  are  obtained. 
Don’t  miss  the  opening  instalment. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Accrst  i 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


COMMUNIST  NIGHTMARE  OF  GEORGIA. 

VIVID  IMPRESSIONS  OF  M.  VICTOR  SERVVY, 

the  Secretary  of  the  Belgian  Co-operative  Union,  now  returned  from  a Mission  in  Georgia, 
the  new  republic  south  of  Russia,  the  envoy  of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance. 


C 0-0  PER  ATION 
during  the  war,  and 
above  all  since  the 
revolution,  ex- 
tended enormously 
throughout  the 
whole  of  Russia,  a 
fact  wliioh,  when  it 
became  known, 
rejoiced  and  as- 
tonished the  co- 
operators  in  the 
West.  Russia  was 
going  to  triumph 
over  re-action  and 
the  great  land  pro- 
prietors by  means  of  co-operation.  Such  was 


Victor  Serwy. 


the  cheering  hope  that  the  Russian  revolution 
brought  to  us. 

The  movement  won  over  the  countries  on  the 
extremes  of  the  Russian  republic,  notably  in 
Transcaucasia.  Georgia,  one  of  the  three 
free  and  independent  republics  of  Trans- 
caucasus,  had  followed  the  movement.  In  this 
country,  the  first  co-operative  associations 
go  back  a quarter-of-a-century.  It  was  to- 
wards 1895  that  there  came  into  being,  in  the 
region  of  Khaketi,  a peasants’  co-operative 
for  the  sale  of  wines  and  wheat. 

During  the  war,  co-operative  societies  were 
founded  in  very  great  number.  In  1918,  the 
country  being  given  a national  government, 
there  was  a considerable  push  in  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  there.  The  statistics  for  this 
year  showed  that  there  were  880  societies 
registered  with  654,845  members.  The  popu- 
lation of  Georgia  being  at  this  time  two-and-a- 
half  millions,  there  were  about  two-thirds 
of  the  inhabitants  who  found  themselves 
enrolled  in  the  army  of  co-operation.  In 
1920,  a census  registered  70  per  cent,  of  the 
population  in  these  regions  since  served  by 
co-operation. 

Since,  Georgia  was  invaded  by  the  army  of 
the  Soviets,  she  has  lost  her  political  inde- 
pendence, and  has  become  a Russian  province. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  what  has  become 
tf  the  movement  under  the  new  regime. 
That  was  the  object  of  the  mission  which  was 
entrusted  to  us  by  the  International  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance.  During  four  weeks  I visited 
all  the  co-operative  organisations  in  Tiflis, 
Soviet  or  not,  a dozen  of  co-operative  villages, 
the  regional  co-operative  unions  of  Tiflis, 
Koutais,  Gori,  Gomi,  and  Batoum.  I have 
had  a talk  with  more  than  thirty  adminis- 
tration councils.  I have  taken  part,  during 
four  days,  in  the  annual  meeting  of  the  regional 
union  of  the  capital  of  the  country,  and  I 


have  heard  the  explanation  of  the  situation 
made  by  the  delegates  of  eighteen  co-operative 
regions  of  Georgia.  I have  heard  Communists, 
Social  Democrats,  co-operators,  townspeople, 
workers,  peasants,  priests,  employees,  and  I 
have  felt  everywhere  the  impression  of  a 
country  occupied  by  the  military — and  felt 
myself  back  again  in  Belgium  during  the 
German  occupation. 

There  is  but  one  daily  press,  that  of 
the  Communist  Party.  There  is  no 
assembly  of  co-operators  that  can  be  held 
without  oppression  of  the  Communist 
Party.  There  is  not  an  election  of  a man- 
agement committee  that  can  take  place 
freely.  The  word  liberty  is  a word  that 
has  become  unknown  in  Georgia.  There  is 
one  liberty  only,  and  that  is  the  communist 

The  co-operative  organisation  suffers  enor- 
mously from  this  situation.  Co-operative  life 
has  become  almost  impossible.  There  is  not 
a day  passes  lvhen  they  do  not  throw  into  prison, 
directors,  officials,  or  emp  oyees  of  co-operative 
societies.  There  is  no  more  administration 
possible.  Commercial  operations  are  ex- 
tremely difficult,  for  the  capital  of  the  societies 
is  extremely  reduced  or  is  nil,  because  of  the 
fall  of  the  rouble,  as  well  as  the  Georgian 
rouble.  The  peasants  no  longer  dare  entrust 
their  capital  with  their  societies  for  the  ware- 
housing of  goods,  but  they  remit  the  necessary 
funds  for  purchases  to  be  distributed  imme- 
diately. The  credit  actually  given  to  co- 
operators  by  the  State  amounts  to  78  per 
cent,  per  annum. 

Everyone  asks  me  when  will  the  regime  of 
oppression  and  misery  end  ? Everyone  ques- 
tions me  : “ And  does  Europe  know  ? ” And 
everyone  hopes  in  the  International  Co-opera 
tive  Alliance. 

Since  the  month  of  my  return  to  Europe, 
the  spectacle  of  Georgia  pursues  me  like  a 
nightmare,  and  I ask  myself  : ‘ How  and 
when  will  it  finish  ? ” 

I have  confidence.  The  former  president 
of  the  Bolshevist  Government  of  Georgia, 
now  the  People’s  Commissary  of  Agriculture, 
has  he  not  stated  in  a secret  report  to  the 
Congress  Party  at  Moscow,  “ that  the  Georgian 
people  have  acquit ed,  during  these  last  few 
years,  in  a very  high  degree,  experience  and 
political  maturity  ? ” 

I have  confidence,  for  I have  acquired  the 
conviction,  from  all  that  I have  seen,  that  the 
peasants  of  Georgia  are  absolutely  conscious 
of  the  methods  and  the  spirit  of  Co-operation. 
The  people  of  Georgia  awaits  its  happiness 
I at  its  own  hands. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE? 


OUR  PRISON  SYSTEM. 

REVIEWED  By  JANET  CASE. 


STUDENTS’  SELF-HELP. 

A UNIQUE  CO-OPERATIVE. 

A co-operative  institution  of  a unique 
character  is  the  Akademische  Heimgemein- 
schaft  at  Zurich,  Switzerland.  It  is  a co- 
operative society  of  students,  and  has  for 
object  the  procuring  for  poor  students,  without 
distinction  of  nationality  or  religion,  good 
lodgings  at  a low  price,  then  a home,  and, 
finally,  articles  needed  by  students  at  the 
lowest  possible  price.  Beyond  that,  it  per- 
forms an  act  of  charity  or,  rather,  an  act  of 
solidarity,  by  reducing,  or  even  completely 
dispensing  with,  the  expenses  of  the  members 
who  cannot  afford  more. 

The  little  group  came  into  existence  about 
two  years  ago  ; and  the  secret  of  their  success 
was  that  they  began  by  doing  everything  for 
themselves,  cooking  and  housekeeping.  A 
good  friend  they  have  in  Dr.  Keller,  who  has 
endeavoured  to  interest  the  university  author- 
ities in  the  enterprise.  First  they  got  one 
servant,  then  two,  then  three,  to  help  in  the 
housework. 

To-day  there  are  nearly  a hundred  students 
in  this  flourishing  society,  who,  for  75  francs  a 
month— and  living  in  Zurich  is  dearer  than 
in  Geneva,  which  is  very  dear— they  are  able 
to  provide  themselves  with  two  excellent  meals 
a day,  and  a workroom;  and  seventeen  of 
their  members  are  wholly  or  partially  helped. 


The  “ Istvestia,”  the  organ  of  the  Com- 
munists, Mosqotf,  recommends. the  foster- 
ing of  the  co-operative  movement  to 
paralyse  the  influence  of  private  capital. 


AMERICAN  CO-OPERATIVE  ACTORS. 

Weary  of  working  for  those  whose  only 
interest  in  the  theatre  is  to  squeeze  all  the 
money  out  of  it  possible,  forty  prominent 
actors  and  actresses  belonging  to  the  Equity 
Association — the  actors’  union — have  suc- 
ceeded in  raising  93,000  dollars  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a co-operative  theatre,  in  which 
art.  and  not  greed  for  profits,  will  be  the 
purpose.  The  actor  oo-operntors  have 
leased  the  Forty-eighth  Street  Theatre  in 
New  York  City,  and  announce  five  leading 
productions  for  the  coming  season.  The 
proceeds  from  this  new  enterprise  are  to  he 
divided  on  a strictly  co-operative  basis,  one- 
tlurd  going  to  the  working  actors  and  the 
other  two-thirds  to  be  devoted  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  similar  co-operative  enterprises 
in  other  cities. 


IN  THE  SWISS  PARLIAMENT. 

M.  Fr.  Rusca,  a member  of  the  Super- 
visory Council  of  the  Swiss  Co-operative 
U£uon  has  just  been  elected  to  the  National 
Chamber.  Apart  from  the  numerous  c-o- 
operntors  who  are  members  of  this  national 
nssembly,  four  deputies  hold  positions  of  the 
first  rank  in  the  Swiss  Co-operative  Union 
Jhe  critics  who  scent  a political  role  are 
answered  by  the  fact  tlmt  of  these  four 
leaders,  three  belong  to  different  political 
parties. 

A FRENCH  CO-OPERATIVE  WEEK. 

t Tub  French  co-operators  are  having  a 
Co-opera  tive  Week  in  December  for  the 
purpose  of  propaganda  and  recruiting. 
The  first  effort  of  tihe  kind  was  a Co-opera- 
tors’ Day  last  year. 


There,  but  for  the  Grace  of  God,  goes  ” — 
any  one  of  us.  That  conclusion  is  forced  upon 
us  by  the  recently-published.  Report  of  the 
Prison  System  Inquiry  Committee,*  of  which 
Sir  Sydney  Olivier  was  chairman.  Tho'  pub- 
lication of  tho  report  is  an  event  of  great 
moment.  For  the  first  time  every  Tom,  Dick, 
and  Harry  among  us  can  take  the  measure  of 
our  prison  system.  And  is  there  any  room  for 
doubt, that  our  methods  are  faulty,  and  that 
their  outcome  spells  failure  ? Scientists  tell 
us  there  is  iio  “ criminal  type  ” — at  any  rate, 
before  imprisonment.  Tho  prison  population 
comprises  a few  congenitals  and  a consider- 
able number — probably  greater  than  is 
officially  tabled — who  show  signs  of  mental 
weakness.  Tho  rest  are  ordinary  men  and 
women.  But  tho  vast  majority  of  those  who 
are  sent  to  prison  for  an  offence  against  society 
arc  drawn  from  its  poorest  and  least  educated 
classes.  Circumstances,  we  must  infer,  make 
criminals.  And  society,  that  tolerates  the 
existence  of  such  circumstances,  is  the  first 
offender. 

For  all  offences,  from  the  breaking  of  a 
by-law  that  involves  no  moral  turpitude,  to 
crimes  of- cruelty  and  violence  and  vice,  tho 
same  punishment  is  meted  out  with  no  more 
discrimination,  it  would  seem,  than  is  found 
in  the  confusing  morals  of  the  nursery,  where 
a spill  on  a clean  frock  and  the  tormenting  .of 
a younger  child  are  equally  denounced  as 
“ naughty.” 

The  offender  is  sent  to  prison.  The  length 
of  term  varies,  and  there  are  degrees  of  dis- 
agreeables. And  all  alike  are  subjected  to 
long  hours  of  silence  and  solitude,  and  to  tho 
provocative  hostility  of  the  prison  atmosphere, 
which  is  the  negation  of  all  that  is  best  and 
most  desirable  in  social  life,  to  which  the 
prisoner  is  ultimately  to  be  restored.  And, 
as  a whole,  society  doesn’t  care.  It  does  not 
occur  to  it  to  look  at  the  prison  system  from 
tho  point  of  view  of  the  prisoner.  It  wants 
theso  troublesome  people  out  of  its  way,  and 
it  claims  protection  from  tho  State  against 
them.  As  long  as  it  gets  that,  it  takes  no 
further  responsibility,  makes  no  inquiry  into 
the  methods  pursued,  demands  no  change. 

It  lacks  imagination.  Judges  and  justices  do 
not  imagine  the  life  to  which  they  are  sentenc- 
ing offenders,  and  governments  and  Prison 
Commissioners  go  on  in  the  old  rut,  using  the 
same  catch  words  of  retribution,  deterrence, 
and  reformation  ; although,  as  Mr.  Bernard 
Shaw  maintains  in  his  brilliant  preface  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Webb’s  “English  Prisons  under 
Local  Government,”  which  is  the  proper  intro- 
duction to  this  report,  “ retribution  ” (which 
is  in  part  vindictiveness)  and  “ reformation  ” 
cancel  each  other,  and  “ deterrence  ” (which 
is  terrorism)  does  not  effectively  deter.  Our 
system  is  shown  by  the  statistics  of  recidivism 
to  manufacture  criminals,  and  so  stands  con- 
demned. The  penalty  of  imprisonment  is  an 
advance  on  the  broadcast  death  penalty  of  a 
hundred  years  ago,  and  honost  reformers  have 
repeatedly  attempted  improvements  in  its 
incidents  and  administration.  But  penology 
is  a backward  scienco  ! And  wo  are  of  one 
mind  with  the  editors  of  this  report  in  thinking 
that  tho  hope  of  the  future  lies  less  along  the 
lines  of  ameliorations  of  our  present  system 
than  in  a new  departure  altogether. 

Medical  scienco  has  abandoned  the  use  of 
cruelty  and  violence  in  the  treatment  of 
lunatics.  Educational  scienco  is  tentatively 
advocating  greater  freedom  as  opposed  to 
undue  severity  and  restraint  as  the  best  way 
of  getting  initiative  and  self-reliance.  Self- 
control  is  recognised  as  the  desired  end,  and 
discipline  as  an  end  In  itself  is  at  a discount. 

It  is  along  these  lines  that  we  must  look  for  a 
new  departure  in  the  treatment  of  crime.  The 
elimination  of  brutality,  a training  in  the  uso 
of  freedom,  the  strengthening  of  tho  power 
of  choice,  and  some  scope  for  the  exercise  of 
tho  social  virtues  and  affections  might  give 
better  results  than  arc  got  now.  Not  all  would 
bo  amenablo  to  such  educative  influences, 
though  many  more,  it  may  be,  than  one  would 
expect.  Segregation  woujd  still  be  necessary, 
and  progressive  stages  recognised,  but  the 
elements  in  our  present  system  that  do- 
humaniso  would  go.  The  evidence  shows  that 
men  and  women  too  frequently  come  out  of 
prison  enfeebled  in  mind  and  morals  and 
muscle.  Tho  ratio  of  suicides  and  insanity  is 
far  highor  inside  prison  than  without.  Under 
present  conditions  there  is  no  adequate  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  a trade,  or  even  habits  of 
cleanliness  and  deconcy.  The  “ good  pri- 
soner ” makes,  they  say.  a good  soldier,  but 
not  a good  citizen.  How  could  ho  ? Tho 
rigid  discipline  from  without,  the  regulation  of 
every  action  and  every  hour,  impairs  the  power 
of  will  and  ehoice.  The  system  of  “ silence  ” 


and  “separate  confinement”  denio«  . 
prisoner  tho  gratification  and  the  n.ost  f J 
mental  needs  of  human  beings  for  tnrS 
for  intercourse,  for  sympathy.  To  h.  ^ 
from  all  family  ties,  and  forbidden  on  2 * 
punishment  to  raakc-or  rcceive-anv  l ' 
advance  to  or  from  fellow-prisoners  or‘wa„E 
drives  a man  in  upon  himself  until  all  |S 
sentiments  tend  to  atrophy.  He  can  ta? 
pride  in  lus  work.  It  is  aimless  and  0f  ,1 
va.ue.  Tho  educational  and  rehgious 
that  is  afforded  him  appears,  from  the evi,l^ 
to  be  quite  inadequate  and  ineffective  W 

The  uniformity  of  prison  life  makes  it 
urged,  for  economy.  But  that,  as  is  nl, 
ouw  can  be  rated  too  highly.  A sysCi 
deprives  men  and  women  of  their  frw) 
must,  to  be  justified,  be  accompanied  byevf 
possiblo  measure  to  educate  the  victims' 
make  a better  use  of  it  when  they  m hv 
The  burden  of  this  report  is  that  our  ai 
should  be  less  “punishment  ’ than 
habilitation." 

There  are  signs  that  these  newer  ideas , 
astir  in  the  world  at  large,  and  even  in  tl 
authorities.  The  Borstal  system— at.  least 
its  intention — and  the  Preventive  Detenljo 
Camp  are  quoted  as  recognising  this  asp* 
and  the  American  experiments  in  “ eornom 
responsibility  ” among  prisoners  arc  valuilj 
and  suggestive.  At  home  wo  learn  that  Hi] 
mingham  is  leading  the  way  with  a beghmic 
of  scientific  and  psychological  investigation. 

The  transference  of  tho  prisons  from  lb 
local  authorities  to  the  Home  Office  in  IS? 
removed  the  opportunity  for  independet 
inspection  criticism.  Outside  investigation  i 
made  very  difficult.  But  Mr.  Stephen  Hot 
house  and  Mr.  Fenner  Brockway,  who  edit  thi 
report,  have  first-hand  acquaintance,  as  po!i 
tical  prisoners,  with  the  internal  life  of  on 
prisons.  The  invaluable  evidence  collects 
from  all  manner  of  sources,  and  the  carefully 
arranged  tables,  together  with  their  « 
lightened  comments  and  suggestions,  make  thi 
book  a new  departure  in  prison  literature.  Il 
is  the  beginning  of  a more  scientific  method, 
and  will  make  profitable  reading  for  tho  nei 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Prisons  .System, 
But  the  reproach  for  tho  present  system  lies 
really  on  us  all.  Changes,  drastic  changes, 
cry  out  to  be  made,  and  if  we  care  enough,  they 
will  bo  made. 


FROAI  WORKMAN  TO  KNIGH 

A MAN  OF  “ PUSH  AND  GO." 

William  Oldroyd  was  a working-nil 
but  he  became  a master,  and  by  rath 
unscrupulous  methods  he  acquired  ivealt 
became  a newspaper  proprietor,  fought  li 
way  into  Parliament,  obtained  a knigh 
hood,  married  the  daughter  of  the  lord  i 
the  manor,  and  was  finally  found  out.  Hu 
he  d id  it  is  told  iu  our  new  serial  stor; 
which  will  begin  on  September  2nd. 

Readers  should  make  certain  of  securin 
copies  from  their  stores. 


'■  ps'fc*  Prison*  Today  : Tlie  Report  ol  the  Prison* 
SyB(«n  Inquiry  Ctmmittee,"  edited  by  Stephen 
Hub  bouse,  M.A.,  and  A.  Fenner  Brock  way.  Lonir- 

I*nS'2fcreen’  “n<1  C°“  PaU;rn06*<-  How.  London, 


By  Appointment. 

Delicious  is  not 
the  word  for  it ! 

Ordinary  cream  is  “ delicious. 
But  taste  Nestle’s,  which  is  extn 
ordinary  cream,  and  you  will  agrt 
that  delicious  doesn’t  half  descrili 
its  enticing  smoothness  and  sui 
passing  flavour.  Now  is  the  tiffi 
to  enjoy  it,  with  all  kinds  o 
luscious  fruit,  and  with  dainty  pie 
and  tarts  and  cool  cereals.  En 
tirely  free  from  jireservatives. 

NESTLES 
™“k  CREAM 

Often  11  Whipped  ** — Never  Beaten* 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE'S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.CJ 
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GRANTS  ^education. 

A sot)ND  BASIS  WANTED. 


BY  SYDNEY  R.  ELLIOTT. 


..  nmo  PU1K  Society  (Glasgow)  recently 
“Tits  grant  to  education  from  1J  to  3 per 
aeM  I nrofits.  The  action,  performed  when 
K”1'  Societies  am  economising  on  education, 
"*"v  into  prominence  the  whole  question  of 
2»nal  committee  funds  and  the  method. 

‘'hAoM  he  understood  clearly  that  the 
. Io  0f  mi  economic  organisation  under- 
social  “"d  educational  work  as  laid 
ti,c  Rochdale  plan  is  not.  in  dispute. 

STat.®*"  «W”S  °“r  “"<’n‘icm  tae  “ 

Mirer  or  no  wisdom  and  vision  characterised 
Z aioaecm’  decision  to  place  a fluctuating 
rum  of  money  to  the  credit  of  an  educational 

“oTobjKtives  as  co-operative  educationists 
„ to  teach  people  what  are  co-operative  prim 

i^SCOTTISH  “G.H.Q.” 


The  .'i bo vo  i>'iiotugni.ph,  supplied  by  the 
N.C.W.S..  gives  our  readers  a good  idea  of 
the  new  headquarters  of  the  Co-operative 
tnion  in  Scotland.  The  building  is  situate 
in  King-street,  'JVadeston,  Glasgow.  A 
report  of  tlie  opening  ceremiMiv  was  given 
in  the  “ Co-cperntive  News  ” last  week. 


ciplcs,  to  foster  co-operative  faith,  and  to 
awaken  the  intelligence  necessary  to  a recog- 
nition of  the  real  ethical  and  economic  results 


of  collective  effort ; and  it  is  only  as  we  pro- 
gress towards  these  objectives  that  we  can 
ensure  constancy  to  the  co-operative  ideal 
md  to  the  store  in  times  of  trade  depression 
mil  hopelessness.  Obviously,  then,  the  time 
of  depression  should  be  the  time  of  most 
enthusiastic  and  energetic  educational  work. 
Is  it  just  to  demand  that  extra  effort  with 
depleted  exchequers  ? Certainly  not ! Rather 
can  it  be  claimed  that  more  generous  grants 
to  education  should  be  made  while  slumps  are 
rampant.  Above  all,  it  is  desirable  that 
educational  finances  should  be  definite  and 
stable,  for  on  them  efficiency  largely  depends, 
fit  is  unreasonable  to  expect  committees  to 
look  far  ahead  unless  they  can  be  confident 
that  an  assured  sum  of  money  to  help  them 
earry  out  their  enterprises  is  forthcoming,  and 
Do  comprehensive  scheme  of  co-operative 
fducation  is  possible  without  much  foresight. 
We  should  not  forget,  too,  that  it  is  only  when 
the  conditions  of  success  have  been  provided 
that  wc  can  ask  high  standards  of  attainment 
bom  committeemen. 


What  is  wanted  is  a stated  and  certain  flow 
01  Wcaltli  for  educational  purposes,  which,  as 
bf  as  possible,  should  be  increased  when 
trading  difficulties  are  most  pressing.  Educa- 
tion  is  the  great  lamp  which  guides  our  co- 
rporative ship  over  seas  of  trouble.  Our  cry 
o-day,  therefore,  must  be,  “ Let  there  bo 
oht.  If  societies  do  their  duty  now,  coming 
^rations  of  co-operators,  looking  backward, 
*hl  be  able  to  declare,  “And  there  was  light.’1 


CO-OPERATORS*  SPECIAL 

FUNCTION. 

HKALING  WAR  WOUNDS. 

■ Sbwmann,  receiving  a party  of  British 
C p t01s,  "t  Leipzig,  recently,  said  it 
hefur  I)*eas’iro  to  be  in  Scotland  just 
Conor  t le  "ar  at  the  Glasgow  International 
tv„r  a,|d  it  was  a great  pity  that  the 
Bam  'K  1 ^erman  co-operators  did  not 
f°r  so  many  years. 
h°o,i  ’ hhe  war  was  over,  and  brotlier- 
an<|  the?-  10  t,*le‘r  watchword  once  again, 
th<,  nr,,'  ?'"st  Ml  hi  their  power  to  heal 
8 sPocial"f s "r.th«  Co-operators  had 

!!»  mi„  A”  Pei'Iorn,  in  clearing  up 

the  natiol!n  cSt.a,u*'I16s  existing  between 

ns  °t  the  earth. 


THE  QUESTION  OF  POLITICS. 

DOES  THE  “PARTY”  REPRESENT  THE  “MOVEMENT  ’? 
MR.  GREENING  RETURNS  TO  THE  DISCUSSION. 


Mr.  F.  H.  Mayhew  (Leicester),  bos  asked, 

“ What  is  the  meaning  I wished  to  convey 
by  referring  to  the  Co-operative  Party  as  ‘ so- 
called  ’ ? ” He  adds  the  query  whether  I 
wish  it  to  bo  understood  that  “ these  men  are 
not  co-operators  at  all  and  are  only  seeking  the 
support  of  co-operators  for  some  ulterior 
motives  of  their  own  ? ” 

That  cortainly  was  not  what  I meant  to 
convey.  I do  not  doubt  for  a moment  the 
good  intentions  of  those  who  are  pushing  the 
movement  into  a policy,  I fear  may  result  in 
disaster.  I believe  them  to  be  zealous  en- 
thusiasts who  fancy  they  have  found,  in  party 
politics,  a shorter  cut  to  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  than  the  painstaking  policy 
of  the  early  pioneers. 

What  I meant  to  emphasise  was  the  fact 
of  the  evident  failure  of  the  Co-operative  Party 
in  its  claim  to  represent  co-operative  opinion. 

The  party  now  has,  I believe,  fought  fourteen 
or  fifteen  elections  in  constituencies  of  its  own 
selection.  In  most  of  the  places  co-operative 
members  of  local  societies  formed,  apparently, 
majorities  of  the  electors.  In  only  one  divi- 
sion has  the  candidate,  who  accepted  the  party 
coupon,  been- successful. 

In  this  case  of  Kettering,  the  party  was 
pushing  against  an  open  door.  Kettering  is 
a division  covered  by  industrial  copartnerships 
which  find  advantageous  employment  for 
thousands  of  co-operative  members.  The 
stores,  the  workshops,  and  the  trade  unions  are 
all  united  in  sentiment.  Even  the  local  trades- 
men have  become  unusually  friendly  to  us  by 
reason  of  the  prosperity  which  the  productive 
societies  have  brought  into  tho  district.  No 
party  machinery  was  necessary  to  ensure  the 
representation  of  Kettering  being  sympathetic 
to  co-operation  whatever  be  the  colour  of  tho 
political  member. 

The  previous  representation  was  co-opera- 
tive before  the  party  machine  was  created. 
Tho  predecessor  of  Mr.  Watcrson  was  Sir  Leo 
H.  Chiozza  Money,  and  his  predecessor  was 
Sir  Francis  Channing,  now  Lord  Channing. 
Sir  Leo  has  since  been  run  as  a Co-operative 
candidate  by  the  party  in  conjunction  with  its 
secretary  (Mr.  Perry).  He  (Sir  Leo)  cannot 
therefore  bo  disavowed  as  “ Co-operative.” 
For  Lord  Chauning  I can  vouch.  Quite 
recently  I have  had  a letter  from  him  reitera- 
ting his  “life-long”  sentiments  in  agreement 
with  ours.  He  was  one,' in  fact,  who  brought 
distinction  to  our  movement  not  only  on  his 
own  excellent  account  but  by  hereditary  asso- 
ciation. It  may  not  be  generally  known  to 
co-operators  that  we  had,  in  him,  a near  rela- 
tive of  the  famous  anti-slavery  champion  of 
America,  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Channing  (Boston), 
to  whom  Longfellow  addressed  the  tribute  : — 
The  pages  of  thy  book  I read, 

And  as  I closod  each  on? 

My  heart  responding  over  said 
' Servant  of  God,  well  done  ! ’ 

Well  done ! Thy  words  are  great 
and  bold. 

At  times  they  seem  to  me 
Like  Luther’s  in  the  days  of  old, 

Half  battles  for  tho  free  ! 

In  all  their  other  contests  the  Co-operative 
Party  have  apparently  demonstrated  that  a 
majority  of  co-operators  are  either  Conserva- 
tives, Liberals,  Nationalists,  or  Independents, 


who  cannot  bo  estranged  from  their  own 
parties,  or  else  they  are  Labour  electors  who 
resent  the  co-operative  label.  As  votes  are 
given  under  the  protection  of  the  ballot  wa 
cannot  tell  what  may  be  the  motives  actuating 
individual  voters,  but  in  all  the  elections 
where  the  Co-operative  Party  has  run  candi- 
dates, I seem  to  remember  that  we  had,  in 
advance,  very  loud  and  profuse  assurances  of 
great  successes  to  come. 

If  there  was  any  reality  in  those  confident 
forecasts,  there  is  no  possibility  of  avoiding  the 
conclusion  I havo  suggested,  viz.,  that  the 
Co-operative  Party  does  not  represent  co- 
operators,  or  else  it  offends  them  by  its  in- 
trusion into  Parliamentary  contests. 

Since  tho  Swansea  Congress  vote  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  establishment  of  a political 
party,  thousands  of  co-operative  funds  have 
been  diverted  from  co-operative  objects  to 
political  electioneering.  These  funds  would 
have  easily  sufficed  to  establish  our  Co-opera- 
tive College,  or  they  would  have  greatly  aided 
the  educational  work  of  Holyoake  House. 

Meanwhile  the  political  levy  blocks  the  way 
against  efforts  to  increase  the  general  funds 
of  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  the  Central 
Board  has  to  order  the  sections  and  districts 
to  limit  their  activities  as  regards  attendances 
at  conferences  and  other  co-operative  work. 

The  fact  is  that  political  electioneering  is  a 
form  of  militancy  very  engrossing  and  very 
expensive.  Like  all  kinds  of  fighting,  io 
furnishes  excitement  which  is  attractive  to 
many.  Just  as  nations  are  willing  to  allow 
their  governments  to  devote  the  main  part  of 
national  budgets  to  wars  and  preparations  for 
war,  so  it  appears  that  co-operators  are  willing 
to  allow  their  leaders  to  spend  freely,  on 
fighting,  what  is  begrudged  for  educational  and 
social  developments. 

But  the  loss  of  money  is  the  least  of  the  evils 
wc  have  brought  upon  the  movement  by  party 
warfare.  Into  almost  every  society  it  has 
brought  contention,  dividing  into  political 
partisans  those  who  ought  to  be  united  in 
working  out  tho  social  redemption  of  our 
people.  It  has  diverted  the  attention  of  some 
of  our  ablest  co-operators  at  a time  when  tho 
energies  of  all  are  urgently  needed  to  cope 
with  a commercial  and  industrial  crisis  un- 
exampled in  recent  history.  It  has  brought, 
into  our  speeches  and  writings,  what  strife 
always  brings — a habit  of  vulgar  vituperation 
and  abuse  of  supposed  antagonists.  In  time 
of  war  “ the  enemy  ” is  ever  supposed  to  be 
the  embodiment  of  evil,  and  those  who  favour 
us  as  allies  arc  accepted  as  being  angelic  in 
character  and  motives.  Our  co-operative 
literature  is  approximating  to  a resemblance 
of  such  war  literature  in  its  aspect.  Only, 
with  us,  it  is  a class  and  party  warfare  which  is 
being  preached  for  our  edification.  At  the 
recent  Brighton  Congress  one  of  the  foremost 
of  our  co-operative  leaders,  after  we  had  just 
been  treated  to  some  political  eloquence,  said 
to  me,  “ Why— it  is  all  denunciation — not  a 
word  of  advice  useful  for  progress  and 
guidance.” 

Unless  the  co-operative  movement  can  by 
some  means  be  got  back  into  its  legitimate 
lines  of  action,  as  mapped  out  by  the  pioneers, 
we  seem  likely  to  drift  into  the  chaotic  con- 
dition of  Europe  after  the  great  war  and  the 
much  acclaimed  victory. 

Edward  Owen  Greening. 


AN  AMERICAN  COUNTRY  SCHOOL. 

GRAND  DAUGHTER  OF  OLD  ENGLISH  CO-OPERATOR  IN  CHARGE. 
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The  above  is  a photo  erf  an  American 
Country  School  sent  to  os  by  Mr.  Richard 
Buck  noil,  of  Washington,  Nebraska.  The 
teaelier  is  a grand-daughter  of  Mr.  Buck- 
noil,  who  is  an  enthusiastic  eo-operator, 
and  has  already  secured  several  sub- 
scribers to  the  “ Co-operative  News.”  He 
left  Highbridge  in  1870,  carrying  with  him 
a certificate  of  co-operative  service  signed 
by  Thomas  Burns,  then  treasurer  of  the 
Highbridge  Society.  He  had  been  a mem- 


ber of  the  committee  of  the  society  from 
its  beginning  till  he  left  for  America,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  then  Miss  E.  Widgery, 
had  charge  of  the  cooperative  stores  at 
Bridge-street, ‘Taunton.  The  children  in 
the  above, group  are  a mixture  of  American, 
English,  German,  Danish,  and  Swedish, 
and  tlie  group  is  the  school.  The  teacher 
is  paid  between  90  and  100  dollars  per 
month  of  twenty  days.  Oh,  these  sixty- 
scholars’  classes  I 


CO-OPERATORS  AND 
THEIR  OWN  PRESS. 


FRESH  ENTHUSIASM  TO  BE 
l AROUSED. 


The  Co-operative  Union  News  Service, 
announcing  the  subjects  recommended  for 
discussion  at  sectional  and  district  con- 
ferences during  the  present  Congress  year, 
makes  special  reference  to  the  co-operative 
press,  which  is  one  of  the  subjects  recom- 
mended. The  communique  reads:  — 

“At  the  Brighton  Congress  the  delegates 
present  agreed  that  co-operators  need  a 
daily  paper  of  their  own,  and  instructed  the 
Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
in  conjunction  with  the  National  Co-opera- 
tive Publishing  Society  and  other  national 
co-operative  organisations,  to  devise  ways 
and  means  of  starting  a co-operative  daily 
newspaper  as  soon  as  possible. 

” As  a first  step  the  whole  question  is  to 
be  brought  before  the  notice  of  tlie  whole 
co-operative  movement  at  a number  of 
specially  convened  conferences.  In  decid- 
ing to  take  this  step  the  Co-operative 
Union  has  acted  wisely.  When  all  is  said, 
it  is  the  unofficial  members  of  co-operative 
societies,  the  great  mass  of  co-operators, 
the  four-and-a-half  million  men  and  women 
who  form  the  movement,  who  possess  the 
power  either  to  make  or  mar  a co-opera- 
tive daily  paper. 

‘UTlie  success  of  such  a paper  must 
always  depend  upon  its  circulation.  If  co- 
operators  will  buy  papers  published  by 
capitalists  and  supported  by  advertisers 
who  have  goods  to  sell,  they  will  never 
have  a paper  of  their  own.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  all  co-operators,  growing  wiser, 
would  buy  and  read  the  ‘ Co-operative 
News,’  now  published  weekly,  it  would 
not  be  long  before  the  first  number  of  a 
really  good  co-operative  daily  paper  made 
its  appearance.  In  fact,,  it  is*  the  old  story 
with  which  all  active  co-operators  are 
familiar.  Co-operators  can  have  what 
they  want  as  soon  as  they  really  want  it. 
Time  was  when  co-operators  had  to  depend 
on  private  soap-boilers  for  their  soap,  and 
on  private  druggists  for  their  pills.  Now, 
both  soap  and  pills  (and  ten  thousand 
other  things)  are  manufactured  for  co- 
operators  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  and  supplied  by  co-operative  stores. 
So  in  regard  to  the  day’s  news,  which  is 
far  more  important  than  either  soap  or 
pills. 

‘ When  all  co-operators  wake  up  they 
will  demand  a daily  paper,  published  by 
co-operators  for  co-operators,  and  it  is 
therefore  hoped  that  the  forthcoming  con- 
ferences will  have  the  effect  of  arousing 
many  sleepers.” 


CALENDAR. 


AUGUST. 

Midland  Section. — Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Bridge-street. 
Gainsborough,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : “ Co-operative  Finance  : Past, 
Present,  and  Future."  Paper  by  Mr.  F.  H. 
Brumpton  (president,  Gainsborough  Society). 
Midland  Seotion. — Coventry  and  District  Con- 
ference in  the  Assembly  Hall,  Abbey-street, 


FinanciaUPosition  of  Hie  Co-operative  Move- 
ment in  Relation  to  New  Forms  ol  Ad- 
ministration in  the  Retail  Trade.” 

North-Western  Section.— North-East  Lancashire 
District  Conference,  in  the  Wesleyan  School- 
room, Tmwden,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Congress  paper; 
to  be  introduced  by  Sir.  G.  Major  (Central 
Board). 

North-Western  Convalescent  Homes  Association. 
Half-yearly  meeting  in  tlie  Convalescent 
Home,  Glenroyd,  Wbitegnte  Drive.  Black- 
pool, at  3-30  p.m. 

North-Western  Section.— Dewsbury  District  Con- 
ference at  Middlestown,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  ; “ Co-operation,  Wholesale 

and  Retail."  Speaker,  Mr.  G.  Thorpe,  J.P. 
(President,  C.W.S.). 

, Midland  Section.— Annual  Sectional  Demon- 
stration in  tlie  Circus-street  Izrrge  Hall, 
Park  Row,  Nottingham,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion:  "The  Financial  Position  of 
tlie  Co-operative  Movement  in  Relation  to 
New  Forms  of  Administration  in  Retail 
Trade.”  Reader  of  paper,  Mr.  G.  Riddle 
(Co-operative  Union). 

Women's  Guild.— Snutli-Enstern  Metropolitan 
District  Conference,  at  2-30  p-in..  in  St. 
Mark’s  Hull,  Ed  ward -street,  Deptford.  Sub- 
ject ; “ Married  Women  in  raid  Positions." 
Speaker  : Mrs.  Archer  (sectional  secretary). 

North-Western  Section. — (Macclesfield , Crewe, 
and  District  Conference  in  the  Council 
Cliamber,  Town  Hall,  Market -street-.  Leek, 
under  the  auspices’  of  tlie  leek  and  M.ior- 
) ands  Society,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : “ Hie  Financial  Position  of  the  Co- 
operative Movement  in  Relation  to  New 
Forms  of  Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  G.  Riddle 
(secretary  of  the  Carlisle  Society,  and 
member  of  the  Central  Board). 

Nortli-Weslem  Section. — Cheshire  and  North 
Wales  District  Conference,  under  the  joint 
Auspices  of  the  Buckley  and  Ewloe  Place 
Societies,  in  the  Buckley  Free  Library,  at 
3-15  prompt.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Is 
Co-operation  Fulfilling  its  Mission?"  Paper 
by  Mr.  J.  H.  Beilis  (secretary,  Ewloe  Place 
Co-operative  Society). 

North-Western  Section.— East  Yorksliire  Dis- 
trict- Conference  in  the  Memorial  Hall  on 
the  Central  Premiuefl  of  the  Pickering  Society, 
at  3 p.m.  Speaker,  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co- 
operative Union  Publications  Deportment). 
Subject  : “ Co-operative  Faith  and  Practice.” 

North-Western  Section.— Huddersfield  District 
Conference  in  tbe  Wesleyan  Schoolroom 
(adjoining  tlie  Stores),  Wooldale.  n<i.r  Hud- 
dersfield, at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : ’’The  Financial  I’o*  linn  of  Hie  Co- 
operative Movement  in  Relation  to  new 
Forma  of  Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade.”  Reader  of  Mr.  George  Riddle’s  Con- 
gress Paper.  Mr.  W.  Teale  (Executive). 

Northern  Section. — South  Durham  and  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  District  Conference  in 
the  Weeleyao  Sol  toolroom,  High -street, 
Mareke-bv-tbe-Sea,  at  2 p.m.  Paper  by  Mr. 
G.  A.  IFF. wen  (sooretary,  Stockton  Society). 
Subject : " Co-opsrijUve  Finance.  Present 

and  Future.” 
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Mr.  John  Waight. 


TROWBRIDGE  LOSES 

ITS  MANAGER. 

[RETIREMENT  01'  MR.  J.  WAIGHT. 

The  committee 
of  the  Trowbridge 
Society  have  inti- 
mated to  the  mem- 
bers the  resignation 
of  Mr.  J.  Waight 
(general  manager). 
He  lias  held  the 
position  twenty- 
five  yearn.  Before 
being  appointed 
manager  he  was  for 
many  years  a mem- 
ber of  the  manage- 
ment committee, 
and  president.  Al- 
together his  active  connection  with  the  society 
extends  over  forty-six  years.  The  committee 
state  that  Mr.  Waight"  has  been  a most 
faithful  servant,  and  that  the  society  has  grown 
and  prospered  under  his  management.” 

On  Wednesday  evening  of  last  week  Mr. 
Waight  was  the  recipient  of  two  presentations. 
The  first!  took  the  form  pf  a clock,  from  the 
committee,  and  the  other  (from  the  staff)  con- 
sisted of  a barometer  and  a case  of  pipes. 

The  gifts  were  presented  at  a social  gathering 
field  in  the  grounds  at  the  rear  of  the  society’: 
offices  at  Rodney  House.  After  tea  had  been 
served,  Mr.  W.  Dunning  (the  president  of  the 
society)  stated  that  they  were  met  to  honour 
their  late  general  manager.  Twonty:five  years 
ago  the  number  of  members  was  1.G50  ; to-day 
- it  was  5,080.  The  share  capital  had  increased 
from  £10,312  to  £114,022  to-day,  and  sales 
from  £31,081  to  £152,000.  In  comparing  these 
figures  he  was  taking  them  on  the  basis  of  the 
present  half-year’s  balance  sheet,  as  it  was 
unfair  (o  go  back  twelve  months,  when  prices 
were  very  different  to  what  they  were  to-day, 
Mr.  Dunning  then . handed  the  clock  to  Mr. 
Waight. 

Mr.  J.  Wnreham,  in  presenting  the  barometer 
and  case  of  pipes  to  Mr.  Waight,  on  behalf  of 
the  staff,  spoke  of  the  cordial  relations  which 
had  always  existed  between  them.  He  believed 
every  employee  subscribed,  and  it  was  a 
pleasure. to  ask  because  subscriptions  came  in 
so  spontaneously. 

Mr.  Wuight,  in  accepting  the  gifts,  said  the 
one  aim  of  Mr.  Wareham  (secretary)  and  him- 
self had  been  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
the  society,  and  he  thought  they  could  say 
they  had  done  their  share  and  had  fairly  well 
succeeded.  During  the  time  they  had  worked 
together  they  had  returned  all  the  share  capital 
ever  put  in  the  society  in  the  shape  of  divi- 
dends. 

, Mr.  Dunning  mentioned  that  instead  of 
appointing  a new  general  manager  they  were 
going  to  have  departmental  managers. 


WORKING  FOR  A TRADE 
REVIVAL. 

LONDON  SOCIETY’S  NEW  CAMPAIGN 

APPEAL  TO  MEMBERS. 

[“Co-operative  News”  Special.] 

In  common  with  many  other  societies 
throughout  the  country  the  Loudon  Society 
have  experienced  the  effects  of  the  general 
depression  prevailing.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  this  amalgamation  of  forces  .should  have 
commenced  operations  at  a time  when  con- 
ditions were  adverse  to  successful  trading. 
I lie  society,  with  a membership  of  over 
109,000,  operates  ever  an  area  of  some  200 
square  miles,  and  many  of  the  branches  are 
in  districts  where  there  is  a large  percentage 
of  unemployment  and  of  partially  employed 
men.  The  committee's  report  for  the  quar- 
ter ending  June  3rd  showed  that  the  total 
share  capital  (shares,  loons,  and  dejxwits) 
was  £994,527.  The  total  sales  frr  the  quar- 
ter amounted  to  £075,944,  a decrease  of 
29.37  per  cent,  on  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year.  The  report  pointed  out  that 
the  decreased  trade  was  largely  due  to  the 
lessened  selling  j>riee  of  commodities. 

Storm  Weathered. 

The  society  have  weathered  the  storm  ex- 
ceedingly well.  In  the  past  twelve  months, 
which  have  been  a period  of  serious  depres- 
sion for  co-o(>erntive  societies  and  private 
traders  alike,  the  society  met  out  of  current 
profits  a stock  depreciation  amounting  to 
£100,000.  This  loss  has  been  met  without 
touching  the  reserves  and  without  writing 
up  an  asset.  In  addition,  of  course,  the 
usual  interest  has  been  paid  on  the  share 
capital.  In  face  of  the  unprecedented  diffi- 
culties which  had  had  to'be  faced  this  is  a 
result  which  should  give  an  encouragement 
to  the  committee  and  silence  the  doleful  pre- 
dictions of  the  “dismal  Jimmies”  who  are 
to  be  found  in  every  society. 

This  is  the  time  when  i 
should 


ENFIELD  HIGHWAY  JUBILEE. 

ENTERTAINMENT  AT  WARE. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Enfield  Highway 
Society,  a jubilee  treat  to  members’  children 
resident  in  the  Hartford  and  Ware  districts 
took  place  on  Saturday  at  Ware.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  M'Mullen,  the 
Lower  Park  at  Presdater  Hall  was  granted  for 
the  occasion. 

Unfortunately,  the  weather  broke  down 
after  the  children  had  only  been  half-an-hour 
in  the  field.  An  adjournment  was  made  to  the 
spacious  Drill  Hall,  and  a very  enjoyable  four 
hours  was  spent  there.  A programme  of 
gomes  and  races  was  carried  out,  and  the 
children  received  a substantial  tea,  as  also  a 
bag  of  sweets  each.  A Punch  and  Judy  show 
was  received  with  boisterous  applause  by  the 
youngsters,  and  the  entertainment  was  voted 
a great  success  in  every  way.  Between  the 
children  and  adults  there  was  an  attendance 
of  about  1,000. 

On  September  fltli,  at  Chingford,  an  enter- 
tainment will  be  provided  for  the  members’ 
children  in  Chingford  and  Buckhurst  Hill. 


The  evening  c.asses  arranged  bv  the 
Lmvcrstolt  Society's  educational  comniittee 
"i'l  he  resumed  in  October. 

A committee  has  been  formed  at  Dartford 
with  a view  to  the  formation  of  a sports  club 
for  the  meiiib ms  of  the  local  co-operative 
society.  Mr.  Fred  Yenman,  19,  Priory  Hill, 
Da rtlord,  .is  the  lion,  secretary  jvo.tem. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Riches  h.;,>  resigned  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Hartford  Society,  having  tilled 
the  offices  yf  cuinmittcomau  and  president 
for  over  twenty  years  and  for  a short  period 
previous  to,  Jihal  lie  liad  noted  «,s  itlUli tor. 
He  lias  been  a loyal  and  zealous  worker  in 
the  interests  of  co-operation. 


member 

do  his  and  her  part  to  bring  the 
society  into  a mere  prosperous  condition. 

That  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  Hie 
members’  loyalty  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
last  quarter  the  purchases  averaged  about 
10a.  per  member.  This  amount  could  he 
largely  augmented  if  the  members  tike  their 
whole  custom  to  the  society.  In  most  of 
the  districts  departmental  stores  have  been 
provided  for  completely  catering  for  the 
members'  needs,  and  if  these  wore  properly 
supported  the  balance  sheet  would  have  a 
more  roseate  appearance.  It  is  no  us*? 
grumbling  about  a lack  of  dividend;  the 
remedy  is  in  the  members'  own  bonds.  Give 
the  society  the  trade  and  the  dividend  will 
be  forthcoming. 

Committee’s  Active  Steps. 

The  general  committee,  with  a full  belief 

the  advantages  of  co-operation  anj  a con- 
viction that  the  check  is  but  i temporary 
one,  are  not  content  t-o  sit  still  and  wait  for 
brighter  times  to  appear.  They  are  taking 
active  steps  to  bring  about  a co-operative 
revival.  The  committee  have  decided  to 
take  part  in  the  national  trade  campaign 
which  was  agreed  to  at  the  Brighton  Con- 
gress. The  Joint  Educational  and  Political 
Committee  have  been  interviewed,  and  have 
given  tlieir  unanimous  support  to  the  plans 
placed  before  them.  The  guilds,  which  are 
numerous  and  active  in  the  society’s  area, 
are  to  he  the  basis  of  the  scheme.  .Mem- 
bers of  the  staff  are  joining  the  Iqca.1  area 
comniittee,  so  that  there  will  be  a united 
effort  to  achieve  the  object  in  view.  J'he 
Publicity  Department  has  arranged  fo,r 
special  literature  to  support  the  efforts  of 
the  local  committees. 

With  this  union  of  forces  there  nliould  he 
a co-operative  awakening  in  the  district ; 
new  members  will  be  obtained  and  old  mem- 
bers will  be  indfuced  to  give  increased  sup- 
port to  the  society.  Go-operation  hns  stood 
the  test  of  many  yearn,  and  in  London  it 
will  emerge  triumphantly  from  the  present 
temporary  setback.  Everv  good  wish  will 
be  extended  to  the  London  Society’s  Com- 
mittee in  their  spirited  attempt  to  overcome 
the  inevitable  difficulties  which  have  been 
faced  at  the  outset  of  their  career. 


SOUTHERN  SUMMER 
SCHOOL. 

SECOND  WEEK  AT  EOLKESTONE. 

The  first  week  of  the  Folkestone  Summer 
School  has  passed  very  successfully.  The 
house  has  been  lull,  and  the  students  have 
enjoyed  themselves  both  at  study  and  play. 
Fortunately  the  weather  has  never  been  had 
enough  to  prevent  outings  of  some  kind. 
There  liuve  been  bathing,  boating,  and 
walking  parties,  and  the  ’‘pilgrims,”  as  of 
eld,  went  to  Canterbury.  One  enterprising’ 
party  has  even  crossed  the  Channel,  and 
owing  to  Miss  M’Forlane’s  fiufem-y  in 
French,  had  a delightful  day  in  Boulogne. 

Tile  second  week  promises  to  he  equally 
pleasant.  The  new  hatch  of  students  who 
os-ambled  on  Saturday  were  welcome]  by 
.Miss  Edghill  and  Air.  T.  Ellison  on  behalf 
of  the  education  department.  The  school 
delighted  to  have  Mrs.  Ellison  a.s  a studen 
this  week. 

On  Sunday  a morning  talk  on  “ The 
Spirit  of  Co-operation  ” was  given  by  M 
Elliso'n,  and  in  the  evening  an  address  on 
art  was  given  by  Miss  Jessie  Russel.' 
A.R.D.S.,  an  artist  from  Manchester.  Slu 
spoke  of  the  whole  province  of  art,  in  music, 
poetry,  and  the  plastic  arts,  and  showed  Hint 
art  is  an  expression  of  tlie  soul  or  spirit 
which  every  individual  shows  in  one  form  or 
another,  even  if  not  in  the  form  which  com 
monly  goes  under  the  name  of  art.  .Miss 
Russell  illustrated  her  talk  with  selections 
from  the  artist-poet  Blake,  and  the  Irish 
poet-co-operator!  “ /E.” 

A keen  discussion  followed,  and  Mr 
Morgan,  of  the  Central  Education  Com 
mittee,  who  presided,  thanked  Miss  Itussel. 
for  her  talk,  stating  that  he  felt  such  sub- 
jects should  be  more  often  discussed  bv  co- 
operative students. 

At  the  morning  lectures.  Mr.  Ellison 
dealt  with  the  development  of  industry  in 
the  19th  century,  commencing  with  agricul- 
ture. and  then  reviewing  industrial,  organ- 
i-ation,  the  commercial  system,  the  State  ii 
its  relation  to  industry,  and  the  position  of 
the  worker.  In  the  evening,  Mr.  Ellison  ha- 
taken  a class  on  “The  Future  of. Co-opera- 
tion,  and  Miss  Edghill  in  another  class  ha- 
examined  co-operative  problems. 


VISIT  TO  THE  NEW 

GERMANY. 


ROYAL  ARSENAL 

GUILD. 


TRAVEL 


A tarty  of  fifty-nine  British 
has  just  returned  home  from  ai-Tia  ' 
tour  in  Germany.  The  tour  w-  Wlt4j 
Lv  the  lt.A.C.S.  I,,ter,i"»!h 

operative  Travel  Guild  ( 

leadership  of  Mr.  J.  *’  * 

twiial  secretary  of  the  t 
Co-operative  Society).  The  visit  , 
result  of  an  invitation  made  by  ,M-  \\  ^ 
to  Mr.^ Reeves  at  the- 


T'lpe-u 


•"'I  Arv. 


BRANCH  BAKERY 

GUILDFORD. 


FOR 


OPENING  OUT  AT  HORSHAM. 

The  Guildford  and  District  Societv  has 
opened,  bakery  premises  in  Denne-road 
Horsham,  built  by  the  Guildford  Building 
Guild.  For  about  two-and-a-half  Years  local 
co-operators  have  been  supplied  with  bread 
from  Guildford,  hut  the  opening  of  tiiis 
bakery  inaugurates  a new  era  A ‘tart  has 
been  made  with  one  steam  oven,  driven  by 
an  electric  motor.  A spare  is  reserved 
alongside  fur  the  installation  of  a second 
oven.  The  bakery  is  wcJl-.-oiritruefced  in 
regard  to  cubic  S|>nee,  light,  and  ventilation. 
AY  lute  glazed  tiling  is  used  for  the  walls, 
relieved  with  a single  course  dado  and  frieze 
in  gieen.  The  flour  store  upstairs  has  lime- 
washed  walls,  with  provision  lor  a lift  from 
the  yaid  in  the  rear,  and  supply  to  the  oven 
below’.  Tiie  premises  have  an  extensive 
frontage  in  Denne-road,  and  the  large  space 
in  the  rear  is  being  reserved  for  the  society’s 
motor  garage. 

The  Soutti  Suburban  Society  have  received 
a letter  fropi  the  Shortlands  Valley  Allot- 
ment Club,  congratulating  them  on  the  ex- 
cellence bf  th&  seed  potatoes  supplied. 


HORSHAM  GALA. 

SUCCESS  IN  SPITE  OF  UNSETTLED 
WEATHER. 

Ihe  Guildford  Society  held  a demonstra- 
tion and  sports  at  Horsham,  where  the 
society  lias  n branch,  on  Wednesday,  August 
9th,  but  unfortunately  for  the  complete  suc- 
cess of  the  event  two  severe  thunderstorms 
were  experienced,  and  from  the  second  in  tin 
evening  there  was  only  a belated  recovery 

Tlie  children  assembled  in  the  Bishopric  a. 
1-30.  There  ware  a few  from  villages  close 
to  Horsham,  but  the  great  bulk  cf  the  475 
juveniles  belonged  to  Horsham  town.  The 
start  was  delayed  by  rain,  but  soon  after  two 
o’clock,  headed  by  the  Borough  Silver  Band, 
the  children  marched  direct  to  tl>e  Horsham 
F'cotball  Ground. 

"I  he  sports  included  a boot -blacking  com- 
petition lor  boys  and  a spoon-cleaning  com- 
petition for  girls.  In  both  cases  tiie  outfits 
used  by  the  competitors  were  supplied  by 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  Much 
interest  was  taken  in  the  baby  show. 
Selections  were  rendered  by  the  band  during 
the  afternoon  and  evening.  The  children 
had  a free  tea  at  4-30,  and  over  100  adults 
participated. 

At  a meeting  held  in  the  evening  there 
were  throe  addresses.  Mr.  Hardy,  the 
buyer  and  departmental  manager  of  the 
drapery  department  at  Guildford  spoke  on 
tlie  principles  of  co-operation ; Mr.  Collide, 
member  of  both  the  educational  and  manage- 
ment committees  at  Guildford,  urged  general 
co-operation  and  set  forth  its  advantages- 
and  Mr.  Stevenson  (Christ’s  Hospit-ij 
stationmaster),  a member  of  the  local  educa- 
tion committee,  also  spoke.  Congratulatory 
reference  was  made  to  the  owning  on  the 
previous  day  of  the  new  bakery  in  Denne- 
road,  and  members  were  urged'  to  support 
the  undertaking. 

With  the  exception  of  the  prizes  for  the 
boot-blacking  a lid"  spoon-cleaning  competi- 
tions, which  were  sample  provision  packets 
from  the  C.W.S.,  the  prizes,  of  a useful 
character,  were  provided  by  the  local 
society ; and  the  assistants  at  the  Ea.st- 
street  Stores  gave  those  won  in  connection 
with  the  baby  show. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

It  was  announced  at  the  S waff  Ham  half- 
yearly  meeting  that  an  up-to-date  hygienic 
bakery  was  in  course  of  erection,  and  that 
arrangements  had  been  made  to  hold  a 
free  exhibition  of  C'.W.S.  productions  in 
the  Assembly  Rooms,  Swaffham,  from 
August  23rd  to  2Gth. 

To  aid  the  funds  of  that  \orv  deserving 
institution,  the  Labour  Hospital'  a ling  dav 
is  being  held  on  August  26tli.  Heartv  sup- 
port is  being  accorded  by  members  of  the 
Loudon  co-operative  guilds. 

A branch  of  the  W.E.A.  is  to  be  formed 
in  Bromley.  It  is  intended  to  have  a class 
which  will  be  open  to  members  of  the  South 
Suburban  Society. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  Royal  Arsenal 
Society  members,  at  Woolwich,  presided 
over  by  Mr.  J.  Farrell  (general  committee) 
report*  were  presented  by  tlie  delegates 
who  had  attended  the  Brighton  Congress. 


Congress  at  Basle  last  August, 
pre.ssion  termed  by  the  visitors  \vni  tli°* 
Germany  cf  to-day  was  not  tlie  fin,, 13  “ 
.vestenHv.  that  her  people  had  l|„5' 
tiie  yoke  of  militarism  and  junk,.*;  “r 
were  breathing  the  fresh  air  It 
Arriving  at  Hamburg,  we  iejwire,|‘i 
a correspondent)  to  the  pr-iaii*  j i 
Zentralvetbaiul  Deutsche,-  KoiuumSS 
to  he  received  by  Mr.  Kaulma,,,,  '5 
-Marie  \ ji-k,  librarian  to  the  Lilian 
time  ilerk  in  the  offiee  of  tlie  IiitmS 
Co-operative  Alliance  under  Mr.  l|  [ fri 
acted  as  guide  and  friend,  and  what 
more  important  still,  interpreter.  \\f  . 
shown  over  the  premises  of  tlie  Zuntnli 
band  and  the  magnificent  pr inline  »< ' 
which  are  conducted  by  the  Union  a, 
U0n  person*  are  employed  in  ilK  pri„^ 
works,  where  printing  Ls  done  fur  (te  Ai 
co-operative  movement,  wholesale  and  reuj 
The  following  morning  we  depart*]  J 
Berlin  where  we  were  received  bv  M, 
Sassenbach.  secretary  of  the  Gewerkriiit 
shaus,  the  head  offices  of  the  finnianTrt 
l nion  Congress.  A visit  was  mad,,  t.,  Ik 
Ivaiser’s  Palace,  and  a ohnr.ibaire  trin •! 
various  places  of  interest  arranged 
Leipzig  was  our  next  place  of  ,a||  .. 
shall  we  ever  forget  the  splendid  mw, 
uluch  our  Leipzig  co-operators  received tl 
party?  On  the  Wednesday  afternoon  a!t« 
taking  luncheon  at  the  Volksliaui  |i 
central  premises  of  the  CeiiaX 
l.eipzig,  Play witz.  a magnificent  buildh 
lKirtially  destroyed  during  the  Knapp  re; 
lution,  hut  subsequently  rebuilt  and  still 
course  of  reconstruction,  we  w<  re  (onrird 
in  cars  by  .Mr.  Seltmann  (director)  and  Mr 
Bert hel  (secretary  of  the  Leipzig  Society) t* 
the  \ olktersthlacht  Denknrnl,  an  enomr.i 
monument  erec  ted  in  commemoration  of  lit 
Battle  cf  Leipzig. 

In  Leipzig. 

In  the  evening  w0  were  officially  ireltouf 
to  the  town  of  Leipzig  by  Mr.  f.fiuge, 
although  a Social  Democrat  and  i oupen- 
tor,  occupies  an  equivalent  position  to  i 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  a count v.  He  said  M 
pleased  he  was  that  such  a ‘party  of  Engfei 
co-operators  were  visiting  Gernnny,  fie- 
many  was  out  for  universal  p o, 'aial  lb 
Hand  of  fellowship  was  extend  • ] to  Eiiphil 
who  could  do  so  much  to  save  Europe  if  sb 
was  so  minded. 

On  the  Thursday  we  visited  tlie  reW 
establishments  of  tbs  I^ipzig  Society, 
many  pure  bases  were  made  by  the  ladies  J 
the  party . In  the  evening,  after  visiting ti 
various  productive  works  of  tlie  Lip* 
branch  of  the  German  C.W.S..  we 
entertained  to  dinner  In  welcoming  tk 
party  to  Leipzig,  Mr.  Seltmann  said  nek- 
jieyed  they  had  come  to  Germany  not  for 
holiday,  hut  as  conoperato:  s to  meet  tbs 
on.  the  Continent  who  are  carrying  on  tk 
work  so  splendidly  started  at  Rochdale. 

Mtr.  Joseph  Reeves  replied  on  behalf d 
the  visitors. 

Me  left  Leipzig  on  our  hrnwward  junn«7 
"ith  the  happiest  of  recollections.  Wf*#* 
wcdl  received  wherever  we  visited,  and  w 
the  members  of  the  party  expressed 
desire  to  repeat  the  visit. 


{LEGAL  POINT. 

ROYAL  ARSENAL  SOCIETY  AND  IIs 
PROCESSIONS. 

CASE  DISMISSED. 


For  some  years  the  Royal  Arsenal  ^'ci‘ -a 
have  made  full  use  of  de<-ori'ecl  '-ny 
street  proceevsions  as  a method  of 
These  parades  leave  nlway/;  been  a SIJ’“ 
f"-*Mi-e  at  the  oiiening  of  new  PrK"lV- 
y in  June  the  society  took  pul  111  U\ 
cession  held  under  the  auspices  of  <nf  ' 
h Shopping  M'eek  Coin  in  i -too. 

ic-li  a police  i>ennit  was  grantod.  . 
une  28th  another  precession  of  tbe  »' l#- 
eludes  was  held,  few  which  a j, 

e filsed.  The  sequel  was  the  IshuiuU  “ 

summons  against  the  poeiety,  " ’ 
heard  at  Woolwic-h  Police  Court,  on  1 ' 

• last  week.  The  charge  was  d'  ■ M 
idiug  and  abetting  Alfred  ('r”u‘ 
cause  obstruction'  by  means  of  an  .’id'* 
bient  procession.” 

Ins|»e<tor  Matthews  stated  that 
28th,  forty-seven  decorated 
„ o the  society  proceeded  along  j\tfjC 
streets  to  Plui»stend-.rcnd,  where  m1'  ' 
tion  was  caused. 

Mr.  Brandon,  for  the  so .'  iety,  •" 
that  congestion  was  caused  in  the  r"i 
denied  that  there  was  uhstrin  lin»  .p 
Tbe  case  ib'smisw.1.  . 

decision  was  a jiopular  one  was  un  '*•  |>aSS. 
the  cheers  of  a large  crowd  who  j 

bled  outside  the  court. 
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BRUSSELS  SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

SECOND  AND  FINAL  WEEK  DESCRIBED. 

CO-OPERATION  IN  BELGIUM. 

FROM  A CORRESPONDENT. 


POINTS  FOR  THE 
BOARDROOM. 


BY  "ALPHA." 


The  second  week  of  the  International 
rwonerntivc  Summer  School  lms  proved  ns 
ESS  "»d  » volunble  as  the  Bret- 
lU/?l  saving  n great  deal.  It  lias  been  a 
* k ,1-lnrh  has  provided  new  knc.v- 
SL  established  new  friendships  and 

ISbgtlieiied  0,d  on!y\  Ever-V  da7  lm,s  llil(l 

•Sci.h-iits  that  wi  1 l>e  treasured  as  happy 
memories  There  has  not  been  u dull  or 
JL |esS  minute.  The  wonderful  kindness  of 
L-a„  (x, -operators  and  members  of  Labour 
nfeanisiitions  shown  during  the  first  week 
1 , iHjen  exemplified  again  during  the  past 
week  On  Sunday,  the  students  were  the 
„Ilests  of  I. 'Office  Oooperatif  Beige.  A drive 
tiirough  the  forest  of  Soignie  to  Waterloo  was 
followed  by  a fraternal  dinner  at  Espmette. 

On  Monday,  Ghent  was  visited.  Represen- 
oitives  of  the  local  society  met  the  students 
■it  the  station,  and  the  party  drove  round 
i lie  town  to  various  places  of  interest,  in- 
cluding tlie  cotton  spinning  and  flfix  spinning 
mills  of  the  local  society,  as  well  ns  to  the 
printing  works,  bakery,  and  other  establish- 
iiiDHts  of  the  society.  - The  activities  of  these 
Belgian  societies  are  wonderful. 

Thursday  was  given  up  to  a visit  to  ' 
'Antwerp.  The  premises  of  liie  Wholesale 
•Society  were  visited  in  the  morning,  when 
the  managing  director  (Mr.  Chevremont), 
and  Mr.  Bracke  (manager  of  the  Antwerp 
i Society),  who  was  at  Otlev  Convalescent 
Home  during  the  war,  and  made  the  memo- 
rial tablet  fixed  then?,  acted- us  guides.  After 
lunch,,  which  was  most  kindly  provided  by 
the  Wholesale  Society,  a tour  of  the  harbour 
was  made  in  a launch  kindly  placed  at.  the 
disposal  of  the  party  by  the  P<  rt  Authorities. 
After  this  trip,  which  was  most  enjoyable, 
n visit  was  made  to  the  recently-acquired 
premises  of  the  Antwerp  Society  in  the  main 
• street.  These  premises  included  a very  large 
cafe,  and  a magnificent  theatre-,  besides 
various  meeting-rooms  and  other  adjuncts  of 
a social  centre.  There  is  no  society  in  Great 
Britain  which  has  yet  accomplished' in  this 
direction  what  has  been  done  by  the  5,000 
co-opera  tors  of  Antwerp.  . 


International  Affairs. 

The  lectures  during  the  second  week  have 
been  on  the  co-operative  movement  in  Ger- 
many, in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in. 
Itelgium,  and  in  Georgia.  Mr.  Schroder  (of 
the  German  C.W.S.)  concluded  his  e'.urse  on 
t/ie  German  co-operative  movement'  and 
interested  the  students  very  much  in  his 
account  of  the  development  and  present 
position  of  co-operative  societies  ‘j(u  his 
country.  Professor  Hull  devoted  or.e  lecture 
to  the  co-operative  movement  in  Ireland. 
He  explained  the  various  types  of  societies 
and  their  methods  of  working,  showing  how 
co-operation  liad  saved  the  Irish  peasant 
from  the  “Gombeen”  man,  and  bad  paved 
the  way  for  the  transformation  of  village 
groups  into  co-operative  communities.  His 
second  lecture  during  the  week  was  a-n  ex- 
position of  some  co-operative  problems  and 
ar.  examination  of  solutions  tliat  have  been 
proposed  for  them.  Both  lectures  were  fol- 
lowed by  a keen  discussion. 

Mr  V.  Serwy,  secretary  of  I/Office  Co- 
©peratif  Beige,  and  well  known  to  visitors 
of  British  Congresses  as  a delegate  of  the 
Belgian  co-operative  movement,  gave  two 
lectures.  The  first  was  on  the  Belgian  co- 
operative movement.  It  evoked  a volley  of 
questions  and  a keen  discussion,  particularly 
on  the  relative  merits  of  the  Belgian  anil 
British  methods  of  organisation.-  The 


By  Appointment. 


If  you  want  all  the  Cream 
ask  for  Nestle’s  Milk 

Milk  is  such  an  important  food  that  you 
Should  be  satisfied  only  with  the  best.  And 
to  get  all  the  food  value  of  milk  you  must 
haveali  the  cream.  Therefore  don’t  sacri- 
fice cream  to  save  a penny  or  two.  You 
can  see  the  superior  quality  of  Nestles 
^ben  you  compare  its  rich  thickness  with 
the  thin  consistency  of  imitations,  which 
oaa  be  sold  cheaper  becatise  cream  is  re- 
Wved  and  more  water  is  left  in. 


NESTLES 

MILK 

THE  richest  in  cream 

Nestle’s— always.  It 
serves  you  right  ! ALL  WAYS. 

Nestle  s,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  e.c.3. 


second  lecture  was  on  the  co-operative  move- 
ment in  Georgia.  It  was  specially  interest- 
ing because  Mr.  Serwy  has  recently  visited 
Georgia  on  a mission  for  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance.  His'  lecture  was  most 
illuminating  and  full  of  information  on 
matters  hitherto  imperfectly  understood  in 
other  countries.  The  progress  of  the 
Georgian  co-operative  movement  in  the  fate 
of  tremendous  difficulties  has  been  amazing, 
and  the  students  were  very  much  impressed 
by  what  they  heard. 

Belgian  Conditions. 

Mr.  M.  Buset,  who  is  a tutor  in  the  Bel- 
gian Workers’  Higli  School  (the  head- 
quarters of  the  Summer  School),  deputised 
for  Mr.  II.  de  Man  during  the  second  week 
as  lecturer.  His  first  lecture  was  a most 
interesting  and  informative  description  of 
Belgiau  conditions  and  political  develop- 
ment. His  second  lecture  had  unfortunately 
to  be  abandoned,  ns  lie  was  suffering  from  i 
sore  throat,  but  he  lms  prom  hod  to  write  it 
out  for  the  benefit  of  the  students. 

New  Type  of  Society. 

One  day  in  the  first  week  the 
students  went  to  Liege,  a centre  of  a 
splendid  co-operative  society.  This  society 
is  one  of  the  new  type  that  is  being  created 
in  Belgium,  and  is  known  as  a regional 
society.  It  was  'formed  by  the  nmalgaroar 
tion  of  ninety-three  separate  small  and 
large  societies!  and  now  has  nearly  three 
hundred  shop's, . nineteen  bakeries,  and 
several  kinemas  in  different  parts  of  its 
area.  It  has  a big  warehouse,  a chocolate 
factory,  brewery,  textile  factory,  lint 
factory,  and  printing  works  among  its 
productive  departments,  and  will  next  year 
commence  the  manufacture  of  soap.  Its 
membership  is  65,000,  and  its  annual  trade 
about  100,000,000  frillies.  An  interesting 
feature  of  the  society  is  its  pension  scheme. 
By  the  terms  of  the  scheme  a member  of 
twenty  years’  , standing  reaching  the  age 
of  sixty  (or  it  may  be  fifty-five)  receives  a 
pension  in  proportion  to  purchases. 

Tlie  winding-up  ceremonies  commenced  on 
Friday,  when  tlie  students  invited  Madam 
Bernier  (the  matron  of  the  school)  and 
Madam  Zekia  (her  assistant)  to  meet  them 
in  order  that  tlie  students  might  present 
to  them  in  tangible  form  an  expression  of 
their  appreciation  of  the  kindness  shown  to 
them  during  their  stay.  On  the  students’ 
behalf,  Mrs.  Stein  presented  Madam  Bernier 
with  a brooch  and  Madam  Zekia  with  a hand- 
bag. and  in  doing  so  suitably  voiced  the 
feelings  of  the  students.  Mrs.  Toyn  also 
spoke.  Madam  Bernier  and  Madam  Zekia 
replied  and  said  wliat  pleasure  they  had 
derived  from  the  visit  of  the  students  to  the 
school.  A surprise  presentation  was  also 
.made  to  Professor  Hall  by  the  students. 
Mr.  Toyn  made  the  presentation,  and  Mr. 
Dale,  Air.  Halliday,  Mrs.  M’Ard,  Mrs. 
Stein,  and  Air.  Smailes  also  spoke,  and 
Professor  Hall  feelingly  replied. 

Students  Entertain  Hosts. 

Tlie  final  meeting  of  the  school  was  on 
Friday  night,  when  the  students  entertained 
their  Belgian  hosts  at  a dinner  at  La  Maison 
du  Peuple.  The  success  of  the  Belgian  Co- 
operative Movement  and  L’EcoIe  Ouvriere 
Superieure  was  projwsed  by  Mr.  T.  Webster, 
of  Bryn,  and  seconded  by  Air.  Halliday,  of 
Liverpool.  Air.  Serwy,  of  L' Office  _ Co- 
epern  t-if  Beige,  and  Air.  Octors  of  La  Maison 
du  Peuple,  responded,-  and  spoke  of  tlie 
pleasure  an<l- benefit  derived  from  the  visit 
of  tlie  International  Summer  School.  A happy 
evening  concluded  with  the  singing  of  the 
“ International  ” and  “ Auld  Lang  Syne.” 

Saturday  morning  saw  the  students  pre- 
paring for.- their  return  at  an  early  hour, 
eminently  satisfied  with  their  visit,  and 
carrying  away  the  most  pleasant  recollec- 
tions of  the  school,  informed,  inspired,  and 
encouraged  for  their  work  at  1 home. 


£6,500.  ' 

EMBEZZLEMENT  CHARGE  AT 
DONCASTER. 

Stephen  R.  Kenward  (casbior  in  the 
employment  of  the  Doncaster  Society)  was 
arrested  at  Filey,  on  Friday,  August  lltli, 
and  brought  before  the  Doncaster  magis- 
trates on  the  following  Monday  on  a charge 
of  embezzling  £6,500  belonging  to  tlie  Don- 
caster Society.  Ho  was  remanded  until 
yesterday  (Friday).  He  has  been  with  the 
society  twenty-five  years,  afid  iths  officially 
appointed  cashier  eight  or  hiHbr  years  ago. 
He  is  fifty  years  of  age,  and:i!f 'marriod , but 
has  no  children.  Kenward  ’ s’  'arrest1  followed 
investigations  by.  the, C.W.S.  audit  I depart- 
ment, which  avos  auditing  .tho a Doncaster 
Society’s  books  for  the  firstatimo.’-l 

The  President  of  the  society,  at  liie- mem- 
bers’ meeting!  held  on  Tuesday  of  "last.  Week, 
stated  that  the  death  of  thq,  .auditor  had 
occurred  during  the  last  six  mqtmisj  apd  l he 
committee  had  called  ip  the  ;Ct,  W,fcj| , audit 
department.  Air.  Williani8pnll(jhe!,auditoj) 
had  reported  haying  found  there  were 
matters  in  the  system  adopted*  b#  the  society 
which  might  be  improved,  afUl  nlre&cfy  some 
of  his  recommendations  had  bceu  put  Into 
effect. 


PRESENT-DAY 

WORRIES. 

DIFFICULTIES  NOT 

INSURMOUNTABLE. 

THE  NEW  THREE  Rs. 


I have  been  asked  by  the  editor  to  touch 
upon  some  of  the  problems  which  1 con- 
stantly provoke  serious  thought  in  the 
Board  Room,  and  which  are  the  subject  of 
serious  deliberation  between  directors, 
managers,  mid  secretaries.  A volume  would 
be  required,  but  I can  at  least  set  the  ball 
rolling  in  an  article. 

The  difficulties  confronting  the  move- 
ment at  present  are  great.  The  position  of 
a committee-man  of  a retail  society  is  not 
a bed  of  roses,  and  the  life  of  an  official  is 
not  one  to  be  envied.  The  signing  of  the 
Armistice  filled  us  with  heartfelt  thankful- 
ness that  the  war  was  over,  and  also  with 
great  hope  and  anticipation  that  with  the 
removal  of  Government  control And  re- 
strictions we  should  soon  resume  our 
normal  conditions  of  trading.  Our  expec- 
tations have  not'  materialised,  and  to-day 
we  are  up  against  a combination  of  circum- 
stances the  like  of  which  we  have  never 
before  experienced. 

War’s  Legacy. 

Our  difficulties  have  not  arisen  from  any 
inherent  weakness  in  our  principles  or  in 
olir  method  of  trading.  In  the  main  they 
are  directly  or  indirectly  attributable  to 
the  war.  As  citizens,  and  particularly  as 
co-operators,  we  ought  to  reflect,  before 
sanctioning  war  methods,  that  all  the 
'wealth  destroyed  bv  war  and  its  conse- 
quences will  be  a tliarge  upon  our  labour 
and  an  unwelcome  heritage,  of  debt  for 
generations  yet  to  come.  Most  nations  are 
on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.  International 
finance  is  in  a chaotic  condition,  resulting 
in  violent  fluctuations  of  tlie  rate  of  ex- 
change, making  it  almost  impossible  to 
conduct  foreign  trade  successfully,  hence 
we  have  unemployment  amongst  our  mem- 
bers to  a degree  never  before  experienced. 
Another  factor,  besides  unemployment, 
which  exercises  its  influence  on  one- socie- 
ties is  the  reduced  wages  that  our  members 
receive,  coupled  with  the  high  rates  of 
rent  and  taxation.  Irrespective  of  the 
action  of  the  last  two  items  upon  our 
expense  charges,  they  seriously  a fleet  the 
individual  -purchasing  power  of  our  members. 

The  foregoing  are  the  main  sources  of 
our  troubles,  for  they  all  have  a direct 
bearing  on  our  sales,  the  reduction  of 
which  has  created  almost  all  our  difficulties. 


Our  Present  Trade  Difficulties. 

We  may  classify  our  present  trade  diffi- 
culties under  three  heads:  (1)  Reduced 

sales,  (2)  high  expenses,  and  (3)  surpluses 
(or  profits).  The  first  is  tlie  only  one  I 
wish  to  deal  with  at  the  moment. 

Why  are  our  sales  clown?  The  chief 
reasons  are: — (1)  Reduction  in  values;  (2) 
reduced  purchasing  power  of  members ; (3) 
reduced  dividends  and  higher  expenses;  (4) 
keener  competition  for  trade ; (5)  price  and 
service.  1 

The  reduction  in  values  alone  will  account 
for  over  30  per  cent,  of  the  reduction  in 
sales,  and  will  eventually  assist  us  -in  our 
method  of  paving  dividend  on  purchases. 
Lower  the  purchase  price  and  you  lower 
the  amount  required  for  dividend  purchases. 

Reduced  Purchasing  Power.  "Unemploy- 
ment and  reduced  wages  have  seriously 
curtailed  the  purchasing  power  of  our 
members,  and  many  have  had  to  withdraw 
savings  to  purchase  the  bare  necessities  of 
life.  Reduced  wage  rates  have  further  cur- 
tailed purchasing  power,  and  have  com- 
pelled members  to  purchase  low-priced  com- 
modities and  goods  of  an  inferior  quality. 

Reduced  dividends  are  brought  about  by 
reduced  sales,  higher  expenses,  and  losses 
incurred  by  bringing  stocks  clown  to 
present  market  prices.  We  may  deplore 
it,  but  the  fact  remains  that  dividend  has 
a ’direct  influence  on  our  sales  and  capital. 

Keener  Competition.  We  are  now  big 
enough  to  be  noticed  by  the  multiple  shop 
companies,  and  we  can  take  it  for  granted 
that  we  are  not  going  to  increase  without 
strenuous  opposition  and  competition,  both 
in  regard  to  price  and  service,  from  these 
sources. 

Price  and  Service.  High  dividends,  I 
think,  will  gradually  disappear.  Price 
.from  thp  multiple  firms  makes 
it  ijnpcxs.sjijjle  to  seff.  at. a .figiire  wjij^h  Jpaves 
a mnrgm  sufficient  to  pay  q 3s.,  'Lin  ,f’r  5s. 
dividend  irate  as  fo'Cmerjy. , . ' 

I«  spite  of  all  tliQjse  difficulties!  qur  .fliov^1 
ment  nqis  peen  less  adversely  /iffqfjbqd.  tkah  1 
tlie  priy^te,. trade,  qpd  whilst  we  niupt  not 
minimise  ‘qvL, difficulties  we  can  take  con- 
so.hitmn.'.ff.qffl , tli&^cf,  that  the  captains  of 
. iudVis'try, , ii|  . , lb? . competitive  ,Fprld . have 

been  uiiable  to  counteract  t(ie  conditions 

affecting trade,  .ami— have  eiflier  suffered 

heavy  losses  pr  JptfAtLv.  .reduced  , profits 
We  inlist'  rfbt  belittle  'tlje  competition  of 
tlie ' multiple  shop  companies..  fliey  are 
serious  b'usriness  opponents,  <Uia  hftVjqj  6ome 


decided  trading  advantages  when  compared 
with  the  movement.'  Their  capital  is  fixed; 
ours  chiefly  withdrawable.  They  pay  divi- 
dend on  capital ; we  pay  dividend  on  turn- 
over after  providing  a fair'  rate  of  remu- 
neration for  our  share  capital.  They  have 
almost  unlimited  capital,  ami  by  amalga- 
mations, agreements,  -and  associated  7n- 
terests  control  commodities  frem  tlie  raw 
material  to  the  counter. 

How  to  Meet  the  Difficulties. 

Increased  sales  are  wanted,  and  can  be 
obtained  irrespective  of  the  unemployment, 
reduced  wages,  or  keener  competition. 
There  is  such  an  amount  of  our  members’ 
trade  passing  our  shops  as  would,  if 
secured,  immediately  solve  nearly  all  our 
trading  problems.  We  are  a long  way 
short  of  securing  the  100  per  cent,  pur- 
chasing power  of  our  members — in  fact, 
scarcely  one-half  of  the  possible  purchases 
of  our  members-  pass  through  co-operative 
channels.  An  avenue  rich  with  promise 
for  immediate  results,  lies  in  intensified 
co-operative  purchasing. 

Tho  Three  R’s. 

How  can  we  secure  100'  per  cent,  co- 
operative purchasing  from  our  members? 
Loyalty  will  assist,  but  an  appeal  through 
price,  service,  and  efficient  business 
methods  will  be  more  successful.  The  three 
R's  essential  to  cent,  per  cent,  eo-ppera- 
tion  are : — 

Right  Prices. 

Right.  Service. 

Right  Quality. 

These  three  R's  should  he  reinforced  by 
vigorous  propaganda  and  educational 
effort,  judicious  advertising,  canvassing, 
clothing  clubs,  special  sales’  weeks,  “ all- 
. co-operative  ” weeks,  dividend  sales,  and 
any  other  adaptable  means  of  assisting 
to  increase  trade. 


Talk  Your  Society  Up — Not  Down. 

Price-cutting  is  a doubtful  proposition. 
You  cannot  cut  everything  and  beat  every 
competitor  on  his  own  particular  line  or 
article.  Unity  within  our  own  ranks  is 
desirable;  co-operation  between  the  various 
committees  and  guilds,  and  less  suspicion 
and  jealousy.  We  want  less  harmful  criti- 
cism. Instead  of  talking  our  society  down, 
talk  it  up.  Greater  confidence  between 
committees  and  members.  All  efforts  of 
all  sections  and  committees  should  be 
directed  towards  increased  sales.  If  the 
strength  of  our  educational  committee  and 
our  men's  and  women's  guilds  could  bo 
concentrated  in  this  particular  direction, 
the  cost  of  tlie  upkeep  of  these  organisa- 
tions would  be  much  easier  justified. 
During  the  past  years  we  have  continued 
to  make  members.  The  work  of  making 
them  co-operators  is  the  special  work  of 
the  guilds  and  educational  committees,  and 
this  must  1)©  prosecuted  with  vigour  and 
enthusiasm.  The  solution  of  almost  all 
our  difficulties  is  increased  sales.  These 
will  qggperse  our  troubles,  and  co-operative 
power,  in  spite  of  present  national  and 
international  conditions,  lies  in  the  pur- 
chases of  onr  members.  The  whole  energy 
of  the  movement — committees,  guilds,  em- 
ployees, and  members— should  lie  mobilised 
to  build  up  trade. 

[We  hope  to  print  ” Points  for  the  Board 
Room  ” in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” 
for  the  third  Saturday  of  every  month 
till  further  notice.  At  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity the  feature  will  be  introduced  at 
shorter  intervals. — Ed.,  “ C.  N.”] 


CONGRESS  DELEGATES’ 
DUTIES. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir, — I have  just  been  reading  a 'dele- 
gate's report  of  Congress.  It  was  written 
for  a comparatively  small  society,  but  por- 
tions of  it  deserve  much  wider  publicity,  and 
I quote  them  here.  Speaking  of  the  card 
.vote  the  writer  says:  “Probably  you  will 
say  that  tbs  more  delegates  sent,  the  more 
knowledge  would  be  gained.  I quite  agree, 
providing  that  the  whole  of  the  delegates 
were  present  at  the  Congress  all  the  time; 
but  that  is  not  so.  For  instance,  where 
several  delegates  are  sent,  they  arrange 
between  themselves -for  some  to  go  one  day 
and  some  another.  To  confirm  this,  when 
the  secretary  called  out  about  fifty  letters 
nddressed  to  different  delegates,  only  about 
two  of  them  were  claimed.  I was  further 
informed  that  practically -the  whoie  of  the 
time  that  Congress  was  sitting  there  were 
delegates  outside  the  hall  smoking  and 
talking.  There  should  be  some  kind  of 
check  whereby  societies  should  he  able  to 
find  out  whether  their  delegates  carried  cut 
their  duties  as  they  blight.  Surely  every 
person  sent  to  Congress  should  carry-  out 
their  duties  in  a . conscientious  ivay,  oorv 
'sidering  that  tlieir  respeptiv6  soeipfies.havo 
tpbeJir  (-lie  expense!” — YouAh,  $c\. 
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Cbe  Co-operatioe  Rems 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  " News  “ should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR.”  Orders,  Inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News”  should  be  addressed  to  “ THE  MANAGER,” 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  UUILUINCS,  22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 
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Special  Nolice  to 

Boot  Manag 


ers 


The  “ WHEATSHEAF  ” BLOTTER 

for  September  was  sent  out  alo.ig  with 
the  August  issue. 

On  the  September  Blotter  is  an 
announcement  of  the  South  African 
Field  Boot. 

It  must  be  clearly  understood  that  while  orders  arc 
invited  from  societies  the  boots  will  not  be  available 
for  distribution  till  September. 

An  Advertisement  in  these  columns  will  appear 
early  in  September . when  supplies  are  available. 
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PACKING  CASES, 
MOULDINGS, 

and  TIMBER 

OF  ALL  DESCRIPTIONS, 

SUPPLIED  BY  THE 

C.W.  S. 

PACKING  mi  Wills, 

VERE  STREET,  SALFORD, 

MANCHESTER. 


Committees  are  invited  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  C.W.  S.  Packing  Case  Works 
for  their  requirements  in  wood  work. 


The  press  this  week  has  been  full  of  panegyrics  of 
the  late  Lord  Northcliffe.  The  chief  point  that  has 
been  made  in  his  favour  by  commentators  has  been  that 
he  raised  the  financial  status  of  the  working  journalist, 
and  no  working  journalists  in  the  country  will  deny  him 
credit  on  that  score.  Knowing  the  complete  disregard 
his  Lordship  almost  continually  showed  for  other  people, 
we  feel  bound  to  say  that  the  consideration  shown  to  his 
employees  was  due  strictly  to  concern  for  the  efficiency 
and  vailing  service  of  those  employed  by  the  great 
enterprises  with  which  he  was  the  head.  “ What  do 
you  get  a week  ? ” he  asked  a reporter.  " £8,”  was 
the  reply.  “Are  you  satisfied  ? ” “ Quite  ! ” “ Then 

you  had  better  go.  We  have  no  room  for  anybody  who 
thinks  he  is  earning  enough.’’  That  is  one  of  the  stories 
told  of  him,  and  it  illustrates  our  point. 

It  is  a matter  which  gives  us  food  for  some  reflection, 
and  his  is  not  an  isolated  case  of  generous  reward  for 
workers. 

Take,  for  example,  the  record  of  Lord  Leverhulme. 
Lord  Northcliffe  could  bv  no  means  be  recorded  as  a 
rival  of  any  co-operative  organisation  ; he  was,  in  many 
cases,  an  opponent  of  ours,  but  he  could  hardly  be 
described  as  a competitor.  Lord  Leverhulme  is 
competitor.  He  produces  and  sells  what  the  movement 
produces  and  sells,  and  it  has  been  demonstrated  fre- 
quently that  his  one  serious  rival  is  the  co-operative 
movement. 

Our  movement  is  the  property  of  all  members  of  the 
public  who  care  to  enter  its  portals,  and  the  bulk  of 
those  who  have  done  so  are  of  the  working  class.  We 
have  complained  time  and  again  of  the  treatment  given 
to  the  workers  by  their  capitalist  employers.  It  has 
been  argued  from  countless  platforms  that  the  workers 
can  employ  themselves  under  better  conditions  than 
they  can  get  from  anybody  else  because  the  workers 
know  the  hardships  of  the  workers,  which  is  in  reality 
only  a paraphrase  of  the  old  saying  that  “ the  kindest 
to  the  poor  are  the  poor." 

Lord  Leverhulme  has  recently  outlined  a policy  which 
is  to  apply  to  his  works  at  Port  Sunlight.  Lord  Lever- 
hulme is  paying  to  his  workers  the  standard  full  trade 
union  rate  of  wages,  with  trade  union  hours.  On  top 
of  that  lie  has  now  proposed  a scheme  which  provides 
for  free  life  insurance.  The  insurance  scheme  touches 
every  employee,  man  or  woman,  from  the  youngest 
labourer  upwards.  To  begin  with,  the  workers  are  to 
be  granted  a policy  for  £100,  and  then  they  are  to  be 
graded  to  degrees  advancing  by  hundreds  from  this 
sum  to  a maximum  of  £ 1,000 . Foremen  are  to  have 
an  initial  insurance  of  £200,  which  will  be  increased  to 
£2,000.  Managers  and  directors  have  a starting  policy 
of  £400,  and  go  to  a maximum  of  £4,000.  Special  pro- 
vision is  made  for  sickness  and  incapacitation. 

It  is  a big  scheme.  Lord  Leverhulme  may  be  a 
philanthropist,  but  we  suspect  that  he  is  simply  a good 
business  man.  He  is  taking  steps  to  secure  that  he  will 
get  the  best  service  possible  from  those  in  the  employ- 
ment of  his  firm.  The  fear  of  leaving  wives  and  chil- 
dren dependent  on  charity  constantly  haunts  thousands 
of  members  of  co-operative  societies.  It  haunts  every 
working  man. 

One  of  the  blemishes  on  the  co-operative  movement, 
we  feel,  is  the  inadequacy  of  provision  for  sickness  or 
incapacitation  of  the  employee,  or  for  the  welfare  of 
dependents  when  the  bread-winner  has  been  called 
hence.  Everybody  knows  that  Lord  Leverhulme,  for 
instance,  makes  his  profits  and  can  do.  as  he  likes  with 
them.  If  the  profits  earned  did  not  go  in  insurance 
schemes  for  the  employees  they  would  go  into  the  pockets 
of  Lord  Leverhulme  and  his  fellow  shareholders  and 
directors  who  have  all  they  need.  Profits  made 
co-operative  enterprises  do  not  go  into  the  pockets 
of  a handful  of  individuals  : they  go  to  the  consumers— 
to  the  mass  of  the  members.  That  makes  a difference, 
because  the  consumer  is  usually  as  poor  as  the  shop 
assistant  who  hands  him  his  goods  ovfcr  fhe  counter, 
or  the  operative  who  produces  his  goods  in  the  factory' ; 
and  the  consumer  questions  why  his  employee  should  be 
better  off  than  himself.  But  the  movement  aspires  to 
be  a model  employer. 

If  we  are  lacking  in  duty  It  is  not  *4ue  to  the  C.I.S. 
The  Collective  Assurance  Scheme  provides  at  least 
something  for  the  purchaser,  and  has  been  fairly  well 
taken  up.  We  want  to  see  a higher  premium  applied 
ind  a larger  amount  paid  at  death.  The  C.I.S.  has  also 
dealt  with  the  insurance  of  the  employee  on  a similar 
basis.  If  a society  pays  a premium  of  id.  in  the  pound 
on  its  wages  bill,  on  the  death  of«an  employee  his  or  her 
next  of  kin  will  receive  20  per  cent,  of  the  year's  wages  ; 
every  additional  penny  of  premium  means  an  extra 
20  per  cent,  of  the  salary  paid  on  the  death  of  the 
employee ; and  if  a society  pays  5d.  in  the  pound  of  a 


premium,  the  wife,  or  other  next  of  kin,  will  • 1 

full  year’s  wages  on  the  death  of  the  bread-win^'*1 1 
Only  very  few  societies  have  adopted  this  Jl' 
in  fact,  some  societies  have  expressed  surprisT*  • I 
suggestion  of  such  a scheme,  although  from  a nrm^  ^ I 
point  of  view  the  adoption  of  such  a scheme  » ^ I 
productive  of  increased  efficiency.  A southern  ^ ^ I 
has  insured  its  staff  for  80  per  cent,  of  the  annual  I 
and  their  example  might  be  followed  by  other  I 
to  advantage.  i0C!e,<s  I 

The  C.I.*S.  itself,  and  the  Wholesale  Societies  o I 
own  the  C.I.S.,  ought  to  give  a lead.  The  exanm]  I 
the  Wholesales  is  always  infectious,  and  such  a sol ? **  I 
filtering  down  to  the  retail  and  productive  soS  I 
would  give  an  added  enthusiasm  to  the  co-ope2  I 
employee.  We  have  still  a long  way  to  go.  ^ ■ 

NOTES  AND  NOTIONS, 

A DEAD  LEADER. 

It  was  given  to  Moses  to  see  but  not  to  enter  the  pjL.  I 
Land.  Arthur  Griffith,  the  late  President  of  Bail  Ej,,^ 
was  permitted  to  conceive,  to  design,  and  almost  lo  v,in'' 
Irish  Free  State  ; but  death  called  him  when  lie  seemed  on  ic  I 
eve  of  the  fruition  of  his  hopes.  How  the  recent  .stnf,  ' .1  j 
sabotage  in  Ireland  must  have  tortured  him  ! I[js  *7  j 
admirers  and  followers  in  the  adherents  of  the  Irish  Frce  Su.,  L 
have  shown  their  reverence.  In  the  rebel  forces  there  arc  ||104  f 
who  owed  him,  but  a year  ago,  the  loyalty  due  to  a leader  u ™ 
the  devotion  due  to  a counsellor.  If  these  forces  bowed  don  I 
in  reverence  over  .the  tomb  of  Griffith  and  buried  tlwir  f 
with  Iris  dust,  there  would  be  a great  compensation  in  his  I 
His  policy  was  the  policy  of  peace.  He  sought  to  secure  []» 
recognition  of  Irish  right  to  self-government  by  means  ol  a oral 
moral  appeal.  The  1916  method  was  not  Iris,  and  lie  toys  M |J 
part  in  that  adventure.  It  was  his  writing  which  gave  dir* 
and  inspiration  to  the  new  Irish  political  movement  which  cooll 
only  command  the  support  of  4 per  cent,  of  the  Irish  [*4 
when  the  great  war  broke  out  but  which  eventually  won  the  \ 
Irish  majority.  He  remained  the  director  of  the  counsels  ol  ih 
mass  of  Iris  countrymen.  De  Valera  was  a more  pictures}!*  I 
figure  who,  for  a time,  held  the  stage  ; but  when  ho  jartai  L 
company  with  Griffith,  and  was  left  to  himself,  lie  siiccuraW  I 
to  one  stupidity  after  another  till  now  there  is  none  so  poor  a f 
do  him  reverence.  The  death  of  Griffith  is  something  of » I 
tragedy  to  the  Provisional  Government ; but  that  tragedy-  I 
so  extraordinary  are  the  influcncos  that  move  Irishmen- migit  I 
be  and  may  be  the  means  of  calling  all  Irishmen  to  a grctf  P 
thinking  pause  and  peace  at  last. 


CIVIL  LIST  PENSIONS— AND  OTHERS. 

Whatever  the  Anti-Waste  Group  may  say — if  it  still  exists—  I 
the  Government  may  claim  that  it  exercises  strict  economy  ir 
the  distribution  of  its  Civil  List  Pensions.  Many  will  say,  a&l 
with  some  reason,  that  our  word  should  not  be  “ economy,"  kt 
parsimony.”  During  the  year  which  ended  in  March  fifteen 
such  pensions  have  been  granted.  The  list,  just  published, 
includes  four  men  who  have  rendered  signal  service  to  iitoiatan 
and  science ; ten  widows  whose  husbands  had  given  service  lo 
the  national  culture  in  science,  art,  literature,  and  the  dranu;  | 
and  five  unmarried  ladies  whose  father  was  a noted  geologist 
In  all  cases  the  pensions  are  granted  in  recognitioa  I 
of  the  sendees  rendered  and  “ in  consideration  of  the 
circumstances  ” of  the  pensioners.  The  five  unmarried 
ladies  mentioned  are  grouped  together  as  joint  recipieo'J 
of  one  pension  of  £2  8s.  per  week  for  the  lot.  Oned 
the  other  ladies  is  the  widow  of  Sir  Henry  Irving,  sk  | 
gets  £100  per  year.  Considering  all  the  trouble  some  Cabitfl 
Ministers  have  caused  in  their  time,  and  the  handsome  pendor* 
they  arc  entitled  to  receive,  a little  economy  might  bo  praofbw  j 
upon  their  pensions,  so  that  those  who  serve  the  natio  1 by  their 
contributions  to  the  general  knowledge  and  culture  might  lienfSl 
more  freely.  The -same  week- which  brings  the  published  evi- 
dence of  the  Government’s  niggardliness  also  brings  to  light 
the  decision  of  Lord  Strathclyde  to  surrender  his  pension  of  j 
£3,750.  Lord  Strathclyde,  who  when  lie  was  Mr.  Alex.  L*  j 
was  accused  by  the  then  Mr.  Balfour  of  having  uttered  a " frig*l  j 
and  calculated  lie,”  is  a politician,  a lawyer,  and  n SrotsoM' 

" Punch  ” will  have  difficulty  in  explaining  this  serious  lap* 
from  traditional  usage  on  the  part  of  a man  who  possesses  not 
only  one,  hut  a combination  of  all  three  of  these  vices. 

PEACE  SETTLEMENT  STILL  AWAITED. 

Writing  a week  ago,  we  expressed  the  fear  that  the  conference 
of  the  representatives  of  the  Allied  Governments,  then  being 
held  in  London,  would  prove  as  futile  as  other  conferences  bfU 
with  a view  to  finding  a modus  vivendi  for  the  bankrupt  nation* 
of  Europe.  Our  fears  have  proved  warranted.  The  confer*®** 
has  collapsed  and  the  statesmen  have  separated,  and  not  in  d* 
best  tempers.  The  nations  are  6till  in  the  toils  of  reparation 
and  debts,  and  if  the  grip  is  not  relaxed  soon  it  may 
the  breath  out  of  some  nations  whose  continued  life  is  essentw 
to  the  life  of  Europe  and  America.  It  is  an  open  secret  that  tk 
Entente  Cordiale  came  near  to  a serious  rupture  last  week,  a®1 
the  danger  is  not  past.  Britain  is  anxious  to  remain  on  ten®* 
of  the  closest  friendship  with  all  nations,  and  particularly  ^ 
those  with  which  she  shared  a common  sacrifice ; but  ik®®" 
cratic  views  revolt  against  lending  support  to  a policy  in 
she  was  invited  to  join,  and  which  would  only  prolong 
agonies  that  remain  from  the  late  war.  We  protest  vigor*)  c j 
against  the  proposition  made-  during  the  past  week  by  some 
our  contemporaries — that  peace  in  Europe  depends  upon 
nllianeo  between  Britain,  France,  and  Belgium.  As  «e 
urged  frequently,  such  an  alliance  would  of  itself  fertib-'- 
counter-alliance.  The  peace  of  Europe  depend.;  upon  an  alb 1 ^ 
of  all  the  nations  in  the  world.  Britain  has  ceased  t« 
island,  and  even  the  hemispheres  have  been  abolish*'*  L 
proved  inter-dependence  of  the  nations.  T|ic  quest  ion  "1 11 


•t  of  0 


tions  and  debts  lias  made  the  nations  still  move  pa'1  ^ 
another,  and  the  world’s  accounts  must  be  adjusted  a#  3 
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OLD-TIME  HARVEST  CUSTOMS. 


THE  PASSING  OF  THE  “ HALF-TIMER." 


Teom  very  early  periods,  the  ingathering 
, ,i.„  crolis  has  been  a time  of  great  rejoicing, 
a„,i  in  the  old  days  harvesting  was  attended 
by  many  qnaint  ceremonies. 

'in  the  North  of  England  at  one  time  there 
ere  customs  connected  with  both  reaping 
and  harvest  time.  That  was  long  before  the 
days  of  the  reaper,  or  the  self-binder.  When 
the  sickle  was  set  down,  and  the  last  sheaf 
of  com  put  on  end,  the  labourers  were  said 
to  have  got  the  “ kern,”  and  the  fact  was 
announced  amidst  much  rejoicing.  An  image 
ffns  made  and  crowned  with  earn  of  wheat, 
dressed  in  a white  frock,  decked  with  coloured 
ribbands,  and  afterwards  hoisted  on  a pole  to 
be  carried  away  to  the  farmstead  by  the- 
tallest  and  strongest  of  the  reapers.  That 
was  the  “ kern  baby  ” or  “ harvest  queen,” 
and  on  it  being  presented  to  the  farmer  it  was 
his  business  to  provide  a “ kern  snpnor  ” for 


the  reapers. 

A similar  custom  obtained  in  Devonshire, 
where  a handful  of  the  last  corn  to  be  mown 
down  was  taken  ami  twisted  or  tied  together  in- 
to a curious  figure,  and  taken  home  to  the 
farmer.  This  was  the  “ knack,”  and  the  farmer 
hung  it  from  the  kitchen  ceiling, and  kept  it  until 
it  was  replaced  by  another  the  following 
harvest.  When  the  11  knack  ” was  made  the 
reapers  called : — 

A knack ! A knack ! A knot  k ! 

Well  cut,  well  bound,  well  stocked! 


In  Kent,  in  a similar,  maimer  they  used  to 
make  the  " Ivy  .Girl,”  but  it  was  not  brought 
from  the  fields  until  the  last  load,  and  then  it 
was  given  to  the  farmer  in  exchange  for  the 
harvest  supper. 

In  Cheshire,  when  the  last  field  of  corn  was 
cut,  the  reapers  had  what  was  called  a “ Shut- 
ting.” Standing  in  a ring,  the  leader  recited 
the  following  nominy  : — 


Oh  yes;  oh  yes;  oil  yes;  this  is  to  give 
notice, 

That  Mester ’as  gen  tli’  seek  a turn 

An’  sent  th*  owd  hare  into  Mester 

standing  coru. 

Then,  joining  hands,  the  reapers  danced  round, 
and  now  and  again  bending  down,  they  joined 
in  the  utterance  of  an  unearthly,  “ Wow ! 
Wow — w ! Wow ! ” Other  nominies  were 
recited,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony, 
the  farmer  was  expected  to  provide  a liberal 
allowance  of  “ harvest  ” ale.  The  last  sheaf 
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of  corn  was  also  plaited,  and  made  into  a 
threefold  strand,  at  which  the  reapers  threw 
their  sickles,  the  one  who  was  successful  in 
cutting  the  strand  was  said  to  have  “ cut 
the  nack.” 

In  the  North  of  England  we  had  also  the 
“ Mell  Doll  ” or  “ Mell  Sheaf,”  which  was  the 
last  sheaf  to  be  brought  from  the  fields. 
Several  nominies  used  to  be  sung  as  the  “ Mell 
Sheaf  ” was  brought  into  the  farmyard. 
One  was  : — 

We  hev  her ; we  hcv  her : 

A coo  in  a tether' 

At  oor  toon  end. 

A yowe  an’  a lamb, 

A pot  an’  a pan. 

May  we  get  seaf  in 
Wi’  uor  harvest  yam. 

Wi’  a sup  o’  good  ynil. 

An’  sum  ha’pence  ta  spend. 

("  yowe  "—ewe;  *•  yam  "—home;  " yall  ale). 

Another  was : — 

Blest  he  the  day  that  Christ  was  born, 

For  we’ve  gotten  t’  mell  o’  t'  farmer’s  corn. 
It*  bun  well,  an’  better  shorn: 

Mell;  shout,  lads;  mell. 

("  shorn  "—cut;  " bun  "—hound). 

In  Devon  they  used  to  sing  : — 

We  have  plowed  ; we  have  sowed ; 

We  have  reaped  ; we  have  mowed  ; 

We  have  brought  heme  over.v  load. 

Hip:  Hip:  Hip:  Harvest  home. 

After  the  Mell  Sheaf,  Ivy  Girl,  Corn  Baby, 
or  whatever  local  name  was  given  to  the  last 
sheaf,  had  been  handed  over  to  the  farmer, 
there  was  always  dancing  and  sports,  to  be 
followed  by  a supper,  and  merrymaking  until 
a late  hour. 

These  customs  are  now  almost  obsolete, 
and  in  many  respects  are  a distinct  loss. 
Nowadays  a simple  and  united  service  in  the 
village  chapel  or  church  takes  the  place  of 
these  old-time  harvest  songs  and  nominies. 
In  the  towns  and  cities  wc  do  the  same,  and 
thank  the  Giver  of  the  Harvest  with 

Now  the^year  is  crowned. with  blessing: 

As  we  gather  in  the  grain. 

And  our  grateful  thanks  expressing, 
Loud  we  raise  a joyous  strain. 

Proscnt-day  custom  is  but  a continuation 
of  the  old  time  observances,  and  the  smalj 
stack  of  corn  which  occupies  a central  place 
at  every  church  harvest  festival,  is  but  a 
survival  of  the  old-time  Mell  Sheaf. 


On  July  1st,  1922,  which  was  the  post- 
poned date  appointed  under  the  Education 
Act  of  1918,  “ half-time  ” labour  in  the  textile 
trades  ceased  to  exist.  From  July  1st,  no 
boy  or  girl  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  who 
is  not  already  at  work  in  a factory,  would  be 
permitted  to  start  until  attaining  that  age. 

Perhaps  at  some  more  humane  period  of 
the  world’s  history,  the  age  of  fourteen  may 
be  regarded  by  the  legislature  as  an  age  when 
boys  and  girls  shall  yet  be  boys  and  girls, 
entitled  along  with  all  young  things  to  freedom 
from  the  care  of  earning  a living.  However, 
July  1st,  1922,  should  at  least  mark  a memorable 
stage  in  the  century-long  fight  for  the  release, 
of  the  child  from  the  octopus-like  grip  of  a 
heartless  industrialism. 

Reformers  have  declared  that  the  cotton 
trade,  of  Lancashire,  and  the  worsted  and 
woollen  trade  of  Yorkshire,  were  founded  on 
the  blood  and  bone  of  child  slaves.  The 
statement  is  not  exaggerated.  Indeed,  there 
is  a very  substantial  element  of  truth  in  the 
accusation.  It  is  even  more  true  that  for 
gelfcrations  the  cotton  trade  has  resolutely 
and  successfully  resisted  the  freeing  of  the 
children  from  its  service.  The  workers  them- 
selves have  to  shoulder  some  of  the  blame, 
but  at  least  they  can  plead  that  they  were 
themselves  slaves  to  a hardly-escaped  tradi- 
tion, that  it  was  necessary  for  the  stability 
of  the  industry,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
home,  that  little  children  should  work.  This 
tradition  long  survived  the  cruel  days  when  it 
was  truo  that  the  homo  depended  on  the 
children’s  earnings ; moreover,  it  persisted 
long  after  a strong  trade  unionism  could  have 
shown  it  absolutely  false. 

Now  the  Minister  of  Education  has  stepped 
in,  and  his  long-overdue  blow  falls  upon  an 
evil  that  was  nearly  extinct.  The  progress  of 
public  opinion  and  a succession  of  minor 
legislative  and  administrative  interferences 
had  reduced  the  number  of  “half-timers'’  in 
Lancashire  to  about  3,000,  and  probably  some 
of  them  were  in  agriculture,  another  industry 
r which,  like  cotton  and  wool  and  coal,  owes 


some  of  its  prosperity  to  the  exploitation  ot 
mere  infants.  At  least  one  fact  should  never 
be  forgotten.  There  was  a time  when  it  was 
officially  estimated  that  20,000  pauper  chil- 
dren, transported  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
at  an  age  as  tender  as  six  and  seven  years, 
were  bound  apprentices  and  lived  as  virtual 
slaves  under  the  cotton  millowners  of  Lan- 
cashire. Then,  these  children  worked  pro- 
bably never  less  than  twelve  hours  a day, 
and  often  fifteen  and  sixteen  hours  without 
any  sort  of  outsider  supervision,  and  often 
subjected  to  callous  ill-treatment  and  neglect. 

In  centres  like  Bradford,  Halifax,  Hudders- 
field, and  Dewsbury  there  used  to  be  large 
numbers  of  young  children  working  in  worsted 
and  woollen  factories.  However,  for  many 
years  the  numbers  have  been  dwindling,  until 
by  July  1st,  1922,  very  few  “ half-time*  ” 
remained.  During  the  past  year  few  exemp- 
tions from  school  wci  e sougl  t.  Formerly 
” leaving  examinations  ” were  held  quarterly, 
at  which  there  used  to  be  about  1,000  children 
sit,  but  these  fell  to  about  a hundred,  and  tho 
examinations  were  then  held  yearly  instead 
of  quarterly.  This  will  now  be  rendered 
unnecessary  by  the  new  order  of  the  Board  of 
Education.  What  says  Tennyson  ? : — 

The  old  order  ohaugeth,  yielding  place  to 
new. 

And  God  fulfils  Himself  in  many  ways. 


PRESENTATION  TO  MR.  BASTARD. 

Ox  Wednesday  last  week,  Messrs.  Amos 
Maun  and  Air.  C.  A.  W.  Saxton,  acting  on 
behalf  of  past  and  present  members  of  the 
Midland  Sectional 'Board,  presented  to  Mr. 
Bastard,  at  his  home  in  Leicester,  an  arm- 
chair in  token  of  the  respect  Ins  colleagues 
had  for  him  and  the  work  lie  had  done  as 
a member  of  the  board  since  1886. 

Mr.  Bastard,  whose  health  is  such  that 
lie  was  unable  to  leave  home,  completely 
broke  down  when  expressing  his  thanks 
for  the  Consideration  shown  by  his  late 
colleagues. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

T.  M.  (Glasgow). — Yes,  it  should  have 
been  aquamarine.  Sorry ! 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Kane. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

Wojid  lias  just 
reached  me  that  an 
o 1 d co-operative 
friend  (Mr.  W.  G. 
Kane)  and  his  wife 
are  leaving  Ireland 
for  the  United 
States.  I regret 
to  hear  this  nan’s 
for  two  reasons — 
first,  because  Air. 
Kane's  departure 
arises  from  the 
state  of  his  health, 
and,  secondly  be- 
cause it  means  a 
break  in  an  intimate 
friendship.  Air.  Kane  has  been  a member 
the  Irish  Sectional  Board  over  a long 
period  of  years,  and  his  removal  to  America 
means  a lot  to  the  movement  in  Ireland. 
However,  these  things  will  happen,  and  in 
saying  good-bye  to  Air.  Kane  I can  only 
"isli  hun  and  his  family,  in  the  name  of  all 
his  co-operative  friends,  the  best  of  luck  in 
their  new  home. 


The  Public  Authorities  Mutual  Supplies 
Ltd.  has  been  registered  at  Somerset 
• House  for  the . application  of  the  co-opera- 
tlVe  ‘dea  in  the  purchase  of  the  materials 
required  by. public  bodies.  A,mong  the  pro-* 
»oters  of  the  scheme  are  Councillor  W. 
Barefoot  (a  member  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
ooaety)  and  Mr.  R.  M.  Gentry,  who  was 
Wee  associated  with  tihe  \Vest  I/dndon 
Society  before  it  dropped  the  “ west  ” and 
went  eastwards. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Clem  Edwards, 
'LP.,  to  the  secretary  of  the  National 
democratic  Party  is  an  interesting  romance 
and  recalls  the  days  when  he  was  an  accep- 
de  speaker  at  the  Co-operative  Festivals 
at  the  Crystal  Palace,  He  was  an  under- 
&tudy  0f  John  Burns  in  the  great  dock 
t/  i •’  ^10n  Medved  into  a knowledge  of 
‘e  hdv;  went  into  Parliament  as  a Welsh 
- ember,  and  assailed  Mr.  Arthur  Hen- 
erson  iu  ICast  Ham  in  1918.  He  won  on 
th  ,ra'9on^ti°H  ticket,  and  now  awaits 
^ e election  assault  of  Mr.  A.  Barnes  to 
ea\o  Westminster.  Matrimony  should 
°'e  a solace  in  the  defeat  which  co- 


operators  and  Labour  men  are  seeking  for 
him. 

At  the  recent  Civil  Service  examination, 
in  which  15,000  ex-service  men  were  among 
the  competitors,  candidates  were  set  eight 
questions  in  the  general  knowledge  paper. 
One  was:  “Is  it  desirable  to  encourage 

the  small  trader?  Give  reasons  for  your 
opinion,  and  indicate  what  may  be  said 
against  it.’’  I wonder  if  the  examiners 
anticipate  that  the  co-operators  are  likely 
to  have  a share  in  Civil  Service  control  and 
want  to  learn  something  about  distribu- 
tive trade?  “ You  never  can  tell.” 


My  congra'ulations  to  Mr.  Lloyd  George. 
If  he  has  failed  in  his  forlorn  hope  io  make 
Germa  y f ay  h ■ has  : pparently  succeeded 
in  making  publishers  pay — or  promise  to  pay — 
which  is  nearly  tho  same  thing.  He  lias 
followed  the  fashion  in  memoir  writing ; and 
the  publishing  rights  have  been  disposed  of 
for  £90,000,  or  a little  more.  It  is  a liberal 
scale  of  payment.  His  volume  will  sell  at  a 
good  figure  ; and  those  of  us  who  cannot  pay 
the  fashionable  price  for  such  productions 
will  be  able  to  read  his  memoirs  in  one  or  other 


of  the  newspapers  that  have  secured  the  serial 
rights.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

AIiss  Margaret  Llewelyn  Davies  is  the 
subject  of  considerable  space  in  the  “ Alberta 
Labour  News,”  Canada,  which  reprints  Miss 
Catherine  Webb’s  story  of  her  life  work  from 
the  “ Millgate  Monthly.” 

Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  tilt  with  the  Wool- 
wich police  is  interesting.  The  society  appa- 
rently applied  for  a permit  for  a vehicuar 
procession  ; the  permit  was  refused  ; but  the 
society  sent  out  forty-seven  decorated  vehicles. 
Manchester  societies  were  refused  permission 
to  arrange  speeches  at  Platt  Fields  ; they'  held 
their  meeting,  and  the  speeches  were  duly 
delivered.  Nothing  came  of  it.  The  Woolwich 
Society  was  prosecuted,  but  the  case  was  dis- 
missed. ♦ 4 ♦ 

The  late  Lord  Northcliffe,  amongst  his  wide 
sympathies,  was  able  to  give  a little  corner 
to  co-operation.  The  little  community  at 
Falls  River,  on  his  great  pulp  and  paper  estate 
in  Newfoundland,  is  served  by  a co-operative 
store,  which  Lord  Northcliffe  encouraged  from 
the  start,  and  even  placed  the  railway  wagons 
at  service  for  carrying  goods. 

There  arc  many  stories  told  of  the  glorious 
irresponsibility  in  which  Lord  Northcliffe 


HOW  THE  GAME  IS  PLAYED. 


revelled.  I met  one  of  his  ex-employees  this 
week.  Tfie  man  had  given  up  a job  in  Man- 
chester to  take  charge  of  one  of  Lord  North- 
cliffe’s  branch  offices.  He  had  moved  his  wife 
and  family  with  him  to  help  in  house-hunting. 
Four  days  after  he  took  over  his  new  job  he 
had  a telephone  message  to  go  to  the  head 
office,  where  he  was  told  : The  chief  has  given 
orders  to  close  up  some  offices ; yours  is  one, 
and  so  you  are  out  of  a job.  He  was  given  a 
solatium,  but  that  sort  of  thing  causes  what 
wo  usually  call  ’ the  jumps.” 

A bust  of  tho  late  Air.  H.  Al.  Hyndman, 
the  social  reformer,  has  been  placed  in  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery  in  London. 
Usually  distinguished  warriors  monopolise 
the  space  in  public  galleries.  It  is  well  that 
the  claims  of  those  who  have  worked  on  the 
side  of  peace  should  not  be  overlooked. 

AIr.  Holford  Knight,  who  is  contesting 
the  sent  at  Hackney  vacated  by  Air. 
Bottomley,  in  the  Labour  interest*,  is  well 
known  for  his  good  work  on  behalf  ot  (be 
W.E.A.,  and  for  bis  championship  of  tho 
English  Portias  to  be  beard  at  the  Ba*. 

Out  and  About. 


FREE  TRADE  POINT. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY  AND  FABRIC 
GLOVES. 

CONFLICT  WITH  PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Co-operative 
Party’s  executive  a discussion  took  place 
with  regard  to  the  Safeguarding  of  Indus- 
tries Act.  The  question  had  arisen  with 
regard  to  the  attitude  of  the  Co-operative 
Parliamentary  candidates  to  this  important 
aspect  of  the  Free  Trade  v.  Protection 
issue.  In  view  of  the  repeated  declaration 
of  Congress  on  this  matter,  and  the  pro- 
test made  by  the  movement  against  the 
Safeguarding  of  Industries  Act  being  a 
violation  of  Free  Trade,  the  executive  de- 
cided to  call  the  attention  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary 'Committee  to  the  action  of  their  re- 
presentative on  the  Kew  Committee  in 
signing  the  report  which  recommended  the 
imposing  of  a duty  of  38J  per  cent,  on  im- 
ported fabric  gloves.  Tins  recommenda- 
tion has  since  been  given  effect  to  m 1 ar- 
! 1 iament. ' The  executive  of  the  Co-operative 
j Partv  feel  that  the  action  of  the  Parlin- 
I mentary  Committee’s  representative  should 
be  repudiated,  in  view  of  the  stand  for 
I Free  Trade  which  Congress  and  tlui  whole 
movement  have  hitherto  taken. 
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THE  THIRD  CHICKEN. 


A PEAKLAND 
IDYLL. 


By  THOMAS  MOULT. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 


INSURANCE  AGAINST  LOSS  OF  CAPITAL:  APPROVAL  FOR 
MR.  GOODWIN'S  PROPOSALS-WAGES  IN  THE  “ H.I.S." 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Anyone  passing  t lio  little  house  on 
Strawberry  Hill  would  have  thought  the 
daughter  who  lived  there  an  idle  body,  the 
way  she  was  sitting  by  the  window  at  the 
middle  of  morning.  But  that  would  have 
been  a foolish  sort  r.'f  judgment,  for  with 
her  mother  out  of  sight  she  had  done  the 
tidying  up  niGre  quickly,  and  there’s  the 
simple  truth  of  it;  the  Widow  Rainbow 
being  early  afoot  to  weekly  market  across 
the  dale  to  the  small  town  that  lies  over 
yonder  climb  of  hill. 

“ Not  that  my  dear  mother  is  always 
a-grumbling,"  said  Betty  to  herself,  “ but 
grumbling  do  so  hinder."  And  she  settled 
herself  more  comfortably  by  the  open 
lattice,  while  the  diamonded  panes  took  to 
themselves  new  lustres  of  olive  and  emerald 
as  they  swung  to  the  sunlight.  Her  ga/.e 
fell  to  dreaming  there,  the  dream  fixed  so 
steadfastly-  on  a corner  of  the  white-stoned 
window-sill  that  you  would  never  think  it 
was  a dream  or  any  thought  at  all — nothing 
except  a plain  stare  at  a spider’s  web 
a -shake  to  every  wisp  of  summer  wind,  and 
a second  plain  stare  at  the  luckless  flies 
lately  devoured,  whose  skeletons  hung 
>miserably  on  the  coloured  morning. 

Her  rosy  lips  no  more  than  her  eves  told 
you  anything,  but  her  heart  whispered: 
“Betty  Rainbow  from  Strawberry  Cot; 
Ben  Proud  of  "Wiudygates,”  painfully  at 
first,  then  over  and  over.  All  fluttering 
was  little  Betty  at  the  boldness  of  it, 
beneath  her  faded  green  frock  with  the 
faded'blue  apron.  Yet  very  soon,  as  a lark 
after  his  first  uplifting  to  the  grand  sky 
of  morning,  she  was  daring  even  more. 

“ Betty  Rainbow,  Ben  Proud ; Betty, 
Ben.  . . .” 

That  was  it — Betty,  Ben.  The  names 
were  coupled  and  recoupled  ecstatically 
pntil'  a clutch  of  despair  at  her  heart 
stiffened  her  once  more  into  shyest  silence. 
Ben  Proud,  son.  of  Farmer  Proud,  at 
Wiudygates  Farm  — was  he  not  the 
strongest  and  best  favoured  lad  in  all  the 
countryside?  "While  she — well,  she  had  no 
doubt  that  she  was  hut  a mouse  of  a girl, 
as  the  other  girls’  teasing  went,  on  the 
rare  occasions  she  ever  set  foot  in  the 
village. 

So  wee  and  shrinkable  a mouse  she  felt 
that  never  in  all  her  years  had  she  dared 
speak  to  the  splendid  Ben.  And  how  would 
a lad  like  him  wish  to  speak  to  herself? 

Even  if  he  had  cared  to  share  his  talk 
with  her,  what  ohnnce  was  there  of  a meet- 
ing. with  her  mother  so  stand-away  from 
everybody.  The  other  girls  made  great 
gossip  about  Ben  Proud,1  hinting  at  deli- 
cious intimacies  ’twixt  themselves  and 
him  ; and  all  Betty  could  do  was  to  harken, 
and  envy  each  pert  hiissy  in  turn. 

A sudden  to-do  of  noisy  clucking  in  the 
yard  stirred  her  out  of  all  this  wistful 
dreaming,  and  she  looked  up  to  see  what 
might  be  the  sense  of  it.  Seventeen  hens 
and  leggy  chickens  her  mother  kept,  and 
three  cockerels,  one  with  a golden  coat, 
one  with  a black  coat,  and  the  other  with 
a white  coat,  and  yet  at  the  moment 
Betty’s  eyes  could  not  distinguish  between 
those  three  cockerels.  They  were  hope- 
lessly mixed  up,  while  the  others,  ruffle- 
feathered  and  peaked  about  their  eyes, 
matrons  and  maidens  alike  were  talking  in 
great  alarm  at  the  same  instant,  like 
human  ladies  out  of  humour.- 

Then  into  Betty's  sight  came  a catherine- 
wheel  of  flying  feathers  and  male  birds 
busy  with  beak  and  claw  in  a hot  triaiir 
gular  dispute,  and  wihgs  windmilling. 

"Oh,  you  wicked  cockerels!”  -she*  cried. 

• And  she  leapt  out  of  her  seat  and  into  the 
yard,  calling’  “ chuck-ch  nek-chuck,  tuck- 
tuck-tuck.”  in  the  rhythm  familiar  to 
fowl-yards  the  world  over.  The  younger, 
more  innocent  birds  among  the  ladies 
soothed  themselves  on  the  instant,  pleased 
to  think  it  supper-time.  But  the  grown 
birds,  knowing  their  lords  well,  were  fain 
to  be  comforted  and  would  not,  until  the 
golden  cockerel,  pausing  in  the  gory 
combat,  chanced  to  notice  that  Betty  was17 
in  the  blue  pinafore  .which  somehow  had  ' 
long  since  taken  a place  in  his  heart  second 
only  to  his  favourite  wives  nr.d  the  pick 
of  the  barleycorn. 

AVitli  great  dignity  he  censed  from  strife 
and  strutted  forward  down  the  yard  to 
meet  .her,  seeing  . to  " his  golden  coat  the 
while  and  sotting' '. it  to  rights,  as  any 
flurriecl  gentleman  shall  do  er©  approaching 


a lady.  The  gold  on  him  was  muddied,  no 
doubt;  but  gold  is  often  that  way,  and 
credit  was  liis  in  spite  of  it.  For  his 
sudden  pacifism  put  the  other  warriors  to 
confusion,  and  they  had  no  choice  but  an 
undignified  armistice. 

In  such  manner  did  pence  come  again  to 
Strawberry  Cottage  yard.  But  when  Betty 
got  back  to.  the  casement  of  her  secret 
fairyland  she  beheld,  away  down-yard,  a 
chicken  that  had  turned  humorously  woeful 
of  a sudden,  making  little  gasping  yawns 
in  the  sunlight,  as  though  this  new  pence 
was  a vastly  tedious  affair  after  all. 

"Oh,  you  li’l  comic!”  cried  Betty,  clap- 
ping her  hands,  and  she  watched  eagerly 
for  more. 

But  the  fowl  was  clearly  of  another  mind 
about  the  matter.  It  began  to  stagger 
very  sadly,  and  lay  down  in  such  an 
awkward  fashion  that'  she  became  alarmed. 

Straightway,  and  with . much  tender 
comfort  of  words,  Betty  ran  and  gu^iercd 
the  chicken  to  her  arms.  Greatly  vexed 
she  was  as  she  did  so.  because  she  had  not 
the  slightest  notion  how  to  act  with  her 
mother  away.  A grand  thought  came,  and 
she  gave  the  sick  bird  a piece  of  tomato 
from  the  pantry.  Alas,  the  chicken  was 
worse  from  the  dainty,  and  without  much 
ado  her  face  quaintly  wet  with  grief, 
Betty  made  olf  down  the  lane,  bare  of  head, 
and  carrying  the' dying  bird,  to  seek  help 
of  Farmer  Lum’den: 

But  she  had  no  confidence  as  she  went, 
for  although  Master  Lumden  was  their 
nearest  neighbour  his  farm  was  nearly  a 
mile  away,  and  the  relation  between  him- 
self and  Strawberry  Cot  more  distant  still, 
her  mother  never  having  been  the  woman 
for  neighbourly  ways.  But  the  chicken 
settled  the  matter.  Before  a quarter-mile 
had  passed  beneath  her  hurrying  feet  it 
gave  a pathetic  final  cluck  and  a gasp  that 
was  the  end. 

Betty  -turned  herself  to  home  again, 
relieved  to  have,  no  need  of  Master  Lumden, 
yet  weeping  for  the  tiny  new-fledged 
burden  that  an  hour  ago  had  been  a thing 
of  fluttering,  merry  life.  Not  even  the 
cuckoo-clock,  telling  the  mid-day  in  its 
own  chirxupy  manner  as  she  entered  the 
kitchen,  could  hearten  her. 

So  the  Widow  Rainbow  found  her  when 
she  came  at  evening  from  her  marketing. 
Always  very  tart,  she  upbraided  her 
daughter  for  what  she  called  neglect  every 
few  moments  till  the  next  day  at  noon, 
and  then  oarne  a happening  of  the  same 
kind  under  her  own  eyes. 

" Run  thee  quick  to  Varmer  Lumden’s, 
drat  him  !”  the  old  lady  shrilled. 

And  in  a mnnner  exactly  as  on  the  pre- 
vious morning,  bareheaded  and  the  bird  in 
her  arms,  Betty  flew  the  lane.  In  the  same 
manner  also,  and  on  the  exact  spot,  did 
the  second  chicken  gasp  its  final  cluck  and 
expire.  What  is  more,  when  Retty  re- 
turned to  the  (“ottage  the  cuckoo-clock,  not 
to  he  outdone  for  coincidence,  greeted  her 
with  the  hour  of  twelve ! 

The  Widow  Rainbow,  unwilling  to  speak 
of  her  double  calamity  to  indifferent  neigh- 
bours, bided  in  silence,  and  trusted 
ea^nejstly  for  no  further  misfortune.  Farmer 
Lumden  heard  of  it  that  very  evening,  all 
the  same.  He  dispelled  any  notion  of  the 
miraculous  about  it  in  a single  stroke 
when  he  talked  to  Farmer  Proud  of  Windy- 
gates. 

" ’Tie  called  the  gapes,"  said  he,  “ and 
easy  cured,  as  thee  knows  as  well  as  I 
know,  with  a hit  o’  camphor  in  waiter. 
Comes  on- some  kind  of  birds  at  hot  of  day, 
and  then  ’ tis  bad  enough  to  finish  them 
complete.” 

"No  wonder  they  birds  have  died  before 
young  Betty  Rainbow  readied  thee,"  said 
Farmer  Proud. 

‘‘Indeed  so,”  said  Farmer  Lumden, 
"and  yet  seeing  how  strained  our  relations 
he,  it  be  not  for  me  to  walk  up  and  tell 
yon  widder-woman  what  I now  he  Saying 
to  thee.  ’Tis  a very  catching  compliant,  I 
did  hear,  but  for'  all  I be  con  sri  riled  'they 
chicKs  'of 1 Ws  'call  die  off  one  hv-’Ohfe,1  the 
lot'  of1  'b^n.1  '''" 

It’  cjiahced  that'  Ben  Prinid,'  Whitt- 
ling an  ash-stick,  heard  t{iifT  "exchange 
between  his  father  and  Mast<^"°Fiiiliiden 
from  the  other  side  of  the  barrWlqor." ' 

Very  moody  had  Ben'  been  that  wafting. 
For  a lorig  tini’e,' ns  a matter  or'triiflH,  lie 
had  been' wiamjil  in  his  heart  to  get  a sight 
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Health  Insurance  Wages. 

Sir, — I have  read  with  much  surprise  your 
article  under  the  heading  of  " Wages 
Claims,  C.W.S.  Health  Insurance  Section,” 
in  the  issue  of  the  " Co-operative  News  ” 
for  July  22nd,  which  is  unique  in  its  omission 
of  fact  and  distortion  of  figures,  and  1 give 
you  the  following  facts,  with  the  sincere 
hope  that  in  common  fairness  you  will  pub- 
lish same  in  the  next  issue  of  the  " Co- 
operative News.” 

Re  catering  for  clerks  in  industrial  offices. 
In  reply  to  this,  I would  inform  you  that 
the  Guild  of  Insurance  Officials  is  the  only 
craft  union  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word 
for  the  H.I.S.  staff  to  join,  and  a reasonable 
salary  scale  has  been  placed  before  the  man- 
ager, which  lie  declined  to  consider.  This 
scale  was  similar  to  the  one  now  actually 
in  operation  in  the  insurance  department 
(C.I.S.).  which  is  a component  part  of  the 
C.W.S. 

Your  last  paragraph  would  lead  one  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  directors  appear  as  if 
they  have  been  very  generous,  whereas  the 
reverse  is  the  case,  which  is  proved  by  a 
si »i nle  sum.  A ina-n  getting,  say,  32s.  per 
week  before  the  war  now  gets  115  per  cent, 
increase,  equalling  G8s,  Wages  and  bonus 
were  then  merged  into  one,  so  that  three 
reductions  of  5 per  cent,  each  come  off  the 
total  of  68s.,  leaving  58s.,  or  an  incrense 
of  just  over  80  per  cent.,  not  100  per  cent., 
as.  per  your  statement.  Seeing  that  the 
cost  of  living  is  84  per  cent,  above  that  of 
July,  1914,  it  means  that  the  employees  are 
worse  off  than  before  the  war,  the  majority 
of  the  staff  having  lost  the  annual  advances 
which  would  have  been  received  during  the 
war  period,  as  only  twelve  out  of  a staff  of 
eighty  received  merit  advances  recently. 

Another  fact  which  has  been  left  out  of 
consideration  is  that  the  reductions  were 
made  on  account  of  loss  of  trade,  Ac.  The 
H.I.S.  have  lost  no  trade  as  a department. 
In  fact,  the  allowance  for  administration 
purposes  of  this  department  was  ample,  we 
contend,  to  cover  our  suggested  scale;  but 
as  the  allowance  this  year  lias  been  increased 
by  some  thousands  of  pounds,  the  employees 
have  a right  to  say  that  they  ought  not  to 
suffer  the  same  reductions  as  a department 
whose  trade  has  depreciated. 

The  curious  fact  is  that  if  the  scale  was 
granted,  the  increases  would  not  be  borne 
by  the  C.W.S. , nor  would  a single  member 
of  the  society  he  worse  off,  because,  as  I 
have  said  before,  the  administration  allow- 
ance, augmented  as  it  has  recently  been, 
would  cover  everything,  and  more  than  we 
ask. — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  A.  Robinson, 

Organising  Secretary,  Guild  of  Insur- 
ance Officials. 

Insurance  Against  Loss  of  Capital. 

Sir, — I read  with  much  interest  the 
report  cf  the  Conference  of  the  Manchester 
District  Association  at  which  Mr.  T.  Good- 
win, of  the  C.W.S.  Bank,  gave  a valuable 
paper  on  the  " Financial  Policy  of  the 
Movement,”  and  my  particular  interest  was 
with  that  section  of  his  paper  dealing  with 
insurance  against  loss  of  capital.  In.  my 
opinion,  this  phase  of  adding  to  the  stability 
of  societies  is  one  of  the  greatest  importance 
and  is  entitled  to  serious  consideration.  The 
principle  of  insuring  against  the  eventuality 
of  the  loss  of  capital  is  just  ns  sound  as  in- 
stil a nee  to  (lever  loss  by  fire,  fraud,  or  other 
liability,  but  the,-  insurance  experts  I have 


of  a certain  wee  mouse  of  a maid,  as  the 
other  wenches  Milled  her  to  his  face — a 
maid  whose  mother,  a widder-woman,  kept 
over-sharp  eyes  upon,  and  with  whom, 
bold  as  he  wa,s  reckoned,  he  had  never  yet 
dared  to  speak.  He  saw  her*  sometimes  as 
she  passed  his  father’s  farm  on  the  way  to 
the  village,  lookiug  neither  his  way  nor 
the  other  way,  and  her  manner  would  have 
smitten  him  to  silence  had  his  own  bash- 
fulness  not  made  sure  of^it,  Oh,  yes,  he 
was  n shy  Iadovas  Ben,  y^ess  the  girl  was 
one  of  they  village  wenches  he  didn’t  care 
a brassy  pin  about.  . . . 

His  eyes  shone  behind  the  barn-door 
while  Farmer  Lumden  was  giving  that 
explanation  of  the  disaster  to  Widow  Rain- 
bow's chickens. 

And  ere  evening  was  out  there  came  to 
his  heart  a plan  that  boded  good  to  the 
chickens '"tit  ^strawberry  Cot.  Towards 
noon  next  ,chiy  lie  slipped  away  secretly  to 
the  lane  .leading  from,  the  .widow's,  and 
lingered  just  beyond  it,  out*  of  sight  of  her 
windows1.  - ' '■'* 

Never 'Jijid1  Ben  seen  a picture  to  com- 
pare wptli  that  of  the  distressed  maiden 
who  came  -running  down  that  lane  on  mid- 
day witK'fi  trny  gasping  chick  in  her  arms. 
Betty  was  always  very  staid  in  her  ways, 
and  not.  ajt^  all  like  other  maidens,  so  that 
folk  wfiuld  J^u^li  aud  say  she  might  never 
lie  a grownup  girl  until  iier  mother  ordered 
her.  Now  her  cheeks  were  crimson  and 


discussed  this  question  with  pievimislv'  ||,1t 
regarded  it  more  a.s  a freak  insurant  tin! 
a sound  commercial  proposition,  a view  wit? 
which  I altogether  disagree. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  societies  ;,ro  ;n 
general  on  a sound  financial  basis,  the  res«| 
of  geneitous  rates  of  depreciation  wliidi  |,avl 
redeemed  capital  and  created  suhstnntni 
hidden  reserves,  but  we  find  quit,,  1 
number  of  instances  where,  owing  to  thu 
circumstances  of  trade  depression,  the  .w! 
of  stability  Inis  been  somewhat  weakened 
and  the  essentiality  of  liquid  |S  beiarr 
lacking,  in  consequence  tile  visibility  of  ! 
sound  financial  position  is  absent. 

I am  quite  in  agreement  with  Mr.  Good- 
win’s  statement  that  a scheme  such  as  l,a 
mentioned  would  inspire  aonfidcivf,  nud 
prove  a source  of  strength.  A proposal  of 
tliis  character,  which  we  might  read  into  jj 
would  possibly  be  a form  of  collective  insur- 
ance, is  one  cf  practical  utility,  and  is  pre- 
ferable to  the  scheme  of  collective  capital 
acquired  by  a redemption  fund,  inasmuch  as 
this  is  too  remote  to  meet  present-day  jiCe,|s 
and  calls  for  greater  sacrifice  on  the  part  nf 
present  members  than  is  either  just 
equitable,  or  expedient. 

The  present  time  of  industrial  depression 
and  unemployment  is  inopportune  for  m- 
creasing  th?  cost  of  administration  of  our 
societies,  hut  the  "paramount  importance  of 
unchallengeable  stability  is  sufficient 
justification  for  the  adoption  of  such  a 
-SiJienie  as  that  put  forward,  and  ran  h- 
effeeted,  in  my  opinion,  at  a comp.irativclv 
small  jjremium. 

The  loss  of  capital  in  the  < u-operatir» 
movement  has  been  exceedingly  rare,  and 
the  risk  prospectively  is  relatively  small, 
but  the  feeling  of- absolute  Security  which 
individual  societies  would  possess  by  havin' 
the  financial  backing  of  collective  insurance 
of  the  whole  of  tlie  societies,  would  place 
them  in  an  unchallengeable  position  and 
enhance  the  prestige  of  the  whole  of  tb?  co- 
operative movement.  The  assets  of  societi-j 
are  to-day  of  far  greater  value  generally 
than  appear  on  paper,  but  the  retention  of 
their  present  worth  is  dependent  on  con- 
tinued progress  of  membership,  trade,  and 
capital.  If  the  Co-operative  Insurance 
Society  is  not  in  a position  to  propound  such 
a scheme  as  advocated  by  Mr.  G*  * luin.it 
is  a question  that  district  associations  might 
consider  for  the  benefit  of  societies  in  their 
own  particular  areas. — Yours  faithfully, 
M'lr.n  \m  Bose. 

The  Arcade,  Eeclesall-rood,  Sheffield, 
August  8th,  1922. 

Holiday  Homes  Wanted. 

Sir, — I was  greatly  interested  in  reading 
your  article  on  convalescents  and  holiday 
homes  in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” of  July 
22nd.  I would  like  to  see  this  kind  of  cor- 
respondence kept  up  for  a few  weeks,  and 
get  a move  on  with  these  splendid  places 
that  are  run  by  co-operative  members.  I 
for  one  have  been  to  Gilsland  Home,  and 
have  found  a great  benefit  from  it  after  an 
illness;  but  really  many  co-operamrs  ennnot 
afford  to  .pay  the  great  amount  of  train 
fare  and  pay  for  the  recommend  as  well,  aid 
then  still  have  to  wait  a fortnight  before 
gaining  admittance.  I think  another 
home  for  the  northern  societies  would  be 
very  beneficial  indeed,  and  confine  it  to  co- 
operative convalescent  people.  Let  us  get  ;* 
move  on  for  the  ones  that  are  in  ill-health, 
»fce. — Yours.  Ac., 

A Twenty  YrEARS  Co-operative  Member. 


her  breath  was  quick,  and  quicker  still  to 
see  who  stepped  into  her  path.  But  liu 
eyes  were  all  bedewed  with  pleading, 
Ben  proved  a knight  of  chivalry,  indeed 
he  did. 

" ’Tis  the  gapes,”  lie  decided,  lookin' 
critically  at  the  chicken,  and  growing 
only  after  much  thought. 

“ Oh,  dear,  it  sounds  dreadful,"  ,'r‘c" 
Betty,  "and  this  is  the  third!” 

" 'Tis  dreadful  indeed,”  said  Ben,  dm*" 
ing  a bottle  from  liis  pocket ; “ but  I 
save  this  one,  never  thee  fear!” 

" And  will’  you  truly?”  said  Betty 
great  admiration.  , . 

"For  sartin-sure,”  said  Ben;  * ' tic-kli 
job  though*  ’tis,”  and  lie  set  about  it  10 
the  watered  camphor.  . . 

“ What  a pity  ’tis  I did  not  meet  ffl 
thee  before  to-day,”  he  pondered  3^u, 
as  tlie  chicken  began  to  prove  how  m31 
life  and  vigour  may  be  concealed  by  a e 
feathers.  " I could  -have  saved  they  ot-e 
two,  I do  believe.”  . 

H©  sighed  regretfully.  And  she  s'S. 
regretfully.  Oh,  yes,  he  was  a ‘mom 
lad,  was  Ben.  Oh,  yes,  she  was  a ^ 
girl,  was  Betty,  ...  . 

" But  us  can  be  glad  to  hare  me 
last,”  she  said,  brightening.  -jj 

“ Us  can  that,”  said  .Ben.  " And  I 1,1 
save  all  t'otliers.”  ^ 

"So  please  do  come  along  with  me  * 

I . go  tell  my  mother,”  whispered 
shy  again  of*  a sudden,  and  tupiW^ 
face 'to  homeward  td'hide  its  newest 
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COAL  CASE. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


VERDICT  FOR  BRIXHAM  CO-OPERA- 
TIVE SOCIETY. 


HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 

NOWADAYS. 


An  interesting  case  was  heard  before  his 
Honour  Judge  Terrell,  on  the  10th  inst., 
it-heii  the  Brixham  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 
sued  the  Brixham  Fishermen’s  Co-operative 
Society  (Torbay)  Ltd.  for  the  sum  of  £34 
11s.  6d.  Mr.  J.  M.  M 'Galley  appeared  for 
the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Owen  was  the 
solicitor  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Shute,  in  giving  evidence  for 
the  plaintiffs,  stated  that  the  Sicretary  of 
the  defendant  society  gave  orders  for  peal  to 
ho  supplied  to  the  fishing  smack  ‘ Ludlmm 
Castle,”  and  that  his  society  would  be 
responsible  for  payment  Several  consign- 
ments were  placed  on  board  tiie  vessel  and 
paid  for.  In  January,  1921,  fifteen  tons  of 
,.oaI  were  supplied,  and  the  vessel  proceeded 
to  sea,  and  was  wrecked  off  the  coast  of  St. 
Jfalo  and  lost  with  all  hands.  Several  re- 
quests were  made  for  payment,  but  the 
defendants  repudiated  liability  on  the 
ground  that  they  only  acted  as  agents  for 
the  smack  owner,  and  as  he  was  now 
declared  bankrupt  the  plaintiffs  must  rank 
as  ordinary  creditors.  The  plaintiffs  stated 
that  they  never  did  business  with  the  smack 
owner,  who  was  a Frenchman,  hut  with  the 
society,  and  accounts  and  documents  were 
produced  in  court  to  prove  this. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Sounders  gave  evidence  as  to 
■receiving  orders  for  the  coal,  and  also  receiv- 
ing tosh  in  payment,  and  the  whole  of  the 
accounts  weie  made  out  to-  the  defendants 
and  not  to  the  French  smack  owner. 

His  Honour,  in  summing  up,  stated  that 
Mr.  IV.  B.  Locke  (secretary  of  the  Fisher- 
men’s Society)  had  given  the  orders  for.  the 
coal  and  also  accepted  the  accounts  and  had 
from  time  to  time  paid  the  accounts  by 
cheque  drawn  on  his  own  society,  and  the 
verdict  was  given  in  favour  of  the  plaintiffs 
with  costs. 


FAREWELL  VISIT. 

C.I.S.  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  IN 
THE  WEST. 


Mn.  F.  Austen  Williams  (assistant  escre- 
tory  of  the  C.I.S.)  paid  a valedictory  visit 
tu  the  Cardiff  Depot  last  week,  and  took 
advantage  of  the  occasion  to  attend  a con- 
ference of  full-time  agents  in  the  Cardiff 
Division. 

Mr.  Williams  also  visited  the  Bristol 
Depot,  accompanied  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Sykes 
(divisional  manager),  and  there  addressed 
a large  gathering  of  district  managers  and 
agents  of  that  area. 

Mr.  It.  T.  Bam  be  r (the  newly-appointed 
branch  manager)  was  introduced  to  Mr. 
Williams,  aivd  .Mr.  J.  C.  Sykes  presided  at 
the  meeting  which  followed.  Mr.  Williams 
dealt  with  the  progress  of  the  C.I.S.  during 
his  thirty-eight  years’  connection  with  the 
society,  and  incidentally  remarked  that  the 
premium  income  in  the  life  department  for 
the  first  year  of  t lie  society’s  existence  was 
£101.  The  growth  of  the  society  was  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  incidents  in  the  history 
of  the  comparative  movement,  because  last 
year  the  income  lion  life  premium  business 
was  £609,632  and  the  previous  y car  the 
income  from  the  same  source  wag  £465,712, 
a further  proof  that  tiie  society  was  pro- 
gressing iit  a very  rapid  rate.  Mr.  Williams 
<.ealt  with  his  experiences  arid  the  develop- 
ment ot  the  C.I.S.,  and  heartily  welcomed 
•Mr.  Bamber  as  the  new  manager  for  the 
Bristol  district. 

District  managers  W.  Hillman,  J.  J. 
-Milton,  and  W.  H.  Montague  (Bath)  also 
welcomed  -Mr.  Bamber,  and  the  newly-ap- 
|x>inted  chief  official  of  the  district  suitably 
responded. 

GLOUCESTER  BALANCE  SHEET 


The  Gloucester  Society’s  interim  report 
mid  sales  statement  for  the  quarter  ending 
July  1st  gives  the  cash  received  fur  goods 
s°ld  as  £171.501.  including  £285  club  sales, 
a dec-lease  of  £29,529  or  14$  i>er  cent.  This 
late  of  decrease  is  considerably  less  than 
during  the  .March  half-year.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  very  high  figures  of  unemployment 
in  Gloucester  the  society’s  trade  has  kept  up 
v«fy  "'ch.  The  depai tinents  which  first 
showed  a decrease  are  now  doing  better,  and 
in  some.,  cases  ana  able  to  report  an  increase. 
«'tei  carefully  estimating  the  profits  of  the 
'■'nous  glepnrtmehts,  the  committee  recom- 
n‘c,|d  an  interim  dividend  of  Is.  !Kl.  in  die 
Pound  on  members’  purchases  for  the  nast 
Quarter  and  half  that  amount  on  E- 
m embers  purchases. 

During  the  quarter  468  now  members 
nve  joined  the  society  and  519  withdrawn. 
1 'e  membership  is  now  19,700,  and  t’ 
share  capital  £461 .243. 

the  new  grocery  and  butchering  shops  in 
a a~str?8t’  "‘hicli  have  mnv  been  open 
without1  off  ,ave  done  re,"arkahlv  well 
utf  effecting  to- any  material  extent  the 
u'iHe  the  other  branches. 
tlierlGklYC  RttKd{  on  fBe  farms  lm,s  increased, 
155  nio«,nR  105  head  of  cattle  and 

r ■ {here  is  every  reosoiv  to  nntiei- 
v.'lie,,  ',i  letter  result  than  last  year, 

e va'uatioji  is  taken  in  September. 


Cinderford. — The  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Town  Hall,  on  Saturday  night, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  M.  H.  Perkins, 
J.P.  The  statement  of  accounts  for  the 
quarter  showed  that  the  cash  received  for 
goods  sold  amounted  to  £27.433,  an  increase 
of  £51  13s.  10$d.  as  against  last  quarter,  and 
a decrease  of  £426  as  against  the  cor  res  pan  cl- 
ing period  of  last  year.  The  disposable  pro- 
fit's , after  meeting  all  expenses  for  the 
quarter  amounted  to  £713  1 Is.  Hid.,  which 
the  committee  proposed  to  divide  by  paying 
a dividend  of  (id.  in  the  jxiuiid  oil  members’ 
purchases,  and  carrying  a balance  forward  of 
£13  10s.  4d.  Share  capital  ikav  stood  at 
£41,973,  a decrease  of  £6,776  on  the  corre- 
sponding quarter  of  last  year.  During  the 
quarter  the  number  of  members  had 
decreased  from  3,200  to  3,083.  The  Presi- 
dent «poke  at  length  on  the  encouraging  and 
discouraging  features  of  the  balance  sheet, 
and  expressed  the  view  that  the  corner  had 
been  turned,  and  that  a brighter  and  more 
prosperous  time  had  begun. 

Dartford. — The  committee's  report  pre- 
sentee! at  a meeting  of  members  on  Wednes- 
day this  week,  stated  that  the  cash  sales  for 
the  half-year  amounted  to  £99,217,  as 
against  £115,764  in  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year.  The  difference  in  values  is 
considerably  greater  than  the  figures  now 
shown;  fixing  the  returns  on  .he  values 
shown  in  1921  there  would  have  been  an  in- 
crease shown  equal  to  10  per  cent.  A divi- 
dend of  Ik.  in  the  pound  was  recommended 
on  members’  purchases,  and  6d.  on  non- 
members’  purchases.  The  present  member- 
ship was  5,009. 

Reading. — The  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  on -Thursday,  August  10th.  The  report 
stated  that  the  sales  for  the  half-year 
(twenty-five  weeks)  amounted  to  £220,166. 
A dec-rease  was  shown  in  cash  received,  but 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  bulk  of  goods 
supplied.  The-  membership  was  now  15.406. 
Property  had  been  purchased  in  Cayersham 
for  a cake  shop.  New  machinery  and- a new 
travelling  oven  had  been  installed  in  the 
bakery,  and  these  would  be  a great  help  in 
meeting  all  increased  demands-  which  might 
be  made  on  this  department.  The  re  tiling 
members  were  re-elected  to  the  general  and 
educational  committees.  A report  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  was  accepted,  and 
a grant- of  £75  was  made  to  the  Parliamen- 
tary Fund.  The  net  surplus  (£12,369)  was 
divided  by  paying  a dividend  of  Is.  on  mem- 
bers and  6d.  on  non-members’  trade,  £1.300 
for  bonus  to  employees,  and  £259  for  educa- 
tional purposes.  Corporation  Profits  Tax- 
amounted  to  £1,327,  while  £842  was  paid  for 
collective  life  claims  during  the  half-year. 
The  usual  contributions  to  hospitals  and 
others  institutions  were  granted. 

Swaffham. — The  half-yearly  meet’ng  was 
held  on  Friday.  August  4th,  Mr.  F.  Knock 
(chairman)  presiding.  The  report  stated 
that  the  sales  amounted  to  £9,826 -for  the 
half-year.  The  share  capital  stood  at 
£5,992,-  an  increase  of  £873,  and  the 
reserve  fund  at  £653.  After  allowing  5 
per  cent,  on  all  share  capital,  £50  13s.  2d. 
for  collective  life  assurance  scheme,  and  2.J 
per  cent,  of  net  profits  to  educational  fund, 
there  was  a balance  of  £600  13s.  5d.,  which 
the  committee  recommended  should  be 
apportioned  at  Is.  2d.  in  the  pound  on 
members’  purchases.  The  President  read 
a letter  from  the  C.W.S.  auditors  con- 
gratulating the  management  of  the  society 
for  the  very  satisfactory  way  in 'which  they 
had  pulled  through  the  past  two  years, 
which  had  been  a most  trying  time,  and 
credit  was  due  for  the  present  sound  finan- 
cial position  in  which  the  society  was  to-day. 

Warminster. — The  report  submitted  to 
the  quarterly  meeting,  he'd  on  Friday  last, 
week  at  the  Town  Hall,  showed  that  the 
sales  amounted  to  £7,995,  an  average  of 
£615  per  week.  The  membership  stood  at 
870.  The  profit  for  disposal  enabled  the 
committee  to  recommend  an  increase  in  the 
dividend  of  2d.  in  the  pound,  making  it 
Is.  (kl.  The  Cottage  Hospital  was  voted 
£1  Is.  The  auditor’s  report  congratulated 
the  society  on  its  financial  stability  and  its 
continued  suor-ess.  The  investments  were 
£6.936  and  the  share  capital  was  £7,531,  a 
difference  of  only  about  £595,  not.  taking 
into  account  the  reserve  fund  of  £1,038 
Is.  2d.  and  other  funds.  This  alone  indi- 
cated that  the  society  was  in  a highly  satis- 
factory state  of  prosperity.  The  uvo 
retiring  members  of  the  committee — Messrs. 
J.  Rutty  and1  J.  Cookson — were  re-elected. 
There  was  n fair  attendance  of  members  at 
the  meeting,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Poolman 
(president)  occupied  the  chair. 


WATFORD’S  SUCCESS. 


Thf.  Watford  Society  secured  many 
prizes  in  the  Watford  Horse  Show  held  oil 
August  7th.  In  the  trotting  vanners’  ohms 
it  was  awarded  second  prize  in  the  local 
class,  fourth  in  the  open  class,  and  highly 
commended.  In  the  heavy  horses’  class 
the  society  secured  first  in  the  local  class, 
third  in  tile  local  class,  fourth  in  the  open 
class,  and  highly  commended.  Five  horses 
were  entered.  Including  the  two  highly 
oomnieiukil  seven  rosettes  and  five  prizes 
were  secured. 


In  conjunction  with  the  C.W.S.  exhibition 
department,  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  hive 
arranged  an  exhibition  to  ho  held  at  uie 
Camberwell  Baths,  from  November  25th  to 
December  2nd. 


NORTHERN  NOTES  AND  NEWS. 


68,  Blenheim-street, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Commencing  this  Saturday  and  running 
till  August  28th,  there  is  to  be  a big  ex- 
hibition of  C'.W.S.  furniture  and  hardware 
at  Crook.  The  society’s  drapery  depart- 
ment has  been  specially  enlarged  for  the 
occasion. 

After  winning  the  Pike  Pease  Cup  at 
the  cycling  club  meeting  at  Richmond, 
with  98  members,  the  Middlesbrough  Co- 
operative Cycling  Club  has  won  for  the 
second  year  in  succession  the  Fowler  Cup 
at  the  North  Oriilesby  Hospital  sports. 
The  number  on  parade  was  116  members. 

The  C.W.S.  building  department,  New- 
castle, has  received  the  contract  for  the 
erection  of  the  Stakeford  and  Bomarsund 
War  Memorial,  which  is  to  take  the  form 
of  a hall  and  institute.  The  tender  sub- 
mitted was  £2,700.  It  is  also  interesting 
to  note  that  the  C.W.S.  architect’s  depart- 
ment is  responsible  for  the  plans. 

No.  3 (Cumberland  and  _ Westmorland) 
district  conference  is  to  be  held  in  the 
Christ  Church  Parish  Rooms,  Penrith,  on 
Saturday,  September  9th.  Mr.  George 
Riddle’s  Congress  paper  is  to  be  the  chief 
subject  for  discussion.  Mr.  Riddle  is  ex- 
pected to  be  present  at  this  meeting  in  his 
home  county,  and  if  an  onslaught  is  made 
on  the  paper,  as  happened  at  Amble,  a 
reply  should  be  forthcoming.  The  points 
raised  at  No.  1 conference  were  to  be  con- 
veyed to  Mr.  Riddle  by  Mr.  Lnwther,  who 
introduced  the  paper  at  Amble,  and  the 
Penrith  meeting  will  provide  Mr.  Riddle 
with  the  opportunity  of  replying  to  the 
critics.  It  is  expected  that  a representa- 
tive of  the  Co-operative  Party  will  attend 
the  conference  to  outline  the  present 
political  situation.  t t t 

Preparations  are  being  made  at  the 
C.W.S.  drapery  departments  in  Newcastle 
for  the  special  shows  of  new  goods  for  the 
autumn  and  winter  trade.  The  first  show 
days  are  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  Septem- 
ber 5th  and  6th,  and  the  displays  are  to 
be  repented  on  the  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day of  the  following  week.  Societies  are 
informed  that  new  stocks,  comprising  all 
the  latest  fashions  from  the  best  markets, 
are  to  be  on  view  at  the  millinery,  fancy 
drapery,  blouse,  gents’  mercery,  mantle, 
hosiery,  hat  and  cap  departments. 

At  the  moment  a series  of  branch  con- 
ferences of  N.U.D.A.W.  members  are  con- 
sidering the  6cheme  for  the  automatic 
adjustment  of  employees'  wages  submitted 
by  the  Wages  Board  on  behalf  of  the 
northern  societies.  The  decisions  of  the 
various  branches  will  he  given  at  a district 
conference  to  he  held  in  Newcastle  on  the 
23rd  inst.  On  the  following  day  the 
N.U.D.A.W.  representative^  will  meet  the 
Wages  Board  in  conference,  and  the  views 
of  the  union’s  members  will  then  be 
expressed.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

On  Friday  evening,  September  8th.  the 
newlyrformed  C.W.S.  Musical  Association 
will  commence  rehearsals  iu  the  C.W.S. 
Hall  at  West  Blandford-street,  Newcastle. 
There  lias  been  a very  encouraging  re- 
sponse to  the  invitation  extended  to  the 
employees  by  Mr.  Robinson  (conductor)  to 
join  the  choir,  and  at  present  about  fifty 
names  appear  on  the  choir’s  membership 
list.  C.W.S.  directors  and  heads  of  de- 
partments are  taking  n keen  interest  in 
the  venture,  and  many  'well-known  names 
figure  in  the  list  of  vice-presidents.  Mr. 
J.  Oliver  (director)  has  consented  to  accept 
the  office’  of  Dresident. 

In- the  “Northern  Notes”  in  the  issue 
of  August  5th  reference  was  made  to  an 
“ unpleasant  incident  ” which  was  sup- 
posed to  have  taken  place  at  New  Ilelaval 
and  Newsham  Society’s  hoard  meeting 
during  a discussion  on  the  automatic 
adjustment  of  wages  scheme.  Mr.  T. 
Graham  (secretary  of  the  society)  writes 
to  say  that  the  report  that  Mr.  F.  C.  Hyde 
retired,  under  protest  is  incorrect,  and  we 
are  glad  to  publish  this  disclaimer.  Mr. 
Graham  explains  that  Mr.  F.  C.  Hyde  was 
appointed  by  the  members  of  the  society, 
hut  one  of  the  conditions  under  which  an 
employee  sits  on  the  hoard  of  management 
i«  that  he  retires  when  a discussion  on  em- 
ployees’ wages,  hours,  or  working  condi- 
tions arises.  When  Mr.  Hyde  was  re- 
quested to  leave  on  this  occasion  he  did  so 
without  raising  any  protest. 


A special  meeting  of  the  National  Co-opera- 
tive Managers’  Association  (Northern  Section) 
is  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  of  next  week  at  the 
C.W.S.  premises,  Newcastle,  to  consider  the 
proposed  scheme  of  group  life  assurance.  The 
matter  for  discussion  is  of  great  importance 
to  the  members  of  the  association,  and  a very 
large  attendance  is  desired. 

Owing  to  the  immediate  demand  for  sup- 
plies, business  was  commenced  some  time  ago 
at  the  new  federated  bakery  at  Gateshead, 
although  the  formal  opening  has  not  yet  taken 
place.  The  plant  is  working  splendidly,  and 
the  members  speak  most  highly  of  the  quality 
of  the  bread  supplied. 

Mr.  John  T.  Taylor,  in  addition  to  managing 
Widdrington  Society  with  marked  success,  is 
achieving  fame  as  a sportsman.  He  is  captain 
of  the  local  cricket  team,  which  is  able  to  give 
a very  good  account  of  itself,  and  another 
honour  has  been  carried  off  by  Mr.  Taylor.  At 
the  Wansbeck  Motor  Club's  hill  speed  test  the 
other  day  he  secured  the  first  prize. 

At  Eacington  Lane  Flower  Show,  on  Sep- 
tember 2nd,  tlfere  will  be  a marquee  containing 
a varied  display  of  C.W.S.  productions. 

An  important  item  of  business  to  be  con- 
sidered by  North  Shields  Society’s  members  at 
the  forthcoming  quarterly  meeting  is  a pro- 
posal, recommended  by  the  directors,  that  the 
society  should  adopt  the  Collective  life  assur- 
ance scheme  of  the  C.I.S.  Quite  a satisfactory 
business  report  has  been  issued  by  the  com- 
mittee, one  of  the  happiest  features  being  an 
increase  of  56  in  the  membership.  Sales  for 
the  half-year  were  £67,682,  and  the  dividend 
declared  is  6d.  in  the  pound. 

Tweedside  Society’s  new  general  manager 
is  Mr.  Liddle,  who  has  been  manager  of  tho 
boot  department  of  the  society  for  a consider- 
able tune.  ... 

Middlesbrough  educational  committee  held 
a public  tea  and  meeting  in  their  Victoria  Hall 
on  Wednesday  of  last  week.  Over  500  people 
partook  of  tea,  and  a splendid  meeting  was 
field  in  the  evening,  at  which  Mr.  Robert 
Fleming  (C.W.S.  director)  was  the  speaker. 
Mr.  Fleming  said  co-operators  might  well  be 
proud  of  the  stability  and  success  of  British 
co-operation,  but  he  reminded  his  audience 
that  success  had  had  to  be  striven  for  by  the 
calm  determination  of  the  pioneers  who  served 
as  administrators  within  the  respective  socie- 
ties, by  tho  business  genius  and  capacity  of 
managers,  and  the  steadfast  and  unswerving 
loyalty  of  members.  The  present  generation 
had  entered  upon  a priceless  heritage,  and  it 
was.  essential  that  there  should  be  no  abate- 
ment Of  the  early  spirit  or  of  loyalty  to  co-' 
operative  principles.  In  the  present  hour  they 
were  realising  that  co-operation  was  not 
immune  from  the  slump  in  the  world’s  com- 
merce. In  the  old  days  of  simple  industry 
slumps  were  more  easily  located,  but  to-day 
nations  were  so  inter-dependent  that  the  slump 
was  felt  to  the  earth’s  remotest  bounds.  Ii 
canio  like  a thief  in  the  night,  and  every  sphere 
of  th*e  movement  had  been  affected.  Tragedj 
lay  in  the  fact  that  they  could  do  nothing  tc 
bring  immediate  results.  Even  future  dif- 
ficulties were  unknown,"  but  it  was  proper  thal 
they  should  try  to  forecast  the.  future.  Co- 
operation hod  a clearly-conceived  and  definite 
purpose.  It  was  not  u mere  system  of  shop- 
keeping. Step  by  step  it  was  attempting  to 
control  the  interests  of  the  workers— first  in 
distribution,  then  in  production,  then  in  agri- 
culture, and  later  in  the  acquisition  of  raw 
materials.  Until  this  was  completed  co-opera- 
tors would  not  have  accomplished  their  pur- 
pose, and  they  had  to  bring  mind,  heart,  and 
conscience  to  the  task  of  founding  a new  civi- 
lisation. Co-operation  was  an  intensely  prac- 
tical idea.  It  meant  a new  civilisation,  a 
quietening  of  jealousy,  envy,  and  strife,  tho 
enthronement  of  justice,  and  a more  demo- 
cratic conception  of  human  government. 
These  were  worth  striving  for.  During  the 
evening  selections  of  music  were  given  by 
members  of  the  Co-operative  Choral  Society. 

Following  the  quarterly  meeting  of  tho 
Blyth  Sooiety  this  week  there  will  be  a special 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  tho 
action  of  the  committee  in  purchasing  land  in 
Croft-road  adjoining  that  branch,  and  em- 
powering the  committee  to  commence  building 

I such  additional  premises  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  for  carrying  on  tho  business  of  the 
| society. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  bo 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women's  Pages." 
"Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Mm  chester. 


A SCOTTISH  FIELD-DAY. 

OUR  TRIBUTE  TO  VETERAN 
LEADERS. 

WHY  WE  ARE  GRATEFUL. 

Our  Scottish  friends  had  a pleasant 
field-day  last  week  when  they  opened,  in 
Glasgow,  the  new  centre  for  the  Scottish 
Sectional  Board,  which  is  planned  to 
house  the  central  education  and  the  pro- 
pagandist bodies  for  Scotland,  including 
the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society,  the  Co-operative  Party  Scottish 
Council',  the  Conference  Associations,  and 
the  Scottish  Women’s  Guild.  It  is  good 
to  know  that  all  the  agencies  which  time 
has  built  up  for  the  propagation  and 
expansion  of  co-operative  ideals  in  Scot- 
land will  work  together  under  one  roof. 
Co-ordination  should  be  made  easier 
and  the  “ community  ” feeling 
strengthened  withiu  the  walls  of  the 
Memorial  Building. 

We  add  our  slightly  belated  con- 
gratulations to  our  Scottish  friends 
because  they  made  the  opening  of  the 
new  premises  the  occasion  of  another 
ceremony  which  interests  us.  A pre- 
sentation was  made  to  Mr.  J ames  Deans, 
who  has  served  the  movement  in  Scot- 
land for  over  fifty  years,  and  whose  name 
counts  amongst  the  great  pioneers  and 
leaders  of  the  British  co-operative  move- 
ment during  the  past  half-century.  Mr. 
Deans  has  always  stood  for  all  that  is 
highest  and  -best  in  the  co-operative 
ideal,  not  merely  in  lip  service,  but  in  his 
life  and  actions. 

Mrs.  Deans,  his  devoted  life  com- 
panion, shared  in  the  triumph  of  the 
moment,  and  our  hearty  congratulations 
go  to  both,  for  by  a happy  coincidence 
they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  a 
few  days  before  the  occasion  of  the 
presentation. 

It  is  pleasant  to  feel  that  the  glow  of 
comradeship,  which  will  vibrate  from  one 
end  of  the  co-operative  world  to  the 
other  iike  a ray  of  pure  sunshine,  eman- 
ates from  the  simple  home  of  a man  and 
a woman  who  have  guided  their  lives  by 
co-operation. 

Another  guest  at  the  ceremony  was 
Sir  William  Maxwell,  another  veteran 
Scottish  co-operator,  who,  like  Mr. 
Deans,  can  look  back  upon  more  than 
fifty  years  of  co-operative  work.  Yet 
his  faith  in  the  movement  remains  un- 
shaken, and  his  belief  in  its  ultimate 
triumph  over  all  the  enemies  of  peace 
puts  to  shame  the  pessimism  of  many 
younger  and  less  ardent  workers.  “ Co- 
operation,” he  said,  ” is  the  only  remedy 
Jor  the  distracted  world,  jor  it  stands  jor 
a higher  morality  in  trade  and  commerce, 
Jor  a higher  conception  oj  lije,  Jor  a higher 
conception  oj  our  dealings  with  our  Jellows, 
and  Jor  the  brotherhood  oj  mankind." 

We  women  have  reason  to  be  grateful 
to  both  these  veterans  for  their  con- 
sistent support  of  the  women’s  guilds 
and  their  invariable  readiness  to  tender 
advice  and  help  in  any  difficulty.  They 
are  friends  who-  have  accepted  the 
women’s  desire  for  self-education  at  its 
right  value  from  the  earliest  days,  when 
too  many  leading  men  were  apt  to  offer 
tacit,  if  not  open,  opposition  to  our 
efforts  after  self-expression. 

These  days,  like  the  days  of  sheer 
material  struggle  for  existence  which  the 
pioneer  societies  had  to  pass  through, 
are  now  days  of  memory ; but  the 
present  generation  of  members,  who 
have  come  into  a glorious  heritage,  does 
well  to  honour  its  veteran  workers  and 
to  help  them  to  enjoy  quiet  days  and 
happy  thoughts  that  the  work  they  had 
so  valiantly  striven  to  inaugurate  would 
be  carried  on  by  others  coming  after 
them. 


Members  of  tSie  Blnydon  Guild  recently 
journeyed  by  charabanc  to  Carlisle. 

Liverpool's  Lead. — On  Saturday  many 
guild  branches  in  Liverpool,  in  conjunction 
with  the  society’s  educational  committee, 
are  holding  a street  demonstration.  Tul>- 
lenux  representing  co-operative  literature, 
C.W.S.  margarine,  the  woman  with  the 
basket,  washing  day,  l’elaw  boot  polishes 
Ac.,  will  be  depicted  by  the  various  guild 
brunches  in  the  city,  and  given  fine  weather 
the  procession  will  create  a stir  amongst  the 
townspeople. 


WOMAN  AS  MAN’S  EQUAL. 

ONLY  CO-OPERATION  CAN  EMANCIPATE  HER. 


GIRLS  AND  LIFE'S  PROBLEMS.  WASTE  OF  DOMESTIC  LIFE. 


There  is  a great  deal  of  talk  about 
woman  becoming  man’s  equal,  hut  how  few 
realise  that  only  through  the  application 
of  the  principles  of  co-operation  to  every 
phase  of  life  can  this  ideal  be  reaohed. 
Educated  women  do  not  realise  it,  nor  even 
prominent  leaders  in  the  advanced  women’s 
movements  of  to-day.  But  to  those  who 


do  know,  co-operat 
means  an  entire 
change  of  life,  and  will 
make  women’s  eman- 
cipation complete. 

“ Why,”  as\s  a cor- 
respondent in  “ La 
Cooperation  Beige,” 

” are  women,  gener- 
ally speaking,  so  in- 
different to  the  ques- 
tions which  have  to 
do  with  the  social  life 
of  the  country?  Is 
it  not  because  the 
education  of  young 
girls  is  confined  to 
one  end  : that  of  find- 
ing a husband,  and 
that  what  is  not  in 
this  direction  is  re- 
garded as  a dead 
letter?”  One  has  only 
to  examine  the  books 
or  papers  w h i c h 
young  girls  read  to 
realise  how  impossible 
it  is  'for  them  to  have 
any  ideas  on  the 
serious  problems  of 
life.  Any  efforts  to 
i u t roduce  economic 
questions  or  trade 
union  affairs  are  lost 
when  the  reading  is 
confined  to  the  love 
affairs  and  the  wicked 
lives  of  fictitious 
people.  The  result  is,  such  girls  eventually 
become  the  prey  of  the  sweating  system, 
and  not  until  they  marry  and  children 
arrive  do  they  in  any  way  lose  this  in- 
difference and  begin  to  think  of  life 
seriously..  For  the  sake  of  their  children 
they  struggle  on,  only  to  give  way  in  the 
end.  Such  women  are  life’s  greatest 
sufferers.  True,  their  husbands  in  the 
workshop  may  be  nothing  more  than 
machines,  hut  they  can  strike  j their  wujk- 
ing-davs  are  shorter,  and  their  wages  are 
kept  up,  and  they  do  know  something  of 
what  it  means  to  be  independent;  while 
for  the  woman  in  her  workshop,  the  home 
life  is  one  c-ontinual  struggle.  And  happy 
indeed  is  she  who  is  not  trodden  down  still 
further  by  her  husband.  It  is  she  who  has 
to  battle  with  the  increased  cost  of  food, 
always  trying  to  feed  her  family  well, 
despite  whatever  money  her  husband  may 
care  to  give  her.  It  is  she  indeed  who  has 
the  whole  burden  on  her  shoulders ; but 
she  must  be  awakened  to  a confidence  of  a 
better  life — not  through  the  illusory  vote 


THAT  UGLY  THING  THE 
CAPITALISTIC  SYSTEM. 

HOW  THE  PROFITEERS  OPPRESS 
THE  WORKERS. 


or  through  trade  unionism.  She  must  be 
shown  how  she  can  change  the  whole 
system  of  society,  with  all  its  sadness  and 
sordidness,  by.  the  power  of  her  basket — 
by  shopping  at  a co-operative  store. 

She  it  is  who  can  make  life  harmonious 
by  putting  production  upon  a co-operative 
basis,  instead  of  its  being  on  a capitalistic 
basis  as  it  is  to-day. 


From  tho  Polish  Co  operative  Nownpapor,  Worfia 
The  producer,  the  wholesale  trader,  tho  mlddlc- 
mon,  and. the  retailer  all  live  oat  of  the  profits 
which  arc  made  throuch  the  manufacture  and 
the  mero  buying  aud  sellir of  goods — whereby 
the  poor  are  made  poorer,  aud  tho  rich  aro 
made  richer. 


Not  only  can  she 
abolish  the  evil 
doings  of  commerce 
by  merely  shopping 
at  the  store  : she  will 
provide  herself  with 
help  in  times  of  need, 
and  have  provision 
for  old  age  and  for 
births;  in  a word, 
she  is  assured  a 
minimum  of  life’s 
necessities. 

Moreover,  if  she 
understands  the  full 
meaning  of  co-opera- 
tion she  will  realise 
that  the  principles 
can  be  applied  to  her 
daily  life  in  the  home, 
and  that  she  can  be 
relieved  from  the 
thraldom  of  domestic 
drudgery. 

What  do  we  see  in 
domestic  life  to-day? 
Much  that  is  very 
ugly,  because  it  is 
not  organised.  In 
twenty  houses  twenty 
housewives  are  occu- 
pied, all  carrying  out 
the  same  duties — 
coo  king,  washing, 
lighting  and  keeping 
in  fires,  and  looking 
after  the  children. 
Surely  this  is  not  ideal.  What  economy 
would  result  if  such  work  were  done  in 
common ; what  leisure  the  woman  would 
have  as  a consequence ; how  much  better 
life  would  be  for  her,  her  husband,  and 
her  children ! 

But  the  advantages  of  co-operation  are 
not  only  material — they  are  moral.  The 
ready-money  system  is  a relief  from  any 
embarrassment  of  credit.  And  co-operative 
societies  to-day  provide  for  the  amusement 
of  the  woman  and  her  children,  and  nearly 
all  provide  educational  facilities  for  the 
kiddies  and  the  young  people,  when  the 
mother  is  never  happier  than  when  applaud- 
ing her  youngsters’  efforts.  And  should 
the  woman  herself  not  be  satisfied  with  the 
management  of  her  society,  then  she  can 
take  her  part  in  getting  things  put  right. 
But  it  is  only  by  continuous  effort  that  the 
society  of  the  future  will  be  built  up,  and 
when  woman  will  be  the  equal  of  man 

A.  B.  T. 


* Woman's  Outlook  ' 


for  reliable  recipes. 


WHO  BOSSES  THE  WOMEN?- AND  WHY? 


The  answer  is  rather  simp!?.  .Men  boss 
women.  Fat  men,  thin  men,  big  men,  little 
men,  dirty  men,  greasy  men,  gentle  men, 
capitalist  men,  labour  men — they  all  boss 
the  women. 

And  why?  Because  tine  women,  let  ’em. 

That’s  all  there  is  to  it. 

Why?  Some  people  say  that  it  is  because 
“tho  women  are  built  tliat  way.”  They 
have  to  be  protected  by  some  one  else. 
They  have  to  be  told  what  to  do.  They 
haven’t  brains  enough  to  do  it  for  them- 
selves. They  don’t  know  enough  to  protect 
their  own  right-s. 

Nonsense!  The  average  mother  of  a 
family  has  twice  the  practical  ability  of  the 
father  in  solving  every-dav  problems  of  the 
home.  I would  like  to  see  lion-  the  average 
working  man  would  act  if  he  were  up  against 
the  problems  faced- by  his  wife  in  keeping  a 
family  of  live  people  going  everv  day  oilman 
overage  wage  of  £5  a week.  Here  is  her 
schedule : — 

Rise  every  morning  at  five  o’clock. 

Nurse  the  youngest  baby. 

Get  coal  for  the  kitchen  fire. 

Prepare  breakfast. 

Wake  up  her  husband,  and  drjsc  the  otiier 
cliildren . 

Get  her  husband  off  to  work  and  the 
children  off  to  school. 

Wash  the  breakfast  dishes. 

Wash  the  baby's  clothes  nnj  part  of  the 
family  Wash. 

Go  to  the  grocery  store  and  meat  market 
and  buy  a dinner  for  live  people  for  two 
shillings, 

Patdi  Johnnie’s  pants. 

Get  dinner. 

Wash  the  dishes. 

Put  the  baby  to  sleep. 

Rend  the  newspaper  for  ten  minutes. 

Scrub  the  kitchen  ami  sweep  the  front 
rooms. 

Make  n new  dross  for  litt'c  Lizzie. 

Get  Rupper. 

Wash  the  dishes. 

Help  Johnnie  with  bis  leRsons. 


Malk  to  the  corner  and  givsip  with  Mrs. 
for  half-an-liour. 

Go  to  bed. 

And  then  her  husband  comes  homo  and 
tells  her  that  she  is  spending  too  much 
money  to  run  the  house.  He  goes  off  to  a 
political  meeting  and  makes  a speech  on  how 
to  ,run  the  government.  He  says  that 
woman’s  placo  it*  in  the  home. 

The  trouble  with  this  scheme  of  things  is 
that  it  was  made  by  men  for  the  benefit  of 
men.  TJie  women  have  not  been  consulted 
in  the  matter.  They  haven’t  had  a chance 
to  conduct  thoir  own  lives  because  the 
capitalists  would  not  pay  them  a living  wage 
and  their  husbands  would  110c  give  them 
freedom.  In  the  homo  they  have  been 
ranked  with  the  dish  pan  and' the  inop— as 
housekeeping  commodities. 

Women  will  always  be  ranked  with  the 
dish  pan  and  the  mop  until  thev  learn  how  to 
light  for  their  rights  together. 

There  is  only  one  way  in  which  women 
can  break  that  habit  of  submission.  The 
leaders  among  women  must  start  talking. 
They  must  not  be  timid  of  thoir  opinions. 
They  must  insist  that  women  b?  given  re- 
presentation on  every  committee,  and  then 
see  that  the  women  on  every  committee 
have  something  definite  to  submit. 

Tire  women  who  lead  in  this  way  will  lie 
of  more  service  to  any  movement  than  all 
the  men  in  creation.— Paul  Blenshard, 
Rochester  education  director,  U.S.a! 
Quoted  from  " Advance.” 


The  new  secretary  of  the  Bury  Women's 
Guild  is  Mrs.  Whitworth,  33,  Hurst-street, 
Bury. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  .Mrs.  Bain,  the 
newly-apppinted  C.C.  member  of  the 
Southern  Section  of  the  Worn  on’s  Guild,  has 
gone  into  the  Elizabeth  Garmtt  Anderson 
Hospital  in  I/ondon  for  nil  operation,  which 
will  put  her  out  of  action  for  a few  weeks. 
We  extend  to  her  our  very  best  wishes  for  a 
speedy  recovery  bo  normal  health. 


NEWS  FROM  ALL  PARTS. 


. M “ s-  Mat**, 
is  the  new  vice! 

president  „f  . , 

'V 

Guild.  She  became  a 
co-operator  twenty* 
hie  years  ago, 
has  got  one  ne* 
member  for  t h 
movement  everv 
yeor.  She  joined  tW 
Xorquay  Central 

Guild  brooch  i„ 
lpi,  ivas  so 

elected  on  the  com- 
mittee,  afterwards 
,,  ,r  becoming  secretary 

Mrs.  Millman  Mrs.  Millman  has 

(Torquay).  . also  served  several 
years  a®  a member  on  the  Torquay 
Society's  education  committee,  of  which  sh0 
has  been  elected  chairman  for  the  third 
time.  Apart  from  her  co-operative  work 
Mrs.  Millman  is  keenly  interested  in 
citizenship.  She  has  served  on  tile  local 
Schools  Management  Committee,  Health 
Insurance,  and  is  keenly  interested  ;n  the 
temperance  movement,  having  been  for  the 
past  two  years  the  District  Chief  Templar 
for  Mid-Devon. 

The  Chelston  Guild  recently  journeyed  to 
Berry  Head,  Brixham.  Mrs.  Bidder  (pre- 
sident of  the  Brixham  Guild)  provided  tea. 

A presentation,  which  took  the  form  of  a 
handbag,  was  recently  made  by  the  Norwich 
Guild  members  to  their  retiring  president, 
Mrs.  Gee,  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
guild  since  its  inception,  and  has  played  a 
very  prominent  and  useful  part  in  ftj 
activities. 

New  Appointments. — Congratulations  to 
Mrs.  Watson,  recently  elected  to  Wallsend 
Society’s  management  committee ; to  Mrs. 
Yougill,  elec!*?:l  to  Beetles  Society’s 
management  committee ; and  to  Mrs.  F. 
Muddiman  and  Mrs.  G.  K.  Mitchell,  two 
new  members  of  the  Long  Biickby  Society’s 
education  committee. 

The  Stratford-on-Avon  Women’s  Guild  re- 
cently organised  a whist  drive  in  aid  of  tho 
local  hospital  funds.  Guild  members  gave, 
prizes  and  refreshments,  the  result  . remis- 
ing £9.  Councillor  Lawson  officiated  as 
M.C.,  while  Mr.  J.  R.  Heminsley  (manager) 
presented  the  prizes.  Reference  was  made 
to  the  work  of  the  guild,  and  invitations 
Were  extended  to  the  social  evenings  to  be 
organised  during  the  winter  months. 

A new  guild  was  recently  opened  at  Ken- 
fig,  when  Mr.  J.  Jones  (Pontycymmer  So- 
ciety’s educational  committee)  occupied  the 
chair.  Tho  co-operative-  movement.  lie 
pointed  out,  was  more  than  a great  trading 
concern;  it  gave  to  every  member  clii!u 
the  opportunity  of  gaining  a good  educa- 
tion. Xot'only  were  there  liihui  ii  . u»s=e< 
in  the  winter,  but  many  societies  had  formed 
classes  for  adolescents.  Mr.  Shad  Williams, 
who  also  spoke,  referred  to  the  various 
ways  in  which  women  could  play  their  part 
in  co-operative  and  civic  life.  Mesdames 
Mitchell,  Powell,  and  Miss  B.  Horsell 
worked  hard  to  make  the  event  a success. 

The  annual  Lincoln  District  Conference 
was  held  at  Grimsby  recently.  Mrs.  Haines 
(district  president)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
Sirs.  Barker  (president  of  the  Grimsby 
branch)  welcomed  the  delegates.  The 
annual  report  and  balance  sheet  were 
adopted.  The  secretaries  of  the  three  new 
districts  are:  Mrs.  Humberstone  (Peter 

borough  district).  Mrs.  Daniels  (Lincoln 
district),  and  Mrs.  Brelsford  (Grimsby 
district).  A joint  conference  is  to  lie  held 
yearly  in  September.  Mrs.  Dewsbury 
(National  Guild  president)  spoke  on 
“Taxation:  How  It  Affects  Co-operators. 
Mrs.  I'nsworth  (sectional  secretary)  spoke 
on  delegation  fees,  which  is.  shortly  to  be 
introduced  to  the  Guild  branches. 

The  Burslem  Society's  twenty-first  birth- 
day celebrations  took  the  form  of  a monster 
procession,  comprising  upwarls  of  eighty 
vehicle®,  almost  a mile  long.  The  tableaux 
Arranged  by  the  Guild  branches  included, 
Burslem,  “ A Tea  Plantation  TunsUul, 
“Wheat,  Flour,  Bread”;  Hanley,  yy 
operation  and  Education”;  Stoke,  , If" 
operative  Press  and  Education  ” ; Peukhulli 
■ Washing  Duy  ” ; Fenton,  1 Cu-operative 
Press”;  and  Longton.  Internationa, 
Co-operation.”  Arranged  hv  the  Lire 
Clubs  were — Burslem,  “C.W.S.  •lams  . 
Hanley.  “Afternoon  Tea”;  Stoke.  *n 
Wheat-sheaf  ” ; Penkhull,  “ C.W.S.  Marma; 
lad-e  ” ; and  Fenton,  “ Dividend  Day-' 

A most  delightful  day  was  recently  spent 
by  the  members  of  the  South  Northumber- 
land Guild  branches,  when  the  journey  ir3 
made  to  Amble,  where  the  Brwm hill  mem- 
bers entertained  the  party  right  1°.' 11 
Arrived  at  Aiuhle  Co-operative  Cafe,  lun 
was  partaken  of.  Later  an  ndjouritnie 
was  made  to  the  Council  Hall,  where  brlh 
and  instructive  speeches  were  made  by  -*  j 
Gray  (secretary  of  Broomhill  Society)  • 
Mr.  Nos  bit  (management  commit  tee)- 
president  of  the  Amble  Society  was  111,3 
to  be  present,  hut  the  president  oi 
Women's  Guild  from  Broomhill  welcomed  . 
members.  Mrs.  Ferguson  (secretary  ‘ 
Northern  Section)  gave  a short  ''ti'J  . 
The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  “ 
Waugh  (district  president).  -Mter  ' 
the  charabancs  were  board  >1  for  • . 
worth,  where  a halt  was  made  to  vie  . 
surrounding  country.  TwoJmndred-a" 
seventy  members  took  part  in  the  out  b- 
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MARRIED  women  and  paid  positions. 

LANCASHIRE  GUILDERS  AGAINST  ALL  RESTRICTIONS. 


A “ DIVIDEND  DAY”  TEA-PARTY. 


MEN  TAKE  AN  OPPOSITE  VIEW. 


Merry  and  Bright:  Officials  and  Guild  Workers  nt  the  .Society’s  Gala. 


And  why  not?  And  what  better  adver- 
tisement ! 

No  wonder  the  Wakefield  Guildswomen 
talk  to  you  with  pride  of  what  their  society 
is  doing  and  tell  you  they  are  members  of 
the  smartest  and  most  up-to-dato  society — 
considering  its  size— dn  the  kingdom.  And 
there  is  every  justification  for  their  pride. 
Truly  the  slogan  “More  Advertising  in  the 
Co-operative  Movement  ” does  not  apply  to 
the  Wakefield  Society.  Its  directors  are 
masters  of  that  craft,  and  they  have  used  the 
art  with  wonderful  results. 

We  will,  resolved  the  management, 
attract  custom  by  mentis  of  our  cafe.  Thou- 
sands of  women  are  on  the  premises  on 
dividend  day;  here  is  our  chance.  So  strik- 
ing advertisements  in  brilliant  red  print 
were  posted  up  in  the  windows: — 


“ After  receiving  your  dividend  stop  here! 
And  have  a cup  of  tea  and  a Inin  for  Id.'’ 

“ Dividend  paying  is  a time  of  rejoicing 
amongst  our  members.” 

“ Honour  the  event  by  partaking  of  after- 
noon tea  in  our  cafe.” 

Thus  the  legends  ran. 

Result : Tremendous  success.  Eighteen 
hundred  people  partook  of  tea  in  the 
society’s  cafe  in  three  days! 

Ten-tables  ran  along  each  sile  of  the  cor- 
ridor into  the  offices,  and  a special  show  of 
goods  made  in  the  bakery  cieated  great 
interest.  What  a “dividend  day.”  Some- 
thing never  to  be  forgotten. 

To  complete  the  triumph  the  society  held 
its  annual  children’s  sports  recently,  entail- - 
ing  weeks  of  hard  work,  but  what  pleasure 
to  hundreds  of  young  co-operators. 


mm 
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u PROUD  OF  THE  C.W.S.” 


“ Married  Women  in  Industry,”  introduced  by  Sectional  Council  mem- 
bers, was  discussed  at  two  Guild  conferences  on  Saturday  last  at  Barrowford 
(North-East  Lancashire  District)  and  at  Ashton-in-Makerfield  (Bolton  District). 
At  both  gatherings  there  were  large  attendances,  including  several  men  dele- 
gates, and  the  discussion  at  each  meeting  was  distinctly  against  any  restric- 
tion being  placed  upon  married  women,  and  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  the 
individual  being  maintained. 

“So  large  are  the  school  classes  to-day,”  said  Mrs.  Proudfoot  at  tho  Bolton 
conference,  ” that  a schoo, master  is  a disciplinarian,  not  a teacher.”  At 
Barrowford  the  argument  was  taken  that  married  women  should  be  recompensed 
for  their  work— whether  in  the  home  or  outside— and  it  was  pointed  out  that 
at  a special  Rotary  Committee  only  two  women  were  able  to  give  their  husbands’ 
wages.  “ Not  only  do  women  NOT  know  what  their  husbands  earn,”  said  one 
delegate,  " but  the  question  is:  Do  men  give  up  the  whole  of  their  earnings?" 
Altogether  the  discussions  were  useful  and  interesting. 


FREEDOM— THE  CLAIM  OF  ALL  HUMAN  BEINGS. 


Q\jitb  a number  of  men  were  present  at 
tko  Ashton-in-Makerfield  conference,  and 
took  keen  interest  in  the  subject,  “ Married 
Women  in  Industry,”  which  was  intro- 
duced by  Mrs.  Proudfoot  (Sectional  Coun- 
cil member). 

$0  one,  said  Mrs.  Proudfoot,  lias  the 
right  to  take  away  the  liberty  of  the 
individual,  and  local  authorities  are  doing 
wrong  in  dismissing  married  women  doctors 
and  teachers.  A school- 
master recently  in- 
formed her  that  lie  had 
a class  of  eighty-nine 
boys,  to  whom  lie  was 
not  a teacher,  but  a dis- 
ciplinarian. If  t ill  e 
classes  in  elementary 
schools  were  reduced  it 
would  not  be  necessary 
to  dismiss  the  married 
women.  No  parent 
should  tolerate  h i 6 
child  being  in  a class 
with  over  eighty  pupils. 

The  London  County 
Council  and  the  Glas- 
gow City  Council,  be- 
sides dismissing  married 
women  teachers  and 
doctors  had  also  dis- 
charged many  married 
charwomen  and  school 
cleaners.  Married 
women  must  demand 
the  right  to  function 
for  themselves. 

The  majority  of  mar-  l 
ried  women  working 
today  were  doing  so 
from  sheer  necessity,  and  their  dismissal 
would  in  no  way  help  to  solve  the  unem- 
ployment problem.  One  of  the  best  ways 
of  solving  this  would  be  to  raise  the  age 
limit  for  leaving  school  to  sixteen  years, 
for  there  were  many  youths  to-day  who 
were  occupying  their  fathers’  positions. 
Married  women  had  a contribution  and  a 
distinct  point  of  view  to  give  to  the  nation, 
and  by  forcing  them  out  of  industry  and 
the  professions  the  State  would  be  a great 
lo6er.  (Applause.) 

Mrs.  Cox  (District  Committee)  was  not 
in  favour  of  a married  woman,  with  no 
children,  working  if  she  was  keeping  a man 
with  a family  to  maintain  out  of  work. 

Mrs.  Bolton  (Horwich)  pleaded  for  the 
endowment  of  motherhood. 

Mrs.  Bullock  ‘(Leigh)  said  the  address 
had  changed  her  point  of  view. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Christie  (National  Co-opera- 
tive Party  organiser)  said  women  must  not 
believe  that  the  state  of  the  labour  market 
to-day  was  due  to  over-production.  Under- 
consumption and  the  uneven  distribution 
of  wealth  were  the  root  causes.  Married 
women  under  such  conditions  were  forced 
joto  industry.  If  guildswomen  believed  in 
jbe  equality  of  the  sexes  socially  and  poli- 
tically, then  they  must  believe  in  economic 

equality. 

Mrs.  Hamblin  (Walkden)  believed  that 
?Tery  human  being  ought  to  have  full 
™.v  to  do  what  he  or  she  thought  right 
“Dd  best.  There  were  many  married 
women  working  in  their  own  homes  as 
•essmakers,  novelists,  company  house- 
bwpers,  and  to  place  a veto  only  on  the 
“,r,ed  women  in  industry  was  unfair, 
in  f . " e'J8tor  (Ashton-in-Makerfield)  was 
nnt  V0Ur  Carried  women  in  industry  if 
ot  a menace  to  the  wage-earner. 

*&UnciUo.r  Gaskell  (president  of  the 
eih  f-  °0c’e^*y)»  as  a member  of  a local 
aver?"  (ommittee,  found  working  women 
, 0 il'l°wing  their  children  to  stay  as 
% at  school  as  possible. 

*a,e  Delegate  did  not  agree  that  the 
sh «Lrity  of  married  women  worked  from 
oneer  necessity. 

acd.r’i  E'irrington  (Skelmersdale)  was  in 
indust  emP1°yment  of  women  in 

rie^n«t*ler  Delegate  was  against  mar- 
thol  „0nien  in  industry  on  the  grounds  that 
"ere  not  reliable. 

iWoS!>n,itaH^eut  was  challenged  by  Mrs. 
n>arrLiJen  lFa.rnle-v)>  w,l°  End  End  both 
her  a.  8n,gle  women  working  under 
tui^i  „fied  "omen  were  steadier,  and 
s*nRlo  Bisters*10™  c®c‘enfc  Work  Mum  their 

single  itk‘r";ort!1  (Radcliffe)  thought 
ferenofl  J0men  Bh°»ld  be  employed  in  pre- 
Mrs  & married  ones.  - 
Bpoke.’  °rshay  (District  Committed  also 

"cw  '■ Ji,Lrict  i>rosi- 
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Allis.  Yeahn  (Lancashire  Sectional  Coun- 
cil member)  began  her  address  at  Barrow- 
ford by  saying  that  every  woman,  married 
or  single,  had  brains  which  should  be 
developed  beyond  domesticity.  Men  were 
not  expected  to  remain  altogether  in  the 
workshop,  neither  should  every  woman  be 
required  to  stay  in  the  home.  Wliy  should 
women  not  help  to  make  the  laws  of  the 
country  more  efficient,  to  plead  in  court 
on  behalf  of  her  unfor- 
tunate sisters,  or  to 
render  aid  and  medical 
treatment  to  others. 
The  age  of  grand- 
motherly legislation  was 
past.  It  was  not  sug- 
gested that  women 
should  ever  keep  a man 
out  of  work,  but  that 
they  should  have  a 
rightful  position  in  in- 
dustry. There  must  be 
“ equal  pay  for  equal 
work.”  Training  fees 
were  alike.  The  dis- 
missal of  the  married 
teacher  affected  those 
at  sc-hooF  and  those 
training  for  the  pro- 
fession. Too  long  had 
the  education  of  the 
children  been  sacrificed 
under  the  cloak  of 
Government  economy  I 
While  urging  the 
women  not  to  forget 
those  who  had  worked 
for  the  movement, 
Mrs.  Yearn  deplored 
the  lack  of  alert  and  youthful  minds  in  the 
control  of  the  co-operative  movement 

to-day.  They  must  realise  that  if  the 
Commonwealth  was  to  be  attained  all  brrfins 
would  be  needed — the  married  women’s  as 
well  as  the  single  women's — all  must  have 
their  recognised  “ place  in  the  co-operative, 
sun.” 

Mrs.  Wright  (Harle  Syke)  thought 

women  placed  too  little  value  upon  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Dean  (Clayton-le-Moors)  agreed  on 
equal  pay  when  the  work  was  equal,  but 
was  it?  In  the  co-operative  grocery  shops 

three  women  could  not  do  the  work  of  three 
men. 

Mrs.  Blackburn  (Blackburn)  contended 
that  women  had  too  long  been  the  tools  of 
men.  Too  long  had  they  scrubbed,  cleaned, 
and  polished,  shutting  out  the  light  from 
their  hearts  in  the  manner  of  old  tin  boxes. 

Mrs.  Morris  (Barrowford)  had  no  objec- 
tion to  married  teachers  unless  they  had 
children,  when  their  duty  lay  at  home. 

Mrs.  Cooper  (Nelson)  told  of  sittinglm  a 
Rotary  Committee,  when,  out  of  215 
women,  only  two  were  able  to  give  their 
husband’s  wages. 

Mrs.  Pilkington  (Accrington)  asked  if 
every  man  gave  his  wife  the  whole  of  his 
earnings.  (Cries  of  “No!”) 

Airs.  Ashley  (Burnley)  suggested  that 
some  provision  be  made  for  the  j-ouug 
people  at  present  workless. 

Airs.  Myers  (Nelson)  said  the  question  of 
married  women  in  industry  only  came  up 
when  decent  salaries  were  being  earned. 

Airs.  Blackburn  (Blackburn)  thought  a 
mother  should  be  recompensed  for  her  work 
in  the  home,  independent  of  anything  else. 

Mrs.  Dewhur^t  (Nelson  educational  com- 
mittee) asked  women  to  vote  for  the  endow- 
ment of  motherhood. 

Mr.  Burwell  (Church)  advised  mothers 
to  see  that  their  children  received  an  edu- 
cation. 

After  Mrs.  Wolstenholme  (Church)  had 
spoken,  Air.  Dean  (Clayton-le-AIoors)  said 
a woman’s  place  was  the  home,  though  she 
need  not  become  a slave  of  the  hearth. 

Mrs.  Gibbons  (Blackburn)  told  how  it 
was  impossible  for  a dressmaker  to  “ set. 
up”  for  herself  after  working  for  an  em- 
ployer who  kept  the  girls  on  one  job  alone. 

Following  Mrs.  Parkinson  (Darwen), 
Mrs.  Toller  (Colne)  maintained  that  many 
married  women  worked  becanse  they  had 
no  guarantee  for  old  age. 

Airs.  Collins  (Bacup)  urged  the  watching 
of  home  training  before  anything  else. 

Replying,  Airs.  Yearn  was  convinced 
women  did  not  receive  wages  equal  in  pro- 
portion to  men.  Their  own  movement  had 
been  built  up  on  honorary  principles. 

Mr.  Dean  (Clayton-le-AIoors)  afterwards 
moved,  and  Airs.  Waddington  (Clnyton-le- 
Moors)  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks.  Mrs. 
Morris  (president  of  the  local  guild)  ex- 
tended the  welcome,  and  Airs.  Wright 
(Harle  Syke)  occupied  tho  chair. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


[Correspondf.xts  ore  requested  to  writ®  In  Ink.  on 
cn*  tide  of  the  paper,  distinctly  ond  briefly,  stating 
age,  sex,  occupation,  end  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
.•fwoms-de-pli’-mo " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
names  nnd  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  bo  con- 
sidered. Address.  " The  Doctor,”  ” Co-oi>erattve  News, 
Long  UUIgatc,  Manchester.) 

“E.  A.  11.”—' The  ontarrh  i>  tlie  probable 
cause  of  the  our  trouble,  find  the  best  tliiiif? 
you  omn  do  is  to  have  the  ear  syringed  out 
at  regular  intervals. 

Exophthalmic  Goithe  alias  “ Graves’ 
Disease.”— Mrs.  Storer.  ‘203.  Newtown, 
Asford,  Kent,  would  be  glad  :f  " Cleveland  ” 
(in  our  Medical  Column  of  July  Rtb)  would 
communicate  with  lier.  Many  Uianks  for 
kind  commendation  of  our  Medical  Column. 

“ Worsley.” — The  lump  on  the  top  of  the 
head  seems  much  the  same  as  that  referred 
to  by  ” L.  A.  D.,”  and  the  best  treatment 
for  its  removal  is  by  operation  by  a good 
surgeon.  By  “ windle  ” I pre-mine  >ou 
mean  a “ wen” — the  eomnum  name  of  such 
tumours. 

“ Diamond.” — Seeing  that  your  own  panel 
doctor  has  had  you  under  his  care  and  treat- 
ment since  December,  1919— aver  liirer-nnd- 
n-lnilf-years — be  is  most  likely  to  know  “the 
nature'  of  your  complaint,”  and  I do  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  interfere  either  to  diagnose  or 
treat  it. 

Intestinal  Flatulence  (“  Foot  ”).—  There 
is  no  “ obstruction  ” — simply  an  accumula- 
tion of  “wind” — from  intestinal  indiges- 
tion. Be  more  careful  of  your  diet;  take  no 
pastry  or  other  such  indigestible  foods,  and 
try  “ Kerol  Intestinal  Capsules,  which  a 
good  druggist  may  get  for  you. 

Circumcision  (“Troubled”). — Tho  opera 
tion  of  circumcision  is  the  only  treatment, 
for  the  condition,  which  may  be  a serious 
impediment  to  marriage,  and  should  he  done 
during  the  first  months  of  infvncy.  Ihe 
condition,  if  neglected,  may  lei  1 to  hernia 
(rupture),  and  in  some  cases  induce  a bad 
habit  in  the  child. 

“ Posse.” — You  are  fortunate  to  have  got 
so  completely  cured  of  your  nostril  trouble. 
Tile  upper  lit)  trouble  may  be  aggravated  and 
kept  up  by  the  “ unavoidable  coal  dust  which 
covers  it  every  dav  at  vour  work.”  I ry  an 
ointment  composed  of  ammonia. ted  mercury, 
. 8 grain-;  liquor  picis  carb.,  GO  minims;  soft 
paraffin  to  1 ounce. 

“ Hope.” — Albumen  in  the  urine  is  not 
“ common  in  growing  lads.”  Get  your 
panel  doctor  to  examine  it,  and  if  found  free, 
as  I should  expect,  then  don’t  worry  about 
your  present  symptoms,  nor  about  the 
effects  of  your  pa.st  habits,  which  will  pass 
away  if  you  continue  to  lead  a clean  life  ; and 
neither  drink  nor  smoke. 

“ Calderwood.” — It  is  not  easy  to 
diagnose  the  cause  of  the  ” itching  in  the 
throat  and  nose,  and  sometimes  in  the  roof 
of  the  mouth”  without  a personal  examina- 
tion. I therefore  advise  you  to  take  your 
mother  to  some  good  local  doctor.  Many 
thanks  for  your  expression  of  “ admiration 
for  our  answers  to  correspondents.” 

Ingrowing  Toe  Nail  (“  fee  This  is 
caused  bv  badly  fitting  l>oots  pressing  the 
toes  together  aii(d  by  cutting  the  nail  too 
much  at  the  edges.  It  can  be  relieved  by 
inserting  a cslired  of  clean  lint  soaked  in  a 
solution  of  boraoic  acid  between  the  fleshy 
part  of  the  toe  and  the  nail ; by  avoiding 
narrow-toed  boots,  and  by  cutting  the  nail 
square,  aiul  more  towards  its  middle  than  at 
the  sides. 

Neuritis  (”  H.  M.”). — By  a ‘ dumbness,” 
I presume  you  mean  a numbness — and  I 
agree  with  the  opinion  of  your  doctor  that 
* Time  is  your  only  cure  ” — at  fifty  yeais  of 
age.  Keep  on  with  the  treatment  the  doctor 
has  hitherto  prescribed,  and  do  not  depend 


too  much  upon  medicines  “strengthening 
your  leg” — that- can  only  come  from  good 
food  and  plenty  of  fresh  air,  healthy  exercise, 
and  good  habits  of  life. 

“ Bronchial.” — Compound  tincture  of 
camphor  and  spirits  of  camphor  are  quite 
different,  the  former  containing  a prepara- 
tion of  opium,  winch  acts  as  a sedative  for 
the  cough.  The  druggist  had  no  right  to 
substitute  spirits  of  camphor  for  compound 
tincture  of  camphor  in  the  prescription — 
though  be  might  object  to  use  the  latter, 
seeing  that  it  contains  opium,  nnd  the  effects 
of  the  two  are  very  different. 

Neuritis  (“  N.  P.  Nook.”  Hoolidale). — 
Neuritis  is  not  a thing  to  be  “ driven  away  ” 
by  the  use  of  some  specific  drug  or  treat- 
ment. It  is  a chronic  inflammation  of  tho 
sheath  of  a nerve  of  nerves — similar  to 
neuralgia.  It  is  generally  the  result  of  a 
special  cause — such  as  rheumatism, 
influenza,  or  other  illness — or  other  cause  of 
being  “ run  down.”  For  its  treatment 
patience  and  time  ore  required.  Rubbing  is 
often  more  harmful  tlum  helpful;  nnd  the 
lxist,  treatment  is  to  rest  the  affected  part  on 
a pillow — or  if  an  arm  in  a sling— and  apply 
flannel  or  cotton  wool,  and  if  the  pain  is  very 
severe  to  apply  hot  fomentations  until 
soothed.  At  the  same  time  take  n 10-grain 
tabloid  of  aspirin,  when  pain  is  severe,  and 
n 2-grnin  tabloid  of  quinine  three  times  a 
day  for  a week  at  a time,  stopping  for  n 
week,  and  resuming  for  another  week  if 
necessary.  But  at  lift.v-nine  rears  of  age 
neuritis  is  apt  to  be  rather  difficult  to  get 
lid  of. 

Neurasthenia  and  Muscular  Rheumatism. 
(“  W.  W.”).  — At  sixtv-six  years  of 
age  such  a condition,  coupled  with 
such  a state  of  mouth  as  to  prevent 
you  masticating  your  food  even  with 
your  artificial  teeth,,  may  well  make  you  do- 
pressed;  hut  surely  there  are  nourishing 

[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 
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SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


B 


['TOHERING.  — BRANCH  MANAGER  Wanted. 

State  age,  wage,  mid  experience  to  Co-opera- 
Society,  Mansfield, 


CHESHAM  Society  tliank  all  applicants  f< 
advertised  in  “ News."  Mr.  Wall: 
lias  been  appointed. 


*1  Sav 


CONFECTIONER  Wanted,  capable  of  turning  out 
high-class  goods;  must  be  experienced  in  all 
branches  of  Uie  trade. — Apply  by  letter,  stating  ago 
and  wages  required  to  Southixirt  Co-operative  Society, 

Ltd.,  55,  Botanic-road,  Southport'. 

ONFEf  TIONKItV  and  CAFE  MANAGERESS  Re- 
quired. — Applicants  to  slate  age,  experience,  nnd 
iges  required  to  the  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  21, 
Wide.inarsli-sl reel,  Hereford.  ' 


c 


DRAPERY  MANAGER.  Trade,  year  ending  June, 
£5,000;  membership,  1,150.  Good  opportunity 
for  man  experienced  in  general  drapery,- carpets,  and 
linoleums;  must  lie  keen  buyer  for  lines  mentioned, 
and  ea]xible  supervisor  of  millinery  department. 
N.U.C.O.  scale. — Apply,  stating  full  particulars  of 
experience,  age,  &c.,  C<i-operjtive  Society  flimited; 
Drighlir.gtcn,  near  Bradford,  not  Inter  than  Aug.  21st. 


DRAPERY. — Wanted,  a Drapery  MANAGER  and 
BUYER,  to  take  Charge  of  central  and  ten 
branches.  N.U.C.O.  wage  scale  paid. — Applications, 
stating  uge  and  full  particulars  of  experience,  with 
copies  of  at  least  two  recent  testimonials,  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Committee,  Doncaster  Mutual  Co- 
operative and  Industrial  Society  Ltd.,-  Juhn-street, 
Doncaster.  1 attest  date  for  receiving  applications, 
Wednesday,  August  23rd  (first  post). 

(I  ROGER  Y and  PROVISIONS.  — Wanted,  Smart 
IT  ASSISTANT,  well  up  both  counters;  N.U.D.A.W. 
scale  paid;  48-hour  week. — Apply,  not  later  tlian 
Tuesday,  August  22nd,  stilting  age  nnd  experience, 
together  with  testimonials  (copies  only),  to  tlie  Com- 
inittee.  Co-operative  Society,  Frome,  Somerset. 


THE  Committee  of  tho  Twecdside  Industrial  C'o. 

operative  Society  Limited  wish  to  thank  all 
applicants  for  the  position  of  General  Manager,  and 
beg  to  state  Hint  an  appointment  has  been  made.  _ 
ANTED,  a Capable  BREAD  BAKER,  to  take 
V?  charge  on  nights;  60  sacks  weekly;  dinw-jdirie 
ovens  and  mixer;  none  but  efficient  men  need 
apply. — NeUierfleld  Co-operative  Society,  Viotoria-joad, 
Ne.tlierfleld. 


W 


>kly. — Applications,  stating  ogei  experiiMice,  nn<l 
wages  required,  to  lie  sent  to  tlie  Cmiunittee,  Co- 

operative  Society  Ltd.,  Coleford,  near  Bath. 

\*7r ANTED,  fully-qu'aljflcd  MAN  to  act  as  Cashier 
* V and  Assistant  .Managing  Secretary.— Applica- 
tions. endorsed  “ Oosliier,"  enclosing  copies  of  refer- 
ences and  .giving  full  qualifications,  age,  experience, 
and  wages  expected,  to  be  lodged  with  tlie  Manager, 
Grangemouth  Co-operative  Society  Limited. 


WANTED,  for  the  General  Drapery,  LADY  to  take 
charge ; must  l>e  smart  nnd  up-to-date;  good 
window  dresser  essontiul. — Apply,  sluling  experience 
and  salary  required,  Olney  and  District  Co-operative 

Society,  Bucks.  

ANTED,  MALE  ASSISTANT,  to  take  charge  of 
Boot  and  Shoe  and  Productive  Departments, 
Central,  under  the  supervision  of  general  manager. 
Must  lie  a capable  salesman,  and  have  a thorough 
knowledge  of  tlie  productive  trade;  N.U.D.A.W.  scale 
of  wages  paid.— Applications  by  letter,  stating  age, 
particulars,  and  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials,  to 
be  sent  to  tlie  Secretary's  Office,  Twi-edside  Industrial 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  .Main-street,  Tweedmoutli, 
not  later  than  Wednesday,  August  23rd,  1922,  en- 
dorsed " Bool  Department." 

ANTED,  Experienced  BUTCHERS;  must  lie  firal- 
class  shopmen.— Apply  by  letter,  stating  age 
and  experience,  to  Butchery  Siib-C'ouiiniltee,  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Ltd.,  Frankfort-street,  Plymouth,  not  later 
than  first'  post,  Saturday,  August  26th,  endorsed 

" Butcher.” , > 

■'■TCTANTED,  First-class  MAN  for  Hairdresser's  De- 
VV  parbnient;  will  be  controlled  by  managing 
sec-retarj'  — Apply  (by  letter  only),  stating  ogo,  experi- 
ence, and  wage  required,  with  conies  of  testimonials, 
to  Gillingham  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  High-street, 
Gillingham,  Kent.  Applications  received  after  August 
26tli  will  not  lie  considered.  


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

ADVERTISER  (28)  seeks  iKisition  ns  Boot  Department 
MANAGER  with  progressive  society  in  or  near 
London,  or  large  town  in  Berkshire,  Bucks.,  Herts., 
Wiltshire.  Keen  salesman,-  good  stock-keeper,  expert 
window-dresser;  can  do  own  buying;  over  14  years’ 
experience,  including  previous  co-operative  experience; 
unimpeachable  references.  Present  employment,  man- 
ager multiple  firm,  but  desires  change.  This  is  an 
ellort  to  get  employed  where  initiative  nnd  efficiency 
are  not  retarded  but  encouraged. — Box  31,  “ Co-opera- 
tive News,"  Manchester. 


\DVERTISER  seeks  Re-engagement  as  BRANCH 
MANAGER  in  progressive  society;  11  years'  co- 
operative experience ; certificated  __in  bookkeeping  and 
salesmanship;  Southe:  " 

ferred.— Box  29,  “ Ni 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

foods  which  you  can  take  in  spile  of  this 
disability — such  as  milk  and  nol't  foods  and 
slops  generally.  My  advice  is  to  try  these 
for  a time,  or  until  your  “ tender  motflii  ” 
becomes  less  tender  and  more  tible  to  bear 
the  artificial  teeth  in.  At  a pinch  a man — 
or  woman — could  live  for  a whiL*  upon  such 
a diet  as  oatmeal  ivorridge  and  milk,  boiled 
bread  and  milk,  rice  puddings,  and 
other  such  puddings,  with  bread  find 
gravy,  mashed  potatoes,  or  other  vege- 
tables, by  “ ringing  the  changes,”  and 
without  teeth  at  all.  Besides,  loes  not 
Nature,  by  removing  our  teeth  at  sixty-nine 
years  of  age,  give  ns  a broad  hint  that  they 
are  no  longer  necessary,  nnd  that  our  food 
should  no  longer  be  the  kind  that  requires 
hard  chewing? 

Itching  at  Seat  (“  Penman  ”). — If  not 
due  to  worms,  as  you  seem  to  1»>. assured  of, 
this  may  be  due  to  a small  fissure,  or  crack, 
or  ulcer,  for  which  a small  operation  may  be 
necessary.  Ask  your  doctor  to  examine  you 
for  this.  If  nothing  be  found,  the  irrita- 
tion may  be  treated  by  the  application  of 
very  hot  water,  and  after  thoroughly  drying 
dabbing  on  pieces  of  rotton  wool  soaked  in 
oxide  of  zinc  lotion  or  glycerine  of  carbolic 
.acid. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS.  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  T.r  cry  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Stop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clarks, 
Dilke  Houso,  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.l. 

BAKER  and  Confectioner  seeks  Situation;  good  all- 
round baud,  pies,  slab,  pastries;  age  38 — Box 
32,  •'  Co-operative  News,”  Manchester. 


i?  AEER3.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
) I' ales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Baxfield,  General  Sccre- 
tary,  Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fect innere,  57,  Sydaey-Bfreet,  London,  S.W. 

ff  RO  WIONCBR  desires  Situation;  age  25  years,  single, 
X five  years  in  tlie  trade;  also  knowledge  of  liook- 
keepmg,  passed  R.S.A.  nnd  L.C.C.  senior  exams.;  good 
references.— Box  30,  " Co-op  -.rut ive  News,”  Manchester. 


SITUATION  Wanted  as  MANAGER,  BUYER,  or 
SALESMAN,  Furnishing  Department;  25  years’ 
practical  experience  furniture,  linos,  carpets,  ‘hard- 
ware, and  china;  highest  references;  good  window- 
dresser;  energetic;  hard  worker;  married;  distance 
no  object.— Bulky,  22,  Sunny  Bank,  Tibslielf, 
Derbyshire. 


APARTMENTS. 


DOUGLAS. — " Claremont,”  Loch  Promenade;  Pri. 

Hotel  and  Boarding  Eetob. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  " Claremont,''  Douglas.— Tarifl  from 
C.  N.  Chadwick.  Proprietor. 
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DOUGLAS.  I.O.M.— Miss  B.  Cau.ISTBR,  *.'  Endclille,” 
26,  Bucks-road,  (or  Comfortable  Apartments; 
book  early;  cable  curs  put  you  down  ul  the  door; 
established  over  forty  years. 

OUGLAS,  I.O.M.—  Mrs.  IfORKB,  late  of  Flixton  nnd 
main;  7 minutes  from  boat;  most  central;  homo 
ironi  home;  terms  moderate. — " SenclitT,"  6,  Ctiiirch-rd. 

DOUGLAS,  I.O.M.— Mrs.  TAYLOR  is  now  booking 
o ueon'ff ' 1,°n,e  C0lll^0r,s;  prettiest  part  of  Douglas.— 

DOUGLAS.— '•  AV°NDALE  ” PRIVATE  HOTEL; 

Central  Prom;  facing  sea;  excellent  cooking; 
comfort;  reasonable.— , I.  B&ARD. 


E°  Accomm  odat  ion  for  VISITORS; 

V illa  Morningside  ";  highly  recommended. — 
Write  ' Craiglca,"  c/o  Aitclieson,  390,  ^forningside-rd. 

TIDESVVELL,  NEAR  MILLERS  DALE. 

XTfSlTORS  to  Tideswell  and  Millers  Dale  in  parlies 
v of  20  or  100  should  apply  to  the  Tideswell  and 
District  Co-operative  Society,  Commercial-road,  Tides- 
well, , for  COLD  LUNCHES  und  TEAS.— For  terms, 
apply  to  the  Manager. 


ANTED. — All  Co-operative  Visitors  to  the  popu- 
V V Inr  Seaside  Resort  of  CLEETHOHPES  ore  in- 
vited to  dine  at  the  Grimsby  Society’s  Co-operative 
Cafe.  14.  High-street,  Clecthorpcs.  Quality;  Service; 
aad  Prices  to  suit  all.  Large  or  small  parties  catered 
for.  Close  to  station,  pier,  sands,  and  amusements. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


CO-OPERATORS,  SUPPORT  CO-OPERATORS.— 
“CYMRIC”  CONCERT  PARTY;  first-class 
nrtistes;  all  co-operators;  open  for  engagements, 
season  1922-23;  special  terms  to  movement. — Full  par- 
ticulars from  Secretary,  68,  Dukc-street,  Old  TrafTord, 
Manchester. 


MARGARET  MURCH, 

IN  WHOLE-EVENING  HUMOROUS  and  DRAMATIC 
HIGH-CLASS  RECITALS.  Singing  nnd  Pianoforte 
Interludes  by  Muriun  Mlircli.  Now  booking  autumn 
and  winter  crgogeiuents.  Wanted  week,  October  23rd, 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  district. — Higher  Brooks- 
Inne,  Street,  Somerset. 


EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES— NOTE. 

MBARITZ  OPERATIC  and  MUSICAL  GRAMO- 
s PHONE  LECTURES;  no  speaker  or  con- 
cert pariy  needed ; tlie  success  of  last  season ; all 
Records  in  English. — Terms  to  C.W.S.  Concert  Agency, 
Manchester. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.l'.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  K.  IliDUEiiD,  66,  Great  Prcscott-street,  London,  E.l. 

A SHOW  WITH  A BIG  REPUTATION. 

LL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMICS."  Always 


W 


. . . success.  Repertoire,  jcc.  Galas,  Fetes,  Garden 

Parties  fully  supplied;  terms  mod. — 15,  Warwlck-street 
Hulme,  Manchester.— Tel.  1163  Central. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


BOOT  AND  SHQE  REPAIRS.— Offers  Required  for 
Second-Hand  (No.  3)  POWER  COMBINATION 
FINISHING  MACHINE,  by  tlie  Standard  Engineering 
Machine  (’<>.;  capacity,  500  pairs  weekly;  in  working 
order;  view  by  appointment. — Co-operative  Society, 
Downing -street,  Manchester. 

CHARABANC,  28-“eater,  with  converted  lorry  body, 
FOR  SALE.  Ivin rier  4>  h.p.,  Tylor  engine,  new 
September,  1921,  perfect  condition;  offers  invited. — Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Middlestown,  near  Wukefbrid. 

CThaRABANC'  (30-seater)  for  SALE;  new  body  two 
j years  ago;  Doiuiis  40  li.-p.  chassis;  excellent 
condition;  highest  offer  over  £300  accepted;  real  bar- 
gain to  immediate  purchaser;  inspection  invited.— 
Offers  to  Co-operative  Society.  Langley  Mill,  near 
Nottingham. 

CO-OPERATIVE  MEMORIAL  BUILDING,  71,  KING- 
STREET,  TRA HESTON.  GLASGOW 
TO  LET,  HALLS  and  ROOMS  for  Co-operative 
Meetings,  &c.— Terms  mi  application  l»  Secretary, 
Scottish  Section  Office,  71,  King-street,  Tradestou, 
Glasgow. 

EVONSHIRE  CLOrrED  CREAM,  the  real  thing, 
famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  ou  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

1 .TREE.— POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
1 address;  also  particulars  of  money-making  spare 
time  agency.— E.  Ru'iifoko,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 

HOW  TO  CUT  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FIGURES  for 
making  attractive  window  displays;  patterns 
ar.d  method,  2s.  complete. —Primo  Co.  (Dept.  B.),  27, 
Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 

PIES.— We  are  now 
regular  supplies  during  tlie 
coming  s.nson.—  Prices,  Ac.,  on  application  to  the  Co- 
operative Society,  Melton  Mowbray. 

wb-TON  •**  Sfoneleigh  ” MOTOR  WAGGON  for 
SALE;  Daimler  engine;  covered-in  body;  in  first- 
class  running  order. — Apply,  Southport  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.,  35.  , Botanic-road,  Southport. 

WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
-NY  Till  SO  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINB 
at  the  beeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society's 
Rcetaura.  t. 

Quality  Is  Right  Prices  are  Right. 

Koto  the  Address:  ALBION  STREET. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manitpi„ 

TURING  FOCIETY  LIMITED.  UFi& 

Makers  <:  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES) 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (lor  Tail.* 
Departments).  °nc« 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 

Addr  Fulton  Street.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  r0  gjj 

New  Methods  in  Co-i 

FOUR  LECTURES 

ADMISSION  - - FREE 

The  Edacilionil  Committee  ol  the  Ro/j|  Arsenal  Cxipsm;,, 
Society  invilc  members  and  ih:  general  public  lo  a srriei  ol  Faj 
Leclurei  oa  " Nevr  Melhadi  in  Co-operauveOrsaniMUon,  " io^. 
delivered  at 

“ SHOHNELLS,"  Borstal  Heath,  Abbey  Wood,  S.E., 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  August  19th  and  20th,  1922. 

SalurJau,  Autusl  19 Ih.  al  3 p.m.— MR.  W.  B.  NEVILLE, 

“ Co-operat.on  and  International  Finance."  4l  7 o.m  ’ 
COUNCILLOR  T.  E.  WILLIAMS,  " Caopjraiisa  unife 
Multiple  Firm  Organisation.” 

Sunday,  August  20  h,  al  11  c.-n.— MR.  JOHN  DICKINSON 
‘^Co-operation  and  the  Press.” _ At  3 p.m.,  MR.  JOSEPH 


REEVES,  " Cvapcration  and  Publicity.” 


The  inclusive  te:  lor  bosrd  residence.  Siturdiy  tei 
brealdsst,  will  b:  15s. but  _s;avra<e  mull  will  b>  prjy 
follows  Dinner.  2s  6d.  Te»,  Is.  6J.  Tiriil  ineilr  provijei 
If  acrommodstian  is  required  kindly  telephone  Woolwich  131,  or 
send  a post  card  ta  the  Education d Sccre’.rry,  Co-optralive  Institute. 
Parson's  Hill,  Woolwich. 
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TH0S.  LISTfR  &Co.  Ltd., 

Valve  Mahers, 

Hydraulio  & Rpfrigerating  Engineers, 

Porsevenance  Works,  BRIGHOUSE, 


Patent 

Refrigerating 
Machinery 

Small  Plant), 

Suitable  lor 

Butchers, 
Game, 
Provision, 
and 

Poultry 
Dealers, 
Bacon  & Ham 
Curers, 
Dairies, 
&o. 

MECHANICAL  REFRIGERATION 

Temperature  is  always  uuder  easy  control,  aid  it 
maintained  above  oc  below  freezing  poiut, 
Cooling  Power  can  always  be  available. 

Hydraulic 
Presses 
Intenslfiers, 

Hydraulic  Valves 
and  Fittings. 

Contractors  to. 

Admiralty 
and 

War  Office.  L . 1 

Tcl.'fhaoe:  51,  Brighsus:.  Telegrams  " Lister.  Bri 
Cole:  A.B.C.  5th  Edition. 

Manchester  Royal  Exchange,  Pillar  12  B. 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOB  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-  OPERA.  TlVK 
BRA.ND  — 


MEN'S 

boots 


A GOARANTES 

OF  QUARlT* 
and- 


RIGFIT  LiVBOOB 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


AttGi'ST  19,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 

Hoy  is 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


li  yoi 
mat 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE  . 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Addreis:  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BAR  WELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  “LARIAT”  Boot  and  Shoe 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 

Registered  Office  17.  Middle  Hi  legate,  Stockpost 


CHESTER. 


Parlies  not  exceeding  9Q  catered  for  Luncheons 
* — and  Teas  at  the  - 


CO-OPEBATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOBEGATd  ST. 

Terms  on  application. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

t Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,”  "Eccles,"  “Climax."  aud  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System ; No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne- 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  - 


PORTABLE  OVENS 


Bakery  Depjkimekt  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 
PIONEERS. , PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Oftice:  K1NCSWAY  HOUSE  KINGSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Telephone : 

301  PETERBOROUGH. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for* 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


1 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ — Xs6e  Reliable  Jiome  3)yes.  — ■ 

DRUMMER 

IY Vr  C in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

A ■ iVJ  bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


* o 


Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEtNft 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTOf^. 

Makers  of  Edges'  "2)olly  SBlue"  <§•  "2>olly  Cream.' 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


£7  Os.  Od: 

T.H.TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

Establish  1887. 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BUBNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healer  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grandrcllts,  Flnmclctt.*, 
Silesias,  Liacncttes,  Lustres,  & Silketejn  Lininjt  ; 
also  oi  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pillar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3910. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

, FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyan  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
TKNJns.  Bowliso.  Cldcs  Golf.  Choqoet. 

Billiahds,  , Near  to  Konyon  Golf  Lluks. 

For  particulars  apply 

Mias  G.  Davies,  Manageress.  Culchoth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Oo-operativo  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 
Telephone  321  Leigh. 


Cambridge  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
The  Co-operative  Union  Limited, 

SOUTHERN  SECTION. 


PRELIMINARY  NOTICE. 

Week-End  School  at  Cambridge, 

From  FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  29th,  ic  SUNDAY.  OCTOBER 
1st  inclusive, 

PROGRAMME. 

FRIDAY.  SEPTEMBER  Nth.  at  7-30  p.n.-  MR.  R.  H1BBERD 
on  "WHAT  DO  WE  NEED?” 

SEPTEMBER  30th  and  OCTOBER  1 .(.-Three  Lectures  by 
MR.  FRED  BRAMLEY,  (o)  MUTUAL  AID  THE 
LAW  OF  PROGRESS.  (5)  EDUCATION  AND 
INDUSTRIAL  DEMOCRACY.  (c)  THE  PEACE 
TREATY  AND  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE. 

Visits  to  Colleges  and  Social  Gatherings. 

TERMS  FOR  LODGINGS  WILL  BE  MODERATE. 

Write  foY  Programme  to  Mr.  H.  BURTON.  Educational  Secretary 
73,  Burliegh  Street,  Cambridge. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract 

All  these  Hites  ars  equal  to  any  oj  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  & 
Trade  Unionists 


to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 


“Self-Help”  Br*,“'1  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD,  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Oloslng 
Twist,  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twist,  Ac.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops.  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  Sc  Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8.  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Wooilhousc  Mils,  HUDDE8SFIEID. 


Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


THE  DYES  THAT  LIVE. 


VIKING 

are  made  by  the  C.W.S.  at  Irlam 
A V — » . (or  co-operative  members. 


SEE  THE  RANGE  OF  COLOURS  AT  YOUR  STORE. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Goths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


t JAe-  Cocoa, 

tcel/i*  a.  C/iatm. 


ASK  FOR  IT  AT  THE 

COOPERATIVE 

STORE 


liUUSO 
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HUTHWAITE  HOSIERY 

IS  GOOD  HOSIERY  C.W.S. 


August  19,  1922 


c Journal  of. Associated  Industry) 


ADD  “SUTOX” 

to  your  MILK  PUDDINGS. 


HERE  ARE 
YOUR  STORES 

— stocked  with 

C.W.S.  GOODS; 

otherwise  they  canuot 
be  called  co-operative. 

Just  help  both  by 
asking  for  C.W  S. 

Goods. 


^wdiicXions 


[Continued  from  page  one.] 

matter  is  that  it  xvas  effected  with  ;i  97  per 
cent.  of  purchases  through  the  C'.W.S.  Evi- 
dently managerial  loyalty  to  the  centra! 
institution  is  ns  great  a factor  in  success  as 
individual  loyalty  to  the  store  on  the  part 
of  members. 


FISH  AND  FRUIT. 

Walk  den. 

The  Walkden  Society  has  a striking  record 
cf  C.W.S.  purchases  in  fish  and  fruit — these 
being  96  per  cent,  of  its  trade.  This"V*ven 
bents  Walkden’s  grocery  loyalty,  which  is 
95  per  cent  of  its  trade. 

It  has  just  declared  a dividend  of  2s.  to 
its  4,039  purchasing  members.  The  fish  and 
fruit  trade  for  the  past  sis  months  was 
£2,232,  and  the  fact  that  such  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  purchases  ns  96  per  rent,  was 
from  file  C.W.S.  is  a proof  of  what  can  be 
clone  with  loyalty  within  the  movement. 


FINE  FURNITURE 
RECORD. 

Shipj.ei’. 

The  Windhill  Society  continues  to  do  well, 
and  its  smallest  decrease  in  the  last  half  -year 
was  in  the  furnishing  department,  where  a 
trade  of  £4.666  was  done  with  '97  per  cent, 
of  the  stocks  from  co-oporative  sources. 

That  shows  what  can  l>e  done  to  keep  the 
C.W.S.  works  employed.  In  the  society's 
ready-made  tailoring  department  97  per 
cent,  is  from  co-operative  sources,  while  in 
the,  bespoke  section  il  lias  90  per  rent,  to 
its  credit.  AH  to  the  good  of  co--  [emlijii. 

*n.l  -fi  e Windhill  Sc- rely  i.*  , ..tying  ..,i\ 
u nensovf  dividend  of  2s.  2-1. 


YORKSHIRE  LOYALTY. 

Leeds. 

I learn  that  the  authorities  in  Call-lane 
are  -satisfied  that  societies  generally  axe 
maintaining  their  co-operative  Loyalty. 
Several  balance  sheets  published  in  this 
area  show  a fine  percentage  of  purchases 
from  the  C'.W.S. 


GMO&ERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  C.W.S.  always. 

d CONGRESS  SOAI*  is  one  of  the  best 
known  soaps — made  by  the  C.W.S.  for 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W.S.  flourish 
and  grow. 

O PORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
^ the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS  CATA- 
LOGUE from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  lor  daily  reference. 


Mr.  Russet  on  the  Bowling  Green. 


Mr.  Russet  is  always  the  popular  “SKIP"  in  the  ancient  British 
Game.  His  BIAS  is  to  be  nearer  the  MARK  than  his  opponents,  and 
the  WOOD  runs  truer  after  a cup  of  his  famous  “RUSSET”  TEA. 


C.W.S.  “RUSSET”  TEA 

The  “ Knutty  " Tea  with  the  “ Knotty  " Flavour. 

$d.  per  ^lb. 

ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORE  THIS  WEEK. 


“WHEATSHEAF”  FOOTBALL 
BOOTS  are  “THE  THING” 


SOLD  AT  ALL  STORES. 


MADE  IN  C.W.S.  FACTORIES  FOR  FOOTBALLERS  WHO  WANT  TO  WIN. 


Printed  and  Published  by  tho  Nanotut  Co-orsiumi  Pudlisuuio  SOCIBTT  Luutkd,  at  tbeir  Offlooa,  Long  Millgale,  Manchester.— Saturday,  August  19Ui,  1922. 
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MALIGNERS  OF  THE  C.W.S.— See  Page  5. 
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COCOA 
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i,  a CAV.S.  COCOA. 
Try  it— or 


COSO  OB  SILVER  BADGE. 


All  Good.  You  11 
like  one  or  all. 


IN  AH  TH|NCS  CHARITY  rj 

, £ Journal  of  Associated  Industry. 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 


PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 


FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  IHE  STORES. 


No.  2,674-  No.  174.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  August  26,  1922. 


the  viking  dyes. 


We  invite  those  who  have  used  Viking  Dyes 
(0  send  us  their  impressions  of  the  results. 
These  are  proving  so  popular  that  some 
interesting  essays  should  result  from  this 
invitation.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to 
Viking.'- care  of  C'.W.S.  Publicity  Department, 
118,  Corporation-street,  Manchester.  To  all 
who  respond  a copy  of  “ The  Producer  ” and 
•n  ijlustrated  pamphlet  on  “ The  Growth  of 
tbcCiW.S.  ” will  be  sent.  Letters  should  not 
be  longer  than  300  words,  and  should  be  sent 
later  than  Tuesday,  September  12th. 


GARDENS  BRILLIANTLY 
COLOURED  FOR  6s. 


IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT. 


: A Derby  correspondent  calls  attention  to 
Ibo  progress  that  is  being  made  by  the  Horti- 
CpUural  Department  of  the  CAV.S.  in  the 
development  of  its  trial  grounds  in  the 
Osmaston  Park-road  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town.  Derby  has  a good  record1  in  co-opera- 
tive annals.  It  supplied  two  directors  of  the 
C.W.S.  in  the  late  Mr.  Scotton  and  his  suc- 
tessor,  the  late  Mr.  Woodhouse.  Its  co-opera- 
tive society  is  enterprising ; one  of  its  Parlia- 
mentary representatives,  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas,  is 
a co-operator.  Next  week  we  shall  publish  an 
interesting  announcement  with  regard  to  the 
. polarisation  of  the  CAV.S.  Pioneer  Bull) 
(Mtection,  by  means  of  which  the  smallest  of 
gardens  may  have  a brilliant  display  of  colour 
in  the  Spring— and  all  for  Gs.  Orders  should 
be  given  to  the  local  society,  so  managers 
L should  takb  care  to  see  that  a copy  of  the 
■ C.W.S.  Bulb  Catalo  gue  is  viewable  at  all  their 
L branches. 

- . ■ 


FOR  THOSE  WHO  PLAY 
KICKING  THE  LEATHER. 


The  .football  season'  is  getting  very  near, 


and  the  CAV.S.  Sports  Department  is  pre 


, — 

1.  l®rinS  lor  g°ocl  business.  All  the  accessories 
of  the  game  can  there  be  obtained,  and  so  far 
m the  boots  are  concerned,  there  is  nothing 
1 belter  than  the 


“-WH EATSHEAF  ” 

football  boots. 


i Hi  y should  form  the  control  attraction  of 
every  ’o-operative  boot  and*  shoe  establish- 
ment during  September.  Such  a display  will 
proven  great  draw  to  the  local  footballers,  and 
°i>en  up  quite  a fine  line  of  business. 

■Boot  and  shoe  manager's  should  send  a post- 
_ [Continued  on  page  fifteen.] 


WHY  RAIL 


Against  the  Concerns  that 
Prolit  out  of  the  People  if 
you  put  your  Life  and  Fire 
Insurances  their  way  ? 


^-operative  Insurance 
Society  Limited, 


IHH,  Corporation  St,.  Manchester,  and 
59,  Morrison  St.,  Glasgow, 

is  THE  OFFICE 
•••  FOR  YOU.  :: 


Ask  for  particulars  of  Beat 
ohcies  at  Lowest  Premiums. 


C poslcar<!  for  address  of  nearest 

"if.  ' few"  y0,,r  S,0r'  S“,e' 


L 
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IS  THERE  A TRADE  LEAKAGE? 


ILLUMINATING  FIGURES  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


SALES  OF  £218,780,384  NOT  ENOUGH. 


PERTINENT  QUESTIONS. 


What  is  the  need  of  the  hour  ? 

The  question,  so  far  as  the  world  generally 
is  concerned,  is  the  maintenance  of  peace  and 
the  development  of  an  international  atmos- 
phere which  will-  keep  the  dogs  of  war  chained 
up  for  all  time,  or  better  still  asphyxiate  them.. 
“ Easily  said,”  says  one.  Just  so,  but  given 
the  right  men  at  the  head  of  affairs  it  should 
be  no  more  difficult  to  do  it. 

Apply  the  question  to  the  co-operative 
movement,  and  what  is  the  answer  ? 

One  who  has  long  occupied  a prominent 
place  in  the  movement,  in  the  course  of  con- 
versation on  Saturday,  said  that  what  was 
wanted  above  all  else  at  the  moment  was 
trade. 

“ Unless  we  get  this,"  he  went  on, 
“ and  get  it  quickly,  the  day  when  the 
movement  can  say  it  has  fulfilled  ito 
mission  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. ” 

That  was  not  word  for  word  what  he  said  ; 
his  language  was  much  more' explicit ; but  it 
will  serve  to  show  the  seriousness  with  which 
lie  viewed  the  immediate  future. 

What  have  the  Wholesale  Societies  to  say  ? 
Are  the  retail  societies  in  a position  to  exclaim 
''It  is  not  us,  it  is  the  other  fellow  ! ” Do 
the  departmental  heads  employed  by  the 
federal  institutions  keep  their  eyes  on  the 
prices  of  outside  firms,  and  approximate  their 
own  ? The  same  remark  is  applicable  to 
managers  of  retail  societies.  Directors  of  the 
Wholesale  Societies  say  that  dividend  is  not 
with  them  the  firatj  consideration,  they  let  the 
retail  societies  have  the  gbods  as  cheaply  as 
possible,'  and  the  surpluses  well  (if  there  is  any) 
at  the  end  of  a well-defined  period. 

Opinion  generally  will  be  on  the  side  of  the 
C.W.S.  and  S.C.W.S.  directors.  Are  the  dis- 
tributive societies  adopting  a similar  policy, 
or  are  they  increasing  their  prices  to  provide 
for  a dividend  ? Do  they  take  too  much  out 
of  a pot  of  jam  or  a sack  of  flour  bought  from 
the  Wholesale  Societies  ? 

The  chairman  of  a well-known  society,  on 
Saturday,  made  the  statement  that  if  there 
was  no  dividend  there  Would  be  no  co-operative 
movement.  1 Is  ho  correct  ? The  writer  ven- 
tures to  say  he  is  not.  At  any  rate,  he  holds 
the  belief  that  a society  well  managed  and. 
paying  no  dividend  'should  he  able  to  knock 
the  private  trader  into  the  proverbial  cocked 
hat ; and  it  will  take  more  than  one  president 
to  convince  him  that  co-operative  societies 
are  losing  trade — if  that  is  an  established  fact — ■" 
because  their  prices  arc-lower  and  their  goods 
are  inferior  in  quality  to  those  sold  by  private 
traders. 

Mr,  G.  A.  M'Ewen  (secretary  of  the  successful 
Stockton  Society),  whose  opinions  are  always 
well  worthy  of  consideration,  in  a conference 
paper,  says  ” the  competition  of  price,  quality, 
and  service  is  a challenge  to  our  organisation.” 
He  goes  on  to  say 

"It  should  not  be  possible  to  purchase 
cheaper  at  a private  shop  than  from  the 
co-operative  society." 


Whatever  margin  remains  for.  disposal, 
after  meeting  all  expenses,  should  be,  says 
Mr.  M'Ewen,  the  real  economic  advantage  of 
co-operative  trade. 

It  may  be  that  all  members  of  a co-operative 
society  are  not  as  loyal  as  they  might- bey  even 
allowing  for  the  difficult  times  through  which 
they  aro  passing.  But  one  cannot  get  beyond 
the  fact  that,  they  have  to  live,  and  it  should 


[Continued  at  foot  of  fourth  column,] 


SCOTIA’S  LEAD. 


"A  Review  of  the  Annual  Co-operative 
Statistics  for  the  Year  1921,”  just  published 
by  the  Co-operative  Union,  has  some  hearing 
on  the  need  for  a trade  campaign  in  the 
movement. 

The  fall  in  prices  must  necessarily  affect  the 
“ purchases  per  member  ” column,  but  even 
making  generous  allowance  for  this,  and  taking 
into  consideration  that  some  societies  have 
and  other  societies  have  not  open  member- 
ship, surely  the  position  cannot  he  regarded 
as  satisfactory  when  the  average  purchases 
per  member  in  some  parts  of  the  country  is 
considerably  less  than  £1  per  week. 

The  statistics  show  that  the  trade,  dorife  in 
the  South-Western  Section  last  year  was 
£6,743,285,  or  per  member  £34'47.  The 
Southern  Section  comes  out  of  the  analysis  a 
little  bettor  (£35-90),  and  the  Scottish  (£70'44) 
the  best  of  all  the  eight  sections  into  which 
the  movement  is  divided  for  administfhtive 


purposes. 

Perhaps  a comparison  between  the  Southern 
and  the  South-Western  and  the  Scottish  Sec- 
tion is  hardly  a fair  one,  seeing  that  the  Scottish 


LOOK  OUT 1 
LOOK  OUT! 
LOOK  OUT! 
NEXT  WEEK! 
NEXT  WEEK! 
NEXT  WEEK! 


OUR  NEW  SERIAL: 

• o :d  !>■• 

THE  STORY  OF  A STRONG  MAN 

Will  begin  in  Next  Week’s  **  News.” 

Don’t  Miss  the  Gpaning  Chapters! 


covers  an  area  “much  more  industrial  than 
cither  of  the  other  two.  But  even  in  the  North- 
Western,  which  probably  approximates  more 
to  the  Scottish,  the  trade  done  in  1921  only 
averages  £44'47  per  membe, . 

A household  whose  purchn  ..\s  at  the  stores 
do  not  average  at  least  £1  a week  must  have 
very  good  reasons  for  its  apparent  lack  of 
loyalty.  Open  membership  may  be  a l)ig  con- 
tributory factor.  Allowing  for  this,  a society 
should  examine  itself  and  see  whether  the  low 
average  is  due  to  its  prices,  service,  or  to  a 
lack  of  propaganda.  People  do  not  throw 
facilities  for  advantageous  buying  lightly  on 
one  side  these  days.  Societies  draw  their  sup- 
plies largely  from  one  or  two  sources  (the 
Wholesale  Societies  and  the  productive  socie- 
ties); and- if  the  Scottish  co-operators-  can 
build  up  sound  constitutions  on  co-operatively- 
produced* food,  it  seems  a reasonable  proposi- 
tion that  co-operators  in  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom  would  not  suddenly  become  weak- 
kneed  if ‘’they  increased  their  loyalty  to.  co- 
operative productions?'  to  something  like/ the 
same  proportions) 

The  trade.of.  the  retail  societies,  in  view 
of  a membership  of  4, 548,551,  should  be 
far  more  than  £218,780,384. 

It  should  be  increased  by  millions,  and  given 
t he  will  the  way  is  easy. 


BETTER  BUSINESS  OR— 


Mr.  W.  Lander  (C.W.S.  diiecLor), -speak- 
ing at  the  Midland  Section  annual  demon- 
stration at  Nottingham,  tin  Saturday,  made 
on  earnest  appeal  for  more  trade  He  had 
had  some  forty  -years’  experience,  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  and  could  not  remember 
the  time  when  the  movement  suffered  so 
badly  as  it  did  now  because  of  the  lack  of 
trade. 

Proceeding,  he  stilted  that  though  he  was 
not  usually  a pessimist,  lie  was  bound  to  say 
that  lie  could  not  see  any  silver  fining  in  the 
dark  cloud  which  enveloped  the  trade  of  the 
country  at  the  present  time  How  could 
there  be  a silver  lining  when  nations  were  so 
unsettled,  and  exchanges  were  in  the  state 
they  were? 

If  politicians  would  sot  out  of  the  way 
and  let  cemmen-ssnse  business  men  deal 
with  matters,  there  might  be  a chance  of 
the  country  getting  over  its  difficulties  in 
the  near  future. 


He  went  on  to  slate  that  a huge  combina- 
tion was  being  termed,  embracing  many  of 
the  great  companies  in  the. country,  for  the 


purpose  of  breaking  down  co-operation,  fdo 
ieraters  to  . see  tbaj 


wanted  co-operators  to  see  that  it  got  i 
assistance  from  them,  and  the  best  way  they 
could  thwart  it's  intentions  was  by  passing 
all  their  Inkle  into  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. If  that  exhibition  had  that  effect  its 
object  would  be  achieved. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Wc r ley  (secretary,  Co-operative 
Production  Federation)  indicated  how  the 
appeal  made  by  Mi  . Lander  could  be  met. 
‘ Let  us  be  detei  ini  red.”  lie  said,  " to  clothe 
ourselves  and  feed  ourselves  with  produc- 
tions the  outcome  of  co-cperative  activity." 
In  tliat  way  increased  trade  would  come  .to 
the  movement  without  even  extending  its 
membership. 

The  chairman  (.Air.  J.  Millington)  also 
urged  increased  loyalty  on  t lie  part  of  the 
members  to  the  store  and  the  store  to  the 
C.W.S.  and  productive  societies. 


WHAT  ABOUT  INSTALMENTS? 


(To^tiie  Editor,  "Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir, — As  a “ woman  with  the  basket,” 

I was  glad  to  see  the  recent  article  oil 
" Instalment  Trading.” 

I was  wondering  when  somebody  was 
going  to  wake  up  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
working-class  housewife.  We  are  forced  to 
buy  our  things  by  instalments.  We  should 
never  have  anything  if  we  didn't,  ns  it  is 
quite  impossible,  with  wages  so  low,  to  get 
any  sum  of  money  together  to  buy  other- 
wise. Take  for  instance  coal.  I was  in  a 
coal  club  paying  half-a-crown  a week,  but 
they  sent  me  such  rubbish  that  at  last  I 
was  able  to  get  free  of  the  agent,  and  now 
buy  lcwt.  a week  from  tile  co-operative 
store  instead;  but  the  agent  still  calls  to 
know  when  I am  going  to  order  sfmie 
more.  As  regards  sheets,  blankets,  Ac.,  I 
send  away  to  n private  firm,  who  allow  suffi- 
cient credit. 

I have  tried  to  get  new  members  among 
even  the  poorer  class,  but  they  say  at  onto: 

" Well,  Mr.  Fo-nr.d-So  will  trust  me  till  I 
get  my  wages,  but  the  stores  won’t."  and 
so  they  would  rather  deal  with  the  small 
grocer.'  I think  -this  is  a matter  which 
should  be  gone  into. — Yoiits,  &c.,  * 

V.  G.  Kent.  - ** 
19,  Brigadier-avenue,  Enfield.  i00.- 


[Continued  from  second  column  ] 

be  just  as  easy,  it  not  easier,  for  them  to  do 
that  with  the  help  of  the  co-operative  society 
as  it  is  with  the  assistance  of  the  private 
trader. 

The  dogs  of  war  cannot  live  in  the  wrong 
atmosphere.  Neither  should  members  of 
co-operative  societies  be  expected  to  be  loyal 
when  committees  and  officials  make  it  so  easy 
for  them  to  be  disloyal. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


SHAKING  DOWN  TOGETHER. 

CAMPING  LADS  WHO  TAUGHT  US  A VALUABLE 

LESSON. 


A BLOW  AT  “CLASS  WAli”  NONSENSE 


By  GEORGE  A.  GREENWOOD  (Author  of  “England  To-day”). 


TRADE  UNIONS  FALL  SHORT. 

CO-OPERATIVE  ORGANISATION  THE  KEY 

TO  PROSPERITY. 


PRACTICE  AS  WELL  AS  PRECEPT  WANTED 

By  CHARLES  R.  GILL  (Bristol  Miners’  Agent). 


Up  to  t ho  present,  the  co-operative  move; 
mont  has  been  singularly  and  most  blessedly 
free  from  any  action  of  the  obvious  doctrine 
of  the  class  war.  It  is,  I think , because  the 
movement  finds  a place  not  only  for  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Smith,  of  Greek-strcot,  Puddle- 
town,  but  also  for  such  people  jus  the  lato 
Bishop  Hicks,  of  Lincoln;  and  Lord  and  Lady 
Astor,  as  well  as  ovorybody  coming  within 
those  two  widely  separated  categories  who  has 
cared  to  join,  that  it  has  succeeded  to  such  an 
astonishing  degree,  and  that  it  has  won  quite 
universal  self-respect. 

But  some  other  democratic  movements  have 
not  been  quite  so  broad-minded.  Not  for  a 
moment  would  I suggest  that  there  is  anything 
approaching  an  organised  class  war  in  Eng- 
land, but  I am  perfectly  suro  that  there  arc  a 
number  of  people  who,  acclaiming  the  doctrind 
in  theory,  would  like  to  see  one.  Te  encourage 
the  co-operative  movement  in  its  broad  and 
sane  policy  of  “ the  open  door,”  and  to  demon- 
strate the  folly  of  tho  exponents  of  an  un- 
pleasant notion  absolutely  foreign  to  English 
ideas,  I propose  in  this  article  to  tell  some- 
thing of  that  remarkable  social  experiment 
which  was  made  a week  or  two  ago  at  Little- 
stone  Aerodrome.  New  Romney,  on  the 
Kentish  coast.  There,  for  eight  days,  200 
lads  hailing  from  British  factories,  and  200 
from  British  public  schools,  lived  together  in 
that  easy  fraternisation,  which  we  aro  told, 
was  characteristic  of  the  trenches.  The  class 
war  men  may  not  liko  mo  to  say  it,  but  there 
it  is — the  lads,  from  surroundings  so  greatly 
asunder,  got  on  amazingly  well  together,  and 
the  camp  was,  as  far  as  one  can  toll,,  a triumph- 
ant success. 

The  Fraternity  of  ".Footer." 

It  was  arranged  by  tho  Industrial  Wolfaro 
Society,  an  organisation  composed  of  en- 
lightened employers  and  representative  trade 
union  officials  and  Labour  leaders,  which  seeks 
to  humanise  our  vast,  impersonal,  industrial 
machine,  and  it  came  about  in  this  way.  A 
year  or  two  ago,  some  of  tho  lads  employed  in 
South  .Wales  factories  whose  employers  had 
instituted  welfare  schemes,  asked  the  Society 
if  they  would  arrange  for  them  a visit  to 
London.  This  was  done,  and,  ns  the  visitors 
were  keen  footer  players,  a match  between 
tho  workers  and  the  Westminster  School  team 
was  also  fixed  up.  At  that  match  everything 
passed  off  wonderfully  well.  Westminster 
School  (cam  is  reputed  to  be  one  of  tho  elo-anest 
players  in  existence,  but  (and  one  says  it  with 
justifiable  pride)  the  Welsh  working  lads 
were  not  one  whit  behind  in  their  capacity 
for  " playing  the  game,”  and  not  once  during 
the  whole- of coruoon  did  -he  referee's  whistle 
blow  for  a foul. 

A woilthy  and  distinguished  onlooker  at 
this  vcm&rk&blo  match  was  so  impressed 
•vitli  its  success,  and  tho  possibilities  in  tho 
development  of  tho  idea,  that  ho  at  onco 
offered  to  place  at  tho  disposal  of  tho  Duko 
of  York— who  is  the  very  active  president  of 
tho  Industrial  Welfare  , Society— a sum  of 
money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a joint  camp. 
The  Duke  deligh'.o.dly  accepted  the  generous 
offer,  and  took  a prominent  part  in  the  arrange- 
ments for  t he  camp.  Absence  from  England 
prevented  my -going  down  to  Now  Romney, 
but  on  my  return,  I did  the  next,  best  thing— 

I wont  to  see  Mr.  Robert.  R.  Hyde  (director 
of  the  Society),  who,  with  Commander  Coote, 
was  responsible  for  the  camp,  and  who  knows 
as  much  about  tho  boy  and  his  psychology  as 
any  living  man. 

Mr.  Ilydo  was  ready  enough  to  talk  of  tho 
extraordinary  success  that  attended  tho 
experiment.  All  the  boys,  bo  explained 
(those  from  the  workshops  camo  from  Glasgow, 
Leeds,  .Sheffield,  and  South  Wales),  were  first, 
entertained  to  lunch  by  tho  Duke  of  York  at 
Buckingham  Palace.  On  arrival  at  the  camp 
they  were  split  up  into  twenty  sections  each, 
of  ten  from  the  factories  and  ten  from  tho 
public  schools,  with  a leader  who  was  an, ex- 
soldier  or  an  ox-sailor. 

Breaking  the  Ice— and  the  Plates! 

Rather  naturally,”  be  said,  “ there  was 
at  first  a certain  stiffness  on  both  sides,  blit 
it  very  quickly  wore  off.  The  ico  was  broken, 

I should  say,  at  the  first,  meal,  when  one  of  the 
lads— they  all  took  turn  in  waiting — dropped 
a heap  of  plates  ! Everybody  looked  at  his 
neighbour,  grinned,  and  tho  rest  was  quito 
easy  sailing.  No  artificial  means  to  get  the 


lads  to  fraternise  were  adopted.  They  were 
permitted  to  make  their  own  friendships  and 
associations,  and  they  did  it  all  right.  Nor 
did  wo  make  any  effort  obviously  and  osten- 
tatiously to  1 mix  ’ them.  In  the  dormitories, 
for  example,  which  accommodated  about 
eighty  each,  wo  did  not  put  alternately  public 
schoolboy  and  factory  boy.  That  would  have 
been  too  obvious.  Wo  placed  them  alpha- 
betically, so  that  wherever  the  variation  came, 
it  was  accidental.” 

In  eating,  sleeping,  bathing,  playing,  and 
lunching  together,  all  barriers  were  indeod, 
broken  down.  Soon,  I am  told,  every  lad  had 
a nickname.  There  was  talk  about  sport, 
books,  and  other  things  that  interest  lads — 
in  fact,  about  everything  almost  but  class.  It 
was  bad  form  to  note,  much  less  refer  to,  such 
distinctions  i but  many  a little  incident 
occurred  which,  without  any  suggestion  of 
organisation,  or  a breach  of  this  unwritten 
law  of  good  maimers,  helped  to  put  the  other 
fellow’s  view.  For  example,  in  tire  evenings, 
lectures  were  given,  concerts  took  place,  and 
there  wore  cinema  exhibits.  One  film  which 
attracted  a great  deal  of  attention  showed 
that  prodigious  engineering  fcat^-the  con- 
struction of  the  Panama  Canal.  At  one  point, 
a youth  was  shown  working  on  a beam  at 
what  appeared  to  he  a perilous  height  and 
angle. 

“ Phew,”  ejaculated  a public  schoolboy, 
watching  entranced  ; “a  pretty  rotten  job 
that,  I should  say.” 

“ Aeh,”  replied  a brawny  Clydeside  lad  ; 
“ a’  tell  ye  man  that’s  nothing.  A’ll  be  doing 
that  nearly  every  day.” 

A trifling  incident,  it  is  true,  on  the  face  of 
it,  hut  surely  conveying  as  much,  if  not  more, 
than  any  volume  could  possibly  have  done 
to  the  one  whose  path  has  been  through 
pleasant  places. 

Enduring  Friendships. 

In  a score  of  other  ways,  contact  aroused 
interest,  sympathy,  friendship,  and  in  some 
cases,  it  reunited  pals  who  had  met  at  similar, 
but  much  smaller,  gatherings  last  year.  The 
Industrial  Welfare  Society  pursuing  their 
caution  against  turning  the  whole  thing  into 
a palpably  organised  “ stunt,”  do  not  make 
any  effort  to  follow  up  these  individual  friend- 
ships, but  it  is  known  that  lads  from  work- 
shops and  lads  from  the  public  schools  are 
corresponding ; that  they  are  exchanging 
hospitality  ; that  something  enduring  is  really 
coming  out  of  it  all. 

It  is  really  only  another  form  of  co-opera- 
tion— co-operation  applied  to  the  social, 
instead  of  the  purely  industrial,  sphere.  I 
know  the  British  Bolsheviks  will  deride  this 
experiment.  Well,  let  them.  Tho  vast 
majority  of  Englishmen  will,  I am  certain, 
regard  it  as  a far  better  means  of  obliterating 
class  than  the  dreadful  tactics  adopted  in 
Russia.  “ I hato  tho  masses — though  of 
'eourse  I ought  not  to  say  it  to  you,”  remarked 
:ohe  whom  tho  world  would  call  a “ lady  ” to 
the  writer,  tho  other  day.  She,  poor  ignorant 
soul,  and  thoso  liko  her,  will  also  grind  their 
teeth  at  the  miracle  of  Littles  tone.  But 
sensible  people  on  all  sides  who  believe  in  what 
Sir  William  Watson  so  finely  calls  “ tho 
essential  oneness  of  Mankind,”  will  rejoice  in 
it,  for  it  is  a finger-post  showing  us  clearly 
the  way  to  the  establishment  of  what  I have 
termed  elsewhere,  a communal  humanity. 
Littlestono  may  yet  prove  a landmark  in  tho 
history  of  our  timo. 


“ Alpha  " points  out  that  we  have  un- 
employment amongst  our  members  to  a 
degree  never  before  experienced,  and  in 
addition  reduced  wages  and  high  rates  of 
rent  and  taxation.  Our  members  cannot 
therefore  spend  at  our  stores  as  they  have 
done  in  recent  years!,  with  the  result  that 
sales  are  down  and  expenses  are  up. 

A " point  for  our  hoard-room  ’’  is:  Why 
chastise,  censure,  castigate,  or  dismiss  and 
throw  on  the  sera pdienp.  managers  who  do 
not  make  dividend,  bej^yise  they  cannot  on 
account  of  the  exceptionally  high  expenses 
over  which  they  have  little  or  no  control ? 
Are  committees  justified  in  the  slightest 
degree  in  dispensing  with  the  services  of 
faithful,  energetic,1  and  efficient  officials  of 
long-proved  ability  because  in  times  of 
stress  and  almost  insurmountable  difficul- 
ties (in  most  cases  created  by  tire  commit- 
tees themselves)  they  have  failed  to  " draw 
blood  from  n stone  " because  they  cannot 
produce  " divi,"  the  god  and  goal  of  many 
co-operative  committees. 

At  the  present  time  I understand  there 
are  six  managers  who  are  on  notice,  or 


Recriminations  will  not  avail ; hut  honest 
acknowledgment  of  past  failures  must  be 
indulged  in  with  a view  of  finding  the  actual 
causes  of  such  failures,  and  of  finding  a com- 
mon ground,  with  identical  interests  for  the 
future. 

Much  has  been  written  of  the  revolution  of 
industry  ; and  of  tho  supplanting  of  manual 
labour  by  machinery.  But  there  has  never 
been  suoh  an  industrial  revolution  as  that 
which  has  taken  _placo  since  the  armistice. 
Betrayals  of  the  workors  by  the  Government 
seems  to  have  been  the  order  of  the  day.  I 
remember  the  speech  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George  at 
the  Trade  Unions  Congress  at  Bristol  in  1915, 
when  ho  drew  from  tho  delegates  a promise 
to  render  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  to 
help  prosecute  tho  war  to  a successful  issue. 
By  his  promising  thorn,  and  pledging  the 
Government,  to  see  that  this  should  bo  a war 
to  end  war,  and  that  when  over,  all  trade 
union  customs  and  conditions,  foregone  for 
the  sake  of  assisting  the  Government,  should 
bo  restored. 

As  citizens  we  know  how  far  it  has  been  a 
war  to  end  war. 

As  trade  unionists  we  know  how  far  the  other 
promises  have  been  carried  out. 

In  times  of  necessity,  when  the  trade  union 
movement  held  tho  key  to  the  international 
situation  as  far  as  war  was  concerned,  we  wero 
asked  to  sink  our  differences  for  tho  one 
common  object,  and  although  profiteering  was 
rampant  both  with  trading  companies  and  the 
Government,  the  workers  when  endeavouring 
to  better  their  conditions  socially  and  econo- 
mically, wero  fed  on  commissions. 

The  Sankey  Commission  for  the  miners.  The 
Holman  Gregory  Commission  for  the  injured 
workman,  and  many  others.  The  Govern- 
ment’s answer  to  the  findings  of  them  being  : 
“ It  is  true  we  appointed  these  commissions, 
but  we  did  not  promise  to  accept  their  find- 
ings.” Betrayals  of  the  bitterest  character. 

And  as  workers  we  failed  to  recognise  that 
this  was  part  of  a plot,  engineered  by  organised 
capital,  and  put  into  operation  by  the  Coali- 
tion Government,  with  a definite  object  of 
disorganising  the  trade  union  movement. 

And  as  workers,  we  also  failed  to  see  tho 
necessity  of  being  as . closely  allied  to  each 
other  as  wero  the  capitalistic  and  employing 
classes. 

No  question  of  differentiation  of  industries 
split  them.  No  thought  of  whether  it  was 
hewing  of  coal,  working  a lathe,  riding  on  the 
footplate,  or  bushelling  of  corn,  disturbed 
their  peace  of  mind.  Their  one  object  was, 
and  has  been,  to  smash  the  power  of  organised 
labour,  and  to  hinder  and  prevent  labour  from 
coming  into  its  own,  as  outlined  in  that  Coali- 
tion speech  of  Mi-.  Lloyd  George,  on  March 
23rd,  1921.  And  because  of  this  want  of 
sense  of  responsibility  to  each  other  we  failed 
on  Black  Friday,  April  15th,  1921. 

Many  other  reasons  have  been  given  for  that 
failure,  but  that  and  because  tho  interests 
of  the  component  parts  of  organised  labour  were 
not  identical  at  the  particular  moment  were 
the  real  causes  of  our  failure. 

That  wo  did  fail,  and  havo  been  lamentably 
failing  over  since,  no  ono  will  question. 

That  wo  shall  rise  again,  re-organised,  and 
stronger  than  ever,  I do  not  doubt.  But  that 
resurrection  can  only  take  place  when  we 
realise  that  tho  whole  forces  of  democracy  are 
interdependent  on  each  other. 

Our  trade  union  movement  must  be  used  in  ' 
the  future  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  what 
privileges  wo  have  secured,  and  for  the  correct 


have  been  paid  off,  solely  for  the  above 
reason.  Men  of  irreproachable  character 
and  indubitable  ability  have  been  sacrificed 
upon  the  altar  of  capitalistic  committee- 
men. As  I come  in  close  contact  and  hear 
the  opinions  of  many  managers,  both 
general  and  departmental,  I am  cognisant 
of  considerable  uurest  and  disquietude  anti 
a feeling  that  ordinary  reasoning  and 
common-sense  are  " points  ” that  are 
lacking  in  many  co-operative  committee- 
rooms.  Officials  desire  and  only  ask  for 
fair-play,  a careful  consideration  from  a 
true  perspective  of  local  and  general  con- 
ditions, a sweet  reasonableness  in  judg- 
ment and  decision,  a co-operation  of  to- 
operators  and  a mutual  working  together. 

These  are  strenuous  days  for  all.  Every 
man  must  do  his  duty,  and  from  what  I 
know,  of  northern  managers  every  man 
jack  of  tl^em  is  ever  doing  it.  May  com- 
mittees and  officials  join  nenrt  to  heart, 
lend  mind  to  mind,  work  hand  in  hand,  and 
the  dense  clouds  of  depression  and  'despon- 
dency which  overshadows  many  soo.ieties 
will  be  dispelled.  " Omega.” 


POINTS  FOR  THE  BOARDROOM. 


administration  of  the  same.  But  al»  I 
must  bo  used  for  educational.  more 
pulsorv,  purposc-s.  For  the  > 

ting  our  members  to  the  fact  that 

economic,  and  industrial  syst,..,„. 
for  its  fruits  the  results  as'at  pr^nti!! 
internationally,  must  be  abolished.  ***• 

Our  co-operative  movement  must  l 
as  the  expression  of  the  new  industrial 
that  international  system  of  pr«hi0^A 
distribution  for  the  producer's  and  diariJS 
and  not  for  the  idle  few:  that  -'ystem 
tcrnational  brotherhood,  which  shall  d0  * 
for  the  realisation  of  the  _\0  .More  fc 
Campaign  ” than  all  the  oratory  from  • 
dividuals,  who  on  the  next  day 
announco  that  £2,000,000  a year ’is  to! 
spent  on. a war  air  fleet. 

And  what  can  wc  do  as  trade  unionist*^ 
co-operators  to  help  forward  the  realisatW 
our  ideas  ? Organise  effectively  j„  0Uf  ^ 
unions.  Then  spend  effectiv.  lv  in  our  * 
co-operative  movement.  There"  may  k 
defects  in  the  movement  as  at  present- 
pressed  in  some  societies.  Our  business, 
trade  unionists  is  to  get  inside  the  mono* 
and  remedy  these  defects,  and  nut  crousefi® 
outside. 

The  present  membership  of  i lie  eoopenS 
movement  is  approximately  four-and-a-h 
millions,  with  a trade  of  £404.«  mO.iXMJ ; ; itnfc 
which  could  be  easily  double  I by  the  sra 
loyalty  of  the  present  members,' and  3 
then  equal  £808,000,000.  , 

There  are  over  twelve  million  vr«U 
registered  under  the  Unemployment  Insuna» 
Act,  or  about  three  times  th  ■ number  da 
operative  members.  Thu  whole  ol  lb 
workere  spending  in  their  own  uiuvemeola 
the  above  average,  would  yiw  a trade  d 
£2,424,000,000  a year.  At  p" ••■•nt  thcaaa 
ment  employs  about  200,000  prisons,  and 
in  wages  and  salaries  about  ioi'.iMHi.i.N'djni 

On  the  same  basis  of  calculation  tkisirwll 
mean  a trade  of  £2,424, OOO.Oui  > cmplojna 
by  the  workere  of  1,200,000  pm  sons;  a ns 
and  salary  hill  of  £ 180,000,'  mu  a year,  Jib 
to  this  the  membership  and  trade  of  the  Inf 
number  of  non-manual  work.*  s who  are  d ' 
insured,  but  for  whom  the  co-operative  Mil 
ment  also  holds  out  salvation,  and  you  fan 
an  organisation  which  could  lead,  and  oo- 
mand  attention,  instead  of  having  to  ctff 
and  follow-  as  to-day. 

Our  political  movement  nu;-t  bo  usd  I 
protect  the  workere  as  far  ■-  our  pwb 
industrial  activities  are*  concerned.  And  If 
increasing  our  political  activities  render h 
impossible  for  the  political  parties 
by  the  capitalistic  movement  to  hamper 
co-operative  developments;  and  thus  by  i 
combination  of  tho  whole  of  the  democratl 
forces,  realising  that  the  downfall 
is  the  undoing  of  the  whole,  we  shall  em«? 
from  our  present  state  of  duos  and  fad® 
to  the  realisation  of  that  Co-op<  i alive  Com®* 
wealth  of  “ Each  for  All,  and  All  for  Each. 


Bj  Appoint  msn  l . 


Public  Confidence 

in  the  name  of  NESTLES 

has  induced  many  to  try 
Ideal  Milk  (Nestle's  w* 
sweetened  variety).  Its 
rich  creamy  quality  bas 
increased  that  confidence. 
Only  the  best  is  g00“ 
enough  when  yon  bay 
milk,  so  demand 

IDEAL 

MILK 

(THE  EVERYDAY  MILK) 

Imitations  never  satisfy, 
demand  “Ideal” — always* 

Sold  at  all  Co-opnalii’C  Stores- 
NESTLE’S,  6-8.  EASTCHEAP. 


^PCITSI'  -'0. 
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American  Immigration. 

According  to  reports  from  the  United 
Stilts,  the  restriction  of  immigration,  which 
referred  to  in  one  of  my  recent  notes, 
ks  like  bringing  about  a shortage  of  labour 
•0°some  industries  and  localities.  It  is  stated 
that  steel  mills,  lumber  camps  and  saw  mills, 
J'l  nu)tor  car  works,  are  finding  it  difficult 
to  obtain  sufficient  skilled  and  semi-skilled 
worker-  and  these  circumstances  are  drawing 


attention 


to  the  extent  to  which  the  United 


States  has  thus  far,  been  dependent  upon 
imported  labour. 

During  the  five  years  immediately  preceding 
the  war,  about  two  million  workers,  one- 
fourth  of  them  skilled,  entered  the  United 
States,  and  according  to  the  1910  census,  three- 
g[(|l8  of  the  coal,  two-thirds  of  the  copper, 
h»lf  of  the  iron  ore,  three-fourtlis  of  building 
and  constructional  work,  three-fifths  of  the 
slaughtering  and  meat  packing,  over  four- 
fifths  of  sugar  manufacture,  three-quarters 
of  the  textile  manufactures,  three-quarters 
of  the  clothing,  two-thirds  of  the  leather,  and 
more  than  half  of  the  iron  and  steel  produced 
in  the  country,  were  the  work  of  foreign-born 
yaac-earners  : whilst  most  of  the  railway  and 
pad  construction,  which  calls  for  a large 
amount  of  unskilled  labour,  has  been  done  by 
immigrants. 

Some  Figures. 

The  present  law  limiting  immigration  into 
the  United  States  became  operative  in  June, 
1921,  and  expires  at  the  end  of  June;  1924. 
Not  only  is  the  total  number  of  persons  who 
jnay  enter  the  country  in  any  year — ending 
June  30th— limited,  but  they  are  limited  by 
nationalities,  being  restricted  to  a figure  equal 
to  3 per  cent,  of  the  number  of  persons  of  each 
nationality  in  the  United  States  when  the 
census  was  taken  in  1910.  The  number  of 
immigrants  permitted  to  enter  during  the 
twelve  months  ended  June  last  was  356,995, 
hut  the  number  who  actually  did  come  into 
Vhc  United  States  for  that  year  was  only 
243,953,  as  compared  with  805,228  in  the 
previous  year.  The  discrepancy  between  the 
quota  and  the  number  who  actually  did  enter 
h explained  by  the  fact  that  the  nationals 
of  one  or  two  countries,  notably  Britain  and 
Germany,  did  not  emigrate  up  to  the  full 
number  allowed,  whereas  thousands  of  persons 
of  6ther  nationalities  are  awaiting  the  oppor- 
tunity of  entering  America.  The  quota  for 
1923  has  been  fixed  at  357,903,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  much  below  the  normal,  when  it 
is  stated  that  during  the  five  years — 1910-1914 
—the  number  of  persons  who  entered  the 
United  States  averaged  1,034,940,  which,  after 
allowing  for  those  who  left  the  country, 
resulted  in  an  average  yearly  addition  to  the 
P°.p  u la  t i on  of  three-quarters-of-a-raillion 
through  immigration.  At  the  present  time 
the  United  States  is  passing  through  a strike 
period,  but  whatever  the  outcome,  the  law 
restricting  immigration  looks  like  strengthen- 
ing  the  position  of  the  workers  considerably 
ft  the  future. 

Waring  and  Gillow’s. 

In  the  debate  on  honours  recently,  the  name 
Pf  Waring  and  Gillow  Limited,  the  well-known 
™™fure  house,  was  mentioned,  as  having 
-“  exceedingly  unprofitable  to  holders  of 
securities  in  the  original  company;  The  report 
tor  tfie  year  ended  January  31st,  1922,  lias 
been  issued,  and  shows  a trading  loss  of 

.293,  before  providing  for  debenture  in- 
'e,est’  "kich  requires  another  £21,795.  The 
‘VCar  S tra<^in6  resulted  in  a profit 
6,629,  before  paying  debenture  interest. 
19\2  <i°",pany’  s‘nce  *ts  reconstruction  in 
. ’ llls  rdmost  managed  to  pay  the  divi- 

fiha'  '0n  6 Per  cent,  preference 

i ares’  0n|y  onc  year  being  in  arrears,  but 
not  yet  distributed  any  dividend  on  its 
ordinary  shares. 

fc  to  to  be  presumed  that  much  of  the  loss 
for  tP  *°  t*'C  *n  va^ue  °f  stocks  held, 
£467  ,nfin°W  aPPears  *n  tire  balance  sheet  at 
ago  - i M coml)ared  with  £875,361  a year 
toore  t|  Ut  t,K  C0Uipany  owcs  considerably 
to  k 'an  ^ a year  a8°>  ar,d  it  remains 
More  8CCn  • w,ietller  t,ie  lcan  years  that  lie 
toont  US  con(^uc*ve  to  much  iniprove- 

ere  h .^0,uPan.V 3 premises  in  Oxford-street 
Bixty  y UnC*°r  a *ea3e  which  has  less  than 
rental  of  MrlT"’  at  tho  heavy  progressive 
years  ,.i  , W per  annum  for  the  first  five 
£l.0oo  "C  1 cnt*e<*  1917,  increasing  by 
p0r.  annum  thereafter,  until  tile 


toum‘ 

Jcaily  rental 


of  £35,000  is  reached. 


Some  Results  of  Dislocated  Exchanges. 

Tho  fearful  .depreciation  in  the-  currencies 
of  sortie  European  countries  is  having  its  effects 
upon  the  balance  sheets  of  banks  and  other 
undertakings  holding  moneys  or  securities 
in  those  countries.  Not  all  of  them  have  yet 
made  the  necessary  alterations  in  the  accounts 
ns  presented  to  their  British  shareholders,  and 
I notice  that  one  institution  the  other  day 
made  a very  fine  showing  as  regards  its  assets 
in  Turkish  piastres,  without  mentioning  that 
it  now  takes  725  of  these  to  the  £ as  compared 
with  110,  the  normal  rate.  A still  greater 
difference  has  been  brought  about  by  the  Bank 
of  Roumania,  which  has  grasped  the  nettle, 
for  while  up  to  last  year  it  had  followed  the 
established  custom  of  converting  its  accounts 
from  Roumania  in  its  balance  sheet  at  the 
parity  rate  of  25  lei  to  the  £,  it  has  now  con- 
verted the  Roumanian  figures  into  sterling 
at  the  rate  current  on  December  31st  last,  viz., 
550  to  the  £.  Obviously  this  has  brought 
about  a considerable  reduction  in  the  sterling 
totals  of  the  balance  sheet,  and  to  make  good 
the  depreciation,  the  bank  has  had  recourse 
to  its  reserve  funds.  Since  December,  in 
common  with  tho  exchanges  of  most  of  the 
European  powers,  victorious  and  defeated, 
the  Roumanian  exchange  has  become  worse, 
a £ now  commanding  over  700  lei.  In  spite 
of  the  unfavourable  exchange,  the  Bank  of 
Roumania,  like  most  banks,  has  managed  to. 
make  good  profits  during  bad  times,  and  tho 
chairman  at  the  annual  meeting  exhibited 
mild  optimism  with  regard  to  the  future  of 
Roumania  which,  he  said,  by  the  considerable 
increase  in  taxation  and  the  efforts  the  Govern- 
ment r is  making  to  stabilise  the  financial 
situation  by  careful  examination  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  State,  should  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  about  gradually  the  balancing  of  the 
budget. 

Roumanian  Prospects. 

Last  year’s  harvest  was  larger  than  that  of 
the  previous  year,  and  the  export  of  cereals 
amounted  to  1,472,760  tons  as  against  917,730 
tons  in  1920.  Oil  production  has  not  y§f 
reached  the  pre-war  level,  owing  to  insuffi- 
cient transport,  lack  of  labour,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  importing  drilling  materials  ; what 
this  difficulty  was  he  did  not  explain,  bnt 
expressed  the  hope  that  production  would 
increase  greatly  in  the  future,  and  added  that 
there  are  large  oil-bearing  areas  owned  by  the 
State  and  private  individuals  which  only 
await  more  favourable  conditions  for  ex- 
ploitation. Roumania  is  one  of  the  richest 
countries  in  Europe  in  the  way  of  forests, 
her  wealth  in  this  direction  having  been 
materially  increased  by  the  additional  terri- 
tories she  has  secured,  and  she  could  become 
an  enormous  exporter  of  timber  if  only  there 
were  adequate  transport  to  the  ports  on  the 
Danube.  Given  settled  conditions,  there  would 
appear  to  be  room  for  considerable  develop- 
ments in  the  way  of  railways  in  Roumania. 


Mrs.  Wieiand,  wife  of  the  C.W.S.  repre- 
sentative at  Montreal,  was  amongst  the 
visitors  to  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  on 
Tuesday. 


C.W.S.  DIRECTOR  AT  27. 

ONE  OF  MANY  INCIDENTS  IN  C.I.S.  OFFICIAL'S  CAREER. 

MR.  F.  AUSTEN  WILLIAMS  RETIRING. 


The  announcement  that  Mr.  F.  Austen 
Williams  (assistant  secretary  of  the  Co- 
operative Insurance  Society)  is  to  retire  at 
the  end  of.  the  year-  will  he  received  with 
regret  by  a large  number  of  co-operators, 
but  the  final  parting  will  be  considerably 
softened  by  the  intelligence  that  the 're- 
tirement is  in  no  wise  due  to  ill-health. 
Mr.  Williams,  although  his  appearance 
belies  the  fact,  is  fast  approaching  three 
score  years  and  ten,  and  he  thinks  his 
share  of  the  heat  and  burden  of  life  should 
now  be  borne  by  younger  shoulders.  He 
was  a member  o£  the  Reading  Society 
before  he  was  twenty,  and  the  intervening 
years  have  been  rich  in-  incident,  experi- 
ence, and  happy  friendships. 

Early  Days. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a Londoner  by  birth, 
but  his  parents  removed  to  Reading  before 
lie  had  had  time  to  see  very  much  of  the 


Mr.  F.  A.  Williams. 
world  and  its  ways.  He  grew  up  strong  in 
the  faith  that  co-operation  must  put  com- 
petition under  its  feet  before  life  can  be  as 
sweet  as  it)  should  be,  and  about'  the  time 
he  reached  his  majority  the  members  of 
the  Reading  Society  appointed  him  on  the 
committee.  Temis-of  service  ns  permanent 
secretary  nnd  president  followed.  He  also 
served  on  the  reception  committee  when 
Congress  visited  O.vford  in  1882. 

The  June  of  1882  saw  Mr.  William’s  a 
director  of  the  Wholesale  Society,  and  the 
ravages  of  time  are  seen  in  the  fact  that 
he  and  Mr.  Shotton  (Shotley  Bridge),  who 
retired  from  tho  board  in  1920,  are  the 
only  two  survivors  of  tilie  1882  board.  In 
those  days  the  Wholesale  Society  had 
branch  committees  -it  London  and  New- 
castle, each  of  which  sent  one  representa- 
tive to  sit  with  the  general  committee  at 
Manchester.  Mr.  Williams,  through  his 
connection  with  a southern  society,  was  a 
member  of  the  London  committee,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  retirement  (September, 
1886),  lie  was  its  chairman.  Between  1882 
and  1886  the  society  appointed  Mr.  T. 
Brodrick' (now  Sir  Thomas)  to  succeed  Mr. 
T.  Wood  as  accountant;  entered  into  part- 
nership with  the  S. C.W.S.  and  formed  the 
joint  tea  department  in  London ; sent  its 
first  deputation  to  America  ; and  increased 
its  annual  sales  to  about  £4,000,000. 


A Young  Director. 

Committees  of  inquiry  were  not  unknown 
even  in  those  early  days.  Two  were 
appointed  in  Mr.  Williams’  term  of  office, 
and  both  had  reference  to  fees  and  fares 
paid  to  the  board.  When  lie  was  elected 
the  committee  received  five  shillings  a 
meeting  and  second-class  railway  fare,  but 
an  increase  was  subsequently  made. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  holds 

the  record  of  being  tho  youngest  person 

ever  elected  to  the  board.  He  was  only 

twenty-seven  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Williams  retired  from  the  C.W.S. 
board  to  take  up  the  position  of  inspector 
of  agencies  in  connection  with  the  Co- 
operative Insurance  Society.  This  appoint- 
ment necessitated  his  removal  from  Read- 
ing to  Manchester,  but  lie  did  not  leave 
the  southern  town  unhonoured  or  unsung 
by  the  local  society  and  its  members? 
He  presided  over  the  quarterly  meeting 
for  the  last  time  in  July,  1886,'  and  the 
report  presented  to  that  meeting  contained 
a flattering  reference  to  him  as  a man  and 
as  a worker.  “ He  lias  succeeded,”  the 
report^- stated,  “in  bringing  the  society 
successfully  through  a time  of  great 
anxiety,  and  lias  won  concurrently  great 
prosperity  for  the  society.”  A presenta- 
tion was  also  made  to  him  as  " a token  of 
satisfaction  for  the  faithful  services  lie  lias 
rendered  as  president  of  the  society.” 

When  Mr.  Williams  joined  the  C.I.S. 
there  were  only  seven  of  a staff,  with  Mr. 
James  Odgers,  who  retired  two  or  three 
years  ago,  as  chief  official.  Mr.  W.  Bar- 
nett (Macclesfield)  was  the  chairman,  and 
amongst  the  directors  were  Messrs.  Titus 
Hall  (Bradford,  and  secretary  of  the 
C.W.S.),  E.  V.  Neale  (secretary  of  the 
Central  Board),  and  T.  Wood,  who  is  still  in 
harness  as  an  auditor.  Scotland  was  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  A.  Miller.  There  were  prac- 
tically no  agents.  To-day  the  society  lias, 
in  addition  to  its  headquarters  in  Man- 
chester, twelve  branches.  It  has  an  inside 
staff  of  over  400,  and  an  outside  staff  (spare 
arid  full-time  agents)  of  over  three  thousand. 

C.I.S.  First  Report. 

The  first  report  issued  by  the  society  (of 
which  Mr.  Williams  retains  a copy)  was  for 
the  year  1887,  and  it  iis  of  peculiar  interest 
to  present-day  co-cperators.  The  fire  pre- 
miums were  £5,590,  and  the  losses  £1,386. 
Apparently  the  society  was  unfortunate  in 
respect  of  its  fidelity  business,  receiving 
£802  iu  premiums  and  paying  claims  to 
the  amount  of  £794.  Life  premiums 
amounted  to  £613,  and  there  were  no 
losses.  Life  premiums  for  1921  (ordinary, 
special,  and  industrial)  reached  £609,662, 
and  claims  paid  £110,661.  Fire  premiums 
totalled  £157,082,  and  claims  paid  £74,440. 
Employers’  liability -premiums  amounted  to 
£113,273,  and  claims  paid  £37,435.  The 
two  Wholesale  'Societies  took  over  the 
C.I.S.  accounts  in  1913,  but  the  committee 
remained  in  office  until  towards  the  close 
of  the  year.  The  Planet  Insurance  Com- 
pany was  taken  over  in  1918,  and  it  was  in 
that  year  that  Mr.  Williams  was  made 
assistant  secretary. 

He  has.  of  course,  played  many  parts 
since  be  became  officially  connected  with 
the  co-operative  movement.  He  has  helped 
to  form  some  societies,  and  to  give  as 
decent  a burial  as  possible  to  others.  He 
Las  visited  practically  every  society  of  any 
size  iu  the  United  Kingdom,  and  lias  given 
papers  and  addresses  without  number.  He 
was  at  the  conference,  held  in  London, 
which  led  to  tlie  formation  of  the  Perma- 
nent Building  Society.  He  has  done  all 
classes  of  business  for  the  C.I.S.,  and  told 
a representative  of  the  u Co-operative" 
News  ” the  other  day  that  he  once  settled 
a claifn  for  a broken  fishing-rod.  for  6d. 


THE  QUESTION  OF  POLITICS. 


Data  Called  For. 


[To  TnE  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Sir, — Your  correspondent,  “ The  Man  in 
the  Street,”  seems  to  infer  tint  the  majority 
of  oo-operators  ane  in  favour  of  the  move- 
ment entering  into  politics  and  supporting 
the  Co-operative  Party. 

Where  does  he  get  this  idea  from? 

Can  he  point  to  a single  society  where  a 
tithe  of  the  members  have  endorsed  this 
policy  ? 

I know  of  instances  where  societies  with 
over  20,000  members  have  agreed  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  funds  at  meetings  at  \\  liich:  less 
than  100  have  be?n  present! 

Personally,  I think  that  there  will  he  a 
rude  awakening  one  of  these  days  when  tho 
rank  and  file  of  the  movement  realise  the 
cost  of  this  fad  at  a time  when  economy 
should  be  the  watchword. 

Possibly  your  correspondent  is  referring 
to  a majority  of  the  delegates  to  Congress, 
and  if  so  I wish  to  tell  him  that  Congress 
docs  not  and  cannot  bind  the  movement. 

Again,  he  says  that  common  justice  was 
denied  the  movement  in  the  matters  of  sup- 
plies during  the  rationing  periods. 

What  ground  has  he  for  this  statement? 

Can  lie  point  to  a single  case  in  which  the 
societies  did  not  get  supplies  in  accordance 
with  their  registrations? 

I am  well  aware  that  they  did  not  get  all 


they  wanted,  but  I assert  that  they  got  what 
they  were  entitled  to. — Yours,  Ac. , 

Mr.  Greening  Explains.  A J',EMUER- 

Sir, — I have  not  time  this  week  to  further 
reply  to  my  critics,  hut  an  explanaiton  is 
due  to  “The  Man  iu  the  Street,”  which  I 
must  not  delay.  Some  quotation  marks 
affixed  to  a passage  in  my  contribution  of 
July  31st  were  added  in  error.  I had  no 
intention  of  appearing  to  quote,  but  only 
to  summarise,  in  my  own  words,  the  eflect 
of  his  argument. — Yours.  &c., 

Edward  Owf.n  Greening. 

Oak  Lawn,  Belmont  Grove,  Lee,  S.E.13. 
Holyoake  rnd  Neale: 

Sir, — Mr.  E.  0?  Greening  seems  to  be 
quite  pleased  that  the  co-operators  of  East 
Nottingham  have  not  yet  realised  that  co- 
operation is  politics;  in  fact,  an  economic 
system  in  which  capital  is  a servant,  not  tho 
master,  as  it  is  in  the  system  they  liave 
supported. 

The  thidesrrten  and  politicians  who  have 
attacked  tlie  movement,  are  neither  mis- 
guided nor  misinformed ; they  simply  under- 
stand tlie  object  nf  co-operation  more  than 
your  contributor,  while  those  Coalitionists 
who. saved  us  from  the  imposition  of  tlie  Cor- 
poration Tax  have  doubtless  by  this  time 
concluded  that  they  need  not  have  gone  out 
of  their  way. 


It  would  be  more  to  the  point  if  one  asked, 
What  would  be  the  position  of  (1.  J.  Holy- 
cake  and  E.  Vunsittart  Neale  if  they  were 
with  us  tc-day?  than  referring  us  re  what 
they  were  in  the  past. 

Your  Special  Commissioner  in  a reccuit 
issue  defined  the  object  of  cu-pperation  as 
being,  “ To  arrange  the  powers  of  distribu- 
tion. production,  education,  and  govern, 
meut.”  Does  this  give  one  the  impres -ion - 
of  a social,  or  political  movement? — Yours 
&c.,  ('.  Ham.. 

Hythe,  August  20th. 

Mr.  Perry’s  Correction. 

Sir, — In  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” of 
last  week  our  old  friend,  Mr.  E.  O.  Green- 
ing, ” returned  to  the  discussion  ” of 
co-operative  politics.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  Mr.  Greening  has  again  gone  astray 
in  regard  to  his  facts.  Referring  to  the 
political  history  of  Kettering  nnd  Sir  I.co 
Chiozza  Money,  Mr.  Waterson’s  prede- 
cessor. Mr.  Greening  states  “ Sir  Leo  has 
since  been  run  ns  a Co-operative  candidate 
by  Die  party  in  conjunction  with  its  secre- 
tary (Mr.  Perry).”  That  statement  is 
untrue.  In  the  Parliamentary  l*y-i  Lotion 
at  Stockport  in  1920,  Sir  I.eo  Chiozza 
Money  was  run  as  a Labour  laudid.ite  by 
tlie  Stockport  labour  Party,  wlr  weie  re- 
sponsible for  the  expenses  ire-  .!  i:i  hi; 
campaign. — Yours,  Ac. . 

S.  F.  i , ::v 

Secretary,  the  Cocperativc  Party. 

123,  Pall  Mali,  London,  S.W.l. 

August  18th,  1922. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE  WITH 

RUSSIA— I. 

IS  IT  POSSIBLE?  : PROS  AND  CONS  CONSIDERED. 


BY  THOMAS  PATRICK. 


Our  contributor  deals  in  three  articles  with  this  much  discussed  question. 
We  are  not  responsible  for  his  proposals,  to  which  we  see  some  objections,  but 
trade  with  Russia,  if  it  can  be  embarked  upon,  has  endless  possibilities  for  co- 
operative enterprise,  and  for  that  reason  we  publish  these  articles  as  containing 
specifio  suggestions  which  are  at  least  worthy  of  consideration. — Ed.,  “ C.  N.” 


Is  it  possible  for  the  British  co-operative 
movement  to  trade  with  Russia  ? If  so,  how 
ia  such  trade  to  be  organised  ? 

- These  questions  have  been  discussed  at  great 
length  by  co-operators  recently,  but  so  far  no 
satisfactory  answer  has  been  given.  While 
there  is  a general  consensus  of  opinion  as  to 
the  desirability  of  developing  co-operative 
trade  with  Russia,  there  is  no  common  agree- 
ment as  to  the  methods  which  should  be 
adopted  in  order  to  achieve  the  desired  end. 

One  school  of  thought — ably  led  by  Mr. 
May — realising  that  all  international  trade  is, 
fundamentally,  an  exchange  of  goods  or  ser- 
vices, has  argued  that  it  is  possible  to  revert 
to  a system  of  barter.  Russia,  they  contend, 
could  send  us  timber,  hides,  flax,  oil,  and  other 
raw  materials,  and  in  exchange  we  could  send 
such  manufactured  goods  as  are  produced  in 
our  co-operative  factories.  Thus,  goods  would 
be  exchanged  for  goods,  and  the  relative 
values  of  British  and  Russian  currency  would 
not  worry  us. 

Stated  in  this  manner,  the  problem  seems 
fairly  simple.  There  are,  however,  some  “ ifs  ,r 
and  “ buts.”  No  doubt  if  Russia  was  able,  to 
pay  for  all  the  goods  she  would  like  to  import 
by  exporting  raw  materials  in  exchange  the 
difficulty  would  be  soon  surmounted,  even 
tinder  present  conditions.  She  could,  for  in- 
stance, sell  her  exports  on  the  London  market, 
let  us  say,  and  with  the  proceeds  buy  C.W.S. 
goods. 

What  Russia  Could  Take. 

Unfortunately,  as  a result  of  the  great  war 
the  blockade,  and  the  famine,  the  quantity  of 
goods  available  for  export  are  far  from  suf- 
ficient to  pay  for  all  that  Russia  would  like  to 
import.  It  is  true  that  Russian  exports  are 
increasing  month  by  month,  but  it  will  be  a 
long  time,  under  present  conditions,  before 
Russia  can  obtain  all  the  manufactured  goods 
she  can  consume  from  abroad  and  pay  for 
them  “ on  the  nail  ” by  exports  of  equivalent 
value. 

It  is  probably  true  that  during  the  next 
twenty  years  Russia  could  absorb  (if  she  could 
obtain  them)  manufactured  goods,  including 
rolling  stock,  machinery,  farm  implements,  &c., 
to  the  value  of  £150,000,000  per  annum — a 
total  in_  two  decades  amounting  to 
£3,000,000,000.  Incidentally,  this  is  why 
•“  bankrupt  ” Russia  was  invited  to  Genoa  and 
the  Hague. 

It  follows  that,  if  Russia  can  only  obtain 
from  abroad  such  goods  as  she  can  pay  for 
immediately  by  her  exports,  the  development 
of  this  great  country  is  going  to  be  seriously 
hindered.  Her  representatives  have  explained 
the  matter  quite  clearly  to  the  Western 
Powers.  “ Give  us  credits  now  to  the  extent 
of  £300,000,000,”  they  have  said,  “ and  we 
can  make  Russia  a prosperous  country  in  ten 
ycals.  Withhold  these  credits,  and  it  will 
take  us  fifty  years  or  more  to  achieve  the  same 
result  by  our  own  unaided  efforts.  But  we 
shall  do  it  with  or  without  your  help.” 

Russia,  then,  if  she  is  to  make  satisfactory 
progress,  must  obtain  large  foreign  credits.  She 
would  utilise  such  credits  to  obtain  vast  quan- 
tities of  manufactured  goods  of  every  de- 
scription from  the  leading  nations,  incidentally 
providing  an  immense  amount  of  employment 
for  the  industrial  populations  of  the  countries 
concerned. 

Tho  Question  of  Security. 

The  Western  Powers  have  so  far  refused  to 
grant  Russia  tho  credits  she  asks  for.  Is  it 
that  Russia  cannot  offer  sufficient  security  ?. 

The  reply  is  that  she  can  offer  ample  security 
to  co-operators,  but  none  that  will  satisfy  those 
who  wish  to  enthrone  capitalism  once  more  in 
Russia.  The  natural  resources  of  Russia  arc 
so  vast  that,  given  the  preliminary  credits 
necessary  for  reconstruction  and  development, 
the  payment  of  any  debts  she  is  likely  to  incur 
during  the  next  ten  years  will  not  incon- 
venience her  in  the  slightest  degree.  The 
sooner  those  vast  resources  a re  developed — 
they  have  scarcely  been  “ scratched  ’’  yet — tho 
sooner  will  Russia  be  able  to  pay  her  foreign 
debts  by  exports  of  grain,  raw  materials,  &c. 

The  Great  Powers  understand  all  this  very 
Well,  but  they  arc  trying  to  sabotage  a settle- 


ment by  the  introduction  of  political  questions. 

Russia  is  prepared  to  compensate  former 
owners  for  all  property  seized  as  a result  of  the 
revolution,  but  not  to  return  such  property. 
Alternatively,  she  is  prepared  to  grant  former 
owners  a long  lease  on  terms  that  will  amount 
to  compensation,  or  she  is  prepared  to  form 
companies  which  shall  be  composed  of  former 
owners  or  other  capitalists,  in  which  the  .State 
shall  hold  51  per  cent,  of  the  capital.  She  will 
also  undertake  to  pay  the  foreign  debts  con- 
tracted by  the  late  Czar’s  Government  and  by 
Russian  municipalities.  She  is,  however,  only 
prepared  to  do  all  this  on  condition  that  large 
credits  are  granted  to  her  at  once.  “ No 
credits,  nothing  doing,”  says  Russia. 

National  Resources. 

All  land,  minerals,  forests,  mines,  oil  wells, 
railways,  factories,  and  other  industrial  con- 
cerns in  Russia  aro  now  owned  by  the  State. 
In  spite  of  statements  which  have  *bccn  made 
by  several  prominent  people,  Russia  has  not 
reverted  to  peasant  proprietorship.  The  peasant 
is  entitled  to  the  use  of  land  only  as  long  as  he 
works  it.  For  all  practical  purposes,,  however, 
it  is,  under  such  conditions,  as  much  his  as  if 
he  actually  owned  it.  A large  amount  of  land 
and  many  of  the  smaller  factories  and  enter- 
prises have  been  leased  to  co-operative  socie- 
ties and  private  individuals,  who  pay  an  agreed 
proportion  of  the  output  to  the  State,  as  rent, 
during  the  period  of  the  lease.  The  large-scale 
undertakings,  such  as  railways,  mines,  the 
cotton,  woollen,  metal,  iron^coal,  and  timbei- 
cutting  industries,  are  being  managed  either 
directly  by  the  State  or  by  semi-autoi\omous 
boards  of  experts  under  the  control  of  tho 

[Continued  in  last  column.] 
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FASCIST  FANATICISM. 
ITALIAN  CENTRES  DESTROYED. 

The  Fascist  are  still  pursuing  their  policy 
against  co-operative  enterprises  ia  Italy 
unchecked.  A recent  attack  at  Parma  re- 
sulted in  the  destruction  of  the  provincial 
offices  of  the  co-operative  movement  and 
mutual  help  and  the  headquarters  of  the  rural 
banks.  And  similarly  the  headquarters  of 
the  flourishing  rural  banks  have  suffered. 
From  one  of  these  banks  some  120,000  lire 
were  taken  away'  besides. 

“ La  Cooperazione  Italians*”  in  its  latest 
issue,  is  full  of  moving  letters  of  the  very 
serious  devastation  by  the  Fascisti  in  other 
parts  of  Italy — Ravenna  in  particular,  where 
nothing  remains  of  the  central  premises  of 
the  Federation  than  a mass  of  masonry. 


INTERNATIONAL  WHOLESALE. 
SCANDINAVIAN  ENTERPRISE. 

It  is  not  generally  known,  even  among 
advocates  of  it,  that  an  international  C.W.S. 
is  already  in  existence.  We  refer  to  the 
Nordisk  Andelsforbund,  which  is  a federation 
of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies  of- 
Denmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden,  founded  in 
1919,  for  the  purpose  of  making  joint  pur- 
chases. 

The  late3t  returns  show  that  for  1921  there 
was  a.  turnover  of  11,300,000  crowns,  and  a 
net.  profit  of  154,761  crowns.  Th^  corre- 
sponding figures  for  the  previous  year  were 
11,125,000  crowns  and  143,813  crowns  respec- 
tively. The  guarantee  fund,  at  the  end  of 
1921,  stood"  at  80,000  crowns,  and  the  reserve 
fund  at  268.003  crowns,  which  will  he  increased 
by  the  profit  for  the  year. 


THE  BELGIAN  C.W.S. 

The  turnover  of  the  Belgian  C.W.S.  for 
1921  was  65,973,369  francs,  against  55,510,869 
francs  in  the  previous  year.  The  increase 
of  10,462,525  francs  is  a very  satisfactory 
result. 


Over  22  years’ 
supremacy— 

THE  Albion  Company  have 
specialised  in  the  construction 
of  commercial  motors  for  more  than 
22  years. 

Throughout  that  period  Albions  have 
maintained  an  unbeaten  record  for  low 
cost  of  upkeep,  reliability  and  length 
of  life,  evidenced  by  the  recorded 
experience  of  many  of  the  largest 
transport  users  in  the  world. 

Keep  your  own  separate  records  of  an 
Albion  side  by  side  with  those  of  any  other 
vehicle.  Your  figures  will  convince  you  that 
Albions  are  the  cheapest  vehicles  to  run. 

Write  to-day  for  fall  particulars. 

Load  Capacity,  25,  30,  -10,  50,  60  & 80  cwt. 


COMMERCIAL  MOTORS 

ALBION  MOTOR  CAR  CO.,  LTD., 


SCOTSTOUN, 


London  Office:  Bank  Buildings,  zo,  Kingsway,  W.C.  2. 
Also  at  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Birmingham. 


FRENCH  MINISTER’S  MQVP 


ABATTOIRS, 


FOR  CO-OPERATIVE 


M.  Chbron,  the  Minister  of  Agriculhn-. 
France,  recently  visited  the  r’  15 


. . >0Pcixti» 

Abattoir  of  Cantarane,  established  |)y 
Union  of  Agricultural  Associations  0f  u 
Central  Plateau,  which  has  opened  out.  3) 
operative  butcheries,  and  above  a||  1 
been  the  means  of  bringing  down  the 
meat.  * 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  was  so  si 
with  what  he  saw  at  this  model  organza, 
that  he  has  addressed  a circular  to  all 
prefects  (the  cliicf  administrators  0f  the  d< 
partments)  in  which  he  advocates  the  foitj 
tion  of  regional  co-operative  abattoirs,  !v 
which,  according  to  the  circular,  the  intere^ 
of  the  consumers  and  those  of  the  prodncea 
will  be  reconciled  by  allowing  each  a 1^ 
share' of  the  profits  which  otherwise  wentta 
the  too  numerous  middlemen. 


ACTIVE  SOLIDARITY. 

AN  EXAMPLE  FROM  HUNGARY. 

A co-operative  store  in  the  village  of  & 
Comitat  of  Pest,  Hungary,  was  recently 
destroyed  by  fire.  One  of  the  peasant  imq. 
hers  who  acted  as  the  manager— in  fact,  4 
some  years  he  has  been  the  life  and  soul  cf 
the  society — immediately  called  together  tb 
members  and  explained  the  situation  to  then. 
The  losses,  he  said,  were  only  partly  covered, 
owing  to  the  depreciation  of  money,  so  that  tin 
communal  work  was  in  danger  of  collaps 
unless  help  was  forthcoming.  The  inembos, 
who  would  not  for  the  world  allow  their  enter- 
prise to  come  to  harm,  at  one  gave  their 
signatures  for  more  shares  to  the  sum  of 
250,000  crowns,  which  were  brought  ia  on 
the  following  day  in  order  to  continue  tie 
work  of  the  society. 


HOW  IT  LOOKS  IN  DUTCH. 

In  things  essential,  unity  ; 

In  things  doubtful,  liberty  j 
In  all  things,  charity'. 

In  koofdzaken,  eenkeid  ; 

In  twyfelacbtige  zaken.  vryheid; 
In  alle,  bekoedzaamficid. 

— ■“  Het  Coopera tieve  Nicuw,* 
The  Hague.  - 


SWEDISH  MINISTERS  AT  CONGRESS. 

The  Swedish  Government  was  repos 
at  the  recent  Congress  of  the  Swedish  ■£* 
operative  Union  (Kooperativa  ForbumK 
by  no  less  than  three  of  its  most  import*® 
Ministers — Herne  Branting,  the  Premier,  Hem 
Svensson,  the  Minister  o£  Commerce.  and  Hen* 
Anders  Oerne,  the  Minister  of  Transport*  fd 
late  the  secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Union.__ 


[Continued  from  second  column] 

State.  These  boards  have  large  powers. 
organise  production  on  scientific  lines ; 
their  products  and  buy  fresh  capital  obn 
through  the  various  Russian  trade  delegate 
or  tho  Russian  Co-operative  Wholesale  0* 
ganisation.  The  property  of  the  co-opWWjl 
has  all  been  handed  back  to  them 
creased  by  capital,  such  as  buildings  and  erw® 
placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  Govern® 
They  are  taking  an  over-increasing  share  ® ^ 
production  and  distributive  trade  of 
country.  There  is  an  immense  scope  foi  'urt^ 
development  in  every  direction,  and  this 
demand  an  enormous  amount  of  capital- 
There  is  no  doubt  that  though  the 
Powers  have  collectively  rejected  the  I ^ 
proposals,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the)  ^ 
individually,  be  outbidding  each  other  f°r  ^ 


cessions  from  the  Russian  Government. 


jfdd 


bait  is  too  tempting  to  be  indefinitely  tri 
as  the  Western  nations  cannot  prosper  "•  ^ 
tho  Russian  market.  Western  capit 
technical  ability  will!  be  allowed  to  ‘ 
Russia  on  equitable  terms.  They  "ill  ^ 
for  a considerable,  but  nevertheless  ^ 
number  of  years  to  reap  a good  h'»r'cS' 
the  system  in  vogue  will  he  fundantf 


different  to  capitalism  as  we  know  it. 


r.  An** 


will  h?  ^ 

sary  anrl  temporary  compromise  wm 
with  capitalism  in  Russia  in  order  ^ 
final  defeat  may  be  rendered  inevitab  e. 
for  much  the  same  reason  that  wc  PA7 
on  capital  and  dividend  on  purchases.  ^ 
In  the  next  article  I will  outline  a t>  ^ ^ 
tho  promotion  of  co-operative  tra< 
Russia,  which,  I submit,  will  work. 
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MALIGNERS  of  the 
c.w.s. 

» COMPARISON  IN  WAGES. 


>[Fkom 


-THE  GO-OPBRAMVE  PRESS  AGENCY.] 


With  some  private  traders’  journals  and 
„m,  or  tin)  daily  iioiiBpnpeis  HulU-ii 
■ iHirtinilar)  any  stick  .will  do  with  which 
?"  t the  C.W.S.  We  do  not  expect  the 
press  which  must  (-ontinue  to  depend  on 
nriviite  trade  for  the  greater  port  of  its 
revenue,  to  embrace  the  co-operative  move- 
ment too  affectionately  ; there  is,  however, 

difference  between  a decent  attitude  of 
opposition  and  one  in  which  /adverse  criticism 
is  picked  up  from  any  source  and  published 
without  going  to  any  trouble  at  all  to  see 
whether  it  is  either  right  or  fair. 

Recently,  attempts  have  been  made  by  a 
few  trade  publications,  backed  by  certain 
trade  union  officials,  to  mislead  the  public 
nitli  regard  to  wages  iu  C.W.S.  employment, 
ft  will  have  been  noticed  that  a new  and 
jower  scale  has  been  recently  decided  for 
males  and  females  from  fourteen  years  of  nge 
to  twenty-one.  The  rates  have  been  fixed 
hv  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists 
and  Co-operators  (not  by  the  C'.W.S..).,  and 
accepted  by  all  the  trade  unions  whose  meiiN 
liers  were  comernefl  in  the  revision. 

But  the  fact  that  new  conditions  meant  a 
reduction  in  pay  (on  war-time  advances)  was 
quite  sufficient  for  certain  papers  and  certain 
people  to  make  it  appear  ss  though  the 
C .W.S.  had  brought  down  wages  more  than 
other  firms  have  done  of  .recent  months. 

l'lie  trade  union  agitator  perceived  in  the 
move  n few  nice  catch  phrases  of  use  to  him, 
mid  lie  made  more  about  alleged  falling 
idenls  than  declining  wag»>s.  -One  gentle- 
man suggested  that  the  movement  would  be 
responsible  for  bringing  down  the  wages  of 
duck  labourers,  because  tho- Joint  Committee  . 
(half  of  them  leading  trade  unionists)  had 
fixed  n wage  of  28s.  per  week  foi  persons  of 
eighteen  jeans  of  age  doing  similar. work  to 
ilmt  of  dockers.  He  evidently  thought  he 
find  camp  used  an  attractive  combi  nation  in 
‘ deckers  " and  “ deflated  idenls.”  But  the 
( AY.S.  does  not  employ  youths  of  eight  eon, 
doing  work  that  dockers  would  do.  Doubt- 
lessly, lie  whs  alluding  to  the  payment  of 
28s.  per  week  in  the  new  group  cf  “ male 
[porters,  cleaners,  hoist  attendants,  door- 
keepers. and  general  hands.”  In  this  class 
nearly  all  the  employees  ore  twenty-oue 
years  of  ago  and  over,  and  many  of  those 
above  twenty-one  receive  nob-  merely  tlw 
scale  rate  cf  55s.  per  week,  but  something 
above  this  sum.  The  gentleman  in  question 
is  simply  using  the  docker  to  throw  clay  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  some 
trade  unionists  (who  will  persist  in  express- 
ing n real  love  and  liking  for  the  co-operative 
movement)  have  an  irresistible  knack  of 
presenting  through  capitalist  papers  a wrong 
impression  of  the  C'.W.S.  in  respect  to 
wages ; they  will  exaggerate  or  underrate  in 
order  to  give  an  appearance  that  o-f  all  the 
wicked  people  among  the  world’s  wage- 
payers,  the  C.W.S.  is  the  worst.  Any  per- 
son not  acquainted  with  the  facts  would 
regard  the  recent  effusions  of  some  of  these  . 
lenders  as  meaning  that  C.W.S.  wages  are 
below  those  of  firms  doing  similar  work. 
Letus  see. 

B e will  take  the  mole  weekly  scale  of 
paj  (as  affording  the  clearest  comparison) 
of  the  three  following  classes:  — 
no  1,?  s,desmen : Age  14,  13s.;  15, 
io!6!  o?'s  ;..17>  25s>  32s.;  19,  JOs.  ; 

„ 14, 
18,  31s.; 


. 48s. ; 21, 

10^ ''rehouse  workers  and  packers:  Age 

to  16’  19s-; 17-  24s- ; is,  3 

19,  3Ss. ; 20,  45s. ; 21,  57s. 

iql  ort®rs.  Renners,  Arc.  : Age  14,  10s.;  15, 

the  !)2e  of  21  years  are 
ahor™?  l-9-G  Per  cent,  to  158.33  per  cent, 
atoie  the  rates  of  1914. 

,cSlf0r  tr,e  colnParative  figures  of  other 
xato6™^!  Grocery  and  provision  trade 
Gro,SJ)-ldAby  ISorth  of  England  Wholesale 
wocers  Association:  — 
bh°p  assents ; Age  16,  20s.  6d.  ; 17. 
21  53s8’  30S’  6d’;  19’  37s-  20,  44s.  6d. ; 

iq  ,riers;,  Age  16,  20s.  ; 17,  24s. ; 18,  80s.  ; 
U J6s.  Gd.;  20,  42s.  6d. ; 21,  48s.  6d. 
tin  erC  '°ru  Jiave  48s.  6d.  for  n porter  at 
21  years  compared  to  55s.  per 
"eek  under  the  C'.W.S. 
lJ'ro»>  $‘e  ages  of  14  to  21  years,  ten 
leuung  distributive  houses  in  Manchester 
J5'  fT0fm  10s.  6d.  to  42s.  6d.  ; whilst  the 
uilnva,.-  Manchester  Warehouse  Em- 
oidv  aa  1 ®deratl°n  at  21  years  of  age  is 
57*  38s'  Gd;  lK‘r  week,  contrasted  witu 
p,,..'  pe\  ''ee^  at  the  C’.W.S.  These  differ- 
ininifo  bet!veen  'C.W.S.  and  others  are 
Tear*  ™ 1,1  r,esPect  to  all  ages  below  21 
tiltin’  tI,e  London  Employers’  Asso- 

rnte*W  fS<‘ale  (based  higher  London 
bon* 2. ,,  Crri"‘^  ,to  sboP  assistants,  ware- 
bdlnu  fil\C  ertks’,pntkers’  PQ’ters,  &c.,  is 
Londni,1  '"-vr  of,  t ie  L’.W.S.  recognised  at 
Card  9’  Manchester,  Newcastle,  Bristol, 
■vcu-c  ‘r  l“ke  ll16  case  of  males  at  21 
assist-,?!  'age London  Association:  Shop 
Rrtants  n»d  clerks,  55s.  ; porters,  51s 

Porters  55*  6 sj  :'nd  ‘*“*esmen-  60s.; 

tile  r V ° rS‘  ®°  one  C01f1d  go  on. 

•*le  rate  ,,  t rr„..x:i . 


Even 


tion  a1!0/  'V1®  Wholesale  Textile  Associn- 
"'ORes  'll?,!,011.  ! lou  er  in  its  r:,tes  of 

forKelerl  nU  tke  G-W.fe.  The  highest  rates 


i of 

0i  v u,,c  '-•u.o.  xne  nignest  rates 

43s  %i  or  Portors,  &c„  at  21  Tears  is 
60k  nl”  con.1Pared  to  the  C'.W.S.  55s.  and 
• Her  week. 

Vr&int!*-  's  ^ le  s*n>ater  1 

t,tliers»lnK  t ,e  G.W.S.  by  comparison  with 


PREPARING  FOR  THE  GENERAL 
ELECTION. 

WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 

VII.— MOSS  SIDE  AND  MR.  T.  W.  MERCER. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


lo  know  Air.  T.  W.  Alercer,  the  prospec- 
tive G'q-oj>erative  candidate  for  the  Aloss 
Side  division  of  Manchester,  is  one  of  the 
pleasures  of  co-operative  life  and  service. 
His  enthusiasm  for  social  betterment  is  as 
infections  ns  measles  and  as  expansive  as 
the  open  sen.  It  is  said  that  lie  works  all 
day  aud  thinks  nil  night.  He  is  an  opti- 
mist of  the  first  water,  and  has  sufficient 
imagination  to  sink  a ship.  He  is  that 
type  of  maju  that  makes  co-operative  com- 
monwealths possible. 

His  Co-operative  Record. 

Electors  of  Aloss  Side  who  do  not  know 
their  future  M.P. — and  their  number  is 
rapidly  'decreasing — should  not  infer  from 
tliis  that  Air.  Mercer  has  done  .nothing  else 
but  ride  acroiss  tlie  heavens  on  a broom- 
stick. Writing  poems  is,  and  always  lias 
been,  a spare-time  job.  He  began  work 
very  early  on  in  life,  mid  has  made  bis  way 
to  Manchester  from  Ueigate  (Surrey)  via 
Plymouth. 

In  the  south  lie  rose  from  grocery  appren- 
tice to  society  manager ; in  the  west  he 
had  charge  of  one  of  the  biggest  co-opera- 
tive educational  departments  in  the 
country  ; to-day,  iu  the  north,  he  is  head 
of  the  Publications  Department  of  the  Co- 


Mk.  T.  W.  AIehcer. 


operative  Union.  lleigate  and  Plymouth 
were  extremely  well  pleased  with  the  work 
he  did  for  them,  and  it  is  an  open  secret 
that  his  services  at  Holyoake  House  are 
highly  appreciated.  For  several  years  lie 
was  a member  of  the  Central  Education 
Committee.  He  also  served  on  the  Central 
Council  of  the  Workers’  Educational  Asso- 
ciation for  some  years,  and  for  a period  he 
was  on  active  service  with  both  the  Adult 
and  University  Extension  movements.  At 
the  annual  meeting  of  -the  National  Co- 
operative Men’s  Guild,  held  at  Gloucester 
at  Easter,  lie  was  elected  joint  bon.  secre- 
tary. 

He  stands  before  the  electors,  not  as  a 
hard-faced  business  man  who,  through 
always  grovelling  on  the  ground,  never 
sees  the  glorious  sunshine  overhead,  but 
as  one  who  believes  that  it  is  not 
impossible  to  combine  industry  with 
idealism. 

As  a Trade  Unionist. 

Mr.  Alerter's  record  as  a trade  unionist 
is  no  less  distinguished.  For  many  years 
be  was  a member  cf  the  national  executive 
council  of  the  C'o-operntive  Employees’ 
Union  (now  the  N..U.D.A.W.),  and,  as  such, 
served  on  the  special  committee  appointed 
to  secure  the  -acceptance  of  a minimum 
scale  of  wqges  by  all  co-operative  societies. 
At  one  time  lie  was  also  an  active  member 
of  ' the  Shop  Assistants'  Union,  in  addition 
to  being  president  of  his  local  Trades  and 
Labour  Council,  and  a loyal  supporter  of 
other  workers’  organisations.  At  present 
be  edits  the  official  journal  of  the  National 
Union  of  Co-operative  Officials. 

Statements  have  been  made  that  Afr. 
Mercer  is  being  run  jointly  by  the  Co- 
operative aud  Labour  parties.  That  is  not 
so.  Only  one  party  lias  adopted  him,  and 
only  one  party  is  defraying  the  cost  of  his 
candidature,  and  that  party  is  the  Co-  ' 
operative.  His  programme  is,  however,  so 
acceptable  to  the  Aloss  Side  Labour  Party, 
the  Manchester  Labour  Party,  and  the 
national  executive  of  the  Labour  Party 
that  they  have  passed  unnmmbusly  resolu- 
tions approving  his  candidature,  and  are 
giving  him  their  whole-hearted  support.  It 
would  perhaps  not  .be  very  difficult  to  find  . 


the  reason  for  these  misstatements,  but 
electors  who  desire  to  put  Air.  Mercer  in 
his  right  place,  which  is  the  House  of 
Commons,  should  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  misled  by  this  old  electioneering  dodge. 

The  Aloss  Side  fort  at  the  moment  is 
held  by  a Coalitionist,  and  according  to 
present  arrangements  it  will  be  attacked 
by  the  Liberal  as  well  as  the  Co-operative 
party.  The  last  general  election  left  the 
Coalitionist  with  a majority  of  nearly  five 
thousand  votes  over  his  opponent  (Liberal). 
There  were  32,648  people  on  the  electorate 
roll,  and  about  half  that  number  voted. 
It  will  be  seen  that  Air.  Mercer  has  under- 
taken no  slight  tnsk,  but  those  who  know 
him  best  say  it  is  one  *'fter  his  own  heart. 

Certainly,  if  the  workers  in  the  consti- 
tuency will  to  themselves  only  be  true, 

and  realise  that  they  can  best  be  repre- 
sented in  the  House  of  Commons  by  one 
hewn  from  the  same  rock  as  themselves, 

the  seat  is  as  good  as  won  for  Co-opera- 
tion. 

What  is  the  sitting  Member's  record? 
Does  it  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  men  and 
women  living  in  the  district  to-day?  Co- 
operators,  at  any  rate,  should  not  forget 
the  fact  that  iu  Parliament  he  has  consis- 
tently voted  against  their  interests.  Nor 
can  they  and  others  overlook  the  support 
he  has  given  to  Protectionist  measures 
obnoxious  to  all  who  understand  how  the 
industries  of  Lancashire  have  been  estab- 
lished on  a basis  of  Free  Trade.  He  has 
also  supported  other  measures  of  a dis- 
tinctly reactionary  character.  Air.  Mercer's 
other  opponent  is  a Wee  Free,  so  the 
anti-Co-operative  vote  is  certain  to  be 
hopelessly  split  to  the  serious  disadt’antage 
of  both  his  rivals. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Alancffiester  Co- 
operative Party — and  this  applies  to  both 
uieu  and  women — are  working  happily 
together  like  a band  of  brothers.  Air. 
Mercer  has  been  astonished  at  the 
enormous  amount  of  voluntary  work  done 
by  members  of  the  party  and  other  co- 
operators  during  the  past  few  months.  He 
is  fortunate  in  having  so  experienced  a 
politician  as  Air.  Edgar  Whiteley  (presi- 
dent of  the  Alanchester  and  Salford  Society) 
as  the  chairman  of  his  eleetiou^committee. 
What  lie  does  not  know  about  electioneer- 
ing has  not  yet  passed  through  any  man’s 
brains.  The  organiser  is  Mr.  T.  Anderson, 
another  “ old  hand  ” at  electioneering, 
and  he  has  already  constructed  a very 
efficient  organisation.  Three  ward  secre- 
taries have  been  appointed  in  Alessrs.  J. 
W.  Croxall  (All  Saints'),  A.  Hatton  (St. 
Luke’s),  and  G.  Pridmore  (Aloss  Side 
East)  ; whilst^  Air.  F.  Jones  (Co-operative 
Union)  is  acting  as  treasurer. 

People  living  in  the  constituency  are  of 
the  artisan-tradesman  class,  and  should  be 
delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  of  re- 
newing an  acquaintance,  brokeu  many 
years  ago,  with  a man  who  is  so  essentially 
a workers’  candidate.  One,  if  not  two,  co- 
operative societies  have  shops  in  the  divi- 
sion , and  the  members  trading  at  the 
stores,  if  they  have  not  enrolled  them- 
selves as  workers  for  Mr.  Mercer,  should 
lose  no  time  in  doing  so.  Already  230 
workers  are  busy  paving  the  way  to 
victory,  and  a sample  of  their  earnestness 
is  the  distribution  cf  12,000  copies  of  the 
••  Alcss  Side  Mercury  ” (Mr.  Mercer’s 
election  paper)  in  two  days. 

When  I called  round  at  the  Union  offices 
in  Alanchester  the  other  day  to  talk  over 
tilings  in  general,  and  the  Aloss  Side  con- 
stituency in  particular,  I fonud  Mr.  Mercer 
busy  putting  the  world  right  on  paper,  as 
he  hopes  to  do  in  Parliament  very  (diortlv. 
He  takes  a rosy  view  of  his  prospects  of 
sitting  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  a Co- 
operative Member. 

Some  debaters  try  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciencies iu  their  own  ease  by  attacking 
that  of  their  opponents.  l’lie  future 
Alember  for  Aloss  Side  did  not  do  this ; 
whatever  be  the  shortcomings  of  the  Liberal 
or  Coalitionist  programme  he  is  going  to 
stand  or  fall  by  that  drawn  up  by  the  Co- 
operative Party  and  endorsed  by  Congress. 
That  programme  has  been  made  known  to 
the  electors  from  the  platform  and  through 
the  press,  and  Air.  Alercer  believes  that 
it  will  win  him  the  seat.  It  certainly 
should,  for  it  takes  the  people  a long  way 
further  towards  the  realisation  of  their 
most  cherished  ideals  than  that  of  sm- 
other party.  There  are  some  seventeen 
items  on  the  programme,  but  they  can  all 
be  boiled  down  to  one — the  substitution  of 
co-operation  for  competition  iu  all  matters 
appertaining  to  life,  be  they  of  a local, 
national,  or  international  character. 

There  are  men  in  the  House  of  Commons 
to-day  who  should  be  out  of  it,  just  as 
there  are  men  out  of  it  who  should  be  in 
it.  The  sitting  Alember  for  Aloss  Side  is 
in  the  nrst-named  class,  and  Mr.  T.  W. 
Alercer  "in  the,  second.  Electors,  both  men 
and  wofnen,  see  you  to  it  ! The  olianee  to 
redeem  yourselves  politically  is  here — 
take  bold  of  it  with  noth  hands  1 


EFFECTS  OF  THE 

GUILD  SYSTEM. 

WOULD  THE  CONSUMER  BE 
EXPLOITED  ? 

SOME  POSSIBILITIES 
EXAMINED. 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  clssbing 
between  the  Guild  Socialist  movement  and 
consumers’ . co-operative  societies  (as  men- 
tioned in  the  '*  Co-operative  .sews  ” 
Special  Commissioner’s  article  on  Juno 
24th),  it  may  be  of  interest  to  examire  the 
general  question  of  what  the  relations  of 
guilds  and  consumers  are  likely  to  be  under 
the  Guild  Socialist  system.  Mr.  G.  C. 
Field,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  ot  Liverpool  Univer- 
sity, discusses  this  in  chapter  HI.  of  his 
book,  “Guild  Socialism:  a Critical  Ex- 
amination.” Throughout  the  book  Air. 
F’ield  insists  that  in  any  event  the  working 
of  the  guild’s  system  would  be  conditioned 
by  the  tendencies  of  human  nature,  and 
lie  suggests  that  the  result  might  not  lie 
quite  what  its  promoters  expect.  The 
latter  contend  that  their  system  would  be 
to  the  consumers’  advantage,  but  Mr. 
F’ield  is  apparently  of  thp  contrary  opinion, 
his  chief  objections  being  that : — 

1.  The  motives  which  leqd  workers  to 
give  the  best  production  would  be  weakened, 
e.g.,  there  would  be  no  fear  of  unemploy- 
ment ; the  nats^nl  human  tendency  to  shun 
effort  might  lead  to  serious  restriction,  of 
output  ; managers  would  not  do  their  best 
work  if  liable  to  interference  through  the 
operation  of  “ democratic  control  ” by  the 
rank  and  file. 

2.  The  exploitation  of  the  consumer 
would  be  possible  through  poor  service,  as 
well  as  through  an  unreasonable  proportion 
of  the  national  income  being  demanded  by- 
guilds which  monopolised  vital  services. 

3.  Enterprise,  experiment,  and  new  ideas 
would  be  at  a discount.  The  guilds  would 
control  the  material  resources  in  their  own 
trades,  and  the  stimulus  of  fresh  minds 
from  other  spheres  would  be  practically 
ruled  out.  Opportunities  for  experiment 
would  be  restricted,  as  any  idea  once 
refused  by  the  guilds  would  have  no  other 
chance  of  adoption. 

Grounds  for  Fears. 

In  considering  whether  there  is  any 
ground  for  these  fears  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  author  is  assuming  the 
adoption  of  the  guild  system  throughout 
the  land,  which  means  that  eacli  guild 
would  enjoy  freedom  from  competition  in 
its  own  line,  and  would  have  a monopoly 
in  one  particular  sphere.  An  important 
question,  thoreforej  is  whether  the  powerful 
guilds  would  resist  the  temptation  to 
exploit  the.consumer  in  one  or  other  of  the 
ways  above-mentioned.  The  fact  that  the 
present  advocates  of  Guild  Socialism  are 
inspired  by  lofty  motives  is  not  sufficient 
to  reassure  consumers  on  this  point.  It 
does  not  follow  that  nil  the  scheme's  ad- 
ministrators would  be  equally  d.sin- 
terested ; and  even  if  the  system  were 
worked  in  the  right  spirit  on  its  inaugura- 
tion, there  would  remain  the  problem  of 
the  uttitude  of  the  next  generation  of 
workers.  Aloreover.  each  guild  would  cer- 
tainly develop  an  “ esprit  de  corps  ” — a 
guild  “ patriotism  ” which  Air.  Field  fears 
may  easily  become  guild  “ jingoism  " in 
some  cases,  one  powerful  guild  disputing 
with  others  as  to  the  relative  A-alue  of  their 
respective  services,  and  incidentally  levy- 
ing toll  on  the  consumer.  Tire  possibility 
of  such  happenings  cannot  be  ignored, 
though  of  course  no  one  can  foretell  wliab 
will  actually  take  place ; but  the  danger  is 
always  there.  Again,  re  the  question 
whether  the  coirs  inner  will  get  his  wants 
supplied  satisfactorily  -by  the  guild’s  ser- 
vice, it  must  be  remembered  that  one  or 
two  Guild  Socialist  writers  Lave  hinted 
that  the  guilds  may  decide  themselves  the 
style,  workmanship.  &c..  ns  they  will  knew 
what  is  best  for  the  consumer  ! 

All  tilings  considered,  no  doubt  many  co- 
operators  will  agree  with  Air.  F’ield  that  it 
is  very  doubtful  whether  the  guild  pro- 
gramme offers  advantages  to  the  ronsumer 
important  enough  to  outweigh  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  that  would  follow  its  full 
adoption.  By  co-operation  the  (onsiuncr 
has  his  just  interests  reasonably  protected, 
and  enjoys  a comparative  security  which  it 
would  be  folly  to  abandon.  It  nniv  bo 
objected  that  under  the  Cto-operntivc  Com- 
monwealth also,  the  fact  that  the  societies 
would  have  no  outside  competitors  might 
lead  to  poor  service  in  some  cases:  but 
here  the  consumers  would  have  the  remedy 
in  their  own  hands  to  a large  extent,  their 
societies  being  democratically  controlled 
by  the  general  body  of  members,  not  bv 
those  interested  iu  one  particular  industry. 
As  regards  tlie  producers  and  distributive 
workers  it  is  generally  conceded  that  tho 
co-operative  movement  is  in  the  front  rank 
of  employers  for  good  wages  and  lnrirume 
conditions.  Presumably,  too.  the  workers 
would  still  have  their  trades  unions  to 
protect  their  interests  in  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth,  and  there  would  be  the 
machinery  of  joint  committees  and  so 
forth,  at  least  as  adequate  as  at  present, 
for  consultation,  and  'for  conciliation  in  tlie 
event  of  disputes.  To  the  present  writer 
some  such  arrangement  as  this,  giving  in 
great  measure  joint  control  to  the  con- 
sumer and  tlie  producer,  seems  preferable 
to  the  close  corporations  of  Guild  Socialism 
with  its  administrative  system  heavily 
weighted  in  favour  of  the  producer. 

Viator. 
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AT  FOLKESTONE. 

WELCOME  VISIT  BY  PROF. 
HALL. 

STUDENTS'  SUPERIORITY 

AT  CRICKET. 

Thk  number  of  students  for  the  final  week 
of  the  Southern  Summer  School  at  Folkestone 
was  not  quite  so  large  as  in  tho  previous  weeks, 
but  the  same  intense  spirit  and  energy  in  study 
ami  play  predominated. 

In  addition  to  being  welcomed  by  the  two 
eachers  in  charge,  the  students  also  received 
i very  cordial  welcome  from  Professor  Hall, 
ivho  paid  a'  Hying  visit  to  the  school  on  his 
return  from  the  continent^  where  he  had  been 
attending  tho  Brussels  Summer  School.  He 
had  also  paid  a.  visit  to  Germany,  in  addition 
to  attending  the  International  Conference  on 
Workers'  Education  at  Brussels,  which  was 
leld  last  week. 

In  welcoming  the  students  on  Saturday 
evening,  Professor  Hall  stressed  the  value  of 
the  educational  work  of  the  summer  schools 
'n  tho  co-operative  movement,  and  indicated 
tow,  by  living  co-operatively  and  studying  the 
problems  of  social  life  under  ideal  co-operative 
jonditions  during  the  all-too-brief  period  of  a 
summer  school,  direction  and  force  were  given 
to  the  progress  of  the  co-operative  movement 
towards  its  ideal. 

A Talk  About  Belgium. 

Later  in  the  evening  he  gave  an  interesting 
talk  about  the  conditions  in  Belgium.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  municipalities  were  much 
behind  England,  as  the  essential  services,  such 
as  gas  and  water,  were  mainly  carried  on  by 
private  enterprise.  One  very  interesting  point 
was  his  description  of  the  co-operative  caf<$3, 
showing  their  very  great  importance  in  co- 
operative development  on  the  continent,  some 
of  them  having  the  capacity  to  accommodate 
from  two  to  three  thousand  people. 

On  Sunday  morning  Mr.  T.  Ellison  gave  a 
brief  talk  on  “ Education,”  differentiating 
between  education  as  a whole  and  its  various 
parts. 

In  the  evening  Professor  Hall  gave  a further 
address,  in  which  he  made  a comparison  of 
co-operation  in  -France,  Belgium,  and  Ger- 
many. 

Regional  Societies. 

In  referring  to  the  tendency  towards  amal- 
gamation, Professor  Hall  said  that  in  one 
district  in  Belgium  about  100  societies  had 
formed  one  district  society.  The  societies  were 
small,  and  not  of  an  economic  size,  but  there 
was  a distinct  tendency  towards  the  formation 
of  regional  societies.  With  regard  to  politics, 
he  pointed  out  that  there  was  quite  a different 
attitude  in  the  various  countries.  In  Belgium 
the  co-operative  movement  carried  out  both 
economic  and  political  functions,  but  in  France 
and  Germany  the  co-operators  were  politically 
neutral.  Professor  Hall  also  indicated  that 
there  was  more  co-operative  unity  in  England 
than  any  of  the  other  European  countries. 

Proceeding,  the  speaker  said  production  on 
a large  scale  was  being  carried  on  by  the  re- 
gional societies,  and  many  of  the  societies  sold 
English  goods,  the  English  CAWS,  drapery 
goods  and  soaps  being  fairly  well  advertised. 
He  described  what  were  termed  works  of 
solidarity  which  were  carried  on  by  many  of 
the  societies,  such  as , the  provision  of  bread 
for  members  who  were  unemployed,  free 
medical  attendance  for  members,  and  pensions 
for  members  in  proportion  to  their  purchases 
at  the  age  of  sixty. 

During  the  week  morning  lectures  were 
delivered  by  Mr.  T.-Ellison  on  “Problems  of 
Industrial  Administration,”  and  in  the  evening 
classes  were  held  on  “The  Development  of 
Education  in  the  Nineteenth  Century,”  by 
Miss  Joan  Edghill,  B.Sc.,  and  on  “ Law  and 
Opinion  in  England  in  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury,” by  Mr.  T.  Ellison. 

A Cricket  Match. 

A feature  of  the  week  was  a cricket  match 
between  the  students  at  the  summer  school 
and  the  cricket  club  run  by  the  einpIo3'ecs  of 
the  Folkestone  Co-operative  Society.  The 
students  went  in  first,  and  batted  well,  and 
with  the  score  at  70  for  nine  wickets  declared. 
The  employees’  wicketkeeper  made  two  fine 
catches  behind  tho  wickets.  The  students 
took  the  field  right  away,  and  tho  employees' 
wickets  fell  quickly,  thanks  to  the  fine  bowling 
and  smart  fielding,  of  the  students.  Darkness 
brought  the  match  to  a finish  with  the  score 
at  34  for  eight  wickets.  The  match  was 
fought  out  with  splendid  spirit.  The  Summer 
School  Cup  was  presented  to  the  captain  of  tho 
team  which  scored  the  most  runs  by  Miss  Joan 
EdgJulL 
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GRAVESEND  GROWS. 


AN  ATTRACTIVE  AND  UP-TO-DATE  CAFE. 


MORE  NEW  PREMISES  OPENED. 


There  appears  to  be  a friendly  rivalry 
amongst  the  Kentish  societies  as  to  which 
one  shall  occupy  the  premier  position  in  the 
county.  Gravesend  is  steady  forging  ahead, 
and  is  giving  unmistakable  rigns  of  vigour 
and  growth.  About  four  months  ago 
reforded  in  these  columns  the  opening  by  the 
society  of  an  additional  braiyeh,  and  of  a new 
model  bakery.  Further  signs  of  progp 
were  demonstrated  on  Thursday  last  week 
when  the  society  opened  well-equipped  out- 
fitting and  confectionery  departments,  with 
an  up-to-date  cafe  attached,  in  New-road 
Gravesend.  A central  position  ip  one  cl  the 
best  shopping  districts  has  been  obtained  Jo; 
this  new  enterprise.  The  structural  work, 
the  internal  fittings  of  oak  to  the  cafe  liavi 
been  designed  by  the  C’.W.S.  architect's  de 
partment,  and  the  work  has  been  satisfac 
torily  carried  out  by  the  C'.W.S.  building 
department. 

The  front  has  been  constructed  iu  teak 
There  are  two  shops — one  utilised  fur  the 
outfitting  and  the  other  fur  the  confectionery 
departments.  The  confectionery  shop  looks, 
bright  and  cheerful  with  the  glazed  tiles  to 
the  counter  fronts.  On  the  first  floor  there 
is  a pleasantly  arranged  cafe,  which  will 
accommodate  about  seventy  persons.  The 
small  tables  have  a covering  of  polished 
plate-glass.  On  the  next  floor  is  a room  run- 
ning the  width  of  the  two  shops  which  is  to 
be  utilised  for  teas,  dinners,  and  social 
gatherings.  The  society  are  endeavouring  to 
make  this  a popular  social  centre,  and  their 
enterprise  should  receive  the  fullest  support 
of  the  members. 

The  Opening  Speeches. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Clunnp,  who  presided  at  the 
opening  ceremony,  said  the  premises  re- 
flected great  credit  on  the'conumttee  and  the 
managing  secretary,  Mr.  Croft.  It  had  been 
the  desire  of  the  committee  to  get  into  the 
main  thoroughfare  for  a number  of  years 
pa.st,  and  this  object  had  at  last  been 
, achieved.  The  society  had  now  the  most  up- 
to-date  confectionery  department  and  cafe 
in  Gravesend'.  He  paid  a tribute  to  the 
business  ability  of  Mr.  Crcft,  through  whose 
efforts  the  acquisition  of  the  property  had 
become  possible.  The  committee  had 
honoured  Mr.  Croft  that  clay  by  asking  him 
to  perform  the  opening  ceremony. 

Mr.  Croft  expressed  his  appreciation  of 
the  honour  conferred  upon  him.  He  was 
sure  that  the  whole  of  the  members  would 
be  proud  of  the  block  of  premises  acquired 
by  the  society.  It  was  net  long  ago  .-inee 
the  society  opened  a new  grocery  branch  a fid 
n new  bakery.  Of  course  as  soon  as  they 
secured  the  new  bakery  they  were  very 
anxious  that  greater  progress  should  be 
made  with  the  confectionery  department. 
They  were  pleased  with  the  progress  the 
society  was  making.  After ^the  first  thirty- 
four  years  the  'society  had  accumulated 
capital  to  the  extent  of  £1S,000.  During 
the  last  six  months  the  sum  of  £20, 000  had 
been  spent  in  carrying  out  the"  extensions. 
When  they  had  cleared  up  'these  matters 
then?  would  still  he  a credit  at  the  bank. 
Such  progress  would  not  have  been  possible 
had  not  the  members  confidence  in  life 
society.  He  felt  that  the  new  cafe  was  going 
to  be  a great  acquisition  to  the  societvT 
There  were  some  5,000  members  residing  in 
an  area  of  seven  or  eight  miles,  and  when 
they  eaine  to  Gravesend  it  would  to' possible 
for  them  to  bare  their  meals'  at  the  cafe. 
They  wanted  the  members  to  realise  that  the 
new  premises  belonged  to  them  and  not  to 
the  committee,  and  to  understand  what  co- 
operation could  do  for. the  people. 

Grert-  Future  for  Co-operation. 

He  believed  - that  the  co-operative  move- 
ment u'as  going  to  do  more  for  the  people 
than  even  the  political  work  in  this  country. 
There  was  a great  future  for  co-operation" 
for  the  past  two  or  three  years  had  been  :.ii 
indication  cf  what  could  he  ayiuinplislled. 
In  fitting  out  the  confertioiieTv  department 
and  cafe  they  had  endeavoured  to  wipe  out 
the  stigma  that  the  co-opera  rive  movement 
'..is  only  something*  second-rate.  The 
c-operative  movement  could  cater  for 
the  wants  of  the  people  in  a manner 
equal  to  any  other  trading  organisa- 
tion, in  the  country.  (Applause.)  In  con- 
clusion, Mr.  Croft  made  an  earnest  appeal 
for  new  members. 

lie  members  and  visitors  subsequently 
made  an  inspection,  and  they  were  able  to 
endorse  the  compliments  paid  at  the  open- 
ing. The  delegates  were  able  to  sample  the 
tering  at  a tea  given  by  the  committee, 
■?r  which  Mr.  Clir.use  presided  Con- 
gratulatory speeches  fallowed  the  meal 

Congratulations  from  Delegates. 

Mr.  Ireland  (Rochester)  considered  that 
the  building  was  well  thought  out,  and  was 
tastefully  designed  and  decorated  internally. 
No  society  could  do  better  than,  put  its 
business  in  the  hands  of  the  C'.W.S.  archi- 
tect's department.  (Appbnrse.)  The  new 
building  reflected  great  credit  on  the  de- 
partment and  the  committee.  Ho  congratu- 
lated tho  society  on  tflie  success  which  they 
had  worked  for  and  achieved. 

Mr.  Turnbull  (Dart ford)  thought  the  word 
which 'best  described  tho  cafe  was  the  term 


“excellent.”  He  • suggested  that  {he 
various  societies  should  exhibit  notices  in 
their  stones  stating  that  the  Gravesend  cafe 
was  open  for  a good  cup  of  tea. 

.The  Chairman  stated  that  this  matter 
had  already  received  the  committee's 
consideration. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Sheppard  extended  good  wishes 
from  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society.  The  cater- 
ing business,  lie  said,  was  a lung-felt  want 
amongst  the  movement  in  the  South  <f 
England.  The  Midland  and  Northern  socie- 
ties had  seen  the  advantages  of  this  section* 
of  the  movement.  He  hoped  that  success 
would  attend  the  so  ■:ci\'>-  efforts,  and  th.it 
in  the  near  future  a further  extension  would 
he  necessary. 

Mr.  Hills  offered  congratulations  on  behalf, 
of  the  Grays  Society. 

Mr.  Walkling,  on  behalf  of  the  officials  and 
committee,  acknowledged  the  kind  remarks 
of  the  delegates. 

Presentation  to  Mr.  Croft. 

Mr.  Ekins,  chief  of  the  C'.W.S.  architect’s 
department,  said  it  was  a source  of  gratifica- 
tion to  hear  so  many  kind  ?xpressi' 
respecting  the  w'r.rk  which  had  been  carried 
out  by  his  department.  Pie  offered  on  behalf 
of  his  department  the  very  best  wishes  for 
the  success  of  the  new  venture.  He  took 
a keen  interest  in  co-operative  society’3 
architecture,  which  for  years  had  been  a by< 
word  and  reproach.  One  of  the  delegates 
had  said  that  only  the  b?-st  was  good  enough 
for  co-operators.  He  did  not  see  why  they 
should  not  have  the  best.  (Applause.)  His 
.department  had  done  the  best  they  could 

ifch  this  particular  job  for  the  expenditur 
involved.  The  cast  inclusive  of  everything 
was  abo.ut  £2,000.  He  acknowledged  the 
valuable  assistance  received  from  the  com- 
mittee and  from  Mr.  Croft.  As  regards  the 
building,  he  was  glad  to  see  a cafe  started  in 
the  right  atmosphere ; they  could  not  have  a 
cafe  too  attractive.  He  considered  that  the 
cafe  was  attractive,  cleanly,  and  inviting. 
Mr.  Ekins  concluded  by  presenting  Mr. 
Croft  with  a gold,  watch  as  a souvenir  from 
the  architect’s  department. 

Mr.  Croft,  in  returning  thank's,  said  the 
gift  would  remind  him  of  the  verv  kind  ex- 
pressions used  towards  him  that  afternoon. 
There  \vas  a real  pleasure  in  "rendering  scw- 
vices  in  any  capacity  when  one  had  the  reel- 
ing that  these  services  were  appreciated. 
He  acknowledged  the  efficient  maimer  in 
whjcli  the  C’.W.S.  architect’s  and  building 
departments  had  done  their  work,  and  also 
eulogised  the  services  cf  Mr.  Harrison,  the 
foreman  in  oliarg?.  They  were  also  indebted 
for  the  advice  given  by  Mr.  C.  Carter,  of  the 
C’.W.S.  catering  department. 

In  the  evening  a cone ert-me? ting  was  held 
in  St.  James’  Institute,  wlieie  an  address 
was  given  by  Mr.  J.  Dickinson,  chairman  of 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational 
committee. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 


Oxford, — The  quarterly  meeting  was  held 
on  Friday,  August  lltli,  Mr.  E.  King  presid- 
ing over  a fair  attendance  of  members.  The 
report  and  balance  sheet  for  theJirst  half  of 
1922  .was  presented.  The  sales  for  the 
period  amounted  to  £155,937.  re  decrease  of 
£73,261  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year,  the  fall  in  prices  and 
continued  unemployment  being  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  decrease.  New  member > 
to  tlie  number  of  175  were  admitted,  475  who 
cl  withdrawn  for  various  reason,  rejoined. 
The  present  membership  was  10,871.  A 
dividend  of  8d.  in  the  pound-  was  agreed  to 
and  £128  appropriated  for  educational  pur- 
poses from  the  disposable  surplus  of  £5,120. 
Mr.  G.  Boyce  was  re-elected  secretary.  Mr. 
G.  Carter  ancl  Mr.  J.  Hcrrobin  wei*?  re- 
elected to  tlie  management  committee,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Garrett.  E.  Harris,  and  Miss  N. 
Currington  to  tlie  educational  committee,  t 


LONDON’S  LOSS. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  A.  HAINSWORfl 
A SPLENDID  WORKER. 

Tiieue  will  bo  genuine  and  widc-gp-, 
regret  at  the  sudden  passing  away  of  m , 
Hainsworth  (a  member  of  the  Royal  Ar*i 
Society’s  full-time  committee)  at  the  early 
of  fifty-eight  years.  On  Saturday  eVeni? 
the  writer  had  a chat  with  Mr.  HainnjffiH 
at  Shornells,  where  he  played  a game  of  l,^, 
with  some  of  his  colleagues,  and  he  was  tu 
in  the  best  of  health  ancl  spirits.  ()n  y|0n|j 
he  spoke  at  a meeting  of  the  Women’s  ft,  n 
in  the  Woolwich  area,  and  he  had  a s,^ 
which,  necessitated  his  removal  to  the  W 
College  Hospital,  where  he  passed  away  ^ 
Tuesday  morning. 

, For  over  thirty  years  Mr.  Hainsworth  U; 
been  a teacher  and  speaker  for  the  co-own. 
tivo  movement,  and  he  was  well-known  j, 
many  districts,  for  his  vigorous  aiid  zcaU I 
platform  work.  A native  of  Yorkshire,  prj 
, to  coining  south,  Mr.  Hainsworth  \VM  , 
worker  for  many  years  in  association  with  tin 
Queensbury  Co-operative  Society  and  th* 
Caldcrdale  District  Association.  He  had  takea 
an  active  and  useful  part  in  public  life  M , 
member  of  the  Queensbury  Urban  District 
Council,  on  which  he  held  a seat  for  nine  yean; 
and  for  six  years  he  was  a member  of  the  local 
School-  Board. 

On  leaving  his  native  County,  Mr,  Hains- 
worth was  appointed  full-time  education^ 
secretary  with  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society-! 
a position  which  he  filled  for  fourteen  year* 
In  1918  he  resigned  this  post  to  becon* 
London  organiser  for  the  North  and  South 
Metropolitan  Association,  and  this  brought 
him  into  close  contact  with  many  soeirf» 
in  the  southern  area.  Prior  to  his  appoint- 
ment,  Mr.  Hainsworth  was  a member  of  tbs 
■Southern  Sectional  Board,  and  .subsequently  j 
he  was  made  an'  honorary  member.  On  tba 
establishment  of  the  full-time  committee 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society,  Mr.  Hainsworth 
was  one  of  the  seven  successful  candidates. 

Buyers’  Condolences. 

At  the  buyers’  dinner  at  the  C'.W.S.  London 
headquarters,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  Openshsvr 
made  a fitting  reference  to  the  loss  which  tho 
movement  has  sustained  by  the  sudden  demise 
of  Mr.  Hainsworth.  He  had  known  Mr. 
Hainsworth,  he  said,  for  about  thirty  yea  re, 
as  one  of  tho  most  conscientious  workers  in  the 
movement.  There  was  no  one  who  had  put 
in  more  strenuous  platform  work  during  lha 
last  few  years.  He  was  a good  friend  to  the 
co-operative  movement  and  a splendid  worker, 
and  all  felt  a sense  of  loss  that  he  should  have 
been  taken  away  at  a comparatively  early  age. 
He  moved  that  a letter  of  condolence  lie  sent 
to  Mrs.  Hainsworth  and  family,  and  to  the 
commit  tee  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Elliott  (general  manager  of  the 
London  Society),  in  seconding,  said  lie  hid 
had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr.  Hainsworth  i 
and  his  relatives  at  Queensbury  for  manyyraa 
Previous  to  coming  to  Woolwich  Mr.  Haim- 
worth  did  a large  amount  of  propaganda 
work  in  the  West  Riding  area  in  preparation 
for  his  activities  as  educational  secretary 'l 
Woolwich.  He  could  only  expre  s sorrow  tint 
his  Services  had  been  lost  to  the  movement 
at  such  an  early  period  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Ralph ' Hibberd  (secretary  to 
Southern  Section)  associated  himself,  on  liehiu 
of  the  Co-operative  Union,  with  the  explo- 
sion of  sympathy.  He  knew  Mr.  Hainsworth 
as  a member  of  the  sectional  board  ami  *W 
as  educational  secretary  to  the  Royal  An^jul 
Society.  When  he  ceased  to  be  the  London 
organiser  lie  was  appointed  an  honorary 
member  of  the  board.  Mr.  Hainsworth 
extremely  fond  of  platform  work,  and  « 
fancied  that  he  often  did  too  much  in  l|u! 
direction.  He  felt  sure  that  the  scetio1" 
board  and  the  Metropolitan  District  Asser- 
tion executive  when  they  met  would  cmlom 
the  expressions  of  sympathy  at  the  loss  of  on_ 
of  the  best-known  workers  in  the  Soutnf 
Section. 

The  company  passed  the  resolution  i 
verently  rising-  in  their  places. 


CHIPPING  NORTON  TO  THE  FORE. 
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n e Chipping 
Norton  Society  has 
• e n 1 1 y ’ made 
several  alterations 
nd  extensions  in 
is  business  pre- 
mises. It  Tins  moved 
provisions  ” out 
of  the  grocery  shop 
into  a separate 
department  which 
was  formerly  the 
butchers’  shop.  This 
liange  is  proving 
of  great  advantage 
o members.  A con- 
fectionery depart- 
ment and  ten 
m s,  adjoining 
the  premises  in 

High-street  "’ere 

opened  a few  weeks 
go.  The  tea  rooms  are  a boon  to 
ountry  members  visiting  the  (.tores.  The 
confectionery  department  is  also  a great 
success.  At  the  retent  Hospital  Saturday 
Carnival  a splendidly-arranged  car  was  sent 
to  represent  the  new  department  with  'foul- 
girls  taking  tea  and  two  waitresses  and  two 
girls  ju  fancy  dress  to  represent  C'.W.S. 


Tiie  Society: s Tableau  at  tiie  Fete. 


fWj 

- the  4<j’ 


coffee  and  cocoa  and  “ Russet 
girls  distributed  literature  showing 
vantages  of  membership  amongst 
the  oar  was  much  admired  by  tho  ' ril''  .Yt  ^ 
had  prizes  been  given  there  ri  lit?**  “ r,  j 
would  have  taken  first.  The  gnu  ’.  ' j,,. if 
pretty  picture  in  the  sunshine  "it 
smiling  faces  and  smart  dressei. 
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pTEWS  IN  BRIEF 

<» HAPPY  INDIA" — TO  BE. 

,mppt  India!”  The  title  would  seem 
, were  a description  of  India  to-day  ; 
ioke.'  _ot  that.  It  is  a description  of  India 

Kfii-ht  ta  if  gu*4  fcr  "'odcrn  scic"c0- 
, wpto“;  th0  wfil"  of  HAprY 

}lr'  w (George  Allen  and  Unwin  Ltd.,  Os. 

U having  read  about.  Indian  famines, 
Bf,:\  , ,0  visit  India  and  make  a first-hand 

• ttotio”  of  conditions  prevailing  there, 
a hifcome  to  the  conclusion  that  India 

. t0  be  guided  by  men  of  science, 
such  guidance  there  would  be  abun- 
'*  pvcn  for  the  poorest  classes,  and  he 
‘Sts  that  granaries  filled  .in  good  seasons 
Id  provide  food  for  both  men  and  cattle 
"L  seasons  of  drought.  One  of  his  chief 
of  complaint  is  that  valuable  cow 
‘ „ oi  for  fuel.  Food  production  is 

jfiicicn, ; b,,t  dea,ing  with  aSriculture 
Mrally.  he  argues  that  the  income  of  India 
[,ht  tc  increased  by  1*550  millions  sterling 
year.  Early  marriage  .and  fevers  intor- 
e’with  the  increase  in  population  ; but  the 
itfr.  in  indicating  some  lines  in  which 
ntic  guidance  might  be  offered,  points 
that  artificial  manures,  which  he  holds  to 
esrntial.  could  be  provided  at  much  less 
nthecost  of  an  army  to  keep  a discontented 
ph  in  subjection.  We  do  not  discover 
■ attempt  to  show  what  co-operation  is 
Dg  to  bring  about  a Happy  India,  and  we 
jen,  Mr.  Lupton  could  have  found  some 
(fence  of  improvements  already  affected  by 
i means. 

HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  AGRICULTURE. 

CownTTEES  and  officials  of  societies  - en- 
gag'd in  farming  will  find  in  “ A Short  History 
of  British  Agriculture,”  by  John  Orr  (Oxford' 
University  Press,  Loudon),  an  interesting 
addition  to  their  libraries.  Numerous  draw- 
ings and  photographs  adorn  the  letterpress, 
and  their  arrangement  is  one  to  be  com- 
mended. On  page  94,  for  instance,  there  js  a 
jtturc  of  a plough  being  drawn  by'  oxen  ; 
® the  opposite  page  is  a photograph  of  a 
modem  motor  plough.  Tho  same  idea  is 
adopted  to  show  tho  contrast  between  the 
Cheviot  ram  of  1794  and  tho  Cheviot  ram  of 
19-1,  the  sowing  by  hand  and  the  sowing  with 

• modern  horse  drill,  and  so  on.  Tho  author, 
in  his  first  chapter,  describes  Britain  at  tho 
iimo  when  anyone  tramping  "from  Land’s 
End  to  Jolrn  o'  Groats  would  not  see  a single 

ghed  field  or  a delved  garden.  Succeeding 
ptors  deal  with  the  growth  and  decay  of 
the  manorial  system  of  farming,  beginning 
W modern  farming,  the  revolution  in  agricul- 
ture, and  bad  times  and  recovery.  The  book, 
the  way,  is  not  indexed ; but  probably 
the  author  thought  the  list  of  illustrations, 
*bich  is  pretty  lengthy,  would  nerve  the  same 
purpose.  Farmers  are  frequently  complain- 
•u?  that  they  have  struck  a bad  patch  ; they 
uill  be  glad  to  know,  on  the  authority  of  John 
that  there  is  every  promise  of  an  improvc- 
Tiie  price  of  the  book  is  2s.  6d.  net. 


hours  and  wages. 

ITo  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

bav©  sea  robed  in  vain  in  the 
‘ ows  ' for  (]et,ajl8  of  the  recent  new  wage 
Proposals  cf  the  North-Western  Sectional 
®uan|  Tl,e  “ Daily  Herald”  and  other 
^••papers  published  the  information  over 
0 ^eeks  ago.  Therefore  I opine  that  ©ichor' 
\Ya»arC  °Ut  to  "'b‘bewash  the  Hours  and 
mf*  !twrd  Cr  Diat  your  news  service  is 
i^retudy  inefficient.  It  is  easy  to  under- 


, a wish  to  conceal  the  new  proposals, 
j aro  so  drastic  and  unco-operative, 
^finitely  worse  than  have  ever  been 


*>v  nn-v  capitalist  concern, 
filji . , ab  readers  of  the  “News”  h 
dQ.  . esPCC-fc  both  sides,  and  it  is  your 
t0  «UPPl.v  the  facts,  if  not  wo  shall  have 
o'"  to  outside  newspapers  for  our  co- 
t||j, , l'e  uews-  It  may  pain  you  to  publish 
orl  if  you  do  not  I shall  print  it 
ore — \ours  fraternally. 

Ti,  Ai.fred  Holt. 

oril*«k.  New  Earswick,  York, 

August  17th,  1922. 


nr<?  sbdI  considering  the  rates 
term  ’ _e  lo  aPP}y.  and  they  will  come  to 
'•C.N,°n«r  uitlicut  interference. — El)., 


DEATH  AT  NINETY-NINE. 


CENTRAL  BOARDS  OLDEST  HONORARY  MEMBER. 


MEMBER  OF  S.C.W.S.  ORIGINAL  DIRECTORATE. 


News  lias  just 
reached  us'  this 
week  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  Alexander 
Meldruni,  of  Ban- 
nockburn, one  of 
the  original  direc- 
tors of  the  Scottish 
Co-operiitire  Whole- 
sale Society,  and 
its  second  presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Meldruni, 
who  was  in  his  99th 
year,  took  an  active 
part  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  S.C.W.S. 
Late  Mu.  A.  Murdrum.  He  was  present  at 
t li  e meeting  at 
which  the  new  Wholesale  Society  was 
launched,  and  lie  was  elected  a member  of 
the  committee  of  management,  of  which 
the.  chairman  was  Air.  George  Merrylees,  of 
Kilmarnock.  Mr.  Merrylees  retained  the 
office  until  1871,  when  he  retired..-  Mr. 
Meldruni  was  elected  to  succeed  him,  and 
carried  on  the  duties  of  president  until  1875. 
Four  years  is  a comparatively  short  term 
for  a president  cf  the  federation,  judged 
by  present  standards,  and  despite  the  tribu- 
lations that  weighed  down  the  presidents 
of  our  two  Wholesale  Societies  last  year 
when  losses  were  phenomenal,  those  losses 
were  by  comparison  nothing  compared  with 
the  misfortune  which  befel  the  Scottish 
Wholesale  Society  during  those  four  years 
of  Mr.  Meldrum’s  presidency.  The  Scottish 
Co-operative  Ironworks  C’o.,  formed  by  dis- 
affected engineers  on  the  Clyde,  was  sup- 
ported by  a considerable  amount  of  co- 


operative capital.  Co-operative  opinion  of 
the  period  blamed  the  manager  of  the 
S.C.W.S.  for  the  extent  to  which  lie  com- 
mitted the  S.C.W.S.  funds  to  the  support 
of  the  ironworks.  Niue  thousand  pounds 
had  beeu  advanced  from  the  Wholesale 
Society  to  its  support  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  directors,  and  the  net  effect 
was  that  practically  the  whole  of  the 
S.C.W.S.  share  capital  was  lost.  At  the 
Wholesale  meeting  in  January,  1875,  the 
shareholders  found  means  to  make  good 
the  loss,  but  the  elections  which  took 
place  that  day  resulted  in  Mr.  Meld  rum 
being  superseded  by  Mr.  Andrew  Boa. 

During  the  whole  cf  the  time  Mr.  Mel- 
drum  had  been  on  the  board  be  had 
attended  every  meeting  except  one,  and 
despite  the  serious  financial  problem  that 
they  had  had  to  solve  the  delegates  who 
spoke  at  that  meeting  were  generous  in 
their  compliments  to  him.  Mr.  Meldrym 
was  then  associated  with  Bannockburn, 
and  for  long  continued  to  be  a member 
of  the  Scottish  Sectional  Board.  When  lie 
was  unable  to  continue  longer  in  active 
service  he  was  elected  an  honorary  member 
and  remained  so  till  death  removed  him 
from  the  list  this  week.  He  continued  to 
reside  at  Bannockburn  until  a compara- 
tively short  time  ago.  when  lie  removed  to 
Stirling  to  live  with  his  daughter,  and 
there  his  death  took  place.  His  ninety- 
nine  years  covered  an  amazing  series  of 
co-operative  advances,  and  we  understand 
that  till  the  end,  although  feeble  and 
weighed  down  with  years,  his  interest  in 
the  co-operative  movement  remained  keen. 

His  burial  was  arranged  to  take  place 
on  Thursday  of  this  week. 


MAXWELL  TESTIMONIAL 

FUND. 

ANOTHER  LITTLE  CHEQUE  WON’T 
DO  IT  ANY  HARM. 


We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  record  the  receipt 
of  further  subscriptions  to  the  Maxwell  Testi- 
monial Fund,  which  is  still  running.  The 
most  interesting  item  in  this  week’s  list  is 
the  subscription  of  £3  from  " El  Hogar 
Obrero  Co-operativa  ” — the  credit  distribu- 
tive and  building  organisation  of  Buenos 
Ayres.  This  subscription  links  up  the  co- 
operators  of  the  Argemine  Republic  with  the 
co-operators  of  England  and  Scotland  and 
other  parts  of  the  world  in  their  appreciation 
of  Sir  William  Maxwell's  efforts  for  world- 
wide co-operation.  The  list  from  Great 
Britain  includes  a personal  subscription  of 
three  guineas  from  Mr.  John  Fitzgerald.  The 
subscription  is  evidence  of  Mr.  Fitzgerald’s 
esteem,  and  is  a fresh  reminder  that  the 
executive  of  the  International  Alliance  has 
no  conscientious  objections  to  contributions 
to  the  testimonial  from  individuals.  The 
other  subscriptions  notified  are  as  follows : — 


National  Co-operative  Publish- 
ing Society  52  10  0 

Hawick  5 5 0 

Vale  of  Leven 5 0 0 

Shccrness  and  District  .......  3 3 0 

Paisley  Underwood  Coal  ....  2 2 0 

Alcester 1 J ® 

Tillicoultry  1 1 ” 

Twerton  1 1 0 

Penicuik  1 ~ 

Bury  St.  Edmund's 0 10  0 

All  subscriptions  for  the  fund  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance,  4,  Great  Smith-street,  Westminster, 
London,  S.W.l. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF. 

The  dispute  between  the  employees  and 
tho  committee  of  the  Wallsend  Society  baa 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  a new  society, 
which  lias  been  called  the  Wallsend  Progres- 
sive Co-operative  Society.  Trading  opera- 
tions were  commenced  on  Thursday  last 
week,  when  the  opsnir.g  of  the  society’s 
first  shop  was  celebrated  by  a procession. 

Derby  and  the  Morning  Star  Sundries 
Ltd.  are  leading  the  way  in  direct  supplies 
from  orchards  to  consumer.  Plums  are 
growing  in  the  orchards  of  the  Morning 
Star  one  day  and  are  handed  to  the 
members  of  the  stores  the  next  morning 
fresh,  good,  and  cheap.  Four  tons  per  day 
are  being  distributed  by  this  society,  and 
in  this  way  the  consumer  is  having  the 
benefit  of  the  bountiful  crop. 

We  regret  to  announce  that  Mr.  Arthur 
Hainswcrth  (a  member  of  the  general  com- 
mittee of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  and  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Southern  Sectional 
Board)  died  suddenly  on  the  morning  of 
August  22nd.  He  addressed  a meeting  of 
the  Peckhnm  Rye  Women’s  Guild  on 
Monday  afternoon,  the  21st  inst..  and 
immediately  following  was  seized  with  n 
fatal  illness.  He  was  removed  to  King’s 
College  Hospital,  Denmark  Hill,  and 
passed  away  without  recovering  conscious- 
ness. Prior  to  his  removal  to  Woolwich, 
the  late  Mr.  Hainsworth  resided  in  Queen s- 
burv  (Yorkshire).  From  1904  to  1918  he 
was  secretary  to  the  educational  committee 
of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society,  after  which 
lie  obtained  a position  under  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union  (Southern  Section)  to  organise 
the  movement  in  London. 


BIGGEST  SOCIETY. 

LONDON  LEADS  THE  WAY  WITH 
100,020  MEMBERS. 


BASLE  CONGRESS  REPOPT. 

The  official  report  of  tho  International 
Co-operative  Congress  at  Basle  is  now  ready 
to  be  printed  off. 

Mr.  May  (secretary  of  the  Alliance)  informs 
us  that  he  is  anxious  to  get  all  the  orders  for 
copies  in  hand  • before  deciding  upon  the 
number  to  bo  printed.  This  may  save  un- 
necessary expense  to  the  Alliance  and  needless 
disappointment  to  themselves.  Societies  and 
individuals  who  require  copies  ought  to  send 
him  their  orders  at  once.  The  report  of  the 
International  Congress — the  first  held  after 
the  war  had  turned  the  world  upside  down — 
will  be  a volume  of  immenso  value  to  co- 
operative students  and  to  others  who  have 
hopes  of  a great  regeneration  being  brought 
about  by  the  co-operative  movement  in  its 
international  ramifications. 

An  edition  of  1,000  copies  would  work  out 
at  about  5s.  per  copy,  and  an  edition  of 
2,000  at  about  4s.,  but  these  prices  are  not 
final,  as  everything  depends  upon  the  genoral 
cost  of  production  at  the  time.  A discount 
of  10  per  cent,  will  be  allowed  on  orders  of 
not  less  than  ten  copies.  All  co-operative 
societies  should  interest  themselves  in  the 
English  edition  of  the  Congress  report,  and 
send  a large  order  at  once  to  the  general 
secretary.  

" your  ever-improving  monthly.''—”  A 

County  Durham  Reader  of  the  * Millgnte 
Monthly.’  ” 


At  the  end  of  1921,  according  to  statis- 
tics just  published  by  the  Co-operative 
Union,  there  were  nine  societies  with  a 
membership  of  over  50,000.  In  order  of 
importance  ns  regards  membership  they 
were  ns  follows: — London,  100.020;  Leeds, 
92G16;  Royal  Arsenal  (Woolwich),  92,413; 
Plymouth,  66,489 : St.  Cuthbert’s  (Edin- 
burgh), 62,827;  Liverpool,  61,642;  Barns- 
ley, 60,787;  Birmingham,  62,475;  New- 
eastle-on-Tyne,  51,390. 


C.W.S.  BULBS. 

Those  people  who  wish  to  have  flowers  for 
the  spring  could  not  do  hotter  than  consult 
tho  catalogue  issued  by  the  C.W.S.  agricul- 
tural department,  which  gives  a splendid 
choioe  of  bulbs,  tubers,,  Ac.,  for  winter  and 
spring  planting.  A special  offer  is  made  of 
100  bulbs  for  6s.,  carriage  paid,  consisting 
of  tulips,  daffodils.,,  crecus,  Spanish  iris, 
snowdrop,  scilla  campa.nula.ta,  and  hyacinth. 
A selection  of  vegetable  seeds  for  autumn 
and  spring  sowing  is  also  included  in  the 
catalogue. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

James  Mob  how. — The  reference  was  to 
Mr  Archer's  work  for  the  society  in  the 
hard  times  through  which  the  society 
passed.  Surely  he  is  entitled  to  some 
credit  for  that. 


DONCASTER 

SENSATION. 

CASHIER  CHARGED  WITH 

EMBEZZLEMENT. 


SERIOUS  ALLEGATIONS. 

A great  sensation  has  been  caused  iii 
Doncaster,  not  only  in  co-operative  circles, 
but  among  the  townspeople  generally,  by 
the  arrest  of  Stephen  Robert  Ivenward, 
chief  cashier  of  the  Doncaster  Co-operative 
Society. 

Kenward  was  arrested  at  Filey  and 
brought  to  Doncaster  by  motor-ear.  Ho 
lias  twice  been  brought  before  the  borough 
magistrates  charged  with  embezzling  the 
sum  of  £6,500,  the  monies  of  the  co-opera- 
tive society. 

Only  evidence  of  arrest  was  given,  Mr. 
Spencer  Baker  (the  society’s  solicitor) 
stating,  when  prisoner  was  before  the 
court  on  Friday  lust,  that  the  case 
Involved  the  consideration  of  such  a mass 
of  detail  and  the  summoning  to  court  of  so 
many  bank  officials  that  lie  was  compelled 
to  ask  for  a remand  till  Wednesday. 

Doncaster,  Wednesday. 

The  precise  charge  made  against  Stephen 
Robert  Kenward  when  he  appeared  before 
the  borough  justices  to-day  was  that  of 
fraudulently  converting  to  his  own  use  the 
sum  of  £7.938.  it  was  explained  that  the 
prisoner  might  have  been  charged  with  forg- 
ing and  uttering  bank  paying-in  slips, 
making  false  entries,  Ac.,  hut  as  this  would 
involve  a great  deal  of  time,  it  was  proposed 
to  take  the  one  charge  mentioned. 

Up  to  May,  1916,  it  was  stated,  branch 
managers  paid  their  takings  into  the  bank. 
This  system  was  then  altered,  takings  being 
sent  to  the  cashier’s  office,  with  the  result 
that  the  prisoner  had  sole  charge  of  the 
society’s  cosh,  sometimes  handling  £8,000 
on  a Saturday.  The  auditor  died  in  the 
spring  of  this  year,  and  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society’s  audit  department  was 
called  in.  The  department  sent  down  Mr. 
Harold  Chapman  (Manchester),  who  noticed 
that  the  money  was  paid  into  the  bank  a 
considerable  time  niter  being  received. 
Prisoner  was  asked  to  balance  the  cash,  and 
did  so.  When  asked  to  produce  evidence  of 
the  money  having  bean  paid  into  the  bank, 
lie  produced  counterfoils  which  were  found 
to  be  forgeries,  and  not  initialled  by  the 
clerks  supposed  to  have  initialled  them.  It 
was  then  proposed  that  he  should  go  before 
the  committee  and  explain;  but  instead  he 
went  to  Filey,  where  lie  was  apprehended. 

When  prisoner  had  to  balance,  it  was 
alleged  he  did  so  by  means  of  dummy  slips. 
When  the  accounts  had  been  passed  by  the 
auditor,  he  paid  in  the  correct  money  re- 
quired to  balance.  Prisoner  retained  the 
dummy  counterfoils  in  his  book,  and  used  a 
i:ew  paying-in  book,  and  then  tore  the 
dummy  counterfoil  out.  The  frauds  had 
been  going  on  several  years. 

The  Magistrates’  Clerk  intimated  that 
the  certificate  of  registration  of  the  co-opera- 
tive society  as  an  incorporated  body  would 
lie  required  for  the  depositions.  This  was 
not  forthcoming,  and  will  have  to  be  pro- 
cured. The  Bench  intimated  that  they 
would  proceed  with  the  case,  but  could  not 
give  a decision  till  the  certificate  was 
produced. 

Evidence  was  given  by  auditors  and  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  of  the  C.W.S.  as  to  finding 
that  the  deposit  book  of  the  Doncaster 
Society  showed  £6,500  paid  into  the  bank 
bv  the  prisoner  which  had  not  actually  been 
paid  in. 

The  accused  reserved  his  defence,  and  was 
committed  for  trial  at  Leeds  Assizes,  bail 
being  granted  in  £100  and  two  sureties  of 
£100  each. 


By  Appointment. 


All  the  Year  Round 

the  Quality  and  Purity  of 
Nestle’s  are  its  outstanding 
recommendation,  but  in 
Summer-time  there  is  this 
additional  reason  for  using  it 
— it  avoids  waste,  for  every 
tin  is  perfectly  fresh  and 
every  drop  is  delightful, 
however  hot  the  weather. 
There  is  equal  Quality, 

Purity,  and  Freshness  in 

Nestle’s  Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

03 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Sores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap.  F.C.3. 
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Special  Nolice  to 

Boot  Managers 

The  “ WHEATSHEAF  " BLOTTER 
for  September  was  sent  out  alog  with 
the  August  issue. 

On  the  September  Blotter  is  an 
announcement  of  the  South  African 
Field  Eoot. 

Il  must  be  clearly  understood  that  while  orders  are 
invited  from  societies  the  boots  will  not  be  available 
for  distribution  till  September. 


An  Advertisement  in  thes:  columns  will  appear 
early  in  September , when  supplies  are  available. 


350*-*- 
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EVERY  CO-OPERATIVE  BOOT  SHOP 
SHOULD  MAKE  A 


PLAY 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Che  Co-operatioc  Items 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

,•111  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News"  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR."  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  "News"  should  be  addressed  to  "THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE  NEWS  BUILDINGS,  22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  26,  1922. 


LESSONS  FROM  FIGURES. 

WE  strongly  recommend  our  readers  to  procure  the 
Co-operative  Union’s  Review  of  the  Annual  Co-opera- 
tive Statistics  for  1921,  which  has  just  been  completed. 
At  least  every  member  of  every  co-operative  committee, 
and  every  official,  should  study  that  review  carefully. 
Reference  is  made,  in  the  first  page  of  this  issue,  to  the 
average  purchases  per  member  disclosed  in  the  review, 
but  there  are  some  other  points  that  are  worthy  of  note. 

Everyone  knows  how  trying  the  year  1921  was.  In 
J uly  of  that  year,  according  to  the  Minister  of  Labour, 
the  record  of  unemployment  reached  “ the  peak,”  and 
since  then  workers  have  been  slowly-  struggling  back 
to  jobs.  In  spite  of  this,  the  membership  of  the  retail 
societies  over  the  United  Kingdom  showed  an  increase 
of  43,705.  That  is  a much  smaller  increase  than  has 
been  registered  for  some  time — the  previous  year  showed 
the  highest  increase  on  record — but  to  have  increased 


The  answers  to  these  questions  are  bound  up  with 
supreme  question  at  the  moment — the  question  of  t ^ 
to  which  reference  is  made  on  our  first  page. 
loses  his  faith  by  practising  it ; and  nobody  will 1 
the  co-operative  faith  by  practising  co-operation  * 
We  hope  that  every  reader  will  join  up  at  once  • 
one  or  other  of  the  agencies  embarking  on  the  t"o 
campaign.  r3<* 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS, 

SUCCESSFUL  COLLECTIVISM. 

Efforts  arc  frequently  made  to  belittle  the  collectivist 
whether  in  co-operative  enterprise,  municipal  enterpri^  3 
national  enterprise.  Co-operators  have  such  solid  reason'  \ 
pride  in  the  constant  proof  of  the  efficacy  of  the  pruicipfe 
demonstrated  by  the  success  of  their  own  enterprises  that  tU 
can  afford  a word  of  congratulation  to  the  Glasgow  Corpomj^ 
on  the  success  of  the  municipal  trams.  The  Glasgow 
reached  their  jubilee  on  Friday.  When  the  first  cars  were  rq 


the  streets  Wi?re  leased  to  a private  company  which 


prtseoted 


shabby  cars,  paid  low  wages,  and  maintained  high  fares. 
trams  were  municipalised  in  1894  ; the  cars  became  a raodda 
taste,  the  workers  were  given  improved  conditions,  and  tl. 
fares  were  gradually  reduced  till  the  length  of  the  halfpe^ 
journey  became  a marvel.  The  Corporation  spent  about  fire 
millions  in  developing  the  system,  and  paid  off  the  lot  in  twenty 
years.  The  market  value  of  the  system  is  reckoned  at  In 
millions,  and  since  1894  the  trams  have  paid  a million-and-i 
half  in  local  rates,  £600,000  in  income  tax,  and  have  girej 
nearly  a miUion-and-a-quarter  to  the  city’s  Common  Cool 
Fund.  Each  of  the  department’s  9,000  employees  had  a jubi)« 
gift  of  £1  on  Friday,  and  the  jubilee  was  made  the  occasion d 
great  rejoicing.  The  Corporation  builds  its  own  cars  by  dir«t 
labour. 


even  to  that  extent  is  something  to  be  grateful  for. 
Unfortunately,  the  Northern  and  Western  .Sections  show 
decreases  in  membership  ; but  readers  will  recollect  the 
articles  which  have  appeared  in  the  ” News  ” describing 
the  tribulations  of  the  mining  areas  in  both  pf  these 
sections;  and  the  explanation  of  the  decrease  is  to  be 
found  in  the  despair  of  men  who  fell  out  of  co-operative 
societies  and  trade  unions  alike. 

The  factor  which  reduced  the  rate  of  increase  in 
membership  is  no  doubt  also  responsible  for  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  amount  of  share  capital  held  by  the  members 
of  the  retail  societies.  The  total  is  £1, 555.889  less  than 
at  the  end  of  1920  ; but  we  may  take  legitimate  satis- 
faction from  the  reflection  that  the  bulk  of  the  capital 
had  been  saved  by  the  members  allowing  dividends  to 
accumulate  in  prosperous  years,  and  the  withdrawal 
of  the  sum  named  means  that  members  withdrew  in 
1921  dividend  that  they  did  not  need  in  earlier  years, 
but  which  had  to  be  turned  to  when  2\  millions  were 
unemployed. 

Bound  up  with  unemploj’ment,  too,  is  the  amount  of 
members’  debts.  The  totals  shown  this  year-  include 
amounts  of  credit  granted  to  miners’  organisations 
during  the  depression,  and  the  terrible  conditions  in 
South  Wales  are  reflected  in  the  big  increase  in  the 
amounts,  owing  to  societies  in  the  Western  Section  for 
goods.  The  Irish  Section  and  the  South-Western  are 
the  only  two  in  which  debts  showed  a diminution,  and 
in  the  others  there  are  increases. 

Surpluses  and  dividends  fell  in  every'  section  ; but  the 
Scottish  Section  still  keeps  its  premier  place  for  high 
dividends,  and  -the  total  surplus,  after  paying  interest 
on  share  capital,  represented  10  4 per  cent,  of  the  retail 
sales'  in’ Scotland,  or  something  over  2s.  of  an  average 
dividend.  Notwithstanding  that — perhaps  because  of 
that — Scotland  still  leads  the  way  handsomely  in  average 
purchases  per  member,  a position  which  she  has  held 
for  some  considerable  time. 

In  one  important  respect  Scotland  stands  not  where 
she  did.  During  the  four  years  1917  to  1920  the  dis- 
tributive trade  of  the  Scottish  Wholesale  Society  repre- 
sented a higher  percentage  of  the  retail  distributive 
trade  of  Scotland  than  the  sales  of  the  C.W.S.  did  in 
comparison  with  the  retail  distributive  trade  of  England, 
Wales,  and  Ireland.  For  1921  Scotland  falls  from  that 
proud  position.  If-  this  had  been' due  faan  increase  in 
the  sales  of  the  C.W.S. , in  proportion  to  the  total 
sales  in  its  constituency,  we  would  have"  been  proud 
rather  than  otherwise,  but  it,  is.  not  due  to  that.  The 
percentage  has  fallen  in  the , two  Wholesale  Societies, 
but  in  the  case  of  the  S.C.W.S.  it  has  fallen  lower. 

Trade  in  general  has  fallen,  as  everyone  knows,  but 
the  figures  for  1921,  as  compared  with  1920;  represent 
a decrease  of  £35,377.760  in  the  trade  of  .the  retail 
societies.  Falling  prices  account  for  a large  share  of 
that,  and  the  unemployment  prevalent  accounts  for 
part  of  it,  but  we  believe  that  decrease  could  have  been 
avoided  at'  least. 

We  cannot  attempt  to  summarise  in  an  article  the 
contents  of  a review  almost  every  line  of  which  points 
its  own  moral.  What  we  hope  to.  have  done  is  to  have 
directe&The-atterttion  of  serious  readers,  to  this  publi- 
cation,] which  ought  to  be  studied  by  every  co-operator 
in  relatioh  to  liis  own  sectioii,  his  own  society,  and  his 
own  household.  We  may  excuse  a good  deal  in  a time 
of  stress;,  but  to  excuse  is  sometimes  to  accuse.  Why 
should  members,  however  poor,  have  to  cease  to  be 
members  ? Was  it  inevitable  that  .share  capital  should 
be  decreased  by  a million  in  a year  when  our  retail 
societies,  distributed  14 \ millions  in  dividends  ? Is  there 
110  means  of-  avoiding  a decrease  in  .the  number  of  em- 
ployees engaged  in  the  production  and  'distribution  of 
the  necessaries  of  life  in  a movement  owned  and  con- 
trolled by  the  workers  themselves  ? 


SOUTH  HACKNEY. 

The  Coalition  has  won  a seat  at  South  Hackney.  At  th 
general  election  Mr.  Bottomley  defeated  the  Coalition  Candida 
by  a majority  of  8,315.  Last  week  the  Coalition  candidiU 
defeated  the  Labour  candidate  by  72,  in  a constituency  vhick 
Labour  thought  it  would  be  a waste  of  time  to  fight  in  191S, 
Mr.  Holford  Knight,  the  Labour  nominee,  has  intimated  tk| 
the  party  has  now  begun  the  job  it  means  to  finish  at  the  genenl 
election.  The  spirit  of  Horatio  still  haunts  the  constituency, 
and  remembering  that  we  must  regard  the  Labour  vote  as  scum- 
thing  that  is  encouraging.  But  for  Mr.  Holford  Knight's  fight 
that  spirit  might  dominate  the  place,  and  that  wculd  be  wow 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

Dr.  Macnamara,  the  Minister  of  Labour,  in  an  article  ta 
“ Unemployment,”  published  in  Sunday’s  “ Observer,”  showed 
that  the  number  of  persons  wholly  unemployed,  according  to 
the  latest  available  figures!' was  1,328,600,  or  14  6 per  cent,  of 
the  member-ship  of  the  trade  unions.  To  bring  the  actual 
position  home  to  the  reader  he  stated  that  this  was  twice  as  bif 
a percentage  as  w as  shown  in  the  worst  of  the  ten  years  before 
the  war.  The  “ short  time  ” figures  had  dropped  from  934.7S6 
in  July’,  1921,  to  69,100  on  the  last  statistics;  a change, bf 
attributed,  to  the  improvement  in  the  textile  industries.  Ik 
most  melancholy  part  of  the  Minister’s  review  is  his  anticipation 
that  the  number  of  wholly  unfemployed  people  will  probably 
not  fall  below  1,200,000  this  year,  and  may  even  rise  above  tU 
He  describes  what  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  providing  relid  j 
work  ; but  lie  points  out  that  for  many  people  relief  woTkeanw 
be  found,  and  the  only  real  remedy  is  “ t-o  get  things  on  the  rai 
again  and  the  wheels  of  industry  going  round.”  To  that  end 
he  claimed  that  the  Government  was  doing,  and  had  don?, 
all  it  could  ; the  means,  he  cited  being  the  exports  credits schemf, 
under  which  trading  credits  to  a total  of  sixteen-and-a-quadff 
milions  had -been  sanctioned  in  addition  to  which  loans  ® 
respect  of  capital  had  been  guaranteed  up  to  twenty-five  milw® 
This  latter  scheme  is  to  be  augmented  so  that  the  maxima0  j 
total  guarantee  will  be  fifty  millions.  There  remains  on*  otb* 
way  in  which  the  Government  can  help.  It  can  take  steps-"  j 
and  we  believe  it  has  begun  to  take  them— to  secure  that  i 
conditions  which  disorganise  international  trade  are  rfnl0T 
The  financial  uncertainty  caused  by  the  still  unsettled  attit 
of  Europe  and  America  on  the  questions  of  debt  and  reparation 
is  a matter  which  the  Governments  have  in  their  own  , 
AH  Governments  ought  now  to  realise  that  reparations  and 
which  cannot  be  paid  are  useless  assets.  Those  uriemp  1® 
who  take  a philosophic,  satisfaction  in  realising  that  there 
others  as  bad  as  themselves  may  find  the  sort  of  ‘onSO‘ 
they  want  in  the  announcement  that,  on  the  average.  f‘- 
day  this  year  has  produced  a new  bankrupt  in  Mane 
alone. 


THE  IRISH  TRAGEDY. 

The  Irish  tragedy  has  not  reached  its  last  act. 

Arthur  Griffith  alone  was  a heavy  blow  to  the  new  order  ^ 
trying  to  bring  stability  to  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  g^3 
tributes  paid  to  Griffith  was  that  which  appeared  in  °ur  ‘ ^ 
temporary,  “ The  Irish  Homestead,”  last  week.  **ie, 
of  Michael  Collins  this  week  has  aroused  feelings  of  the  . 
sorrow  on  all  hands,  and  scarcely  anywhere  is  the  sorro" 
than  among  those  on  this  side  of  the  Channel,  who  ' • 
year  ago  were 'engaged  in  hunting  him.  Collin^ 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  hi'  rogue 
throwing  his  pursuers  on  a false  trail,  his  resolute  < , l 
tion  to  stand  by  his  work  and  to  fight  even  his  old  fri' . 
the  honour  of  his  country,  made  him  a romanF'  tl-rjr‘^ 
made  a distinct  appeal  to  those  who  had  a liking  ,ir 
form#  of  chivalry.  We  gravely  fear  that  rcprisa  ^ , 
resorted  to,  but  we  hope  that  the  sorrow  of  his  fii1  n'^  ^ 
regrets  .wh^ch  wc  believe  will  overtake  those  '' 'I'"11'1  ’ c„u[i 
death,  will  even  yet  bring  both  sides  together  before  t 1 
lapses  I into  barbarisnv 


The  <lea(h 


1 le.w 

ool  bra** 
roguish  dd$! 
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A CAT-ASTROPHE. 

A SHORT  STORY  BY  C.  E,  LEATHERLAND. 


FIXED  PRICES. 

BOOM  THE  IDEA  AND  BENEFIT  THE  CONSUMER. 

By  C.  SMETHURST  (Publicity  Organiser,  Manchester  and  Salford  Society). 


n Albert,”  I said,  “ we’d  bo  bettor  out  of 
here  than  in.” 

“ No,  Arthur,  replied  my  more  gallant 
companion  ; “ let’s  wait  and  see  it  through. 
There  looks  like  being  dirty  work,  and  wo 
might  as  well  stay  and  do  our  bit.” 

So,  much  against  my  will,  we  stayed,  but 
(hero  was  something  severely  strange  about 
the  interior  of  this  externally  inviting  tavern 
in  tho  main  street  of  the  little  Welsh  and 
English  border  town.  Outside  we  had  been 
tempted  to  forsake  our  cycles  for  a little  rest, 
recreation,  and  refreshment,  as  doubtless  other 
tourists  did ; but  once  over  the  threshold  wo 
found  ourselves  tho  eavesdroppers  of  a sinister 
plotting  which  was  proceeding  ‘twixt  tho  land- 
lord and  a rough  unkempt  customer  who 
lounged  against  the  counter. 

“ Naw,  Jim,”  said  tho  second  party,  “ yer 
don't  want  arsenic  at  all  1 It  Ungers  about 
too  long.  What  yer  wants  is  prussic  acid. 
Give  her  half  a quartern,  and  inside  a couple 
o’  ticks  the  job  will  be  completed.” 

“ To  tell  you  the  truth,  Jack,”  replied  the 
landlord,  “ I -feel  Tin  beginning  to  funk  it 
altogether.  Think  of  the  row  the  old  mother- 
in-law  might  raise.  She’s  been  used  to  drop- 
ping in  and  seeing  her  almost  every  morning. 
Sho  saw  her  to-day  and  knows  that  she  was 
in  the  pink  this  morning.  Then  tho  kiddies, 
what  are  they  to  think  ? How  is  it  going  to 
bo  explained  to  them  ? ” 

There  was  an  eloquent  silence,  broken  only 
by  the  sighs  of  the  landlord,  as  the  good  and 
evil  constituents  of  his  conscience  contested 
the  point  within  him.  As  wo  exchanged 
our  mutual  glances  of  amazement  he  spoko 
again. 

- Well,  Joe,  I suppose  its  got  to  be  done  ” . 
he  murmured.  “ there  won't  be  a night's  peace 
or  contentment  till  she’s  out  of  the  way. 
But  what  about  this"  prussic  acid  ? Will  She 
taste  it  ? That  was  the  beauty  of  the  other' 
etuff.  She  could  have  had  it  in  her  milk  and 
sho  wouldn’t  have  guessed  a thing.” 


“ No,  but  you’d  havo  had  her  following  you 
about  for  days  while  sho  was  dying.  Got  the 
job  oyer  and  done  with,  that’s  what  I say. 
Does  it  taste,  you  asked  ? Well,  it  docs,  but 
you  can  soon  get  over  that.  You’ll  have  to 
forco  it  down  her.” 

At  this  the  landlord’s  features  dropped 
again — he  evidently  had  a spark  of  soul  about 
him — but  the  other  was  neither  brooking  delay 
nor  taking  chances. 

“ 1 11  bring  the  bottle  round  at  half-past 
ten,”  ho  concluded.  “ Not  a word  now. 
Don’t  let  her  go  upstairs.  Keep  her  in  the 
kitchen  till  I come.” 

We  were  unperoeived  as  the  customer  passed 
along  tho  corridor  and  left  the  licensee  alone. 
Vile  though  his  part  in  tho  conspiracy  had 
been,  ho  Jiad  a sterner  part  in  tho  schemo  to 
come. 

And  so  had  wo  ! 

The  prospects  ahead  called  for  all  tho  cun- 
ning and  courage  we  possessed,  and  by  way  of 
physical  and  moral  reinforcement  we  had 
thought  it  wise  to  summon  the  aid  of  tho  local 
police. 

To  secrete  oursclvos  in  tho  smokoroom 
when,the  customers  turned  out  at  10  p.m.  was 
a simple  business,  though  tho  intervening 
minutes  passed  with  a monotonous  drag. 

At  last,  however,  the  poison  fiend  arrived. 
Stealthily  he  entered,  and  made  his  way  to 
tho  kitchen  where  he  joined  the  landlord. 

Listening  to  their  every  movement  and 
murmur,  we  silently  crawled  to  tho  kitchon 
door,  The  evil  hour  was  quickly  drawing 
nigh!. 

What  was  that  ? 

An  Unholy  shriek  suddenly  rent  tho  air. 

Were  wo  after  all  to  be  too  late. 

We  were. 

The' murderer  held  the  dripping  bottle  in 
his  hand — and  tho  erstwhile  favourite  family 
cat  lay  writhing-  on  the  floor. 


I have  read  with  interest  the  special 
article  on  “ Fixed  Prices  ” appearing  in 
last  week's  “ Co-operative  News.” 

There  is  no  doubt  in  these  days  of  keen 
competition  and  fluctuating  prices,  we,  as 
the  consumers’  movement,  ought  to  be 
absolutely  consistent  in  our  efforts  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  people  by  offering  goods 
at  the  lowest  possible  uniform  price  as 
well  as  of  the  highest  quality. 

Here  is  a recent  personal  experience:  I" 
desired  a certain  C.W.S.  product.  Society 
“ A,”  paying  a very  lew  dividend,  charged 
me  2s.  for  it.  I had  -occasion  to  purchase 
the  same  commodity  frohi  Society  " 15,” 
paying  a good  dividend,  and  the  cost  was 
Is.  lid.  Then  1 heard  that  Society  “ C,” 
paying  an  even  better  dividend  than  Society 
“ B,”  actually  sold  it  at  Is.  9d.  I know 
the  circumstances  of  each  society,  and  bow 
they  have  weathered  the  recent  trade 
storm,  and  to  a certain  extent  can  recon- 
cile these  apparently  mysterious  charge'. 
But  here  is  the  point:  1 am ' convinced ‘the 
average  man  in  the  street,  or  woman  with 
the  basket,  would  never  understand  it,  and 
as  a consequence  the  movement  would 
receive,  instead  of  goodwill,  “ badwill,” 
if  I may  term  it  as  such.  Confidence  is 
thus  lost,  and  with  the  loss  of  confidence 
trade  is  lose. 

The  article  I purchased  -lends  itself 
admirably  to  national  advertising,  and  I 
know  that  a similar  competitive  product  of 
the  private  trader  has  met  with  marvellous 
sales  owing  to  bold  publicity  in  the'  mar- 
keting of  it.  In  our  case  it  would  be  a 
mere  waste  of  time  and  money  to  attempt 
to  boom  it  nationally  without  first  having 
uniformity  of  price. 

On  arriving  at  lowest  possible  uniform 
prices  for  our  goods,  the  door  of  publicity 
is  then  open  to  us,  and  the  next  step  is  to 


bourn  these  fixed  prices  far  and  wide — more 
outside  the  co-operative  circle  than  in  it — 
and  in  this  manner  appeal  to  the  millions 
of  1 ellow-cou nt rymen  and  women  not  yet 
within  our  gates.  This  booming  would 
result  in  an  all-round  benefit  because  (1) 
the  prospective  purchaser,  whether  at 
home  or  on  holiday,  would  experience  satis- 
faction in  being  able  to  purchase  the 
advertised  article  at  the  advertised  price 
at  the  nearest  co-operative  store;  (2)  that 
the  nearest  co-operative  store  experiences 
a sale  created  entirely  by  the  national 
publicity;  and  (3)  the  C.W.S.  factories 
would  be  kept  busier  owing  to  increased 
demand  by  the  retail  societies  for*C.W.S. 
goods.  And  all  this  would  be  achieved  by 
the  allocation  of  one  advertising  appro- 
priation. 

I venture  to  suggest  that  if  the  capi- 
talists owning  the  multiple  shops  and 
large  emporiums  possessed  our  factories, 
and  channels  of  distribution  afforded  by 
our  retail  societies  and  their  respective 
branches,  these  giant  business-men  would 
soon  determine  fixed  prices  for  all  good* 
ex  our  factories,  and  have  such  prices 
broadcasted  over  the  land  in  record  time. 
I realise,  by  reason  of  our  constitution, 
things  cannot  be  done  in  a hurry  as  'far  an 
the  co-operative  movement  is  concerned. 
Nevertheless,  time  is  important,  and  action 
should  not  be  delayed. 

Some  time  ago  the  “ M.  and  S.  ’ Society 
passed  a resolution  approving  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  fixed  prices  for  C.W.S.  goods,  and 
I would  urge  that  societies  who  have  not 
yet  taken  similar  action  should  do  so  forth- 
with. In  this  way  retail  societies  givo 
added  power  to  the  C.W.S.,  and  hasten 
the  day  when  that  body  can  adopt  an 
advertising  policy  more  vigorous,  and  on 
more  progressive  lines,  than  at  present. 
Advertising  is  essential  nowadays,  as  much 
for.  the  - co-operative  .movement,  -as  the 
private  trader,  ’and,  to  my  mind,  the 
advertising  of  fixed  prices  is  the  keynote 
to  the  burning  question  of  how  to  increase 
oiir  trade. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


OLDROYD. 


THE  STORY  OF  A 
STRONG  MAN. 


OUR  NEW  SERIAL. 


A GRIPPING  TALE  BY  A VERSATILE  AUTHOR. 


” Oo-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

H.  W.  M.,  in  the  “ Nation”  has  said  one 
of  the  most  corrosive  things  about  the 
new  journalism  of  Lord  Northcliffc : “It 

never  gave  its  customers  the  means  of  judg- 
ment— for  the  political  essay  disappeared 
from  its  colmuns  no  less  than  the  verbatim 
report.”  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

H.  G.  Wells  is  surely  indefatigable.  He 
is  about  to  give  us,  through  'the  House  of 
Cassell,  “ A Short  History  of  Mankind.”  The 
history  of  a co-operative  society  is  a task 
for  some  of  us. 

A Manchester  newspaper  has  given 
iccently  some,  good  examples  of  amusing 
shop-window  notices.  I do  not  claim  that 
the  following — which  is  to  be  seen  on  a card 
in  a shop  not  fifty  miles  .from  Manchester  _ 
L amusing,  hut  its  logic  seems  a little 
“mixed,”  and  its  final  exhortation  is  rather 
embarrassing.  The  announcement  reads  : — 
CUSTOMERS  sometimes  apologise 

“GIVING  US  SO  MUCH  TROUBLE.” 
No  “ REASONABLE  ” Customer  can  do  so. 
TRY  IT! 

I hasten  to  add  that  the  shop  is  not  a co- 
operative one. 

How’s  yer  liver  ? A question  was  asked 
the  Prcstwich.  Society's  quarterly,  meeting 
to  how  much  a certain  private  firm  paid 
for  having  the  use  of  two  large  shop  windows 
for  two  weeks  to  advertise  their  liver  salts. 
What  is  really  the  matter  with  Prcstwich 
co-operators  that  they  need  liver  salts  at  all, 
at  al1  ! 

Another  member  appealed  to  the  educa- 
tional committee  to  get  the  employees  of  the 
Society  to  push  the  sales  of  the  “ Co-operative 
^cws.  ’ The  manager  replied  to  the  question 
rf  liver  salts,  and  said  it  was  good  business. 

1 think  it  would  he  good  business  if  more 
copies  of  the  “ News  ” were  sold  at  Prcstwich, 
loo,  eh  1 

Tin:  Towccster  Boot  Manufacturers  Ltd. 
n the  latest  copartnership  venture ; and  a 
wot  factory  which  was  burned  out  just  before 
- wist  mas  has  been  taken  by  the  new  concern 
111  l*ie  development  of  which  Councillor  W.  J. 
ogcra  (the  president  of  the  Northampton 
’ -operative  Society i has  had  a leading  part. 
Wording  to  a trade  contemporary  lie  is 
managing  the  concern.  The  capital  has  been 
mamiy  found  i,y  the  men  who  lost  employ- 
mcnfc  °"ing  to  the  fire. 

Scotland  for  ever ! The  Scottish  Section 
18  ie  only  one  in  which  the  reserve  funds  of 


the  retail  societies  showed  an  increase  per 
member  at  the  end  of  192 1 as  compared  with 
the  end  of  1920.  , , , 

At  the  May  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Dalton 
Co-operative  Society  (says  the  “ North- 
Western  Daily  Mail  ”),  a committeeman,  ex- 
plaining the  high  profit  made  in  the  butchering 
department,  said  the  manager  of  that  depart- 
ment was  able  “ to  utilise  everything  about  a 
pig  except  its  squeak.”  This  quarter  the 
profit  is  again  substantial,  and  at  the  quarterly 
meeting  Mr.  Eustace  drily  remarked,  ” 1 think 
you  have  sold  the  squeak  this  time,  Mr. 
Chairman.”  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Several  co-operators  are  among  the  visitors 
to  Port  Erin.  Among  them  is  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Hewett,  who  have  been  fishing  at  the 
Sound.  Hailing  from  Lowestoft,  although  now 
domiciled  at  Manchester,  Mrs.  Hewett  is  a 
keen  angler,  and  with  a rod  and  line  has  landed 
a conger  cel  measuring  4 feet  3 ins.  in  length, 
and  Weighing  over  141bs.  Evidently  the  fish 
section  is  doing  well. 

Out  and  Adodt. 


C.W.S.  WAGES. 

• The  secretary  of  the  Hendon  Industrial 
Co-operative  Society  intimate.s  that  ai  the 
general  meeting  of  the  mein  bets,  on  Satur- 
day last,  lie  was  instructed  to  forward  to  the 
“News”  the  ’ following  resolution:  “That 
this  meeting  of  the  Hendoli  Co-c.pera.tive 
Society  protests  against  the  ‘ cuts  ’ in  the 
wages  of  the  C'o-operative  Wholesale 
Society’s  employees  generally,  and  at  the 
cruel  and  drastic  reductions  of  the  wages  of 
female  employees-in  particular.” 


Readers  of  the 
“ News  ” should 
look  out  for  our. 
new  serial  story, - 
which  will  begin  in 
next  week’s  issue, 
urge  their  friends 
to.  look  out  -for  -it 
too,  and  bespeak 
• copies  of  the 
“ N e w s ” f r o m 
their  societies. 

“ Oldroyd : The 
Story  of  a Strong 
Coon.  E.  J.  Hart.  Mar,  ” is  the  title, 
and  it  describes  the 
story  and  its  purpose.  It  is  a stoiythatj  men 
and  -women  may  read  with  interest.  The 
development  of  local  industries  by  thfc  ex- 
ploiting of  coal,  the  rise  of  a strong  man  to 
position  of  wealth  and  power  by  methods  not 
infrequently  adopted  by  these  so-called  strong 
men  in  real  life,  and  the  fall  of  the  giant  in 
the.end,  all  provide  the  author  with  the  material 
for  a-  gripping  tale. 

The  author  knows  liis  work.  He  has  fought 
most  of  his  life  against  just  such  “ strong 
men.”  E.  J.  Hart  is  well-known  in  the  Labour 
movement  as  an  active  trade  unionist',  and  is 
one  of  the  oldest  Labour  members  in  the 
Manchester  City  Council.  Last  year  he 
caused  a stir  by  his  fight  with  the  strong  men 
in  the  ranks  of,  the  property  owners’  organisa- 
tion, when  he  personally  placed  ex-service- 
men and  their  families  and  their  furniture 


into  empty  houses  which  were  beiug  held  up 
for  sale  at  war-time- prices. 

It  is  long  since  Mr.  Hart  first  entered  the 
- literary  .field,  and  liis  album  of  his  printed 
publications  is  pretty  comprehensive.  A 
telling  series  of  articles  dealing  with  Man- 
chester’s municipal  work  appeared  in  one  of 
the  most  popular  evening  papers.  A series 
of  semi-humoroiis  sketches  ' were  read  with 
interest  in  one  of  tjie  best- fen.) wn  Sunday 
papers.  Numerous  short  : Stories  have  ap- 
peared in  the  popular  weekly  periodicals. 
Among  his  serial  stories — “ A Woman’s 
Remorse,”  “ Ebenezer  Debbs,”  From  Mill 
to  Mansion,”  “ A Pitr  Lad’s  Romance,”  “ The 
Colonel’s  Secret  ’’—have  appeared  in  daily 
and  weekly  .papers  that  have  the  biggest 
circulations  in  the  country,  which  gives  evi- 
dence of  his  hold  on  the  reading  public. 

“ Oldroyd  ” is  easily  one  of  his  best  and  one 
of  his  most  useful  stories,  and  our  readers 
should  make  certain  that  their  copies  are 
available  at  their  local  stores  or  through  the 
usual  agencies  from  which  they  are  supplied. 
.They  can  only  do  that  by  giving  the  warning 
that  they  want  to  begin  our  new  serial  with  tho 
first  instalment  which  will  appear  next  week. 


A SERIOUS  MISHAP. 

Mrs.  Mary  Dewsbury  (Walsall),  an  cx- 
presideiit  of  the  WomeiUs  Guild  and  a direc- 
tor of  -the  National  Publishing  Scciety, 
suffered  a serious  accident  whilst  on  holiday 
at  .Scarborough  on  Friday  last  week.  She 
was  travelling  in  a motor  ’bus  towards  the 
Valley  Bridge,  when  the  suuhluul  of  a shop 
came  into  contact  with  the  side  of  the  ’bus 
and  broke  a window.  Mrs.  Dewsbury  was 
struck  in  the  eye,  and  so  serious  wa«  the 
injury  that  the  eye  had  to  Iso  removed.  Tier 
many  friends  throughout  the  country  will 
deeply  regret  this  unfortunate  mishap  to  one 
.of  the  most  painstaking,  and  c n'-eientious 
.workers  in  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  directors  of  the  National  Publishing 
Society  were  distressed  to  hear  of  tlie'acci- 
.clent,  and  sent  a message  of  sympathy  to 
Mrs.  Dewsbury. 


Mr.  A.  E.  Cotterill,  Farmers’  Educational 
and  Co-operative  Union  of  Ameri  a,  Iowa 
Division,  writes  to  the  ■‘Co-operative 
News”  office  as  follows:-  “ I have  been 
very  much  interested  in  reading  the 
• Newfi  ’ the  past  year,  and  get  a lot  of 
good  from  it.” 


THE  ONLY 
HOPE. 

Class  war,  the  fall- 
ing short  of  trade 
unionism,  and  the 
weakness  of  Guild 
Socialism  are  subjects 
dealt  With  in  other 
pages  of  this  issue. 
Co-operation,  which 
aims  at  the  common 
good  of  ^oll,  is  the 
only  sure  way  to  eco- 
nomic emancipation. 
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AMONG  OUR 

— -fjjj 

EMPLOYEES. 

By  EX-CO 0 NTERM A N. 

MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


CATERING  FOR  THE 

STAFF. 

THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  EDUCATION. 

CLASSES  IN  BUSINESS  HOURS 

Reader!?  of  the  “News”  who  are  em- 
ployees in  the  movement  will  appreciate  the 
editor’s  decision  to  devote  more  space  to  the 
interests  and  doings  of  the  employees  than 
has  been  usual  during  the  past  few  years.  We 
are  constantly  noting  references  iu  the  daily 
press  to  the  steps  taken  by  leading  private 
firms  in  the  way  of  catering  for  the  needs  of 
their  staffs,  and  there  is  every  reason  why 
co-operators  should  not  be  lacking  in  this 
particular.  Someone  will  doubtless  say  that 
anything  clone  by  the  big  firms  for  their 
workpeople  is  only  done  in  order  to  secure 
advertisement. 

That  may  be  true  to  a certain  extent,  but 
if  the*  “ stunt  ” or  scheme,  or  whatever  else 
it  may  b.\  is  of  benefit  to  the  individuals 
most  concerned,  in  health  cf  body  or  mind, 
the  gain  is  not  all  cn  the  employer’s  side. 

It  will  have  to  be  admitted,  however 
reluctantly,  that  something  needs  doing  in 
io-operative  circles  if  the  movement  is  to 
“keep  its  end  up”  in  the  bid  for  trade 
tvhicli  the  big  combines  and  trusts  are 
making. 

It  cannot  too  often  be  dinned  into  the  ears 
of  co-operative  committeeiii'en  that  in  build- 
ing up  a trade  it  is  a mistake  to  try  and  do  it 
by  limiting  the  staff  to  an  impossible  mini- 
mum in  numbers,  cr  to  cut  out  necessary- 
equipment  because  of  the  so-called 
“ expense.” 

Qualifications  of  Applicants. 

I have  known  long  discussions  to  take 
place  in  boardrooms  on  the  qualifications  of 
aspiring  candidates  for  a vacant  manager- 
ship, when  the  final  choice  hns  fallen  upon 
the  man  who  would  come  for  tiie  lowest 
salary. 

Now  there  is  a class  cf  man  to  be  found  in 
any  and  every  kind  of  employment  who  falls 
an  easy — and  often  willing — victim  to  certain 
kinds  of  temptation.  There  is  a grave 
danger,  therefore,  in  deliberately  selecting  a 
manager  because  cf  the  small  wage  lie  will 
accept  “ to  help  the  struggling  society.” 
No  one  knows  hector  than  the  travellers  em- 
ployed by  the  C'.W.S.  what  the  temptations 
are  to  which  I am  here  referring.  It.  is  noto- 
rious that  the  co-operative  movement  is  a. 
‘considerable  distance  behind  firms  doing  a 
similar  volume  of  trade,  in  the  matter  of 
remuneration  of  responsible  “bends.” 
Something  towards  remedying  this  has  been 
done  by  the  setting  up  of  a minimum 
schedule,  but  the  words  minimum  and  maxi- 
mum have  a habit  of  being  taken  as  one  and 
the  same  thing.  Personally,  I am  more  Con- 
cerned, just  now  at  all  events,  at  the  manner 
in  wliicli  co-operation  is  being  left-  behind  in 
the  efforts  made  for  equipping  the  worker 
with  everything  required  for  bis' trade. 

A man  or  wc-man  cannot  become  an 
“educated”  window-dresser,  fer  instance, 
if  lie  or  she  is  grudged  the  expense  necessary 
in  the  way  of  fittings.  Ob,  the  tales  one 
could  tell  of  obstacles  put  in  the  way  of 
aspiring  assistants  who  felt  they  had  a 
natural  gift  for  window-dressing,  but  who 
had  to  content  themselves  with  all  sorts  <f 
camouflaged  devices  to  make  up  lor  the  nig- 
gardliness of  some  committees  in  providing 
the  necessary  “ expensive  ” ncr&fsories-. 
Hence  we  get  the  uninteresting,  unattractive 
shop  window,  and  the  would-be  co-operative 
customer  going  to  the  well-lit,  spacious, 
mirrored,  and  decorated  windows  on  the 
main  street. 

Signs  of  Improvement. 

We  are  slowly  improving  in  this  respect. 
Co-operators  are  demanding  of  their  com- 
mittees that  they  shall  keep  an  eye  on  the 
main  streets  and  not  be  content  with  put- 
ting up  or  purchasing  premises  in  back 
streets  because  they  are  cheap.  Jt  is  often 
true  that  “cheap  and  nasty  ” are  found  in 
close  proximity  to  each  other.  It  is  certainly 
true  that  tho  effect  of  bad  conditions  and 
had  environment  on  the  worker  is  reflected 
in  the  results  of  his  work. 

Young  co-operative  employees — in  their 
thousands — are  ready  and  willing  to  respond 
to  invitations  to  excel  in  business  and  at  this 
time,  just  when  co-operative  classes  for  the 
winter  are  being  arranged,  would  T urge  that 
every  consideration  be  given  to  these  young 
people. 

I speak  from  experience  of  the  difficulties 
of  absorbing  the  intricacies  of  co-upemtive 
Itookkeeping  at  a late  hour  in  the  evening, 
after  serving  numberless  customers  and 
making  out  literally  hundreds  of  checks.  It 
is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  to-day  socie- 


ties in  places  like  Manchester  are  able  to 
allow  their  young  employees  to  attend  classes 
during  the  winter  months  in  the  mornings 
and  afternoons — once  a week— as  part  of 
their  regular  duties.  These  are  cases  where 
the  management  have  discovered  a great 
truth,  which  up  to  now  has  not  been  dis- 
cerned dearly  in  tlio  movement  at  large. 
Many  large  business  houses  have  recognised 
the  value  of  the  continuation  school  idea,  and 
are  prepared  to  give  it  every  encouragement. 

Classes  for  Employees. 

It  is  often  said  that  money  spent  on  co- 
operative stud.eats  brings  no  return  because 
the  successful  ones  take  their  talents  else- 
where as  soon  as  they  get  the  opportunity. 
The  obvious  avswer  is  unfortunately  corro- 
borative of  ocjr  previous  remark  that  the 
movement  ir.  not  always  willing  to  pay  for 
the  best.  If  private  trade  can  afford  to  take 
our  best,  why  cannot  we  afford  to  retain 
them  ? 

I am  in  no  way  desirous  of  finding  fault 
with  those  who  manage  our  movement,  but 
am  only  hoping  by  criticism  to  spur  the  back- 
ward to  more  progressive  efforts.  Com- 
mitteemen, I know,  have  many  trifling 
annoyances  to  contend  with.  The  fond 
parent  who  wants  to  get  her  boy  in  the 
stores  “ because  be  is  not  very  strong,”  is 
one  of  the  frequent  trials  of  those  in  -power. 
\\  hilst  it  would  be  wrong  to  shut  out  of  co- 
operative employment  all  who  couldn’t  pass 
to  a “ Sandow  ” test,  yet  it  would  be  equally 
wrong  to  bring  in  a.  big  proportion  of 
“ delicate  ” youtlis.  The  strong  ones,  no 
matter  how  good  tempered,  cannot  l>e  ex- 
pected to  take  on  the  extra  work  thus 
imposed  “ for  good.” 

Therefore  it  should  be  firmly  but 
courteously  pointod  out  that  the  work  of  a 
salesman  or  saleswoman  calls  for  a certain 
amount  of  e nd u ranee,  walking  to  and  fro  on 
a hard  floor  for  many  hours  during  the  dav, 
and  often  in  rooms  where  the  need  for  fresh 
air.  especially  when  all  lights  are  on,  is  often 
felt. 

As  a result  of  the  classes  just  referred  to, 
usoful  work  may  be  done  in  consulting 
parents  where  it  is  quite  evident  that  their 
children  have  chosen  the  wrong  career. 
Many  youths  have  been  sentenced  to  a life 
L hind  the  counter  and  have  found  out  when 
too  late,  that  their  true  vocation  lay  in  the 
electrical  world,  or  in  one  or  ether  of  the 
skilled  occupations  a long  way  removed  from 
lb’  trade  in  wliicli  they  have  been  allowed 
to  drift. 

f\Ye  hope  to  print"  the  ex-C'onnterman’s 
notes  in  the  “ C'o-operative  News  ” for  the 
third  Saturday  of  every  mouth  till  further 
notice.  At  {.he  earliest  opportunity  the 
feature  will  be  introduced  at  shorter 
intervals. 


The  Trade  Campaign, 

Sir, — There  has  been  frequent  discussion 
of  late  with  regard  to  the  lack  of  real  co- 
operation—the  scarcity  of  orders  at  some 
Wholesale  factories  and  mills  as  a result. 

As  we  all  know,  our  retail  shops  stock 
considerable  quantities  of  private  manu- 
facturers’ goods,  and  members  buy  consi- 
derable quantities,  not  always  because  they 
cannot  obtain  C.W.S.  goods,  but  because 
it  makes  no  difference  to  them  as  the  divi- 
dend goes  on  either.  This  is  an  induce- 
ment to  purchase  such  goods  as  are  manu- 
factured by  the  very  people  who  are  trying 
to  crush  the  movement.  If  we  are  to 
develop  the  real  ideals  of  the  co-operative 
movement  we  should  not  pay  dividend  on 
any  other  than  C.W.S.  manufactures.  Such 
a decision  would  be  the  means  of  increasing 
the  demands  for  C'.W.S.  goods,  and  even- 
tually have  far-reaching  effect  to  the 
advantage  of  our  own  factories  and  mills. 

My  main  points  are  that  the  cause  of  the 
lack  of  co-operation  and  the  scarcity  of 
orders  at  onr  factories  and  mills  is  our 
paying  dividend  on  other  than  C.W.S. 
manufactures,  also  by  putting  dividend 
before  co-operative  principles.  Abolish 
payment  of  dividend  on  private  manufac- 
turers’ goods  purchased  at  our  stores  and 
more  interest  will  be  created  in  ideul  co- 
operative 'principles,  and  increased  orders 
to  our  own  factories  and  mills  will  -be  tho 
result.  But  the  fact  remajiiB  that  before 
we  can  hope  to  make  tho  co-operative 
ideals  effective  the  question  of  private 
manufacturers’  goods  in  our  stores  must 
receive  attention,  as  at  present  they  are  a 
menace  16 'our  own  employees. — Tours,  <fcc., 
“ B.ARUM.  G’OtOPF.RATOR.” 

The  Letter  Order  System. 

Sin,  — The  announcements  that  have 
appeared  iu  the  press  from  time  to  time  to 
the  effect  that  societies’  'Have  had  to  con- 
fess to  a reduction  in  salee(  leads  one  who 
has  the  welfare  of  tho  co-operative  move- 


/CORnEsrovDENTS  ore  requested  to  write  In  Ink.  on 
one  side  ol  tho  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  plating 
ago,  ecx,  occupation,  end  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
" noms-de-pliuno  ” or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
names  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
condition^  or  cases  requiring  to  be'  seen  can  bo  con- 
tidored.  Address,  “ Tho  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  News," 
LoDg  Mitigate,  Manchester.] 

Asthma  (“T.  B.  S.”). — Whiskey  is  of  no 
practical  help  in  asthma. 

“Gardener.” — Your  treatment  of  bath- 
ing tho  eyes  with  bc.rac-lc  lotion  is  the  best 
you  can  adopt. 

“ Nemo.” — Your  symptoms  may  be  due 
to  approaching  “ change,”  and  if  so  you  can 
do  nothing  but  “ wait  and  see.” 

“ Colleen  ” (second  reply). — You  might 
try  “ Kerol  Capsules  ” (intestinal).  A 
good  druggist  might  get  them  for  you. 

F.  H.  Hyde. — There  is  no  such  com- 
plaint as  “ nstumifitus  ” or  “ astuniefitus.” 
Ask  the  doctor  what  he  really  meant.  He 
certainly  did  not  use  such  a term  as  this. 

“ Matilda.” — -Seeing  that  you  are  now 
“ under  treatment  ” — -having  massage  and 
electrical  treatment — I cannot  interfere ; 
and  would  advise  you  to  continue  under  your 
doctor. 

Adenoids  (“  Nose  ”). — Your  cliild  has 
probably  got  adenoids,  but  personal  exam- 
ination alone  can  determine  tills.  Take  it 
to  a good  doctor  for  examination  and 
treatment. 

“ Bronchitis.” — I have  already  replied  to 
your  question  re  spirits  of  camphor  and  com- 
pound tincture  of  camphor,  and  the  answer 
will  appear  in  due  course.  Meanwhile  I may 
again  say  that  the  two  things  are  very  dif- 
ferent, the  latter  containing  opium,  which 
will  scotlie  the  cough  for  which  the  former 
(spirits  of  camphor)  are  unsuitable. 

“ In  Doubt.” — It  is  stupid  of  you  to  con- 
tinue under  treatment— as  you  say  you  have 
been  for  some  time — without  mentioning  to 
your  doctor  what  you  refer  to  in  your  letter; 
and  my  advice  to  you  is  tio  tell  him  at  once 
and  ask  his  opinion  and  advice.  There  is 
nothing  to  be  either  ashamed  of  or  worried 
about,  and  the  sooner  you  “take  the  bull 
by  tile  horns  ” the  better. 

Aphtii.e  (“Mother”). — This  is  the  name 
of  the  little  ulcers  you  refer  to.  They  ap- 
pear first  as  little  grey  patches  on  the  gums, 
the  inside  of  the  cheeks,  and  on  the  tongue 
- -especially  in  weakly  or  delicate  children 
when  cutting  their  first  teeth,  afterwards 
developing  into  ulcers,  which  are  painful. 
Tne  application  of  glycerine  of  borax — better 
than  honey  and  borax — will  generally  cure 
them. 

“ Worried. ” — You  are  evidently  “run 
down,”  perhaps  from  overwork  and  worry. 
The  following  prescription  might  do  you 
good: — Compound  tincture  of  cinchona,  2 
drachms;  tincture  of  nux  vomica.  2 
drachms ; tincture  of-  ginger,  2 drachms ; 
spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms;  camphor 
water  to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoouful  three 
times  a day. 


ment  at  heart  to  reflect  on  ways  and 
means  to  prevent  such  confessions  being 
necessary. 

Taking  a leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the  capi-. 
talists,  cannot  some  system  be  devised  to 
provide  for  those  people  who  can  rarely  get 
to  a big  co-operative  store?  Cannot  the 
co-operative  movement  have  its  universal 
supply  stores?  One  store  in  London, 
another  in  Manchester,  and  others  in 
appropriate  centres,  should  there  be  the 
need,  issuing  price  lists  similar  to  other 
large  stores,  would  be  a boon  to  many,  and 
I venture  to  think  would  bring  the  advan- 
tages of  the  co-operative  system  to  the 
notice  of  many  who  have  not  yet  been 
privileged  to  enjoy  them. 

A central  postal  supply  system  in  the 
co-operative  movement  would  reach  villages 
and  hamlets  now  untouched  and  enable 
many  who,  while  thoroughly  appreciating 
the  ideals  of  the  movement,  are  at  present 
unable  to  buy  from  its  stores.  The  financ- 
ing of  such  a scheme  must  be  left  to  the 
experts  in  the  movement,  but  the  propa- 
ganda achieved  by  it  would, - I am  sure,  be 
an  asset  of  no  mean  value. — Yours,  &c., 

Lingfield,  Surrey.  F.  S. 

A Question  of  Prices. 

Silt, — If  only  our  societies  would  sell  all 
at  the  same  price  as  private  traders,  and 
our  own  goods  as  low  as  possible,  outsiders 
would  be  more  ready  to  trade  with  us. 
People  who  can  only  buy  necessaries,  and 
not  always  those,  would  be  foolish  indeed 
to  pay  more  for  Carnation  Milk  than  they 
need — to  mention  only  one  of  many  articles. 
I'm  convinced  that  those  who  are  respon- 
sible for  this  sort  of  work  do  not  wish  the 
movement  to  prosper  or  to  help  the  very 
poor  in  the  best  w.ay  by  showing  them  how 
to  help  themselves.  Private  traders  do 
not  sell  goods  tliey  cannot  make  a profit 
out  of.  Oil,  the  chances  we  have  missed  ! 
— Yours,  etc., 

Bradford.  E.  Sn.\w. 


“ Tkmi'l.vr.” — As  a possible  cause  tf  tlm 
“ irritation  ” may  be  from  sugar  in 
urine.  I should  advise  getting  the  mi„0 
examined  by  a doctor  for  this.  As  a 
penary  palliative  bathing  the.  part  with  a 
saturated  solution  of  boraeic  acid  m i,r> 
•water  may  do  good. 

“ C’romweli,.” — “ Piles  ” are  the  proLabl0 
cause  of  The  bleeding,  which  l-ecurs  so  Tten 
A personal  examination  by  your  do:  t r wuu|j 
settle  the  point,  and  this  I advise  should  b0 
done  at  once.  An  operation  is  the  best 
treatment  of  piles  at  ycur  age.  It.  js 
good  to  have  earned  your  opinion  n our 
Medical  Replies — that  they  are  “always 
straightforward,  and  no  c-anioull.ige  i.ld-i, 
so  many  doctors  resort  to.” 

“G.  M.  A.”  (second  reply).-  -Glad  to 
know  that  our  former  reply  “ gave  you 
relief  mentally  and  physically.”  The 
“ feeling  in  yotir  throat  ” is  mainly  nervous 
and  can  be  overcome  by  practice  and  In- 
paying  less  attention  to'it.  It  is  pood  tint 
you  have  practically  given  up  smoking;  but 
the  decay  in  your  lower  teeth  is  serious,  ,lml 
they  should  he  attended  to  by  a good  dental 
surgeon. 

Superfluous.  Hair  on  Mo!.f~Mu7iV 
thanks  for  your  commendation  of  our 
Medical  Column.  Re  removal  of  hairs  grow- 
ing on  a small  mole,  or  two,  on  your  Inn,  [ 
strongly  advise  you  to  do  nothing  more  than 
cutting  thorn  short  as  often  as  necessary, 
as  any  other  treatment  might  irritate  the 
moles  into  some  rerious  condition.  Moles, 
unlike  warts,  should  never  be  touched  by 
any  treatment;  they  are  best  left  severely 
alone. 

“Distressed.” — Your  “blushing”  js 
purely  nervous,  and  is  due  to  over-conscious- 
ness and  an  exaggerated  sensitiveness  in 
tlie  presence  of  others.  Try  and  not  think 
so  much  about  it  and  get  rid  of  the  idea  that 
others  are  noticing  you  so  much  ns  you 
think  they  are.  We  are  all  apt  to  think  that 
we  are  of  more  importance  than  we  really 
are.  If  we  really  knew  how  little  otter 
people  sometimes  think  about  us  it  might 
lessen  our  conceit  of  ourselves. 

“ Patience  ” (second  reply). --This  is  a 
very  appropriate  “ nom-de-plume  ” for  you 
— seeing  that  since  my  previous  reply  you 
have  bad  the  advice  of  three  doctors,  includ- 
ing one  at  an  ear  institution  in  Edinburgh— 
with  little  or  no  benefit  to  your  deafness 
and  head  noises.  There  is  nothing  wliicli 
can  “ feed  the  affected  nerves  ” : and  I fear, 
that  yours  is  a case  of  “ what  can't  be  cured 
must  be  endured.''  and  that  “grinning  and 
biding  ” must  be  ycur  lot. 

“Wind  on  the  Heath.” — It  is  a gre.it 
( cmplinient  to  the  doctor  to  be  told  that  he 
Ills  Wen  “ your  only  -lector  fcr  many  years. 

It  is  good  to  know  that  the  treat: n •■■■•  lor 
your  mother’*:  vari'-ose  v.-in  in  the  leg  bis 
been  so  satisfactory.  The  numb  feeling  in 
the  foot  and  tees  cf  which  she  now  com  plains 
—at  seventy-fit  e years  of  age—  -may  prore 
more  difficult  tc  treat  with  so  much  satis- 
faction, and  the  best  treatment  I can  advise 
is  to  continue  the  rest  already  pro  scribed 
for  the  leg,  and  to  hope  for  the  best— with 
patience  and  perseverance. 

“ G.  M.  B.” — It  is  good  to  know  ilia.  you 
think  the  replies  in  our  Medical  Column  are 
“ very  sincere.”  My  opinion  of  your 
“case”  is  that  constipation  is.ci  ■ of  the 
main  causes  of  your  numerous  symptrais. 
and  if  you  read  cur  Medical  Column  “ crerv 
week,”  as  you  eav  you  do,  you  will  know 
something  ,ol'  our  treatment  of  tin's,  viz.,  by 
abstaining  altogether  from  aperient  medi- 
cines of  all  kinds,  and  by  taking  pleat-,  of 
out-of-doors  exercise,  with  coarse  diet- 
brown  bread,  oatmeal,  green  vegetables, 
fresh  fruits,  and  such.  For  the  “itching 
sensation  ” see  my  reply  to  “ Penman  ” i'1 
last  week’s  “News.” 

NESTLE’S 

MILO  FOOD 

'R  ‘Perfect  Tood  for  Children, 
Invalids,  and  ffursing  Mothers. 

Most  of  the  patent  foods  on  the 
market  are  quite  unfit  for  a 
child’s  delicate  stomach,  which 
cannot  digest  starch  or  flour, 
except  in  small  quantities,  unless 
changed  into 
what  is  known 
as  maltose  and 
dextrin. 

This  change  has 
taken  place  in  ^ 
case  of  MILO 
FOOD,  which  is  so 
prepared  that  it  con- 

tainsevery  thing  that 

a young  child 
requires,  in  a form  in 
which  itcanboeasily 
digested. 

NESTLE’S, 

6-S.  EASTCHEAP.  LONDON.  E..C.3  _ 


HOW  TO  GET  MORE  TRADE. 


WHAT  our  readf;rs  think. 


D.VfUEND  ON  CO-OPERATIVE  PRODUCTIONS  ONLY  WHY  NOT  ORDERS 
RY  POST?— A QUESTION  OF  PRICES. 


Amu.T  26,  1222. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


CHELMSFORD’S 

progress. 


TWELVE  MONTHS'  DEVELOPMENT. 


(wubfobd  Society  has,  during  tiro  past 
•irelvo  months,  opened  several  now  depart- 
Its,  including  a branch  store  at  Ingate- 
Tone,  a milk  pasteurising  and  refrigerating 
■ , ftt  tlio  central  premises,  a fish  shop  at 
Wells.stieet  branch,  and  recently  a new 
drapery  simp  with  a restaurant  on  Hint  floor 
were  opened. 

T],e$e  premises  with  a frontage  of  forty  feet 
and  depth  of  about  one  hundred  feet  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  were  purchased  by  tire 
society  several  years  ago;  and  on  acquiring 
the  lease  in  June,  1921,  structural  alterations 
ffcre  commenced  by  the  C.W.S.  building 
department,  under  plans  prepared  by  Messrs. 
Pcrtvce  and  Howard  (architects),  which 
completely  transformed  the  shop.  The  new', 
shop  front  and  the  two  island  windows  give 
the  premises  a new  appearance.  The  drapery 
department  occupies  the  whole  of  the  ground 
floor  and  some  of  the  first  floor  rooms,  which 
have  been  handsomely  fitted  up  with  Messrs. 
Harris  and  Sheldon's  “Selphast”  fittings, 
ajid  glass  counters.  It  is  by  far  the  finest 
ami  best-equipped  drapery  shop  in  the  district. 

On  the  first  floor  is  a well-furnished  restau- 
rant capable  of  seating  sixty  to  seventy 
jjersons.  Luncheons,  dinners,  teas,  and 
suppers  are  being  supplied ; and  it  is  hoped 
this  will  be  one  of  the  society’s  most  successful 
departments. 

The  former  drapery  shop  at  the  central 
premises  has  been  adapted  for  a boot  and  shoe 
department,  which  makes  room  for  the  fur- 
nishing department  to  be  brought  to  the  front 


eei. 

Hie  new  buildings  were  opened  by  Mr. 

X.  Young  (managing-secretary),  in  the 
sence  of  a large  number  of  members,  and 
legates  from  neighbouring  societies. 


SUCCESSFUL  STAFF  SHOW. 


ENJOYABLE  EVENT  AT  READING. 


The  seventh  annual  gardening  and  handi- 
crafts exhibition  of  the  Reading  Co-operative 
Employees’  Association  was  held  in  the 
grounds  of  the  co-operative  bakery,  Reading, 
on  August  16th,  and  afforded  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

In  the  employees’  and  members’  section 
(forty-seven  classes  in  all)  there  were  no  less 
than  471  entries  for  vegetables,  flowers,  and 
handicrafts.  The  cabbages;  beans,  potatoes, 
carrots,  &e.,  were  of  wonderful  growth  ; the 
flowers  were  beautiful  to  behold  ; while  the 
handicrafts  exhibits  displayed  great  taste, 
patience,  and  ingenuity.  There  were  also 
sixty-two  entries  for  the  baby  show — all 
co-operative  productions  by  the  way.  Russell 
(of  the  outfitting)  scored  a first.  There  was  a 
full  programme  of  amusements  in  the  shape 
of  side  shows,  and  the  Reading  Temperance 
Prize  Band  were  in  attendance.  The  catering 
department  provided  refreshments ; and  in 
the  evening  dancing  on  the  green  was  indulged 


It  was  a record  in  every  way,  and  the  bon. 
secretary  (Mr.  A.  J.  .Mayers)  and  his  capa*ble 
committee  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their 
self-sacrificing  labours  in  organising  and 
carrying  out  such  a successful  and  enjoyable 
function.  The  president  of  the  Association  is 
Mr- G.  Parelow  (the  C.W.S.  bakery  judge). 
The  prizes  were  distributed-*  by  the  president 
°f  the  society  (Councillor  Wooidridge). 


ITEMS  of  interest. 


The  Woking  Society  are  extending  their 
operations  by  taking  over  the  Camberley 
faiieh  from  the  Aldershot  Society, 
iir.  J.  \\ . Gordon  lias  been  re-elected  presi- 
ent  of  the  North-West  London  Society  with 
t,  '°fes.  Mr,  W.  J.  Hill  (secretary  to  the 
aldington  *^°-  “ Branch  of  the  N.U.R.L  who 
41,0  other  candidate,  received  78  votes. 
Arranged  by  the  Womep’s  Guilds  of  Hamp- 
on  an<l  Twickenham  and  the  Thames  Valley 
**»  Guild,  a very  successful  gala  was  held 
oently,  iu  the  Teddington  Liberal  Club 
Erouink  A fancy  dress  parade,  side  shows, 
aoos,  and  competitions  made  the  event  a very 
buyable  one. 

an  pC  1.Ucm')crs  G‘e  B’bbo  Kift  fraternity 
junior  guilds  in  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s 
a are  having  the  time  of  their  lives  at  an 
eanipment  at  Woodlands,  the  farm  belong- 
facin  • SOCioty  at  Shooter’s  Hill.  Every 
and ' 'f  W a^0ltk,(l  *or  living  the  simple  life 
at  first  ,rr8  ^atu,C  S fasc‘nat‘nB  lessons 


NEW  METHODS  FOR  OLD  PRINCIPLES. 


POWER  OF  PUBLICITY  : THE  DAILY  PAPER  : INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE. 


PRACTICAL  DISCUSSIONS  AT  WOOLWICH  SCHOOL. 


(BY  OUR  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT.) 


“ New  Methods  in  Co-operative  Organisa-  | 
tion  ” were  considered  by  an  eager  band  of 
students  at  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s 
pica;  antly-Bituated  social  centre  at  Shornells, 
Bostall  Heath,  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Mr.  J.  Dickinson,  who  welcomed  the 
students  on  behalf  of  tlio  Royal  Arsenal 
Society’s  educational  committee — who  were 
responsible  for  the  successful  arrangements 
made — said  co-operators  in  the  past  had  been 
content  to  run  on  stereotyped  lines  as  far  as 
propaganda  and  business  organisation  were 
concerned.  In  their  business  methods  co- 
operators  had  shown  too  much  modesty,  and 
had  been  inclined  to  hide  tbeir  light  under  a 
bushel.  It  was  necessary  to  consider  in  what 
way  they  could  render  their  methods  more 
efficient. 


The  International  Outlook. 

Dir.  W.  B.  Neville  (secretary  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society)  read  a paper  on  “ Co-operation 
and  International  Finance  and  Trade.”  He 
first  examined  the  present  financial  chaos, 
which  had  overtaken  the  world  as  a result  of 
the  war.  The  countries  of  Eurbpe,  with  few 
exceptions,  he  considered,  could  only  be 
described  ,as  spendthrifts,  living  in  false 
security  and  making  headlong  towards  bank- 
ruptcy. He  was  convinced  that  until  the 
reparations  problem  was  solved  there  could  be 
no  great  improvement  in  the  direction  of 
stabilising  the  exchanges.  Co'-operators,  as  a 
body  of  consumers,  could  not  be  indifferent 
to  the  settlement  of  the  reparations  discus- 
sion, or  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  inter- 
allied debts.  Each  would  have  its  effect  on 
the  currencies  of  the  world,  and  would  also 
have  a potent  bearing  upon  the  financial  budget 
of  the  millions  of  homes  of  co-operators 
throughout  the  world.  In  our  own  country  a 
large  proportion  of  the  revenue  was  obtained 
by  indirect  taxation,  and  the  co-operative 
store  had  no  mean  share  in  collecting  such 
part  of  the  taxes  as  was  levied  upon  the  food 
of  co-operators. 

Mi-.  Neville  next  touched  on  the  changes 
which  had  taken  place  in  recent  years  in  inter- 
national finance  as  applied  to  banking  and 
trading  organisations,  and  he  emphasised  the 
fact  that  as  co-operators  they  could  not  afford 
to  manifest  any  indifference  to  the  problems 
he  had  referred  to.  They  desired  to  see  the 
world’s  resources  developed  and  exploited 
for  the  benefit  of  the  entire  mass  of  the  people. 
In  considering  any  practical  proposal  for  inter- 
national co-operative  trading  they  should  take 
into  account  the  fact  that  other  countries 
were  not  organised  for  production  to  the  same 
extent  as  the  movement  in  Britain.  Their 
difficulties  for  the  present  were  enormous,  but 
the  ideal  should  be  kept  in  view,  viz., 


each  country  manufacturing  or  marketing 
the  special  commodities  of  its  particular 
state,  and  selling  these  goods  to  an  Inter- 
national Co-oporative  Wholesale  Society, 
which  in  turn  would  distribute  the  com- 
modities by  its  own  transport,  using  its 
own  financial  machinery,  acting  as  its  own 
bankers — dispensing  to  a large  extent 
with  the  present  machinery  of  oxchange- 
and  applying  the  surplus  accruing  from 
its  international  labour  for  the  benefit  of 
co-operators  and  consumers  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  world. 


That  was  the  ideal  they  should  accomplish 
as  soon  as  circumstances  permitted. 

There  was  a well-sustained  discussion,  and 
at  the  close  Mr.  Neville  was  thanked  by  the 
chairman  for  his  able  paper. 


Multiple  Shop  Competition. 

In  the  evening.  Councillor  T.  E.  Williams 
(general  committee)' 'spoke  on  “Co-operation 
and  the  Multiple  Firm  Organisation.”  Mrs. 
Kelly  (educational  committee)  presided. 

During  the  past  fifty  years,  Mr.  Williams 
stated,  the  co-operative  movement  had  grown 
from  a small  beginning.  The  multiple  firm 
organisation  was  of  more  recent  growth  ; it 
had  come  into  existence  during  the  last  fifteen 
or  twenty  years.  This  organisation  had 
caused  the  co-operative  movement  only  a 
small  amount  of  inconvenience,  hut  ho  was 
quite  certain  that  in  future  years  the  multiple 
firm  organisation  was  going  to  strike  a very 
serious  blow  at  the  co-operative  movement. 
Mr.  Williams  showed  the  distinction  between 
the  capital  held  by  the  multiple  shop  com- 
panies and  that  owned  by  co-operative 
societies,  clearly  demonstrating  his  points  by 
blackboard  illustrations.  He  explained  that 


the  action  of  the  multiple  companies  in  re- 
ducing the  prices  tended  to  increase  the  com- 
pany’s dividend  ; whilst  in  the  co-operative 
movement  reduced  prices  meant  a smaller 
dividend.  In  meeting  the  competition  in 
the  future  societies  would  have  to  be  satisfied 
with  small  dividends  in  order  that  the  prices 
could  be  kept  at  a proper  level. 

There  was  also  a need  to  increase  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  co-operative  movement.  In  the 
provinces  they  often  found  the  co-operative 
headquarters  stowed  away  in  an  out-of-the- 
way  place.  They  were  often  dilapidated 
buildings  which  had  not  been  attended  to 
for  years,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  get  the 
trade  on  the  linos  of  modern  up-to-date 
methods. 


The  time  had  gone  when  the  co-operative 
movement  could  succeed  because  it  was 
the  co-operative  movement. 


Practically  the  large  multiple  firms  were 
dependent  on  the  working  classes  of  this 
country.  Co-operative  sooieties  should  give 
better  service  than  people  outside  the  move- 
ment. The  movement  needed  to  lose  its 
parochial  outlook. 

He  saw  no  reason  why  some  of  the  smart 
and  capable  employees  should  not,  at  the 
expense  of  the  societies,  enjoy  an  occa- 
sional trip  abroad  to  study  methods  of  co- 
operative organisation.  Owing  to  in- 
creased competition  in  the  future  they 
would  have  to  secure  the  most  highly- 
skilled  and  best-trained  assistants  it  was 
possible  to  obtain. 

The  movement  would  have  seriously  to  tackle 
the  training  of  apprentices  whether  for  the 
office  or  the  shop.  Mr.  Williams  also  alluded 
to  the  importance  of  the  movement  improving 
its  methods  of  publicity. 

Various  questions  were  answered  by  Mr. 
Williams,  who  was  thanked  by  the  chairman 
for  liis  excellent  treatment  of  the  subject. 


A Co-operstive  Daily. 

Mrs.  Tucker  (educational' committee),  who 
presided  a^the  third  session  said  it  was  a 
real  pleasure  to  the  committee  to  know  that 
the  attendance  had  been  so  goodr  and  that  so 
much  interest  and  enthusiasm  had  been  dis- 
played by  the  students  during  the  week-end 
school. 

Mr.  John  Dickinson,  who  has  been  very- 
active  in  agitating  for  a co-operative  daily 
paper,  spoke  on  “ Co-operation  and  the  Press.” 
In  order  to  achieve  the  object  in  view  co- 
operators  had  to  educate  the  public  mind, 
he  contended.  In  his  opinion  there  was  no 
organ  which  would  enable  them  to  do  this 
effectively  excepting  the  press. 


When  a man  bought  a paper  to-day  he 
was  buying  propaganda,  although  he  did 
not  recognise  it,  for  the  propaganda  was 
artistically  disguised. 


Day  by  day  a man  obtained  a particular  organ 
and  unconsciously  absorbed  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  it.  Co-operators  had  no  such  mode 
of  reaching  the  general  public.  The  whole 
of  the  daily  press,  -with  one  exception,  was 
owned  by  people  who  were  anti-co-operators. 
He  enforced  the  need  of  an  organ  to  create 
public  opinion,  in  order  that  the  co-operative 
views  should  receive  more  recognition.  As 
regarded  the  action  to  be  taken  in  establishing 
a daily  paper,  Mr.  Dickinson  stated  that  he 
was  disappointed  at  the  attitude  taken  by 
Congress,  and  he  considered  that  the  Pub- 
lishing Society  made  a tactical  mistake  in 
moving  the  amendment.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  the  three  bodies  should  not  combine  and 
run  a daily  paper.  The  National  Publishing 
Society  had  been  appealing  for  capital  for 
some  time,  but  unfortunately  the  societies 
did  not  supply  it. 

In  his  opinion  they  would  get  sufficient 
capital  within  four  years  to  start  a daily 
paper  when  they  had  sense  enough  to  see  it, 
and  were  not  too  greedy  to  part  with  the 
money.  He  suggested  that  from  the  annual 
surpluses  of  the  distributive  societies  esti- 
mated at  £25,000,000  there  3hould  be  a con- 
tribution of  half  per  cent.  This  would  yield 
£125,000  a year,  and  in  four  years  there 
would  be  a capital  sum  of  £500,000. 


Mr.  Dickinson  gave  additional  arguments 
showing  the  importance  of  the  question.  He 
pointed  out  that  when  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  introduced  the  excess  profits  tax 
lie  estimated  that  £173,000  would  he  obtained 
from  co-operative  societies  during  tho  first 
year.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  we  lind  no  daily 
organ  to  educate  public  opinion  and  combat 
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the  proposals  of  the  Government,  we  were 
compelled  to  pay  £175,000.  In  conclusion, 
Mr.  Dickinson  stressed  the  point  that  it  was 
essential  to  have  a strong  press  to  mould 
public  opinion  in  the  direction  of  securing  tho 
ideal  state  at  which  co-operators  were  aiming. 

In  the  discussion,  there  was  a general 
agreement  as  to  the  need  of  a co-operative 
daily,  and  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  plan  which 
had  been  suggested. 

The  power  of  Publicity, 

Mr.  Joseph  Reeves  (Royal  Arsenal  Society’s 
educational  secretary),  who  appeared  in  his 
smart  “ Kibbo  Kift  ” costume  which  he  has 
been  wearing  in  camp,  on  Sunday  afternoon 
spoke  on  “ Co-operation  and  Publicity.” 

At  the  outset,  Mr.  Reeves  showed  that  tho 
argument  that  publicity  added  to  the  cost  of 
production  was  fallacious,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  purpose  of  advertising  was  to 
stimulate  demand.  He  regarded  the  adver- 
tising of  the  Wholesale  Society  as  being  in- 
complete and  unprofessional ; but  he  would 
say  in  excuse  for  the  Society,  that  wliilst  they 
were  not  permitted  to  standardise  prices,  their 
advertising  must  of  necessity  be  conducted 
along  very  indefinite  lines. 

The  standardisation  of  prices  was  one  of  the 
first  necessities  to  a complete  system  of 
wholesale  advertising.  The  price  of  a com- 
modity was  often  its  chief  selling  point,  and 
no  publicity  organisation  would  care  to 
advertise  an  article  without  at  the  same 
time  announcing  its  price. 

Price  was  an  indispensable  corollary  to  a 
complete  system  of  wholesale  publicity.  Mi1. 
Reeves  made  suggestions  for  a national  cam* 
paign  for  pushing  the  sales  of  the  C.W.S.  cocoa 
and  chocolate?. 

A Waste  of  Monoy, 

Many  of  the  progressive  retail  societies, 
Mr.  Reeves  stated,  including  the  Royal  Arsenal 
and  the  London  Co-operative  Society,  already 
had  publicity  departments,  and  the  promotion 
matter  issued  was  of  a much  superior  quality 
to  that  issued  by  the  Wholesale  Society. 
Many  local  societies  spent  large  sums  of 
money  in  filling  advertising  space  in  local 
papers  wiMi  copy  which  had  no  pulling  effect 
at  all.  It  was  a pure  waste  of  good  money, 
and  might  be  spent  very  effectively  by  the 
edtfcrtional  department. 

Advertising  copy  should  be  compiled  by  an 
expert.  They  would  not  expect  a grocer  to 
be  an  expert  tailor,  but  they  permitted  him 
very  often  to  make  out  copy  when  he  pos- 
sessed no  technical  knowledge  of  advertising. 

“ We  have  got  to  make  known  the  advan- 
tages of  co-operation.”  Mr.  Reeves  added, 
'•  We  have  got  to  beat  the  multiple  firm 
organisation,  and  we  can  only  do  so  by  first 
of  all  tightening  up  our  organisation,  and 
making  it  100  per  cent,  efficient,  and  then 
by  letting  the  whole  world  know  of  our 
great  service  for  the  present  as  well  as  for 
future  generations. 

He  summed  up  the  whole  matter  by  advo- 
cating a rapid  extension  of  cooperative  pro- 
paganda. This  would  mean  the  expenditure 
of  much  money ; members  would  have  to  ho 
prepared  to  accept  balance  sheets  where 
surplus  was  spent  for  development  rather 
than  upon  half-yearly  distribution.  Tho 
Wholesale  Societies  should  have  real  publicity 
departments,  where  big  schemes  of  publicity 
were  developed,  covering  the  whole  of  tho 
islands,  including  posters,  sky  signs,  and 
newspaper  advertisements ; and  the  retail 
societies  must  do  likewise,  preferably  in  con- 
junction with  the  C.W.S. 

The  attendance  and  interest  were  well 
maintained  at  the  classes,  and  the  school  was 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successsful  which 
has  been  held  since  the  opening  of  Shornells. 
The  “ house  party  ” were  delighted  with  their 
stay  in  this  happily-placed  co-operative  home, 
and  with  the  completeness  of  the  arrangements 
made  by  Miss  Collins  (superintendent)  and 
Mr.  Reeves. 


SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 

The  annual  children’s  festival  arranged  by 
the  Windsor  District  Society  was  fixed  to  ho 
held  in  the  grounds  of  the  Imperial  Services 
College  on  Wednesday;  A report  will  appear 
in  our  next  week’s  issue. 

The  Portsea  Island  Society  took  part  in  tho 
carnival  and  pageant  at  Southsea,  and  were 
awarded  second  prize  for  a very  effective 
tableau  representing  “ The  Garden  of  Co- 
operation.” ♦ ♦ • 

The  flag  day  which  is  being  held  on  Saturday, 
August  26th,  in  aid  of  the  Labour  Hospital’s 
extension  fund,  should  produce  a satisfactory 
amount.  Mr.  J.  Murray  Bruce,  J.P.  (tho 
general  secretary),  invites  all  those  over 
sixteen  years  of  age  of  both  sexes  willing  to 
sell  flags  within  fifteen  miles’  area  of  Charing 
Cross  to  communicate  with  him  at  34,  Gordon- 
square,  W.C.  1 (’phone : Museum  7844). 

Flag  selleis  arc.the  great  need  to  secure  success. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


August  20. 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  "Women’s  Pages,’ 
" Co-operative  News  ” Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


SAVE  THE  RATES 

and  sacrifice  the  babies. 

The  annual  returns  for  the  past  year 
of  medical  officers  for  municipal  boroughs 
should  shortly  be  available  for  the  in- 
formation of  citizens,  and  women  citizens 
who  wish  to  be  well  informed  as  to  the 
health  conditions  of  their  towns  or  dis- 
tricts should  see  that  they  get  a 
copy  at  the  earliest  date. 

The  question  of  rates  is  likely  to  loom 
largely  in  the  November  elections,  and 
it  is  well  to  get  some  sound  notion  as  to 
what  sort  of  sendee  we  have  been  getting 
at  the  cost  of  increased  or  reduced  rates. 

The  public  health  service  shares  with 
the  educational , sendees  the  greatest 
influence  upon  the  prosperity  of  a town. 
Constant  vigilance  is  needed  to  keep  a 
town  in  a state  of  habitable  sanitation, 
and  cheese-paring  tactics  applied  to 
health  matters  may  lead  to  most  terrible 
results. 

Thousands  of  lives  are  yearly  sacri- 
ficed— of  babies  in  particular — because 
of  the  indifference  or  neglect  of  sanitary 
and  housing  conditions  in  the  poorer 
parts  of  our  towns  and  cities. 

A report  of  a town  which  is  before  us 
reveals  the  inadequacy  of  any  health 
measure  of  the  most  vigilant  kind  to 
combat  the  evils  of  overcrowding  in 
homes.  The  housing  shortage  is  brought 
to  light  by  the  toll  of  death,  disease,  and 
danger  to  the  populace  shown  in  bold 
statistics  of  variation  in  the  different 
wards  of  the  town  under  survey. 

And' yet — we  learn  that  in  this  town — 
the  housing  scheme  has  been  stopped,, 
the  maternity  scheme  blocked,  the  feed- 
ing of  necessitous  children  given  up — all 
on  the  score  oj  saving  the  rales  ! Infantile 
mortality  rates,  for  instance,  varied 
from  19 ’6  in  one  ward — a well-to-do 
area — to  145  ‘8  per  thousand  in  the 
poorest  and  most  overcrowded  ward 
in  this  town — a terrible  contrast  indeed. 

These  vital  statistics  deal  with 
matters  which  touch  the  very  centre  of 
our  common  life,  and  it  should  be  the 
duty  of  even*  woman  citizen  to  interest 
herself  in  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public 
health.  Too  often,  however,  it  is  the 
carelessness  of  the  woman  in  the  home 
about  simple  matters  of  sanitary 
hygiene  which  is  responsible  for  disasters. 

The  most  vigilant  public  health 
authority  may  be  put  to  naught  by  the 
ignorance  and  carelessness  of  one  indi- 
vidual mother,  who  neglects  to  notice 
that  her  child  is  sickening  for  diph- 
theria or  fever.  In  this  matter,  as  in 
all  other  matters,  we  must  act. 

" Each  for  all,  and  all  for  each.” 


WOMEN  AND 

INTERNATIONAL  TRADE. 

The  Midland  Section  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Educational  Association  held  a most 
successful  week-end  school  at  Wood- 
brooke  (Birmingham)  last  Saturday. 

The  two  lecturers  were  Mr.  May,  on 
f‘  International  Trade  at  Home  and 
Abroad,”  and  Mr.  Will  Rogers,  on  “ The 
Responsibility  of  the  Employer  and 
Employee.” 

It  was  a delightful  coincidence  that 
Mr.  May’s  lectures  should  be  given  at 
Woodbrooke,  which  is  truly  the  home  of 
internationalism  during  the  ordinary' 
terms,  for  students  of  all  races  and  colours 
gather  under  its  hospitable  roof  there  to 
establish  a never-ending,  world-wide 
fellowship. 

And  it  is  the  international  question 
which  specially  appealed  to.  the  women 
students  of  the  week-end  school. 

With  masterly  hand  Mr.  May  spoke 
about  co-operative  trading  and  banking 
internationally.  He  brought  the  needs 
and  goods  of  people  known  only  by 
name  right  to  our  hearts,  and  made  ail 
feel  that  there  is  such  a future,  such 
as  will  revolutionise  the  whole  trading 
and  banking  system. 

Mrs.  Stein  (Birmingham  Educational 
Association)  pleaded  earnestly  for  our 
Women’s  Guild  to  courageously'  ap- 
proach the  problem,  and  so  help  in  the 
establishment  of  Mr.  May’s  ideals. 


THE  WOMAN  WITH  THE  BASKET. 

LEADING  HER  TO  HER  OWN  STORE. 

IRELAND’S  FIRST  WOMAN  CANVASSER. 


A PLYMOUTH  WORKER, 


Figures  show  that  many  women  only  spend  10s.,  15s.,  or  20s.  weekly  at 
their  own  co-operative  storas.  Obviously  families  are  not  kept  on  this  small 
amount.  Then  where  is  the  money  spent? 

These  questions  are  troubling  the  movement  to-day,  and  wibh  a view  to  find- 
ing out  the  causes  some  societies  have  appointed  women  canvassers.  Already 
through  our  “ Women's  Pages"  we  have  interviewed  and  noted  the  women 
canvassers  already  appointed  in  osnnactio.n  with  the  Manchester  and  Salford 
ivnd  Cowes  societies,  and  now  we  have  pleasure  in  congratulating  Mrs,  Wilson 
on  her  appointment,  feeling  sure  Miat  Ireland’s  first  woman  canvasser  will  make 
good,  and  that  Lisburn  Society’s  example  will  be  followed  at  no  distant  date  by 
other  societies  in  the  Emerald  Isle. 


MORE  TRADE  WANTED-DIVIDEND  FOLLOWS. 


The  need  of  the  distributive 
societies  at  the  moment  is  in- 
creased trade.  This  need  is  not 
peculiar  to  societies  in  the 
Emerald  Isle,  but  it  will  be 
interesting  to  readers  of  our 
‘Women’s  Pages"  to  know 
what  is  being  done  by  some 
Irish  societies,  particularly 
where  women  are  being  call-id 
to  the  rescue  and  asked  to  lend 
their  aid  in  dealing  with  the 
problem  of  diminishing  sales. 

Lisburn  Society  was  the  first 
society  in  Ireland  to  open  an 
agricultural  department  with 
tlie  endeavour  to  bring  to- 
gether, in  a practical  way,  the 
producer  and  the  consumer. 
During  the  war  years  extension 
and  development  wont  on,  and 
the  committee  of  management 
were  brave  enough  to  go  ahead 
with  ambitions  schemes  in 
regard  to  buildings  and  equip- 
ment. But  the  course  of  co-opt. 
the  course  of  true  love,  seldom  run 


Mrs.  Wilson, 
who  has  just  been 
appointed  w o in  a 11 
canvasser  to  the 
Lisburn  Society  in 
* Ireland. 


■atic.11,  like 
„ straight, 

and  for  the  past  twelve  months  it  has  been 
evident  that  a greater  loyalty  oil  the  part 
of  the  membership  would  require  to  be  exer- 
cised if  success  were  to  attend  the  policy 
adopted  by  a go-ahead  committee.  So  the 
society  decided  to  appoint  a woman  organiser 
— Mrs.  Wilson. 

Now  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a member  of  the 
Belfast  Society  and  a keen  co-operator,  the 
co-operative  faith  being  part  of  her  religion. 
Quiet  and  unassuming,  almost  to  a fault,  her 
work  for  co-operation  has  beon  done  where 
the  limelight  never  flashed,  and  she  is  a past 
mistress  in  the  art  of  making  certain  that 
the  left  hand  shall  not  know  what  good  the 
right  hand  doeth. 

Int-erviewed'in  regard  to  her  appointment 
and  work  as  canvasser,  she  said  that  whilst 
a convinced  co-operator,  her  enthusiasm  for 
propaganda  work  was  first  awakened  through 
attendance  at  the  classes  for  women  co- 
operators  under  the  auspices  of  tire  Co- 
operative Union  held  in  Belfast  some  years 
ago. 

"This  led  to  my  taking  a correspondence 
course  and  securing  the  Co-operative  Union’s 
certificate  in  Co-operation.  But,"  she  con- 
tinued, “ without  the  ' Co-operative  News,’ 
I could  never  have  learned  what  I have  about 
the  movement.  My  duty  is  to  call  on  mem- 
bers who  have  censed  purchasing  or  who.93 
purchases  have  shown  a marked  frilling  off, 


and  I have  found  that  trade 
depression,  unemployment,  and 
the  resultant  difficulty  of  the 
housewife  to  make  ends  meot 
were  amongst  the  Teasong  for 
co-operative  apathy.  After  a 
thorough  canvass  of  the  dis- 
trict, I suggested  the  idea  of 
getting  the  women  together  lor 
a little  talk  over  the  affairs  of 
the  society.  Already  there  are 
signs  that  the  canvass  and 
meeting  are  bearing  fruit.  My 
talks  are,  of  course,  mainly 
witli  the  women,  and  I have  to 
confess  that  these  conversations 
have  touched  on  many  things 
besides  oc-operation.  Some  of 
the  women  take  ire  for  a health 
visitor,  and  I find  myself  talk- 
ing about  babies,  and  giving 
advice  about  the  treatment  of 
some  childish  ailment." 

Space  forbids  going  into 
details  of  all  that  Mrs.  Wilson 
has  to  tell,  but  she  said  that  at  Ballyskeagii, 
a Manchester  .woman  told  her  she  found  it 
difficult  to  get  C’.W.S.  productions.  The 
women  know  little  or  nothing  about  the 
movement  outside  Lisburn,  and  very  little 
indeed  about  their  own  society.  Tlie  half- 
yearly  meetings  are  attended  mainly  by  the 
male  members,  and  all  the  women  know  is 
that  no  dividend  has  been  paid  fer  the  past 
eighteen  months.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  letting  in 
the  light  in  regard  to  these  things,  and  show- 
ing how  dividend  follows  trade  and  does  not 
fall  like  manna  from  the  skies. 

“ The  way  in  which  I have  been  received," 
said  Mrs.  Wilson,  “ the  eagerness  with  which 
what  l have  had  to  tell  has  been  listened  to 
by  women  who  have  never  heard  anything 
about  the  principles  of  co-operation,  or  the 
C.W.S.  and  the  S.C’.W.S.,  gives  me  no  choice 
but  to  be  hopeful  and  optimistic  about  the 
canvass,  although  I cau  see  a strenuous 
fight  in  front.  I have  never  in  my  life 
undertaken  a task  that  has  brought  me 
greater  satisfaction.  I only  hope  tTiat  the 
results  will  bring  equal  satisfaction  to 
everybody  connected  with  the  society.” 


Mrs.  Thompson  has  been  re-elected  to 
the  Hyde  Society’s  management  commit- 
tee. She  is  the  only  woman  member  on 
the  committee,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
also  secretary  of  the  Hyde  Women’s  Guild. 


PUT  THE  WOMEN 
THE  JOB. 


ON 


" Ask  the  women  to  do  it."  This  is  be- 
coming quite  a familiar  cry  m co-operative 
committee-rooms  to-day.  But  while  women 
are  always  willing  to  do  the  work  they  do 
not  always  get  credit  for  having  done  it. 

The  " No-More-War  " demonstrations 
could  not  have  been  carried  through  as  suc- 
cessfully as  they  were  without  the  women’s 
assistance.  Weeks  before  the  event  the 
women  were  conceiving,  organising;  and 
planning.  No  wonder  the  men  say,  " Put 
the  women  on.  the  job,"  when  there  is  any 
propaganda  to  be  done.  At  the  great 
spectacular  co-operative  demonstration  held 
in  Liverpool  last  Saturday  it  was  the  women 
who  arranged  the  tableaux  and  undertook 
the  arduous  work  of  decorating  tlie  lorries. 

Bur  so  much  of  this  work  lias  been  unrecog- 
nised in  the  post,  that  it  is  most  refreshing 
to  go  to  a meeting  to  hear  tribute  given  as 
it  was  last  Saturday,  when  at  the  half-yearly 
meeting  of  the  North-Western  Convalescent 
Homes  Association  speaker  after  speaker  got 
up  and  referred,  to  the  work  done  by  the 
women. 

M.r.  Kilbourne’s  (Beswick)  proud  boast 
was  that  the  Beswick  Women’s  Guild  was 
second  to  none  in  the  country,  and  the  proud 
boast  of  the  whole  gathering  was;  "If  you 
want  anything  doing,  atk  the  women." 


Gloucester  Meetings. — A new  guild  has 
just  been  opened  in  Gloucester.  At  the 
opening  meeting  representatives  from  the 
management  and  education  committees 
and  various  guilds  in  the  Gloucester  dis- 
trict brought  greetings  and  good  wishes 
from  their  respective  bodies.  Mrs.  Prosser 
(National  Guild  president)  spoke  on 
“Guild  Work."  Tlie  officials  ore: — Mrs. 
Chamberlain  (president),  Mrs.  Lapworth 
(secretary).  Mrs.  Mapes  (treasurer),  and 
Mesdames  Dorn,  Pevice,  Steventnn,  and 
Ward  (committee). 


Guili 

; , 


Mrs.  Roberts. 


MRS.  DEWSBURY'S 

ACCIDENT. 

The  news  of  the  terrible  accident  to  Mrs. 
Dewsbury  reported  in  the  Press  during  the 
week-end  and  in  our  columns  to-day  will  be 
received  by  our  readers  and  guild  members 
generally  with  very  great  sorrow  and  regret, 
and  the  love  and  sympathy  of  all  will  go  out 
to  her  during  the  time  she  i6  under  hospital 
treatment. 

Our  latest  information  from  her  daughter 
at  the  Scarborough  Sehcol  (Orlct  m College) 
is: — "Mother  is  free  from  pain  to-day 
(Tuesday),  but  w©  cannot  yet  say  whether 
the  operation  has  been  successf.il." 


Welcome. — Two  new  branches  in  the 
South  Northumberlnud  district  have  re- 
ceutly  become  affiliated  to  the  National 
Guild.  They  are  Elswick  and  Seaton 
Delnval.  At  the  affiliation  meeting  of  the 
last-named,  Mrs.  Ferguson  (sectional  sec- 
retary) addressed  t)ie  members  and  said 
that  now  they  were  a part  of  the  move- 
ment they  must  take  an  interest  in  all 
matters  appertaining  to  -their  society,  and 
must  show  the  management  committee 
that  women  are  needed  in  the  co-operative 
movement.  She  also  advocated  open  mem- 
bership, Mr.  Usher  (society’s  secretary) 
nnd  Messrs.  Frazer,  Hunter,  and  Mordue 
were  present  from  the  management  com- 
mittee.' A few  weeks  later  Elswick  Guild 
became  affiliated  to  the  national  organisa- 
tion. A meeting  was  held,  when  Mrs. 
Ferguson  was  again  the  speaker.  Women, 
she  said,  required  a broader  outlook  than 
the  four  walls  of  their  house.  The  guild, 
which  was  jiow  an  international  movement, 
gave  women  that  broader  outlook  ou  life. 
Mr.  Lax  .(president  of  the  Newcastle 
Society)  Son)  that  their  women  took  n keen 
interest  in  tlie  management  of  xlie  society. 
Mrs.  Reed  (Newcastle  Society  management 
committer-)  was  also  present. 


Mrs.  RiaMT 
tile  newly.,® 
secretary  „f  J* 
South-Wester,, 
tion  of  the  (Voin;  ' 
Guild,  was  ( 
six  years  tlie  sr^ 
tar.V  Of  the  |>l 
mouth  branch 
the  Women's  r 
operative  ( 
and  there  < 
reputation  " 
organise-. 

Mrs.  I’.ulwt, 

t n k .■  n ,i  er,^ 
niter.-,;  in 

nnd  m.  'tiurpof^ 
Plymouth 

especially  on  the  educational  side  and  in 
interests  of  the  young  peoph\  Slip 
member  of  the  provisional  committee  x-fei 
brought  into  existence  tlie  Plymouth 
jades’  Circle,  and  was  appointed  luoder 
tlie  educational  committee,  a position  if 
held  for  two-and-a-half  years,  having  cobm 
over  250  girls.  Mrs.  Roberts  was  the  mIv 
wtminn  on  a committee  of  fourteen  members 
elected  to  help  in  the  revision  of  the  ral« 
of  the  Plymouth  Society.  She  lias  abo 
helped  the  employees  of  the  society  to  obtain 
their  votes  for  electing  members  whom  tfc-r 
thought  suitable  to  represent,  their  interests 
on  the  management  and  educational  an„ 
mitfcees.  Hitherto  the  employees  hnve  ty 
debarred  from  voting  for  such  committed 
Further.  Mrs.  Roberts  has  been  instm. 
mental  in  getting  a clause  inserted  in  0, 
rules  of  the  educational  committee  whusbj 
the  local  Women’s  Guild  should  he  brought 
within  the  movement  and  recognised  as  radi 
and  not  as  an  auxiliary  body. 

It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  Airs.  Roberts 
brings  much  experience  of  local  co-opegtire 
work  to  her  new  office  as  a sectional  9 
tary  of  the  Women’s  Guild. 


A BABY  REGISTER 


AND  CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE. 

“ Why  not  a Co-operative  Baby  ltega 
ter?”  Do  our  readers  remember  an  article 
on  this  subject  which  app  -u  al  in  tb 
••  Women’s  Pages  ” about  fifteen  month 
ago;'  The  idea  emanated  from  the  brail 
of  Mrs.  Craven,  of  G'laytou-le-lloori 
Society’s  educational  committee,  followed 
by  interviews  with  Air.  Robert  Smith 
(manager  of  the  C’.W.S.  .Health  Insuracie 
Section)  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Jones  ( manager d 
the  Industrial  Insurance  Society),  rto 
hailed  the  proposal. 

At  that  time  Air.  Jones  informed  ns  that 
ou  an  average  10,000  co-operative  babiei 
are  born  weekly!  And  fifteen  months ngotlw 
C.I.S.  only  issued  700  infantile  poLoes 
To-dav,  this  number  has  been  more  tlan 
doubled  and  is  1,500.  Then,  .umpire! 
with  the  figures  given  last  year,  the 
number  of  districts  covered  by  our  on 
insurance  agents  has  Been  increased  m 
six,  and  whereas  there  were  only  blU  c 
time  agents  and  10  per  cent  of  lo-operaton 
insured  with  their  own  insurance 
in  April,  1921,  there  are  now  1.161  lu“' 
time  agents  and  18  per  cent,  co-operat” 
insured  with  the  C.I.S.  But  there 
many  isolated  districts  still  uurepresem''- 
aud  a compilation  of  the  Baby  tyS15 ' 1 
as  suggested  by  Airs.  Craven,  would 
the  problem  of  co-operative  clularen, 
coming  insured  by  private  firms. 

Air.  Jones  is  confident  that  tlie  $<*»*“ 
Guild,  with  its  far-reaching  influence, 
more  efficiently  undertake  tins 
Register  than  co-operative  societies, . 
lie  would  like  to  see  the  question  or  1 , 
auee  discussed  at  their  conferences . 
■guild  meetings  during  the  coming 

AVe  shall  have  more  to  say  on  this  s 
later. 

“ WINNING  WOOLWICH  ” 

Yes,  Woolwich  Society  is  always 
winning  in  its  methJds  of  work.  :|nw  , 
no  stone  of  educational  activity  untu rtt- 

The  enterprising  educational  co™.  a 
have  held  some  splendid  classes  nil 
the  summer  at  ” Shornells,  of 

beautiful  Jubilee  Home  and  rendeg*, 
many  summer  schools.  Then  loctl  - ■ 
been  given  on  art,  .literature,  ^ 
psychology,  salesmanship,  soc 101  6.  • 
operation,  industrial  history,  an  j 
anto.  At  a recent  merry  reum  ^ 
students  recently  organised  at  ^ 
nells,”  selections  were  Bi',en , , °„n(j  y 
speare’s  plays  by  the  Brack  ley  8 
Cross  and  “ Shornells  ” elocutioi 
‘ The  Burglar  and  the  Girl  and 
for  the  ’Bus  ” were  performed 
Rushey  Green  elocution  class.  jjtyc 
was  given  in  the  evening  by  Air.  • • , 
son  (chairman  of  the  educat 
mifctee). 

—}U- 

Newspapers  and  Divorce  cases.  ^ ( 1 
E.  Goodyear  (Doncaster)  'f  " •* 

he  allowed  a line  to  support  Lite  P fPp 
Mother  ’*  for  the  suppression  olj8  ^’ 
of  the  filth  of  divorce  courts  m , 

I believe  nothing  has  a more  „ (J 

-effect  on  the  minds  of  young  8 
people. 


Boston  spa,  lOBKSnmj-TnB ; ™ 

CAFE.— PartiM  catered  l°r  '„p?jAij 
Tadcaster  and  DiMrict  Cooperative 
Bocton  Spo  branch,  Boston  Si*. 
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XHE  NEW  GENERATION. 


WARFARE  AGAINST 
ILUHEALTH. 


Wb  were  walking  in  fcke  Manchester 
a No-More-War  ” procession— tlxe  "wo” 
in  tins  case  being  Mrs.  E.  M.  Christie 
(organiser  to  tile  Co-operative  Party)  and 
tie  Editor  of  our  " Women’s  Pages  ” and 
..  Woman’s  Outlook.” 

\s  we  walked,  we  talkeil ; at  least,  as 
best  we  could,  for  at  times,  with  all  the 
distracting  influences  around,  it  must  be 
confessed  that  conversation  was  difficult. 
But  Mrs.  Christie  had  only  to  hint  that 
she  had  attended-  the  recent  international 
conference  of  the  X.eagiio  ot  the  Nefv 
Generation  held  m London  in  July  last, 
and  so  to  speak,  I was  " on  it.” 

“Yes.''  she  said,  " the,,  conference  was 
most  interesting  and  informing.  Most 
countries  were  represented,  and  a wonder- 
ful example  of  a woman  pioneer  was 
Baroness  Jshimoto  from  Japan,  who  told 
us  how  determined  some  of  their  women 
vceio  to  overcome  sex  inequalities  and  re- 
strictions, and  how  they,  have  started  a 
woman's  paper  on  the  lines  of  ‘ Woman’s 
Outlook.’  introducing  practical  lessons  on 
all  matters  concerning  woman’s  well-being, 
ind  in  this  paper  she  told  us  they  had 
introduced  Birth  Control  as  an  agent  of 
peace  and  economic  salvation.  Her  mes- 
sage to  the  conference  was  that  Japan  has 
a capitalistic  Government,  therefore  prices 
are  high,  and  consequently  there  is  much 
suffering  and  want  for-  the  great  mass  of 
the  people.  But  tlieir  hope  was  in  the 
women  in  their  education. 

“ Another  interesting  person  at  the  con- 
ference,'' said  Mrs.  Christie,  " was  Mrs. 
Margaret  Sanger,  with  whom  you  have  had 
interviews  in  ' Woman’s  Outlook,'  Amongst 
the  remarkable  tilings  she  told  us  was  the 
fact  that  despite  all  the  Government’s 
efforts  used  to  crush  the  Birth  Control 
movement  in  America  the  movement  grows 
rapidly,  women  being  its  chief  supporters. 
America,  she  told  us,  spends  four  thousand 
million  dollars  on  child  welfare  and  mater- 
nity work  every  year,  and  has  to  confess 
that  only  ten  per  cent,  of  the  women  who 
need  help  are  being  assisted. 

“ It  would  have  interested  you  to  note 
the  different  paths  by  which  the  speakers 
approached  the  subject  of  Birth  Control,” 
siid  Mrs.  Christie.  " For  instance,  Mr. 
H.  G.  Wells,  the  novelist,  confessed  he 
supported  it  as  a socialist.  Mrs.  Swan-wick, 
of  the  W omen's  International  League,  be- 
lieved that  the  cause  of  wars  was  the 
pressure  of  population,  and  slfe  longed  to 
w women  freed  from  economic  slavery  and 
fie  fear  of  war.” 

“The  result  of  the  conference?” 

“Well,”  said  Mrs.  Christie,  " it  was 
decided  that  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  new  age  the  old  Malbhus  League 
should  change  its  constitution  . and  widen 
its  sphere.  So  the  League  of  the  New 
Generation  was  born.” 


Mrs.  H.  Law,  129,  Victoria-street,  Don- 
caster. is  now  secretary  of  the  Doncaster 
branch  of  the  Guild. 


The  new  secretary  of  the  Cheshire  and 
North  Wales  District  is  now  Mrs.  Billingc, 
J.l  13a,  Barrymore-road,  Stanley,  Liver- 
pool. 


The  Leigh-on-Sea  (Essex)  Women’s  Guild 
bad  an  enjoyable  charabanc  outing  to  Maldon 
recently,  under  the  guidance  of  the  presi- 
(Mr*-  G.  Barnes).  The  members  in- 
eluded  Mrs.  H.  H.  Elvin,  wife  of  the  South- 
end  Co-operative  Council  candidate  and 
■larhanientory  candidate  for  Bath. 


RUSSIAN  WOMEN  AND  CO-OPERATION. 


THEIR  POSITION,  ROLE,  AND  PLAN  OF  WORK. 


Our  Women’s  International  Committee  have  requested  that  all  unions  affi- 
liated with  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  which  are  not  already 
assisting  the  co-operative  women’s  organisations,  should  discuss  the  question  at 
their  next  annual  Congress,  and  in  response  to  this  a paper  was  read  at  the 
annual  All-Russian  Co-operative  Congress  held  in  Moscow  from  July  1st  to  8th 
last  by  a woman  delegate  (Makarov),  from  which  the  following  brief  summary 
is  made. 


"The  question  of  the  organisation  of  u 
Women's  Co-operative  Guild  in  Russia 
must  be  approached  from  the  point  of  view 
off  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  country.” 
Thim  wrote  a woman  delegate  in  the  course 
of  a paper  she  submitted  to  the  All-Russian 
Congress  held  in  Moscow,  July  1st  to  8th. 

In  Soviet  Russia,  she  said,  women  enjoy 
equal  rights  with  men,  therefore  have  no 
need  to  form  a purely  women’s  co-operative 
organisation.  In  Western  Europe  women 
have  not  the  same  rights  as  men,  and  this 
inequality  is  responsi- 


ble for  the  formation 
of  women's  guilds. 

The  Women’s  Co- 
operative Guild  in 
England,  she  con 
tinned,  is  a democra- 
tic organisation,  and 
has  done  valuable 
w ork  in  organising 
women  * co-operators, 
improving  the  status 
of  women,  and  fight- 
ing for  tile  uplifting 
of  the  working-class 
generally. 

If  the  mass  of  Rus- 
sian women,  despite 
the  fact  they  enjoy, 
equal  rights  w i t ii 
men,  do  not  take 
their  full  share  in 


organisations,  as  well  as  to  the  co-opera- 
tive conferences  and  congresses ; to  induce 
women  to  become  members  of  administra- 
tive bodies  of  co-operative  organisations 
(boards,  revising  committees,  etc.) ; to  send 
working  and  peasant  women  to  co-opera- 
tive classes  for  the  purpose  of  studying 
special  subjects  or  being  trained  as  co- 
operative teachers,  so  that  they  may 
become  experienced  and  valuable  co-opera- 
tive workers ; to  induce  women  to  partici- 
pate in  and  direct  the  carrying  out  of 
measures  intended  to 


LONG  MAY  IT  FLOURISH 


“ / have  had  splendid  results,  from 
the  advertisements  in  your  champion 
‘Woman’s  Outlook.’ 
Long  may  it  flourish writes  Mrs. 
Chew  (Blackpool). 


The  September  issue— Now  Out— his  an  article  o 
“RATES,"  a subject  which  will  loom  largely  in  th 
coming  Municipal  Elections. 


the  movement  it  is 
because  they  have  lacked  opportunities  in 
the  past.  Women  in  Russia  are  only  be- 
ginning to  learn,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  men 
to  help,  them  in  this  direction : to  raise 
their  intellectual  standard,  to  make  them 
co-operatively  conscious.  Men  should  not 
forget  that  the  majority  of  members  of  the 
" co-operatives  ” are  women  who  are, 
perhaps,  even  more  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  co-operation  than  the  men.  Our 
aim,  therefore,  must  be  to  attract  women 
into  the  co-operative  movement,  not  so 
much  as  women,  but  as  co-operators;  to 
educate  and  train,  them  so  that  they  can 
take  their  place  in  the  movement  equally 
with  men. 

To  achieve  this  object  a series  of  confer- 
ences has  been  arranged  in  Russia  in  which 
representatives  of  provincial  branches  of 
the  women’s  section  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee of  the  Russian  Communist  Party 
took  part.  And  arising  out  of  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  at  these  conferences  a defi- 
nite scheme  of  work  for  the  organisation  of 
women  co-operators  was  drawn  up.  This 
was  outlined  in  the  paper,  and  the  Con- 
gress passed  in  consequence  the  following 
resolution : — 

"This  Congress  recognises  that  it  is 
necessary  to  make  efforts  to  induce  women 
of  the  working  and  peasant  classes  to  take 
part  in  the  election  of  representatives  to 
the  administrative  bodies  of  co-operative 


bring  about  their 
domestic  emancipa- 
tion (organisation  of 
dining-rooms,  laun- 
dries, bakeries, 
creches,  <Jcc.)  ; to  pre- 
pare papers  on  the 
basic  questions  of  co- 
operation and  tasks 
of  consumers’  co- 
operation for  discus- 
sion at  delegate  and 
general  meetings  of 
working  and  peasant 
women;  to  organise 
a joint  campaign  with 
provincial  womeu  ’ s 
sections  for  the  pur- 
p o s e of  inducing 
peasant  women  to 


organise  the  collection  of  medicinal  herbs, 
berries,  mushrooms,'  wool,  and  other  raw 
materials. 

In  order  to  carry  out  qll  the  above 
measures,  campaigns,  &c.,  as  well  as  main- 
tain a permanent  connection  with  pro- 
vincial women’s  sections  ffor  the  purpose  of 
inducing  working  and  peasant  women  to 
tako  part  in  co-operative  work,  a special 
responsible  worker  to  be  appointed  by  co- 
operative organisations  to  organise  women 
for  such  co-operative  work.  And.  in  order 
to  influence  similar  work  of  co-operative 
women  abroad,  representatives  of  Russian 
co-operation  to  take  part  ,in  the  con- 
gresses and  conferences  of  women  co- 
operators  of  other  countries,  and  women 
eo-operators  from  those  countries  to  be 
invited  to  attend  Russian  co-operative  con- 
gresses and  conferences. 


The  new  secretary  of  the  Cluckenley 
Heuth  (Dewsbury)  Guild  is  Mrs.  ltuddles- 
den,  552,  Dewsbury-rond,  Ossett. 


Mrs.  G.  Jones,  the  oldest  member  of  the 
Bedford  Guild,  was  recently  presented  by 
the  members  with  a handsome  birthday 
cake  suitably  inscribed  for  the  happy 
event.  Mrs.  Jones  joined  the  Bedford 
Guild  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  is  still  a- 
regular  attender  at  the  weekly  meetings. 


Recently,  the  Wolverhampton  Guild* 
members  celebrated  their  thirtieth  anniver- 
sary iu  a joyful  and  spirited  inan.ivr.  Mrs. 
Dalo  (the  president)  presided.  The 
Mayoress,  Mr.  Walkden  (prospective  candi- 
date for  the  West  Division),  old  Guild  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Fulhveod  (president  of  the 
society),  and  many  others  were  present.  The 
Mayoress  invited  the  Guilds  women  to 
arrange  them  summer  outing  to  her  country 


house  to  have  tea  with  her.  The  President 
presented  her  with  a copy  of  " Maternity  ” 
and  a packet  containing  £9,  the  proceeds  of 
a whist  drive  the  guild  had  recently  organ- 
ised for  her  peer  children\s  fund.  Ml. 
Walkden  and  Mr.  Fullwood  spoke  in  high 
terms  of  the  past  work  done  for  the  society 
by  the  guild.  Mrs.  Davis  (an  old  president) 
contributed  a brief  history  compiled  by 
herself. 


MARRIED  WOMEN  AND 
PAID  POSITIONS, 


PLENTY  OF  VOLUNTARY  WORK 
NEEDS  DOING. 


A CORRESPONDENTS  VIEWS. 


Dear  Madam, — I was  very  interested  in 
the  discussions  which  took  place  at  two 
Guild  Conferences,  held  at  Barrowlurd  and 
Ashton-in-Makerfield,  upou  the  question  of 
‘ Married  Women  in  Industry.”  At  the 
present  time,  and  with  so  much  unemploy- 
ment, you  cannot  expect  women,  wives  of 
unemployed  men,  to  consider  this  question 
from  a sane  point  of  view.  And  though  it.  be 
right  for  a woman  with  ability  to  do  work 
outside  the  home,  yet  I think  preference 
should  be  given  to  single  unemployed  women, 
especially  when  the  married  woman  Iris  a 
husband  earning  a decent  wage.  Take  the 
married  woman  teacher  with  a husband,  who 
i;:  also  a teacher,  and  they  have  children, 
there  is  no  alternative  but  for  them  to 
employ  a maid  to  make  good  the  mother’ g. 
absence.  Yet  we  have  fought  the  Guardians 
to  give  the  widowed  mother  enough  money 
to  enable  her  to  stay  at  home  with  her 
children  on  the  plea  that  no  one  cares  for 
tile  children  like  their  mother. 

It  is  a pity  that  women  do  not  find  out 
tlieir  real  vocation  before  they  marry  and 
decide  to  do  one  tliiug  or  the  other  really 
well.  We  all  get  tired  of  domesticity,  but 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  us  doing  away 
with  a lot  cf  household  drudgery  by  labour- 
saving  methods  and  coming  out  and  doing  a 
little  voluntary  work  each  according  to  her 
abilities,  to  try  and  bring  about  those 
reforms  which  some  of  us  are  longing  for. 

Whether  we  be  in  tile  co-operative  or 
Labour  movements  tnere  is-  plenty  of  work 
requires  doing  without  waitings  for  a paid 
job,  and  this  is  the  sort  of  work  that  mar- 
ried women  ought  to  know  how  to  do  better 
than  anyone  else.  It  is  a pity  that  a state- 
ment should  have  been  made  at  one  cf  the 
conferences  that  married  women  were 
steadier  and  turned  cut  more  efficient  work 
than  their  single  sisters.  This  is  only 
natural  after  a married  woman’s  experience 
in  l>?r  home,  but  not  h suitable  reason  for 
employing  her  over  a single  woman’s  head. 
We  must  all  live  and  learn.  .Some  married 
women  with  husbands  earning  prefer-  to  go 
out  and  keep  tlieir  girls  at  home  to  do  the 
work,  but  whether  this  is  a right  state  of 
affairs  I can’t  decide. 

I agree  that  we  do  want  endowmeut  of 
motherhood  and  also  educational  grants  for 
promising  children.  Women  striving  after 
well-paid  jobs  irrespective . of  having  hus- 
bands earning  in  such  days  ns  these  aie  out 
for  materialistic  gains  and  not  for  principle. 
We  are  most  of  us  su/Fering  from  lower  wages 
or  none  at  all.  and  the  time  is  not  oppor- 
tune to  fight  the  question  of- married  women 
iu  industry. 

Don’t  forget  our  motto  is  “ Each  fop  all, 
and  all  for  each.” — Yours  faithfully, 

Whitehall,  Bristol.  H.  Higgins. 


It  is  not  often  that  so  much  space  is 
given  to  a eulogy  of  the  Men’s  and  Women’s 
Guilds’  work  as  appears  in  th  its  month’s 
" Comradeship.”  the  organ  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society.  The  article  is  most  com- 
mendable despite  its  laudatory  tone.  The 
writer  describes  the  members  of  the 
society’s  guilds  as  ".a  body  of  propagandists 
of  incalculable  value  to  the  people  of 
South  London.”  Their  activities,  the  writer 
maintains,  contribute  in  no  small  degree 
to  the  social  uplifting  of  the  society’s 
members,  and  urges  readers  to  peruse  the 
forty  guild  reports,  which  appear  in 
another  part  of  the  paper. 


P 


C.W.  s. 

Soaps 

are 

obtainable 

at 

Co-operative 

Stores 

only. 


p&a  are 


in  using  the  toilet  soaps 
made  foryou  in  your  own 
works  and  distributed  by 
your  store.  Made  from 
the  purest  materials  ob- 
tainable, these  soaps  will 
not  injure  the  skin  in  any 
way.  They  are  most 
deliciously  scented  and 
pleasant  to  use. 


JTender 


and  for  young  children  there  are  no 
finer  or  better  qualities  made  than 


C.W.S  Cold  Cream  a„d 
Medicated  Skin  Soaps 


L 


U Comforfabfe  dffcu/e 


The  first  essential  is  a good  soap 
with  a nice  creamy,  lasting  lather. 
This  is  assured  if  you  use 


C.W.S 

Shaving  Soap 


J 


Only 
C.W.S. 
Soaps 
should 
be  sold 
at 

Co-operative 

Stores. 
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CALENDAR. 


AUGUST. 

North-Western  Section.— Macclesfield,  Crewe, 
and  District  Conference  in  Hie  Council 
Cluunbcr,  Town  Hall,  Market-streot,  Loek, 
under  .the  auspices  of  the  Leek  and  Moor- 
lands Society,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  lor  dis- 
cussion : " 'flic  Financial  Position  of  the  Co- 
operative Movement  in  Relation  to  New 
Forins  of  Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade";  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  G.  Riddle, 
(secretary  of  the  Carlisle  Society,  and 
member  of  the  Cent  ml  Board). 

North-Western  Section.— Cheshire  and  North 
Wnle<  District  Conference,  under  tlio  joint 
auspices  of  the  Buckley  and  Ewloe  Place 
Societies,  in  the  Buckley  Free  Library,  nt 
3-15  prompt.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Is 
Co-operation  Fulfilling  its  Mission  I"  -Paper 
by  Mr.  ,1.  11.  Beilis  (secretary,  Ewloe  Place 
Co-operative  Society). 

North-Western  Section.— East  Yorkshire  Dis- 
trict Conference  in  the  Memorial  Halt  on 
the  Central  Premises  of  the  Pickering  Society, 
at  3 p.m,  Sfieakcr,  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co- 
operative Union  Publications  Department). 
Subject : " Co-operative  Faith  and  Practice.’' 

Nortb-Westorn  Section*— Huddersfield  District 
Conference  in  the'  Wesleyan  Schoolroom 
(adjoining  the  Stores),  Wooldale,  near  Hud- 
dersfield, at  3-10  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : "The  Financial  Pos  tidli  of  ilie  Co- 
o)>ornUve  Movement  in  Relation  to  New 
Forms  of  “ Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade.”  Reader  of  Mr.  -George  Riddle’s  Con- 
gress Paper,  Mr.  W.  Tcale  (Executive). 

Northern  Section. — South  Durham  and  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  District  Conference  in 
tli*  Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  High-street; 
Murskc-by-the-Sen,  nt  2 p.m.  Paper  by  Mr. 
G.  A.  M’Eweii  (secretary,  Stockton  Society). 
Subject : " Oo-opjrntive  Finance,  Present 

and  Future." 

SEPTEMBER. 

Educational  Secretaries’  Association  (Midland 
Section).— Conference  in  (be  Board-room, 
Co-oj>erative  Society,  Upper  Parliament- 
street,  Nottingham,  nl  2-45  p.m.  Address 
by  Professor  F.  Half,  M.  A.  (Adviser  of 
Studies  jo  the  Co-operative  Union). 

Co-operative  Parly  (Rudwhne  Divisional 
Committee). — Conference  of  societies,  edu- 
cation committees,  branches  of  the  Men’s 
and  Women’s  Guilds,  and  Trade  Union 
brandies  in  the  North-Western  Section,  irt 
the  . Co-operative—  Hall,  North-road;  Long- 
sight.  at  2 p.m.  An  address  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Merer  (Parlinmentaiy  Condidato  for  the 
Mots  Side  Division  of  Manchester),  on  “ Co- 
operative Aim  in  Politics."  Chairman,  Ms 
A.  E.  Wood,  K.C.  (Parliamentary  Candidate 
for  the  Rusholmc  Division  ot  Manchester). 

Midland  Section.— Stafford  District  Conference 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  0 wen-street, 

Tipton,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discuss!'  n : 
” The  Financial  Position  of  the  Co-operative 
Movement  in  Relation  to  New  Forms  ot 
Administration  in  Hie  Retail  Trade.” 
Reader  of  Mr.  George  Riddle’s  Congress 
Pnpev,  Air.  C.  II.  Clifton  (diairman  of 
Tipton  Society). 

North-Western  Section.— Airedale  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Cragg  Baptist  Sclioolroom, 
Rawdon,  at  3-30  pan.  Sutiject  for  con- 
sideration : ” A Statistical  Survey  of 

1914-1921”;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  H. 


Wbulley  (exe. 


ininittee): 


North-Western  Section  (No.  4 Group).— Confer- 
ence in  the  ojx-n  air,  nt  Boynton,  Cheshire, 
3 p.m.  (If  wet,  in  the  United  Methodist 
Chapel.)  Subject  for  discussion  ; ” Co- 

operative Social  Institutes.”  Speaker,  Coun- 
cillor A.  Park. 

u.  Women’s  Guild. — Surrey  District  Conference, 
in  the  Grounds  of  Reigate  Priory,  at  2-45 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  ; ” Married 

Women  in  Paid  Positions.”  Speaker,,  Mrs. 
Tucker  (Sectional  Council  member). 

Northern  Sootion.— Cumberland  .and  Westmor- 
land District  Conference,  in  the  Christ 
Church  Parish  Rooms,  Penrith,  ot  2 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion : Mr.  G.  Riddle's 

Congress  papor. 

/.  Women's  Guild.— Lincoln  District  Uwiferorice, 
in  the  .Cculr.il  ’ Premises  of  the  Lincoln 
Society,  nt  2-30  p.m.  Speaker,  Mrs.  Uns- 
worlh  (sectional  secretary). 

North-Western  Educational  Association. — 
Conference  in  the  Lesser  Cooperative  Hall, 
Cliurch-street,  Lancaster,  at  3 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : ” The  Cu-opcraljvc 

Press.”  Paper  by  Mr.  W.  Gregory.  • 

, Southern  Section. — Hants  District  Conference, 

at  tins  Morris  Hall,  Commercial-read, 
Southampton,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : "The  Financial  position  of  the  Co- 
operative  Movement  in  Relation  to  New 
Forms  of  Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade.”  Reader  of  Mr.  Riddle’s  Congress 
Pajier,  Mr.  R. 'Hihberd  (secretary,  Southern 
-Sectional  Board). 

, Educational  Secretaries’  Association  (Midland 

Section). — Conference  in  the  Educational 
Room,  Chapel-street,  Rugby,  at  3 p.m. 
Address  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co-operative 
Union). 

, Women’s  Guild.— South  Yorkshire  District 

Conference,  in  the  Wesleyan  School,  Totliull 
Green,  Bcigliton,  near  Steliield,  nt  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  <lisoii-csion  :.  " Ourselves  and  the 
C.W-.S."  Speaker,  Mrs.  M.  , E.  Cottrell 
(CWV.S.  director). 

Shcerness  Society's  Educational  Department. — 
Week-en<l  School  at  Slice  rjic*.  I /.‘cl  uri-r, 

Professor  F.  Hull,  M.A.  1 Subject  : " Co- 

ojiorntion  at  Home  and  Abroad.” 


A NEW  CO-OPERATIVE 
DIRECTORY. 


A new  edition  of  the  Oo-opcnitive  Direc- 
tory— the  first  since  1916 — is  now  belu" 
issued  by  the  Co-operative  Union  Ltd.,  at 
the  special  price  of  5s.  per  copy  for  those  who 
place  their  order's  before  September  2nd. 
-After  that  date  the  lull  price  of  10s.  6d.  a 
copy  will  he  din r god. 

The  new  edition  is  in  a much  handier  form 
for  reference  purposes . although  alj  the 
essential  details  concerning  societies  in  Hie 
United  Kingdom  are  given,  such  as  member- 
ship, nearest  station  and  railway  line.  husL 
nesses  carried  on,  half-holiday,  Ac.  The 
names  and  addresses  of  sectional  and  district 
secretaries  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  the 
Women’s  Guild,  and  the  Men’s  Guild,  and 
tile  names  and  addresses  of  the  organisers 
and  local  secretaries  of  the  Co-operative 
Party  are  also  given.  Generally  the  volume 
forms  a very  compact  and  useful  book  of 
reference  for  every  oo-operntive  organisation. 


" Onoe  again  I have  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  ns  this 
month’s  ‘ Millgnte.’  ” — A literary  and 

educational  authority. 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
ALLIED  WORKERS:Thc  N.U.D.A.W. 

.“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  “ Reedob'.  "TndiUn'on 
Tarer.  PuS'islisd  (ortnish  lly 
(on  foturdsys).  Pri;s  2i 
fro.n  bron.h  secre'aries,  of  3d. 
roil  Tree  bom  Ceitrd  Office— 
" Oakley,”  Wilmslow  Road, 
fallowficld,  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BOOTS  AND  SHOES.— MANAGER  and  BUYER  Re- 
quired for  London  Co-operative  Society.— Appli- 
cations, to  state  ogc,  experience,  references,  salary 
required,  envelopes  to  be  marked  " B.'und  S.,"  and 
addressed  54,  Maryland-strcet,  Stratford,  E.15. 


BOOT  TRADE.— Wanted,  BRANCH  MANAGER; 

must  be  keen  salesman,  good  stockkeeper,  end 
expert  window-dresser;  good  position- for  smart,  up- 
todutc  man.— Apply,  stating  age,  wage,  and  experi- 
ence. to  Box  33.  “ Co-oporative  Nows,”.  Manchester. 


DRAPERY.— Wanted,  smart  and  up-to-dutc  MAN; 

good  window-dresser  and  thoroughly  experienced 
in  all  departments;  able  to  take  charge  during  ab- 
sence of  drapery  manager;  union  rate  of  wages. — 
Applications,  stating  age  and  experience,  with  copies 
of  testimonials, -to  he  addressed  to  the  General  Secre- 
tary, Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  13-,  East-st.,  Swindon. 

HAYWARDS  HEATH  SOCIETY,  SUSSEX.— Re- 
quirod,  MANAGER  for  Drnpc-ry  and  Hoots  De- 
partments; preference  may  he  given  to  man  willing 
to  take  oversight  of  hardware  department.— References, 
age,  and  salary  required  to  Secretary. 


MILLINER.— Tiioroughly  experienced  LADY  Re- 
quired to  take  full  charge  of  extensive  depart- 
ment; practical  knowledge  essential. — Apply  by  letter, 
endorsed  "Milliner,”  St.  Cuthbert’s  Co-operative  Asso- 
ciation Ltd.,  92,  Fountainbridgc,  Edinburgh. 


MTDDLESTOWN  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCICTY  LTD . 

r rar  Wakefield.— Wanted,  smart  MAN  (married) 
as  MANAGER  and  BUYER  for  the  Draper)’  and  Boot 
Department ; must  have  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
business  and  have  experience  in  taking  ladies’  and 
gents’  measures;  N.ll.C.O.  wages  paid;  sales  year  end- 
ing June,  £8,500.— Applications,  stating  age,  experience, 
and  giving  names  of  two  references,  to  reach  the 
Society’s  Office  not  later  than  first  post,  Monday, 
August  28th,  endorsed  ” Applicant." 

STBRESTWICH  COOPERATIVE  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
1 SOCIETY  LIMITED-EDUCATIONAL.  DEPART- 
MENT.—TEACHERS  Wanted  for  Junior  Co-operators’ 
Classes;  classes  held  weekly;  1-j  to  2 hours’  duration.— 
Applications  to  he  sent  to  the  Educational  Secretary, 
flie  ( ..-operative  Society,  War  wick -street,  Prestwich,  by 
September  4th. 


SECRETARY  Required;  fully  qualified  man;  holdiug 
certificates  for  Bookkeeping  (final  stage),  having 
a knowledge  of  " Climax  " check  system,  and  able  to 
keep  departmental  and  leakage  accounts. — Applicants 
to  state  age,  experience.  and  wages  required,  and  to 
onclo-e  copies  of  recent  testimonials,  Co-operative 
Society,  Llandudno  Junction. 


THE  Committee  of  the  Taunton  Co-operative  Society 
Limited  wish  to  thank  all  applicants  for  the. 
position  of  BOOT'  MANAGER,  and  beg  to  state  that 
an  uppoiiili 


, bos  been  made. 


THE  Haworth  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  desires 
to  thank  ull  applicants  for  position  of  TEM- 
PORARY CLERK,  and  to  say  the  appointment  lias  now 
been  mode. 


\X7\lNTED,  thoroughly  experienced  BUTCHERY 
W SALESMAN,  to  manege  Butcher)'  Store;  must 
als»>  be  capable  slaughterman ; trade  union  wages 
paid.— Apply,  stating  age  and  giving  two  references,, 
to  the  Secretary,  Wigan  and  District  Equitable  Co- 
operativo  Society  Ltd.,  Stnndiriignte,  Wigan,  not  later 
than  0 p.m.,  Tuesday,  August  29ili. 

XXTANTED,  smart  MAN  to  take  charge  of  Drapery, 
TV  Outfitting,  and  Boot  Departments,  under, 
general  manager;  must  have  a good,  nil-round  ex- 
perience and  must  be  a good  buyer  and  disciplinarian ; 
none  but  smart,  up-to-date  men  need  apply. — Applica- 
tions, stating  nge,  wage*,  and  full  particulars  to 
General  Manager,  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Bletchley, 
Bucks. 


X XT  ANTED,  a first-class  SMALL  GOODS  MAKER.— 
V Y Apply  by  letter,  stating  age  and  experience, 
not  Inter  than  Saturday-,  September  9th,  addressed  to 
Butchery  Sub-Committee,  tVwipcmtivc  Society  Ltd., 
Frankfoi't-street,  Plymouth,  endorsed  ” Small  Goods. 


WANTED,  first-class  WORKING  FOREMAN,  (o  take 
charge  of  baker)’  -department;  must  he  good 
bread,  baker  and  especially  well  up  in  «mnlls.—  State 
ago,  wage,  and  experience,  Co-operative  Society, 
Resolvi 


XXTANTED,  for  the  Coalville  Society,  MILLINERY 
W MANAGERESS;  mambership  9,000;  millinery 
sales  £3,020  per-aniuun.— Apply  by  letter,  stating  age, 
experience,  qualifications,  and  enclosing  two  testi- 
monials (copies),  Co-operative  Society,  Coalville,  near 


BUIftllS.—  Apply  uy  ICUOl,  giving  ion  1 ..-0.0 

as  to  wages,  experience,  age,  Ac.,  by  first  post,  Mon- 
day. August  28lti,  to  Co-openUive  .Society,  1/ viand. 


[T ANTED.  FOREMAN  BAKER;  must  be  well  up  ... 
“ suialls.— Apply  by  letter,  giving  full  [.articular! 
. mn  a...  l»v  llrsl  Host.  Moll. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

ADVERTISER  (28)  seeks  position  as  Boot  Department 
MANAGER  with  progressive  society  in  or  near 
London,  or  large  town  in  Berkshire,  Bucks.,  Herts., 
Wiltshire.  Keen  salesman,  good  stock-keeper,  expert 
window-dresser;  can  do  own  buying;  over  14  years 
experience,  including  previous  co-operative  experience; 
unimpeachable  references.  Present  employment,  man- 
ager multiple  firm,  but  desires  change.  'Hus  is  an 
cllort  to  get  employed  where  initiative  and  efficiency 
are  not  retarded'  but  encouraged.— Box  31,  " Co-opera- 
tive News,"  Manchester. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen, CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Tgiinru,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgaiuated 
Union,  Shop  . Assistants,  , Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilke.  liciiso,  Malet-stfeet,  London,  W.C.l. 

PIKERS.— Societies  in  any.. part  of  England  or 
« Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers.,  of  any  grade 
ore  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Baxpield,  General  Secre- 
tary, Alnnlgainated- Union  of  Operative  Balters  and  Con- 


, 67,  Sydney-street,  Loudon,  S.W. 


RI.VKR-MECHANTC  seeks  Situ:  ... 

highest  refs. — Harris,  33,”  Cliuroli-rd.,  Worcester. 

ItXPF.RY  MA N ACER  aid: BUYER  socks  ENGAGE- 
MENT  In  country  town!  with  progressive  sicicty ; 


-uceuNtenied  to  bir 


y all  flcpartiue.uj.s,  .ijodudieg  furnis 
lass,  fc-otwear.'ahd  ouffillrng ; advi 


User  is  a keen,  active  man,  window-dross*  r,  disci- 
plinarian!, and  used  to  brisk  trade. — Particulars  (con- 
fidential), Keeley,  14,  Riiby -street,  Llaiielly,  S.  Wales. 

SITUATION  Wanted  aa~IJANAGER~  BUYER,  or 
SALESMAN.  Furnishing  Deportment;  25  years’ 
practical  experience  furniture.'  'linos,  carpels,  luvrd- 
ivare.  and  china:  highest  references;  g.iotl  window- 
hard  worker;  married;  distance 
, 22,  Sunny  Bank,  Tibsbelf, 


APARTMENTS. 


DOUGLAS. — " Claremont,”  Loch  Promenade ; Prl. 

Hotel  and  Boarding  Estate ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Ainutcinerits;  tel.  " Claremont,”  Douglas. — TaxiR  from 
C.  N.  Chadwick,  Proprietor. 


DOUGLAS,  I.O.M.—  Miss  B.  Caixistbr,  " Endcliflc," 
26,  Bucks-road,  for  Comfortable  Apartments; 
book  early;  cable  cars  put  you  down  at  tho  door; 
established  over  forty  years. 


D 


OUGLAS,  I.O.M. — Mrs.  Horne,  late  of  Flixton  and 
Irlam;  7 minutes  from  boat;  most  central;  home 
home;  terms  moderate. — ” Seaclifl,”  6,  Ohuroli-rd. 


DOUGLAS,  I.O.M.— Mis.  Taylor  is  now  booking 
dates;  homo  comforts;  prettiest' part  of  Douglas.— 
.6,  Queen’s-avenue. 


Douglas.—”  avondale  ■■  private  hotel-, 

Central  Prom;  facing  sea;  excellent  cooking; 
comfort ; reasonable. — J.  Beard. 


EDINBURGH.— Accommodation  for  VISITORS; 

” Villa  Morningsidc  " ; highly  recommended.— 
Write  “ Craiglea,"  c/o  Aitcheson,  390,  Morningside-rd. 


R 


HYL.— Comfortable  APARTMENTS;  piano,  bath; 
terms  mod.— Mrs.  W.  IIouGll,  " Ashlyn,"  45, 
m-road,  Rhyl. 


SCARBOROUGH— NORTH  CLIFF.— Tindall’s  Board- 
ing House,  3,  . Blenheim-terrace.  Uninterrupted 
sea  view.  Liberal  cuisine. 


TIDESWELL.  NEAR  MILLERS  DALE. 

\ VISITORS  to  Tideswell  and. Millers  Dale  in  parties 
of  20  or  100  should  apply  to  the  Tideswell  and 
District  Cooperative'" Society,  Commercial-road,  Tides- 
well, for  COLD  LUNCHES  and  TEAS.— For  terms, 
apply  to  the  Manager. 


WANTED.— All  Co-operative  Visitors  to  tho  popu- 
lar Seaside  Resort  of  CLEETIIORPES  ore  in- 
vited to  dine  at  tho  Grimsby  Society’s  Co-operativo 
Cafe,  14,  Higli-strcet,  Cleethorpes.  Quality;  Service; 
and  Prices  to  suit  all.  Large  or  small  parties  catered 
for.  Close  to  station,  pier,  sands,  and  amusements. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


CO-OPERATORS,  SUPPORT  CO-OPERATORS.— 
"CYMRIC"  CONCERT  PARTY:  first-class 

artistes;  all  eo-operators ; open  for  engagements, 
season  1922-23;  special  terms  to  movement. — Full  por- 
ticulars  from  Secretary,  68,  Duke-strect,  Old  Traflord, 
Manchester. 


MARGARET  MURCH, 


IN  WHOLE-EVENING  HUMOROUS  and  DRAMATIC 
HIGH-CLASS  RECITALS.  Singing  and  Pianoforte 
Interludes  hv  Marian  Murcii.  Now  booking  autumn 
and  winter  engagements.  Wanted  week,  October  23rd, 
Lancashire  oral  Yorkshire  district— Higher  Brooks- 
lane,  Street,  Somerset. 


THE  PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION.  . 

MR.  WILL  CARTER’S  “ MERIUE  MIMICS."  Eight 
First-Class  Artistes;  now  booking  winter  dates; 
entirely  new  programme. 

Big  success  Inst ‘Saturday  at  Crigglestone;  gala  com- 
mittee highly  delighted;  I(e:booked  Beswiok  Co-op. 
Third  year  in  succession;  double  booking;  absolute 
proof  of  satisfaction"  tieen' giveh;' many  tluuiks.— Sample 
programme,  terms  (distance  no  object);  15,  Warwiok- 
street,  llulnie,  Mancliester.  ’Phono : 1163  Central. 

ALWAYS  READY. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY  (Lioensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  It.  Hibdkhu,  66,  Great  I'rescott-street,  London,  E.l. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ANGLERS’  SECRETS.— Catch  fish  in  ahundnnee;  in- 
structions, baits,  &C.,  valuable  fishing  book, 
2s.  6d.  ixcst  free.—"  Expert,”  59,  Morecaiiibe-street, 
London,  S.E.17. 


COOPERATIVE  MEMORIAL  BUILDING,  71,  KING- 
STREET,  TRADESTON,  GLASGOW. 

TO  LET.  HALLS  and  ROOMS  for  Co-operativo 
Meetings,  &e. — Terms  on  application  to  Secretary, 
Scottish  Section  " Otllce,  71,  King-street,  ITadeston, 
Glasgow. 

CO-OPERATIVE  BOOKKEEPING. — CORRESPOND- 

ENCE CLASSES,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Stages;  Expert  Tuition;  enrol  now  and  ensure  success 
at  examinations;  send  stamp  for  prospectus. — G. 
WILLIAMSON,  A.L.A.A.,  Certified  Aoconntant,  12,  North 
Saint  Andrew-street,  Edinburgh. 


CO-OPERATIVE  BOOKKEEPING,  &c.;  all  stages;  ex- 
pert personal  tuition  'by  correspondence;  80  per 
cent,  successes  in  last,  exams.;  terms  free  on  applica- 
tion.—Box  34,  " Co-operative  News,"  Mancliester. 


D 


CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize.  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
6pcciul  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 


FOR  SALE,  " Halford  " covered  LURRY,  to  carry 
3 to  5 tons;  in  good  condition. — Apply,  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Ltd.*  Trowbridge,  Wilts. 

Four-ton  - -Ley land  ••  motorTajrry  7.TTsaleT 

in  gowl- running  order;  view  by  oppohitincnt. — 
Secretary,  Co-operative/  Society,  Stocks  bridge. 


GAS 


FOR  SALE,  two  ” Wrights  ” TAILORS’ 
STOVES  and  IRONS;  nearly  new;  carry  6 
1011).  each  (29  by  10);  suitable  for  sub-divisional  work- 
shops.—What  offers  to  Peterborough  Oo-operativo 
Society  Lid.,  Park-road.  Potoi^o rough Y 


I71REE.— POCKE'l'  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
1 address;  also  particulars- of  inoncy-inaking  spare 
lime  agency.— E.  RlClIPORD,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 


HOW  TO  CUT  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FIGURES  for 
making  attractive  window  displays;  patterns 
and  method,  2s.  complete.— Prhfio  Co.  (Dept.  B.),  27, 
Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 


MELTON  MOWBRAY  PORK  PIES.-We  are  now 
booking  Orders  for  regular  supplies  during  the 
coming  season.— Prices,  &c.,  on  application  to  the  Co- 
operative Society,  Melton  Mowbray. 

HREE  Gtedli ills’  CO-OPERATIVE  TOTAL  ADDING 
CHECK  GIVING  REGISTERS  for  SALE;  iu  per- 
fect working  order;  surplus  stock.— Write  Secretary, 
Co-operative  Society,  Briton  Ferry,  Glam. 


w 


TANTED.  on  loan,  two  or  ihroc  FANCY  DRESS 
•'  COSTUMES;  representing  C.W.S.  productions. 
Russet,”  " Filling  the  Nation'-  rr'~~ 


1V*  theJ  assistance  of  societ 

this  matter  will  be ‘ esteemed.— Apply,  the  Secretary, 


hire  if  nekv-ssaTy ; 


St.  Austell  C'o-opcrut. 


WORKING  A 44-.HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY.” 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE.  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  In  Leeds  to  DINE 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society’s 
Restaurant. 

Quality  Is  Right.  Prices  are  Right. 

Note  the  Address:  ALBION  STREET. 


Strength  and 
enjoyment  in 
Turog  bread 

Strength  because  it  contains  the  nM. 
of  the  wheat  save  the  coarse  br.in  whid, 
causes  indigestion.  Enjoyment  becauie 
its  exclusive  method  of  prenar-.^ 
give*  it  a delightful  hill  wheat  fiavcS 
unknown  in  other  brown  breads. 


unknown 

il ry  white  rlnu, 


/ iu.  vine  l uii mi  uui;s.  any  a oaf;  to  da, 

THB  TUROG  BR^WIFLOUR CO. LTD. 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  fiat 


M 


EACH  F0H  AIL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-knowa 
CO-OPER.VriVK 
BRAND 


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A.  OUA.RA.STKS 
OP  QUALITf 
and- 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


“ I & U ’’  WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 

THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 

are  giving  evory  satisfaction.  This  Pr,0^ 
by  the  Incfcaml  Repeat  Orders  ths. at 
coming  in.  It  you  have  not  got  a Law 
, logue,  please  write  for  oue. 

Manufacturers  and  fnrnlshors  of  Appli- 
ances for  " Excelda"  Check  Systc  . 
that  has  proved  successful  at  Barnsuy- 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT 

EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES  NOTE- 

M.  BARITZ, 

Operatic  and  Musical  Gramophont 
Lectures ; 

No  speaker  or  comer,  party  needed:  the  •>■«*»  *>' 
last  season.  All  Records  10  Enjmb. 

Term.,  <Sc..  C.IF.S.  CONCERT  DEPT..  \hxk*+  . 


BEST 


Unless  the  L.D.W.  ore  y'"’  ***■ 

jSL  C0-0PEBATIVE  SERVICE. 

(Best  in  the  Country) 


LEICESTER  DYE  WORK®;n 

Tel.  I960.  Cardigan  St.,  LElCES , 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 

ENERGY! 


HoYIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


STOCKPORT  SMflLLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  “LARIAT''  Boot  and  Shoe 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 

Registered  Oilicn  17,  Middle  Him. eat 2,  Stowi'Ort 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE  . 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address:  SPEROPB  BOOT 
LTD.,  BARWELL,  nea 


MANUFACTURERS 

HINCKLEY. 


HCLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


CH ESTER.  s?*3 rtfAfs' 

Parties  nol  exceeding  90  citerc  J for  Luncheon 
and  Teas  at  the 


COOPERATIVE  CAFE,  81,  FOBEGATd  ST. 

Term:  on  application. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO  OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALUIOK  STHEET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Makers  of  Flour, 
Grain,  Polito, 
Sur.'r,  Treaclo 
Sins  an!  Shaots. 


Send  for 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

^ Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tho  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,”  “ Eccles,"  " Cllmix."  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
By  item : No  Posting.  Sa?e3  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches:  Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne- 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.U. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


FOR  - 


ALL  THE  PLANT  IN 
THE  BAKERY. 

Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


FIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


Telephone . 

301  PETERBOROUGH. 


Head  Office:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE,  KINCSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 

Sole  Sales  Agents  for 

David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


*7  Os.  Od. 

T.H.TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 


is  tk  BOO©  for 

Boys 


1 w to* 

£ Smxrt : Rclixbk.  | 


U’ 


. JBwtVAluc  : j&r 

Crompton  Boor  Mvtu&cn**, 

I&U.  \\tfrks,D<^cnu])fi 
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Che  ideal” 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


-V)f)e  Reliable  Jiome  yes.  • 


DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  lor  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDCES,  BOLTON. 


■ ■ 


Makers  of  Edges'  "3)oUy  SBlue"  & "2 Jolly  Cream." 


Work, 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BU3NLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Rayd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Mtksri  of  Ox  orJ  Skirtin'*,  Grixlrellei,  Flaa&tlelt:, 
Sileiias,  Liaentttt*.  Lastr^j,  4 Silketr.-a  Lininji ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley,  I3J.  M wchostor  Royal 
Exchaugo,  No.9Pillnr.  Tel.: National, Maudilrtte.:, 3110, 

Registered  Oliice  t 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  bstwesi 
Leigh  an J Warrington;  10  minutes'  wilfc  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowcuno.  C&ook  Gjlf.  Cajqjiir, 
BitjiiiAitDs.  Near  to  Keuypa  Golf  Link). 

For  particulars  apply  :— 

Mis*  G.  OaviEH,  Mana?ere*s,  Culcheth  Hill, 

Newchurc'i.  Near  Warrlugton, 


Your  Store  stocks 

INTEGRITY 


BRAND 

Ladies’  and  Ger.ts’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 

Give  up  wearing  ill-fitting 
and  uneem  ortable  Hosiery 

and  Underwear.  

We  can  fit  yoa  perfectly.  . 
Our  Business  is  still 
polling  because  the 
goods  we  make  arc 
acknowledged  to  l 
THE  BEST. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gmgerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract 

All  these  lines  are  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

MANUFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Oroylsden. 


WANTED,  All  Co-operators  £ 


Trade  Unionists 


to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 


“Self-Help”  B’or  Bools  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-OIoslu" 
Twist.  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  &c.  Bladings 
Boot  Loops.  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Ststlish  Whalesale  Societies 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 


All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  tTTZi  Cloths 

* can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  M ils,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole -Agents-:  The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 

PAISLEY^ 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


[Continued  from  page  one.] 

to  the  secretaries  of  the  local  football 
u s,  and  invite  them  to  see  the  Wheatsheaf 
a11  Thousands  of  pairs  should  be 

Jfpospd  of  in  co-operative  shops  ; and  Wlieat- 
il  football  Boots  should  be  the  standard, 
not  the  sole,  line  of  football  boots  stocked  in 
"'•■operative  stores. 


FISH  ALIVE  OH  ! 

j t Lowestoft. 

ind  lhat  °"ing  to  the  state  of  affairs 
haa  | Ma  ■■  in  80rae  of  the  inland  towns  there 
bassos  °nf  c off  iu  the  demand  for  the 

Bdjmict0(  S*!  lmvo  1)00,1  80  u«eful  an 

Coast  t°  ^lslllng  trailc  here  on  the  East 
-ocal  people  are  looking  to  the  store 


managers  throughout  the  country  to  further 
develop  this  business.  It  is  thoroughly  help- 
ful all  refund.  Basses  or  mats  of  fish  of  a 
minimum  of  2 lbs.  of  fish  are  being  made  up 
at  the  C.W.S.  fish  depot  for  sale  iu  the  stores 
at  2s.  Thus  the  people  in  a rural  district  can 
be  ensured  a constant  daily  supply  of  fish  iu  a 
suitable  quantity  and  at  a reasonable  price. 

Women’s  Guild  branches  might  well  discuss 
the  problem  with  a view  to  placing  with  the 
store  manager  an  order  for  a dozen  or  more 
of  these  mats ; and  so  introduce  the  matter 
to  the  local  society. 

Every  help  will  bo  rendered  local  societies 
in  developing  the  trade,  and' attractive  posters 
have  been  prepared  which  will  enable  the 
managers  to  secure  the  interest  of  members. 
Managers  should  keep  in  touch  with  the 
C.W.S.  Fish  Section,  Hanover  St.,  Manchester. 


THE  DYES  THAT  LIVE. 


VIKING 
DYES 


are  made  by  the  C.W.S.  at  Irlam 
for  co-operative  members. 


SEE  THE  RANGE  OF  COLOURS  AT  YOUR  STORE. 


r 
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HUTHWAITE  HOSIERY 

IS  GOOD  HOSIERY  C.W.S. 


August  ‘2G,  ]922 


ADD  6i  SUTOX  ” 

to  your  MILK  PUBSEWGS. 


FSSENTIALUNlfi 


IN  ALL  THINGS.  CHARITY 


NEWS  AfTO  JOunSAL  op  Associated  Industry,  Soplcmber  2nd,  1922. 
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STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

displays  of 

C.W.S. 

BISCUITS. 


..O 
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PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  us  a Newspaper. 


Ik  Ul  tilt  Fits. 


MADE  AT  THE 

C.W.S.  Cap  FaGtory, 

MANCHESTER. 

SCHOOL  COPS  ARE  4 SPECIAL  STUDY. 


Uanantrs  can  do  Good  Business,  in  conjunction 
with  the  C.W.S.  Cap  Factory. 


I CORSETS 


8=> 

\\  There  is  £200,000  of  Co-operative 
Capital  invested  in  the  C.W.S.  Corset 
Works. 

^ There  are  co-operative  workers 
who  want  to  get  back  to  full-time 
conditions, 

. H There  are  cn-operative  women  who 
do  not  wear  C.W.S.  Corsets;  there  are. 
those  who  have  never  tried. 

\ There  are  co-operative  women  who 
always  wear  C.W.S.  Corsets;  they 
know  their  ease  and  their  good  fitting 
qualities. 

T There  are  co-operative  stores  with 
managers  who  say  they  cannot  Sell 
these  Corsets  ; there  is  one  society  that 
sold  20,000  pairs  in  a year — and  nevpf^ 
a complaint. 

li  There  are  C.W.S.  Corsets  at  your 
store— if  it  is  a co-operative  011c.  Ask 
to  see  them  ; test  them  once  and  you'll 
wear  them  ever.  DO  IT  NOW! 


Co-operative 
Insurance 
Society  Ltd. 

Joint  Insurance 
Department, 

C.W.S.  & S.C.W.S. 


^niium  Income— £1,650, OC 
‘"surance  Funds—  £2,000,01 

^'er  1,000  claims  are  being  dealt 
with  every  week. 


CHIEF  OFFICE: 

*•  operation  Street,  Manchester. 

CUsrrM,  BRANCH  OFFICES: 
^WcSr^.MorrLon  Street. 

[^NDON-ij  JYNE— 84,  Westmorland 
SDlNBURC  n , „L,on  Square,  Holborn,  W 
SJ*  Andrew  Square. 
DhBLlN-i  r ,l6‘  St  M'WV  Street. 
^EDS-Cr^^T"?"1  Builii“8*.  Dome  St. 

9-  Albion  Sueet. 

S°TrINritAV.  6‘  Persbore  Street. 

PLVmout^Mp7CVV'Su  Db^  Lane. 

Ul«— Plymouth  Chunbera. 


CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE  AND 
HOW  TO  GET  IT. 

SOME  PRACTICAL  HINTS. 

BY  H.  J.  CATTELL, 


The  alarm  lias  sounded,  and  at  last  the 
movement  is  beginning  to  sit  up  and  take 
notice.  Too  long  has  it  been  in  the  “ land  of 
dreams  ” — the  land  where  they  don't  come 
true — but  now,  with  the  call  of  the  National 
Joint  Trade  Committee  ringing  in  its  ears,  the 
movement  begins  to  bestir  itself. 

The  Trade  Campaign  Committee  are  arrang- 
ing for  papers  to  be  prepared  and  read  on  the 
following  subjects : 11  Stocks  and  Prices,” 

“Staff  and  Salesmanship,”  “Shop  Arrange- 
ment and  Window  Display,"  and  “ Publicity 
and  Propaganda." 

Each  of  these  subjects  is  of  vital  importance 
to  the  movement,  and  they  are  to  be  dealt 
with  by  experts,  “ persons  whose  experience 
fit  them  to  handle  the  topics  with  authority." 
Years  ago— in  fact-,  until  but  a few  months 
back — the  co-operative  movement  did  not 
realise  the  necessity  of  troubling  overmuch 
about  the  abilities  of  its  employees.  It  was 
considered  sufficient  if  an  assistant  could 
weigh  and  pack  up  some  of  the  articles  a 
member  required,;  the  details  were  too  oftep 
left  for  the  corner  shop  to  supply.  Shop 
arrangement  and  window  display  commanded 
little  or  no  attention  ; in  fact,  in  some  quarters 
it  was  frowned  upon  ; and  as  for  publicity 
and  propaganda,  this  was  looked  upon  as  a 
waste  of  good  money,  and  but  rarely  indulged 
in.  However,  time’s  finger  is  moving  swiftly, 
and  all  this  is  on  the  change.  The  committee 
are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  choice  of  such 
live  topics,  and  in  this  connection  they  oan  be 
boiled  down  to  one  question  : How  are  we 
to  increase  co-operative  trade  ? 

With  this  question  in  mind,  and  also  with 
the  idea  of  helping  in  a small  way  to  stir  up 
.the  interest  and  imagination  of  co-operators 
generally,  I should  like  to  offer  a few  sug- 
gestions that  may  do  a little  to  help  on  the 
good  work. 

The  System  Pays. 

No  doubt  the  .question  of  fixed  prices  will 
figure  largely  in  the  first  paper,  and  I am  sin- 
cerely hoping  that  the  outcome  will  be  that 
the  C.W.S.  will  advertise  and  pack  everything 
under  its  own  fixed  price  for  retail.  Many 
outside,  firms  now  insist  on  this  being  carried 
out,  and  retail  shops  in  accepting  these  goods 
hind  themselves  to  sell  at  the  fixed  price. 
Outside  firms  have  proved  that  the  system 
pays — it  protects  the  wholesaler,  it  saves  the 
retailer  from  his  avarice,  and  it  operates  in 
most  cases  to  the  advantage  of  the  consumer. 
The  C.W.S.  have  already  proved,  in  the  few 
experiments  they  have  made,  that  it  has  been 
the  means  of  greatly  increasing  their  trade  ; 
in  fact,  I think  they  are  at  last  convinced  that 
the  more  the  scheme  is  widened  the  better  it 
will  be  for  themselves,  for  the  retail  society, 
and  for  the  co-operative  member.  I should 
like  to  see  the  articles  themselves,  wherever 
possible,  branded  with  the  retail  price.  It  has 
been  a constant  source  of  astonishment  to  me 
to  find  identical  articles  sold  by  various  socie- 
ties at  totally  different  prices.  I .know  that 
the  question  of  carriage  enters  largely  in  the 
fixing  of  retail  prices,  but  this  matter  would 
have  to  bo  faced  by  the  C.W.S.  to  enable  each 
society  to  Uav6  an  equal  chance. 

Dividend  for  Disloyalty! 

In  the  question  of. stock  the  subject  of  pro- 
prietary goods  could  be  discussed  with  advan- 
tage. It  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  dictate  to 
societies  what  goods  they  shall  stook  and  what 
they  shall  leave  alone,  but  one  or  two  things 
may  be  said  here  that  may  help  to  influence  I 


societies  in  the  right  direction.  Personally,  I 
incline  -to  the  view  that  proprietary  goods 
should  be  stocked  to  avoid  loss  of  trade,  but — 
and  this  is  a b;g  “ but  ” — they  should  certainly 
not  be  shown  or  introduced  before  our  own 
C.W.S.  have  had  first  chance  ; and  I would  go 
further,  and  make  all  outside  goods  non- 
dividend-bearing. Why  should  people  calling 
themselves  co-operators  be  allowed  to  enrich 
themselves  at  the  expense  of  the  movement 
generally  ? That  is  what  it  amounts  to.  A 
person  comes  into  the  store,  pays  the  fixed 
price  for  the  outside  article,  and  then  expects 
dividend  for  his  disloyalty  ! — and  hundreds 
of  societies  are  to-day  paying  their  members 
to  be  disloyal.  If  these  goods  were  made  non- 
dividend-bearing we  should  not  hear  so  much 
about  co-operators  insisting  on  So-and-so’s 
cocoa  or  Johnson’s  soap.  I admit  that  the 
scheme  would  have  to  be  worked  out  in  detail, 
according  to  the  system  of  trading  the  society 
was  using  ; but  I do  not  think  that  an  in- 
superable barrier,  and  I am  quite  certain  that 
any  society-  would  be  amply  repaid  by  the 
extra  volume  of  C.W.S.  sales.  There  are  many 
other  matters  that  these  subjects  bring  to 
mind,  and  it  is  impossible  in  this  short  article 
to  deal  with  the  many  ideas  that  present 
themselves. 

Enough  has  been  said  here  to  arouse  the 
interest  of  the  intelligent  co-operator,  and  to 
help  to  obtain  the  viewpoint  of  the  consumer. 
Once  that  is  accomplished,  we  can  say  we  are 
well  on  the  high  road  to  successful  trading. 


HAS  THE  CORNER  BEEN 
TURNED  ? 

QUESTION  ANSWERED  BY 
S.C.W.S.  FIGURES. 

The  outstanding  feature  it  the  S. C.W.S. 
balance  sheet  for  the  first  half  of  1922  is 
/tbs  fact  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  diffi- 
culties ivith  which  they  have  been  faced,  the 
directors  find  themselves  in  a position  to 
pay  a dividend.  True,  it  is  only  .‘Id . and  IJd. 
to  members  and  non-members  respective!}':, 
but  it  is  an  evidence  that  the  corner  lias  been 
turned  once  more. 

Sales  Of  £8,463,578. 

The  sales  for  the  half-year  amount  to 
£8,468,578,  and  are  a decrease  of  £3,27S,859, 
or  27.9  per  cent,  from  the  total  of  1921.  The 
value  of  the  output  of  the  productive  de- 
partments for  the  half-year  ns  £2,701,950, 
and  is  a decrease  of  £1, 110,814  from  the 
figures  for  the  corresponding  half-year. 

After  making  provision  for  the  payment  of 
a dividend  and  also  adequate  additions  to 
neserve  funds,  there  is  a balance  to  carry 
forward  of  £35,346.  : During  the  half-year 
•100  shares  were  allocated,  100  of  these  being 
new.  The  total  number  of  shares  now*  held 
by  the  societies  is  715,005. 

In  the  agenda  for  the  quarterly  meeting 
proposals  are  brought  forward  by  the  direc- 
tors for  donations  and  grants  amounting  to 
£3,400.  A proposal  is  also  made  by  them 
that  the  interest  on  share  capital  be  reduced 
to  5 per  cent,  as  from  October  2nd. 


" Once  again  I "have  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  as  this 
mouth’s  ' Millgate.’  ” — A literary  and 

* educational  authority. 


LIMERICK  IN  TURBULENT 

TIMES. 

THE  MANAGER  STANDS  BY 

THE  STORE. 

AND  THE  STORE  BY  THE 
PEOPLE. 

Limerick  has  suffered  its  bit  during  the 
recent  trouble,  and  many  co-operative 
friends  are  anxious  to  know  how  is  the  co- 
operative movement,  or  how  dees  it  stand? 

Its  friends  will  he  pleased  to  hear  that 
it  is  there  to  the  good;  its  enemies  (and  it 
has  some)  are  disappointed.  Although  in 
the  thick  of  the  trouble,  it  escaped  un- 
scathed and  untouched.  Looking  back  on 
those  dreadful  days,  one  cannot  help  re- 
marking what  a pity  it  is  that  our  members 
are  nst  as  loyal  to  “ the  store  ” as  “ the 
stc  e ” has  been  to  them.  When  every 
other  shop  in  the  street  was  closed,  its 
ilcors  were  open.  When  the  sharks  got  the 
chance,  they  fleeced  the  workers  with  a ven- 
geance, but  neither  friend  nor  foe  can  say 
that  they  were  charged  one  halfpenny 
extra  at  the  co-operative  store.  When  prac- 
tically every  civilian  had  left  the  street, 
the  manager  remained  at  his  post  day  and 
night,  never  ceasing  in  his  endeavours  to 
serve  the  members,  and  guard,  as  he  cer- 
tainly did,  that  store,  wherein  were  sunk 
the  hard-earned  savings  of  many  a worker, 
which,  if  destroyed  or  looted,  would  bring 
ruin  and  desolation  to  many  a home,  and 
perhaps  sound  the  death-knell  of  co-opera- 
tion in  Limerick. 

Let  us  hope  such  devotion  to  duty  will 
be  rewarded  (it  has  not  been  overlooked  by 
a grateful  committee)  by  greater  loyalty  on 
behalf  of  the  members. 

In  such  times  progress  "Is  impossible,  but 
the  Limerick  Society  is  holding  its  own. 
The  balance  sheet  for  the  half-year'  ended 
June  30th  shows  it  to  be  in  a healthy  posi- 
tion. Sales  were  £10,071  6s.  3d.,  and  the 
net  profit,  when  added  to  last  half-year’s 
balance,  amounted  to  £390  19s.  Id.,  on 
winch  it  is  now  proposed  to  pay  a dividend 
of  9d.  in  the  pound,  with  usual  allotments 
to  bonus,  education,  &c.  There  is  also  £300 
in  the  reserve,  which,  though  not  added  to 
this  half-year,  remains  untouched  to  pro- 
vide against  the  lean  days  through  which 
we  are  now  passing  and  seem  likely  to  con- 
tinue for  the  next  twelve  months. 

J.  J.  N. 


GOVERNMENT’S  FOOD 
TAXES. 


INFLUENCE  ON  COST  OF  LIVING. 

The  Barnsley  British  Society,1  which  has  a 
membership  of  66,326,  did  a trade  for  the 
last  half-year  cf  £1,308,622.  During  that 
period  the  society  sold  1.707  tons  of  sugar, 
98  toils  of  rice  and  tnpicca,  136  tors  of  cur- 
rants and  raisins-  175  taps  of  cheese,  388 
tons  of,  ham  and  bacon,  361  tors  of  butter, 
1,850  tons  of  potatoes,  and  456,000  lbs.  of 
tea. 

Speaking  at  the  recent  members’  meeting, 
the  president  (Mr.  E.  Tune)  said  everyone 
wos  hoping  that  the  price  of  commodities 
would  come  down,  but  there  was  a point 
below  which  the  prices  could  not  fall  under 
the  present  conditions,  and  he  thought  it 
would  interest  the  members  if  he  informed 
them  what  they  paid,  indirectly,  in  taxation 
on  food  supplies.  Sugar  was  one  of  the 
articles  heavily  taxed— 25s.  6d.  per  cwt. 
and  on  the  quantity  the  society  had  sold 
during  the  past  half-year  they  had  paid  in 
taxation  the  sum  of  £44,763.  On  tea  their 
taxation  had  been  £13,980,  cccoa  £450, 
coflee  £1,050,  tobacco  £19,095.  Indirectly 
they  had  paid  from  their  trade  at  the  various 
shops  no  less  than  £83,931  in  taxation. 

A member  suggested  that  indignation 
meeting?  should  be  held  in  every  town,  vil- 
lage, and  hamlet  to  force  the  braids  of  the 
Government  to  reduce  the  taxation  of 
foodstuffs. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Keptk: 


POLITICAL  ACTION. 

HAS  IT  BEEN  A GOOD  THING 

FOR  CO-OPERATION  ? 

Letters  on  the  political  controversy  are 
still  coming  to  hand.  rii\vo  more,  are  given 
below.  'Mr.  Greening  has  sent  a reply  to 
some  of  his  critics,  and  this  will  lie  given 
next  week. — Ed.,  “ C.  X." 

The  Object  in  View. 

Sir, — I was  very  pleased  indeed  to  see 
that  Mr.  Greening  had  no  intention  of  pre- 
ferring a charge  of  bad  faith  by  his  use  of 
the  term  “ so-called  ” Co-operative  candi- 
dates, though  he  appears  to  reiterate  the 
suggestion  in  a more  diluted,  though  less 
personal,  form  when  he  says  that  thousands 
of  co-operative  funds  have  been  diverted 
from  co-operative  objects  to  political  elec- 
tioneering. 

Political  electioneering  lor  what?  What 
object  does  he  think  lies  behind  the  political 
electioneering?  Is  it  not  for  the  co-opera- 
tive object  of  safeguarding  the  movement 
in  the  only  pluee  where  its  weakness  makes 
it  assailable,  and  is  not  that  an  essential 
co-operative  object  of  prime  importance? 
How  then  can  it  be  said  that  the  money  is' 
diverted  ? 

Mr.  Greening  says  he  wishes  to  empha- 
sise the  evident  failure  of  the  Co-operative 
Party  to  represent  co-operative  opinion,  be- 
cause in  some  constituencies  where  co- 
operative members  form  a majority  they 
have  not  returned  a Co-operative  candi- 
date; but  does  he  not  realise  that  we  have 
to  create  a co-operative  opinion  before  it 
can  be  represented  (which  is  the  first  func- 
tion of  the  Co-operative  Party),  and  that 
when  the  opinion  has  been  created,  the  ques- 
tion of  represen ta tion,  as  he  himself  admits 
in  the  case  of  Kettering,  follows  as  a matter 
of  course  ? 

He  also  says  that  political  action  has 
diverted  some  of  our  ablest  co-operators, 
whose  energies  arc  needed  to  cope  with  the. 
unexampled  commercial  aud  industrial  crises 
with  which  the  world  is  confronted;  but 
does  lie  not ‘also  realise  that  politics  is  really 
the  science  of  government,  and  that  the 
commercial  and  industrial  crisis  is  the  in- 
evitable result  of  bad  government;  and  that 
we  cau  only  hope  to  overcome  it  by  con- 
centrating all  our  energies  towards  replac- 
ing the  bad  government  by  good  govern- 
ment? He  adds  that  we  ouly  “ fancy  ” we 
can  obtain  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth 
by  political  action.  Can  I appeal  to  him 
to  explain  to  the  wondering  multitude  how 
he  -proposes  to  achieve  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  without  political  action? — 
Yours,  &c.,  F.  H.  Mathew. 

Support  for  “ E.  0.  G.” 

Sir, — As  one  of  the  old-fashioned  politi- 
cians who  takes  politics  seriously,  I am 
convinced  that  Mr.  E.  0.  Greening's  atti- 
tude is  the  right  one  in  regard  to  the  parti- 
cipation of  co-operators,  as  an  organised 
movement,  in  party  politics.  Politics,  like 
religion,  have  never  been  a cementing  or 
consolidating  force  in  social  or  economic- 
progress,  but  on  the  contrary  a dissolving 
and  disintegrating  force  retarding  pro- 
gress. It  is  true  we  have  made  progress  ; 
that  is  inevitable,  but  not  to  the  extent 
we  might  have  done  if  all  men  of  good-will 
had  united  for  the  common  good.  Hun- 
dreds of  instances  could  be  quoted  when 
measures  that  appealed  to  all  men  of 
common-sense  were  opposed  and  retarded, 
if  not  defeated,  because  they  originated 
with  one  political  party  rather  than  the 
other  ; and,  not  infrequently,  they  have 
been  adopted  ultimately  by  the  party  that 
.had  formerly  most  bitterly  opposed  them. 

There  has  been  no  period  in  the  last  100 
years  when  “ there  were  only  two  political 
parties,”  as  Mr.  George  S.  Clark  asserts. 
Especially  since  the  first  Reform  Bill  have 
there  been  several.  But  in  spite  of 
apparent  differences,  at  all  times,  as  now, 
'there  have  beefL  only  two  in  reality — the 
Tory  and  Liberal  pities.  The  Co-opera- 
tive or  Labour  parties  to-day  must  be 
Liberal  if  they,  are  not  Conservative. 
There  are  only  two  possible  policies  in  Par- 
liament : ordered  progress  represented  by 
Liberalism,  and  stagnation  or  reaction— 
the  maintenance  of  the  existing  order  in 
Church  and  State — as  Bolingbroke  defined 
the  function  of  Toryism.  Liberalism  is 
wide  enough  to  embrace  Labourism,  but 
Labour  is  too  narrow  and  exclusive,  too 
impracticable,  to  embrace  more  than  ‘ a 
section  of  the  community.  Whilst  claim- 
ing to  include  all  who  work  with  hand  and 
brain  in  theory,  it  generally,  if  not  always, 
interprets  this  in  practice  to  mean  only 
manual  worker.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  discover  how  far  this  narrow  and  exclu- 
sive policy  of  Labour,  or  of  the  Co-opern- 
tivo  Party,  is  responsible  for  the  setback, 
financially  and  commercially,  that  co- 
operation is  now  experiencing. — Yours 
truly,  Geohgu  E.  Quiric. 

Almanacs,  1923.— socioHes  issuing  ciiromo 
ALMANACS  nro  inviteU  to  *cn<J  partiouliirs  of 
■ tlic  CO  OPERATIVE  PRINTING 

**  ‘ ‘ ot,  Manchester. 


POWER  OFJ1NANCR. 

INCREASES  CHOICE  OF  SELECTION  AND 
PURCHASING  ABILITY. 


“MORE  HEALTH  AND  A DEFERRED  DEATH. 


BY  GEORGE  THORPE  (C.W.S.  CHAIRMAN). 


The  world  is  constituted  on  a basis  of  rela- 
tionship and  interdependence.  This  is  exem- 
plified both  in  the  moral  and  material  world 
by  the  fact  that  every  operation  in  nature,  is 
conditioned  ; were  it  not  so,  jio  reliability 
could  be  placed  on  results  arising^  from  any 
given  conditions.  Therefore,  the  function 
of  man  has  been,  and  is,  to  carefully  note  what 
and  which  actions  are  really- beneficial  to  him, 
and  to  discover  the  nature  of  matter  and  the 
laws  by  which  it  is  governed  for  the  obvious 
purpose  of  rendering  him  service  in  every 
phase  of  his  existence.  His  progress  depends 
upon  his  discoveries,  and  though  they  may  he 
for  a while  pure  abstract  knowledge,  yet  the 
delight  of  that  knowledge  causes  further 
researches  to  be  made.  These,  in  course  of 
time,  lead  to  others,  which  increase  the  pro- 
ductive powers  of  Nature,  thereby  creating 
those  economic  margins  which  give  leisure 
and  opportunities  for  longer  and  - deeper 
investigations,  resulting  it  may  be  in  untold 
blessings  to  the  race. 

Economic  Factors. 

The  success  of  any  scheme  outlined  by  man 
must  inevitably  combine  all  the  economic, 
factors  essential  to  produce  a given  result. 
All  above  the  number  and  below  it  means 
waste  ; hence  the  desirability  of  frequently 
examining  every  process  in  the  growing  of 
material,  making  it  up,  and  transporting  it 
to  where  it  is  required. 

Such  a scrutiny  would  reveal  an  appal- 
ling waste  of  material  and  time  that 
would  astound  us  both  in  the  productions 
the  race  does  not  require,  as  wen  as  in 
the  productions  it  does  require,  to  say 
nothing  of  their  distribution. 

Though  there  is  a related  whole  in  the 
scheme  of  things,  man  must  sectionalise  Jus 
investigations,  if  he  desires  to  save  time  and 
obtain  fruitful  results.  Further,  in  the  course 
of  his  sectionalising,  he  will  find  out — whether 
relating  to  man  or  matter— that  the  laws  re- 
garding both  are  of-  general  application. 
Classification,  specialisation,  and  co-ordinar 
tion  must  be  observed  if  maximum  results  are 
to  be  obtained.  Hence  the  necessity  for 
grading  or  classifying  the  raw  material, 
specialising  and  co-ordinating  its  parts  to 
produce  a given  effect  within  a definite  opera- 
tion, so  that  when  the  article  is  made,  on 
account  of  its  quality  and  price,  it  commands 
an  easy  sale.  Unless  tliis  is  done  don’t  expect 
a sale. 

Blood  of  Commerce. 

Finance  may  be  defined  as  the  blood  of 
commerce,  because  it  circulates  through  all 
trading  transactions.  When  the  heart  ceases 
to  function,  the  body  dies,  and  so  docs  com- 
merce when  men  cease  to  trade  with  one 
another,  providing  wo  accept  the  meaning  of 
the  word  commerce  in  its  general  application 
to  trading  transactions.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
finance  is  a facility,  whether  it  be  a necessity 
or  not,  in  all  commercial  undertakings,  and 
whether  expressed  in  money,  goods,  or  ser- 
vices, it  seems  vital  in  some  form  or  another. 

Now,  what  is  finance,  and  why  is  it  so 
poweiful  in  human  affairs  ? Real  finance  is 
what  is.  left  over  after  one  has  supplied  his 
individual  necessities.  But  the  surplus  re- 
ferred to  only  becomes  finance  when  some- 
body requires  it,  with  effective  means,  either 
present  or  potential,  to  command  it.  If  the 
owner  has  no  use  for  if,  neither  has  anyoue 
else,  and  it  is  valueless.  It  will,  therefore, 
be  easily  seen  that  real  finance  is-  tho  result 
of  saving,  and  whether  the  savings  are  utilised. 
The  process  of  saving  involves  restraint  in 
thousands  of  millions  of  cases,  and,  as  a con- 
sequence, a claim  is  made  by  way  of  interest 
on  those  to  whom  the  surplus  is  loaned  as 
a reward  for  the  sacrifice  and  restraint  in- 
curred during  its  accumulation. 

It  does  not  require  a philosopher  to  reason 
out  the  motives  that  prompt  people  to  save 
as  it  is  mirrored  in  every  action  leading  to  that 
end.  Probably,  the  two  chief  motives  are 
self-protection  and  the  power  which  ft  surplus 
gives  according  to  its  magnitude  in  human 
affaire.  One  thing  is  definite  and  certain, 
there  can  be  no  surplus  without  saving,  and 
this  is  applicable  to  individuals  and  govern- 
ments alike.  The  latter  must  tax  above  their 
expenditure  to  create  a surplus  whatever 
the  form  of  government  may  be. 


Happier  Life. 

The  next  question  is  : Why  is  the  surplus 
so  powerful  in  human  affairs  ? Because, 
according  to  its  magnitude,  it  increases  the 
effective  choice  of  selection  and  adds  to  the 
purchasing  power  of  its  possessor  in  so  many 
ways  that  life  is  happier  and  more  extended, 
- winch  means  more  health  and  a deferred  death. 

A few  illustrations  will  make  this  powerful 
elementary  point  quite  clear.  Take,  for 
instance,  an  individual  who  is  fortunate 
enough  to  have  a surplus  of  physical  strength 
and  mental  power  rightly  used.  Ask  him  how 
lie. feels  after  liis  daily  round  of  toil  from  the 
point  of  view  of  appreciating  in  many  ways  his 
relaxation  from  it  providing  he  has  the  in- 
telligence to  do  it.  Will  he  not  say,  out  of 
the  surplus  of  the  past,  houses,  schools,  colleges, 
factories,  great  ships,  roads,  railways,  and  a 
thousand  and  one  other  mechanical  devices 
have  been  created  from  it  ? Will  he  not 
affirm  that  the  present  surplus  at  his  disposal 
gives  him  the  leisure  and  opportunity  to  invent 
machinery  to  enable  him  to  find  out  the  secrets 
of  Nature  and  the  mj'steries  of  his  own  life  ? 
Certainly,  yes,  because  he  knows  a surplus  of 
some  kind  is  a primary  condition  of  investi- 
gations whatever  be  their  purpose  and  nature. 
Need  the  negative  side  of  the  lack  of  a surplus 
-be  referred  to  to  prove  the  value  of  its  posi- 
tive side  ? If  so,  are  there  not  regions  of  the 
earth  that  have  been  inhabited  by  men  Re- 
generations leaving  no  surplus,  and  therefore 
no  progress  behind  them  ? Need  reference 
be  made  to  the  great  slaughter  Nature  has 
made  in  all  life  where  on  balance  a deficiency 
has  been  shown  ? Vital  statistics  will  furnish 
an  answer  and  a revelation  of  its  truth  ; and 
let  it  further  declare  that 

the  value  of  any  necessary  consumable 
article  depends  upon  its  quantity  in  use 
and  not  on  fluctuating  currencies  so 
often  manipulated  to  hide  real  value  in 
the  interests  of  its  operators. 

Not  an  Enemy. 

Now  if  the  surplus  above  referred  to  is 
pregnant  with  the  importance  and  consequences 
of  such  a far-reaching  nature  that  is  claimed 
for  it,'  can  it  in  any  sense,  when  rightly  used, 
be  an  enemy  of  the  race  ? Certainly  not.  It 
therefore  follows  if  any  evil  arises  from  it, 
it  must  be  in  its  production  or  in  its  unjust 
distribution.  The  surplus  itself  is  pure  capital 
and  its  production  is  the  result  of  an  all  in- 
clusive nature.  If  any  evil  arises  in  the  allo- 
cation of  the  surplus  it  evidently  must  be  in 
the  allocation,  and  must  be  denominated  as 
an  inherent  vice  in  human  nature  capable  of 
contraction  and  expansion  as  intelligent  pres- 
sure is  brought  to  bear  upon  it. . The  con- 
traction of  the  vice  depends  on.  that  kind  of 
teaching  which  curtails  selfishness  and  raises 
the  standard  of  life  to  the  view  that  it  is  one 
of  the  main  root  causes  of  human  suffering, 
and  that  its  opposite  is  one  of  the  main  root 
causes  of  its  happiness. 

This  desirable  end  can  soonest  be 
achieved  by  teaching  the  principles  of 
co-operation  in  the  schools  and  colleges 
of  the  world, 

and  especially  by  impressing  the  fact  on  the 
mind  of  all  that  nothing  has  been  done  nor 
can  be  done  except  through  the  opei-ation  of 
the  natural  laws  of  the  universe  co-operating 
with  one  another  in  multifarious  ways  for 
the  benefit  of  man.  Look  where  one  will  on 
the  earth,  into  it,  and  above  it,  and  there  one 
will  find  no  single  concrete  action  has  pro- 
duced even  one  cell,  nor  is  its  life  continued 
on  tho  lines  of  separate  actions.  It  is  the 
continued  actions  or  the  co-operation  of  certain 
and  definite  forces  out  of  which  Nature  has 
made  all  the  various  fauna  of  animal  life, 
and  out  of  which  she  has  woven  all  that  varied 
flora  that  charm  and  delight  the  eye  and 
winch  is  known  as  the  floral  and  vegetable 
kingdom. 

[Mr.  Thorpe  next  week  will  deal  with 
the  subject  from  a co-operative  point  of 
view  and  state  certain  conclusions.] 


Alex.  Pottage,  who  has  been  employed 
for  some  years  as  secretary  of  the  Devizes 
(Wiltshire)  Co-operative  Society,  was 
charged  before  the  Devizes  magistrates  on 
Wednesday  last  week  with  tlie  falsification 
of  the  accounts  of  the  Devizes  Society:  The 
accused  was  remanded  for  a week  i:i  custody. 


fixed_prices. 

BRISTOL  CRITIC  OF  THE  SCiiq, 
[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-oi-erative  y 

Sin, — I have,  read  with  great  im  i 
article  in  the  “ Co-opera  live  y 
fixed  retail  selling  prices,  and  f;,,i 
the  advantage  or  desirability  „( 
of  trading.  In  the  first  place  k], 
are  purchased  by  a retail  society  a® 
come  the  property  of  that  soritl'Y  7* 
paying  the  price  asked  have  met'  ■ 
their  obligation  to  the  vemlo-, 
of  an  odd  case  of  unduly  high  pr.  ;,t.S 
C.W.S.  productions  here  and  there  V* 
warrant  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
to  control  the  prices  of  articl  e H|'ji  ' 
passed  out  of  their  possession. 

The  co-operative  movement  has  .c 
been  opposed  to  fixed  selling  pri,x.N  ** 
believe  that  some  of  the  retail 
and  the  C.W.S.  have  always  refused  to 
any  agreement  on  these  lines,  qu 
the  primary  idea  of  fixing  prices 
keep  them  up  sufficiently  high  to  pi3ri 
such  attractive  profits  as  would  appu| 
the  retailer,  and,  although  the  C.W'S 
undoubtedly  plead  “not  guilty"  t0 1 
desire,  their  adoption  of  the  method.' 
be  wilfully  misconstrued  outside  ihf  c 
ment. 

The  success  of  the  special  lines  &. 
lies  in  the  fact  that  they  were  the  good;  l 
public  were  seeking,  and  that  iiurnedube 
the  C.W.S.  produced  articles  at  prker 
suit  the  altered  conditions  now  prerad* 
there  was  a market  for  them  ulml  " 
viously  had  been  stagnant. 

The  fact  that  the  C.W.S.  marked  oi 
vertised  these  goods  at  a price  which « 
sound  manager  and  committee  would  hi 
adopted  in  the  natural,  order  of  things 
not  influenced  the  sales  in  the  -fei 
Great  difficulties  might  arise  if  dm 
tem  were  extended  to  any  degree,  u 
some  trades  it  is  impossible  to  work 
uniform  profit,  and.  as  is  well  known ii 
wholesale  and  retail  trad  - heavy  i 
ciations  have  to  be  met  each  seiooutc 
the  residue  of 'the  season'  took. 

The  practice  oF  utilising  the  who 
sources  of  the  factory  lor  <h;c  special  b 
which  at  the  most  can  i K-  live  a i 
life,  must  disorganise  and  retard  the 
of  the  regular  ranges  of  g-ods  the  facto 
should  supply,  and  eventually  J* 
against  the  output  of  the-  factory  am 
good  temper  of  the  memb  r.  The  greiti 
difficulty  seems  to  me  to  k.  in  some* 
tions,  the  wide  gulf  hetwe  i the  pro-ini’ 
factory  and  the  retail  society.  Ntijk 
knows  the  possibilities  of  the  other.  Bn 
that  gulf,  and  I firmly  believe  the  pr« 
tive  question  will  solve  it-elf. 

Your  argument  re  national  ndvertii 
does  not  commend  itself  to  me.  1 «•< 
call  some  of  the  most  successful  nat;« 
advertising  schemes,  which  have  bc« 
strumental  in  creating  huge  fortune 
their  origiuators,  without  price  being  h 
tioned. 

Your  articles  have  undoubtedly  gin 
necessary  publicity  to  the  needs  of  tin p 
ductive  factories  /or  trade,  which  1 no  s 
will  meet  with  a ready  and  sympk 
respo.nse  from  all  societies  and  mMjft 
including  the  society  1 represent, 
faithfully, 

Bristol.  Integer 


Election  Articles. — 'The  next  ■ .. 

this  series  will  be:  “ Mrs.  Bjirtonjindb^1 
Norton  (Birmingham).’’ 


By  Appointment. 

THIS  SPACE  =»<► 
con  tains  the  names 
of  all  evaporated 
milks  which  are 
equal  in  quality, 
purity  and  cream  to 

EVERY  DAY 


THE  FULL  CREAM 


SORT 


Evaporated  Milk  ensures, 
pure  and  economical  ^ 
supply  for  every  purp°s^| 
it  is  the  “ EVER^ 
Brand. 

imitations  never  Salilft1 

; 


Sold  at  all  Co-opcraticc  - 
and  packed  bij 

NESTLES,  6-8.  East-cheap. 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook. 

By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 
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TRADE  UNIONS  CONGRESS. 

SOUTHPORT  ENTERTAINS  THE  54th  “ANNUAL.” 
SOME  CO-OPERATIVE  FEATURES. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


rains  R«li,im' 

, . lcJ  hro  or  lluce  years  lor  the  ordinary 

jjicinn  aud  l|K  run  of  business  men 


-olllIClUll  a,1U  ° ... 

I®  ‘ r0und  to  the  Labour  point  of  view  in 
s'fflstieiio!  bat.  "’ben  they  do,  they 

“ nidi  the  same  language  as  tile  “ ogita- 
■*  I Ti„,  signifiennee  of  the  following  ex- 
b it  is  taken  from  the  August  issue 
'"'‘ids’  Bank  Monthly,”  the  organ  of  our 
fed  greatest-  joint-stock  bank 

n riii^  the  past  month  the  movement 
economic  chaos  in  Europe  1ms 
Sne*I  a rapidly  increasing  momentum. 
3 the  signs  of  an  appalling  crnsli,  if 
hrnke  be  not  applied,  have  become 
more  und  more  clearly  apparent.  It  lias 
I-  been  forced  on  the  attention  botli 
statesmen  and  people  that  the  repa ra- 
in question  has  to  be  faced  seriously, 
n,l  that  the  matter  is  urgent  it  the 
nations  of  Europe  are  really  desirous  of 
lullin''  disaster.  The  various  Govern- 
ments concerned  have  played  with  the 
niiestiou  long  enough,  and  unless  steps 
L immediately  taken  to  arrive  at  a 
settlement,  there  seems  to  he  nothing 
ahead  but  a financial  cataclysm.” 


Admonitions  of  this  sort  have  appeared  in 
Ike  labour  and  co-operative  press  for  years, 
tot  it  is  implicitly  admitted  in  the  foregoing 
extract  that  our  governing,  financial,  and  trad- 
ing class  only  perceive  their  truth  when  the 
"signs  of  an  appalling  crash  become  more 
dearly  apparent.”  It  was  the  same  with 
Ireland,  is  the  same  with  the  problem  of 
national  indebtedness  and  unemployment,  and 
vrill  remain  so  until  the  people,  of  tliis  country 
elect  to  Parliament  persons  who  understand 
the  awful  problems  with  which  we  are  con- 
fronted, and  sincerely  desire  to  tackle  them  in 
the  interest  of  the  community,  even  if  it  does 
displease  the  privileged  clas3. 


Who  is  to  Blame? 


A good  deal  is  being  said  as  to  the  attitude 
of  the  United  States  in  holding  us  to  our  debt 
to  them  wliilsl  we  are  not  able  to  be  re- 
imbursed  from  the  Allies  on  whose  account  we 
, bonojred,  but  it  should  be  realised  that  (and 
although  the  British  public  is  hardly  aware 
of  the  fact,  the  American  public  is)  the  im- 
possible figure  at  which  the  German  payments 
were  fixed  is  the  work  of  British  statesmen  at 
Versailles.  Mr.  Bernard  M.  Baruch,  one  of 
the  American  experts  who  framed  the  Ver- 
sailles Treaty,  mites  in  the  current  number  of 
the  “ World’s  Work  ” as  follows  : — 

It  wne  the  English  who,  more  than 
any  others,  took  the  extreme  position 
that  convinced  the  Allies,  and  particu- 
larly France,  that  Germany  could  pay  a 
huge  sum.  Although  at  Paris  there 
were  men  not  connected  officially  with 
the  English  mission  who  took  another 
view,  there  was  no  one  connected  offi- 
cially with  the  English  mission  who  took 
anv  other  view.  It  was  this  thing  more 
than  any  other  that  made  an  inclusion 
°f  separation  and  pension  allowances 
Foible,  and  that  made  it  impossible  for 
«s  to  fix  a reasonable  sum  of  reparation. 
By  including  the  cost  of  war  pensions  and 
separation  allowances  as  part  of  the  damage, 
*he  British  statesmen  not  merely  acted  con- 
Ifary  to  the  terms  on  which  the  enemy  sur- 
rcndcrcd,  but  rendered  the  complete  break- 
own  of  the  whole  reparations  business  in- 
evitable, and  are  therefore  responsible  in  a 
Measure  for  the  present  crisis  of  . unemploy- 
ment, As  the  American  writer  quoted  goes  on 
° say,  they  might,  while  they  were  about  it, 
l^t  as  well  have  fixed  Germany’s  payments 
cjg  iteen  thousand  millions  as  at  eight  thou- 
D millions  which  they  did,  as  she  can  never 
J?1.’  anc*  "bile  these  preposterous  demands 
, ”‘ain’  anJ  "'c  go  on  spending  millions  on 
I ai'ienls-  the  United  States  is  not  likely  to 
8Wlder  any  0f  our  debt. 


Ba"kruptcies  and  Failures. 

Week  l'15  *JCCn  ,nac*e  aPPorent  in  these 
Vo  " tCk’  ^ho  losses  on  public  comp 
and  m'.  nowa  "'*ien  I heir  accounts  are  is 
and  rp'.Cal  tlle  had  times  through  which 
of  r';n  aslry  *iave  been  passing.  In  the 
theJV  ')us'ncsse3  tfte  only  clue  one  1 
it  y ,TniPtcy  figures,  and  in  this  conne 
that  .1,°  •'  ‘ntm’sting  ftnd  saddening  to 
there  "1C  half  of  the  present 
toado  n'01  al)ou^  8®0  more  receiving  c 
statisr  n m thc  firet  half  of  192L  Even 


jmdicati 


howeyor  gi,;6  onc  bui  thc 


|.  > UUI  uuv  II 

o^anse  t ° tllc  deplorable  state  of 
HrunJv  ?,”C  mnn  01  busi*»csa  goin 

„ - ° “rc  l>a»-a 

"rith"'1'  "<'ditors  by  dc 

■nother  In  U Vi  n iCrmore,  people  hcl 
m thcsc  batters  much  more  t 


generally  assumed,  and  many  failures  have 
been  averted  by  this  means.  Taking  into 
accodnt  the  extraordinary  severity  of  the 
slump,  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  should 
have  been  so  many  failures,;  it  is  rather  a 
matter  for  congratulation  that  tilings  have  not 
been  worse.  The  position  is  better  than  it 
was  a year  ago,  but  there  is  still  a great  deal 
of  weakness  In  the  business  structure  of  the 
country,  and  many  firms,  if  they  were  pressed 
by  their  creditors  and  bankers,  would  have  to 
close  their  doors.  In  some  industries  the  con- 
stituent parts,  e.g.,  many  of  the  motor  com- 
panies, will  have  to  bo  thoroughly  recon- 
structed, millions  of  capital  being  mitten,  off 
as  lost.  It  would,  of  course,  be  preposterous 
to  lay  all  the  blame  for  this  upon  any  Govern- 
ment, but  it  must  regretfully  be  stated  that 
there  is  little  prospect  of  an}'  improvement  in 
the  world  situation  so  long  as  the  policy  of 
the  country  is  in  the  hands  of  a Government 
which  is  controlled  by  interests  which  are  as 
shortsighted  as  they  are  avaricious. 

Canada  and  Tariffs. 

It  is  good  news  that  Canada  looks  like  hav- 
ing a fine  harvest,  for  the  Western  Provinces 
have  been  very  hard  hit  by  the  war  and  a 
succession  of  bad  harvests.  The  United 
States  tariff  has  deprived  Western  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  the  Chicago  and  Minneapolis 
markets,  on  which  they  had  been  relying  for 
years.  Canadian  wheat  still  finds  its  way  to 
the  United  States  to  some  extent,  where  it  is 
mixed  with  the  softer  grades  from  Kansas  and 
other  States ; but  the  new  tariff  prevents 
cattle  from  going  to  Chicago,  which  has  been 
the  greatest  market  for  them  thus  far.  In 
view  of  this,  it  is  easy  to  understand  the  interest 
Canada  displays  to  see  whether  Britain  raises 
its  embargo  upon  the  import  of  their  cattle. 

Tariff  changes  can  injure  industries  and 
people  very  much,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that 
the  United  States  should  be  shutting  out 
Canadian  products  (not  to  speak  of  others)  at 
a time  when  Canada  is  continually  borrowing 
money  in  the.  States,  which  means,  of  course, 
that  she  has  to  pay  interest  thereon  ; and  in 
the  long  run  this  can  only  be  done  by  exports. 
High  railway  rates  are  the  obstacle  to  Canadian 
products,  the  principal  wheat  and  cattle- 
raising country  being  thousands  of  miles  from 
its  biggest  markets,  but  the  Panama  Canal  is 
now  making  its  influence  felt.  Last  winter 
considerable  quantities  of  wheat  were  shipped 
eastwards,  via  Vancouver,  through  the  Panama 
Canal,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  proved  to  be 
more  economical  to  carry  the  produce  a long 
way  to  the  West  first  and  then  Eastwards 
through  the  Panama  Canal.  It  is  said  that 
this  route  is  proving  cheaper  for  produce  raised 
as  far  to  the  East  as  Moose  Jaw. 


WORTHY  WATFORD. 

NINETY-SIX  PER  CENT.  CO- 

OPERATIVE PURCHASES. 

[“  Co-operative  News  ” Speoial.] 

In  the  recent  comparisons  which  have 
been  made  in  the>se  columns  as  to  lire  loyalty 
of  distributive  societies,  the  Watfoid 
Society  can  hold  its  own  with  any  of  its 
neighbours.  With  a trade  of  almost 
£300,000  per  annum  the  purchases  of  goods 
from  co-operative  sources  are  90  per  cent,  of 
the  total. 

This  Is  a record  of  which  any  society  might 
be  proud,  and  if  the  example  were  more 
generally  followed  we  .should  hear  less  of 
slack  times  at  the  C.W.S.  productive  works. 
That  this  loyalty  pays  in  the  long  run  is 
attested  by  the  steady  progress  which  has 
been  made  by  the  society.  Despite  the  local 
depression,  the  society  during  the  last  few 
years  has  made  substantial  growth.  An  in- 
dication of  this  was  afforded  in  ’Starch  last, 
when  No.  6 branch  was  opened  in  Queon’s- 
roud,  Watford,  providing  additional  local 
facilities  for  grocery  and  provisions,  men’s 
outfitting,  boots  and  dices,  and  furniture. 

In  the  balance  .sheet  for  the  half-year 
ended  April  18th,  it  was  shown  that  the 
members'  share  capital  stood  at  £85,583, 
and  the  small  savings  bank  deposits  totalled 
£17,844.  Fifty-five  collective  life  assurance 
claims,  totalling  £477,  have  beem  paid  dur- 
ing the  half-year,  bringing  the  total  claims 
to  127.  and  the  amount  paid  to  £926  8s. 

With  regard  to  the  pushing  the  sales  of 
our  publications  wo  learn  from  on>s  of  the 
officials  that  in  three  of  the  branches  news- 
paper racks  are  provided  on  which  are  ex- 
hibited the  “ Co-operative  News  ” and  other 
publications.  This  plan  ought  to  be  adopted 
with  advantage  by  otl>?r  societies,  particu- 
larly amongst,  that  section  who  keep  the 
“News”  under  the  counter. 


There  are  many 
people  who  believe 
that  Southport  is 
one  of  the  prettiest 
towns  in  England. 

I have  no  objec- 
tion to  being 
numbered  amongst 
them. 

Delegates  to  the 
Annual  Trade 
Unions  Congress 
will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  forming 

Mr.  W.  Gregory,  their  own.  opinions 
Fraternal  Delegate  from  next  week.  It  is 
the  Co-operative  Union,  more  than  likely 
that  a good  num- 
ber of  them,  especially  those  who  live 
in  Lancashire  and  surrounding  counties, 
are  already  well  acquainted  with  its  beauties, 
but  delegates  making  their  first  visit  to  the 
town  will  probably  fall  ready  victims  to  its 
charms.  Should  the  weather  be  bad,  then 
they  won’t  see  Southport,  at  its  best,'  but  if 
the  sun  be  an  unofficial  delegate  to  the  Con- 
gress they  will  readily  agree  that  a more  pic- 
turesque background  to  fheir  deliberations  it 
would  be  difficult  to  imagine. 

Faced  With  Same  Problems. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  co-operators  and 
trade  unionists  are  faced  with  the  same 
problems.  A glan'ce  through  the  agenda  for 
the  Southport  Congress  leaves  one  with  the 
impression  that  there  is  a good  deal  of  truth 
in  the  statement.  Some  of  the  resolutions  to 
be  submitted  are  on  unemployment,  housing, 
pensions,  cost  of  living,  capital  levy,  embargo 
on  imported  cattle,  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators,  and  the 
League  of  Nations,  and  all  of  these  have  been 
before  the  Co-operative  Congress  in  one  form 
or  another. 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists 
and  Co-operators  is  the  subject  of  two  reso- 
lutions— one  from  the  Distributive  and  Allied 
Workers  and  the  other  from  the  Shop 
Assistants. 

The  Shop  Assistants’  Union  draws  attention 
to  “ the  serious  dissatisfaction  ” which  has 
arisen  from  the  protracted  delays  which  occur 
when  matters  arc  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, and  suggests  that  a conference  of  all 
unions  having  members  employed  in  the  co- 
operative movement  should  be  convened,  with 
the  object  of  formulating  a satisfactory  plan 
for  dealing  with  conditions  of  service  in  the 
movement. 

The  Distributive  and  Allied  Workers’ 
Union,  which,  of  course,  is  our  old  friend  the 
A.U.C.E.,  also  wants  a conference,  but  in  this 
case  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
constitution  and  rules  of  the  JoiAt  Committee, 
with  a view  to  possible  amendments. 

Mr.  Bramloy’s  Report. 

With  reference  to  this  matter,  I was  informed 
by  Mr.  J.  Pollitt(head  of  the  Labour  Department 
of  the  Co-operative  Union),  on  Monday,  that 
the  Joint  Committee  is  not  unmindful  of  the 
delays  which  have  occurred  in  the  past,  and 
that  it  recently  decided  to  place  the  procedure 
of  the  committee  under  examination,  to  see 
if  any  alterations  could  be  made  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  facilitating  business.  Mi-. 
Fred  Bramley  (assistant  secretary,  Trade 
Unions  Congress  General  Council)  was  charged 
with  the  duty  of  preparing  a report  on  the 
subject,  but  it  is  hardly  likely  be  will  be  in 
a position  to  submit  it  to  the  Southport  Con- 
gress. Of  course,  any  alteration  in  the  con- 
stitution or  rules  of  the  Joint  Committee  will 
have  to  be  approved  by  the  Co-operative  Con- 
gress, as  well  as  the  Trade  Unions  Congress, 
before  it  can  become  operative. 

What  will  come  before  the  Congress,  so  far 
as  this  Joint  Committee  is  concerned,  is  a 
report  of  its  working  since  the  1921  gathering. 
It  will  be  pretty  much  on  the  same  lines  as 
that  submitted  to  the  Co-operative  Congress 
at  Brighton  at  Whit-week,  but  the  figures  will 
have  been  brought  up  to  date.  The  number 
of  cases  brought  before  the  Committee  during 
the  past  twelve  months  is  263,  and  in  almost 
eighty  of  them  decisions  have  been  given. 
The  N.U.D.A.W.  has  been  represented  in  215 
out  of  the  263  cases. 

Mr.  Pollitt  will  attend  the  Congress  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Co-operative  Union.  He 
will  have  as  comradc-in-arms  Air.  W.  Gregory, 


who  has  been  entrusted  with  the  pleasant 
duty  of  conveying  to  the  trade  unionists 
fraternal  greetings  from  their  sister  movement. 
Knowing  Air.  Gregory,  I venture  to  wiy 
that  he  will  also  make  an  earnest  appeal  to 
non-co-operators  to  join  the  movement  and 
give  it  all  the  support  the  can. 

Tuesday  evening  has  been  set  apart  for  a 
demonstration,  with  which  the  co-operative 
movement,  through  the  Southport  Society, 
will  be  associated.  The  speakers,  according 
to  present  arrangements,  wilt  bo  Dr.  Marion 
Phillips,  Mr.  T.  Myers,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  A. 
Varley  (C.W.S.  director).  Councillor  Houlds- 
worth  (president  of  the  society)  will  take  the 
chair. 

At  a recent  conference  I heard  Mr.  Houlds- 
wortk  appeal  to  trade  unionists  for  loyalty  to 
the  co-operative  movement.  They  were  not 
backward  in  their  criticisms  of  things  co- 
operative, but  their  adherence  to  the  faith 
was  not  so  strong  or  deep  as  it  might  be.  He 
went  on  to  point  out  that 
there  were  same  ten  thousand  members  of 
trade  unions  in  Southport,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  more  than  fifteen  hundred  were 
members  of  the  local  co-operative  society. 
Southport,  I understand,  has  a population  of 
over  seventy-six  thousand.  Why,  then,  lias  the 
co-operative  society  only  a membership  of 
some  three  thousand  ? It  may  be  that  there 
are  residents  who  never  will  be  members  of  a 
co-operative  society,  but  surely 

Southport  has  the  right  to  expect  that 
every  trade  unionist  shall  be  a 
co-operator. 

The  sales  of  the  society  for  1921  were 
£92,000,  whilst  the  share  capital  is  £30,000. 

All  being  well,  I hope  to  spend  a day  or  two 
with  my  fellow  trade  unionists  next  week. 
It  is,  I notice,  their  fifty-fourth  annual 
gathering.  The  Cooperative  Union,  by  the 
way,  has  held  a similar  number  of 
Congresses. 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF. 

After  serving  the  Co-operative  Printing 
Society  for  a period  of  forty  years - twenty- 
til  res  years  as  cashier — Mr.  John  Quin  has 
retired.  On  Saturday  lie  received  a pair  of 
binoculars  from  liis  colleagues  on  the  office 
staff. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Torquay 
Society  it  was  stated  that,  although  he  had 
not  yet  committed  himself,  Air.  W.  H. 
Watkins  (chairman  of  the  Co-operative 
Party)  might  allow  himself  to  be  put  for- 
ward as  a Co-operative  candidate  for  the 
division. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P.,  has  com- 
menced a three  weeks’  campaign  in  his  divi- 
sion. Mrs.  Waterson  is  accompanying  him, 
and  they  are  hoping  to  get  into  most  of  the 
villages’  and  stay  overnight  in  one  or  two. 
By  this  means  they  will  be  in  close  touch 
with  the  constituents. 


By  Aj>j>ointinent. 


HOW  many  brands  of  milk 
can  you  think  of  with  a 
reputation  equal  to  Nestle’s  ? 
NOT  ONE.  Quality,  Purity, 
Safety— these  all  tell  with  the 
vast  majority  of  people,  and 
Nestle’s  is  still  unrivalled. 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Use  Nestle’s  for  all  purposes 
and  you  will  be  safe  against 
all  milk  risks. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Storjs. 
NESTLE’S,  6-3,  Eastcheap,  £..C.3. 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 
PROGRESS  OF  THE  TCHECKOSLOVAK  C.W.S. 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 
NEW  BOOKS  FOR  WORKERS. 


By  RUDOLF  KRNANSKY,  of  the  Tcheckoslovak  Daily  Press. 


LABOUR  DEFENDED  : SECONDARY  EDUCATION  FOR  ^ 


Tub  annual  report  issued  by  the 
Tcheckoslovak  Wholesale  Society  shows 
further  development  during  1921.  Some 
fifty-two  new  co-operative  associations, 
with  a total  capital  of  1,133,000  Tihecku- 
slovak  downs,  joined  the  Wholesale,  and 
426  members  (co-operative  societies)  in- 
creased their  capital  by  6,360.000  crowns. 
The  Wholesale  Society,  which  has  over  820 
members,  increased  the  supply  in  commo- 
dities by  12.02  per  cent. 

The  Wholesale,  during  last  year,  mainly 
paid  attention  to'  the  extension  of  brandies. 
Two  corn-mills  were  bought,  and  a large 
up-to-date  bakery  is  being  built  in  Kladuo, 
the  well-known  mining  district. 

The  production  of  the  C.W.S.  ifaetories 
shows  considerable  progress,  their  sales 
being  increased  by  243  per  cent.,  or  from 
12,244,000  crowns  in  1920  to  42,055,854 
crowns  in.  1921.  This  total  value  is  distri- 
buted among  the  six  following  enter- 
prises:— Coffee  roastingTactory.  12.242,769 
crowns;  chicory,  1,513,230;  spice  mill, 
563,280;  broom,  238,500;  underclothing, 
2,853,109 ; corn-mills  in  Klaclno;  14.644,966. 

The  instability  of  prices  bad  a great 
bearing  upon  the  trade,  and  the  flexibility 
of  currency  made  agreements  for  import- 
ing difficult.  It  would  therefore  be  not 
surprising  if  these  difficulties  had  caused 
serious  financial  losses  to  the  Wholesale 
Society,  whose  trade  increased  from 
875,186.632  crowns  in  1920  to  980.355,328 
in  1921,  the  net  profit  being  2,166,427 
crowns.  This  amount,  however,  shows  a 
diminution  in  net  profit  by  219,125  crowns 
when  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and 
no  loss  as  experienced  in  other  countries. 

No  difficulties  stood  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  the  required  commodities.  ‘ The 
foodstuffs  were  provided  mainly  in  the 
home  markets.  Spices  were  imported  and 
green  coffee  bought  from  the  C.W.S.  in 
England.  In  1921  the  Wholesale  Society 
distributed  the  following  commodities 
among  the  consumers'  co-operatives:  — 
Coffee  and  cocoa  substitutes,  371,930  kilo- 
grammes; chicory.  348,280  cabbage  and 
sauerkraut,  379,780;  confectionery  and 
chocolate,  86,280;  jam.  34,543;  alcohol, 
liquor,  rum,  915,257  litres;  wine,  116.680 
litres;  eggs,  1,296  three-scores;  salt,  9,283 
truck  loads ; matches,  3,960  cases ; cucum- 
bers, 3,300  cases;  tomatoes,  613  cases'. 

Besides  the  above  commodities  the 
Wholesale  Society  supplied  the  consumers’ 
organisations  with  2,990.298  kilogrammes 
of  fat,  47,120  quarters  of  flour,  743  truck 
loads  of  potatoes,  16,754  tons  of  coal, 
leather  and  boot  accessories  to  the  value 
of  505,175  crowns,  1,283,588  kilogrammes 
of  petroleum,  20,000  kilogrammes  of  can- 
dles, 278,624  quarters  of  sugar,  or  232 
truck  loads  monthly.  As  regards  the  im- 
ported goods,  there  were  distributed  12,361 
kilogrammes  of  tea,  29^37  kilogrammes  of 
raisins,  178,160  kilogrammes. of  raw  coffee, 
280,547  kilogrammes  of  roasted  coffee, 
8,467  kilogrammes  of  almonds,  13,71  S 
kilogrammes  and  2,875  cases  of  tropical 
fruit,  whilst  97,681  kilogrammes  of  spices 
were  distributed. 

The  textile  department  is  gradually  be- 
coming the  most  important.  It  was  ex- 
tended by  buying  a large  house  in  Prague 
for  warehouse  and  offices.  The  depart- 
ment. not  being  able  to  procure  all  the 
necessary  goods  in  the  home  market, 
placed  many  orders  abroad,  and,  taking 
advantage  of  prices,  succeeded  in  supply- 
ing the  members  of  the  Co-operative  Asso- 
ciations with  cheaper  commodities  than 
private  undertakings.  It  dealt  with  8,054 
orders — 2,426  by  rail  and  7,628  bv  post. 
The  department  distributed  the  following 
goods: — Cotton  stuff,  938,585  metres; 
woollen  stuff* 1,  26,500  metres ; knitted 
goods,  41,160  pairs;  underwear,  18,978 
pieces;  underclothes  made  by  C’.W.S., 
62,342  pieces ; kerchiefs,  75,050  pieces ; 
smokers’  necessities,  22,975  dozens ; hats 
and  caps,  12,185  pieces ; threads,  48,026 
bobbins. 

There  are  thirteen  productive  societies 


THE  COMMUNIST  NIGHTMARE. 

SOVIET  78  PER  CENT.  RATE  OF 
INTEREST  ! 

The  omission  of  a phrase  in  the  article  on 
“The  Communist  Nightmare  of  Georgia’’ 
in  these  columns  a fortnight  ago  made  it 
appear  that  “ The  credit  actually  given  to 
co-operators  by  the  State  amounts  t-o  78  per 
cent.  p?r  annum.’’ 

AI.  Victor  Serwy  writes  “ The  correct 
wording  should  be  that  the  credit  given  to 
the  cc-operators  by  the  State,  and  through 
the  intermediary  of  the  Co-operative  Bank 
is  at  the  rate  of  interest  of  78  per  cent  •* 
Naturally  that,  makes  a great  difference. 

• he  Soviet  State.”  he  adds  “ accords 
credit  with  great  difficulty;  but  when  it 
does  accord  it,  it  is  at  a maximum  of  six 
months  for  a limited  sum.  and  the  interest 
to  be  paid  is  78  per  cent.” 


mentioned  in  tile  report  of  1921,  while  in 
1920  there  were  only  six  of  any  great  im- 
portance for  tlie  whole  co-operative  move- 
ment. Some  of  the  productive  societies 
have  increased  their  sale  from  30  to  100 
per  cent.  The  woven  goods  productive 
society  increased  its  sale  three  times  as 
compared  with  the  year  of  1920. 

The  most  important  undertaking  by  the 
Wholesale  during  the  past  year  was  the 
printing-house.  Previously,  all  printing 
and  the  newspaper,  “ Zpravodaj,”  were 
by  a private  firm,  and  this  sometimes 
caused  delay  in  issuing  price  lists, 
pamphlets,  Ac.  These  disagreeable  diffi- 
culties are  now  overcome.  In  the  course 
of  the  six  months  ending  December  31st, 
1921,  the  total  number  of  the  circulars 
and  papers  printed  in  the  new  establish- 
ment was  741,234. 

The  Wholesale  Society  has  five  branches, 
of  which  Moravska  Ostrava  is  the  greatest, 
supplying  180  consumers’  societies,  which 
represented  at  the  end  of  1921,  almost 
333,000  people. 


If  the  workers  fail  to  reach  Utopia  it  will  not 
bo  because  they  lack  guides  to  that  desirable 
country.  Almost  every  writer  who  can  put 
words  together  intelligently  now  deeins  liim- 
self  competent  to  instruct  democracy.  “ Of 
the  making  of  books  there  is  no  end,”  and  the 
high  cost  of  both  paper  and  printing  fails  to 
stop  the  production  of  new  books  primarily 
intended  for  working-class  consumption. 

Four,  such'  books  come  together  from  their 
publisliisfyv — all  ably  written,  well-printed,  and 
moderately  priced.  Three  of  these  volumes 
are  entirely  new  and  original,  the  fourth  is  an 
attractive  reprint  of  a once  famous  pamphlet 
first  published  nearly  one  hundred  years  ago. 
This  book  is  perhaps  the  most  important  of 
the  four ; and  wise  readers,  remembering 
Hazlitt’s  advice  to  prefer  old  books  to  new' 
ones,  wall  hardly  need  telling  to  buy  and  read 
it  first. 


I A Ricardisn  Socialist. 

“ Labour  Defended,”  Thomas  Kodak,, 
little  book,  now  reprinted  by  the  i , 1 
Publishing  Company,  at  the  very  Woj  ** 
price  of  eighteenpence,  certainly  deserv^ 
live.  Hodgskin  (1787-1860)  was  one  oUl 
little  group  of  Ricardian  Socialists,  whQ 
almost  the  first  writers  to  attack  the  dort  ■ 
promulgated  by  the  Classical  School  of  Eo  * 
mists,  and  from  whom  Marx  and  other  rev* 
tionary  thinkers  derived  most  of  their  it 
In  his  Labour  Defended  Against  the  (V 
of  Capital,”  first  published  in  182.1,  HodpU 
set  out  to  prove  the  right  of  labour  to  the 
produce  of  industry.  He  argued  that 
capital  alone  is  unproductive,  labour  prod»i 
all  wealth,  to  which  the  workers  are,  in 
sequence,  legitimately  entitled. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  his  general  agreco-^ 
with  .the  chief  tenets  of  latter-day  SockW 
Hodgskin  himself  inclined  to  individuals 
State  collectivism  had  no  attractions  for 
although,  as  Mr.  G.  D.  H.  Cole  points  out  bi 
brief  introduction  to  the  present  issue  of  fe 
book,  he  looked  with  favour  on  the  growth  a 
workers’  associations.  Mr.  Cole  suggests  that 
Hodgskin  influenced  working-class  thought 
at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  ceumy 
almost  as  greatly  as  Robert  Owen  did.  Tti* 
is  rather  doubtful.  What  is  certain  is'thit Ue 
workers  who  then  read  “ Labour  Defended,* . 
and  who  learned  how  they  were  robbed  by  tie 
owners  of  dead  capital,  eagerly  turned  ti 
‘'mutual  co-ojeration  ” as  a possible  tot  U ; 
escape  from  poverty.  Hodgskin,  who  rads 
with  Thompson,  Gray,  and  Bray,  wasontef 
the  forces  that  first  turned  men’s  tbongMi , 
towards  co-operative  industry,  and  evoj  I 
co-operative  student  should  possess  a copy  of 
this  admirable  reprint. 

Cause  of  Education. 

“ Secondary  Education  for  All : A Polk] 
for  Labour,”*  is  another  book  to  be  bought, 
and  read,  and  kept  for  future  use  and  refer- 
ence. This  important  work,  prepared  fa 
the  Education  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
Labour  Party,  is  edited  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Tawny, 
whose  fitness  to  discuss  questions  of  nat'icrul 
educational  policy  cannot  be  challenged,  a&l 
who  may  yet  become  the  first  Labour  Ministff 
of  Education.  It  can  be  said  at  once  that  s3 
good  citizens  ought  to  read,  mark,  learn,  ad 
inwardly  digest  the  information  contained  ia 
this  volume  of  nearly  160  pages.  If  they  do 
so,  there  will  be  new  hope  for  Britain. 

In  three  important  chapters,  which  dal 
respectively  with  “ The  Present  Position  d 
Secondary  Education,”  “ The  Programme  d 
Labour,”  and  “ The  Freeing  of  Secondary 
Education,”  the  whole  case  for  second*? 
educatiou  for  all  is  clearly  stated.  It  is stiJ 
commonly  believed  that  it  is  not  necessary  w 
poor  children  to  receive  further  iostructica 
after  reaching  the  age  of  thirteen  or  fourth 

‘ Secondary  Education  for  All  ” 8 Lab001' 
assertion  that  that  belief  is  founded  in  f>|* 
hood.  Labour  says  that  secondary  educate* 
must  be  provided  for  all  children  capabff 
profiting  thereby ; that  secondary  educal““ 
must  be  free  to  all ; and  that  an  a<io<lult* 
system  of  maintenance  allowances  must 
provided.  These  reforms  will  cost  motjb 
and  the  Government,  adopting  part  ® 
recommendations  of  the  now  notorious  0 
Committee,  have  already'  begun  ‘ 
expenditure  on  education.  Still,  it  rC 
true  that  the  nation  cannot  afford 
vide  secondary  education  for  all,  aD 
lucidly  written  chapter,  Mr.  Tavvney 
how  the  money  needed  can  be  found- 

The  two  remaining  works,  are  less  imp°W ^ 
although  both  make  interesting  reading 
“ The  Real  Enemy,”t  Mr.  Dan  Griffiths  bmr 
together  a number  of  arresting  little 
various  subjects  previously  published  in  ( 
and  Socialist  journals;  and  in 
New  Social  Order,” J Mr.  A.  Schvan 
that  the  economic,  social,  and  niotf  * 
which  curse  mankind  “ are  entirely 
false  conception  of  the  functions  of  < e ‘ ^ 
Mr.  Schvan’s  arguments  are  not  " 0 • ^ 
vincing,  for  there  arc  many  things  W ^ 
prehended  in  his  philosophy : but 
stimulates  new  thought,  while  bis  c0  ^ 
that  he  knows  the  truth  is  as  good  as  ‘ 
to  more  timorous  writers  and  rca^  y. 

• ’•  Secondary  Education  1<JT  All.”  

Unwin.  2-  6.1.  net..  Bet** 
t-n*>  Real  Enemy.”  InU^Y00*1  j 

ls.3d.  net-  « At*  ^ 

I ' Towards  a New  Social  Order.  Oo  k 
Unwin.  3=-  W-  »et- 


What  is  evaporated  milk  ? 


A drop  of  fresh  milk,  under  the  microscope,  looks  like  a cleai 
liquid  in  which  float  countless  minute  particles. 

This  clear  liquid  is  plain  water — the  little  particles  are  fats 
rad  other  chemical  substances. 

The  water,  though  it  forms  almost  go  per  cent,  of  the  total 
has  no  value  as  a food.  The  remaining  io  per  cent,  or  12  per 
cent,  contains  all  the  nutriment. 

Evaporated  milk  is  simply  fresh  milk  from  which  some  of 
this  useless  water  has  been  removed,  while  the  valuable  solids 
are  retained  in  concentrated  form.  It  is  still  a liquid  milk,  but 
has  the  consistency  of  fine  cream. 

Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  is  pure,  full-cream  cow’s  milk  of 
the  finest  quality,  which  has  undergone  this  treatment.  More 
than  half  the  natural  moisture  has  been  taken  away,  but  its 
richness  in  the  vital  body-building  elements  of  milk  is  more  than 
doubled.  It  is  sealed  in  air-tight  containers  and  sterilised  so 
that  it  keeps  fresh  and  pure  indefinitely. 

Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  is  a pure  and  wholesome  concen 
trated  food — the  best  and  most  reliable  milk  for  household  use, 
and  specially  for  children.  You  may  think  all  evaporated  milks 
are  alike  until  you  taste  Libby’s.  Then  you  will  understand 
why  its  flavour  and  creamy  consistency  makes  Libby’s  the 
superior  Evaporated  Milk. 

Order  a supply  of  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  from  your 
grocer  to-day — the  “ Blue  and  White  Pyramid  Label.” 

Let  your  grocer  be  your  milkman. 

Write  for  our  free  booklet  “Finer  Flavoured  Milk 
Dishes.”  It  is  full  of  delicious  butter  and  cream 
saving  recipes  that  will  please  the  whole  family.  ' 

Libby,  M9NeilI  & Libby,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  B),  London,  E.C.  3. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE  WITH 

RUSSIA— II. 


PREPARING  FOR  THE  GENERAL 
ELECTION. 


A SCHEME  TO  FINANCE  EXCHANGE  OF  GOODS. 


BY  THOMAS  PATRICK. 


...  contributor  deals  in  three  articles  with  this  much  discussed  question, 
we  are  not  responsible  for  his  proposals,  to  which  we  see  some  objections,  but 
irade  with  Russia,  if  it  can  be  embarked  upon,  has  endless  possibilities  for  co- 
nnerative  enterprise,  and  for  that  reason  we  publish  these  articles  as  containing 
.Leifir  suggestions  which  are  at  least  worthy  of  consideration.  The  first  article 
S!*c  was  published  last  week.— En.,  ••  C.  N.” 


I'm:  proposals  which  are  being  made  to 
foreign  capitalists  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment suggest  a method  by  which  co-operative 
irade  could  be  developed  between  this  country 
*nd  Russia. 

ll  will  be  remembered  that  the  directors  of 
the  C.W.S.,  in  reply  to  their  critics,  have 
rtferrerl  to  certain  obstacles  in  the  way.  which 
they  apparently  do  not  think  it  possible  to 
overcome  at  present.  They  point  out  that 
Ihey  have  already  supplied  large  consignments 
o(  goods  to  Russia  and  other  European  coun- 
tries including  Poland,  for  which  they  have 
found  it  no  easy  matter  to  obtain  payment. 

IVe  are  led  to  believe,  however,  by  state- 
ments made  by  C.W.S.  directors  who  recently 
nated  Russia,  that  satisfactory  arrangements 
fare  been  made,  so  far  as  Russia  is  concerned, 
for  the  full  payment  of  these  debts.  But  that, 
does  not  touch  the  real  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
Irade  with  Russia. 


Findamentals. 

The  argument  that  we  can  only  supply  such 
goods  to  Russia  as  she  can  pa}’  for  on  delivery, 
or  in  a few  months  afterwards,  ignores  the 
fundamentals  of  the  problem.  Like  the 
Russian  Government,  the  Russian  co-opera- 
tive-movement  requires  credits  in  the  form  of 
goods.  If  it  secures  such  credits  it  can  sell 
the  goods  through  the  co-operative  societies 
and  realise  a certain  surplus,  which  could  be 
devoted  to  providing  interest  and  a sinking 
fund  for  ultimately  liquidating  the  credits 
received.  But  pay  at  once  it  cannot. 

The  problem  amounts,  therefore,  to  this  : Is 
there  any  means  by  which  we  can  supply  such 
credits,  and  at  the  same  time,  while  helping 
the  Russian  co-operative  movement,  also  assist 
the  development  of  our  own  movcirfent  here  ? 
If  we  can  do  any  tiling  towards  setting  the. 
Russian  movement  solidly  on  its  feet  we  shall 
have  achieved  a great  success  at  the  expense 
of  the  international  capitalists  who  are  trying 
to  throttle  Russia,  and  the  possibilities  of 
international  co-operative  trade  -will  be 
triumphantly  demonstrated  to  the  whole 
forld.  Who  shall  measure  the  far-reaching 
effect  of  such  a success  1 

Feeling  confident  that  our  movement  can 
solve  this  problem,  I put  forward  the  following 
proposals,  which  I believe  will  be  found  in 
practice  to  lie  both  economically  and  poli- 
tically “ fool-proof.”  I trust  that  they  will 
he  discussed  on  their  merits,  and  I shall,  of 
course,  welcome  all  friendly  criticism  and 
^ogestions  for  improvement : — 

and  the  Russian  Centrosoyus 
| jointly  form  an  international  co-operative 
ra  »g  society  for  the  purpose  of  financing 
^•operative  trade  between  this  country  and 
su°h  society  to  consist 
*^0,000,  half  of  this  sum  to  be  provided  by 
organisation. 


it  •»  ^ share  of  this  capital,  altho 
fhall  ,n°Qlin3,1-v  he  provided  by  the  C.W 
be  raised  by  means  of  a natio 
. si°^rat'vc,  international  fund  (Russia), 
'c  all  our  co-operative  societies,  both  ] 
iuvcJ0  and  dktnbutive,  shall  be  asked 
Soctr  k*0  /01  every  thousand  memb 
deba  l(3]  Wi*llng  to  invest  more  should  nol 
idc' ..  horn  doing  so,  as  some  of  the  smr 
^ not  be  able  to  invest,  tho 
with  DOt  ')e  a h*g  amount  for  a soc 
members. 

nJl  car,iu>  thus  provided  by  the  Bri 
Ptedue Cnt  effect  he  used  mainly 

^msia0f^00('8  'n  our  Stories  for  expor 
the  a 0 h°  used  there  as  trading  capita 
feature  It  is  an  indispens. 

be  Cft  ' ° ^is  scheme  that  all  goods  sent  s 
^Pcrative  productions. 

PfovideVI10  ^uss'an  s‘cfe>  the  capital  tc 
of  a g i ^ t,le  Centrosoyus  will  be  li 
ibowfivj  ° !arncter,  including  warehouse 
bave1*-' ” tllC  'argC  towns>  There  • 


towns.  .mere 

distrilmr-  ° ,C  Pa>’meQt  for  the  transpoi 
rf°^i ol  tlle  s°oll>’  *"<1  to  th. 
0 icr  goods  or  materials  in  exel 
mn  movement  is  already 


. “'"v“»un  is  aireaav 
ilKi]!11)  1 llr8f  amount  of  filed  r 
m of  buildings;  See.,  which,  tho 


cannot  be  exported,  is  obviously  of  great  value 
for  trading  purposes-  inside  the  country. 

6.  All  the  financial  arrangements  for  floating 
the  society  to  be  carried  through  by  the 
C.W.S.  Baidc  in  conjunction  with  Centrosoyus. 

6.  All  surplus  arising  from  the  trade  done 
by  the  society  to  be  equally  divided  between 
the  two  national  organisations  composing  it. 
Any  profit  thus  accruing  to  the  C.W.S.  would 
then  bo  distributed  to  those  societies  here  who 
had  financed  the  international  organisation. 

7.  The  capital  of  the  international  society 
to  be  increased  in  any  proportion  desired  at 
any  time,  provided  that  50  per  cent,  of  the 
capital  is  held  by  the  C.W.S.  on  behalf  of  the 
British  movement. 

8.  It  is  also  suggested  that  trade  unions 
wishing  to  help  Russia  shall  be  eligible  to 
invest  money  in  the  society,  any  sums  so 
invested  to  be  in  multiples  of  £50,  such  invest- 
ments nol  to  confer  on  the  holdera  any  share 
in  the  management  of  the  enterprise,  which 
must  be  purely  co-operative  in  character. 

Overcoming  Chief  Difficulty. 

This  scheme  will  enable  us  to  get  over  the 
chief  difficulty.  We  shall  be  able  to  provide 
a large  volume  of  goods  as  our  share  of  the 
capital,  and  assuming  that  a modest  profit  of 
6 per  cent,  is  made  on  our  capital  share  of 
£250.000,  this  will  mean  that  it  will  only  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  Russians  to  export 
annually  about  £15,000  worth  of  goods,  which 
is  easily  within  their  capacity. 

The  immediate-  result,  so  far  as  the  Russian 
eo-operators  are  concerned,  would  be  as  fol- 
lows : They  get  between  £200,000  and 

£250,000  worth  of  capital  in  the  form  of  goods. 
These  will  go  much  further  there  than  they, 
. would  here,  owing  to  the  difference  in  internal 
values.  Goods  worth  £200.000  in  this  country 
would  at  the  present  moment  be  worth 
2,000,000,000,000  paper  roubles  in  Russia  ! 

It  is  as  well  to  remember,  too,  that  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  rouble  has  now'  ceased  ; prices 
have  been  falling  during  the  last  two  months, 
and  will  fall  still  more  after  the  harvest  is 
gathered  in.  This  means  that  the  value  of 
Russian  currency  will  appreciate  with  every 
increase  in  the  production  of  commodities. 
The  Government  anticipate  that  they  will  be 
able  to  balance  the  budget  next  year,  and 
should  Russia  secure  good  harvests  during  the 
next  two  or  three  years,  her  chief  difficulties 
will  have  been  overcome.  The  only  question 
to  be  decided  then  will  be  this : At  what  rate 
is  Russia  going  to  move  forward  to  its  fullest 
possible  development  1 

The  co-operators  in  this  country  have  a 
glorious  opportunity  to  help  their  cause 
nationally  and  internationally,  and  it  will  be 
a tragedy  if  such  an  opportunity  is  allowed  to 
slip.  We  have  to  risk  a little  to  achieve 
much.  Let  us  seize  the  opportunity  with  both 
hands. 

In  the  next  article  I propose  to  discuss  the 
general  prospects  of  Russia  in  the  near  future, 
and  in  particular  of  the  Russian  co-operative 
movement. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

thoroughly  satisfied.  He  never  fails  to  em- 
phasise the  fact  that  lie  is  first  and  fore- 
most a Co-operative  candidate,  and  that  his 
duty,  if  returned  to  Westminster,  will  be 
to  see  to  it  that  the  ideals  of  co-operation 
are  given  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
themselves  in  our  national  life. 

The  work  of  organisation  is  fairly  well 
forward,  and  a strong  committee  is  making 
substantial  progress  in  preparation  for  the 
battle.  Councillor  Henderson  notes  with 
satisfaction  that  one  of  the  pleasant  experi- 
ences in  connection  with  the  work  was  the 
fact  that  a meeting  called  for  the  purpose 
ot  dealing  with  organisation,  and  held  on 
one  of  the  finest  of  the  summer  evenings, 
yet  secured  an  attendance  of  about  seventy 
representatives  of  all  the  co-operative 
organisations  in  the  division.  If  that  spirit 
is  maintained,  it  looks  as  if  Tradeston  might 
be  written  down  as  one  of  our  certainties. 

Some  time  ago  there  was  a suggestion 
that  the  election  would  be  complicated  by 
ilie  appearance  of  a Communist  candidate, 
but  tins  is  now  thought  to  be  improbable, 
hud  it  is  almost  certain  that  there  will  lie 
a straight  fight  between  the  Co-operative 
and  the  Coalition  candidates. 


WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 


VIII.— TRADESTON,  GLASGOW,  AND 

COUNCILLOR  TOM  HENDERSON. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL 


There  are  some  peculiarly  strong  reasons 
why  the  Tradeston  Division  of  Glasgow 
should  be  i represented  by  a co-operator  in 
Parliament.  A compact  section  of  the  divi- 
sion may  he  said  to  shelter  the  very  nerve 
centre  of  co-operation  in  Scotland.  Here 
are  situated  the  offices  of  the  S. C.W.S. — at 
95,  Morrison-street— -more  familiarly  known 
from  Gretna  Green  to  John  o'  Groats  as 
41  95  ” ; and  within  the  same  area  are  the 
offices  of  the  Scottish  Section  of  the  Co- 
operative Union,  of  the  Women’s  Guild,  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society, 
Glasgow  and  District  Conference  Associa- 
tion,^ and  the  Scottish  office  of  the  Co- 
operative Party,  whilst  it  is  also  the  area 
in  which  “ Progress  ” Society — Glasgow's 
non-dividend  co-operative  society  operates ; 
and  a large  part  of  the  constituency  is  also 
covered  by  the  activities  of  the  Kinning 
Park  Society,  the  central  offices  of  which 
are  just  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  divi- 
sion. Round  “95,”  and  stretching  far  out 
on  every  side  of  it,  rise  great  co-operative 
buildings — offices,  showrooms,  stores,  halls, 


Councillor  T.  Henderson. 

garages,  stables,  timber  yards,  &c.,  form- 
ing one  congeries  of  co-operative  wealth  and 
property. 

If  we  were  to  make  a claim  for  repre- 
sentation on  the  once  popular  ground  of 
property,  the  right  of  co-operation  to  the 
seat  could  hardly  be  disputed.  But  if  we 
base  our  claim,  as  we  prefer  to  do,  on  the 
type  of  the  electorate,  the  claim  becomes 
infinitely  stronger,  for  not  only  are  large 
numbers  of  Wholesale  officials  and  employees 
resident  in  the  division,  but  there  is  also 
a great  membership  belonging  to  one  or 
other  of  the  two  retail  societies  already 
named. 

Tradeston  may  be  regarded  as  a typical 
working-class  constituency — typically  work- 
ing class  in  that  it  has  few  rich  ratepayers, 
but  is  a great  hive  composed  of  all  sections 
of  the  workers,  from  the  poorest  paid  un- 
skilled divisions  up  to  the  comfortable  ranks 
of  the  salaried  section.  It  is  rather  strange, 
therefore,  to  find  such  a constituency  re- 
presented by  a Conservative  in  Parliament. 
Such  an  anomaly,  however,  is  not  unique, 
and  no  doubt  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
last  General  Election  had  something  to  do 
with  the  result. 

Even  in  the  matter  of  co-operative  efforts 
at  Parliamentary  representation,  Tradeston 
lias  something  of  a history.  It  was  here 
that  Sir  William  Maxwell  (then  Mr.  Max- 
well. and  chairman  of  the  S. C.W.S.)  fought 
in  the  election  of  1900.  The  chief  topic 
ol  that  time  was  the  South  African  War — 
it  was  a khaki  election — and  as  usual  the 
electors  allowed  themselves  to  be  moved  by 
questions  of  so-called  patriotism  rather  than 
considerations  affecting  the  well-being  of  the 
people.  The  result  was  that  Sir  William, 
who  was  put  forward  as  a Radical  candi- 
date, and  was  opposed  to  the  accepted  atti- 
tude of  the  war,  was  defeated,  although  lie 
secured  the  excellent  poll  of  close  on  3,000 
votes,  at  a time  when  electorates  were  much 
smaller  than  they  are  to-day. 

At  the  General  Election  of  1918  Mr. 
James  M'Dougall  was  the  Labour  nominee, 
but  was  defeated.  Tradeston’s  nearest 
neighbours  are  the  Gorbalsrand  Govan  Divi- 
sions, tlfh  former  represented  in  Parliament 
by  Mr.  George  Barnes  and  the  latter  by 
Air.  Neil  Maclean. 

The  co-operative  nominee  who  waits  the 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


coming  of  the  next  electoral  struggle  is 
Councillor  Tom  Henderson,  a man  well 
known  to  most  co-operators  in  the.  West 
of  Scotland.  Councillor  Henderson  comes  of 
the  breed  of  .pioneers,  and  although  by  no 
means  a veteran  in  years,  has  had  long  and 
varied  experience  in  labour  and  co-operative 
affairs.  He  is  a native  of  Burntisland,  in 
Fifeshire,  where'  his  father  was  one  of  the 
-founders  ol  one  of  the  olrl  baking  societies, 
many  of  which  came  into  existence  in  the 
40’s  and  50’s  of  last  century  as  forerunners 
of  the  stores  of  to-day.  Himself . a keen 
Chartist  and  Radical,  and  with  a vivid  and 
painful  recollection  of  the  “ hungry  forties,” 
the  older  man  gave  a reforming  and  pro- 
gressive bent  ,to  his  son's  mind,  which  the 
latter’s  own  experience  only  deepened  and 
intensified. 

At  eighteen  years  of  age  the  future  coun- 
cillor left  his  native  place,  and  after  a short 
time  in  Kinghorn  as  a journeyman  ship’s 
carpenter,  lie  came  to  the  Clyde,  and  imme- 
diately and  with  characteristic  energy  threw 
himself  into  the  work  of  the  trade  union 
and  labour  movements,  and  was  speedily 
selected  for  official  positions.  Shortly  after- 
wards he  went  to  Belfast,  where’  he  con- 
tinued active,  and  where  he  joined  the  In- 
dependent Labour  Party  almost  1 imme- 
diately on  its  inauguration.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  twenty-three,  and  at  once  began  to 
identify  himself  in  a practical  fashion  with 
the 'co-operative  movement.  He  was  for 
some  years  a member  of  the  educational 
committee  of -the  Belfast  Society,  and  took 
a deep  interest  in  establishing  and  working 
for  the  advancement  of  workers'  educational 
classes.  He  helped  in  forming  -a  class  for 
co-operation  with  Ruskin  College,  and  set 
himself  to  take  full  advantage  of  its  facili- 
ties, so  as  to  make  good  as  far  as  possible 
the  deficiencies  of  a too  meagre  education. 
This  side  of  the  co-operative  movement,  as 
well  as  the  educational  side  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Labour  Party,  has  always  had 
strong  attractions  for  him,  and  he  has  never 
ceased  to  labour  on  their  behalf.  During 
the  Dublin  Congress  of  1914,  Mr.  Henderson 
was  a member  of  the  Reception  Committee. 

Returning  to  Glasgow,  he  resumed  his 
former  activities  on  behalf  of  trade  unionism 
and  the  I.L.P.,  as  well  as  of  co-operation. 
He  became  a member  of  Kinning  Park  So- 
ciety, and  was  successively  elected  to  the 
educational  committee  and  the  board  of 
management.  Later  the  call  came  for  him 
to  add  municipal  labours  to  his  other  duties, 
and  at  the  municipal  elections  in  1918  lie 
defeated  a well-known  gentleman  who  had 
sat  for  the  lbrox  Ward  for  over  nineteen 
years.  When  the  redistribution  of  munici- 
pal seats  in  Glasgow  necessitated  what  was 
called  “ the  general  municipal  elections  ” 
of  last  year,  it  found  Councillor  Henderson 
again  triumphantly  at  the  head  of  the  poll, 
and  in  front  of  several  other  successful  and 
popular  colleagues.  As  the  municipal  ward 
which  lie  represents  forms  ail  important  part 
of  the  Parliamentary  Division  of  Tradeston, 
it  can  readily  be  seen  that  his  repeated 
municipal  success  and  liis  popularity  with 
the  municipal  electors  warrant  the  highest 
hopes  of  his  success  when  the  Parliamentary 
election  conies  round.  As  indicating  Coun- 
cillor Henderson’s  energy  and  his  faithful- 
ness to  duty,  it  may  lie  noted  that  through- 
out his  membership  of  the  Town  Council  lie 
has  continued  at  work  as  an  operative 
carpenter,  leaving  the  workshop  for  the 
municipal  chamber  as  occasion  required. 

It  is  questionable  if  there  is  any  more 
hard-working  public  representative  in  the 
city  of  Glasgow,  for  not  only  has  lie  his 
ordinary  day’s  labour  to  do  and  committee 
and  council  meetings  to  attend,  but,  in  addi- 
tion, every  day  brings  with  it  a host  of 
people  seeking  his  assistance  or  advice  on 
the  thousand  and  one  subjects  to  which  a 
public  man  is  expected  to  give  his  attention. 

These  duties  Councillor  Henderson 

never  shirks,  and  as  his  record  is  known 

to  most  of  the  electors  in  the  division,  it 

cannot  fail  to  react  in  his  favour  as  a 

Parliamentary  candidate. 

Like  many  another  active  co-operative  and 
labour  worker,  the  councillor  admits  that 
all  tin’s  would  be  impossible  but  for  the  fact 
that  lie  lias  tho  active  sympathy  and  support 
of  a wife  whose  interest  in  these  matters  :s 
as  keen  and  as  conscientious  as  his  own.  * 

He  is  a fluent  and  forcible  speaker,  as 
many  co-operative  audiences  know,  and  on 
this  head  will  give  a good  account  of  him- 
self. Since  his  acceptance  as  a Co-onerative 
candidate,  lie  has  been  busy  in  the  con* 
stituenev,  and  has  addressed  a considerable 
number  of  indoor  and  outdo: r meetings,  with 
the  results  of  which  he  expresses  himself 

[Continued  at  foot  of  second  column.] 
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DIED  IN  HARNESS. 

FUNERAL  OF  MR.  A.  H AINSWORTH. 

Full  evidence  of  the  high  esteem  in  which 
the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Hainsworth  was  held  was 
furthcoming  at  the  funeral,  which  took  place 
on  Friday,  last  week,  at  Queensbury,  a town 
of  some  6,000  inhabitants  situate  on  the  edge 
of  the  Yorkshire  moors,  standing  1,130  feet 
above  the  sea  level.  The  interment  was  at- 
tended by  a large  number  of  residents  and 
representatives  of  the  various  organisations 
in  the  district. 

As  recorded  in  our  last  issue,  Mr.  Hains- 
worth,  who  was  a member  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society’s  general  committee,  prac- 
tically diort  in  harness.  He  addressed  a meet- 
ing of  the  Pcckham  Women’s  Guild  on  Monday, 
last  week,  and  was  subsequently  taken  with  a 
seizure,  which  necessitated  his  removal  to  the 
King’s  College  Hospital  at  Denmark  Hill.  The 
end  came  on  Tuesday  morning,  to  the  great 
grief  of  a wide  circle  of  friends. 

The  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  burial 
ground,  attached  to  the  Queensbury  Baptist 
Church.  Mr.  Hainsworth  was  the  seventh 
member  of  the  family  to  be  interred  in  the 
family  vault.  The  day  was  gloomy  and 
depressing,  rain  falling  in  intermittent  showeis. 
The  first  part  of  the  last  rites  was  conducted 
by  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Jones  in  the  schoolroom,  on 
account  of  the  church  being  in  the  decorators' 
hands.  In  the  course  of  an  impressive  address, 
the  minister  referred  to  Mr.  Hainsworth’s 
association  with  Queensbury  prior  to  his 
removal  to  Woolwich,  and  made  particular 
reference  to  his  connection  with  that  church 
as  secretary  extending  over  a period  of  twenty 
years.  The  coffin  was  borne  to  the  grave  by 
four  cousins. 

The  chief  mourners  were  Mrs.  Hainsworth 
(widow),  Mr.  F.  Hainsworth  (son),  Mr.  J. 
Hainsworth  (brother)  and  family,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Hainsworth  (brother)  and  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nevison  (sister)  and  family. 

There  were  also  present : Mr.  F.  Denman 
(C.W.S.  director) ; Mrs.  Gasso’n,  representing 
.Southern  Sectional  Board,  and  Metropolitan 
District  Association  ; Mr.  R.  Wale  (chairman), 
Messrs.  J.  Sheppard  and  W.  R.  Reynolds,  Royal 
Arsenal  Society’s  general  committee ; Mr.  W. 
B.  Neville  (secretary)  ; Mr.  Duffield,  Royal 
.Arsenal  Society’s,  educational  ^committee ; 
Messrs.  Hodgson  (committee)  . and  Bennett 
(secretary),  Bradford  Society.  Representatives 
were  also  present  from  the  Queensbury  Society, 
the  Urban  District  Council  and  Overseers,  the 
Liberal  Club,  and  Baptist  Church. 

There  were  numerous  wreaths. 


ITEMS  OF  INTEREST. 

Reading  Society’s  sales  for  the  past  half- 
year  show  an  increase  in  the  bulk  of  the  goods 
supplied,  but  a decrease  in  the  amount  of 
money  received.  The  sales  for  the  period 
amount  to  £220,166,  and  the  members  now 
total  15,406.  No.  39  Prospect-street,  Cavers- 
ham,  has  been  purchased,  and  is  being  made 
into  a confectionery  shop.  The  travelling 
oven  at  the  bakery  is  also  completed,  and  this 
department  is  now  able  to  cope  with  a bigger 
trade.  ' ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  education  department  of  the  Sheerness 
Economical  Society  have  arranged  a further 
week-end  school  at  Sheerness  for  September 
23rd  and  24th.  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A., 
B.Com.,  will  deliver  two  lectures  on  Saturday, 
at  3 p.ni,  and  7 p.m.  ; and  another  one  on 
Sunday  noon  at  11  a.m.,  on  “Co-operation 
at  Home  and  Abroad. ’’  He  will  also  address 
a P.S.A.  meeting  at  3 p.m.  on  Sunday  after- 
noon. The  terms  from  Saturday  tea  to.  Sun- 
day tea  are  10s.  each.  Particulars  may  be 
secured  from  Mr.  A.  J.  Gough,  45,  Alexandra- 
road,  Sheerness.  . ♦ . 

In  conjunction  with  the  C.W.S.  exhibition 
department,  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  are 
holding  a display  of  co-operative  goods  at  the 
Camberwell  Baths  from  November  ,25th  to 
December  2nd.  ♦ * . 

Mr.  Leonard  Woolf  has  agreed  to  deal  with 
the  question  of  “ Working  Together  in  the 
Co-operative  Movement  ” at  a Southern 
Sectional  Conference,  in  London,  on  January 
13th. 

A highly  satisfactory  report  wifi  be  pre- 
sented by  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  com- 
mittee at  the  next  quarterly  meeting.  After 
allowiug  for  depreciation,  interest  on  share 
capital,  &c.,  a surplus  of  £66,800  remains,  and 
this  provides  a dividend  of  la.  in  the  pound  on 
members’  purchases.  In  view  of  the  depres- 
sion which  exists,  the  result  is  very  encourag- 
ing, and  indicates  the  sound  position  of  the 
society’s  finances, 
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SWAFFHAM  STRIDES 

FORWARD. 

C.W.S. EXHIBITION  IN  NORFOLK 

COUNTRY  TOWN. 

A UNIQUE  SOCIETY. 


hr  was  certainly  somewhat  of  an  enter- 
prise for  a small  society  like  Snail  ham,  in 
small  Norfolk  country  town,  to  entertain  tile 
idea  of  a C.W.S.  Exhibition.  But  the 
Swaffham  Society  is  in  some  ways  unique 

As  Mr.  E.  Woodard  (managing  secretary) 
said  in  his  brief  review  of  the  history  r-f  the 
society  at  the  opening  ceremony,  it  was  some- 
thing of  an  achieven.ont  for  a society  which 
started  with  a capital  of  £30,  to  pay  a div‘ 
clend  of  Is.  8d.  in  its  first  quarter.  But  i 
1887,  when  the  society  was  founded,  things 
were  different  from  what  they  are  tc-dav, 
for  the  rent  of  their  first  sliop  was  only 
Is.  6d.  per  week,  which,  in  itself  must  be 
something  of  a record.  But  that  is  not  all. 
The  great  slump  in  trade  which  came  in  1921 
and  shook  compierc-e  to  its  foundations,  nut 
only  left  the  Swaffham  Society  undisturbed 
but  actually  found  it  striding  forward.  For. 
whereas  early  in  1920  the  dividend  wafe  only 
6d.,  it  rose  from  that  figure  to  lOd  , and  then 
on  to  Is.  2d.,  at  which  it  has  stood  ever 
since;  and  not  only  that,  but  over  and  above 
their  share  capital  investment  in  the  C.W.S. 
the  society  has  put  £2,500  in  the  C.W.S. 
special  deposit  scheme.  In  consequent*?, 
when  the  new  bakery,  now  nearly  finished, 
comes  to  he  paid  for,  there  will  lie  no  ques- 
tion of  getting  a bank  overdraft,  but  the 
whole  cost  will  be  paid  out  of  funds  in  hand. 

An  Exceedingly  Sound  Financial  Position. 

Mr.  AY.  T.  Charter,  who  opened  liie  exhibi- 
tion, said  lie  was  struck  with  admiration  at 
the  sound  position  the  above  facts  poui 
t rayed.  He  had  gone  very  carefully  through 
their  balance  sheet,  and  had  to  congratulate 
the  members  of  the  society  on  the  fact  that 
their  stocks  were  being  turned  over  tliree- 
a lid-n -half  times  a year.  The  society  was  in 
an  exceedingly  sound  financial  position.  The 
crisis  which  the  movement  had  recently  gone 
through,  lie  went  on.  was  a crisis  due  to  war. 
Wars  were  caused  by  capitalist  greed,  hut  in 
the  present  growth  of  National  Co-operative 
A\  holesale  Societies,  and  the  prospects  in  the 
future  for  an  International  Wholesale 
Society,  he  believed  was  bound  up  the  future 
peace  of  the  world. 

Speaking  particularly  of  the  English 
Wholesale  Society,  lie  dwelt  on  the  fact  that 
it  came  into  existence  to  defend  tiie  move- 
ment against  -n  threatened  boycott  of  11101- 
chants  and  manufacturers.  How  well  it  had 
succeeded,  lie  said,  could  lie  seen  from  its 
present  immense  organisation,  from  which  he 
would  select  three  instances.  The-,  C W S 
were  the  biggest  flour  millers  in  England  - 
they  had  the  largest  boot  factory  in  Enron*  : 
and  the  biggest  tea  business  in  the  world' 

The  Swaffham  Tinker. 

A number  of  locvil  societies,  including 
Norwich,  Brandon,  Sheringham  Fake  iiham" 
Lnkenheatli,  and  Melton  Constable  sent 
delegates  to  the  exhibition,  and  at  the 
delegates’  tea, 

-Air.  F,  Knock  (president-  r.f  the  Swaffham 
Society)  gave  a brief  history  of  the  -Swaffham 
tinker,  who,  through  a dream,  discovered 
buned  treasure  in  his  garden,  and  rebuilt  th* 
very  handsome  Swaffham  Cliureh,  which 
with  its  tower  and  spire  is  a landmark  for 
miles  around. 

Air.  Edgar  Clarke  (the  new  general 
manager  of  Norwich  Society)  very  appro- 
priately remarked  that  digging  for  buried 
treasure  was  a very  doubtful  business,  but 
that,  the  co-operators  of  Swaffham  had 
learned  one  thing  better,  that  i„  co-opera- 
tion and  steadfast  work  lay  true  prosperity 
they  might  net  discover  pots  of  buried 
money,  but  they  were  laying  the  foundations 
01  tile  Lo-operative  Commonwealth. 


A SERIOUS  CHARGE. 

ALLEGED  FALSIFICATION  AT  DEVIZES. 


At  a special  sitting  of  the  Devizes  magis- 
trates on  AA'cilnesday  last  week  before  the 
Mayor  (Mr.  T.  H.  S.  Ferris)  in  the  chair 
and  Captain  B.  H.  Cunnington,  Alexander 
Pottage,  who  has  been  employed  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Devizes  Co-operative  Society  for 
some  years  past,  was  charged  with  the  falsi- 
fication of  tb?  accounts  of  the  Devizes  Co- 
operative Society. 

P.C.  Ravenhall  stated  that  on  Monday, 
the  21st  ult.,  lie  received  a warrant  for  the 
arrest  of  the  accused  at  Derby.  O11  Tues- 
day, the  22nd  ult.,  witness  found  him 
detained  at  the  Darby  - Borough  Police 
Station.  He  cautioned  him  and  read  thy 
warrant  to  him.  Prisoner  said  in  reply: 

1 have  forwarded  a full  explanation  to  11’i.v 
firm,  the  Devizes  Co-operative  Siciecv,’’ 
adding  that- he  wished  to  do  everything’  in 
his  power  to  assist  his  firm  and  the  police 
dear  the  matter  up.  On  the  return 
journey  he  informed  witness  that  he  had 
purchased  a razor  with  the  intention  of  com- 
mitting suicide,  hut  upon  reflection  thought 
better  of  it. 

Supt.  Foreman  asked  that  prisoner  should 
he  remanded  for  11  week  in  ousted v.  in  order 
that  inquiries  might  be  completed. 

This  was  granted. 


A GAY  SCENE. 


CHILDREN'S  FETE  AT  WINDSOR. 


There  is  110  resident  in  the  rcy.il  castle -- 
that  is  when  it  is  in  occupation — who  has  had 
a happier  day  than  the  children  attending 
t lie  \\  indsor  Society’s  fete  op  Wednesday 
Inst  week.  It  is  well  to  see  these  festive 
times  .among  the  young,  even  though  educa- 
tional grants’  are  011  .the  .down  grade.  The 
AA'iudsor  Society,"  like  many  other.,  has  ex- 
perienced discouragement  owing  to  the 
prevalent  depression.  The  royal  borough  is 
by  no  means  a fertile  spot  for  the  growth  of 
the  co-operative  plant.  There  are  in  big 
works  able  to  furnish'  a solid  membership. 
Tlie  chief  prosperity  emanates  from  the 
King’s  residence,  which  dominates  the  whole 
district  fr:an  an  elevated  position  overlook- 
ing the  Thames.  The  regal  influence  per- 
vades everything; — one  noted  that  even  the 
local  chimney  sweep  displays  the  royal  c(,at- 
of-nrms ! 

In  addition  to  having  a restricted  field 
from  which  to  draw  members,  the  society  is 
handicapped  by  the  severe  competition  of  the 
multiple  shops  which  crowd  the  principal 
business  streets.  In  .spite  of  these  difficul- 
ties the  local  stalwarts . are  doing  their 
utmost  to  keep  the  co-operative  flag  flying. 
The  committee  were  determined  that  the 
rising  generation  should  not  suffer  from  the 
present  temporary  slump.  This  de<  ision 
was  a wise  one,  for  not  only  were  the  children 
given  a real  good  time,  but  the  event  served 
ns  an.  excellent  advertisement  for  the 
society. 

A gay  scene  was  witnessed  on  the  historic 
Bachelor’s  Acre,  where  the  children,  in  holi- 
day attire,  assembled.  A procession,  bonded 
b.y  the  Prize  Band  of  St.  Mary’s  School, 
Southall,  marched  through  the  taw  11  to  the 
grounds  of  the  Imperial  Service  College. 
Many  of  the  children  were  attired  in  fanev 
costumes  representing  C.AV.S.  productions", 
and  this  added  colour  and  brightness  to  the 
scene.  Altogether  a hold  display  was  made, 
which  was  very  creditable  to  the  society, 
whilst  the  claims  of  the  various  C.AA'  S. 
special  lines  were  brought  prominently  before 
the  public. 

On  arrival  at  the  college  grounds,  the 
juveniles  were  soon  actively  engaged  in  the 
various  sports  and  competitions,  fur  which 
there  were  nearly  400  entries.  The  races 
were  keenly  competed,  an  interesting. feature 
bein.g  the  tiny  tots  event  for  children’  undoi 
six  years  They  appeared  to  he  like  ani- 
mated dolls  in  their  white  frocks  as  thev 
toddled  down  the  field.  For  the  older 

children  there  were  Pelaw  boot  polishing  and 

Pelaw  liquid  metal  p fishing  competitions, 
which  evoked  unlimited  amusement.  The 
girls  also  showed  their  skill  in  washing 
clothes  with  C.AA’.S.  soap.  So  efficient  was 
the  work  performed  that  the  judges  had  a 
great-  difficulty  in  making  the  awards 
1 nzes  were  also  given  for  the  best  fancy" 
dross  and  the  best  advertisement  costume. 

At  intervals  during  the  dav  Profess.!*- 
AA  ebb's  Punch  and  Judy  show  (engaged 
through  the  C’.AY.S.)  gave  perf.  nuances  to 
large  and  appreciative  audiences.  The  St. 
Mary’s  School  Band  from  Southall,  under  the 
conductorsliip  of  Mr.  G.  Dunn,  p laved 
selections  of  music.  The  children,  mimbar- 
mg  nearly  1,000,  were  supplied  with  a sub- 
stantial tea  bv  the  committee.  AA’itli  the 
prevalence  of  fine  weather  the  fete  proved 
an  encouraging  success.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  secure  this  end  bv  the  Committee 
whilst  good  service  was  also  rendered  bv 
-Mr.  A.  |.  Perkins  (secretary).  Air.  Dunn 
(president),  Mr.  Dellnr  (manager),  and  Mr 
Adams  (a  member  of  the  London  Society’s 
general  committee).  The  prizes  were  dis- 
tributed by  Mrs.  D. mu. 

-\  ’neritoi-ious  display  of  retpi'iblm  m, 
mn  le  on  tlie  Kl'cmmls  by  Mr.  Gr.-tonror,!  frr,n, 
tlie  reliable  seeds  supplied  bv  tbc  -nr-ietv 


ALL  THE  FUN  OP  Tllr 
FAIR. 

GALA  DAY  AT  KINGS  LYNj. 

The  annual  children’s  gala  0f 
Lynn  Society  was  held  \V .'P, 


About  1,300  child^n0** 
b’od  at  the  central  stores.  ,m\  PreJ' 


August  23rd 
b'ad  at  the  1 

tlie  King’s  Lynn  Town  Band 
way,  via  Londu  11-road.  St.  .1 
Tower-street,  Blackfr 

the  fi 


ot, 


The  amusements 
roundabouts. 


Field. 

, , "iisislfej 

mgs,  donkey  and  |ony  2 
and  last,  but  not  least,  a Punch  am  1 
show.  During  the  afternoon  mi *ex<  ii 
sports  programme  was  completed; 
spirit  of  friendly  rivalry  created  .Vmoiim' 
children. 

Four  o’clock"  saw  half  the  vuiiiw,. 
sitting  down  to  tea  in  a enornnm.  ni.nl, 
and  the  other  half  satisfied  tlie  nival, 
hunger  at  5 p.m.  Tea  was  excellently  ^ 
by  the  wives  of  the  members  of  the  tin, 
committee,  the  Co-operative  Women’s Gui 
also-membcrs  of  the  staff  and  ilicir 

After  tea  the  obstacle  rut*?,  which  had  k, 
held  over,  was  run  off,  and  created  m 
excitemeut ; whilst  later  nuts  and  .*,*» 
were  scrambled  fur  with  zest  On  aim 
facing  the  Broad  AA'alk,  twenty  hi 
with  oacli  other  in  a bent-polishing 
tkm  and  twenty  girls  endeavoured  to ect 
lisli  a pre-eminence  in  shining  sp^ 
Materials,  which  were  kept  by  the  eoni|«> 
tors,  and  prizes  were  provided  bv  tl 
C’.AY.S.,  Pelaw. 

A happy  but  tired  band  disposed  nt 
■p.m:,  each  child  receiving  a nnit.-li-toT 
bun  on  leaving  the  field.  Thanks  .ire  da; 
all  who -took  part  and  endeavoured  to  cult 
the  day  such  a brilliant  success.  Duriu 
afternoon  and  evening  selections  werem 
dered  by  the  Town  Band 


FLOWER  SHOW 

AVILLESDEN. 


AT 


Stowmarket  co-operators  are  to  have 
facilities  for  borrowing  from  the  Fabian 
Society  all  tbs  best  works  dealing  with  every 
phase  of  modern  Socialism. 


The  second  annual  exhibition  and  flower 
how  held  by  the  educational  committee  of 
the  North-West  London  Society  took  place 
on  the  premises  of  the  society’s  new  bakery 
the  Duckling  Hill-lane,  on  August  19tli. 
There  was  an  excellent  display  of  exhibits, 
especially  in  the  vegetables,  which  speaks 
well  for  the  interest  displayed  by  the  mem- 
bers in  their  allotments. 

Mr.  Hardy  (management  committee) 
opened  the  exhibition,  and  remarked  that 
the  judges  had  had  a difficult  task  in  de- 
ciding the  prize-winners,  owing  to  the  high 
quality  of  practically  all  the  exhibits  in  the 
show. 

A series  of  races  were  run  by  the  young- 
sters during  the  afternoon,  and  the  even- 
ing was  given  over  to  dancing  by  old  and 
young  alike. 

Mr.  Hardy  distributed  the  prizes  during 
the  evening  to  the  successful  competitors, 
and  then  held  a mock  auction  of  vegetables 
and  flowers  given  to  the  committee  for 
such  purpose. 


The  Pcnge  and  Beckenham  Choral  S r tv, 
which  is  run  in  connection  with  tlie  South 
Suburban  Society,  will  commence  rehearsing 
011  the  11th  iust.,  under  the  conclude  rsliin 
of  .Air.  Percy  Bullion  11. 

V/ith  the  commendable  object  of  aiding 
the  Russian  famine  fund,  a sports  meeting 
will  he  held  at  the  Herne  Hill  track  on 
Saturday,  September  9th.  A11  attractive 
list  of  events  has  been  arranged,  open  to 
members  of  co-operative,  trade  union, 
labour,  and  other  organisations.  Entry 
forms  are  obtainable  from  Mr.  A\\  M'Laine, 
35,  Gray's  Inn-road,  AA’.C’.l. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS, 


Bradford-on-Avon. — The  report  jnescnirj 
to  the  half-yearly  meeting  on  liiursduy ' 
week  showed  the  number  ot  i..  -mbeis  to W 
1,245.  Shan?  capital  amounted  to  £3. 
an  increase  of  £1,326  over  hi*1.  Inill- 
and  an  increase  of  £1,925  * v.*r  the  c 
spending  period  of  the  prewuns 
Penny  bank  chums  totalled  t'-VilO. 
for  the  half-year  amounted  te  i 23,92(1 
decrease  of  £1,863  compared  with  last  luf 
year.  In'  consequence  of  the  i-eiitiiiool dn 
in  prices,  tlie  sales  and  surplus  for  dispan 
for  tlie  half-year  showed  ,1  (!<■*.  lease.  U 
after  taking  into  account  prices  ami 
pewses,  tlie  committee  considered  the  rer 
satisfactory.  A dividend  el  8»l.  m 1 
pound  was  recinm  mended.  The  cpniniillic 
recommended  that  the  interest  on  • 
capital  be  reduced  to  4^  per  rent,  front ■ 
cent,.,  and  that  the  following  donation 
given  out  of  reserve  fund :-  Hath  I! 
United  Hospital,  £2  2s.  ; Southern  ('-‘'I’//' 
tive  Convalescent  Fund,  £2  IN-:  Kf 

Infirmary.  £1  Is.;  Royal  Natiniial 
Institution,  £1  Is.  Mrs.  E.  Box,  'll 
A.  E.  Augell,  G.  Morris,  and  AY.  Knott 
elected  to  tlie, committee. 

Trowbridge. — Air.  AA’.  J.  Dunning jnc 
over  the  half-yearly  meeting,  "linn 
held  oil  Monday,  August  21st.  ljIP 
niittee,  in  their  report,  stated  t-Imt  th-’  'j^ 
her  of  members  was  5,689.  H|C 
capital  was  £114,022,  a decrease  of 
compared  with  the  corresponding  . 

1921.  The  total  cash  sales  .mmiiiW » 
£76,052,  against  £105.294  in  t lie  « orr-  , 
iug  period  of  last  year.  After  pay1"- 
working  expenses,  and  allowing  for  dopr<- : 
tion,  interest  on  shares  and  on  i«®  I*  . 
bank  deposits,  there  remained  n b:umi(* 
£3,628  18s.  -Id.  for  disposal,  out  m 
the  committee  recommended  that  a di'l( 
of  lOd.  in  the  pound  he  paid,  mid  /l,nt  f 
putting  certain  other  sums  to  various11  ^ 
connected  w ith  the  society,  tlie 
carried  to  the  next  account.  Hr 
stated,  further,  that  no  rpf  1 Mice  " 
to  tlie-values  of  stock  at  the  farms  '“.'"'j 
the  difficulty  of  estimating  the 
growing  crops.  The  latter  a open  ml 
in  a very  good  condition.  Tho  !" -j( 
unanimouslv  agreed  to  vote  > s|  p' 1.11 . 
£50  to  Air.  AA’aight.  who  had  r.-Jcncd^j, 
being  general  manager  twenty-tr.e  Y'1  ,j,: 
recognition  of  bis  services.  The 
also  reeonuiieildediiliat  the  rate  <■'  111 
c i share  capital  be  £4  3-  -Id.  l>eJ  'V. 
computed  quarterly.  Tin's  is  'light/’  , 
tion  on  what  has  been  paid.  Th'"’1 


M' 


dntioii  was  agreed  to.  I he 
members  of  tlie  general  coinini  ,(,fi 
If.  Tanner.  Mr.  V T.cwk  Air  AY 
AY.  F Gn  eiibill.  mi  I Mr.  V flifi-  ''' 
elected,  as  were  Air.  Bnthnrd.  A.r-  ,,| 
send,  and  Afr  Huddle  oil  _rh  ■ °*,I,CV1V« » 
committee.  After  tlie  nrdinnr'-  1)11 
special  mreting  was  field  t.>  »U-‘  L'’"  j ,rDlJ 
tion*  to  the  rules.  Sever  d ’"T?  ,D  k 
were  agreed  t",  the  result  ftf  " In 
to  increase  the  number  of  'hi’ 
from  twelve  to  fourteen,  anil 
tc*  hold  sectional  meeting 
AA’estburv.  where  votes  ran  !*• 
edded  to  those  at  Ti  owbridg 

The  South  Suburban  Sooiety 
cairiod  out  the  catering  at  _tho  ' 
of  tlie  Beckenham  and  Dixtrirt  • 
Society. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


y/hy  Ec  Sorry  Afterwards?  : 

begin  reading 

NOW. 


Chapter  I— 

Koslkv!  Who  that  has  seen  it  would 
^ there  fur  romance?  A place  of  pits. 


foundries 


mills,  workshops,  and  slums, 
unkempt  children,  lacking  better 
•iccomihcdation,  play  in  the  gutters  of  mean 
strePts  from  whose  bordering,  doorways 
anxious  women,  chained  to  never-ending 
domestic  drudgery,  keep  intermittent  watch 
0'rer  their  offspring,  while  their  men  toil 
amid  heat  and  dust  and  clamour,  or  deep 
joffn  in  the  darkness  of  neighbouring  mines, 
jcr  the  menus  to  keep  their  cramped  and 
nnkvoly  homes  in  being. 

Vet  there  are  within  its  borders  people 
trliose  parents  knew  Ransley  as  a sleepy 
hamlet,  where  a hundred  or  so  of  cottage 
wardens  spread  colour  and  sweet  incense 
around  the  solitary  church  spire,  pointing 
hopefully  to  a blue  sky.  Now  it  assists 
half-a-dozen  rivals. in  calling  attention  to  an 
obscuring  canopy  cf  smoke  whose  falling  par- 
ticles float  with  insidious  persistence  and 
impartiality  into  the  inmost  nooks  of  every 
building,  sacred  or  profane. 

The  change  began  when  coal  was  dis- 
cerned rear  the  village.  Sinking  a shaft 
brought  strangers  and  stir  into  tile  tranquil 
atmosphere.  It.  also  brought  William 
Oldfoyd,  a working  engineer,  to  assist  nf 
placing  machinery  at  the ‘pithead. 

He  was  then  three-nnd-twent.y,  hut  his 
thick  liiub>,  broad  shoulders,  and  deep 
chest,  backed  by  a dour,  unsmiling  expres- 
sion mpde  him  lock  at  least  I've  years  older. 
His'large,  closely-c-ropped  head  and  strongly- 
marked  features,  in  which  a pair  of  small 
grey  eyes  glittered  liked  polished  steel,  and 
locked  as  hard,  excluded  all  claim  to  beauty. 
Vet  there  was  that  about  him,'  something 
dynamic  and  masterful,  which  demanded  and 
obtained  attention.  With  his  work-mates  lie 
Mg  unpopular.  They  locked  upon  him  as 
uusoeiablye,  tco  silent  .and  reserved ; too 
much  given  to  brooding ; an  opinion  not  alto- 
gether dissociated  from  the  fac-t  that  lie 
declined  to  spend  his  spare  time  and  ('ash  in 
their  favourite  “ pub."  Moreover,  lie  read 
hooks  ns  a hungry  man  eats  food,  taking 
whatever  came  within  reach,  and  wrote 
letters  with  the  facility  of  a clerk,  accom- 
plishments as  rare  among  workmen  then  as 
they  are  eemmori  now. 

That  he  was  conscious  of  the  latent  power 
jrithin  him  is  almost  certain.  What  he  had 
lacked  was  an  opportunity  to  test  its  quali- 
ties. Ransley  offered  it.  Once  the  pit 
started  working  the  place  would  he  trans- 
omicd.  Ccal  had  n magic  of  its  own.  ]t 
turned  ere  into  iron,  into  steel,  into  gold. 
How  to  divert  some  of  the  wealth  to  his  own 
^packet  became  his  chief  study,  causing  him 

snney  the  locality  like  a general  about 
-’accept  battle.  The  fact  that  lie  had  only 
mirty-five  pounds,  saved  from -his  scanty 
p-  rmngs,  did  not  daunt  him.  To  build  on 
rrni  n"0t  ea,S-V  : on,v  °-uo  ,nan  it*  a thousand 
tlm  ? 1 ,uught  il  Possible.  He  was  the 

tuousanth  man. 


the 


■“•Wen,  tlie  pit  slmft  and  tile  village  in 


CSTV1''  u"lv  0,"!  i,o“ibL“ 

market  ta??  """■  *°  neiK®"-™« 


ttt-oh Fiiting  this -artery,  about 
stood  Jle?  yards  from  the, nearest  cottages, 
wliitdi  “ SUf  ,stantial  °ne-stc,ried  building  in 
in,...|  a firmer  stored  agricultural  imple- 

surroin^Tm  C?,rts-  TI,G  lJntcl1  t-'1'  bare  land 
of  ,)r;"J."e  lf  'vns  enclosed  by  n wooden  rail 
edifice  L'J)  f,ype'  0,;lroyd  examined  the 
tire fully.  it  Mas  0](i  aIlt|  iu 


tllc  bitter  condition  entirely 
a«edav  ,Kle-Ct-  Findi"8  the  tenant  tlrere 
Ol&SH I damaged  ™aPing  machine, 
%,“  erf  t0  P«t  it  right.  It  was  a 

farmer  Tl .?"?  t°°k  very  Htt,«  time-  ^ 

Jurpricp  ‘ , d lts  completion  with  evident 
,f  , e an(1  admiration. 

on.  'Vj’d  a chap  like  you  to  fall  hack 

, of  a blacksmith,”  l.e  remarked. 

V nTK,ut°l,er““i  a"'Vtlli"S  1,c"'3  i:1  “ 

,ir0’’<'  convenient  (or  everybody 
•loubtf,,  01dn*a  >"*"'«ed.  -I 

of  it  'i  01  be  d scrape  a hare  living  out 

m.in  whlV  be  plenty  of  work  for  a ha 
®*her  do,’ I to  deal  will,  it,” 


handy 

rcWi ?"Y‘‘C  u,UK,e  10  Heal  with  it,”  the 
to  t’maWred'  ' XVe  ,lave  to  send  machines 

“Thet  Y'S  °ften  ns  uot  ’’ 

°f  it  nn-cir"  notl‘ing,  I could  make  most 
"The  difficult  °ld,'oyd  declared  lightly, 
^kshon  , ''  W°Uld  be  bi  fi»ding  a suitable 
iu"  'Vh,!t  ' a 00rV(?,nient  P°®iti«>n. " 

f n<e  W0l,bl  you  .vent;" 

Ml""e  "ilb  four  walls  and  a roof.” 


Oldroyd  answered.  “ Something  like  this,” 
lie -added,  glancing  round  as  if  the  idea  were 
new  to  him.  “ 1 should  need  to  build  a forge 
and  have  room  to  store  things.” 

“ That’s  so,”  the  other  admitted  slowly. 
‘ Well,  I could  manage  without  this  place 
at  a pinch,  and  you  could  have  it  cheap.” 

“ What  do  you  call  cheap?”  Oldroyd 
inquired. 

The  farmer  considered.  11  Twenty  pounds 
a year,”  he  said.  “I'd  risk  double  the 
price  for  any  other  business.” 

” Yes,  and  if  you  saw  that  T was  doing 
well  you’d  very  likely  double  on  me,”  Oid- 
royd  commented  .drily. 

“ Nay,  you  can  have  a lease,  as  long  ns 
you  like  to  make  it,"  the  farmer  declared. 

" Well,  I’ll  think  it  over,"  said  Oldroyd, 

' and  if  I decide  to  try  my  luck  Til  ask  you 
to  sign  an  agreement.” 

“ Bring  it  to-morrow  if  you  like,”  the 
other  encouraged.  “The  sooner  yon  fix  it 
the  sooner  you'll  get  to  work.” 

Oldroyd  needed  no  encouragement.  The 
farmer’s  suggestion  was  exactly  the  fish  lie 
intended  catching.  He  lost  two  clays’  work 
consulting  a solicitor,  and  presented  himself 
at,  the  farm  within  a fortnight  holding  a 
document  which  gave  him  three  years’ 
tenancy  and  an  option  of- renewal  for  a long 
period.  The  farmer  signed  it  without  argu- 
ment, congratulating  himself  on  having 
secured  a useful  neighbour  who  showed  that 
lie  meant  business  by  paying  twelve  months’ 
rent  in  advance. 

Oldroyd  left  him  as  he  might  have  left  a 
stone  wall  that  lie  had  climbed.  He  was 
venturing  on  strange  waters  in  a frail  craft, 
but-  there  was  jio  need  to  worry.  If  his 
anticipations  proved  correct  there  would  soon 
be  a demand  for  building  sites,  and  he  held 
nearly  five  acres  in  a fine  position.  If  he 
had  miscalculated  it  would- be  easy  to  back 
out  and  disappear.  He  was  a single  man 
without  assets.  Scruples  he  had  none.  His 
only  regret  would  be  the  Ic/ss  of  twenty 
pounds. 

Six  months  passed,  and  the  machinery  at 
the  pit  was  almost  completed  when  there 
called  at  his  humble  lodgings  a gentleman 
clad  inexpensive  clothes  ghd  a tall  hat.  He 
possessed  a disarming  smile,  observant  eyes, 
courteous  manners,  and  a smooth  tongue. 
Taking  iu  the  small  roam  and  its  meagre 
furniture  at  a glance,  he  addressed  Oldroyd 
with  genial  confidence. 

“I  understand,”  lie  suid,  “ that  you  rent 
an  old  barn  and  some  land  on  the  outskirts 
of  this  village.  qVm  I right?" 

‘‘No,”  Qldroyd  answered  cc.Oily.  “It’s  r. 
stone  building,  facing  the  main  read,  and 
has  four  acres  of  enclosed  land  round  it." 

| see,"  said  tho.visitur.  “ Well,  rent  is 
a fairly  accurate  test  of  value.  A\  hat  do  you 
pay?" 

“That’s  my 'business?'  Oldroyd  re  tor  tod. 
“ What’s  yours?" 

The  stranger’s  eyebrows  lifted  a little, 
plainly  protesting  against  the  introduction 
of  crude  methods.  “ I am  an  estate  agent," 
lie  said,  "and  have  run  ever  to  make  a few 
inquiries  for  a client  cf  mine.  He  might,  or 
he  might  nut,  take  a hand  in  developing  this 
district.” 

“ You  limy  leave  my  patch  out  of  the 
scheme,"  Olclroyd  nnswored.  " I have  taken 
it  for  a definite  purpose  uud  shall  not  part 
with  it.” 

“ 1 think  ycu  will,”  came  tiio  smiling 
reply,  “ and  by  an  arrangement  agreeable  to 
all  conc-eriied.  Yours  is  a sub-tenancy,  I 
understand,  not  ratified  by  the  owner.  We 
need  not  press  that  poiut  - if  you  are 
reasonable." 

The  statement  gave  Oldroyd  a shock,  not 
a vestige  of  which  appeared  on  the  surface. 
“You  have  coma  to  the  wrong  man,"  he 
said,  “ you  had  better  call  on  my  solicitor.” 

" We  have  already  seen  ours  and  a copy 
of  your  lease,"  the.  visitor  .assured  him, 

• and  we  prefer  to  arrange  the  matter  direct. 
Law  is  an  expensive  pastime,  even  for  those 
who  win.  We  are  not  proposing  to  injure 
you.  We  can  offer  alternative  sices." 

“ Where  are  they  ?"-  Oldroyd  demanded. 

The  estate  agent  produced  a plan  and 
spread  it  on  the  table.  “ Hera,  and  here, 
and  here?’  lie  said,  pointing  to  several 
places  parked  by  red  lines. 

Oldroyd  examined  them  critically,  then 
shook  his  head.  “ Not  a hit  of  use,"  lie  de- 
clared. “They  are  011  the  ether  Mde  of  the 
village  and  vacant.  -Mine  has  a building  en 
it,  that’s  essential." 

“ Very  well,"  the  negotiator  broke  in. 
“ We  will  build  a similar  structure  on  the 
site  you  select.” 

“ A similar  building  in  a worse  position?’ 
Oldroyd  commented;  “clear  loss  to  me. 
-What  compensation  do  you  offei  for  dis- 
turbance?” 


The  agent  looked  astonished,  much  more 
than  he  was.  “ Come,  come?’  lie  protested, 
“ be  reasonable.  My  principal  might  pay  a 
trille  as  an  acknowledgment ; nothing  more." 

" I don’t  deal  in  trilles?-’  Oldroyd 
answered.  “ If  I move  T shall  want  £500." 

The  other  laughed  outright.  “ Why  not 
five  thousand?”  lie  asked. 

“ Because  I should  not  get  it?’  was  the 
cool  answer. 

They  were-  eyeing  each  other  closely,  and 
it  dawned  upon  the  middle-aged  estate  agent 
that  this  young  matt  was  a very  long  way 
from  being  a fcol. 

"The  figure  you  name  is  preposterous?’ 
lie  said., 

“ Very  well,  don’t  pay  it,”  Oldroyd 
answered. 

" 1 certainly  shall  not,”  was  the  firm,  hut 
smiling  answer.  “ You  ask  five  hundred. 
I offer  ten,.  Suppose  we  start  there  and  see 
how  near  we  can  get  to  an  agreement.” 

“Suppose  we  save  our  time  and  meet  in 
the  middle?’  Olclroyd  answered  with  sudden 
decision.  “ Give  me  the  pick  of  those  sites, 
put  a building  cu  it  as  large  as  this  one  I’m 
leaving,  and  I’ll  shift  for  £251*  If  you  say 
uo.  it’s  your  last' word,  and  mine.  ’ 

The  visitor  smiled  with  gentle  forbearance 
and  .shook  his  head  reprovingly.  “ You  are 
young  and  impetuous,”  lie  observed.  “ You 
have  crossed  half  of.  the  gap  at  qne  stride, 
I will  cross  half  of  what’s  left.  More,  say 
£175.  That's  my  limit." 

" Plus  the  year’s  rent  I’ve  paid  in  ad- 
vance?’ said  Olclroyd. 

“ It  has  done  quite  well  for  you,"  the 
visitor  reminded  him.  “ I think  we  might 
leave  that  out."  Then,  seeing  a stubborn 
look  come  into  the  young  man’s  face,  he 
added,  “ Of  c-curse,  wre  shall  pay  the  rent  for 
the  next  six  months  to  you.  Ten  pounds. 
Oue-eighty-five  in  all.  No,  we  won’t  have 
odd  money.  Say  two  hundred,  and  you  pay 
the  cost  of  transfer." 

Oldroyd  was  silent  for  some  moments,  then 
he  nodded,  “ I shall  want  the  building  up  in 
six  months,  and  the  money  at  once." 

“ You  can  have  both,”  said  the  estate 
agent.  “ I’ll  call  again  next  week  with 
the  documents  ready  for  signing." 

That  was  the  way  Oldroyd  became 
possessed  of  two  hundred  pounds  and  a 
new  building  with  considerable  land  around 
it  in  exchange  for  an  old  building  and  a 
smaller  area.  True,  the  new  site  stood 
back  from  the  road  on  the-other  side  of  the 
village,  but  it  was’ just-  as  good  for  lijs 
purpose  as  the  one  he  was  giving  up. 

When  the  tail-batted  gentleman  departed, 
Oldroyd  did  some  hard  thinking.  Initial 
success  did  not  blind  him  to  the  fact  that 
immediate  prospects  were  blank.  Even 
with  his  increased  capital  he  could  only 
start  a shop  for  repairs,  and  it  would  be 
some  time  before ' work  of  that  kind  was 
wanted.  He  determined  to  continue  as  an 
employee  and  save  as  much  money  as  pos- 
sible until  the  ought  moment  arrived— and 
then,  well,  lie  would  be  the  first  engineer 


felt  in  every  fibre  of  his  -being.-  Unqided, 
unsuspected,  by  bis  own  acuteness  and 
skill,  he  had  placed  his  feet  on  the  ladder 
of  success.  The  prospect  • I making  others 
look  up  to  him,  admire  him,  defer  to  him, 
quickened  every  faculty.  It.  was  the  one 
thing  worth  figlitiug  and  living  for. 

Then,  suddenly,  without  the  (slightest 
warning,  there  stepped  out  of  the  past  nil 
embarrassing  and  unheroic  reality  in  the 
shape  of  two  women:  one-well  advanced  in 
years,  the  other  young  and  ’ carrying  a 
baby.  That,'  he  knew  them  at  the  first 
glance  might  have  been  gathered  from  the 
slackening  of  his  stride,  and  the  quick 
frown  .which  crossed  his  face. 

It  was  evident  that  they  recognised  him, 
too,  for  they  quickened  their  steps  with 
sudden  purpose  until  they  came«within  two 
yards  of  him  and  halted. 

The  elder  woman  was  sharp  ‘ featured, 
wrinkled  and. thin,  with  the  peculiar  bodily 
stoop  that  tells  of  long  and  incessant 
domestic  toil,  but  her  eyes  gleamed  resent- 
fully as  she  stared  at  Oldro'ycJ.  Her  com- 
panion, though  pale,  possessed  a refined 
prettiness  that  a little  colour  and  a less  . 
worried  expression  might  have  turned  into 
actual  beauty,  and  her  figure,  erect  In  spite 
of  her  burden,  displayed  the  sinuous  ease 
and  grace  of  movement  that  only  youth  can 
possess.  Olclroyd  eyed  them  with  sullen 
disapproval,  and  waited. 

“ Well."  said  Mrs.  Strothers,  in  a shrill 
voice,  ” thar’t  a nice  soart  o’  chap,  gettin’ 
my  lass-  into  trouble  an’  sneakin’  off  to  let 
her  face  it.  A rare  job  we’ve  had  to  find 
thi.^too?’ 

“ Sitlie,  Hill,"  added  her  daughter,  in  a 
softer  tone,  as  she  advanced  a .step  and 
uncovered  the  babe’s  face.  “It’s  a lass. 
As  bonny  as  a flower.  Look  at  it.” 

Oldroyd  looked,  nnd_felt  a queer  thrill 
run  through  him.  That  the  child  was  his 
he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt.  He  knew 
its  mother  too  well  to  admit  suspicion. 

“ Lookin’  at  it’s  not  baan  to  alter  owb?1 
Mrs.  Strutbers  broke  in  with  some  asperity, 
"Tlia’s  browt  disgrace  on  us,  Bill  Old-' 
royd.  Are  tha  baan  to  mack  an  honest 
woman  on  her,  or  aren’t  tha?" 

“ Not  so  fast,  mother,”  said  her 
daughter.  "Tha’ll  do  wlmt’s  reet,  wenn’t 
tha,  Bill?  Tha  promised  me.”  Her  voice 
was  timid  and  carried  a pitiful  note  of 
entreaty,  while  her  eyes  sought  his 
anxiously. 

But  Oldroyd  liad  been  seeing  visions  that 
did  not  include  an  illiterate  mill  girl  as  a 
partner.  He  might  as  well  put  a stone 
round  his  neck  and  jump  into  the  sea  as 
try  to  climb  higher  with  such  a woman 
■and  her  relatives  hnnging  on  to  him. 
Either  he  must  give  up  his  ambitions  or 
leave  her  behind.  His  face  grew  more  set 
as  lie  made  the  decision. 

"This  is- not  the  place  to  discuss  it."  he 
said,  in  a non-committal  tone.  “ I’ll  go 
back  with  you.  We  can  talk  in  the  train." 

The  younger  woman  held  the  child  closer, 
and  her  lips  twisted  a moment  like  one  in" 
pain.  “ Bill,"  she  eaid,  ‘itha’s  gotten  it 
i’  thi  mind  to  leave  me  in  t’  lurch.  Is  it 
fair?  What’s  my  chance — now?  Aw’m 

fond  0’  thi.  too.  Thu  knows  that,  surclv 
tha  knows?" 

Oldrovd’s  face  became  like  flint.  “ When 
this  job  finishes,”  he  said,  jerking  his  head 
in  the  direction  of  the  pit,  “ I’m  going  to 
America.  It’s  all  fixed,  so— it’s  no  use 
making  impossible  proposals.  I’ll  stand 
the  racket  — if  you’re  reasonable  — and 
that’s  all  I can  do.” 

The  lie  slipped  from  him  glibly,  and  ha 
saw  by  the  bin  11k  look  in  the  women’s 
faces  that  they  believed  him.  “ Come  on.” 


The  Farmer  (to  Oldroyd):  “ Wiiat  Sort  of  a Peace  Wooed  You  Want?” 


on  the  spot  ready  to  tackle  local  require-, 
incuts,  whoever  followed  would  have  some 
difficulty  in  overtaking  him.  The  possibili- 
ties rose  in  a succession  of  visions  that  ex- 
panded until  they  filled  the  whole  spnee  of 
the  future:  ambitious,  optimistic,  far- 

reaching  visions  wherein  lie  saw  himself 
clothed  in  wealth  and  power. 

At  the  end  of  an  hour  lie  seized  his  hat 
and  stepped  into  the  street,  feeling  that  he 
needed  space  and  movement.--  His  head 
was  held  high,  and  his  eves  shone  with  an 
aggressive  glitter,  while  his  step  suggested 
something  of  the  strength  and  purpose  he 


he  added  impatiently.  “There’s  a train  i:i 
ten  minutes,  and  not  another  for  two 
hours.” 

It  was  a command  rather  than  a request, 
and  they  followed  bin;  in  silence,  the  elilov 
woman  with  a face  sullenly  dij satisfied, 
the  younger  with  hers  bent  over  i ho  child, 
each  thinking  cf  the  future.  What  it  con- 
tained they  could  not  see.  The  events  were 
too  far  ahead,  too  unlikely,  too — -no,  not 
impossible,  for  in  this  queer  world  it  is  tha 
apparently  impossible  that  often  happens, 

[TO  RE  CONTINUED.]  • 
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BUILDING  A NATION. 

WE  do  not  recollect  having  read,  except  in  connection 
with  a royal  funeral,  of  more  imposing,  or  more  touching 
events  than  those  described  as  having  taken  place  in 
connection  with  the  death  and(burial  of  General  Michael 
Collins. 

Otir  daily  Contempdraries  have  been  so  full  in  their 
descriptions  that  we  need  not  refer  to  that  aspect  of 
Collins'  death  in  any  great  detail. 

There  was  an  earlier  period  in  Irish  history  wjien  a 
great  soldier  fell,  and  in  a later  generation  a great  Irish 
poet — a poet  with  a passion  for  Irish  unity — described 
the  effect  of  the  death  of  Owen  Roe  in  the  words  : — 

Your  death  bell  is  ringing  our  doom,  our  doom, 

For  with  thee  we  are  bringing  our  hopes  to  the  tomb  ! 

It  was  such  a conviction  that  filled  most  people  in 
Ireland  with  woe,  if  not  with  despair,  when  Collins  fell  ; 
and  a similar  conviction  filled  many  of  the  advocates 
of  Anglo-Irish  friendship  also.  A few  days  ago  Mr. 
G.  W.  Russell  deplored  the  death  of  Arthur  Griffith 
as  the  death  of  thp  one  man  in  the  Government  with 
a fixed  economic  policy.  I,ast  week  most  people  de- 
plored the  death  of  Collins  as  the  death  of  the  one  man 
in  the  Government  with  the  power  to  place"  the  Pro- 
visional Government  on  a stable  foundation,  and  the 
death  of  the  one  man  with  the  charm  and  romance  to 
win  the  populace  over  completely  to  the  support  of  the 
new  regime  in  Ireland. 

We  are  not  without  hope  of  Ireland.  We  believe 
that  nothing  will  have  moved,  or  could  have  moved, 
the  Irish  people  so  much  as  the  death  of  Collins,  however 
lamentable  that  event  was.  Even  while  Monday's 
funeral  train  wound  its  way  through  Dublin  hostile 
guns  belched  forth  defiance  of  the  sovereign  will  of  the 
Irish  people.  That  sovereign  will  had  been  expressed 
by  the  majority.  The  majority  was  not  complete. 
The  death  of  Collins  has  made  his  cause  a nation's 
policy  ; and  we  believe  that  many  who  stood  by  indif- 
ferent or  neutral  up  till  now  will  throw  the  weight  of 
their  influence  in  favour  of  order  in  the  Irish  Free  State. 
We  must  leave  the  settlement  of  the  Irish  quarrel  to 
the  Irish  people  alone  ; but  we  have  a hope  to  express 
and  an  appe  al  to  make  to  our  Irish  co-operative 
comrades. 

Our  message  to  them  is  unaffected  by  any  racial  or 
political  considerations.  They  and  we  are  members 
of  a great  body  which  aims  at 'the  sanctification  of  in- 
dustry and  social  service,  and  seeks  to  demonstrate  its 
recognition  of  the  sacredness  of  human  life  and  human 
thought  by  raising  life  and  its  environment  to  a higher 
plane  than  they  appeared  to  have  reached  even  in  1914 — 
before  those  standards  were  degraded  by  war-time 
conditions. 

It  depresses  us  to  read  that  Ireland,  who  a few  months 
ago,  might  consider^ herself  as  a creditor  nation  among 
European  neighbours  in  various  stages  of  bankruptcy, 
is  now  almost  in  as  bad  a plight  as  any  of  those 
neighbours. 

The  possibility  of  Irish  prosperity  is  great.  The 
national  resources  of  Ireland,  so  well  calculated  by  the 
recent  Commission,  coupled  with  the  capacity  for  work 
latent  in  the  men  and  women  of  Ireland,  would  fapidly 
restore  Ireland’s  lost  reserves.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that 
the  political  upheaval  of  the  past  few  years,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  past  few  months,  may  have  lowered  Irish 
credit  on  the  market ; but  that  credit  depends,  in  the 
long  run,  upon  the  potential  wealth  which  the  people 
can  extract  from  the  country,  upon  their  willingness 
to  extract  it,  and  upon  the  stability  and  prudence  of 
the  government  of  the  country'. 

The  prosperity  of  Ireland  will  depehd  upon  the 
people,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the  country  will 
reach  a state  of  prosperity  will  depend  almost  entirely 
upon  the  zeal  with  which  they  apply  themselves  to 
co-operative  methods  of  industry  and  trade.  Much 
that  had  been  built  up  will  have  to  be  restored.  Much 
that  would  have  been  built  up  will  have  to  be  built  up 
more  rapidly  than  it  might  have  been  if  Ireland  had 
pursued  more  normal  ways. 

We  on  this  side  of  the  channel  have  no  real  concern 
with  political  issues  there  ; and  the  co-operative  or- 
ganisations of  Ireland  have  kept  aloof  from  political 
intrigues  either  as  between  the  two  parties  in  the  South 
or  as  between  North  and  South. 

In  that  unbroken  unity  we  see  a happy  augury. 
The  people,  under  trying  circumstances,  have  demon- 


DIGESTIVE 
TEA  TIPS. 


a Next  week  we  shall 
publish  a Good  Health 
Mascot  to  introduce  the 
C.W.  S.  Digestive  Tea 
Tips,  which  are  the  em- 
bodiment of  health  and 
strength  in  the  teacup. 

ffl.  Meanwhile  every 
reader  is  invited  to  ask 
at  the  Store  for 
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And  look  out  jor  the  Special  Illustration 
in  next  week's  Co-OPERATiVE  News. 
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strated  their  power  and  will  to  co-operate  neii-hk 
with  neighbours.  Their  local  organisations  j* 
already  created  their  own  central  organisations-  ■ ^ 
in  the  I.A.O.S.  and  the  I.A.W.S.,  to  say  nothing  of? 
National  I,and  Bank  and  kindred  organisations  V- 
co-operative  societies  have  sturdy  helpers  and  • 
counsellors.  Ireland  is  bound  to  Great  Britain  bv' ^ 
closest  links — the  Irish  food  producer  and  the  jr.- 
manufacturer  finding  in  each  other  the  closest  niaG 
for  their  productions.  This  great  movement 
binds  the  co-operators  of  England  with  the  co-op^t 
of  India  and  Japan  must  provide  the  binding  |°t 
between  the  co-operators  of  Great  Britain  • 114 


cooperators  of  Ireland. 


and  tfc 


Were  it  not  for  the  co-operative  spirit  which 


Ireland 


has  shown  during  the  past  twenty  years  and  then 
gress  made  in  co-operative  developments,  which  - 
regard  as  earnests  of  greater  possibilities,  we  slija 
regard  the  Irish  outlook  as  hopeless ; but  the  record 
of  those  twenty  years  give  us  the  greatest  hope.  pr, 
perity  can  only  come  to 'the  Irish  people  through  ov 
operation.  We  express  the  hope,  and  we  make  tk 
appeal  to  our  Irish  comrades,  to  let  nothing  stand  b 
the  way  of  their  future  co-operative  zeal.  HaprA 
co-operative  research  has  gone  on  apace  in  Irelani 
A new  state  has  to  be  built  up.  The  death  of  one  q 
whom  great  hopes  were  placed  makes  a call  for 
leadership.  We  believe  that  the  policy  of  the  Pro. 
visional  Government  of  Ireland  and  the  policy  oi 
military  leaders  were  both  based  on  the  belief  that  th 
present  turmoil  will  pass,  and  that  Ireland  will  sett!} 
down  to  pursue  the  paths  of  peace.  We  hope  that  the 
leaders  of  to-morrow — or  of  to-day — will  adhere  to  the 
co-operative  gospel  that  “ each  should  find  his  ownij 
all  men’s  good  ” ; and  we  believe  that  efforts  in  tbit 
direction  will  commend  themselves  to  the  state  bom 
of  such  terrible  throes,  and  . that  those  efforts  will  com- 
mand the  goodwill  of  the  co-operators  of  Great  Britan, 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS, 


THE  SYNDICATE  PRESS. 

We  see  the  statement  published  that  the  capital  of  "ftt 
Times  ” consists  of  preference  and  ordinary  shares,  of  the  ralw 
of  £1  each,  making  a total  of  £965,000.  On  top  of  that  it  ii 
estimated  that  it  has  cost  Lord  NorthclifTe  two-and-a-htK 
millions  to  be  the  chief  proprietor  of  the  famous  ' Thunderer"! 
In  spite  of  this  costly  distinction,  Lord  Northcliffe  left  fra 
millions.  There  is  a good  deal  of  curiosity  as  to  the  ultimate 
disposal  of  Northcliffe’s  interests  in  the  press  which  bore  hir 
name.  Frankly,  we  doubt  Whether  the  NorthclifTe  press  ml 
remain  the  same.  His  Lordship’s  reckless  courage  and  invi- 
sibility made  these  publications  what  they  are.  It  will  requirt 
similar  recklessness  to  maintain  them  up  to  the  standard  be 
set.  They  will  full  in  circulation  if  they  give  up  that  recklfs- 
ness  which  led  the  papers  to  gamble  on  possibilities.  Norn- 
paper  directors  who  have  a serious  appreciation  of  the  iiiHufcw 
of  the  press  on  public  opinion,  and  who  have  a conscientiocj , 
desire  to  keep  the  public  properly  posted  and  properly  advM,  i 
cannot  hope  to  win  big  circulations  because  they  cannot  sW 
down  to  the  plan  of  simply  bidding  for  popularity. 


HOUSING  AND  THE  GUILD. 

The  National  Building  Guild  is  apparently  finding  it  new* 
sary  to  devise  some  widespread  means  of  attracting  substantul 
financial  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  houses  it  nil!  be 
called  upon  to  build.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  financing  ex- 
tracts undertaken  under  the  Government’s  housing  scheme ; 
but  difficulties  of  finance,  it  is  expected,  will  be  met  mostsuceesr 
fully  by  forming  a large  Building  Society,  whose  members  ml 
pay  weekly  contributions  in  sufficiently  large  numbers 
amounts  to  keep  the  Guild  busy  building.  The  Governm 
is  evidently  quite  content  to  leave  building  to  private  enterprise. 
It  is  all  the  more  surprising  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  int'"-.> 
of  private  enterprise  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
country  being  let  down  in  the  matter  of  housing.  The  aniou 
of  house  building  undertaken  by  co-operative  and  other  <«■' 
lectivist  organisations  was  trifling  ; private  enterprise  had  i- 
whole  trade  very  largely  to  itself,  and  the  result  was  the 
famine  which  “ east  its  shadow  before  ” prior  to  the  war- 
create  a Building  Society  in  a spiritual  relationship 
Guild  and  extensive  enough  to  allow'  the  Guild  to  carry 
would  bo  a piece  of  superb  organisation. 

THE  CHOICE. 

According  to  Sir  Charles  Sykes,  Bart.,  M.P.,  who  ^ 
returned  from  a European  tour,  the  existing  disastrous  ^ 
in  Central  Europe  is  largely  the  result  of  an  undue  insistent 
the  Versailles  Treaty  upon  the  pr  inciple  of  “ self-deterniinatr  ^ 
It  was  doubtless  inevitable  that  the  Czeclio  Slavs  and  J'1^1  ' 


should  have  beep  given  their  independence,  but  Nr 


Chari* 


writing  in  the  “ Daffy  Chronicle,”  gives  strong  expression 
opinion  that  “when  these  succession  States  were  created  tin  ^ 
ment  creating  them  should  have  included  definite  con 
against  the  erection  of  commercial  and  fiscal  barriers  alone 
frontiers.”  That  was  not  done.  Consequently,  economic  ^ 
were  erected,  and  to-day  they  are  seriously  interfering 
normal  and  natural  course  of  international  trade.  T|C 
of  the  Versailles  Treaty,  in  their  insistence  upon  the  p ^ 
proper  principle  of  self-determination,  overlooked  tin  ^ 
important  principle  of  the  interdependence  of  these  ‘ 
as  well  as  of  all  other.  States.  It  is  doubtless  C01lSl.  jltf 
such  as  these  as  led  Mr.  H.  G.  Wells  to  throw  overborn'  ^ , 
of  a multiplicity  of  small  nations,  and  to  advocate  tin  ■■ 
ment  of  one  world-wide  State ; and  as  tilings  n!c 
present  it  does  sometimes  look  as  if  it  were  a ghoicc 
that  ideal  and  a world-wide  anarchy  and  chaos. 
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SHORT  STUDIES  OF  TO-DAY. 


A CLOSE  SHAVE, 


Burton,  who  did  the  ‘j  Personal  Pat's  ” and 
„ m,]]  ^unt  Rosamund  all  about  It  ” columns 

• for  “ The  Clock,'’  looked  up  from  his  work  as 
the  great  J.  P.  Jackson  bounefed  into  the  office, 
damming  the  door  violently  behind  him. 

'•  Look  here,  young  Burton.”  shouted  J.  P. 
j as  )ie  was  always  called  by  the  staff,  ” what 
(1,’e  dooce  d’you  think  you’re  playing  at,  eh  ? ” 

Barton  swung  round  from  his  desk. 

“ What’s  up,  Mg  Jackson,”  he  asked,  in 

• f0me  amazement. 

Without  a word  the  angry  owner  thrust  the 
last  edition  of  “ The  Clock  ” under  Burton’s 
nose,  a fat  thumb  marking  ope  of  the  Personal 

Pars. 

The  underling  saw  light  at  once. 

“Oh,  that,”  lie  said  calmly.  “I  had  an 
idea  therc’d  be  trouble  about  that,  but  there's 
nothing  to  worry 'about,  really.” 

The  great  J.  P.  J.' snorted  violently. 

“ Oh,  isn’t  there,”  lie  answered  with  sar- 
casm. “You  hint  delicately  that  Sir-Bod- 
dington  Grosscr’s  about  the  most  shameless 
profiteer  in  the  country,  state  outright  that  he 
paid  £50,000  for  his  baronetcy,-  and  then  you 
say  there's  nothing  to  worry  about.  I'm 
worrying.” 

“ But  it’s  quite  true,”  said  Burton.  “ Every- 
body knows  now  that  the  old  blighter  wangled 
it,” 

“ Of  course  they  do,”  raved  J.  P.  J.,  “ but 
that  won't  prevent  him  coming  on  us  for 
damages,  and  getting  them,  too.  What  on 
earth  made  you  do  such  a thing  at  all  ? ” 

“ Like  everyone  else  who  was  in  the  Army,” 
explained  Burton,  sourly,  “ I've  had  my  share 
of  Grosser’s  tinned  meat;  also’ I’ve  had 
indigestion  ever  since,”  hel concluded,  with  a 
shudder. 


The  great  J.  P.  J.  glared  at  him  speechlessly 
for  a moment,  and  then  found  his  voice. 
“ Young  man,”  lie  said  hoarsely,  holding  him- 
self in  with  a great  effort,  “ membera  6f  my 
staff  -must  write  with  their  heads,  and  occa- 
sionally with  their  hearts,  but  never  with  their 
stomachs.  I don’t  know  whqt  Pennington  was 
thinking  about  to  let  that  par  go  through  at, 
nil.” 

Pennington,  editor  of  “ The  Clock,”  hap- 
pened to  enter  the  room  in  time  to  overhear 
the  last  words.  • 

“ It's  quite  all  right,  iJVIr.  Jackson,”  ho 
declared.  “ Old  Grosser  never  troubles  the 
law — prefers  to  settle  these  little  affairs  in  his 
own  sweet  way.  Don't  you  remember  him 
half-killing  that  prizefighter  some  years  ago  ? 
Grosser  will  simply  call  he^r,  this  afternoon 
probably,  and  break  Burton’s  neck  in  about 
eight  different  places.  There’s  really  nothing 
to  yorry  about.” 

The  great  J.  P.  J.  brightened  up  a little. 
“ In  that  case,”  he  said,  “ see  that  he's  shown 
up  here  at  once.  Better  not — er — get  too  far 
away  this  afternoon,  Burton,  you  know.” 

Later  that  afternoon  Sir  Boddington  Grosser 
flicked  open  his  solid  gold  cigar-ease  and 
offered  it  to  the  apprehensive  Burton. 

" Young  feller,"”  said  Sir  Boddington, 
‘‘  you’ve  made  a great  mistake.  You  don’t 
seem  to  realise  the  ’igh  price  of  things  these 
days.  Why,”  he  added,  with  pride,  “ if  that 
there  baronetcy  cost  me  a penny,  it  cost  me  a 
'undred  thousand,  one  way  and  another,  and 
don't  forget  to  tell  ’em  so  in  your  very  next 
edition.  'Ere,  don't  be  shy — take  t\yo.” 

Tee. 


Be imc.  the  proud  possessor  of  a safety  razor 
that  was  fairly  safe,  Binks  usually  shaved 
himself,  but  the  other  morning,  having  run 
out  of  blades,  he  was  obliged  to  trust  his 
countenance  to  the  hands  of  a professional,-! 
the  moment  he  reached  town. 

His  choice  fell  on  a quiet-looking  little 
shop  in  a quiet-looking  little  side  street  near 
the  station.  Passing  under  the  weather- 
beaten pole,  Binks  entered  the  shop  and  found 
the  barber  sented  near  the  window,  reading 
the  morning  paper.  The  barber  was  one  of 
those  little  men  who,  without  having  slant 
eyes  or  sleek  hair,  or  a yellow  skin,  somehow 
contrives  to  look  like  a Chinaman. 

| Morning,”  greeted  Binks,  seating  himself. 
“ I think  we  shall  have  rain  to-day.” 

The  barber  merely  sniffed  and  tucked  a 
towel  under  Binks’  chin.  He  didn’t  seem  to 
think  much  df  Binks  as  a weather  prophet. 

The  barber’s  silence  annoyed  Binks.  The 
normal  barber  is  talkative.  Everybody  knows 
that  the  loquacity  of  barbers  provides  our 
leading  humorists  with  a constant  source  of 
inspiration.  The  suburban  artist  who,  once 
a month,  made  a noise  with  his  scissoi'3  behind 
Binks’  not  very  verdant  head  and  charged  him 
for  a hair  cut  was  certainly  talkative. 

A little  later,  through  a screen  of  lather, 
Binks  tried  again.  He  talked  about  football, 
and  the  barber's  ojily  reply  was  a cynical 
smile — Binks  on  the  subject  of  football  would 
make  an  undertaker  smile. 

The  customer  then  tried  politics,  but  the 
barber’s  smile  only  grew  more  cynical.  Binks 
on  politics  would  have  made  a professional 
politician  smile. 

Binks  grew  angry — such  silence  in  a barber 
was  positively  unnatural.  I’ll  teach  hint 


to  ignore  me  in  this  fashion,”  he  thought ; 
and  then  said  aloud,  “ I usually  shave  myself, 
you  know.” 

The  barber’s  smile  disappeared  suddenly. 

" With  a safety  razor,”  added  Binks  spite- 
fully. 

The  barber  scowled. 

“ I tliink  safety  razors  are  a wonderful 
invention,”  observed  Binks  with  intense 
satisfaction. 

Without  a word,  the  barber  seized  his 
razor  and  began  to  strop  it  vigorously.  There 
was  something  sinister  in  that  purring  rasp 
of  steel  on  leather,  and  Binks  grew  suddenly 
afraid.  He  felt  that  he  had  gone  too  far — 
far  too  far — suppose  the  barber  was  mad, 
driven  so  by  men  like  himself — the  users- of 
safety  razors  ! 

The  barber  turned  on  him  suddenly,  the 
weapon  in  his  hand  glittering  coldly,  his  thin- 
lipped mouth  was  grim,  and  his  eyes  full  ol 
a strange,  oriental  smile.  Binlo  would  have 
risen  and  fled  the  place  had  not  terror  held 
hint  helpless.  The  barber  leaned  forward, 
the  razor  flashing  horribly,  Binks,  thinking  of 
Sweeney  Tod,  shut  his  eyes  tight  and  gavo 
himself  up  for  lost. 

It  was  the  cleanest,  quickest  shave  Binks 
had  ever  had,  which  proves  that  a man  can 
be  a perfectly  good  barber  even  if  he  is  deal 
and  dumb.  I Tee. 


Men's  Guilds  are  now  being  formed  in 
Australia  and  Canada. 

Councillor  Wright  (Southport)  has  com- 
pleted his  thirty-fifth  year  a«  secretary  of 
the  Cheshire  and' North  Wales  Conference 
Association; 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

“ Listening  in,”  on  Monday,  I heard  that 
Mr.  A.  Whitehead  (general  seci  L-tuy  of  ihe 
Co-operative  Union)  figured  in  a playlet  for 
two  on  I.ondon-road  Station,  Manchester, 
last  Saturday  morning. 

The  villain  of'tlie  piece  was  a member  of 
the  light-fingered  fraternity,  and  -the-  idea 
of  the  play  from  Iris  point  of  vic-w.  was  to 
relieve  Mr.  Whitehead  of  his  pocket-wallet 
and  make  a successful!  exit  with  it.  He 
managed  to  secure  the  wallet,  but  his  de- 
parture. instead  cf  being  executed  with  the 
grace  and  case  of  a Dick  Turpin,  was  a 
miserable  fiasco. 

Mn.  Mditehead  missed  his  wallet  imme- 
diately. and  " suspicioning  ”> he  right  man 
easily  convinced  'him  that  “ to  have  ” did 
not  always  mean  “to  hold.”  His.  property- 
restored,  the  Union’s  secretary  gave  the 
offender  "a  foot”  and  tc Id  him  to  run  off; 
and  he  did! 

The  Stapleford  and  Sandiaere  Society 
have  a president  of  whom  they  may  well  be 
proud.  Mr.  T.  Northwcud,  w5io  has  been 
connected  with  the  society  since  iis  founda- 
tion nearly  half  the  time  as  its  president — 
entered  into  the  “ S.  and  S"  jubilee  so 
wholeheartedly  that  lie  hung  his  banners  on. 
the  outer  wall  in  no  unmistakable  manner. 


“Sold  out!”  was  all  that  some  Man- 
chester visitors,  hungry  for  the  “ Co-opera- 
tive News,”  got  while  in  the  Isle  of  Man 
last  week.  It  is  good  to  know  that,  hut, 
like  Manx  kippers,  there  are  plenty  more 
to  be  had  for  the  asking. 

11  The  sweets  of  office  ” have  fallen  early 
into  the  lap  of  Air.  J.  Bradshaw,  the  latest 
recruit  to  the  C.W.S.  Board.  He  is  now  on 
the  Continent,  visiting,  along  with  Sir 
Thomas  Brcdriek  (secretary)  some  of  the 
society’s  depots.  I am  sure  all  my  readers 
will  wish  them  a pleasant  journey  and  safe 
return.  . ♦ ♦ 

Curious  how  many  aspects  of  life  one  runs 
up  against  in  a co-operative  home.  This  week, 
at  Seamill,  the  popular  Scottish  Home,  I have 
chatted  with  a lady  resident  who  for  sixteen 
years  was  attached  to  a charming  Irish  countess 
whose  son  is  probably  one  of  the  most  learned, 
and  certainly  one  of  the  most  democratic, 
of  our  English  bishops.  Another  of  the  resi- 
dents told  me,  in  the  course  of  a chat,  that  a 
cousin  of  his  grandmother  was  Wilson,  the 
Strathaven  Radical,  who  was  executed  at 
Glasgow  nearly  a century  ago  for  his  share  in 
the  memorable  “ rising.” 

The  retirement  of  Lord  Rosebery  from 
public  life,  signalised  by  the  presentation  of 
Mentmore  to  his  son,  recalls  the  fact  that  for 


yea  is  no  statesman’s  ut  terance*  with  regard 
to  co-operation  has  been  so  freely  quoted  as 
the  phrase  “ a State  within  a State.”  Lord 
Rosebery's  comment  from  which  these  words 
were  taken  was : “ The  number  of  your  mem- 
bers, the  extent  of  your  capital,  the  great 
principle  and  the  union  of  interest,  which  guides 
the  movement,  in  my  opinion,  constitute 
nothing  less  than  a State  within  a State.” 
Many  of  the  older  co-opcrators  remember  his 
lordship’s  eloquent  address  as  president  of  the 
Glasgow  Congress  in  1890. 

The  announcement  concerning  Lord  Rose- 
bery reminds  me  of  the  first  meeting  he  ad- 
dressed after  he  had  emerged  from  bis  “ lonely 
furrow.”  His  Lordship  had  a crowded  audi- 
ence ; the  hall  was  literally  packed  out : I 
was  pressed  close  in  at  the  front  of  the  plat- 
form. The  crowd  was  very  trying,  but  I found 
the  ill  wind  served  its  purpose  when  some 
indignant  stewards  wanted  to  remove  me  for 
shouting  " Hear,  hear,”  at  what  they  thought 
was  the  wrong  time. 

Among  those  who  are  coming  to  speak  at 
the  Manchester  Town-Planning  Exhibition 
next  month  are  Air.  Ebenezer  Howard  ami 
Mr.  Thomas  Adams- — both  of  whom  did 
much  lecturing  to  co-operative  societies  on 
the  Garden  City  idea,  nearly  twenty  years 
ago.  Mr.  Howard's  book  oil  “ A City  in  the 
Fields”  was  the  beginning  of  Letch  worth,' 
and  the  association  of  Air.  Alien  rin 
Williams,  ALP.,  with  the  housing  move- 
ment. At  the  Crystal  Palace  Co-operative 


I'ieu)  Cottage,  Air.  Norclnvood’s  resi- 
dence, had  a placard  covering  the  front  door 
on  which  was  a greeting  as  follows: — “ Our 
jubilee,  with  the  president's  best  wishes  for 
future  success.  Fellow-members, 
remember  when  you  ask  for  C.W.S.  produce, 
you  are  supporting  your  own*  industries.” 

1 bedroom  window-sill  had  a model  ” of 
me  world’s  teapot  ” being  filled  with  C.W.S. 
a;  and  there  were  other  coloured  placards 
11  ^ le  window®  of  the  ground  floor. 

1 notice  tliat  Air.  Edwin  Elliott, ' whose 
trials  have  delighted  readers  of  the  “Co- 
operative News  ” during  the  past  dozen 
55ai?-  IS  Boing  to  give  a few  tips  to  a South 
«uckney  audience  on  “ The  Gentle  Art  of 
°'f  Writing.”  .His  hearers  are  sure  of 
a interesting  time,  for  Air.  Elliott  will 
*e  a . to  speak  from  a long  practical 
experience  of  his  subject. 

Heston,  this  coming  week,  will  be  in 
(VI  l .^'ory  t*le  celebration  of  its 

tabWux 1U  TV  861168  °{  • brUliant  livin6 
rise  V 1 le  co-operative  society  has 
n o to  the  occasion  with  a great  blue 
Va  • r J*!0  "alls,  so  that  the  great  in- 
nr<  i'1  VS'tor6 — a f«'v  hundred  Americans 

wlnt'00  6<  l<)  *>e  t*lere~can  -see  at  a glance 
* “ d"i',s  for  lhe  p",ple 


1922  A 'D  THE  HIGH  JUMP. 


Co-opeuative  Trade  for  1922:  ‘‘I  Must  Bf.at  that  Fellow. 


Trade  is  the  life-blood  of  lhe  movement,  and  a strenuous  oompaign  i$  to 
he  inaugurated  in  the  early  autumn  to  increase  co-operative  business  through- 
out the  kingdom. 


Festival  in  the  first  year  of  the  Twentieth 
Century,  there  was  a series  of  photographs 
of  houses  belonging  to  co-opera (Ove  societies, 
and  Air.  T.  Adams — we  called  him  Tommy 
Adams  whfii  we  got  to  know  him  better — 
came  aloiig^as  secretary  of  the  Garden  City 
Association  and  showed  a hew  way  of 
planning  places  for  people. 

An  American  paper  refers  to  Europe  as 
“America’s  debtor  half.” 

Out  and  About. 


CO-OPERATIVE  CHAOS. 


[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”} 

Sir, — When  I have  read  my  “ News  ” 1 
feel  there  is  much  chaos  in  the  movement. 
Under  " Pertinent  Questions.”  we  have  the 
article  which  charges  societies  with  taking 
too  much  profit  on  the  goods  they  sell. 
Under  “Points  for  the  Board-room”  we 
find  mention  of  managers  who  are  being 
dispensed  with  because  they  are  not  making 
sufficient  profit.  It  leads  me  to  think  for 
whom  do  we  managers  work?  ' It  seems 
necessary  to  state  that  each  society  is  a 
separate  concern  and  answerable  to  its 
members.  The  members  prefer  a Is.  fid., 
2s.,  or  -2s.  fid.  dividend.  Then  why 
should  men  in  Manchester  \vant  to 
interfere?  The  managers  and  committees 
know  wliafc  the  local  conditions  are 
and  what  they  have  to  compete 
with  in  their  own  towns.  The  members 
have  been  told  that  their  privilege  of  being 
a member  is  that'  they  have  a voice  in  the 
^control  of  its  operations.  If  the  selling 
price  of  everything  is  -going  to  be  fixed  in 
Manchester,  local  control  will  disappear 
altogether.  Let  each  committee  and 
manager  study  the'  needs  of  their  own 
society,  and  let  the  C.W.S.  directors  bend 
themselves  to  the  needs  of  their  business’. 
It  will  require  all  the  ability  they  possess. 
There  are  a lot  of  things  in  Balloon-street 
that  could  be  done  much  better.  Let  them 
perfect  their  own  house  and  then  they  may 
go  outside  and  begin  to  advise  others. 

The  co-operative  movement  in  the  past 
has  been  built , iip  by  supplying  a good 
article  at  a reasonable  price  and  Having  a 
surplus  to  hand  ovbr  as  dividend.  Atten- 
tion to  those  three  points,  with  a good 
service  added,  is  all  that  is  needed  to  make 
the  movement  go  forward  to  greater 
achievements. — Yours,  &e.f 

Twf.xty-one  Years  a AIanageii  and 
Buyer. 


-Societies  are  reminded  that  the  special 
offer  of  the  new  Co-operative  Directory  at 
5s.  a copy,  post  free,  is  only  available  until 
September  2nd.  We  are  desired  to  point, 
out  also  that  this  special  price  is  only  for 
co-operative  societies  in  membership  with 
the  Co-operative  Union.  The  ordinary  price 
ot  the  publication  is  10s.  fid.  a copy,  post 
free. 

Mr.  David  Thomas  (director  of  the 
C. vma von  Society)  is  now  ninety  years  of 
age.-  He  never  misses  a single  meeting  of 
Hie  committee. 
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WHAT  OUR  READERS 
THINK. 

[To  the  Editor,  “Co-operativf.  News.”] 

The  Co-operative  College. 

Sir, — During  holidays  1 was  forivmiite  (?) 
enough  to  eonio  through  one  of  the  Empire's 
university  towns,  Oxford,  but  was  by  no 
means  enamoured.  These  colleges  may  h ive 
history  nr,tl  tradition,  and  that  is  about  all. 
The  most  interesting  part  of  Oxford  to  me 
was  the  Buskin  College.  W e were  very  kindly 
shown  through  all  of  this  building  and  .very 
question  put  to  the  secretary  was  very  lltly 
and  courteously  answered.  Now  the  ques- 
tions I would  Like  seme  enlightenment  on 
are  as  follows  : — 

Why  cannot  gome  arrangement  be  com© 
to  whereby  an  amicable  agreement  might 
he  made,  to  incorporate  the  Co-operative 
College  curriculum?  or 

C'unnct  an  amalgamation  of  the  Ru.skiu 
and  Co-operative  Colleges  be  arranged? 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  these  ideas  hove 
occurred  to  the  powers  that  be  in  the 
C.E.C.  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  but  there 
are  some  (and  plenty  I suppo??)  who  hi) vc 
not  the  pros,  and  cons,  of  the  whole  matte!'. 

I understand  that  the  Ruskin  College  is 
always  in  debt,  and  that  they  hod  about  .-ixty 
students  last  sessicn.  This  being  so,  will 
the  Co-operative  College  get  as  many  ns 
sixty  students  each  year,  and  if  so,  will  this 
also  be  a source  of  financial  worry?  I have 
heard  it  said  that  tlie  C.E.C.  are  endeavour- 
ing to  get  about  £50,000  for  their  College 
Building.  Weil,  here  is  a chance,  so  it  appears 
to  me,  to  practically  get  our  College  at 
about  half,  that  price,  and  no  doubt  save  on 
expenses.  However,  being  one  of  those 
curious  inquirers,  perhaps  “the  powers  that 
he  ” mentioned  earlier  in  this  letter,  would 
let  some  very  important  information  out 
through  the  valuable  source  of  your  paper. 
— Yours  faithfully, 

CT-.ni.sM  an. 

Departmental  Organisation. 

• Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  draw  attention 
to  an  advertisement  in  your  issue  of  August 
12th  for  a fully  qualified  pork  butcher  under 
tile  supervision  of  the  butchery  manager. 

This  combination  of  distinctive,  businesses 
in  the  co-operative  movement  raises  the 
whole  question  of  business  organisation. 
The  movement  appears  to  be  much  handi- 
capped in  competition  for  trad©  by  this 
linking  together  of  distinct  businesses. 
While  small  societies  have  not  the  same 
specialised  form  of  competition  to  meet  as 
larger  societies  in*  the  c ities,  they  can  con- 
tinue without  feeling  the  effect,  but  larger 
societies  ought  and  must  strike  out  on  new 
lines  to  meet  this  specialised  form  of  com- 
petition if  they  are  to  progress  or  hold  their 

The  general  public  will  always  patronise 
these  whose  sjiops  and  business  give  them 
tlie  impression  of  distinctiveness.  While 
the  butchering  departments  of  the  move- 
ment are  organised  on  the^ines  followed  by 
a great  many  of  the  societies  they  will  never 
be  able  to  command  the  trade  of  their 
members. 

So  long  as  the  butchering  department  is 
looked  uixm  as  sei  ond  only  to  grocery,  an.l 
perk  as  a sic©  line  to  be  considered  rnly  when 
there  are  no  more  worlds  to  conquer  in  the 
grocery  line,  so  long  will  the  movement  fail 
to  attract  the  fully-qualified  men  societies 
i^pd. — Ycurs  sincerely, 

York.  E.  Fredricks. 

C.W.S.  Wages. 

Sjr, — The  C.W.S.  Press  Agency  state- 
ment on  wages  puts  the  case  fairly  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the. juniors,  hut  ignores 
those  over  the  age  of  twenty-one.  those 
with  responsibilities  (at  work  and  at  home). 
It  is  true  that  a young  man  getting  £3  at 
twenty-one  is  paid  130  per  cent,  or  so  more 
than  the  1914  rate;  it  would  be  just  as 
much  to  the  point  to  state  that  a hoy  who 
received  6s.  in  1914  now  gets  £3,  or  a ten- 
fold increase.  But  what  is  the  position  to- 
day of  the  employee  who  was  twenty-one  or 
thereabouts  in  1914?  Normally,  he  would 
have  received- small  annual  increases,  and 
by  11422  would  be  in  receipt  of  40s.  to  42s. 
Does  he  receive  even  the  Government  per- 
centage increase?  As  a matter  of  fact,  he 
reedves  but  a few  shillings  more  than  the 
youth  of  twenty-one.  who  was  errand  hoy 
when  lie  joined  up.  The  dissatisfaction 
at  Balloon-street. is  not  amongst  the  juniors, 
hut  amongst  those  who  have  juniors  to  feed. 
If  the  directors  would  remedy  the  grievances 
of  the  seniors,  one  union  at  least  (the 
N.U.C’.jy  would  he  prepared  to  accent  a 
lower  scale  up  to  twenty-one,  but  it  is  no 
consolation  to  a young  married  man  receiv- 
ing. on  a fair  computation,  some-  GU  per 
cent,  above  pre-war  standard,  to  know  that 
a junior  receives  130  per  cent,  above. — 
Yours.  Ac.,  Clerk. 

[Many  ether  letters  are  in  typo  and  will  be 
given  as  space  permits.] 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


• A.  T.  Corns. — We  cannnot  say  what  the 
C.l.S.  point  of  view  was,  hut  tlveunnlensant 
experience  you  describe  does  not  affect  any 
of  the  views  expressed  in  our  “ leader.” 

Roiikrts. — Thunks  for  your  interest  in 
the  “News.”  Keep  pushing  the  E.C, 


“ MOST  NECESSARY 
THING.’' 

SWEEP  AWAY  APATHY. 

[By  a Guildsman.] 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Ceutrnl  Coun- 
cil of  the  Men’s  Guild  it  was  decided  that 
the  time  had  come  for  it  to  unite  with 
similar  bodies  of  men  co-operators  in  other 
countries.  The  world  is  growing  smaller 
every 'day,  and  ambitious  guildsmen  who 
dream  dreams  and  see  visions  already  en- 
visage a great  International  Co-operative 
Men’s-  Guild  having  members  in  every  land 
beneath  the  sun.  The  time  when  co-opera- 
tors could  dwell  apart  from  each  other  has 
gone  never  to  return.  Co-operation  is  no 
longer  national;  it  is  international;  and 
co-operative  teachers  and  propagandists, 
like  co-operative  traders  and  bankers,  must 
now  think  internationally,  and  take  the 
whole  world  for  their  province.  Guildsmen, 
who  are-  always  in  the  van  bf  progress,  and 
who  claim  to  be  pace-makers  in  co-opera- 
tion, are  therefore  moving  on  towards  still 
wider  forms  of  organisation,  more  embracing 
associations  of  co-operatively-minded  men. 

Thinking  this,  the  Central  Council 
agreed  to  do  a little  “ broadcasting,”  and 
to  send  information  concerning  the  Men’s 
Guild  and  its  work  to  all  quarters  of  the 
co-operative  world.  Simultaneously,  men 
co-operators  in  other  countries  were  sitting 
down  to  write  for  particulars  of  the  Guild 
and  instructions  how  to  organise  men  under 
co-operative  auspices.  As  a result,  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  pos- 
sible to  form  an  International  Guild  of  Co- 
operative Men  during  the  meetings  of  the 
next  International  Co-cperative  Congress. 
Men  co-operators  are  on  tire  march ; and 
organised  guildsmen  may  yet  become 
pioneers  in  the  huger  fields  of  international 
co-operation. 

The  Guild  Abroad. 

Already  steps  are  being  taken  to  form  a 
Men’s  Guild  in  Australia,  where  co-opera- 
tion is  spreading  rapidly  at  the  present 
time.  At  the  forthcoming  Australian  Con- 
gress the  question  of  forming  a guild  will 
Ijc  discussed,  and  although  it  is  dangerous 
to  prophesy,  it  seems  likely  that  a begin- 
ning will  be  made.  If  so,  the  men  who  live 
“down  under”  will  not  be  slow  to  let  the 
whole  world  know  what  they  are  doing  to 
turn  the  Australian  into  a Co-operative 
Commonwealth. 

In  Canada,  too,  active  men,  recognising 
how  necessary  it  is  that  men  co-operators 
should  he  organised,  have  already  decided 
to  establish  a Men's  Guild  without  delay. 
Mr.  George  Keen,  secretary  of  the  Canadian 
Co-operative  Union,  writes  to  say  that  the 
United  Board  of  that  Union  will  -recom- 
mend the  forthcoming  Canadian  Congress 
to  authorise  the  formation  of  a Canadian 
Men’$  Guild  during  the  coming  year.  So 
the  Guild  moves  on,  at  home  and  abroad, 
its  progress  being  hastened  in  many  coun- 
tries by  students  returning  home  from  the 
Co-operative  College  at  Holyoake  House, 
where  they  have  met  leaders  of  The  British 
Guild  and  become  interested  in  its  work 
and  future  development.  Ideas  travel, 
knowledge  spreads,  and  as  the  work  of  the 
Men’s  Guild  becomes  better  known,  both 
nationally. and  internationally,  it  will  secure 
a larger  place  in  tlve  sun,  and  render  greater 
service  to  the  movement. 

At  the  present  time,  however,  the  most 
necessary  thing  is  to  strengthen  the  Guild 
in  Britain.  The  Guild  is  not  so  strong  as 
it  should  be;  Guild  branches  are  less  active 
than  they  ought  to  be;  and  individual 
guildsmen  are  less  enthusiastic  than  they 
might  he.  From  John  o'  Groats  to  Land's 
End  come  complaints  of  apathy,  indiffer- 
ence. sloth,  ond  other  deadly  sins.  And  the 
burden  of  these  complaints  is  everywhere 
the  same — “ the  harvest  is  great,  but  the 
labourers  are  few.”  “ We  find  it  difficult 
to  secure  new  workers,” . says  one  branch 
secretary.  ” Only  a few  1 stand-bys  ' c an 
be  depended  upon,”  writes  another.  “ Our 
members  are  very  unwilling  to  pay  the  in- 
creased subscription,”  adds  a third. 
“ Nothing  but  an  earthquake  will  wake  the 
men  about  here,”  yet  a fourth  declares. 

Called  to  Work. 

Really,  gentlemen,  it  will  not  do!  Mem- 
bers of  the  Men's  Guild  are  called  to  work, 
not  to  sleep,  and  the  whole  co-operative 
world' expects  every  man  tp  do  his  duty. 
That  duty  is  to  put  life  into  the  co-operative 
movement,  to  stimulate  cooperative  socie- 
ties to  greater  activity,  anti  to  make  the 
wheels  of  trade  go  round  more  quickly. 


There  is  a world  to  lx*  organised,  great  hosts 
of  men  co-operators  to  be  educated,  a civil- 
isation to  be  rebuilt.  Yet,  in  fate  of  these 
great  tasks,  at  this  time  of  hope  and  oppor- 
tunity, some  guilds  are  positively  doing 
little  or  nothing  to  justify  Ui  : ir  existence. 

For  an  example  of  the  blight  that  falls 
upon  some  guilds,  took  at  the  Boltoiydisti  iet, 
where  the  District  Council  shows  no  sign  of 
life.  Two  or  three  years  ago  the  Bolton  dis- 
trict was  the  pride  of  the  whole  g'.uhl. 
To-dav,  the  less  said  about  it  the  better. 
Still,  the  Belton  District  Council  is  not  dead 
— it  is  only  .sleeping,  and  perhaps  this  knock 
will  be  loud  enough  to  rouse  its  members 
from  their  slumbers.  For  another  example, 
consider  tilie  epistle  from  a branch  m the 
Loivlun  district;  “ Our  members  have  de- 
cided not  to  affiliate  to  the  central  body  any 
longer  on  account  of  the  increased  subscrip- 
tion. We  are  still  with  you  in  spine,  mid 
wish  you  success  in  your  work.” 

It  is  almost  unbelievable  that  a letter  like 
this 'should  come  from  Lcudon— tue  heart  of 
the  Empire,  the  hub  of  the  universe,  the 
richest  city  in  the  world.  It  is  true,  never- 
theless, that  a few  guildsmen  in  Loudon 
object  to  contribute  one  shilling  each 
annually  towards  the  cost  of  maintaining  the 
central  organisation.  After  all,  .what  is  n 
shilling  o year?  It  is  exactly  one  penny  per 
month  less  than  one  farthing  per  week, 
much  less  than  one  German  mark  per  day! 
Surely  these  London  guildsmen  will  recon- 
sider their  decision?  Three  energetic  men 
in  a branch  would  soon  raise  enough  money 
to  finance  its  work  fer  twelve  months' 

The  Brighter  Side. 

Let  no  more  be  said  of  such  doleful  things 
in  these  columns.  Rather  let  the  tale  be 
told  of  growth  and  enlargement,  of  national 
and  international  progress,  of  willing 
workers  and  increasing  funds.  For  there  is 
life  in  almost  every  part  cf  the  guild.  Now 
members  are  being  enrolled.  New  branches 
are  being  formed.  Branches  are  active, 
District  Councils  are  progressive  and  enter- 
prising; and  the  joint  honorary  secretaries 
do  watch  over  the  branches  as  bishops  watch 
over  the  church.  During  the  last  few  days, 
men  in  several  parts  of  Great  Britain  have 
written  saving  that  they  ana  trying  to  estab- 
lish a guild  in  connection  with  their  local 
society.  A branch  is  being  formed  at 
Horsham,  another  is  growing  at  Barry,  while 
several  have  lately  been  established  in  the 
villages  served  by  th©  Pontycymraer  Society. 
And  the  formation  of  others  will  be 
announced  shortly. 

Moreover,  local  guilds  are  beginning  to  be 
noticed  by  really  important  people.  New 
Swindon  branch  was  recently  addressed  by  a 
dignitary  of  tlve  church.  The  Middlesbrough 
Guild  is  to  entertain  Mr.  Trevelyan  Thomp- 
son, M.P.,  on  September  13th,  when  that 
gentleman  will  speak  oil  “Social  Ideals.” 
Branches  in  Manchester,  London.  Sheffield, 
and  Birmingham  are  receiving  visits  from 
ladies  and  gentlemen  who  hope  to  be  M.P.'s 
before  the  world  is  much  older.  Branches 
in  the  Oldham  district  are  to  be  visited  by 
C'.W.S.  directors  and  prominent  officials  of 
the  Co-cperatiVo  Union.  Let  the  members 
of  the  guild  Like  encouragement-  from  these 
signs  of  the  times.  When  churchmen  and 
statesmen  take  notice  of  an  organisation 
their  action  proves  they  recognised  its 
importance.  Mr.  Lloyd  George  may  yet  seek 
an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Men’s  Guild.  Who  knows 
what  may  happen  during  the  next  ten  years! 


LIVERPOOL’S  GLIDERS. 


BALLOONS  TRAVEL  15  MILES. 

The  possibilities  of  sowing  the  co- 
operative seed  over  a wide  area  by  means 
of  balloons  it-re  demonstrated  by  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Liverpool  Society.  A few 
ays  ago  six  rubber,  gasrfilled  balloons  were 
liberated  at  about  3 p.m.  from  ” Unity 
House,”  the  society’s  mngnifiuelit  emporium 
in  Byrom-stroet,  in  connection  with  a loyal 
demonstration.  About  6 p.m.  on  the  same 
evening  they  were  picked  up  in  a field  at 
Dislev,  near  Stockport,  so  that  they  must 
have  travelled  abour  forty-five  miles  in 
three  hours. 

Tbs  following  is  the  letter  which  the 
society  ' received  from  Mr.  Tom  C'ui  less, 
Stone  House , Newton  Moor,  II  'de. 
announcing  their  discovery  : — 

” Perhaps  it  might  interest  you  to  know 
that  six  balloons  (all  tied  to  one  string) 
bearing  your  mime  ‘Liverpool  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd..’  alighted  in  a field  at  Bow- 
stouegates,  Dislev,  near  Stockport,  about 
6 p.m.  on  Saturday,  August  19th. 

••  1 saw  them  falling  and  out  of  curiosity 
picked  them  up.  If  they  have  actually 
travelled  from  Liverpool  it  is  extraordinary, 
ns  the  distance  must  be  over  forty-five  miles. 

“ Perhaps  son»s  children  have  liberated 
them,  but  if  it  is  part  of  an  advertising 
scheme,  I should  like  to  know  whether  or 
not  they  have  come  from  Liverpool. 

“ Hope  veil  will  excuse  me  if  I am  tres- 
passing on  your  valuable  time,  but  I thought 
you  would  be  interested.  I enclose  one  of 
them — of  course  they  were  all  inflated  whmi 
they  dropped.” 


CALENDAR. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Edufutional  Secretaries'  A-sociali.  n r*t 
Sei-tion).*-Cent«ence  in  .th,  1* 
(N.-operaiive  .Society,  Upper  par|,,. 
street,  Nottingham,  '.it  2-45  p.m  (,. 
Professor  V.  Hull.  M.A.  (Adviv 
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cation  committee  . 

and  Women's  Guilds,  

branches  in  the  North-West'  rn  >. 
fhe  Co-operative  Hall,  Norlb-r... 
sight,  at  2 p.m.  An  address  m \| 
Mercer  (Parlfnmeiitory  Candidal- 
Mi**  Side  Division  of  Mnncheu.*.) 
operative  Aim  in  Politic.-*."  i Imn. 
A.  E.  Wood,  K.C.  (Parliamentary  i 
for  the  itusholme  Division  of  51. o 
Midland  Section. — Stafford  District- l, 
in  (he  Co-operative  HUH.  n»< 
Tiplon,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  di* 
" The  Financial  Position  of 
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Forn 


Itawdoii, 
sideration 
1914-1921  " 
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Administration  in  (he  Retail  Tij<t.. 
Render  of  Mr.  George  Riddle'  i 
Paper,  Mr.  C.  11.  Clifton  (chain., jn  „t 
- Tipton  Society). 

North-Western  Educational  AMoeiati,  a (North* 
East  Lancashire  Group). — Confer  n.  ? 
Town  Hull-street,  Blackburn,  it  j 
Subject  fur  discussion:  "Hotv  t- . i 
a Propaganda  Week,"  Address  l,v  jl,  t c 
Crowltier  (C.W.S.). 

Norlh-We,stern  Section.— Airedale  Didri.-i  pnB. 
ference,  in  the  Crugg  Baptist  Schoolroom 
it  3-30  p.m.  Subject  t 

“ A Statistical  Survey  q 
; to  be  introduced  l.y  Mr.  ]|. 
xecutivg  committee). 

„ „ Norlh-Weetern  Section  (No.  4 Group).— Confer- 
once  in  the  open  air,  at  Point.. n,  ( hi  l .r. 
3 p.m.  (If  wet,  in  the  United  M.-tliodoi 
Chapel.)  Subject  fer  discussion:  " fo. 
operative  Social  Institutes."  Speaker,  Cotta, 
cillor  A.  Park. 

5 Tu.  Women's  Guild. — South  Metropolitan  District 
Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall  (over 
Stores),  brownliill-roml.  Cat  ford.  > K 6.  ot 
2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discu-  am  : " Slar- 
ried  Women  in  Paid  Position*-."  S|.<al.r, 
Mrs.  Rcol  (district  member). 

„ „ Women's  Guild. — Surrey*  Distric  t i - nfetv-n. .-. 

in  the  Grounds  of  lteigate  Priory,  at  2 45 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : Married 

Women  in  Paid  Position-."  Speak,  t Mo. 
Tucker  (Seitir.nal  Council  member). 

9 S.  Northern  Section. — Cumberland  nnd  \\.  tin..r- 
land  District  Conference,  in  the  Christ 
Church  Parish  Rooms,  Penrith,  at  2 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion:  Mr..  G.  Riddle's 

Congress  paper. 

Southern  Section. — Cambridge  Disin.-I  (..nh*r- 
er.ee.  in  the  Co-operative  Hall.  St.  Ned-, 
nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  di-cu-  i a : Mr. 

Riddle's  Congress  paper;  to  be  introduced 
by  Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd  (secretary.  Nuithi-ra 
Section). 

9-10  Rivssendalc  District  Association. — Week- •- n. I Mi-  -I 
ut  Hill  End  House, -Burnley.  Lect.ir.*r,  Mr. 
T.  W.  Mercelr-  (Co-operative  Union).  Sub- 
ject : " Co-operative  Relations." 

13  W.  Women's  Guild. — Lincoln  District  < i.-r  i.  - 

in  the  Central  Premises  of  th  Lincoln 

Society,  at  2-30  p.m.  Speaker,  Mr-,  li*- 
ivorth  (sectional  secretary). 

.Yemen's  Guild.— South  Durham  ami  Soriti 
Yorkshire  District  Conference,  in  tic-  Church 
Hall,  Marslte-hy-Sea,  nt  2-30  p.m.  S»bj«t 
for  discussion  : " Married  Women  in  IViid 
Position**."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Clo:-.-. 

16  S North-Western  Educational  A.-- . mi. n.— 
Conference  in  the  Lesser  Co-opera t.v.-  Rail. 
Church-street,  Lancaster,  nt  3 p.m  sub- 
ject " for  discussion  : " The  < ■ • | rj'iv 

Press.”  Paper  by  Mr.  W.  Gregory. 
Southern  Section. — Hants  District  t I-  r-  r.A 
at-  the  Morris  Hall,  C'omm-n  ul-r.ad, 
Southampton,  nt  2-30  p.m.  Sub).  ' for  <E~ 
cushion:  " The  Financial  Position  .1  thi-  Co- 
operative Movement  in  Relation  to  NY* 
Forms  of  Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade."  Reader  of  Mr.  Riddle'-  r.-ngn— 
Paper,  Sir.  R.  Hibberd  (secretary  ' oilliern 
Sectional  Board). 

Educational  Secretaries'  Association  ( Milliard 
Section).— Conference  in  the  Ed...  .iti.uul 
Room,  Chapel-street,  Rugby,  at  3 |u»- 
Address  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co-upenitivt 
Union). 

Men's  Guild  (Mid-Yorkshire  Di-In.'  ( -m 
—Conference  in  the  Central  Pren.  . I'*r- 
street,  Brighoc.se,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  lor 
discu£3icn  : “The  Co-operative  l'r.v* 

Speaker,  .Mr.  S.  Hall  (Cleokh.  " ' 
director.  National  Publishing  Society ». 
Women's  Guild.— South  Yorkshire 

Conference,  in  the  Wesleyan  St-1..  !.  T.ulull 
Green,  Brighton,  near  Shemeld.  3 l’"1 
Subject  for  di-*cussiou  : " Our-  K -"“I  I'"' 
C.W.S."  Speaker.  Mi*.  M.  E.  C"11Kl1 
(C.W.S:  director). 


By  Appointment. 


Delicious  is  not 
the  word  for  it ! 

Ordinary  cream  is  “delicious. 
But  taste  Nestle’s,  which  is  extra- 
ordinary  cream,  and  you  will  agree 
that  delicious  doesn’t  half  describe 
its  enticing  smoothness  and  sur- 
passing flavour.  Now  is  the  time 
to  enjoy  it,  with  all  kinds  of 
luscious  fruit,  and  with  dainty  pies 
and  tarts  and  cool  cereals.  En- 
tirely  free  from  preservatives. 

NESTLES 
= CREAM 

Often  11  Whipped  " — Never  Beaten* 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE'S,  6-8,  Eastcheap.  E.C3 
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A FIRST  EFFORT. 

notHgham’s  successful 

DEMONSTRATION. 

On  Tuesday,  August  22nd,  the'  Notting- 
ham Society  held  a vehicular  parade,  which 
started  from  Glasshouse-street  and  went 
ejir|it  miles  through  the  thickly  populated 
pnits  of  the  city.  The  procession  was 
headed  by  a mounted  man  on  horseback 
dressed  as  a herald,  who  was  followed  by 
two  mounted  police,  and  then  the  society’s 
charabanc  with  a brass  band.  Then 
followed  the  trade  section,  which  com- 
prised eleven  vehicles,  each  giving  a dis- 
play from  the  various  departments.  After 
tfiese  came  the  heavy  vehicles  of  the 
society,  followed  by  the  farm  section  and 
the  light  vans,  and  the  procession  was 
brought  to  ,i  close  by  the  motor  section, 
the  two  “ Sentinel  ” vehicles  bringing  up 
the  rear. 

The  procession  was  the  first  of  the  kind 
that  the  Nottingham  Society  has  attempted, 

' and  practically  all  along  the  route  there 
were  big  crowds.  It  undoubtedly  aroused 
great  interest,  and  was  the  mejjns  of 
stimulating  the  attendance  at  the  exhibi- 
tion, which  was  being  held  at  the  Drill 
Hall. 

The  exhibits  in  the  trade  section  were, 
of  course,  the  main  attraction  of  the 
parade,  and  it  is  but  lair  to  emphasise  the 
judges’  remarks  that  there  was  not  a 
great  deal  between  the  first  prize  and  the 
lowest-placed  vehicle. 

The  directors  of  the  Nottingham  Society 
realise  that  they  are  greatly  indebted  to 
the  City  Police  for  the  excellent  arrange- 
ments made,  and  also  to  Messrs,  Merchant 
and  Sutton,  who  acted  as  judges.  They 
further  realise  that  the  parade  could  not 
possibly  have  been  held  without  the  hearty 
co-operation  and  rivalry  which  prevailed 
amongst  the  staff. 

The  prize  list  read  as  follows:  — 

Tradc  section.— 1,  butchery  department; 

department  ; 3,  green  fruit  de- 
partment; highly  commended,  bakery  de- 
partment. 

Heavy  vehicles.— 1,  Mr.  Godber;  highly 
commended,  Mr.  Wright.  ' 

Farm  section.— 1,  ° Ruddington  Farm 
produce  (driver.  Mr.  I*ake);  highly  com- 
mended, Ruddington  Farm,  live  stock 
(driver,  Mr.  Dring). 

Light  vehicles.-!,  No.  5!  van  (Mr.  Hop- 
kmsont;  No.  o5  van  (Mr.  Roe);  3,  No.  3 
van  (Mr  Thomas);  highly  commended,  No 
12  van  (Mr.  Roadley). 

Motors—1,  No.  1 -Sentinel”  (Mr 
martin);  highly  commended,  No.  2 - Ford  ” 
(Mr.  Porter). 


NEWS  FROM  ALL  PARTS. 

INTERESTING  JOTTINGS  ABOUT  MANY  MATTERS. 


JUBILEE  EVENTS, 

CINDER  HILL  AND  ANNESI.EY 
CELEBRATIONS. 

I"°  NotthiJSnshm  sari.,.; 
h ' iah.'cc  tllis  vcnr.  The  A.n.eS  ££ 
r,  SoaetyshauM  have  had  ils  , eiehratjau 

fif  tlle,  C!’ur,'h  Ht.II  to  a tea,  this 
sfl  & folIo«ed  bv  sports.  Each  child 
eeWeffa"  SP^5'  in scri  Le.l  imig.  The 
,ltbs, . S|,urts  , l’e  mi.ne.-oM,  and 
av 1,  Pnzcs  "ere  ."varded  ta  the 
ST  , bei,'E  distr.butod  hv  the 

H'*  retenfl^;! 
ro„,W,.P.  s|i>H'"a  contests  at  Etistmwd, 
teiiaered  some  choice  selections 

is  Ch.deS0!^'  "'I,idl,  ntW‘'P  jnhiiee 
of  th!  , , ■ 1 ,s  mheresting  faet  tliat 

, V 'V  TtS  » ■»*  heeil  in  exist- 
5h  i T')  l0r  T;  identiiied 

mnLS  th.rty-five  years,  and  is  non-  tile 
and  Mr  With  Tatlon- 

Bociotv'  : H'brn>  '!r'  h’nvk  organised  the 
tion  I ' a"mlal  ,10rtieu!tnral  exl.ibi- 
Zlt  h ‘ 'r:,S  lKkl  on  Saturday,  the 
entrir  1 E " vei'y  successful  une.  The 
Uioso  T?'  “ t'0"siieral>lc  inerease  over 
exhibit,  „ IStrVGr''  ?1'<I -the  quality  of  tl.e 
s|,0„.  ' s '"E11-  I"  eon.ie.  tion  with  the 
i„  ' a s'"al>  u Lair."  tl.e  ehildren  hnv- 
babie  " °rongl,lj'  enjoyable  treat.  Eve,,  tl.e 

sl'»»  'nttnctcT‘  frrEotl<!1''  “,Kl  Uielr  litiie 
acted  a large  number  of  people. 


Much  sympathy  is  felt  in  ;.he  Chu.rlev  tlis- 
‘wttlAIr.  Fred  Hull,  ol  the  Wheelton 
..  whoso  wife,  passed  away  on  Friday, 

illness 'at’  ““  ag°  °f  Unilyt-tliiee,  after  an 
CSS  °I  only  „ couple  el  weeks. 

lUy“,dil“",?0vine  A 
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Jhf,  social  science  class  of  the  Glamorgan 
County  Mining  Summer  School,  held  ;t 
Penarth,  paid  an  interesting  visit  to.  the 
C.W.S.  Depot,  St.  Mary -street,  Cardiff, 
l lie  students  of  this  class  were  taking  a 
three  week’s  course  in  tlio  subjects, 
“Economics,”  “Civics,”  and  “Economic 
History,”  and  part  of  the  tuition  was  com-, 
prised  of  visits  of  a nature  having  distinct 
relation  to  the  subjects  under  study. 
Rluwbiiui  Garden  Village  was  visited  in 
connection  with  the  “Civics”  course,  and 
the  visit  mentioned  at  the  outset  formed  a 
practical  demonstration  in  connection  with 
the  “ Economics  ” conns©. 


The  party  numbered  twenty,  and  unJj?r 
the  able  guidance  of  Mr.  C.  Dureli  grocery 
department)  every  department  was 
inspected.  The  members  of  the  party,  did 
not  forget  that  they  were  also  students,  and 
•Air.  Darch  was  subjected  to  a -perfect  volley 
of  questions  of  a very  diversive  character. 
Following  tea,  Mr.  I*’.  Strong  (insura 
department)  gave  a short  but  instructive 
address  upon  “ Co-operative  Insurant1 
He  also  gave  very  able  replies  to  the  points 
raised  by  the  student  party. 


There  were  many  co-operators  among  the 
saudents,  and  the  visit  further  strengthened 
their  belief  in  the  need  and  place  of  co- 
operation in  the  economic  life  of  -ill  nations. 
Those  who  previously  laid  not  had  any 
intimate  contact  with  the  movement 
expressed  both  surprise  and  admiration  of 
the  manner  in  which  co-operators  demon- 
strated in  a practical  sense  their  ability  to 
control  and  to  govern  for  themselves. 

The  time  for  the  Bristol  eisteddfod  is 
drawing  nigh,  and  Mr.  Cox  and  his  many 
workers  are  expecting  a bumping-  success. 
The  function  will  have  an  influence  extend- 
ing much  further  than  the  Bristol  Society’s 
borders,  and  aspirants  for  honours  are 
coming  from  many  of  the  societies  in  the 
area  covered  by  the  Bristol  and  Somerset 
Conference  Association.  A pleasing  feature 
is  the  splendid  response  to  the  appeal  for 
sufficient  half-crowns  to  guarantee  the  cost 
of  the  prize  medals  being  covered. 

The  work  of  the  Employees’  Sports  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Bristol  Society  is  moving 
apace,  and  now  the  strenuous  winter 
games  are  superseding  the  less  exacting 
games  of  summer.  The  junior  guilds,  in 
particular,  are  also  actively  interested,  and 
so  far  as  Bristol  is  concerned  facilities  will 
not  be  lacking  to  cater  for  co-operators’ 
recreative  desires. 

The  nnich-talked-of  railway  to  join  North 
and  South  Devon  by  a direct  line  bids  fair 
to  materialise,  and  at  Hastier  sleigh,  the 
south  end  of  the  line,  a new  town  is  arising 
to  house  the  workers  already,  engaged  upon 
its  construction.  This  is  in  the  area 
covered  by  the  Okehampton  Society,  and 
efforts  are  being  made  to  cater  for  the 
requirements  of  the  railway  workers  by 
the  local  society.  Mr.  Willis  and  Mr. 
Truscott,  the  chairman  and  secretory  re- 
spectively of  the  Devon  District  Conference 
Association,  are  keenly  interested  in  the 
project.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
whereby  these  two  gentlemen,  along  with 
the  sectional  organiser,  are  to  explain  the 
principles  and  practices  of  co-operation  to 
the  workers  at  Hathersleigh. 

Quite  a large  percentage  of  our  members 
are  unaware  of  the  capacity  of  the  move- 
ment to  cater  for  all  their  requirements, 
and  unless  the  various  societies  take  steps 
to  acquaint  their  members  with  the  gouds 
they  can  supply  much  trade  will  still  con- 
tinue to  go  outside  our  movement. 

Bideford  co-operators  have  every  reason 
to  be  proud  of  their  record  and  their 
bakery.  The  bakery  has  been,  erected  by 
direct  labour,  and  ns  an  edifice  alone  is  a 
worthy  monument  to  the  co-operators  of 
the  town.  Its  products  are  also  very 
popular.  ... 

In  connection  with  the  N.U.R.,  an  orphan 
fund  fete  is  to  be  held  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
on  September  2nd.  One  of  the  attractions 

a high-class  concert  in  the  Centro  Tran- 
sept in  the  evening,  for  which  Mr.  Alec. 
Bell,  J.P.  (of  the  Co-operative  Printing 
Society),  is  arranging  the  programme.  Air. 
W.  T.  A Foot,  well  known  in  co-operative 
circles,  is  the  organising  secretary. 


The  Enfieid  Highway  Society's  rcpoit  for 
the  half-year  ended  July  39th,  which  Will  bo 


presented  at  the  divisional  meetings  on 
Monday,  states  that  the  net  sales  amount 
to  £281,808,  as  compared  with  £345,217  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  \ear.  Thcrd 
is  a disposable  surplus  of  £15,737,  and  this 
allows  the  committee  to  recommend  a rebate 
on  purchases  of  Is.  in  the  pound.  The 
amount  of  share  and  loan  capital  standing  to 
the  credit  of  members  at  the  end  of  the  half- 
year  was  £284,857,  an  increase  of  £720  < 
pared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year.  The  present  member-ship  stands  :>t 

gMkfo. 

Recent  negotiations  between  the 
N.A.U.S.A.  and  tlie  Guildford  Society  ? 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a new  schedule 
of  wages  rising  to  62s.  per  week  for 
assistants,  and  64s.  (id.  per  week  for  clerk 
'I  he  schedule  will  mean  re-adjustment  of 
wages  all  round ^ but  in  some  cases  this  will 
not  involve  reductions,  and  in  ethers  it  will 
mean  an  increase  on  present  rates.  It  was 
further  agreed  that  there  should  be  no  fur 
tlier  reduction  in  wages  unless  the  test  of 
living  falls  below  70  points  above  pre-war. 

Councillor  H.  T.  Mugger  id  go,  a well 
known  memben  of  the  South  Suburbai 
Society,  has  been  the  recipient  of  many 
sympathetic  messages  on  the  death  of  his 
son,  Mr.  Stanley  Muggerirlge,  who  sue 
cmnbed  to  injuries  sustained  in  a motor- 
cycle accident  at  Croydon. 


The  National  Amalgamated  Union  of  Shop- 
Assistants,  Warehousemen  and  ( I nks  ! 
been  in  negotiation  with  the  Brighton 
Society  concerning  the  revision  of  wages 
As  a result  of  the  negotiations  a new 
schedule  has  been  drawn  up  and  put'  into 
operation.  ... 

Brighton  co-operators  were  disappointed  at 
not  having  an  exhibition  during  Congress 
week.  As  some  slight  compensation  the 
Brighton  Society  are  arranging  to  hold  a joint 
exhibition  with  the  C.W.S.  in  the  town  from 
November  4th  to  November  11th. 


A return  bowling  match  was  played  on 
Saturday  afternoon  between  teams  repre 
senting  the  C.W.S.  Biscuit  Works  (Crump- 
snll)  and  the  C.W.S'  Irlam  Margarine 
Works  on  the  Crumpsall  green.  The  clerk 
of  the  weather  was  very  kind,  the  day 
being  everything  that  could  be  de-ired. 
Crumpsall ’soon  got  busy  in  an  attempt  to 
wipe  out  the  arrears'  (36)  which  were  put 
up  against  them  the  previous  match  at 
Irlam.  After  a break  fur  tea  the  games 
were  resumed,  Crumpsall  eventually  run- 
ning out  winners  by  78  points.  On  the 
whole  everyone  spent  a very  enjoyable  and 
pleasant  afternoon  and  evening. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer,  prospective  Co-opera- 
tive candidate  for  the  Moss  Side  Division 
of  Manchester,  is  pursuing  his  candidature 
with  great  energy.  During  the  past  eight 
days  he  has  addressed  four  meetings  in 
the  constituency,  and  has  more  to  address 
next  week.  On  Wednesday  night  last 
week  Mr.  Mercer  addressed  the  members 
of  the  Manchester  No.  4 Branch  of  the 
Transport  and  General  Workers’  Union, 
who  unanimously  passed  a resolution 
pledging  themselves  to  give  him  their  full 
support. 

The  Haworth  Society  (near  Keighley) 
has  just  lost  its  manager  and  secretary 
(Mr.  Haydyn  Parker).  He  died  last 
Friday,  and  was  buried  on  Monday.  The 
funeral  service,  which  was  held  in  the 
Baptist  Chapel,  where  the  deceased  wor- 
shipped, was  attended  by  a large  number 
of  secretaries  and  managers  in  the  district. 
The  C.W.S.  at  Balloon-street,  Manchester, 
was  represented  by  Messrs.  Harrison 
(Irlam  soap  works’  representative)  and 
Holden  (head  of  the  sundries  department). 
Mr.  Parker  was  fifty-nine  years  of  age, 
and  leaves  a wife  and  two  daughters.  With 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  short  breaks 
ho  had  been  in  the  co-operative  service 
something  like  forty  years. 

The  members  of  the  Leeds  Men's  Guild 
held  a special  conference  on  Saturday  with 
the  object  of  stimulating  interest  in  their 
work.  Mr.  Barham  (Wakefield)  explained 
some  of  tlio  early  truths  which  inspired 
the  Pioneers,  after  which'  there  was  a 
splendid  discussion. 

The  Oldham  Industrial  Society  has  decided 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  interest  to  the  following  : 
Share  "capital,  |4A  per  cent  . ; loan  capital,-  4J 
per  cent. ; and  small  savings,  3$  per  cent.  I 


AFTER  46  TEARS. 

KENDAL  EMPLOYEE  RETIRES. 

Aktkk  services  extending  over  a period 
of  forty-six  years,  Mr.  T.  E.  Wilde  (branch 
manager  of  the  Ivendal  Society)  has  been 
compelled  to  retire  on  account  of  ill-health, 
and  at  a recent  gathering  of  the  committee 
and  employees  of  the  society  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a wallet  of  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Parr  (president)  spoke  in  warm 
terms  of  Mr.  Wilde’s  loyalty,  and  expressed 
personal  regret  at  the  cause  of  his  depar- 
ture from  active  service.  He  hoped  that 
in  the  near  future  ample  provision  would 
he  made  to  protect  employees  after  such 
faithful  service. 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  S.  B.  Garnett)  also 
made  references  to  the  character  of  Mr. 
W ilde,  and  he  was  followed  bv  other 
speakers. 

•Mr.  V . M.  Hill  (cashier),  in  making  the 
presentation,  said  he  was  able  to  speak, 
not  only  as  a past  director  of  the  society, 
but  also  as  a present  employee,  and  he  had 
always  admired  their  late  colleague,  who 
hail  at  all  times  striven  for  the  welfare  of 
tie  society.  Mr.  Hill  gave  figures  showing 
the  progress  made  by, the  society  during 
the  years  of  Mr.  Wilde’s  services.  Calling 
stnrt*110/1  n°  the'me,t.hods  adopted  of  taking 

3rof  ,aI1  commodities  in  a well-managed 
society  he  specially  appealed  also  for  a 
review  Iron,  time  to  time  of  the'  human 

f..D.  -p  tl  He  tr-usted  that  the  near 
‘ , , e 1,llxiety  concerning  old  age 
Aeni?ve<i  »“  thnt  men  of  the 
thoi.Kter  the  honesty  and  manly  desire 
nt  M‘.  Thomas  It.  W.lde  totilil  p„»s  i„t„ 
tile  ipent.e  of  rest  ami  happiness  and  be 
enabled  to  look  upon  their  past  services  to 
a great  movement  with  pride  ami  satis- 
taction.  (Applause.) 

)'  lld,e.,  in  responding,  expressed 
thanks  for  tile  kind  remarks  made  about 

, V 1 i!'et  i?  t le  i,resent  handed  to  him 
oil  beliajt  of  the  committee  and  employees. 

Se„„Lemme<H  “i108?  Fr1sent  °r  ‘In-  many 
changes  that  had  taken  place,  betli  in 
methods  and  management,  since  his 
apprenticeship  forty-six  years  ago. 

Musical  items  provided  bv  ° Miss  I{ 
barren,  Messrs.  F.  Wallace.  L.  Mackeretl.; 
and  l.  bcott,  and  a whist  drive  helped  to 
pas.s  a pleasant  evening.  The  winners  of 
the  whist  prizes  were  Miss  F.  Lawson  and 
-;lr-  I nsjvorth,  both  of  the  drapery 
department.  . 


A COMING  EVENT. 

LONGSIGHT  SWIMMING  CLUB  ACTIVE. 

liiK  swimming  club  in  connection  with 
the  C.W.S.  (Longsight)  Printing  Works 
held  two  handicaps  tor  the  lady  members 
on  August  22nd  and  two  handicaps  for  the 
male  members  on  August  23rd,  with  the 
iollowing  results : — 

Ladies'  50  yards’  handicap.— 1,  Miss  E 
Dickson;  2,  Miss  E.  Philp;  3,  Miss  I), 
filston. 

Ladies'  25  yards’  novice  handicap. — 1, 
Miss  -M.  Kewley;  2,  Miss  F.  C'hallinor ; 
3,  Mi.?s  E.  Ball. 

Gents’  50  yards’  back  and  breast  stroke 
handicap.— 1,  A.  Neden ; 2,  T.  Simpson; 
3,  C.  Blakeman. 

Gents’  25  yards'  novice  handicap. — 1.  A. 
Hodgson ; 2,  H.  Marshall ; 3,  P.  Simpson. 

All  the  events  attracted  good  entries, 
and  some  very  close  finishes  were  witnessed. 

The  annual  gala  of  the  club  is  fixed  to 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  September  20th, 
at  the  Victoria  Baths,  and  an  excellent 
programme  of  handicaps  and  squadron 
races  for  both  sexes  is  announced.  Same 
of  the  events  are  for  members  only,  but 
there  are  others  lor  C.W.S.  employees 
from  other  factories,  Ac.  Full  particulars 
may  be  obtained  from  the  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  F.  \\  . Cragg,  5,  Searby-rond.  Gorton 
Mount,  Manchester. 


BACK  TO  THE  LAND. 


KETTERING  VEGETABLE  SHOW. 

Thk  third  annual  flower,  fruit,  and 
vegetable  show  promoted  by  iiio  Kettering 
Clothing  Society  acid  the  Havelock  Works 
Boot  Society,  was  held  in  the  Assembly 
Room  of  the  Kettering  Clothing  Society,  on 
Apgust  26th. 

The  show  was  considered  to  he  the  best  of 
the  series,  and  keen  interest  was  evinced. 

The  Clothing  Society  had  arranged  thirty- 
nine  classes,  for  which  410  entries  were 

ade.  The  bronze  medal  given  by  “ Gar- 
dening Illustrated  ” for  the  greatest 
number  of  points  was  won  by  Mr.  F.  K. 
Middleton,  who  was  the  winner  of  eleven 
fi.rst  prizes,  five  seconds,  four  thirds,  and 
one  fourth. 

Th?  Havelock  Works  arranged  twenty 
.lasses,  one  of  which  was  a potato  growing 
competition.  The  first  prize  lor  the  heaviest 
ield  from  one  j>ouiul  of  seed  potatoes  was 
won  by  Mr.  H.  Dixon  with  78H)s.  of  “ Tin- 
wald  Perfection,”  purchased  from  the 
C.W.S.  seed  depot  at  Derby. 

During  tl>?  evening  a laruo  number  of 
friends  visited  the  show,  the  interest  being 
considerably  increased  by  selections  ren- 
dered by  the  Orchestral  Band  of  th© 
Kettering  Clothing  Society. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  ba 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women's  Pages,” 
"Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


FOR  A TRADE  REVIVAL. 

DOES  YOUR  MONEY  GO  TO  THE  STORES  : IF  NOT.  WHY  NOT? 


BY  OUR  OWN  WOMAN  REPRESENTATIVE. 


Is  the  lack  of  co-operative  trade  out  of  proportion  to  the  general  dulness- 
of  trade?  I11  the  opinion  of  some  co-operators  it  is,  and  women  are  told  they 
are  not  faithful  to  the  movement— they  are  taking  their  trade  past  the  stores. 

If  the  women  are  going  outside  for  their  goods  there  is  a reason  for  it,  and 
during  the  week-end  we  have  interviewed  some  rank-and-file  co-operative 
members  to  ascertain  their  views  on  the  subject,  and  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  remarks  nearly  all  spend  to  the  limit  of  their  capacity  at  the  stores. 

True  it  is  that  members  are  falling  back  upon  methods  of  trading  from  which 
co-operation  has  rescued  them,  while  one  society  is  meeting  the  emergency  by 
a kind  of  “census,"  whereby  they  get  to  know  the  members’  needs,  and  pro- 
vide for  them  in  times  of  stress  and  sickness.  We  shall  dwell  (further  on  this 
subject,  which  is  to  be  one  of  the  important  subjects  the  Women’s  Guild  has 
before  it  during  the  coming  year. 


WHAT  SOME  WOMEN  THINK  AND  SAY. 


LOW  WAGES— 
INEFFICIENCY-DISASTER 

TiltfRH  is  quite  an  undercurrent  of 
inquiry  going  on  just  now  concerning 
the  employment  of  women  in  profes- 
sional and  industrial  occupations. 
Women  arc  finding  pressure  being  put 
upon  them  in  every  direction  not  only 
to  lower  their  standards  of  wages,  but 
to  lower  their  standards,  of  efficiency 
also. 

The  Government’s.  Education  De- 
partment js  calling  for  women  of  limited 
qualifications  for  teaching  little  chil- 
dren, holding  out  to  them,  on  the  score 
of  economy,  a “ moderate  ” salary 
because  of  their  lack  of  training.  # 

The  medical  profession  voices, 
through  certain  of  its  members,  a pro- 
test against  the  “over-education”  of 
nurses,  and  suggests  that  a less  skilled 
and  less  highly  paid  race  of  nurses 
would  serve  humanity  quite  as  well. 
Questions  have  been  asked  in  the 
House  of  Comnlons  concerning  the 
wages  and  status  of  women  clerks  in 
the  Civil  Service,  and  have  elicited  re- 
plies which  go  to  show  that  the  differ- 
ences between  the  rates  of  pay  for  men 
and  women  in  similar  work  in  the  Civil 
Service  is  surely  widening  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  women. 

If  the  Government  carry  out  the 
recommendations  of  the  Lvtton  Com- 
mittee’s Report,  all  women  who  do  not 
contribute  to  the  support  of  others  will 
be'  dismissed,  and  yet  it  is  stated  that 
the  wages  of  adult  Grade  3 temporary 
male  clerks  will  be  57s.  91I.  per  week, 
and  for  women  temporary  clerks  of  the 
same  grade  (with  dependents),  44s.  3d. 
per  week. 

It  is  not  stated  whether  the  men 
clerks  who  have  no  dependents  will  be 
dismissed ; but  there  is  a big  gap  be- 
tween the  wages  of  the  men  and  women, 
which-  enforces  upon  the  women  a 
lower  standard  of  living.  The  theory* 
that  women  do  not  need  so  much  as 
men  for  reasonable  living-  is  a fallacy 
hard  to  -kill,  and  the  connection  be- 
tween efficiency  and  fair  wages  for 
women  seems  not  to  be  realised  by  the 
vast  majority  of  employers. 

Theoretically,  of  course,  the  earnings 
of  civil  servants,  teachers,  and  nurses 
do  not  intimately  concern  the  women 
workers  in  co-operative  households, 
although  the  daughters  of  co-operators- 
may  follow  those  occupations  in  large- 
numbers  ; but  in  reality  the  whole 
question  does  concern  us  very  deeply. 

The  discussion  at  the  Lancashire 
district  conferences,  reported  in  our 
“ Women’s  Pages”  the  week  before 
last,  upon  the  question  of  “Married 
Wopien  in  Industry,”  and  the  letters 
and  report  to  to-day  reveal  how 
widely  the  ideas  of  men  and  women 
differ  on  the  essential  problems  of 
women’s  labour.  When  we  remember 
that  for  the  most  part  the  employment 
of  women  in  co-operative  industry  is 
under  the  direction  of  men,  it  becomes 
urgent  that  women  co-operators  should 
get  a thorough  and  complete  under- 
standing of  the  whole  trend  of  the  wage 
question  of  to-dav,  so  that  we  may  be 
prepared  to  save  our  movement  from 
falling  back  into  the  dark  pit  of  sweat- 
ing wages  for  women,  out  of  which  we 
have  been  struggling  ever  since  the 
days  of  Tom  Hood  and  . Charles 
Kingsley. 

Let  us  gc-t  it  completely'  established 
in  our  own  minds  that  low  wages  breed 
inefficiency,  and  inefficiency  spells  dis- 
aster for  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth, and  we  may  save  co-operation 
from  the  prtfall  which  false  economy  is 
digging  for  the  country  at  large. 


Mrs.  Dewsbury. — We  are  glad  to  learn 
that  Mrs.  Dewsbury  is  making  satisfactory 
progress,  and  that  hopes  were  entertained 
for  her  removal  homo  on  Monday  last. 

Last  Saturday  the  members  of  the 
leicester  Women's  and  Men’s  Guilds  paid 
a visit  to  Rothorby-  Hall,  on  the  society's 
estate.  After  being  conducted  through  the 
fine  eld  hall  and  the  beautiful  grounds  tea 
was  partaken  of.  at  the  end  of  which  a col- 
lection was  made  for  the  sufferers  in  the 
recent  Melton  floods,  which  realised  a 
guinea.  This  was  sent  to  the  Leicester 
‘Daily  Mercury"  and  Town  Wardens’ 
Fund. 


Boston  spa,  Yorkshire— the  cooperative 

CAFE. — Parties  catered  for. — Apply,  Manageress, 
Tadccuster  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
®06ton  Spa  Branch,  Boston  Spa,  Yorks, 


The  lament  of  some  societies’  officials  and 
co-operative  leaders  to-day  is  that  women 
members  are  not  “acting  square"  with 
the  movement.  Custom,  they  contend,  is 
going  elsewhere.  I.et  the  women  speak 
for  themselves. 

" Women  only  spending  £1  a week  at 
their  stores?"  said  one  loyal  co-operative 
housewife.  “ Well,  I can  quite  believe  it. 
During  the  engineers’  strike  many  of  us 
were  in  such  desperate  straits  that  we  were 
forced  to  run  to  the  ‘ tick  ’ shops,  and 
the  wily  tradesman,  knowing  us  as  co- 
operators,  was  willing  that  we  should  get 
into  debt  with  him.  There  are  scores  of 
women  to-day,  once  loyal  co-operators, 
who  are  tied  to  little  shops,  yet  longing  to 
become  stores’  members  again.  1 am  so 
proud  of  our  little 
society.  Every  week 
we  were,  I considered, 
practically  wasting  £4 
a week  on  advertise- 
ments at  local  cinema 
theatres.  Now  we  are 
utilising  that  money 
to  greater  advantage. 

We  are  giving  the 
money  every  week  to 
on  unemployed  man 
for  liis  services  as 
canvasser,  and  are 
winning  back  nil  our 
old  members.  It  is 
the  personal  touch 
that  counts.  My 
husband’s  wage  as  nil 
engineer  is  £2  16s.  a 
week.  True,  there  are 
only  three  of  us.  but  my  neighbour  has  a 
family  of  six  to  keep  oil'  this  wage,  and  out 
of  £2  16s.  it  is  impossible  to  spend  much 
more  than  £1  a week  , in  the  grocery  de- 
partment. And  there  are  "hundreds  of 
women  only  purchasing  this  amount  of 
groceries  at  the  stores  every  week— women 
who  are  not  going  elsewhere.  If  they  are, 
then  it  is  only  to  run  into  debt." 

“ Much  as  T dislike  a credit  system," 
remarked  another  body,  “ we  dare  not 
abolish  it  altogether  from  our  society.  It 
would  not  be  fair.  At  one  society,  where 
no  credit  is  allowed,  many  women  are  only 
buying  there  what  they  can  . procure 
cheaper  than  elsewhere.  How  can  we  make 
the  average  woman,  who  is  not  a guilds- 
woman  and  who  knows  Jittle  about  the 
movement,  loyal  to  her  society?" 

“There  must  be  a larger  dividend,"  said 
another  woman  co-operator. 

But  this  was  quickly  taken  up  by  others, 
who  believed  in  low  dividends,  lower  prices, 
and  the  appointment  of  full-time  can- 
vassers, preferably  women. 

“But,"  retorted  the  ‘dividend’  co- 
operator,  “ I know  several  women  who  have 
removed  to  other  towns  and  will  not  join 
the  local  co-operative  society  because  the 
dividend  is  so  low,  and  the  prices  no  lower 
than  at  any  other  shop." 

“ True,"  said  a woman  canvasser,  “ when 
our  dividend  was  3s.  we  made  thirty  new 
members  in  a quarter.  But  the  first 
quarter  . we  reduced  our  dividend  to  3d._we 
made  295  new  members,  because  our  prices 
were  so  much  cheaper  than  elsewhere.  A 
pound’s  worth  of  groceries  from  our  society, 
with  a dividend  of  only  3d.,  was  Is.  3d. 
cheaper  than  goods  to  the  same  value  at 
a neighbouring  society,  where  the  dividend 
was  2s." 

“Societies  must  practise  loyalty  as  well 
as  preach  it,”  said  a prominent  guilds- 
woman.  “ At  times  like  the  present  they 
owe  a duty  to  members  who  are  suffering 
from  the  trade  depression.  Two-thirds  of 
our  members  are  spending  nearly  £2  a 
week  with  the  society.  The  members 
badly  hit  are  the  most  loyal  because,  as 
several  women  have  remarked,  the  store 
lias  proved  such  a good  friend.  During 
the  engineers’  strike  we  allowed  credit  to 
those  who  had  been  members  six  months. 
Many  women  now  oVve  money  to  the  society. 
They  have  been  told  not  to  bother  about 
the  debt,  but  to  come  back  into  the  society 
and  pay  it  back  at  Is.  a week,  or  even  Is. 
a month." 


A feature  in  the  street  procession  at 
the  jubilee  celebrations  of  the  Stapleford 
aijd  Sandiacre  Society,  • ou~  Saturday,  was 
the  nQW,  banner  of  the  loc(il  branch  of  the 
■Women’s  Guild.  The  beautiful  emblem 
arrived  only  just  in  time,  so  that  the 
unfurling  ceremony  was  performed  in 


Another  society's  canvasser  Said:  “If 

the  purchasing  power  of  the  member  is 
very  low  it  is  because  they  have  so  little 
money  to  spend,  and  not  because  they  are 
going  elsewhere.  We  are  making  new 
members  every  week,  and  this  is  how  we 
are  doing  it.  We  sold  to  one  of  our  poor 
members  a coat  displayed  in  the  window 
at  £3  10s.  for  25s.,  although  only  one  of 
the  cuffs  was  slightly  soiled.  So  grateful 
was  she  that  in  one  week  she  made  ten 
new  members.  Another  very  poor  member 
appealed  to  us  for  a pair  of  clogs.  We  do 
not  sell  them,  and  we  knew  that  by  apply- 
ing to  the  relieving  officer  she  would  receive 
a free  pair.  Still  we  presented  her  with 
a pair,  and  she,  too,  has  been  a most  useful 
propagandist  amongst  her  neighbours. 

One  member,  whose 
husband  is  blind  and 
her  little  girl  in  the 
infirmary  with  fever, 
has  just  been  under 
a serious  operation. 
The  society  has  sent 
her  to  Southport  for 
a month,  paying  all 
expenses,  while  a 
k i 11  d co-operative 
neighbour  has  given 
her  a little  money, 
and  she  lias  been 
presented  with 
groceries  to  the  value 
of  £2.  Another  in- 
valid woman  the 
society  has  sent  to 
the  Scarborough  Cou- 
valescctit  Home  for 
three  Weeks  ! Many  have  been  attracted  to 
the  society  by  the  life  insurance.  Last 
week  we  paid  £30  to  a widow,  although  she 
was  owing  £2  10s.  to  the  society.  One  re- 
cently bought  a carpet  square  at  t lie  society 
for  £2  Os.  6d.  Her  neighbour,  she  found 
out,  had  paid  £2  12s.  for  one  identical  at 
a private  trader’s.  The  same  woman  was 
delighted  to  find  that  while  she  had  only 
spent  2d.  on  a tea-sieve,  her  sister  had 
paid  6Jd.  for  one  of  the  isaine  quality  at  a 
local  ironmonger’s.  A sideboard  in  a co- 
operator’s  home  was  £10  cheaper  than  one 
exactly  like  it  in  another  home.  Yet  both 
articles  had  been  manufactured  at  the 
same  factory.  This  is  why  our  members 
are  so  loyal  to  our  society.  They  have  not 
much  to  spend,  but  we  know  that  their 
custom  is  not  going  elsewhere.  Our  divi- 
dend is  low,  but  the  prices  cannot  be 
beaten.  We  stock  only  the  best.  Cheap 
stuff,  we  discover,  has  no  sale  even  with 
the  poorest  members.  If  other  societies 
adopted  these  methods  they  would  have  no 
reason  to  complain." 

“ There  would  be  no  need  to  complain 
about  trade  going  past  the  store,  or  about 
the  average  purchase  being  low,  if  all 
societies  were  similarly  placed  to  ours," 
said  the  secretary  of  a well-established 
Lancashire  society.  “ The  average  weekly 
purchase  per  member  here  works  out  at 
23s.  Id.,  and  we  have  never  paid  less  than 
a Is.  8d.  dividend,  while  that  of  other 
societies  in  tile  vicinity  has  dwindled  to 
9d.,  and  in  some  instances  to  3d.  During 
the  last  six  months  only  three  members 
hare  left  us — one  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  private  traders  through  unemploy- 
ment ; the  other  two  joined  the  society 
during  the  war  solely  for  rationing  pur- 
poses. The  ‘ woman  with  the  basket  ’ is 
the  person  who  counts  most  in  the  co- 
operative ffioveiuent,  and  at  our  society  it 
is  the  dividend  that  appeals. , We  have  no 
educational  committee,  no  women’s  guild, 
yet  our  drapery  purchases  from  the  C.W.S. 
are  99  per  cent.,  while  the  grocery  averages 
95  per  cent..  The  employees  have  clone  Much 
to  keep  the  trade  within  our  walls  by 
pushing  co-operatively  produced  goods,  by 
endeavouring  at  all  times  to  supply  un- 
stocked articles." 

“ Progressive  committees  are  wanted  in 
the  movement,"  observed  a mere  man 
member.  “ And  why  should  the  men  run 
the  show  when  the  woman  is  the  living 
element  of  the  co-operative  movement?" 


unique  circumstances,  all  the  women  taking 
part  being  arrayed  in  the  aprons  which 
they  had  donned  for  the  work  of  preparing 
the  tea-tables.  The  honour  of  unfurling 
was  with  the  secretary  (Mrs.  Reynolds), 
who  trusted  they  would  all  have  tlie  whole 
heart  that  would  bring  the  hope  from  which 
would  come  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 


HEN’S  AND  WOMEN'S  PAPERS. 


‘WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK,’ 

on  J {mini  it  very  interesting.  You  touch  on  almost 
every  possible  subject  tbit  could  interest  a woman  and 
in  a way  that  proves  attractive  and  commends  the 
paper  of  regular  reading,"  so  writes  cnc  ol  our  batch 
of  regular  men  readers. 

The  Scpletrber  Number  has  been  out  a week 
now.  HAVE  YOU  SEEN  IT  ? 

“ An  Excc'lent  Number  " is  how  CLCtubodtj  describes  it. 


LEEDS  LEADS! 


Mrs.  Whitehead. 


M'«.  E.  \V,„„. 

llF.AIl,  the  in,,-!, 

elertud  Y.,u,;e 
representative  „ ,, 
the  Central  (W 
mut-’e  of  ,|le 
\\  omen  s Co-opert. 
tive  Guild,  hils  |,0. 
longed  to  the  l.e<d* 
Society  for  thirty, 
llglit  y«>rs,  ,„j 
along  with  her  lm„ 
band,  who  was  for 
many  years  an  nidi, 
tor  of  tin-  bowls 
Society  she  has 
always  been  thinly 
interested  in  uj. 


A member  of  the  Mean  wood-road  Branrli 
Leeds,  since  its  inception,.  Mrs.  Whitehead 
was  elected  president  at  the  fir.')  liiee'.in^, 
and  held  the  position  for  some  time,  alter! 
wards  taking  the  position  of  sec  retnrr 
which  she  has  held  for  seventem!  years! 
She  has  served  on  the  Airedale  District  Com! 
mitteo  twice  for  three  years  in  succession, 
was  district  secretary  for  five  years,  and  U1J 
the  Yorkshire  Sectional  Council  lor  three 
years.  As  a member  of  the  Leeds  Co-opera, 
five  Students’  Fellowship  from  its  inception, 
she  has  held  the  position  of  president  n( 
that  body. 

Mrs.  Whitehead  brings  to  her  new  sphere 
of  co-operative  activity  a ripe  ox , rience, 
and  the  Yorkshire  Section  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  having  chosen  her  as  its  represen- 
tative to  the  Central  Committee. 


MARRIED  WOMEN  AGAIN 


WHAT  ABOUT  ACTRESSES,  SINGERS 
AND  M.P.’S? 


Mrs.  Archer  (sectional  secretary)  .snuka 
it  the  South-East  Metropolitan  Con- 
ference at  Gravesend  last  week  on 
• Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions." 
Though  women  are  enfranchised  (said  Mrs. 
Archer),  there  is  still  much  work  to  be  done. 
Women,  she  said,  must  not  allow 

themselves  to  be  blinded  by  having 
the  question  of  unemployment  thrust 
upon  them.  Trained  and  gifted  women, 
if  they  wished,  should  be  allowed  to 
work.  In  the  movement  they  had  a mar- 
ried woman  on  the  C.W.S.  board ; women 
were  on  the  Co-operative  Union  and  tai  so- 
ciety’s management  and  educational  com- 
mittees. A woman  held  the  position 

wife  and  mother,  and  she  should 
be  allowed  freedom  to  take  up  a paid  posi- 
tion if  she  was  capable  and  wished  to  no 
Mrs.  Archer  gave  example'  of  what 
women  had  done  in  the  past,  referring  to 
the  work  of  actresses  aiul  singers,  the  ma- 
jority of  whom  were  married.  Yet  no  criti- 
cism was  levelled  at  them. 

A Favourable  Discussion. 

Mrs.  Bennet  (South-East  Mein  poliwn 
District)  said  married  women  should  be 
allowed  to  hold  paid  positions  if  able  and 
capable. 

Mrs.  Stagg.  (South-East  Metropolitan  Dis- 
trict) was  at  one  time  most  adverse  to  tins 
idea,  but  was  now  more  favourably 
nclined. 

Mrs.  Scarlet  (Plumstead)  spoke  ot  the 
amount  of  voluntary  and  administrative 
work  that  bad-been  done  by  married  women. 

Miss  Lancaster  (Bermondsey)  asked: 
; Would  you  penalise  single  girl  workers  at 
times  like  these  by  still  employing  married 
women  whose  husbands  are  earning  an 
adequate  wage?"  , 

31  rs.  Whomack  (Bexley  Heath)  believed 
in  the  equality  of  men  and  women. 

Mrs.  Mellis  (South-East  Metropolitan 
District)  referred  to  the  training  necessary 
to  fit  women  for  commercial  and  pro  es- 
sional  positions,  and  asked  whether  they 
could  expect  them  to  give  all  up  "hen 
marrying?  If  we  are  opposed  to  marrieu 
women  holding  paid  positions,  we  cannot 
ask  to  be  represented  in  the  House 
Commons.  ,,  „ 

Mr.  Ginns  (late  of  Rusk  in  toHeett 
thought  women  with  ability  slumld 
allowed  to  hold  paid  positions.  (Applause.i 
Mrs.  White  (Charlton)  agreed  that  nia - 
ried  women  should  find  time  to  take 
interest  in  outside  work,  but  she  still  w 
dered  whether  the  woman  with  young  cn  * 
dren  should  leave  them.  , . 

Mrs.  Archer  asked  who  should  decide  t 
question,  the  mother  herself  or  her  “elb  ' 
hours  and  onlookers? 

Woman's  Right. 

Mrs.  Burrows  (Abbey  Wood)  felty'^0 
was  the  difficulty  of  leaving  young  L',lll£lr . ; 

A Member  from  Lavender  Hill  thoufc 
each  individual  should  have  the  rigut 
please  herself.  , , . ti,„t 

Mrs.  Whomack  and  Mrs.  Scarlet  felt  • 
married  women  would  understand  wna 
best  for  children.  The  former  thought 
Guild  ought  to  take  up  the  question 
birth  control.  ...  . -,») 

Mrs.  Real  (South  Metropolitan 
called  “Retention  to  the  fact  that  the  L-  ■ ’ 
were  introducing  semi-trained  women 1 in 
f ants’  schools  to  take  the  place  ot  t 
married  teachers.  , , n0t 

Mrs.  Archer  said  the  home  lde  coU],  u|j 
suffer  if  parents  were  what  they  a„ 
be.  The  speaker  concluded  by  making  ^ 
appeal  to  members  that  if,  as  a re*  b 
the  conference,  their  pinions  had  jJJJgJ 
she  hoped  they  w 
their  members  to 

right  light.  wussio*1 

Others  who  took  part  in  the 
were  Sirs.  Phillips  (Deptfordl.  Mo. 
(Belvedere).  Mrs.  YVesterdnle  (New 
and  Mrs.  Conner  (Plymouth). 


,1J  try  and 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


jomewIW'S- 


IRLAM  AND  THE  ARTS. 


MRS.  COTTRELL  (C.W.S.  DIRECTOR)  OPENS 
EXHIBITION. 


cm,,, day  last  Mas  n rei-lettar  do.v  at  the 
,,T«.  works,  when  the  employees  (men 
Ir'l  women  together)  held  their  lOiniwl 
i, Iodine  and  Industrial  Exhibit,™  a show 
S'  has  so  well  estahlished  itsell  .as  an 
event  and  is  so  eagerly  anticipated 
S great  disappointment  would  ensue  were 
It  ever  abandoned  now.  For  mile  a long 
mc  beforehand,  the  girls,  women  and  men 
armored  fer  this  event  with  great  west,  the 
”,  with  the  spade  on  the  allotments  and 
! women  with  their  lingers,  one  and  nil 
loihi.i'W  Meltable  things  to  use,  wear 
I to  ent  with  the  result  t.int  t.lie  works 
.linin'-  room  when  the  event  takes  place 
nreseiiu  one  of  the  prettiest  pi  lures  as  it  is 
^siblc  to  conceive— as  pretty  as  the  Jrlam 
lassies  themselves,  which  is  anymg  a great 

dejTot  only  the  exhibits,  but  the  festooning 
Kny  hunting  and  Hugs  charmed  the  hun- 
dreds who  as  in  previous  .years  ih  - ked  to 
«e  the  exhibition  ancl  to  hear  it  declared 
.men  this  vear  by  Mrs.  Cottrell,  the  woman 
direr  tor  of  the  C.W.S. . who  wa,  delighted 
uitli  wliat  she  saw  and  congratulated  every- 
body  not  only  the  prize-winners,  hut  all 

who  had  entered  the  competitions  or  had  in 
any  way  contributed  to  the  show’s  success. 

Mr  Hnlmforth  extended  the  we'come  on 
beimlf  of  Mr.  Couch  (the. manager),  while 
Mr.  Brooks  welcomed  Mrs.  Cottrell  on 
behalf  of  the  employees,  who  in  responding 
said  that  ns  individuals  and  as  co-operators 
they  were  always  proud  of  their  own 
endeavours — lienee  they  were  equally  proud 
of  home-made  as  well  as  of  C.W.S.  jams. 
She  hoped  they  would  always  speak  and  act 
well  for  co-operation,  remembering  ever  its 
ideals.  She  specially  commended  the  sport- 
ing and  team  spirit  evidenced  in  the  Irlam 


hockey  girls,  a sentiment  applauded  by  the 
audience,  who  also  joined  most  heartily  in 
the  pretty  ceremony  in  which  one  of  the 
youngest  of  Trlam’s  employees  was  concerned 
— Miss  Lottie  Tongue — the  presentation  of 
a beautiful  bouquet  of  roses  to  .Mrs. 
Cottrell . 

The  event  needed  no  publicity : it-  adver- 
tises and  commends  itsell  to  all  inhabitants, 
from  the  local  Medical  0 (liter  of  Health  to 
the  humblest  workers  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  works.  The  wide  variety  of  exhibits 
in  the  industrial  section  included 
embroidery  work  of  all  kinds— a complete 
doll's  bed  made  by  a male  employee.  Loaves 
ol‘  bread,  jellies,  jams,  bottled  limits  and 
trifles,  and  home  dressmaking  and  the 
niillinerial  art  not  being  forgotten.  The 
judges  had  a most  difficult  task  in  deciding 
on  the  awards. 

The  fine  specimens  of  vegetables  in  the 
produce  section  made  the  housewives  wish 
they  could  carry  them  home  for  the  morrow's 
dinner.  The  specimens  of  flowers  were  ex- 
quisite, including  delphiniums,  roses,  sweet 
peas  plucked  from  the  pretty  gardens,  which 
are  a feature  of  rural  Warn,  despite  the 
many  works  round  about.  Meanwhile  the 
Margarine  Works  Orchestra  discoursed- 
music,  and  later  the  visitors  were  not  slow 
in  finding  their  way  to  the  side-shows,  where 
mirth  abounded. 

Those  responsible  for  the  day’s  success 
.were  the  show’s  committee,  including  Miss 
Reekie  (welfare  supervisor).  Miss  Auld 
(canteen  superintendent),  and  Messrs.  W. 
Brooks  (secretary),  Lee  (chairman).  Cole, 
Prostles,  J.  Brookes,  P.  He.-ford,  Pender, 
Coreaman,  and  J.  Taylor. 

As  all  the  awards  are  not  yet  to  hand 
these  will  be  published  next  week. 


MARRIED  WOMEN  AND  PAID  POSITIONS. 


READERS  REPLY  TO  CRITICISMS. 


LET  US  BE  CONSISTENT. 


Dm  Madam, — As  1 vim  one  of  the 


siiv.iivr.  i n tile  subject  of  " Married  \\  yineii 
in  Paid  Positions  " at  one  of  the  Lancashire 


Guild  Conferences,  I should  like  to  reply  to 
H.  Higgins  of  Bristol.  And  first,  let  me 
sav  it  is  much  easier  to  criticise  I ruiu  the 
flocr  than  to  take  the  platform  and  fate  an 
audience  with  an  unpopular  subject. 

This  question  of  married  women  m paid 
positions  dees  not  only  concern  women 
teachers  and  professional  women,  hut  women 
in  nil  grades  of  employment.  To-day  vie  are 
asked  to  give  preference  to  single  women  — 
efficiency,  ability,  merit,  and  worth  not 
being  considered  by  public  authorities  and 
employers  of  labour.  People  in  these  posi- 
tions may  find  it  convenient  to  consider  the 
matter  from  a sex  point  of  view,  but  if  they 
are  allowed  to  do  so,  then  we  may  consider 
tlie  1918  Franchise  reform  a failure  in  the 
matter  of  removing  sex  disqualifications  for 
which  we  all  worked.  If  taken  ns  an  econo- 
mic question  how  far  will  such  restriction 
when  applied  remove  the  unemployed 
problem  ? 

When  a woman  doctor  gets  her  discharge 
on  marriage  how  many  men  doctors  and 
single  women  doctors  will  be  removed  from 
tlie  register  of  the  Employment  Exchanges  ? 
Does  th?  country  not  need  all  its  male  and 
female,  married  ami  single,  doctors  when 
there  is  so  much  sickness  and  disease?  The 
mest  efficient  of  our  child-welfare  centres  is 
far  from  perfect;  1,000  mothers  die  every 
year  in  child  birth,  due  to  avoidable  (sickness 
and  suffering,  through  lack  cf  medical  treat- 
ment and  care.  And  there  arc  many  ex- 
pectant mothers  who  are  obliged  to  work, 
and  who  when  tlvsy  appeal  for  sickness  bene- 
fit must  appear  before  a male  medical 
referee.  Is  this  not  a.  position  our  married 
■ml  single  women  doctors  should  hold  ? 

• sun  surprised  that  women  who  have 
I'orke-l  and  fought  so  ardently  for  freedom 
lor  all  in  the  past  should  take  the  narrow 
'mvy  so  many  are  doing  in  regard  to  this 
subject.  It  dr.es  not  follow  because  .1  nvir- 
md  woman  worker  will  be  discharged  that 
n unemployed  married  man  or  a single 
,mnu  "ould  be  given  her  position.  Unem- 
Pmyed  engineers  could  not  take  the  place  of 
married  women  cotton  operatives.  To  dis- 
^iar.Ke  D'e  married  woman  who  may  be  an 
mcient  worker  would  net  relieve  unemploy- 
mem,  much  as  we  regret  the  present  condi- 
_ n of  trade.  Charwomen  and  caretakers 
1 , n.°f  be  overlooked  when  the  public 
Minorities  begin  to  cut  expenses. 

'e  must  at  least  b?  consistent.  For  a 
‘R  tune  Guildswomen  have  been  advo- 


lon 


f-ltir,  II.,,,-  UCA.I1  .III,  U" 

7*6  "euien  ou  boards  of  management,  and 
?n  boards  of  the  higher  spheres  of  activity 
inm-  iTi  moTT-6nfc-  Are  a,l  these  to  be  re- 
hx-Miuk  unr  C.W.S.  director 

No  °nr^n  V t’tber, co-operative  spheres? 


jmuL  Peyote,  employer,  no  national  or 
L 1 I?  authority.  nor  vet  .1  r-  unnnr.i  t i\.c 


board  t l,onty>  1Ior  y«t  a co-operative 
doiibi , ° niimag<?nient  have  ever  offered 


doubt, ...iioftciueui.  na\e  e 

married  t?®8  V saJary  w,len  a nian  pets 
Debt  a Ulor,  ore  il  woman  must  have  the 
insufficiency  1 100Se  between  work  and 

all"fortaLk  TO  5libly  of  “ Each  for  all,  and 
boarteo^Vi,’  , forgptting  that  “Of  whole 
wmeth  hope.”— Yours  sincerely. 


(Mrs.)  E.  Proudvoot. 


THE  BEST  FOR  THE  JOB. 


Dk.\r  Madam, — I must  say  I am  very 
much  surprised  at  the  objections  raised  by 
your  correspondent  (H.  Higgins)  re 
“ Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions  ” in 
last  week's  “Women's  Pages.”  To  restrict 
married  women  from  taking  paid  positions 
simply  because  their  husbands  can  keep 
them  is,  in  myv  opinion,  likely  to  have 
undesirable  effects.  In  the  case  of  our 
girls,  who  have  qualified  for  skilled  trades, 
it  is  likely  to  create  a barrier  to  marriage, 
and  the  value  of  their  all-round  experience 
would  then  be  a loss  to  the  community. 
The  contention  that  a married  woman’s 
place  is  in  the  home  is  nothing  more  than 
sentimental  bluff.  She  (I  take  it  fur 
granted  that  H.  Higgins  is_  a woman) 
objects  to  a married  woman  teacher  going 
out  to  work  because  she  must  employ  a 
maid  at  her  home.  Surely  H.  Higgins  has 
overlooked  the  fact  that  that  is  not  doing 
a single  girl  out  of  a job,  but  rather 
creating  one  for  someone  else,  one  who 
perhaps  has  not  the  ability  for  the  very 
important  work  of  which  she  herself  is 
capable. 

Then  again,  H.  Higgins  suggests  that 
there  is  plenty  of  voluntary  work  that 
married  women  can  do,  and  makes  a special 
plea  for  the  single  women  to  have  the  paid 
jobs.  Is  that  quite  fair?  My  experience 
is,  that  it  is  the  married  woman  who  does 
most  of  the  voluntary  work  that  is  done 
to-day.  Whether  it  be  in  our  local  socie- 
ties, by  our  Women’s  Guild,  on  boards  of 
guardians,  housing  councils,  or  on  unem- 
ployment committees,  I usually  find  the 
single  women  are  . significant  by  their 
absence.  Wliat  is  more,  the  question  of 
domestic  affairs  is  not  considered  at  all 
when  asking  a woman  to  take  on  another 
voluntary  job,  even  though  she  be  a 
mother  with  a family ; and  in  many  cases 
is  then  trying  to  carry  out  the  duties  of 
several  other  voluntary  positions!  In  my 
opinion  we  have  no  right  to  inquire  into 
domestic  affairs  at  all.  That  is  the  privi- 
lege of  the  . woman  and  her  family  only. 
Let  us  choose  the  best  woman  (married  or 
single)  for  the  job.  and  not  be  up  against 
someone  else  simply  because  they  want  to 
rise  and  give  the  community  the  benefit  of 
their  knowledge. — Yours,  Ac., 

(Mrs.)  M.  A.  Neale. 

Middlesbrough. 


NEWS  FROM  ALL  PARTS. 


Mrs.  Jobling,  of  the  Central  Guild, 
Barrow-in-Furness,  has  baen  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 


The  secretary  of  the  Macclesfield  District 

Women’s  Guild,  is  now  Mrs.  Jones,  32, 
Milton-rond,  Sneyd  Green,  Hanley,  Stoke- 
on-Trent. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  a new 
guild  was  established  at  Dorchester,  mid 
.Mrs.  Peters  (secretary)  writes  to  tlie  effect 
that  all  is  going  well.  An  interesting  event 
was  the  recent  outing  to  Bristol,  when  lunch 
■was  served  in  the  co-operative  cafe,  and 
members  afterwards  being  conducted  round 
the  warehouse. 


ALL  FOR  THE  CAUSE. 


DIRF.CTORS-PRESS  PHOTOGRAPHER-WORKERS. 


Photo:  C.W.S.  (Manchester). 


An  interesting  feature  at  Irlam’s  Arts 
Exhibition,  on  Saturday  last,  was  the 
presence  of  Mrs.  Cottrell  (woman  director 
of  the  C.W.S.),  to  whom  the  youngest 
worker  in  thq  factory  (on  the  left  of  the 
picture)  presented  a beautiful  bouquet. 
Immediately,  the  C.W.S.  camera  man 


became  busy.  Included  in  the  group, 
besides  Mrs.  Cottrell  (in  the  centre),  are 
Mrs.  Bamford  Tomlinson  (National  Co- 
operative Publishing  Society),  Miss  Reekie 
(welfare  organiser),  and  Miss  Auld  (can- 
teen superintendent  at  Irlam),  together 
with  other  committee  workers  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exhibition. 


— that  — 


PEL  AW  ‘“rr 


Co-operative  Production, 


MAKE  IT  MORE  SO  by 
asking  at  Your  Own  Stores  for 


C.W.S.  FURNITURE, 


CLOTHING,  SHIRTS, 


and 

PEL  AW 


POLISH. 
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SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

4 SSISTANTS,  MANAGERS,  BUYERS,  WARE- 
HOUSEMEN.  CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  tor  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
JOHN  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  u>i4  Clerks, 
Dilke  Houso,  Malet-street,  London,  W.0.1. 

TT>  AKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
JU>  Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banpield,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  aud  Con- 
fectioners, 67,  Sydney-streot,  London,  S.W. 

*■> AKER.— Competent  BREAD  FOREMAN  is  open  to 
JLF  Engagement  as  WORKING  FOREMAN  or  MAN- 
AGER; first-class  references. — Box  36,  " Co-operative 
News,”  Manchester. 

|j>UKEMAN  BAKER  (38)  Requires  SIT.;  used  to 
JL  large,  high-chiss  bread  and  small  goods  trade; 
machinery,  drawplates.— Wakefield,  1,  Edward  Villas, 
Upper  Dane-road,  Margate.  Disengaged  September  23rd. 

TTildlNISllING  and  HARDWARE  BUYER  desires 
X CHANGE;  40  years  of  age;  25  years'  practical 
experience  in  furniture,  china,  and  hardware  trade. — 
" Buyer,”  Box  469,  " Co-operative  News,”  Manchester. 

APARTMENTS. 

T^OUGLAS. — “ Claremont,”  Loch  Promenade;  Pri. 

Hotel  and  Boarding  Estab. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  ",  Claremont, ” Douglas. — Torill  from 
C.  N.  Chadwick,  Proprietor. 

*B~bOUGLAS,  I.O.M.— Miss  B.  Callister.  - Endcliffe," 
JLJ  26,  Bucks-road,  for  Comfortable  Apartments; 
book  early;  cable  ears  put  you  down  at  tho  door; 
established  over  forty  years. 

"ff'kOUGLAS,  I.O.M.— Mrs.  IIorne,  late  of  Flixton  and 
XX  Irlain;  7 minutes  from  boat;  most  central;  homo 
from  home;  terms  moderate. — “ Seacliff,”  6,  Ohurch-rd. 

"TVOUGLAS,  I.O.M. — Mrs.  Taylor  is  now  booking 
XX  dates;  home  comforts;  prettiest  part  of  Douglas.— 
6,  Queen's-avenue. 

*|~VOUGLAS. — " AVONDALE  " PRIVATE  HOTEL; 

XX  Central  Prom;  facing  sea;  excellent  cooking; 
comfort;  reasonable. — J.  Beard. 

■ ,1  DINBURGH. — Write  " Graigtea,"  c/o  Aitcheson, 
J’i  390,  Morningside-road.  Highly  recommended. 
T>  H YL. — Comfortable  APARTMENTS;  piano,  bath; 
JL  vi  terms  mod.— Mrs.  W.  Hough,  " Ashjyn,"  45, 
Warren-road,  Rhyl. 

MEDICAL_REPLIES. 

" noms'de-plimm  " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
rallies  undPaddresses  ns  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acuta 
condiUons  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  bo  coi a- 
eidcred.  Address,  "The  Uoctor,"  "Co-operative  News, 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.] 

k*  Brutus.”— Yes,  my  reply  to  “ Horatio/’ 
would  suit  your -ease,  but  1 think  you  luul 
better  continue  with  the  medicine  your 
doctor  gave  you.  It  is  good  to  know  or 
the  great  interest  taken  in  our  Medical 
Column  by  your  household — that  it  is  “ the 
first  thing  in  the  ‘ News  ’ to  be  looked  at. 

“ Sunny  Cot.” — Constipation  is  the 
main  cause  of  vour  troubles,  and  this  you 
can  oulv  “ cure”  by  a diet  of  coarse  food: 
brown  bread,  oatmeal  porridge,  oatcakes, 
fresh  vegetables  and  fresh  fruits,  and  such, 
and  by  taking  more  out-of-doors  exercise 
For  the  skin  use  ointment  of  ammeniated 
mercury. 

“ X.  Y.  Z.” — Neurasthenia  seems  to  be 
your  complaint.  Here  is  a good  tonic 
which  will  do  you  good: — Tincture  of  nux 
vomica,  2 drachms;  dilute  phosphoric  acid, 
2 drachms;  tincture  of  ginger,  2 drachms; 
spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms  ; camphor 
water  to  8 ounces.  ' One  tablespoontul 
three  times  a day. 

“ Eyes.”— I am  reluctant  to  interfere 
with  the  treatment,  so  long  as  your  son  is 
under  his  panel  doctor,  whose  treatment, 
as  indicated  in  your  letter,  seems  quite 
appropriate  to  the  case.  In  addition,  the 
patient  should  get  a good  deal  of  out-of- 
doors  exercise  and  plenty  of  fresh  air;  but 
eyes  like  his  are  often  difficult  to  “cure. 

‘ ‘ Broken  Chord.” — The  best  advice  I 
can  give  you  is  to  stop  all  further  treat- 
ment of  the  throat,  either  with  gargles  or 
anything  else;  to  step  all  “practice”  lor 
a time,  and  give  the  throat  complete  vest, 
and  let  Nature  have  a chance  of  recover- 
ing the  normal  condition  by  as  much  fresh 
air  as  possible,  with  moderate  exercise, 
and  plenty  of  good  nourishing  'food,  taking' 
wire  not  to  “take  cokl.” 

Neuritis  (“  Sleepy  Pain  ”). — Neuritis 
seems  to  be  your  trouble,  and  the  best, 
treatment  is  by  rest,  with  the  painful  limb 
on  tf"*  pillow  or  in  a sling,  and,  if  pain  is 
very  severe,  by  applying  hot  fomentations 
to  the  painful  part.  “ flubbing”  is  uioie 
harmful  than  helpful.  Take  this  medicine 
for  a few  weeks : —■Compound  tincture  cf 
cinchona,  2 drachms;  liquor  strychnine,  1 
drachm  ; tincture  of  rhubarb,  2 drachms  ; 
spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms;  water  to 
8 ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three  times 
a day. 

“ Braxo." — Indigestion,  with  probably 
too  many  unsuitable  articles  of  diet,  such 
as  pastry  and  cakes  with  too  much  fat  and 
sugar ; perhaps  too  much  tea  or  coffee ; 
and  maybe  you  are  not  an  abstainer  from 
alcohol,"  which  you  ought  to  be,  and  smoke 
too  much.  Take  these  hints,  along  with 
this  medicine: — Tincture  of  nux  vomica,  2 
drachms;  dilute  nitro  hydrochloric  acid,  2 
drachms ; compound  tincture  cf  carda- 
mons, 2 drachms ; chloroform  water  to  8 
ounces.  One  table spoonful  three  times  a 
day. 

Bronchitis  (“H.  B.”). — The  prevention 
of  your  attacks  cf  “cold  in  the  head  and 
chest,  and  bronchitis”  will  not  be  easy,  SO 
long  as  you  remain  in  your  present  situation 
— as  “ weigh  clerk  on  a pit  bank,  in  a very 
■badly  ventilated  office.”  As  to  treatment, 
the  following  medicine  may  dio  you  good : — 
Compound  tincture  of  camphor,  2 drachms ; 
ipecacuanha  wine,  3 drachms;  tincture  of 
squills,  2 drachms ; syrup  of  tolu,  4 
drachms  ; spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms ; 
infusion,  of  senega  to  8 ounces.  One  table- 
spqonful,  in  hot  water,  every  four  hours, 
when  cough  is  troublesome. 

? Chorea  (“  L.  H.  T.,”  Liverpool). — It 
is  difficult  to  understand  Whether  the  name 
to  your  letter,  cir  the  one  in  brackets,  is 
meant  for  your  “ nom- de-plume.”  The 
“attacks”  of  your  boy  are  evidently  ner- 
vous, and  I doubt  whether  they  are  really 
due  to  “ chorea,”  or  they  may  he  largely 
due  to  naughtiness ; and)  seeing  that  lie  has 
been  under  so  many  doctors  as  well  as  at 
hospitals  and  a convalescent  home,  I doubt 
whether  much  more  pan  be  done  with  him 
or  for  him.  He  may  be  a “handful.”  to 
you,  but  lie  is  certainly  not  a case  for  treat- 
ment through  our  Medical  Column. 

“ ’Piione.”  — (1)  Perspiring  Hands. 
Wash  in  soap  and  water,  dry  well,  and 
powder  well  with  boraeic  powder.  Do  this 
thjee  or  four  times  a day.  (2)  Water- 
brash.  Avoid  drinking  anything  with 
meals : take  food  dry  and  chew  it  well ; 
drink  between  meals ; take  this  medicine : 
Carbonate  of  bismuth,  1 drachm  ; powdered 
Turkey  rhubarb,  1 drachm  ; tincture  of 
ginger,  2 drachms ; spirit  of  chloroform,  2 
drachms;  peppermint  water  to  8 ounces; 
one  tablespoonful  three  times  a day  an 
hour  before  meals.  (3)  Glad  to  have  your 
commendation  of  our  Medical  Column. 

Curious.” — You  have  got  two  of  the 
most  difficult  conditions  to  “ cure,”  viz., 
Phronie  nasal  catarrh  and  premature  bald- 
ness. For  the  ifouner  your  doctor  seems 
to  be  doing  nil  that  can  be  done,  and  you 
can  only  exercise  patience  and  persever- 
ance. Fo;  the  latter,  none  of  the  so-called 
“ hair  restorers  ” arc  of  much  practical 
use,  and  nil  that  can  be  done  is  to  try  and 
stimulate  the  hair  roots  by  the  use  of  such 
a lotion  ns  this: — Tincture  of  cantharides, 
3 drachms;  strong  solution  of  ammonia,  4 
drachms ; water  to  8 ounces.  To  be  dabbed 
into  the  roots  of  the  hair  and  allowed  to 
dry  in.  But  candour  compels  the  admis- 
sion that  when  once  the  hair  begins  to  fall 
off  nothing  seems  to  stop  it. 
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SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


Butchering  department.— wanted,  manager 

for  Butchering  Depart ineiil ; must,  be  good  buyer 
and  salesman. — Apply  by  letter,  not  later  than  Thurs- 
dny,  September  7th,  stating  qunlificatii  n and  wages 
required,  enclosing  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials, 
to  the  Committee,  Garnforth  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 

Confectionery  and  cafe  manageress.  Re- 
quired; applicants  must  have  bad  previous  ex- 
perience.—Applications,  staling  «ge,  wage,  &•<■.,  to  be 
addressed  to  FafTswoftb  Industrial  Society  Limited,  9, 
Church-street,  Newton  Heati^  up  to  first  post  on 
September  9th,  and  endorsed  " Cafe  Manageress." 

FIRST-CLASS  PROVISION  HAND  Required  to  take 
charge  of  Central  Grocery  Department;  must  bo 
a clean  and  careful  stockkeeper,  able  to  control  start, 
and  supervise  transfers  to  lour  brunches;  a know- 
ledge of  buying  will  be  a recommendation.— Applica- 
tions, staling  age,  wages  required,  present  and  pre- 
vious employment,  with  particulars  of  length  of  ser- 
vice and  position(x)  held,  with  copies  only  of  recent 
references,  to  reach  the  Co-o|>erativo  Society  Ltd., 
26,  Baker-street,  Weston-super-Mare,  not  later  than 
6 p.m.  on  Tuesday  next,  September  5th.  Envelopes 
to  be  endorsed.  “ Grocery." 


HORWICH  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED,  86,  Lee-lone,  Horwieh. — Wanted,  a 
competent  BUTCHER;  good  slaughterman  essential; 
no  other  need  apply ; to  work  under  supervision  of 
butchery  manager;  permanent  position  to  suitable 
man;  trade  union  rate  of  wages  paid.— Applications,, 
stating  age  and  experience,  together  with  copies  of 
two  references,  to  reach  the  Society  not  later  than 
first  post,  Wednesday,  September  Gth,  endorsed 
“ Butcher.” 


MANAGER  nr.d  BUYER  Wop  led  for  new  Bool  and 
Shoe  Department;  must'  be  a smart  salesman, 
up-to-date  window-dresser,  and  must  have  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  trade. — Application  by  letter,  stal- 
ing age,  wage,  and  experience,  enclosing  two  recent 
references,  which  will  not  be  returned,  to  be  received 
not  later  than  the  first  post,  Monday,  September  11th, 
marked  Extension,”  to  the  Jctchworth,  llitchiii,  and 
District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Eastchesip,  Letch- 
worth,  Herts. 


TIT  ANAGER  and  BUYER  Wanted  for  new 
ItA  Drapery  Department;  must  be  a smart  salesman, 
up-to-date  window-dresser,  and  must  have  a thorough 
knowledge  of  the  trade.— Application  by  letter,  stat- 
ing age,  wage,  and  experience,  enclosing  two  recent 
references,  which  will  not  be  returned,  to  he  received 
not  later  than  the  first  post,  Monday,  September  11th, 
marked.  " Extension,"  to  the'Letchworth,  Hitohin,  and 
District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Eastcheap,  Letch- 
worth,  Herts. 


MANAGER  and  BUYER  Wanted  lor  new  Outfit- 
ting Department ; must  he  a smart  salesman, 
up-to-date  window-dresser,  and  must  have  a thorough 
knowledge  of  tJic  trade. — Application  by  letter,  stat- 
ing age,  wage,  and  experience,  enclosing  two  recent 
references,  which  will  not  be  retbrnod,  to  be  received 
not  later  than  the  first  post,  Monday,  September  11th 
marked  " Extension,"  to  the  Letch  worth.  Hitohin,  and 


NEWTOWNARDS  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LTD., 
2,  Franois-sfcrect,  Newtownards. — Wanted! 

GENERAL  MANAGER.— Apply  by  letter  only  to  the 
Secretary,  stating  age,  experience,  and  salary  required 
together  with  copies  of  testimonials. 


PRESTWICH_  CO-OPERATIVE  AND  INDUSTRIAL 
SOCIETY  LIMITED— EDUCATIONAL  DEPART- 
MENT.— TEACHERS  Wanted  for  Junior  Co-operators' 
Classes;  classes  held  weekly;  1J  to  2 hours'  duration.— 
Applications  to  be  sent  to  the  Educational  Secretary, 
the  Co-operative  Society,  Warwick-street,  Prestwick  liv 
September  4th. 


II 


ADSTOCIt  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED  — 
■ GENERAL  MANAGER  Wanted;  membership 
9,500;  trade  for  last  lmlf-vear  £156,500;  must  have 
real  buying  capacity,  and  be  fully  qualified  to  control 
and  develop  various  departments  and  activities;  also 
knowledge  of  leakage  system  preferred.— Applications 
to  he  sent,  stating  fall  particulars  of  experience  Al- 
and wages  required,  on  or  before  September  11th,  to 
the  Committee,  Rodstock  Co-operative  Sccietv  Ltd 
Radstock,  near  Bath.  . ' ' 


ANTED,  a YOUNG  LADY,  must  l>e  a good  win- 
v v dow-divs-.-r  and  capable  saleswoman,  tor  the 
Drapery  and  Boot  Departments;  south-western  area; 
only  experienced  persons  need  apply.— State  age  and 
wage,  also  general  experience  references  (send  copies 
only),  Box  35,  " Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


Wf  ANTED,  MANAGER  for  Boot  and  Shoe  Depart- 
* “ merit;  must  be  good  buyer  and  salesman;  will 
be  required  to  supervise  boot  repairing  and  clogging 
section;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wages  paid. — Applications 
stating  age  and  two  references,  to  be  received  not’ 
Inter  than  first  post,  Tuesday,  September-5th,  addressed 
Committee,  the  Westhoughton  Friendly  Cooperative 
Society  Ltd.,  2,  Wigan-road,  Westhoughton. 

WANTED,  experienced  TRIPE  DRESSER;”  nppli- 
V V cants  must  have  experience  in  cleaning,  Ac  — 
Apply,  Butchery  Manager,  Stockton  Co-operative  So- 
ciety Ltd.,  Stockton-on-Tees,  stating  ago,  wage  re- 
quired, with  copies  of  recent  testimonials. 


\MT  ANTED,  experienced  SLAUGHTERMAN;  only 
Y Y first-olnss  men  need  app.lv —Apply  to  Butdierv 
Manager,  Stockton  Co-operative  Society  £td.',  Stocktoii- 
on-Teos,  stating  age,  wage  required,  with  copies  of 
recent  testimonials. 


WANTED,  an  adult  FEMALE  ASSISTANT  lor  the 
Y V Central  Drapery  Department ; one  with  a good 
knowledge  ot  the  business;  trade  union  scale  of 
wages.— Apply,  stating  age,  experience,  enclosing 
copies  of  testimonials  (if  any),  to  the  Great  Grimsbv 
Co-operative  Society,  123,  Freeman-street,  Grimsby.  ’ 

WANTED,  good  BREAD  BAKER  and  CONFEC- 
YY  TIONER;  under  supervision  .ol  general  man- 
ager;  output  24  sacks,  £15  confectionery,  weekly;  band- 
mixing;  house ; trade  union  wages. — Applications, 
slating  ago  and  experience,  to  Heath  and  William- 
thorpe  Cooperative  Society  Ltd.,  llohnewood,  near 
Chesterfield. 


WANTED,  two  good  all-round  CONFECTIONERS; 

Y Y i-  rinanency  to  thoroughly  good,  practical  men; 
none  but  capable  men  need  apply. — Managing  Seere- 
Island  Co-oix-rative  Society,  87,  Frnlton- 


nth. 


XTKTWNTEn  at  once,  good  GROCERY  and  PROVI- 
Y Y SION  HAND;  capable  of  controlling  start  irk 
manager's  absence;  married  man  preferred ; house  pro- 
vided.—Apply  Plllowell  and  York  lev  Co-operative  So- 
ciety, PiUoweil,  Glos. 


tr*7rANTED,  a first-class  SMALL  GOODS  MAKER.— 

Y Y Apply  by  letter,  stating  age  and  experience, 
not  later  than  Saturday,  September  9tb,  addressed  to 
Butchery  Sub-Committee,  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
Fronkfort-street,  Plymouth,  endorsed  " Small  Goods." 
\\T ANTED,  a MALE  ASSISTANT,  over  21  years  of 

V Y age,  to  the  Grocery  and  General  Trade. — Appli- 
cants to  give  references  and  state  age,  experience, 
and  apply  by  September  9th  (abstainer  preferred), 
St.  C'olunib  , R<xm  Co-ope/atlve  Society,  I'raddou, 
Cornwall.' 


SCARBOROUGH— NORTH  CLIFF.— TINDALL'S  Board- 
ing House,  3,  Blenlieim-terrace.  Uninterrupted 
s£a  view.  Liberal  cuisine. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


PROF.  VALVO;  Royal  Punch  and  Judy;  Dog 
"Toby”;  ventriloquism,  &c.;  for  garden  parties, 
carnivals. — 34,  Amborley-street,  Bradford,  Yorks. 

" An  Actress  of  Rare  Ability  and  Charm." — “ Tlie 
Stage." 

MARGARET  CHURCH, 


Leeds  Co-operative  Society.  November  25th.  South 
Wales.  December.  London  in  January.  Wanted,  dates 
these  districts.— Higher  Brooksjanc,  Street,  Somerset. 

THE  FAMOUS  "ECLIPSE”  PRIZE  SINGERS, 
Cwmfelinfacli.  Winners  of 'over  250  Eisteddfod 
Prizes.  Great  reputation.  All  Co-operators.  Now 
booking  winter  season. — Particulars,  Seoretary,  17, 

Exchange-road,  Risen,  Mon. . 

THE  PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

MR  WILL  CARTER'S  “"MERRIE  MIMICS."  Eight- 
First-Class  Artistes;  now'  booking  winter  dates; 
entirely  new  .programme. 

Big  success  last  Saturday  at  Crigglestone;  gala  com- 
mittee highly  delighted.  Rf- booked  Beswick  Co-op 
Tliird  year  in  succession:  double  booking;  absolute 
proof  oi  satisfaction  been  given;  many  thanks.— Sample 
programme,  terms  (distance  no  object),  15,  Warvvick- 
street,  Huline,  Manchester.  Phone : 1163  Central. 

A I, WAYS  READY. 


TIIREF.  Cledhills'  CO-OPERATIVE  TOTAI 
CHECK  GIVING  REGISTERS  for  SALE 
feet  working  order;  surplus  stock.— Write  w,,1^ 
Co-operative  Society,  Briton  Ferry,  Glam.  xrcl*U, 


I wo  or  three  FANCYpr^T. 
eventing  C.W.S.  priurikS? 
" Filling  the  Nation's^ 


XXTANTEn.  on  lo 
II  COSTUMES ; 

sucli  as  " Mr.  Russ  ,0  .... 

pot,"  &c. ; prepared  to  pay  expenses,  with  smiiiT 
for  hire  if  necessary;  the  assistance  ot  sooioi;  • 
this  matter  will  he  esteemed.— Apply,  the  Secna, 10 
St.  Austell  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  "Cornwall  utI* 


V. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYl 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY 
Mado  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions  v 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  II.  TONGE,  Tho  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  uTnTvS 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Cooperative  Soc,«‘i? 
Restaurant. 

Quality  is  Right.  Prices  are  Right. 

Note  tho  Address : ALBION  STREET. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted IdANupm 

TURING  SOCIETY  LIMITED.  AC* 

Makers  cf  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES) 
Also  LININGS  aud  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (lor  Ta,inri„. 

Departments).  001 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application 
Addn  Fulton  Street.  Bradford,  Yorks  Tel.’xo,  jjs. 


NATIONAL  AMALGAMATED  SOCIETY  OF  FOREMEN 

Registered  Trade  Union.  Reg.  No.  1727  T.  Amii,.*, 
to  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  iw 
Chief  Office  : WIDNES-ItOAD,  WIDNES,  f.AX(  ASlilBE 


■"ijiii 

textile. 

THE  Executive  Council  of  the  above  Socictyjf. 

prepared  to  hold  meetings  and  supply  swjw, 
to  address  the  meetings  on  the  aims  and  ..l.  vi,  J 
Hie  Society  in  any  town.  They  are  prepared  !„ 
branches -for  the  hbnefit  of  intending  nieinbrr- m unv 
diotrict,  so  that  members  may  co-oivrate  hc.iii, 
their  own  benefit.  The  National*  Amalgamat'  d ( _ 
of  Forenmn  is  a society  for  Foremen  and  A-d-tini 
Foremen,' Forewomen  and  Assistant  Fmvw, ,,, 
bnmcbe.s  of  industry.  Textile  and  Non-Texiile, 
Trades,  Cotton  and  Wisollcn  Trad  e>.  Chemical  .,r4 
Allied  Trades,  Corporations,  Building  Trade*,  am!  jii 
other  Trades.  All  Foremen  and  Assistant  F«r<aiea 
are  eligible  for  admission  into  tliis  six-ieu  in  whatiwr 
trade,  prooessf  or  mar.ufaelure  they  may  b-  .-aq  ;„y,q 
as  foremen. 

All  infornintion  will  be  sent  to  any  bona  fide  appli- 
cant  interested  in  above. 

Foremen,  help  yourselves  by  supporting  v<mr  mtn 
society.  UNITY  IS  STRENGTH. 

General  Secretary,  Mi1.  John  Dkan,  29.  Grwnvtjy. 


road,  Widnes,  Lancasfiit 


AldVAlM  itr.au  l ■ ; 

SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  lor  artistes 
lo  R HimiERD,  66,  Great  Prescott-strcct,  London,  E.l. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A NGLERS’  SECRETS.— Catch  fisli  in  abundance;  in- 
/\  structions,  baits,  Ac.,  valuable  fishing  book, 
2s.  6d.  post  free. — “ Expert,"  59,  Morecambe-streci, 
London,  S.E.17. - 

('I O-OPBR ATIVE  BOO KKEEP1N G . All  Stages  BER, 
j SbNAL  TUITION  by  Certificated  Teacher.— IT. 
Mii.es.  86,  MountcJistle-rond,  Leicester. 


kvoNSHIKE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  tho* real  thing, 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London; ’produced  by  (he  Cathedral  Dairy',  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation —Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
tr-il  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

— -UlEE.— POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
1 addre**;  also  particulars  ol  money-making  spare 
time  agency— E.  RiciiPQRD.  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 
■TfEL't'ON  MOWBRAY  PORK  PIES-We  are  now 
IVI  Ixioking  Orders  for  reguhvr  supplies  during  tho 
coining  season.— Prices,  Ac.,  on  application  to  the  Co- 
operative Society,.  Melton  Mowbray. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


“I  & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


i upar&linq 
i and 
i JDet('ciou4 

! When  Ordering  Syrup,  please  say 


tAofA/ng 
finer 
WESTBURN.”  I 


SwTGMiinn  2,  1922. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


HoY\S 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


If  yai 


S 


OLID 

TYLISH 

ERVICEABLE  spERop£. 
HOES  FOR  SSPE 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address:  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


MAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  (or  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  “LARIAT"  Boot  and  Shoe 
Lnccs,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 

Registered  Office  17,  Middls  Hn.i/»re,  Srocxpoir  . 


C H ESTER,  as  esav' 

Parlies  nat  exceeding  90  catered  for  Linchso.n 

• and  Teas  at  the 

CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  81,  F0REGAT3  ST. 

Term*  on  application. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10,  ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tho  Most  Up-to-Dat9 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,”  “Eccles,”  “Climax,”  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX” 
■ System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Nowcastlo-on-Tyne; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O. 


CONFECTIONERS  AND  BAKERS’  EXHIBITION. 


SEE  THE 


New  Type  Flour  Handling  Plant. 

New  Biscuit  Plant  for  the  Bakery. 

New  Type  Two-Sack  Viennara  Kneader 


-ON- 


STAND  No.  1 ST-1  68-1  69.  ROW  Z. 


Joseph  Balter  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Telegrams:  HONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH.  Telephone:  PETERBOROUGH,  301. 

Agents  for  DAVID  THOMSON  LTD.,  EDINBURGH. 


—WSe  Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes.  ■ 


DRUMMER 

DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES.  BOLTON. 


■ ■ 


Makers  of  6dges  "8)oUy  ZBlue”  & uS)oUy  (3ream.n 


Is  the  BOO<5  for 

( w b oys  w.  "T 

} ShimT  : Rclixbk.  1 
h L Best  Value  : fr 

w'uV-AWk  by  the 

Qoiiiptoa  Boor  A Wu&ctis, 

I & U.  Vi  Inks , Dc&oTonaji 


u 


66 


Ox  Ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtiajs,  Grandrelles,  Flaanelelt:, 
Silcsias,  Lineactles,  Lustres,  & Silkctnn  Linini  i : 
also  oi  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  W'arrington ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Croquet. 

Billiards.  Near  ta  Koayon  GoU  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Cnlchoth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Socrotary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lano3. 
Telephone  323  Leigh. 


Your  Store  stocks 


MIGKITY 


BRAND 

Ladies*  and  Gents’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


Mavjfa  Jurei  by  the 
WIGSTON  HOSIERS 

Limited,  

Wigslon  (Co-opera- 
tive Productive 
Society). 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  an  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 


MA.VJFACTUTEO  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bea  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  & 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Br*”d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamppd.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Siciety  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leak,  Staffordshire. 
Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closlug 
Twist,'  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  die.  Bladings 
Bool  Loops,  Skirt  Baltlag,  rthd  othar  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  Enjlish  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  tho  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoaj 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  M ils,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Solo  Agents : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

e 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths. 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls.  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  had  at: CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 
Please  ask  f sr  them. 


| ASI{  at  your  store  for  these  favourite  brands  of  butter.  1 


e.  w.  s. 


BRISLINGT0N 

BUTTER 


SPECIAL  BRANDS. 

“ AVONDALE” 
“DAISYMEAD  ” 
“MAYFLOWER” 
“ FRIARY” 


“ The 

MAGIC 

BASKET.” 

The  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  1 18,  Corporation 
Street,  Manchester,  has  prepared  a 

Beautifully  Illustrated  Pamphlet 

to  help  societies  in  pushing  out  for  more  trade. 

SECRETARIES  OF  CUILDS.  COUNCILS.  AND  COM- 
MITTEES ore  invited  to  apply  now  for  cope*  (or 
free  distribution— sending  particulars  ol  die  number 
they  can  usefully  distribute  imoni  their  neigh- 
bours and  friends. 

Get  Busy  in  Getting  More  Trade. 


Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores  in 
11b.  and  lib.  Cans. 


C.W.S  Herrings 

Tomato 


Knitted  Undepufeap 
Socks  Mid  Stockings 

s>pe  sold  &i>  the  *' 

^Go^opemtivJ  Stores 

ASK  FOR 

THE 

WlKatsheaf 

MAKE 


eW§.  Production® 
m*e  the 

e)fczcncl&pc!  of  Quality" 


JOINT  INSURANCE  DEPdRTfUENT  QF  C.W.S.  AND  S,Q.W.S 

THE  

CG-operative  Imnm  Society 

UNDERTAKES  Limited 

EVERY  “DESCRIPTION  OF  INSURANCE: 

LIFE, 

FIRE, 
FXiDiES^IT'Sr,. 
ACCIDENT,  &c., 

On  Terms  which  secure  every  advantage  to  Co-operators. 

Ask  for  Prospectus  at  the  I.ocalt  Agency, 
or  send  to 

Head  Office  : 10S,  CORPORATION  STREET,  MANCHESTER, 


DEVON  I A SER  GES  are  the  productions 
of  the  Buckfastleigh  Mills  of  the 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not,  why  not?  They  me  real  co-operative 
productions,  Al. 

TIT  AN  ACER  S WANTING  HELP  in  the 
± A delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  the 
C.W.S.  Cyclo  Works,  Tyseley,  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycler  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 


CHOKERS. should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  C.W.S.  always. 

I ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
• and  is  one  of  thp  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialities.  Ask  fLr  it  in  your  local  shop. 
rf~lLUES  in  cakes  of  all  sizes  are  prepared 
v"  at  the  C.W.S.  Glue  Works,  Pontefract. 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  glue — and  stick  no  other. 


Fthe1  C.W.S.  Fish  Cannery,  Great  Yarmouth. 


A FINE  APPETISING  TABLE  DELICACY- 
NICE  AND  NOURISHING. 

A REAL  BREAKFAST  DELIGHT. 


TSie  C.W.S. 

Sports  Dept. 


CAN  HELP  EVERV 
DISTRIBUTIVE  SOCIETY 
LIKE  OUR  OWN 
TO  BECOME 


The  Sports 
Supply  Centre 


ASK  FOR  SPORTS  REQUISITES  AT  YOUR  STORE 


Sbptbmber  2, 


When  your  lad  becomes  16  let  him  take  up 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

through  die  C.W.S.  Section. 

The  Local  Secretary  will  tell  you  about  it 


c W S G0LD  flake  cw., 

are  the  cigarettes  to  - V 
for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  tlm  i.,,.'  '* 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake  ef| 

\71KING  DYES  are  made  in  really  ar.;  ■ 
colours,  and  are  reliable  i„  douielll' 
use.  Ask  to  see  the  range  of  Yikin<-  i\  0 
at  your  Store.  ° •'*» 


£JONGREbS  SOAP  is  one  of  Ho  I*  . 
, known  soaps— made  by  the  C W q , 1 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W  s'  n'n, 
and  grow.  ' * U0Uruh 


federation  self-raising^^ 

is  famous  m the  Lancashire  district 
and  housewives  proclaim  that  them" 
^ none^better  ” ; and  that’s  the  fact.  11 

“ ^TO  1 about  to  be  married  ' coupIesT  ,^7 
nomy  in  house  furnishing.  Fse  Pni 
Polish  for  Co-operative  Boots  and  save  hi." 
mg  mirrors.” 

TJEALTH  SALTS  are  a uecessaiT^inTTf 
the  equipment  of  every  home  ‘ C irefnl 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.W.S  HI'attu 
SALTS — pleasant,  effective,  and  pm. 
These  are  specially  prepared  in  the  CU'S 
Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-Tyne.  ' ,a' 


VIKINC  DYES  LTO. 

Ask  for  these  Dyes  at  Your  Own  Store. 
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and 

Co-operators’  Homes. 
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METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 


FROM  THE  C.W  A WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


LANCASTER’S  BLACK 
DIAMONDS. 

OTHER  SOCIETIES  WANT 
SIMILAR  SUPPLIES. 


TRADE  UNIONISTS  IN  CONGRESS. 

UNEMPLOYMENT  AND  POST-WAR  TROUBLES. 
PROBLEMS  DISCUSSED  AT  SOUTHPORT. 


Thk  announcement  in  the  “ News  ” of 
August  19th  of  Lancaster's'  10U  per  cent, 
loyalty  to  tlie  C.W.S.  Coal  Department  lias 
been  the  subject  of  much  comment,  and 
sorno  enthusiastic  co-operators  have  men- 
tioned that  their  society  is  as  good,  or 
nearly  That,  of  course,  is  the  case,  but 
Lancaster’s  balance  sheet  told  the  members. 

And  every  balance  sheet  should  tell  the 
members  the  proportion  of  the  stocks  from 
the  C.W.S.  and  from  private  sources  in 
each  department.  This  is  the  kind  of 
information  that  will  interest  those  who 
recognise  the  need  for  co-operators  to  keep 
the  market  busy  for  our  own  productions. 

The  trade  of  the  Lancaster  "Society  in 
coal  for  the  three  months  was  £10,244,  so 
that  their  business  is  about  £20,000  for 
the  half-year,  or  twice  as  much  as  originally 
credited.'  But  the  degree  of  loyalty  is  the 
same— 100  per  cent,  of  its  coal  supplies 
from  the  C.W.S,  (See  the  September 
‘•Producer.”) 

hollowing  the  announcement  in  the 
“News."  the  C.W.S.  Coal  Department  had 
a telephonic  inquiry  from  another  society, 
which  wanted  to  know  if  they  could  have 
coal  similar  to  that  supplied  to  Lancaster. 
They  were  assured  that  that  .would  l>e 
possible;  and  we  hope  they  are  now  well 
on  the  way  to  100  per  cent. 

Many  societies  have  made  their  local 
reputation  in  the  coal  trade  by  consistent 
support  of  the  C.W.S.  Coal  Department, 
and  all  are  advised  to  keep  closely  in  touch 
with  their  own  federation  through  the 
Manchester,  Newcastle,  or  Londni  Coal 
Departments.  Loyalty  pays;  and  loyalty  is 
expected. 


PORTABLE  GARAGES 


and  other  Wooden  Structures 

made  at  the 

C.W.S.  SAW  MILL? 

VERB  STREET,  SALFORD. 
INQUIRIES  INVITED, 


£500  — 


We  can  show  you  how  with  certainty 
this  sum  can  be  paid.  It’s  our 
way  of  promoting 

Co-operation  and 
Co-operative  Thrift 

Vour  income  U small,  don't  lot  that  stop  you  from 
•asking  inquiry. 

L/f  up  the  coupon  and  tend  it  to  the  C.IS . - 

h Lif'-  CONFIDENTIAL. 

'■•-operative  Insurance  Society. 

iw.  Corporation  Street.  Manchester. 

None  . 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


Whilst  our  co-operative  statistics  for  the 
last  year  showed  a lesser  increase  in  mem- 
bership than  had  been  recorded  in  recent 
years,  the  membership  of  the  unions 
affiliated  to  the  Trade  Unions  Congress 
showed  an  actual  loss  of  1,290,602.  This  was 
one  of  the  first  facts  impressed  upon  dele- 
gates to  the  T.U.C.  at  Southport  this  week 
in  the  report  of  the  General  Council.  There 
are  still  nearly  six-and-a-half  million  of 
members  in  the  unions,  and  with  solidarity 
they  could  direct  the  nation  as  they  pleased. 

The  Democratic  Level. 

It  is  refreshing  to  sit  at  a Trade  Unions 
Congress.  Ono  rubs  shoulders  with  those 
whose  names  are  known  at  the  other  end 
of  the  earth.  Sitting  in  the  body  of  the 
auditorium  at  the  Palladium  in  Southport, 
I saw  J.  R.  Clynes  occupying  a seat  like 
that  occupied  by  the  newly-appointed  dele- 
gate of  the  most  recently  formed  trade 
union  affiliated  to  the  T.U.C-.  Yet  Jack 
Clynes  is  a Right  Honourable,  and  a few 
years  ago  was  the  man  appointed  by  the 
Ministry  to  control  the  food  supplies,  and  to 
tell  His  Majesty's  Ministers  and  subjects 
what  they  would.be  allowed  to  eat  ppf  meal. 
J.  H.  Thomas  and  Jimmy  Sexton  aU>*  occu- 
pied places  as  delegates.  The  Right 
Honourable  Arthur  Henderson  figures  as  a 
fraternal  delegate,  and  is  seen  busy  in  the 
Palladium  and  hi  its  precincts.  Neil  Mac- 
lean,  strange  to  say,  occupied  a back  seat 
when  I chatted  with  him  ; and  in  the  corridor 
I had  a chat  with  Bob  Smillie,  who  looked 
as  if  he  had  never  known  a care  in  his  life. 
That  was  before  the  news  of  Whitehaven 
came.  _ * 

As  I indicated  last  week,  there  are  smne 
interesting  questions  to  be  thrashed  out  by 
the  Congress,  which,  by  the  way,  is  attended 
by  ninety-three  delegates  less  than  last 
year.  Jl.  B.  Walker,  in  the  chair,  is  a calm, 
imperturbable  president.  His  address 
pressed  home  one  or  two  points  which  the 
trade  union  movement  ought  to  pay  atten- 
tion to.  The  burden  of  his  speech  was  the 
effect  of  unemployment.  I was  delighted  to 
hear  him  emphasising  once  again  one  point 
which  has  been  made  many  times  in  the 
“ N<5ws.”  It  was  the  point  that  the  workers 
should  be  entitled  to  have  some  voice  in 
fixing  the  standard  they  want;  and  it  cannot 
be  too  frequently  impressed  upon  employers 
that  this  standard  is  not  one  that  can  ho 
imposed  arbitrarily  upon  workers.  That 
involves  many  considerations. 

Making  the  Country  Pay. 

So  long  as  there  is  unemployment,  how- 
ever, the  trade  unions  are  justified  in  follow- 
ing the  advice  of  Air.  Walker  to  ‘‘go  to  the 
Guardians,  demand,  and  see  tint  you  get, 
every  penny  that  is  possible.”  The  stigma 
of  taking  money  from  the  Guardians  must 
be  removed.  Hol.voake  and  many  others  re- 
moved the  stigma  of  going  to  gaol  when  gaol 
was  the  penalty  of  insisting  upon  righs. 
Judges,  generals,  admirals,  and  Cabinet 
Ministers,  fpr  many  years  deprecated  the 
imposition  upon  the  gammon  people  of  the 
stigma  of  accepting  old-age  pensions,  while 
they  themselves  accepted  'old-age  pensions 
without  a blush.  In  a well-ordered  country 
there  should  be  no  distress  from  unemploy- 
ment, and  if  n country  places  its  Government 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  bring  about  un- 
employment, the  country  ought  to  pay  and 
tlie  country  will  bo  made  to  pay  if  Air. 
Walker’s  advice  be  accepted. 

The  delegates  had  a warm  welcome  frem 
the  Mayor  of  Southport,  who  happens  to  he 
a lady.  She  recounted  the  great 'improve- 
ments that  have  taken  place  during  the 
tliirty-seven  years  that  have  elapsed  since 
the  Congress  last  met  at  Southport,  and, 
having  painted  her  lilies,  Also  u anted  to 
know  what  all  the  unrest  was  about.  No 
answer  expected  or  unexpected  being  forth- 
coming alio  hazarded  a.  suggestion  that  it 
was  because  the  pe°pl?  were  trying  to  get 
something  for  nothing,  and  they  were 
asking  for  the  impossible. 

It  is  significant  that  one  of  the  first  reso- 
lutions discussed  at  Congress  was  n resolu- 


tion demanding  pensions  for  mothers,  on 
the  principle  of  the  schemes  now  in  opera- 
tion in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Bevin,  the 
dockers’  K.C.,  urged  the  Labour  Party  to 
promote  a Bill,  which,  if  it  did  nothing 
more,  would  make  the  Coalitionists  show 
their  hands  before  the  next  election.  What 
he  asked  in  effect  was  that  it  should  be 
recognised  that  the  work  of  a mother  in 
her  own  home  and  for  her  own  family  had 
a definite  value  to  the  State  which  ought  to 
be  recognised. 

I was  reminded  of  the  discussion  which  I 
recently  attempted  to  propagate  in  the 
“ News”  with  reference  to  tlie  Guild  move- 
ment-. AYe  had  a resolution  carried  urging 
the  General  Council  to  associate  with  the 
National  Guild.  Council  and  approving  the 
efforts  of  various  trades  to  establish 
National  Guilds.  One  speaker  put  it  that 
this  was  possibly  going  to  bo  the  recognised 
method  of  industrial  organisation  in  the 
future.  I need  only  urge  once  again  that 
the  co-operative  movement  and  the  Guild 
movement,  through  their  lenders,  should 
settle  down  to  a serious  discussion  of  the 
probable  developments  of  both. 

The  " Daily  Herald.” 

From  a trade  union  point  of  view  one  of 
the  most  important  discussions  on  Tuesday 
had  reference  to  the  financing  of  the 
" Daily  Herald,”  which  will  henceforth,  in 
view  of  the  decision  come  to,  be  the  official 
organ  of  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  and 
tlie  Labour  Party.  The  decision  of  the 
Congress— arrived  at  in  private  session — 
means  that  the  affiliated  unions  will  contri- 
bute a sum  equal  to  2d.  per  member  to 
finance  the  “ Herald,”  which  will  mean  a 
contribution  of-  between  £50,000  and 
£60,000  a year  to  keep  the  Labour  press 
and  publicity  organisation  going.  The 
decision  was  arrived  at  by  about  4,000,000 
votes  to  1.000,000.  It  has  since  been 
announced  that  Mr.  Hamilton  Fyfe  is  to 
be  the  new  editor.  He  has  been  on  the 
editorial  staff  of  tlie  “ Times,”  “Morning 
Advert-lStr,”  “ Daily  Mirror,”  and  the 
“Daily  Mail,”  and  "has  filled  many  roles 
from  junior  reporter  to  leader  writer  and 
war  correspondent.  His  experiences  as 
war  correspondent  apparently  converted 
him  to  the  Labour  Party. 

A resolution,  which  was  carried,  de- 
manded the  abandonment  of  the  occupa- 
tion. of  the  Rhine,  claimed  time  and  facili- 
ties for  Germany  to  pay  that  Germany’s 
responsibilities  should  be  fixed  on  a reason- 
able basis  and  made  known  to  the  world, 
that  Germany  and  Russia  be  invited  to  join 
the  League  of  Nations,  and  That  an  impar- 
tial “ Court  of  the  League  of  Nations  ” be 
established,  to  which  difficulties  and  dis- 
putes could  be  referred  for  arbitration. 

Air.  J.  H.  Thomas  frankly  declared  that 
the  trouble  between  France  and  ourselves 
on  this  involved  subject  was  simply  due  to 
the  fact  that  Franco  believed  the  promises 
of  our  statesmen.  Aliss  Margaret  Bond- 
field  supported  the  resolution  with  per- 
sonal evidence.  “ The  Labour  Party  had 
the  right  to  say  to  the  working  classes  of 
France  : You  are  driving  a friendly  German 
Republic  to  extremities,  and  producing 
among  the  German  people  a hatred  that 
will  some  day  destroy  your  nation,”  said 
Air.  Tom  Shaw,  ALP.  for  Preston. 

Co-operative  interests  wore  involved  in  the 
report  oil  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade 
Unionists  and  Co-operators.  Thirty-five 
meetings  of  tlie  Joint  Committee  had  been 
held  during  the  year,  and  240  cases  hod 
been  dealt  with.  The  committee  protested 
against  the  action  of  certain  societies  (not- 
ably the  C.W.S.  and  the  Plymouth  Society) 
in  imposing  reductions  of  wages  without 
prior  consultation  with  the  unions. 

The  National  Union  of  Distributive  and 
Allied  Workers,  in  a resolution,  urged  the 
General  Council  to  convene  a conference  of 
representatives  of  trade  unions  primarily 
concerned  with  co-operative  negotiations  to 
discuss  the  constitution  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, with  a view  to  its  amendment. 

This  item,  however,  along  with  the  greet- 
ings of  the  Co-operative  Union  representa- 
tive to  the  Congress,  will  have  to  be  referred 
to  further  next  week. 


ON  THE  TRADE 

CAMPAIGN. 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  THE  DIRECTORS 
OF  RETAIL  SOCIETIES. 

My  Dear  Directors, — Have  you  ever 
thought  of  the  amount  of  money  you  have 
invested  in  the  C.W.S.  ? Have  you  ever 
troubled  to  think  what  the  C.W.S.  has  done, 
and  is  doing,  with  that  money  ? Do  you  ever 
take  your  minds  back  to  the  times  when  you 
have  attended  the  C.W.S.  quarterly  meetings,' 
and  yotl  have  been  informed  from  the  platform 
that  the  directors  of  the  C.W.S.  have  bought 
land  and  erected  on  it  a factory  or  works  for 
the  manufacture  of  biscuits  ? Have  you  ever 
thought,  when  you  have  been  passing,  the  in- 
voices for  some  private  firm’s  biscuits,  whether 
your  own  works  were  fully  employed  or  not  ? 
Have  J’ou  ever  taken  tho  trouble  to  inquire, 
when  you  have  been  giving  orders  for  privately- 
made  soap,  whether  the  C.W.S.  soap  works 
at  Irlam  were  fully  employed  ? Havo 
you  ever  made  inquiries,  when  your  ready-  ■ 
mades  manager  ‘has  suggested  the  buying  of 
some  private  firm’s  suits,  whether  the  C.W.S. 
factories  producing  similar  goods  are  fully 
employed  and  arc  ablo  to  supply  you  with 
those  goods  just  as  well  ? 

Don't  you  think,  my  dear  directors,  that  if 
you  did  your  duty  to  your  money  in  the 
C.W.S.,  that  joke  in  the  Batley  district  about 
tho  “ Batley  woollen  mill  belonging  to  the 
‘ co-op.’  being  on  short  time,  while  all  tho 
others  were  on  full  time  and  overtime,"  would 
be  a joke  no  longer  ? 

If  you  had  a vegetable  garden,  my  dear 
directors,  and  you  cultivated  that  garden  and 
got  your  vegetables  ready  for  gathering,  you 
would  consider  it  extremely  foolish  if  you  left 
your  produce  to  rot  and  went  and  bought 
vegetables  from  your  neighbour's  garden.  But 
is  not  that  just  what  you  are  doing  year  by 
year  in  regard  to  the  money  you  have  in  the 
C.W.S.  productive  departments  ? 

I can  almost  hear  you  saying,  “ But  the 
C.W.S. -could  not  produce  all  that  we  require." 
Quite  true ; but  tho  C.W.S.  can  buy  as  well, 
and  perhaps  better,  than  you  can.  And  hav- 
ing got  your  trade  on  a permanent  basis  instead 
of  the  present  temporary  basis,  tho  C.W.S. 
would  proceed  Avit-h  ever-increasing  confidence 
to  produce  more  and  more,  because  its  director 
would  know  that  they  could  depend  on  your 
permanent  support  instead  of  the  fluctuating 
support  Avhich^’ou  at  present  give  to  them, 
and  avo  should  then  have  embarked  on  tho 
high  road  to  the  Co-operative  Commomvcalth 
which  avc  talk  so  much  about  and  seem  to  do 
so  little  to  attain. 

In  conclusion,  my  dear  directors,  I would 
suggest  that  you  place  the  following  words, 
uttered  by  the  chairman  (Mr.  Thorpe)  at.  the 
C.W.S.  meeting  at  Manchester  on  July  8th,  in 
black  type  in  various  positions  in  your  board- 
room,  so  that  you  cannot  miss  them  every  timo 
you  sit  in  conference  : — 

“ We  want  every  £1  invested  in  this  insti- 
tution to  pull  its  full  economic:  power,  #nd  it 
cannot  do  that  if  you  arc  taking  your  trade' 
sonjeAA’hcre  else.” 

Thc-so  few  Avoids,  my  dear  directors,  covei 
the  Avhole  position.  Guarantee  tho  whole  of 
your  "trade  to  tho  C.W.S.,  and  then  make  the 
C.W.S.  either  buy  or  produce  for  you  as  good 
quality  and  as  cheap  in  price  as  any  privato 
firm  has  hitherto  done. — Yours  in  fraternity, 

A.  Jessop. 


“ High-Brow  Snobbery." — Just  rend  this 
front  a reader: — “When  the  whole  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  Labour  aud  Co-opera- 
tive Movement  are  sufficiently  cultured  to 
appreciate  the  * Alillgate  Monthly.’  there 
will  be  little  left  for  the  reformer  to  do.  . . 
It  has  virility  without  any  high-brow 
snobbery.” 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


prt^iu er  9,  1922. 


RURAL  REVIVAL. 

ANOTHER  ATTEMPT  TO  BRIGHTEN  VILLAGE  LIFE. 

INDUSTRIAL  INTELLIGENCE  BUREAU. 


Every 
reformer  is  awaro 
that  everything  has 
not  yet  been  done 
to  bring  about  a 
true  state  of  pros- 
perity in  our  vil- 
lages. I n many 
areas  there  is  still 
a continuous  exodus 
of  the  sturdiest 
sons  who  migrate  to 
swell  the  ranks  of 
unemployed  in  the 
Mu.  J.  J.  Dent,  C.M.G.  towns.  An  effort  is 
now  being  made  to 
jtem  this  tide  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Rural  Industries  Intelligence  Bureau,  with 
which  is  associated  the  Country  Industries 
Co-operative  Society. 

In  the  launching  of  these  new  organisa- 
tions a prominent  part  has  been  taken  by 
Air.  J.  J.  Dent.  C.M.G. . wb.'se  unique  ex- 
]>erience  of  serial  xvork  has  been  of  valuable 
assistance  in  formulating  the  schemes.  Mr. 
Dent  is  also  giving  admirable  a distance  as 
a member  cf  the  two  committees. 

Details  of  the  Schemes. 

In  a chat  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  Mr.  Dent 
tindly  gave  me  some  details  of  the  two 
x-hemes  he  has  been  active  in  engineering, 
tie  was  very  enthusiastic  as  to  the  wide  pos- 
ribilities  of  usefulness  offered  by  these 
organisations.  It  is  really  in  accord  with 
.lie  work  of  the  Development  Commissioners 
who  have  statutory  powers  for  developing 
the  econiomic  life  of  our  rural  areas.  The 
Commissioners  have  recommended  to  the 
Treasury  that  a grant  should  be  made  to  the 
bureau,  whose  main  object  is  io  provide 
skilled  advice  to  all  who  are  concerned  in 
the  promotion  and  extension  of  rural  indus- 
tries. The  Country  Industries  Co-operative 
Society,  whose  headquarters  arc  shared  with 
the  bureau  at  258-262,  "Westminster  Bridge- 
read,  is  being  financed  by  supporters-  of  the 
movement.  The  Development  Commis- 
sioners are  precluded  from  subsidising  any 
organisation  engaged  in  private  trade. 

Beneficial  Effect. 

“ There  is  no  doubt,”  Air.  Dent  stated, 
“that  these  organisations  will  have  a bene- 
ficial effect  in  stimulating  village  industries 
ami  preventing  men  rushing  to  the  towns, 
where  they  make  the  unemployment  problem 
more  acute.  These  is,  of  course,  more  un- 
employment in  the  villages,  as  some  of  the 
farmer*,  now  that  the  wages  have  increased, 
are  reducing  the  number  of  their  men. 
Another  serious  problem  is  that  of  the  ex- 
service  men  trniued  in  various  handicrafts, 
who  are  often  unable  to  find  a suitable 
market  for  their  productions.  The  bureau 
has  been  formed,  to  give  practical  advice  in 
these  matters.  The  Country  Industries 
Co-operative  Society  will  supply  the  raw 
materials  at  more  advantageous  terms  than 
if  the  workers  were  depending  on  private 
firms,  and  the  society  will  also  serve  as  a 
distributing  centre.  It  is  intended  to 
develop  new  industries.”  In  suppoit  of  this 
Mr.  Dent  showed  me  three  foolscap  sheets, 
each  containing  two  column  lists  of  articles 
which  aie  being  maefo  abroaj  and  can  be 
made  here. 

From  an  official  document  furnished  me  I 
found  that  the  bureau  is  intended  to  give 
advice  and  practical  assistance  free  of 
charge,  on  the  revival  and  extension  of  rural 
industries  and  handicrafts;  the  establish- 
ment of  new  industries  and  of  industries 
which  up  to  now  have  uot  been  carried  on 
in  this  country;  advice  on  all  technical 
matters  ; information  on  all  commercial  sub- 
jects  dealing  with  market  values  and  the 
requirements  of  the  different  trades,  u*e. 
Advice  will  also  be  given  as  to  the  best  means 
cf  developing  a simple  and  efficient  organisa- 
tion on  co-operative  lines,  facilitating  a 
common  efiort  and  helpful  propaganda. 

Ex-Service  Men. 

The  bureau  is  prepared  to  give  all  possible 
assistance  to  the  isolated  handicraftsman 
and  to  rural  groups  of  workers  direct  or 
through  their  own  associations.  “ By  the 
development  of  industries  in  rural  districts,” 
the  promoters  state,  •*  and  the  establishment 
ol  new  activities  it  is  hoped  incidentally  to 


provide  employment  for  a large  number  of 
the  more  severely  disabled  ex-service  men 
•who  cannot  be  absorbed  by  ordinary  industry 
or  agriculture,  but  who  can  frequently  be 
rendered  self-supporting  ih  certain  occupa- 
tions and  under  conditions  more  suited  to 
their  reduced  working  capacity.” 

Lord  Ernie,  a former  President  of  the 
Hoard  of  Agriculture,  is  the  chairman  of  the 
committee.  Each  of  the  Government  de- 
partments concerned  is  represented  on  the 
committee  of  the  bureau,  as  are  also  the 
Labour  movement,  the  British  Legion,  the 
National  Federation  of  Women's  Institutes, 
and  other  organisations  representing  agricul- 
tural, industrial,  economic,  educational,  and 
social  spheres.  The  formal  opening  of  the 
trading  branch  has  been  provisionally  fixed 
to  take  place  on  October  19th.  One  pro- 
posal to  give  publicity  to  the  rural  industries 
is  the  holding  of  a permanent  exhibition  at 
which  new  buyers  can  see  the  samples. 

As  may  be  expected,  a real  live  interest  is 
being  taken  in  this  scheme  by  Air.  Vaughan 
Nash,  C.IL,  AI.A'.O.,  vice-chairman  of  the 
Development  Commission.  This  is  what 
might  naturally  be  expected  from  one  who  in 
former  years  took  an  active  part  Tn  the  co- 
operative movement,  commencing  at  Bristol 
prior  to  his  migration  to  London,  where  he 
beanie  the  first  cashier  of  the  Co-operative 
Printing  Society.  Then  Air.  Vaughan  Nash 
made  a name  in  Fleet-street,  whence  Ire 
passed  to  Downing-street  as  the  private 
secretary  to  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Banner- 
man, and  subsequently  to  Afr.  H.  H. 
Asquith.  Airs.  Vaughan  Nash  shared  hor 
husband’s  enthusiasm  for  co-operation, 
being  keenly  interested  in  the  Women’s 
Guild  and  a life-ic.ng  friend  of  Aliss  Llewelyn 
Davies. 

Village  Institutes. 

As  regards  the  other  agencies  which  are 
seeking  to  secure  brighter  village  life,  Air. 
Dent  spoke  in  admiration  of  tile  work  of  the 
Village  Institutes.  Some  3,000  of  these  are 
already  In  existence.  These  are  grouped  in 
county  federations,  which  in  turn  are  linked 
up  in  a national  federation.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  national  federation  was  held 
in  London  a few  weeks  ago.  The  organisa- 
tion is  entirely  non-political,  and  is  run  on 
democratic-  lines. 

‘‘The  working  of  the  institutes,”  Mr. 
Dent  stated,  “ has  greatly  improved  village 
life,  and  has  created  greater  independence 
amongst  the  women.”  There  is  also  a 
movement  for  establishing  village  clnbfQfor 
men,  but  this  has  not  gone  ahead  so  rapidly 
as  the  woman’s  organisation.  Afr.  Dent  is 
very  hopeful,  that  these  practical  efforts  to 
bring  a bent  a reformation  in  the  villages 
will  have  a beneficial  result.  At  any  rate,  he 
is  exerting  all  his  energies  to  secure  a suc- 
cessful culmination  of  his  efforts  and  those*  > 
associated  with  him  in  the  C"  in  orgnriisa-  ’ 
tions  which  have  lately  been  launched  on 
their  promising  careers. 


A PEOPLE’S  PEACE. 

(A  RONDEAU.) 

The  supreme  need  of  all  peoples  is  a People's 
Peace. — Eirkne  Wilson. 

A People's  Peace ! can  this  be  won 
Till  a!L  the  people  ho  as  one 

In  asking  it ; till  far  and  near 
Come  many  voices,  loud  and  clear, 
Demanding  it  in  unison  ? 

How,  through  red  years,  was  war-work  done  ? 
No  barrier  6taycd  the  People,  none. 

In  war — and  shall  we  hold  less  dear 
A People’s  Peace  ? 

Right  well  we  fought  with  sword  And  gun : 
Fight  we  as  well  for  Peace,  nor  shun 
Her  tools  and  tasks,  until  we  hear, 
Echoed  through  either  hemisphere, 

The  Word  that  round  the  world  shall  run — 
“A  People’s  Peace  ! ” 

— S.  Gertrude  Ford. 


“Your  over-improving  monthly.”— A 
County  Durham  Reader  of  the  ‘ Miilgate 
Monthly,*  11 


INTERVIEW  WITH  MR.  J.  J.  DENT,  C.M.G. 
(BY  OUR  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT.) 

social 


PREPARING  FOR  THE  GENERAL 
ELECTION. 

WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 

IX.— KING’S  NORTON  (BIRMINGHAM),  AND 
MRS.  E.  BARTON. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COR  RESPONDENT. 


The  election  story  of  King's  Norton  (Bir- 
mingham) has  a peculiar  interest.  It 
centres  round  a woman,  which  cannot  be 
said  of  any  of  the  other  constituencies  which 
the  Co-operative  Party  has  decided  to  fight 
when  the  present  Government  has  ceased 
to  be.  Airs.  Barton  (the  assistant-secretary 
of  the  Women's  Co-operative  Guild)  is  the 
woman  in  question,  aid  a visit  to  her  con- 
stituency is  as  good  as  a sea  breeze  to  one 
who  has  been  locked  up  in  a town  for  twelve 
months. 

Before  going  further,  let  me  give  an 
illustration  of  the  promptings  of  the  co- 
operative instinct.  It  would  take  a lot  of 
thinking  to  find  a happier  introduction  to 
this  election  story.  1 knew  the  street  in 
which  Mr.  Tom  Handforth  (Airs.  Barton's 
election  agent  lived),  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Air.  E.  Booth  (secretary  of  the  Ten 
Acres  and  Stirchley  Society)  got  there; 
but  I did  not  know  the  number,  and  was  lost. 
Children  were  playing  in  the  street,  and, 
breaking  in  on  their  game.  I asked  one  of 
the  boys,  quite  haphazardly,  if  ho  knew 
where  Mr.  Handforth  lived.  “ Yes,”  he 
said.  ” lie’s  my  daddy,  and,”  pointing  to  a 
house  opposite,  “we  live  there.”  Instinct 
had  scored  two  maxi  mums  in  successive 
shots.  What  else  could  have  prompted  me 
to  stop  at  the  right  house,  and  what  else 


AIrs.  Barton, 

as  President  of  the  Women’s 
Guild  (1914). 


could  have  led  me  to  pick  out  Afr.  Hand- 
forth’s  child  from  six  or  seven  hoys  and 
girls  playing  in  the  street?  Is  mere  coinci- 
dence sufficient? 

Her  ” Best  Man.” 

Air.  Handforth,  I should  say,  would 
make  a “ best  man  ” for  any  Parliamentary 
or  municipal  candidate.  He  is  young,  weil 
read,  energetic,  aud  enthusiastic.  He  has 
also  travelled  extensively.  He  accepted  the 
invitation  which  the  Government,  freely 
offered  between  1914  and  1918  to  all  young 
men  to  see  the  world  at  its  expense,  and 
his  Eastern  tour  included  India.  Alesopo- 
taiuia.  Persia,  Baku,  Mongolia,  and 
Armenia. 

Air.  Handforth  stated  that  Airs.  Barton 
had  fairly  captivated  the  hearts  of  all  co- 
operators,  trade  unionists,  and  Labour 
Party  men  living  in  the  constituency.  The 
idea  of  a woman  candidate  did  not  catch  on 
with  them  at  first,  but  the  most  powerful 
microscope  would  not  discover  any  opposi- 
tion feeling  to-day.  One  mighc  go  further 
and  say  that  no  other  candidate  would  now 
he  acceptable  to  the  workers  of  King's 
Norton. 

One  of  Themselves. 

The'  popularity  of  Mr®.  Bflrton  is  easily 
explained.  She  is  rich  in  co-operative  and 
trade  union  and  municipal  experience,  and 
sympathy  for  the  cause  of  the  workers  is 
not  something  which  has  been  grafted  on 
to  her  nature.  She  is,  and  always  has  been, 
a working  woman,  and  her  knowledge  of 
domesticr industrial,  and  political  questions 
has  come  primarily  from  the  home,  >he 
workshop,  and  the  town  council,  and.’only 
in  the  second  place  from  the  class-room. 
She  is  also  a good  speaker,  probably  one  of 
the  best  in  women's  labour  movements.  I 
gatheiod  from  Air.  Handforth,  however, 
that  Her  chief  charm  is  her  homeliness. 
Sho  can  go  into  a working  woman’s  home, 
Bit  down  by  the  fire  in  tho  kitchen,  take 
a cup  of  tea  without  cocking  her  little  finger 
up,  and  talk  to  her  host  without  creating  the 
impression  that  the  room  in  not  big  enough 
for  two  people. 
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Candidate's  Career. 

Women  were  elected  to  the  Sheffield  City 
Council  for  the  first  time  in  November 
1919.  Two  were  returned,  and  Airs.  Barton 
was  one  of  them.  She  resigned  her  seat 
when  she  was  appointed  assistant-secretary 
of  the  Women’s  Guild  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  year,  which  necessitated  her 
removal  to  London;  but 
whilst  on  the  Council  she  never  had  any 
other  reputation  than  that  of  a capable 
administrator  of  the  city's  affairs. 

She  was  also  a J.P.  in  Sheffield. 

Tho  co-operative  movement  has  always 
had  Airs.  Barton’s  sympathy  and  practical 
support.  She  was  for  ten  years  a director 
of  tho  Brightside  and  Car  brook  Society 
and  had  tho  same  reputation  in  the  society’s 
board  room  as  she  had  in  the  City  Council 
chamber.  She  was  the  first  secretary  of  tho 
Hillsborough  branch  of  the  Women  s Guild 
and  made  her  way  to  the  office  of  National 
President  (1914)  through  the  Sectional 
Council.  She  was  also  one  of  the  founders 
of  tho  Sheffield  branch  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Women  Workers. 

King’s  Norton’s  future  ALP.  is  a keen 
internationalist,  and  was  for  several  years 
.on  the  national  executive  of  the  Women's 
International  League.  She  was  one  of  those 
selected  during  the  war  to  go  to  the  Hague 
to  meet  women  of  other  countries  in  con- 
ference, but  the  Government  refused  at  tho 
last  moment  to  allow  the  British  represen- 
tatives to  attend.  She  also  served  on  the 
Women’s  Advisory  Committee  on  Housing 
to  the  Alinistry  of  Reconstruction,  and  is 
now  a member  of  tho  Advisory  Council  on 
Housing  of  the  Alinistry  of  Health. 

Both  candidate  and  agent  are  locking  for- 
ward to  the  election  with  unbounded  con- 
fidence. They  do  not  minimise  the  task 
in  front  of  them,  but  they  are  not  without 
hopes  of  wresting  the  laurel  wreath  from 
the  sitting  member  (Coalition  Unionist), 
should  he  carry  out  his  intention  to  stand 
again.  They  have  a good  many  votes  to 
wipe  oat  before  they  begin  counting  for 
themselves,  but  they  believe  a big  change 
has  come  over  the  constituency  since  the 
1918  election  returned  the  Government  to 
power.  Their  second  opponent  on  that 
memorable  occasion  was  one  of  the 
strongest  young  Liberals  that  could  have 
been  brought  into  the  field,  but  lie  did  nob 
secure  half  as  many  votes  as  the  Co-opera- 
tive candidate  (Air.  T.  Hackett). 

The  constituency  is  divided  into  three 
wards — Northfield.  Selly  Oak,  and  Sti  roll- 
ley;  and  the  weakest  chain  in  the  co-opera- 
tive link  is  the  first  named,  where  the  pre- 
sent Member  for  King’s  Norton  has  a big 
motor  factory.  “ Let  us  hold  our  own  in 
the  Northfield  Ward,"  said  Air.  Handforth, 
"and  victory  is  ours.”  He  wn®  led  to  ex- 
press this  opinion  not  only  on  account  of 
the  dissatisfaction  which  exists  in  the 
country  generally  towards  the  Government 
now  in  power,  but  also  because  of  several 
recent  working-class  victories  on  local 
governing  bodies.  There  are  some  thirty 
thousand  men  and  women  on  the  electorate 
roll,  and  probably  two-thirds  are  of  the 
industrial  class,  chiefly  engineering  and 
cocoa  workers,  though  not  a few  are  gaining 
their  living  from  agriculture. 

Full  of  Optimism. 

When  Ahs.  Barton  was  seen  the  other 
day,  she  was  full  of  optimism  as  to  her 
prospects  at  King’s  Norton.  Conditions 
for  the  return  of  a workers’  candidate  aro 
more  favourable  than  at  the  General  Elec- 
tion. Dissatisfaction  with  the  Coalition 
Government  has  considerably  increased, 
particularly  in  regard  to  international 
matters  and  unemployment,  and  the  fed' 
ing  is  undoubtedly  growing  that  neither 
Liberalism  nor  Conservatism  does  or  can 
meet  the  situation. 

The  guildswomen  are  behind  her  to  a 
woman;  they  are  naturally  very  mucti 
interested  in  her  candidature,  and  ore 
looking  forward  to  the  success  cf  the  first 
guildswoman  at  the  poll. 

Questioned  as  to  the  subjects  which  had 
engaged  their  chief  attention  in  l*{® 
electoral  campaign.  Airs.  Barton  rcpn-,J . 

” Tile  question  of  linern j *L «y m-uc 

has,  of  course.'  been  well  to  tn 
fore,  whilst  the  electors  are  also 
terested  in  housing  and  rating  problem'- 
The  housing  problem  is  not  so  acute  m 
division  as  in  tJie  more  congested  centre, 
for  it  includes  a part  of  Bournville. 

The  organisation  is  ready  to  be  put  1 
the  test,  and  only  waits  the  word  from  1 1 
O.C.  to  take  the  field  in  real  earnest. 

Barton  is,  of  course,  standing  ns  a 1 
operative  candidate,  but  all  tlic  other  wor  * 
ing-clnss  forces  are  standing  solidly  beni 
her.  i. 

An  interesting  feature  of  her  propaga  • 
is  the  cottage  meeting,  which  has  be® 
great  success.  • ■ a 

Apparently  Mrs.  Barton  is  not  only  g Jj 
to  deserve  success,  hut  she  and  her  nos 
workers  are  going  to  command  it. 

Good  hick  to  her  and  to  them  I 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


gaoaacna: 


American  Trade. 

Exports  from  the  United  States  continue 
to  decline,  as  indeed  do  the  imports,  but  the 
former  arc  falling  off  more  rapidly,  with  the 
result  that  the  excess  of  exports  over  imports 
for  the  month  of  July  was  only  $54,000,000, 
as  compared  with  S147.000.000  in  July  of  last 
vear.  I»  one  sense>  this  falling-off  may  bo 
viewed  as  satisfactory,  for  it  reduces  the  sum 
other  countries,  principally  Europe,  have  to 
ray  or  owe  the  United  States  in  settlement 
of  such  excess  of  exports.  But  it  may  also 
mean  that  we  and  the  other  importing  countries 
are  temporarily  going  without  some  of  the 
necessary  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials  that 

obtain  from  America,  and  are  to  that  extent 
depleting  our  stores.  The  debts  of  Europe, 
including  ourselves,  to- the  United  States  will 
be  ono  of  the  greatest  problems  of  the  next 
ten  or  twenty  years.  I do  not  refer  merely 
to  the  Government  debts,  serious  a3  they  are, 
but  to  the  balance  of  trade  which  has  to  be 
made  good  either  by  shipments  of  gold,  the 
export  of  goods,  the  sale  of  our  own  businesses 
or  foreign  bonds,  &c„  still  held  in  this  country, 
or  the  piling  up  of  further  debt  by  our  paying 
in  fresh  paper  money  securities — I.O.U.’s,  as 
it  were— which  in  turn  have  to  pay  interest. 
It  i3  noteworthy  that  dining  July  last,  when 
the  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of  America  was 
$54,000,090,  that  country  received  gold  from 
different  parts  of  the  world  to  the  value  of 
$42,987,000,  of  which  no  less  than  $38,060,000 
was  received  from  Britain.  Probably  the 
American  coal  strike  was  responsible  for  the 
falling-off  in  American  exports ; "this  has  now 
been  settled,  but  difficulties  of  transport,  short- 
age of  railway  trucks,  &e.,  are  likely  to  impede 
recovery.  These  factors  notwithstanding, 
many  competent  authorities  are  of  opinion 
that  the  United  States  is  in  for  a trade  revival. 
It  has  the  one  grpat  advantage  that  it  pos- 
sesses an  enormous  home  market  based  on 
agricultural  production,  and  agricultural  coun- 
tries always  recover  from  depression  much 
more  quickly  than  industrial  countries. 

S 

Organisation  and  Intelligence. 

Taking  the  long  view,  many  members  of  the 
employing  class  are  extremely  stupid  in  their 
treatment  of  labour,  and  will  reap  a sorry 
harvest  some  day  out  of  their  efforts  to  weaken 
organisation  of  all  kinds  among  the  workers 
by  attacks  on  their  trade  unions,  political 
efforts,  or  co-operative  trading.  It  is  only  a 
few  years  ago  that  Lord  Claude  Hamilton,  the 
chairman  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway, 
blurted  out  in  a speech  that  the  socialist 
agitators  who  caused  trouble  on  the  railways 
were  usually  the  most  intelligent  of  the 
workers.  Itjs  gratifying  to  note  that  some 
representatives  of  the  employing  class  are  more 
intelligent  than  others  (like  Sir  Allan  Smith, 
for  example),  as  is  shown  by  the  following 
extract  from  a leading  article  in  the  “ Financial 


Everyone’s 
Health  Beverage 

Nestle’s  Malted  Milk  is  the 
most  healthful  and  delightful 
of  drinks.  Prepared  from  pure 
hch  milk  and  fine  malted 
ybeat  and  barley,  it  is  an 
ideal  food  for  all,  young  or 
old  full  of  nourishment  and 
very  easily  digested. 

tBSTT.fJg 

halted  milk 

Guilds  health  for  the  unfit 
‘Jj'J  safeguards  the  strength 
the  strong.  Let  everyone 
lhe  family  have  it.  The 
amous  name  that  it  bears 
18  'ts  sure  guarantee. 

NESTLE  S,  6-8.  Eastcheap,  E.C.3 


Times  ” of  the  4th  inst.  apropos  of  the  Trade 
Unions  Congress : — 

Ever  ready  to  learn  from  new  circum- 
stances, America  picked  up  many  fresh 
ideas  as  a result  of  training  large  masses 
of  men  for  the  war.  One  fact  it  estab- 
lished was  that  the  best  educated  workers 
made  the  best  soldiers.  An  illiterate  or 
ill-instructed  man  was  a wasteful  unit 
in  the  military  machine.  This  is  no  less 
true  of  the  industrial  macliine.  The 
better  educated  the  workers  are  the 
better  work  they  do — Belgium  and  Ger- 
many illustrate  this — and  the  less  costly 
it  is  relatively.  But  the  alert  and  intel- 
4igent  man  is  the  man  who  organises 
himself  and  desires  to  express  himself 
collectively  as  well  as  individually. 
Hence,  if  you  suppress  him  you  suppress 
vour  best  •worker.  It  might  be  conve- 
nient in  some  ways  to  have  a servile 
working-class,  with  a low  standard  of 
life,  but  such  a class  would  he  incom- 
patible with  a liighly-skilled  industrial 
organisation,  and  it  would  always  tend 
to  depress  the  average  level  of  intelli- 
gence of  the  whole  community. 

“ Diamonds  are  Better.” 

During  the  last  few  days  .there  has  been  a 
marked  rise  in  the  shares  of  diamond  com- 
panies. The  Soilth  African  Minister  of  Finance 
said  the  other  day  that  diamonds  were  now 
selling  regularly,  and  that  the  diamond  export 
duty  had  produced  £90,000  for  two  months  to 
the  end  of  May — as  much  as  had  been  collected 
in  the  previous  seven  months — and  comparing 
with  £12,000  for  the  two  corresponding  months 
in  1921.  The  United  -States  is  the  world's 
principal  holder  of  diamonds.  In  1918  one  of 
the  greatest  diamond  experts  estimated  the 
total  value  of  diamonds  in  the  world  as  3,000 
million  dollars  (say  £700,000,000),  of  which 
about  half  \vere  in  the  United  States.  The 
average  annual  imports  of  diamonds  by  the 
United  States  during  the  ten  years  ended  in 
1920  amounted  to  about  $30,000,000  ; for  the 
financial  year  ended  in  June,  1920,  imports 
reached  $89,000,000,  the  highest  on  record ; 
and  for  the  twelve  months  ended  June.  30th 
last  they  amounted  to  about  $32,000,000.  A 
year  or  two  ago  the  diamond  trade  got  into 
very  low  water.  The  Russian  Soviet  Govern- 
ment had  put  a lot  of  stones  on  the  market, 
which  disorganised  the  trade,  and  this  industry 
being  largely  in  the  hands  of  an  international 
combine,  production  was  suspended  on  the 
principal  mines.-  The  international  diamond 
sj'ndicate  fixes  prices  below  which  stones  may 
not  be  sold,  and  this  is  rather  interesting  in 
connection  with  an  income  tax  appeal  made 
by  the  De  Beers  Consolidated  Mines  Limited, 
decided  the  other  day  in  Johannesburg.  The 
company,  which  is  the  principal  member  of 
the  combine,  claimed  that  the  market  value 
of  the  diamonds  it  had  in  stock  in  J une,  1920, 
was  nil,  on  the  ground  that  diamonds  were 
unsaleable  at  that  time,  which  was  the  date 
of  the  income  tax  assessment.  The  Chief 
Justice,  however,  stated  that  the  diamond 
sj'ndicate  had  made  no  attempt  to  sell  other- 
wise than  at  the  prico  fixed  in  normal  times, 
and  he  was  of  opinion  that  if  prices  had  been 
reduced  purchasers  would  have  been  readily 
found.  The  recent  activity  in  the  diamond 
trade  and  in  the  shares  of  the  diamond  com- 
panies shows  that  the  South  African  Chief 
Justice  was  notrvery  far  out  in  his  contention. 
It  will,  no  doubt,  seem  ridiculous  to  many 
readers  that  at  a time  like  this,  when  half  the 
world  is  impoverished  and  has  not  enough  to 
eat,  there  should  be  a strong  demand  for 
diamonds ; but  the  fact  is  that  in  countries 
where  the  national  currency  is  falling  daily  in 
value  people  who  still  have  means  are  afraid  * 
of  keeping  it  in  money  or  in  banks  (which  is 
equivalent  to  having  it  in  money),  as  in  a few 
months’  time  it  may  bo  worth  nothing ; so 
that,  while  their  paper  money  will  still  buy 
something,  they  purchase  things  like  diamonds, 
which  have  a world  value,  and  can  also  be 
concealed  and  easily  carried  away  if  ono  has 
to  fly  to  other  countries. 


Following  on  the  decision  of  the  .’Manchester 
District  Council  of  the  Men’s  Guild  to  increase 
the  number  of  branches  in  the  Manchester  area, 
the  district  secretary  (Mr.  H.  Ogden)  has  been 
in  communication  with  some  of  the  societies 
not  having  a Men’s  Guild  branch.  A letter  has 
been  received  from  the  Pendleton  Society,  and 
there  is  now  every  possibility  of  a branch  being 
formed  under  the  auspices  of  that  society  in 
the  near  future. 

“Your  brilliant  magazine  " — a Leicester 
reader  on  the  “ Millgate  Monthly.” 


Guardians  and  tho  Dividend. 

The  recent  communication  to  a Board  of 
Guardians  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  with 
reference  to  the  dividends  accruing  from  goods 
supplied  on  relief  tickets,  is  beginning  to  be 
estimated  at  its  full  value  by  co-operative 
societies.  Readers  will  remember  that  the 
Minister  stated  that  the  Guardians  should  re- 
ceive these  dividends. 

Some  societies  are  only  now  beginning  to 
realiso  the  full  sigmfioanceof  this  communication 

A more  gross  interference  between  the  un- 
employed member  of  a co-operative  society 
and  its  management  could  rfeally  hardly  be 
imagined.  The  effect  of  the  circular  consti- 
tutes a differential  treatment  as  between  the 
unemployed  person  who  goes  to  a co-operative 
store  and  one  who  goes  to  a private  store,  which 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  It  i3  one  more 
cogent  example  of  the  stupid  penalties  which 
are  still  being  placed  upon  enlightened  thrift, 
for  most  people  are  aware  that  a man  who  has 
had  a few  pounds  In  a co-operative  society  lias, 
as  a rule,  been  a good  deal  longer  in  applying 
for  State  assistance  when  unemployed  than  the 
man  who  has  troubled  neither  about  co-opera- 
tion or  anj'  other  form  of  saving.  I under- 
stand that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  are 
taking  up  tho  matter  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  How  successful  they  will  be  remains 
to  be  seen. 

Another  important  matter  has  also  come 
before  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  They 
have  been  asked  liy  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
their  views  on  the  Ministry's-  proposals  with 
regard  to  the  Order  to  be  made  under  Section  3 
of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act  with 
reference  to  new  regulations  for  tho  sale  of 
Certified,  Grade  A,  and  Pasteurised  milk.  Tho 
new  regulations  will  come  into  force  on  January 
1st  next.  Meanwhile,  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee is  going  to  look  into  the  matter. 

Leman-streot  Changes. 

Soul©  interesting  and  important  structural 
alterations  are  in -progress  at  the  Whole- 
sale Society’s  depot  in  Leman-street. 
For  many  years  it  has  been  recognised 
that  the  saleroom  accommodation  in 
the  grocery  department  has  been  very 
inadequate.  There  is  not,  and  has  not  for 
a long  time  been-  the  necessary  room  and 
convenience  for  the  very  largp  number  of 
buyers  who  attend  there  and  who  are  con- 
stantly increasing,  and  in  consequence 
arrangements  were  completed  some  time 
ago  for  an  entirely  new  saleroom.  This  is 
now  being  made  oy  cutting  through  the 
north  wall  of  the  present  premises  into  a 
large  department  hitherto  occupied  by  the 
drapery  section,  and  when  completed  the 
new  room  will  meet  admirably  the  needs  of 
the  buyers.  There  will  be  a better  oppor- 
tunity ' of  displaying  goods  than  hitherto, 


WHY  NOT? 

NATIONAL  FLOWER  SHOW 

SUGGESTED. 

HEALTHY  EMULATION 

CREATED. 

[“  Co-operative  News  ” Special.] 

Shows  of  horticultural  produoe  have 
been  held  iu  many  places  this  year  at  which 
co-operators  have  shown  the  splendid  re- 
sults obtained  from  C.W.S.  seeds.  The  re- 
liability of  the  seeds  has  received  a further 
practical  testimonial.  The  local  shows  have 
been  valuable  in  a limited  degree  in  giving 
publicity  to  the  C.W.S.  seeds,  but  this  mode 
of  advertising,  to  be  effective,  should  be 
conducted  on  a national  scale. 

It  is,  of  course,  too  luto  to  arrange  a 
show  this  year.  Early  next  year  the  mat- 
ter might  be  taken  in  hand,  with  a view 
to  giving  co-operators  an  opportunity  of 
demonstrating  their  skill  as  gardeners  and 
incidentally  booming  the  C.W.S.  horticul- 
tural department.  Co-operative  societies 
in  most  areas  contain  a good  sprinkling  of 
gardeners,  who  find  the  best  results  are 
available  from  the  C.W.S.  seeds.  So  far 
little  has  been  done  to  organise  this  section. 

A Great  Mistake. 

The  movement  made  a great  mistake  in 
not  taking  the  lead  in  organising  tho  allot- 
ment holders.  Thousands  of  additional 
customers  would  have  been  available  had 
the  movement  taken  a direct  interest  in 


and  it  is  proposed  to  take  advantage  of 
this  by  the  provision  of  a large  number  of 
show-cases,  which  will  make  possible  a 
more  elaborate  display  of  C.W.S.  produc- 
tions. The.  old  saleroom  will  now  become 
a series  of  offices,  and  will  include  a buyers’ 
retiring  room,  sale  clerks’ .office,  and  so  on. 
The  carrying  out  of  these  plans  will  almost 
necessarily  involve  buyers  in  some  amount 
of  inconvenience,  and  it  will,  for- n while, 
he  impossible  to  make  the  usual  display, 
but  it  is  generally,  and  no  doubt  rightly, 
felt  that  they  will  not  mind  this  when  the 
ultimate  result  is  calculated  to  add  so 
much  to  their  comfort.  Mr.  W.  Swain, 
who  explained  the  new  plans  to  me,  added 
that  that  work  is  being  rapidly  proceeded 
with,  and  that  it  is  hoped  to'  have  it  all 
completed  go  that  the  annual  display  of 
dried  fruit  for  the  Christmas  season  can 
be  held  in  the  new  room. 

Party  Politics. 

An  important  meeting  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  executive  took  place  at  tho 
offices  in  Pall  Mall  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  NY.  H. 
Watkins  presiding.  It  was  reported  that 
the  subscriptions  to  tire  party  for  tbe 
current  year  (to  date)  had  totalled  £4,00.0, 
and  this,  having  regard  to  the  acute  indus- 
trial depression,  was  generally  felt  to  be 
most  satisfactory,  some  societies  which  had 
previously  lapsed  having  now  renewed 
their  contributions.  Letters  were  rend 
from  the  Bradford  and  Windhill  societies 
asking  the  executive  to  consider  the 
question  of  more 'publicity  to  the  matter 
of  the  taxation  and  rating  of  land  values. 
This  is  already  included  in  the  party’s  pro- 
gramme, but  the  societies  qamed  held  the 
view  that  considerable  propaganda  work 
might  be  undertaken  on  such  an  important 
matter.  It  was  further  reported  that  Mr. 
S.  F.  Perry.  J.P.,  the  secretary  of  the 
party,  is  to  meet  the  Scottish  Party  on 
September  16th,  and  the  Paisley  Co-opera- 
tive Party,  together  with  the  Glasgow  and 
District  Suburbs’-  Conference  Association, 
during  the  week-end.  An  attempt  is  being 
made 'to  inaugurate  a propaganda  cam- 
paign in  Scotland  on  behalf  of  the  party . 

Proofs  of  Mr.  Barnes’  pamphlet  dealing 
with  co-operative  politics  have,  it  was 
announced,  now  been  finally  approved  by 
the  executive,  and  that  the  pamphlet 
should  he  issued  in  a few  weeks.  It  was 
also  decided  to  prepare  special  pamphlets 
dealing  with  taxation,  unemployment,  and 
foreign  policy,  and  that  prominent  co- 
operators  should  be  asked  to  write  them. 
This  latter  decision  indicates  preparation 
for  a possible  appeal  to  the  electorate,  and 
in  further  anticipation  of  a General  Elec- 
tion it  was  decided  that  the  whole  question 
of  the  party  programme  and  its  revision 
should  be  discussed  at  a special  meeting  of 
the  executive  on  September  27th.  A con- 
ference of  C’o-operative  Parliamentary  can- 
didates, their  agents,  members  of  the 
national  committee,  and  organisers  of  the 
party  is  also  to  be  arranged.  It  was 
reported  that  250,000  copies  of  the  local 
party  newspapers  are  being  circularised  in 
the  districts  each  month,  and  reports 
showed  that  they  are  having  effect. 


forming  associations  of  allotment  holders 
throughout  tho  country.  Frvni  the  pur- 
chase of  co-operative  seeds  it  would  be  a 
short  cut  to  joining  the  local  store. 

Healthy  Emulation. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the  efforts  made 
to  run  a flower  show  at  the  revived  co- 
operative festival  at  th©  Crystal  Palace  in 
July,  last  year,  were  not  very  successful. 
The  C.W.S.  offered  a liberal  array  of  prizes. 
The  unusual  drought  which  spoilt  tho 
gardeners’  best  work  limited  the  number  of 
entries,  added  to  which  tho  lateness  of  issu- 
ing the  schedules  precluded  the  members 
making  arrangements  to  buy  the  special 
varieties  for  which  the  prizes  were  offered. 
If  an  early  start  is  made  with  tins  arrange- 
ments next  year,  there  is  no  reason  why  a 
first-class  show  should  not  be  secured, 
which  will  create  a healthy  emulation 
amongst  our  gardening  members,  and  also 
provide  a"~splendid  advertisement  for  the 
superiority  of  the  C.W.S.  seeds. 

Surely  if  a daily  paper  can  organise  a 
national  show  to  boom  British  fruit,  the 
co-operative  movement  ought  to  be  able 
to  arrange  an  annual  exhibition  at  which 
the  finost  produce  from  co-operators’ 
gardens  can  be  displayed. 

In  order  that  the  interest  should  not  bo 
restricted  to  one  particular*  area,  tbe  show 
might  be  run  on  the  lines  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural,  and  be  held  in  different  jwpu- 
lous  centres.  There  might  be  competitions 
for  challenge  shields  amongst  the  eight 
sections.  Many  other  methods  by  which’ 
horticultural  pursuits  could  be  stimulated 
suggest  themselves.  When  once  the  show 
is  started,  there  will  'be  no  difficulty  in 
adding  to  tho  attractions  iu  order  that  it 
might  be  made  worthy  of  a great  movement. 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 

WORKERS’  EDUCATION. 

AN  INTERNATIONAL  MOVE. 

Brussels  1ms  just  been  the  scene  of  a con- 
ference of  educational  organisations  controlled 
by  the  working  classes.  No  fewer  than  eleven 
countries  were  represented  by  forty  delegates, 
who  were  there  on  behalf  of  between  thirty  and 
forty  organisations,  among  which  were  the 
Educational  Committee  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  General 
Council  of  the  Trade  Unions  Congress,  Workers’ 
Educational  Trade  Union  Department, 
Workers’  Educational  Association,  Ruskin 
College,  Central  Labour  College,  and  the 
Federation  of  Labour  Colleges.  The  delegates 
came  from  Belgium.  Holland,  Switzerland, 
Denmark,  France,  Germany,  Luxembourg, 
America,  Australia,  and  other  countries. 

The  conference  was  for  the  purpose'  of 
enabling  the  various  organisations  to  acquaint 
one  another  with  their  educational  work,  and 
to  discuss  means  of  exchanging  information 
and  assisting  one  another.  Since  the  Avar  there 
have  been  remarkable  developments  in  working- 
class  education,  particularly  in-Germany,  where 
the  Avorkcra’  high  schools  are  doing  a great 
service.  Resolutions  approving  the  Avork  that 
is  being  done  were  passed,  and  recommenda- 
tions made  for  the  holding  of  a further  con- 
ference tAvo  years  hence. 

A special  feature  was  an  exhibition  of  text- 
books, journals,  and  other  literature  at 
Antwerp,  among  the  exliibits  being  a range  of 
the  publications  of  the  British  Co-operative 
Union,  the  National  Co-operatiA-e  Publishing 
Society,  and  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Socictj'.  Finding  this  exhibition  to  be  of  very 
great  value,  the  delegates  decided  that  as  much 
as  possible  of  the  material  should  bo  retained 
and  housed  in  Brussels;  to  be  kept  there  as  & 
permanent  exhibition  for  inspection  or  con- 
sultation, the  various  organisations  concerned 
being  asked  to  keep  the  collection  up  to  date 
by  sending  along  new  editions  as  issued. 


THE  DEPRECIATED  MARK. 

EFFECT  ON  GERMAN  SOCIETIES. 

It  is  lamentable  to  see  Iaoav  the  working 
capital  of  the  German  co-operative  societies 
melts  away,  with  every  fall  of  the  mark,  like 
snoAv  before  the  sun.  The  result  is  fresh 
appeals  for  more  money  have  to  be  made  con- 
tinually, just  as  in  the  case  of  Austria.  This 
Avant  of  disposable  capital  is  aggravated  by  the 
fact  that  all  the  purchases  by  the  Wholesale 
are  for  ready  cash,  for  anyone  Avishing  to  buy 
othenvise  knows  not  Avkat  the  A-alue  of  his 
credit  Avill  be  in  a month’s  time.  And  hardly 
has  a co-operative  society  decided  to  increase 
its  capitnl  than  another  increase  is  necessary. 
Ordinarily,  the  members  grumble,  but  finally 
agree,  being  faced  A\dth  the  alternative  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  usurers  of  so-called 
“ free  ” trade. 

One  learns  that  in  face  of  this  continual  rise 
in  prices  and  the  need  of  Avorking  capital,  the 
co-operatives  haATe  reached  a point  where  they 
fix  the  relatiA’e  amount  of  share  capital : they 
have  set  up  a rule  in  Germany,  as  in  Austria, 
that  the  share  capital  miist  be  equal  to  the  weekly 
salary  of  a letter-paid,  workmun. 

Hen-  Heinrich  Kaufmann  makes  a clear  and 
earnest  call  to  members,  in  the  official  organ  of 
the  movement,  the  “ Konsumgenorsenschaft- 
lichen  Rundschau,”  to  save  the  German  co- 
operative  movement. 


HOW  IT  LOOKS  IN  ESPERANTO. 

In'  things  essential,  unity  ; 

In  things  doubtful,  liberty  ; 

In  all  things,  charity. 

En  uecesajoj,  unueco; 

En  dubajoj  libereco ; 

En  cio,  bonvoleco. 


ITALIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  UNIVERSITY. 

Sunday,  the  20th  ult.,  saw  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  University  of  Co-operation  in 
Ronie,  in  the  foundation  of  which  there 
participated  the  Government,  the  com- 
mune of  Rome,  and  many  provinces  and 
associations.  Signor  Luigi  Luzxntti,  “ the 
Gladstone  of  Italy”  and  the  Grand  Old 
Man  of  Italian  Co-operation,  Avho  has  done 
so  much  to  establish  the  university,  per- 
formed the  opening  ceremony. 


The  Danish  co-operative  movement  did  a 
business  of  174,500,000  crowns  in  1921, 
29,000,000  less  than  in  the  year  before 
owing  to  the  fall  in  prices. 


CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE  WITH 

RUSSIA— III. 


POSITION  AND  PROSPECTS.  OF  CENTROSOYUS. 


BY  THOMAS  PATRICK'. 


Our  contributor  has  dealt  in  these  articles  with  this  much  discussed  question. 
We  are  not  responsible  for  his  proposals,  to  some  of  which  we  see  objections,  but 
trade  with  Russia,  if  it  can  be  embarked  upon,  has  endless  possibilities  for  co- 
operative enterprise,  and  for  that  reason  we  have  published  his  articles  as  con- 
taining specific  suggestions  which  are  at  least  worthy  of  consideration.  The 
article  concludes  the  series.— -Ed.,  “ C.  N.” 


What  are  the  future  prospeots  of  the  co- 
operative movement  in  Russia  ? They  can 
only  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  future  of 
the  Russian  nation  as  a whole.  Therefore,  let 
us  note  a few  facts  regarding  the  present 
economio  situation  in  Russia. 

The  present  population  of  Russia,  as  dis- 
closed by  a census  recently  taken  by  the 
Soviet  Government,  is  130,000,000.  If  wo 
bear  this  fact  in  mind  and  remember  the  vast 
natural  Avealth  of  tho  country,  how  can  wc 
have  any  doubts  about  the  future  of  its  people  ? 

The  overwhelming  majority  of  the  popula- 
tion are  engaged  in  agriculture.  The  esti- 
mated yield  of  the  harvest  this  year  is  above 
the  average  for  the  area  sown. 

Given  two  or  three  good  liarvests  Russia  will 
be  exporting  wheat.  The  future  prosperity 
of  Russia  Avill  bo  based  on  good  harvests. 

The  food  supply  of  her  industrial  population 
can  reasonably  be  regarded,  now,  as  assured 
for  the  future.  The  tremendous  strain  on 
the  transport  system  imposed  by  the  famine 
is  now  relaxed,  and  such  transport  is  hoav 
available  for  other  purposes. 

Agriculture,  so  far  as  resources  permit, 
is  being  developed  on  scientific  lines.  Up- 
to-date  machinery  and  methods  are  being 
applied,  and  many  irrigation  schemes  are 
under  weigh. 

The  output  of  oil  and  coal  in  tho  south  of 
Russia  is  gradually  but  surely  approaching  tho 
pre-war  figures.  As  an  instance  of  present 
activity,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  a huge 
electric  power  station  has  recently  been  erected 
near  Moscow  which  ere  long  will  bo  able  to 
supply  the  city  with  all  the  power  it  needs 
for  its  factories.  The  equipment  for  this 
station  has  been  collected  bit  by  bit  all  over 
Russia. 

Considering  tho  difficulties  in  the  way  the 
amount  of  constructive  work  that  has  been 
carried  through  in  Russia  during  the  past 
twel\-e  months  is  almost  unbelievable. 

Still,  the  cry  is  for  more  capital  (not  capi- 
talists), and  ever  more  capital.  To  give 
only  one  illustration  of  the  need  for  capital 
it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  largest  coal  field 
in  the  world  has  recently  been  discovered  in 
Siberia.  The  coal  exists  there  in  hundreds 
of  millions  of  tons  very  near  to  the  surface, 
but  there  is  not  a railway  within  500  miles  of  it. 

Tho  co-operativo  movement  is  being  given 
all  possible  help  by  tho  Government.  In 
many  cases  buildings  are  being  placed  at  its 
disposal,  and  its  goods  are  often  given  pre- 
cedence on  the  railways.  An  agreement  has 
just  been  concluded  between  the  Centrosoyus 
and  the  Supreme  Economic  Council,  whereby 
the  latter  will  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
former  a credit  of  10,000,000  gold  roubles. 
This  credit  will  be  given  on  goods  produced 
by  the  large  scale  undertakings  (coal,  metal, 
oil,  &c.)  controlled  by  the  Supreme  Economic 
Council.  The  Centrosoyus  undertakes  in  re- 
payment of  this  c^gdit  to  deliver  by  January 
1st,  1923,  to  the  Supreme  Economic  Council, 
2,000,000  poods  of  grain,  and  tho  balance  of  the 
value  of  the  loan,  in  raw  materials— meat, 
potatoes^  butter,  salt,  and  other  goods — or  in 
currency  (paper  roubles)  as  agreed  upon. 
The  goods  supplied  to  tho  Centrosoyus  will 
consist  of  nails,  pig-iron,  and  other  metal 
goods  (from  tho  Government’s  metal  trust), 
keroseno  and  other  forms  of  fuel  to  the  value 
of  1,200,000  gold  reubles,  and  the  balance 
will  be  made  up  in  textiles,  glass  earthenware, 
chemicals,  rubber,  and  paper. 

The  surplus  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
Centrosoyus  as  a result  o fall  its  trading  opera- 
tions is  exported  in  tho  form  of  raw  materials, 
and  sold  abroad  by  Arcos.  With  the  credits 
obtained,  manufactured  goods  arc  imported 
to  be  used  in  trading  operations. 

For  many  years  to  come,  even  under  the 
most  favourable  conditions  that  can  be  con- 
ceived Russia  is  bound  to  be,  in  the  main,  an 
exporter  of  food  and  raw  materials,  and  an 
importer  of  manufactured  commodities — 
rolling  stock,  machinery,  tools,  &o.  Tho 
total  volume  of  her  foreign  trade  in  the  near 
future  will  bo  materially  increased  if  tho 
bcheme  I have  put  forward  in  these  articles 


can  bevBuccessfully  carried  through.  It  will 
mean  much  to  the  movement  in  both  countries. 

We  have  only  to  follow  out  the  processes 
of  trade  in  order  to  realise  tho  far-reaching 
effect  which  this  large  export  of  co-operative 
goods  to  Russia  would  have.  The  goods  are 
first  of  all  sold  in  Russia.  With  the  proceeds 
the  International  Society  will  purchase  more 
and  yet  more  co-operative  goods  from  our 
factories.  The  capital  will  be  turned  over  at 
an  ever-increasing  rate.  The  exports  from 
Russia  which  our  factories  cannot  absorb,  can 
be  sold  through  the  same  channels  as  are  used 
by  Arcos  at  present,  but  the  proceeds  wall  be 
spent  in  our  factories. 

In  duo  course  British  co-operative  goods 
would  find  their  way  into  most  of  the  toAvns 
or  villages  of  Russia,  What  jm  achievement 
this  Avould  bo  ! What  a Anctory  for  British 
co-operative  enterprise  ! 

The  first  effect  of  the  export  of  our  goods  to 
Russia,  would  be  felt  here  by  an  increase  in 
the  output  of  our  factories,  thereby  bringing 
about  a reduction  in  overhead  charges  and 
consequent  reduction  in  the  cost  of  production, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  increased  employment 
which  would  be  found  for  co-operative  AYorkcrs. 
All  this  is  possible  Avbilo  the  capitalist  enemies 
of  Russia  are  considering  whether  to  grant  her 
credits  or  not. 

By  helping  to  put  Russia  on  her  feet  we 
shall  hasten  the  time  Avhcn  the  C.W.S.  will  be 
getting  Avheat  from  that  country  on  much  more 
favourable  terms  than  we  can  obtain  it  from 
abroad  at  present.  It  may  not  be  many  years 
before  the  C.W.S.  ayiII  be  building  linen  fac- 
tories to  utilise  Russian  flax. 

The  amount  of  capital  necessary  to  finance 
the  scheme  I have  outlined  (one  shilling  pei 
co-operator),  is  a very  small  sum  for  such  a 
movement  as  ours  even  in  these  hard  times  ; 
especially  Avhen  it  is  remembered  that  it  will 
be  reproductive  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
One  thing  is  certain.  Wo  can  only  trade 
with  Russia  on  a considerable  scale  in  the 
near  future  by  providing  the  Russian  co- 
operators  Avith  capital  that  they  need  not  pay 
back  immediately.  Is  there  any  Avay  in  Avliich 
this  can  be  done  more  efficiently  than  by 
sotting  up  a joint  trading  organisation  ? If 
so,  the  sooner  avg  decide  on  a plan  the  better. 

One  final  word.  Can  we  trust  our  comrades 
in  the  Russian  movement  ? I belioA'e  avc  can. 
I believe  tho  directors  of  tho  C.W.S.  believe 
avc  can.  If  we  can,  all  things  are  possible. 
Let  us  all  take  off  our  coats  and  speed  tho 
work.  Long  live  international  co-operation. 


By  Appointment. 

HOW  many  brands  of  milk 
can  you  think  of  with  a 
reputation  equal  to  Nesfcle’s  ? 
NOT  ONE.  Quality,  Purity, 
Safety — these  all  tell  with  the 
vast  majority  of  people,  and 
Nestle’s  is  still  unrivalled. 

Nestles  Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Use  Nestle’s  for  all  purposes 
and  you  will  be  safe  against 
all  milk  risks. 

Sold  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


LITERATURE. 


ENGLAND  UNDER 
EDWARD  Vn. 


A SIDELIGHT  ON  THE  GREAT 


War  is  ne\-er  inevitable  unless 
believe,  it  to  be  inevitable,  and  tliat'b^ 


is  not  spontaneously  generated. 

The  printing  press,  in  these  day, 
usually  war’s  foster-mother.  The  day,  U 
gone  when  men  on  thrones  or  behind  thr  *** 
can  make  Avar.  They  must  have  at 
proportion  of  tho  people  behind  them,  J 
there  is  but  one  really  effective  way  of  *7 
ting  that  backing.  It  is  the  belief  of  j . 
Farrar,  whose  neAv  book,  “ England  IV  ' 
Edward  VII.”  (Allen  and  Unwin  Liunt* 
10s.  6d.  net),  has  just  been  published,  ^ 
the  printing  press  had  much  to  do  with  thj 
framing  of  the  war  serial  which  was  sta^ 
in  1914,  and  which  is  still  running  in  ^ 
Near  East.  Continued  suggestion  is  & 
to  develop  war  from  imagination  t« 
actuality.  Writers  in  England,  Fry*, 
Germany,  and  Russia  created  the  mentai 
atmosphere  out  of  which  came  Avar. 

Mr.  Farrar’s  book  is  an  attempt,  and, 
successful  attempt  (in  spite  of  the  fact  thjf 
the  author  may  be  accused,  and  with  reason 
of  leaning  too  much  to  the  German  side),  to 
deal  with  the  part  played  by  King  Edward  a 
the  direction  of  the  foreign  politics  of  hij 
time.  In  domestic  politics  the  King's  nctiri. 
ties  Avere  circumscribed  by  the  Constitution, 
His  duty  was  to  sign  the  laws  passed  1 j 
his  Parliaments.  In  foreign  politics,  hen- 
ever,  the  Constitution  alloAved,  and  stiH 
alloAvs,  freedom  of  action  to  the  Monanh, 
and  consequently  it  is  in  the  field  of  foreign 
politics  that  the  interest  of  King  Edward) 
reign  mainly  lies. 

It  has  often  been  asserted  that  the  Kicg 
was  the  mere  servant  of  the  foreign  policy 
of  first  Lord  Lnnsdowne  and,  later,  of  Sr 
EdAvard  Grey,  but  Mr.  Farrar  brings  for- 
ward  plenty  of  evidence  in  support  of  hi! 
vieAV  that  he  was  “ in  tho  main  his  or* 
Foreign  Minister,  initiating,  couiman  din?,  • 
and  controlling  all  our  policy  towards  otitf 
Powers. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  that  policy  TO 
intended  to  ensure  peace.  There  u 
little  doubt  that  the  policy  was  oae 
continual  threat  to  peace.  Wien 
King  Edward  came  to  the  threw, 
England  and  Germany  were  not  merely 
traditionally,  but  actually,  friends.  Mr, 
Farrar  points  out  that  in  1899  the  ‘•Times" 
declared  “ that  uo  cordial  understanding 
was  possible  with  France,  and  that,  whlri. 
AA’e  had  always  respected  the  Gennu 
character,  we  had  come  to  despise 
France.  . 

Queen  Victoria  Avas  ahvays  inclined  toward* 
Germ  any.  King  Edward,  who  was,  during 
Ins  mother’s  lifetime,  carefully  excluded  fr« 
all  share  in  foreign  politics,  naturally  in- 
clined towards  France'.  Queen  Victon* 
declared  that  6he  could  not  “ remain  d* 
sovereign  of  a country  that  was  letting  it*U 
down  to  kiss  the  feet  of  the  great  kr* 
barians.  . . .”  But  her  son  courted  Rusfl*i 
Russia’s  friendship  Avas  essential  it  &f' 
many  Avas  to  be  encircled.  With  the  cev 
reign  came  a new  policy  and  a new  joW* 
nalism.  “ Splendid  isolation  ” 'Tas 
fetish  of  an  inglorious  age.  Ill-feeling 
engendered  by  the  Boer  War,  and  fomented 
by  the  speakers  and  Avriters  of  Germany* 
of  England,  brought  to  nothing  colirer**j 
tions  which  might  have  resulted  in 
accession  of  Britain  to  the  Triple  Allknt*- 

Our  oliief  friction  at  the  time  was  n'tJ 
Franoe.  In  tho  interest  of  peace,  therewj. 
the  friendship  of  the  French  must  K*  cU 
tivated.  Our  "statesmen”  were 
with  the  idea  that  we  must  be  either  ^ 
the  Triple  Alliance  or  against  it. 
didn’t  join  Germany,  Austria,  and 
AA'e  must  join  Franoe  and  Russia,  and  a ^ 
same  time  attempt  to  detach  rtnly  8 
Austria  from  Germany.  “ The  press  0 . 
Avorld,  in  response  to  this  new  dire^  j 
busied  itself  Avith  the  discussion  ® ^ 

‘ League  of  Russia,  France,  and  Eogl|in 
tho  overthrow  of  Germany.’  German  l’a 
took  part  in  tho  discussion.  . . 'l0  j 

wore  many  German  papers  against 
that  King  Albert  of  Saxony  was  ^ 
oemed  at  their  possible  effect  on  Aug 
man  relations  that  lie  could  scared.'  - . 
for  thinking  of  it.”  So  was  the  10 ^ 
atmosphere  created  out  of  which  came  ^ 
From  one  poiut  of  view  it  is  quite  ** 
that  Mr.  Farrar's  book  costs  lialf-a-P  ^ 

If  ordinary  working  people  read  ■ 
might  begin  to  think.  Thought'3 
ruptive  force.  Disruption  spells  di^° 

— for  some.  • — jj, 

A.  *'• 


6h.tk>i"M  9.  1!)22- 


medical_replies. 


*r«  requested  to  wrlto  In  ink,  on 
papw.  dSitinctly  and  briefly,  slating 
J,  ,h®  (ion,  and  symptoms,  using  distinctive 

Sq,  **;  «*,UPJV.  initials,  but  also  giving  real 

a®  Pr00t  01  S**1  N,°  a^l8 

“jcaaea  requiring  to  bo  seen  can  bo  con- 
e^  Addr^'Th®  Doctor/'  " Co-operotivo  News, 
^illlgste.  Mancbeator.l 

Bi-oaniNG  Nose”  (“Old  Newser  ”). 
Continue  the  treatment,  at  the  same 
• ,>void  hot  tea  and  hot  liquids  gener- 
lf0.  JJso  alcohol,  as  well  as  the  excite- 
„t  of  hot  rooms  and  sitting  too  near 
fires  If  constipation  exists,  treat  it 
b the  lines  so  often  indicated  in  tins 
Column-  . 

m p The  swelling  in  front  of  the 

. ‘ probably  “ housemaid’s  knee,” 
S should  be  treated  by  painting  all 
r the  joint,  and  for  some  distance 
•“round  it,  with  strong  tincture  of  iodine, 

,t  dry  on,  and  when  the  skin  has 
renewing  the  application  until 
So  swelling  goes,  which  it  will  do  m time. 

••  Mu.vehn.”— ' Give  up  smoking  alto- 
irether  No  special  diet  is  of  much  value 
L the  cure  of  deafness,  the  result  of  in- 
flammation of  the  inner  ear  Continue 
Se  douching  of  nostrils  with  warm  salt 
,md  water  night  and  morning,  but  candour 
compels  the  admission  that  the'  prospects 
of  "a  cure,”  as  you  suggest,  after  four 
years  are  anything  but  good. 

“Steve.”— Bronchial  spasm,  not  or- 
dinary bronchitis,  but  more  like  bronchial 
asthma,  seems  to  be  your  complaint.  This 
diagnosis  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  cf  relief 
being  got  through  burning  saltpetre 
blotting-paper,  which  I should  advise  you 
(o  continue  doing,  and  your  doctor  might 
prescribe  some  other  similar  remedy  in  the 
form  of  an  “ asthma  powder.”  Asthma 
is  very  largely  a “ nervous  ” disorder. 

"Guilder.” — After  six  years’  con- 
tinuous treatment  under  local  and  hospital 
doctors,  1 fear  it  is  not  likely  that  much 
more  can  be  done.  The  pain  is  probably 
of  nerve  origin,  and  is  of  the  nature  of 
neuritis,  and  the  situation  of  it — at  the 
back  of  the  tongue — makes  it  extra  diffi- 
cult to  treat  by  local  remedies.  There 

seems  nothing'  for  your  husband  but 
patience  and  perseverance  with  the  reme- 
dies, and  trusting  to  Nature. 

"Cnitas.” — The  only  way  to  increase 
your  weight  is  by  taking  a good  deal  of 
good  nourishing  foods  with  plenty  of  out-of- 
doors  exercise,  and  abstinence  from  bad 
habits.  Cod  liver  oil  and  malt  extract  will 
also  help.  You  have  evidently  got  a 
"deflected  septum  of  the  nose,”  for  which 
an  operation  would  do  much  to  relieve.  It 
is  not  "a  long  job,”  and  can  be  done 
under  a local  anaesthetic.  Many  thanks  for 
your  opinion  of  our  Replies  as  “ straight- 
forward." 

“Herpes  Zoster”  (“Herpes”). — This 
is  the  professional  name  of  “Shingles,” 
which  is  really  a complaint  of  nervous 
origin — the  result  of  being  “ run  down  ” in 
general  health.  It  is  apt  to  he  of  long 
duration  and  to  test  the  patience  of  both 
doctor  and  patient,  the  pain  continuing  for 
a considerable  time  after  the  “ rash  ” has 
gone.  It  is  also  liable  to  recur  with  a re- 

■currence  the  causal  condition.  The 
patient  should  therefore  exercise  care  dn 
the  prevention  of  this. 

" Hopeful." — (1)  The  four  months’ 
delay  advised  is  to  allow  the  “cataracts” 
to  mature  so  that  they  can  be  operated 
upon.  There  is  no  absolute  guarantee  that 
«u  operation  for  cataracts  will  cure  them, 
especially  at  seventy-five  years  of  age.  (2) 

Ji lie  knee  and  leg  trouble  are  probably  coll- 
ected with  the  accidents  of  thirty  years 
sgo,  which  you  detail  in  your  letter.  It  is 
common  thing  for  old  injuries  to  give 
trouble  m advanced  life,  when  they  are 
,n  t0  h®  “‘ore  difficult  to  cure  through 
Anno  Domini.” 

^ Y3.TI,e”  ,or  “ Ratae,”  or  “ Rathe.”— 

,nom.  de  plume”  might  be  either  of 
toese  despite  its  being  printed.  ' Pletiro- 
iim-n-  cy°'\r  tr°»ble— neuralgia  of  the 
X „of  the  ribs,  the  “intercostal 
•dti  i ’ “!  they  are  called,  following  vour 
for‘m  °/  '!|fl»enza — one  of  the  common 
trv  n.Kk- ltS  - dregs.”  For  its  treatment 
Wei r « «ng  'y*th  belladonna  liniment,  and 
hall  * a,lne  bandage  round  the  part.  It 
nbstainer  y°Ur  good  that  you  are  a life 

T«’T,.pT,'rE  an!>  m,lk  r ”>— 

giviui,  *i  °n  '■  ,be  !l  P'ty  to  have  to  stop 
tinecfiUv  g,r  oatmeal  porridge  and  milk, 
you  i £,?■  s',e  ,is  t°n(I  of  them,  and,  like 
her."  Rlleve.  they  are  “ very  good  for 
port  id  pa  • ° t 1S  a bttle  tip  about  oatmeal 
themselves  „ i g‘-’,l,ng  them  as  a meal  by 
they  do  In  aJ‘d  'Vlth°ut  *a»y  other  food,  as 
are‘vPr„  ,n  kc°tland.  Porridge  and  inilk 
of  any  ot  Ia"fd  and.  don’t  like  the  company 
teaaiul  hi  Z00^8.111  tlle  stomach/such  as 
Ac  nt  iCa(J  ar*d  butter,  or  ham  and  eggs, 
a8oodbasffinfatf;  a'ild  a P®rson  who  has 
else,  and  ’A”  °f  .V1®?1  lias  no.  room  for-  much 
elt*,  at  roa- "y.  better  without  anything 

the  fact  x\ea  • One  disadvantage  is 
and  lmn.,1  at  t lcy  sooa‘  digest  taken  thus, 

i 8o'»e  o t no r 6f°°n,  comes  011  aga‘n.  and  then 

' ftith  your  .rtf 1 “I"  be  .taken.  Try  this 

the  Btonnud " d nnd  1 tIunk  ller  acit*ifcy  of 

elfo„i  "ill  cease,  and  +.Via  annr l 


*nect  of  tlV  ”“1.  o-cuae,  ana  me  good 
hnned  Pomdgo  and  milk  will  be  re- 
fashioned 7.®  . b?st  oatmeal  is  the  old- 
and  the  Lno*  P'.n-liead  Scotch  oatmeal, 
supper  t““e  to  take  the  meal  is  at 

;,r°  any  lH®  afre  no,fc  good,  nor  indeed 
•Udentlv  ds  Ut  meal  tunes.  The  girl  is 
°I,a  and,  would  be  the  better 

a?"l  and  Z !I1K  s ^iHs>”  and  boraeic 

fi’1"1".  S ";o,,ld  1,0  tlie  scurvy 

*»  »Ilen  hoi™0,  T l°  k,'.10"'  42101  y»u  are 
raped  by  reading  our  Replies.” 
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STRUGGLE  FOR  POWER. 


NEVER  ENDING  CONFLICT  BETWEEN  “THE  HAVES  ” 
AND  “THE  HAVE  NOTS.” 


PEACE  ONLY  THROUGH  CO-OPERATION. 


BY  GEORGE  THORPE  (C.W.S.  CHAIRMAN). 


Last  week  Mr.  Thorpe  analysed  finance  and  gave  reasons  why  it  was 
powerful  in  human  affairs.  This  vveok  lie  divides  the  society  into  “haves” 
and  “have  nots,”  and  describes  the  " continue  us  struggle"  between  the 
two.  Co-operation,  universally  applied  will,  he  suggests,  bring  happiness 
to  all. 


Why  were  the  rather  uncommon  obser- 
vations set  forth  last  week  made  for  the  con- 
sideration of  co-operators?  Simply  to  call 
attention  to  a general  fact  that  man’s  chief 
function  in  Nature  is  to  put  things  into  lit 
places  so  that  her  forces  can  produce  maxi- 
mum results  with  a minimum  of  expenditure. 

Keep  the  Channels  Clean. 

The  deeper,  fuller,  and  wider  man’s  know- 
ledge becomes  of  his  internal  environment, 
the  deeper  and  wider  is  his  wisdom  in  the  use 
of  his  outer  environment,  that  is,  his  mental 
equipment  is  bettor  adapted  to  put  things  into 
fit  places,  nnd,  of  course,  less  likely  to  put  them 
into  wrong  ones.  While  his  internal  environ- 
ment in  normal  conditions  is  adapted  to  receive 
impressions  from  liis  outer  one,  the  response 
of  the  former  will  depend  upon  the  effective 
analysis  it  makes  of  them,  and  the  wisdom 
used  in  application.  Hence  the  channels  to  the 
senses  must  be  kept  clean,  and  they  in  turn 
attuned  to  receive,  so  that  accurate  responses 
can  be  made.  Around,  and  in  the  accurate 
machinery  of  the  mind,  centres  the  problem 
of  human  existence  in  all  its  many  and  varied 
relationships. 

Either  to  Damn  or  to  Bless. 

Three  primary  conditions  emerge  which 
should  he  duly  observed: — (1)  On  the 
whole,  outward  nature  is  favourable  to 
man;  (2)  the  nature  of  a man’s  mind  can 
either  damn  or  bless  him,  according  as  it 
puts  things  into  fit  places ; (3)  that  man 
is  capable  of  devising  a system  which  from 
daily  practice  involves  the  highest  and  best 
motives  for  good,  and  curtails  their  oppo- 
site in  time  to  nil. 

Can  any  system  be  called  selfish  which  in 
its  essence  prevents  exploitation,  antj  has 
within  itself  no  exclusive  rights,  asking  all 
consumers  and  producers  to  join  its  ranks? 
Decidedly  not.  Because,  loyally  carried 
out,  it  has  no  privileges  to.  give,  no  pre- 
ferences to  offer.  It  is  precisely  within  the 
zone  of  the  system  where  its  members  meet 
on  terms  of  equality,  whether  their  pur- 
chases amount  to  £1  or  £20,  so  far  as 
quality  and  price  of  goods  are  concerned. 
This  is  equally  true  in  the  reward  given  to 
capital,  both  in  the  form  of  interest  and 
voting  power.  There  is  no  appreciation  or 
depreciation  of  shares  under  normal  circum- 
stances. Therefore,  from  A to  Z the 
thread  of  equality  runs  through  every 
operation  and  transaction  of  the  society. 


delicate  but  important  field  to  explore.  It' 
is. a field  in  which  candour  and  truth  should 
bt  given  free  and  full  opportunity  to 
operate,  and,  if  carried  out  in  a proper 
spirit,  need  not  give  offence  to  anyone. 
Consultation  between  wholesale  and  retail 
buyers  whenever  necessary  should  be  free 
and  open,  regarding  any  business  in  which 
both  are  jointly  interested,  because  the  re- 
sponsibility of  both  is  the  same,  as  the 
membership  gives  employment  to  both. 

All  the  capital  which  until  quite  recently 
gave  employment  to  over  48,000  people  in 
the  Wholesale  Society  has  been  found  by 
the  members  of  the  retail  societies,  with 
the  object  of  producing  and  factoring  for 
their  requirements,  and  when  one  thinks 
seriously  of  the  many  sacrifices  made  by 
each  member  to  save  that  capital,  and  the 
confidence  with  which  it  has  been  loaned 
for  the  purposes  named,  are  they  not  en- 
titled to  ask  that  each  society's  buyer 
should  purchase  all  his  requirements  from 
the  institution  their  little  capitals  have 
called  into  bring,  proriding  it  i»  profitable  to 
do  so?  And  if  not,  the  fact  should  be  made 
known  to  the- power  responsible  to  ascer- 
tain why.  The  same  applies  to  retail  socie- 
ties where  nnd  when  they  cannot  compete 
successfully  with  respectable  competitors. 
Around  this  vital  connecting  link  centres 
the'  whole  problem  of  the  success  of  co- 
operation, because  ne  defective  machine  can 
give  its  capable  output  when  any  of  its 
parts  are  defective. 

Under  the  present  system  of  ownership 
man  creates  his  own  economic  bondage  by 
limiting  supplies  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
monetary  values.  In  this  region  real  neces- 
sities take  a hack  seat.  Preference  is  given 
to  the  purse,  while  men  go  short  of  food, 
clothing,  and  shelter.  The  primary  ques- 
tion is  not  whether  the  people  have  enough 
to  supply  life’s  needs  with,  but  how  much 
can  be  made  out  of  the  various  crops, 
whether  of  cotton,  wheat,  wool,  or  anything 
else  having  commercial  value,  because  the 
very  system  of  ownership  and  competitors 
compels  them  to  adjust  cost  to  sale  and  pro- 
fit, which  lead  to  poverty  on  one  side  and 
unmanageable  destroying  fortunes  on  the 
other.  This  can  never  be  under  the  pre- 
sent system  of  present-day  co-operation  if 
universally  applied.  Hence  the  following 
conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  this  paper:  — 

1.  That  co-operation  is  a fundamental 
law  of  nature. 


CALENDAR. 


SEPTEMBER. 

9 S.  Northern  Section. — Cumberland  and  Weatmoa 

land  District  Conference,  in  * the  Christ 
Church  Parish  Rooms,  Penrith,  nt  2 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : Mr.  G.  Riddle'* 

Congress  paper. 

„ „ Southern  Section. — Cambridge  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  St.  Neols, 
at-  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : Mr. 
Riddles  Congress  paper;  to  he  introduced 
by  Mr.  Ralph  Ilibberd  (secretary,  Southern 

Section}. 

„ Southern  Section.— Wilt*  and  Dorset  District 
Conference,  at  Warminster,  nt  2-15  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " The  Press  nnd  the 
People."  Paper  by  Mr.  G.  Brownbill  ((.re- 
sident, National  Publishing  Society). 

9-10.  Rossendalo  District  Association. — Week-end  School 
at  Hill  End  House,  Burnley.  Lecturer,  Mr. 
T.  W.  Mcrcelr  (Co-operative  Union).  Sub- 
ject : " Co-operative  Relations." 

13  W.  Women's  Guild.— Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  the  Central  Premises  of  the  Lincoln 
Society,  nt  2-30  p.in.  Speaker,  Mrs.  Uns- 
.worth  (sectional  secretary). 

„ Women's  Guild.— South  Durham  nnd  North 
Yorkshire  District  Conference,  in  the  Church 
Hall,  Marsk'e-bv-Sen,  nt  2-30  p.m.  Subject 
lor  discussion  : " Married  Women  in  Paid 
Positions."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Close. 

10  S.  Midland  Section.— Shrop-hire  nnd  Mid-Wnles 

District  Conference,  nt  Fellows’  Cafe, 
Aberystwyth,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
mission : " Present-Day  Difficulties  end  Their 
Solution";  to  be  introduced  by  Councillor 
Edwin  Griffiths  (secretary^—  Shrewsbury 
Society). 

,,  „ Educational  Secretaries’  Association  (Midland 
Section). — Conference  in  i lie  Educational 
Room,  t'linpel-street,  Rugby,  at  3 p.m. 
Address  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co-operativo 
Union).  * 

„ „ Men’s  Guild  (Mid-Yorkshire  District  Council). 

—Conference  in  the  Central  Premises,  King- 
street,  Brighouse,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  l»r 
discussion  : • " The  Co-opc.rctivo  Press.” 
Speaker,  Mr.  S.  Hall  (Clecklienton,  and 
director.  National  Publishing  Society).  . 

,,  ,,  Nbrthern  Section. — West  Durlinm  nnd  South 
Northumberland  District  Conference,  nl 
Leadgatc,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Loyalty  from  the  ( .W.S.  Point  d 
View.”  Speaker,  Mr.  Wilson  Clayton 
(director,  C.W.S.). 

,,  „ Northern . Section. — South  Northumberland  Di.s 
trict  Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall, 
Oramlhigton,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : 31r.  „G.  Riddle's  Cong  re*,  (aiper. 

Sjieaker,  -Mr.  G.  Kiddle. 

,,  ,,  North-Western  Educational  As-  .ialion.— 
Conference  in  the  Lesser  Co-operative  Hall, 
Church-street,  Lancaster,  at  3 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " The  Co-op  rativ« 

Pies?."  Paper  by  Mr.  W.  Gregory. 

„ „ North-Western  Section.— NYrtli  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Coiifer'iice.  in  the  Co-operative  Hull, 
1-anca.ster-ro.ul,  Preston,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : Mr.  G.  ^Riddle's  Congress 

paper.  Speaker,  |Mr.  W.  Heggarti:,  J.P. 
(Lancaster;. 

,,  „ Southern  Section. — Hants  District  Conference, 
at  the  Morris  Hall,  Commercial-road, 
Southampton,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : “ The  Financial  Position  of  the  Co- 
operative Movement  in  Relation  to  New 
Forms  of  Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade.”  Reader  cf  Mr.  Riddle’s  Congrcst 
Paper,  Mr.  It.  Ilibberd  (secretary,  Southern 
Sectional  Board). 

„ „ South-Western  Section.— Devon  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Halt,  Winner-street, 
Paignton,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Congress  piper.  Speaker, 
Mr.  L.  G.  Williams  (Plymouth). 

„ „ Women’s  Guild.— South  Yorkshire  District 
Conference,  in  the  Wesleyan  School,  Tothnll 
Green,  Bcigbton,  near  Sheffield,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " Ourselves  and  the 
C.W.S."  Speaker,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Cottrell 
(C.W.S.  director). 

23  S.  Droylsden  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society.— 
Shareholders'  Half-yearly  Meeting,  in  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  Market-street,  Droylsden, 
at  3-30  p.m. 

„ „ North-Western  Section.—  Calderdale  District 
Conference,  in  the  Shiinlnnd  Wesleyan 
Sunday  School,  nl  3 p.m.  Subject  for  con- 
sideration : Mr.  Riddle's  Congress  paper;  to 
be  introduced  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Palmer  (Co- 
operative Union)." 

„ „ North-Western  Section.— South  Yorkshire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Congregational 
Schoolroom,  Killamnrsh,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  consideration  : " The  Work  ol  a District 
Association  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  G. 
Major. 

„ „ Women’s  Guild.— Nottingham  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Nelherfield, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Out 
Movement  : Its  Progress  and  Our  Duties.” 

23-24  Sheernoss  Society's  Educational  Department.— 
Week-end  School  nt  Sheernoss.  Lecturer, 
Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.  Subject : " Co- 
operation at  Home  and  Abroad.” 


Faultless  in  Principle. 

Now,  what  is  tho  aim  and  object  of  the 
system  known  as  co-operation?  Clearly, 
the  avoidance  of  waste  of  any  kind  in  pro- 
duction and  distribution  in  every  essential 
of  life,  which  involves  the  ownership  of  its 
raw  material  and  the  instruments  to  trans- 
form it  into  life’s  utilities  and  the  neces- 
sary adornments  that  minister  to  its 
highest  pleasures.  Is  there  not  complete 
harmony  in  every  detail  in  principle  calcu- 
lated to  achieve  the  object  aimed  at?  The 
answer  must  be  that  co-operation  in  prin- 
ciple is  faultless. 

Action  and  reaction,  which  means  reci- 
procity, is  oominon  both  to  mind  and  mat- 
ter, though  it  does’  not  necessarily  follow 
that  interaction  retards  or  accelerates 
human  progress;  yet  on  the  whole  it  has 
tended  in  the  latter  direction,  or  else  pro- 
gress would  npt  have  been  made.  But  the 
nature  and  quality  of  the  action  and  re- 
action determine  the  influences  for  goodness 
or  its  opposite  on  the  individuals  coming 
under  their  operation.  Therefore,  it  cau 
be  truthfully  said  that  tho  economics  and 
ethics  of  co-operation,  if  allowed  free,  un- 
obstructed action  and  reaction,  never  fail 
to  improve  tho  persons  coming  within  their 
scope  and  power,  which  means  in  evolution 
truth  will  take  the  place  of  lies;  insincerity, 
unfaithfulness,  and  all  other  impurities 
that  blacken  life  will  gradually  disapp&ar. 
Progress  accordingly.  Be  assured,  if  any 
failure  occurs,  it  will  not  be  in  principle, 
but  in  agency.  Agency  means  men  and 
their  acts  in  buyiog  and  selling— a very 


2.  That  man’s  lasting  success  in  every 
sens©  of  the  word  depends  on  him  putting 
things  into  fit  placevs  in  harmony  with  the 
law. 

3.  Saving  is  a necessity  for  procuring  a 
surplus;  that  such  a surplus  constitutes 
real  finance  when  exchangeable. 

4.  Man's  inner  environment  is  the  sole 
interpreter  of  his  outer  one,  and  on  its 
correct  interpretation  depends  his  success. 

5.  That  under  the  present  system  of 
ownership  and  competition  man  creates  his 
own  bondage  by  limiting  supplies,  and 
thereby  perpetuates  an  appeal  to  his  lower 
motives  known  to  every  student  of  human 
nature. 

6.  That  under  a co-operative  system  man, 
in  common  with  his  fellow-men,  is  owner, 
transformer,  and  consumer  of  his  own  crea- 
tions, which  condition  involves  a perpetual 
appeal  to  his  best  motives  to  do  the  right 
thing  in  all  the  varied  relationships  in  life. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  It.  Leslie. — Next  week. 

J.  Downie. — Held  over  till  the  conclud- 
ing articlo  appears  this  week. 

W.  T.  (Ton). — Don’t  apologise  for  your 
letter.  We  want  the  “ News  ” to  receive 
the  confidences  of  every  co-operator. 

J.  T.  (Ashiugton). — Preference  for  super- 
annuation is  no  reason  for  belittling  the 
C.I.S.  scheme  of  collective  assurance  for 
employees.  In  a critical  illness  would  it 
not  add  to  your  peace  of  mind  to  know  that 
your  wife  would  have  a substantial  sum  to 
tide  her  over  if  the  worst  happened? 


By  Appointment. 

You  are  Satisfied 
and  Safeguarded 

when  you  buy  Nestle's  Milk. 
You  are  satisfied  with  its  rich 
goodness,  for  Nestle’s  has  no 
rival  for  quality ; yon  are  safe- 
guarded by  its  absolute  purity. 
Don’t  take  risks,  ensure  satisfac- 
tion, andsafeguard  your  family’s 
health  by  insisting  upon 

NESTLE’S 

MILK 


THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 


Demand  Nestle’s— always.  It 

serves  you  right  ! ALL  WAYS. 


NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C  j 
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ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


[Fhom  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 


OPTIMISM  PREVAILS. 

A SURVEY  OF  THE  POSITION  IN  THE  SOUTH-WEST 


The  Western  Sectional  Board  have  lost  no 
time  in  getting  into  harness  since  the  Congress 
at  Brighton  at  Whitsuntide.  Three  meetings 
have  already  been  held,  and  a review  of  the 
coming  year's  probable  events  taken  into  con- 
sideration. The  United  Board  have  recom- 
mended three  subjects  to  be  dealt  with  during 
tho  year,  viz.,  “ Trade  and  Capital,”  “ The 
Financial  Position  of  tho  Co-operative  Move- 
ment in  Relation  to  New  Forms  of  Administra- 
tion in  Retail  Trade,'’  and  “ The  Co-operative 
Movement  with  Regard  to  International 
Relations  and  Trade.” 

The  second  of  these  subjects  will  be  taken 
in  hand  at  the  first  conference  of  the  Western 
Section,  which  will  bo  held  at  Cardiff  on  Satur- 
day, October  14th.  For  this  occasion  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  George  Riddle  have  been  for- 
tunately secured,  and  he  has  agreed  to  read 
and  defend  the  paper  he  prepared  for  Congress. 

In  order  to  strengthen  and  consolidate  the 
movement  in  the  section  a conference  (now  an 
annual  one)  of  the  sectional  board,  representa- 
tives of  the  four  district  associations  comprised 
In  the  section,  and  the  Educational  Com- 
mittees’ Association  has  been  held.  An  excel- 
ent  feeling  prevailed,  and  steps  were  taken  to 
avoid  overlapping  of  dates  and  clashing  of  sub- 
jects for  discussion.  A further  practical  result 
was  an  invitation  to  the  Educational  Com- 
mittees’ Association  to  co-operate  with  the 
section  in  making  the  conference  on  Mr. 
Riddle's  paper  a success. 

The  four  district  associations  agreed  to  pro- 
visionally arrange  their  conferences  as  fol- 
ows  : Brecon,  second  Saturday  in  October, 
January,  April,  and  July;  Mid-Glamorgan, 
last  Saturday  in  September,  March,  and  June, 
and  second.  Saturday  in  July;  West ’Wales, 
third  Saturday  in  September,  December, 
March,  and  June;  and  Gloucester  and  Here- 
ford were  allowed  to  fix  theirs  at  their  own 
pleasure  in  order  to  avoid  clashing  with  the 
others. 

The  sectional  board  for  the  current  year  has 
ono  altera t ior . in  its  membership  from  last  year, 
Mr.  S.  Davies  taking  the  place  of  Mr.  H. 
Watkins  (Mountain  Ash).  The  board  is  as 
follows  : M.-sws,  D.  Evans  (Blackwood,  Mon.), 
J.  P.  Davies  (Xantvglo),  J.  L.  Powell  (Pcnarth), 
D.  Williams  (Swansea),  S.  Davies  (Ynysybwl), 
and  R.  R.  Chappell  (Gloucester).  The  office  of 
chairman  is  taken  by  rota,  and  this  year  falls 
to  Mr.  D.  Evans.  Mr.  Powell  was  elected 
treasurer ; the  secretaryship  again  falling  to 
Mr.  Chappell,  whose  address  is  51,  St.  Paul’s- 
road,  Gloucester.  Mr.  W.  H.  Bryant  (Blaen- 
avon)  and  Mr.  E.  R.  .Wood  (Ton  Pentre),  two 
of  tho  old  stalwarts,  have  again  been  made 
honorary  members  of  the  board. 

Like  the  Irish  question  is  to  almost  every 
Government,  so  is  that  of  overlapping  and 
amalgamation  to  the  United  Board.  The 
Western  Sectional  Board  have  their  share  of 
it,  and  the  new  hoard  have  already  had  it  under 
consideration.  Three  societies  have  had  dif- 
ficulties with  each  other  over  boundaries,  and 
the  board  have  given  their  services  as  advisers. 
They  convened  a joint  meeting  of  the  three 
interested  societies  and  the  board,  at  which 
there  was  a good  attendance.  A judicious  talk 
on  the  subject  elicited  various  views,  w ith  the 
result  that  a passible  solution  was  suggested 
which  met  with  provisional  approval.  It  now 
remains  for  a further  conference  to  be  called, 
when  it  is  hoped  a new  era  of  usefulness 
without  fear  of  friction  or  distrust  will  com- 
mence. 

Besides  making  arrangements  for  the  usual 
propaganda  meetings,  concerts,  and  confer- 
ences, the  Gloucester  and  Hereford  District 
Association  have  applied  to  the  Co-operative 
Union  for  the  use  of  a lantern  and  slides.  This 
form  of  teaching  by  the  eye  os  well  as  the  car 
is  now  popular,  and  being  a new  thing  to  the 
district,  will  doubtless  be  of  special  interest 
during  tho  coming  winter. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Propaganda  work  has  already  begun,  the 
first  venture  being  for  the  Pillowell  and  Yorkley 
Society.  Here  tho  association  provided  a con- 
cert party  and  a speaker,  Mr.  Frank  Burlton 
(Gloucester).  A splendid  meeting  took  place, 
and  a letter  has  sinoe  been  received  from  tho 
president  (Mr.  E.  Jones)  thanking ‘the  associa- 
tion for  their  timely  help  in  a district  so  much 
affected  by  the  slackness  in  the  coal  trade.  It 


is  intended  to  bold  meetings  all  over  the  Forest 
of  Dean,  and  in  all  parts  of  the  district  where 
possible  this  winter. 

The  four  district  associations  comprised  in 
the  Western  Section  have  each  their  separate 
bom's  antP  wages  boards,  as  arranged  by  the 
Bristol  Congress.  This  month  is  the  usual 
time  for  tho  election  of  the  new  boards,  and 
tho  Brecon,  Mon.,  and  East  Glamorgan  are 
the  first  to  get  to  work.  Under  the  original 
constitution  all  societies  in  the  district  were 
eligible  to  nominate,  and  to  elect  six  from  the 
subsequent  list  of  candidates.  This  year  an 
amended  constitution  has  been  agreed  upon 
whereby  each  society  in  the  district  elects  a 
representative  to  the  board,  and  the  society 
pays  the  expenses  of  its  own  representative. 
The  new  board  have  made  a good  start,  and 
elected  Mr.  W.  Beynon  (Blaina)  as  thfeir 
secretary.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  Gloucester  Society  has  again  taken  the 
lead  in  the  city  and  district,  and  reduced  the. 
price  of  bread  to  Sd.  per  41b.  loaf. 

After  a break  of  several  years  on  account  of 
the  war,  the  annual  outing  of  the  committee 
and  officials  of  the  Gloucester  Society  was 
resumed  last  year,  and  the  second  of  the  new 
series  took  place  on  Saturday  last.  A happy 
party  went  by  charabanc,  via  Cheltenham, 
Charlton  Kings,  and  Northleach,  to  Bibury. 
Bibury  has  been  called  the  “ prettiest  village 
in  England,”  and  certainly  since  J.  A.  Gibbs’ 
book,  “A  Cotswold  Village,”  was  published  it 
has  come  into  greater  prominence. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Cardiff 
■Society’s  educational  committee  the  second 
eisteddfod  will  take  place  at  Cory  Hall, 
Cardiff,  on  March  22nd,  1923,  and  the  pre- 
liminary programme  has  been  issued.  The 
programme  is  comprehensive,  and  embraces 
items  for  children's  choirs,  action  songs, 
duets,  solos,  pianoforte  solos,  dancing 
(classical  or  fancy),  recitations,  essay  com- 
petitions, raffia  work,  woodwork,  and  fancy 
needlework.  Entry  forms  and  all  parti- 
culars may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  W.  L. 
Stedmau,  84,  Windvvav-road,  Victoria  Park, 
Cardiff,  and  all  entries  must  be  sent  iu  on 
or  before  January  1st,  1923. 

The  Cheltenham  Men’s  Guild  held  their 
annual  outing  on  Saturday,  August  26th, 
when  thirty-five  members  and  friends 
journeyed  to  the  Morning  Star  estate  at 
Greet,  near  Winchcombe.  After  survey- 
ing a portion  of  the  estate  under  the 
guidance  of  the  manager  (Mr.  Bent)  the 
visitors  had  tea  on  the  lawn.  After  tea 
the  inspection  of  the  orchards,  nut  planta- 
tions, gardens,  &e.,  was  continued.  The 
'return  journey  was  made  over  Cleeve  Hill. 


MAYPOLE  DANCERS. 

SIDMOUTH  IN  GALA  MOOD. 

Sidmodtii’s  Icte  and  children’s  day  took 
place  in  ideal  weather  on  August  22nd,  when 
100  children  were  entertained  to  tea.  A 
procession  marched  tound  the -town,  headed 
by  a decorated  charabanc  containing  .May- 
pole  dancers.  A good  tea  was  provided,  to 
which  full  justice  was  clone.  A big  rush 
was  then  made  for  bran  tubs  and  side-shows. 
In  the  evening  races  and  games  were  in- 
dulged in.  Hundreds  of  adults  had  paid  for 
admission,  and  the  grounds  'kindly  placed 
at  the  society’s  diisposal  by  the  vicar)  pro- 
vided an  animated  scene. 

Maypole  dancing  proved  a great  attraction 
and  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  three 
present.  Mr.  -Anderson-  (managing  secre- 
tary), on  behalf  of  the  committee,  spoke  in 
high  praise  of  Mrs.  Bellamy,  who  had  charge 
of  the  dancers.  Ho  also  presented  a box  of 
chocolate  and  Is.  to  each  of  the  dancers. 

The  Town  Band  was  in  attendance  ami 
rendered  excellent  music,  and  during  the 
evening  played  fir r dancing.  The  fun  of  the 
evening  was  provided  in  the  girls’  spoon- 
cleaning competition  and  the  boys’,  boot- 
cleaning competition.  Mesdames  Comer, 
Pratt,  Hooper,  and  Clapp.  Miss  Holmes,  and 
Mr.  Sibley  and  Mr.  Bellworthy  acted  as 
judges,  and  awarded  the  prizes  as  follows: — 
Girls:  1,  D.  Teed;  2,  K.  Herridg? ; 3,  L. 
Gooding.  Boys:  1,  W.  Garter;  2,  E.  Ander- 
son : 3,  D.  Manley. 

Title  stalls  and  games  were  wcU  pat- 
ronised. Hoop-la,  cokemut  slues,  and 
skittles  were  well  to  the  front. 

The  arrangements  were  made  by  a com- 
mittee composed  of  the  board  of  management 
and  the  staff,  with  Mr.  J.  Sibley  (president) 
fts  chairman  anti  Mr.  J.  Anderson  (managing 
secretary)  ad  secretary.  Plenty  of  willing 
helpers  were  available,  everyone  having  one 
object  in  view,  and  that  was  to  see  that  the 
children  had  a good  time.  Great  praise  is 
due  to  the  whole  of  the  staff,  who  put  all 
their  energy  into  the  work. 


DIFFICULTIES  BEING  OVERCOME. 

(From  a Correspondent.] 


In  the  vicissitudes  that  have  unavoidably 
- been  the  lot  of  all  businesses  during  the 
long-drawn-out  trade  slump,  the  societies 
in  the  South-West  areir  have  each  felt  the 
effect,  some  more  acutely  than  others.  It 
has  been  a period  of  the  keenest  arxiety  to 
all  who  have  been  engaged  in  any  form  of 
managerial  control,  and  has  continually 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  administra- 
tive bodies.  The  various  district  organisa- 
tions have  constantly  had  the  matter  before 
their  notice,  whilst  the  Sectional  Board 
have  been  alert  to  the  peculiar  needs  of  the 
situation.  By  circular  and  advice  and 
recommendations  they  have  sought  to 
minimise  the  possibilities -of  any  disastrous 
effects.  At  the  various  conferences  and 
meetings  information  and  advice  lias  been 
wholeheartedly  passed  on,  and  a keen 
attempt  has  been  made  to  stimulate 
enlightened  co-operative  activity  to  an 
endeavour  for  solidity  and  progress.  The 
Joint  Propaganda  Committee  have  also 
offered  the  services  of  the  sectional 
organiser  to  the  societies  which  have  been 
most  keenly  feeling  the  pinch. 

Apart  from  the  general  effect  due  to  the 
slump  in  values  of  stocks  and  the  conse- 
quent ^ increases  of  expenses  per  pound, 
there  have  been,  and  are  yet  in  certain 
areas,  industrial  conditions  prevailing  which 
aggravate  tho  position  in  these  localities. 

Industry  in  Cornwall. 

In  Cornwall  the  stagnation  of  the  local 
quarrying  trade  and  the  loss  of  orders  at 
the  Haylo  Docks  affected  the  spending 
capacity  of  these  members  of  the  Penzance 
Society.  However,  the  society  is  forging 
ahead  in  spite  of  this,  and  the  recent  open- 
ing of  the  new  bakehouse  and  the  exhibi- 
tion of  C.W.S.  productions,  has  had  a 
stimulating  effect  iu  the  Penzance  area. 

In  the  tin-mining  area  of  the  Redruth 
Valley  the  position  lias  long  been  realised 
as  deplorable.  The  district  has  been 

scheduled  as  a poverty  area,  and  here  the 
Camborne  Society  is  lighting  a great  light 
in  order  to  keep  the  banner  of  co-operation  , 
flying. 

Another  area  in  Cornwall  that  has 
suffered  is  the  clay-mining  district.  This 
area  is  covered  by  the  St.  Columb-road. 
Roche,  St.  Blaeev,  and  St.  Austell  socie- 
ties. and  whilst  each  society  has  had  a hard, 
upliill  task  to  maintain  its  position,  pro- 
gress is  being  prepared  for.  St.  Columb- 
road  Society’s,  new  premises,  built  by 
direct  labour,  are  in  course  of  erection*; 
St.  Austell  Society  has  installed  a corn- 
mill,  and  a scheme  for  a federated  bakery 
for  the  four  societies  is  receiving  considera- 
tion. This  is  a practical  project,  which 
would  be  a decided  step  in  the  advance  of 
co-operation  in  the  Goss  Moor  areas. 

Bodmin  Society's  premises  have  been 
remodelled,  and  here  new  districts  and 
trade  have  been  tapped  under  C’.W.S. 
supervision,  and  the  management  of  Mr. 
Warn©  and  an  energetic  oommittee. 

The  Plymouth  Society  still  -dominates  the 
town,  and  in  spite  of  the  abnormal  situation 
caused  there  by  the  making  obsolete  of 
hundreds  of  war  vessels,  and  the  decision 
to  restrict  the  building  of  new  ones,  the 
society  has  opened  out  at  Callington,  and 
great  hopes  are  entertained  of  development 
in  the  Falmouth  and  Penryn  districts. 

What  Devon  Societies  are  Doing. 

In  the  Devon  district,  particularly  in 
Mid  ami  South  Devon,  industrial  depression 
in  other  parts  of  the  country  has  some- 
what curtailed  tjie  number  of  visitors  to 
the  county  beauty  spots,  and  this,  together 
with  adverse  conditions  in  agriculture,  lias 
had  its  effect.  Co-operation,  however  was 
a stronghold  here.  Dartmouth,  Kings- 
wenr,  Moretonhampsteiul,  Tiverton,  and 
Exmoutli,  under  C.W.S.  supervision,  are 
increasing  sales  and  membership,  and  have 
bright  prospects. 

Paignton  Society  has  faced  the  situation 
boldly,  and  is  now  moving  to  success, 
whilst  Torquay  lias  strengthened  the 
already  solid  grip  it  had  on  the  delectable 
resort.  In  the  Bovey  Basin,  where  the 
pottery  trade  had  gone  to  pieces,  the 
Bovey  Tracey  Society  has  launched  out  into 
real  estate  ownership,  and  the  Bridge  House 
estate  with  the  dairy  farm,  home-fed  pro- 
ducts, and  pleasure  gardens  is  proving  a 
valuable  asset  to  the  society. 

Exeter  Society  has  added  a farm  to  its 
possessions,  and  is  holding  its  own  in  the 
wide  area  ft  covers.  In  North  Devon,  Tor- 
rington  and  Barnstaple  have  increased 
membership  and  trade,  and  Bitlcford  is 
celebrating  its  jubilee  year  and  the  opening 
of  a very  fine  bakery,  which  has  been  built 
by  direct  labour. 

Glove  Trade  Brisk. 

Societies  in  Somerset  have  passed  through 
varying  experiences.  The  glove  trade  in 
Yeovil  has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  the  local 
society  has  extended  its  trading  operations 
in  the  surrounding  area,  anil  has  com- 
menced, through  the  medium  of  the  Build- 
ing Guild,  the  erection  of  new  draperv  and 
tailoring  premises  in.  the  Triangle.  Bridg- 


auiuius  to  Its  1 1 1 A n.  L 

Twerton  is  maintaining  a 
policy.  A new  outfitting  department  l* 
been  opened,  and  following  the  f,,.;.  ^ 

the  Bath  Society  a wide  field 
ment  will  open  out  iu  the  city  w r 
super-Mare  has  opened  out  with  ^ 
date  outfitting  department,  and  ii6  a f , 
of  intensive  propaganda  has  dmum  ‘‘ 
creases  in  the  Worle  district.  I:’ 

The  amalgamation  of  PoVtishead 
the  Bristol  Society  has  given  « ", 
impetus  to  the  movement  in  the  Olmlu 
and  Yatton  areas,  whilst  in  the  <-itv 
the  manifold  activities  of  the  various? 
operative  organisations  reveal  the  fact  tL 
the  Bmtol  Society  is  very  virile  ,1,7 
''ells  Society  has  added  a new  draperv, 2 
partment  and  is  showing  weekly  incrraJ 
whilst  Street  and  Ghewton,  under  ( Ws 
supervision,  are  moving  in  the  Vul 
direction. 


TIio  trnmptou  C'ottsrell  and 
societies,  situated  m the  heait  of  the  tn 
holds,  have  felt  the  full  effects  of  ,t 
demoralised  condition  of  this  induthn 
especially  m its  effect  upon  the  earui. 
and  spending  capacity  of  the  miners  ,\a 
many,  these  members  are  stalwart  |w- 
co-operators,  spending  large  amounts  ? 
the  stores,  but  with  the  tremendous  lowei 
mg  of  their  economic  status  and  the  r«u 
taut  decline  in  their  purchasing  power 
position  almost  amounting  to  chaos  was ' 
result.  However,  staff 
loyal! 


,,  committee.  n 

members  loyally  combined  in  the  cm 
effort  towards  stabilisation,  and  the  resul 
have  more  than  justified  their  vvhulebearu 
endeavours. 


In  the  passage  through  the  troublous 
period  recorded,  the  societies  in  the  South. 
D est  have  also  had  to  face  difficulties 
other  than  the  trading  crisis  and 
the  falling  values  of  stocks,  An-.  The 
revival  of  the  open-air  markets  with  so- 
called  stocks  of  the  Disposal  Board’s  war 
material  have  been  serious  competitors, 
The  test  of  some  of  the  members'  <or.£- 
den.ee  in  the  financial  stability  of  the  mure- 
ment  was  temporarily  shaken  by  the  subtle 
press  attacks  regarding  the  C.W.S.  loss*.  | 
The  aggressive  activity  of  tho  multiple  j 
organisations  (very  often  skilfully  orgauisw) 
has  had  its  effect  in  certain  dircctiuus,  and 
- the  drop  in  the  dividend,  and  in  some  cases 
its  absence,  ha^  caused  the  weak-kneed  la 
desert  the  cause.  The  very  heavy  distri- 
butive expenses  and  delivery  charges,  too. 
have  brought  their  anxious*  moments,  acd 
in  some  cases  failure  to  realise  the  need  of  1 
keeping  pace  with  the  necessity  of  adopt- 
ing modern  methods  to  changing  conditioaa 
has  brought  its  own  dire  penalty. 

A general  survey,  however,  of  the  South** 
West  gives  one  a feeling  of  optimum.  On 
every  hand  there  is  a growing  alertness  to 
the  real  value  of  co-operation.  The  i<> 
operative  conscience  is  awakening,  and  the 
movement  is^ being  looked  upon  as  tJie  only 
safeguard  against  the  tentacles  of  tho 
trusts  and  combines.  Administratively  I 
efficiency  is  being  demanded,  wnd  » I 
quickened  response  in  general  set  vice  aDl‘ 
adaptability  is  in  evidence.  This  tailor,  j 
when  allied  with  an  aggressive  e(lu<oti°na*  > 
and  propagandist  policy,  has  always 
achieved  results  of  the  most  sat  ofactorf  I 
character.  The  successful  work  of  the 
tional  organiser  is  clear  evidence  of  tin* 
fact.  Wherever  these  conibinatiuES  Iw*j0 
been  operative,  success  has  been  assurer.  , 
The  future  prospect  is  bright.  V.  ill'  *nI^c 
realisation  of  what  co-operation  stands  °_i 
a truer  sense  of  loyalty  to  its  i>" todpw-t 
and  a zealous  and  intelligent  advocacy 
its  sphere  of  service  and  it©  possibm*1 _ » 
there  is  great,  hope  for  co-operative  acW* 

ment  in  the  South-West. 


MANCHESTER  TO 


PLYMOl'Ttf- 


NEW  C.I.S.  OFFICIAL 

Mr.  Viotor  Fryer,  of  the  lib' 
ment  staff  of  the  Insurance  Society, 
been  appointed  by  the  directors  t.^ 
position  of  manager  of  the  PI ynn"'1'1  ^ 
sion  in  succession  to  Mr.  C.  S.  lh^c  ’ 
is  taking  charge  of  another  division.  ^ 

Mr.  Fryer  began  his  career  "i  . 
C.I.S.  in  January.  1911.  as  the  lif©'^. 
ment  manager’s  typist,  and  has 
ence  of  all  sections  of  the  life  ‘|CP. 
work.  He  lost  valuable  tune  ^ 
busines  through  being  called  up  j-J 
service.  He  served  from  3 lay,  , 
March , 1919,  but  had  the  wfdoni  to  ^ 
in  touch  with  his  work  the  whole  • ’ 0f 

soon  -after  his  return  ho  secure 
the  prizes  offered  by  tho  directors  (i. 
who  passed  the  Insurance  In*1  ^ ex- 
amination with  special  merit.  • 
amination  last  year  ho  gained  (fered 

of  associate.  He  also  secured  a P _ . c5«af 
by  the  board  to  the  staff  f°r  L ad 
on  "General  Business  Metnoos 
Development.”  iinigne*  *• 

As  a farewell  gift  from  his  co  ' ° fjttrf 
Manchester,  Mr.  Fryer  receive 
attache  case. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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| OUB  NEW  SERIAL. 

| fjlt  First  Instalment  Appeared  last  taeeJi.  w 


BEGIN  reading  now. 
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HOW  THE  STORY  BEGAN. 
n»\siKV  a once  delightful  hninlet,  con- 

j»;  y <*• <H*owy «» «»i  in  ?i» 

IStourhooil,  mto  ,n  Pl»«e  f l’1'?- 
Suries,  mills,  n-crkslious,  and  slums,  is 
Lp  sccae  in  which  the  story  open®. 
William  Oldrovd  a working  engineer, 
brought  there  to  place  machinery  at  tlie  pit- 
lievf  saw  possibilities.  Chance  gave  him 
cheap  lease  of  a site  wanted  by  rich  busi- 
iiess  people,  and  lie  profited  by  the  chance 
to  secure  capital  to  start  business  for  him- 
sclf  Wealth,  position,  power  filled  Iris 
prospect  until  the  forgotten  girl  lie  bad 
betrayed  sought  him  out  in  order  to  claim 
fair  play.  Tine  last  instalment  left  them 
about  to  discuss  her  future. 


Chapter  II. 

Two  months  later,  when  the  pit-head 
machinery  was  nearing  completion,  Oldroyd 
managed  to  secure  a berth  as  night  opera- 
tor in  the  engine-room.  The  work  was  at 
oute  easy  and  monotonous,  without  pros- 
pect of  promotion  ; not  at  all  the  kind  lie 
would  have  selected  in  other  circumstances. 
Its  only  advantage  was  that  it  enabled  him 
to  remain  on  the  spot  and  watch  develop- 
ments. Even  he  was  surprised  by  their 
rapidity  and  scope,  and  the  astute  bargain 
be  had  concluded  made  him  feel  that  lie 
was  part  of  it,  destined  to  grow  with  its 
growth  and  share  in  its  rewards. 

A building,  made  to  his  own  design,  rose 
as  if  by  magic  on  Hie  site  he  selected.  With 
~a  keen  eye  to  expenditure,  he  bought  such 
tools  and  machinery — mostly  second-hand — 
as  would  serve  immediate  requirements, 
and  spent  much  of  his  gpare  time  in  fixing 
it  to  the  best  advantage  and  putting  it  in 
order.  It  was  work  of  joy,  done  in  secret. 
When  at  last  everything  was  as  complete 
as  his  knowledge  and  skill  could  make  it, 
he  handed  in  a week’s  notice,  much  to  bis 
employer's  surprise,  and  fixed  over  his  own 
gate  a large  sign-board  bearing  the  words : 
WlEMAM  Oj.DICOYI), 

Engineer. 

It  was  a proclamation  to  the  world  that 
he  was  his  own  master,  a challenge  to 
fortune  to  test  his  abilities,  and  he  followed 
it  up  by  sending  a printed  circular  to  every 
farmer  within  six  miles,  setting  forth  his 
readiness  to  repair  any  kind  of  machinery 
at  short  notice  and  low  cost. 

The  result  was  not  encouraging.  In  the 
first  month  he  drew  twenty-seven  shillings 
and  threepence.  In  the  second  mouth 
forty-five  shillings  and  ninepence.  It  was 
progress  only  in  the  sense  that  it  moved 
towards  bankruptcy.  He  countered  it  by 
visiting  farms  and  finding  work  which  it 
was  more  convenient  to  do  on  the  spot. 
This  necessitated  sending  his  tools  in  a 
cart;  sometimes  he  trudged  ahead  of  it  to 
make  preparations,  then  worked  like  a 
galley  slave  for  a few  pounds.  By  the  end 
of  the  first  year  he  was  well  known,  and 
confident  of  keeping  afloat  until  something 
better  came  within  reach,  as  it  surely 
";ould.  Works  and  factories  were  already 
rising  from  their  foundations:  in  a short 
time  thousands  of  tons  of  machinery  would 
bo  wearing  itself  out. 

The  demand  for  his  services  at  a dis- 
tance made  it  necessary  to  place  someone  in 
tne  works  to  attend  to  callers.  He  selected 
n youth  named  Tarrant,  and  lie  proved  to  he 
•‘  quiet  well-mannered  youngster  with  the 
fn,!RUlli  at  his  age,  of  keeping  his  own 
4i^.?Sc ' l°°bed  upon  hi«s  employer’s 
i reie^  energy  and  strength  with  wondering 
“»e  and  admiration,  a tribute  as  voluntary 
it  was  sincere,  destined  to  grow  and  play 
important  part  in  Oldroyd’s  affairs. 

Win  1 1 rnittv  L'ame  at  last  through  the  mis- 
mill  *il<?  ,0^  °bl'ers.  An  outbreak  of  fire  in  a 
an>n«Vras  on  the  point  of  starting,  caused 
OlrlrnS.!)  macliuM>ry  to  fall  through  the  floor, 
in^  r-ir  'Vas  Cn  tlle  EPot  like  a vulture  scent- 
offeJa  71011*  ,a,,d  after  a cltfso  inspection 
sum  ti°  mak°  good  the  damage  for  a fixed 
rovd’c  erina?er  looked  dubious,  Old- 
bu't  li,q^llfi('at'on«  vvere  unknown  to  him, 
bv  the T//5°!Y,1,t>\and  confidence,  assisted 
action  oh  !-  1 VU,  ,ie  "as  there  ready  for 
Fun’  . air>2d  the  contract. 
lahou^crsUei  Q katch  of  fitters;  joiners,  and 
^ about  the  task  with  a 
m-crv  difficnlf  nnr  energy  that  overcame 
•Hid  skid  in  ’,p  Isplay|rig  such  ingenuity 

men  wonde?  TK  it  le  1,eavy  material  that 
reived  l,;*1-1  "'ll0re,  Gne  so  -Voung  had 
first  T Ie  nianager,  at 

^miration  dou^tfu'’  pnded  in  smiling 

P'cltoyd  lw  i 3re®  f a-Vs  shoi't  of  the  lime 
“s  K and  fn'™8^1  0ver-v  uuuhine  was  in 
SW  i pi  n perfe^  working  order. 

011  u lnreo  fi,,  "'°Ul<?  havo  reflected  orediit 
^-PUtatiin  fnni  FIfc  established  Oldroyd’s 
^fnand  for  1?;  ■m  t,iafc  n,°inent  the 
!u  hot  haste  s(cl  v'c‘es  Brew.  New  works, 
ln  fixi|iR  their  rdtai4fc’  eilKaSe<1  kim  to  assist 
£0rki  heeame  P!QnK8'  Iaa  f«'v’  months  his 
f'achinorv  ft  ',IV°  of  men  and 

•’eld  the  l^i  in  dis  own  judgment, 

^nd.  st?orinlt  I',11  ?f  h'8  nffairs  with  a firm 
°nn6  straight  ahead  while  the  wind 


wag  fair,  caring  little  what  harbour  he  might 
reach.  It  was  enough  to  command,  to  feel 
himself  master  of  his  own  destiny. 

Increasing  orders  compelled  him  to  enlarge 
the  works  and  double  his  staff ; the  office  ex- 
panded into  a well-furnished  room  where  the 
less  youthful  T.arrant,  ever  smooth  and 
silent,  gave  orders  to  a junior.  That  Oldroyd 
was  a great  man,  destined  to  make  himself 
felt  in  the  world,  he  never  doubted  To  be 
jackal  to  such  a lion  satisfied  his  highest 
ambition. 

In  the  midst  of  this  strenuous  phase  a 
trivial  incident,  or  was  it  a winged  messen- 
ger of  Fate;-1  turned  his  thoughts  and  desires 
in  a new  direction.  He  had  heard  of 'the 
Ollershaws  and  Moorwcod  Hall  in  much  tho 
same  way  that  he  heard  of  the  Royal  Family 
and  indsor  Castle.  They  were  great 
people,  sitting  apart  in  proud  seclusion  and, 
it  was  rumoured,  by  no  means  pleased  at  the 
spectacle  of  tall  chimneys  belching  smoke 
within  a few  miles  of  their  ancestral  home, 
particularly  as  it  brought  them  little  profit. 
But  a wide  and  persistent  agitation  was 
afoot  for  an  extension  of  the  franchise.  The 
new  and  wealthy  manufacturing  iLfss  de- 
manded a voice  in  Parliament  which  could 
be  obtained  only  through  the  votes  of  their 
workmen.  Ransley  now  held  thousands  <i* 
them,  and  was  part  of  an  extensive  con- 
stituency winch  Ollershaws,  or  their 
nominees,  had  represented  for  generations. 
It  was  advisable  to  gather  this  new  element 
of  power  into  the  true  political  fo]  1. 

Hence  it  was  that  Oldrovd  received  a 
printed  invitation  to  attend  a meetum  nfc 
.which  Sir  Francis  Ollershaw  was  to  pi  chile, 
anil  Oldroyd,  though  hi5  political  knowledge 
gave  lnm  a distinct  bias  towards  Republi- 
canism, whose  advocates  at  that  period  were 
very  active,  decided,  to  attend  and  hear  wlnt 
the  head  of  the  great  family  had  to  say. 

The  room  engaged  for  the  occasion  was 
used  as  a Church  school  in  the  daytime, 
and  when  Oldroyd  arrived  he  found  the 
place  fairly  full  of  well-dressed  men,  who 
were  gazing  with  mild  expectancy  at  four 
empty  chairs  and  a table  placed  :n  an  im- 
provised platform.  On  tho  table  stood  an 
inverted  glass  and  a jug  full  of  water. 
.Several  minutes  passed  before  a bald- 
headed  individual  emerged  from  a sido 
room  and,  mounting  the  four  steps  placed 
against  the  platform,  assisted  a tall,  thin, 
very  erect  gentleman  to  follow  ; behind  him 
came  a stout  lady,  whose  weight  made  tho 
steps/ creak,  and  seemed  to  diag  in  its 
wake  a vision  of  feminine  loveliness,  whose 
dress  and  grace  of  movement!  enhanced  the 
perfect  beauty  of  her  face,  not  vet  shorn  of 
all  girlish  softness. 

Oldroyd  gazed  at  her  with  tense  interest. 
Her  cool  self-control,  her  air  of  cultured 
refinement  fascinated  and  thrilled  him. 
Re  felt,  for  the  first  tipie  in  his  life, 
common  and  inferior.  It  might  be  due  to 
the  accident  of  birth,  which  had  given  her 
training  and  taste.  None  the  less  she  was 
a splendid  creature. 

He  was  dimly  conscious  that  Sir  Francis 
rose  to  his  full  height  amid  a soft  murmur 
of  applause,  and  began  speaking  in  a voice 
whose  halting  tones  wore  caused  less  by 
embarrassment  than  by  a lack  ot  natural 
fluency.  “They  were  living  in  the  midst 
of  demands  for  change  arising  from  the 
activities  of  — haw  — ill-informed  minds. 
They  must  not  permit  the  tide  of  revolu- 
tionary ideas,  largely  the  outcome  of — haw 
— envy,  to  .shake  the  allegiance  of  their 
constituency  to  those  high  principles  which 
had — er—built  the  Empire.  They  stood 
for  the  preservation  of  the  ramparts  of 

civilisation,  the  pillars  of  society,  of 

haw — religion,  of  law  and  order;'  things 

worthy  of  the  best  efforts  of  the  best — er 

people.”  In  that  manner  ho  spoke  for 
more  than  half-an-hour,  encouraged  fro‘m 
time  to  time  by  gentle  applause,  and 
wound  up  by  saying  that  the  real  purpose 
of  the  meeting  was  to  establish  a political 
club.  Such  an  institution  might  enable 
them  to  check  the  destructive  and  perni- 
cious opinions  which  paid  agitators  were 
spreading  with  a reckless,  disregard  of 
truth  and  national  safety.  He  would  he 
pleased  to  subscribe  £200  towards  such  an 
effort,  and  lend  any  other  support  within 
his  power. 

The  bald-headed  gentleman  led  an  almost 
noisy  round  of  applause,  then  rose  and  said 
he  was  sure  they  all  felt  the  honour  of  Sir 
Francis  and  Lady  Ollershow’s  presence 
there  that  night,  accompanied  bj*  their 
charming  daughter.  Backed  by  such  dis- 
tinguished and  powerful  support  they  might 
face  the  future  with  confidence.  A club 
would  assist  them  in  mnny  ways,  and  ho 
would  be  pleased  to  receive  further  sub- 
scriptions. Tho  response  was  prompt  and 
substantial ; within  ten  minutes  another 
£250  had  been  hooked.  Sir  Francis,  reply- 
ing to  a vote  of  thanks,  declared  that  the 
club  was  ns  good  as  built.  Their  generosity 
was  evidence  of  a healthy  anil  vigorous 
determination  to  hold  their  own. 

With  a bow  that  expressed  his  gratifica- 
tion and  closed  the  meeting,  he  assisted  his 
wife  and  daughter  from  the  platform  and 
followed  them  into  the  ante-room,  from 
which  they  emerged  again  in  a few  minutes 


to  pass  through  the  room  to  the  only  exit. 
Oldroyd,  moved  by  a sudden  impulse,  rose 
with  the  audience  and  pushed  his  way  to 
the  front.  Lady  Ollersluiw  leaned  on  her 
lord’s  arm,  looking  ponderously  dignified ; 
their  daughter  stepped  behind,  smiling 
graciously  at  the  crowd  until  she  caught 
sight  of  Oldroyd’s  face.  Something  in  it, 
hard,  masterful,  admiring,  and  nggressive, 
jarred  on  her.  Her  smile  vanished : her 
glance,  which  he  tried  to  hold  with  his 
own  intense  stare,  swept  over  him  in  quiet 
scorn,  then  passed  on — a swift  and  perfect 
snub. 

He  followed  her  into  the  open-air.  watched 
her  disappear  into  a waiting  carriage  which 
drove  away  leaving  him  furious  and  help- 
less. Pie  felt  that  lie  would  give  half  he 
possessed  to  meet  her  again — on  level  terms. 
The  desire  sent  him  home  nursing  a new 
ambition.  He  was  not  yet  thirty  years  old,4 
but  ho  had  made  six  thousand  pounds  and 
owned  a valuable  business.  Could  the 
Ollershaws  have  done  it?  Any  of  them? 
He  doubted  it.  Yet  they  stood  aloof,  en- 
trenched in  caste,  in  pride,  in  prejudice,  in 
tradition  ; thick  walls  of  a castle  round  which 
lie  might  prowl  with  little  hope  of  entry. 

He  rose  at  dawn  after  a sleepless  night, 
the  first  in  many  years,  and  leaving  his 
apartments  walked  through  the  streets 
towards  tho  mccrs  beyond  the  town. 
Climbing  the  long  incline,  he  paused  at  the 
top  to  look  hack.  Ransley  Jay  beneath  him, 
every  outline  and  feature  distinct.  Most 
of  the  old  village  remained  hemmed  in  by 
a mass  of  new  structures  which  spread  out- 
wards in  erratic  shapes.  In  tho  distance 
stood  Moorvood  Hall.  She  was  there,  un- 
disturbed by  any  such  doubts  as  troubled 
him  lie  thought'grimly.  He  glanced  hack  at 
the  town.  Rows  of  partlv-huilt  cottages 
were  thrusting  their  way  into  green  fields, 
making  fortunes  for  speculative  builders. 
Some  three-quarters-of-a-mila  nearer  rose  a 
broad  strip  of  land  parallel  wh.li  the  moor, 
its  level  surface  twenty  feet  above  the  plain. 
Some  day  that,  too,  would  he  submerged  by 
the  tide  of  bricks  and  mortar. 

Motionless  as  a statue,  but  with  every 
faculty  alert,  lie  contemplated  the  islnnd- 
liko  plot  for  more  than  half-an-hour.  That 
the  surface  was  firm  and  dry  lie  knew  What 
impressed  him  now  was  the  fact  that  the 
main  .road  skirted  its  base  on  the  far  side. 
Slowly,  -and  in  such  deep  thought  that  he 
was  hardly  conscious  of  movement,  lie  made 
his  way  back  to  the  town,  whose  daily 
activity  was  now  in  full  swing,  find,  entering 
the  local  bank,  had  a long  interview  .with  the 
manager. 

A month  later  it  became  evident  that  a 
large  building  scheme  was  being  started  on 
the  plateau.  Stalwart  navvies  dug  deep 
ditches  and  shallow  foundations  from  which 
row  after  row  of  houses  rose  at  an  amazing 
speed,  all  radiating  from  a central  space 
which  remained  untouched.  Working  people 


that  kept  him  at  his  desk  long  after  mid- 
night. It  appeared  in  the  next  edition 
heralded  by  large  type  and  occupying  a full 
page. 

RANSLEY’S  GOOD  FORTUNE. 

Houses  for  the  Workers. 

Leading  Citizen’s  Great  Scheme. 

Beneath  those  inky  banners  marched  an 
army  of  facto  marshalled  by  an  experienced 
pen.  William  Oldroyd,  their  talented  and 
successful  townsman,  had  tnkt.n  upon  him- 
self the  solving  of  an  acute  local  problem, 
the  housing  pf  the  people.  It  was  Jie  who 
had  purchased  the  Park  Hill  Estate.  It  was 
his  design  that  had  covered  it  with  well- 
built,  roomy,  sanitary  dwellings  whoso 
streets  led  to  a Central  Park,  to  he  pre- 
sented to  the  town  and  remain  an  open  space 
for  all  timo.  Thanks  to  Mr,  Oldroyd's  busi- 
ness ability  and  the  economy  gained  in 
building  on  a large  scale,  the  splendid 
habitations  would  he  let  at  a rent  n.ot  ex- 
ceeding that  paid  for  the  rickety  tenements 
that  werer  unfortunately,  far  too  numerous 
in  the  district,  and  so  cn,  and  so  forth,  with 
Oldroyd,  Oldrovd,  Oldroyd,  ringing  through 
the  article  in  a constant  refrain.  The  news 
swept  through  Ransley  like  a gust  of  wind. 
The  agent’s  office  was  besieged,  and  every 
completed  house  taken  within  six  hours,  while 
the  list  of  applicants  fc-r  future  tenancies 
exceeded  the  capacity  of  the  estate.  Jerry 
buildlers  cursed  Oldroyd,  and  tenants 
blessed  him.  He  was  at  once  the  most 
hated  and  the  most  popular  person  in  the 
public  eye.  A hnndred-nnd-fifty  tenants 
gave  their  notices  in  that  week,  and  on  flic 
Saturday  following,  there  began  an  exodus 
from  Ransley  which  did  not  cease  until  the 
last  house  on  the  new  territory  was-finished 
and  occupied.  When  it  ended,  Oldroyd 
wrote  a modest  letter  to  the  “ Herald  ” 
saying  he  was  taking  necessary  steps  to 
make  the  vacant  central  plot  into  a public 
park.  Also  that  the  large  building  nearing 
completion  at  the  corner  of  it  was  intended 
for  a public  free  library,  where  five  hundred 
volumes  would  be  placed  as  a nucleus,  while 
a large  room  on  the  second  floor  would  be 
available  for  lectures  . of  an  educational 
character.  But  he  did  not  mention  that  the 
estate,,  once  free  from  mrrtgages,  would 
show  a profit  of  fifteen  hundred  a year,  and 
placed  him  in  the  important  position  of 
being  the_  largest  property  owner  in  the 
town.  No  other  step  he  could  have  taken 
would  have  lifted  his  status  so  much  nearer 
to  that  of  tlie — haughty  young  woman  at 
Mconvooil  Hall.  Would  it  move  her  a little 
to  learn  that  he  was  now  a person  who  would 
have  to  be  reckoned  with? 

A knock  at  the  office  door  disturbed  liis 
meditation,  and  Tarrant,  now  a neatlv 
dressed  young  man  of  dapper  build  anil 
smooth,  unobtrusive  manner,  stepped  into 
thej-oom  as  lightly  as  a cat. 

“A  lady  to  see  you,  sir,”  he  announced. 

For  a moment,  Oldroyd's  mind  hovering 
round  the  one  woman  he  took  an  interest 
in,  grasped  at  the  possibility  of  her  pre- 
sence, then  brushed  it  aside.  “ Who  is 
she?  What  does  she  want?”  he  asked. 

” I don’t  know,  sir,”  Tarrant  answered. 
“ Says  it's  private  business,  and  refused 
her  name.  An  oldish  person,  sir;  rather 
poor,  I think.  She  has  a little  girl  with 
her.”  • 

“ Cadging,”  Oldroyd  commented  cyni- 
cally. “Send  her  in.” 

Tarrant  disappeared  for  a few  seconds, 
then  ushered  in  the  very  last  person  Old- 
royd expected,  or  desired  to  see — Mrs. 
Struthers.  The  door  closed  softly  behind 
her  as  she  came  forward  limping  with 
rheumatism.  Her  face  was  a little  moie 


As  Oldroyd  gazed  at  Sir  Francis  and  In's  daughter,  he  felt,  for  the  first  lime,  common 
and  inferior. 


wondered  where  the  tenants  were  coining 
from  ; they  could  not  afford  such  dwellings, 
it  was  difficult  enough  at  times  to  pay  tlie 
rent  demanded  for  the  jerry-lniilt  hovels  in 
which  they  lived.  They  concluded  that  some 
reckless  or  badly-informed  speculator  was 
about  to  burn  his  fingers  rather  badly,  an 
opinion  apparently  supported  by  the  fact 
that  liis  idontity  remained  a mystery  even 
to  those  engaged  in  the  work. 

Waiting  until  the  first  rows  of  houses  were 
almost  ready,  Oldroyd  sent  for  the  editor  of 
the  “ Ransley  Herald,”  a weekly  paper  de- 
voted to  local  events  and  local  people.  The 
purveyor  of  news  retired  from  the  interview 
wearing  an  orpansive  smile,  outward  and 
visible  evidence  of  a journalistic  “ scoop,” 


wrinkled  and  her  stoop  more  pronounced, 
hut  her  eyes  had  lost  nothing  of  their 
aggressive  brightness.  Somewhere  in  that 
spare  figure  dwelt  a spirit  not  easily  sub- 
dued. Holding  her  right  hand  was  a girl 
about  six  years  old.  Oldrovd^  noted,  with 
a sudden  uneasy  stir,  that  they  were  both 
dressed  in  cheap  mourning. 

“ Sit  down,”  he  commanded,  ii is  tone 
cold  with  disapproval.  She  obeyed,  meet- 
ing his  angry  gaze  without  flinching.  “ it 
was  distinctly  understood  that  you  were 
not  to  come  here,”  lie  continued.  ” You 
have  broken  your  promise.” 


[Continued  on  page  ten.] 
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MODERN  INDUSTRY  AND 
ITS  COST. 

Twelve  vears  ago,  on  the  eve  of  the  Co-operative 
Congress  at’ Plymouth,  a mining  disaster  occurred  at 
Whitehaven. 

This  week,  while  their  delegates  were  representing 
them  at  the  Trade  Unions  Congress  at  Southport, 
nearly  forty  miners,  following  their  daily  toil,  were 
entombed  in  a Whitehaven  mine  by  an  explosion  not 
yet  accounted  for,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  twenty- 
four  have  been  brought  up  lifeless? 

These  things  bring  home  to  the  workers  the  perils 
tliat  still  lurk  in  the  mine  notwithstanding  all  the  pre- 
cautions that  have  been  ordained  to  make  the  mine  safe 
for  the  miner. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  this  week’s  disaster 
cannot  be  authoritatively  stated  at  the  time  of  writing  ; 
but  it  is  greatly  feared  that  the  men  still  regarded  as 
entombed  will  not  come  out  alive.  The  rescue  parlies 
arc  ceaselessly  at  work,  nevertheless,  and  once 
again  tire  nation  has  to  pay  tribute  to  the  heroism  of 
the  miners  who  have  taken  their  own  lives  in  their 
hands  in  attempts  to  save  the  lives  of  comrades. 

Whitehaven  is  a co-operative  centre.  Inquiries  show 
that  of  the  men  entombed  most  were  members  of  the 
Cleator  Moor  Society..  To  the  relatives  of  the  deceased 
our  deepest  sympathy  is  tendered ; but  our  sympathy 
goes  out  in  no  less  measure  to  all  those  who  have 
suffered,  whether  they  are  members  of  our  great 
movement  or  not. 

The  knowledge  that  death  haunts  the  pit  so  per- 
sistently has  inspired  most  of  what  has  been  written 
in  the  "News'”  on  behalf  of  the  miners  when  they 
have  been  engaged  in  a struggle  for  humane  conditions 
of  employment.  The  whole  nation  will  sympathise 
with  those  to  whom  sorrow  comes  in  the  hurried 
fashion  of  this  week;  hut  it  shows  less  disposition  to 
sympathise  with  the  miners  to  whom  misery  conics  in 
the  slower  processes  of  underpayment  or  unemploy- 
ment. Why  if  should  he  so  we  cannot  understand. 
We  hear  a representative  of  the  salariate  raging 
because  miners  will  demand  a shorter  working  weelcy 
or  better  pav.  W e ask  : 11  Would  you  do  the  miner  s 
work  for  £io  a week?”1  And  the  answer  is:  "I’m 
different,  they’re  used  to  it.” 

That  is  the  refuge  of  all  who  tolerate  the  sgcial  evils 
of  the  day.  There  is  no  need  to  abolish  slums  because 
the  people  .who  live  in  them  are  used  to  slums  and  would 
not  be  happy  anywhere  else.  There  is  no  need- to 
shorten  the  hours  of  labour  because  the  workers  arc 
used  to  the  hours  they  have  and  would  not  use  their 
added  leisure  time  wisely.  There  is  no  need  to  give 
higher  education  to  the  children  of  working  people 
because  they  are  used  to  what  they  get  now  and  more 
would  make  them  dissatisfied  with  work.  There  is 
no  need  to  pay  the  miner  better,  for  he  is  used  to  his 
present  conditions.  A spark  may  bury  him,  and  forty 
or  a hundred  of  his  mates,  as  they  work  bel^w  the  sea 
a couple  of  miles  out  from  the  shore  at  Whitehaven. 
Poisonous  gas  may  stifle  him  and  them.  The  roof  may 
fall  in.  But  the  miner  is  used  to  the  shadow  of  death 
at  his  heels. 

The  Trade  Unions  Congress  this  week  passed  a 
resolution  dealing  with  International  La  hour  Legisla- 
tion. If  there  is  any  case  whatever  for  labour  legisla- 
tion on  international  lines  surely  it  should  apply  to 
wages  and  conditions  of  employment  of  those  engaged 
in  hazardous  occupations.  The  law-  of  competition 
enables  the  mine-owners  in  the  various  countries  to 
play  the  miners  in  one  country' off  against  the  miners 
in  another.  The  British  miner  must  accept  low’  wages 
lest  the  French  or  German  miners  capture  the  British 
•coal  export  trade;  and  the  French  and  German  and 
.American  miners  are  compelled  to  accept  low  standards 
"lest  their  British  comrades  accept  wages  that  will 
enable  British  coal  to  hold  the  foreign  market. 

Higher  wages  would  not  have  averted  the  White- 
haven disaster.  To  he  more  correct  perhaps  we  ought 
to  say  that  possibly  they  would  not.  But  we  do  know’ 
that  the  wages  of  the  miner  arc  not  commensurate  with 
the  nature  of  the  work  the  miner. has  to  do  or  with  the 
risks  to  which  lie  is  always  exposed;  and  we  know 
also  that  it  is  competition  for  profits  from  coal  that 
keeps  the  miner  from  being  adequately  paid  for  his 
work  and  compensated  for  his  risk. 

We  do  not  expect  that  the  Whitehaven  disaster  wall 
impress  this  lesson  upon  those  who  defend  the  com- 
petitive system.  A great  war,  involving  the  loss  of 
millions  of  lives,  has  not  done  it.  In  industries  less 
disagreeable  and  less  hazardous  we  are  having 
evidence  from  day  to  day  of  the  disastrous  effects  of 
competition.  Only  this  week  Sir  Charles  Macara,  one 
of  the  greatest  authorities  engaged  in  the  cotton  in- 
dustry, has  been  showing  the  folly  of  unrestricted 
competition  in  the  cotton  trade.  While  the  General 
Committee  of  the  Federation  of  Master  Colton 
Spinners’  Associations  has  taken  up  the  question  of 


organising  a scheme  for  regulating  supply  according  i 
demand  in  order  to  meet  the  present  conditions  jr,  t^° 
industry,  Sir  Charles  Macara  openly  advocates  ty6 
revival  of  the  war-time  Cotton  Control  Board  r 
r£)gulate  the  industry.  0 

Until  competition  for  profit  gives  place  to  co-oncra 
tion  for  public  service  we  shall  continue  to  have  ii1(y,, 
tries  that  cannot  pay  the  wages  requisite  to  give  a 
worker  a decent  standard  of  living,  and  we  shall  |lave 
workers  exposed  to  risks  in  the  mines,  on  the  railways0 
at  sea,  and  in  a number  of  industries  that  the  ih.'.l 
of  the  age  call  for. 

We  are  sorry  to  appear  to  write  in  a strain  that  may 
intrude  upon  the  mourning  which  the  Whitehaven 
disaster  has  caused  ; hut  poverty,  injury,  sickness,'  and 
sudden  death  are  inseparable  from  the  prevailing 
system  of  modern  industry,  and  before  the  risk  of  these 
sufferings  can  be  reduced  to  a minimum  the  svstVm 
will  have  to  be  altered. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

MORE  MINISTERIAL  CONFABS. 

The  question  of  international  finance  is  likely  to  be  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion  at  another  “ conference  ” later  in  the  autumn. 
We  believe  it  will  be  discussed  at  more  than  one  conference,  but 
these  conferences  wall  require  a different  atmosphere  and  a 
different  personnel  before  a satisfactory  conclusion  is  reached. 
Reparations  and  debt  are  matters  which  affect  the  United  States 
as  well  as  the  European  Allies,  and  the  sooner  America  comes 
down  to  a realisation  of  that  fact  the  better.  For  the  present 
Germany  is  to  have  a short  breathing-time,  but  the  decision  of 
the  Reparations  Commission  to  accept  Germany’s  bond,  which 
can  easily  be  given,  instead  of  Germany's  cash,  which  cannot  be 
obtained,  does  not  settle  the  main  question.  In  the  same  way, 
the  inter-allied  debts  question  is  not.  brought  nearer  a settlement 
by  Poincard’s  comments  on  the  Balfour  Note,  which  go  far  to 
create  unpleasant  feelings.  America  entered  the  war  and  was 
a party  to  4he  supposed  settlement,  and  it  should  be  her 
business  to  take  her  part  in  clearing  up  the  mess  that 
remains.  She  is  suffering  from  the  disorder  that  prevails,  and 
from  purely  selfish  motives  she  ought  to  help  to  straighten  out 
tho  tangle. 

RURAL  INDUSTRY. 

The  latest  effort  to  brighten  the  countryside— the 
formation  of  a Rural  Industries  Intelligence  Bureau— is  the 
subject  of  a special  article  printed  elsewhere.  The  details  of 
the  scheme- should  be  of  peculiar»interest  to  co-cpcrators.  not 
only  because,  in  many’  instances,  they  are  rural  dwellers 
themselves,  but  also  because,  whether  they  live  in  the  town 
or  the  country,  they  are  associated  with  a movement  which 
has  consistently  supported  all  attempts  to  brighten  the  lives 
of  the  workers,  and  has  done  a good  deal  of  spade  work  in 
that  direction  itself.  The  co-operative  movement,  as  repre- . 
sented  by  tho  Co-operative  Union,  is  not  associated  with  tho 
scheme,  and  so  far  as  we  know  it  has  not  been  asked.  That, 
it  seems  to  us,  is  an  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  organisers. 
The  flew  movement  for  adding  sunshine  to  the  life  of  rural 
workers  may,  conceivably, -overlap  with  file  iurlustiral  co- 
operative movement  in  some  places,  and  that,  in  the  long 
run,  will  not  be  an  advantage.  It"  is  true  there  are  indivi- 
duals connected  with  the  scheme  whose  names  are  well 
known  in  our  movement,  and  failing  direct  represen ta lien  or 
an  .understanding  with  the  Co-operative  Union,  we  may  take 
it  for  granted  that  they  will  do  what  they  tan  to  prevent 
the  interests  of  the  rural  workers,  from  falling  between  two 
stools. 

EUROPE'S  NEY/  WAR. 

While  the  chief  belligerents  of  the  great  war  arc  still  struggling 
with  the  burdens' that -the  war  left  them,  two  of  the  other  .belli- 
gerents are  again  actually  at  war.  Turkey  and  Greece  seem  to 
be  eternally  on  the  brink.  We  can  have  no  sympathy  with  tho 
methods  which  have  characterised  Turkish  rule,  but  we  can  bavo 
no  sympathy  with  the  land  hunger  that  seems  to  have  directed 
Greek  policy  during  the  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  armis- 
tice. Greece  would  almost  seem  to  have  been  driven  mad  with 
dreams  of  empire,  and,  unfortunately,  they  have  been  encouraged' 
in  their  dreams  by  some  of  the  Great  Powers.  The  Turks,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  also  been  encouraged  by  the  differences  in 
policy  between  the  Allies.  We  are  back  to  pre-war  days,  when 
the  whole  Balkan  area  was  like  a volcano  threatening  eruption. 
That  constant  menace  * to  European  peace  was  highly 
discreditable  to  the  diplomacy  of  the  Great  Powers,  but  it  ^ 
more  discreditable  than  ever  that  war  should  break  out  nearly 
four  years  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  to  end  war. 

A JOB  FOR  THE  LEAGUE. 

We  have  less  hope  in  the  new  conference  projected  by  M- 
Poinoard  than  we  have  in  the  Assembly  of  tlie  League  of 
Nations  which  met  this  week  at  Geneva.  It  is  the  third 
Assembly,  and  there  is  every  indication  that  it  is  likely  10 
be  the  most  important.  It  will  discuds,  among  other  thing’i 
the  report  of  the  Mixed  Commission  cn  Armament-. 
nations  represented  in  the  League  profess  to  want  to  5*  'P 
war.  Well,  we  do  not  pretend  to  be  excessively  bimu.v. 
but  we  do  confess  to  some  surprise  when  Europe's  statesmen 
say  they  do  not  know  how  to  stop  this  evil.  People  miiaO’ 
make  anything  without  materials— that  is  the  prerog.iti'  - ^ 
the  Creator — and  they  cannot  make  war  without  110 
materials  of  war.  The  nations  could,  if  they  would.  U“P 
producing  the  materials  of  war — the/ ships,  gun-,  .shell-.  It 
and  planes.  It  is  for  the  people  to  see  that  ibis  ncfnri"^ 
business  is  stopped.  Edison  has  been  describing  tho  |C' 
war  to  an  interviewer.  Twenty  aeroplanes  flying 
London,  spraying  pois<^  gas,  could  suffocate  the  "h  v 
I/ondon's  millions  in  three  hours.  Three  hours  "o11 
destroy  every  being  in  London.  That  is- wlmt  war  •>  1 
ing  to.  If  the  world  and  its  rulers  be  not  gone  am'l-  l^lg 
League  will  have  to  -put  an  end,  once  and  for  all,  t;) 
horrible  preparation  for  war. 


tfasMon 


ZfAe 


Supplement - 

of  the 


Cooperative  Afews 


THE  NEW  IDEAS  OF  DAME 
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WONDER  CREATIONS  AT  THE  C.W.S.  DRAPERY  SHOW. 


WHAT  TO  WEAR  THIS  AUTUMN. 


BY  OUR  OWN  WOMAN  REPRESENTATIVE 

(With  Sketches  by  Our  Own  Artist )t 


Sober  of  hue.  Mils  dull  yellow 
velour  hat,  trimmed  with  bills 
corded  ribbon  mid  black  crinoid 
or  “ galalilh  " frills,  is  quite  up- 
to-date. 


Somf.  people  think  that  women  pay  'far 
too  much  attention  to  qjothes.  Perhaps 
some  do.  Certain  it  is.  that  far  too  many 
do  concern  themselves  with  the  changing 
of  clothes  rather  than  with  the  kind  they 
wear.  Nice  clothes  are  really  important, 
and  if  a little  more  thought  were  given  by 
women  to  the  right  kind  of  clothes,  and  as 
to  how  and  where  they  are  made,  there 
would  be  a happier  world.  Suitability  of 
dress  is  the  real  art  of  being  well  dressed  : 
it  is  nothing  but  sheer  vulgarity  to  wear 
clothes  with  the  idea  of  being  admired. 

But  there,  one  is  not  expected  to  preach 
a sermon  on  the  morals  of  dress,  but  to 
write  a description  of  the  common  fashions 
in  connection  with  our  C.W.S. 

Luckily,  women  co-operators  are  not 
slaves  to  the  goddess  a la  mode,  being 
brought  too  much  up  against  the  realities 
of  life  to  be  satisfied  with  its  trivialities. 
But  even  they  like  nice  clothes,  and  it  is 
right  they  should  have  them. 

And  now,  when  there  is  a new  feel  in 
the  air,  a faint  stirring  of  the  atmosphere 
promising  new  things  to  come,  the  sug- 
gestion that  autumn  is  approaching  and 
that  winter  will  come,  one’s  thoughts 
naturally  turn  to  newer  and  warmer 
clothing,  for  which  we  can  get  the  best 
lead  and  inspiration  from  our  C.W.S.  For 
this  we  ought  to  bless  our  Federation, 
because  we  know  that  when  co-operative 
production  comes  in  the  exploitation  of 
women  in  the  matter  of  fashions  goes  out. 
In  the  ordinary  world  of  fashion  it ' is 
terrible  to  think  of  the  miserable  lives 
women  lead  in  order  to  create  fashionable 
clothes  which  they,  the  workers,  never 
hope  to  wear.  It  is  not  so  in  the  co-opera- 
tive world  of  fashion. 

But  to  the  show.  As  our  sketches  indi- 
cate, there  are  no  very  great  fashion 
changes  this  autumn,  except  in  detail,  and 
better  still,  all  the  exaggerations  of  the 
summer-time  are  gone.  The  exaggerated 
waist  and  sleeve  have  given  place  to  some- 
thing more  normal,  and  everything  tends 
to  what  one  can  describe  as  easy  dress. 
Skirts  are  also  moderate  in  length,  in  fact, 
any  length  and  any  width,  but  always 
straight.  Once  again  the  favourite  colours 
for  the  season  are  borrowed  from  these 
harmonious  tints  with  which  Nature  makes 
the  countryside  so  lovely  at  this  time  of 
the  year — those  ljieh  colours  which  make 
the  autumn  leaves  so  beautiful  to  behold. 

This  autumn  will  he  a wrap  season. 
Here  again  will  he  seen  certain  modifica- 


tions of  the  summer’s 
excessive  looseness,  a 
fit  being  "obtained 
round  the  hips.  Fur 
will  be  used  on  all 
the  collars,  and  the 
sleeves  will  continue 
to  be  large.  Some  of 
the  collars  on  wraps, 
suit  coats,  and  on  the 
coat  frocks  will  he 
suffocatingly  hot,  but 
will  these  become 
general  wear? 

As  for  the  tailor- 
made  costumes,  there 
is  an  infinite  variety, 
including  short  and 
long  coats,  trimmed 
and  untriinmed  coats, 
belted  coats,  and  coats 
-the  waists  of  which 
are  encircled  with 
girdles  of  fine  metal 
known  as  “ galnlith.” 

Velvet;  duvetyn,  and 
gabardine  are  the 
materials  iLsed,  and 
while  the  costumes 
go  untriinmed,  the^ 
coat  frocks  are  de- 
corated either  with 
silk  braid  or  with 
embroidery. 

But  the  scouts  of  ~ 
fashion  are  the  milli- 
ners. They  proclaim 
tHie  colours,  and 
the  autumn  models 
at  our  C.W.S.  were 
conceived  in  panne 
a n d moire  velvet, 
duvetyn  or  halters’ 
plush,  in  black,  russet 
or  Havana  brown, 
fu  chia,  and  peacock 
blue  shadete.  Made 
birds  and  narrow 
tinselled  picoted 
ribbon  are  among  the  new  trimmings,  and 
flowers  in  beautifully  coloured  silk,  satin, 
and  velvet  hold  their  own  for  millinerial 
decorations.  The  rolled  brims  of  moire 
velvet  with  a graceful  sweep  of  a feather 
(even  the  torque)  for  trimming  will  be  sure 
to  stand  out  as  one  of  the  attractions  of 
the  coming  season,  while  for  real  popu- 
larity there  will  bo  nothing  to  beat  the 
velour  bat,  trimmed  and  untrimmed, 


Varied  and  beautiful  are  Hie  coat  wraps  lo 
be  worn  this  autumn.  Hern  is  one  of  velours 
cloth,  with  chenille  embroidery  to  tone.  The 
collar  and  cuff:-  are  of  beaver  coney. 


which  is  quite  cheap 
to-day  compared  with 
the  price  of  former 
years. 

It  is  the  millinery 
this  autumn  that  is 
bright,  even  fantas- 
tic, gay  and  green 
parrots  being  intro- 
duced. The  quill  re- 
places the  feather, 
and  if  flecked  with 
gold  or  silver  paint 
is  most  smart. 

Reviewing  the  new 
jumper  blouses,  it  is 
noticeable  that  while 
all  the  pretty  pale 
pastel  tints  are  in 
vogue,  the  ivor  y 
white  sillc  blouses  are 
coming  into  favour 
again.  Stencilling  is 
one  of  the  new  fea- 
tures on  the  latest. 
Then,  tremendously 
in  vogue  is  the  fur 
neckpiece  made  from 
the  real  fox-skin. 
Some  of  these  cheaper 
shoulder  wraps  seem 
to  carry  all  before 
them,  and  there  is 
certainly  something 
very  chic  .about  the 
way  they  drape  the 
wearer  ’ s shoulders, 
looking  particularly 
effective  with  a tailor- 
m a d e costume.  A 
cross  fox-skin  - with 
brown  is  very  appro- 
priate. 

Gloves,  too,  are  most 
interesting:  gauntlet 
cuffs,  plain  and  do- 
c-orated,  in  knitted 
wool,  uappa,  or  dee- 
skin,  with  the.  cow- 
boy fringe,  arresting  attention. 

Really,  one  glories  in  the  fact  that'  co- 
operative women  to-dav  are  so  nctfffatomed 
to  associate  our  C'.W.S.  with  all  that  is 
excellent  in  the  realms  of  shirts  and  blouses 
that  one  would  not  have  them  forget 
the  many  other  missions  the  Federation 
performs.  Perfection  has  been  attained  in 
underclothing.  A few  years  ago  one’s 
underwear  was  a task  not  lightly  under- 


taken by  an  amateur  needle-woman  at 
home.  The  making  of  a night-dress,  with 
its  delicate  tucks  arranged  with  almost 
mathematical  precision,  with  the  frilb 
gathered  and  stroked,  was  something  to  be 
dreaded,  not  forgetting  the  yoked  and 
gored  affair  of  the  petticoat.  Now,  straight 
strips  o-f  material,  ribbon,  elastic,  ar.d  a 
little  embroidery  make  the  daintiest  under- 
clothing, causing  it  to  come  within  the 
reach  of  all  when  the  manufacture  is 
undertaken  by  co-operators. 

For  the  autumn  the  most  popular  linos 
in  hosiery  are  the  broad  ribbed,  all-wool, 
cashmere  stockings  made  by  the  C.W.S.  at 
Huthwaite.  These  can  be  had  in  black  and 
in  all  the  leading  shades  in  greys  and 
browns,  &c.  These  ribbed  hose  have  come 
to  stay,  and  always  look  well.  Of  course, 
the  plain  cashmere  hose  command  a ready 
sale  at  all  times,  and  in  these  the  Hosiery 
Department  at  Balloon-street  hold  a well- 
assorted  stock.  But  it  appears  that  no 
matter  what  the  weather  niay  be  there  is 
always  a demand  for  the  artificial  and  pure 
silk  stockings  : and  here  again  buyers  can 
find  a large  variety  in  both  plain  and 
ribbed.  For  the  children,  too,  in  socks  and 
three-quarter  hose  there  is  'an  infinite 
variety,  and  no  one  need  go  past  the 
C.W.S.  to  find  what  is  required.  Tn  the 
men’s  section  there  is  also  a very  good 
selection  of  fancy  cashmere  half-hose,  and 
these,  together  with  the  plain  taskmera 
now  made  in  all  shades,  and  the  regular 
standard  lines  in  heather  and  Lovat  ribs, 
should  convince  every  buyer  that  the 
Wholesale  is  in  a position  to  cater  for  all 
their  requirements  in  this  direction. 
Although  the  demand  for  boys'  hlac-k 
worsted  ribbed  stockings  is  uot  so  large 
as  it  was,  there  is  still  in  most  districts  n 
considerable  quantity  worn,  and  for  good 
hard  wear  no  better  class  of  stockings  can 
be  bought. 

What  are  the  best  sellers  in  the  Dress 
Material  Departments?  Velours  cloths 
and  shantungs  is  the  answer.  There  is 
no  vogue  for  tweeds  or  blauket  cloths  this 
season.  If  you  want  to  be  in  the  fashion 
you  will  have  a velours  coat.  And  what 
could  be  .nicer  than  a dark  grey  cloth  with' 
a pretty  Wedgwood  blue  stripe  running 
through ; or,  should  you  prefer,  a dark 
brown  with  a yellow  silk  pin  stripe.  These 
two  novelties  are  made  at  the  C.W.S. 
Diggle  mills,  and  are  two  of  the  best  .sellers 
tliis  autumn,  so  far  as  coat  materials  are 
concerned.  • 
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GRACEFUL  AND  NECESSARY  “LITTLE  THINGS"  FOR  AUTUMN  WEAR. 

\ What  volumes  could  be  written  concerning  nil  those  small  importances  Unit  make  or  mar  a tires*  or  costume.  It  is  always  llio 
’ details  that  count.  6oon  above  and  sketched  ut  the  C.W.S.  Show,  n " golalith  " girdle,  a silk  and  wool  sort,  o champagne  cloUi  vest 
with  black  silk  stitching  ond  black  braid,  Japanese  silk  and  " Unitas  **  handkerchief*,  an  embroider'*!  collar,  and  a patent  leather  belt. 
I The  new  waist  lines  demand  balls  and  girdles.  In  all  these  details  it  is  always  much  better  to  follow  ttio  lines  and  ootours  worn. 


Another  variation  of  tho 
preaent-day  taffeta  allot 

shimmering  silk  under 

skirt. 


Supplement  to  the  “ Co-operative  News.1" 


C.W.S.  SPECIAL  SHOW 
of  AUTUMN  FASHIONS 


A contrast  on  its  elstcr 
" cam  ” (shown  opposite) 

1 is  this  dainty  creation, 
made  to  wear  witli  the  jumper  blouse.  Both  ore 
quite  reasonable  lines,  and  were  displayed  at  this 
Autumn's  Show. 

NO  West  End  firm  can  beat  the 
C.W.S.  for*”  stocking  the  newest 
and  the  best.  For  instance,  we 
were  shown  a gaberdine  witli  a 
velours  back,  while  a velours  doth,  with  a_ 
broehe  pattern,  was  most  arresting.  Quiet 
delicate  shade.',  in  mole  and  beaver,  pre- 
dominated. The  gaberdines  and  whipcords 
come  from  the  Bradford  mill,  while  from 
Buckfastleigh,  in  Devon,  our  C.W.S.  now 
turn  out  most  useful  serges  suitable  for 
dresses  or  the  girl’s  gym  ” costumes. 


THE  NEW  WRAPS. 

Wraps  this  season  have  features 
peculiarly  their  own,  one  of  which 
is  looseness  of  fit  about  the  hips, 
wnilo  the  coliars  are  emphasised 
with  suggestions  of  fur,  the  prin- 
ciple of  which  ceems  to  be  matching 
the  colour  of  the  coat.  The  sleeves 
of  the  wraps  are  large,  some  being 
quit6  normal  for  the  upper  part, 
finishing  at  the  wrist  with  a wide 
flare  suggesting  a trumpet  shape. 
Sometimes  this  is  emphasised  again 
on  one  side  by  a kind  of  lip  b-ing 
made.  For  all  Gther  decorations, 
seams  and  stitching  arc  relied  upon. 
In  Havana  velours,  cloth  and  fur  to 
match,  these  new  wraps  are  in 
keeping  with  the  autumn  season. 


Tli 'i  double-br-aded  reolcr 
cent  uf  1 liss  dear  little  continue 
will  app.nl  to  your  girlie. 
Prices  vary,  according  to 
material  and  size  cbos.  ii,  from 
under  £2  upwards. 


The  Shantung  from-  our  own  depot  in 
Japan  is  a prime  favourite,  and  so  very 
reasonable  in  price.  Then  crepe-de-cliine 
is  still  popular,  but  georgette  and  the  more 
expensive  silks  are  out  of  the  running  at 
the  moment.  The  Jap  silks,  of  course, 
need  no  booming.  Obtainable  in  a wide 
range  of  colours  they  are  always  in  demand 
for  blouses  and  lingerie. 

Having  purchased  the  material  for 
costume  and  a blouse,  linings  are  necessary, 
and  bore  again  ouu  C.W.S.  comes  to  the 
rescue  with  a marvellous  display  of  sateen 
linings  made  at  the  Bury  mill.  There  are 
over  one  hundred  shades  to  choose  from 
and  obtainable  in  many  qualities:  no  one 


THE  NEWEST 
AND  LATEST. 

When  you  come  to  the  end 
or  a Perfect  Dnv — n comfy  and 
pretty  C.W.S.  nun's  veiling  or 
voile  nightgown,  the  skirts  of 
which  arc  a*  demure  os  the 
bodices.  White  sill;  motifs 
and  lace  decorate  the  bodice--, 
a ribbon  tie  making  an  effec- 
tive finish  on  two  of  the  gar- 
ments. These  garments  are 
the  very  newest  and  late,r 
turned  out  from  the  Broughton 
factory.  When  . ordering, 
please  quote  nightdress  No. 
3,101'  (on  the  right),  night- 
dress N'o.  3.101x  (on  the  leli), 
and  nightdress  No.  3,100  (in 
the  een tie). 


can  possibly  be  .dissatisfied.  And  .then,  by 
way  of  completing  the  outfit,  the  Itadcliffe 
mill  comes  in  witli  its  check  aprons. 

Wlujt  a pleasure  it  would  be  to  devote 
a whole  Supplement  to  the  young  people, 
who  are  so  well  catered  for  by  our  C.W.S— 
and  by  Those  who  understand  the  children’s 
needs  and  tastes.  Style,  beauty  of'colour- 
ing.  and  the  demands  of  health  arc  all  con- 
sidered in  the  goods  alluringly  displayed. 

To  begin  with  the  baby — from  the  first 
long  robe  to  the  dress  of  the  child  leaving 
babyhood  for  childhood — there  are  many 
dainty  and  effective  garments.  One-charm- 
ing outfit  in  a soft  blue  and  white  had 
white  coat  of  brushed  fleecy  wool  with  blue 
trimmings,  hat  and  boots  to  match,  a white 
basket  fitted  with  blue  and  white  brush 
and  comb,  powder  puff  with  a doll  for  a 
handle,  blue  rattle,  boxes  of  different 
shapes  completed  the  set — an  ideal  gilt  for 
a young  mother. 

A tiny. white  fur  roat  nud  bonnet;  coats 
in  Teddy-bear  cloth,  delightful  caps  and 
bonnets  to  match ; woollen  coats  in  soft 
tones  of  fawn,  rust,  - blue,  «&c„  combin? 
grace  with  comfort.  Bibs,  veils,  “ pram  " 
covers,  and  other  accessories  for  a baby  or 


Fur  ties  will  be  more  fu.shion- 
alile  Ilian  ever  during  the 
autumn  and  winter.  Those 
purchased  from  the  C.W.S. 
eatlsfy  every  requirement. 
They  are  obtainable  in  nil 
(he  favourite  skins  of  the 
season,  are  consistently 
moderate,  and  of  good 
quality. 


The  fascination  of  furs  is 
irresistible,  and  this  .of  wolf 
skin  in  the  new  style,  with  head 
and  tail,  will  prove  no  excep- 
tion to  the  rule. 


small  child  are  shown  in  great  variation 
of  design  and  fabric. 

For  older  children  there  is  an  almost 
inexhaustible  range  c'f  frocks,  ccats,  and 
overalls,  all  well  cut  from  thoroughly  de- 
pendable materials  at  most  moderate  prices. 

Knitted  one-piece  silk  frocks  in  many 
patterns  and  colours  are  suitable  for  smart 
wear ; • woollen  one-piece  frocks  are  ideal 
for  School  wear  in  winter.  The  designs 
and  styles  of  both  are  exquisite. 

In  washing  frocks-  and  overalls  there  is 
an  unending  multiplication  of  shade  and 
design.  One  range  of  overalls  strikes 
a novelty  note  with  bands  of  Dutch 
and  Chinese  design  outlining  the  neck, 
armholes,  and  patcli  pockets.  -The  bands 
are  cream,  and  the  figures  on  them-- 
children,  birds,  flowers,  &e. — are  in  the 
same  colour  as  the  overall  it  trims. 

French-  style  pinafores,  alike  back  and 
front,  save  for  the  patch  pockets,  will  find 
favour  with  the  small  people  who  love 
packets  and  bright  colours.  In  darker 
colours  and  larger  sized  pinafores  are 
oharming  striped  effects.  Navy  nap-cloth 
reefer-coats  for  boys  and  girls  are  trimmed 
with  gilt  buttons,  flap  pockets,  and  step 
or  round  collars.  In  navy  serge  are  kilts, 
one-piece- coat-frocks  with  kilted  skirts -and 
smart  silver  or  steel  colouring  in  the  trim- 
mings.; kilts  in  fancy  pleatings  with  de- 
tachable bodices  of  white  sateen  for  wear- 
ing with  jumpers.  These  garments,  with 
their  grace  and  comfort,  otter  a marked 
contrast  from  the  heavy  tight-fitting 
children’s  wear  of  the  Victorian  age. 


When  it  rain? — and  il  T.iineili  txfty 
day— you  would  never  ft— I dowdv  in 
tl>is  very  distinctive  model.  A smart 
raincoat,  it  is  a product  of  our  co- 
operative mantle  factory  at  Brough- 
ten,  and  is  not  only  made  in  pr.nl 
gaberdine,  hut  cau'aho  b.-  Ii.-xd  in 
any  smart  rainproof  lw.-d.  ord 
checks.  Price-  va'rv  from  36-.  3d.  lo 
87s.  3d. 


These  two  costumes  have  been  created  hv  the  C.W.S.  for  (lo  - • 
who  prefer  n costume,  with  the  addition  of  a warm  fur  during 
the  winter,  in  preference  to  a heavy  coat.  The  one  on  the  right 
is  I rimilied  with  braid  and  buttons,  while  the  other  is  a severely 
tailored  model,  varying  in  price  from  60s.  9d.  to  130s.  3d.  Prices 
for  the  belted  model  range  from  60,.  0d.  lo  130s.  3d. 


TENDENCIES  T 


d <*n*  *3 

bed  the  ** 


O WARDS 


Moderation  in  everything  seems 
to  bo  the  keynote  of  this  Autumn's 
fashions.  Any  differences  between 
the  summer  and  coming  winter 
styles  are  those  of  detail  and  of 
material.  All  exaggeration  is  gone, 
and  very  short  skirts  will  be  donsi- 
dered  vulgar.  In  a word,  useful 
skirts  are  a little  longer— still  longer 
will  be  the  indoor  dresses— while 
the  tailor  skirt  is  made  Just  a be- 
coming shortness.  Straight  lines 


rule  the  circular  skirl  ev 
any  fulness  may  com* ' 
on  the  hips,  and  invariably  ((ll 
spreads  to  a bell-shape  aI  (1* 
Drapory  is  a favourite  e ^ 
new  mode  in  gowns,  W 
concentrated  in  front  in ' 
known  as  ‘ godet  ' pleats- »" 
ening  up  the  back.  Sia  ' jf| 
panels  longer  than 
another  feature  of  the  ^ ^ 


The  high  collar  is  h«re’ 


AND  UMBRELLAS. 

W.W11  And  <loo  Kki  n 
c new  tiwugbtB  1“  Ui 


'loves  will  be 
brcllu  handles 


Supplement  to  the  “ Co-operative  News. 


STYLE  AND  BEAUTY 
FOR  THE  CHILDREN 


-□sp— >-*•□©□ 


who  entered  tho_  portals  of  the  C.W.S. 
drapery  premises  on  Monday  last  were  full 
of  trust  and  confidence  in  the  great  move- 
ment of  which  they  are  a part. 


A little  sheer,  but  very 
leful,  frivolity  is  this 


IDEAS  AND  TRADE, 


useful,  frivolity  ...  . - 

dainty  camisole,  with  its  I 1 
ribbon  and  lace  decorations, 
the  new  feature  Is. the  basque. 


THE  MISSION  OF  THE  C.W.S. 
SHOW. 


With  many  hands  making  light  work, 
the  show  was  made  ready  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing. Then  it  was  that  every  head  of  every 
department,  down  to  the  ’most  juvenile 
assistant,  left  the  huge  drapery  premises 
in  Balloon-street  with  the  hope  that  Mon- 
day would  prove  to  be  the  busiest  day  on 
record. 

Whether  hopes  will  be  fulfilled  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  say  at  the  time  of  writing,  but 
certainly  by  nooli  there  seemed  to  be  an 
air  of  satisfaction  all  round,  and  before 
ten  o’clock  Balloon-street  presented  a 
scene  which  is  only  to  be  seen  twice  in  a 
year,  in  spring  and  autumn,  when  the 
C.W.S.  Shows  take  place. 

But  surely  this  year's  will  have  created 
a precedent.  Buyers  and  committee  men 
and  women  there  were  from  country 
hamlets  and  busy  towns ; contingents  even 
came  in  “ clmrries.”  all  with  but  one 
single  thought,'  to  see  for  the  first  or  the 
twenty-first  time  what  is  now  regarded  even 
by  those  outside  the  movement  as  one  of 
the  finest  fashion  displays  in  the  North  of 
England. 

Outside  the  magnificent  pile  of  buildings 
the  scene  recalled  one  of  the  great  bargain 
sales,  with  this  exception,  that  bargain- 
hunters  often  have  a look  on  their  faces 
which  plainly  says,  “ We  shall  have  to  try 
not  to  he  ‘ done.'  " But  the  faces  of  thosev 


The  return  of. the  blouse  is 
celebrated  in  a variety  of  in- 
foresting  ways,  as  our  sketches 
show.  The  bLseuit-colouTed 
crSpe-de-eliine  jumper  blouse 
on  the  left  is  most  iridescent, 
vdtli  Its  jade  green  6ilk 
smelling  and  coloured  beads. 
Its  mark  oi  distinction  is  the 
waist  band.  TheTwhito  crepe- 
de-cliine  blouse  on  the  right 
is  not  only  attractive,  but  a 
most  useful  affair,  with  its 
cut-out  and  buttonhole  stitched 
motifs,  the  elastic  girdled 
waist,  and  the  bow  knot  in 
front. 


till  late  afternoon 


From  early  morn 
it  was  just  one  stampede  from  floor 
to  floor.  Swing  doors  were  flung  open,  and 
all  the  hidden  treasures  were  visible.  At 
times  the  air  seemed  charged  with  elec- 
tricity. There  were  gasps,  gushes,  sighs, 
laughter,  hut  above  all  reigned  the  chatter 
of  buyers  or  the  businesslike  tones  of  a 
“ head." 

How  we  wish  our  co-operative  women 
could1  have  visited  the  various  salons.  They 
would  have  lost  their  hearts  in  the  millinery 
department  alone,  the  gorgeous  ct/lour 
scheme  of  fuchsia  and  kingfisher  was  so 
arresting.  The  room  was  just  radiant  with 
brightness,  in  fact,  there  seemed  quite  an 
international  spirit  fjbrond,  the  hint  of 
soberness  coming  from  the  black  velours — 
so  cheap  in  price — and  the  little  becoming 
blade  velvet  Tans. 

But  it  is  autumn,  and  ail  the  lighter 
neckwear  and  materials  must  give  way  to 
furs  and  heavier  garments,  where  agaiu 
the  Show  proved  its  worth.  Both  these 
departments  were  eagerly  visited  on 

Monday,  everyone  being  enthusiastic  about 
what  they  saw,  marvelling  at  the  prices. 


THE  NEW  COLOURS. 


The  simple  In;:-'  model  will  give 
H**«rer  u r -pul  .• : -n  of  being  .well 
iuv-fd.  TIi.'  pu.  I :d<o>  and  .opart 
tdbr  are  (riniMeii  with  >ilk  cord  and 
ftilebieg.  1'ih  — vary  according  to 
BJltiial  cho-en.  from"  £2  5=.  I o'  £5. 
Orta  at  your  v.vi-uy  from  C.W.S. , 


Black,  though  still  popular,  is  to 
be  superseded  by  all  the  lovely 
shades  of  russet  brown.  Costumes 
are  relieved  by  touches  of  embroidery 
switchings  in  yeilow,  green,  or  crim- 
son. Among  tho  new  fabrics,  the 
rich  tints  of  fusc-hia  colouring  will 
recall  antumn's  natural  colours. 

For  evening  wear,  as  the  season 
advances,  gowns  will  become  more 
brilliant,  and  frocks  of  light  coloured 
beaded  crystals  and  diamante  will 
vie  with  those  of  black  and  white. 

This  autumn  much  colouring  will 
be  seen  on  hats.  A note  of 
warning  is,  however,  necessary. 
Don’t  on  any  account  try  to  match 
the  blue  of  your  oyes  with  tiie  new 
and  beautiful  Kingfisher  blue,  if 
your  complexion  is  faded.  Navy, 
sapphiro,  brown,  reseda,  begonia, 
red,  and  always  black,  are  other 
colours  to  be  chcsen  from. 


[Continued  on  Next  Page.] 


THE  YOUNGER 
GENERATION. 


Many  girls  and  matrons  long  for  U\e 
ling  of  a plush  coat.  These  two 
rod  by  co-operative  workers  a 
bought  for  under  £6.  Coats 
caracul  and  astrakan. 


and  comfy  ” 

-disk  have  been  manufac- 

ir  Broughton  factory.  They  can 
similar  lines  can  also  be  had 


'"dividual  taste  bem6 
J,  ““mon.  But 
.I,  1 important  item. 
|,.Tm  exaggerated, 
,ab|y  trimmed  with 


but  the  waists  will  be  enciroled  with 
girdles  of  gaialith  or  fine  metal. 

A movement  gaining  attention  as 
a tendency  of  the  coming  fashion  is 
the  mounting  of  the  waist  line 
towards  the  front,  curving  down- 
wards at  the  back,  the  effect  being 
gained  either  by  means  of  a girdle  or 
drapery  arranged  as  a hip  scarf. 
But  as  in  the  skirts,  so  in  the  new 
waist  line  there  is  no  need  to  go  to 
extremes. 


TO  WEAR  AT  14  GYM." 

Nearly  every  school  girl 
nowadays  goes  lo  “ gym,"  for 
which  a special  slip  dress  Is 
necessary,  und  our  C.W.S. 
cnanes  again  lo  the  rescue, 
giving  proper  attention  to  the 
garment.  Tills  slip  top  de- 
pleted in  our  sketch  can  be 
had  in  all  colours,  as  well  os 
in  cream  poplin,  in  all 
assorted  sires  varying  from 
24  to  39  inches. 


lnd  three-quarter 
,ery  Popular,  the 
oats  being  very 
the  short,  stumpy 
aro  of  the  short 
8 W|H  still  be  worn, 


TO  WEAR  AT  SCHOOL. 

Nothing  beats  the  navy 
sntge  frock  for  school  mid  for 
ordinary  wear.  For  fresh- 
ness. n tubable  top  could  bo 
made  for  Ibis  smart,  accor- 
dion knife  pleuted  skirt,  with 
its  striped  patent  leather  belt. 
Our  C.W.S.  can  supply  these 
in  all  sizcfi  lrom  24  to  36 
inches. 


CORRECT  AND  PRACTICAL. 

Dressed  in  this  double- 
breasted  navy  rep  reefer  coat, 
opr  kiddies  will  not  only  bo 
(ready  to  face  the  chilly 
Autumn  days,  but  they  will 
be  Among  tbo  Bmnrtewt.  One 
C.W.S.  can  supply  in  various 
qualities  in  sires  ranging 
from  16  lo  30  inches. 


[fashion  supplement.] 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


MERE  MEN'S  WEAR. 


ALL  MADE  AT  CO-OPERATIVE 
FACTORIES. 


OVERCOAT  AND  SUIT  FOR  £5. 


Because  wo  believe  that  men  are  as  in- 
terested in  clothes  as  women — of  course, 
they  will  protest  this  is  not  so— our  fashion 
supplement  would  not  be  complete  without 
drawing  attention  to  what  the  C.AY.b.  can 
do  in  meeting  their  requirements.  . 

We  should  like  them  to  know  that  in  the 
men’s  shirt  department — which  includes 
pviamns,  working  overalls,  hluettes,  &c. 
every  article  stocked  has  been  made  at  co- 
operative factories.  The  smart  print  striped 
shirts,  cheaper  than  last -year,  as  well  as 
the  woollen  shirts  and  pyjamas,  are  made  at 
the  Sheffield  factory.  But  tor  real  class 
wear,  the  “ Unites  ” shirt  is  the  thing,  with 
the  stiff  neck  bands.  They  can  safely  be 
donned  for  the  most  formal  occasions.  Ami, 
of  course,  every  man  co-operator  will  be 
wearing  a hat,  and  will  no  doubt  purchase 
a new  one  for  the  autumn.  AN  ilL  he  get  it 
at  his  own  store,  and  will  the  manager  ot 
that  special  department  have  bought  his 
stock  of  velours  and  felts  at  the  C.AY.b.  r 
In  the  interests  of  the  movement,  we  hope 
so,  and  leave  the  suggestion  with  those 
concerned.  „ 

But  no;  we  must  go  further,  lhere  is 
the  ever  useful  cap,  for  which  the  C.AA .b. 
have  started  a factory  in  Manchester.  AY  ill 
our  men-folk  make  a note  of  this,  and  act 
loyal  and  true?  , 

Another  “ indispensable  ” of  a man  s 
wardrobe  is  the  light-weight  waterproof,  a 
•veiy  popular  model  of  which  is  being  retailed 
by  ‘societies  at  25s.,  with  or  without  belt. 
Then  don’t  forget  “ Unitas  ” collars,  stiff 
or  soft,  which  are  always  in  great  demand. 

Then  all 1 will  remember  how  we  boomed 
the  50s.  suit  last  spring.  AA'ell,  never  since 
the  opening  of  the  Broughton  clothing  fac- 
tory ha-  so  many  men’s  suits  been  made  as 
during  this  season,  due  entirely  to  the 
wonderful  popularity  of  the  suit.  The 
success  of  this  venture  has  naturally  given 
the  manager  confidence  to  embark  on  an- 
other new  line,  for  which  already  over  3.000 
posters  have  been  sent  out  to  societies,  call- 
ing attention  to  a wonderful  man’s  overcoat 
offered  by  the  AATiolesuIc  at  50s.,  made  in 
warm  blanket  cloths  or  the  newest  tweeds. 
AY  hat  with  the  50s.  suit  and  the  50s.  over- 
mat— a winter's  coat  and  smart  suit  for 
£.ri ! — the  men  are  indeed  looked  after. 
AVhere  else  could  they  obtain  such  value? 

Tailored  gaberdines  from  Bradford.  'Heavy- 
weight velours  from  Diggle,  and  West  of 
England  serges  from  Buckfastleigh  for 
ladies’  thick  coats  or  winter  costumes,  were 
again  to  the  front  in  this  department ; and. 
finally,  let  it  b?  proclaimed  from* the  house- 
tops, that  the  C'.AA'.S.  were  bne  of  the  first 


The  wearer  ol  one  ot 
Iho  O.W.S.  tailored 
costumes  is  looking  tor 
just  bucIi  a blouse  os 
the  one  on  tlio  right 
hand  stand, . with  its 
high  collar  buttoned 
up  to  the  chin. 
Made  of  yellow  and 
black  striped  Maccles- 
field silk,  nr.d  trimmed 
witli  white  pearl  but- 
tons, this  blouse  is 
most  Buitablo  for  a 
matron.  The  other 
two  sketches  are  quite 
new  ideas  in  blouses. 
That  on  the  left  is  n 
jumper  blouse  in  wlulo 
crepe-de-obine  Bilk, 
with  the  turned-under 
elastic  waist  band. 
Piped  silk  forms  tlio 
decoration.  The  third 
jumper,  laid  on  the 
table,  is  a heavy  crepe- 
de-chine  Bilk,  with 
hem-stitched  neck  and 
sleeves,  and  trimmed 
with  coloured  beads. 
Note  the  ties  on  each 
side. 


firms  in  the  field  to  make  the  velours  cloth 
with  a wide  check  design,  their  Cheviot 
serges  in  cream,  pink,  lavender,  and  blue 
being  without  rivals. 


FOR  THE  SPORTY  ONE. 


Fashion,  That  fickle  jade,  even  enters  the 
portals  of  the  sports  department,  where  we 
were  reminded  that  tlio  halcyon  jdays  of 
summer  are  bygone  things,  Tennis  rackets, 
ericket  bats,  and  swimming  costumes 


now  being  relegated  to  the  background. 
But  if  tennis  is  “ off  ” golf  and  football  are 


and  particularly  anxious  is  the 
manager  of  this  department  to  push  an 
extraordinary  cheap  golf  club  and  ball,  which 
for  value  he  knows  cannot  be  surpassed. 
T hen  the  poiiicssof  of  the  little  owner-driven 
car  will  be  delighted  with- the  display  of 
motor  clothing,  tlio  leather  topcoats, 
jackets,  lur-trimined  leather  caps  for  when 
“ m ’lady  ” goes  driving.  But  the  footballs! 
How  our  lads  would  long  to  try  t-be  strength 
of  these;  all  of  the  finest-selected 
leather  with  best  rubber  bladders. 
How  they  ‘ would  gloat  over  the  foot- 
ballers’ requisites,  the  kneecaps  and 
anklets,  referees’  whistles,  horse-hair  flesh 


gloves,  and  the  shin  guards.  Every 
“sporty”  person  would  find  something  of 
interest  in  this  department.  Hockey  sticks, 
boxing  gloves,  punch  balls,  dumb  bells, 
clubs,  Badminton  rackets,  everything  for 
the  Boy  Scout  and  Girl  Guide — there  is 
nobody  who  can  justly  feel  that  his  pet  sport 
has  been  overlooked  at  the  C.AA'.S. 


[Continued  from  preceding  page.] 


Our  sketches  speak  for  themselves  at  the 
moment,  but  it  will  certainly  be  our 
pleasure  to  refer  again  to  the  triumphs 
that  were  seen,  especially  the  evening 
dresses  — .those  elegant,  dignified,  and 
beautifully  decorated  black  and  white 
gowns.  And  what  graceful  blouses  there 
were:  as  cheap  as  they  were  beautiful. 
Thanks  to  the  silk  of  which  they  were 
made,  their  worth  will  be  enhanced  by 
wearing. 

This  is  one  of  the  missions  of  the  C.AV.S. 
Drapery  Show— to  help  in  the  creation  of 
new  ideas  for  on  autumn  which  is  full  of 
great  possibilities. 


RAVISHING  JERSEY 


SUlTs, 

Huthwiile  For  Und«»-a,. 


Loyal  , worney  . oo-operators  ' 


been  delighted  to  see  that  t),* 


display  was  devoted  almost  exdu  ^ 

1 111/  L->  r u-r-.n  r-  inaniif-ii.tiir,-.  1 , "lal 


underwear  manufactured  at  tlio  r * - 

wool  ion  fa  ctor v nt.  TTiitli„.„ 


woollen  factory  at  Huthwaite 


suit  all  tastes  and  all  occasions). 


Do  you  want  only  a mixture  of  «0*. 
wool  or  pure  wool  tfnderwear?  j P p ** 


can  supply  you  with  both.  HulliWa, 
binotions  are  made  with  round  j*?- 
necks,  while  their  11  opera  top  conib”  3 
always  be  in  demand  for  «‘veuine*  ^ 
You  can  also  obtain  them  with  longer 
legs,  or  if  you  are  a devotee  of°»L  • 
French  leg  there  is  a special  Huff* 
style  for  you. 

Hurrah!  Our  C.AV.S.  has  j-mbarked 
new  venture  which  will  delight  event  1 
mother.  They  are  now  tlio  maiiufj(j^ 
of  the  most  ravishing  little  boy.’ 

, i-I.  n t \ T . Jlifl 


suits  on  the  market.  Very  fasciiiufii^ 


a little  model  in  fawn — pants  aiiil  j^’  ** 
made  in  a wide  rib  for  “ Johnnie,  nue  ff/' 
They  can  be  had  in  all  colours  nndare^ 
reasonable  in  price. 

Then  the  sports  girl — that  nnuli-dj^ 
person  of  the  day — is  not  overlooked,  u* 
quantities  of  “comfy  ” sweaters areffedd 
orenm  reigning  favourite.  For  the  pi1n, 
field  a sweater  can  be  got  in  various  ’,? 
It  has  a great  “pull”  and  sets  0| 


figure  to  great  advantage. 

But  our  readers  shall  hear  more  aWj 


these  garment's  through  “ AVoman’s  o ’ 
look.”  It  is  our  intention  to  gire 
sketches  of  the  new  special  jersev  S? 
So  look  out!- 


CHILDREN'S  READY-MADES.' 


The  children  crept  into  every  departra.;! 
of  the  drapery  show.  They  even  bai-u 
ready-made  department  of  their  own.  OS, 
if  only  every  mother  could  e tin  liui 
sailor  overcoats  the  C.AV.S.  :ne  offering jj 
ISs.  9d.  They  would  just  insist  on  lurii* 
them.  They  are  so  appealing.  Just  iff] 
is  intended  for  the  little  man  of  siVor Mrs 
summers  who  has  a wholesome  deteshli# 
of  “baby  or  girls'  clothes.” 

The  sailor  “stunt,”  however,  can  be  .. 
done,  and  mother  sometimes  wants  her  MB 
boy  to  have  a change.  She  will  then  I* 
delighted  with  the  simple  lii  :s  of  the  lilik 
tweed  and  blanket  coats  with  veleff  idlm, 
which,  with  the  addition  of  a pludiorwkw 
cap,  which  run  about  2s.  6d..  arc  ideal  fr 
school  wear.  Of  school  caps  tlio  Wlwk-ak 
lias  iflways  made  a speciality,  tiiough  li» 
dreds  of  designs  in  boys’  tweed  i.ipstinMb 
stocked. 
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The  Percentage 

of 

C.W-S-  Purchases 

in  the 

Drapery 

Departments 


DRAPERY  ■ DEPARTMENTS 


OF  RETAIL  .SOCIETIES 


MOST  TRADE 

SECURE!  MOST  SURPLUS 

MOST  SATISFACTION 


by  systematically  stocking  their  shelves  and  filling  their 


indicates  the 


Progress  & Profit 
of  Retail  Societies 


^ windows,  with  goods  from  the  T5  r 


various  Drapery  and  Outfitting  Departments  of  their  own 


COMMITTEES,  MANAGERS. 
BUYERS.  AND  MEMBERS 

should  be  interested  in  the  growth  of 
their  Drapery  Business  with  the  C.IV.S. 


WATCH  YOUR  STORE  WINDOWS 


for  C.W.S.  Productions,  Mantles,  Millinery,  Underclothing,  and 
everything  in  Drapery. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


ii  cooperative  Newa  ” Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 
n,_  big- shop  with  four  different  depart- 
je  The  speciality  of  the  Stupleford  and 
fairnre  Society.  It  is  the  idea  of  Mr.  H. 

,1  the  general  manager,  and  it  has 
N to  be  a distinct  success.  The  four 
,r0t1^v<  arc  resi>ectivcly  devoted  to  the  dis- 
T 0f  groceries,  patent  medicines  and  allied 
].,  tobacco  and  the  like,  and  provisions. 
sT'  buk  ef  the  windows  is  set  out  ns  fix- 
ture. so  that  no  space  is  wasted ; and 
)0’ny  in  accommodation  as  well  as 
fleetiveness  is  secured  by  two  <loors  giving 
'otrniice  and  exit  to  customers,  who  arc 
lerved  at  counters  arranged  in,  a square. 
Moreover  the  "Co-operative  News  ” is  here 
to  be  seen  oil  the  counter,  not  under  it. 

Mr.  George  Riddle,  whose  Congress 
paper  has  created  a good  deal  of  interest, 
particularly  in  regard  to  his  proposals  for 
the  accumulation  of  collectively-owned  capi- 
tal, informs  me  that  when  his  original  paper 
has  been  thoroughly  circulated  he  intends 
to  put  forward  a definite  policy  for  carry- 
. .g  out  the  suggestions  he  has  made.  Mr. 
Riddle  is  one  of  the  few  co-operators  whose 
dose  contact  with  the  practical  side  of  the 
movement  has  not  spoiled  his  idealism. 

A German  newspaper,  the  “ Cologne 
Gazette,”  has  been  suspended  temporarily 
by  the  Inter-Allied  Rhineland  High  Com- 
mission for  four  days  for  publishing  articles 
containing  insults  to  the  Allies.  Consider- 
vvhat  some  of  the  French  and  British 
newspapers  say  about  the  two  Governments, 
news  has  special  interest  as  showing 
what  “ occupation  ” means. 

Ml  congratulations  to  the  “ Daily 
which  on  Monday  began  to  appear  with  the 
balk  of  its  matter  printed  in  the*  same  size 
of  type  used  for  the  bulk  of  the  matter  in 
the  “ Co-operative  -News.”  The  “ Mail  ” 
announced  that  the  improvement  would  be 
welcomed  by  its  readers. 

The  great  food  exhibition  tliis  week  at 
Olympia  Las  adopted-  an  advertising  scheme 
which  almost  makes  failure  impossible — if 
attendances  be  all  that  the  promoters 
desire.  " An  endless  variety  of  fcod 
staples  will  be  given  away  both  for  con- 
wmption  at  Olympia  and  for  visitors  to 
tale  home  " — so  runs  one  of  the  publicity 
circulars— and  it  is  said  that  a visitor,  by 
rdying  upon  samples,  may  enjoy  an  excel- 
lent lunch  which  proceeds  tlfiough  all  the 
best  society  ” courses  from  11  hors 
'ft-uvro  ” to  liqueurs. 

Mu.  G.  R.  Sims  was  a journalist  of  a 
type  once  respected,  but  for  whom  the 
new  journalism  and  its  controllers  would 
have  little  use.  He  was  the  type  of  jour- 
nali.t  who  delighted  in  getting  good 
*ork  done,  and  he  used  his  powers  to  that 
frnl,  even  if  he  revelled  in  the  Bohemian 
life  of  London.  The  abolition  of  the  slums, 
the  reform  of  our  penal  system,  the 
amelioration  of  the  lot  c-f  the  pcor  were 
among  the  objects  to  which  he  dedicated 
us  writings,  and  he  achieved  many  things 
o which  a reformer  might  be  proud, 
hen  that  can  be  said  of  a man,  his  Bohe- 

3a5,ray  be  rt‘sai'ded  as  a •estate 


A correspondent  sends  a glowing  account 
of  the  success  of  the  newly-established 
funeral  furnishing  department  of  the  local 
society.  He  says  " members  are  now  recog- 
nising that  dentil  is  inevitable,  and  are  in 
increasing  numbers  availing  themselves'  of 
the  services  of  the  co-operutivo  funeral 
department.”  We  know  that  many  mem- 
bers are  quite  prepared  to  die  for  the 
movement,  but,  at  the  moment,  the  move- 
ment stands  more  in  need  of  live  members. 
Then  again,  this  disposition  to  hurry  on 
death  may  strain  the  collective  life  assur- 
ance scheme  to  the  breaking  point. 


The  Reception  Committco  for  the  Edin- 
burgh Congress  was  formally  constituted 
am,l  held  its  first  meeting  on  Saturday  last 
week.  Mr.  Whitehead  and  Mr.  Horrocks 
represented  the  Co-operative  Union  along 
with  the  members  of  the  Scottish  Sectional 
Board,  and  representatives  of  the  S.C.W.S., 
Scottish  federations,  local  societies,  and 
guilds.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
recommend  Air.  Robert  Stewart,  of  the 
S.C.W.S.,  for  election  as  the  Congress 
President.  # t 

One  of  the  honours  of  the  great  Preston 
Guild  Merchant  celebrations  this  week  'fell 
to  Mr.  W.  Gregory,  J.P.,  a member  of  the 
Central  Board  of  the  Co-operativo  Union 
and  a director  of  the  " Co-operative  New6  ” 
and  allied  publications.  The  Guild  Police 
Court  on  Monday  drew  a blank:  there  was 
not  a single  defendant.  Mr.  Gregory 
happened  to  be  the  chairman,  and  he  was 
presented  with  the  traditional  pair  of  white 
glovos,  besides  which  the  large  bench  of 
magistrates  autographed  the  blank  charge 
sheet  and  also  presented  that  to  him. 

Out  and  About. 


WHERE  THE  MEDIAEVAL  SPIRIT 

SURVIVES. 


PROUD  PRESTON’S  GUILD  MERCHANT. 


THE  PAGEANTRY  OF  CORPORATE  LIFE. 


It  is  good  in  these  days  of  chaos  and 
competition  to  keep  alive  the  good  spirit  of 
the  past.  Preston  this  week  ha6  shown  us 
liow  to  do  it.  Seven  days -this  busy  Lanca- 
shire town  of  the  cotton  industry  has  been 
given  over  to  mediaeval  merry-making.  The 
County  Borough  that  has  pride  of  possession 
in  two  sufch  line  pieces  of  architecture  as 
the  Harris  Institute  in  classic  Greek  and 
the  graceful  spire  of  St.  Walburge's  Church, 
every  twenty  years  holds  high  festival  in 
honour  of  the  co-operative  principle  as  em- 
bodied in  the  ancient  guild.  The  traders  of 
Preston,  as  far  back  as  1179.  purchased  from 
Henry  II.  the  right  to  form  themselves  into 
a Guild  Merchant",  a co-operative  organisa- 
tion for  mutual  protection  which  was 
ratified  by  royal  charter.  The  Guild  Mer- 
chant has  outlived  its  purpose,  but  not  its 
traditions,  which  have  been  enriched  from 
the  filet  that  Preston,  being  situated  mid- 
way between  the  capitals  of  England  and 
Scotland,  was  sometimes  visited  by  royalty, 
while  it  was  the  great  stronghold  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Faith  in  the  county,  hence 
its  name  Priest  Town,  now  Preston. 

The  atmosphere  of  the  Middle  Ages  has 
been  over  "Proud  Preston” — as  the  cor- 
porate coat  of  arms  hath  it-^all  the  week. 
The  burgesses  have  forsaken  fheir  work  to 
celebrate  of  whole  heart  their  Guild  Mer- 
chant, and  neighbours  from  every  corner  of 
the  county  and  friends  from  parts  as  remote 
as  America  and  Australia  have  met  together 
to  rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice.  Every 
side  street  has  been,  deserted  for  the  main 


ARE  VISIONS  ABOUT? 


First  Comrade  of  the  Great  War:  "Thought  we'd  fought  the  war 

to  end  war!” 

Second  Comrade  of  the  Great  War:  " An’  I went  to  a ‘No  More  Mar’ 
demonstration  a mouth  ago.” 

First  Comrade:  " Well,  ’ere’s  Turkey  and  Greece  at  it  again,  an.’  the 
Allies  wonderin’  what  they  should  do.” 


thoroughfares,  where,  day  by  day,  denso 
masses  of  spectators  have  revelled  in  the 
pomp  of  pageantry.  Chairs  of  all  sorts  were 
brought  from  the  deserted  homes  for  front- 
rank  seats  on  the  pavement;  orange  boxes, 
step-ladders,  and  even  cabs  for  two  shillings 
a person  were  pressed  into  service  at  the 
rear,  whilst  shopkeepers  found  it  much  more 
profitable  to  use  their  windows  as  grand 
stands. 

The  drab  ugliness  of  modern  industrialism 
was  camouflaged  witli  flags,  festoons,  and 
flowers  into  the  brilliance  of  a Venetian  re- 
gatta, which  was  enhanced  by  Italian  blue 
skies;  and  the  air  was  merry  with  much 
music.  Day  by  day  the  glory' of  its  youth, 
the  beauty  of  its  maidens,  mid  the  .-Length 
of.'ts.  manhood  have  paraded  through  the 
chief  highways  of  Preston,  to  the  roll  of  the 
drum,  the  shrill  note  of  the  fife,  and  the 
blare  of  the  brass  bands. 

A wonder  week  of  living  history  has  rolled 
past  the  eyes  of  many  thousands.  The  civic 
dignity  was  evident  in  the  Guild  Mayor  and 
Mayoress,  driven  by  postillions  resplendent 
in  blue  and  silver,  and  the  political  im- 
portance in  Lords  and  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment I ho  religious  aspirations  were  ex- 
pressed in  the  most  beautiful  of  living  pic- 
tures and  episodes;  the  Church  of  Ron\e, 
from  _ a rich  store  of  local  history  made 
magnmeent  manifestations  of  mysteries  and 
martyrdoms;  the  Church  of  England,  too, 
showed  the  splendour  of  service  rendered'by 
it  to  the  great  cause;  and  the  Noncon- 
fornnst  Churches,  in  their  battalions, 
showed  that  the  Bible  is  not  a closed  book 
m the  land.  The  might  of  industry  was 
revealed  in  a comprehensive  display  of 
handicrafts  and  machinery,  and  so  was  told 
the  story  of  the  cotton  industry  from  the 
growing  plant  to  the  worn  garment. 

The  panorama  of  artistry  was  completed 
with  a series  of  historical  pageants  on  the 
green  sward  of  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
of  parks,  some  10,000  bright- faced,  straight- 
limbed  school  children  presenting,  with 
pleasant  realism,  scenes  showing  the  origin 
and  activities  of  the  guilds  in  bygone  days. 
Aud  what  a grand  finale— a -gigantic  Iamb, 
the  holy  white  Lamb  which  stands  out 
supreme  on  the  arms  of  Preston, 
formed  by  3.000  children,  a like  number 
making  a great  Red  Rose  of  Lancaster, 
and,  with  the  addition  of  500  more,  a 
grand  living  Union  Jack. 

Preston,  indeed,  has  shown  that  she  has 
not  lost  her  soul  to  cotton.  The  whole 
■population  has  borne  remarkable  witness  to 
tlie  fact,  from  the  tiny  tot  who  toddled 
ahead,  leading  with  -golden  strings  a group 
of  under  tens  bearing  the  motto.  “ A little 
child  shall  lead  them."  to  the  Darbys  and 
Joans  who  rode  their  part-  in  the  proces- 
sions, their  legs  not  being  equal  to  the 
task.  Preston  Guild  Merchant-,  1922*  has 
been  n prodigious  achievement  in  tho 
fellowship  that  is  co-operation. 

C.  E ,T. 

GOLD  MEDAL. 


SILVERTOWN  BREAD  WINS  PREMIER 
PRIZE. 


At  the  Bakers’  Exhibition,  which  was 
held  at  the  Agricultural  Hall,  London,  on 
Tuesday,  this  week,  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society  was  awarded  the  first  prize  and  a 
gold  medal  for  its  exhibit  of  bread.  The 
bread  was  made  from  flour  milled  at  the 
C.W.S.  Silver  town  mill. 


MAXWELL  TESTIMONIAL. 

Below  wo  give  the  latest 'additions  to 
w *r,ptlons  towards  the  testimonial  to  Sir 
rJi  ""I  promoted  By  the  Inter- 

2val  0°-°Perativo  Alliance.  These 
B§JW  brin2  the  total  up  to  £1,317 

JJle  f item  in  the  list  is  £35  13s. 
o*l, n e,  * lcn<'1  Co-operative  Union.  The 
r subscriptions  are:  — 

[rom  I’aisley  Manufacturing  Society. 
& ’ ,rom  the  residents  at  the  Abbotsview 
®J'ron)SCent  *dome  (Per  Miss  Mac-Pher,  on, 

Sir3'?*’ <?a<h  from  Mr-  J-  J.  Dent,  C.M.G., 
Ljr'  ' ,)eans-  Paisley  Equitable,  City  of 
^1.  and  Blaydon- societies.  * - 

Sunti,  ' Wl<dl  fl0m  Walkden  Provident  and 
^p'Pton  societies. 

Markin'1!*'  trom  Lirkhall  Victualling  and 

societies. 

fc^eputation  comprising  .Air.  Whitehead 
M;iy  ^ulent  of  the  Alliance),  Mr.  H.  J. 
fit ewnrtf  «-al  spc'.ret:'r>’)’  :in(l  Mr.  Robert 
08  the  ( r "r'^iam  Maxwell’s  successor 
ft  Oct  sir  ^u- ur*  C?mmittee),  arranged  to 
loom  ;.t  >,  1 . m ‘n  the  directors’  dining- 
*eck  fn  ‘ 011  i;'°a-street  on  Friday  of  ibis 
^■timonb  I lh°  p,Irpose  of  presenting  the 
an,*J  ’ - A report  of  the  proceedings 
*i  ,u'  >o  next  week’s  " News.” 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

FIXED  PRICES.  RIGHT  PRICES.  AND  INSTALMENTS. 


Uniform  Fixed  Prices. 

Sir. — What  is  the  secret  of  the  success 
obtained  by  the  multiple  shops?  How  do 
they  get  their  " queues,”  at  tho  same  time 
as  our  shops  are  almost  empty?  Don’t 
you  think  the  reason  can  be  found  in  the 
"fixed-price”  principle  (leaving  out  the 
cheaper  rates  they  sell  at),  which  they  have 
in  operation? 

Our  co-operative  bill^are  less  than  ever 
they  were;  because  wq  cannot  pay  the  price 
charged  for  some  of  our  own  commodities. — 
Yours,  Ac.,  ’.  Consumer. 

Castleford,  August  21st,  1922. 

Fixed  Prices. 

Sir, — I am  much  interested  in  the  pro- 
posal for  a fixed  price  for  C.W.S.  goods,  and 
mjife  oifbr  the  scheme  propounded  by  the 
late  Mr.  Gray. 

Why  cannot  the  Manchester  societies  form 
a group  of  managers  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  the  same  price  of  everything  sold 
over  tho  counter,  whether  it  1k>  grocery, 
drapery,  furniture,  boots,  <Xrcv  and  also  in- 
clude coal?  This  would  abolish  the  varia- 
tion in  prices  among  societies. 

Could  not  t-liis  be  extended  to  those  towns 
with  more  than  one  society? 


Would  it  not  be  a step  towards  that  grand 
time  you  preach  about? — Yours,  &t\. 

Employer. 

August  19th,  1922. 

How  To  Get  Trade. 

Sir, — Your  leader  of  August  26th  neks : 
Why  should  members,  however  poor,  have 
to  cease  to  be  members  ? 

That  is  the  case  in  a nutshell^  and  the 
sooner  retail  societies  recognise  the  fact  so 
much  the  better.  I am  a colliery  labourer 
(wages,  full  weqlc,  36s.  5d.  and  family  of  six). 
1 am  a co-operator  £o  the  hilt ; but  the  strike 
and  unemployment  of  the  last  two  years 
have  swallowed  our  little  all.  We  buy  all 
our  food,  at  the  store" on  a cash  basis  ; but 
we  buy  boots  from  a private  dealer,  paving 
n shilling  or  two  a week;  and  the  drapery 
is  got  from  a clothing  club  run  by  a private 
ti'ader,  who  sends  his  assistants  around  on 
tho  quiet  days  to  collect. 

Can  you  tell  me  the  reason  why  co-opera- 
tive societies  won’t  do  likewise?  I don't 
mean  them  to  give  credit,  but  why  not  a 
club  system?  One  could  purchase  so  many 
stamp’s  (say  value  sixpence)  a week,  as  cir- 
cumstances would  allow,  nml  one  could 
utilise  stamps  for  any  purpose  within  the 
society — to  pay  off  debts,  to  convert  into 
share  oapital  or  penny  hank-  deposits,  or 


drapery,  boots,  or  food.  A central, account 
would  lie  easy  to  keep  with  credit  for  sales 
given  to  the  department  presenting  the 
stamps  in  lien  of  cash.  I am  afraid  tens  of 
thousands  of  would-be  co-operators  can’t  bo ; 
and  unless  some  such  scheme  is  adopted 
myself  and  countless  others  will  fall  into  the 
clutches  of  packmen  and  credit  salesmen 
against  our  wish,  and  plate  millstones 
around  our.  own  necks  because  we  cannot 
help  it. 

I have  written  my  society  several  times 
on  the  matter,  and- even  cut  out  vour  recent 
article  re  Torquay  Society’s  snc.O'ful  year 
in  spite  of  a national  depression, 'and  sent  it 
in  support  of  my  scheme,  but  there  was 
nothing  doing. 

I behove  the  majority  of  • ommittoemen 
are  people  of  regular  wages  <T  salaries,  an  1 
c-aimot  appreciate  tho  position  of  the  very 
poor  but  honest  section  of  the  community. 
Once  more,  can  you  give  a reason  why  some 
societies,  with  staff  practically*  jig-sawing 
four- days  a week,  won’t  adopt  some  scheme 
of  shepherding  the  ones  that  really  matter 
to  the  sum  ess  of  the  co-operative  movement. 
A hundred  members  at  25s.  ::  week  pay  a 
society  better  than  twenty  or  thirty  £2 
members. — Yours,  &c.. 

" Forced  Out  TnnouoH  Poverty. 


" High-Brow  Snobbery.” — Just  read  this 
from  a reader: — "When  the  whole  of  tho 
rank  and  file  of  the  Labour  and  Co-opera- 
tive Movement  are-  sufficiently  cultured  to 
appreciate  the  ‘ Millgate  Monthly?1  there 
wifiTBe  little  left  for  the  reformer  to  d<>.  . . 
It  has  virility  without  any  high-brow 
snobbery.” 
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AMONG  THE 

EDUCATIONISTS. 

TEACHING  THE 

ADULTS. 

! MANSBRIDGE'S  LATEST 

CREATION. 

WORK  OF  THE  BRITISH 

INSTITUTE. 

BY  “OWENITE.” 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  signs  of  the 
times  is  the  widespread  interest  now  being 
taken  in  the  education  of  working  men  and 
women.  Not  very  long  ago  it  was  fashion- 
able to  say  that,  'as  the  child  is  the  hope  of 
the  future,  educationists  should  concentrate 
on  the  young  and  devote  their  energies  to 
teaching  the  coining  generation  how  to  walk 
in  the  right  way  That  advice  contained  an 
element  of  truth  • but  it  was  not  altogether 
wise.  It  is  true  that  human  beings  must  he 
caught  young  if  they  ana  to.  be  taught  how 
to  behave  as  civilised  creatures ; it  is  also 
true  that  the  wav  to  the  child  lies  tbrougn 
its  parents.  Educators  who  forget  the 
adult,  and  who  in  consequence  make  no 
effort  to  teach  grown  men  and  women  are 
eternally  postponing  the  cf  niing  of  an 
educated  democracy 

Hnppilv,  sensible  people  are  now  beginning 
to  realise  that  it  is  a mistake  not  to  try  to 
educate  men  and  women  who  earn  their  liv- 
ing by  daily  labour. 

A Retf-Hot  Gospeller. 

If  evidence  of  the  new  thirst  tor  know- 
ledge is  desired  turn  to  the  first  annual 
report  of  %he  British  Institute  of  Adult 
Education,  published  a few  weeks  ago.  This 
body  and  its  work  ought  to  be  much  more 
widely  known  among  co-operators.  Started 
about  a year  ago.  the  British  Institute  of 
Adult  Education  is  yet  another  institution 
created  by  Albert  Manshridge  and  ,<h  s< 
whom  I10  has  inspired.  Mansbridge— who 
by  the  way,  once  contributed  notes  siniilai 
to  these  to  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” at 
frequent  intervals — is  a great  evangelist. 
There  never- was  a red-hot  gospeller  just  like 
him.  No  sooner  has  he  done  one  tiling  than 
he  is  off  to  do  another.  Having  started  the 
W.E.A.  in  England,  he  hurried  off  to  start 
workers'  educational  associations  all  over 
the  world.  When  that  job  was  finished  he 
opered  the  Central  Library  for  Students. 
Next  he  set  the  World  Association  for  Adult 
Education  on  its  feet,  and  'ho  now  has  got 
the  British  Institute  of  Adult  Education 
a-going.'  A wondlerful  man,  Mansbridge ! 
May  ho  live  a hundred  years  and  work 
harder  every  day ! 

Of  course,  other  people  helped  Mans- 
hridge to  establish  the  British  Institute  of 
Adult  Education.  Its  president  is  Lord 
Haldane,  and  the  list  of  original  members 
includes  the  names  of  a great  number  of 
men  and  women  who  are  tireless  in  their 
efforts  to  increase  the  demand  for  and  the 
supply  of  knowledge.  O11  its  committee  both 
Miss  J.  P.  Madams  and  Mr.  TV.  H.  Rue 
have  been  serving  from  the  first,  while  the 
institute  is  supported  and  aided  in  its  work 
by  many  equally  well-known  co-operators 
and  Labour  leaders. 

Su  far.  that  work  has  been  largely  experi- 
mental in  character.  As  the  report  says: 

*•  Much  effort  has  been  expended  first  in 
building  up  a really  representative  list  of 
members,  and  secondly  in  discovering  the 
exact  nienjis  by  which  the  institute  cm  best 
the  original  purpose  it  set  befona 
itself.  I lint  purpose  was  to  unite  nil  who 
are  interested  in  any  phase  of  adult  educa- 
tion and  bring  them  together  t:o  work  for  the 
promotion  of  ends  which  all  have  in  common  • 
to  institute  research  work  of  several  dif- 
ferent kinds;  to  consider  how  the  supply  of 
teachers  for  adult  education  can  best  he  in- 
creased and  improver! ; to  spread  infcnn.i- 
tion,  and  to  discover  how  Governmental  aid 
can  usefully  he  given  to  voluntary  bodies 
organising  education  for  adults. 

Important  Recommendations. 

C'o-nperators,  who  have  always  been 
pioneers  in  the  work  of  adult  education,  have 
never  asked  for  public  assistance  in  their 
educational  work,  although  they  have  always 
gladly  taken  advantage  of'  educational, 
facilities  provided  by.  public  authorities  at 
tile  public  cost.  If,  therefore,  the  British 
Institute  of  Adult  Education  tan.  persuade 
-the  Government  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Adult  Education  Com- 
mittee, nobody  will  be  better  pleased  than 
co-operative  teachers  and  students  That 
(report  n>?rits  careful  study.  The  recom- 
mendations made  by  the  committee  of  which 
both  Mr.  Albert  Manshridge  and  Mr.  Wilson 
Ulayton  were  members,  are  very  numerous 
and  cover  a wide  field.  It  is  perhaps  right’ 
however,  to  say  that  these  recommendations 
in  reality  amount  to  tlu»— tlint  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Board  of  Education  nnd  local  educa- 
tion authorities  to  give  to  voluntary  teacii- 
1"K,  b(*J,cs  nil  kinds  of  assistance,  financial. 
and  otherwise,  that. can  be  given,  without 
destroying  their  independence  or  restricting 


their  freedom  to  develop  along  their  own 
lines-. 

Since  1919,  when  the  final  report  of  the 
Adult  Education  Committee  was  presented 
to  Pail  inmen, b,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  do 
much  to  give  practical  effect  to  its^ recom- 
mendations. Yet  something  has  beep  done, 
for  in  April  last  year,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education  set  up  an  Adult  Educa- 
tion Committee  “ to  promote  the  develop- 
ment of  liberal  education  for  adults,  and  in 
particular  to  bring  together  national 
organisations  concerned  with  the  provision 
of  adult  education,  so  as  to  secure  mutual 
help  and  prevent  overlapping  and  waste  of 
effort;  to  further  the  establishment  of  local 
voluntary  organisations  for  the  purpose  of 
and  arrangements  for  co-operation  with  local 
education  authorities ; and  to  advise  the 
Board  of  Education  upon  any  matters  which 
the  board  might  refer  to  the  committee.'’ 

'J  lie  eonnnittee  thus  set  up  was  a very 
strong  one,  for  it  included  representatives 
of  almost  every  important  body  interested 
in  adult  education,  the  Co-operative  Union 
being  represented  hv  Mr.  W.  B.  line,  who 
will  this  year  complete  his  twenty-first  year 
as  chairman  of  the  Central  Education  Com 
mittee  of  the  Union. 

A Valuable  Report. 

This  important  eonnnittee  has  recently 
issued  its  first  publication,  which  is  a report 
011  Local  Co-operation  between  Universities 
Local  Education  Authorities,  and  Voluntary 
Bodies.  Here  it  is  not  possible  to  deal  fully 
with  this  report,  copies  cf  which,  price  4d‘ 
enn  be  obtained  through  any  bookseller  or 
direct  from  the  Publications  Department  of 
tlie  Co-operative  Union.  It  must  suffice  to 
say  that  its  general  feuour  and  purport  can 
he  judged  by  these  paragraphs,  which  are 
highly  significant  of  the  change  now  taking 
place  in  the  policy  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
!wU  andTit  ,e  ’Spuifc  of,  voluntary  teaching 
bod>3s.;  These  paragraphs  are  as  follows:— 

"e  are  of  opinion  that  an  increased 
measure  of  co-operation  between  Universi- 
ties, Local  Education  Authorities,  and 
\ ol unt ary  Organisations  is  viral  to  the  full 
development  of  adult  education 
,‘Ve  appreciate  the  desire  of  ilia  Beard 
of  Education  to_aid  adult  education  through 
J-.ocal  Education  Authorities  rather  than  In- 
direct grants,  and  consider  that  in  any 
scheme  of  eo-oper.ition  it  wo„M  I*  wise  to 

Authority^  S"PP°rt  “f  ",e 

W e accordingly  endorse  most.  Tally  t-lie 
rerommenclntion  cf  the  report  of  1910  with 
regard  to  the  formation  of  Adult  Bducoli.nl 
• omt  Comm,ttocs  to  operate  over  “ „ hie 
.u ea.  doubt,  however,  the  wisdom  of 

^ngsueh  a lorm  of  organisation  to  snnll 

B e consider  that  where  such  committees 
.annot  at  present  be  set  up,  Consultative 
Committees  should  be  formed  to  d:s  uss 
methods  of  Co-operation  between  the  Volmi- 
-f  1<?S-  *?.jKl,V1?0  t,le  Lor;l1  Education 
A thonty,  and  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
\ oluntary  Bodies  the  facilities  which  the 
authority  are  prepared  to  offer.” 

'Vilen  Allis  Government-appointed  Adult 
Education  Committee  gets  fully  to  work 
and  when  the  recommendations  contained  in 
the  final  report  of  the  former  committee  are 
acted  upon,  as  they  are  bound  to  lie  ere  long 
under  pressure  of  the  various  bodies  united 
in  the  British  Institute  of  Adult  Education 
things  will  move  rapidly  in  the-  realm  of 
adult  education.  For  this  reason,  if  f,:r  ,.0 
other,  co-operators  should  know  what  is  t ik- 
ing place  in  the  world  about  them  to  the 
end  that  they  may  secure  every  possible 
advantage  from  any  new  facilities  for  adult 
education  provided  at  the  public  cost.  Co- 
operators  are  absolutely  right  in  maintain- 
ing their  own  system  of  co-operative  educa- 
tion. for  they  have  a great  truth  to  tench 
I heir  own  needs  as  co-operators  compel  th.,m 
to  establish  their  own,  Co-operative  College  . 
in  which  the  principles  of  co-operation  may 
he  dearly  defined  and  ole. Tidy  taught.  They 
do  well  to  tax  themselves  to  meet  the  cost  of 
providing  such  co-operative  leaching  But 
op-operntors  are  also  citizens.  ’/  hoy  must 
therefore  co-operate  with  the  Board  of 
Education  and  with  other  bodies  of  citizens 
in  every  helpful  effort  m a do  to  create'  a 
truly  national  system  of  education  for 
adults,  and  to  quicken,  the' desire  for  knrw- 
‘edge  in  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  working 
men  and  womon. 

Look  out  for  the  notes  by  “ Owenite  ” 

m the  “ Co-operative  Nsws  ” for  the 

second  Saturday  of  every  month. 


QUESTION  OF  POLITICS. 

MR.  E.  O.  GREENING  AND  THE  TRUE  BASIS  OF  CO-OPER,Vr|0,; 
REPLY  TO  MR.  W.  H.  WATKINS. 


OFF  TO  THE  STATES. 

On  the  eve  of  their  departure  to  the 
United  States,  Mr.  nnd  Mrs.  \V.  G.  Knne 
were  the  guests  of  the  Belfast  Society’s 
management  committee  at  a farewell 
function  on  Saturday,  when  they  were  pre- 
sented with  a silver  cakestnnd'  from  the 
Irish  Sectional  Board,  and  a suit  case  from 
the  Irish  Women's  Guild.  Mr.  Kane  Jins 
rendered  valuable  sen-ice  to  the  Belfast 
.Society  on  the  educational  and  management 
committees,  and  has  served  ns  a member  of 
the  Central  Board  for  a long  period  of 
years.  His  departnre  will  occasion  regret 
among  a largo  cirole  of  friends  in  Roland 
and  Great  Britain. 


I take  for  granted  that  rJl  of  us,  who 
participate  in  this  discussion  of  political 
action  by  co-operative  societies,  are  de- 
sirous of  arriving  at  definite  conclusions 
advantageous  to  the  movefnent  which  we 
serve.  1 think  the  best  way  to  promote 
such  a result  is  to  go  back  to  first  prin- 
ciples, and  I propose  to  follow  that  course 
in  my  present  contribution  to  the  debate. 
My  iriend,  Mr.  Watkins,  furnishes  me  with 
a test  in  his  reply  to  me  in  the  11  Co-opera- 
tive News  ” of  August  5tli  last.  He  says: 
11  Serious  students  of  the  movement  have 
always  thought,  as  did  the  Rochdale 
Pioneers,  that  the  time  must  come  when 
co-operators,  as  such,  must  take  responsi- 
bility for  what  is  called  ‘ Government,’  if 
their  ideals  are  to  be  fully  realised- and  the 
State  become  co-operative.”  I assume  that 
in  this -passage  lie  refers  to  the  well-known 
statement  of  their  aims  issued  by  the 
Rochdale  Pioneers,  viz.,  “ to  arrange  the 
powers  of  production,  distribution,  educa- 
tion, and  government.”  But  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  Pioneers,  whilst  of 
different  political  parties,  were  nearly,  if 
not  all,  followers  of  Robert  Owen  in'  his 
latest  projects,  and  they  proclaimed  their 
final  aim  to  be  ” to  create  a self-supporting 
home  colony.”  They  hoped,  in  fact, 
through  economic,  educational,  and  social 
work,  to  build  up  “communities”  which 
should  govern  themselves.  Capital  was  to 
have  its  interest,  and  profits  were  to  be 
accumulated,  as  far  as  possible*,  to  render 
tluv'  self-government  possible  for  which 
they  sought.  Meanwhile,  in  their  first  distri- 
butive enteririse,  they  established  the 
principle  of  ” Dividend  on  purchase,”  and 
in  their  first  productive  enterprise  they 
introduced  the  principle  of  “Bonus  to 
labour.” 

These  facts  are  historical,  and  they 
show  what  the  pioneers  meant  by  “ af rang- 
ing the  powers  of  production,  distribution, 
education, .and' government.”  They  sought, 
in  fact,  economic  and  social  freedom  for 
themselves,  not  party  politi  al  warfare. 
Quite  early,  however,  party  politics  effected 
a lodgment  into  the  co-operative  movement 
with  disastrous  results.  It  led  to  the 
splitting  up  of  the  Rochdale  members  into 
three  competing  societies,  called  respec- 
tively the  “Pioneers,”  the  “Conserva- 
tive,” and  the  “ Independent,"  societies, 
and  similar  disastrous  results ‘followed  in 
other  towns.  The  leaders  in  Rochdale, 
and  Lancashire  generally,  then  closed  their 
ranks  against  disunjring  forces.  They  left 
party  politics  and  religious  sectarianism 
to  the  individual  .choice  of  the  members, 
and  based  their  societies  ofi  impartiality, 
toleration,  equality,  and  an  open  door  to 
all.  In  their  third  step  of  progress — the 
founding  of  the  North  of  England  Whole- 
sale Society — they  sought  the  advice  of 
Edward  Vansittart  Neale  (a  Conservative), 
Thomas  Hughes  (a  Liberal),  Lloyd  Jones 
(an  Independent  Radical),  and  George 
Jacob  Hoiyoake. 

It  is  now  suggested  in  our  present  dis- 
cussion that  Neale,  Hughes,  Lloyd  Jones, 
anil  Hoiyoake  would  have  all  become 
followers  or  flnlle#gues.  of  Messrs.  Perry, 
Watkins,  and  Barnes  if  they  had  lived 
until  to-day.  This,  of-  course,  is  pure 
assertion,  and  those  who  declare  it  over- 
look an  important  fact.  The  idea  to 
commit  our  societies  to  party  politics  was 
urged  upon  us  Ion"  before  the  Swansea 
vote  and  was  emphatically  condemned  by 
n early  all  living  leaders,  including  the  four 
I have  just  mentioned.  Almost  the  last 
work  written  by  Mr.  Hoiyoake  contains 
his  emphatic  disapproval  of  the  partisan 
policy. 

The  fact  is  that  the  idea  of  using  co- 
operative funds  and  organisation  for  party 
electioneering  is  an  entire  reversal  of  the 
original  co-operative  policy.  When  our 
in ovem (?nt  was- threatened  with  the  injus- 
tice of  unfair  taxation,  the  Swansea  Con- 
gress passed  in  haste  a resolution,  the 
effect  of  which  was  only  foreseen  by  few. 
Several  who  assisted  in  passing  that  reso- 
lution have  quite  recently  confessed  to  me 
their  regrets,  in  view  of  the  policy  since 
pursued  by  the  so-called  Co-operative 
Party.  The  full  results  of  that  policy  have 
yet  to  be  realised,  but  some  of  the  conse- 
quences can  already,  with  certainty,  be 
foretold  because  they  are  inevitable  iu  the 
nature  of  things.  The  introduction  of 
pnrty  warfare  will  necessarily  diminish  the 
“goodwill”  of  large  sections  of  our  mem- 
bership, for  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  “co- 
operative” candidates  are  of  one  political 
party.  No  Conservative,  Liberal,  or 
Radical  can  subscribe  to  the  new  creed  or 
receive  the  coupon  issued  from  Pall  Mali". 
The  antagonism  engendered  by  electidlieer- 
ing  attacks  on  the  leaders  and  representa- 
tives of  parties,  other  than  the  Labour 
Party,  will  fester  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  many. long  after  the  elections  are  over.  * 
Let  us  see  what  it  means  to  the  move- 
ment ns  an  economic  and  social  one. 

“ Goodwill  ” is  the  most  valuable  asset  in 
the  success  of  any  enterprise.  Business 
jnen  devote  years  of  patient  iiidustrv  to 
bundin'"/  up  “ connection.”  Without 
“ goodwill,”  buildings,  fixtures,  and  stock 
lose  half  their  value.  Co-operative  socie- 
ties progressed  more  rapidly  than  ordinary 
trade  for  half-a-century,  because  they  had 
obtained  the  “ goodwill  ” of  custom  by 
making  it  a partner  in  their  profits  and  in 
control.  The  introduction  of  a new  ele- 
ment, which  alionatea  “goodwill,”  will 
necessarily  neutralise  the  co-operative 


advantage.  Meanwhile  co-operative  • 
ties  are  faced  with  the  competition  0f  , 
of  business  genius,  who  are  brintnml  ■ 6 
commerce  greatly  improved  liicqhort^ 
conducting  private  stores.  To-dnv  u,l.of 
is  placarded  with  alluring  invitation,  . 
custom: — 5 w 

“ See  you  at  So-and-So’s.” 

“Meet  your  friends  at  So-and-V, <> 
“Let  us  go  to  Wliat’s-liis-nanie’s " 

“ You’ll  do  ^better  at  Wfiat-you-nuj. 

And  similar  advertisements  A vk't 
accepting  one  of  these  invitation*  sj 
himself,  or  herself,  in  a place  which  is “ ! 
merely  a shop  but  a comfortable  and 
venient  rendezvous  and  club  There 
rest-rooms  with  easy  chairs  nnd  t01,cW 
cheap  and  good  restaurants  and  tea-room, 
reading  and  writing-rooms  and  libraries  ’ 
There  is  nothing  to  offend  in  the  ivav'nf 
political  ascendency  or  religious  pnketr 
rising  The  books,  magazines  and  narc'r,‘ 
furnished  for  reading  are  of  all  politics  and 
carefully  sorted  to  suit  all  tastes  If  u, 
presiding  genius  of  the  place  has  his  J: 
tical  party  preferences  lie  does  not  obtrude 
them  into  liis  business,  but  keeps  them 
carefully  separate.  He  realises  how  mini, 
it  costs  to  obtain  “ goodwill,”  and  u 
does  not  * lightly  sacrifice  it.  The  new 
position  for  co-operative  societies,  fi]U 
with  political  rancour,  will  be  a competi- 
tion  with  businesses  which  carefully  con] 
serve  “goodwill.” 

TO  BE  GOT  OVER. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

* S,1?.— With  every  desire  to  he  respectful 
to  Mr.  Greening,  wlloae  services  to  the  io- 
operative  movement  need  no  commendation 
irem  me,  I do  not  hesitate  to  sav  that  we 
are  attaching  too  much  importance  to  his 
opinion,  and  we  shall  be  well  adri^d  if  m 
drop  arguifcg  with  him  and  get  on  with  our 
noik.  Mr.  Greening  is  like  a hurdle  cn  the 
course,  to  be  got  over — not  for  us  tu  dis- 
mount at  and  examine. — Yours,  .Vc. 

W.  Finlay, 

Chairman,  Co-operati  c Party 
(Gorton  Division). 


“ 0LDR0YD,”  Our  Serial  Story, 

Continued  from  page  7. 

“ Happen  so,”  she  answered  combatively, 
-but  Tiw’ve  kept  another.  Alice  is  dead 
and  buried.  She  axed  me  wi’  her  lost 
breeath  to  bring  her  lass  here  and  tell  you 
what  had  happened.” 

Oldroyd's  hands  clenched  tightly,  and 
his  chin  swung  from  side  to  side  ns  if  his 
collar  were  too  small  for  him,  thou  stopped 
with  a jerk.  “ Why  didn’t  you  inform  me 
that  she  was  ill?''1  he  asked  sourly. 

She  wouldn’t  let  me,”  the  old  woman 
answered.  ” A’ win  nowt  to  him,"  she  said. 
“ He’ll  be  better  pleeased  if  you  tell  him 
A’ win  safe  under  t’  sod.” 

It  was  a bitter  message,  almost  from  the 
grave,  and  made  Oldrovcl  wince,  though 
there  v«me  no  change  in  his  expression. 

And  this  is  her  daughter,”  lie  said,  look- 
ing at  the  child,  whose  fingers  clung  ted- 
iously to  the  withered  hand. 

“Aye,  this  is  her,”  said  Mrs.  Strutbers, 
putting  an  arm  round  the  little  ona’s 
shoulders  in  protective  affection. 

He  stared  at  the  small  figure  with  critical 
eyes,  feeling  nothin"  of  the  thrill  that 
stirred  him  when  Tie  first  saw  her  baby 
face  beneath  a sheltering  shawl.  She 
looked  slight  and  frail,  and  her  features 
possessed  the  same  delicate  prettiiiess  ns 
lier  mother’s  once  displayed  ; but  her  eyes 
were  grey  like  liis  own,  exactly  the  same 
shade,  though  larger,  softer,  and  fall 
timid  wonder.  “It  is  rather  unfortunate 
for  the  child, " he  said  at  last,  “ but  K 
cannot  be  helped.  You  know  that  1 sent 
ten  shillings  each  week  to  her  mother.  1 
will  send  it  to  you  instead.  I suppose  y°u 
are  willing  to  look  after  her?” 

“ Aye,  willin’  enough,”  the  old  woman 
answered.  “ For  Aw’ve  grown  fond  of  hofi 
but  Aw’m  in  a bad  way.  Timer’s  snn;mnj 
matter  wi’  mi  heart.  T doctor  says  A"’® 
likely  to  snuff  "it  any  niinnit.  "'ini 
happen  to  her  than?”  ... 

Oldroyd  frowned.  This  shadow  from 
last  had  intruded  upon  his  dreams  j 
li  the  multitude  of  his  affairs  be  j1, 
a 1 most  forgotten  it.  The  child  was  Prot-' 
too.  She  brought  back  memories  that 
not  pleasant.  He  took  five  s0Vertl?t 
from  liis  pocket  and  placed  them  in  ,r0. 
of  Mrs.  Strutbers.  “ Take  those, 
said,  “ and  go  home.  The  ten  slid  qj 
will  be  paid  to  you  if  you  keep  snent. 
make  other  arrangements  about  the  <•'  ‘ 

You  will  not  be  troubled  with  her  for 
than  a week  or  two.”  .3 

Mrs.  Strutbers  picked  up  the  ni.one-V^ir 
rose.  “ You  needn't  fear,”  she  said. 
shan’t  talk.  Aw’m  none  proud  o 
ippened,  anv  more’n  you  are; 
sail  miss  her.  God  knows  Aw  sal 

She  hobbled  out,  looking  older  and [Tw 
faded  than  ever,  and  the  brightness  • g 
eyes  was  dimmed  for  once  by  gal 
tears. 

[TO  BJ?  CONTINUED. J 
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'a  danger  point. 

CONSTRUCTIVE  ABILITY  REQUIRED. 

PROPAGANDA  at  maesteg. 


a SERIES  of  propaganda  meetings  were  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  G.  E.  Griffiths,  the  national 
propagandist  organiser,  at  Caerau  and  Maesteg 
during  the  past  week. 

The  first  meeting  was  with  the  Maesteg  amt 
District  Labour  Tarty  executive,  over  which 
jlr.  Evan  Williams,  miners'  ag6nt,  presided. 

jfr.  Griffiths  addressed  the  meeting,  and 
created  a very  good  impression.  Many  ques- 
tions were  asked,  and  the  replies  greatly  appre- 
ciated, the  result  being  that,  another  meeting 
js  to  be  called  immediately  to  discuss  how  to 
bring  about  a better  understanding  between 
the  local  labour  party  and  the  co-operative 
society. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  Mr.  Griffiths  met 
the  Women's  Guild  at  Maesteg,  and  ft  very 
interesting  discussion  took  place,  with  Mrs. 
Sconrficld  in  the  chair. 

In  the  evening  a meeting  was  held  at,  the 
Caeiau  Library,  with  Councillor  John  Hughes 
in  the  chair,  and  although  it  had  been  an- 
nounced that  Mr.  Jack  Mills,  M.P.,  and  Mr. 
Griffiths  were  to  speak,  the  former  did  not  put 
in  an  appearance.  However,  Mr.  Griffiths  held 
a crowded  hall  interested  for  over  an  hour. 
He  pointed  out  that  he  was  the  national  propa- 
gandist agent  of  both  sides  of  the  movement — 
the  trading  side,  as  represented  by  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society,  and  the  ethical 
and  educational  side,  as  represented  by  the  . 
Co-operative  Union — and  that  Loth  sides  were 
to-day  imperative  and  necessary,  as  although 
the  movement  represented  in  bulk  millions  of 
money,  the  average  share  per  family  was  only 
£16  10s.  Out  of  these  meagre  resources  they 
were  expected  to  build  a new  social  order.  The 
past  few  years  had  revealed  to  them  the 
hopelessness  and  insincerity  of  the  present 
system  of  society,  and  out  of  its  ineptitude 
had  come  all  the  poverty  and  squalor  of  the 
present  time.  The  remedies  the  present  system 
offered  were  at  once  foolish  and  extravagant — 
the  catch-cry  for  some  time  past  had  been  more 
production,  but  it  was  not  more  production, 
but  a saner  form  of  distribution  that  was 
needed,  for  as  production  had  been  accelerated 
the  pressure  of  poverty  had  become  more 
severe. 

Practical  Co-operation. 


On  Friday  evening,  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Maesteg,  a further  meeting  wa£  held,  with  Mr. 
C.  Stentiford  in  the  chair,  and  supported  by 
(which  was  a very  pleasing  feature  of  the 
meeting)  County  Councillor  John  Evans,  J.P., 
Councillors  William  Betty,  John  Hughes,  and 
Thomas  Jenkins,  who  are  all  ardent  co-opera- 
tors. Jlr.  Glanville  Davies,  one  of  Wales’  best 
singere,  rendered  a few  solos,  with  an  encore 
after  each. 

Mr.  Griffiths  was  the  first  speaker,  and,  as  on 
the  previous  evening,  dealt  very  ably  with 
practical  co-operation. 

Then  Miss  Minnie  Pallister,  in  the  course  of 
a remarkable  address,  presented  some  original 
and  compelling  views  in  support  of  the  co- 
operative society  and  the  co-operative  system. 
She  said  the  co-operative  movement  had, 
through  its  very  success,  reached  a danger- 
Point  in  its  career.  There  was  a time  when 
co-operators  were  repressed  and  pei-secutcd, 
hut  to-day  the  movement  was  too  rich  and 
powerful  to  be  roughly  handled,  and  so  it  was 
no  longer  sufficient  for  co-operators  simply  to 
he  on  the  defensive — to  be  satisfied  with  a 
merely  negative  attitude.  Neither  co-opcra- 
lors  nor  any  other  section  of  the  comtpunity 
"ould  live  for  ever  in  a negative  way.  It  was 
casy  loke  a stand  against  open  opposition 
and  persecution,  but  when  opposition  relaxed 
a,‘d  persecution  ceased  it  was  necessary  to 
come  positive,  and  to  show  not  only  defensive 
strength,  but-  constructive  ability  as  well. 
( nce  this  was  a time  of  co-operative  danger  ; 
co-operators  failed  to  develop  constructive 
a ‘hty,  the  co-operative  movement  could  not 
survive. 


On  Saturday  morning  Mr.  Griffiths  met  a 
< ressed  the  Maesteg  District  of  the  Mine 
oration,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  tl 
oetter  atmosphere  has  been  created  betwc 
c miners  and  the  co-operative  movement. 
- r.  Griffiths  also  succeeded  in  securing  1 
a Morn,  M.P.,  to  address  two  meetings 
operation  during  the  coming  winter, 
he  meetings  have  created  a great  deal 
uninU8lf5m  amon8  ^-operators  ami  tn 
comrnT|S*  ant*  *fc  “ hoped  that  a propagar 
Work"  C°  1)0  Befc  up  40  car,,y  on  the  gc 
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twopenny  trams. 

CHEAP  TRAVEL  AND 

CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE. 


ROYAL  ARSENAL 

SOCIETY. 

“ EXTREM  ELY  SATISTACTORY.” 


GOOD  DISPLAY  OF 

BLOOMS. 

ROYAL  ARSENAL  FLOWER  SHOW. 


[“  Co-operative  News  ” Special.] 

Whatever  are  the  shortcomings  of  the 
London  County  Council,  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  providing  Londoners  with  cheap 
transit  on  the  trains.  Between  the  hours 
of  tea  and  four  on.  every  day  but  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  it  is  possible  to  travel  from  the 
Thames  Embankment  to  the  tram  termini 
in  the  outer  suburbs  for  twopence.  For 
this  modest  fare  one  can  explore  South 
London  and  find  oneself  at  the  finish  admir- 
ing the  rural  charms  of  Abbey  Wood,  near 
Woolwich — a distance  of  about  thirteen 
miles.  In  other  directions  for  the  same 
money,  the  tripper  can  be  transported  to 
M imbledon,  with  its  salubrious  common  and 
golf  links,  or  to  the  rustic  surroundings  of 
Southend,  on  the  other  side  of  Gilford,  and 
eastward  from  Bloomsbury  to  the  Epping 
Forest  district. 

It  is  • a marvel  of  cheap  travel  made 
possible  by  the  larger  system  of  eo-oparalion 
known  as  municipal  enterprise.  At  a mini- 
mum of  cost  the  weary  worker  is  transferred 
to  the  many  country  spots  which  on  the 
outer  edge  afford  a striking  contrast  to  the 
congerte  of  towns  we  call  London.  One 
cannot  help  feeling  regretful  that  although 
the  Council  are  doing  their  utmost  to  popu- 
larise the  trams,  they  still  neglect  the 
Thames.  A few  years  ago,  in  response  to  a 
clamour  for  economy,  led  by  the  North- 
cliffe  Press,  the  L.C.C.  scrapped  the  steam- 
boat service,  selling  the  vessels  at  a.  loss. 
It  was  found  that  there  was  a loss  on  the 
working,  representing  about  one  farthing  in 
the  pound  on  the  rates.  Now  the  “ silent 
highway,”  with  its'liis'Ierical  associations, 
is  deserted  as  far  as  a regular  passenger 
service  is  concerned.  Possibly  if  some 
scheme  of  cheap  fares  in  the  day  time  had 
been  adopted  the  steamboats  might  have 
shown  a surplus  on  the  light  side. 

Reverting  to  the  tram  trips,  the  experi- 
ment has  now  been  in  force  a sufficient  time 
to  demonstrate  its  popularity. 

The  suburban  trams,  instead  of  being  run 
empty  in  the  mid-day  hours,  are  usually  well 
filled,  mostly  with  thrifty  housewives  on 
shopping  expeditions.  On  the  return 
journey  in  the  afternoon  one  secs -a  low  of 
parcels  held  by  their  proud  purchasers  rep- 
resenting the  latest  bargains  obtainable  at 
the  big  London  emporiums. 

In  seeing  these  carloads  of  customers  one 
is  inclined  to  speculate  as  to  the  amount  of 
co-operators’  money  which  is  now  being  car- 
ried past  the  store  to  London,  attracted  by 
the  prospects  of  a twopenny  ride.  The  large 
London  stores  now  offer  every  inducement 
with  their  bargain  basements,  cutting  lines, 
and  the  social  amenities  which  are  to  be 
found  under  the  roof.  Here  are  usually'to 
be  found  wider  selections  of  goods  than  can 
be  seen  a(i  the  oi dinary  co-operative  branch 
store.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  with  the 
allurement  of  a twopenny  ride  to  town,  and 
the  prospect  of  picking  up  a bargain  as  an 
incident  of  the  journey,  co-operators  are 
forgetting  the  claims  of  their  own  stores? 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  these  times  when 
every  pound  of  trade  is  needed  by  our  socie- 
ties there  should  be  this  strong  counter- 
attraction.  The  competition  is  probably  a 
permanent  one.  Cheapness  makes  an  irre- 
sistible appeal  to  Everyone  in  travel  as  in 
other  ways.  ^ Seeing  that  suburban  people 
are  travelling  in  large  numbers  to  the 
centre  for  their  shopping,  the  need  is  once 
more  emphasised-  for  a ‘‘Co-operative  Sel- 
fridge’is,”  in  a prominent  position.  The 
time,  of  course,  is  not  opportune  for  mak- 
ing a start,  but  the  plan  should  be  kept  in 
view  in  older  that  something  practical  may 
b?  done  when  conditions  are  more  normal  on 
the  lines  proposed  by  Mr.  Burt  Williams  for 
securing  a central  emporium  and  official 
headquarters. 


MANAGERS'  PLANS. 

The  London  District  of  the  National  Co- 
operative Managers'  Association  is  busily 
engaged  in  making  plans  for  the  winter 
season.  Arising  out  of  Mr.  Gordon  Self- 
ridge’s visit  to  a meeting  of  the  society 
some  months  ago,  efforts  are  now  being 
made  to  get  Miss  Burlton,  director  of  edu- 
cation at  the  great  Oxford-street  stores,  tq 
address  a meeting  at  Leman-street  on 
October  11th;  and  on  November  8th  Sir 
Charles  Higliam,  the  famous  advertising 
agent,  is  to  speak  at  a meeting  of  the 
association  on  the  subject  about  which  he 
knows  so  much.  For  both  these  interesting 
meetings,  invitations  are  being  given  to 
members  of  general  and  educational  com- 
mittees. 


Tiif.  half-yearly  meetings  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society,  livid  last  week,  show  an 
extremely  satisfactory  position,  considering 
all  circumstances.  The  sales  for  the  twenty- 
five  weeks  amounted  to  £1,396, 590a  as  com- 
pared with  £1.581,009  for  the  previous 
twenty-seven  weeks,  and  with  £1,782,293 
for  the  half-year  ended  July,  1921.  After 
making  allowances  for  thq-  varying  periods 
of  the  comparative  balance  sheets,  the  sales 
show  decreases  of  4.6  per  cent,  and  18.5  per 
cent,  respectively. 

Since  July,  1920,  stocks  have  declined  in 
value  by  no  less  a sum  than  £15,764,  and 
the  estimated  saving  in  cash  required  to 
carry  stocks  was  £169,000,  equal  to  nearly 
fjd.  in  the  pound  on  checks  returned  and 
wages  paid  last  half-year.  A sum  of  £4,000 
was.  put  aside  as  a reserve  for  any  further 
liability  on  stock  reductions. 

Amounts  received  to  credit  of  share  and 
loan  capital  nqd  deposit  bonds,  &e.,  totalled 
£161.661.  whilst  withdrawals  and  repay- 
ments aggregated  £168,775.  At  the  close 
of  the  half-year  the  share  and  loan  capital 
was  £1,117, 189 , only  £2,387  less  than  at  the 
beginning  of  tlie  period,  a fact  on  which  the 
society  can  congratulate  itself. 

The  committee  announced  that  it  was 
their  intention  to  carry  on  an  active  cam- 
paign for  the  increase  of  sales  in  the  dairy 
department.  Dr.  C\  W.  Saleeby,  the  well- 
known  leader  of  the  campaign  for  a pure 
milk  supply,  had  made  an  examination  of 
the  dairy  arrangements  at  Woolwich,  and 
his  satisfactory  comments  thereon  will 
shortly  lie  circulated.  A new  dairy  attached 
to  the  Rushey  Green  branch,  equipped  on 
the  latest  lines,  will  be  opened  within  the 
next  few  weeks. 

Extensions  at  Peckliam  Rye  are  being 
made,  and  the  tailoring  and  boot  depart- 
ments nt  this  branch  will  shortly  be  trans- 
ferred to  new  and  up-to  date  premises  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  Full  office 
accommodation  for  the  transaction  of  mem- 
bers' share  business,  &c.,  is  also  being 
instituted  at  this  branch. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 


Rainham. — Jlr.  F.  Barden  presided  over 
the  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held,'  in 
tlie  Chapel-lane  Schoolroom,  on  August 
26th.  In  the  half-yearly  report  the  com- 
mittee stated  that  the  sales  for  the  half-year 
amounted  to  £16,813,  showing  a decrease  of 
£4,602  compared,  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  Recognising  that  tho 
purchasing  power  of  the  members  was 
greatly  reduced  and  retail  values  had  fallen, 
tho  committee  considered  the  result 
was  very  satisfactory.  TI12  share  capital 
and  penny  bank  capital  stood  at  £18  S53  and 
£1,222  respectively.  The  leserve  fund 
amounted  to  £1.006.  and  investments 
totalled  nearly  £14,000.  After  meeting  all 
expenses,  interest  on  shares,  penny  bank, 
and  reserve,  depreciation  on  land,  buildings, 
<fce.,  the  disposable  balance  enabled  pa.vmant 
of  Is.  2d.  in  the  pound  on  members’  pur- 
chases. Tlie  record  of  members  stood  at 
899.  Messrs.  E.  G.  Anderson  and  G.  White 
were  le-efeet-ed  members  of  the.  committee. 
A resolution  in  favour  of  the  Rent  Res  tril  - 
lion Act  being  retained  was  adopter!  and 
forwarded  to  Major  G.  C.  H.  Wheler,  Jf.P. 


SUCCESSFUL  SHOW  AT 
' STAINES. 

A most  successful  horticultural  show  was 
held  in  the  Assembly  Hall,  Staines,  on 
August  19th,  by  the  Employees’  Club.  The 
event  was  so  well  supported  that  it  is  hoped 
next  year  it  will  be  011  a much  larger  scale. 
The  exhibits  were  of  a very  fine  order,  and 
did  great  credit  to  those  who  put  their 
labour  into  the  soil  to  help  nature  to  produce 
the  best  results  in  the  way  < f vegetables. 
There  were  also  splendid  exhibits  of  knit- 
ting, crochet  work,  hand-made  garments, 
silk  jumpers,  pen  sketches  on  d’ovleys.  fruit 
cakes,  plain  cakes,  fancy  rakes,  jam,  pickles, 
Arc.,  also  a handsome  muff  ami  stole  made 
from  beaver  skins  which  were  dressed  by 
the  exhibitor.  The  children  were  mot  for- 
gotten, and  there  were  classes  for  plain 
needlework,  knitting,  wild  flowers,  Meccano 
models,  coloured  map  drawings,  and  essays 
on  “ Co-operation.”  Hundreds  paid  admis- 
sion to  the  show,  and  were  wall  pleased  with 
the  exhibits.  Tugs-of-war  and  washing 
competitions  wound  up  one  of  the  best  of 
shows  and  a most  successfukday. 


ROCHESTER’S  DISTRESS  FUND. 

After  about  a year’s  experience,  it  is  now 
possible  to  speak  with  some  authority  of  the 
excellent  benevolent  fund  inaugurated  by 
the  Rochester  Society.  Tlie  fund  was 
started  with  a grant  of  £20  from,  the  so- 
ciety’s funds,  and  this  lias  been  renewed 
each  quarter.  In  addition,  the  employees 
have  established  n fund  of  their  own,  and 
whenever  the  management  committee  make 
a grant,  011  account  of  unemployment,  sick- 
ness, or  other  form  of  distress,  the  em- 
ployees add  to  it  50  per  cent,  from  their 
resources.  The  work  of  the  fund  adminis- 
trators has  been  greatly  appreciated,  and  it 
would  seem  that  other  societies  could  take 
up  the  idea  with  much  profit  nt  such  a diffi- 
cult period  of  industrial  depression  as  the 
present. 


A fixe  display  of  blooms  made  a prettj 
and  attractive  show  at  the  Pavilion  in  ibe 
C'o-operative  Woods,  Abbey  Wood,  on  Satur- 
day. The  occasion  was  the  flower  show 
organised  by  the  Royal  Arsenal  Co-operative 
Horticultural  Society. 

Silver  medals  were  given  for  the  florists’ 
exhibits,  including  the  gladioli  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Jones,  of  Lewisham,  and  a more  niLsc  ri- 
te neous  group  of  perennials  from  Messrs. 
Pope  and  King,  of  Abbey  Wood;  .Mr.  R.oc- 
nian,  F.R.H.S.,  of  Charlton,  showed  the 
violas,  which  are  his  speciality.  The  vellou 
coreopsis  and  a particularly  fine  gnillinrdia 
(shown  by  Jlr.  Mills)  were  conspicuous  rise- 
2ii  T,,e  Potnto  classes  were  excellently 
filled,  and  the  “ Majestic  " variety  was  111 
the  majority.  Long  beet  ousted 'the  earlier 
round  beet  from  beetroot  classes.  Oilher 
vegetables  included  some  fine  celery 

An  interesting  section  was  devoted  to 
rabbits,  and  there  were  some  excellent 
exhibits  of  various  breeds.  The  special  bli- 
the best  rabbit  in  the  show  went  to  Mr.  W. 
J.  Rausley  for  a black  and  tan  which  ran 
the  cup  winner  very  hard  in  a London  show 
ot  tlie  club  for  these  rabbits.  - 

Mr.  H.  J.  Jones  judged  tlie  flowers  and 
vegetables.  Messrs.  Mannering  ind  Ratusley 
were  stewards  <cf  the  rabbit  section.  ‘ Mem- 
bers of  the  ” Nells  ” Nigger  Troupe  showed 
capital  voices  in  songs  and  concerted  pie-es. 
Mr.  W.  Parker  was  M.C.  at  the  subsequent 
dance  on  the  lawn. 

In  an  interlude  Mr.  J.  Dickinson  (chair- 
man of  the  education  committee  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society)  and  Jlr.  F.  L.  Birch 
(vice-chairman)  gave  short  addresses. 


AT  WHYMPSTONE  HALL. 

RECORD  ATTENDANCE  AT  SUMMER 
SCHOOL. 

A record-breaking  number  of  students 
met  at  the  delightful  guest-house,  owned  by 
the  Plymouth  Society,  at  Whympstcne,  last 
week,  for  the  summer  scliooi  arranged  by 
the  education  committee  of  the  Plymouth 
Society  in  conjunction  with  the  Co-operative 
Union.  This  is  the  sixth  year  in  which  such 
a school  has  been  held. 

On  Saturday,  tho Students’  Welcome” 
social  was  held,  when  Mrs.  Parkin  (Ply- 
mouth Society’s  education  committee)  gave 
the  official  welcome  of  that  body  to  those 
assembled,  and  Miss  E.  M.  Fountain  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  Co-operative  Union.  Jlr. 
J.  T.  Robson  (educational  secretary  of  the 
Plymouth  Society,  and  one  of  the  lecturers  at 
the  school)  occupied  the  chair  for  the  even- 
ing, and  a greeting  1111,5  also  conveyed  by 
Jlr.  F.  Greenwood  (Torquay). 

The  Sunday  morning  address  was  entitled 
” A Few  Thoughts  from  Tennyson,”  given 
bv  Jfr.  Robson,  who  showed  Tennyson’s 
thoughts  as  lie  expressed  them  in  the  poem 
■'  In  Memoriam.”  T11  the  evening,  after 
supper.  Mias  Fountaiu  gave  a brief  talk  on 
• Ideals.” 

During  the  week  the  morning  lectures 
dealt  with  ‘‘Some  Reform  Jlovements  of 
the  Nineteenth  Century.”  and  the  students 
divided  into  two  classes  for  the  evening,  one 
subject  being  ‘‘Recent  Co-operative 
History,”  and  the  other.  “ History  and 
Principles  of  Co-operation.” 


The  members  of  the  Southern  Advisory 
Committee  cf  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society,  at  their  meeting  Inst 
week,  decided  to  send  a letter  of  condolence 
to  Jlrs.  Hainsworth  on  the  death  of  her 
husband. 


Mr.  Yates,  formerly  drapery  manager  to 
the  North-West  London  Society,  has  been 
presented  with  a wrist  watch  hv  his  fellow 
riiauagers  on  his  removal  from  the  Jletro- 
polis  to  take  up  his  new  post  ns  drapery 
buyer  to  the  Mansfield  Society. 

Good  progress  lias  been  made  in  the 
erection  of  a new  branch  store  by  the  South 
Suburban  Society  at  Portland-road.  South 
Norwood.  Tlie  society’s  educational  com- 
mittee are  establishing  a university  tutorial 
class  in  Croydon  in  conjunction  with  the 
Workers'  Educational  Association. 


Co-operative 
: Memories  : 

By  JAMES  DEANS. 

An  interesting  little  volume  of 
reminiscences  by  one  of  our 
oldest  and  most  versatile  pro- 
pagandists, which  every  co- 
operator  should  read. 

Foreword  by 
Sir  William  Maxwell. 

U One  Shilling  net.  Order  Now. 


Published  bv 

The  National  Co-operative 
Pd DLisiiiN c Society  Limited. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  inteaded  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  "Women's  Pages,” 
"Co-operative  News”  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


YOU  AND  US- WHY? 


LET  US  MAKE  A PACT 


WE  feel  a certain  sense  of  unusual  re- 
sponsibility just  now,  for  undoubtedly 
the  movement  in  general  is  looking  to 
the  women  to  hold  up  the  elbows  of  the 
management  committees  and  boards 
while  they  tide  over  the  most  difficult 
period  of  trade  difficulties. 


TO  BE  SMART  AND  SAVE  MONEY. 

SHOP  AT  OUR  STORES:  BUY  C.W.S.  GOODS. 
DRAPERY  SHOW  REFLECTIONS. 


At  every  conference,  at  all  societies’ 
meetings,  at  festivals  and  similar  gather- 
ings, the  speakers  who  do  not  permit 
themselves  to  fall  into  utter  pessimism 
concerning  the  future,  utter  appeals  to 
the  women  members  to  come  to  the 
rescue  and  revive  trade. 

Here  and  now  we  would  like  to  utter 
a word  in  season  to  speakers  in  general. 
Why  do  we  so  frequently  hear  of  the  YOU , 
as  applied  to  the  consumer,  and  the  US  as 
applied  to  the  management,  as  though 
there  existed  a regular  division  of  interest 
on  the  two  sides  of  the  stores  counter  ? 

Let  us  take  up  the  task  not  from  two 
opposite  sides  of  the  counter,  but  alto- 
gether in  the  conference-room  and  at  the 
meetings  of  members  and  committees. 


THE  TRADE  REVIVAL. 

WHY  NOT  A SUGGESTION 

CENSUS? 

Of  late  years  we  have  rejoiced  to  note 
that  the  management  has  taken  the 
members  more  into  their  confidence,  but 
still  more,  such  mutual  confidence  and 
understanding  is  needed.  Managers,  no 
doubt,  buy  as  they  think  to  the  best 
advantage  with  a view  to  the  presumed 
wants  of  their  members,  and  undoubtedly 
the  most  successful  managers  are  those 
who  most  nearly  gauge  these  wants  in 
proper  proportion. 

Hut  there  are  indications  that  this 
knowledge  is  not  general,  and  we  know, 
from  the  interviews  which  appeared  in 
last  week’s  “ Women’s  Pages,”  that 
members,  owing  to  the  serious  economic 
pressure,  are  falling  back  upon  methods 
of  trading  from  which  co-operation  has 
rescued  them  in  the  past7  and  little  heed 
is  being  taken  of  this. 

We  suggest  that  it  might  be  a good 
plan  for  every  society  to  have  in  its 
office,  or  to  issue  to  its  members,  con- 
fidential forms  of  inquiry  upon  which 
housewives  could  enter  details  of  goods 
they  feel  obliged  to  purchase  elsewhere, 
either  because  they  are  cheaper  in  quality 
or  can  be  obtained  on  credit. 

We  dare  not  go  back  to  the  credit 
system,  but  we  do  know  that  many  items 
of  household  requirements  (such  as 
blankets)  must  he  renewed,  and  schemes 
such  as  the  stamp  scheme  should  be  put 
into  operation  to  help  members  to  buy 
these  costly  items  upon  the  easiest  terms. 
A suggestion  census  might  reveal  many 
wants  of  which  the  management  are 
not  aware,  but  which  bring  many  hours 
of  anxious  consideration  to  the  Woman 
with  the  Basket.  If  only  the  men  folks 
would  believe  it,  housewives  in  the  mass 
do  not  buy  cheap  things* heedlessly  just 
because  they  are  cheap,  but  because  of 
the  necessity  which  presses  them  to 
make  the  money  go  as  far  as  possible  ! 


APPRECIATION. 


While  we  plead  for  this  greater  under- 
standing, we  rejoice  to  note  the  greater 
appreciation  which  the  movement  is 
showing  towards  the  efforts  women  are 
already  making  on  behalf  of  co-opera- 
tion. These  Appreciative  remarks  touch 
our  hearts  and  inspire  us  to  renewed 
efforts,  for  we  know  that  the  whole  of 
co-operation  is  not  merely  in  the  amount 
of  the  trade  we  can  do,  but  in  the  spirit 
in  which  it  is  done.  The  propaganda 
efforts  of  the  Women’s  Guild  and  the 
heartiness  with  which  they  throw  them- 
selves into  the  educational  and  philan- 
thropic side  of  co-operation  will  tell  in 
the  long  run  in  re-established  enthu- 
siasm throughout  our  movement,  and 
where  there  is  enthusiasm  loyalty 
quickly  grows  into  a plant  of  flourishing 
trading  revival. 


The  C.W.S.  Drapery  Show,  to  which 
special  space  is  given  in  this  week’s 
“ New's,”  reminds  us  that  not  only  is 
autumn  upon  us,  but  that  winter,  with 
all  its  demand  for  warm  clothing,  will 
soon  be  here.  And  it  is  something 
which  encourages 
our  sense  of  wcll-j 
being  to  know  that 
in  any  case  the 
shelves  of  our 
stores  will  be  well 
stocked  with  all 
that  can  ensure 
warmth,  comfort, 
elegance  and 
beauty,  if  we 
should  need  to  re- 
plenish our  ward- 
robes for  the 
coming  winter. 

I n practical 
things,  as  in 
ideals,  those  who 
lead  the  move- 
ment are  obliged 
to  keep  well  ahead 
of  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  the  show 
of  the  past  week  has  proved  how  well 
ahead  our  Wholesale  departments  are 
in  catering  for  the  vast  majority  of  our 
wants. 

To  be  able  to  keep  ahead  in  matters 
of  fashion  or  seasonal  novelties,  how- 
ever, departmental  managers  need  the 
active  co-operation  of  the  members,  or, 
alas ! will  it  be  for  the  next  balance 
sheets. 

The  shelves  must  be  cleared,  and 
cleared  quickly,  to  make  the  “ turn- 
over ” of  seasonal  novelties  tell  in  the 
realisation  of  surpluses.  It  is  here  that 
members — especially  housewives — can 
play1  a most  important  part  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  movement  during  the 
coming  winter.  Let  us  enter  into  a 
pact,  th^t  we  will  buy  no  other  article 
of  attire  elsewhere  until  we  have  first 
examined  the  goods  in  our  own  shop. 


So  many  women  are  apt,  because  they 
once  find  an  article  at  the  stores  com- 
pare unfavourably  with  a similar  article 
bought  outside,  to  tell  themselves, 
“it’s  no  use  trying  at  the  stores  again.’’ 
But  if  they  could  have  seen,  as  we  have, 
the  splendid  values 
offered  at  last 
Monday’s  Drapery 
Show,  they  would 
agree  that  on  the 
productive  side  our 
C.W.S.  is  not 
standing  still,  but 
making  great 
strides  in  values. 

With  ever  in- 
creasing means  of 
getting  about,  and 
the  introduction 
into  the  home  of 
up-to-date  informa- 
tion covering  com- 
ing fashions,  such 
as  “ Woman’s  Out- 
look ’ ’ now  carries 
to  every  corner  of 
the  co-operative 
world,  no  co-opera- 
tive woman  need 
ever  content  herself  with  dowdy,  old- 
fashioned  garments. 

If  our  stores  do  not  rise  to  the  occa- 
sion and  meet  the  improving  taste  of 
the  members,  then  it  should  be  our  busi- 
ness to  make  them;  it  should  be  our 
business  to  wake  them  up  to  the  fact 
that  the  C.W.S.  at  any  rate  knows  how 
to  cater  for  us. 

We  read  of  some  societies  buying  99 
per  cent,  of  their  drapery  goods  from 
co-operative  sources  and  doing  well, 
and  of  others  buying  as  little  as  33  per 
cent,  of  C.W.S.  goods  and  doing 
badly. 

We  guarantee  that  the  woman  who 
spends  99  per  cent,  at  her  stores  and 
insists  on  having  co-operatively-pro- 
duced goods,  is  going  to  be  considerably 
better  off  at  the  end- of  a year  than  the 
woman  who  spends  her  money  outside. 


SEEN,  HEARD,  AND  SKETCHED  AT  THE 
C.W.S.  DRAPERY  SHOW. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PRESS 


V. 

CAPITALIST  PRESS. 

& 

"The  ‘ WOMAN'S  OUTLOOK’ 

is  of  exceptionally  high  m:ri\  It  is  par- 
ticularly well  written  by  capable  con- 
tributors." 

" Other  women’s  papers  cannot  be  men- 
tioned in  the  same  breath  as  1 WOMAN'S 
OUTLOOK.’  There  i;  no  comparison." 

So  say  responsible  Capitalist  Journalists’ 

•S 

To  buy  one  copy  of  “ WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK  ’ 
is  not  enough.  Get  a new  subscriber  and  help  make 
it  a weekly  production,  and  so  deal  a blow  to  Capitalist 
productions. 


THE  CHARM  OF  THE  VELVET 
COAT. 

How  60on  we  weary  of  a song  of  fasliionl 
Immediately  a charm  becomes  the  popular 
craze  it.  is  but  short-lived,  and  there  aio 


Wool  and  silk  combinations, 
trimmed  with  lace,  of  wide 
knicker  style. 

few  exceptions.  However,  lliore  has  been 
ono  this  season.  Everyone  who  sj>orted  a 
little  velvet  coat,  in  nigger,  mole,  or  black, 


with  a Roman  Striped  skirt,  was  confident 
they  were  in  the  height  of  fashion.  And 
they  will  continue  to  be  in  tho  fashion  should 
they  choose  to  wear  the  same  outfit  this 
coming  season.  Wo  have  this  statement 
on  the  authority  of  the  dress  department's 
manager  at  the  Manchester  C.W.S.  Already 
he  is  selling  large  quantities  of  velvet  lor 
the  purpose.  Worn  wifh  the  addition  of  a 
fur,  these  velvet  coats  will  be  the  smartest 
wear  all  through  the  winter. 


THE  FUR  OF  THE  PEOPLE; 

Funs  are  no  longer  considered  luxuries, 
but  great  discernment  and  thought  should 
1*3  used  in  choosing.  For  serviceability-  and 
usefulness  skunk  and  sable  lead.  But  sable, 
at  prohibitive  prices,  is  bought  by  people 
to  whom  the  word  serviceability  and  useful- 
ness are  unknown.  Skunk  to-day  is  tho  fur 
of  tho  people.  But  there  are  others. 

In  the  fur  department  of  the  C.W.S.  at 
Manchester  we  were  privileged  to  see  some 
skunk  capes  just  arrived  from  Paris.  1’hey 
were  aristocrats  One,  a cape,  had  a waist- 
coat effect.  Its  silk  lining  had  been  em- 
broidered by  Parisian  lassies. 

Another  handsome  c-ross  fox  patiently 
awaited  the  fair  wearer  of  a brown  costume, 
but  we  shall  tell  our  readers  more  about 
-these  next  week. 


A new  guild  has  been  opened  at  Cray- 
ford.  The  officials  are: — Mrs.  Leekie, 
president;  Mrs.  Mitchell,  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Bishop,  secretary;  Mrs.  Crow,  assis- 
tant secretary  ; Mrs.  Jefferys,  treasurer ; 
and  Mesdames  Bird,  Davis,  Kennidy,  and 
Peacock,  committee. 


September  9,  i oi. 


PUT  THE  WOMEN  ON 

THE  JOB. 


Ueai,  Madam, -I  write  to  say 
article  m last  week  s jwges  with  the  ■»!  9 
title  attracts  and  holds.  Evidently 
writer  means  it  so  to  do.  Her  state®  ‘8 
are  dynamic,  for  they  are  crystal  ll 
Yes,  it  must  have  been  most  refreshing’ 
have  been  at  the  meetings  of  the  Nrr*h 
Western  Convalescent  Homes  and  to  1, 
heard  speaker  after  speaker  refer  to  thB 
excellent  work  done  by  women  it  m , 
my  memory  go  back  to  a meeting 
women’s  efforts  had  been  more  than  i1«„,,ir 
belittled,  and  when  going  home  in  th 
train  I met  live  new  members  of  the  cv! 
operative  movement.  These  promptly  ^ 
minded  me  that  it  was  through  a platform 
address  I had  recently  given  on  co-oDerafin. 
that  they  had  joined  up.  And  now— Ve,a 
now  they  would  unjoin.  I had  misled  them’ 
They  were  young  married  women  ami 
evidently  very  intelligent.  Their  'in(ijff 
nant  remarks  brought  out  their  intelU 
gence  in  a very  telling  way.  I think  that 
short  article  will  go  far  and  do  good.  Short 
articles  have  that  quality  sometimes. 

It  is,  however,  very  depressing  to  fimi 
the  “ Women’s  Pages  still  so  snialU 
still  only  one  more  than  one.  As  someone 
remarked:  “The  plural  is  saved  by  the 
‘ skin  of  its  teeth.'  ” I pass  this  on,  a$ 1 
am  unable  to  put  the  case  mathematically 

London.  Elizabeth  A.  Tooumkr 


MARRIED  WOMEN  AND 

PAID  POSITIONS, 


Dear  Madam, — I should  like  to  assure 
your  correspondents — Mrs.  Promlfoot  mid 
Mrs.  Neale — that  I am  a married  mother 
with  girls,  and  that  I appreciate  their 
letters.  I am  a woman  of  very  little  edu- 
cation, save  what  I have  learnt  by  experi- 
ence, which  I think  beats  everything.  Both 
correspondents  have  ignored  the  spirit  ol 
my  letter,  to  which  I still  adhere.  Womeu 
doctors  I am  not  concerned  about,  as  the;e 
are  a class  which  can  very  well  take  caro 
of  themselves.  I am  more  concerned  about 
my  own  class — the  workers.  We  should 
save  the  lives  of  many  child-bearing 
mothers  if  we  had  liiucli  better  bousing 
conditions  and  the  fathers  were  enabled  to 
work  "for  an  honest  wage.  We  should  then 
not  want  so  many  doctors. 

With  regard  to  women  on  our  co-opera- 
tive boards  of  management,  their  work  is 
largely  unremunerative,  and  I admire  tho3e 
who  do  it.  I should  not  advocate  the  with- 
drawal of  our  C.W.S.  woman  director,  Q3 
she  has  learnt  the  movement  by  heart,  and 
mostly  through  voluntary  work ; but  I 
think  the  salary  will  incite  ambitious 
women  with  trained  abilities.  Ambition 
will  bs  quite  all  right  so  long  as  it  is  in  tho 
interests  of  the'  movement  and  not  for  self- 
aggrandisement. 

I take  exception  to  one  comment  of 
Mrs.  Neale’s  letter  where  she  says:  ‘‘To 
restrict  married  women  from  paid  positions 
simply  because  their  husbands  can  keep 
them  is  likely  to  have  undesirable  effects." 
I would  ask  if  some  women  are  looking 
upon  married  life  as  a huge  joke  or  as  a 
pastime.  I repeat  that  it  is  the  serious 
duty  of  women  contemplating  married  life 
to  examine  themselves  as  to  whether  they 
are  prepared  to  take  on  such  responsible 
positions  as  wifehood  and  prospective 
motherhood,  although  there  is  no  pay 
attached  to  either,  save  through  the  l<wfl 
of  husband  and  children. 

I do  not  overlook  the  fact  that  the 
married  woman  teacher  would  have  to 
engage  a single  woman  to  take  care  of  her 
home  and  children,  and  perhaps,  ns  Mjs* 
Neale  suggests,  would  not  have  the  ability 
to  teach  other  people’s  children.  Rut  it 13 
not  logic  to  suggest  that  a married  woman 
teacher,  to  enable  her  to  go  cut  and  teac 
other  people’s  children,  should  leave  her 
own  to  the  care  of  a woman  with 
ability  than  herself.  A mother  should  gi™ 
of  her  best  to  her  own  children. 

Tho  voluntary  work  of  the  guilds  is  p|0j 
a married  woman’s  duty  than  a sin8 
woman's.  Of  course  the  young  women  a 
conspicuous  by  their  absence  if  they  ha 
to  earn  their  living.  We  married  ,,)otn®L 
mustl^protect  our  single  women  until 
times  as  they  can  *do  the  work  for  t ie 
selves.  „ 

Bristol.  • (Mrs.)  H.  Hiucins. 


MRS.  DEWSBURY  RETURNS 
THANKS. 

Dead  Madam,— Will  you  flirt  “,eJ 
through  your  pages,  to  thank  all  tI,e  '“,.t 
members  and  Guild  branches  who  ha** , 
such  kind  messages  and  loving  syn  P ' h 
They  will  understand,  I know,  that  I ^ 
possibly  answer  each  one  individually, 
the  eye  that  is  left  has  still  to  g°t  ^ 
toined  to  doing  the  work  of  two.  1 u ~ ^ 
to  say,  however,  that  the  operation 
far  successful  that,  although  the  o , 
has  gone,  the  other  seems  unaffecte  , 
that  there  have  been  no  conlP  ^ nCral 
After  ten  days  in  the  Scarborough  u 
Hospital,  my  husband  brought  me  11  u aCh 
Monday,  August  28th,  and  now  1 
day  gaining  strength.  I think  the  affl 
branches  will  know  that,  although 
booked  up  for  meetings,  I cn-nnot  r»  d ^ 
engagements  at  present,  and  I slini  ( c.cn 
if  they  will  cancel  any  dates  I may  y'V. 
for  the  months  of  September  and  inl<j 
After  that  I am  hoping  to  b?  able  to 
work.-I  am,  yours  sm«uely; 
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the  care  of  your  teeth. 

DENTISTRY  the  outpost  of  all  preventive  medicine 

treatment  under  c.w.s.  health  insurance. 

[By  Our  Own  Woman  Representative.] 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  sanctioned  the  giving  of  dental  benefit  by  the 
approved  societies  for  a period  of  five  years.  But,  as  in  everything  else,  co- 
operation has  superseded  tho  State,  for  the  Health  Insurance  Seotion  of  our 
C.w.S.  has  been  giving  this  treatment  for  some  time  now.  It  was  realised 
by  the  committee  that  many  internal  disorders  and  diseases  could  be  prevented 
by  this  treatment,  and  since  the  surplus  funds  allowed,  the  work  was  proceeded 
with.  Knowing  all  this,  and  with  a view  to  bringing  the  matter  once  more 
before  tho  attention  of  our  roaders,  we  thought  the  time  opportune  for  again 
intorviewing  Mr.  R.  Smith,  the  manager  of  the  Health  Insurance  Section,  to 
seo  how  far  co-operators  had  appreciated  the  benefit. 


"Thp.  co-operative  community,”  said 
Jlr.  R.  Smith,  “should  be  more  fully  in- 
formed as  to  the  very  simple  and  easy  way 
dental  treatment  is  afforded  by  the  C.W.S. 
Any  member  may  obtain  emergency 
treatment  immediately  by  going  to  any 
registered  dentist,  and  the  Health  Insur- 
ance Section  will  pay  for  such  treatment 
to  the  limit  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  More  even  than  this  is  done,  for 
if  a patient  requires  extractions,  stoppings, 
4c.,  these  may  be  secured  free  of  charge 
by  making  ft  written  application  to  the 
Health  Insurance  Section  and  obtaining  a 
form,  upon  receipt  of  which  any  registered 
dentist  will  indicate  exactly  what  is  re- 
quired, when  the  section  will,  upon  receipt 
of  the  particulars  indicated,  authorise 
the  dentist  in  writing  to  carry  out 
ivhat  is  necessary.  There  is  no  delay  and 
no  red  tape.  Members  should  place  them- 
selves unreservedly  in  our  hands,  and 
we  will  look  after  their  interests  and  see 
that  proper  treatment  is  afforded  by  the 
most  expert  dentists  in  the  most  scientific 
way. 

“This  is  my  message  to  your  women 
readers:  Do  not  be  afraid  of  going  to  the 
dentist.  There  is  no  need.  Modern 
methods  are  such  that  it  is  literally  true 
to  say  that  teeth  are  treated  without  the 
patient  suffering  any  pain  whatever.  It  is 
a great  asset  to  a person  to  know  that  an 
approved  society  is  prepared  to  assist  their 
case  if  an  application  is  made  in  the  manner 
indicated  above.  It  is,  however,  most  in- 
advisable and  improper  for  persons  them- 
selves to  go  and  arrange  with  a private 
dentist  for  work  to  be  done  at  an  excessive 
charge  and  then  to  ask  the  approved 
society  to  discharge  the  liability. 

“ In  the  ease  of  members  requiring 
new  dentures,  they  themselves  must  bear 
a part  of  the  cost.  This  payment,  how- 
ever, is  not  made  to  the  dentist,  as  tlie 
.approved  society  would  not  permit  money 
of  anv  kind  to  pass  between  the  patient 
and  tne  dentist.  The  proportion  of  the 
cost  borne  by  the  patient  is  paid  to  the 


society— when  the  work  is  done  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  patient — who  discharges 
the  account  in  full  to  the  dentist.  Thus 
he  makes  no  bad  debts,  and  has  an^abso- 
lute  guarantee  of  the  charges.  Whenever 
a patient  unknowingly  goes  to  an  unquali- 
fied and  unregistered  practitioner  it  is  not 
unusual  that  an  excdssive  charge  is  made. 
Ten,  twelve,  and  fourteen  guineas,  and 
even  more,  are  sometimes  asked  for  com- 
plete dentures,  upper  and  lower.  Members 
of  the  Health  Insurance  Section,  however, 
are  • able  to  receive  treatment  from  the 
leading  dentists  in  the  country,  and  tlie 
materials  used  are  of  the  most  serviceable 
and  suitable  character,  while  the  workman- 
sliip  and  fitting  are  all  that  could  he 
desired.  This  is  done  at  a charge  consider- 
ably lower  than  the  ten,  twelve,  or  four- 
teen guineas  frequently  demanded  by  tho 
unqualified  practitioner.  Of  course  the 
patient  is  at  liberty  to  choose  anv  qualified 
dentist  on  the  register.  The  only  anxiety 
the  C.W.S.  Health  Insurance  Section  has, 
is  to  protect  the  member  against  excessive 
charges  and  unqualified  treatment. 

“It  is  quite  safe  to  say,”  continued  Mr. 
Smith,  “that  we  were  one  of  the  first  to 
offer  this  additional  benefit,  and  when  we 
extended  it  we  found  that  women  were 
quicker  in  taking  advantage  of  it  than 
men.  To-day,  this  is  not  so,  and  I can  only 
surmise  that  it  is  the  fear  that  women 
have  of  visiting  the  dentist  which  prevents 
them  taking  advantage  of  the  treatment. 
Do  impress  upon  them  that  they  have 
nothing  to  fear  1 We  have  dealt  with 
hundreds  of  cases,  and  the  service  thus 
afforded  is  thoroughly  appreciated,  as  is 
testified  by  the  many  letters  of  apprecia- 
tion received  by  the  section  from  its 
members.” 

It  is  a very  great  pity  that  women  do 
not  give  more  attention  to  their  teeth.  If 
they  only  took  the  little  time  necessary  to 
brush  the  teeth  with  only  salt  and  water 
an  immense  advantage  would  accrue. 
Attention  to  the  teeth  at  regular  intervals 
is  a matter  of  serious  import  to  the  general 
health. 


GOOD  NEWS  FOR  THE  HOUSEWIFE. 

THE  CAV.S.  AND  YOUR  HOME  BEAUTIFUL. 


NO  NEED  TO  GO  OUTSIDE  THE  MOVEMENT. 


Good  news  for  the  housewife ! 

^oxt  month  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  a 
ci  blankets  for  the  modest  sum  of 
aw.  Cd. ! Yes,  all  wool,  and  made  at  our 
n ,ittleborou$i  mill ; so  don’t  shiver 
mrough  the  coming  winter,  for  these 

Blankets  are  j’>st  dirt  cheap.  Remember 
‘all  wool”  guarantee! 
isave  your  pennies  for  this  very  special 
jer  in  October.  We  heard  of  this  bargain 
« the  greys  and  flannels  department,  where 
re  is  very  little  that  is  not  of  co-opera- 
41.  0ln'!Umh|('ture.  It  was  also  good  to  know 
at  the  C.W.S.  were  the  makers  of  the 
autiful  scarlet,  blue,  and  white  flannels  on 
.TO!  that  the  grey  sheetings,  calicoes, 
mill  .I  ISA  sheets  came  from  our  Bury 
difr  • ..Oxford  shirtings  from  the  llnd- 

fcrcuo  »i  1 Uu*on  shirtings  from  “ Dob- 
rj.fi*  i blankets  from  Littleborough ; and 
our  '^[a-kets  (white  and  coloured)  from 

on?t 8 ,^Ianche8ter  department  is,  indeed, 
onr  i,°  x Proud  of — but  then  we  could  lose 
diesteTc  W S ery  dopartmenfc  of  Gie  Man- 

cliiff,?  'nSfc  "P  there  is  a charming 

S"e.Uev  designed  for  lingerie.  This 
(lesLr.at^  >°Vr  eyes  at  ouce-  Dainty 

deeoMi.,  i"  de^cate  blues,  greys,  and  pink, 
rogewf^  "’’Gi  butterflies,  swallows,  or  wee 
2s  ’ co,u*d  he  obtained  for  about 
• otJ.  a yard. 

*=00^  ne'vs — towels,  tablecloths,  and 
Wfi  m«a^s  nre  n1'  specially  reduced.  And 
small  must  bo  made  of  the  display  of 

effort  IT;*1,  tea-cloths,  with  a cretonne 
a on  (a  JUst  the  thing  for  societies  boasting 
°r . tea-room.  All  the  dainty 
Pillow  *lllcn  table-cloths,  and  snowy 

iiaJo£„nt  th«  C.W.S.  bore  the  l.all- 
from  tlm  3nce.,.or  they  are  productions 
Bordei.  ” C0'°Perative  factory  “ Across  the 

you  'l^t  in  curtains?  Well,  if 

ttake  “in  the  swim  ” you  will 

Windows  beautiful  with  a pair  of 


combination  curtains.  These  are  similar  to 
the  vitrage  net  curtains,  only  you  cannot 
buy  them  by  the  yard.  Combination  cur- 
tains, however,  are  rather  expensive,  and  if 
you  want  sometliing  cheaper  tlien  your  taste 
would  be  a vitrage  net  all-over  pattern. 
Curtains  can  be  made  of  these  for  very 
little.  Don’t  forget  when  buying  coloured 
or  plain  easement  cloths  at  .your  society  to 
ask  if  they  are  productions  from  the  C.W.S. 
Radcliffe  mill. 

For  those  who  do  not  care  for  lace  or 
casement  curtains,  or  the  homely  look  of 
cretonne  at  their  windows  the  tapestry 
curtains  will  enchant.  They  are  the  aristo- 
crats of  the  curtain  world.  To  those  who 
cannot  afford  such  luxuries,  their  choice  will 
fall  upon  the  plushette  curtains.  Distinctly 
beautiful,  yet  they'  are  reasonable  in  price. 

The  productionBnOf  the  S. C.W.S.  cannot 
be  overlooked.  They  lent  themselves  to  a 
pretty  display  in  the  Manchester  depart- 
ment. Linen  table-tiovers,  night-dress 
^ cases,  duchosse  sets,  and  embroidered  Holland 
cushion  covers  possess,  like  the  inhabitants 
of  the  land  they  liajl  from,  sterling  qualities. 

All  these  articles  avail  have  a claim  upon 
the  co-operative  housewife. 

Winter  is  coming.  And  you  will  be  sure 
to  want  n down  quilt.  Of  course  it  will  be 
tlie  one  with  tho  best  reputation,  a Balloon 
down  quilt,  sumptuous  examples  of  which 
you  can  get  from  your  society  for  47s.  lid., 
in  downproof  sateen. 

A very  special  bargain  is  the  37s.  lid. 
two-bordered  “ Filestra  ” down  quilt,  also 
our  own  productions.  Cretonnes  in  many 
beautiful  patterns  and  vivid  colourings  for 
curtains  or  mnking  those  loose  coverings  to 
freshen  up  the  furniture  for  the  autumn 
should  retail  from  Is.  3d.  n yard. 
“ Shadow  ” cretonne  is  delightfully  alluring, 
and  is  well  worth  the  extra  cost,  for  it  has  t\ 
thousand-and-one  use®. 

Really,  women,  can  you  think  of  going 
past  your  stores  when  your  own  C.W.S.  <an 
meet  your  requirements  like  this,  and  when 
our  factories  are  needing  trade? 


EVERYBODY’S  KNITTING 
JUMPERS. 

"Everybody’s  knitting  jumpers.”  It  is 
two  years  since  this  little  ditty  attained  the 
height  of  its  popularity,  and  yet  the  same 
thing  can  truthfully  be  said  to-day.  A 
knitted  silk  jumper  trimmed  with  'rabbit 
wool  is  still  an  indispensable  item  of  dress. 
Prioes,  however,  are  often  ruinous,  so  every 
clever  girl  solves  the  ^problem  and  knits  or 
crotchets  her  own.  In  the  haberdashery 
department  of  the  C.W.S.  there  is  a multi- 
farious display  of  silk  and  wool  jumper 
materials.  The  shades?  Impossible  to 
enumerate  them.  From  sombre  browns  and 
black  to  bizarre  yellow  and  orange,  it  is  very 
easy  to  suit  everyone’s  taste.  Of  course, 
the  haberdashery  department  contains, 
besides  jumper  wools,  all  the  little  sundries 
which  arc  so  very  important,  “ Fcr  want  of 
a button  ” what  comedies  and  tragedies 
have  been  enacted.  There  is  no  dearth  of 
buttons  here.  They  are  stocked  in  thou- 
sands. Pins,  tapes,  sewing  cottons  what 
sums  a, re  expended  on  these  little  trifles 
yearly,  otherwise  our  haberdashery  depart- 
ment would  not  be  what  it  is,  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  flourishing  departments 
of  the  Wholesale. 


At  a Cheshiro  and  North  Wales  confer- 
ence of  the  Men’s  Guild,  hold  on  August 
26th,  Councillor  Wright  (district  secre- 
tary),  in  his  report,  expressed  pleasure  at 
the  progress  of  the  AVomen’s  Guild,  which 
societies  could  beneficially  assist  by  pro- 
viding a stock  of  the  various  appliances  of 
the  sick  room,  for  loan  to  members,  either 
for  a few  pence  per  week  or  free  of  charge. 


NEWS  FROM  ALL  PARTS. 

A new  branch  has  been  opened  at  Purton 
near  Swindon,  by  Mrs.  Taylor  (district 
secretary).  The  president  is  Mrs.  A, 
Osman : vice-president,  Mrs.  Ricks  j secre- 
tary, Mrs.  Fletcher ; treasurer,  Mrs. 
Millnn : and  committee,  Mesdames  Gough, 
A.  Ricks,  A.  Morse,  and  Woolford. 


A T\air  member 
of  Chipping 
Norton  advertised 
“ Russet  Tea”  in, 
the  recent  Hos- 
pital Saturday, 
Carnival. 


The  Swindon  Guild  recently  opened  their 
■winter  session.  Mrs.  Sansum  gave  lier 
report  from  Congress,  and  tlie  Secretary 
gave  a report  of  a district  meeting  held  .at 
Reading. 

We  rogret  to  record  the  death  of  two 
Sheffield  guildswomen,  Mesdames  Clayton 
and  Jackson  of  the  Parkwood  Springs  Guild. 
They  will  be  very  much  missed  in  tlie 
Neepsend  area. 


Clothe  the  Youngster 


in  the 


light  Raiment. 


Ask  at  Your 
Store  for  the 

C.W.S.  Reefer  Nap  Coat  - 16  3 

(Double  Breasted) 

C.W.S.  Man-o’-War  Hat  - 2 6 


18  9 


These  are  Made  to  Fit  the  Averace 

Four- Year-Old  Boy  or  Girl 


SIMILAR  OUTFITS  FOR  OLDER 
CHILDREN,  9d.  per  SIZE  EXTRA. 


Ask  to  See 

This  C . W.  S . Bargain 

l/y 
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BOOT  REPAIRING. 


EMPLOYMENT  OP  YOUTHS. 

Tub  Go-operative  Union  calls  tlie  atten- 
tion of  all  societies  employing  youths  in 
their  boot  and  shoe  repairing  departments 
to  the  fact  that  stidf  employees,  whether 
apprentices  or  not,  must,  in  accordance 
with  the  Trade  Board  Act,  be  registered 
npoiv  a special  form  of  registration  supplied 
by  the  TVade  Board  officials. 

Further,  the  Trade  Board 'Order  pre- 
scribes the  lyimber  cf  youths  that  may  be 
employed  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
adult  workers  employed.  Any  employer 
who  employs  more  than  the  number  of 
youths  allowed,  or  who  employs  unregis- 
tered youths,  becomes  liable  to  a penalty 
Tinder  the  Trade  Board  Act. 

Full  particulars  re  the  above  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Secretary,  the  office  of 
Trade  Boards,  7-11,  Old  Bailey,  London, 
E.C.  4,  ______ 

“ H'i'h-Brow  Snobbery." — Just  rend  this 
from  a reader: — “When  the  whole  of  the 
rank  and  Tile  of  the  Labour  and  Co-opera- 
tive Movement  are  sufficiently  cultured  to 
appreciate  the  ‘ Mill gate  Monthly,’  there 
will  be  little  left  for  the  reformer  to  do.  . „ 
It  has  virility  without  any  high-brow 
snobbery." 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKCnS-TKe  N.U.D.A.W. 


“THE  HEW  BAWN” 

The  " Rr.dnh'* ' TruG  Ur.  ion 
Paper  TuSliiheJ  fortnightly 
Ion  Ealurdsyi).  Pric  2d., 
from  bianch  i errtaries,  or  3d.  , 
post  Ire:  from  Cenl-al  Otiici— 

' Oatley."  Wilmjlow  Road, 
FaUo>vT:tld.  Moncnester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


CANVASSER. — Wanted,  by  Blaenavon  Co-operative 
Society,  an  active,  intelligent  CO-OPERATOR  to 
canvass  members;  please  give  full  particulars  as  to 
age  and  exjteriec. e first  letter;  salary  £3  per  week.— 
Apply,  Co-operative  Society,  Ivor-street,  Blaenavon, 


CLBCK  HEATON  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE 

SOCIETY  LhMITED. — Wunted,  MANAGER  mid 
BUYER  for  the  Drapery  Department;  must  be  a good 
buyer  and  have  a thorough  knowledge  ol  the  trade.— 
Applications  to  lie  made  by  letter,  stating  age  and 
experience,  enclosing  two  recent  references  (which  will 
not  be  returned),  to  be  received  not  later  than  Monday 
morning,  September  18th. 

CONFECTIONER  for  Cokes,  Pastry,  Smalls.— State 
age  and  experience  to  Tamwortli  Co-operative 
Society  Limited. 

Harrogate  and  district  co-operative 

SOCIETY  LIMITED.— Wanted,  smart  MAN  as 
BRANCH  MANAGER  for  Drapery,  Boots,  and  Ready- 
mades; must  be  good  salesman,  window-dresser,  mid 
have  a thorough  knowledge  ot  the  (rude;  N.U.D.A.W. 
Beale  of  wages  paid. — Applications,  slating  age,  experi- 
ence, with  two  copies  (only)  ol  recent  testimonials, 
to  be  received  not  later  than  Monday,  September  11th, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary,  5,  Albert -streej. 


RADSTOCK  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED.— 
(jENERAL  MANAGER  Wanted;  membership 
9,500;  trade  for  hist  half-year  £156.500;  must  hove 
real  buying  capacity,  and  be  fully  qualified  to  control 
end  develop  various  departments  and  activities;  also 
knowledge  of  leakage  system  prefer  red*— Applications 
to  be  sent,  6tatir:g  fall  particulars  of  experience,  &c., 
and  wages  required,  on  or.  before  September  11th,  to 
the  Committee,  Radstocl^  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
Hadstock,  near  BafTr. 

THE  Doncaster  Mutual  Co-operative  and  Industrial 
Society  Ltd.  invite  applications  froui  competent 
persons  for  the  position  of  CASHIER.— Applications, 
6tating  age,  full  details  of  qualifications  anrf"?Xpcri- 
ence,  with  copies  of  at  least  ^wo  recent  testimonials, 
to  reach  lire  registered  office,  Johrr  streot,  Doncaster, 
not  latee  titan  September  15th.  N.U.C.O.  wage  scale 
paid, 


THE  llay wards  Heath  Co-operutive  Society  thanks 
lire  numerous  applicants  for  the  post  of 
DRAPERY  and  BOOTS  MANAGER,  and  beg  to  inform 
them  Utat-  lire  position  has  been  filled.- 

THE  Middleton  and  Ton-:  Industrial  Society  Ltd. 

de-sire  to  thank  all  applicants  for  the  position  of 
BOOT  and  SHOE  MANAGER,  an.l  to  say  that  lire 
selection  lias  now  been  made. 


■VJSTANTED,  a MALE  ASSISTANT,  over  21  years  ol 
■ V Y age,  to  the  Grocery  and  Cieneral  Trade.— Appli- 
cants to  give  references  and  statu  ago,  experience, 
and  apply  by  September  9th  (abstainer  prelerrwl) 
St.  Col  uuib  Road  Co-optiauva  Society,  Fraddon! 
Cornwall. 

.TS7S 7 ^ TED,  a YOUNG  LADY,  must  Ire  a good  win- 
▼ V dow  dresser  and  capuble  saleswoman,  lor  the 
Drapery  and  Boot  Dopartmer^r;  South-western  area; 
only  experienced  persons  nee”  apply.— State  ago  and 
wage,  also  general  experience,  references  (send  copies 
only),  I’.irkotone  and  Borirneuiouth  Society,  Longtleel 
House,  Poole. 


WA: 


■WTANTED,  SECRETARY;  fully  qualified;  able  to 
'It  keep  d- part  mental,  leakage,  und  Irukery  ac- 
counts; "Climax"  check  systom;  annual  trade 
£60,000;  membership  2,500.—  A ppl icon U to  state  age, 
wages  required,  and  experience,  with  copies  of  recent 
testimonials,  envelopes  to  be  endorsed  " Secretary," 
Penzance  and  District  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
3,  The  Terrace,  Penzance. 


TLSri^rfD,  capable  CLERK  for  SecMtary’s  Office; 
Y Y one  aenustomod  to  co-operative  accounts  pre- 
ferred.—Apply,  -stating  ago,  wage,  experience,  with 
full  particulars,  to  Committee,  Co-operative  Society, 
NorUigateV.reet,  Devizes,  not  later  than  September 


■W* 


J .sahwwoman,  also  L 
for  the  Draper.'  and  Boots  Dope 
ntatfrig  age,  experience  and  refe 

not  Utcr  Ilian  fir- 

addressed  to  Ute 
Society  Ltd.,  13 


>W' 


ANTBT* 


Wf  ANTED,  a first-class  TAIT/OR’S  CUTTER,  to  lake 
Y Y full  charge  of  Tailoring,  Ready-mades,  and 
GonU'  Outfitting  Department;  wages  N.U-C.O.  scale. — 
Applications,  stating  age  and  experience,  with  two 
copies  of  recent  testimonials,  will  be  received  up  to 
Friday,  September  22ml,  tiro  Workington  District  In- 
dustrial and  Provident  Society  Limited,  J.m . -strerit, 
Workington. 

WANTED,  OROOEIiY  FOREMAN;  rrttrst  be  a cap- 
able salesman,  etockkeeper,  and  strict  disci- 
plinarian; wage  at  present  £4  Is.  Id.  per  week,  subject 
to  N.U.D.A.W.  scale.—  Applications  by  letter,  Mating 
age,  experience,  and  copies  of  two  recent  testimonial-, 
to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary's  Olfice,  Twvedside  Indus- 
trial Co-operative  Society  Ltd.-,  Mairr-jlreot,  Tweed- 
imniUi,  not  later  than  Wednesday, 'wptember  13th, 


ndortod  " Grocer; 


WANTED,  smart  YOUNG  LADY  for  Drapery  De- 
partment; one  able  to  serve  through;  good 
opening  for  right  person. — Applications,  stating  ex- 
perience, age,  and  wages  required,  witJi  two  references, 
to  recoil  the  Managing  Secretary's  Office,  Flint  and 
OakenlioH-  Co-operative  Spoiety,  Clmreli-street,  Flint, 
not  later  than  Wednesday,  September  13th, 

•S'* 7 ANTED,  a TABLE  HAND  for  Bakery;  must  be 
Y Y a good  oven  man  and  used  to  Perkins’  full 


.•inedre,  Ilutibon, 
September  lltb. 


iter  than  Monday, 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Accountancy.— situation  wanted  by  man 

with  exceptional  experience  in  Co-operative 
Accountancy  ami  Secretarial  Work;  holder  ol  Audit 
Certificate,  ‘ Di-stii  ction,  &c.— Box  39,  "Co-operative 
News,"  Manchester. ..  ..  _ _. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen, CLERKS,  PACKERS,  end  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  reference*,  for  nr.y  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  TcRNSR,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Glerks, 
Dillm  House.  Malet-street,  Loudon,  W.C.l. 

BAKER3.— Societies  in  any  port  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
era  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banpield,  Cencral  Secro- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fecit. more,  67,  S,  drioy-st-reet,  lanidou,  S.W.  

BAKERY  MANAGER  seeks  a CHANGE;  thoroughly 
experienced  in  all  branches  of  the  trade;  a hou-*o 
wai  t d jf  a successful  applicant.— Box  38,  -i^Co-opera- 

tive  Nev.’s,"  Manclio  ter.  

GOT  DEPARTMENTS.— Smart  MAN,  aged  30,  15 
1 years’  multiple  and  co-operative  experience,  do- 
CHANGE;  write  for  references.— Box  40,  " Co- 
dec News,"  Manchester. 


B 


IilARM  BAILIFF  desires  ENGAGEMENT;  thoroughly 
experienced  in  light  and  heavy  land,  breeding 
and  Tearing  of  stock,  buying  and  soiling;  cooperative 
experience;  milk  recording/  up-to-date  methods. — " F. 
T.."  " Cil-.-i: in- ->r,"  Dr-.itwich.  W->rc»-'l-  r-liire. 


Furnishing  ami  hardware  buyer  desire® 
CHANGE;  40  yean  of  age;  25  years’  practical 
experience  in  furniture,  china,  and  hardware  trade. — 
" Buyer,”  Box  469,  " Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 
YLTOUNG  iMAN  requires  Situation  as  TRAFFIC  MAN- 
JL  AGER  or  FOUEJ1AN;  thoroughly  experienced  in 
costings  of  traffic,  motor  and  horse;  can  drive  any 
make  of  car;  excellent  refs.— Box  37,  " Co  operative 
News,"  Manchester. 


APARTMENTS. 


DOUGLAS.—"  Claremont,”  Loch  Promenade;  Pri. 

Hotel  and  Boarding  Estab. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  " Claremont,"  Douglas. — Tariff  from 
C.  N,  Chadwick.  Proprietor. 

EDINBURGH. — Write  " Craigloti,"  e/o^Aitoheson, 
390,  Morningside-road.  Highly  recommended. 

SCARBOROUGH— NORTH  CLIFF.— Tindall’s  Board- 
ing House,  3,  Blonheim-terrace.  Uninterrupted 
sea  view.  Liberal  cuisine. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


CROSLAND  MOOR  UNITED  HANDBELL  RINGERS. 

Open  for  engagements.— Terms,  apply,  T.  C.ART- 
»Axn.  10,  Ohnpel-terraee,  Croslnnd  Moor,  Huddersfield. 


" An  Actress  of  Rare  Ability  and  Charm.”—"  Tho 
Stage." 

MARGARET  IViURCH, 

FROM  principal  London  Theatre,  in  WHOLE- 
EVENING  HIGH-CLASS  COMEDY  and  DRAMATIC 
RECITALS.  Singing  and  Pianoforte  Interludes  by 
Marian  Murch.  Goole  Co-operative  Society,  October  19Ui. 
Leeds  Co-operative  Society,  November  25th.  South 
Wales,  December.  London  in  January.  Wanted,  date.? 
these  districts.— Higher  Brooks-lane,  Street,  Somerset. 


M 


THE  PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

R.  WILL  CARTER’S  “ MERR1E  MIMICS."  Eight 
-Class  Artistes;  now  booking  winter  dates; 
entirely  new  programme. 

Big  success  Iasi  Saturday  at  C-rigglestone;  gala  com- 
mittee highly  delighted.  Re-booked  Beswick  Co-op. 
Third  year  in  .succession;  doublo  booking;  absolute 
proof  of  satisfaction  boon  given;  muni'  thanks.— Sample 
programme,  terms  (distance  no  object),  15,  Wanvick- 
st.rcet,  llulme,  Manchester.  'Phone;  1163  Central. 
ALWAYS  READY.  ^ __ 

EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES— NOTE, 

MBARIT7,  OPERATIC  and  MUSICAL  GRAMO- 
O PHONE  LECTURES;  no  speaker  or  con- 
cert parly  needed;  the  success  of  last  season;  all 
Records  in  English. — Terms  to  C.W.S.  Concert  Agency, 
Manchester. 

SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by_L.C.O.).— Write  for  artistes 
tq_lt.  H1DCF.RD,  66,  Great  Prescott-street,  London,  E.l. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Almanacs,  1923.— societies  issuing  chkomo 

ALMANACS  are  invited  to  send  particulars  of 
their  requirements  to  the  CO-OPERATIVE  PRINTING 
SOCIETY^  LTD.,  New  Mount-street,  Manchester. 

ANGLERS'  SECRETS. — Catch  fish  in  abundance;  in- 
structions, baits,  &c.,  valuable  fishing  book, 
2s.  6d.  post  free.—"  Expert,”  59,  -Morecambe-street, 

London.  S.E.17. 

O-OPF.RATIVF,  BOOll  KEEPING. —CORRESPOND^ 

ENCE  CLASSES,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Stages;  Expert  Tuillou;  enrol  now  and  ensure  success 
at  examinations;  send  stamp  for  prospectus.— G. 
Wil.UAMSO.v,  A.L.A.A.,  Certified  Accountant,  12,  North 
Saint  Andrew-street,  Edinburgh. 


Devonshire  clotted  cream.  the  real  thing, 

famous  the.  world  over.  Delicious  CREASI 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London:  produced  by  the  Cathedra!  Dairy,  Exeter; 

o co-operative  societies;  prices  on  nppli- 
"**iter  Co-operativo  ond  Indus- 
H,  Exeter. 

‘"■'SIDENCE  at 
' • «ad  Station; 
tuUiroonR 
».  Box 

and 

X! 

ING 
ui  pe. 
6-xiretary, 


H 


OSIE  BREWING. 


One  6d.  packet  of  Miller's  Malt  and  Hops  makes  a 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEER  at  a total  coat  of 
about  10d.,  and  entails  no  more  trouble  than  boiliug 
j«>lfltocs  for  dinner. 

Why  then  pay  the  high  prices  cliarged  in  public- 
hnusos?  Sold  by  Co-operative  Societies,  Grocers,  &c. 
Ask  for  it  und  'i'RY  it.  A boon  in  these  hard  times. 
Solo  Proprietors  : 

THE— MILLER  MANUFACTURING  CO- 
KING-STREET, STRETFORD,  S1ANCHESTER. 

•*;*T  ANTED,  SINGLE-HORSE  COAL  TROLLEY 
Y Y (Second-Hand)  for  hawking  up  to  two  tons.— 
Sp:cill cation  and  price  to  Managing  Secretary,  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd,,  Clielmsford,  Essex. 

WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1687. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


WANTED,  nil  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
at,  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society'* 
Restaurant. 


NATIONAL  AMALGAMATED  SOCIETY  OF  F0RE3IEN. 

Registered  Trade  Union.  Keg.  No.  1727  T.  Affiliated 
to  tlie  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions. 
Chief  Office  : W1DXES-KOAD,  WIDNES, -LANCASHIRE. 


TIIF,  Executive  Council  of  the  above  SocieU'  are 
prepared  to  hold  meetings  and  supply  speakers 
to  address  the  meetings  on  the  aims  and  objects  of 
the  Society  in  any  town.  They  are  prepared  to  open 
branches  for  the  bcneAt  of  intending  members  in  any 
district,  so  that  members  may  co-operatc  locally  to 
their  own  benefit.  The  National  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Foremen  Is  a society  for  Foremen  ond  Assistant 
Foremen,  Forewomen  and  Assistant  Forewomen,  of  all 
branches  of  industry.  Textile  and  Non-Textile,  Metal 
Trades,  Cotton  aq<l  Woollen  Trad  es,  Chemical  and 
Allied  Trades,  Corporations,  Building  Trades,  and  all 
other  Trades.  All  Foremen  and  Assistant  Foremen 
are  eligible  for  admission  into  this  society  in  whatever 
trade,  process,  or  manufacture  they  may  be  employed 
as  foremen. 

All  information  will  be  sent  to  any  bona  fide  appli- 
cant liiterestefL  in  above. 

Foremen,  help  yourselves  by  supporting  your  own 
society.  UNITY  IS  STRENGTH. 

' General  Secretary,  Mr.  John  Dean,  29,  Greenway- 
read,  Widnes,'  Lancashire. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLOUR  BUS  i SHOOTS 


by  the  Increase  1 Repeat  Ordors  thatnra 
coming  in.  If  you  have  not  got  a Cata- 
logue, please  writo  for  one. 
Manufacturer!  bud  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances for  "Excelda"  Check  System, 
that  lisa  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 


Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT; 


I‘0 


EACH  FOR  AIL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPKRATIVK 
13RAKD  


MEN'S 

BOOTS 


A.  GCJA.RA.STGI5 
OF  QUALITY 
and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 


“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DES30R0UGH. 


Gas 

‘P-A-L’ 

Globes 


REDUCES  GAS  BILLS.  INCREASES  LIGHT. 
PREVENTS  FIRES.  SAVES  GAS  MANTLES. 

1]  your  dealer  cannot  sapt/ly  them  order  Steel  from 

SAFETY  GLOBE  CO., 

"Pifoa”  Houm,  MANCHESTER. 

— Only  2 6 Pout  Free. 


6 GOOD 
REASONS 

why  you  should  give  the  PATENT 

§m$2km 

Vacuum  Clothes  Washer  with 

WONDERFUL  BALL  VALVE 

A Trial  AT  OUR  EXPENSE. 


| 75,000  satisfied  purchasers  testily  |. 

the  Success  of  the  Wonderful  Labour 
1 ® Saving  “ Swiftsure  ’’  Paten!  Washer. 

* Boiling  and  Rubbing  woars  out 
' clothes,  biff  the  “Swiftsure- 

Patent  Vacuum  Washer  with  (k, 
WONDERFUL  BALL-VALVE  will 
wash  a tub  of  clothes  in  4 Minutes 
without  Boiling,  Scrubbing  Cr 
Rubbing. 

y Compressed  Air  and  Suction  are  the 
\ latest  and  most  scientific  means  lor 
j9  perfect  cleansing  — that  is  the 
“ Swiftsure  " way,  and  the  wonder- 
ful  Ball-Valve  automatically  regu- 
lates the  Suction. 

j The  Patent  " Swiftsure  " will  wasS 
1 anything  such  as  dirty  and  greasy 
1 ® Engineers’  Overalls,  Blankets  and 
Quilts,  or  the  most  delicate  Lingerie 
and  Siik  Blouses,  etc.,  etc, 

• The  "Swiftsure”  will  save  its  cost 
S in  a few  days,  and  is  made  of  strong 
j9  solid  Copper  to  last  a life-time. 


6 The  Patent  “Swiftsure1 
W asher  is  sent  to  your  door  Carnage 
■ Paid  on  14  dear  days’  FREE  TRIAL.  I 
satisfied  after  having  given  the  “ Swiftsure' 
a thorough  test,  you  send  us  19s.  6d.r  which 
is  the  entire  cost,  or  if  not,  you  return  the 
Washer  to  us.  THIS  IS  A GENUINE 
OFFER  — THERE  IS  NO  CATCH 
ABOUT  IT.  The  u Swiftsure"  will  save 
hours  of  hard  toil  and  drudgery  every  wash- 
day. 

WRITE  TO-DAY  (a  post-card  wiii  do] 

THE  BRITISH 

VACUUM  WASHER  CO. 

(Dept.  5-1).  ISLINGTON,  LIVERPOOL 


The  “Swiftsure"  with  the  WONDERFUL 
BALL-VALVE  may  also  be  obtained  front 
Co-operative  Stores  throughout  Great 
Britain,  or  from  the  C.W.S. 


Four  Turog  points 

KBBPS  fresh  longer  than  any  other  bro«!| 
breads— economy  1 Contain,  more  n°u- 
ishment— value!  Free  from  ail  harm  t>™jj 
which  causes  indigestion — health  1 Deliaous  nu* 
wheat  flavout — pleasure  I 

Turag  Flour  i,  jus I as  si m£U  lo  «,s  as  orJiaarl 
sehlte jlour.  Thera  art  a tloscn  different  Hurt' 
-con  easily  make  at  home,  such  as  ,«•««. 
bread,  tic.,  your  dealer  will  supply  you  vrllh  * 
Flour  in  el-lb.  and  J-lb,  while  cotton  bat’- 
bay  to-day. 


No  Meal  is  Complex 
without  TUROG  to 


gsrTEMBEH  D,  1D22* 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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ftJLL  of  „ 
energy  I 


id-Vis 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds  ■ 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it. 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  tho  “LARIAT"  Boot  and  Shoe 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 

Registered  Office  17,  Middle  Hillcate,  SrocKPOir 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
k HOES  FOR 
| UNSHINE  OR 
1 TORM 


SPEHOPE 

Brand. 


Itots:  SPEROPF.  ROOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


LIKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


C H F^TFR  Th!  City  everybody 

V/l  A 1_JL/  £ i-1 2%.  sea— and  the  beautiful  Djj. 
Parties  nit  exceeding  90  catered  for  Luncheon  i 
' and  Teas  at  the  ■ 

CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  ; 

TormJ  on  aj 


FOREGATE  ST. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10,  ALBION  BTKF.ET.  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Makers  of  Floor, 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Data 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  " Ecclei,"  " OHravc,"  and  othor  Chech  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX” 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
Tudor  Street,  Loudon,  E.O, 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


i 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

Tele  trams  : 

rlOSEERS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


id  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


— Is 6 2 Reliable  Jiome  2) yes.  — 


DRUMMER 

dyes 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON. 


, * Makers  of  Edges'  "3>olly  Sdlue"  (S'  "TDoXly  Cream." 


A CONFECTIONERY  CABINET 


sS7  Os.  Od; 

T.  H.  TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitt3r, 

PENDLETON. 


tor, 


'is  the  B005  fc 

w Boys 

\ SmArt: : RcUxbU-  I 
yv"  BestWue  V j j-' 

CroraptotiBoorAWactK,  ' 

tcL‘ • I & U \Y  eitiE , Dcst'CTju^lt 


(i 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP"  LTD. 

H:alcy  Boyd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Grnnlrcllcs,  Flannetett:, 
Silciias,  Lincnctlcs,  Lustres,  & Silketeia  Liningi ; 
also  ol  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No. 9 Pillar.  Tel.:  N.ittoual,  Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davjbs,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newohurch.  Near  Warrlugton, 
y,  Oo-oporatlvj  Society, 

Telephone  32)  Leigh. 


£be  ideal’’ 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made  • 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement, 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement, 


Your  Store  stocks 

INTEGRITY: 


BRAND 

Ladies’  and  Gents’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  are  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

MANUFACTURED  87 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-oper&fora  & 
Trade  Unionists 


to  ash  at  their  Stores  for 


Boots  & Shoes. 


“Self-Help”  0T“ 

Trade  Uniou  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DABTfOBD  BOAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 
Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closing 
iTwiet,  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  Ac.  Bindings 
JBooS  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : Tht  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Societg 

Makers  of  the  Lid. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoai 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-aato  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 


Brauch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  tirfii  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Hills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents:  The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Xo-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,. Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


sizes  are  prepared 
for  C.\faW&  G1«o  Works,  Pontefract 
• glue—  and  Btick  no  other. 


PELAW  LIPID 


IS  THE  BEST  FOR 
ALL  METAL  WORK. 


CO  OPERATIVE  TEA  13 


T ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialities.  Ask  f';r  it  in  your  local  shop. 

GOLD  FLAKE  Cigarettes 
are  the  cigarettes  to  ask 
for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  tho  letters 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 


V7TK1NG  DYES  are  made  in  really  artistic 
* 'ours,  and  are  reliable  in  domestic 
*o  &eo  the  range  of  Viking  Dyos 


the  best 
W:S  for 
■h 


OMOKER8  should  buy  the  C.W.S. 

0 CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  CiW.S.  always.  1 


September  9, ^ 


Smart  Slip-on  Overall. 
In  Self-Coloured  Casement 
Cloth,  effectively  faced  in 
contrasting  Shades. 

4s.  lid. 


5s.  6d. 


, — *-oso  — ■ — ^d3p>- 


\ 


Smart  Cover-all. 

In  Washable  Casement  Cloth 
of  good  quality. 

In  all  Colours,  tastefully 
trimmed  in  effectively  con- 
trasting Shades. 


Ask  for 

* C.W.S.  OVERALLS 

at  Your  Store. 

E 

Every  Store  can  Sell  them,  and  only 
can  obtain  them. 


'yHt  hard-wearing 
cloths  used  for 
these  garments  are 
made  at  our  own 
C.W.  S.  Works,  and 
the  garments  themselves 
are  manufactured  at 
our  own  C.W.S. 
factories, 
a 

Quantities  are  limited. 


IDEAL  GARMENTS  FOR 
THE  HOME. 


PRESERVE  THE  DRESS. 


<& 

Tout-Le-Lenes 
Cloth  in  all 
Colours  and 
Styles. 


Y HERE  ARE 
WORKS 
BELONGING  TO 
YOU, 


you  co-operators  who  are 
responsible  lor  keeping 
them  going. 


HERE  ARE 
YOUR  STORES 

— stocked  with 

C.W.S.  GOODS 


otherwise  they  cannot 
be  called  co-operative. 
Just  help  both  by 
asking  for  C.W.S. 
Goods.  //. 


G.W.S.  OVERALL 


O.W.S.  OVERALLS 


C 0 A/ 


CO-OrB^1™  N*'V8,  4ND  JOTOKAL  OP  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY,  Sopteillber  I6II1,  1921 

fHE  NATION’S  FOOD. — See  Page  9. 
^CAV.S. 

JAM 

- — IS 

THE  JAM 

For  Cc-opcrators. 

Always  ask  lor 

C.VS.  JAM. 


No.  2,677.  No.  177.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  September  16,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  os  a'  Newspaper. 


CO  OPERATIVE  TEA  IS 


“Filling  the  Nations  Teapot” 


AN  ENTHUSIAST’S 
TESTIMONY. 


Tuf.  following  letter  has  been  received  at 
Hie  CAWS.  Motor  Cycle  Works,  Tyselev, 
Jlirminglia  m : — 

As  quite  a new  motor  aspirant,  1 feel  it 
trill  interest  you  to  know  of  my  first  two 
weeks’  experience  with  yonr  “ Federation 
Combination."  I may  say  that  previous  to 
Teceiviug  the  machine  I had  never  driven 
' jJUotor-i  vole. 

My  object  in  writing  to  you  is  to 
■ (ndeavour  to  prove  to  other  co-operators, 
lrbo  may  he  hesitating  about  speculating, 
that  tlio  machine  is  pure  simplicity  and 
pleasure. 

On  August  6th  I set  out  from  Birmingham 
Kith  my  wife  and  son  (aged  17)  for  Hun- 
stanton, roughly  140  miles,  breaking  the 
journey,  owing  to  rain,  at  Oundle,  going 
on  next  day,  and  arriving  at  our  destina- 
tion at  11-30  a?m.  The  return  journey 
was  equally  as  enjoyable.  The  whole 
journey  home  was  without  any  mishap 
whatever. 

hast  week-end  we  ventured  to  Man- 
chester (again  three  up),  via  Congleton, 
returning  on  Monday,  doing  the  journey  in 
four  hours  quite  easily. 

I feel  there  must  be  a number  like 
aysell  who  are  doubtful  . as  to  their 
capability  to  manage  a motor,  and  when 
Jou  come  across  any  such  eases  you  are 
pile  at  lihertv  t>i  prove  to  them,  by  my 
experien. that  the  “ FEDERATION  ’ IS 
the  SAFEST,  EASIEST,  AND  BEST 
MACHINE  you  have  yet  supplied  us  with; 
•'md  further,  it  gives  one  full  confidence, 
knowing  that  nothing  but  the  best  of 
everything  is  in  it.  In  conclusion,  allow 
Iue. t°  thank  you  for  all  your  kindness  in 
giving  nie  such  a thorough  explanation 
fr-me  at  the  works. 

Yours  truly, 


Co-operative 
Insurance 
Society  Ltd. 


Joint  Insurance 
Department, 

C.W.S.  & S.C.W. 


ffemium  Income — £1,650,00 
Insurance  Funds—  £2,000,00 


pver  1,000  claims  are  being  dealt 
with  every  week. 


CHIEF  OFFICE: 

1 Corporation  Street,  Manchester. 
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LONDON  Urf 0N  TYNE-84,  Westmorland  F 
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CARDIFF  lu  ffi  So  And,ew  Square. 

PUBLlN-3  r *16,  S,\Mury  Street. 

J^EDS— rvl  ^^yuerclal  Buildings,  Dame  Strce 
P’B.MIncha’m  Cfnmb«>‘5,  9,  Albion  Street. 

p«r.We  Street. 

PLYMouth  MdTCW'S'  Depot,  Friar  Lane. 
"-Plymouth  Chambers. 


SIR  WILLIAM  MAXWELL. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  WORLD'S  TRIBUTE  OF  ESTEEM. 


PROBABLE  INTERNATIONAL  MEETING  IN  LONDON  TO  MARK  COMPLETION 

OF  TESTIMONIAL. 


Those  responsible  for  organising  the 
Maxwell  Testimonial  are  not  slacking  in 
their  efforts. 

The  testimonial,  as  lias  been  shown  in 
previous  references  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News,"  was  intended  as  a tribute  of 
affection  to  one  of' the  most  delightful  of 
men,  and  an  indication  of  the  appreciation 
which  the  co-operators  of  the  world  regard 
his  life-long  work  on  behalf  of  the  move- 
ment, whether  typified  by  his  membership 
of  a village  store,  his  long  chairmanship  of 
the  great  Scottish  Wholesale  Society,  or 
his  fourteen  years’  presidency  Til  the 
International  Co-operative  Alliance.  A 
testimonial  worthy  of  Sir  William  Max- 
well’s record  in  these  three  capacities, 
organised  on  a world-wide  scale,  and  parti- 
cularly in  a world  still  far  from  normal 
owing  to  the  ravages  of  war,  was  a move- 
ment which  cannot  be  completed  in  a short 
time. 

On  Friday  last  week,  Sir  William  Max- 
well was  presented  with  a cheque  for 
LI, 200.  That  dees  not  end  the  effort 
which  the  executive  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance  are  engaged  in,  on 
the  instructions  of  the  Basle  Congress. 

As  Mr.  May  explained  on  Friday  last, 
only  part  of  the  amount  already  subscribed 
has  been  handed  over  to  Sir  William  Max- 
well. It  is  the  intention  of  the  executive 
to  prepare  a golden  book  of  tributes  from 
the  countries  in  the  Alliance.  That  is  in- 
tended to  mark  the  completion  of  the  testi- 
monial, and  will  probably  be  presented  at 
a meeting  in  London,  at  which  represen- 
tatives of  the  various  countries  will  be 
prevent.  Some  subscriptions  are  still 
expected  from  countries  abroad  and  from 
some  British  societies  whijli  have  not  yet 
subscribed  ‘because  their  members’  meet- 
ings have  not  yet  bo  held. 

The  response  from  abroad  has  already 
been  splendid,  when  we  consider  that  in 
some  cases  it  requires  400  times  as  many 
of  their  currency  units  to  exchange  foy  LI 
as  it  did  a few  years  ago. 

The  report  of  the  proceedings  below  will, 
we  hope,  quicken  and  enthuse  those  well- 
wishers  who  have  not  .vet  subscribed. 

A First  Presentation. 

Last  week’s  .presentation — the  first  part 
of  tlie  presentation  of  the  testimonial — 
was  a pleasant  little  assembly  in  the 
S.C.W.S.  directors’  dining-room,  Morris'on- 
street,  Glasgow.  Mr.  Robert  Stewart, 
presided,  and  - was  accompanied  at 
the  tup  table  bv  Sir  William  Maxwell  and 
Mrs.  Sinclair  (Sir  William’s  daughter), 
and  Mr.  H.  J.  May.  A slight  accident,  we 
regret  to  sav,  prevented  the  attendance  of 
Lady  Maxwell. 

-This  occasion  is  one  which  does  not 
happen  very  often,  for  we  have  met  to 
render  homage  to  one  who  has  seen  in 
his  day  probably  greater  developments 
and  changes,  not  only  in  political,  but 
in  social  affairs  and  in  the  co-operative 
held,  than  any  other  man.  I mean  Sir 
William  Maxwell. 

So-  said  Mr.  Stewart  in  opening  the  pro- 
ceedings, Continuing,  lie  said  the  response 
which  had  been  made  to  the  proposal  for 
a testimonial,  not  only  in  this  country  but 
iu  many  of  the  countries  very  much  dis- 
turbed by  the  aftermath  of  the  war.  proved 
that  Sir  William's  name  was  honoured 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
co-operative  world,  and  that  his  personality 
was  held  in  very  high  esteem.  Sir  William 
had  spent  his  time  and  his  leisure  — and 
more  than  his  leisure — in  working  on  the 
behalf  of  suffering  humanity.  Wherever 
the  people  ""'ere  in  need  of  help  and  advice 
in  tlie  various  phases  of  social  and  politi- 
cal activity.  Ids  great  gifts  had  been  used 
on  behalf  of  the  common  people.  Mr. 
Stewart  then  ((ailed  on  Mr.  May  (general 
secretary  of  the  Alliance)  to  make  the 
presentation. 

A " Golden  Book  of  Tributes." 

Mr.  May  explained  that  the  idea  had 
been  to  give  the  cheque  in  a perfectly 
private  wav  in  the  privacy  of  Sir  William’s 
own  household,  and  if  they  were  brought 
together  in  that  slightly  larger  gathering 
it  was  lnrgely  due  to  the  expansive  hospi- 


tality of  the  Scottish  Wholesale.  Con- 
tinuing, Mr.  May  pointed  out  that  the 
Alliance  executive  were  not  dosing  the 
fund  at  present.  They  had  in  their  minds 
a plan  lor  giving  Sir  William  a permanent 
souvenir  which  lie  .would  be  able  to  hand 
down  to  his  children  and  grand-children  in 
the  form  of  a " Golden  Book  of  Tributes," 
in  which  would  be  inscribed  the  names  of 
co-operators  of  all  lands.  If  that  gathering 
had  been  the  final  and  public  meeting  in 
connection  with  the  testimonial,  someone 
else  would  have  been  there  to  speak  for 
the  Alliance. 

It  was  an  extreme  pleasure  to  him,  Air. 
May  added,  that  lie  was  to  have  the  honour 
of  handing  over  to  Sir  William  the  first 
portion  of  the  testimonial.  So  far  £1,318 
had  been  received,  and  to-day  he  was 
handing  over  a cheque  for  £1,200.  It  was 
imperative  that  their  friends  abroad 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  being  asso- 
ciated with  this  testimonial  in  the  presence 
of  Sir  William,  and  it  was  quite  possible 
that  they  might  arrange  that  a meeting 
of  the  Alliance  should  be  held  in  London, 
at  which  he  could  be  present,  when  the 
final  presentation  would  be  made. 


Mr.  May  read  a letter  from  Air. 
Goedbart  (President  of  ~ tlie  Alliance)  to 
Sir  William,  in  which  he  said  that  Air. 
May,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the 
eo-operators  of  the  world,  would  hand  over 
to  him  a small  token  of  the  esteem  and 
regard  in  which  they  held  him.  It  would 
have  been  a very  great  pleasure  to  him  to 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  making  the 
presentation  himself,  but  that  lie  had 
found  impossible.  Air.  Goedbart  asked 
Sir  William  to  accept  it  as  a token  of  the 
feelings  of  gratitude  and  veneration  in 
which  lie  was  held  by  the  co-operators  of 
yma)iy  lands. 

Grandfather  of  the  Movement. 

Air.  Whitehead  (Vice-President  of  the 
Alliance)  said  he  could  endorse  every  word 
which  had  been  uttered  by  the  Chairman 
and  Air.  Alay  regarding  Sir  William.  He 
had  had  many  experiences  of  meetings  on 
the  continent  before  the  war  with  Sir 
William  in  the  chair,  and  he  could  say 
that  he  was  looked  up  to  ;then,  and  was 
looked  up  to  to-day,  as  the  grandfather  of 
the  co-operative  movement.  Sir  William's 
name  was  as  well  known  and  as  much 
revered  in  many  countries  on  the  conti- 
nent as  it  was  in  Scotland. 


Sir  William  Maxwell,  in  rising  to  reply, 
said  the  eulogies  to  which  he  had  listened  had 
taken  him  by  storm,  and  lie  was  inclined  to 
think  it  was  a case  of  mistaken  identity. 
He  could  scarcely  remember  when  the  co- 
operative movement  took  hold  of  him  first, 
hut  he  lin'd  a lively  recollection  th  at  in  the 
early  50's,  when  a student  in  the  Glasgow 
School  of  Art,  he  and  a friend  discussed 
social  matters  at  a time  when  such  discus- 
sions were  not 'so  strongly  marked  as  they 
are  now,  and  both  of  them  held  to  tha_i<le’a 
that  the  working  class  in  this  country  and 
every  other  country  had  the  power,  if  they 
would  only  use  it,  to  bring  about  their  own 
emancipation  through  co-operation.  After- 
awards  that  friend,  like  himself,  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Wholesale  board.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  late  Air.  Andrew  Boa.  He 
owed  much  to  the  men  with  whom  he  had 
come  into  contact  in  his  early -days — men 
like  the  late  James  Borrowman  and  John  T. 
API  lines.  He  made  his  first  purchase 
as  a co-operator  the  first  day  after  his  mar- 
riage— (applause) — in  the  old  Anderston 
Society,  in  the  year  1864.  Ten  years  after 
that  ho  threw  himself  into  the  work  of  the 
movement.  He  had  had  many  temptations 
to  leave  co-operative  work  and  go  into  the 
commercial  world,  but  “ conviction  " made 
him  go  on. 

Men  of  Simple  Faith. 

While  working  for  the  Alliance,  he  had 
met  many  men  with  a simple  faith  in  co- 
operation. During  that  time  he  had  come 
into  contact  with  men  like  Luzzatti  (Pre- 
mier of  Italy),  that  grand  old  man  of  the 
Italian  movement;  Butfoli,  Gide  of  Paris, 
Jaeggi  of  Switzerland,  Kaufman n of  Ger- 
many, Totomianz  of  Russia,  and  many 
others,  all  of  whom  helped  to  strengthen  the 
convictions  formed  early  in  youth.  Now  in 
his  solitude  his  thoughts  sometimes  went 
hack  to  those  friends  and  their  expressed 
hopes  of  what  co-operation  could  do  and  give 
if  men  were  only  willing  to  allow  it.  There 
was  not  so  much  difference  between  these 
people  and  ourselves  after  all,  and  if  the 
peoples  could  only  understand  each  other, 
this  would  be  a world  of  brotherhood.  That 
might  seem  a dream,  but  he  had  had  many 
dreams.  Slviehlhall  was  a dream  which 
came  to  pass,  although  some  people  said  he 
was  a fool.  He  only  asked  for  £80,000  to 
begin  it.  And  how  it  had  grown  ! 

Now  he  came  to  this  marvellous  presenta- 
tion. He  felt  unworthy  to  accept  it ; he  felt 
he  had  not  worked  for  so  much,  and  he  felt 
that  the  spirit  which  animated  those  who 
gave  their  subscriptions  was  far  beyond  any- 
thing he  had  given.  He  certainly  gave  his 
time,  and  he  had  had  much  trouble;  but  it 
was  not  done  for  gain  or  from  the  hope  of 
gain,  but  as  the  result  of  " conviction." 
His  vocabulary  was  not  equal  to  the  task  of 
expressing  his  thanks,  but  he  had  to  do  his 
best  to  thank  his  old  friends  tlie  chairman 
and  Air.  Afny  for  their  kind  words  and  the 
subscribers  for  their  kindly  thoughts.  Nor 
could  lie  pass  over  those  two  great  institu- 
tions, the  Scottish  Wholesale  and  the  Whole- 
sale Society  of  England.  He  thanked  those 
representative  men  who  were  present  with 
all  his  heart;  he  thanked  those  whoso  kindly 
hearts  had  conceived  the  idea  and  espe- 
cially Air.  ALiv  and  Air.  AYhirehcad.  It 
might  he  the  last  time  lie  would  speak  at  a 
co-operative  meeting.  He  was  still  working 
away  at  co-operation  iu  a small  way.  When 
the  silver  cord  was  loosed  and  the  golde-i 
howl  broken,  the  only  epitaph  lie-  would  v ^.sh 
would  be  the  simple  one,  “ He  did  his  duty." 
(Applause.) 

Air.  Robert  Macintosh  (S.C.W.SA  added  a 
few  words  of  appreciation,  with  special 
reference  to  Shieldhall. 

Air.  James  Deans  (an  old  i .ember  of  the 
I G A Executive)  moved  a vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Aim,  Air.  Whi(eh£jg,  Air.  Stewart, 
mid  tlie  Wholesale  board,  and  in  doing  so 
took  occasion  to  refer  ‘o  tlie  arduous  work 
which  Sir  William  lrJ  undertaken  for  co- 
operation iu  the  ea  l.v  years  of  the  move- 
ment. 

Air.  Souden  (P.C.AI.S.),  Air.  Buchanan 
(U.C.B.S.),  an  i Air.  Pearson  (S.C.W.S. 
secretary)  also  spoke,  and  the  interesting 
Jittlo  function  closed. 
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THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  EMIGRATION 

NEW  ZEALAND  • THE  PLACE  AND  THE  PICTURE. 


1!Y  A SPECIAL  CORRpSI’ONDENT. 


THE  LOT  OF  THE  MINER 

THOUGHTS  SUGGESTED  BY  WHITEHAVEN. 


BY  ROBERT  SMILLIE. 


The  writer  ife  one  of  the  oldest  correspondents  of  the  " News."  He  has 
only  recently  returned  from  a trip  through  some  of  the  furthest  off  colonics, 
and  we  welcome  his  article  as  a real  service  to  the  workers  who  are  lured  by 
emigration  advertisements.— Ed.,  " C.  N.” 


Work  is  scarce;  the  unemployment  dole  is 
hardly  sufficient  for  the  clamant  demands  of 
those  who  cfin  find  nothing  to  doj'cur  stable 
i industries  are  in  a perilous  condition. 
Thousands  of  men  ana --walking  the  streets  or 
.hanging  round  the  doors  c-f  the-  -Labour 
Exchanges;  despair  has  h'i  I hold  on  some  of 
them,  and  others  are  lapsing  into  helpless- 
ness and  worse. 

Tho  Government  is  stretching  forth  its 
hand  in  every  direction  to  see  if  it  can  find 
any  way  to  alleviate  the  distress  hut  engin- 
eering and  ship-building  are  almost  at  a 
standstill;  the  cotton  trade  is  all  but 
paralysed,  and  fear  for  the  future  is  . ram- 
pant. Emigration  is  proclaimed  as  tho 
remedy,  and  the  Government  offers  to  assist 
the  workers  to  the  Colonies  in  order  that 
they  may  find  a bettor  and  more  comfortable 
life. 

The  Adorned  Trie. 

Glowing  pictures  have  been  drawn  of  the 
good  things  that  await  the  deserving  and 
industrious  in  Canada,"  Australia.  X-.-w 
Zealand,  and  elsewhere.  Land  for  nothing, 
cr  next  to  nothing,  plenty  of  work,  high 
wages,  splendid  climate:  in  short,  heaven  on 
earth.  One  wonders  whether  tho  gentleman 
who  paint  such  pictures  are  cognisant  of  the 
real  facts,  cr  whether  we  'are  to  set  them 
down  as  dreamers  of  dreams.  Their  paint 
pots  contain  too  bright  colours.  It  would 
not  be  right  perhaps,  to  say  that  the  adver- 
tisements stating  that  fnrmhauds.  carpen- 
ters, joiners,  plumbers,  blacksmiths,  brick- 
layers, tfcc.,  are  required  ns  false,  hut,  to  put 
it  mildly,  they  are  misleading.  There  are 
few  men  of  these  trades  required  in  New 
Zealand  at  (-he  present  time.  Unemploy- 
ment is  rife  there  as  at  'home.  Recently  I 
travelled  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
ether,  and  instead  of  finding  jobs  waiting 
for  men,  I found  men  everywhere  waiting 
lor  Jobs.  In  Australia  and  Canada,  too.  it 
is  the  same.  In  Sydney  alaic?  there  arc 
.20,000  unemployed.  It  is  a world’s  crisis, 
and  not  a local  one.  It  is  a pity  that  many 
at  home  are  so  ready  to  swallow  the  baits 
held  out  to  them,  and  that  the  Government 
is  so  willing  to  help  good  citizens  to  the 
Dominions  to  learn  the  meaning  of  the  ohl 
saying  " Out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire." 
Co-operative  Workers. 

A good  number  of  co-operators  have  gone 
out  under  the  delusion  that  they  will  find 
things  pleasanter  in  " God’s  own  country." 
In  the  steamer  in  which  I went,  I discovered" 
half-a-doren  workers  from  the  S. C.W.S., 

• Shieldhall,,  who  ryere  quite  enthusiastic 
about  the  good  time  they  would  have  .vlien 
they  reacl>? cl  their  destination.  What  and 
where  was  that?  They- did  not  knew.  They 
were  going  farming,  and  they  had  not  the 
slightest’ doubt  but  that  they  would  succeed. 
It  would  have  been  a pity  to  discourage 
them:  but  I sometimes  wonder  how  their 
venture  turned  out.  Farming  is  not  the 
easy  life  that  some  imagine.  There  are  few 
more  anxious  •and  difficult  jobs.  It  is  ail 
well  enough  to  sing  in  a merry  party,  in  a 
cosy  rcom : — 

To  plough  and  to  sow  to  reap  and  to  mow, 
and  to  be  a farm>er’s  boy. 

But  it  is  quite  a different  affair  when  one 
is  hard  up  against  the  reality  in  the  open- 
field.  The  working  farmer’s  lot  is  not  all 
pleasure.  The  gentleman  farmer  is  in  a 
different  category.  In  these  new,  unbroken 
lands  it  is  madness  to  attempt-  farming  un- 
less one  has  sufficient  cash  to  maintain  him- 
self without  any  return  for  four  years  or  so. 

After  the  war  some  ex-Soi  vice  men  bought 
ground,  and  got  air'hdvanco  from  tlie  New 
Zealand  Government,  in  the  hope  that  they 
vuould  he  able  to  carry  on,  and  wipe  out 
their  inortgnges  in  a very  short  time.  They 
were  woefully  mistaken,  Tliby  lnlmured 
with  all  their  might,  and  scijjnped  them- 
selves in.  all  directions,  but  to  no  purpose ; 
instead  of  their,  position  becoming  better  It 
. grew  worse,  and  in  utter  de-pair  and  disgust 
they  walked  away  leaving  all  that  they  had 
sunk  in  the  place  to  whomsoever  it  might 
concern.  The  slump  in  prices  had  done  it. 
What  "Farming”  Means. 

These  are  exceptional  times  : are  they  not? 
It  must  bo  admitted  they  nvo.  Hut  even  in 
normal  time®  it  is  a poor  mi  J miserable 


existence  the  small  farmer  ("  Cookies  ” they 
are  called)  lias  to  lead.  He  has  to  toil  like 
a slave,  and  live  like  a hermit."  He  has  to' 
clear  the  ground,  cut  the  bush,  burn  the? 
uood,  uproot  the  old  stumps,  sow  the  grass 
for  pasture  before  be  ever  -think®  of  plough- 
ing or  putting  on  stock.  That  means  money 
and  time,  and  as  nothing  is  coining  in  he  has 
to  seek  sonm  way  to  keep  the  pot 
boiling.  This  he  does  occasionally  by 
favour  of  the  road  surveyor,  who  gives 
him  odd  jobs  on  the  roads ; or  perhaps 
he  may  be  fortunate  enough  to  be  near  a 
railway  and  there  secure  sufficient  to  tide 
him  raver  his  difficulty.  He  is  woiking  on 
his  own,  arid  knows  no  eight-hour  day. 

Here  is  the  ordinary  day’s  programme  of 
one  of  these  “ Cockies."  Rise  at  4-30  or 
5 a. m.,  drink  a cup  of  tea,  gather  in  and 
milk  the  cows,  separate  the  milk  pud  cream, 
or  drive  to  creamery,  and  thou  breakfast, 
feed  the  pigs,  «&c.,  put  away  the  cream  for 
cheese,  go  round  the  sheep,  plough,  harrow, 
roll,  A’c.,  then  snatch  a hasty  dinner  and 
back  to  the  field  again,  while!  the  wife  looks 
after  inside  affairs.  Between  four  and  five 
bring  the  cows  in,  and  go  over  the  same 
routine  ns  in  the  morning.  Then  tea,  and 
after  that  any  odd  job  for  which  there  has 
been  no  time  during  the  day,  kill  any  meat 
that  is  required,  and  finish  with  a little 
Heading  cr  a game  at  cards  or  a kindly 
gossip.  Do  you.  wonder  if  the  agriculturist 
is  not  so  smart,  or  so  spick  and  span  as  Hie 
city  bred  man,  and  when-  he  goes  to  town 
enjoys  more  heartily  the  pleasures  and 
entertainments  that  the  townsman  is  apt  to 
despise  ? 

That  is  the  state  of  the  rural  districts. 
What  of  the  towns?  Are  they  the  same? 
1 am  afraid  I must  answer  " Vos."  There 
are  comparatively  few  industries,  and  .xm- 
seqnently  no  great  demand  for  tradesmen. 
The  artisan  will  likely  discover  that  his 
services  are  not  much  in  request.  As  for 
the  clerk,  the  shopkeeper,  the  music 
teacher,  and  the  genteel  man,  he  is  not 
wanted  at  all. 

Sad  Experience. 

Many  a tale  of  hardship  I heard  in  my 
wanderings,  and  many  a regret  from  disap- 
pointed men  that  they  ever  left  the  old 
country.  In  Dunedin  I met  an  ex-soldier 
acting  as  a tram  conductor,  who  hud  tpen 
in  the  Scottish  Wholesale  in  Glasgow  before 
tlie  war.  His  wage  was  £4  per  week,  hut 
said  he,  “ that- dc-es  not  go  so  far  as  £2  at 
home."  He  did  nut  like  the  place,  but  lViu.1 
to  stay  for  he  had  a wife  and  family.  " Why 
iTOt  go  back  to  Scotland?”  I asked.  “ I can- 
not. I have  not  the  money,  and  it  will  be 
many  a long  clay  before  I cm  h ive.”  I met 
in  Auckland  another  co-operdor  frenv 
Oldham,  and  he  had  very  much  the  same 
story  to  tell.  In  Wellington  I came  across  a 
structural  eijgiue-er  J had  met  in  Glasgow  : 
a strong,  capable  fellow,  with  an  optimistic 
turn  of  mind  and  a wile  and  two  •children. 
He  was  fortunate  to  secure  a situation  at 
£5  per  week  soon  after  hi®  arrival,  blit  as 
1:-:  had  £3  15s.  to  pay  for  rooms' lie"  bad  -.  onie 
to  the  conclusibn  that  notwithstanding  all 
its  drawbacks  Old  St,  Mungo's  was  a better 
place  for  him.  " The  country  is  beautiful, 
the  sky  blue,  the  climate  excellent,  but  one 
does  not  live  on  beauty  and  fresh  air,  and 
sc  I am  going  h:nic,"  lie  said.  His  was  not 
an  unusual  experience.  The  rent  of  the 
ordinary  working  man’s  house  T:i  a good 
locality  in  Auc  klandHs  from  25s.  to  30s.  per 
week  ; a decent  hat  costs  from  30s.  to  45s.  ; 
hoots  anything  up  to  45s. ; hair-cutting 
Is.  3d.  or  Is.  6d.,  and  everything  else  oil  a 
similar  scale;- in  fac  t the  only  thing  that  is 
chenp  is  butcher  meat. 

To  intending  emigrants  I would  sav,  con- 
sider these  things  and  remember  that  only 
the  young,  the  strong,  the  patient,  (he 
sober,  are  wanted  in  the  lands  of  the 
Southern  Cross, 


The  Southern  Co-operative  Entertain- 
ment Agency  is  pleased  to  record  it.s 
success  during  last  season,  when  it  was 
successful  in  booking  nearly  100  artistes 
for  different  concerts  and  entertainments. 
A very  comprehensive  list  of  concert 
parties  and  artistes  has  been  prepared  for 
the  autumn  and  winter  sessions,  and  socie- 
ties are  advised  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
R.  Hibberd  at  66,  Grent  Prescott-street, 
E.l. 


I feel  that  the 
“Co  operative 
News  ” deserves  the 
whole-hearted  thanks 
of  the  working  clashes 
g e n e p a 1 1 y,  but 
especially  of  the 
mincjs,  for  the 
spirited  and  fearless 
article  on  the  White- 
haven mine  disaster, 
which  appeared  in 
tli&  issue  of  last 
week. 

Now.  that  the  worst 
has  become  known  it 
has  been  found  that 
thirty-nine  persons 
have  lost  their  lives 
in  the  explosion,  and 
the  probability  is 
that  mast  of  >tlie 
victims  are  married, 
leaving  widows  and 
children  to  mourn 
their  loss. 

In  the  sixteen  explosions  which  have 
occurred  in  coal  mines  in  Great  Britain 
since  1900  there  have  been  1,773  victims, 
and  if  we  included  those  who  lost  their 
lives  in  minor  explosions — seldom  heard 
of  outside  the  district  in  which  they 

occur — this  list  would  be  considerably 

swelled. 

Almost  universal  sympathy  is  expressed 
throughout  the  nation  when  a,  mining 

calamity  of  large  dimensions  is  reported, 
but  it  should  always  be  kept  in  mind  that 
an  average  of  1,200  mine-workers  are 
killed  in  mining  accidents  every  year — 
nearly  one  every  six  hours — and  that  the 
chair  rendered  vacant  by  the  single  acci- 
dent carries  as  much  misery  into  the 
home  as  if  the  death  had  taken  place  as 
the  result  cif  a serious  calamity. 

The  usual  splendid  courage  has  been 
shown  by  the  rescue  parties  at  White- 
haven, and  its  very  magnificence  should 
bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  the  cheeks  of 
those  outsiders — those  non-producers  who 


have  maligned  the  inine-workcrs 

savagely  during  tile  past  few  ye:,,,.  M 

About  one  in  nine. of  the  wine-nort 
are  killed,  or  more  or  less  seriously  i„ju  , 
every  year,  and  yet  the  people  who  in,^. 
their  capital  in  the  mines,  and  -it  j 
comfortably,  concerned  chiefly  wiih  ^ 
question  of  ..dividend,  not  .only  decline  to  1 
pay  a decent  wage  to  the  miners,  bound;,.  1 
nantly  refuse  to  give  them  any  vn;({  ^ 
the  control  of  the  industry  in  which  IW 
invest  their  lives  from  day  to  clay. 

Last  week’$  article  hinted  that  ]0? 
wages  might  have  some  connection  u'a 
mining  accidents.  I do  not  think  thu 
there  can  be  any  doubt  of  it.  Miners  doing 
coal-getting  at  the  coal  face  are  usually  I 
paid  by  piece  work,  and,  the  lower  ir,igfj' 
are,  the  more  they  are  goaded  on  to  strain 
every  nerve  to  produce  the  great*.' 
possible  quantity  of  coal  to  increase  to  ! 
some  extent  the  wages.  In  addition  to  J 
this,  advantage  is  being  taken  of  the 
present  weak  state  of  organisation  to  force 
mine-workers  to  continue  to  work  in  u). 
cumstanees  which  would  not  have  k«n 
tolerated  two  years  ago.  It  will  be  found 
I think,  by  those  who  are  dealing  with  1 
mining  compensation  cases,  that  there 
has  been  an  alarming  increase  in  the 
number  of  accidents  at  the  mines  per  man 
shift  worked  during  the  past  two  yean. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  prore  that 
accidents  in  the  mines  are  decreasing  by 
quoting  period"  against  period.  This,  lion.  , 
ever,  is  not  a fair  method,  as  the  facti 
can  only  he  brought  out  by  taking  the 
number  of  accidents — fatal  and  nun-fatal-  j 
and  dealing  in  both  periods  with  tlie  man 
shifts  worked. 

The  Whitehaven  mines  have  been  rather  I 
unfortunate  in  connection  with  explosions 
and  tlie  feeling  is  growing  that  the  diffi- 
culty in  ventilating  the  working  placer, 
because  of  the  long  distance  which  the 
roads  are  driven  under  the  sea  may  hare 
something  to  do  with  this.  Tin's  matter  j 
ought  to  receive-  the.  special -attention  oL 
the  experts  when  the  public  inquiry  il  i 
held. 


Mr.  R.  Ssiillie. 


APT  ADVERTISING. 

A FACTOR  IN  THE  TRADE  PUSH  : WHAT  OTHER 
PEOPLE  DO. 
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About  twenty  years  ago  there  lived  in  a 
Yorkshire  town  a poor  man  who  worked  in  a 
mill.  In  the  evening  and  on  Saturday  after- 
noon lie  and  his  wife  mode  toffee.  They  sold 
it  to  children  who  lived  round  about  their 
home.  It  must  have  been  good  toffee,  because 
its  sale  increased.  The  man  left  tlie  mill, 
and  made  his  living  out  of  toffee.  Then  lie 
began  to  employ  others.  And  he  began  to 
advertise.  The  business  grew.  When  he. 
died  some  time  ago  lie  left  a lot  of  mouey. 
His  successors  continue  to  advertise,,  and  the 
business  is  very  profitable.  They  do  not  let 
people  forget  thcyr  are  still  making  toffee. 
Before  a general  holiday  like  Easter  jrou  will 
sec  full-page  advertisements  in  papers  that 
have  a big  circulation. 

You  M ill  have  seen  on  the  hoardings,  a jolly 
old  buck,  dressed  in  pyjamas,  floating  on  a 
blue  sea,  his  hands  clasping  the  neck  of  a 
bottle,  and  telling  you  that  the.  contents  of 
the  bottle  prevent  that  sinking  feeling.  The 
posters  are  displayed  all  over  the  country. 
You  see  them  when-  you  go  to  work.  You 
see  them  at  the  seaside.  You  can  hardly  miss 
them.  A new  soap  has  been  put  on  the  market 
recently.  Posters  as  big  as  the  end  of  a work- 
man's house  are  now  on  the  hoardings.  They 
are  artistic  in  design  and  execution,  and  they 
enjoin  you  to  preserve  that  schoolgirl  com- 
plexion. A girl  M’ith  a sweet  face  and  modest 
mien  makes  an  appeal  to  you  to  M’osli  with  the 
nc-M'  soap  so  that  your  complexion  may  be 
as  nice  and  smooth  as  her  own.  A moving 
picture  featuring  Douglas  Fairbanks  is  being 
shown  for  three  nights  at  a cinema  house. 
The  coming  of  the  star  is  heralded  by  a huge 
poster.  I have  not  measured  it,  but  it  looks 
about  twenty-seven  feet  by  nilic.  By  the 
end  of  tho  M-eelc  it  is  covered  up  with  another 
poster  nearly  as  large.  The  picture  of  Douglas 
bestriding  tho  M'orld  ns  a knut  draws.  It 
sends  people  to  tho  house  of  entertainment, 


and  SM’ells  the  revenue.  The  picture  of  It* 
girl  M’ith  the  complexion  helps  to  sell  the  ne» 
soap.  The  advertisements  of  the  tofloo | 
makers  help  to  sell  their  sweets. 

The  co-operative  movcinenl  does  not  adver- 
tise. It  has  yet  hardly  a rudimentary  system 
of  publicity’.  It  does  not  go  out  into  the  biA 
ways  and  byways  and  proclaim  that  it 
many  things  to  seH,  which  arc  good  in  th<‘"> 
selves  and  are  produced  under  tlie  stimulus 
of  a fine  idea.  It  would  seem  as  if  in  niaDf 
quarters  the  notion  prevails  that  the  fine  idj# 
ought  to  sell  the  goods ; that  presently  “* 
fine  idea  wifi  succeed  in  selling  the  g001^' 
It  may  be  so.  but  the  trend  of  things  (^0C;;  n°‘ 
lead  one  to  think  it  will.  Every  man  of  mid' e 
age  who  is  observant,  lias  seen  business 
founded  and  made  to  go  by  sheer,  *lS  ' 
persistent  advertising.  Toilet  soaps 
faotured  by  the  C.W.S.  are  as  good  for  1 


complexion — and  probably  cheaper  in 


ere tj 


, 

way — as  the  soap  which  is  being  boo™  ' 
The  C.W.S.  makes  good  toffee  : but  h off 
ask  directly  for  C.W.S.  toffee  and  soap  •' 

Has  not  the  time  come  for  an  adverts1^ 
campaign  on  new  lines  ? Might  there  no 
concerted  action  between  the  O.W  3,11  . 

not  !o«*S 
fiiienf*  50 

as  private  firms  display  might  r';,n“,nCI^> 
the  co-operative  movement  many  *°  * i 
operators  might ' at  first  concentrate  ^ 
limited  area  and  note  the  result-, 
to  get  a move  on.  And  they  nee  ^ 
co-operators  particularly — to  make  -ll 
their  prices  are  right  ns  M'ell  os  their 
tisementa. 


societies  ? Present  methods  nr 
consumers.  Big,  bold  advert 


congratulate* 

.azino  »s 


" Once  again  I have  to 
on  publishing  such  a fine  nnig  |/l,K 
month’s  ‘ Millgato.'  ” — A liter-1 
educational  authority. 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 
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The  End  of  " Vi-Coooa." 

The  shareholders  of  the  VVatford  Manufac- 
turing Company  Limited  have  decided  to 
wind-up*  the  company.  The  company  was 
formed  in  1898  under  the  name  of  Dr.  Tibbie’s 
Vi-Cocoa  Limited,  and  some  readers  will,  no 
doubt,  remember  the  numerous  advertisements 
of  this  article.  In  1906  the  name  was  changed 
to  the  present  title.  The  company  did  not  do 
well,  and  in  1915  three-quarters  of  tho  ordinary 
sham  capital  was  written  off  as  lost.  Some 
time  ago  Lord  Lcverhulme  acquired  a largo 
interest  in  it,  and  in  1918  and  1919  the  ordinary 
shareholders  received  7J  per  cent,  dividend, 
but  nothing  has  since  been  paid.  Encouraged 
by  the  growth  of  the  business  in  1918  and  1919, 
the  directors  decided  to  build  a large  new  fac- 
tory at  “ Delectaland,”  Watford,  but  the 
sudden  fall  in  trade  caused  them  to  suspend, 
building ; not,  however,  before  considerable 
sums  had  been  expended,  which  call  for  heavy 
annual  outlay  in  the  .shape  of  interest.  To 
continue  the  business  over  half-a-million  of 
additional  capital  would  be  required,  and  the 
shareholders  have  probably  adopted  the  wisest 
course  in  deciding  upon  liquidation.  The  adver- 
tisements of  this  cocoa  gave  rise  to  one  excellent 
joke,  viz.,  a youth  of  decidedly  Hebraic 
appearance  demands  a tin  of  cocoa,  -without 
specifying  the  brand,  and  is  asked  by  the 
grocer,  “ Vi-Cocoa  ? ” The  youth  looks  sur- 
prised, and  says  “ Vy  not  ? ” 

Miscellaneous. 

Bank  reports  from  Scotland  "state  that  pota- 
toes now  being  raised  are  yielding  good  crops, 
but  that  prices  have  fallen  to  a level  seldom 
experienced  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  that 
both  growers  and  merchants  are  losing  heavily. 
Much  the  same  news  comes  from  Ireland,  and, 
generally  speaking,  the  position  is  the  same 
throughout  the  country.  According  to  Bir- 
mingham reports,  the  jewellery  trade  is  par- 
ticularly slack,  especially  in  the  best  class  of 
goods,  but  a better  demand  is  being  expe- 
rienced for  silver  and  electro-plated  goods,  and 
button-makers  and  the  manufacturers  of  fancy 
leather  goods  report  improved  business  both 
in  Birmingham  and  Bristol.  Edinburgh  trade 
reports  state  that  exceptionally  good  business 
is  being  done  in  hosiery,  knitted  goods,  and 
tweeds,  but  that  the'  fishing  industry  is  de- 
pressed, owing  largely  to  the  continued  scarcity 
of  good  haddocks. 

Where  Nationalisation  Leads. 

Many  readers  will  have  noticed  on  the  post- 
mark which  obliterates  the  stamp  on  letters 
they  receive  the  new  ^Government  advertise- 
ment ''  Gable  to  Canada,  Australia,  and  New 
Zealand  via  Imperial.”  At  a time  when  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  capitalist-owned  press  en- 
deavours to  convey  the  impression  that  every 
nationalised  undertaking  is  a failure,  it  is  in- 
struct ive  to  take  one  of  the  leaflets  obtainable 
at  any  important  post  office,  headed  “ Via 
Imperial,”  from  which  I quote  the  following  : — 

CABLEGRAMS  FOR  CANADA,  WEST 
INDIES,  AUSTRALIA.  NEW  ZEALAND. 
Ac. 

1 The  Imperial  Cables  are  the  only  Trnns- 
Atluntic  cables  under  purely  British 
control.  - 

2-  A specially  rapid  service  is  provided  for 
lull-rate  telegrams. 

3.  Via  Imperial  gives  specially  low  rates  for 

deferred  telegrams  to  Canada.  It  was 
the  First  Atlantic  Cable  Route  on 
which  the  deferred  service  at  reduced 
pre-war  fates  was  restored  ; and  for 
some  parts  of  Canada  it  is  still  the 
only  cable  route  upon  which  these  pre- 
war rates  are  in  force. 

4.  Via  Imperial  is  the  only  route  on  which 

the  week-end  service  at  quarter  rates 
to  Australia  and  Now  Zealand  has 
r been  restored. 

o-'Via  Imperial  cablegrams  are  accepted  at 
any  Rest  Office. 

"■  I ia  Imperial  gives  all  the  facilities  avail- 
able by  other  routes — books  of  forms 
(single,  duplicate,  or  triplicate),  free 
receipts;  credit  accounts,  abbreviated 
- addresses,  repetitions,  Ac. 

I‘ urther  nnrCiculars  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Secretary,  General  Rest  Office, 
E.C.  1,  or  from  any  Head  Post  Office. 
Enquiries  by  telephone  receive  prompt, 
attention.  In  London  ring  up  the 
Secretary's  Olli<o  (Official  467)  or  the 
Imperial  Cable  Superintendent 
(Official  890). 

Paragraph  3 is  specially  interesting,  inasmuch 
a*  the  Western  Union  Cable  Company  on 
turday  last  gave  notice  that  it  also  was 
tlueing  rates  for  deferred  telegrams  between 
Ls  ®ountry  and  places  in  Canada.  It  is  noto- 
"oi thy  that  with  a governing  class  hostile  to 


public  ownership,  we  Bhould  yet  have  developed 
along  tho  line  of  a nationalised  cable  service 
which  advertises  that  it  is  the  only  Atlantic 
cable  under  purely  British  control,  and  that  it 
leads  tho  way  in  facilities  and  cheapened  ser- 
vices ; but  you  do  not,  dear  reader,  come  across 
any  notes  or  articles  in  your  daily  papers  point- 
ing out  this  superiority  of  public  enterprise. 
I wonder  why  not  ? 

Air  Mails. 

For  the  reason  mentioned  above,  viz.,  that 
our  governing  class  does  not  desire  the  growth 
of  nationalised  services  which  would  affect  the 
sources  of  wealth  of  themselves  and  their 
friends  and  relatives,  they  have  m the  past 
not  permitted  already  nationalised  under- 
takings to  make  the  most  of  their  oppor- 
tunities. The  Post  Office  is  a flagrant  instance 
of  this  sort,  and  if  wo  had,  for  instance,  a 
postal  qheque  system  and  a cash-on-delivery 
parcel  post,  as  most  other  countries  .possess — 
Canada  is  inaugurating  the  latter  service  on 
October  1st — trade  would  be  greatly  facili- 
tated. It  is  cheering,  therefore,  to  be  able  to 
discern  some  signs  of  more  Post  Office  activity. 
Leaflets  ore  now  being  distributed  in  London 
headed  by  a large,  attractive  block  illustrating 
aeroplanes  flying  over  tho  desert  and  camels 
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on  their  way  to  a town  of  domes  and  minarets. 
The  leaflet  gives  numerous  reasons  why  London 
business  men  should  make  use  of  the  air  mails 
to  Paris,  Rotterdam,  and  Amsterdam,  pointing 
out  that  these,  at  an  extra  cost  of  2d.  and  3d. 
per  ounce,  may  result  in  a gain  of  up  to  twenty- 
four  hours  to  Spain,  Austria,  Jugo-Slavia, 
Bulgaria,  Greece,  Turkey,  Germany,  Czecho- 
slovakia, Norway,  Sweden,  and  Finland.  Par- 
ticulars are  also  given  of  the  transmission  of 
parcels  by  air  post.  A live  Post  Office,  giving 
all  the  services  that  the  Post  Offices  of  most 
other  nations  do,  could  revolutionise  the  life 
and  industry  of  the  country ; but  while 
cheapening  costs  in  many  directions,  it  would 
interfere  with  private  enterprise  in  others,  so 
wo  shall  have  to  wait  for  a Government  very 
different  from  our  present  one  to  secure  these 
advantages. 

The  Italian  Silk  Trade. 

Figures  recently  published  show  a consider- 
able decline  in  tho  Italian  silk  trade,  which  is 
one  of  great  importance  to  that  country,  as  it 
represents  about  one-fourth  of  the  total  ex- 
ports. Silk  used  to  be  produced  all  over  the 
country,  but  it  is  now  practically  restricted  to 
the  north,  where  the  silk  factories  are  situated. 
Last  year  tho  production  of  cocoons  is  esti- 
mated to  have  been  31,000  tons,  whereas  for 
the  five  years  prior  to  the  war  the  average 
annual  production  was  41,000  tons.  Thirty 
years  ago  Italy  supplied  30  per  cent,  of  tho 
world’s  production  of  silk  ; now  it  is  about  10 
per  cent.  The  decline  is  attributed  to  the 
growth  of  production  in  China  and  Japan,  with 
their  lower  labour  costs,  and,  it  is  said,  a better 
selective  policy  of  silk-worms.  Yellow  silk 
used  to  be  a monopoly  of  Italy,  but  now  tho 
Japanese  are  producing  it  with  great  success, 
and  the  war  enabled  them  to  make  consider- 
able headway.  Italy’s  principal  customers  for 
Bilk  are  F ranee,  Switzerland,  the  United  States, 
and  ourselves.  It  may  be  that  the  growth  of 
the  use  of  artificial  silk  has  something  to  do 
with  the  decline,  but  I believe  that  in  the 
matter  of  quality  tho  Italian  natural  silk  is  as 
good  as  any  in  tho  world. 


THE  ONLY  WAY  TO 

100 ‘/o  TRADE. 


CAPITALISTS  OF  THE  WORLD  CANNOT  RETARD 
CO-OPERATIVE  PROGRESS. 


PRICE,  QUALITY,  AND  SERVICE  INSISTED  UPON. 


By  F.  C CROVVTHER. 


“ Alpha  ” has  said  recently  that  prices, 
quality,  and  service  are  the  essentials  for  a 100 
per  cent,  movement. 

Tbis  ought  surely  to  be  the  object.  One 
hundred  per  cent,  purchase  ! Is  it  obtainable  ? 
Is  it  desired  ? 

If  these  two  questions  are  answered  (as  they 
should  be)  in  the  affirmative,  then  the  methods 
of  achievement  arc  all  that  need  be  discussed. 

Prices  play  the  chief  part  in  co-operative 
trade.  The  majority  of  women  are  lured  by 
the  price  ; the  quality  can  onty  be  tested  after 
purchase,  therefore  price  is  the  attraction  to 
the  shop.  If  quality  be  backed  up  by  efficient 
service,  then  customers  may  be  held. 

Generally  speaking,  where  co-operative  trade 
is  exceptionally  low,  these  three  factors  will  be 
found  to  be  largely  responsible,  although  some 
well-managed  societies,  giving  quality  and 
excelling  in  service  and  cutting  prices,  are  going 
through  the  mill,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
the  people  have  not  got  the  necessary  pur- 
chasing power,  and  competition  is  keen — i.e., 
too  many 'shops  for  the  available  trade,  hence 
the  stores  suffer  with  the  others.  Only  a 
general  revival  of  trade  or  the  closing  down  of 
some  shops,  private  trade  or  co-operative,  can 
alter  this  position. 

Fixed  Prices  and  Consumer. 

The  question  of  fixed  prices  must  of  necessity 
play  a part  in  the  trade  campaign,  and  is  one 
of  extreme  importance  at  the  present  juncture. 

The  evidence  so  far  is  overwhelming  that 
where  prices  for  C.VV.S.  goods  have  been  adver- 
tised the  demand  has  increased,  with  beneficial 
results  to  both  retail  and  wholesale. 

The  case  against  fixed  prices,  from  the  retail 
societies’  point  of  view,  is  one  that  will  require 
consideration,  but  should  not  be  difficult.  The 
principle  is  already  established. 

The  retail  opposition  to  the  fixing  of  prices 
by  the  C.W.S.  is  on  the  ground  of  undue  inter- 
ference with  management,  but  cases  are  known 
where  C.W.S.  goods  are  bought  at  a lower  price 
and  sold  at  a higher  price  than  similar  com- 
petitive lines,  thus  handicapping  the  productive 
works  of  the  movement,  injuring  its  stability, 
and  penalising  the  consumer,  in  whose  interest 
the  movement  is  organised. 

Proprietary  Articles. 

When  asked  why  proprietary  articles,  for 
instance,  are  stocked  in  competition  with  our 
own  productions,  the  reply  frequently  is  that 
“ Members  ask  for  them,  and  if  not  stocked 
this  trade  will  ga  elsewhere  ” — a reasonable 
enough  retort,  but  when  one  remembers  that 
proprietary  articles  frequently  show  a less 
return  than  similar  C.W.S.  productions,  argu- 
ment against . fixed  prices  for  co-operative 
productions  fails. 

If  societies  will  supply  competitive  goods  at 
prices  fixed  by  our  opponents,  and  which  give 
less  return  (because  members  ask  for  them), 
why  they  object  to  supplying  co-operative  pro- 
ductions under  similar  conditions  is  more  than 
many,  both  inside  and  outside  the  movement, 
can  understand. 

In  a recent  issue  of  a grocery  trade  journal 
there  appeared  a full-page  advertisement  to  the 
following  effect : — 

Reduction  in  Prices. 

From  August  14th,  1922,  the  terms 

chargeable  by  wholesalers  for — are  as 

follows : — 

One  to  four  cases  ...  24s.  per  case. 

Five  or  more  cases...  23s.  3d.  per  case. 

Each  case  containing  three  doz.  packets. 
The  retail  selling  price  after  August  14tli 
next  wiH  be  reduced  to  9jd.  per  packet. 

N.B. — The  reduction  in  price  "ill  be  an- 
nounced to  the  public  on  August  30th. 

You  are  requested  to  endeavour  to  get 
piesent  stocks  away  by  that  date  and  order 
fresh  supplies  at  the  new  prices 
immediately. 

Here  follows  a paragraph  stating  how  the 
producers  of  this  proprietary  article,  by  pub- 
licity, help  sales  and  ensure  a good  steady 
business  in  this  particular  line. 

This  proprietary  article  will  probably  bo 
stocked  by  every  society  in  the  country  in  order 
to  meet  the  demand  created  by  national 
advertising. 


Most  Favourod  Firm. 

Tf  societies  are  prepared  to  help  outsiders  to 
this  extent,  how  much  more  should  they  bo 
expected  to  give  similar  treatment  to  their  own 
institution. 

Tho  capacity  df  C.W.S.  factories  is  not 
sufficient  to  supply  all  the  members’  needs  if 
there  were  a 100  per  cent,  demand.  War- 
time proved  this  to  the  hilt,  and  it  seems 
feasible  to  argue,  from  accumulated  experience 
and  evidence,  that  the  advertising  of  prices  of 
certain  articles  would  undoubtedly  go  a long 
way  towards  running  the  factories  full  time — 
the  first  essential  to  economic  production — and 
at  the  same  time  bring  increased  trade  to  the 
stores. 

The  average  purchases  in  the  movement  last 
year  were  less  than  £1  per  member  per  week. 

Tlie  fact  that  less  than  half  the  spending 
power  of  our  members  finds  its  way  to  the 
stores  has  proved  that  their  needs  are  not 
catered  for  as  they  might  be.  A few  members 
spend  all  with  the  society  through  sheer 
loyalty— some  would  say,  perhaps,  blind 
loyalty  ; others  divide  their  purchases,  being 
attracted  elsewhere  by  (1)  lower  prices,  (2) 
quality,  (3)  service. 

[Mr.  C'rowther’s  article  will  be  concluded 
in  next  week's  issue. — Ed.,  “ C'.  N.”] 


WAR  ON  CAPITALISM. 

The  I.L.P.  has  recognised  that  while 
many  are  in  favour  of  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  there  are  different  ideas 
as  to  how  it  is  to  be  established  and  tlie 
basis  of  its  organisation.  Tlie  theories  ot 
State  Socialism  have  been  greatly  modi- 
fied during  recent  years  both  by  trade 
union  and  co-operative  experience.  The 
trade  union  experience  has  led  to  an  in- 
creased recognition  of  tlie  necessity  for 
what  is  described  ns  “ workers’  control.” 
The  co-operative  experience  lias  led  to  an 
increased  recognition  of  the  permanent 
value  of  the  voluntary  organisation  of 
consumers.  In  its  new  programme  (says  a 
correspondent)  the  I.L.P.  has  recognised 
both  these  contributions  to  socialist  theory, 
and  has  urged  that  “ the  basis  of  indus- 
trial democracy  must  be: — (1)  The 
organisation  of  the  wage  and  salary 
earners ; (2)  tlie  organisation  of  con- 

sumers.” The  I.L.P.  is  calling  confer- 
ences in  nearly  all  the  large  centres  of 
Britain  during  November  and  December 
to  discuss  this  programme,  and  to  these 
conferences  delegates  will  be  invited  from 
co-operative  societies  and  their  education 
committees,  co-operative  guilds,  trade 
unions,  &c. 


By  Appointment. 

Delicious  is  not 
the  word  for  it  ! 

Ordinary  cream  is  “ delicious.” 
But  taste  Nestle’s  which  is  extra* 
ordinary  cream,  and  you  will  agree 
that  delicious  doesn't  half  describe 
its  enticing  smoothness  and  sur- 
passing flavour.  Now  is  the  time 
to  enjoy  it,  with  all  lands  of 
luscious  fruit,  and  with  dainty  pies 
and  tarts  and  cereals.  Entirely 
free  from  preservatives. 

NESTLES 
CREAM 

Often  11  Whipped  ” — Never  Beaten. 

Sold  at  ali  Co-operalive  Stores. 

NESTLE’S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


PURE 

THICK 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


SeI’TEM  II Kit  10,  lf)2*) 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


GERMAN  MARK  AND  AUSTRIAN  CROWN, 


CAN  THE  CO-OPERATIVES  ESCAPE  COLLAPSE? 


The  state  of  affairs  in  Germany  and 
Austria  go  from  bad  to  worse,  and  there 
is  the  greatest  danger  to  the  great  co- 
operative movements  in  the  two  countries 
concerned. 

“ One  does  not  know  what  to  do,  and 
which  way  to  turn.  The  mass  of  our  mem- 
bers and  their  leaders  are  seized  with 
dismay : they  can  expect  nothing  more 

than  a miracle — which  certainly  will  not 
happen.  The  one  thing  certain  is  .disas- 
ter, the  falling  in  of  the  roof  that  has 
sheltered  us” — so  says  the  “Konsum- 
genossenschaftliehe  Rundschau,”  the  organ 
of  the  German  co-operative  movement. 

Herr  Heinrich  Kaufmann,  in  explaining 
the  situation  in  Germany  states:  “The 
shrinking  of  the  standard  of  value  of  the 
mark  has  not  been  followed  by  a corre- 
sponding increase  in  the  prices  of  goods. 
If  that  had  been  the  case  the  co-opera- 
tives would  have  been  receiving,  in  pro- 
portion and  for  each  amount  of  good.s 
sold,  as  many  paper  marks  as  they  had 
need  of  to  repurchase  the  same  quantity. 
Not  having  done  so,  they  find  themselves 
in  the  position  of  having  handed  over  the 
goods  below  their  real  value,  of  having, 
in  fact,  made  presents  to  the  members. 

. . . To-day,  they  are  paying  dearly, 


alas,  for  the  consequences  of  this 
philanthropy.” 

The  greatest  pessimism  obtains  in  the 
co-operative  movement  of  Austria.  In  the 
general  distress  of  the  country,  the 
Government  has  had  recourse  to  control, 
but  as  this  control  is  made  by  a committee 
of  bankers  it  seems — to  quote  the  official 
organ,  “ Der  Freie  Genossensdhnfter  ” — 
like  setting  wolves  to  watch  over  the  sheep- 
told.  However,  after  a deputation  of  co- 
operators,  the  Government  has  promised 
that  a representative  of  the  consumers 
shall  have  a seat  on  the  committee  along 
with  a representative  of  private  trade, 
The  stocks  of  flour,  fats,  sugar,  &c.,  are 
nearly  exhausted.  The  Government,  faced 
with  the  necessity  of  avoiding  a scarcity  of 
food,  can  do  nothing  else  but  return  to 
rationing. 

The  irritation  of  the  working  classes  is 
increasing,  for  whilst  they  have  to  pay 
for  goods  on  the  gold  standard  their 
wages  are  paid  in  paper.  The  promise 
that  their  wages  would  automatically  be 
adjusted  to  the  minimum  cost  of  liv 
has  not  been  kept,  and  at  the  co-operative 
stores,  tlie  centres  for  the  victualling  of 
the  working  classes,  the  working  capital 
dribbles  away  like  water  in  the  hollow  of 
the  hand. 


SWEDISH  CABINET  COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDS  CO-OPERATION. 


A STRONG  INDICTMENT  OF  PRIVATE  TRADING. 


Two  years  ago  the  Swedish  Government 
appointed  a special  cabinet  committee  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  the  many  middle- 
men and  the  intermediate  profits  between 
producer  and  consumer.-  In  the  beginning 
of  -August,  this  year,  the  committee  had 
summed  up  the  results  of  its  research,  and 
hatided  over  its  report  to  the  Government. 

It  must  be  said  at  once  that  the  findings 
are  very  good  from  the  co-operator’s  point 
of  view.  The  committee  states  that  there 
are  a good  deal  too  many  shops  in  the  retail 
trades.  It  has  had  under  consideration  a 
great  number  of  cities  and  municipalities, 
and  states  that  there  is  an  average  of  eighty- 
two  retail  shops  to  1.000  inhabitants.  The 
committee  states,  too,  that  the  average 
turnover  in  the  co-operative  shops  is  higher 
than  the  average  in  the  private  shops,  and 
points  out  that  the  cost  of  trading  on  the 
average,  in  a certain  degree,  is  decreasing 
in  larger  shops. 

The  committee  also  deals  with  the  private 
traders’  associations,  and  shows  how  these 
organisations  try  to  prevent  competition  by 
having  mutual  price  lists  to  control  each 
other.  A very  good  example  of  this  the 
committee  had  fovuid  in  the  annual  report 
of  the  private  shopkeepers’  association  in 
Stockholm,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the 
directors  of  the  association  can  .prevent  the 
supplies  of  goods  to  the  private  shopkeepers 
who  do  not  follow  the  association’s  price 
lists. 

When  the  cabinet  committee  conies  to  the 
remedy  for  the  difficulties  of  the  middleman 
system,  it  finds  that  the  best  way  out  of  it 
is  a strong  and  vigorous  co-operative  move- 
ment. Tlve  members  write  in  their  report 
as  follows : — 

“ It  is  clear  that  consumers’  co-operation 
offers  a vigorous  defence  against  the  ten- 
dencies to  combine.  Many  examples  could 
be  mentioned  where  large  organisations  of 
shopkeepers  have  been  forced  by  the  co- 
operative' society  to  pull  down  the  prices— an 
act  which  the  association  otherwise  would 
have  prevented.  The  great  importance  of 
the  co-operative  movement  in  this  respect 
lias  been  proved  in  a remarkable  degree, 
particularly  during  this  period  of  deprecia- 
tion, when  tile  co-operative  societies,  as  a 
rule,  have  been  the  first  to  cut  down  prices. 

“Also  in  regard  to  Hie  necessary  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  shops,  the  co-operative 
movement  has  exercised  its  healthy  influ- 
ence. It  is  evident  that  the  customers  who 
join  together  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
their  demands  for  goods  do  not  start  more 
shops  than  are  necessary. 

“ Previously  it  has  been  stated  that  the 
^o-bperative  shops,  on  the  average,  have  a 


greater  number  of  customers  than  the  pri- 
vate shops.  The  co-operative  movement, 
therefore,  has  better  possibilities  than  the 
private  shopkeepers  lor  reaping  the  advan- 
tage of  concentration.” 

The  committee  further  deals  with  the 
mutual  interests  between  the  farmers  and 
the  consumers,  and  recommends  a closer 
connection  between  the  co-operative  societies 
and  the  agricultural  co-operative  movement. 
This  connection  should  be  organised,  both 
in  respect  of  the  farnjers’  membership  in 
the  local  co-operative  societies  in  the  agri- 
cultural district  and  in  respect  of  the  co- 
operative societies  for  concentrating  their 
supplies  of  agricultural  products  from  co- 
operative agricultural  sources. 

The  committee  suggests  the  compiling  of 
price  statistics  and  municipal  price  commit- 
tees, so  as  to  enable  the  government  to  take 
into  consideration  the  means  of  education 
in  regard  to  the  co-operative  movement  in 
Certain  convenient  schools,  and  that  the 
Government  might  propose  that  Parliament 
direct  10,000  crowns  for  organising  a central 
board  for  the  whole  of  co-operation. 

Of  course,  the  committee’s  report  has  been 
received  with  nasty  remarks  on  the  middle- 
men’s side,  but  the  facts  are  so  strong  that 
there  is  not  much  ground  for  criticism. 


REBUILDING  FRANCE. 

MATERIALS  FROM  GERMANY. 

Co-operative  societies  are  busily 
engaged  in  reconstructing  the  war-devas- 
tated areas  in  France,  a full  account  of 
which  was  given  in  the  “ Millgate 
Monthly  ” recently. 

M.  de  Lubersac,  the  Senator  for  the 
Department  of  the  Aisne,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the'  General  Federation  of  Co- 
operative Societies  in  the  areas  under  re- 
construction, has  negotiated  and  just 
signed  a big  contract  with  Herr  Stinnes, 
the  big  German  capitalist,  for  the  supply 
of  building  materials — bricks,  cement, 
mortar,  roofs,  slates,  carpentry,  and 
hardware. 

The  interests  represented  by  M.  Lnber- 
sae  are  those  of  130,000  landlords,  who 
have  sustained  damage  estimated  at 
30,000,000,000  francs,  or,  normally 
£1,200,000,000.  Tlio  Senator  says:  “ It 

is  to  our  interest  to  get  these  materials  in 
Germany,  and  it  is  to  Germany’s  interest 
to  supply  us  with  them.  It  is  a meaus 
for  her  to  pay  part  of  her  debt.” 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE. 


AN  IRISH  “IDYLL.” 

There  are  many  people  who  are  heartily 
sick  of  the  very  name  of  Ireland.  They  are 
English,  and  the  Irish,  unfortunately,  per- 
sist in  being  Irish,  and  demand  an  elastic 
tape  measure  instead  of  conforming  to  our 
standa  rds. 

1 am  English.  I have  talked  the  usual 
kind  of  rot  about  Ireland.  I did  not  under- 
stand. I did  not  try  to  understand.  Hut 
I have  read  a novel — “ The  House  of  Suc- 
cess,”* by  Darrell  Figgis — and  at  long  last 
I am  beginning  to  understand  almost  as 
much  ns  a dull  Englishman  can  hope  to. 

The  story  is  a depressing  one.  It  marches. 
One  feels,  in  reading  it,  that  the  gods  are 
dominant,  that  they  mould  us  all,  and  we 
have  little  voice  in  the  pattern.  The  feeling 
of  inevitability  is  not  a healthy  feeling,  and 
this  book  of  Figgis,  like  his  “ Children  of 
Earth,”  has  that  failing  of  feeling.  The 
central  figure  is  the  sport  of  the  gods.  As 
a boy  lie  knows  the  difference  between  being 
kept  awake  by  cold  and  -being  kept  awake 
by  lice.  He  decides  that  “ poverty  is  a 
sin.  . . . And  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  soul 
you  have  to  think  of  your  own  soul  first, 
and  get  out  of  sin  the  shortest  road  you 
can.” 

He  builds  the  house  of  success,  and  his 
son  is  not  content  to  live  in  it  and  extend 
it.  It  is  this  son  who  has  taught  me  to 
look  at  myself  through  the  eyes  of  ail  Irish- 
man, to  see  the  Irish  as  they  see  themselves. 
There  is  little  space  for  quotations.  One  or 
two  passages  I must  quote. 

“ Do  you  really  mean  that  . . . any  mere 
handful  . . . may  be  a nation  against  a 
whole  people?” 

“ So  you’re  going  to  find  out  what's  right 
by  counting  the  heads  in  a crowd?  There 
are  some  people  do  that,  sure.  It's  not  that 
they  don’t  know  what’s  right,  I suppose, 
but  they  failed  to  make  it  work.  Then  they 
took  to  counting  heads  because  it’s  easier, 
even  if  they  saved  themselves,  some  of 

them,  by  laughing  at  the  crowd.  . . . Where 

are  you  going  to  find  what’s  right  if  it  isn’t 
in  those  who  express  the  idea  of  it?  Or 
maybe  there  isn’t  such'  a thing?  And  maybe 
’twas  .only  for  the  fun  of  it  fools  for  700 
years  went  to  fight  and  die  in  Ireland,  never 
caring  did  they  win  or  lose,  but  only  to  do 
what  they  couldn't  escape?” 

“ ‘ And  do  you,' Jerry,  think  you’ve  got  a 
monopoly  of  right  ?’ 

“ There  was  no  reply. 

“ 1 1 asked  you  a question,  sou.’ 

” ‘ I think  I’ve  got  a monopoly  of  what’s 
right  to  me,’  he  said,  softly.” 


Jerry  was  a “ rebel.”  But  if  the  ridn 
generation  in  Ireland  are  like  unto  hiuj. 
but  I’ll  leave  it  at  tliis.  “The  House  0f 
Success  ” is  a book  no  Englishman  could 
have  written.  It  is  a book  every  English. 


man  ought  to  read. 


A.  F. 


The  Hnose  of  Success."  by  Barron  Figeis.  Tbo 
Gael  ( 'o-(>iR>rative  Publishing  Society  Limited 
7s.  6ti.  net. 


THE  POISON  THAT 
DESTROYS. 


A singularly  effective  article  by  Mr.  £ 
D.  Morel,  which  appeared  in  ” Foreign 
Affairs  ” in  August,  has  been  reprinted  ina 
pamphlet  published  by  the  Independent 
Labour  Party  (8,  Johnson’s  Court.  Fleet- 
street,  London),  under  the  title,  “ The 
Poison  that' Destroys  ” (2d.  net).  The 
pamphlet  is  a splendid  reinforcement  to 
“ No-More-War  ” propaganda.  It  sets  forth 
“ the  case  for  a national  inquiry  into  tlio 
causes  of  the  war  and  the  disaster  of  tlio 
peace."  Mr.  Morel’s  care  is  simply  that  tlio 
people  of  nearly  every  country  in  Europe 
were  lied  to  by  their  Governments  in  1914 
(and  before).  It  is  pointed  out,  for  example, 
that  it  had  been  repeatedly  denied  that  wo 
had  any  military  obligations,  when,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  we  had  obligations  to  France 
that  compelled  us  to  join  in  the  war.  Tlio 
writer  claims  that  Germany  had  uo  more 
than  a share  in  the  starting  of  the  war,  and 
he  argues  that  the  peace  framed  wa>  tlio 
only  sort  of  peace  That  the  secret  treaties— 
in  which  nearly  all  the  great  powers  were 
involved — made  possible.  Knowledge  of  tlio 
methods  by  which  wars  are  brought  about 
is  essential  to  the  efforts  needed  to  prevent 
wars,  and  Mr.  Morel  supplies  plenty  of  de- 
tail fully  upheld  by  the  multitudinous 
authorities  he  quotes. 


USEFUL  PUBLICATIONS. 

Two  new  publications  issued  bv  tlio 
National  Joint  Council  of  the  Labour  .Move- 
ment (33,  Eccjestoii-square,  London)  should 
be  welcomed.  “ The  Blind  Persons  Act, 
1920  ” (3d.  past  free)  recounts  the  ngituimi 
that  preoed^dTho- passing  of  this  Ac  t,  and 
gives  information  respecting  its  administra- 
tion. A number  of  useful  and  intern  ting 
statistics  respecting  the  blind  population  is 
contained  in  the  appendices,  with  pftitieiilhrt 

of  a typical  scheme  of  employment in 

operation  under  the  terms  of  the  Act  iiftlie  'r 
City  of  Birmingham.  “The  Faik  Wages  * 
Clause  ” (3d.)  gives  a brief  history  of  the 
Fair  Wages  Clause  as  applicable  to  con- 
tracts for  Government  work,  an  .examination 
of  the  administration-  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Clause  and  recommendations  respecting 
fit»  amendment.  Both  subjects  are  worthy 
of  more  attention  than  they  receive. 


TEST  QUESTIONS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY  SUGGESTIONS. 

PREPARATIONS  FOR 

NOVEMBER  ELECTIONS. 

The  National  Committee  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  have  issued  a circular,  urging 
upon  co-operative  societies  and  local  parties 
the  desirability  of  taking  early  steps  to 
select  their  candidates  for  the  municipal 
elections  of  November  next.  “ The  need 
for  co-operative  representation  on  local 
bodies,”  the  circular  statcs;  **  has  been  re- 
peatedly emphasised,  and  if  success  is  to 
be  achieved  and  the  interests  of  our  move- 
ment safeguarded,  it  is  essential  that  an 
'efficient  organisation  should  be  established. 

“ Careful  selection  of  the  candidates 
should  bo  made,  ancl  every  opportunity 
should  be  taken  of  bringing  the  Co-opera- 
tive candidate  to  the  notice  of  the  electors. 
We  may  again  point  out  the  suitability  of 
women  for  this  important  branch  of  local 
administration.  Having  selected  your'  can- 
didate, ward  committees  should  he  estab- 
lished, co-operators  specially  invited  to 
enrol  as  workers,  election  addresses  and 
canvass  cards  prepared,  and  . meetings 
arranged.  We  shall  be  glad  to, give  all  in- 
formation and  help  to  societies  or  parties 
who  are  putting  forwaid  candid  itex." 

Societies  and  local  Co-operative  parties 
are  requested  to  keep  in  ton-  li  with  the 
head  office  on  all  matters  affecting  the  poli- 
tical side  of,  the  movement.  It:  is  pointed 
out  that  only,  by  co-ordination  c-f  effort  and 
sympathetic  help  can  the  organisation  be 
made  effective.  It  would  greatly  assist  the 
National  Committee  if  so-. ieCic's  and  ! ><  d 
parties  would  keep  the  head  office  advised  of 
all  local  developments. 

As  regards  the  General  Election,  societies 
are  informed  that  the  National  Committee 
have  alneady  sanctioned  the  nominating  of 
Co-operative  Parliamentary  candidates'  in 
ten  constituencies.  Every  effort  is  being 
made  to  create,  the  necessary  organisation 
to  achieve  success. 

In  the  constituencies  where  no  Go-oner n- 
tive  candidates  are  being  put  forward  socie- 


ties are  strongly  urged  to  submit  test 
questions  to  the  candidates  of  othof  pcditic-.il 
parties,  carefully  consider  the  replies,  anil 
afterwards  organise  tile  co-operative  vote  in 
favour  of  the  candidates  wfiesa  .replies  are 
most  favourable  tb-tlie  movement.  A list  .of 
test  questions  has  been  compiled  by  UiC 
National  Committee,  and  will  be  circulate ;1 
in  good  time  for  the  election. 


By  Appointment. 

HOW  many  brands  of  milk 
can  you  think  of  with  a 
reputation  equal  to  Nestle’s? 
NOT  ONE.  Quality,  Purity, 
Safety — these  all  tell  with  the 
vast  majority  of  people,  ami 
Nestle’s  is  still  unrivalled. 

Nestle  s Milk 

(English  or  Swiss) 

THE  RICHEST  IN  CREAM 

OR 

IDEAL  MILK 

(if  unsweetened  preferred) 

Use  Nesfcle’s  for  all  purposes 
and  you  will  be  safe  against 
all  milk  risks. 

Sold  at  all  Co-ojJoratioo  Stores. 

NESTLE’S.  6-S,  Eastcheap.  E.C.3. 
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'"trade  unionists  and 

CO-OPERATORS. 

RELATIONS  DISCUSSED  AT  SOUTHPORT  CONGRESS. 

BY  OCR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


i pointed  out  last  week  in  my  references 
to  the  Trade  Unions  Congress,  co-operative 
interests  were  involved  in  the  .General 
Council’s  report  on  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators.  Thii'ty- 
flV'  meetings  of  the  Joint  Committee  had 
Ireen  held  and  240  eases  had  been  dealt  with. 
The  Joint  Committee  protested  against  the 
action  of  certain  societies,  notably  the 
C.W.S.  and  the  Plymouth  Society,  in  impos- 
ing reductions  without  prior  consultations 
n-ilh  tlie  Unions. 

0a  this  report  the  General  Council  were 
congratulated  last  week  by  Mr.  J agger 
(National  Union  of  Distributive  and  Allied 
Workers),  who  associated  himself  very 
n-nnnly  with  that  part  of  the  report  which 
said  the  machinery  of  the  committee  needed 
overhauling.  His  chief  indictment  of  the 
machinery  of  the  Joint  Committee  was  that 
it  made  arbitration  compulsory  for  trade 
unionists,  but  left  it  optional  for  employers. 
He  asserted  that  the  C.W.S.  had  refused  to 
come  before  the  Joint  Committee  seven 
times. 

11  Employers’  Federations.” 

Mr.  Jagger’s  observations  were  supported 
by  Mr.  Hallsworth  (joint  secretary  of  the 
same  union),  who  asked  trade  unionists 
present,  who  were  associated  with  co-opera- 
tive committees,  to  see  that  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee was  properly  constituted.  Several 
unions  represented  there  had  had  cuts  in 
wages  which  he  described  as  scandalous,  and 
lie  submitted  further  that  no  case  had  come 
before  the  Industrial  Courts  in  which  there 
had  been  similar  cuts  in  wages.  He  depre- 
cated the  entry  of  women  into  many  occupa- 
tions in  the  C.W.S. , who  were  not  in  those 
occupations  in  the  same  number  before  the 
war.  The  effect  of  this,  lie-  said,  would  be 
to  drag  down  wages.  He  regarded  the 
Hours  and  Wages  Boards  not  as  joint  com- 
mittees of  employers  and  workpeople,  but  ns 
employers’  federations  wbieli  received  the 
workers  as  if  they  were  merely  a deputation. 

A resolution  was  submitted  instructing  the 
General  Council,  in  view  of  the  serious  dis- 
satisfaction arising  out  of  delays  in  dealing 
with  the  matters  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, to  convene  'a  conference  of  unions 
affiliated  to  the  Congress  having  members 
employed  in  the  movement  with  a view  to 
foiluulatiug  a satisfactory  scheme  for  deal- 
ing with  tl>3  conditions  of  employment  for 
all  co-operative  employees.  The  resolution 
further  empowered  the  General  Council  to 
amend  the  constitution  and  rules  of  the 
Joint  Committee  as  such  a conference  might 
deem  advisable. 

Mr.  John  Turner  (Shop  Assistants’ 
Union),  who  moved  the  resolution,  claimed 
that  goodwill  was  not  exhibited  suffic  iently 
on  the  employers’  side  of  that  committee. 
He  submitted  that  there  was  romething 
wrong  if  those  in  the  Labour  movement  could 
not  elaborate  machinery  to  deal  with  dis- 
putes in  the  eo-operative  movement,  which 
was  almost  exclusively  mnde  up  of  working 


By  Appointment. 


You  ean  be  sure 
your  Milk  is  Pure 

It  is  only  natural  to  be  nervous 
about  milk  because  the  impurity  of 
the  public  milk  supply  is  so  well- 
known.  The  way  to  avoid  all 
possible  risk  is  to  use  Nestl6’s.  It 
comes  from  cows  in  perfect  health ; 
it  is  absolutely  protected  from  con- 
tamination in  the  condenseries ; and 
it  is  obviously  impossible  for 
Nestles  to  become  contaminated 
during  transit.  For  over  fifty  years 
Nestl6’s  has  stood  for  Perfection 
and  Protection. 

NESTLE'S 

MILK 

the  richest  in  cream 

Demand  Nestle's — always.  It 
serves  you  right  ! ALL  WAYS. 

NESTLE'S,  6-8,  Eastcheap,  E.C.3. 


l>cople.  In  support  of  his  reference  to  the 
one-sided  nature  of  the  arrangements,  lie 
quoted  a letter  from  the  C.W.S.  declining  to 
refer  'certain  disputes  at  Silver  town  to  the 
Committee  for  Arbitration.  He  was  most 
anxious  that  there  should  he  machinery  to 
deal  with  these  disputes,  but  it  was  no  use 
having  it  if  cue  side  could  refuse  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  it. 

Machinery  Unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  Jagger  seconded  the  resolution,  and 
in  doing  so  again  referred  to  the  “ represen- 
tatives of  the  employers’  federations.” 
When  the  C.W.S.  put  in  a demand  for  a slid- 
ing scale,  he  said,  there  was  sitting  with  the 
employers’  representatives,  Mr.  lliddle  'the 
chairman  cf  the  Northern  Employers’  Fed- 
eration), who  had  in  his  pocket  a sliding  scale 
he  was  going  to  deliver  to  us  in  the  north. 
The  machinery  was  unsatisfactory,  and  the 
General  Council  should  take  the  opportunity 
of  setting  up  new  machinery. 

Mr.  Neil  M’Leau,  M.P.,  somewhat  dis- 
counted these  criticisms.  Members  and 
delegates  of  that  Congress,  lie  said,  were 
themselves  to  blame.  The  co-operative 
societies  were  as  democratic  as  the  trade 
unions,  and  it  was  for  the  members  of  the 
trade  unions  to  make  a point  of  turning  up- 
• at  their  co-operative  societies’  meetings  and 
exercising  their  po'wer  there.  That  would 
very  soon  shape  the  co-operative  movement 
to  an  extent  that  there  would  be  no  occasion 
for  the  Joint  Committee  to  deal  with  wages. 

Mr.  H.  Gosling  (a  member  of  the  Joint 
Board)  said  the  General  Council  had  already 
anticipated  that  resolution  because  a con- 
ference had  already  been  called  and  was  to 
be  further  developed  so  that  any  claim  put 
forward  by  co-operative  employees  could  be 
properly  honoured.  Both  sides  Mere  leaving 
far  too  much  to  the  committee  to  do,  aiid 
do  not  do  enough  themselves.  He  believed 
that  the  co-operative  side  realised  quite  as 
much  as  the  trade  union  side  the  necessity 
of  restoring  the  machinery. 

The  resolution  Mas  then  adopted. 

Fraternal  Delegates. 

It  was  not  till  Thursday  that  the  fraternal 
delegates  had  time  for  their  speeches.  Co- 
operators  sometimes  demur  to  the  length  of 
tune  devoted  to  these  courtesies  at  their 
own  congresses;  but  they  have  never  had  to 
listen  to  any  fraternal  delegate  who  occupied 
so  much  time  as  the  Canadian  delegate  at 
Southport.  The  Trade  Union  delegates  did 
not  grudge  him  the  time  he  took,  however, 
for  it  was  an  excellent  speech.  He  asked 
delegates  to  consider  very  carefully  some 
anomalies  that  intruded  themselves  upon 
their  attention.  One  of  them  ivas  that : 
War  provides  work  for  the  people  while 
peace  allows  them  to  starve.  Another  was 
that  Governments  could  compel  able-bcdied 
people  to  work  in  war  time,  and  they  should 
he  able  to  make  them  do  it  in  peace  time. 
The  chief  part  of  his  speech  was  devoted  to 
labour  laws,  labour  organisation,  and  unem- 
ployment in  Canada,  and  he  concluded  with 
a serious  warning  to  intending  emigrants, 
such  as  is  embodied  in  the  article  we  print 
this  week  about  New  Zealand.  The  luie  of 
farms  and  a grand  life  was  attracting  many 
to  Canada ; but  if  such  things  were  obtain- 
able, lie  asked,  how  was  it  that  the  starving 
unemployed  of  Canada  did  not  seize  on  to 
them  r - He  declared  that  one  of  the  parties 
behind  the  emigration  schemes  was  a big 
company  which  had  land  to  sell  and  which 
owned  railways  and  boats.  British  unem- 
ployed, 1>3  added,  would  find  it  easier  to 
starve  at  home  than  to  go  to  Canada  to 
starve. 

America  sent  two  fraternal  delegate*?,  two 
represented  the  International  Federation  of 
Trade  Unions.  Mr.  Sidney  Webb  repre- 
sented the  Labour  Party,  and  Mr.  Gregory 
represented  the  co-operative  movement. 

Air.  Gregory,  in  extending  the  fraternal 
greetings  of  the  co-operative  movement, 
assured  the  Congress  that  the  Unions  had 
the  heartiest  co-operation  of  the  movement 
in  the  efforts  they  Mere  making  to  improve 
the  conditions  of  the  workers  and  to  uplift 
mankind  generally.  The  co-operative  move- 
ment and  the  trade  union  movement  Mere 
sister  movements,  and  both  came  into 
existence,  he  said,  because  of  the  same  con- 
ditions when  men  were  struggling  fearlessly 
to  overcome  oppression.  The  co-operative 
movement  had  taken  a lug  step  loading  to 
the  control  of  industry  by  the  workers;  and 
he  M-ns  commissioned  to  make  ail  appeal  to 
trade  unionists  to  promote  the  objects  of  tire 
co-operative  movement,  and  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  facilities  it  afforded  them.  The 
trade  unions  did  many  things  for  the 
workers ; hut  the  co-operative  movement 
enabled  them  to  dispose  _ of  their 
wages  without  risk  of  the  injustices  they 
would  experience  if  the  co-operative  move- 
ment did  not  exist.  If  the  workers  under- 
stood the  movement  and  grasped  and  pur- 
sued its  ideals,  the  chief  problems  they  had 
to  consider  at  their  Congresses  would  never 
arise,  because  they  would  have  control  of 
industry  throughout  the  world. 

It  is  interesting  to  note,  in  view  of  the 
discussion  on  wages  recorded  above,  that 
Mr.  John  Turner,  general  secretary  of  the 
Shop  Assistants’  Union,  has  been  appointed 
the  fraternal  delegate  from  tlio  T.U.C.  to 
tlie  next  Co-operative  Congress. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  tue  ErnTon,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Winter  Classes. 

Sin,— Presently  the  Co-operative  Union 
Mill  be  asking  for  students  to  attend  their 
winter  sessions.  May  I beg  the  controlling 
personalities  to  bring  practical  persons  into 
the  arena  ? The  one  great  taunt  that,  is 
thrown  out  at  organisers  of  these  classes  is 
that  they  only  give  theory.  I hope  that 
some  may  apply  to  tlio  Union,  offering  their 
knowledge  in  a true  spirit  of  felloM’ship. 
They  who  do  will  surely  get  a blessing  from 
some  straggler  of  the  underworld. — Yours 
sincerely,  ' Mobley. 

Instalments. 

•Sir, — There  is  much  to  be  said  for  the 
instalment  system  in  the  co-operative  move- 
ment; Me  are  losing  a lot  of  trade  to-day 
by  our  strictly  cash  system.  Many  of  the 
private  traders  carry  on  a big  and  profit- 
able business  by  allowing  their  customers  to 
pay  for  an  article  at  so  much  per  Meek,  or 
allowing  5 per  cent,  discount  for  cash. 
Surely  what  the  private  trader  can  do  we 
can  do.  We  have  made  too  much  of  the 
dividend,  and  not  nearly  enough  of  the  prin- 
ciple lying  behind  our  great  movement.  Take 
coal.  I have  been  for  many  years  treasurer 
of  a very  flourishing  coal  club  M-orked  on 
the  instalment  system,  and  it  has  been  an 
unqualified  success.  I am  offering  to  use  our 
club  organisation  to  help  our  local  co-opera- 
tive society,  of  which  I am  a member,  and 
I am  satisfied  that  if  we  come  to  some 
arrangenient,  both  the  club  and  the  move- 
ment M'ill  benefit. — Yours  faithfully, 

Oxted,  Frank  Buttle. 

International  Trade  and  Unemployment. 

Sir, — The  encouragement  given  to  the 
rank  and  file  to  act  as  “ courageous 
critics”  emboldens  me  to  Wonder  just 
exactly  u liat  the  - President  - meant  at 
Brighton  by  the  statement:  “Simple 

buying  and  selling  transactions  between 
one  co-operative  movement  and  another 
Mas  not  international  co-operative  trade.” 
It  ihas  been  said  that  “ exports  should 
never  be  other  than  the  overspill  from  a 
saturated  home  market.”  It  does  not 
seem  desirable  to  buy  from  abroad  anything 
that  can  be  as  well  and  cheaply  obtained 
or  manufactured  at  home. 

One  rather  gathers  (possibly  mistakenly) 
that  what  some  European  societies  want  is 
not  trade  or  barter,  but  practically  loans, 
in  the  form  of  supplies  of  goods.  To  what 
extent  these  may  be  granted  must,  of 
course,  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  those 
who  know  the  requirements  of  the  home 
societies  apd  the  means  at  their  disposal. 
But  it  does  seem  eminently  desirable  to 
encourage  production  of  goods  in  Europe, 
and  to  this  end  a full  list  of  all  the  copi- 
niodities  or  raw  materials  which  the 
C.W.S.  is  prepared  and  able  to  buy  (with 


the  present  market  prices)  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  every  producing  society 
abroad. 

Personally,  I feel  that  there  is  an  urgent 
need  and  a great  opportunity  for  the  co- 
operative movement  to  tackle  the  problem 
of  unemployment  on  quite  lieu-  lines,  viz., 
on  the  basis  of  “ production  for  use.”  As 
I understand  the  phrase,  the  motive  force 
behind  production  should  be,  not  the  divi- 
dend which  consumers  may  receive  on 
their  purchases,  but  the  desire  of  the  un- 
employed workers  to  produce,  in  order  to 
satisfy  tlieir  needs.  This  amounts  in 
effect  to  a right  to  u-ork — a right  which  I 
believe  the  co-operative  movement  could 
ultimately  concede  to  its  members  with 
tremendous  results.  A well-organised 
export  and  import  trade  Mould  be  of  ines- 
timable value  in  connection,  with  the 
organisation  necessary  to  deal  adequately 
uith  this  matter. — Yours,  &e., 

C.  H.  Wynne. 

Hours  and  Wages. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  (A.  Holt)  in- 
stanced a real  grievance.  It  is  now  more 
than  a mouth  since  the  North-Western 
Sectional  Council  of  Hours  and  Wages 
Boards  made  their  sensational  announce- 
ment as-to  uhat  they  considered  fair  and 
reasonable  rates  of  wages  and  conditions 
of  employment  for  employees  cf  the  co- 
operative movement.  These  proposals  in- 
cluded a M age  of  49s.  per  week  for  hundreds 
of  adult  male  workers,  with  an  intermin- 
able working  n-eek,  i.e.,  no  provision  for 
overtime  payments,  and  no  details  have 
yet  appeared  in  your  pages.  When  the 
wicked  employees  u-ere  seeking  advances 
to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  living  a full 
account  invariably  appeared. 

Your  comment,  suggesting  that  the 
matter  is  “ sub  judioe,”  is  a particularly 
M'eak  attempt  to  cover  up  your  omission. 
The  great  majority  of  members  of  socie- 
ties and  many  members  of  management 
committees  do*  not  knoM-  what  is  being 
done  in  their  name.  When  they  do  know, 
sir,  you  will  have  many  protests  similar  to 
the  one  you  publish  from  Hendon. — Yours, 
&-r.,  ' Commonwealth. 

Grimsby, 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

“Three  S.'s.” — Make  your  complaint  in 
writing  to  the  committee.  They  cannot  let 
the  matter  pass  without  some  inquiry. 

J.  R.  M. — Sorry,  but  your  contribution 
would  have  a better  chance  of  being  pub- 
lished if  it  Mere  a third  of  the  length. 

Sydney  R.  Elliott. — “ Camp  Schools  ” 
next  week. 


MOTOR  BODIES 

FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF  CHASSIS. 


HORSE-DRAWN  VEHICLES 

OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION 
BUILT  ENTIRELY  BY 

C.W.S.  BUILDING  DEPT. 

(MOTOR  BODY  AND  WHEELWRIGHTS’  SECTION), 

Broughton  Lane,  MANCHESTER. 


BODY-WORK  REPAIRS,  RE-PAINTING, 
AND  RE-VARNISHING  A SPECIALITY. 

See  our  Illustrated  Art  Sheet  presented  with  this  issue. 


"Enquiries  Solicited.  Estimates  Given  Free. 

1842  Higher  Broughton.  Telegrams  : 

843  „ „ “Teak,”  Manchester. 

61  City. 
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ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


[From  Oun  Own  Cohiiesfondents.] 


Educational  committees  in  South  Wales 
and  Monmouthshire  are  now  getting  busy,  and 
the  coming  winter  will  be  a season  of  consider- 
able activity.  Many  societies  have  prepared 
a full  syllabus  of  lectures  and  social  events,  as 
a result  of  which  there  will  be  increased  mem- 
bership and  more  enthusiasm. 

For  the  first  time  for  seventeen  years  the 
Cwmtillcry  Society* has  held  a social  gathering 
of  members,  and  that  there  is  considerable 
enthusiasm  among  members  in  the  district  was 
evidenced  by  two  large  gatherings  which 
assembled  at  the  Primitive  Methodist  School- 
room, Cwmtillery.  During  this  period  of  in- 
activity in  the  intellectual  and  social  spheres 
dividends  have  been  so  regular  and  the  working 
of  the  society  so  smooth  that  it  was  felt  un- 
necessary to  concentrate  on  the  educational 
side,  but  owing  to  the  stress  and  turmoil  of 
the  past  few  years,  and  the  present  depression, 
the  committee  decided  to  rally  the  members. 
At  the  meeting  on  Monday  of  last  week  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  L.  Warren  and  Mr.  Burt  Williams 
were  the  speakers.  , , 4 

Mrs.  Warren’s  speech  was  of  the  homely 
and  humorous  type,  and  was  greatly  appre- 
ciated ; and  now  that  the  ice  has  been  broken 
more  meetings  of  a similar  character  will  be 
held  in  the  district.  Messra,  Warren  and 
Williams  gave  an  encouraging  report  on  the 
prospects  of  the  society  and  on  the  progress  of 
the  movement  generally.  The  Cwmtillery 
Orchestral  Band,  under  the  conductorship  of 
Mr.  Archie  Purnell,  gave  a fine  programme  of 
music,  and  items  were  rendered  by  several 
accomplished  local  artistes.  The  artistes  were 
Miss  Ruby  Dando,  R.A.M.,  Mrs.  E.  Lloyd,  Miss 
Ena  Day,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Jones.  Mr.  Joseph 
Day  presided  at  the  meeting,  which  was  pre- 
ceded by  a tea  consisting  of  products  from  the 
local  bakery — a fine  advertisement. 

On  the  following  evening  there  was  a splen- 
did rally  of  the  women  members,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Women’s  Guild.  The  attend- 
ance was  larger  than  at  the  previous  evening's 
entertainment.  An  address  was  given  by  Mrs. 
Smith,  of  the  Ton  Women’s  Guild,  and  was 
enthusiastically  received.  Altogether,  both 
meetings  were  highly  successful,  and  Mr.  Burt 
Williams  deserves  congratulations  for  his  very 
capable  organisation  of  the  functions,  which 
will  do  much  to  encourage  the  society  in  the 
difficult  position  created  by  the  coal  stoppage 
and  the  present  slackness  in  trade. 

The  Cwmtillery  Society  is  one  of  the  very 
few  socieiies-in  the  kingdom  which  has  a lady- 
secretary.  Miss  M.  I>ewis  fills  that  post  in  an 
admirable  manner,  her  training  having  been 
obtained  under  Mr.  H.  Brown,  the  late  secre- 
tary, who  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the  posi- 
tion owing  to  ill-health  after  serving  the 
society  in  that  capacity’  for  many’  years. 

The  Abergavenny  Society  has  experienced 
another  very  successful  period.  Sales  have 
been  well  maintained  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  last  year,  and  after 
paying  a dividend  of  Is.  in  the  pound,  a sub- 
stantial amount  will  be  placed  to  the  credit  of 
the  reserve,  educational,  and  guild  funds. 

Following  up  the  advertisement  campaign 
started  by  the  Cardiff  Society  about  six  weeks 
ago,  space  has  been  taken  on  the  various  bill- 
posting stations  in  the  city  for  large  posters 
calling  attention  to  C.W.S.  productions.  The 
postern  are  very  effective,  having  been  printed 
by  the  C.^Y.S.  printing  works. 

Mr.  Bnrt  Williams  (London  C.W.S.  propa- 
ganda department)  is  meeting  with  consider- 
able success  in  his  campaign  in  the  Dulais 
Valley,  and  as  a result  of  his  efforts  the  sales 
of  the  Blaendulais  Society  have  more  than 
doubled  during  the  last  quarter  as  compared 
with  the  previous  period.  The  management 
committee  are  fully  alive  to  the  possibilities  of 
the  district,  and  are  taking  full  advantage  of 
Mr.  Williams’  long  und  unique  experience  to 
reorganise  the  society. 

A new  society  has  been  formed  at  Llan- 
dovery, and  will  be  known  as  the  Llandingat 
Society.  The  new  organisation  consists  of  the 
members  of  the  old  society  which  went  into 
liquidation  some  time  ago  under  circumstances 
over  which  they  had  no  control.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  the  society  making  good  pro- 
gress, as  the  loyalty  of  the  members  is  beyond 
reproach. 

Cwmbacb  and  Aberaman  Society  has  opened 


another  branch  at  Darranlas,  Mountain  Ash,  in 
premises  which  have  been  adapted  for  the  pur- 
pose. Grocery  and  provisions  and  butchery 
departments  have  been  equipped  in  first-class 
style.  The  opening  ceremony  was  performed 
by  Mr.  John  Rowlands  (ex-president  of  the 
Cwmbach  Society),  and  he  invited  those 
present  to  do  all  they  could  to  assist  the  society 
in  their  efforts  to  bring  co-operation  nearer 
to  their  homes.  Mr.  C.  Darch  (Cardiff  depot 
of  the  C.W.S.)  followed,  and  said  that  the 
troubles  and  difficulties  being  experienced  by 
societies  were  not  peculiar  to  the  co-operative 
movement,  but  were  nffecting  all  trading  con- 
cerns. The  C.W.S.,  lie  said,  occupied  a most 
unique  position  in  regard  to  its  stability  and  its 
ability  to  serve  societies  and  eo-operators 
generally.  ♦ ♦ 

Subsequent  to  the  opening  ceremony  the 
officials  and  branch  managers  were  entertained 
at  tea  at  the  Dyffryn  branch  of  the  society,  at 
which  Mr.  Darch  took  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  advocate  greater  loyalty  to  the 
C.W.S.  He  raid  it  was  only  by  this  that  the 
movement  could  counteract  the  influences  of 
the  present  depressing  conditions  in  the  coal- 
field, and  the  efforts  being  made  by  competitors 
to  undermine  the  confidence  of  co-operators  in 
the  ability  of  the  C.W.S.  to  meet  their  needs  in 
times  of  depression.  ... 

At  the  Cardiff  depot  of  the  C.W.S.,  on  Friday 
afternoon  last  week,  a distribution  of  certifi- 
cates to  the  successful  candidates  who  sat  in 
the  March  examination  of  the  Central  Educa- 
tional Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
was  made  by  Messrs.  H.  L.  Warren  and  C.  T. 
Darch.  Those  who  received  certificates 
were  : — Commercial  Arithmetic  (with  distinc- 
tion) : Mr.  John  H.  Roberts  (Cardiff),  who 
suoceeded  in  obtaining  100  marks,  and  secured 
first  place  on  the  list  for  Great  Britain,  Messrs. 
Evan  Davies,  Oswald  H.  H.  Street,  and 
Richard  Randell.  Co-operative  Bookkeeping 
(second  stage,  with  distinction) : Messrs.  Evan 
Davies,  Bertram  F.  G.  Weston,  and  Robert  G. 
Thomas.  Second  stage  certificates : Messis. 
Oswald  H.  H.  Street-  and  Richard  Randell. 

Under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  educational 
committee  of  the  Barry  and  District  Society 
and  the  Western  Section  Education  Associa- 
tion, a week-end  school  will  be  held  at  Barry 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  October  14th  and 
15th.  ^Miss  E.  M.  White  (lecturer  in  Civics  to 
the  London  County  Council,  and  author  of 
“ The  Philosophy  of  Citizenship  ”)  will  be  the 
teacher,  and  the  syllabus  will  consist  of  four 
lectures  dealing  with  “ What  all  Citizens  should 
Know,”  “ The  Complete  Citizen,*'  “ Social 
Ideas  of  Our  Times,’’  and  “ Reorganisation  of 
the  Old  World.”  The  organising  secretary  is 
-Mrs.  R.  Young,  27,  St.  Nicholas- road,  Barry, 
Glam. 

The  Barry  Society’s  educational  committee 
will  open  their  winter  session  on  September 
12th  with  a musical  evening.  The  committee 
have  secured  the  services  of  “ Casey,”  the  well- 
known  violinist,  who  always  attracts  crowded 
audiences  in  South  Wales,  as  everywhere  else. 

Not  to  be  outdone  by  its  near  neighbour, 
Cardiff,  Barry  Society  has  now  opened  a cate 
in  the  central  premises. 

A party  of  twenty-six  members  of  the 
Llanelly  Women’s, Guild  paid  a-  visit  to  Cardiff 
on  Thursday,  last  week,  and  after  visiting  the 
municipal  buildings  and  the  National  Museum 
in  Cat  hays  Park  had  lunch  and  tea  at  the  co- 
operative cate.  During  the  luncheon  interval 
Mr.  E.  Townley  (circulation  agent  for  the 
“ Daily  Herald  ”)  addressed  the  party  on 
The  Need  for  Supporting  Labour  and  Co- 
operative Publications."  Mrs.  Shannan  and 
Mrs.  O’Shea  were  in  charge  of  the  party,  and 
they  have  set  a capital  example  to  leaders  of 
other  Women’s  Guilds  in  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  winter  session  of  the 
Ton  Industrial  Society  will  take  place  on  Sep- 
tember 14th,  at  the  Parc  Hall,  Cwmparc,  when, 
in  addition  to  an  attractive  programme  of 
musical  items,  addresses  will  be  given  by  Mrs. 
James  (Tonypandy),  Mrs.  F.  Smith  (Ton),  and 
Mr.  B.  Williams  (C.W.S.).  Mrs.  Matt  Lewis 
will  preside.  During  the  function  useful  sam- 
ples of  C.W.S.  productions  will  be  distributed. 

During  the  coal  stoppage  the  Dowlais 
Society,  in  common  with  most  other  societies 
in  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire,  permitted 
a great  deal  of  credit  to  the  members.  One 
result  of  this  was  that  it  was  found  necessary 


to  appoint  a canvasser,  and  Councillor  Sam 
Jennings  was  given  the  post.  So  successful 
has  been  Mr.  Jennings  in  this  direction,  and 
that  of  publicity  agent  for  the  society,  that  he 
has  been  engaged  for  similar  work  by  the 
Merthyr  and  Troedyrhiew  Society.  Jennings’ 
optimism  will  carry  him — and  the  societies — a 
long  way.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  Treharris,  Merthyr,  and  Dowlais  Socie- 
ties are  now  jointly  responsible  for  a new 
venture  in  the  shape  -of  a Co-operative  Trans- 
port Society,  and  this  organisation  undertake, 
repairs.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Following  the  recent  week’s  campaign  in  the 
Maesteg  district,  th*  women’s  guild,  educa- 
tional committee,  and  management  committee 
of  the  Caerau  and  Maesteg  Society  have  de- 
cided to  set  up  a propaganda  committee,  and 
the  harvest  should  be  a good  one. 

Although  Jupiter  Pluvius  did  not  spoil  the 
venture  of  the  New  Tredegar  Society,  he  went 
far  to  make  the  conditions  unpleasant  at  the 
carnival  and  sports  held  in  the  Bargoed  Park 
on  Monday,  last  week.  Taking  everything  into 
consideration,  the  affair  was  a great  success, 
thanks  to  the  organising  abilities  of  Mr.  S. 
Jones  the  Bargoed  secretary,  who  believes  in 
looking  after  the  social  side.  The  chief  events 
of  the  carnival  were  sports,  singing  competi 
tions,  tea  under  canvas,  and  a fancy  dress 
competition.  ♦ ♦ . 

Situated  in  the  eastern  Cotswolds  beyond 
Cirencester,  and  near  the  borders  of  Wiltshire, 
the  little  society  of  South  Cerney  continues 
steadily  on  its  way.  It  was  established  in 
1908,  and  the  membership  has  slowly  grown 
to  a little  over  160.  In  the  meantime,  a branch 
has  been  opened  at  Down  Ampney,  and  some 
reflected  glory  comes  to  the  society  from  the 
nearness  of  one  of  the  C.W.S.  farms  at  Ampney 
Crucis,  The  sales  during  the  quarter 
amounted  to  £1,050,  while  £60  was  contributed 
in  share  capital — an  excellent  proportion,  mak- 
ing the  total  share  capital  over  £1,000.  The 
reserve  fund  is  £150,  and  an  expenditure  on 
fixtures  of  £100  has  been  reduced  by  depre- 
ciation to  £55.  . « , 

Through  extra  depreciation  on  account  of 
the  slump  in  prices,  the  dividend  was  reduced 
to  6d.  A quick  recovery  was,  however,  made 
to  8d.  in  the  last  quarter,  and  for  the  current 
period  it  has  risen  to  9d.  While  mot  shutt  ing 
its  eyes  to  possible  unemployment  in  the  dis- 
trict during  the  coming  winter,  the  society 
hopes,  even  without  touching  its  reserves,  to 
tide  over  until  things  are  more  normal.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Johnson  (secretary-manager)  has  a cap- 
able committee  to  back  him  up  in  his  efforts 
to  keep  going  on.  * * . 

It  has  already  been  noted  that  Cainscr 
Society  has  decided  to  open  a cate  at  the 
central  premises,  an<j_  now  the  committee  are 
considering  the  erection  of  a central  bakery, 
which,  with  the  aid  of  motor  traction,  would 
serve  the  outlying  districts.  \ 

Improvements  in  hand  at  Gloucester  include 
a new  motor  garage.  The  work  is  being  carried 
out  by  the  society's  works  department,  and 
from  the  plans  of  its  works  manager.  The 
garage  is  being  built  to  accommodate  from 
twenty-five  to  twenty-seven  vehicles.  Floor 
space,  with  special  drainage,  is  given  in  the 
centre  for  cleaning  purposes,  which  will  be 
done  at  night.  The  petrol  is  supplied  from  a. 
1,000-gallon  tank  outside  the  building,  and 
underground,  one  of  the  new  stand  pumps  for 
filling  the  cars  with  petrol  being  provided.  A 
repairing  plant,  with  proper  lathes  and  tools, 
is  fitted  down  the  side  of  the  garage.  A brook 
running  through  the  premises  has  been  utilised 
to  fill  tanks  holding  2.600  gallons,  these  being 
available  for  cleaning.  Room  is  left  sufficient 
to  double  the  size  of  the  garage  when  required. 

Contiguous  to  tke  garage  a new.  painters’ 
shop  is  in  course  of  erection.  At  the  entrance 
to  this  is  the  “'first  aid  in  case  of  fire.”  A 
special  door  will  be  broken  open,  und  within 
two  yards  is  a trap-door  over  a reservoir  con- 
taining from  80,001)  to  100,000  gallons  of  water, 
which  can  be  used  while  hose  pipes  are  being 
fitted  to  the  city  mains.  The  paint  shop  will 
bo  large  enough  for  twelve  vehicles  to  stand  at 
one  time.  Then  follows  the  wheelwrights’, 
carpenters’,  plumbers',  and  blacksmiths’  shops, 
which  have  all  outgrown  their  present  quarters. 

A large  builders’  yard  is  also  provided,  with 
lean-to  and  lock-up  sheds,  all  fenced  in.  The 
building  will  be  one  of  seven  gables,  with  pin- 
nacles. At  the  entrance  a time-office  is  being 
built,  where  the  staff  will  sign  on  and  off,  and 
where  the  coalmen,  milkmen,  and  breadmen 
will  cash  up  each  day.  These  useful  buildings 
are  being  erected  on  the  society’s  estate  in 
India-road,  where  the  warehouse,  stables,  cart- 
shed,  slaughter-house,  dairy,  packing-room, 
and  other  adjuncts  arc  situated. 


BIDEFORD’S  JUBILEE. 

A DAY  OF  REJOICING. 
OPENING  OF  NEW  BAKERY 

The  ancient  town  rendered  famous  k 
Charles  Kingsley  was  on  the  6th  iUst  by 
iefce,  the  occasion  being  the  celebration!!} 
the  jubilee  of  Bideford  Society  an,!  *1 
opening  of  the  new  bakery,  which  has  h 16 
built  by  the  society  by  direct  labour.  \ 
gramme  arranged  by  the  committee  viiT 
Mr.  Wood  house  as  secretary,  (omiuenJ.i 
with  a parade  of  the  Town  Band  on  the 
Promenade,  and  a jubilee  ten  in  the 
Market  Hal),  after  which  the  m3? 
walked  in  procession  to  the  old  town 
inspect  -the  new  bakery.  This  in.  lml^  «me 
lull  sack  clran plate  and  two  peel  uu>iij 
together  with  the  necessary  machinery.  ’ 

After  an  explanation  of  the  varii*us\v0rk ' 
ing  plants,  together  with  an  in.sp.-/ti<„,  „j 
the  premises,  the  members  assemble, | i0 
hear  an  address  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Mowers 
(sectional!  organiser).  He  referred  to  tlie 
capital  campaign  he  had  organised  to  pro- 
vide funds  to  carry  out  the  project  tlicv 
were  all  so  proud  of.  Not  only  bad  sulhci-nt 
money  come  in,  but  they  had  « surplus.  f|ic 
turnover  in  the  new  bakeiry  was  over  -l.soo 
loaves  weekly,  together  with  over  £.|,j  worth 
of  confectionery,  and  was  increasing  <|;n|v 
The  building  was  not  only  the  best  bakery  in 
Bideford,  but  was  an  ornament  to  the  town 
nnd  a credit  to  the  co-operative  niovenieiitl 
The  committee  bad  entrusted  him  with  tlie 
function  of  declaring  the  building  open 
officially.  He  was  not  only  pleased  but 
proud  to  carry  out  their  wishes  and  be  nnao. 
tinted  with  them  that  day. 

After  the  inspection  of  the  bakery  tlie 
procession  was  re-formed  and  marched  to  the 
Maiket  Hall,  which  was  now  arranged  for 
a meeting  and  donee.  Here  lire  cimir  wnn 
occupied  by  Councillor  Upton  (if  member  tif 
the  committee),  who  expressed  his  sense  of 
great  pleasure  in.  presiding  over  such  a fine 
gathering  on  such  a momentous  occasion. 

Direct  Labour  Saves  £525. 

Councillor  Cole,  who  has  had  charge  of  the 
building  operations,  gave  a detailed  account 
of  the  new  building,  and  pointed  out  that 
the  total  cost  of  site,  building,  and  fixtures, 
ovens,  etc.,  was  £4,540.  which  represented 
a saving  of  £525  in  comparison  with  the 
amount  it  would  have  cost  if  the  work  had 
been  done  by  outside  contractors.  Not  only 
was  this  a remarkable  achievement,  Imt 
already  a depreciation  of  £570  had  been 
made,  which  gave  them  that  splendid  bakery 
and  contents  for  the  sum  of  £3,970.  It  was 
something  to  be  proud  of  and  rejoice  about. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Flowers  gnven  forceful  address 
on  “The. Past,  Present,  and  Future  of  the 
Bideford  Society.”  Reference  to  the  work 
of  Mr.  Isaacs  (managing  secretary)  were 
enthusiastically  responded  to  by  the 
members. 

The  meeting  was  also  addressed  by  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  after  which  dancing 
was  indulged  in  until  11-30  p in  . all  con- 
cerned going  home  tired  but  happy  in  the 
knowledge  of  a great  achievement  by  the 
people. 


DISTRIBUTIVE  TRADE 

DANGERS. 

ONLY  ONE  MOVEMENT  OF  USE  TO 
, WORKERS. 


Speaking  at  the  Workmen's  Hall,  Ton 
Pentre,  on  Monday,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Ton  Industrial  Society.  Mr.  Morgan 
Jones,  M.P.,  said  the  world  would  never 
be  what  it  ought  to  be  for  the  working- 
class  until  they  took  a share  in  its  govern- 
ment. As  the  years  went  by  it  would 
become  harder  and  harder  for  the  small 
trader  to  hold  his  own  against  the  big 
multiple  concerns.  Unless  the  public 
woke  up  the  distributive  trade  would  get 
into  the  bands  of  a few  people,  who  would 
use  it  simply  for  their  own  private  benefit. 
The  co-operative  movement  must  he  made 
an  effective  answer  to  this  threatened 
domination  of  the  distributive  trade  by  a 
few  men.  There  was  not  a single  concern 
in  the  country  that  could  hold  its  own 
against  the  big  multiple  busines-es  except 
the  co-operative  movement.  As  co-opera- 
tors they  should  not  content  themselves 
with  shops.  Why  should  they  not  run 
farms — there  was  a very  successful  co- 
operative farm  at  Bargoed — and  ships  and 
coalpits?  There  was  nothing  to  prevent 
them  doing  so  if  their  desire  was  suffi- 
ciently strong.  The  co-operative  move- 
ment. concluded  the  speaker  amid  applause, 
was  the  only  one  in  the  distributive  world 
of  any  use  to  the  workers. 

Mr.  S.  Hedding  presided  over  • o umetr 
ing,  which  was  also  addressed  by  Mr.  Burt 
Williams  (C.W.S.  organiser)  and  Mrs. 
Smith  (Gelli). 

GIANT  POTATO  AT  WINDSOR 

Duking  the  seed  potato  season  tj*.e 
Windsor  Society  disposed  of  large  (inani- 
ties of  seed,  drawn  from  the  C.W.S.  Com 
gratulations  are  daily  pouring  into  ^ 
societv  upon  the  excellence  of  tlie  ' 
Mr.  F.  Bailey,  a member  of  the  soe'e  )> 
has  dug  up  a potato  of  the  “ Epi<ijr® 
variety,  from  the  seed  above  referred  » 
weighing  2 lbs.  lOozs.  There  is  no  q"®8*1  ,g 
about  this — it  is  on  show  in  the  socie^l0 
window  and  can  be  seen  by  anyone.  * „ 
moral  is:  “ Buy  always  co-operative  s 
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HOW  THE  STORY  GOES. 

begin  reading  now. 

Ransi.ev  a once  delightful  hamlet,  con- 
„;.™[  by  tile  discovery  of  coal  ill  tile 
Scbbourliood,  into  a place  of  pits, 
Ladrics,  mills,  workshops,  and  slums,  is 
SCene  in  which  the  story  open®. 
William  Oldroyd  a working  engineer, 
hroflclit  there  to  place  machinery  at  tliD  pit- 
lioad  saw  possibilities.  Chance  gnvo  linn 
n Jieap  lease  of  a site,  wanted  by  rich  busi- 
“ s people,  and  he  profited  by  the  chance 
{T secure  capital  to  start  business  for  hini- 
1 The  successful  completion  of  his  first 
ij/jcjb  established  his  reputation.  In- 
creasing orders  led  to  enlargement  of  his 
orks  and  extension  of  his  staff,  and  he 
became  one  of  the  men  who  counted  at 
Ransley.  An  invitation  to  a political 
meeting  brought  him  face  to  face  with  the 
daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Ollershaw,  and  a 
^termination  to  win  her  affections  beized 
],jm  He  had  already  made  £6,000. 
Ambition  for  wealth,  position,  and  power 
filled  him.  He  was  plunged  in  local 
Jjemes.  Fame  was  already  in  his  grasp 
nben  one  of  the  dark  pages  from  his  own 
past  obtruded  itself. 
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C'nAPTKK  III. 

Ax  antiquary  might  have,  found  much  in 
Moorwood  Hall  that  was  both  significant  and 
interesting.  To  most  people  it  was  a square, 
stone  building  standing  irr  the  midst  of  a 
large  park.  Three  sides  of  it  wore  a cloak 
ofdarK  green  ivy,  but  the  front,  which  faced 
southward,  was  bare,  displaying  that  pecu- 
liar tint  of  grey  which  time  and  weather 
alone  can  produce.  This  front  was  Hanked 
br  abroad  balcony  from  which  a flight  of 
wide  steps  reached-  dow  n to- an  ample  car- 
riage drive.  Beyond  this  spread  an  exten- 
sive  lavrn  whose  colour  and  texture  indicated 
grent  age.  The  drive  bent  round  into  an 
avenue  of  fine  trees  until  it  readied  the 
lodge,  where  large  iron  gates  of  antique 
design  shut  out  the  world  and  displayed  the 
Ollershaw  coat-of-anns. 

Tdwnrds  tliis  extensive  enclosure  Oldroyd 
drove  his  dogcart  about  a fortnight  after  the 
visit  of  .Mrs.  J’Urutlievs.  . Ho  had  kept  his 
word  with  her  by  removing  the  child  out  of 
her  ciye,  but  declined  to  give  any  hint  of 
her  destination. 

Arrived  at  the  lodge  gates,  lie  wag  in- 
formed by  the  keeper  that  Sir  Frauds  and 
lady  Ollershaw  were  away,  hut  their 
daughter,  “Miss  Bavin  ia  ” was  at  the  Hall, 
and  ihiglit  see  him  if  his  business  were 
important.  . ' , 

Oldroyd  said  it  was,,  and  drove  on.  The 
nrosnect  of  meeting  her.  alone,  talking  to 
< Lei1, ‘hearing' her  voice,  stirred  emotions  that 
were  liew  (o' him.  ‘ He  w as  not  afraid,  noth- 
ing mortal  could  have' made  him  so,  but  he 
was  impressed  by  tire  magnificent  avenue,, 
whose  arch  of  foliage  displayed  the  delicate 
tints  of  spring,  as  w ell  as  by  the  wide  ex- 
panse of  park.  The  mark  of  time  was  on 
everything,  surrounding  it  with  r.n  atmos- 
phere of  solitude,  aloofness,  and  dignity  that 
remanded  admiration  and  respect. 

Emerging  from  the  leafy  tunnel,  he  found 
lnmself  within  a short  distance  of  the  Hall, 
but  he  did  net  !yee  it.  On  the  lawn,  walking 
slowly  towards  him  was  Miss  Ollershaw,  her 
pad  bent  over  a book.  By  her  side,  look- 
ing every  bit  as  well  bred  and  aristocratic 
us  its  mistress,  stepped  a large,  black  grev- 
hound.  As^  the  wheels  drew  near,  she 


" "™is  uieiv  near,  sue 

6 n 'red  at  the  vehicle  for  a moment,  then 
con  tamed  her  walk  in  another  direction. 
tbrJ,  • ,!rcugllt  t,le  horse  to  a stop,  and. 
J°" t.lle  ir«uis  on  its  hack,  stepp'd 
B he  lawn  the  lady’s  wake,  if  re- 
Uo ,P>ul‘itg^,  to  intrude  upon  her. 
ihe  sufround,,^8  fitted  |ier  as  a fraM.e  fits 
JfnU  ’ uli\klI1F.,lini  feel  clumsy  and  out 
« Place;  enqihas's.ng  the  difference  between 
poSiii1^,^  clearl.v.  perhaps,  than  was 
**°v  . ll(*?r  any  other  circumstances, 
striilpf  Ff v-  kopt  0,1  'vith  -resolute 
lino,  ^ Cas»  ns  eyes  011  bhe  perfect  out-' 
of  lin,.  , 'er  fig,,re  an<*  the  unconscious  grace 
t1'SIOT'lei,,ts-  Not  tni  he  "•■'S  Withru 

"“Sards  « ^a.i.  , . 
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< K c*9-  <],Jg  catch  a sound  of  his 
velvet-like  turf  and  swing 
tnX  a wa.r,IUW  growl.  Its  mistress 
diaSrft0°'  v'Vlth  a startled  look  that 

the  S,!rpi;ise  0,1  SCL‘inS  what 

“ T to  ■)e  a tradesman. 

*haw  iv , leve  .1,.ajn,  speaking  to  Miss  Ollor- 
,'V,  ««?.  said,  tokuig  off  liis  hat. 
tai.nO  i ls  so'”  'she  replied,  “But  you 
blitted  m a'-,n,re  tkn,fc  strangers  are  not  per- 

to  walk  on  this  law-n.” 

Wor,.;JO'V,1i00,k  a tight  hold  on  himself.  Her 
liln't'  • t,le  haughty  chailcnge  of  her 
lie  in  Ves  !V°,r,e  like  t,le  <ut  of  11  hasii,  hut 
in  ho  a - 11  stul,horn  man,  and  did  not  mean 
iit  (l's|iuiyed  by  this  scornful  beauty, 
hidden  n“?w  1 'Vas  treacliliS  on  for- 

Sir  V*  h'puid,  lie  said.  “ I came  to  see 
hut  find  ho  is  not  at.  home.” 

°M  1>befcter  c'l]I  again,”  -she 
tnent ' f ls  best  to  make  an  appoint- 

"ot  ni""v5 « ,iber*v  '■» 

a ™*ual  r^llci-,”  Oldroyd  an- 
time  in  ii, V1?  tiW-°  ,)Usy  n ,nan  to  waste 
defi|lP'afc  fashion.  I am  here  for  a 
lrav  T pl,rpose-  It  touches  you  indirectly 
■irr  ^.ntion  itp” 

putti.r,:^'1-':-  ’f  y°u  wish,”  she  repliedT 
it  TTni°c>?  ,Kcr  ,a  the  book,  and  lowering 
the  ih,,!  “avhndbecome  gracious  and  polite 
..TfTe,lt  >t  met  with  a request. 

°hl royd,1'  he  said.  “ I don’t 
Hew-  know  it,  but  I am  the  owner  of  a 

attaeWi*  Venr  Ransley.  There  is  n park 
itig  tA  cl  10  it  and  a library  which  I am  giv- 
in  j,  ni,wi  to'v 'n*  It  will  lie  opened  formally 
hh,  and  T slioujd  !l,ike  Sir  Francis  to 


perform  the  ceremony,  if  lie  will.  Your  own 
and  Lady  Ollershaw's  presence  would  also 
be  very  welcome.” 

Her  look  had  clinnged  to  sudden  interest. 
” I know  yolir  name  quite  well,  Mr.  Old- 
royd,” she  answered.  “ I lead  about  your 
estate  in  the  ‘ Ransley  Herald.’  It  caused 
quite  an  exodus,  I believe.  Lam  afraid  my 
father  will  not  undertake  what  you  desire. 
He  is  not  fond  of  crowds.  Neither  am  I.” 
“This  particular  crowd,”  he  said,  “ lives 
in  the  constituency  which  your  father 
desires  to  control  politically.  I think  my 
proposal  is  worth  considering.” 

Her  lips  seemed  to  take  a disdainful  curve 
without  moving. 

“ I suppose  you  have  no  doubt  about  the 
wisdom  of  placing  such  things  within  the 
reach  of  the  lower  orders?”  she  asked. 

“ None  whatever,”  was  the  prompt  reply. 
“A  park  and  a library  afford  opportunities 
for  physical  and  mental  recreation.  What 
harm  can  they  do?” 

“It  may  cause  them  to  read  books  that 
fill  people  with  envy  and  impossible  desires,” 
she  answered-  “ It  may  create  a tendency 
to  unsettle  things,  to  disturb  accepted  rela- 
tionships between  class  and  class.” 

“I  understand  your  point  of  view,  Miss 
Ollershaw,”  said  Oldroyd.  “ But  I am  not 
going  to  argue  about  the  wisdom  of  my  park 
and  library  with  a lady  who  is  standing  in 
the  midst  of  a park  with  a book  in  her  baud.” 
It  was  a fair  hit  and  brought  a slight  tinge 
of  colour  into  her  cheeks,  but  her  head  went 
higher  audher  eyes  flashed  as  she  spoke. 

“ I am  not  flattered  by  the  comparison, 
Mr.  Oldroyd.” 

“ Flattery  is  not  in  my  line,”  he  retorted. 

‘ Logic  and  reason  are.  The  people  we  are 
speaking  of  have  much  the  same  capacity  as 
any  other  Jiuman  beings.” 

Her  chin  tilted  upwards.  “ You  really 
believe  that?”  she  asked.  “You  must  be 
a rich  man  to  make  such  gifts.  Do  you  not 
know  and  feel  that  those  who  accept  them 
are  on  a lower  level?” 

“How  can  I?”  he  asked,  taking  half  a 
step  nearer.  “Six  years  ago  I tame  tq 
Ransley  as  an  ordinary  workman  with  less 
tliivn  fifty  pounds  in  my  pocket.'  Now  I have 
n thriving  engineering  works  and  own  con- 
siderable property.  My  success  is  due 
largely  to  the  fact  that  I. can  rt-acLand  write 
and  deal  with  figures.  Having  gained  so 
much  front  such  knowledge,  how  can  [ be 
wrong  in  placing  it  within  the  rench  of 
others?” 

“ I am  thinking,”  she  retorted,  “ of  what 
happened  in  France.” 

“ Wliht  did  happen?”  he  asked.  “An 
ignemnt  peasantry,  blind  with  hatred  and 
fury,  rose  and  murdered  tlife  most  callous  and 
insatiable  aristocracy  the  wcrld  has  ever 
seen,.  . Being  .ignorant,  they  also  murdered 
their  best  friends.  That  is  not  a case  against 
education;  it  is  precisely  the  opposite. 
Nature  does  not  permit  anything  to  stand 
still ; it  either  grows  cr  decays.  Your 
ancestors  won  there  lands  with  battle-axes 
and  swerds,  because  they  had  courage  and 
strength.  A new  conflict  has  begun  in  which 
brains  and  ability  will  be  the  victors.  In 
that  struggle  I am  like  the  first  of  your  pro- 
genitors. I cannot  look  back.  I begin  with 
myself,  and  a.m  just  a little Taroud  cf  it.” 

“ You  are  a very  candid  person.  Mr.  Old- 
royd,” she  said,  relaxing  her  stiff  pose  and 
permitting  a faint  smile  to  lighten  her  face. 
“ I will  mention  the  purpose  of  yoqr  visit  to 
my  father.  In  the  meantime  you  will  write 
to  him,  perhaps?” 

“At  once,”  he  said.  “But  T have  much 
more  faith  in  any  support  you  may  be 
inclined  tq  give  it.  Miss -Ollershaw.  You 
must  be  a very  difficult  person  to  refuse.  I 
am  sure  I should  find  it  so.” 

She  gave  him  a swift,  searching 
lock,  then  inclined  her  head  and 

re-opening  the  book,  searched  the  page 
for  the  place  at  which  she  had  been 
interrupted.  It  wins  a curt,  almost  con- 
temptuous dismissal.  For  a second  or  two 
he  hesitated.  How  beautiful  she  was,  how 
graceful,  how  perfect  her  voii  e and  self- 
control.  Then  with  a stiff  bow  he  turned  and 
walked  to  where  his  horse  was  standing,  and 
swinging  himself  into  the  trap,  turned  it 
round  and  drove  off  feeling  half  chilled  and 
half-elated. 

Miss  Ollershaw,  at  the  first  sound  of  mov- 
ing wheels,  closed  her  book,  ai.,1,  putting  it 
behind  her,  again  paced  the  lawn  with  her 
four-footed  companion.  “ An  unusual  kind 
of  man,”  she  thought.  “ Strong,  hard, 
masterful,  aggressive.  I wonder  is  lie  right 
in  enyirtg  we  an?  entering  a new  phase  where 
the  old  qualities  do  not  count?” 

Still  musing,  she  entered  the  Hall.  For  a 
minute  or  two  she  stood  gazing  at  the  suits 
of  armour  whose  rron  hands  grasped  obsolete 
swerds.  Silent,  empty  shapes,  without  body 
or  soul,  .vet  carrying  in  them  something  of  a 
turbn'ent  past. 

“ Come  along,  Rodger,”  she  said,  glanc- 
ing down  at  the  greyhound.  ” T don’t  think 
ymlr  master  will  trouble  about  that  library.” 
It  was  a true  prophecy.  Tn  answer  to 
Old  royd 's  letter,  carefully  written  and  spiced 
with  flattery,  there ' came  a curt  refusal, 
phrnred  in  the  third  person,  and  offering- a 
flimsy  excuse.  Oldroyd  read  it  almost  at- a. 
glance;  then  carefully,  weighing  every  word. 
A dull  red  crept  into  liis  fac's  wTiicTi  became 


ugly  with  suppressed  anger.  Whatever1 
impression  he  had  mark  on  the  baronet's 
daughter  had  not  prompted  her-  to  use  her 
influence.  Possibly  she  had  forgotten  him 
befere'-he  was  out_of  sight.  His  first  im- 
pulse was  to  write  a biting  letter  of  thanks, 
hut  it  passed.  He  felt  tliafc  mere  words  were 
futile.  He  must  think  and  act. 

His  meditations  were  disturbed  bv  the 
entrance  of  a workman  whose  overalls — it 
was  Saturday  morning — carried  a week’s 
dirt  nnd  grease.  He  formed  a direct  con- 
trast to  Oldroyd,  being  tall  and  thin  with  a 
slight  stoop.  Out  of  his  narrow  face, 
lengthened  by  a high  forehead,  looked  n pair 
of  calm,  intelligent  eyes. 

“ Well,  Purchase,  wliat  is  it?”  Oldroyd 
asked  brusquely. 

“ Could  you  make- it  convenient  to  call  at 
my  house?”  the  man  asked.  - “ Iliave  some- 
thing to  show  you.” 

“Why  not  bring  it  here?”  Oldroyd 
suggested. 

“ It's  a tidy  weight,”  Purchase  answered. 
“ Somethingl've  invented,  and  too  valuable 
to  let- out  of  my  sight.” 

Oldroyd’s  every  faculty  became  :>le.rt  in  an 
instant.  This  man.  Purchase,  was  quite  as 
skilful  as  himself  in  engineering  matters. 
Understood  its  theory  almost  as  well  as  its 
practical  application.  He  was  was  not  likely 
to  mnke  a mistake. 

“ What  is  it?”  lie  asked.  “To  what  does 
it  apply?” 

“ It  is  not  easy  to  describe,”  Purchase 
answered,  “ but.it  speaks  for  itself.  I would 
like  you  to  come  this  afternoon.  Any  time 
after  two  o’clock.  I’ve  arranged  to  be 
alone.” 

Oldroyd  -nodded.  “ Very  well,”  lie  said. 
“Half-past  two  to  three.” 

“ Thank  you,”  said  Purchase.  “ I'll  have 
it  ready  jvhen  you  arrive.”  J - 

With  that  remark  he  departed,  apparently 
unmoved  by  the  interview,  and  returning  to 
hLs  lathe  worked  on  until  the  midday  signal 
brought  welcome-  release.  Reaching  tire 
street,  lie  found  thousands  of  other  toilers 
hurrying  homewards;  the  majority,  disap- 
pearing down  side  openings  from  the  chief 
avenue.  ' By  the  time  lie  reached  the  o'ut- 
skiit.'A  lje  was  almost  alone-.  Quickening  his 
pace  along  the  main  read,  he  turned  into  a 
little-used  country,  lane,  halting  at  last 
before  a small  cottage.  In  bad  weather  it 
was  an  uncomfortable  walk,  hut  liis  loVe  of 
solitude  and  flower  and  fresh  air  brought 
him  ample  compensation,  Pausing  a 
moment  to  inhale  the  fragrance  of  the  tiny 
front  garden,  he  entered  the  dwelling,' where 
a plump,  good-looking  woman  on  the  right 
side  - of  thirty  was  spreading  a white  cloth 
over  a deal  table. 

Her  smile  he  closed  the  door  contained 
the  candid  welcome  of  pleased  affection,  and 
the  light  in  her  eyes  deepened  when;  after 
glancing  at  a boy  who  was  reading  a book  by 
the  fire,  he  crossed  the  room  and  kissed  her. 

“ Dinner  will  be  rendj7  in  a few  minutes,” 


glance  at  the  book.  In  features  he  wn8  very 
like  his  father,  hut  showed,  indications  of 
being  more  sturdily  built.-  - - - 

“ I wanted  to  finish  that  chapter,”  ho 
said  protestingly . 

“The  chapter  won’t  go  cold  and  your 
dinner  will,”  she  answered. 

“ That’s  practical  wisdom,”  commented 
Purchase,  hanging  up  the  towel  and  drawing 
forward  a chair  with  one  hand  while  he 
patted  the  boy’s  head  with  the  other. 

At  that  moment  there  was  a knock  at  (lie 
door.  Purchase  glanced  at  it  sharply, -then 
smiled  and  shouted  “ Come  in.” 

Hie  man  who  entered  was  Paul  Till,  a 
market  gardener  about  the  same  age  as  Pur- 
chase, but  broader  and  thicker,  with  the 
tanned,  healthy  skin  of  one  who  lives  in  the 
open.  His  face,  smiling  afid  genial,  posses-ed 
a shrewd  intelligence  that  might  have 
accounted  for  the  close  friendship  which 
existed  between  them.  Under  his  arm. 
causing  it  to  bulge  out  in  half  a circle,  rested 
a large  cauliflower. 

“ I’ve  brought  you  something  towards  to- 
morrow’s cSinner,”  he  said,  putting  the 
vegetables  in  tlie  window-sill.  “ 1 thought 
you’d  have  finished  by  this.” 

“Good.  Bring  a chair  up,”  Purchase 
said.  ^ “Rose,  another  plate.” 

“ Nay,  there’ll  be  something  ready  at  my 
lodgings,”  Till  answered. 

“ This,  is  ready,  and  much  handier,”  Rose 
answered,  putting  another  plate  of  stew  on 
the  table.  “ Sit  down.” 

Till  complied  without  further  protest. 
Deep  down  in  liis  heart  he  admired  Rose  Pur- 
chase and  loved  to  be  in  her  company, 
though  he  was  too  loyal  to  let  any  sign 
beyond  warm  friendship  escape  him. 

“ Well,  young  John,”  he  said,  turning  to 
the  lad,  “ Aren’t  you  going  on  the  moors 
to-day  to  look  for  ferns?” 

“ Not  to-day,”  the  lad  answered.- 
“ Mother's  taking,  me  to  Ransley  to  buy  a 
new  suit.” 

“ What!”  Till  exclaimed.  “ A new  suit0 
Well,  that’s  funny.  I've  a brand  .ie\v  knife 
at  home  that  will  just  fit  one  of  your 
pockets.” 

“ Aud  wear  holes  in  it,”  cried-  Rose.- 
“ You  never  saw  such  a collection  of  rubbish' 
as  lie  carries  about.” 

“I’m  not  so  sure,”  said  Purchase  drily. 
“I’ve  a strong  suspicion  that  Till  was  onre 
a boy.  How's  businers?”  he  added,  look- 
ing at  the  gardener. 

“ Not  so  good  as  it  was  last  year,”  Till 
answered.  “ There’s  a lot  of  people  bring- 
ing things  in  by  rail.  They. cut  prices  and 
each  other's  throats.  All  the  same  I’d  sold 
out  Irefore  noon.” 

When  the  stew  and  a rice  pudding  had 
been  disposed  of  they  rose  from ’the  table. 
Swiftly,  hut  almost  without- n„Lf\  Rose  /re- 
moved the  plates  and  cutlery  fo  the  .sink,, 
and,  folding  the  tabkeloth,  placed  it  in  a 
drawer. 

“ You  wash  your  hands  and  face,  J.u-ky,” 
slip  said,  “ while  I go,  anrl_  dress.  Theu1 
we’ll ‘be  off.”  Saying  which  she  went  up-, 
stairs,  while  the  two  men  pulled  out  their 
pipes  and  began  to  iinoke. 

“ I suppose  you  are  busy  enough?”  asked 
I ill. 

“Top  busy,”  John  replied.  “We  never 
ease  up.  Night  shift's  and  day  shirts  are  kept 
at.  top  speed,  the  next  job  is  at  your  elbow 
all  the  time.” 

“ Trust  Oldroyd  to  get  his  money’s  worth 
out  of  you,”  said  Till. 

“You  don’t  like  him?”  Purchase  asked. 
“I  don’t  like  his  type,”  Till  answered. 

“ A sordid,  grasping,  hustling  lot  of  money 
grubbers,  without  souls  cr  conscience.” 


“ You  cannot  be  aware,”  said  Miss  OUer 
to  walk  on 

she  said,  putting  the  hair  hack  from  his 
forehead  with  caressing  fingers,  and  smiling. 

“ And  I'm  ready  for  it,”  lie  laughed; 
patting  her  cheek.  “I. could  oat  a nicely- 
cooked  brick  if  it  was  well  buttered.” 

“ Hurrv  up  and  don’t  talk  nonsense,”  she 
retorted  good  huniouredly.  “ There's  plenty 
of  appetites  take  more  spoiling  than  yours.” 
While  lie  removed  his  overalls  and  went 
to  a sink-stone  to  wash,  liis  wife  finished 
laying  the  table,  placing  three  large  plates 
upon  it  filled  with  steaming  stew  whose 
fragrance  made  Purchase  look  round  nnd 
sniff.  His  wife  laughed  delightedly. 

“Come  along,  Jacky,”  she  said,  taking 
the  book  from  the  boy's  hands  and  placing  it 
on  the  mniitleshelf.  “ Pull  your  chair  tip.” 
The  youngster  rose  reluctantly,  casting  a 


sliatv,  “ that  strangers  are  not  permitted 
this  lawn.” 

“Hard  wards,”  Purchase  commented,, 
“ In  the  meantime,”  said  Till  with  hitter 
inflexion,  -“It  lias  made  Ransley  into  a 
cinder  heap,  where  men  and  women  and  chil- 
dren die  more  quickly  in  a polluted  atmos- 
phere, beneath  a pall  of  ismoke.  Money 
being  made,  yes,  a thousand  times  more,  but 
w;ho  gets  it  ? The  poor  are  still  with  us.  and 
their  poverty  is  more  wretched,  more  ragged, 
ruOre  helpless  than  before.” 

At  that  moment  Rose  descended  the  stairs 
ready  dressed. 

“ I shall  he  back  by  four  o’clock,  Jolui,” 
she  said,  nnd  takilig  the  boy’s  hand  parsed 
through  the  door,  little  dreaming  what  would 
happen  ere  she  entered  it  again. 

[TO  DK  CONTINUED.] 
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HOW  DOES  YOUR 
SOCIETY  COMPARE 
WITH  OTHERS  IN 
LOYALTY  TO  C.W.S.  ? 

See  SEPTEMBER'S  PRODUCER 

Jot  the  Standard  set.  by  some  Societies. 

O* 

The  Value  of  the  Penny 
Bank  for  Holiday  Savings 

Sec  Article  in  the  PRODUCER  Jot 
SEPTEMBER  on  Holiday  Finance. 


Every  Committeeman,  Departmental  Buyer,  and 
Branch  Manager  should  read  the  September 

“PRODUCER.” 

Ask  for  it  at  your  Store.  Published  on  September  15th  THREEPENCE. 


Che  Co-operatiue  l?eu>$ 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News"  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR."  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  "News"  should  be  addressed  to  " TI-IE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  * Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 
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VIKING’ 

DYES 


COMPRESSED 


is  made  from 
Fresn  Butter  and  Eggs, 
specially  selected  Lemons,  and  other 
choice  ingredients,  and  has  all 
the  flavour  and  aroma  ol^ 
the  fresh  fruit. 


1.S  L 


i nets  an  , 

QjPp 


cannot 
be  excelled  for 
making  Cheese  Cakes, 
Lemon  Puddings,  etc,,  and 
is  used  with  all  kinds  of  cake, 
pastry,  etc.,  by  the  most  experienced 
bakers,  add  housewives  in  the  country. 


^Ask  for 


^IlEMON  CURD 
at  your  own  Store' 


THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  MR. 
FORD. 

In  the  concluding  chapter  of  the  life  story  of  America’s 
great  motor-car  maker,  Mr.  Henry  Ford  dons  the  robe 
of  a prophet,  and  predicts  that  the  world  is  on  the  eve  of 
a great  change  in  its  way  of  viewing  and  dealing  with 
its  problems  ; is,  in  fact,  already  in  the  midst  of  a 
change  which  " is  going  on  all  about  us,  slowly  and 
scarcely  observed,  T5ut  with  a firm  surety.”  But  we  are 
not  so  much  concerned  here  with  his  prophecy  as  with 
his  philosophy,  for  Mr.  Ford  is  a notably  successful  man, 
and  what  he  has  to  say 'about  his  attitude  to  life  will 
be  worth  while  our  study.  At  the  outset  it  may  strike 
us  as  strange  that  a millionaire,  and  particularly  an 
American  millionaire,  should  decry  the  worship  of 
material  possessions.  .But  Mr.  Ford  is  nothing  if  not 
surprising,  and  he  tells  us  that  “it  is  no  longer  a dis- 
tinction to  be  rich  ; and,  as  a fact,  to  be  rich  is  no  longer 
a common  ambition.”  Doubtless,  being  himself  a very 
rich  man,  he  has,  like  .Solomon,  learned  the  vanity  of 
riches  ; but  the  world  is  full  neither  of  P'ords  nor  Solo- 
mons, and  we  are  afraid  that  the  ambition  to  be  rich  is 
still  a very  potent  factor  in  conduct,  notwithstanding 
the  dictum  of  this  particular  man  of  money  that  " people 
don’t  care  for  money  as  money  as  they  once  did.”  For. 
as  a matter  of  fact,  mere  miserliness,  mere  love  of  money 
for  the  chink  and  glitter  of  it,  has  never  been  wide- 
spread ; love  of  money  has,  with  few  exceptions,  always 
meant  love  of  the  things  money  buys,  or  love  of  power. 
Mr.  Ford  says  that  we,  meaning  the  world  in  general 
” are  growing  out  of  this  worship  of  material  possessions.’ 
This  is  very  much  to  be  doubted  ; indeed,  the  very  sale 
of  so  enormous  a number  of  Ford  cars  is  proof  to  the 
contrary.  Why  do  people  burden  themselves  with 
motor  cars  if  they  do  not  love  possessions  ? " There 

are  two  fools  in  the  world,”  says  Mr.  Ford.  ” One 
is  the  millionaire  who  thinks  that  by  hoarding  money 
he  can  somehow  accumulate  real  power,  and  the  other 
is  the  penniless  reformer  who  thinks  that  if  only  he  can 
take  the  money  from  one  class  and  give  it  to  another, 
all  our  ills  will  be  cured.”  No  one  will  dispute  with  our 
motor-car  millionaire  that  ” both  are  on  the  wrong 
track  ” ; but  what  we  do  dispute  with  Mr.  Ford  is  that 
there  are  any  such  fools  in  existence.  We  h^ve  never 
met  anyone  so  foolish  as  not  to  know  that  it  is  the  use 
of  wealth,  not  its  mere  accumulation,  which  constitutes 
power;  while  Mr.  Ford’s  social  reformer  is  equally 
figment  of  his  imagination. 

But  the  man  who  during  the  war  built  the  Peace  Ship 
has  some  wise  things  to  say  as  well  as  some  things  that 
are  questionable.  For  instance,  when  he  saj's  that 
some  of  the  Ynost  successful  money-makers  of  our 
times  have  never  added  one  pennyworth  to  the  wealth 
of  men,”  he  is  speaking  gospel  truth,'  for  instead  of 
creating  wealth,  gamblers  and  speculators  in  food  and 
other  necessaries  often  destroy  it.  They  become  rich 
only  by  the  process  of  other  people  becoming  poor.  All 
this,  however,  is  merely  negative  truth.  Mr.  Ford  gets 
nearer  to  positive,  constructive  truth  when  he  tells*  us 
that  after  securing  decency  of  livelihood  men’s  ambition 
should.be  great  usefulness  of  occupation  and  great  ser- 
viceableness of  life.  Not  what  we  accumulate  by  way 
of  useless  surplus,  but  how  we  pay  the  earth  for  support- 
ing us  will  proclaim  what  kind  of  men  we  are. 

There  is  one  vice,  however,  in  Mr.  Ford’s  thinking. 
Just  as  it  is  hard  for  a rich  man.  to  enter  the  kingdom  of 
Heaven,  so  also  it  is  difficult  for  a successful  man  to 
understand  failure,  for  he  is  always  tempted  to  think  in 
terms  of  his  own  success.  For  example,  in  speaking  of 
unemployment,  Mr.  Ford  says  that,  although  there  may 
not  be  work  in  this  or  that  workshop  or  factory',  there 
is  bound  to  be  work  wanting  doing  somewhere  in  the 
world,  and  he  advocates  young  men  forming  flying 
squadrons  of  labour,  which  would  be  available  for  emer- 
gency conditions  in  harvest  field,  mine,  shop,  or  railroad. 
But  the  very  men  of  the  type  who  would  form  such 
flying  squadrons  are  not  the  sort  of  men  that  are  often 
out  of  work  ; they  are  the  Fords  in  their  own  spheres 
of  life,  not  the  failures. 

Failing  to  understand  the  psychology  of  unemploy- 
ment, Mr.  Ford  equally  misconceives  its  economics. 
For  example,  he  says  : ” If  we  all  created  wealth  up  to 
the  limits,  the  easy  limits,  of  our  creative  capacity,  then 
it  would  simply  be  a Dase  of  there  being  enough  for 
everybody  and  everybody  getting  enough.”  That  is 
simply  not  true,  for  while  there  might  conceivably  be 
enough  for  everybody,  it  is  the  whole  essence  of  the 
unemployment  problem  that  under  our  existing  social 
system  everybody  is  not  permitted  to  have  the  full 
fruits  of  his  lahour,  which  not  merely  means  that  he 
does  not  get  enough,  but  it  means  also  that  there  is  a 
glut  in  the  market,  a consequent  restriction  in  produc- 
tion, and  an  addition  to  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed. 
As  a business  man,  of  course,  Mr.  Ford  knows  this  is 


true.  Fie  knows  that  lie  could  easily  get  pr(Ki 
double  the  number  of  Ford  cars  if  double  the  numh^ 
people  could  afford  to  buy  them.  But  however  « • 
may  be,  we  are  dealing  here  not  with  the  business  fat 
with  the  philosophy  of  Mr.  Ford.  ' 


C'onnnittee  of 

number  of 


vein  I 


Win. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

AN  OLD  FRIEND  RETIRES. 

The  resolution  passed  at  Southport,  which  provide  *1 
officials  of  Congress  or  the' General  Council  shall  be  ' ' 
pelled  to  retire  on  pension  at  the  age  of  seventv 
that  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.,  must  give  up  thc. 
taryship.  Co-operators  will  feel  sorry  for  that.  He 
been  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Joint  ‘ 
Co-operators  and  Trade  Unionists  for 
and  lias  been  associated  with  co-operator 
mittees,  earning  general  respect  from  all.  There  is  ^ 
little  pleasure  in  a pension — if  it  suffices— when  one  L 
health  to  enjoy  it.  The  chief  regret  the  bulk  of  the  work”  ' 
have  is  that  for  them  old  age  holds  out  110  prospect  of 
pension  beyond  the  miserable  pittance  which  the  State 
allows.  More  than  once  in  the  nation’s  history  the  «). 
operative  movement  has  brightened  the  lives  of  its  members 
and  workers,  and  we  are  still  in  the  hope  that  before  Ione 
the  movement  will  have  taken  steps  to  make  pensions  tie 
rule  and  not  the  exception. 


CO-OPERATION  IN  GEORGIA. 

Through  Mme.  Polovtsev,  .of  the  London  office  0f 
“Centrosoyus,”  we  received  a reply  by  M.  Kissin  to  the 
report  on  co-operation  in  Georgia  by  M.  Victor  Serirv 
which  appeared  in  a recent  issue  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News.”  M.  Serwy  went  to  Georgia  on  behalf  of  the  I.C.A. 
and  many  of  the  statements  contained  in  o’ur  own  columns 
are  reflected  in  extracts  'from  li is  official  repprt,  wh'Aare 
published  in  the  September  ‘‘Bulletin”  of  the  Alliance. 
Mme.  Polovtsev  dealt  with  M.  Serwy’s  complaints  regard- 
ing  the  interference  with  co-operative  meetings  and  o>. 
operative  elections  that  followed  the  occupation  of  Georgia 
by  the  Soviet  army.  The  reply  explained  tlie  relation^ 
between  the  Soviet  Government  and  Centrosoyus,  and  tbd 
decrees  under  which  the  Government  control  of  Russian 
co-operative  societies  had  been  withdrawn.  We  wrote  to 
Mme.  Polovtsev  pointing  out  that  the  article  in  the  first 
place  was  too  long,  and  in  the  second  place  it  repeated  whak 
had  already  been  given  at  considerable  length  in  the  “Co- 
operative News.”  We  stated,  however,  that  Georgia  had 
been  regarded  as  an  independent  republic,  that  its  repre- 
sentatives had  been,  received  at  Co-operative  Congresses, 
British  and  International,  as  the  representatives  of  a 
separate  co-operative  entity.  M.  Serwy  represented  that 
co-operative  activities  in  Georgia  were  being  hampered  not 
by  Georgians  but  by  the  Russian  Soviet  and  its  Coniraunist’’ 
supporters.  We  invited  Mme.  Polovtsev  to  let  us  have  an 
article  meeting  these  implications,  and  a statement  has 
been  promised. 

THE  C.W.S.  AND  TRANSPORT. 

One  of  the  signs  of  progress  is  the  gradual  passing  of  tho 
horse  from  our  roads,  and  its  replacement  by  motor  vehicle! 
of  every  description.  Naturally,  co-operative  Societies  hare 
been  among  those  first  in  the  field  in  adopting  Lire  newer 
method  of  transport,  but  it  is  not  generally  known  that  the 
Wholesale  Society,  adapting  itself  to  changed  conditions, 
has  for  some  years  been  building  all  types  of  motors,  as 
well  as  horse-drawn  vehicles.  The  motor  body  building  and 
wheelwrights’  works  at  Bruughton-lnne,  Manchester,  have 
made  considerable  developments  recently,  and,  as  "ill  be 
seen  from  _tlie  illustrated  leaflet  inserted  in  the  current 
issue  of  the  ” News,”  the  department  is  able  to  cater  for 
the  requirements  of  societies  in  all  varieties  of  vehicle*. 
Specialities  are  the  30  to  40  cwt.  motor  lorries,  and  tho 
one-ton  travelling  shops.  Many  societies  have  found  the 
latter  exceptionally  useful  in  catering  for  their  members  in 
scattered  areas. 


THE  SCOTTISH  WHOLESALE. 

The  balance  sheet  submitted  on  Saturday  at  the  S. C.W.S. 
quarterly  meeting  showed  a decrease  of  three-aml-n-qunrtor 
millions  in  the  sales  for  the  half-year  in  comparison  with 
the  sales  for  the  corresponding  half  of  last  year.  F|e 
directors  were,  nevertheless,  able  to  recommend  a dividend 
of  3d.  in  the  pound  to  members,  and  to  carry  forward  "hat 
would  have  sufficed  to  pay  another  penny.  It  is  gratifies 
know  that  since  the  half-year  closed  the  trade  h.v> 
increased  considerably  in  some  important  departments, 
notably  sugar,  butter,  tea,  and  flour.  The  auditor,  who 
reported  on  the  soundness  of  the  financial  position  of  d|0 
society,  made  an  explanation  as  to  why  hi/s  name  did  not 
appear  in  the  balance  sheet  as  having  signed.  It  "'09  ;('u0 
to  a question  of  principle,  and  did  not  affect  his  view  os 
to  the  soundness  of  the  society's  .financial  position.  b'’ 
colleagues  did  not  agree  with  him  as  to  the  time  nnJ  methe 
of  making  his  claim,  and,  finally,  all  the  auditors  we«> 
thanked  for  their  reports,  and  the  balance  sheet  ffS 
adopted.  A somewhat  lively  discussion  arose  "hen 
lelegate  wanted  to  move  disapproval  of  the  action  of  fl 
member  of  the  board  who  was  on  tlie  committee  which  de.i 

th  the  tax 1 on  imported  fabric  gloves.  The  mein 
however,  sat  on  that  committee  ns  the  representative  of  1 a 
Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  and  not  as  an  official 
sentative  of  tlie  S. C.W.S.,  and  the  chnirij  an  rule1'  |j|- 
motion  out  as  notice  had  not  been  given.  Soule  0 
Scottish  societies  have  been  badly--  hit  by  the  Pre 
distress  and  unemployment,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  1 
increases  reported  by  the  chairman,  and  referred  to 
are  heralds  of  better  times.  The  C.W.S.  balance  •‘•In  - 
due in  a few  days,  nnd  it  may  prove  just  as  wehoiue* 
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THE  NATIONS’  FOOD. 

C.W.S.  SHOWING  AT  OLYMPIA. 

AN  EYE-OPENER  FOR  THE  VISITORS. 


ig  HO  have  frequently  urged  that  the 

(lucrative  movement  should  take  its 
‘'i'0,  ili  all  the  great  national  exhibitions 
Pf  British  products,  we  are  glad  that 
°[;toi-s  to  l.oiidon  who  go  to  the  Nation’s 
IL(]  Exhibition  at  Olympia  will  be  able 

, find  among  the  exhibits  a .very  fine 
Hdiv  of  C.W.S.  productions. 

1 If 'the  visitors  are  co-operators  they  will 
. pleased  to  see  that  their  own  CAWS. 

• i,,  full  evidence  among  all  those  com- 
liijug  producers  and  distributors  of  food, 
if  they  are  not  co-operators,  if  they  have 
, a wont  to  despise  the  co-operative 
Mvemcnt  as  a purely  local  tiling,  they 

•|l  j,e  made  aware  by  the  magnificent 
piyS  exhibit,  that  co-operation  is 
MtioasI  as,  well  as  local,  ami  they  will 
return  to  their  hollies  having  a better  and 
truer  idea  of  wlmt  the  co-operative  move- 
ment is. 

\ little  further  investigation  will  show 
them  that  co-operation  is  not  /merely 
mtional  but  international,  as  is  evidenced 
bv  the  co-operative  exhibits  of  dairy  pro- 
duce, i£c„  from  Denmark,  Poland,  and 
other  continental  countries.  No  aspect 
of  international  co-operation  is  more  im- 
pQrtant  tiinn  that  of  food  seeing. 

Dependent,  as  we  are,  upon  imports  of 
food  from  abroad,  that  dependency  has 
jts  dangers  as  we  were  made  acutely  aware 
during  the  war.  Apart  from  war  there 
are  other  dangers,  and  not  the  least  of 
them  is  the  power  it  gives  to  the  mag- 
nates, )Of  international  commerce  to,, flontrol 
foreign  sources  of  food  supplies  in  the 
interest  of  profit-making,  and  to  tile  detri- 
ment of  the  unfortunate  consumers.  But 
the  local  co-operative  store,  with  its 
federated  power  through  the  C.W.S.,  and 
the  possibilities  of  international  co-opera- 
tion which  come  therefrom,  cuts  at  the 
root  of  speculation  in  food,  and  gives  to 
the  consumers  the  power  to  get  the 
sources  of  fowl  supplies  in  their  own 
hands.  . . 

Purity  of  food  is  another  essential  to 
the  well-being  of  the  people.  The  dangers 
to  lie  apprehended  from  impure  .food  have 
of  late  been  very  much  to  the  lore,  and 
while  legislation  may  do  something  to 
counteract  sins  of  commission  like  adul- 
teration. or  sins  of  omission  such  as  the 
carelessness  in  food  preparation  which 
allows  it  to  become  contaminated  with 
disease,  nothing  but  the  absolute  control 
of  the  people’s  food  by  the  people  them- 
selves in  their  co-operative  capacity  will 
ever  solve  this  problem  in  its  entirety.  In 
this  respect  the  reputation  of  the  food- 
stuffs produced  by  the  C.W.S.  has  always 
been  not  only  above  reproach,  but 
unassailable. 

At  a C.W.S.  exhibition  in  a country 
town,  not  long  ago.  a very  old  working- 
man, one  who  had  helped  to  found  the 


local  society  remarked  to  the  C.W.S. 
establish  the  local  stores  he  never  dreamed 
that  ho  would  live  to  see  the  day  when 
there  would  be  such  a splendid  exhibition 
of  co-operative  productions  in  his  native 
town.  The  sentiment  of  pride  in  co-opera- 
tive success  was  not  only  pardonable,  but 
natural.  And  doubtless  there  will’  he 
many  co-operators  who  come  to  Olympia 
from  London  suburbs,  where  co-operation 
is  in  a small  way,  or  from  some  town  in 
the  country  where  co-operation  is  a 
struggling  factor  in  the  life  of  the  place, 
who  will  feel  a thrill  of  satisfaction  in 
seeing  at  the  Nation's  Food  Exhibition  so 
splendid  a display  of  C.W.S.  goods,  and 
w’ill  be  buoyed  up  with  the  thought  that 
it  is  their  own  C.W.S.;  that  they  them- 
selves have  played  a part  in  this  move- 
ment which  not  only  has  noble  ideals,  but 
has  produced  such  evidential  and  sub- 
stantial results. 

Variety  and  Excellence. 

Epicures  (writes  a special  correspondent) 
from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom  are 
Hocking  to  the  nation’s  great  Food  Exhibi- 
tion now  proceeding  at  Olympia.  Beneath 
tile  vast  dome  of  this  wonderful  building 
are  scores  of  stalls  holding  the  most 
astonishing  diversity  of  goods  one  could 
possibly  imagine,  and  since  the  C.W.S., 
as  good  co-operators  well  know,  produces 
practically  every  article  that  human 
ingenuity  can  devise  or  the  human  appe- 
tite desire,  it  is  right  and  natural  that 
the  society’s  exhibit  should  he  found 
occupying  a conspicuous  section  of  the 
building. 

It  is  admirably  arranged,  and  a credit 
alike  to  the  organisation  it  represents 
and  to  Mr.  Frederick  Rockell,  in  whose 
charge  it  is.  A great  variety  of  goods  is 
set  out  in  attractive  cases  co-operatively 
made  at  Broughton,  and  both  goods  and 
cases  have  attracted  much  attention  from 
hosts  of  visitors. 

. From  the  entrance  side  one  first  comes 
upon  a collection  of  goods  from  Pelaw, 
including  all  those  numerous  articles  used 
in  the  kitchen,  rather  mysterious  to  the 
mere  man,  but  delectable  enough  when 
served  at  the  table,  such  things,  for 
example,  as  custard  powder,  tapioca, 
Kako,  semolina,  baking  powder,  bun 
mixture,  green  peas,  and  so  forth.  Then 
co-operators,  possibly  made  ill  by  unwisely 
slackening  their  loyalty,  and  trying  in- 
ferior products,  are  reminded  that  they 
can  he  cured  by  co-operative  medicine.  A 
host  of  specifics  such  as  licorice  powder, 
iron  tonic  pills,  chemical  food,  digestive 
syrup,  headache  remedies,  orange  and 
quinine  wine,  cod  liver  oil  emulsion  and 
extract  of  beef,  are  all  on  show,  with  lime- 
juice  cordial  to  relieve  the  depression 
possibly  caused  by  such  an  array  of  un- 
pleasant, if  necessary,  things. 


In  the  cases  representing  Crumpsall  and 
representative  that  when  ihe  helped  to 
Silvertown  are  articles  as  pleasing,  to  the 
eye  as  I am  sure  they  must  be  to  the  taste. 
Upon  a revolving  stand  is  a gorgeous  > 
wedding  cake  which  would  almost  tempt  a 
confirmed  bachelor  to  surrender  the  sweets 
of  freedom  if  only  to  see  a dainty  wife 
cutting  it  to  the  strains  of  the  “ Wedding 
March.”  Here,  also,  are  collections  of 
luscious  sweets  in  glass  jars,  some  of  them 
most  beautifully  and  artistically  coloured. 
These,  I may  add,  have  evoked  the  praises 
of  many  expert  confectioners.  In  addition, 
all  the  well-known  co-operative  cakes  and 
biscuits  are  on  show. 

Something  in  the  way  of  a special  sjiow 
of  Federation  flour  has  also  been  made. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  tile  C.W.S. 
is  one  of  the  largest  millers  in  the  world, 
it  is  necessary  to  remember  that  the  move- 
ment might  respond  more  loyally  to  the 
Hour  sold  over  the  counter,  as  distinct 
from  that  which  goes  into  the  bake-houses. 
Such  varieties  as  self-raising  flour  are 
largely  in  the  hand’s  of  the  big  private 
films  who  advertise  a good  deal,  and  the 
co-operative  movement  is  struggling  now 
to  get  that  trade. 

Flour,  however,  is  a prosaic,  and  in 
appearance  uninteresting,  even  if  very 
necessary,  commodity,  and  I confess  I 
spent  a good  deal  more  time  around  those 
cases  which  contained  the  jams,  bottled 
fruit,  the  dried  ingredients — calling  up 
visions  of  Christmas  puddings — as  well  as 
the  pickles  and  sauces  which  made  one 
think  of  chops,  steaks,  and  a nice  fried 
sole.  An  indication  of  the  very  good  .mar- 
garine made  at  Irlam,  the  excellent 
“ Sutox,”  which  also  conies  from  there, 
the  society’s  meat  and  fish  pastes,  her- 
rings in  tomatoes,  and  other  savouries, 
and  lastly,  but  very  important,  11  Nutrix,” 
the  infants’  and  invalids’  food,  all  had 
their  appointed  places,, 

The  enormous  number  of  people  who  are 
hot  co-operators — who  know  very  little 
about  the  movement — are  visiting  Olympia, 
and  among  these  at  any  rate  the  C.W.S. 
exhibit  should  be,  and  no  doubt  will  be,  a 
revelation  of  what  the  .movement  is,  and 
is  doing,  in  the  way  of  making  and  supply- 
ing pure  food  to  those  who  want  it. 


REASSURING  NEWS. 


C.W.S.  BUYERS  IN  GREECE. 


Thk  new  war  in  the  Near  East  lias  made 
many  friends  apprehensive  about  the  safety 
of  Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (C.W.S.  director),  .Mr. 
John  Lake  (No.  1 grocery  buyer,  Newcastle), 
and  Mr.  Mend  (byyer,  Manchester),  who 
are  visiting  Greece  on  C.W.S.  business.  A 
reassuring  cable  was  received  on  Friday, 
however,  stating  that  the  piyty  had  got 
safely  away  from  Smyrna.  There  also 
arrived  an  interesting  letter  from  Air.  Lake, 
dated  August  30th,  in  which  he  Stated  that 
the  coun  try  was  overrun  by  a cosmopolitan 
crowd,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  busi- 
ness was  conducted  owing  to  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  country  and  the  money 
exchange. 


TRADES  AND  BUSINESS 

CONFERENCES. 


As  we  have  previously  announced,  the 
committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  trades 
and  business  conferences  for  1922  came  to 
the  conclusion,  in  view  of  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances, that  it  would  be  better  to 
proceed  on  the  lines  followed  last  year 
lather  than  attempt  to  hold  a national 
two  days’  congress.  Should  circumstances 
alter,  however,  they  think  it  might -bo 
-possible  to  arrange  a national  congress  in 
i923. 

Sectional  conferences  are  to  be  held  this 
year  as  follow  s : — October  4th,  Edinburgh 
(chairman,  Air.  W.  IL  line,  J.l\);  October, 
11th,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  (chairman,  Mr. 
0.  Major);  October  18th,  Manchester 
(chairman,  Mr.  A.  B.  Weir);  October  25th, 
London ’(chairman,  Air.  W.  A.  Wilkinson); 
October  26th,  Cardiff  (chairman,  Mr.  \V. 
J.  Whitney). 

There  will  be  two  sessions,  as  before, 
but  this  year  only  two  subjects  are  to  be 
discussed.  For  t lie  morning  session  Prof. 
F.  Hall,  ALA.  (Co-operative  Union)  has 
prepared  a paper  cm  the  question  of 
” Organisation  of  Societies  in  the  Face  of 
Present-day  Competition.”  The  afternoon 
session  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  considera- 
tion of  “The  Policy  of  Societies  in  regard 
to  Trade,  Dividends,  Reserves,  and  Depre- 
ciation,” the  paper  for  which  has  been 
prepared  at  the  request  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Secretaries’  Association  by  Messrs. 
A.  Pickup  (Birkenhead)  ancl  W.  ID. 
Banister  (Liverpool). 


LOCH  MAREE  SCARE. 


Thk  wide-spread  public  notice  given  to  tha 
poisoning  case  at  Loch  Maree  in  the  latter 
part  of  August,  appears  to  have  had  serious 
effect  on  trade  in  potted  meats.  The  sale 
of  food  of  this  class  has  fallen  off  consider- 
ably, and  this,  we  understand,  is  noticeable) 
in  connection  with  the  fish,  game,  ancl 
poultry  section  of  the  C.W.S.  as  with  other 
manufacturers  and  traders.  We  are  fully; 
assured  that  there  is  no  ground  fur  contiriuj* 
ante  of  any  seme  with  regard  to  the  goods 
distributed  by  the  C.W.S.'  department;] 
They  are  produced  from  the  finest} 
ingredients  and  every  possible  care  is  exer- 
cised with  regard  to  cleanliness  and  hygienic! 
handling.  The  preserved  fruit  and  fish  facV 
tory  owned  and  controlled  by  the  C.W.S.  at 
Yarmouth,  contains  the  most  up-to-date 
sanitary  conditions  that  engineering  can 
devise  for  the  maintenance  of  _ cleanliness!  ’ 
and  from  this  point  of  view  it  has  been 
claimed -that  the  factory  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  kingdom  for  the  manufacture  of 
putted  meat.  All  the  productions  are  steri- 
lised uncbr  the  most  efficient  process  known 
to  science,.,  and  .are  packed  within  three 
hours'  of  manufactuie.  . ' 

After  careluL  investigation  it  can  be  said 
that. there  its,  no  need  to  be  afraid  of  any 
trouble  arising  through  the  consumption  or 
such  well-known  C.W.S.  brands  as  “ SYhoati 
sheaf,”  “Unity,”  and  “Jennie”  savouries! 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


" Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

Having  written  and  read  a lot  about 
economics,  I went  to  the  bookstall  the  other 
day  and  picked  up  a novel,  on  the  cover  of 
wliii'h  was  a man  in  the  act  of  firing  a 
revolver  at  somebody.  Just  the  thing,  I 
to  lighten  iny  mental  load.  I 
fai<l  the  price,  proceeded  to  the  train,  ancl 
**6<ni  reading,  but  not  until  tile  author 
tad  almost  run  his  course  did  that  revolver 
ur  •'iiy  other  go  off.  Done  again,  was  the 
only  comment  I could  think  of  as  I closed 
tta  book. 

Oxp,  fine  in  the  hook  did,  however,-  cause 
R'  prick  up  my  ears  so  to  speak.  It 
*as\his:  “Say  Macdonald  and  Maclean 
and  ioni  .Mann  are  noble  patriots.” 


. The  death  of  Air.  Wilfrid  Blunt,  which 
ls  recorded  this  week,  severs  another  link 
the  Byron  family,  one  member  of 
Kiioh  gave  practical  help  to  the  co-opera- 
l'e  movement,  as  our  Brighton  Congress 
Weiuent  showed.  Air.'  Blunt,  himself 
a,"  eminent  poet,  married  Lady  Anne  Noel, 
Ua"gliter  of  the  Earl  of  LoVelnoe  and  a 
HpMlriigliter  of  Bvron.  He  devoted 
to  wlmt  many  regarded  as  forlorn 
opes  -tlie  cause  of  Natibnalisnv  ii>  India, 
:,»<1  Ireland.  In  Ireland  he  was 
a onecl  and  imprisoned.  In  his  political 
I r'Hiigs  which  disclosed  some  piquant 
' “'Res  of  secret  history,  he  boldly 
Thrcd  that  • 


nf  half 
abroad. 


‘ the  Queen  is  at  the  bottom 
the  imperialistic  mischief  we  do 
v ■ is  pleased  at  her  title  of 

ifl1^ress  a,,(l  likes  to  enlarge  her  borders.” 
n "ax  published  when  Queen  Victoria 
s‘'ll  alive. 

fl|3',R  lower  paid  workers  will  be  glad  to 
C*  a considerable  fall  in  the  cost  of 
tr„i,!K'  , Certain  motor-cars  have  been 
Ced  1,1  Pi’ice  from  £925  to  £725.  ~~ 

bi'?,VY’8  Stohy. — Mraf  X had  taken  the 
0 a country  cousin’s  for  a few  days ; 


she  could  not  afford  a holiday  for  all  the 
family  in  these  hard  times.  On  her 
return,  however,  the  children  greeted  her 
with  glowing  accounts  of  the  fine  time 
they  had  enjoyed  in  her  absence — living 
light  royally,  going  out  with  father  to  the 

pictures,”  Arc.  “But  where  did  he  get 
the  money  for  all  this,  after  being  out  of 
work  So  many  weeks ‘ Prompt  and 
startling  came  the  reply:  “Oh,  father's 
sold  the  piano!” 

M.  Mf.rtens,  of  Brussels,  one  of  the 
fraternal  delegates  to  the  T.U.  Congress 
at  Southport,  represented  the  International 
Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  at  this  year’s 
Congress  of  the  Belgian  Co-operative 
Union. 

Special  interest  attaches  to  ihe  visit  to 
England  of  Amine  Joussef  Bey.  in  the 
interests  of  peace  for  his  country.  A young 
lawyer,  he  is  well  known  and  held  in  high 
esteem  both  by  his  own  people  and  the 
English  alike,  fop  his  work  in  successfully 
introducing  in  1920,  the  co-operative  move- 
ment into  Egypt  for  the  benefit  of  the  pqoror 
classes;  and  for  this  signal  service  lie 
received  the  tlmyks  of  the  Supply  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ministry  of  France.  He  is  to 
visit  Manchester  and  elsewhere  to  study  how 
to  develop  the  movement  in  Egypt  on  British 
lines.  « ♦ , 

The  excitement  occasioned  by  the  air  race 
round  Britain,  in  connection  with  which 
Manchester  was  one  of  the  stages,  calls  to 
mind  the  fact  that  fhe  city  has  always  had 
its  devotees  of  aviation.  A writer  in  the 
n Manchester  Guardian”  mentions  that 
over  a century  ago  the  site  of  the  C.W.S. 
premises  wns  the  starting  point  for  a balloon 
ascent  which  left. its  mark  most  indelibly  on 
Manchester.  f t 4 

“ Mb.  Sadt.f.h,  a most  persevering  and 
intrepid  aeronaut,  ascended  in  his  balloon 
from  a garden  behind  the  Manchester  A ring 
Hotel  in  Long  Mitigate.  This  took  place  as 
long  ago  as  May,  1786.  Yet  the  building 


stands  to-day  much  as  it  did  then — but 
the  ‘ garden  ’ is  mow  covered  by  the  mas- 
sive warehouses  of  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society,  whose  headquarters.  No.  1, 
Balloon-street,  carry  a memory  of  .the  famous 
ascent  all  round  the  world — while  at  die  top 
of  Balloon-street  may  he  still  seen  Garden- 
street,  marking  the  confines  if  the  garden- 
of  the  old  liouise  still  standing  in  A till  gate.” 
Out  and  About. 


COALVILLE’S  84d.  LOAF. 

Coalville  is  again  to  be  congratulated  on 
leading  the  way  in  regard  to  reduced  bread 
prices,  the  Coalville  Society  having  on  Mon- 
day started  to  sell  the  quartern  loaf  at  Sid., 
as  compared  with  the  late  price  iff  9d.  Even 
a half-penny  a loaf  makes  a difference  in  a 
miner’s  family  where  there  are  many  mouths 
to  be  fed.  One  of  the  grievances  of  the  col- 
lier has  been  that  while  his  wages  have  been 
ruthlessly  cut  down,  the  prices  of  many 
essential  commodities  have  not  fallen  in  any- 
tlnng  like  the  same  ratio,  bread  being  one 
of  them.  ' Coalville  Society’s  management 
committee  have,  however,  always  been  well 
to  the  front  in  giving  their  members  the 
benefit  of  any  fall  in  the  price  of  Hour.  I lie 
cost  of  the  loaf  was  only  5d.  before  the  war. 
It  passed  the  8jd.  mark  early  in  the  cam- 
paign, but  it  has  never  been  so  low  since. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PRESS  PUSH. 

Ain.  CL  Bhowmull  (chairman  of  the 
National  Publishing  Society)  addressed  a 
conference  of  the  Wilts  and  Dorset  District 
Association  at  Warminster  rn  Saturday,  on 
the  co-operative  press.  As  a result  of  his 
remarks,  a resolution  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved to  the  effect  that  societies  in  the 
district  should  extend  hearty  assistance  to 
the  National  Publishing  Society's  appeal  for 
increased  capital,  and  also  devote  greater 
support  to  the  society’s  various  publications. 


“ Once  again  I have  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  as  thi3 
month’s  1 Millgate.’  ” — A literary  and 

educational  authority. 


MR.  GEORGE  BASTARD 

AN  APPRECIATION. 

BY  OBSERVER. 

Mr.  Bastard  died  on  Monday  at  the  ag§ 
of  sixty-nine  years.  The  following  appre- 
ciation was  in  type  before  the  news  of  his 
death  was  received:— 

At  Plymouth  Congress  in  1386,  Air, 
Bastard,  of  Leicester,  was  elected  a member 
of  the  Midland  Sectional  Board  of  the  Co- 
operative Union.  In  1922,  with  eyesight 
failing  and  vigour  impaired,  he  withdrew 
from  nomination,  and,  for  his  long  ami 
honourable  career  in  office,  was  appointed  ft 
Brighton  Congress  an  honorary  member  of 
jj>3  Board,  after  thirty-six  years  of  service. 
^ Poor-Law  officer,  .he  was  for  many  years 
honoured  and  respected  for  his  work,  in 
which  he  tempered  probity  and  sympathy, 
with  zealous  and  faithful  service.  A lay. 
worker  for  religion  and  temperance,  his 
transparent  earuestmess  gained  him  the 
regard  and  confidence  of  adolescents  who 
were  his  primary  concern.  A director  of  a 
large  co-operative  society,  ho  was  non- 
obtrusive  yet  fearless  in  upholding  true  co- 
qpsrative  principles  when  occasion  demanded 
and  the  necessity  for  action  be.nmo 
apparent^  A co-operative  evangelist,  his 
altruism,  earnestness,  and  eloquence  com- 
mended him  and  his  mission  to  the  accept- 
ance of  working  men  and  women  in  tho 
villages  and  towns  in  the  Alicjlaiids,  where 
the  greater  part  of  his  work  was  done,  anil 
to  wider  fields  in  this  country  and,  occasion- 
ally, abroad,  when  duty  called  hint:  and  the 
votes  of  home  co-operators  selei  ted  hint  as 
an  acceptable  representative  and  exponent 
of  co-operative  principles. 

In  all  the  varied  capacities  enumerated  in 
this  brief  appreciation,  of  Mr.  Bastard, 
examples  are  afforded  to  all  co-oj>evativo 
workers  ami  aspirants  to  office.  Those  who 
have  known  him  long  and  have  esteemed 
him  for  his  work  have  cause  for  satisfaction 
in  the  knowledge  that  he  has  done  his  duty 
well,  with  true  ideals  shining  before  his  eyes 
in  clearness  and  purity. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Septembkh  12 


ELECTION. 


WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 


X.-BRADFORD  (SOUTH)  AND  COUNCILLOR 
WILLIAM  HIRST. 


r™n — | 

- 

ii 

POINTS  FOR  THE 

BOARDROOM. 

BY  “ALPHA.’’ 

UY  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT. 


Prospects  are  bright  ami  hopes  run  high 
in  the  Bradford  (South)  division.  There 
are  many  reasons  why  the  supporters  ot 
Councillor  William  Hirst  (the  Co-operative 
Parliamentary  candidate)  are  cheerful. 
One  is,  that  he  lias  the  support  of  all  the 
progressive  working-class  elements  in 
the  division  (co-operative,  trade  unionist, 
and  labour),  and  another  is- that  Mr.  Hirst 
is  a type  or  man  who  simply  exudes  cheer- 
fulness, and  nobody  can  feel  pessimistic  in 
h:.s  presence.  Perhaps  this  accounts  for 
his  exceptional  popularity  among  all 
sections. 

Evidence  of  this  popularity  is  afforded 
by  the  fact  that  since  September  3rd, 
1920,  he  has  had  the  unique  distinction  of 
acting  as  chairman  of  the  local  employ- 
ment committee,  composed  of  employers 
and  operatives  in  insured  trades.  Usually, 
the  chairman  of  this  committee  comes  from 
among  the  employers,  and  it  is  probably 


Councillor  William;  Hirst. 

the  first  time  a workman  has  been 
appointed  to  the  position  in  a large  pro- 
vincial city.  An  unusual  feature  about 
the  appointment  is  that  it  was  the  -em- 
ployers’ representatives  on  Hie  committee 
who  suggested  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
that  Councillor  Hirst  should  preside  over 
its  meetings.  The  committee  it*  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  active  in  the  service, 
and  an  idea  of  its  responsibilities  can  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  the  register 
of  unemployed  grew  to  60.000  in  1021. 

Many-Sided  Activities. 

Th  its  is  only  one  side  of  Councillor 
Hirst's  many  activities.  He  was  born  and 
bred  in  the  co-operative  movement.  His 
'father  was  for  many  years  a director  of  the 
old  West  Bowling  Society,  which  was  later 
amalgamated  with  the  " City  of  Bradford 
Society.  It  was  the  West  Bowling  Society 
which  Mr.  Hirst  joined  when  he  was  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  and  lie  became  a 
member  of  his  trade  union  at  the  same 
time. 

Later,  trade  union  and  political  work 
claimed  much  of  his  attention.  Since 
August,  1912.  he  has  been  the  district 
organiser,  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Woodworkers,  and  he  is  at  present'  the 
chairman  of  the  Yorkshire  and  North- 
east Lincolnshire  District  of  the  National 
Building  Trade  Operatives’  Federation, 
and  -chairman  of  the  joint  board  of  em- 
ployers and  operatives  known  as  the 
Centre  Council. 

Municipally,' Bradford  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  cities  in  the  country.  In 
matters  affecting  the  care  of  children  and 
their  education,  in  particular,  the  city’s 
activities  are  repeatedly  being  quoted 
throughout  the  land.  Councillor  Hirst 
can  therefore  claim  to  have  obtained  a 
sound  and  wide  knowledge  of  local  govern- 
ment, which  has  made  him  well  fitted  to 
shoulder  national  responsibilities,  for  lie 
has  been  a member-  of  the  City  Council  in 
the  interest^  of  labour  for  the  past  ten 
years.-  It  augurs  well  that  the  electors  of 
- tlie  North  Bierley  East  Ward  (which  is 
included  hi  the  Bradford  (South)  division 
have  shown  their  confidence  in  their 
representative  by  repeatedly  returning 
him  to  the  council  chamber. 

In  Co-operative  Administration. 

Councillor  Hirst  realised  some  years  ago 
that  the  trade  union  and  labour  move- 
ments were  only  two  sections  of  the 
working-class  trinity,  and  in  1914  he 
identified  himself  with  the  co-operative 
movement  in  a more  practical  manner  by 
becoming,  a member  of- -the  management 
committee  of  the  City  of  Bradford  Society.' 


Here  again  bis  exceptional  administrative 
abilities  served  to  bring  him  to  the  highest 
position,  and  for  the  past  two  years  he 
has  been  the  president  of  the  society,  which 
provides  for  the  wants  of  over  23,000 
members. 

As  a co-operator,  Councillor  Hirst 
endorses  the  sentiment  that  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  is  a practical  reforming 
force,  which  is  making  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  workers.  It  begins  at  the  base 
and  proceeds  to  reconstruct  the  society  on 
lines  of  equitable  association.  He  also 
teaches  that  neither  of  the  old  political 
parties  (Conservative  and  Liberal)  have 
anything  really  in  common  with  the 
workers,  that  their  class  interests  dear  to 
their  hearts  are  always  put  first,  and  the 
welfare  of  the  common  people  is  subor- 
dinated to  financial  and  class  considera- 
tions every  time  these  appear  in  conflict. 

An  extension  of  education,  he  asserts, 
and  the  practical  application  of  the  co- 
operative principles  in  national  and  civic 
government  are  the  only  panaceas  for  our 
social  ills. 

In  his  numerous  meetings  throughout 
the  constituency,  he  warns  his  hearers  not 
.to  l>e  caught  at  the  next  election  by  the 
specious  election  cry  that  is  sure  to  go  up 
from  the  tactful  politicians  now  defending 
what  they  assume  is  their  birthright, 
viz.,  “ a monopoly  of  the  power  of  govern- 
ment in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Electoral  Organisation. 

The  election  machinery  in  the  division 
is  being  kept  in  good  order,  and  nothing 
that  might  clog  the  wheels  when  it  is 
necessary  to  start  the  machine,  is  being 
overlooked.  Periodical  meetings  are  being 
held  in  different  parts  of  the  constituency, 
at  which  the  co-operative  aim  in  politics 
is  put  forward,  and  all  the  time  a band  of 
women  workers  are  carrying  out  a systema- 
tic canvass  to  discover  where  the  weak- 
ness or  the  strength  in  voting  power  lies. 
Their  work  is  bearing  good  fruit,  for  as 
a result  of  a scheme  originated  by  Mr. 
Isaac  Holmes  (trade  .organiser  to  the  City 
of  Bradford  Society),  who  is.  organising  the 
constituency  i in  Councillor  Hirst’s  in- 
terests, the  Bradford  and  District  Co- 
operative Party  has  secured  over  200 
individual  members  of  the  party,  who  con- 
tribute to  the  funds,  and  when  the  time 
comes  will  be  ready  to  turn  out  and  work 
for  the  co-operative  candidate. 

In  regard  to  workers.  Councillor  Hir6t 
is  fortunately  placed,  for  io  addition  to 
the  co-operative  ward  committees  working 
in  each  of  the  five  wards — ListerJi ills.  Great 
Horton,  Little  Horton,  Wibsey,'  and  ‘North 
Bierley  East  and  West — he  is  supported 
by  the  local  trade  union  branches.  The 

I.L.P.  branches  are  functioning  in  all  the 
wards,  and  they  are  old  and  experienced 
campaigners. 

Bradford  (South)  is  a working-class  con- 
stituency, comprising  mainly  operatives  in 
the  worsted  trade,  of  which  Bradford  is 
the  centre.  One  of  the  adjoining  divisions 
is  Spen  Valley,  which  is  so  ably  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Tom  Myers,  M.P.  The 
city  itself  is  divided  into  four  divisions, 
and  in  the  remaining  three  the  Labour 
candidates,  who  are  all  staunch  co-opera- 
tors, are  Mr.  F.  W.  Jowett  (chairman  of 
the  I.L.P.),  Alderman  W.  Leach,  and  ex- 
Alderman  J.  H.  Palin. 

Co-operators  have  a good  claim  to  the 
seat  which  Councillor  Hirst  is  contesting, 
for  the  following  societies  operate  in-  the- 
divisioil : — City  of  Bradford,  Great  Horton, 
Buttershaw,  ami  Slacksides,  Brighouse, 
Clecklieaton,  and  Birkenslvaw. 

Councillor  Hirst  believes  the.  prospects 
of  success  are  very  hopeful.  If  the  position 
is  gauged  from  1918,  lie  does  not  think 
one  can  come  to  any  other  reasonable  con- 
clusion. Although  tlie  country  was  suffer- 
ing from  a wave-  of  patriotic  feeling  at 
that  time,  the  result  was  fairly  satisfac- 
tory. The  figures  for  the  1918  general 
election,  when  Councillor  Hirst  was  also 
the  co-operative  candidate,  were:  — 

Lt.-Col.  F.  V.  Willey  (Co.  E.)  11,983 

W.  Hirst  (Co-operative)  8,182 

G.  Muff  (Ind.  Liberal) 6,611 

Majority 3,801 

Electorate,  41,449  - (women,  18,142). 

It  is  worth  noting  that  Mr.  Muff  lias 
retired  from  the  contest,  and  in  November 
this  year  is  standing  for  tlie  City  Council 
as  a Labour  candidate.  Mr.  FI.  H. 
Spencer  is  taking  his  place  in  the  Parlia- 
mentary contest  as  an  Independent  Liberal. 

This  means  that  the  fight  will  be  again 
a three-cornered  one,  and  in  tlie  muni- 
cipal contests  in  Bradford,  when  there 
have  been  three  candidates.  Labour  in- 
variably wins.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that 
most  people  are  thoroughly  disgusted  with 
the  policy  and  practice  of  the  present 
Government,  and  the  reason  for  the  con- 
fidence of  Councillor  Hirst’s  supporters  is 
4>lain. 

[Next  week:  Sparkbrook  (Birmingham) 
and  Mr.  W.  Hampton.] 


THE  QUESTION  OF 

EXPENSES. 

WAGES  IN  RELATION  TO  SALES. 

INTEREST  RATES  TOO  HIGH. 

In  our  last  talk,  I summarised  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  board-room  under  three  heads:  — 

1.  Reduced  sales. 

2.  Increased  expenses. 

3.  Reduced  surplus  on  margins  for 

dividend. 

I tried  to  sliow  that  in  spite  of 

1 . Reduction  in  values. 

2.  Reduced  purchasing  power  of  our 

members. 

3.  Reduced  dividend  and  higher  expenses. 

4.  Keener  competition, 

that  there  was  a large  amount  of  potential 
trade  passing  our  shops. 

I dealt  briefly  with  the  question  of 
decreased  sales,  and  made  suggestions  how 
these  could  be  improved,  and  bow  a portion 
of  our  trade,  at  least,  that  is  now  passing 
our  doors,  could  be  attracted  into  cur 
shops. 

I would  like  now,  to  briefly  deal  with  the 
expenses.  This  side  of  our  administration 
needs  careful  attention. 

Though  it  is  necessary  that  every  item  of 
expense  should  be  closely  scrutinised,  it  is 
impossible  in  a brief  article  to  deal  with 
every  individual  item.  I purpose,  therefore, 
to  confine  myself  to  the  leading  items  of 
expense  by  which  we  a, re  confronted.  The 
wage  bill  of  a society  is  by  far  the  most  out- 
standing item  in  the  expenses  account,  and 
forms  a large  proportion  of  the  total  expense 
rate  of  any  society.  Too  much  attention, 
therefore,  cannot  be  given  to  this  item,  and 
its  rate  per  pound  of  sales  lias  a marked 
bearing  on  our  trading  results.  In  1897  the 
distributive  wage  cost  per  pound  of  sales  in 
tlie  United  Kingdom  was  lOd.  In  1920,  the 
latest  figures  I have  available,  the  rate  per 
pound  was  Is.  2d.  To-day,  I venture  to  say 
few  .societies  are  working  with  « rate  below 
Is.  6d.:— many  of  them  much  higher,  and 
this  irrespective  of  the  fact  that  values  are 
still  nearly  100  per  cent,  above  war  level. 

Wages  Anomalies. 

From  tlie  year  1914  up  to  tlie  present 
time,  I think,  we  can  say  that  the  wage  cost 
per  pound,  n sales  has  been' trebled  when 
measured  in  quantity.  This  is  a serious 
matter— overstaffing  should  be  remedied. 
Inefficient  sendee  dispensed  with,  and  the 
necessary  cuts  made;  retaining  onlv  a lnini- 
nnim  for  efficient  service.  It  is  a thankless 
job  and  an  unpopular  task,  but  it  lias  got  to 
be  done.  Without  in  any  way  wanting  to 
justify  the  wages  paid  by  our  competitors,  I 
give  a i)i  example  of  what  we  have  to  com- 
pete against.  Last  week,  an  applicant  for 
a position  stated  that  he  was  twenty- four 
years  of  age,  first  assistant  in  one  of  the 
multiple  shops  in  the  town,  and  that  lie 
was  receiving  30s.  per  week,  the  co-opera- 
tive store  rate  being  71s. 

Interest  Charges. 

The  next  item  in  prominence  is  our 


interest  charge.  During  the  war 
interest  rates  advanced,  and  in  eomWiira 
for  the  investments  of  the  people  must1 
operative  societies  followed  ihe  iiurer  ^ 
market.  To-day  interest  rates  are  ' ^ 
lower,  and  at  the  very  least  the  war  iuCr 
should  be  discontinued.  There  should  VC',St 
need  to  pay  interest  rates  above  the  nurtw 
able  value  for  investments  in  our  sociecj 
As  an  investment,  the  business  of  the'** 
operative  societies  provides  a security  LC0f 
to  tl>?  best  commercial  concerns  in  th 
country,  and  rates  in  excess  of  the  marU 
able  value  need  not  be  paid.  All 
should  be  fully  employed,  and  a huge  ball, 
on  current  account  is  not  u 
proposition.  ' ■ "8 

The  profit  balance  on  one  society's  invM 
ments  revenue  account  that  I perused 
equal  to  a 3d.  dividend.  ' ** 

Release  idle  capital,  and  transfer  it  «],t.re 
it  can  work  and  at  least  earn  its  (harRf 
Our  present  stocks  are  costing  nearly  twice 
as  much  in  interest  as  formerly.  * 

Depreciation,  Rent,  and  Rates. 

Our  next  item  is  depreciation. 

A heavy  charge,  but  one,  in  view  of  t|„ 
benefits  accruing  by  safeguarding  our  asset* 
and  when  in  excess  by  creating  Iiidden 
reserve  funds  and  providing  working  capit.-j| 
without  interest,  should  be  considered 
sympathetically. 

The  last  item  of  prominence  I u ill  qwn 
upon  is  rents,  rates,  and  taxes.  These  Lave 
gone  dp  by  leaps  and  bounds,  .md  no\v  rank 
in  one  of  our  most  import. a iff  charges.  \\\ 
have  little  control  over  this  item,  -Wbait 
we  have  a redundancy  of  shops,  ami  we  an 
close  one,  rents,  rates,  and  taxes  can  It; 
saved. 

Cartage  and  transport  charges,  coupled fo 
other  repairs,  __  make  a dividend  iii- 
themselves. 

Economy  of  these  items  luav  hmM 
increased  dividend. 

My  next  article-  will' denUprincipilly  nilh 
dividends. 

Replying  to  " Twenty-one  Years 
Manager  and  Buyer,"  we  need  to  remeptet 
that  whilst  the  members  control  the  policy^ 
of  tlie  retail  societies,  they  also  at  i he  same 
time  control  tlie  policy;  of  the  CVW.S. 

"Omega”  complains  regarding-  tlie- 
chastisement;  censure,  and  dismissal  of 
managers  who  do  not  make  -divi  1 nd.  But, 
what  does  lie  suggest  should  be  (lore,' 
Sweet  reasonableness  will  licit  carry  Its  very 
far  eitlior  in  the  -board-room  cr  ir.  our qmr-- 
terly  meetings,  and  in  the- commercial  fvorld. 
it  may  end  .in  .the  bankruptcy  cuurt. 
Private  traders  measure  by  results,  liut  by 
length  of  service.  Committees  < .iiinot  nut 
eo-operative  societies  to  keep  officials.  They 
engage  officials  to  keep  co-operative  smie- 
ties,  and  if  there  is  no  profit  there  will  soon 
be  no  co-operative  societies.  Speaking 
generally,  employment  in  the  movement  is. 
more  secure  than  in  private  trade,  md 
peremptory  and  unfair  discharges  are  con? 
spicuous  bv  their  rarity. 

["  Points  for  the  Boardroom  " appear 
regularly  in  the  issue  for  the  third  Satur- 
day of  the  month.  Next  week:  " 
Counterman's  article,  “ Among  the  Em- 
ployees.”] 


MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


rCORRRSroxDKXis  ore  requested  to  writ*  In  Ink, -on 
one  side  ol  tlio  paper,  distinctly  nnd  briefly,  stating 
ago,  sox,  occupation,  end  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
“ noiDi-de-pliune  ” or  initials,  but  nlso  giving  real 
names  nnd  addresses  os  prool  of  good  loith.  No  ooute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  be  con- 
tidcred.  Address.  " The  Doctor,"  “ Co-operative  News,” 
Long  Klillgate,  Mancheator.] 

Mrs.  D.  G.  (ho  “ nom  de  plume”).— 
Your  chief-  complaint  is  almost  similar  to 
that  of  "Guilder.”  Boracic  glycerine  may 
relieve  the  "cracked”  condition  of  the 
tongue.  The  piles  and  your  nervy  " nervy- 
ness  ” may  have  to  do  with  the  condition. 
For  the  cure  of  the  pilesufln.  operation  is 
the  best  treatment.  Jim 

“ Arco.” — Const ipntioidfe1  the  chief  cause 
of  your  symptoms,  and  this  should  be  treated 
upon  the'  principle  so  often  referred  to  in 
tliis  column.  Seeing  that-  you  have  been 
able  to  give  up  smoking’  your  giving  up 
aleoliQl — which  I would  advise  you  to  do — 
should  he  iu>  great  hardship. 

• • M.  T." — Your  " case”  is  very  similar  to 
that  of  " Undecided,”  to  which  1 would  refer 
you,  to  " read,  mark,  and  inwardly  digest  ” 
my  remarks  cn  it.  Rest  in  bed,  with  tlie 
application  of  hot  fomentations,  or  a hot 
bottle,  locally,  is  the  best  treatment,  and 
with  patience  and  time.  Many  thanks  for 
your  kind  words  re  our  Medical  Replies. 

A Tumour  ("Mrs.  B.”  and  no  “ nom-de- 
plume”). — The  word  tumour  simply  means 
•'  a lump,”  which  may  he  situated  anywhere 
and  be-due  to  anything  which  is  a swelling 
— though  it  is  usually  applied  to  a growth. 
In  your  husband's  case  it  is  probably  a 
" wen,”  which  is  due  to  a collection  of 
sebaceous  matter  beneath  tlie  skin,  and  can 
only  be  removed  by  a cutting  operation, 
which  is  not  dangerous,  and  does  not  require 
anything  more  than  a local  anaesthetic. 


"Opal." — The  subject  of  goitre  I ms  liee 
often  dealt  with  in  this  column.  'llUU 
symptoms  are  largely  due  to  • • « li:> nsge  :,nj  . 
its  results  which  are  apt  to  coni imu.*,  ,n”r 
or  less,  for  some  time  after  wan  U ; "flu  \ , 
can  do  little  or -nothing  for  their  '‘‘Jj  ,■ 
the  assurance  that  they  will  gradually 
with  proper  living  and  care.  My  reply 
the-  question  in  your  P.S.  is  " 111  11 
negative.” 

"Depressed”  (second  reply)— 
thanks  fuUvour  thanks  for  my  first  r-f'-' 
As  to  your  request  for  "a  rename  be 
food  or  tonic,"  I can  only  tell  you  that1  ^ 
is  no  such  tiling  as  a special  "nerve  Mou 
The  nerves  can  only  be  fed  from  the  ttl°uu-- 
like  every  other  part  of  the  hu  iy— 
that  can  only  get  its  supply  of  ,(;r 

from  good  food  and  fresh  air— with 
exercise  and  proper  hygienic  living.  --»• . 

" nerve  tonics,”  they  tco  are,  in  0'°  ,.i 

" a delusion  and  a snare,"  acting  11  . ’ 

like  a whip  to  a liorre. 

" Undecided." — Candour ' compels 
admit  that  there  is  little  prosper* 
getting  riil  of  your  •'trouble-’  nnti;  , j 
period  of  "change”  has  passed,  nmi 
the  effect  of  the  suggested  operation  » 
only  be  temporary — as,  indeed.  I - - 
self  seen  in  many  similar  cases  I <r 

is  another  ease  of  "grinning  and  1,1,1 
of  enduring  a condition  from  win-  n tne 
no  great  likelihood  of  a " cure  " for  « 
at  any  rate;  and  my  advice  to  you  is.*  ^,Jf 
timie  the  "treatments”  indicated  m • 
letter  as  being  the  best  that  can  Me  f j 
Many  thanks  for  commendation  « . 
Medical  Column  and  for  your  expres  . j 
thanks  for  the  many  helpful  hints  re  .j|(_ 
from  what  you  describe  as  our  is 

forward  medical  replies  ” — of  winch  1 ;ter 
oile — for  after  all  a piece  of  truth  k t 
tliau  any  amount  of  soft  soap  nnu  ° 
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BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 

NOWADAYS. 


TWO  PROBLEMS. 

CO-OPERATORS  AND  THEIR  PRESS. 


m corded  growth  of  Bidcford  Society 
,a]4  makes  interesting  reading.  The 

^bershiP  i»  1914  stooc^  at  409»  for 

’ nt  year  it  is  915.  Sales  have  risen 
SlO  in  1914  to  £25,923  for  1921.  New 
^rtmcnts  have  also  been  opened,  and  the 
^ to  the  appeal  for  capital  in  connection 
^Uhe  erection  of  a new  bakery  has  been 
encouraging.  Mr.  Isaacs  (managing- 
^rtlar)')  ‘s  la,'gc,y  responsible  for  this 
'“ord-  • • • 

^ thousand  copies  of  “ The  Magic  Basket,” 
"V  fine  advertising  booklet,  were  distributed 
' (the  Bideford  jubilee.  The  booklet  has  also 
lecD  used  very  effectively  in  a campaign  at 
Hatherleigh  to  develop  co-operation,  and  it 
jijl  he  effective  in  a great  trade  campaign 
jhich  is  being  organised  by  the  St.  Austell 
Society.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

An  open-air  meeting  was  held  at  Hather- 
feh  on  Saturday,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Okebampton  Society;  the  speakers  included 
Willis  and  Mr.  Truscott  (Devon  District 
Association),  Mr.  W.  H.  Flowers  (sectional 
organiser),  and  Councillor  Media  ml  (president 
d (be  Okehampton  Society).  The  people' of 
ibis  old-world  village  were  at  first  somewhat 
diffident  about  hearing  the  good  news  of  the 
movement,  but  after  a period  became  in- 
terested. The  result  is  that  a nucleus  of  what 
*iD  eventually  become  a successful  delivery 
round  was  secured  by  the  society.  The  remote 
districts  of  the  South-West,  with  their  local 
sptem  of  barter  and-  their  natural  aloofness 
to  modem  ideas  of  any  character,  are  difficult 
ireisto  fertilise  ; but  the  policy  of  the  district 
committee  in  thus  placing  the  literature  and 
principles  of  the  movement  before  the  people 
e doubtless  the  right  one,  and  is  preparing  for 
what  must  inevitably  be  a co-operative 
France.  * * * 

The  second  week  of  the  summer  school  at 
ffbjmpstone  Hall  opened  out  with  every 
promise  of  success.  Under  the  proficient 
leadership  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Robson,  new  arrivals 
quickly  breathed  the  fraternal  atmosphere. 
The  Sunday  addresses  of  Mr.  Robson  and 
hofessor  Hall  struck  the  right  note,  and  the 
did,  practical  lectures  of  the  Professor  and 
Mbs  E.  M.  Fountain  were  distinctly  helpful. 
Altogether,  the  summer  school  at  Whympstone 
on  be  looked  upon  as  being  productive  of 
thought.  4 . 

St  Columb  Road  Society’s  new  premises  are 
tow  almost  completed,  and  a great  day  is 
Mpected  when  the  opening  ceremony  is  per- 
formed by  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  B.A. 
(chairman  of  the  sectional  board). 

A tour  in  Cornwall  has  now  been  arranged 
for  the  sectional  organiser.  This  will  take  the 
form  of  a series  of  trade  campaigns.  The 
societies  to  be  visited  include  St.  Austell,  St 
tolumb  Road,  Liskeard,  Saltash,  and  Pen- 
anCp-  It  is  expected  that  a great  stimulus 
will  be  given  to  the  societies  named  as  a result 

°1  the  campaign. 

^rastaP'e  Society  is  preparing  for  a great 
. e “rop&ign  in  November.  This  will  be 
rated  by  a confetti  fete  and  dance  in  the 
r et  ^a**-  It  is  expected  that  members  of 
Motional  and  the  district  boards  will  be 
, nt’  an<l  the  sectional  organiser  will 
fy  participate  in  the  function. 

k attcmPt  1°  develop  the  eduea- 

u*?  ac'ht<es  in  the  Bristol  area  is  to  be 
HilMi*1'*  win,er-  *n  bid®  «natter  Professor 
, ’ • -A.,  is  acting  in  conjunction  with  the 
Committees. 

■tens  of  interest. 


Bristol. — In  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report  and  balance  sheet  at  the  half-yearly 
meeting  on  Saturday,  September  9th,  Ml-.  J. 
Marks,  J.P.,  made  reference  to  the 
transactions  of  the  period  in  terms 
of  encouragement.  The  decrease  shown 
in  sales  of  £82.384,  compared  with 
the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous 
.Year,  was  entirely  accounted  for  in  the  fall 
in  selling  prices,  as  the  trade  in  bulk  showed 
an  increase  for  the  period.  The  report 
showed  that  the  capital  had  leaeirsd 
£422,634,  an  increase  on  the  year  of  £16,499. 
and  that  the  roll  of  membership  numbered 
28,424,  ail  increase  ever  the  same  period  of 
2,230.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  collective 
assuiran.ee  scheme  in  1919.  which  the  society 
was  now  operating  from  its  own  funds,  the 
claims  met  numbered  844,  amounting  in 
value  to  £5,765.  The  proposed  disposal  of 
surplus  at  the  customary  rate  was  heartily 
adopted.  The  attention  of  members  was 
called  to  the  Cooperative  Eisteddfod,  which 
wans  taking  place  in  Bristol  on  September, 
23rd,  1922,  under  tbe  auspices  of  the  Cen- 
tral Education  Committee,  and  was  dis- 
tinctly a new  fen  tuna  in  the  life  of  tbe 
movement,  with  promise  of  greater 

development. 

Bridport  (Dorset).— To  the  half-yearly 
meeting  of  this  society, . held  on  Thursday 
^evening,  last  week  (Mr.  T.  J.  Hounsell  pre- 
siding), an  excellent  report  and  balance 
sheet  tvere  presented.  These  showed  that 
the  sales  totalled  £7,929,  an  increase  on  the 
previous  half-year  of  £165,  and  that  the 
membership  had  advanced  from  856  to  879. 
The  disposable  surplus  was  £545,  and  divi- 
dends of  Is.  in  the  pound  to  members  and 
6d.  to  non-members  were  recommended,  £25 
being  placed  to  reserve,  and  a small  sum 
carried  forward.  Every  endeavour  is  lieing 
made  to  open  the  premises  purchased  some 
months  ago  as  a bakery  and  confectionery 
department  as  soon  as  possible.  Messrs. 
E.  Canterbury,  J.  Chant.  D.  G.  Hounsell, 
and  Walter  Taylor,  together  with  Mrs. 
Cadbv,  were  elected  on  the  committee,  Mrs. 
Cadby  being  the  first  woman  to  hold  such 
office  at  Bridport.  In  the  course  of  an 
address  to  the  members.  Alderman  T.  W. 
M‘Giff  (Southern  Sectional  Board),  whilst 
congratulating  them  on  their  successes 
already  achieved,  pointed  out  the  need  of 
knowledge  of  the  ideals  of  the  movement. 
He  commented  particularly  on  the  small  sale 
of  the  “ Co-operative  New  s,”  and  suggested 
that  the  education  committee  and  the 
Women’s  Guild  should  make  u special  effort 
to  raise  the  circulation,  because,  by  the 
medium  of  the  “News,”  members  would 
learn  to  know  their  own  movement  better. 

Enfield  Highway. — Mr.  John  Hood  pre- 
sided over  the  quarterly  meeting,  which  was 
held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall.  Enfield 
Highway,  on  September  6th.  There  were 
222  members  present.  Divisional  meetings 
had  been  held  previously  at  Waltham  Abbey 
and  Ware.  Tne  President  stated  that  the 
period  covered  by  the  report  bad  been  one 
of  extreme  difficulty  and  one  of  considerable 
anxiety  to  the  management  committee, 
but  notwithstanding  the  conditions  prevail- 
ing in  the  district,  the  sales  for  the  half- 
year  amounted  to  nearly  £282,000,  or  an 
average  of  nearly  £11,000  per  week.  There 
was  a decrease  in  sales  of  18.36  per  cent, 
oom pared  with  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  For  such  articles  as  sugar,  butter, 
bacon,  lard,  &c..  although  the  monetary 
value  of  the  sales  was  much  less  than  in 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  the 
quantities  sold  were  considerably  more. 
With  regard  to  the  committee’s  recom- 
mendation to  draw  upon  the  reserve  fund 
to  meet  tile  loss  on  stocks,  this  the  com- 
mittee felt  tiiey  were  justified  in  recommend- 
ing, owing  to  the  conditions  prevailing. 
Share  and  loan  capital  had  increased  very 
satisfactorily,  and  the  membership  showed 
a small  increase.  Mr.  A.  E.  Newniau 
(auditor)  said  the  society  was  well  managed 
and  in  a sound  financial  position.  The  direct 
representation  committee's  report,  “ that 
having  failed  to  arouse  sufficient  interest  to 
secure  the  support  they  were  justified  in 
expecting,  had  most  reluctantly  resolved  to 
discontinue  any  further  efforts  for  the  pre- 
sent,” was  carried.  Donations  out  of  the 
reserve  fund  included  £100  to  the  Southern 
Co-operative  Convalescent  Fund.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  further  sum  of  £100  be 
placed  at  the  committee’s  disposal  for  re- 
paying the  transferable  shares  of  members 
who  desire  to  withdraw  from  the  society. 
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Gillingham. — The  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  on  September  7th;  Mr.  S.  Hore,  J.P. 
(president),  being  in  the  chair.  It  was.  re- 
ported that  there  had  been  a decrease  in 
sales  in  all  departments  except  two.  The 
President  said  their  trading  accounts,  in 
common  with  other  co-operutive  societies 
and  business  undertakngs,  showed  a falling- 
off,  due,  in  some  measure,  to  the  cost  of 
living,  the  unfortunate  times  of  depression, 
and  the  disinclination  of  members  to  spend 
owing  to  the  troublous  times.  There  hud 
been  that  kind  of  experience  before,  when 
there  had  been  discharges  in  Government 
departments  and  when  officers  and  men  in 
the  services  were  on  the  move.  When  they 
compared  their  figures  with  the  official 
figures  as  to  the  cost  of  living,  there  could 
b©  no  thought  that  there  was  a backward 
wave  in  the  affairs  of  the  society;  but  things 
would  improve  as  trade  and  conditions  im- 
proved. The  sales  for  the  quarter  totalled 
£66,872,  as  against  £90,142  for  the  corre- 
sponding period. 

[Continued  at  (opt  of  next  column.] 


CONFERENCE  AT  WARMINSTER 


A conference  of  societies  in  the  Wilts, 
and  Dorset  District  was  held  in  the  Town 
Hall,  Warminster,  on  Saturday,  to  hear  Mr. 
George  Brownbill  (chairman  of  the  National 
Publishing  Society)  read  his  paper  on  “ The 
Press  and  the  People,”  specially  adapted 
with  local  statistics  as  to  tile  circulation  of 
the  co-operative  press  in  the  two  countries. 

Mr.  John  Adlarn  (chairman  of  the  execu- 
tive) presided  over  about  thirty  delegates, 
among  those  present  being  Mr.  E.  King 
fCo-orrerative  Union),  Mrs.  Archer  (Bourne-, 
mouth),  Mr.  H.  Poolmun  (chairman  of  War- 
minster Society),  and  Mr.  R.  I?.  Prynne 
(district  secretary). 

Mr.  Brownbill  showed  by  facts  and  figures 
that  the  daily  press  was  controlled  by  groups 
of  capitalists,  ami  deplored  the  apathy  of 
co-operators  towards  their  own  press,  die 
interspersed  tlie  reading  of  the  pnper  with 
remarks  on  the  most  recent  developments  in 
the  newspaper  woji’.-. ; referring  to  the 
“Daily  Chronicle,”  the  Daily  Herald,” 
“'rhe  Times,”  and  otlieis.  He  appealed  to 
co-operators  to  support  their  own  press,  and 
touched  on  the  problem  of  distribution  and 
the  need  of  the  Publishing  Society  for  more 
capital.  He  also  mentioned  the  , practical 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  a daily  paper  for 
the  movement. 

Mr.  Stirling  (Bradford)  pointed  out  that 
there  were  two  problems  concerned,  a busi- 
ness question,  and  an  educational  one.  He 
doubted  whether  it  was  possible  to  show 
good  results  on  both  sides  at  once. 

Mr.  E.  King  (Co-operative  Union)  corro- 
borated the  reader’s  facts,  and  enlarged  on 
the  question  of  distribution. 

Mrs.  Archer  (Bournemouth)  thougjit  more 
•effort  would  have  to  he  made  by  education 
departments  to  circulate  the  co-operative 
press.  The  special  business  of  bookselling 
would  have  to  be  undertaken  gopi>?r  or  later. 

Mr.  Prynne  (secretary)  regretted  that 
some  of  the  societies  had  not  sent  delegates 
to  the  conference,  which  was  their  greatest 
means  of  education. 

Mr.  Shinner  (executive)  said  that  as  at  a 
previous  conference  the  Convalescent  Fund 
had  received  its  best  advertisement,  so  now 
the  Publishing  Society  might  date  a closer 
connection  with  Wilts,  and  Dorset  from  that 
conference. 

A hearty  vot>3  of  thanks  was  given  Mr. 
Brownbill,  who  assured  the  delegates  that  lie 
appreciated  his  reception,  and  would  see 
that  the  societies  received  a special  com- 
munication from  the  Publishing  Society. 


ENFIELD  JUBILEE  TREAT 


The  Enfield  Highway  Society  concluded  its 
series  of  jubilee  treats  to  the  members’ 
children  on  Saturday,  when  the  young  folks 
of  the  Chiugford  afid  Buckhurst  • Rill  dis- 
tricts were  entertained  at  the  Birkbeck, 
Epping  Forest.  The  weather  was  favour- 
able, and  there  wap  an  attendance  of  about 
500.  Spopts  and  games  were  indulged  in, 
and  the  Punch  and  Judy  show  had  three 
sessions.  A substantial  tea  was  provided, 
and  each  child  in  addition  received  a bag  of 
sweets.  At  the  distribution  of  piizes  Mr. 
W.  G.  Price  (management  committee) 
presided,  oiqd  made  an  appropriate  speech 
on  the  benefits  of  co-operation,  and  the 
necessity  of  loyalty.  The  children  enjoyed 
themselves  thoroughly,  and  the  outing  was 
successful  in  every  way.  Thanks  are  due  to 
the  lieljjers,  who  all  gave  their  services 
ungrudgingly. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

Rochester. — There  was  a particularly 
large  attendance  at  the  quarterly  meeting, 
which  was  held  in  the  (Jo-operative  Hall, 
Strecd,  oil  September  5th.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Novthedge  presided.  The  quarterly  report 
showed  that  the  net  sales  were  £30.063,  and 
that  during  the  past  quarter  members'  share 
capital  hud  increased  by  over  £2,000,  and 
loans  by  over  £400,  these  two  claims  now 
standing  at  £55,504  and  £2,880  respectively. 
The  trading  surplus,  allowing  for  interest, 
depreciation,  reserve,  etc. , was  £1.236  3s. 
8d..  of  which  £1,169  10s.  was  recommended 
to  be  paid  out  to  members  at  a dividend  of 
lOd.  in  the  pound,  £30  as  an  education 
grant,  and  £11  2s.  6d.  as  a benevolent  fund 
grant.  The  membership  stood  nt  4.736.  A 
lengthy  and  animated  discussion  ensued  on 
n paragraph  in  the  report  dealing  with  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  I.  Girling  (an  ex-com- 
mitteeman of  the  society)  us  canvasser.  It 
was  proposed  that  the  paragraph  should  be 
referred  buck,  but  after  a long  discussion 
the  committee’s  report  was  approved,  only 
four  members  voting  for  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Walter  W.  T.  Barnett  (auditor)  said 
they  were  still  passing  through  “ extraordi- 
nary tunes,”  but  the  Rochester  Society  was 
doing  “ extremely  well.”  They  must  re- 
member that,  while  values  were  depreciat- 
ing. overhead  charges  were  not  coming 
down.  A lot  had  that  evening  been  said 
about  lovalty  to  the  society,  and  in  that  con- 
nection he  would  point  out  that  the  society 
had  that  quarter  spent  £20,194  with  the 
Wholesale  Society,  as  against  only  £4.354 
with  merchants.  That  meant  that  four- 
fifths  of  their  payments  had  gone  to  the 
C.W.S.,  hut  they  would  not  be  satisfied  until 
they  got  100  i>er  cent,  of  their  goods  from 
that  source. 
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JUPITER  PLUVIUS 

OUTWITTED. 

BERKHAMSTED  CHILDREN 
ENTERTAINED. 

In  spite  of  very  unfavourable  weather  the 
children  of  the  members  of  Berkliamuted 
Society  were  successfully  entertained  by  the 
educational  committee  of  the  Berkhamsted 
Society  a few  days  ago.  Arrangements  had 
been  made  to  march  the  children  from  the 
society’s  central  premises  to  the  Old  Castle 
Grounds  (of  historical  interest),  where  tea 
was  to  have  been  served  and  sports  and 
games  arranged  ; but  tile  weather  was  so  bad 
that  an  alternative  piogramme,  which  had 
previously  been  arranged,  was  carried  out. 
Tbe  children,  headed  by  tbe  town  band,  were 
inarched  in  procession  to  the  local  cinema 
hall,  where  a special  afternoon  matinee  was 
provided  for  their  enjoyment.  In  the  mean- 
time the  lady  helpers  had  bten  very  busy 
preparing  tea  in  tlie  Progress  Hall,  the 
society’s- well-equipped  ball  over  the  Central 
Stores,  where  more  than  500  children 
enjoyed  the  good  things  provided  for  them. 
In  this  way  the  children  were  entertained 
and  kept  in  the  dry,  much  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  parents  and  friends,  who  natur- 
ally were  very  much  concerned  .it  the 
inclement  weather.  Berkhamsted  children 
seem  unfortunate  ns  regards,  weather  condi- 
tions on  their  gain  days,  ns  for  several  years 
now  conditions  have  been  very  had,  so  much 
so  that  this  year  the  educational  committee 
had  determined  to  make  adequate  arrange- 
ments in  case  of  rain,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  day  arranged,  advised  all  the  town  of 
those  arrangements  by  means  of  the  Town 
Crier.  The  committee  feel  quite  safe  in 
registering  the  afternoon  as  a huge* success, 
and  trust  that  next  year  fortune  (in  the 
shape  of  the  weather)  will  smile  on  then- 
efforts. 


A CAMBRIDGE  WEEK-END 


In  conjunction  with  the  Southern 
Section  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  the 
Cambridge  Society's  education  department 
have  organised  a week-end  school  to  run 
from  Friday,  September  29th,  to  Sunday, 
October  1st,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall, 
Burleigh-street.  The  event  should  prove 
very  popular,  for  the  university  town  is 
full  of  interest.  In  addition  an  excellent 
series  of  lectures  is  to  be  given  by  Mr.  F. 
Bramley  (assistant  secretary  of  the  Trade 
Unions  Congress  General- Council).  His 
subjects  are  “Mutual  Aid.  the.  Law  of 
Progress,”  “ Education  and  Industrial 
Democracy,”  and  “ The  Peace  Treaty  aiid 
International  Trade.”  Mr.  Bramley  will 
also  speak  at  a public  meeting  and  concert 
on  the  Saturday  evening,  whilst  at  the 
opening  social  on  the  Friday  evening  Mr. 
R.  Hibberd  (Secretary,  Southern  Section 
of  the  Co-operative  Union),  will  give  an 
address  on  “ What  we  Need.”  The  week- 
end programme  includes  a visit  to  tlie 
colleges  and  service  at  King's  College 
Ohapel  on  Sunday  afternoon. 


- ST.  NEOTS  VISITED. 


CAMBRIDGE  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE. 


A conference  of  the  Cambridge  District 
Association  took  place  on  Saturday  at  St. 
Neots,  Mr.  W.  Resbury,  .I  P.,  presiding. 
Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (sectional  secretary)  read 
Mr.  Riddle’s  Congress  paper  oil  “The 
Financial  Position  of  the  Movement,”  and 
introduced  a discussion. 

Several  speakers  followed,  and  the  trend 
of  the  discussion  was  that  the  chief  idea 
of  the  paper — the  plea  for  collective 
capital  — could  best  be  carried  into 
actuality  by  extending  the  present  system 
of  reserve  and  depreciation  funds,  which 
would  have  tbe  same  result. 

After  the  conference  tea  was  served  in 
the  grocery  warehouse,  all  the  stock  being 
put  on  one  side,  and  in  returning  thanks 
Mr,  Hibberd  said  be  bad  been  struck  by 
the  variety  of  goods  there.  He  did  not 
know  whether  any  of  it  was  depreciated 
stock,  but  he  felt  sure  that  after  that  day 
it  would  be  appreciated. 

Responding,  the  Chairman  said  that  it 
was  quite  natural  they  (should  have  n 
great  variety  of  stock  since  they  had  a 
Stocker  (the  manager)  to  look  after  it! 


C.W.S.  AUTUMN  SHOW. 


There  was  a very  huge  attendance  at 
the  autumn  drapery  and  millinery  sales  at 
the  C.W.S.  depot  in  Lemnn-street  on 
Tuesday,  and  an  exceptionally  brilliant 
display  of  autumn  and  winter  hats  was 
made  for  the  occasion  all  the  goods 
coming  from  the  Bristol  factory.  Tlie 
“Co-operative  News”  correspondent  found 
that  in  regard  to  colours,  shade*  from 
burnt  orange  to  nigger  brown,  including 
new  pheasant  and  Havana,  were  very 
popular,  and  so  also  were  the  grey  and 
new  American  beauty — a sort  of  cerise 
tint.  The  models  were  tastefully  arranged 
in  cases  decorated  with  flowers  rtf  suitable 
shades,  and  attracted  a great  deal  of 
attention.  Hats,  by  tbe  way,  are  t<»  bo  on 
the  large  size  this  season.  A new  millinery 
factory,  which  will  be  a great  , advantage 
to  buyers,  is  to  be  opened  in  Great  l’res- 
eott-street  in  about  a month’s  time. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communicalions  intended  for  these  Pages  should  bo 
addressed  to  the  Editor  o*  the  "Women's  Pages," 
"Co-operative  News"  Cilice,  Long  Millgale, 
Manchester. 


OUR  SCOTTISH  SISTERS. 

THEIR  CLAIM  TO  FREEDOM. 

The  Scottish  Women’s  Co-operative 
Guild — or,  at  any  rate,  those  branches 
which  are  attached  to  the  St.  Cuthbert’s 
Society — are  just  now  experiencing 
crisis  similar  to  that  passed  through  by 
the  English  Guild  a few  years  ago. 

It  would  seem  that  the  society,  in 
considering  the  grants  usually  made  to 
the  branches,  desired  to  attach  some 
conditions  to  the  money,  which  the 
women  are  unable  to  accept.  Conse 
quently,  the  grant  is  for  the  moment 
withheld. 

The  question  of  the  kind  of  control 
desired  is  of  less  importance  to  us  on  this 
side  of  the  border  than  is  the  fact  that 
our  Scottish  sisters  are  facing  the  situa- 
tion with  much  the  same  steady  self- 
reliance  as  did  the  English  Guild  in  their 
famous  struggle  with  the  Co-operative 
Union  for  the  right  of  self-government. 

They  are  determined  to  let  the  move- 
ment see  that  the  withdrawal  of  financial 
support  cannot  weaken  their  faith  in 
co-operation  or  their  determination  to 
carry  on  the  great  work  they  have  under- 
taken. They  are  determined  to  show, 
as  Mrs.  M'Nair  (the  president  of  the 
Scottish  Guild)  has  said,  and  referred  to 
in  another  column,  that  “ they  are 
able  to  support  themselves  in  a crisis. 

A further  reading  of  this  report  brings 
^ out  another  point,  viz.,  that  in  many 
Scottish  societies,  as  in  many  English 
ones,  the  financial  pressure  of  the 
times  has  brought  down,  or  in  some 
cases  extinguished,  the  funds  of  educa- 
tional committees,  and  grants  to  guild 
branches  have  consequently  diminished, 
or  vanished  altogether,  for  the  time 
being.  In  such  cases  the  guilds  have 
rallied  nobly,  and  in  some  instances 
voiuntarily  relinquished  their  grants  till 
better  days  should  come.  Faith  and 
self-sacrifice  are  stimulated  by  these 
hardships,  and  Scottish  guilds,  we  are 
glad  to  note,  are  “ carrying  on  ” in  the 
most  wonderful  way  striving  to  win 
back  to  success. 

This  whole-hearted  enthusiasm  is, 
however,  upheld  by  the  knowledge  that 
they  are  working  hand  in  hand  with  the 
general  and  educational  committees  and 
the  general  body  of  members  to  bring 
back  prosperity  to  their  societies. 

When,  however,  grants  are  withheld 
in  order  that  one  section  of  the  members 
of  a society  may  dictate  to  the  guild,  a 
different  spirit  is  engendered,  and  the 
women  have  need  to  exercise  faith  and 
enthusiasm  in  the  face  of  .opposition. 
In  either  case  a rally  to  the  principles  of 
co-operation  is  implied,  and  we  believe 
our  Scottish  sisters  will  respond  to  the 
call  and  define  once  for  all.  the  position 
taken  up  in  free  voluntary  service  for 
the  movement. 

Co-operation,  as  we  have  so  frequently 
pointed  out  in  these  columns,  needs  all 
the  service  we  can  give  it  in  order  to 
maintain  its  traditions,  to  further  its 
objects,  and  to  increase  its  beneficent 
influence  upon  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
the  workers. 


REFORM  THE  HOME. 

IF  CO-OPERATION  IS  TO  SUCCEED. 

“Tiie  Woman  with  the  Basket”  is  the 
subject  of  many  articles  in  the  Co-operative 
Press  on  the  Continent,  and  is  also  the  sub- 
ject for  discussion  at  many  co-operative 
international  gatherings  to-da.v. 

But,  says  ” La  Cooperation  Ralgo,”  it  is 
not  a question  of  cJnljing  the  women  together 
with  the  idea  of  interesting  them  in  the 
management  of  our  societies.  Women  ought 
to  be  at  the  head  of  the  co-opiwative  move- 
ment, and  it  is  most  unfortunate  they  are 
so  far  off  from  that  position. 

Even  women  who  do  interest  themselves 
in  the  emancipation  of  their  sex  do  not 
attach  much  importance  to  co-operation 
I‘ or  the  most  part  they  look  upon 
oo-opclrntion  as  tliat  of  shop-keeping  *bnly. 
They  do  not  «ee  that  the  movement  is  a 
gi'eat  force  for  education  and  for  improving 
the  social  life  of  the  peoplo.  But  they  will 
come  to  see  it  in  this  light.  The  day  is  not 
tar  off  when  housewives  will  be  awakened 
tc  the  sense  of  the  responsibility  which  is 
tlieins  in  tli©  management  of  their  house- 
hold finances. 

,,’8  ,lon!0.  !?.  •vou  would  Iiopo  io 
transform  the  social  lifo  of  the  people. 


PRISONS:  REFORMATORIES: 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS. 

REFORM  WORK  FOR  WOMEN  MAGISTRATES. 


HOW  MIND,  BODY,  AND  SOUL  ACT  AND  REACT. 


Some  900  women  are  to-day  J.P.’s,  and 
of  these  between  seventy  and  eighty  availed 
themselves  of  the  Summer  School  for 
Women  Magistrates  at  Oxford,  arranged  by 
the  National  Union  of  Societies  for  Equal 
Citizenship. 

From  the  moment  the  school  opened  on 
August  26tli  the  students  threw  themselves 
into  the  work  of  hearing  lectures  and  talk- 
ing over  procedure  and  cases.  Five  lectures 
a day,  with  discussions 
and  adjourned  discus- 
sion,  were  the  rule. 

Among  the  students 
were  five  guildswomen — 

Mrs.  Raokham  (Cam- 
bridge, second  to  none, 
so  all  agreed,  as  lec- 
turer or  chairman), 

Mrs.  Christie,  Mrs. 

Billing©,  Mrs.  Hood, 
and  Miss  Mayo.  And 
among  the  subjects, 
prisons,  reformatories, 
and  industrial  schools 
had  a large  place.  It 
is  an  appalling  fact 
tliat  most  of  those  who 
go  to  prison  only  come 
out  worse  than  they 
went  in.  At  present, 
prisons  are  only  for 
punishment;  they  do 
not  train,  or  improve, 
or  reform. 

At  Birmingham,  the 
experiment  is  being 
made  of  having  a class 
for  needlework,  con- 
ducted by  a lady  from 
outside,  and  the  work  is  taken  to  be  finished 
in  the  cells,  an  immense  relief  and  pleasure 
during  tli©  long,  empty  hours.  Once,  when 
the  women  got  a little  upset  and  difficult, 
the  suggestion  that  they  should  work  for  a 
bazaur  for  the  unemployed  quickly  restored 
harmony,  and  articles  made  in  a few  weeks 
realised  £7.  Specimens  of  Raffia  baskets 
and  beautiful  Indian-like  embroidery,  which 
the  women  are  encouraged  to  design  them- 
selves, were  on  view. 

The  teacher  was  asked  to  take  a class  of 
boys.  She  began  rather  doubtfully  with 
twelve,  afterwards  increased  to  thirty,  who 
met  in  the  condemned  cell  because  it  was  a 
convenient  size.  On  one  occasion  this  cell 
was  required  for  its  rightful  purpose,  and 
the  class  met  at  the  end  of  a corridor.  The 
tension  and  strain  on  the  prisoners  when 
anything  of  an  unusual  nature  is  going  on 
is  terribly  great,  and  the  men  in  the  cells 
had  tli©  little  bit  of  relief  afforded  by  listen- 
ing through  the  slits  in  the  doors  to  what 
was  being  taught. 

As  the  teacher  was  leaving  one  day,  the 
gate  keeper  remarked  : “ This  class  of  yours 
is  a good  thing,  Miss;  I don't  hear  nearly 
as  much  sobbing  at  night.” 

Miss  Fry  said  if  other  trained  teachers 
would  volunteer  for  this  work,  classes  might 
be  begun  in  more  prisons. 

One  saw  more  and  more  that  prisons 
should  be  looked  upon  more  as  hospitals  for 
morals. 

Birmingham  is  making  other  experiments. 
The  magistrates  can  offer  persons  found 
guilty  a medical  examination  before  sen- 
tence is  pronounced.  The  object  is  to  try 
and  find  out  the  cause  of  the  crime,  and  it 
is  becoming  increasingly  certain  that  many 
offences  are  not  the  result  of  just  inherent 
wickedness.  One  man  of  excellent  character 
who  suddenly  stole  money  was  sent  to 
prison,  and  died  suddenly  in  a few  days' 
time,  when  it  was  discovered  he  had  an 
abscess  on  the  brain.  Another  case  was 
that  of  a yohng  man  who  had  also  been 
dishonest.  He  was  medically  examined, 
and  found  to  be  suffering  from  consumption 
m an  early  stage.  He  was  sent  to  a sana- 
torium for  a year  instead  of  a prisou,  cured 
both  bodily  and  morally,  and  is  now  doing 
well.  Mind,  body,  and  soul  act  and  react 
one  on  the  other. 

There  should  be  a great  extension  of  the 
probation  system  for  first  offenders  when 
there  is  any  reasonable  chanoe  of  their  going 
straight.  On  probation,  a man,  woman,  or 
chjld  is  placed  under  a probation  officer  as 
a friend  and  guide,  and  so  spared  the  brand 
of  imprisonment.  A man  sent  to  prison 
does  not  only  suffer  himself,  but  his 
wife  and  children  are  penalised.  Under 
probation  he  goes  about  his  usual  work  of 
wage  earning  under  supervision.  From  the 
very  lowest  point  of  view,  probation  saves 
the  money  of  the  taxpayer  by  reducing 


CA  UGHT! 

“ I say,  Mrs.  Jones.”  “ Yes." 
*'  Think  of  a number.”  “ Yes.” 
“ Double  it”  “Yes."  “Add  twenty. 
Got  that  ? ” “ Yes,"  “ Halve  it.” 
“ Yes."  “ Take  away  the  number  you 
first  thought  of.”  “Yes."  “ Leaves 
10,  doesn’t  it!”  “No!  It  doesn't .” 
“ It  does.  What  number  did  you 
think  of!  " 11  The  September 

nymber  of 

‘ WOMAN’S 

OUTLOOK.’ 

It's  jolly  fine ; one  of  the  best  issues 
I have  seen.  You  ought  to  read  it. 
But  there;  I will  send  you  a copy  of 
the  October  issue.  It  will  be  out 
next  week.” 


largely  the  number  of  commitments  to 
prisons  and  reformatories,  and  yet  one 
student  said  that  within  her  knowledge 
twenty-two  courts  never  put  the  Act  in  pro- 
cess, though  the  Probation  of  Offenders  Act 
dates  from  1907.  Women  prisoners  under 
remand  or  awaiting  trial  in  the  cells  should 
not  be  under  the  observation  night  and  day 
of  male  policemen,  but  should  be  in  the  care 
of  a woman  policeman;  and  taking  down 
children's  statements 
and  the  searching  of 
women’s  rooms  should 
also  be  done  by  women 
Cruelty  and  assaults 
on  children  w e r 
subjects  that  touched 
deeply  every  woman 
present,  and  children’s 
courts,  more  care  of  the 
child  in  the  ordinary 
court,  and  watchfulness 
of  the  child  afterwards 
were  earnestly  dis- 
cussed, and  in  this  work 
io  was  felt  tliat  more 
women  police  should  be 
employed. 

Space  forbids  more 
than  a mention  of 
most  able  lecture  on  the 
solicitation  laws,  of  the 
new  Bill  that  is  being 
brought  forward  with 
regard  to  maintenance 
and  separation  allow- 
ances, and  which  en- 
ables the  court  to 
grant  a maintenance 
order,  whether  the 
parties  are  living  together  or  not.  There 
was  one  brighter  not©  struck,  and  that  was 
by  Mr.  Mott  Osborne,  late  Governor  of  the 
Sing  Sing  Prison  in  America. 

In  his  lecture  of  thrilling  interest,  he  told 
us  that  before  beginning  his  work  he  felt  it 
was  necessary  to  go  to  prison  himself,  and 
this  he  did  with  the  . full  knowledge  of 
the  other  prisoners.  He  came  out  feeling 
that  if  lie  had  been  sent  for  a conviction, 
the  experience  would  only  have  succeeded  in 
making  him  an  outlaw.  He  got  to  know 
the  prisoners;  they  t-alked  a.t  their  work, 
and  the  result  was  tliat  one  who  was  doing 
twenty  years  asked  if  he  might  start  a Good 
Conduct  League.  A meeting  of  prisoners 
was  allowed,  and  Mr.  Osborne,  or  Tom 
Jones,  as  he  was  known  in  the  prison,  was 
chosen  as  chairman.  Amongst  other  sug- 
gestions, it  was  proposed  that  the  prisoners 
themselves  should  do  a great  part  of  the 
warders’  work,  such  as  patrolling  the  cor- 
ridors and  marching  prisoners  to  and  fro 
from  their  cells  to  their  work,  or  to  the 
services  and  concerts  held  on.  Sundays. 

One  night,  when  1,200  oonvicfcs  were  in 
chapel  looking  at  pictures, . the  lights  went 
out  suddenly.  This  in  a prison  is  usually  a 
most  critical  and  exciting  moment;  but  in- 
stead of  any  kind  of  panic,  one  of  the  warders 
—a  prisoner— shouted  : “ You’d  better  start 
singing,  boys,  while  I go  and  see  what’s  the 
matter.”  While  the  men  sang,  lie  went 
down,  and  found  that  a rather  serious  fire 
had  broken  out.  He  returned  with  three 
lanterns,  which  lie  hung  at  different  points. 

“ Don’t  get  scared  if  some  old  woman  calls 
out  ‘ Fire!'  because  there  is  one.  You  know 
what  the  League  is  for,  boys.” 

In  single  file,  through  darkness  and 
smoke,  and  under  their  own  escort,  over 
1 ,000  men  made  their  way  downstairs, 
through  the  corridors  and  mess  hall,  past 
an  open  door,  through  which  any  of  them 
could  have  escaped,  to  the  cells ;‘  while  the 
fire  brigade — also  prisoners — fought  the 
fire.  When  the  fire  was  cot  under,  and  the 
roll  called,  every  man  of  the  1,200  was  there 
When  Mr.  Osborne  went  to  the  Naval  Prison 
there  were  170  prisoners  and  180  warders' 
He  reduced  the  warders,  and  later  on 
though  the  population  of  the  prison  was 
raised  to  2,000,  there  wore  no  warders  at  all. 

If  men  were  willing  to  reform,  they  could 
all  reform,  he  believed. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  interest  to  know  that 
Mr.  Osborne’s  plan  of  the  League  of  Good 
Conduct  has  been  carried  out  by  eight 
different  governors. 

In  conclusion,  everyone  Interested  in 
prisons  and  their  reform  should  see  that 
Prisons  of  To-day,”  by  Hobhouse  and 
Brockway,  is  added  to  the  guild  or  society’s 
library.  

“ Woman’s  Outlook  ” for  reliable  recipes. 


The  members  of  the  Wallsend  Guild  held 
a “ vegetable  sale  ” on  the  5th  inst.,  in  aid 
of  the  Wallsend  Nursing  Association.  The 
proceeds  amounted  to  over  £3. 

A musical  afternoon,  followed  by  tea,  was 
given  by  the  Battersea  (tnd  Lavender  Hill 
Guilds  at  their  reunion  and  opening  social 
on  the  7th  inst.  Eight  shillings  raised  from 
tli©  sale  of  programmes  went  to  the  Guild 
Convalescent  Fund.  The  musical  programme 
was  lji  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Saunderson  (vice- 
president). 


A very  successful  meeting  was  recently 
held  by  the  Annfield  Plain  Guild,  when 
Mi's,  Fleetliam  (Darlington)  gave  an 
address  on  “ Co-operative  Trade,”  urging 
the  womeu  to  be  loyal  to  their  stores. 

A new  guild  branch  lias  been  opened  at 
Pelaw  and  Bill  Quay,  and  has  now  a mem- 
bership of  seventy-ouA.  Iu  Mrs.  Jukes 
(president),  A/js.  Bnice  (treasurer),  and 
Mrs.  Chapman  (oearqtary),  tho  guild  has 
three  capable  officials.  * 


FROM  OUR 


post-bag 


A > 
t 1,  c 


formed 

Hi/j 

• U'  tile  ruj 
nig  ineetiuu  V? 
Ha n nay 

?s<'‘nent 

and  there  wer*  i 
Present  Mr 
and  Mr.  Vije> 

sulenfc  and  Jj; 

far-v  of  the 


Mrs  Palmer 


Guild 
spoke 

Guild.''  The  officers  are  : — Pre’si(len»'1 
Moorby;  vice-president,  Mrs.  MerreU  ' 
tary,  Mrs.  Parker;  treasurer  Mrs 'p 
committee,  Mrs.  Bell.  Mrs.  Brice, 
Glover.  Twei.ty-e.ght 
enrolled.  11 

New  Guild  Branch  at  Mappers 

meeting  of  Nottingham  women  co^ 
tors  was  held  in  St.  Jude's  fkduwtL 
Mapper  ley,  last  week,  when,  after  addL 
trom  Mr.  H.  S7  Harding  (eduuitioDal! 
retary)  and  • Mrs.  Bayliss  (district  & 
tary),  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  f0 
a guild  in  Mapperley.  Mrs.  Thomas , 
elected  president,  and  Mrs.  fli:, 
secretary. 

There  was  a large  attendance  at  i 
weekly  meeting  of  the  Beeston  (Nottingki 
Guild  on  tlie  4th  inst.,  when  Mr.  H 
Harding  (educational  secretary,  anil 
tary,  Nottingham  Men's  Guild)  delivered 
address  on  “The  Economics  of  tbe  ( 
operative  Movement.”  Mrs.  Roberts  (a 
sident)  presided,  and  several  new  menl» 
were  enrolled. 

More  Orders  for  C.W.S.  Flour  at  l& 
caster. — On  September  1st,  the  Laoosto 
and  District  co-operative  education  eoomi 
tee  offered  three  prizes  for  competition  it 
the  Galgate  Flower  Show,  a village  (oat 
miles  from  Lancaster,  where  there  is  i 
branch  store.  The  prizes  were  for  the  bed 
loaves  of  bread  made  from  the  C.W.S.  £«r, 
and  purchased  at  the  store,  and  the  suovs- 
ful  winners  were  highly  congratulate! « 
the  bread  produced.  The  competition  b 
had  the  result  of  more  orders  for  C.W.S. 
flour  from  those  who  previously  purchial 
elsewhere. 


NOTHING  TO  BEAT  C.W.S. 

FOR  PURE  AND  UNADULTERATED 
FOOD. 


How  little  attention  is  given  to  theqo* 
tion  of  pure  food  to-day;  and  yet  tor 
necessary ! 

Not  until  some  epidemic  of  poisomii 
arrives  does  there  ever  seem  to  be  any  caw 
for  alarm. 

Of  course,  co-operators  are  always  akj 
but  do  they  know  why?  For  the  sin>F 
reason  that  the  C.W.S.  has  for  ninny  yan- 
taken  every  precaution  in  analysing  »" 
food  supplied  by  them  to  societies.  Atouf 
of  the  C.W.S.  productive  factories— jwjfl 
we  know  only  the  best  and  purest  of  mgre 
dients  are  used — there  are  analysing  defon* 
meats,  where  everything  is  tested.  * 
Pelaw  and  Silvertown  there  are  especuL 
fine  laboratories,  and  very  few  firms  take  ^ 
much  trouble  in  testing  their  flour  as 
taken  at  Silvertown. 

At  those  factories  which  do  not  posse*j^ 
analyst,  everything  is  tested  in  the  laW?' 
tory  at  the'  Wholesale’s  headquarter* 
Manchester.  The  C.W.S.  custard  po*™ 

jellies,  essences,  condiments,  and 

things  as  carbonate  of  £ada,  which  jo® 
in  your  stores,  have  all  undergone  a •* 
test,  and  if  they  were  not  thoroughly  P. 
and  unadulterated,  would  not  be  te 
across  the  counter. 

What  about  other  goods  ? you  nsk. 
again  all  risk  is  eliminated,  tor  ir0,n  , , 
firm  dealt  with  the  Wholesale  deiui'  -j 
written  guarantee  that  the  goods  0 , 
are  pure  and  labelled  in  strict  con 
with  the  terms  of  the  Food  and  . 'p  h,,# 
If  this  guarantee  is  not  forthcoming, 
the  goods  are  sent  back. 

“ Seldom  indeed  do  we  receive  any  ^ 
plaints  from  societies  regarding  tl,cytbe 
of  foodstuffs,”  said  the  niana,^crninp  tin * 


ago  there  came  a complaint  from 
to  the  effect  that  a member  ,oa”  i^Ij, 
tiling  wrong  with  our  own  carbonate  ^ 
which  she  had  been  using  f°r  *.  ._  «u 


which  she  had  been  using  for  tli 
of  scones.  A sample  of  the  car  o 
sent  to  the  biscuit  works.  t UJ1"1 
made  into  scones  according  to  , Jrbr’n,(* 
own  recipe.  After  this  test  the  ’• 
of  soda  was  found  to  lie  satisfacto 
wav.  It  was  with  some  other  s 
that  the  woman  should  have  jo  tpuf 
and  which  in  all  probability  she  ha 
chased  from  her  stores,  , c 
would  have  been  more  complaint 
by  the  society.”  nnd  *s  ^ 

foes  it  not  make  you  marvel, 

a tribute  to  tho  goods  )st-u?re  (j.W.&j 

nnarafinn  nnrl  n I lie  IO  Oj  . 


operative  societies  pqd  made  byth  . . 
that  there  is  not  one  article  p few 
only  conform  wjtli  the  terms  o 
and  Drugs  Act,  but  is  ot  , 

standard  possible? 


I SflTFM" 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


not  right  with  the  world. 


WOMEN  ON  THE  IRISH  INDUSTRIAL  BATTLEFIELD. 


„ ..  must  work  ami  women  must 
,,,,  old  wns-  But  ...  Ireland, 
tr  whilst  imin.v  wiimen  linvn  m to 
v have  to  work  also.  Whilst 
*P  "isV  men  in  Ireland  gre  engaged  in 
L ; .suit.' . of  war  women  go  on  working 
wit  flicv  'iiav.  day  by 

ftrikfiu  ''"ll  "io 
Br.preseat  teiioi  — 

Ji-nient-hns  not 
overtake*1  them.  . 

Ulnt  nbout  those  an 
Su'S  of  tlu’  terror? 
wneiit  some  hours  the 

f ,W  in  » iwr»*‘ 

ESurment  ;«■  ''“"g*1. 

Efmlnwsril  » ™n- 

Bin.  tile  ("‘Verument 
? 'but  tar  more 
j to  0>t  hottest 
5 There  »■««  .y»ui;s 
"omen  ami  oHorl.' 

„*».  single  women 
oinlv  dependent  upon 

Afir  " own  earnings, 
wiJows  trying  to  be 
ilher  and  mother  to 
yr  children,  and  mnr- 
^ women  compelled  ol 
pftfsdtv  to  add  to  the 
lousehold  income.  What 

ijtgic  histories  were  ••  tvery  man 

tftjen  beneath  the  lines 
fat  fur  roved  many  of  the  faces.  Oh,  the 
ijors  of  weary  waiting  that  such  women 
HU  in  nt-these  Employment  Exchanges, 
lbs  system  of  registration  seems  chaotic. 
Qe  girls  employed  behind  the  rough  wooden 
44$  seem  as  busy  ns  can  lx?,  aud  yet 
ffprjbody  lias  to  spend  hours  hanging 
around  to  “ sign  on  ” or  to  get  “ the  dole.” 
"Take  these  forms  home  nnl  fill  them 
in  and  bring  them  hack  to-morrow,”  we 
torf  n youthful  clerk  say  to  a middle-aged 
Spirant. 

"May  I not  fill  them  up  now?”  was  the 
kw-Toiced  request ; 11  it  is  so  difficult  te  get 
hick  again  to-morrow.” 

“So."  came  the  curt  reply,  “ you 
n't  fill  them  up  here.” 

I took  the  liberty  of  intercepting  the  sad 
looking  woman  as  she  turned  away,  every 
frature  in  her  face  showing  her  disappoint- 
ment. " Don't  you  trouble  going"  home  and 
icrning  back  to-morrow,"  I said.  ~‘‘  Here  is 
fountain  pen,  and'over  in  that  corner  you 
in  fill  up  your  form  in  a few  minutes.” 
I"  the  corner  we  repaired,  and  together 
wt  through  the  inquisitorial  queries  that 


The  competitive  system,  with  Its  policy, 
" Every  man  lor  himself." 


nre  put  to  women  who  have  regularly  and 
loyally  paid  in  their  quota  of  unemployment 
insurance  contributions  in  the  days  when 
they  were  lucky  enough  to  have  been 
employed. 

In  the  course  of  another  lmlf-hour  my 
little  friend  lmd  secured 
a ticket  and  was  told  die 
need  not  return  until 
Friday  morning.  Will 
she  get  her  dole?  I do 
not  know.  Will  she  get 
employment?  I do  not 
know.  But  what  chance 
is  there  to  'inculcate  a 
spirit  of  independence 
amongst  w o m e n who 
have  to  undergo  such 
treatment  day  after  clay 
and  week  after  week? 

It  is  not  ‘‘This  Free- 
dom ” which  some  folks 
are  deploring  as  having 
come  to  a section  of  the 
world’s  women  during 
recent  years,  it  is  not 
the  fact  that  thousands 
of  women  are  now  assert- 
ing their  lights  to  have 
a finger  in  a lie  political 
pie ; it  is  not  that  some 
of  us  have  the  courage  to 
elaihi  equality  with  men 
and  the  right  to  work 
together  as  equals  for  the  betterment  of 
humanity  as  a whole;  it  is  not  the.se  things 
that  are  ruining  the  home  life  of  the  ’com- 
mon people.  It  is  the  capitalistic  system 
on  which  industry  is  based,  bolstered  up  by 
Church  and  State,  that  is  responsible  for  (he 
miserable  homes  that  I am  certain  many  of 
those  miserable  women  at  the  Employment 
Exchanges  come  from. 

Is  “ the  dole.”  and  -such  barracks  as 
Employment  Exchanges,  where  human 'sym- 
pathy can  find  no  place,  the  best  the  present 
Government  can  do  for  working  women. 
If  so,  then  the  sooner  co-operative  method 
is  applied  to  industry  the  better;  the  sooner 
co-operators  reach  the  goal  the  lloehdale 
Pioneers  aimed  at  -and  take  over  the 
machinery  of  Government,  the  better.  A 
forenoon  in  an  Employment  Exchange  gives 
the  lie  direct  to  the  philosophy  that  " All's 
right  with  the  world.”  M.  M. 


The  secretary  of  the  York  Central.  Guild 
is  Airs.  Matthews,  30,  Lower  Eldon-streOt, 
Haxby-road,  York. 


CO  OPERATIVE  WOMEN  AT  REIGATE  PRIORY. 

MARRIED  WOMEN  IN  PAID  POSITIONS. 


WHAT  ABOUT  LADY  ASTOR  AND  OUEEN 

VICTORIA  ? 


Ion  the  fourth  time  in  the  history  of  the 
Kcigate  Guild  branch,  permission  was  given 
to  arrange  a picnic  conference  in  the  beau- 
tiful grounds  of  Reigate  Priory,  now  in  the 
lesion  of  Earl  and  Countess  Beatty, 
hie  gathering  took  place  on  ’Wednesday, 
At  week,  proceedings  starting  with  the 
nngmg  of  “ England,  Arise!”  after  which 
-knifings  (president  of  Reigate  Guild) 
©ended  the  welcome. 

" J,dditioy  to  the  usual  delegates,  there 
re  a so  present  the  chairman  (the  Rev.  W. 

two  members  of  the  Reigate 


n.’  r,l  of  Guardians,  two  members  of  the 
™en,®  Institute,  one  member  of  the 
niuSn  Education  Committee,  the  presi- 


mot  liar’s  first  duty  was  to  look  after  her  own 
children;  yet  if  confined  to  the  home,  it 
became  no  better  than  an  asylum. 

A Delegate  from  South  Norwood  instanced 
how  difficult  it  was  for  married  women  to 
obtain  paid  positions,  even  though  they  had 
invalid  husbands  and  children  dependent. 

Mrs.  Timms  (Woking)  said  present-day- 
wages  were  not  adequate. 

Mrs.  Lilly-white  (Dorking)  thought  single 
women  should  he  givert  preference  if 
capable. 

Airs.  Toon  contended  in  favour  of  married 
women  teachers,  because  of  experience. 

Airs.  Dolby'  (Surbiton)  asked  if  airs. 
Tucker  was  in  favour  of  women  police, 


THE  PRESS  AND 

WOMEN  WORKERS. 

JEALOUSY  THE  CAUSE  OF 
OPPOS1TION. 

Mrs.  Fi.kf.th  ah  (Darlington)  recently 
gave  an  address  to  the  members  uf  West 
Stanley  District  Guilds  on  " Married 
Women  and  Paid  Positions.”  The  press, 
she  said,  was  using  its  pages  to  arouse 
public  opinion  against  women  workers, 
but  guildswomen  had  always  stood  for 
equality  of  the  sexes,  and  they  could  not 
go  back  on  guild  principles.  She  knew 
how  hard  it  was  to  carry  on  during  the 
present  period,  her  own  husband  having 
only  worked  about  six  months  during  the 
past  three  years.  When  Dr.  Mai'l  Smith 
was  appointed  lady  doctor  for  St.  Pancras, 
it  was  remarked  that  it  was  a pity  she 
was  not  married,  but  when  she  got 
married  she  was  immediately  discharged, 
and  the  plea  was  that  working  women  did 
not  want  women  doctors.  Guildswomen 
must  be  true  to  themselves.  The  question 
of  married  women  • teachers  Mas  also 
touched  upon,  and  Mrs.  Fleethnm  referred 
to  the  woman  representative  on  the 
C.W.S.  and  women  members  on  local  man- 
agement committees,  and  of  the  struggle 
to  get  women  on  these  bodies.  If  women 
would  not  support  their  married  sisters  in 
industry,  they  would  have  to  advocate 
mothers'  pensions  for  married  women  with 
little  children.  Mrs.  Jolly  (president) 
agreed  with  all  the  speaker  said,  and  Airs. 
Brass  also  agreed  that  a good  deal  more 
thought  would  have  to  be  given  to  this 
subject.  Opposition  came  from  mothers 
wliose  daughters  were  training  r 
teachers. 


for 


FREE  DEVELOPMENT. 

SCOTTISH  GUILDSWOMEN 

AND  GUILD  GRANTS. 

English  guildswomen  will  be  interested 
in  the  iollowing  discussion,  which  took  place 
recently  in  connection  with  Section  IV.  of 
the  Scottish  Women’s  Guild,  when  the  ques- 
tion of  a grant  to  the  St.  Cuthbert’s  (Edin- 
burgh) branch  was  dealt  with.  Mrs.  Ander- 
son (the  president),  who  was  in  t he  chair, 
urged  the  women  not  to  accept  a grant  with 
conditions,  ns  it  was  unfair,  to  place  a pad- 
lock on  their  actions. 

Mrs.  M'Nair,  who  addressed  the  meeting 
on  '*  The  Free  Development  of  the  Guild.' 
said  the  movement  hud  been  forced  into 
politics  by  the  Government-’ fr  action  towards 
co-operation  during  the  war,  and  an 
organisation  was  formed  termed  ” non- poli- 
tical ” (which,  of  course,  was  nothing  of  the 
kind),  the  members  of  which  were  endeavour- 
ing to  get  the  women  to  withdraw  from  tho 
Central  Council  of  the  Women’s  Guild.  But 
she  urged  the  guildswomen  to  stand  to- 
gether. The  shops  would  close  down  to- 
morrow if  the  women  showed  their  resent- 
ment to  interference  with  their  movement 
by  going  on  strike.  No  self-respecting 
woman  would  tolerate  the  idea  of  conditions 
being  imposed  on  a grant  devoted  to  work 
recognised  by'  the  movement.  , 

Mrs.  Gemmed  drew  the  delegates’  atten- 
tion to  the  action  of  English  guildswomen 
when  the  Co-operative  Union  refused  to 
make  them  a grant.  The  English  guilds- 
women just  carried  on,  becaus?  they  believed 
in  the  principle.  Several  Glasgow  branches 
had  offered  to  do  without  a grant  because 
the  educational  committees  were  financially 
in  a bad  way. 


“ GOOD 
DAY, 

SIR." 

□ 

My  C.W.S. 

Reefer  Nap  Coat 

16s.  3d. 

i C.W.S. 

Man-y-War  Hat 

2s.  6d 


BOTH  FOR 


Only  Obtainable 
at 

Co-operative 

Stores. 


GiiTi*^  HL’nic  Conference  of  the  Surrey  Distric  t -of  the  Women’s 

Ul*  m the  grounds  of  Reigate  Priory,  lent  for  the  occasion  by  Earl  and 
Countess  Beatty. 

Society,  three  members  of 
Wliff  vigtive  education  committee,  and 


Vi 

,J!r*.  Too,, 
Plr-  an ' 
JP-Ober) 


president)  occupied  the 
' Mfs-  Tucker  (Sectional  Council 


lied  \y  lntroduoed  the 
h.  ■.'•onic-n 


t” 


subject  of  “Mai 
• --  Paid  Positions.”  No 
tali'  If  8a*^'  w??  asked  as  to  Lady 


1lP  a paid  position  in  Parlia- 


ahv  n'!  ?cn  *t  was  not  a paid  position 
fUrriej  *u,estl0n  raised  as  to  the  fitness  of 
t*  them  "<-',y,uul  Hie  desirability  of  olect- 
| as  Guardians,  Justices  of  the 
*°aien  , t i ,U  , councillors,,  or  even  ohar- 
'luudry  workers? 


It  M°"  witll  Two 

I.)  llSuirloJ  It 


Positions. 


"«v  STitf  i««,  tolling  two  job.. 


rei'ikler  that  wl,on  it  w,«  o 


t>i,i 

SC,  .'t  »ot  a fact  there  were 
.i''1-  and  positions  holding  two  jobs — 

rAinilf  ?,ree?  They  even  heard  that 
, fi>or.  L'hing  «,n  tho  work  of 

im  -V  ,tle  first  job  was  well  paid 

Airs  Y'1 “Pertant. 

ngton  (Catford)  thought  a 


stating,  she  would  .make  n much  better 
teacher  now  than  when  single. 

Wives  and  Husbands'  Earnings. 

Air.  Bruckley  (president.  Reigate  Society) 
thought  a nian  ought  to  earn  enough  to  keep 
bis  wife;  yet  he  could  conceive  of  a position 
where  it  would  be  a calamity  for  iv  teacher 
to  retire  on  marriage. 

Mrs.  Elliott  (Haslemere)  said  -women 
did  not  always  get  the  money. 

Mr.  Goldsnck  (Reigate)  spoke  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  married  women  taking  paid  positions 
at  a less  rate  of  payment  than  single  ones. 

Mrs.  Gander  (Aldershot)  thought  too  much 
was  made  of  education.  Children  had  no 
pliue  for  study. 

Miss  Allen  (Reigate) : Queen  Vic  tom  was 
not  asked  to  resign  on  marriage,  and  no  one 
could  nay  that  that  was  not  only  an  honour- 
able position,  but  a well-paid  one,  too. 

Mrs.  Harvey  (Redhill)  said  that  often  the 
opposition  to  married  women  in  paid  posi- 
tions was  duo  to  jealousy. 

Mrs.  Woodman  (Reigate)  considered  it  was 
not  economy  to"put  the  teaching  profession 
on  what  she  called  a “ fodder  basis.” 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


"nit 


CALENDAR. 


SEPTEMBER. 

;t  (Birmingham 

loronce  in  l.li*>  Hegeid-strect  Baptist  Set 
SjlicHi wiek , at  3-15  p-m.  Subject  tor 
mission  : " Mow.  to  Increase  Momborahip.’ 

. Midland  Section.— Shropshire  nnd  Mid -Wales 

' District  Conference,  at  Fellows’  Cafe, 
Aberystwyth,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : ••  Present -Day  DiffleuUie*  niul  Their 
Solution";  to  be  introduced  by  Councillor 
Kdwin  (!  rilfltlis  (secretary,  Shrewsbury 
Society). 

„ Educational  Secretaries'  Association  (Midland 

Section).— Conference  in  (lie  Educational 
Kootn,  Chapel-street,  Rugby,  at  3 p.m. 
Address  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co-operative 
Unfon). 

„ Men’s  Guild  (Mid-Yorkshiro  District  Council). 

—Conference  in  the  Central  Premises,  King- 
street,  Erighouse,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  ; ” The  Co-operative  / Press. 

Speaker,  Mr.  S.  Hall  (CleckhefltOn,  and 
director.  National  Publishing  Society). 

„ Northern  Section.— West  Durham  and  South 

Northumberland  District  Conference. ' at 
Leadgnto,  nt  2-30  p.oi.  Subject,  for  discus- 
sion - ” Loyal  tv  from  the  C.W.S.  Point  of 
View."  Speaker,  Mr.  Wilson  Clayton 
(director,  C.W.S.). 

, Northern  Section.— South  Northumberland  Dis- 

trict Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hull, 
Crainlington,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : Mr.  U-  Riddle's  Congress  paper. 

Speaker,  Mr.  G.  Riddle. 

, North-Western  Educational  Association.— 

Conference  in  the  Lesser  Co-operative  Hall, 
Church-street,  Lancaster,  nt  3 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  ; " The  Co-operative 

Press."  Paper  by  Mr.  W.  Gregory. 

North-Western  Section.— North  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Cooperative  Hall, 
Lanca-ster-road,  Preston,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  ;*  Mr.  G.  IliddlcV  Congress 
paper-  Speaker,  jlr.  W.  Iloggarth,  J.P. 
(Lancaster). 

Southern  Section.— Hants  District  Conference, 
at  the  Morris  Hall,  Commercial-road, 
Southampton,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  lor  ditf- 
cussiou  : “ The  Financial  Position  of  the  Co- 
operative Movement  in  Relation  to  New 
Forms  of  Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade."  Render  of  Mr.  Riddle's  Congress 
Paper,  Mr.  It.  liibberd  (secretary,  Southern 
Sectional  Board). 

, Southern  Section.— Surrey  District  Conference, 

at  the  Cb-operativfc  Hall,  Stapleton  House, 
Dorking,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  lor  discussion  : 

" Trade  and  Capital,"  Speaker,  Mr.  Pulliam 
(Southern  Sectional  Board). 

, South-Western  Section.— Devon  District  Confer- 

ence, in  file  Co-operative  flail.  Winner-street, 
Paignton,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Congress  paper.  Speaker,' 
Mr.  L.  G.  Williams  (Plymouth). 

, Women’s  Guild.— South  Yorkshire  District 

Conference,  in  the  Wesleyan  School,  ToUinll 
GrQen,  Bcighton,  near  Sheffield,  at  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : “ Ourselves  and  the 
C.W.S.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  JL  E.  Cottrell 
(C.W.S.  director). 

,'u.  Birmingham  Men’s  and  Women’s  Guilds.— 
Conference  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  High- 
street,  Birmingbam.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
•'  Current  Co-operative  and  Labour  Topics." 
Speaker,  Mr.  Roberts,  M.P. 

, Women's  Guild  (North  Metropolitan  District).— 
One  Day's  School,  to  be  held  at  Warming  ton 
House,  Tottenham.  Teacher,  Mrs.  Bird 
(Sectional  Council). 

I.  Droylsden  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society. — 
Shareholders'  Half-yearly  Meeting,  in  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  Market-street,  Droylsdeu, 
at  3-30  p.m. 

, Northern  Section- — South  Durham  District 

Conference,  at  Tudlioe  Colliery,  at  2-30  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion:  Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Con- 
gress paper. 

, North-Western  Educational  Association  (Maccles- 
field Group).— Conference  in  the  Townley- 
street  School,  Sundorland-strcet,  C’re'we,  at 
3 p.in.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ The  Place 
of  Co-operation  in  the  State."  Address  by 
Mr.  T.  Anderson  (Manchester  Co-opCrativo 
Party). 

, North-Western  Section. — Calderdale  District 

Conference,  in  the  StainlaiKl  Wesleyan 
Sunday  School,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  con- 
sideration : Mr.  Riddle's  Congress  paper;  to 
be  introduced  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Palmer  (Co- 
operative Union). 

, North-Western  Sec  t.ion. — Manchester  District 
Conference,  on  the  C.W.S.  Premises.  Balloon- 
atrect.  Munches  lor,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : “Trade.  Campaign.”  Speaker, 
Mr.  Bradsliaw  (C.W.S.  direotor). 

, North-Western  Section.— South  Yorkshire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Congregational 
Schoolroom,  Killainarsh,  at  3 p,m.  Subject 
for  consideration  : " The  Work  of  a District 
Association  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  G. 
Major. 

, Women's  Guild. — North  Lancashire  District 
Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Ahliey- 
rcud,  Pcrrow-iii-Fiiriiess,  at  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Married  Women  in 
Paid  Positions."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Russell 
(actional  secretory). 

, Women’s  Guild. — Nottingham  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  • Nctherficld, 
"at  3 -p.m.  Subject  for  • discussioii  ; "Our 
Movement  : Its  Progress  and  Our  Duties." 

Slier  mess  Society's  Educational  Department.— 
Week-end  School  at,  Sheerness.  Lecturer, 
operation  at  Home  and  Abroad." 

Professor  F.  -Hull,  M.A.  Subject : " Co- 

'•  Cambridge  Society's  Educational  Department.— 
Week-end  School,  from  September  29lli  to 
October  1-t,  in  tlic  Co-oi>ernti.vo  Hull,  Cam- 
bridge. Lecturer,  Mr.  F.  Bromley. 


WORKING  A 44 HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  II.  TONGE,  Tho  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton, 


NATIONAL  AMALGAMATED  SOCIETY  OF  FOREMEN. 

Registered  Trade  Union.  Reg.  No.  1727  T.  Affiliated 
to  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions 
Chid  Office;  VVI DNKS-KUAD,  WIpNES,  LANCASHIRE. 

To  all  Trades,  Process,  General  F. 


T 


the 


address  |),e 


HE'  Executive  Council  of  (he  above  Society  are 
I to  bold'  meetings,  mid  supply  speakers 

on  the  aims  and  objects  of 

They  are  prepared 'to  0]>en 

branwioa  for  t|ic;  benefit  of  fiitending  members  in  any 
district,  so  that  member-,  may  co, operate  locally  to 
their  own  benefit.  The  National  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Foremen  , is  a society  for  Foremen  and  Assistant 
Foreman,  1>  re  women  ond  Assistant  Forewomen,  or  all 
brunches  of  industry.  Textile  and  Non-Textile,  Metal 
Trades.  Cotton  nipt  Woollen  Trad  c*.  Cliemical  and 
Allied  Trades,  Cnri  Mirations,  Building  Trades,  and  all 
other  Trades.  All  Foremen  and  Assistant  Foremen 
are  eligible  for  admission  into  this  society  in  whatever 
trade,  price--,  or  mar.iifnclure  they  may  be  employed 

All  Information  will  be  sent  to  any  bona  fide  appli- 
cant Interested  in  above. 

Foremen,  help  yourselves  by  supporting  your  own 
society.  UNITY  IS  STRENGTH. 

road,  AVidre 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
St  ALLIED  WORKERS-The  N.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  " Readable  " Tnde  Union 
Paper  Published  fortnightly 
''on  Saturdays).  Trial  2d., 
from  L unch  a cretaries,  or  3d.  , 
post  ho:  from  Central  Ortict— 

’ Oakley,"  Wilmslow  Road. 
Fallow  field,  Manciieslrr. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


A FIRST-CLASS  FISH  and  POULTRY  SALES.MAN 
Wanted,  with  a knowledge  of  fruit  amt  vegetable 
trade;  will  be  undor  utriol  mipcrvision. — Applications, 
stating  nge,  wage  required,  experience,  ami  references, 
to  be  sent  to  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Rushden, 
Northaiits,  rot  later  than  Monday,  September^  18th. 

BOOT  TRADE.— MALE  FIRST  ASSISTANT  Wanted; 

over  21  years;  good  trade  experience  essential; 
good  opening;  trade  union  wdges. — State  full  particu- 
lars by  letter.  Boots  Departiiiant,  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  Cairo-street,  Warrington. 


Butchering  .manager,— wanted,  smart  man  t.. 

take  charge  of  Butchering  Department;  must  be 
a capable  buyer;  annual  Sales ’over  £16,000. — Apply, 
stating  nge.  wage,  experience,  and  giving  references, 
to  arrive  not  later  Ilian  Monday  morning  next,  Sep- 
tember 18lli,  Co-openative  Society  Limited,  Great  Har- 
wood, r.oar  Blackburn. 


BUTCHERY.— DEPARTMENTAL  MANAGER  Re- 
quired to  take  full  control  of  business  with 
annual  trade  of  £66,000  and  13  branch  shops;  must  lie 
first-class  buyer  and  organiser.— Written  applications 
invited,  staling  age,  experience,  relerences,  and,  salary 
required,  to  Burton-on-Trent  Co-operative  Society  Lt<l., 
Byrkley -street,  Burton-on-Trent,  to  be  in  by  September 
23rd. 


BUTCHERY.— Wanted,  smart  MAN  as  BRANCH 
MANAGER;  must  be  a good  salesman  and  able 
to  cut  up  well,  must  also  be  accustomed  to  killing, 
if  necessary;  full  trade,  union  wages  paid. — Applica- 
tions in  own  handwriting  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
15,  Cairo-street,  Warrington,  endorsed  “ Butcher.” 


BUTCHER. — Wanted,  experienced  JOURNEYMAN; 

not  under  25;  able  to  take*cliurg>  in,  manager's 
absence;  good  opening  for  steady,  reliable  man. — 
Apply,  Cardiff  Co-operative  Society  Limited.  69,  Albany- 

road,  Cardiff. 

LECK II  EATON  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE 

SOCIETY  LIMITED.— Wanted,  MANAGER  and 
BUYER  fur  Hie  Drapery  Department;  must  be  a good 
buyer  and  have  a thorough  knowledge  of  Hie  trade.— 
Applications  lo  be  made  by  letter,  staling  oge  and 
experience,  enclosing  two  recent  references  (which  will 
not  be  returned),  to  be  received  not  luter  than  Monday 
morn  i r.g,  Sept  ember  18tli. 


Drapery-head  saleswoman  or  gentle- 
man, wit'll  experience  in  the  movement  ; must  be 
good  stockkee|>er  and  window-dresser;  -thoroughly  ex- 
perienced; N.U.D.A.W.  scale  wages  paid;  good  oppor- 
tunity to  increase  trade. — Applications,  accompanied 
by  recent  testimonials,  lo  be  forwarded  bv  September 
22nd,  to  W.  Jrn'KIKS,  Secretary,  Co-operative  Sociotv, 
Newtown,  Mid-Wales. 


HEAD-BAKER  Required  by  Haywards  Heath 
(Sussex)  Co-operative  Society;  ubout  40  sacks 
Weekly.— Applications,  stating  references  and  wages 
required,  to  Secretory,  Ctr-ope native  Sonic  t v . 


HEAD-MILLINER  Required  to  take  charge  of  work- 
room; must  be  smart  ami  stylish,  aruFTte  tho- 
roughly  qualified  in  every  detail.— Apply  by  letter 
only,  slating  age,  wages,  experience,  and  references, 
to  the  Drapery  Manager,  Brightside  and  Carbrook  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Kirkbridge-rond,  Sheffield. 


MALE  ASSISTANT  Wanted  for  Outfitting  ar.d 
Boots.— State  nge,  wages,  reference,  Co-operative 
Society.  Andover. 


REQUIRED,  immediately,  smart,  capable  MANAGER 
for  Grocery  Branch;  good  stix-kkecpcr  and  strict 
disciplinarian;  trade  about  £240;  could  be  doubled.— 
Apply,  enclosing  references,  Ac.,  to  Co-operative 
Society,  Magpie  llnll-reud,  Chatham. 


SM 


roughly  alive  ond  up-to-date. — Apply,  slating  experi- 
ence and  wage  required,  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
31,  High -street,  Ylewsley.  Middlesex. 


HE  Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  Limited 
would  be  pleased  to  receive  applications  for  posi- 
tion as  .MANAGERESS  for  their  Restaurant. — Applicants 
are  required  to  state  age,  qualification*,  and  salary 
required  to  the  Secretary,  not  later  than  Sept.  21m  . 

THE  Bletchicy  Co-operative  Society  wish  to  tlinnk 
all  applicants  for  the  position  recently  adver- 
tised, and  beg  to  state  that  an  appointment  lias  been 
made. 


THE  Committee  of  the  Weston •supe.riMn re  Society 
d&dre  lo  thank  all  applicants  for  the  jiositioii 
advertised,  and  to  state  that  an  appointment  -has  been 
made. 

WANTED,  a first-class  T A I LOR ' S~ClfTT  E R~to"  take 
full  charge  of  Tailoring,  Roady-mndes,  and 
Gents'  Outfit t iug  Department;  wages  N.U.C.O.  scale.— 
Applications,  Mating  age  and  experience,  with  two 
copies  of  recent  testimonials,  will  be  received  up  lo 
Friday,  Septomber  22nd,  the  Workington  District  In-, 
dustrinl  and  Provident  Society  Limited,  Jane-street, 
Workington. 

WANTED  at  once,  n smart  ASSISTANT  for  Oiit- 
fit.ting  and  Boots;  must  be  uocurnte  at. bespoke. 
—State  age,  wages  required,  Co-operative  Society,  Alma- 
iswd,  Windsor. 


\X7-ANTE1),  a MANAGER  and  BUYER  for  Gents' 
t V Outfitting  Department,  under  supervision  of 
general  manager.— Applications,  staling  age,  Ac-,  with 
two  references,  to  be  sent  to  the  Ccfn  ami  District 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd„  High-street,  Rhcsymcdre, 
ltuab  ii,  not  luter  than  Tuesday,  September  19th. 
-\\7\ANTED.  a MANAGER  and  BUYER  for  Drapery' 
▼ 7 Rcndy-mude.s  and  Besi>oke  Clothing,  and  Boots 
and  Shoes;  3 shops. — Apply  not  later  than  September 
lOlli,  stating  experience,  age,  and  give  2 references, 
to  tlie  Codnor  Park  nnd  Ironville  Co-operative  Seciety 
Limited;  Ironville.  Notts.  

WJ  ANTED,  BUYER  and  M A NAG  Kit  for  Drapery 
11  Department;  good  class  trade;  shops  over 
South  London;  trade  last  year  £95,000. — Apply,  slating 
age,  qualifications,  details  of  experience,  salary  re- 
quired,, enclosing"  copies  of  balance  sheets  for  the  past 
twelve  months'  trailing,  not  later  than  the  22nd  inst. 
None  but  first-class  man  need  apply.  Applications  to 
be  addressed  to  the  Manager,  Royal  Arsenal  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Ltd.,  Powis-stxect,  Woolwich,  ^ endorsed 
Drapery  Buyer. " 


WA 


) 21; 


"VT'OUNG  MAN  Wanted,  aged  21  or  22:  experienced 
K in  Gents'  Outfitting,  and  capable  of  developing 
the  trade;  preference  given  to  one  with  slight  know- 
ledge ol  hoot  trade. — State  experience,  age,  and  wage 
required  to  General  Manager,  Park  stone  anil  Bourne- 
mouth Co-operative  Society  Ltd,,  Longfleet  House, 
Poole,  Dorsal. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS,  PACKERS,  ond  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiting  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  lor  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  TuhneR,  GererU  Secretory,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  amt  Glerks, 
DiMi-  House.  M.ilet  ftr'-.'l.  Li.ndnn.  \V  C 1. 
BJArlERS.—  SPCiefl  < in  any  port  Of  England  Or 
X ..  ■"  Vales  requiring  Cperativo  Bakers  of  any  grade 
oro  requested  to  onj.iy  ra  W.  Banpirlu,  General  Secro- 
lary,  Amclgnm-.i  d Ui.ion  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Con- 
fectioner;, 07,  i.  -.,.y  reel,  London,  S.W. 


BAKERY  MANAGER  ».<ekH  a CHANGE;  thoroughly 
experienced  in  ull  branohe*  of  the  I rode;  a house 
wanted  if  a .successful  applicant. — Box  38,  " Co-opera- 

tiv<*  News,"  Manchester.  

AKER  and  CONFECTIONER  seek*  SITUATION; 
well  up  all  round;  single;  aged  38;  highest  refer- 
- — Box  47,  " Co-operative  News,"  Mancliester. 


B 


BAKERY  FOREMAN  (36;.  well  up  all  bread,  cakes, 
and  smalls,  seeks  SITUATION;  13  years'  co- 
operative experience;  bronze  medallist,  J921-,  liiglie.st 
references;  Southern  So-tion  preferred. — Box  43,  " Co- 
operative  News,"  MonbhCsIer. 

BUTCHER— YOUNG  W,  aged  32^  desire* 
CHANGE;  16  years’  experience,  botli  English 
and  im port i»l ; callable  of  managing ; clean  cutter; 
married;  total  abstainer. — Box  44,  " Oo-op?rntive 

New*.”  Manchester. 


COACH  01*1  MOTOR  BODY-MAKER,  with  26  years' 
experience  in  all  kinds  ot  bodies,  private  and 
commercial;  ab!e-to  put  up  drawings,  also  w»rk  from 
scale  drawings;  well  up  in  repairs;  could  take  dmrge 
of  body  shop. — Box  45,  " Co-operative  New*,"  M/c. 

IIXI'EUIENCED  3IANAGER  ond  BUYEirdesires  En‘- 
J gngement  as  GROCERY  or  GENERAL  MANAGER; 
holder  of  Oo-iporntive  Union  Certificates  “General 
Manager,"  with  distinction,  Ac.;  16  years’  practical 
expericni'e  as  general  manager;  highest  creilentials. — 
Box  42,  " Co-op-rat ivn  News,"  MaixHiester. 

I 73 ARM  BAILIFF  desires  ENGAGEMENT;  thoroughly 
. experienced  in-  light  ami  heavy  land,  breeding 
and  rearing  of  stock,  buying  ond  selling;  co-operative 
experience;  milk  recording,  up-to-date  methods.—"  F. 
T.,"  " Clcnmoor,"  Proilwic-li,  Worcestershire. 


SECRETARY  ami  ACCOUNTANT,  experienced  J11  c<>- 
operative  societies’  nccminks,  desires  PART-TIME 
APPOINTMENT,  or  would  assist  societies  at  quarter- 
ends ; Rochdale  district.— Apply,  Box  46,  " Co-opera- 
live  News,”  Mnnchcx'-r. 


APARTMENTS. 


DOUGLAS.—"  Claremont,”  Loch  Promenade;  Pri. 

Hotel  and  Boarding  Estab. ; close  Pier,  G.P.O.. 
Amusements;  tel.  " Claremont,"  Douglas. — Tariff  from 
C-  N.  Chadwick.  Proprietor. 


ED 


SCARBOROUGH— NORTH  CLIFF.— TlND*!.L's  Board- 
5 ing  House,  3,  Blonheim-terrace.  Uninterrupted 
o view.  Liberal  cuisine. 


FNTERTAINERS. 


C1ROSLAND  MOOR  UNITED  HANDBELL  RINGERS. 

' Op°n  for  engagements. — Terms,  ‘ apply,  T.  Gart- 
IAXD,  10.  Ohni>et-lerrat'P,  C'roslund  Moor,  Huddersfield. 


‘ An  Actress  of  Rare  Ability  and  Charm." — 
Stage." 

MARGARET  MURCH, 


Leeds  Co-operative  Society,  November  25th.  South 
Wales,  December.  London  in  January.  Wanted,  dates 
these  districts  — Higher  Brooks-lune,  Street.  Somerset. 
OUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  It.  Himierii,  66.  Great  Prescott-street,  London.  E.l. 


A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

■«7|7ILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMICS."— Entire 
T T New  Programme.  All  the  Latest  Songs.  Abso- 
lutely Refined  - Thanks  to  Beswick  Co-op.  foe,  double 
booking,  Waikdcn  Co-op.  for  annual  festival.  Terms 
mod.  Distance  no  object.— 15,  Warwick -street,  Huhne, 
ifancliester.  Tel.  1163  Central. 


EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES— NOTE. 

M.  BARITZ, 


No  speaker  or  concert  party  needej ; the  success  of 
last  season.  All  Records  in  Enjliih. 

Terms,  Sc..  C.IO.  CONCERT  DEPT..  Ma.i*aUr. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Almanacs,  1923.— societies  issuing  chromo 

ALMANACS  are  invited  to  send  particuJiirs  of 
their  requirements  to  the  CO-OPERATIVE  PRINTING 
SOCIETY  LTD.,  New  Mount-street,  -Manchester. 

CO  OPERATIVE  ' BOOKKEEPING. — CORRESPOND" 
ENCE  CLASSES,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Stages;  Expert  Tuition;  enrol  now  and  ensure  success 
at  examinations;  send  stamp  for  prospectus. — G. 
WILLIAMSON,  A.L.A.A.,  Certified  Accountant,  12,  North 
Saint  Andrew-strect,-  Edinburgh. 


I) 


CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize.  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operalive  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd,.  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

FOR  SALE.  SEMI-DETACHED  RESIDENCE  at 
Blackpool;  convenient  for  Waterloo-roud  Station; 
immediate  possession;  contains  3 bedrooms,  bathroom, 
sop.  vac.  ; price  £1,050.— Apply,  first  instance,  Box 
41.  " Co-operative  Nows*"  Manchester. 

1J3REE. — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  of  your  name  and 
. address;  also  particulars  of  money-making  spare 
time  agency.— E.  RicnrORD,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 


THOS.  LISTER  &Coi 

Valve  Makers,  ' 
Hydraulic  & Refrigerating  Eng| 
Perseverance  Works,  BRI^q^ 


Makers  of  High-class  Boiler  Moun» 

Engine  Fitting,.  nt,n<U 

All  Types  of  Valves  for  High  a 
and  Superheated  Steam 


MECHANICAL  REFRIGERATION 

Temperature  is  always  under  easy  controLn 
maintained  above  or  below  freezlnc  doim 
Cooling  Potvjr  cau  always  b;  araibblt 

Hydraulic 
Presses, 

Intensifiers, 

Hydraulic  Valves 
and  Fittings. 

Contractors  lo 
Admiralty 
and 

War  Office. 

T«li[hjnc:  SI,  Brighousr.  Tolegrams  " Lister,  Brilkos' 
Cole:  A.B.C.  5th  Edition. 
Manchester  Royal  Exchange,  Pillar  12  B. 


FOR  SALE.  BAKER'S  VANS,  2 and  4 wh**n. 

ready  for  the  road.  Also  B1HX  HKRY  HAWS 
VAN  on  " Ford  " chassis, — Apply,  t Ii-  L*icol«  * 
riage  Builders  and  Wheelwright-.  Limited,  link*- 


FOR  SALE,  " Ford  " DELIVERY  VAN;  jail 
hauled;  nmv  be  seen  any  lime.  Fw  SAU, 
(:HESTNIT  MAHii;  good  vanner.—  Co-openlire Sri 
Newport  Pngnoll. 

HOW  to  cut  PAPER  LETTERS  ami  FH1UBB 
making  attractive  window  display* ; jMltma * 
method,  2s.  complete,  ixwt  free.— " l’riuto"  (INV- 
27,  Clarendon-road,  BlAckpool. 


H 


OMR  BREWING. 


One  6d.  packet  of  Miller's  Mall  and  Hof* 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEER  at  a toUl  ' 
about  10d.,  and  entails  no  more  trouble  tbM  t'-f 
l>ojatoes  for  dinner.  ^ 

Why  then  pay  the  high  prices  charged  la 
houses?  Sold  by  Co-operative  Societies,  (^n' 
Ask  for  it  and  TRY  it.  A boon  in  these  MW 
Solo  Proprietors  : 

THE  MILLER  MANUFACTURING  ™.'„ 
KING-STREET,  STRETFORD.  MANCHpW^ 

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  lo  Ued* 

at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  accr-j 
Restaurant. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  m**® 

TURING  SOCIETY  LIMITED 
Makers  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FAhClwv 
Alao  LININGS  ond  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  T'  r- 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  applieallw1 
Addr  :,  FOLTON  STRKET.  BltADFORU,  YORK!  T«L 


I cfpar&ling 
ant) 

i £)e/('ciou4  

! When  Ordering  Syrup,  please  say  “ WESTBURN. 


gKi'TKMCKn,  16,  1922. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY! 


HoYIS 


is  better  than  alt  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baher  Bakes  it. 


If  y»i 

»»nt 


i 


OLID 

TYLISH 

ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEROPE 


iddiets:  SPEROPE  BOOT 
LTD.,  BARWELL,  nci 


MANUFACTURERS 
r HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THF.  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  “LARIAT''  Boot  and  Shoe 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 

Registered  Office  17,  Middle  Hili/mte,  Stockpost  . 


CHESTER.  ™ id  the  boiutfful  Deo. 

Parties  not  exceeding  90  catercJ  for  Luncheon i 
— ■ and  Teas  at  the 


CO-OPERATIVE  CAFE,  84,  FOBEGATo  ST. 

Termi  on  application. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO  OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10,  ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Mosb  Up-to-fiato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  “ Ecclc3,"  “Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 
Brauches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


10(1611  DIVIDERS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

Telegrams : 

riOUECRS.  PETERBOROUGH, 

Head  Office:  K1NCSWAY  HOUSE,  KINCSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  foe 

David  Thomsen  Ltd.,  Edinhurih. 


“oddqdos  — tS/je  Reliable  Jiome  3)yes.  — 

: DRUMMER 


i DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

I Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEINQg 

I BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLf§N. 

' ■ ■ Makers  of  Edges'  "3>oUy  SBlue"  <§•  "Slolly  Sream." 


A CONFECTIONERY  RACK. 


- Complete 

£11  1 0s. 


T.  H.  TANGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 


w 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well -known 
CO-OPERATIYK 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 
and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


U 


Ox  ideal 


5 J 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnle'y. 

Makers  of  Oi'orJ  Shirtings,  Graalriilis,  Flaaftil:tt:, 
Silesias,  Linenetles,  Lustres.  & Silkcte.-a  Liningi ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Office  6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington ; 10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowuxci.  Clock  Gji,t>.  CaoQOKf. 

Billiaii os.  Naa:  to  Kenyon  Golf  I/in'xs. 

For  particulars  apply 

M1s3  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culchobh  Hall. 

Newohucch,  Near  Warrington, 
opor.'itiva  Sooioty, 
phone  321  Leigh. 


Your  Store  stocks 

INTEGRITY 


BRAND 

Ladies’  and  Gents’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 

Give  up  weiring  ill-fitting 
and  uneem  ortable  Hosiery 

and  Underwear,  i — 

We  can  fit  you  perfectly. 

Our  Business  is  slill 
growing  became  tht 
goods  u>e  pit  ’ 
acknowledged 

THE  nr 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  are  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 


manufacture  by 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsdon. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  S’ 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  B’“d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leak,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machino  use.  Boot-Closing 
Twist,  Tailors'  Bntton-Hole  Twl9t,  Sec.  Bindings 
Boob  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  Other  Trlrnmiugs 
Agents  : Th:  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 


Makers  of  tho 


Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
- Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Tends  Union  Stamp. 


Leicester. 
Branch  Warehoass  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester  __ 


Thomson’s  cKSlf  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhousc  M 11s,  HUDDE8SFIELD. 

Sole  Agents:  The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 

” PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  bad  at  CO-OPZRATIVE  STORS3  ONLY. 


The  C.W.S. 

Sports  Dept. 


CAN  HELP  EVERY 
DISTRIBUTIVE  SOCIETY 
LIKE  OUR  OWN 
TO  BECOME 


The  Sports 
Supply  Centre 


ASK  FOR  SPORTS  REQUISITES  AT  YOUR  STORE 


The  delights  of  the  country  can 
be  seen  from  the  road,  either  on  a 

FEDERATION 
Pedal  Machine 

FEDERATION 
Motor  Cycle. 

tel  I o go  outside  th:  Movement. 


by  the  supply  of 

BASSES  of  FISH 

(?s.  or  3* ) 

sent  direct  from  its  own  fish  stations 

MANX  KIPPERS 

cured  at  Fleetwood,  constitute  a 
real  delight. 


, A, 

°"i4$  N/  f 

r °'C0  0<f 

A'«A'r. 


According  to  a new  book  by  Professor  Morgan  Rees,  of 
the  University  of  Aberystwyth,  “ retail  co-operative 
societies  buy  their  Soap  from  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society,  and  their  prices  were  lower  than  those  of  the 
Combine  by  from  £2  10s.  to  £26  per  ton  for  best 
household  Soap.”  Members  should  look  about  for 
C.W.S.  SOAPS — and  ask  for  them  this  week,  and 
next,  and  next  again,  and  again  always. 


Skptrmbf.h 


■n  16.  ICJJj 


NOTHING  LIKE 


COSO  COCOA 

A REAL  FOOD-BEVERAGE. 


C.W.S.  Shredded  Suet, 
puts  B R Lnto 

linLi  u tfac  Pudding, 


('  W & G0LI)  FLAKE  CuMf.u 
, * **  are  the  Cigarettes^®  Sj 

for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  the  l.J 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gobi  Flake.  *** 

PORTABLE  GARAci 


and  other  Wooden  Structures 

made  at  the 

C.W.S.  SAW  MILLS, 

VERE  STREET,  SALFORD. 

INQUIRIES  INVITED. 


STICKS— TIS  GLUE 

A Special  Soluble  Glue  which  dUsolvss  tetdily  in  hot 
'voter — no  flccping  required — is  prepared  at  the  C.WS. 
Glue  Works,  Pontefract. 


Sold  in  Small  Cakes  a 


l Co-operative  Stohs 


“ The 

MAGIC 

BASKET.” 

The  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  118,  Corporate 
Street,  Manchester,  has  prepared  a 

Beautifully  Illustrated  Pamphlet 
to  help  societies  in  pushing  out  for  more  trade. 


SECRETARIES  OF  GUILDS.  COUNCIL'.  AND  COM- 
MITTEES ore  invited  to  opply  now  for  copio  hr 
free  distrioution — sending  particulnri  ol  thr  nmAa 
they  cin  uielully  distribute  amun.  thru  m (' 
hours  and  (riends. 

Get  Eusy  in  Getting  More  Trade 


- C.W.S. 
Soaps 
are 

obtainable 

at 

Co-operative 

Stores 

only. 


are  gad? 


in  using  the  toilet  soaps 
made  foryou  in  your  own 
works  and  distributed  by 
your  store.  Made  from 
the  purest  materials  ob- 
tainable, these  soaps  will 
not  injure  the  skin  in  any 
way.  They  are  most 
deliciously  scented  and 
pleasant  to  use. 


JTender 


and  For  young  children  there  are  no 
finer  or  better  qualities  made  than 

C.W.S  Cold  Cream 
Medicated  Skin  Soaps 


L 


d Com  for  fade  j6ftaue 

The  first  essential  is  a good  soap 
with  a nice  creamy,  lasting  lather. 
This  is  assured  if  you  use 

C.W.S 

Shaving  Soap 
1 
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rjj j;  BEST  NEWS  IS  THE  “CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS.” 

V, 

broma 

COCOA 

i,  0 CAV.S.  COCOA. 

Try  it — or 


No.  2,678.  No.  178.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  September  23,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  a3  a Newspaper. 


PRIZES 

Won  by  the  Produce  of 
C.W.  S.  Seeds. 

T,,,  Horticultural  Department  of  the 
c w S has  received  several  letters  from  ex- 

local  flower  shmvs  KJMjg™* 

successes  with  products  gro'vn  Inmi  C AN  .b. 
‘|v  supplied  from  the  Seed  lrial  (..-rounds 
at  Osiuaston  Park-road,  Derby. 

Mr  1 Crowdv  (of  the  Rugby  Society) 
pained-  four  firsUs,  two  seconds,  and  two  third 
prizes'  with  nine  entries,  at  their  local 
flower  show. 

The  <up  won  by  a Leicester  manager  (also 
a medal  for  taking  the  most  prize  money) 
..... N awarded  by  the  Royal  Horticultural 
Socielv,  and  has  been  on  view  at  the  stores 
of  the  Leicester  Society.  TacCJ*P'^?1 

way  of  interesting  members  m ( A\  .S.  seeds 
and  fertilisers. 

Mr  James  Gee  (a  grocery  manager  of  the 
W-dkdeft  Society)  has  been  awarded the  pre- 
mier prize  of  the  district  for  his  allotment. 
177  allotments  were  included  m the  com- 
petition. and  the  contest  was  very  keen. 
Mr  Ck  ' was  the  only  allotment  holder  who 
used  CAV.S.  seeds  for  everything  grown  this 
year,  and  his  success  will  doubtless  have  its 
effect  on  the  -sales  of  CAV.S-  seeds  m that 
district  next  season. 


C.W.  S.  TIMBER 

department, 

Langworthy  Saw  Mills, 

Vere  Street,  SALFORD 


PORTABLE  BUILDINGS  OF 
ANY  DESCRIPTION. 

Garages,  Tool  Sheds,  Summer  Houses, 
Cycle  Sheds,  Hencoats,  &c. 

Made  in  Sections  for  easy  erection. 

Soundly  constructed  from  Best  Material,  at 
competitive  prices. 

Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List,  Post  Free. 


Wireless  and  Broadcasting 

ore  the  topics  ol  ihc  day. 


The  Ca  la  Sa 


BROADCASTED 

by  the  excellence  ol  its 

Industrial  LIFE  ASSURANCE 
Contracts. 


VcRIFV  the  claim  of  : 

“ UNRIVALLED  BENEFITS** 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE- 


INSURANCE  SOCIETY  Ltd., 

109,  Corporation  St.,  Manchester, 

59,  Morrison  St.,  GLASGOW. 

District  Offices  in  nil  ihe  Principal  Towns. 
Agents  throughout  ihc  Country. 


SIR  THOMAS  BRODRICK’S  JUBILEE. 

HIGH  TRIBUTES  FROM  COLLEAGUES  PAST  AND  PRESENT. 


THE  VIRTUE  OF  THE  HUMAN  TOUCH. 


A quiet,  serious  youth  entered  on  service 
in  the  North  of  England  Co- operative 
Wholesale  Society  on  June  17th,  1872.  He 
came  from  Scarborough,  where,  when  only 
fourteen  years  of  age.  he  had  actually  been 
engaged  in  collecting  the  rates.  He  was 
now  16 J years  old.  A genius  h r figures,  lie 
rose  from  .one  position  of  responsibility  to 
another,  until  he  became  the  chit-l  ac- 
countant in  1884;  and  such  was  the  confi- 
de Mice  in  spired  bv  him  that  finally,  in  1899. 
lie  was  made  the  secretary  of  what  was  now 
the  English  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

The  first  permanent  official  of  high  respon- 
sibility. he  began  his  career  at  No.  I,  Bal- 
loon-street, as  hut  a mere  youth,  one  Tom 
Brodrick.  who  came  off  a West  of  Ireland 
farming  stock;  to-day  lie  is  Sir  'lhomas 
Brodrick.  -J.P.,  the  guiding  official  of  the 
greatest  commercial  and  industrial  cone 
the  world 


achievements 
Fifty  years, 
of  his  best  to 
manufacturing 
Co-operative  M 
To  have  worked 
fi 


service  of  the  society  six  months,  and  I 
had  only  been  a few  days!" 

" Confidence  and  calmness,"  according  to 
this  very  early,  colleague.  “ have  been  the 
basis  of  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick’ s actions 
throughout — confidence  in  his  own  abilities 
and  calmness  in  carrying  out  lii.s  duties. 
You  uever  saw  him  get  llustered.  It  lie  had 
any  difficulties,  he  kept  them  to  himself." 

Mr.  Goodwin,  after  being  fifty  years  on 
.fhe  closest  and  most  friendly  of  terms, 
knows  the  progress  of  Sir  Thomas  -inti- 
mately, and  throughout  it  all  he  assures 
one  that  the  employees  of  the  Wholesale 
always  had  a good  friend  in  him.  Sir 
Thomas  always  put  forward  their  best  quali- 
ties; and  he  always  gave  preference  to  pre- 
sent employee-;  in  case  of  promotion  rather 
than  to  someone  outside.  The  trust  lie 


tjie  most  creditable 
the  progress-. of  Democracy, 
now,  has  .Sir  Thomas  given 
the  central  purchasing  and 
organisation  of  the  English 
ivement.  It  is  n generation! 
i r hnlf-A-oentury  with  one 
teadily  ascending  from  the  humblest 
the  highest  ..Hire  the  while,  is.  iirfenl. 
triumph  of  consistency  «>t  purpose  ami 
ntimiitv  of  service. 

Tl:  I -.re  >Sir  III  .t:  H 1 ; ■ 

prertirally  tlu-1ii»t..,  y <S  cue  C*  *.  Jl»«.v 

event  events  hnve  happened,  many  men 
ie  and  gone,  but  throughout  all  tlic 
. nges  of  things  and  persons  Sir  Thomas 
lias  been  the  mind  behind  the  machine,  and 
or  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  confidence 
of  the  directors  and  the- fidelity  of  the  stalls. 

A Unique  Demonstration. 

No  man  warmed  with  the  breath  of  life 
,vcr  yet  succeeded  in  pleasing  everybody, 
but  it  is  extraordinary  how  the  personality 
of  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  has  impressed  itself 
on  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-employees  No 
wonder  that  he  himself  was  moved  deeply 
bv  the  whole-hearted  demonstration  made 
in  bis  favour  on  Monday  afternoon.  Ihe 
Mitchell  Hall  has  been  the  scene  ot  some 
remarkable  assemblies  in  its  time,  but  on 
this  occasion  all  records  were  surpassed.  Ihe 
central  figure  was  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  him- 
self accompanied  by  his  daughter,  and  sur- 
rounded on  the  platform  by  heads  of  depart- 
ments. with  the  president  of  the  CA\.S., 
Mr.  George  Thorpe.  J.P.,  who  had  expressed 
his  personal  desire  to  be  amongst  them.  1 lie 
floor  was  taken  by  a concourse  representa- 
tive of  all  activities  centering  at  Balloon- 
street  The  white  overalls  of  cooks,  the 
uniforms  of  lift  attendants,  the  blue  striped 
gingham  of  kitchen  maids  were  there,  with 
principal  assistants  themselves  growing 
veterans  in  the  service,  a host  ot  the 
younger  generation  of  clerks,  and  here  and 
there  the  faces  of  some  who  have  retired 
from  the  working  service. 

'What  th‘3  consummation  was  was  briefly 
explained  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Haigh,  from  the 
chair.  It  was  to  make  certain  presenta- 
tions to  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  to  mark  the 
celebration  of  bis  jubijee  in  the  service  ot 
that  great  institution,  for  which  purpose 
subscriptions  were  confined  to  the  clerical 
staff  at  present  under  the  control  of -their 
chief  or  who  at  one  time  had  bean. 

The  Coming  of  Young  Brodrick. 

It  takes  some  effort  to  cast  one’s  mind 
back  fifty  years,  ns  the  bank  manager  and 
cashier,  Mr.  Thomas  Goodwin,  confessed. 
'•  1 remember.”  he  said,  making  the  effort, 
nevertheless,  " going  with  a message  horn 
the  General  Office,  which  was  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  old  corner  building  in  Balloon- 
street.  to  the  ground  floor,  where  was  the 
Order  Department  and  Sale  Room.  On  this 
particular  oroaiion  1 saw  what  was  to  me  a 
fresh  face.  The  owner  was  busily  occupied 
with  his  work.  It  was  a pleasant  lace. 
"When  I returned,  the  owner  of  the  face  was 
just  turning-  over  a piece  of  paper  on  his 
blotting  pad,  and  he  looked  up  and  gave  me 
a kindly  smile  as  I passed  by.  I asked 
afterwards  who  he -was,  and  someone  said, 
' Why,  that’s  young  Brodrick.’  Young 
Brodrick  certainly  appeared  to  me  to  In? 
doing  liis  work  with  confidence  and  calm- 
ness—these  Vere  the  qualities  that  struck 
me  at  the  time,  and  which  I rather  envied. 
But  he  was  old — had  he  not  been  in  the 


Sir  Thomas  Brodrick,  J.P. 
as  lie  sat  for  the  portrait 
in  oils  presented  to  him. 

placed  in  the  heads  of  departments  had  a 
beneficial-  effect,  and  developed  character. 
Sir  Thomas  never  made  a change  for  the 
sake  of  change,  but  he  never  hesitated  to 
make  a change  if  he  considered  it  necessary, 
lie  worked  on  safe  lines,  and  thus  prevented 
many  difficulties  that  might  have  arisen. 

To  Bring  Back  Memories. 

Some  1,500  subscribers,  through  Mr. 
Goodwin,  asked  Sir  Thomas  to  accept  his 
portrait  in  oils—  tltere  was  such  life  in  the 
picture  that  it  looked  as  though  the  subject 
were  giving  'one  of  those  humorous  re- 
marks or  a little  sarcastic  observation  that 
he  smv'timea  hiittfe,”  remarked  Mr. 
Goodwin. 

The  portrait  was  accompanied  by  a par- 
ticularly handsome  specimen  of  the  work  of 
illumination  as  carried  out  by  the 
CAV.S.  at  Lon  "sight  bn  vellum,  and 
artistically  hound  in  dark  green  morocco, 
with  Sir  Thomas’  monogram  in  gold.  The 
lengthy  address— relieved  with  portrait  of 
the  recipient,  pictures  of  the  main  buildings 
of  the  CAV.S..  all  gracefully  bordered  with 
allegorical  figures — points  the  growth  i.f 
the.  society  from  the  time  Sir  Thomas  \ 
appointed' tlie  chief  accountant  to  1921,  dur- 
ing which  period  the  business  had  gone  up 
from  £5,000.000  to  £80,000,000  per  annum, 
ami  the  employees  had  increased  from  60 
to  31 .000.  “This  enormous  growth  has 
been  the  work  of  many  brains  and  hands, 
but  you  have  been  the  centre  of  it."  'Ihe 
address  further  gives  tribute  to  Sir  Thomas 
“ strong  sense  of  justice  and  fairness  be- 
tween the  society  and  its  workers."  and  to 
his  “ breadth  of  view  and  sympathetic 
understanding.”  characteristics  that  were 
never  proclaimed.  “ for  no  one  has  courted 
publicity  less.  , . 

\ little  surplus  enabled  the  elder  daughter 
of  Sir  Thomas  to  share  in  the  honours  of 
the  day;  and  to  Miss  Brodrick  a gold  and 


diamond  ring  was  handed  by  Mr.  Goodwin, 
with  the  'remark  that  it  must  be  a very 
happy  memory  to  her  to  know  her  -father 

i-s  so  well  thought  of. 

Whatever  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  had  to  do 
with  tjie  control  of  his  clerks,  lie  might 
have  had  a great  deal  more  to  do  with  tlie 
control  of  the  committee,  was  the  good- 
humoured  way  with  which  Mr.  Thorpe  in- 
troduced his  meed  of  praise.  Ever  since  he 
had  been  identified  with  him,  there  had 
always  1 veil  a spirit  of  justice  permeating 
liie  advice  and  the  work  of  Sir  Thomas. 

’ When  a man  can  sit  down  in  the  committe* 
room  and  gather  together  the  Various 
threads  of  argument,  and  focus  them  in 
the  way  Mr.  Brodrick  did  for  the  good  ol 
this  institution,"  Mr.  Thorpe  continued, 
“ it  indicates  a mind  of  the  highest  degree. 
Never  once  did  he  thrust  his  views  on  live 
committee,  and  never  failed  to  give  a sound 
judgment'  on  a situation.  The  co-operative 
movement  owes  a great  deal  to  Sir  Thomas 
Brodrick.  who  has  always  been  an  impartial 
administrator  and  a grand  citizen." 

Sir  Thomas  in  Reminiscent  Mood. 

A thunderous  reception  was  given  to  Sir 
Thomas  when  he  rose  to  express  his  thanks, 
which  lie  did  obviously  under  emotion. 
“ Fifty  years  last  June  1 came,  a youngster, 
to  Manchester."  lie  said.  “ I can  remem- 
ber'd -.s.if  iy  . «-a!y  Satu*. •*?!.-  last  ' n 
the  Sunday  1 thought  f could  profitably  em- 
ploy the  afternoon  in  finding  the  North  of 
England  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  1 
remember  coming  up  Bradshaw-street,  and 
standing  at  tile  corner,  gazing  upon  this 
building  where  I commenced  work  on  the 
Monday  morning.  I remember  quite  well 
mounting  the  steps  and  introducing  myself. 
1 was' formally  installed  in  the  Order  De- 
partment, which  was  then  in  charge  of  the 
late  Mr.  Thomas  Pearson.  There  were  then 
in  that  department  Mr.  W.  Openshaw,  Mr. 
George  Garlick,  anil  others  who  have  passed 
away. 

“ The  whole  of  the  ramifications  of  the 
Wholesale  were  then  contained  in  one  ware- 
house, with  the  buyers’  office  and  the  clerks’ 
offices  on  one  side.  A partition  separated 
us  from  the  leaders  of  the  institution,  so 
that  we  only  had  to  turn  cur  heads  and  talk 
to  them.  Well,  it  had  many  advantages;  it 
kept  us  in  close  touch  with  the  managers 
and  tlie  directors." 

A kindly  reception  was  his  from  the  first, 
and  tlie  relations  of  the  friendliest  all 
through.  He  counted  it  an  honour  to  have 
known  Mr.  Goodwin  from  the  earliest  days, 
Mr.  Yates,  and  others. 

Time  went  on,  and  there  were  great  de- 
velopments at  home  and  abroad,  “'ihe 
little  set-back  of  late  years,"  lie  said,  “ was 
only  a flash  in  tlie  pan.  It  will  pass  away, 
and  we  shall  see  great  developments  in  the 
future.  All  wo  requiro  is  that  the  workers 
and  the  committee  shall  pull  together  and 
have  ccnfidenco  in  our  cause;  and  the  ulti- 
mate development  of  this  institution  no  one 
can  possibly  foresee  or  foretell.  I remember 
as  a voting  man  hearing  the  leaders  talking 
of  their  plans  for  the  future,  and  I stood 
aghast  wondering  whether  they  really  lejt 
-all  those  things  would  follow  from  such  a 
small  beginning.  Time  has  proved  the  right 
judgment  of  these  men. 

“ I am  not  foolish  enough  to  believe  all 
has  been  done  by  me,"  he  said,  with  charac- 
teristic modesty.  “ I have  had  your  help 
and  the  help  of  all.  No  man  can  accomplish 
great  things  unless  he  has  the  confidence 
of  the  others  who  work  with  him. 

First  of  all,”  lie  concluded,  in  the  way 
of  general  advice,  “ consult  with  those  who 
are’"’  tried  men,  men  of  sound  judgment. 
There  is  no  reason  why  you  should  carry 
away  wrong  impressions  or  do  anything  in 
a hurry  if  you  take  counsel  with  them. 
That  is  a -suggestion  1 throw  out  for  the 
days  to  conic."  . 

A roa-i?  of  applause  rounded  off  a gathering 
that  will  he  a pleasant  memory  for  years 
to  come.  • L 


Sir  Thomas  Brodrick’s  life  story,  from 
office  youth  to  the  secretary  of  tho  English 
C W S , with  facsimile  of  his  presentation 
portrait  in  oils,  is  the  leading  feature  of  tho 
first  number  of  the  new  volume  of  the 
• • Mitigate  Monthly"  now  ready.  Mako 
sure  of  a copy. 
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THE  TRAGEDY  OF  AUSTRIA. 

PEOPLE  WHO  REVEL  IN  A NATION’S  MISERY. 


WHY  NOT  TELL  THE  TRUTH? 


BY  A SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT. 


Our  correspondent  returned  last  week  from  Vienna.  w. 
writings  of  some  of  his  confreres  in  the  British  press 


. t he  thinks  of  the 
s indicated  below. 


When  those  who  have  seen  Austria  only 
from  the  windows  of  the  palatial  Bristol 
Hotel  iu  Vienna  hnve  finished  the; 
scribbling  about  spending  by  the  working 
classes,  there  might  be  space  in  the  daily 
papers  of  Britain  for  the  truth  about 
Austria’s  plight.  I will  admit  right 
that  the  restaurants  and  cafes,  the 
theatres  and  the  other  places  of  amuse- 
ment are  packed  every  night.  So  they 
are  in  London  and  New  York.  But  what 
sane  man  would  judge  the  life  cf  England 
and  America  by  the  West  End  of  London, 
or  the  "Light”  end  of  Broadway?  The 
main  strasses  of  Viennn  are  not  the 
haunts  otf  the  hungry  and  the  weary. 
Those  who  fling  kronen  about  as  a typhoou 
might  toss  straws  are  those  who,  for  the 
most  part,  have  made  money  during  the 
war  in  Austria  and  out  of  it  as  far  away 
as  San  Francisco.  They  are  iu  the  city  of 
art  and  starvation  gorged  with  dollars, 
pounds,  and  francs,  hoping  still  further  to 
exploit  the  crushed  and  broken  people 
who  fell  for  the  Holienzollerns  and  the 
Hapsburgs. 

Foreigners  Swallowing  tho  Food. 

Food,  the  people  sadly  need,  is  being 
consumed  by  the  spending  excursionists 
out  to  skin  even  the  very  pawnshops  of 
the  towns  for  whatever  valuables  there 
may  be  left  in  the  country.  They  are  pre- 
pared to  buy  the  art  treasures  themselves, 
but  the  Austrians  will  die  from  want 
rather  than  strip  their  glorious  Vienna. 
True  it  is,  too,  that  the  few  people  who 
are  earning  are  also  spending.  They 
have  to  in  order  to  live.  Their  country 
lias  changed,  their  glorious  Wien  (as  they 
call  Y ienna)  is  just  a city  of  dreams — sad 
and  disappointing  when  the  dreamer  opens 
his  ©yes  on  the  cruel  realities. 

Jews  have  bought  the  natural  food  pro- 
ducts of  Austria  up  for  this  year.  They 
have  paid  in  advance  in  dollars  and 
pounds.  The  farmers,  glad  to  get  foreign 
currency,  have  sold  for  two-thirds  of  the 
price  they  would  have  demanded  in 
kronen.  From  these  profiteers  the  poor 
people  of  Austrian  towns  have  to  purohase 
their  food.  Consequently  they  are  being 
squeezed  at  any  and  every  time  the  mills 
of  extortion  can  he  operated.  One  day 
bread  rises  a thousand  kronen  to  six 
thousand  a loaf.  The  next  day  the  “same 
profiteers,  operating  the  exchange  from 
outside  Austria,  smash  the  kronen  value 
down,  and  bread  jumps  up  another  two 
thousand  a loaf. 

What  temperamental  constitution  can 
stand  this  squeezing  process  for  any  length 
of  time?  The  Austrians  have  stood  it 
longer  than  any  other  nation,  because  thev 
have  been  broken  and  trampled  upon,  in 
the  psychological  sense,  till  they  have 
become  as  immorally  passive  as  the  serfs 
of  Russia  under  the  rule  and  dominion  of 
tHe  sceptred  despots  of  the  past.  When 
Napoleon's  army  had  a hungry  belly  that 
great  army  was  morally  and  physically 
crushed.  The  Austrians  in  the  weakness 
oi  hunger  and  abandon  have  been  unable 
to  kick  to  fight  against  exploitation. 

A Professor’s  Plight. 

My  friend  in  Vienna  is  a professor  with 
university  degrees.  He  was  once  a 
captain  in  the  army.  He  has  travelled 
the  world.  To-day.  his  pay  is  just  a pound 
week  320,000  kronen.  Reducing  it  to 
get  a sum  of,  roughly,  45,714 
day.  A loaf  costs  about  eight 
thousand;  a kilo  of  meat  costs  over  twenty 
tliousand.  Sufficient  sugar  for  the  daily 
needs  runs  into  more  thousands,  and 
butter  js  out  of  the  question.  So 
that  a kilo  of  meat,  a loaf  of  bread 
and  an  ounce  of  tea  takes  nearly  two- 
tfiirds  of  the  daily  income.  On  the  top 
of  this  he  has  to  pay  1,600  kronen  a day 
on  car  fare  Ixi  his  office.  And  he  is  a pro- 
fessor who.  before  the  war,  had  his  four- 
figured  salary  in  pounds.  Yet  he  is  for- 
tunate. He  can  get  work  as  a trnnelator. 
For  those  who  follow  trades  there  is  little 
opportunity  to  earn  anything  like  this 
sum.  To  them  food  is  just  the  same  price 
as  it  is  to  those  with  money. 


'days 

kronen 


Pay  reparation  demands?  They  haven’t 
the  money  to  maintain  the  street  in  a state 
of  passable  repair.  Huge  holes  honey-comb 
the  loads.  A ride  in  a carriage  is  a peril 
and  a menace  to  the  whole  nervous  system. 
They  live — or  starve — only  .for  the  day. 
To-morrow  will  bring  its  own  terrors.  The 
glorious  parks  and  boulevards  nre  elegant 
frames  to  sad  life-pictures.  Pretty,  though 
pale  and  wan,  young  girls  may  be  seen 
sleeping  off  their  hunger  as  uu  orchestra 
plays  some  wine-like  selection  of  Strauss. 
They  are  too  weak  and  enervated  to  keep 
awake.  Lean,  wolf-eyes  men  glare  into 
the  restaurants  at  the  full  plates  of  the 
ricih . They  become  sour  and  churlish  as 
champagne  corks  herald  their  extraction 
by  a pop  that  stings  their  very  cars.  The 
wine  party  is  composed  of  Jews  and  Gen- 
tiles from  Austria  or  abroad  who  have 
bled  the  people  white. 

The  World's  Shame. 

English  and  Americans  go  there  and 
talk  sympathy.  They  tell  of  assistance 
that  each  country  will  render  to  Austria. 
If  promises  were  negotiable,  Austria 
would  to-day  be  the  most  stable  of 
European  countries ; but  with  these  pro- 
mises we  leave  Vienna  to  the  Austrian, 
with  its  art  and  its  starvation.  We  have 
feasted  our  curiosity,  jaded  ourselves  in  a 
riot  of  eating  and  drinking  while  others 
looked  on  and  waned.  Yes,  and  some  go 
back  and  write  of  the  spendthrifts  of 
Vienna  without  being  honest  enough  to 
say  who  are  the  real  spendthrifts,  without 
knowing  that  Vienna  is  made  up  of 
twenty-one  districts,  and  that  there  is  any 
other  locality  outside  the  Ring.  They 
have  as  much  knowledge  of  the  life  of  the 
people  generally  as  the  man  in  the 
swagger  clnb  lounges  of  the  West  End 
knows  of  the  conditions  down  a coalpit. 
Did  they  know  and  write  the  truth,  these 
cultured  distorters  of  fact  would  tell  you 
of  the  agonised  parents  who  must  close 
their  eyes  and  steel  their  hearts.  They 
would  tell  you  of  the  people  who  scavenge 
the  refuse  of  the  streets  for  morsels  that 
it  would  be  a crime  to  eat  in  any  country 
where  there  were  laws  dealing  with 
attempted  suicide.  Mothers  are  fainting 
in  carrying  child.  There  are  being  born 
daily  children  destined  to  waste  to  the 
grave  before  they  have  existed  many 
months. 

The  world  needs  to  he  ashamed  of  its 
civilisation  so  long  ns  it  allows  Austria 
and  the  Austrians  to  remain  as  to-day. 
To  make  promises  and  delay  their  execu- 
tion is  no  great  tax  on  a full  stomach. 
Delay  to  the  hungry  is  the  worst  terror,  an 
outrage  on  decency,  a blasphemy  on 
Christianity.  The  tales  of  Austria’s  wealth 
are  not  merely  romances,  they  are  wicked 
and  unpardonable  lies.  Austria  cannot 
pay  a penny  in  reparations  as  things  nre 
to-day.  You  can’t  get  blood  from  a stone. 

In  financial  metaphor,  Austria  is  a stone. 


TO  WIN  THE  TRADE. 

THREE  ESSENTIALS  FOR  BUSIER  STORES. 

BY  I-.  C.  CROWTHER. 


Last  week,  Mr.  Crowther  contended  that  those  members  of  societies  who 
purchase  part  of  their  needs  at  the  stores  are  attracted  elsewhere  by  (n 
prices,  (2)  quality,  and  (3)  service.  He  concludes  his  article  below. 


lower 


If  it  is  intended  to  keep  up  a big  divi- 
dend, it  is  obvious  that  prices  must  be 
higher  than  otherwise,  and  there  should 
be  no  need  to  go  irito  economic  details  as 
to  the  why  and  wherefore.  Every 
manager  knows  that  this  is  so. 

Big  dividends  may  attract  trade ; some 
managers  say  that  members  go  for  dividend 
and  nothing  else.  * If  this  be  true,  then  service 
and  quality  do  not  count.  This  argument, 
however,  will  not  bear  the  light  of  investiga- 
tion, for  one  must  admit  that  if  big  dividends 
depend  on  big  prices,  in  these  days  of  limited 
purchasing  power  big  prices  must  retard  trade, 
otherwise  the  multiple  and  cheap-cutting  shops 
would  not  exist. 

I am  of  opinion,  after  considerable  experience 
with  private  trade,  multiple  firms,  and  the 
co-operative  movement,  that  with  an  efficient 
business  policy,  competitive  prices,  right 
quality,  and  first-class  service,  the  movement 
could  soon  attain  a mark  nearer  to  the  desired 
100  per  cent. 

If  it  is  trade  we  want,  price  is  the  first  thing 
to  attend  to.  Quality  is  said  to  be  the  true 
test  of  price.  True  and  well-trained  house- 
wives know  that  this  is  so,  but  many  lack  the 
wherewithal  to  buy  best  quality  ; therefore,  in 
order  to  retain  their  trade,  they  must  be 
accommodated. 

Needs  of  the  Poor. 

Undoubtedly  a vast  amount  of  trade  passes 
the  stores  because  of  this  factor ; if  the  co- 
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Supporters  of  the  Multiple  Shops. 

This  type  of  consumer  is  the  buhvJ 
multiple  shops,  who  never  have,  and  i„ 
pay  a dividend  on  purchases ; and  if  w 
eater  for  their  needs  on  equal  terms,  then 
a 3d.  dividend  returned  to  these  nii-ml*,^ 
be  welcomed  as  something  over  and  aboveli; 
they  expected. 

For  every  customer  who  leaves  the  sle 
because  of  low  dividend  two  will  be  attract^ 
by  the  low  prices,  good  quality,  and  first-d^ 
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operative  movement  is  to  fulfil  its  mission  of 
organising  the  consumer,  it  must  cater  for  all 
types  of  consumers,  poor,  middle-class,  and 
well-to-do.  There  is  nothing  wrong  in  supply- 
ing the  needs  of  poor  people  with  the  grade  of 
The  movement  might  deplore  the  fact  that 
the  majority  of  people  are  poor,  but  -that  is 
qo  reason  whjg  they  should  be  left  to  the  un- 
tender mercies  of  multiple  shops  and  other 
competitive  traders.  The  way  to  capture  this 
class  of  trade  is  to  supply  the  class  of  goods 
required  at  prices  equal  to,  or  lower  than,  our 
I competitors. 


service,  and  this  appears  to  lie  the 


•practie*! 


I*r 


road  to  the  attainment  of  the  desired  100 
cent,  trade. 

Attention. 


After  price  has  been  paid  quality  must 
tested,  and  if  O.K.  the  customer  returns,  bot 
can  only  be  held  by  cheerful  and  eflicient « 
vice.  Price  and  quality  are.  of  course,  a part 
of  service,  but  what  customers  desire  in  addition 
to  these  is  attention. 

I have  met  many  people  whose  sympathy 
are  with  the  movement,  but  whose  trade  go** 
outside,  not  because  of  price  or  of  quality,  hot 
simply  because  they  receive  better  attentioa 
elsewhere. 

Insist  Upon  Service. 

Generally  speaking,  service  is  a reflection 
upon  management.  Multiple  firms  and  the 
better  class  of  trader  recognise  the  value  of 
good  salesmanship,  and  insist  upon  it — and 
dare  one  suggest  they  sometimes  pay  for  it ! 
Unfortunately,  the  movement  is,  in  this  re- 
spect, somewhat  behind,  and  if  we  are  to  hold 
our  own  in  the  great  competitive  struggle  par- 
ticular attention  will  have  to  be  given  here. 

The  success  or  failure  of  the  co-operatire 
movement  depends  upon  trade.  Its  ultimate 
object  may  be  idealistic,  but  trade  is  tho 
pathway  to  the  ideal. 

The  movement  is  not  getting  the  trade  it  is 
capable  of  doing  ; our  opponents  may  say  the 
same,  but  we  are  not  at  the  moment  concerned 
with  their  troubles. 

There  is  room  for  a 50  per  cent,  immediate 
increase  even  on  a falling  market,  and  probably 
25  per  cent,  increased  trade  could  be  dons 
through  the  movement  without  adding  Id.  to 
the  present  expenses. 

There  will  have  to  be  some  scheme  of  filing 
prices  and  nationally  advertising  them. 
Methods  of  obtaining  the  trade  of  the  poorer 
consumers  will  also  require  devising,  and 
efficient  service  equal  to  what  others  nre  giving 
will  have  to  be  insisted  upon. 

If  with  these  three  things,  price,  quality, 
and  service,  guaranteed  to  the  consumer  (be 
co-operative  movement  does  not  command  its 
due  proportion  of  what  trade  there  is,  then  the 
only  conclusion  one  can  logically  arrive  at  B 
that  the  people  do  not  desire  to  be  organised 
as  consumers  for  self-protection,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  greater  ideal.  But  with  price,  quality, 
and  service  backing  up  its  sound  cconoinio 
basis  of  “ production  for  use,”  not  all 
powers  of  all  the  capitalists  of  the  world  can 
retard  its  progress,  however  slowly  it  may  bp> 
towards  the  new  social  order. 


TENNIS,  THE  MINERS’  GAME. 

A CO-OPERATIVELY  PRODUCED  REVOLUTION. 


I have  just  been  visiting  a populous  mining 
village  in  Wales.  The  other  evening  I watched 
the  villagers  disporting  themselves  at  tennis 
and  bowls.  This  tennis  and  bowling  club  is  a 
new  venture  of  a prosperous  and  very  enter- 
prising co-operative  society.  The  grounds  are 
ample,  well  situated,  and  tastefully  laid  out, 
and  there  is  all  the  latest  equipment— and  that 
in  a district  where  there  is  no  semblance  of  a 
public  park  and  few  private  gardens.  It  is  a 
boon  indeed,  and  the  greatest  social  move  over 
made  in.  the  neighbourhood. 

And  who  are  they  that  play  ? The  miners 
and  their  families,  old  and  young.  At  first  the 
miners  looked  askance  at  tennis,  though  they 
approved  of  bowls.  Some  are  still  sceptical. 
As  I sat  on  the  verandah  of  the  new  pavilion 
one  young  man  was  extolling  the  new  green  and 
the  game  of  bowls. 

“Ah  ! ’ he  said,  “ that  green  is  a fino  thing. 
Just  what  wo  want.  Here  I come  home  from 
the  pit  at  four  o’clock,  wash  and  have  my  tea, 


and  then  come  up  here  for  a game  of  bowls. 
Aye,  it’s  a fine  thing.” 

“ Why  don't  you  play  tennis  ? ” asked  his 
mate. 

“ Oh,  no ! No  tennis  for  me.  I sweat 
enough  in  the  pit.” 

“ But  it’s  a finer  game  than  bowls,”  pursued 
the  other.  “ There  is  more  art  in  it.” 

“ Maybe,  maybe,  but  it  isn’t  for  miners. 
Now,  I like  a quiet  game  of  bowls.  We’ve  no 
time  for  tennis.” 

The  other  man  was  indignant.  He  played 
tennis.  “ Not  for  miners ! Don’t  talk  rot. 
Look  at  the  miners  playing  ” — and  he  pointed 
to  several  line,  strapping  fellows,  all  of  them 
in  flannels,  and  most  of  them  learners.  “ Then 
there  is  Dick.  He’s  a champion  player,  too. 
He  won’t  play  bowls  or  any  other  game  now. 
Tennis  is  the  only  game  for  him.  He  learned 
on  a hard  court  in  Egypt,  when  ho  was  in  tho 
Army.  And  don’t  you  say  there  isn’t  time,  i 
See!  there’s  a court  vacant  now.  Come  and  try.”  I 


“ Oh,  but  I’m  not  dressed  for  it.” 

“ Never  mind.  Come  on.” 

“ And  I haven’t  a racquet  ” — weakly. 

“ Oh,  you  can  have  a club  racquet.  Com0 
along." 

And  he  went.  Of  course,  he  enjoyed  »• 
There  was  more  in  the  game  than  he  ha 
thought.  When  the  time  was  up  lie  arranged 
to  try  again  on  the  morrow,  and  on  the  "V 
home  he  inquired  the  price  of  flannels. 

Only  those  who  know  the  deadly  monotony 
of  the  pit  villages — no  social  life,  no  amu# 
mcnt,  no  incentive  to  self-improverue ^ 
nothing  to  do  but  moon  round  and  gossip 
street  corners — only  those  can  realise  what 
new  move  means. 

But  now  the  young  man  returns  from  ^ 
work,  has  his  meal,  changes,  and  off  lie  g003 
the  courts.  He  is  a different  man.  That 
feeling — often  boredom — leaves  him.  Hc  1 
joys  the  open  air,  the  exhilaration  of  the  g3^ 
No  need  to  dilate  on  the  physical  benefit  • • 
the  social  benefit  ? Here  men  and  ghL  'J'1 
under  the  best,  possible  conditions — the  lie  ^ 

atmosphere  of  sport.  What  could  be  *’  ^ 
Congratulations  to  the  society  on  its  sp 
venture. 
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ctralian  Conditions. 

VROlT  l"°  •V°arS  ag°  AuSlra,ia  UkC  ,Uany 
ov-l.rscas  countries  was  badly  caught 

ot.Ctrhe  war  slump  in  trade,  and  when  prices 
L-d.  Australian  importers  and  merchants 
and  on  the  way  large  stocks  of 
‘ an  manufactured  articles,  with  the 
dt  that  for  some  time  trade  was  in  a very 
U state,  and  it  was  practically  impossible 
f lBany'  manufacturers  in  this  country  to 
-n  payment  from  Australia.  During  the 
So  months  ended  June  30th.  1921.  Aus- 
* lian  imports  amounted  to  £163,000,000, 
"fcilst  the  exports  were  only  £131,000,000,  a 
Lance  against  Australia  of  £32,000,000. 

country  like  Australia  requires  to  export 
nsidcrably  more  than  it  imports,  the  surplus 
Jjinff  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  on  its  loans 
1,$  abroad.  It  is  satisfactory,  therefore, 
to  sec-  that  for  the  twelve  months  ended  June, 
I9-)’,  while  there  was  a reduction  in  both 
exports  and  imports  of  £127,000,000  and 
£100.000.000  respectively,  there  was  a balance 
p[  £27,000,000  in  favour  of  Australia.  The 
total  indebtedness  of  Australia,  which  is  con- 
stantly increasing,  combined  with  her  small 
which  is  little  more  than  five, 
jims,  might  justifiably  cause  some  anxiety 
it  were  not  for  the  great  productiveness  of 
tie  country,  which  works  out  at  ever  so  much 
per  head  than  any  equivalent  figure  in 
Europe.  It  is  not  pleasant,  however,  to  see 
tie.  same  tendency  at  work  in  a new  country 
ike  Australia  that  appears  at  home,  viz.,  a 
decline  in  the  number  of  people  working  on 
tic  land,  and  an  increase  in  town  dwellers. 
What  Australia  needs  is  more  population  com- 
posed of  people  who  will  work  on  the  soil, 
and  efforts  are  being  made  with  this  object 
in  view.  Meantime;  however,  there  is  some 
revival  in  Irade  with  Australia,  which  is  so 
much  to  the  "ood. 

A Yeast  Trust? 

The  Distillers  Company  Limited  is  a 
Scottish  concern  formed  in  1877,  which  has 
been  very  prosperous,  has  given  its  share1 
holders  various  instalments  of  bonus  shares. 

has  become  predominant  in  the  whisky 
ink  of  the  country,  in  regard  to  which  it. 
appr-are  to  be  obtaining  a position  something 
like  that  which  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Company 
has  achieved  in  its  own  particular  trade. 
Hardly  a month  passes  by  without  some 
further  acquisition  by  the  Distillers  Company 
being  reported,  and  the  last  is  the  purchase, 
by  the  issue  of  new  shares  to  the  value  of 
£3,000,000,  of  the  shares^ of  the  Distillers 
Finance  Corporation  Limited  of  Belfast. 

means  of  this  purchase  the  Distillers 
Company  now  owns  practically  all  the  patent 
still  distilleries  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
This  last  country,  by  the  way,  is  an  important 
producer  of  yeast,  for  in  1920  it  was  responsible 
for  360,284  cwts.,  valued  at  £1,301,528,  of 
about  half  was  exported.  How  many 
waders,  I wonder,  realise  that  the  yeast  used 
manufacturing  the  bread  they  cat  is  pro - 
% a by-product  of  whisky  '!  I learn  that 
huteh  yeast  is  superior  to  British  yeast  owing 
f°thc  fact  that  the  Dutch  manufacturers  aim 
d Veast  first  and  whisky  afterwards,  whereas 
^ generally  give  prior  place  to  the  whisk}’, 
uth  the  control  of  yeast  production  in  the 
i"8  of  one  big  company,  anything  is  possible, 
thoiigi,  it  js  stated  from  presumably  official 
3u4rters  that  there  is  no  intention  of  making 
eomer  in  yeast,  and  that  any  alarm  felt  by 
e bakery  trade  at  the  development  of  the 
Jrtulers  Company  is  unwarranted.  We  will 
So hnt  it  might  be  as  well  for  big  con- 
°f  yeast  to  see  where  they  stand  as  to 
Supplies,' 

WJere  Cloves  Como  From. 

fum  a report  just  issued  by  His  Majesty’s 
^tonery  Office  it  appears  that  tho  Island  of 
Z|  or  is  by  w'ay  of  getting  increased  pros- 
it >•  Its  exports  for  1921  have  increased  by 
Percent,  in  weight,  and  8 per  cent,  in  value, 
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the  preceding  year.  This  fact  would  not 
*°rth  mentioning  here  if  it  were  not  that 
that  • y'anz',)ar’«  exports  consist  of  cloves, 
„ »'and  and  Pemba  Island  (both  of  them 


British 


and  lying  off  the  east  coast  of  Central 


African  .• 

cl  tl  ClDg  tae  W0,'f(I’s  chief  sources  of  supply 
frooni  ,,0P"',U  SP'CC-  The  word  clove  comes 
\\  ^ Spanish  word  cltivo  meaning  " nail,” 
V . ,nS  Leo ji  given  this  description  by  the 
on  account  of  its  likeness  to  a nail 
kinil !' ' ^ *10  cf°ve  tree  belongs  to  the  myrtle 
o,  jf,Jj  15  (Vcrgreen,  and  grows  about  thirty 
*1’*  f'igh.  Its  fruit  is  like  a smail 
P "m,  but  the  clove  as  we  know  it  is  the 


flower,  and  is  picked  before  tho  petals  have 
opened;  In  some  countries  the  trees  aro 
shaken  to  bring  the  flowers  to  the  ground,  but 
in  Zanzibar  and  Pemba  picking  is  done  more 
carefully,  movable  stages  or  scaffolds  being 
put  up  to  enable  the  gatherers  to  reach  the 
upper  branches  so  that  the  cloves  are  all  picked 
by  hand.  They  are  spread  out  in  the  sun  to 
dry,  and  during  the  process  of  drying  change 
colour  from  bright  red  to  dark  brown. 
Their  original  home  is  supposed  to  have  been 
five  little  islets  east  of  the  Isle  of  Celebes  in 
the  Malay  Archipelago,  wdiich  were  known 
as  the  Moluccas  or  Clove  Islands.  When  these 
islands  were  captured  by  the  Dutch  from  the 
Portuguese,  they  compelled  the  inhabitants 
to  destroy  all  their  clove  trees  so  that  the 
Dutch  plantations  should  have  a monopoly  of 
the  trade.  But  they  are  now  'grown  in  most 
of  the  East  Indies.  From  the  East  Indies  to 
East  Africa  is  a far  cry,  but  in  1770  the  French 
introduced  the  clove  tree  into  the  Island  of 
Reunion,  to  the  east  of  Madagascar,  which,  in 
turn,  is  olf  the  east  coast  of  Africa,  and  then  its 
cultivation  spread  to  Zanzibar  and  Pemba, 
which  now  produces  the  largest  part  of  the 
world's  supply,  something  over  10,000,000  lbs. 
in  one  year.  The  next  largest,  export  is 
copra  or  dried  cocoanut,  the  quality  of  which, 
howevgr,  is  not  of  the  best,  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  artificial  drying  apparatus.  Anyway, 
the  next  time  the  reader  tastes  a clove  in  his 
food,  it  may  please  him  to  think  that  these 
come  from  one  part  of  the  w’orld  which  is  in  a 
prosperous  state. 


FIXED  PRICES  AND  NATIONAL 

ADVERTISING. 

RESULTS  PREFERABLE  TO  EXPLANATION. 


By  J.  S.  GIRD  WOOD  (Secretary  and  Chief  Executive  Officer,  Coventry  and  District 
Society). 


Tiie  recent  articles  appearing  in  the  “News" 
on  this  subject,  bIiow  a great  diversity  of 
opinion.  Various  suggestions  on  this  impor- 
tant matter  are  put  forward,  but  apparently 
without  any  definite  action  of  a national 
character. 

In  view  of  the  many  difficulties  which 
societies  have  experienced  of  late,  and  the 
present  somewhat  unsatisfactory  state  of 
some  societies,  it  will  be  generally  conceded 
that  the  subject  is  one  of  the  most  important 
that  can  engage  the  attention  of  co-operators. 
The  constant  decline  in  sales  with  its  increase 
in  working  expenses,  points  out  to  the  leaders 
of  the  movement  that  it  is  time  for  them  to 
register  their  opposition  to  antiquated  methods 
— methods  of  business  management  and  pro- 
cedure now  well  out  of  date,  to  discover  the 
leak  in  our  business,  and  to  stop  this  leak  at 
the  earliest  possible  moment. 

Someone  has  said:“  Error  once  set  in  motion 
continues  indefinitely,  unless  blocked  by  some 
stronger  force,  and  old  methods  of  thinking 
and  doing  well  always  remain,  unless  someone 
invents  a new  and  better  way  and  then  lives 
and  dies  for  it.” 

The  co-operative  movement,  with  the 
Wholesale  as  manufacturers  and  the  retail 
societies  as  distributors,  furnishes  one  of  the 
greatest  fields  for  systematic  scientific  develop- 
ment known  to  the  business  world.  If,  how- 
ever, we  take  no  notice  of  the  methods  our 
omipetitois  use  to  develop  success  in  their 


E'en  in  a little  mercy,  how  much  good  ! 
Could  we  but  trace  the  sequence  to  an  end. 
For  out  of  little  doth  all  greatness  grow. 

And  grace  to  ugliness  will  beauty  lend. 
Courage  to  rise  above  the  common  ruU, 

To  stand  alone,  if  needs  be  to  exietul 
The  gift  of  mercy  to  an  erring  one: 

Wrong  tendency  to  righteous  doing  botch 
Just  as  the  glorious  tinting  of  t’.e  flower 
Arises  from  its  roots,  so  doth  this  grace 
In  all  its  richness  spring  from  lowly  hearts  ,* 
An  ever-present  blessing  to  the  race. 

Sorrow  for  suff’ ring.-  Tenderness  for  grief. 
Love  for  the  sinner.  Hatred  of  the  sin. 

Help  for  the  helpless.  Mercy  for  the  weak . 
Thus  shall  humanity  life's  vict’ries  win. 


ROTHESAY  READY. 

WHY  NOT  A CAMP  SCHOOL? 


In  spite  of  the  fact  that  some  of  our  summer 
schools  were  closed  down  this  season,  the 
columns  of  the  co-operative  press  prove  that 
co-operators  in  general  are  becoming  more 
interested  in  holidays  organised  under  co- 
operative auspices,  i 

Co-operative  methods  of  holidaying  ensure 
good  food,  good  lodging,  and  gopd  fellowship  ; 
and  as  the  years  roll  on  co-operative  camps 
are  destined  to  occupy  a larger  place  in  the 
leisure  life  of  the  people. 

In  Scotland  the  camp  conducted  by  the 
United  Co-operative  Baking  Society  at  Rothe- 
say from  May  to  September  is  already  a well- 
established  institution,  whose  growth  during 
recent  seasons  has  been  enormous.  Situated 
on  Canada  Hill,  it.  overlooks  beautiful 
Rothesay  Bay,  the  Cowal  Hills,  and  the  wild 
Isles  of  Cum  brae.,  while  from  the  highest  points 
of  its  spacious  grounds  the  rugged  grandeur 
of  Arran  may  he  glimpsed. 

It  forms  a complete  little  community  famed 
all  over  Scotland  for  its  efficiency  and  cheap- 
ness. The  camp  is  well-appointed,  and  offers 
both  tent  and  hut  accommodation,  with  all 
the  necessaries  for  simple,  joyous  living,  and 
without  any  of  the  modem  inconveniences  of 
the  down-to-dute  dwelling.  There  is  an  airy 
diningdiall  and  a recreation-room  which  is 
being  extended  ; and  when  the  U.C.B.S. 
directors  realise  their  hopes,  and  utilise  fully 
all  the  land  at  their  disposal,  Canada  Hill  will 
be  the  site  of  the  most  attractive  holiday  home 
in  this  country. 

The  U.C.B.S.  camp,  however,  has  one  big 
defect.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  it  has  gained 


popularity  by  beating  its  competitois  as  a 
business  unit  there  is  little  else  about  the 
camp  to  indicate  that  it  is  co-operative.  The 
spirit  of  co-operation  is  not  sufficiently  in 
evidence. 

The  problem  of  co-operative  educational  and 
social  workeis  is  to  coiubino  the  comfovt.  (Mid 
convenience  of  -such  camps  with  the  atmos- 
phere of  the  co-operative  summer  school,  arid 
we  must  seek  to  organise  not  only  more  co- 
operative camps  and  summer  schools,  but  also 
co-operative  camp  schools. 

If  a camp  school  had  been  founded  in  Scot- 
land this  year  much  overlapping  between  the 
educational  and  social  sections  of  our  move- 
ment. would  have  been  avoided,  a substantial 
financial  saving  would  have  been  effected,  and 
the  Co-operative  Union’s  summer  school  would 
probably  not  have  been  abandoned. 

Co-operators  could  have  applied  for  admis- 
sion to  the  camp  in  the  usual  way  through  the 
U.C.B.S.,  and  then,  if  hey  wished  to  attend  as 
students,  they  could  have  notified  the  Co- 
operative Union  officials.  Even  though  suf- 
ficient students  had  not  been  forthcoming,  the 
movement. must  have  gained  by  an  arrange- 
ment of  this  kind,  for  the  loss  incurred  in  can- 
celling contracts  with  private  traders  would 
not  have  arisen. 

To  the  possible  criticism  that  a camp  is  not 
suit-aide  for  a school  unless  every  camper  is  a 
student,  it  may  be  replied  that  at  Rothesay 
the  Workers’  Educational  Association  have 
forestalled  co-operators  by  using  co-operative 
premises  for  a successfid  educational  week-end 
while  campers  were  still  in  residence.  " *’  " 


S.R.E. 


business,  we  ourselves  are  unlikely  to  develop 
a success  worth  noticing. 

Before  and  during  the  war,  when  societies 
showed  increasing  trade,  all  was  well ; but 
no  attempt  was  made  to  find  out  how  much 
trade  we  lost.  Now  that  trade  as  well  as  war 
haye  changed  their  aspect,  both  being  fought 
from  long  range,  we  have  got  to  examine  eycryr 
avenue  that  appears  feasible  of  increasing  trade. 

National  advertising,  coupled  with  an  agreed 
plan  at  fixed  prices  between  the  Wholesale 
and  the  retail  societies,  is  the  remedy  for  in- 
creasing the  sales.  The  successful  retailer 
is  the  man  who  by  his  advertisement  draws 
the  buying  public  his  way.  “ It  isn't  the  spot 
itself  that  makes  his  business  pay — it's  the  man 
who  makes  the  spot  pay.  Centres  of  trade  are 
not  selected  by  the  public,  they  are  created  by 
the  force  that  controls  the  public."  The  co- 
operative movement  can  be  that  force,  backed 
up  by  a national  advertising  campaign. 

The  whole  machinery  for  such  a campaign  Is 
already  in  existence,  and  necessity  will  compel 
us  to  use  it.  It  is  not  a question  of  the  co- 
operative movement’s  ability  to  stand  tho 
cost  of  advertising,  but  of  the  movement  being 
able  to  survive  without  it. 

The  movement  lias  only  applied  adver- 
tising in  a limited  way,  and  has  only  secured 
a reflection  of  the  possible  benefits  it  would 
yield,  if  efficiently  carried  out  nationally.  Is 
the  movement  to  stagger  still  under  the  burden 
of  absolute  and  expensive  methods  of  selling, 
by  ignoring  national  advertising  ? 

Taking  the  sales  of  the  movement,  wholesale 
and  retail,  for  1920,  one  halfpenny  in  the  pound 
would  give  the  immense  sum  of  £810,724  for 
a national  advertising  campaign.  Divide 
the  country  into  sections,  let  the  Wholesale 
circularise  the  retail  societies,  giving  full  details 
of  the  goods  to  be  advertised,  asking  societies 
to  state  their  requirements.  Let  the  goods 
be  in  the  shops  before  the  advertising  appears. 
Coupled  with  the  daily  papers,  have  adver- 
tisements appearing  in  local  papers.  The 
Wholesale  would  require  to  set  up  a mail  order 
department,  efficiently  managed,  _ to  cater 
for  the  trade  of  non-members.  If  the  Whole- 
sale can  get  large  increases  in  the  sale  of  boots 
and  shoes,  blouses,  &c.,  by  advertising  in  the 
“ Co-operative  News  ” how  much  more  could 
be  expected  from  the  daily  press  with  millions 
of  readers  ? Up  till  now  the  trade  of  tho 
Wholesale  has  only  responded  to  the  demands 
of  tho  consumer  passed  on  by  the  retail 
societies.  If  we  are  not  a commercial  success 
we  become  « co-operative  failure.  Our  adver- 
tisement would  appeal  (provided  they  have  a 
real  point  of  contact)  to  millions  of  potential 
customers,  outside  the  movement,  besides 
being  an  economic  necessity  at  the  present  time. 

The  advertising  that  has  been  done  by  the 
Wholesale  has  been  more  or  less  a fuilure  (not 
the  success  claimed).  The  lack  of  co-ordina- 
tion between  the  production  and  the  adver- 
tising has  resulted  in  the  late  delivery  of  orders. 
Expressed  in  other  words,  there  has  been  no 
definite  plan.  The  advertising  was  done  before 
any  consultation  with  the  retail  socioties. 
Demand  was  greater  than  the  supply.  No 
advertiser  can  claim  a success,  unless  he  can 
deliver  the  goods.  Just  imagine  a maik  order 
■department  having  to  send  out  apologies 
instead  of  the  goods.  Trade  is  always  more 
difficult  to  get  a second  time  than  the  first. 

lFe  want  to  act  more  and  talk  less.  Aim 
more  and  wish  less.  Give  us  men  to  take  charge 
of  the  movement,  who  can  change  their  view- 
point every  twenty-four  hours  if  need  arise. 
Consistency ' in  business  is  a curse,  token  it 
becomes  obstinacy. 

Co-ordination  between  the  Wholesale  and 
retail  societies,  vigorously  handled,  coupled 
with  intelligent  anticipation,  and  linked  with  a 
national  advertising  campaign,  there  is  no 
end  to  the  possibilities  of  the  movement. 
The  year  1921  will  not  readily  be  forgotten  by 
the  co-operative  movement,  yet  many  of  our 
competitois  over  the  same  period  had  a record 
year,  because  they  made  a more  extensive 
use  of  publicity..  Is  it  not  time  the  C.W.8. 
directors  called  district  meetings  of  the  retail 
societies  and  talked  this  matter  over. with  a view 
to  putting  some  “ punch  ” into  the  business, 
or  must  we  drag  along  in  the  old  way,  with  .no 
hope  of  betterment  t 

Let  us  go  after  results,  and  drop  explana- 
tions. We  have  no  boundaries  except  those 
which  we  set.  Selling  i3  the  main  problem  for 
the  movement  to  solve,  and  it  is  a term  which 
covers  all  its  other  activities! 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE, 
NO  SPLIT  IN  RUSSIAN  MOVEMENT. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  THE  COMMUNISTS. 


T 


It  seems  that  at  the  recent  Congress  of  the 
Centrosoyus,  the  All-Russian  Union  of  Con- 
sumers’ Co-operatives,  the  chief  question  was 
the  restoring  of  the  internal  structure  of  the 
co-operative  union,  which  was  in  danger  of 
collapse  because  labour  co-operation — re- 
organised in  May  of  last  year  with  a view  to 
increasing  the  influence  of  the  Communist 
Party  on  co-operation — was  becoming  more  and 
more  separated  from  the  co-operativo  move- 
ment represented  by  the  Centrosoyus. 

“ There  had  been  a risk  of  a split,”  says 
the  “ Industrial  and  Labour  Information  ” 
of  the  International  Labour  Bureau,  “ which 
might  have  had  serious  consequences  in  a 
country  such  as  Russia,  where  co-operation  is 
at  least  as  extensive  as  a state  organisation 
although  it  may  not  directly  bear  that 
character.” 

The  danger  was  averted  by  arranging  closer 
relations  with  labour  organisations.  The  Con- 
gress decided  on  closer  contact  between  the 
Centrosoyus  and  the  trade  unions.  A propor- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  Central  Board  of 
the  Centrosoyus  and  the  provincial  govern- 
mental boards  are  to  bo  elected  in  agreement 
with  the  All-Russian  Central  Cyuncil  of  Tiadc 
Unions  and  the  provincial  government  trade 
union  councils. 


The  Centrosoyus  will  be  responsible  to 
labour  organisations  in  all  matters  con- 
nected with  supplies  for  the  workers. 

The_,Ccntral  Board  of  the  Centrosoyus  now 
consists  of  15  members,  of  whom  12  represent 
the  -Communist  Party,  while  the  remaining  3 
are  non-party,  that  is  former  co-operators  who 
have  agreed  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the 
Communists.  Former  co-operators  have  also 
been  admitted  to  the  Supervisory  Council 
and  the  Auditors’  Committee,  this  step  being 
regarded  as  an  attempt  at  conciliation. 

The  Congress  expressly  confirmed  its  sym- 
pathy with  the  Communist  Party  and  Com- 
munist co-operators  abroad,  as  well  as  with 
tho  co-operative  section  of  the  third  inter- 
national which  directs  their  activities  in  the 
different  countries.  The  Congress  considered 
that  “ while  making  allowances  for  individual 
differences  on  economi6  question  among  tho 
various  elements  in  the  co-operative  move- 
ment, the  movement  as  a whole  should  servo 
tho  interests  of  the  Soviet  power,  for  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  is  exercised 
in  such  a manner-  that  it  docs  not  thwart  the 
aspirations  of  the  peasants,  but  rather  pre- 
sents certain  opportunities  of  common  effort 
for  tho  economic  restoration  of  the  country.” 


THE  WORLD  OF  LITERATURE 


THE  IRON  HAND  OF  THE  TRUST. 

HOW  IT  HAS  HARDENED  IN  BRITAIN. 


UNDER  THE  BOLSHEVISTS 

THE  I.C.A.  IN  PROTEST. 

Tub  International  Oo-operntive  Alliance, 
following  on  their  inquiry  made  on  the  spot 
by  M.  Victor— Serwv,  are  addressing  to  the 
Bolshevist  Government  of  Georgia  at  'l’iflis 
a resolution  of  protest,  with  copies  to  bo 
sent  to  the  Centrosoyus,  the  All-Rdssiau  Co- 
operative Movement  headquarters.  at 
Moscow,  and  to  the  League  of  Nations  at 
Geneva.  The  resolution  runs  as  follows:--- 

“The  co-operative  movement,  which  in 
two  years  attained  -to  a considerable 
development  aaid  was  in  full  growth,  is  at 
tlie  moment  deeply  split  vip,  and  in  a great 
part  destroyed. 

“ A number  of  co-operative  societies  that 
had  arisen  through"  the  efforts  of  the  masses 
have  disappeared;  and  have  been  replaced  by 
other  so-called  workers’  societies,  created  in 
every  respect  by  the  Communist  Party  with 
the  backing  of  the  State. 

“ Plenty  of  co-operative'  stores  are  closed. 
A very  great  number  of  co-operative  socie- 
ties find  themselves  in  the  position  cf  being 
unable  to  carry  but  their  duties  because  of 
the  frequent  throwing  into  prison,  without 
any  stated  reason,  of  their  members  of  the 
management  committees,  their  staffs,  and 
their  leaders.  .Some  of  tli-2  directors  cf  co- 
operative societies  have  been  kept  in  prison 
for  a year  without  trial.  The  choice  of  mem- 
bers of  the  management  committees  is  jnot 
free:  it  is  made  under  tire  pressure  o £ the 
Communist  Party  with  the  concurrence  of. 
tlie  State, 

“These  facts  have  been  dwelt  upon -and 
verified,  and  they  have  moved  us  very  deeply. 
Permit  us  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
unhappy  situation  of  the  co-oporative  move- 
ment, with  tfliej  hope  that  -immediate 
measures  will  be  taken  to  put  an  end  to  it  ” 


and  on  its  side  the  Government  will  bn  in- 
vited to  consult  with  these  chambers  on 
questions  of  direct  interest  to  them.  And 
the  public  will  be  reached  and  educated  by 
means  of  periodical®,  booklets,  An. 


FRENCH  WEDDING  GIFT. 

The  Co-operative  Union  of  Amiens,  in 
addition  to  having  a department  for  insur- 
ance for  births,  deaths,  sickness;  and 
accident,  has  a fund  set  aside  from  which  is 
given  a share  in  the  society  for  twenty-live 
francs  to  tli©  bride  and  her^groom  of  co- 
operative members.  The  idea  is-  excellent : 
the  gift  is  not  only  a welcome  send-off  to  the 
newly-married  couple,  but  it  is  a pointer  to 
them  to  follow  in  their  parents’  footsteps  and 
take  an  interest  in  the  co-operative  society. 


Mr.  J.  Morgan  Rees  had  throe  objects  in 
view  in  writing  his  “ Trusts  in  British  In- 
dustry.”* He  wished  to  trace  the  growth 
of  the  trusts  in  Britain  since  the  armistice ; 
to  show  tho  connection — which  undoubtedly 
exists— between  trusts  and  the  level  of  prices  ; 
and,  most  impotant  of  all,  the  influence  of 
trusts  in  polities  ani^bver  the  general  well- 
being  of  the  community. 

Of  course,  most  people  know  that  there  are 
such  business  combinations  as  “ trusts  ” ; 
but  most  ordinary  people  think  in  a very  vague 
fashion  that  trusts  are  a form  of  American 
business  organisation,  and  never  dream  that 
trusts  in  Britain  touch  and  influence  their 
daily  lives  at  almost  every  point. 

The  trust  movement  in  Britain  is  largely  a 
crea  tion  of  the  war.  The  coming  of  the  world- 

war  supplied, the  acid  test  to  the  “direction, 
structure,  and  methods’’  of  our  business  or- 
ganisations. They  were  found  wanting.  Our 
methods  of  business  organisation  and  control 
were  hopelessly  out  of  date  and  inefficient.  . 
Our  industries  had  to, be  reorganised  and  science  * 
mobilised  to  help  in  the . reorganisation  and 
the  direction.  “ Business  men  had  met  to- 
gether during  tho  war,”  says  Mr.  Rees, 
advisory  committees  under  ,some  Ministry  lor 
other.  It  was  quite  natural,  therefore,  for 
these  meetings  to  result  in  much  closer 
ciation,  understanding,  and  finally  financial 
groupings  after  the  armistice.  The  year  1919 
will  be  found  to  be  a phenomenal  one  for  re- 
groupings of  old  companies  . . . and 
finally  for  new  permanent  combinations  or 
trusts.” 

Believers  in  trustification  defend  trusts  on 
the  ground  that  they  effect  such  savings  in 
the  overhead  costs,  such  economies  in  manage- 
ment, such  savings  by'  buying  on  a large  scale 
instead  of  a small,  more  scientific  direction  and 
.advice  that  this  form  of  business  organisation 
benefits  both  producers  and  consumers.  No 
doubt  producers  do  benefit.  It  is  not  so  certain 
that  the  consumers  do.  It  is  impossible  to 
follow  here  the  development  of  tho  various 
British  trusts,  as  Mr.  Rees  traces  them,  but 


it  is  possible  to  examine  one  within  th.  t 
of  this  review.  ^ 

The  Soap  Trust,  for  instance. 
people  know  what  soap  is.  Mr.  ^ I 
any  association  of  r 


•H*  I 


a trust  as  1 «*uy  aeauciauon  of  pr0(j 
distributors,  permanent  rather  than  tem^ 
which  has  for  its  object  the  regulation  of*  L 
and  the  determination  of  prices  at  a 1 ■ • I 
about  right  * "—for  the  producer  Z* 
butor,  of  course.  I 

The  “ Soap  Trust  ” would  seem,  th^r 
to  be  the  United  kingdom  Soap  u k1 


oaP  -Maaok 
' P™**-  0 


i British  Industry,  1914-1921,"  by  J.  Morgan 
■^S.  King  and  Son  Ltd.  10s.  6d.  net. 


CHAMBER  OF  CONSUMERS. 

BELGIAN  DEPUTY’S  PROPOSAL. 

M.  Louis  Bertrand,  a Socialist  deputy, 
and  a vigorous  pioneer  of  the  Belgian  in- 
operative movement,  hn.s  placed  before  the 
Chamber  of  Representatives  a project  for 
the  creation  of  Chambers  of  Consumers.  Ho 
points  out  that  whilst  producers  in  agricul- 
ture and  industry,  as  well  as  the  private 
traders,  a:o  all  powerfully  organised,  'the 
consumers  alone  are  left  out.  He  therefore 
proposes  that  in  each  provincial  centre  there 
shall  he  established  a Chamber  of  Consumers 
and  at  Brussels  a controlling  council.  The 
duties  of  these*  chambers  will  be  to  defend 
the  lights  and  interests  of  all  and  to  watch 
ever  the  application  of  new  laws  affecting 
tlie  interests  of  consumers.  They  will  make 
known  to  all  competent  authorities  any 
Abuses  of  which  they  have  knowledge  and 
open  out  inquiries  into  the  conditions  of 
feeding  the  population,  tlie  pri.  es  obtaining, 
the  profits  made  by  private  tenders,  Ac' 
l lioy  will  be  authorised  also  to  make  sugges- 
tions and  give  advice  to  the  Government ; 


32  h.p.  3-ion  Lorry.  One  of 
18  Albion  vehicles  supplied  to 
Messrs.  Galbraith's  Stores,  Ltd. 


a real  saving? 

JF  you  are  tempted  by  what  appears  to  be  an 
attractive  low  price  for  a commercial  vehicle, 
remember  that  the  true  test  of  economy  is  in 
upkeep  .cost  and  length  of  life. 

Experienced  transport  users  have  proved  again 
and  again  that  the  apparent  initial  saving  on  a Iow- 
priced  vehicle  is  often  more  than  swallowed  up  by  a 
big  loss  in  excessive  repairs  and  running  charges. 

It  is  the  Albion’s  unassailable  record  for 
low  running  costs,  length  of  life  and  freedom 
from  breakdown,  that  makes  it  invariably  the 
cheapest  vehicle  to  purchase. 

Write  now  for  particulars  of  Albion  Models. 


Load  Capacity 
25,  30,  40,  50, 
60,  and  80  cwt. 


turers’  Association,  which  fixes 
of  its  declared  objects  is  to  ■■  mniataS  a.  | 
minimum  net  prices  at  and  upon  which  J"  j 
are  offered  and  sold.”  Minimum  prices  S 1 
manufacturers  and  retailers  an-  fUe(]  , I 
council  of  seven  members  acting  through  |L!  I 
committees  for  hard  soap,  toilet  soap,  j I 
soap  respectively.”  But  the  192(1  consth 
tion  of  the  Association  shows  that  on  m 
council  of  seven  Messrs.  Lever  Brothers  LunjJ  I 
are  represented  by  five  members  ; on  the  Had 
Soap  Committee  by  five;  and  on  the  otW 
committees  by  four : while  the  presirk-nt  of 
tho  Association  is  a director  .if  Lever's,^  j 
both  vice-presidents  are  directors  0f  associated 
companies,  so  that  it  is  quite  clear  that  Mean, 
Lever  Brothers  Limited  control  the  eoatroUeu 
and  actually  fix  the  prices  at  wlfi.-h  the  vanoo? 
soaps  are  sold.  It  is  quite  fair,  therein, 
to  describe,  the  Lever  Combine  as  the  8o»d 
Trust. 

What  advantage  has  the  user  of  soap  reaped 
from  the  trustification  of  the  > up  iudustrj?  - 
Is  soap  either  cheaper  or  better  by  reason  of  I 
more  scientific  direction  and  economies  in 
manufacture,  distribution,  and  direct  access  | 
to  raw  materials  ? Every  housewife  < 
answer  the  question.  Watson  s Matchless  I 
Cleanser  used  to  he  id.  per  lb.  cheaper  than  the 
combine  soap.  When  it  was  m rged  in  tie  j 
combine  on  July  20th;  1917,  the  price  went  up 
£<!•)  and  later  another  Id.  was  put  on.  - 
So  much  for  the  trust  benefiting  the  o 
sumer.  It  has  practically  eliminated  com-  ■ 
pet  ition  so  that  prices  can  Ue  fi.v  i high  enough  I 
to  ensure  a big  profit? 

The-  C.W.S.  is  almost  alone  among  soap 
manufacturers  in  not  following  tlie  .teocii- 
tion.  Retail  societies  can  sell  C.W.S.  soaps 
cheaper  thjm  tlie  prices  fixed  fm  the  combine 
soaps,  and  in  addition  the  purchaser  as  a flife 
gets  a dividend  or  bonus.  It  is  therefore  a pitf 
that  enough  people  do  not  rush  for  G.W& 
soap  to  act  as  a check  to  the  operations  of  tbs 
trust. 

Mr.  Rees  deals  with  every  variety  of  trust 
ia  Britain.  Many  of  his  chapters  summari*  i 
the  statements  tif  fact  contained  in  the  very 
valuable  reports  o‘  the  sub  committees  ap- 
pointed by  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trusts, 
and  his  conclusions  are  always  interesting  | 
often  valuable. 

One  of  the  most  important  chapters  deals 
with  the  movement  in  the  direction  of  lb® 
formation  of  a money  trust.  The  ianp 
of  a monopoly  is  real. 

Such  a combine  would  in  an  that  tha 
financia’  safety  of  the  country  and  the  interest 
of  the  individual  would  be  defenceless,  nod 
traders  would  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a *t,r 
individuals  who  would  naturally  opera*® 
mainly  in  the  interests  of  their  shareholder. 
Bank  amalgamation  follows  bank  aiuilg®" 

mation.  . . . “ the  result  is  the  creation 

a few  preponderant  combinations.  . • * " 
these  combinations  amalgamated  the  Money 
Trust  would  immediately  spring  forth.' 

The  above  extracts  are  from  a Treasury 


Committee  report.  Mr.  Rees  believes 


that 
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the  trust  is  already  in  existence,  and  th®1  ^ 
constitutes  one  of  the  gravest  menaces  °f 
time.  It  levies  a tribute  on  production—*® 
“ the  community  travailleth  in  order  that  * 
tribute  shall  be  paid.”  A.  F- 


THE  OLD  GAME. 

Everybody  knows  something  about  tool 
ball  ; hut  to  understand  it  and  he  able  tot1 
about  it  one  ought  to  read  “ The  Rise  an<*  ^ 
grass  of  Modern  Football,”  by  Karras  i no  _ 
(Bowman  and  Murdoch.  O0(  Shoe-lane.  l/in  J ' 
Oil.).  It  is  a brief  account  of  the  earl) 
of  the  game,  and  the  history  of  the  U*0  . 
Association;  and  its  annals  of  the  - , 

Cup  and  the  Football  League  are  111,(1 
refreshes  of  the  minds  of  old  athletics 


“Your  brilliant  magazine 
render  on  the  “ Mitigate  MontlilJ- 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS . 


rEPARING  for  the  general 
ELECTION. 

WORK  IN  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONSTITUENCIES. 

XI -COUNCILLOR  E.  W.  HAMPTON  AND 

SPARKBROOK  (BIRMINGHAM). 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT. 


mu,  Birmiiiglinn  bring  olUlte 

General  Election?  There  is  no 
“ Sit  it  should  not.  Both  at  King  s 
Barton)  and  Sparkbrook 


IMS’" 


Norton 


(Mrs. 


candidate 


S forward  bv  tha  Co-operative  l arty!  is 
jJ.fi  of  the  entire  support  of  the  elec- 
and  by  returning  the  two  Birmii 
Kin  not  only  do  itself  infinite  credit  1 
rndrr.n"  crtremoly  useful  service  to  the 
^ ritive  ii"  cement.  It  should  also  bo 
fi  of  the  candidates  that  the  two  c« 


eifnencies  they  are  out  to  win  for  progres- 
causes  are  largely  of  an  industrial 


favour  of  the 
slituen 
lire  ei 

^te^Barton  has  already  figured  in  tliis 
rallon-  of  Co-operative  candidates  definitely 
tinned  to  constitnencies,  but  the  appeai1- 
,„,r of  Councillor  Hampton  lias  been  de- 
laved  until  now.  He  and  Sparkbrook  form 
■ knsis  of  the  eleventh  and  last 
this  scries  of  '‘General  Election” 
but  he  will  not  mind 


articles, 


Councillor  E.  W.  Hampton. 

filling  the  position  of  “ whippor  in.” 
fle  assured  me  the  other  day  that  it 
would  .be  all  right  for  him  if  he  were  the 
thirteenth.  ‘ Not  superstitious?”  I asked. 
'‘Not  a bit,”  lie  replied. 

of  All  Candidates. 

Councillor  Hampton  may  not  he  so  well 
known  in  the  co-operative  movement  as 
others  who  have  figured  in  these  articles, 

hut 

•t  is  questionable  whether  a more  accept- 
able candidate  could  have  been  found  to 
fight  Sparkbrook  in  the  interests  of  the 
working  classes. 

His  work  on  the  city  council  should  of 
'wolf  convince  the  electors  that  he  is  the 
Joan  to  represent  them  in  the  House  of 
ypminons.  He  was  elpcted  to  The  council 
ln  1910,  mvj  speedily  made  a ’hame  for  him* 
“If  in  the  realm  of  social  reform,  taking'ns 
H^vial  subjects  housing,  edneation,  and  milk 
!?Ppl.v.  He  will  have  to  seek  re-eleotion  in 
November,  but  if  service  counts  for  anything 
loerc'  should  he  no  more  doubt  about  his 
JWurn  than  there  is  in  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
tides. 

Sparkbrook’s  future  M.P.  is  still  on  liie 
•rin?  side  of  forty,  but  his  record  < f work- 
endeavour  would  do  ciedit  to  one 
iii1'?!  a"e’.  f"d  were  I to  begin  emimcrnt- 

.R  the  offices  he  lias  filled,  or  is  filling  at 

Present  time,  the  printer  would  cry, 
H,.  "'"'iigli,”  befrre  I was  half-way 

thp' °U^ 1 Be  seems  to  have  been  horn  to  Ire 
tjr  PWsident  cr-  secretary  of  some  associa- 
jn  seeking  to  promote  the  interests  of  his 
So""  "orkers- 

win  ,:I'  08  ti»e  co-operative  movement  is 
VriT^n.cl'  members  of  the  Men’s  Guild 
Ceni  :is  ox-secretary  of  the  Birmingham 
&1  l:'.lu  b ond  ex-secretary  of  the.  M id- 
11,.  n- u,u‘il-  He  has  been  a member  of 
milwrilllngl.uim  Society.’®  educational  eom- 
iflunh’  llUf  ls  ny'v  *n  his  Third  year  as  a 
jm  , V Hie  general  committee.  He  is 
helm  i e un’ou  official  at  the  moment,  but 
•i  mJlc  11  !1  *";‘n,'b  secretary.  He  is  also 
IJirnfi,,'  i 1 °L  t,ie  labour  Party  and  the 
H ll„  7'  lnnl  trades  Council.  He  has  been 
the  n*f ln,  for  two  years,  lie  holds 

V In b 1 diploma  of  Economic  Science, 
£»«.„  • 'L “ k-cturer  under  the  University 
the  Rnv  "i  *le,nG..  a,"l  1m  is  a member  of 
nr  J..V01  Economic  Society.  He  is  quite 
•Mid  t,,0-. ?"  1 platform,  and  on  industrial 
bndy  flUestion*  he  lias  the  pen  of  a 
the  n;  • ' Tenants — he  is  president  of 

^derTun,ll,gkarn  nn(l  District  Tenants’ 
advicl  lyn~ai"l  ex-soldiers  turn  to  him  fer 
nnu  assistance,  and  they  freely 


COLLECTIVELY  OWNED  CAPITAL. 


SOME  STRICTURES  ON  A CONGRESS  PAPER. 


BY  ALAN  HYND. 


•knowledge  the  good  work  lie  continues  to 
do  on  their  behalf.  . 

Tire  Co-operative  Party  fought  Spark- 
brook  at  the  last  General  Election,  Mr.  1'  rank 
Spires  being  the  candidate  ; but  he  was  some- 
what heavily  defeated.  Colonel  Amery 
(Coalition  Unionist)  was  the  victor,  and  his 
majority  over  his  Co-operative  opponent  was 
in  the  region  of  fifteen  thousand.  Mr. 
Spires. was  asked  to  stand  again,  but  removal 
to  Manchester  and  pressure  of  business — he 
holds  an  important  appointment  in' connec- 
tion with  the  C.I.S.— led  him  to  decline  the 
invitation. 

It  Must  be  Done. 

The  sitting  member  has  announced  his 
intention  of  seeking  re-election  when  the 
time  comes,  and  in  view  of  his  majority  it 
must  be  admitted  that  the  tusk  of  shifting 
him  will  not  be  so  easy  as  falling  off  the 
house-top.  But  it  must  be  done,  and  the 
only  way  it  can  be  done  is  by  every  elector  of 
a progressive  turn  of  mind  voting  for  Coun- 
cillor E.  W.  Hampton.  Even  a majority  of 
fifteen  thousand  does  not  put  Colonel  Amery 
entirely  at  ease,  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
motherly  manner  in  which  lie  is  watching 
over  the  constituency.  Quite  recently 
Councillor  Hampton  became  linked  up  with 
the  “Buffs,”  and  within  a week  or  two  he 
had  Colonel  Amery  as  a fellow  member  cf 
that  well-known  friendly  society. 

An  adverse  vote  of  many  thousands  does 
not  frighten  the  Co-operative  candidate  and 
his  agent  (Councillor  J.  Webb),  known  to 
all  and  sundry  as  “ Honest  John,”  •tnd  they 
have  set  about  capturing  the  enemy’s  citadel 
in  a determined  and  hopeful  fashion.  Open- 
air  meetings  have  been  a feature  of  their 
summer  campaign,  and  the  attendance 
thereat  and  the  interest  displayed  by  the 
crowd  are  of  an  encouraging  character. 
Councillor  Hampton’s  candidature  lias  been 
approved  by  the  local  Labour  Party  ami  by 
the  National  Executive;  he  is  also  receiving 
the  unanimous  support  of  the  local  trade 
unionists.  They  have  hit  on  some  happy 
slogans,  and  if  they  can  get  this  one  - 
“ Change  your  member  election  ” — firmly 
fixed  in- the  minds  of  th©  people  it  should 
liave  the  effect  of  loosebing  a few  stones  in 
tlie  Coalition  fortress. 

When  Councillor  Hampton  first  entered 
the  field  some  people  said  the  fight  was  hope- 
less so  far  as  he  was  concerned.  After  a 
while,  and  when  his  programme  became 
known  these  self  same  people  hedged  a little 
and  said  he  had  a sporting  chance.  Now 
they  are  saying  a victory  for  him  is  by  110 
means  improbable. 

Asked  for  his  views  on  life,  The  worthy 
councillor  said  lie  stood  by  Tom  Paine’s 
dictum:  “ The  world  is  my  country,  all  men 
are  my  brothers,  and  to  do  good  is  my 
Religion.” 

His  Programme. 

The  question  of  unemployment  occupies  a 
prominent  place  in  his  election  programme, 
and  when  one  bears  in  mind  that  unemploy- 
ment is  more  acute  in  Birmingham  than  m 
Manchester  and  Liverpool  put  together,  one 
is  not  surprised  Councillor  Hampton  holds 
the  view  that  a more  progressive  policy, 
locally  and  nationally*  in  regard  to  housing 
would  react  beneficially  on  the  unemploy- 
ment question.  Seventy  thousand  more 
houses  are  wanted  in  Birmingham  alone,  and 
towards  that  number  only  about  three  thou- 
sand are  in  course  of  erection  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  He  also  holds  the  view  that 
people  who  made  so  much  money  during  the 
war  might  forego  a portion  of  it  for  the  sake 
of  those  loss,  fortunately  situated. 

T)io  Co-operative  candidate  is. a keen  advo- 
cate of  peace  between  nations,  and  believes 
the  best  insurance  against  war  is  the  de- 
velopment of  the  true  co-operative  spirit  the 
wide  world  over.  The  people  of  this  country 
have  no  reason  to 'be  proud  of  the  legacy 
of  many  generation^  of  government  by 
Liberals  and  Tories  so  far  as  social  and 
domestic  matters  are  concerned,  but  the 
remedy  is  in  their  own  hands.  Co-operation 
and  Labour  must  be  given  greater  represen- 
tation in  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Birmingham  .Society  lias  several 
branches  in  and  on  the  fringe  of  the  1 
slituency,  and  its  local  membership 
about*  eight  thousand.  The  number 
electors  is  thirty-six  thousand.  It  is  pretty 
obvious  from  this  what  tire  eight  thousand 
co-operators  must  do;  they  must  work  in 
and  amongst  their  fellow  electors,  end  secure 
every  vote  possible  for  their  own  candidate. 

Those  who  voted  Coalition  last  time 
should  be  shown  the  error  of  their  ways 
and  convinced  that  the  party  represented 
by  Colonel  Amery  has  no/eal  and  lasting 
love  for  the  working  man  and  his  wife. 
The  chief  industry  in  the  constituency  is 
engineering,  and  the  men  and  women 
engaged  in  tliis  trade  could  not  do  a bettor 
piece  of  “ turning  ” tlum  by  giving  Colonel 
Amery  the  Order  of  Retirement  and 
“ rivetting  ” Councillor  E.  \Y.  Hampton, 

, through  Sparkbrook,  to  the  Kouso  of 

Commons. 


opinion  that  tl 

being  built  on  — — 

sect,  the  “ Flagellants,”  who  maintained 
th©  constant  scourging  of  oneself  was 
highest  form  of  spiritual  devotion.  I 


Mr.  George  Biddi.e’s  Brighton  Congress 
puper,  “ The  Financial  Position  of  the  Co- 
operative Movement  in  Relation  to  New 
Forms  of  Administration  in  the  Retail 
Trade,”  lias  drawn  attention  to  a most  im- 
portant factor  in  co-operative  trading, 
i.e.,  the  value  of  collectively-owned  capital. 

It  is  rather  curious  that  the  paper  itself 
assumes  that  this  collectively -rewTied  capital 
does  not  exist  in  the  co-operative  movement, 
or  in  a negligible  quantity,  and  makes  a 
demand  on  co-operators  to  obtain  this 
capital  by  sacrificing  some  part  of  their 
dividends  or  in  paying  higher  prices  for  their 
goods. 

It  would  appear  tliat  Mr.  Riddle  is  of 
. ' ' die  average  co-operator  is  a 

being  built  on  the  lines  of  the  mediaeval 
sect,  '*  " ' 

that 

the  _ _ . 

am  afraid  the  movement  contains  few 
“ Flagellants.”  The  whole  structure  of  Mr. 
Riddle's  paper  is  vitiated  by  the  statistics 
on  reserves  upon  which  lie  has  based  his 
argument.  I am  not  blaming  Air. 
Riddle  for  the  error  into  which  he  has 
fallen,  as  the  statistics  given  are  supplied 
by  the  Statistical  Department  of  the  Co- 
operative Union,  and  tney  are  the  people  at 
fault.  To  Include  insurance  funds  as  re- 
serves, which  they  are  not,  and  to  exclude 
depreciation  funds,  which  are,  makes  it  im- 
possible to  discuss  the  financial  position  of 
societies  in  an  intelligent  manner. 

The  question,  however,  of  colleetively- 
■owned  capital  by  co-operative  societies  is  of 
vital  importance  if  we  are  to  clearly  under- 
stand our  position  in  relation  to  the  competi- 
tive world. 

A Co  operative  Speciality. 

Collectively-owned  capital  is  unknown  in 
the  commercialism  of  to-day.  They  have 
reserves,  of  course,  but  they  belong  to  indi- 
viduals in  proportion  to  their  individual 
holdings,  and  the  Stock  Exchanges  express 
the  value  of  these  holdings  according  to 
whether  the  reserves  are  large  or  small. 

This  point  is  of  serious  import  -to ^con- 
sumers, because  it  illustrates  the  difference 
between  co-operative  and  private  trading. 
In  the  case  of  the  co-operative  society,  the 
lrenefit  of  its  accumulated  reserves  goes  to 
the  consumer;  in  the  private  trade  to  the 
shareholder.  _ 

How  much  of  tliis  collective  capital  is  pos- 
sessed by  the  co-operative  movement  is  diflf- 
cult  to  sav,  as  we  have  no  tabulation  by  the 
Co-operative  Union;  but,  in  order  to  obtain 
some  idea  of  the  amount,  I recently  analysed 
the  balance  sheets  of  sixteen  societies  which 
are  on  ifiy  society's  Exchange  list,  and  the 
results  are  remarkable  in  every  way. 

These  balance  sheets  were  not  specially 
selected,  but  picked  up  indiscriminately.  I 
arrived  at  the  amount  of  the  reserves  by 
adding  to  the  reserve  funds  shown  in  the 
balance  sheet  the  full  amount  of  deprecia- 
tion funds  on  land  and  buildings,  but  only 
50  per  cent,  of  the  depreciation  funds  on 
fixtures,  rolling  stock;  machinery,  ]&c.,  and 
the  result  is,  I think,  a very  conservative 
estimate  of  tiieir  value. 

I added  nothing  for  appreciation,  although 
there  must  be  millions  of  pounds  of  un- 
earned increment”  to  be  credited  to  the 
movement  owing  to  the  great  advance  in 
prices  of  land  and  buildings;  but  for  my 
purpose  I have  not  gone  beyond  the  recorded 
figures  in  the  balance  sheets.  These  sixteen 
societies  have  a total  capital  of  nearly 
£8,1100,000  (shares,  loans,  and  penny  Bank), 
of  which  over  £4,000,000  is  invested  outside 
their  own  business,  mainly  in  the  C.W.S. 
and  other  federal  institutions.  The  reserves 
of  these  societies,  or  the  collectively-owned 
capital,  as  it  rightly  should  Ire  called,  amount 
to  £2,110,722,  being  equal  to  49.5  per  cent, 
of  the  amount  of  capital  required  for  trad- 
ing capital  and  26.5  per  cent,  of  the  total 
capital  raised  by  the  societies. 

Business  on  Collective  Capital. 

Many  of  the  societies  are  within  reason- 
able reach  of  having  their  own  business 
entirely  conducted  on  collectively-owned 
capital,  one  society,  I may  say,  haying 
already  71  per  cent,  of  cpllecjavo . capital 
employed  in  its  business.  It  means,  as  I 
have  mentioned  in  several  conference  papers, 
a flyiiigN  start-to  the  co-operative  society  in 
their  competition  with  the  private  trade, 
and  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in  commit- 
tees of  management  and  officials  demon- 
strating to  their  members  the  value  of 
collective  trading. 

Another  aspect  which  is  opened  up  by 
these  figures  is  the  close  tie  between  the 
retail  society  and  our  federal  institutions. 
Over  50  per  cent.  of.  the  whole  capital  of 
the  sixteen  societies  injny  list  is  invested 
with  the  C.W.S.  and  other  bodies.  In  one 
society  this  surplus  capital  is  equal  to  74 
per  cent.,  -of  which  65  per  cent,  is  invested 
in  the  C.W.S..  and  it  is  evident  that  this 
society  must/’ keenly  watch  their  invest- 
ments, representing  as  it  does  the  bulk  of 
their  members’  savings.  It  would  Ire  idle 
for  them  to  boast,  “ Come  and  take  your 
savings ; our  society  can  exist  without 
them,”  because  their  own  business  lias  only 
n small  part  of  their  members’  capital,  the 
most  of  it  being  invested  elsewhere.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  question  of  a capital 
redemption  fund  becomes  an  impracticable 
one,  for  unless  there  was  some  restriction 


societies  would  have  an  intolerable  burden 
placed  on  them  by  the  raising  of  surplus 
capital. 

Fixed  Capital. 

The  question  of  fixed  capital  is  also  dis- 
posed of  because  the  retail  society  is  in  the 
position  of  having  more  than  enough  capital 
to  carry  on  its  own  business.  That  the 
C.W.S.  and  other  bodies  might  desire  a 
more  permanent  form  of  capital  from  retail 
societies  is  possible,  but  it  is  for  them  to 
move  in  the  matter,  not  the  retail  society, 
and  in  tliis  connection  I want  this  question 
discussed  from  ^he ‘right  point  of  view; 
generally  the  point  is  made  as  though  the 
retail  society  was  the- one  in  need  of  fixed 
capital,  whereas  the  one  to  gain  would  Ire 
the  federal  institution. 

The  need  for  fixed  capital  by  our  federal 
societies  becomes  apparent  when  you  con- 
sider the  enormous  sums  spent  by' them  in 
land  and  buildings  during  recent  years. 
This  money  is  either  well  spent  or  it  is  not ; 
but  the  retail  society  has  had  little  control 
over  this  expenditure,  although  it  is  their 
money  that  lias  been  used ; and  it  is,  lo  use 
a common  phrase,  “ a bit  thick  ” that  they 
should  be  asked  to  pay  twice  for  tlris  capital 
by  redemption  out  of  current  account.  If 
1 may  quote  Bailie  Nichol  Jarvie,  “ Let 
every  herring  hing  by  its  ain  heid,  and  every 
tub  stand  on  its  ain  bottom.” 

The  question  of  surplus  investment  de- 
serves more  attention  than  has  been  given 
to  it,  and  with  falling  rates  of  interest  and 
the  necessity  for  maintaining  the  confidence 
of  our  members,  some  of  our  societies  may 
leel  the  effect  of  over-capitalisation,  much 
in  the  same  way  as  many  joint-stock  ./com- 
panies are  feeling  it  to-day. 


MALIGNERS  OF  THEC.W.S. 


[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Sir, — I read  with  some  degree  ot 
surprise  the  apparently  inspired  article 
under  the  above  heading  from  the  Co- 
operative Press  Agency  which  appeared  in 
your  issue  of  August  26th. 

In  comparing  wage  rates  operating  in 
the  C.W.S.  with  those  in  operation  with 
certain  private  traders,  surely  it  would 
have  been  more  straightforward  to  have 
given  the  scales  in  full  rather  than  only 
quote  figures  up  to  age  twenty-one,  where 
the  C.W.S.  scale  ceases,  when  it  must 
have  been  known  that  the  private  trade 
scales  go  up  -to  ages  beyond  twenty-one, 
carrying  with  them  additional  amounts 
which  brings  their  top  rates  considerably 
higher  than  the  top  rates  in  the  C.W.S. 
Thus,  for  instance,  one  is  led  to  believe 
that  the  highest  rate  paid  by  the_  North 
of  England  Grocers’  Association  is  53s.,  as 
against  the  C.W.S.  60s.  Whereas,  in  the 
ease  of  warehousemen,  the  North  of 
England  rates  go  up  to  68s.  in  some  of  the 
firms. 

The  following  comparative  figures,  given 
in  full,  demonstrates  my  contention 
respecting  the  unfair  method  of  comparison 
resorted  to  by  the  Co-operative  Press 
Agency : — 

North  of  England  Wholesale  Grocers’ 
Association.— Assistants,  men : Age  14; 

15fi.  9d. : 15,  19s.;  16,  22s.  9d. ; 17, 
27s  6d. ; 18,  33s.  3d.;  19,  40s.  6d. ; 20, 
48s.  6d.  ; 21,  57s.;  22,  59s.;  23,  60s.  :»d  ; 
24,  62s.  9d.»;  25,  64s.  8d.  Women : Ago  14, 
15s.  9d.  ; 15,  16s.  8d. ; 16,  18s.;  17,  21s. 
10d. ; 18,  26s.  6d. ; 19.  31s.  4d. ; 20,  34s. 
3d.;  21,  38s. ; 22,  39s.  6d. ; 23,  41s.  94.; 
24,  42s.  9d.. 


C.W.S. — Assistants,  men:  Age  14,  13s.;. 
15  16s.;  16,  20s.  ; 17,  25s.;  1$,  32s.;  19, 
40s  ; 20,  48s.  ; 21,  60s.  Women  : Ago  14, 
126.;  15,  14s.;  16,  16s.';  17,  22s.;  18,  27s.; 
19,  32s.;  20,  36s.;  21,  38s. 

North  of  England  Wholesale  G 


cers 
14  s. 
fJd. ; 
21, 
58s: 
2d.; 
19; 


Association. — Porters,  men:  Age  14, 

9d. ; 15,  18s;  ; 16,  21s.  10d. ; 17.  20s. 

18,  32s.  9d. ; 19,  39s.  6d. ; 20,  46s. 

52s.  3d. ; 22,  54s.  2d. ; 23,  56s. ; 24, 
Women:  Age  14,  14s.  9d. ; 15,  16s. 

16  17s.  7d.  ; 17,  21s.  6d.  ; 18,  26s. 

99s  6d  • 20,  32s.  3d.;  21,  34s.  9d. ; zz, 
37s! ; 23,  39s.  1 . .. 

C W.S. — Porters,  men:  Ago  14,  10s.; 

15,  136.;  16,  17s.;  17.  22s  ; IS,  28s.;  19, 
35s  ; 20,  42s.:  21,  55s.  Women:  Age  14, 
10s.;  15,  12s.;  16,  14s.;  17.  19$.;  18,  25s.; 

19.  28s.;  20.  31s. ; 21.  34s. 

The  North'  cf  England  rate  is  the 
original  Grocery  Trade  Board  rate,  less  5 
per  cent.  , 

In  comparing  the  London  Employers 
Association  scale  with  that  of  the  C . \\  .S. 
I find  that  the  top  rates  for  salesmen  is 
8s.  above  the  C.W.S.,  and  5s.  111  the  case 
of  porters.  . 

In  the  words  of,  the  Co-operative  Press 
Agency:  “What  is  the  sinister  purpose 
in  misrepresenting  the  C'.W.S.  by  com- 
parison with  others?’.’  The  truth  will  out, 
and  it  is,  therefore,  needless  for  any  writer 
to  seek  to  camouflage  the  situation. — 
Yours,  tic.,  *L  Leslie. 


• • once  again  I have  to  congratulate  you 
on  publishing  such  a fine  magazine  as  this 
month's  ‘ Mitigate.’  ” — A literary  aud 
educational  authority. 
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“SWEEPING  THE  DECK.” 

C.I.S.  PROGRESS  IN  CARDIFF. 

Inspired  by  the  tremendous  success  of  the 
C.I.S.,  there  was  a very  happy  gathering  of 
officials  and  agents  of  the  society  at 
Exeter  on  Wednesday  of  last  week,  when 
Sir  Thomas  Allen  (C.W.S.  director,  and 
chairman  of  the  insurance  hoard)  presided 
at  a conference  and  dinner  to  give  a right 
royal  send  off  to  the  new  Plymouth  branch 
of  the  C.I.S. 

Sir  Thomas  was  supported  by  Mr.  J.  P. 
Jones  (general  manager),  Mr.  J.  Simpson 
(agency  manager),  Mr.  J.  C.  Sykes  (man- 
ager, Cardiff  branch),  Mr.  C.  S.  Bissett 
(Plymouth),  and  Mr.  Fryer  (the  newly- 
appointed  branch  manager  at  Plymouth). 

in  the  course  of  a racy  speech  welcoming 
the  company  to  the  festive  board,  the  Chair- 
man referred  to  insurance  work  as  a field 
ready  for  the  harvest,  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  ail  present  to  redouble  their  efforts  in 
order  to  make  the  harvest  worthy  of  the 
great  movement. 

Dealing  with  the  progress  made  by  the 
C.I.S.  in  recent  years,  Mr.  Jones  stated  that 
the  results  for  the  first  eight  months  of  this 
year  were  excellent,  and  foreshadowed  a 
record  year. 

Control  of  Working-Class  Insurance. 

Mr.  Simpson  followed  on  similar  lines, 
and  made  a vigorous  speech.  He  utilised 
the  results  attained  in  the  Cardiff  branch  to 
illustrate  the  great  strides  being  made  by 
the  society,  and  incidentally  stated  that  the 
business  done  in  the  Cardiff  branch  for  the 
first  six  months  of  this  year  was  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  what  had  been  don©  by  the 
lending  industrial  insurance  company  in 
Great  Britain  in  the  whole  of  Wales,  a state- 
ment which  was  punctuated  with  applause. 
A much  mere  significant  remark  followed, 
however,  when  Mr.  Simpson  mentioned  that 
this  particular  company  was  employing  over 
six  times  the  number  of  agents  and  officials 
in  the  area  than  was  the  C.I.S.  The  huge 
success  of  the  C.I.S.  was  causing  a great 
deal  of  disturbance  and  commotion  among 
the  insurance  companies.  The  C.I.S.  desired 
that  state  of  affairs,  because  it  was  their 
intention  to  take  full  control  of  the  insur- 
ance business  of  the  working  class,  especially 
in  the  industrial  districts,  and  he  was  con- 
fident that  the  time  was  not  far  distant 
when  the  C.I.S.  would  be  far  and  away  the 
strongest  insurance  agency  in  the  country. 
(Applause.) 

Messrs.  Sykes,  Bissett,  and  Fryer  also 
spoke,  the  latter  receiving  an  ovation  when 
he  rose  to  address  the  gathering.  Messrs. 
Buckingham  and  Vaughan,  district  managers 
for  Plymouth  and  Exeter  respectively,  spoke 
of  the  great  services  Mr.  Bissett  had  ren- 
dered during  the  two  years  he  had  been  in 
Plymouth. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  conference,  a pre- 
sentation was  made  on  behalf  of  the  Exeter 
staff  to  Mr.  W,  A.  Vaughan  by  Sir  Thomas 
Allen,  who  said  it  was  appropriate  that  the 
Exeter  staff  should  show  their  appreciation 
of  the  work  done  by  Mr.  'Vaughan.  The 
presentation  took  tne  form  of  a marble 
clock.  

PENARTH  PROGRESS. 

NEW  BRANCH  AT  DYNAS  POWIS. 

Thursday,  September  7tli,  was  a red-let- 
ter day  at  Dynas  Powis  as  far  as  local 
co-operators  were  concerned.  The  Penurth 
Society  had  contemplated  for  a long  time 
opening  a branch  at  this  pretty  and  grow- 
ing place,  and  at  last  succeeded  in  securing 
compact,  if  small,  premises  in  the  heart  of 
the  village. 

On  September  8th,  a public  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Parish  Hall,  for  propaganda 
by  Mr.  J.  LI.  Powell 


purposes,  presided  over  uy  air.  d.  xu.  rowel l 
(president  of  Penartli  Society)*  The  speakers 
were  Mr.  C.  Darch  (C.W.S.,  Cardiff)  and 
Mr.  Strong  (C.I.S.,  Cardiff). 

The  Chairman  (Mr.  Powell)  said  that  for 
many  years  they  in  Penartli  had  intended 
to  open  a branch  at 'Dynas  Powis,  but  now 
it  was  an  accomplished  fact.  He  hoped 
Dynas  Powis  members  would  be  loyal  to 
their  new  shop  and  to  the  movement,  and 
that  they  would  soon  insist  upon  larger  and 
more  commodious  premises. 

A Great  Movement. 

Mr.  Darch  congratulated  the  inhabitants 
of  Dynas  Powis,  and  wished  the  new  out- 
pout  for  -co-operation  every  success.  He 
urged  the  committee,  employees,  and  mem- 
bers to  do  their  duty,  and  all  would  be  well. 
He  reminded  Dynas  Powis  co-operators  that 
they  belonged  to  a movement  which  could 
count  its  members  in  millions  and  its  trade 
in  hundreds  of  millions  every  year,  whilst 
its  banking  capacity  was  360  million  pounds 
a year.  They  could  well  feel  proud  to  belong 
to  a movement  which  had-  accomplished  so 
much.  The  movement  employed  205,500 
employees,  a large  number  of  which  were 
engaged  in  manufacture  and  production, 
lo  keep  their  factories  and  employees  going 
they,  as  members,  should  insist  upon  C.W  8 
goods. 

Mr.  Strong,  as  representative  of  the  Co- 
operative Insurance  Society,  said  the  move- 
ment was  out  to  eater  for  all  the  needs  of 
co-operators,  and  in  regard  to  insurance  they 
could  not  do  better  than  do  business  with 
tli©  C.I.S.  He  also  said  that  by  the  collec- 
tive assurance  scheme  every  member  was  in- 
sured, and  in  proportion  to  tlteir  loyalty  to 
their  own  store  they  effected  an  insurance 
against  death  In  this  way,  in  the  case  of 
the  death  of  the  husband  4s.  in  the  pound 
on  avernge  annual  purchases  was  paid. 

Samples  of  C.W.S.  goods  were  distributed 
at  the  conclusion  of  a very  successful 
meeting. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 


The  Penartli  Committee  have  issued  a 
most  encouraging  report  for  the  quarter  just 
closed.  There  is  an  increase  in  the  share, 
loan,  and-  savings  bank  deposits,  and  there 
has  been  a large  increase  in  the  sales  of 
bread.  After  meeting  all  expenses,  tilers  is 
a surplus  of  £305  19s.  8d.,  permitting  the 
payment  of  a dividend  of  Gd.  in  the  pound. 

Cardiff  Society  has  sustained  a great  loss 
by  the  sudden  death  of  Mrs.  John,  who  was 
one  of  the  most  active  workers  in  the  move- 
ment in  South  Wales.  She  had  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  educational  committee  for  the 
last  eight  yeflns,  and  had  also  been  on  the 
management  committee.  She  was  a member 
of  the  Grange  Women’s  Guild,  and  her 
activities  embraced  committee  work  on  the 
Maternity  Committee  of  the  Cardiff  City 
Council,  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  the  Grunge  Distress 
Committee,  and  the  Grange  Labour  Party. 
She  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  at  ilie 
last  Guardians  Election.  At  the  time  of  her 
death  she  was  looking  forward  with  much 
interest  to  the  Women’s  Guild  Congress  to 
be  held  in  Cardiff  next  year.  Much  sym- 
pathy is  felt  with  Mr.  John  and  (he  growu-up 
family  in  their  great  less. 

Pursuing  the  advertising  oampaign,  the 
Cnidiff  Society  are  adopting  all  kinds  of 
“ stunts  ” to  increase  trade  and  attract  non- 
members.  Last  week,  prizes  value  £1,  15s.. 
and  10s.  were  offered  for  the  best  home-made 
sultana  cake,  and  this  competition  attracted 
over  sixty  entries.  Competitors  were 
allowed  to  use  their  own  recip.vi,  and  any 
SiZ/e  cake  was  eligible  for  the  competition. 
One  condition  was  that  all  ingredients  should 
he  purchased  from  the  society’s  stores,  and 
it  is  interesting  to  record  that  the  sales  of 
self-raising  flour  during  the  week  ending 
September  9th  were  doubled  as  compared 
with  any  previous  week. 

Of  the  sixty-three  competitors,  fifty-five 
sent  in  cakes,  and  the  judging  took  place  at 
the  Clinrles-«treet  cafe  on  Wednesday,  the 
judges  being  Messrs.  Card  ami  Burroughes, 
from  the  society’s  bakery,  Peiibyrch-strcei, 
nud  the  judging  was  watched  by  about  thirty 
cf  the  women  who  had  entered.  The  prizes 
were  awarded  as  follows:— 1.  Mrs.  Parnell; 
2,  Mrs.  Perry;  3,  Mrs.  E.  Turner;  and  a 
special  prize  was  awarded  Mrs.  Pearce, 
Subsequently  the  cakes  were  presented  to 
the  King  Edward  VII.  Hospital,  as  a g'ft 
from  the  society.  The  weekly  handbill  of  the 
society  is  becoming  mere  attractive  with 
each  succeeding  issue,  and  already  good 
results  have  been  attained. 

By  the  time  this  issue  of  the  “ News  ” is 
in  the  hands  of  readers,  Mr.  E.  W.  GiTskin, 
the  popular  manager  of  the  Card i/F  Society’ 
will  have  renounced  single  blessedness. 
Far  over  four  years,  ho  lias  been  wedded  lo 
the  onerous  position  lie  has  filled  with  dis- 
tinction, and  his  whole  energy  has  been 
directed  to  placing  the  Cardiff  Society  on  a 
sound  and  substantial  basis.  Every  mem- 
ber will  join  in  the  wish  that  the  newly- 
married  couple  will  enjoy  all  good  health  and 
happiness.  The  bride  is  Miss  Finch,  who 
was  formerly  manageress  in  th-*  society’s 
C'nvys-road  confectionery  department. 

In  spite  of  the  trade  depression,  the  New 
Tredegar  Society  is  forging  ahead.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  decision  to  erect  a new  butthery 
department  at  Phillipstown,  the  society  will 
alter  some  existing  buildings  at  the  Petjgnm 
Garden  Village  and  convert  these  into  shops. 
The  garage  at  Bargced  will  also  !>e  extended. 

After  a meet  successful  campaign  in  the 
Maesteg  and  Qiernu  area,  Mr.  G.  E. 
Griffiths,  national  organiser,  is  now  conduct- 
ing n similar  warfare  on  ignorance,  in  the 
Trekarris  district.  During  ten  days,  lie  will 
address  meetings  at  Treharris,  Trolewis, 
Ystrad  Mynacli,  arid  Mneycymmer.  The 
series  of  meetings  opeued  on  Monday  of  last 
week,  and  everything  pointed  to  most  suc- 
cessful results ; and  the  management  com- 
mittee deserve  to  be  complimented  on  their 
enterprise.  It  was  appropriate  that  the 
series  -should  open  with  a - meeting  of 
employees. 

The  co-operative  cafd  at  Cnidiff  ha's  now 
put  on  a standard  four-course  lunch,  which 
is  exceedingly  good  value  for  2s..  and  a large 
increase  in  the  number  of  Customers  is  con- 
fidently expected.  The  'meuu  will  h©  varied 
and  attractively  served  and  seats  reserved, 
if  necessnry.  Mr.  H.  Brown,  on  behulf  of. 
the  entering  department,  Is  sending  a strik- 
ing little  leaflet  to  all  business  and  profes- 


sional men  in  the  keality.  For  some  time 
now,  the  catering  department  has  been  mak- 
ing a speciality  of  wedding  breakfasts,  and 
with  the  completion  of  the  alteration  of  the 
premises  in  Clinrles-street,  partios  of  100  can 
be  catered  for  at.  socials,  whist  drives,  &<\ 
The  cafe  is  -certainly  one  of  the  best  ap- 
pointed in  the  city,  and  visitors  from  the 
hills  should  make  a point  of  sampling  the 
good  service,  well-cooked  meals,  and  the 
reasonable  tariff.  ^ 

For  many  years  there  has  lieen  a disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  co-operators  in  the 
Swansea  Valley  to  bring  about  a fusion  of 
ilie  several  societies  operating  from  Clydaeh 
to  Abererave  and  from  Ystalyfera  to 
G wa u tica egurwen . Until  recently,  however, 
no  definite  step  was  taken  to  bring  this 
about.  Some  months  ago,  the  ardent  and 
enthusiastic  members  of  the  various  societies 
Ivald  nil  unofficial  conference  nud  discussed 
tlie  question,  since  which  time  the  matter 
has  ewie  within  the  realm  of  practical  poli- 
tics, and  some  definite  proposals  are  ex- 
pected to  be  put  forward  shortly.  Operating 
in  a fairly  largely  populated  area,  the 
Alltwen  and  Pontardawe  Society  have  litile 
to  gain,  blit  the  “ urge  ” of  the  movement 
has  overcome  the  desire  to  remain  isolated, 
and  it  is  likely  that  the  advantages  of 
cheaper  transport  and  better  facilities, 
generally,  will  cause  the  few  wavering  mem- 
bers to  see  how  much  more  effective  co-opera- 
tion will  be  than  exclusiveness.  The  experi- 
ence cf  the  past  few  years  should  'prove 
beyond  the  possible  shadow  of  a doubt  that 
the  co-operators  of  the  Swansea  Valley  have 
everything  to  gain  and  nothing  whatever  to 
lcae  .by  a coalition  of  their  forces. 

The  officers  of  the  Cardiff  Wheal- 
sheaf  Recreation  Club  have  got  into 
winter  harness,  and  the  first  whist 
drive  of  the  season  will  be  held  on  Sep- 
tember 29th,  at  the  C.W.S.  Hall,  St.  Alary- 
street.  The  depot  staff  choir  held  their 
first  practice  and  business  meeting  on  Friday 
evening.  The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  club  will  be  held  on  tl>e  '22nd 
inst. 

* * * *- 

Several  societies  in  South  Wale-;  are  mak- 
ing a special  show  of  tlie  C.W.S.  Pioneer 
bulb  collection  and  probably,  it  is  not  gener- 
ally known  that  for  6s.,  carriage  paid,  an 
excellemt  assortment  of  100  bulbs  may  be 
obtained  through  any  society.  The  collection 
is  made  up  of  early  flowering  tulips,  daffodils, 
crocuses.  Spanish  iris,  snowdrops.  Seilla 
campanulatu,  special  tulips  for  growing  in- 
doors, and  one  mammoth  C.W.S.  hyacinth. 

Some  astonishing  figures  relative  to  the 
growth  of  collective  life  assurance!  in  the 
Western  Section  since  its  inception  to  June 
30th,  1922,  provide  food  for  thought  and 
encouragement.  No  less  than  15,245  claims 
have  been  paid  in  respect  of  members  be- 
lenging  to  seventy-six  societies,  and  the 
total  amount  paid  out  in  respect  of  these 
claims  is  £129,178  Os.  2d. 

Tlie -number  of  claims  and  amounts  paid 
out  in  respect  of  each  individual  society  in 
are  area  range  from  two  claims,  amounting 
to  £5' 6s.  10d.,  for  the  Pwll-y-glaw  Society, 
to  2,082  claims  in  respect  cf  the  Gloucester 
Society,  amounting  to  £11,607  16s.  6d. 

Mr.  Hugh  James  who,  for  a number  of 
3 ears,  has  held  the  position  of  manager  of 
the  Bryn  Society,  lias  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  Jllaendulais  Society,  Seven 
Sisters,  Neath,  and  will  commence  duties  at 
the  end  of  the  present  month.  The 
Blaendulais  Society,  has  had  a somewhat 
chequered  career,  but  there  is  now  every  in- 
dication that  the  movement  will  flourish  in 
this  remarkable  valley  which  lias  a very  rosy 
future  because  of  actual  and  potential  in- 
dustrial developments. 

The  Cardiff  depot  of  the  C.W.S.  lias  been 
visited  by  several  parties  during  the  past 
fortnight,  and  visitors  from  nil  parts  of  the 
Principality  find  inspiration  when  shown 
over  this  fine  building.  Tlie  staff  of  the 
Resolve n Society  recently  held  their  annual 
outing,  mul  Cardiff  was  one  of  the  centres 
of  their  itinerary.  They  visited  the  depot, 
and  were  shown  over  the  numerous  depart- 
ments by  Messrs.  Warren  and  Darch,  and 
enjoyed  a capital  spread  in  the  commodious 
dining-room.  Parties  of  members  of 
Women's  Guilds  visiting  the  depot  have  in- 
cluded contingents  from  Trelierbert,  Aber- 
dare,  and  Harry,  and  these  were  also  enter- 
tained at  lunch  and  tea. 


1922. 


The  question  of  placing  prim'l 
with  private  concerns  by  societies'?  °f'H 
for  well-merited  criticism  0„  fr,0,  ^ 

sions  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  y, 
there  are  two  co-operative  print 
at  Cardiff  and  Swansea;  in  arliliF  S0<^L 
C.W.S.  printing  works  at  ^ *9 

Chester.  All  three  establishment^  ’ H 

position  to  turn  out  in  execll..„A ar<! 
kinds  of  printing  from  a visiti,|Vt*?H 
mammoth  poster,  yet  some  soei.'tj^'  J 
to  send  their  printing  out  of  tli  ^ i 
private  printers.  It  is  inexp!i,,'w‘le“l 
those  responsible  of  these  a.  ts  ,,f  .j^' 
should  be  reminded  of  their  duty 
greater  movement.  " 10 

Mr.  John  Eager,  a prominent  West  ft , 
co-operator,  who  for  a number  of  Y(1_  ?] 
been  engineer  of  the  Gwendraeth  and  ft 
Port  Railway  Company  (covering  a l0ng  ^ 
and  a short  distance),  is  to  retire  frooti 
office  at  the  end  of  the  month,  the  com  | 
having  been  absorbed  by  the  Great  wJulj 
Railway  Company.  Mr.  Eager  has  bcenSl 
some  years  president  of  the  Burry  Port  ^ 

and  it  is  hoped  that  in  his  retirement  he ij'l 
be  able  to  give  more  time  to  lus  co-operathi 
and  other  efforts  on  behalf  of  good  cau$s. 

The  president  of  the  Stroud  Society  ()[, 
A.  E.  Price)  was  elected  to  that  uffiCeJj 
less,  than  twenty-seven  years  ago,  viz..  a 
1895,  and  he  had  served  on  the  i ' 
merit  committee  for  a little  more  than  tn 
years  prior  to  that  date.  For  the  last  L-r 
years  he  lias  been  chairman  of  the  boon 
and  wages  board  of  the  Gloucester  «d 
Hereford  district,  an  office  which  calls  for 
a good  deal  of  tact,  and  he  is  also  ri.. 
chairman  of  the  Western  Sectional  Cound! 
Hours  and  Wages  Board.  Keenly  L 
terested  in  educational  matters  Air.  Price 
desires  to  see  others  enjoy  a fuller  jsl 
broader  education  than  fell  to  his  lot  in  Li 
youth,  as  he  started  work  at  the  early  agt 
of  twelve.  His  positions  as  a governor  d 
the  Mareing  School  and  as  a member  eft!* 
Secondary  and  Technical  Schools’  Com-' 
mittee  therefore  give  him  opportunities  toj 
realise  some  of  his  ideals.  Mr.  Price  in 
member  of  the  Urban  District  Council  aod 
one  of  the  overseers  for  the  parish  il 
Uplands,  where  he  resides.  Despite  hii; 
§ix tv-seven  years,  lie  is  hale  and  hearty 
and  a capable  leader  of  co-operation  in  fl 
district  which  is  noted  for  its  sirs'  i 
opinions. 

Lydney  lies  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Fond  I 
of  Dean,  but  is  affected  by  the  coal  and  iron  j 
trade  of  the  district,  and  it  is  gratifying  It.) 
hear  that  the  co-operators  there  are  holding  J 
their  own  in  these  troublous  times.  Though  j 
the  dividend  was  but  6d.  in  the  pound  list 
term  the  committee  are  very  pleased  with  the  J 
continued  loyal  support  of  the  members.  AH  I 
societies  in  the  area  are  looking  with  interest  I 
on  the  scheme  on  foot  for  providing  electricity 
for  power  and  lighting  purposes  fur  the  Foust  j 
of  Dean.  It  is  also  good  to  hear  that  at  M 
two  more  shafts  are  about  to  be  sunk  for  cc 

The  annual  report  of  the  Western  Sectiol  j 
Co-operative  Educational  Association  is inW^  J 
smaller  than  last  year,  and  also  lacks  Ik  J 
statistical  information  of  the  work  of  society  j 
in  the  area.  However,  the  reason  is  not  In 
to  setk,  and  Mr.  Abel  Morgan  (secretary)  j 
points  out  -once  -again  that  the  indust 
Struggle  of  1921  had  very  marked  effects  up71  J 
the  educational  activities  of  the  section. 

The  junior  classes  in  some  districts  hM* 
been  seriously  hampered  by  education  an 
ritiea  refusing  to  allow  the  use  of  schools.  | 
classes  have  had  to  be  discontinued.  p 
than  thirty-two  societies  and  seVCD^e 
women’s  guilds  subscribed  to  the  fund5- 
third  annual  report  is,  after  all,  an  encourag1 
one. 


GlotK*8*® 

farm5 


The  central  branch  of  the 
Women's  Guild  visited  the  co-operative 
at  Churchdown,  Gloucester,  a fi'iv  ' • ^ 
At  the  end  of  a tiring  journey,  sonlc  ^i 
having  been  tramped,  the  ladies  eJP  ^ 
themselves  as  well  satisfied  with  l‘ver'  0f 
Beautiful  weather  added  to  the  pleas0 
the  visit. 


Watford  Society’s  Wlieaishejf 

the  photographs  of  the  horses  « , 

so  successful  in  the  recent  horse  > "prize5. 
five  entrants  the  society  secured  j 

In  the  heavy  class  local  the  tociet)  higW/ 
with  three  horses  first,  third.  the 

commended,  whilst  in  the  open  i “ follnb  f 
same  type  of  horse  it  was  «'vljr  ^ ffith 
prize.  In  the  trotting  vanner-  1 ‘ pri*®  I 
two  horses  the  society  obtains 
and  highly  commended  in  the  lo«'n 
m the  open  class  another  fourth  P 
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piin  NEW  SERIAL. 

HOVV  THE  STORY  GOES. 

begin  reading  now. 

„.ssw:v,  n'onoe  delightful  liomlet,  oon- 
l,v  the  discovery  of  coal  m the 

"ffijood.  into  a l'lnee  °f  P“?. 

|)t8irips  mills,  workshops,  aucT  slums,  is 
itt  which  the  story  opens, 
wfllioui  Oldroyd  n working  engineer, 
"lit  there  to  place  machinery  at  the  nit- 
Hfsair  possibilities.  Chance  gave  him 
rkip  lease  of  n Rite  wonted  by  lichkusi- 
“ people,  and  lie-profited  by  tile  clian.o 
riJure  capital  to  start  business  for  him- 
if  The  successful  completion  of  Ins  first 
Wiob  established  his  reputation.  In- 
Bjine  orders  led  to  enlargement  of  Ins 
Ss  nud  extension  of  his  stall,  and  he 
wanie  one  of  the  men  who  counted  at 
Kr..«lev  All  invitation  to  a political 
itetin"  brought  him  face  to  lace  with  tho 
Sw!r  of  Sir  Francis  OllUrehew,  and  a 
^termination  to  win  her  affections  seized 
Fame  was  already  in  his  grasp 
Ain  one  of  the  dark  pages  from  Ins  own 
'st  obtruded  itself. 

Trifles  did  not  deter  a man  like  Oldroyd. 
m,  daughter  placed  in  safe  keeping  where 
die  would  not  prove  an  encumbrance  to  mm, 
lit  be,ra"  his  conquest  of  the  heart  of  Miss 
Ollersbaw  by  inviting  her  father  to  perform 
llic  official  opening  of  a library  lie  lmd  pre- 
wnted  to  the  town.  For  the  first  tune  lie 
failed  to  make  the  impression  lie  contem- 
plated. Another  stroke  of  luck  came  his 
ivay.  however,  in  the  shape  of  n workman, 
rallied  Purchase,  with  an  invention  to  sell  of 
which  more  is  to  be  heard.  Meanwhile 
fliere  are  Ransley  people  who  are  liegiiming 
to  fear  this. amazing  Oldroyd  who.  six  years 
lifter  he  readied  the  place  with  less  than 
£50,  owns  wealth  and  presents  parks  and 
libraries  to  the  public. 


Chapter  IV. 

Fob  a minute  or  two  after  Rose's  depar- 
f tare,  the  two  men  smoked  in  silence.  It 
; ims  perhaps  a testimony  to  the  depth  of 
their  friendship  that' they  could  enjoy  each 
other's  company  without  the  stimulus  of 
i . words. 

“I  was  interested  in  your  opinion  of 
| Oldroyd.  John  .broke  in  at  last.  “He  is 
I coming  here  this  afternoon.” 

“Coming  here!”  exclaimed  Till,  taking 
his  pipe  nut  of  his  mouth  and  sitting  up  as 
if  something  red-hot  had  touched  his  back. 
f»  -Oldroyd  coming  bore!  What  on  earth 
i f°r-S" 

“ I’ve  invented  a machine,”  be  said, 
slowly.  “ I began  it  long  before  I came  to 
r Ransley.  That  shed  in  the  back  garden  is 
, my  workshop.  You  never  guessed  what  I 
f nvis  tinkering  at  in  there.  No  one  did.  It 
p has  been  like  chasing  a shadow  for  years, 
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but  I've  caught  it  at  last,  and  I fancy 
there's  a fortune  in  it.” 

-‘‘Are  you  going  to  show  it  to  Oldroyd? 

Till  asked.  -Js  it  protected?” 

. He's  coming  here  purposely  to  look  at 
d."  Purchase  answered.  “ It  is  not 
patented.  1 haven’t  the  money  for  that; 
hut  I've  taken  precautions — all  that  were 
possible.” 

. MVliat  kind,”  Till  inquired 
“I’ve  got  a solicitor  to  draw  up  a deed 
of  partnership,  or  agreement,  or  whatever 
d is.  Until  it's  signed  my  secret  remains 
Jv,th  me.  Merely  looking  at  the  thing  will 
wll  him  nothing,  except  that  I’ve  succeeded, 
"jddd  you  like  to  see  it?" 

No,"  was  the  prompt  reply.  “Not 
hjl  it's  disposed  of.  If  you  take  my  ad- 
riee,  you  will  lie  careful  about  showing  it 
to  nnyone  except  possible  purchasers’” 

" I have  been  careful,”  Pu’rchas 
saD«'!iure,l-  11  Even  Rose  does  not  suspect. 

. Then  I’ll  leave  yon  to  deal  with  him, 
said  Till,  rising.  “I  needn't  tell  you  that 
‘hope  your  expectations  will  be  fulfilled.' 

As  soon  as  Tilt's  footsteps  died  away.  Pur- 
*base  opened  the  back  doer  and  stepped  into 
a lung  strip  of  garden,  on  one  side  of  which 
sto°r|  ;i  wooden  shed.  This  he  unlocked  and 
entered,  emerging  a minute  later  with  a 
■ °ouen  box  about  three  feet  long  and  two 
q.i  "‘J0  a,,d  deep. 

] t e the  box  was  fastened  by  a pad- 
,1  • This  he  removed,  leaving  the  key  in 
ie  lock.  On  lifting  the  lid.  the  sides, 
iii’b  were  hinged  to  the  bottom,  dro| 

’ ‘caving  in  full  view  a machine  whose 
rbn  1 i,ll'SI11'  *.'‘‘"5  confined  in  a small  space. 
,'(|  a complicated  appearance.  From  tht 
mil  of  it  hung  a narrow  strip  of  doth 
11  soft,  glossy  surface, 
tk  'r  i'stening  a handle  from  the  inside  of 
tfi°  .^urt;hsn-<i  inserted  it  at  the  side  of 
e machine  and  began  to  turn.  In  n flash 
e wheels  and  cranks  leapt  into  motion 
t.  V,,|K  faster  and  faster  ns  the  handle  in- 
wiU Se<  'ts  sPeed-  Purchase’s  eyes  gleamed 


ruiciiiises  « 

jt *  l f>nde  as  he  watched  the  movements, 
'v»s  the  child  of  his  brain,  the  outcome 
*:  *'*u9  , patient  thought  and  toil,  a crea- 
1 without  a blemish  or  flaw. 

*<%l  t'  ’•  t'ucvr  a sfieet  over  it 


M 
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gating  his  pipe_  safc  down.  To  all  ap- 
leli  'Ie  "’as  perfectly  calm;  but  he 

durt  i l rt  beating  rapidly,  and  thought 
All  u-  a,.?ut  b‘R  brain  like  trout,  in  n pool 
Poor  ,sv'k‘  )>£ 1 had  Worked  hard  and  1: 

• Amy  it  stretched  out  before  him 


promised  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey. 

His  meditations  were  brought  to  an  end 
by  the  sound  of  wheels  which  came  to  a 
halt,  followed  by  footsteps  and  a peremptory 
knocking  at  the  door.  Purchase  rose  and 
opened  it,  to  find  Oldroyd  there. 

“ So  tliis  is  where  you  live,”  he  remarked, 
stepping  inside  uninvited,  and  glancing 
round  at  the  furniture  with  a measuring 
eve.  “ A pretty  long  walk  in  winter,  isn't 
it?” 

” Yes,”  said  Purchase.  “ But  it’s  plea- 
sant all  the  rest  of  the  year,  and  I'm  rather 
fond  of  flowers.” 

Humn!"  Oldroyd  grunted.  “’Well, 
where’s  this  invention  of  yours?  I haven’t 
much  time  to  spare.” 

Instead  of  answering.  Purchase  lifted  the 
iver  from  his  model,  and  stood  aside.  For 
a few  moments  Oldroyd  stared  at*  it  as  if  it 
had  growled  at  him,  then  stepped  closer, 
letting  his  glance  run  over  the  mechanism 
with  swift,  critical  jerks  in  which  there  was 
something  of  admiration  for  the  finished 
workmanship  it  displayed. 

“ A weaving  machine,”  he  commented 
at  last.  “What  is  there  about  it  that’s 
new  ?” 

“ Look  at  the  cloth.”  said  Purchase.  “ It 
leaves  the  machine  with  that  finish  on  it. 
At  present  two  distinct  processes  are  re- 
quired to  obtain  it.  I get  it  by  a single 
movement,  while  weaving,  and  thus  save 
at  least  25  per  cent,  in  time  and  cost.  If 
you  turn  the  handle  you  will  see  for  your- 
self.” 

Oldroyd  turned  the  handle  for  several 
minutes  at  twenty  different  speeds,  watch- 
ing the  movements  closely.  His  active 
brain  had  become  tense  and  alert.  He 
knew  that  this  was  no  toy.  It  contained 
potentialities  on  whose  value  it  wa-s  diffi- 
cult to  place  a limit.  His  eyes  glittered  as 
he  thought  that  he  had  only  n workman  to 
deal  with.  it  _ .. 

• It  is  an  ingenious  contrivance.”  he  re- 
marked at  last.  “ How  is  it  done?” 

“ That  is  my  secret,  Mr.  Oldroyd,”  was 
the  quiet  answer.  “ It  is  only  necessary 
for  me  to  demonstrate  that  it  can  be  done.” 
Oldroyd’s  face  became  expressionless,  and 
he  spoke  in  a tone  of  well-feigned  indiffer- 
ence. “ There  may  be  something  In  it," 
he  admitted.  “But  you  will  have  a diffi- 
culty in  putting  it  on  the  market.  It  would 
cost  a lot  of  money,  and  there  is  always  a 
chnnoe  of  it  being  anticipated.” 

“ If  it  did  not  require  money."  Purchase 
answered,  “ I should  not  need  anyone’s 
help.  Once  the  patent  is  granted  there  will 
be  nothing  to  fear  from  competitors.” 
Evg-ry  nerve  in  Oldroyd's  body  tightened. 
The  thing  was  not  patented.  It  was  any- 
body's idea — if  they  knew  the  secret,  and 
there  was  money  in  it,  heaps  and  streams 
of  money,  more  than  he  had  ever  dreamed 
of  possessing.  He  must  bluff  this  clever  fool 
by  a pretence  of  generosity. 

“ You  may  be  right,”  he  admitted.  “ But 
theories  have  a habit  of  falling  to  pieces 
under  actual  tests.  That  risk  cannot  be 
avoided.  If  you  like  to  leave  the  matter 
ii  my  hands!  I'll  give  it  careful  thought, 
,.nd,  providing  I determine  to  go  on  with 
it,  make  a proposal  that  you  can  consider- — 
one  worth  con  sidering.” 

“That  will  not  do,  Mr.  Oldroyd,”  Pur- 
chase answered.  “ Nothing  but  definite 
terms  will  satisfy  me.” 

Oldroyd  lifted  his  brows.  “.Very  w 
he  said!  “ for  the  absolute  and  sole  rights 
of  manufacture  and  sale  I’ll  give  you  a hun- 
dred pounds  down  and  10  per  cent,  of  the 
profit.” 

“ I believe  the  privilege  of  putting  a price 
on  my  own  property  belongs  to  me,”  said 
Purchase  quietly. 

Oldroyd  glanced  at  him  sharply.  “ That 
of  course,”  he  said.  “ I'm  simply  telling 
you  what  it's  worth — to  me.” 

“ Then  we  had  better  leave  it  at  that,” 
Purchase  answered.  “ We  are  wasting  our 
time.” 

“Why?”  Oldroyd  inquired. 

“ Because  our  ideas  of  value  are  too  wide 
apart  to  be  reconciled,”  was  the  firm  answer. 

Oldroyd  bit  his  lip  and  half  closed  his 
eyes  to  hide  the  anger  in  them.  “ What 
is  your  idea?”  he  asked,'  curtly. 

Purchase  took  a couple  of  document: 
from  a drawer,  and  held  out  one  to  Oldroyd, 
saying:  “ I’ve  had  it  put  in  legal  terms  by 
a solicitor.  Perhaps  yon  will  read  it." 

Oldroyd  opened  the  paper,  and  read  with 
a gathering  frown,  then  tossed  it  cn  the 
table  with  a scornful  gesture.  “ Five  hun- 
dred pounds  and  two-fifths  of  the  profit,’ 
he  snapped.  “Why  not  ask  for  the  lot?” 
“ Because  it  would  be  absurd,”  was  the 
prompt  reply.  “1  am  making  a reasonable 
proposition,  and  I give  you  the  first  chance 
of  refusing  it.”  _ 

“ L expect  that  from  anyone  I employ, 
was  the  sharp  rejoinder. 

“ We  had  better  understand  one  another, 
Mr.  Oldroyd,"  said  Purchase.  “ You  em- 
ploy me  because  it  pays  you  to  do  so.  I 
earn  my  wages — and  something  over,  or  you 
would  not  keep  me.  That  being  so,  I am 
under  no  obligations  to  give  you  a chance. 
You  are  the  most  convenient  person  to  ap- 
proach. If  you  fail  me,  I shall  go  to  the 
next  most  convenient  person.  That’s  the 
position.  I have  something  to  sell.  1 ve 
I stated  my  price.  Are  you  a buyer?” 


Oldroyd  concealed  his  chagrin- by  keeping 
silent.  ' “ That  is  not  a question  I can 
answer  immediately,”  he  said  at  last.  “It 
requires  proper  consideration  and  discus- 
sion.” 

No,”  said  Purchase,  firmly.  “ My 
terms  are  not  open  to  discussion.  This 
■bine  can  be  made  for  a hundred  and  fifty 
pounds.  It’s  such  a big  improvement  _on 
any  existing  machine  that  no  cloth  manu- 
facturer dare  ignore  it.  I am  not  a traveller, 
but  I’ll  guarantee  to  go  on  the  road  and 
sell  five  thousand  in  the  next  two  years 
at  five  hundred  pounds  each.  That  means 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  clear 
profit — probably  more.  If  you  jib  at  letting 
mo  have  two-fifths  of  it,  well.  I must  find 
someone  who  won’t,  that’s  all.” 

I’ll  think  it  over  and  give  you  my  de- 
cision on  Monday,”  said  Oldroyd. 

“ As  you  please,”  Purchase  answered. 
‘.Only  you  may  be  too  late  then.  To-mor- 
row 1 have  another  gentleman  coming.  If 
he  accepts  my  terms,  I shall  close  with 
him.” 

Oldroyd  stood  perfectly  still,  thinking 
deeply.  All  his  shrewd  business  instincts 
were  alert.  He  knew  the  price  asked  was 
reasonable,  hut  his  failure  to  shake  one  of 
his  own  workmen  enraged  him.  He  was 
too  keen,  however,  to  allow  any  such  feel- 
ings to  push  a bargain  out  of  reach.  Pick- 
ing up  tne  document  again,  he  read  it  more 
retullv. 

“Listen  to  me.  Purchase,”  he  said,  in 
more  friendly,  tones,  “I’m  a business  man, 
and  like  to  do  things  on  business  lines.  You 
re  not  giving  me  time  to  look  at  this  matter 
in  all  its  bearings,  but  you  are  asking  me 
to  undertake  a big  task.  It  would  mean 
extra  works  and  special  machinery.  Are 
you  quite  fair  to  me?” 

“ Absolutely,"  was  the  unexpected  reply 
“ I am  not  going  an  inch  beyond  what  is 
necessary  for  my  own  protection.  I give 
you  credit  for  seeing  the  value  of  my  inven- 
tion, also  for  being  too  shrewd  a man  to 
let  it  slip  through  your  fingers.  If  it  is  not 
convenient  to  pay  five  hundred  pounds  at 
once,  1 will  take  it  by  instalments.  This 
machine  has  cost  me  five  years  of  thought 
and  labour.  I have  stuck  to  it  in  face  of 
repeated  failures,  and  I am  asking  you  for 
two-fifths  of  the  profit.  I stand  or  fall  by 
its  success.” 

“ Plus  five  hundred  pounds,”  Oldroyd 
corrected. 

“Yes,”  Purchase  agreed;  “as  recom- 
pense for  my  labour  and  for  giving  y 
monopoly.  It  is  not  a big  figure.” 

Oldroyd  was  silent  for  a time,  then  turned 
and  examined  the  fabric  hanging  from  the 
front  of  the  machine.  It  was  perfect  in 
every  detail.  It  meant  a revolution  in  the 
doth  industry.  It  meant — he  saw  a vision 
of  Moorwood  Hall,  with  Miss  Ollersbaw 
standing  on  the  lawn  looking  down  at  him 
with  proud  black  eyes  from  a superior 
height.  With  a twist  of  his  lips  he  turned 
round  and,  picking  up  the  agreement,  read 
it  once  more.  It  had  been  written  by  a 
lawyer,  and  left  no  loophole  for  evasion. 

" This,”  he  said,  tapping  it  with  a 
finger,  “ requires  nothing  hut  the  dates 
and  signatures.  I hare  made  up  my  mind 
to  risk  it.  Tell  my  man  to  come  in  and 
witness.  Have  you  a pen  and  ink?” 

He  sat  down  spreading  the  paper  flat  on 
the  table,  while  Purchase  fetched  au  ink- 
pot and  pen,  then  went  to  -the  door  and 
(ailed  to  the  man,  who  was  sitting  in  the 
dog-cart  looking  inexpressibly  bored-.  He 
descended  with  alacrity  and  entered  the 
house  hat  in  hand. 

“ Come  here,  Thomas,”  said  Oldroyd, 
“ and  watch  us  sign  these  papers.  I know 
you  can  write  your  name.”  He  filled  in 
the  date  and  affixed  his  signature  to  both 
agreements.  Purchase  signed  also,  and  the 
two  watched  the  groom  scrawl  his  name  in 
large  letters  at  the  side. 

“That  will  do,"  said  Oldroyd,  and, 
taking  a cheque  book  from  his  pocket  as 
the  man  retired,  filled  in  and  tore  out  the 
first  page. 

“There’s  your  money,"  he  said;  “five 
hundred  pounds.  On  Monday  we  will  dis- 
cuss the  matter  fully  and  get  to  business. 
This  will  be  a bigger  thing  than 
imagine,  and  I am  not  letting  grass  grow 
on  it.” 

Purchase  folded  the  cheque  inside  the 
agreement  with  fingers  that  trembled  a 
little,  then  placed  it  in  an  inner  pocket  of 
his  coat.  “ Thank  you,”  lie  said.  “ I will 
bring  all  particulars  with  me  on  Monday. 
I have  a complete  plan  for  dealing  with 
production.” 

“Good!”  said  Oldroyd.  “There  is  only 
one  thing  I wish  to  warn  you  against.  \\ 
must  keep  our  mouths  shut  till  the  patent 
is  granted,  and"  we  are  secure.  By  then  I 
shall  be  ready  to  drop  the  machine  on  the 
market  like  a bombshell.  I suppose  you: 
wife  knows  all  about  it?” 

•■No,”  said  Purchase.  “She  is  aware 
that  T have  been  making  something,  but 
it  might-  be  a water-wheel  so  far  as  her 
knowledge  of  its  purpose  goes.  I intend 
givine  her  an  ngreeable  surprise.” 

“That  is  n kind  of  caution  one  seldom 
meets  with."  Oldroyd  commented.  “ Exer- 
cise it  a little  longer  and  you  will- what 

the  devil’s  that?" 

A dull  roar,  followed  by  a concussion 


that  made  the  windows  rattle,  left  them 
staring  at  each  other  in  silent  alarm.  Then 
Purchase  flung  the  back  door  open  and 
stared  across  the  fields. 

Look!”  he  cried  excitedly.  “There’s 
smoke  coming  out  of  the  shaft  at  Moor- 
bank  Pit.  It's  an  explosion,  and  the  men 
are  working -overtime  I Mv  God!  - There’s 
larly  three  hundred  of  them  below!” 
Oldroyd  gazed  at  the  distant  column  of 
smoke  with  startled  eyes.  “ I’m  afraid 
you  are  l ight,"  lie  said.  “ You’d  better 
•ome  with  me  in  the  trap.  I’ll  drive  you 
there.” 

No,”  cried  Purchase,  snatching  his 
cap.  “ I’ll  get  there  quicker  across  the 
fields.  You  drive  round  by  the  read.” 
The  next  moment  lie  was  tearing  down 
the  garden. 

Oldroyd,  stunned  by  the  suddenness  of 
the  shock,  stood  watching  him  lor  a 
minute,  unable  to  move,  then  turned  and 
grasped  his  hat.  As  he  did  so  his  glance 
fell  on  the  machine,  and  he  caused.  They 
were  leaving  it  in  an  empty  house,  unpro- 
tected. It  was  (sheer  madness.  He  looked 
at  it  again,  then  closed  the  box  and  locked 
it,  putting  the  key  in  his  pocket. 

At  that  moment  lie  was  moved  by 
nothing  but  prudence.  Calling  his  r/an, 
he  told  him  to  put  the  box  on  the  dog-cart 
and  take  it  to  the  works.  “ Here  is  the 
key  of  my  office,”  he  said.  “ Put  the  box 
on  the  floor  and  don't  forget  to  lock  the 
door  when  you  come  out.  Then  drive  to 
Moorbank  Pit.  I am  going  across  the 
fields  to  see  what  has  happened.” 
Purchase,  whose  eir.ewy  body  and  long 
legs  enabled  him  to  cover  the  footpath  at 
a rapid  pace,  reached  the  pit  shaft  within 
ten  minutes  of  leaving  his  cottage,  but 
not  before  a seething  mass  cf  excited 
jieople  had  gathered  in  the  yard.  In  the 
foreground,  many  of  them  carrying 
children,  stood,  half  a circle  of  anxious 
women  whese  men  worked  in  the  mine,  and 
the  mnte  agony  in  their  faces  silenced 
those  who  had  been  drawn  there  by 
:uriosity. 

The  huge  wheel,  spinning  as  fast  as  the 
engine  could  drive  it.  was  drawing  up 
colliers  from  workings  not  affected  by  the 
explosion.  As  the  grimy  faces  came  into 
,ight  cries  of  recognition  rcee  from  their 
relatives  and  friends.  As  soon  as  lie  had 
made  his  escape  known,  each  collier  re- 
turned to  a spot  near  the  shaft  where 
others  were  gathered  round  the'chief  over- 
seer. The  answers  they  gave  to  his  curt 
questions  made  it  clear  that  the  explosion 
had  been  confined  to  a main  working  in 
which  about  a hundred  men  and  boys  were 
employed.  With  one  or  two  exceptions 
those  from  other  parts  had  reported  them- 
selves, but  neither  man  nor  message  came 
from  the  suspected  area. 

Purchase,  a little  breathless  with  exer- 
tion, pushed  his  way  through  the  crowd, 
and,  reaching  the  group  of  colliers,  took 
the  overseer  aside. 

“ You  don’t  know  me,”  he  said.  “ Hut 
I am  a working  engineer  with  a lot  of  pit 
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experience.  If  you  will  let  me  go  down 
with  the  first  batch  I may  see  chances  that 
they  would  miss.”  . 

The  other  looked  at  him  keenly.  ^ ' 1 

suppose  you  know  there  is  danger?”  he 
asked . „ 

“ There  may  he,”  John  admitted.  “ But 

I am  prepared  to  risk  it.  I might  save  a 
lot  of  time  and  labour  if  there  is  any 
clearing  to  be  done." 

The  overseer  nodded,  and  after  glancing 
at  the -now  almost  invisible  smoke  haze 
turned  to  the  colliers  he  had  selected  to 
go  down  first.  “ 1 want  you  chaps  to  be 
careful,”  he  said.  "Feel  your  way  step 
bv  step.  Nothing  i<s  to  be  gained  bv  taking 
unnecessary  risks.  As  soon  as  you  let  me 
know  what  has  happened  1 will  organise 
things  and  come  down  myself.” 

Oldrovd.  moving  much  more  slowly  than 
Purchase,  arrived  in  time  to  see  him  step 
inside  the  cage.  The  sight  staggered  lnm, 
and  he  stared  at  the  descending  repe  in 
fascinated  wonder.  It  was  evident  Tin  at 
Purchase  had  joined  a rescue  party  1 hoy 
might  find  it  impossible  to  proceed  far,  or 
tliev  might  go  into  darkness  and  dangei. 
In  * the  pa  vise  which  followed  suspense, 
nerve  trying-  and  painful,  took  hold  or  tne 
vast  throng.  People  spoke  in  awed 
whispers,  trying  to  reassure  each  otlier 
with  optimistic  prophecies,  but  they  could 
not  hide  the  fear  which  mode  every  face 
look  pale  and  strained. 

Slowly  the  minutes  crawled  by.  l ive, 
ten.  fifteen,  twenty,  then  without  warn- 
ing the  earth  shook  suddenly  beneath 
their  feet,  and  a tearing,  hissing  roar  rose 
from  the  pit,  dragging  m its  wake  a dense 
column  of  smoke  that  shot  skyward  with 
amazing  force.  The  mass  of  onlookers 
shrunk  back  from  the  spectacle  as  it  some 
huge  beast  had  stuck  its  head  out  of  the 
earth  and  snarled  at  them. 

The  meaning  of  it  shot  through  Old- 
rovd’s  mind  like  a gleam  of  light  A second 
explosion  had  occurred,  probably  in  the 
very  face  of  the  rescuers.  And  Purchase 
was  with  them!  The  agreement  and 
cheque  were  in  his  pocket.  If  lie  were 
dead  - Oldroyd  s glance  shot  round 

suspiciously  as  though  he  feared  someone 
might  guess  his  thoughts,  then  fixed  lU-elf 
upon  the  spreading  column  of  smoke. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 
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JUST  A LITTLE  TALK 


PBEAT  things  are  happening  in  the  C.W.S. 
'■*  Boot  and  Shoe  Sections;  and  at  all 
centres  stocks  of  “Whcatsheaf  ” goods 
are  now  available  for  societies  anxious  to 
take  advantage  of  the  excellent  goods  that 
have  been  got  out  at  fixed  prices. 

From  Leicester,  which  specialises  on  women's 
and  girl's  shoes  and  boots,  the  10s.  9d.  and 
12s.  6d.  lines  are  being  freely  supplied,  as 
well  as  a new  shoe  in  box  calf  and  glace 
kid  at  16s.  6d.  This  is  a very  smart  line, 
and  managers  should  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  introducing  it  to  their  members. 

Boys'  boots  have  long  been  a special  feature 
of  the  productions  of  the  works  at  Leeds 
and  Rushden,  and  these,  the  “Wheatsheaf" 
brand,  are  ready  for  sale  in  all  co-operative 
stores.  There  is  an  excellent  opportunity  at 
the  moment  of  helping  forward  co-operative 
production  in  this  department,  and  a BIG 
DEMAND  FOR  BOVS’  BOOTS  IS 
WANTED  to  help  to  keep  the  factories 
in  good  employment. 

Special  stocks  are  available  of  the  men’s 
special  boots  at  I4s.  lid.,  16s.  6d,,  and  21s. 
This  latter  is  a particularly  fine  line,  with 
winter  substance  sole,  that  should 
secure  its  prompt  sale  wherever  well  shown. 
There  is  also  good  activity  in  the  nurseries 
department,  and  the  Derby  works  are 
awaiting  orders  from  societies  everywhere 
for  children's  and  infants'  footwear. 

Next  week  we  shall  publish  a few  more 
details  with  regard  to  the  "Wheatsheaf” 
boots  now  on  offer  for  the  winter. 

Meanwhile,  co-operators  everywhere  should 
ask  to  see  at  thein  stores  the 
shoes  now  mentioned,  and  set  the 
“Wheatsheaf"  fashion  in  footwear. 
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SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  23,  1922. 


MORE  WAR  MADNESS. 

WE  have  this  week  been  faced  with  the  gritn  fact  that 
the  British  Government,  with . Parliament  in  recess, 
had  invited  the  Colonies,  France  and  Italy,  Roumania 
and  Jugo  Slavia  to  join  with  it  in  military  and  naval 
measures  against  Turkey  and  her  possible  ally,  Bulgaria. 

General  Smuts  told  us  that  another  war  in  Europe 
would  mean  neither  more  nor  less  than  a lapse  into 
barbarism.  Europe  has  been  invited  to  suffer  the  lapse, 
if  not  to  take  an  actual  leap  into  that  barbarism  which, 
in  truth,  did  not  seem  far  off  without  another  war. 

The  demonstration  made  against  the  armed  Turkish 
Nationalists  (who  armed  them,  by'the  way  ?)  is  described 
as"a  measure  to  secure  the  “ Freedom  of  the  Straits.” 

The  Dardanelles,  the  Bosporus,  and  the  Sea  of 
Marmora  constitute  the  connecting  link  between  the 
Black  Sea  and  the  Mediterranean.  In  other  words,  if 
Southern  Russia,  Bulgaria,  Roumania,  and  parts  of 
Turkey  want  to  trade  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  or  vice 
versa,  it  can  only  be  done  through  that  passage.  It  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  fitness  of  things  that  one 
power  should  be  able  to  control  or  even  to  hamper  the 
shipping  between  the  other  States  of  the  civilized  world. 
In  wartime  such  freedom  cannot  be  promised  with  any 
reliable  guarantee  for  the  power,  or  powers,  in  control 
of  the  Straits — whoever  those  powers  might  be — would 
open  or  close  them  at  will,  no  matter  what  guarantees 
were  given,  just  as  Britain  would  open  or  close  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  That  is  the  plain  lesson  of  history. 
In  peace,  however,  the  freedom  of  this  passage  is  highly 
desirable.  All  who  believe  in  the  Freedom  of  the  Seas 
must  consistently  demand  the  freedom  of  these  Straits  ; 
but,  when  it  comes  to  insisting  upon  it,  it  is  not  Britain's 
job,  nor  France’s  job,  nor  Italy’s  job,  either  collectively 
or  individually,  to  secure  that  condition.  It  is  the  job 
of  the  League  of  Nations. 

To  compensate  Greece  for  her  efforts  in  the  late  war, 
and  to  punish  the  Turk,  the  Allies  ceded,  to  Greece  part 
of  Asia  MinoY  and  Thrace/'  The  former  spoil  included 
Smyrna,  which  since  700  years  before  Christ  has  been 
the  greatest  seaport  of  Asia  Minor.  Turkey  and  Greece 
the  former  encouraged  by  France  and  the  latter  en- 
couraged by  Britain — have  been  at  war  on  their  own 
account.  The  Greeks  have  been  routed.  The  Turks 
have  stated  their  peace  terms.  They  claim  the  right 
of  free^  access  to  their  own  capital  which  the  Allied 
troops  still  occupy,  the  restoration  of  Eastern  Thrace, 
and  the  payment  of  an  indemnity  by  Greece.  If  Turkey,' 
following  the  example  of  the  victors  of  the  West,  claims 
the  fruits  of  victory,  what  moral  title  have  we  to  object  ? 
Why  should  not  the  uncivilised  Turk,  in  a spirit  of 
flattering  imitation,  follow  our  civilised  lead  ? 

The  ugly  fact  is  that  our  peace  has  risen  up  against 

The  British  Government's  invitation  to  the  Colonies 
and  to  the  Allies  to  join  forces  against  the  Turk  has 
resulted  in  the  withdrawal  of  French  and  Italian  troops 
from  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  Straits.  It  is  clear  that  if 
Britain  fights  she  will  fight  alone  except  for  what  help 
our  colonies  will  give— and  they  are  asking  for  " details.” 
Our  colonies  ! Surely  it  has  been  a refined  cruelty 
to  conjure  up  at  this  time  the  sacrifices  of  our  colonies 
at  Gallipoli,  and  to  use  the  memory  of  those  sacrifices  to 
whip  the  manhood  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand  into 
action  once  more.  Turkey  has  always  had  friends  in 
this  country.  There  was  a time  when  these  Turcophile 
statesmen  sent  "our  boys”  of  another  generation  to 
perish  from  wounds  and  pestilence  on  the  Crimea  even 
while  popular  clamour  held  that  the  Turk  was  alien 
to  Europe.  It  seems  but  yesterday  that  our  men  were 
fighting  Turkey,  allied  with  Russians  to  whom  not  only 
Britain  but  her  Crimean  ally — France — had  promised 
Constantinople  as  a legitimate  share  of  her  spoils  from 
the  war.  Well  might  Leonard  Woolf  observe  in  " The 
Future  of  Constantinople  ” that  ” the  graves  before 
Sevastopol  must  always  stand  as  a mockery  of  the  graves 
on  Gallipoli." 

We  commend  that  observation  to  those  who  are 
calling  upon  our  colonies  to  think  of  the  Anzac  graves. 

“ Shall  our  sacrifice  have  been  in  vain  ? ” ask  the\spirits 
of  Gallipoli.  “ Shall  our  sacrifice  have  been  in  vain  ? ” 
echo  the  spirits  of  the  Crimea. 

We  want  an  end  of  such  sacrifices.  A war  to  exclude 
the  Turk  from  Constantinople  would  call  up  the  hatred 
of  the  Moslems  in  India,  Egypt,  and  Mesopotamia,  and 
in  the  French  possessions  in  Africa,  including,  no  doubt, 
those  who  occupy  German  territory’-,  and  would  speedily 
convince  us  of  the  truth  of  the  prediction  by  Genera’l 
Smuts.  If  we  are  to  take  such  a step,  it  must  not  be 
while  Parliament  is  in  recess  nor  should  it  be  taken  at 
the  instigation  of  a Government  discredited  at  the  by- 
elections  of  the  past  four  years.  Even  the  chief  signa- 
tories of  the  Treaty  of  Sevres,  on  the  Allied  side,  recog_ 


nise  that  its  revision  is  essential  to  peace  and  p-Kc 
of  it  are  already  scheduled  for  revision.  * a^es 

The  people  must  make  it  clear  that  their  support  •„ 
not  be  given  for  a war  of  this  kind.  The  issue  jn  u. 
Near  East  must  be  settled  by  negotiations,  and  the  ne* 
tiations  must  be  set  on  foot  at  the  earliest  posslT 
moment.  1 ^01e 

We  are  paying  already  for  the  Government's  Inai 
policy  in  Egypt  and  Mesopotamia,  and  for  its  no  iJ* 
mad  policy  with  regard  to  Turkey  itself.  It  is  not  yt 
too  late  to  avoid  further  tragedies  by  deciding  even  now 
to  mind  our  own  business.  It  is  a terrible  fact  for  fou 
years  after  its  election  with  a mandate  to  make  a lnstii/ 
and  world-wide  peace,  thp  Government  has  led  the 
nation  from  one  misery  to  another  culminating— if  w 
have  yet  reached  the  culmination — in  this  threat  of  l 
new  war  with  all  Moslem  arrayed  against  us.  One 
dreads  to  contemplate  the  danger  of  allowing  such  a 
Government  even  to  negotiate  ; but  democracy  must 
assert  itself  and  declare  for  NO  MORE  WAR. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS, 

TIMELY  SERVICE. 

Mr.  George  Keen  (general  secretary  of  the  Co-oi>erativo 
Union  of  Canada)  recently  rendered  the  movement  a timely 
service.  The  “ Canadian  Press,”  a news  agency  owned  by 
Canadian  newspapers,  sent  a cable  from  London  regarding  reduc- 
tions of  wages  to  co-operative  employees  in  certain  parts  of 
1 England,  and  tacked  on  some  inferences  which  were  not  only 
misleading  but  distinctly  anti-co-operative  in  spirit.  Mr. 
dynes’  name  was  also  dragged  in,  presumably  with  the  object 
of  setting  one  democratic  organisation  against  another.  Tho 
cable -has  no  doubt  appeared  in  the  majority,  if  not  all,  of  tho 
newspapers  served  by  the  agency,  and  will  not  do  the  move- 
ment any  good  amongst  Canadian  co-operators  who  only  read 
privately-owned  newspapers  and  neglect  their  own  periodicals. 
Mr.  Keen,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the  despatch,  immediately  wrote 
to  some  of  the  principal  newspapers  in  Canada  with  the  idea  of 
counteracting  its  influence,  and  he  will  probably  follow  it  in  the 
co-operative  press.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  capitalistic 
press  is  acting  in  international  sympathy  in  the  propagation  of 
anti-co-operative  comment  exploited  as  news,  and  the  only 
remedy  at  the  present  time  is  for  co-operative  societies,  in  this 
and  other  countries,  to  induce  their  members  to  read  and  stand 
by  their  own  press.  * * * 

ADVERTISING. 

The  question  of  advertising  has  been  much  in  evidence  of 
late  in  some  of  our  issues,  and  the  demand  is  put  forward  for  a 
widespread  publicity  campaign  on  national  lines.  We  have 
heard  of  huge  businesses-  having  been  built  up  by  advertising 
even  such  unoesthetic  subjects  as  Bile  Beans.  Readers  mil  par- 
don us  if  we  observe  that  they  and  their  societies  might  with 
advantage  make  better  use  of  the  co-operative  press  for  adver- 
tising. Societies  might,  for  example,  utilise  our  columns  for 
advertising' their  seasonal  sales  in  connection  with  which  they 
might  also  benefit  from  a widen  circulation  of  the  “ News."  If 
managers  or  officials  will  consult  us  we  shall  be  happy  to  advise 
them  as  to  how  we  can  serve  them  in  this  respect.  The  money 
spent  on  advertising  in  the.  local  press  is  cash  paid  for  service 
endered  ; but  in  most  cases  the  cash  goes  to  papers  whose 
owners  do  not  care  whether  the  society  sinks  or  swims.  In 
any  case,  the  service  for  which  the  cash  is  paid  is  spasmodic.  A 
regular  and  big  circulation  of  the  “Co-operative  News"  or 
the  “ Scottish  Co-operator,”  would  create  among  co-operators 
in  a 'district  the  frame  of  mind  that  would  render  a good  deaj 
of  local  advertising  unnecessary. 


THE  “CO-OPERATIVE”  CONSTITUENCIES. 

This  week  we  publish  the  last  of  our  "General  Election’ 
articles— eleven  in  nil.  Readers  have  now  a better  idea  of  the 
constituencies  the  Co-operative  Party  has  up  to  the  present 
decided  to  fight ; they  know  more  of  the  candidates  selected 
to  unfurl  the  banner  of  co-operation  when  the  proper  time 
comes ; and  they  arc  in  a much  better  position  to  weigh  up 
chances  of  victory.  It  is  perhaps  too  much  to  expect  that  all 
the  Co-operative  Party’s  eggs  will  be  successfully  hatched,  but 
there  is  no  reason  why  thejnajority  should  not.  The  organisa- 
tion in  every  one  of  the  constituencies  is  on  the  whole  well  for- 
ward, and  should  be  all  that  is  necessary  when  the  Government 
feels  that  it  is  no  longer  able  to  continue  in  office  cm  its  present 
mandate.  Our  “ Special  Correspondents  ” have  ventured  to 
point  out  one  or  two  weaknesses  iu  the  party's  local  arrange- 
ments, and  there  is  reason  for  believing  that  these  have  received 
the  required  attention.  The  next  general  election  will  be 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  working  classes  ; it  may  indeed 
decide  whether  they  are  to  have  a place  in  the  political  sun  for 
niahy  generations  to  come  ; and  that  being  the  case  t hey  should 
neither  sleep  nor  slumber  until  they  arc  assured  that  when  the 
hour  strikes  it  will  give  them  the  victory. 


THE 


“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS’’  | 

IS  THE 

V 

ORGAN  OF  CO-OPERATIVE  j 
OPINION. 

IT  is  owned  exclusively  by  the  co-operalive  move- 
^ menl,  and  conducted  solely  fnr  ihe  promotion  ol 
co-operalive  thought  and  life.  It  is  not  compro- 
mised by  any  non-co-operative  influence. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


jptbMOKJI  23,  1922. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


WASTEFUL  INDIFFERENCE. 


»* Ob-operative  News”  Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

. f Peakkr.  who  has  been  elected 
ckleiit  of  the  Institute  of  Journalists  at 
annual  conference  at  Bristol,  is  now’’ 
lheV  " Morning  Post.”  At  one  time  he 
l'“  member  of  the  education  committee 
*'V  j-e0<]s  Society,  and  was  a delegate  at 
raj  co-operative  Congresses.  But  the 
Mlorning  Post”  now  leaves  him  little  time 
, ‘ cveniiTg  work.  And  it  is  after  lighting- 
time  that  most  co-operative  propaganda. 
Tdune.  Many  of  the  journalists  visiting 
Bristol  have  been  struck  by  the  splendid 
l 'if  co-operative  buildings  on  Broad  Quay, 
fhev  lmve  all  the  dignity  of  an  Art  Gallery, 
.'  jve  the  citizens  the  time  o’  day  all  the 
S g When  Mr.  J.  W.  Justliam  began  his 
imi  there  the  staff  numbered  nine.  Now 
' cW.S.  luis  1.200  workers  in  the  Bristol 
district,  and  is  a distinct  factor  :u  the  com- 
I genial  and  social  life  of  the  famous  port. 

It  is  a pleasing  fact  that  there  was  no  need 
l„  go  out  of  Manchester  to  find  an  artist  to 
j jnt  the  portrait  in  oils  of  .Sir  Thomas 
Brodriek,  which  was  made  the  subject  of  the 
bippv  presentation  on  Monday  afternoon. 
The  commission  was  entrusted  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wilkinson,  the  vice-president  of  the  Manchester 
I Academy.  A Mancunian,  born,  be  studied  in 
Antwerp,  the  birthplace  of  Rubens  ; and  since 
(Kffas  27  years  of  age  he  has  pursued  his  art 
in  Manchester.  He  holds  a high  reputation 
(or  water  colour  landscapes,  and  in  oils  he  has 
I exhibited  with  much  success,  a notable  work, 
"An  Old  Offender,”  being  in.  the  permanent 
collection  of  the  Salford  Art  Gallery. 

! After  its  vocational  quiet,  the  co-operative 
college  is  about  to  open  a busy  winter  session. 
Apart  from  a great  increase  in  correspondence 
students,  the  number  of  full-time  students  has 
leen  increased  to  eight,  and  the  results  of 
their  efforts  are  likely  to  influence  profoundly 
. co-operative  opinion  for  or  against  the  college 
scheme.  . . ♦ 

! Arrangements  have  been  made  to  house 
the  students  in  the  University  Settlement  at 
j Aneoats,  where,  having  evidence  of  the  immen- 
sity of  the  social  problem  .all  around  them, , 
| :o-oj*raUvo  students  are  not  likely  to  become 
' abstract  in  their  reasoning..  This  new  college 
hostel  has  some  working-class  tradition 
attached  to  it,  for  it  was  owned  eighty  years 
ago  by,  a now  forgotten  doctor  whose  sym- 
pathy with  the  early  Chartists  and  co-operators 
brought  him  into  conflict  with  the  Manchester 
authorities. 


Sir  Thomas  Buouhick  was  ever  a man  of 
deads  rather  than  speech.  “ I remember,” 
lie  said,  at  the  jubilee  presentation  to. himself 
last  Monday,  ” when  we  employees  used  to 
sit.  on.  boxed  in  the  warehouse.  Someone 
looked  to  me,  thinking  it  was  time  for  me  to 
say  something  about  what  I had  been  talk- 
ing to  them  all  the  day.  Well,  I’ll  be 
hanged  if  I could  talk  at  all.  And  so  I 
determined  to  practise  a little  public- 
speaking somewhere  and  try  to  do  better 
next  time.” 

The  late  Mr.  George  Thomson,  wiiose 
death  creates  a Vacancy  in  the  S.CWV.S. 
directorate,  was  a Bailie  of  Kilmarnock. 
For  the  benefit  of  English  readers  it  should 
be  explained  that  Bailie  is  not  simply  an- 
other name  for  an  Alderman.  I'ho  Bailies 
are  elected  by  the  Town  Council  as  magis- 
trates of  the  burgh,  and  during  their  tenure 
of  office  they  pneside  on  the  police  court 
bench. 

Bailie  Thomson,  with  a colleague,  arrived 
in  London  on  business  one  night  when  there 
was  a premium  on  hotel  accommodation,  and 
1 lie  two  had  trouble  finding  a place  to  sleep. 
At  the  last  hotel  they  called  at,  the  manager 
was  appealed  to,  but  was  short-tempered. 
At  the  first  sign  of  impatience,  the  Bailie's 
colleague  looked  aghast,  and,  taking  the 
manager  aside,  whispered:  “Hush:  my 

friend  is  a well-known  Scottish  judge.”  The 
manager-  simmered  down,  went  to  see  if 
anything  could  be  done,  and  finally  found 
loom  for  the.  two  Scots. 

Bailie  Thomson’s  predecessor  on  the 
S.C.W.S.  board  was  also  a Bailie  of  Kilmar- 
nock, Mr.  John  Stevenson,  vho  was  first 
elected  in  1872.  Out  and  About. 


BY  EVERSLEY 


During  the  recent  rainy  season  which, 
according  to  the  calendar,  was  called  the 
summer,  I floated  to  the  seaside. — for  holiday. 
And  I walked  miles,  climbed  cliffs,  sauntered 
for  hours  and  lazed  about  as  though  I had 
never  had  anything  to  do — and  ten  thousand 
a year,  with  no  percentages  of  a reduction,  to 
do  it  with. 

It  is  curious  how  quickly  and  quietly  one 
can  abandon  trains  and  trams  and  get  down  to 
the  primitive  method  of  walking.  It  wears 
the  boot  leather ; but  it  re-invigorates  the 
spirits. 

Like  a good  co-operator  I sought  the  stores. 
It  was  easy  to  find  for  the  windows  were  full 
of  articles  made  familiar  by  frequent  mention 
in  the  “ Co-operative  News.”  There  was  a 
fruit  and  vegetable  department ; and  the 
prices  were  below  those  of  other  traders — a 
splendid  piece  of  real  convincing  propaganda 
worth  a shilling  dividend. 

Inside  the  shop  I went  and  asked  for  co- 
operative cigarettes.  “ We  have  them  on 
order,”  naively  said  the  shopman.  “ But  not 
on  the  counter,”  I added,  and  he  nodded ; 
at  the  same  time  suggesting  a non-co-operative 
brand  “ just  as  good.”  And  when  I told  him 
I did  not  want  them  he  seemed  as  surprised 
as  I had  been  at  the  absence  of  the  co-operative 
variety. 

It  was  a Saturday  morning  so  I asked  for 
the  “ Co-operative  News.”  He  looked 
quizzically  at  me  and  said  that  would  he  along 
later  in  the  day.  The  copies  came  from  the 
central  store  a few  miles  away  ; and  “ are 
always  late.  We  are  never  asked  for  them. 


HAMPTON. 


Our  members  only  want  news  of  the  dividend  > 
not  the  news  of  the  movement.  But  I cau 
give  you  last  week’s.”  1 

And  from  an  upper  shelf  lie  brought  half-a- 
dozen  papers. 

“Surely,”  I "suggested,  “you  might  have 
given  them  to  some  interested  people  or  dis- 
tributed them  to  the  householders  in  the 
streets  near  by,”  I remarked,  and  asked  what 
usually  became  of  them. 

“ When  the  new  ones  come  in  I put  them 
in  their  place  and  we  X.ise  the  old  ones  as  wrap- 
ping paper,”  was  the  simple  confession. 

” But,”  said  I,  “ your  committee  pays  foi 
them  and  you  are  really  destroying  good  goods 
Suppose  your  committee  charged  you  the  cos 
every  week,  what  would  you  do  then  ? ” 

“ Well  then,”  he  said,  “ I should  try  am 
sell  them  to  save  my  expenses  ; and  I know  i 
score  of  people  who  would  take  them  if  ) 
asked  them.” 

I went  on  to  the  beach  and  cogitated* 
Branch  managers  are  often  indifferent  becausj 
indifference  costs  nothing— not  even  an  effort. 
But  if  committees  supplied  the  branches  with 
a dozen  copies  every  week— and  charged  them 
as  part  of  the  stock  the  shopmen  would  dis- 
pose of  them  and  the  circulation  of  the  “News” 
would  advance  all  over  the  country.  That  was 
my  holiday  impression  ; it  is  a business  pro- 
position, and  I hope  all  societies  on  the  coast 
will  put  the  idea  into  operation  at  once.  It 
will  stop  the  wanton  waste  at  one  branch  store 
and  quicken  interest  in  our  movement. 

The  idea  is  worth  thinking  about  and  acting 
upon — particularly  on  the  cast  coast  anc' 
especially  on  the  portion  between  the  Wash 
and  the  lifeboat  “ Co-operator  No.  1.”  1 
won’t  disclose  the  exact  location  of  my  dis- 
covery— but  if  every  society  wall  act  upon  if 
the  sincerity  of  the  confession  made  to  mi 
will  prove  of  real  stimulating  value.  So  thaf 
what  began  as  a little  story  has  developed 
into  a great  philosophy— not  of  the  schools 
and  the  colleges,  but  of  the  stores  and  the 
counter. 


The  monthly  letter  to  branches  of  the 
Men's  Guild  is  entitled  ■ “ A Talk  About 
Trade,”  and  contains  many  helpful  points. 
It  is  suggested  that  guildsmen  should  co- 
operate with  management  commitees  in 
every  effort  made  locally  to  increase  trade, 
while  individual  guildsmen  can  do  their  bit 
by  setting  a good  example  to  their  fellow- 
co-operators. 


THE  FIEND 
DISTURBED. 


The  so-called  states- 
men of  Europe  have 
attempted  to  secure 
peace  by  provoking 
the  war-fiend,  and 
are  surprised  that  he 
has  awakened 
anger.  His  anger  is 
nothing  to  that  of  the 
people  of  this  coun- 
try, who  have  been 
deluded. 


CHRISTMAS  PUDDING’S 
FATE. 

STILL  IN  DOUBT. 

.Interview  with  C.W.S.  Official.] 

In  tlie  Christmas  pudding  going  to  he 
Pwed  in  jeopardy  by  reason  of  events  out 
®myrna  way-' 

.That  is  the  question  which  is  exercising 
rue  minds  of  housewives  to-day  ; and  what 
n °f  an  answer  are  those  in  the  trade 

We  to  give  ? 

All  sorts  of  paragraphs  have  lately  np- 
pearo]  j„  t],e  cf;l j| y papers,  but  they  ;•  11 

■ ppi rc-ii tly  agree  that,  .jnile&s  the  political 
i ; notion  in  the  East  rapidly  improves,  there 

’ GpniK  to  be  a scarcity  of  dried  fruit  this 
tu  Jst,,llilsti(!e.  Obviously,  Greece  and 
1 aml  ffta"i’l0fc  cut  tkoir  respective  throats 

■ a .Ttteml  to  commercial  matters  at  one 
f i'b?  same  time. 

Vio 10  ^Jl0-°snle  Society  is  probably  the 
(nm?1  '"’Porters  r.  f dried  fruit  in  this 
Kc||'  i'-  officials  are  exceptionally 

ILY , ^ ll,r  expressing  ail  opinion  as  to 
fate-  «>|  the  all-important  pudding. 

,X‘ ( ^r'eauitativo  of  the  “Co-operative 
t(J  nn  Tuesday,  had  a conversation  with 
Lm’  , ,l‘  "fh'  ials  who  has  been  out  Lo  the 
! -.a'  h's>  than  thirteen  'iccnsii-ns,  and 

him  that  it  was  too  early 
sjij  I . ‘‘‘nulcly  what  the  total  shipments 
! (an  tin"  <.Vlnl);rrison  with  last  year.  “ You 
Mid  .1,1  '^-operative  housewife, ’’  he 
tkerc  is  no  need  to  worry, 
i Pcpnl-ifl  S1G.,  ancl  tl,<?  lost  of  the 
US  ?n’nl  OI,ly  keep  cool.  Sup- 
feat  1,0  brot'k-  Californian,  and  what 
Ifot  oub  °f  Smyrna  should  be 
nts  p • ,ncob  all  reasonable  require- 


ments pk-°  moot  all  reasonable  require- 
! lii.-|v>r  ri*fs  'd  . Eastern  dried  fruits  will 
.•  * ,ab  >s  almost  inevitable;  but 
tor'ilod  skiv  hiKI>  unless  people  get 

. hefiiiji-  p"n  Gie  prices  up  themselves.” 
}i°n  out  ,,  'u'ormation  as  to  the  actual  posi- 
**  Went  m,tS;  IJ,S  ‘Vet  reach  this  country, 
?'  totii t0  Say'  ''  ^nlv  a suw-U  portion 
?!  su!taiuia  and  figs  has 
v^tuallv  if..,  ’ "'bother  the  balance  has  been 
?T.  destroyed,  who  knows  ? 
!iy.  Qii(]  „ tk,s  country,  I make  bold  to 
i^'krote  fowl Wc  V?-vo  that  information  in, 
b*  •savin,,  -yvoll . there’s  a lot  of  wisdom 

* Wry  httlo.” 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Humane  Slaughter  of  Animals. 

Sir, — The  Royal  Society  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Cruelty  to  Animals  are  about  to 
demonstrate  to  the  Co-operative  Retail 
Eutdieis1  Association  on  tiie  improved 
method  of  slaughter,  and  1 trust  we  may  be 
able  to  adopt  the  same  in  all  to  operative 
slaughter-houses  in  place  of  the  present 
antiquated  cruel  manner  which  must  be 
abolished  and  placed  among  the  barbarous 
relics  of  the  past. — Yours  truly, 

Richard  Stone, 

Member  of  Blackley  Society. 

The  Food  Exhibition. 

Sin, — After  reading  your  report  of  the  ex- 
cellent show  made  by  the  t’.W.S.  at  the 
Food  Exhibition  at  Olympia,  I thoughtjiuit 
a friendly  criticism  might  not  be  amiss. 

The  outside  firms  are,  and  have  been, 
giving  away  or  selling  at  cheap  rates  tons 
of  samples  of  various  articles.  This  will 
have  far  more  effect  with  the  outside  public 
than  the  sight  of  goods  in  a co-operative 
stand  (however  excellently  displayed),  which 
they  cannot  buy  on  the  spot. 

Would  it  not  have  been  possible  by  ar- 
langement  with  the  retail  societies  in  tho 
Metropolis  to  have  had  a-  special  stand  for 
the  sale  of  samples  at  cheap  rates,  so  that 
people  could  not  only  see,  but  taste?  The 
C'.W.S.,  as  they  do  in  their  provincial  exhi- 
bitions, could  have  arranged  with  the 
society  in  whose  district  the  show  is  to 
arrange  for  such  sales. — Yours  truly, 

Ralph  Hibberd, 

Secretary  of  the  Metropolitan  Association. 

September  15th,  1922. 

The  Southport  Congress. 

Sir, — I desire  to  correct  a alight  error 
which  appeared  in  the  report- (made  by  your 
Special  Commissioner  and  printed  in  your 
last  issue)  of  my  remarks  in  the  discussion 
at  the  Trade  Unions  Coma-ess  at  Southport, 
on  tho  General  Council’s  Report  relating  to 
the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and 
Co-operators. 

T did  not  “ deprecate  tho  entry  of  women 
into  many  -occupations  in  the  C.W.S.  who 


acre  not  in  those  occupations  in  the  same 
number  before  the  war.”  W’liat  I said  was 
that  there 'were  many  women  who  had  come 
into  occupations  in  the  C.W.S.  during  the 
war  period  who  were  not  in  those  occupations 
either  at  all,  or  not  in  the  same  number, 
before  the  war;  that  many  of  them  still 
remain  in  the  occupations ; and  that  the 
specially  drastic  cuts  which  had  been  made 
in  their  wages  by  the  Award  of  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  e.iul  Co- 
operators  would  he  likely  to  result  in  the 
dragging  down  of  wages  generally  both  for 
male  and  female  workers  in  those  occupa- 
tions.— Yours  truly. 

J.  Halls  worth, 

Joint  Gen.  Set-.,  N.U.D.A.W, 
September  14tli. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  T.  (Liiregjbool). — We  would  open  your 
letters  more  cheerfully  if  you  would  weigh 
them  before  posting.  ^I'liree  halfpence  will 
only  carry  a certain  weight — and  your  con- 
tributions are  so  heavy. 

Harold  Saunders. — The  question  of  com- 
petition is  under  consideration. 

William  Queen  (and  Others). — A good 
many  letters  on  “ Co-operative  Trade  and 
How  to  Get  It”  have  been  received.  They 
are  too  numerous  for  publication,  and  the 
chief  points  will  be  grouped  together,  prob- 
ably in  next  week’s  issue. 

“ Verb.  Sap.”  and  J.  Callow. — Next 
week . 


THE  P.A.T.A. 


'The  Parliamentary  Committee  at  a meet- 
ing held  in  London,  on  Tuesday,  had  under 
consideration  a summary  of  tlm  replies  from 
societies  with  reference  to  the  P.A.T.A. 
It  was  decided  to  ask  the  United  Board  at 
-then*  meeting  on  Friday  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  advisability  of  convening  con- 
ferences throughout  the  movement  with 
regard  to  the  position  arising  from  the 
activities  of  the  association. 


FABRIC  GLOVES. 

PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE  AND 
THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  had  before 
them,  on  Tuesday,  a letter  .from  the  Co- 
operative Party  with  reference  to  repre- 
sentative of  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
having  signed  a report  of  the  Government 
Committee  of  Inquiry  regarding  the  fabric 
glove  industry,  and  asking  that  action 
should  be  taken  to  make  it  clear  that 
although  the  co-operative  nominee  iiad 
signed  the  document  the  movement  was  not 
iu  favour  of  - a Protectionist  tariff  being 
imposed. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Co-operative 
Party  be  informed  that  the  co-operative 
member  of  the  committee  in  question  had 
not  given  any  decision  one  way  or  another 
as  between  Free  Trade  and  Prote-tion,  but 
in  accordance  with  the. terms  of  reference  to 
which  the  committee  were  confined  lie,  in 
conjunction  with  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, decided  after  the  evidence  of  both 
sides  had  been  heard  that  the  conditions 
specified  in  Section  2,  .Sub-section  1 of  i lie 
Safeguarding  or  Industries  Act  had  been 
fulfilled  in  the  case  of  this  particular  indus- 
try. The  terms  of  reference  made  it  im- 
possible to  give  any  decision  as  between 
Free  Trade  and  Protection,  or  any  other 
decision  than  except  where  the  conditions  in 
the  trade  were  such  as  are  specified  in  the 
Act.* 


S.C.W.S.  DIRECTORS  DEATH 


The  news  of  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  Thomson: 
(S.C.W.S.  director)  will  be  received  with 
regret  throughout  the  ranks  of  co-operators 
in  Scotland.  Mr.  Thomson  has  been  in  poor 
health  for  more  than  a year,  but  he  stuck 
manfully  to  business  until  lie  was  compelled 
to  take  to  his  bed  a few  weeks  ago.  Mr. 
Thomson  has  served  on  the  S.C.W.S.  board 
1910.  Previously  he  had  been  a member  of 
the  committee  of  management  of-  the  Kil- 
marnock Society  and  also  chairman. 


The  latest  news  about  the- C.W.S.  depu- 
tation is  that  it  got  safely  away  from 
Smyrna,  and  is  now  watching  the  way  of  the 
wind  at  Patras. 
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AMONG  OUR 

L -i 

EMPLOYEES. 

By  EX-COUNTERMAN 

H 

TOWARDS  THE  KINDLIER 
SPIRIT. 

WHAT  ENCOURAGEMENT  MAY  DO. 

THE  BASIS  OF  PERSONAL 

PROGRESS. 

Ir  is  the  easiest  tiling  in  i ho  world  for 
co-operative  employees  to  criticise  manage- 
ment committees  of  co-operative  societies, 
and  for  i 1 mmitt  us  to  hold  certain  views 
about  their  staffs  on  various  questions,  and 
I know  of  no  better  open  medium  than  the 

Co-operative  News"  whereby  a correct 
understanding  may  be  achieved  between 
these  two  ppctions  of  the  co-operative 
machine.  Since  writing  my  last  notes  I 
have  had  evidence  that  tome  committees  are 
not  overlooking  their  employees  when  any- 
thing arises  in  tl\*  course  of  business  which 
calls  for  more  than  a passing  notice. 

“The  Personrl  Touch." 

Notwithstanding  the  constant  and  depress- 
ing cry  of  bad  trad®  some  societies  have 
done  very  well  during  the  past  half-year, 
and  ere  of  them,  in  the  Manchester  district, 
has  hit  upon  a pleasant  idea,  the  carrying 
out  of  which  will  bring  them  a hundred-fold 
in  return.  Its  committee  has  caused 
a personal  letter  to  be  addressed  to  each 
employee  containing  congratulations  lor 
efforts  put  forth  in  producing  Midi  a suc- 
cessful half-year’s  balance  sheet  in  rliis  diffi- 
cult period.  The  letter  concludes  by  invit- 
ing the  recipient  to  attend  a serial  evening 
arranged  by  the  committee.',  when  doubtless, 
the  spirit  of  good  feeling  will  lie  given  :v 


The  Co-operative  Union  Limited. 

Education  Department.  Session  1922-23. 

To  Co-otieratoTS  and  Co-operative  Employees  in  the 
Manchester  District 

EVENII  CLASSES 

WILL  BE  HELD  AT 

HOLYOAKE  HOUSE,  HANOVER 
STREET1,  MANCHESTER, 

IN  THE  FOLLOWING  SUBJECTS  : — 

Ca-operatio.n. 

Economics  of  Co-operation. 
Industrial  History. 
Economics. 

Citizenship. 

Elocution. 

English. 

Arithmetic. 

Esperanto. 

Conversational  French. 
Co-operative  Bookkeeping. 
Co-operative  Accountancy. 
Co-operative  Secretaryship. 


Special  Afternoon  Classes  for  Co-operative 
Apprentices  and  Salesmen. 

Special  Aiterncon  and  Evening  Classes  for 
Women,  in  Co-operation  and  Citizenship. 

Early  enrolment  is  essential.  The  Programme 
and  time-table  of  classes,  with  forms  of  appli- 
cation, may  be  had  on  application  from  the 
undersigned.  Classes  in  most  of  the  above 
subjects  are  also  held  under  the  auspices  of 
local  Societies.  List  of  Centres  may  be  had  on 
application  to  C.  E.  WOOD,  Secretary,  Central 
Educational  Committee,  Co-operative  Union 
Ltd.,  Holyoake  House,  Hanover-street,  Man- 
chester. 


CLASSES  for  WOMEN 

Classes  for  Women  in  Co-operative 
and  Citizen  Subjects  will  be  arranged 
at  various  centres  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom. 


In  most  cases  the  classes  will  commence  in 
the  first  week  of  October. 

Days  and  times  of  classes  will  be  arranged 
to  suit  intending  students. 

Information  as  tp  centres,  syllabuses,  & c., 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Secretary,  Educational  Department,  Holyoake 
House,  Hauover-street,  Manchester. 


further  chance  to  develop.  Quite  a change 
to  being  called  into  the  manager's  office  to 
face  the  music,  isn’t  it? 

There  are  many  wavs  in  which  this  spirit 
might  bo  considerably  developed  on  'noth 
sides.  One  of  these  is  by  every  employee 
taking  a personal  interest  in  his  society's 
welfare.  By  doing  this -the  society  is  under 
an  obligation  to  respond  in  like  manner.  I 
was  reading  the  ether  day  a 'Co-operative 
Record,"  issued  by  a large  society,  in  which 
one  of  the  employees,  a grocery  assistant, 
was  highly  congratulated  upon  his  success 
in  passing  certain  examinations. 

Effort  Should  Be  Rewarded. 

New',  as  I Have  already  stated,  recogni- 
tion of  this  kind  is  all  to  the  good,  but  it 
should  not  end  there.  Here  is  a young  man 
in  the  society  referred  to,  who  has  so  devoted 
himself  to  the  acquisition  of  special  know- 
ledge concerning  our  movement,  by  means  of 
the  facilities  offered  by  Holyoake  House. 

T 

I “ A better  feeling  is  needed  in  \ 

( the  Co-operative  Movement  — a ' 

I better  feeling  between  boards  of 
: management  and  employees,  a better 

( feeling  among  committees  tliem- 
i selves  and  ameng  employees  them- 

selves,  a better  feeling  between 
( consumers  and  committees,  between 
I consumers  and  employees.  What*  is 

* needed  is  a better  feeling  all  round. 

( What  are  you  doing  towards  bring- 
j ing  this  about?  Do  not  wait  for 

• someone  else  to  do  it.  Do  what 
| you  can  yourself."—"  Producer." 

H-?  would  probably  be  the  last  man  to  claim 
that  his  success  gave  him  the  right  to 
demand  special  consideration  by  bis  society. 
My  point  is  that  the  society  may  not  even 
yet  " discover  ” him,  and  be  will  go  on 
working  merely  as  a cog  in  the  wheel.  At 
twenty-six  years  of  age  we  find  him  working, 
not  as  a branch  manager,  not  even  as  a first 
counterman,  but  just  an  ordinary  assistant 
on  the  minimum  wage.  Thirteen  years'  ex- 
perience in  the  one  society,  winning  certifi- 
cates in  elementary,  intermediate,  and 
advanced  co-operative  bookkeeping;  the 
diploma  awarded  for  salesmans!  tip,  and 
finally  his  co-operative  secretary’s  certifi- 
cate. Tf  ho  stays  in  his  present  employment 
he  is  likely  to  be  somewhere  about  forty 
years  of  age  before  his  turn  comes  for  ap- 
pointment as  branch  manager.  "What  a 
prospect ! 

The  above  illustration  is  only  one  example 
of  many,  and  it  is  up  to  the  movement  to 
be  as  keen  as  private  trade  in  selecting  the 
best  brains  for  the  task  of  running  their 
businesses  successfully. 

Promotions. 

I have  seen  and  conversed  with  many  em- 
ployees busy  on  the  job  of  making  up  pounds 
of  sugar  or  packets  of  rice  when  tiieir 
natural  vocation  was  of  a far  different 
character.  This  raises  the  probleifi  often 
discussed  by  workers,  but  seldom  decided 
satisfactorily.  It  is  whether  employees  should 
be  promoted  by  seniority.  It  seems  to  me 
only  logical  that  where  outstanding  ability 
is  established,  that  ability  should  1-e  recog- 
nised in  some  way  or  Other  over  and  above 
the  ordinary  routine  worker.  With  this, 
view  few  will  disagree,  and  I fancy  the 
average  worker  would  tolerate  being  passed 
in  promotion  with  better  grace  by  a man  of 
known  ability  than  lie  would  be  if  a coveted 
place  of  honour  was  taken  by  one,  as  is 
easily  the  ease  to-day,  whose  only  reborn- 
mendation-is  tire  fact  that  he  has  " friends 
at  court.” 

So  one  feels  when  confronted  with  eases 
of  the  kind  first  quoted,  that  there  should 
be  a natural  consequence  of  marked  success 
in  the  classes,  and  that  the  movement  should 
bo  on  the  alert  and  draft  such  emoloyees  to 
positions  they  are  eminently  qualified  to  fill/ 
It  is  often  said  that  examinations  prove 
nothing,  because  many  a good  student 
utterly  fails  on  account  of  nerves. 

Well,  it  should  be  obvious  that  tests  of 
nerves  are  constantly  k?ing  met  with  in 
business  life  to-day,  and  the  one  a ho  sur- 
vives them  in  examinations  is^.  preparing 
himself  to  survive  them  in  real  business  ex” 
periences.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  know- 
ledge gained  by  such  studies  is  all  to  the 
pood,  and  those  who  attend  .classes,  even 
though  they  may  not  offer  themselves  lor 
examination  are  better  workmen  than  they 
otherwise  would  have  been  because  they 
have  become  possessed  of  business  know- 
ledge they  lacked  previously,  and  have 
gained  that  which  enables  them,  with  n cer- 
tainty they  would  otherwise  lack,  to  .venture 
out  in  tactile  world  of  business  and  take  up 
situations  where  such  qualifications  arc  of 
absolute  necessity. 

If  these  observations  cause  anv  young 
employees  who  hesitate,  to  t.nko  up  their 
studies  now,  when  the  classes  are  com- 
mencing, they  will  have  been  well  worth 
while. 

Tho’  at  first  you  may  not  hit 
The  mark, — aim  high! 

Leave  the  crowds  that  mope  and  sit, 
Who  never  try  ; 

Be  detennftjed  you  will  shine, 

Odc4  against,  just  toe  the  lino. 


MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS, 


“ Young  Mother  .j  ’ —My  advice  is  for  you 
to  consult  your  doctor  again,  and  get  him  to 
examine  you  with  a view  to  providing  you 
with  a larger  instrument.  Your  present 
condition  is  quite  common  in  such  cases  as 
yours. 

“ Snowball. " — “ Swelling  up  and  puffiness 
under  the  eyes"  in  a lad  of  nineteen,  who 
"feels  physically  well  and  fit  " is  probably 
of  no  great  importance;  but  as  it  may  be 
due  to  kidney  trouble  it  will  be  best  for  you 
to  get  the  urine  examined  by  a doctor  for 
albumen. 

"Mrs.  J."  (Belfast).— Try  this  prescrip- 
tion:— Dilute  phosphoric  acid,  2. drachms; 
dilute  nitro-hydroohloric  acid  2 drachms; 
tincl^ire  of  mix  vomica,  2 drachms;  tincture 
of  ginger,  2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform, 
1!  drachms.;  camphor  water  to  8 ounces. 
One  tablespconful  three  times  a day. 

" Moston.” — Gargles  are  of  little  uce  as 
they  seldom  reach  the  part  of  the  throat 
affected.  Painting  the  throat  with  glycerine 
of  tannin  is  more  effective.  For  the  nasal 
catarrh  the  douche  of  hot  salt  and  water  is 
all  right;  but  candour  compels  the  admission 
thnt-this  condition  is  apt  to  become  chronic 
and  of  long  duration,  especially  in  the 
climate  of  Lancashire. 

G.  W.  A.  IT.,  or  some  such  initials. — (Like 
other  correspondents,  your  " nom-de-pluine  ” 
is  the  only  writing  in  your  letter  which  is 
not  clear.)  My  advice  to  you  is  to  cease 
worrying  about  the  trouble;  to  get  as  much 
out-of-doors  exercise  a$  possible;  to  keep 
your  mind  off  the  subject ; to  take  very  little 
animal  food  ; no  alcohol  ; no  tobacco  ; and 
have  no  serious  apprehensions  re  the  future. 
Lots  of  fellows  are  like  you,  and  they  after- 
wards "make  good,"  as  the  Americans  say. 

"Stout." — You  have  a complication  of 
complaints,  gallstones  (199  of  these  removed 
by  operation!)  and  psoriasis,  and  now  you 
ask  re  that  peculiar  disease  of  the  linger 
nails  which  is  apt  to  be  chronic  and  very 
difficult  to  " cure.’’  Try  the  application  of 
mild  tincture  of  iodine  once  a week;  avoid 
the  use  of  strong  soap  and  keep  the  nails  as 
dry  as  possible. 

" Marlborough." — The  attacks  of  palpi- 
tation of  the  heart  after  a game,  and  his 
"pallor  on  rising  in  the  morning"  may  be 
due  to  anremia,  for  which  a course  of  iron 
may  be  advisable ; or  they  may  be  due  to 
heart  trouble,  which  only  an  examination  by 
a good  physician  can  discover.  In  cither 
case  it  will  lie  liest  to  get  the  boy  examined 
and  treated  by  a competent  doctor.  It  is 
better  to  be  sure  than  sorry  in  such  a c-ase. 

" Grocf.r  " (Luton). — (1)  Circumcision  is 
only  necessary  in  certain  cases,  and  the 
necessity  can  best  be  judged  by  a competent 
doctb'r.  (2)  Of  ‘"cures  for  corns"  their 
name  is  legion.  Try  salicylic  plaster.  (3) 
For  the  tender  skin  try  the  application  of 
boracic  and  zinc  ointment,  coloured  pink. 
Thanks  for  your  commendation  of  our 
Medical  Replies  as  “ candid  and  straight- 
forward." 

" Accountant." — In  stating  vour  "case" 
as  lucidly  and  sensibly  as  you  have  in  vour 
admirable  letter,  you  have  also  indicated  the 
lines  of  treatment  of  the  symptoms,  viz., 
plenty  of  fresh  air  oytside  .lqring  the  day, 
with  proper  ventilation  during  the  night; 
avoidance  of  over-exertion  and  consequent 
fatigue  ; recognition  of  .the  great  influence  of 
the.hiind  upon  the  body;  that  a period  of 
special,  absolute  "rest"  is  unnecessary; 
time  alone,  with  fresh  air  and  proper  living 
being  necessary  ;•  lastly,  let  me  advise  you 
not  to  worry  specially  about  your  last 
"trouble”;  that  tiling  will  slowly  but 
surely  work  its  recovery.  My  bc.-t  thanks 
for  your  good  words  re  our  Medical  Column 
as  "a  valuable  contribution  to  the-  columns 
of  the  4 News.'  ” 

Head  Noises  and  Deafness  ("  Essex  "). — 
Thanks  to  you,-  too,  for  your ’eommeude.t ion 
of  our  Medical  Replies  as  " very  plain  and 
straightforward."  To  your  question  as  to 
tl  ■?  cure  of  " head  noises  and  deafness  in  a 
lady  of  forty-five,  who  has  suffered  for  several 
years,  and  has  had  treatment  in  a London 
hospital  and  under  local  dootors,"  I must 
a del  my  confirmation  <5f  the  judgment  of 
these  that  " nothing  more  can  be  done,"  and 
f think  - that  this  is  another'  case  of 
"grinning  and  biding"  an  incurable 
condition. 

‘‘Puzzled"  (J.  M‘N.). — Your  " noin-de- 
plume  ".  rightly  describes  your  condition— ns 
well  as  the  judgment  pronounced  upon  it  by 
the  various  doctors  you.  refer  to.  They  are 
indeed  puzzled  when  they  call  it  " rheuma- 
tism,'’ " neuritis,"  " myalgia,"  " muscle 
or  nerve  paralysis,”  " debility."  A-c.  ; and  if 
the  diagnosis  is  so  varied — and  seeing  that 
von  ffave  had  it  since  1917,  and  have  under- 
gone such  varied  treatments,  including  that 
of  the  Hospital  at  Buxton,  and  have 
" derived  no  real  benefit,"  yolir  piospeots  of 
"cure  "of  it  seem  anything  but  hofieful, 
and  all  that  you  can  do  is  to  persevere  with 
the  remedies  and  hope  that  these,  with  time 
and  -patience,  may  help  you  to  a better 
condition. 

"Lais,”  or  "Lois”  or  seme  such  word, 

" C.I.S..”  (another  case  in  which  every 
word  in  a letter  is  distinct  except  that  of 
the  " liom-de-plume  ”). — The  ihancei-;  are 
that  your  trouble  will  recur  in  the  damp  and 
cold  weather  of  your  district.  Your  b-st 
preventive  would  be  by  removal  to  a milder 
and  drier  locality.  In  the  absence  of  this, 
then  a repetition  of  the  treatment  referred 
t.o  in  your  letter  would  help  you  again.  The 
irrigator  you  refer  to — or  indeed  any  glass 
nasal  irrigator — with  compound  glycerine  of 
thymol  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Cailox 
— will  suit  your  purpose. 


E.  L.  W— Try  painting  the  Uuoat  «iJ 
glycerine  of  tgnmn. 

Flat  Foot  ("Troubled  ") Thom 

“ cure  ” for  flat  feet,  only  palliation  f0 
wearing  s.ome  sort  of  support  for  tl.e  dlf  J 
live  arch. " Some  of  these  do  afford  , ’ ' ' 

f l.nt  . * C-'U'- 


siderable  amount  <f  relief,  but  i0 
Unit  any.  such  appliance  will  remedy 
deformity  of  the  bones  and  joints  and  sL"D 
affected  is  a vain  hope.  In  your  case,  j f . 
you  are  unfit  to  undertake  the  hard  wort  A 
a general  servant,  including  the  washing 
and  I think  it  is  foolish  for  you  to  iindert-a’ 
such  a ‘job,  Ko 

"Fruit." — The  cause  of  your  “trouble" 
is  obviously  the  particular  kind  o,f  fruit  von 
refer  to,  and  the  cure,  or  prevention'  i 
equally  obvious,  viz.,  abstaining  from’  jt 
But  there  is  no  special  harm  to  you  in  tri 
symptom,  which  is  probably  inrgelv  of 
nervous  origin,  and  the  "complaint-";, 
practically  negligible  and  sea  reel  v north 
troubling  about.  You  will  be  lucky  if  VoJ 
have  nothing  more  serious  to  trouble  ,-0n  ,n 
your  life. 

S.  R. — (1)  You  should  be  examined  bv  a 
good  surgeon ; you  may  have  a stone  m ihe 
bladder,  or  some  other  bladder  trouble.  |0\ 
Your  " broken  sleep  " is  probably  ot  nervous 
origin,  but  it  is  very  inadvisable  t<>  take  anv 
"sleeping  medicine.”  A good  walk  just 
before  bedtime,  preceded  by  a light  supper 
followed  by  a glass  of  very  hot  milk  just 
before  getting  into  bed  may  help  you 

Hydrocele  ("Whitley”). — The  swelling 
is  probably  from  a " hydrocele,”  and  nut 
from  a rupture.  But  a personal  examina- 
tion alone  can  determine  this  with  c-ertuinty, 
and  I think  you  should  consult  a good 
surgeon,  perhaps  at  one  of  your  local  hospi- 
tals, both  for  diagnosis  and  treatment- 
probably  an  operation — and  the  sooner  the 
better. 

A.  H.  (no  " nom-de-plutne  ")— a coal 
miner. — The  trouble  hi  your  knee  seems  to 
be  “ synovitis  " — inflammation  of  the  lining 
membrane  of  the  joint — and  this  requires 
rest  ratlier  than  working  iff  the  pit  and 
kneeling  upon  it,  and  the  sooner  vou  adopt 
this  treatment  the  better.  ‘.‘Rubbing" 
and  working  on  it  will  worsen  rather  than 
mend  it.  Consult  your  panel  doctor  about  it 
without  delay. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  UNITED, 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT.  ->  SESSION  1922-23. 


The  Session  Opens 
October  - 1922. 


CLASSES 


CO-OPERATION 
INDUSTRIAL  HISTORY 
ECONOMICS 
CITIZENSHIP 
BOOKKEEPING,  &c. 

Educational  Committees,  and  Guild  and 
N.U.D.A.W,  Branches  are  earnestly 
requested  16  Form  Classes  in  the  above 
Subjects. 

CORRESPONDENCE  CLASSES 

in  the  above  and  other  Subjects  are  arranged  by 
the  Co-operative  Union.  Copies  of  the  Programm. 

and  Application  Forms  for  Correspondence  Clashes 

can  be  obtained  from  the  address  given  below. 

Societies  are  Urged 
to  form  Classes  for 
Apprentices. 

CLASSES  IN  SALESMANSHIP  are 

convenient  centres  IN  ALL  SECTIONS.  LEE, 

CLASSES  FOR  WOMEN  in  Co-opera*'* 

and  Citizenship  Subjects  are  held  in  conw.wf 
centres  IN  ALL  Sections. 


Full  particulars  of  the  above  Classes  arc  t 

in  the  Educational  Programme,  price  ••  ^ 
free,  7d. ; which  may  be  obtained  'ror? « 
Educational  Secretary,  Holyoake  House, 
chestcr,  from  whom  further  information  reg*r 
Classes  may' be  obtained. 


Septum  her  23,  1922. 
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SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES. 

[From  Cor  Own  Correspondents.] 

A survey  of  the  Colyton  Society's  affairs 
reveals  the  strength  of  this  small  Devon 
Society,  which  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Bristol  section  of  the  C.W.S.  .Stocks  have 
been  brought  down  to  represent  present 
market  values.  Laud,  buildings  and  fixtures 
lmve  been  depreciated  by  55  per  cent.,  and 
nflcr  meeting  all  claims  of  share  and  loan  capital 
a surplus  of  Gd.  in  the  pound  on  trade  is  avail- 
able, leaving  a balance  to  be  carried  forward 
for  contingencies  that  may  still  arise  in  the 
conditions  of  the  market. 

The  trade  of  Kingswear  is  booming,  and 
record  sales  are  expected  to  be  reached  in 
the  near  future.  For  this  state  of  affairs 
much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Saunders  (manager). 

The  fraternal  spirit  of  the  movement  was 
manifested  at  Dartmouth  recently  in  a prac- 
tical manner.  A party  of  students  from  the 
summer  school  at  Whympstone  Hall  hired  one 
of  the  splendid  charabancs  of  the  Plymouth' 
Society  and  after  an  exhilarating  run  via 
Kingsbridge  and  Slapton  Sands,  arrived  at 
Dartmouth  as  hungry  as  the  proverbial 
“hunter.”  Mrs.  Collins  (the  matron  of  the 
Home  at  Whympstone  Hall)  had  filled  the 
luncheon  basket  with  a plentiful  supply  of 
good  things,  but  a suitable  place  to  enjoy  the 
repast  was  wanting.  This  fact  was  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Rundle  (manager  of 
the  Dartmouth  Society)  who  soon  solved  the 
problem  by  fixing  up  the  party  in  an  upper 
room  on  the  premises, 

The  Women’s  Guilds  of  Plymouth  were 
ftrongly  represented  at  the  last  of  this  year’s 
summer  schools  at  Whympstone,  and  from 
the  comments  heard  at  the  close,  efforts  are 
to  be  made  whereby  future  schools  are  to  be 
even  more  numerously'  attended. 

Whilst  the  school  was  in  session,  news  came 
through  that  one  of  the  students  (Miss  Jeannie 
Johnson,  Glasgow),  had  won  the  K inning 
Park  Scholarship,  tenable  at  Holyoakc  House, 
and  such  was  the  fraternal  spirit  operative 
that  the  students  marked  her  success  by 
making  Miss  Johnston  the  recipient  of  a 
nriting  case.  * • ♦ 

The  Chelston  branch  of  the  Torquay 
Women  s Guild  inaugurated  their  winter’s 
session  by  extending  an  invitation  to  the  other 
guilds  in  the  Torquay  area  to  a social  gather- 
ing on  Thursday  last  week.  A splendid 
response  was  the  result,  and  after  the  social 
preliminaries  an  address  was  given  by  Mr. 
£•  R.  Truscott  (secretary  of  the  Devon  District 
Conference  Association),  who  spoke  on  the 
achievements  of  the  past,  the  need  for  definite 
service  in  the  present,  and  the  call  for  faith 
and  vision  for  the  future.  There  was  general 
agreement  that  the  opening  meeting  was  a 
splendid  forerunner  of  what  was  expected  to 
be  a successful  session.  . . 

Critics  were  very  keen,  on  Saturday  at 
Paignton  on  the  questions  raised  by  Mr. 
Riddles  Congress  paper.  Many  delegates 
believed  the  schemes  were  impracticable  at 
present. 

Members  of  the  Twertun  and  Bath  socie- 
ties have  confirmed  the  .resolutions  regard- 
i»g  amalgamation  passed  at  the  meetings 
°n  August  22nd,  anti  the  amalgamated 
society  is  to  come  into  being  on  Sept.  29th. 


TREHARRIS  EMPLOYEES’ 

OUTING. 

Ihe  annual  outing  of  the  staff  of  the 
freharris  and  District  Society  took  place  on 
Thursday,  last  week,  the  selected  venue  this 
J’oar  being  Gloucester.  The  journey  was 
•Rade  under  ideal  .climatic  conditions,  via 
Monmouth  and  Usk.  Lunch  was  provided 
'.v  the  Gloucester  Society,  the  word  “ co- 
operative ” being  sufficient  to  convey  an  idea 
t . i, - repast  provided.  After  pnr- 

iiknijr  0j  the  good  tilings,  Messrs.  Philip 
avies  and  I).  Glyn  Davies  (president  and 
secretary  of  the  Trcli arris  Society)  conveyed 
11  appropriate  remarks  the  visitors’  sincere 
« pprcH-iation  of  the  excellent  catering. 

the  afternoon  was  spent  in  visiting 
- riri01"s  places  of  interest  and  the  surround- 
ng  district,  a few  going  ns  far  us  Chelteur 
am.  Poa  was  also  provided  by  the 
loucestor  Society.  The  Outing  was  on©  of 
® rn.os,t  enjoyable  and  successful  that  has 
_„n"  in  i)le  history  of  the  staff,  and 
A W.  /le  grGil’crt  credit  upon  Mr.  J.  W. 
ui,  , at’kins  (cashier),  who  carried  out  the 
"Hole  of  the  arrangements. 

■ JlowH  Purposes  Committee  of  the 

uf  •t’°,'ic‘ty  are  forming  a panel 

iiur  i ,■  “Uididutes  for  the  loia-l  govorn- 
e bodies  „»  their  area. 


A PRIZE-WINNER. 


The  Cowes  Society’s  bakery  lorry,  which  secured  the  first  prize  at  the  Cowes 
and  Woottou  carnivals. 


SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 

An  illustration!  of  a special  window  dis- 
play, showing  what  C.W.S.  seeds  will  produce 
under  ordinary  conditions,  appears  in  the 
Watford  “ Wheatsheaf.” 

I^owestoft  Society  has  had  special  window 
displays  recently  of  Silvertown  soaps  and 
Silvertown  productions,  for  which  prizes' 
have  been  awarded.  During  the  past  ten 
days  also  there  have  been  window  displays 
of  C.W.S.  margarine  and  “ Sutox  ” samples 
have  been  given  away  to  purchasers  of  mar- 
garine. The  results  of  these  shows  have 
been  reflected  in  the  .society’s  sales,  and 
altogether  there  is  good  reason  for  congratu- 
lation on  the  stimulus  thus  riven  to  trade 
generally. 

The  Beckham  and  District  Choral  Society 
are  this  season  rehearsing  the  over-papular 
“ Le>s  Cloches  de  Corneville.” 

As  a commendable  aid  to  thrift  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society’s  Committee  have  decided  to 
institute  a special  Christmas  Club.  Cards 
will  be  issued  to  the  members  on  which  the 
stamps  purchased  can  be  affixed.  The 
stamps  are  to  be  sold  to  the  members 
through  the  various  guilds  in  the  society’s 
area. 

A Junior  GuddteiuJiers'  week-end  school 
will-be  held  at  "oucrnells,”  Bostall  Heath, 
on  September  30th  and  the  following  day. 
The  lecturers  will  include  Miss  Margaret 
M'Millnn  and  Mrs.  Pethick  Lawrence! 

Next  week  the  series  of  classes  m1  ranged 
by  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational 
committee  wilj  be  commenced.  Die  list  is  a 
comprehensive  one,  and  should  attract  a 
large  entry  of  students. 


1864  AND  1922. 


The  dainty  lady  shown  in  our  picture  is 
Miss  Grace  Godfrey,  aged  thirteen  years, 
who  won  the  first  prize  at  a recent  Guild- 
ford demonstration  for  the  best  fancy 
dress  representing  C.W.S,  productions. 
Miss  Godfrey  is  wearing  the  dress  of  a 
woman  of  the  1864  period,  the  year  the 
C.W.S.  was  formed,  and  carrying  a basket 
of  1922  co-operative  productions. 


SEASIDE  CATERING. 


The  Clacton  Society  in  Essex  is  fully  alive 
to  the  profitable  side  of  catering  for  seaside 
visitors.  'The  striking  and  imposing  stores, 
with  frontages  in  two  roads,  are  an  ornament 
to  tlie  town  and  a Credit  to  "the  society.  On 
the  first  floor  above  the  departmental  store 
there  is  n well-arranged  and  comfortable 
cafe,  where  visitors  arc  entered  for  at 
reasonable  charges. 


“ FIRST  THINGS  FIRST.” 

MEETING  OF  CORNWALL  CON- 
FERENCE ASSOCIATION. 

A meeting,  representative  of  most  of  the 
Cornish  societies,  was  held  at  St.-  Columb- 
load,  on  Saturday,  September  9th,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Cornwall  District  Association. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Ellis  (Penzance)  presided,  and  the 
subject  of  Mr.  George  .Riddle’s  paper,  “The 
Financial  Position  of  the  Co-operative 
Movement  in  Relation  to  New  Forms  of 
Administration  in  the  Retail  Tradp  ” was 
introduced  by  Mr.  H.  lender  (Saltasn). 

Mr.  Lander,  in  his  introduction,  stated 
that  it  was  his  own  personal  opinion  that  in 
connection  with  the  working  of  a co-opera- 
tive society  the  first  things  to  be  considered 
were  trade,  finance,  and  economic  stability. 
Other  questions  had  been  brought  to  the 
front  in  connection  with  the  co-operative 
movement,  which  were  not  so  essential.  He 
urged  the  delegates  present  to  go  back  to 
their  societies  and  work  so  that  all  the  socie*. 
ties  in  the  Cornwall  area  should  be  placed 
in  a sound  condition  so  far  as  finance  was 
concerned.  " look  after  your  stocks,”  he 
said,  “ depreciate  each  year,  carry  to  your 
reserve  fund,  and,  if  at  all  practicable,  estab- 
lish n capital  redemption  fund.” 

A long  discussion  ensued,  those  partici- 
pating being  the  Chairman,  Messrs.  Williams 
(Devon  Conference  Association),  Braging- 
ton  (Plymouth),  Greenwood  (Sectional 
Board),  Ireland  (Plymouth),  Firth  (Pen- 
zance), Sleeman  (Wjulebridge),  J.  R.  Toms 
(Liskeard),  Harris  (Pen&ilva),  and  H. 
Champion  (Bodmiu). 

Mr.  T.  Wnkeliam  welcomed  the  delegates 
on  behalf  of  the  St.  Columb-road  Society. 


LONG  SERVICE  GIFT. 


A presentation  took  place  at  the  C.W.S. 
Brislingbon  butter  factory  on  Friday  last 
week,  the  recipient  being  Mr.  H.  Haddock, 
who  had  completed  twenty-one  \ tears’  ser- 
vice with  the  Wholesale  Society.  The  pre- 
sentation took  the  form  of  a divan  chair. 

Mr.  0."  Thomas  (who  was  in  the  chair), 
Messrs.  Dawes,  Barrett,  and  Matthews,  all 
bore  testimony  to  the  respect  and  esteem  in 
which  Mr.  Haddock  was  held. 

Mr.  Ham,  in  a few  well-chosen  words, 
asked  Mr.  Haddock  to  accept  the  chair  as  a 
token  of  the  good  feeling  of  his  fellow- 
workers. 

Air.  Haddock  suitably  responded. 


AN  APPEAL. 

[To  xnE  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sm, — The  storm  of  July  which  swept  the 
south  coast,  carried  away  the  beach  hut  pro- 
vided by  the  Southern  Convalescent  Fund 
at  Bournemouth.  This  is  the  seoond  time 
that  ill-luck  has  attended  the  provision  of 
this  very  much  appreciated  boon  to  those 
who  are  sent  here  by  the  fund. 

One  who  lias  benefited  by  the  fund  has 
sent  10s.  to  help  make  good  the  loss. 

The  committee  of  the  Parkstone  and 
Bournemouth  Society  kindly  allowed  a retir- 
ing collection  to  be  taken  up  at  its  last 
general  meeting,  and  a good  response 
resulted. 

A good  start  has  been  made  toward  the 
sum  required  to  replace  the  loss,  and  I shall 
bo  glad  if  you  will  allow  this  appeal  to 
appear  in  the  ‘‘News,”  in  the  hope  that 
with  the  assistance  of  those  who  have  bene- 
fited, and  otlierR  who  are  interested  in  the 
fifnd,  the  remainder  of  the  amount  required, 
i.e.,  £12,  will  be  forthcoming  from  the 
movement  in  the  South. 

Any  sums  sent  to  Miss  Jones,  9,  Herbcr- 
ton-rond,  Pokesdown,  Bournemouth,  or  to 
myself  will  he  acknowledged. 

With  best  thanks  in  anticipation, — Faith- 
fully yours, 

Ethel  A.  Perriman, 

Secretary,  Pokesdown  Women’s  Guild. 

30,  Seabournc-road,  Pokesdown, 
Bournemouth,  Sept.  13th. 


CAPITAL  REDEMPTION 
FUND. 

SOUTHAMPTON  CONFERENCE  NOT 
FAVOURABLE. 

A wei.l-attbmdeti  cpafcrence  <>{  (he  Hunts  District 
Association,  presided  over  by  the  chairman  of  the  local 
society  (Mr.  Vincent,  J.P.).  was  held  at  Uie  Morris 
Hall,  Southampton,  on  Saturday.  Delegates  were  pre- 
sent from  all  the  societies  in  the  district,  in  addition 
to  Mr.  Pr.vnne  (Wills  District)  and  Mr.  It.  Hihbeid 
(Southern  Sectional  Secretary,. 

Mr.  Hibberd,  who  introduced  Mr.  Riddle's  paper, 

“ Tlie  Financial  Position  of  the  Co-operative  Move- 
ment in  Relation  to  New  Forms  ot  Administration  in 
the  Retail  Trade,"  selected  portion*  ot  the  pamphlet 
for  riding  and  summarised  tlie  remainder.  Ho 
pointed  out  that  an  inquiry  into  methods  was  required 
to  assist  in  passing  successfully  through  these  trying 
times,  and  all  sincere  expressions  of  opinion  should 
bo  considered.  He  went  on  to  analyse  Mr.  Riddle’s 
statistics,  which  he  said  were  rather  more  optimistic 
than  circumstances  warranted.  Quoting  from  the 
pamphlet,  Mr.  Hibberd  said:  "Tlie  cooperative  move- 
ment presents  the  peculiar  spectacle  of  a collective 
truding  movement  being  financed  by  individually, 
owned  capital.  . . Speaking  broadly,  a co-operative 
society  is  entirely  dependent  upon  the  capital  of  indi- 
viduals, and  that  capital  is  practically  at  call."  It 
was,  said  Mr.  Hibberd,  to  secure  'ourselves  against 
trouble  arising  from  this  state  of  things  that  Mr. 1 ■ 
Riddle's  proposition  to  set  aside  a eertuin  sum  to 
form  a capital  redemption  fund  wus  made. 

Mr.  Hibberd  pointed  out  that  while  it  might  be  a 
great  advantage  to  have  a certain  amount-  of  capital 
free  iA  interest  at  tlie  disposal  of  the  directors,  thero 
would  arise  difficulties  as  to  how  it  was  to  be  in- 
vested. The  present  method  of  depreciation  was  a 
sound  one,  provided. the  amount  set  aside  was  sufficient. 

Mr.  Hibberd  concluded  by  reading  the  three  para- 
graph nt.  the  end  of  the  paper,  in  which  management 
committees  were  enjoined  to  weigh  carefully  tho 
methods  adopted  by  competitors,  and  to  look  well 
to  methods  of  transport,  and  the  mutual  arrangement 
of  prices.  A special  business  and  trades  council  for 
each  section  won  also  reemumended. 

The-  discussion  which  ensued  was  distinctly  averse 
to  the  formation  of  a redemption  fund,  tho  chief 
reasons  given  by  the  various  delegates  being  that 
societies  were  composed  of  people  who,  to  a largo 
extent,  were  not  co-operators.  Therefore,  the  plan 
would  not  be  workable,  and  it  would  have  a bad  effect 
on  members’  shares  from  Uie  point  of  view  of  thrift. 

fllr.  Mihell,  J.P  (managing  secretary,  Portsea  Island 
Society)  and  Mr.  Olney  (secretary,  Southampton  So- 
ciety) were  anxious  for  further  particulars  from  Mr. 
Riddle  before  committing  themselves  to  tho  scheme, 
which  at  present  seemed  to  them  to  be  unworkable. 

iMr.  Prynne  said  that  if  the  scheme  were  adopted, 
the  movement  would  cease  to  bo  co-operative.  Com- 
mittees had  now  to  disguise  the  fact  (hat  a sum, 
which  might  be  divided,  was  being  set  aside  for 
reserves. 

Mrs.  Palmer,  J.P.,  reminded  delegates  tliat  quite 
recently  societies  bad  refused  capital  because  they 
had  no  use  for  it. 

Mr.  Fcltmm  (Southampton)  rather  favoured  tho 
scheme.  If  a society,  or  group  of  societies,  -possessed 
£100,000  free  of  interest,  they’  could  beat  oil  competi- 
tors, and,  as  the  writer  ol  the  paper  eajd,  the  ultimate 
gain  would  more  than  compensate  for  any  sacrifice 
made. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

Brighton. — At  tlie  half-yearly  meeting  of 
This  society,  presided  over  by  Sir.  W.  Dall- 
away,  the  sales  for  th©  half-year  were 
recorded  at  £179,764,  a decrease  of  £51,620 
ns  compared  with'  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year.  After  payment  of  working  ex- 
penses, interest  on  share  capital,  £2,968 : 
depreciation  of  buildings,  fixtures,  &c., 
£2,164;  a dividend  of  6d.  in  the  pound  was 
recommended  to  members  on  the  amount  of 
their,  purchases,  and  the  usual  grant  of  2$ 
per  oent.  of  net  profits  to  the  educational 
department!  During  the  half-year  678  new 
members  joined  3111X^377  withdrew  (mostly 
through  leaving  the  district),  the  present 
number  being  11,777.  The  share  capital 
amounted  to  £114,324,  a very  small  decrease. 
The  new  bakery  supplied  1 .220,312  "21b. 
loaves,  a-s  compared  with  1,197,U85  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Fifty-one 
claims  had  been  made  under  the  collective 
assurance  scheme  amounting  to  £‘302  0s.  4d. 
Miss  F.  G.  Elmes  and  Messrs.  J.  Batts  and 
G.  Webber  were  elected  to,  the  general  c-om- 
mittoe,  Mr.  T.  Hussey  being  elected  by  the 
meeting  to  take  tho  place  of  Mr.  W.  Dall- 
away,  who  had  been  elected  "president.  A: 
donation  of  Id.  tier  member  was  made  to  tho 
Southern  Convalescent  Fund-. 

King's  Lynn. — Mr.  0.  W.  A.  Proctor  was 
in  tho  chair,  at  the  half-yearly  meeting, 
held  in  the  Central  Hall,  King’s  Lynn,  on 
Sent.  14th.  The  report  for  half-year  ended 
July  26th  showed  sales  amounting  to 
£73,750,  and  the  net  profit,  after  paying 
all  working  expenses  and  collective  life 
assurance  premiums,  amounted  to  £2,740  6s. 
7d.  Dividends  of  lOd.  in  the  pound  Yo 
members  and  5d.  in  the  pound  to  non-mem- 
bers were  declared.  The  members  numbered 
5,605,  and  the  share  capital  standing  to  their 
credit  totalled  £28,763.  Messrs'.  H.  Ander- 
son, W.  E.  Pye,  and  J.  W.  Raby  were  re- 
elected on  the  general  committee,  and  Mrs. 
Giles  re-elected,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Taylor 
elected,  on  the  educational  committee.  The 
president  (Mr.  C.  W.  A.  Proctor)  gave  a 
full  report  of  the  work  done  by  the  educa- 
tion;! 1 and  distress  committees  during  the 
half-year. 

A pleasant  time  in  rural  Hertfordshire 
was  spent  on  Saturday  by  tiie  East  Ham 
Men’s  Co-operative  Slate  Club  Four  of  t-lio 
lohdon  Society’s  motor  coaches  <onveyed 
the  party  to  St.  Margaret’s,  whore  various 
games  were  participated  in.  followed  by  a 
tea  at  the  Crown  Hotel.  In  the  evening^ 
there  was  a concert  nt  which  an  excellent 
programme  was  presented,  tho  accompanist 


12 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


BKPTBWBRa  23(  if>22 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  ba 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women's  Pages,” 
“Co-operative  News”  Office,  Long  Millgnte, 
Manchester. 


DIVIDEND  QUEUES. 

THEIR  SIGNIFICANCE  TO-DAY. 

South  London  lias  "been  interested 
during  the  last  week  by  a picture  which 
has  appeared'  in  the  press  depicting  a 
“ dividend  queue  " at  Woolwich.  This 
shows  a long  queue  of  people,  mostly 
housewives,  lined  up  and  extending 
far  along  Powis-street,  waiting  to  receive 
their1  portions  of  the  £66,836  surplus — 
the  result  of  their  half-year’s  trading 
at  the  stores. 

It  is,  of  course,  as  the  management 
committee  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society 
say  in  their  report  to  the  members,  a 
matter  of  **  profound  satisfaction  ” to 
find  that  the  society  has  surmounted  all 
the  difficulties  of  the  slump  in  trade,  the 
large  volume  of  unemployment,  and  has 
been  able  to  declare  an  increased  divi- 
dend of  is.  iu  the  pound.  It  is,  however, 
a little  sad,  that  so  many  housewives 
found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  their 
dividends  instead  of  being  able  to  leave 
them  to  accumulate  as  share  capital. 

One  presupposes  that  a great  part  of 
the  money  withdrawn  nail  find  its  way 
into  the  drapery,  boots  and  shoes,  and 
furnishing  departments.  Dividends  are 
more  often  than  not  ear-marked  for  these 
special  departments  long  before  they  are 
realisable.  It  always  has  been  so,  and 
'co:operators'  children  have  been 
noticably  well-shod  and  well-clad  in 
comparison  with  other  workers’  and 
non-co-operators’  children. 

From  the  housewife's  point  of  view, 
the  spending  of  dividends  as  they  are 
earned  is  a satisfactory  and  quite  legiti- 
mate use  of  the  surplus  due  to  her, 
because  of  her  loyal  trading  .with  her 
society.  But  from  the  larger  co-operative 
point  of  view  it  is  not  so  satisfactory,  as 
the  amount  of  surplus  which  is  used  for 
building  up  the  corporate  power  -and 
usefulness  -of  the  movement  might  be 
very  much  more  than  it  is. 

The  sight  of 'this  iJfctut®  of  the  Wool- 
wich queue  brings  to  pur  mind  the 
remembrance  of  other  queues  of  a few 
years  back,  when  women  waited  long  for 
a ration  of  food.  The  contrast  is  im- 
mense. Then  it  was  a struggle  for  indi- 
vidual rights,  undertaken  in  an  atmos- 
a phere  of  fear  and  desperation.  To-day 
the  11  dividend  queues  ” which  are  taking 
place,  not  only  in  London  but  in  many 
parts  of . the  country  are  gatherings  of 
mutual  congratulation  aud  satisfaction  ; 
a tangible  testimony  to  the  value  of 
co-operative  methods  of  trading.  They 
bring  home  to  us  all  the  vision  of  the 
Pioneers,  who  showed  us  how,  by  the 
simple  process  of  eliminating  “ profit  ” 
as  that  word  is  understood  in  the  ordinary 
sense,  and  working  together,  “ Each 
for  All  and  All  for  F,ach  ” — practising  (as 
the  old  rule. books  used  to  say)  honesty 
and  fair  dealing  iu  all  things,  the  business 
of  supplying  the  needs  of  everyday  life 
can  be  lifted  on  to  a higher  plane. 

Besides  the  surplus  dividend  indi- 
vidually amongst  the  members,'  large 
sums  are  annually  set  aside  by  the 
” Arsenal  ” Society  for  the  education 
of  the  people  in  methods  of  co-operative 
and  social-  improvement.  Large  sums 
are  also  set  aside  by  mutual  agreement 
for  helping  the  sick  and  relieving  the 
needy.  The  necessity  for  such  help  .will 
always  arise  in  any  comnulnity,  but 
amongst  co-operators  this  necessity  is 
reduced  to  its  minimum,  because  of  tile 
methods  of  thrift  made  possible  in  the 
movement. 

t Dividends  not  withdrawn,  except 
under  necessity,  remain  in  the  care  of  the 
society,  watched  over  and  are  there  as  a 
■'  nest  egg  ” against  sickness'  or  other 
" rainy  day.”  We  can  do  without 
queues  if  to  do  so  means  that  members 
can  save  their  dividends  ; but  mean- 
while they  demonstrate  to  the  world  at 
large  tire  fact  that  co-operative  trading 
has  something  to  offer  which  no  other- 
system  of  trading  can  give  to  the  house- 
wife. 

Last  week  the  Paulton  Guild  held  a suc- 
cessful social.  At  the  interval  Mr.  R.  T. 
lJambtr  (Bristol  branch  manager  of  the  Co- 
operative Insurance  Society)  made  a strong 
•1  appeal  for  support  of  the  Insurance  Society, 
whose  benefits  are  far  superior  to  the 
nverage  insurn no?  society. 


WOMEN  GOOD  STORE  SHOPPERS. 

WHAT  SOME  MANAGERS  HAVE  TO  SAY. 


Without  doubt  the  future  trading  pros- 
perity of  our  movement  lies  in  the  bands  of 
the  women. 

The  men  may  earn  the  money,  and  give 
all  or  port  only  for  their  wives  to  spend  on 
the  home.  But  whilst  men  study  economics 
from  books  and  listen  to  lectures  on  the 
subject,  it  is  the  women  who  are  the  prac- 
tical economists.  And 
if  they  fail  to  render  a 
fair  account  of  their 
stewardship,  the  men, 
children,  and  home  are 
soon  affected. 

Knowing  this,  the 
movement  is  failing  in 
its  cardinal  duty  if 
easy  trading  facilities 
are  not  given  to 
working  women.  The 
difficulties  of  working- 
class  budgets  should 
be  well  known  to  those 
who  direct  the  trading 
of  our  mpvement.  And 
if  women  are  failing  to 
purchase  as  lavishly  as 
their  means  permit  at 
their  own  local  stores, 
it  is  time  the  question 
was  boldly  faced,  and 
remedial  steps  taken. 

Of  course,  the  ideal 
to  lie  attained  is,  that 
not  only  should  -he 
bulk  of  the  money*  find 
its  way  into  the  co- 
operative till,  but  the 
goods  purchased  should  be  the  productions 
of  the  C.W.S. 

An  enterprising,  thorough-going  manager 
of  one  store,  paying  a fair  dividend,  is  con- 
vinced tli at  women  are  particularly  faithful 
not  only  to  their  stores,  but  to  C'.W.S.  pro= 
ductious.  He  is  doing  75  per  cent,  of  his 
business  with  the  C.W.S. . and  the  women 
ask  for  C.W.S  goods..  Although  butter, 
for  instance,  was  higher  priced  than  that 


PUSH  THE  SALES. 


I commend  “Woman*  Outlook’ 
for  two  reason*.  Everywhere  the 
sales  should  be  pushed. 

“Woman’s  Outlook” 


contains  light  reading  lo  cheer-  when 
tired  and  weary.  For  *erious  reading 
there  ore  articles  on  Internationalism, 
nnd  other  important  subjects  ol 
special  interest  to  worn  n. 

The  whole  magazine  is  lull  of  .wise 
and  useful  advice,  and  no  womsn 
co-operator  should  be  without  a copy. 
It  is  the  best  magazine  lor  women  on 
the  market  to-dsy.  and  1 am  glad  to 
say  the  soles  in  our  own  society  are 
increasing  Once  read,  every  reader 
is  eager  lor  the  neat  issue. 


.WIVES  AND  C.W.S. 

NEED  OF  MARRIED  WOMEN  IN  PAID 
POSITIONS. 

Dear  Madam, — The  question  of  married 
women  in  paid  positions  gives  one 
furiously  to  think.  Perhaps  wo  ran 
decide  ‘it  better  when  we  have  decided 
whether  it  is  right  to  demand  of  a woman 
on  her  marriage  day  that  she  shall  hence- 
forth only  rise  socially  just  ns  her  husband 
lifts  her.  However  ambitious  she  is  for 
her  children,  she  must  place  them  only  as 
high  as  her  husband's  earnings  will  allow 
her.  To  treat  the  subject  without  prejudice, 
one  must  either  demand  that  all  remunera- 
tive work  must  lie  banned,  or  allow  all 
women  to  use  their  own  discretion  and  in- 
tuition. If  a clerk  may  not  retain  her  post 
after  marriage,  then  a cook  may  not  take 
in  boarders.  If  a needlewoman  in  a ready- 
mades factory  must  retire  at  marriage,  then 
a dressmaker  must  not  do  a- hit  in  amongst 
her  home  ' tending.  The  suggested 
proviso,  “ if  her  husband  earns  enough  to 
keep  her,”  is  utter  rot.  Who  can  decide 
how  any  woman  ought  to  bo  kept  better 
•than  herself? 

- Now  let  me  state  one  or  two  typical  cases 
I know.  One  woman  who  was  a cook  before 
her  marriage  takes  in  boarders,  and  lives 
in  a house  of  which  her  husband’s  money 
just  pays  the  rent  and  rates.  She  provides 
a comfortable  home  for  her  hoarders,  and 
keeps  a decent  roof  over  her  family’s  head. 
Witji  the  suggested  ban,,  the  only  roof  she 
could  afford  would  he  a very  leaky  one,  I 
am  afraid;  aud  the  food  and  clothing  could 
hardly  he  sufficient  to  keep  body  and  soul 
together.  Again,  a woman  1 know  was  a 
teacher,  and  afterwards  a general  organis- 
ing secretary  before  her  marriage.  She 
gave  up  her  post  and  started  keeping  house. 
Housework  brought  out  eczema,  which 
would  have,  "been  kept  in  abeyance  with  a 
dry  occupation.  She  is  now  almost  incur- 
able, a great  sufferer,  and  all  her  training 
and-  accomplishments  practically  wasted. 
Let  me  quote  one  more  case,  that  of  a woman 
whose  husband  earns. between  £4  and  £5  a 
week , and  so  would  be  considered  above  the 
poverty  line.  There  are  three  children, 
none  earning;  so  she  manages  to  spare  two 
rooms  to  let  to  a boarder.  This  addition 
to  the  family  income  means  that  she  enn 
pay  a single  woman  to  come  in  a couple,  of 
hours  each  morning  to  give  her  a hand  with 
the  work,  and  can  send  her  child  to  a pri- 
vate school  (she  is  not  old  enough  to  demand 
a place  in  a State  school).  Thus  she  helps 
one  woman  who  likes  housework,  but  wants 
to  live  at  home,  to  earn  her  living. 

With  the  threats  we  hear  of  higher  tax 
on  unearned  incomes,  capital  levies,  A-<\, 
women  do  not  want  money  to  hoaixl.  What 
they  earn  they  earn  to  spend  again,  and  when 
they  have  earned  it  they  are  not  likely  to 
spend  it  foolishly.  If  more  of  the  wives 
who  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  C.W.S. 
productions  were  occupying  responsible 
positions  in  the  movement,  we  should  make 
headway  in  the  direction  of  efficiency. 

Until'  motherhood  is  endowed  by  the 


at  the  multiple  shops,  there  was  no  lessening 
in  the  demand.  It  was  realised  that  the 
butter  sold  at  the  stores  wan  up  to  the 
standard,  and  not  a mixture. 

At  this  particular  shop,  small  quantities 
of  tea  and  sugar  and  any  other  commodity 
are  willingly  served. 

The  drapery  manager  of  another  delight- 
ful store  had  many 
things  to  say.  He  is 
head  of  a thorough- 
going establishment, 
out  to  satisfy  the  small 
income  with  a good 
article,  and  also  please 
those  whose  wages  are 
higher.  He  declared 
that  there  is  a great 
demand  for  C.W.S. 
goods  of  the  cheap 
kind.  For  instance,  59. 
lid.  shirts  and  6jd.  col- 
lars are  always  in  de- 
mand. He  told  us  that 
the  average  shopper 
prefers  C.W.S.  and  co- 
operative factory  made 
goods  to  any  other,  and 
when  buying  many  cus- 
tomers express  a par- 
ticular wish  for  these 
things. 

Given  the  oppor- 
tunity, these  managers 
were  both  supremely 
convinced  that'  the  wo- 
men are  ready  and 
willing  to  spend  to  the 
last  penny  at  their  own  stores.  But  there 
is  a great  amount  of  loyalty  yet  to  be 
awakened  by  the  wider  expansion  of  C.W.S. 
productions  in  every  department — drapery, 
shoes,  hardware,  and  grocery. 


Among  the  recent  appointments  to  the 

magisterial  bench  is  Miss  J.  E.  Wilson, 
secretary  of  the  Blackpool  Women’s  Guild. 


State,  and  the  rest  of  the  adult  community 
is  more  efficient,  married  women  need  paid” 
positions,  and  paid  positions  need  married 
women. — Yours  very  sincerely, 

Letchworth.  E.  A.  Wheeler. 


A DAY  OF  REJOICING. 


Dividend  Queojc  at  Woomvi.u. 


BY  ORDER  OF  THE 

MINISTRY. 

Guardians  and  stores  dividend 

Dear  Madam, — I am  writing  to  you  :n  r„ 
ferenoo  to  a new  development  which  has 
taken  place  in  connection  with  tlio  uaenu 
ployed  and  the  Board  of  Guardians,  Tlio 
following  is  the  system  which  our  lo.  il  board 
has  adopted  for  the  relief  of  the  out-of-work 
poor.  By  an  agreement  with  the  Town 
Council  each  unemployed  person  applying 
relief  is  given  one,  two,  or  three  (lavs' 
work,  according  to  the  number  of  hn  family 
work  which  Is  paid  for  with  grocery  tickets 
and  enough  money  for  rent.  During  tjm 
past  few  months  recipients  have  \cn 
allowed  to  present  such  tickets  at  t heir  nwn 
particular  shops,  and  quite  a large  numW 
have  been  changed  at  the  local  eo-operntte 
society.  Recently  the  Ministry  of  Health 
has  issued  instructions  to  the  effect,  ' That 
these  people  are  not  to  receive  the  dividend 
on  such  purchases,  but  instead  it  is  to  bo 
paid  to  the  local  Guardians,”  who  have 
therefore  been  made  “ a shareholder  ” of  the 
local  society,  and  will  accordingly  draw  tlio 
dividend  on  these  unfortunate  people’s  im< 
chases.  Cannot  something  to  done  bv  tlio 
Women’s  Guild?  Much  can  be  accomplished 
collectively  where  as  individuals  we  are 
helpless. 

It  would  appear  not  only  obviously  unjust 
to  the  people  themsalves,  but  it  is 'also  an- 
other  indirect  attack  on  the  co-operative 
movement,  as  the  members  will,  perhaps  nut 
realising  the  true  cause  nnd  motive  of  this 
action,  lore  faith  in  our  stores. — I a in  vouri 
faithfully, 

E.  E.  Foistku,  P.-I..G. 


PRISON  REFORM. 

Dear  Madam, — On  reading  your  interest- 
ing article  on  the  Summer  School  for  Women 
Magistrates  in  Oxford,  I thought  .t  might 
be  of  interest  to  many  to  know  that  nn 
active  'branch  of  the  Howard  1.  ■ imm  for 
Penal  Reform  is  working  in  Man,  ii  > r. 

The  Howard  League  believes  that  prisons 
and  punishment  take  too  large  a p m in  dip 
British  criminal  treatment,  this  p-,  a use  too 
much  value  is  attached  to  the  ) "iwr  of 
retribution.  Of  the  three  m.  i Is  of 
dealing  with  crime  that  of  .n  vntiun 
through  probation  has  the  high’,  .,  value, 
next  comes  reformation  through  relomntoiy 
institutions  for  both  adults"  and  children, 
and  third  a subordinate  place  is  or*  u pied  by 
prisons.  The  league  sets  itself  the  task  of 
achieving  this  new  orientation  of  the  forces, 
combating  crime. 

The  Manchester  branch  of  the  league 
wishes  to  help  its  own  members  an  I others 
to  understand  wliat  the  prison  sy-tem  is, 
and  its  effect  upen  those  vruo  come  under  its 
influence  j it  wishes  to  see  educatin' ml  work 
in  prisons  increased,  believing  that  this  will 
assist  in  the  reformation  of  those  who  have 
come  under  the  law. 

Members  of  the  league  are  giving  lectures 
upon  penal  reform  in  the  district,  and  many 
Co-operative  Women’s  Guilds  have  shown 
themselves  interested:,  and  have  asked  for 
these  lectures.  It  is  hoped  also  that  classes 
in.  era  ft  work  may  be  allowed  in  the  prison 
this  winter,  concerts  also  can  be  mangel 
for  the  prisoners,  and  flowers  sent  for  tlio 
prison  chapel  and  infirmary.  The  branch 
also  gives  assistance  in  probation  work. 

Joan  Edghxlt.,  B.Sr.. 

Hon.  See.,  Manchester  Branch. 

“Bramber,”  Hale,  Altrincham. 


FOR  SCOTTISH  FREEDOM. 

Dear  Madam, — We  on  this  side  of  the 
border  sympathise  with  our  Scottish  sisters 
in  their  stand  for  freedom  of  action,  and 
hope  and  trust  that  their  efforts  will  te  suc- 
cessful. If  this  attempt  to  dictate  the 
policy  of  the  Scottish  Guild  has  the  same 
effect  as  the  attempt  by  the  Co-opcnitiw 
Union  to  dictate  policy  to  the  English  Guild, 
we  know  the  result  will  be  a victory  for 
freedom.  The  fight-  put  up  by  the  Engl15*1 
Guild  welded  the  branches  together  a* 
nothing  else  could  have  done,  and  what  is 
more  it  enlarged  the  vision  and  outlook  or 
the  women.  I gather  that  the  subject  i" 
question  with  our  Scottish  sisters  is  politics- 

Politics  govern  us  from  the  time  we  g° 
UP  in  the  morning  to  going  to  bed  at  night, 
Whether  we  like  it  or  not;  whether  we  know 
it,  is  another  question.-  Now  that.  "Tilin'11 
have  tlio  vote  they  ought  to  know  it,  $o 
that  they  may  use  their  votes  intelligently 
in  the  interests  of  their  families  and  tin 
workers  generally. 

Mrs.  M’Nair  refers  to  an  organisation 
that  is  supposed  to  be  non-political.  •S|lj1'  . 
organisations  exist  here,  nnd  efforts  Ha' 
been  made  and  good  salaries  offered  to  Pr‘ 
minent  guild  members  for  arranging  '"r.° 
of  theif  speakers  to  address  Guild  brand'  • __ 
Theiv  efforts  have  been  made  to  get  I>rojl  ' 
nent  guildswomen  to  accept  office,  with 
object  tlfiU  others  will  follow.  i,  of 

I hope  our  sisters  over  the  other  -sltle 
the  border  will  stick  to  their  guns,  and  Pr<’  . 
that  guildswomen  will  neither  be  <’oer 
nor  bought  with  grants  to  which  cornli 
are  attached. — Yours  sincerely. 

Coventry.  Annie  E.  Coukte. 

Mrs.  Dewsbury  writes  once  more  1°  . 

the  numerous  guilds  who  sent  her  nies^,.j, 
of  loving  sympathy,  which  have  dona  ' 
to  cheer  her.  Now  in  her  usual  good  1 • 
nnd  able  to  undertake  home  dunes, 
certain  amount  of  outside  work,  ' .VuilJ 
bury  hopes  to  preside  at  her  own  l,Jia  =■ 
this  week. 


gKPTKMBr.R  23,  1922. 
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NO  AFTERTHOUGHT : NO  SIDE-SHOW. 

WOMEN'S  REPRESENTATION  MUST  BE  INCREASED. 

HOW  YNYSYBWL  PRACTISES  EQUALITY. 


The  members  of  the  Ynysybwl  Society 
/Wales)  are  quite  proud  of  the  fact  that  two 
women  sit  on  their  society’s  management 
and  one  on  the  educational  committee,  Miss 
Annie  Hughes  having  been  elected  ns  the 
employees'  representative  and  Mrs.  It.  A. 
Rowlands  by  the  members  in  the  No.  2 
voting  district,  while  Mrs.  Doran  is  the  edu- 
cational committee  member. 

Being  in  a meeting  of  our  Pontypridd 
Women’s  Guild  recently,  I was  asked  if  I 
believed  in  women  on  management  commit- 
tees, and  having  answered  iu  the  alfirma- 


early  days,  we  must  increase  women's  repre- 
sentation on  all  our  co-operutive  bodies. 

Speaking  directly  of  our  own  society, 
women  have  a distinct  sphere  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  affairs.  Just  two  years  ago  a 
millinery  department  was  revived  at  our 
drapery  centre.  A great  factor  in  success 
here  is  up-to-date  fashions,  and  who  should 
speak  better  on.  this  question  than  a 
woman?  Again,  in  our  staff  of  employees 
there  are  many  girls  and  women,  perhaps  to 
the  extent  of  one-third  of  the  total  number, 
and  for  years  a management  committee  com- 


Miss  A.  Hughes, 
Management  Com- 
mittee. 


Mrs.  Rowlands, 
Management  Com- 
mittee. 


Mrs.  Doran, 
Educational  Com- 
mittee. 


tive,  was  further  required'  to  give  reasons 
why.  1 should  have  liked  many  more  men 
to  have  been  present  to  hear  the  discussion. 

A "home”  without  a woman’s  care,  a 
■woman's  thought,  and  a woman’s  love  can 
never  be  really  home  in  the  full  sense  of  the 
word,  and  will  be  an  unsightly,  one-sided 
concern.  Likewise  a co-operative  society, 
managed  entirely  by  men,  lacking  the 
woman  s point  of  view  and  the  feminine  out- 
look. will  be  a one-sided,  ill-balanced  affair ; 
and  where  co-operation  between  the  sexes  is 
lacking  there  cannot  be,  fulness  of  purpose 
in  our  co-operation  for  trade  and  commerce. 

Again,  co-operators  have  always  vaunted 
the  " equal  citizenship”  to  obtain  in  our 
movement,  i.e..  one  vote  for  each  member, 
regardless  of^sex,  and  a voice  to  influence 
other  votes,  with  all  other  privileges  and 
responsibilities -of  membership.  This  was 
“democracy”  in  1844,  but  by  to-day  our 
interpretation  of  democracy  is  different,  and 
if  vre  wish  to  keep  the  lead  we  had  in  the 


posed  entirely  of  men  have  been  adjusting 
their  wages  and  conditions  of  employment. 
Now  things  are  more  equitable  in  this  direc- 
tion. Keen  discussions  on  prices,  especially 
of  foodstuffs,  have  always  been  a feature 
of  our  committee  meetings.  Now  we  have 
women  with  us  the  discussions  are  even 
keener,  and  rightly  so. 

All  this  tends  to  show  how  the  equality 
of  the  sexes  is  being  recognised  in  a South 
Wales  society.  Women’s  representation 
with  us  is  not  an  after-thought,  a side-show, 
or  a 11  concession,  to  popular  opinion,”  but  a 
sincere  recognition  of  the  two-fold  aspect  of 
life.  In  our  Pontypridd  district,  women 
played  a strenuous  part  in  securing  the  elec- 
tion to  Parliament  of  Mr.  T.  l'\  Mardy 
Jones,  and  the  four  branches  of  the  Women’s 
Guild  connected  with  our  society  are  doing 
splendid  work.  May  it  continue,  develop, 
and  extend  must  bo  the  wish  of  all  earnest 
cooperators.  w.  Hazeli., 

President,  Ynysybwl  Industrial  Society. 


OURSELVES  AND  THE  C.W.S. 

MRS.  COTTRELL  AND  RESPONSIBILITY  TO  THE  FEDERATION'' 


IDLE  MACHINES  IN  OUR  FACTORIES. 


Jhts.  M.  E.  Cottrf.ll  (C.W.S.  director) 
was  the  speaker  at  the  South  Yorkshire  dis- 
trict Guild  conference,  ffeld  at  Beighton, 
near  Sheffield,  on  Saturday  last,  when  Mrs. 
Saxton  (Beighton)  welcomed  the  delegates. 

Mrs.  Priestley  (district  president)  occu- 
pied tlie  chair,  and  in  the  course  of  her 
opening  remarks  stated  that  women  were 
eagerly  looking  to  the  time  when  there  would 
be  two  women  on  the  C.W.S.  board. 

At  the  outset  of  her  address  on  “ Our. 
selves  and  the  C.W.S.,”  Mrs.  Cottrell  told 
how  she  had  got  her  co-operative  training  in 
jhe  Guild,  and  so  keen,  was  she  to-day  on 
the  development  of  the  movement  that,  to 
use  her  own  words,-  “ I should  have  been 
r \r  c-S  .ent)tasiastic  about  working  for  the 
»>  .S.  if  there  had  l>een  no  salary  attached 
I?  ni>'  present  position,”  for  she  still  he- 
leved  that  voluntary  work  and  the  spirit  of 
sacrifice  were  two  of  the  finest  things  per- 
unnin^  to  the  co-operative  movement. 

Every  Member's  Business. 

Coming  to  the  relationship  of  the  federa- 
tion to  retail  societies,  she  asked  why  they 
should  speak  of  the  C.W.S.  as  something 
apart,  when  the  societies  comprised  the 
toleration.  The  Wholesale  was  tlie  child  of 
be  retail  societies.  Of  necessity  the  raove- 
ment  had  to  become  a producing  as  well  as 
? COl|sumiug  organisation,-  and  it  was  in- 
vesting to  note  that  next  year  would  seo 
0 jubilee  of  C.W.S.  production,  when  the 
*****  biscuit  works  and  Leicester  bo‘ot 
°rks  would  have  been  established  fifty 
years. 

was  the  business  of  every 
nihor,  and  it  was  up  to  societies  to  sup- 
| i ,fc'  If  this  wonderful  machine  had 
ts-  men  it  was  their  business  to  remedy 
an!?1  meanwhile  taking  the  attitude  of  the 
.fhetr"'h,°  wl°te.of  England.  “That  with  all 
.)  uiults  I love  th(?e  still.”  True,  the  ma- 
il nt‘  forked  slowly  and  with  caution,  but 
dll,'-«ry  cautiousness'  of  those  responsible 
g»  'JK  !l?.cei|t  years  had  served.,  in  goo/1 
n,,,'1  ' I‘,e  evils  of  to-day  were  the  result 
merely  of  the  capitalistic  system,  hut 
Bhint  c .lc<*  and  the  competitive 

(lL,.  ot  th,°  Nation,  and  not  until  the  on- 
rc,<||j0U*s  °*  co-operative  idealists  had  been 
(Jc-VpL  aud  an  international  spirit  had  been 
roil  c al  l they  hope  for  a period  of 

Vt^acand  better  trade, 
tlie  c",as  heart-breaking  to-day  to  go  into 
idle  u'°{>?r,'»tivo  weaving  sheds  to  see  tlie 
8l>oublU  1 n€if ’ a.uc)  to  know  that  those  who 
1 helping  to  keep  them  working 


were  purchasing  goods  outside  the  move- 
ment. Criticism  was  never  hurled  at  the 
men -folk  for  buying  pri vately-ma n u fnctii red 
tobacco  with  as  mucli  vigour  as  it  was  at 
vthe  women.  But  it  was  just  as  necessary 
lor  the  C.W.S.  to  advertise  its  own  to- 
bacco ns  to  let  the  women  know  about  its 
clotl.g-s  aud  boots.  She  reconuneiu/ed  fixed 
names  b«ing  given  for  goods  of  C.W.S. 
manufacture,  all  goods  to  lie  marked  with 
their  own  trade  mark,  aud  said  that  num- 
bers who  transferred  money  out  of  the 
movement  were  only  helping  to  strangle 
themselves. 

Let  Us  Adfust  the  Wrong. 

Concluding,  Mrs.  Cottrell  advocated  the 
influence  of  a staid  woman  in  every  office 
where  young  girls  are  employed.  Aud 
as  a means  of  learning  to  understand  some- 
thing of  the  organisation  to  which  they  be- 
longed, she  advised  guildswomen  to  make  i 
study  of  the  C.W.S.  balance  sheet.  And 
whatever,  was  wrong  between  themselves 
aud  the  C.W.S.  (if  there  was  anything)  was 
a master  for  adjustment,  for  “-ourselves  ” 
to  apply  the  remedy.  ^ 

Airs.  Crompton  (Brightside  and  Car- 
brook)  said  the  wages  paid  in  the  .co-opera- 
tive movement  were': too  high,  Including 
those  paid  to  C.W.S;  directors. 

Mr.  Pye  (jjVVoodhouse)  sisj/ed  if  anything 
was  being  done  towards  helping  distributive 
societies  to  get  goods  frqm  the  C.W.S.  car- 
riage paid. 

The  answer  was  that  in  some  instances 
carriage  was  paid  on  certain  articles.  So- 
cieties arouud  Manchester  wefe  , responsible 
for  the  transport  of  their  own  goods,  and 
thus  eliminated  the  cost.  This  matter  was 
not  lost  sight  of. 

A Hillsborough  Delegate  wondered  if  Mrs. 
Cottrell  advocated  members'  children  being 
employed  in  the  movement.  >■— 

The  speaker  wanted  to  see  the  young 
people  of  the  movement  eventually  enrolled 
as  workers  in  the  cause,  ami  felt  sure 
management  committees  would  always  en- 
gage a co-operator  before  a person  from 
outside.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mrs.  Kitchen  (district  committee),  asked 
where  the  C.W.S.  balance  sheet  could,  be 
obtained,  and  was  told  to  apply  to  the  man- 
agement committee  of  her  society  for  same. 

Mr.  Dent  (Brightside  and  C'arbrook)  pro- 
posed the  veto  of  tlianks. 

Mrs.  Billnn  (Beighton)  seconded,  and  Mrs. 
Crockett  (district  committee)  supported,  the 
conference  closing  with  tea. 


THE  INQUISITION  INTO  WOMEN’S  WORK. 

NO  GOING  BACK  TO  PRE-WAR  STATE,  SAYS  MRS.  CLOSE. 


The  quarterly  conference  of  the  South 
Durham  and  North  Yorkshire  Women’s 
Guild  was  held  on  Wednesday  of  last  week 
at  Marske-by-the-Sea,  when  over  100  dele- 
gates and  friends  attended.  Mrs.  Fennel ly' 
(West  Hartlepool)  presided,  and  Mrs.  Close 
(Stockton,  member  of  the  "C.C.)  spoke  on 
“ Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions.”  The 
subject,  she  said,  was  important,  since  an 
insidious  effort  was  on  foot  to  put  women’s 
position  back  to  the  pre-war  state.  During 
the  war  women,  were  needed  for  all  kinds  of 
work,  hut  after  the  chaos  resulting  from  the 
Peace  Treaty,  the  politicians  had  begun  to 
manufacture  reactionary  ideas,  and  the  pro- 
posal to  abolish  married  women’s  labohr  was 
one  of  them.  ‘If  women  were  capable  of 
doing  work,  they  should  be  allowed  to  under- 
take it  without  any  question  ai*ffo  whether 
they  were  married  or  single. 

An  Inquisition. 

There  was  a danger  -m  the  inquisition  to 
which  women  were  subjected  to  regarding 
employment.,  and  they  were  often  coinpeiled 
to  resort  to  deception  to  keep  jobs.  “ What  is 
man’s  work  and  what  is  woman’s  work?” 
Formerly  women  wove,  spun,  baked,  and 
brewed,  but  man  had  filched  that  work  from 
her.  Now  they  were  faced  \yith  the  ’fact 
that  there  were  husbands  who  could,  but  did 
not,  keep  their  wives.  There  was  also  a 
class  of  woman  who  had  learned  how  to 
earn  her  daily  bread,  and  was  no  longer 
dependent  upon  the  husband.  In  Lanca- 
shire, where  the  women  were  keenly  in 
favour  of  married  women  being  able  to 
work,  there  was  no  sign  of  home  life  suffer- 
ing as  a consequence  any  more  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

The  discussion  was  long  and  interesting, 


and  wa-s  shared  in  by  Mrs.  Forsythe  and 
Mrs.  Perceval  (South  Bank),  Mrs.  Hewitson, 
Mrs.  Thorpe,  Mrs.  Shepherd,  Mrs.  Neale, 
Mr.  Shepherd,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Senior 
(Middlesbrough).  The  vote  of  thanks  was 
moved  by  Mrs.  Hewitson  and  Mrs.  Dobbin 
(Brotton). 

Afterwards  a sale  of  fruit,  flowers,  and 
vegetables  from  the  allotments  was  held, 
and  tea  was  provided  by  the  Marske  Guild. 


Mrs.  A.  Andrews  has  been  re-elected  to 
the  Birmingham  Society’s  management 
oommittee. 

At  a recent  Lincoln  district  conference, 
the  delegates  paid  a delegation  fee  of  3d. 
each  towards  the  expenses  of  sending  a 
district  member  to  Congress. 

A very  successful  One-Day  School  held 
recently  at  Newton  Abbot  was  arranged 
jointly  between  the  North-East  Devon  and 
the  South-West  Devon  Districts.  Mrs. 
Millmnu  (C.C.)  presided,  while  Airs.  Roberts 
(sectional  secretary),  in  the  capacity  of 
teacher,  lectured  on  “ District  Work.’’ 

The  co-operative  movement  led  tlie  way  ins 
electing  a woman,  president  far  the  Brighton 
Congress,,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  seo 
whether  the  General  Council  of  the  Trade 
Unions  Congress  or  the  National  Executive 
of  tlie  Labour  Party  will  be  the  first  body  to 
elect  a woman  as  chairman  (writes  a corre- 
spondent to  this  week’s  “Town  Crier”). 
The  working-class  movement  has  been  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  rights  of  women, 
■and  it  is  only  fitting  that  the  women  mem- 
bers of  national  committees  should  be  recog- 
nised by  tlie  election  of  one  of  them  to  the 
presidential  chair. 
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THESE  SPLENDID  SUITS  ARE  IN 

ALL  SIZES, 


ASK  TO  SEE  THIS 
C.W.S.  PRODUCTION 

AND  SO  MAINTAIN  THE 

PRINCIPLE  OF  CO-OPERATION 

BY  BEING 

CLOTHED  IN  THE 
RIGHT  RAIMENT. 
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BREAD  AT  8d. 

PRICES  AT  LOWESTOFT  & WOOLWICH 

Lowestoft  Society  lias  reduced  bread 
prices..  Since  Monday  . of  last  week  the  price 
has  been  8d.  a quartern  loaf,  and  the  society 
is  also  proud  of  the  fact  t hat  since  January  3rd 
this  year  the  price  has  been  9d.  only. 

The  society  is  %<  nerally  a penny  per  quartern 
below  its  competitors  for  bread.  The  result 
of  the  policy  of  placing  this  article  before 
members  at  what  the  committee  consider  a 
fair  price  has  been  reflected  in  increased  bread 
sales  week  by  week,  thus  bringing  down  pro- 
ductive charges,  and  therefore  being  equivalent 
to  the  additional  prices  being  obtained. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Bailey  (manager)  reports  that  the 
sales  in  all  departments  are  on  the  up  grade, 
and  especially  in  the  bakery,  which  is  showing 
record  increases.  Ho  points  out,  however, 
that  although  the  society  during  the  past 
quarter  sold  nearly  J 1,000  more  loaves  than 
during  the  corresponding  period,  yet  the  cash 
taken  was  over  £2.000  less.  Dividend  for  the 
quarter  was  Sd.  in  the  pound.  In  regard  to 
trade.  Mr.  Bailey  believes  the  Lowestoft 
Society  can  look  forward  with  confidence  to 
the  future. 

Royal  Arsenal's  Big  Output. 

Commencing  on  Monday,  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society  has  reduced  the  price  of  bread  by  one 
penny’  on  the  quartern  loaf,  and  a halfpenny 
on  the  half-quartern  loaf.  The  reduction 
applies  to  bread  delivered  at  the  members’ 
houses,  as  well  as  to  loaves  sold  over  the 
counter.  Flour  will  also  be  proportionately 
decreased  in  price.  The  price  is  now  8d.  aj 
quartern. 

It  is  announced  that  these  reductions  re- 
present a saving  to  customers  of  £30,000 
per  annum,  the  output  of  the  society’s  sixty 
depots  being  approximately  fourteen  million 
t'.vc-pound  loaves  a year. 


CALENDAR. 


SEPTEMBER. 

Midland  Educational  ■.  Assoo&tion. — Week-end 
Scliool,  at  Wolvov,  near  Coventry.  Lec- 
turers, Mr.  Frank'  Rescue  (Loudon)  and  Mr. 
T.  Ilackett  (Central  Education  OVnimUee). 

I.  Droylsden  Sundries  Manufacturing  Society. — 
Shareholder-'  Half-yearly  Meeting,  in  (he 
(.'a-opMittive  Hull,  Market-street,  Droylsden, 
at  5-30  pan. ' 

Northern  Section.— South  Durham  District 
Conference,'  nt  Tudhoe  C-olliery,  at  2-30  p.in. 

: Subject  for  discussion  : Mr.  Gi  Riddle’s  Con- 
'gr-.-s  paper. 

, Rorth-Wwtern  Echicaiio: al  Awi>ejat.ion-(Maccles- 
field  Group), — Conference  in  the  Townley- 
f-tr.'  i Seli-ol,  .Snmlerland.-drcet,  Crewe,  ut 
3 pan.  Subject  for  discussion:  "The  l'lace 
of  Co-operation  in  the  Suite.”  Address  l>y 
Mr.  T.  Ar.derson  (Mar.- hester  Co-operative 
Party). 

,,  Northwestern  Sevlioji.— Golderdnle  ’.District 
Cdnieren<«,  in  the  Stainland  Wesleyan 
Suixlny  School,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  con- 
sideration : .Mr.  Riddle's  Congress  paper;  to 
1>*.  introduced  by  Mr.  R.  A.  Palmer  (Co- 
operative Union).’ 

, Noitli-W.'-’em  Section. — Manchester  District 
Cenfer.'iee,  oil  tin  C.W-S.  Premises.  Balloon- 
street,  Mai.<h'~i ■ r , at  2-45  pan.  Subject  for  • 
diecu-vdon  : “Trade  Campaign."  Speaker, 
Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (C.W.S.  direotor). 

, North-We-tern  S:ct ion. —South  Yorkshire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Congregational 
Schoolroom,  Killamanh,  at  8 pan.  Subject 
for  consideration  : " The  Work  »f  a District 
Association'*’;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  G. 
Major. 

, Wo.nn's  Guild. — North  Lancashire  District 
ixi:ff rer.o-,  in  the. Co-operative  Hall,  Ahhey- 
r-vid,  Eerrdwdn -Furness,  at  2-30  .pan.  Sub- 

. jeet  for  discussion : " Married  Women  in 
Paid  Petitions."-  S]>eal;er.  Mrs.  -Russell 
(sectoral  secretary). 

, Wolfin's  Guild. — Nottingham  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Nolherfleld, 
at  3 pan.  Subject  for  discussion  : ••  Our 

Movement : Its  Progress  and  Opr  Duties." 

Shcerm--  Society's  Educational  Department.— 
Week-end  School  at  Shcerness.  Lecturer, 
Profex-or  F.  Ilall,  M.A  Subject  : " Co- 

t ivration  at  Iloijie  and  Abroad,” 

h.  Wr  n il's  Guild.— Grimsby  District  Conference, 
in  the  Working  Menl*  Institute,  Union- 
street,  Retford,  nt  3 pan.  Subject  for  dis- 
cus-con : " District  Work."  Papir  by  Mrs. 
Brel;  ford. 

Cambridge  S'ciely's  Educationnl  Department. — 
Week-end  SOi<X)|,  from  'Seplemlter  29th  to 
October  1st,  Ih  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Cam- 
bridge. Lecturer,  Mr.  F.  Bromley. 

Birmjrghum  Convention.— Mojnirg  Session  for 

.•  Coaiiiiittconieii  and  Officials,  in  the  Meet- 
ing Hull  of  the  Birmingham  S>>ciety.  High- 
street,'  Birmingham,  at  11-16  si.ni.  Subject 
lor  discussion  ; “ Seeing  It  Through."  Itaper 
by  Mr.  ,1.  McDowall  (secretary , Birmingham 
Society). 

, Birmingham  Convention.— Afternoon  Session  in 
the  Digbeth  Institute,  Digbeth,  Birmingham, 
nt  3 pan.  Address  by  jMr.  J.  R.  C'lvnc-s, 
M.P.  Subject,  “The  Wreck  of  Industry  und 
the  Way  to  Rescue." 

, Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educationnl 
Association. — Conferences  for  Touchers,  at 
Lisoarcl  Hall,  .Wallasey,  nt  3-30  pan.  and  6-30 
pan.  Lecturer,  Miss  E.  M.  Fountain  (Oo- 
operativc  Union).  Subject,  “ Co-operative 
Education." 

, Midland  Section.— Nottingham  District  (k infer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall.  Stiuilou  Hill, 
nt  3 pan.  Subject  for  discmvdon  ; " Pro- 
ductiou  ur.d  Distribution. " Paper  by  Mjv- 
Jaine*  Herbert  (Stanton  Hill). 

, Northern  Educational  Association.— Conference 
In  the  Co-oparntivo  Hall,  Cramlington,  at 
2-30  pan.  Subject  for  discussion  : ••  (in. 

op?rativo  and.  Eccaiomic  Recmist ruction." 
Address  by  iMr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (O-oimrutive 
I'nion).  ' 

. North-Western  Educational  Association  (Oldham 
and'  District  Group). — Conferejicc  in  the 
Philanthropic  ’flail,  Hamnot-street,  Hyde,  at 
3 pan.  Subject  for  discussion  ; Education 
mtiyo) : Its  Civic  Aspect."  Speaker. 


(Cooperative):  its  Civic  Aspect."  ; 
Alderman  Houghton.  J.P.  (Oldham). 

Southern  .Section.— Beds.  and  Bucks.  District 
Conference,  in  the  Co-operutive  Hull,  Wat- 
ford, at  3 pan.  Subject  for  discussion  : Mr. 
G.  Riddle’s  Congress  paper;  to  lie  introd-urd 
by  iMr.  M.  II.  Cleor  (sectional  hoard). 

Southern  Sfcct  ion  .—Norfolk  District  ('..nferemv, 
in  the  .Adult  Schoolroom,  New  Conduit-street, 
King’s  Lynn,  at  3-15  pan.  Subject  for  dfc- 
ciiBSton : Air.  O.  Riddle’s  Congrtna  paper. 
lUmder  of  paper.  Mr.  (I.  Riddle. 

Women's  Guild  (Dewsbury  and  Huddersfield 
DIM  riels). — Conference  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall  Hanley, .nt  2-45  pan.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " .Joint  Trade  Ounpdign."  Siioak.-r, 
Mrs.  Daws,  S.C.  (Scsvrlioroug'h). 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIB0T1VE 
•ft  ALLIED  WORKERS-Tkc  N.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  “ Ruulab'c  " Trid;  Union 
Paper  I'ubliihsJ  fortnightly, 
l(«.n  Saturdays).  Pri»  2d..  I 
from  b.nnch  & crrtoriej,  or  3d.  j 
post  Ires  from  Central  Office—  ; 

'Oakley."  Wilnulow  Road.  ! 

Fallowfield.  Manchester.  j 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BOOT  TRADE.— MALE  FIRST  ASSISTANT  Wanted; 

over  21  years;  good  trade  experience  essential; 
good  opening trade  union  wages,— Slate  full  particu- 
lars by  letter,  Boots  Deiwrtment,  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  Cairo-street,  Warrington. 


D" 


uiood;  N.U.D.A.W.  scale  wages  paid; 
family  to  increase  tnule.— Applii-ations.  accompanied 
by  recent  testimonials,  to  be  forwarded'  by  September 
22nd,  to  W.  JKNKINS,  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society, 
Newtown,  Mid-Wales. 

DR  APERY.— Competent  ASSISTANT  (female)  Wanted 
to  take  charge  of  Horsham  branch  shop;  small 
(rude,  capable  of  large  increase;  applicants  must  be 
smart  window-dressers,  experienced  in  all  departments, 
and  good  stockkecpers;  also  trade  unionists, — Apply, 
slating  age,  wages  required,  and  experience,  with 
copies  of  testimonials,  to  Commit tco,  Cooperative 
Society  Ltd.,  Ward -street,  Guildford. . 


I3ISH  AND  GREENGROCERY.— Wanted,  smart 

YOUNG  MAN  to  take  charge  of  new  branch, 
undtfr  manager;  must  have  good  experience  in  the 
trade. — Applications,  blaring  age  and  full  jxirticulars 
of  present  and  past  employment,  with  copies  of  at 
least  two  testimonials,  to  be  stunt  to  the  Doncaster 
Mutual  Co-operative  Industrial  Society  Ltd.,  John- 
strect,  Doncaster,  to  arrive  not  later  than  Tuesday 


HEAD-MILLtNER  Required;  qualified  to  control 
workroom ; with  expert  knowledge  'of  millinery 
and  mantles. — -Apply  immediately,  Grays  Co-operative 
Society,  Grays,  Essex.' 

HVW.IRTII  INDt 'STRIA  L i imiPKKAIIVE  six  I El  Y 
LIMITED.— Wanted,  SECRETARY  and  GENERAL 
MANAGER;  membership  1,200;  animal  turnover 
£60,000. — Applications,  stating  age  and  experience,  along 
\ls,  to  be  in  by  Tuesday, 


vith  two  recent  testimonial 
September  26th,  before 
rotary  and  Manager." 

ILKESTON  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LT1).  invite 
applications  for  GROCERY  MANAGER;  must  be 
capable  buyer;  13  shops;  trade  last  liali-year  £65,000; 
N.U.C.O.  shale.— Write,  stating  age,  qudUHeat ions,  de- 
tails of  e.xporience,  and  copies  of  baloney?  sheet.-,  for 
tli°  Iasi  twelve  months,  with  references,  on  or  before 
27th  inst.,  to  12,  South-street,  Ilkestoji. 

TIME  Committee  of  the  Devices  Co-operattvO  Society 
beg  to  thank  the  iMimereiis  applicant-,  for  po«t 
of  CLERK,  urd  to  nay  -that  the  position  is  'now  Ailed. 


THE  Committee  of  the  St.  C-nlunil)  Road  Co-o|>t? ra- 
ti w Society  desire  to  thank  all  applicants  lor 
the  MALE  ASSISTANT  vacancy,  and  beg  to  state  tliat 
an  appointment  has  lansn  made. 

THE  (VnuniHee  Of  the  Doncaater  Society  desire  to 
I hank  all  applioant^-'fhr  the  position  of  DRAPERY 
MANAGER."  afid  to  intininte  that  an  appointment  lias 
now  been  made.'  . , 


THE  Committee  of  tlie  Haywards  Heath  Society  wish 
to  lhank  the  niimercsLs  applicants  for  the.  position 
of  HEAD-BAKElt,  and  beg  to  inform  ■ them  (hat  'the 
post  Inis  been  filled. 

X^TANl’ED,  n smart,  reliable  ASSISTANT  as  FIRST 
Tv  HAND'  at  Central  Stores  in  Grocery  iuiU  Pro- 
vision DepaxtnienU  applicants  must,  be  very  smart 
with  provisions,  a good  salesman  and  dusplayer  of 
goods;  trade  union  wages  paid. — Apply  by  letter, 
giving  ege,  .particulars,  and  enclosing  copies  of  refer- 
ri!ei:s,  ftc. , envelupes  to  !>-•  markeil  “ Assistant,"  to 
General  Manager,  Co -operative  Society;  Chatham. 

\XfANTRD,  a smart  MAN  as  CANVASSER;  to  serve 
T v in  shop  lat  ter  j«irt  of  week ; wages  and  com- 
mission.— Applications,  slating  age,  experience,  and  re- 
muneration required,  to  be  sent  to  the  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.,  Colfiford,  near  Bath. 

W T ANTED,  MANAGER  for  Boot  and  Shoe  Depart- 
T v inent  ; imixt  lie  -first -class  iimn,  with  tlvoroUgh 
knowlexlgo  of  repairing  deivirtment ; strict  discipli- 
narian; good  buyer  and  efficient  stockkeepcr;  annual 
mi!j-s  about  £20,000;  repairs  1,000  (o  1,200  typekly; 
N-tl.CrO.  fictile.— Apply  of  once,  slating  age  and  ex- 
perience, and  enclosing  copies  of  testimonials,  to  Man- 
aging Secretary,  Co-OjH>rative  Society  Ltd.,  Gillingham, 
Kent. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


WARE- 

_ , ._  . . OUTERS. 

-Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  lor  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Tcuneb,  Ger  end  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  dnrt  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.l. 

AKER  and  CONFECTIONER  seeks  SITUATION; 

well  up  all  round;  single;  aged  38;  highest  refer- 
i.— Box  47,  " Co-operarive  Nows,"  Muncliestor. 


B 
B 

tary,  Arr.alganicted  Union  ol  Operative  Bjkcrs  and  Con- 
leclionerr,  67,  Sj dney-street,  London,  S.W. 


AEERS-— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
> Vales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banfield,  General  Score- 


I BURNISHING  and  HARDWARE  MANAGER  desires 
CHANGE;  40  years  of  age;  24  years'  experience, 
furniture,  china,  hardware,  carpet,  and  lino.— Box 
No.  50,  " Go-opcrutieo  News,"  Mur.chcxter. 

Grocer y.-branch  manager  or  pntsr  hand; 

19  years'  experience;  expert  window-diu-wer  und 
canvasser;  midlands  or  north;  excellent  rcfsv— itox 
No.  49,  " Co-operative  News,"  MunohesU-r. 


'Yf'EWSPAPKRS,  BOOKS,  & c.'—  ADVERTISER,  39.  over 
a’I  20  years'  retiul  experienev,  oflcrs  to  develop 
rapidly  a profitable  department ; large  deliveries 
organised. — F.  J.  DOWSETT,  19,  Key  nation  i Card-ns. 
Ellliam,  S.E.9. 


C GENERAL  MANAGER,  small  sociely;  YOUNG  MAN, 
W 32,  with  exceptional  experience  in  Grocery  an<l 
Provisions  and  allied  d*-|>arlmeu(»,  desires  CHANGE; 
first  prixo  window  . lre-es  r;  strictr  disciplinarian ; 18 
years'  experience  in  co-operative  und  private  trade.— 
Box  No.  48,  " CXM>iienii.ive  News,"  Manchester. 
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APARTMENTS. 

OUOLA8.— “ Claremont,"  Loch  Promenade;  Pri. 

ml  Bearding  Estab. ; closo  Pier,  G.P.O., 
tel.  " Claremont,"  Douglas.— Tarifl  from 
tCK,  Proprietor. 


ED 


NOAH  BOROUGH— NORTH  CLIFF. — TlNDM-L's  B.iard- 
ing  House,  3,  Blenheim  terrace.  Uninterrupted 
« -view.-  Liberal  cuisine. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


NROSLAND  MOOR  UNITED  II AN AflELL  RINGERS. 
' Open  for  engagements.— Terms,  apply,  T.  Gaiit- 
‘>0,  10,  Chapel  tcrrace,  Crosland  Moor,  Iludderslluld. 


" A charming  elooulionist  who  keeps  the  altention  of 
the  audience  from  beginning  to  end." — York  Indus- 
trial Society. 

MARGARET  MURCH, 

IN  WHOLE-EVENING  COMEDY  and  DRAMATIC 
HIGH-CLASS  RECITALS.  Singing  and  Pianoforte 
Interludes  by  MARIAN  MURCH.  Winded,  October  9th 
to  17th,  lo  follow  Nottingham  and  precede,  Goole; 
mid  week  November  12th,  Northampton  district. — 
Address,  Higher  Brooks-lune,  Street,  Somerset. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.O.). — Write  for  urtistea 
to  IL  UioueiiD,  66,  Great  Prescott-strcet,  London,  E.l. 


EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES— NOTE. 

MBAIIITZ  OPERATIC  and  MUSICAL  GRAMO- 
o 1 I10NL  LECTURES;  no  speaker  or  con- 
cert party  needed;  the  success  of  lust  season'  nil 
Records  in  English.— Terms  to  C.W.S.  Concert  Agency. 
Manchester.  ■" 


A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMICS."— Entire 
New  Programme.  All  the  Latest  Songs,  Abso- 
lutely refined.  Thank*  Roy  ton  and  Huddersfield, 
and  Bowloc  S.S.  for  dates. — Terms  mod.  Distance 
15:  War  Wick-street,  Hulmc,  Maiicliester. 
Tel.  1163  Central. 


WANTED.  PUPILS  for  Pja 
Dancing  Class;  ti 
Lloj’d -street,  Moss  Side. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  BOOKKEEPING.— CORRESPOND- 

ENCE  CLASSES,  First*.  Second,  nnd  filurd 

Stapes;  Exliert  Tuition:  nnrnl  no,,,  HOrct 


Stages , Exjiert  Tuition';  eurol  now  and  ensure  sftccesa 

at  examinations;  send  stamp  for  prospectus. G 

WILLIAMSON,  A.L.A.A.,  Certified  Accountant,  12,  North 
Saint  Andrew-strect,  Edinburgh. 
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jEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thing, 
W famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  Nnliomil  Dairy  Show 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter- 
special  terms  to  oo-operative  societies;  prices  on  uppli! 
cation. — Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-strect,  Exeter. 

■|^REE.— POCKET.  RUBBER  STAMP  ol  your  name  and 
JL  address;  also'  particulars  of  money-making  spare 
time  agency.  E.  Richkord,  8 and  9,  Snow  Hill,  London. 

FOR  SALE,  HORSE-DRAWN  BAKERY  VAN  and 
small  two-seater  FIAT  CAR,  with  Dickie.— Apply, 
General  Manager,  Wakefield  Industrial  Society,  Sinvtto- 
street,  Wakefield.  * 


1!pOR  SALE,  BAKER'S  VANS,  2 and  4 wheelers;  all 
ready  for  the  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  HAWKING 
I AN  on  •“  Ford  " chassis.— Apply,  the  Leicester  Car- 
wage  Builders  apd  Wheelwright.s  Limited,  Mnrlow-road, 
Leicester. 


COAL  WAGGONS,- 

FOR  SALE.  10  COAL  WAGGONS;  capacity  8 tons; 

go:jd  i . luLirimi ; - ^£35. — Scottjsli  Cooperative 
Wliolesale  Society,  Got  Department,  (19,  Paisley- 
road,  Glasgow. 

FOR  SALE,  "Ford"  DELIVERY  VAN;  just  over- 
hauled;  may  be  seen  any  lime.  For  SALE, 
CHESTNUT  MARE;  good  vanner.— Co-operative  Society, 
Newport  Puguell. 


H 


OW  to  cut  PAPER  LFTPfERS  and  FIGURES  for 


27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 


H 


OME  BREWING. 


One  6d.  packet  of  Miller's  Mult  and  Hops  makes  a 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEER  at  a total  cost  of 
about  10d.,  and  entails  no  .more  trouble  than  boiling 
potatoes  for  dinner. 

Why  then  pay  the  high  prices  charged  in  public- 
houses?  Sold  by  Co-operative  Societies,  Grocers,  &e. 
Ask  for  it  and  TRY  it.  A boon  in  these  hard  times. 

Sole  Proprietors  : 

THE  MILLER  MANUFACTURING  CO., 
KINO-STREET,  STRETFORD.  MANCHESTER. 


Motor  cycle  combination  for  sale-,  6 h.p. 

Federation-;  new  Juno;  perfect  condition;  tho- 
rough trial.— Ramsorn,  55,  Godinton-rd.,  Ashford,  Kent. 
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lionised  the  teaching  of  this  science; . for  students, 
workers,  and  the  young;  2d.  past  free. — Bowman 
atKl-  Mimnocil,  Shoe-lane,  London,  E.C.4. 


THE  INSTANTER  " INTEREST  and  DISCOUNT 
TABLES  "'is,  ns  the  " Co-oiHU-ative  News" 
says,  a time-saver  indispensable  to  the  clerk;  shows 
a*  a glance  interest  on  amounts  froiti  penny  to  £1,000; 
universally  praised  by  the  press;  Is.  2d.  post  free.— 
Bowman  and  Muitnoar,  Shoe-lane,  .London,  E.C.4. 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operativa  Society's 
Restaurant. 


WORKING  A 44-IIOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  unde/  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  11.  TONGE,  Tho  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 

?J^7’ANTED,  oil  General  Managers  to  send  for  copy 
> 7 of  SLIDE-MATfC  PROFIT-ADJUSTING  BACON 
CHART,  which  givrS'  selling  prices  for  all  cuts  to 
return  10,  12j,  or  15  jier  cent,  profit  on  soles  at  nny 
cost  price  per  owl.;  hundreds  in  doily  use  with  socie- 
ties, multiple  shijp,  and  private  trader;  post  free. — 
Mvt.tS,  5,  Ilighlnntl-plttoe,  Bridgend,  GLuinergan.  5s.  9d. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION-Midland  Section. 


AUTUMN  CO-OPERATiVE  CONVENTION 


SEPTEMBER  30th,  1922. 

SATURDAY  MORN INC-1 1-15,  ia  the  Meeting  Hall  of  the 
Birmingham  Society,  Mr.  J.  McDOWAJ-L  ( ' tertiary  o/  the 
Bi tm  sham  Soci’lu)  will  lead  o paper,  entitled  " Se«INC  IT 
Through"  (being  a discussion  of  presem-day  difficulties). 
Chairman  : Mr.  HILLIARD  (Preodent  o/  the  Walsall  So Qely). 
AFTERNOON— 3 o'clock,  et  The  Digbeth  Institute,  Digbeth. 
The  Riour  Hon  J.  R CLYNES.  M-r^  will  speak  upon  The 
WwcK  OF  lNDUS-ntV.  AND  THE  Way  TO  Rescue.  ’ Chairman  : 
H.  G JOHNSON  (President  of  the  Birmingham  Trades  Council )■ 


Turog_the 
daily  Saving 

No  waste  in  Turog  Bread -it  keeps  fresh  and 
moist  for  days.  No  waste  - its  delicious  flavour 
wi  1 make  your  household  eat  up  every  crumb. 
No  waste  —for  Turog  Bread  is  concentrated 
nourishment  in  its  highest  form. 

Th— rrUR°G  BROWN  FLOUR  Co.  Ltd.  CARDIFF 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  Eat 


T0DM0RDTN  INDUSTRIAL 
AND  C0-0PE8ATIVI  SOCIETY 
LIMITED. 

WHOLESALE  BOARD 
ELECTION 

Manchester  Di  trid. 

The  Director  . .!  the 

above  society  lu\.-  gnut 
pleasure  in  Doniu  uing  one 
of  tlieir  col  leas  ii  , loan. 

JOHN  H. 
WHITAKER 

for  a seat  <>n  the  Directorate  of  the  O ] rathe 
Wholesale  Ssrciety  Limited. 

He  has  the  unaniihous  support  ' of  the  D-oriJ  nl 
Directors,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  Im  ih' 
eketors  of  (he  Co-opcrativo  Wholesale  Socn1 , I umUd 
ns  a very  suitable  .peraon  for  a seat  on  tin  l'-orO. . 

lie  is  an  ardent  Co-operator,  and  Trade  !'i  mnist. . 

lie  has  iin  unbroken  record  on  our  Board  ■ : Hir-c- 
tors  from  1912  except  during  the  period  he  wa-  . rving 
ayilh  tlie  Briti.di  Army.  On  his  return  lie  " ) imme- 
diately again  placed  on  the  Board  of  Direct"!  ..(  our 
Sotviety. 

He  i.s  a member  of  the  Todinorden  Ikir  " ii  Town 
Council,  as  Labour  representative,  and  ha-  !••••  n up- 
pointerl.  Chairman  of  the  Motor  'Bus  Sub-Committee. 

He  is  also  a member  of  the  County  Ex-'-iitive  uf 
tin*  Bcamers’,  Twisters',  and  Drawers'  A - - • : mid 

President  of  Hie  local  hnuich  of  that  hods- 

He  is.  also  on  the  Executive  of  the  local  T rules 
Council. 

He  is  a fluent  speaker  and  a great  -Mint  rt 
economics. 

We  believe  he  would  be  an  acquisition  to  ilm  BaipI 
of  the  Co-operativQ  Wiolcsale  Society  Limited,  and  we 

respectfully  solicit  your  vote  and  infiuer. l"5 

behalf. 

He  takes  a great  interest’ in  the  Friendly  s 
movement  and  all  movements  which  are  in  Ike  in* 
forests  of  the  worktjig  cLu»-v,  of  which  the  < p a»bre 
Movement  is  principally  composed.— On  beliall  »i  the 
Board  of  Directors,  yours  fnithtullv, 

JOHN  W.  BENTLEY.  Pre-idonl. 


YOU  CAN  NEVER  BREAK 

PROTECT  A LITE 

“P-A-L.” 

GAS  GLOBES 


INCREASES  LIGHT 
SAVES  GAS  MANTLES 
It  your  dowter  cannot  •apply  them,  otdirdirget  0 ™ 

SAFETY  GLOBE  CO., 

Pifco"  House,  MANCHESTER- 


ONLY 

2/- 


Don’t  Pay  More 


ONLY 

2/6 

Post  Frw 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPEBATIVf 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  “LARIAT''  Bool 
Laces,  also  BracAS,  Suspenders,  Elastic  we  ' 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trim®10* 
RegistereJ  Offic;  17,  Middle  HiLL'liTi.  SrJ 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


H6YIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


If  y« 
mnt 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEB0P2 

Brand. 


AddreEs;  SPEROPB  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL.  nenr  HINCKLEY.  . 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  'WEAR. 

Ask  nt  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLIUR  BINS  i SHOOTS 

aro  giving  ovqry  satisfaction.  This  Is  proved 
by  tho  Increaso  1 Repeat  Ordoca  that  ora 
coming  io.  If  you  have  not  got  a Uata- 
Iogu  >,  please  write  for  ouo. 
Manufacturers  and  fuvnlsliora  of  Appli- 
ances for  "Excelda”  Check  System, 
that  his  proved  successful  at  Uarusley. 


Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT. 

LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALDION  UTUEET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Makers  o'  Float, 
Grain,  Pofi'.o, 
Sujir,  Treicla 
Bias  sad  Shoots. 


Di  ry,  Bakery, 
on!  But:h:rm 
Dopirtmonts 
Supplied. 


Send  for 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 


FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


.L,”  11  Eccle3,"  “ Climax. " and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Acconnts.  “SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time.  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches  : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle- on-Ty no; 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


FOR  — 


DOUGH  MOULDERS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 


Telegrams  : 

PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


Tdebhone  : 

301  PETERBOROUGH 


Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 

David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


-V>de  Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes.  — 


: DRUMMER 
■ DYES 

I 

| 

■ 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  -MADE.- EDGES.  BOLTON. 

Makers  ofGdaes’  “ZDolly  tBlue"  $ “ZDolly  (Bream .' 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U " WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


Cbe  Ideal’ 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP"  LTD. 

Hialey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  ol  Oxford  Shirtings,  GranJrcllcs,  FlanneleU;, 
Silesias,  Linenettcs,  Lustres.  & Silketeen  Lining  t ; 
also  ol  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No. 9 Pillar.  Tel.: National, Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Clock  Golf.  Croqubt. 

Billiards.  Nenr  to  Kenyon  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 


Your  Store  slacks 

INTEGRITY 


BRAND 

Ladies’  and  Gs-ts’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 

Give  up  wearing  ill-fittio-J 
and  uncom'ortnbU  Hosiery 

and  Underwear.  

We  can  fit  yoj  perfectly. 

Our  Bminrn  i 
growing  became  th: 

Zi£i,d‘kl  “ 

THE  BEST. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salr,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  line ; ar-  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

MANUFACTUR'D  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  Pi 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Br‘,“d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 
Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closla* 
Twist,  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  &c.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : Th:  English  and  Sottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  tho  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Sho»3 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  tho  Trade  Union  Stamp 

EQUITY  WORKS,  WTXV""* 

Branch  Warehouse:  8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  fcnffi?  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  H 11s,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Lti 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths. 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


A SHINE  IN  TIME . 


Pelaw  Polish  is  Best  for  Boots.  Buy  It.  Try  It. 


Sk 


KlTKMHKn  2;j  l 


A Capital  Butter  Substitute  is 

Friary  Lactic  Chees* 

From  th6 

C.W.S.  Butter  Establishment.  Brisling 


! C.W.S. 


Cod 

Liver 


Emulsion 


SAFE  AND  SURE, 
GOOD  AND  PURE. 


buying 
from  your 
Stores  those 
things  that  are 

from  C.  W.  S. 
factories.  Your  Capi- 
tal is  invested  in  Co- 
operative Clothing  Fac- 
tories. Then  wear  co- 
operative suits,  made 
from  C.W.S.  Cloths  and 
Serges. 


□ □ □ 


Your  Capital  is  invested 
in  Co-operative  Boot 
Works.  Then  wear  Co- 
operat  vc  Eoots  of  the 
Wheatsheaf  Brand. 


THERE  are  pleasant  places  in  our  land  where  co-operative  mills  and  factories  exist. 

These  are  dependent  for  employment  on  the  individual  purchases  of  co-operators, 
trade  unionists,  and  consumers  generally.  Hence  the  necessity  for  all  sections  of  the  public 
to  ask  for  C.W.S.  productions  at  co-operative  stores — every  time  and  all  the  time. 


T ACTIO  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
-*-'1  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialities.  Ask  f-.r  it  in  your  local  shop. 

GMOKERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  C.W.S.  always. 

X~NLUES  in  cakes  of  all  sizes  are  prepared 
at  the  C.W.S.  Glue  Works,  Pontefract. 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  glue — and  stick  no  other. 

FEDERATION  SELF-RAISING  FLOUR 
is  famous  in  the  Lancashire  district, 
and  housewives  proclaim  that  there  is 
“none  better”;  and  that’s  the  fact. 

/CONGRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  the  best 
known  soaps — made  by  the  C.W.S.  for 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W.S.  flourish 
aud  grow. 

“ 1>ELAW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  a 
-*■  shoe-shine  that  rivals  sunshine. 
Always  brilliant  and  bright.  The  shine  that 
won't  come  off.” 

A/TKING  DYES  are  made  in  really  artistic 
* colours,  and  are  reliable  in  domestic 
use.  Ask  to  see  the  range  of  Viking  Dyes 
at  your  Store. 

iV/JANAGERS  WANTING  HELP  in  the 
delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  the 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley,  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 

("»  \\T  G GOLD  FLAKE  Cigarettes 
* **  are  t]1G  cigarettes  to  ask 

for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  the  letters 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 

G PORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
^ the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS  CATA- 
LOGUE from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 

TAEVONIA  SERGES  are  the  productions 
■*-'  of  the  Buckfnstleigh  Mills  of.  the 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not,  why  not?  They  aie  real  co-operative 
productions,  Al. 

“ A Wise  Woman  knows  that  quality 
pays,  and  that  C.W.S.  Jain  classes 
itself  above  all  rivals.  Nothing  but  pure 
Refined  Sugar  and  the  Finest  Selected 
Whole  Fruits  arc  used,  ahd  prepared  under 
Ideal  conditions.  That  is  C.W.S,  Jam — 
Sold  at  your  Stores.  Try  it — others  do — 
why  not  you?” 

^EE  the  WHEATSHEAF  UNDERWEAR, 
^ which  is  supplied  from  every  store  that 
is  co-operative.  Loyal  co-operators  should 
always  ask  for  Wheatsheaf  Underwear  and 
Hosiery. 

VIKING  DYES  live-22  colour* M 
famous  C.W.S.  Works'at  !*«■ 
for  Viking  Dyes  at  your  Store.  ^ 

OER\aCBCY(XECAimiBIte^ 
^ hiitph«:me.  and  bakery  (^P3  ,r  V 


ft  VI  Lb  UlLLJl  , , J -nfirlnROt4-' 

~ butcheving,  and  bakery  deP3  ^ 

made  at  the  C.W.S.  Cycle 
Birmingham.  Co-operative  g_ 
i _ i: r.i  \ cw.-atirA  rarrK 


Uirminguam.  v/o-opc* 
delivered  by  co-operative  came  j 

POSTERS  for  educational^^ 
Wishful  to  keep  the  co-opej* 
to  the  front  are  obtainable  fro® i,wt«r. 
Stationery  Department  at  Man 
your  manager  to  make  inquir 


Health  salts  are  a ft. 

the  equipment  of  every  » 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.  ■ ' j pJi 
SALT S — pi ea sa n t , effective,.  ^ c> 

These  are  specially  prepared 

Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-i£^-  — 


FIRE  INSURANCE  policies  t 

A for  co-operators  by  the 
Insurance  Society  Ltd.,  " 1 ^ .j  is  dtfjj 
in  all  co-operative  oe.nfcre®’  Mralnri 
inr  ii  svstem  of  reaching  co-  pe  «p 


III  ail  CU-opei  ay  tv  ■ rtner3M’f: 5 

ing  a system  ot  reaching,  co-^^  spec**! 
where.  Members  of  Insur*D* 

invited  to  see  that  Co-open  '" 
discussed  at  Branch  mee tu»6J  app^5™ 
pnd  particulars  will  bo 
to  109,  Corporation-street, 


trjoted  and  Published  by  the  NITI01UI  Co-oruums  Pubusk.nq  Socibtv  Limited,  at  their  Offloee,  Long  Militate,  iManclu-sler. — Saturday,  September 
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THE  “CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS”  FOR  PROGRESSIVE  VIEWS. 


A NEW  BOOT  FOR 
MEN. 

METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

ifQk 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

Is  it  stocked  at  your  Store  ? 

FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 

IF  NOT.  WHY  NOT  ? 

; v,  & rjoumtu  oj  ffssoci&iGQ  j v. 

AT  THE  STORES. 

No.  2,679.  No.  179.  New  Series.  Manchester.  Saturday,  September  30,  1922. 


A WINTER’S  TALE 

NOTHING  MUCH— BUT 
USEFUL. 

Every  co-operative  committee  ought  now  . 
io  get  a move  cm  to  maintain  trade  in  time 
of  depression.  If  the  purchasing  power  of 
old  members  lessens,  the  loss  should  be 
made  good  by  the  addition  of  new  ones — 
l,v  personal  canvassing  and  a word  among 

friends. 

And  then  there  is  the  stocking  of  the 
windows  to  be  seen  to.  Every- 
thing in  the  grocery  windows 
should  be  from  the  C.W.S. 

In  the  boot  department  every 
corner  of  the  window  should,  during  the 
early  days  of  October,  hare  only  WHEAT- 
SHEAF  FOOTWEAR  and  Pel  aw  Boot  Polish. 

I saw  a co-oporative  window  absolutely 
spoiled  the  other  day  because  "mingled  with 
a capital  show  of  co-operative  boots  from 
Rusliden,  Leeds,  and  Leicester  were  three 
kinds  of  boot  polish — all  from  outside 
makers.  It  was  a pity,  for  such 
competitions  is  an  offence  against 
loyal  trading. 

I hope  next  time  I am  that  way 
io  see  a good  show  of  PELAW  Polish — 
the  polish  that  brightens  tho  boots  and  pre- 
serves the  leather.  Just  look  at  your  own 
store,  and  see  that  your  own  society  is  right. 

Just  now  there  is  quite  a run  on  the 
C.W.S.  SUIT  at  39s.  6d. — one  of  the  best 
and  most  satisfactory  suits  now  available 
in  the  movement.  Every  tailoring 
department  should  make  a point 
of  pushing  this  essentially  co- 
operative production. 

By  the  way,  those  in  the  West  of  Eng- 
land wanting  furniture  should  NOT  FORGET 
the  Bristol  Furniture  Works,  from  which 
is  turned  out  some  of  the  most  artistic 
goods  for  the  new  houses  that  are  being 
elected  for  the  people.  There  are  furniture 
factories  at  Broughton,  Pelaw,  and  Bir- 
mingham that  are  already  well  known,  and 
the  C.W.S.  factory  at  Bristol 
can  do  with  all  the  trade  that 
tho  co-operators  of  the  West  and 
South  of  England  and  South 
Wales  can  give.  A man  from  Bristol  re- 
minded mo  recently  of  the  good  work  that 
is  being  done  there,  so  that  societies  in 
Devon.  Somerset,  and  the  other  famous 
counties  should  keep  it  going. 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  I hear  that  the 
C.W.S.  DRAPERY  Departments  are  pre- 
paring for  winter  sales  of  Blankets,  Quilts, 
and  the  articles  that  defy  the 
coldness  of  these  climes.  Retail 
managers  should  make  it  easy 
( for  their  members  to  get  the 
C W.S.  Blankets  from  Littleborough  and 
tno  C.W.S.  Quilts  from  Broughton  and 
relaw.  Members  of  the  Women’s  Guilds 
jmould  ask  to  see  these  goods;  they  should 
be  a central  feature  of  every  Drapery 
"'splay  during  October. 


" LOOK  AFTER  THE  PENCE  AND  THE 
POUNDS  WILL  LOOK  AFTER  THEMSELVES." 
There  is  no  denying  the  truthfulness  of  this 
adage,  bulunlessfiractisedin  therightwaythe 
Progress  is  slow  and  sometimes  discouraging 

~DON’T  BE 
DISCOURAGED  ! 

Tby  Again  in  tiie  SOUND.  PRACTICAL, 
and  COMMON-SENSE  WAY. 

Invest  Your  Savings 

- EITHER  PENCE  OR  POUNDS- 

•n  a Co-operative 
Endowment  Policy. 

LrincCr®liVe  tife  Ajvturance  Policies  offer  exceptional 
lies  lor  utvinz,  and  also  provide  protection  jA 
against  Life's  Uncertainties. 


Write  for  particulars  to  C.I.S., 

1^9,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester,  and 
59,  Morrison  Street,  Glasgow. 


EDINBURGH  CONGRESS 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

PRESIDENT  ELECTED. 

It  is  a long  time 
till  next  Whitsun- 
tide, but  Congress 
arrangements  can- 
not be  deferred  till 
the  last  minute. 

The  United  Board 
of  the  Co-operative 
Union,  on  Friday 
last,  unanimously 
elected  Mr.  Robert 
Stewart  (president 
of  the  S.C.W.S.) 
to  be  President  of 
the  Edinburgh  Con- 
gress. Mr.  Stewart 
is  no  novice.  He 
Mu.  Robert  Stewart,  lias  had  quite  a 
lively  training  in 
the  chair,  which  is  all  to  the  good,  but  he 
has  been  so  long  associated  with  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee,  the  International 
Alliance,  the  International  Wholesale  Com- 
mittee, and  other  infportaut  bodies  that  he 
may  be  said  to  have  a good' grasp  of  most 
of  the  questions  likely  to  create  dismission 
at  Edinburgh.  He  succeeded  Sir  William 
Maxwell  as  president  of  the  S.C’.W.S.,  but 
lie  has  been  a director  since  1899,  and  he 
lias  been,  besides,  a director  of  the  United 
Baking  Society,  president  of  tlie  “^Scottish 
Co-operator  " Newspaper  Society,  president 
of  the  K inning  Park  Society,  a Bailie  of 
Kinning  Park,  a member  of  the  Glasgow 
City  Council,  ami  a member  of  the  Govuu 
School  Board.  The  UniuJ.  Boa.  I,  in 
selecting  Mr.  Stewart,  have  given  effect  to 
the  recommendation  of  the  Reception 
Committee. 

The  Usher  Hall,  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful halls  in  which  Cougress  has  yet  been 
held,  has  been  secured  for  the  Congress 
proceedings ; the  Waverley  Market  has  been 
secured  for  the  Congress  Exhibition,  and  is 
the  most  commodious  exhibition  hall  yet 
used ; and  the  Synod  Hall,  Edinburgh’s 
second  largest  assembly  room,  has  been 
engaged  for  the  servioe  of  luncheons,  which 
will  be  purveyed  by  St.  CuthberL's  Co- 
operative Association. 


SCHOOL  AGE. 

PROTEST  BY  THE  PARLIA- 

MENTARY COMMITTEE. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, held  in  London  on  Tuesday,  Septem- 
ber 19th,  it  was  reported  that  the  Dental 
Board  would  be  unable  to  receive  it  deputa- 
tion on  the  relation  between  dentists  and 
co-operative  societies'  until  late  in  October. 
It  was  decided  to  proceed  with  the  request 
for  a deputation  to  lie  received  at  that  time. 

The  committee  had  before  them  the  draft 
regulations  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
under  Section  3 of  tho  Milk  and  Dairies 
Amendment  Act.  Instructions  wftre  given 
as  to  the  next  step  to  he  taken  in  the  matter. 
The  committee  decided  to  be  represented  at 
a meeting  of  tlie  National  C lean  Milk  Society 
which  is  to  be  held  hi  London  next  month. 

It  was  reported  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Sale  of  Food  Order  had  been  continued  until 
Parliament  re-asseiiibled  under  the  Expiring 
I.aws  Continuing  Bill,  and  the  Secretary  is 
to  attend  a conference  of  Scottish  societies 
-in  Glasgow  on  the  subject  on  Oetobor  7th. 

A strong  protest  is  to  he  mude  to  the 
Board  of  Education  against  the  .inclusion  in 
the  new  regulations  of  a clause  which  pro- 
vides that  where  local  authorities  have  raised 
the  compulsory  age  of  attendance,  the  exclu- 
sion of  children  under  six  on  the  ground,  that 
there  is  no  accommodation  available  will  he 
regarded  ns  a cause  for  exclusion.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  this  was  the  setting  up  by 
regulation  power  for  the  local  authorities  to 
exclude  children  under  six,  although  it  was 
explicitly  stated  by  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion in  dealing  with  the  Geddes  report  that 
whilst  the  compulsory  age  was  raised  to  six 
it  would  be  incumbent  upon  local  authorities 
to  provide  accommodation  for  children  who 
desired  to  attend  school  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  six. 

‘In  connection  with  the  Government  Com- 
mitfcee  of  Inquiry  on  the  Rent  Restriction 
Act,  it  was  docided  to  support  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Act.  A small  sub-committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  a statement  for  sub- 
mission to  the  Government  Committee. 

Various  other  matters  of  importance  to 
tho  movement  were  dealt  with, 


TRADE  OF  THE  C.W.S. 


RESULTS  OF  HALF-YEARS 

OPERATIONS. 

SALES  STILL  DOWN  BUT  BALANCE 
ON  THE  RIGHT  SIDE. 

The  C'o-operative  Wholesale  Society’s  sales 
for  the  half-year  amounted  to  £32,175,883, 
the  decrease  being  £10,165,693,  or  roughly 
21  per  cent.  Goods  to  the  value  of 
£10,037,939  were  supplied  by  the  society’s 
own  productive  works  ; but  this  is  a decrease 
of  almost  30  per  cent. 

Out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  half-year’s 
trading,  after  providing' "fur  all  expenses  of 
production  and  distribution,  £619,666  goes 
to  pay  interest  on  capital,  £374,968  is  set 
aside  for  depreciation  on  property,  a net 
profit  of  £23,521  is  available  to  be  placed  to 
tlie  reserve  fund,  which  at  the  end  of  the 
half-year  amounted  to  £614,988.  Tlie  in- 
surance fund  was  increased  bv  £59.982  dur- 
ing the  half-year  which  brought  the  total  up 
to  £1,000,7-12.  Tlie  Banking  Department 
carries  tho  current  accounts  of  1,026-jat 
operative  societies';  7,748  trade  unions  and 
friendly  societies ■ 2,698  clubs  and  other 
mutual  organisations  ; and  3,794  individuals. 
In  addition  there  are  308  deposit  accounts  of 
trade  unions  and  friendly  eoc-ieties  who  have 
no  current  accounts  at  tlie  bank  ; and  there 
are  only  sixty-seven  distributive  co-operative 
societies  that  do  not  hank  with  the  C.W.S. 
The  deposits  and  withdrawals  for  the  half- 
year  amounted  to  £252,833,323.  This  is  a 
decrease  also. 

Further  reference  to  the  C.W.S.  report 
is  made  in  tin  article  by  a financial  expert 
on  page  5. 


GENERAL  ELECTION 

PROSPECTS. 

PROPHETS  STILL  BUSY. 


[By  Odr  Parliamentary  Correspondent.] 


The  dull  season  has  given  political 
writers  an  opening  for  displaying  their  pro- 
phetical gifts.'  During  tlie  past  weeks  there 
have  been  many  forecasts  as  to  the  probable 
date  of  the  General  Election.  The  opinion 
which  is  generally  held  is  that  the  date  . is 
not  fai*  off.  A great  deal  depends,  of 
course,  on  the  Conservative  conference 
which  is  to  be  held  in  November,  when  it  is 
expected  there  will  be  plenty  of  outspoken 
criticism  from  the  “Die-Hard”  section, 
who  are  clamouring  for  a break-up  of  the 
Coalition.  The  serious  turn  of  events  in 
the  Near  East  may  have  some  effect  in  de- 
laying tlie  appeal  to  the  country,  for  the 
turmoil  of  a General  Election  to  clash  with 
“another  little  war”  would  lie  unthink- 
able. Everyone— except  the  profiteers  who 
make  fortunes  from  the  nations’  follies — 
is  hoping  that  the  jingo  spirit  will  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  common-sense  of  the  states- 
men, backed  by  the  masses  who  have  paid 
dearly  in  the  past  for  the  diplomatic 
gambles  of  ambitious  rulers.  . 

In  the  event  of  this  country  keeping  out 
of  the  Eastern  mess,  there  is  every  prob- 
ability cf  an  early  General  Election.  The 
-relations  lvtween  various  sections  of  the 
Coalition  have  been  strained  for  some  time 
past.  This  is  an  open  secret  which  all  the 
slimness  of  I.kyd  George’s  ".boosters  ” has 
failed  to  hide.  The  Protectionists  have 
gained  a victory  in  securing  the  imposition 
of  a duty  of  331  per  cent,  on  fabric  gloves, 
in  face  of  the  determined  opposition  of  the 
Lancashire  cotton  industry.  Encouraged 
by  this  triumph,  the  Tariff  Reformers  nT? 
likely  to  make  still  further  demands  which 
will  try  the  loyalty  of  the  Free  Trade  mem- 
bers of  the  Government. 

There  is  a growing  feeling  in  the  country 
that  the  Coalition  Government  has  entirely 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  electorate.  The 
Tories  are  desirous  of  reverting  to  the  old 
party  system,  and  many  have  long  ago  be- 
come distrustful  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  and 
are  yearning  for  a new  leader,  who  will 
secure  for  them  a return  to  power.  In 
some  quarters  it  is  expected  that  Mr. 
Bonnr  Law  will  return  to  the  fighting  line 
and  roneent  to  lend  a re-formed  Conserva- 
tive Party. 

The  position  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George  is  diffi- 
cult to  define.  With  the  restoration  of  tlie 
pre-war  political  parties,  like  Othello,  lie 

[Continued  at  foot  of  fourth  column.] 


PEACE  IN  THE  HOME. 


A CO-OPERATOR'S  DELIGHT- 

FUL HOBBY. 

C 0 - O TERATOR3 
are  esse  ntially 
social  reformers, 
but  in  Mr.  'Thomas 
Way,  of  wake- 
field,  the  move- 
ment has  a pioneer 
ih  a most  useful 
form  of_  social  ser- 
vice. No  man  has 
done  more  to  in- 
crease the  sum  of 
human  happiness. 
Hundreds  of  lives 
have  been  saved 
from  wreck  and 
scores  of  homes 
owe  all  their 
present  happiuess 
to  his  friendly  advice.  His  work  in 
connection  with*  what  has'  been  styled  his 
“ Matrimonial  Troubles  Court  ” has  won  recog- 
nition all  over  the  country,  and  during  the 
last  few  weeks  especially  many  sympathetic 
references  to  it  have  been  made  in  tho  press. 

It  is  nearly  twenty-three  years  since  Mr. 
Way  first  went  to  Wakefield  to  undertake  the 
duties  of  Police-Court  Missioner.  His  business 
was  to  ait  in  the  poV>«/-courts,  to  hear  the  cases, 
and  strive  to  win  back  to  the  path  of  rectitude 
those  unfortunates  whom  drink  had  led  astray. 
It  was  a heartbreaking  business  for  a man  of 
fine  sympathy.  Many  would  have  been  dis- 
couraged by  the  seeming  hopelessness  of  many 
of  the  cases,  but  beneath  the  fund  of  sym- 
pathy which  is  Mr.  Way’s  most  salient  charac- 
teristic. there  is  the  spirit  of  the  fighter.  What 
especially  distressed  him  was  the  frequency 
with  which  young  married  couples  came  Defore 
the  justices  to  seek  a separation.  Experience 
taught  him  that  many  01  the  differences  which 
led  to  the  police-court  and  a separation  need 
never  have  become  so  serious  had  there  been 
an  independent  mediator,  in  whom  both  parties 
could  have  confidence,  to  whom  their  troubles 
could  be  told.  It  was  that  conviction  which 
-led  to  the  establishment  of  his  Matrimonial 
Troubles  Court  ___ 

In  his  cosy  little  office  he  sitsXdaily,"and 
there  the  worried  husbands  and  disappointed 
wives  can  seek  advice.  8ix  hundred  cases 
have  been  dealt  with  in  the  last  ten  years,  and 
500  of  these  have  been  settled  so  satisfactorily 
that  the  couples  are  to-day  living  happily 
together.  To-day,  magistrates,  solicitors,  and 
police  are  increasingly  recommending  couples 
with  a difference  to  " see  Mr.  Way  ” before 
taking' more  drastic  steps. 

A great  deal  of  his  success  is  due  to  his  ex- 
perience as  a co-operator.  For  twenty  years 
he  has  held  official  connection  with  the  move- 
ment. He  lias  been  president  of  the  Wakefield 
Industrial  Society,  has  served  on  many  com- 
mittees, both  local  and  national,  dealing  with 
co-operative  activities,  and  has  frequently 
lectured  under  the  auspices  of  various  co- 
operative educational  committees.  ‘"A  largo 
measure  of  my  success,”  he  says,  “ I owe  to 
my  training  in  the  co-operative  movement. 
It  has  given  me  n wider  outlook,  and  an  insight 
into  the  aspirations,  ambitions,  difficulties,  and 
fears  of  the  common  people  without  which  I 
must  frequently  have  failed.” 


CO-OPERATIVE  BANDS  AND  CHOIRS. 

Conductors  of  co-operative  hands, 
orchestras,  and  choirs  are  invited  to  send  a 
note  of  their  achievements  during  tlie 
summer  and  their  intentions  for  tlie^  next 
season  to  the  Editor,  ” Co-operative  News," 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

will  find  his  occupation  gone.  Ho  is  evi- 
dently not  wanted  by  the  Tories,  whilst  the 
Independent  Liberals  have  "no  place  for 
him.  His  only  hope  is  to  form  a new  party, 
formed  of  his  supporters  in  the  present 
administration.  It  may  be  that  the  Prime 
Minister  will  prefer  to  have  a period  of  re- 
tirement at  his  new  country  house  near 
Farnham,  where  lie  will  have  ample  leisure 
to  get  on  with  his  £100,000  book. 

Everything  points  to  a perplexing  unoer- 
taintv  as  to  the  actual  date  of  the  General 
Election.  'This  makes  it  nil  the  more  essen- 
tial that  co-operators  should  be  prepared 
to  take  their  part  in  the  contest.  The  local 
political  organisations  should  be  overhauled 
and  put  in  order,  and  each  unit  should  be 
prepared  to  do  his  or  her  part,  so  that  the 
co-operative  vote  may  make  itself  felt  in 
every  constituency. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


THE  EASTERN  TROUBLE. 


September  ft,  , 


THE  COST  OF  LIVING. 


CO-OPERATORS  WANT  PEACE. 

\ 

THE  NATIONS  MUST  ACCEPT  THEIR  OWN 
RESPONSIBILITIES. 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


The  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  unanimously  passed  a resolution  on 
Saturday  last  expressing  its  anxiety  about  the 
affair's  of  the  Near  East,  and  declaring  also 
that  the  issue  which  was  then  filling  the  public 
with  dismay  should  be  referred  to  the  League 
of  Nations. 

In  doing  so  the  Central  Board  acted  strictly 
in  accordance  with  international  co-operative 
policy  as  laid  down  at  Basle  Congress  last  year. 
The  movement  has  a policy,  and  the  move- 
ment should  not  hesitate  to  declare  its  policy  ; 
and  it  is  gratifying  that  the  Central  Board 
did  not  hesitate. 

Up  till  tho  present  only  the  Lloyd  Georgian 
press  has  had  a word  of  approval  for  the  call 
to  arms  issued,  presumably  by  the  Cabinet,  a 
fortnight  ago.  Apart  from  that  small  section 
of  the  press  there  has  been  an  anti-war  declara- 
tion remarkable  for  its  unity  from  the  press 
as  a whole — from  newspapers  so  widely  apart 
in  their  interests  as  the  “ Daily  Herald  ” and 
the  “ Daily  Mail.” 

A policy  of  silence  in  such  an  emergency  will 
be  fraught  with  great  danger.  Silence  gives 
consent.  If  in  the  initial  stages  of  the  Eastern 
trouble  the  public  gives  the  semblance  of 
consent,  the  public  will  have  no  title  to  com- 
plain if  the  Government  interpret  silence  in 
that  fashion  and  say  to  the  public : You 

saw  what  was  coming  and  you  made  no 
remonstrance. 

The  Freedom  of  the  Straits  between  the 
Black  Sea  and  the  Mediterranean  is  very 
important ; but  it  is  important  to  the  whole 
world  and  not  to  Britain 'albhe.  ‘ That  freedom 
is  provided  for  in  the  Treaty  of  Sevres  to  which 
the  Allies  in  the  great  war  were  signatories. 
The  fruits  of  victory  in  that  war  are  not  very 
satisfying,  but  to  hold  thoso  fruits  is  in  tho 
first  place  the  mission  of  all  the  Allies  who 
signed  that  Treaty.  Tho  Freedom  of  the 
Straits  will  be  a benefit  to  the  whplo  of  the 
Allies  and  to  the  whole  world,  and  no  single 
nation  has  any  right  to  accept  sole  respon- 
sibility for  the  maintenance  of  that  freedom. 

The  only  force  in  a position  to  control  the 
Straits  at  present  is  tho  little  British  force 
which  occupies  Chanak.  That  force  should  fie 
an  allied  force  or  it  should  not  remain  there. 
Franco  and  Italy  have  already  withdrawn 
similar  forces  that  were  established  on  tho 
southern  shore  of  the  Dardanelles,  and  tho 
British  Government  by  remaining  there  alone 
is  exposing  the  British  people  to  the  risks  of 
another  war  in  which  the  British  people  arc 
not  in  the  least  concerned.  The  matter  goes 
further  than  that.  The  Allies  have  been  the 
-chief  founders  of  the  League  of  Nations.  Tho 
Freedom  of  the  Straits  and  the  peace*of  Europo 
are  affairs  that  the  League  ought  to  handle. 
Tho  league  Qught  to  be  allowed  to  perform 
the  functions  for  which  it  was  set  up.  The 
“ Co-operative  News  ” said  so  a week  ago. 
The  General  Council  of  the  Trade  Unions 
Congress,  although  muzzled,  has  said  so  since. 
Tho  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
voicing  the  policy  of  -the  co-operators  of  the 
world,  has  said  so.  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  in  his 
address  to  British  and  American  'journalists 
on  Saturday  last,  said  “ we  believe  that  these 
important  shores  should  be  under  tho  auspices 
of  tho  League  of  Nations  in  the  interests  of 
all  nations  alike.”  But  at  the  League  of 
Nations  assembly  on  Friday  of  last  week, 
when  Dr.  Nansen  proposed  that  the  League 
should  intervene  in  this  trouble,  it  was  Mr. 
H.  A.  L.  Fisher  (tho  British  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion) who  led  the  opposition  to  any  interven- 
tion by  the  League,1 “although  he  said  he  would 
bo  quite  agreeable  to  the  League’s  advising 
the  great  powers  that  it  would  be  willing  to 
intervene  if  necessary— in  other  words,  if  ho 
and  his  fellow  Ministers  cared  to  allow  the 
League  to  perform  the  functions  for  which 
it  was  established.  Ho  was  properly  rebuked 
by  Lord  Robert  Cecil  speaking  for  South 
Africa  whose  views  wero  shared  by  Australia. 

It  is  easier  for  tho  British  public — of  which 
co-operatois  form  a considerable  proportion — 
to  speak  out  plainly  before  it  is  too  late.  The 
free  passage  of  merchant  ships  through  tho 
Straits  is  guaranteed  by  the  Russo-Turkish 
Treaty  as  well  as  by  the  Treaty  of  Sevres. 
I®  the  free  passage  of  warships  through  tho 
, Dardanelles  an  issue  for  which  British  workers 
and  their  families  ought  to  tolerate  the  prqs- 


pect  of  a new  war  which,  in  view  of  the  latent 
possibilities,  might  go  on  for  years  or  until 
civilisation  crumbles  into  tho  barbarism  that 
General  Smuts  predicted  ? When  tho  first 
shot  is  fired  it  will  bo  suggestive  of  disloyalty 
to  dare  to  say  that  the  Government  is  wrong ; 
D.O.R.A.  will  be  resurrected ; free  speech 
and  free  writing  will  be  suppressed  ; and  every- 
body will  be  expected  to  proclaim  the  gospel 
that  Governments  can  do  no  wrong. 

To  declare  that  the  issue  must  be  settled 
by  negotiation  needs  no  bias  towards  either 
Turkey  or  Greece.  Tho  call  to  arms  may 
have  been  intended  as  a warning  to  Turkey, 
and  it  is  extolled  by  the  Ministry  as  such  ; 
but  it  was  provocative  and  was  particularly 
stupid  in  the  light  of  the  explosion  in  1914 
of  the  fallacy  that  preparation  for  war  is  tho 
road  to  peace.  If  war  comes  on  the  heels  of 
that  proclamation — a proclamation  appa- 
rently made  without  consulting  the  Allied 
signatories  to  the  Treaty  of  Sexyes — defeat  at 
the  polls  will  not  be  enough  for  the  Ministry 
responsible.  It  will  be  a case  in  which  nothing 
short  of  impeachment  of  the  Ministers  responsible 
should  be  resorted  to. 

Happily  the  situation  has  eased  a little.  The 
Turks  have  been  invited  (o  a conference  with 
representatives  of  Britain,  France,  Italy,  Japan, 
Roumania,  Jugo-SIavia,  and  Greece.  The 
three  Western  Powers  have  agreed,  in  effect, 
that  Turkey  is  to  have  the  greater  part  of 
Thrace  (which  gives  her  the  frontiers  sho  had 
in  1914),  she  is  to  bo  invited  to  enter-  the 
League  of  Nations,  and  the  influence  of  tho 
powers  is  to  be  used  to  bring  about  the  retreat 
of  the  Greek  forces  to  a line  to  be  agreed  upon. 
The  onfy  condition  so  far  is  that  until  the 
conference  reaches  its  conclusion  the  Turks 
must  refrain  from  violating  the  neutral  zone. 

The  conference  thus  foreshadowed  is  not 
complete.  The  European  frorti  'rs  of  Turkey 
are  of  considerable  importance  to  Bulgaria ; 
Russia  has  the  biggest  potential  trading 
interest  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  her  concern 
about  the  settlement  of  the  Straits  is  infinitely 
greater  than  Japan’s.  Bulgaria,  Russia,  and 
Georgia  are  clearly  entitled  to  a voice  in  the 
utlimate  decision,  and  Russia  and  Turkey  in  any 
caso  are  bound  by  a treaty  which  binds  either  to 
agree  to  no  settlement  without  the  assent  of 
tho  other.  All  of  which  reinforces  the  demand 
made  in  the  “ News  ” a week  ago,  and  repeated 
by  the  Central  Board,  that  the  matter  should 
be  referred  to  the  League  of  Nations  for 
settlement. 

Co-operators,  particularly,  should  stick  to 
their  anti-war  platform.  If  -we  remain  silent 
when  danger  threatens,  and  by  our  silence  we 
allow  war  to  come,  we  might  save  ourselves 
the  time  and  effort  required  to  make  anti- 
war speeches  and  pass  anti-war  resolutions 
during  times  of  peace.  Ours  is  a peaceful, 
constructive  movement.  It  aims  at  securing  the 
social  well-being  of  the  people ; war  is  de- 
structive of  that  social  well-being,  and  because 
it  is  an  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  the  ideals 
of  our  world-wide  movement  co-operators 
ought  to  make  an  effort  to  prevent  its 
recurrence. 


DENTAL  INFORMATION 

WANTED. 

Mr".  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Congress,  4,  Great  Smith-street,  West- 
minster, London,  S.W.  1.),  writes  as 
follows : — 

Dear  Sir, — On  August  12th  you  kindly 
published  a letter  from  me  with  reference 
to  the  Dentists  Act,  1921.  asking  that 
societies  which  have  any  arrangement  with 
a dentist  or  dentists  would  communicate 
with  me,  giving  me  tho  fullest  possible 
particulars  in  view  of  the  forthcoming 
deputation  from  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee to  the  Dental  Board.  There  has 
been  no  response  to  that  letter.  It  is 
obviously  of  the  greatest  Importance  that 
tho  fullest  possible  information  on  this 
subject  should  he  in  the  hands  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee  if  a complete  case 
is  to  be  put  up  agaih'st  the  cessation  of  the 
existing  dental  arrangements  on  November 
30th  next.  Any  information  of  the  kind 
asked  for  in  my  letter  of  August  3rd  should 
reach  nie  not  later  than  October  10th. 


SOME  POINTS  THAT  NEED  CLEARING  UP. 
SIR  THOMAS  ALLEN’S  VIEWS. 


A great  deal  of  criticism  has  been  levelled 
during  tho  past  few  months  against  the  cost 
of  living  index  figure  prepared  by  the  Board  of 
Trade.  This  criticism  has  come  from  various 
sources — trade  unions,  the  black-coated 
workers’  organisations,  and  (most  recently) 
the  Bcrvice  men  in  the  Navy.  The  issue  is, 
of  course,  one  of  great  importance,  if  only  for 
the  reason  that  tho  wages  of  such  an  enormous 
number  of  workers  are  now  regulated  by  the 
movements  in  these  figures,  and  when  those 
workers’  organisations  challenge  the  figures  on 
the  ground  that  they  understate  the  tax  of 
commodity  prices  of  wages,  the  matter  be- 
comes one  which  calls  for  attention. 

I have  been  asking  Sir  Thomas  Allen  (C.W.S. 
director),  who  had  so  much  to  do  with  food 
control  during  and  immediately  after  the  war, 
whether  these  criticisms  were  justified,  or  to 
what  extent.  He  replied  that,  in  so  far  as 
figures  were  given,  he  thought  they  were  quite 
accurate. 

“ The  trouble  is,”  he  proceeded,  “ that  they 
arc  not  sufficiently  wide ; they  do  not  take 
into  account  many  items  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, articles  in  practically  universal  use. 
Thus  they  can,  at  best,  give  only  a partial 
idea  of  the  actual  cost  of  living  to  the  average 
wage-earner. 

Trading  Rings. 

“ But  a more  important  phase  of  the 
matter,”  went  on  Sir  Thomas,  “ is  the  way 
in  which  consumers  are  being  denied  the  bene- 
fits of  cheaper  production.  Tako  potatoes. 
Everybody  knows  they  are  plentiful,  just  as 
plums  are.  But,  as  a result  of  the  Govern- 
ment’s policy  during  the  war  of  calling  to- 
gether for  consultation  and  joint  action  the 
men  engaged  in  the  various  food- producing 
trades,  theSe  people  learnt  much  of  the  enor- 
mous value  and  power  of  association  ; and 
now,  in  pretty  well  every  village  and  town, 
one  finds  organisations  regulating  and  keeping 
up  the  prices  of  every  conceivable  article — 
milk,  eggs,  butter, 'cabbages,  and  other  vege- 
tables, fruit,  and  so  on.  The  consumer  is  the 
sufferer. 

“ For  example,  potatoes  are  being  sold  by 


the  farmers  in  some  cases  at  J<1.  ,, 

the  consumer  is  paying  Is.  fo/14  \\n 
obviously  restricting  consumption,  and'  S 
keeping  up  the  price  of  bread,  since, 
everybody  knows,  when  more  potat  ^T1 
consumed  less  bread  is  eaten,  and  thefau^,*'® 
in  demand  makes  it  cheaper. 

“As  to  bread,  it  will  bo  remember^  il 
prices  during  the  war  were  stabilised  all  ^ 
from  the  miller  to  the  purchaser  of  the 
it  was  all  so  worked  out  that  it  would  m**1 
proper  margin  to  the  least  ^equipped  bakd*  * 
with  the  greater  benefit  to  the  type 
quately  equipped.  When  the  sack  of 
was  at  80s.  bread  was  being  sold  at 
loaf,  yet  now  that  it  is  down  to  44s.  6d  ^ 
other  costs,  such  as  wages  and  fuel,  havef^, 
very  considerably,  the  loaf  is  still  10d.  ^ 
is  clearly  too  much. 


Very  Poor  the  Sufferers. 

“ These  are  considerations  to  be  taken  ji] 
account  when  one  discusses  the  cost  of  ljyJ, 
figures.  The  organisations  dealing  with  fwj 
and  fixing  its  price  have,  to  an  extent,  th 
whip  hand,  and  I see  no  way  out  of  the  djf. 
ficulty  excepting  the  fixation  of  prices  by  the 
Government.” 

This  matter  is.  especially  important  bo*'* 
to  the  poof  household  (and  there  are  so  m 
more  at  a time  of  great  industrial  deprtsiaj 
like  the  present),  bread  is  a staple  article  cf 
diet,  and  one  a principal  source  of  eipeuli. 
ture.  -During  the  past  fortnight,  flour 
have  been  slightly  on  the  increase,  and  it  ii 
now  for  the  powerful  democratic  organktioa 
to  do  what  they  can  to  prevent  any  corre- 
sponding and  unjustifiable  advance  in  til 
cost  of  the  loaf  to  the  poor  consumer. 

I asked  Sir  Thomas  what  he  thought  of  th 
suggestion  of  certain  writers  that  the  workai  ■ 
were  now  living  better  than  they  usedto’dj, 
and  he  replied  that  to  a certain  extent  thy 
were  doing  so.  In  a great  number  ofciK 
increased  wages  during  the  war  exte 
people’s  tastes,  and  as  far  as  they  can  thri 
continue  to  gratify  them.  This  is  seen  pit- 
ticularly  in  regard  to  sales  of  such  comui 
as  butter  and  bacon. 


PROFIT-MONGERING  IN  ARMAMENTS, 

A DIRECT  INCENTIVE  TO  WAR. 

JOINT  STATE  ACTION  CALLED  FOR. 


[.“  Co-operative 


The  question  in  the  leading  article  in  the 
“ Co-operative  News  ” last  week  with  re- 
ference to  the  Turkish  Nationalists — “ Who 
armed  them,  by  the  way  ? ” — raises  anew  an 
old  problem.  The  people  who  make  profits  out 
of  war  and  the  preparation  for  war  supplied 
them,  of  course. 

One  factor  which  operates  strongly  in  favour 
of  war  and  delays  the  ending  of  any  particular 
war  is  the  fact  the  war  puts  great  profits  into 
private  purses.  It  may  seem  incredible  that 
there  are  persons  in  existence  so  utterly  heart- 
less as  to  desire  to  prolong  the  sufferings  of 
the  non-combatants  of  a country  involved  in 
war,  the  maceration,  mutilation,  or  annihila- 
tion of  tho  combatants  ; yet  the  fact  has  been 
proved  up  to  the  hilt  over  and  over  again. 

Gun-runners  shipped  arms  into  Morocco 
who  cared  nothing  for  either  the  bodies  or 
the  souls  of  the  natives  of  Morocco,  but  much 
for  the  yellow  gold  they  wero  willing  to  give 
for  guns.  Not  all  the  arms  in  Ireland  were 
supplied  by  lovers  of  Ireland.  Some  of  the 
sellers  would  no  doubt  have  been  just  as 
willing  to  supply  the  Black  and  Tans.  When 
the  German  press  and  public  were  whole- 
heartedly on  tho  side  of  the  Boers,  German 
firms  supplied  the  British  with  guns  and  am- 
munition for  tho  crushing  of  the  Boers.  When 
the  Balkan  wais  were  on,  armament  firms 
would  supply  either  side.  Long  before 
America  decided  to  win  the  war  for  us  Ameri- 
can firms  were  supplying  us  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  not  because  they  wanted  us  to 
win  but  because  the  German  market  was  closed 
against  them,  and  because  when  the  Allies 
stretched  out  their  hands  to  them  for  help 
there  were  well-filled  money-bags  in  the  hands. 
The  suppliers  of  armaments  have  no  country 
and  no  sentiment.  To  make  dividends  they 
must  do  business,  and  tho  best  business — 
from  their  point  of  view — is  done  when  there 
is  war  about. 


Special.] 


The  code  of  International  Law  needs  dnstie 
revision.  It  is  the  law  now  that  if  a State 
as  a State  supplies  arms  to  a belligerent  d 0 
guilty  of*a  breach  of  neutrality,  and  yet  ^ 
vidual  firms  in  any  country  can  supply 
to  any  and  every  belligerent.  If  two  counts 
are  at  war  it  is  an  offence  to  enlist  troops 
Britain  to  fight  for  either  side,  anil  yet  it  is  ^ 
an  offence  for  a British  armament  firm  to 
guns  or  shells  to  either  or  both  sides. 

It  ought  to  be  made  an  offence  against  inter1 
national  law  for  any  outside  interest  tosuPF' 
arms  to  countries  at  war.  If  two  coun . ■ 
decide  that  they  cannot  settle  their  differ* 
without  war,  if  the  other  countries  eanno 
prevent  the  war  they  ought  to  be  able  to  «P 
the  itching  fingers  of  the  dividend  hurt** 
a distance.  If  that  could  be  done-- 
supply  of  arms  or  any  kind  of  material  ' 
tance  to  belligerent  States  was  strictly  P 
hibited  and  the  prohibition  enforced; 
outside  interest  could  profit  by  war.  1 . 

vinced  that  wars  would  be  fewer  and  sbo  U, 

It  must  be  remembered  that  "nr’  ,( 
are  also  linking  up,  and  it  is  quite  P0®' jj,j 
some  future  date  for  Britain  to  find  ^ 
war  with  another  country,  and  to  he 
with  arms  by  tho  British  section  of 30  ^ ^ 
ments  trust,  what  time  another  section 
trust  is  supplying  our  enemy.  , ^ 

Armament  trusts  are  becoming  1“ 
more  powerful.  Tho  Explosive®  ^pallid 
trolh  practically  all  the  explosives  c0 
in  Britain,  and  is  stretching  it® 
further  and  further.  . 3tfcn! 

To  my  mind  there  is  but  ono 
enough  to  be  entrusted  with  the  jpd 

by  the  armaments  and  explosives  ^ 
that  is  the  State.  Each  State  oug 
trol  the  armament  making  within  1 ^ 

H they  do  not  do  so  they  'rill  t|ni  con^ljm 
that  tho  .armament  makers  are  j-  jj, 
the  State. 


News  ’ 
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A Giant  Company. 

of  the  giant  British  concerns  resulting 
the  policy  of  amalgamation  and  oon- 
IJtion  which  has  been  proceeding  in  British 
*Lri«  during  the  past  few  yearn  is  Nobel 
Uustriea  Limited.  This  company,  as  the 
^ . imnli-s.  started  with  the  British  side  of 
t Swedish  dynamite  concern,  but  it 
“*  Jjocome  a great  investment  company 
Slina  the  majority  of  shares  in,  and  con- 
the  principal  explosives  manufactur- 
• companies ; while  it  also  has  largo  share 
(3  in  the  General  Motors  Corporation  of 
wrid  (makers  of  Chevrolet!  Buick,  and 
fyilhc  cars),  Dunlop  Rubber  Company, 


Corporation,  British  Cellulose  and  Chemical 
Epnfacturing,  and  many  other  companies. 
jE  issued  share  capital  reaches  the  high  total 
d £15, SIS, Got,  besides  which  it  has 

3,000,000  of  8 per  cent.  Seven  Year  Notes, 
foe  accounts  for  1921  recently  issued  show  a 
net  profit,  after  meeting  interest  on  the  Notes, 
ol£041,o49  as  against  £827,072  for  the  previous 
jnr,  and  a dividend  of  5 per  cent.  i3  paid  on 
tie  oniinary  shares.  This  company  acquired 
Eiov  of  its  shareholdings  when  prices  were 
lidi!  and  their  market  value  at  the  end  of 
lid  year  was  less  than  their  cost;  since  then 
©Be  recovery  has  set  in,  and  the  company 
bs  wisely  put  aside  £350.000  of  its  profits  os 
i special  investment  reserve,  which  should 
enable  it  to  keep  its  dividends  steady,  inde- 
pendent of  industrial  fluctuations.  It  is  in- 
tmstnw  to  note  the  development  of  an  ex- 
ptaive  company  into  a big  investment  con- 
can,  controlling  or  partially  controlling  several 
pnrerfnl  concerns'  in  other  industries. 

Artificial  Silk. 

Sot  all  of  these  concerns  have  done  well, 
lawever.  The  Dunlop  Rubber  Company  made 
(ppalling  losses,  and  seeing  that  the  share- 
kolders  have  just  been  asked  by  the  directors 
to  give  power  for  the  carrying  on  of  a stringent 
investigation  of  the  company’s  affairs,  includ- 
ing evidence  from  officials,  under  oath,  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  some  interesting  disclosures 
may  bo  forthcoming  ; to  all  accounts,  how- 
tver,  the  company  is  regaining  some  of  its 
former  prosperity.  A still  less  satisfactory 
investment  b that  in  the  British  Cellulose  and 
Chemical  Manufacturing  Company.  This 
much-criticised  undertaking  was  formed  with 
Govcrnra  nt  assistance  to  produce  certain 
explosives,  and  the- British  nation  holds  no 
^ than  £1,450,000  ofits~7£  per  cent,  cumu- 
hlive  participating  preference  shares,  which 
^ nol  worth  one-tenth  of  that  sum.  The 
waipany  claimed  to  have  a remarkable  new 
pocesB  of  manufacturing  artificial  cilk,  and 
millions  were  obtained  from  the  Brit  ish 
^vesting  public  in  connection  therewith ; 
the  thing  looked  promising  from  time  to  time, 
every  stage  in  the  process  of  passing 
Jroni  laboratory  to  factor/  manufacture,  some 
®h  difficulty  aio3e  in  the  preparation  of 
material.  The  siik  is  believed  to  be  of 
“Client  quality,  but  would  not  take  dyes, 
^ f°  its  chemical  composition.  Finally', 
"as  made  to  a firm  at  Basle,  rejoicing 
81  ^-Anglo-Saxon  name  of  Clavcl  and  Linden- 
which  solved  the  difficulty  by  producing 
[ which,  in  the  language  of  the  chemist, 
T^hyed  a complete  affinity  with  the  new 
_~~the  material  and  the  colour  blending  in 
^ msliion  that  the  dye  is  in  the  substance 
merely  on  its  surface.  This  new  silk 


Investment  Trust,  British  Dyestuffs 
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on  the  market  under  the  name  of 
^ l(sp‘  Meantime,'  however,  the  company 
exhausted  its  capital,  so  recourse  was  had 
5?”  Anglo  Swiss  financial  house,  and  a great 
3 vtiQcia!  silk  company,  with  the  result 
another  company  has  been  formed  which 
advance  £500,000  to  the  British  Cellulose 
carry  on.  The  British  Cellulose 
■a  th  CtUn?  <*‘!*L'rs  L°m  other  artificial  silks 
kbric!  **n‘nesi  fhe  thread,  which  gives 
U;)ven  from  it  a smoother  touch,  and 
^fnre  ^ Sp°cialIy  3U*Lible  for  ribbon  raanu- 
•Ifwid-  nian.v  millions  of  money  have 
l*  4i  ^ ^°cn  su,ik  in  this  concern  that  we  may 
1°  ,<^ort  Le  spared  to  make  a 
corn„  1 f-Uenese ; so,  if  and  when,  readers 
k Q(^tr0'S  arf  idle  in  the  future,  they  will 
i tic  u^U,ntcf  'v*th  the  financial  history  of 
tlefo  . r a*ing,  and  may  also  ponder  upon 
(hlly  : ! iat  British  nation  is  itself  finan- 
°rost^  therein,  via  the  explosives 
,'Cr°  l',c  0rj8i'ial  object  of  the  formation 
e c°nipanyJ 


Doarer  Sugar? 

According  to  my  American  advices,  sugar 
is  practically  certain  to  rise  considerably  in 
p ioo ; the  available  world  crop  for  the  season 
1 321-22  is  estimated  at  17,325,000  tons,  which 
compares  with  the  pre-war  total  of  over 
18,000,000  tons,  and  no  material  increase  in 
the  European  crop  can  bo  expected  for  at  least 
another  year.  When  war  broke  out  the  world 
consumption  was  about  18,000,000  tons  per 
annum.  The  United  States  consumption  is 
at  the  rate  of  5,500,000  tons  a year,  which 
increases  normally  by  about  5 per  cent,  per 
annum  ; but  since  the  introduction  of  pro- 
hibition, the  consumption  of  sugar  (largely 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  “ soft  drinks  ”) 
is  increasing  still  moro  rapidly.  In  America, 
in  1921,  sugar  slumped  more  than  any  other 
commodity,  the  price  dropping  from  22  cents 
to  2 cents  a lb.,  a fall  of  90  per  cent.  The 
glut  of  sugar  on  the  American  market  amounted 
to  something  like  2,000,000  tons  which  were 
unsold,  and  this  brought  about  a bad  crisis 
in  Cuba,  which  is  the  largest  provider  of  sugar 
to  America.  Now  the  position  has  changed 
bo  much  that  all  the  1921  stocks  have  been 
sold,  and  thero  is  less  than  200, ODO  tons  of 
unsold  sugar  in  Cuba,  and  with  a probable 
crop  in  America  of  only  600,000,000  tons  of 
beet  sugar,  which  is  two-thirds  of  the  1921 
production,  it  is  considered  doubtful  if  thero 
will  be  enough  sugar  carried  over  from  the 
eud  of  this  year  into  1923  to  last  until  tho  new 
Cuban  crop  is  ready  for  market.  Owing  to 
their  bad  experience  last  year,  Cuban  planters 
have  not  increased  the  area  under  cultivation. 
We  have  here  another  examplo  of  the  evil  of 
extreme  fluctuations  in  tho  price  of  com- 
modities, which  in  the  long  run  benefit  no  one 
but  a few  speculators ; certainly  not  the 
consumer. 


PARTY  NOTES  AND 
NEWS. 

ACTIVITY  IN  SCOTLAND. 

A meeting  of  the  Co-operative  Parly's 
national  executive  was  held  at  123,  Pall 
Mall,  S.W.,  on  Wednesday  List  week,  when 
questions  of  policy  were  discussed. 

Tho  Long  Eaton  Society  ,have  severed 
their  connection  with  tho  Latour  Party, 
and  are  likely  to  reconsider  the  question  of 
joining  the  Co-operative  Party. 

Mr.  S.  Rees  (national  organiser)  is  con- 
ducting a two-days’  school  at  Swindon  on 
October.  28th  and  29th. 

A conference,  arranged  by  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society,  will  be  held  at  the  Co- 
operative Institute,  Parson’s  Hill,  Wool- 
wich, on  Saturday,  October  28th,  when  tho 
question,  “ Should  Co-operators  Affiliate 
with  the  Labour  Party?”  will  be  dismissed. 
Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  J.P.  (secretary  to  the 
Co-operative  Party),  will  Speak  in  support 
of  the  negative  view. 

During  his'  recent  visit  to  Scotland  Mr. 
Perry  met  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Party 
National  Committee.  There  was  a dis- 
cussion on  a scheme  of  propaganda  and  tlie 
establishing  of  political  study  circles  in 
Scotland  in  the  coming  winter.  A capital 
scheme  has  been  outlined  'by  the  Scottish 
committee,  and  at  the  next  meeting  cf  the 
National  Committee  application  will  be 
made  to  the  Co-operative  Party  for  financial 
assistance  from  the  central  fund. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  in  spite 
of  the  industrial  depression  in  Scotland  the 
affiliations  to  the  party  are  being  main- 
tained. Some  new  societies  have  joined, 
whilst  others  which  had  previously  lapsed 
have  again  joined  the  ranks. 

Mr.  Perry  attended  a meeting  at  Paisley 
at  which  Mr.  Biggar  (the  co-operative  can- 
didate) was  present.  A very  intensive 
scheme  of  organisation  has  been  estab- 
lished in  the  division,  and  everything  is  in 
preparation  for  the  party  rendering  a good 
account  of  itself  nt  the  general  election 
should  Mr.  Asquith  or  any  other  candidate 
come  into  the  field. 


CAMERA  CLUBS. 

Seciif.tauiks  of  co-operative  camera  clubs 
will  oblige  if  they  will  send  copies  of  their 
rules  and  of  the  year’s  syllabus  to  the 
Editor,  ” Co-operative  News,"  Long  Mill- 
gate,  Manchester. 


STAYING  IN  THE  COUNTRY. 

A CONTRAST  WITH  CITY  LIFE. 


WHERE  NATURE  IS  ITSELF  AND  THE  DAYS  ARE 

FRESH  AND  CLEAN. 
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I am  a city  man  slaying  in  the  country — 
goipgto  the  city  office  each  day,  and  spending 
lUy  nights  with  tho  trees  and  the  fields  and  the 
birds  and  the  6tar3,  to  say  nothing  of  tho 
juvenile  hedgehog  that  crossed  the  long 
avenue  of  tall  and  graceful  trees  swaying  and 
swinging  and  roaring  in  the  breeze. 

That  prickly  youngster  crept  over  the  sandy 
walk  a few  minutes  ago.  He  or  she  did  not 
seem  to  mind  my  presence,  but  went  on  bis 
or  her  way  quite  unconcerned  about  me,  or 
not  in  any  way  perturbed  about  the  Near  East 
problem. 

No  Sea  of  Humanity. 

There  is  no  sea  of  humanity  hero  in  tho 
country.  There  are  fields  with  browsing  cows 
and  grazing  horses.  There  are  farni3.  There 
are  bypaths  through  ripening  wheat-fields. 
There  are  deserted  roads.  Thero  is  silence. 
There  is  tho  sleeping  hamlet.  Thero  is  tho 
wayside  inn.  Thero  is  the  blacksmith's  shop. 
There  is  the  low  square-towered  church,  a 
relic  of  medievalism.  There  are  birds  and 
flowers  and  lawns  and  quadrupeds ; and  late 
at  night  Jupiter  and  Saturn  glimmering  above 
the  tops  of  the  trees.  Besides  the  innkeeper 
and  the  parson  and  the  farmer,  there  arc  tho 
field  labourer,  the  road-mender,  the  cobbler, 
the  schoolmaster,  and  the  old  woman  who 
keeps  a little  toffee  shop  and  sells  ginger  beer. 

I remarked  that  there  was  the  roadside  inn. 

I mast  not  leave  out  tho  roadside  inn,  because- 
it  is  the  only  sign  of  light  and  life  after  the  fall 
of  darkness  over  tho  potato  field  that  fronts  it. 
It  is  not  the  glaring,  flaring^  gin  palace  of  the 
city  street,  where  one  secs  women  with  painted 
faces  and  well-manceuvred  smiles.  No,  it  is 
a quaint  old  inn  standing  by  the  gates  of  the 
country  church,  in  the  -yard  of  which  the 
hamlet  ancestors  of  generations  lie  in  eternal 
silence.  Indeed,  you  can  step  from  tho  back 
door  of  the  festive  house  among  tho  grass- 
grown  tombs  of  men  and  women  who  died 
when  Shakespeare  and  Ben  Jonson  were  writ- 
ing their  immortal  lays.  There  has  been  a 
procession  of  generations  to  the  cold,  dark 
graves  since  then.  AU  have  been  born  and 
lived  and  laughed  and  died  since  then,  but 
the  crumbling  stones  still  linger,  unable  to 
speak  or  move. 

A Roadside  Inn, 

• But  let  them  lie  in  peace,  if  their  bone3 
be  not  withered.  I will  not  discuss  what  may 
have  become  of  their  wit  and  their  souls, 
because  I am  neglecting  the  roadside  inn. 

It  is  an  inn  with  three  flights  of  tiled  roofing, 
overhanging  eaves,  mullioned  windows,  two 
green  doors,  an  apple  tree  partly  nailed  to 
its  grey  walls,  a pretty  trellis  of  clematis 
dangling  over  tho  upper  part  of  the  windows, 
a-pleateau  of  cobbles  in  front  of  it,  with  a 
water  fountain  for  thirsty  horses  and  dogs. 
At  the  edge  of  the  cobbles  is  a semi-circle  of 
shapely  lime  trees.  Then  there  are  tho 
crumbling  church  and  tho  sexton’s  house. 

Inside,  tho  inn  is  quainter  still.  It  has 
narrow  passages,  up  steps  and  down  steps,  and 
round,  white-washed  corners.  It  has  a bar 
three  steps  below  the  floor  level.  It  has  four 
oddly-shaped  rooms,  one  with  two  wooden  rails 
hanging  from  the  ceiling,  bearing  slabs  of 
oatcake  and  flichcs  oft  bacon.  A buxom 
lady  is  the  chief  attendant,  well-trained  in 
country  graces,  with  a cheery,  cherry  face, 
and  who  curtsies  to  her  customers  in  a 
manner  that  shows  good  manners  are  nob 
yet  extinct  among  those  who  havo  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  public. 

What  a change  from  the  city.  The  ceilings 
are  low  and  lined  with  oak.  Tho  seats  aro 
wooden.  There  is  no  elec  t rio  light.  Thero 
is  no  gas  light.  There  are  oil  lamps  hanging 
from  brown  joists,  throwing  a dim  light  over 
a knot  of  rural  workers.  The  only  pictures 
on  the  walls  are  reprinted  photographs  of 
British  generals,  and  pen  and  pencil  sketches 
of  wooden  battleships,  as  in  the  days  of 
D>ake  and  Nelson. 

The  daughter  of  tho  establishment  (with  its 
stone-flagged  passages)  plays  the  piano  and 
sings.  She  plays  and  sings  old  songs  and  now 
songs,  contrasting  " Jockey  to  tho  Fair.” 
with  some  wild  rag-fime  rhapsody.  There 
would,  in  fact,  appear  to  be  more  than  ono 
generation  of  difference  between  the  natural 
grace  of  her  mother  and  her  country  birth, 
with  the  moro  artificial  accompaniments 
tacked  on  to  hor  at  a town  school,  whore, 
says  hor  rotund  father,  she  was  eddicalod." 


A Survival  of  the  Past. 

In  this  lingoring  survival  of  tho  past,  you 
must  not  conoludo  that  I am  deeply  buried 
in  English  rurality.  At  any  rate,  I can  see, 
from  tho  garden  of  the  hostelry,  a little  manu- 
facturing town,  with  conical  spires  and  tall 
brick  chimneys  rising  above  the  smoky  haze, 
behind  which  is  a range  of  bluo  hills,  and 
beyond  the  cloud-tipped  summits  are  valleys 
between  other  hills  filled  with  throbbing 
industries,  town  after  toifh,  exceeded  in  sizo 
by  Cottonopolis  itself. 

But  I cannot  sec  them.  That  is  my  pleasure. 

I can  see  the  ray3  of  the  evening  sun  illumi- 
nating the  tops  of  the  trees  dancing  beneath 
orange-tinted  clouds.  And  I can  hear  four 
old  men  talking  fatherly  to  a lanky-Iimbed 
youth,  who,  it  would  seem,  is  the  hamlet’s 
favourilo  in  the  main  foot  race  at  the  forth- 
coming yearly  fair.  They  are  telling  how  he 
might  lose,  but  how  he  might  win  and  uphold 
the  long  record  of  the  hamlet  for  breeding  and 
training  celebrated  runnera.  They  are  telling 
him  how  to  keep  his  limbs  strong  and  supple, 
his  feet  swift,  his  heart  without  faint  or  fear, 
his  wind  strong  and  unbroken.  He  is.  the  son 
of  the  courteous,  dark-haired  woman  who 
rules  tho  house,  and  who  has  made  a place 
for  the  coveted  trophy  which  the  anxious  lad 
is  expected  to  bring  homo  on  the  night  of  the 
village  festival. 

“ Go  to  bed,  my  boy,”  say3  the  mother, 
tenderly.  “ Sleep  well,  eat  well,  and  run 
well,  so  that  no  lad  drawn  from  twenty  miles 
around  here  shall  boast  about  beating  the  son 
gf  Elizabeth  Ann  Marlowe.  Is  that  not  so, 
oentlemen  ? ’’ 

“ Aye,  aj'c,”  they  say  in  chorus,  raising 
their  glasses. 

And  now  tho  clock  in  the  squat  church  tower 
strikes  the  hour  of  ten.  On  the  roads  and  over 
the  fields,  the  moon  spreads  a spirit-like  light. 
A breeze  ia  singing  gently  through  the  leaves 
of  the  trees.  And  who  knows — a lady  in " 
white,  not  earthy  as  of  the  earth,  is  said  to 
walk  along  the  main  patch  of  the  church- 
yard when  all  thing3  arc  in  bed,  except  the 
owl  and  tho  wcazel. 

I havo  not  met  the  filmy  lady  yet,  and 
nothing  will  disturb  my  sleep  till  the  cocks 
crow  in  the  morning,  and  tho  linnet  swings  and 
sings  on  the  branche3  of  the  elm  that  tap  at 
my  window.  J-  H. 

THE  CO-OPERATIVE 

DAILY. 

THE  UNION  HELPS  IN  THE  PRESS 
PUSH. 

Toe  resolution  passed  at  the  Brighton 
Congress  with  reference  to  the  prospective 
co-operative  daily  newspaper  was  referred 
to  at  the  United  Board  meeting  on  Friday 
evening,  last  week,  when  the  Publications 
Committee  submitted  a copy  of  a circular 
which  the  Union  proposed  to  issue  to  socie- 
ties, calling  their  attention  to  the  resolution 
and"  advising  them  how  they  could  give 
effect  to  the  resolution  and  assist  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society  in 
its  efforts.  . 

The  circular  urged  societies  to  supply 
capital,  to  devise  means  locally  of  increasing 
tho  sale  of  the  existing  weekly  papers  till 
they  reached  an  issue  of  a million  a week, 
to  provide  facilities  for  tho  prompt  distribu- 
tion of  the  papers  to  members,  and  to  push 
the  co-operative  press  generally. 

Mrs.  Gasson  thought  tlie  circular  was 
indefinite.  ‘ ....  „ . 

Mr.  Bate  (also  of  the  Southern  Section) 
suggested  that  a guarantee  fund  should  be 
formed.  „ . . . . 

Mr.  Abbots  (Midland  Section)  thought 
the  Publishing  Society  should  not  leave  too 
much  to  the  local  societies. 

It  was  pointed  out,  however,  that  tho 
circular  was  being  issued  in  discharge  of  the 
Union’s  duty  in  view  of  the  Congress  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  therefore  approved. 

The  question  was  referred  to  again  at  th© 
Central  Board  meeting  on  the  Saturday  in  a 
letter  from  the  Southern  Section,  which 
wanted  to  know  what  had  taken  place  since 
Congress  so  far  as  the  National  Publishing 
Society  was  concerned.  . 

Mr.  Dickinson  (Southern  Section)  said  the 
amendment  adopted  nt  the  Congress  left 
them  practically  ns  they  were.  He  sug- 
gested that,  us  it  had  become  practically 
tho  duty  of  the  Publishing  Society  to  get  a 
daily  paper,  the  Central  Board  should  get 
to  know  what  was  being  done. 

It  was  eventually  agreed  that  information 
as  to  what  action  had  been  taken  should 
l>o  secured  from  the  Publishing  Society,  and 
submitted  to  the  members  of  the  Central 
Board  for  consideration  at  the  next 
meeting. 
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BASES  OF  CO-OPERATION. 


FIGURES  FROM  FINLAND. 

PROGRESS  IN  PRODUCTION. 


Thk  two  Co-opomtive  Unions  in  Finland, 
the  old  “S.O.K.”  and  the  now  “K.K.,” 
have  published  statistical  figures  of  their 
own  productive  activity  as  well  as  of  their 
affiliated  distributive  societies.  According 
to  these  figures  tlve  number  of  productive 
enterprises  was  ns  follows,  showing  that  the 
new  union  “ K.K.”  has  forty-seven  moro 
productive  enterprises  than  the  old  one: — 

The  Afllllatod 
Centr-1  I-Utrlbutivo 
Otgaultat.ona.  SooloLlca.  Total. 

The  new  Union 

(“  K.K.”)  ...  1 141  142 

Tile  old  Union 

(“S.O.K.”)  ..  l5  80  95 

General  total  16  221  267 

The  value  of  the  productions  was  a6  fol- 
lows, all  the  figures  being  in  millions  of 
Finnish  marks : — The  Amiiatoa 

Central  Distributive 
Org  .nlaallona.  Sooletlc a.  Total. 

The  new  Union 

(“  K.K.”)  0,3  144.3  144,6 

Tlie  old  Union 

(“S.O.K.”)  ...  20,3  16,0  36,3 


Total  20,6  160,3  130,9 

One  notices  that  whilst  the  new  Central 
Organisations  have  only  recently  made  a 
start  with  regard  to  their  productive 
activity,  the  distributive  societies  affiliated 
to  the  new  Union  (“  K.K.”)  are  already  busy 
with  a considerable  amount  of  home  produc- 
tion. When  the  homo  production  of  the 
Central  Organisations  is  added  to  that  of 
their  affiliated  Distributive  Societies,  the 
produced  value  of  th?  new  Union  (“  K.K.”) 
amounts  to  144,6  millions  of  Finnish  marks, 
and  that  of  the  old  Union  (“S.O.K.”)  to 
36,3  millions  of  Finnish  marks.  Thus  the 
r.ew  Union  (“  K.K  ”)  represent*  four-fifths 
of  the  value  produced  by  tlio  Distributive 
Societies  in  Finland,  and  the  old- Union 
(“S.O.K.”)  one-fifth  of  the  said  value. 


The  Co-operative  Onion  Limited. 

Education  Department.  Session  1922-23. 

To  Co-operators  and  Co-operative  Employees  in  the 
Manchester  District. 

EVERIHBCLiSSES 

WILL  DE  HELD  AT 

HOLYOAKE  HOUSE,  HANOVER 
STREET,  MANCHESTER, 

IN  THE  FOLLOWING  SUBJECTS  — 

Co-operation. 

Economics  of  Co-operation. 
Industrial  History. 
Economics. 

Citizenship. 

Elocution. 

English. 

Arithmetic. 

Esperanto. 

Conversational  French. 
Co-operative  Bookkeeping. 
Co-operative  Accountancy. 
Co-operative  Secretaryship. 

' "*> 

Special  Afternoon  Classes  for  Co-operative 
Apprentices  and  Salesmen. 

Special  Afternoon  and  Evening  Classes  for 
Women,  in  Co-operation  and  Citizenship. 

Early  enrolment  is  essential.  The  Programme 
and  time-table  of  classes,  with  forms  of  appli- 
cation, may  be  had  on  application  from  the 
undersigned.  Classes  in  most  of  the  above 
subjects  are  also  held  under  the  auspices  of 
local  Societies.  List  of  Centres  may  be  had  on 
application  to  C.  E.  WOOD,  Secretary,  Central 
Educational  Committee,  Co-operative  Union 
Ltd.,  Holyoake  House,  Hanover-street,  Man- 
chester. 


CLASSES  tor  WOMEN 

Classes  for  Women  in  Co-operative 
and  Citizen  Subjects  will  be  arranged 
at  various  centres  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom. 


In  most  cases  the  classes  will  commence  in 
the  first  week  of  October. 

Days  and  times  of  classes  will  be  arranged 
to  tfuit  intending  students. 

Information  a9  to  centres,  9vllabuscs/  &c., 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Secretary.  Educational  Department,  Holyoake 
House,  Hanover-street,  Manchester. 


IN  TCHECKOSLOVAKIA. 

STRENGTH  OF  SOCIETIES. 

Tiie  beginning  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment in  Toheckoslovakia  dates  back  to  1870, 
but  it  was  not  until  some  twenty  years  ago 
that  its  real  development  set  in ; and 
especially  during  the  war  and  the  years 
following,  the  consumers’  co-operative 

societies  made  enormous  strides.  The  fid- 
lowing  figures,  relating  to  tlie  eight  largest 
consumers’  societies,  indicate  the  strength 
of  tlie  movement  in  1921.  The  'figures 

represent  thousands  of  crowns  : — 

No.  ol  Turn-  Clap.  & 
Name  of  Society.  Mem.  over.  Fetter. 

" Future,"  Mor.  Ostrava  62,799  266, 846  4,806 

" Mutuality-Bee,"  Brno 30,767  97, 448  6,077 

North  Bohemian,  Plzen  23,898  86,284  4,405 

" Bee,"  Prague  26,641  50,696  1,171 

"Future,"  KJodno  8,763  32,062  2,292 

Railway  Co-operative,  Prague  13,312  29,869  704 

Railway  Co-op.,  M.  Ostrava  ...  3,627  25,259  1,343 

Workmen’s  Union,  Prostojov  ...  11,287  20,681  869 

Tlie  largest  number  of  the  consumers’ 
eocioties  in  Tcheckoslovokia  is  comprised  in 
the  Social  Democratic  Co-operative  Union  at 
Prague,  which  embraces  1,117  societies,  with 
a membership  of  574,020,  whilst  the  value 
of  goods  sold  in  1920  was  1,000  million 
crowns.’  Another  large  Union  is  the 
“Centro  Co-operative”  at  Prague,  which 
comprises  by  far  the  most  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  agricultural  societies  and  savings 
banks  on  the  Raiffeisen  System.  The  unions 
serve,  at  the  same  time,  as  the  central  ex- 
chequer for  the  societies  which  they 
comprise. 

Towards  the  end  of  1920  the  Republic 
contained  11,904  co-operative  societies,  of 
which  number  6,600  were  agricultural  socie- 
ties, forming  thus"-60  per  cent,  of  all. 
Compared  with  1918  tliero  is  an  increase  of 
2,270  societies,  or  a whole  quarter  of  the 
former  number.  As  the  network  of  the 
Raiffeisen  credit  societies  was  nearly  com- 
plete, their  growth  is  comparatively  smaller ; 
and  t-lus  applies  also  to  the  Schulze-Delitscli 
Societies.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  agricultural, 
traders,  consumers,  and  building  societies. 

According  to  official  statistics  relating  to 
Bohemia,  Moravia,  and  Silesia,  co-operative 
societies  have  largely  increased  in  number 
there  since  1914,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  list  of  the  four  main  categories: — 
1914.  192*2. 

Food  supply  societies  920  ...  1.639 

Building  and  housing  375  ...  992 

Trading  societies  509  ...  1,446 

Agricultural  societies  1,179  ...  1,796 

2,974  ...  5,873 


BIG  SAXON  ENTERPRISE. 

GOVERNMENT  WORKS  TAKEN  OVER. 

A bio  co-operative  clothing  concern  has 
been  established  in  Saxony,— with  a capital 
of  10,000,000  marks,  of  which  8,000,000  has 
been  subscribed  by  the  wholesale  purchasing 
department  of  the  Gorman  Consumers’ 
League,  1,000,000  by  the  tailors’  co-opera- 
tive, and  1,000,000  by  the7 State  Bank  of 
Saxony.  The  organisation  has  taken  over 
the  State  clothing  factory,  which,  in  the 
days  of  the  monarchy,  supplied  all  the  mili- 
tary clothes,  uniforms,  and  shoes  for  the 
Saxon  section  of  tlie  German  Army.  The 
works  are  to  lie  run  on  a non-profit-making 
basis,  and  will  sell  direct  from  factory  to 
consumer.  ' 


NORWEGIAN  POSTAL  COURSE. 

The  Workers’  Correspondence  Institution 
in  Christiania,  Norway,  commenced  on  the 
1st  of  the  month,  a correspondence  course 
in  co-operation.  The  course  consists  of 
fifteen  education  letters,  every  one  of  which 
contains  some  questions  that  must  be 
answered  and  some  problems  to  be  solved. 
The  price  fixed  is  certainly  cheap,  being 
12  oiowns  per  course. 


La  cooperazione  di  consiimo  e . arma 
dl"  lotta  per  un  mondo  migliore. — 

•*-  Bolletino  delle  Cooperative  Operaie.” 
Consumers’  co-operation  ’ is  the 
weapon  in  the  fight  for  a better  world. 


CO-OPERATIVE  ORANGES  & APPLES. 

Australia  is  planning  to  export  oranges 
to  London  on  the  co-dperative  plan., 
Orange  growers  in  several  Australian 
States,  working  with  State  officials,  rail- 
roads, and  steamship  lines,  are  organising 
in  ono  big  group..  Tho  Fruit  Growers’ 
Associations  of  Canada  are  considering  the 
sale  of  apples  by  co-operative  methods. 


ARE  THEY  IN  DANGER  THROUGH  POLITICAL  ACTIVITIES) 

NECESSITY  OF  MAINTAINING  GOODWILL  AND 

CONFIDENCE. 


BY  EDVYARD  OWEN  GREENING. 


In  Illy  Inst  contribution  T spoke  of  tlie  need 
of  mniiltlliiling  “ goodwill  " as  a basis  of  ou- 
operation,  if  co-operation  is,  as  we  hop:,  to 
supersede  the  more  imperfect  social  and  in- 
dustrial system  of  to-day. 

Systems  of  society  are  of  comparative 
Value.  None  have  in  the  past  been  wholly 
bad,  or  wholly  good,  and  probably  humanity 
will  never  attain  perfection.  For  men  :rre 
gifted  with  the  divine  faculty  of  always  see- 
ing a possibly  higher  development  as  one 
improvement  follows  another. 

The  pioneers  of  co-operation  give  the 
workers  of  the  world  a new  power  for  self- 
elevation when  they  conceived!  the  idea  of 
tho  “dividend”  on  purchase.  How  great 
an  advantage  it  conferred  on  co-operative 
commerce  has  never  been  quite  realised  even 
by  co-operators.  But  some  conception  its 
results  are  worth  stating. 

According  to  the  latest  figures,  recently 
issued  by  the  Co-operative  Union,  the  indus- 
trial oo-operators  of  the  United  Kingdom 
had  capital  invested  in  their  enterprises  as 
follows,  at  the  end  of  1921 : — 


£ 

In  share  capital  83,103,213 

In  loan  capital  33,400,550 

In  reserves  10,579,989 

In  penny  savings  banks  ...  3,830,912 

In  surplus  at  end  of  year...  18,231,329 


£151,146,493 

This  great  sum  of  over  a hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  funds  has  been  entirely  created 
out  of  accumulations  or  “ dividends  ” on 
purchase.-  That  fact  is  indeed  but  a very  in- 
adequate statement  of  the  case.  As  the 
intelligent  readers  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News”  are,  I know,  not  afraid  of  statistics, 
I ask  them  to  look  atvthe  following  little 
table  I have  drawn  up  for  them : — 

Profits  of  the  last  eight  years — _ £ 


1914  15,140,960 

1915  17,003,956 

1916  19,145,021 

1917  13,194,600 

191S  17.707,567 

1919  *21,809,563 

1920  26,993,396  * 

1921  18,231,829 


£154,226,892 

From  these  figures  it  is  clear  that  the 
accumulations  of  to-day  only  represent  tho 
gains  of  a few  yenrs.  All  the  gains  of  about 
sixty  years  have  been  withdrawn  and  spent 
in  adding  comforts  to  the  homes  of  millions 
of  people. 

Here  is  a second. little  set  of  figures  which 
brings  out  the  significance  of  tho  creative 
powers  of  co-operation  in  even  clear  light : — 
Percentage  of  profits  in  co-operation,  in 
proportion  to  the  share  capital  employed, 
from  1914  to  1922—  £ 

Average  capital  per  year  ...  50,471,738 
Average  profits  per  year  ...  19, 278, 361 J 
Average  percentage  of  profits  per  year 
^ over  34  per  cent. 

When  we  remember  that  the  average  profits 
on  business,  under  what  is  called  <fceapi- 
talistic  ” trading,  do  not  reach  10  per  cent. 
per  annum,  it  can  be  realised  how  great  is 
the  advantage  possessed  by  co-operators 
under  our  improved  system.  I may  :Tdd  that 
an  equal  percentage  of  profits  to  capital  has 
been  maintained  by  the  movement  ever  since 
the  i ntroduct  ion  of  co-opera  ti  re  trading. 
These  increased  results  are  the  reward  of 
comparatively  harmonious  working  between 
capital  nnd  custom  in  tho  store,  and  between 
capital  and  labour  in  the  factory. 

The  results  of,  bo-opevation,  as  an  economic 
and  social  force  for  lifting  our  working-peoplo 
on  to  their  feet,  have  more  than  justified  the 
dreams  of  the  Pioneers,  and  there  is  little 
dodbt  of  tlie  ability  cf  the  movement  to 
endow  our  people  with  healthy  homes  and 
happy  environments,  in  a few  generations^, 
upon  certain  conditions: — 

First,  we  must  not  handicap  the  movement 
in  its  race  against  competitive  businesses. 

Second,  wo  must  do  nothing  to  damp  down 
inclination  to  save  profits  and  add  them  to 
capital  year  by  year. 

The  first  condition  excludes  political 
partisanship  and  bitterness  because  they 
impair  “ goodwill].”  The  second  condition 
excludes  political  partisanship  because  it 
impairs  “ confidence. ” 

Confidence  is  impaired  when  the  compara- 
tively small  business  meetings  which  control 
our  societies,  are  invaded  by  political  parti- 
sans who  -elect  committeemen  for  political 
reasons. 

The  investor  is  a timid,  person,  whatever 
his  class.  If  be  is  a working  man,  to  whom 
a pound  is  a matter  of  great  consequence, 
the  timidity  is  naturally  very  pronounced. 
Almost  all  our  share  capital  in  the  move- 
ment is  withdrawable.  If  members  are 
frightened,  or  offended,  they  withdraw  their 
accumulated  dividends."  In  early  Jays  of  tl-o 
movement,  when  faith  m’ul  enthusiasm  wcVe 
strong,  over  60  per  cent,  of  tho  “ dividends,” 
on  purchases  were  accumulated,  although  tho 
people  were  much  poorer  then  than  now.  In 
recent  years  little  more  than  half  this  rate 
has  been  the  rule.  J 


. What  will  happen  as  political 
multiply,  and  -every  society  is  divided  i 
political  stnfe,  between  members  V* 
and  members  who  feel  themselves  .u'erWl? 
can  easily  be  imagined.  I have  ImLTJ- 
a letter  from  a member  of  a society  which  L® 
been  captured  and  dominated  by  a vervul 
political  leader  and  his  roUpnm, 


been  capi 

political  

P©r  tent,  of  the  members  participate  j] 


leader  and  his  colleagues. 


J 

»*  tfce 


elections,  but  heavy  withdrawals  of  ■ 
have  followed  them.  “ About  ciEiu«‘ 
months  ago  there  was  £100,000  in  loan  toil! 

Now  that  is  gone  and  \ve  uire  ill 
C.W.S.  Bank  £48,662  and  £1:!S,H7  for 


goods,  &c  There  are  other  items  as  you  till 
see  from  the  balance  sheet.  Besides  all  tl,  , 
and  the  heavy  withdrawals,  vl1 


decreased  trade  and  loss  of  our  niemW 
confidence.”  Tlie  letter  winds  up  with  4» 
anxious  question : “ What  can  we  do  to  su! 
the  society?”  In  the- ease  of  another  m, 
portant  society,  which  was  reckoned  an 
loader  in  the  party  political  movement,  I am 
told  by  the  manager  that  although  the  rota 
for  politics  at  the  meeting  was  eakily  Mr. 
ried,  the  results  on  the  members  uuUW» 
were  so  alarming  that  the  society  Ins  with, 
drawn  entirely  from  support  both  0f  thj 
Labour  Party  and  the  Co-operative  party. 

The  fact  is  that  cc-operation  and  party 
politics  cannot  be  combined. 

Co-operation  means  all  working  together. 
Party  politics  involve  a struggle  of  one  in- 
tion  for  victory  over  other  sections.  It  is 
perfectly  legitimate  for  each  of  us.  is 
citizens,  to  engage  in  such  contests,  outsiio 
our  -societies.  It  is  ever  our  duty  to  try  to 
achieve  victory  for  the  political  measures 
believe  to  be  advantageous  to  tlie  nation. 
But  to  use  the  funds  and  organisations  cf 
our  societies  for  our  own  political  party— 
whatever  it  may  be  called — is  to  eniangerj 
movement  wliich  requires,  above  nil  thingf, 
unimpaired  “ goodwill  ” and  " confidence.’’ 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LIMITED, 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT.  SESSION  1922-23. 

□ □ □ 

The  Session  Opens 
October  - 1922. 

CLASSES 


CO-OPERATION  gf* 
INDUSTRIAL  HISTORY 
ECONOMICS 
CITIZENSHIP 
BOOKKEEPING,  &c. 

Educational  Committees,  and  Guild  aid 
N.U.D.A.W.  Branches  are  earnestly 
requested  to  Form  Classes  in  the  above 
Subjects. 


CORRESPONDENCE  CLASSES 

in  the  above  and  other  Subjects  are  arrange^ 
the  Co-operative  Union.  Copies  of  the 
and  Application  Forms  for  Correspondence 
can  be  obtained  from  the  address  given 

Societies  are  Urged 
to  form  Classes  f«r 
Apprentices. 

CLASSES  IN  SALESMANSHIP 
convenient  centres  IN  all  Sections.  & 

CLASSES  FOR  WOMEN  ■" 

and  Citizenship  Subjects  arc  held  in  con 
centres  IN  ALL  SECTIONS. 


Foil  particulars  of  the  above  Classes  are  ^ 
in  the , Educational  Programme.  PricC  " ^ 
free.  7d. ; which  may  be  obtaine  ^ 
Educational  Secretary,  Holyoake  0 ’ 

chester,  from  whom  further  information 
Classes  may  be  obtained* 
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THE  c.w.s.  balance 

SHEET. 


SOME 


no  tes  and  comments. 

By  A FINANCIAL  EXPERT. 

ni,lF  report  and  balance  sheet  for  the 
Jf  vear  ended  June,  1922  issued  by  the 
rW'S  shows  that  after  all  expenses  of 
Auction  and  distribution  have  been  met, 
uSUal  rates  of  interest  paid  Upon 
and  depreciation  chargos  made, 
u pa  is  a surplus  upon  the  half-year’s 
K„2  of  £23,521.  In  comparison  with 
£ similar  period  of.  1831  tUa  result  » 
So  satisfactory,  seeing  that  a loss  ot 
^434,620  was  then  incurred. 

rvininared  with  the  previous  balance  sheet 
ji,o  tales  show  a big  decrease  (£10,165,093), 
1 j '..-lien  one  considers  a turnover  of 
S 175,883  the  profit  of  £23,521  appears 
very  small,  and.  it  is,  of  course,  impossible 
to  declare  any  dividend  upon  trade.  From 
the  point  of'  view  of  an  ordinary  trading 
poncerii  the  result  is  much  more  satis- 
factory, for  seeing  that  .a  distribution  of 
£619  666  interest  upon  capital  has  been 
raa(je’  in  such  a oase  the  profit  would  be 
shown  as  £613,187. 

Government  Allowances. 

During  this  period  a settlement  has 
apparently  been  readied  with  Government 
departments  regarding  certain  allowances 
due  to  the  Wholesale  Society  in  connection 
ivith  the  Government  control  of  flour  mills 
and  collieries,  the  profit  and  loss  account 
having  been  credited  with  sums  amounting 
to  £367,573  10s.  9d.  As  there  is  a loss  on 
the  trading  operations  during  the  period 
of  £27,572  11s.  8d.  fi.e.,  loss  distributive 
departments  £199,430  10s.  5d.,  less  profits 
productive  works  and  shipping  department 
£171  524  11s.  7d.),  and  proportion  of  loss 
E.  and  S.C.W.S.  of  £12,324  14s.  10d. 

charged  to  profit  and  loss  account,  in 
addition  to  other  charges  amounting  to 
£343321  14s.,  against  which  is  set  only 
£39,257  13s.  7d.  received  for  interest  and 
rents,  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  duo  to  the 
receipt  of  the  Government  allowance  men- 
tioned that  the  C.W.S.  directors  are  in  the 
happy  position  of  being  able  to  present  a 
balance  sheet  to  the  constituent  societies 
showing  a balance  on  the  right  side. 

A noticeable  feature  of  the  accounts  is 
that  the  distributive  expenses  for  the  half- 
year  are  6$d.  in  the  pound — the  highest  in 
the  history  of  the  society.  The  C.W.S.  is 
fared  with  the  same  trouble  as  most  distri- 
butive societies,  that  is,  the  difficulty  of 
reducing  working  expenses  in  ratio  to 
decreasing  sales.  The  total  distributive 
expenses  have  fallen  from  £1,037,985  to 
£897,963,  or,  say  13  per  cent.,  but  the  fall 
in  sales  being  as  much  as  24  per  cent, 
accordingly  we  find  there  is  an  increase  in 
the  average  distributive  expenses  of  *}d.  in 
the  pound,  i.e.,  from  o£d.  to  6£d. 

A Big  Jump. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  owing  to 
the  fall  in  rates  of  interest  paid  on  loans 
and  deposits  in  particular,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  insurance  fund,  that  the  charge 
for  interest  is  reduced  from  £665,290  to 
£619,665,  a fall  of  £45,625.  The  charge 
upon  trading  operations  is  reduced  by 
£103,941  from  £588,286  to  £484,345,  whilst 
the  charge  in  the  profit  and  loss  account 
as  "not  chargeable  to  trade”  shows  an 
abnormal  increase  of  nearly  120  per  cent., 
haring  jumped  from  £47,687  to  £104,596. 

Depreciation  is  one  of  the  few  charges 
showing  an  increase.  This  half-year  it  is 
£374,967  against  £227,071  twelve  months 
ago,  an  increase  of  £147,896.  This  increaso 
would  appear  to  be  almost  entirely 
accounted  for  by  the  additional  deprecia- 
tion incurred  by  the  1921  losses  taken  out 
of  the  depreciation  funds. 

As  a result  the  charge  for  depreciation 
opon  trade  is  increased  from  £163,502  to 
£241,613,  or  nearly  48  per  cent.,  whilst  the 
jborgo  to  profit  and  loss  is  increased 
rom  £63,569  to  £133,354,  or,  say 

OO  per  cent.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
*now  what  accounts  for  the  large  increase 
in  the  interest  and  depreciation  debited  to 
Profit  and  loss  account.  The  chargee  in 
nc!ICLCOI!nt  aPP®ar  to  he  very  heavy. 

Of  the  increase  of  £147,896  in  the  charge 
^depreciation  one  might  assume  about 
00  's  du®  the  writing  back  of 
H500,000,  part  of  tbe  huge  loss  incurred 
uring  1921.  This  being  so,  wo  are  now 
'Pmg  out  that  loss  at  the  rate  of  £280,000 

annum,  which  means  that  in  twelve- 
~j-hnlf  years  this  will  have  been  written 
• and  in  a little  over  seventeen  years  the 
ole  of  last  year’s  losses  will  have  been 
hn  rt  on*"  This  additional  charge  is  a 
°n  the  trading  operations,  the 
ciiT"  i°^i  like  all  other  expenses, 

. only  be  reduced  as  the  volume  of  trade 
Creases. 

Decided  Improvement. 

>e  new  form  in  which  the  nocounts  are 
^•rsented,  giving  more  detailed  infor- 
derirl  i .reSaruing  productive  works,  is  a 
socipi'  IInProvenient,  and  should  enable 
readii'f S*i  ^nd  ou^  "cak  spots  more 

It  tt'o  , an  keen  possible  in  the  past. 
tjm  ‘ . also  be  noticed  that  for  the  first 
tapF  ,ln  a(ldition  to  the  profit  and  loss  at 
£k®  charge  for  interest  and 
file  inlatl0n-  *s  be*nS  shown,  and  we  think 
Novation  is  one  to  be  commended. 

tC55'  *;ood  Exhibition.— A meeting  of 
e*hii,it;  c,pals  British  and  foreign  firms 
w#g  ||Pue  1al,t*1®  Nations'  Food  Exhibition 
Ur>aniirm.nf  0l-Vm.P'a  last  week,  when  it  was 
h'ationJJ  d^ided  to  support  a second 


nations’  to  support  a 

{sicW  Exhibition  to  be  hold  in  Sep- 

ias been  If4,  a>  80  at  Olympia.  The  C.W.S. 
kat  (lisr.i " congratulated  on  its  excel- 
play  at  the  e.'Siibition  now  dosed. 


THE  VITAL  PROBLEM. 

SOLUTION  OF  MANY  DIFFICULTIES  TO  BE  FOUND  IN 

INCREASED  TRADE. 


CENTRAL  BOARD  MEETING. 

RESOLUTION  ON  THE  NEAR  EAST  TROUBLE. 
FROM  OUR  OWN  REPORTER. 


Imtoktant  problems,  upon  the  solution  of 
which  tlio  future  progress  of  the  movement 
depends,  took  un  a good  cYjnl  of  the  time  at 
the  meeting  of  tlio  Central  Board,  which  was 
held  in  Manchester,  on  Saturday.  Mr.  W. 

R.  Hue  (chairman)  presided,  and  lie  was 
supported  by  the  general  and  assistant  secre- 
taries of  the  Co-operative  Union,  Mr.  A. 
Whitehead  and  Mr.  T.  Horrocks. 

The  two  chief  matters  for  consideration 
were  “ Tho  Policy  of  the  Movement  with 
Regard  to  International  Relations  and 
Trade”  and  “The  Trade  Campaign.” 
Special  invitations  to  bo  represented  at  t ho 
meeting  had  been  sent  to  the  two  Whole- 
sale Societies,  the  Productive  Federation, 
the  International  Alliance,  and  the  Women’s 
Guild  and  the  following  were  present: 
C.W.S.,  Messrs.  A.  W.  Golightly  and  A. 
Vnrley,;  Productive  Federation,  Mr.  J.  J. 
Worley;  Women’s  Guild,  Mrs.  Prosser  and 
Miss  H.  Enfield;  International. Alliance,  Mr. 
H J.  May.  Mr.  R.  Stewart  (chairman, 

S. C.W.S.)  wroto  to  say  that  he  was  unable 
to  attend. 

Near  East  Problems. 

The  United  Board  recommended  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  for  the  approval  of  the 
meeting,  and  tliis  was  adopted  without  dis- 
cussion : 

That  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union  expresses  its  deep  anxiety  on 
account  of  the  present  situation  in  the 
Near  East,  and  its  earnest  hope  that  a 
solution  of  f ive  problems  now  under  con- 
sideration may  be  found  without  delay. 

Further,  in  ordfc>r  that  thus  end  may  be 
obtained,  the  Central  Board  urges  that 
the  whole  matters  now  in  dispute  be 
referred  to  the  League  of  Nations,  for 
arbitrament  and  settlement. 

Psychology  of  the  Shop  Window. 

Tlte  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (South-Western 
Seotion)  introduced  the  question  of  the 
trade  campaign.  He  remarked  that  there 
were  many  problems  before  the  movement, 
but  the  vital  problem  was  trade.  The  ques- 
tion of  increasing  trade  involved  not  merely 
tho  success  and  development  of  the  move- 
ment, but  it  involved  its  very  existence. 
Societies  were  troubled  with  many  prob- 
lems. They  were  disturbed  with  the 
problem  of  wage  reductions,  having  to  re- 
duce staffs,  the  reduction  of  surplus  or 
dividends,  and  tho  reduction  of  grants  for 
educational  and  social  services.  All  these 
problems  hung  on  the  problem  of  increasing 
or  decreasing  trade.  Decreased  trade 
aggravated  them ; increased  trade  would  go 
a long  way  towards  solving  all  of  them. 
The  possibilities  of  increased  trade  were  un- 
limited, both  within  the  movement  and  out- 
side. Taking  the  movement  its  a whole, 
the  average  spending  per  member  per  week 
was  less  than  a pound.  Mr.'  Ramsay 
went  on  to  show  what  the  Joint  Trade  Cam- 
paign Committee  were  doing,  and  men- 
tioned that  papers  had  been  prepared  on 
several  subjects  by  experts,  one  of  which 
was  on  shop  arrangements  and  window  dis- 
plays. They  had  to  realise  the  psychology 
ol  the  shop  window,  remarked  the  speaker. 

We  must  set  ourselves  out  to  try  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  poor,  and  get  into  the 
front  streets  with  the  stores,  were  the 
slogans  of  Mr.  Laing. 

It  is  a serious  reflection  on  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  said  Mr.  Agnew,  that  dur- 
ing the  period  of  industrial  depression  mil- 
lions of  the  money  paid  in  doles  to  the 
workers  -of  this  country  passed  the  stores 
and  went  into  tho  coffers  of  the  multiple 
shops.  (No,  no.)  “ I am  speaking  from 
fncts,  from  the  experience  of  my  own 
society,”  he  said. 

“ I should  like  to  ask  the  members  of  this 
board  are  we  loyal?”  asked  Alderman 
AL'GifF.  “ Why  net  local  trade  committees,” 
he  asked,  “ who  would  follow  hip  members 
who  have  left, ’and  get  to  know  the  reason 
why?” 

The  amount  of  wages  coming  into  the 
homes  of  co-operators  is  one  of  the  tremen- 
dous factors  that  we  are  up  against  in  the 
movement,  said  Mr.  Goodenough.  Wages 
that  used  to  be  21s.  a day  are  now  below 
10s.,  and  then  only  for  three  or  four  days  a 
week.  It  is  true,  relief  tickets  do  go  to 
tho  multiple  shops.  The  people  admit  it, 
he  said.  “ We  get  stuff  there,  and  we  know 
we  can't  eat  it,  but  it  lasts  longer.” 
(Laughter.) 

To  show  what  the  trading  committee  is 
doing,  Mr.  Vnrley — who  is  the  chairman — 
quoted  some  of  the  smart  suggestions  which 
have  been  compiled  for  the  improvement  of 
stoEes  and  service,  and  which  are  to  be  sent 
out  in  circular  form.  “ And  don’t  put  it 
on  the  shelf,”  he  advised,  “ but  read  it  the 
moment  you  get  it.” 

Painters  and  Decorators'  Council.' 

Mr.  Agnew  (Scottish  Section)  detailed 
the  activities  of  the  Labour  Adviser’s  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  negotiations  with  the 
National  Joint  Council  of  Painters  and 
Decorators,  a report  of  which  had  boen 
presented  to  the  Central  Board.  There 
liad  been  a complete  departure  from  any 


•attempt  to  compel  co-operative  societies  to 
join  their  council,  said  Mr.  Agnew.  All 
that  soceties  would  have  would  be  a form 
of  registration,  which  the  Labour  Adviser’s 
Committee  had  accepted.,  and  which  did  not 
compromise  a single  retail  society,  or  its 
members.  The  Labour  Adviser’s  Com- 
mittee were  also  asking  societies,  in  the 
agreement  made,  to  link  up  with  the  edu- 
cational department  of  the  trade,  purely 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  standard  of 
the  eraft.  He  moved  the  following 
resolution : — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Central  Board 
of  tho  Co-operativo  Union  hereby 
approves  of  the  efforts  of  tho  Labour 
Committee  to  bring  about  a work- 
able arrangement  with  the  National 
Joint  Council  of  Painters  and  Decora- 
tors based  upon  the  unrestricted 
liberty  of  co-operative  societies  to  carry 
on  their  painting  and  decorating  de- 
partments without  membership  of  the 
Master  Painters’  Associations,  and 
agrees  to  the  recommendation  included 
in  that  arrangement  that  societies 
having  painting  departments  shall  be 
asked  to  subscribe  to  the  funds  of  the 
National  Joint  .Educational  Committee 
for  the  painting  trade,  and  be  regis- 
tered in  the  manner  provided  in  the 
form  of  registration. 

Mr.  Gregory  (North-Western  Section) 
seconded  the  resolution.  “ There  is  not 
tho  slightest  difference  between  this  reso- 
lution and  the  I tried  to  bring  before 
you,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Dew-hurst  (North-Western  Section) 
said  societies  in  North-East  Lancashire  baa 
not  had  an  opportunity  of  dismissing  the 
arrangements  made,  but  he  did  not  think 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  the  first 
portion  of  tho  resolution.  He  was  not  sure 
that  they  would  agree  to  pay  towards  edu- 
cational organisations  when  they  did  not 
know  what  they  were  doing.’ 

Mr.  Agnew  remarked  that  there  was  no 
attempt  to  make  this  subscription  com- 
pulsory. 

The  resolution  was  approved. 

Chairman  of  Congress. 

A proposal  introduced  by  the  Chairman 
in  a resolution  was  that  in  1924  and  after- 
wards the  chairman  of  the  Congress  should 
be  the  chairman  of  the  Central  Board,  as 
it  is  more  necessary  now  than  ever  that 
the  chairman  of  the  Congress  should  bo  a 
man  thoroughly  conversant  with  the 
business.  The  question  of  tho  inaugural 
address  would  be  left  open  as  hitherto. 

Mr.  Johnson  seconded. 

The  custom  on  the  continent,  the  General 
Secretary  mentioned,  was  for  the  chairman 
of  the  Onion  to  take  the  chair  at  the 
annual  congresses. 

Why  not  elect  a vice-president  with  a 
view  to  his  succeeding  as  the  president  of 
the  Congress  was  the  question  involved  in 
{v  resolution  by  Mr.  T.  Ho  worth,  but  even- 
tually it  was  decided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Riddle,  to  leave  the  decision  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Central  Board,  so  that  the 
sectional  boards  could  discuss  the  subject 
in  the  meantime. 

The  Southern  Section  proposed  that  the 
time  of  rising  on  Whit- Wednesday  at  Con- 
gress should  not  be  earlier  than  five  p.m., 
unless  business  allowed.  It  should  be  defi- 
nitely stated  in  the  programme  that  the 
Sittings  on  Wednesday  would  be  the  same 
as  on  the  Monday  and  Tuesday. 

After  some  discussion,  the  proposal  was 
accepted. 

Sectional  Secretaries. 

Mr.  Salmon  (.Southern  Section)  moved 
that  the.  United  Board  should  be  instructed 
to  make  some  definite  arrangement  whereby, 
in  the  appointment  of  a sectional  secretary, 
the  sectional  board  should  be  allowed  to 
select  one  person  for  such  office,  such 
selection  to  be  subject  to  the  confirmation 
or  veto  of  the  United  Board.  Mr.  Salmon 
wanted  sectional  boards  to  have  a greater 
measure  of  home  rule  in  tbe  selection  of 
their  chief  official. 

Mr.  Hayward  (North-Western  Section) 
seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

Education  Mischief  Afoot. 

The  Board  of  Education  are  doing  mis- 
chief, said  the  Chairman.  They  are  break- 
ing the  rules  of  Parliament  by  making 
regulations  that  can  go  into  force  without 
Parliament  having  seen  them.  The  Board 
pledged  themselves  not  to  interfere  with 
infant  schools,  but  they  are  going  to  do  it. 
They  pledged  themselves  not  to  tamper  with 
secondary  schools,  but  their  action  in  regard 
to  them  was  decidedly  reactionary.  And  so 
he  moved  a resolution  in  vigorous  protest, 
copies  to  be  sent  to  the  Prime  Minister,  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  members  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mrs.  Gasson  seconded,  and  the  members 
approved. 

[The  discussion  on  international  trading 
will  bo  found  reported  on  page  10.] 


MATTERS  OF 

MOMENT. 

LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS  UNION. 

CONGRESS  OF  1924. 

The  activities  of  the  Proprietary  Articles 
traders’  Association  was  one  of  tho  first 
subjects  dealt  with  on  Friday  of  last  week 
by  the  members  of  the  Uni  tad  Board  of  the 
Oo-operative  Union,  who  met  at  Holyoake 
.House  under  the  chairmanship  of  .Mr.  W.  R 
Rao. 

The  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the 
Union  had  been  considering  the  subject  and 
had  agreed  to  obtain  certain  information 
from  societies,  including  the  Wholesales,  and 
to  urge  the  C.W.S.  to  expedite  a trade 
conference.  The  United  Board  agreed  that 
the  Sectional  Boards  sliould  be  empowered  to 
convene  conferences  of  managers  and  repre- 
sentatives of  management  committees  to  con- 
sider the  whole  question,  the  Wholesale 
Societies  also  to  be  invited  to  lie  represented 
and  to  prepare  a paper  to  be  read. 

Tlie  General  Secretary's  report  On  sub- 
scriptions to  date  showed  £28,046  received 
for  the  Union  funds,  an  increaso  of  £3,000 
over  tho  same  period  a year  ago ; £4,302  for 
the  Co-operative  Party,  a decrease  of  £653 ; 
£1,164  fo,r  the  International  Alliance,  an 
increase  of  £511.  The  Russian  and 
Georgian  Relief  Fund  amounted  to  £2,015. 

Members'  Guilds. 

It  had  been  proposed  to  form  a national 
organisation  of  the  Members’  Guilds,  but 
the  C.E.C.  had  considered  the  subject  and 
had  agreed  that  it  would  act  in  the  meantime 
as  the  central  authority  for  these  guilds,  and 
that  no  national  organisation  should  be  set 
up  till  there  were  at  least  fifty  of  such  guilds 
iu  existence.  It  was  agreed  that  a sum  not 
exceeding  £50  should  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  C.E.C.  for  the  purpose  of 
helping  in  the  formation  of  such  guilds. 

An  application  had  been  made  to  the 
C.W.S.  lor  a grant  towards  the  exhibition 
reoently  held  in  Nottingham;  but  the  appli- 
cation was  refused. 

From  Scotland  there  had  come  a request 
that  copies  of  circulars  and  pamphlets  issued 
by  the  Union  -should  be  sent  to  each  member 
of  each  District  Association.  The  question 
had  been  considered,  but  it  was  found  that 
about  500  extra  copies  of  each  publication 
uould  be  required,  and  tho  cost  involved 
would  be  considerable.  Tlie  Office  Com- 
mittee had,  howeyerf  agreed  that  a copy  of 
each  publication  should  be  sent  to  tlie  secre- 
tary c.f  each  District  Association  in  tbe 
country.  This  would  only  mean  about  sixty 
extrn  copies.  Tlie  decision  was  approved. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Kane  to  the 
United  States  had  created  a vacancy  in  the 
Irish  Executive.  Tlie  General  Secretary 
reported  that  Mr.  L.  P.  Byrne  (Dublin) 
was  next  in  order  of  voting  at  the  election, 
and  so  fell  to  be  appointed  to  the  vacancy. 

League  or  Nations  Union. 

The  Scottish  Section  raised  the  question 
of  the  relations  between  the  Co-operative 
Union  and  the  League  of  Nations  Union, 
as  co-operators  desired  to  assist  the 
League. 

The  General  Secretary  explained  that  the 
United  Board  had  agreed  to  the  sections 
inviting  the  League  of  Nations  Union  to  be 
represented  at  summer  schools,  and  this 
had  been  done.  The  subject  had  been  put 
on  the  programmes,  and  the  League  wanted 
to  be  kept  in  touch  with  the  movement. 

The  taxation  of  land  values  had  been 
receiving  the  support  of  societies,  and  reso- 
lutions were  being  passed  in  favour  of  this 
policy.  This  subject  was  dealt  with  in  the 
programme  of  tlie  Co-operative  Party’,  and 
resolutions  received  by  the  Joint  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  had  been  paused  on  to 
the  party. 

It  was  agreed  that  further  resolutions  on 
the  subject  should  he  sent  to  the  Joint  Par- 
liamentary Committee  for  their  information 
and  transmission  Jto  the  Party. 

In  view  of  tlie  interest  it  was  taking  in 
trade  questions,  the  Glasgow  and  District 
Conference  Association  requested  to  be  re- 

fuesented  at  the  Trade  and  Business  Con- 
erence  to  be  held  on ipetober  4th. 

The  General  Secretary  explained  that  he 
had  been  instructed  to  send  invitations  to 
certain  bodies,  and  the  district  associations 
were  not  among  them.  The  attendances  had 
already  been  arranged  for  with  tlie  Whole- 
sale Societies  for  this  year. 

It  was  agreed  that  it  was  impracticable 
to  accede  to  Glasgow’s  request  for  this  year, 
but  that  the  question  would  be  considered 
before  nex{  year's  c; uforences  were 
arranged. 

Congress  cl  1924. 

Arrangements  for  the  Edinburgh  Con- 
gress (referred  to  in  another  part  of  this 
paper)  were  reported.  was  also  reported 
that  a letter  had  been  received  from  tlie 
Irish  Section  reminding  the  board  that  it 
would  be  Ireland’s  turn  to  have  the  Con- 
gress iu  1924.  In  view,  however,  of  tlie 
situation  in  Ireland,  the  Sectional  Execu- 
tive thought  it  might  not  be  possible  for 
Belfust  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ment!!, and  they  asked  to  be  allowed  to 
defer  tlieir  invitation  for  a year. 

The  board  agreed  with  tlie  suggestion, 
and  the  representatives  of  the  Midland  Sec- 
tion were  asked  to  brfcig  forward  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  venue  for  the  1924  Congress. 


*'  Almost-  the  only  English  magazine 
worthy  to  jank  with  the  Anioiican  ones, 
which  are  magnificent  productions  for  the 
most  part." — A “ Millgate  Monthly” 

render  on  her  favourite  magazine. 
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Septembkh  : 


OUR  FRIENDS  ABROAD. 

INFORMATIVE  LECTURES  AT 

SHEERNESS, 

SUCCESSFUL  WEEK-END  SCHOOL 

The  week-end  school  held  at  Sheemess 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  was  a decided 
success.  In  addition  to  a large  number  of 
local  delegates,  representatives  were 
present  from  the  Royal  Arsenal,  Gilling- 
ham, Faversliam,  Gravesend,  Rochester, 
and  Dover  societies. 

At  the  opening  lecture  the  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  W.  Ill  Angear  (president 
of  the  Sheerness  Economical  Society),  who 
extended  a hearty  welcome  to  all  present. 
He  reminded  his  hearers  that  this  was 
their  fifth  week-end  school,  and  he  was 
sure  all  were  delighted  to  have  Professor 
F.  Hall,  M.A.,  B.Com.,  with  them  again. 

Dealing  with  “ Co-operation  in  Belgium,” 
Professor  Hall  referred  at  the  outset  to  the 
(fact  that  in  that  country  there  were  two 
languages  and  two  religions,  and  that  there 
was  not  one  movement  there,  but  several, 
each  having  its  own  federation.  Employers 
took  a greater  interest  in  co-operation 
there  than  here.  Societies  also  owned 
theatres  and  cinemas.  Another  important 
point  referred  to  was  the  one  that  pensions 
were  granted  to  co-operators,  and  that  the 
amount  of  these  were  based  on  amounts 
spent  at  the  stores. 

In  France  and  Germany. 

At  the  Saturday  evening  session,  Mr.  G. 
Fuller  (management  committee)  presided. 
The  subject  of  Professor  Hall’s  lecture  was 
” Co-operation  in  France  and  Germany.” 
The  French  people  had  natural  characteris- 
tics which  made  them  individualistic,  said 
the  lecturer,  with  the  result  that  one  would 
very  likely  find  three  societies  in  one  town. 
There  were  a large  number  of  agricultural 
societies  in  addition,  and  there  were  also 
special  butchery,  bakery,  and  chemist 
societies.  During  the  war  the  Government 
was  glad  to  take  advantage  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  in  order  to  restrain  the 
upward  prices  of  goods.  Whilst  the  war 
was  on  the  private  traders  ran  away,  but 
the  co-operative  societies  stayed  on,  and 
thereby- obtained  all  the  trade.  The  co- 
operative principle,  therefore,  gained  a 
great  name,  and  this  tended  to  increase 
interest.  Connected  with.  Paris  were  361 
branches,  which  had  70,000  families  doing 
a trade  of  72  million  francs.  Nancy  had 
36.000  families,  and  a trade  of  -II  million 
francs.'  Co-operators  numbered  25  per 
tent,  of  the  population,  which  was  not 
quite  so  good  as  iu  l'ngland.  Some  socie- 
ties (jid  not  pay  dividend,  but  paid  pensions 
to  the  people_jn  their  old  age. 

In  Germany  the  movement  developed 
rapidly  during  the  war,  and  was  still  ' 
developing.  They  were  building  bakeries 
and  extending  the  buildings  thev  already 
had ; iu  fact,  there  was  more  building 
going  on  in  Germany  nncl  Belgium  than  in 
France.  There-  wqre  two  movements  of 
the  consumers’  society.  Their  headquarters 
were  at  Hamburg  and  at  Dusseldonf,  and 
both  wero  neutral.  The  change  of  Govern- 
ment since  the  war  had  liberated  the  co- 
operative movement,  although  it  would 
pgss  through  a troublous  time  during  the 
-next  few  years. 

Following  the  lecture  a social  gathering 
was  held,  the  M.C.  being  Mr.  T.  Wood- 
thorpe.  Messrs.  W.  Cooper  and  R.  V. 
florner  contributed  individual  items,  wluch 
were  much  appreciated.  The  fun  was  kept 
going  until  a late  hour. 

Members  of  Twelve  Societies. 

There  was  a good  attendance  on  Sunday 
morning  when  Mr.  S.  J.  Sherrell  (educa- 
tional committee)  presided.  Professor  Hall 
lectured  on  11  Co-operation  in  Denmark 
and  Finland.”  It  was  pointed  out  that  co- 
operation in  the  former  country  was  much 
more  of  a business  matter  than  "in  England 
Helereuce  was  also  made  to  the  fact  that 
tfiey  had  special  soeieties'for  every  purpose 
and  that  a person  might  be  a member  of 
eleven  or  tweR'e  dillerent  societies.  Ex- 
perience had  shown  that  it  was  better  to 
have  all  these  societies  than  for  one  to 
attempt  to  do  all  the  businesses  carried  on 
bv  them.  The  dairies  were  run  on  similar 
lines  to  those  m Ireland.  The  method 
employed  in  collecting  produce  was  nlstx 
fully  explained.  Relereiice  wa6  also  made 
to  the  banks  and  to  the  educational  system. 

Questions  followed  each  address  and 
were  fully  replied  to  by  the  lecturer. 

Despite  adverse  weather  conditions  the 
large  hall  was  nearly  full  for  the  P.S.A 
at  which  Mr.  W.  H.  Mason  (secretary  and 
manager  of  the  society)  presided. 

The  subject  of  the  address  was  “Per- 
sonality  and  Environment,”  and  was  dealt 
with  by  Professor  Hall  iu  his  usual  masterly 
style.  1 lie  service  was  interspersed  with 
songs  and  solor.  by  Misses  K.  Frier  W 
Sobey,  and  I).  Pack. 

Votes  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer,  nrtistcB, 
uikI  chairman  brought  a highly  successful 
week-end  school  to  a close. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 


With  a membership  of  C,GOO,  the  Ynysybwl 
Society  has  had  a turnover  of  £105,708  for 
the  twenty-two  weeks  just  ended,  and,  with  a 
disposable  balance  of  £2,430,  a dividend  of 
6d.  in  the  pound  will  be  declared.  The  sales 
show  a slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the 
last  half-year,  a fact  accounted  for  by  a de- 
crease in  prices  and  the  lower  purchasing 
power  of  tho  members.  The  fact  that  divi- 
dend is  again  forthcoming  shows  that  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  management  committee 
was  sound.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Buyers  from  societies  in  West  Wales  attended 
a special  sale  at  the  Central  Hall,  Swansea,  on 
Thursday  of  last  week,  and  very  satisfactory 
business  was  done.  Heads  of  departments  of 
the  Cardiff  C.W.S.  depot-  were  in  attendance, 
aud  expressed  themselves  pleased  with  the 
orders  received ; and  that  societies  took 
advantage  of  tho  opportunity  afforded  by  the 
sale  to  place  orders  with  their  own  institution. 

Councillor  David  Williams  (Swansea)  has 
the  unique  record  of  a quartor-of-a-ccntury  as 
president  of  the  Swansea  Society,  and  tills 
without  a break.  Recently,  the  management 
committee  felt  that  this  West  Wales  pioneer 
could  render  still  more  service  to  tho  move- 
ment, and  he  was  appointed  supervisor  of 
the  society.  Many  changes,  making  for  effi- 
ciency, have  recently  taken  place  at  Swansea, 
and  with  a gleam  of  industrial  sunshine  the 
borough,  which  will  shortly  be  created  a city, 
should  boast  of  one  of  the  best  managed 
societies  in  the  country. 

In  connection  with  the  Cardiff  district  of 
the  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  a special 
conference  of  officials  and  agents  mil  be  held 
nt  the  C.W.S.  building.  St.  Mary-street,  on 
Thursday,  October  5th,  when  several  of  the 
officials  from  the  head  office  are  expected 
to  be  present.  The  conference  will  be  followed 
by  a tea  and  social  gathering  for  which  several 
hundred  invitations  have  been  issued  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  G.  E.  Bishop  (district  manager). 

The  correspondence  which  appeared  in  one 
of  the  Cardiff  evening  papers,  relating  to  the 
methods  adopted  by  the  agents  of  the  C.I.S., 
has  suddenly  stopped,  after  several  letters 
from  policy-holders  were  published.  Appa- 
rently, those  responsible  for  the  initiation  of 
the  correspondence  have  felt  a draught  and 
have  realised  that  instead  of  injuring  the 
C.I.SM  the  correspondence  was  n means  of 
attracting  considerable  attention — and  new 
business  to  the  C.I.S. 

Cardiff,  as  a centre  for  productive  factories, 
has  justified  itself;  evidence  of  which  is  forth- 
coming from  the  half-yearly  report  of  the 
C.W.S.  For  the  half-year  ending  June  24th 
last,  the  output  from  the  Moorland-road  bis- 
cuit factory  was  13,795  cwts.,  as  compared 
with  9,350  cwts.,  or,  taking  the  value,  in  1921 
the  products  of  cake  and  biscuits  amounted 
to  £68,069,  whilst  for  the  last  half-year  this 
had  increased  to  £71,696.  The  quantity  of 
products  was  equal  to  an  increase  of  47  per 
cent.  An  increase  of  30 £ pc£  cent,  was  shown 
in  the  output  of  tho  C.W.S.  shirt  factory  at 
Cardiff,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  Cardiff  is  the  first  port 
in  the  world  for  the  shipment  of  coal,  and  one 
of  the  largest  centres  for  the  milling  industry 
in  the  United  Kingdom;  also  the  first  port 
in  the  world  for  the  importation  of  pitwood 
and  iron  ore;  and  in  ship  repairing  Cardiff 
leads  the  world,  and,  as  a ship-owning  port, 
it  occupies  first  place ; and  “ tell  it  not  in 
Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon,” 
Cardiff  has  the  highest  birth  rate  and  the 
lowest  death  rate  of  towns  with  populations 
of  over  200,000.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  Barry  .Society  enrolled  eighty-five  new 
members  during  tho  quarter,  bringing  the 
membership  up  lo  3,376.  Tho  share  capital 
stands  at  £44,554,  and  there  was  an  increase 
of  £350  on  loan  capital.  There  was  a weekly 
increase  of  £235  in  sales  as  compared  with  tho 
previous  quarter,  and  a dividend  of  Is.  has 
been  declared.  The  committee  express  appre- 
ciation of  the  loyalty  of  the  members  which  is 
what  might  be  expected  in  an  area  so  loyal 
to  the  C.W.S.  During  the  quarter  £31  Cs.  6d. 
was  paid  out  under  the  collective  assurance 
scheme,  bringing  the  total  paid  to  date  to 
£1,298  8s.  lid.  Tho  society~has  increased 
its  trading  facilities  by  opening  branches  at 
Holton-road  and  Rhoose,  and  the  newly- 
opened  caf6  is  doing  well.  At  the  caf6,  the 
society  is  prepared  to  cater  for  parties  of  any 
number — visitors  to  this  popular  South  Wales 


seaside  resort  please  note.  The  prices  charged 
ave  not  the  usual  charges  met  with  at  tho 
seaside  ! A drug  store  will  shortly  be  opened, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  success. 

The  Blaengarw  Sooiety,  at  a general  meet- 
ing, resolved  to  carry  on  with  an  educational 
committee,  and  the  following  were  appointed  : 
President,  Mr.  W.  J.  Williams ; secretary, 
Mr.  Fred  Lines  ; and  members,  Messrs.  Burt 
Jones,  Morgan,  Trevor  James,  D.  Hughes, 
John  Lines,  and  Price,  and  Mesdames  Gough, 
Thomas,  and  Price.  A syllabus  of  lectures 
will  shortly  bo  issued  to  members. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Whilst  some  committees  are  asking  members 
to  spend  10s.  or  more  per  week  than  formerly, 
the  Briton  Ferry  and  District  Society  is  merely 
asking  each  member  to  spend  2s.  6d.  per  week 
extra.  The  Briton  Ferry  Society’s  members 
spend  on  an  average  21s.  2d.  per  week,  and  the 
committee  (quite  rightly)  suggest  that  this 
should  be  increased.  The  society  has  again 
declared  a dividend  of  6d.,  and  lias  maintained 
the  payment  of  5J  per  cent,  interest  on  shave 
capital,  in  addition  to  carrying  out  deprecia- 
tions of  property  and  providing  for  collective 
assurance  premiums.  After  this  period,  tho 
members  will  receive  5 per  cent,  on  share 
capital  deposits  and  4 per  cent,  on  penny 
bank  deposits.  Certainly,  the  society’s  share 
capital  investment  is  the  best  non-spcculative 
investment  any  worker  can  get  a grip  of. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Treharris  Society, 
Mr.  G.  E.  Griffiths  (national  propagandist, 
Manchester)  addressed  a large  gathering  at 
the  Institute  on  “ Co-operation,  the  Hope  of 
the  Worker.”  Mr.  Sam  Morgan  presided,  and 
he  was  supported  by  Mr.  T.  Jenkins  (secretary 
of  the  educational  committee).  An  excellent 
musical  programme  was  enjoyed,  the  contri- 
butors being  the  juvenilo  choir,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  J.  Evans  ; Miss  Marion  Evans 
(Trelcwi3),  elocutionist : Mr.  Noel  MacAuliffe, 
violinist ; Mr.  R.  J.  Withers,  and  Mr.  Ifor 
-Owen*  At  Maesycwmmer,  on  Thursday,  Mr. 
Griffiths  addressed  another  fine  meeting,  at 
which  Mr.  O.  Hoskins  (of  the  local  management 
committee)  presided.  Light  refreshments  were 
provided  free  to  all  present. 

A good  send-off  has  been  accorded  the  seven 
children’s  senior  and  junior  classes  in  Cardiff, 
but  the  educational  committee  are  anxious  for 
moro  workers  among  the  children.  The  pre- 
sent leaders  are  Mesdames  S.  A.  Gibson,  L 
Chappie,  M.  Hughes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Price, 
Misses  L.  D.  Gillett,  E.  Johnson,  J.  Mullins, 
A.  Mills,  Janet  Williams,  and  R.  A.  Stedman. 
With  an  additional  twenty  workers,  INIr.  W.  L. 
Stedman  is  confident  that  the  choir  of  2,000 
voices  will  be  forthcoming  before  the  annual 
guilds’  Congress.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  recent  success  of  Mr.  Richards  (Priory- 
street,  Carmarthen)  at  local  horticultural 
shows  is  one  of  tho  finest  testimonials  to  the 
excellence  of  C.W.S.  seed.  At  the  Carmarthen 
show,  Mr.  Richards  won  nine  first  prizes  and 
seven  second  prizes ; at  the  ’ Cross  Hands 
flower  show  he  took  two  first  prizes,  and  in  the 
Abergwili  show  he  obtained  two  first  prizes 
for  flowers  and  one  for  vegetables.  The  prizes 
in  most  cases  were  won  in  open  competition, 
and  the  produce  came  from  seed  purchased 
at  tho  Carmarthen  stores — C.W.S.  production. 


A CORRECTION. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”) 

Sm, — I realise  the  difficulties  in  getting 
correct  condensed  .reports  of  all  and  sundry 
speeches  for  the  “ News,”  and  do  not  as  a 
rule  take  the  trouble  to  ask  for  corrections, 
but  in  the  account  given  in  this  day’s  issue 
of  my  remarks  at  Southampton  iii  introduc- 
ing Mr.  Riddle’s  Congress  paper  I have  been 
represented  as  putting  forward  views  in  a 
wrong  light.  For  instance,  I did  not  say 
that  Mr.  Riddle’s  statistics  wore  more 
optimistic  than  they  should  be.  What  I said 
was  that  both  the  optimist  and  the  pessimist 
should  be  welcomed  with  a view  tf  scientific 
inquiry.  Neither  did  I say  that  difficulties 
would  arise  as  to  investment  of  capital.  I 
hold  the  contrary  opinion,  and  expressed 
the  same  in  answer  to  a question. — Yours, 
&C.,  RaLPII  HlBIIEItD, 

Secretary,  Southern  Section  of  the 
Co-operative  Union. 

September  22nd,  1922. 


i 1922. 


IMPORTANCE  OF 

RESERVES. 

DEVON  SOCIETIES’  OPINIONS 

finance.  011 

The  Devon  District  Confereu,p  . 
tion,  winch  met  nt  Paignton  ! 

16th,  discussed  Mr.  G.  Rid<||e’8‘'^t*n*tr 
paper  on  ” The  Financial  Position 
Co-operative  Movement  in  Relation  . ‘A 
Forms  of  Administration  i„  *i ‘ 
Trade.”  Mr.  F.  Willis  presided  ‘ 

Iu  welcoming  tho  delegates 
I awcett  (Paignton)  said  his  sVjetvt^ 
been  in  low  water  for  some  tinio  v,  A ¥ I 
committee  had  met  the  difficulties  T,,¥  ' 
Not  only  had  they  reduced  the  st3 
suspense  account  to  a very  small  r ®f 
but  they  hoped  to  clear  off  the 
the  end  of  the  half-year  and  berin  11 
dividends  again.  ° 10  P*y 

The  Chairman  considered  that  the  „ ■ 
ties  had  been  too  keen  in  the  past  m. . 
mg  dividends,  and  had  not ' give? 
attention  to  building  up  reserves  and  aii  1 
ing  for  depreciation  of  their  stocks., £ 
they  should  have  done.  111 

_M,r.  L.  G.  Williams  (Plymouth)  read  M. 
Riddle’s  paper,  which  received  col:  i 
criticism. 

Depreciation  Reserves. 

The  delegates  laid  stress  on  the  need  a 
societies  making  themselves  linaSfil 
stable,  and  the  chief  means  advocated  ml 
by  seeing  that  the  stock  was  not  too  U 
by  proper  depreciation  of  properties  sS-J 
by  placing  an  adequate  sum  to  canild 
reserve.  The  Chairman  thought  the  e/uC 
lishment  of  reserves  would  bring  I 

more  capital  into  the  societies  | 

A Tavistock  delegate  voiced'  the  opiii,, 
ot  several  fellow-delegates  by  an  apical  t0 
think  nationally  on  the  question  of  a capital 
redemption  fund  that  would  enable  them  to 
fight-the  capitalist,  who.  like  the  octopn. 
was  spreading  his  tentacles  throughout  tke 
world. 

Replying  to  the  discussion,  Mr.  Willi, 
said  no  society  founded  on  a cash  tradj  j 
basis  such  as  theirs  could  be  injured  by  • 
anybody  or  anything  outside,  but  only  by 
themselves.  While  Tie  advocated  a certain 
proportion  of  money  being  put  to  reserve,  | 
there  were,  he  pointed  out.  other  Teserves  I 
that  counted,  but  which  did  not  show  oir  1 
the  surface,  such  as  depreciation  of  plant,  1 
fixtures,  and  stock,  which  showed  up  ivhea 
difficulties  came  along. 


The  C.W.S.  Employees’  Social  and  Re- 
creation Club  at  I.eman-street  held  a dance 
in  the  Assembly  Hall  on  Friday.  The 
dancing  cIorb  starts  on  October  2nd,  and  a 
whist  drive  has  been  arranged  for  Oct.  13th. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


Chesham  and  Wycombe — An  increase  ia 

sales  was  reported  at  the  quarterly  meet- 
ings which  were  held  at  Wyiom be  "on  Sep- 
tember 15th  and  at  Chesliam  on  Septem- 
ber 22nd.  The  report  showed  cash  «lu 
for  the  quarter  ending  August  19th  of 
£30,495,  an  increase  of  £800  over  List 
quarter,  which  the  committee  and  Ike 
members  considered  very  satisfactory. 
Several  more  extensions  of  activity  wero  _ 
notified,  the  latest  extension  of  motor  ■ 
-deliveries  being  given  to  C’olesliill,  I’enn- 
street,  Holmer  Green,  Kingshill,  Prest- 
wood,  Weudover  Dean.  The  Vale,  Haw- 
ridge,  Cholesbury,  Bellingdon.  and  Ask- 
ridge.  The  membership  on  August  19tfi 
was  3,888,  a very  nice  increase  over  the 
corresponding  period  of ,4921.  Tire  society 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  maintaining jft 
progress,  having  regard  to  the  serious 
state  of  trade  and  unemployment.  Messrs. 
Evans  and  Collins  were  elected  to  the  com- 
mittee for  Wycombe  area,  and  Messrs. 
Ashworth  and  Saunders  for  the  Clieshan 
The  educational  department  are  p«* 

• for  tie 


splendid  programme 


parirfg 
winter. 

New  Swindon.— Mr.  G.  H.  Marslinm 
J.P.,  presided  over  a good  attendance  ot 
members  at  the  meeting  held  in  ! 
Mechanics’  Institute  on  September  1J*L  j 
The  Chairman  stated  that  although  flnj* 
showed  a decrease  in  cash,  yet  in  6U, 
there  was  an  increase.  The  sales  for  * 
quarter  amounted  to  £63.880.  a (kcre  - 
of  10  per  cent. : membership  showed  a * 
gain  of  57,  making  the  present  "linl . 
9,015;  and  capital  had  also  grown  . 
£2,000.  The  travelling  butcher’s  van  ^ 
been  so  successful  that  nuother  was  to 
placed  upon  the  road.  To  meet  the  P°*‘  . 
created  by  having  two  other  baking  - . . 
ties  in  the  district,  who  paid  a *arge*  3 
dend,  the  committee  decided  to  l"-.|U3 
separate  dividend  on  the  bread,  ana 
place  their  members  in  as  f;lV0 
position  as  the  members  of  the  ‘onipe  £ 
societies.  It  was  hoped  by  this  niea  ^ 
hasten  the  amalgamation  of  the  tnr«e  -- 
ties.  A pleasing  feature  of  the  n ^ 
was  the  distribution  by  the  Pr®slV  the 
prizes  and  certificates  obtained  ■ • *. 
students  at  the  Co-operative  aB(j 

illations  in  co-operative  book  keep) 
co-operation  held  last  Marcn.  cerjj- 
twenty-four  prizes  and  thirty -tare  w 

ficates  in  all  were  awarded.  All  ' * I 

ing  members  of  the  general,  porn-  aBJ 
and  local  representation,  education ^ 
horticultural  committees  were  elect 
one  exception.  The  educational  " ^ 

been  welt  maintained,  and  the  p°s  0f 
the  society  is  of  the  soundest.  "i  r Lnc(J 
the  trying  times  that  are  being  exP\tr,uu<l 
The  educational  committee  wero  i 
to  reaffiliate  with  the  Workers 
tionnl  Association. 


*'  Does  great  credit”  to  the  t«. 

movement,  says  the  “ Derby  Daily 
of  the  “ Millgate  Monthly. 
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^MR  NEVV  SERIAL, 

H0W  THE  STORY  GOES. 

BEGIN  reading  now. 

WitUVM  OiiDROTD,  a working  engineer, 
, ' Jlt  to  Rausley  to  place  maulmiery  at 
i i>itlit'i»d.  on"'  possibilities.  Chance 
ve  him  a cheap  lease  of  a site  wanted 
ffrjcii  business  people,  and  he  profited 
f'  ti,0  chance  to  secure  capital  to 
urt  business  for  himself.  Increasing 
!.r<  led  to  enlargement  of  his  works 
°nJ  extension  of  his  staff,  and  he 
r\  U!e  one  of  the  men  who  counted  at 
Kaiislcv.  An  invitation  to  a political 
meeting  brought  him  face  to  face  with  -the 
filter  of  Sir  Francis  Ollershnw,  and  a 
j*j^n,ination  to  win  her  affections  seized 
I Li  Another  stroke  of  luck  cam©  his 
® however,  in  the  shape  of  ri  workman, 
named  Purchase,  with  an  invention  to  sell. 
Ojjroyd  reluctantly  came  to  terms  with 
purchase,  but  no  sooner  had  the  latter 
put  the  cheque  and  the  agreement  in  his 
Liet  than  an  explosion  takes  place  in  the 
mine.  Purchase  rushed  to  the  pithead  and 
tod  descended  with  the  first  rescue  party 
fhen  a second  explosion  look  place.  Old- 
rovd  had  the  machine.  What  had  hap- 
pened to  the  man  who  had  the^ cheque  and 
tlic  agreement  in  his  pocket?  Oldroyd 
calculated. 
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Chapter  V. 

•As  Oldroyd  gazed  at  the  evidence  of  a 
second  explosion  his  thoughts  took  definite 
simps  and  became  coherent.  He  did  not 
believe  in  Fate.  Men  succeeded  or  failed 
in  proportion  to  their  strength  or  weak- 
ness, or  as  they  took  advantage  of  their 
opportunities.  If  the  first  explosion  had 

Sned  ten  minutes  earlier  Purchase 
not  have  gone  down  the  pit  with 
die  cheque  and  signed  agreement  in  his 
pocket.  If,  as  a result  of  Quixotic' folly, 
lie  had  met  his  end,  those  two  papers  were 
the  sole  evidence  of  any  contract  he  had 
entered  into.  No  one  else  knew  of  the 
invention.  No  one  guessed  its  purpose,  or 
inspected  its  value.  More  important  still, 
the  model  was  safely  st-owed  in  his 
(Oldroyd’ s)  private  office. 

Half-nn-lionr  later,  when  the  smoke  had 
cleared,  the  overseer,  with  a face  as  herd 
and  grev  as  flint,  led  five  other  men 
towards  the  cage. 

As  they  descended  a tense  silence  again 
took  hold  of  the  crowd,  expressing  both 
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feir  and  admiration.  Oldroyd  did  not 
share  it.  The  fact  that  the  first  rescue 
party  bad  not  returned  to  the  shaft  and 
“Dt  up  a signal  was  full  of  ominous 
import,  but  until  he  knew  the  truth  he  was 
helpless.  Hours  seemed  to  go  by,  then, 
suddenly,  there  was  a signal,  and  the  huge 
drum  began  to  gather  coil  upon  coil  of 
ve i"1  ■ UKrdasing  speed. 

"hen  it  stopped  and  the  cage  door 
I»ned  thousands  cf  straining  eyes  saw 
**°  ,men  stagger  from  it  carrying  a 
•torched  and  blackened  figure,  whose  limbs 
limply.  Oldroyd  stared  at  it 
" „ b,e  to  move.  It  was  Purchase  1 The 
, n 'rit"  "horn  he  had  been  bargaining 
Si  rt  Imurs  ago.  now  a mangled  corpse 
and  beyond  earthly  aid!  For  a few 
»>Srlnts  V,a*  "as  :,H  saw  ; the  horror 
f.i irage,dT -of  'fc  held  Eim.  Then  another 
A 4,j8tru  . ‘*m  hke  41  paralysing  blow.  The 
a man  s clothes  hung  about  him  in 
i • phboiis.  but  each  garment  was 
’ !.v  distinguishable,  and  the  coat,  the 
•0MPOrtiant  cont*  was  missing  1 
knJi  °‘Vd  burned  away,  and  passed  one 
liruTa  a a<TOSS  bis  forehead.  His  plans 
"Pon.  obtaining  the  papers,  and 
*****  st.'H  the  pit.  No  doubt  Pur- 
1,-  *tB0'vlng  their  value,  had  removed' 
A (tWat  on  reaching  the  bottom  of  the 
und  placed  it  aside  for  safety.  It 
tvp  ' nafura)  precaution,  but  it  was  fatal. 
yenf|f0l't.1'voum  be  found  and  searched  to 
„bfy  tile  owner. 

Oldrnv  t unfortunate  business,”  said 
Tm  “ Jbe  man  you've  just  brought 
one”*  ? nofcb,ng  to  do  with  the  pit.  He  is 
f.g.  j ,n-v  workmen,  and  volunteered  to 
ThJV  1 ^ much  upset  about  it.” 

Hie  «•  . Jf1  no(lded  sympathetically.  ” By 
.y°i,r  nanieSM^^10‘V<^  continued,  “what's 

Cellars,”  the  other  answered. 
mj?"  -v°»  read?”  Oldroyd  inquired. 

"An,  , ,a  word,”  the  other  answered, 
wish  Aw  could." 

tbink ‘.r1 U’t  matter,”  said  Oldroyd.  ,rT 
Snfort 08,1  render  me  n service.  That 

he  wks  ■ 3 hey  relate  to  machinery  that 
»Qo&f.8  en6aged  upon,  and  I haven’t 
- mer  copy.  , wisj,  you.j  jIav<?  a Iook 


" 1>1N  uu  u ,1  IUUH 

yon  go  down  again.  He  took 


•lien  lie  reached 


• coat  Vic  -V  down  s 

the  tjnH  °tf’  cxrTect,  wll 

* r r-  and  tlie  papers  are  in  it.” 

* tit  Ke  Is  ,10L”  iSelinrs  agreed.  ” It’s 
nted  t down  there  for  auvone  ’at  isn’t 

Aw’ll  have  a look.”  # 
soon  Sa"  Oldroyd,  ” and  bring  it  up 
give  v..,as  y°u  bud  it.  I’ll  wait  here  and 
At  tlmt  s°mefcking  for  your  trouble.” 
•hrfgisp  : i moment  the  cage  came  up  to  the 
h thnv  Gar,,1f£  two  more  bodies.  A s soon 

Paoion  ,i  °r°  removed  Nellhr^  And  hift  Aom- 

®8cended  again.  Burning  with 


impatience,  Oldroyd  paced  backward  and 
forward  in  the  waning  light  with  an  ever- 
deepening  frown  on  his  face. 

Darkness  came  on,  and  presently  a largo 
lamp  flashed  above  his  head,  throwing  a 
wide  circle  of  light  in  which,  U6  lie  moved, 
his  shadow  assumed. grotesque  shapes  that 
seemed  to  mock  him.  With  an  impatient 
swing  of  the-  head  he  strode  into  the 
shadows,  and  leaning  against  a Inigo  baulk 
of  timber  folded*  his  arms  and  waited. 
How  long  ilie  could  not  lin^e  told,  but  he 
become  conscious  suddenly  that  Sellars 
was  coming  out  of  the  cage  empty-handed. 
Flis  mission  had  failed! 

Oldroyd’s  fingers  bit  into  his  palms,  and 
lie  took  a deep  breath  before  stepping  into 
the  light. 

” You  have  not  found  it?"  lie  asked  in 
a voice  that  shook  in  spite  of  him. 

” Tlia’s  guessed  it."  the  collier  answered. 
“ Aw've  looked  ower  ivvery  bit  , o’  yon 
place  where  a eoit  could  be  put,  but  theer’s 
no  sign  o’  it  ’at  Aw  can  see;  and  none  o’ 
t’other  chaps  know  owt  aliaat  it." 

“ It  must  be  there."  Oldroyd  insisted. 
‘‘I  saw  him  enter  tlie  cage  . with  it  on. 
When  are  you  going  down  again?” 

” Happen  they’ll  want  me  to-morrow," 
said  Sellars.  ” Aw’m.  not  surq.  Theer’s  a 
lot  o’  roof  i’  t’main  way,  and  nobbut  a few 
can  work  on  it.” 

Oldroyd  took  a sovereign  from  hid 
pocket.  ” That’s  for  what  you’ve  done,” 
he  said.  ” Go  down  again  as  soon  as  you 
can  and  find  that  coat.  It  must  be  there. 
Keep  on  searching  until  it  turns  up.” 

Sellars  looked  at  tlie  coin  and  nodded. 
"It’s  better  nor  coil  gettin’,”  he  remarked. 

“ Aw ’ll  go  daan  first  thing  i’  t’morning’, 
an’  if  it’s  tlieer  Aw’ll  find  it.  You  can  bet 
on  that.” 

“Goodl”  said  Oldroyd.  "To-morrow 
is  Sunday.  If  you  find  it  come  to  my 
office.  I' shall  he  there  all  day.  I have 
some  important  business  to  attend  to.” 

Sellars  nodded  and  passed  on,  while 
Oldroyd  turned  and  made  his  way  into  the 
street,  where  die  found  his  mail  standing 
patiently  by  the  dog-cart. 

•*  I’d  forgotten  you,  Thomas,”  he  said. 

“No  wonder,  sir,”  the  man  answered. 

“ This  is  an  awful  affair.  They  say  as 
there’s  no  hope  for  ’em.” 

"There’s  always  hope,"  said  Oldroyd. 
"You  can  drive  me  home.  I’ll  give  you 
something  extra  for  waiting  so.  lung.” 

Thomas  gave  his  employer  a startled 
glance.  It  was  the  first  time  he  had  known 
him  to  indulge  in  impulsive  generosity. 

Ne-xt  morning,  when  Oldroyd  rose,  Ins 
eves  were  heavy  from  lack  of  sleep,  but 
there  was  a hard,  resolute  look  about  his 
firm  jaw  that  spoke  of  steady  purpose.  In 
the  silence  of  the  night  lie  had  thought  out 
his  plans,  testing  every  link  to  make  sure 
of  its  strength.  Definite,  absolute  action 
was  impossible  until  the  papers  Purchase 
had  taken  into  the  pit  were  recovered  but 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  him  from 
moving  in  anticipation. 

Eating  a hasty  breakfast,  he  left  tne 
house  and  went  to  his  office.  It  ";|s  not  the 
first  time  he  had  been  there  on  tlie  Sabbath, 
and  he  made  no  effort  to  conceal  his  move- 
ments. Why  should  be?  The  place  con- 
tained the  only  religion  he  believed  in,  the 
only  church  he  attended. 

faking  off  his  cont  and  turning  up  his 
shirt  sleeves,  he  lifted  the  box  containing 
tlie  model  to  a table,  and,  tluowing  back  the 
lid.  let  the  sides  fall  away  so  that  it  stood 
in  full  view.  Fixing  the  handle  he  turned 
it  gently,  watching  critically  the  moving 
mechanism,  then  cleared  a desk,  and  plac- 
ing some  drawing  materials  upon  it.  went 
into  the  works  and  brought  a number  of 
tools. 

Moving  deliberately,  and  with  scarcely  any 
noise,  ho  began  to  take  vhe  machine  to 
pieces,  studying  each  part  carefully  and 
numbering  it.  At  the  end  of  two  hours  he 
reached  the  secret,  and  stood  gazing  at  it 
with  an  angry  frown.  It  was  so  simple  and 
obvious  that  he  felt  annoyed  at  not  having 
thought  of  it  himself.  Continuing  to  work 
steadily,  he  at  last  had  thoi  model  spread 
before  him  in  a broad  layer  of  wheels  and 
cranks  and  shafts. 

Wiping  the  grease  From  his  hands  and 
washing  them,  he  began  making  a number 
of  drawings,  under  which  lie  wrote  precise 
instructions.  It  was  work  he  had  seldom 
attempted,  and  it  took  a long  time  to 
accomplish,  but  he  never  paused  till  it  was 
finished.  Having  checked  it  carefully,  ho 
enclosed  the  papers  in  an  envelope,  before 
phichiu  them  in.  his  coat. 

So  intent  had  lie  been  on  his  Fisk  that  time 
passed  unheeded;  and  he  was  startled  to  find, 
on  looking  at  his  watch,  that  it  was  nfeariy 
four  o’clock.  Moving  more  quickly,  he 
began  to  reconstruct  tne  machine.  It  was 
cliUd^s  piny  iibw.  In.  a comparatively  short 
space  he  was  tightening  the  last  nut.  and  tlie 
model  stood  as  perfect  as  when  he  first  Saw 
it.  For  a niinnte  he*  surveyed  it  in  silence, 
then  locked  the  box,  and,  pushing  it  beneath 
a tab'?,  left  the  office  and  went  back  to  his 
apartments. 

As  day,  after  day  wont  by  aiid  Sellars  did 
not  appear,'  sleep  and  appetite  began  to 
deftore  mm,  but  his  purpose  never  wavered. 
By  dividing  the  task  among  different  work- 
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men  lie  obtained  a new  model  without  risk 
or  suspicion,  and  placed  it  in  the  box  which 
Purchase  had  made,  the  original  model  dis- 
appearing at  the  same  time.  ~ Yet  he  did  not 
dare  to  take  the  final  step.  It  was  too  risky, 
too  pregnant  with  possible  disaster 

Then  when  ho  had  almost  given  up  hope, 
Sellars  appeared  at  the  office,  black  with  coal 
dust,  and  carrying  a small  parcel  under  his 
arm.  Oldroyd  closed  the  rlcor  behind  Him , 
and  eyed  the  package  with  a frown.  It  was 
too  sinq.ll  to  contain  a coat. 

“ Well,”  he  asked.  “ What  news?” 

“It’s  hard  to  say,”  Sellars  answered. . 
“ If  this  is  what  Aw’ve  bin  looking  for,  litem 
papers  is  destroyed.” 

Ho  undid  the  parcel,  disclosing  a few 
burnt  rags  that  had  once  been  n rent. 

” That  might  have  belonged  to  anyone,” 
Oldroyd  commented. 

“ It  must  lm’  caught  fire  and  gone  on 
smouldering  till  some  roof  fell  on  it,” 
Sellars  explained.  ” Aw’ve  sifted  all  t’  stuff 
and  found  these.  Happen  you’ll  know 
them.”  He  took  a pocket  knife  and  a metal 
tobacco  box  from  under  the  rags  and  placed 
them  on  top. 

Oldroyd  examined  them  carefully.  They 
wore  of  the  ordinary  type,  hut  invaluable  as 
a means  of  identification. 

“ I can  find  out,”  lie  sai.il.  “ If  this  is  the 
coat  the  papers  a re -destroyed.  But  you’ve 
done  your  best,  and  I keep  my  promises.” 
He  took  live  sovereigns  from  his  pocket  and 
dropped  them  into  the  collier’s  liakd. 
“Take -that  and  leave  the  parcel  here. 
It’s  of  no  consequence  now.  ’ 

“ Thank  you,  Mr.  Oldroyd,”  said  Sellars, 
pocketing  the  coins.  “ Happen  you  know 
’at  l’  colliers  is  putting  a stone  on  that 
chap’s  grave?” 

” Ycu  mean  Purchase?”  Oldroyd  asked. 
“No.  I haven’t  heard  anything.” 

” It’s  a fact,”  Sellars  assured  him. 

” Aw’m  giving'  another  five  boh  not  o’  this 
money  o’  yours.  He  wor  a plucky  chap. 
Good  morning.” 

” Geo  1 morning,”  said  Oldroyd,  and 
elcsed  the  door  on  him  with  a <snap,  while 
a look  cf  contempt  crossed  his  face.  ” Tie 
gave  his  life  and  gets  a tombstone,”  he 
muttered.  ” The  reward  of  heroism  and 
self-sacrifice.  What  a fool ! What  a fool ' 
That  was  his  coot.  I will  make  certain  of 
it  by  asking  his  niatos 'to  look  n't  the  other 
"things.  They  will  recognise  them  if  they 
Avene  his.” 

A knock  at  the  . door  interrupted  his 
thoughts,  and  Tarrant  appeared. 

” Mrs.  Purchase  has  called  to  see  you, 
sir.”  lie  said.  “There  is  a man  with  her.” 
The  name  went  through  Oldroyd  like  an 
electric  shook,  but  not  a muscle  of  his  face 
moved.  “ Very  well,”  he  said,  “ show 
them  in.” 

He  wertt  and  stood  with  his  back  to  the 
fireplace,  every  nerve  under  control.  .Mrs. 
Purchase,  dressed  in  deep  mourning  and 
looking  wretchedly  ill,  came  forward  with  an 
air  of  timidity.  • 

“Come  in,  come  in.  Airs.  Purchase,”  Qld- 
royd  said.  ” Take  this  chair.  I am  sorry  to 
meet  you  under  such  painful  circumstances.” 
“Thank  you.”  she  answered  quietly.- 
” This  is  Mr.  Till,  a close  friend  of  my  hus- 
band’s. He  was  good  enough  to  come  with 
me,” 

Oldroyd  bowed  a little  stiffly  and  offered  a 
second  chair.  He  saw  that  the  mail’s  clothes 
and  appeniaueo  were  those  of  a workman, 
but  jhis  face  was  uuusually  intelligent. 
There  was  also  a lock  of  restrained  deter- 
mination about  him  which  indicated  that  lie 
was  there  with  a nurpose. 

“ It  is  no  use  talking  about  what  has  hap- 
pened,” Oldroyd  continued,  turning  to  Mrs. 
Purchase.  ” Words  are  quite  useless  in  the 
face  of  such  a painful  calamity  as  von  have 
suffered.  Is  there  anything  I can  do  for 
you?” 

” Perhaps  T had  better  explain  why  I am 
here,  Air.  Oldroyd.”  Till  interposed.  “ It  is 
quite  true  that  John  Purchase  and  I were 
verv  close  friends,  and  that  T had  a good  deal 
of  his  confidence.  On  the  day  of  his  cVith, 
only  a few  hours  before,  in  fact,  In;  told  me 
you  were  calling  at  his  bouse.  May  I ask 
whether  you  kept  the  appointment?” 

Oldroyd  felt  himself  grew  cold.  Till's 
words  suggested  that  Purchase  had  not  been 
as  secretive  about  the  invention  ns  he  pro- 
fessed. 

“Oh.  yes,  T called,”  he  admitted.  “It 
was  a business  matter.  At  least,  I Imped 
it  might  load  to  business.  WJi:l»  wo  were 
discussing  it  file  explosion  took  place  nt  the 
pit.  and  Purolinsp  rushed  out.  That  wag  the 

last.  I saw  nf  lijin.  I ” 

He  was  interrupted  by  a low  cry  from 
Mrs.  Purchase,  who  had  caught  sight  of 
tho  tilings  left  by  Sellars. 

“Look!  Look!”  she  cried.  “That. is 
John’s  knife  and  tobacco  box.  Veg.  and,his 
coat!  See!”  She  seized  tire  remnant  and 
held  it  up  excitedly. 

Oldroyd  placed  a baud  on  the  desk  to 
steady, jiimself.  The  one  thing  he  required 
to  make  him  secure  had  happened. 

“ Yon  mustn’t  excite  vuurself  like  this  or 
you’ll  be  111  again,”  said  Til!  gently. 

, - ” But  where .lnvye,.tliey  cuiue  from?  What 
are  they  doing  here?”  she  asked  piteously. 

1 See,  lie  broke  one  of  tire  blades  of  this 
knife  making  a boat  for  Jncky.”  Her  lips 


quivered  and  tears  came  into  her  eyes  as  she 
gazed  at  it. 

Till  looked  at  Oldroyd.  “Can  vou  ex- 
plain?” he  asked. 

“I  am  very  sorry,”  Oldroyd  answered. 
"It's  a most  extraordinary  coincidence. 
Those  articles  were  brought  hero  by  a collier 
just  before  you  came.  I'd  forgotten  them 
for  the  moment.  It  seems  he  found  them  in 
•the  pit,  and  thinking  they  might  have  be- 
longed  to  Purchase,  brought  them  here  to 
see  if  I could  identify  them.  I was  not  sure 
" "!|t  is  left  of  tlie  c-oat  is  so  dirty ” 

“ It  was  his  I See!  there’s  a patch  on 
the  collar.  _ I put  it  there  only  a week  before 

he— lie ” slio  stopped,  too  agitated  to 

speak. 

“ Come,  come,”  said  Oldroyd  " You 
must  not  giw?  way  like  this,  'lin  artic  Qs 
came  to  light  almost  by  a miracle.  Take 
them  home  with  you,  if  you  wish.” 

“ Thank  you,”  she  faltered.  " I — I could 
not  help  it.  It  was  so  sudden  and 
unexpected.” 

Oldroyd,  no  longer  doubtful  about  tho  fate 
of  the  pajiers,  dtopjxvl  his  guarded  maimer 
and  turned  to  Till  with  something  approanh- 
ing  his  old  aggressiveness.  “ You  were 
askiug  me  why  I palled  upon  Purchase  ” lie 
began. 

"Pardon  me,”  Till  answered.  “I  know 
t ie  object  of  your  visit,  but  I was  not  suic 
that  you  kept  the  appointment.  Ycu  went 
there  to  look  at  a machine  rny  friend 
invented.” 

“Just  so,”  said  Oldroyd.  “lie  imagined 
he  had  hit  on  something  that  was  going  to 
turn  the  world  upside  down.  It’s  a delusion 
shared  by  most  inventors.” 

Till  looked  at  him  steadily.  “Are  you 
suggesting  that  his  invention  was  worth- 
less?” he  asked. 

” Not  suggesting.”  Oldroydg.  answered. 
“ I state  it  absolutely.  There  was  no  idea 
in  the  thing,  no  purpose  behind  it.” 

“ That's  on  extraordinary  statement,” 
Till  remarked.  “ Purchase,  was  a clever 
workman  and  very  intelligent.  How  could 
he  make  such  a blunder?” 

Oldroyd  shrugged  his  shoulders.  “I 
cannot  dissect  other  men’s  mind-.  J am 
simply  stating  facts,”  lie  answered. 

Till's  brow  puckerod  in  perplexity,  and  a 
distinct  note  of  suspicion  came  into  his  voice. 
“Did  you  take  the  invention  away  with 
you?”  he  inquired. 

'“Certainly.”  was  the  unhesitating  reply. 
“ When  I said  it  was  useless  he  begged  me 
to  examine  it  at  my  leisure.  I did  so.  You 
can  do  the  same  if  you  wish.  Tt  is  here.” 
He  dragged  tlie  box  from  under  his  desk  and 
lifted  the  lid. 

“That  is  the  box  John  made,”  Airs.  Pur- 
chase exclaimed.  “ I remember  him  briug- 
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ing  an  old  paeking-ease  home  and  using  the 
timber.” 

“ My  opinion  is  worthless,”  Till  com- 
mented. “ I do  not  understand  machinery. ” 
“ Well  take  it  to  someone  who  does,”  said 
Oldroyd,  “ and  if  they  can  find  anything 
novel  or  even  useful  in  it.  come  back  and 
tell  me  I am  not  an  engineer.  I will  instruct 
one  of  my  carters  to  deliver  it  this  afternoon 
if  you  wish." 

“ I cannot  understand  it,”  Till  persisted. 
” Purchase  has  been  making  machinery  ever 
since  he  left  school.  Knowing  how  cautious 
and  level-headed  lie  was,  it  seems 
incredi  table.” 

“Very  likely,"  said  Oldroyd.  “But  if 
you  saw  some  of,  the  things  people  invent  and 
take  out  patents  for.  you  would  understand. 
Inventors  become  obsessed  by  an  idea  and 
deliberately  ignore  tlie  most  palpable  facts. 
I have  seen  it  over  aud  ever  again.” 

“ That  seems  to  be  the  only  explanation,” 
Till  admitted  reluctantly.  “ We  shall  sub- 
mit it  to  someone  else,  of  course,  hut  I cau- 
uot  pretend  to  expect  a reversal  of  your 
judgment.  It  is  disappointing.  Ycu  see, 
Airs.  Purchase  is  thrown  on  her  own 
resources,  and  was  hoping  to  find  that  her 
husband’s  invention  would  help  her.” 

“ My  dear  Mrs.  Purchase,”  said  Oldroyd, 
you  needn't  let  the  immediate  future  worry 
you  at  nil.  Your  husband  was  oro  of  my 
best  workmen,  always  reliable  and  steady. 
He  thought  his  idea  was  valuable  and  gave 
me  the  first  chance.  It  might  have  had  a 
fortune  in  it.  I shall  be  pleased  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  his  conduct  in  a practical 
way.”  He  took  a cheque  book  from  a drawer 
and,  filling  in  a page,  tore  it  out  and  handed 
it  to  her.  . 

She  looked  nt  it  and  gave  a little  gasp. 
A hundred  pounds!  Oil!  Air.  Oldroyd,  I 
cannot  take  so  much.”  , 

“ Nonsense,”  said  Oldroyd,  curtiy. 
Take  it  to  the  bank  and  cash  it.  A hun- 
dred. pounds  is  nothing  to  me,  but  it  wM 
enable  you  to  make  'arrangements  about  the 
future  without  hurry.  If  there  is  anything 
else  I. can  do,  let  me  know.  I shall  be  very 
pleased  to  render  any  assistance  I can.” 

“ How  can  I thank  you?"  Airs.  Purchase 
asked  tearfully.  “ T— I am  very  grateful. 

I shall  never  forget  your 'kindness.'* 

" Ncr  I."  said  Till.  “ You  have  stretched 
out  your  hand  to  aitl  the  widow  and  tho 
orphan.  May  God  reward  you  as  you 
deserve!” 

Oldroyd  winced  inwardly  at  the  uncon- 
scious sarcasm,  hut  bowed  the  visitors  out 
ip  a silence  that  might  have  been  due  to 
sympathy,  then  efrsed  the  door  and  leaned 
against  it  heavily. 

'‘Safe,"  lie  muttered.  “.Safe  at  last. 
But  it  was  a nehr  tiling.” 

[TO  DE  CONTINUED.] 
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THE  WINTER’S  WORK. 


Trade  at  home  and  international  co-operative  trading 
figured  largely  in  the  discussions  at  the  Central  Board 
-meeting  on  Saturday  last.  The  movement  is  gradually 
recognising  its  own  potentialities,  and  is  seriously 
devoting  itself  to  the  consideration  of  th*  wider  sphere 
of  co-operation.  It  would  never  get  anywhere  without 
doing  so;  but  the  world-wide  organisation  that  we 
dream  of  will  never  be  what  we  want  it  to  be  unless  our 
local  organisations  and  those  of  our  friends  abroad  are 
what  they  ought  to  be.  We  must,  therefore,  consolidate 
as  well  as  survey. 

Now  that  the  holidays  are  over,  and  a resumption 
of  active  duties  has  taken  place,  the.  good  co-operator 
should  turn  his  attention  to  his  future  activities.  If  not 
already  a member  he  will  take  steps  to  join  the  Men’s 
Guild,  and  thus  assist  in  swelling  the  numbers  to  the  ten 
thousand  membership  which  is  aimed  at.  He  will  also 
seek  to  equip  himself  as  a fully  qualified  co-operator 
by  becoming  a subscriber  to  the  co-operative  publica- 
tions. In  this  way  his  co-operative  outlook  wall  be 
widened,  and  his  belief  in  the  co-operative  principles 
will  be  strengthened. 

Management  committees  should  map  out  a programme 
of  winter  work.  They  must-  not  be  content  to  carry 
on  routine  duties,  but  should  aim  at  a policy  of  con- 
solidation and  extension.  The  best  methods  for  im- 
proving the  relationship  between  the  committee  and 
the  employees  is  one  point  which  might  be  advan- 
tageously discussed  in  the  board-room.  In  some  societies 
the  committees  have  fallen  far  short  of  attaining  the 
position  of  ideal  employers,  and  time  devoted  to  a 
consideration  of  this  matter  will  not  be  wasted. 

What  is  being  "done  to  extend  trade  ? Every  live 
co-operator  should  join  up  with  the  forces  already 
engaged  in  the  Trade  Campaign.  There  should  be  an 
active  and  systematic  canvass  for  new  members.  In 
the  smaller  societies  where  a paid  canvasser  is  out  of 
the  question  the  services  of  Women’s  Guild  members 
should  be  enlisted.  This  will  also  necessitate  the 
preparation  of  suitable  publicity  matter.  Something 
different  is  needed  from  the  ordinary  .cheap  handbill 
with  a few  bald  statements.  It  is  false  economy  to 
use  cheap  printing.  The  wise  manager  will  issue 
attractively-arranged  and  arresting  leaflets,  which 
carry  conviction  in  every  paragraph.  These  should  be 
the  advance  guard  to  a carefully-planned  canvassing 
campaign,  and  should  be  backed  up  by  judicious  local 
advertising.  Another  valuable  aid  to  a “ push  ” of 
this  kind  is  to  have  special  window  displays  at  the 
stores  of  certain  classes  of  goods  ; and  it  should  be  the 
endeavour  of  every  management  committee  to  see  that 
prices,  quality,  and  service  in  their  stores  are  equal  to 
the  best  elsewhere. 

Of  course,  these  efforts  should  be  supplemented  by 
those  of  the  educational  committee,  for  there  should  be 
strict  co-ordination  in  matters  of  this  kind,  as  there 
should  be  between  all  our  central  organisations. 

The  alert  society  will  soon  have  in  full  play  its  series 
of  concert- meetings,  lectures,  and  social  gatherings. 
There  is  now  a wealth  of  talent  available  through  the 
C.W.S.  and  the  other  co-operative  concert  agencies, 
that  there  is  no  excuse  for  societies  not  having  the  best 
class  of  artistes.  In  recent  3'ears  there  has  certainly 
been  an  improvement  in  the  kind  of  entertainment 
provided  ; and  it  is  well  ; for  audiences  are  more  critical 
nowadays  and  want  the  very  best  talent. 

The  formation  of  co-operative  choirs  has  done  a great 
deal  in  raising  the  standard  of  our  music.  * There  is  a 
wide  scope  for  further  extending  this  branch  of  work. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  next  year  will  see  a great  revival 
in  choral  festivals,  particularly  as  there  is  a prospect  of 
getting  more  reasonable  rates  from  the  railway  com- 
panies. 

Besides  the  propaganda  side  the  up-to-date  educa- 
tional committee  will  see  that  a good  list  of  instructive 
lectures  and  debates  is  arranged.  This  can  be  done  in 
conjunction  with  some  of  the  existing  educational 
organisations.  In  view  of  the  near  approach  of  the 
general  election  a course  of  lectures  might  be  arranged 
on  the  methods  of  conducting  elections,  and  as  to  the 
aims  of  the  Co-operative  Party.  There  is  a need  for 
increased  enlightenment  on  the  question  of  political 
action,  respecting  which  there  is  deep-set  vagueness 
amongst  many  co-operators.  The  ample  literature 
issued  by  the  Co-operative  Union  will  provide  splendid 
material  for  debates  on  this  question. 

One  matter  which  might  receive  the  attention  of 
educational  committees  is  as  to  the  broadcasting  of 
tke-co-operative  press.  In  many  districts  little  has  been 
done  to  push  the  sales  of  co-operative  publications ; 
there  is  also  a ! :!:ness  in  collecting  the  parcels  from 
the  railway  stations  and  ensuring  a regular  delivery 
to  the  members.  The  committees  should  take  this 
matter  in  hand,  and  promote  a bigger  sale. 


a protectionist  Government.  It  is,  theoretically,  Aineri  f ' 
own  business  to  decide  what  tariffs  it  will  impose  upon  \ 
imports  ; but  trade  considerations  raise  the  question  to  ono  t 
international  importance,  and  excessive  tariffs  might  COn 
ceivably  lead  to  a general  tariff  war  from  which  America  herself 
might  suffer  more  seriously  than  anybody  else.  The  latest  U S 
Tariff  imposes  higher  duties  than  ever  on  nearly  all  impo-T, 
and  on  such  goods  as  Sheffield  cutlery  the  duty  makes  trade 
with  Sheffield  almost  prohibitive  ; while  on  woollen  goods  the 
effect  will  bo  to  hamper  trade  very  seriously.  The  attitude  o! 
the  U.S.  on  this  subject  is  as  stupid  as  our  own.  We  expect 
Germany  to  pay  reparations ; reparations  can  only  be  paid  ^ 
-goods  ; and  we  impose  taxes  on  German  imports  to  mako 
payment  by  goods  impossible.  Wo  are  in  America’s  debt 
we  can  only  pay  in  goods  ; and  America  treats  us  as  we  treat 
Germany.  Possibly  America  is  only  teaching,  or  attempting 
to  teach,  us  a lesson.  More  probably  the  vested  interests  are 
attempting  to  look  after  Number  One. 


PROTECTIONIST  DUTIES. 

The  United  States  Government  seems  to  bo  bent  on 


greater  trouble  for  its  citizens.  The  experiences  of 
in  the  war  years  led  it  to  abrogate  its  protectionist  ^ 


and  economists  on  both  sides  of  tho  Atlantic  seemed  satHp’ 

then  that,  tho  lesson  so  learned  hv  America  wnuLl 


then  that  the  lesson  so  learned  by  America  would  lead  her 


the  ranks  of  the  Free  Trade  countries.  Economists,  like  ide  V 


mto 


ideali^ 


always  overlook  tho'  hard  fact  that  money  talks,  jj0  ,, 
interests  can  upset  all  theories.  They  may  not  prove 
contrary  theories,  but  they  can  make  tho  multitude  think 
have  proved  them.  That  is  why  our  Government  has  b *** 


AN  INCENTIVE  TO  WAR. 

In  this  week’s  issue  we  print  a special  article  from  a contri- 
butor who  re-calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  in  this 
world  people  who  profit  from  war  and  from  the  menace  of  war, 
That  fact  was  emphasised  time  and  again  in  articles  in  our 
columns  while  tho  last  war  raged.  We  gladly  publish  our  corre- 
spondent’s views  this  week,  in  the  first  place  because  it  supplies 
a ready  answer  to  a question  put  in  last  week's  “ Co-operative 
News  ” ; in  the  second  place,  because  it  should  arouse  more  ' 
public  concern  at  a timQ  when  the  sword  hangs  over  our  heads; 
and  in  the  third  place,  because  it  directs  attention  to  one  of  the 
most  prolific  causes  -of  war.  So  long  as  there  arc  powerful 
financial  interests  which  derive  their  profits  only  from  war  and 


from  the  danger  of  war,  we  may  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
mil 


threat  of  war  xm  never  be  far  away.  Prior  to  1914  we  h 
huge  armaments  combine  with  heaps  of  capital  from  British, 
French,  Italian,  Austrian,  and  German  speculator's.  French,’ 
German,  Austrian,  and  British  directors  controlled  its  opera- 
tions. The  directors  of  this  combine  were  influential  people  in 
their  own  countries.  Their  chief  business  was  to  make  profits. 
If  they  could  put  Austrian  factories  on  overtime  producing  \rar 
material  because  Italy  had  placed  a large  order,  or  put  French 
munition  works  on  overtime  because  Germany  was  storing  up 
explosives,  and  generally  play  one  country  off  against  another  it' 
was,  according  to  the  standards  of  present-day  morality  in  busi- 
ness, quite  legitimate ; but  such  business  can  only  have  one 
result.  Great  powers  would  have  to  sell  their  second  rate  war 
material  to  lesser  powers  ; the  same  competition  between  lesser 
powers  was  bound  to  follow' ; Balkan  wars  and  Asiatic  strife  were 
inevitable.  The  League  of  Nations  has  not  yet  been  allowed  to 
get  down  to  a serious  handling  of  disarmament  and  allied  ques- 
tions. The  remedies  are  obvious.  The  League  must  decide 
upon  disarmament ; and-  whatever  explosives  are  necessary  for 
•mining,  quarrying,  or  for  the  policing  of  the  seas  or  wide  wild 
areas  must  be  made  in  State-owned  factories  which  will  be  con- 
ducted without  any  question  of  commercial  profit- 


A BISHOP  SPEAKS  OUT. 

Dk.  Henley  Henson,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham.  1 
in  St.  Cuthbert’s,  Darlington,  on  Sunday,  crystallised,  in  a ^ 
sentences,  the  whole  case  for  the  co-operative  system  and  tbo 
co-operative  movement.  His  Lordship  declared  that  there  iJ 
much  in  the  process  of  material  life  and  the  competition  0 
commercialism  which  stimulates  indifference  to  truth.  Every- 
thing, he  added,  which  separates  wealth  from  public  service 
and  honest  labour  tends  to  lower  the  moral  standards  of  t 8 
community  and  to  develop  a reckless  gambling  spirit  in  wens 
minds.  His  Lordship  went  on  to  say  that  the  situation  of  t a 
world  at  present  is  impressive  evidence  of  the  ominous  conse 
quences  of  ill  faith.  We  must  have  truth  and  sincerity  >n 
tho  affairs  of  life  if  civilisation  is  to  be  secured  and  maintain  < 
We  know  that  co-operators,  from  Robert  Owen’s  time  to^ 
present,  have  been  propagating  the  same  views.  The  c°^ 
petitive  system  lends  itself  to  sharp  practice  and  to  the  u=i 
unfair  advantages.  It  is  conceived  in  the  spirit  of  war  in  w ^ 
all  things  are  fair,  and  it  demoralises  those  engaged  m it 
many  in  business  arc  directed  by  canons  and  customs  they  wo  ^ 
abhor  themselves  for  adopting  in  private  life  or  in  thdf 
relationships.  The  co-operativo  principle,  which  UKl^s._<tjan 
ono  realise  that  he  is  part  of  the  community,  applies  t 
precepts  to  everyday  activities,  and  it  removes  from  * 
path  temptations  which  those  governed  by  competitive  ms  4 
find  it  difficult  to. withstand. 


INCOME  TAX. 

We  suspect,  from  tho  frequency  with  which  role 
subject  appear  in  trade  papefs  of  various  kinds,  that 
ner.ts  are. drilling  for  another  attack  upon  co-opei at i • 
and  their  dividends  by  way  of  a new  demand  1 11 
The  fact3  are  unalterAl.  The  advocates  of  the  fa-1 
their  case  upon  tho  same  old  fact?,  using  tbo  sailU 


to  tha 
our  oppo- 


sing 1 


ments,  and  actuated  by  the  same  old  hope  of  P"1 
menfc  out  o:  'a 'an.  We  have  only  the  same  old  1 1 

to  aocicStfi-  no.  ready  and  organised  to  meet  the  att* 
ground  the  enemy  will  chooso. 
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PKICE  OF  THE  loar 

gj.  IN  ENGLAND,  lid.  IN  DUBLIN. 
“IRISH  TIMES”  WANTS  INQUIRY. 

.o-operative  movement  is  being  well 
, ]iej  because  its  influence  is  being 
«AeJ  in  unexpected  quarters, 
t number  of  societies  have  been  much 
,.iueil  of  because  they  have  been  selling 
11b.  loaf  at  8d.  The  action  of  the 
a ,1  Arsenal  Society  in  selling  the  loaf 
, «d  anti  Hour  at  a reduced  price,  has 
prompted  the  editor  of  the  Irish  Times  ” 
to  cull  upon  the  Provisional  Government  of 
L' Irish  Tree  State  to  institute  "all 
impartial  inquiry  into  too, I prices."  In  a 
leading  article  the  "Times"  remarked:- 
“ If  any  trader,  or  body  of  traders,  can 

sell  a -lib-  loaf  for  yd'  iu  London»  tlle 
Question  why  tJie  same  loaf  should  cost 
lid  in  Dublin  is  not  only  natural  but 
inevitable.  The  difference  between  the 
prices  of  essential  foodstuffs  in  the  big 
English  cities  and  in  Dublin  is  one  of  the 
chief  causes  of  our  industrial  unrest. 
There  may  be  good  reasons  for  the  differ- 
ence. but  no  authoritative  and  disinterested 
explanation  of  it  has  been  offered.  Our 
nuzzled  public  believes  that  somebody  is 
sinking  unfair  profits,  and  it  refuses  to  be 
consoled  bv  official  figures  which  no  inge- 
nuity on  'the  humble  housekeeper's  part 
can ' contrive  to  reconcile  with  the  hard 
facts  of  life.  For  this  reason  we  have 
invited  the  Provisional  Government  to 
institute  an  impartial  inquiry  into  food 
prices.  The  charges  concerning  ' profiteer- 
ing ’ and  the  existence  of  ' rings  ’ ought 
to  be  proved-or  disproved  on  unassailable 
evidence.  The  result  of  such  an  inquiry, 
whatever  it  might  be,  would  make  on  im- 
portant contribution  to  the  public  peace.’* 
If  the  editor  should  have  his  way  a very 
necessary  service  will  have  been  done  to 
tie  people  of  Dublin. 


INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS  AT  ESSEN. 

QUESTIONS  FOR  I.C.A.  EXECUTIVE. 

[From  Our  London  Representative.] 


Amongst  tlie  varied,  and,  from  the  point 
of  view  of-  international  co-operation, 
extremely  interesting  agenda  to  be  discussed 
nc  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  of  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance,  at  Essen,  this 
week-end,  arc  the  extended  reports  of  the 
delegation  which  visited  Russia.  It  will  bo 
remembered  that  at  the  Milan  meeting  in 
April  the  deputation  submitted  a summary 
of  their  conclusions,  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  report  should  be  submitted  to  tlio  Execu- 
tive at  Essen.  '—This  document  i«  of  a very 
comprehensive  character,  and  contains  the 
reports  o-f  the  'conference  with  the  Presidium 
of  the  Centrosoyus,  together  with  an  account 
of  the  Congress  at  Moscow  in  March.  1920; 
the  text  of  the  Soviet  decrees  of  March  20tli, 
1919;  January  27th,  1920  ; April  7th,  1921; 
special  report  on  bankii'jg;  and  extracts 
from  memorandum  on  Russian  co-operation 
specially  prepared  for  thq  delegation ; and 
enumerates  the  conclusions  and  recommen- 
dations of  the  delegation. 

The  next  matter  of  importance  is  tlie 
report  of  the  delegation  to  Georgia.  Unfor- 
tunately only  two  representatives  ~M.  V. 
Serwy  and  M.  Gugushvili — constituted  this 
delegation,  and  the  former  has  presented  a 
trenchant  report  ns  to  tire  conditions  in 
Georgia.  Recent  articles  from  his  pen  in  the 
" Oo-operntive  News  ” and  also  in  the  Con- 
tinental Press  testify  to  the  very  strong 
impression  made  upon  his  mind  by  tho  Soviet 
occupation  of  Georgia.  Already  n strung 
protest  bns  been  addressed  to  the  Goorginn 
Government  atTiflis,  and  an  appeal  has  been 
made  to  the  League  of  Nations  and  the  Inter- 
national Labour  Bureau  to  assist  in  bringing 
about  a.  better  state  of  things  in  Georgia. 
The  Centrosoyus,  Mkecow,  lias  been  asked  to 
use  its  influence  with  the  Soviet  Government 
to  this  effect.  These  appeals  arise  directly 
from  the  powerful  representation  of  the 
delegation.  At  Essen  the  report  will  be  fur- 


ther considered,  and*  doubtlesB  other 
measures  adopted. 

The  case  of  the  Genoa  Conference  of  the 
Allies  will  also  be  heard  at  Essen.  The 
Alliance  had  meetings  at  Milan  which 
synchronised  with  the  Genoa  Conference,  and 
a lengthy  statement  of  economic  policy  was 
put  forward  to  the  President  of  the  Confer- 
ence with  a view  to  the  participation  of  co- 
operative representation  in  its  realisation. 

M.  Albert  Thomas,  director  of  the  Inter- 
national Labour  Bureau  and  a member  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  I.C.A. , presented 
the  resolution,  which  was  duly  acknowledged 
to  the  Alliance  by  Senor  Facta  ancF  referred 
to  the  economic  side  of  the  Commission, 
where  it  met  with  rather  a summary  fate, 
largely  as  the  result  of  the  attitude  taken  h.y 
the  Representative  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, Sir  Philip  Lloyd  Graeme.  Some  of  the 
Italian  papers  strongly  criticised  this  action 
at  the  time,  and  communication  was  made 
to  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  with  an  appeal  for 
some  explanation  of  the  Government’s  posi- 
tion. Naturally  the  Prime  Minister  declined 
to  accept  the  statement  that  the  co-operative 
proposals  had  been  received  with  opposition 
rota  the  representative  of  the  British 
Ministry  of  Labour,  and  declared  that  lie 
greatly- values  the  support  of  the  I.C.A.,  and 
will  be  ready  to  give  attention  to  any  sugges- 
tion it  may  have  bo  make  when  the  renewal 
of  business  relations  becomes  possible.  The 
fact  remains  that  neither  at  Genoa  nor 
Geneva  have  co-operative  interests  been 
recognised  in  tlie  constitution  of  the  Coun- 
cils or  Committees.  It  is  also  true  that  the 
British  representative  on  the  Economic 
Commission  at  Genoa  opposed  a recommen- 
datjon-to  use  the  services  of  tlie  co-operative 
organisation  on  “the  grouigl  “ that  co-opera- 
tion did  not  need  special  encouragement,  and 
that  such  encouragement  might  be 
dangerous.” 


DIAMOND  JUBILEE. 

LEEDS  SOCIETY'S  75th  BIRTHDAY. 

“THIS  NOBLE  ENTERPRISE.’’ 

Tue  reason  why  co-operative  societies 
came  to  be  formed  is  well  illustrated  in 
tlie  case  of  the  Leeds  Society,  which  is  this 
week  celebrating  its  seventy-fifth  birthday., 
The  price  of  flour  in  1847  was  exorbitant, 
and  caused  " much  trouble  and  sorrow  ” in 
working-class  households. 

A number  of  workpeople,  putting  on 
thinking  caps,  decided  to  form  a co-opera- 
tive association,  in  the  hope  that  it  would 
‘‘preserve5’  them  from  “the  invasions  of 
covetous  and  merciless  men  in  the  future.” 
A striking  manifesto  was  issued  appealing 
' for  1,000  members  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  “this  noble  enterprise.” 

The  organisation  was  called  the  Holbeck 
Anti-Corn  Mill  Association,  and  it  quickly 
justified  its  existence.  Private  millers 
reduced  their  prices,  and,  so  far  as  the 
borough  was  concerned,  adulterations 
ceased. 

To-day,  the  directors  of  the  Leeds  Society, 
by  way  of  celebrating  the  society’s  seventy- 
fifth  birthday,  are  appealing  for  100,000 
members,  and  the  reason  is  the  same  as  in 
1847 — “ to  carry  on  this  noble  enterprise.” 
They  have  our  best  wishes. 

An  exhibition  of  the  society’s  own  pro- 
ductions is  also  being  held  in  the  People’s 
Hall  this  week.  It  is  a wonderful  display, 
and  has  attracted  a vast  crowd  of  people. 

The  society’s  progress  "si  nee  1847  may  be 
seen  at  a glance  from  the  following 
figures: — 

Members.  Sales.  Share  Cap. 
At  the  end  of  £ £ 

25  years  -6,756  140,168  34,159 

50  years  39,143  1,124,094  502,679 

75  years  90,937  '3,940,307  1,420,452 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

The  new  secretary  of  the  North-Western 
Section  of  the  Co-operative  Union  (Mr. 
Frank  Jones)  comes  from  a well-known 
Failsworth  co-operative  family.  His  mother 
was  at  one  time  president  of  tlie  Failsworth 
Women’s  Guild,  and  assisted  in  the  forma- 
tion of  other  branches  iu  the  district; 
whilst  bis  father  was  a loyal  member  of  the 
Failsworth  Society  for  nearly  fifty  years. 
The  co-operative  seed  thus  planted  in  his 
mind  in  youth  was  developed  by  several 
years’  association  as  correspondence  clerk 
with  the  late  Mr.  J.  C.  Gray.  Apart  from 
a break  of  foqr-and-a-half  years,  when  he 
was  on  service  with  the  East  Lancashire 
Division  in  Egypt,  Gallipoli,  Sinai,  and  the 
Western  Front,  Mr.  Jones  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  Co-operative  Union  staff  con- 
tinuously since  1905.  , 

A few  weeks  ago  I wrote  a paragraph  for 
this  column  congratulating  the  “ Daily  Mail  ” 
upon  having  recognised  that  it  could  improve 
its  appearance  by  imitating  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” type.  The  Dartford  Men’s  Guild  have 
solemnly  and  unanimously  passed  a resolution 
protesting  against  my  paragraph  as  a voluntary 
advertisement  of  the  “ Daily  Mail,”  and  inti- 
mating that  if  we  want  to  boom  any  paper 
it  should  be  the  “ Daily  Herald.”  I thought 
it  was  only  Punch’s  traditional  Scotsman  who 
required  a surgical  operation  before  his  sense 
of  humour  functioned. 

I like  the  frankness  of  the  Dartford  guilds- 
men,  however.  Another  communication  came 
to  hand  last  week  making  rude  remarks  about 
one  feature  of  the  “ News  ” and  impugning  its 
truthfulness.  The  writer  gave  no  clue  to  his 
identity,  and  so,  I presume,  he  had  the  good 
pace  to  be  ashamed  of  himself. 

Under  the  heading  of  “ A Real  Man  with  a 
Duster,”  the  London”  Evening  News”  on  Satur 
day  published  an  article  dealing  with  Mr.  Geo. 
Aleock’s  new  book,  “ Fifty  Yearn  of  Railway 
Trade  Unionism,”  which  was  recently  reviewed 
w these  columns.  Why  not  have  stuck  to  the 
rCf»l  title  of  a famous  book — “ The  Gentleman 
"dh  a Duster.”  All  who  have  been  associated 
"fill  Mi-.  Alcock  in  trade  union  and  co-operative 
'vorlc  will  agree  that  he  richly  deserves  this 
dcicription.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Alcock  is  shortly  retiring  from  his, 
WnpYymcnt  at  the  C.W.S.  headquarters  at 
pnian-strect,  after  about  twenty-six  years’ 
faithful  service.  His  many  friends  will  join 
111  "’Idling  him  a long  spoil  'of  leisured  retire- 
after  hi?  arduous  work  in  the  unthankful 
tyl-  of  acekingto  servo  Lis  fellow  men.  With 
,ls  Lours  if  cave  pc^ibly  Mr.  Alcock  can  bo 
• Educed  to  write  hia  reminiscences,  which 


would  furnish  a valuable  companion  volume 
to  the  N.U.R.  history. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  congratulations  of  colleagues  and 
friends  alike  are  with  Mr.  W.  Swindlehurst, 
of  the  Central  Board,  who  has  just  com- 
pleted the  interesting  record  of  51  years  of 
continuous  service  in  one  employ  as  well  as 
35  years  as  a member  of  the  board  of  manage- 
ment of  the  Barrow  Society. 

Cruets  as  wedding  presents  seem  to  have 
gone  out  of  fashion,  judging  from  the  ex- 
perience of  a member  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  staff.  Out ‘of  110  presents  he  only 
received  one  cruet,  but  to  make  up  for  this 
apparent  lapse  bis  admirers  sent  along  nine 
butter  dishes.  They  have  also  fitted  him  up 
as  a present-day  Lazarus  by  providing  him 
with  four  crumb  trays  and  brushes. 

The  co-operators  of  Eccles  have  got  the  right 
spirit.  With  “ determination  and  optimism  ” 
they  are  now  contesting  Patrieroft  Ward  for 
the  third  time.  “ Our  objects  are  all-em- 
bracing,” they  claim,  “ for  the  principles  wo 
stand  for  are  in  the  general  interest  of  the 
community.”  The  candidate  is  Mr.  Ellis 
Smith,  whose  excellent  qualifications  are 
enumerated  “ in  addition  to  being  a close 
student  of  the  ‘ Millgate  Monthly  ’ and  the 


‘ Co-operative  News.’  ” Other  candidates  for. 
public  office  please  copy  ! 


For  onco  John  Bull  ” is  in  agreement 
with  co-operators.  Our  contemporary  sup- 
ports the  action  of  the  Birmingham  Co-opera- 
tive Society  which  has  made  a “protest  against 
the  Stipendiary’s  Court  beings  cleared  when 
prisoners  are  charged  with  political  offences. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Williams  (of  the  Musicians’ 
Union)  has  been  elected  the  new  chairman  of 
the  General  Council  of  the  - Trade  Unions 
Congress,  and,  ipso  facto,  president  of  the  next 
year’s  Congress.'  There  was  a fairly  general 
expectation  that  Miss  Margaret  Bondfield 
would  have  been  chosen,  especially  as  the 
Co-operative  Union  led  the  way  last  year  by 
the  selection  of  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  for  the 
chair  of  the  Co-operative  Congress ; but  the 
expectation  did  not  reach  fruition. 

“ Here  is  the  politician  whose  remaining 
energies  were  to  be  given  to  the  eauso  of  peace 
beating  up  the  country,  the  Dominions,  and 
any  scraps  of  belligerency  left  alive  in  the  lesser 
European  Powers,  for  a fight  in  which  no  British 
interest  was  involved,  and  no  moral  or  political 
gain  could  be  established.  Not  a soul  outside 
the  Downing-strcet  circle  was  consulted. 
Neither  Parliament  nor  public  opinion  was 
invoked.  I say  such  conduct  is  an  outrage 
on  ' humanity.” — “ A Wayfarer,”  in  the 
l “ Nation.” 


P.M.’b  latest  venture  lias  gonc-to  show  the  need  of  a Co-operative  Press. 


FROM  OUR  POST-BAG. 


[To  the’  Editor,  “ Co-opekative  News.”] 

The  Flower  Show. 

Sir, — In  the  “News”  it  was  suggested 
that  a national  show  be  held  in  connection) 
with  the  seeds  department  of  the  C.W.S. , 
so  as  to  make  them  more  known. 

I think  the  best  way  is  for  societies  either 
to  offer  prizes  at  the  local  shows  or  to  mil 
one  on  their  own.  The  cost  of  exhibiting 
would  exclude  most  members  of  co-opera- 
tive societies,  and  it  would  also  lose  the 
local  interest. 

The  Leicester  Society  offered  prizes  at  the 
local  show,  with  the  result  that  the  sales  of 
seeds  were  doubled  and  fifty  tons  of  seed 
potatoes  were  sold.  Many  prizes  weie  won, 
including  a silver  cup  in  open  competition. 
The  committee  have  decided  to  lepeat  the 
offer  of  prize  money,  and  we  hope  that  the 
seed  department  will  see  their  way  to  -ex- 
hibit at  some  of  the  large  shows. — Yours. 
Ac.,  J.  M. 

Leicester. 

The  Question  of  politics. 

Sir, — It  is  very  deplorable  that  a man  like 
Mr.  Greening  cannot  or  will  net  recoguise 
that  the  persons  responsible  for  the  innova- 
tion of  rest  rooms,  ^gsy  chair®,  couches, 
writing  rooms.  Ac.,  in  competitive  business 
have  already  seen  to  it  that  a small  army, 
represent  them  in  the  House  of  Legislation. 

May  I add  that  some  have  been  amazed 
at  tlie  editor’s  seeming  tenderness  for  Mr. 
Greening’s  opinion.  Let  us  hope  this  bns 
been  out  of  respect  to  Mr.  Greening’s  ago 
and  past  work  for  the  movement. — Yours, 
Ac..  A.  E.  Corrib. 

Coventry. 


Advertising. 

Sin, — Mr.  Girdwood's  article  is  a useful 
contribution  to  the  controversy  on  adver- 
tising: but  his  acknowledgment  of  the  fact 
that  “ demand  was  greater  than  the  sup- 
ply ” is  a contradiction  of  his  other  state- 
ment that  “ the  advertising  that  has  been 
done  by  the  Wholesale  has  been  more  or  less 
a failure.”  . ..  , 

Many  of  his  points  have  been  anticipated 
in  a paper  wliieh  has  been  written  in  con- 
nection with  the  trade  campaign,  and  which 
will  shortly  be  published. — Yours  faithfully, 
C’.W.S.  Publicity  Department. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Annie  Dextus.— The  “ rules  hill  dow  n by 
the  co-operative  movement,  their  policy, 
and  their  relation  to  the  Labour  move- 
ment!” We  have  to  give  up  trying  to  tell 
YOU  all  about  it -in  cue  Issue  of  the  “ News.’ 
Procure  the  Survey  Committee's  icpost 
from  the  Cc-operatitf?  Union.  Read  the 
official  reports  of  the  Congresses  at  Swansea 
aii,!  si, r e ; and  rc.nl  the  ” News,  ■ regularly. 

Patriotic.— We  prefer  to  he  frank  in  time 
to  save.  Our  view.?  on  the  situate  n wove 
upheld  by  the  progressive  week-end  reviews 
in  tb-ii  laments  on  rim  war  menaco.- 


Jc 


dul; 
muk 


;v  Citizen. — We  think  yrfu-  are  wrong 
wing  that  the  citizens  m us support  t ho 
n,mei:t  in  the  circumstances.  . 1 ha 
of  tlie  citizens  in  a democracy  is  to 
tin-  Government  do  what  the  citizens 


want  done. 

[Othor  letters  will  ba  found  on  pa28  14]. 
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MEDICAL^REPLIES. 

rCORHESPOXDRSi9  ore  r-fiui’sti'd  to  writ*  In  Ink,  on 
erii  HJe  of  tlie  poper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  t-lnting 
ago.  sox,  occupation,  ..nd  symptoms,  using  distinctive 

i.oros  do-plume  ” or  Initials,  but  also  giving  real 
rsmcM  nn.l  addresses  ns  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
corditions  or  c.-.s-  s requiring  to  be  seen  can  bo  con. 
sirierrd.  Address.  " Tlio  Doctor,”  ” Co-operative  News,  - 
l.oii,.  Militate,  Mncclicater.) 

“Footbai,lf.«.” — I would  suggest  wear- 
ing an  elastic  knee-cap. 

“ S.  D.  S.” — Don’t  worry,  nor  fear  any 
detriment  to  marriage. 

“ 2 Zero.” — Continue  the  diet  detailed  in 
your  letter,  and  take  the  medicine  recom- 
mended for  “ Employee.’’  Thanks  for  your 
good  opinion  of  our  Medical  Column. 

“ Youkik.”— Consult  a good  surgeon,  and 
take  his  advice  as  to  the  advisability  ot 
circumcision.  Thanks  for  good  opinion  and 
good  wishes  for  success  of  our  Medical 
Column. 

“ Domestic. ” — The  condition  referred  to 
is  nothing  to  be  anxious  about,  nor  can  any- 
thing special  bo  done  to  alter  it,  except 
that  of  getting  used  to  it  by  training  and 
custom. 

“ M.  S.” — The  “ strain  on  the  abdomen  ” 
is  incfo  likely  to  be  a rupture  than  a 
strained  artery,  and  this  will  show  itself 
as  a small  lump  in  the  groin,  which  any 
doctor  could  easily  diagnose  and  treat,  and 
might  require  a truss. 

“ Ex-Serviceman-.” — It  is  now  seriously 
contended  that  quinine  is  not  the  “ sine 
qua  non”  it  was  formerly  believed  to  be  in 
malaria,  seme  medical  authorities  declaring 
that  the  disease  is  just  as  effectively  treated 
without  quinine  as  with  it. 

“Nkwstead.” — Take  this  mixture:  — 
Tincture  of  hyoscyamus,  1)  drachms;  liquor 
pot-assn?,  1 drachm ; tincture  of  mix 
vomica,  2 drachms;  emulsion  of  chloroform, 
2 drachms.  One  tablespoon ful  three  times 
a day,  and  drink  plenty  of  barley  water  and 
milk.  / 

“ Oi.n  Age.” — The  itching  you  describe 
may  ha  due  to  diabetes— or  niger  in  t!:e  urine 
— and  can  only  be  determined  after  an  ex- 
amination cf  the  urine.  For  the  constipa- 
tion, take  coarse  foods,  fresh  fruit,  and 
green  vegetables,  and  stop  taking  the  pills. 

“ Ted." — There  is  nothing  to  worry 
about  as  yet:  things  will  probably  right 
themselves  in  time.  If  not.  in  a year  or 
two  take  the  boy  to  a good  surgeon  for 
examinatioaVmd  advice.  Thanks  for  your 
commendation  of  our  Medical  Replies  as 
“ straight.” 

Loose  Cartilage  in  the  Knee  (“  W.  B.”). 
—I  quite. agree  with  your  elector  that  tlio 
only  effective  treatment  of  this  condition  is 
by  operation,  in  a hospital  and  by  an  experi- 
enced -surgeon.  It  is  a serious  operation, 
an  1 requires  special  skill  and  special 
' conditions. 

A.  1*.  A.— Any  good  chemist  can  supply 
you  with  a “ simple  dye  ftr  the  hair.”  But, 
of  course,  there  will  be  no  permanence  in 
tho  resulting  odour — as  the  hair  grows,  the 
row  growth  will  1m?  the  same  colour  ns  the 
eld,  and  will  require  regular  renewal,  ns  nd 
dye  is  permanent,  and  many  of  them  are  far 
from  being  “ harmless.” 

“ f>V\N.” — If  on  examination  by  a doc- 
tor the  heart  is  found  free  from  organic 
disease,  the  thumping  which  is  heard  in 
your  cars  when  in  bed  is  of  no  special  con- 
sequence. and  may  be  prevented  by  a change 
of  position.  The  best  is  that  of  lying  on 
the  right  side,  with  the  head  slightly  raised 
on  the  pillow. 

“ Employee.” — Here  is  a prescription 
which  1 think  will  do  you  good: — Powdered 
Turkey  rhubarb.  1 drachm;  carbonate  of 
magnesia,  1 drachm;  carbonate  of  soda,  2 
drachms;  tincture  of  ginger,  2 drachms; 
spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms*  infusion 
of  gentian  to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoonful 
three  times  a day. 

“ M.  P.  R.” — “ OznpnA  ” Is  your  trouble-- 
offensive  discharge  from  the  nostrils  and 
other  symptoms — which  is  apt  to  be  very 
difficult  to  “ cure,”  the  treatment  being 
bv  means  of  douching  such  a liquid  as 
glycerine  of  thymol  through  a glass  nasal 
irrigator  two  or  three  times  a day,  and 
taking  such  a mixture  as  this Compound 
tincture  of  rhubarb.  2 drachms;  tincture  of 
mix  vomica,  2 drachms;  tincture  of  ginger, 
2 drachms;  emulsion  of  chloroform  to  8 
ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three  times  a 
day.  ~ 

“ Forward.” — (1)  Massage  of  the  abdo- 
men should  be  done  from  right  to  left,  com- 
mencing over  the  right  groin,  going  up  the 
right  side,  across  the  stomach,  and  down 
Die  left  side,  the  direction  being  the  same 
as  the  hands  of  tile  clock.  (2)  Dizziness 
and  noises  in  tlio  head  are  apt  to  he  rather 
troublesome  to  “ cure.”  (3)  For  the  heart, 
the  best  position  -is  sleeping  on  the  right 
side,  with  the  head  slightly  raised  on  the 
pillow.  Congratulations  upon  your  good 
health  and  active  service  for  sixty-nine 
years. 

“Phone”  (third  reply).— It  is  good  to 
know  that  cur  ndvi<£  in  tlfe~tuo  previous 
cases  has  been  -o  bdpful.  In  the  present 
<»ls  * indigestion  seems  to  be  the  came  . f ill.- 
troubl  *,  and  the  treat  meat  is  by  abstinence 
from  the  articles  you  enumerate  ns  causing 
trouble;  Bef  hum,  eggs,  nastiy,  and 
oatmeal.  An  old  proverb  .-ays  that  “ A man 
- or  a woman— is  either  a fool  < r a physician 
at  forty  yeans  ul  age,”  which  dees  not  mean 
that  lie  or  she  is  then  c rmpetqnt  to  practice 
as  a doctor  for  other  people,’  hut  that  by 
forty  years  of  agcraii  individual' should  know 
l.y  exponent*  what  agrees  and  docs  not 
agree  with  bun  or  hey.  If  not,  then  ho  or, 
fhe  is  a fcol  for  not  learning;  a'nj  .mother1 
proverb  rays  that  “ Experience  toadies  fool’s 
wisdom  ’ — or  should  do  so. 


BINDING  NATIONS  TOGETHER. 

FORGING  A LINK  THROUGH  INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATIVE  TRADING. 


SETTLING  THE  MOVEMENT’S  POLICY. 


What  is  to  be  the  movement's  "policy 
with  regard  to  international  relations  and 
fra  do? 

The  question  was  discussed  at  a meeting 
of  the  Central  Board  held  at  the  Union 
offices,  Manchester,  on  Saturday.  Mr,  W. 
R.  Rao  (chairman  of  the  board)  presided. 
Ho  suggested  an  hour  for  the  discussion 
of  the  subject,  but  it  went  on  for  an  liour- 
and-a-half. 

' A subject  of  supreme  importance,  said 
Alderman  F.  Hayward,  in  introducing  it. 
If  co-operation  is  to  carry  out  tlie  ideals 
which  all  of  us  have,  it  must  of  necessity 
become  international.  To  that  end  we  hare 
developed  a system  of  fraternal  delegations 
between  various  countries,  and  at  confer- 
ences we  have  talked  of  international 
solidarity  and  the  common  brotherhood  of 
nations.  Such  sentiment  should  continue  to 
of  crate  until  it  dominates  not  only  the 
ethical  but  the  economic  side  of  our  inter- 
national relations.  The  second  part  of  our 
programme  .is  international  co-r.p3i*ativo, 
trading.  The  trade  -cf  the  world  is  not  car- 
ried on  with  the  idea  of  serving  the  con- 
sumer, but  of  making  profit.  If  we  are 
going  to  set  up  the  ethical  standard  of  co- 
operation, we  must  eliminate  the  deadly 
facts  of  competitive  trade.  The  breakdown 
of  the  ordinary  channels  of  communication 
between  nations  lias  given  to  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  mi  opportunity  it  has  never 
had  before,  and.  despite  all  difficulties,  it 
should  be  exploited  in  order  to  encourage 
the  building  up  of  an  economic  organisation 
by  which  to  carry  fm  international  co-opera- 
tive trade  among  the  "peoples  of  the  world. 
The  same  "conditions  that  have  been,  fuiiud 
so  successful  in  building  up  national  whole- 
sales must  be  applied  to  building  lip  an 
international  Wholesale;  and  as  a means  to 
that  end  the  international  trading  com- 
mittees first  could  function  as  a bateau  for 
collating  statistics  and  information  in  regard 
to  requirements  and  supply  possibilities  of 
the  various  countries.  “ It  must  not  be 
done  on  a charity  basis.”  the  alderman  con- 
cluded to  the  general  appreciation.  “It 
must  be  on  an  equitable  basis  as  between 
nation  and  nation.  I am  not  out  to  exploit 
the  English  movement  on  behalf  of  every 
other  country.  What  Lam  asking  is  that 
we  co-operators  of  Great  Britain  shall  put 
ourselves  shoulder  t<o  shpuldec-with  the  co- 
operators  of  every  other  country.”  He 
moved  a comprehensive  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  British  Cooperative  Union 
will  do  all  possible  to  promote  t lie  most  cor- 
dial relationship  with  co-opernters  of  other 
countries,  and  urging  British  societies  to 
take  fullest  advantage  of  direct  trading  with 
co-operative  organisations  overseas  and  join 
the  I.C.A. 

Mr.  Riddle  (Northern  Section)  seconded. 
He  had  felt  for  some  time  that  it  wys  essen- 
tial that  the  Central  Board  should  have 
a mind  of  its  own  and  some  policy  that 
would  encourage  the  men  interested  in  in- 
ternational-matters  to  try  and  find  a way 
to  co-operate  with  the  men  of  goodwill  in 
Europe.  He  believe'd  'that  in  every  country 
in  Europe  there  were  men,  of  goodwill  of 
as  high  a standard  as  those  in  the  British 
movement.  If  that  was  so,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  try  and  find  a link  to  bind  all  to- 
gether in  co-operative  work,  and  inter- 
national development.  The  speeches  made 
by.  the  foreign  representatives  at  -the 
British  Congress  showed  that  they  were 
looking  to  the  British  movement,,  because  of 
its  strength,  to  inaugurate  a movement  of 
mutual  service.  He  suggested  that  the 
basis  of  mutual  service  could  be  estab- 
lished, and  must  be  established,  on  a firm 
looting.  The. first  step  was  to  find  the 
knowledge  necessary  for  this  work,  and  this 
should  be  obtained  from  every’  centre 
where  there  were  co-operative  activities. 
If  they  were  to  develop  the  international 
idea,  it  should  be  developed  on  a sound 
basis,  and  they  should  have  a system  of 
sound  finance.  In  addition,  they  should 
have  men  in  whom  they  could  have  confi- 
dence. They  were  , doing  a little  inter- 
national trade,  and  if  they  were  doing  a 
little,  he  thought,  by  investigation,  they 
could  ascertain  a line  on  which  they  could 
do  a great  deal. 

Mr.  Major  (North-Western  Section)  re- 
marked that,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  the 
International  Alliance  had  made  no  attempt 
to  overcome  the  principal  difficulty.  In 
this  country  we  carried  on  our  co-operative 
trade  on  a basis  of  mutuality,  and  by  a 
process  of  dividend  allocation  and  so  on  at 
the  eiul  of  the  accounting  period,  eliminated 
profit-making.  The  essential  condition  in 
regard  to  international  trading  was  the 
provision  of  some  formula,  akin  to  our  own, 
which  would  result  in  international  trade 
being  purely  mutual  trade. 

A Sound  Basis. 

A question  or  two,  and  then  ’Mr.  A.  W. 
Golightly  (C.W.S.  director), -as  one  who  has 
had  some  little  to  do  with' international  co- 
operative trading.  Two  attempts  had  been 
made  before  in  this  direction,  hut  both 
failed,  said  he;  and  as  they  failed  when 
conditiflu's  ’were  normal,  how  much  more 
difficult  is  the  problem  to-day  with  the 
chaotic  Exchanges.  We  m England 
weathered  preview's  fitoriifs, -^.nd  -wx*  shall 
come  tliroflgh  the1  Wtesent  crisis,  "which 
shows  that  tlie  Rochdale  principle  ts  good, 
and  that  we  are  On  o sound  basis.  The 


same  system,  therefore, ■'•can  be  confidently 
recommended  to  other  countries.  Inter- 
national co-operative  trading  must  be  on  a 
sound  J>a  sis.  The  three  Scandinavian  coun- 
tries are  organised  on  Rochdale  lines,  and 
as  the  exchanges  are  pretty  well  at  par, 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  exchanging  commo- 
dities internationally  among  themselves. 
But  about  their  only  export  is  timber, 
which  is  in  the  hands  of  a powerful  ring, 
and  the  sain;  with  butter.  “ We  wanted 
them  to  supply  us  with  £20.000  of  timber,” 
lie  stated.  “Nobody  would  lie  more  de- 
lighted if  we  could  walk  into  the  Andels 
Bank  and  execute  this  order  for  delivery  at 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal.  But  we  dis- 
covered that  the  co-operative  movement 
there  could  mot  convey  one  single 
toff  of  timber  to  us.”  The  same  thing  ap- 
plies to  Belgium  and  France.  They  have 
no  command  over  the  markets.  “ You  must 
trust  the  people  who  want-  to  work  out  this 
plan  on  a sound  financial  basis,”  he  added. 
“ We  are  elected  by  you,  and  I am  sure  we 
have  difficulties  enough  in  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland  to  risk  more.  I believe 
we  have  got  fairly  established  a good  sys- 
tem of  international  trade.  I am  in  earnest 
to  bring  this  to  fruition.  I have  by  no 
means  a despairing  view.”  To  the  honour 
or  the  old  board  of  the  “ Arcos” — a Rus- 
sian organisation — he  mentioned  that  they 
were  honouring  a debt  for  goods  they  have 
never  received— they  were  captured  by 
Denikin’s  army. 

Mr.  Johnston  (North-Western  Section) 
felt  convinced  that  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  realise  their  ideal  in  regard  to  inter- 
national trade  under  the  present  financial 
system.  The  remedy  was  the  control  of  the 
money  power  bv  the  community. 

Mr.  Agnew  (Scottish  Section)  regretted 
that  during  the  negotiations' going  on  with 
other  countries  it  had  been  Apparent  that 
there  had  been  some  division  cf  opinion  in 
ibis  country.  If  there  was  to  be  any  chance 
of  success  in  the  negotiations,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  a policy  and  agreement 
on  that  policy. 

Guildswomen’s  Views. 

Miss  Enfield  (secretary,  Women's  Co- 
operative Guild)  said  the  Guild  had  always 
looked  on  this  problem,  -in  the  main,  from 
the  point  of  view  of  its  effect  on  co-operative 
development  os  a whole.  She  thought  the 
only  difference  between  these  who  took  one 
view  and  those  who  took  another  on  this 
question  was  as  to  what  constituted  a sound 
financial  basis.  They  appreciated  the  diffi- 
culties, and  they  did  uot  deprecate  what  was 
being  done;  but  they  wanted  to  see  an 
attempt  to  systematise  the  efforts  being 
made  and  to  get  these  isolated  efforts  into 
one. concentrated  scheme.  “In  our  opinion 
the  power  icf  the  co-operative  movement 
during  the  next  generation  is  going  to  he 
limited  by  the  extent  to  which  it  can  com- 
mand control  of  the  imports  of  this  coun- 
try.” she  said.  “ Foreign  trade  is  going  to 
dominate  the  whole  situation.  I think  the 
war-time  experience  does  ©hew  that  those 
who  control  imports  do  in  fact  control  wages 
and  prices  and  profits  right  through  the 
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country.  Mr.  Golightly  has  instanced  the 
difficulty  because  of  the  rings  governing  tlio 
impnrt  trade.  Before  the  present  economic 
situation  has  led  to  still  further  develop- 
ments of  lings  and  combines  in  foreign 
trade,  we  should  take  this  opportunity  of 
setting  up,  or  at  any  rate  attempting  to  set 
up,  our  own  international  organisation, 
which  shall  free  us  from  dependence  upon 
these  international  rings.” 

“ Largely  in  the  Dark.” 

Our  movement,  according  to  Mr. 
Millerchip,  is  largely  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
real  possibilities  of  international  co-opera- 
tive trading.  If  we  have  to'wait — as  we  are 
told — until  such  time  as  tlioi movements  in 
other  countries  develop  on  tlie  same  lines  as 
ours,  well,  we  shall  have  to  wait  a long 
time.  “ We  have  had  this  controversy — ona 
side  tells  us  that  nothing  is  jjeing  done ; the 
other,  that  everything  is  being  done  that  can 
be  done.  We  want  to  know  what  is  being 
done.  The  I.C.A.  and  the  International 
Trading  Committee  should  go  into  the  whole 
question  and  submit  a report  that  could  go 
to  the  whole  movement." 

The  time  has  undoubtedly  arrived  when 
the  British  movement,  as  a whole,  should 
arrive  at  a considered  judgment  cm  this 
supneme.  issue,  was  the  view,  of  Mr.  J.  J. 
Worley,  of  tlio  Co-operative  Productive 
Federation.  There  are  two  points.—  the 
ultimate  and  the  immediate.  The  ultimate 
is  the  International  C.W.S.  It'  may  he  said 
that  the  English  C.W.S.  and  the  Inter- 
national Trading  Committee  are  acting  upon 
what  was  laid  down  in  the  Swedish  memoran- 
dum, hut  the  work  lias  been  done  by  the 
Wholesale  Society,  whereas  the  suggestion 
of  .the  Swedes  is  that  the  .work  should  he 
done  through  tin  International  body,  which 
was- fundamentally  different,  because  the 
personnel  of  the  international  body  would  be 


responsible'  to  the  international  h,w 
they  would  not  have  paramount  the  inu.!!l!J 
of  u national  body.  The  people 
on  such.  lines  would  be  doing  2 hT"" 
international  standpoint.  The  second  * a'1 
is  the  important  one  of  the  restoration! 
the  economic  life  of  Europe  whirl,  of 
OKtremely  difficult.  1 ’ ™h  «« 

Setting  Up  a Standard. 

Mr.  H J.  M»v  (secretary , [uternatfew 
Co-operative  Alliance)  afraid  ),0  ...  . 
going  to  disappoint  his  hearers,  because  1,1 
was  uot  going  to  follow  Mr.  Golightlv  0rth! 
discussion  generally,  as  lie  th ought 'it 
entirely  beside  the  point.  lh«  fum-tinn 
of  that  meeting  was  to  lay  a,” 
clearly  and  definitely,  so  clu.t  ,» 
would  he  a guide  for  boards  of  ^.j' 
ties  a statement  that  the  principles  „f  h,' 
Rochdale  Pioneers  could  be  applied  to  inter- 
national co-operation  and  international 
relations.  If  they  .would  do  that  they  would 
have  something  to  test  tlie  actions'  0f  the 
Wholesale  Society  by.  They  would  have  sot 
up  a standard.  Tlio  one  orueinl  question 
that  had  fcv-en  put  that  morning,  iin<i  a 
touched  the  rcot  of  the  matter,  was  put  hv 
Mr.  Major.  Be  argued  that  the  practice  in 
this  country  was  to  establish  oo-o|x?r:itj«,n  ()n 
mutual  lines,  but  so  tanas  lie  knew  inter- 
national trade  had  not  been  done  on  mutual 
lines.  The  resolution  didnot  insist  tint  g 
should  bo  done  on  those  lines,  ami  that  wns 
its  weakness.  If  they  would  establish  their 
policy,  without  entering  into  methods  or 
controversies,  they  would  be  doing  great 
service  to  international  co-operation*  p 
had  been  suggested  that  a necessary  basis 
was  confidence  between  the  co-operative 
organisations  of  Europe.  That  was  abso- 
lutely true,  but  he  thought  it  was  almost 
criminal  that  the  propaganda  used  durin- 
the  past  year  icn  this  question  hail  tended 
to  promote  the  impression  that  the  crgani.a. 
tions  on  the  Continent  were  tot  worthy 'of 
trust;  Leslie  Urquhart  had  just  come  back 
from  Russia,  having  ntdiieved  the  greatest 
commercial  deal  that  had  been  achieved  in 
this  country  since  before  the  war.  s0  far  as 
international  trade  was  concerned.  In  ibis 
great  commercial  deal  Leslie  Urquhart,  in 
common  with  the  Government,  had  had  to 
depend  upon  co-operative  organisations 
Mr.  May  contended  that  the  co-opera- 
tive societies  in  Europe  under  [.resent 
conditions,  presented  the  greatest,  soundest, 
commercial  credit  of  any  existing  commer- 
cial organisation.  “ If  we,  as  'fellow  co- 
operators,  link  up  with  them,  and  ran  not 
begin  with  a presumption  cf  faith  and 
common  honesty,  and  cannot  sit  down  round 
a table  and  work  out  a scheme,  we  had 
better  giv?  up  the  game.”  lie  lemuked. 

C.W.S.  Difficulties. 

“ I give  place  to  no  ono  in  this  room  or 
outside  in  my  admiration  of  the  ideals  of 
the  co-operative  movement  and  in  my  at- 
tempts to  employ  them,"  was  the  opening 
observation  of  Mr.  A.  Varley,  another 
C.W.S.  director.  First  of  all,  he  remarked 
with  regard  to  the  Russian  trading  conces- 
sion to  Mr.  Urquhart,  thafc-that  gentleman 
has  only  succeeded  in  getting  hack  some- 
thing that  belonged  to  them  before  the 
revolution.  One  of  the  difficulties  the 
C.W.S.  have  come  across . in  regard  to 
international  trading  is  to  know  who’s  who, 
ho  said;  especially  has  this  been  so  in  re- 
gard to  the  Russian  movement.  Mr.  Varley 
went  on  to  tell  of’liis  experiences  dunning 
the  movements  of  Bulgaria,  Rouuiania.  and 
Poland  for  debts. 

Mr.  Hayward  briefly  wound  up  the  dis- 
cussion, after  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 


MR.  .E.  O.  GREENING. 

The  co-operators  of  Great  Britain  are  to 
lie  given  the  opportunity  shortly  i f showing 
their  appreciation  of  the  life'and  work  of  the 
Grand  Old  Man  of  the  Movement,  Mr. 
Edward  Owen  Gi-eening,  who  is  about  at  the 
end  of  the  fund  got  together  some  years  ag° 
for  his  benefit. 

Tlie  matter  was  mentioned  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Central  Board  on  Saturday,  when 
complimentary  comments  were  made  on  the 
wonderful  vitality  and  activity  of  the 
veteran,  who,  despite  his  eighty-six  years, 
mail/agos  to  get  through  a remark  able 
amount  of  work  for  the  cause  to  which  he 
has  devoted  his  life. 

It  was  decided  to  circularise  societies  for 
their  help,  and  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the 
purchase  of  an  annuity.  It  is  hoped  tlmt  a 
good  response  will  be  made  to  the  Union  s 
appeal. 


CO-OPERATIVE  ATHLETIC  CLUBS. 

Secretaries  or  captains  of  co-opera tiy« 
athletic  clubs  are  invited  to  send  their 
winter  programmes  to  the  Editor, 
“ Co-operative  News,”  Long  Mil!g:|tc, 
Manchester. 


POPULARISING  THE  ESSAY. 

Readers  who  take  delight  in  the  essay 
trill  be  Klac!  to  know  tlB.t  Mr.  Krn.-t  11 W? 
lias  collected  in  five  volumes,  to  be  publi-  > 
shortly  by  Messrs.  J.  M.  Dent,  a 
number  of  representative  essays  pnhn.-  'O' 
between  1870  and  1920.  The  pn.'>'r' 
roughly  arranged  in  chronological  aider  ft1 
show  the  gradual  change  in  foim  and  so 
stance  from  the  essay  of  Arnold,  Hut  • 
and  Pater  to  those  of  the  writers  or 
•present  day.  The  collection  is  entitle 

Modern  English  Essays,"  and  each  volum* 
covers  about  ten  years.  The  hooks 
pocket  size,  beautifully  printed  and  P, 
uuced,  and  each  contains  a TIP,n  ,,or. 
portrait  of  great  delicacy.  The  puj ?! It’  . - 
will  be  glad  to  supply  a detailed;  pb'Sspoc 
of  this  unique  collection  on  application. 
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FOR  and_against. 

debate  on  politics 

inside  the  movement. 

[By  Our  London  Correspondent.] 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES 

AND  NEWS. 

[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 


Useful  educational  work  is  being  done 
bv  the  Acton  and  District  Co-operative 
Party.  At  the  monthly  meeting  at  the 
pri0,'y  Schools,  Acton,  on  Wednesday,  last 
week,  a debate  took  place  on  “ The  Co- 
operative Movement  and  Political  Action,” 
ju  which  the  speakers  were  Mr.  S.  Ilees 
(national  organiser  to  the  Co-operative 
Party)  and  Mr.  D.  Martin  (the  Acton 
Liberal  agent).  Alderman  Carter  presided 
over  a good  attemlnnee  of  members. 

Mr.  S.  Bees  led  off  with  half-an-hour’s 
speech,  in  which-  lie  sought  to  justify  the 
action  of  the  co-operative  movement  in 
entering  the  political  arena.  A change  was 
needed  in  their  present  economic  system, 
and  as  co-operators  they  were  seeking  to 
establish  a Co-operative  Commonwealth  in 
substitution  for  the  competitive  system. 
Could  they  conceive  a Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth without  co-operative  politics? 
In  1917  the  Swansea  Congress  decided  that 
the  time  had  arrived  when  the  movement 
should  be  represented  m Parliament,  rather 
than  rely  on  its  rivals  in  trade  legislating 
for  it.  If  this  was  necessary  in  1917,  it 
was  still  more  necessary  in  1922.  Politics 
had  been  defined  as  the  science  and  art  of 
government.  Some  defined  it  as  the  form 
of  government  for  making  laws  to  regulate 
the  relationship  between  one  individual  citi- 
zen and  another,  and  . for  regulating 
industry,  commerce,  and  social  life.  There- 
fore it  was  essential  that  co-operators 
should  have  a direct  share  in  the  making 
of  these  laws.  The  co-operative  movement 
was  the  result  of  had  politics.  Sooner  or 
later  the  co-operative  movement  was  bound 
to  enter  into  politics. 

Proceeding,  Mr.  Bees  gave  details  to 
show  how  the  co-operative  movement  was 
penalised  during  the  war.  The  Government 
refused  the  offer  to  make  use  of  the  Whole- 
sale Societies’  machinery  for  food  control 
and  the  application  for  representation  on 
the  National  Food  Control  Committee  and 
on  the  local  tribunals.  As  regards  supplies, 
co-operative  societies  during  the  war  did 
not  get  the  same  treatment  as  the  multiple 
shops  and  private  traders.  He  also 
alluded  to  the  attacks  on  the  co-operative 
movement  by  the  imposition  of  the  excess 
profits  duty.'  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax, 
and  by  the  new  regulations  for  appointing 
auditors.  The  Government  refused  to  give 
co-operators  representation  oil  the  Post- 
Office  Business  Council  and  the  inter- 
national conference  at  Genoa,  although  the 
Federation  of  British  Industries  which  con- 
trolled the  Government  was  well  repre- 
sented. He  argued  that  it  was  absolutely 
essential  that  the  movement  should  have 
direct  representation  in  Parliament,  with- 
out which  they  could  not  fully  attain  the 
object  they  hail  in  view. 

The  Negative  Side. 


Mr.  D.  Martin,  in  taking  the  negative 
Bide,  said  that,  whilst  politics  was  the  art 
and  science  of  government,  people  were 
always  the  best  governed  who  were 
governed  the  less.  The  whole  political 
struggle  was  in  favour  of  doing  without 
government  as  much  as  possible,  giving  the 
individual  freedom  to  develop  his  own 
affairs.  There  had  been  co-operators  in  the 
past  who  advocated  Parliamentary  action. 
These  were  mainly  people  who  believed  that 
the  State  should  regulate  everything.  They 
were  in  the  main  Socialists  who  believed 
that  everything  ought  to  be  produced  and 
controlled  by  the^State. 

In  describing  tie  co-operative  movement, 
Mr.  Rees,  he  said,  had  omitted  to  speak  of 
its  voluntary  basis.  Voluntary  co-operation 
could  not  exist  side  by  side  with  a Govern- 
ment who  controlled  it,  as  was  seen  in 
Russia.  Direct  representation,  lie  con- 
sidered, was  tied  represen  tat  ion.  The  co- 

operative movement  in  the  past  had  enthu- 
siastic representatives  in  Parliament  with- 
out direct  representation.  These  included 
John  Stuart  Mill,  Walter  Morrison,,  and 
Thomas  Hughes.  A former  Lord  Derby 
and  several  Prime  Ministers  supported  the 
Liovement.  in  addition  to  Lord  Rosebery, 
John  Bright,  Richard  Cobden,  Mr.  Thomas 
hurt,  Mr.  Fred  Maddison,  and  Mr.  Aneurin 
Williams.  Some  of  these  men  had  defended 
the  co-operative  movement  inside  the 
House,  and  had  given  it  their  warm  support 
public  platform^.  -The  co-operative 
Movement  had  many  friends  in  Parliament 
to-day,  even  without  direct  representation. 

Mr.  Martin  dealt  with  the  Odrporation 
Irofits  Tax  debate,  pointing  out  that  the 
opposition  to  the  tax  was  led  by  Mr.  Kidd, 
a Scottish  Unionist  member,  and  was  sup- 
ported by  members  on  both  sides.  Parlia- 
ment, lie  contended,  was  n national  institu- 
tion. A Co-operative  M.P.  would  find  very 
little  to  do  if  he  merely  directly  repre- 
8°nted  the  co-operative  movement.  Direct 
representation  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment was  impossible,  because  no  question 
01  any  kind  was  asked  when  an  intending 
member  joined  a society.  No  declaration 
was  made  as  to  what  that  member  believed 
Politically.  The  inducements  offered  mainly 
Ppeal  to  one's  personal  advantage.  He 
should  like  to  know  on  what  ethical  basis 
mo  Lo-operative  Party  was  based,  and  what 
Political  creed  the  party  subscribed  to.  The 
nol©  programme  of  the  Co-operative 
inc  Wns  nothi."£  more  than  a few  bless- 
rvi-t-0n  80mo  principles  involved  in  political 
LL  » °L,ong  aKo.'  The  party  had  nothing 
“ow  to  offer. 


[Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


Gramtound,  m Cornwall,  is. rich  in  de- 
posits of  pitchblende,  from  which  it  is  expected 
to  secure  ft  supply  of  radium — that,  rare  mineral 
which  has  such  powerful  properties  of  healing. 
In  this  way  Grampound  has  become  famous 
in  the  scientific  world.  There  has  also  within 
the  past  three  years  been  iritroduced  into 
grampound  another  illuminating  force,  the 
knowledge  of  tho  principle  of  the  co-operative 
movement.  Its  effect  has  been  to  awaken 
the  consciousness  of  tho  people  to  its  possi- 
bilities, and  a thriving  co-operative  com- 
munity is  growing  as  a result.  The  prime 
mover  in  this  development  is  Mr.  Bunkum, 
who  migrated  from  Cornwall  into  Lancashire 
over  forty  years  ago,  and,  after  a period  of 
intense  activity  in  co-operative  and  Labour 
circles  in  Nelson,  has  returned  to  his  native 
village  to  spend  tho  eventide  of  life.  His 
experience  of  the  co-operative  movement 
prompted  him  to  explain  its  advantages  to 
the  villagers.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Public  propaganda  was  also  utilised,  and 
the  people  were  invited  to  hear  the  sectional 
organiser  (Mr.  W.  H.  Flowers)  expound  .the 
virtues  of  co-operation.  The  result  was  a 
crowded  meeting,  and  the  starting  by  the  St. 
Austell  Society  of  what  has  proved  to  be  a 
very  successful  delivery  round,  which  bids 
fair  to  demand  the  establishment  of  a branch 
there.  Mr.  Bunkum's  enthusiasm  has  been 
infectious,  and  it' is  mast  refreshing  to  hear  the 
people  discussing  co-operation  with  all  the 
fervour  of  real  pioneers.  This  is  a hopeful 
sign  for  the  future  prosperity  of  democratic 
causes  in  Grampound. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

At  tho  propaganda  meeting  held  at  Bugle 
a collection  on  behalf  of  the  widow  of  a man 
recently  killed  during,  employment  met  with 
a ready  and  favourable  response.  Tho 
people’s  common  kinship  thus  received  recog- 
nition through  the  medium  of  the  movement. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Hinder  (late  assistant  drapery 
manager  to  the  Swindon  Society)  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  the  Yeovil  Society’s 
new  drapery  and  outfitting  department. 
There  is  great  scope  for  an  up-to-date  estab- 
lishment in  Yeovil,  and  we  are  convinced  that 
the  members  will  appreciate  the  provision 
made  for  them  by  the  committee. 

Mi\  B.  Warne  (the  energetic  manager  of 
Bodmin  Society)  has  -recently  passed  through  a 
serious  operation  in  the  infirmary.  We  arc 
glad  to  report  that  he  is  making  satisfactory 
progress,  evidence  of  his  liveliness  being  found 
in  two  illuminating  letters  in  the  Bodmin 
“ Guardian  ” replying  to  a local  critic  of  co- 
operation. t ♦ 

A very  interesting  ceremony  took  place 
recently  at  Yeovil.  Mr.  H.  F.  Pierce,  having 
completed  twenty-one  years’  service  as 
manager  of  the  society,  was  presented  with  a 
handsome  case  of  pipes,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  W.  P.  Ewens  (president),  in  ask- 
ing Mr.  Pierce  to  accept  this  small  token  of 
their  appreciation,  referred  to  the  great  develop- 
ment of  the  society  since  he  became  manager, 
and  to  the  splendid  manlier  in  which  the  tact 
and  ability  of  Mr.  Pierce  had  been  used  to 
ensure  business  succees.  The  happiest  rela- 
tions had  always  existed  between  the  manage- 
ment and  committee,  and  he  trusted  that 
these  would  continue  under  a still  longer 
administration  by  Mr.  Pierce.  Other  members 
of  the  committee  voiced  their  appreciation  ; 
and  in  reply,  Mr.  Pierce  expressed  his  thanks 
for  the  practical  expression  of  their  kindly 
feelings  towards  liim. 

The  action  of  the  St.  Austell  private  traders 
in  excluding  thfe  co-operative  society  from  par- 
ticipating in  the  recent  shopping  week  led  the 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

Each  of  the  champions  had  two  “ rounds  ” 
of  fifteen  minutes  and  ten  minutes,  and  in 
their  subsequent  speeches  the  chief  points 
made  at  the  opening  were  amplified. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Burn  proposed  n vote  of  thanks 
to  the  speakers,  who,  he  said,  had  contri- 
buted to  an  interesting  debate.  He  con- 
gratulated them  on  tho  friendly  spirit  which 
had  been  manifested  throughout  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

This  was  unanimously  passed,  and  a 
similar  compliment  to  the  Chairman,  pro- 

Sosed  by  Mr.  Martin,  niul  seconded  by  Mr. 
.ees,  closed  the  proceedings. 


local  committee  to  take  steps  to  boom  the 
society.  Special  posters  revealing  tho  fact 
that  the  co-operative  shopping  week  was 
every  week  were  issued.  These  also  heralded 
the  various  co-operative  benefits.  Essay 
competitions  were  also  arranged,  and  special 
displays  of  bargain  windows.  Tho  release 
of  a large  number  of  toy  balloons  bearing  the 
name  of  the  society,  some  of  which  had  prize- 
winning numbers  attached,  was  an  advertise- 
ment that  also  proved  very  effective. 

Mr.  Galley  (secretary  of  the  society)  also 
attacked  the  methods  of  the  local  traders' 
committee  in  the  local  press,  and  a controversy 
which  is  all  to  the  good  of  the  movement  is 
every  week  extending  its  protagonists.  A 
series  of  very  successful  meetings  were  or- 
ganised in  the  areas  covered  by  the  -society’s 
activities,  and  at  Bugle,  Grampound,  and 
Nanpoan  enthusiasm  has  been  pronounced. 
The  sectional  organiser  has  been  busy  in  the 
district  during  the  week,  and  the  Co-operative 
Press  Agency  helped  by  sending  over  1,000 
copies  of  “ The  Magic  Basket  ” for  distribu- 
tion. * ♦ ♦ 

The  concert-meeting  held  at  Nanpean  was 
a groat  success.  Mr.  R.  Sleman  made  the  local 
arrangements,  and  provided  a most  efficient 
concert  party.  Mr.  J.  Ii.  Toms  (sectional 
board)  addressed  the  meeting,  and  gave  some 
very  practical  indications  of  the  pathway  to 
success.  Mr.  Galley  also  spoke  to  the  mem- 
bers in  regard  to  the  society’s  affairs,  .and 
^appealed  for  even  more  loyalty. 

The  advent  of  public  libraries  has  to  a great 
extent  made  unnecessary  the  maintenance 
of  the  co-operative  library  and  newsroom, 
except  where  there  is  a co-operative  social 
club.  It  is  essential,  however,  that  vigilance 
be  exerted  to  see  that  co-operative  periodicals 
have  their  place  in  the  municipal  libraries. 
Yeovil  have  solved  this  problem  by  trans- 
ferring their  horary  to  the  towns  of  Sher- 
borne and  Millborne,  where  they  have  branches 
and  where  no  public  library  exists.  In  this 
way  they  are  making  local  headway  and  en- 
larging the  scope  of  real  co-operative  in- 
fluence. 


A CARDIFF  ROMANCE. 


Mr.  E.  W.  Gaskin  and  Miss  Mary  Finch 
were  married  at  St.  Margaret's  Church, 
Roath,  Cardiff,  on  Thursday,  last  week, 
and  our  picture  shows  the  newly-wedded 
couple  leavfng  the  church.  The  bridegroom 
is  the  general  manager  of  the  Cardiff 
Society — a position-  lie  has  occupied  for  over 
four  years;  and  the  bride  was  manageress 
•of  the  Crwvs-road  confectionery  depart- 
ment of  the  same  society. 


At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  New 
Swindon  Society  the  Mayor  of  Swindon 
(Alderman  Reuben  George)  moved  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  carried 
unanimously: — “That  this  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  New  Swindon  Co-operative 
Society  emphatically  protests  against  the 
Government’s  action  in  sending  troops  to 
Constantinople,  and  calls  upon  all  organised, 
labour  to  use  every  effort  to  prevent  a 
declaration  of  war,  and  men,  snips,  and 
munitions  of  war  from  leaving  this  country. 
Further,  it  urges  the  League  of  Nations  to 
use  all  means  at  its  disposal  to  obtain  it 
cessation  of  hostilities  between  Turkov  and 
Greece,  and  a conference  at  which  all 
interested  shall  be  represented.” 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

Arrangements  are  nlreadv  in  progrest 
for  the  celebration  next  March  of  the 
jubilee  of  the  Portsea  Island  Society. 

A deputation  fiom  the  Parliumeutaj-v 
Committee  is  to  wait  on  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  on  Tuesday  next,  with  reference  to 
the  question  of  Boards  of  Guardians  nud 
relief  tickets. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  Co-operative  eiuidi- 
c ij  ^°r  Hillsborough  Division  of  Shef- 
field, is  addressing  a series  of  meetings  in  the 
constituency  on  Friday,  Saturday , and 
Sunday  this  week. 

Mr.  Ralph  Hibberd  (secretary  to  the 
Southern  Sectional  Board)  has  arranged  to 
conduct  a one-dav  school  at  Brighton  in 
connection  with  the  local  society  on  Octoher 
7th,  when  lie  will  deal  with  “ Present-dnv 
Difnculties.” 

.Mr.  Leonard  S.  Woolf  has  consented  to 
give  a paper  on  “ International  Co-opera- 
tive Trading  ” at  a conference  arranged  by 
the  Metropolitan  District  Association  at 
the  C’.W.S.  Assembly  Room,  Leman-street, 
E.,  on  January  27th*. 

“ Present-day  problems  in  the  London 
area”  will  be  dealt  with  by  Mr.  J.  Keen, 
a member  of  the  South  Suburban  Society’s 
committee,  at  a.  conference  arranged  in 
connection  with  the  North  and  South 
Metropolitan  Association  at  the  Co-opera- 
tive Hall,  Bromley,  on  Saturday,  Oct.  14tli. 

At  Stratford  Police  Court  on  Wednesday 
la*>t  week,  John  Wesley  Chapman,  who  had 
been  employed  as  manager  of  tho  London 
Society’s  Barking  branch,  was  sentenced  to 
two  months’  hard  labour  for  stealing  £228 
belonging  to  the  society.  Prisoner,  who 
pleaded  guilty  stated  that  he  had  got  into 
the  hands  of  bookmakers. 

The  London  district  of  the  Notional  Co- 
operative Managers’  Association  ar6 
arranging  a series  of  educational  lectures 
for  the  autumn  and  winter  session.  The 
first  of  the  series  will  be  held  at  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Hall,  Leman-street,  on  October 
11th,  when  Miss  Gladys  A.  Burlton  (direc- 
tor of  education  at  Messrs.  Self  ridge’s)  will 
deliver  an  address  on  “ The-  Education  of 
the  Employee.”  Delegates  are  being  in- 
vited from  societies,  and  it  is  expected  that 
there  will  be  a large  audience  in  view  of 
the  importance  of  the  subject  to  be 
discussed. 

Some  important  conferences  are  to  take 
place  in  the  coming  autumn  and  winter. 
In  conuecton  with  the  Metropolitan  Dis- 
trict Association  one  will  be  held  at 
Bromley  (Kent)  on  October  14th.  when 
Mr.  J.  Keen  (member  of  the  committee  of 
the  South  Suburban  Society) . will  speak  on 
“ Present-day  Problems  in  the  London 
Area.”  In  November,  Mr.  Riddle’s  Con- 
gress paper  will  be  introduced  by  Mr.  R. 
Hibberd,  and  in  December,  Mr.  S,  Foster 
(financial  secretary  of  the  London  Society' 
will  deal  with  present-day  difficulties.  On 
January  7th  the  subject  of  “ International 
Co-operation”  will  be  dealt  with  by  Mr. 
Leonard  S.  Woolf,  and  on  February  24th, 
Mr.  Gordon  (of  the  North- West  London 
Society)  will  speak. 


TRADE  AND  CAPITAL. 

UP-TO-DATE  METHODS  OF 
BUSINESS  NECESSARY. 

MEETING  AT  DORKING. 


The  twentieth  conference  of  the  Surrey  District 
Association  wns  held  at  Dorking,  on  the  invitation  ot 
tho  “ year-old  ” society  there,  on  Saturday,  Septcpnber 
16th,  when  the  large  club  room  of  the  society  was 
filled  to  overllowing  by  n fully  representative  gatlier. 
ing  of  delegates.  Mr.  Best  (chairman  of  the  district 
association)  occupied  the  chair,  in  ihe  unavoidable 
absence  of  the  president  of  Dorking  Society. 

Mr.  Tiller  (secretary  of  the  local  society)  gave  a 
welcome  to  the  delegates. 

Mr.  Pulham  (sectional  board)  introduced  the  jtubjecl 
of  “ Trade  and  Capital,"  which,  he  said,  was  at  the 
present  time  of  all  subjects  the  most  important.  The 
great  need  of  the  co-operative  movement  was  trado 
and  more  trade.  How  could  they  stimulate  trade, 
and  what  could  they  do  to  secure  it  ? Dealing 
with  the  question  of  unemployment  and  its  elfect 
on  co-operative  trade  and  capital,  Mr.  Pulliam  went 
on  fo  say  goods  should  he  sold  as  near  cost  prieo 
as  possible;  expenses  should  be  studied  and  wagea 
adjusted  in  proportion  to  trade;  and  stocks  should  be 
written  down  and  kept  strictly  in  accordance  with 
present-day  values.  - Further,  committees  -should  see 
they  secured  capable  managers  and  buyers,  and  give,, 
them  a free  hand,  and  '11161111)0x5,  us  well  a-s  committees,, 
should  be  made  to  realise  that  the  business*  was  theirs. 
Lastly,  employees  should  he  efficient  co-operators. 
Sentiment  should  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with 
business.  Shops  should  be  bright  , clean,  and  at  Dae. 
tiye,  well  stocked  with  up-to-date  goods  at  up-to-date 
prices.  In  conclusion,  it  was  ogain  emphasised  that, 
capital  would  come  with  increased  trade. 

The  first  question  asked,  was  if  polities  being  takers 
up  by  the  movement  was  detrimental  to  increased 
trade?  This  led  to  a further  inquiry  as  to  how  the 
movement  would  protect  itself  if  politics  were  nol 
discussed  by  societies.  These  were  followed  by  other* 
ns  to  the  proper  percentage  in  regard  to  wages  and 
sales,  the  relution  of  quality  and  price  in  connection 
with  increased  trade,  and  ns  to  the  need  of  mnr* 
time  at  business  meetings  in  order  to  understand  a. 
society’s  business  and  so  increase  trade.  — » 

An  animated  discussion  followed,  in  which  Messrs 
Godfrey  (Cuildford),  Tiller  and  Sandell  (Dorking), 
Ilarditighcuu  (Aldershot).  Cooper  and  Harding  (South 
Suburban).  Mrs.  Reid  (Wimbledon),  Miss  Allen 
(Reignte),  and  others  took  pert. 

Mr.  Pulham  briefly  replied,  and  received  a hearty,, 
vole  of  thanks. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  o?  the  " Women's  Pages,” 
" Co-operative  News  ” Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


NO  MORE  WAR. 


PROTEST  FROM  50,000  MOTHERS  AND  HOUSEWIVES. 


It  is  not  long  since  co-operative  women  wore  well  to  the  fore  in  the  No* 
More-War  demonstrations  held  throughout  the  country,  and  during  the  past 
fortnight  rumours  have  been  busy  with  regard  to  a new  war  in  the  Near  East, 
with  the  result  women  co-operators  have  again  been  up  and  doing,  and  a tele* 
gram  was  sent  last  week  to  the  Prime  Minister  on  behalf  of  the  50,000 
women  co-operators,  stating,  “ The  Central  Committee  of  Women’s  Co-opera- 
tive Guild,  representing  over  50,000  mothers  and  housewives,  expresses 
emphatic  opposition  to  new  war  on  whatever  pretext-,  and,  calls  upon  tho  Gov- 
ernment to  abandon  its  provocative  policy  in  the  Near  East."  During  the 
week-end  Guild  representatives  at  various  conferences  have  also  taken  up  the 
cudgels  and  voiced  their  opposition,  while  individual  co-operators  seen  during 
the  weok-end  round  about  Manchester  have  also  been  emphatic  in  their  pro- 
tests, as  our  " Pages”  this  week  testify. 


TALKING  OF  WAGES. 

CONFLICTING  VIEWS. 

WE  have  many  times  pressed  in  our 
“ Women’s  Pages  ".  for  confidence  be- 
tween committees  of  management  and 
members  of  societies,  especially  the 
women  members,  who  hold  the  chief 
spending  interest  in  our  movement. 

More  particularly  do  we  feel  that  this 
mutual  confidence  can  be  encouraged 
by  the  frequent  social  intercourse  be- 
tween members ; not  so  much  in  the 
way  of  big  concerts  and  meetings, 
where  crowds  come  together  to  hear  a 
settled  programme  of  music  and  ad- 
dresses, but  of  the  smaller  homelier  type 
of  gatherings,  where  a little  pleasant 
music  intersperse  long  intervals  of 
general  conversation. 

There  is  so  much  to  talk  over  in  con- 
nection with  our  movement  just  now. 
What  about  the  wage  scales  pertaining 
to  the  C.W.S.  which  have  been  appearing 
in  the  “ News  ” and  other  co-operative 
publications  lately  ? On  August  26th 
last  the  Co-operative  Press  Agency  gave 
in  the  columns  of  the  "News”  a list 
of  wages  under  one  aspect,  while  a corre- 
spondent last  week  gave  the  same  scale 
under  another  aspect ; and  “ Alpha,” 
on  September  16th  in  his  “ Notes  for 
the  Boardroom,”  draws  attention  to 
some  figures  purporting  to  show  how  4he 
rates  of  wages  per  pound  of  sales  tell 
upon  the  resulting  surplus  available 
for  dividend. 

His  figures  draw  a contrast  between 
a wage  cost  of  iod.  per  pound  of  sales 
in  1897  and  is.  2d.  per  pound  in  1920 — 
the  inference  of  the  paragraph  implying 
that  in  some  way  the  wage  costs  are  too 
high  to-day,  and  that  cutting  down, 
although  “ a thankless  job  and  an  un- 
popular task,”  has  “ got  to  be  done.” 

In  the  monthly  circular  of  the  Labour 
Research  Department  for  September, 
a note  is  made  of  a strong  protest  against 
the  wages  paid  by  the  C.W.S.  under  the 
recent  award  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-ppeiators  to 
junior  workers,  under  the  plea  that  these 
scales  will  be  likely  to  prejudice  other 
workers  in  their  resistance  against  wage 
reductions. 

We  do  not  feel  competent  to  say 
which  of  all  these  conflicting  statements 
is  right,  but  we  do  want  to  know  where 
such  figures  are  leading  us.  Especially 
do  we  want  to  know  whether  we  are  being 
led  back  to  the  bad  old  days,  when 
women's  wages  were  on  a scale  only 
just  removed  from  starvation  point. 

It  is  noted  that  in  every  grade  of  the 
recent  award  the  women  suffer  the 
largest  reductions.  Women  are  falling 
back  in  the  labour  market  more  rapidly 
than  men,  and  it  is  up  to  us  to  watch  the 
process  of  reduction  with  the  very 
closest  attention.  We  should  be  glad 
indeed  to  have  exact  and  understandable 
information  on  such  figures  as  touch  the 
actual  lives  of  those  who  serve  the 
movement.  We  must  not  let  our  sense 
of  responsibility  sleep  in  this  matter, 
or  we  shall  wake  up  to  find  a sorry  state 
of  things  indeed. 


DETERMINED  OPPOSITION. 

No  More  War. — Tho  following  resolution 
has  been  passed  by  members  of  the  Boleyn 
Guild;— ‘‘We  desire  to  express  emphatic 
opposition  to  the  Tiew  wnr,  and  call  upon 
the  Government  to  abandon  its  provocative 
policy  in  the  Near  East.  Furthermore,  wo 
are  determined  to  use  every  moans  in  our 
power  to  prevent  our  husbands  and  90ns 
from  entering  again  into  war.” 

At  the  North  Lancashire  district  confer- 
ence, held  at  Barrow  on  Saturday,  when  100 
delegates  were  present,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  passed  : — “ We  express  emphatic 
opposition  to  the  new  war,  and  call  upon 
the  Government  to  abandon  its  provocative 
policy  in  the  Near  East.” 


AN  UNSPEAKABLE  HORROR. 


Durino  the  last  few  days  women’s  hearts 
have  again  been  wrung.  Somebody's  hus- 
band has  embarked  for  a probable  fighting 
area.  Some  mother’s  son  has  bidden  her 
good-by©  at  the  request  of  a war  lord.  Once 
again  tragedy  and  possible  death  has 
stalked  into  humble 
homes.  Aud  though 
during  the  week-end 
there  were  indications  of 
a peace  settlement  in  the 
Far  East,  yet  there  is  no 
settlement,  and  hearts 
are  heavy  with  dread. 

Powerless,  we  women 
wait  tlie  decisions  of 
those  whoso  only  concern 
seems  that  rf  repression. 

The  so-called  enemies 
are  people  who  contend 
they  are  the  victims  of 
unfair  peace  treaties. 

Their  right  to  live  and 
justice  is  equal  to  that  of 
any  English  or  French- 
man. And  should  war 
break  out,  Asia  and.  Europe  will  be  ablaze 
this  time,  and  civil  populations  will  be  the 
target  for  the  most  damnable  development 
of  science  that  the  world  has  ever  known. 

Coinciding  with  this  unspeakable  honor 
guild  branches  are  now  starting  their  winter 
work,  and,  as  stated  in  tho  introduction,  our 
women  liave  already  spoken  and  protested 
against  the  war,  while  in  ajiother  column  of 
this  week’s  ‘‘  Women’s  Pages  ” will  be  found 
expressions  of  ppposition  from  other  indivi- 
dual women  oo-opecators. 

Whatever  may  be  the  outcome  of  all  this 
political  stir,  it  is  time  we  women  realised 


The  reason  that  wage  figures - are  so 
important  in  the  movement,  is  that  they 
represent  the  contentment,  well-being, 

. and  self-respect  of  a very  large  section 
of  co-operators.  We  have  come  a long 
way  since  1897,  when,  we  are  told, 
wages  were  at  the  rate  of  tenpeuce 
per  pound  of  sales.  We  have  learnt 
since  then  that  wages  are  not  merely 
figures  ou  a slate — a concern  only  in 
the  production  of  dividend.  We  know 
now  that  the  movement  has  a principle 
to  uphold  towards  the  worker,  quite 
apart  from  any  consideration  of  per- 
centages ; and  it  is  our  duty,  as  co- 
operators,  to  see  that  under  every  cir- 
cumstance, and  at  all  times,  our  workers 
enjoy  a living  wage. 

In  this  matter  co-operation  cannot 
fight  competition  with  its  own  weapons, 
even  if,  as  Mrs.  Cottrell  pointed  out  so" 
clearly  at  a South  Yorkshire  guild  con- 
ference last  week,  the  advantages  we 
give  redound  to  our  disadvantage  in 
certain  directions ; and  we  can  only 
give  our  fullest  and  most  loyal  support 
when  we  have  confidence  in  the  eventual 
triumph  of  those  principles  over  all  the 
difficulties  of  these  abnormal  times. 

To  quote  Mrs.  Cottrell  again : (l  Capital, 
production  and  trade  must  make  an 
ever-expanding  circle,  if  we  are  to  pro- 
gress—neither  can  develop  without  the 
other.” 

To  attain  this  complete  development 
we  need  exact  knowledge,  mutual  con- 
fidence, and  faith  in  ourselves,  our 
societies,  and  the  C.W.S. 


CRUSADE  FOR  PEACE. 


that  tlie  world  is  by  no  means  safe  from  a 
great  war  cataclysm,  and  cognisant  of  this 
we  must  pledge  ourselves  never  to  turn^our 
hand  fiom  the  international  endeavours  we 
have  sot  before  us  as  a guild.  Have  we  any 
right  to  spend  time  drinking  cups  of  tea, 
dancing  precious 
moments  away  in  our 
guild  room,  until  we  have 
helped  to  change  the  out- 
look of  our  great  mem- 
bership, and  guided  every 
single  footstep  into  a 
mighty  crusade  for 
eternal  peace.  Other® 
(won’t  do  it  for  us.  As 
women  it  is  our  business 
to  manage.  We  manage 
children,  we  in  a n a g e 
households.  And  we- are 
ready  with  our  long  un- 
recognised ability  of 
managing,  to  help  in  the 
management  of  inter- 
national affairs. 

If  one  nation  is  suffer- 
ing from  grave  injustice,  it  should  have  the 
sympathetic  ear  of  all  who  are  concerned 
with  tlie  progress  of  humanity.  Lcaderslu'p 
in  this  direction  is  essential.  War  never  yet 
settled  a dispute.  Calm  reasoning  is  the 
best  adjudicator.  And  for  sweet  reasonable- 
iiess  statesmen  must  look  to  mothers.  If 
they  will  not  do  so  naturally,  then,  as  one 
woman  co-oporator  said  during  the  week- 
end, it  only  remains  for  women  to  make 
them  listen. 


r‘  Woman's  Outlook  ” for  recipes. 


PROFICIENCY  AND 

PROGRESS. 

The  programme  of  classes  to  be  held 
at  Holyoake  House  during  the  session 
1922-23,  is  now  available.  Classes  begin 
early  in  October,  and  carry  on  till  March, 
1923.  Women  can  take  up  any  of  the 
courses  of  study  arranged  for,  and  in 
addition  special  afternoon  and  evening 
classes  are  arranged  for  women  co- 
operators,  one  class  meeting  before 
Christmas  and  one  after.  This  is  an 
excellent  beginning  for  those  who  want 
to  study  co-operation  and  citizenship, 
and  who  yet  do  not  feel  equal  to  the  more 
acivanced  courses  in  Economics  and 
Citizenship.  It  is  hoped,  of  course, 
that  many  students  in  the  women's 
classes  will  pass  on  to  the  advanced 
studies.  Now  that  women  are  begin- 
ning to  take  their  full  share  of  the  ad- 
ministrative work  of  co-operation,  they 
will  appreciate  the  course  of  six  lectures 
to  be  given  by  Professor  Hall,  covering 
the  constitution  and  administration  of 
retail  distributive  societies  as  they  exist 
to-day.  The  movement  would  be  greatly 
advantaged  if  every  aspirant  committee- 
man or  woman  attended  these  classes  and 
sat  for  examination.  Not  that  certifi- 
cates of  proficiency  in  methods  are  any 
guarantee  of  faith  in  principles  and  en- 
thusiasm }ox  service,  but  a test  of  exact 
knowledge  and  evidence  of  capacity 
such  as  these  classes  provide  would  go 
a great  way  to  ensure  proficiency  and 
power  to  make  progress. 


PRODUCTION  AND  CONSUMPTION. 


WAR  DECLARED  TO-DAY. 


“Woman’s  Outlook” 

In  thii  War  Against  War. 

□ 

Women  Co-operators  and 
“ Woman's  Outlook"  have 
been,  end  are,  the  staunchest 
warriors  in  the  noblo  war- 
lare  for  a Permanent 
Peace. 


THE  LIVING  WAGE. 


We  are  interested  to  see  that  the 
Gloucester  Society,  having  gained  our  per- 
mission, have  published  in  this  month’s 
‘ Record”  the  appreciative  sketch  of 
Mrs.  Prosser  with  her  photograph  which 
appeared  in  tlie  August  issue  of  " Woman's 
Outlook.”  A local  committee  has  been 
formed  to  celebrate  Mrs.  Prosser's  election 
to  tlie  presidency  of  tho  Women’s  Guild, 
about  which  wo  nope  to  hear  more. 


The  development  of  women  should  never 
bo  forgotten  in  dealing  with  tho  importance 
of  consumption,  either  in  theory  or  practieo. 

In  production  man  is  the  main  faotor,  but 
in  consumption  wornaji  is  much  more 
important. 

Nine-tenths  of  the  purchases  are  made  by 
women,  whether  by  wives  of  workers  or  by 
the  wives  of  well-to-do  husbands.  They  are 
the  ones  who  do  the  r shopping.” 


The  part  of  the  man  is  to  produce,  and 
that  of  the  woman  to  spend  the  money  to 
the  best,  advantage,  l.n  other  words,  man 
carries  the  axe,  while  the  woman  carries 
tlie  basket.  Production  and  consumption — 
these  axe  not  only  the  two  poles  of  tho 
©oonomic  world ; they  lire  also  the  two  poles 
of  tlie  household,  which  the  woman  monages. 
— Translated  from  Charles  Gide. 


50,000  WOMEN. 

IF  THEY  REALISED  THEIR 

POWER.  ' ' 

The  100  delegates  to  the  North  Inn 
shire  district  conference,  held  at  H«J  nca* 
Saturday" last,  had  quite  a busy  time 
Mrs.  Pilkington  (district  president)’  S* 
pied  the  chair,  and  Mrs.  Bell  (vice-nrvJi 
of  the  local  Guild  branch)  gave  the  0fe 
welcome.  wclal 

Mrs.  Russell  (sectional  secretary)  e,v. 
address  on  “Married  Women  jn  p-J 
Positions.”  lai(* 

Taking  up  the  discussion,  Mrs.  Griffith. 
(Hawooat)  asked  if  something  could  not ) 
done  re  the  unemployed  St.  Pancras  womp! 
who  had  been  incarcerated  ia  Clavhun! 
Asylum,  and  it  was  agreed  to  send  a 
of  protest.  er 

A Visitor  asked  if  the  employment  nf 
marjied  woman  reduced  wages,  ‘ and  tlm 
speaker  replied:  “No,  not  if  men  and 
women  went  hand  in  hand.  There  must  1m 
a national  minimum  rate  of  pay  for  all  *> 

Mrs.  MTlroj  : What  about  the  men 
have  no  work  to  go  to  ? She  thought  they 
should  have  the  first  consideration.  3 

Mrs.  Allonby  (Ulvorston)  agreed  that 
married  women  should  be  allowed  to  tako 
paid  positions.  It  was  absolutely  necessary 
in  some  cases  if  they  wanted  to  bring  Ud 
their  children  well  aud  give  them  an  oppor. 
tunity  in  life.  What  about  women  M I’ 
she  asked. 

Mr.  Birrli  (Men’s  Guild)  referred  to  the 
Geddes  “axe”  and  the  raising  of  tlie 
school  age,  moving  that  a letter  of  protest 
against  raising  tlie  school  ago  from  five 
years  of  age  «to  six  years  be  sent  to  the 
Director  of  Education. 

Mrs.  Russell  said  the  Peace  Treaty  wi3 
responsible  for  the  unemployment  of  to-day. 
Trade  must  be  opened  up  with  Russia.  If 
women  were  not  to  be  allowed  to  teach  after 
marriage,  girls  would  not  study  for  the  pro- 
fession; and  if  the  50,000  co-operativo 
guildswomen  realised  their  power,  much 
could  be  done  to  alter  the  economic  condi- 
tions. 

Mrs.  Wilkinson  (Ulverston)  did  not  agree 
with  a marriod  woman  going  out  to  work. 

Replying,  Mrs.  Russell  said : Don't,  envy 
the  women  who  have  to  go  out  and  leave 
their  children  to  the  care  of  others. 
Nursery  schools  should  he  instituted,  for 
she  had  been  told  there  was  more  pilfering 
done  by.  children  of  three  years  of  age  than 
at  any  other  age. 

Mrs.  Robson  (Salthouse)  said  Barrow 
was  arranging  a demonstration  against  un- 
employment, the  Geddes  “ axe.”  raising 
the  school  age,  and  reducing  the  feeding  of 
school  children,  and  asked  the  guildswomen 
to  join  in  and  protest. 


LACK  OF  FAITH, 


A One  Day’s  School  was  held  in  the 
South  Metropolitan  district  at  Wimbledon, 
on  the  14th  inst,  on  “ The  Joint  Capital 
Campaign”  and  “Work  of  Local  Joint 
Committees.”  Mrs.  Leighton  (Sectional 
Council  member)  was  the  speaker.  She 
pointed  out  that,  while  in  capitalistic  firms 
profits  went  to  a few,  in  the  co-operative 
movement  the  profits  made  benefited  all  the 
members.  The  press  supplied  unreliable 
information,  the  workers’  side  being  mis- 
represented. Many  members  showed  a lack 
of  faith  in  their  movement  In'  investing 
their  savings  in  the  Post-Office  bank. 
The  speaker  pleaded  loyalty  to  tlie  move- 
ment. If  our  own  productions  were  not  up 
to  their  usual  standard,  members  should 
carry  their  complaints  to  the  proper  quarter 
— the  management  committee. 

Mrs.  Chnlkley  advocated  tlie  London 
Society  forming  a big  drapery  emporium. 

Mrs.  Akerman  thought  some  of  our  own 
productions  might  be  improved.  , 

Mrs.  Gray  thought  that  societies  should 
9tock  articles  made  up  in  small  quantities 
while  there  was  so  much  unemployment. 

A resolution  was  unanimously  passed  tuns 
management  committees  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan societies  should  be  asked  to  help  raJ5e 
the  standard  of  C.W.S.  biscuits. 


“ Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions " was 

discussed  at  the  recent  South  Metropolitan 
district  conference,  held  at  Catford,  when 
Mrs.  Reol  (district  secretary)  introduced  1110 
subject  in  a broad  and  unbiased  manner, 
while  the  dismission  following  centre 
mainly  round  unemployment  and  tlie  0 
question  of  the  mother’s  place  being 
tlie  home. 


A Sew, th  Wales  Presentation.  -Toe  mem- 
bers ortho  Ton  Guild  recently  opened 
jiew  guild  room  in  Llewelyn-street,  lem  ^ 
afterwards  celebrating  tlie  occasion  W 
social  tea  and  pleasant  evening-  An  i"‘ 
esting  feature  of  the  event  was  the  prose  v 
tion  of  a solid  leather  attache  case  to  ‘ j 
secretary,  Mrs.  Smith  (Sectional  Coun 
member),  in  appreciation  of  her 
services  to  the  guild.  Tlie  presentation 
made  by  Mrs.  M.  Jones  and  Mrs.  Sente, 
of  the  oldest  guild  members,  and  SP?, 
wero  contributed  bv  Airs.  Powell  fl'T.  J.i..)' 
and  Mesdames  Pnippen,  Jones  ' *y.m- 
Jones  (Treorcliy),  Price  and  Jones  (G  j 
Mr.  Woods  and  Mr.  E.  Smith  (president 
secretary  of  the  society)  also  addressee  . 
guild  members,  who  are  very  giateful  ■ r 
management  committee  for  tlie  n0D- 

At  the  recent  carnival  and.  trade  d 
stration,  held  in  connection  with  the  , -ire. 
the  Ton  Women's  Guild  gained  first  K 01j 
Their  tableau  represented  “ Intern*  . 
Co-operation.”  Mrs.  Smith  • _ 0f 

secured  first  prize  for  her  represent* 
C.W.S.  Productions. 


Septembkk  30,  192?. 
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WOMEN'S  PACK. 

THE  CALL  OF  THE  YOUNG. 


EDUCATIONAL  committees  and  women  s guilds-is  this 

NOTHING  TO  YOU? 


THE  CLAIMS  OF  “OUR  CIRCLE.” 


Gbey-iieaded  movements  are  fashionable. 
\’ot  that  one  would  belittle  the  wisdom  and 
caution  that  grey  hairs  generally  produce. 
Indeed  we  should  and  must  welcome  wisdom 
and  caution,  but  would  it  not  be  better  for 
any  movement  if  these  two  qualities  were 
mixed  with  that  boundless  hope  and  faith 
which  are  naturally  the  monopoly  of  the 
young?  , , 

The  most  potent  truth  that  our  co-opera- 
tive movement  lias  to  face  is  that  its  success 
rests  on  the  untried, 
untrained  hands  cf  the 
young.  Tl'ey  .J™.  tJ‘° 
pioneers  who  will  either 
damn  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  for  ever 
or  will  bring  it  to  its  full 
fruition.  And  if 


preaci-  .... 

the  Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth lies  the  solu- 
tion of  all  the  world’s 
sorrows — then  we  dare 
not  repress  the  youthful 
element  of  our  movement 
to-day.  How  best  to 
nurture  this  element 
should  be  the  real 
serious  problem  of  every 
healthy  education  com- 
mittee. 

Where  are  our  young 
people?  Are  they  being 
encouraged  to  work  for 
the  movement?  Are  we 
uplifting  them,  uphold- 
ing their  hands  in  the 
difficult  fight  of  life  ? 

■^True,  study  circles  and 
co-operative  classes  have 
been  arranged.  But  these  are  not  enough. 
Thoughts  created  in  the  minds  of  our  juniors 
through  the  classes  are  valueless  unless 
translated  into  actiqn,  for  activity — “To 
Do”— is  the  joy  note  of  youth.  Should  the 
lime  come  when  our  young  people — those 
from  fourteen  to  twenty-one  years  of  age — 
criticise  us  for  the  spare  crumbs  we  have  let 
fall,  the  responsibility  is  ours. 

To-day  the  youth  of  our  movement  is  cry- 
ing out  for  opportunities  to  organise  them- 
selves. They  desire  bo-  run  their  own 
meetings,  to  arrange  their  own  co-operative 
social  life,  excursions,  and  sport  in  their  own 
way.  Nay,  more — they  want  their  bun 
conferences.  All  this  they  ate  doing  in  a 
small  way  through  the  various  Comrades’ 
Circles  established  up  and  down  the  country. 
But  more  requires  doing,  and  as  one  of  the 
most  effective  means  for  advertising  a cause 
lies  in  the  printed  word,  we  venture  to  urge 


th  and  teach  that  in 


HARK! 

THE  PIPES  OF  PAN! 
THE  MUSIC  OF  YOUTH. 


Won't  you  try  ami  catch  it, 
and  become  a " Peter  Pan  ” 
yourself?  You  can,  you 
know,  if  you  read 


“ OUR  CIRCLE.” 

Send  for  a Copy  to  22,  Long 
Millgate,  Manchester. 

The  OCTOBER  issue  celebrates  the  15th 
Birthday  of  " Our  Circle’s  ” existence. 
Just  youth’s  Spring-time,  when  all  help  and 
encouragement  are  most  needed. 

Capture  the  Young  Co-operators 
whose  voices  are  piping 
for  your  help. 


the  claims  of  “Our  Circle’’  before  our 
women  readers,  wherein  they  will  see  for 
themselves  what  the  young  people  are 
actually  doing  through  the  means  of 
Comrades’  Circles. 

Have  any  of  our  readers  seen  some  of  tho 
written  manna  offered  to  the  youth  of  our 
laud?  Crime  is  encouraged;  romance  stalks 
unashamed  and  generally  indecent ; while  the 
ever  conquering  Might  is  most  delectably 
served  up.  Indeed,  it  would  «sem  that  tho 
unwritten,  aim  of  litera- 
ture caterers  is  to  soak 
the  minds  of  the  young 
with  unhealthy  know- 
ledge. Thousands  of 
such  publications  abound, 
and  yet  our  incomparable 
co-operative  ideals  are 
set  forth  in  only  one 
monthly  paper,  “ Our 
Circle,”  not,  of  course, 
forgetting  “ Woman's 
Outlook,”  whore  “Chum 
Charlie”  month  by 
mouth  delights  tho  wee 
tots,  and  could  fill  heaps 
more  pages.  Move  and 
more  literature  is  needed 
and  will  be  forthcoming 
•when  oinr  young  people 
aro  better  organised— to 
guarantee  a necessary 
circulation.  Meanwhile, 
all  honour  to  the  brave 
“ Our  Circle. ” under 
whore  influence  our 
■lyoung  people’s  movement 
has  developed. 

Meanwhile  education 
committees,  and  Men’s 
and  Women’s  Guild  committees,  won’t 
you  .see  to  it  that  your  societies  carry  stocks 
of  “Our  Circles  ” for  the  sake  of  your  own 
joung  people?  And  won’t  you  give  a hand 
to  tbs  organising  of  our  young  people  in 
Comrades'  Circles?  Do  ye  all  know  these 
striking  words 

Night  hath  a thousand  eyes — the  day  but 
one. 

Yet  the  light  of  the  whole  world  dies  at  set 
of  sun. 

The  youth  of  our  movement  is  our  sun.  Its 
glorious  brilliance  and  hope  will  lighten  many 
a darkened  pathway  and  unfasten  many  a 
bolted  doer.  It  is  for  us  to  use  that  sur..  It 
will  increase  our  usefulness.  Tt  will  keep 
ablaze  limitless  pcssibilities.  Shut  it  out 
and  out-  work  is  darkened  and  doomed. 


INTERVIEWS  WITH  CO-OPERATIVE 

WOMEN. 


OUT  FOR  A BLOODLESS  BATTLE. 


ANY  IDEA  OF  WAR  DENOUNCED. 


" We  will  not  allow  our  sons  to  become 
file  puppets  of  blundering  politicians,  and 
If  the  victims  of  chemical  warfare.  Poli- 
ticians must  be  made  to  settle  international 
quarrels  by  arbitration.”  Thus  spoke  one 
woman  co-operator  during  the  week-end. 
" Wo  A I’ 1.1  i . 


but  four  million  co-operators  could  do  much 
to  influence  opinion,  and  co-operators  must 
be  against  war  on  principle.  To  read  in 
the  papers  that  the  Women’s  Co-operative 
Guild  had  sent  a resolution  to  the  Prime 
Minister  strongly  protesting  against  a new 


We  are  out "for  a bloodless  battle.”  she  war  is  very  heartening.  Working  mothers 
“id.  “if  these  rumours  of  war  continue,  dare  not  contemplate  what  anotnei  ' ai 
would  mean. 


which  the  lienten- 
ants  will  be  the  women, 
jyio  will  rally  our  men- 
folk and  inspire  them 
)^*tli  lofty  hopes  and 
jueas.  Ever  since  the 
last  war,”  she  con- 
tinued, “ we  have  not 
only  denounced  war  as 
®n  unnecessary  evil, 
“'it  have  urged  total 

disarmament  by  all 
Nations.' ’ 

‘A  war  rumour 
tould  not  have  come 
“l  J(a  better  time  for 
r,si  remarked  another, 
lor  we  shall  have  the 
en  with  us  this  time, 
?s  they  are  still  suffer- 


WONDERFUL  PATTERNS.  1 


Thank  you,  Mrs. Smith  ( Dukm - 
field),  for  your  opinion  of  our 
pape'  patterns.  “ Asloundir.gly 
Simple  Remarkably  Cheap. 
They  are  Wonderful,"  she  says. 


t bhe  last  war,  and  are  not  prepared 
k‘lak‘>  neither  are  we,  their  mothers, 
«o  have  brought  them  into  tho  world, 
g0“‘8  to  allow  them  to  do  so.” 
of'vle  . K'lihlswoman  said:  “The  League 

„ , turns  does  not  seem  strong  enough  to 
lor+i'k  war>  so  there  is  nothing  for  it  but 
j,  1 ° ,v9rhcrs  to  take  the  matter  in 
b p '.ajid  if  the  workers,  as  such,  cannot 
tn:,un'fe,l  then  the  women  must  be  deter- 
j.  e“:  The  Lint  in  the  press  that  there 
* Varsity  of  opinion  among  the  leaders 
cris'  - 'ab°ur  Party  with  regard  to  this 
•s  m the  Near  East^is  not  encouraging; 


In  my  case,”  said 
one  woman,  “ it  would 
amount  to  this : My 

eldest  boy  is  the  sole 
support  of  the  family, 
fathc-r  being  out  of 
work,  also  two  sous 
and  a daughter.  I dare 
not  think  of  the  conse- 
quences were  my  eldest 
son  called  up  in  the 
event  of  war/  We  should 
starve  along  with  hun- 
dreds of  otljer  families. 
Politicians  may  engi- 
neer a war,  but  will 
they  get,  recruits?” 

“ Don’t  ask  me  what 
I’m  thinking  a b o il  t 
another  war.  The  thought  is  maddening, 
and  whatever  has  to  be  settled  in  the  East 
should  be  done  by  v peaceful  arbitration. 
The  time  has  gone  when  women  should 
stand  idly  by  weeping  farewells  to  depart- 
ing sons.  To-day,  the  voice  of  a more 
enlightened  generation  has  to  bo  reckoned 
with.  All  the,  women  I know  say  ‘ No  more 
war.’  ” This  neat  littlo  speech  came  by 
way  of  a finale,  and  was  delivered  by  just 
an  ordinary  woman  co-operator,  who  was 
engaged  in  her  daily  round  of  household 
duties.  * 


Are  you  making  Winter  Underwear  ? ^ 
Then  be  sure  and  get  the  OCTOBER  W 
number  of  “ WOMAN'S  OUTLOOK”  ® 
for  FOUR  very  practical  PATTERNS.  ‘rS 


.,Mr8, 

thank 


■>  «C 

fegaini 


(Central  Committee)  wishes  to 
al*  those  who,  during  her  recent  ill- 
1 ' ’ She 


E<?nt  hintl  messages  pf  Sympathy. 

; ar*  Kind  to  say,  now  recovering  and 
k lu,«g  her  usual  strength.  * 


A rumour  has  reached  us  that  a new 
Guild  bl'nnch  is  about  to  bo  formed  at  Bar- 
nard Castle,  in  the  Tyne  district.  We  wish 
it  every  success,  and  should,  like  tho  name 
and  address  of  the  secretary. 


NEWS  FROM  ALL  PARTS. 


The  Kettering  Guild  Committee  has 
adopted  its  pre-war  idea  cf  holding  meetings 
at  members’  homes.  Recently  an  enjoy- 
able picnic  was  arranged  to  Qrett  n. 

Two  new  guild  branches  have  b?en  formed 
in  Edinburgh  in  connection  with  the  St. 
Cuthbert's  Society.  They  will  be  known  as 
Iuuerleith  and  Gorgfe  branches. 

Tho  members  of  the  Chelston  Guild  re- 
cently journeyed  to  Boscastle,  Cornwall,  for 
their  annual  outing.  An  enjoyable  time  was 
spent. 

On  the  14th  inst.  Mrs.  Jackson  (Bulwell, 
district  president)  visited  the  new  Mapper- 
ley  Guild,  along  with  Mr.  H.  S.  Harding 
(educational  secretary). 

Members  of  the  Tewkesbury  Guild  re- 
cently had  a charabanc  tour  through  the 
beautiful  Wye  Valley  for  their  annual  out- 
ing. A stop  was  made  at  Chepstow  for 
lunch  and  at  Monmouth  for  tea. 

Two  Days'  School  for  Dewsbury  and 
Huddersfield  district  members  was  held  re- 
cently at  Heckmondwike,  with  Mrs.  Butler 
(sectional  secretary)  as  teacher. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Harding  (educational  secretary 
and  secretary  of  Nottingham  Men's  Guild) 
addressed  the  members  of  the  local  Women’s 
Guild  on  the  20th  inst,  upon  the  necessity 
of  periodical  joint  meetings  between  the 
Men’s  and  Women’s  Guilds. 

The  new  TJcdlington  Guild,  in  the 
Northern  Section,  recently  organised  a 
baby  competition,  when,  we  hear,  perambu- 
lators blocked  the  main  street  in  which  tlia 
co-operative  prc-niise>s  are  situated.  Prizes 
were  awarded  for  the  be^fc  baby  of  six  and 
twelve  months  and  two  years. 


The  Heaton  Guild  recently  held  a big 

social  gathering,  when  over  200  memhera 
were  present.  Tea  was  followed  by  a con- 
cert, tho  arrangements  being  in  the  hands 
of  Mrs.  Wellbourr.e  (president),  -Mrs.  M. 
Reed  (secretary),  and  the  guild  oammitte.'. 

The  Irish  Guilds  have  now  resumed  their 
winter  programmes,  but  they  are  somewhat 
handicapped  by  the  lack  of  suitable  meeting 
places.  Unfortunately,  many  societies  do 
not  see_  the  necessity  of  providing  a room  for 
the  guild  branches,  although  in  many  cases 
they  are  the  best  propagandists  the  societies 
possess.  A-  very  large  number  of  new 
members  have  joined  the  Belfast  Guilds. 

The  members  of  tlie  Coalville  Guild  had  a 
very  effective  tableau  in  tlie  Coalville 
Charity  Payade,  which  was  a repre- 
sentation of  “ The  Wedding  Morn.” 
Children  mostly  appeared  as  the  central 
figures,  arranged  on  a dray,  and  the  horse 
was  driven  in  the  procession  by  one  of  the 
ladies  of  the  guild.  The  tableau  was 
awarded  the  first  prize  of  £3  and  the  Russell 
Challenge  Shield. 

At  the  East  Durham  district  conference, 
held  at  Sunderland  recently,  Miss  Webster 
occupied  the  chair.  The  meeting  took  tlie 
form  of  a miniature  Congress,  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  being  moved  by  members  of 
the  district  committee: — “Unemploy- 

ment.” Mrs.  Noble;  “ Fixed  Prices,”  Mrs. 
Iiurst;  “Education,”  Mrs.  Swan;  “Equal 
TYanelusp,”  Mis.  Golfili ; “Old-Age  Pen- 
sions.” Mir.  Purves ; “Housing.”  Mi«s 
Webster.  Mesdames  Jamison,  Campbell, 
Michel.  Dunn,  Evens,  and  Blacklock  con- 
tributed to  the  discussion,  after  which  the 
resolutions  were  passed  unanimously.  Mrs. 
Blacklock  (Sunderland)  extended  tlx; 
welcome. 


^o/  3916 


AT  ALL  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES. 


CS*  4* 


THESE  SPLENDID  SUITS  ARE  IN 

ALL  SIZES. 

ASK  TO  SEE  THIS 
C.W.S.  PRODUCTION 

AND  SO  MAINTAIN  THE 

PRINCIPLE  OF  CO-OPERATION 

BY  BEING 

CLOTHED  IN  THE 
RIGHT  RAIMENT. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


September  30,  1929 


WHAT  OUR  READERS 
THINK. 

[To  THE  EDITOR,  “ CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS.”] 


Points  for  the  Board-room. 

Sut, — Iu  a recent  issue  of  the 


‘ Co- 


rporative News”  “Alpha”  recorded  that 
.m  applicant  foe  a position  .stated  that  lie 
was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  first  assistant 
n one  of  the  multiple  slices  in  the  town, 
ind  that  lie  was  rooeiving  30s.  per  week ; 
die  co-operative  store  rate  being  71s.  Does 
1 Alpha  ” mean  to  assort  that  the  wage 
stated  is  a common  tiling  among  the 
multiplo  shops? — Yours,  &c. , 

Justice. 

Some  Crude  Economics, 

Sir,— It  would  be  interesting  if  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wynne  would  give  your  readers  a concrete 
example  of  co-operators,  or  any  other 
rational  traders,  buying  anything  from 
abroad  that  can  be  as  well  and  cheaply 
manufactured  at  home.  This  is  the  essence 
. f trade — to  sell  what  you  do  not  want  and 
buy  what  you  do. 

All  material,  raw,  sami-manufactured,  or 
manufactured,  i-,  the  raw  material  of  those 
»vho  want  it.  Haw  material  is  a term  im- 
jjossiblo  to  deiiire.  And  “ production  fur 
use,”  ©oonomioally,  is  iust  as  vague.  It  is 
use  and  nothing  else  that  ultimately  deter- 
niinos  both  the  extent  and  character  of  pro- 
duction.  Where  thereris  no  use  production 
ceases. 

There  is  no  virtue  in  the  term  co-oj>ern- 
tion.  The  virtue  is  in  the  act.  As  one  of 
<>ur  leaders  not  long  ago  told  us:  “ We  do 
not  sufficiently  co-operate  with  one  another. 
The  difficulty  with  oo-operation  is  tluit  there 
k not  enough  ao-operation  in  the  best  sense 
amongst  co-opera  tors. — Yours,  &c., 

George  K.  Quirk. 

Mixed  Guilds. 

Sin, — With  a view  to  the  formation  cf  a 
national  organisation  for  men  and  women 
o-opsrntors^  I should  be  pleased  to  receive 
communications  from  secretaries  of  Mixed 
Guilds  already  formed  within  the  area 
•overed  by  the  Co-operative  Union,  also 
from  individuals  who  may  be  interested  in 
this  impnrtant  phase  of  the  Cooperative 
Guild  movement. 

If  found  that  there  are  sufficient  brandies 
in  existence  steps  will  be  taken  to  call  a 
preliminary  conference  to  discuss  the  forma- 
tion of  a National  Guild. 

I sincerely  hope  branches  will  reply  to  this 
Vetter  as  soon  as  possible. — Yours  faithfully, 
John  Petty, 

Chairman,  Harnsley  and  District 
Members’  Guild  and  Gen.  Secretary, 
Barnsley  Branch. 

13.  Rowl.uid-.rond,  Barnsley, 

September  11th,  1922. 

A Trade  Name. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
idvertisemeut  appearing  in  the  trade  press 
rtf  “ The  Callow  Baking  and  Confectionery 
.Machinery  Co.  Ltd.” 

Tlie  use  of  the  name  “ Callow  ” in  connec- 
tion with  this  venture  may  mislead  my  many 
friends  in  the  trade.  I ask  your  permission, 
therefore,  to  state  tlmt  I ha-ve  no  direct  in- 
active interest  in  it.  All  my  inventions 
have  been  and  are  developed  by  J.  Baker 
Sons  and  Perkins  Ltd.,  iii  whose  service  I 
am,  and  I work  only  in  collaboration  with 
them. 

I cannot  stop  my  sons'  from  using  the 
. name  of  Callow,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  inform 
the  trade  of  the  facts,  and  to  preserve  my 
reputation  as  an  inventor  from  any  connec- 
tion with  ether  productions. — I am  yours 
faithfully, 

Jno.  Callow, 

Of  Messrs.  Joseph  Baker  Sons  and 
Perkins  Ltd. 

16,  Bneck-rond,  Anfiold,  Liverpool, 
September  loth,  1922. 


C.W.S.  SEED  JTRIAL  GROUNDS. 

Cinder  Him.  and  Birmingham  societies 
have  written  the  directors  of  the  C.W.S. 
expressing  appreciation  of  the  display  made 
by  the  society’s  seed  trial  grounds  (Derby) 
at  their  recent  flower,  fruit,  and  vegetable 
shows.  Cinder  Hill  lettor  states:  “Your 

stand  was  superb,”  and  admired  by  every- 
body. The  C.W.S.  exhibits  at  Birming- 
ham “ added  greatly  to  the  elFeet  c'f  the 
show,”  and  the  society’s  seeds  “ are  equal 
to  any  on  the  market." 

The  members  of  the  Industrial  Societies’ 
Farming  Association  paid  a visit  to  the 
trial  grounds  in  August  and  spent  a very 
idea san t and  instructive  afternoon.  Mr. 
Capper  showed  the  visitors  round  the 
grounds,  and  Mr.  Maelien  gave  an  address 
on  <»oil  fertilisers. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION — Midland  Section. 

AUTUMN  CO-OPERATIVE  CONVENTION 


SEPTEMBER  30th,  1922. 

SATURDAY  MORNINC-il-15.  in  the  Medina  Hell  of  the 
BirmineWn  Society.  Mr.  ].  McDOWALL  (Stcrelaru  oj  Ihi 
Elrml  [ham  Soc'f  ty)  will  re»il  a paper,  entitled  " SefINC  IT 
lllPOUC"  (being  a dircuaiion  ol  present-day  difficulties. 
Chairman  : Mr.  HILLIARD  {Praldenl  of  the  Waltall  Societu). 
AFIT.RSODN-3  o'cUk.  et  Tit:  Drib-th  Institute.  Du'oeth. 
Hu  Ricttr  Hon.  J.  R CLYN  LS.  M.P.,  will  .pe.'x  «.p >n  *'  Tin 
H “r  “ fr? “J?  r"  *, V*™  ' Chairman  : 

H.  G JO  INS  5N  lPetiidt.nl  o/  the  Olrminghan  Trail  Council) 


CALENDAR. 


SEPTEMBER. 

8.  Birmingham  Convention. — Morning  Suasion  for 
CVMinnillcemiMi  and  OITli'tnJH,  in  Iho  Meet- 
ing Hall  of  the  Bicmingliam  Society,  High- 
street, 'Birmingham,  nt  11-15  n.m.  Subject 
lor  discussion  : " Seeing  It  Through."  paper 
by  Mr.  .1.  MeDowall  (secretary,  Birmingham 
Society). 

,,  Birmingham  Convention. — Afternoon  Session  in 
the  lHgbeth  Institute,  Digbelh,  Birmingham, 
nt  3 p.ni.  Address ^by  Mr.  J.  It.  Ctyncs, 
M,P.  Subject,  " Tito  Wreck  of  Industry  ond 
the  Way  to  Rescue,” 

„ Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educalionnl 
Association. — Conferences  for  Touchers,  at 
Discard  Hall,  Wallasey,  at  3-30  p.m.  nnd  0-30 
p.m.  Lecturer,  Miss  K M.  Fountain  (Go- 
<q>erative  Union).  Subject,  " Co-operative 
Udupotion.” 

„ Midland  Section.— Nottingham  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Stanton  Hill, 
nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  diwussion : " Pro- 
duction and  Distribution."  Paper  by  Mr. 
James  Herbert  (Stanton  Hill). 

,,  Northern  Educational  Association. — Conference 


operative  on<l  Economic  Reconstruction." 
Address  by  Air.  T.  W.  Morccr  (Co-opcralivo 
Union). 

, „ North-Western  Educational  Association  (Oldham 
nnd  District  Group). — Conference  in  the 
Philanthropic  Hall,  Hamr.ct-strect,  Hyde,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : ” Education 
(Co-operative) : Its  Civic  Aspect."  S)>eakcr, 
Alderman  Houghton,  J.P.  (Oldham). 

. .,  SoulJtern  Section.— Beds.  and  Bucks.  District 
Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Wat- 
ford, at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : Mr. 
G.  Riddle's  Congress  paper;  to  be  introduced 
by  Mr.  M.  H.  Clear  (sectional  board). 

, „ Soul  hern  Section.— Norfolk  District  Conference, 
in  the  Adult  Schoolroom,  New  Conduit-street, 
— King's  Lynn,  «t  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion (Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Congress  paper. 
Reader  of  paper,  Mr.  G.  Riddle. 

, „ Women's  Guild  (Dewsbury  and  Huddersfield 
Districts).— Conference  in  the  Co-operafive 
Hall,  Honlcy,  nt  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
. mission  : " Joint  Trade  Campaign."  Speaker, 
Mrs.  Daws,  S.C.  (Scarborough). 

. ,,  North-Western  Section  Choral  Association. — 
Conlest-i  in  the  Victoria  Hall,  Saltairc,  11 
f a.m.f  2-30  p.tn.,  and  6-30  p.nt. 

OCTOBER. 

! M.  Women's  Guild. — Cheshire  ami  North  Wales 
District  Conference,  in  the  Christ  Church 
Lecture  Hall,  Water-street,  Rhyl,  at  2-30  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " Tti  • Womon’s  in- 
ternational." Speaker,  Mrs.  Ytarn  (Oldham). 
W.  Women's  Guild.— Wills  District  Conference,  in 
the  Guild  Room,  Control  Stores,  Winchester- 
slfeet,  Salisbury.  Subject  : " Proportional 

Representation.”  Speaker,  Miss  Elsie 
Morton. 

' S.  Wholesale  Society. — Divisional  Meetings : In 

the  Society's  Premises,  West  Blandford- 
street,  Newcnstle-on-Tync,  at  2 p.m.  In  the 
Cumperdown  House  Hall,  Half-Moon  Passage, 
Dunoan-strcet,  London,  E.,  at  2 p.m.  In 
the  Church  Schoolroom,  Albert-street, 
Stnpleford,  nt  2 p.tn.  In  tho  Unity  Hull, 
Smylhstreet,  Wakefield,  at  3 n.m.  In  the 
Mitchell  Memorial  Hall,  Balloon-street, 
Manchester,  at  3 p.m.  "In  the  Go-openitive 
Hall,  Vulean’a-lnne,  Workington,  at  2-45 
p.m.  In  tho  Society's  Premises,  Brood 
Quay,  Bristol,  at  2 p.m.  In  the  Society's 
Premises,  St.  Mary-street,  Cardiff,  at  2 p.m. 

B Worcester  Society's  Educational  Department. — 
Two  Days'  School,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall, 
Worcester.  Lecturer,  Professor  F.  Hall. 
M.A.  Subject,  " Co-operation  and  Social 
Problems." 

' Th.  Women's  Guild. — North  Metropolitan  District 
Conference,  in  St.  Aldhelm's  Hall,  Silver- 
si  reel,  Edmonton.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
'•  Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions.” 
Speaker,  Mrs.  Bain  (Oent.rql  Committee). 

S.  Southern  Educational  Association.— Conference 
in  tho  Assembly  Hall,  99,  Leman-street, 
lain  don,  E.,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Secondary  Education  for  All”;  to 
be  introduced  by  Mr.  G.  S.  M.  Ellis,  M.A. 

, „ Wholesale  Society. — General  Meeting,  in  tho 
Mitchell  (Memorial  Hull,  Balloon-street,  Man- 
chester, at  2 p.m. 

S.  Southern  Sectional  Conference,  nt-  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Room,  Leinan-slTcet,  London,  E.1, 
ot  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : . Mr. 
G.  Riddle's  Congress  paper;  lo  lie  iiN  re- 
duced by  Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (secretory, 
Southern  Sootiori). 


ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE  j 
ALLIED  WORKERS-THc  N 


THE  NEW  DOT 


TRIBUTIVE  I 

N.U.D.A.W,  fi 


The  - Reodob':  *'  Tr.d,  Union 
Piper  Pub'idiad  fo-snijlilly 
' n S«urdan).  Priai  2d., 
om  bioncli  » crslariei,  or  3d. 
o»l  fre:  from  < cniral  OlHce— 
Oakley,"  Wilmdow  Road, 
FnUowficId,  Manchej’.ei. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BRANCH  MANAGER  Required  for  Country  Branch; 

one  used  to  mixed  trade;  married.— Applications, 
slating  wuges  and  enclosing  two  copies  of  testimonials, 
lo  arrive  by  first  i>ost,  Tuesday,  October  3rd,  Socre- 
taTy,  Hnrbury  Co-operative  Society,  near  Leamington. 

BUYER  nnd  MANAGER  for  Drapery  Department; 

good  class  trade;  12  brunch  shops;  membership 
30,000;  trade  Inst  ypar  £73,000;  good  scope  for  enter- 
prising nnd  progressive  man;  apply,  stating  nge. 
qualifications,  details  of  experience,  and  salary  re- 
quired, enclosing  copies  of  balance  sheets  for  the  past 
twelve  months'  trading,  not  later  than  Saturday, 
October  7th;  nono  but  first-class  buyers  and  organisers, 
need  apply  — Applications  to  be  addressed  to  tho 
Committee,  Middlesbrough  Co-oporotivo  Society 
Clifton-.- treet,  Middlesbrough,  endorsed  " Dr 
Buyer." 


CANVASSER.— Smart,  up-to-date  CANVASSER  Re- 
quired lor  Grocery  arid  Allied  Departments;  one 
able  to  propound  the  principles  of  co-operation;  mem- 
bership 2,Cl)0.— Apply,  Secretary,  Co-oneruHve  Society, 
Haywards  Heath,  Sussex. . 

CENTRAL  DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted,  a 
YOUNG  LADY,  experienced,  to  serve  through, 
and  must  be  experienced  in  costume".— Applications 
by  letter,  endorsed  " Drapery  Assistant, ” stating  age, 
experience,.  wiUi  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials.  to 
be  sent  to  tlie  Office,  C’onglcton  C’o-operotivo  Society 
Ltd.,  not  later  than  Tuesday,  October  13Ui, 

Harwich  industrial  co-bi'ERAXivii  society 

LIMITED  (86,  Lec-lune.  Ilarwieh).— Wanted,  a 
competent  BOOT  and  SHOE  MANAGER;  must  he  ex- 
perienced in  buying  and  on  np-td-dute  window- 
N.U.C.O.  Hcale  of  witgoa  paid. — Applications, 
age  and  experience,  with  copies  only  of  two 
testimonials,  to  reach  this  Society  not  latar 
than  Tuesday,  October  3rd,  endorsed  " Boot  nnd  Shoo 
Manager." 


stating 


TAILORING  and  OUTFITTING  MANAGER  Wanted; 

mint  bo  cutter;  willing  (o  work  on  hoard;  com- 
bined Bales  £60  weekly;  opportunity  for  Increase. — 
Applications,  staling  ago,  wage,  experience,  not  tutor 
than  October  6lb.  to  Co-operative  Siviely,  32,  West- 
Street,  Boston,  Lines. 


TILE  Committee  ot  the  Pillowell  and  York  ley  Oo- 
operotlvo  Society  wish  to  thank  all  tho  appli- 
cants to  their  advertisement  for  PROVISION  HAND, 
and  lo  say  tlie  jiosition  is  now  filled.  


THE  Management.  Committee  of  the  Penzance  Co- 
operative Society  beg  In  thank  tlie  fifty  appli- 
cants fc>r  (lie  position  of  SECRETARY,  ond  to  state 
that  Itn  a ppoiiHmont  Inns  now  been  made. 


WANTED,  MANAGER  and  BUYER. — Age,  experi- 
ence, &c.,  Lea tlier  Supply  Association,  Lindou- 
strect,  Leicester. 

WANTED,  ASSISTANT-MANAGER;  must  be  cop”- 
able  grocery  buyer  and  keen  miporvisor  of 
slalf. — Applications,  stating  eg?,  qualifications,  experi- 
ence, and  wages  required,  and  containing"  referencea 
of  past  ami  prcM-Jiit  employers,  should  roach  Winning- 
ton,  Nortliwich,  ond  District  Co-operative  Socictj'  Lid., 
Nnrthwlch,  Thursday,  Octoln>r  5(h,  endorsed  " Assisl- 
anl-Mnivigor."  - — 

Wanted]  drapery  manageress;  wages, 

N.U.D.A.W.  scale. — Apply  by  letter,  stating 
ago  and  experience,  not  loter  than  first  post  on 
Saturday,  Septomhor  30tli,  lo  the  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  Court-street,  Uppermill. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen, CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  nr.y  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  TcRNBit,  Gerero!  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Unioo,  Shop  AKirtants,  Warehousemen,  a ml  Clerks, 
Dlllre  House,  Malet-ntreet,  London,  W.C.l. 

Bachelor  of  commerce,  thorough  knowledge 

of  Accountancy,  Business  Organisation,  French, 
Spanish,  ami  Economics,  s.H'ks  ATPOINTMENT  in  any 
suitable  capaoity;  excellont  references  and  tcati- 
moniuls. — Box  52,  " Co-(n>crative  News,"  ManciR-ster. 

BAKE  US. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Vales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grads 
are  requested  to  opply  to  W.  Bgvfiei.D.  General  Secre- 
tory, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  QDd  Con- 
fcetionerc,  67,  S>  cjoey-strect.  London,  S.W. 

DRi'SiN?,[  MANAGER,  aged  26.  seeks 
RE-ENGAGEMEM'  ns  FIRST  HAND  or  MAN- 
AGER small  society;  13  years'  eo-operativo  experience 
ui  ( •ancaaliire,  Notts,  and  Derbyshire ; four  societies; 
excellent  references;  distance  no  object;  not  ntraid 
of^work.— Appty,  G.  Lee,  Brunsivick-strcet,  Mossley, 


Exl'^,llKl''('Er)  -MAN  desires  Engagement,  MAN- 
AGER of  Funeral  Department;  30  years  of  age; 
pxncr  and  undertaker  to  trade;  used  to  all  kinds 
o.  funeral  orrongoment.s ; highest  references.— Box  53. 
" Oo-opcrntive  News,"  Manch&Ur. ■ 

IjU'RNISlIING  ond  HARDWARE  MANAGER  desires 
CHANGE;  40  years  of  ace;  24  years’  experience, 
lurniture,  china,  hardware,  carpet,  and  lino.— Box 
No.  50,  " Ovopejqtive  News."  Manchester. 


Grocery  dranch  manager  or  first  hand; 

19  years’  experience  in  grocery  and  provisions 
and  canvassing;  single;  37  years;  midlands  or  north; 
excellent  refs.— Box  51,  " Go-operativo  News,"  M/c. 


APARTMENTS. 


DOUGLAS. — " Clareinonl,"  Loch  Promenade;  I’rl. 

Hotel  nnd  Boordir.g  Elsfab. ; close  Pier,  Q.P.O., 
Amusements;  tel.  " Claremont,"  Douglas.— Tarill  from 
C.  N.  Chadwick,  Proprietor. 


EDINBURGH.— Write  " Craiglca,”  c/o  Aitclieson, 
390,  Morningsidc-road.  Highly  recommended. 

SCARBOROUGH— NORTH  CLIFF.— Tindall's  Board- 
ing House,  3,  Blenheim-terrace.  Uninterrupted 
roa  view.  Liberal  cuisine. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


CROSLAND  MOOR  UNITED  HANDBELL  RINGERS. 

,^Cn^°r  en8:,8e,,10,,(s' — Terms,  apply,  T.  Gaht- 
las'd,  10,  Chapel-terrace,  CrQsland  Moor,  Huddersfield. 


" A cliarming  elocutionist  who  keeps  the  attention  of 
the  audience  from  brgiuning  to  end."— York  Indus- 

MARGARET  MURCH, 

IN..,^.,%EEVEN,N'0  COMEDY  and  DRAMATIC 
HIGH-CLASS  RECFl'ALS.  Singing  and  Pianoforte 
fn,c.rill.de3  by  MARIAN  MURCH.  Wanted,  October  9th 
to  17th,  to  follow  Nottingham  and  precede  Goole; 
and  week  November  12th,  Nurtliamplon  district.— 
Address,  Higher  Brooks-lnno,  Street,  Somerset. 

Lantern  lectures‘o„  RussiTTm.^  booking 

for  winter  season. — Lecture  secretaries  write  Rus- 
811111  I'mnlno  Fund,  35,  Grays  Inn-road,  W.C.l. 

EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES— NOTE. 

MBAR1TZ  OPERATIC  and  MUSICAL  GRAMO- 
• PHONE  LECTURES;  no  speaker  or  con- 
cert party  needed;  tlie  success  of  last  season;  all 
Records  in  English.— Terms  lo  C.W.S.  Concert  Agency, 
Manchester. 

NOW  BOOKING,  dates  for  Lectures  on  GARDEN- 
ING SUBJECTS;  illustrated  with  lanern  elides 
If  required. — Apply  for  full  particulars  to  C'YHIl 
Haiuhxo,  74,  East  Dnlwk-h-rond,  S.E."’' 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.). — Write  for  artistes 
to  R.  Hibdcud,  66,  Great  Prcscott-streot,  London,  E.l. 


A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER'S  " MEUUIE  MIiMICS."— New 
Programme.  New  Songs.  Absolutely  Refined. 
Built  for  Fun.  Thanks  to  Oldham  Cong.  S.S.  for  date. 
I^-grets  to  Stockport  and  Rnyton;  bookinl  on  date 
wanted;  glad  to  serve  later;  terms  moil.;  distance 
no  object — 15,  VAurwick-street,  Huhne,  lilauolkester. 
Tel.  1163  Central. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Devonshire  clotted  cream.  Ih, 

famous  the  world  over.  Dclicloim  rn..“ ?• 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prise.  National  Dalnfsh1 
1/ondon  ; produced  by  tha  Cathedral  Dairv  i'  . *'  ' 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices'o,  Ux; 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  o„ri 
trial  Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwell-xtreeL  Exei°°d  ,0<1’h- 

DY  BI  NO  AND  CLEANING.— Co-operative  si 

who  ore  not  well  «-rvod  in  ibis  deinrhn^ 
should  'communicate  with  the  old-estahlishi'.i  fir,  11 
A.  and  J.  II'NAB  Lid..  Slatcford  Dye  Works  pi ut 
burgh.  Best  terms;  quick  return;  all  advertbin, 
matter  free.  "s 

I^IREE — POCKET  RUBBER  STAMP  ol  your^ii^nr; 

. address;  also  particulars  of  money-making  6[mr 
time  agency.— E.  RlciiPOnn.  8 and  9.  Snow  Ui||. 


TtOR  SALE.  BAKER'S  VANS.  2 and  4 

ready  for  the  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  II  UVk'ivn 
>AN  on  "Ford"  chiwsi*.— Apply,  the  Leic.-iler  Jv 
Wage  Builders  nnd  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Marlow-roan 


F 


R SALE,  Burroughs  ADDING  MACHINE 
JL1  stand;  electric  drive;  110  volts;  direct  current  — 
Offer  or  further  particulars.  York  Equitable  Indiuioa 
Society  Ltd.,  22,  Railway-si  red . York . 

HOW  lo  cut  PAPER  LETTERS  ami  PIGURETfoi 
making  attractive  window  displays;  patterns  and 
method,  2s.  complete,  post  free.— " l'riino  " (Deni,  h i 
27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool.  ' ' 


H 


OME  BREWING. 


One  6d.  packet  of  Miller's  Malt  ond  Hops  rnaitM  , 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEER  at  a total  cost  <5 
about  10d.,  and  entails  r.o  more  trouble  tlmn  boilir.» 
potatoes  for  dinner.  '* 

Why  then  pay  the  high  prices  charged  in  public, 
houses?  Sold  by  Co-operative  Societies,  Grocers,  4,- 
Ask  for  it  and  ’TRY  it.  A boon  in  these  hard  t’iuies! 

Sole  Proprietors  : 

THE  MILLER  MANUFACTURING  CO 
' KING-STREET,  STRETFORD.  MANCHESTER. 


SIAPLEFORD  AND  SANDIACRE  CO-OPERATIVE 

RnrrPTv  i/m 


THE  above  Society  have  arranged  for  delegates  lo 
inspect  the  •up-to-date  works  of  the  Garden  Pencil 
Co.  (F.  tliambers  and  Co.  Ltd.)',  from  11  to  12  a m. 

Notification  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  who  will  then  arrange  according!) . 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society's 
Restaurant. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  II.  TONGE,  Tha  Bakery  Filter,  PeDdleton. 

York  equitable  industrial  soctcty~ltd^ 

For  SALE,  two  GAS  ENGINES;  2J  h.p.  " Tan- 
gyes  " and  6 h.p.  "Crossley";  both  in  glood  working 
order.— Full  particulars  on  'application  to  General 
Manager's  Office,  R.iilwny-street,  York. 


T0DM0RDEN  INDUSTRIAL 
AND  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED, 

WHOLESALE  BOARD 
ELECTION 
Manchester  DLtricL 
Tlie  Directors  ot  the 
above  society  have  gnat 
pleasure  in  nominating  one 
of  their  colleagues,  Conn. 

JOHN  H. 
WHITAKER 

.a  on  *',ie  directorate  of  the  Oo-operativs 

Wholesale  Society  Limited. 

He  has  the  unanimous  support,  of  tlie  Board  of 
Directors  and  we  earnestly  recommend  him  to  (hi 
electors  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited 
as  a very  suitable  person  for  a seat  on  the"  Bard. 

He  ls  an  ardent  Co-operator  ond  Trade  Unionist. 

He  has  an  unbroken  record  on  our  Board  ot  Direc- 
tors from  1912  except  during  the  period  lie  was  serving 
with  the  British  Army.  On  his  return  he  was  imme- 
diately again  placed  on  the  Board  ot  Directors  ot  our 
Society. 

He  is  a member  of  die  Todmorden  Borough  Town 
Council,  as  Labour  representative,  and  lias  been  ap- 
pointed Chairman  of  the  Motor  'Bus  Sub-Oonimitlre. 

He  is  also  n member  of  the  County  Executive  of 
file  Boomers’,  Twisters’,  and  Drawers'  Association,  ond 
President  of  (he  local  branch  of  that  body. 

He  is  also  on  the  Executive  of  the  local  Trade* 
Council. 

He  is  a fluent  speaker  and  a great  student  ot 
economics. 

We  believe  lie  would  be  an  acquisition  to  Uie  Board 
of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited,  and 
respectfully  solicit  your  vote  .and  influence  on  hiJ 
behalf. 

Ifc  takes  a great  interest  in  the  Friendly  Societies 
movement  ami  nil  movements  which  are  in  Uie  in- 
terests of  the  working  classes,  of  whiqli  tho  Co-operativo 
Movement  is  principally  composed.— On  behalf  of  tl*9 
Board  of  Directors,  yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  W.  BENTLEY.  President. 


'fitter  \ 
When  Ordering  Syrup,  please  say  “ WESTBUfiN.”  | 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY! 

H 6 V I S 

is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and: 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manufac- 
turing SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  <1  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (lor  Tailoring 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 

Addn  Fulton  Stkeet.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  “LA8IAT”  Boot  and  Shoe 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 

Registered  O.Tice  17,  M idols  Hilloate.  Sro::<HO.tr 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10,  ALBION  STKEET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Maker*  of  FktJT, 
Grain,  Potato. 
Sugar,  Troaclo 
Bins  and  Shoots. 


Diry,  Baker/, 
and  Butchering 
Departm  :nts 
Supplied. 


Send  for 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE. 


A CONFECTIONERY  RACK. 

2 

A SPECIAL 
CHEAP  LINE. 
Complete 
*11  1 0s. 

T.H.T0NGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

Estasujhso  1887- 

This  well-known 
CO-OPKRA.TIYK 

BRAND  

* on 

MEN’S 

BOOTS 

is 

A.  GUAR  ATTLEE 
OF  QUALITY 

and 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


M 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


If  yJl 
want 


OLID 
TYL1SH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEROPE 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 


FIELDING-WOOD 


MADE  BY  THE 

CROMPTON  BOOT 


Manufacturers  Limited, 


Your  Store  stocks 


Give  up  wearing  ill-fitting 
and  uncoth  ortablc  Hosier/ 

and  Underwear.  

We  can  fit  you  perfectly. 
Our  Buiinesi  ii  sliil  r^T-' 
ptxrint  became  Ih: 
goods  n'e  mat;  are 
acknj'Li'.cJfcd  1}  be  f 

THE  BEST.  / f 


Manufacture!  b'j  lb: 

WIGSTON  HOSIERS 
Limited,  ■ 

IWestai  (Co-flaj* 
live  Productive 
Society). 


BKAND  -H 

Ladies’  and  Gents’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  are  equal  lo  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 


Address:  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


MAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  nt  your  Stores  for  this  brand, 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Tho  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  “Kcclo3,"  "Olimix."  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System;  No  Posting.  8ave3  time  Greatest 
accuracy.  Save3  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rnther/ord  Street,  Ne\vca3tlc-ou-Tyno; 
Tudor  Street,-  London,  E.O. 


•*  i & u ” WORKS, 
DESBOROUGH. 


MANUFACTURED  B? 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hiva  Works,  Droylsdon. 


Che  Ideal” 


IS/  A MTF  Dj  AM  Co-operator.  & 
»»  A hlciLJ'y  Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  e7“,j  Boats  & Shoes. 


ONE  OF  OUR 
BEST  LINES. 


AT  ALL  STORES. 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 

Works  - WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hoaley  Rayd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Hikers  of  Oxrord  SYirtia ll.  Grnlrelli3,  Flavtiletts,  . 
Silssias,  Liaeaettei,  Lustni.  & Sil  teteta  Liaia’i ; 

also  oi  Gre/  Cloths.  -*•' 

Telephone  : National.  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pillac.  Tel.: National,  Manchester, 3310. 
Registered  Office  : G,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  co-operators: 

Open  all  the  pear  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culc'neth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutc3  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 

Tun.nis.  Bowling.  Cltox  Gsuf.  GaaaoRT. 

Bir.LiAKos.  Nsar  ta  Koa'yon  Qo'.f  Links. 

For  particulars  npply 

Miss  Q.  Davies,  Mauagere33,  Culchoth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-oporatlva  Society,  Leigh,  Lanci. 

• Telephone  323  Leigh. 


Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD,  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewiug  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  U3e.  Boot-Oloslug 
Twist,  Tailors’  Button -Hole  Twist.  &c.  Biudlngs 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Baiting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  aai  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

■ Makers  of  tho  Lid, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoaj 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-eato  Footwear. 

All  Good3  Stampod  with  the  Trade  Union  Stans. 

EQUITY  WORKS,  ^ 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8.  Withy  Grove.  Manchester 


Thomson’s  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operalive  Society. 

WoodSoine  M ,11s,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


A POPULAR  BOOT 
FOR  MEN, 


SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT  NEXT  ' WEEK. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Clotlu, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


Can  be  bad  nt  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 
Please  ask  for  them. 


Jesepi  iaKer  Sons  & PerKins  Ltd. 

— FOR  — 

iSl'MTE  Oras. 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

7 clef  rams  : Telethon  : 

PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH.  301  PETERBOROUGH 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for* 

David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edialirgli. 


■ db*bbbi  — Xvlje  Reliable  Jiome  3)yes.  — s m a 

i DRUMMER 

■ in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

. ii  bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

E 

B Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

D BRITISH  MADE. -EDGES.  BOLJON. 

0 ■ a Makers  of  Edges  “GDolty  39 1ue’’  <§*  u£DoUf/  Eream.” 


Beptkmbeii  ,'10, 

ADD  “ SUTOX^ 

to  your  MILK  PUDDINGS. 


BLANKETS  and  BOOTS 

ARE  THE  SPECIAL 

C.W.S.  PRODUCTIONS 

THAT  READERS  ARE  INVITED  TO  ASK  FOR  AT 
THE  STORES  THIS  WEEK. 


A FAMILY  TEA 
WHICH  CAN  BE  ENJOYED 
BY  ALL. 


■“THERE  is  nothing  more  painful  than  to  sit 
down  to  a cup  of  hot,  refreshing  tea,  and 
to  know  that  some  member  of  the  family  circle, 
because  of  indigestion,  cannot  .join  you  in  its 
enjoyment. 

The  Good  Health  Mascot 
overcomes  the  difficulty  with 

Dlaestlue  Cea 


tips 


D. 

1 

— Per 

4 lb. 


jfisk  for  it  at  If  our  Store. 


Printed  ond  Published  by  the  Natiokal  Co-Opkrativb  I’cuusuing  6ocistt  Lluitkd,  at  their  Offices,  Long  Jlillgato,  Manchester.— Saturday,  September  30tb,  1922. 
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THE  BEST  NEWS  IS  THE  “CO-OPERATIVE 


STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  of 

c.w.s. 

BISCUITS. 


NEWS.1' 


No.  2,6So.  No.  iSo.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  October  7,  1922. 


rniCE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  os  a Newspaper. 


A NEW  LINE. 


No.  M.  320.  M 321. 


Is  it  Stocked  at  Your  Store  ? 
IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 


THE 

“ Wheatsheaf  ” 


GUINEA 

BOOT 


Black  glace  Derby  Boots,  patent 
and  self  cap,  welted. 

Box  Derby  Boot,  patent  and  self 
cap,  stiched. 


Wireless  and  Broadcasting 


arc  the  topics  ol  the  day. 


The  C.  I.  S. 

DocjNOT  NEED  a WIRELESS  INSTALLATION, 

o»,ils  merits  arc  being 

BROADCASTED 

by  the  excellence  ol  its 

Industrial  LIFE  ASSURANCE 
Contracts. 

VfRIFY  the  claim  of  : : 

"UNRIVALLED  BENEFITS” 

by  applying  to 

THE  CO-OPERATIVE 

INSURANCE  SOCIETY  Ltd., 

109,  Corporation  St,  Manchester, 

5»,  Morrison  St,  GLASGOW. 

DuVriet  Office,  in  all  the  Principal  Town*. 

Agent*  throughout  the  Country. 


STORES  AND  RELIEF 
TICKETS. 

QUESTION  OF  DIVIDEND  AGAIN. 


GUARDIANS'  DISCRETION. 


The  Stowmarket  Co-operative  Society  has 
recently  taken  up  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  the  vexed  question  of  the  “ divi- 
dend ” allowable  on  purchases  made*  by 
means  of  relief  tickets  issued  by  the  Boards 
of  Guardians. 

The  relief  tickets  are  orders  for  goods, 
every  item  being  specified.  Goods  have  been 
supplied  on  these  orders  to  members  of  the 
Stowmarket  Society.  An  officer  of  the 
Guardians  has  settled  the  account  monthly, 
the  check  for  discount  being  handed  to  him 
to  be  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  in- 
structions of  the  Guardians.  The  officer, 
some  time  ago,  asked  the  society,  if  possible, 
to  hand  the  checks  for  discount  to  the 
members. 

On  this  request,  the  society  wrote  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  saying:  “We  shall  be 
very  pleased  to  do  this,  if  you  will  authorise 
us  to  do  so." 

The  Ministry  of  Health,  in  replying, 
pimply  called  attention  to  an  enclosed  copy 
of  a communication  addressed  to  the  Guar- 
dians of  the  Stow  Union. 

Tjmt  communication  on  the  authority  of 
the  Ministry,  sail: — 

“ The  question  of  the  arrangements,  if 
any,  to  be  made  with  traders  on  whom 
tickets  for  out-relief  are  given,  and  who 
offer,  by  wnv  of  dividend  or  otherwise, 
attractions  to  the  persons  holding  the 
tickets  is  one  for  the  discretion  of  the  Guar- 
dians. In  approaching  such  a question,  the 
Guardians  would  no  doubt  have  regard  to  the 
importance  of  the  consideration  that  the 
actual  means  of  subsistence  granted  by  them 
to  applicants  should  vary  indy  in  accordance 
with  the  needs  of  the  applicant. 

“ In  certain  cases  the  relations  between 
the  Guardians  and  the  trader  would  be 
such  that  the  Guardians,  as  the  real  pur- 
chasers, would  appear  to  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  any  dividends  on  the  pur- 
chases made.  A copy  of  this  letter  has 
been  forwarded  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Stowmarket  Co-operative  Society.” 

That  circular  makes  it  clear  that  the  dis- 
posal of  the  “ dividend  ” on  such  purchases 
is  at  the  discretion  of  the  Guardians,  which 
emphasises  the  importance  of  having  the 
right  people  elected  as  Guardians.  The 
second  paragraph  quoted  seems  to  bear  this 
interpretation:  If  a person  transfers  relief 
orders  for  20s.  to  a co-operative  store,  and 
gets  20s.  worth  of  goods  and  Is.  fid.  of  divi- 
dend, the  Guardians  will  be  entitled  to  hold 
that  the  person  has  received  orders  worth 
21s.  fid.,  and,  if  they  are  not  of  the  right 
kind,  will  be  entitled  to  count  in  the  divi- 
dend as  part  of  the  sum  allowed.  The  third 
paragraph  ignores  the  important  fact  that, 
in  such  a carte  ns  we  have  supposed,  goods 
equivalent  to  21s.  Gd.  are  given  against  20s. 
for  the  same  order  elsewhere. 

The  societies  should  niuke  it  clear  to  the 
local  Guardians  that  when  relief  orders  are 
given.,  goods  are  supplied  to  the  face  value 
of  the  orders,  the  persons  supplied  are  satis- 
fied. the  Guardians  pay  only  the  face  value 
of  their  own  orders,  the  transaction  is  there- 
fore completed  so  far  as  the  Guardians  are 
concerned,  and  nnjr  dividend  possible  ought 
to  go  to  the  person  presenting  the  order, 
whom  the  stores  treat  like  a cash  purchaser 
— and  it  is  more  than  most  other  grocers  do. 

Deputation  to  Ministry  of  Health. 
Oi^Tuesdav  a deputation  from  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee,  comprising  Messrs. 
Hayward,  Riddle,  and  Alexander  'secre- 
tary), attended)  at  the  Ministry  of  Health 
with  reference  to  the  question  of  the 
dividends  on  purchases  made  from  co- 
operative societies  through  relief  coupons. 
As  a result  of  this  it  is  hoped  that  many 
of  the  present  difficulties  will  be  cleared  up. 


CHIEF  THING. 


MOVEMENTS  NEED— MORE  TRADE. 


Mr.  G.  Major  (Central  Bonrd),  at  a con- 
ference of  the  South  Yorkshire  District  As- 
sociation, suggested  that  instead  of  taking 
up  time  in  discussing  academic  subjects  they 
should  give  anuch  more  consideration  to  nut- 
ters of  tiia<Ue.  Ho  suJbncqn&ntlLv  moved, 
“ that  the  district  hours  and  wages  board 
be  authorised  to  funolion  for  trade  pur^ 
oses.”  The  resolution  was  adopted,  there 
eiug  only  three  dissentients. 


A MINISTER’S  THANKS. 

POSTMASTER-GENERAL  AND 

THE  "CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS." 

The  recent  exposition  in  the  “ News,” 
by  Mr.  A.  Emil  Davies,  of  the  advantages 
of  nationalisation  as  evidenced  by  the 
up-to-date  service  given  by  the  Imperial 
Cables  between  this  country  and  Canada, 
Australia,  and  New  Zealand,  has  brought 
the  following  letter  from  the  G.P.O. : — 
General  Post  Office, 

London,  E.C.  1. 

September  29tli,  1922. 

- Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  say  that  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  article  concerning  the 
Imperial  Cables  which  appeared  in  the 
V Co-operative  News  ” of  the  16th  inst., 
and  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  pub- 
licity thus  given  to  the  facilities  offered  by 
the  Imperial  Cable  Service. 

■The  P(5s  t m a s t er-G  e ner  a 1 understands 

that  your  society  make  regulnr  use  of  the 
service,  and  he  trusts  that  they  find  it 
satisfactory'.—  I am,  .-ir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  J.  Brown. 


MANKIND  WANTS  PEACE. 


MR.  J.  R.  CLYNES’  APPEAL. 

CO-OPERATIVE  SPIRIT  IN 

WORLD  POLITICS. 

An  address  which  he  delivered  at  the 
afternoon  ssiup  of  the  Birmingham 
Co-operative  Convention,  on  Saturday,  on 
“ The  Wreck  of  Industry  and  the  Way  to 
Rescue,"  gave  the  Right  Hon.  J.  R. 
dynes,  M.P.,  an  opportunity  to  show  how 
the  blunders  of  our  statesmen  during  the 
past  ifew  years  had  brought  about  the 
wretched  conditions  under  which  the 
country  is  now  suffering. 

All  the  aspirations  of  mankind  were  for 
peace  and  prosperity,  he  said.  We  had 
neither,  because  of  policy  misapplied  and 
pursued  largely  out  of  tradition  for  narrow, 
selfish  interest,  and  for  purposes  of  vin- 
dictiveness and  punishment. 

The  terms  of  the  peace,  which  were  writ 
in  the  spirit  of  the  bandit,  were  largely 
the  cause  of  the  unhappy  condition  of  this 
and  other  European  countries  to-day. 
Turkey  was  to  have  been  made  to  pay  for 
her  lolly  in  entering  the  war  on  the  wrong 
side.  Her  capital  and  enormous  tracts  of 
European  and  Asiatic  Turkey  were  taken 
from  her.  The  result  was  now  that 
there  was  such  a complication  of  difficul- 
ties and  differences  as  to  bring  us  to  the 
brink  of  another  war  before  we  had  re- 
covered from  the  physical  or  financial 
exhaustion  of  the  last  one. 

There  is  in  this  country  an  almost 
absolutely  unanimous  view  against  any 
war.  (Loud  applause.)  The  Straits  are  in 
times  of  peace  as  free  as  any  of  the 
waterways  that  surround  the  island  of 
Britain.  The  trouble  is  not  how  tho 
Straits  shall  be  kept  free  in  fimes  of 
peace,  but  who  shall  have  the  right  to 
close  them  in  time  of  wa'r. 

There  should  be  no  breach  of  tile  peace 
to  settle  a question  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  Glynes  stated  that  the  only  way  to 
restore  industry  was  by  modifying  the 
Peace  Treaty  and  giving  better  treatment 
to  Germany  and  Russja.  We  could  not 
get  anything  out  of  Germany  by  making 
iier  bankrupt.  We  also  owed  something  to 
Russia,  for  we  had  spent  one  hundred 
millions  in  assisting  futile  military  adven- 
tures against  the  Government  of  that 
country. 

The  way  to  rescue  from  the  present 
wreck  would  be  found  by  the  application 
of  a real  co-operative  spirit  to  the 
politics  of  the  world  and  the  affairs  of 
mankind. 

In  that  spirit  of  co-operation  we  would 
find  a speedy  return  to  trade  prosperity 
in  this  country.  Without  .peace  rind  con- 
ditions of  prosiperity  in  tirade  in  other 
countries  we  cannot  trade  with  them  on 
a basis  that  will  keep  our  teeming  popula- 
tion in  anything  like  full  employment. 

Another  thing  that  was  wanted  was  that 
our  statesmen  should  get  baek  to  the 
truth.  Parliament  would  never  win  back 
confidence  and  faith  until  it  proved  to  the 
people  that  it  was  getting  nearer  to  the 
spirit  of  co-operation  anu  tihe  realisation 
of  truth  in  the  policy  it  had  to  carry  out. 


POSITION  IN  SOUTH 
WALES. 

MINERS’  STARVATION  DIET. 


POSITION  OF  SOCIETIES. 


There  are  about  100,000  men  and  boys 
employed  in  and  about  the  mines  of  South 
Wales,  and  during  the  past  twelve  months 
or  more  30,000  to  40,000  workmen  and 
their  families  have  been  starving  on  35s. 
per  week,  while  an  equal  number  have 
been  trying  to  make  ends  meet  on  about 
40s.  per  week.  There  is  a bitterness  in 
the  hearts  of  the  miners  that  is  eating  like 
a canker  into  their  very  souls  because  they 
see  the  privations  suffered  by  their  depen- 
dents, and  are  utterly  unable  to  relieve  the 
situation. 

There  is  a much  more  hopeful  outlook  in 
tile  Ebbvv  Yale  district  than  was  the  cilse  last 
week,  after  tlig  lork-out  of  10,000  mores  em- 
ployees of  tlie  Ebbw  Vole  Iron,  Steel,  and 
Coal  Company.  No  district  in,  the  South 
Wales  men  has  been  hit  so  badly  owing 
to  trade  depression  as  the  area  covered 
by  the  Blaina  and  Ebbw  Yale  So- 
cieties, as,  previous  to  the  stoppage  of  the 
past  fortnight,  unemployment  and  under  em- 
ployment were  rite,  and  earnings,  taking  the 
cost  of  living  into  consideration,  were  such 
as  only  to  maintain  a very  low  standard  of 
living. 

This  state  of  affairs  lias  had  a.  reflex  in  t he  . 
business  done  by  both  societies,  and  the 
sales  have  been  considerably  decreased.  Tho 
blaina  Spciety,  for  example,  h id  for  the-  year 
1920  sales  amounting  to  £800,6  H,  or  £15,39;) 
per  week.  In  1921  the  rales  totalled 
£495,511,  cr  £5,529  jor  week,  while  the 
sales  for  the  last  hnlf-yfear  amounted  to  only 
£156.163, '"or  £6,790  p>r  week.  Tin's  repre- 
sented a reduo  ion  of  55.9  per  cent,  hum 
1920,  and  a reduction  cf  28.7  per  cent,  when 
compared  with  last-year.  Every  effort  has 
been  made  by  the. management  committee  to 
reduce  working  expenses,  but,  under  the" cir- 
cumstances', it  is  impossible  to  reduce  them 
in  exact  ratio  to  the  lessened  trade  tuin- 
over.  Still,  the  society  manages,  in  addition 
to  providing  for  interest  on  members’  share 
capital,  to  pay  its  working  expenses. 

The  society  is  still  sound  and  solvent,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  members’  debts 
amount  to  £44,661.  and  the  amount  due 
from  guardians,  public  bodies,  &c.,  in  respect 
of  relief  notes  totals  £12,227.  The  past 
achievements  of  the  society  are  the  finest 
assets,  and  the  fact  that  thousands  cf 
women  members  attend  tbs  meetings  is  a 
sufficient  justification  for  the  oonvietion  that 
all  will  yet  be  well. 


A GOOD  RECOVERY. 


C.W.S.  TRANSFORMATION. 


Mu.  Gf.o.  Thorpf.  (C.W.S.  chairman), 
speaking  at  the  complimentary  dinner  to 
celebrate  the  jubilee  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Revell 
(general  manager  of  Newcastle  Society),  re- 
ferred to  the  improved  trade  position  of  the 
C.W.S.  The  year  1921,  he  said,  was  a dis- 
astrous year,  but'1  on  the  whole  he  thought 
the  people  hud  been  in  a better  position  to 
meet  the  disaster  than  the  people  were  at 
the  end  of  the  great  war  in  1815.  The  people 
to-day  had  not  suffered  the  poverty  their 
forefathers  had  had  to  bear  more  than  100 
years  ago.  One  would  have  thought,  he  con- 
tinued, that  after  the  big  losses  made  by 
the  C.W.S.  during  1921,  the  society  would 
have  taken  a long  time  to  recover  lt-s  posi- 
tion. During  the  first  six  months  of  1922 
the  profits  from  the  grocery  productive  and 
distributive  departments  and  the  coni  de- 
partment would  actually  have  permitted  tho 
layment  of  a 4d.  dividend  had  there  bee  n no 
osses  on  the  textile  side  of  the  society’s 
operations.  This  has  been  a great  trans- 
formation when  compared  with  1921. 


The  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists 
and  Co-operators  have  asked  for  an  inter- 
view with  the  C.W.S.  directors  to  ’iscu.su 
the  recent  reduction  of  wages. 

” The  Shop  Assistant  " (the  organ  of 
the  National  Amalgamated  Union  of  Shop 
Assiwtants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks), 
established  in  1896,  reverts  to  its  pre-war 
price  of  one  penny  this  week.  This  is  one 
of  the  first  trade  union  periodicals  to  revert 
back  to  one  penny. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS, 


TOWARDS  EFFICIENCY  IN  TRADE. 

PROFESSOR  HALL  AND  THE  BUSINESS 

CONFERENCE. 


LOOSE  JOINTS  TO  BE  TIGHTENED  UP. 


Below  we  give  a summary  of  the,  paper 
which  is  being  read  by  Professor  F.  Hail,  M.A. 
(Co-operative  Union),  at  the  morning  sessions 
. of  the  five  Trades  and  Business  Conferences, 
which  commenced  at  Edinburgh,  on  .Wednes- 
day this  week.  'The  remaining  meetings  take 
plaoe  at  Newcastle  on  October  1 1th  ; ' Man- 
•ohester,  on  October  .18th  ; London,  on  October 
- 25th;  and  Cardiff,  on -October  26th.  ‘‘The 
Organisation  of  Retail  Distributive  Societies 
in  the  Face  of  Present-day  Competition,”  iis 
the  title  of  Mr.  Hall’s  paper.” 

Professor  Hall  states  that  it  is  a matter  of 
concern  to  thoughtful  co-operators  that  when 
allowance  is  made  for  alterations  in  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  money,  t’.e.,  differences  in 
values,  the  average  sales  per  member  in  our 
retail  distributive  societies— one  of  the  most 
vital  indications  of  our  command  of  trade- 
show  a decline.  This,  despite  the  opening  of 
new  departments.  The  decline  has  been 
accentuated  during  the  trade  depression,  and 
has  been  contributed  to  by  the  keener  com- 
petition of  our  rivals.  Ho  then  sets  himself 
the  task  of  showing  how  far  and  in  what  ways 
we  can  improve  the  organisation  of  our  socie- 
ties in  order  to  meet  this  competition  with 
success. 

Where  Competitors  Score. 

If  we  compare  our  societies  with  other 
trading  organisations,  he  says,  we  shall  notice 
Beveral  differences.  Other  organisations — 

Are  more  highly  specialised  than  co- 
operative Booieties ; 

Have  better  systems  of  statistics  than 
co-operative  societies,  and  can  more  readily 
put  their  finger  upon  weak  spots  in  their 
organisation ; 

Are  more  responsive  to  control  than  co- 
operative societies,  and  can  initiate  new 
policies  and  change  old  ones  more  rapidly 
than  co-operative  societies ; 

Have  more  effective  control  than  co- 
operative societies,  so  that  the  various 
branches  or  departments  are  better  co- 
ordinated ; 

Have  done  more  than  co-operative  socie- 
ties to  interest  pivotal  men  in  the  success 
of  the  business  or  department  for  which 
they  are  responsible ; 

Give  more  attention  to  securing  trade 
than  co-operative  societies  do,  and  make 
greater  efforts  to  develop  a reputation  for 
good  service  ; 

Keep  a stricter  watch  over  expenses 
than  co-operative  societies  do,  and,  in  par- 
ticular, see  that  capital  is  wisely  employed 
by,  for  example,  increasing  the  frequency 
of  stock  turnover. 

These  are  the  points  on  which  Mr.  Hall  bases 
his  arguments,  as  these  differences  tend  to 
assist  outside  organisations  in  thier  competition 
with  retail  societies. 

Much  of  the  success  of  our  competitors  is 
dufc  to  specialisation,  ho  contends,  either  in 
limiting  the  variety  of  goods,  or  limiting  the 
number  of  shops  or  establishments.  To  meet 
the  former  competition  co-operative  societies 
must  specialise  more  than  they  have  done ; 
in  the  larger  towns  special  shops  offering  only 
one  or  two  lines  must  bo  established,  and  these 
shops  in  attractiveness  of  display  and  other 
respects  must  be  made  the  equal  of  com- 
petitors’ shops.  In  a separate  shop  articles 
may  be  sold  at  non-dividend  prices  if  neces- 
sary ; and  although  this  departure  from  prac- 
tice may  Beem  revolutionary,  the  alternative 
is  losing  trade. 

Mail  Order  System. 

Co-operative  societies  have  less  to  fear  from 
the  departmental  store  than  from  the  multiple 
shop,  except  in  regard  to  those  goods  that  lend 
themselves  to  the  mail-order  system,  and  we 
can  no  longer  afford  to  ignore  this  system. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  millions 
of  pounds  of  trade  pass  through  the  books 
of  mail-order  traders  each  week.  Muoh 
of  this  trade  might  come  to  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  particularly  in  the  articles 
for  which  there  is  a fixed  national  price, 
if  we  organised  ourselves  to  secure  it. 

In  support  of  the  value  of  statistics,  Mr. 
Hall  argues  that  co-oporativo  societies  have 
done  well,  but  they  might  have  done  better  if 
they  had  known  exactly  what  their  costs  wore 
in  eaoh  department  and  bow  their  surpluses 
were  realised. 

Statistics  will  not  earn  profits,  but  they 
help  committees  and  managers  to  do 
by  disclosing  leakages, 
abnormal  exponses. 


Committee  control  is  a question  that  needs 
consideration.  Committees,  speaking  gene- 
rally, take  upon  themselves  dirties  and  respon- 
sibilities they  ought  to  leave  to  managers. 
This  spraotioe  not  only  delays  decisions,  but 
weakens  the  sonsc  of  responsibility  and  does 
not  develop  initiative,  tho  very  quality  which 
our  competitors  try  to  encourage  in  managers 
and  Loads  ol  departments.  More  . considera- 
tion is  also  given,  to  pivotal  men  in  private- 
firms  than  in  co-operativo  societies.  Some 
firms  give  them  a bonus  or  share  of  the  profits 
of  their  department,  and  in  other  ways  try 
to  make  these  men  feel  that  tho  firm  treats 
them  well.  This  evokes  good  service  an 
return. 

Prices,  Publicity,  and  Service. 

It  may  astound  some  co-operators  to  know 
that  during  1921,  when  trade  was  on  the  de- 
cline, some  of  our  competitors  increased  the 
number  of  their  customers  by  hundreds  of 
thousands.  This  was  partly  the  result  of  a 
wise  policy  of  bringing  down  prices  imme- 
diately the  slump  set  in,  partly  the  result  of 
wise  publicity,  and  partly  the  result  of  good 
servioe.  Price  policy  is  an  important  element 
in  securing  trade,  and  publicity  is  another 
question  which  should  have  attention.  A 
greater  amount  of  both  general  and  specific 
advertising  should  be  undertaken.  Almost 
every  society  should  have  a canvasser  ; and 
medium-sized  and  large  societies  should  have 
more  than  one.  Effective  window  display  is 
another  feature  to  which  wo  must  pay  atten- 
tion if  we  would  meet  present-day  competi- 
tion. Staffs  should  he  better  trained  than  they 
are  in  window  dressing,  and  we  might  take  a 
lesson  from  our  competitors  by  engaging 
special  window  dressers. 

But  it  is  of  little  use  to  secure  new  membars 
or  to  persuade  present  members  to  visit  our 
shops  more  regularly  if  we  do  not  satisfytliem 
when  they  come  to  the  shops.  Lists  should  be 
kept  of  the  goods  asked  for  blit  not  supplied. 
These  lists  should  be  scrutinised  and  the  defect 


THE  PASSION  PLAY  ENDED, 

CURTAIN  FALLS  ON  OBERAMMERGAU. 
IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE  GREAT  FESTIVAL 

BY  LOUIS  GOLDING. 


“ ' | ’HE  Co-operative  News”  is  the  organ 
*■  of  Co-operative  Progress,  and  Co- 
operative Progress  is  the  Way  to  Peace. 


waste,  and 


— for  it  is  in  the  main  a defect  of  organisation — 
remedied.  Long  waits  in  the  shops  may  be 
due  to  under-staffing  or  to  the  bad  arrange- 
ment of  the  stocks  ; and  this,  in  turn,  may  bo 
due  to  faulty  structural  arrangements,  which 
should  bo  improved.  Lack  of  courtesy  is  a 
personal  defect,  and  is  observable  on  both 
sides  of  tho  counter.  Proper  training  of  staffs 
and  an  example  from  the  committee  and 
manager,  combined  with  an  insistence  upon 
courtesy,  will  go  far  to  remove  this  defect. 

Expenses. 

Very  few  committees  and  officials  can  give, 
off  hand,  such  important  information  as  (1) 
frequency  of  turnover  of  stock  in  various 
departments,  (2)  cost  of  cheek  system,  (3) 
standing  charges  per  pound  of  sales.  Yet  Mr. 
Gordon  Selfridge  says  that  he  has  250  items 
of  expense  recorded  and  reviewed  weekly. 
It  cannot  be  too  frequently  insisted  that  if  wo 
are  to  meet  present-day  competition,  ex- 
penses (and  through  them  prices)  must  bo 
kept  down ; and  the  first  step  towards  the 
goal  of  minimum  expenses  is  to  know  what 
the  expenses  are. 

It  is  realised  that  if  our  stocks  were 
reduced  only  5 per  cent,  all  round,  we 
ccutd  reduce  expenses  and  increase  divi- 
dends by  i^d.  in  the  pound  | If  we  could 
reduce  them  by  20  per  cent.,  we  could 
release  capital  equal  in  amount  to  more 
than  all  our  reserve  funds. 

Having  discussod  tho  differences  between 
our  organisation  and  that  of  our  competitors, 
Mr.  Hall  turns  to  such  problems  as  the  selec- 
tion of  employees,  higher  education  of  officials, 
and  scientific  management.  In  disoussing 
these  probloms  he  stresses  the  importance  of 
education,  the  employee’s  duty  to  tho  Booioty, 
and  vice  versa. 

Scientific  management,  he  says,  means 
setting  the  right  men  to  the  right  job,  with  the 
right  tools  under  right  conditions.  In  a 
hundred-and-ono  little  ways  our  shops  and 
their  organisation  could  be  improved,  so  saving 
expense,  lightening  labour,  and  enabling  tho 
staff  to  give  more  satisfactory  servioe. 


Oberammergau, 

September  25th,  1922. 

1 leave  behind  me  an  Oberammergau 
shrouded  in  rqm.  It  is  as  if  the  elements 
8ympaThet"icaHy  'recbr3ed  the  'closure1  of  this 
great  festival,  -whioh  has  for  so  many  months 
made  the  little  mountain  village  the  focus  of 
the  world’s  roads,  by  bringing  down  a drop- 
curtain  of  grey  mist.  Yesterday  was  tho  last 
Houpt  Passion-Spic)  (Main  Passion-Play).  It 
is  true,  to  be  mathematically  exaot,  that  there 
is  another  overflow  performance  to-day,  and 
that  to-morrow  there  will  be  a special  perform- 
ance to  which  only  the  mountain  villagers  of 
the  neighbourhood  will  he  admitted.  Yet  for 
the  last  time  the  beacon  has  burned  on  Mount 
Kofel,  that  lofty  crag  which  overlooks  the 
historic  village,  and  for  the  last  time  tho  village 
band  has  promenaded  the  streets  to  declare 
that  on  the  morrow  the  greatest  story  of  the 
world  will  be  repeated  before  a motley  crowd 
gathered  from  all  lands. 

It  is  time  to  sum  up,  therefore,  the  position 
of  things  with  regard  to  the  Passion  Play. 
There  is  no  'doubt  that  a number  of  reticent 
spirits  have  shrank  from  the  play  because  of 
the  vast  fanfare  of  advertisement  which  has 
preceded  and  accompanied  it.  There  is  no 
doubt  also  that  the  primitive  simplicity  which 
marked  it  -in  the  seventeenth  century,  the 
period  of  its  inception,  is  over.  The  highty- 
sophisticatcd  aesthetic  theories  of  Munich,  the 
capital  of  Bavaria,  have  invaded  the  Amracr 
valley,  and  lent  to  the  performance  an  over- 
emphasis and  spectacular  quality  which  were 
far  from  the  imagination  of  its  founders. 


A Great  Triumph. 

Yet  the  important  point  to  remember  is 
this : that  the  dignity  and  essential  beauty 
survive  the  trumpetings ; for,  to  put  it  as 
bluntly  as  I can,  Oberammergau  succeeds 
despite  Thomas  Cook  and  Son  and  Sir  Henry 
Lunn  and  all  the  travel  agencies  of  the  world. 
Money  flows  like  torrents  of  lava  into  Ober- 
ammergau during  tbe  period  of  the  perform- 
ances. Yet  only  the  meanest  trickle  finds  its 
way 'into  tho  local  pockets.  Most  of  it,  I 
grieve  to  say,  flows  along  copious  channels  to 
reservoirs  in  Munich  and  Berlin ; which  prows 
how  little  the  villagers  themselves  consider  the 
play  from  a monetary  point  of  view.  Of 
course,  every  house  in  the  village  is  crowded 
with  visitors.  But  the  charges  are  extra- 
ordinarily small,  and  they  do  not  compensate 
for  the  disturbances  created  by  the  year-long 
rehearsals  in  the  routine  of  their-  rustic  year. 

The  ten-years  sequence  having  been  broken 
(the  pity  was  due  in  1920,  ’but  its  performance, 
was  out  of  the  question),  the  villagers  them- 
selves presented  it  this  year  only  at  the  urgent 
request  of  the  Bavarian  Government.  The 
reluctance  was  dire  entirely  to  the  fact  that  the 
semi-sacred  sequence  was  broken.  And  that 
is  the  point  I wish  to  insist  on,  and  the  point 
which  the  Americans  who  vociferously  clapped 
at  the  close  of  yesterday's  performance  com- 
pletely forgot — to  the  villager's  of  Oberatmner- 
gau  the  play  is  a religious  duty,  not  a financial 
proposition. 

Only  that  could  reconcile  these  hardy 
peasants  to  tho  great  heads  of  hair  curling 
down  to  the  shoulders  which  they  must  carry 
about  for  so  many  moutlis.  To  strangers  it 
is  nothing  but  a very  charming  spectacle. 
Gainsborough’s  “ Blue  Boy  ” is  brought  into 
his  mind,  or  some  of  Van  Dyck’s  loveliest  can- 
vases, or  Velasquez's  “ Philip  tho  Fourth.” 
But  the  villager  finds  his  long  hair  an  awful 
nuisanoe  when  he  is  stabling  a horse  fir  piling 
the  hay  on  to  a cart ! Almost  the  most  joj’ous 
moment  in  the  year  for  them  will  be  the  great 
hair-cutting  parade  on  Wednesday  of  this 
week.  The  centre  of  interest  will  then  shift 
from  the  stage-manager  to  the  barber. 

Remembering  this  then,  that  the  Passion 
Play  is  as  a sacrament  to  the  villagers,  it  be- 
comes easier  to  understand  why  the  theories 
of  Munich  can  only  oreop  in  surreptitiously. 
Yet  the  real  work  is  done,  and  has  always  been 
done,  by  tho  villagers  themselves — the  cos- 
tumes, the  scenery,  the  settings,  the  musical 
accompaniment  (which  is  of  a very  high  order, 
both  in  composition  and  execution),  and  the 
very  words  of  the  text. 

Peasant  Artistry. 

Oberammergau  has  less  than  2,000  inhabi- 
tants. Is  it  possible  to  conceive  an  English 
village  producing  anything  like  such  a spec- 


tacle with  such  ease,  such  dignity,  &cjj 
lack  of  self-oonsciousncss  ? • 

These  things  cannot  suddenly  be  achj 
they  are  the  slow  growth  of  the  ccntwfcS 
Sure  intuitlpn  for  the  right  thing  whic^  j* 
a reverent  and  deep-seated  tradition  ^ 
produce.  That  is  why  these  simple,  Jgj 
men  and  women  are  among  the  most 
summate  artists  in  the  world.  No  one  'u 
has  seen  the  village  Mary’s  agony  at  the  L 
of  the  Cross,  or  Judas’  torture  after  his  otai 
betrayal,  will  ever  efface  them  from  hj| 
memory. 

The  difficulty  before  the  village  promote,, 
of  tho  Passion  Play  can  be  stated  in  a 
They  must  satisfy  two  antithetical  tastes  a, 
one  and  the  same  time — the  downright  and 
crude  requirements  of  the  Bavarian  moun 
taineers  and  the  fastidious,  cosmopolitan  taste, 
of  artists  from  every  land.  That  explains  the 
air  of  compromise  which  surrounds  the  spej. 
tacle.  The  tableaux  vivanls  (by  which  the 
events  of  the  New  Testament  are  allegorically 
foreshadowed  by  events  from  the  Old) 
acliieved  with  almost  the  tinsel  crudity  of  t 
children’s  party.  The  vast  crowds,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  stage-managed  with  a scientific 
perfection  which  would  do  honour  to  any 
theatre  in  London  or  New  York.  Artifice  there 
must  be  in  the  staging  of  so  prodigious  a spec- 
tacle. Indeed,  the  study  of  engravings  of 
former  representations  convinces  me  that  the 
present  performance  is  a definite  step  fonrard 
from  nineteen th-centnry  elaborateness  to  a 
new  and  magnificent  simplicity. 

Some  Suggestions. 

- Yet  one  suggestion  could  perhaps  be  made. 
While  the  audience  is  under  cover,  the  h 
stage  is  open  to  the  weather,  backed  by  green 
hills  and  sunlight.  Half  the  action  takes  place 
here,  absolutely  in  the  open.  The  tableaux 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  action  take  place  in  a 
smaller,  special  covered- in  stage  (to  allow  ol 
changes  of  scenery,  &c.).  This  smaller  stage 
is  illuminated  neither  from  above  nor  in  front. 
It  is  encompassed  by  sunlight  and  therefore 
its  action  takes  place  in  a totally  unnecessary 
semi-obscurity. 

Now  an  English  artist,  Mr.  George  Shering- 
ham,  has  invenbed  a inode  of  artificial  lighting 
which  is  indistinguishable  from  the  light  of  day. 

Could  but  some  such  device  bo  introduced  into 

the  smaller  central  stage  I have  sjioken  of, 
the  «performanee  would  present  perfectly  the 
combined  virtues  of  art  and  nature,  as,  in  a 
measure,  it  already  strives  to  do.  It  would 
by  no  means  compromise  the  line  and  sacred 
simplicity  of  the  ensemble.  It  would  merely 
illuminate  it. 

Eight  years  hence  the  Passion  Tlay  again 
falls  into  its  due  place  in  the  ten  yearly  cycle. 
Readers  and  the  writer  of  these  words  may  or 
may  not  be  present  to  witness  it.  One  thing 
is  certain.  The  tradition,  which  arose  out  of 
the  horror  of  plague  and  has  survived  famine 
and  war,  will  not  be  quenched  by  the  sorrowf 
years  which,  alas,  still  lie  in  the  path  of  Central 
Europe.  Whoever  its  performers  and  spec- 
tators be,  long  live  Oberammergau  and  t c 
spirit  which  has  introduced  it ! 


THE  TWOFOLD 
AUTUMN. 

By  ELEANOR  GRANT. 


dutinnn  In  the  world  of  Nature! 

Flushing  and  then  fading;  rain-soakc  < 
Dank,  too,  with  the  den'-mist  front  the  e 
Blase  of  sunflower  and  of  golden-rod, 
Flowers  that  pass  from  Summers  i 
laturc—  ,, 

Autumn  in  the  world  of  No  "r 

Unemployment  rife  and  destitution , 

_ When  co-opcrant  trade,  co-operant  f 
(Never  strife,  in  strike  or  revolution  ■/ 
Waits  to  work  the  captive  world's  re  * 
Ring  no  bells  of  Peace,  in  tower  or  steep 
Autumn , also,  for  the  people ! 

Yet  by  welding  all  the  world  together,^ 
Leaving  selfish  aims  and  selfish  /fjr  ’ _ 
We  may  bring  again  the  golden  wca 
Where  Love  works  the  whole 

clears.  b a„d 

There,  though  Earth  be  waxing  num 

uZn  the  seed  of 


OOlODBK 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


3 


7,  1922. 


* 


[XJOO001 


inaDDonP000000  □£ 


A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


033300 


!□□□□! 


CENTENARY  OF  A SOCIETY. 


LANARKSHIRE  OLDEST  SURVIVING  VENTURE. 


INTERESTING  SIDELIGHTS  ON  LARKHALL 
RULES  AND  CUSTOMS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


w prospects. 

■Thebe  is  considerable  activity  in  tho  shares 
{ tea  planting  companies.  Towards  tho  end 
weoh  tho  wholesale  price  of  tea  ad- 
° ced  very  sharply,  and  tho  fear  was  ox- 
dressed  that  with  trouble  in  tho  East,  wo  might 
^ an  acuto  shortago  of  supplies  in  London 
Snd  tea  famine  prices.  Tho  improved  posi- 
tion of  tea,  however,  is  due  to  causes  going 
much  further  back.  The  disappearance  of 
Russia  from  the  world  market  caused  a super- 
abundance of  stocks,  with  the  result  that 
nrices  fell)  and  this,  together  with  an  unfair 
exchange,  caused  many  of  the  tea-planting 
companies  to  lose  money.  They  accordingly 
restricted  production  and  paid  more  attention 
to  tho  finer  qualities.  Tho  analysis  of  the 
prices  realised  last  week  in  Mincing-lane  shows 
that  Indian  and  Ceylon  teas  fotched  about 
2d.  per  lb.  inoro  than  in  tho  same  week  of 
last  year,  and  as  working  expenses  are  lower 
ovring  to  tho  reduction  in  freights  and  tho 
cost  of  rice  (tho  staple  food  of  the  workers  on 
the  plantations),  the  reports  and  accounts  of 
the  various  tea  companies  aro  bound  to  show 
a -considerable  improvement  this  year.  Mer- 
chants state  that  there  is  a bigger  demand  now 
than  for  years  past  for  high-class  teas.  Somo 
Darjeclings  sold  last  week  on  the  wholesale 
market  at  7s.  Gd.  per  lb.,  and  some  Assams  at 
4s.  6jd. 

Coal  versus  Fruit, 

Protective  tariffs  invariably  give  rise  to 
struggles  between  different  industries,  and  in 
connection  with  the  new  Anglo-Spanisk  com- 
mercial treaty,  which  is  now  approaching 
completion,  a great  agitation  is  going  on  in 
Spain. 

Producers  of  fruit  and  wine  are  in  favour 
of  the  proposed  treaty,  which  will  facilitate 
trade  in  this  country  on  their  lines,  and  they 
regard  Britain  as  their  best  foreign  customer. 
One  of  the  clauses  of  the  treaty,  however, 
will  "permit  British  coal  to  be  imported  into 
Spain  at  a reduced  duty,  and  the  Spanish  coal- 
ownors  and  coalminers  have  combined  to  hold 
large  protest  meetings  at  which  those  present 
have  gone  so  far  as  to  pledge  themselves  not 
to  purchase  the  products  of  factories  using 
British  coal.  Spanish  coal  is  much  inferior 
to  both  British  and  German  coal,  and  as  these 
can  be  delivered  in  Spain  more  cheaply  than 
the  home-mined  coal,  uqless  they  aro  arti- 
ficially raised  in  price  by  a high  duty,  the 
interests  ot  the  Spanish  coalmining  industry 
are  in  direct  conflict  with  those  of  the  railways, 
shipping  concerns,  and  industrial  undertakings. 
Meanwhile,  Spanish  growers  are  complaining 
that  they  are  getting  very  poor  prices  for  their 
onions  and  pomegranates  shipped  abroad, 
hut  the  raisin  season  has  begun  well,  with 
comparatively  good  prices. 

More  Coal  Profits. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  the  coal  export 
trade  has  received  a fillip  from  the  American 
nnd  Canadian  demand  owing  to  the  recent 
American  coal  strike,  as  a result  of  which  a 
shortage  will  be  experienced  across  the  Atlantic 
for  several  months  to  come.  One  would  ex- 
pect the  reports  of  British  coalmining  com- 
panies as  they  appear,  which  necessarily  cover 
periods  terminating  some  months  or  weeks  ago, 
to  bo  specially  bad.  This  is  so  in  several  in- 
stances, although  many  of  the  big  coal  pro- 
ducing companies  are  also  iron  and  steel  con- 
cerns and  do  not  publish  their  figures  separately, 
80  that  n#ither  shareholders  nor  the  public  can 
fell  which  industry  is  bearing  tho  full  brunt 
°f  the  depression.  Now  and  again,  however, 
one  conics  across  a case  of  astonishing  colliery 
profits.  Two  such  instances  havo  occurred 
during  the  past  month.  Tho  Lothiah  Coal 
Company,  in  addition  to  its  dividend  of  20 
Per  cent.,  free  of  income  tax,  is  giving  its 
shareholders  ono  bonus  share  for  every  share 
dd  (an  additional  dividend  of  100  per  cent..), 
™uch  involves  the  distribution  of  £221,000. 

,at  *8  in  Scotland.  Now  a Yorkshire  com- 
Par>y,  Henry  Briggs,  Son,  and  Company,  issues 
! Recounts  for  tho  year  ended  Juno  30th 
showing  a profit  of  £103,400,  which  is 
a “lost  double  tho  profit  made  in  tho  previous 
year  of  £52,200.  The  dividend  is  accordingly 
Creased  from  7J  to  10  per  cent,  free  of  in- 
“°ine  tax,  and  the  sum  of  £30,000  is  placed 
0 reserve,  £7,800  more  being  carried  forward 
? noxfc  year.  In  1918,  shareholders  were 
aTth  000  k°nus  8haro  f°r  every  share  held, 
j ff16  dividend  of  10  per  cent,  is  oquiva- 
cCn  *°  ^ cent.  Of  course,  not  every  coal 
P®ny  is  earning  profits  liko  these  ; but  tho 


rich  company  pay3  tho  same  low  scale  of 
remuneration  as  tho  poor  company  in  tho 
samo  district.  The  coal  owners  are  not  going 
to  have  any  pooling,  thank  you,  but  see  to  it 
that  there  is  a levelling  downwards  of  wages 
to  meet  the  case  of  the  poorest  undertaking, 
to  enforco  which  the  present  Government,  it 
will  bo  recollected,  mobilised  armed  forces 
just  as  it  is  now  doing  against  tho  Turks. 

" Soft  Drinks," 

Tho  inventive  genius  of  man  is  such  that 
if  he  is  out  off  from  advancement  in  one  direc- 
tion, ho  procoeds  in  another.  We  havo 
noticed  this  quite  recently  *n  the  caso  of  tho 
wonderful  German  achievements  in  gliders  or 
motorless  aeroplanes.  To  pass  to  quite 
another  sphere,  prohibition  of  alcoholic  liquors 
in  tho  United  States  has  resulted  in  the  pre- 
paration of  fruit  and  other  drinks  of  delightful 
flavour,  which  has  developed  into  a great 
industry.  Ono  of  the  best-known  of  these 
American  “ soft  drinks  ” is  Coca  Cola  ; and 
lost  year  the  company  owning  that  syrup  sold 
no  less  than  16,000,000  gallons  of  it,  and  dis- 
tributed in  dividends  $2, 100,000,  or  something 
like  £500,000.  The  company  is  the  largest 
manufacturer  of  soft  drinks  in  the  United 
States,  and  claims  that  its  products  are  being 
retailed  by  300,000  different  dealers.  Out 
of  its  profits  it  is  now  building  three  now 
factories  in  Canadian  cities,  which  will  give 
it  a total  of  seventeen  factories  distributed 
geographically  throughout  North  America. 
The  company  is,  of  course,  an  enormous  con- 
sumer of  sugar,  and  it  shows  how  drastic 
tcmperanco  legislation  can  lead  to  tho  creation 
of  a new  industry. 


AGENDA  FOR  C.W.S. 

MEETINGS. 

AN  ELECTION  PROPOSAL. 


The  agenda  for  the  meetings  of  the  Wholesale  Society 
on  October  7th  and  14th  is  as  follows  : — 

1.  Admission  of  new  members. 

2.  Minutes  of  last  quarterly  meeting. 

3.  Committee's  report. 

4.  Balance  sheet  nnd  auditors'  report  for  the  half- 
year  ended  June  24tlr,  1922. 

5.  Declaration  os  to  the  elections  : — (a)  Committee; 
(b)  auditor. 

6.  Recommendations  of  committee 

(a)  That  we  approve  the  action  of  the  committee 
in  paying  out  of  the  reserve  fund  the  following 
donation  : — £100  to  the  Sir  W.  Maxwell  Testi- 
monial Fund. 

7.  Notices  of  motion  from — 

(a)  Derby  Provident,  Leicester,  Northampton,  Not- 
tingham, Peterborough  Equitable  Industrial, 
and  Wellingborough  Industrial  Co-operative 
Societies  Limited  : " That  the  sum  of  £100  be 
granted  to  tho  Midland  Sectional  Annual  Joint 
Exhibition  and  Demonstration.'' 

(b)  Gateshead  Industrial,  Arlington  Industrial, 
Windy  Nook  nnd  District,  and  Newbiggin  and 
District  Co-operative  Societies  Limited  : '-'  That 
in  the  opinion  of  t It  is  meeting  it  is  desirable 
that  a person  should  not  he  declared  elected 
to  the  C.W.S,  directorate  unless  he  has  received 
a clear  majority  of  the  total  votes  cast  in  the 
election,  and  therefore  instructs  tho  directors 

' to  prepare  a echem?  which  shall  secure  this 
object,  and  submit  it  to  the  next  quarterly 
meeting.” 

(c)  Burton-on-Trenl  Co-operative  Society  Limited  : 

" That  the  next  divisional  meeting  in  the 
midland  district  be  hold  at  Bur  ton-oil -Trent." 

1.  Amendments  to  Item  No.  7 (b)  on  the  business 
paper  : — 

(a)  Torquay  Co  operative  Society  Limited  : " De- 
lete all  the  words  after  ' desirable ' and  sub- 
stitute the  following  words  : — ' That  elections 
of  C.W.S.  directors  shall  lie  taken  by  the 
method  known  as  the  alternative  vote,  as  advo- 
cated by  tho  Proportional  Representation 
Society.’  x' 

(b)  Oldham  Industrial  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  : 

" That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is 
dcsirablo  that  election  to  the  C.W.S.  directorate 
should  be  decided  by  the  method  of  proportional 
representation,  and,  therefore,  instructs  the 
directors  to  lake  the  necessary  stops  to  put  tho 
scheme  into  operation." 

2.  Proposal  arising  out  of  Item  No.  8 on  the  business 
paper 

Guildford  and  District  Industrial  Co-operative 
Society  Limited  : “ That  Hie  next  divisional 
meeting  for  tho  London  district  commence  at- 
10-30  a.ni." 


A WARLESS  WORLD. 


The  Friends'  Peace  Committee  lias 
issued  on  behalf  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
(Quakers)  in  England  and  America  an 
appeal  which  is  addressed  to  the  Churches 
of  Christ  throughout  the  world.  Tho 
appeal  is  to  Christians  everywhere  to  take 
the  lead  in  a great  crusade  for  a warless 
world.  The  document  begins  by  pointing 
to  the  double  ohoice  that  faces  Christianity 
to-day;  ‘‘We  see  two  paths  before  us. 
One  leads  inevitably  to  another  war  1>3T 
renewed  preparedness ; tho  other  begins 
with  a complete  rejection  of  war  and  of  all 
preparations  for  it."  The  document  urges 
that  " the  most  pressing  reform  of  our 
time  is  to  abolish  war,”  to  accomplish 
which  the  Christian  Church,  "in  practice 
and  profession  must  condemn  the  whole 
system  of  war  . , . relying  upon  tho 

awnkonod  conscience  of  mankind." 


Lknnoxtown  (established  in  1812)  and 
Sheeniess  (1816)  are  now  joined  by  Lark- 
hall  (1821),  so.  that  the  existing  societies 
which  have  survived  for  a century  have 
now  become  a trinity,  with  Scotland  the 
predominant  partner. 

Larkhall  Victualling  Society  completed 
its  century  last  year,  but  celebrations  were 
put  off  till  Saturday  last,  when  the  first  of 
the  festivities  were  carried  through. 

Larkhall  is  a Lanarkshire  village — the 
largest  village  in  Scotland — of  16,000 
inhabitants.  A hundred  years  ago  the 
population  was  only  about  one  thousand, 
and  the  weavers  predominated. 

Those  old  weavers  I Fenwick,  Bridge- 
ton,  Larkhall,  Rochdale  ! Everywhere  thev 
wove  a web  of  romanoe  into  the  drab 
existence  to  which  the  industrial  revolu- 
tion, for  a time  at  least,  condemned  them. 

The  weavers  of  Lnrkhall — or  Laverock- 
hall,  to  give  it  its  more  musical  name — 
were  pioneers  in  their  days.  They  formed 
their  Weavers'  Friendly  Society  in  1809. 
In  1816  they  formed  the  first  Building 
Society  to  function  on  a co-operative 
system,  tlhe  first  Building  Society  in  Scot- 
land. In  1821  they  established  their 
Victualling  Society,  whose  members  are 
now  privileged  to  look  back  upon  the 
society's  records  of  a century  of  achieve- 
ment. They  had  inspiration  fop  their 
effort  in  co-operative  distribution,  for 
Bridgeton,  where  a co-operative  society 
was  established  in  1800,  was  not  at  a great 
distance,  and  Robert  Owen’s  store  was 
being  carried  on  to  the  great  advantage  of 
the  people  of  New  Lanark,  while  Owen’s 
propaganda  was  also  beginning  to  take 
effect. 

Early  Discipline. 

When  the  little  society  came  into  being 
in  1821  its  members  only  numbered 
eighteen.  In  1836  there  were  still  only 
twenty-two.  These  members  were  bound 
by  Articles  of  Association.  No  member 
could  plead  ignorance  of  the  constitution, 
rules,  or  objects  of  the  society,  for  every 
applicant  for  membership  (who  had  to  be 
a person  of  good  moral  character  and  over 
eighteen  years  of  age,  unless  the  eldest 
son  of  a widow),  had  to  appear  before  the 
committee  (managers  they  were  called)  to 
have  the  articles  read  over ' to  him,  and 
had  to  sign  them  as  assenting  to  them. 

That  was  perhaps  n useful  disciplinary 
measure,  for  the  articles  made  some 
binding  conditions.  A member  who 
refused  to  serve  on  the  committee,  if 
elected,  was  fined  half-a-crown ; a member 
of  the  committee  absent  from  a meeting 
of  the  committee,  or  not  attending  punc- 
tually, was  fined  sixpence.  Any  member 
could  consult  the-  committee  minutes,  but 
had  to  pay  " the  clerk  ” sixpence  for  any 
extract  of  a minute  required.  A member 
of  the  society  who  disclosed  its  business 
was  fined  a shilling,  and  any  officer  of  the 
society  guilty  of  a similar  offence  was 
fined  half-a-crown. 

One  of  the  articles  is  worthy  of  note 
to-day.  It  prescribed  " That  every  mem- 
ber shall  be  bound  to  purchase  the  whole 
of  his  goods  from  the  society  which  he  may 
require  for  the  use  of  his  family";  and  it 
wont  on  to  prescribe  further  that  any 
member  found  guilty  of  failing  to  do  so 
" shall  lose  his  proportion  of  the  profits 
on  the  two  speeding  balances,  and  if 
found  guilty  a second  time  the  managers 
shall  have  no  alternative  but  to  exclude 
him  from  the  society." 

Disposal  of  Profits. 

For  capital  each  member  had  to  pay 
£1  Is.  or  entry  raonev,  but  no  one  could 
hold  more  than  one  snare.  The  intention 
of  blie  society  was  “ by  no  means  to  accu- 
mulate money,”  but  the  articles  laid  it 
down  that  if  any  money  should  be  made  it 
should  go  "to  stock”  till  the  society  had 
enough  to  enable  it  to  carry  on  its  business. 
Til©  society’s  business  was  to  buy  what  its 
members  required,  and,  sell  the  goods  at 
the  lowest  possible  price  the  profits  going 
to  increase  the  value  of  the  shares.  A 
provision  was  made  later  for  the  reduction 
of  the  value  of  the  shares  held  by  those 
longest  in  the  society  so  that  the  shares 
might  be  brought  nearly  to  equal  value ; 
but  no  profits  were  returned  in  cash  to 
members  unless  in  the  case  of  a member 
leaving  the  scciet^. 

Queer  Customs. 

Tho  shilling  paid  in  with  the  £1  for 
entrance  money  went,  it  appears,  to  pro- 
vide a dram  for  tho  managers  and  the 
new  member.  In  those  early  days,  accord- 
ing to  the  oldest  inhabitant,  Campbelltown 
whisky,  sold  bv  the  society,  cost  only  3d.  a 
gill  (or  a noggin),  and  lie  has  recalled  to 
the  society’s  historian  that  then  "six  men 
could  have  a good  night  on  a shillin’.” 

Larkhall  committeemen  were  allowed  a 
dram  at  their  meetings.  It  was  the  only 
pay  they  got,  and  with  the  price  down  to 
3d.  a gill,  a shilling  would  almost  cover 
tho  expenses  of  the  meeting.  Besides,  a 
dram  was  dispensed  to  all  the  members 
at  the  close  of  the  ordinary  meetings. 
There  was  another  feature,  which  a 
Sassenach  might  be  expected  to  regard  ns 
unfailing  propaganda  in  Scotland.  The 


October  quarterly’  meeting,  almost  from 
the  beginning  of  • the  society,  instructed 
the  managers  to  give  each  member  lialf-n- 
gallon  of  whisky  for1  the  New  Year.  Prices 
changed,  and  the  half-gallon  became  a 
pint.  Opposition  wus  frequently  raised  to 
the  practice,  but  the  opposition  was 
invariably  voted  down  till  1892,  when  the 
society  voluntarily  surrendered  its  license. 

The  above  features  of  the  society  are 
mentioned  to  show  how  the  old  institution 
differed  from  most  other  co-operative 
societies. 

There  were  other  peculiar  features. 
The  society’s  officials  included,  besides  the 
committee  (managers)  and  a salesman 
whose  functions  are  obvious,  a “ pur- 
chaser,’’.who  was  elected  to  do  the  society’s 
buying;  a " prizer,”  who  fixed  the  prices 
at  which  the  goods  he  tested  were  to  be 
sold;  a "clerk,”  who  was  simply  the 
secretary ; and  an  officer,  whose  job  it  was 
to  go  round  and  tell  the  members,  or  the 
managers,  when  and  where  a meeting  was 
to  be  held.  The  salesman,  seventy  years 
ago,  had  17s.  a week ; the  purchaser  got 
7s.  6d.  a week ; the  clerk  had  £4  10s.  a 
year;  the  officer  had  £1  15s.  a year;  and 
the  prizer  9d.  per  week.  These  were 
official  salaries,  but  the  committee  some- 
times rose  to  an  appreciation  of  good  work 
well  done,  and  the  minutes  of  the  society 
record  the  committee’s  decision  on  one 
occasion  " to  give  the  • officer,  Gavin 
Struthers,  a new  bonnet  and  a pair  of 
trousers  as  a present  ” ; while  on  another 
occasion  they  decided  to  present  him  with 
a pair  of  shoes  or  their  equivalent. 

A Co-operative  Spirit. 

The  founders  of  the  society  were  perhaps 
lacking  in  what  we  would  regard  as  co- 
operative ideals  to-day,  but  the  sense  of 
mutual  interest  and  tho  value  of  collective 
effort  permeated  them  and  directed  their 
course.  “ Prompted  by  a spirit  of  mutual 
interest,”  they  said  in  the  proamble  to 
their  articles,  and  " viewing  with  serious 
concern  the  many  disadvantages  they  are 
under  in  purchasing  the  necessaries  of 
life  ” they  resolved  to  alleviate  their  cir- 
cumstances as  far  as  in  their  power.  The 
same  preamble  declared  the  Larkhall 
Victualling  Society  to  be  " formed  for  tho 
laudable  purpose  cf  procuring  tbe  neces- 
saries of  life  from  the  first  markets  and 
on  the  lowest  terms.”  The  Friendly 
Society  of  the  Larkhall  weavers  showed  a 
co-operative  instinct.  So,  too,  did  the  old 
Building  Society,  which  was  the  precursor 
of  others.  Twenty  years  before  the  Vic- 
tualling Society  came  into  existence 
there  were  100  houses  in  Larkhall.  Now 
there  are  3,300,  " mostly  owned  by  the 
tenants  themselves,”  thanks  to  the  Build- 
ing Societies.  During  the  fruit  season, 
the  price  of  brass  being  high,-  the 
society,  in  a co-operative  spirit,  lent  brass 
pans  to  the  wives  of  members  for  the 
making  of  jams  and  jellies.  The  society 
held  shares  in  the  local  Gas  Company ; it 
took  an  active  part  in  the  provision  of 
wells  in  the  village ; it  decreed  in  1894  that 
salesmen  should  "weigh  out  tea  with  a 
bag  on  the  opposite  scale” — a provision 
which  has  since  become  universal,  thanks, 
perhaps,  to  the  Larkhall  example  and  tho 
push  of  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary 
Committee. 

Rochdale  Plan  Adopted. 

It  was  not  till  1892  that  the  society 
decided  to  adopt  the  Rochdale  system  of 
distributing  profits  on  purchases,  and  tho 
usefulness  of  the  society,  as  reflected  in 
increased  membership  and  trade,  has 
grown  considerably  since.  In  1885  the 
society  joined  the  Wholesale,  and  has  been 
a consistently  loyal  member.  The  early 
training  of  the  members  in  personal  loyalty 
has  stood  in  good  stead,  for  tbe  average 
purchases  per  member  in  the  centenary 
year  were  £2  Is.  103d.  per  week.  If  our 
four-and-a-halif  million  members  through- 
out the  country  rose  to  that  pitch  of 
loyalty  it  would  mean  nine  millions  pc-r 
week,  468  millions  a year,  work  on 
full-time  for  every  existing  co-operative 
factory,  a demand  for  more  factories,  ami 
employment  for  another  army  of  workers. 

Crude  though  its  early  conception  of  co- 
operation may  have  been  in  tbe  light  of 
wider  experience,  the  Victualling  Society 
has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  century’s 
achievements.  It  has'  kept  going  for  ono 
thing.  It  has  progressed  all  the  time 
Its  progress  has  been  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. It  is  stronger  now  than  ever  it  was. 
and  it  closed  its  hundredth  year  with  2,433 
members,  who  held  £80,324  of  capital, 
doing  a trade  of  £275,778.  and  distributing 
£40,673  of  profits.  Larkhall  is  a mining 
village;  it  has  had  its  strikes  and  its  un- 
employment ; it  has  lost  mo/iey  in  the 
City  of  Glasgow  Bank  collapse;  and  so  it 
has  had  its  difficulties  in  plenty,  and 
although  another  society  has  flourished  in 
the  village  since  1879 — when  it  was  estab- 
lished because  the  older  society  sold 
drink — the  Victualling  Society  can  cele- 
brate its  centenary  with  pride  and  zeal. 

[For  the  details  of  the  Victualling 
Society  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  Mr.  R. 
A.  Bulloch,  the  writer  of  the  Sooiety’s 
Centenary  History. — Ed.,  " C.  N."] 
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A CENTENARY 
HISTORY. 

Another  his- 
torical record  of 
immense  value  is 
now  available  to 
students  of  co- 
operation. “ The 
Centenary  Sou- 
venir of  the  Lark- 
hall  Victualling 
Society  Limited, 
1821-1921,”  by 
Robert  Bulloch,  is 
intended  as  a 
jubilee  gift  to  the 

Mr.  Robert  Bulloch,  members  of  the 
society,  but  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  ample  provision  has  been  made 
for  review  copies  for  the  press,  and  for  compli- 
mentary copies,  for  public  and  co-operative 
libraries.  The  historian  has  been  at  a dis- 
advantage, for  the-  minutes  of  the  society  for 
the  first  twenty-five  years  are  not  available, 
having  perished;  it  is  believed,  in  the  great  fire 
at  the  S.C.W.S.,  Morrison-street,  Glasgow,  in 
1911. 

Mr.  Bulloch  is  a native  of  Larkhall.  The 
history  contains  a photograph  of  liis  grand- 
father, who  was  on  the  committee  in  1838  ; and 
his  father  was  also  a member  of  the  society. 
He  is  full  of  Larkhall  traditions ; intensely 
interested  in  co-operation — the  secretary  of 
the  Scottish  Men’s  Guild — and  familiar  with 
the  problems  that  would  affect  the  old  society. 
He  has  made  a painstaking  search  through  the 
minutes  available,  and  he  has  been  fortunate 
inasmuch  as  Maxwell’s  “ History  of  Co-opera- 
tion in  Scotland  ” devoted  a chapter  to  the 
society,  which  Sir  William  was  able  to  compile 
from  the  original  minutes  before  the  fire 
referred  to  occurredi 

The  local  history  oi  Larkhall,  its  industries, 
its  interests,  its  celebrities,  and  its  surroundihgs 
are  dealt  with  as  only  a native  could  have 
dealt  with  them.  The  history  has  placed  on 
record  the  chief  events  in  the  society’s  liistory  ; 
and  his  extracts  from  the  minutes  clearly  indi- 
cate the  trend  of  thought  among  the  old  mem- 
bers of  the  society.  The  society  was  peculiar 
in  its  conception  and  in  its  constitution,  and 
Mr.  Bulloch  brings  out  thess  peculiarities  fully. 
He  recognises  efforts  to  handle  problems,  and 
he  is  able  also  to  portray  the  humour  of  some 
of  the  old-time  methods — if  they  can  be 
described  as  old-time  methods,  since  they 
obtained  till  1892.  His  chapter  on  Larkhall 
poets  will  introduce  many  co-operators  to  Mr. 
W.  Gallacher,  of  the  S.C.W.S.,  in  a new  role ; 
and  his  examples  of  Mr.  Gallacher’s  poetry  will 
almost  make  the  reader  long  for  more. 

Mr.  Bulloch  has  done  a useful  piece  of  work, 
and  his  book  of  200  pages  makes  pleasant 
reading — which  cannot  be  said  of  all  histories. 


SOME  ENTERTAINING 
NOVELS. 


is.  Ward,  Lock,  and  Co.  (Warwick 
House,  Salisbury-square,  London,  E.C.4) 
maintain  their  reputation  for  light  reading  in 
“ The  Man  Who  was  Two,”  by  Fred  M.  White, 
and  “ The  Treasure  of  Christophe,”  by  Ottwell 
Binns ; 7s.  each; 

There  are  no  stops,  compulsory  or  by  re- 
quest, in  “The  Man  Who  was  Two.”  Fred 
M.  White  is  the  author,  and  ho  gives  his  readers 
np  rest  until  he  is  finally  through  with  his 
story.  Raymond  Mallison  is  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  attempted  murder,  and  being  unable 
to  prove  his  innocence  is  sentenced  to  five 
years’  penal-servitude.  He  makes  a dramatio 
escape  from  Princetown,  and,  with  the  aid  of 
Roy  Gilctte,  who  is  as  sharp  as  any  razor-blade, 
and  is  the  real  hero  of  the  story,  sets  about 
finding  the  man  who  “ did  it  on  him.”  They 
run  him  to  earth  eventually,  and  he  proves  to 
bo  one  named  Julien  Barros,  posing  as  Don 
Argo  Marno,  Mallison’s  grandfather.  Barros 
is  all  that  a scoundrel  should  be,  and  displays 
much  cleverness  in  weaving  webs  for  unsus- 
pecting victims.  Ho  nearly  succeeds  in  re- 
moving all  obstacles  (human  and  otherwise)  to 
old  Marne's  millions,  and  why  he  did  not  must 
lie  left  to  the  reader  of  the  story  to  find  out  for 
himself.  It  is  quite  a good  tale,  but  the  work- 
manship might  have  been  better.  Repetition 
of  sentences  in  succeeding  chapters  suggests 
that  in  the  writing  of  the  story  speed  has  not 
been  tho  last  consideration. 


There  are  no  orthodox  pirates  in  “ The 
Treasure  of  Christophe,”  but  the  story  contains 
all  the  thrills  usually  associated  with  a treasure 
hunt,  in  addition  to  an  absorbing  description 
of  a barbaric  Vaudoux  ceremony.  From  the 
first  chapter,  when  Sebastian  Durocq  kills 
himself  by  leaping  from  a moving  train,  and 
the  papers  concerning  the  treasure,  reported  to 
be  worth  fifteen  million?,  get  into  the  liands  of 
Boyd  Wayland  and  Evan  Chilworth,  to  the 
end  of  the  book)  the  action- is  never  slow.  The 
scene  of  the  story  is  laid  in  Hayti,.  where  the 
negro  rides,  and  Wayland  and  Chilworth,.  who 
have  set  themselves  the  task  of  securing  the 
treasure  for  Durocq’s  sister,  meet  with  many 
disturbing  experiences.  A cultured  negro, 
Jean  Salvat,  who  is  also  anxious  to  obtain  the 
treasure,  is  an  unscrupulous  rogue,  and  is  pre- 
pared to  go  to  any  length  to  attain  liis  ends. 
He  is  eontinually  outwitted,  however,  and  the 
story  finishes  as  most  people  like  stories  to 
end;  The  love  element  is  not  overlooked,  and 
Mr.  Ottwell  Binns  finds  opportunity  to  weavo 
into  the  story  some  attractive  descriptions  of 
the  tropical  scenery  of  the  West  Indies. 


THE  QUESTION  OF  POLITICS. 

WHAT  READERS  THINK  ON  THE  SUBJECT. 


Liberty. 

Sir. — Mr.  Greening,  in  spite  of  his  years, 
is  well  able  to  take  care  or  himself;  but  it 
seems  a pity  that  he  should  be  left  in 
pathetic  solitude  to  fight  for  liberty  of  con- 
science within  tho  ro-operativo  movement. 
For  it  is  no  less  than  that'  we  are  being 
asked  to  sunrender  in  these  democratic  days. 
The  “ Staff  Chronicle  ” of  the  London  Co- 
operative- Society  informs  its  readers,  that 
“ the  C.W.S.  have  decided  to  dispense  with 
alii  eligible  employees  who  are  not  trade 
unionists  on  on  before  December.  20th,  1922.’’ 
In  mediieval  times  the  body  was  tortured 
to  gain  acquiescence  to  a particular  doctrine, 
and  then  burnt  to  save  the  soul.  Modern 
methods  are  only  a trifle  more  delicate — 
they  would  rob  the  individual  of  his  means 
of  livelihood,  and  reduce  the  power  of  resist- 
ance by  starvation.  The  Russians  are  more 
merciful  ;:  they  shoot*  people  who  object  to 
Bolshevist  rule. 

A co-operator  subscribes  to  the  formula, 
“ In  all  things,  essential.  Unity  ” ; but  what 
are  things  essential?  Are  they  not  rather 
spiritual  attributes,  such  as  fellowship  and 
goodwill,  than  material  considerations,  such 
as  Free  Trade  and  Britain  for  the  British  ? 
And  these  essentials  are  to  be  found  in  vary- 


A dish  to  surprise 

the  children 

How  to  serve  something  new — how  to  make  a sweet  that  will  be 
different  from  the  usual  milk  puddings  and- stewed  fruit — is  an  ever 
present  problem  to  thousands  of  women. 

Here  is  a new  dish  that  will  be  a delightful  surprise  for  the 
children.  It  is  as  easily  made  as  it  is  delicious.  As  its  name  implies 
it  is  a combination  of  cream  with  fruit  jelly,  and  its  taste  is  a 
fascinating  blend  of  the  two. 

• CREAM  JELLIES. 

Ingredients. 

r pint  of  jelly.  £ pint  of  water, 

i tin  of  Libby's  Evaporated  (Liquid)  Milk. 

Method. 

Dissolve  the  jelly  in  the  half-pint  of  hot  water  (not  boiling). 

When  jelly  has  dissolved  stir  in  half  tin  of  Libby's  Evaporated 
Milk — cold — keep  stirring  until  well  mixed. 

Turn  into  a mould"  aud  leave  to  set — which  will  take  less 
than  an  hour. 

The  following  flavours  are  delirious-  made  with  Libby’s 
Evaporated  Milk — Raspberry,  Strawberry,  and  Black  Currant. 

Jelly  Crystals  can  be  used,  but  not  with  such  good  results. 

For  cooking,  or  wherever  you  want  milk,  dilute  Libby’s 
Evaporated  Milk  with  one-and-a-half  times  as  much  water. 
Wherever  you  want  cream  use  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  undiluted. 
Get  a supply  of  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  from  your  grocer  to-day, 
but  be  sure  to  insist  on  Libby’s — the  “ Blue  and  White  Pyramid 
Label." 

If  you  want  a sweetened  milk,  use  Libby’s  Condensed  Milk  (Red 
and  White  Pyramid  Label),  which  has  the  same  rich  quality  and 
absolute  purity  with  just  cane,  sugar  added  for  sweetening. 

Let  your  grocer  be  your  milkman. 

For  a lariely  of  new  and.  wholesome  Milk  Dish  Recipes, 
write  f r our  free  booklet,  “ Finer  Flavoured  Milk  Dishes.”- 

Libby,  McNeill  &.  Libby,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  B),  London,  E.C.  3. 


ing  proportions  iu  every  political  party  1 
trade  unionism  essential?  Yes,  iu  >,0  18 

it  contributes  to  fellowship  and  goodwill 
Wage  disputes,  strikes,  and  political  prori' 
ganda  for  specific  benefits  are  not  conduct’ 

10  fellowship  and-  goodwill,  and,  like  pr  * 

Trade  and  other  material  objectives,  mu!? 
be  classed  as  yet  as  “ things  doubtful  ’> 
Towards  these  the  co-operator  maintuius 
attitude  of  liberty.  a‘ 

Tile  desire  to  confine  all  men’-  n,j,i 
within  defined  creeds  and  dogmas  bis 
attracted1  authorities.,  and  even  reTonncrs 
all  ages.  Churches  tried! and  failed  ; Govern 
men  Ur,  as  represented  by  Cromwell.  U,,)^  ‘ 
pierre,  and  Lenin,  tried,  and  they,  too 
failed.  Let  co-operators  profit  from  tlin 
experience,  of.  the  past. — Yours,  &t\, 

* ■ Veru.  Sap. 

11  Cock-sure  Tyrants.” 

Sir, — Mr.  Como  (Coventry)  appears  to 
be  one  of  those  who  think  that  public 
political  expression-  among  co-operators 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  the  " Cc-^ 
operative  News,”  unless  it  be  in  conformity 
with  the  views  he  thinks  they  ought  to 
hold.  He  is  11  amazed  at  the  editor’s 

seeming  tenderness  for  Mr.  Greening's 
opinions.”  Cock-sure- tyrants  of  his  type 
have  - unfortunately  for  humanity,  existed 
in  all  ages  and  in- all  climes.  Mr.’  Cbrrie'k 
sneer  over  Mr..  Greening’s  old  age  is  in 
keeping  with  his  narrow  mind'.— Yours, 

•n..  t—  * • D-  Martin. 

14;  Kingscote-rond,  W.l,  Sept.  .’10th. 

Pay  for  Your  Party. 

Sir,  — Why  is  it  that  so-called’ 
‘‘advanced  ” men  cannot  or  will  not. 
allow  freedom  of  thought  and  expression 
of  ORinion  in  their  own  press?  Mr.  Carrie 
is  amazed  at  your  courtesy  and  toleration 
for  Mr.  Greening's  views,  and  thinks  some 
of  that  gentleman’s  views  deplorable.  It 
is  more  deplorable  to  see  such  rancour  and 
bias  exhibited  by.  ‘‘advanced  ’ and. 
enlightened  politicians.  When  I wa« 
younger,.  I took  pride  in-  supporting  my. 
political  opinion-  out  of  my  own  pocket  and 
rejoiced  that  my  party  scorned  Liberal  and 
Tory  gold.  The  generation  of  to-day  seems 
to  have  lost  that  spirit  of  independence. 
Any  gaseous  minority  can  out-bellmv  and 
pack  a meeting  and  carry  by  votes  their 
particular  view;  but  they  are  not  sports- 
men or  Honest  enough  to  ask  such  financial 
help  by  a post-card  ballot  of  all  the 
members.  There  is-  more  in  the  movement 
that  is  vitally  deplbrable  than  Mr.  Green- 
ing’s viewpoint — a view  to  which  he  is 
justly  entitled  and  at  liberty  to  express — 
and  tli at  is,  the  tendency  of  a raucous- 
voiced and  small-holding,  minority  to  obtain 
the  financial  assistance  of  the  majority 
who  do  not-  agree  with  them. — Yours,  &c., 

Ayr,  September  30th.  J.  N. 

Mr.  Greaning's  Wrong  Bases. 

Sir, — Are  the  bases  of.  co-operation  in 
danger  through  political' activities  ? 

| The  answer  depends  upon  the  outlook  and 
! motive  of  the  individual  putting  the  query. 
Mr.  E.  O.  Greening,  taking  up  the  line  of 
I the  timid  investor,  says  yes!  If  for  mere 
i immediate  benefit  (e.g.,  dividend)  probably 
: so;  especially  while  the  masses  of  co-opera- 
J tors  absorb  capitalist  ideology,  think  in  line 
1 with  the  oapitalist  system,  or  otherwise  fail 
to  understand  the  sinister  attacks  made  on 
1 the  movement  by  the  capitalist  class,  hut 
after  considering  all  these  things  in  the  last 
! analysis,  I must  say  no ! to  the  query. 

In  the  history  of  every  'institution  new 
phases  have  arisen;  conditions  change;  the 
social  system  is  always  changing.  From  the 
date  of.  a great  historic  event,  which  took 
place  recently,  and  which,  by  the  way.  Mr. 
Greening  has  often  criticised,  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  in  this  country  and  others, 
took  upon  a new  significance  in  the  eyes  of 
the  capitalist  class.  It  is  a menace  to  their 
dominant  position  in  society. 

Tho  Russian  Revolution,  which  was  the 
outcome  of  centuries  of  oppression,  was  ren- 
dered possible  and  successful  by  the  ma- 
chinery of  -the  Russian  co-operative  move- 
ment in  the  hands  of  people  with  an  ideal— 
a vision  of  freedom.  Lenin,  in  one  of  his 
first  works  on  the  revolution,  makes  this 
admission. 

Now  we  begin  to  see  method  in  the  attacks 
of  the  capitalist  class  on  the  co-operative 
movements  in  England,  Ireland  (creameries 
— not  by  coincidence),  Italy,  and,  in  a 
smaller  degree,  France.  The  direct  hue 
of  attack  upon  the  movement  in  this  country 
was  taken  up  by  the  Federation  of  British 
Industries — another  economic  organisation. 
This  organisation,  we  nre  told  bv  their  press, 
represents  the  industries  of  the  nation. 
What  it  really  represents  is  the  profits  made 
out  of  the  nation's  industries.  Along  with 
the  banking  interests,  it  operates  through 
Parliament,  Chambers  of  Commerce,  nnu 
last,  but  not  least,  the  press.  , 

The  co-operative  movement  is  attacked 
socially,  politically,  and  economically.  It 
attacked  from  within  by  its  own  member 
who  swallow  the  dope.  The  privatelv-ownea 
press  never  loses  an  opportunity  of  throwing 
the  limelight  of  misrepresentation  on  tu 
movement.  Are  we  then,  in  the  *aoe.r 
these  facts,  to  sit  idly  by,  and,  as  • ■ 
Greening  and  others  advise,  refuse  to  UK 
in  the  political  field?  It  is  the  only  Pa 
in  which  we  can  fight,  and  whether  we  hg 
or  not.  wo  shall  ba  attacked. — Yours,  , < ■< 

October  1st,  1922.  A.  Comiiie. 


[This  correspondence  must  cease 
present. — Ed.,  ‘‘C.  N.”L 


for  th3 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


INTERNATIONAL  co-operative  alliance 

EXECUTIVE  MEET  AT  ESSEN. 


the  WAR  MENACE  : CALL  TO  THE  WHOLE 

MOVEMENT. 


MINERS  AND  THE  COAL  CONSUMER. 

HIGHER  WAGES  NEED  NOT  MEAN  HIGHER  PRICES. 


THE  TOLL  OF  THE  MIDDLEMAN. 


BY  A.  W.  HUMPHREY. 


(FROM  H.  J.  MAY.) 


Particular  interest  attaches  •to  the  moct- 
jpgs  of  t ho  executive  of  the  J.CJ.A.  at  Essen, 
•wiiioli  were  held  on  September  30th  and 
October  1st,  and  are  the  first  meetings  of 
•international  co- operation  held  iu  Germany 
since  the  great  confliot.  The  meeting  together 
of  the  representatives  of  even  nine  of  the 
nations  composing  the  Alliance  was  under 
all  the  circumstances  on  event  of  importance. 

Need  less  to  say  the  German  co-operators  at  . 
Essen  led  by  the  general  seoretary  of  the  Union 
at  Hamburg,  and  ably  supported  by  Direotor 
Jlorkus,  of  Essen,  laid  themselves  out  to  give 
a welcome  to  the  delegates  which  was  as 
hospitable  as  it  was  unostentatious  Without 
elaboration  or  fuss,  but  in  genuine  co-opera- 
tive pride,  they  displayed  the  features  of  their 
.town  and  its  activities. 

When  the  executive  met  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing. Mr.  Goedliart  presided,  and  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  A.  Whitehead  and  E.  Poisson  (vice' 
presidents) ; Sir  T.  W.  Allen,  W.  Gregory 
(Great  Britain) ; H.  Kaufmann  (Germany) ; 
Dr.  A.  Suter  (Switzerland)  ; Victor  Serwy 
(Belgium) ; and  E.  Lustig  (Czccho-Slovakia). 
The  urgent  business  of  the  Swedish  Government 
prevented  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Anders  Oerne 
.(Minister  of  Transport). 

At  the  beginning  of  the  business,  Mr.  A.  B. 
Kiss  in  (Russia)  was  admitted  to  the  meeting  as 
a consultative  member  nominated  by  the 
Moscow  “ Centrosoyus.”  Mr.  A.  Gugushvili 
.(Georgia  Union)  was  also  invited  to  assist 
at  the  discussion  of  matters  connected  with 
the  report  of  the  delegation  to  GeoFgia,  con- 
sisting of  himself  and  Victor  Senvy. 

The  agenda  was  a lull  one,  as  no  meeting 
had  been  held  since  April  at  Milan,  while 
several  matters  of  urgent  importance  liad  been 
negotiated.  The  first  question  of  general 
interest  was  the  decisionio  attempt  to  establish 
a universal  “ Co-joperators’  Day,”  corre- 
sponding in  spirit  and  distinction  to  the  “ May 
Day’’  of  Sooialism,  but  entirely  independent 
of  it.  The  discussion  revealed  some  diver- 
gence of  view  as  to  the  time  and  method  of 
its  application.  Eventually  all  were  rallied 
to  the  support  of  an  effort  to  establish  the 
first  (Saturday  in  July  as  the  Co-operators’ 
Day. 

The  policy  of  international  co-operation  has 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  and  correspon- 
dence with  the  nations  since  the  Allied  and 
Kcutr.tl  Conference  at  Paris  in  1919,  and  at 
Basic  Congress,  was  the  Bubject  of  important 
papers  by  Anders  Oerne  (Sweden)  and  Albert 
Thomas  (France).  These  papers  in  their  turn 
have  been  the  subject  of  report  by  the  various 
national  representatives,  all  of  whom  givo 
them  general  approval,  but  one  of  which  adds 
the  trenchant  criticism  that  “ the  proposals 
would  ameliorate  some  present  evils  but  would 
not  supplant  private  capitalism  which  it  is  the 
aim  of  co-operation  to  do.”  A sub-committee 
was  appointed  to  consider  the  whole  matter, 
and  to  present  a formulated  statement  of 
policy  to  the  next  meeting. 

Next  International  Congress. 

An  item  of  great  interest  was  the  invitation 
of  the  Belgian  Union  to  hold  the  next  Inter- 
national Congress  at  Ghent  in  1924,  in  con- 
nection with  the  jubilee  of  co-operation  in 
- The  Yooruit  ” and  the  International  Ex- 
position of  Co-operative  and  Social  Works 
which  is  being  organised  by  the  Ghent  co- 
operators.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
recommend  the  Central  Committee  to  accopt 
fhe  Belgian  invitation,  and  there  is  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  recommendation  will  bo 
adopted.  In  principle  it  was  decided  also  to 
Participate  in  the  International  Exhibition, 
but  the  practical  side  of  this  matter  will  be 
dealt  with  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  executive, 
Which  may  bo  held  in  Ghent  with  the  object 
°f  settling  details  “ on  the  spot.” 

The  full  report  of  the  delegation  which 
Visited  Russia  in  Eebruary-March  last  was 
leadily  adopted  with  some  signs  of  recognition 
of  the  work  which  had  entered  into  its  produc- 
er*. the  problem  was  as  to  its  circulation. 

le  question  of  publication  as  a volume  of 
8pneral  interest  was  considered  and  aban- 
doned. It  iH  too  voluminous  for  publication 
10  “ Bulletin,”  but  arrangements  will  bo 

e to  place  a nuinbor  of  copies  at  the  dis- 
1°  , °f  those  roally  interested,  and  at  a 
Moderate  price. 


The  report  of  the  Georgian  delegation  gave 
rise  to  a lengthy  and  animated  discussion 
Victor  Serwy  submitted  his  written  report 
.in  a speech  of  vigorous  phrasing,  sincere  con- 
viction, and  feeling,  which,  in  spite  of  the 
equally  eloquent  response  of  Mr.  Kissin  (the 
Russian  representative),  who  defended  the 
Soviet  authorities  from  the  charges  against 
them  contained  in  the  report,  left  the  execu- 
tive no  alternative  but  to  accept  the  report, 
and  heartily  thank  Victor  Serwy  for  his 
patience  and  industry  in  the  investigation 
under  very  difficult  circumstances. 

Mr.  Kissin  entered  a formal  protest  against 
the  contents  of  the  report,  and  promised  n 
considered  reply  from  “ Centrosoyus  ” in  a 
few  weeks'  time.  More  will  undoubtedly  be 
heard  of  the  Georgian  report,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  not  only  the  truth  may  be  estab- 
lished but  that  a good  understanding  between 
the  sections  of  the  movement  concerned  may 
result.  The  executive  meeting  adjourned 
about  7-45  p.ui.  until  Monday,  when  many 
other  matters  of  importance  were  to  come  up 
for  discussion. 

On  Saturday  evening  the  delegates  were 
addressed  by  the  Burgrnieister  of  Essen, 
Dr.  Schaefer. 

The  Eastern  War  Menace. 

Mr.  May,  wiring  on  Monday,  reports  that  the 
executive  dealt  gravely  with  the  war  menace 
in  the  Near  East.  A resolution  was  adopted 
declaring  the  Alliance  to  be  profoundly  moved 
by  the  events  in  the  Near  East,  reiterating  the 
peace  determination  of  millions  of  co-operators 
throughout  the  world  formally  expressed  at 
the  Basle  Congress  last  year,  expressing  the 
sincere  hope  that  the  matters  at  issue  will  be 
submitted  to  the  League  of  Nations  for  arbi- 
trament, and  proclaiming  its  reliance  upon 
the  members  of  the  co-operative  bodies  in  the 
various  countries  to  persevere  in  their  efforts 
to  influence  public  opinion  in  tavour  of  peace. 

Meetings  of  the  committees  on  International 
Co-operative  Banking  and  International  Co- 
operative Trading  follow  those  of  the-executive. 


UNDER  THE  BOLSHEVISTS. 

GEORGIA  BEFORE  THE  LEAGUE. 

The  question  of  the  Republic  of  Georgia 
being  over-run  and  ruined  by  the  Russian 
Bolshevists  has  been  brought  before  the  League 
of  Nations,  being  introduced  by  M.  de  Brouc- 
kere,  a member  of  the  Belgian  delegation, 
following  on  the  revelations  by  M.  Victor 
Serwy,  the  delegate  of  the  International  Co- 
operative Alliance,  as  recently  given  in  the 
“ Co-operative  News.” 

M.  de  Brouckere  moved  a resolution  in  favour 
of  the  return  to  political  independence  of 
Georgia,  but  English  diplomacy,  believing  that 
it  might  disturb  the  Bolshevist  susceptibilities, 
asked  that  the  following  be  deleted  from  the 
resolution,  “ invaded  and  occupied  against  her 
will,”  and  this  amendment  was  accepted. 


FABRIC  GLOVES. 

The  Executive  of  the  Co-operative  Party 
considered  a letter  from  the  Parliamentary 
Committee,  dealing  with  the  point  raised 
by  tire  Co-operative  Party  as  to  the 
co-operative  representative  signing  a re- 
port of  a Government  Committee  which 
led  to  the  imposition  of  a duty  of  331 
r cent,  being  placed  on  fabric  gloves.  The 
oretary  to  the  Parliamentary  •Committee 
wrote  stating  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
neither  the  co-'operative  representative  on 
the  Committee  nor  the  co-operative  mover 
ment  could  in  any  way  be  said  to  have  been 
committed  to  a protectionist  policy  by  sign- 
ing the  report  in  question. 

it  was  decided  to  make  a request  that  this 
matter  should  1>e  dismissed  at  the  next  joint 
meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and 
the  Co-operative  Party,  with  a view  to  main- 
taining the  position  that  cooperative  repre- 
sentatives on  these  committees  should  have 
regard  to  the  considered  decisions  of  the 
movement  ou  vital  questions  of  policy. 


Mr.  A.  Illingworth  (auditor)  informed 
the  members  of  the  Gomorsal  Society  at 
their  quarterly  meeting  that  working 
expenses  had  been  reduced  by  threepence 
iu  the  pound  during  the  quarter,  the 
reduction  being  due  entirely  to  increasing 
sales. 


Mu.  Frank  Hodges  (the  secretary  of  the 
Minors’  Federation)  suggests  that  the  price 
of  coal  at  the  pit-head  should  be  increased 
by  3s.  a ton.  He  says  that  if  this  were  done 
the  miners  could  be  .paid  a “ reasonable  living 
wage.” 

By  now  it  should  be  known,  even  to  tho 
most  casual  newspaper  reader,  that  the  miners 
are  not  receiving  a living  wage,  or  anything 
approaching  it.  In  twelve  out  of  the  thirteen 
districts  of  the  Miners’  Federation  the  wages 
are  at  the  minimum  allowed  by  the  agreement 
which  concluded  the  lock-out  last  year.  That 
means  that  wages  are  only  20  per  cent,  above 
those  paid  in  1914.  As  tho  cost  of  living  is 
officially  estimated  as  being  now  80  per  cent, 
above  that  of  1914,  the  minor  with  the  mini- 
mum wage  is  00  per  cent,  worse  off  than  he 
was  before  the  war. 

As  a matter  of  cold  fact,  a large  proportion 
of  tho  miners  are  even  worse  off  than  that, 
as  they  are  working  short  time — some  only 
three  days  a week.  It  is  literally  true  that 
semi-starvation  is  rampant,  in  tho  mining 
communities.  Many  colliers  lake  with  them 
to  the  pit  nothing  but  dry  bread  to  sustain  them 
through  their  day's  heavy  toil. 

A Sweated  Industry. 

Coalmining  has,  in  fact,  been  reduced  to 
the  level  of  a sweated  industry.  This  reproach 
would  be  in  large  measure  removed  if  the  price 
of  coal  at  the  pit  head  were  raised  and  the 
increase  added  to  the  (miners’  wages. 

If  the  miners  ask  for  the  additional  three 
shillings-  ,a  ton  on  pit-head  prices  suggested 
by  Mr.  Hodges,  we  .cannot  in  decency  object. 
To  object  would  be  to  regard  the  miner  as  a 
helot — a being  without  rights  harnessed  to 
administer  to  our  needs  just  as  man  harnesses 
natural  forces.  No ; we  cannot  object  even 
though  we  have  ourselves  to  pay  the  addi- 
tional three  shillings. 

But  ought  vie  to  have  to  pay  it  ? We  shall  bo 
told  that  it  is  inevitable  that  we  should  do  so  ; 
that  tho  miners  have  demanded  more  wages, 
the  “ cost  of  production  ” has  increased,  and 
.the  consumer  must  pay.  And  the  papers  and 
the  people  who  say  it  will  drop  a silent  tear 
lor  the  consumer,  and  then  go  off  to  agitate 
for  fuiilier  taxation  of  co-operative  societies  ! 

It  is  not  at  all  inevitable  that  the  consumer 
should  pay.  There  are  many  others  who 
might  bear  that  three  shillings  or  share  its 
burden  among  them. 

Where  the  Money  Goes. 

The  proposal  is  that  the  price  be  raised  at 
the  pit-head.  It  is  a far  cry — and  a far  price — 
from  the  pit-head  to  the  consumer. 

Mr.  Hodges  states  that  the  average  price  of 
coal  at  the  pit-head  in  July  last  was  16s.  Id. 
a ton,  and  that  coal  was  then  sold  to  the 
London  consumer  at  from  45s.  to  55s.  a ton. 
The  difference  would  not  be  so  great  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  but  if,  allowing  for  this, 
we  take  only  the  lower  price  of  coal  we  still 
find  a difference  of  29s.  between  the  price  at 
the  pit-head  and  the  price  to  the  consumer. 
These  figures  are  not  at-nll  exceptional. 

Who  gets  the  difference  ? Railway  com- 
panies, coal  merchants,  coal  agents,  and  coal 
dealers  all  take  a share,  and  it  is  by  cutting 
down  the  share  of  some,  or  all,  of  them  that 
the  price  of  coal  could  be  raised  at  the  pit- 
head,  the  miner  be  paid  a better  wage,  and  yet 
the  price  to  tho  consumer  remain  unaltered. 

Tuke  the  railway  companies.  Their  rates 
for  carrying  coal,  coke,  and  patent  fuel  are 
still  75  per  cent,  above  the  rates  of  1914. 
While  miners'  wages  have  been  reduced  to  20 
per  cent,  above  the  pre-war  level  railway  charges 
have  remained  75  per  cent,  above  that  level. 
This  should  bo  remembered  when  the  miners 
are  abused  for  raising  the  price  of  coal.  Before 
the  price  is  raised,  lot  railway  rates  for  coal 
be  cut  at  least  to  the  extent  that  miners’  wages 
have  been  cut. 

The  merchants,  too,  have  they  no  margin 
whioh  could  be  reduced  before  the  public  is 
called  upon  to  pay  more  ? It  was  shown  before 
the  Coal  Commission  that  to.  bring  a ton  of 
coal  from  the  depot  to  the  consumer  cost  no 
less  than  12s.  Gd.  in  London,  and  14s.  9d. 
in  Glasgow  ; which  sums  were  shared  between 
the  merchants  and  dealers.  Here,  then,  is 
another  source  from  which  more  wages  might 
be  paid  to  miners  without  touching  the  con- 
sumers’ pooket.  Factors  and  agents,  too, 
all  tako  their  toll  between  tho  pit-head  and 


the  consumer.  Only  if  all  these  intermediary 
profiteers  insist  on  their  full  pound  of  fiesf 
need  an  advance  at  the  pit-head  mean  an  ad 
vance  at  the  coal  cellar,  the  bunker,  the  boiler- 
house,  or  the  furnace. 

Industry’s  Burden. 

The  coal  industry  is  staggering  under  a 
burden  of  unnecessary  charges.  The  office 
expenses  alone  of  the  largely  superfluous  2,280 
dealers  and  merchants  in  London  amount  to 
£800,000  a year,  all  of  which  is  paid  by  tho 
consumer.  All  the  costs  of  distributing  house- 
hold coal  in  London  total  up  to  the  pretty 
figure  of  £3,000,000  a year.  When  the  people 
awake  to  the  prodigal  wastefulness  of  tho 
coal  industry  they  will  use  their  political 
power  to  make  the  supplying  of  coal  a public 
service. 

Meantime,  the  miner  must  live,  and  to  livo 
his  wages  must  be  raised.  His  wages  could 
be  raised  without  the  consumer  haring  of 
necessity  to  pay  more  for  coal.  If  the  con- 
sumer does  have  to  pay  more  he  should  blamo 
himself  before  he  blames  the  miner.  The  con- 
sumer is  the  public,  and  so  Jong  as  the  public 
allows  a host  of  interests  to  stand  between  it 
and  the  coal-pit  so  long  will  those  interests 
demand  toll  for  allowing  the  coal  to  pass. 


CANADIAN  CATTLE  EMBARGO 

As  a result  of  the  vote  in  the  Hotn»  of 
Commons  on  the  Canadian  Cattle  Embargo 
legislation  will  have  to  be  introduced,  fhe 
Tree  Importation  of  Canadian  Cattle  Asso- 
ciation, on  .which  the  Comparative  Union  is 
represented,  are  taking  steps  to  bring  pres- 
sure upon  the  Government  to  exuedite  tire 
-introduction  of  legislation,  and  without  any 
undue  restrictions,  suc-li  as  a lengthened 
quarantine,  &c. . as  were  foreshadowed  in  the 
House  of  Lords  debate. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


A.  Edwards. — Crowded  out  this  week. 

W.  C.  J. — How  can  wo  be  expected  to 
promise  to  publish  an  article  until  wo 
read  it? 

J.  R.  Buckley. — Thanks  for  your  letter 
and  its  suggestions.  We  hope’ to  see  an 
improvement  shortly. 

C.  R. — What  objection  have  you  to 
telling  us  who  you  are? 

J.  Caldwell. — You  perpetrate  a common 
error.  The  G.O.M.  did  not  say  the  Turks 
should  clear  “ bag  and  baggage  out  of 
Europe.”  He  said  out  of  “ that  province  ” 
— Bulgaria. 

“Justice”  (Glasgow).  — The  circular 
issued  in  connection  -with  the  Ivinning 
Park  Scholarship  states  distinctly  that 
11  the  scholarship  will  be  granted,  primarily, 
on  the  result  of  a special  examination 
which  will  be  held  in  August,  1922  ; but 
the  committee,  in  making  the  award,  will 
take,  into  account  the  candidate’s  record 
in  the  service  of  the  movement  and  at  the 
examinations  of  the  Co-operative  Union. ” 
The  committee  make  these  conditions  to 
prevent  the  acquisition  by  outsiders  of 
scholarships  intended  for  bona-fide  co- 
operators. 

M.  H. — No  I The  ‘ 1 New  Statesman  ’ ’ is 
not  official,  and  is  frequently  critical. 
The  “ Labour  Monthly  ” (Labour  Publish- 
ing Co.)  is  sometimes  severely  critical. 
The  ” Labour  Magazine  ” is  official. 


TOWARDS  INTERNATIONAL 
UNDERSTANDING. 

Men  and  women  of  goodwill  who  believe 
in  the  possibility  of  a new  way  of  life  for 
all  peoples  should  read 
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CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE 
WITH  RUSSIA.  . 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Sir, — Quite  n number  of  readers  must 
have  been  looking  forward  hopefully  for 
Mr.  Patrick's  scheme  for  co-operative 
trading  with  Russia.  In  tone  lie  is  cer- 
tainly more  dispassionate  and  less  rhapso- 
dical than  many  of  unfortunate  Russia’s 
British  friends.  Is  he  any  more  practical? 

Tlie  Centrosoyus  and  the  C.W.S.  are  each 
to  put  up.  £250,000  capital.  Russia’s  con- 
tribution is  to  take  the  form  of  facilities 
in  Russia,  such  as  "warehouses  and  show- 
rooms in  the  large  towns.”  With  these, 
it  is  pointed  out,  " the  Russian  movement 
is  already  well  equipped.”  Are  these  ware- 
houses and  showrooms  to  be  handed  over 
absolutely  to  the  new  International  Co- 
operative Trading  Society  P Or  in  what 
other  way  are  they  to  be  effectively  con- 
verted into  trading  capital?  If  they  are 
surrendered,  account  must  be  taken  of  the 
attitude  of  the  Russian  Government  to 
foreign  proprietors  of  property  in  Russia, 
and  also  of  the  ultimate  realisable  value  of 
such  assets,  supposing  ownership  rightB  to 
be  allowed. 

The  Centrosoyus  provides  £260,000  worth 
of  facilities,  the  O.W.S.  £250,000  worth  of 
goods  as  capital.  First  note  the  proportions. 
Congress  Report,  1921,  shows  the  proportion 
of  C.W.S.  annual  turnover  to  facilities 
("  land,  buildings,  machinery,  and  fixed 
stock  ”)  as  more  than  15  to  1.  The  S. C.W.S. 
proportion  is  29  to  1.  To  utilise  profitably 
£250,000  of  facilities  would  require  then  a 
turnover  of  over  £3,000,000  a year.  Mr. 
Patrick  provides  £250,000  a year.  Obviously 
the  overweight  of  fixed  charges  will  be 
likely  to  sink  the  project  at  once. 

The  C.W.S.  part  in  the  proposal  seems 
somewhat  Arcadian,  or  perhaps  I am  missing 
something.  In  paragraph  4 of  the  proposals 
mention  is  made  of  " collection  of  other 
goods  or  materials  in  exchange.”  But  fur- 
ther on  in  the  article  in  summing  up  the 
advantages  of  the  scheme,  no  mention  is 
made  of  any  goods  coming  to  this  country  in 
exchange.  In  an  earlier  paragraph  we  are 
told  that  the  new  I.C.T.S.  " can  sell  the 
goods  through  the  co-operative  societies  and 
realise  a certain  surplus  (bold  type  mine), 
which  could  be  devoted  to  providing  interest 
and  a sinking  fund  for  ultimately  liquidating 
the  credits  received,”  such  credit*  being  the 
£250,000  worth  ot  goods.  What  “ surplus  ” 
is  meant  here?  The  trend  of  Mr.  Patrick’s 
argument  seems  to  indicate  that  the  cost 
value  of  the  goods  is  to  be  a credit  or  loan 
for  an  indefinite  time  to  set  Russian  trade 
and  industry  upon  their  feet.  If  so 
" surplus  ” must  mean  what  usually  we  call 
‘net  profit.”  Does  Mr.  Patrick  seriously 
mean  to  assert  that  " net  profits  ” on  goeds 
sold  at  reasonable  prices  could  pay  interest 
on  capital  and  cost  price? 

£250,000  of  goods  spread  over  a year  ' 
would  involve  disproportionate  transport 
and  distribution  charges.  Add  the  excessive 
working  expenses  attaching  to  the  over- 
weight of  fixed  capital,  insurance — a heavy 
item  I should  imagine  for  such  an  experi- 
ment, and  the  fanciful  profit  that  itself  will 
more  than  meet  cost,  and  no  .surprise  need 
pe  felt  it  the  Russian  consumer  paid  for 
these  goods  ten  times  wlmt  they  cost  (irre- 
8p££.tive  currency  differences). 

. cv'™'  is  to  provide  £250,000  capital 

for  the  I.C.T.S.  But  in  a year  this  capital 
is  gone,  exported  as  goods.  That  at  least 
l take  to  be  Mr.  Patrick's  scheme.  No 
payment  for  goods  is  contemplated  within 
the  year: —"It  will  only  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  Russians  to  export 
annually  about  £15,000  worth  of  goods” 
to  pay  0 per  cent,  on  our  £250,000 

ell,  the  £250,000  of  goods  being  exported 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  with  £15,000 
returned  for  interest— a quite  possible  and 
indeed  highly  probable  first  year’s  result 
according  to  Mr  Patrick— wW  happens 
next?  Full  stop,  I should  think,  since  the 
liquid  capital  of  the  I.C.T.S.  is  now  nil 
Note  again.  At  the  end  of  the  year  we 
“all  have  provided  a " large  volume  of 
goods  as  our  share  of  the  capital,  and 
assuming  that  a modest  profit  of  6 per  cent 
is  made  on  our  capital  share  of  £250,000 
this  will  mean  that  it  will  only  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  Russians  to  export 
annually  about  £15.000  worth  of  goods 
which  is  easily  within  their  capacity.” 
i-i  rinuaVy,J ’ ob?erve-  There  seems  every 
likelihood  of  such  an  experiment  ending  in 
one  year  with  £250,000  of  goods  sold  to  the 
““r  ® at  fitful  profits,  and 

with  £lo,000  annually  to  pay  for  years  to 
oome,  until  the  £250,000  is  accumulated 
and  can  be  spared. 

I hope  that  somewhere  or  other  I am  mis- 
^ken  and  that  Mr.  Patrick’s  may  turn  out 
to  bo  the  feasible  proposal  for  giving  real 
help  to  Russia  that  all  co-operators  desire 
Yo"t.8»  J.  Downie.  ‘ 

Wisnaw. 

The  proposals  of  the  Labour  Party  to 
secure  secondary  education  for  nil  will  be 
considered  at  a conference  which  has  been 
arranged  by  the  Southern  1 Co-operative 
Maicatmn  Association  to  take  place  at  the 
k * if'  ^s?n,blX  Hall,  Lemnn-street,  on 
October  14th.  The  subject  will  bo  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  G.  S.  M.  Ellis,  M.A. 
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SOME  PROPAGANDA  POINTS. 

MR.  R.  HIBBERDS  PRACTICAL  SUGGESTIONS. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  ADVERTISING. 


October  7,  1922 

MR.  RIDDLE’S^CONgRinq 

PROPOSALS.  M 


COLLECTIVELY  OWNED  CAPriAI 

WATFORD  CONFERENCE. 


From  his  wido  experience  and  practical 
knowledge,  Mr.  Ralph  Hibbcrd  (secretary  to 
the  Southern  Sectional  Board)  was  able  to 
place  before  a conference  at  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  at  Penge,  on  Saturday,  some  useful  hints 
on  “ Propaganda.”  The  arrangements  were 
made  by  the  educational  committee  of  the 
South  Suburban  Society,  whose  chairman 
(Mr.  W.  Harding)  presided  over  a represen- 
tative gathering  of  delegates  from  the  socioty’s 
wide  area. 

The  Need  for  Propaganda. 

The  Chairman,  at  the  opening,  stated  that 
propaganda  was  more  necessary  now  than  in 
the  past.  There  was  a need  for  an  extension 
of  trading,  and  this  object  could  be  best 
achieved  by  adopting  effective  methods  of 
propaganda. 

Mr.  Hibberd,  in  the  course  of  his  address, 
said  the  subject  could  not  bo  said  to  lend  itself 
to  any  idea  of  thrilling  eloquence.  It  was 
what,  might  be  termed  a “ dry  subject.”  The 
subject  was  of  such  gravo  importance  at  the 
present  time  that  all  the  societies  and  district 
sections  were  justified  in  devoting  special 
conferences  to  the  consideration  of  it.  Having 
clearly  defined  the  difference  between  pro- 
paganda and  education,  Mr.  Hibberd  contended 
that  efficient  management  was  the  most 
effectual  propaganda  which  they  could  have. 
If  they  had  slovenly  shops  and  service,  and 
badly-arranged  stocks,  these  defects  would 
counteract  on  any  propaganda  put  forward 
by  the  committee.  Another  useful  form  of 
propaganda  was  tho  issuing  of  a prospectus 
giving  full  information  for  the  guidance  of 
new  members.  Personally,  he  was  not  sure 
that  shopping  weeks  had  any  real  value  for  the 
consumer.  Every  week  in  the  year  ought 
to  be  a shopping  week. 

There  was  no  reason,  however,  when  a 
shopping  week  was  organised  outside,  that 
societies  should  not  take  advantage  of  it, 
in  order  to  emphasise  the  difference  bo- 
tween  co-operative  and  private  trading. 

Advertising  and  Exhibitions. 

Another  thing  the  management  committee 
could  do,  in  conjunction  with  the  educational 
committee,  was  to  arrange  a map  of  the  socie- 
ties’ area.  It  was  not  necessary  to  have  a 
special  map  prepared — one  of  Bartholomew’s 
maps  would  servo  the  purpose — and  on  this 
could  be,  worked  the  society’s  branches  and 
prospective  branches.  As  regarded  adver- 
tising, it  was  necessary  that  this  should  be 
dealt  with  in  a business-like  way,  or  otherwise 
a lot  of  money  would  be  wasted. 

He  thought  that,  if  it  were  possible  for 
the  societies  in  t-he  Metropolitan  area  to 
agree  to  an  advertising  scheme  it  would  be 
of  great  use. 

There  was,  of  course,  a difficulty  owing  to 
the  absence  of  uniform  prices.  The  fullest 
use  should  also  be  made  of  the  “ Wheatshcaf.” 
Societies  should  not  be  content  to  give  a long 
price  list,  but  centring  on  a certain  class  ot 
goods,  making  a point  of  the  co-operative 
character  of  the  goods.  Advertising  in  local 
papers  was  very  useful  at  times,  but  he  would 
not  suggest  advertising  in  the  daily  press  ; 
this  should  be  done  by  tho  national  publicity 
agency.  Mr.  Hibberd  next  spoke  of  exhibi- 
tions, and  commented  on  the  fact  that 
at  the  recent  National  Food  Exhibition, 
although  the  C.W.S.  had  a splendid  stand, 
no  attempt  was  made  by  the  federation  or 
the  London  societies  to  arrange  a Joint 
stall  where  samples  of  goods  could  be  sold. 
Ho  suggested  that  management  committees 
might  arrange  local  exhibitions,  particularly 
at  Christmas  time.  They  could  arrango  a 
display  of  Christmas  goods,  which  the  members 
could  be  invited  to  inspect  and  to  place  their 
orders. 

t Week-End  Schools. 

There  was  a kind  of  propaganda  which  the 
educational  committees  might  undertake  in 
addition  to  their  strictly  educational  work. 
For  instance,  when  they  arranged  week-end 
schools  or  conferences  they  might  also  prepare 
leaflets  to  be  given  to  tho  new  comers,  and 
arrango  for  special  invitations  to  be  issued  to 
tho  new  members.  In  connection  with  tho 
week-end  schools,  he  suggested  that  one  meet- 
ing should  be  devoted  to  the  management 
committee,  the  officials,  and  some  of  the  staff. 

A strict  watch  should  be  kept  on  the  local  and 
other  papers.  Any  statement  likely  to  do 
damage  to  thfe  movement  should  bo  dealt  with 
in  a letter  to  tho  editor. 

It  was  estimated  that  there  were  10 
million  balance  sheets  issued  in  this  coun- 
try during  the  year.  if  the  private 


trader  had  a chance  of  using  these  ten 
million  balance  sheets  for  advertising  they 
would  Jump  at  it. 

If  anyono  was  interested  in  advertising  hp 
would  advise  him  to  procure  from  tho  Co- 
operative Union  the  paper  prepared  by  Mr. 
Armstrong.  Ho  should  like  to  see  another 
attempt  made  by  the  London  joint  committee 
to  establish  a publicity  department.  This 
would  have  been  very  useful  in  correcting  tho 
mis-statements  which  had  recently  appeared 
in  tho  press  respecting  London  societies. 

A Guild  of  Service. 

In  the  past,  Mr.  Hibberd  continued,  nearly 
all  the  societies  were  founded  upon  the  self- 
denial  and  self- sacrifice  of  a few  people.  The 
spirit  of  Bclf-sacrifice  stili  existed.  Many 
men  and  women  in  the  movement  would  be 
very  glad  if  they  had  an  opportunity  of  help- 
ing in  the  work.  A Guild  of  Service  could 
very  well  bo  formed  as  an  experiment  in  some 
of  the  London  societies.  It  would  not  be  a 
guild  working  on  the  same  lines  as  the  Men’s 
and  Women’s  Guilds,  but  it  would  be  a register 
of  people  willing  to  help  when  their  services 
were  required.  If  the  management  or  educa- 
tional committee  decided  to  make  use  of  the 
map,  and  stated  : “ We  will  concentrate  on 
a given  district  for  the  noxt  six  or  twelve 
months,”  this  Guild  of  Service  could  bo  called 
upon  to  supply  certain  people  living  in  a par- 
ticular neighbourhood  for  the  purpose  of 
leaflet  distribution  and  canvassing,  with  a 
view  to  breaking  up  the  ground  for  starting  a 
new  branch  of  the  society.  From  this  list 
they  could  also  obtain,  when  required,  stewards 
for  the  meetings  and  concerts. 

Questions  and  Discussion, 

That  the  address  was  fully  appreciated  was 
demonstrated  by  the  many  questions  which 
Mr.  Hibberd  was  called  upon  to  answer.  The 
time  left  for  discussion  was  limited.  Thoso 
taking  part  included  Mrs.  Last  (Penge  Women’s 
Guild),  Miss  Allen  (Reigate),  Messrs.  Edwards 
(South  Suburban),  Adsett  (National  Publishing 
Society),  and  others.  The  questions  dealt 
with  included  the  price  of  commodities,  the 
need  of  propaganda  in  rural  diatriots,  the  work 
of  the  Southern  Section  Advisory  Committee, 
catering  for  the  poor  people,  and  poster  adver- 
tising at  railway  stations. 

Mr.  Hibberd  replied  to  the  chief  points,  anj 
at  the  close  he  was  cordially  thanked  by  Mr- 
Madgwick  (Catford). 


record  attendance  ot 


Saturday,  September  30tli,  at  the  quarterly*' ''T'?  * 
of  the  Beds,  and  Bucks.  District  at  WaUoid 
discussion  of  Mr.  Riddle's  Congress  ••  xi 

cial  Position  of  Ui«  Co-operative  Movement  in'Lw 
to  New  Forms  of  Administration  in  the  Retail  Ti^i 
Mr.  Straluui  (president  of  the  Watford  Soalefo  * 
welcoming  the  delegates,  said  ho  thought  Ur.  rlh  “ 
the  right  lines,  but  in  front  o,*;!* 
embers  were  not  yet  ready  |or  iL* 
ibly  read  by  Mr.  fv,lnK 
board),  and  there  followed  for  him  a b 
of-an-liour  un  owe  ring  questions. 

No  Fundamental  Difference. 


proposals 


their  members 


Asked  what  was  the  fundamental  dillerence  bet 
Mr  Riddle's  proposal  for  a capital  redemption 
and  the  present  reserve  funds,  Mr.  Salmon  Mid  th, 
was  none;  but  very  few  societies  had  a rule  whlA 
decided  the  amount  ot  surplus  which  went  to  a rw<rT. 
fund,  and  Mr.  Riddle  was  anxious  to  earmark  a [*, 
portion  of  dividend  for  this  purpose  every  oecounta 
period.  To  achieve  his  object  ball  the  surplus  mold 
have  to  go  to  tho  capital  redemption  fuixl. 

Mr.  Dolling  (Wolverton)  asked  if  it  would  be  Uj, 
to  do  this  in  the  present  condition  of  retail  trade 
Mr.  Salmon  thought  the  time  not  appe-rlim,-  lor  ^ 
drastic  measures.  One  of  the  weakness  0f  tbo 
gestiim,  he  thought,  was  Hint  tlie  present  meinkeri 
would,  in  o short  time,  hove  to  moke  huge  RMrifcw 
out  of  proportion  to  what  was  just,  to  provide  hied, 
for  posterity  to  carry  on  with. 

A St.  Albans  Delegate  suggested  larger  oompuW 
holdings  of  share  capital,  but  Mr.  Sabnon  thought  the 
history  of  the  movement  showed  that  withdrawable 
share  capital  had  never  been  a cause  of  weaken 
provided  all  necessary  steps  hod  been  token  to  fair- 
guard  stability.  They  should  make  os  few  ventiwi 
conditions  as  possible. 

Mr.  Inwood  (Newport  Pagncll)  thought  Jlr.  Riddle 
was  far  in  advance  of  most  of  them. 

Mr.  Timms  (Bletchley)  said  when  lie  heard  leaden 
of  the  movement  afraid  to  do  something  for  posterity 
he  became  bewildered.  It  was  a ridiculous  attitude 
from  a co-operative  and  brotherly  standpoint.  But  to 
talk  to  their  members  of  a capital  redemption  fund 
would  frighten  them  to  death.  If  it  was  called  the 
reserve  fund,  members  would"  look  upon  it  with  pride; 
but  they  would  think  a capital  redemption  fund  vu 
a bankruptcy  fund.  They  must  be  tactful  in  the 
words  used. 

Mr.  Dolling  said  the  members  were  enjoying  now 
the  sacrifices  others  made  years  ago,  and  in  return 
they  should  do  something  far  posterity.  Mr.  Riddle's 
ideas  were  first-class,  but  they  must  be  looked  at  with 
common-sense.  Where  was  tlie  money  to  come  frail, 
with  prices  cut  as  to-day? 

The  First  Lesson. 

Mr.  Jones  (Bedford)  said  the  great  le;«on  of  the 
paper  was  that  they  had  to  be  more  careful  of  their 
reserves  and  depreciation  than  they  had  been. 

Mr.  Hale  (Chesham)  said  Mr.  Riddle's  views  took 
the  line  of  a secretary  of  o largo  society;  but  delrgitH 
present  were  concerned  with  small  societies.  Hr. 
Riddle  luul  tried  to  look  well  ahead.  Tlie  problems 
caused  by  long  periods  of  depression  in  w«ne  arrai 
were  very  serious  indeed;  but  the  speaker  thought 
a better  way  of  dealing  with  them  was  by  insurance 
within  the  movement  against  huge  withdrawals  of 
capital. 

Ideals  and  Trade. 


INTERNATIONAL  TRADING. 

Mr.  Chas.  Bailey  (president  of  the  South 
Suburban  Society)  was  the  chief  speaker  at  a 
conference  of  London  management  commit- 
tees held  at  Bromley  on  September  30th. 
He  dealt  with  “ International  Co-operative 
Trading.” 

Mi\  Bailey,  from  his  extensive  experience 
of  co-operative  methods  in  many  of  the  con- 
tinental countries,  was  able  to  explain  the 
varying  systems  adopted,  and  as  he  did  not 
attempt  to  deal  at  any  length  with  future 
possibilities,  his  address  was  of  great  educative 
value,  since  a sound  conception  of  the  present 
position  is  necessary  in  order  to  understand 
what  the  future  will  be. 

Mr.  Bailey  has  seldom  been  heard  to  better 
advantage,  and  was  cordially  thanked  for  his 
address. 


ITEMS  OF  INTEREST. 

Already  the  value  of  the  London  Sooiety’s 
Staff  Benevolent  Fund  has  been  demon- 
strated/ Mr.  Georg©  Coffin  is  acting  as 
lion,  secretary. 

From  "The  Beehive,”  the  London 
Society’s  bright  little  staff  organ,  we  learn 
that  Mr.  Hardy,  the  society’s  manager  at 
the  Oakfchorpo  Park  dairy,  recently  frac- 
tured his  leg  owing  to  his  slipping  from 
the  loading  platform  at  the  dairy.  He  is 
now  making  satisfactory  recovery. 

Sir  Edward  Clarke,  K.C.,  has  consented 
to  preside  at  a concert-meeting  which  will 
be  held  in  Staines  Town  Hall,  on  Novem- 
ber 8tli,  when  an  address  will  be  delivered 
by  Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P.  Tlie  pro- 
gramme will  be  provided  by  Mr.  E.  Par- 
tridge’s. Co-operative  Concert  Party. 

The  educational  committee  of  the  Tun- 
bridge Wells  Society  are  again  holding 
classes  for  employees.  They  are  holding  an 
apprentices’  clnes,  and  also  n class  for  co- 
operative bookkeeping,  and  have  invited 
the  employees  of  the  Tonbridge  Society  to 
join  and.  thus  make  their  efforts  successful. 


Mr.  Collier  (Berkliaiiisted)  eaid  if  tlie  moveniwl 
existed  on  ideals  instead  of  on  trade,  Mr.  Riddk 
would  be  xigtit.  They  oould  create  stability  by  buildicj 
up  reserve  funds  and  depreciation.  The  niwuben 
would  soon  settle  this  question  of  tho  redemption 
fund.  (Hear,  hear.)  Societies  were  having  all  tk*J 
oould  do  to  meet  present'  charges. 

Mr.  Taylor  (Watford)  did  not  think  Mr.  Riddle  h»d 
made  out  a good  case  for  any  alteration. 

Mr.  Salmon  ably  replied  to  the  discassion, 
pressed  home  the  importance  of  systematic  and  deter- 
mined building  up  of  reserves. 


A GOOD  START. 

SOUTH  SUBURBAN  PROPAGANDA. 


The  educational  committee  of  the  South 
Suburban  Society  commenced  their  autumn 
session  with  a conference  at  Penge,  when  Mr. 
R.  Hibberd  gave  an  excellent  address  on 
“ Propaganda.” 

In  the  evening,  at  the  Catford  Hall,  they 
commenced  in  a practical  manner  with  a 1 nf,v 
members  ” musical  evening.  The  joint  guilds 
committee  canvassed  the  new  members  with 
such  excellent  results  that  the  hall  was  more 
than  comfortably  filled.  Members  of  the  Cat- 
ford Co-operative  Choral  Society  provided  an 
attractive  musical  programme,  which 
highly  appreciated.  Mr.  H.  Marlow  (secretary 
of  the  society)  addressed  the  meeting,  and  * 
W.  Stewart  (educational  secretary)  occupi 
the  chair.  Samples  of  co-operative 
tions  were  distributed,  and  there  was  a go00 
supply  of  literature  available.  It  was  an 
excellent  meeting,  from  which  good  rtsu  - 
arc  expected,  and  a fine  send-off  to  a ,oc 
trade  campaign.  , 

This  meeting  was  followed  by  a joint  gn 
special  C.W.S.  evening  on  Tuesday. 


At  a Joint  meeting  of  the  local  Pjagt 
tive  parties  in  the ‘Holloway  distnct 
week,  Mr.  S.  Rees  gave  a forcible 
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CHAPTER  VI. 
removal  of  doubt  and  uncertainty 
. Oldrovd’s  mind  was . like  slipping  the 
!r  ^ from  a greyhound  when  a hare  is  m 
If?,  Within  a week  of  Mrs.  Purchase’s 
Sut  men  were  digging  the  foundations  for 
Sm  extension  of  Ins  works.  As  tlo 
8 lU  rose  and  tlie  size  of  the  new  building 
Sum  evident,  people  mused  to  look  at 
V nud  wonder  where  the  orders  were 
"mTn2  from  to  keep  • such  place  going. 
Kf  a problem  -that  did  not  seem  to 
. .Mo  Oldrovd  Long  before  the  roof 
trouon  hc  had  bought  or  constructed  suffi- 
2nt  nlant  to  till  it  to  -its  utmost  capacity. 

An/  attempt  to  follow  the  track  ot  his 
Anomies  during  the  next  two  years  would 
b!' bewildering.  As  the  inventor  ot  a.  new 
saving  machine  be-  became  famous  m the 
doth  tirade  whose  manufacturers  struggled 
for  priority  in  obtaining  deliveries  By 
mrinK  preference  to  those  who  paid  -o  per 
Lit  in  advance  he  found  himself  possessed 
of  ft  large  sum  of  money,  much  more  than 
be  needed,  though  his  staff  was  trebled  and 
the  increased  machinery  worked  night  and 

liost  men  would  have  been  satisfied  to 
confine  their  energies  to  such  prohtablo 
ffork  Not  so  Oldroyd.  He  placed  lus 

surplus  capital  in  a dozen  concerns  that 
only  needed  financial  backing  to  make  them 
spin  money,  and  he  made  no  mistakes. 
Land,  property,  shares,  stocks,  and  bonds 
accumulated  around  him  rapidly.  He 
become  known  as  a man  with  money  to 
lend.  Those  who  wanted  it  in  a hurry 
could  have  it — oil  liis  terms. 

How  lie  fonnd  time  to  deal  with  all  the 
fl-iims  made  upon,  him  was  a mystery.  Yet 
he  never  seemed  in  a hurry,  handling 
whatever  came  his  way,  and  however  large 
it  might  be,  as  easily  as  other  men  deal 
with  trifles.  Behind  it  all,  known  only  to 
himself,  was  a steady  purpose.  Out  of  his 
abundance  he  gave  freely  to  every  chanty, 
3nd  his  meagre  leisure  was  ever  at  the 
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disposal  of  those  organisations  which 
claimed  to  be  based  on  proCTessive  thought. 
Hardly  a week  passed  without  seeing  him 
in  the  chair  at  some  meeting  called  to 
support  such  efforts.  It  gave  him  promi- 
nence and  enabled  him  to  become  a fluent 
and  decisive  speaker. 

Then  came  the  event  for  which  he  had 
Baited.  The  Government,  shaken  by  the 
now  formidable  agitation  for  an  extended 
franchise,  decided  to  appeal  to  the  country. 

The  Liberals  of  Ransley  met  hurriedly  to 
discuss  the  position,  and  agreed  unani- 
mously to  ask  Oldroyd  to  stand  as  their 
representative.  He  accepted  the  invitation 
in  a speech  that  stirred  them  to  enthu- 
siasm. - The  prospect  of  success  was  small. 
The  constituency,  largely  agricultural,  had 
always  been  held  by  the  landed  interest, 
and  tlie  new  industrial  element  was  not 
Jet  heavy  enough  to  turn  the  scales. 

From  the  moment  his  candidature  was 
ratified,  Oldroyd's  astuteness  and  organis- 
rag  ability  made  themselves  felt.  As  a first 
step  he  bought  the  “ Itansley  Herald.” 
hitherto  it  had  sat  upon  the  fence  trying 
te  please  all  parties.  In  a few  hours  it 
changed  to  a rabid  party  organ  devoted  for 
;ne  time  being  entirely  to  the  proprietor’s 
•ntercsts.  Leaflets,  stating  his  principles 
nnd  policy,  and  setting  forth  in  glowing 
terms  his  personal  qualities  and  impor- 
tanoo,  left  the  printing  machines  by  the 
hundredweight,  and  found  their  way  into 
tl*e  hands  of  every  elector. 

huge  posters,  much  larger  than  had 
ever  appeared  in  the  division,  flared  on 
55**7  "a".  informing  the  world  that 
Oldroyd  was  the 

Champion  of  Democracy  and  Justice 
and  the  Foe  of 
■ Parasites  and  Privileges. 

J®'ls  supporters,  knowing  that  tlie  Oller- 
,.aWR  looked  upon  the  constituency  as  a 
'ml  of  private  preserve,  made  the  declara- 
I®  jnto  a battle  cry,  while  Oldroyd  col- 
iinr  ‘ and  ' marshalled  his  forces  with 
l|nng  energy.  Speakers  and  canvassers, 
u°y  of  them  brought  from  other  places, 
8e^  work  on  a plan  which  spread 
®ni  over  the  field  like  a flight  of  locusts. 
10  man  put  forward  by  the  opposition 
t f tlle  Hon.  Charles  Augustus  Htin- 
°n,  captain  of  a troop  of  yeomanry,  and 
»a*ari!^0crat  th®  highest  standing.  He 
Hall  i °.Wn  t<0  l»e  staying  at  Moorwood 
tonj  ,J,lrin8  the  election,  and  there  was  a 
first 011  t*ie-Part  of  Ids  supporters,  at 
tow  f treat  the  opposition  with  eon- 
on  n i the7  felt  that  their  feet  were 
Poflti  .r«  round  which  the  turbulent 
o|  flood  would  froth  in  vain. 


They  soon  discovered,  however,  that  the 
current  was  growing  deeper  and  stronger. 
Oldroyd’s  name  was  on  every  wall  and  on 
every  lip.  He  toured  the  constituency  at 
a speed  that  made  him  appear  ubiquitous, 
delivering  stirring  speeches,  and  attacking 
the  land  monopoly  in  caustic  tepuis. 

A whisper  of  alarm  went  round ; followed 
by  a request  that  set  every  possible  influ- 
ence at  work.  Landowners  colled  on  their 
tenants  and  talked  graciously.  Farmers 
spoke  seriously  to  tradesmen.  Vicars 
visited  their  flock*,  with  new-found  energy, 
while  fine  . ladies,  clad  in  awe-inspiring 
raiment,  interviewed  those  suspected  of 
indifference  or  indecision. 

The . result  was  magical.  In  twenty-four 
hours  Oldroyd’s  character  resdmhled  a 
much  torn  garment  that  has  been  drugged 
through  a stagnant  pond.  Rumours, 
insinuations,  and  hints  spread  like  a fog, 
obscuring  the.  issues.  It  could  not  be 
grasped  or  beaten  back, . it  could  only  be. 
endured. 

Oldroyd’s  supporters  were  staggered. 
People  whispered  that  he  was  a dangerous 
revolutionist,  a blasphemous  atheist,  a man 
without  principle  or  moral  character, 
utterly  unfit  to  represent  respectable,  law- 
abiding  Christians.  Mere  denial  was  use- 
less. The  lies  had  taken  hold.  A deputa^- 
tion  sought  the  victim  with  anxious  facets. 
He  listened  grimly  then  nodded  and  said 
one  word,  “ Wait.’ 

That  naght  he  sat  up  with  the  editor  of 
the  11  Ransley  Herald,  and  watched  him 
write  an  article  for  the  next  issue,  giving 
instructions  that  it' was  to  be  left  at  every 
house  in  which  a voter  dwelt. 

When  it  appeared  a gasp  went  round 
the  constituency.  The  article  bo^an  with 
a scathing  attack  on  those  who  wrung 
money  from  tlie  toil  and  sweat  cf  agricul- 
tural’labourers,  and  spent  it  in  supporting 
every  luxury  and  vice  while  pretending  to 
be  the  defenders  of  religion  and  morality. 
Faced  by  a political  opponent  whose  argu- 
ments tuey  could  not  answer,  whose  policy 
they  could  not  shake,  they  descended  to 
dipping  their  hands  in  mud  to  throw  at 
him. 

“We  understand,”  the  article  concluded, 
“ that  the  Hou.  Charles  Augustus  Hun- 
terton  is  a person  whose  birth  and  training 
should  produce  a gentleman.  His  sup- 
porters, in  his  name  and  ou  his  behalf, 
nave  told  wilful  and  deliberate  falsehoods 
about  hi*  opponent.  They  imagine  that 
success  can  be  reached  through  a stream 
of  vile  insinuation  and  dirty  innuendo. 
There  is  this  to  be  said,  however,  about 
the  man  they  have  maligned,  he  has  never 
appeared  36  co-respondent  m a disrepu- 
table divorce  suit.  We  imagine  that  their 
candidate  would  give  a great  deal  to  ibe 
able  to  say  as  much  in  the  intervals  w hen 
he  is  not  upholding  the  moral  and  religious 
stability  of  the  country.  If  his  supporters 
want  to  delve  in  scandal  for  the  tit-bits 
they  relish,  they  can  find  ample  scope  in 
their  own  camp.” 

This  thunderbolt  had  a shattering  effect. 
Ransley,  which  wn6  going  solid  for  Oldroyd, 
roared  its  approval  of  a man  who  had  risen 
from  the  ranks  and  faced  the  “ swells  ” in 
this  fashion.  He  was  cheered  iq  the  street 
and  his  meetings  became  scenes  of  wild 
enthusiasm. 

Engaging  a carriage  and  a pair  of  fine 
horses,  he  devoted  every  minute  he  could 
spare  to  a personal  canvass  of  voters  out- 
side the  town.  One  day,  while  thus 
engaged,  he  came  upon  the  name  of  Paul 
Till  in  his  list.  It  puzzled  him.  Some- 
where, under  circumstances  he  failed  to 
recall,  he  had  met  it  before. 

When  his  coachman  pulled  up  at  the 
address,  Oldroyd  stepped  out  of  his 
carriage,  and  then  stopped  as  if  someone 
had  struck  him  in  the  face.  It  was  the 
cottage  from  which  he  had  taken  John 
Purchase’s  model! 

All  the  circumstances  came  back  with 
extraordinary  clearness.  He  saw  them  as 
a man  sees  .things  when  a vivid  flash  of 
lightning  cleaves  the  night.  He  remem- 
bered that  he  had  intended  keeping  a 
watch  on  the  widow  and  her  dhild.  They 
had  been  obscured  by  more  important 
things.  Now  she  was  gone  and  another 
tenant  occupied  the  honse. 

As  the  thought  passed  through  his  mind 
the  door  of  the  cottage  opened,  and  tlie 
woman  herself  stood  there  with  a smile  of 
welcome  on  her  face.  She  looked  plump 
and  happy  and  free  from  care. 

Oldroyd  forced  himself  to  move  forward 
by  an  effort  that  gave  him  back  his  self- 
control. 

“ I cannot  be  mistaken,”  he  said.  “ You 
are  Mrs.  Purchase.” 

11  I was,  Mr.  Oldroyd  ” she  answered. 
11  But  I married  again:  l am  Mrs.  Till.” 

“ Now  I understand,  . he  said.  “ I have 
oome  to  solicit  your  husband’s  vote.”  . 

“Step  inside,  Mr.  Oldroyd,*.’  she  invited 
him.  moving  back. 

Ho  complied,  glnqcing  round  the  small 
room  as  he  took  off  his  hat. 

“My  husband  will  vote  for  you,  of 
course,”  she  continued.  “We  have  not 
forgotten  your  generosity.  I am  sorry  'hq’fc 
not  at  home.'*''  - ' ■’  ■ 5ill 

As-  she  spoke  a boy  cartib  in- 'with  a -state 


slung  across  liis  back  and  a book  under  his 
arm.  There  was  no  need  to  ask  who  he 
was:  liis  facial  likeness  to  John  Purchase 
was  very  marked,  though  ho  hud  a stur- 
dier frame.  His  stare,  half  shy,  half 
critical,  made  Oldroyd  feel  uneasy.  His 
eyes  were  like  ghosts  of  other  eyes  which 
had  looked  at  him  on  that  very  spot. 

“ So  you  go  to  school?”  he  said.  “ That’s 
right.  Nothing  like  knowledge.  What  are 
you  going  to  be  when  you’re  a man!”’ 

“ Father  says  I’m  to  be  a lawyer,  sir,” 
the  boy  answered. 

“ Not  a bad  trade,”  Oldroyd  commented. 

1 ‘ They*  get,  their  share  of  wliatfs  going. 
By  the  way,  wliat  is  your  husband,  Mrs. 
Till?”'  . 

-‘‘A  market  gardener,”  she  answered. 
“ His  . people  were  farmers.  He  knows 
everything  about  laflcT.” 

“f  will  bear  that- in  mind,”  Oldroyd 
remarked.  “ I am  thinking  of  b trying  :ui 
estate  near  here.  If  I do  I shall  want  a 
bailiff.  It  might  suit' him.” 

“ It  would,  Mr.  Oldroyd,”  she  replied 
eagerly.  “Thank  you  very  much  for 
thinking  of  him.  He  works  very  hard, 
and  there’s  a lot  of  competition.” 

“Tell  him  I’ll  write  after  the  election’s 
over,” -said-  Oldroyd,-  “I  shall  know  by 
then.  Now,  I must  go.  I’m  glad  I called, 
and  very  pleased  to.  find  you  looking  well. 
Good  day.” 

“Good  day,  sir,”  she  answered.  * “I’ll 
see  that  he  goes  to  vote.  You  need  not 
trouble  about  him.” 

He  nodded  and  went  out,  closing  the 
door  behind  him,  and  had  reached  his 
carriage  when  the  sound  of  fast  moving 
hoofs  caused  him  to  glance  up  the  road.  A 
quarter-of-a-mile  away,  tearing  along  at 
top  speed  was  a.  horse.  Behind  it  sab  a 
woman  in  it  light  trap  pulling  with  all  her 
strength  at  the  reins. 

‘‘Turn  round  and  drive  on,”  Oldroyd 
roared  at  his  coachman.  “ Drive  fast ; it 
will  pull  up  behind  you.” 

It  was  good  advice,  for  tlie  road  was 
narrow,  but  the  man  stared  at  the  approach-, 
ing  danger  without  moving.  Fear  had 
turned  him  into  a statue.  Flinging  a 
single  contemptuous  word  at  him,  Oldroyd 
dashed  up  the  road  waring  his  arms  and 
shouting,  hoping  to  make  the.  runaway 
pause.  The.  woman  had  lost  her  hat,  and 
her  hair,  black  as  jet,  streamed  out  behind 
her  like  a flag.  In  that  moment  he  knew 
her.  It  was  Miss  OUershaw  ! 

Whether  he  acted  deliberately,  or  on 
impulse,  or  from  an  instinct  of  self-preser- 
vation he  could  not  have  told.  The  horse 
was  on  him  like  a whirlwind,  swerving  a 
little  at  the  last  stride.  Somehow  he 
grabbed  the  reins  and  was  whipped  off  his 
feet.  Air  rushed  past  him,  and  lie  felt  a 
shock  that  jarred  every  bone  in  his  body. 
His  other  hand  gripped  the  shaft,  but  he 

Eut  all  his  weight  on  the  rein,  and  the 
orse,  already  winded,  began  to  falter. 
Dropping  to  his  feet,  Oldroyd  threw  him- 
self back,  hanging  on  the  strip  of  leather 
with  both  hands.  The  horse  reared  and 
shook  its  head  with  a scream  of  anger, 
then  made  a final  plunge  and  stopped, 
quivering  with  fear  and  excitement. 

Oldroyd-  patted  its  steaming  neck,  and 
spoke  soothingly  until  it  gave  signs  of 
having  lost  some  of  its  terror,  then  he 
looked  at  Miss  OUershaw.  She  was  lean- 
ing back  with  arms  hanging  limp  from  the 
strain.  Her  face  seemed  very  white  against 
the  background  of  black  hair,  but  it  was 
set  and  resolute,  and  her  eyes  shone  with 
the  light  of  contest.  Presently  she  rose 
and  swung  herself  down  with  a Light-footed 
sureness  that  showed  she  had  not  lost  her 
nerve. 

“ You  should  not  have  done  that,”  she 
said,  coming  to  where  he  stood.  “ Your 
risk  "was  greater  than  mine,  but  it  was  very 
plucky.  I have  no  words  to  express  my 
thanks.” 

‘‘.I  suppose  you  have  forgotten  me,”  he 
said,  noticing  that  she  did  dot  use  ids 
name.  “I  intruded  upon  you  more  than 
two  years  ago  to  ask  a favour.  My  name 
is  Oldroyd.” 

She  looked  startled,  and  a faint  flush 
came  to  her  cheeks.  “ Of  course,”  she 
said,  “I  remember  now;  you:  are  the 
Liberal  candidate.  It  never  occurred  to 
me  tliat  you  were  the  same  person.” 

“ My  case  is  very  different,”  he  answered. 
“ I have  thought  of  you  thousands  cf 
times.  On  that  lawn  in  front  of  your 
ancestral  home  you  made  a .picture  not 
easily  forgotten.” 

‘‘That  does  not  justify  the  risk  you  ran, 
Mr.  Oldroyd,”  she  commented.  “ You 
might  have  been  killed  or  maimed.  It  was 
a very  daring  act.” 

‘‘If  I had  not  recognised  you  I should 
not  have  done  it,”  he  declared.  “ There 
was  danger,  of  course,  but  less  than  you 
think.  I have  a habit  of  dropping  on  my 
feet.  I am  not  without  hope^  that  this 
election  will  emphasise  the  fact.” 

She  was  silent  for  a few  moments,  then 
a smile  came  to  her  lips. 

“ It  is  extraordinary  that  yon  should 
stop  me,”  she  said.  “I  was  driving 
Captain  Hunterton  round  to  visit  voters. 
He  had  just  gone  into  a house  when  a dog 
rushed  out  and  caused  the  horse  to  holt. 

Oldroyd  turned  and  pntted  the  horse  s 
neck.  “Ah!”  he  said,  speaking  to  it. 
•-  You  were  running  away  from  him — like  the 
constituency.”  . 

“ I must  not  discuss  that,”  Miss  Oller- 
sliaw  commented.  “ I am  under  an  obliga- 
tion that  places  me  at  a disadvantage.” 
“Suppose  we  forget  the  obligation,”  he 
answered!.  “ We  are*  in  opposite  oamps. 
Yon,  I know,  think  I am  fighting  a hopeless 
battle.  I am  not.  It  is  an  uphill  one,  but 
I’ve  been  fighting  that  all  my  life.  It  suits 

me ” , 

“ May  I ask  a Question?  ” she  interposed. 
j»  “ A hundred, ” lie  replied'.’  * 

Is  it  true  that? -vO wart  tlre^propriotor  of 
tile i*' -Ransley  ’HeraJCFtift ” -«He  inquired; 


“ Sole  proprietor,”  was  the  prompt  reply. 
“ Then  you  are  responsible  for  the 
scurrilous  and  cowardly  attack  upon  my 
friend,  Captain  Hunterton — our  guost.  I 
am  extremely  grateful  to  you  for  coming  to 
my  aid,. Mir.  Oldroyd,  but  that  article  makes 
me  wish  it  had  been  someone  else.” 

He  turned,  facing  her  squarely.  “I  am 
not  concerned  with  Captain  Hunterton’s 
past,”  lie  answered.  ” Butr  his  followers 
' 1 g and  dirt; 


have  spread  damaging 
about  me.” 


irty  falsehoods 


_ followers,”  she  echoed  scornfully. 

41  Yes,  Jiis  followers,”  Oldroyd  repeated. 
“They  did  it  in  liis  name,  in  his  interest, 
and  lie  made  no  effort  _ to  stop  them,  no 
apology,  no  ^repudiation . ” You  can  toko  it 
from  me,  Miss  OUershaw,  that  I don’t  lie 
down  and  let  people  walk  on  me  with  dirty 
boots.  If  lie  uses  poison,  I .shall  use  a 
bludgeon-,  and  I sliall  liit  as  hard  as  T can.” 

‘‘Then  you  defend  that  article?”  she 
asked,  stiffening  visibly. 

“Yes,”  he  said,  very  distinctly.  “I 
dictated  it.” 

With  a swift  movement  she  -coiled  up  hel' 
hair  and  fastened  it  in  a bunch,  then. climbed 
into  the  trap  and  took  the  reins,  her  lips 
were  shut  tight  and  her  eyes  blazed. 

“Let  the  horse  go,”  she  sail]  abruptly. 

Oldroyd  obeyed,  and  she  pulled,  it  round 
so  that  she  could  lean  over  the  side  and  Took 
into  his  face. 

” You  have  struck  a cowardly  blow,”,  she  » 
said,  her  voice  trembling  with  anger.  “ I 
know  the  truth  about  what  you  yyrote. 
Captain  Hunterton  sacrificed  himself  to  save 
someone  elsie — a friend  to  whom  it  meant 
ruin.  I give  you  my  word  that  I am  telling 
the  truth.  If  you  do  not  withdraw  the 
charge  you  are  beneath  oontempt.  You  have 
slandered  the  man  T a in  going  to  marry.” 

Oldfoyd  swayed  as  if  she  had  struck  him. 

“ You  are  going  to  marry — him?”  he  at 
last  gasped  out. 

“ Yes,”  she  said.  “ In  two  years  I shall 
be  his  wife.  Will  that  convince  you  that 
you  are  wrong?” 

“You  mean  that  ycu  would  not  marry 
him  if  it  were  true?”  Oldroyd  asked. 

“ Not  for  a kingdom,”  ehe  answered. 
“But  it  is  not,  I know.” 

“So  do  I,”  said  Oldroyd.  “And  I fall- 
you  that  you  are  being  fooled,  Miss  Oller- 
sliaw.  If  Captain  Huntertc-n  will  meet  mo 
in  your  presence  and  I do  not  prove  it  to 
your  satisfaction,  T will  not  only  apologise, 

I will  withdraw  from  the  contest.” 

She  drew  hack  from  him  with  an  expres- 
sion of  doubt  and  fear.  “ You — you — what 
do  you  know?”  she  faltered. 

“ Everything  that  is  being  hidden  from 
you,”  he  replied-  “ I stand  by  my  offer. 
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I should  not  make  it  if  there  were  tlie 
slightest  risk  ” 

She  turned  away  staring  at  the  road  with 
a puzzled  frown,  then  with  one  searching 
look  into  his  face,  took  hold  of  the  reins  and 
drove  on. 

Oldroyd  watched  until  a turn  in  the  road 
hid  her  from  view,  then  climbed  into  his 
carriage  with  the  single  word  “ Home.” 

He  had  done  enough  work  for  that  day, 
[to  bb  continued.] 


NEAR  EAST  CRISIS. 

RESOLUTION  BY  CO-OPERATIVE 
PARTY  EXECUTIVE. 

QUESTION  FOR  LEAGUE  OF 
NATIONS. 

Last  week  we  published  a resolution 
which  the  Central  Board,  at  its  meeting  in 
Manchester,  had  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
trouble  in  the  Near  East. 

The  National  Executive  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  has  also  had  the  question  under 
consideration,  and  at  a meeting  held  in 
London  on  Wednesday.  September  27th, 
passed  the  following  resolution:  — 

That  the  National  Executive  of  the  Co- 
operative Party  protests  against  tlie 
warlike  preparations  of  this  country  in 
regard  to  the  Near  East;  it  believes  that 
tlie  crisis  has  developed  through  the 
Imperialist  designs  of  tlie  Allied  Gov- 
ernments; and  in  view  of  the  public 
statement  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George  that  the 
issue  at  stake  is  the  freedom  of  the 
Straits,  demands  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion be  remitted  to  the  League  of 
Nations  for  the  appointment  of  an  Inter- 
national Commission  to  control  the 
Straits  as  laid  down  in  the  Treaty  of 
Sevres,  and  that  Turkey  and  all  other 
interested  Eiistern  States  have  represen- 
tation upon  the  committee. 

A resolution  was  also  adopted  protesting 
against  the  action  of  the  Ministry  of  Pen- 
sions that  men  mentally  broken  in  war  sliall 
become  chargeable  as  paupers  to  local 
Boards  of  Guardians.. 

Various  other  matters  were  dealt  with 
relative  to  the  party’s  policy  and  pro- 
gramme, and  also  in  preparation  for  the 
approaching  General  Election. 

.“IYoup  brilliant  magazine ' ’-fa  Leicester 
reader  on.  the  “ Millgattf  MoqthJy.” 
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THE  NEED  FOR  VIGILANCE. 

The  clouds  that  hover  over  the  East  are  less  ominous 
as  we  go  to  press  than  they  were  a week  ago  ; but  they 
have  not  scattered,  and  those  who  think  they  have 
delude  themselves. 

There  is  still  danger  of  war ; and  that  danger  will 
remain  so  long  as^any  one  Government  assumes  the 
^responsibility  of  acting  for  all  others  interested.  Those 
in  authority  recognise  that  the  danger  still  exists- 
Troops  and  ships  have  been  hustled  out  to  the  Dar- 
danelles. There  are,  we  understand,  at  least  nine 
'British  capital  ships  of  war  off  Constantinople  now,  and 
something  like  fifty  British  destroyers.  How  many 
soldiers  have  been  sent  out  we  cannot  tell,  but  the 
number  must  be  considerable. 

General  Harrington  was  given  a free  hand  a few  days 
ago  with  the  assurance  that  the  Government  would  bade 
him  up,  whatever  course  he  thought  it  wise  to  take- 
That  message  sounded  strangdy  like  a challenge  ; the 
proximity  of  the  opposing  forces  savoured  of  a tempting 
of  Providence  ; but  untoward  incidents  were,  happily, 
avoided,  and  possibly  the  situation  may  be  eased  com- 
pletely. We  hope  it  will  be  ; but  the  people  who  will 
have  to  suffer  and  to  pay  must  not  take  any  risks. 

The  Governments  of  Britain,  France,  and  Italy  have 
promised  the  Turks  Eastern  Thrace,  including  Con- 
stantinople and  Adrianople  ; they  are  to  retain  what 
they  have  reconquered  of  Asia  Minor,  and  their  frontiers 
are  to  approximate  the  frontiers  of  1914.  Greece  is 
not  an  assenting  party  to  that  arrangement,  and  the 
new  regime  which  has  followed  the  abdication  of  Con- 
stantine is  apparently  determined  to  fight  for  Thrace. 

We  have  no  right  to  be  mixed  up  in  a fight  of  that 
description.  If  order  is  to  be  kept  in  the  East  it  should 
be  kept  by  the  authority  of  the  League  of  Nations.  If 
the  Freedom  of  the  Straits  is  to  be  insisted  upon  it  should 
be  insisted  upon  by  the  League  of  Nations  and  not  by 
any  single  nation  or  any  group  of  nations.  It  would, 
no  doubt,  be  inconvenient  for  a Western  power  at  war 
with  Russia  to  find  the  Straits  closed  to  its  warships 
by  a Turkish  Government ; but  it  would  be  equally 
inconvenient  for  a Mediterranean  fleet  to  find  itself 
denied  egress  by  the  closing  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar. 
Democratic  opinion  which  asks  for  the  Freedom  of  the 
Straits  and  the  Freedom  of  the  Seas  means  all  straits 
and  all  seas  for  all  nations,  and  not  simply  freedom  of 
some  straits  and  some  seas  for  those  nations  that  have 
power  to  ensure  it.  Our  international  affairs  must  be 
regulated  by  some  well-defined  principle  ; for  the  night- 
mare of  a peace  which  has  taken  the  place  of  that  for 
which  the  world  longed  four  years 'ago  is  the  inevitable 
consequen.ce  of  forsaking  principle  for  some  hypothetical 
convenience. 

For  co-operators  the  course  is  clear.-  There  is 

movement  which  has  done  more  to  achieve  its  object 
than  our  movement  has  done.  Its  object  is  to  im- 
prove the  whole  social  and  economic  position  of  the 
great  masses  of  people  throughout  the  world.  The 
members  have  deposited  their  money  for  that  purpose. 

If  we  have  an  enormous  network  of  distributive  stores 
from  Kerry  on  the  Atlantic  to  Georgia  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Black  Sea,  with  a multiplicity  of  productive 
establishments  throughout  Europe,  various  parts  of 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  these  are  but  means  to- 
wards the  end  of  ameliorating  the  lot  of  the  people.  All 
the  efforts  that  the  millions  of  organised  co-operators, 
and  the  millions  of  working  people  banded  in  other 
organisations  can  make  to  improve  the  common  lot 
will  be  rendered  futile  if  half-a-dozen  members  of  any 
Government  can  plunge  not  only  Britain  and  Turkey 
but  an  enormous  part  of  Europe  and  a much  more 
enormous  part  of  Asia  into  war,  with  its  privations,  its 
tears,  and  its  terrors  for  the  civil  populations  and  its 
maiming  and  butchery  for  the  men  who  are  summoned 
to  fight,  as  in  this  case,  for  an  issue  which  will  not  add 
one  jot  to  the  well-being  of  the  citizens  of  any  country 
in  the  world. 

We  are  glad  that  co-operative  assemblies— the 
Women's  Guild,  Co-operative  Party,  Co-operative  Union, 
and  International  Co-operative  Alliance— have  all  de^ 
dared  against  war  upon  this  issue,  and  have  urged  the 
co-operators  of  this  country  and  of  the  world  to  make 
their  voices  heard  in  protest  against  referring  such  an 
issue  to  the  arbitrament  of  war. 

It  requires  vigilance  and  courage  to  prevent  war  r 
but  the  effort  will  be  less  exacting  than  the  vigour  and 
courage  and  suffering  involved  *1  winning  a war.  It 
is  a human  interest  to  preserve  peace,  and  what  is  a 
human  interest  is  ten  times  more  a co-operative  interest 
because  our  movement  is  the  natural  and  accepted 
custodian  of  the  material  well-being  of  the  human 
race. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS 


GERMANY’S  ECONOMIC  PLIGHT. 

The  members  of  the  executive  of  the  International  C'o 
tive  Alliance  and  the  delegates  to  the  International  Co-i 
Banking  and  Co-operative  Wholesale  meetings,  were 
on  Sunday,  when  a mass  meeting  of  the  local  miners  was 
in  connection  with  the  threatened  coal  strike  there.  A 


operative 
£ssen 
held 

serious  situation  had  developed,  and  to  make  mattenTwo^ 
the  colliery  owners  had  refused  to  agree  to  the  Governnw 
acting  as  arbiter.  The  Minister  for  Posts,  Herr  Giesberts,  »e “! 
down  to  Essen,  on  Sunday,  and  explained  that  the  cconomi 
situation  in  Germany  was  so  bad  that  he  feared  the  Government 
would  have  to  apply  at  once  a scheme  of  rationing  which  had 
already  been  decided  upon. 

A LOST  OPPORTUNITY. 

The  opening  of  the  Town-Planning  Conference  in  Manchester 
(and  the  coming  north  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Howard,  Mr.  Thomas 
AdamB,  Mr.  G.  C.  Culpin,  and  others,  who,  twenty  years  ago 
found  the  co-operative  societies  providing  an  outlet  for  their 
revival  of  ideas  which  Robert  Owen  had  advocated  at  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  centuiy)  led  us  to  look  up  the  files  of  the  “ Co- 
operative News  ” to  see  the  reception  that  had  been  given  to 
the  early  Garden  City  notion.  And  as  long  ago  as  September 
1899,  we  were  urging  the  co-operative  movement  to  accept  Mr.' 
Howard’s  plan  as  likely  to  be  the  basis  of  a new  co-operative 
community.  We  wrote  that  “ a levy  of  Id.  per  member  per 
month  for  three  years  would  purchase  the  freehold  of  the  first 
garden  city,  and  this  could  be  done,  and  done  easily,  if  every 
penny  were  given  for  the  purpose.  But  the  money  would  be 
simply  invested,  and  invested  in  freehold  land,  the  safest  and 
soundest  of  all  investments.”  The  movement  did  not  rise  to 
the  opportunity  of  demonstrating  a fresh  development  of  our 
principles,  and  it  was  left  to  private  enterprise  and  private  risk 
to  take  the  initiative.  It  has  succeeded,  and  already  the  Gardea 
City,  which  might  have  shown  the  fostering  care  of  the  co- 
operative idea,  is  now  like  any  ordinary  place  with  its  economio 
problems  as  acute  as  any  industrial  town.  Its  industries  are 
well-established,  and  competing  with  those  of  ourselves;  and 
its  shopping  centre  full  of  private  retailers  ; while  the  Lctchworth 
Co-operative  Society  is  now  amalgamated  wifh  that  of  the 
neighbouring  town  of  Hitehin.  Alas  ! it  takes  a great  opposition 
to  move  co-operators,  and  the  warning  they  have  had  with 
regard  to  town  development  and  their  lost  opportunity  must 
not  be  repeated  in  connection  with  the  new  need  for  a press 
adequate  to  the  new  conditions  imposed  by  the  Federation  of 
British  Industries  against  both  producer  and  consumer. 


THE  MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS. 

Before  another  month  is  over  voters  throughout  the  country 
will  be  called  upon  to  deal  with  municipal  elections.  These 
elections  affect  matters  at  their  own  doors,  and  involve  issues 
that  the  people,  for  the  most  part,  understand.  They  are  issues 
that  affect  housing,  health,  education,  and  that  touch  the 
social  and  domestic  life  of  the  people  at  a hundred-and-one 
points.  We  may  look  where  we  like,  and  we  will  find  no  greater 
promoter  of  the  community  spirit  anywhere  than  the  co-opera- 
tive movement.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  co-operators 
tliroughout  England  and  Scotland  will  do  their  utmost  during 
the  present  month  to  keep  co-operative  ideals  before  the  electors, 
arrd  to  help  to  return  the  Co-operative  candidates  put  forward 
for  these  local  bodies. 


STUPID  OR  DELIBERATE? 

The  members  of  the  Cabinet  who  originated  the  puzzle  "Is 
Labour  fit  to  govern  1 ” are  still  in  the  Cabinet,  in  spite  of  the 
report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor-General  on  the  trading 
and  commercial  services  of  the  Government  Departments  during 
the  period  wliich  ended  on  March  31st,  1921.  The  report  is  an 
exposure  of  blundering  incompetence  or  negligence.  We  aro 
told  that  a firm  of  importers  got  a quarter-of-a-million  more  than 
it  should  have  got  because,  “ through  an  oversight,  £40  instead 
of  £30  per  box  was  paid  for  bacon  and  lard.”  Trade  losses  in 
such  departments  were  perhaps  unavoidable  owing  to  the  chang- 
ing prices,  but  the  case  cited  above  is  not  a certificate  of  business 
ability  that  the  Government  can  make  use  of.  Many  of  the 
items  are  almost  equally  reprehensible,  and  give  colour  to  tho 
view  we  expressed  in  the  control  days,  namely,  that  it  seemed 
to  he  somebody’s  job  in  the  Government  Departments  to  demon- 
strate that  nationalisation  would  be  had  for  everything  it 
comprehended. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

It  would  bo  an  advantage  to  co-operators  to  read  “ Foreign 
Affairs  ” if  they  desire  to  keep  themselves  posted  with  regard 
to  the  intrioacies,  not  to  say  intrigues,  of  foreign  poIic3r.  Methods 
of  Governments  and  methods  of  diplomats  are  much  the  sanio 
all  the  world  over,  and  tho  masses  in  one  country  are  as  much 
the  dark  as  to  what  their  Foreign  Offices  are  doing  ns  tho 
masses  in  another'  country.  The  issue  of  “ Foreign  Affairs 
for  October  has  an  interesting  article  by  Brigadier-General 
Thomson,  D.S.O.,  who  was  formerly  attached  to  the  Supremo 
Council,  and  who  was  so  convinced  of  tho  folly  of  our  present-day 
diplomacy  that  ho  has  joined  tho  Labour  Party.  His  article 
is  an  exposition  of  tho  bungling  which  has  thrown  the  Near  East 
into  a cauldron.  The  review  is  published  by  the  Union  0 
Democratic  Control,  and  true  to  its  title  the  executive  insisted 
that  the  trouble  in  the  East  was  a matter  for  the  League  0 
Nations  to  deal  with  ; and  even  the  League  of  Nations  it  wishes 
see  democratised  and  made  wholly  inclusive.  The  domestic 
policy  of  most  countries  seems  to  ho  subordinate  to  the  idea’ 
of  those  who  direct  the  foreign  policy,  and  until  that  system  ^ 
changed  it  is  desirable  that  the  plain  people  of  tho  earth  should 
informed  as  to  what  their  diplomats  are  doing. 
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1872—1922. 

JUBILEE  of  the  oxford  society. 


DUKE  OF  MARLBOROUGH'S 

INTEREST. 


Founded  id 


1872,  the  Oxford  Society 


now  congratulate  itself  on  having 
attained  *ts  jubilee. 

It  is  not  the  first  co-operative  society  to 
formed  in  the  famous  university  city; 
> had  at  least  two  predecessors.  George 
r job  Holyoake,  in  his  monumental,  work, 
"The  History  of  Co-operation,"  records 
the.  fact  that  a society  existed  in  Oxford 
, jjtgn  but  he  gives  no  details.  Another 
toeietyVas  established  iu  1861,  and  that, 
too,  went  out  of  existence. 

The  present  society  arose  out  of  dis- 
cnjsions  in  the  elubroom  of  the  Amalga- 
mated Society  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners, 
and  it  is  on  record  that  the  enthusiasts  for 
(^operative  endeavour  received  assistance 
from  two  members  af  the  Banbury  Society, 
irhieh  was  formed  in  1866. 

The  Oxford  Society  has  had  its  trials 
and  troubles  like  all  other  societies  which 
cime  into  being  fifty  and  seventy  years 
but  the  pluck,  perseverance,  and 
Mti’enc*  of  those  interested  in  its  welfare 
have  pulled  it  through  them  all. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  complete  year 
the  society  had  a membership  of  293.  a 
ahare  capital  of  £412,  and  sales  (for  the 
twelve  ‘months)  of  £2,322.  Twenty-five 
rears  after  the  society’s  foundation  the 
"membership  was  2,316,  and  the  share 
capital  £16,463,  whilst  the  sales  were 
£15,558.  The  figures  for  1921  are  as 
follows:  Membership,  11,159;  capital, 

£139,059:  sales,  £408,846.  The  society  is 
the  second  largest  of  the  fourteen  socie- 
ties which  form  the  Oxford  District  Con- 
ference Association. 

The  jubilee  is  being  commemorated  by 
means  of  an  exhibition  of  co-operative  pro- 
ductions, to  be  opened  on  Wednesday, 
October  lltli,  by  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough. 


THE  UNION  AND  ESPERANTO. 

(To  the  Editor,  " Co-operative  News."] 

Sir,— I should  like,  through  the  medium 
of  your  columns,  to  express  my  gratifica- 
tion at  the  announcement  that  Esperanto 
is  now  included  in  the  subjects  taught 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Co-operative 
Union.  I have  been  urging  it  for  years, 
being  convinced  that  the  need  for  an 
international  language  should  be  officially 
recognised  by  our  movement.  I am  also 
certain  that  Esperanto  answers  that  pur- 

Se  in  every  respect.  It  is  easy  to  learn, 
are  being  impossible  for  average 
individuals  who  are  willing  to  devote  a 
little  time  daily  to  the  task  of  acquiring 
it— a task  which  is  a delightful  form  of 
recreation.  I am  also  convinced  that 
Esperanto  will  be  one  of  the  most  success- 
ral subjects  in  the  list  of  classes  announced 
by  the  Co-operative  Union. — Yours,  &c., 
Edwin  Elliott. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


‘ ABOVE  THE  NOISE  OF  GUNS." 

By  j.  B. 


NOT  ALL  “JAM. 


It  was  a superlatively  beautiful  Sabbath 
morning  towards  the  end  of  the  month  of 
July,  1916.  The  sun  shone  down  in  all  his 
majestic  splendour,  and  all  Nature  was  slowly 
awakening  from  slumber,  and  beginning  to 
respond  to  his  re-vitalising  influences.  The 
heavenly  and  earthly  forces  were  conscious 
of  their  indispensable  unison,  and  their\:o- 
operation  created  an  atmosphere  in  which  the 
thinking  individual,  through  the  medium  of 
his  reason  and  emotions,  realised  that  one 
of  the  greatest  achievements  of  the  human 
sold  was  its  positive  capability  of  appreciating 
the  truth  so , profoundly  manifested  in  the 
universe  around  him — that  all  this  harmony 
and  syinmet^  is  Nature’s  contribution  to  the 
making  of  human  happiness.  , 

As  the  writer  was  sub-consciously  bathing 
in  this  refreshing  stream  of  sunshine,  the 
local  brass  band  sounded  the  very  depressing 
strains  of  the  “ Dead . March  ” (in  Saul). 
Instantly,  and  for  the  first  time  during  my 
musings,  I was  conscious  that  Nature’s 
picture  was  marred,  and  simultaneously  there 
flashed  across  my  mind  with  dramatic  sud- 
denness the  famous  words  of  that  beautiful 
missionary  hymn,  “ Though  every  prospect 
pleases,  and  only  man  is  vile.” 

A memorial  service  was  to  bo  held  that 
morning  in  the  parish  church  to  pay  tribute 
and  respect  to  the  memory  of  certain  local 
lads,  who  had  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  for 
something  which  they  held  to  be  dearer  than 
life  itself,  i.e.,  love  of  their  country.  As  I 
sat  there  on  the  grass  thinking,  thinking, 
a young  slender  woman  approached  me. 

“ Good  morning,”  she  addressed  me. 

“ Good  morning,  Mrs.  it,”  I replied  ; “ it’s 
a fine  morning.” 

“ Yes,  it  is  a fine  morning,”  she  answered  ; 
and  then,  as  though  the  strains  of  the  “ band  ” 
had  produced  the  same  psychological  effect 
within  her  as  they  had  done  in  me,  she  con- 
tinued : 

“ Isn’t  it  awful — listening  to  that  ‘ Dead 
March  ’ ? ” 

“ Yes,  it  is  very  depressing,”  I concurred, 
“ but  I suppose  it  is  one  way  those  interested 
have  of  giving  solemnity  to  their  service.” 

At  this  point  in  our  conversation,  due  no 
doubt  to  the  laws  of  association  of  ideas  and 
impressions,  her  mind  wandered  away  to  that 
theatre  where  the  nations  of  Europe  were 
busily  engaged  in  mutual  slaughter,  and  she 
inquired  of  me  : — 

“ When  do  you  think  this  terrible  war  will 
finish  ? ” 

“ Well,  I don’t  know,  Mrs.  R.,  I’m  sure,” 

I said. 

“ I do  wish  it  was  ended,”  she  went  on 


earnestly.  “ It  will  be  a great  relief  to  many 
thousands  like  me.  They  sent  our  Jack  to 
France  a fortnight  ago,  and  I had  a card  from 
him  the  day  beforo  yesterday,  and  he  said  by 
the  time  I got  his  card  ho  would  be  in  the 
trenches,  and ” 

The  poor  woman,  overcome  by  her  feelings, 
moved  away.  I said  “ Good  morning  ” to 
her ; but  tho  emotion  was  stronger  than  her 
speech,  and  she  had  three  little  children,  too. 

Once  more  alone,  I began  to  reflect  on  what 
had  come  before  my  consciousness  during  such 
a short  space  of  time.  The  more  I pondered 
events  the  more  perplexed  did  I become,  and 
the  more  tragical  did  this  world  of  realities 
seem  to  be.  Eventually,  however,  I was 
able  to  marshal  my  thoughts,  and  there,  as 
in  a vision. 

I saw  away  yonder  in  the  heart  of  Germany 
a similar  memorial  service  was  in  progress, 
where  tribute  and  respect  were  being  rendered 
to  certain  local  lads  who  had  fallen  in  battle 
and  made  the  supreme  sacrifice  for  love  of 
their  country.  I also  saw  a young,  slender 
woman,  with  a baby  in  arms,  and  other  two 
children  pulling  gently  at  the  opposite  corners 
of  her  apron,  which  was  wet  with  tears.  She, 
too,  was  overcome  with  grief,  and  was  sobbing 
as  though  her  heart  would  break. 

Just  then,  borne  on  the  breeze  to  me  were 
the  sweet  strains  of  that  inspiring  hymn  of 
Newman’s,  “ Lead,  kindly  light,  amid  the 
encircling  gloom,  Lead  Thou  me  on.” 

I knew  the  memorial  service  was  ended. 

I followed  the  tune  by  humming  and  mentally 
repeating  the  words  verse  after  verse. 
“.  i . O’er  moor  and  fen,  o’er  crag  and 
torrent,  till  the  night  be  gone.  . . .” 

We  are  still  in  the  blackness  of  the  night, 

I thought ; but  it  is  a night  not  of  our  making  ; 
the  veil  so  closely  drawn  over  our  international 
relations  by  diplomats.  That  has  been,  and 
still  is,  our  blackest  night.  “ But  (and)  with 
the  morn  . . .”  when  we  human  beings 
are  permitted — as  we  must  be  permitted — 
to  speak  with  each  other  in  an  unofficial  way, 
such  tragedies  will  be  unknown. 

With  this  brighter  hope  in  my  perspective, 

I arose  from  the  ground,  and  went  towards 
my  own  home,  thinkin  g of  Browning’s  words . 
in  “ Rabbi  Ben  Ezra,”  to  “ welcome  each 
rebuff  that  turns  earth’s  smoothness  rough  ” 
or  “ the  be3t  is  yet  to  be.” 

Now  there  come  ominous  sounds  from  the 
East.  Was  I wrong?  Were  we  all  wrong 
Has  the  light  yet  dispelled  the  darkness  ? 
Must  we  again  pass  through  nights  of  hor- 
rors? Will  we? 


HOW  OUTSIDERS  ARE  TRYING 

TO  OUST  THE  C.W.S. 

FIGURES  THAT  ” BITE.” 

w-  J-  Howard  (manager  of  tlio 
C.W.S.  jam  works  at  Middleton)  attended 
a Christmas  show  at  Newcastle  this  week 
and  at  an  informal  gathering  of  societies’ 
buyers  invited  questions  in  regard  to 
Middleton  jams,  and  the  only  questions 
raised  had  regard  to  prices.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  outside  firms  were  put- 
ting cheap  jams  on  the  market  to  capture 
the  trade  of  people  in  straitened  circum- 
stances. Frank  and  very  convincing  was 
Mr.  Howard’s  reply.  He  said:  ‘‘I  will 

give  you  the  fruit  for  nothing.  There  is 
ljcwts.,  and  that  makes  a boil  of  11SJ 
dozen  lib.  jars.  The  sugar  required1 
(92lbs.)  would  cost  £2  Os.  3d.,  and  11* 
dozen  jars  14s.  7d.,  parchments,  wrappers, 
and  labels  and  delivery  to  societies’  pre- 
mises Is.  Id.  Even  giving  you  the  fruit 
for  nothing,  and  charging  nothing  for 
working  expenses  and  overhead  charges, 
the  jam  wquld  cost  6d.  per  lb. ; and  you 
have  them  coming  along  offering  jam  at 
6jd.  a lb. ! I will  leave  you  to  conjecture 
what  the  quality  of  the  jam  is.  At  our 
standard  there  is  no  jam  cheaper." 


C.W.S  ELECTIONS. 

Messrs.  J.  Bradshaw  (Prestwich)  and  C. 
Marshall  (York)  have  been  re-elected  direc- 
tors of  the  C.W.S.  for  the  Manchester  dis- 
trict, Mr.  Bradshaw  with  2,980  votes  and 
Mr.  Marshall  with  2,560  votes.  Mr.  E. 
Whiteley  (Manchester  and  Salford)  heads  the 
list  of  unsuccessful  candidates  with  204 
votes. 

The  retiring  director  for  the  Newcastle 
district — Mr.  J.  English  (Birtley) — is  again 
returned  with  2,872  votes.  Mr.  G.  Riddle 
(Carlisle),  with  213  votes,  is  the  first  of  the 
unsuccessful  candidates. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Johns  (Reading)  is.  re-elected 
for  the  London  district  with  2,374  votes. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (Bath)  heads  the  list  of 
unsuccessful  candidates  with  812  votes. 

Mr.  B.  Tetlow  (Stockport)  is  also  re-elected 
auditor  with  3,093  votes. 


London  Society's  first  dividend  since 
March,  1921,  has  been  declared  for  the  half- 
year  ended  yesteday  at  the  rate  of  Gd.  in  the 
pound  on  purchases. 

11  I have  been  a constant  reader  for  some 
year  ended  yesterday  at  the  rate  of  Gd.  in  tlie 
it  as  an  all-round  periodical." — A 11  Mill- 
gate  Monthly”  reader. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

Mr.  John 
Lohoar,  whose 
portrait  appears 
here,  is  probably 
tho  oldest  co-ope- 
rator living  if  his 
age  be  measured 
by  co-operative  in- 
terest. He  is  tho 
oldest  member  of 
tho  Larkliall  Vic- 
tualling Society.  He 
joined  it  in  1854, 
and  has  been  a 
purchasing  mem- 
joined  the  society  ber  of  tho  same 
a,  . . society  for  all  these 

sixty-eight  years. 


John  Loiioar. 


°n  Xov.  21st,  1854. 
ftiere 


Through  an  unfortunate  typographical  error 
in  a recent  issue,  the  C.W.S.  department  \thich 
makes  hen-cotes  was  advertised  as  the  maker 
of  “ hen-coats.”  A humorist  writes  inquiring 
whether  these  are  “ piano  ” or  “ fir-lined.” 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

Larkhall  Victualling  Society,  which  is  now 
celebrating  its  centenary,  which  fell  due  last 
year,  must  have  been  a veritable  paradise  for 
young  employees  at  one  time.  The  minutes 
record  that  “ the  apprentice  ” (about  sixty 


years  ago)  “ could  not  agree  with  the  foreman 
baker.”  The  committee  sacked  the  foreman. 
Tho  new  foreman  reported  another  apprentice 
for  “ giving  impertinence  and  throwing  tho 
weights  at  him.”  The  committee,  after  dis- 
cussion, decided  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Another  employee  was  granted  a “ rise  ” of  a 
shilling  a week  “ on  condition  that  he  improves 
his  handwriting.”  He  is  no  longer  in  the 
society’s  service. 

Our  C.W.S.  directors  may  have  no  pro- 
nounced opinions  on  IJipstein’s  theory,  but  ono 
or  two  of  them  certainly  claim  to  be  authorities 
on  the  problem  of  “ suspended  animation.’’ 


HARNESSING  THE  FLOOD, 


-•.  wo  ten  other  members  of  the  same 
anil  ^ "*10  i°ined  n,°re  than  fifty  years  ago, 
Joh  ar°  loyal  purchasers.  Six  years  ago 
Win  *’ave  *iad  a r'vjd  f°1’  Hie  place  of 
movement.  Old  James  Kincaid, 
°l  th'  T was  then  tho  oldest  member 

j„  ji*  ^nn°xto\vn  Society.  He  carried  a flag 
dth!p0n,o^rati°n  to  celebrato  tho  repeal 
^ili'ii  > p"  ^a"s  *n  1846,  and  ho  was  then  a 
Attain-  *n  ^le  I-cnnoxto)vn  Society, 
lnS  a member  rill  his  death. 

I ♦ ♦ * 

^"•4)rS  yCI'^  lJ'ea3cd  to  notice  that  Mrs. 
attend  K0  ^ar  recovered  as  to  be  able  to 

day,  10  irtningham  Convention  on  Satur- 
^ted70rnainhlg  eXe  l‘a8  not  been  seriously 
ittu  at  n y *1Cr  urdortunatc  accident,  but 
to  take  rC,Cnt  S*ie  naturaUy  feels  disinclined 
whole  of  her  co-operative 


When  members,  committees,  uim  uuinugers  cui»  on  me  stream  oi 
trade  that  is  flowing  into  non-co-operative  channels  tho  peoplo 
to  prosper. 


and  managers  cut  off  the  stream  of  co-operative 
11  begin 


The  other  day  two  or  three  of  them  were  show- 
ing some  co-operative  enthusiasts  from  New 
Zealand  round  one  of  our  factories  outside 
Manchester.  The  party  went  in  the  lift,  which, 
from  some  cause  or  other,  stuck  mid-way 
between  upper  floors.  There  they  remained 
prisoners  until  such  time  as  their  knocking 
with  sticks  and  umbrellas  on  the  ceiling  of  the 
“ box  ” attracted  attention.  The  “ lid  ” of 
the  lift — which  was  still  obdurate — was  raised, 
and  a ladder  lowered  to  enable  our  friends  to 
scale  into  safety.  A lift  in  the  route  ! 

Mr.  J.  Bowen,  of  the  Union  of  Post  Office 
Workers,  who  is  likely  to  capture  another 
Welsh  seat  for  Labour,  in  the  approaching 
Newport  by-election,  is  an  enthusiastic  co- 
operator,  and  was  formerly  associated  with  tho 
Swansea  Society. 

The  numerous  friends  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Tawney 
have  heard  with  regret  of  his  serious  illness, 
following  an  operation  which  he  underwent 
on  his  recent  return  from  Germany.  There 
will  bo  unanimity  in  tho  desire  for  his  speedy 
and  complete  recovery. 

This  week  we  have  had  a housing  conference 
in  Manchester,  and  in  addition  to  the  national 
workers  mentioned  a few  weeks  ago,  Mr.  F. 
Houghton  (Mayor-  of  Oldham)  has  presided 
at  one  of  the  meetings.  He  went  straight 
along  from  Balloon-street  to  tho  Town  Hall 
for  tho  purpose.  Congratulations  to  this 
well-known  co-operator  on  tho  strenuous 
way  in  which  lie  has  carried  out  the  duties  of 
mayor  of  a town  in  which  a couple  of  societies 
set  forth  tho  valuo  of  co-operation  without 
competition. 

A quaint  notice  was  exhibited  in  a store 
not  100  miles  from  the  Rhondda  recently.  It 
read  : “Any  person  found  using  bad  language 
towards  employees  in  tho  shop  will  not  be 
served  that  day.”  Out  and  About. 
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PRESENT  NEEDS  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 

A MANAGER'S  VIEWS  ON  ECONOMY. 

OUR  STOCKTAKING  AND  CHECK  SYSTEMS. 

BY  MENDOZA. 


HOW  THE  WIND  BLOWS. 

QUICKENING  ACTIVITIES  IN  MANY 
DISTRICTS. 

THE  10,000  MEMBERSHIP 
CAMPAIGN. 

It  is  perhaps  desirable  that  these  notes 
should  this  month  tell  of  work  actually 
being  done  locally  by  Men’s  Guilds.  Co- 
operators,  like  other  reformers,  too  often 
talk  in  terms  of  national  movements,  Tor- 
getting  that  a national  body  can  have  no 
life  apart  from  its  local  members.  Central 
Councils,  General  Secretaries,  and  all  other 
persons. “ d rest. with  a* little  brief  authority,?’ 
who  strut  in  the  limelight  and  talk  at  large 
about  Democracy,  would  be  uobodies  if  they 
were  not  supported -by  live  branches  in  ©very 
part  of  the  country.  In  fact,  they  are 
nobodies  when  they  cannot,  speak  for  others.. 
That  is  why  some  self-styled  “ National 
Executives  ” count  for  rather  less  than  the 
seven  tailors  of  Tooley-strcet  used  to  do ! 

- In  what  state,  then,  are  the  two  hundred 
local  guilds  at  the  present  time?  If  they 
are  active  and  vigorous,  the  National  Guild 
will  be  healthy,  strong,  and  progressive.  If 
they  are  simply  caves  of  Adullamites,  mere 
dormitories,  wherein  men  co-operators  slum- 
ber, the  National  Guild  will  soon  be  a corpse. 
What  are  the  facts?  How  fares  the  Guild 
in;  the-  Manchester  district?  If  all  is  well 
there,  guildsmen  may  be  content,  for  every- 
body knows  that  what  Manchester  men  do 
to-day  the  whole  world  will  talk  about  to- 
morrow. Consider  Manchester  first,  gentle- 
men ! 

Movement  in  Manchester. 

Since  the  last  Men's  Guild  Notes  ap- 
peared, two  new  guilds  have  been  formed  in 
the  Manchester  district.  The  first  of  these 
guilds  has  been  established  at  Higher  Irlam, 
largely  as  a result  of  efforts  made  by  Mr. 
A-  Birchall,  a member  of  the  educational 
committee  of  tlie  Eccles  Society.  The 
second  guild,  formed  at  Pendleton,  already 
has  nearly  seventy  members,  and  has  made 
an  excellent  beginning  'under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  A.  Horricks.  Now  that  Pendleton 
has  started  work,  only  one  society  of  any 
size  in  the  district  lacks  a guild,  and  this 
dark  spot  will  be  made  brighter  shortly. 
Older  branches  in  the  district  are  starting 
work  for  the  winter,  and  fine  programmes 
have  been  arranged  by  the  Eccles,  Opeu- 
shaw,  Dean  Mount,  and  other  guilds. 

• But  there  is  a world  outside  Manchester. 
What  of  the  guilds  in  other  parts  of  the 
country?  What  are  they  doing?  Consider 
first  what  is  being  done  by  a guild  in  Lon- 
don, another  place  of  some  importance. 
Mr.  Farrow,  secretary  of  the  Hornsey 
branch,  sends  a long  report  explaining  what 
his  branch  is  doing  in  support  of  the  trade 
campaign.  He  is  circulating  literature, 
canvassing  railwayman,  and  has  asked  the 
management  oommitt.ee  of  his  society  to 
adopt  a number  of  useful  suggestions  adum- 
brated by  members  of  the  Hornsey  Guild. 
Mr.  Farrow  and  his  comrades  are  doing 
well,  as  are  other  London  guildmen.  If 
there  were  ten  thousand  guildmen  in  Lon- 
don, the  little  village  would  soon  be  as 
advanced  co-operatively  as,  say,  Rochdale! 

That  famous  town  has  not  often  been 
named  in  guild  circles  for  some  time  past. 
There  was  a guild  in  Rochdale,  but  the 
pioneers  grew  weary  of  pioneering.  Two 
years  ago  only  seven,  or  eight  members 
attended  the  meetings,  and  last  winter  the 
guild  did  not  meet.  No  wonder  guildsmen 
in  other  parts  question  if  R-oehdale  stands 
where  it  did!  It'does — for  there  has  been 
a revival  in  Rochdale.  Mr.  H.  Smith  has 
called  a meeting,  a programme  is  being 
arranged,  and  the  branch  committee  “ feel 
assured  that  they  will  have  on©  of  the  best 
Men’s  Guilds  in  the  movement.”  There’s 
life  in  the  old  town  yet!  The  grandchildren 
will  not  disgrace  their  sires ! All  eyes  turn 
to  Rochdale,  Mr.  Smith ! Keep  the  pot 
a-boiling  ! 

Yorkshire  Doings. 

All  men  are  not  cotton  spinners,  as  Tenny- 
son once  pointed  out;  so  leave  Lancashire  for 
Yorkshire,  where  the  workers  feed  on  coal 
and  iron.  WJiat’s  the  time  in  Sheffield, 
the  murkiest  and  sturdiest  place  in  the 
British  Isles.  Mr.  Ross,  secretary  of  the 
Sheffield  Guild,  answers,  saying  it  is  day, 
and  that  every  gnildsman  is  wide  awake. 
“ At  the  opening  social  ” (a  gramophone 
concert),  he  says,  “wo  had  about  200  pre- 
sent. Our  collection  for  benevolent  fund 
(out-of-work  members’  grants)  realised 
£2  5s.  W©  made  twelve  new  members  dur- 
ing the  evening,  and  the  local  press, 
through  getting  hold  of  one  of  our  hand- 
bills, sent  their  reporter  to  look  us  up, 
and  gave  us  a nice  par.  in  the  following 
day  s local  news.”  This  is  splendid  tidings. 
Sheffield  is  getting  things  done.  Mr.  Ross 
tempts  one  to  do  a little  arithmetic;  this — 
if  his  guild  makes  twelve  new  members  in 
one  night,  it  will  make  240  new  members 
this  winter.  IF  every  branch  does  likewise, 
the  Guild  will  have  48,000  new  members 
before1  Easter.1  ;<The  Central  Council  fixed 
the  standard  too  low  when  they  asked  for 
a membership  of  10,000  before  Easter  I 


“ Ah !”  you  say,  “ what  about  the  .South 
of  England  ? What  is  tire  Guild  doing  in  the 
West?  Again  let  the  branches  speak  for 
themselves.  On  behalf  of  the  Swindon 
Guild,  Mr.  Hutchings  sends  a fine  pro- 
gramme, which  puts  the  “ Ten  Thousand 
Membership  Campaign  ” in  the  front.  Ho 
has  sent  a letter  to  almost  every  live  man 
in  Swindon,  urging  each  to  .join  the  Guild, 
and,  having  joined,  ‘‘  to  pay  up  and  look 
pleasant  I There  were  seventy  dead  guilds- 
men in  Swindon ; at  least  only  ttfenty  metn- 
bers  out  of  a guild  membership  of’  ninety 
were  clear  on  the  books  a few  weeks  ago. 
But  they  are  more  lively  nqw,  and  Mr. 
Hutchings  and  his  committee  intend  that 
the  guild  sliall  be  one  hundred  strong  before 
December  6th,  the  date  on'  which  the  local 
Medical  Offioor  of  Health  is  to  pay  the 
branch  a visit.  Bristol,  or  rather  Bedmin- 
ster,  is  also  going  ahead.  The  secretary  of 
the  Bedminster  Guild,  Mr.  J.  W.  Blnke- 
horough,  good  worker  and  ardent  educa- 
tionist, boasts  of  a fine  programme.  His 
programme  is  a good  one,  chiefly  because  it 
provides  for  the  whole  man.  Education, 
economics,  sooial  credit,  co-operative  insur- 
ance— are  all  to  be  dealt  with  this  winter. 
“But  room  is  also  found  in  this  Bedminster 

Srogramme  for  readings  from  the  works  of 
olin  Masefield,  papers  on  “ The  Imagina- 
tion ” and  “The  Origin  of  Man,”  and  a 
couple  of  big  whist  drives.  One  experiment 
made  by  this  guild  deserves  mention.  Says 
Mr.  Blakeborough  : “ W©  hope  to  try,  as  an 
experiment,  soloists  once  a month.  That  is 
a song  prior  to  lecture  and  afterwards. 
Men’s  Guilds  should  be  bright  as  well  as 
serious.” 


Way  Down  East. 

Guilds  in  the  East  of.  England  are  no  less 
active.  In  Lincoln',  where  the  next  Guild 
Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  at  Eastertide, 
there  is  a fine  guild,  whose  secretary,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Miller,  is  an  enthusiastic  worker.  He 
sends  an  entertaining  account  of  the  guild 
outing  on  September  2nd,  when  nearly  fifty 


Our  own  factories  produce  Co- 
operative Goods;  and  the 

“ CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS  ” 
produces  co-operators  touse  them. 


How  many  copies  dpcs  YOUR  society 
take  ? 


men  (and  women !)  went  into  the  country  to 
visit  the  Lincoln  Society's  farms — and  to  eat 
large  teas ! Mr.  Miller  is  appealing  to  all 
the  male  co-operators  in  Lincoln  to  join  the 
Guild.  . If  they  have  the  sense  to  do  so, 
there  will  be  a rare  crowd  at  the  Guild 
Annual  Meeting ! 

Only  a little  space  remains,  but  it  would 
be  almost  a sin  if  no  reference  was  made 
to  Guild  activity  in  Scotland.  Here  it  is 
unnecessary  to  discuss  Guild  organisation 
north  of  the  Scottish  border,  bnt  it  must  be 
said  that  almost  all  the  Scottish'Guilds  are 
alive  and  looking.  The  Kinning  Park  Guild 
has  a splendid  programme  (advertised  in 
“ Forward  ”),  and  will  hear  lectures  during 
the  winter  delivered  by  many  distinguished 
men  and  women — not  all  of  one  way  of 
thinking!  In  a letter  to  the  writer  of  these 
notes,  the  Kinning  Park  secretary  says  “ we 
would  like  the  Guild  Central  Council  to  in- 
sert the  Men’s  Guild  Notes  in  the  ‘ Scottish 
Co-operator  ’ also,  if  possible.”  That  can 
only  l)e  don©  by  permission  of  the  editor. 
But  the  writer  is  non©  the  less  delighted 
with  tlie  suggestion.  Sinoe  he  received  this 
compliment  he  has  been  a new  man.  “ After 
all,”  he  says,  “ somebody  reads  what  I write 
in  these  columns!” 


SCHOLARSHIP  WINNERS.  1 

The  work  at  the  Co-operative  College 
during  the  coming  session  gives  promise  of 
considerable  developments,  as  there  will 
be  in  residence  several  students  who  have 
been  granted  scholarships  as  a result  of 
the  examination  held  in  August, 

The  “Pioneer”  scholarship  to  the  value 
of  £100  (tenablo  for'  three  terms)  has  been 
granted  to  Mr.  S.  11.  Elliott  (Glnsgow). 
The  throe  scholarships — “ Infans,”  “Tvin- 
ning Park,”  and  a supplementary  scholar- 
ship of  the  value  of  £50  (tenable  for  two 
terms) — have  been  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thomas  (Loughborough),  Miss  J.  Johnston 
(Glasgow),  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Tivigg  (Sheer- 
hbsb).  The  students  go  into  residence 
early  this  month. 

A large  number  of  applications  were 
received  for  tlie  scholarships,  and  tlie 
work  done  at  the  test  examination  was  so 
good  that  the  committee  regretted  they 
were  not  able  to  increase  the  number  of 
scholarships.  It  is  hoped  that  other  socie- 
ties will  follow  tlie  example  set  by  Kin- 
ning Park,  and  in  celebration  of  their 
jubilee,  or  other  historio  event,  endow  a 
scholarship,  so  that  an  increasing  number! 
of  stujlpgts  , may  t tajte  advantage  qf  the1 
college  facilities. 


Those  who  have 
O personal  acquaint- 
ance with  Mr.  Wil- 
liam J.  Bailey, 
managing  secretary 
of  Lowestoft  So- 
ciety, have  no  need 
to  be  told  that  he  is 
a live  wire,  full  of 
ideas,  and  a prac- 
tical man  to  boot. 
He  graduated  in 
the  movement  at 
Lakenhoath,  t o 
which  society  he 
was  appointed  raan- 
ager  before  the  age 

Mb.  Wji.  J.  Bailey,  of  twenty-one.  From 
thero  he  moved  to 
Wymondham,  where  In  twelve  years  he 
brought  the.. sales,  up.  from  £4,000  per 
annum  to  nearly  £30,000.’  Leaving  there  in 
1918,  I10  succeeded  Mr.  J,  A.  Hewett  as 
manager  of  the  Lowestoft  Society,  where 
the  following  interview  took-  place : — 

Asked,  vyhat  Jie  thought  was  the  greatest 
present  need  of  the  movement,  he  said  it 
was  the  scrapping  of  every  shred  of  cum- 
bersome organisation  that  could  not  fully 
justify  itself.  Invited  to  give  some  instances, 
he  sard : — 

“ Take  the  question  of  stocktaking.  Some 
societies  still  have  quarterly  stocktakings 
and  quarterly  balance  sheets,  but  my  con- 
tention is  that  yearly  stocktakings  and 
balance  sheets  would  fully  meet  the  needs 
of  the  case.  In  many  instances,  especially 
in  the  case  of  societies  which  have  a seasonal 
trade,  a yearly  statement  of  accounts  would 
give  a more  truthful  presentation  of  affairs 
than  accounts  issued  for  shorter  periods. 
At  a seaside  town  there  is  no  just  compari- 
son between  summer  and  winter  trade,  and 
even  half-yearly  balance  sheets,  where  socie- 
ties own  farms,  may  be  highly  misleading.” 

“ What  other  advantage  do  you  claim  for 
yearly  balance  sheets?”  Mr.  Bailey  was 
asked. 

“ This,”  he  replied,  “ that  it  would  cut 
out  one  unnecessary  item  of  expense.  Every 
stocktaking  and  every  balance  sheet  involves 
an  expenditure  of  money  in  payments  for 
overtime,  printing,  stationery,  and  so  forth ; 
and  societies  faced  with  keen  competition 
cannot  afford  to  indulge  in  unfruitful  ex- 
penditure where  it  can  be  eliminated  with 
advantage;  and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
stocktakings  often  come  at  the  busiest 
periods,  when  time  and  attention  ought  to 
be  concentrated  on  sales,  instead  of 
statistics.” 

For  similar  reasons  Mr.  Bailey  is  opposed 
to  existing  check  sys.tems. 

“ Our  present  methods  of  recording  the 
purchases  of  individual  members  are  intoler- 
ably ©xpenSive'nnd  cumbersome,”  'he  said'. 
“ Under  these  systems  practically  everything 
is  done  for  the  member  at  the  society’s 
expense,  and,  take  the  movement  generally, 
hosts  of  clerks  are  employed,  at  a very  large 
aggregate  cost,  in  recording  and  tabulating 
members'  purchases  only.  Then  the  various 
check  books  are  constantly  eating  up  a lot 
of  money,  and  all  this  is  a handicap  to  a 
society  faced  with  _ the  competition  of 
multiple  shop  trading.” 

“ But  you  must  have  some  sort  of  check 
system,”  I ventured  to  remind  Mr.  Bailey. 

“That’s  true,”  he  replied,  “ but  in  my 
opinion  the  movement  could  revert  to  metal 
checks  with  advantage;  in  fact,  some  very 
large  societies,  I believe,  have  never  aban- 
doned the  metal  check,  and,  consequently, 
are  satisfied  with  its  working. 

“ Of  course,”  he  continued,  “ the  initial 
outlay  in  metal  checks  is  heavy ; but  it  is 
practically  the  only  cost,  and  the  saving'  in 
the  long  run  would  be  immense,  not  only 
in  clerical  labour,  but  in  material.  I am 
sure,”  he  suid,  “ that  a system  of  issuing 
and  tabulating  a metal  check  could 
be  evolved  by  officials  in  the  movement 
which  would  reduce  the  present  clerical  work 
by  at  least  50  per  cent. 

“ Another  great  advantage  of  the  metal 
check  system  is  that  it  puts  the  onus  of 
recording  purchases  on  the  member.  Be- 
sides, there  is  another  point  to  be  remem- 
bered. Everyone  just  now  is  talking  about 
psychology.  Well,  the  psychological  effect 
of  an  accumulation  of  metal  checks  is  bene- 
ficial to  sales.  The  member  who  sees  the 
jrije  of  tin  tokens  growing  week  by  week  is 
induced  to  be  more  loyal  to  the  stores  in 
order  to  mnke  that  pile  of  checks  grow 
greater.  Bits  of  paper,  even  if  kept,  which 
paper  checks  often  are  not,  have  no  similar 
effect.  The  clink  of  metal  has  a mental 
appeal  which  paper  lacks. 

“ Don’t  think,”  lie  added,  smilingly, 
“that  I’m  metal  mad;  I don’t  object  to 
paper  as  paper ; and  if  a cheap  paper  check 
system  could  l>e  adopted,  such  ns  the  gum 
sheet  system,  for  example,  where  customers 
would  do,  their  own  work  in  affixing  the 
checks  for  tabulation,  I should  welcome  it.” 

“Thero  is  one  point  you  have  not  dealt 
with.  Are  riot  paper  check  systems  pre- 
ventive of  fraud;  and  was  not  that  largely 
the  reason  why  metal  checks  passed  out 
of  vogue?” 

“ I nm  fully  aware,”  said  Mr.  Bailey,  “ of 
all  that  oan  be  snid  against  metal  checks  on 
'tli at  score  ? but  a fraudulently, -minded  person 
,can  ,-brpak  through  any  supposed  fraud-proof 
system.  Burglaries  ’ don’t  stop  because  of 


ing  expenditure  beyond  that  which^s 
lutely  necessary,”  Mr.  Bailey  went  o' 
“ ought  to  be  closely  scrutinised,  arid 
cannot  show  value  for  money,  it  oifghit 
be  ruthlessly  scrapped,  seeing  that  it  a<LL 
to  the  cost  of  distribution  and  iriakwfT 
harder  to  meet  competition.”  ' “-dr. 

Mr.  Bailey  also  expressed  h imsel'f • Tofv 
strongly  on  the  question  of  the  sUnilnr(ii,A/ 
tion  of  prioes  of  C.W-S,  prodqgtio]^.-,  . ^ 
„“T  am  a strong  _ advocate,  ’ ’ he  $ 
all  C.W.S.  produced  goods  being  sold  ft'oitf 
price  throughout'  "the  country.  All 

prietary  ar tides  produced  by  our  competitor, 
nave  one  standard  price  wherever  you  t-0. 
but  C.W.S.  productions  are  often  killed  bv 
the  exoessive  retail  prices  charged,  not  bv 
all,  but  by  some  societies.  From  th0‘ man. 
ager’s  point  of  view  there  should  be  nothing 
to.  complain  of,  so  long;  as  the  profit  allowed 
is  the  margin  that  obtains  on  these  linos  that 
have  up  to  the  present  been  advertisod'anf 
marked,  and  I will  go  further,  and  ^aytBat 
on  that  margin,  with  all  our  own  pqxluo- 
tions;  we  can  satisfactorily  meet  any  com- 
petition, increase  sales,  and  pay  a divided. 


MALIGNERS  OF  THEC.W.S. 


[To  thS  Editor,  “ Co-operative  NeW.*’]: 

In  the  “Co-operative  News"  for : Sopr- 
tember  23rd,  Mr.  J.  It.  Leslie  alludes  tW, 
our  contribution  of  August  26th  deplipg 
with  wages  as  an  “ inspired  article,”  but 
he  does  not  suggest  for  a moment  that  be, 
in  his  position,  is  altogether  clear  of  a 
little  whitewash.  The  pity  of  it  all  isi  that 
men  like  Mr.  Leslie  are  too  ready  to 
assume  that  other  men  cannot  have  a 
desire  to  give  a. plain,  honest  -.tatement 
of  if  act. 

When  we  wrote  our  article,  a deal  i)f 
misrepresentation  had  been  flung  about  in 
trade  papers  and  the  general  press  (and 
Mr.  Leslie  will,  no  doubt,  kuow  the  souiye) 
about  the  award  of  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Co-operators  and  Trade  Unionists  in 
reSpect  to  junior  scales  of  wages.  We 
should  have  thought  that  anybody  con- 
nected with  this  award,  who  had  ordinary 
intelligence,  would  have  seen  that  we  were 
precisely  referring  only  t6  these  scales  in 
comparison  with  outside  scales  for  males 
and  females  up  to  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
We  contend  we  were  right  in  the  com- 
parison, and  we  challenge  Mr.  1-eslio  to 
produce  proof  of  the  higher  wages  in 
juniors*  rates  of  pay  which  lie  cites  as 
being  recognised  by  the  North  of  England 
Wholesale  Grocers’  Association. 

Having  stated  that  our  obvious  purpose 
was  to  clear  the  ground  with  respect  tu 
juniors’  wages,  we  pass  on  to  the  charge 
that  it  would  have  been  more  straight- 
forward to  have  given  the  scales  in  Injj- 
What  was  the  use  of  that  when  the  C.yf.S, 
does  not  lay  down  a scale  for  worked* 
above  tlie  age  of  twenty-one?  This,  kes 
not  mean,  as  die  wilfully  or  ignorantly 
suggests,  that  the  C.W.S.  does  not''  pay 
higher  wages  to  men  above  this  age.  - 

Look  at  the  figures  he  quotes,  l'or  njdj 
assistants  the  Grocers’  Association  standWJ 
at  twenty-one  is  57s.  per  week,  anil  the 
C.W.S.  60s.  per  week.  .Then  lie  gueson'W 
show  that  the  association’s  scale  proceeds 
to  the  age  of  twenty-five  with  weekly  pny. 
of  64s.  8d.  We  do  not  suggest  that  Hi 
64s.  8d.  is  the  maximum;  it  may  be,  ori 
may  not  be.  But  we  know  that  be.vofl 
the  age  of  twenty-one  C.W.S.  wages 
from  68s.  5d.  to  98s.  per  week. 
not  wish  to  individualise.  If  we  di,  < 
would  indicate  that  the  standard  rate.> 
the  skilled  engineer,  which  is  subscciuei  w 
to  be  56s.  per  week,  is  in  the  lower  grp,., 
of  wages.  , 

Above  tlie  age  of  twenty-one  "'ng. 
under  the  C.W.S.  are  gauged  by  nl 
with  in  a sense,  no  strict  limit.  , 

Take  Mr.  Leslie’s  figures  again.  «aio 
porters,  he  says,  under  the  A°r.in . 
England  Wholesale  Grocers’  Associa  > 
receive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  ' 

per  week,  and  under  the  CAN  -s-  • *7.. 

week.  Ages  below  this  do  not  enter 
argument,  because  the  C.W.S.  doc  ^ 
employ  any  porter  tinder  twenty-one, 
all  who  are  employed  get  over 
week,  and  rise  above  the  08s  per  ' • ,eJ 

the  age  of  twenty-four,  which  h°  . 
as  the  Grocers’  Association  wos"1’1  ‘ c, 

Mr.  Leslie’s  contention  about 
comparisons  will  not  . bear  _ ’"'.  ^ufrbtely 
All  through  his  comparisons  he  deli  a 
assumes  that  the  C.W.S.  does  >i°  J - 0f 
penny  higher  than  the  rate  at  to  b ^ 
21.  He  says  the  truth  will  ollt,n ,niished 
case,  however,  it  has  not  acco  P 
this  natural  feat. — Yours,  Are..  KSCr, 
Co-operative  Press  Ag 


••  High-Brow  Snobbery. "-Just 
from  a reader: — “When  tlie  w „ ppj*- 
rank  and  file  of  the  I^nboiir  nna  Ytur^i  t<> 
tive  Movements  are  sufficiently  , 1 , 
appreciate  the  4 Millcote  -l  r *0  do-  * ' 
wOL  be  little,  left  (0*  the  retormcr  1 ^ 

It  has  virility  without, . /W 
snobbery.” 
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A GREAT  DAY. 

cr  COLUMB  ROAD  SOCIETY’S 

5 ‘ achievements. 

C.VV.S.  EXHIBITION. 

OPENING  OF  NEW  CENTRAL 
PREMISES. 

The  co-operators  of  St.  Columb  Road  were 
much  in  evidence  on  Friday,  last  week,  the 
gceasion  being  the  opening  of  a fine  set  of  now 
central  premises  and  the  holding  of  a C.W.S. 
exhibition.  St.  Columb  Road  is  situated  in 
the  midst  of  the  china  clay  area  of  the  Goss 
Moor  in  Cornwall,  and  its  activities  extend  to 
the  group  of  hamlets  in  the  area  around.  The 
keenest  interest  in  the  new  venture  has  been 
taken  by  the  members,  and  for  the  opening 
oeremony  an  excellent  programme  of  events 
had  been  arranged  by  Messrs.  Wakeham  and 
Bray,  the  manager  and  secretary  respectively. 
Members  from  Treviscoo  and  St.  Dennis  were 
conveyed  to  St.  Columb  by  charabanc,  and  a 
fine  concourse  of  members  and  friends 
assembled. 

The  chairman  of  the  proceedings  was  the 
sectional  organiser  (Mr.  W.  H.  Flowers),  who 
called  upon  Captain  M.  Richards  (the  president 
of  the  society)  to  open  the  new  building. 

Captain  Richards  reviewed  the  nineteen 
yeare’  history  of  the  society,  with  which  he  had 
"been  associated  since  its  inception.  The  whole 
of  their  original  capital,  he  Baid,  was  £40  ; now 
it  stood  at  about  £13,000.  He  was  proud  of 
their  achievements,  and  was  proud  of  that 
splendid  building  which  they  collectively 
owned.  He  predicted  greater  successes  for 
the  society  in  the  future. 

At  the  Exhibition. 

After  a very  helpful  and  appreciative  address 
by  the  Rev.  S.  J.  Childs-Clarke,  M.A.  (Vicar  of 
St,  Columb),  the  members  and  friends  passed 
upstairs  to  the  spacious  room  where  the  ex- 
hibition of  C.W.S.  products  was  held.  Here 
Mr.  Flowers  called  upon  Mr.  Adams  (Plymouth 
depot  of  the  C.W.S.)  to  open  the  exhibition. 

Mr.  Adams  very  graphically  described  the 
various  productive  works  represonted,  and  re- 
vealed the  extensive  capacity  of  the  movement 
to  cater  for  the  requirements  of  the  people. 

The  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  in  supporting  Mr. 
Adams,  expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  evidences 
of  the  success  of  St.  Columb  co-operators  with 
which  he  was  surrounded,  and  made  an  im- 
pressive appeal  to  the  people  to  have  con- 
fidence in  themselves,  and.  to  believe  in  their 
capacity  for  even  greater  things.  He  also 
asked  them  to  have  a larger  measure  of  loyal 
confidence  in  those  whom  they  chose  to  be 
their  co  operative  representatives.  Given 
these  two  important  factors,  and  an  intelligent 
grasp  of  their  responsibilities  and  possibilities, 
there  was  scarcely  any  limit  to  the  measure  of 
their  future  successes. 

The  Road  to  the  Commonwealth. 

A public  tea  was  also  well  patronised,  and 
wth  streamers  gaily  flying  and  the  toy  bal- 
loons of  the  children  floating  around,  the  whole 
district  seemed  to  be  en  fete. 

In  the  evening  a large  number  of  members 
»nd  friends  assembled  in  the  Victory  Hall. 
Captain  Richards  presided,  and  the  Rev. 
Ramsay  gave  another  stirring  address. 

The  speaker  was  in  excellent  form,  and  in  a 
rorvcy  of  the  evolution  of  the  people  from  the 
industrial  slavery  to  a desire  for  economic 
. om  analysed  the  causes  that  were  retard- 
®g  progress,  and  revealed  the  methods  that 
'Wuld  enable  them  to  secure  all  that  was 
n8*%  theirs.  The  co-operative  movement 
*as  the  biggest  lever  they  could  use  in  this 
“■Motion,  and  by  loyalty  in  trade  and  to  co- 
°Porativc  ideals  they  would  progress  far  on  the 
to  the  attainment  of  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth.  * 

The  meeting  was  also  addressed  by  Mr.  E. 
ey  and  the  sectional  organiser,  and  was  in 
<y  sense  a fine  educational  demonstration, 
t tho  whole  of  the  functions  the  Cornish 
>etiea  were  well  represented,  and  the  whole- 
J*rt<*1  manner  in  which  tho  C.W.S.,  the  Co- 
\rn^  1VC  ^n*on>  and  the  local  representatives 
e<*-  together  was  no  doubt  very  largely 
,P° risible  for  the  great  success  of  this  red- 
r day  of  the  St.  Columb  Road  Society. 


bach  nc'"or  d°6  Brown  (secretary  of  the  Tai- 
com  ^ Talbot  Society’s  educational 
ketu  *'aS  arran8e(I  a fino  series  of  public 
tbo  r°8  *°r  hh°  coming  session,  and  among 
Mr 8 w3hcra  will  bo  Mr.  J.  Ramsay  Macdonald, 
Colli " °'T'an  'Tones,  M.P.,  Professor  Edgar 
Jjj.  r,  j Vanaea),  Miss  Picton  Turberville, 
Mr'  j ,Lansbury.  Mr.  T.  I.  Mardy  Jones,  M.P., 
Hui  x,  Robcrtson,  M.P.,  Mr.  F.  W.  Jowett, 
Graham,  M.P. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 


Having  now  been  established  forty  years 
the  society  at  Stroud  finds  itself  in  retrospec- 
tive mood.  It  commenced  business  in  Chapel- 
street  in  1882,  and  the  central  premises  and 
offices  are  still  in  the  same  situation.  The 
starting  of  the  society  was  tho  outcomfe  of 
propaganda  work  by  Gloucester  members, 
and  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Clay  was  in  tho  habit 
of  claiming  Stroud  os  his  robust  child.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Clay  was  one  of  the  great 
outstanding  champions  of  co-operation  not 
only  in  the  district  but  in  all  parts  of  Wales. 
Tho  population  of  Stroud  was  then  about 
7,600,  and  the  first  year’s  sales  wore  £2,936. 
The  movement  made  steady  progress,  and  six 
years  later  opened  its  first  branch — at  Chal- 
ford — a village  four  miles  away,  where  the 
first  year's  sales  were  £1,966. 

To-day  there  arc  ten  branches,  as  well  as 
the  central,  which  is  fitted  out  with  grocery, 
boots,  outfitting,  and  furnislring  departments  ; 
while  a drapery  department  is  connected  with 
the  London-road  branch.  Brimscombe  and 
Chalford  are  situate  in  the  beautiful  “ Golden 
Valley  ” ; Minchinhampton,  Bussage,  Rod- 
borough,  Whiteshill,  and  Painswick  being 
situate  on  tho  hillside  around.  The  gradients 
are  from  600  feet  to  800  feet  above  sea  level, 
and  this  naturally  increases  tho*  cost  of 
delivery.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  membership  is  now  3,934,  and  cases  of 
dual  membership  are  rare.  The  share  capital 
is  £48,172,  on  which  6 per  cent,  interest  is 
paid.  The  society  owns  all  its  business  pre- 
mises, with  tho  exception  of  the  drapery  shop, 
and  includes  in  its  rolling  stock  two  motor 
lorries,  a motor  van,  and  eleven  horses  and 
carts.  The  original  cost  of  £35,444  has  by 
regular  depreciation  been  reduced  to  the 
nominal  sum  of  £13,738.  Tho  society  follows 
up-to-date  lines  in  a flourishing  stamp  club  ; 
there  being  also  coal  and  clothing  clubs, 
and  a children’s  penny  bank  ; while  the  scheme 
of  collective  life  assurance  is  also  in  operation. 

Tho  popularity  of  tho  threepenny  stamp 
club  amongst  co-operative  societies  has  induced 
the  C.W.S.  to  initiate  a Christmas  chocolate 
or  sweet  club  on  similar  lines.  Gloucester 
Society  has  adopted  tho  principle,  but  will 
accept  tho  coupons  for  any  goods  and  give 
checks  at  the  time  tho  coupon  is  purchased. 

The  New  Tredegar  and  District  Educational 
Committee  will  open  their  winter  programme 
on  October  16th,  with  a week  of  " Casey,” 
whose  last  visit  to  tho  distriot  was  one  huge 
success  at  every  recital. 

The  need  for  more  capital  is  general  among 
societies,  but  none  could  put  additional  capital 
to  greater  advantage,  perhaps,  than  the  Cardiff 
Printers.  An  appeal  has  been  issued  by  the 
committee  for  an  increase  in  share  capital  to 
enable  tho  business  to  be  extended,  in  order 
that  much  more  additional  work,  which  can 
be  obtained,  may  be  catered  for.  The  share 
and  loan  capital  at  present  is  £1,835,  which 
is  more  than  covered  by  assets.  Tho  society, 
this  week,  secured  the  contract  for  the  whole 
of  the  printing  of  the  Cardiff  Union,  and  was 
in  competition  with  all  other  local  printers. 

Although  the  management  committee  . of 
the  Cardiff  Society  has  decided  that  the  course 
of  lectures  to  the  members  of  the  Men’s  and 
Women’s  Guilds  must  be  deferred  owing  to 
the  necessity  of  preparing  for  the  guild  Con- 
gress next  year,  it  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  the 
work  among  the  children  is  not  to  be  curtailed, 
and  more  classes  and  guilds  are  in  course  of 
formation.  In  view  of  . tho  widespread  de- 
pression of  trade,  with  little  or  no  gleam  of 
industrial  brightness,  tho  management  com- 
mittee has  been  compelled  to  reduce  tho  staff 
in  several  of  tho  departments  ; fortunately, 
they  have  nearly  all  found  fresh  employment. 

Reference  was  made  in  this  column  recently 
to  tho  two  Co-oporativo  Printing  Societies  in 
South  Wales,  and  Mr.  E.  Townley  has  for- 
warded a copy  of  the  last  balance  sheet  of  the 
Swansea  Printers  Ltd.  The  society  was 
started  in  1909,  and  for  tho  first  six  months 
the  trade  was  £156,  which  increased  during 
tho  next  year  to  £993,  since  which  time  up  to 
1920  the  society  increased  its  trade  to  £9,320, 
and  for  1921  tho  trade  amounted  to  £6,831  ; 
demonstrating  that  tho  volume  of  business  had 
not  been  seriously  affected  os  a large  allowance 
had  to  be  made  for  tho  difference  in  cash  value, 
duo  to  falling  prices  in  paper  and  material. 
Tho  year’s  working  Bhowed  a not  profit  of 
£614  9s.  9d.,  and  thoro  was  a balance  from  the 


previous  year  of  £177  13s.  Tho  general 
reserve  of  the  society  stands  at  £615,  bad  debts 
reserve  £30Q,  provident  fund  £50,  and  share 
redemption  fund  £40  15s.  5d.  Out  of  last 
year’s  trading  £282  12s.  was  distributed  as 
bonus  to  employees,  and  £100  placed  to  the 
reserve  fund,  after  meeting  interest  on  share 
capital,  dividend,  dividend  on  members’ 
trade,  and  directors’  fees. 

When  the  new  buildings  are  completed  for 
the  society,  Swansea  will  possess  the  most 
modern  printing  house  in  Wales,  as  every 
consideration  has  been  given  to  the  needs  of 
the  employees.  Tho  new  buildings  will  be 
daylight-saving  ; so  vastly  different  from  the 
hundreds  of  underground  cellars  where  arti- 
ficial light  has  to  be  used  continuously,  and 
where  the  ventilation  is  much  less  than  is 
desired.  Tho  new  buildings  will  cost  £3,000, 
and  the  call  for  now  capital  was  readily  re- 
sponded to  by  a good  proportion  of  the  118 
shareholders.  Since  1914,  Councillor  Wm. 
Bevan  has  been  manager  and  secretary.  The 
society  had  experienced  a year  of  bad  luck 
when  Mr.  Bevan  took  it  over — since  which 
time  it  has  not  looked  back.  There  is  an 
executive  of  seven,  of  which  Mr.  J.  Twomey 
is  the  president.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Mr.  W.  Davies,  27,  Bogyn-road,  Llanelly, 
has  been  appointed  secretary  of  the  Llanelly 
educational  committee. 

Mrs.  Shannon  and  Mrs.  W.  Davies  (of  the 
Llanelly  Women’s  Guild)  have  been  very 
active  in  pushing  tho  sales  of  co-operative 
publications  by  means  of  personal  canvassing 
and  selling  copies  at  meetings.  As  a conse- 
quence of  their  enthusiastic  efforts  there  is  a 
likelihood  of  big  increases  in  the  numbers  sold. 

When  tho  next  list  of  new  magistrates  for 
Llanelly  is  published  it*  will  occasion  no  sur- 
prise if  the  names  of  two  prominent  co-ope- 
rators figure  therein. 

Mr.  Chas.  Pedric  has  succeeded  Councillor 
W.  D.  Owen  as  secretary  of  the  Lower  Cwm- 
twrch  Society.  At  the  last  quarterly  meeting, 
Mr.  Owen  was  heartily  thanked  for  his  in- 
valuable services  to  the  society ; he  having 
acted  as  secretary  since  its  inception,  and  a 
resolution  expressing  deep  regret  at  his  resigna- 
tion was  unanimously  carried. 

Tho  recent  note  in  this  column  referring  to 
tho  forthcoming  Eisteddfod  to  be  held  at 
Cardiff,  has  brought  a largo  number  of  in- 
quiries to  Mr.  W.  L.  Stedman  (the  organising 
secretary),  from  all  parts  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  even  from  the  Principality.  In  each  case, 
Mr.  Stedman  has  forwarded  a preliminary 
programme  and  hints  on  how  to  run  a success- 
ful competitive  festival  of  musical  and  other 
items.  As  some  hundreds  of  children  will 
be  taking  part  in  the  Eisteddfod,  there  is 
every  promise  that  the  choir  of  2,000  children’s 
voices  will  be  ready  by  the  time  the  Women's 
Guild  Congress  meets  in  Cardiff. 

After  long  and  protracted  negotiations  it 
seems  as  if  the  Gloucester  and  Hereford  Hours 
and  Wages  Board  and  the  N.U.D.A.W.  have 
come  to  an  agreement.  It  will  be  remembered 
that,  failing  settlement,  the  societies  enforced 
a reduction  in  wages,  and  this  was  made  the 
subject  of  reference  to  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators.  Since 
then  a specially  convened  meeting  of  manage- 
ment committees  of  the  area  has  been  held  to 
consider  tho  award  of  the  Joint  Committee,  at 
which  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  accept 
the  award  ; the  societies  in  the  Forest  of  Dean 
to  bo  further  considered  as  early  as  possible. 

The  award  under  Grade  A is  as  follows  : — 
Age  14,  males  13s.  ; 15,  16s.  ; 16,  18s.  ; 17, 
21s.  6d.  ; 18,  28s.  ; 19,  35s.  ; 20,  40s.  ; 21, 
54s.  ; 22,  56s.  6d.  ; 23,  60s.  6d.  ; 24,  61s.  ; 
26,  63s.  Ago  14,  females  lls.  ; 15,  13s.  ; 
16,  17s.  ; 17,  21s.  ; 18,  24s.  ; 19,  28s.  ; 20, 
31s.  ; 21,  34s.  ; 22,  37s.  Tho  award  was  made 
to  operate  as  and  from  July  17th  ; societies 
in  Grade  B to  bo  7 per  cent.  ; and  those  in 
Grade  C 10  per  cent,  less  than  the  foregoing 
scale.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  aggressive  policy  adopted  by  the  Here- 
ford Society  which  led  to  tho  opening  of 
branches  at  Leominster,  Ross,  and  Ledbury, 
has  been  largely  coincident  with  the  presi- 
dential term  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Hyett.  A busy 
man  in  bis  daily  duties  as  a railway  inspector, 
Mr.  Hyett  finds  time  to  tako  an  interest  in  tho 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 

The  Enfield  Highway  Society’s  Choral 
Society  resumed  practices  on  Friday.  The 
secretary  is  Mrs.  Harker,  162,  Kingsway. 
Ponder's  End. 

Classes  in  co-operative  bookkeeping  are 
,bebJ  “l  ^ie  central  district  of  the 
Enfield  Highway  Society,  whilst  arrange- 
ments are  in  hand  by  Mr.  Mason  for  • a 
class  in  industrial  history  to  be  held  it 
Enfield  Town. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Waltham  Abbey 
Mixed  Guild,  Mr.  D.  Mason  (educational  sec- 
retary of  tlie  Enfield  Highway  Society)  gave 
an  address  on  “ Charles  Dickens:  Social  Re- 
former,” on  Saturday  evening  last.  Mr. 
Mason  dealt  more  especially  tntli  the  novel, 
“ Hard  Times,”  arid  pointed  out  how  Dickens 
had  analysed  the  industrial  system  in  voguo 
in  his  day. 

An  exhibition  of  co-operative  productions 
lias  been  arranged  by  the  Reigate  Society. 

A useful  list  of  lectures  has  been  arranged 
by  the  South  Suburban  Society’s  educational 
department  in  conjunction  with  the  Women’s 
Citizen's  Association  and  the  Beckenham 
Adult  School.  These  will  include  fortnightly 
meetings  on  Wednesdays  at  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  Penge,  and  joint  meetings  at  the  Bal- 
gowan  Schools. 

The  South  Suburban.  Society  are  distribu- 
ting copies  of  the  C.W.S.  pamphlet.  "The 
Magic  Basket,”  for  propaganda  purposes. 

The  dancing  classes  arranged  by  the 
C.W.S.  employees’  social  and  "eereatio  n 
club  commenced  a new  session  on  Monday  at 
the  Assembly  Hall,  Iceman-street,  E.  The 
committee  have  arranged  a series  of  monthly 
dances  which  will  be  continued  until  April 
next,  and  also  seven  whist  drives.  There 
will  be  a teocial  evc/ning  on  Friday, 
January  5th. 

A very  successful  school  wn®  Ifeid  nt  Cam- 
bridge last  week-end,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  local  society — a report  of  which  will  be 
given  next  week. 

There  was  a gcod  attendance  at  the  Co- 
operative Hall  on  Saturday  eveniug  last,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  opening  social  of  the  edu- 
cation department  of  the  Enfield  Highway 
Society.  The  junior  orchestra,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Boosted,  played  four  selec- 
tions, and  vocal  items  were  pandered  by  Miss 
K.  Cirket,  and  instrumental  items'  were 
given,  by  Mr.  D.  Wilson  (violin)  and  Mr.  Reg. 
Chapman  (’cello).  To  the  music  of  Mr. 
Beosted’s  Quadrille  Band,  dancing  was  taken 
part  in,  and  a most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  Mr.  Roy  Harker  made  a very 
capable  and  painstaking  M.C. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

Railway  Clerks’  Association,  and  to  carry  out 
his  duty  as  a Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county.  He  has  been  connected  with  the 
society  from  its  commencement  in  1886,  and 
served  on  the  committee  for  about  thirty 
years.  Treasurer  of  the  Gloucester  and  Here- 
ford District  Association,  Mr.  Hyett  is  also 
on  the  hours  and  wages  board  for  the  same 
area,  representing  the  latter  on  the  sectional 
board.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Mr.  Hyett  has  made  a study  of  the  co- 
operative movement,  is  interested  in  garden- 
ing, and  has  been  twice  highly  commended  for 
efficient  duties  on  railway  administration. 
Ho  imbibed  his  co-operative  ideas  from  his 
parents,  who  were  members  at  Gloucester ; 
in  fact,  all  the  family  are  interested,  a nephew 
being  a branch  manager  at  Cheltenham. 

Starting  work  on  a farm  at  the  early  age  of 
eight,  Mr.  Hyett  had  but  little  “ schooling,” 
and  had  to  get  his  own  living  before  he  was 
eleven,  then  being  away  from  home.  His 
father  was  trying  to  bring  up  a family  of  nine 
on  a weekly  wage  of  12s.  As  yet  but  sixty 
years  of  age,  Mr.  Hyott  comes  of  a long-living 
stock.  Some  of  his  forbears  have  reached  the 
ages  of  eighty-six  and  one  hundred,  a brother 
being  now  eighty-three.  The  railway  service 
of  two  brothers  and  himself  is  nearly  150 


Cardiff  Printers  have,  in  competition  with 
the  leading  printing  firms  in  the  city,  obtained 
the  whole  of  the  printing  for  the  current  year 
from  the  Cardiff  Board  of  Guardians. 

" Wc  are  now  100  per  cent,  loyal  to  the 
C.W.S.  in  many  things,  notably  tea,  soap, 
candles,  and  biscuits ; and  in  many  other 
things  we  ought  to  be  and  can  be  100  per  cent, 
loyal,  ii  you  did  not  demand  other  makes,” 
is  an  extract  from  a circular  issued  by  tho 
manager  of  the  Trecynon  and  Cwmdarc 
Society.  ♦ « « 

Following  the  lead  of  the  Tredegar  Society 
which  recently  disposed  of  nearly  1,000 
blankets,  the  Cardiff  Society  is  about  to  con- 
centrate on  a campaign  to  excel  the  sales  of  the 
Valley  Society.  ♦ ♦ • 


12 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


■Ocrona,  7 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  bo 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  “Women’s  Pages," 
"Co-operative  News”  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


A MUCH-TALKED-OF  BOOK. 

THIS  FREEDOM"  AND  WOMAN'S  CHANGING  POSITION. 


THE  TIDE  HAS  TURNED. 

home-coming  of  the  c.w.s.  ship. 

There  is  much  encouragement  to  be 
gained  from  this  half-yearly  report  of 
our  C.W.S.  directors,  the  loss  of 
£3,434,620  recorded  twelve  months  ago 
having  been  turned  into  a surplus  of 
£23,621. 

Looking  back  over  a few  years,  one 
sees  our  C.W.S.  as  a stout  little  ship 
battling  with  a tempest  fierce  beyond  all 
record.  Tossed  and  almost  stunned 
with  the  force  of  the  gale,  the  little  ship 
rode  on,  sometimes  crossing  the  waves, 
sometimes  falling  into  the  trough  of  the 
sea,  at  times  almost  beaten  off  its  course 
in  treacherous  waters.  But  it  is  a stout 
ship  that  is  carrying  us  to  the  land  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  its  crew  and 
passengers  never  fell  into  a panic,  for 
they  knew  that  the  timbers  of  which 
the  gallant  craft  is  fashioned  are  of  the 
sort  that  do  not  part  company  in  bad 
weather.  To-day  the  ship  is  nearing 
calm  waters  and  sunny  seas,  and  the  port, 
though  still  distant,  waits  to  welcome  the 
good  ship  " Co-operation  ” to  anchor. 

There  are  a good  few  damages  and 
repairs  to  be  made.  The  big  loss  of 
nearly  £3,500,000  incurred  in  1921  has 
to  be  made  good,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
it  will  take  about  twelve-and-a-half  years 
to  clear  this  off.  •.  One  can  never  tell, 
however.  So  much  depends  upon  us.  If 
the  women  of  the  movement  set  to  work 
with  a will  the  repairs  in  trade,  in  volume 
of  production,  and  in  influx  of  capital 
may  go  on  at  a much  quicker  rate  than 
is  happening  at  this  moment. 

The  directors  of  the  C.W.S.  are  con- 
fident that  the  tide  has  turned,  and  that 
the  incoming  tide  wall  bring  prosperity 
and  success.  May  it  -be  so  indeed,  but 
although  we  have  pleaded,  and  still 
plead,  for  faith  in  the  movement,  we  ask 
once  again  for  " works  ” to  bring  our 
faith  to  life  and  power.  “Works,”  as 
we  understand  it,  means  just  the  old 
duty  and  privilege  of  loyalty  and  sup- 
port— as  far  as  in  us  lies.  And  this,  as  we 
have  so  often  said,  must  be  mutual. 

Speaking  at  the  meeting  of  the  Central 
Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  last 
week,  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  urged 
what  he  called  " the  psychology  of  the 
shop  window  ” as  a means  of  rousing 
members  to  greater  spending.  There  is 
much  to  be  said  for  tasteful. and  attrac- 
tive shop  window  displays,  and  certainly 
many  improvements  are  possible  in  this 
direction  in  many  of  our  societies. 

We  would , however,  say  that  what  is 
needed  above  all  things  at  this  time  is  an 
attractive  display  of  the  good  principles  of 
co-operation ! 

The  constant  setting  forth  of  our  con- 
victions that  nothing  but  honest  goods, 
made  under  fair  conditions,  are  worthy 
of  our  support.  We  want  the  hallmark 
not  only  of  unassailable  appearance  and 
price,  but  of  the  human  factor  of  mutual 
benefit  to  the  worker  and  the  consumer 
alike,  to  be  fully  displayed  in  our  shop 
windows. 

Let  this  be  the  flag  we  will  run  up  at 
the  masthead  of  our  incoming,  storm- 
tossed,  but  triumphant  ship,  and  all  will 
rejoice  in  the  homecoming. 


SACRIFICING  THE  CHILDREN. 

- The  Central  Committee  of  the  Women’s 
Co-operative  Guild,  on  behalf  of  50,000 
working-class  mothers  and  their  children, 
bitterly  protest  against  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  sacrificing  the  children  to 
save  the  taxpayer,  nnd  in  particular  against 
the  cutting  down  of  expenditure  on  meals 
for  school  children,  the  attempts  to 
enforce  the  exclusion  of  children  under  six 
from  the  schools  in  contravention,  of  the 
undertaking  given  in  the  House,  and  the 
recognition  of  unqualified  teachers. 

They  call  upon  the  Government  to  with- 
draw circulars  1,261  nnd  1.273  and  clause 
II.  of  the  Economy  (Miscellaneous  Provi- 
sions) Bill,  and  to  secure  the  full  operation 
of  the  Provision  of  Meals  Act  and.  Educa- 
tion Acts. 


Scottish  Guild  and  Self-Government, — 

The  Central  Comniitteo  of  the  English 
Women’s  Co-operative  Guild,  at  their  meet- 
ing held  last  week,  extended  their  cordial 
sympathy  and  support  to  Section  IV.  of  the 
Scottish  Women's  Guild  in  their  stand  fer 
the  self-determination  of  the  Guild. 


Tue  question  whether  a married  woman 
ought  or  ought  not  to  follow  a gainful 
occupation  after  lier  marriage  is  the  theme 
round  which  A.  S.  M.  Hutchinson  has 
written  his  astonishingly  debatable  book* 

The  conclusions  of  tne  author,  if  one 
may  judge  from  the  fearful  punishment 
which  falls  upou  the  heroine  of  his  story 
because  she  deliberately 
chooses  to  use  her 
special  gifts  of  intellect 
and  training  outside  her 
home,  will  leave  the 
great  majority  of  our 
women  readers  cold  and 
unbelieving.  Things 
like  that  did  not 
happen  to  this  woman 
because  she  was  a 
capable  business  woman, 
clever  enough  to  or- 
ganise both  her  office 
and  her  homo  upon 
smooth  - running  com- 
fortable lines,  hut  be- 
cause she  was  a self- 
centred  egoist,  who  all 
her  life  had  stood  out- 
s i d e the  circle  of 
CQimnou  human  sympa- 
thies and  emotions. 

Such  a woman,  without 
her  work,  would  inevi- 
tably have  “ organised  ” 
her  household  so  as  to 
ease  herself  of  the  inti- 
111  u t 0 drudgery  of 
domesticity.  She  would 
have  chosen  a “ per- 
fect ” nurse  for  the  babies  when  young, 
and  an  efficient  Miss  Prescott,  with  all  the 
most  modern  ideas  on  child  culture  to 
carry  them  011  to  boarding  school  age. 
She  would,  in  agreement  with  her  husband, 
have  found  and  sent  them  on  to  the  best 
public  schools  their  picnns  could  afford. 

She  lived  in  the  class  that  can  do  these 
things,  and  invariably  does  them,  and 
whose  children  take  their  chances  of  life 
from  the  environment  of  the  nursery  and 
the  school,  and  mainly  grow  up  creatures 
whom  their  parents  have  to  learn  to  know 
as  beings  strangely  different  to  themselves 
when'  they  were  young. 

Poor  Rosalie  found  out  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  modern  girl  of  nine  to 
love  the  “Wide  Wide  World,”  or  the 
modern  boy  of  eleven  to  go  into  raptures 
over  the  ” Swiss  Family  Robinson.”  She 
has  a sincere  fit  of  repentance  and  renun- 
ciation, and  gives  up  her  work  to  come 
■home.  But  it  did  not  do.  “ She  thought 
the  children  would  have  been  entirely 
dependent  on  her.  She  found  them  in 
many  ways  independent  and  wishing  to  be 
independent.  It  would  have  been  all  right 
if  it  had  been  all  right.  That  was  it.”  So 
she  lets  her  business  interests  have  full 
play  again  until  the  tragic  end. 

The  storv  adds  nothing  to  the  solution 
of  the  problems  which  tace  the  woman 


PAID  POSITIONS— CLEAR 

LEAD  NEEDED. 

Dear  Madam,  — The  discussion  on 
“ Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions  ” is 
interesting,  but  a clear  lead  would  do 
much  to  help  us.  For  instance,  Mrs. 
Wheeler  speaks  of  a woman  who  takes  in 
boarders,  but  that  is  surely  not  ”a  paid 
position,”  however  paying  the  job  may  be. 

I was  sent  as  a delegate  from  our  guild 
to  a conference  on  this  subject  at  a 
meeting  of  the  South-East  Metropolitan 
District  (Southern  Section)  and  I came 
away  dissatisfied.  The  word  “legislate” 
was  frequently  need  by  the  speaker  (Mrs. 
Archer),  but  the  guild  can  only  legislate 
in  the  movement. 

Then  we  were  told  “ the  guild  legislates 
for  the  married,  not  the  single  woman.” 
That  being  the  case,  why  has  co-operation 
no  provision  for  the  single  business  women, 
many  of  whom  can  never  marry,  but  who, 
nevertheless,  need  food  to  eat,  clothes  to 
wear,  and  a roof  overhead.  At  the 
conference  the  speaker  instanced  as 
leaders  among  women,  Boadieea,  Mrs. 
'Giddons,  Ellen  Terry,  and  Godiva  of 
Coventry.  Blit  it  is  no  use  leading  whero 
no  one  else  can  follow.  But  such  are  not 
leaders  in  the  sense  we  understand  leaders, 
and  our  rank  and  file  cannot  be  led  to 
such  heights. 

The  monotony  of  home  life  seems  to 
impress  some  or  the  speakers,  but  if  you 
put  a “ Jooum  tenens  ” in  the  married 
woman’s  homo  it  is  just  as  monotonous  for 
her,  Again  we  were  told  at  this  confer- 
ence that  parents  would  not  nut  their 
children  to  skilled  occupations  that  called 
for  long  trainingf  if  they  could  not  carry 
on  those  occupations  when  they  married. 
But  who  can  predict  whether  the  girl  will 
marry,  and  if  phe  does  not,  her  training 
will  be  of  servioo  to  her,  unless,  indeed, 
the  married  women  intend  to  close  the  door 
against  their  single  sisters. 

A PECKHAM  Guilds  woman. 


who  must  go  out  “ daily  ” to  the  wash-tub 
or  the  factory  to  maintain  her  children, 
for  the  question  of  economic  pressure  lias 
no  part  in  the  life  of  Rosalie  Occleve. 

True,  she  and  her  husband  agree  that 
they  can  arrange  their  household  on  a 
more  sumptuous  scale  because  thw  are 
both  earners,  but  this  is  not  the  renron  for 
her  choice.  Her  choice 
was  made  because  from 
her  earliest  childhood 
she  had  absorbed  the 
knowledge  that  boys 
and  men  had  all  the 
power,  and  women 
were  subject  to  them. 
She  grew  up  with  the 
settled  conviction  that 
she  herself  would  live 
her  own  independent 
life  of  power.  When, 
with  extraordinary  good 
fortune,  she  meets  the 
man  who  is  the  “ per- 
fect ” husband,  per- 
fectly willing  (in  theory) 
to  let  her  have  her  own 
way,  she  discovers  with 
amusement  that  “all 
men  marry  for  a home." 
Just  as  she  has  earlier 
discovered  that  “ every 
home  and  city  swarms 
with  derelict  women 
just  because  their  lives 
are  all  planned  as  blind 
alley  occupations,  mar- 
riage at  tne  end  of  the 
alley’,  no  need  to  do 
anything,  no  need  to  be  anything,  because 
it’s  ouly  a blind  alley  -your 're  in.” 

None  of  the  people  in  this  book  aro 
really  pleasant  to  read  about.  Rosalie’s 
mother  was  a saint  and  a slave,  who  “ gave 
away  everything,  first  to  her  father,  then 
to  her  husband;  then  to  her  children  ” — 
the  sort  of  woman  whom,  by  implication, 
the  author  would  have  all  wives  to  be. 
Yet,  strangely  enough,  her  children  did 
not  turn  out  particularly  well.  Anna 
drowned  herself  in  the  pond  “ because  of 
men.”  Two  other  girls  flirted  away  to  find 
husbands  and  to  settle  far  from  home. 
Two  hoys  settled  abroad,  leaving  their 
parents  alone  at  the  end  of  life  except  for 
the  occasional  begrudging  visits  of  Rosalie, 
who  “had  herself  to  think  of.” 

Here  lies  the  tragedy  of  this  book. 
Rosalie  “ had  herself  to  think  of,”  not 
only  that  she  had  a place  in  the  world  of 
work  which  no  other  was  competent  to  fill. 
If  the  question  of  a married  woman’s  right 
to  use  all  her  faculties  must  be  treated  in 
the  form  of  a novel,  someone  with  less 
sex  bias  than  A.  S.  M.  Hutchinson  must 
some  day  write  it. 

• “ This  Freedom, “ by  A.  S.  M.  Hutchinson.  Pub- 
lished by  Ilodder  and  Stoughton  Ltd.  Price  7s.  6d. 


“ Woman's  Outlook  ” for  recipes. 


Dear  Madam, — The  question  of  “ Married 
Women  in  Paid  Positions  ” sets  all  women 
thinking,  but  so  far  the  question  has  been 
viewed  from  an  individualistic  standpoint, 
which,  I take  it,  we  are  being  asked  not 
to  do,  but  to  sink  all  personal  feeling  as 
working  mothers,  seeing  only  the  issue 
aimed  at  by  the  leaders  of  our  movement, 
i.e.,  a united  stand  against  “ ousting 
women  from  industrial  and  professional 
life.”  Mrs.  Close,  at  Marske-hy-the-Sea, 
says:  “ During^  the  war  women  were 

needed  for  all  kinds  of  work,  and  are  now 
being  put  back  to  pre-war  level.” 

Why  should  we  base  our  outlook  on  the 
war?  Many  women  left  their  homes  and 
girls  other  jobs  to  take  up  -war  work ; 
others  carried  on  efficient  or  otherwise  the 
men’s  jobs.  All  this  was  done  from 
patriotic  fervour.  But  to  me  this  is  not 
a true  conception  of  women’s  place  in  our 
national  life  to-day  neither  was  the  pre- 
war level  with  its  low  standard  of  living 
so  unfair  to  the  workers  of  either  sex. 
Married  women  have  always  worked  with 
single  women,  both  from  necessity  and 
choice,  and  wo  know  if  we  support  a 
motion  to  exclude  what  wo  will  call  “ the 
selfish  worker  from  choice,”  we  shut  out 
hundreds  who  are  forced  by  circumstances 
to  support  the  home. 

Personal  feeling  is  bound  to  be  strong, 
especially  among  such  a movement,  ns  the 
Co-operative  Women’s  Guild.  Rut  let  us 
mothers  by  our  experieuce  instil  into  our 
boys  as  bread-winners  the  desire  for  the 
highest  standard  of  living,  and  instil  into 
our  girls  their,  responsibilities  as  wives  and 
mothers.  Let  us  help  €hem  to  understand 
just  what  marriage  means,  nnd  perhaps  in 
time  we  shall  not  need  to  discuss 
“ Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions.” — 
Yours,  «fec., 

(Mrs.)  J.  Butler. 

Charlton  Kings,  Gloucestershire. 


“THIS  FREEDOM’’ 

AND 

“Woman’s  Outlook.” 


“ This  Freedom  ” is  popular 
because  it  reflects  woman’s 
changing  position  which  is  taking 
place  the  world  over.  Even  in 
South  America  women  are 
awakening  and  playing  a part  in 
the  furtherance  of  International 
Understanding  and  Peace. 


“ Woman’s  Outlook.” 


BE  SUBS  YOU  GET  A COPY. 


TO  SET  US  WOMEN  A-THINKING. 

BEFORE  AND  AFTER 
THE  WAR. 


TO 

MANAGEMENT 

committee 
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She  u president  ft 
loo.'il  g„ild  . , ^ 

useful  menihe,  JJ  ■ 


BEDLINGTON'S  BABY  SHOW 

Thb  Bedlington  Women’s  Guild 
arranged  a baby  show,  0f  whioli  i* 
intended  to  make  a field  day  in  the 
field  belonging  to  the  society  but  4, 


the  weather  was  not  favourable 


nud  tb 


function  took  place  in  the  bc'eko  H li 
which  was  packed  with  mothers  y 
and  friends  There  were  abbutlm 
entrants  of  the  loveliest  and  healthiest ev 
operative  babies  from  the  district  a|| 
whom  came  in  their  carriages.  ' Reall 
writes  Mrs.  Davison  (secretary),  <IQe  ij: 
envious  .of  those  possessing  such  babiw  1 
exhibit.  The  prizes  took  the  form  uf  rim 
of  knitted  wool  coats  and  hats  anil 
alls  purchased  with  money  from  the  guild 
funds.  The  judge  was  Dr.  Hudson  lb, 
medical  officer  of  health  for  the  district 
who  had  a very  difficult  task  in  uivnrdiue 
the  first  prize  in  each  class. 

The  proceeds  amounted  to  £3. 


GRIMSBY'S  NEW  BANNER. 


The  New  Cloe  (Grimsby)  Guild  hekL'iti 
third  birthday  party  last  week,  u hen 
members  and  friends  were  present.  fb« 
president  of  the  guild  (Mis.  If.  Blackb™ 
was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  the  sctiety'i 
president  (Mr.  T.  G.  Grubb,'  .1.1'.),  repi*. 
sentatives  from  the  board  and  e Jiicatioul 
committee,  also  delegates  from  other  hml 
guilds.  A musical  programme  was  pie- 
vided,  and  during  the  evening  Mr.  aa) 
Mrs.  E.  Hce  presented  tlio  guild  with  t 
banner  of  claret  silk  poplin  with  gid 
lettering,  decorated  with  a u lieatshoif  0! 
golden  corn,  a spade  and  inkle,  and  Ibi 
words  “Labour  and  Wait  " worked  in  1 
ribbon  at  the  bottom,  as  well  as  the 
National  Guild  motto,  “ Of  whole  heart 
cometh  hope.” 

Three  huge  birthday  cakes  mnd9  at  ilia 
society's  bakery  were  cut  by  the  president. 


OUR  OWN  PRESS. 


Mrs.  Bamfokd  Tomlinson,  of  Ilia 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society, 
was  the  speaker  at  the  last  meeting  of  fie 
Nelson  Women’s  Guild,  her  subject  beifl^ 
“The  Workers'  Press,"  which  proved  hole 
interestiug  and  instructive,  and  was  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  large  number  of  niw 
bers  present.  The  speaker  compared  the 
capitalistic  press  of  to-day  with  ourOjta 
co-operative  press,  showing  ihe  need  *or 
loyalty  to  our  own  periodical..  Everyone 
agreed  that  the  co-operative  periodical* 
were  worthy  of  support;  the  difficulty 
getting  them.  It-  was  pointed  out  tun 
shopmen,  generally  speaking,  did  B'J- 
regard  the  selling  of  periodicals  as  Frt  ° 
their  work.  The  speaker  thought 
women  could  he  advised  to  make  items 
tile  various  publicatious  on  the  8^5 
orders,  and  to  continue  this  practice  t 
their  wants  were  attended  to.  Mrang® 
it  might  sound,  the  co-operative  JU 
ment  was  dependent  upou  individual  c ' 
and  the  women  themselves  ivere  s 
its  best  missionaries. 


WIDOWS  SAY  “NO  MORE 

WAR." 


It  the  Dewsbury  and  Huddersfield 
it  Conference  at  Houley,  last  1m  • 
-esolution  was  passed  unanimous *7 
ting  against  once  more  being  P ,f 
□ the  horrors  of  war.  The  iu?j e ^eu 
ikson  (district  president)  sum  ff>f 
ild  already  hear  the  drums 
,ting,  although  the  wounds  or  ^ 
r had  not  healed.  “ Th^i!‘8  fforlM 
ked  the  cradle  would  rule  tne 
vorkiug  women  would  be  united 
leavour  to  prevent  war.  airs.  * 0» 
strict  committee),  the  seconder,  j|l 
ooal  relief  committee,  and  sn'  , „t;c  pi 
widows  of  the  fallen  were  e p ■ 
ir  desire  for  no  more  war. 


ir  the  Co-operative  CoUege. 

sale  of  work  was  recently  ;'cf“  Ch- 
ester Guild  in  aid  of  the 
ng  a National  Co-operative  U n.^oo, 
was  opened  by  Mrs.  LI001.10 -pi  whm 

assistant-secretary  of  the  ■ . 

er  remarks,  pointed  out  tne ^ 
d ifi  for  an  educational  conC  reeuirw 
mothers.  And  a college  . 
he  adolescents  of  the  woven  ^ ^ 
adame  Hercbergowa,  managerJSSwril«5i 
London  Toy  Faotory  Limite  w0ll, 


. very  grateful  to  y°u 


for  ) 


the  September  runjl*  ^ 


in  tne  aepiemu'-  0o<" 

an’s  Outlook.’  The  article  n ^ 
good  to  us,  and  we  h3V  uenco." 

es  for  catalogues  as  a conseq^n 
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AGAINST  war  on  any  pretext. 

NOT  A MAN-NOT  A GUN-NOT  A SHIP. 


SAY  THE  50,000  ORGANISED  WOMEN  WORKERS. 

Tho  air  is  still  full  of  war  rumours.and  as  we  write,  Tuesday,  October  3rd, 
the  hearts  of  women  are  torn  with  ideas  of  terror.  They  had1"  hoped  never  to 
dream  of  war  again. 

Co-operative  women  have  declared  that  they  will  never  countenance  war, 
and  at  the  present  crisis  they  are  ready  to  hold  up  the  banner,  “ No  More 
War,"  in  tho  interests  of  humanity.  Events  pass  before  our  eyes  with  such 
rapidity;  our  hopes  rise  and  fall  with  the  rumours  of  every  passing  hour.  It 
may  be  that  even  as  we  write  the  war  cloud  in  the  East  is  dissolving  into  tho 
golden  dawn  of  a peace  in  which  our  hearts  can  once  more  rejoice.  May  it 
be  so. 

But  lest  tho  doud  should  not  pass,  but  darken  once  again  the  homes  of  our 
land— too  terrible  to  think  of — we  give  below  the  fullest  publicity  and  our  sup- 
port to  the  resolution  passed  by  tho  Central  Committee  of  the  English 
Women’s  Guild  at  their  meeting  held  last  week.— Ed.,  " W.  P.” 


Jellow-Guilpswomen, — The  danger 
0[  a fresh  war  which  has  threatened  for 
some  days  is  upon  us — a war  against 
Turkey  to  preserve  the  freedom  of  the 
Straits  leading  to  Constantinople. 

War  with  Turkey  would  probably 
Involve  us  in  war  not  only  against  France 
audkussia,  but  against  our  whole  Indian 
Empire  and  the  rest  of  the  Mohammedan 
world. 

The  Government  fcontend  that  they 
are  pledged  to  preserve  the  " Freedom 
of  the  Straits.”  The  Straits  are  always 
jue  in  time  of  peace.  The  only  way  to 
preserve  the  freedom  of  the  Straits  for 
all  nations  is  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
arid. 

The  Central  Committee  from  their 
meeting  last  week  sent  the  following 
unanimous  resolution,  to  the  Govern- 
ment “ The  Women's  Co-operative 
Guild,  representing  over  50,000  mothers 
and  wives,  are  watching  with  growing 
concern  the  developments  in  the  Near 
East,  and  the  drift  towards  a new  war, 
too  horrible  to  contemplate.  They  de- 
dare  themselves  absolutely  against  war 
1 any  pretext  whatever,  and  resolve 

do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the 
wholesale  slaughter  of  the  young  life 
they  have  given  to  the  world,  by  actively 
supporting  their  menfolk  in  their  deter- 


mination— Not  a man,  not  a gun,  not 
a ship.  They  call  upon  the  Government 
to  stop  the  concentration  of  troops  in 
the  East  and  to  refer  the  question  for 
settlement  to  the  League  of  Nations  with 
the  inclusion  of  all  interested  States.” 

We  would  urge  all  guild  branches 
either  (1)  to  hold  an  emergency  meeting 
at  once,  or  (2)  to  arrange  a public  protest 
meeting  without  delay,  and  pass  a resolu- 
tion on  the  same  lines  to  be  sent  to 

(a)  The  Prime  Minister. 

(b)  Your  local  M.P. 

(c)  The  local  press. 

(d)  Your  local  Trades  Council. 

Please  also  send  a copy  to  the  guild 

office. 

If  impossible  to  arrange  a meeting 
yourselves  we  would  urge  all  guild  mem 
bers  to  take  an  active  part  in  any  other 
protest  that  may  be  arranged,  and  to 
see  that  at  all  meetings  there  is  at  least 
one  woman  speaker. 

The  Government  may  think  them- 
selves secure  in  having  a great  army  of 
unemployed  men  to  call  upon.  Pet 
the  women  help  their  men  to  stand  firm 
against  all  inducements. 

There  is  no  time  to  lose.  Watch  the 
papers,  act  at  once,  individually  and 
collectively,  and  show  the  Government 
that  we  will  have  no  more  war. 


HOW  DO  YOU  ANSWER  THESE  QUESTIONS? 

WHAT  IS  YOUR  TRADE  AT  YOUR  STORES? 


ARE  YOU  SUPPORTING  C.W.S.  PRODUCTIONS? 

Tl»  Co-operative  Parcel— A Test  Case. 

The  rendezvous  of  the  Dewsbury  and 
uddersfield  district  conference  last  Satur- 
J was  Honiey.  a typical  Yorkshire  village 
, a flourishing  twelve-months-old  Guild 
■Web. 


dooming  the  delegates,  Mrs.  Hartley 
ey)  entreated  all  present  to  take  a 
stand  against  a probable  war,  while  Mr. 
«ar<|  (president  of  the  Honiey  Society) 
^ ’ now  there  was  a C.W.S'..  woman  direc- 
women  would  be  more  loyal  to  C.W.S. 
Productions. 

bonding  over  the  conference,  Mrs.  Jack- 
tfflji  ict  Pres*dent)  urged  the  cultivation 
eilowship  and  unity. 

ConiTi  ^aWS  (‘t’,Jirborough  and  Sectional 
j , member)  was  the  speaker,  taking 
^ subject  “ The  Joint  Trade  Cam- 
lk  ' ®'le  explained  at  the  outset  that 
wmmittee  formed  in  connection,  with 
(ampaijr,,  consisted  of  representatives  of 
tcrs  'll1  <”entr:i1  Committee,  C.W.S.  direc- 
llu*  tke  Co-operative  Union,  The  three 
fetus  f Concentrate  upon  to  bring  an  im- 
ftid  ■ bade  into  tho  movement  are,  she 
ter^J,nc*s’  quality,  and  service.  Au  in- 
jJJj - ^ tesfc_case  of  prices  and  quality  of 
loro®  J /eeenUy  been  taken  bv  the  Scar- 
u*hii'l,  if* ‘ety's  management  committee, 
wten  16  guild  committee  were  present, 
^ the  ^ that  parcels  of  foodstuffs 
Were  dear800'^  8 ^our  *tanest  competitors 
Tu'ai\  a similar  parcel  from  the 
toiderg  ae  confr  of  the  parcels  from  other 
hU|ljn„  „!'Si  . th®  co-operative  parcel 
Tdd.  The  fourth  parcel 
t,ian  tlle  ot*ier8.  hut  was 
A cq.,.,  ’ th1°  goods  were  so  inferior. 
Uha^^tor  on  principle  would  l>e 
khn,,?,  r,a  Private  shop,  and  every 
k herself ; “Am  I doing 
fnc-toriP°SS,->,e  10  ko®P  0ur  OWn  co-opera- 
” The 


5^.8.  ’/i,!1  nns  n°t  being  placed  with  the 
t 0f  QV?»aJe  w<x‘k,y  purchases  per 


y '“lent  rnm„  : V1’1  , J ,,en  women  on  man- 

to  , -,,tteos  ^ould  never  allow  an 
^ to  private  firms  without 

tab..  , t „ 

‘ Productions  in  the 
- f 6d,  • ;n  mvnts  of  some  societies  was 
dttent,  1,1  ‘®  'V00'  an,l  ready-mades  de- 
1 “nd  l^r  week;  boots,  24d.  per 

f Honiey  on'  tlie 

us  tnnfe  with  tho  C.W.S. 


Why  Not  a Propaganda  Week? 

“ Take  more  interest  in  the  employees,” 
pleaded  Mrs.  Daws,  “and  endeavour  to  get 
your  education  committees  to  form  classes 
for  the  junior  employees.  Then,  with  the 
idea  of  stimulating  trade,  make  arrange- 
ments for  a special  propaganda  week,  ap- 
pointing local  propaganda  committees,  re- 
presentative of  the  different  committees,  and 
advertise  the  event  in  the  press.”  Guilds- 
women  would  be  willing  to  distribute  hand- 
bills calling  attention  to  specially  cheap 
lines.  Employees  should  he  interested  by 
prizes  offered  for  the  best  window  displays 
of  co-operative  productions,  and  free  mem- 
bership could  be  offered  for  that  week  only, 
whilst  large  societies  might  conclude  with  a 
monster  parade  on  the  Saturday  or  with  a 
fancy  dress  dance.  Guildswomen  could  also 
call  on  lapsed  members  and  canvass  certain 
streets. 

Mrs.  Merrill  (Birstall)  asked  if  societies 
should  stock  private  makers’  productions. 

“ Stock  the  articles,  but  do  not  display 
them,”  advised  the  speaker.  “ But  the 
assLstant  should  always  ask  the  customer  to 
try  the  co-operatively-produced  article.” 

Mrs.  Jackson  (district  secretary)  inquired 
if  dividend  should  be  paid  on  such  articles. 

Mr.  Shcnrd  (Honiey)  thought  it  would  be 
too  drastic  to  isolate  certain,  lines  from 
dividend. 

Mrs.  Booth  (Mirfield)  thought  societies 
paying  low  or  no  dividends  ought  to  be  able 
to  sell  chesiper  than  private  firms.  Here 
Mrs.  Daws  reminded  the  delegate  'that,  as 
co-operators,  they  paid  higher  wages  to  em- 
ployees than  did  private  traders. 

Mrs.  Butler  (Wakefield)  thought  that 
employees  were  not  interested  in  tlieir 
societies,  and  most  classes  started  for  their 
benefit  were  failures.  The  speaker  advocated 
classes  for  those  from  eight  to  twelve  years, 
when  such  students  would  pass  into  a more 
ndvanced  class,  from  which  junior  employees 
might  be  chosen.  It  was  advisable  that 
employees  should  come  from  co-operative 
families. 

Mrs.  Holden  (Dewsbury)  said  loyalty  was 
preached  twenty  years  ago.  If  women  were 
only  3d.  a week  more  loyal  to  their  societies, 
a vast  difference  would  be  made  in  trade. 

After  a member  of  the  Honiey  Society’s 
educational  committee  had  advocated  fixed- 
price  goods,  Mrs.  Bancroft  (district  com- 
mittee) moved,  and  Mrs.  Preston  (district 
committee)  seconded,  a vote  of  thanks  to 
the  speaker.  The  other  Sectional  Council 
member  present  at  the  meeting  was  Mrs. 
Jacques  (Wakefield). 


HUSBANDS  AND  SONS  SHALL  NOT  FIGHT. 

WAR  PROTESTS  FROM  WOMEN  CO-OPERATORS. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Nelson 
Women’s  Guild  the  following  resolution  was 
passed,  ami  has  sinoe  been  forwarded  to  the 
Prime  Minister:  — 

“ That  we  women,  in  view  of  the  critical 
situation  in  the  Near  East,  protest  against 
the  use  of  arms  and  force  as  a means  of 
settling  disputes.  We  believe  that  disputes 
should  be  settled  by  a conference  of  all  the 
nations  coming  together  to  reason  things 
out  clearly  with  au  attempt  at  mutual  under- 
standing. Only  when  the  sacr^dness  of 
human  life  is  realised  throughout  the  world 
will  the  real  peace  come,  heralded  by  good- 
will and  fellowship.”  ' 

At  the  Nottingham  District  conference, 
held  at  Netherfield,  Mrs.  Wallis  (district 
committee)  moved  a resolution  which  read  : 
“ This  conference  of  the  Nottingham  Dis- 
trict, Women’s  Co-operative  Guild,  pro- 
tests against  the  Government  plunging  the 
country  into  war,  calls  for  a meeting  of 
Parliament,  and  urges  co-operative  organisa- 
tions to  devise  measures  by  which  war  can 
be  prevented.” 

The  members  of  the  Boleyn  Guild  desire 
to  express  emphatic  opposition  to  a new 
war,  and  call  upon  the  Government  to  aban- 
don its  provocative  policy' in  the  Near  East. 
They  are  determined  to  use  every  means  in 
tlieir  power  to  prevent  their  husbands  and 
sons  from  entering  again  into  war. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Ipswich  Guild,  the 
following  resolution  was  passed  unani- 
mously:— “The  members  of  the  Ipswich 
Women’s  Co-operative  Guild,  who  are 


mothers  and  wives,  are  watching  with  grow- 
ing concern  the  developments  in  the  Near 
East  and  the  drift  towards  a new  war.  Wo 
declare  ourselves  against  war  on  any  pretext 
whatever,  denouncing  it  as  senseless  and 
diabolical,  and  shall  do  our  utmost  to  pre- 
vent our  sons  and  husbands  fighting.”  They 
nsk  the  Government  to  refer  the  question 
to  the  League  of  Nations,  with  the  inclusion 
of  all  interested  States.  They  demand  that 
Europe  slm.ll  be  given  an  opportunity  to 
recover  from  the  economic  tragedy  of  tho 
last  war. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Cannon  Hill 
Women’s  Guild,  held  recently,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  was  passed: — “That  this 
meeting  of  the  Cannon  Hill  Women’s  Co- 
operative Guild  views  with;  alarm  the 
attitude  of  the  British  Cabiilet  in  endeavour- 
ing to  force  another  war  in  the  Darda- 
nelles, and  consider  that  every  step  should 
be  taken  to  solve  the  crisis  by  a con- 
ference, and  not  by  force  of  amis." 


Leeds  and  the  Convalescent  Homes.— 

The  Leeds  Guild  branches  recently  arranged 
a flag  day  for  the  benefit  of  our  convales- 
cent homes,  through  which  they  raised 
the  sum  of  £34  lie.  8d. 

A preliminary  meeting  of  the  new  guild 
at  Elmers  End-road  (South  Suburban 
Society)  was  held  last  week.  Mrs.  Reid 
(district  secretary)  explained  the  objects 
of  the  guild.  The  official  opening  takes 
place  later. 
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BEST  VALUE, 

SOUND  QUALITY, 

AND 

SPLENDID  BARGAINS. 


C.W.S.  Littleborough  Blankets, 
at  23s.  6 d.  per  pair',  are  on  Sale 
at  all  Co-operative  Drapery  Stores. 
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MEDICAL_REPLIES. 

fCORRMPO.vDENis  are  rMuuted  to  writ?  In  Ink, 
on?  side  ot  tho  pnper,  distinctly,  and  briefly,  stating 
•ffo.  sex.  occupation,  r.nd  symptoms,  using  dlsUnctlv? 

“ noma-de-plumo " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
tames  and  addresses  ns  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acuta 
conditions  or  case*  requiring  to  bo  aeon  can  bo  con- 
sidered. Address,  " Tho  Doctor,”  ” Co-operative  News, 
long  Ulllgate.  Manchester,  i 

.Nabvijs  (“Anxious”). — Tho  growth  is  a 
small  “ nrevus,”  or  blood  tumour.” 
Should  it  incrense  in  size  get  it  removed 
by  a good  surgeon. 

“ WouniRD.”  — Your  trouble  iB  from 
“'pyorrhtea  ” — a septic  disease  around 
tile  fangs  of  the  teeth  which  poisons  the 
Wood,  and  the  only  cure  for"  it  is  by  having 
all  tho  teeth  affected  removed  by  a good 
dentist, 

“ YonK.” — Yours  is  a case  for  consulta- 
tion with  treatment  by  a good  hospital 
surgeon.  This  I advise  you  to  submit 
yourself  to,  and  tho  sooner  the  better  for 
your  own  sake. 

Neither  “dry”  nor  “wot”  eczema  is 
infectious.  For  treatment,  apply  boracic 
and  zinc  ointment  bn  boraeifc  lint,  changed 
twice  a day,  and  the  surface  of  the  affected 
skin  being  cleansed  with  olive  oil,  using 
no- water  or ‘soap  to  the  part.- 

“Employee.” — The  pains  you  describe 
are  probably  of  rheumatic  origin,  from 
which  you'  might  find  relief  by  a course  of 
salicylate  of  soda,  five-grain  tabloids,  three 
times  a day  for  a week,  leaving  oft  for  a 
week  and  resuming  for  another  week.  The 
other  trouble  is  purely  nervous  and  not 
worth  troubling  about. 

Housemaid’s  Knep,  (“Knee”). — The 

swelling  in  front  of  the  knee  is  probably 
from  " housemaid's  knee,”  which  should  be 
treated  by  painting  all  over  the  joint- and- 
for  some  distance  around  it  with  strong 
tincture  of  iodine,  and  allowing  to  dry  in. 
In  a few  days,  when  the  skin  begins  to  peel 
off,  repeat  this,  and  keep  on  doing  this  until 
the  swelling  lessens. 

Wax  in  the  Ears  (‘\Croydoniau  ”). — (1) 
Drop  some  warm  glycerine  and  bicarbonate 
of  soda  into  the  affected  ear  while  the  good 
one  is  resting  on  a pillow,  and  afterwards 
syringe  the  affected  one  with  warm  water 
through  a Higginson’s  syringe.  If  tllie  wax 
is  not  removed  thus,  get  a doctor  to 
examine  the  ear  and  advise  you.  (2)  Your 
frequent  “colds  in  the  head”  are  asso- 
ciated with  the  ear  trouble. 

Nits  (“  Perth  ”). — -Try  soaking  the  hair, 
&c.,  with  liquid  paraffin;  allow  this  to  dry 
in,  and  alfterwards  use  a small  tooth- 
comb.  N.B. — Be  sure  to  avoid  a light 
when  using  the  paraffin.  Lice  and  nits 
can  only  be  got  from  someone  else,  either 
from  tho  hair  or  some  head  covering.  They 
do  not  arise  spontaneously,  nor  does 
“dirt”  alone  breed  them.  Just  as 

chickens  can  only  come  from  eggs,  so  lice 
can  only  come  from  lice-eggs — “ nits'.” 
Varicose  Ulcer  (\\.  P.). — Your  “ ulcer  ” 
is  due  to  the  varicose  veins,  and 
until  these  are  “ cured  ” it  will  always 
he  liable  to  recurrence.  By  rest 
alone  can  the  ulcer  heal  aided  by  some 
kind  of  ointment,  ^uek  as  carbolic  oint- 
ment, and  after  it  is  healed  you  should 
wear  elastic  bandages  to  support  the 

enlarged  veins  and  prevent  the  skin 

breaking  again. 

Seat  Worms  (“  Granite  ”). — Use  injec- 
tions of  warm  salt  and  water,  one  table- 
spoonful  to  a tumbler,  by  means  of  a 
Higginson’s  syringe,  the  injection  being 
given  with  the  child  lying  on  its  side  and 
allowed  to  remain  for  about  five  or 
ten  minutes,  and  allowed  to  come 

away.  As  a stronger  solution  you  may 
use  infusion  of  quassia  instead  of  water 
with  the  salt.  N.B. — No  “ worm  cakes  ” 
or  “worm  powders”  are  of  any  practical 
help  whatever.  The  injections  may  be 
repeated  twice  a week  if  the  worms  are 
found  to  reappear. 

“ Jean." — Candour  compels  me  to  tell 
you  that  in  my  opinion  the  wearing  of  “ a 
rubber  brassiere  to  reduce  an  over-large 
bust  ” is  a piece  of  nonsense.  It  cannot 
possibly  reduce  the  over-large  bust,  and  is 
apt  to  be  injurious  by  its  harmful  pressure, 
and  it  may  possibly  predispose  to  cancer  in 
tho  breast — the  evil  you  fear — by  its  con- 
stant irritation.  It  is  now  well  known 
that  cancer  in  any  organ,  or  part  of  the 
body,  is  often  attributable  to  irritation 
by  something' or  other,  as  for  example, 
cancer  of  the  lip,  tongue,  or  mouth,  as 
the  result  of  the  irritation  of  smoking  a 
clay  pipe  or  other-  similar  irritant ; oanc-er 
of  the  stomach  to  the  irritation  of  unsuit- 
able .food  on  the  outlet  of  the  stomach, 
and  so  on.  I should  strongly  advise  you 
to  give  up  wearing  that  “rubber 
brassiere.” 

“ White  House.” — Thanks  for  vour  com- 
pliment that  “ I am  a straightforward 
man,”  as  you  say  you  yourself  are.  Here 
is  my  straightforward  reply  to  your 
queries.  The  main  cause  of  your  troubles 
is  constipation,  for  which  you  say  you 
have  “ tried  all,  sorts  of  fruits  but  have 

come  back  to  .pills.”  (1)  Reel)  on 

with  your  fruits,  but  give  up  the  pills, 
and  take  coarse  fcods — brown  bread,  oat- 
meal porridge  and  milk,  oatcakes,  treacle- 
cake,  coqr.se  green  vegetables,  and  such ; 
(2)  give  up  your  beer,  and  take  hot  milk 
at  bed-t iiiie  ; (3)  for  the  itching  of  the  legs, 
wash  them  in  weak  bicarbonate  of  soda 
solution,  dry  thoroughly  well,  and  apply 
boracic  acid  and  zinc  ointment  under  thin 
socles,  without  rubbing.  If  not  cured  soon, 
then  apply  resinol  ointment.  I think  your 
ton  miles  “ biking  ” to  and  from  your 
work  as  a coal  miner  is  too  niudh  for  you 
at  your  ago. 


CALENDAR. 


OCTOBER. 

7 8.  Wholesale  Society. —Divisional  Moelings  : In 

tho  Society’s  Preu*ise«,  West  Blondford- 
street,  NewoosHc-on-Tvnc,  nt  2 p.m.  In  tho 
Cainpordown  House  Hall,  Half-Moo/i  Passage, 
Duncnn-slreet,  London,  E.,  at  2 p.m.  In 
the  Church  Schoblroom,  Albert-street, 
Staplcford,  at  2 p.m.'  In  tho  Unity  Hall, 
Smyth-street,  Wakefield,  _at  3 p.m.  In  tho 
Mitchell  Memorial  Hall,,  ’ Balloon-street, 
■Manchester,  ut  3 p.rn;  In  tho  Oo-operativo 
Hall,  Vulcan ’s-lano,.  Workington,  at  2-45 
p.m.  In  tho  Society’S  Premise*,  Broad 
Quay,  Bristol,  at  2 p.m.-  In  tho  Society’s 
Premises.  St.  Mary-streot,  Cardiff,  nt  2 p.m. 

„ „ Women's  Guild.— Derby  District  Conference,  in 
tiie  Oongregatlonal  Chapel,  London -road, 
Orcwtnn,  Derby,  at  2-45  p.m.  Address  by 
Sectional  Oouncil  member. 

7-8  North-Western  Educational  Association  (North- 
Bust  Lancashire  Group). — Week-end  School 
at  Htll  End  House,  near  Burnley.  Lecturer, 
Mr. -T.  W.  Mervor  (Oo-o|>orativo  Union;. 
Subject : " The  Child  and  tho  Cooperative 
Movement.” 

„ „ Worcester  Society’s  Educational  Department- 
Two  Days'  School,-  in  the  Co-operative  Hall, 
Worcester.  Lecturer,  Proh'-wor ' F.  Hall, 
M.A.  Subject,  ” Co-operation  'and  Social 
Problems.". 

9 M.  Women's  Guild.— Autumn  Conference  of  tho 
Leeds  Executive,  in  • the  People’s  Hail, 
Albion-street,  Leeds,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion : “ Tho  Need  for  a Co-operative 
Press."  Speaker,  Mrs.  A,  Bamford 
Tomlinson.  1 

10-11  Women’s  Guild  (Manchester  District).— Two 
Days’  School,  in  tho  North-road  Hall,  Long- 
sight,  premises  of  ttie  Berwick  Society. 
Teaohor,  Mrs.  P rood  foot  (Colne,  Sectional 
Council  Member).  Subjects:  " The  Joint 
Trade  Campaign,"  " Tho  Women's  Inter- 
national," and  “ Married  Women  in  Paid 
Positions." 

11  W.  Woman's  Guild. — Rochdale  District  Conference, 
in  the  Guild  Room,  Moas-street,  Hey  wood,  at 
3 p.m.  and  7 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" International  Co-oj>or.itivo  Trade." 
Speaker,  Mrs.  Dqniela  (Liverpool).  . 

„ ,,  Women’s  Guild. — Norihants  and  Wellingborough 

District  Conference,  in  the  Public  Hall, 
Oorby,  at  2-30  p.m.  Address  by  a Council 


Orayford,  3 p.m.  Subject : “ Joint  Trade 
Campaign."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Leighton. 

12  Tlu  Women's  Guild.— North  Metropolitan  District 
Conference,  'in'  St.'  AldhClm’s  Hall,  Silver- 
street,  Edmonton.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions." 
Speaker,  Mrs.  Bain  (Central  Committee). 

14  S.  North-Western  Section. — North  Lonsdale  Dis- 
trict Conference,  nt  the  Stores,  Backluirrow, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Sales- 
manship '.to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  ,1.  T. 
Blades  (manager,  Leven  Valley  Society).  . 

Southern  Educational  Association. — Conference 
in  the  Assembly  Hall,  99,  Leman-streit, 
London,  E.,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  diseds- 
sion  : “Secondary  Education  for  All”;  to 
be  introduced  by,  Mr.  G.  S.  M.  Ellis,  M.'A. 

,,  „ Wholesale  Society.—  General  Meeting,  in  the 
Mitchell  Memorial  Hall,  Balloon-street,  Man- 
chester, at  2 p. 


Boys'  School,  Barry.  Subject ; " Citizen- 
ship.” Lecturer,  Miss  E.  M.  White  (Lec- 
turer in  Civics  to  London  County  Council). 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
A ALLIED  WORKERS-The  N.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


y> 


' Risdab'!  "Tridi  Union 
P*per  Fubliihjd  fortniclitly 
“ Siturdayi).  Price  2d., 
bionch  * emeries,  or  3d. 
post  ire;  from  Central  Olfice— • 
' Oakley,"  Wilmslow  Road, 
Fallow  field,  Manchestei. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


CENTRAL  DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted,  a 
YOUNG  LADY,  experienced,  to  serve  through, 
nnd  must  be  experienced  in  costumes.— Applications 
by  letter,  endorsed  " Drapery  Assistant,"  stating  age, 
cxiierience,  with,  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials,  to 
be  sent  to  the  Office,  Conglcton  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.,  not  later  than  Tuesday,  October  13th. 


DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted,  a thoroughly 
smart  Y’OUNG  LADY  for  Fancy  Department  of 
General  Drapery;  able  to  serve  through;  -quick  and 
obliging;  good  stockkeeper.;  windows;  a comfortable 
berth  and  good  wages  in  return  for  efficient 


2,  Market-square,  Wolverton. 


HARBURY  CO-OPERATIVE  INDUSTRIAL  SOCIETY 
LIMITED.— Good  all-round  BAKER  Required; 
one  used  to  making  smalls  nnd  delivering. — State  wages 
required,  witli  two  copies  of  testimonials,  to  the  abov* 
Society,  not  later  than  Tuesday,  Ootober  10th. 

HEAD-MILLINER  Required;  qualified  to  control 
workroom,  with  expert  knowledge  of  millinery 
and  mantles. — Apr'"  ' ~ " *’■ 

Society,  Grays. 


HORWICH  INDUSTRIAL  CO  OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LTD.  (86,  Lee -lane,  Norwich,  near  Bolton,  Lan- 
cashire).— Wanted,  a competent-  BOOT  and  SHOE  MAN- 
AGER; must  be  experienced  in  buying  and  up-to-date 
window-dresser;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wage?  puid.— Appli- 
cations, staling  age  and  experience,  with  copies  only 
of  two  recent  testimonials,  to  reach  the  Society  not 
later  than  Tuesday,  October  10th,  endorsed  " Boot 
and  Shoe  Manager/’ 


MANAGER  Wanted  at  onco  for  General  Store. 

must  be  first-class  provision  hand;  turnover  £200 
per  week,  and  splendid  opportunity  for  smart  man  to 
increase  trade;  state  wages  required  and  experience.— 
Apply,  Committee,  Oo-operntivc  Society,  Machynlleth. 


Millinery  and  costumes.— Wanted, 

roughly  smart  YOUNG  LADY  as  BUYER  for 
above  departments;  must  Ins  practical,  take  and  exe- 
cute own  orders,  and  well  up  in  bespoke  measuring 
for  costumes;  applicants  must  be  quick  and  obliging; 
good  wages  will  bo  paid  in  return  for  efficient  service. 
—Applications,  stating  nge,  wages  required,  experience, 
nnd  fullest  particulars,  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
2,  Market-square,  Wolverton. 


MILLINERY. — Wanted,  smart  and  up-to-date,  prac- 
tical MILLINER;  able  to  take  charge  of  mantle 
showroom. — Apply  by  letter,  stating  age,  wages,  nnd 
experience,  first  post,  Wednesday,  October  lltli,  Slnith- 
waitc  and  District  Co-operative  Society,  Slailhwaite, 
Yorks.  - 


T 


HE  Management  Committee  of  the  Skelmcrsdalo 


THE  Committee  of  the  Windsor  Co-operative  Society 
wish  to  thank  all  the  applicants  for  the  OUT- 
FITTING and  BOOT  ASSISTANT,  and  to  ' 


RE  vacancy  for  MANAGER  nnd  BUYER  for 

fitting  i/epurtment,  recently  advertised. — The 
Cefn  nnd  District-  C’o-operativc  Society  wish  all  appli- 
cants to  note  .that-  (Mr.  F.  Ncttlcship  (of  the  Beswick 
Society)  lias  received  the  appointment. 

STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  Cd-OPER ATI VE  PRO- 
DUCTIVE SOCIETY  LTD.,  17,  Middle  Hillgatc, 
Stockport,  Require  a TRAVELLER  to  coll  on  Drapery, 
Tailoring,  Outfitting,  and  Boot  Departments  of  Co- 
operative Societies  with  Smallwures. — Applications, 
stating  nge,  experience,  wages,  terms,  &<\,  with  copies 
of  two  recent  testimonials,  should  reach  the  Office  not 
later  than  Thursday,  October  12th,  endorsed 
" Traveller."  

THE  Committee  of  the  Hnrbury  Co-operative  Indies- 
trial  Society  Ltd.  wish  to  "thank  nil  applicant? 
for  tho  position  "recently  advertised,  and  beg  to  slate 
6aiuo  is  now  filled. 


wish  to  thank  all  the  applicant?  for  the 

ING  and  BOOT  1 ‘ 

vacancy  In  now  filled. 

THE  Oommitteo  of  the  Letchwort-li,  Hitchin,  and 
District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  beg  to  thank 
the  150  applicant?  for  DEPARTMENTAL  MANAGERS 
for  Drapery,  Boots,  and  Outfitting.  Deportments,  and 
to  Btato_fchat  the  positions  huve  been  filled. 

THE  Commtttoo  of  tilio  Newtown  Society  (Mid-Wales) 
wish  to  thank  the  numerous  applicants  for  post 
of  HEAlhSALESWOMAN  (or  GENTLEMAN),  and  to 
say  that  the  position  la  now  filled.  - ' 

TRAFFIC  MANAGER. — Applications  are  . invited  for 
the  -position  of  TRAFFIC  ' MANAGER  to  the 
Coventry  and  District  (Ay- operative  Society  Ltd.;  the 
person  appointed  must  be  a capable  organiser,  able 
to  oontrol  and  supervise  tho . whole  of  the  society's 
delivery  arrangements;  13  motor  vehicles  and  66  horses 
kept. — Applications  by  lottcr  only,  endorsed  " Trafflo 
Manager, stating  ago,  experience,  qualifications,  and 
salary  required,  to  be  received  riot  later  tlion  Ootobor 
16 th,  to  Coventry  and  District  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  West  Orchard.  _ 

WANTED,  BAKER  and  CONFECTIONER,  with 
special  knowl.e<lge  of  confectionery.— Apply, 
stating  ago,  wago,  and  experience,  witli  copies  of  two 
recent  testimonials,  to  tiro  Kirkby-in-AsliOeld  Co-opera- 
tive-Society  Ltd.  Low  Moor-road,  East  Kirkby,  Notts, 
not  later  ttian  Ootolmr  12th. 

ANTED, 


W*i 


knowledge  of  grocery  and  provision  trade  nnd  leakage 
system;  experience  in  controlling  staff  Is  essenjial; 
wages  as  per  N.U.C.O.  scale.— Applications,  endowing 
copies  of  two  recent  testimonials,  to  be  sent  in  not 
later  tlian  first  post,  Wedne.-slay,  October  11th,  ad- 
dressed Committee;  Warrington  Equitable  Industrial 
Co-operative  Sooiety  Ltd.,  15,  Cairo-street,  Warrington. 
ANTED,  smart  BRANCH  MANAGER.— State  full 


W" 


particulars  to  Gareton  and  District  Oo-operafcive 
Society  Ltd.,  80,  St-  Mary’s-road,  Garston,  Liverpool. 

WANTED,  a YOUTH  for  Office;  must  bavo  liad 
experience;  quick  at  figures;  typist,  Ac- ; age 
16  to  18. — Apply  in  own  liandwriting,  not  later  than 
Monday,  October  9tli,  Co-operative  Society,  Daventry._ 

WANTED,  a"  MANAGER  and  BUYER  for  the  Boot 
nnd  Shoo  Department;  one  with  a good  know- 
ledge of  the  working  of  boot'  repairing  factory  (ma- 
ohine);  must  be  a good  disciplinarian  and  stAck keeper. 
— Apply,  slating  age,  experience,  salary  required,  with 
copies  of  two  or  more  recent  testimonials,  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Sheerness'  and  District  Economical 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  94,  High-street,  Sheerc^ss, 
not  lAter  than  Tuesday.  October  10th. 


WA 


ANTED,  a MANAGER  for  Fish  and  Greengrocery 
. . Department;  member-hip  600;  N.ILC.O.  wages. — 
Apply  by  letter  only,  not  later  than  Monday,  October 
9th,  stating  age  and  qualifications,  and  enclosing  one 
copy  of  recent  testimonial,  to  South  Orosland  and 
Netherton  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Netherton,  Hud- 
dersfield. Applications  to  be  endorsed  “ Greengrocer/’ 
\7'OUNG  LADY  Required  for  Drapery  and  Boots 
JL  Department,  with  knowledge  of  the  trade,  and 
capable  -of  taking  charge  during  manager's  absence. — 
Apply,  with  references,  age,  and  wages  required,  to 
Secretary,  Co-oi>erut ivc  Society,  Haywards  Heath. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 

housemen. CLERKS.  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,. tor  ar.y  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner,  Qer-ertl  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.l: 


CLOTHING,  HOSIERY  AND  BESPOKE  TAILORING. 

— Position  required  ns  MANAGER  and  BU.YER; 
20  years’  experience,  12  years  os  manager;  accurate 
at  measures;  efficient  slockkcepor  and  window-dresser; 
excellent  references- — Ruddie,  7,  Queen's-rd.,  Windsor. 

DRAPERY.— Smart  MAN,  aged  34,  seeks  RE-EN- 
GAGEMENT ns  MANAGER  or  FIRST  HAND;  19 
years'  experience,  15  years  in'  movement;  midlands  or 
north  preferred;  highest  references. — Box  54,  " Co- 
operative News,"  Manchester. 


D 


ACER  small  society;  13  years'  co-operative  experience’ 
in  Lancashire,  Notts,  and  Derbyshire;  four  societies; 
excellent  references;  distance  no  object;  not  afraid 
of  work. — Apply,  G.  Lee,  Brunswick-street,  Mossley, 
Lanes. 

GROCERY  nnd  PROVISIONS  COUNTERMAN;  know- 
ledge of  furniture  and  ironmongery,  china,  corn, 
and  boots;  aged  48;  married;  reliable— -4,  Home  Mill 
Buildings,  Trowbridge, 


APARTMENTS. 


ED 


FNTERTAINERS. 


CROSLAND  MOOR  UNITED  HANDBELL  RINGERS. 

Open  for  engagements. — Terms,  npply,  T.  Gart- 
land,_10.  Cliupcl-torrnee,  Croslnnd  Moor,  Huddersfield. 

WANTED,  October  23rd  to  31st,  November  6th  to 
8tli,'  Lancashire,  November  12th  to  18th,  North- 
ampton districts,  for 

MARGARET  MURCH, 

Whole-evening  Comedy  and  Dramatic  Recitals,  with 
song  nnd  piano  interludes. — Higher  Brooks-lane,  Street-, 
Somerset. 

NOW  BOOKING,  dates  for  Lectures  on  GARDEN- 
ING SUBJECTS;  illustrated  with  lanern  slide? 
if  required.— Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Cyril 
Harding,  74,  East  Dulwich-road,  S.E.22. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  R.  HiddbRP,  66,  Great  Prescott-street,  London,  E.l. 

A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 
tSTf  TILL  CARTER’S  " MERRIE  MIMICS."— New 
IT  Programme.  New  Songs.  Absolutely  Refined. 
Built  for  Fun.  Thanks  to  Oldham  Cong.  S.S.  for  date. 
Regrets  to  Stockport  and  Royton;  booked  on  data 
svanted;  glad  to  serve  later;  terms  mod.;  distance 
no  object— 15,  Wairwick-street,  Uuline,  Manchester. 
Tel.  1163  Central. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


(TO-OPERATIVE  BOOKKEEPING.— CORRESPOND- 

j ENCE-  CLASSES,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Stages;  Exjicrt  Tuition;  onrol  now  and  ensure  6uccee? 
nt  examinations;  send  stamp  for  prospectus.— Q. 
Williamson,  A.L.A.A.,  Certified  Accountant,  12,  North 
Saint  Andrew-street,  Edinburgh. 


A SHORTHAND  CHANCE. 

CO-OPERATORS  anxious  to  add  Shortliand  to  their 
qualifications  may  take  advantago  of  a Vice-Pre- 
sident's generosity  and  obtain  for  6'V.  and  postage  a 
copy  of  the  new  (27tli  edition)  Five-Shilling  Manual  of 
the  famous  GoldiMedol  System,  the  worlds  best.  See 
literature. 

OXFORD  SHORTHAND 

Batliurst-street  and  Monks-road,  Lincoln. 


Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real  thing. 

famous  tho  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  price?  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

I 71 N FI  EI.l)  TRADES  COUNCIL  AND  LABOUR 
li  PARTY.— Stop-Clock  Winning  Time  : lOlirs.  7min. 
45s  cc. 


HOW  to  cut  PAPER  LETTERS  nnd  FIGURES  for 
making  attractive  window  displays;  patterns  nnd 
method,  2s.  complete,  post  free. — " Prlmo  " (Dept.  B.), 
27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 


Education  committee,  nurrv  an,i  n . 

operative  Society  Ltd.  and  the  Weq,  lricl  0s 
Co-operative  Education  Association —v 
SCHOOL  will  be  hold  at  High-straet 
Barry,  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  OctoW \.™H 
15th,  1922.  Subjeot  : " Citizenship.” 

M.  WHITE.  Lecturer  in  Civics  to  the  £ 

Council,  author  of  “ The  Philosophy  ()j  r;.- 
lecturer  to  the  Folke?tone  Co-operative  Suu>m^l^1(V’ 
Questions  and  discussion  aro  invited  afte.  l"J- 
turc.  First  lecture,  10  a.m.,  Saturday.  ea°“  L*r- 

OTOR  LURRIES  and  FORD  CAlTffirsu7~^ 
Earlestown  Co-operative  Sooiety  have 
tho  followuig :— Ford  two-seotor  CAR,  vci|h 
seat;  20  h.p. ; 1915  ergino;  cliain.  of  cylinders 
complete  with  lighting  set,  two  head  lighU 
side  lights.  2-ton  " Guy  ” MOTOR  LtlRRy  x4.,.1*’ 
1920  engine;  completely  overliauled;  i»dy  • 

iujw;  tyre?,  scaroely  worn;  everything  m r.-JlT  ** 
ditidii.  3-ton'"  Dennis  " "MOTOR  I.lfHRY,1 
engine  in  excollent  oondition;  nc>w  DunW, 
fitted.  2-ton  " Soldan  " MOTOR  LURRY ; BneteV5* 
ub  present.  TJiese  vehicle?'  can  be  inqie,;tocI  4i  y** 
Garage,  School -street,  Barieatown.— Apply,  Seejst^/* 


w 


ANTED,  CASH  REGISTER  (NatU^iT^~; 
offers  to  Box  55,  J 1 Co-operative 


■F , ... 

VAN  on  •'  Ford  ’’  chassis.— Apply;  tho  Leicester1 
riage  Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Marlox-i 
Leicester. 


OR  SALE,  BAKER’S  VANS,  2 
ready  for  the  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  }I.\Wk1\q 


SIMPLIFIED  ARITHMETIC," -3rd  edition.^bT® 
H.  Murdoch,  B.Sc.  The  book  tint  hu  r/tcLu 
tionisod  Uw  U-aohing  of  this  science;  for  Hledtok 
workers,  and  the  young ; 2s.  2d.  pod  frre.-BoniiJ 
and  Munnocil,  Sboe-lane,  London,  EC.4. 


ANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  LeeditoDlSi 
at.  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operaiiv«  S.cieiy'l 
Restaurant. 


W" 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  D.Ui 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  E-, 
Price?.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  FitUr.  Pendleton. 


Turog__the 
daily  Saving 

No  waste  in  Turog  Bread  — it  keeps  fresh  and 
moist  for  days.  No  waste  —its  delicious  flavour 
will  make  your  household  eat  up  every  crumb. 
No  waste — for  Turog  Bread  is  concentrated 
nourishment  in  its  highest  form. 

The  TUROG  BROWN  FLOUR  Co.  Ltd.  CARDIFf 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  Eat 

STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  "LABI4T"  Boot  ffidO" 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspeaicrs,  Elastic 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trim®  s ’ 

Registered  O.lict,  17,  Middle  Hill-ate.  Sro:cP»T  _ 

YOU  CAN  NEVER  BREAK 

PROTECT  A LITE 

GAS  GLOBES 


REDUCES  GAS  BILLS  “jp! 

PREVENTS  FIRES  SAVES 

It  your  doater  cannot  supply  thorn.  orJ'V  r\f\ 

SAFETY  GLOBE  W 

••Pifro"  House,  MANCHESIEB.  oSIi 

ONLY  0/6 

2 A Don't  Pay  M°r‘ 
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QCTOBFH  7, 


FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


Hoy  IS 


* is  better  than  all  the 
f1 '-'phasic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
. • miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEROPE 

Brand. 


AddreiB : SPEROPB  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD  . BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Prioe. 

THF,  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  nt  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY'S 

FLOUR  HNS  $ SHOOTS 

are  Riving  evory  satisfaction.  Tfils  Is  proved  ' 
by  the  Increase!  Repeat  Orders  that  are 
coming  In.  If  yon  havo  not  got  a Oata- 
logo  s,  please  wrlto  for  ono, 
Manufacturer?  and  furnlshors  of  Appli- 
ances for  "Excelda"  Check  System, 
that  has  proved  successful  at  Barnsley. 


Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENTS 


LEEDS  INDUSTBIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALBION  8 T BEET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Send  for 

jy  ILLUSTRATED 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

t Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  “Kcclcs,"  "Climax.”  and  other  Check  System? 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time  Oreatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
Tudor  street,  London,  E.O. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  - 


Tiikujk  Overs. 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 

David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh, 


-Xage  Reliable  Jiome  3)yes.  — 


: DRUMMER 
■DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 


Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES,  BOLTON. 


■ ■ Makers  of  Edges  “2)olly  fBlue"  <§•  "ZDoUy  (Bream.' 


A CONFECTIONERY  RACK. 


Complete 

«11  lOa. 

T.H.TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 

PENDLETON. 

ESTABLISHES  1887. 


I'd 


EACH  FOB  AIL 

AND  

ALL  FOB  EACH 


This  well -known 
CO- OPERATIVE 
BRAND  — 


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OR  QUALITY 

and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 
DESBOROUGH. 


it, 


Ok  ideal” 


Ladies’  Tailor-Mads 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-cla33 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BUBNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

H'lalcy  Boyd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Maters  of  Ox'ord  SSirtinJs,  Granlrillcs,  Flaaaelett:, 
Siliiias,  Lincncttes,  Lustres,  & Silketi:n  Lining » ; 
n'so  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone : Notional,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchauge.-No.SPillnr.  Tel.:  National, Mauchester.3010. 

Registered  Ollice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington:  10  minutes  wal!<  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minute,  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W-  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply  :— 

MIsj  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Cnlohoth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Laucs. 
Telephone  321  Leigh. 


Your  Store  stocks 

INTEGRITY 

BRAND 

Ladies’  and  Celts’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 

Give  up  wearing  ill-fitting 
sod  unccm'ortable  Hosiery 

and  Underwear.  — — 

We  can  fit  you  perfectly. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract 

All  these  lines  are  ejual  lo  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 


MANUFACTUR’D  SY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsd.-iM. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  Bt 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  B’„r  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Uniori  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guarantee!. 

Works  - DARTFOHD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Lttk,  Staffordshire. 
Sewing  8ilks  for  Hand  or  'fachluo  use.  Boot-Closing 
Twist.  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  i-c.  Bladings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : Th*  English  an!  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 

The  Leicester  Go-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Sho33 

Tha  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-ciato  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trada  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Brauch  Warehouse : 8.  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  trS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  M 11s,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Solo  Agerits : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

UL 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Clotlu, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


’\aFf ; 

“ WHEATSHEAF  ’’ 

If  /\  /\  m ri  l C IT  A r1 0 

ONE  OF  OUR 
BEST  LINES. 

/L 

BOOTS  and  oHOES. 

WEAR  WELL. LOOK  WELL. 

Ask  ot  your  Store  for  the  Standard  Lines — 

Ladies’  Shoes  at  10s.  9d.  and  12s.  6d. 

Men’s  Boots  at  14s.  lid.,  16s.  6d„  and  21s. 

AT  ALL  STORES. 

Octoueu  7,  1J.JJ 

HUTHWAITE  HOSIERY 


IS  GOOD  HOSIERY- C.w.s, 


Practical  Psihts 


“ IF  WINTER  COPIES.” 


TO  KEEP  TRADE 
RISING. 


Evkky  co-operative  committee  ought  now 
to  get  a move  on  to  maintain  trade  in  time 
of  depression.  If  the  purchasing  power  of 
old  members  lessens,  the  loss  should  bo 
made  good  by  the  addition  of  new  ones — 
by  personal  canvassing  and  a word  among 
friends. 

And  then  there  is  the  stocking  of  the 
windows  to  be  seen  to.  Every- 

A thing  in  the  grocery  windows 
should  be  from  the  C.W.S. 
In  the  hoot  department  every 
corner  of  the  window  should,  during  the 
early  days  of  October,  have  only  WHEAT- 
SHEAF  FOOTWEAR  and  Pelaw  Boot  Polish. 
I stnv  a co-operative  window  absolutely 
spoiled  the  other  day  because  mingled  with 
a capital  show  of  co-operative  bools  from 
Rushden,  Leeds,  and  Leicester  were  three 
kinds  of  boot  polish — all  from  outside 
makers.  It  was  a pity,  for  such 

B competitions  is  an  offence  against 
loyal  trading. 

I hop©  next  time  I am  that  way 
to  see  a good  show  of  PELAW  Polish — 
the  polish  that  brightens  the  hoots  and  pro- 
serves  the  leather.  Just  look  at  your  own 
store,  and  se_*  that  your  own  society  is  right. 

Just  now  there  is  quite  a run  on  the 
C.W.S.  SUIT  at  39s.  6d. — one  of  the  best 
and1  most  satisfactory  suits  now  available 
in  the  movement.  Every  tailoring 

C department  should  make  a point 
of  pushing  this  essentially  co- 
operative production. 

By  the  way,  those  in  the  West  of  Eng- 
land wanting  furniture  should  NOT  FORGET 
the  Bristol  Furniture  Works,  from  which 
is  turned  out  some  of  the  most  artistic 
goods  for  the  new  houses  that  are  being 
elected  for  the  people.  There  ore  furniture 
factories  at  Bruughton,  Pelaw,  and  Bir- 
mingham that  are  already  well  known,  and 
the  C.W.S.  factory  at  Bristol 

Dean  do  with  all  the  trade  that 
the  co-operators  of  the  West  and 
South  of  England  and  South 
Wales  can  give.  A man  from  Bristol  re- 
minded me  recently  of  the  good  work  that 
is  being  done  there,  so  that  societies  in 
Devon,  Somerset,  and  the  other  famous 
counties  should  keep  it  going, 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  T hear  that  the 
C.W.S.  DRAPERY  Departments  are  pre- 
paring for  winter  sales  of  Blankets.  Quilts, 
and  the  articles  that  defy  the 

E coldness  of  these  climes.  Retail 
managers  should  make  it  easy 
for  their  members  to  get  the 
C.W.S.  Blankets  from  Littlehorough  and 
the  C.W.S.  Quilts  from  Broughton  and 
Pelaw.  Members  of  the  Women's  Guilds 
should  ask  to  see  these  goods ; they  should 
be  a central  feature  of  every  Drapery 
Display  during  October. 


MAINLY  FOR  WOMEN, 

BUT  ALSO  FOR  MEN. 


GREAT  things  are  happening  in  the  C.W.S. 
Baot  and  Shoe  Sections,  and  at  all 
centres  stocks  of  “Wheatsheaf”  goods 
are  now  available  for  societies  anxious  to 
tak:  advantage  of  the  excellent  goods  that 
have  b.en  got  out  at  fixed  prices. 

From.  Leicester,  which  specialises  on  women’s 
and  girl’s  shoes  and  boots,  the  10s.  9d.  and 
12s.  61.  lines  are  being  freely  supplied. 
These  Shoes  are  capital  value  and  of 
special  design — fashionable  in  style  and 
reasonable  in  price.  Watch  your  store 
windows  for  the  10s-  9d.  and  12s*  6d. 
“Wheatsheaf”  Shoes- 

Boys’  boots  have  long  been  a special  feature 
of  the  produetions  of  the  works  at  Leeds 


A FINE  SHOE  FOR  THE  SEASON. 


Always  ask  for  “ Wheatsheaf  ” Brand, 


and  Rushden,  and  these,  the  “Wheatsheaf 
brand,  are  ready  for  sale  in  all  co-operative 
stores.  There  is  an  excellent  opportunity  at 
the  moment  of  helping  forward  cc-operativ« 
production  in  this  department,  and  a BIG 
DEMAND  FOR  BOYS’  BOOTS  IS 
WANTED  to  help  to  keep  the  factories 
in  good  employment. 


Sprcial  stocks  are  available  of  the  mens 
special  boots  at  14s.  lid.,  16s.  61.,  and  2 s- 
This  latter  is  a particularly  fine  line,  wi 
winter  substance  solef  that  shou 
secure  its  prompt  sale  wherever  well  shown. 
There  is  also  good  activity  in  the  nurseries 
department,  and  the  Derby  works  > ^ 
awaiting  orders  from  societies  ever yw  ef 
for  children’s  and  infants’  footwear. 

Guildsw:men  everywhere  shou'd 
ask  to  see  at  their  stores 
shoes  now  mentioned,  and  set 
“Wheatsheaf”  fashion  in  footwear. 


Mi: 
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I^rmc soousi 


ESSENTlALUwin; 


IN  ALL  TH I NCS.  CHARITY '| 


c.w.s. 


Shredded 


SUTOX 


FOR 


ALL 


PUDDINGS 


metal  brightened 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  CW.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2,681.  No.  181.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  October  14,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  os  a Newspaper. 


CO-OPERATION  IN  EGYPT. 


years,  and  the  troublous  times  in  the 
Near  East  has  again  been  a source  of 
anxiety- 

The  Great  English  Herring  Fishing 
Season  has  now  opened  at  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft.  The  outlook  for  the  trade 

abroad  is  bad  ; the  C.W.  S,  Curing 
Centres  at  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft 

are  opening  the  season,  and  co-operators 
can  help  themselves  and  their  own 
industries  by  asking  for  the 

C.W.S. 

“WHEATSHEAF” 

GOLDEN 

KIPPERS 

a 

“ Wheatsheaf  ” KIPPERS 
in  1-Ib.  cartons,  at  8d. 


CORSETS 

U There  is  £200,000  of  Co-operative 
Capital  invested  in  the  C.W.S.  Corset 
Works. 

f There  are  co-operative  workers 
who  want  to  get  back  to  full-time  ‘ 
conditions.'  ‘ 

If  There  are  co-operative  women  who 
do  not  wear  C.W.S.  Corsets ; there  are 
those  who  have  never  tried. 

U There  are  co-operative  women  who 
always  wear  C.W.S.  Corsets ; they 
know  their  ease  and  their  good  fitting 
qualities.  . . > r.,  ,"5  , 

T[  There  are  co-operative  stores  with 
managers  who  say  they  cannot  sell 
these  Corsets  ; there  is  one  society  that 
sold  20,000  -pairs  in  a year— and  never 
a complaint. 

Ti  There  are  C.W.S.  Corsets  at  your 
store — if  it  is  a co-operative  one.  Ask 
to  see  them*  test  them  ouce  and  you'll 
wear  them  ever.  DO  IT  NOW  1 


Co-operative 
Insurance 
Society  Ltd. 

Joint  Insurance 
Department, 

C.W.S.  & S.C.W.S. 


Premium  Income — £1,650,000. 
Insurance  Funds — £2,000,000. 


Over  1,000  claims  are  being  dealt 
with  every  week. 


CHIEF  OFFICE: 

109,  Corporation  Street,  Mnncbeiler. 
BRANCH  OFFICES: 

SCOW-59,  Morrison  Street. 

LONn™TLEUPON  TVNE-84,  Westmorland  Road, 
Btrlim'14.  Rod  Lion  Square,  Holborn,  W.C.  1. 
S2SCH-4-.  St-  Andrew  Square. 

» 114/116,  St.  Mary  Street. 

LEp|\c_  r-J‘  Commercial  Buildings,  Dome  Street. 
BlRMlMr'iV>wn  Chambers,  9,  Albion  Street, 

NOT?  «5^AM_1C-  P«fk°re  Street 

pI-YMOim4^o7C'W‘5’'  Depot'  Friiu'  *-“*• 

VITH— Plymouth  Chambers, 


VIGOROUS  GROWTH  OF  AN  ANTI-PROFITEERING  MOVEMENT. 
SPECIAL  INTERVIEW  WITH  THE  PIONEER. 


[By  Our  London  Correspondent.] 


A N interested 
student  of  British 
co- operative 
methods  is  now  on 
a visit  to  this 
country  in  the 
person  of  M. 
Amine  Youssef 
Bey,  the  pioneer  of 
co  - operation  i n 
Egypt,  From  his 
lips  at  the  Picca- 
dilly Hotel  in 
London,  last  week, 
I heard  a fascinat- 
ing story  of  the 
establishment  of  eo- 

M.  Amine  Y.  Bey.  operation  in  Egypt, 

and  its  triumph 
over  the  exactions  of  the  profiteers. 

“The  movement  in  Egypt,”  M.  Youssef 
Bev  explained,  “ is  quite  a new  idea  alto- 
gether. It  is  not  based  on  the  Rochdale 
system.  The  object  of  the  Tnovement  was 
to  fight  the  profiteer.  In  1918-19,  the  price 
of  food  was  so  high  that  the  poor  people 

were  unable  to  purchase  it.  Profiteering 

merchants,  instead  of  putting  the  flour  and 
the  sugar  on  the  market,  hoarded  most 
of  it,  only  allowing  a small  quantity  to 
reach  the  market;  and  they  obtained  from 
this  small  quantity  as  much  as  if  they  had 
sold  the  whole  lot.  Everybody  raised  a 
cry  against  the  avaricious  merchants.  The 
condition  of  the  poorer  classes  in  Egypt 
was  very  bad.  They  were  forced  to  eat 
the  husks  of  corn  and  rice  offal,  and  there 
was  great  suffering  and  discontent.  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  something 
must  be  done  to  remove  this  danger. 

Where  the  start  was  made. 

“ I decided  to  establish  a co-operative 
system  in  my  town  of  Damietta.  This  is 
a small  port  with  a population  of  32,000, 
out  of  which  there  were  about  24,000  of 
the  working  classes  in  sore  need  anil  dis- 
tress. The  population  is  really  divided 
between  the  rich  and  the  working  classes 
. — there  is  no  middle  class,  as  in  England. 
•In  oiirlclub  I approached  the  rich  people, 
and  told  them  that  it  was  against  the 
interests  of  the  rich,  as  well  as  of  the 
poor,  to  allow  this  condition  of  affairs  to 
continue.  - 

Raising  a Loan. 

“ I was  lucky  in  convincing  my  friends 
as  to  the  soundness  of  a. scheme' for  start- 
ing n co-operative  store,  which'  would  give 
'the  poorer; classes  a 11. -the  necessaries  of 
life  at  a reasonable  price.  I managed  to 
obtain  a loan  of  £10,000  in  shares  of  £100, 
free  of  interest,  from  the  rich  people  in 
the  town.  Tile  Government  were  dissatis- 
. fled  with  the  way  the  flour  and  sugar  were 
being  distributed  by  the  profiteering  mer- 
chants, and  I approached  the  authorities 
with  a view  to-  securing  the  distribution  of 
these  commodities  through  the  stores, 
instead  of  by  the  merchants,  who  were 
charging  double  the  fixed  prices.  The 
merchants  tried  to  nut  obstacles  in  the 
way  by  informing  the  Government  and 
the  British  authorities  that  the  object  of 
the  scheme  was  political  and  not  economic, 
but  I easily  convinced  the  authorities.  I 
told  them  that  I was  going  to  make  this 
experiment  in  Damietta,  and  when  success- 
ful I should  extend  it  all  over  the  country. 

System  of  Food  Rationing. 

“ A census  was  taken  of  the  population, 
and  food  ration  tickets  were  issued  by 
means  of  which  fixed  quantities  of  flour, 
sugar,  rice,  lentils  and  oil  were  supplied  to 
each  family.  The  rich  families  were 
rationed" for  flour  and  sugar  o n ly . At  the 
store  we  managed  to  gain  from  the  sale 
of  sugar  and  flour,  at  a fixed  price.  £900 
a month;  On  the  selling  of  nee,  lentils, 
and  oil  to  the  poor  we  lost  £000  a month. 
We  spent  on  the  store  £50 — many  services 
were  granted,  without  payment — so  that 
there  remained  a net  profit  of  £250  on 
the  month’s  working.  The  poor  labourers, 
without  paying  a penny,  will  benefit  by 
this  co-operative  store,  the  capitnl  from 
which  will  be  paid  off  in  about  three  years. 

“When  the  , scheme  was  successfully 
started  I brought  the  results  before  the 
authorities,  and  they  were  greatly  amazed 
at  the  magnificent  result.  Lord  Allenby 


thanked  me  in  the  name  of  the  British 
Government,  and  the  Prime  Minister 
thanked  me  in  the  name  of  the  Egyptian 
Government.  A big  meeting  was  held  in 
March,  1920.  when  there  were  present  the 
governors  of  the  provinces  and  cities,  and 
the  elected  municipal  and  provincial  mem- 
bers from  all  over  the  country.  I laid 
before  the  meeting  all  details  of  the 
scheme,  explaining  that  I was  ready  to 
give  all  my  time  to  the  movement  for  the 
next  six  months.  In  less  than  a year  the 
movement  flourished  all  over  the  country. 
There  were  twenty-six  societies,  with  a 
total  capital  of  nearly  £500,000,  and  a 
membership  of  345, 000^” 

Future  Developments. 

“ What  are  your  plans  as  to  future 
developments?”  I asked. 

“ When  1 started  this  scheme,”  said 
the  visitor,  “ I had  it  in  my  mind  that  it 
will  be  necessary  when  things  are  better 
to  put  it  on  real  co-operative  lines.  I am 
taking  the  opportunity  of  coming  to 
England  to  get  in  touch  with  leading  co- 
operators  for  their  advie#  and  assistance. 
On  my  return  I am  arranging  a big  meet- 
ing in  Egypt,  to  which  all  the  representa- 
tives of  the  societies  will  he  invited  to 
attend.  It  is  intended  to  put  the  societies 
on  a solid  basis,  and  to  have  a Central 
Board  in  Cairo,  something  on  the  lines  of 
the  British  Co-operative  Union.  What  wo 
want  in  Egypt  before  everything  is  a 
co-opemitive  Taw  ; but  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  foreign  interests  in  the  country  it  is 
impossible  to  make  a law  in  Egypt  unless 
it  is  sanctioned  by  fourteen  Powers.  When 
I return  to  Egypt  I hope  to  be  in  a position 
to  press  the  Government  to  make  laws  for 
this  new  Co-operative  Union  as  soon  as 
possible.  I am  visiting  Manchester  in  the 
next  few  days  to  study  the  co-operative 
movement  there.  You  can  readily  under- 
stand the  great  difficulties  1 a scheme  like 
this  would  meet  with  in  Egypt  in  the 
present  abnormal  circumstances  when  the 
political  question  is  very  unstable.” 

The  Productive  Side. 

“ Have  you  confined  your  attention  to 
the  distributive  side  of  the  movement?” 

“ Yes,  so  far  we  have  only  touched  the 
distributive  side.  I want. to  go  steadily 
and  slowly  and  to  consolidate  this  branch: 
I believe  that  when  things  are  settled  in 
Egypt  there  will  be  a unity  of  purpose 
between  the  different  co-operative  societies 
all  over  the  world,  so  that  they  can  co- 
operate together  for  the  well-being  of  the 
whole  community.” 


PRO-TAXERS  ON  THE 

WAR-PATH. 

The  attention  of  societies  should  be 
directed  to  the  motional  (inference  of  the 
Chamber  of  Trade  at  Doncaster,  from  which 
it  appears  that  an  intensified  campaign  is 
to  be  waged  with  a view  to  securing  legisla- 
tion for  treating  the  societies’  surpluses  as 
Income  Tax.  It  is  evident  that  the 
Chamber  feel  that  if  they  fail  again  to  get 
something  done  in  this  direction  in  the  life- 
time of  the  present  Parliament  the  chances 
in  a subsequent  Parliament  will  be  less 
favourable. 

Mr,  J.  Walker  Clark  (chairman  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee)  referred  to  the 
question  of  the  payment  of  dividends  out  of 
reserves  accumulated  by  societies,  on  which 
lie  says  no 'tax  has  been  paid,  and  lie  used 
this  as  an  argument  for  the  imposition  of 
taxation.  We  have  always  claimed  that  the 
surpluses  arising  from  mutual  trading  are 
not  profits.  Whether  the  members  decided 
to  have  them  placed  to  reserve  or  distri- 
buted as  .reserve  in  the  form  of  a dividend 
upon  purchases  during  n period  of  depres- 
sion is  a conclusive  proof  of  the  justice  of 
the  argument. 

It  behoves  every  society  to  he  thoroughly 
on  the  nlert  in  the  event  of  action  becoming 
necessary.  


Two  artists  of  well-known  ability  wrjte 
of  the  “ Millgate  Monthly”  ns  “your  in- 
teresting magazine,  the  high  tone  of  which 
we  greatly  appreciate." 


NEWPORT  ELECTION. 


WHEN  BOWEN  MADE  HIS  DEBUT 

AS  CO-OPERATIVE  PEACE- 

MAKER. 

The  Newport  election  is  providing  a good 
deal  of  excitement  in  the  old  town  on  the  Usk, 
so  full  of  Chartist  memories.  Three  candi- 
dates and  three  electoral  organisations  at 
work  do  manage  to  stir  up  interest. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen,  who  is  making  remark- 
able progress  as  Labour  candidate,  is  a native 
of  Swansea.  Sveral  years  ago,  as  a member 
of  the  Swansea  Society,  he  sprang  into  pro- 
minence under  most  dramatic  circumstances. 

A dispute  was  in  progress  botween  the  em- 
ployees of  tho  Swansea  Society  and  the 
management  committee,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  engage  the  Albert  Hall  to  accom- 
modate the  members  at  an  extraordinary 
general  meeting.  The  meeting  was  an  extra- 
ordinary one  in  many  ways  ; there  were  over 
4,000  people  present ; the  committee  and  tho 
employees  had  an  equal  number  of  supporters, 
and  whenever  the  chairman  rose  to  address 
the  meeting  pandemonium  reigned.  Members 
from  all  parts  of  the  hall  desired  to  speak  at 
the  same  time  as  the  chairman,  and  the  scene 
can.  be  more  easily  imagined  than  described. 

Disorder  seems  to  be  too  mild  a word  to 
describe  the  scene  when,  from  the  body  of 
the  hall, 'up  rose  a burly  figure  and  demanded 
silence.  The  speaker  was  a comparative 
stranger  to  the  gathering,  but.  he  had  barely 
spoken  a dozen  words  when  the  shouting  and 
wrangling  ceased,  and  he  was  accorded  a 
silent  and  sympathetic  hearing.  He  demanded 
tliat  an  independent  chairman  should  be 
appointed  to  conduct  the_  proceedings,  and 
within  five  minutes  the  presiding  cha;r.nan 
gave  way  and  the  speaker  took  his  place. 
Within  an  hour  the  contending  factions  came 
to  an  agreement ; and  the  dispute  was  settled. 

His  Trends  say  that  just  in  the  same  way 
as  J.  W.  Bowen  charmed  that  audience  of 
Swansea  co-operators,  so  will  he  sway  the 
House  of  Commons  as  representative  for 
Newport.  And  they  are  betting  on  his  victory 
at  the  poll  on  Wednesday  next. 


WORLD  PEACE  CONGRESS 


CO-OPERATORS  TO  ATTEND. 

The  World  Peace  Congress,  which  is  being 
organised  by  the  International  Federation  of 
Trade  Unions,  is  to  be  held  at  The  Hague,  from 
December  10th  to  15tli,  when  effect  will  lie 
given  to  the  resolutions  of  the  International 
Trade  Unions  Congress,  held  at  Rome  in  April 
last,  in  which  the  determination  of  the  workers 
to  defeat  militarism,  support  disarmament, 
and  intensify  the  peace-will,  was  expressed. 
The  provisional  programme  of  the  Congress 
comprises  discussions  of  the  following  ques- 
tions 

1.  The  necessity  of  mobilising  all  the 

elements  which  make  for  peace,  in 
accordance  with  the  resolution  of  our 
Rome  Congress. 

2.  What  have  the  workers’  organisations 

done,  and  what  can  they  ao,  for  tho 
promotion  of  peace  ? 

3.  What  Governments  and  political  bodies 

have  done,  or  can  do,  for  tho  pro- 
motion of  peace  ? 

4.  What  can  be  done  by  means  of  educa- 

tion in  order  to  cause  ideas  of  peace 
to  take  greater  hold  of  the  rising 
generation  '! 

5.  What  other  organisat  ions  can  do  in  tho 

anti-war  campaign  ? 

Tho  president  of  the  International  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance  has  been  appointed  as  its  official 
representative  at  the  coming  Congress,  and 
it  has  also  been  decided  to  invite  the  various 
national  organisations  to  send  each  a delegate 
and  thus  constitute  a considerable  manifes- 
tation of  co-operative  opinion  in  support  of 
the  objects  of  the  Congress. 


RENT  RESTRICTION  ACT. 

Evidence  has  now  been  submitted  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  the  Govern- 
ment Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  necessity  of  continuing  the  Rent 
Restriction  Act.  It  is  not  yet  ceitain 
whether  the  Government  Commit  tee  will 
examine  witnesses,  but  if  so  Mr.  W.  Ai\ h- 
hnld,  S.C.W.S.,  will  lie  the  witness  on  beh  lit 
of  the  movement,  and  will  put  forward  some 
substantial  reasons  for  continuing  the  most 
important  provisions  of  the  Act. 
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KRUPPS  AND  THE  GROWTH  OF  A TOWN. 

WHERE  DEMOCRATIC  THOUGHT  THRIVES  AND  WORKERS 

COUNT.  . 


IMPRESSIONS  OF  ESSEN. 

(BY  H.  J.  MAY.) 


MR.  M‘KENNA  SPEAKS  OUT. 


REPARATIONS  AND  A DEGRADED  STANDARD  OF  LIVING. 
SUPPORT  FOR  A CO-OPERATIVE  VIEW. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


The  town  of  Essen,  pleasantly  situated  on 
the  banks  of  tho  Ruhr  and  viewed  from  the 
surrounding  hills  on  a mild  October  morning, 
gives  little  impression  of  the  hive  of  industry 
half  concealed  in  the  mists  of  the  valley  below. 
Previous  to  the  ascent  to  tho  oharming  hostel 
from  which  one  views  tho  undoubted- beauty 
of  the  surrounding  country  we  made  an  indus- 
trious tour  of  tho  town,  tho  dominating 
features  of  which  are  bound  up  with  the  name 
of  Krupps.  Whichever  way  one  turns  one  is 
faced  with  evidences  of  tho  enterprise  and 
character  of  this  world-renowned  firm,  and 
from  the  window  of  tho  chalet  where  wo  take 
our  lunch  may  be  seen  the  magnificent  family 
home. 

An  Industrial.  Ccmmu.nty. 

Essen  is  essentially  industrial,  and  the  first 
evidence  of  its  prosperity  greets  the  eye  of 
the  visitor  on  emerging  from  tho  Cfentral 
•Station  in  the  substantial  buildings  devoted 
to  the  business  of  banking.  The  town  itself 
is  dominated  by  the  immense  works  and  fac- 
tories of  Messrs.  Krupps.  For  nearly  half-an- 
hoiir’s  motor  ride  we  passed  in  review  the 
exterioV  of  different  sections  of  the  great  works, 
c&ming,  in  a widening  circle,  to  the  substantial 
and  apparently  well-ordered  homes  of  the 
workers. 

Some  idea  of  the  rapid  growth  of  Essen  may 
be  gained  from  the  fact  that  twenty  years  ago 
its  population  did  not  exceed  200,000,  while 
to-day  it  is  upwards  of  half-a-million.  The 
extension  , of  tJie  works  of  Krupps  may  be 
similarly  gauged  by  the  fact  that  they  at 
present  .employ  60,000  workers,  a number 
which  is  in  excess  of  the  pre-war  staff  by  at 
least  20,000  persons.  A curious  indication  of 
the  rapidity  of  its  .growth  may  he  noted  from 
the  fact  that  the  cemetery,  originally  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  appeal's  to-day  to  be  an 
annexe. of  the  factories,  and  is  actually  situate, 
in  the- midst  of  the  homes  of  the  population. 

It  is  true  that  our  morning's  journey  has 
savoured  strongly  of  work,  but  it  lias  been 
immensely  interesting  in  allowing  how  a great 
industry  may  be  organised  on  what  may  be 
called  a “ family  basis.”  With  the  vast  works 
in  the  centre,  and  the  homo  of  the  principals 
and  staff  near  by,  provision  for  recreation, 
technical  study  for  the  employees,  clnbs,  and, 
not  least,  the  speoial  co-operative  society 
started Under  the  auspices  of  the  firm,  and  now 
numbering  40,000  members,  one  can  see  every- 
where the  links  which  bind  together  a great 
industrial  community. 

A Veterans’  Haven. 

Further  out  of  the  town  there  are  parks  and 
open  spaces,  which  all  afford  ample  breathing 
space  even  for  this  huge  population.  Nestled 
in  the  side  of  the  lulls  is  a most  picturesque 
garden  colony  consisting  of  about  200  delight- 
ful cottages  reserved  exclusively  for  the  use 
of  pensioned  workers  of  Krupps,  tho  rents 
being  paid  out  of  the  firm’s  pension  fund. 
Twenty-five  years’  service  with  the  firm  is  a 
preliminary  qualification  for  entrance,  and  it 
was  very  pleasant  to  see  the  faces  of  the  work- 
worn  veterans  at  the  gates  or  in  the  gardens 
of  the  homes  in  which  they  are  passing  the 
evening  of  their  days. 

Co-operatively  and  politically,  Essen  is  in 
tho  forefront  of  progressive  Germany.  Many 
years  ago  the  great  firm  endeavoured  to  ex- 
clude social  democrats  from  the  factories ; 
to-day  Essen  is  probably  the  largest  social 
democratic  centre  in  Germany,  and  this  after- 
noon there  is  to  be  a considerable  demonstra- 
tion of  those  who  have  set  themselves  out  to 
achieve  the  reign  and  domination  of  the  pro- 
letariat. There  are  three  co-operative  societies 
in  Essen — tho  one  attached  to  the  firm  of 
Krupps,  nlready  mentioned  ; second,  tho  so- 
ciety Eintracht,  numbering  60,000  members,  is 
called  tho  “neutral”  society;  and  third,  a 
" Christian  ” society,  numbering  50,000  mem- 
bers. It  should  bn  added  lliat  the.  membership 
of  the. three  societies  is  recruited  not  solely 
from  the  population  of  Essen,  but  also  from 
its  surrounding  districts,-  where  branches  are 
established,  and  covering  a- total  population  of 
one  million  persons.  Oho  naturally  asks  tho 
reason  for  the  existence  of  the  Christian  Society, 
and  why  it  cannot  find  economic  salvation 
within  tho  limits  of  tho  Einta-lit  or  Neutral 
•Society,  tp  suy  nptliing  of  tho  ideal  practised 
in  Great  Britain  of  “ Each  for  all,  and  all  for 
each." 


Where  Workers  Count. 

The  discipline  inevitably  associated  with  tho 
German  organisation  is  in  evidence  every- 
where, especially  as  wo  make  our  tour  in 
motor-cars;  which  at  point  after  point  arc 
carefully  “ controlled  ” by  the  police,  who 
inspect -our  local  passport  as  we  travel  from 
district  to  district.  The  German  thorough- 
ness, however,  is  wen  from  tho  fact  that,  being 
Sunday,  we  are  obliged  to  travel  by  devious, 
routes,  where  the  trams  and  heavy  traffic  cir- 
culate, because  on  the  workers’  rest  day  the 
pleasanter  routes  are  prohibited  to  autos  in 
the  interest  of  the  workers  and  their  families. 

Altogether,  we  get  a very  favourable  im- 
pression of  Essen.  Its  greatest  monuments  arc 
the  evident  prosperity  and  relative  content  of 
the  workers  under  the  present  economic  crisis. 
’We  are  struck  with  the  cleanliness  and  order 
which  prevail,  and  the  absence  of  any  indica- 
tion of  poverty  or  distress.  But  to  those  who 
have  visited  Germany  before  (hero  is  nothing 
very  remarkablo  in  this.  It  would  be  wrong, 
however,  to  draw  from  this  the  conclusion  that 
the  depreciation  of  the  mark  has  no  serious 
effect-  upon  the  life  of  tho  German  people. 
Good  order,  cleanliness,  and  even  the  appear- 
ance of  fair  nutrition  cannot  necessarily  bo 
dissociated  from  the  pinch  of  hard  times.  The 
evidence  of  the  latter  is  to  bo  seen  in  the  lack 
of  luxuries  displayed  for  sale  and  the  pi  ices 
charged  for  the  simplest  necessity  in  compari- 
son with  the  wages  which  prevail,  in  spite  of 
the  working  of  a sliding-scale. 

Since  we  went  round  the  town  we  have 
had  a visit  from  Dr.  Schaeffer,  the  Burgo- 
iheister  of  Essen,  at  the  premises  of  the 
Eintracht.  He  told  us  that  80  per  cent,  of 
the  population  are  underfed,  and  that  the 
wife  of  a collier  with  five  children  finds  that 
the  wages  of  her  husband,  5,000  marks 
per  week,  spell  starvation  for  her  family 
with  margarine  at  200  marks  per  lb.  and 
coffee  in  an  ordinary  restaurant  at  20  marks 
per  cup. 

Our  impressions  of  Essen  are,  on  the 
whole,  favourable ; and  though  we  have 
passed  a somewhat  laborious  morning,  it  has 
been  replete  with  interest,  and  highly  instruc- 
tive for  ohr  pursuit  of  an  economic  equilibrium 
between  the  nations. 


Educationally,  the  co-operative  move- 
ment is  preparing  for  a great  boom. 

All  over  the  country  committees  aro  initiat- 
ing new  enterprises  and  giving  effect  to  new 
ideas,  and  we  are  about  to  enter  upon  a winter 
of  work  which  promises  to  eclipse  any  pre- 
ceding period  of  educational  and  propagandist 
effort. 

The  boom  is.  encouraging,  because  it  is 
occurring  while  educational  funds  arc  depleted 
as  a result  of  the  trade  slump  ; but  this  fact 
makes  more  urgont  tho  necessity  for  com- 
mittees to  revise  educational  activities,  to 
decide  in  what  directions  money  may  be  spent 
to  best  advantage,  and  to  prevent  overlapping, 
which,  bosides  being  a drag  on  our  movement 
economically,  renders  usoless  much  of  our 
work  in  other  spheres. 

Tho  most  apparent  and  most  stupid  over- 
lapping in  educational  work  is  being  produced 
by  the  unco-ordinated  action  of  many  muni- 
cipalities and  co-operative  societies,  especially 
in  the  organisation  of  libraries  and  newsrooms. 
Forty,  or  oven  twenty,  years  ago  the  provision 
of  facilities  for  reading  by  co-operative  societies 
was  essential.  Only  through  the  increasing 
returns  which  co-operative  consumption  per- 
mits could  working  men  keep  in  touch  with 
tho  affairs  of  tho  larger  world  outsido  their 
own  towns  and  villages,  and  tho  desire  for 
these  facilities  was  a,mong  tho  forces  driving 
towards  democratic  organisation. 

That  day  has  passed  in  most  towns.  Muni- 
cipalities are  imbued  with  more  public  spirit 
than  formerly,  and  have  recognised  that  they 
.shnpld,  cater  for  the  literary  needs  of  the  com- 
munity. Where  municipalities  are  still  back- 
ward co-operators  should  continue  to  do  the 


Considerable  interest  has  been  aroused 
in  the  question  of  reparations  from  Germany 
by  the  speech  which  Mr.  Reginald  M'Kenna— 
a.  former  Chancellor  . jof  the  -Exchequer,,  aud 
now  the  head  of  one  of  the  biggest  English 
banking  corporations — delivered  on  the  sub- 
ject at  the  Bankers’  Convention  in  New  York. 

The  whole  prospect  of  getting  reparations 
depends  upon  how  much  Germany  can  pay 
and  how  she  can  pay  it.  The  amount  which 
Germany  is  officially  debited  with  in  the 
matter  of  reparations  is  7,000  millions.  That 
is  not  quite. the  same  thing  as  s lying  the  Allies 
can  get  7,000  millions.  The  attitude  of  the 
Governments  of  the  victorious  Allies  - is  that 
Germany  must  pay  as  much  as  she  can  pay. 
What  is  that  sum  ? Nobody  can  give  an 
authoritative  answer  except  the  Reparations 
Commission  set  up  by  the  Allied  Governments, 
who  have  led  their  nations  to  expect  a suffi- 
ciently large  sum  to  provide  homes  for  heroes 
in  lands  safe  for  democracy.  Mr.  M'Kenna 
says  the  reason  why  this  body  has  not  given 
an  authoritivo  answer  to  the  question:  How 
much  can  Germany  pay  ? is  that  the  answer 
would  be  contrary  to  popular  hopes  and  popu- 
lar passion,  In  other  words,  if  the  Repara- 
tions Commission  made  an  authoritative 
pronouncement  it  would  convince  the  people 
that  they  had  been  foojed  by  the  electioneering 
shibboleths  of  the  Parliamentary  representa- 
tives they  had  elected  by  such  a large  majority. 

Germany's  Funds. 

Mr.  M'Kenna  points  to  Germany’s  foreign 
assets— the  only  substantial  funds  that  there 
are  at  present.  These,  he  says,  amount  to 
about  200  millions.  They  represent  deposits 
and  investments  in  countries  outside  Germany. 
If  these  were  commandeered  by  the  Allies  it 
would  still  leave  a book  debt  of  6,800  millions  ’ 
to  be  paid  oufc_of  the  jnoductive  ppwer  of  the 
German  people.  Five  per  cent,  interest  on 
the  debt  represents  350  millions  per  year. 
The  200  millions  of  assets  in  foreign  banks 
would  pay  about  seven  months’  interest  on 
the  ■“  reparations  debt  ’’  alone.  The  balance 
of  interest  (150  millions)  for  the  first  year, 
the  350  millions  of  interest  for  each  succeeding 
year,  and  any  part  of  the  principal  that  she 
could  bo  compelled  to  pay  would  have  to  come 


any  other  circumstances  is  a waste  of  co- 
operative effort  and  money. 

Recently  the  writer  visited  a town  near 
Manchester  wherein  a poorly-financed  com- 
mittee justifies  its  existence  by  conducting 
newsrooms  despite  tho  more  efficient  news- 
rooms of  the  civic  authorities. 

One  of  tho  society’s  newsrooms  is  known  as 
“ Tattersall’s  .Ring,”  its  chief  use  to  the  com- 
munity being  as  a pavilion  for  football  players 
on  Saturday  afternoons  and  a shelter  wherein 
some  toilers  digest  their  lunch  each  workday  ! 
In  it  co-operative  newspapers  are  not  adver- 
tised extensively,  and  popular  papers  both 
ignorant  of  and  antagonistic  to  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  are  in  demand.  To  this  the 
educational  committee  raises  just  objection, 
but  it  cannot  initiate  that  type  of  co-operative 
education  which  enlightens  and  raises  men  intel- 
lectually above  the  standards  set  by  popular 
journalism. 

In  short,  this  educational  committee  spends 
its  money  in  giving  people  easy  access  to  the 
capitalistic  press. 

That  sort  of  thing  must  cease  ! It  is  as 
foolish  to  argue  that  newsrooms  should  be 
supported  by  co-operators  because  a few  people 
have  made  a habit  of  going  there  as  to  argue 
that  tho  societies  which  used  to  supply  gas 
and  water  should  continue  in  opposition  to  the 
municipality  because  some  people  had  been 
accustomed  to  this  tap  or  that  tap. 

We  are  acting  contrary  to  co-operative  prin- 
ciple, and  using  money  against  ourselves  wbieh 
could  he  better  used  in  our  defence. 

'S.  R.  E. 
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work  they  did  formerly,  but  to  do  so  under 


from  German  industry  and  German  trade. 
That  makes  no  allowance  for  the.cost  of  run 
ning  Germany  in  the..,  iijteryal.  Germany 
therefore,  would  liave  to  produce  at  least  350 
millions’  worth  of  goods  for  the  creditor  fictions 
over  and  above  the  amount  she  must  export 
in  order  to  be  able  to  buy  raw  materials  and 
other  necessaries  she  does  not  produce.  She 
could  only  do  that,  by  cutting  wages,  prices, 
and  profits ; her  trade  rivals  would  have  to 
cub  wages,  price?,  and-  profits  ; and  the  nation} 
would  then  be  engaged  in  a fierce  competition 
as  to  \yhieh  could  keep’  its  toiling  masses  down 
to  the  -lowest  standard. 

The  Warning  Note. 

It  is  here  that  .Mr.  M’Kenna  \s  ivaniin^ 
against  enforced  payments  of  reparation} 
comes  with  full  force.  “ Gdnnamjs  effort  to 
extend  her  foreign  trade  by  cutting  wages'  awl 
jrrofils,  against  the  opposition  of  Ur.  whole 
manufacturing  world,  would  only  hr  surely, 
fully  countered,"  he  says,  “ by  a general- low- 
ing of  the  sjmulard  of  life." 

Bring  the  standard  of  the  miners,  the  onm- 
neers,  the  cotton  operatives,  the  shipyard 
workers,  and  the  transport  men  down  much 
further  and  where  will  they  be?  Where. will 
British  industry  and  British  law  and  order  be  t 

Men  in  Big  Business — industrial,  , com- 
mercial, and  financial — have  now  begu|\  to 
see  things  as  An-..  M’Kenna  sees  them,  and 
even  as  the  “ Co-operativo  News  ” t aw  them 
four  years  ago  when  it  was  vainly  attempting 
to  make  itself  heard  above  the  pa?  an  of  passion 
which  carried  the  daws  of  Downing-sheet  into 
power  in  the  borrowed  feathers  of  the  angels 
of  peace'  Mr.  M’Kenna  dearly  recognises 
that  Germany  cannot  increase  her  exports 
except  at  the  expense  of  - the  nations  which 
expect  the  reparations. 

Mr.  M'Kenna,  on  the  other  hand,  seems  to 
believe  that  we  should  annex  those  2<iU  millions 
of  foreign  assets  so  that  wo  should  have  some- 
thing tangible  to  go  on.  He  admits,  never- 
theless that  Germany  would  not  he  able  to 
pay  any  more  for  several  years. 

Why  should  we  not  take  those  200  millions  ? 
They  represent  solid  security  in  the  nations 
with  which  Germany  trade.  Without  those 
securities  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  for 
Germany  to  do  any  trade  with  foreign  countries 
at  all.  To  take  those  assets  and  expect  Ger- 
many to  be  able  to  do  the  trade  that  would 
enable  her  to  pay  anything  at  all  afterward? 
would  be  like  depriving  a carpenter  of  his  tools 
and  expecting  him  to„be  able  to  make  a chest. 

Something  will  be  paid  by  Germany;  hut 
the  reparations,  like  the  Allies’  debts  to 
Britain,  have  ceased  to  have  any  true  valuo 
or  to  be  negotiable  assets  ; and  the  sooner  P 
the  Governments  involved  aro  honest  enough 
to  say  that  false  hopes  have  been  raised  on 
both  subjects  the  sooner  will  the  nations 
emerge  from  the  world  of  make-believe  and 
settle  down  to  make  the  best  of  things  that  aro 
possible.  Those  false  hopes  have  demoralised 
both  employers  and  employees  in  the  Allied 
countries,  and  they  are  at  the  root  of  our  unem- 
ployment, high  prices,  high  taxes,  and  high 
rates,  and  of  the  high  temper  that  finds  ex- 
pression in  a hundred-and-one  different 
directions. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


“Bank  Clerk.” — The  letter  111,111  1 . 
Guild  president  was  not  published,  as 
statement  on  the  subject  was  expected  n' 
the  quarterly  meetings. 


“Cosmopolitan.” — We  cannot  mlnnt 
charge  that  we  are  unsympathetic.  ^ 
promoters  are  .spending  money  freely 
advertising  their  movement  >>i  o 
papers,  and  we  see  no  reason  why 
should  expect  Us  to  advertise  them  grati  ■ 


C.  It— We  rak*  no  objection  to 
ing  letters  or  articles  unsigned;  the  refil’' 
sibility  tor  publication  is  then  uU,'r  . t0 
only  ask  the  same  courtesy  as  you  ex”'11' 


other  newspaper**  to  which  you  suppb 
name  and  address,  ns  you  slat* 
their  guidance.”  We  decline 
otherwise. 


only  !".r 
publi^1 


CO-OPERATIVE  ATHLETIC  CLl'BS- 


■Secretaries  or  captains  of  <n-op-  f 
athletic  clubs  are  invited  to  sC"  £(jjt«rt 
winter  pr.  grammes  to  the 
” Co-operative  News,”  Long  " r' 
Manchester. 


'•  OcrOHKR 
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n A Business  Man's  Notebook. 

By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


s 


GLOOMY  WINTER  PROSPECTS. 

CONTINUED  HARDSHIP  FOR  GREAT  NUMBERS. 

CALLOUS  GOVERNMENT,  INDIFFERENT  WELL- 

TO-DO,  AND  PASSIVE  LABOUR. 

FROM  A SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT. 


politics  and  Business. 

I have  never  known  feeling  against  a 
Government  to  be  so  strong  in  business  circles 
ns  it  now  is  in  connection  with  the  Turkish 
imbroglio.  The  business  world  was  just  begin- 
ning to  discern  a slight  rift  in  the  clouds,  with 
prospects  of  improved  trade,  and  these  were 
rudel v dispersed  by  the  insane  and  provocative 
action  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  his  colleagues, 
with  the  result  that  he  has  incurred  the  anger 
of  both  City  and  trade  circles.  It  is  doubtful 
if  anything  the  Prime  Minister  can  do  will 
remove  this  bad  impression.  Of  course,  the 
big  people  in  finance  and  business  Avould  prefei 
a.  Conservative  Government,  and  it’  will  be- 
interesting  to  see  the  efforts  that  Conservative 
Members  of  Parliament  will  make  to  dissociate 
themselves  from  their  former  colleagues  now 
that  the  ineptitude  of  the' present  Government 
has  once  again  been  clearly  revealed.  I under- 
etancl  that  the  word  is  being  passed  round  by 
Conservative  Ministers  that  the  manufacturing 
and  business  interests  had  better  be  careful,  or 
they  will  find  themselves  with  ft  Labour 
Government. 

Watford  Manufacturing  Company. 

Readers  will  recollect  my  recent  note  here 
regarding  the  liquidation  of  this  company, 
which  originally  owned  j£)r.  Tibbies’  Vi-Cocoa. 

I mentioned  that  Lord  Levcrhulme  was  a large 
shareholder.  The  latest  news  is  that  Lord 
Leverlmlme  has  offered  to  buy  the  factory 
and  other  assets  of  the  company  for  £543,000, 
payable  in  cash.  This  offer,  which  will  un- 
doubtedly be  accepted,  will  enable  the  com- 
pany to  pay  its  creditors,  but  the  £000,000  of 
share  capital  will  have  been  lost. 

Debenhams  Limited. 

This  great  drapery  and  millinery  business 
is  another  one  of  those  well-known  concerns 
in  which  the  public  is  permitted  to  hold 
debentures  or  preference  shares  giving  a fixed 
rate  of  interest,  but  not  the  ordinary  shares, 
which  take  the  surplus  and  sometimes  big 
profits.  The  report  issued  for  the  year  ended 
January  31st  last  is  none  too  clear,  for  the 
profit  of  £442  100,  as  shown,  is  arrived  at  after 
the  adjustment  with  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  of  excess  profits  duty  payable.  It 
probably  • means  that  some  of  the  amounts 
placed  to  taxation  reserve  have  been  set  free, 
and  are  included  in  the  profit  named.  Such 
profit  was  an  increase  of  £138,600  on  the  pre- 
vious year,  but  is  £67,400  less  than  for  the 
year  ended  January,  1920.  Towards  the- end 
of  1920  Debenhams  had  £750,000  of  goods 
which  had  been  ordered  by  overseas  customers 
thrown  back-  on  their  hands,  with  the  Tesult 
'that  they  not  only  lost  the  profit  on  these,  hut 
had  to  write  down  the  cost  considerably’.  The 
report  states,  however,  that  textile  values  have 
remained  more  constant  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  financial  y’ear,  and  that  results  were 
. more  favourable  than  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  previous  year.  The  total  reserves 
of  the  company  are  now  shown  at  ,£420,600, 
which  is  no  very  great  amount  for  a company’ 
with  a capital  of  £4,588,000. 

Kent  Coal. 

That  coal  exists  in  the  .South  of  England  has 
been  known  for  many  years,  and  one  colliery 
at  least  is  producing  it  in  a small  way.  The 
usual  technical  difficulties,  combined  with  bad 
finance,  have  hitherto  retarded  further  develop- 
ment in  these  coalfields,  but  now  the  great 
Middlesbrough  company’  of  Dorman  Long  and 
Company  has  acquired  the  interests  of  many 
of  the  Kent  coal  concerns.  They  have  evi- 
dently secured  the  .co-operation  of  the  great 
firm  of  S.  Pearson  and  !Son  Limited,  for  Lord 
Cowdray,  of  that  concern,  has  joined  the  board 
of  a new  company  entitled  Pearson  and  Dor- 
man Long  Limited,  with  an  initial  capital  of 
£‘>00,000,  which  is  going  to  develop  Kent  coal. 
It  is  considered  to  be  proved  that  the  coal 
deposits  mined  in  the  North  of  Fiance  run 
under  the  Channel  into  Kent,  and  once  these 
are  fully  developed,  it  may  mean  a building-up 
°f  manufacturing  industries  in  tile  South  of 
Englnnd  which,  at  the  present  time,  apart 
from  cement,  hardly  exist.  I have  myself 
tried  some  of  the  Kent  coal  for  house-heating 
mid  did  not  find  it  very’  satisfactory,  but  it  is 
suitable  for  industrial  purposes.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  county  of  Kent  will  not,  as  a 
consequence,  lose  its  rural  and  picturesque 
aspect. 

Another  Margarine  Loss. 

The  report  of  Van  don  Burghs  Limited,  the 
Peat  margarine  manufacturers,  issued  a few 


days,  ago,  shows  a loss  for  tho  year  1921  of 
£176,866,  and  has  probably  come  as  a shock 
to  the  shareholders  in  this,  so  far,  remarkably 
prosperous  concern.  The  los3  is,  of  course,  due 
to  the  customary  cause,  viz.,  a heavy  fall  in 
the  value  of  stocks.  A year  ngo  that  stock 
figured  in  the  balance  sheet  at  £3,022,600, 
whereas  in  tho  present  balance  sheet  they 
figure  for  only  £755,800.  so  presumably  they 
have  been  both  reduced  in  volume  and  written 
down  in  value.  At  the  shareholders’  meeting, 
held  on  Friday  last  week,  the  chairman  said 
that  few  business  experts  had  foreseen  the 
world-wide  collapse  in  values  that  occurred 
early  in  1921.  The  company’s  business  did 
not  consist  in  buying  commodities  to-day  and 
selling  them  to-morrow.  They  had  to  import 
from  overseas  the  nuts  and  seeds  necessary  for 
the  manufacture  of  margarine,  and  had  an 
extensive  organisation  dealing  with  the  crush- 
ing,‘extracting,  and  refining  of  these  materials. 
To  keep  these  large  factories  employed  it  was 
necessary  that  supplies  of  raw  materials  should 
be  made  months  in  advance  ; therefore  they 
were  bound  to  buy  ahead,  and  were  conse- 
quently always  subject  to  the  fluctuations  of 
the  market.  These  remarks  arc  fully  justified, 
and  apply  to  most  similar  businesses.  Prices 
have  now  come  down  to  more  normal  levels, 
and,  provided  we  change  our  Government  at 
the  next  election,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  we  shall  not  have  another  such  terrible 
Convulsion,  with  all  its  after-effects,  as  that 
from  which  we  are  now  suffering.  To  return 
to  Van  den  Berghs,  the  chairman  stated  that 
they  were  now  in  a better  position  with  regard 
to  raw  materials,  but  still  had  the  fluctuations 
of  foreign  exchanges  to  reckon  with.  He 
added  that  they  had  had  no  strikes  to  contend 
with,  were  pleased  with  the  way  their  factories 
had  been  conducted,  and  could  not  praise  too 
highly  the  services  of  the  staff.  This  year  they 
were  not  paying  a dividend  on  the  ordinary 
shares,  but  he  thought  it  only  right  to  point 
• out  that  they  had  paid  the  full  dividend  on  the 
preferred  ordinary  shares  which  resulted  from 
splitting  the  old  £1  ordinary  shares  and  the 
bonus  shares,  which  was  equivalent  to  no  less 
than  221  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares ; 
which,  being  interpreted,  means  that  in  1920 
the  £1  ordinary  shares  were  split  into  one 
ordinary  of  5s.  and  three  15  per  cent,  preferred 
ordinery  shares  of  5s.  each. 


WHAT  IS  RUSSIA  LIKE? 

WHAT  IS  TO  BE  ITS  FUTURE? 

Questions  such  as  these  are  being  asked 
everywhere  in  Europe,  and  every  visitor 
who  returns  from  that  great  land  is  sure  to 
find  that  his  impressions  and  experience  are 
oLthe  liveliest  interest  to  a very  wide  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Air.  Huntley  Canter,  writing  in  the 
“ New  Witness,"  says  of  his  return  from 
Russia  last  July,  that  everywhere  press 
representatives,  Government  officials,  big 
business  men,  and  private  persons-  all  met 
him  with 'questions  such  as  these.  It  did 
not  matter  to  them  that  on  all  sides  were 
newspaper  reports,  whilst  wireless  and  tele- 
graph were  all  sending  otit  “news”  and 
lies  fast  as  they  could.  He  was  an  actual 
eye-witness,  and  lie  found  that  they  were 
disposed  to  put  the  one  witness  who  sees 
where  the  Bible  puts  the  one  sinner-  who 
repents.  He  is  worth  more  than  all -who  do 
not  see  put  together. 

Another  witness  of  current  events  in 
Russia  lectured  Under  the,  auspices  of  the 
Leicester  Co-operative  Society  on  October 
2nd.  This  was  Mr.  J.  J.  Worley  (of  the 
Co-operative  Productive  Federation),  who 
lias  recently  paid  n visit  to  Moscow  in  an 
official  capacity,  and  lie  illustrated  his  lec- 
ture by  the  use  of  lantern  slides  of  more 
than  usual  interest,  for  many  of  the  pic- 
tures were  hitherto  unused  slides  got  from 
photographs  taken  by  Mr.  H.  G.  Wells  and 
other  photos  brought  back  from  Russia  by 
Mr.  Worley.  As  the  lecturer's  object  was 
to  give  a plain  statement  of  facts,  and  not 
to  enter  into  any  expressions  of  opinions  as 
to  politics,  the  lecture  was  well  worth  hear- 
ing, being  of  an  unusually  interesting  and 
informative  character.  In  arranging  the 
lecture,  the  Leicester  Co-operative  Society 
pursued  their  usual  educational  policy  of 
not  making  a charge  for  admission,  but  a 
collection  for  the  Famine  Reljef  Fund  was 
taken,  which  met  with  a generous  response 
from  nil  present.  ,,  i , u 1 


In  Jhese  autumn  days  it  is  inevitable  that 
anyone  who  surveys  the  industrial  situation 
should  ask  himself  the  question,  What  is  the 
workers’  outlook  for  the  coming  winter  ? With 
all  the  will  in  the  world,  it  is  difficult  to  give 
a reply  with  a note  of  cheerfulness  in  it.  Here 
and  there  one  may  see  signs  of  reviving  indus- 
try, but  in  the  aggregate  the  recovery  is  so 
slow  that  there  appears  to  be  but  the  slightest 
chance  of  any  mitigation  of  the  hardships 
which  afflict  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
workers  and  their  families  in  the  staple  trades 
of  the  country.  Almost  more  depressing^  than 
the  actual  facts  of  the  economic  crisis  is  the 
attitude  of  the  Government  and  the  comfort- 
ably-off  citizens. 

Money  for  War,  but 1 

The  Prime  Minister  and  his  associates 
cannot  find  money  for  adequate  mainten- 
ance of  the  unemployed,  or  for  the  more 
essential  and  necessary  task  of  organising 
constructive  work  to  the  extreme  limit  of 
possibility,  but  they  can  rush  expenditure 
into  millions  within  a few  days  for  a mili- 
tary adventure. 

Then  in  the  new  crisis  they  hav?  created 
they  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  will  to  con- 
sider tho  terrible  plight  of  the  agricultural 
workers  or  the  desperate  situation  of  the  miners. 
The  average  well-to-do  person  is  not  callous  in 
the  fashion  of  the  Government.  He  is  just 
indifferent,  and  too  hardened  by  years  of  war 
casualties  to  visualise  the  privation  in  all  the 
industrial  centres. 

These  are  vital  fact  ore  in  the  situation  from 
the  workers’  point  of  view,  because  it  is  certain 
that  the  Government  could  not  persist  in  its 
policy  of  doing  tho  least  instead  of  the  most 
that  is  possible  to  save  the  workers  from  still 
further  suffering  if  they  had  to  face  the  pressure 
of  a powerful  public  opinion.  It  is  difficult, 
without  qualification,  to  acquit  Labour  leaders 
of  the  charge  that  their  policy  has  .been  too 
passive.  Their  attack  on  the  Government,  in 
a general  sense,  has  been  effective  enough,  but 
it  has  lacked  the  precision  and  dynamic  forco 
it  might  have  had. 

Much  might  have  been  done,  for  instance,  to 
create  the  pressure  of  public  opinion  that  has 
been  wanting  if  the  Labour  Party  and  the 
Trade  Unions  Congress  General  Council  had 
taken  the  best  of  tho  reconstruction  schemes 
from  the  pigeon-holes  and. forced  them  on  the 
consideration  of  the  Government,  Parliament, 
and  the  country.  Unless  there  is  more 
activity  in  this  direction  it  seems  inevitable 
that  mere  and  more  of  the  workers  must 
drift  steadily  downwards  in  the  coming 
winter  months. 

Unemployment  Evil  Worse. 

Take  unemployment  as  the.  most  serious 
problem.  Despite  the  falling-off  in  the  number 
of  those  out  of  work,  t*ho  evil  has  increased, 
and  is  rapidly  increasing  in  intensity;  and 
the  precoss  will  be  accelerated  by  the 
■gap"  in  the  payment  of  insuranco  bene- 
fits. The  stage  during  which  savings  could 
be  drawn  upon  has  been  passed.  That  of 
the  disposal  of  hcusehold  possessions,  of 
increasing  physical  degeneration,  of  moral 
deterioration,  has  been  reached. 

During  the  " gap  M the  burdens  of  the  Poor- 
Law  authorities  will  be  piled  still  higher,  so 
that  a larger  number  of  ratepayers  will  be 
brought  nearer  to  the  poverty-line.  There,  can 
1>  ■ little  doubt  tint,  speaking  broadly,  the 
lot  of  the  unemployed  and  their  families  will 
bo  harder  this  winter  than  it  was  lust,  un-' 
less  there  is  some  speedy  change  in  Govern- 
ment policy  and  methods.  The  amount 
r<  I legated  for  the  heJp  of  local  authori- 
ties who  undertake  relief  works,  and  the 
increase  of  the  guarantee  fund  to  help  private 
firms  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  millions,  can 
hardly  touch  more  than  the  fringe  of  tho 
problem. 

Workers  as  Bad  as  Unemployed. 

When  one  turns  to  look  at  the  wider  indus- 
trial situation, ' it  is  seen  that  in  tho  mining, 
shipbuilding,  and  - agricultural  industries 
lhe  position  of  tho  workers  is  little,  if 
any,  better  than  that  of  the  unemployed, 
apart  altogether  from  the  numerous  instances 
of  men  who  are  actually  worse  off  when  they 
work  short  time  than  if  they  were  unemployed 
altogether.  At  the  moment  of  writing  there 
scorns  to  be  no  chance  lit  all  that  the  Miners’  ' 


Federation  will  be  able  to  persuade  either  tho 
mineowners  or  the  Government  to  co-operate 
in  an  effort  to  lift  the  colliers  at  least  partly 
out  of  the  abyss  into  which  they  have  been 
plunged.  The  reply  of  the  Ebbw  Vale  Co. 
to  the  arbitrator’s  award  giving  a very  slight 
concession  to  the  men  was  to  shut  off  their 
means  of  livelihood  completely.  This  may  be 
an  extreme  example  of  callousness  in  the 
industry,  but  it  is  typical  enough  in  South 
Wales  to  indicate  the  outlook  for  the  men  in 
those  stricken  valleys. 

Nor  can  one  see  any  more  hopeful  sign  of 
Government  sympathy  or  help  for  the  agri- 
cultural labourers.  The  new  attack  of  the 
farmers  is  likely  to  be  pressed  all  over  the 
country.  It  is  admitted  that  the  fanners  them- 
selves are  in  a bad  way  in  many  counties,  but 
the  tragic  part  of  the  whole  business  is  their 
apparent,  inability  to  think  out  any  other 
policj’  than  that  of  cutting  wages  even  to  a 
point  bringing  the  agricultural  workers  below 
the  poverty  level  at  which  they  existed  before 
the  war.  The  consumers  of  agricultural 
produco  pay  heavy  and  unnecessary  tolls  to 
a host  of  superfluous  distributors  who  could 
be  eliminated  by  weli-organised  co-opera- 
tive machinery,  but  while  the  farmers 
can  just  put  their  losses  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  workers  they  are  not 
likely  to  worry-  about  measures  which  are 
needed  as  much  in  the  national  interest  as  in 
the  interest  of  agriculture. 

Some  Bright  Patches. 

Fortunately,  the  prospect  is  not.  without 
some  brighter  patches  of  sky.  Although  the 
railway  companies  may  persist  in  their  attack 
on  the  wages  of  the  shopmen,  they  still  ob- 
viously fear  the  consequences  of  an  attempt 
to  smash  the  agreement  of  the  operating  staffs. 
The  settlements  gained  by  the  dock  workers 
and  the  tramway  employees,  too,  show  that 
in  specialised  industries  and  in  miscellaneous 
trades  where  the  conditions  are  different,  from 
■those  in  mining  and  agriculture  it  is  possible 
by  skilful  leadership  to  check  the  downward 
process. 

When  due  allowance  is  made  for  this, 
however,  it  is  impossible  for  anyone  who 
has  recently  studied  at  close  quarters  Fie 
Central  European  industrial  situation  to 
believe  that  until  the  whole  international 
question  is  dealt  with  more  vigorously  and 
sensibly  there  can  be  any  permanent 
improvement*  in  the  corcKtious  of  the 
workers  in  Great  Britain,  even  if  still’ 
farther  deterioration  can  be  prevented. 


PUTTING  BACK  THE 
CLOCK. 

" Winter  Time  " officially  bejan  on  SunJay,  October  8th. 

The  pleasant  time,  the  summer  time. 
Goes  -with  flower  and  flock: 

See  us  all,  at  midnight's  chime, 

Pulling  back  the  clock! 

The  wild,  the  roaring  nights  and  noons 
Come  with  storm  and  shock; 

The  ’darker  moons,  the  colder  moons, 
Now,  put  back  the  clock. 

On  lands  at  peace  a storm  -was  hurled; 
III  winds  came  to  mock 

Our  summer  dreams;  for  all  the  -world 
War  pul  back  the  clock. 

And  shall  wc  let  it  come  again  f 
Link  the  lands  and  lock 

In  the  League,  lest  war's  red  reign 
Still  put  back  the  clock! 

The  bulb  gropes  sunward,  but  its  way 
Winter  storms  will  block: 

So  our  hope  chill  tears  delay 
4nd  put  back  the  clock! 

Yet  the  bulb  survives,  stands  fast: 
ti n ill  upon  a Pock 

Hope  stands  too -and  Spring,  at  last. 
Forward  puts  the  clock! 

— Ui.kanor  Grant. 
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THE  WORLD  of  LITERATURE. 


WHO  BEGAN  IT  ? 

MR.  MOREL  GETS  BACK  TO 

THE  OLD  QUESTION. 

“ What  was  unknown  yesterday,  is  know- 
ledge to-day  and  will  be  ignorance  to-morrow,” 
said  a philosopher ; and  the  saying  is  being 
borne  out  by  the  change  in  popular  opinion 
witli  regard  to  many  aspects  of  tho  war.  It  is 
possiblo  to  say  now,  with  some  chance  of  its 
acceptance,  what  one  dured  not  say  during  the 
war  with  any  hope  of  its  being  believed — 
apart  from  the  fact  that  a too  candid  state- 
ment of  fact  while  the  war  was  in  progress 
would  have  landed  the  publisher  in  gaol. 
Mr.  E.  D.  Morel’s  latest  pamphlet,  “ Military 
Preparations  for  the  Great  War  : Fact 
versus  Fiction  ” (Labour  Publishing  Company 
Limited.  6d.),  is  calculated  to  explode  the 
idea  that  the  Allies  were  unprepared  for  the 
war.  Ho  considers  himself  impelled  to  that 
course  because  he  regards  the  Treaty  of  Ver- 
sailles as  having  a paralysing  effect  upon 
Europe ; and  he  asserts  that  tho  Treaty  of 
Versailles  has  been  made  possiblo  by  the 
popular  belief  so  sedulously  propagated  that 
one  nation  bore  tho  sole  guilt  for  starting  tho 
war.  He  does  not  hesitate  to  say  that  that 
belief  was  propagated  “ in  order  to  save  the 
political  skins  of  certain  eminent  persons  in 
Britain  and  Fiance  ” who  were  “ committing 
them  (the  people)  behind  their  backs  to  an 
obligation  to  fight  in  a war  years  before  that 
war  took  place.”  He  gives  well  authenticated 
records  to  demonstrate  that  for  ten  years 
before  tho  war,  French  and  Russian  expendi- 
ture on  armies  and  navies,  their  increases 
in  man  power,  and  their  general  preparedness 
for  war  were  on  a greater  scale  than  the  pre- 
parations on  the  part  of  Austria  and  Germany. 
Germany  was  universally  condemned  in  this 
country  and  in  other  countries  because  of  her 
excessive  preparations  for  war ; but  Mr. 
Morel’s  figures  go  to  show  that  till  the  war 
broke  out  the  preparations  of  Germany  and 
Austria  were  on  a less  scale  than  the  prepara- 
tions of  Franco  and  Russia.  It  is  difficult 
for  the  casual  reader  to  accept  or  reject  theso 
figure?  off-hand ; but  Mr.  Morel  takes  the 
responsibility  of  publishing  them,  not  for  the 
first  time.  If  they  are  correct  they  alter  the 
popular  conception  of  things  considerably ; 
and  if  they  arc  not  correct  why  have  they  not 
been  disproved  since  he  first  .quoted  them  in 
1915  ? The  probable  truth  is  that  when  the 
nations  actually  got  to  war  each  discovered 
that  it  was  not  sufficiently  prepared  to  do 
what  it  contemplated  ; but  all  the  nations 
entered  the  war  better  prepared  than  any 
of  them  had  ever  been  before,  and  each  of  the 
Governments  was  satisfied  that  it  was  fully 
prepared.  If  there  had  been  any  feeling  of 
unpreparedness  on  either  side,  the  war  would 
not  have  come.  M.L. 

LEARNING  WITHOUT 
TEARS. 

One  of  the  latest  publications  for  the  young 
folks  is  “ Cassell’s  Book  of  Children's  Know 
ledge”  (Cassell  and  Co.  Ltd.,  La  Belle  Sauvage, 
London,  E.C.),  and  the  first  two  numbers  give 
every  indication  of  the  value  that  the  children’s 
book  must  prove  to  be  in  tho  home.  Tho 
Book  is  to  be  completed  in  forty-eight  fort- 
nightly parts,  at  Is.  3d.  each,  and  we  are  told 
that  its  preparation  has  cost  £200,000.  We  are 
not  surprised.  It  is  to  comprise  10,000 
pictures  and  photographs  ; and  to  obtain  some 
of  these  special  commissioners  have  gone  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  illustrations  make 
the  Children's  Book  different  from  any  that 
have  yet  been  published  because  of  their 
superiority  and  variety.  The  first  numbers, 
which  are  only  samples  of  what  is  to  follow, 
aro  picture  books  which  will  compel  tho  in- 
terest of  the  young  people ; and  being  in- 
terested in  the  pictures  they  will  read  what 
the  Book  has  to  say  about  the  subject. 

“ Learning  Without  Tears  ” would  be  an 
appropriate  description  of  tho  purpose  of  tho 
new  publication,  unless  “ Learning  in  Joy  ” 
were  substituted. 


DON'T  GET  LEFT  BEHIND. 

But  you  will  if  you  don't  make  the 
test  use  of 

"THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS." 
Sec  that  your  Store  his  a copy  for  you 
every  week. 


LOVE  AND  THE  FISH 
TRADE. 

A GUY  THORNE  NOVEL. 

A Suffolk  town  whose  prosperity  lias  been 
dragged  from  tho  sea  is  the  Beene  in  which 
Guy  Thorne  weaves  tho  romance  which  one 
reads  in  ” Fishport  ” (Ward,  Locke,,  and  Co. 
Ltd.,  7s.). 

A lifelong  feud  between  two  otherwise 
worthy 'old  fish  merchants,  owners  of  their 
own  fleets,  lends  interest  to  the  romance.  Tho 
son  of  one  is  smitten  by  the  charms  of  the 
daughter  of  the  other,  and  that  spells  com 
plications  at  once,  but  Ivor  Jary  and  Muriel 
Greengrass  find  a foretaste  of  heaven  in  each 
other’s  company. 

Ivor  breaks  the  news  to  his  father,  who  re- 
fuses to  countenance  the  union  till  Ivor  con- 
vinces him — knowing  that  no  other  argument 
will  . prevail — that  it  will  be  the  sweetest 
revenge  to  rob  old  Greengrass  of  his  daughter. 
Muriei’s  father  is  adamant  to  her  appeals,  and 
has  her  carried  off  to  a lonely  house,  where  she 
is  kept  prisoner  by  an  aunt,  and  only  allowed 
to  see  the  prospective  husband  her  father  has 
chosen— a respectable-looking  sort  of  black- 
guard, wealthy  and  wicked,  the  son  of  Muriel’s 
gaoler. 

The  beginning  and  progress  of  the  romance, 
the  plans  adopted  by  Ivor,  Muriel,  and  their 
friends  to  circumvent  old  Greengrass,  and  the 
triumphant  wedding  at  a picturesque  little 
church  constitute  leading  features  of  the  tale 
but  oven  these  are  eclipsed  in  thrill  by  the 
narrative  of  the  doings  of  the  rival  wooer, 
Barnet  Hyman. 

It  is  a pity,  in  sonje  respects,  that  Guy 
Thorne  is  the  author.  The  tale  is  engrossing 
till  the  end  is  reached,  but  there  the  authoi 
does  himself  the  greatest  injustice.  The  true 
lovers  arc  happy,  but  Ivor  had  only  one  power- 
ful rival  ; that  rival  disappeared  on  the 
night  that  Ivor  and  his  friends  broke  into  the 
house  where  Muriel  was  hidden  ; that  riv 
died  mysteriously.  He  died  a shameful  death 
in  circumstances  made  known  to  the  reader, 
but-his  friends — his  mother,  enraged  at  the  loss 
of  her  son,  and  old  Greengrass,  enraged  at  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter  to  the  son  of  his 
enemy — do  not  know  the  circumstances.  They 
would  know  of  his  disappearance  ; they  got 
to  know  of  his  death  ; they  knew  who  had  a 
motive  to  get  rid  of  him.  Circumstantial 
evidence  is  sometimes  deadly  ; and  the  writer 
does  not  tell  whether  or  how  Ivor  and  his 
friends  escaped  from  it.  One  is  constrained  to 
wonder,  too,  when  or  where  an}'  Hebridean 
girl  was  ever  heard  to  talk  the  kind'  of 
“ Scotch  ” that  the  author  puts  into  the  mouth 
of  Janet  Melrose. 

The  tale  is  intensely  interesting,  and  the 
reader  will  enjoy  it ; but  Guy  Thorne  has 
written  a better  story  than  this. 

Mylps’  Long. 

REVIEWS  IN  BRIEF. 

“ Why  Europe’Leaves  Home,”  by  Kenneth 
L.  Roberts,  is  entertaining  reading  about 
emigration  chiefly,  and  about  Glasgow  drunk- 
enness. The  writer  walked  up  and  down 
Sauchiehall-street  which,  he  says,  “ is  pro- 
nounced ' Soaky-all.’  ” If  ho  heard  a Glasgow 
man  call  it  that,  the  Glasgow  man  must  have 
been  in  the  condition  of  those  upon  whom  the 
writer  founds  his  views  about  Glasgow  drunk- 
enness. The  Glasgow  people  call  it  “ Saw- 
hay-hall,”  and  Mr.  Roberts’  slip  will  lead 
Glasgow  readers  to  conclude  that  his  hunt  for 
copy  must  have  been  conducted  under  the 
tutelage  of  some  S issenach  jealous  of  Glasgow’s 
greatness. 

“ Tns  HighnYay,”  the  official  journal  of  the 
Workers’  Educational  Association,  makes  its 
appearance  this  month  in  a new  and  enlarged 
form.  In  tho  current  number  Lord  Haldane 
writes  on  “ Goethe  as  Man  of  Science,”  and  Mr. 

A.  E.  Zimmern  on  “ The  Political  Condition  of 
Europe.”  There  are  articles  on  “ Vienna’s 
Worker  Students,”  by  Mr  W.  H.  Marwick  ; 
a report  of  the  International  Conference  on 
Workers’  Education  recently  held  in  Brussels  ; 
and  reviews  by  Mr.  G.  D.  H.  Cole,  Dr.  J.  A. 
Gunn,  Mr.  T.  W.  Price,  and  othcis.  The  issue 
is  an  exceptionally  good  one,  and  if  the  sub- 
sequent issues  maintain  the  same  level 
readers  of  “ The  Highway  ’’  will  eagerly  look 
for  its  appearance  month  by  month. 


I enjoy  your  monthly  very  much,  and 
always  find  something  of  interest." — A 
Montreal  reader  of  tho  “ Mitigate." 


INTERNATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  MEETING, 

IMPORTANT  QUESTIONS  RAISED  AT  ESSEN. 


PROPOSED  I.C.A.  AND  I.F.T.U.  ENTENTE. 


BY  H.  J.  MAY. 


The  meeting  of  the  executive  of  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  was  continued 
on  Monday,  October  2nd,  at  Essen,  when 
8e,mira*  roa^ers  importance  were  discussed. 

The  question  of  International  Co-operative 
Trading  was  tho  subject  of  an  interesting 
report  from  Victor  Serwy  on  the  present 
resources  of  Georgia  and  tho  possibility  of 
trade.  According  to  the  latest  statistics, 
almost  the  entire  population  of  Georgia  has 
been  converted  to  eo-Oporation.  The  report 
contains  detailed  statements  of  the  largo 
quantity  of  agricultural  and  mineral  products 
of  the  country  which  await  exportation. 
The  average  yoarly  exports,  prior  to  the  war, 
were  between  seventeen  and  eighteen  million 
poods.  Victor  Serwy  declares  that  “ the 
Georgian  organisations  are  ready,  through  their 
Central  Union  at  Tiflis,  to  enter  into  relations 
with  the  Co-operative  Unions  of  other  coun- 
tries immediately,  if  possible,  and  certainly 
later  on.” 

Alliance  Trade  Polioy  Attacked. 

A pamphlet  recently  issued  by  the  English 
and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies  entitled 
“ Plain  Facts  About  International  Co-opcra- 
tivo  Trade.”  was  also  discussed.  In  this 
paper  an  attack  is  made  upon  the  trading 
policy  of  tho  International  Co-operativo 
Alliance,  and  about  a dozen  transactions  or 
proposals  for  trade  made  by  national  co-opera- 
tive organisations.  Members  of  the  Alliance, 
whose  identity  is  not  revealed  in  the  pamphlet, 
aro  cited  as  demonstrating  the  impossibility 
of  establishing  satisfactory'  international 
trading.  This  method  of  attack  and  tho  fact 
that  the  pamphlet  is  marked  “ Private  ” and 
has  only  received  a limited  circulation,  created 
a painful  impression.  It  was  decided  to 
express  to  tho  two  British  Wholesales  the 
regret  of  tJie  executive  at  tho  tone  and  spirit 
of  the  pamphlet,  and  also  its  private  circula- 
tion without  any  previous  consultation  with 
the  Alliance.  Further,  that  they  be  invited 
to  offer  an  explanation  of  its  purpose,  and  at 
the  same  time  bo  assured  of  the  earnest  desire 
of  the  I.C.A.  to  work  with  all  tho  Wholesale 
Societies  in  the  greatest  harmony  and  friend- 
ship in  this  as  in  all  other  matters. 

Conference  With  Trade  Unions. 

Relations  witli  the  International  Federation 
of  Trade  Unions,  established  in  principle  at 
tho  Basle  Congress,  were  advanced  a step 
further.  A conference  is  shortly  to  be  held 


between  the  two  executives,  and,  at  the 
quest  of  the  Trade  Union  Federation  a W 
of  discussion  was  adopted  as  follows  •—  . 

1.  The  promotion  of  a genuine  '■  entente" 

for  all  mutual  associated  purposes6 

2.  The  regular  interchange  of  frateriud 

delegates  at  congresses  and  con 
ferences. 

3.  Joint  propaganda  demonstratin'-  this 

economic  interdependence  of^Ut 
movements,  and  the  need  of  unjt‘5 
action  ar.d  reciprocal  action  to  secum 
social,  economic,  and  political  fn* 
dom. 

4.  Tho  promotion  of  “ Consuiw 

Councils”  in  every  country  consist- 
ing mainly  of  representatives  of  tho 
co-operative  and  trade  union  move- 
ments.  Theso  councils  to  exercise 
a vigilant  oversight  of  the  sources 
and  methods  of  production  and 
supply,  in  the  interests  of  the  con- 
sumers. 

5.  The  establishment  of  a joint  committee 

which  would  meet  regularly  to  con- 
sider difficult  problems,  sucli  us  waoes 
and  conditions  of  labour,  whether 'in 
the  case  of  disputes  or  new  proposals; 
also  to  formulate  policies  on  questions 
of  peace,  war,  disarmament,  free 
Trade,  Protection,  &c. 

Fascist  Violence. 

The  Italian  situation  was  vividly  set.  out  in  a 
report  of  Signor  Vergnanini  (the  Secretary  of 
the  Italian  Union),  who  was  tho  host  of  the 
Alliance  during  its  meetings  at  Milan  in  April. 
The  brutality  and  violence  of  the  “ I’ascisti” 
has  been  exorcised  strongly  against  co-opera- 
tive societies,  hundreds  of  which  have  been 
burnt  out  or  otherwise  devastated.  Thero  aro 
thousands  of  fugitives  from  their  homes,  and 
it  is  impossible  at  present  to  estimate  the 
damage  to  the  property  of  co-operators  which 
runs  into  millions.  Whole  provinces  are 
dominated  by  this  reactionary  organisation 
which  is  providing  civil  war  with  disastrous 
results  to  the  properties  of  the  organised 
workers. 

Dr.  A.  Suter,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the 
executive,  accepted  the  task  of  visiting  Italy 
at  once  to  report  on  tho  situation  ; while  the 
president  and  general  secretary  were  given 
full  power  to  take  immediate  action  on  Dr, 
Suter’ s report 


THE  BOND  OF  TRADE. 

INTER-WHOLESALES’  EXECUTIVE 
MEET. 

SEVEN  MILLIONS  EXCHANGE 

IN  THREE  MONTHS. 


The  executive  of  the  International  Co- 
operative Trading  Committee  met  at  Essen 
on  Monday,  October  2nd,  when  Mr.  A.  W. 
Gulightly  presided,  supported  by  Sir 
Thomas  Brodriek  (secretary),  Messrs.  R. 
Stewart  (Britain),  G.  J.  D.  C.  Goedhart 
(Holland),  A.  J.  Cleuet  (France),  Victor 
Senvy  (Belgium),  H.  Potzold  (Germany), 
Dr.  A.  Siiter  (Switzerland),  A.  Johnnnsen 
(Sweden),  A.  A.  Kissiu  (Russia). 

After  the  formal  reception  of  Mr.  Kissin 
as  the  new  representative  of  Russia,  the 
report  of  the  Bureau  on  Trading  Develop- 
ment since  the  last  meeting  was  consi- 
dered. Belgium  had  made  satisfactory 

rrangements  to  liquidate  its  credit  with 
the  C.W.S.,  which,  incurred  ulien  the 
exchange  was  at  twenty-seven,  had  been 
retarded  by  the  steady  descent  to  forty 
and  now  to  sixty-one  francs  to  the  pound 
sterling. 

A Big  Purchase. 

Mr.  Golightly  was  able  to  announce  that 
the  C.W.S.  had  secured  the  whole  pro- 
duction of  the  New  Zealand  Federation  in 
meat,  butter,  and  cheese.  He  regretted 
that  they  had  not  made  much  progress 
with  international  trade,  but  had  now 
direct  banking  transactions  with  Germany. 
Scandinavia,  and  Roumania.  With  regard 
to  Russia  they  had  not  been  able  to  estab- 
lish large  scale  transactions  because  they 
must  have  satisfactory  security  for  their 
mouey,  especially  when  handling  the 
savings  of  the  workers.  The  irony  of  tho 
situation  was  that  speculative  brokers  took 
the  trade  because  they  were  willing  to  take 
a high  percentage  of  risk,  winch  was  not 
justified  in  the  case  of  co-operative 
societies. 

Reports  were  considered  on  various 
other  matters  dealt  with  by  the  Bureau 
nd  including  tho  present  position  of  the 
Ter  Meulen  Bonds  Scheme,  Georgia  and 
Russia,  and  detailed  statements  of  pur- 
chases of  imported  goods  by  European 
Wholesale  Societies  amounting  to  a value 
of  over  seven  millions  sterling  for  tho 
second  quarter  of  1922,  calculated  on  a 
mean  rate  of  exchange.  Of  this  sum  the 
English  Wholesale,  was  responsible  for 
five-and-n-quarter  millions. 

A joint  sub-committee  of  the  Britislr 
Wholesales  has  recently  been  set  up  to 
deni  with  • the  question  of  international 
trading  with  tho  object  of  co-ordinating 
British  effort. 


BANKING  AND 

INSURANCE. 

CO-OPERATIVE  COMMISSIONS  BUSY. 

The  executive  of  the  International  Banking 
section  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  met  on  Tuesday,  October  -nd,  at 
Essen,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Goedhart. 
There  were  also  present  Gaston  Ldvy  (France), 
Victor  Serwy  (Belgium),  Dr.  A.  Suter  (Switzer- 
land), A.  A.  Kissin  (Russia),  Emil  Lustig 
(Czecho-Slovakia),  and  H.  J.  May  (general 
secretary).  Dr.  Kark  Renner  (Austria)  and 
Dr.  Tullio  Giumelli  (Italy)  were  prevented 
from  being  present. 

The  British  Wholesales. 

Mr.  Gaston  L6vy  submitted  the  report  of 
the  Secretariat,  which  showed  that  all  the 
countries  invited  to  nominate  representatives 
to  the  executive  had  responded  favourably 
except  Great  Britain  and  Germany.  It  i* 
hoped,  however,  that  the  British  Wholesale 
Societies  will  seo  their  way  to  be  represented 
at  tho  next  meeting,  seeing  that  the  Com- 
mission at  present  is  only  seeking  information, 
and  they  will  not  thereby  he  committed  to 
anv  financial  or  constitutional  proposals. 

The  constitution  of  a preliminary  Bureau 
of  Information  has  been  agreed  to  by  tho 
executive  and  undertaken  by  the  French  Co- 
operative Bank,  which  is  now  established  os  an 
autonomous  organisation  in  Paris,  and  agrees 
to  bear  the  expense  of  inquiries. 

The  question  of  sotting  up  a Consortium  for 
tho  issue  of  a large  loan  raised  at  Milan  m 
April  was  again  considered,  and  it  was  decided 
to  ask  a representative  of  the  French  C.W.a. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Cleuet,  to  prepare  a report  on  a 
practical  scheme  for  the  next  meeting. 

Varied  Experience. 

Another  question  of  importance  was  tlio 
consideration  of  tho  relative  advantages 
independent  autonomous  co-operative  hanks 
and  thoso  which  aro  branches  of 
Societies.  Mr.  B.  Jaeggi  is  now  to  be  askeu 
to  preparo  a report  for  consideration  a 
Hamburg  in  April  next. 

Six  Insurance  Societies  to  Co-operate. 

The  question  of  International  tVopendWO 
Insurance  was  also  mentioned  towards  to 
closo  of  the  meeting,  when  it  was  indieat 
that,  following  a conlcrcnee  at  Rome  in  'P  , 
last,  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Societies 
at  least  six  countries  had  agreed  to  comm 
action,  and  will  send  delegates  to  a nied' o 
on  Insurance  at  Ghent  next  year.  All 
other  countries  in  the  AUianco  with  in.«i,ra  , 
departments  will  be  invited  to  participate, 
thus  it  is  hoped  that,  before  long,  we  » 
have  a satisfactory  spectacle  of  the  harinon 
working  of  at  least  three  Commissions 
International  Banking  and  Assurance  to 
achievement  of  the  co-operative  policy- 
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RACE  FOR  TRADE 


MEMBERSHIP,  SALES,  AND  DIVIDEND. 


are  SOCIETIES  HANDICAPPED  BY  “FRILLS  AND 

SUPERFLUITIES  ”? 


INCREASES  WANTED. 

HOW  THEY  ARE  TO  BE-€OT. 


PRESERVING  FINANCIAL  STABILITY. 


[“  Co-operative  News  ” Special.] 


When  two  officials  of  the  standing  of  Mr. 
A.  Piokup  (Birkenhead)  anil  Mr.  W.  E.  Banister 
(Liverpool)  unhesitatingly  state  that 
at  the  present  time,  in  spite  of  unemploy- 
ment and  distress,  there  is  sufficient 
trade  passing  our  doors  to  turn  our 
decreases  into  increases, 
one  is  at  once  prompted  to  ask  “ VVhy  ? ” 
Is  it  because  the  machinery  which  earns  and 
gives  to  the  people  the  economic  advantages 
of  co  operative  effort  is  in  need  of  overhauling, 
or  is  it  because  the  people  expect  more  from 
tie  movement  than  the  movement  is  capable 
of  giving  ? 

The  sentence  in  black  type  is  taken  from  a 
paper  which  Messrs.  Pickup  and  Banister  have 
prepared,  at  the  request  of  the  Co-operative 
Secretaries’  Association  (of  which  they  are 
members),  for  use  at  the  Trades  and  Business 
Conferences  now  being  held  at  various  centres 
of  co-operative  activity.  The  paper  which 
bear3  the  title  “ The  Policy  of  Societies  in 
Regard  to  Trade,  Dividends,  Reserves,  and 
Depreciation,”  is  summarised  below. 


dends  are  concerned,  co-operative  societies 
pay  on  turnover  and  private  companies  on 
capital. 

Many  co-opcrntivo  societies’  “ profits,”  it  is 
pointed  out,  if  treated  as  private  limited  com- 
panies’, although  paying  a comparatively  small 
dividend  on  turnover,  would  be  sufficient  to 
pay  a percentage  on  capital  that  would  gladden 
the  hearts  of  investors  in  private  concerns. 

11  Frills  and  Superfluities." 

“ Besides  tlris,  members  forget  that  these 
companies,  our  competitors,  have  no  scruples 
regarding  trado  union  wages  and  conditions, 
and  that  in  fixing  their  margins  they  have 
to  provide  for  no  frills  and  superfluities  such 
as  educational  grants,  political  funds,  guild 
giants,  free  scholarships,  wages  board  levies, 
Co-operative  Union  fees,  and  charitable  sub- 
scriptions to  all  and  sundry.  Nor  have  they 
to  bear  the  cost  of  conferences,  convalescent 
homes,  tea  parties,  galas,  choir  contests 
exhibitions,  and  collective  life  assurance 
schemes. 


" Killed  in  the  Board-room." 

Before  getting  down  to  business,  however, 
the  writers  of  the  paper  put  in  a word  for 
“responsible  officials  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments," at  the  expense  of  boards  of  manage- 
ment. and  venture  to  assert  that 
if  the  ambition,  enthusiasm,  and  enter- 
prise that  have  been  killed  in  the  beard- 
room  during  the  late  hours  of  the 
evening  after  a strenuous  day’s  work 
had  only  been  sustained,  encouraged, 
and  wisely  directed,  the  co-operative 
movement  would  now  bo  much  nearer  to 
the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

So  much  for  Buckingham  ! 

A review  of  “ our  past  policy  ” i3  then  en- 
tered upon  and  the  opinion  expressed  that 
there  is  much  room  for  imjirovcment.  Con- 
ditions governing  retail  trade  have  altered," 
and  if  the  movement  desires  to  maintain  and 
improve  ils  position  “ it  will  be  necessary  for 
ns  to  overhaul  our  machinery  and  bring  it 
up  to  date.” 

Praise  for  Multiple  Shops. 

Having  pointed  out  how  and  where  the 
machinery  went  wrong  the  writers  go  on  to 
suggest  ways  and  means  of  putting  it  right. 
It  may  also  be  stated  that  they  are  not  nig- 
gardly of  praise  for  competitors  of  our  societies. 
One  sentence  will  perhaps  suffice.  “ We  may 
dislike  their  competition  (they  say) ; yet  we 
cannot  but  admire  their  beautifully  clean 
premises  and  artistic  window  displays,  their 
striking  advertisements,  and  the  smart  attrac- 
tive appearance  of  their  shops.” 

The  object  of  this  flattery  is  presumably  to 
buck  up  ” those  of  our  societies  which  have 
allowed  their  machinery  to  lag  behind  the 
times.  In  fact,  we  read  in  almost  the  next 
sentence  that 


to  win  the  support  of  the  rank  and  file 
we  must  give  value  and  service  at  least 
equal  to  that  of  our  competitors. 

How  to  Catch  Trade. 

There  are  many  methods,  Bay  the  writers, 
which,  if  adopted,  will  help  societies  to  increase 
their  trade.  Among  these  are: — (1)  Can- 
vassing (particularly  of  non-trading  members) ; 
(2)  special  sales  weeks ; (3)  all-co-operative 
Weeks ; (4)  dividend  sale3  ; (5)  clothing  clubs  ; 
(6)  Christmas  clubs ; (7)  hire  purchase ; (8) 
Wording  details  of  members’  purchases,  with 
8 view  to  ascertaining  why  certain  commodities 
8re  not  purchased. 


Dividend  Disadvantages. 

The  paper  has  been  written  primarily  for 
ue  benefit  of  the  official  element  of  the  move- 
bift  one  portion — that  relating  to  “ divi- 
'k'Ad  policy  ” — will  also  interest  the  ordinary 
uiember  0f  societies.  It  is  admitted  that 
0Ur  members  have  a right  to  expect  an 
^oiioinie  advantage  by  trading  with  us,” 
ut  the  unduo  prominence  given  to  the  divi- 
ntl  question  and  “ the  unfair'  comparisons 
aade  as  between  ourselves  and  private  limited 
c°n> panics  form  serious  hindrances  to  our 
Tigress.” 


Dividend  (the  writers  observe)  has 

“impelled  us  to  fix  prices  for  some  of 
Soods,  which  place  us  outside  the 
P°ssit,le  sales  market. 


Before 


making  comparisons  betweep  their 
and  private  companies  members  are 
bear  in  mind  that,  so  far  ns  divi- 


We  are  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  not 
possible  for  any  co-oporative  society  to 
carry  this  load,  sell  at  fair  competitive 
prices,  and  pay  a high  dividend.  The 
margin  is  not  there,  and  it  cannot  be 
done." 

It  sometimes  appears  that  we  educated  our 
members  to  expect  too  much. 

It  is  recognised  that  -high  dividends  " assist 
us  in  building  up  capital,”  but  capital  secured 
in  this  way  could  be  got  by  issuing  dividend/ 
vouchers,  say  up  to  25  per  cent.,  in  transferable 
share  script.  Elsewhere  in  their  paper  the 
writers  say  that  " dividend  vouchers  issued 
for  goods  would  prevent  a vast  amount  of 
trade  from  flowing  into  the  coffers  of  private 
traders.” 

Reserves  and  Depreciation. 

How  far  societies  should  use  their  general 
and  depreciation  reserves  for  writing  down 
stocks,  reducing  expenses,  or  paying  a dividend 
to  members,  must  depend  partly  upon  the 
position  of  a society,  and,  partly  upon  how  far 
it  has  built  up  reserve  funds  to  meet  the  special 
contingencies  that  cause  attention  to  be  turned 
to  its  reservos.  All  definitely  ascertained  losses 
should  be  written  off  from  assets. in  the  quarter 
in  which  they  occur,  and  reserves  reduced 
accordingly,  in  order  that  the  reserves  shown 
in  societies’  accounts  may  be  real  reserves  to 
meet  contingencies  over.whioh  they  have  little 
or  no  control. 

Safety  First. 

Committees  and  officials  have  on  many 
occasions  increased  the  rate  of  dividend  by 
Id.  or  2d.  in  the  pound  with  the  idea  of  ob- 
taining more  members  and  increasing  trade, 
using  for  this  purpose  money  that  should  have 
been  used  in  building  up  reserves. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  members’ 
knowledge  that  their  deposits  were  safe 
and  always  ready  for  them  did  more  to 
ensure  their  loyalty  than  an  extra  id. 
or  2d.  dividend  declared  under  strained 
circumstances.  Dividend  forms  a part 
of  our  trading  sy9tem  (state  the  writers), 
but  if  it  is  our  only  attraction  not  much 
can  be  said  for  our  business  efficiency  l 
Three  methods  of  depreciation  are  employed 
by  co-operative  societies — (a)  fixed  rates  on 
nominal  value;  (b)  fixed  rates  on  cost;  (c) 
fixed  rates  on  cost  plus  compound  interest 
on  the  fund  thus  created.  The  safe  method 
is  (6),  fixed  rates  on  cost,  under  which  the 
depreciation  is  equally  spread  over  each 
period  and  the  asstfts  written  off  in  ji  certain 
number  of  years.  It  is  in  the  rates  that  the 
depreciation  reserves  ore  found. 

Some  societies  have  reduced  or  even  sus- 
pended depreciation  during  the  present  diffi- 
cult period.  This  course  can  only  be  justified 
by  each  society  determining  its  own  ” safoty 
line,"  and  cannot  bo  advocated  as  a general 
policy.  It  is  only  an  expedient  and  not  a 
remedy.  It  may  be  aslccd  : What  about  the 
appreciation  of  assets  ? Tina  must  be  the  last 
resource,  and  only  then  after  expert  valuation 
of  the  assets  appreciated.  If  a valuation  has 
been  made  and  assets  given  appreciated  value 
in  the  society’s  accounts,  any  subsequent 
fall  in  value  must  be  a first  charge  on  profits. 
The  better  policy  is  to  suspend  or  reduce  de- 
preciation for  the  time  being,  or  to  use  nnjf 
over-depreciation  to  reduco  values  or  case 
expenses.  Writing  up  assets  is  always  a 
dangerous  policy. 

[Continued  on  fourth  column.] 


Notwithstanding  tbs  state  of  the  labour 
market  and  the  prospect  of  continued  nr 
intermittent  unemployment,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly possible  to  make  larger  dividends 
by  means  of  increased  sales  in  these  uncer- 
tain times,  and  this  will  automatically 
strengthen  our  societies  so  far  as  member- 
ship is  concerned. 

How  I9  it  To  Be  Done? 

Retail  societies’  managers  will  all  agree 
that  working  expenses  can  only  be  reduced 
to  a certain  fixed  minimum,  below  which  it 
i>  dangerous  to  go.  If  shops  are  opened  up 
there  are  ohvuys  standing  expenses  have 
to  be  met  whether  anything  is  sold  over 
th'3  counter  or  not,  but  if  the  sales  increase 
tlio  proportion  of  expenses  per  pound  of 
sales  naturally  decreases,  and  this  gives  the 
greater  margin  for  dividend.  The  more  tins 
principle  operates,  the  larger  is  the  benefit 
to  the  individual  co-operator ;,  for  not  only 
does  tlie  expanding  trade  total  increase  the 
dividend,  but  it  will  often  permit  of  modi- 
fications in  the  prices  of  goods  sold. 

" Yes,"  these  same  managers  will  say. 
" But  lioyv  are  you  going  to  effect  such  an 
improvement  in’ the  sales  total?” 

This  cau  be  answered  under  five  brief 
headings,  which  are  : — 

1.  Modernise  your  shops. 

2.  Remove  the  old  dowdy  shop  ex- 
teriors, dispense  with  the  out-of-date 
counters,  shelves,  and  bins. 

3.  Invest  in  smart  and  attractive  shop 
fronts,  and  insfcal  the  most  artistic  and 
up-to-date  quick-service  fittings  and 
counter  showcases,  so  that  you  can  stock 
and  display  your  goods  to  the  best  acb-an- 
tfigo.  and  also  serve  your  customers  with 
the  least  annoyance  and  in  a courteous, 
smart,  and  tasteful  nuuirer. 

4.  Make  accommodation  and  provision 
for  catering  for  the  many  co-operative 
social  functions,  such  as  teas,  dinners, 
wedding  parties,  whist  drives,  dauces 
and  parties,  by  adapting  your  pre- 
mises and  arranging  to  keep'  all  these 
,,aPPy  events  within  the  movement,  thus 


letting  the  oo-ope niters’  money  circulate 
within  the  co-operative  society  and  tlio 
movement  generally. 

5.  Engage  none  but  smart,  competent, 
and  energetic  servants  iu  all  branches  of 
the  retail  societies’  activities.  Do  not  lot 
these  posts  be  filled  by  persona,  who  would 
be  better  employed  elsewhere. 

The  C.W.S.  Building  Department,  of 
Broughfcpu-lane,  Manoheseter,  who  are 
specialists  in  the  manufacture  and  design- 
ing of  every  class  of  shop  front  and  shop 
fitting,  have  a fine  display  of  shop  fittings  sit 
the  C.W.S.  Exhibition,  which  is  being  held 
in  the  Armoury,  Old-street.  Ashton-nnder- 
Lyne,  from  Saturday,  October  11th,  to 
Saturday,  October  21st,  1922,  and  a visit  to 
their  stand  will  well  repay  the  time  and 
trouble  involved.  They  are  also  giving  with 
this  issue  of  the  “ Co-operative  News  " an 
illustrated  art  sheet,  and  whilst  this  maizes 
an  appeal  for  retail  societies’  trade,  it  can- 
not, owing  to  its  small  size,  give  an 
adequate  impression  of  the  range  of  work 
undertaken  in  this  department  of  the  great 
C.W.S. 


[Continued  from  second  column.] 
Collectively-Owned  Capital. 

At  various  conferences  (the  writers  state) 
there  has  recently  been  a good  deal  of  discus- 
sion on  the  question  of  creating  collectively- 
owned  capital  by  means  of  a capital  redemption 
fund,  as  advocated  by  Mr.  George  Riddle  in 
his  paper  read  at  the  Brighton  Congress. 
Undoubtedly  the  proposal  to  create  collectively 
owned  capital  is  good  and  necessary.  Tfi  fact, 
it'only  differs  from  the  system  already  adopted 
by  societies  in  creating  reserves  fund  in  that 
if  it  is  adopted  the  necessary  sums  will  have  to 
be  specially  earmarked  as  a capital  redemption 
fund,  and  not  used  for  any  other  purpose. 
When  all  is  said,  it  remains  true  that 
every  penny  added  to  reserves  comes  out 
of  too  selling  price  of  goods  sold  over 
the  counter. 
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SHOPFITTING 


AND  FITTINGS  for  All  Kinds  of 


SHOPS, 
CAFES,  ™ 
OFFICES. 

SCHEMES  PREPARED. 
DRAWINGS  SUBMITTED. 
ESTIMATES  FREE. 


SATISFACTION  OUR  AIM. 

Contracts  constantly  commencing  com- 
bining Cq-operators’  capital  with  Co- 
operative OPTIMISM  AND  EMPLOYMENT. 


We  solicit  inquiries  from  all 
Co-operative  Organisations. 

Address: 

C W S Building  Dept., 

Broughton  Lane,  MANCHESTER. 

T**~.  " Tt...  M.NCHEsnn."  T.l.pW:  { WW  to!™™,. 


| See  Our  Illustrated  art  Sheet  Given  Willi  This  Issue. 
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SOCIAL  PROBLEMS. 

WHERE  THE  SOLUTION  LIES. 

PROFESSOR..  HALL  AT 
WORCESTER. 

A very  successful  week-end  school,  organised 
by  the  education  committee  of  the  Worcester 
Society,  was  held  ut  Worcester  last  week -end. 
.October  7th  and  8th,  when  Professor  I1’.  Kail, 
M.A.,  gave  four  lectures  upon  “ Co-operation 
and  Social  Problems.” 

At  the  opening  lecture  ?„  welcome  to  the 
students  was  given  by  the  chairman  of  tho 
education  committee,  who  introduced  the 
lecturer. 

Tho  first  lecture  was  an  outline  of  some 
problems  of  the  present  day.  Professor  Hall 
mado  reference  first  of  all  to  the  present  slump 
and  its  probable  duration.  He  explained  how 
trade  had  been  good  during  the  period  of  the 
war  when  prices  were  rising,  and  how  the 
slump  had  been  precipitated  oy  the  break  in 
prices,  wliich  had  been  caused  in  tho  first 
place  by  the  action  of  tho  banks  in  restricting 
tho  credit  given  to  traders.  He  tlieh  went  on 
to  point  out  that  a further  cause  of  the  present 
depression  was  the  inability  of  foreign  countries 
to  buy  from  us  tho  products  of  our  factories 
and  workshops.  The  causes  of  this  inability 
wero  next  explained  and  tho  mysteries  of  the 
foreign  exchanges  wero  illustrated.  The  pros- 
perity of  each  country,  said  the  lecturer, 
was  dependent  upon  the  prosperity  of  other 
nations.  They  should  therefore  bend  their 
'energies  to  tho  promotion  of  common  pros- 
perity rather  than  confine  their  offorts  to 
their  own  special  interests. 

At  the  second  lecture  Mr.  H.  Norman 
presided. 

Mr.  Hall  first  of  all  spoke  about  co-operation 
in  relation  to  unemployment.  He  traced  the 
development  of  industry  in  order  to  show  that 
unemployment  was  not  a new  phenomenon. 
The  growth  of  unemployment  in  our  own 
country,  ho  said,  was  due  to  tho  growth  of 
specialisation.  He  considered  that  unem- 
ployment was  inevitable  no  long  as  industry 
was  conducted  on  the  basis  of  profit  and  on  the 
basis  of  speculation.  Tho  co-operative  move- 
ment by  organising  demand  and  concentrating 
it  through  a few  channels  would  be  better  able 
to  regulate  production  to  meet  the  neefls  of 
the  people  and  eliminate  unemployment. 

Prices  and  Wages. 

The  third  lecture  was  entitled  " Co-operation 
in  Relation  to  Prices  and  Wages."  Mr. 
Edwards  presided. 

War-time  experience  had  shown  many  people 
that  money  wages  might  riso  whilst  real  wages 
would  have  fulJen,  said  tho  lecturer.  Many 
workers  received  bigger  wages  during  the  war 
than  before,  but  found  that  they  had  less 

{mre hasing  power.  Thus,  the  real  wages  had 
alien.  The  lecturer  then  went  on  .to  discuss 
the  various  influences  affecting  money  prices, 
and'pointed  out  how  tho  production  of  gold 
and  the  issuo  of  paper  money  caused  money 
prices  to  riso  ; and  in  this  connection  he  illus- 
trated his  points  by  reference  to  the  issuo  of 
paper  money  in  Gormanv,  Russia,  and  other 
countries.  The  co-operativo  movement,  he 
considered,  was  tho  best  medium  for  con- 
trolling real  prices,  but  the  power  of  the  co- 
operative movement  to  control  prices  was 
limited  by  its  volume  of  trade  and  its  amount 
of  capital.  It  was  necessary  that  membership, 
trade,  and  capital  should  be  increased  ; that 
business  enterprise  should  be  encouraged ; 
that  production  should  be  increased,  and 
efforts  made  to  secure  control  of  the  land. 

Promoting  the  Common  Good. 

On  Sunday  evening,  Air.  Palmer  (secretary 
of  the  society)  presided  over  a largo  attendance. 
The  subject  of  the  lecture  was . Co-operation 
in  Relation  to  International  Trade  and  Inter- 
national Relationships.” 

The  lecturer  recommended  the  development 
of  trade  between  co-operative  societies  of 
various  countries  by  tho  establishment  of  an 
International  Wholesale  Society  and  an 
International  Bank.  In  tho  meantime,  ex- 
changes that  were  representative  of  co-opera- 
tive organisation  for  trade  purposes  might  be 
established  in  the  principal  cities  of  tho  world 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  development  of  trado 
between  co-operative  organisations  in  different 
countries.  Speaking  about  international  rela- 
tionships, he  pointed  out  that  these  were  merely 
an  extension  of  the  relations  of  men  within  their 
own  towns  and  within  their  own  nation. 
Principles  of  good  citizenship  were  the  same, 
namely,  co-operation  in  tho  common  interest. 
Present-day  relationships  in  international 
and  in  tho  national  sphere  were  based  upon  an 
individualistic  and  competitive  conception 
of  society.  Tho  result  of  this  was  that  each 
nation  pushed  its  own  interests,  without 
thought  of  the  interests  of  others.  In  the 
long  run  'this  reacted  upon  every  country,  and 
there  was  no  seourity  for  a happy  future  until 
tho  nations  of  tho  world  co-operated  in  pro- 
moting the  common  good. 

At  tho  closo  of  the  lectures  a very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  tho  lecturer, 
who  described  the  school  as  having  been  a 
very  great  bucccss,  tho  discussions  having 
been,  excellent  and  to  tho  point.  Tho  ladies 
of  tho  guild  and  members  of  the  education 
committee  assisted  in  arranging  tea  which  was 
provided  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 


t-aiiium  ana  umer  lectures,  confer  is,  jtc. 
have  been  arranged  for  each  Saturday  even- 
mg  up  to  December  2nd  by  the  Grays 
Society’s  education-  oc-mniittee.  - 1 ii  . pro- 
gramme presents  plenty  of  variety,  and  the 
JeetuiW  subjects'  range  from  “ The  Life 
and  Work  of  n Miner  ” to  lyric  poems. 
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WEEK-END  SCHOOL  AT  CAMBRIDGE. 

MR.  F,  BRAMLEYS  INSTRUCTIVE  LECTURES. 


WORKING-CLASS  QUESTIONS. 


Tuf,  week-end  school  arranged  by  the  Cam- 
bridge Society,  in  conjunction  with  tho 
Southern  Section  of  tho  Co-operative  Union, 
from  September  29th  to  October  1st,  was  a 
very  successful  event.  Tho  lecturers  were 
Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (secretary,  Southern  Section) 
and  Mr.  F.  Bramley  (assistant  secretary, 
Trade  Unions  Congress  General  Council). 

Mr.  R.  Hibberd  delivered  tho  -first  lecture 
on  Friday  evening,  taking  for  his  subject, 
“ What  Do  Wo  Need  ? ” Councillor  D. 
Crown  presided. 

Mr.  Hibberd  said  what  they  needed  was  to 
get  a real  conception  of  what  was  meant  by 
co-operation.  Co-operation  meant  mutual  aid 
and  social  service,  and  they  should  not  look 
upon  it  merely  ns  a dividend  making  machine 
or  a means  of  procuring  a livelihood.  If  they 
did  so  they  stopped  short  in  the  march  of 
progress.  He  was  one  who  believed  in  divi- 
dends on  purchases,  be.cause  at  present  it 
was  the  only  means  of  realising  production 
for  use  and  not  for  profit,  but  they  should 
look  upon  dividends  not  as  a principle,  but 
as  a policy.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mutual  Aid. 

When  the  school  was  continued  on  Saturday 
morning,  Mi'.  Bramley  gave  the  first  of  his 
three  lectures.  His  subject  was  “ Mutual 
Aid,  thQ_  Law  of  Progress.”  Councillor  Mrs. 
Rackham  occupied  the  chair. 

There  were  a number  of  people,  said  Mr. 
Bramley,  who  believed  that  the  best-ordered 
Stato  was  that  which  was  governed  least. 
But  for  the  application  of  the  principle  of 
mutual  aid  and  the  principle  of  co-operation 
in  human  relationship,  man  would  have  been 
swept  away  long  ago  by  the  existence  of  the 
unrestricted  struggle  for  survival.  The  theory 
of  competition  for  the  development  of  society 
had  been  thrown  aside  many  years  ago. 

In  connection  with  the  school  a very  suc- 
cessful public  meeting  and  concert  took  place 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  on  Saturdaj-  evening, 
when  Mr.  Bramley  gave  an  address. 

In  the  course  of  bis  renurks  the  chairman 
extended  a welcome  to  students  -who  had  come 
from  long  distances.  The  colleges  there,  he 
said,  were  originally  for  the  use  of  poor  students 
but  the  rich  had  captured  the  control,  and  it 
was  only  by  the  will  of  the  workers  that  they 
would  be  able  to  get  their  gifted  sons  and 
daughters  through  the  university. 

Army  of  Unemployed. 

Mr.  Bramley  said  many  would  agree  that 
tho  advantages  of  the  late  war  were  not 
proportionate  to  its  losses.  They  had  a 
standing  army  of  over  2,000,000  able-bodied 
workers,  willing  to  utilise  their  physical  and 
mental  capacities  in  the  production  of  anything 
required  from  raw  material.  Behind  them 
was  ah  army  of  4,000,000  women  and  children. 
Worse  than  the  poverty  connected  with  un- 
employment was  its  degrading  mental  effect. 
Then  they  had  the  vast  army  of  those  who 
had  to  seek  out-relief.  A sum  of  £82,000,000 
had  been  spent  in  unemployment  benefit, 
£40,000,000  in  out-relief,  and  £02,000,000  in 
benefits  to  unemployed  ex-servicemen.  The 
workers  from  April  1st,  1919,  to  July  15th, 
1922,  had  been  called  upon  to  contribute  the 
sum  of  over  £22,000,000  out  of  their  wages. 
The  cost  of  Poor-Law  relief  represented  a call 
upon  civic  finances  of  £65,000,000.  These 
figures  represented  the  failure  of  capital  to 
utilise  the  material  at  their  disposal. 

An  entertaining  musical  programme  was 
given  by  several  talented  artistes. 

Democratic  Control. 

Mr.  Bramley  delivered  his  second  leoture, 
entitled  “ Education  and  Industrial  Demo- 
cracy,” on  Sunday  morning.  Mn  H.  A. 
Burton  (secretary  of  the  education  department 
of  the  Cambridge  Society)  presided. 

Speaking  of  the  mental  attitude  that  had 
developed  in  the  minds  of  the  workers  in  the 
past  few  years,  Mr.  Bramley  said  the  trade 
unions,  apart  from  their  economic  purposes, 
had  a tremendous  influence  on  tho  minds  of  the 
members  from  a purely  educational  or  intel- 
lectual point  of  view.  Under  tho  trade  union 
banner  they  had  a very  large  number  of 
workers  who  were  brought  into  contact  with 
educational  influences.  Tho  co-operative 
movement  had  a similar  educational  in- 
fluence among  tho  workers.  They  had  to-day 
a mental  condition  among  the  workers,  or  a 
substantial  percentage  of  the  workers  which 
had  a direct  relationship  to  their  present 
economic  ordor  and  the  problem  of  industrial 


control.  A very  large  number  of  workmen 
wero  now  devoting  their  attention  to  tho  im- 
portant relationship  of  themselves  to  their 
industry  from  the  point  pf  view  of  democratic 
control. 

Referring  to  the  Near  Eastern  crisis  at  his 
Sunday  evening’s  lecture,  Mr.  Bramley  said 
this  was  not  a party  question,  and  all  sections 
of  the  community  should  demand  from  the 
Government  due  respect  for  the  terms  of  the 
Peace  Treaty  and  the  paramount  importance 
of  settling  the  Near  Eastern  question  by  the 
method  of  conference  in  which  all  nations 
should  take  part,  whether  directly  or 
indirectly  affected  by  the  dispute.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Bramley  went  on  to  emphasise  ithe  inter- 
dependence of  nations  and  the  necessity  for 
the  re-establishment  of  international  trade 
to  help  to  givo  the  people  of  this  country  work. 
He  thought  they  would  all  agree  that  the  Peace 
Treaty  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  econo- 
mic needs  of  the  country.  Any  treaty  con- 
taining economic  clauses  which  tended  to 
develop  a state  of  international  uncertaint}-, 
of  international  antagonism,  was  quite  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  national  and  inter- 
national co-operation  for  which  those  present 
stood. 

After  each  lecture  Mr.  Bramley  was  cahed 
upon-  to  answer  a good  many  questions,  and 
discussions  were  freely  taken  part  in. 


A SPECIAL  ATTRACTION. 

An  unusual  attractiveness  is  added  to  the 
educational  conference  lo  be  held  at  the 
C.W.S.  Assembly  Hall,  Leman-street,  E.,  to-day 
(Saturday),  by  the  promise  of  speeches  from 
Sir  Arthur  Dyko  Acland,  ail  ex-Minister  of 
Education,  and  honorary  member  of  the 
Central  Board,  M.  Amine  Youssef  Bey,  the 
pioneer  of  co-operation  in  Egypt,  and  Mr.  A. 
V.  Alexander  (secretary  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee).  To  permit  time  for  these  gentle- 
men to  speak  the  conference  has  been  fixed 
to  commence  at  2-30  instead  of  at  3 p.m.,  as 
previously  arranged. 


ONE-DAY  SCHOOL  AT 

BRIGHTON. 

MANAGEMENT  AND  PROPAGANDA. 


On  Saturday  a One-Day  School  was  'held 
in  the  Circus-street  School,  Brighton.  Mr. 
R.  Hibberd  (sectional  secretary)  gave  two 
lectures— at  3-30  p.m.  on  " Management,” 
and  at  7 p.m.  on  “ Propaganda.”'  The  at- 
tendance numbered  about  seventy,  including 
members  of  the  management,  educational, 
and  guild  committees,  and  trade  unionists. 

In  the  lecture  on  “ Management,”  Mr. 
Hibhcvrd  treated  the  subje  t,  <>.i  bnmd  linos, 
insisting  that  the  management  rested  not 
only  on  the  committee,  but  that  every  sec- 
tion of  tho  society  and  every  individual  con- 
cerned as  member  or  as  employee,  each  and 
all  had  particular  duties  to  facilitate  man- 
agement. It  was  the  duty  of  one  committee 
not  to  interfere  with  the  work  of  another 
committee.  As  a consequence  of  treating 
the  subject  on  these'  lines,  there  resulted  a 
large  number  of  questions,  great  interest 
being  evoked.  Mr.  Hibberd  was  particu- 
larly successful  with  his  replies,  attained  by 
the  humour  infused  in  some  of  them. 

The  lecture  on  11  Propaganda”  was  some- 
what on  the  lines  of  the  one  given  at-  Penge 
on  September  30th,  a report  of  which  ap- 
peared in  last  week’s  isstie  of  the  ” Co- 
operative News,”  -but  with  various  nltera- 
tons  necessitated  by  t4ie  different  problems 
arising  in  provincial  societies,  as  compared 
with  London  societies.  This  again  was  a 
great  success.-  The  'Brighton  Society  arc  to 
be  congratulated  up~n  having  promoted  one 
of  the  most  useful  conferences  that  has 
been  held  under  their  auspices. 


The  Cricklewood  and  West  Hampstead 
Entertainments  Committee  of  the  North- 
West  London  Society  held  their  opening 
whist  drive  and  fancy  dress  dance  on  Satur- 
day, October  7tli,  at  Childs  Hill  Schools. 
Over  400  people  were  present,  and  some 
very  attractive  fancy  dresses  were  worn. 
Mr.  Thorp  (secretary)  and  Mr.  Jackson 
(general  manager)  were  the  judges  for  the 
best  fnney  dresses,  for  which  seven  prized 
were  given,  including  three  prizes  for 
C.W.S.  dresses.'  The  dancing  hnll  was 
packed,  and,  under  the  charge  of  Mr, 
Leggett,  a very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
Over  120  neoph  played  wi  i t.  n dor  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Baldwin.  Mr.  Gordon  (pre- 
sident of  tho  society)  presented  prizes  for 
whist  and  fnncV' drosses,  and  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  a fe\7  suitable  words  in 
both  halls. 


SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS 

- Councillors  H.  Wooldridge  and  Jas  u 
ley  are  to  be  nominated  for  re-election  on  th 
Reading  Town  Council.  Councillor  -\\ 
dridge  is  the  popular  president  bf  tho 
Society,  and  a prominent  worker  in  tho  \\  p f 
ancl  trade  union  movements,  whilst  Cooncili 
Beckley  is  a member  of  the  Reading  Societ 
management  9ommittee,  and  a keen  xvork-  r 
the  propaganda  side. 

The  Reading  Society’s  bakery  and  prodoe. 
live  works  last  year  supplied  over  1,000  ired 
ding,  gold  and  silver  wedding,  birthday  ^ 
christening  cakes.  In  the  modern-equipped 
model  bakery  150  employees  are  enga  >cd. 

The  Oxford  district  committee  propose  hold- 
ing  district  conferences  at  Reading,  Oxford, 
and  Maidenhead.  Mr.  Smith  (Maidenhead) 
has  been  appointed  chairman  for  the  year. 

The  Norwich  Society  are  providing  & 
department  for  the  sale  of  confectionery  in  St, 
Stephen’s-street.  The  alterations  of  (be 
premises  have  been  entrusted  to  the  society’s 
building  department. 

Mr.  J.  Keen  (South  Suburban  Society’s 
management  coirtmittee)  is  conducting  a claa 
at  Bromley,  on  Tuesdays,  on  “ The  Welfare  of 
the  Group.”  Mr.  W.  Stewart  (educational 
secretary)  is  taking  a class  in  “ Co-operation” 
at  the  Pengo  Co-operative  Hall,  on  Tuesday 
afternoons.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

At  the  meeting  of  the  National  Men's 
Guild  at  Shoruells,  on  Oct  -her  2 1 * t , Mr. 
W.  C.  Potter  is  to  be  presented  with  a gold 
watch,  in  recognition  of  his  services  to  the 
Guild  as  joint  lion,  secretary-. 

At  a conference  convened  by  the  manage- 
ment committee  of  th©  North-West  London 
Society,  and  attended  by  forty-one  delegates 
representing  twenty  organisations  of  the 
society,  it  was  decided  to  form  an  athletic 
association  for  employees,  mem'  rs  of  the 
society,,  and  their  families.  Mr.  J.  \V. 
Gordon  (president  of  the  society)  oc; upjjd 
the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  R.  Thorp  (sec- 
retary) and  Mr.  Jackson  (general  manager). 
Air.  it.  N.  Barber  outlined  a k • ■ ■ bs-J 
half  of  the  Cricklewood  and  West  Hamp- 
stead Entertainments  Committee,  which 
was  discussed  and  referred  to  a committee 
for  consideration.  Mr.  J.  W.  Gordon  was 
elected  president,  and  Mr.  C.  Baldwin  lion, 
general  secretary-  of  the  association. 

The  London  Society’s  educational  commit- 
tee have  arranged  a programme  of  one-day 
schools  at  Warmington  House.  Tottenham, 
commencing  on  October  21st,  when  Mr. 
Page  Arnott  will  speak  on  11  World  Trade, 
Co-operative  and  Capitalist.” 

“ Nutrix  ” demonstrations  are  being 
given  this  month  at  th©  London  Society! 
branches  by  Nurse  Hobbs. 

Arrangements  have  been  concluded  for 
the  delivery  of  a series  of  sixteen  leciuw5 
on  “ Industrial  History"  by  Mr.  B- 
(educational  secretary  of  the  Enfrelu/rug4‘ 
way  Society),  under  the  joint  auspice-  « 
the  Enfield  Highway  co-operative  educa- 
tional committee  and  the  Enfield  Trades  a 
Labour  Council.  The  addresses  "iU  _ 
given  in  the  Trades  Council  Rooms.  > 
Silver-street,  Enfield,  on  Thursday  c,| 
ings,  at  7-45  p.m.,  commencing  wven  , 
2nd  next.  Admission  to  all  lectures  \v" 
free,  and  questions  and  discussion  wi 
invited.  , , , 

Godaiming  Society  seems  to  be  f"^ 
alive  to  the  need  of  co-operative  g111 
tion  if  real  progress  is  to  be  made, 
splendid  winter’s  programme  has  been  g 
up  by  the  educational  committee  am ■ 
secretary  (Mr.  M'Kny),  and  they  d06 
the  full  support  of  every  local  1 iJ 
'Die  session  was  opened  on  Weune  / 

Inst  week,  when  Mr.  S.  Rees  <Co-«>pen 
Party)  delivered  a spirited  address  ^ 
need  of  co-operation  in  the  business,  ^ 
rational  and  parliamentary  dues 
movement,  which  was  very  mticJi  li 
dated.  . ♦ . 

Mr.  S.  iff,  (Co-opcntiw  > 

addressed  the  Peekham  Men  s Gm  _ 
Tuesday,  October  3rd  on  the  need  01  tja, 
liamentary  action  by  the  f°-oper 
movement  and  the  loyalty  of  every  s 
to  its  vote  at  the  Swansea  (-°'J 
live  Congress.  As  was  to  be  ^ 
from  an  educational  body,  Mr.  n . . G 
kept  going  pretty  well  for  «\™?.  ”sioD. 
questions,  followed  by  a splendid  <'1S 

The  educational  committee  of  thj-  j^'n) 
Society  nr.ithe  secretary  (Mr  150  n uiejf 
are  to  be  heartily  congratulated  ^ 
syllabus  of  popular  1< •eturos  for  "lL',  ,|jon 
winter.  The  first  of  the  senes  w voCal 
Saturday  evening,  when  a hign-«  vjjed 
and  instrumental  programme  was  i ,urer 
by  Mr.  A.  Russell  (Grays).  ,£rtv)  bis 
was  Mr.  S.  Rees  (Co-operative ' Ban  / , 

l ii  m..  w-Ll-  nf  the  u*. 


WilS  4111  . O.  1WB3  (VU-uiro.—- 

subject  being  “ The  Work  of  tli 
and  Local  Co-operative  Parties.  rath* 
fore  the  time  to  commence  the  \ v 0f  tl>® 
Hall  was  overcrowded.  The  PreS1  i-j  tb« 
society  (Mr.  E.  C.  Ramsay)  occupy 
chair. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Chapter  VII. 

The  return  of  Oldroyd  to  Parliament  by 
a narrow  majority  was  an  event  that  left 
a large  number  of  people  dumb  with 
astonishment.  To  the  last  they  believed 
such  a catastrophe  was  impossible.  As  their 
vocal  powers  returned,  there  was  much 
lamentation  and  shaking  of  heads  and  dis- 
mal prophecy;  which  lasted  long  after  tire 
wild  jubilation  of  the  victors  had  died  away. 
The  latter  were  confident  and  content.  The 
forces  which  had  achieved  so  remarkable  a 
success  were  growing,  and  likely  to  express 
themselves  still  more  emphatically  in  the 
future. 

One  thing  at  least  seemed  pertain,  the 
new  member  would  find  his  time  too  fully 
occupied  to  take  up  any  further  responsi- 
bilities. Those  who  thought  so  little  knew 
the  man  or  the  motives  which  were  moving 
him  steadily  towards  a definite  end. 

To  the  west  of  Moorwood  Hall,  almost 
touching  the  estate  at  one  extremity,  was 
another,  not  unlike  it  in  character.  It 
had  belonged  to  the  Stelfars,  a family  with  a 
pedigree  longer  than  the  Ollershaws.  In 
what  manner  they  had  exterminated  them- 
selves does  not  concern  this  story.  The  last 
of  them  died,  leaving  Stelfar  Towers  and 
the  rest  of  his  property  tottering  beneath  a 
load  of  debt  that  no  financial  juggling  could 
modify.  Hence  it  was  for  sale. 

Within  a month  of  the  election  Oldroyd 
had  completed  the  purchase  of  this  estate 
without  making  the  fact  public.  He.  then 
wrote  a note  to  Paul  Till,  requesting  him  to 
call.  The  market  gardener,  who  had  looked 
upon  Oldroyd' s promise  as  a bid  for  a vote, 
lost  no  time  in  complying. 

“Ha!”  said  the  new  M.P.  “Yon  are 
Mr.  Till.  1 mentioned  to  your  wife  that  I 
might  be  able  to  offer  you  a situation.” 

“So  I understand,”  said  Till.  “It  was 
very  good  of  you,  Mr.  Oldroyd.” 

“'Do  you  know  the  Stelfar  property?” 
Oldroyd  asked.  . - 

“ Very  well  indeed,”  Till  replied.  “ My 
father's  farm  was  part  of -it.” 

“Then  listen  to  me,"  said  Oldroyd.  “I 
am  in  a position  to  offer  you  the  manage- 
ment, but  there  are  two  tilings  you  must 
understand  clearly.  If  you  are  not  qualified 
and  capable  you  will  not  be  kept.  Also,  you 
must  not  mention  my  name  in  any  shape  or 
form  in  connection  with  the  business.  You 
must  take  hold  of  the  estate  and  put  it  on 
its  feet.  The  park  requires  attention,  too. 

It  looks  dilapidated  and  neglected.  You 
will  have  a house  on  the  spot,  rent  free,  and 
a salary  of  £150  a year.  Is  that  satisfac- 
tory?” 

“Quite,”  Till  answered.  “If  it’s  agree- 
able to  you.  sir.  I would  like  to  go  over  the 
place,  and  find  out  exactly  what  is  wanted 
and  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost.” 

“That’s  business.  I)o  it  at  once,”  Old- 
royd answered.  “ Your  salary  starts  to-day, 
and  the  house  is  at  your  disposal.  It’s  called 
‘The  Cottage.'  ” 

“I  know  it,”  said  Till,  and  retired,  feel- 
ing very  much  elated  and  not  a little 
puzzled.  The  prospect  of  a comfortable 
position,  carrying  with  it  some  authority, 
was  pleasing.  That  he  could'  give  satisfac- 
tion lie  had  no  doubt.  He  had  spent  bis 
life  on  the  land,  and  knew  this  particular 
patch  intimately;  but  lie  could  not  under- 
stand why  Oldroyd  had  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  offer  him  the  post.  He  had  no  claim 
upon  him,  beyond  having  married  the  widow 
of  one  of  his  workmen.  It  was  as  hard  to 
understand  as  the  money  he  had  given  her 
years  before. 

Dose,  when  she'  heard  the  news,  was  too 
. delighted  to  trouble  about  motives.  She 
saw  tlie  practical  and  material  advantages 
which  would  follow,  and  set  out  in  hot  haste 
to  visit  the  house.  It  stood  on  the  edge  of 
tie  estate,  in  a fairly  large  garden.  After 
examining  it  thoroughly,  and  making 
arrangements  for  having  it  cleaned,  she 
lusisted  upon  spending  what  capital  they 
- Possessed  in  buying  new  furniture. 

“ We’d  better  get  in  first,”  said  Till,  who 
was  u cautious  man,  “ and  then  buy  what 
U’<Mvant  a hit  at  a time.” 

‘Don’t  talk  nonsense,”  Rose  answered 
tartly.  ••  You  are  going  to  be  somebody. 
Die  tenants  will  be  calling  upon  you.  What 
uould  our  furniture  look  like  in  that  seven- 
roomed  house?  We  must  rise  to  the  occa- 
?10,i.  show  that  we’re  not  out  of  place.  What 
,s  there  to  prevent  it?  With  tliree  pounds 
*l  week  and  no  rent  to  pay,  we  can  soon 
*a)J®  the  cost.” 

fill,  seeing  that  she  was  in  earnest,  wisely 
8a'’e  way.  Rose  was  a level-headed,  capable 
Oman  who  seldom  mnde  mistakes  in 
uoiuestic  affairs.  So  they  moved  into  the 
house,  accompanied  by  an  imposing 
’lection  of  household  goods,  and  settled 
°Wn  on  a higher  social  level  than  they  had 
expected  to  reach. 

*,ounk  Purchase,  now  a lad  of  eleven,  felt 
nt, , .nl>|)recinted  the  difference  keenly.  His 
Jer  K j r'8  ''lea  n,a^'nK  him  into  a law- 
f liad  boom  a vague  ambition ; now  it 
41. J f10  a possibility.  He  was  taken  from 
’ocal  day  school,  connected  with  the 


church,  and  sent  to  a grammar  school  in  a 
neighbouring  town,  going  and  returning  by 
tram  each  day.  He  fouud  himself  among 
boys  of  a new  type,  better  dressed,  better 
spoken,  obviously  better  off.  Being  endowed 
with  a good  physique  and  a full  measure 
of  intelligence,  he  held  his  own  with  them 
both  in  class  and  playground.  Indeed,  there 
was  nothing  to  mark  him  out  from  those  of 
his  own  age  when  he  had  been  there  a 
month,  and  we  may  leave  him  quite  safely 
to  develop  strength  and  character  in  an 
environment  as  helpful  as  it  was  congenial. 

Having  obtained  the  estate  and  provided 
for  its  immediate  future,  Oldroyd  took  an- 
other and  mere  important  step  towards  the 
end  he  had  in  view.  The  branch  bnnk  he 
dealt  with  was  one  of  many  owned  by  a 
powerful  company.  Experience  had  taught 
him  that  money  is  a powerful  and  far-reach- 
ing force,  which  the  banking  system  used 
with  scientific  precision  and  far-reaching 
effects,  though  tno  gold  held  in  reserve  was 
very  small. 

Obviously  it  was  profitable.  That  alone 
was  sufficient  to  attract  him ; but  there  was 
something  beyond  it.  He  had  learned  on 
indisputable  authority  that  the  bank  with 
which  the  Ollershaws  dealt  was  pressing 
them  very  firmly  to  reduce  a heavy  over- 
draft. Also  that  considerable  difficulty  was 
experienced  by  their  solicitor  in  renewing 
mortgages  on  equal  terms. 

What  happened  at  Moorwood  Hall  after 
his  adventure  with  Miss  Ollershaw  he  could 
only  guess.  Captain  Hunterton  had  left 
them  the  day  following  the  election,  and 
had  not  sinoe  returned.  That  did  not  look 
like  the  conduct  of  an  accepted  suitor.  Only 
once  since  then  had  Oldroyd  met  the  family. 
It  was  at  a function  in  aid  of  charity.  On 
that  occasion  Sir  Francis  and  Lady  Oller- 
shaw had  recognised  him  with  the  dignified 
politeness  they  extended  to  everyone;  but 
their  daughter  had  come  forward  without 
hesitation  and  shaken  hands  with  him. 

“ I must  congratulate  you,”  she  said, 
“ though  I consider  myself  among  the 
casualties.  Thanks  to  you,  my  wounds  are 
not  physical  ones.” 

“ You  are  a generous  opponent,”  lie 
answered,  giving  her  a smile  that  rarely 
came  to  his  lips.  “I  shall  recollect  your 
congratulations  after  the  others®  are  for- 
gotten.” 

Her  black  eyes  gazed  into  his  for  a 
moment,  then  she  bowed  and  passed,  look- 
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ing,  he  thought,  more  beautiful  and  graceful 
than  ever,  and  utterly  indifferent,  appa- 
rently, to  his  words.  Her  very  coldness 
quickened  his  pulse  and  strengthened  his 
purpose,  though  he  knew  she  was  embedded 
in  a solid  rock  of  social  laws,  out  of  which 
she  would  have  to  be  cut,  like  a precious 
gem,  and  there  was  no  time  to  waste. 

Going  to  the  bank  one  day,  he  asked  to 
see  the  manager.  His  name  was  Hallet,  a 
cool,  alert,  cautious  person  who  had  started 
work  as  a messenger  boy  and  raised  himself 
by  sheer  merit.  * 

*“  Well,”  said  Oldroyd,  us  soon  as  he  was 
comfortably  seated,  “ what  news  have 
you?” 

“ About  the  Ollershaws?”  asked  Hallet. 
“ Well,  the  position  is  worse  than  you 
thought.  Their  bankers  are  not  only  press- 
ing them  to  reduce  a very  stiff  deficit,  they 
have  threatened  to  sell  securities  if  the  de- 
mand is  not  complied  with.  An  old-fashioned 
bank,  dealing -with  county  families,  does  not 
do  that  unless  things  are  shaky.” 

“ Mere  conjecture?”  Oldroyd  remarked. 

“ Not  entirely,”  Hallet  replied.  “ Call  it 
deduction.  I happen  to  know  that  two  of 
their  heaviest  mortgages  fell  in  this  year, 
and  their  solicitor  cannot  get  them  renewed 
at  all.” 

“ Assuming  that  you  are  right,  what  will 
happen?”  Oldroyd  inquired. 

“They'll  get  out  of  it,”  Hallet  declared. 
“ There  are  parts  of  the  estate  not  mort- 
gaged ; not  much,  but  sufficient  to  raise 
money  for  the  purpose.  It  will  be  another 
halo  on  the  camel’s  back,  of  course,  and 
about  the  last  it  can  bear.” 

Oldroyd  sat  silent  for  a couple  of  minutes. 
His  eyes  seemed  to  lie  looking  inward. 
Hallet*  watched  him  furtively,  wondering 
what  moved  him  to  pry  through  the  Oller- 
shaws’ keyhole. 

“ They  have  another  asset,”  Oldroyd  said 
at  last.*  “The  daughter  is  sufficiently  at- 
tractive to  make  a good  match,-  one*  that 
would  lift  them  out  of  the  mess  they  are 

“ Nob  at  all  unlikely,”  Hallet  agreed. 
“ They  may  be  building  on  it.  But  she  is 
not  a bankers’  security.  She  might  die,  or 
meet  with  an  accident,  or  discover  that  she 
is  a woman.” 

*•  A woman!,"  Oldroyd  exclaimed.  “ Wlnit 
do  you  mean?’.’ 

“Just  this,”  said  Hallet.  “She .-.is  at 


present  a chattel  waiting  for  the  highest 
bidder.  Probably  she  accepts  the  prospect 
complacently.  She  has  been  taught  to  that 
end;  but  women  sometimes  fall  in  love — 
even  her  .sort — and  if  it  should  ever  happen, 
she  ll  get  it  badly.  I've  seen  her.  The 
light  in  those  black  eyes  of  hers  comes  from 
a smouldering  volcano.” 

“ You  may  bo  right,”  Oldroyd  admitted. 
“ But  you  are  wandering  into  abtruse 
speculations.  Suppose  we  go  back  to  prac- 
tical affairs.  Are  your  nerves  in  good 
order  ?” 

“ I believe  so,”  said  Hallet,  smiling. 
“ Why?” 

" You  are  receiving  five  hundred  a year 
salary,”  Oldroyd  commented,  “ with  an 
annual  rise  of  twenty-five?” 

“That  is  so,”  Hallet  admitted. 

“ Would  you  take  on  the  management 
of  a new  bank  at  seven-hundred-and-fifty  a 
year,  with  a fifty  pounds  rise?”  Oldroyd 
inquired. 

“A  new  hank!”  Hallet  exclaimed. 
“ Where?  When?  I’ve  heard  nothing 
about  it." 

“It  will  be  called  the  Ransley  and  Dis- 
trict Banking  Company,”  Oldroyd  replied. 
“ It  will  have  ample  capital,  and  the  bulk  of 
shares  will  be  held  by  the  best  men  in  the 
district.  Their  accounts  alone,  with  those 
they  can  influence,  will  put  the  concern  on 
a firm  footing  from  the  start.  That  large 
stone  building  aoross  the  street  there  will 
be  its  home.  It  is  nearly  ready;  so  are  we.” 
“ 1 need  not  ask  if  you  are  in  it,”  said 
Hallet,  after  a pause.  “ No  one  else  could 
have  brought  it  so  far  and  kept  it  dark.” 

“ I shall  hold  a controlling  share,  and  be 
the  managing  director,”  Oldroyd  answered. 
“ You  know  me.  What  do  you  say?” 

Hallet  picked  up  a lead  pencil  and  tapped 
his  teeth  with  it.  “ It's  a tempting  offer.” 
lie  said  presently.  “ But  Tin  in  a safe  berth, 
with  a chance  of  being  shifted  to  a larger 
branch.  I must  think  it  over.” 

“ Do,"  said  Oldroyd,  “ and  keep  this  in 
mind.  I’ve  never  made  so  sure  of  any- 
thing before  as  I’ve  made  sure  of  the  success 
of  this  venture.  It’s  a big  thing,  and  I’ve 
moved  cautiously.  You  can  take  it  from  me 
that  if  you  stop  here,  you’ll  feel  a draught 
when  our  doors  open.” 

Hallet  tapped  his  teeth  again.  It  was  a 
habit  he  had  when  dealing  with  difficulties. 
At  the  end  of  two  minutes  he  put  the  pencil 
down  on  the  polished  table  with  a decisive 
click. 

“ I’ll  take  it,”  lie  said.  “I  am  going  to 
stand  on  your  judgment.  We’ll  call  that 
settled.  As  soon  as  the  agreement’s  signed 
I’ll  hand  in  a quarter’s  notice.” 

“ You  shall  have  it  in  a few  days,”  Old- 
royd promised.  “ You  know  Sir  Francis 
Ollershaw's  solicitors,  I suppose?” 

“ Quite  well,”  said  Hallet.  “The  senior 
partner  is  a particular  friend  of  mine.” 

“ Approach  him,”  Oldroyd  advised;  “ and 
tell  him  in  confidence  that  you’re  taking  the 
berth.  Also  that  the  bank  is  out  for  busi- 
ness, and  might  be  inclined  to  deal  with  the 
baronet's  account  on  easy  lines.  We  must 
get  hold  of  it.” 

Hallet  looked  puzzled.  “ Is  it  advisable,” 
he  asked,  “ after  what  I've  told  you?” 

“ Very  advisable,”  was  the  cool  answer. 
“ It  will  give  us  a start  with  the  county 
people  and  create  a certain  amount  of  confi- 
dence.” 

“ It  would  lie  quite  easy  to  obtain  it,” 
Hallet  asserted.  “But  it  is  not  the  kind 
of  business  we  ought  to  cultivate.  If  it 
became  troublesome,  the  directors  might  be 
more  than  candid  about  it.” 

“ You  need  not  worry  about  that,”  Old- 
royd assured  him.  “I  lake  full  responsi- 
bility.” 

“ Then  I have  nothing  more  to  say,” 
Hallet  commented,  “except  that  it  will  be 
one  of  the  first  accounts  we  open.” 

Oldroyd  nodded  and  went  out,  highly 
pleased  with  the  result  of  his  visit.  He  had 
obtained  the  man  he  wanted,  and  instructed 
him  to  set  in  sight  of  one  particular  bird  a 
snare  that  would  look  like  a haven  of 
refuge. 

Thus  it  came  about  that  Ransley  pos- 
sessed a local  bank,  with  William  Oldroyd, 
Esq.,  M.P.,  as  managing  director,  supported 
by  some  of  the  wealthiest  manufacturers  in 
the  district.  The  town  accepted  the  fact 
quietly.  It  had  firm  faith  in  Oldroyd’s 
ability  and  wealth:  He  was  a modern  Midas 
who  turned  things  into  gold.  What  was 
moro  to  their  liking,  his  bank  let  out  money 
on  less  stringent  lines  than  the  old  ones — 
to  safe  customers,  and  they  flocked  to 
support  hint. 

Hallet  kept  his  word  about  the  Oller- 
sliaw’s  account.  Its  transfer  was  arranged 
before  the  premises  opened,  and  the  terms 
were  so  easy  that  the  family  looked  ui>on 
the  new  concern  as  sometliing  approaching  a 
direct  intervention  of  Providence.  Instead 
of  being  told,  very  firmly,  to  reduce  then- 
overdraft,  they  were  permitted  to  increase 
it  without  check.  All  kinds  of  arrears  were 
paid  off.  including  some  "heavy  debts  stand- 
ing to  the  name  of  Captain  Ollershaw  of  the 
Hcise  Guards,  their  one  son.  whose  extra- 
vagance was  limited  only  by  the  measure  of 
his  credit.  The  inflow  of  money  was  like  a 
wave  of  pure  air  in  a vitiated  atmosphere. 
They  breathed  deeply. 

Oldrovd  watched  the  process  with  an  in- 
scrutable face.  Twice  since  the  bank  opened 
lie  had  met  Miss  Ollershaw.  Once  she 
bowed  to  him  from  a carriage.  Once  she 
stopped  to  speak  to  him  in  the  sDoot  n.s  she 
emerged  from  a shop.  It  was  only  for  a 
minute,  but  her  manner  was  more  free,  less 
constrained  than  before,  yet  there  lurked 
within  it  still  the  unconscious  pose  of  one 
who  confers  a favour. 

Now  and  then  as  the  months  slipped  by 
he  drove  over  the  Stelfar  Estate.  Under 
Paul  Till’s  management  it  had  improved. 
Now  that  the  money  was  forthcoming  for 
necessary  alterations,  farms  that  had  stood 
cifiptv  were  being  taken  or  absorbed  intq 
existing  holdings.  The  piuk  surrounding 


The  Towers  lost  its  look  of  neglect  and 
dilapidation.  The  boundary  wall,  the  drive, 
the  lawn,  the  flower-beds,  the  green- 
houses displayed  the  effects  of  skilful  super- 
vision, but  he  spent  no  money  ou  the  ancient 
house  itself.  A housekeeper  and  a e.up'e 
of  servants  kept  down  the  cobwebs  and  dust, 
but  they  slept  in  the  midst  of  a wilderness 
of  rooms  from  which  all  that  was  valunblo 
had  long  sinco  been  stripped,  and  their 
dreams  were  not  disturbed  by  the  rattling 
of  chains  in  the  stables. 

A little  over  a year  after  the  opening  of 
the  bank,  Oldroyd  received  a note  from 
Hallet  asking  him  to  call  at  cue?  cn  a matter 
ol  importance.  He  found  the  manager 
looking  very  serious. 

“ I am  sorry  to  trouble  you,”  he  said. 
“But  the  Ollershaws  have  increased  their 
overdraft  by  two  thousand  within  the  Inst 
fortnight,  and  there  is  a cheque  for  £760 
in  to-day.  Am  I to  go  cn  meeting  thess 
demands  without  a single  remonstrance  or 
intimation?” 

“Certainly,”  said  Oldroyd.  “I  thought  I 
had  made  that  clear.” 

Hallet  frowned.  “ Am  I to  understand 
that  there  is  no  limit?”  lie  asked. 

None.”  said  Oldroyd  coolly.  Until  J 
say  stop.” 

Hallet. gave  his  shoulders  an  expressive 
heave.  “ As  you  please,”  he  said.  “ But 
I wish  to  point  out  that  it  is  not  usual  to 
let  overdrafts  grow  in  this  fashion  without 
a word  of  warning  or  some  defiuite  arrange- 
ment. Two  of  the  directors  are  uneasy  about 
it.  They  have  beeu  questioning  me,  and  it 
is  very  difficult  to  defend  our  policy.” 

“ Why  attempt?”  Oldroyd  inquired.' 
“ Refer  them  to  me.” 

“Very  well,"  said  Hallet  resignedly. 
“ So  led'g  as  I am  not  responsible,  T don’t 
mind.  You  know  how  deeply  they’re  in  it 
already.  The  security  wo  hold  is  meagre, 
almost  paltry  in  comparison.” 

’“Meet  the  cheque,”  Oldroyd  answered. 
“ Also  any  others  that  come  through.  We 
are  not  in  danger.  People  like  the  Oller- 
shaws can  reach  out  and  touch  a let  ol 
resources  in  a crisis.  Rather  than  be 
smashed  they’d  sell  every  acre  net  mort- 
gaged, and  nut  one  on  the  Hall  itself.  Coax 
them  on,  Hallet,  coax  them  on.  Meet 
everything  that  comes-,  smile  at  it.  I’m 
watching  the  account,  if  it  reaches  the 
dancer  zone.  I’ll  tell  you.” 

When  he  had  gone,  Hallet  sat  for  a long 
time  staring  at  a grotesque  paper  weight 
which  had  been  brought  from  Japan. 

“ I don't  grasp  it,”  lie  thought.  “ Every 
other  account  is  kept  well  in  hand.  This 
one  runs  loose.  He  doesn't  visit  them. 
Politically  they’re  opposite.  Different 
breed,  different  class.  What  the  deuce  is 
there  behind  it?  If  we  called  on  them  tc 
settlp  it  would  he  an  earthquake.  They’d 
wriggle  out  of  the  ruins  alive,  and  that’s 
about  nil.” 

[to  be  continued.] 


POLITICAL  PROGRESS. 

WORK  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
PARTY. 

Having  regard  to  the  acute  depression  in 
ail  parts  of  the  country  and  the  trying 
period  through  which  many  of  the  societies 
are  passing,  it  was  gratifying  to  know  that 
the  subscriptions  to  the  Co-operative  Party 
are  coming  in  surprisingly  well.  Several 
societies  have  recently  become  affiliated.  A 
marked  feature  of  the  recent  few  months 
has  been  that  in  districts  where  societies 
had  ceased  their  affiliation  with  the  Co- 
operative Party  and  joined  the  La  bom 
Party,  they  have  now  severed  their  affilia- 
tion with  the  Lnbour  Party  and  rejoined 
the  Co-operative  Party.  One  or  two  large 
societies  have  definitely  taken  this  step, 
and  this  evidently,  seems  to  support  the 
view  that  the  co-operative  feeling  is 
strengthening  in  favour  of  building  up  on 
their  own  Co-operative  Party  organisation. 

The  Torquay  Society  have  just  become 
affiliated.  The  Parkstoue  and  Bournemouth 
Society  have  severed  their  connection  with 
the  Labour  Party.  Mr.  S.  Rees  (national 
organiser)  met  the  management  committee 
last  week  with  a view  to  organising  a Co- 
operative Party.  The  Egrcmont  (Cumber- 
land) Society  are  taking  steps  to  form  a 
local  party. 

The  chief  business  before  the  meeting  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Party  last 
week  was  the  revision  of  the  Party  pro- 
gramme which  is  to  be  submitted  to  a meet- 
ing of  the  National  Committee  at  Manches- 
ter on  October  lltli.  At  the  request  of 
many  societies,  the  committee  are  dealing 
with  the  question  of  adult  suffrage,  the  re- 
duction of  the  old-age  pension  limit,  and 
the  abolition  of  the  restrictions  with  regard 
to  the  amount  and  source  of  income, 
foreign  policy,  and  unemployment. 

Pamphlets' are  being  written  dealing  with 
special  items  in  the  programme.  An  ex- 
haustive pnmphlet  dealiug  with  the  Party’s 
work,  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Alfred  Barnes, 
will  lie  issued  by  the  Publications  Committeo 
in  the  next  few  days. 

The  executive  have  arranged  for  a depu- 
tation to  be  received  from  the  Sheffield 
Party  at  the  next  National  Committee 
meeting,  with  respect  to  an  appeal  which 
has  lieen  made  for  an  increased  grant  to 
the  “ Sheffield  Citizen.”  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  250.0 ’0  Co-operative  Party 
newspaper's  are  being  issued  monthly,  and 
distributed  systematically  from  house  to 
bouse  by  voluntary  Co-operative  Party 
workers.  * Papers  are  now  published  in  the 
North  Tottenham,  South-East  Ham,  Ket- 
tering. King’s  Norton,  ^Sparkbrook,  Moss 
Side  (Manchester)*  Stockport,  arid  Sheffield 
Divisiqps.  , 
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1 /COMMITTEES  anxious  to  1 
e|  ^ use  blank  spaces  on  walls,  and  g 
s to  preach  the  message  of  Co-opera-  ; 
1 tion  from  the  hoardings,  should  j| 
| send  to  the  C.W.S.  STATIONERY  | 
1 Department,  Manchester,  for  1 

I 50  Poolers  1 


20  inches  by  30  inches. 

Six  Assorted  Wordings. 

H These  will  be  supplied  at  10s.  6d. 

1 for  fifty,  carriage  paid,  and  every 
Society  should  order  a 
g supply  without 

= • delay. 

liiiiiiHtuiini!iiiiiiiiimiiiiiittinaiiiHj«iUHii|iMitH4mwiHi»u®|^ 


Che  co=operafioe  Ret»s 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News”  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR.”  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  "News”  should  be  addressed  to  "THE  MANAGER,” 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  'when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  ISUILUINGS,  2a,  LONG  MILLCATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. _ _ . 
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□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□I 


THE  quality  line. 

Silver  seal 
margarine 


::  ::  Made  from  the  :: 

FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS, 

Specially  refined.  Churned  with 

RICH  CHESHIRE  MILK. 

Mixed  with  the  maximum 
quantity  of  BEST  BUTTER 
allowed  by  law.  Manufactured 

by  BRITISH  CO-OPERA- 
::  TIVE  LABOUR.  ::  :: 


BETTER  than  Cheap  Butter 
::  ::  of  Inferior  Quality.  :: 


Wfie  diing  of  the 
i Breakfast  Viable 

IS 

THE 

C.W.S.  KIPPER 


LIKE  THE  C.W.S.  GOLDEN  HADDOCK  AS 
CURED  AT  FLEETWOOD. 


EATEN  & ENJOYED  BY  ALL. 

“ WHEATSHEAF  " KIPPERS. 

Retail  in  I -lb.  cartons  nt  8d.  per  lb. 

Managers  of  Stores  should  make  it  easy 
for  their  Members  to  enjoy 

C.W.S.  KIPPERS  AND  HADDOCKS. 


LOYALTY  ALL  ROUND. 

One  of  the  best  features  of  the  C.W.S.  divisional 
meetings  on  Saturday  was  the  vigour  "with  which  dele- 
gates and  directors  tackled  the  question  of  trade. 

Enthusiasm,  was  inspired  by  the  very  hopeful  outlook 
taken  by  the  directors,  based,  perhaps,  on  the  fact  that 
the  balance  sheet  showed  a profit  for  the  half-year,  under 
review.  Some  delegates  made  the  point  that  the  half- 
year  showed  a considerable  loss  on  the  actual  trading 
operations,  the  profit  shown  being  accounted  for  by 
sums  credited  to  the  C.W.S.  in  respect  of  flour. control 
and  excess  profits  duty  overpaid.  These  sums  ought 
to  have  been  paid  before,  and  if  they  bad  been  the 
balance  sheet  for  this  half-year  would  have  shown  a 
loss  in  which  case  the  losses  shown  in  the  half-year 
the  . money  had  actually  been  received  from- the  Govern- 
ment 'would  have  been  less,  so  that  the  C.W.S.  was  per- 
fectly entitled  to  claim  the  profit*  for  this  haff:year;  as 
the  society  is  now  simply,  getting  credit  that  it  ougfit 
to  have  had  before.  That  an  actual  loss’.  would  have 
been  shown  this  time  had  these  sums  been  credited 
before  is  no  doubt  to  be  regretted,  but  there  is  an  enor- 
mous difference  between  even  such  a loss  as  that  and 
the  losses  shown  in  the  two  previous  half-yearly  balance 
sheets.  The  delegates  must  recognise  that. 

Having  said  all  this,  we  are  glad  that  the  directors 
hold  out  prospects  of  very  much  better  times  in  the 
trading  departments.  We  have  reached  the  period 
when  losses  should  be  avoided  altogether.  Some  socie- 
ties, we  know,  attribute  the  loss  of  trade  to  the  manage- 
ment, and  the  management  attributes  the  loss  of  trade 
very  largely  to  disloyalty  on  the  part  of  societies. and 
members  of  societies.  There  is  no  doubt  room  for 
improvement  on  both  sides.  When  we  find  a delegate 
at  one  meeting  declaring  that  his  society  can  only  buy 
25  per  cent,  of  its  goods  from  the  C.W.S.,  and  another 
delegate  declaring  that  his  society  can  buy  98  per  cent., 
there  is  surely  something  out  of  joint  in  the  society 
.which  buys  so  little.  We  have  had  a note  handed’ to 
us  from  the  delegate  who  claimed  that  his  society 
bought  98  per  cent.,  in  which  he  states  that  he  made 
an  error,  and  that  the  percentage  is  80,  but  between  25 
per  cent,  and  80  per  cent,  there  is  a wide  difference. 
These  two  statements  alone  should  lead  committees  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  to  think  seriously  what  their 
policy  has  been,  and  whether  outside  purchases  made 
in  their  name  have  any  warrant. 

The  need  for  trade  within  the  movement  must  some- 
how or  other  be  brought  home  very  pointedly  and  vety 
clearly  to  the  individual  member  of  the  retail  society. 
Last  week  we  printed  an'  article  relating  to  a society 
which  has  gone  on  flourishing  for  a hundred  years,  and 
whose  members'  purchases  average  over  £2  per  head 
per  week.  If  our  4,500,600  members  emulated  these 
Larkhall  working  men  and  women,  the  total  sales  of 
the  distributive  societies  in  the  kingdom  would  reach 
£468,000,000,  whereas  last  year  the  total  for  the  dis- 
tributive societies  in  the  kingdom  only  amounted  to 
£218,000,000.  There  is  in  that  comparison  some  little 
roonr  for  silent  meditation,  and  we  commend  the  point 
to  members  generally. 

Societies  may  say  that  they  supply  members  with 
what  .the  members  ask.  Some  of  them  do,  and  some 
of  them  don’t.  Members  of  societies  frequently  ask 
for  co-operative  productions  which  they  cannot  get, and- 
we  are  told  also  that  co-operative  societies  sometimes 
ask  for  co-operative  productions  which  they  cannot  get 
It  is  not  the  business  of  a co-operative  store  either  to 
advertise  or  to  push,  or  even  to  sell  the  products  of  anti- 
co-operative  firms,  and  it  is  not  the  business  of  C.W.S. 
travellers  to  sell  the  goods  of  private  manufacturers. 
For  these  irregularities  committees  are  to  blame  chiefly. 
If  they  judge  a manager  entirely  by  his  dividend,  or 
if  a traveller  is  judged  only  by  his  total  sales,  there 
is  always  the  possibility  that  both  managers  and  travel- 
lers "will  take  the  line  of  least  resistance  and  supply 
co-operators  with  the  goods  produced  by  those  who 
spend  most  money  in  boosting  their  productions. 

Societies  must  realise  their  responsibilities  to  the 
Wholesales,  and  the  Wholesales  their  responsibilities 
to  the  societies.  Only  by  loyalty  all  round  are  we 
likely  to  realise  the  objects  for  which  the  movement 
was  founded, 

We  share  the  hopes  expressed  at  so  many  of  Saturday’s 
meetings  that  the  half-year  which  is  now  well  on  its 
way  will  at  its  close  show  that  the  movement  in  its 
trading  departments  has  more  than  turned  the  corner, 
and  that  henceforth  we  may  become  accustomed  to 
increases  in  our  membership  and  Trade,  reduction  in 
prices,  arid  last,  blit  not 1 Ietast,  slirplus^s  for  the  'benefit 
of  the  individual  members.  ' ‘ - ■»' 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


MINERS  AND  THEIR  PAY. 

The  conditions  in  which  miners  have  to  live  have  been  allude 
to  many  times  in  the  “ Co-operative  News.”  They  are  now 
receiving  a rate  of  wages  equal  to  about  20  per  cent,  above  tho 
1914  standard.  In  many  parts  of  the  country  the  price  of  coal 
is  from  200  to  300  per  cent,  above  the  1914  price.  The  cost  of 
living  is  about  80  to  100  per  cent,  above  the  1914  cost.  The 
miners  have  done  their  best  with  the  employers  to  secure  a 
further  advance,  but  without  avail.  The  Miners’  Federation 
now  proposes  to  ask  the  Government  to  subsidise  the  coal  indus- 
try to  enable  tho  employers  to  pay  a wage  in  accordance  with 
the  present  cost  of  living.  The  proposal  has  produced  quite  a 
storm  of  indignation  in  the  columns  of  those  papers  habitually 
opposed  to  organised  trade  union  claims  for  higher  rates  of 
wages.  “ Where"  is  the  subsidy  to  come  from  ? ” some  of  the 
writers  ask.  Tho  answer  is  simple.  It  would  have  come 
eventually  from  the  taxpayer,  if  it  had  to  come  originally  from 
.the  Government.  Well  ? The  Government  had  no  compunc- 
tion in  subsidising  the  colliery  owners  and  the  railway  owners ; 
and  the  subsidising  of  the  miners  would  be  as  logical,  and  more 
commendable.  Our  recent  adventures  in  the  East,  of  which  we 
are  not.  yet  clear,  have  already  cost  us  about  twenty  millions. 
That  might  have  been  better  spent  on  the  miners,  for  example. 
We  do  not  enthuse  oyer  the  idea  of  levying  taxes  to  pay  the  wages 
of  men  employed  in  profit-making  industries,  but  if  we  have 
to  pay  taxes  to  make  up  profits,  we  ought  to  have  no  conscien- 
tious objection  to  paying  taxe3  to  bring  wages  up  to  the  scale 
required  to  provide  a decent  standard  of  living.  Besides,  as  a 
contributor  demonstrated  last  week,  the  increased  wages  could 
be  paid  without  tax  and  without  increasing  coal  prices. 

SOME  INTERESTING  INTRIGUES. 

When  Mr.  L|oyd  George  undermined  Mr.  Asquith's  Premier- 
ship in  1916  the  “ Co;operative  News  ” made  pointed  comments 
on  the  whole  intrigue.  The  treatment  then  accorded  to  Mr. 
Asquith  by  his  henchman  was  rather  shameless,  and  our  sym- 
pathy with  the  lato'  Premier  would  have  been  more  warmly 
expressed  but  for  the  fact  that  he,  in  liis  own  day,  had  intrigued 
with  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Haldane,  and  Lord  Rosebery  to  hustle 
Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  out  of  the  leadership  of  the 
Liberal  Party  because  he  . was  lacking  in  imperialist  impulses. 
Mrs.  Asquith’s  new  .volume  of  biographies,  of  which  excerpts 
are  being  published  in  the  “ Sunday  Times,”  shows  that  after 
that  attempt  was  made,  and  failed,  and  when  the  Balfour  admin- 
istration fell,  a very  determined  effort  was  made  to  hustle  C.-B. 
out  of  the  Commons  altogether,  in  order  to  leave  Mr.  Asquith  to 
lead  the  House.  Asquith,  Herbert  Gladstone,  Grey,  Haldane, 
and  even  King  Edward,  brought  all  their  pressure  to  bear  upon 
C.-B.  to  bury  himself  in  the  Lords,  and  Grey  threatened  to  refuse 
the  Foreign  Office  if  C.-B.  did  not  do  as  he  was  told.  Eventu- 
ally, the  whole  business  was  settled,  G.-B.  remained  in  the 
Commons.  Grey  was  written  to  by  Mrs.  Asquith,  and  wrote 
back  to.  her  explaining  his  position.  Herbert  Gladstone,  in  an 
interview  with  her  when  the  Cabinet-making  was  over,  gushed, 

“ You  have  done  nobly  throughout,  Margot  . . .”  after 
which,  according  to  Margot,  “ I burst  into  tears.”  From  which 
latter  disclosures  it  will  be  suspected  that  the  entertaining  Margot 
had  a hand  on  the  wires  that  were  being  pulled. 

REFUSE  THE  BAIT  I 

Quite  recently  we  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  a c -opera- 
tive society  had  loaned  its  windows  to  a private  firm  for  a dis- 
play of  its  productions.  On  Saturday,  at  one  of  the  Wholesale 
Society’s.  meetings,  a delegate  from  a Lancashire  town  stated 
that  his  society  had  done  the  same  thing.  What  would  happen 
if  the  boot  was  oh  tho  other  leg  ? Supposing  one  of  the  firms 
in  question  were  entertaining  visitors,  and  a co-operative  society 
wrote  asking  for  permission  to  hold  an  exhibition  on  its  premises, 
what  sort  of  an  answer  would  it  get  ? Would  it  not  be  that  tho 
firm  was  not  in  any  way  disposed  to  cut  its  own  throat  ? Why,  , 
then,  should  our  societies  go  out  of  their  way  to  display  other 
people’s  goods  ? They  may  draw  a fee  and  supplies  at  reduced 
• prices,  but  surely  they  don’t  think  that  private  manufacturers 
will  get  nothing  in  return  ? 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

THE  MUDANIA  ARMISTICE. 

Since  it  was  suggested  in  the  “ News  ” a fortnight  ago  that 
tho  Ministers'  responsible  for  exposing  us  to  the  war  danger 
should  bo  impeached  the  idea  has  become  popular.  A writer 
in  the  “ Daily  News  ” on  the  Saturday  following  suggested  that 
they  should  be  put  on’ trial;  tho  “ Nation,”  on  the  same  day, 
said  that  the  consequences  of  any  incident  leading  to  war  must 
be  visited  on  the  rw.-id  of  the  Ministers  responsible  ; and  in  last 
week’s  “ Forward  " Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald  regretted  that  tho 
Parliamentary  Labour  Party  had  not  led  in  this  matter,  as  tin 
conduct  of  tho  Ministers  is  “ a clear  case  of  treason  against  tlio 
-nation.”  Opinions  have  swung  round  rapidly  durin  ' tli'*  Pa'fc 
few  weeks.  Mr.  Asquith,  with  Sir  Donald  M'Lean  and  other 
leaders  of  the  Freo  Liberals,  havo  denounced  the  p >’  ' '*ie 

Government;  the  Labour  Party  have  declared  (lr.  "m 

to  war  ; Mr.  Bonar  Law,  whose  letter  to  the  press 
last  declared  that  England  could  not  act  the  policeman  I 1 °^'r 
nations,  voiced  tho  opposition  of  tho  Conservatives  to  c 
Government’s  mad  plunge.  Old-time  Lloyd  Georgian  new? 
papers  havq  turned  upon  the  Government ; but  the  mo 
unkindest  cut  of  all  ” ha3  been  the  almost  frenzied  outburst  ° 
tho  “ Observer  ” on  Sunday  of  this  week.  Mr.  J.  L.  Garvin, 
the  editor,  has  been  devoted  to  tho  Prim?  Minister  f°r  sonie 
years.  He  has  been  abroad  for  soms  weeks  finding  out  h"^ 
the  Governments  policy  looks  from  another  angle,  trying 
understand  how  other  people  view  that  policy.  He  has  c0,nP 
back  lashing  the  Georgian  Government  with  a whip  of  scorpions 
and  has  endorsed  every  criticism  passed  in  these  columns  s ^ 
tho  war  threat  came.  Happily,  an  armistice  has  been  sign  • 
and  the  way  is  clear  for  a new  peace  conference  with  T,,r  • 
Wo  boJ>o  the  Governments  involved  hare  learned  by  now  ' 
the  people  have  determined  upon. 


Supplement  to  the  “Co-operative  News.” 


October  14.  1922. 


BRIGHTER  OUTLOOK  FOR  C.W.S.  TRADE. 


DIRECTORS’  OPTIMISM. 

ENCOURAGING  statements  at  the 
district  meetings. 


QUESTION  OF  GOVKRNiMBNT, 

SUBSIDIES. 

1'jie  eight  divisional  meetings  c*f  the 
Wholesale  Society  were’  held  on  Saturday, 
J|IU1  lit  imp  of  them — that  lor  the  Cumber- 
luiul  area— Mr.  G.  Thorpe  (president  of  the 
society  stated  that  a 

“ wonderful  transformation  " 

1j;h1  taken  place  in  the  business  operations 
of  the  society  during  the  last  twelve  or 
eighteen  months.  Over  the  whole  of  1921 
there  was  a loss  of  £4. 831, 235;  for  the  first 
half  of  the  present  year  there  is  a profit  of 

£23.521. ’ ; 

Other  directors  who  spoke  at  the 'Various 
meetings  wore  also  hopeful  as 'to  the 
future,  and- their  speeches  leave' one  with 
the  impression  that 

the  society  is  now  in  a much  more 

favourable  position  than  it  was  some 

time  ago. 

Delegates  at  the  meetings  wanted  the 
directors  to  go  a little  further,  and  state 
when  tlie  society  would  be  able  to  pay  a 
dividend  again.  They  did  not  obtain  much 
definite  information  on,, this  points  but 
reading  through  the  lines  one  gathers  that 
if  all  goes  well  and  societies  keep  up  and 
increase  their  trade  with  the  C.W.S.  it 
will  not  be  very  long  before  the  good  hews 
flit v want  appears  in  tlie  report. 

The  Government  subsidies  for  the  use  of 
the  society]?  flour  mills  and  colliery,  and 
how  the  balance  sheet  would  have  looked 
hut  for  these,  were  points  not  lost  sight  of 
at  the  meetings. 

No  opposition  was  offered  at  any  of  the 
meetings  to  tlie  admission  of  the  Chopwell 
Co-operative  Drug  Association  (Durham) 
into  the  federation.  The  committee's 
report,  balance  sheet,  and  auditors’  report 
were  adopted  and  the  results  of  the’ 
elections  for  directors  and  auditor  were 
read  over. 

The  committee  had  only  one  recommen- 
dation to  make:  it  referred  to  a grant  of 
£100  to  -the  Maxwell*  Testimonial  Fund,. 
and.it  was  unanimously  approved.  • 

Several  of  tlie  Midland  societies  appealed 
for  a grant  of  £100  to  the  sectional  exhibi- 
tion and  demonstration  fund,  but  the 
directors  were  against  the  appeal,  mainly 
on  the  ground  that  the  society  had  already 
home  a fair  share  of  the  expense  for  the 
exhibition  and  demonstration.  Taking  the 
wliyftfpof  The^lleetings  together  the  vo'ting* 
ivaK'1  as'-,  follows : —For  the  appeal,  193 
votes  ci  againab,  1,358  votes. 

•Hour  Nortb?rn  societies  {.ought  a change 
iuith?:prbfced«re  fer  the  election  of  the 
dicoetoisU  aindvto  their  resolution  tlmre  w ere 
aVep.Jujoi^a-.cfiiom  Torquay  and  Oldham 
.Four  of  the  meetings  adopted 
1 :.ipd  four  negatived  it;  but  tlie 

t ta|.  vote  wits  ns  follows: — For  . the 
'>•  Jii  i.  a.  816  vote? ; against,  397  votes. 

amendments  are  concerned, 
only  154  delegates  have  .so  far  voted  for 
Torquay  "Viii<rf  2r8  delegates  for  Oldham. 
A";,|,l't  Torquay  1.236  votes  have  been 
registered  and  against  Oldham  1,178  votes. 

Iblmv  we  give  summarised  reports  of  the 
vi^lit  meetings.  To  save  readers’  time  and 
our  space,  repetitions  in  questions  and 
answers  between  one  meeting  and  another 
Have  been  eliminated. 

Statements  by  auditors  on  the  position 
01  the  society  will  be  found  on  page  iv.  , 


MORE  HOUSES. 


C W.S.  TENDER  ACCEPTED  AT 
ASHINGTON. 

' J''E  C.W.S.  Newcastle  building  depa 
tinn  Vrntlt'1  ,iaa  keen  ^^pted  for  the  en 
Ad0  forfy  houses  in  connection  with  t 
rngton  Urban  District  Council’s  liousi 
ran0"10,  80  approximate  cost  of  £14, 0( 

from  £324  to  £332  per  house. 
Hr.  i,i  ,F  announced  that  the  Ministry 
tlie  p ujo  agreed  to  the  Council  accept! 
If.  ^ »V. S.  tender  on  the  understanding  ” ti 
muk*  arrangements  for  adequ 
J is  before  the  contract  is  signal. 


'T'HE  Co-operative  News"  is  die  organ 
of  Co-operalive  Progress,  and  Co- 
operative Progress  is  the  Way  to  Peace. 


NEWCASTLE  'KEEN,  BUT'  CRITICAL. 

LOYALTY  THE  PROMINENT  NOTE. 

DELEGATES  ASK  MANY  QUESTIONS:  STRONG 
SUPPORT  FOR  GATESHEAD  RESOLUTION. 


Newcastle  divisional  C.W.S.  meeting 
lasted  for.  three  hours.  Although  the  dele- 
gates were  iuclined  to  be  unties!,  the  pro- 
ceedings oil  the  whole  were  harmonious. 
The  chief  notes  sounded  were  loyalty  to  tlie 
C.W.S.  anrl  economy  inside  the  C.W.S. 

Mr.  T.  Adams  (director)  presided,  aficP  on 
the  platform  were  Mrs.  M.  10  Cottrell,  and 
.Messrs.  W.  10.  Dudley.  A.  10.  Threadgill.  . 
and  J.  Olivei1  (directors),  Mr.  T.'  Goodwin 
(bank  -manager),  -Mr.  IL  'l’etlow  (auditor), 
and  Mr.  E.  S.  Proctoy  (chief  clerk,  New- 
castle). 

Corner  Turned. 

. Befurp  consideration  of  the  report  com- 
menced; tlie  Chairman  sqid  it  was  very 
gratifying  W the  directors  to  be  in  a posi- 
tion to  present  a balance  sheet  of  the 
-character  presented  to  the  members  that 
day.  Twelve  months  ago  people  not  quite 
friendly  to  tlie  organisation  were  seeking, 
through  the  publication  of  sensational  re- 
1 ports,  to  destroy  confidence  in  the  co-opera- 
tive movement. 

Since  a year  ago  the  society  had  turned 

the  corner,  although  it  was  perhaps  not 

out  of  the  wood. 

Those  who  had  published  sensational  head- 
lines about  million  losses  by  co-operators 
might  avail  themselves  of  their  facilities  in 
the  coming  week  to  advertise  the  results  of 
the  last  half-year  in*  the  fashion  adopted 
twelve  months  ago. 

Reserves  Before  Dividend. 

Proceeding,  the  Chairman  mentioned  that 
there  would  not  likely  be  any  dividend  de- 
clared for  a considerable  time,  because  they 
intended  to  build  up  what  they  had  taken 
out  before  they  seriously  considered  the 
payment  of  large  sums  in  dividend. 

After  a tribute  to  the  men  in  the  pnjst 
whose  foresight  in  the  provision  of  reserves 
had  enabled  the  society  to  come  through 
tlie  recent  crisis,  the  Chairman  emphasised 
the  appeal  made  in  the  report  for  loyalty. 
The  C.W.S.  wanted  the  trade  that  was 
there,  and  which  they  knew  societies  were 
not  giving  to  the  movement’s  own  institu- 
tion. At  n society’s  meeting  he  had  just 
heard  it  stated  that  the  C.W.S.  forgot  that- 
'•it  was  tlie  child  of  the  distributive  socie- 
ties.” ”i  think,”  concluded  the  Chairman, 

“ the  father  has  forgotten  he  has  such  a 
child,  otherwise  he  would  feed  it  a little 
better.” 

Mr.  Magin  (Asl)ington  Industrial)  was 
the  first  of  a number  of  speakers  who  laid 
very  strong  emphasis  on  the  importance  of 
loyalty.  He  maintained  that  the  lo.val  socie- 
ties came  through  the  recent  crisis  more 
easily  and  stood  best  now;  but  he  added 
that  the  C.W.S.  had  not  been  at  all  times 
able  to  “ deliver  the  goods.” 

Mr.  Scarth  (Stockton)  and  Mr.  Gillinns 
(Ashingtori)  endorsed  these  remarks. 

A By  hope  Delegate  criticised  the  Whole- 
-&ale  Society’s  service,,  and  said  that  in  the 
grocery  trade  his  society  could  only  give  25 
per  cent,  to  the  C.W.S;  (Shame!)  They 
wanted  to  be  -a  progressive,  society— 
(Question!) — and  .they  attempted  to  give, 
their  members  the  best  value.  They  got 
sugar  from  the  same  cargces  as  the  C.W.S. 
at  £4  per  ton  chifaper. 

Mr.  Magin  said  this  was  a very  important 
question.  There  were  reasons  for  these 
cheap  prices  from  the  outside  in  certain 
lines.  “ 1 question,  if  you  take  the  whole 
trade  of  the  society,  if  it  is  profitable  to 
go  outside.  Wo  get  some  quotations  cheaper 
than  the  C.W.S.,  but  if  we  average  oui  pur- 
chases and  remain  loval.  we  find  we  cut-strip 
our  competitors  in  the  long  run.” 

Mr.  Scriven  (Stockton)  mentioned  that 
his  society  did;  80  per  cent,  with  the  C.W.S., 
and  in  the  contracts  for  the  Guardians,  out- 
. side  firms  were  charging  £T  Is.  lOd.  for 
goods  the  society  could  supply  for  186.  lOd. 

A Testimony  Meeting. 

The  Chairman  remarked  that  it  was  be- 
coming “ a testimony  meeting,”  and  Mr. 
Dudley,  replying  to  the  points  raised,  said* 
it  was  a pleasure  to  find  the  delegates 
answering  each  other,  instead  of  leaving  to 
the  platform  this  duty. 

Mr.  Wood  (New  Brancopeth)  advocated 
the  manufacture  of  a cheaper  grade  of  jam, 
ir,  order  that  societies  could  face  outside 
competition. 

Mr.  Dudley  said  they  could  do  so  with 
mixed  jams,  but  it  was  not  easy  to  put 
whole  fruit  jams  in  first  and  second  qual- 
ties.  He  would  rather  the  housewife  would 
reduce  the  good  jam  in  her  own  way  than 
that  the  C.W.S.  should  do  so. 

Mr.  Lax  (Newcastle)  spoke  of  the  need 
of  a tobacco  factory  in  the  north,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  old  printing  department  at 
Pelaw  should  be  converted  to  that  use. 

Mr.  Dudley  replied  that  that  matter  was 
being  considered,  and  might  be  possible  if 
trade  were  better. 

Mr.  Bailey  (Darlington)  could  not  under- 
stand why,  margarine  sales  were  reduced. 
His  experience  w'as  that,  thp  sal©,  at,  JDar-  , 


lington  was  increasing  rather  than 
diminishing. 

Mr.  Dudley  said  there  was  very  keen  cut- 
ting in  this  trade,  and  the  price  was -now 
below  the  pre-war  level.  T he  factory  at 
Higher  Irlani  was  now  dring , exceedingly 
well. 

. Mr.  Threadgill,  answering  a number  ol* 
questions  in  regard  to  Shilbottle  Colliery, 
said  i trade  was  satisfactory.  Shilbottle 
.co/il  was  extremely  gpqd,  too  good  for  the 
movement,  apparently.  That  was  rather  a 
strange  tiring  to  sav,  ‘but  quite  a big  pro- 
portion .rf,.  the  coal  was  sold  cmsidc. 
The  sinking  of  the  new  shafts  was  pro- 
gressing- favourably.  He  mentioned  that 
the  subsidy  receivable  from  the  .Government 
did  not  appear  in  the  statement  dealing 
with  Shilbottle  in  the  report. 

The  Deiail  of  a Shirt. 

Mr.  Pringle  (Chester-le-Strcet)  created 
a diversion  in  criticising  the  shirt  factories. 
The  workiug  expenses  at  Broughton  and 
Pelaw  were  much  higher  than  at  Cardiff, 
lie  said,  the  figures  for  Pelaw  being  9s.  Gjd., 
and  at  Cardiff  5s.  3d.  “ I am  not  a shirt- 

maker,”  lie  said,  ” but  I believe  a decent 
shirt  can  be  made  for  4s.  6d.,  and  1 believe 
it  takes  three-nnd-a-hulf  yards.  (Loud 
laughter). 

A Voice:  Four  yards. 

•‘The  material  ecsts  about  7s.-,  and  put 
that  to  the  9s.  Old.  at  Pelaw  and  that  is 
16s.  6d.  And  shirts  are  to  be  sold  from- 
7s.  6d.  to  15s.  6d.”  , • 

Mr.  Oliver  explained  that  at  Cardiff 
trade  board  rates  were  paid;  at  Broughton 
there  was  i\n-  improvement-  on  that  rate, 
and  at  . Pelaw  the  rate  was  a long  way 
aboye  the  trade  board  scale.  In  addition 
the  members  had  decided  to  givfe’ the  em- 
ployees a week’s  holiday,  with  pay. 
Amongst  other  items  borne  by  Broughton 
factory  .Aveje  a.  sum.,  of  .£11  435  for  can- 
celled contracts  with  Radcliffe  weaving 
sheds,  andN  £13,552  through  the  stocks 
beirtg  sold  at  cheap  prices,  such  as  the 
special  lines  at  os.  6d.  and  5s.  lid. 

Mrs.  Cottrell  wo6  applauded  on  rising  to 
answer  a question  for  the  first  time  at 
Newcastle.  She  stated  that  the  loss  at 
the  Radcliffe  mill  had  partly  been  fore- 
shadowed by  previous  austvers,  for  the  mill 
had  borne  a part  of  the  loss  in  the  can- 
celled contracts  for  yarns.  > - 

Before  tlie  balance-sheet  was  considered, 
Mr.  Tetlow  (auditor)  reviewed  the  present 
financial  position  .of  the  society.  (A  report 
of  Mr.  Tetlow’s  statement  appears  in 
another  column).  . . 

Mr.  Nuttall  (Newcastle)  thought  that 
paving  back  to  the  reserves  at  the  rate  of 
£147,000  each  half-year  was  too  heavy, 
and  that  under  present  circumstances  it 
would  be  more  helpful  to  spread  the  pay- 
ing back  over  twenty-five  years,  so  that  a 
dividend  of  Id.  could  be  paid  at  present. 

After  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Oliver  had 
replied,  to  questions  relating  to.  the  ratio 
of  profits  at  Manchester,  Newcastle,  and 
London,  and  the  loss  at  Newcastle  drapery 
department,  the  balance  sheet  was  adopted. 

The  board’s  action  in  paying'  £100  to 
the  Sir  William  Maxwell  Fund  was 
approved. 

Derby  Society’s  resolution  was  defeated, 
the  voting  being: — For,  11;  against,  381. 

The  System  of  Voting. 

Mr.  Thornton  (Gateshead),  moving  the 
Gateshead  resolution,  said  everyone  under- 
stood tlie  matter.  At  elections  people  had 
been  elected  who  only  received  a small 
number  of  the  votes  cast.  In  all  demo- 
cratic institutions  the  person  elected 
should  have  a clear  majority  of  the  votes 
given.  The  number  of  candidates  ncm-- 
inated  at  C.W.S.  elections  made  it  easy 
for  people  who  were  well  organised  to 
become  directors.  In  December,  1920,  out 
of  6,000  votes  the  successful  candidate  had 
1.200,  or  19  per  cent.  Only  121  out  of 
652  societies  voted  for  the  successful  can- 
didate. In  June,  1921,  the  successful  can- 
didate secured  1,090  votes  out  of  5] 525, 
or  21  per  cent.,  and  ..only  166  societies  out 
of  750  (favoured  the  elected  candidate.  In 
the  next  election,  of  the  votes  recorded 
the  successful  candidate  received  21  per 
cent,  and  in  one  case  119  societies  voted 
for  the  successful  candidates  and  202  for 
two  unsuccessful  candidates.  This  was 
nnfair,  because  u small  number  well 
organised,  politically,  religiously,  or  other- 
wise could  govern  the  institution  against 
the  majority  of  the  votes  cast. 

Mr.  Welsh  (Newbiggin)  seconding,  asked 
the  delegates  not  to  divide  the  voting  by 
supporting  amendments.  They  felt  it  was 
not  right  for  the  minority  to  rule,  and  for 
that  reason  they  should  support  the  reso- 
lution, although  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
good  job  to  have  one  vote  one  society. 

The  Chairman:  The  board  is  leaving  the 
matter  in  your  hands.  You  are  making  no 
provision  for  tlie  existing  members.  That 
is  all  I have  to  ask  you  to  notice. 

The  voting  was  as  follows: — Torquay 
amendment:  For,  11;  against,  343.  Ola- 
i lutm  amendment:  _ For,  6;  against,  347,, 
Gateshead  resolution : For,  368  ; against  21. 


THE  PRESIDENT 

AT  WORKINGTON. 

"SLUMP  PERIOD  COMING  TO 

AN  END.” 


The  Cumberland  divisional  meeting  was 
bold  in  tlie  Co-operative  Hall.  Workington. 
Mr.  G.  Thorpe  (president  ol  the  C.W.S.) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  lie  was  supported  * 
on  the  platform*  by  Mr.  Henson'  and  Mr. 
Henman  • (co-directors),  Mr.  Alacdon.dd 
(bank  manager.  Newcastle*),  .‘and  ..  Mr. 
Blench  (Newcastle  office).  Theie  were  forty- 
two  delegates  present  representing  twenty 
societies. 

Chairman’s  Review. 

Tlie  Chairman,  in  reviewing  the  report, 
said  that  twelve  months  ago  they  were 
under  far  more  difficult  circumstances  in 
^presenting  tlie  balance  sheet  than  they 
were  that  day. ' A?  they  -ftere  awrfi'e,  tlie 
loss  twelve  months  ago  was  something  like 
£3,434,620.  Loss  again  occurred  'at  the 
.end  of  tlie  .year  amounting  to  £1,416.615, 
making  the  loss  for  that  year  oometiiing 
like  £4,851,235.  The  year  1921  was  the 
most  disastrous*  they  had  ever  known  so 
far  as  certain  industries  of  this  country 
were  concerned.  To-day  they  Were  much 
better  capable,  on  account  of  their  in- 
creased productive  capacity,  to  meet  any  - 
disaster  chan  they  were  100  years,  ago,  and  ' 
to  that  extent  they  were  much  better  off. 

If  they  looked  at  the  accounts  to-day  they., 
would  find  that,  with  certain  allocations, 
instead  of  representing  a loss  the  accounts.,  . 
showed  a profit  of  £23,321. 

This  was  a wonderful  transformation. 

* Proceeding',  lie  said  if  tliev  exnminedHhe  1 
grocery  accounts  closely  they  ' would  seo 
that  the  productive  departments  showed  a • 
profit  of  £360,209,  and  the  distributive  de-, 
partments  of  £167,776.  With  coal  show-'  ‘ 
ing  a profit  of  £185,-  tlie  Total  profit 
amounted-  to  £528.170.  * The*'  sales  had  - 
amounted  to  £32.175,883,  and  if  they  had  • 
had  - no  loss  on  the  textile  side  cf  their  ; 
operations  they  would  have  been  in  a ' 
position  -to  - pay  easily  si  * dividend.  Ti.gH 

textile  sjde  of;tueir  operations, ‘’the  same  as,  j 
the  textile  side  of  all  operations  so  far;  ’ 
as  this  country  was  concerned,  had  beeni  ! 
in  a bad  state  since  the  slump  began  in  . 
that  particular  direction,  but  lie  believed1; 
he  was  justified  in  hoping  tliat;this  slump]  ; 
period  was  coming  to  an.  end,  and  that  in,  | 
the  near  future  they  would  be  able  to  show  • 
a profit  even  on  their  textile  operations! : • 
He  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  they  j 
would  be  able  to  present  a balance  sheet  j 
in  which  there  would  be  some  dividend, 
mayhem,  penny,  maybe  2d.  or  3d. 

Delayed  Deliveries. 

Mr".  J.  Sewell  (Cleator  Moor)'  raised  the  ;• 
question  of  the  delivery  of  goods,  especially  j 
corn,  in  regard  to  which  great  income-  \ 
nience  was  being  caused  to  his  society  ‘ 
through  delayed  deliveries.  His  committee  , 
decided  that  unless  they  got  better  delivery 
their  orders  would  have  to  be  placed  ; 
elsewhere. 

The  Chairman  promised  Mr.  Sewell  that  . 
the  matter  would  be  attended  to  Hiime- 
diately:  Ho  said  they  could  not  expect  the,  . 
loyalty  of  any  society;  unless  they  were 
prepared  to  do  business  on  business  Ihies. 

It  was  their  duty  to  find  out  what  was 
wrong  and  put  it  right.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Shilbottls  Colliery. 

In  reference  to  an  allocation  of  £10.000 
from  the  Government  in  respect  of  Sliil- 
bot'tlo  Colliery,  a delegate  asked  if  they 
had  ever  bad  any  profit  out  of  Shilbottle  ' 
Colliery  before  tliev  received  tins  alloca- 
tion from  the  Government.  He  thought 
tlie  colliery  bad  been  regarded  by  some  as 
a " white  elephant  ” until  the  Government 
got.  the;  place tunder  control  and  were  able 
to  work  it  so  as  to  bring  * iii  a profit  of 
£10,000. 

The  Chairman  said  he  did  not  think  the 
colliery  had  made  much  profit,  apart  from 
wlmt  they  had  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment up  to  date.  It  was  never  anticipated 
when  they  purchased  the  colliery  that  they 
were  going  to  make  very  much  money  out 
of  it  at  first,  because  the  coal  was  a long 
way  off  the  entrance  to  tlie  pit.  and  in 
addition  they  had  a tremendous  amount  of 
water  to  contend  with.  They  wero  hoping, 
however,  not  to  lose  much  on  the  colliery, 
and  up  to  date  they  had  not  lost  much. 

The  meeting  approved  the  donation  of 
£100  to  the  Sir  William  Maxwell  Testi- 
monial Fund  ; opposed  the  motion  in  favour 
of  a grant  to  the  Midland  Sectional  annual 
joint  exhibition  and  demonstration  ; and 
negatived  the  Gateshead  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  election  of  directors. 

It  was  agreed  to  hold  the  next  meeting 
at  Carlisle. 


CO-OPERATIVE  BANDS  AND  CHOIRS. 

Conductors  of  oo-operative  Lands, 
orchestras,  and  choirs  are  invited  to  send  a 
note  of  their  achievements  during  the 
summer  and  their  intentions  for  tlie  next 
season  to  the  Ed itoc . , Oo-or*1  rati ve  News,” 
Long  Millgate,  Manchester. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS . 
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BEATEN  ON  ITS  OWN 
GROUND. 

EXHIBITION  GRANT'S  FATE 

IN  THE  MIDLANDS. 

The  curlier  stnrt  decided  upon  ILrco 
months  ago — two  o’clock  instead  of  three 
o’clock— did  not  adversely  affect  the  ultoncl- 
nnte  at  the  Midland  meeting,  which  was  hold 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Stapleford  and 
Saudiacre  Society,  whose  jubilee  gathering 
was  recently  reported  in  the  “ Co- operative 
News.”  There  were  151  delegates  present 
representing  forty-seven  societies,  and 
eleven  visitors.  Mr.  G.  Hnyhurst  (finance 
committee)  presided,  and  aiuiounced  that  it 
was  the  first  Midland  divisional  meeting  lie 
had  attended.  There  were  also  on  the  plat- 
form Messrs.  W.  T.  Charter  and  J English 
(drapery  or  niniittee),  Mr.  C.  Mo,rshtwl 
(grocery),  and  Mr.  AY.  H.  Egerton  (general 
office). 

Homily  on  Duty. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  they  were 
pleased  to  be  able  to  present  a rather  better 
balance  sheet.  It  was  not  free  from 
blemishes,  and  that  could  be  said  tor 
many  ” sheets  ” in  the  eo-operative  move- 
ment at  the  present  time. 

“ if  ever  there  was  a time,”  he  pro- 
ceeded. “when  we  should  live  up  to  our 

professions,  and  practise  what  we  preach, 

it  is  to-day.” 

He  did  not  know  of  another  institution 
which  had  to  spend  so  much  money  in  adver- 
tising, in  begging  its  shareholders  to  take 
its  own  goods.  He  also  stated  that  lie 
believed  they  had  turned  the  corner. 

Quarterly  Query. 

It  is  very  seldom  a Midland  meeting  geos 
by  without  someone  putting  in  a query  rela- 
tive to  the  payment'  of  carriage  by  the 
C.AV.S.  on  flour. 

Mr.  Bradley  (Coalville)  raised  1-lie  ques- 
tion on.  Saturday,  and  stated  that  the  differ- 
ence in  price  betwixt  the  C.W.S.  and  l lie 
private  miller  meant  a halfpenny  on  the  loaf. 
They  were  anxious  to  do  all  their  flour  trade 
with  the  C.W.S.,  but  they  hod  to  have  some 
regard  for  price. 

Mr.  Taylor,  also  from  Coalville,  supported 
his  colleague.  Other  delegates  either  spoke 
in  a similar  strain  or  wanted  to  know  when 
the  question  was  last  under  consideration  by 
the  directors. 

Air.  Hall  (Hucknall)  had  another  view  to 
put.  Why  did  private  millers  quote 
lower  than  the  C.W.S.?  Simply  to  get  in 
the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  and.  succeeding 
in  doing  this,  they  put  up  the  price  to  that 
charged  by  the  C.W.S. 

The  Chairman  said  the  question  was  under 
consideration  quite  recently — last  week,  in 
fact,  when  it  was  decided  to  wait  until  the 
Government  Committee'  on  Railway  Rates 
had  reported  before  92eing  what  special 
efforts,  could  be  made  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
societies. 

Mr.  Marshall  suggested  that  societies 
should  not  only  take  prices  into  considera- 
tion, but  also  quality  and  yield  per  sack. 

Recent  Nottingham  Exhibition. 

Air.  Hancock  (Mansfield)  in  connection 
with  the  recent  sectional  exhibition  at  Not- 
tingham, made  a statement  which  evidently 
took  the  platform  party  by  surprise.  It  was 
to  the  effect  that  not  seeing  any  C.W.S. 
underwear  hosiery  on  show  he  made  inquiries 
and  was  told  by  an  attendant  that  the  sam- 

tiles  were  in  hampers.  He  also  stated  that 
’.AV.S.  travellers  were  carrying  samples  of 
private  makers’  hosiery,  and  “ in  the  mean- 
time we  (presumably  the  Huthwaite  hosiery 
factory)  are  standing  idle.” 

Mr.' Charter  said  he  could  not  understand 
why  C.W.S.  hosiery  goeds  were  rent  to  the 
exhibition  and  not  taken  out  of  the  hampers. 
It  was,  of  course,  a cose  for  inquiry.  Re- 
garding the  second  part  of  Air.  Hancock’s 
statement,  he  stated  that  their  travellers 
weite  instructed  that  C.W.S.  productions 
must  come  first ; but  if  societies  insisted  upon 
having  other  makers’,  rather  than  let  the 
trade  go  past  them,  the  directors  were  will- 
ing to  allow  the  goods  to  be  invoiced 
through. 

Later  on  in  the  meeting  the  delegates 
negatived  the  notice  of  motion  sent  in  by 
half-a-dozen  Midland  societies  that  the 
Wholesale  Society  diould  grant  £100  to  the 
seoti<  rial  annual  exhibition  and  demonstra- 
tion fund. 

Air.  Brown  (Nottingham)  stated,  in  sup- 
porting the  resolution,  that  the  cost  of  the 
exhibition  was  £550.  Towards  that  produc- 
tive societies  had  subscribed  £115  and  didri- 
butive  societies  and  auxiliary  bodies  £285, 
making  a total  of  £400.  Seeing  that  the 
C.W.S.  had  half  the  space,  and  that  the  pro- 
ductive societies  had  subscribed  £115. -they 
did  think  the  C.W.S.  might  give  £100. 

Mi’.  Charter,  in,  asking  the  delegates  t'o 
vote  again  it  the  resolution,  said  this  was  the 
first  application  of  its  kind  ever  received  by 
tl^  directors,  and  if  it  were  granted  they 
could  rest  assured  that  other  sections  would 
ask  for  similar  assistance.  The  cost  of  the 
exhibition  to  the  C.W.S.  war  close  upon 
£()00.  He  also  stated  that  the  directors 
wore  seriously  considering  withdrJtwing  from 
the  Joint  Exhibitions  Committee  and  extend- 
ing their  own  exhibitions. 

The  voting  was  as  follows: -For  the 
grant,  35;  against,  84. 

Election  Proposal. 

The  election  pnoposnl  sent  in  by  the  four 
Northern  societies,  moved  by  Air.  Hydcn 
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INTEREST  CHARGES  CRIPPLING  INDUSTRY. 

EXTRA  DEPRECIATION  ADVOCATED  AT  MANCHESTER. 


ORGANISATION  RATHER  UNWIELDY. 


During  the  early  part  of  the  Lancashire 
divisional  meeting  of  the  C.W.S.,  which  was 
held  at  Manchester  on  Saturday,  it  seemed  as 
I bough  tli  in  might  have  bteU  less  criticism 
if  the  £367,473  received,  or  to  he  received, 
in  respect  of  Government  control,  of  flour 
mills  and  colliery,  had  not  appeared  in  the 
balance  sheet.  Several  delegates  objected 
to  this  allowance  being  placed  in  the  profit 
and  loss  account,  whilst  others  pointed  out 
that  had  it  not  been  for  this  sum  of  money 
appearing  in  the  balance  sheet,  the  profit  of 
£23,521  would  have  been  transformed  into 
a big  loss. 

The  meeting  was  presided  over  by  Mr. 
H.  J.  Youngs  (director),  who  was  supported 
by  his  colleagues  on  the  directorate  m the 
persons  of  Messrs.  E.  J.  Graham,  R. 
Fleming,  and  W.  Bradshaw:  also  Air.  N. 
H.  Cooper  (auditor),  Mr.  T.  G.  Davies 
(deputy  bank  manager),  and  Air.  AY. 
O’Brien  (general  office). 

Referring  to  the  decrease  in  the  sales 
during  the  half-year,  as  compared  with  t lie 
corresponding  period,  the  Chairman  re- 
marked that  the  fall  of  24  per  cent,  seemed 
Startling  on  the  face  of  it,  representing  ns 
it  did  a reduction  of  £10,000,600.  But  the 
decline  was  mniuly  clue  to  lower  prices. 

The  figures  in  the  balance  sheet  were 
therefore  very  encouraging,  in  the  circum- 
stances, and  showed  that  societies  had 
been  drawing  their  main  supplies  from  the 
C.W.S. 

Working  expenses  needed  to  he  reduced, 
however,  and  to  achieve  that  object  tire 
directors  wanted  trade  and  more  trade. 

Mr.  Forber  (Bolton)  did  not  think  the 
balance  sheet  was  a subject  for  so  much 
congratulaton  as  the  chairman  had  tried 
to  make  out.  If  a real  balance  sheet  had 
been  presented,  there  would  have  been  a 
great  loss.  It  was  a question,  whether  the 
amount  received  from  the  Government 
should  not  have  been  put  to  the  reserve 
fund. 

Air.  Lumleyi  (Oldham  Industrial)  wished 
to  know  if  the  directors  had  declined  trade 
from  the  new  Bishop  Auckland  Society 
amounting  to  £100,000. 

Loyalty  and  Common-Sense. 

“ Have  tlte«6  claims  materialised?”  asked 
Air.  Sutton  (Beswick),  referring  to  the  item 
of  £367,000  in  respect  of  Government  con- 
trol. He  wanted  to  know  if  the  directors 
were  doing  their  best  to  increase  trade. 
His  society  was  suffering  for  its  loyalty, 
and  the  time  would  come  when  the 
C.W.S.  directors  would  be  asked,  as 
the  committees  of  retail  societies  were 
being  asked  by  members  who  did  not  see 
why  they  should  pay  more  for  their  goods 
than  they  had  to  with  other  traders, 
whether  loyalty  was  not  to  be  compared 
with  common-sense. 

Mr.  Priestley  (Beswick)  congratulated  the 
directors  on  the  balance  sheet,  and  re- 
marked that  previous  speakers  had  been 
taking  a private  enterprise  view  of  affairs. 

Air.  Robinson  (Bury)  could  have  congratu- 
lated the  directors  but  for  the  serious  and 
continued  losses  in  the  productive  depart- 
ments. He  suggested  that  boards  of  man- 
agement should  be  supplied  with  the  C.AV.S. 
price  list  and  the  prices  charged  by  private 
traders.  At  present  they  were  largely  in  the 
hands  of  their  managers,  and  they  knew 
the  tactics  of  the  private  traders,  “ who 
made  it  worth  while  for  managers  to  deal 
elsewhere.” 

Mr.  Graham  said  the  new  society  at 
Bishop  Auckland  was  started  as  a result  of 
a strike,  and  the  employees  who  were  not 
given  their  positions  back  commenced  a rival 
society.  He  thought  they  would  agree  that 
it  would  not  do  for  the  CHAWS.  to  recognise 
such  a state  of  affairs.  In  regard  to  the 
claims  on  the  Government,  some  of  them  had 
been  paid,  and  the  remainder  had  been 
acknowledged. 

The  Chairman  thought  the  directors  were 
fully  justified,  in  a period  like  the  present, 
in  using  the  money  in  respect  of  Govern- 
ment allowances  and  claims  as  they  had 
done.  He  thought  the  society  had  turned 
the  corner  so  far  as  trade  was  concerned. 
The  question  of  expenses  had  been  raised, 
and  the  directors  realised  they  were  ab- 
normally high,  but  they  were  dealing  with 
them  week  by  week. 

Milk  Trade  Losses. 

Replying  to  Air.  Jngger  (Fnilsworth),  the 
Chairman  said  the  directors  made  a bad 
start  in  the  milk  business.  Trade  at  Man- 
chester for  the  past  half-year  was  £76,804, 
on  which  there  was  a loss  of  just  over 
£13,000.  London  had  a, much  larger  trade, 
and  the  loss  was  £5,000. 

Air.  Fleming  answered  the  question  of 
Air.  Guthrie  (Liverpool)  in  regard  to  im- 
ported cabinet  work  by  saying  that  the 
imports  during  the  past  year  were  mainly 
ties,  hardware,  clocks,  certain  classes  of 
cheap  jewellery,  and  one  or  two  cheap 
pianos. 

Air.  Afoore  congratulated  the  directors  on 
the  excellent  show  made  at  the  National 
Food  Exhibition,  but  suggested  that  in 
future  a sampling  stall  should  be  provided. 

“ Not  in  the  Samo  Street.” 

In  answer  to  a statement  that  tinned 
fruit  was  3jd.  per  pound  tin  dearer  than 
similar  goods  from  a leading  maker,  the 
Chairman  said  the  directors  had  had  a quan- 


tity of  tinned  fruit  purchased  from  other 
dealers  and  analysed,  “ and  they  are  not  in 
the  same  street.”  So  far  as  jams  were  con- 
cerned, there  had  been  a big  loss,  but  prices 
were  now  according  to  the  market  value. 

Mrs.  Knowles  (Eceles)  said  girls  at  Irluni 
were  starting  work  at  6 a.m.  She  knew  it 
was  true,  because  she  lived  nt  Irlam. 

Mr.  Lumley  (Oldham  Industrial)  remarked 
that  there  were  only  five  girls  affected,  but 
there  might  be  trouble  if  the  practice  were 
continued. 

Tlsa  Chairman  said  they  had  to  make  the 
fullest  use  possible  of  the  factory.  (Hear, 
hear.)  If  they  had  extra  orders,  they  had  to 
get  them  out.  They  were  anxious  to  do 
everything  possible  for  the  employees,  but 
there  were  times  when  they  had  to  ask  some- 
thing in  return. 

Crippling  Industry. 

The  losses  in  the  various  works  led  Air. 
Sutton  (Beswick)  to  ask  if  the  directory  are 
taking  into  consideration  the  question  of 
extra  depreciation  on  productive  factories. 
The  interest  charges  on  every  one  of  tlteso 
factories  wore  such  that  they  were  crippling 
industry.  At  Dobcro-ss,  for  instance,  the 
interept  charges  were  20  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  of  the  supplies,  and  surely  they  were 
not  getting  20  per  cent,  profit ! 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  governed  by 
the  rules  oil  this  question. 

The  shirt  factories  again  brought  Mr. 
Robinson  (Bury)  to  bis  feet.  “Here  again 
you  show  a loss  of  £47,000,”  he  said. 
“ Added  to  the  £87,000  and  £7R,00!)  in  pre- 
vious half-years,  there  was  a total  of 
£212,000.  I say  this  matter  is  serious.  It 
i>  all  right  to  blame  the  losses  on  the  textile 
difficulties.  Bury  would  have  won  a match 
recently  but  for  the  goalkeeper.”  (Laughter). 

Mr.  Fleming  agreed  that  the  position  was 
serious.  The  losses  in  the  preceding  half- 
years  were  to  a large  extent  due  to  the  depre- 
ciation of  goods  held  in  stock.  Stocks  now 
stood  at  market  prices. 

In  regard  to  weaving  sheds.  Mr.  Lumley 
thought  it  was  contrary  to  business  methods 
to  exempt  a mill  from  interest  charges  when 
it  was  closed  down. 

C.W.S.  Unwieldy. 

“ I am  beginning  to  think  the  C.AV.S.  is 
getting  rather  unwieldy,”  said  Air.  Robin- 
son, referring  to  the  less  of  £46,000  at  Rad- 
cliff-?.  “ What  I think  will  have  to  be  done 
in  the  AVholesale  Society  will  be  to  have  com- 
mittees to  control  local  works.”  They 
needed  men  on  the  spot  who  understood  the 
local  industry. 

Mr.  Fleming  replied  to  the  effect  that 
the  interest  charges  on  Chorley  mill  had 
been  placed  on  the  Bury  mill,  which  took 
some  of  the  unfinished  work.  The  loss  at 
Rndcliffe  was  accounted  for  by  the  cancella- 
tion of  yarn  contracts. 

Auditors  Satisfied. 

The  report  and  balance  sheet  were  then 
approved,  and  Air.  Cooper  (auditor)  gave  the 
auditors’  report.  He  remarked  that  before 
the  item  “allowances  and  claims”  was  put 
in  the  profit  and  loss  account  the  auditors 
were  thoroughly  satisfied  that  ’ lie  claim -was 
a good  one.  Taking  everything  into  con- 
sideration, the  auditors  thought  the  share- 
holders could  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
results. 

The  grant  to  the  Maxwell  testimonial  was 
approved  without  ’comment, 

Nottingham  Demonstration. 

They  mere  often  told  from  the  platform 
that  the  Midland  societies  were  the  back- 
bone of  the  C.W.S.,  said  Mr.  Wallace  (Not- 
tingham), in  moving  his  society’s  resolution, 
and  lie  hoped  the  C.W.S.  wouid  show  their 
appreciation  by  making  the  grant  asked  for, 
especially  as  the  object  of  the  exhibition  had 
been  to  encourage  the  purchase  of  C.AV.S. 
goods. 

Air.  Evans  (Nottingham)  seconded , and 
Air.  Bold  (Warrington)  remarked  that  if  the 
soap  combine  could  pay  £65  for  a window 
display,  ns  they  liad  done  tio  the  Warrington 
Society,  surely  the  C.AA'.S.  could  pay  £100  to 
advertise  themselves. 

Air.  Graham  (platform)  pointed  out  that 
sinoe  the  Joint  Exhibitions  Committee  was 
formed  at  the  Middlesbrough  Congress.  the 
arrangement  had  been  that  all  local  expense's 
should  be  defrayed  by  local  societies  or  by 
subscriptions.  The  C.W.S.  find  paid  C 125 
for  fitting  lip  stands  nt  the  exhibition,  and 
£150  for  wages.  They  had  home  their  share. 

There  were  54  votes  in  favour  and  201 
against. 

Majority  Rule. 

It  seemed  absurd  that  one  should  have  to 
move  a resolution  at  a meeting  of  a demo- 
cratic organsiation  advocating  that  xlie 
majority  should  rule,  said  Mr  Flynn 
(Gateshead),  in  moving  his  society’s  resolu- 
tion. A’et  at  the  last  four  elections  for 
directors  candidates  with  a minority  of  votes 
had  secured  seats. 

Air.  Bates  (Newcastle)  seconded. 

Air.  Lumley  (Oldham  Industrial)  moved  his 
society’s  amendment,  and  contended  that 
P.R.  was  the  only  fair  system. 

Mr.  Barnsley  (Hyde)  moved  the  Torquay 
amendment. 

The  voting  was: — Torquay  amendment,  61 
in  favour;  93  against.  Oldham  Industrial 
amendment,  72  fler ; 86  against.  Gateshead 
resolution,  42  for;  120  against. 

There  were  327  delegates  present  from 
ninety-eight  societies,  and  fourteen  visitors. 


“WE  MUST  HAVE 

MORE  TRADE.” 

APPEAL  TO  SOCIETIES  FOR 

GREATER  LOYALTY. 

The  South  Wales  divisional  meeting 
held  in  the  C.AA’.S.  Depot,  Cardiff  8 ??* 
Lander  (director)  presided,  supported  k 
Messrs.  Wilkins  and  Clayton  (oj-clir 
Air.  AVorrall  (bank  department),  Air  S 
(auditor),  and  Air.  Warren  (Cardiff  off 
There  were  101  delegates  present  from  forty 
eight  societies. 

The  Chairman  said  they  would  notice 
that  the  balance  sheet  showed  a consider 
able  improvement.  They  had  not  been  aSi 
to  show  very  big  results,  but  that,  they 
knew,  was  only  a reflex  of  their  owu’condi. 
tious,  due  to  the  great  amount  of  unem" 
ployment  throughout  the  country. 
they  must  have  was  more  trade.  " 

Match-Making. 

Air.  Blackwell  (Gloucester)  wished  to 
know  if  any  further  progress  had  been  made 
with  regard  to  making  their  own  matches. 

The  Chairman  said  a special  committee 
was  considering  the  question. 

Tea  and  Cocoa  Works. 

Alr.  AIorse  (Newport)  referred  to  the  de- 
crease in  weight  of  tea  sold,  and  wished  to 
know  if  there  was  any  special  reason  for 
this. 

The  Chairman  said  that  so  far  as  their 
investigations  had  gone,  it  had  proved  that 
the  greatest  amount  of  this  is  due  to  bad 
trade  owing  to  unemployment. 

Shilbottle  Colliery. 

Air.  Evans  (Cardiff)  raised  the  question  as 
to  whether  the  wages  paid  were  on  the  lines 
of  those  paid  by  other  collieries  or  not. 

Mr.  Clayton,  replying,  said  that  their  em- 
ployees were  working  under  the  rates  fixed 
in  that  particular  district,  but  he  was  glad 
to  say  that  very  few  of  their  people  were 
on  the  minimum,  so  that  on  the  average 
they  were  doing  much  better,  and,  as  the 
delegates  knew,  the  C.AA’.S.  also  gave  a 
week’s  holiday  with  pay.  (Applause.) 

Employees’  Thrift  Fund. 

Air.  Burlton  (Gloucester)  asked  whether 
the  recent  scheme  bearing  on  an  em- 
ployees’ thrift  fund  had  become  extinct,  or 
whether  it  would  be  revived  later  on. 

The  Chairman  said  they  would  remember 
the  findings  of  the  specif  committee  were 
that  a considerable  amount  of  money  would 
he  required  to  start  a scheme  like  that,  and 
that  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter  in 
abeyance.  But  when  things  got  better,  ho 
hoped  the  idea  would  be  taken  up  again,  as 
he  thought  it  a good  thing  that  there  should 
be  a superannuation  fund. 

Balance  Sheet. 

Air.  Bembridge  (Barry)  wished  to  know 
whether  there  had  been  any  improvement 
in  trade  since  the  June  period,  or  any 
decrease  in  the  rate  of  expenses. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  pleased  to  say 
that  there  were  some  signs  of  improvement, 
but  as  regards  South  AVales  they  knew  hot- 
ter than  he  did  the  great  amount  ol  depres- 
sion which  existed  through  unemployment. 
It  the  C.AV.S.  had  all  the  trade  that  the 
retail  societies  were  now  doing,  they  would 
have  a very  tremendous  increase  in  their 
turnover.  A very  considerable  decrease  in 
their  working  expenses  would  result,  and  » 
corresponding  improvement  so  far  us  their 
profits  were  concerned. 

Mr.  Smith  (auditor)  then  gave  his  report. 
He  said  the  balance  sheet  showed  vert  c°n* 
siderable  signs  of  improvement.  He  re- 
ferred to  monies  recovered  from  the  Govern- 
ment due  from  the  control  period,  nun 
stated  that  since  the  June  balancing  a 
further  sum  had  been,  received.  The  bun 
department  was  in  a most  excellent  am 
healthy  condition.  Referring  to  the  inveS' 
ments  made  by  the  bank,  lie  pointed  o 
that  thceo  had  been  depreciated  in , e ,j  * 
counts  very  considerably,  so  that  when  t 
time  came  for  them  to  mature  the  ajn°“ 
coining  back  over  and  above  that  sho 
would  be  considerable.  The  directors  « ^ 
applying  themselves  thoroughly  to  the  M- 
of  keeping  expenses  somewhere  in  «cc 
ance  with  the  business  done. 

Other  Matters. 

The  delegates  unanimously  agreed  to  j 
grant  to  the  A lax  well  Testimonial  l1  ■ 
and  negatived  the  resolution  from  the 
land  societies  relative  to  the  sectional  i. 
bition  at  Nottingham.  , . rD5n. 

No  delegate  voted  for  the  Gateshead  - 
lution  bearing  on  the  election  of  tlir0‘  ^ 
and  101  voted  against.  Four  votes  , 
recorded  for  the  Torquay  amendment 
ninety-seven  against.  Thirty  deieg 
voted  for  the  Oldham  amendment 
seventy-one  against.  


[Continued  from  first  column.] 

(CoiiiDtt)  and  seconded  by  Air.  Stcp^11^ 
(Gateshead)  was  adopted-  . TIVi  3^. 

as  follows  :— For  the  resolution.  M f t|i0 
27.  Twelve  delegates  voted  in- f»v°  ,|0  ,.;.t 
Torquay  amendment,  and  30  for  tne 
in  by  Oldham  Industrial.  singl-’ 

It  may  also  b?  added  that  n0. 
question  was  asked  on  the  balnnof’  ' 5 'that 
the  report  was  unanimously  aU“*  ov«r 

the  results  of  the  elections  were  , 5 gates 

by  Sir.  Egerton,  and  that  th«  ,ba 

unanimously  approved  the  gra 
Maxwell  Testimonial  Fund. 


October  14,  1022. 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


“GIVE  US  YOUR  ORDERS.” 

HOW  C.W.S.  MILLS  CAN  BE  KEPT  GOING. 

NATIONAL  ADVERTISING  ADVOCATED. 


WHAT  YORKSHIRE  HAS  TO  SAY. 

“WE  HAVE  NOW  REACHED  THE  BOTTOM.” 

ETERNAL  WAGES  QUESTION  AND  UNFAIR 

COMPETITION. 


J.  E.  Johns,  who  presided  at  the 
London  District  meeting,  had  as  liis  sup- 
porters Messrs.  A.  Varley,  J.  W.  King, 
(j  \\\  Brooks  (.members  of  the  board),  Sir 
Thomas  Brodriek  (secretary  and  accoun- 
tant'. Messrs.  \V.  E.  S.  Cock  (chief  clerk), 
yf  lientley  (auditor'),  Knight  (secretary 
to  the  tea  committee)  and  Bloxham 
(Loudon  bank  department).  There  were 
505  delegates  present. 


The  Present  Position. 

The  Chairman,  speaking  on  the  report, 
gaid  the  members  would  have  noticed  that 
during  the  past  three  half-years  the  board 
ind  had  a very  bad  time,  as  was  the  ease 
ffjtli  most  of  the  societies.  There  had 
been  less  wages  earned,  and  consequently 
jess  trade  and  less  demand  'for  goods.  The 
factories  had  not  been  fully  employed, 
although  the  standing  charges  were  going 
on  the  same.  For  the  first  time  in  the 
past  three  half-years  they  were  able  to 
show  a balance  on  the  right  side.  (Ap- 
plause.) They  hoped  and  trusted  that  the 
societies  would  give  their  sympathy  and 
Assistance,  for  unless  they  brought’  their 
trade  to  the  C.W.S.  tilings  would  not 
improve.  They  had  now  turned  the  corner, 
anil  he  hoped  that  in  the  future  we  should 
do  better. 

The  tide  is  running  in  our  favour,  and 

we  shall  be  able,  I hope,  to  show  a better 

balance  sheet  for  the  next  half-year, 

the  Chairman  added. 

Mr.  Brown  (Grays)  did  not  think  that  all 
the  fault  lay  at  the  door  of  the  distributive 
societies  for  the  present  condition  of  the 
C.W.S.  When  the  C.W.S.  received  t-lie 
orders  those  responsible  should  use  every 
means  to  prevent  business  going  elsewhere. 

The  Chairman  replied  that  it  was  no  use 
talking  of  generalities.  Definite  com- 
plaints should  be  forwarded  to  the 
committee. 

In  reply  to  a Plymouth  delegate,  the 
Chairman  stated  that  an  agreement  had 
practically  been  arrived  at  with  the 
Government  as  to  the  amount  to  be 
received  respecting  the  flour  mill  and 
Shilbottle  Colliery.  Part  had  already  been 
paid,  and  the  balance  outstanding  ’ would 

trobably  be  received  during  the  present 
alf-year. 

National  Advertising  Suggested. 

Mr.  Harris  (Coventry)  urged  that  the 
hoard  should  take  up  the  question  of 
national  advertising.  He  suggested  that 
the  board,  in  conjunction  with  the  local 
societies,  should  concentrate  on  certain 
lines  which  would  be  attractive  to  the 
Wirchaser  and  remunerative  to  the  distri- 
butive society.  These  should  be  sold  at 
one  price  throughout  the  kingdom.  (Hear, 
hear). 

Mr.  Baldock  (Gateshead),  referring  to 
the  amount  included  in  the  balance  sheet 
with  regard  to  the  Government  allowance, 
asked  whether  it  was  the  custom  to  include 
as  a credit  balance  a sum  not  yet  received. 
Be  alluded  to  the  adverse  conditions 
experienced  by  the  northern  societies 
owing  to  the  slump  in  the  shipbuilding 
industry  and  the  low  wages  received  in  the 
colliery  districts. 


We  will  keep  the  mills  going,"  the  Chair- 
man added.  The  committee,  he  stated, 
took  full  responsibility  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  staff,  and  they  made  the  best 
selection  they  could.  He  knew  what  Mr. 
Turnbull  referred  to  for  he  had  already 
“ had  it  over  with  him  ’’  in  the  street. 
(Laughter.) 

Mrs.  Palmer  (Southampton) : We  did 

not  hear  what  was  your  answer  to  Mr. 
Turnbull  on  the  question  of  the  appoint- 
ment. 

The  Chairman : The  question  was  as  to 
employing  a certain  gentleman  as  traveller 
instead  of  somebody  else.  The  right  of 
appointment  is  vested  in  the  committee. 

A Delegate : We  are  entitled  to  know 
what  are  the  special  circumstances. 

The  Chairman:  It  is  a matter  of  man- 
agement, and  you  will  have  to  leave  it. 

Banking  Business. 

In  answer  to  a delegate,  Mr.  Varley 
gave  some  details  as  to  the  rate  of  interest 
paid  by  the  C.W.S.  Bank.  He  explained 
that  the  board  could  afford  to  give  more 
than  other  banks  because  the  directors  did 
not  get  large  incomes  from  the  banking 
department. 

Mr.  Turnbull  raised  a question  as  to  an 
amount  of  £18,000  due  irom  a builders' 
society,  and  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
security  offered. 

A Winchester  delegate  regretted  that 
there  were  sixty-seven  distributive  socie- 
ties not  banking  with  the  C.W.S. 

Mr.  Varley  replied  that  sixty-seven  was 
a small  proportion  of  the  total  number. 
These  were  mostly  small  societies.  As  to 
the  point  raised  by  Mr.  Turnbull,  the 
society  referred  to  was  registered  under 
the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Act 
They  had  banked  with  the  C.W.S.,  and 
they  asked  for  an  overdraft  for  the  pur- 
’pose  of  building  houses,  submitting  a 
certain  security  which  was  good  and  ample 
up  to  a particular  point.  As  the  society 
developed  they  submitted  from  time  to 
time  a balance  sheet  which  was  certified 
by  qualified  accountants,  and  the  property 
was  certified  by  valuers.  The  society  was 
now  in  the  hands  of  a liquidator. 

Wages  at  Silvertown. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Barnes 
(London),  stated  that  on  July  11th  notice 
was  given  to  the  two  unions  concerned  that 
it  was  intended  to  fix  a certain  reduction 
in  wages  at  Silvertown.  On  July  12th  the 
N.U.D.A.W.  wrote  asking  for  an  inter- 
view. The  board  interviewed  the  repre- 
sentatives and  had  other  interviews,  and 
the  whole  matter  dragged  on  for  about 
three  months.  An  offer  was  made  to  give 
the  employees  the  Trade  Board  rate  plus 
10  per  cent.,  but  the  unions  refused  to 
accept  it.  The  only  thing  the  board  could 
do  was  to  give  notice  to  the  employees 
that  at  a certain  time  their  engagements 
would  terminate  with  the  option  of  signing 
a document  agreeing  to  the  terms.  Every- 
one, except  two  or  three  of  the  employees 
who  were  ill,  signed  the  document.  “This 
is  how  the  Wholesale  acted,’’  the  Chairman 
concluded,  “ and  I hope  that  it  meets  with 
your  approval."  (Applause.) 


Criticisms  and  Suggestions. 

Mr.  Salmon  (Colchester)  said  that  the 
^®Port  asked  for  increased  trade,  and 
toted  that  the  remedy  was  in  the  hands 
°\  tlie  retail  societies.  Some  of  them 
Joshed  that  this  was  absolutely  true,  for 
~ it  were  so  they  felt  convinced  that  the 
trade  of  the  C.W.S.  would  increase  in 
volume.  Some  of  them  would  like  to  know 
R,1at  steps  the  directors  were  taking  to 
Ascertain  the  cause  of  a large  volume  of 
trade  passing  the  . doors  of  the  Wholesale. 
Peaking  with  considerable  experience 
""d  knowledge  lie  found  that  all  the  fault 
w°s  tot  on  one  side. 

v,  r-.  E.  Clark  (the  new  manager  of  the 
Norwich  Society)  considered  that  when  a 
®n’  Victory  was  started,  and  when  the 
rail  was  engaged,  membership  of  the  local 
foty  should  be  suggested,  although  it 
'got  not  be  made  a condition  of 
gflployment. 

Turnbull  (Dartford)  drew  attention 
the  lact  that  a traveller  had  been 
PPointed  by  the  board  without  the  vacancy 
•mug  been  advertised,  and  no  member 
tj'o  staff  had  been  advanced  to  the 
position. 

Chairman,  in  reply,  stated  that  each 
Qiittee  had  before  them  the  question 
^sponal  national  advertising.  They 
j.  . “ 'oniember  that  national  advertising 
ft1  ?<  ,none.V  an(l  had  to  be  paid  for. 

Hint  * Manufactured  so  many  articles 
ortir,i  ° give  KFet'ial  advertising  to  every 
niad  ''n'1*1*  t!,.ke  every  profit  which  was 
Uie  auditor  would  reply  as  to  the 
re®H°n  the  Government  allowance.  As 
tW*  s ‘'Ir-  Salmon's  comments,  lie  thought 
ivlm  P°°Ple  interested  in  the  C.W.S.. 
do  fk  .nione?  was  invested  there,  would 
T)  ltMr  utmost  to  assist  the  business, 
to  r,e  "e.re.  time 8 when  private  firms  had 
®ar  their  stocks  to  meet  the  bank,  and 
gomft  f00M8  "ere  thrown  on  the  market. 
8ral  , * le  buyers  took  advantage  of  this, 

t0  fi)  r”e5U,ontly  the  orders  did  not  come 
e C.W.S.  “Give  us  your  orders  and 


Shilbottle  Colliery  Profits. 

Mr.  Brooks,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Whit- 
field (London)  stated  that  the  Shilbottle 
Colliery  now  showed  a profit.  The  board 
were  recognising  the  trade  union  conditions 
and  a little  more.  All  the  miners  were 
given  a week’s  holiday  with  pay.  The  new 
shaft  was  going  down  1,000  feet.  They 
were  down  420  feet  on  the  south  shaft,  and 
300  feet  on  the  north  shaft. 

Boots  and  Shoes. 

In  reply  to  Mrs.  Palmer  (Southampton), 
Mr.  Adams  (London),  and  a Norwich 
delegate,  Mr.  King  said  different  towns 
had  different  tastes  as  regards  boots.  He 
thought  there  was  room  for  a better  style 
in  the  ladies'  boots.  The  committee  were 
now  producing  a sample  of  more  tasteful 
boots  than  before  at  Leicester.  Changes 
had  been  made  at  Leicester,  and  they  were 
very  hopeful  as  to  the  result.  The  demand 
for  boots  and  shoes  was  being  met  at  the 
other  factories.  As  soon  as  the  board  were 
justified  in  putting  the  new  factory  at 
Norwich  in  operation  it  would  be  done. 

The  committee's  report  was  adopted. 

Success  of  the  C.I.S. 

Mr.  Varley  announced  that  the  C'.I.S. 
had  dealt  with  17,000  insurance  proposals 
in  one  week  as  indicating  the  success  which 
was  attending  this  branch. 

A Delegate  caused  amusement  by  sug- 
gesting that  the  movement  should  embark 
on  the  undertaking  business. 

The  Maxwell  Fund. 

The  committee’s  recommendation  respect- 
ing a grant  of  £100  to  the  Sir  W.  Maxwell 
Testimonial  Fund.  was  unanimously 
approved  without  discussion. 

The  Cost  of  Exhibitions. 

Mr.  W.  Rogers  (Northampton)  proposed 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


A srntiT  of  gcod  humour,  so  characteristic 
of  the  county,  reigned  supreme  at  the  CAV.S. 
Yorkshire  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held 
in  the  up-to-date  premises  of  the  live  Wake- 
field Industrial  Society.  The  chairman,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Goliglitly  (director),  contributed  bis 
share,  for  after  introducing  his  colleagues  on 
the  board,  Messrs.  J.  Hawkins,  J.  Penny, 
and  J.  Bradshaw,  along  with  Air.  F.  Lees 
and  Air.  J.  W.  Prestwich  (office),  lie  at  on/e 
said  lie  was  there  to  deal  with  tilings 
frankly  and  fairly. 

“I  am  not  known  as  a pessimist.  My 
friends  say  I am  quite  an  optimist,"  lie 
began.  “ It  is  very  dangerous  to  enter  into 
the  region  of  prophecy,  but  I think  we  can 
claim  that,  deepite  of  the  difficulties  created 
by  the- war  and  since  the  war.  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  has  sustained  its  position  as 
one  of  the  important  economic  forces  on 
which  this  country  has  to  rest.  T can  safely 
say  to-day,  so  far  as  it  is  is  humanly  pcssible. 
vve  have  now  reached  the  bottom  in  the 
way  of  depreciation  of  stocks,  and  all  that 
kind  of  thing.  We  have  gone  through 
unprecedented  circumstances,  and  wc  have 
m8t  the  situation  fairly  well. 

“ AVe  are  a long  way  better  off  than  the  men 
who  built  up  the  movement,"  the  Chairman 
proceeded.  “ The  reserves  of  nearly  thirty 
years  have  been  eaten  up,  and  it  means  we 
jaust  start  again  to  build  up.  AVe  liavo  one 
oi  the  finest  economic  forces  in  the  world, 
and  all  we  ne&d  is  to  b?  faithful  to  our  prin- 
ciples and  our  professions.  We  nave 
returned  to  a profit-making  basis  in  certain 
departments,  and  we  commence  the  year 
with  reserves  of  considerably  over  £600,000. 
Let  us  exercise  forbearance  and  sympathy 
with  everybody  else  in  difficulties,  and  ail 
will  be  well." 

Srponaceous  Salvation. 

The  opening  note  from  the  floor  came  from 
Air.  Oldroyd  (Meltham),  who,  remarking  on 
the  net  profit  of  £23,521  for  the  half-year, 
said  it  was  a good  job  for  the  C.W.S.  that 
they  had  a 6onp  works  making  a profit  of 
£247,000,  otherwise  there  would  be  big 
losses  to  report. 

“It  shows  we  are  co-operatively  working," 
said  the  Chairman.  “ when  one  department 
can  help  a lame  dog  over  the  stile." 

Who  Does  the  Banking? 

A query  from  Air.  AY  root  (Keighley) 
elicited  the  information  that  there  are  now 
banking  with  the  C.W.S.  1,026  co-operative 
societies,  7,748  trade  unions  and  friendly 
societies,  2,698  clubs,  <fcc.,  and  3,794  indivi- 
duals— a total  of  15,266. 

The  banking,  the  Chairman  told  ATr.  Uttley 
(Halifax)  had  not  been  affected  by  with- 
drawals through  the  Building  Guild  opera- 
tions. Personally,  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred a round-table  talk  before  the  Guild 
became  rivals  with  the  C.W.S.  in  building. 

Loyalty  and  .Cheapness. 

Groceries  and  provisions  showed  a decrease 
of  25  per  cent.,  and  Air.  Oldroyd  (Aleltliam) 
said  Ins  society’s  purchases  outside  the  move- 
ment now  were  more  than  for  twenty  years 
past : they  could  buy  cheaper  outside. 

A Voice : Name  the  article. 

Air.  Oldroyd  : I would  rather  not  give  it. 

A Second  A’oice : Let’s  have  it  plainly. 
You  hovo  spoken  plainly.  Be  a man! 

Mr.  Day  (Doncaster) : Our  buyers  tell  us 
these  fairy  tales,  but  we  don’t  swallow  them 
without  inquiry. 

It  came  out  in  later  discussion  that  sugar 
and  flour  could  be  bought  cheaper  outside. 

“ If  we  are  not  in  the  market,”  the  Chair- 
man commented,  “ then  we  must  get  into  it. 
AVe  ought,  in  the  main,  to  do  as  well  as 
other  people."  The  matter  would  be  men- 
tioned in  the  proper  quarter. 

Adorning  Our  Women. 

The  loss  on  the  shirt  factories  was  ex- 
plained by  Mr.  Penny  as  being  due  to 
depreciation. 

A Great  Horton  Delegate  gave  the  Brad- 


ford woollen  mill  credit  for  turning  out  “ a 
cloth  that  adorns  the  backs  of  the  women  of 
England  as  no  one  else  could."  (Laughter.) 

The  First  Time. 

AA' ringing  machines  are  made  a speciality 
"I  at  ( '-tklmcl.  said  the  -ncii'tY's  r<  pit-  n- 
tative,  Mr.  Bradley,  but  they  had  had  great 
trouble  with  the  cogs. 

“ It  is  the  first  time  we  directors  have  had 
a complaint  about  the  Keighley  works,’’  said 
Air  Bradshaw,  who  promised  a full  inquire. 

Mr.  Penny  told  Air.  Hall  (Cleckheatonj 
that  there  is  a slump  right  round  in  the 
corset  trade.  “ I don’t  think  ladies  are 
wearing  them  so  much."  (Laughter.) 

The  Chairman  undertook  personally  to 
inquire  into  the  question  of  the  C.W.S. 
dining  rooms  costing  £25,000.  to  which 
attention  was  drawn  by  Air.  Morton 
(Windhill). 

Trade  Unions  and  Unfair  Competition. 

A lengthy  reply  was  given  by  the  Chair- 
man on  the  wages  question.  Air.  Golightly 
spoke  ns  a trade  unionist  of  forty-five  years’ 
standing  who  had  never  been  out  of  bene- 
fit. “ There  have  been  considerable  reduc- 
tions in  wages,"  lie  said,  “ and  there  will 
have  to  be. more.  AAre  are  trying  to  mini- 
mise and  make  it  as  painless  as  possible." 
It  was  quite  untrue  to  say,  as  was  said  at 
the  Trade  Unions  Congress,  that  many  of 
the  reductions  had  been  made  without  nego- 
tiation. “ AVe  are  desirous  of  doing  the 
right  thing.  AVe  are  handling  the  savings 
cf  the  working  class.  This  is  our  business. 
AVe  have  built  it  up,  and  we  must  be 
allowed  to  manage  it.  AAre  must  not  be  put 
in  unfair  competition."  Figures  were  put 
in  as  proof,  as,  for  instance,  the  rate  of 
wages  per  £100  of  sales  in  the  Alauchester 
distributive  departments  pre-war  amounted 
to  17s.  lid.,  as  against  25s.  8d.  the 
present  charge.  The  printing  works  have 
done  away  with  all  profit  because  of  in- 
creased wages  and  less  hours  than  anybody 
else  in  the  district.  “ AVe  are  singled,  out 
to  pay  10  per  cent,  more  than  other  people," 
he  added.  “ We  can’t  live  unless  we  are 
put  on  the  same  basis  as  others." 

Grant  and  No  Grant. 

All  agreed  to  the  donation  of  £100  to  the 
Maxwell  Testimonial  Fund. 

The  proposal  to  give  £100  to  the  Midland 
Section  Exhibition  was  not  entertained. 

For  More  Democratic  Voting. 

The  Gateshead  resolution  was  moved  by 
Air.  Pearson  (Jarrow  and  Hebburn),  as  the 
present  method  of  election  to  the  C.W.S. 
board  was  not  democratic.  The  successful 
candidate  should  have  a clear  majority  over 
all  the  others. 

Air.  Bradley  (Castleford)  seconded. 

The  Torquay  and  the  Oldham  amendments 
were  taken  as  read. 

The  voting  was  as  follows: — Oldham:  22 
for,  48  against.  Torquay:  1 for,  48  against. 
Gateshead : 71  for,  28  against. 

There  was  keen  competition  for  the  next 
place  of  meeting,  an  overwhelming  vote 
favouring  Huddersfield  as  against  Keighley 
and  Hecumondwike. 

Sixty  societies  were  represented  at  the 
meeting  by  176  delegates. 


AS  OTHERS  SEE  US. 


“It  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
throughout  the  whole  period  since  the  war 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  has 
maintained  its  interest  on  capital — so  that 
it  has  really  done  better  for  the  sharehold- 
ing societies  than  many  private  concerns 
have  done  for  their  investors.  The  fad 
that  much  of  their  own  capital  is  invested 
with  the  C.W.S.  has  been  a source  of  finan- 
cial strength  to  the  retail  distributive 
societies  throughout  the  country." — “Ihe 
Economist. ” 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

the  resolution  standing  in  the  names  of 
Derby  Provident  and  other  societies.  He 
stated  that  at  the  joint  exhibition  held  at 
Nottingham  the  C.AV.S.  had  half  the  large 
hall  and  a bit  of  another  part.  The  pro- 
ductive societies  had  the  remainder.  The 
estimated  cost  to  the  Exhibition  Commit- 
tee in  making  provision  for  the  C.AV.S., 
not  including  the  hire  of  tlie  hall,  amounted 
to  £125.  The  committee  had  asked  the 
C.AV.S.  to  give  a contribution  towards  the 
cost  of  the  exhibition,  but  they  ln\d  flatly 
refused. 

A Delegate  seconded. 

Air.  Varley  submitted  that  if  the  C.AV.S. 
did  not  exhibit  there  would  be  no  exhibi- 
tion. (“  No,  no.")  The  C.AV.S.  spent 
£575s'0iv  the  exhibition.  These  exhibitions 
were  governed  by  tlie  rules  laid  down  by 
Congress,  and  these  had  been  fulfilled  in 
respect  of  the  Nottingham  exhibition. 

The  voting  resulted  as  follows: — For, 
88;  against,  268. 

The  Method  of  Election. 

Air.  Baldock  (Gateshead)  moved  tlie 
motion  submitted  by  his  own  and  other 
northern  societies.  He  stated  that  although 


there  were  only  four  societies  whose  names 
were  attached  to  the  motion  there_  were  a 
large  number  of  societies  in  the  Northern 
Section  supporting  it.  He  quoted  from 
the  figures  of  the  elections,  published  in 
the  “ C'o-operative  News,"  to  show  that 
candidates  had  been  elected  by  a minority 
vote. 

Air.  Chapman  (Newcastle),  in  seconding, 
stated  that  the- societies  could  not  be  satis- 
fied with  the  system  when  men  were 
elected  to  the  board  by  one-fifth  of  the 
votes  cast. 

The  two  amendments  were  formally 
moved.  The  voting  resulted  ns  under : — 
Torquay  amendment:  For,  40;  against, 

465.  Oldham  amendment:  For,  46; 

against,  459.  Gateshead  motion:  For, 

281 ; against,  23. 

The  Time  of  Meeting. 

The  proposal  of  the  Guildford  Society 
that  the  next  London  meeting  should 
commence  at  10-30  was  considered. 

The  Guildford  Delegate  alleged  that  in- 
sufficient time  was  at  present  given  to  the 
discussions.  The  weakness  of  the  present 
system  was  shown  in  the  fact  that  the  hall 
was  half-empty  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

The  votes  recorded  were: — For,  55 
against,  191. 
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C.W.S.  TRADING.  - 

1 HOW  EXPENSES  HAVE  RISEN. 

LOYALTY  AND  ECONOMY 

ESSENTIAL. 

AUDITORS’  WISE  WORDS. 

Ma.  B.  T ft  low  (C.-W.S.  auditor),  spcak- 
ing  sit  tlio  Newcastle  divisional  quarterly 
meeting1,  snicl'tlftit-he  did'nol  tliink  that  the 
directors  wort1:  satisfied  with  -liuvnV  ol  the 
result*  shown  in  the.  balance  sheet;  but 
these  were  the  best,  that  cptjld  be  liopal 
for.  and  he  thought  they  had  good  reason 
to  expect  hotter  results  in  the  near  future. 
After,  giving  a detailed  statement  of  the 
balance  shoot  entries  relating  to  the  money 
received  from  the  Government  in. respect  of 
control  of  the  flour  mills  and  the  colliery, 
Mr.  Tetlow  traced  the  financial  position  of 
the.  society  since  J-91  L . In  the  course  of  the 
first  four  years  capital  doubled  and  sales 
increased,  and  in  1915  there  was  a maximum 
dividend  of  6d.  in  the  pound.  During  the 
following  years  rales  increased  until  in 
1920  the  maximum  was  obtained.  Now  the 
sales  had  fallen  to  the  1918  standard.  The 
point  he  wanted  to  make  was  that,  whilst 
tile  sales  Were  going  up,  the  reduction  in 
working  expenses — when  at  the  lowest  point 
-—.had  never  exceeded  Id.  iu  the  pound. 
Silky  had.  now  fallen  40  per  oent..  and  the 
rate  of.  working  expenses  had  practically 
doubled.  • - 

The  Highest  Costs. 

Three  items  (1)  wages;  (2)  rates  and 
taxes;  and  (3)  interest  and  depreciation, 
accounted  for  75  per  cent,  of  the  total  ex- 
penses of 'the  society.  During  four  years 
— since"  1918 — wage>j  bad  increased  70 
per  cent.,  interest  and  depreciation 

84  J per  cent.,  and  rates  and  taxes 
137  per  cent.  These  figures  justi- 

fied two  remarks.  The  first  was  with 
reference  to  the -loyalty  co-operative  mem- 
bers qould. -bring  to,  thy  C.W.S.  It  was  a 
vital  ’.'necessity  to  make  (lie  premises  find 
njpch’inery  into  paying  propositions.  The 
sqcoud  point  was  that  they  must  have  the 
strictest  economy.  Loyalty  from  the"  out- 
sTde,  economy,  with  the  help  of  the  dele- 
gates, inside.  He.  was  prepared  to  say  that 
for  alf  practical  purposes  the  institution  was 
competent  to  carry  on  the  business  of  socie- 
ties as  economically  and  efficiently  as 
before.  Jhe  losses  of  the  past  few  years, 
.amounting  to  oyer  five  millions,  had  i’-Ot 
impaired  the  efficiency  of  the  machine;  they 
had  been  met  out  of  the  enormous  reserves. 
As  a r££ult,  they  Had  added  the  two  millions 
of  over-depreciations  that  had  taken  place, 
and — they  -had  - brought  hack  as  capital 
charges  one-and-a-half  millions  for  ma- 
chinery, plant,  and  fixtures  previously 
written  off  through  revenue. 

Rost  ore  Reserves. 

Hi.s  feeling  was  that  whilst  so-  ieties 
were  strongly  in  need  of  dividend,  under 
presept  circumstances  they  would  be  well 
advised  if"tliey  made  the  first  charge  upon 
profit sj  fitter  payment  ti  a minimum  divi- 
dend, the  writing  iff  of1  the  one-aml-a-half 
millions  balance.  The  bank  assets  were  ex- 
ceedingly good.  All  were  written  down  to 
market  values,  involving  a sum  of  from 
£600, 00G  to  £7'X),000.  Ninety-seven  per 
cent,  of  these  investments  were  redeemable 
at  par  at  definite  dates,  so  that  this  mcney 
would  tome  into  t lie  society  as  the  various 
investments"  mature  1. 

Mr.  Bentley,'  in  presenting  the  auditors’ 
report  at  the-  London  meeting,  stated  that 
right  through  tho  balance  sheet  there  had 
been  an  attempt  to  consolidate  the. funds  of 
the  C.W.S.  If. they  .looked  at  the  balance 
sheet  front  the  company  point  T.f  view  they 
would  find  that  - in  interest  .-6619,000  had 
been  paid  away  before  the  profits  had  been 
ascertained,  in  addition  to  the  amount  of 
.6374,000  chnrged^for  depreciation.  After 
doing  this  there  was  a net  trade  profit  of 
.623,000.  The  C.W.S.  had  not  only  made 
this  profit,  but  had  provided  for  a lot  of 

[Continued  in  fourth  column]. 


BANKING  MATTERS. 


BRANCH  OPENED  FOR  BRISTOL  DISTRICT. 


PASS  BOOKS  AND  RECEIPTS; 


The  Western  divisional  Meeting  was  held 
iu  the  Ashembly  Hall,  Broad  Quay.  Bristol. 
There  were  110  delegates  pro -.■ui,  repre- ; 
sent’ng  thirty-eight  societies.  MY.  P. 
Coley  (director) -occupied  tile  -chair,  and  he 
was  supported  on  the  platform  by  Sir 
Thomas  Allen  and  Mr,  T,  (1.  Arnold  (co- 
dirtrtoj'sX,  also  by  Messrs.  J.  M bite. (Bristol 
office)  and  W.  A.  Dougina  (bank  depart- - 
liient).  ’ ' 

The  Chairman  referred  to  the  attendance 
of  .Air.  Douglas,  who  had  I sen  appointed 
mnnagerof  theJDa.uk  department  Jri  liristo),. 
and  he  congratulated"  the  'district  oil  being 
Dirge  chough  to  now  have  a branch  ol  it's 
own. 

Trade  Topics, 

Mr.  Marks  (Bristol)  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee’s appeal  to  the  distributive  societies 
for  increased  trade,  and  said  this  rested  to 
a .greater  extent  with  the  Wholesale  So- 
ciety, and  that  it  involved  the  question  as 
to  wlielhe/  the  - directors  wore  prepared  to 
pay  a dividend.  Their  experience  in  Bristol 
was  that  from  time  to  time  they  could 
huy  such  commodities  as  bacon,  sugar, 
flour,  &c.,  much  cheaper  outside  tillin' they 
could  through  the  Wholesale.  1 • 

Mr.  Cload  (Torquay)  said  it  was  incon- 
sistent of  the.  directors  to  ask  societies  to 
l)o  loyal  when  .the  Wholesale  went  outside 
for  certain  articles,  and  instanced  the  case 
of  a C.W.S.  traveller  who  called  upoit  li  is 
society  with  samples  of  men’s  underwear, 
and  only  two  of  lus  samples  were  of  C.W.S. 
make. 

A Rndstock  Delegate  asked  for  informa- 
tion regarding  the  insurance  fund,  and  said 
this  fund  had  played  a:  prominent  part  in 
the  recent- losses. -- 

Sir  Thomas  Allen  stated  that  the  fund 
was  built  up  withip  their, own  organisation, 
and  now  had  a credit  balance  of  over 
61,000.000,  which  was  in  the  nature'  of 'a' 
reserve  fund  within  the  society. 

, The  Chairman  regretted  to  hear  the 
remarks  made  by  Mr.  Marks,  and  said  ’the 
matter  would  be  brought  before  the  grocery 
committee. 

Banking. 

Mr.  Cload  (Torquay)  complained  of  the 
way  individual  depositor*,’  pass-books!  were 
returned  from  the  bank  department,  and 
stated  this  niajtter  had  been  raised  on  tw;o 
previous  occasions,  and  at  the  last  meeting 
a promise  was  made  that  the  question 
should  be  gone  into,  but  apparently  nothing 
had  been  done. * 

Delegates  from  Swindon  and  Worcester 
also  complained  that  receipts-  were  sent  to 
depositors  in  open  envelopes. 

Mr.  Hill  (Leicester)  desired  to  know 
whether  the  board  of  management  con- 
sidered that  everything  was  being  done  to 
develop  the  banking  department,  and 
whether  they  thought  they  were  giving  the 
fullest  possible  facilities  for  individual 
co-operators  to  utilise  the  banking  service. 

Sir  Thomas  Allen  replied  that  they  were 
certainly  not  satisfied,  but  they  had  to  be 
exceedingly  careful  how  they  proceeded. 
Regarding  the  question  of  receipts  being 
sent  in  open  envelopes,  no  doubt  this."  had 
been  done  with  a view  to  economy,  but  he 
would  endeavour  to  see  what  could  be  done 
in  the'  direction  named. 

Tea  and  Cocoa. 

Air.  Hooper  (Bath  and  Twerton)  com- 
mented upon  the  decrease  in  the  tea  sup- 
plies. and  desired  to  know  if  the  decrease 
was  due  to  the  deterioration  in  quality  of 
the  tea,  and  stated  they  had  received  a 
number  of  complaints  from  their  members 
regarding  the  quality  of  tea. 

Air.  Arnold  said  he  had  no  recollection  of 
any  complaints  regarding  the  quality  of  tea 
supplied  during  the  past  three  months.  The 
question  of  the  decrease  in  tea  was,  how- 
ever, receiving  the  committee's’  attention. 


C.W.S.  Name  Missing. 

Duyey  (Torquay)  complained  that 
•en  supplied  with  marmalade,  but 
C.W.S.’  did  nofc  appear 


M 

they  had  b 

the  name  of  tl 
on  the  label. 

Mr.,  Davey  (Tprqqav)  , stated  they  had 
occasion  to  cider  some  twine. , hut  when  it 
came  to  hand  they  were  not  satisfied  with 
it.  and  on  taking  the  matter  up  were  sur- 
prised .to  leurn  that  it  had  been  "bought 
from  a private  source. 

Woollen  Mills. 

Mr.  Cload  (Torquay)  said  there  was  an 
enormous  amount  of  trade  goilig  past  the 
Wholesale.  . Ft  might  be  that  they,  had  not 
adapted  their  mills  to  the  requirements  of 
distributive-  .societies,  liut  it  was  beyond 
question- that  the  "Wholesale  were  purchasing 
vast  quantities  of  clolli  outside  their  own 
mills. 

Mr.  Arnold  replied  that-  the  drapery  com- 
mittee had  been  giving  tins,  matter  atten- 
tion for  some  time.  ‘A  conference  of  man- 
agers of  the  various  woollen  mills  had  been 
held  recently.,  and  they  were  not  only  fixing 
lines  of  demarcation  so  that  there  should 
be  ho  overlapping  as  between  mills;  but 
they  were- desirous  that  the  cloth  should  be 
used  in  their  clothing 'factories  t-o  a grentqr 
extent  than  it  had  been.. 

The  report  and  balance  sheet  were  then 
adopted. 

The  donation  of  6100  to  the  Maxwell 
Testimonial  Fund  was  unanimously 
approved. 

Value  of  Exhibitions. 

Air.  Hill  (Leicester)  moved  the  midland 
resolution  relative  to  "a  "grant  to  the  Sec- 
tional Exhibition  -Fund.  r He"  said  exhibi- 
tions were  one  of  the  things  that  - brought 
trade,  and  if  trade  wen t into  fhe  'move- 
ment, the  Wholesale  would  benefit.  The 
productive  and  distributive  societies’ in  the 
area  were  hearing  their-  share  of  the  ex- 
penses, and  they  asked  that- the  Wholesale 
should  bear  their  share  also. 

Air.  Barber  "(ATcester)  seconded  the 
motion. 

-Sir  T-liomas  Allen,  on  behalf-ofr  the>  board, 
asked  the  delegates  to  reject  the  motion. 
It  was  distinctly  understood  by  resolution  of 
a previous  Congress  that,  as  far  as  the  local 
expenses’  of  putting  or  receiving  the  exliiBi- 
tion  were  concerned,  they  should  -be  borne 
by  societies  within  the  section.  The  Whole- 
sale thought  it  had  done  enough  with  regard 
to  these  exhibitions. 

The  Voting'was  as'follows  : — For  the  reso- 
lution, 5;  against,  105. 

Election  Proposals. 

The  Gateshead  resolution  relative  to  elec- 
tions of  C.W.S.  directors  having  been 
moved, 

Mr.  Cload  - (Torquay)  said  that,  as  the 
Torquay  and  Oldham  amendments  .were, 
practically  identical,  he  moved  the  Oldham 
amendment.  It  was  admitted  that  the 
methods  of  election  of  the  Wholesale  board 
in  the  past  had  not  been  all  that  could  be 
desired.  He  considered,  that,  the  proposals 
put  forward  by  tlie  Gateshead  and  other 
societies  were  not  the  best.  He  did  not 
think  that  a better  method  co.uld  be  got  at 
the  present  time  than  proportional  repre- 
sentation. . 

The  voting  was  as  follows: — For  Oldham 
Society’s  amendment,  72;  against,  4.  For 
Torquay  Society's  amendment,  25;  against, 
9.  For  Gateshead  resolution,  12;  against, 
57. 


CAMERA  CLUBS. 

Secretaries  of  co-operative  camera  clubs 
will  oblige  if  they  will  send  copies  of  their 
rules  aud  of  the  year’s  syllabus  to  the 
Editor,  “.Co-operative  News,’’  Long  Mill- 
gate,  Manchester. 


SWAT  THAT  SWEATER 

WHAT  THE  WHOLESAIE 

IS  DOING. 


Mu.  F.  C.  Ckowther  (C.W.x. 

Ins  many- booking  in  tin n , 1,™  1,1  !l> 

the  autumn  and  winter.  He  imiHuJ'!?* 
season  last  We  k with  a splendid  - , , 1 j; 

ings  under  the  auspices  of  tli<-  ( v '*'• 
OvT  i;, 500  ‘"people  attend.  .1  i.,,.  -.4’;'"'.’  ,-v\ 
Howllen- Ic- Wear,  Crook,  W.it.-h  ■ .!"  ,5‘ 
Stanley,  to  hear  Mr.  Crowth.  1'  l< . ,n,  , 

“ Hands  Off  the  People’s  Food."  "Iw| 

The  title  suggested’  politics  but  (he  iwt 
dealt. .with  it  from  the  ecpnoniji  p- .int  of  v;,‘ 
Economics  meant  bread  and  'l.m  1, ., 
o point  ion’  was"  0 bread  and  but  t.  ii'ow-nyW 
which,  from  its  inception;  t-n.  1<-  ivoVirciiY 
supply  the  jicople  with  food  five  f 1 . u,,  t|1(, 
of  the  sweater;  the  food  gambler,  the  a<|? 
rator,  and  trickster.  The  swf.il'  1 ,. 

scrupulous,  and  some  foods  were  preiiarvX 
for  private  gain  under  condition^  whieli  ncri 
a scandal  to'  decent  people.  Throughout 
Christian  era  people  had  recited  tin-  Lof|, 
Prayer  and  asked  to  he  given  'Our  Daily, 
Broad.”  But  greed  had  urged  individual*,  ti, 
devise  all  sorts  of  tricks  to  frustrate  the  pnwv, 
being  answered.  .The  only  effective  way 
to  deal  with  the  food  gambler  was  to  support 
the  food  factories  of  the  C.W.S.,  where  loud 
wm  produced  under  hygienic  conditions. 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

SOCIETIES  FRIENDLY  RELATIONS1 
WITH  FARMERS. 


A well- attended-  meeting  of  representa- 
tives of  noithern  societies  belonging  the 
National  Co-operative  Milk  Consumers’  Fixtei 
ration,  was  held  in  Manchester  last  week, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  0.  Parmer 
'(chairman),  when  reports'  Avert-  received'  in 
regard  to  ihe  arrangements  made  for  obtain- 
ing supplies  of  milk  for  the  winter  season.- 
In  a number  of  cases  contracts  had  been  nude 
for  six  montiis  on  satisfactory  terms,  and  evm 
where  definite  agreements  had  not  been  enteral 
into,  supplies  were  coming  through  as  usual 
This  circumstance  was  taken  as  pointing  very 
favourably  to  a continuation  of  business,  aid 
did  not  call  for  any  change  in  the  decision-ill 
the  previous  meeting.  Societies  and  their 
farmers  had  conducted  negotiations  in  the  test 
spirit,  and  trading  connections  of  many  years' 
standing  were  maintained. 

The-  question'  of  the  Federation  having 
representation  on  the  permanent  joint  com- 
mittee of  ^reducers  ajid  retailers,  .\vliich  are 
being  formed  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
.to  fix  the  wholesale  and  retail  prices  of  milk, 
.fee.,  was  fully,  disoussed  and  referred  10  tho 
executive  to  consider  and  submit  further 
details,  prior  to  a general  meeting  to  be  called, 
at  an  early  date.  u 

It  was  agreed  societies  in  this  section  should 
bo  asked  for  a special  contribution,  to 
the  expenses  of  the  work  of  the  area,  . 


[Continued  from  first  column.] 

things  the  multiple  companies  did  not 
vide  for. 

As  regards  the  amount  due  from  tW. 
Government,  the  auditors  were  i>erfe>-ti. 
satisfied  with  regard  to  the  figures, 
fact,  they  hail  had  a osrtiticsite  trm 
finance  department  of  the  Government,  * 
mitting  liability  for  the  amount  - stated.  1 
-did  not  think  that  the  matter  c-oii  d «• 
been  dealt  with  in  any  ether  way  1 ban  • 
one  adopted  in  the  balance  :”'K'y  , . 
auditors  were  satisfied  with  the  assets  s 1 
in  tlie  balanca  sheet. 

The  C.W.S.  was  in  a sound,  financial 
position  with  very  ample  reserves. 

The  bank  department,  he.  pi oreedf^tt1'”^ 
in  a.  prond  and  healthy  posit i a.  ”°- 
not  think  for  one  moment  that  1 !ero 
any  bank  in  this  country  in  a licit-  ' I‘ 
tion  tlian  the  C.W.S.  Bank.  (AppliM-5- 


C.W.S.  ELECTION  RESULTS. 

DETAILED  VOTING  FIGURES. 

Below  we  give  the  detailed  figures  in  connection  with  the 
voting  for  the  C.W.S.  Board  and  Auditor. 

NEWCASTLE  DISTRICT. 


Namo  of  Candidate. 


No.  of  Votes  Recorded. 

is 

11 

a « 

i 

^0 

•English,  Job.  ...... 

Kiddle,  Goo 

M'Ewoii.  G.A 

Mngin,  John 

Doddfl,  R.  I 

Dodds,  William 

White.  J.  VV 

NIchol,  Ci.  R 

Wight,  Joseph 

Jackson,  W 

Thompson,  T 

Wotherell,  J.  N.  . . 

Forrest  W 

Birkett.  J.  T 

Walker,  T 

Boamson.  J 

Little.  M 

Moore,  J.  Q 

Lesllo-Sniith,  J.  B. 
illation,  J.oa.  4 


MANCHESTER  DISTRICT. 


Namo  of  Candidate. 


Bradshaw,  Jos. 

Marshall,  Clias 

Whlteloy,  Edgar . . 
Tapping,  A.  J.'.’.  ; 
Jones,  David  .... 

Major,  G.  ... 

Goodenough,  Geo. 
Jones,  A.  Jr.'.  . 

Abbotts,  W.  ,... 

Pickup,  A.  

Sutton,  J.  W 

Whittaker,  William 
Aleock,  Fred  ...  . 
Buckley,  F.  J.  . . ; . 
Robinson,  Richard. 

Hill.  T.  R 

Turney,  Arthur  ... 

Horricks,  A 

Wilkinson,  G.  J.  . , 

Travis,  Georgo 

Morton.  N.  J 

Richardson,  H.  ... 

Korshaw,  F 

Udell.  A-  A 

Laidler.  J.  R.  H.  . . 

Adams,  W 

Jones,  Alf 

Whitaker,  J.  H 

BarrowclotiftJj.  F-. . 


. No.  of  Votes  Recorded. 


Jq 


No.  of  Societies  tliat 
have  Voted  for 
respective  Candidates. 


ilti 


LONDON  DISTRICT. 


Johns.  J.  E 

Ramsay.  G.  A. . . 
Rogers,  W.  J.  ... 
Palmer,  Emily. . 

Bnrlton,  F, 

Williams.  D. . . 
Evans,  David 
Howie  ft.  A.  E. 


Name  of  Candidate. 

No.  of  Votes  Recordod. 

11 

i5 

Newcastle 

District. 

London 

District. 

Total. 

1723 

400 

965, 

■3093 

144 

28 

7 

77 

1 

78 

15 

18 

1 

29 

Snowdon,  Wm 

21 

7 

’VT]  L , 

' Hi 


•Elected  to  serve  two  years.  ^ ^ 

31  Voting  Papers  declared  void,  representing 


Be  a builder  for  the  Co-operative  Conimoiuvea  ^e,r’i 
ing  new  readers  for  tho  National  Publishing^ 
publications.  You  cannot  be  employed  on  better  » 
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^77or  action. 

operative  candidates  to 
LV  [MEET. 

-eff  0f  the  critical  situation  in  the 
Jy  I ,vorld,  tlte  national  committee  of 
l Co-operative  Party,  at  a meeting  held 
•Manchester  on  Wednesday,  decided  to 
10 ' a special  conference  otf  the  national 
pjittee,  political  candidates,  and  agents 
,cn^e  j,e|rf  in  London  at  an  early  date.  So 
!°  as  the  Party  are  concerned  they  are 
■ . for  the  election.  They  have  already 
flared  their  views  on  the  Near  Eastern 
cjs  thinking  that  the  circumstances  do 
"t  warrant  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the 
British  Government.  While  insisting  on 
ihe  freedom  of  the  Straits,  they  contend 
lint  this  freedom  has  been  provided  for  in 
existing  Treaties  and  as  an  international 

obligation. 

The  committee  also  sent  a message  of 
congratulation  to  Mr.  W.  Bowen,  the 
Ijbonr  candidate  in  the  Newport  election, 
lDj  Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (secretary,  C'o-opera- 
tire  Party),  is  to  speak  on  his  behalf  on 
Friday. 

A grant  of  £100  was  made  to  the  Scot- 
tish national  committee  in  support  of  a 
propaganda  scheme  for  the  formation  of 
political  study  circles.  In  view  of  tlie 
•pecial  circumstances  obtaining  in  the 
town , a grant  of  £50  was  also  made  to  the 
Sheffield  Co-operative  Party. 


The  October  letter  to  the  branches  of  the 
National  -Men’s  Guild  deals  with  “The  Co- 
operative Union- 'and  Its  Work.”  It  Jhns 
l«Y  written  by  T.  W.  Mer.ee r and  C.  E. 
W«d  (joint  lion."  secretaries  of  the  guild). 

Many  distinguished  personages  will  asso- 
riite  themselves  with  the  Derby  Society's 
exhibition  next  week.  On  the  Monday7, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson,  M.P.,  will  declare 
the  exhibition  open  ; Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Thomas,  M.P. ; Wednesday,  the  Mayor  of 
Derby;  Thursday,  Mrs.  Cottrell  (C.W.S. 
director);  Friday,  Lord  Roe;  and  ’Satur- 
day Mr.  W.  Warren  (president  of  the 
Derby  Society). 


A DETECTIVE  STORY. 

ONCE  TOO  OFTEN. 


Harvey  Mayne,  a rising  detective  in  the 
London  police  force,  having  signed  off  duty 
at  Mulberry-street,  killed  time  for  an  hour 
or  so  and  then  mado  his  way  to  a chemist's 
shop  in  the  West-End,  kept  by  an  ohl  army 
acquaintance  of  the  name  of  Stout.  The 
tyvo  "had  comp  together  in  the  1914-1919  days, 
and  had  remained  close  friends  ever  since. 

Arriving  at  the  shop,  Mayne  nodded  across 
the  counter  to  Stout,  who  was  serving  his  last 
customer,  and  passed  on  to  a private  sitting- 
room.  His  old  friend  came  along  • shortly ' 
afterwards,  and  having  done  a certain  amount 
of  “ dispensing  ” inquired  how  the  great  B.P. 
was  behaving  itself. 

11  Speaking  for  my  own  little  circle,”  replied 
Mayne,  “ and  making  one  exception,  1 am 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  people  who  find 
us  employment  have  delayed  taking  their 
summer  holidays  until  now.” 

“ W ha  t about  the  1 except  ion  ? ” asked 
Stout.  “ Is  he  in  a big  way  of  business  ? 

“ It  may  bo  a ‘ he,’  ” replied  Mayne,  44  but 
at  the  moment  a ‘she’-  occupies  my  mind; 
and  very  clever  the  girl  or  woman  is,  too.” 

It  appeared  that  the  details  of  the  case 
were  as  follows  : — •’ 

A black  sheep  had  crept  into  the  fold  at 
a local  shirt  factory,  reputed  to  be  the  biggest 
in  the  country,  and  the  manager  failing  to 
locate  it -himself  had  reported  the  matter  to 
the  officer  in  charge  at  Mulberry-street. 
He -had.  been  extremely  loth  to  do  this,  because 
up  to  the  present  the  linn  Had  hot  lost  a single 
employee  except  through  old  age,  death,  or 
marriage.  They  had  . naturally - .been  anxious 
to  preserve  this  clean  record,-  but  the  opera- 
tions of  the  “invisible  hand”  bad  been’ of 
such  a character  that  they  could  no  longer  be 
passed  by.  The . manager -came  to  the  con- 
clusion that-  some  expert  pickpocket  was  at 
work,  and  tried  the  amateur  detective  stunt 
himself.  He  also  warned  hll  the  employees, 
but  their  united  efforts  failed  to  reveal  tho 


thief  or  thieves.  The  girls  were  in  the  habit 
of  changing  their  dresses  before  sitting  down 
to  work,  and  leaving  their  walking-out  dress 
in  the  cloak-room.  Tho  “ invisible  hand  ” 
reaped  a rare  harvest,  the  amounts  varying 
from  a few  shillings  to  ns  much  as  £3  or  £4. 
The  girls  removed  the  dresses  and  put  them 
under  their  machines  or  hung  them  on  the 
wall  near  by.  It  was  not  a convenient  arrange; 
ment,  but  it  had  the  desired  effect.  Then,  the 
affair  having  blown  over,  dresses  began  to 
drift  back  again  to  the  cloak-room.  The 
majority  of  the  girls  kept  their  puises  and 
money  with  them  whilst  at  work,  but  others 
and  many  of  the -new  girls  did  not  take  this 
precaution.  Tho  “invisible  hand”  was  soon 
at  work  again,  and  the  harvest  was  little  less 
than  before,  making  it  imperative  for  the 
firm  to  take  drastic  action.  - 

“ The  chief.”  proceeded  Mayne,  “ handed 
the, case  over  to  me;  that  was  three  or  four 
days  ago  ; but  though  I have  laid  all  sorts  of 
traps  the  fly  simply  will  not  walk  into  my 
parlour, 'however  attractive  and  non-suspicious 
I make  it.” 

“ Suppose  I try  rny  hand,”  said  Stout.  “ I 
may  be  able  to  put  a little  salt  on  the  fly’s 
tail.” 

“ Good  for  you,  4 Dr.  Watson,’  ” • replied 
Mayne  ; 14  by  all  means  get  busy.’.’ 

V Very  well,”  - proceeded  Stout,  “here’s 
the  ' salt.’  ” 

. Mayne  took  it,  but  it  was  not  salt ; it  was 
a finelyiground  brown  powder. 

- Stout  , then  unfolded  his  scheme.  Mayne 
was  to  circulate  jn  the  factory  a story,  to  the 
effect  that  the  thief  had  been  laid  by  the  heels, 
and  that  the  girls  could,  use.  thecloak-ropm 
with  every  sense  of  security.  A special  dress 
was  nlso.to  be  hung  up  in  the  room, .containing 
a purse,  and  both  the  purse  and  the  inside 
of  the  pocket  were  to  be  freely  sprinkled  with 
this  powder. 

Mayne  anticipating  the  end  of  the  scheme 


and  not  thinking  much  of  it  smiled  somewhat 
indulgently.  "My  dear  ‘Watson,’”  he 
began,  44  the  girl  will  simply  wash  her  hands 
of  the  powder  and  be  as  clean  and  as  free  from 
suspicion  as  before.” 

that  is  just  what  I want  her  to  do — to 
wash  her  hands,  for  she  will  find  that  wherever 
the  powder  has  touched  there  will  be  a red 
stain,  and  that  t he  more  she  washes  the  deeper 
will  be  the  stain.” 

Ah,  said  Mayne  ; 44  I’ve  got  you  4 Steve.’ 
Go  on.” 

There  is  little  more  to  be  said,”  proceeded 
Stout.  44  Do  what  I suggest  and  watch  the 
gills  at  work  the  following  morning.  If  you 
do  not  find  one  wearing  a glove  you  can  charge 
me  up  with  the  cost  of  a new  hat.” 

" That's  a sporting  offer,”  said  Mayne, 
and  I 11  set  against  it  a box  of  any  brand  of 
cigars  you  like  to  name.” 

The  following  day  Stout  received  this  note— 
44  You  were  only  wrong  in  one  particular ; on 
the  girl’s  right  hand  was  a stocking  ! ” 

T.  C. 

RUSSIAN  DEBT  OF  C.W.S. 

Mn.  F.  C.  Kerra.v,  secretary  of  the  In. 
formation  Department  of  “ Centrosoyus  ’ 
writes  endorsing  Mr.  Goliglitl.v’s  statement: 
at.  the  Central  Board  meeting,  that  the 
C.W.S.  was  being  paid  for  goods  dispatched 
to  Russia,  although  those  goods  were  cap- 
tured by  Denikin's  army  and  never  readied 
the  Russian,  co-operatives.  .Mr.  Kenan 
regrets  that  Mr.  Goliglitly,  “ prohibly  un- 
wittingly,” gave  the  c redit  for  the  payment 
to  “ Arcos  Limited  ” instead-  of  “■  Centrosd- 
yus,”  and  adds,  “ ue  wish  to  make  it  quite 
-clear  that  Arcos  Limited  had  nothing,  to  do 
.with  the  transaction  in  question.” 

Who's  Who? 

-In  a further,  communication  Mr.  Kerran 
forwards  the  text  of  resolution’:,  passed  at 
a conference  of  Siberian  Co-operative 
Unions,  held  on  July  9th,  at  Moscow; 
“ disclaiming  connection  ” between  those 
unions  on  .the.  one  hand  and  the  Zakupsbyt 
Limited  and  the  “Joint  Committee  of 
Russian  Co-operative  Organisations  in 
London  ” on  the  other. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


SHORT  SKETCH 

A WORLD  GONE  MAD. 


"Co-operative  Nows”  Office, 

Manchester.  Wednesday. 

Mb.  R.  Halstead,  best  known  as  the  cxj 
KcreUry  of  the  Co-operative  Productive 
Federation,  is  shaking  the  dust  of  Leicester 
from  his  shoes  this  week,  and  taking  up  his 
ibode  in  Rochdale,  where  he  has  been  for- 
tmte  enough  to  secure  “ an  ’ouse.”  Tho 
change  will  make  a rest  more  certain  for  Mr. 
Ihkead;  and,  in  any'  case,  he  has  friends  in 
•toat  any  place  to  which  he  may  choose  to  go. 

1 see  Lockhart's  London  establishments 
hce  changed  owners.  I remember  one  of 
tockhart’s  places.  I drifted  into  it  a number 
d years  ago  and  went  upstairs.  I had  never 
tan  (here  before.  It  was  a quiet  time,  and 
'tore  were  few  people  in  the  upper  room  ; but 
tad  a formidable  appetite,  and  I collected 
1 hir  supply  of  buns  and  a pot  of  tea.  I had 
Cot  Propei'ly  attacked  the  supply  when  a 
^rt*laP  fame  up.  He  reminded  me  of  the 
\U^  ^Cn'<e'  ^an  'n  ' Sketches  by  4 Boz.’  ” 
„ 18  ^ to  day  ? ” the  waitress  asked, 

fn.  coffee,  cocoa  ? ” The  man  had  raised 
tat  politely  when  he  entered.  He  had 
J^nners  and  grace,  though  from  his  tightly - 
. toned  coat  I doubted  whether  he  had  a 
®irt. 

Let  me  see,”  ho  pondered.  44 1 think  I’ll 
tea  to-day.  Or  perhaps  we  had  better 
J coffee,  for  a change.”  The  girl  moved  to 
....  * coffee;  when  he  changed  Isis  mind  again, 
•tof-"’  Tell  you  what.  I'll  have  cocoa  this 
Wml  *'at*  difficulty  ’n  making  up  his 

tou-l  *°  ^,ave  w*th  it,  and  eventually 

1 le(l  upon  one  of  the  biggest  buns  to  be  had. 

noai‘  *he.  He  ale  his  bun  ravenously. 
, Y*.  to  h'm,  and  lie  chatted  delightfully  on 
objects.  I was  appalled  at  the 
8 hunger.  As  tactfully  as  I could,  I sug- 
m0tc  1 lat  he  might  join  me,  as  I had  ordered 
f*2cr  \aU  * co’dd  dispose  of.  He  seemed 
% ’ ' lcn  reluctant,  and  finally  condescended. 
w-'ly  half-an-hour,  and  then,  with  an 
<ij,j  n 1011  anxiety  and  a remark  that  he 
'tan!*0  1 waa  80  tafe.  he  jumped  up, 
H,nV(/  ,m°  profusely,  said  lie  enjoyed  the 
talat^ll°n'.  °nd  wo,dd  stay,  but  he  would 
*'tau  t 0,| ,li8  aPP0*ntm(int»  “nd  With  a polite 
0 1 ro  waitress  he  disappeared. 

'tat  it*  80ne  the  waitress  remarked 

* aWful,y  8ood  °f  me  to  entertain  him. 

*ly0  , °,nP’  T observed.  44  What  is  he  ? ” 
00  t know,”  replied  tho  girl,  44  He’s 


been  well  off.  He  is  well-educated-;  always 
gentlemanly  in  his  manner.  He  comes'  here 
most  days  about  the  same  time ; always  has 
the  same  difficulty  in  selecting  what  he  will 
have ; always  takes  cocoa,  because  he  gets 
mo^t  of  that,  always  chooses  the  biggest  and 
cheapest  bun,  and  never  has  more  than  one. 
I don’t  think  he  has  eaten  anything  since  he 
was  here  yesterday.  I don’t  think  he  ever 
lias  anything  except  what  he  has  here.” 

A young  Frenchman,  16  years  Old,  whoso 
father  is  attached  to  the  Commercial  Court  of 
Le  Mans  (Sarthe),  desires  to  come  to  England. 
If  any  co-operator  would  ‘like  his  son  and  this 
young  Frenchman  to  exchange  homes  for  a 
year,  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood,  of  the  Central  Education 
Committee,  Holyoake  House,  Manchester,  will 
supply  the  necessary  information.  Similar 
arrangements  aie  quite  common,  and  to  the 
mutual  advantage  of  both  students. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Buckley,  at  Oldham,  on  Satur- 
day, told  this  story : An  old  man  related  to 
him  of  the  death  of  his  mother.  She  called  all 


the  family  to  her  death-bed,  and  said  : 44  Well, 
children,  Aw’ve  no  money  to  leave  yo\  but 
yo’  con  aw.  be  members  o’t  King-street-  store  ! ” 

In  1916  I heard  Neil  Maclean,  M.P.,  in  a 
prophetic  vein.  I found  myself  in  a train  with 
him  on  the  morning  when  it  was  officially 
arinounced^iat  Mr.  Lloyd  George  had  audience 
of  the  King  and  had  kissed  hands  on  accepting 
office  as  Prime  Minister.  44  What  do  you  think 
of  him  now.  Neil  ? ” I asked.  Neil  replied  : 
44  Lloyd  George  will  either  be  the  greatest 
Prime  Minister  we  have  ever  had  or  he’ll  land 
the  country  in  the  soup.” 

Mr.  J.  J.  Dent  has  resigned  the  office  of 
president  of  the  Club  and  Institute  Union 
of  Great  Britain,  which  lie  has  held  for 
thirteen  years.  For  forty  years  lie  has 
played  a prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Union,  which  is  a co-operative  effort  in 
social  and  educational  work  for  demo- 
cracy. It  is  no  secret  that  the  real  cause 
of  his  rcsignati-rn  is  his  opposition  to  t lie 
Union  owning  a hotel  licence  in  connection 
with  the  Langlnnd  Convalescent  Home  as 
being  entirely  unconstitutional. 

Out  and  Adout. 


A MUNICIPAL  CANDIDATE’S 
CONCLUSIONS. 

By  BEATRICE  MARSHALL. 

It  was  the  district- dog  show.  Canine  speci* 
mens  of  every  type  had  arrived.  Crowds 
flocked  to  view  them.  . Rumour  had  it  that 
some  of  the  competitors  were  boused  in  glass 
cases,  with  silken  cushions  and  curtains. 

Rumour  was  right.'  There  they  were,  the 
tiny,  fiat-nosed,  long-haired  aristocratic 
creatures  tended  with  the  care  of  humans. 
They  reclined  on  silken  cushions  of  blue,  or 
lemon,  or  white.  Their  glass-houses  boasted 
curtains  of  the  same  hue.  Close  to  them,  as 
if  afraid  of  leaving  their  pets,  the  owners  dis- 
cussed their  various  points. 

At  intervals  they  re-combed  the  long,  silky 
hair  of  the  little  animals,  and  rearranged  the 
large,  brilliant  bows  in  their  collars.  The 
crowd  looked  on.  It  smiled  or  jeered,  accord- 
ing to  individual  feeling.  The  dogs  looked  too 
superior  to  approve  or  disapprove. 

A stone's  throw  away  sat  an  old  clothes 
woman  at  her  door.  Thtf  district  was  poor. 
Houses  were  huddled  together  as  if  needing 
each  other’s  company  to  help  them  stand  at 
all.  Dirty,’  ill-shod,'  sparsely-clothed  little 
winsome  children  played  outside  curtainless 
1 houses. 

One  of  this  typo  approached  the  old  woman 
with  a common  glass  vase  in  his  hand. 

44  Please,  mam,  mother  says  give  me  three- 
pence for  th's  to  buy  a hit  of  coal  with.” 

The  old  woman  gave  him  sixpence,  wrapped 
up  in  a piece  of  dirty  newspaper.  44  Here,  bo 
off,”  she  says,  44  and  take  this  to  yor  mam.” 

The  City  Council  elections  drew  near.  The 
old  clothes  woman  took  round  an  aspiring  can- 
didate. They  mounted  a set  of  ladder-liko 
steps.  . There  was  one  large  room.  Ashes  and 
cokes  in  one  corner.  A large,  dirty  bed  and 
a few  sticks  of  furniture  were  gathered  round 
an  open  fireplace.  There  was  no  oven.  The 
water  was  down  the  steps  in  the  yard.  Old 
sackiugs  were  liung  halfway  across  the  room 
to  secure  a little  comfort.  Nearly  every  pane 
of  glass  was  out,  and  the  frames  stopped  up 
with  sacking.  In  this  room  a family  of  five 
existed. 

The  candidate  withdrew.  He  remembered 
the  dog  show-  “ Has  the  world  gone  mad  t " 
he  groaned. 


GET 

BUSY! 


International  Rivalry  in 
the  East!  Industrial  strife 
and  Unemployment  at 
home  ! It  is  time  co- 
operators  concentrated  on 
their  chief  aim. 
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CO-OPERATION  TRIUMPHS. 

THE  STRIKING  RECORD  AND  EXAMPLE  OF 
WOOLWICH. 


STUPENDOUS  FIGURES. 


By  GEORGE  A.  GREENWOOD  (Author  o(  “England  To-day"). 


WHAT  OUR  READERS 
THINK. 

Value  of  Stocktakings. 

Sm  — Considering  that  the  reserves  for  the 
three  societies  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bailey  in 
his  interview  with  “ Mendoza  ” have  been 
dt  nleted  by  several  thousand  pounds 
recently,  and  that  dividends  are  very  often 
far  from  being  representative  of  the  profits 
of  the  period,  his  suggestions  for  scrapping 
quarterly  and  half-yearly  stocktaking  and 
efficient  check  systems  is  an  amazing  one. 

During  the  lint  eighteen  months  many  of 
the  societies  with  quarterly  audits  had  their 
weaknesses  revealed  at  the  ond  of  the  first 
three  months,  and  they  were  able  to  deal 
with  it.  Wliat  would  their  positon  have 
been  had  they  waited  twelve  months  before 
discovering  these?  „ 

You  cannot  have  stocktaking  too  often, 
and  I am  very  pleased,  coming  in  touch  with 
so  many  secretaries  and  secretary- managers, 
to  know  that  you  are  in  the  miuority  on  this 
point.  Can  you  afford  to  ignore  the  methods 
of  your  keenest  competitors  who  lake  stock 
every  week? 

The  expense  of  stocktaking  is  very  often  n 
far  more  justifiable  item  on  societies’  balance 
sheets  than  delegates  and  travelling.  You 
certainly  get  value  for  money  in  the  former, 
the  latter  would  very  often  be  far  better 
classified  as  gas. 

Stockit. 

Rational  Traders. 

Sir, — “Buy  in  the  cheapest  market  and 
sell  at  the  highest  profit.”  That  is  what 
the  co-operative  movement  is  to  do,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Quirk.  Well,  they  do  it.  I 
have  twice  called  the  attention  of  the 
C.W.S.  to  the  cheap  Belgian  made  basket- 
ware  (not  co-operative  make)  they  are  sup- 
plying for  use  and  sale  in  co-operative 
stoics. 

Where  do  we  as  basket-makers  come  in? 
We  make  a far  better  article  here,  not  a 
cheap  one.  Mr.  Quirk  says  there  is  not 
enough  co-operation  in  the  beet  sense 
among  co-operators.  There  is  not ; but  co- 
operative committees  could  do  something 
it  they  chose.  I have  called  two  societies’ 
attention,  and  through  them  the  attention 
of  the  C.W.S.,  to  the  matter,  and  officials 
with  one  accord  fall  over  themselves  to  find 
an  excuse. — Yours,  &c., 

Andover.  J.  Nye. 

More  Crude  Economics. 

Sir, — A prominent  Labour  leader  was 
recently  reported  as  having  spoken  very 
disrespectfully  of  political  economy.  This 
discourtesy  is,  ctf  course,  inexcusable,  but 
nevertheless  very  understandable.  The 
opponents  of  social  reform  have  invariably 
appealed  to  political  economy ; the  advo- 
cates of  reform  have  appealed  to  humanity, 
justice,  or  common-sense.  Political  economy 
has  been  invaluable  as  a weapon  against 
reforms ; as  a lever  to  progress  it  has  been 
singularly  unhelpful.  I suppose  no  one  has 
ever  spoken  more  harshly  about  it  than 
John  ltuskin. 

A series  of  articles  appeared  in  your 
columns  not  so  very  long  ago,  the  central 
thesis  of  which  was,  that  the  problem  of 
unemployment  could  only  possibly  be  solved 
by  “ production  for  use  ” — a phrase  very 
common  in  co-operative  literature,  but 
which  Mr.  G.  E.  Quirk  dismisses  ns  vague 
and  practically  meaningless. 

If  Mr,  Quirk,  or  any  other  member  of 
the  movement,  can  speak  with  any 
authority  I think  it  would  be  extremely 
interesting  and  helpful  to  have  a series  of 
articles  indicating  just  what  political 
economy  lias  to  say  to  our  present  most 
pressing  problems — unemployment  and  the 
position  of  agriculture  in  Britain.  Is  it 
“ sound  ’’  .economics  to  let  the  unemployed 
starve?  To  allow  their  families  to  be 
underfed?  To  let  houses  at  uneconomic 
rents  ; To  provide  work  for  the  unemployed 
at  what  wages  and  what  class  of  work?  To 
pay  them  doles  and  to  wliat  extent,  &c.? 
Mr.  Quirk  will  find  in  the  “Times  Trade 
Supplement  ” of  September  23rd,  under 
the  title,  “Timber  Economics,”  a,  most 
interesting  reply  to  his  question  — 
economics. — Yours,  &c.,. 

O.  H.  Wynne. 

29,  Gwendolen-road,  Leicester. 

Education  Authority  and  Co-operative 
Classes. 

Sir, — The  Liverpool  Society  have  for  ten 
years  had  the  use  of  the  public  schoolrooms 
for  educational  classes  at  half  the  rate 
usually  charged,  this  being  a concession 
given  to  all  engaged  in  educational  work. 

In  August  last  the  committee  wore  in- 
formed that  the  rooms  would  be  available 
again  at  this  price.  On  the  society  intimat- 
ing wliat  schools  would  be  required',  the 
Education  Authorities  demanded  their  lull 
rate  in  spit?  of  the  August  letter. 

The  matter  was  carried  to  the  Council 
lust  Wednesday,  when  the  Labour  Party 
moved  that  the  usual  rate  ho  observed. 
Needless  to  say  it  was  defeated  by  61  votes 
to  15.  The  minority  comprised  thirteen 
Labour  men,  Mis*  E.  Rath  bone,  and  Mr.  J. 
Lucas. — Yours,  &e.„ 

. , , C.  Anders. 

14,  Wnlton-rond,  Liverpool, 

October  6th,  1922. 


It  i6  with  deep  regret  that  we  announce 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Bruff,  wife  cif  Mr.  Frank 
BrufV  (manager  of  the  Birmingham 
Printers),  the  sod  event  taking  place  some- 
what suddenly  at  homo  last  Sunday,  follow- 
ing an  attack  pf  diphtheria.  Mrs.  Bruff 
was  at  the  Birmingham  Convention  oji  the 
previous  Saturday. 


“ We  are  established  to  serve  the  moral  causes 
oj  society ; to  substitute  character,  intelligence, 
achievement,  for  the  reign  of  Mammon.  . . . 
And  we  are  establishing  a new  power  of  in- 
dustry that  will  grow  mightier  with  the  years." 

This  declaration,  made  by  Sir  Thomas 
Allen  in  his  Congress  address  at  Newport  in 
1908,  has  always  Beomed  to  toe  to  sum  up  as 
neatly  and  as  accurately  as  possible  the  pur- 
poses and  present  fulfilment  of  the  co-operative 
movement.  There  remains  both  inside  and 
outside  the  movement,  the  most  amazing 
ignorance  of  what  actually  it  has  done  and 
continues  to  do  in  the  world.  Some  recent 
references  of  mine,  made  elsewhere,  to  those 
achievements,  created  a good  deal  of  adverse 
criticism  from  people  who  wrote  that  I was  too 
greatly  obsessed  with  this  example  of  demo- 
cratic ability  to  manage  its  own  affairs.  I 
was  not  impressed  by  such  criticisms,  and  am 
now  even  more  firmly  convinced  that  my 
references  to  co-operation  were  sound. 

For  I have  been  down  to  Woolwich,  and  there 
learnt  and  seen  at  first  hand  exactly  what  a 
vital  part  the  movement  is  playing  in  a great 
and  typical  centre  of  population.  A few 
weeks  ago,  a copy  of  the  one-hundred-and- 
seventh  half-yearly  report  of  the  P>oyal  Arsenal 
Society  was  sent  to  ine,  and  it  seemed  to  indi- 
cate such  an  excellent  example  of  the  appli- 
cation of  Sir  Thomas  Allen’s  classic  declara- 
tion, that  to  observe  it  in  operation  would  be 
well  worth  while. 

There  are,  I believe,  one  or  two  societies 
in  existence  larger  than  Royal  Arsenal ; there 
are  societies  with  bigger  and  more  imposing 
central  premises ; and  it  is  just  possible  that 
there  are  towns  or  cities  in  which  industrial 
co-operation  exercises  a greater  influence,  but 
if  so,  I would  like  to  hear  of  them.  The 
situation  revealed  by  the  report  to  which  I 
have  referred,  and  the  volume  of  evidence 
offered  me  during  my  visit  to  the  town,  prompts 
me  to  call  Woolwich  a co-operative  town.  It 
is  perhaps  not  quite  that  yet,  but  obviously, 
if  the  society  continues  to  grow  at  its  present 
rate  in  ratio  to  the  growth  of  populfflion,  that 
can  logically  be  the  only  outcome. 

Strength  and  Stability. 

Facts  and  figures,  reeled  off  by  hospitable 
and  most  obliging  officials  of  the  society  until 
they  almost  made  me  dizzy,  provide  eloquent 
evidence  of  the  strength,  stability,  and  in- 
fluence of  this  huge  democratic  business. 
The  report  and  balance  she6t,  of  course,  fur- 
nished some  of  these.  For  example,  the 
Bociety  has  a share  and  loan  capital  of 
£1,117,189,  and  the  profit  for  the  half-year 
ended  July  8th  worked  out  at  £121,977.  The 
total  receipts  during  that  period  reached  the 
truly  stupendous  figure  of  nearly  three  million 
pounds — grocery,  bakery,  dairy,  and  meat 
branches  accounting  for  sales  of  approximately 
£1,200,000.  As  showing  tho  exceptionally 
strong  financial  position  of  the  undertaking, 
its  cash  in  hand,  at  bankers,  and  investments, 
total  £669,855,  or  equal  to  nearly  60  per  cent, 
of  the  entire  capital  liability  to  93,253  mem- 
bers. 

But  that  is  not  all  there  is  to  say  upon  the 
matter.  The  society  has  its  own  productive 
factories,  making  jams,  pickles,  preserves,  &c. 
It  owns  at  Abbey  Wood,  a magnificent  stretch 
of  country-side  to  the  west  of  Woolwich — the 
Bostall  Estate — which  for  some  years  has  been 
.subjected  to  urban  development,  over  1,000 
houses  having  been  erected  there,  and  since 
the  war  it  acquired,  as  a very  fitting  jubilee 
celebration,  tho  beautiful  mansion  and 
grounds,  “ Shornells,”  adjoining  Bostall 
Heath — purchased  for  £4,750.  There  hundreds 
of  members  find  instruction  and  pleasure  in  a 
splendidly-situated  educational  centre,  as  well 
as  recreation  and  rest. 

£20,000  in  Rates. 

Still  further  to  emphasise  this  business 
democracy’s  enormous  ramifications,  let  me 
add  that  its  buildings  and  land  (including  the 
Bostall  Estate)  in  the  Borough  of  Woolwich 
alone  are  assessed  for  rates  at  £10,000,  and 
upon  them  there  was  paid  last  year  over  £9,000. 
The  total  assessment  for  the  purposes  of  rates 
and  taxes  in  the  fifteen  areas  in  which  tho 
society  operates  was  last  year  about  £20,000  ; 
in  rates  alone  £18,000  was  paid,  or  more  than 
six  times  the  sum  levied  upon  the  next  largest 
retail  distributors.  Over  £5,000  was  paid  in 


income  tax  ; £1,500  in  license  duties  on  motor 
vehicles.  The  society  finds  work  for  2,500 
people,  including  1,247  in  Woolwich  alone  ; 
and  it  turns  out  from  its  Woolwich  and  Brixton 
bakeries  fourteen  million  2-lb.  loaves  of 
bread  a year.  These  (I  may  say  in  parentheses) 
are  sold  at  Id.  per  2-lbs.  lower  than  those  of 
any  competitor. 

And  so  one  could  continue  almost  without 
end,  and,  indeed,  a few  further  facts  must  be 
added.  For  example,  early  last  year,  the 
society  carried  out  its  plans  for  coping  with  the 
enormous  increase  of  work  and  responsibility 
involved  in  its  operations  by  electing  a per- 
manent full-time  committee  of  seven  members, 
each  of  whom  is  paid  £400  a year.  This 
excellent  step  has  no  doubt  been  most  bene- 
ficial in  helping  the  organisation  to  steer 
successfully  through  the  deep  and  troubled 
waters  of  the  past  eighteen  months,  and  to 
maintain  securely  the  strength  built  up  in 
past  and  prosperous  years. 

Nor  must  I omit  to  remark  upon  the  ad- 
mirable work  of  the  educational  committee,  so 
efficiently  officered  by  its  full-time  secretary 
and  very  1‘  live  wire,”  Mi-.  Joseph  Reeves.  It 
has  throughout  tho  area  covered  by  the 
society,  about  one  hundred  voluntary  organi- 
sations, such  as  classes,  guilds,  circles,  and 
“ Kibbo  Kift  ” tribes,  all  busily  spreading 
the  foundational  principles  and  promoting  the 
spirit  of  co-operation.  It  issues  19,000  library 
books,  at  six  branches,  every  year  ; and  since 
Christmas  it  has,  through  the  agency  of  its 
International  Travel  Guild,  helped  to  spread 
tho  light  of  knowledge  by  taking  about  one 
hundred  men  and  women  abroad. 

Effective  Co-operators. 

It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  true  to  say  that 
all  of  the  93,000  members  of  this  society 
are  effective  co-operators,  but  I found  that 
a surprising  proportion  are,  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  fact  is  very  largely  due 
to  the  excellent  work  of  this  keen  educational 
effort.  There  is  something  more  than  coin- 
cidence in  the  fact  that  a society  with  an 
efficient  educational  system  is  usually  sound 
and  prosperous. 

And  Woolwioh  itself  knows  the  power  of 
co-operation  there.  It  has  a Labour  Council 
and  a Labour  Mayor.  Two  members  of  tho 
society ’8  management  committee,  and  two 
ex-members,  are  on  the  Council.  I believe 
a majority  of  the  municipal  body  are  members 
of  the  society.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the 
relations  between  tho  society  and  the  Council 
are  wholly  excellent. 

Readers  will  not  imagino  that  I have  recited 
all  these  facts  and  figures  merely  for  their 
own  sake,  to  create  an  impression,  and  with 
no  more  definite  purpose.  What  are  the  deduc- 
tions to  be  drawn  from  them  ? One  is  (and 
I am  certain  that  anybody  who  knows  Wool- 
wich will  agree  with  me)  that  tho  people  of 
the  town  and  district  are  a great  deal  better 
off  than  they  would  have  been  without  this 
great  agency  of  common  good  in  their  midst. 
For  two  years,  tho  Arsenal  has  been  passing 
through  a time  of  stress  almost  unparalleled 
in  its  history,  and  the  provision  so  many  of 
them  have  made  through  the  society  has  been 
a very  material  aid  in  helping  them  to  weather 
the  storm. 

Splendid  Encouragement. 

Another  is  that  from  such  a striking  record 
of  achievements,  many  societies  at  present  in 
their  infancy,  or  struggling  against  long  odds, 
may  surely  find  not  only  a splendid  encourage- 
ment, but  also  a real  practical  example  of 
how  to  become  both  economically  and  socially 
powerful  within  their  own  communities. 

The  third,  upon  which  I must  close,  is  not 
so  much  a deduction  as  a warning.  This 
record  has  .been  built  up  not  with  ease,  but  in 
the  teeth  of  opposition  from  the  defenders  of 
private  enterprise,  and  as  co-operation  con- 
tinues upon  its  conquering  way,  that  oppo- 
sition will  become  keener.  As  I write  comes 
news  that  tho  National  Traders’  Defenco 
League  is  to  launch  a new  campaign  for  the 
taxation  of  profits.  It  is  now  for  all  organisa- 
tions, local  or  national,  to  see  that  in  the 
march  to  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth,  the 
movemont  is  sufficiently  alert  and  equipped 
to  meet  and  overcome  its  traducers,  and  its 
enemies.  If  all  societies,  large  and  small, 
were  as  sound  as  Woolwich,  there  would  be 
little,  if  any,  need  of  fear. 


medical_replies. 

fCORTiESFOSDEXTS  ore  requested  t0  writ*  in 
one  6ldo  of  tho  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly  . 
tgc,  e ex,  occupation,  r.nd  symptoms,  usin*  rti.r*1* 

“ noms-de-pliune " or  Initial.,  but  also®*, 
names  rind  addresses  ns  proof  of  good  laith"  "»1 
conditions  or  coses  requiring  to  bo  seen  ‘ 
tidered.  Address.  *'  Tho  Doctor,"  “ Co-operaUt.^ 

Long  Militate,  Manchester.!  PmUTe  *««n 

“ Country  Lass.” — My  reply  to 
query  is  that  there  is  no  likelihood.  ‘°Uf 

Bunions  (“  Cumberland  ”).— To 

bunions  of  twenty  years'  standing  L „ 
easy  “job,”  and  1 fear  the  only  treating 
now  must  be  palliative,  by  wearing  7 
easy  fitting  shoes.  Thanks'  for  you? 
opinion  of  our  Medical  Column. 

“ Blue  Bird.”— The  “ acid  in  a 

stomach,”  for  which  you  ask  me  for  a 
cure,”  is  tho  natural  agent  of  digestion* 
it  is  only  when  this  is  in  excess  that  it  ’ 
harmful.  The  “ pains  in  the  head  and  down 
the  right  side”  have  nothing  specially  h 
do  with  it.  They  are  probably  neural*, 
and  as  regards  constipation,  if  you  i,a” 
read  our  answers  to  correspondents  as  von 
say,  you  will  know  that  our  contention  k 
that  medicines  of  any  kind  are  no  cure  for 
that.  The  sooner  you  give  them  all  up  tL 
better,  and  the  sooner  will  the  bowels  re. 
sumo  their  normal  functioning.  Liquid 
paraffin  acts  mechanically;  hence  the  reason 
it  “ comes  from  you  just  as  you  had  taken 
it.”  All  the  other  so-called  purgatives'' 
act  as  “foreign  bodies”  in  the  intestines 
which,  in  their  efforts  to  expel  them,  espei 
their  other  contents  as  well,  and  “hurry 
up  ” so  much  to  do  this  that  they  are  not 
only  empty,  but  exhausted.  Hence  their 
inability  to  act  for  some  time  after  a dose 
ot.  any  “aperient,”  their  tired-out-nesi 
being  wrongly  ascribed  to  its  seemingly 
constipative  effect.  Give  up  all  drugs;  con- 
tinue your  porridge,  brown  bread,’  and 
stewed  fruit,  though  fresh  fruit  is  better 
than  stewed;  also  plenty  of  green  vege- 
tables, salads,  &c.,  drinking  freely  of  water 
between  meals,  and  plenty  of  open-air  exer- 
cise, with  massage  of  the  abdomen,  and 
you  should  be  all  right  in  time. 

Constipation  Again  ("  Tiresome  ").-I 
refer  you  to  my  reply  to  “ Blue  Bird,''  and 
in  spite  of  your  seeming  contempt  for  whai 
you  call  my  “ fresh  air  and  diet  " treat- 
ment, I would  recommend  you  to  persevere 
with  it,  assured  that  Nature  will  in  time 
work  a “ cure,”  even  though  your  doctor 
says  you  are  “ one  of  the  mysteries.”  The 
only  effective  “ cure  ” for  piles  is  by  opera- 
tion, performed  by  a skilful  and  experienced 
surgeon. 

“ Moderato.” — It  is  significant,  that 
yours  should  be  the  third  letter  in  succes- 
sion in  which  constipation  is  the  principal 
trouble  complained  of.  To  my  reply  to 
n Blue  Bird  ” I also  refer  you  for  you  to 
“ read,  mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest." 
The  “ itcliiness,”  if  not  due  to  piles  or  a 
“fissure  of  the  gnus” — a personal  exami- 
nation by  a doctor  could  settle  tliis — may 
be  relieved  by  bathing  the  part  with  very 
hot  water,  in  which  boraeic  acid  is 
dissolved. 

“ Semper  Eadem." — My  advice  to  you  is 
“ don’t  worry,”  and  “ have  no  fear  of  any 
permanent  harmful  consequences.”  Take 
plenty  of  good  plain  food,  not  much  meat, 
no  alcohol,  no  tobacco,  and  a good  deal  of 
out-of-doors  exercise,  and  things  will  w 
all  right  with  you  in  time. 

“ Dribble.” — As  the  swelling  you  de- 
scribe, taken  in  conjunction  with  your  other 
symptoms,  is  difficult  to  diagnose  definitely 
without  a personal  examination,  I advise 
you  to  consult  a good  surgeon.  It  is  no  use 
“tinkering”  with  your  “case.” 

Ear  Ache  (“Mother”). — Hot  fomenta- 
tions will  relieve  the  pain,  but  should  the 
bo  any  “running”  from  the  ear.  take J". 
child  to  the  doctor.  Neglect  of  such  symp- 
toms may  endanger  the  child’s  hearing. 

Blood  Poisoning  (“  X.  Y.  Z.'  )-Tj^S 
case  you  detail  is  very  sad,  death  from  n 
poisoning,  following  the  prick  of  a r . 
nail,  the  "moral"  of  which  is  that 
injury,  however  small,  in  which  the  sk  , 
broken,  be  it  prick,  scratch,  or  cut.  si 
he  immediately  washed  with  very  hot  « I 
dabbed  with  tincture  of  iodine,  and 
up  with  lint  and  bandage,  the  form  r 
destroy  the  germs  that  may  re  .i^ 
the  wound ; the  latter  to  prevent  » 
germ  infection. 

“ Daffodil.” — Try  this  re7p<Y^5°bi- 
pound  tincture  of  rhubarb,  2 drncu  > 
carbonate  of  soda,  2 drachms;  bic-  , ag. 
of  potash,  1J  drachms:  carbonate 
liesia.  1 drachm;  emulsion  of  c-h I _ 
4 drachms ; infusion  of  gentian  to  c . 
One  tnblespoonful  three  times  a 'affected 
boracic  and  zinc  ointment  to  the  • tjDj 
parts:  use  no  water  or  soap  to  '‘  '.jpa- 
cleanse  with  olive  oil.  Treat  the 
tion  by  diet,  ns  so  often  advisee 

column'  vour 

Bad  Breatij  (“  H.‘  S.”).— - I'00,  et’an/ 
teeth  as  the  possible  cause,  aim  h (,on. 
decayed  ones  removed  or  “ stoppe 
suit  a good  dental  surgeon.  ^j, 

“ C.  B.  29.”— Here  is  ", l1"'”  SX',’* 
will  do  you  good  : — Powdered  ;,,  r.  3 

burl,,  lj  druchms;  tincture 
drachms;  compound  tincture Oform,  • 
rnons,  2 drachms;  spirit  o|  1 . g 0uiKe* 
drachms;  infusion  of  calunioa  Jlan? 

One  tnblespoonful  three  times  a • • |f  oUr 

thanks  for  your  commendation 
Replies  as  “ straightforward.  fflf 

“ Hemlock.”— Yours  is .not  ? . ca  doctor 
medicine,  but  for  consult ation  ^ucli 

if  the  abnormal  condition  coat”' 
longer. 
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the  loaded  dice. 

* riches  not  the  reward  of 

INDUSTRY. 


j\IR.  MORGAN  JONES,  M.P., 
SPEAKS  OUT. 

Introducing  Mr.  Morgan  Jones  for  the  first 
tim;  to  a Kettering  audience,  Councillor 
Joseph  Haynes  said : “ What  we  shall  fight 
on  is  that  every  citizen  shall  have  the  right 
to  full  and  free  life.” 

In  a ninety-five-minute  speech  at  the  iraiK- 
roftd  School,  Kettering,  on  October  1st,  Mr. 
Morgan  Jones  declared  that  although  politics 
bad  too  often  been  a “ dirty  game.”  there  was 
no  need  that  it  should  bo  so.  Like  football 
and  cricket,  it  all  depended  on  the  players. 
» Politics  to  me,”  he  said,  “ is  the  science  of 
cood  government.”  Their  opponents  said 
that  national  life  should  be  organised  on  lines 
of  competition.  Go-operators  said  that  the 
national  life  should  be  carried  on,  on  the  lines 
of  co-operation,  having  os  its  aim  not  the 
benefit  of  the  few,  but  the  general  good  of 
the  nianv.  Self  should  not  be  the  dominating 
principle,  but  service. 

1 y0  talk  of  riches  being  the  reward  of  in- 
dustry was  “ all  piffle.”  The  dice  wrs  loaded, 
and  those  who  worked  under  the  preseutr 
system  of  competition  were  doomed,  in  the 
mass,  to  work  all  their  days.  They  had  to 
substitute  for  competition  some  system  of 
national  and  international  co-operation.  He 
vras  dreaming  of  the  time  when  the  workers 
would  have  a far  greater  share  of  the  wealth 
and  a far  greater  control  of  industry  : but,  the 
workers  must  first  insist  on  a belter  and  a 
fuller  education.  “ They  must  not  be  satis- 
fied with  a Government  that  will  rob  the 
children  of  their  copybook  in  order  to  reduce 
the  Income  Tax  by  is.  in  Mie  pound.” 

The  time  was  coming  when  the  duke  and 
the  dustman  would  be  judged  by  the  same 
standard,  that  was  by  the  service  lie  gave  to 
his  fellows.  ...... 

After  Mr.  Jones  had  severely  criticised  the 
Government’s  foreign  policy  in  regard  to  the 
Eastern  question,  the  chairman  moved,  and 
Councillor  Syd  Smith  seconded,  a resolution 
emphatically  protesting  against  the  Govern- 
ment's foreign  policy,  and  demanding  that 
the  issue  should  first  of  all  be  submitted  to 
ho  House  of  Commons.  This  was  heartily 
1 carried. 

To  the  regret  of  all  present,  Mr.  Waterson 
was  unable  to  be  present  owing  to  Hints 3. 


BOYCOTT  OVERCOME. 

CO-OPERATORS  DEFEAT  LOCAL 
SQUIRE. 

Co-operators  in  order  to  propoxate  their 
views  have  on  occasion  had  to  make  use  of 
the  village  green  as  a platform,  because  of  the 
refusal  of  those  in  authority  to  grant  the  use 
of  the  only  available  room,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Derby  Society,  at  Newton  Solney,  re- 
ported in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” some 
little  time  ago. 

Somewhat  similar  opposition  is  being  met 
with  at  the  present  time  in  a Derbyshire 
hamlet  (half-a-dozen  mUcs  from  a railway 
station),  where  the  squire,  who  has  recently 
come  into  possession,  together  with  the  clergy- 
man, have  refused  accommodation  for  the 
holding  of  one  of  the  society’s  junior  classes. 

It  appears  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  coal 
magnate  tho  co-operative  movement  has 
shown  itself  too  friendly  towards  the  men 
who  hew  the  coal,  and  an  attempt  to  make  it 
difficult  for  the  village  juveniles  to  imbibe 
the  principles  of  co-operation  is  regarded  as 
a suitable  way  of  showing  his  displeasure. 

Fortunately  the  Nonconformists  have  a 
suitable  room  which  they  have  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  educational  committee,  so  that 
once  again,  in  spite  of  the  high  and  mighty, 
tho  principles  of  “ Each  for  all  and  all  for 
Each,”  will  be  mado  known  to  the  rising 


A COMING  EVENT. 

A joint  week-end  school  lias  been 
arranged  by  tho  Midland  Sectional  Board 
und  the  Sectional  Education^  Association 
to  take  place  at  Kettering  from  Friday 
evening,  November  3rd,  to  Monday  moru- 
?nKi  November  6th,  and  tho  committee 
nave  been  very  fortunate  in  securing  the 
vices  of  Mr.  Norman  Angell,  who  will 
®Ve  a series  of  three  lectures  based  on  the 
address  he'  gave  at  Brighton  during  Con- 
fess week. 

..A  sectional  conference  will  be  held  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  when  Mr.  T.  W. 
fiercer  will  read  his  specially  written 
Puper  on  "Trade  and  Capital.” 
tho  students  will  receive  a hearty  wel- 
omo  to*  Kettering  by  the  president  of  the 
• n°c  distributive  society  (Mr.  T.  Adams) 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  joint  educational 
committees  of  Kettering. 

yn  the  Saturday  morning  visits  will  be 
Paid  to  the  various  productive  works  in 
•vettoring,  and  on  the  Sunday  evening  a 
iii  pi  C0I?cerfc  will  be  given  by  the  Kettor- 
Clothing  Society's  choir  and  orchestral 

Mciety. 

anw?-ten(^'n8  students  should  make  early 
“PPhcation  to  Miss  C.  A.  Woolley  (joint 
.10,  Turner-road,  TJppinppiam- 

Wa.  i Leicester,  but  not  later  than  Satur- 
. October  28th. 


A GUILDFORD 
TABLEAU. 

A handsome  tableau 
representing  the  inter- 
national commonwealth, 
with  which  itlio  Guild- 
ford Society  won  the 
second  prize  in  a local 
carnival  to  aid  the 
Surrey  County  Hospital. 
The  society  also  gave 
2£  per  cent,  of  ' its 
takings  for  the  week  at 
the  Guildford  shops  for 
the  same  object. 


A CROWDED  DAY. 

KETTERING  VISITORS  IN  LONDON. 

A party  of  storekeepers  and  departmental 
managers  belonging  to  the  Kettering  Society 
recently  visited  London,  where  a busy  day  of 
varied  sightseeing  was  enjoyed.  Jfhe  tea 
department  at  Leman-street  was  inspected, 
and  after  an  interval  for  coffee,  biscuits,  and 
cheese,  a visit  was  paid  to  the  C.W.S.  grocery, 
drapery,  clothing,  furnishing,  and  boots  depart- 
ments. Then  two  hours  were  spent  at  the 
Grocers’  Exhibition  at  the  Agricultural  Hall, 
and  a return  was  made  to  Leman-street  foi 
dinner. 

After  dinner  the  visitors  were  taken  by, char- 
abanc to  the  C.W.S.  works  at  Silvertown,  the 
journey  being  -taken  via  Commercial-road, 
Limehouse,  Canning  Town,  Blackwell  Tunnel, 
and  Victoria  Docks.  Many  things 'of  interest 
were  seen  in  the  C.W.S.  packing  department 
and  at  the  soap  works.  Tea  was  partaken  of 
at  Silvertown,  after  which  "the  charabanc  was 
brought  into  requisition  and  a Journey  was 
taken  acro33  London  to  the  National  Food 
Exhibition  at  Olympia,  To  round  off  a 
strenuous  day,  the  evening  performance  of 
“ Decameron  Nights  ” was  attended.  Tho 
return  journey  was  made  from  St.  Pancras  at 
midnight.  This  programme  is  evidently  a 
record  one  of  a day’s  hustle  in  London. 


MIDLAND  JOTTINGS. 

Miss  Irene  Holland  (accompanist  of  Hie 
junior  choir  of  the  Derby  Society)  at  the 
recent  examination  held  at  the  Royal 
Academy,  London,  was  successful  m gain- 
ing the  diploma  of  Licentiate  cf  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Music. 

Councillor  A.  J.  Tapping  is  seeking  re- 
election  to  the  Derby  Town  Council,  and 
Mr.  T.  Ogden.  J.P.,  has  been  nominated 
to  stand  tor  the  Babington  ward.  Both 
will  have  the  united  support  of  the  Labour 
Party  as  well  as  the  Co-operative  Political 
Council. 

Mr.  A.  Jones  (Shrewsbury),  owing  to 
other  duties,  was  prevented  from  attend-’ 
ing  the  meeting  of  the  Derby  Men's  Guild 
on  Saturday  last,  and  his  place  was  well 
filled  by  Mr.  Amos  Mann  (president  of  tho 
Leicester  Society),  who  gave  a thoughtful 
and  interesting  address  on  “ Co-operation 
’and  its  Possibilities.”  * 

Forty-six  members  of  the  Kettering 
Men’s  Guild  attended,  on  Friday  last,  the 
first  meeting  of  the  present  session.  Mr. 
Thomas  Adams,  J.P.  (president  of  the 
Kettering  industrial  Society),  gave  a very 
instructive  talk  on  "Poultry-keeping.” 

The  latest  development  of  the  Birming- 
ham -Society’s  education  committee  is  the 
formation  of  a games’  club  in  connection 
with  the  Central  Cafe  in  High-street.  The 
meeting  night  selected  is  Monday,  and  all 
co-operators  interested  in  chess  and 
draughts  are  invited  to  be  present  on 
Monday  next  the  16th  inst.,  when  tho 
rules  of  the  club  will  be  approved.  On  the 
23rd  inst.  teams  captained  by  Mr.  Curtis 
(the  chairman  of  the  society’s  education 
committee)  and  Mr.  Morris  will  play  a 
match.  • 


EASTER  WEEK-END,  1923.  i 

The  usual  Midland  Sectional  Easter 
Week-end  will  bo  suspended  during  1923 
in  favour  of  the  ” National  ” which  will  be 
held  at  Lincoln.  The  Sectional  Board  and 
the  Sectional  Educational  Association  are 
giving  wholehearted*  support  and  have 
representation  on  the  reception  committee. 
A meeting  was  recently  held  at  Lincoln 
and  a programme  provisionally  arranged, 
which  provided  for  lectures  by  the  Dean 
of  Lincoln  (Dr.  Fry),  Professor  Hall,  Mr. 
Albert  Mnnsbridge,  nnd  Mr.  W-.-It._Rae. 
Full  details  will  bo  sent -to  societies  in 


DIMINISHED  DIVIDENDS 
AND  RESERVES. 

CONGRESS  PAPER  DISCUSSED. 

NORFOLK  DISTRICT 

CONFERENCE. 


The  presence  of  Mr.  G.  Riddle  (Central  Board), 
who  had  attended  specially  to  read  his  Crnprr.s  piper 
on  ” Hie  Financial  Fosition  ol  the  Co-opera 1 1 v.e  Move- 
ment in  Relation  to  New  Forms  ol  Adniinislralion  in 
Retail  Trade,"  made  the  conference  of  the  Norfolk 
Distiiet  Association  at  King's  Lynn  on  September 
30th  of  special  interest.  Mr.  C.  VL  A.  Prcelor  (presi- 
dent of  the  King's  Lynn  Society)  occupied  the  chair. 

The  key  to  Mr.  Riddle's  message  was  the  question 
whether  any  society’s  finances  could  be  said  to  be 
on  a really  sound  basis  until  it  had  accumulated  a 
collectively-owned  capital  equal  to  the  needs  of  its 
retail  trade.  This  and  nothing  else  should  be  Ihe 
objective  of  every  retuil  distributive  co-operative 
s-Kiefy. 

The  discussion  was  taken  up  briskly  by  Mr.  Barnes 
(Norwich)  and  Mr.  Pye  (King’s  Lynn)  with  regard 
to-  the  need  of  capital  beyond  Ihe  limits  of  the  capital 
redemption  fund. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  (Melton  Constable)  suggested,  instead 
of  a redemption  fo'r.d,  an  increase  of  the  capital  reicrve 
fund  by  making  it  compulsory  for  every  member  fb 
leave  part  of  his  dividend  to  accumulate  to  the  extent 
of  £5  transferable  shares;  the  same  to  be  -free  of. 
interest. 

Nothing  Revolutionary. 

Mr.  Anderson  (Lowestoft)  dealt  with  the  point  of 
sacrificing  dividend.  He  snid  there  was  nothing 
revolutionary  in  the  paper.  The  movement  started 
by  holding  collective  capital.  The  Rochdale  principle 
altered  that,  hut  it  did  net  mean  that  the  first  method 
was  a wrong  one. 

Mr.  Clarke  (Norwich)  said  he  did  not  like  the  idea 
of  a redemption  fund,  as  there  was  danger  of  it 
ultimately  being  governed  by  an  autocratic  body. 
He  was  a believer  in  the  present  forms  of  reserves 
and  depreciation  funds.  These  had  been  a great  help 
to  the  movement,  which  had  weathered  the  storm 
better  than  many  businesses. 

Mr.  Tli u r low  (Norwich)  favoured  the  idea  of  leaving 
capital  for  the  purpose  of  a development  fund. 

Sir.  Drake  (Lowestoft)  recommended  the  withholding 
of  at  least  Id.  in  the  pound  of  the  dividend  as  a 
reserve,  without  interest  being  payable  thereon. 

Mr.  Bailey  (Lowestoft)  said  they  could  not  get 
the  mnk-nr.d-flle  to  understand  ihe  need  for  a tem- 
porary sacrifice.  With  regard  to  the  formation  of  a 
trades  and  business  council,  he  was  quite  in  favour 
of  it. 

Mr.  Tidd  (Norwich)  dealt  with  education  of  mem- 
bership, the  benefits  of  colleotively-owned  capital,  and 
the  need  for  each  delegate  to  act  os  a missionary  to 
forward  the  Ideas  propounded  in  the  papei 

Hidden  Reserves. 

Mr.  Ilcdson  (King's  Lynn)  dealt  with  the  points 
of  hidden  reserves  nnd  depreciation.  He- was  not  in 
favour  of  collectively-owncd  capital,  as  in  his  opinion 
it  would  spoil  the  co-operative  spirit. 

Mr.  ltesbury  (sectional  board)  said  the  fear  of  dimi- 
nished dividends  was  not  60  great  as  was  supposed, 
as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  while  many  societies 
were  paying  less  than  *thcy  did  business  was  still 
growing  and  membership  increasing. 

Mr.  Riddle,  in  replying,  emphasised  the  difference 
between  his  idco  of  a capital  redemption  lund  and 
reserve  funds.  He  pressed  for  the  adoption  of  his 
plan,  because  the  general  tendency  was  to  use  reserve 
funds  for  all  sorts  ol  purposes,  and  reserve  funds 
were  now  smaller  as  a result.  He  showed  how,  by 
the  stoppage  of  a small  amount  of  surplus,  there  would 
be  sufficient  capital  in  sixteen  years  to  carry  on  the 
retail  trade  'of  the  Norfolk  District,  leaving  all  other 
capital  free  for  development  of  production.  He  quoted 
one  Scottish  society  that  could  carry  on  Its  retail 
trade  without  any  further  capital  from  its  members. 


On  Friday  evening,  lust  week,  the  first  of 
the  series  of  educational  meetings  for  the, 
winter  session  was  held  at  the  society’s  hall, 
Sheern.oss,  when  an  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme  was  provided  by  the  Sheerness  and 
Queenborough  Co-oporativo  . Circles.  The 
large  audience  very  much  appreciated  the 
efforts  of  the  “ Oirclcttes,”  also  the  address 
by  Mr.  S.  Rees  (Co-operative  Party)  on 
"The  Co-operative  Movement  and  the 
Law.”  In  tho  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
president  of. the  society,  Mr.  J.  S.  Shsrrell, 
occupied  the  chair. 


Are  You  One  of  Them? 

"Everythin?  connected  with  your  (p’endid  mafaxiEe 
ii  ol  such  a high  orler  that  I fed  very  attongly  that 
it  thjuld  be  in  the  hini»  of  all  callio?  themsdve*  I 
prorrewivci  certainly  every  co-operator.' 

—A  Parkitanc  Reader  on  iht  " MiUtatt  Monlhl'j 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 

NOWADAYS. 

Cambridge. — There  were  about  250  mem- 
bers present  at  the  quarterly  meeting, 
held  in  the  Society’s  Hull,  Burl\igli->treet, 
on  October  3rd.  The  president  (Mr.  G.  R. 
Meaden)  occupied  the  chair.  The  cifsli  sales 
for  the  thirteen  weeks  amounted  to  £7-5,431, 
a decrease,  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  of  the  previous  year,  of  £7,704,  or 
9.2  per  cent.  From  June  to  September, 
1921,  the  cost  of  living  had  been,  on  an 
average,  120  per  cent,  over  191-1.  This  year 
it  had  dropped  to  82  per  cent.  The  effect 
had  been  that  the  trade  done  by  the  society 
for  the  quarter  was  £15,749  lower.  Tho 
actual  figures  under  normal  circumstances 
would  have  shown  an  increase  of  £619  per 
week,  instead  of  a decrease  of  £592.  The 
membership  at  the  close  of  the  quarter  was 
ll.ooi.  -»Ir.  K.  Men. 'ion  was  iv- .-levied 
president.  It  was  decided  that  delegates 
from  the  management  committee,  members, 
and  employees  should  represent  the  society 
at  the  Edinburgh  Congress.  It-  was  also 
agreed  to  subscribe  £5  to  the  special  district 
fund,  two  guineas  to  the  Bishop’s  Slortford 
District  Nurse  Fund,  and  £10  to  the 
S hi  them  ■ O '-operative  ( • -.vale-vont  Fund 
(sped a 1 appeal).  The  recommendation  of 
tho  committee  that  an  interim  return  of 
Is.  2d.  in  the  pound  on  purchases  lie  paid 
to  members  was  approved. 

Chipping  Norton.— Mr.  ,T,  Id.  Arnett  pre- 
sided at  the  quarterly  meeting  on  Saturday, 
October  7th.  Referring  to  the  results  of 
the  finding  for  the  pfiviod  under  revi  \v,  he 
expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  managers 
and  all  other  employees  for  their  work. 
The  sales  amounted  to  £34,407,  a decrease 
ol  £430,  or  1J  per  oent.,  on  tho  previous 
quarter,  and  £3,292,  or  8.J  percent.,  on  the 
corresponding  period  of  last  year.  Distribu- 
tive expenses  were  2s.  l£d.  in  the  pound. 
Share  capital  stood  at  £76,020,  an  increase 
of  £1,064,  and  the  number  of  members  was 
2,850,  an  increase  of  6.  After  providing  for 
all  expenses,  including  share  interest  (£907) 
and  depreciation.  (£210),  the  balance  dispos- 
able a mounted  “to  £2,890.  Dividends  at 
Is.  6d.  in  the  pound  to  members  and  9d. 
in  the  pound  to  non-members  Were  declared, 
and  allocations  made  of  £30  for  the  purposes 
of  the  educational  committee  and  £140  for 
collective  life  assurance  premiums.  The  six 
members  of  the  educational  committee  were 
re-elected  without  opposition.  The  meeting 
decided  to  support  the  nominees  of  the  Local 
Representation  Committee  in  the  forthcom- 
ing municipal  election.  They  are  Coun- 
cillor F.  J.  Sheasfcy  (grocery  manager),  who 
seeks  re-election,  and  Mr.  W.  Giles  (vice- 
chairinan  of  the  society). 


FORTY-FOUR  YEARS’  SERVICE 


LINCOLN  EMPLOYEE’S  RETIREMENT. 

Mu.  Henry  Brummitt  is  retiring  from 
the  employment  of  the  Lincoln  Society  after 
a service  extending  over  forty-four  years. 
He  has  already  passed  man’s  allotted  span  of 
three  score  years  and  ten. 

In  1878  ho  was  placed  in  charge  of  i-lie 
Ripon-strect  branch  of  tho  Lincoln  Society, 
and  sixteen  years  later  became  manager  of 
the  sub-central  stores  in  High-street,  where 
he  remained  for  twenty-nine  years.  During 
that  time  the  membership  of  the  society  in- 
creased from  1,700  to  upwards  of  21,000,  and 
the  branches  of  the  society  increased  from  four 
to  twenty-nine. 

Mr.  Brummitt  has  one  hobbv,  to  which  ho 
is  very  devoted.  It  is  horticulture.  He  has 
been  for  long  years  past  one  of  the  mainstays 
of  the  “ Lincolnshire  Gardeners’  Association  ” 
and  has  been  librarian  of.  tho  association, 
secretary  for  seven  years,  vice-chairman,  and 
is  now  chairman. 

To  nmrk  bis  retirement  from  tho  society’s 
service  the  branch  and  departmental  managers 
entertained  him  in  the  co-operative  cate,  on 
Wednesday  last  week,  and  presented  him  with 
a notecase  containing  a wallet  of  Treasury 
notes.  Mr.  F.  Stephenson  made  tho  presenta- 
tion, which  was  suitably  acknowledged.  The 
staff  of  tho  sub-central  stores  also  presented 
Mr.  Brummitt  with  a handsome  divan  easy 
chair.  " 


BRECON’S  QUARTERLY. 

Thf,  Rev.  Joshua  Davies  presided  over  the 
quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held  on  Mon- 
day, in  tho  Church  House,  Brecon.  Hie 
report  nnd  balance  sheet,  presented  by 
Councillor  T.  Jones  (secretary),  showed 
sales' of  £4,C0fl,  nn  increase  of  £212  over 
the  preceding  quarter.  The  balance  dispos- 
able amounted  to  £242  16s.  7d.,  from  which 
a’Tliviednd  of  Is.  in  thc  pound  was  declared. 
The  membership  remained  at  a total  of  484 
and  members’  debts  at  £174  13s.  J'Jiuetj' 
per  oent.  of  the  total  purchases  were  mado 
From  the  C.W.S.  Tl.e  average  purchase  per 
member  was  13s.  3Jd.  per  week,  and  it  was 
resolved  to  start  a campaign  with  a view  to 
increasing  the  average  up  to  £1,  on  a sug- 
gestion mado  by  tho  president.  The  three 
retiring  members  of  the  management  com- 
mittee were  re-elected  unopposed.  It  was 
also  decided  that  a local  advertising  cam- 
paign be  started  forthwith.  # 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


AU  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  “ Women’s  Pages," 
'* Co'operalire  News"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


THE  CALL  TO  SERVICE. 

ARE  YOU  READY  ? 

W-E  are  glad  to  receiv'e  the  call  which 
our  correspondent  Mrs.  Woodward 
makes  in  her  letter  urging  that  women 
should  “ Be  Ready  ” to  come  forward 
as  opportunity  occurs  to  the  service  of 
the  community  on  public  bodies. 

Quite  a number  of  women  have  been 
getting  ready  for  some  time  past  for  the 
work  of  Members  of  Parliament,  not  only 
the  women  of  the  leisured  classes,  but 
working  women  also,  and  these  will  be 
heard  of  whenever  the  country  finds  out 
that  it  cannot  any  longer  endure  the 
present  conditions  of  muddle  under 
which  we  are  governed  to-day.  Their 
opportunity  may  come  at  any  moment, 
but  in  ever)'  parish,  town,  or  city  then? 
is  an  immediate  opportunity  for  women 
of  the  right  sort  to  come  forward  NOW 
in  readiness  for  the  municipal  elections. 

Mrs.  Woodward  has  indicated  the 
right  sort  of  women  whom  we  want  on 
our  municipal  bodies  so  far  as  social 
environment  is  concerned.  But  there 
are  further  requisite  characteristics,  how- 
ever, which  all  women  who  come  forward 
should  possess,  and  one  of  the  most 
important  of  these,  we  think,  is  the  power 
to  co-operate  with  others,  and  to  sub- 
ordinate self-interest  J or  the  common  good 
of  all.  With  this  quality  should  go  a clear 
vision  of  right  principles  of  public  conduct, 
and  a firm  determination  never  to  depart 
from  them.  The  silent  member  of  a 
council  WHO  VOTES  RIGHT  soon  be- 
comes a power  to  be  reckoned  with  in  the 
work  of  administration. 

The  councillor  whose  personal  vanity  ' 
insists  upon  being  heard  upon  evefv 
topic  under  discussion  may  get  himself 
or  herself  into  many  situations  where  lie 
or  she  may  be  led  to  vote  on  the  side  of 
shortsighted  policies — such  as  some  of 
the  present  “ economy  ” stunts — or  of 
“ party  ” actions  which  work  unjustly 
towards  some  other  section  of  the  com- 
munity. .There  are  many  fine  fighters  for 
single  causes  who  lose  sight  of  the  good  of 
the  whole.  Our  local  councils  need  not 
be  the  battleground  of  factions,  as  they 
so  often  are,  but  “ leagues  ” in  which  the 
interests  of  all  gain  equal  consideration. 


EQUAL  FRANCHISE. 

It  is  interesting  and  inspiring  to  note 
that  the  Irish  Dail  Eireann  has  unani- 
mously agreed  to  make  adult  suffrage 
complete.  In  the  preparation  of  the 
new  electoral  register  for  Ireland  men 
and  women  will  be  qualified  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  for  registration  on  an 
equal  residential  qualification. 

On  November  8th  there  is  to  be  a 
demonstration  in  the  Central  Hall,  West- 
minster, for  equal  franchise  in  Great 
Britain.  The  action  of  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment should  help  forward  the  movement 
greatly.  There  are  some  six  million 
young  women  at  present  voteless  whose 
voice  should  be  heard  in  the  future 
administration  of  our  country. 


NO  MORE  WAR. 

The  strong  determination  of  women 
against  war,  either  in  the  Near  East  or 
anywhere,  or  on  any  pretext  whatever, 
is  shown  by  the  instantaneous  support 
given  by  our  members  to  the  circular 
sent  out  by  the  Central  Committee  last 
week  by  the  English  Women’s  Guild. 

Only  seven  days  have  elapsed  since 
that  circular  was  posted,  and  corre- 
spondence received  • at  the  head  office 
shows  that  over  sixty  branches  have 
already  voiced  their  opinion  to  their 
Members  of  Parliament  and  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  recorded  their  strong  (oppo- 
sition to  war,  and  as  letters  are  being 
received  by  every  post,  it  looks  as  if  not 
a branch  will  miss  this  opportunity  to 
take  action  on  this  urgent  occasion. 

This  quick  and  alive  action  on  the 
part  of  our  members  goes  to  show  how 
the  May-Day  demonstrations  and  others 
on  No  More  War  were  not  held  merely 
to  be  forgotten,  but  that  the  determina- 
tion that  there  shall  be  no  more  wars 
is  -being  thoroughly  carried  out. 


ON  NOVEMBER  THE  FIRST. 


“WHAT  ABOUT  YOUR  VOTE  ? ARE  YOU  FOR  SAVING  RATES  ? 


On  November  1st  we  womon  will  again  have  the  opportunity  of  choosing 
reprosentativos  to  carry  out  our  desires  on  city  and  looal  councils,  and  the 
greatest  enemy  to  be  feared  is  tho  indiffonce  and  apathy  of  the  electors.  There 
are  hundreds  still  who  fail  to  realise  that  social  grievanoos  have  remedies  in  a 
seoret  ballot  box.  Are  you  among  this  number?  We  hope  not.  At  any  rate, 
it  is  our  intention  between  now  and  the  day  of  election  to  show  the  wickedness 
of  such  an  attitude  of  mind  to  what  should  bo  a social  duty. 


Voting  for  the  City  Counoil  is  different 
to  Parliamentary  voting.  When  voting  in 
Parliamentary  elections,  wo  return  repre- 
sentatives to  some  far-awuy  meeting-place 
only  seen  by  the  privileged  few.  Hut  at 
the  November  elections  the  successful  can- 
didates meet  in  a real  home  spot  in  the 
centre  of  our  towns.  Their  deliberations 
are  held  in  brick  and 
mortar  buildings  we 
can  see  every  day.  and 
our  representatives  aro 
to  bo  seen. ’any  day. 

On  November  1st  we 
shall  be  called  upon  to 
choose  between  progres- 
sive town  government 
and  reactionary  auto- 
cracy. Progressive 
government  means  true 
and  long-sighted  eco- 
nomy, for  it  must 
always  l>e  remembered 
that  economy  in  rates 
can  only  be  judged  on 
the  value  obtained  for 
money  spent. 

If  high  rates  mean  a 

-thoroughly  efficient  system  of  education, 
good  roads,  municipal  trams,  a healthy  popu- 
lation, then  they  are  justified. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  satisr 
factory  return  for  a high  rating,  tho  money 
is  wasted,  and  an  injustice  is  being  forced 
upon  the  electors. 

On  November  1st  women  voters  will  lie 
asked  to  -return  Co-operative  candidates, 
among  whom  will  be  some  of  their  own  sex, 
all  of  whom  will  be  out  for  clean  local  gov- 
ernment. Will  co-operators  weloome  this 
opportunity  of  getting  more  women  on 
public  bodies? 

Alas!  it  is  here  where  sx>  many  women 
electors  fail.  How  strange  it  is  that  even 
when  we  can  choose  our  candidates,  we  do 


LIST  I THE  “ BOGEY  " MAN. 
“ SAVE  THE  RATES." 

□ 

“ Economy  " Condi  dales  this 


So  save  yourselves.  He  true  to 
Your  CIosi  ond  Your  Own 
Interests.  Vote  and  Act 
Co-operatively.' 

READ  NOVEMBER 

“Woman’s  Outlook” 


not  make  it  our  business  to  see  that  tliey 
are  returned.  And  after  all  it  is  only  the 
wornan  councillor  who  has  known  what 
it  is  to  be  short  of  money  when  a baby  is 
expected,  who  will  have  sympathy  and 
understanding  for  other  women.  It  is  only 
tho  woman  who  knows  what  it  means  to 
put  up  with  bad  housing  conditions  who 
can  speak  with 
authority  on  housing ; 
and  it  is  only  the 
woman  who  has  suffered 
from  indifferent  edu- 
cation who  will  plump 
lor  a fair  and  equitable 
chance  for  children  in 
the  educational  world. 

Tile  work  of  city 
councillors  involves  the 
welfare  and  happiness 
of  the  poorest  citizen. 
Only  those  can  legis- 
late for  this  class  who 
have  a thorny  experi- 
ence for  a motto.  Wo- 
men as  politicians  may 
he  on  the  road,  but 
their  honest  ballot-box 
strength  is  yet  untried,  because  as  a body 
women  are  indifferent  and  indolent. 

The  power  “ to  sack  ” all  political  offen- 
ders who  have  not  made  good  lies  in  the 
organised  voting  strength  of  the  women. 
Suppose  we  lay  out  every  ounce  of  energy 
this  November  1st  ns  an  experiment.  The 
Co-operative  Party’s  programme  includes 
everything  that  women  holds  dearest — 
opportunities  for  child  welfare,  good 
health,  progressive  education,  better 
streets,  and  more  adequate  lighting;  not 
forgetting  the  undoing  of  all  those  vested 
interests  which  work  for  the  benefit  of  the 
few,  and  not  for  the  good  of  the  whole. 
Will  you  not  remember  that  all  such  social 
grievances  have  the  rc-medy  in  the  secrecy 
of  the  ballot  box? 


OUR  PRESS  PUSH. 

LEEDS  INITIATES  A CAMPAIGN. 


Past,  present,  and  future  have  taken 
part  in  the  seventy-eighth  anniversary 
celebrations  at  Leeds  in  connection  with 
which  a Press  Push  Campaign  has  been 
started,  in  which  all  the  society’s 
auxiliary  bodies  aro  interested — Men’s  and 
M omen’s  Guilds,  the  Students’  Fellow- 
ship, and  members  of  the  Comrades’ 
Circles. 

Two  large  and  exhilarating  meetings 
have  already  taken  place— on  Saturday  and 
Monday  last — but  our  space  this  week 
forbids  any  detailed  accounts  of  these 
gatherings  except  to  say  that  both  were 
most  enthusiastic  and  keen  about  the 
development  of  our  own  press,  ques- 
tions and  criticism  being  raised  on 
the  “News”  and  the  prospects  of  a dailv 
newspaper,  to  which  Mrs.  Bamford  Tom- 
linson, of  the  National  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society,  replied. 

Two  resolutions  were  carried,  one  in 
favour  of  another  paper  for  adolescents, 
and  the  second — at  a special  women’s 
meeting  on  Monday  last  when  there  was 
an  attendance  of  over  500  persons — in 
favour  cif  free  periodic  paper  patterns  in 
“ Woman’s  Outlook.” 

But  a more  detailed  account  will  appear 
in  our  11  Women’s  Pages  ” next  week. 


On  account  of  tho  pressure  of  our  space 
this  week,  caused  by  the  rqports  of  con- 
ferences which  are  given  up  to  date,  we 
are  obliged  to  hold  over  the  minutes  of  tho 
Central  Committee. 

Members  of  the  Cinder  Hill  (Nottingham) 
Guild  liavo  passed  a resolution,  as  wives 
and  mothers,  strongly  protesting  against 
any  policy  being  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment or  its  officials  inducing  war,  believing, 
as  they  do,  that  war  is  a crime  against 
humanity. 


CHARLTONS  CO-OPERATIVE 

CANDIDATES. 

WOMEN  HELP  WITH  EXPENSES. 


Ax  interesting  and  enjoyable  dance  and 
whist  drive  took  place  on  October  5th,  at 
the  Charlton  Assembly  Rooms.,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Charlton  Village  Women’s 
Guild,  in  aid  of  funds  toward  the  election 
expenses  of  the  Co-operative  candidate  for 
Charlton  at  the  forthcoming  Borough  Coun- 
cil election  of  Greenwich.  The  Royal 
Arsenal  Co-operative  Society  is  affiliated  to 
the  local  Labour  parties  in  its  various  dis- 
tricts, and  although  an  appreciable  sum 
toward  election  expenses  is  guaranteed  by 
the  society,  the  guild  members  were  deter- 
mined to  help  as  well.  The  platform  looked 
beautifuj  with  its  iirraoigeinent  of  flowers 
and  foliage.  Many  were  unable  to  be 
aceomimxlnted  at  the  whist  drive,  and 
among  the  dancers  Were  many  who  had 
fought  so  valiantly  fcegetlier  for  Dr.  H.  B. 
Morgan  at  tlie  last  L.C.C.  election,  also  a 
member  of  the^sooiety.  The  refreshment/?— 
all  home  made  of  C’.W.S.  and  R.A.C.S. 
productions — were  a great  success,  and 
spoke  much  for  the  splendid  organisation  of 
the  guildswomen.  Tlse  whist  drive  prizes 
were  given  by  Mrs.  K.  Smith,  the  president 
of  tho  guild,  and  a hearty  welcome  was 
given  to  all  women  to  join  tiie  guild,  and  an 
announcement  by  the  M.C.  fur  names  of 
tlioee  wishing  to  join  a Men’s  Guild  ougkt 
to  meet  with  success.  If  all  the  co-opera- 
tion and  enthusiasm  displayed  to  make  the 
evening  a success  is  repeated  during  tho 
election  the  two  Co-operative  candidates  ■- 
Mrs.  0.  Bennett  and  Mr.  H.  Gibbons — will 
bo  returned,  at  the  top  of  the  p ie.  The 
prospect  is  enough  to  make,  the  Tory  village 
forefathers  turn  in  their  graves. 


Mrs.  Bennett  (Nottingham  education 
committee)  addressed  the  Mapperley 
Women’s  Guild  last  week. 


BEDLINGTON’S 
BABY  SHOW. 


Society’s  officials 
and  Guild  members 
at  tho  distribution  of 
prizes  described  in 
our  “Pagos”  last 
week. 


1922. 


ANOTHER  WELCOMP 

VISITOR.  a 


It  was  a wf,u 
that  jg» 
Mrs  and  M,  ffv 
into 

offices  at  Lon,  ?iV 

Mrs.  and  Mr  S' 
motte  hail  from 

S™'!  1.1 

JenZ; 

cloSM 

for  the  first  tho 
eager  to  enrr,  £ 
co-operative  t&Z 

hnck  to  their  n ni 
little  isle,”  so 
lated  from  » 

mainland. 


Mrs.  Delamottk. 


•tiaunana. 

In  the  balmy  summer  days  Councillor 
Mrs.  Shaw  (York),  after  visiting  the^S 
Congress  at  Portsmouth,  decided  to  tnT  j 
their  holiday  at  St.  Heliers,  where  theyS 
a typical  example  of  charming  Jersey 
m Mrs.  Delamotte,  a co-operator  bur2 
with  a desire  to  form  a Women's  Guild  in 
the  island.  Mrs.  Shaw  wrote  to  tell  us  nf 
the  co-operative  seed  that  was  being  sown  in 
Jersey,  and  immediately  we  sent  a nurd 
containing  copies  of  “Woman’s  Outlook'' 
and  “ Our  Circle,”  with  the  result  an  i»tw 
change  of  correspondence  followed  whiih 
has  ripened  into  friendship,  and  Mrs.  Dels- 
motte's  first  thought  on  visiting  Manchester 
was  to  call  at  the  National  Co-operative  Pub. 
fishing  Society’s  office. 


BE  READY 


Deah  Madam, — There  lies  not  far  ahead 
the  greatest  opportunity  in  the  history  of 
our  country  to  bring  forward  women  cn'mli- 
dates  for  representation  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  People  of  all  shades  of  political 
opinion,  and  those  without  any  at  all,  aro 
heartily  sick  of  the  muddle  in  which  the 
country  has  so  long  lain.  The  old  prejudiro 
is  dying — a fearfully  hard  and  painful  death, 
’tis  true — against  women  in  public  life, 
mainly  because  the  few  who  have  gained 
some  eminence  have  proved  their  solid 
worth.  As  soon  as  the  ” stay-at-home " 
women  are  convinced  that  their  own  sex  can 
represent  them  better  than  the  men  who 
pretend  to  do  so  now  in  Parliament,  tho 
General  Election  results  will  be  a vew 
different  story7. 

May  I briefly  appeal  to  the  thousands  of 
working-class  women  who  have  the  time  to 
serve  on  public  committees  if  theyjliave  the 
will.  Those  who  married  young,  and  whose 
families  are  grown  up,  while  they  themselves 
are  still  in  their  prime;  those  with  one 
child ; those  who  unfortunately  have  never 
had  children;  those  who  have  never  mar- 
ried, but  have  “ mother  hearts ' —these  are 
the  women  to  whom  wo  must  look  to  edu- 
cate themselves  to  speak  for  the  millions  of 
fast-tied  and  inarticulate  working  mothers. 
Will  you  heed  the  call  and  Be  Ready?- 
Yours  sincerely7,  Lilian  Woodward. 

[We  refer  to  this  letter  in  our  Editorial  thia 

week. — Ed.,  “W.  P.”] 


MARRIED  WOMEN  IN  PAID 

POSITIONS. 

Dear  Madam, — I cannot  let  “ A l’ec kham 
Guildswoman’s  ” letter  go  unanswered.  I 
gave  a very  definite  and  clear  lead  at  the 
conference  to  which  your  correspondent  re- 
fers as  to  whether  married  women  should 
take  paid  positions.  I iKiintod  «>•* 
and  repeat  that,  as  a married  womens 
organisation,  we  of  the  Women's  Co-ope1"-1' 
tive  Guild  helped  to  legislate  for  women 
long  before  we  were  enfranchised,  and  miff 
that  we  have  the  vote,  the  question  under 
discussion  was  directly  connected  ffl 
legislation  for  the  married  woman. 
fore,  it  was  up  to  us  to  see  that  we  helper 
to  legislate  along  right  and  broad  lines,  a 
not  take  a.  backward  step  through  >?n(>r!11 
in  not  understanding  tlie  economic  to 
which  are  warping  our  views  on  this  qu 
tion.  No  earnest  guilder  who  holes  bacK  ' 

our  work  re  tlie  minimum  wage,  or  !«• 

forward  to  the  avork  we  hope  to  do  as 
International  Guild,  would  dream  of  say  » 
we  legislate  for  married  women  c f‘ 
But  I was  nob  prepared  to  give 
at  question  tune  to  a single 
being  given  preference  to  a jna  ^ 
woman  if  both  were  applying  for  the  ■> 
job.  I pcflnted  out  that  in  all  Ieglj  'tJiat 


there  are  1 you  ltd  to  be  sufferers.  ^ 
principle  must  always  hold  good.  .’ 
pointed  out  we,  the  workers,  are  b P.  - 
to  make  history,  and  that  we 
women  must  contribute  our  share  > 
iiav  or  another.  0f 

I certainly  did  mention  the  >,:,n  - 
women  who  have  contributed  to  11 
whether  in  legend  or  fact,  some  j a- 
monetary  point  of  view,  some  , , cur 
for  love  of  a cause;  nrd  »pp . .ir|ii,g 
women  to  realise  that  we.  too.  tic't'n'[>utc. 
women,  have  something  to  con  n||J 
Therefore,  we  must  legislate  in  0 , „).tr 
rooms  as  well  as  outside,  so  that  c. 
have  that  opportunity  of  work, 
voluntarily  or  by  receiving  paymen  • o0f 
It  is  unfortunate  when  wo  n,ef.  IuarnfJ 
conferences  that  objectors  to 
women  in  paid  positions  ” will  s°  ?v  t their 
no  part  in  the  discussions,  and  _ , fp1in 
objections  cannot  be  tackled  ovary  ^ (fii* 
another  person's  point  of  view.  ■ ,^|i- 
sitme  conference  one  delegate  ^ a* 

fied  that  her  point  of  view  . ,c „ien 
a result  of  our  talk  x>n  “ .Married 
Paid  Positions'.” — Yours  sincerely, 

1 Margarita  Aitctu-m  ^ 
Southern  Sectional  Secretary, 


^ October  U,  l^22- 
h ^oMENi/AGE?- 

GREAT  SHOPPING  CAMPAIGN. 


I HE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


HOW  TO  GET  MORE  CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE. 

WOMEN’S  SUGGESTIONS  AND  REPRIMANDS. 


A .MISLEADING  ADVERTISEMENT  UNDERMINES  LOYALTY. 


At  the  two-days’  school  which  took 
placo  i“  the  Manchester  district  at  Long- 
gjght  during  the  past  week,  Mrs.  Proud- 
fcot  (Sectional  Council  member)  spoko  on 
tl,0  “Joint  Trade  Campaign  and  Inter- 
1 national  Co-operation,”  outlining  the  part 
tfomen  co-operators  can  play  in  creating 
trade  for  their  societies  and  developing  inter- 
national  co-operation.  Canvass  members, 
do  propaganda  work  among  your  neigh- 
"bours,  distribute  copies  of  the  “ Co-opera- 
\ tire  New 6 ” and  " Woman’s  Outlook.” 

; Colne  Society  was  holding  a special  prcpa- 
I ganda  week  in  November,  and  the  guild 
members  there  had  set  apart  one  after- 
noon to  which  they  were  inviting  the 
women  members  to  a demonstration  of 
i “Nutrix”  milk.  A guild  evening  might 
also  be  set  apart  for  a “co-operative  pro- 
duction night,”  when  each  member  would 
bring  some  co-operatively  produced  article, 
and  in  a short  speech  give  the  reason  why 
she  used  the  special  article.  Rather  than 
discharge  employees  they  should  utilise 
them  as  canvassers  one  or  two  days  in  the 
week.  Many  of  the  departments  were  at 
the  present  time  under-staffed  in  compari- 
son with  those  of  private  firms.  Commo- 
dities during  unemployment  should  be 
made  up  in  smaller  quantities,  otherwise 
they  would  have  to  blame  the  women  for 
running  to  the  “ corner  shop.”  Societies 
should  endeavour  to  get  members  in  the 
outlying  districts  and  villages  by  the  use 
of  travelling  vans.  A great  believer  in 
advertising,  the  speaker  advocated  socie- 
ties creating  trade  by  advertising  on  large 
hoardings,  as  well  as  in  the  press.  Many 
customers  had  been  attracted  by  the  well- 
. displayed  advertisements  in  the  windows 
of  the  Colne  Society  advertising  the  C.W.S. 
blankets.  Then  the  young  people  should 
be  persuaded  to  become  members.  Children 
should  be  taught  at  the  co-operative  classes 
1 by  teachers  in  sympathy  with  the  move- 
ment. It  was  regrettable  that  out  of 
£60,000,000  worth  of  trade  done  by  socie- 
ties in  a year  only  £21,000,000  was  spent 
in  the  co-operative  movement. 

‘‘Woman's  Outlook”  to  the  Rescue. 

Urs.  Matthews  (Central  Committee) 


thought  the  inovoment  could  compete  with 
private  traders  advantageously  if  only 
members  were  more  loyal. 

Mrs.  Trippier  (Trlam)  thought  it  dis- 
graceful that  private  makers'  clubs  should 
be  run  in  co-operative  societies  or  factories. 

Mrs.  Woolley  (Openshaw)  did  not  think 
the  cost  of  carriage  accounted  for  the 
higher  prices  charged  for  goods  at  various 
societies. 

Mrs.  1'  earn  (Stretford)  advocated  amal- 
gamation ns  the  best  means  of  reducing 
overhead  expenses. 

Mrs.  Summerville  (C'rumpsnll)  was  a 
great  believer  in  advertising. 

Mrs.  Kaye  (Prestividi)  had  been  able  to 
get  a few  lapsed  members  back  into  the 
society,  while  visiting  neighbours  with 
copies  of  the  ” Woman’s  Outlook.”  She 
protested  strongly  against  the  advertise- 
ments of  a London  emporium  appearing  in 
the  large  newspapers  under  the  guise  of 
co-operative  stores.  This  was  under- 
mining the  loyalty  of  women  co-operators. 

Mrs.  Woodward  (Gorton)  suggested  a 
warning  might  be  given  in  the  ” Women’s 
Pages,”  but  another  delegate  thought  the 
C.W.S.  or  the  Union  should  take  the 
matter  up. 

Mrs.  Rowers  (Failswortli)  advocated  a 
“ poor  members’  counter,”  but  the 
majority  of  the  delegates  did  not  greet 
this  suggestion  favourably. 

Mrs.  Slingsby  (district  secretary)  told 
how  her  society  had  a man  ami  woman 
employee  canvassing  during  a portion  of 
the  week,  and  they  had  made  many  new 
members.  She  was  a believer  in  amalga- 
mation. 

Mrs.  Dakin  (B&swick)  found  when  visit- 
ing a poor  mining  area  that  the  society 
did  not  stock  tea  under  Is.  a quarter. 

Mrs.  Dawson  (district  president)  agreed 
that  many  at  the  shops  were  understaffed. 
A large  drapery  department  had  only  one 
assistant,  and  the  shop  had  to  be  closed 
during  the  dinner  hour  when  all  the  women 
were  coming  out  of  the  factories. 

Airs.  Dawson  was  in  the  chair.  The 
Central  Committee  was  represented  by 
Mrs.  Matthews  and  the  Section  by  Mrs. 
Beavan. 


FOR  LOCAL  TRADE 

COMMITTEES. 

ENTERPRISE  and  initiative 

NEEDED. 


Speaking  at  Derby  on  Saturday  last,  Mrs. 
Andrews  (Birmingham,  and  member  of  the 
special  Joint  Trade  Committee)  said  euilds- 
Komeu  were  loyal  and  believed  in  the  co- 
operative system  of  trade ; they  preferred 
« to  trade  carried  on  for  competition,  and 
new  that  by  trading  at  their  stores 
furP*116  would  be  shared  by  those  who 
tad  helped  to  make  it,  whereas,  under  com- 
petitive trade  this  surplus  would  have 
E°De  into  a few  hands.  Mrs.  Andrews  gave 
examples  of  how  trade  is  carried  on  and 
Prices  arranged  at  the  store  and  at  the 
Private  shop,  proving  the  co-operative  way 
®ocli  the  better  for  customers,  and  that 
Min  more  co-operative  trading  the  trade 
r the  country  would  be  purified  and  would 
?.  Vs  much  of  the  adulteration  from 
men  the  people  suffered,  for  co-operative 
slnn  8 sto°d  f°r  Pure  food.  The  trade 
°f  to-day  was  brought  about  by 
mplnymeut.  This  was  making  it  diffi- 
c tor  poor  members  to  he  loyal  to  their 
fm«VuV and  tbe  speaker  advocated  small 
LJ , es  being  packed  for  those  who 
jfy,  them.  It  should  also  be  made 
»torp  » f°r  'vbo  want€d  to  j°*n  the 
inin-t  do  s0-  ^I°re  enterprise  and 
(jjr.iy0  were  needed  on  all  co-operative 
ftai  « s>  "'bo  must  always  be  stut 


tli«T‘l'tVl's’  "no  must  always  be  studying 
•i® locnl  »eeds,  while  the  C.W.S.  should 
want*. 
mitte< 
eapiti 


to  'My  the  needs  of  those  who  wan  tod 
Wh  'ase  from  them.  Local  committees 
(jjj.  e.en  set  up  for  carrying  on  the  capital 
xs  tr'^"'  and  might  well  be  kept  going 
*ac  J1  , campaign  committees,  for  there 
nnf  *1  "ork  t0  be  done  locally  in  find- 
*o  muni  Li  ncetlB  Of  the  members,  trying 
Per  mo  i m‘  ^ this  were  done  the  trade 
effort  .ieii  "ould  increase.  And  special 
l?  should  be  made  with  leading  lines 
u*  t,nl  window  shows  and  exhibitions, 
thej'l  ‘filey  (District  Committee)  asked 
l<bert;C^a‘c's  n°t  to  be  led  away  by  cheap 
tiiv  difrlnicnts‘  ®,e  could  not  understand 
for  tlm  rcal'  stores  charged  different  prices 
u “jno  article.  This  should  not  be. 
•^U  Varden  (Derby  Women’s  Guild) 
to  rofiic  "as  ,lot  a mistake  for  the  C.W.S. 
pNiicin®  'n°I  e,  capiL>l.  They  were- not 
tkoimu  ^ !,u  that  societies  needed.  She 
out  for  lllort‘  inducement  should  be  thrown 
tfal  i|KJ.°c'?ties  to  be  loyal  to  their  cefl- 
..."‘MUutions. 

Jllfg  Cl 

le  of  i,  , " as-  very  • sorry  when  the 

Mrs  °‘TS  was  dropped. 

W d'o.Ii01;. t,ld  n?t  agree  that  tho  C.W.S. 
Suso  4U  ron,e-  ir'  refusing  more  capital, 
tr'Ppliii(,  0 dead-weight  of  interest  was 

t^ulti  (Derby  education  committee) 

Die  ue^d  for  more  trade,  and 


asked  for  cheaper  goods.  He  asked  if  the 
speaker  thought  fixed  prices  a good  tiling, 
and  in  reply,  Mrs.  Andrews  thought 
there  could  be  no  continuity  of  trade  at 
fixed  prices.  Wheif  the  material  they  were 
made  from  was  worked  up  prices  would 
probably  alter.  The  speaker  was  in  favour 
of  societies  being  allowed  to  fix  their  own 
prices. 

Mrs.  Jones  advocated  the  making  up  of 
small  packets  of  tea.  sugar,  &c.,  say,  2d. 
worth.  Mrs.  Clarke  (Crewton),  ‘ Mrs. 
Young  (Derby)  and  several  others  spoke  in 
the  same  strain. 

Mrs.  Redgate  (district  secretary)  was 
not  in  favour  of  cheap  goods  being  intro- 
duced into  the  stores.  The  great  thing 
was  to  supply  members  with  the  quantities 
at  reasonable  prices'.  Let  them  stand 
by  purity  of  food,  and  urge  their  directors 
(local  and  C.W.S.)  to  produce  more  to 
employ  more  of  their  members,  and  pay 
just  the  dividend  that  was  made. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  TO  BE. 


The  speaker  for  the  last  conference  of  tho 
Cheshire  and  North  Wales  District,  hold 
at  Rhyl  on  October  2nd  was  Mrs. 
Yearn  (Oldham,  and  Lancashire  sectional 
member),  who.  dealing  with  the  “ Woman’s 
International^’  traced  the  history  of  the 
Women’s  Guild,  and  pointed  out  that  the 
making  of -this  ” International  ” was  begun 
at  Basle,  and  how  once  women  became 
really  interested  in  international  affairs  a 
great  impetus  would  be  given  to  co-opera- 
tive trading  and  the  doing  away  with  all 
wars.  The  economic  or  wage-earning  side 
of  life  had  a great  deal  to  do  with  the 
present  war  rumours.  The  people  must 
begin  to  think  for  themselves,  and  when 
the  elections  came  they  must  use  their 
votes  in  the  interests  of  the  common  weal. 

Mrs.  M'Dowall  asked  if  the  speaker 
thought  the  Government  were  responsible 
•for  some  of  tho  unemployment,  to  which 
Mrs.  Yearn  replied  that  the  Government 
refused  a large  shipping  contract  and  let 
it  go  to  France  when  men  in  tho  shipyards 
here  are  unemployed. 

Mrs.  Blair,  Airs.  M'Ard,  Mrs.  Multon, 
Mrs.  Clarke,  and  others  took  part  in  the 
discussion,  and  the  resolution  protesting 
against  war  cn  any  pretext. 

Mrs.  Griffiths,  J.P.,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  Mrs  Rose  (Rhyl)  extended  the  welcome. 


In  rdditicn  to  those  mentioned  (he  follow- 
ing guild  branches'  have  also  sent  resolu- 
tions Of  protest  against  a probable  war 
with  Turkey  to  tho  Prime  Minister  and 
local  M.P.’s: — SparldiHl  (Birmingham). 
Banbury,  Ebbw  Vale,  Bishopston,  and 
Kensington  (Liverpool). 

LeMers  held  over,  in  type:  J.  Hewson,  D. 
Smith,  Mary  E.  Fish,  ard  «l.  Reid. 


. r u &u,ia  was  icrme 

at  Buckmill,  Stoke-on-Trent.  Thirty  mem- 
bers joined.  Mrs.  Twigg  was  elected  presi- 
d-ent,  and  Mrs.  Davies,  6,  Abbey-street, 
Abbey  Hulton,  near  .Milton,  secretary. 


Tho  members  of  the  Blackley  Guild  have 
passed  the  following  resolution:  “We 

declare  ourselves  against  war  on  any  pre- 
text whatever,  and  urge  the  Government  to 
use  it®  power  to  bring  about  a state  of 
pence  in  this  and  all  countries. ” 


The  Northampton  Central' Guild  recently 
held  n successful  harvest  festival,  when  over 
100  members  were  present.  Mrs.  Wilson 
(president)  made  an  able  auctioneer.  The 
proceeds  go  to  the  members  and  the  ” Scat- 
tered Homes  ” ' Children’s  Christmas 
festivities. 


The  Wandsworth  Guild  (Birmingham) 
bav®  scnt  a resolution  to  the  Prime 
Minister  and  local  M.P.  calling  upon  the 
Government  to  istop  the  ocjnoentmrion  of 
troops  in  the  East,  and  to  refer  the  oues- 
tion  for  settlement  to  the  League  of  Nations 
with  the  inclusion  of  all  interested  states. 


At  the  Norwich  District  Conference 
recently  held-at  Bungay,  a resolution  was 
passed  protesting  against  war  in  the  Near 
Fast,  and  asking  the  Government  to  refer 
the  question  of  a settlement  to  the  I/oagiie 
of  Nations.  We  shall  actively  support  our 
menfolk  in  their  determination  of  “not  a 
man,  not  a gun,  not  a ship,”  are  the  terms 
of  this  resolution. 

The  Enfield  Highway  Guild  has  just 
issued  its  half-yearly  balance  sheet. 
Interesting  addresses  have  been  given  by 
prominent  people  and  guild  officials.  At 
ihe  society’s  jubilae  celebrations-  the  guild 
carried  off  the  first  and  second  prizes  for 
the  best-decorated  vehicles.  Unfortunately 
the  guild  ha®  lost  two  prominent  members, 
.Airs.  Zellnr  and  Mrs.  Hayhurst,  who  have 
passed  away  during  the  last  half-year. 


Enfield  are  this  week  wishing  good-bye  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yuill,  of  Southbury-rond,  who 
are  leaving  the  neighbourhood  for  War- 
minster, Wiltshire.  Mrs.  Yuill  .ha®  been  a 
k^en  worker  on  the  Children’s  Care  Com- 
mittee, War  Pensions  Committee,  and 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 
pfJ?l^yearsn8li,'vas  secretary  of  the 
Enheld  Town  Guild,  and  Mrs.  Craffip,  on 
behalf  of  the  members,  recently  presented 
I.er  with  a handsome  lamp  0f  oxidised  silver 
inscribed. 

Illness  of  Mrs.  Groon.— Oi.r  refers,  and 
Guild  members  in  particular,  will  regret 
to  hear  that  Mrs.  Green,  the  esteemed 
and  well-known  Southern  co-operator  and 
Guild  worker,  is  at  present  lying  seriously 
ill  in  a nursing  home,  suffering  from  an 
acute  form  of  neuritis.  Already  one  opera- 
tion has  been  performed  very  successfully. 
Meanwhile,  Mrs.  Green  and  her  daughter 
(Mrs.  Ward)  wish  to  thank  nil  who  have 
sent  messages  of  love  and  sympathy,  and 
all  will  join  with  us  in  expressing  hopes 
for  a speedy  recovery. 


As  might  be  expected  from  a guild  which 
has  the  national  president  as  one  of  its 
members,  the  Gloucester  branch  ha®  taken 
a great  interest  in  the  affair®  of  the  nation, 
and  at  a recent  meeting  a resolution 
condemning  the  drift  towards  a new  war 
was  passed.  The  women  declare  them- 
selves agains-t  war  on  any  pretext  whatever 
and  resolved  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
prbvent  the  wholesale  slaughter  of  the 
young  life  they  liave  given  to  the  world,  by 
actively  supporting  their  menfolk  in  their 
determination  of  “ not  a man,  not  a gun, 
not  a ship.”  And  they  called  upon  the 
Government  to  step  the  concentration  of 
treops  in  the  Fast,  and  to  refer  the  ques- 
tion for  settlement  to  the  League  of 
Nations,  with  the  inclusion  of  all  interested 
states. 


and  others  who  have 
hitherto  had  to  deny 
themselves  the 
pleasure  of  a cup  of 
Tea  from  fear  of  the 
after  consequences. 

The  Good  Health 
Mascot  offers  Diges- 
tive Tea  Tips,  which 
can  be  drunk  by  all. 


GD 


REFRESHING. 

STIMULATING. 

INVIGORATING. 


9D.  per 

quarter 

lb. 


c.w.s.  Digestive 
tea  Tips. 


ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORE. 
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AMONG  THE 

EDUCATIONISTS. 

FORM  A CLASS! 

NO  SOCIETY  SHOULD  BE  WITHOUT 
ONE.  i 

[Bv  “ OWENI'CE.”] 

October  is  t lie  month  in  which  almost  all 
co-operative  education  committees  wake  Jip 
and  show  signs  of  life. 

It  is  in  October  that  most,  classes  arranged 
locally  by  societies  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Central  Education.  Committee  of  the  Co- 
operative Union  begin.  These  classes  are 
still  the  most  important  part  of  co-ojerative 
education.  Lectures  and  concerts,  whist 
drives  and  dances,  are  all  very  well ; but  it 
is  absurd  to  suppose  that  these  have  much  real 
educational  value.  Such  gatherings  make,  a 
wide  appeal,  they  please  many,  they  have 
social  value,  and  should  be  arranged  by  every 
society  : but  class  work  is  the  foundation  and 
centre  of  fill  co-operative  teaching.  The  im- 
portance ot  steady,  systematic,  porsistent 
studv  in  .class  under  the  direction  of  persons 
qualified  to  teach  cannot  be  exaggerated  or 
overstated. 

Notwithstanding  this,  it  is  a fact  that  not 
one  co-operative  society  in  three  makes  any 
attempt  to  organise  classes.  There  arc  pearly 
],500  societies  in  membership  with  the  Co- 
operathe  Union,  but  only  5118  junior  classes 
were  formed  last  winter.  That  is  a large 
number,  and  it  is  satisfactory  that  about 
22,000  boys  and  girls  last  year  attended  junior 
classes  in  eo-opcliltion.'  But  it  is  also  true 
that  nearly  a thousand  societies  made  no  effort 
to  organise  even  one  junior  class ; while 
scores  of  education  committees  did  not  even 
consider  the  durability  of  making  a beginning. 

Costs  Very  Little. 

r Even  the  smallest  society  has  power  to 
organise  at  least  one  junior  class  if  its  com- 
mittee has  the  will  to  do  so.  A junior  class 
costs  very  little,  it  is  easily  organised,  and 
makes  but  a very  small  demand  upon  the 
time  and  energies  of  the  local  organising 
committee.  The  essential  things  needed  to 
start  a class  are  : — First,  a room  ; second,  a 
competent  teacher ; third,  a few  copies  of 
“ Our  Story  " : and  fourth,  twelve  or  twenty 
children.  These  can  bo  found  by  every 
society-  If  the  society  lacks  a room,  one  can 
be  hired  from  the  public  education  authority 
or  from  some  other  local  body ; indeed,  if 
the  worst  comes  to  the  worst,  a junior  class 
can  be  held  in  a members’ • parlour.  A com- 
petent teacher  can  be  found  in  every  place  if 
diligently  looked  for. 

Let  me  urge  you.  dear  reader,  if  you  are  a 
mcndur  of  an  education  committee  which 
organises  no  classes,  to  decide  here  and.  now 
that  you  will  start  a class  this  winter.  There 
is  still  time  for  you  to  make  a beginning. 
If  you  cannot  start  before  Christmas  you 
can  begin  in  January.  Write  at.  onco  to  Mr. 
C.  E.  Wood,  who  is  the  secrotary  of  the  Central 
Education  Committee  of  the  Co-operative 
Union,  at  Holyoako  House,  Hanover-strcet, 
Manchester,  and  ask  him  to  send  you  a copy 
of  that  committee’s  educational  programme, 
and  full  information  about  the  formation  of 
classes,  and,  having  got  the  information, 
gird  up  your  ioiu3  and  see  what  you  can  do. 

A Life-long  Process. 

I lay  stress  on  the  formation  of  junior  classes 
because  these  are  the  easiest  to  form.  But 
education  is  a life-long  process.  Adult  co- 
operators  need  teaching  quite  as  much  as 
their  boys  and  girls.  For  these,  too.  every 
educat  ion  commit  too  should  make  provision. 
It  really  ought  to  be  possible’ for  cvciy  com- 
mittee to  arrango  at  least  one  adult  class 
in  co-operation  every  winter. 

Yet  only  about  thirty  adult  classes  in  co- 
operation were  formed  in  Britain  last  winter, 
and  less  than  eight  hundred  students  were 
enrolled.  True,  there  were  other  classes  for 
adults  in  Industrial  History,  Citizenship, 
and  Economies  ; but  even  when  these  are 
taken  into  account  it  is  dear  that  education 
committees  generally  tail  to  do  all  they  should 
to  form  classes  in  which  men  and  women  co- 
operators  can  be  taught. 

Technical  classes  are  important  and  neces- 
sary, and  it  is  well  that  societies  should  or- 
ganic classes  in  arithmetic  and  bookkeeping, 
.salesmen  and  management,  for  their  employees 
end  otlujr  persons  desirous  of  increasing  their 
earning  power.  But  co-operative  instruction 
is  the  principal  thing,  and  it  is  lamentable 
that  so  many  education  committees  make 
no  attempt  to  teach  the  history  and  principles 
of  eo-operat  ion. 

Even  if  education  committees  fail  to  or- 
ganise classes  locally  there  is  no  reason  why 
any  adult  co-operator  who  desires  more  know- 
ledge should  not  study  co-operation  in  a class. 
Individual  and  isolated  students,  or  local 
groups  of  students,  can  join  the  correspon- 
dence classes  in  many  subjects  arranged  by 
the  Co-operative  Union.  They  can  study  at 
home  if  they  have  a mind. to  do  so,  and  hove 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  as  they  study  that 
every  student  who  joius-a  ckvj3  taught  by  post 
from  Holyoako  House  receives  the  very  host 
tuition  that  tho  co  operative  movement  is 
able  to  provide. 


“ Almost*  the  only  English  magazine 
worthy  to  rank  with  the  Aitioiienn  ones, 
which  are  magnificent  productions  fur  the 
most  t |iSiit.^  -A‘.  “ iMs I lg:^  ..Monthly”, 
reader  on  her  favourite  ‘magazine. 


CALENDAR. 


OCTOBER. 

Mon’s  Guild  (Bolton,  Mam-liester.  and  Mersey 
■ DiitHcM). — Joint  Organising  -Conference, 

in  (lie  Kducnlionul  Booms,  Bow-street, 
Bolton,  at  3 p.m. 

, North-Western  Section. ANo'rlh  -Lonsdale  Dis- 
trict Conference,  al  Jhe.  Stores.  Buckbarrow, 
at  3 p.-m.  Subject  for  discussion’:  " Sales- 
mansion”;  to  In'  introduced  by -Mr.  J.  T. 
Blades  (manager,  Levon  Valley  Society). 

, Western  Serlionni  Conference,  in  the  C.W.S. 
Premises,  St.  Man -street,  Cardiff,  al  3 p.m. 
Subject-  for  discussion  : 'Mr. ’.G,  Riddle’s 
Congress  paper;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr. 
Riddle. 

, Southern  Educational  Association.— Conference 
in  the  Assembly  Hall,  99.  Lemnn-street, 
London,  12.,  ut2-3o  p.m.  Subject  tor  discus- 
sion : “ Secondary  Education  for  All";  to 
be  introduced  by  Mi.  li.  S.  M.  Ellis,  M.A. 

, Wholesale  Society. — General  Meeting,  in  (lie 
Mitchell  .Memorial  Hull,  Bollcon-slreel,  Man- 
chester, at  2 p.m.  - 

Barry  Society  and  ‘Western  ; Education  -- Associa- 
tion.— Weekend  School,  in  the  Higli-sl reet 
Bovs’  SclioOl, ’Barry.-  - Subject  : -"Citizen: 
ship."  Leruiror,  Mbs  K.  M.  White  (Lec- 
turer in  Civics  to  Ltfitdoii  County  Council). 

I.  Women’s  Guild  (Manchester  District).— Officials’ 
.Classes,  at  Kolyaake  House,  from  2-30  in  4 
p.m.,  and.  4-45  to  6-15  p.m.  Teacher,  Mrs. 
Russell  (sectional  secretary).  . 

, Women’s  Guild. — Oxford  District  Conference,. in 
the  Co-operative  .Hall/  Higli-slreel,  -Chipping 
Nortdn.  Subjeet  for  discussion  : - Joint 

Trade  Campaign."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Tucker 
(Sectional  Council). 

V.  Women’s  Guild.— N'nrth-fiast  . Devon  Dislriel 
Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Rooms, 
Bovey  Tracey,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  di~- 
mission  : “ Co-operative  Trade  Campaign." 
Speaker,  Mrs.  Roberts  (sectional  secretary). 

i.  Men’s  Guild  (London  District). — < * nferei.ee  nt 

Sliornelis,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  tor  discussion  : 
"Tlie  Men's  Guild:  Its  Work  and  Develop- 
ment." Address  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer. 

,i  liorth-Western  Educational  Assr.ciaTion  (South- 
West  Yorkshire  Group).— Conference,  at  65," 
Sunbridge-ruad,  Bradford,  at  3-15  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : “ Co-cneralivo  ' Classes 
and  Class  Work.”  Paper  by  Mr.  W.  'P. 
Watkins  (Co-opemtive  Union). 

„ North-Western  Seel  ion.— Bolton  Dis'.rUt  Confer- 
ence, . in  the  Congregational  School,  Iz-iglt- 
road.  Weslhoughton,  ut  3.  p.m.  Subject  for 
consideration  : Mr.  G.  Riddle’s  Congress 

pnper;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  II.  Jackson 
. (executive  committee). 

„ Norlh-We.stern  Section.— Manchester  District 
Conference,  on  Hie  C.W.S.  Premises.  Bul- 
. loon.Rlreet,  Manchester,  at  2-45  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  consideration  : “ Mutuul  Aid  in 

Education  ";  to  be  introduced  l>v  Mr.  S. 
Fuirbrotlier  (sectional  board). 

„ Nort  h-Wesiern  Section.— Rosser.dale  District 
Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall.  Eden- 
fleld,  .at  3-15  tan.  Subject  for  diocussioii  : 
" Tlie  Co-operative  Pnrtv  ; Its  Policy,  Activi- 
ties, and  Needs.”  Address  by  Mrs.  12.  M. 
Christie. 

,,  Southern  Sectional  Conference,  at  the  C.W.S. 
• Assembly  Room,  Leman-street,  London,  12.1, 
at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : Mr. 
Ci.  Riddle’s  Congress  paper;  to  be  intro- 
duced  by  Mr.  It.  Hibberd  (secretary, 
Southern  Section). 


Berkeley -t reel,  Walcot,  Bulb,  at  3-15  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : Mr.  G.  Riddle'.-  Con- 
gress paper;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  A.  II. 
Dawkins  (secretary,  Bath  mid  Twertoii 
Society)! 


FNTERTAINERS. 


CROSLAND  MOOR  UNITED  HANDBELL  RINGERS. 

Open  for  engagements.— Terms,  apply,  T.  G.uir- 
L\\D,  10,  Chapel-terrace.  Crosland  Moor.’liudderstleld. 
OW  BOOKING,  dates  for  Lectures  on  GARDEN- 
ING SUBJECTS;1  illustrated  with  lnnern-  slides 
equired. — Apply  tor  full  particulars  to  Cyril 
JIXG,  74,  East  Dulwich-road,  S.  12.22. 


N 


S' 


OUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.). — Write  for  artistes 
to  R.  Hidderd,  66.  Great  rrescott-strcet,  London,  E.l. 

A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

WILL  CARTER’S  " MERItlE  MIMICS."— New 
Programme.  Absolutely  Refined.  Built-  for 
Fun.  A few  of  our  dates  :— October  14th.  Eowlco 
Prim.  S.S. ; October  21st,  'Crompton  Co-op.;  October 
28Ml,  Oldham  Cong.  S.S.  (cancelled  lhrmig)i  fire); 
November , 4th,  Wolkden  Co-op.;  November  9Hi,  Bes- 
witlr  Co-op.  (and  3-further  dates  later).  Now  hooking 
November  lltli  and  onwards.  Offer  for  Christmas  uiiil 
New'  Year.  Terms  mod.;  distance  no  object.— Pro- 
gramme, Ac.,  15,  WnrWick-streef,  Hulme.  'Phono: 
1163  Central 


APARTMENTS. 


Edinburgh.— write  “c 
390,  Morningside-rond. 


rniglea,"  c/o  Aitcheson, 
Highly  recommended. 


NATIONM,  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
& ALLIED  WORKERS-Tke  N.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  “ R««diV?  " Tridi  Union 
paper  Published  fortnightly 
'on  Slturdayi).  Pri»  2d., 
(rom  hianch  vcr-Uriei,  or  3J. 
I (re:  from  Central  Uilice— 
)akley,"  Wilmslow  Road, 
Fallow  field,  Maiu'neitei. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BUTCHERY.— The  Burton-on-Trent  Cooperative 

Society  Ltd.’  Ilianks  all  applicants  for  the  position, 
of  BUTCHERY  MANAGER,  and  begs  to  uuuounce  that 
an  appointment  hits  now  -been  made. 

COMPETENT, ’ experienced'  MAN  Wanted  to  take 
charge  of  ftg.lr.il  I'.'nccry;  must  lie  a keen  dis- 
ciplinarian; used  to  leAk.ig:  nc’eoiinls,  with  experience 
ot  country  trade.— Apply,  with  references,  stating  age, 
present  | o-iiiun,  if. married,  and  woges  required  (trade 
12450),  to  Secretary,  lu-cpcrativo  Society,  Oheslium, 
Bucks. 

DRAPERY.'  BRANCH  FOREMAN.— Wanted,  a smart 
YOUNG  MAN,  thoroughly  conversant  with  all 
sections  of  Min  drapery  trade,',.  K>  lake  charge  of 
Drapery  • Branch.—  Apply  by  letter,  stating  age,  ex- 
perience, Ac.,  to  London  Co-operative  Society,  54, 
’’  land-street,  Strdtfortl;  12.15,  envelopes  to  be 


inked 


l'o 


DRAPERY  MANAGER  and  BUYER  Wanted  for  the 
Marsdeti  Equitable  Industrial  Society,  near 
Huddersfield ; N.U.C.O.  scale  paid;  turnover  nearly 
L10.CG0  [le^  annum. — Written  applications;  slating  age, 
qualifications,  and  expotierTce.  n-grther  -with  copies 
ol  m-eiil  testimonials,  tqthc.  address,  Mnrsden  Equit- 
nlil-  1 r.diis:  rial  Society,  endorsed  " Drapery  .Manager," 
not  later  tlini!  Wednesday,  October  18Hi. 


MANTLES  AND  BLOUSES.— Wanted,  a thoroughly 
-smart  YOUNG  LADY;  must  have  practical  ex- 
perience in  mantled  and  costumes,  and  be  able  to 
measure  for  bespoke  costumes. — Apply  by  letter,  stal- 
ing age,  experience,  Ac.,  to  l.on<lon  Co-operative 
Society;  54,  Maryland-slreet,  Stratford,  12.15,  envelopes 
to  -.b-vjiiarked  " Marines.". 

Required,  wharf  clerks.— Apply  by  letter, 

stating  age,  salary  required,  and  particulars  of 
cxiierient-c’,  to  Hie  London  Cooperative  Society  Ltd., 
Coal  Department,  50.  C’lmrch-streot,  West  Ham. 

SMART  YOUNG  LADY  Warned  ns  FIRST  HAND  "in 
General  Drapery  anil.  Ladles'  Boot  Department; 
must  be  -thoracghly  eompjtenl  to  serve  through  opd 
lake  charge  during  inan.iger’s  absence;  good  stock- 
keeper'  : i d up-to-date'  window-d lessor  essential. — 
Applications,  vatH-ff  experience,  age,  and  wages  re- 
quired,..with  f.copi-'H  of  recent  testimonials;  must  be 
sent  bv  October  IDili  lo  Bedford  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd.,  MTdlrfi.d-i c'sid,  Bcilfcril. 

SMART.  ASSISTANT,  nude, ".Wanted  for  Boot  Depart- 
liioi:!  ; thdicugh  knowledge ' ot  the  trade  essen- 
tial; must1  be  a k?  -ii  sftlcsminn  and, 'good  sloekkeeper. — 
Apply,  sialit g age,  experience,  and  wages  required, 
the  tier  ial  .Manager,  the  Co-operative  Society’  Ltd., 
High-sin  i,  Rochester. 

SOUTHERN  society  Requires  smart  MAN,  butcher’s 
shop;  able  to  kill;  wages  70s. — Apply,  "South 
BuUlors,"  Box  56.  "Co-operative  News, Manchester. 

TRAFFTC^IANAGEIT.— Applications  are  invited  for 
the  pr  sit  ion  ot  TRAFFIC  MANAGER  to  the 
Coventry  and' District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.;  the 
person  appointed  must  be  a capalilc  organiser,'  able 
lo  control  and  supervise  the  whole  nt  the  society's 
delivery  arrangements;  13  motor  vehicles  and  66  herses 
kept.— Applications  hv  Idler  only,  endorsed  ” Traffic 
Manager,"  stating  nge.  experience,  qualifications,  and 
sillary  requited,  to  be  received  not  later  than  October 
16th,  to  Coventry  and  District  Co-operative  Society 
Limited.  Wed  Orchard. 

THE  OxiYmiltee  of-  the  C.leckheaton  Industrial  C’n- 
o|>erntivi.‘  Society  Ltd.  wish  to  thank  nil  appli- 
cants fc-r  the  position  of  DRAPERY  MANAGER,  and 
beg  to  say  that  the  position  has  now  been  filled. 

THE  Com  in  It  fee  of  the  Llandudno  Junction  Co- 
rporative Sociely  ®d.  beg  to  thunk  the  72 
nppltcnr.ts  fer  (lie  po'siti.;n  of  SECRETARY,  and  to 
state  that  Mr.  H.  II.  Chadwick  (Blackpool)  lias  received 
tlie  appointment. 

THE  General  Committ-'e  of  the  Chatham  .and  Djs-- 

trict  Co-operative  Scciety T,t*J.  wish  to  thank 

all  applicants  for.  Hie  positions  oi  BRANCH  MAN- 
AGER, also  'FIRST  HAND,  recently  advertised,  and 


beg  I 


: the 


r filled. 


THE  Gillingham  Co-operative  Society  Lid.  begs  to 
t-liunk  ail  applicants  for  the  i>ost'  of  MANAGER 
a'r.d  BUYER  in  Boot  Department,  and  to  inform  them 
that  the  vacancy  has  now  been  filled. 

THE  Cleat  Itnrwpcd  Society  Ltd.  ilesires.  lo  thank 
all  applicants  for  the  positron  of  BUTCHERING 
MANAGER,  and  to  state  the  position  has  been  (Iliad. 
•KITANTED.  by  the  Boynton  and  Worth  Co-operative 
V?  Society  Ltd.,  competent  person  for  Hie  posi- 
tion , f SECRETARY  ; number  of  members,  580;  annual 
sales,  about  £28,000;  N.U.C.O.  scalo.-Applic'ations, 
slat irg  age,  experience,  and  rqjprence.s,  to  be  sent 
in  i n later  Hum  Monday,  October  16tli,  addressed 
to  the  OqiRnytt:  *. 

TSTBTANTED.  thoroughly  enpahlj1  MANAGER  and 
V V BUYER  for  Furnishing  and  Iroiunongcry  D’- 
partmciit;  mmrt-he-  k<v>n  buyer  and  Slrict  d i’-cipji- 
norian ; trad-  last  boJi-\  ar  £33,000.— Apply  by  let  ter, 
slating-  nge,  experience,-  and-  siilarv  required:  Snclesiitg 
copies  of  balaiice  slfeets  for  last  twelve  months,  to- 
gether with  copies  of  three  r- c i.t  t -stimr.iiials.  Pin- 
volopes -should  be-  cndoraid  " Furpishingv”  and- ad- 
dressed-  to  Committee,  1’Ivmoulh  Co-operative  Societv 
Ltd..  17.  Fronkfrrt-strcs  I,  Plymouth,  ami  shculd  arrive 
r.ot  later  than  Thursday,  October  19th. 

■\^OU,'IG  LADY  ASSISTANT  Required  for  Drapery 
1 ond  -.Bcot  Departments.— Apply,  with  age,  wage 
required,  and  experience,  lb  Secretary,  Co-operative 
Society,  Haywards  Heath,  Sussex. 


'iarkiing 
| ‘ and 
i Jtyeiicsoud 

[ When  Ordering  Syrup,  please  say  “ WESTBUSN." 


SITUATIONS  WANTED 


SSISTANTS,  M INAGER8, 


AL  HOUSEMEN,  Cl  £RKs',' PACKERS  »Au 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  » 
good  references,  for  «oy  distributive  deMri^*"1' 
John  Tl'Rnkii,  General  Secretary,  Nation»i  i ’• 
Union,  Shop  Aasistanta,  Warehousemen  ADU'l‘aSi 
Dilka  Ilouse,  Molet  street,  London,  W.C  i *** 
RAPERY.— Smart  MAN,  aged  Yj 
GAGEJIENT  as  MANAGER  ,)r  n,Wk’  Rlt 
i’  experience,  15  years  in  movement'  JW  u 
i preferred;  highest  rcferences.l-ti:,.®^ ” 
dive  Nows,”  Manchester.  x 


D 


AKERS. — Societies 


are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  BiNFituT 
tury,  Amalgamated  Union  of  Urierative  mf11 
Confectioners  67,  Sydney. si  red,  Londo^ 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Devonshire  clotted  cream  m. 

famous  the  world  over.  liellrim,’.'*' 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize.  Nation^  taJStf 
Jxir.don;  produced  by  ihc  Cathedral  Dahv  r ” 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  Dr  “'W, 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative 
t-:.d  Society  Ltd..  110.  Sldwell-MrU 

I71UNER.VL  CARS  and  Improver  : j.T 

1 HEARSES  and  COACHES;  varion  . ^ 
some  second-hand ; photos  fro.*. — Cusli  or  lerJ 
M iRSTOx's  Carriage  Works  Limited.  ir'S' 
Blmiirghnin. JlJ,Md' 

OW  to  cut  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FIOTRt'.' 
making  attractive  window  display*-  ** 

method,  2s.  complete,  post  ir^e.— ••  i 
27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 


ar.t 


rnno  (Dept.  ^ 

Mjfd:  read  - ,NUCCPt?ii~5' 

_ monthly  psper  Hint  will  enccnrage  v'on  h i*1 
n,,d  attain  everything  that  make,  'i,:.;  ‘ 

worth  winle.— Ord»r  at  newsagent,  or u 'C 
copy  to  Sales  .Manager,  " Sue.  . . - m „h.  »« 

1 1 ' - ' • — '-I  mi. -vox's  ferriage  \V,  , . I | , ' b'-'I p a!> 

street,  Birinir.ghnm. 

Motor  lurries  a mf  ford" car" ror  s\lf--k: 
Karleslown  Co-operative  Sociely  have  fordira^ 
tne  following  r—  Ford  two-seater  ( Alt,  „ilh 
seat;  20  h.p. ; 1915  ergine;  diam.  of  . yfirderCfc  •' 
complete  with  lighting  set,  two  head  lights 
side  lights.  2-ton  "Guy"  MOTOR  T.BRRY,  5 brv 
1920  engine;  completely  overhaul'd;  body  alma.'  - 
new;  tyres  scareoly  worn;  everything  in  perfect 
difion.  3-ton  “ Dcfinis  " MOTOR  LURRY,  JS-to  u 
engine  in  excellent  condition:  new  Bunion  tiri  i!L 
fitted.  2-ton  Seldon  " MOTOR  LURRY- '.engine  ikn 
at  present.  These  vehicles' ran  he  inspected  it  W/it 
Garage,  .School-street,  Eorle.-towr.  — \ pply,  Srrrdjn 

FOR  SALE.  BAKER’S  VANS', ”2  and  4 wliS-lm-'Ti 
ready  for  the  road.  Alsu  BUTCHERY  IIAWXLV; 
VAN  bn  "Ford"  chassis.— Apply,  tlie  Leirnter  fti- 
riage  Builders  and  Wheelwright  Limited,  Uittox-rcH, 
Leicester. 

SIMPLIFIED  ARITHMETIC.”  3rd  editicn,  br  », 
If'.  Murdoch,  B.Sc.  The  book  that  hi-  rrnk- 
tioniserl  the  teaching  of  Ibis  science;  for  shiditU, 
workers,  and  the  youngr;  Z<.  2d.  |«-i  Irer.-Bomm 
and  MunnOCH,  stroedane,  Londi 

Three  ••  gledhill  ■■  co-operative  total 
ADDING  CHECK  GIVING  REGISTERS  I 
SALKrin  perfect  working  order;  surplus  -txk.-Wrr 
Secretary,  -Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Britoa  F«n, 


WANTED,  nil  Co-opcratora  when  In  Leeds  to  DIM 
at  tho  Leed3  Industrial  Co-operalivo  Socej'i 
Restaurant. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  AVEEK  IN  FIVE  D.VY1 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN -THE  BAKERY. 
Mode  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Km 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  II.  TONCE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendldoe. 


TH0S.  LISTER  & Co.  Ltd,, 

Valve  Makers. 

Hydraulic  & Refrigerating  Englnaen, 
Perseverance  Worlts,  BRIGH0USE. 


Makers  of  High-class  doner  Mountings  »"J 
Eng.n.i  Fittings. 

All  Types  of  V.ilvos  for  High  Pressur* 


MECHANIC  i - 

Temperature  is  afway 
malulained  above ' 
Cooling  Power  ca 

Hyilravllc 
Pressc, 
IntensTTIsrj, 
Hydraulic  Valves 
and  Flttlnys. 

- Contractors  to  ■ 
Admiralty 
and 


refrigeration 

; utnlcr  easy  cODtral’*1 
•r  below  IroewM-K^.; 
ii  bIwajs  !>-•  nuiw" 


OCTOHKH 


lJ,  1022. 
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frULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


HoVIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOTtS  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPER0P2 


Address:  SPEltOPB  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD.,  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manufac- 
turing SOCIETY  LlSilTF.D. 

Makers  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (lor  Tailoring 
Departments).  ' ' - 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 

Addr:  FOi.TON  STREET.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tef/ No.  83K 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED, 

Manufacturers  of  the  “LARIAT”  Boot  and  Shoe 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspcnlers,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 

Rc;istcrcJ  O.F;;  17,  Midols  Htu/ftVe,  Sro:<poir 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALDION  STREET.  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Go-osierativs  Printing  Society 

^ Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dnis 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,”  "licclei,"',‘ Clintxx,"  andobhsr  Check  Systomi 
Penny  Savings  Bj.uk  Accounts.  " SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Portias'.  Bnve3  time  Greatest 
accuracy.  Save3  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Nowctstle-on-Tyue; 
Tudor  Street,  Loudon,  E.O. 


Joseph  Baker  Sens  § Perkins  Ltd. 


FOR  — 


PEEL  OVENS. 


Bakery  Department:  WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

T eleciana  : 

PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  foe* 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinhnri, 


•a  « e 


— Is  fie  Reliable  Jiome  3>yes.  — a ■ 


: DRUMMER 
iDYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES,  BOLTON. 


1 a Makers  of  Edges’  “Wholly  OBlue”  § u3)oUy  Ere  am. 


A CONFECTIONERY  RACK. 


A SPECIAL 
CHEAP  LINE. 
Complete 
*1 1 1 0s. 

T.H.T0N6E 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 


Ml 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOB  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO -OPERATIVE! 
— BRARD  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 
and — - 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


U 


CDe  Ideal 


5? 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Alovement. 


Works  - WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Ox  ord  Skirtin'!,  GranirelUs,  Flaaislstt:, 
Silejias,  Lin«a:ttes,  Ljstr;s,  & Sil«tj:a  Liaiai . : 
n so  ot  Gre/  Clotks. 


Registered  Oiiicc  : 6,  Church  St.,  Miacheste: 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  tlic  ye.tr  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway:  23 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  JJowgins.  Chocs  Golf.  Caojusr 
Bi  l li  Alt  os.-  Njar  to  Koayoa  Go’.t  Links. 

For  particulars  apply  : — 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress.  Culcheth  Hall, 

Natvch'ucca,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-oporativs  Society,  Leioo,  Linci. 
Telephone  J21  Leigh. 


BRAND 

Ladies’  and  Gents’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  a/s  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 

MANUFACTURED  TF. 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Beo  Hivo  Works,  Oroylsden, 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  8? 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Boats  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Ga  irantssdi 

Works  - DART FORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Satiety  Ltd,,  Park  Mills,  Liik,  Staffordshire. 

Sowing  Silks-for  Hand,  or -Machine  use.  Boot.  Closin'* 
Twist.  Tailors’  Button -Hole  Twist,  i1 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  othi 


Agents  : Thj  Eajlis \ a 


Bindings 
Trimmings 
Scottish  Wholesale  Sa;i:iics  - 


Ths  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Sltse  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boats  & Shoes 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-cate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Tralj  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s 


Co-operative 


Cloths 


can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouze  M.lls,  HUDDEftSFIEtD. 

Sole  Agents:  The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltl 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  he  had  at  C0-0P2RATIVS  STORE > ONLY. 


J********«**#*i#SS!#*iSiSS4f*4S***##*«  **#»#*»#***¥»*  *»«#^«*#**«M**^*******i«»*#****«i*#i*i**»?.!;i««;4f» 


AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


i Pelaw  Polish  I 

I . , , -ft  - STILL  SHINING.  .1 
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ORDER . 


“THE  PRODUCER ” 

FROM  YOUR  STORE. 


. OCTOBKI,  14  1922 

When  your  lad  becomes  16  let  him  take  up  ^ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

through  the  CAV.S.  Section. 

The  Local  Secretary  will  tell  you  about  it. 


lid 


This  5s.  lid.  Shirt 

is  made  in  the  Splendid  Shirt 
Factories  of  the  C.W.S.,  from 
material  woven  in  the  well, 
known  Radcliffe  (Lancashire) 
Mills  of  the  Society. 


Fine  Range  Correct  / Made  in 

of  Cut,  all 

Assorted  Measurement,  Men’s 

Patterns.  and  Style.  Sizes. 


C.W.S.  FAMOUS 
FLANNELETTE  • 

SHIRT  - 5s.  lid.  tr  WEAR  A C.W.S.  SHIRT 


AT  ALL  STORES,  AND  AT  CO- 
OPERATIVE STORES  ONLY. 


AND  KEEP  MILLS  AND  WORKS  BUSY. 


WHEATSHEAF  | 
BOOTS 

LOOK  WELL,  j 
WEAR  WELL 


FASHION  AND  QUALITY. 


12s.  6d.  Wheatsheaf  Brand. 


WHEATSHEAF 

GLACE 

BALMORAL 


WALK  IN  THE 
WHEATSHEAF 
WAY. 


FOR  MEN. 


ALL  THESE  SPECIAL  LINES 
CAN  BE  SEEN  AT  STORES 
THAT  ARE  CO-OPERATIVE. 


THE 

GUINEA  BOOT 

FOR  MEN. 


LADIES’ 

GLACE 

DERBY 

BOOT. 


Pnn.ed  and  FublliM  by  tbo  Mtioiul  Co-oriunv.  Pmumn  Socim  Lmmn,  .t  Uieix  Office,  Lon*  jniLa.e,  ^cSr^aturdiy. 


r ■ITIVK  NEWS,  ANI’  Joi'KNM.  OK  ASSOOMTKl)  ISKUHTUV,  October  21n(,  1922. 

r n ra^oriiio ' 

tHE  lil- ST  NEWS  IS  THE  “CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS." 


SUTOX 

C.W.S. 
SHREDDED 
SUET 

FOR  ALL 

PUDDINGS 


& Journal  of  Associated  Industry. 


^/// 
**  VV7 


No.  2,682.  No.  182.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  October  31,  1922. 


Walk  in  the 
“Wheatsheaf  ” way 

bv  wearing  C.W.S.  BOOTS  anti 
SHOES  — made  in  factories 
equipped  with  modern  machinery 
and  managed  according  to 
modem  ideas. 

C.W.S.  Hen's  Boots  at  14s.  lid. 
C.W.S.  Hen's  Boots  at  21s 
C W-S.  Women's  Shoes  at  10s.  9d. 
and  12s  6d 
® 

Shoe  your  Child 
as  you 

Shoe  Yourselves, 

and  ask  at  your  Store  for  the 
Boots  and  Shoes  made  by-  the 
C.W.S.  for  sturdy,  bovs  and  girls. 
‘ WHEATSHEAF •’  BOYS'  and 
GIRLS'  BOOTS  are  economical, 
they  wear  well  and  last  long. 

Warmth  is  Wanted 


this  Winter, 


and  it  is  secured  at  nights  by 
‘•BALLOON”  DOWN  QUILTS 
or  "LITTLE  BO  ROUGH” 
BLANKETS.  These  are  obtain- 
able at  your  Store  at  theso 
prices.: — ‘ 

CW-S-  ‘‘Filextra''  Down  Quilts, 

47s  lid 

CWS  “ Lilt'cborough  ' Blankets, 
25s  6d.  per  pair 


Fish  as  a Food 
is  Sale  and  Sound 

when  obtained  from  C.W.S. 
Fishing  ! Stations.  Try  the 
C.W.S.  KIPPERS,  sold  in  1-lb. 
cartons  at  8d.  ; or  ask  your 
Manager  to  arrange  for  the 
daily  supply  of  2s.  or  3s. 
basses  of  Fish  from  the  C.W.S. 
Weight  and  value  combined. 


£500  — 


We  can  show  you  how  with  certainty 
this  sum  can  be  paid.  It’s  our 
way  of  promoting 

Co-operation  and 
Co-operative  Thrift 


U you t income  ii  email,  don’t  let  that  stop  you  from 
making  inquiry. 

F'U  up  the  coupon  and  tend  it  to  the  C.I.S. 

Oriintry  Life,  CONFIDENTIAL. 

Co-operttive  Ineuranc*  Society, 

109,  Corporatioa  Street,  Mancheiter; 
or  59.  Morrisen  Street,  Glaefow, 


Nun 


.. each  quarter 


Sin  Jons  Martin 
Harvey. 


STAGE  AND  STORE. 

IS  CO-OPERATION  BETWEEN  THEM 
POSSIBLE? 

SIR  JOHN  MARTIN  .HARVEY 

INTERVIEWED. 


“ Evkii  had  mi 
iden,  Stryvcr  ?' ' s;» ij 

Sydney  Carton  in 
the  first  net  of 
“The  Only  Way,’’ 
at  the  Manchester 
Opera  House,  last 
week. 

When  .the  curtain 
had  fallen  on  tile 
scene  and  Martin 
Harvey  had  bowed 
h i s acknowledg- 
ments' of  the  ap- 
plause which  marked 
approval  of  his  pve- 
s e 11  t a i i o n 0 f 
“Sydney,”  n “ Co- 
operative News  ” 
teprewntative  strayed  behind  the  > cues  in 
the  hope  that,  Sir  John  might  ‘ have  ml 
idea  ’’  as  to  whether  the  great  co-operative 
movement,  with-  its  idealism  and  i:»  elevat- 
ing tendencies:  might  h?  able  to  loner  real 
art  on  the  dramatic  stage,  and  whether  the 
stage  could  be*  relied  upon  to  lelp  in  popu- 
larising the  artistic  conception  of  life  and  of 
social  relationship  expressed  by  Lite  co- 
operative movement. 

What  is  the  Object? 

“ What  is  the  real  object  you  have  in  view  ? 
’lour  stores,  for  example?''  Sir  John  asked. 

The  object  (was  live  reply)  to  allow  the 
world  it  is  better  for  men.  to  co-operate  for 
the  common  good  of  all  than  to  compete  for 
the  benefit  of  the  lew  lucky  and  strong. 
Our  stores  showed  sixty — a hundred-  -yoar« 
ago,  that  this  principle  of  cn-*  p?rntion  ap- 
plied to  the  supply  of  food  a ml  clothes 
brought  an  advantage  to  all  Tile  stores 
enabled  the  societies  to  teach  their  members 
to  read  and  to  count  and  to  reckon  till  the 
Education  Act  was  passed  for  that  purpose. 
Thanks  to  the  stores,  we  have  co-operative 
choirs  and  orchestras  and  bauds  and 
pageants  The  stores  paved  the  way  for 
public  libraries;  they  procured  shorter  hours 
and  half-holidays  for  the  workers  befoi>3  the 
law  made  these  tilings  compulsory ; they 
helped  to  brighten  life.  They  showed  that 
it  was  possible  to  carry  on  the  buying  and 
selling  of  commodities  as  a branch  of  social 
service  and  not  simply  as  a oqmmevcia|i«d 
occupation.  There  are  plays  that  are  expres- 
sive of  real  art.  There  are  actors  whose 
performances  are  the  expression  of  real 
art.  The  performance  of  these  plays 
would  lie  a social  service  which  the 
public  at ■?  denied  because  the  plays  “ don't 
pay  ” in  the  commercial  seiijse.  Can  our 
movement  brighten  life  by  fostering  such 
art?  How?  Can  these  dramatic  artistes 
foster  a movement  which  exists  to  promote 
a mode  of  life  more  artistic  than  ti>?  present? 
How  can  the  two  be  linked  together  in  the 
promotion  of  their  kindred  artistic  aims 

What  Can  Be  Done? 

If  you  want  your  movement  to  help  the 
stage,  replied  Sir  John,  tell  the  members  to 
come  to  the  theatre.  It  there  are  plays  that 
tench  a lesson  or  express  a conception  of  art 
which  ought  to  ba  spread,  and  it  does  not 
pity  in  the  commercial  sense  to  run  these 
plays,  they  must  he  subsidised  till  t ho 
public  appreciate  them  and  their  purpose. 
The  idea  of  a National  Theatre  lends  itself  to 
the  purpose  you  have  in  view,  and  makes  a 
distinct  appeal  to  the  support  your  move- 
ment can  offer.  That  theatre  would  have  Lo 
he  centred,  in  London  j hut  its  artistes  would 
tour  the  province®  and  bring  to  the  great 
-industrial  centres  such  plays  as  might  he 
usefully  presented  to.  the  critical  audiences 
cf  the  busy  towns.  Your  societies,  inten-'Sted 
in  tliese  plays,  could  assist  in  making  their 
presentation  there  worth  while  from  a 
financial  point  of  view.  People  will  appar- 
ently put  their  money  into  all  sorts  of 
schemes  but  not  into  a National  Theatre. 
The  idea  of- members  of  our  profession  per- 
forming plays  that  are  not  remunerative 
presumes  a spirit  of  altruism  . 

Our  .movement,  is  altruist . 

Then  it  oould  help  an  endeavour  like  the 
National  Theatre. 

And  the  plays,  Sir  John?  Tf  ploys  were 
written  with  the  eo-oporativo  ideal  providing 

[Continued  at  foot  or  next  column,] 
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CANADIAN  CATTLE 

EMBARGO. 

COLONIAL  OFFICE  MEETINGS. 


Mu.  Winston  CruutcHii.i,  presided  on 
Saturday  at  a meeting  held  at  the  Colonial 
Office  to  decide  about  the  admission  of 
Canadian  cattle  into  the  United  Kingdom. 

. The  report  of  a committee  of  experts  pre- 
sent was  published  on  Wednesday  of  this 
week,  when  another  conference  was  held. 
The  result  of  that  conference  is  not  avail- 
able at  the  time  of  going  to  press,  but  our 
London  Correspondent  on  .Wednesday  in- 
formed us  that  there,  were  present  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Colonial  Department,  offi- 
cials of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  and 
representatives  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment. who  have  come  to  London  for  a con- 
sultation with  regard  to  the  details  of  the 
proposed  legislation. 

One  of  the  matters  which  has  received 
lull  consideration  is.  the  reservation  proposed 
by  a section  of  the  agricultural  community 
that  there  should  he  a period  of  quarantine 
on  the  landing  of  the  cattle,  as  a safeguard 
against  tile  introduction  of  disease,  but  this 
is  opposed  by  the  association  which  has  been 
working  to 


> secure  an  open  door. 


FOREIGN  POLICY. 


BRADFORD  PARTY'S  RESOLUTION. 

" • 1 ..111011?  of  tlio  Co-operative  Parly 
1 G radio  id  and  District),  at  their  meeting 
oil  Wednesday.  October  11th,  passed  the 
following  resolution: — “That  the  , Brad- 
ford and  District  Co-operative  Party,  being 
opposed  to  war,  protests  against  the  blun- 
dering foreign  policy  of.  the  Government 
and  its  mismanagement  of  the  Near 
Eastern  situation.  It  believes  in  the 
fullest  freedom  of  the  Straits  for  all 
nations,  and  demands  cessation  of  all  acti- 
vities which  are  calculated  to  lead  on  to 
war  in  the  East.  It  calls  for  a definite 
ending  not  only  of  the  Government’s  disas- 
trous policy,  but  also  of  the  Government 
which  is  responsible  for  the  present  state 
of  a hairs.” 


Municipal  Elections 

POLLING  DAYS : 

IN  ENGLAND— NOVEMBER  1st 
IN  SCOTLAND— NOVEMBER  711). 


Remember  the  ditei,  Bad,  meanwhile, 

MAKE  THE  CANDIDATES  TOE 
THE  CO-OPERATIVE  LINE. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

the  motif,  could  our  movement  rely  upon  the 
cc-operation  of  dramatic'  artistes  ? 

There  are  plenty  of  excellent  artistes  who 
<ould  be  got  to  undertake" the  presentation 
of  such  plays  if  it.  were  made  worth  their 
while.  But,  the  greatest  mistake  you  could 
make  would  be  to  have  plays  that  would  be 
described  as  propaganda. 

Co-operators  would  not  contemplate  send- 
ing out  to  the  public  a play  entitled,  “Join 
the  Store  Nearest  Your  Door.”  interjected 
the  “ News  “ representative  (thinking all  the 
while  of  the  propagniidistLusd  made  of  the 
stage,  and  the  music-hall,  and  the  ciilema  b.v 
other’ theorists),  but  it  is  surely  possible  to 
write  a play  .which-  would  .present  life  as  it 
would  Ire  lived  if  co-operative  ideas  prevailed. 

That  might  be  nil  right,  but  if  it  appeared 
to  the  audience  to  savour  of  propaganda  at 
all  its  usefulness  would  be  at  an  end.  The 
writing  of  plays  is  an  art  apart  from  the 
performance  of  them.  Men  like  Galsworthy 
or  Bernard  Shaw  could  write  plft.vs  that 
would  accord  with  your  ideas;  but  tlie  num- 
ber that  could  is  smalt . 

The  conversation  might  have  gone  .further 
but  the  call  came  to  Warn  Sir  John  that  it 
was  nearly  time  to  “ Enter  Sydney  Carton  ” 
in  the  second  net;  and  our  representative 
omerged  from  the  groat  actors  dressing- 
room. 


THE  DUKE  TALKS. 

PRAISE  FOR  OUR  “MEN  OF  VISION'  “ 

SPEECH  AT  C.W.S.  EXHIBITION. 


Duke:  of  Marl- 
rorovgh. 

Photo:  Barrett. 


It  is  pernaps  a 
sign  of  the  times 
that  a duke  should 
1>3  found  speaking 
on  a co-operative 
platform  and  offi- 
ciating in  tlie  (poll- 
ing ceremony  of  a 
C.W.S.  exhibition. 

This  bappeued  at 
Oxford  last  week, 
where  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough' 'praised 
those  “ men  of 
vision.''  tin* 
Pioneers,  who  had 
originated  and  de- 
vised the  movement, 
and  -engra  tula  ted 
those  of  the  present 
generation  who  were 
oik.  -He  also  ad- 
hen  some  x 


carrying  on  the  good 
verted  to  the  fact  that  . 

the  Oxford  Society  had  tome  to  him  desirin; 
facilities  for  opening  a brnndi  in  the  place 
where  lie  lived,  lie  had  taken  steps  to  make 
thi®  possible,  not  without  giving  olfeiice  to 
tlie  trading  fraternity,  some  of  wham  at  a 
dinner  .subsequently  held  in  Oxford,  attacked 
the  Duke  lor  the  course  lie  had  adopted. 

The  Duke  expressed  the  view  that  there  is 
room  both  for  co-operation'  arid  jhe  private 
trader.  _ The  geat  'A?a.-w%s  iq  have  > -m 
-petkiiwi-i  tnyem.V:,  between-'  nailers  and 
co-operators,  in  order  that  the  consumer 
should  get  tlie  necessities  of  life  as  cheaply 
ns  possible. 

Fleecing  the  Tillers. 

Tlie  Duke  found  that  although  tlie  tillers 
of  the  soil  were  the  lowest  paid  workers, 
they  paid  the  highest  prices  for  their  goods, 
because  the  shopkeepers  in  the  villages  were 
in  1 113  habit  cf  (barging  5 to  10  per  cent, 
more  than  shopkeepers  in  the  towns. 
Therefore  he  welcomed  the  co-operative 
movement,  because  it  was  a factor  in  lower- 
ing prices.  He  appealed  to  co-operators  to 
lower  tlie  price  of  bread  so  that  other  bakers 
would  have  to  follow  suit;  and  lie  hoped 
societies  would  soon  return  to  the  good 
work  done  in  the  past  by  lending  money  to 
members  in  order  to  enable  them  to  acquire 
their  own  houses  and  small  -lrojdings. 

Co-operators  are  in  hearty  accordance  with 
some  uf  the  Duke’s  sentiments,  but  are  far 
from  being  able  to  go  all  the  way  with  him. 
His  views  and  theirs  on  the  subject  of  com- 
petition, are  poles  asunder.  Ho  regards 
competition  as  essentially  a good  thing;  co- 
operators  regard  it  ns  essentially  bad.  He 
looks  upon  the  private  trader  a-  being  a 
necessary  cog  in  the  si  heme  of  things  ; co- 
operators  do  not  see  that  necessity ; and 
they  aim  at  substituting  co-operation  in 
the  interests  of  all  for  competition  in  the 
interests  of  the  few.  They  hold  to  that  view 
because  we.  see  in  competition  more  than 
half  the  evils  that  afflict  the  world;  whereas 
co-operation  is  responsible  for  most  of  the 
blessings. 

The  Duke  seemed  to  think  that  because 
wheat  has  fallen  to  the  pre-war  price,  bread 
ought  also  to  be  at  pre-war  price.  Between 
the  wheat  and  the  loaf  there  at  ’ numerous 
processes ; there  is  transport,  milling,  build- 
ing, fuel,  baking,  distributing,  the  costs  of 
which  are  all  higher  than  before  the  war. 

Co-operators  will,  at  least,  congratulate 
the  Duke  on  hi®  courage  in  so  far  champion- 
ing the  cause  of  co-operation  as  to  publicly 
open  an  exhibition  of  C.W.S.  productions. 


DEFALCATIONS  AT  DEVIZES. 

EX-SECRETARY  SENT  TO  PRISON. 

At  the  Borough  Quarter  Sessions  ;.t 
Devizes,  on  Monday  last  wiek.  before  the 
Borough  Recorder  (.Mr.  R.  G.  Sc  ton), 
Alexander  Pottage’  (27),  late  secretary  of 
Devizes  Co-operative  Society,  was  charged 
with  embezzlement  and  falsification  "f 
accounts,  the  amount  involved  being  £lo(). 

In  defence  of  the  prisoner,  .Mr.  Holt  said 
Pottage  did  not  appreciate  1 1 :•  • value  of 
money,  and  was  spending  more  than  a limn 
in  It  is  position  oould  do,  merely  on  Hie 
ordinary  cost  of  living. 

The  Recorder  passed  sentence  of  three 
years'  roual  servitude  for  embezzlement, 
and  twelve  months'  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour  for  falsification,  the  sentences  to  run 
concurrently.  Tlie  Recorder  also  ordered 
prisoner  lo  pay  £20  towards  ihe  cost  pf  the 
prosecution. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


GREAT  BRITAIN,  GERMANY,  AND 
AMERICA. 

THE  VIEW  POINTS  OF  DEBTORS  AND  CREDITORS. 


OcTOBl'n  21, 


BY  A.  1-:.  NVATERSON,  M.P. 


THE  CATTLE  EMBARGO. 

CONDITIONS  OF  ENTRY  OF  CANADIAN  STOCK. 
NEED  FOR  “STORES”  MORE  URGENT. 

“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


The  fact  time  we 
owe  nearly  ono 
thousand  million 
p o u li  d s to  tue 
United  . States  of 
America,  m one  y 
that  wits  raised  in 
America  on  our 
guarantee,  very 
largely  to  •enable 
our  Allies  to  make 

purchases  in  1 1 lie; 

country,  fills  the 
public-  mind  with  a 
very  unreasonable 
anxiety.  It  is  a huge  sum,  and  the  fifty 
million  pounds  of  annual  interest  and  sinking 
fund  is  equivalent  to  one  shilling  in  the 
pound  on  an  income  tax,  which  ns  everybody 
will  agree,  is  high  enough  already. 

Let  us  look  to  the  other  side  of  the  North 
Sea  and  consider,  the  problem  that  fines 
Germany.  She  financed  her  war  expenses  by 
raising  loans,  being  .unable  or  unwilling  to 
meet  the  expenses  out  of  taxation,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  war  she  found  herself  deprived 
of  her  colonies,  foreign  debts,  mercantile 
marine,  a very  large  area  of  territory  and 
some  millions  of-  nationals.  At  the  same 
time  her  debt  to  the  Allies  was  set  down  at 
the  figure  of  sixteen  thousand  million 
pounds,  which  was  afterwards  Deduced  to  six 
thousand,  six  hundred  millions,  and  may 
now  be  reduced  to  two  thousand  five  hundred 
millions,  if  she  will  submit  to  the  very 
drastic  conditions  that  wilt  accompany  the 
reduction. 

Apart  from  own  own  debt  at  home,  we 
have  to  meet  an  obligation  of  nearly  one 
thousand  millions  to  the  United  States,  hut 
wc  have  our  colonies  intact,  our  foreign 
capital,  or  what  is  left  of.it,  is  quite  safe, 
our  mercantile  marine  is  larger  than  ever, 
and  indeed  we  have  added  some  trifles  to  our 
rather  large  Imperial  possessions:  South- 
West  Africa,  German  East  Africa,  Meso- 
potamia, Palestine.  . It  follows  then 
that,  although  we  are  in  a very  bad 
financial  position  at  present,  we  ought 
to  be  able  to  weather  the  storms  if  we  can 
only  do  sufficient  business  to  keep  our  fac- 
tories going  and  our  people  employed. 
Unfortunately  we  can  only  hope  to  do  this, 
if  Germany,  which  has  been  one  of  Our  best 
customers  for  so  long,  remains  in  the  posi- 
tion of  being  abie  to  buy  and  sell.  To  the 
German  problem  the  Austrian,  may  be  added, 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  suggest  that  we  have 
some  hopes  of  Russia,  if  not  now,  in  no 
distant  future.  This’  being  so,  it  follows 


that  the  plight  of  Germauy  must,  be'recog- 
rtised  though  less  in  Germany’s  interests 
than  in  our  own,  for  ive  cannot  -possibly 
hope  for  a business  revival  there  until  we 
have  enabled  her  to  straighten  out.  her 
finances.  We  with,  all  our  resources  kuow 
wlmt  the  pressure  of  one-  thousand -millions 
of' external  debt  can  stolid ' for.  . Gemqvriy 
w ith  the  most  of  her  resources  taken  frpm 
her  has  to  meet  under  the  most  unfavour- 
able possible  circumstances  an  external  d-?bt 
two-aml.-a-half  tijnes  as  great  as  that  which 
is  troubling -us  so  severely:  - 

There  is  a very  simple  simile  that  will  help 
to.explniu  the  case.  If  a.  man  is  indebted  to 
us  for  certain  services  with  hand  or  brain 
and  he  is  lying  ill,  it  is  essential  even  though 
that -illness  be  due  to  his  Qw;n  fault  rather 
than  to  his  misfortune,  that  we  should  allow 
him  to  recover  before  insisting  upon  the 
letter  of  our  bond.  If  we  were  to  drive 'Iiim 
to  work  before  lie  is-  strong  enough  io  under- 
take it,  we  may  ruin  his  health,  we  may  kill 
him,  hut  we  could  not  possibly  get  the 
results  we  were  looking  for.  Gerni.iny 
occupies  the  position  of  the  siik  man,  even 
if  we  hold  that  she  lias  brought  her  sickness 
upon  herself,  and  we  must  see  to  it  that  she 
is  restored  to  something  like  real  health 
before  we  attempt  to  get  what  only  a really 
healthy  person  can  offer. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  new  and  more 
sane  view  of  the  position  is  now  gaining 
acceptance.  The  Reparations  Commission, 
■iu  its  recent  report,  emphasises  the  facts  in 
a fashion  that  admits  no  dispute,  and  the 
keynote  of  the  position  is  touched  by  the 
admission  that  in  opposing  the  decision  that 
Germany  should  have  a moratorium,  Era  nee 
was  in  minority  of  one!  The  only  fear  one 
has  is  that  this  repentance,  this  tardy 
recognition  of  the  truth,  may  have  convo  too 
Lite.  It  is  certain  that  if  the  sanity  that 
prevails  at  present  had  been  In  evidence  chly 
0-  couple  of  years  ago,  the  pbsitioil  of  .Europe 
would  have  been  very  much  stronger  than 
it  is  to-day,  and  although  we  are  told  ‘‘It 
is  never  too  late  to  mend,"  there  are  at  least 
grave  doubts  as  to  whether  this  optimistic 
statement  holds  good  of  the  economic 
situation  of  Europe  to-day. 


CAMERA  CLUBS. 

Secretaries  of  co-operative  camera  clubs 
will  oblige  if  they  will  send  copies  of  their 
rules  and  of  the  year’s  syllabus  to  the 
Editor,  l>  Co-operative  News,”  Long  Mill- 
gate,  Manchester. 


Election  talk  raises  the  speculative  ques- 
tion as  to  how  the  intention  to  proceed  with  a 
BUI  for  the  removal  of  the  embargo  on  Cana- 
dian cattle  wUi  fare  it  a new  Parliament  is 
elected.  Thp  Government,  it  must  be  remem- 
.bered,  have  not  decided  to  too  the  line  because 
of  the  pledgee  given  at  the  Imperial  War  Con- 
ference in  1917.  They  ran  away  from  these 
pledges. and  only. Agreed  to  the  course,  of  intro- 
ducing a BiU  to  admit  the  Canadian  stock 
after  the  House  of  Cominops  had  given  an 
emphatic  vote,  free  from  p^rty  dictation,  on 
the  merits  of  the  question.  If  this  Parlia- 
ment,' the  Commons  of  which  gave  that  vote, 
should  be  dissolved  within  the  next  few  weeks, 
what  is  to  become  of  the  proposal  to  give  effect 
to  its  wishes  ? This  is  certainly  a difficult 
question. 

If  an  Election  Intervenes? 

The  protagonists  of  the  Canadian  cattle 
may  say  that  if  Parliament  is  dissolved  they 
will  take  good  care  that  the  question  is  made 
an  outstanding  issue  at  the  general  election. 
But  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  can  test  the 
sincerity  of  the  candidates.  Every  Coali- 
tionist, if  the  Government  again  goes  as  a 
Coalition  to  the  poll,  will  assert  that  his  leaders 
were  on  the  point  of  conceding  Canada’s  claim 
when  their  critics  made  itmecessary  to  appeal 
to  the  country.  This  wUl  be  correct  up  to  a 
point,  though  it  does  not  explain  why  the 
Coalition,  with  an  almost  unexampled  majority 
at  its  command,  postponed  tackling  the  prob- 
lem until  it  was  on  its  last  legs  so  far  as  the 
present  Parliament  is  concerned.  All  tilings 
considered  an  election  at  the  moment  is  not 
opportune  from  the  standpoint  of  the  speedy 
solution  of  the  Canadian  cattle  question. 

Forecast  of  the  Bill. 

If  we  assume  that  he  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
ment is  still  some  way  off,  it  is  confidently 
expected  that  progress  will  be. made  within  the 
next  few  weeks  in  the  drafting  of  the  actual 
terms  on  which  Parliament  will  be  asked  to 
admit  Canadian  store  cattle.  In  the  inner 
circles  of  the  ihovement  for  the  repeal  of  the 
embargo,  it  is  whispered  that  the  BUI  is  already 
in  skeleton  form.  The  condition  which  is 
obviously  of  most  vital  interest  is  that  govern- 
ing the-  quarantining,  if  any,  which  is  to  be 
imposed  on  all  imports.  On  that  point 
rumour  has  it  that  eight  days  wUl  be  proposed. 
Needless  to  say,  the  supporters  of  Canada's 
case  are  opposed  to  any  such  length  of  time 
being  scheduled.  In  the  old  days  when  Cana- 
dians were  coming  into  this  country  it  was 
customary  to  ship  them  once  a week.  This, 
of  course,  meant  a.  shipload  arriving  each  week 


on  this  side.  An  eight-days’  (,Ua 
would  strike  immediately  at  the  introd3*11^ 
ol  such  regular  shipments,  .One  lot  5VoJklr' 
be  quit,  of  the  wharf  here  before  anot^? 
was  due.  For  this  reason  it  is  certain^  ;* 
eight  days  are  proposed,  this  provision  tf 
he  strenuously,  resisted.  The  trade 
badly  handicapped  with  high  freights  wjwj 
adding  to  the-  difficulties.  Experts  belief 
that  a quarantine  of  four  days  would  d ^ 
harm.  ^ 

A New  Danger  to  the  Consumer. 

- Captain  Shaw,  M.P.  for  Forfar,  the  .sp0Hr 
of  the  successful  motion  in  the  Commons  f 
the  admission  of  Canadian  cattle,  has  ;J:ij 
recently  that  all  he  asks  for  them  is  that  tb 
shaU  be  admitted  on  the  same  terras  as  it,. 
Irish  store  stock.  The  restrictions  on  the 
movement  of  the  Irish  stores  imposed  during 
the  period  of  the  foot  and  mouth  ontbrwki 
were  maintained  so  long  by  the  Minisliy  of 
Agriculture  that  many  people  were  becoming 
suspicious  lest  they  were  being  retained 
specially  as  a precedent  for  the  Canadian  trade 
to  be  tied  to  when  it  was  re-opened.  But 
latterly  the  restrictions  on  the  Irish  hearts 
have  been  modified.  For  a time  they  had  to 
be  sold  at  the  landing  stage  only,  and  were  not 
admitted  to  any  inland  market.  This  necr®. 
tated  attendance  by  the  farmers  at  the  whirl 
where  the  sales  were  held. 

In  the  case  of  Scotland,  the  largest  feeders  ol 
cattle,  who  are  mainly  on  the  East  Coast 
counties,  had  to  go  to  Merklands  Wharf  it 
Glasgow  to  buy.  But  recently,  in  response 
to  a big  deputation  of  inland  auctioneers 
and  farmers,  the  Ministry'  of  Agricultara 
yielded  almost  immediately  by  announcing 
a number  of  inland  markets  to  which  the 
Irish  imports  could  be  moved.  Strange  to 
say,  the  Irish  dealers  have  sent  a protest 
Against  ' the  modifications  as  inadequate, 
and  they  have  demanded  restoration  of  com- 
plete freedom  for  the  trade.  It  is  alleged 
that  the  Irish  dealers  have  been  learning  from 
their  enforced  experience  at  Merklands.  They 
have  found  that  it  pays  to  have  the  whole  of 
the  buyers  concentrated  in  the  one  sale-ring 
at  the  wharf.  By  this  means  the  demand  is 
not  dissipated  over  many  centres.  They  have 
concentrated  buying  power  at  the  auctions, 
and  to  meet  this  position  they  are  concen- 
trating their  selling  power. 

' This  is  the  danger  of  the  present  position, 
and  I have  told  the  whole  story  because  it 
furnishes  a new  and  potent  argument  in  favour 
of  the  immediate  admission  of  Canadian 
cattle.  - V-/L 


Mis.  Waterson,  M.P. 


THE  ATTACK  ON  EDUCATION. 

STIRRING  APPEAL  TO  CO-OPERATORS. 

BY  SIR  ARTHUR  DYKE  ACLAND. 


RECALLED  HOME. 

M.  AMINE  Y.  BEY  GONE  BACK  TO 
EGYPT. 

HIS  WORK  FOR  THE 

MOVEMENT. 

M.  Amine  Youssef  Bey,  the  pioneer  of 
Egyptian  co-operntion,  with  whom  an 
interview  was  published  in  our  last  week’s 
issue,  was  announced  to  speak  at  a con- 
ference of  the  Southern  Co-operative  Edu- 
cational Association  at  Leman-street  on 
Saturday.  On  Thursday,  however,  he  had 
to  return  home  on  urgent  business,  and  lie 
was  unable  to  make  his  visit  of  investiga- 
tion to  Manchester  as  intended. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary  to  the 
Congress  Parliamentary  Committee')  said  M. 
Youssef  Bey  had  sent  him  a long  statement 
with  liis  apology  for  inability  to  be 
resent,  as  lie  had  been  suddenly  called 
aok  to  the  Egyptian  Assizes  to  defend  some 
prisoners.  He  explained  that  M.  Youssef 
Bey  was  anxicite  that  there  should  be  in- 
troduced legislative  facilities  on  the  lines 
of  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 
Act,  which  would  give  the  societies  in 
Egypt  not  only  an  economic  position  but  a 
juridical  position.  Iu  one  or  two.  cases 
which  had  arisen  under  the  existing  law  in 
Egypt  the  co-operative  store  was  not  recog- 
nised in  any  shape  or  form.  He  was  per- 
fectly certain  that  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee when  they  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  considering  the  matter  would  give  their 
sympathy  and  hearty  support  to  Hie  action 
which  was  being  taken.  M.  Youssef  Bey, 
on  Wednesday,  purchased  n number  of 
articles  of  co-operative  production.  These 
he  took  back  to  Egypt  with  a view 
to  showing  the  new  co-operators  in  that 
couutry  what  was  being  dono  by  co-opera- 
tors in  Englnnd.  (Applause.) 


Sir  Arthur  Dyke  Acland,  Bart.,  a former 
Minister  of  Education,  was  prevented  from 
attending  an  educational  conference  at  the 
C.W.S.  (London),  on  Saturday,  and,  in  a 
letter  apologising  for  his  absence,  lie  wrote  : — 

“ I had  been  looking  forward  greatly  to  com- 
ing to  the  conference  to-morrow,  but  I fear  I 
cannot  come.  The  subject  is  one  in  which  I 
am  deeply  interested.  I think  both  Mr.  Taw- 
ney’s  book  on  ‘ Secondary  Education  for  All  ’ 
and  the  pamphlet  edited  for  the  Labour  Party 
by  Mr.  Ellis  on  ‘ The  Education  and  Training 
fcu^Teachers  ’ are  full  of  interesting  matter — r 
hope  at  this  national  crisis  co-operators  and 
the  Labour  Party  will  be  found  working 
together  in  this  most  important  question  of 
education,  as  well  as  in  other  matters. 

“ Secondary  education  has  made  real  pro- 
gress in  the  last  twenty  yeai-s,  as  Mr.  Tawney 
points  out,  and  it  is  most  disappointing  that 
this  progress  is  now  seriously  checked  by  the 
present  Government.  I can  recall  the  time 
when  the  State  practically  did  nothing  for 
secondary  education.  In  1888,  as  a private 
member,  I mado  a motion,  seconded  by  Mr. 
John  Morley,  in  the  House  of  Commons  that 
the  State  should  take  the  matter  in  hand,  but 
Hie  House  and  the  Government  were  so  in- 
different that  I had  to  withdraw  my  motion. 
Four  years  later,  when  I became  Minister  of 
Education,  public  opinion  was  so  slack  that  I 


had  to  resort  to  what  is  usually  supposed  to  be 
the  refuge  of  a disappointed  Minister,  namely, 
the  appointment  of  a Royal  Commission.  Of 
this  Commission — the*  Bryce  Commission — Mr. 
Tawney  says  (I  think  with  truth)  that  it  laid 
the  intellectual  foundation  of  a new  and 
national  system  of  secondary  education.  The 
work  began  under  the  Act  of  1902,  and  I had 
the  pleasure  for  six  years  from  that  date  to 
hell)  in  building  up  the  new  sj'stem  in  the  West 
Riding,  where  I was  chairman  of  the  County 
Council  Higher  Education  Committee.  I now 
hear  from  the  West  Riding  and  elsewhere  that 
educational  enthusiasm  is  being  lamentably 
cheeked  under  the  pressure  of  the  Board  of 
Education  and  the  misplaced  cry  for  economy 
in  this  part  of  our  national  development. 

“ It  is  the  duty  of  us  all  to  reverse  as  soon  as 
we  can  this  setting  back  of  the  clock  by  govern- 
ment or  local  authorities ; and  in  this  task 
none  can  do  greater  service  than  co-operators 
and  the  Labour  Party. 

“ While  we  cannot  hope  to  get  secondary 
education  for  all  to-morrow  or  next  day,  as 
Mr.  Tawney  agrees,  we  have  in  his  book  many 
invaluable  suggestions  for  making  that  educa- 
tional progress  which  is  so  vital  to  England  if 
she  is  to  hold  her  own. 

“A  friend  of  mine,  an  inspector  of  a local 
authority  who  has  been  visiting  educational 
institutions  in  the  United  States,  WTites  to  me  : 


‘ It  is  rather  disappointing  to  find  educational 
progress  in  England  so  hampered  by  Govern- 
ment action  ; over  there  in  America  no  p-1  • 
tical  party  or  newspaper  would  dare  to  suggest 
that  economies  should  be  made  in  tha 
direction.’ 

“ Wo  must  be  up  and  doing,  for  there  is  gna- 
lethargy,  if  not  positive  antagonism,  in  big 
places.  May  I say,  before  I finish  this  IctM 
how  often  my  wife  and  I acknowledge  to  our 
selves  in  retrospect  what  a great  debt  wo  o«i 
to  our  early  friendships  in  the  co-operati« 
movement  ? It  is  nearly  fifty  years  since 
first  visited  Rochdale.  In  1881  I 'vent  ^ 
Oxford,  where  I was  then  living,  to  the 
Congress  with  the  chairman  of  the  ® 
Society  to  invite  the  Congress  to  Oxford-  j . 
Oxford  Congress  of  1882  laid  the  founc a 
of  many  friendships  and  of  increased  ^ 
ledge  of  the  movement  for  us  both.  ^ 

greatly  honoured  by  being  made  a nioni  ■ 
the  Southern  Sectional  Board,  and  ^ 
president  of  Lincoln  Congress.  My  1 ^ 
able  to  take  an  active  part  in  f°un 
Women’s  Guild,  which  is  now  one  of  t ^ # 
women’s  associations  in  the  country, 
genuine  zeal  for  real  social  progress.  ^ 
“ Perhaps  we  may  be  pardoned  the*e*^  ^ 
sconces,  for  we  do  wish  to  acknowledge  a ^ 
the  co-operative  movement  has  taug  ,b  > 
long  days  till  now.  . tb« 

"With  the  heartiest  good  wshf*  ’ ,j0O 
work  of  the  Southern  Co-operative 
Association." 


" Once  again  I have  to  congra 
on  publishing  such  a fine  mngazu1  and 
month’s  ’ Millgnte.’  A bter 
educational  authority. 
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(HE  PLIGHT  OF  SOUTH  WALES. 

.OLE  mines,  hungry  people,  and  bankrupt 

1 GUARDIANS. 


THE  steel  entering  human  souls. 


BY  W.  S.  COLLINS. 


AT  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  “ Co-opcra- 
• Newa"  published  two  artioles  in  which 
^ described  the  parlous  state  of  those  on- 
^ in  tho  mining  industry  in  South  Wales 
Monmouthshire  ; and  those  facta  have 
**  y been  circulated  throughout  the  kingdom, 
fhe  publicity  afforded  by  the  “ News  ” com- 
JUd  many  contemporaries  to  deal  with  the 
jabject  of  tho  conditions  under  which  the 
live  and  WQrk. 

^ Ebbw  Vale  at  present  between  60  per 
wnt.  and  70  per  cent,  of  tho  people  are  in 
•pt  of  parish  relief,  due  to  the  closing  of 
I]*  collieries  owned  by  the  Ebbw  Vale  Iron, 
SW|,  and  Coal  Company. 


The  Councillor’s  Story. 

I discussed  this  question  with  Councillor 
Alfred  Jones  (a  member  of  the  Blaina  Urban 
District  Council),  and  he  painted  a word 
picture  of  such  squalor  and  misery  that  the 
Iccital  should  make  the  most  grasping  and 
selfish  inineowner  writhe. 

God  knows  what  confronts  the  people 
pf  Nantyglo  and  Blaina  during  the  coming 
winter. ” he  told  me. 

Nantyglo  was  formerly  a prosperous 
mining  town,”  he  continued,  “ but  the  suffer- 
ing began  two  yearn  ago  this  month.  From 
October,  1920,  to  February  26th,  1921,  the 
ax  mines  owned  by  the  Ebbw  Vale  Company 
worked  only  three  or  four  days  a week.  A 
mlh  before  the  general  lock-out  oj  the  miners 
is  April,  1921,  all  the  collieries  were  rendered 
tilt  through  trade  depression. 

“There  are  15,000  persons  in  Nantyglo  and 
Blaina  alone  in  receipt  of  parish  relief,  and  a 
luge  proportion  of  the  miners  who  are  working 
ire  compelled  to  seek  relief  in  order  to  obtain 
sufficient  food  for  their  wives  and  children. 

The  Bedwelty  Board  of  Guardians  is  on  the 
point  of  bankruptcy ; the  Nantyglo  and 
Blaina  Urban  District  Council  are  owed 
£13,000  in  rates  and  rents  of  the  council 
houses ; and  a £10,000  overdraft  at  the  bank 
ha3  now  been  converted  into  a loan  at  the 
rate  of  5J  per  cent. 

I “ The  council  workmen  are  employed  only 
four  days  a week ; but  they  are  well  off  as 
compared  with  most  of  the  other  workers. 

M the  last  meeting  of  the  Bedwelty  Board  of 
Qmdians  the  unemployed  committee  appealed 
for  mils  of  clothes  for  the  men  and  for 
vtierdoth  ng  for  the  women  and  children. 
The  plight  of  the  women,  who  are  among  the 
most  thrifty  in  the  coalfield,  is  pathetic,  and 
their  pinched  faces  and  the  forlorn  condition 
of  the  children  show  unmistakably  how  they 
have  suffered  during  the  past  two  years. 

"I  have  been  investigating  cases  of  real 
distress  and  have  come  into  contact  with 
hundreds  of  cases  of  men  and  women  who  have 
ken  reduced  to  despair.  Men  who,  by  thrift, 
had  saved  sufficient  to  buy  their  own  houses 
have  had  to  sell  them,  and  are  now  in  receipt 
of  relief  from  the  Guardians. 

The  Co-operative  Movement. 

' The  eo-operatiye  movement  has  always 
ken  strong  in  this  district,  but  now  what  can 
*k  people  do  ? Hundreds  of  members  of 
•ho  Blaina  Co-operative  Society  have  spent 
a"  their  share  capital— their  life’s  savings. 
Pnc*  ease  of  a public  man  who  had  saved  £150 
® striking.  His  housfe  has  been  sold  and  all 
h«  savings  have  gone,  and  he  is  now  receiving 
relief.  Tradesmen  who,  before  the  lock-out 
"®re  making  a comfortable  living  have, 
ftany  cases,  closed  their  shops  and  others  have 
h‘g  overdrafts  at  the  banks.  All  the  publicans 
Dr<  <n  a terrible  plight,  and  three  of  them  are 
giving  money  and  goods  from  the  Guardians. 
•he  money  that  had  been  spent  in  relief 
unemployment  doles  had  been  used  for 
6 purpose  of  developing  the  four  mines  that 
®but  down  by  the  Ebbw  Vale  Company 
1 urmld  have  been  better  fof  the  district. 

. The  scale  of  relief  given  by  the  Guardians 
-Man  and  wife,  18s.  per  week,  first,  child 
j ‘ **•.,  and  other  children  3s.  each.  I claim 
^ c a skilled  miner  and  worked  at  one  colliery 
r over  twenty  years,  but  now  I cannot  get 
!!0rk  ai)d  I have  been  unemployed  since 
‘ Tteinber  26th,  1921.  I have  eight  children 
Uudor  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  for  ten  of  us  I 
ei'c  28s.  unemployment  pay  and  16s.  6d. 
5r£rk  re'*°*  *rorn  * Guardians ; a total 
cha  • * want  work,  not  doles  nor 


“ To  investigate  other  cases  grits  a man’s 
soul.  Take  the  cases  of  some  of  the  men  living 
in  the  council’s  houses.  The  rent  of  these 
houses  is  12s.  4d.  per  week.  I could  quote 
scores  of  cases  of  real,  heart-breaking  privation 
of  men  who  are  regularly  employed  in  the 
mines,  but  the  following  cases  will  suffice  as 
examples  s — 

“ J.  P.,  labourer  at  Stone  Colliery.  He  has 
a wife  and  six  children  ; his  net  pay  after 
stoppages  for  four  days  at  5s.  per  day,  plus 
28  per  cent.,  is  £1  4s.  Out  of  this  his  wife 
paid  6s.  for  rent. 

“ J.  E.,  labourer  at  colliery.  Worked  six 
days,  wages  £1  16s.  He  has  seven  children 
under  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  three  over 
sixteen  years  of  age,  none  of  whom  are  work- 
ing. He  is  compelled  to  get  relief  every  week  ; 
and  is  now  working  only  four  days  a week. 

T.  D.,  earnings  last  week  £1  13s.  8d., 
previous  week  £1  Is.  2d.  ; rent  12s.  4d.  per 
week.  He  has  two  young  children,  one  of 
whom  is  blind. 

‘ T.  G.,  injured  at  the  colliery  and  now  suffers 
from  double  hernia.  Has  been  in  the  local 
hospital  five  weeks,  and  has  not  received  a 
single  penny  as  compensation.  His  wife  and 
children  on  the  parish  and  the  rent  is  12s.  4d. 
per  week.’’ 

Such  is  the  bare  recital  of  the  facts  of  the 
case.  I have  added  nothing  to  what  Coun- 
cillor Jones  told  me,  but  I would  add  that  if 
the  people  of  this  country  intend  to  tolerate 
such  a plague  spot  of  capitalism,  then  there  is 
little  hope  for  the  rising  generation. 

What  are  co-operators  going  to  do  about  it  ? 


AN  EXPERTS  VIEWS 

EDUCATION 


ON 


The  policy  of  the  London  Co-operative 
Managers’  Association  of  seeking  knowledge 
everywhere  led  to  the  presence  at  the  last 
meeting  of  Miss  Gladys  A.  Burl  ton  (director 
of  education  at  Messrs.  Selfridge’s).  She 
gave  an  address  on  “ The  Education  of  the 
Employee.”  Her  chief  points  were  that 
managers  should  find  out  the  age  at  which 
their  employees  left  school,  and  what  they 
were  doing  to  continue  their  education.  In 
every  retail  business  there  was  a slack  time 
during  the  day,  and  during  this  period  she 
suggested  the  arrangement  of  study  circles, 
lectures  ou  selling  and  administration,  and 
talks  about  business,  &c.  The  education  of 
the  employees,  she  said,  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a part  of  the  management  of  the 
business,  in  the  same  way  that  they  con- 
sidered the  care  of  the  stock  and  the  details 
of  the  counting  house. 


A Business  Man’s  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 
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A Heavy  Drapery  Loss. 

The  report  for  the  year  ended  Juno  15th, 
1922,  of  Mann,  Byars,  and  Company,  the  well- 
known  Glasgow  wholesale  and  retail  drapers, 
has  been  issued,  and  although  the  volume  of 
trade  was  well  maintained,  a net  loss  of 
£67,217  is  shown.  For  the  previous  year 
there  was  a loss  of  £7,985.  This  heavy  loss  is 
largely  due  to  the  big  fall  in  the  value  of  stock 
which  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  om- 
pahy’s  financial  year.  Shareholders  will  have 
been  disagreeably  surprised,  for  the  directors 
stated  this  time  last  year  that  business  was 
showing  a satisfactory  improvement,  and  that 
various  departmental  reorganisations  were 
being  carried  out  which  should  materially 
assist  recovery.  The  present  company,  which 
took  over  the  business  of  a former  company 
bearing  the  same  name,  was  formed  in  June, 
1920,  and  it  paid  for  the  concern  £460,000  in 
cash,  besides  meeting  the  liabilities  of  the  old 
company  amounting  to  £510,478.  The  bal- 
ance sheet  is  none  too  good,  for  goodwill  is 
counted  as  an  asset  of  £180,000,  as  are  pre- 
liminary and  reorganisation  expenses  of 
£48,098.  It  looks  very  much  as  though  part 
of  the  capital  will  have  to  be  written  off,  and 
tho  unfavourable  showing  of  this  report  is  a 
reminder  that  we  have  not  yet  heard  the  last 
of  tho  effects  of  the  heavy  fail  in  values  that 
set  in  about  a couple  of  years  ago.* 

Argentine  Exports. 

Cablegrams  from  Buenos  Aires  state  that 
the  agricultural  conditions  are  very  satisfac- 
tory. Present  prospects  point  to  a bumper 
crop  of  cereals.  Some  interesting  changes  in 
exports  are  recorded.  Argentina  during  the 
present  year  has  shipped  more  ban  double 
the  quantity  of  wheat  that  it  did  during  the 
first  eight  months  of  1921,  the  total  being 

3.107.000  tons,  as  against  1,528,000  tons.  On 
the  other  hand,  shipments  of  maize,  oats,  and 
•linseed  show  a falling-off.  Exports  of  ox- 
hides have  increased  fourfold,  owing  mainly  to 
thq  German  demand,  which  is  comprehensible 
enough,  as  that  country  is  still  short  of  leather, 
of  which  it  was  practically  denuded  by  the 
war,  the  very  window  straps  in  the  railway 
carriages  having  had  to  be  taken  away  and 
replaced  ultimately  by  a sort  of  webbing. 
Sales  of  wool  also  show  a considerable  increase. 
The  most  noticeable  change,  however,  has 
occurred  in  the ’demand  for  meat,  for  while 
shipments  of  frozen  beef  have  fallen  in  the 
eight  months  from  2,325,000  quartern  to 

1.345.000  quarters,  those  of  chilled  beef  have 
amounted  to  2,125,000  quarters,  as  compared 
with  946,000  quarters  in  January— August, 
1921. 

The  Future  of  the  Films. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  cinema  in- 
dustry has  been  doing  very  badly. 


It  has 


• We  command  tho  experience  of  this  firm  to  co- 
operators  who  are  impatient  of  O.W.S.  drapery  losses. 


When  I am  constrained  I 
cease  to  be  a person  and 
become  a thing. 


Once  I was  free;  free  ns  the  winds  of  the  morning- 
Free  as  the  birds  in  flight,  winging  over  my  head.  . 

Strong  in  the  knowledge  of  strength  and  bold  of  bearing. 
Now  a machine,  no  mime  but  a number  instead. 

Great  were  my  hopes  and  great  has  been  my  undoing. 

Careless  in  strength  unguarded  the  citadel  tell. 

Helpless  before  nttaek  to  rally  my  forces; 

The  depth  of  defeat  this  measureless,  hopeless  lien. 

Oh!  that  my  mind  were  numb  to  this  fierce,  vain  yearning; 

Raging,  despairing,  I pine  for  tile  outer  air. 

Tortured  in  mind  and  body,  aching  for  freedom 
Like  n bird  with  a broken  wing,  or  fox  in  a snare. 

The  world  lies  white  outside.  The  foot  of  the  woodman 
Crushed  tho  virgin  snow  with  pure  delight. 

Oh!  that  I too  might  l'eel  the  north  wind  stinging. 

Reckless  but  free  in  the  path  of  its  headlong  flight. 

Now  ’tis  the  sound  of  the  trees  on  a windy  morning, 

Which  sings  in  my  ears  like  a song  I cannot  find, 

Old  memories,  hopes  and  fears  for  ever  stirring, 

. Unbalancing  thus  the  delicate  poise  of  mind. 

Where  is  the  sling  of  death  when  the  will  is  broken 
And  n living  death  is  all  that  the  future  holds, 

Consumed  by  the  lire  of  remorse,  and  deep’ning  anguish— 
Engendered  by  prison  bars — my  spirit  enfolds. 

— Elsie  Oikjan. 


been  severely  handicapped  by  an  entertain 
ments  tax  which  is  iniquitous,  but  quite 
characteristic  of  our  governing  class,  in  that 
it  is  deliberately  graded  so  as  to  make  tho 
poorer  sections  of  the  community  pay  a much 
greater  proportion  of  tax  than  those  who  go 
in  the  moro  expensive  scats  ; but  other  factors 
have  contributed  to  tho  depression,  and  as 
this  has  become  one  of  the  great  industries  of 
the  world,  it  is  worth  glancing  at  some  of  these 
contributory  causes.  Mr.  E.  E.  Adams,  the 
managing  director  of  the  Provincial  Cinemato- 
graph Theatres  Limited,  the  leading  brain  of 
the  industry  in  this  country,  places  the  causes 
for  the  depression  in  the  following  proportions. 
Out  of  a total  of  one  hundred,  he  states  the 
depression  factors  as  follows : — 

Per  cent. 

Lack  of  more  good  pictures  with  a 

wide  appeal  34 

Entertainments  tax  30 

Unattractive  theatre  accommo- 
dation   12 

Last  year’s  hot  summer 8 

General  trade  depression 8 

Lack  of  publicity,  simultaneous 
release,  and  general  exploita- 
tion   6 

Summer  time  2 

A Serious  Industry. 

I think  he  i§  right  in  giving  the  first  place 
to  the  quality  of  the  films  that  have  been  dis- 
played. American  films  are  probably  near 
perfection,  but  the  plots  are  becoming  very 
thin  and  crude.  In  portraying'the  struggles 
of  the  human  soul  which  attend  the  develop- 
ment of  the  spirit  in  passing  through  matter — 
which,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  alone  makes 
life  interesting — the  films  I saw  in  Germany, 
Czechoslovakia,  &c.,  all  of  German,  Swedish, 
and  Italian  production,  are  vastly  superior~to 
any  that  have  come  from  America  ; and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  when  cinema  proprietors  have 
wrenched  themselves  free  from  their  advance 
bookings  of  films  centring  around  the  clean- 
shaven, square-jawed,  cigar-chewing,  and 
empty-headed  young  man  who  is  the  hero  of 
transatlantic  movies,  they  will  show  more  of 
the  productions  of  Europe.  With  a list  of 
novelists  probably  superior  to  those  of  any 
other  country,  British  film  producers  ought  to 
be  able  to  provide  something  superior,  and  it 
must  be  recorded  with  pleasure  that  some  good 
work  is  being  done  in  this  direction.  Then, 
films  like  “ Nanook,”  which  has  been  running 
in  London,  showing  Eskimo  life  at  close  quar- 
ters, are  full  of  human  interest,  because  they 
are  real.  I make  no  apology  for  dealing  here 
with  the  “ pictures  ” ; the  film  industry  has 
already  become  one  of  the  greatest  in  l ho 
world,  and  is  in  the  stage  when  it  can  be  largely 
influenced  by  the  man  in  the  street.  Most 
readers  of  these  notes  visit  the  cinema,  and  if 
some  ot  them  would  take  the  small  trouble 
to  convey  to  tho  proprietor  or  manager,  either 
verbally  or  by  letter,  the  desire  to  see  more  of 
the  finer  type  of  film,  it  would  be  to  the  benefit 
of  all  parties  concerned. 


C.W.S.  ELECTIONS. 

CHANGE  IN  METHOD  OF  VOTING. 

EFFECT  OF  A "NEWS" 

ARTICLE. 

The  “Co-operative  News”  of  July  1st 
contained  an  article  calling  attention  to  the 
unfair  method  of  electing  C.W.S.  directors. 
The  article  pointed  out  that  under  the  exist- 
ing conditions,  a candidate  elected,  while 
having  the  highest  vote,  might  nevertheless 
have  a minority  of  the  votes  polled.  At  tho 
quarterly  meetings  of  the* C.W.S.  competed 
on  Saturday— the  first  quarterly  meetings 
at  whi(jh  a resolution  on  the  subject  could 
be  submitted— the  shareholders  decided  that 
the  candidates  elected  in  future  must  have 
a clear  majority,  and  they  instructed  the 
directors  to  formulate  a system  of  voting  to 
secure  that  result. 

The  case  presented  in  the  • News 
article  was  convincing,  and  the  figures  it 
contained  were  quoted  by  the  movers  ol  tho 
resolution  at  the  divisional  meetings  and 
the  general  meeting.  A change  in  the  sys- 
tem of  voting  which  will  prevent  a sent  on 
the  board  being  won  by  n minority  of  votes 
and  will  at  least  ensure  that  the  successful 
candidate  is  the  one  chosen  by  the  majority. 

The  societies  in  the  north  responsible  lor 
the  resolution  adopted  merit  the  thanks  ot 
' (he  C.W.S.  shareholders,  and  the  • NetVs 
is  gratified  that  its  advice  has,  been  followed 
so  promptly. 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 

CO-OPERATION  IN  AMERICAN  UNIVERSITIES. 


A SUBJECT  NOW  .MUCH  TO  THE  FRONT. 


The  United  States  Bureau  of  Labour  Statis- 
tics recently  addressed  to  a certain  number  of 
colleges  and  universities  an  inquiry  as  to 
whether  or  not  a course  on  co-operation  is 
offered  to  students.  Replies  wero  received 
from  thirty  of  these  institutions,  from  which 
it  appeal's,  according  to  information  received 
from  the  International  Labour  Bureau  of  the 
League  of  Nations,  that  in  twenty-five  co-opera- 
tion receives  attention  either  as  a.  separate 
course  or  in  connection  with  courses  on  such 
subjects  as  economics,  labour  problems,  mar- 
keting problems  and  methods,  farm  manage- 
ments and  organisation,  &c.,  whilst  in  seven 
universities  a separate  course  in  either  con- 
sumers’ or  farmers’  co-opcration  is  offered. 

The  University  of  California  gives  a separate 
course  in  co-operative  marketing  and  distri- 
bution, as  does  also  the  University  of  Ken- 
tucky, where,  however,  the  course  touches 
upon  consumers’  co-operation  as  well.  Work 
in  agricultural  co-operation  is  done  at  the 
University  of  Illinois,  and  considerable  atten- 
tion is  given  also  to  this  subject  in  the  courses 
in  labour  and  labour  legislation.  A course  in 
co-operative  organisation  in  agriculture  is 


offered  in.  the  Iowa  State  College  of  Agriculture 
and  Economic  Arts.  At  the  University  of 
Missouri  a general  course  is  given  dealing  with 
both  the  consumers’  and  the  agricultural 
phases  of  co-operation ; and  a book  on  “ The 
Economics  and  Practice  of  Co-operation  ” is 
in  preparation  by  the  university. 

The  subject  receives  the  greatest  amount  of 
attention  in  Columbia  University  and  the 
University  of  Minnesota.  Columbia  University 
gives  a winter  course  in  agricultural  co-opera- 
tion and  a spring  course  in  consumers’  co- 
operation, whilst  passing  attention  is  given  to 
the  subject  of  co-operation  in  another  course 
called  “ Economics  or  Food  Marketing,’’  The 
University  of  Minnesota  offers  a special  short 
course  of  twelve  weeks  for  the  study  of  " The 
Co-operative  Mode  of  Economic  Functioning 
aS  Compared  with  the  Competitive  and 
Governmental,  as  to  Motivation,  Organisation, 
Business  ' Practice,  and  Public  Control.1’  Al- 
though presented  from  the  point  of  view  of 
farming  populations,  the  course  also  deals  with 
the  question  of  consumers’  co-operation  on 
account  of  the  relation  of  the  co-operative 
store  and  of  co-operative  buying  to  agriculture. 


SWISS  EDITORS  DEATH. 

A CONTRIBUTOR  TO  THE  "NEWS.’ 

It  is  with  much 
regret  we  learn  of 
the  d e a t h — tud- 
denly,  from  heart 
trouble — of  M. 

Henri  Premier,  the 
editor  of  the  Swiss 
^ official  co-opera- 
tive .organ  in 
French,  " La  Co- 
operation.” 

A well-informed 
man,  an  enthusi- 
astic co-operator, 
one  -whose  sympa- 
thies wore  very 
wide,  he  contributed  not  a little  to  the  litera- 
ture of  the  movement  He  was  an  occasional 
contributor  to  the  " Co-operative  News.” 
During  the  Congress  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance  at  Basle  he  welcomed 
many  English  delegates  with  liis  gentle  smile 
and  quiet  charm,  whilst  he  was  one  of  the 
lecturers  at  the  international  summer  school 
which  was  then  founded.  Dr.  H.  Faucherre, 
the  head  of  the  Swiss  co-operative  press  service 
— who  also  lectured  at  the  summer  school  —is 
his  successor. 


M.  H.  Prosier. 


THE  FIGHT  WITH  THE  TRUSTS. 

Herr  Heinrich  Kaufmann,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  German  Co-operative  Union, 
writing  on  trusts  in  an  international 
review,  pointing  out  that  the  co-operators 
of  the  whole  world  are  alive  to  the  task 
before  them,  states:  .“We  ask  the  legisla- 
tors in  all  countries  not  to  place  artificial 
obstacles  in  the  wav  of  the  development  of 
co-operation,  arid  to  take  account,  in  their 
fiscal  system,  of  the  character  and  the 
spirit  of  co-operation.” 


The  “ Yhteishyva,"  the  official  fort- 
nightly organ  of  the  Finnish  Wholesale 
“S.O.K.,”  circulates  94.900.  An  effort  is 
being  made  to  reach  100,000. 


1922, 


THE  WORLD  of  LITERATURf 


RELIGIOUS  JOURNALIST'S 
REMINISCENCES. 

Mr.  Arthur  Porritt,  of  the  “Christian 
World,”  has  published  his  reminiscences  under 
the  title  of  “ The  Best  I Remember  ” (Cassell 
and  Co.  Ltd.).  He  has  stories  to  tell  of  all  the 
great  figures  in  the  religious  world  for  the 
last  thirty _yenrs,  and  his  conclusion,  after 
thirty  years  of  observation,  is  that  really  fine 
preaching  never  fails  to  attract  hearers. 

“ The  crux  of  the  whole  church-going  prob- 
lem is  to  find  a full  supply  of  preachers  who 
do  not  insult  the  intelligence^-men  to  whom 
educated  men  and  women,  reading  and  think- 
ing the  thoughts  of  these  spacious  days,  can 
listen  without  losing  their  self-respect.  Preach- 
ing is  not  obsolescent,  unless  preachers  make 
it  so.” 

Mi-.  Ponitt’s  work  has  thrown  him  much  in 
the  society  of  politicians.  He  tells  a good 
story  of  a politician  who  went  down  to  a 
constituency  with  a view  to  being  selected 
as  its  candidate  foi*  a by-election. 

“ He  addressed  a meeting  of  the  electors, 
and  sought,  through  his  speech,  to  discover  the 
prevailing  religious  tendency  of  the  con- 
stituency. ‘ My  great  grandfather,’  he  said, 
1 was  an  Episcopalian  ’ (stony  silence),  1 but 
my  great  grandmother  belonged  to  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Scotland  ’ (continued 
silence).  ’ My  grandfather  was  a Baptist  ’ 
(more  silence),  ‘ but  my  grandmother  was  a 
Congregationalist  ’ (still  frigid  silence).  ‘ But 
I had  a great  aunt  who  was  a Wesleyan 
Methodist  ’ (loud  applause),  1 and — and  I have 
always  followed  my  great  aunt  ’ (loud  and 
prolonged  cheering.)  He  got  in.” 

Mr.  Porritt  reveals  the  fact  for  the  first  time 
that  he  wrote  W.  G.  Grace’s  Cricket  Reminis- 
cences. " W.  G.”  apparently  had  a fiery 
temper,  but  only  on  one  occasion  did  Mr. 
Porritt  ever  make  him  really  cross. 


Two  artists  of  well-known  ability  write 
of  the  “ Millgate  Monthly”  as  “your  in- 
teresting magazine,  the  high  tone  of  which 
we  greatly  appreciate.” 


RUNNING  FOR  GOVERNOR. 

An  outstanding  "progressive  political 
feature  .of  the  past  week  or  two  in  the 
United  States  is  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
.William  E.  Sweet,  of  Denver,  for  the 
governorship  of  Colorado,  on  a co-opera- 
tive platform.  Mr.  Sweet’s  platform 
declared  for  “ non-pnofit  co-operative 
marketing  organisations,”  to  enable  the 
fanners  of  Colorado  to  secure  a decent: 
price  for  their  products  and  to  emancipate 
themselves  from  the  speculators,  monopo- 
lists, and  commission  men’s  combines. 

Mr.  Sweet  recently  returned  from,  a study 
of  co-operative  achievements  in  Europe, 
which  convinced  him  that  the  future  of 
American  industry  and  agriculture 
depends  upon  the  adoption  of  co-operation 
in  the  -United  States.  Both  farmers  and 
workers  in  Colorado  are  uniting  to  secure 
his  election. 


THE  FASCIST  TRAIL  IN  TRIESTE. 

The  Workers’  Co-operative  Societies  of 
Trieste,  Istria,  and  Friuli  have  suffered  very 
coiisklorably  from  the  excesses  of  the 
Fascists.  The  centres  of  the  Trieste  Union 
have  been  more  or  less  demolished  in 
Chiampore  and  Crevatini.  The  turnover  of 
this  Union  for  the  first  seven  months  was  not 
W than  18,520,176  lire,  whilst  the  savings 
deposits  amounted  to  1,189,173  lire, 


There  are  now  two  national  Co-operative 
Union#  operating  in  France,  the  Catholic 
organisations  having  come  out  and  estab- 
lished their  own,  1 


Some  Co-operative 
Societies  who  have 
Purchased  Albions 

The  Co-op.  Wholesale  Socy., 
Ltd. 

The  Scottish  Co-op.  Wholesale 
Socy.,  Ltd. 

Belfast  Co-op.  Socy.,  Ltd., 
Barrow  Co-op.  Socy.,  Ltd. 
City  of  Bradford  Co-op.  Socy., 
Ltd. 

Birkenhead  and  District  Co-op. 
Socy.,  Ltd. 

Bristol  Co-op.  Socy.,  Ltd., 
City  of  Perth  „ „ 

Doncaster  „ ,, 

Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown 
Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 
Dunfermline  „ ,, 

Dundee  ,,  ,, 

Exeter  Co-op.  and  Industrial 
Socy.,  Ltd. 

Rhondda  I ndustrial  Co-op. 
Socy.,  Ltd. 

Newcastle  Retail  Co-op.  Socy., 
Ltd. 

Paisley  Prov.  Co-op.  Socy.,  Ld. 
Plymouth  „ „ 

River  and  District  „ 

Stirling  ,,  ,, 

United  Co-op.  Baking  Socy.  Ld. 


reason  of 
reliability 


is  what  Messrs.  J.  S.  Fry 
& Sons,  Ltd.,  say  of  their  Albions 
in  a recent  letter  : 

We  considered  it  advisable  to  stan- 
dardise on  this  particular  make  by  reason 
of  its  reliability.  Our  oldest  Albion  Van 
did  approximately  86,000  miles  with- 
out having  a thorough  overhaul 

Many  large  firms  such  as  this, 
basing  their  judgment  on  actual 
records  of  various  makes  of  vehicle, 
declare  also  that  for  low  running  cost 
and  length  0/  li/e  Albions  are  unsurpassed 
by  any  other  make. 

Use  the  vehicle  that  will  save 
you  money. 

Write  now  for  particulars 
of  Albion  Models. 


Load  Capacity 
25,  30,  40,  50, 
60,  and  80  cwt. 


, COMMERCIAL  MOTORS 

ALBION  MOTOR  CAR  CO.,  LTD., 

‘ SCOTSTOUN,  GLASGOW. 

London  Office:  Bank  Buildings,  20,  KIngsway,  W.C.  2. 
Also  at  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Birmingham 


SALT  OF  THE  EARTfj 

A GRAIN  ATj  FIRCROFT. 

Had  Tom  Bryan*  not  been  “ a Comnail- 
of  St.  Francis,  a lover. of  Lady  Poverty” 
he  thought  less  of  duty  and  more  of  a car  ^ 
had  he  been  selfish  and  not  unselfish,  he  JjT’ 
have  become  Britain’s  greatest  leader  of  labo  ** 
He  chose  to  keep  Ids  name  out  of  th0  k’ 
circulators,  to  lead  the  quiet  life  of  a think  ^ 
a teacher,  and  an  inspircr  of  the  leaders  ami 
teachers  of  others.  And  who  shall  say  J! 
choice  was  wrong  ? His  name  may  not  [1 
known  to  the  man  in  the  street,  but  l,js  ; 
fluence  is  felt  to-day  in  Britain  and  in  Dea[ 
mark  by  many  who  have  never  heard  his  name* 
He  was  born  the  son  of  a prison  warder  • ^ 
worked,  as  a youth,  as  a counter-hand  in  a 
warehouse  ; and  became  Master  of  Arts.  To 
help  to  maintain  himself  while  a student  at  th0 
university  he  once  worked  as  a labourer  on  the 
night  shift  at  a shipyard.  That  shows  some, 
thing  of  the  grit  of  the  man. 

Bryan  was  singularly  unfashionable.  I am 
not  referring  to  his  dress,  although  he  was  fond 
ot  what  have  been  happily  named  barton" 
— clothes  which  grow  into  a man’s  heart  a* 
well  as  to  Ids  body — as  the  authors  point  out 
but  he  was  unfashionable  in  his  educational 
ideals,  ideas,  and  methods. 

Ho  thought  of  education  as  an  instrument 
for  the  broadening  of  a man’s  mind,  not  the 
increasing  of  salary  and  social  status.  He  did 
not  plead  for  education  for  the  workers  in  ordei 
that  they  might  rise  out  of  their  class,  but  that, 
educated,  they  might  go  back  to  their  fellows, 
make  more  of  their  lives  as  workers,  and  in* 
fluence  their  fellows  in  the  same  direction.  He 
wanted  to  give  men  “ a sense  of  wide  spaces, 
an  acquaintance  with  literature  that  would 
sweeten  and  ennoble  life.”  To  this  end  Fir- 
croft  was  called  into  being. 

Tom  Bryan  was  a colleague  of  Herbert  Stead 
at  the  famous  Browning  Settlement . While  at 
Walworth  ho  was  elected  first  La  l>our  Mayor 
of  a London  borough.  A wonderfully  efficient 
mayor,  too.  “ Before  the  election  of  mayor 
he  was  questioned  as  to  how  he  could  meet-tho 
expenses  wluch  are  usually  connected  with  tho 
office.  Mr.  Bryan  quietly  replied,  ‘ By  not 
incurring  them.’  ” He  later  declared— after 
his  election  to  the  office — that  should  a salary 
be  voted  he  would"  not  devote  one  penny  to 
mayoral  hospitalities,  but  that  the  whole  would 
be  spent  for  the  welfare  of  the  poor  of  tho 
borough. 

From  Walworth  Bryan  went  to  the  Wood- 
brooke  .School  near  Bournville,  did  great  work 
in  connection  'With  the  Adult  School  movement, 
collaborated  with  Air.  G.  Cadbury,  jun.,  in  tho 
writing  of  “ The  Land  and  the  Landless”  did 
much  other  work — I must  skim  because  of 
space — before  Fircroft  was  instituted  at  Bourn* 
ville  as  a college  or  settlement  " where  men 
might  go  and  study  under  the  shadow  of  somq 
such  teacher  as  Tom  Bryan.” 

Tom  Bryan  is  dead,'  but  Fircroft  still  lives; 
and  Fircroft,  to  quote  one  of  liis  old  .students, 
is,  “ in  my  opinion,  as  Tom  Bryan  made  it  and 
left  it,  tho  most  potent  nucleus  of  social  de- 
velopment in  this  country.  For  he,  its  first 
warden,  had  the  right  idea  of  higher  education. 
. . . I call  Tom  Bryan  a great  man,  not 
because  he  saw  that  what  is  wanted  is  an 
enlightened  and  fair-minded  democracy,  hat 
becauso  at  Fircroft  he  strenuously  and  success* 
fully  set  about  the  work  of  creating  it.” 

oil." 

and  Unwin* 


“ Tom  Bryun  : First  Wnrden  ol  Fir.'i 
G.  Wood  and  AVlhur  E.  Ball.  Allen 
2s.  6d. 


ASYLUM  EXPERIENCES. 

A sensation  almost  equal  to  that  caused 
by  Dr.  Montagu  Lomax’s  “ Experiences  of  afl 
Asylum  Doctor  ” is  likely  to  follow  the  publica* 
tion  of  “ The  Experiences  of  an  Asylun1 
Patient.”  This  book  is  the  true  record  0 11 
twelve  years’  martyrdom,  and  describes  ho'? 
the  author,  the  daughter  of  a well-known  Q-  ) 
went  voluntarily  as  a paying  patient  to  a * 
known  asylum  for  a few  weeks’  rest  cure. 
Without  her  knowledge  she  was  certified  msan 
after  a short  conversation  with  two 
doctors.  For  twelve  years  she  fought  for 
liberty.  Sho  suffered  and  saw  horn 
cruelties ; she  was  moved  from  asyh|n*  _ 
asylum  ; finally,  with  the  greatest  dilhc  ^ 
she  secured  permission  to  be  examined  by 
independent  doctors,  who  immediately 
nounccd  her  sane,  and  she  was  released. 
Lomax  has  written  an  introduction 
book,  wliich  has  been  published  by  * ^ ” 
George  Alien  tmd  Unw  in  Limited. 
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IDLE  LOOMS  : BANK’S  JUBILEE  : TRADE  LOSSES. 


CLOSE  CRITICISM. 

directors  have  a busy  time  at  c.w.s.  meeting. 
GATESHEAD  RESOLUTION  ADOPTED. 

PROSPECTS  OF  A DIVIDEND  NEXT  HALF-YEAR. 


The  question  of  idle  looms  and  how  to 
restart  them  occupied  a deal  of  the  time  of 
directors  and  delegates  at  the  C.W.S.  meet- 
ing in  Manchester  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  G.  Thorpe  (president)  stated  that  at 
three  centres  in  Lancashire— Chorley,  Bury, 
and  Radcliffe— the  society  had  three  thou- 
sand looms,  half  of  which,  at  the  present 
time,  were  standing  idle.  Even  the  re- 
mainder wore  only  working  a third  of  the 
time. 

11  Only  one  thing  will  alter  that  state  of 
affairs, ” said  Mr.  Thorpe  in  effect,  " and 
that  is  more  trade." 

There  were  two  knights  on  the  platform 
tor  the  first  time  at  a quarterly  meeting — 
Sir  Thomas  Allen  (director)  and  Sir  Thomas 
Brodrick  (secretary).  Mr.  Thorpe,  of 
course,  presided,  and  he  was  accompanied 
by  many  of  his  fellow-directors,  auditors, 
scrutineers,  and  chief  officials,  including,  in 
addition  to  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick,  Mr.  T. 
goodwin  (bank  manager).  There  were  880 
delegates  present,  representing  269  societies. 
Mr.  Walter  Halls,  M.P.,  was  one  of  the 
Nottingham  Society's  delegates. 

Following  a lengthy  discussion  on  the  re- 
port and  balance  sheet,  the  meeting  unani- 
mously confirmed  the  action  of  the  directors 
in  granting  £100  to  the  Sir  William  Maxwell 
.Testimonial  Fund. 

The  resolution  in  favour  of  a grant  of 
£100  to  the  Midland  Exhibition  and 
Demonstration  Fund,  which  had  been  sent 
in  by  half-a-dozen  midland  societies,  was  so 
heavily  defeated  at  the  district  meetings — 
.193  for  and  1,358  against — that  it  had  no 
chance  of  carrying  on  Saturday. 

By  accepting  the  northern  societies’  reso- 
lulipn,  the  delegates  instructed  the  directors 
to  prepare  a scheme  to  provide  that  a candi- 
date must  have  a majority  of  votes  polled 
before  being  declared  elected  to  the  C.W.S. 
board. 


Hie  Chairman  said  one  society. — C'hopwell 
■9rii|;  Association  (Durham) — had  made 
application  for  membership.  Agreed. 

Proceeding,  the  Chairman  referred  to  the 
beeu  competition  with  which  the  institution 
bad  to  contend.  He  knew  that  certain  com- 
mercial firms  were  prepared  to  offer  socie- 
ties prices  which  the  Wholesale  Society  for 
the  time  being  were  not  able  to  compete 
Ogainst,  but  he  wanted  societies  to  take 
into  consideration  the  average  price  and 
quality  of  the  goods  which  this  institution 
Produced. 


Prospects  of  a Dividend. 

Twelve  months  ago,  when  he  came  into 
Jliut  room,  he  was  in  a more  depressed  con- 
dition than  he  was  to-day,  and  he  hoped 
that  when  they  presented  their  next  balance 
Sheet  he  would  be  still  lighter  in  mind,  be- 
cause |,e  hoped  they  would  have  a little 
'dividend  to  declare.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Proceeding,  he  suid  he  would  like  to  givo 
«>eui  some  figures  in  connection  with  the 
firocery  and  provision  side  of  the  business. 
£hey  would  see  from  the  report  that  in 
grocery  and  provisions  they  had  done  a 
a i ^r>,036,B43  for  the  last  six  months, 
^crease,  in  comparison  with  twelve 
Pionths  ago,  of  £9,078,279.  In  the  heavier 
8uch  as  butter,  cheese,  bacon,  flour, 
u margarine,  there  had  only  been  a de- 

TohimV’1  Hon,et*1"lg  peT  cent-  in 

> two  items  alone  on  the  present  balance 
a Chairman  continued)  there  was 

»lii  1 c.leu?e  *n  expenditure,  in  comparison 
■the  ,i  ve  months  ago,  of  £542,152.  On 
•Pr ee  ■ <•  lant^  0,1  account  of  increased  de- 
tnr ■' oa>  there  was  additional  expendi- 
ng round  figures,  of  £148,000.  For  the 
lion  , s ending  December,  1920,  the  produc- 
Bnd  h °r  0,1G  Particular  works  were  £02.556, 
tlin  * ■ expenses  6s.  ll^d.  per  pound.  For 
H i*1  m*1  ending  June,  1922,  the  produc- 
ts pv"  , SilInc‘  factory  were  £12,556,  but 
t0  i4*pnl,Kf's  had  gone  up  from  nearly  7s. 
trido  ’ • on  account  of  the  slackness  of 

0Un  ’ , 1!1.  or|e  of  their  woollen  mills  for  the 
£54  1 °f  1921  the  productions  were 

For' t!  ’ nn<^  the  expenses  8s.  5d.  per  pound, 
prodiiru  rorreHPomling  period  in  1922  the 
Aid"inn,s  Wero  £15, CIO,  but  the  expenses 
increased  to  18s.  9d.  per  pound. 


Idle  Looms. 

Proceeding,  he  stated  that  they  had  3,000 
looms  at  Bury,  Chorley,  and  Radclilfe.  ''Half 
of  the  looms  were  standing  idle  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  the  remainder  were  not  work- 
ing a third  of  the  time.  Vet  orders  were 
going  past  them,  and  they  wanted  to  know 
why.  He  hoped  societies  would  seriously 
consider  the  questions  lie  had  raised,  and  let 
their  orders  come  to  where  their  capital 
rested.  Then,  and  only  then,  would  their 
£1  pull  its  full  economic  power. 
Concluding,  the  Chairman  said  : 

Be  living  examples  of  what  co-operators 
should  be;  put  all  your  money  behind  the 
principles  you  so  strongly  advocate,  and 
then  no  force  outside  can  shake  the  move- 
ment, for  it  is  built  upon  the  foundations 
of  nature. 

Quality  Tells. 

Mr.  Whiteley  (Manchester  and  Salford) 
led  off  the  comments  on  the  first  portion  of 
the  report.  He  remarked  that  possibly  half 
the  trade  of  the  productive  works — 4j  mil- 
lions of  the  10  millions — was  done  through 
the  milling  section.  His  society  was  cent,  per 
cent.  C.W.S.  so  far  as  flour  was  concerned, 
not  because  the  manager  was  tied,  but  be- 
cause he  found  the  C.W.S.  flour  better  than 
other  makes.  The  profit,  on  flour,  soap, 
and  biscuit  works  amounted  to  nearly 
£400,000  during  the  half-year.  These 
figures  showed  that  the  basis  of  the  institu- 
tion was  safe  and -sound  so  far  as  trade  was 
concerned. 

Mr.  Whiteley  was  proceeding  to  refer  to 
the  cabinet  works,  when  the  Chairman 
pointed  out  that  the  discussion  on  the  first 
paragraph  usually  dealt  with  the  policy  of 
the  institution. 

It  was  policy  that  he  wanted  to  refer  to, 
said  Mr.  Whiteley.  He  wanted  to  draw 
attention  to  the  enormous  expense  of  carry- 
ing on  isolated  productive  works,  instead  of 
adopting  a policy  of  concentration,  and  he 
desired  to  know  Whether  this  policy  was 
being  continued. 

Mr.  Blukeborough  (Burnley)  said  the 
shareholders  should  share  some  of  the  re- 
sponsibility for  these  isolated  factories,  be- 
cause some  of  them  had  been,  opened  as  the 
result  of  pressure  from  the  shareholders’ 
meetings. 

Mr.  Whittaker  (Todmorden)  wanted  to 
know  if  the  profit  of  £23,600  was  a true 
indication  of  the  position.  For  instance,  no 
provision  had  been  made  for  a profit  or  a 
loss  on  the  farms,  and  for  the  past  few  years 
there  had  been  losses.  A portion  of  the 
item,  £367,000,  from  the  Government, 
should  have  been  credited  to  the  previous 
half-year.  He  wanted  to  know  if  stocks  had 
been  reduced  to  replacement  values,  and 
also,  having  regard  to  the  consistent  heavy 
losses  in  the  cotton  weaving  sheds,  whether 
the  committee  were  intending  to  conduct  an 
inquiry  into  the  management. 

Mr.  Magin  (Ashington  Industrial)  said 
they  had  been  given  to  understand  by  the 
auditors  that  a part  of  the  amount  received 
from  the  Government  had  been  received  a 
year  ago.  They  did  not  know,  however,  in 
which  particular  account  the  item  appeared 
a year  ago.  He  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  a 
definite  policy  to  put  these  sums  in  the  pro- 
fit and  loss  account.  A sum  of  £10,000 
received  from  the  Government  on  a previous 
ocoasion  for  Shilbottle  had  been  placed  to 
the  account  of  the  Shilbottle  colliery.  He 
wanted  to  know  why  the  same  policy  had 
not  been  adopted  with  the  £367,000. 

Mr.  Forber  (Bolton)  also  pointed  out  that 
the  balance  sheet  did  not  represent  the  true 
position.  He  pointed  out  that  nine  millions 
of  the  ten  millions  decrease  in  trade  were 
in  the  grocery  section.  They  had,  however, 
quite  as  much  profit  as  would  have  paid  that 
very  desirable  dividend  to -the  shareholders. 
“ We  cannot  go  on  pouring  out  money  in 
this  fashion,  losing  it  half-year  after  half- 
year,”  Mr.  Forber  concluded. 

What  would  the  position  have  been  apart 
from  the  Government  subsidies,  asked  Mr. 
Sumner  (Golwyn  Bay). 

A disquieting  feature  of  the  balance  sheet 
was  the  amount  of  £619,660  interest  on 
capital,  remarked  Mr.  Sutton  (lies wick). 
Wliat  .was  the  considered  policy  of  the  board 
with  regard  to  the  mills  and  the  value  at 
■which  they  stood  on  the  books. 

It  was  urged  by  Mr.  Alsop  i Manchester 
and  Salford)  that  the  directors  should  ex- 
ploit the  avenue  of  the  board-room  of  a 
society  more,  and  that  no  question  should 
he  introduced  in  the  quarterly  meeting 
before  it  lmd  been  brought  before  the  board 
meeting. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply,  said  before  any 
w orks  were  put  in -hand  n special  committee 
was  appointed  to  see  how  far  the  site  was 
from  a railway-station,  what  the  rents  and 
rates  were,  nud  what  the  cost  of  labour 
would  he.  Tho  money  received. ‘from  the 
Government  appeared  in  the  cash  account  ns 
received,  and  hod  been  put  on  one-side  until 
they  got  to  know  how  much  they  wore  going 
to  get.  but  they  had  not  ypt  gut  to  know, 
and  ho  was  sorry,  along  with  them,  that 


they  had  had  to  make  use  of  it. 
So  far  ns  the  stocks  were  concerned, 
they  were  taken  in  the  usual  way--- 
at  the  cast  price  cir  the  market  price,  which 
over  was  tile  lower  at  the  time.  Then  as  .to 
management,  there  was  not  one  of  the  re- 
ductive works  but  what  was  being 
thoroughly  investigated  With  regard  to  the 
values  cf  the  factories,  unfortunately  they 
had  no  reserves  at  tile  present  time  for 
writing  clown. 

More  pressure  should  he  brought,  upon 
societies  with  regard  to  hanking,  said  Mr. 
Kirby  (Pendleton),  and  Mr.  Potts  (PeitcUe- 
1 ton)  said  there  had  been  a good  deal  of 
11  wait  and  see  ” : it  was  time  they  had  a 
bit. of  ‘‘..here  and  now.”  (Laughter.) 

A Director  ‘‘Tickled.” 

Mr.  Hnyhurst  said  it  rather  tickled  Ills 
fancy  to  hear  that  they  should  put  pressure, 
on  societies  to  bank  with  the  Wholesale 
Society.  There  were  delegates  in  that  room 
whose  societies  had  refused  the  directors 
permission  four  and  five  times  to  enter  their 
hoard  room  tp  discuss  the  matter. 

A Delegate:  Name. 

Mr.  Hnyhurst:  No  names.  I may  be 
tempted  to  give  names  some  day,  but  net 
to-dav.  Proceeding,  he  said  societies  should 
give  the  directors  an  opportunity  of  show- 
ing whether  they  could  do  the  hanking  busi- 
ness or  cot  ; and  if  they  could  not  do  it 
better  they  should  make  them.  Fifty  of  the 
sixty-seven  societies  not  hanking  with  them 
had  ur.Jer  500  members,  but  there  wore  also 
a few  big  societies,  one  or  two  of  them  were 
in  Lancashire.  The  directors  wanted  to  do 
the  banking  business  of  societies,  but  " we 
are  not  going  to  be  humiliated,  t<»  kneel  and. 
wear  our  pants  out.”  (Laughter.) 

So  far  as  the  bank  staff  was  concerned,  he 
said  their  position  had  been  considered  Ad- 
justments had  been  made  and  more  adjust- 
ments would  lie  made,  but  they  had  to  realise 
that 

"your  bank  is  totally  different  to  any 

joint-stock  bank  in  the  country." 

He  wanted  to.  say  also  tluit  only  so  recently 
as' that  morning  lie  had  been  told  that  satis- 
faction had  been  expressed  at  wliat -they  had 
done  since  their  last  meeting,  and  merits  in 
the  future  would  demand  more  recognition. 

The  Bank's  Jubilee, 

Proceeding,  he  said  that  the  bank  was 
opened  October  14th,  1872,  so -that  it  was 
fifty  years  old  that  day.  Failsworth  Society 
was  the  first  to  put  in  a £500  cheque.  Two 
days  afterwards  they  drew  one  for  £700. 
v Laughter.)  Two  more  days  later  the 
society  adjusted  the  account.  "They  had 
got  their  eye  on  banking  at  Failsworth  even 
in  those  early  days,"  he  added. 

Continuing,  lie  stated  that  the  first  year 
the  bank  was  opened  the  business  done,  with 
transfers,  amounted  to  a million  sterling. 
They  had  sixty  accounts,  but  they  were  all 
societies.  Today  the  yearly  turnover  was 
£520,000,000,  and  they  had  15.266  accounts  ; 
and  yet  these  sixty-seven  societies  etill  kept 
out.  " Is  it  not  funny?"  They  had  11,000 
private  accounts  and  other  unions,  Are.  Why 
sliould  there  not  be  three  million  private 
accounts  ? - 

We  have  made  marvellous  growth  in  the 
fifty -years,  but  what  could  we  not  do  if  we 
all  meant  what  we  say  and  practise 
accordingly  ? 

Policy  on  Milk. 

Mr.  Forber  (Bolton)  said  lie  believed  lie 
was  correct  in  stating  that  there  had  not, 
been  a half  year  in  which  there  had  not  been 
a loss  of  several  thousands  on  milk.  They 
would  like  to  know  what  was  the  considered 
policy  of  the  directors  in  respect  of  this 
question  of  milk.  Did  they  intend  going  on 
making  loss  after  loss,  or  do  they  intend 
to  give  up  the  job?  It  seemed  to  be  either 
one  thing  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Young  admitted  that  there  had  been  ft 
loss  on  the  milk  trade  light  from  the  start. 
They  anticipated  a very  much  larger  demand 
for  milk,  particularly  in  the  Manchester 
district,  but  it  did  not  come  so  rapidly  as 
they  expected.  They  had  therefore  to  make 
their  surplus  milk  into  cheese  and  other  pro- 
ductions which  at  that  time  was  a decidedly 
unprofitable  venture.  They  had  reduced  the 
losses,  but  they  were  still  serious.  The 
directors  were  satisfied  that  if  societies 
would  givo  them  sufficient  trade  to  cover 
overhead  charges  they  would  -be  on  the  safe 
6ide,  and  be  in  a position  to  render  the  move- 
ment great  service.  They  were  hopeful  of 
getting  more  trade,  but  if  it  did-not-oome 
along , very  soon  they  would  have  to  take  ( 
some  other  action. 

A Middleton  and  Tonge  delegate  drew 
attention  to  the  results  of  the  half-year's 
trading  at  the  jam  works,  and  asked  if  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  directors  to  keep  open 
all  the  works. 

.Mr.  Whiteley  (Manchester  and  Salford) 
regarded  the  jam  works  as  one  of  the  black 
•spots  on  the  report  so  far  as  foodstuffs  were 
concerned.  Up  to  1918  the  works  made  a 
profit  in  round  figures  of  £400,000.  Since 
then  they  had  had  losses  amounting  to  over 
£1,000,000.  He  ventured  to  suggest  that 
no  private  firm  could  keen  going  on  these 
lines.  In  the  half-year  they  had  done  a 
trade  of  £630.000,  and  bad  made  n loss  of 
£34,000.  The  Scottish  Wholesale  Society  on 
a trade  of  £330,000  for  the  half-year  had 
made  a profit  of  £10,000.  They  had  very 
little  to  complain  about  the  quality  of 
C'.W.S.  jams. 

The  Closing  of  Works. 

• > Replying  to  the  questions,  Mr.  Lander  - 
said  the  glass  works  accounts  were  in- 
cluded in  those  of  the  jam  factories. 


to  closo  any  of  tho  jam  works,  nor  to 
extend  any.  it  was  a very  serious  matter 
to  talk  about  closing  a works  whilst 
there  were  so  many  workers  unemployed. 

Mr.  Lander  informed  Mr.  Whilelev  that 
one  firm  alone  lost  £1,500,000  iu  one  year 
:md  was  going  on  yet.  The  C.W.S.'  had 
tost  money,  and  the  shareholders  knew 
tin-  reason.  It  was  a scandal  that  sugar 
is  still  taxed  to  the  extent  of  25s.  8d- 
per  cwt.  It  was  having  a terrible  effect 
on  the  jam  trade.  So  tar  as  Scotland  was 
concerned  they  could  .not  make  a fair  com- 
pamsoii,  as  the  S.C.W.S.  balance  sheet 
was  made  up  differently  from  theirs.  The 
•Jam  works  was  not  the  only  item  included 
in  the  S.C.W.S.  account. 

Replying  to  a Wigan  delegate  who 
wanted  to  know  what  had  been  dune  to 
find  employment  for  the  workers  displaced 
by  the  closing  of  the  Halifax  mill,  Mr. 
Lander  said  the  committee  Lad  done 
everything  in  their  power  to  help  these 
people.  They  induced  the  people  who  pur- 
chased the  Halifax  mill,  to  take  as  many 
of  the  employees  as  they  possibly  could. 
Some  of  them  declined  this  work.  Others 
were  given  positions  in  other  flour  mills, 
but  in  the  eases  of  those  who  could  not 
leave  Halifax  for  family  reasons,  other 
positions  were  offered.  Two  men  had, 
however,  refused  positions  at  Sowerbv 
Bridge. 


Trade  Union  Question. 

Mr.  Kirby  (Pendleton)  wanted  to  know 
if  the  resolution  regarding  employees  being 
members  of  trade  unions  was  being  carried 
out  in  the  tobacco  factory. 

Mr.  Robinson  (Bury)  asked  if  ft  was 
correct,  as  reported  in  the  press,  that  a 
tobacco  factory  was  to  be  opened  in 
Newcastle. 

Mr.  Lander  pointed  out  that  societies 
in  Newcastle  and  in  the  South  had  asked 
for  a tobacco  factory,  but  the  committee 
lmd  not  decided  to  open  another  one.  At 
the  present  time  they  had  no  money  to 
spend.  He  would  say,  however,  that  '■  if 
all  the  trade,  even  in  these  bad  times 
came  into  our  own  works  we  should  need 
another  tobacco  factory.” 

Mr.  Lander  said  he  could  not  give  the 
exact  position  in  regard  to  the  resolution 
of  the  quarterly  meeting,  but  the  com- 
mittee had  dealt  with  this  matter  at  the 
whole  of  -the  works,  -and  were  endeavour- 
ing, without  hardship  and  without  trouble, 
to  carry  out  as  effectively  as  they  could 
the  finding  of  the  quarterly  meeting. 

Mr.  Pldfield  (Pendleton)  wanted  to  know 
if  the  losses  at  Longsight  and  Reddish 
were  departmental  or  general  losses. 

Mr.  Sutton  (Beswick)  drew  attention  to 
a statement  made  by  Mr.  Goliglitly  at  the 
Yorkshire  divisional  meeting  the  previous 
week,  to  the  effect  that  the  C'.W.S.  were 
singled  out  to  pay  10  per  cent,  more  than 
other  people.  Air.  Sutton  stated  that  the 
whole  of  the  printers  engaged  in  tho 
C.W.S.  works  were  paid  exactly  the  same 
rate  of  wages  as  printers  in  the  locality. 
The  hours  were  also  the  same,  with  the 
exception  that  some  firms  still  adhered  to 
the  44-hour  week. 

Air.  Lander,  answering  the  queries,  said 
the  loss  was  purely  on  the  printing  works. 
The  trouble  was,  as  in  everything  else,  the 
need  of  more  trade. 

What  Mr.  Goliglitly  said  at  Wakefield 
he  (Mr.  Lander)  knew  not,  but  he  resented 
the  inference  about  taking  cover  behind 
replies  of  that  kind,  because  the  directors 
had  no  need  to  take  cover  behind  anything 
that  was  not  right.  (Hear,  hear.)  The 
fact  was  that  in  one  section  of  the  printing 
trade  they  used  to  pay  10  per  cent,  above 
the  standard  rate  of  wages,  but  after  the 
issue  of  the  circular  quoted  by  Air.  Sutton 
the  wages  were  all  brought  down  to  the 
ordinary  trade  union  level.  If  Air. 
Goliglitly  knew  lie  had  made  a mistake  ho 
would  be  the  first  to  nut  it  right. 

" Corsets  ” brought  Mrs.  Daniels 
(Liverpool)  to  her  feet.  She  asked  why 
the  C’.W.S.  did  not  send  expert  corset 
litters  round  to  societies,  considering  the 
great  number  of  women  co-operators  there 
were. 

Mr.  Wilkins  said  there  were  a number 
of  young  ladies  who  were  now  being  trained 
specially  to  go  round  to  the  various  socie- 
t:os  in  the  interests  cf  the  corset  trade. 
It  was  the  same  trouble  here  as  in  every 
other  department — more  trade  was  wanted. 
One  society  gave  them  an  order  for  .15,000 
to  20,000  pairs  of  corsets  per  year,  whilst 
another  one,  not  forty  miles  from  Man- 
chester, only  spent  £3  in  six  months  with 
them. 

The  Buckfastleigh  mills  led  Air.  Forber 
(Bolton)  to  ask  if  it  was  not  a fact  that 
they  had  paid  too  much  for  that  property. 

Another  delegate  asked  was  there  a man 
on  the  platform  that  had  any  practical 
knowledge  of  the  management  of  woollen 
mills. 

“ No,”  said  Air.  Wilkins.  He  knew 
nothing  of  the  practical  management  of 
woollen  mills.  The  directors  were  not 
put  there  for  that  purpose,  but  to  formu- 
late a policy  and  pay  proper  men  to  do 
the  work.  (Hear,  hear.)  Buckfastleigh 
was  the  most  complete  of  mills,  taking 
wool  in  and  turning  it  out  cloth  complete 
and  dyed,  whilst  a fell  mongery  works  was 
attached.  Before  buying  that  mill  they 
had  in  consultation  the  whole  of  the  indi- 
viduals connected  with  the  management. 
All  they  needed  was  a return  to  normal 
conditions.  Buckfastleigh  was  turning  out 
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THE  OPEN  DOOR. 

FREE  ROAD  TO  THE  SECONDARY 
SCHOOL  NEEDED. 

EDUCATIONISTS  IN 

CONFERENCE. 

It  was  encouraging  to  the  committee  of 
the  Southern  Co-operative  Educational  Asso- 
ciation to  find  a numerous  attendance  of  dele- 
gates at  a conference  held  in  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Hall,  London,  on  Saturday,  when  the 
subject  of  secondary  schools  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  G.  S.  M.  Ellis,  M.A.,  who  was  secretary  to 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  Labour 
movement  to  deal  with  this  question. 

Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (president),  at  the  opening, 
apologised  for  the  absence  of  M.  Youssef  Bey 
who  had  been  announced  to  speak  on  co- 
operation in  Egypt.  They  had  also  had 
another  disappointment  in  the  inability  of 
Sir  Arthur  Dyke  Acland  to  attend  the  con- 
ference. -Sir  Arthur  was  seventy-five  on 
Friday,  and  he  proposed  that  they  should 
send  him  their  heartiest  greetings,  and  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  they  would  have  him 
with  them  on  some  future  occasion. 

This  proposal  was  agreed  to,  as  was  the 
suggestion  that  a message  of  good  wishes 
should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Tawney  in  his  iilness. 

Mr.  Tawney's  Book. 

Mr.  G.  S.  M.  Ellis,  in  the  course  of  an  able 
address,  said  he  thought* they  would  all  agree 
when  the  vital  national  interests  were  attacked 
in  an  economic  campaign  the  proper  tactics 
to  adopt  were  to  threaten  the  other  people 
with  a counter  offensive.  Education,  that 
very  vital  interest,  was  seriously  threatened 
by  a wild  cutting  down  of  expenses,  with  a 
disastrous  effect  all  over  the  country.  Educa- 
tional reformers  were  preparing  schemes  and 
programmes  for  defence  and  development, 
which  would  be  put  into  operation  as  soon  as 
the  opportunity  arose.  An  indication  of  this 
was  the  publication  of  Mr.  Tawney’s  book, 
demanding  secondary  education  as  a normal 
thing  for-all  children. 

Universal  secondary  education  could  not 
be  introduced  in  a day,  but  in  a day  they  could 
make  two  fundamental  changes  which  were 
absolutely  necessary  if  the  new  system  was 
to  be  inaugurated.  The  first  of  these  changes 
•wa^  that  secondary  education  should  be  made 
entirely  free,  and  that  henceforth  admission 
to  a secondary  school  should  depend  on  ability 
alone.  Those  children  of  poor  parents  who 
had  by  their  ability  secured  admission  to  a 
secondary  school  must  be  suitably  maintained. 
The  aim  of  these  provisions  was  that  before 
they  proceeded  to  extend  the  system  they 
should  destroy  the  class  differences  and  class 
bias  which  now  distinguished  it.  The  cost  of 
abolishing  fees  in  the  secondary  schools  was 
estimated  by  Mr.  Tawney  at  £2,000,000  a year. 
The  destruction  of  class  distinction  would  be 
cheap  at  a preliminary  cost  of  £2,000,000. 

Elementary  Schools  To  Go. 

Mr.  Ellis, urged  the  abolition  of  the  elemen- 
tary school,  and  in  its  place  l^'ioulcl  be  sub- 
stituted the  primary  school,  so  beautiful  and 
so  well  equipped  that  no  one  would  be  ashamed 
to  send  their  children  there,  and  leading  up 
by  well-organised  stages  to  the  completed 
secondary  system  of  the  future.  If  the  schools 
were  pallid  imitations  of  the  public  schools 
they  would  be  useless  and  more  than  useless. 
They  wanted  to  end  this  machine-like  manu- 
facture of  teachers  and  clerks.  They  hoped 
that  the  arts  and  crafts  would  flourish  in 
them,  that  the  treasure  house  of  English 
literature  would  be  open  there,  and  that  no 
boy  or  girl  would  leave  them  without  knowing 
something  about  the  marvellous  achievements 
of  science,  the  history  of  the  race,  and  the 
position  of  man  in  the  universe.  In  con- 
clusion, Mr.  Ellis  said : “ The  philosophy 

which  will  inspire  the  new  secondary  schools 
is  the  philosophy  we  call  co-operation.” 

Mr.  Alexander's  Advice. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  ''(secretary,  Parlia- 
mentary Committee)  said  he  had  been  speaking 
at  educational  conferences  year^-in  and  year 
out,  and  they  did  not  seem  to  get  any  further. 
He  wanted  to  see  numerous  meetings  held  in 
favour  of  the  proposals  outlined  by  Mi'.  Tawney 
and  Mr.  Ellis.  He  urged  them  to  go  away 
from  that  gathering  and  on  questions  of  social 
reform  not  to  be  stampeded  by  the  tactics  of 
1918,  or  by  the  kind  of  things  spoken  on 
Friday  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  that  after- 
noon by  the  Prime  Minister ; but  that  they 
Would  put  their  own  representatives  id  Par- 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Octojieii  21,  ic,2, , 


ROUND  THE  FESTIVE  BOARD. 

DISTINGUISHED  COMPANY  AT  THE  C.P.S.  ANNUAL  DINNER. 
L CRITICAL  PERIOD  FOR  TRADE  UNIONS. 

BY  OUR  LONDON  REPRESENTATIVE. 


There  was  once  again  a fusion  of  demo- 
cratic forces  around  the  festive  board  at  tbe 
annual  dinner  of  the  employees  at  the  London 
branch  of  the  Co-operative  Printing  Society, 
which  took  place  at  the  King’s  Hall,  Holborn 
Restaurant,  on  Saturday  evening.  There 
were  present  Government  officials,  Labour 
Members,  and  candidates,  officials  of  the  lead- 
ing trade  unions  of  the  country,  and  prominent 
co-operators  in  the  Metropolitan  area.  True 
to  past  traditions  the'  gathering  was  of  a 
higlily  successful  character,  os  a result  of  the 
admirable  arrangements  made  by  Messrs. 
C.  Tyler  and  G.  Francis  (the  stewards).  The 
souvenir  programme  was  a work  of  art,  de- 
signed and  executed  in  the  Society’s  well- 
known  excellence  of  style. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler,  J.P.  (the  popular  manager), 
presided,  and  was  supported  by  Mi's.  Tyler, 
Messrs.  G.  N.  Barnes,  M.P.,  J.  H.  Thomas, 
M.P.,  R.  Bell,  J.P.,  Isaac  Mitchell,  and  Frank 
Hodges,  J.P.  (members  of  the  London  board) ; 
Messrs.  W.  Stansfield  (chairman),  C.  Griffiths, 
and  S.  Hirst  (members  of  the  Manchester 
board) ; Sir  VVm.  Mackenzie,  Sir  Joseph 
Davies,  Messrs.  Pomeroy  Burton  (a  director 
of  the  “ Daily  Mail),  R.  Hibberd  (secretary 
to  the  Southern  Section),  and  many  men  whose 
names  are  household  words  in  the  trade  union 
and  Labour  world.  At  the  opening,  Mis. 
Tyler  was  presented  with'  a handsome  bouquet 
by  the  employees. 

The  Chief  Toast. 

The  Chairman,  in  giving  the  toast  of  “ The 
Firm  and  Directors,”  6aid  the  Society,  to  use 
a sporting  phrase,  had  nearly  reached  the 
stage  when  it  might  be  termed  the  “ old  firm.” 
(Applause.)  Fifty-three  years  ago  in  Man- 
chester a handful  of  co-operators  and  trade 
unionists  embarked  upon  the  bold  venture  of 
starting  a co-operative  printing  society.  At 
that  time  neither  co-operation  nor  trade 
unionism  was  very  fashionable.  They,  like 
the  rest  oftlie  pioneers,  year  by  year  had  some 
very  anxious  and  strenuous  times.  The 
position  they  now  held  in  the  trade  union  and 
co-operative  productive  side  of  the  movement 
was  one  that  made  them  look  with  the  greatest 
respect  on  those  veterans  who  did  the  Trojan 
work  which  made  the  later  success  possible. 
(Applause.) 

The  Pension  Fund. 

Mr.  Stansfield,  whose  name  was  coupled 
with  the  toast,  stated  that  it  had  been  his 
pleasure  to  be  associated  with  the  Society  for 
twenty-five  years.  He  described  the  work 
of  the  thrift  and  benevolent  fund,  and  ex- 
plained that  in  1919  a pension  fund  was  estab- 
lished. This  was  the  most  generous  pension 
fund  which  existed  in  any  productive  place, 
whether  a private  or  public  printing  produc- 
tive works.  It  was  a non-contributory  fund, 
and  there  was  no  condition  except  years  of 
service. 

In  a Humorous  Vein. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas,  M.P.,  also  replied.  On 
behalf  of  the  London  directors  he  thanked 
the  employees  for  their  hospitality  as  well  as 
their  wisdom.  Their  hospitality  was  appre- 
ciated and  their  wisdom  was  beyond  question. 
When  they  remembered  that  the  employees 
might  have  a wage  application  shortly  before 
the  directors  could  anything  be  said  more  in 
their  favour  than  the  fact  that  they  had 
squared  the  board  by  inviting  them  to  dinner. 
(Laughter.)  It  was  generally  assumed  that 
the  world  was  looking  on  Manchester  at  this 
moment.  What  Manchester  might  do  to-day 
in  defending  the  sins  of  the  past 

they  recognised  that  the  Government  of 

the  future  was  in  that  room  at  the  present 

moment.  (Applause.) 
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liament  to  do  that  which  they  required  for 
themselves.  (Applause.) 

In  the  discussion  there  was  a general  agree- 
ment as  to  the  necessity  for  improving  and 
developing  the  present  dystem  of  secondary 
education.  Amongst  those  taking  part  were 
Mre.  Elliott  (London),  Mrs.  Bennett 
(Charlton),  and  delegates  from  PJumstead, 
Reading,  South  Suburban  Society,  Edmonton, 
Cambridge,  Southall,  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Mundy 
(of  the  Co-operative  Copartnership  Propa- 
ganda Committee). 


Co-operation  in  London. 

The  Chairman,  who  proposed  “The 
Visitors,”  said  the  Society’s  thanks  were  due 
to  the  co-operative  societies  and  trade  unions 
who  had  entrusted  them  with  their  orders. 
He  remembered  tliirty-three  years  ago,  when 
he  entered  the  Society’s  service,  I <ondon  was 
termed  a “ co-operative  desert.”  To-day 
London  was  the  proud  possessor  of  two  of 
the  largest  co-operative  societies  in  the  country, 
in  the  Royal  Arsenal  and  the  London  Society, 
surrounded  in  the  .far  distant  suburbs  with 
co-operative  stores.  (Applause.)  The  trade 
unions  were  going  through  a critical  period, 
and  the  Co-operative  Printing  Society  naturally 
felt  the  reflex.  He  had  that  morning  seen 
a proof  of  the  balance  sheet  for  the  half-year 
ended  in  September,  and  all  things  con- 
sidered, there  \vas  not  much  to  be  ashamed 
of,  thanks  to  the  support  which  had  been 
received.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  then  presented  to  Mrs.  Alcock, 
on  behalf  of  the  employees,  a superbly  calf- 
bound  volume  of  her  husband’s  work,  “ Fifty 
Years  of  Railway  Trade  Unionism.”  The  gift 
was  a meritorious  example  of  the  high-class 
work  executed  at  Tudor-street. 

An  Old  Idea  Revived. 

Mr.  Harry  Gosling,  J.P.  (president  of  the 
Transport  and  General  Workers’  Union),  in 
acknowledgment,  advocated  the  establishment 
in  London  of  a central  building  which  would 
servo  as  the  headquarters  of  the  co-operative, 
trade  union,  and  Labour  movements.  This 
was  a matter  in  which  they  needed  the  aid 
of  the  co-operative  movement.  He  con- 
sidered that  it  would  be  a sound  business 
proposition.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (secretary  to  the  Southern 
Sectional  Board),  whose  name  was  also  coupled 
with  ihe  toast,  expressed  his  pleasure  at  being 
associated  with  the  trade  union  representa- 
tives. It  was  the  aim  of  those  with  whom  he 
worked  to  create  the  idea  of  social  service,  not 
being  content  to  create  great  businesses.  In 
the  past  there  had  been  too  much  self-com- 
placency in  the  co-operative,  Labour,  and  trade 
union  movements.  He  was  proud  to  be  pre- 
sent to  express  appreciation  of  the  good  work 
carried  on  by  the  Co-operative  Printing  Society. 
There  were  several  co-operative  printing 
societies  in  the  movement,  but  the  one 
honoured  that  night  was  the  oldest,  and  it 
was  appreciated  for  its  pioneer  work.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr.  Geo.  Hicks  (General  Union  of  Building 
Trade  Workers)  added  his  acknowledgments. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Williams,  J.P.  (the  new  chairman 
of  the  General  Council  of  the  Trade  Unions 
Congress),  invested  his  speech  in  proposing 
“The  Chairman”  with  genial  humour,  and 
as  a musician  struck  the  right  cord.  He  paid 
a tribute  to  Mr.  Tyler’s  “ human  and  most 
lovable  character.”  Mr.  Tyler  had  the  united 
respect  and  love  of  all  those  who  had  the 
honour  of  his  acquaintance.  (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  made  an  apt  and  cheery 
response^  and  then  gave  " The  Stewards,” 
whose  services  had  produced  so  satisfactory  a 
result. 
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the  co-operative  movement.  So  he  was  glad 
as  their  representative  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  do  his  duty  by  taking  an 
interest  in  such  a progressive  movement.  It 
was  not  merely  duty  alone  that  marked  his 
ready  acceptance  of  their  invitation.  Ho 
had  followed  the  progress  of  this  movement 
and  rejoiced  in  its  success-  gigantic  success 
on  the  one  side,  though  not  so  great  on  the 
other.  It  was  the  distributive  side  that 
had  been  such  a success.  He  rejoiced  at 
that  for  two  reasons,  one  being  that  the 
movement  converted  four-and-n-holf  million 
people  into  capitalists,  and  the  other  that 
by  its  method  of  conducting  business  it  had 
introduced  four-nnd-n-half  million  citizens 
into  the  intricacies  of  trade; 

Modern  business  called  for  brains.  The 
co-operative  movement-,  like  any  other  big 
business,  should  realise  this  to  the  full. 

- Mr.  W.  King  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks, 
which  was  heartily  adopted. 

A tour  of  the  stalls  proved  both  interest- 
ing and  instructive.  It  was  noticeable  that 
not  only  were  many  prominent  citizens 
present,  hut  (several  members  of  the 
University.  The  various  articles  were 
shown  to,the  best  advantage,  and  tempted 
many  buyers. 

The  Oxford  Military  Band  played  a suit- 
able t>Vogrnmme  of  lively  music'.  1 


OXFORD  MARCHES 

ONWARD. 

DUKE  OF  MARLBOROUGH  OPFv, 
JUBILEE  EXHIBITION.  “ 


DEFENCE  OF  THE 


_ movement 

. No  event  in  co-operative  circles  in  Oxf  , 
lias  created  more  interest  than  tho  ; 
celebration  last  week.  This  took  Uii’f 
of  an  exhibition  of  C.W.S.  products  L lr' 
the  Town  Hall,  Oxford’s  most  U**  111 
building.  The  exhibits  include 
wests,  clothing  of  all  kinds,  .n.iLc'i-inl  m.'-’ 
t tbe  C.W.S.  factory  at  JSuckfasti,' '.‘f 
(Devon),  furniture,  bottled  fruit,  nii.j  'J; 
of  all  varieties — a model  of  the  Eddying 
Lighthouse  was'  cleverly  carried  out  ui  ^ 
Soap  milling,  cigarette  making,  !Uid  t-irar||"j 
upping  were  other  features,  aiul  tiie  u,jj|. 
ing  and  wrapping  proved  to  he  very  pcpfilff 
features.  Large  crowds  visited  the  exiiibi- 
tion  each  day. 

There  waa  a very  distinguished  gathering 
for  the  opening  ceremony  on  Wednesday 
October  11th,  including  the  Duke  of  .\|J|1 
borough  and  the  Member  foe  Oxfcid  C'ltv 
Mr.  J.  A.  R.  Marriott. 


Open  To  All  Classes. 

Mr.  E.  King  (president  of  the  society)  pre- 
sided, and  said  he  was  proud  to  be  present 
at  the  jubilee.  When  the  old  system 
of  shopping  was  revised  many  years  ago  the 
conditions  existing  were  totally  different  tu 
flume  of  to-day.  To-dcyy  tliere  was  distress. 
In  those  days  there  was  .'till  greater  dis- 
tress and  oppression  which  the  society  was 
devised  to  relieve.  There  was  far  in  re  for 
them  to  do  than  they  had  yet  iictoinplUlRil. 
Some  people  imagined  the  society  was  lor 
working  classes  alone,  hut  they  all 

classes  to  come  in.  The  industrial  side  uf 
their  work  must  be  (lev doped.  In  Ans- 

tralia.  Canada,  and  America  they  had  depot? 
to  collect  raw  materials. 

.Mrs.  Gnsson  speaking  on  unoinphyrueut, 
raid  the  remedy  was  largely  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  themrelves — when  they  had 
control.  What  were  the  conditions. in  the 
factories  to-day?  Most  of  them  would  reply 
that  they  did  not  know.  The  conditions  in 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  fac- 
tories they  could,  however,  d>  scorer  for 
themselves — they  were  their  own  factories. 
It  was  better  that  they  should  work  together 
all  over  the  country  and  that  the  work 
should  be  done  by  all  on  the  same  level.  She 
appealed  to  all  classes  to  come  into  thq 
movement  and  to, see  that  the  Divine  mm- 
mand  was  carried  out,  “ Do  unto  others  nl 
you  would  be'  done  unto  yourselves.” 


The  Duke’s  Speech. 


The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  declaring 
the  exhibition  open,  said  that  t he  member- 
ship of  the  Oxford  Society  was  11.000,  and 
the  capital  amounted  to  £140,000.  The  total 
trade  in  the  fifty  years  had  been  live  million 
pounds.  All  of  the  members  had  had  divi- 
dends of  50  per  cent.,  and  there  was  besides 
a good  sum  of  money  at  the  bank  in  the  name 
of  the  society.  He  would  very  much  'ike  to 
bo  a director  of  the  society — with  a WS® 
salary.  (Laughter.)  The  work  cf  the 
society  certainly  showed  immense  credit  to 
those  men  of  vision  who  had  originated  rnd 
devised  it,  just  as  great  credit  w:u  reftede‘1 
upon  their  chairman  and  all  those  who  had 
worked  with  him. 

Proceeding,  he  said  he  had  known  AR- 
King  many  years.  Some  years  aeo  Mr 
King  came  to  him  and  asked  that  the  society 
might  open  a branch  at  Woodstock,  to  wJUW 
lie  agreed.  He  met  with  a groat  deal  o 
opposition  and  was  subjected  to  sevc 
criticism. 


There  seemed  to  be  2 feeling  among 
tradesmen  that  the  movement  was  “ 
attack  upon  them,  but  t-’iat  ho  absolute  y 
denied.  (Applause.) 

Tbe  co-operative  movement  might  dest^ 
the  bad  tradesman,  but  tliere  was  niy. 
loom  for  tbe  good  tradesman.  'I  be  " 
idea  c>f  the  co-operative  movement  was  c , 
petition  among  fellow  tradesmen.  |‘v •! „ 
in  mind  the  point  of  view  of  the  "oi  ” 
classes.  especially  the  ngriculturd  laho'>  ^ 
to  whom  lie  had  personally  paid 
year  in  wages.  He  wanted  them  to  b0  ^ 
to  buy  good  commodities  with  the  n,n 
they  received.  The  Government  was  n* 
ing  them  to  retrench.  Prices  and  ' ,r  . 
were  falling,  but  there  was  a .feeling  1 
though  the  wages  fell,  prices  did  noy  <TS. 
the  same  degree.  Some  said  the  wage 
tem  depended  upon  the  cost  of  I'vnifS,  (||(, 
that  the  cost  of  grods  depended  ' y g 
wages  received.  He  only  hoixed  the  ■ . 
•would  be  tbe  pioneers  in  getting  coninw 
down  to  ns  low  a level  ns  possible.  ^ 
Could  anyone  explain  why  the 
bread  in  Oxfordshire  was  9d.  a ' . aS 

yet  the  farmers  were  selling  w 
cheaply  as  before  the  war? 

Their  own  society,  lie  lielievecl.  's$ibjf 
bread  at  9d.  He  hoped  it  would  ^jon 
to  bring  down  this  commodity  m J’  mtivo 
tc  the  cost  of  living.  The  <0-0,^ 
icieties  must  set  the  example. 


M.P.'s  Belief  in  co-opara*'' m 

In  proposing  a vote  of  thanks  >>  ^njJ 
the  Member  for  Oxford,  Mr.  - ‘ )I(erjtiy° 

lie  lnul  .1  Ifcet  belief,";. *>£  £ 

movement.  He  also  lvliy'cd  tjiere  u" 
tion,  and  lie  was  confident  t ■ ,,  nfl  f.i 


LIUli,  lllltl  IICJ  l»  HA  ' wl  . 

room  for  ihe  g od  tradesman  ns 
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Chapter  VIII 


JF  oldrovd  had  been  politically  ambitious 
» ;s  sflfe  to  assume  that  sooner  or  later  he 
Lid  have  become  a . member  of  the  Cabinet, 
ijadditioii  to  having  wrested  a safe  seat 
from  the  enemy,  he  had  brains  and  money 
vorv  effective  debating  manner.  The 
Possibility”  did  not  attract  him.  It  would 
LL  him  into  conflict  with  lesser  men  who 
hd ’nothing  else  to  look  to,  and  who  spent 
|jie  whole  cf  their  time  intriguing  for 
position 

His  party,  now  in  power,  meant  to  retain 
(-  position  as  long  as  possible.  That  could 
Lone  only  by  organising  and  controlling 
he  forces  which  had  swept  it  forward, 
ionev  was  wanted  in  large-  quantities  for 
ufh  it  task,  and  those  known  to  possess  it 
fre  soon  made  aware  of  the  necessity. 
Oldrovd.  silerit  and  watchful.  received 
ints  anti  ignonjH  them.  Then  a prominent 
d diplomatic  member  gave  him  to  under- 
and that  his  attitude  was  disappointing, 
he  wanted  the  party’s  support,  he  must 
re  to  its  funds.  Oldroyd  put  his  foot 
rough  the  screen,  of  words  with  charac- 
ristic  directness. 

“At  my  own  expense."  he  said.  " I won 
seat  that  locked  hopeless.  I vote  as 
reeled.  What  vcu  suggest  is  that  I 
d the  sinews  of  war  for  others.  ‘Why?" 
The  .party  ambassador  gave  reasons, 
jotv  of  them,  but  Oldroyd  brushed  them 
idc. 

‘«Wlmt  1 have  spent,"  he  remarked.  “ lias 
given  me  one  tangible  result.  One  only.  I 
un  a Member  of  Parliament.  It  is  more 
nlnable  to  the  party  than  to  me.  If  you 
rint  mere  money,  what  do  I get  for  it?" 

He  was  assured  that- the  party  would  not 
forget  valuable  service.  At  the  right  tim.e 
»nd  in  the  right  way,  the  reward  would 
appear.  Of  course,  there  could  be  no  bar- 
31ns  It  was  a delicate  matter,  and  bail  to 
^handled  carefully. 

'‘Then  there  won’t  be  ‘ a •bargain,' - 
Oldpovd  answered.  “I  possess  money,  but 
Ptf  not  destitute  of  sense.  Those  who  NVorit 
fte  first1  had  'better  retflieVnber  tbe^eceft'd1} 
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Uqn’t  deal  in  shadows.  Neither  do  I want 
aa official  position.".  ~ 

jQjlier-  persons-  approached  him,  talking 
round  the  subject  and  dropping  bints  which 
more  and  more  tangible  until  at  last 
had  the  “ understanding  ’’  lie  wanted, 
sn-d  scut  a < heque  to  the  party  funds  that 
•Methe  wirepullers  store.  The  effect  soon 
began  to  show  itself.  He  was  selected  to 
rapport  a Government  measure  aiul  made  an 
.excellent  speech.  The  press  bc-oined  it,  de-r 
Wng  that  such  marked  ability  . was 
uestmed  to  carry  him  far,  and  took  every 
Opportunity  of.  keeping  his  name  before  the 
public.  - 

Later  he -found  himself-,  pushed  into  the 
|®cial  stream  that  eddies  round  .political. 
:lle-  Dinners,  re  options,  dances,  and  6 thee 
lunction;.  for  which  he  cared  little,  made 
|oiisuIer:iBlc?  .demands  upon,  his  lime,  also 
Jjf^bis  astuteness,  for  lie  was  in  an  atm/  s- 
Were  breathed  bv  matrons  with  nja rri-.ige- 
Me  daughters,  purchasable  by  the  highest 
■<Jaers.  He  felt  like  a terrier  in  a lien  run. 
In  the  midst  of  these  caflitencling  and 
jMfnif'g'  atoms  lie  met  people  of  all 
without  being  greatly  impressed. 
Ilm  . "'r<?  111  ini  liar  surroundings,  and  had 

teLVn111"  " ,'vbieh  'set  therrr  at  case,  but 
'th  the  • veneer  lie  saw  nothing  t imt 
,.V  f them  superior,  though  lie  discovered  a 
• T.  ”l‘:|L  r-f  petty  jealousy  and.  envy. 


&!'>  one  night  at  a ball,  be.  saw  Miss 
3rrn-  f'  ^oatll,g  round  the  room  in  the 
dan  i°‘  :i  mnn  unknown  to  him.  They 
IU-  Pcrfectl v,  smiling  and  talking  as  if 
tel  V’ere  walking.  .Oldroyd  watched  then) 
(It,  eyes,  oblivious  to  everything 

be  heard  a voice  sppnkiug  in  lew 

^ Jiist  behind  him.  . - 
;no,'at’-s.  Sir.  Francis  Olle.rshaw’s 
St^H  - 11  Snid’  “'Linoing  with  I.ord 
tiauL’  , ' s :'s  poor  as  a crow  and  has  no 
of  w • though  he  riiight  come  into  a heap 
iaa.” lev  "Lon  his  uncle  dies.  She  must 
bit  1,  V,0,:c‘>'-  Ml,t  prospect  s-^o  they  say, 
btely?,8  6011  s^Liking  very  close  -to  her 

Hnu',Vd  "n!Led  away  glowering.  He  had 
be  4-  41  f '"formed  of  what  whs  hnppen- 
Lint  I v L'nhl.v,  and  this  was-  the  first 
bad  -n  f had  'eceiwd  that  Miss  Ollershaw 


ioe  4a  u "iformed  of  what  was  hnppen- 
Lint  1 T family,  and  this  was-  the  first 
bad  -n  V,ad  rec«iv»d  that  Miss  Ollershaw 
Caotni.  :tiour<!d  suitor.  Since  the  exit  of 
tot  “’inter ton  she  seemed  to  have  kept 

tontinu  8?cl°ty,  and  lie  hoped  she  would 
>1'  teal'  1 ™ 80  until  his  present  scheme 
bailwl  i ‘ Ah  he  moved  away,  the  music 
in  a * if,  j Weuce,  and  he  found  himself 
Anion.,  CouPl©s  returning  to  their  seats. 
an<l  L k was  Mias  Olfershaw,  with  her 
t»lk,  i.Appl  Partner’s  arm,  listening  to  his 
* bps  parted  in,  ft.  smile. 


The  sight  of  Oldroyd  standing  there  look- 
ing at  lier  intently  brought  a startled 
expression  to- her  face,  which  vanished  as 
she  bowed  to  him  and  passed  on.  tie  fol? 
lowed  slowly  till  she  reached  the  spot  where 
her  mother  sat.  A few  yards  away  her 
father  was  standing  talking  to  a member 
of  the  Cabinet.  Lord  Kippit,  after  conduct- 
ing his  partner  to  her  sent,  joined  them. 

Oldrovd  did  not  hesitate.  At  that 
moment  he  would  have  walked  into  a batch 
of  mdnnrchs  had  it  been  necessary.  The 
member  of  the  Cabinet  saw  him  first,  and 
nodded  as  if  expecting  him  to  pass;  but  he 
stopped  and  held  out  his  hand.  It  was 
taken  promptly.  The  Minister  was  a man 
of  the  world,  and  not  embarrassed  by 
trifles. 

"How  are  you,  Olclroyd?"  he  said. 
“ You  know  Sir  Francis  Ollershaw,  of 
course?” 

" Yes,"  Oldroyd  answered.  “ I liuve  the 
honour  to  represent  him — misrepresent  him, 
perhaps — in  the  House  of  Commons." 

Sir  Francis  bowed  stiffly ; then  stood  very 
erect,  and  gazed  over  OldroydS  head  into 
space.  Lord  Kippit  bowed,  too,  and  re- 
mained silent.  He  was  a well-built,  hand- 
some man,  with  a languid  air.  and  looked 
at  the  world  from  beneath  drooping  lids. 

"So  they’ve  dragged  you  into  the  vortex 
of  social  dissipation,  have  they?"  the 
Minister  remarked,  turning  to  Oldroyd. 

"Not  quite1  that,"  he  answered.  " I am 
a spectator.  I only  stopped,  Sir  Francis,  to 
ask  whether  you  will  be  at  Moorwood  Hall 
within  the  next  fortnight.  I want  to  see 
you  about  a small  matter,  if  you  will  oblige 
me." 

The  baronet  came  down  from  space  with  a 
distinct  air  of  reluctance. 

" I shall  be  at  home' on  Monday,"  he  said, 
coldly.  "But  I have  a good  many  things 
to  attend  to  when  I arrive." 

Oldroyd's  under  lip  twitched,  a sure  sign 
of  suppressed  anger  in  him. 

" 1 am  a busy  man  myself,'1  he  Remarked 
smoothly.  - " Monday  is  an  awkward  day. 
May  I suggest  Tuesday?" 

"I  cannot  ;?ay  at  Jjjiis  .moment  Jtyow  .1 
Snail  be  situated  oil  Tuesday,’  Sir  Francis 
replied  stiffly. 

"Then  I won’t  trouble  you,"  Oldroyd 
said.  - " Good-night,  gentlemen,"  and  with 
a nod  lie  turned  on  his  beef  and  walked 
away,,  apparently  unmoved  by  the  snub. 

" Doesn’t  know  how  lie’ll  be  situated,' 
doesn’t  lie?”  thought  Oldroyd.  . " Well, 

I'll  show  him  where  he  is,  the  insolent  fool. 
He  shall  come  to  me  and  have  some  of  the 
stiffening  taken  out  of  him:’3  He  threaded' 
his  way  towards  theexit,  intending  to  leave, 
when  .-lie  saw  Miss  Ollershaw  coming  to- 
wards him  with  a slim,  nervous-looking 
youth  who.  was  grinning’ ecstatically.' 

Oldroyd  at  once  changed  li'is  mind'  arid 
stepped  up  to  >her. 

"Pardon  me,  Miss  Ollershaw,"  he  said. 
" Can  you  spare  me  a minute?" 

She  looked  surprised,  then  said  : " Cer- 
tainly, Mr.  Oldroyd.  -What- is  it  you  want?" 

The  weedy  youth  backed  away,  his  grin 
turning  to  a scowl. 

" I have  just  seen  your  father,”  said  Old- 
royd. " 1 want  to  see  him  privately,  but 
he  declined.” 

" Oh  !”  she  replied.  " You  do  not,  of 
course,  expect  me  to  discuss  that ?” 

" No,”  he  said,  glancing  round  to  make 
sure  that  no  one  was  within  hearing.  " I 
do  not.  But  there  is  something  you  ought 
to  know.  Your  father— and,  indeed,  all 
your  family — are  walking  on  the  edge  of  a 
precipice.  I want  to  see  you  alone,  where  I 
can  explain.” 

" Meet  you  to  discuss  liiy  father’s  affairs 
behind  his  back?”  she  said.  " Certainly 
not ! ” 

" Leave  him  out  of  it,"  Oldroyd  persisted. 
" It  affeefrS  you,  I once  stopped  a horse 
that  was  bolting  with  you.  You  are  in 
greater  danger  now,  and  I wish  to  save  you 
again.  I can  convince  you  of  that.  What  I 
risk  is  in  your  own  interest." 

She  looked  at  him  steadily,  then  gave  her 
brow  an  upward  tilt.  " Very  welh"  she 
said.  I shall  be  alone  on  Friday  at  three. 
Will  that  do'?" 

" Yes,"  he  answered.  “ It  will  suit  me 
exactly.  Thank  you.  Miss  Ollershaw,  arid 
good-night.”  . 

As  he  bowed, and  stepped  back,  her  eserift 
sidled  up  again,  and  she  tick  his-  arip. 
looking  a trifle  puzzled  and  feeling  more  so. 
She  understood  her  father’s  attitude.  To  him 
Oldroyd  was  a plebeian  interloper  of  the 
most  objectionable  type.  "She  did  not  agree 
with  that  opinion.  He  Was  a man  of  parts. 
He  had  done  things,  including  the  stopping 
of  her  horse  at  considerable  risk  to  himself. 
Also  he  admired  Her,- there  was  no  mistaking 
that,  and  it  counts  with  women. 

That  he  knew,  something,  or  thought  he 
did,  she  felt  certain.  It  made  her  uneasy, 
and  she  passed  the  next  two  days  with  weil- 
ludden  impatience.  To  see  him  alone  was 
quite  easy,  for  she  had  chosen  a time  when 
her  parents  were  fulfilling  an  engagement 
several  miles  awaj\  _ Punctually  at  three 
the  bell  rang,  and  n liveried  footman,  whose 
pose  suggested  that  Ills  bnykbone  was 
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WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 


[To  the  Editor,  " Co-operative  News.”] 


Co-operation  in  Georgia. 

Sir, — Doubtless  many  readers  beside  my- 
self have  read  Mr.  May’s  two  articles  on  the 
recent  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance 
with  interest  and  profit.  It  would,  how- 
ever, be  helpful  if  Mr.  May,  who  referred 
in  one  issue  to  M.  Victor  Serwy’s  report  on 
the  co-operative  movement  in  Georgia, 
would  explain- exactly  -what;  is- happening  to 
co-operation  in  that  country.  Although 
there  seems  to  be  ri  serious  conflict  of  testi- 
mony, it  appears  that  the  Soviet  Govern-, 
incut  is,  in  fact,  suppressing  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  in  Georgia  in  much  the  same 
way  as  the  Bolsheviks  attempted  to  destroy 
the  i-6-qp  era  live  movement  in  Russia.  If 
this  is  so,  surely  the  International  Co-dpera- 
tive  Alliance  should  take  appropriate  action 
in  defence  of  the  rights  of  Georgian 
co-operators. — Yours  faithfully, 

Lawrence  Graham. 

Manchester,  October  16th,  1922. 

[A  fairly  extensive  summary  of  M.  Serwy’s 
report  on  Georgia  appeared  in  our  issue 
of  August  19th.  The  report  was  sub- 
mitted at  the  recent  I.C.A.  meeting  at 
Essen,  when  M.  Kissin,  on  behalf  of  the 
Russian  delegation,  promised  a con- 
sidered reply  in  a few  weeks.  We  pre- 
sume the  action  of  the  I.C.A.  will  lie 
determined  hv  that  replv. — Ed., 

" C.N."] 

C.W.S.  and  Wages. 

Sin,— 111  your  current  issue  you  report 
the  nnswer  of  Mr.  Joluis,  the  chairman  of 
the  London  quarterly  meeting,  to  a ques- 
tion by  Mr.  Barnes  (London),  in  which  Mr. 
Johns  stated- that  the  N.U.D.A.W.,  having 
refused  a reduction  - of  wages  to  10  per 
cent,  above  trade  board  rates,  " the  only 
thing  the  board  could  do  was  to  give  notice 
to  tue  employees  that  at  a certain  time 
theft-  engagements  would  terminate  with 
the  option  of  signing  an  agreement  agree- 
ing to  the  terms.”  " This  is:  how  the 
Wholesale  acted,”  the  chairman  concluded, 

" and  I hope  it  meets  with  your  approval.” 
(Applause.) 

I should  like  to.  ask  those  co-operative 
delegates  if  they  quite  realised  what  they 
were  applauding.  The  proposals  of  tlie 
board  Were  to  reduce  holiday  pay  'from 
twelve  days  to  six  days  per  year,  to  abolish 
payment  for.  sickness  altogether,  and  to 
reduce  wages  . to  10  per  cent,  above  the 
Siignr  Con fe’ctl briery  Trade  Borird  rates, 
although  ■ these  "fates  'do  not  apply  to  a 
h/rgevmimbcr  ■ Af  the!  workers  concerned; 
Even ' as  . regarjb,  employees  who  do  come 
under  these  rates,  the  big  firms  in  the 
country  "pay  co'n'siderably  higher  than  tlie 
trade  -bon rd  -rates  ns  the  board -well  know. 

Tt  was  misleading,  for  Mr.  Johns  to  state 
only  that  the  union  refused  to  accept  the 
reductions  proposed,  as  though  that  had 
closed ' the'  matter,  and  left  the  board 
without  alternatives.  The  union  offered 


arbitration  by  the  Joint  Committee  of 
Trade  Unionists  and  C'q-6perator.s,  which, 
in  defiance  of  tlie  constitution  signed  on 
behalf  ol  the  Co-operative  -Congress,  the 
C.W.S.  directors  refused. 

-The  method  of  reducing  the  wages  and 
conditions,  described  by  Mr.  Johns  as  " the 
only  tiring  the  board  could  do,”  was  one 
which  would  have  disgraced  an  employer 
who  had  never  made  any  pretension.-,  to 
observe  trade  union  conditions.  The  man- 
agement first  tackled  the, men  over  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  and:offered  to  them  that 
if  they  would  sign  a document  agreeing  to 
the  abrogation  of  sick  pny  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  holiday  pay,  their  wages  would  not 
be  reduced.  The  men  were  given  no  time 
to  communicate  with  their  union  officials, 
and  finally  they  signed  under  protest. 

Deprived  of  their  natural  leaders  in  the 
factory,  the  girls — many  of  them  little 
more  than  children,  were  next  tackled 
individually  by  the  manager.  They  were 
given  till  three  o’clock  to  sign,  the  alter- 
native being  dismissal. 

Did  the  applause  of  the  co-operative 
delegates  mean  that  they  realty  approved 
of  actions  like  these? 

If  <so,  they  are  embarking  on  a perilous 
voyage.  - The  unanimous  condemnation  by 
the  Trade  Unions  Congress  at  Southport  of 
recent  Co-operative-Labour  policy  is  a 
warning  that  is  reinforced  by  the  constant 
losses  that  the  C.W.S.  has  continually  to 
report.  Appeals  for  loyal  support-  from 
trade  unionists  come  strangely  from  meii 
who  can  (stoop  to  the  actions  we  have 
described. — Yours,  &e. , 

Ei.een  C.  Wilkinson, 

National  Organiser,  N'.TJ.D.A.W. 

October  17th. 

The  Appeal  of  the  Carnival. 

Sir, — We  have  just  oeen-  through  a 
week’s  carnival,  and  great  credit  is  due  to 
all  those  who  took  part  in  dressing  tlie  cars 
which 'enabled  them  to  take  second  prize  in 
the  tableaux  section.  The  work  of  decora- 
tion showed  the  spirit  of  co-operation  which 
is  needed  if  we  ore  going  to  make  progress 
on  co-operative  lines,  which  will  go  a long 
way  .to  solve  most  of  the  problems  we  are 
faced  with  to-day.  We  have  the  unemploy- 
ment question,  which,  urgently  needs 
settling;  and  I can  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  a'  carnival  week  to  bring 
this  problem  more  vividly  before  live  people. 
I am  certain  it  is  possible  fox,  the, rich  to 
forego  some  of  the  tilings  that  they  use.  It 
ik  not  neWssafj'  for  them"  to  have’ two  or 
three  houses  for  their  use,  or  to  piiy  £100 
for,  dresses  and  £30  for  hats  just  for  one 
day’s  pleasure  at  Ascot,  They  could  dis- 
pense with  firgt-cla-ss  carriages  on  railways, 
and  T fail  to  see  why  the  rich- should  have 
three  meals  a day  with  a six  or  seven-course 
dinner  thrown  in. — Yours  respectfully. 

A.  Edwards. 

20a,  Eagle-road,  Guildford,  Surrey, 


[Continued  from  previous  column,] 

frozen,  conducted  him  to  the  room  where 
she  was  waiting. 

“ Sir  ‘William  Oldroyd,”  he  announced. 

She  rose  with  a smile  that  was  on  tlie 
verge,  of  laughter.  " Excuse  the  .mistake, 
Mr.  Oldroyd,”  she  said,  as  the  door  closed. 
" He  must  lnlve  misunderstood  you.  Please 
sit  down.” 

" He  is. not  mistaken,"  Oldroyd  answered. 
' The.  list  _of_  Birthday  Honours  .was  pub- 
lished'this  morning,  and  I happen' to  lie  in 
it.  I am  no  longer  a pawn  on  the  chess 
board;  I am  a knight." 

" Vqu  ! " she  cried  in  amazement.  " I — I 
did  not  know,  of  course.  I congratulate' 
you.  You  must  be  ptoud  of  it.” 

" Nob  in  the  least,”  was  the  unexpected 
reply.  " It  is  supposed  to  be  a reward  for 
public  services;  but  I’m  under  no  illusions. 
I can  only  sa.v‘ that  mine  is  comparatively 
clean;  I bought  it." 

"Why,  if  you. think  nothing  of  it?”  she 
asked. 

"That  is  exactly  what  I'  have  come  to 
tell  you,"  lie  answered'.  "I  knew  it  was 
coining  when  I asked  for  this  appointment.” 

" I understand  that  you  came  to  warn  me 
of  some  dnngei;,”  «l,e  said. 

" That  is  so,"  lie  admitted.  " And  I am 
going  to  ask  you  to  let  me  tell  you  in  my 
own  \iay.  If  you  will  listen  without  inter- 
ruption it  will  help  me.  I’ve  thought  it  out 
and  decided  to  ‘be  perfectly  frank,  because 
I want  you  to  'understand  me." 

.She  loaned  back,  watching  him  closely-, 
but  did  not_auswer. 

"You  know,"  lie  continued,  ‘‘that  I have 
been' h' workman;  that  I went  to’Rdnsley  n 
poor- irian.  That  was  twelve  years  ago.  I 
started  with  one  ambition,  bo  get  rich.  It 
proved  easy,  much  easier  that  I expected. 
Things  came  my  way.  Then  I saw  you  for 
the  first,  time.  I will  not  try  Jo  explain  the 
effect  von  had  on  me.  You  were  a revela- 
tion, and  you  filled  me  with  a new  and 
stronger  desire.  1 wanted  you  for  my  wife. 
No— don’t  move — I ani  quite  sane.  I was 
then,  for  I saw  very  clearly  all  the  barriers 
that  stded  between  11s.  They  made  it  almost 
impossible  for  me  to  approach  you.  I told 
myself  that  it  would  he  easier  to  win  a 
throne  than  win  you.  1 wonder  if  you  can 
put  yourself  in  my  place  and  understand 
what  T suffered?" 

She  “gazed  at -him  in  silenoe.  Ili.s  voice 
had  become  vibrant  with  emotion,  his  face 
mpto  mobile,  and  there  was  a new;  light  in 
his  e.ybs. 

‘ <(  How*  long  that'  lasted  does  not  matter,” 
Oldroyd  continued,  " Get  gold,.  I said  to 


myself.  Push  to  the  front,  acquire  posi- 
tiou,  gain  honours,  climb  to -her  level.  She 
is  a.  woman,  show  her  that  you  are  a man. 
Do  you  understand  I no  longer  wanted 
riches  for  myself.'  I wanted  them  for  you, 
and  I won  them.  You  were  at  the  enj  of 
every  scheme,  behind  every  transaction;  I 
became  M.P.,  purchased  Stelfav  Towers,  now 
I have  a title,  and  I come  to  you,  .Miss  Ollef- 
shaw,  to  say  that  the  desire  which  prompted 
me  is  stronger -than  ever." 

She  took  a deep  breath,  gripping  the  arms 
of  her  clijiir.  -She  had  listened  spellbound 
to  an  amazing  story,  as  startling  in  its  way 
as;  those  told  by  knights  in  the  age  of 
chivalry,  as  holding  as  Othello's  tales  to 
Desdemoiia. 

" I a in' bewildered,”  she  said.  " I nerved 
inyself  to  meet  tonic  .dancer  you  spoke  about, 
and  , you- tell  me  this.  -You> — you  are  a sur- 
prising person,  Sir  William.  Did  you 
invent  that  danger  to  obtain  a hearing?" 

" No,"  he  answered.  " I die!  pot!  Yuu 
see,  I had  to  think  not  only  cf  you,  but  of 
those  who  nee -about  you,  possessed  of  in- 
fluence and  authority  in  your  affairs.  Your 
father  is  a preud  man,  filled  with  class  pre- 
judice. With  a free  hand  he' would  not  even 
consider  me.  He  thinks  himself  infinitely 
my’ superior.  I don’t.  What  is  more  I am 
in  a position  to.  convince  him  that  he  has 
linden  a ted  me.  There  will  be  no  t rouble  i:i 
that  direction.” 

'i  You  speak  very  positively, "-•she  said. 

i‘  From  positive  knowledge,"  he  answered. 
"Your  father  is  silting  on  a barrel  of  gun- 
powder to  which  1 can  apply  a matrii  at  any 
moment.  When  he  learns  that,  ho  will  riot 
attempt  to  coerce  youT  - You  will  forgive  me. 
I know.  The  rest  was  useless  unless  you 
were  free  to  choose." 

For  a long  time  she  sat  silent,  looking  at 
him  with  eyes  in  which  there  was  In>th 
curiosity  and  admiration.  " And  it  is  you 
who  bought  Stelfar  Towers.”  she  said  at 
last,  ‘i  You  do  things  very  thoroughly.  It 
is  older  than  Moorwood  Hall." 

" And  desolate  for  lack  of  a woman  to  rule 
it,"  he  added.  " I should  like  .to  lake  you 
there  and  show  what  has  been  done  to  make 
it  worthy  of  your  consideration.” 

" Perhaps  you  will,”  silo  said,  rising,  and 
holding  out  her  hand.  I like  men  who 
achieve  things.  You  have  done  wonders." 

"Thank  you,"  he  murmured.  "It  was 
worth  the  effort  just  to  hear  you  say  that. 
Perhaps  what  I have  accomplished  will  be 
more  convincing  than  all  I might  &ay." 

With  that  he  pressed  her  lingers  to  his 
lips,  looked  into  her  eyes Yor  a moment,  and 
departed. 

. [TO  BE  CONTI NPKD.] 
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THE  MANCHESTER  SPEECH. 

The  Prime  Minister's  explanation  of  the  whole  situa- 
tion which  has  arisen  in  the  East,  and  of  the  danger  and 
jeopardy  in  which  the  nation  has  been  placed,  was 
delivered  to  the  British  public  on  .Saturday  last. 

The  Prime  Minister  claimed  that  the  Government 
had  not  been  war-mongers,  but  peace  makers.  Assum- 
ing that  the  armistice  now  signed  means  peace,  the 
Government  are  not  entitled  to  credit  for  that  peace. 
What  happened  ? The  Government,  by  their  policy, 
fanned  the  Imperialist  hopes  of  Venezelos  and  his 
Greeks  into  a scorching  passion  which  led  to  war  in 
Asia  Minor,  and  led  to  the  rout  of  the  Greek  forces 
engaged  in  the  war  ; and  then,  in  an  effort  to  protect 
the  Greeks,  without  consulting"* Parliament,  the  Govern- 
ment issued  a summons  to  the  Colonies  and  to  the  Little 
Entente  and  to  France  and  Italy  to  join  “ us  " in  war 
measures  to  prevent  the  Turks  from  finishing  the  arw 
with  the  Greeks.  Public  opinion  rose  against  what 
seemed  an  inevitable  Brito-Turkish  war. 

The  Prime  Minister  set  forth  three  objects  the  Govern- 
ment had  in  view.  The  first  was  to  secure  the  Freedom 
of  the  Straits  for  the  commerce  of  all  nations.  The 
commerce  of  all  nations  has  always  been  free  to  pass 
through  the  Straits.  The,  Straits  have  only  been  closed 
to  ships  of  war. 

The  second  object  which  the  Prime  Minister  said 
the  Government  had  in  .view  in  its  action  in  the  Near 
East  was  ,to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  Grteco-Turkish 
war  into  Europe.  The  Graeco-Turkish  war  could  not 
have  taken  place  but  for  thp  mil'tary  and  naval  assis- 
tance given  to  the  Greek  forces  during  recent  years, 
and  if  it  was  due  to  the  Government  that  that  war  was 
waged  the  consequences  of  the  war  must  devolve  upon 
those  who  made  it  possible. 

The  third  object  ^iccprdjng  to  the  Prime  Minister 
was  to  secure  the  safety  *md  the  ‘protection  of  the 
Christian  minorities  who- are,  or  would  be,  under  Turkish 
rule.  We  have  had  Turkish  atrocities  in  Armenia  and 
Bulgaria  and  in  Asia  Minor  ; we  have  had  Russian 
atrocities  in  Poland  ; we  have  had  the  persecution  of 
Slav  minorities  by  Austria  ; we  have  had  Belgian 
brutalities  in  the  Congo,  and  never  once  has  a Western 
military  power  made  any  attempt  or  threat  of  military 
operations  to  protect  these  minorities  whether  they  were 
black  or  white,  Christian  or  Pagan.  Nobody  abroad, 
and  few  at  home,  believe  that  we  threatened  war  tor 
the  protection  of  Christians  in  Turkish  territory. 

The  danger  of  war  in  the  Orient  will  hang  over  our 
heads  until  the  new  peace  treaty  with  Turkey  is  signed 
and  ratified.  The  responsibility  for  the  danger  rests 
entirely  upon  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  his  associates  in 
the  Government ; and  the  verdict  of  the  polls,  if  we 
do  not  mistake  the  voice  of  democracy,  will  say  so. 


C.W.S.  TRADE  OUTLOOK. 

The  confidence  of  better  times  in  store,  voiced  at  the 
C.W.S.  meeting  on  Saturday,  should  be  fully  justified, 
for  it  is  tolerably  clear  that  committees,- managers,  and 
members  are  being  thoroughly  aroused  to  the  fact  that 
closer  co-operation  between  them  and  a keener  recog- 
nition of  their  respective  obligations  to  each  other  arc 
imperative.  . 

One  thing  that  was  impressed  upon  the  delegates 
throughout  the  whole  proceedings  was  that  trade  and 
more  trade  would  solve  many  of  the  problems  that  the 
whole  movement  has  to  face.  A member  of  an 
individual  society  who  neglects  the  store  and  goes  to 
the  multiple  shop  dogs'  not  always  realise  what  dis- 
loyalty means.  It  docs  not  simply  mean  that  the 
society  and  the  Wholesale  .Society  loses  trade  in  butter 
dr  margarine  or  tea.  It  goes  much  further  than  that. 
Loyalty  in  the  grocery  store  means  more,  business  for 
the  printing  departments,  for  the  packing-case  depart- 
ments, for  the  timber  yard,  for  the  motor-car  building 
factory,  and  for  other  departments ; because  \yith  the 
sales  over  the  counter,  in  the  stole,  are  bound  up  the 
trades  of  packing,  labelling,  and  distributing,  and  other 
trades  more  numerous  than  arc  conceived  by  the 
individual  puLohaspr. 

Behind  disloyalty  is  the  explanation  of  idle  factories 
or  factories  on  short  time  in  almost  every  branch  of 
C.W.S.  enterprise.  Some  societies  sell  100  per  cent. 
C.W.S.  flour.  Why  cannot  others?  Flour  is  only, 
one  product. 

Involved  in  the  question  of  more  trade  is  the  ques- 
tion of  prices.  Many  who  believe  that  Britain’s  com- 
petitors in  trade  dump  goods  upon  these  shores  at 
prices  at  which  goods  cannot  be  produced  arc  con- 
stantly blind  to  the  fact  that  competitors  of  the  C.W.S. 
dump  their  goods  upon  co-operative  counters  at  prices 
at  which  they  cannot  be  produced,  find  in  many  cases 
at  prices  at  which  private  traders  do  not  get  the  same 


goods  from  the  same  manufacturers.  The  pllrr 
behind  this  is  quite  clear.  It  is  simply  t0  s]  C!Sc 
co-operative  confidence  in  co-operative  product?' 
Co-operators  ought  to  see  through  the  game,  w011, 
do,  and  many  societies  are  ready  to  affirm  that  1?' 
average  year’s  trading  shows  them  to  be  better  son-  .1 
by  the  C.W.S.  than  by  other  manufacturers 
wholesalers.  nn(l 

When  other  manufacturers  failed  the  co-operati- 
movement,  as  they  failed  the  consumer  generally  ’C 
time  of  stress,  many  societies  brought  their  trade  to  n" 
C.W.S.  Establishments  were  acquired  to  meet  tl? 
demand.  Overhead  charges  were  incurred,  but  Inn 
trade,  has  not  been  forthcoming,  and  the  trade  «»ffcre  1 
to  the  C.W.S.  has  waned,  with  the  result  that  factoric- 
are  still  there  and  the  charges  arc  still  then . These 
charges  can  be  nullified  by  providing  the  trade  which 
the  factories  were  acquired  to  meet,  and  that  is  a matter 
which  rests  entirely  upon  the  local  committees  and 
members  of  local  societies. 

One  reference  to  prices  made  on  Saturday  clearly 
indicates  a line  of  action  which,  already  embarked 
upon,  ought  to  be  carried  still  further,  as  a contributor 
in  this  week’s  issue  points  out.  Tt  is  the  policy  ol 
fixing  prices  in  the  factory  and  sending  the  articles 
out  to  the  distributive  stores  with  the  price  stamped 
upon  them  or  publicly  advertised.  As  a result  o[ 
carrying  out  this  policy  the  boot  factories  at  Kuduleu 
and  Leeds  have  gone  from  half-time  to  full-time;  and 
other  departments  have  had  a fillip.  We  should  like  to 
sec  the  practice  extended  so  as  to  embrace  a very  large 
number  of  articles  which  are  at  present  advertised  by 
our  competitors  at  a fixed  price  all  over  the  country. 
In  that  way  lies  trade.  What  our  competitors  can  do 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  do,  and  we  shall  have  to  do  in 
order  to  keep  trade  within  the  movement. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  productive 
departments  from  making  up  garments  from  the  cloth 
of  other  makers  while  C.W.S.  weaving  mills  are  stand- 
ing still.  That  is  a wise  step;  for  it  stultifies 
propaganda  when  factories'  which  appeal  for  lovalty  to 
themselves  do  not  utilise  to  the  very  fullest  tlie  other 
factories  owned  by  the  same  proprietors. 

The  Trade  Campaign  is  now  fairly  launched,  and  we 
look  forward  to  a big  boom  in  co-oper.dive  trade 
generally  as  a result. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

THE  GENERAL  ELECTION. 

One  newspaper  lias  given  the  approximate  date  of  the 
generrO  eleetioh  as  November  18th.  This  may  be  correct. 
Nobody  knows  at  present  except,  perhaps,  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  he.  having  the  right  to  call  an  election,  will 
please  himself.  We  doubt,  however,  whether  the  election 
will  be  held  then.  It  may  be  held  at  the  end  of  December, 
but  probably  at  the.  beginning  of  January,  although  one 
political  journal  lias  said  that  the  present  Parliament— 
which'  stands  prorogued  till  November  14th — will  not  meet 
again.  AVe  want  to  see  a new  Government  at  the  earliest 
moment,  but  the  present  Government  has  obligations  which 
it  must  discharge,  unless  it  wishes  to  risk  a serious 
upheaval  at  home,  and  these  cannot  be  discharged  if  the 
election  takes  place  in  November  or  the  early  part  of 
December.  The  Co-operative  Parly  candidates  are  ready, 
but,  in  common  with  other  Opposition  candidates,  they  are 
determined  that  the  election  will  not  be  fought  on  the 
issue  of  “ The  Straits.”  That  is  only  one  item  in  a formid- 
able indictment,  nnd  we  refer  to  it  in  a leading  article. 
The  case  of  the  industrial  classes  against  the  Government 
will -be  stated  in  the  “News”  next  week. 

GUILD  BREAD. 

A “Guild  Bakery,”  in  which  there  are  three  partners, 
has  started  a business'  in  Lowestoft,  and  is  selling  the  2lb. 
loaf  at  4d. — a halfpenny  lower  than  the  price  fixed  by  the 
Master  Bakers’  Association.  According  to  one  of  the  three 
partners,  the  response  from  the  trade  union  section  of  the 
community  has  been  overwhelming.  There  is  a co-operative 
society  in  Lowestoft  of  which,  presumably,  the  trade 
unionists  in  the  community  are  members.  That  society  is 
controlled  by  its  consumer  members,  and  it,  also,  i-  selling 
the  loaf  at  4d.  What  does  the  Guild — of  three  partners— 
hope  to  achieve  that  the  society  cannot  achieve?  And 
what  of  the  Co-operative  Trade  Union  Entente? 
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NEWSPAPERS  AND  THEIR  INSURANCES. 

We  have  frequently  felt  a little  envious  of  the  circulation 
of  some  of  our  weekly  contemporaries  and  of 
daily -' newspapers..  “Limericks,”  •*  Missi 

Football  Result  Guessing,”  and  other  competitions,  f°r 
which  big  prizes  have  been  awarded,  have  piled  up  circu- 
lations in  many,  cases.  The  “Daily  Mail,"  the  ' Daily 
Express,"  the  “ Daily  News,"  and  the  “ Westminster 
Gazette  ” have  all  had  their  circulation  augmented  consi- 
derably by  their  ipsuranee  schemes  during  the  past  .vei'r’ 
O110  branch  of  the  syndicate  press,  noted  for  the  l'r,z0 
competitions  in  its  weekly  publications,  lias  issued 
wonderful  document  assailing  the  whole  insurance  vlienje. 
and  calling  attention  to  some  of  the  claims  rejectee 
subscribers  to  the  " Policy  Press  ” and  it*  ms,iri,|1j_0 
agents.  Some  people  procure  books  to  read,  ami  buy 
easeis  to  hold  them.  Others  buy  hook-cases  and  hll  ‘ ie^ 
because  a well-filled  book-case  is  a handsome  PieC®j. 
furniture.  We  envy  the  circulation  of  the  big  "ee  ' 
and  dailies,  but  if  hnlf-a-million  people  buy  the 
” because  of  its  insurance  policy,  they  i*re 


Daily 
on- , 

As 


cerned  about  reading  it  than  if  they  buy  it  to  rent . 
we  pointed  out  recently,  the  insurance  stunt  "ill 
reach  a stage  when  it  will  be  no  longer  useful,  nnd  t f 
will  go  the  6nme  way  as  the  “Limerick  ” crnr.o. 
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FIXED  prices  becoming  universal. 

PRODUCER  AND  CONSUMER  BOTH  BENEFITED. 


BY  W.  H.  BROWN. 


Living  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Fixed  prices  determined  by  the  manu- 
facturer with  some  regard  for  adequate  reward 
(o  the  retailer  are  likely  to  become  as  much  a 
feature  in  our  commercial  life  as  fixed  measures 
0f  quantity.  There  are  sixteen  ounces  of 
tea  to  the  pound  whether  it  is  purchased  in 
Torquay  or-  Todmorden.  Weights  and 
measures  have  been  standardised  nationally, 
and  the  sooner  they'  and  the  currency  are 
regularised  internationally  the  better  will  it 
te  for  civilisation.  But  the  prices  of  com- 
modities which  affect  the  cost  of  living,  and 
should  therefore  be  a determining  factor  in 
settling  wages  and  remuneration, are  as  variable 
as  an  English  summer.  There  is  a common 
error  that  the  cost  of  living  is  greater  in  London 
than  in  the  big  cities  outside  the  capital. 
This  has  become  so  generally  accepted  that 
vrages  have  often  been  adjusted  in  recognition 
of  such  a dubious  basis.  Blue  Books  and 
Government  statisticians  who  delight  in  main- 
taining tradition,  however  erroneous,  have 
fncouraued  the  heresy.  But  practical  ex- 
perience has  proved  the  fallacy  o?  such  a 
notion. 

As  a matter  of  actual  fact,  living  is  cheaper 
in  the  Metropolis  than  in  Manchester — and 
as  I have  tried  to  live  in  both  places  I write 
with  knowledge  of  the  two  towns.  Bread, 
meat,  vegetables,  fish,  clothes,  and  other  essen- 
tials certainly'  cost  less  in  London  than  they 
do  in  the  southern  suburbs  of  Cottonopolis. 
The  only  satisfaction  is  that  the  weight — 
when  tested  on  the  old-fashioned,  scale  as 
distinguished  from  the  calculations  of  the  shop 
assistant  with  the  new  balancing  machines — 
remains  the  same  north  and  south.  I want 
to  see  prices  more  equable ; and  although 
conditions  of  carriage  and  other  circumstances 
will  make  us  recognise  the  law  of  averages 
there  are  hundreds  of  articles  which,  ere  long, 
will  be  sold  at  the  same  price  throughout  the 
country'. 

,i  - - A it  j ■ isdi  - - 

Private  Traders  and  Fixed  Prices. 

The  idea  of  instituting  fixed  prices  to  the 
retailer  is  not  new ; although  half-a-dozen 
good  people  are  already  claiming  a kind  of 
parental  right  to  lead  the  infant  phenomenon 
by  the  label.  Nor  is  the  agitation  confined 
.to  the  co-operative  world.  In  fact,  if  it  is  not 
quickly  recognised  byT  the  central  and  local 
authorities  in  the  movement  we  shall  find 
ounelves  surrounded  by  traders  capable  of 
winning  public  confidence  by  conforming  to 
the  prices  and  conditions  of  6ale  dete^nined 
by  the  manufacturers.  For  the  policy  of 
. fixed  national  prices  is  under  discussion  in  all 
the-  trade  papers,  and  is  now  being  pursued 
in  the  grocery,  packed  goods,  hosiery,  boot 
•ndshoe,  chemist,  photographic,  cycle,  canned 
goods,  jam,  biscuits,  confectionery’,  and  a 
•loaen  other  trades  where  advertising  is  often 


the  cause,  and  business  the  effect.  The  public 
have  lost  confidence  in  the  tradesman  who  does 
not  put  the  prices  of  his  wares  in  his  windows. 

Although  co-operators  do  not  depend  on  the 
casual  custom  of  passers-by,  they  have  to 
realise  that  their  membei's  are  capable  of  insti- 
tuting comparisons.  The  most  successful 
co-operative  stores  are  those  that  take  their 
members  into  their  confidence  ns  to  their 
prices,  and  demonstrate  that  they'  can  by  the 
economy  of  co-operative  methods  (as  the 
Pioneers  proclaimed  and  men  like  Mitchell, 
Neale,  Gray,  and  others  asserted)  secure  the 
consumer  the  advantage  of  dividend  without 
any'  addition  to  the  current  retail  prices  of 
the  district.  If  that  is  not  so  we  must  scrap 
our  assertions  as  to  the  old  ideals  and  sub- 
stitute a new  fangled  philosophy  to  try  and 
justify  our  place  in  the  economic  world. 

Co-operation  Between  Producer  and 
Consumer. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  the  conditions 
in  various  societies  differ.  Working  expenses 
and  overhead  charges  at  e- higher  in  some  places 
than  in  others.  Wise  depreciation  has  enabled 
many  societies  to  reap  a harvest  prepared  by 
an  earlier  generation  of  thrifty  (excuse  the 
now  unfamiliar  word)  souls.  Efficient  manage- 
ment has  led  scores  of  societies  into  equable 
waters  during  stormy  periods.  All  these 
circumstances  acknowledged  wo  come  back  to 
the-  fundamental  point  that  the  producer  and 
the  consumer  must  secure  an  exchange  by 
the  co-operative  principle  of  mutual  service. 

Primarily  our  co-operative  stores  exist  to 
help  the  consumer  to  live  better  than  he  would 
be  able  to  do  without,  our  system  of  trading. 
When  that  has  been  secured  by  bringing  the 
cost  of  living  down  to  prices  not  too  far  re- 
moved from  production  will  be  the  time  to 
consider  the  next  advance.  But  the  essential 
business  *of  the  co-operator  is  trade — and 
without  good  business  the  movement  woqld  , 
suecumu.  Because  I believe  that  the  fixing 
of  prices  nationally  as  well  as  locally  will  give 
us  equality  of  opportunity  and  will  protect 
the  consumer  as  well  as  help  the  producer,  I 
advocated  the  policy  at.  half-a-dozen  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire  conferences  in  the  early 
summer  of  1921.  The  idea  was  then  regarded 
as  a dream  and  a vision.  It  is  now  by  pres- 
sure FROM  WITHOUT  THE  MOVEMENT  AND 

from  the  necessity  within  becoming  a plain 
matter  of  fact  reality'.  There  is  co-operative 
recovery  in.  the  persistent  and  insistent  appli- 
cation of  the  idea.  Just  as  the  digestive 
capacity  is  fairly  uniform  so  far  as  the  number 
of  meals  per  diem  is  concerned,  so  we  must  do 
what  we  can  to  make  their  cost  approximately 
universal.  Breakfast,  dinner,  and  tea  should 
cost  no  more  at  Tynemouth  than  at  Teign- 
mouth — and  the  only  difference  Bhould  be 
in  the  serviette  and  the  manner  of  the  serving. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Ma nelies ter,  Wednesda y. 

“ The  Nation,”  in  reviewing  a book,  said  : 
“ The  one  thing  in  ‘ Mary  Lee  ’ we  are  quite 
certain  about  is  that  it  was  written  by  a 
woman.”  This  evoked  a protest  from  the 
author,  Geoffrey  Dennis,  who  wrote  to  the 
editor : ‘‘  I have  many  imperfections,  moral 
and  intellectual,  but  I am  not  a woman.”  That 
almost  eclipses  Mark  Twain's  assurance  that 
the  report  of  his  death  was  “ grossly'  exagger- 
ated.” * * * 

The  members  of  the  Windhul  Society  ai'e 
in  luck’s  way.  They  have  secured  for  their 
headquarters  a fino  old  stone  mansion  with 
historic  features,  remarkable  camouflage  win- 
dows, and  a bundle  of  traditions  more  or  less 
associated  with  the  inevitable  Cromwell.  But 
the  most  striking  of  all  is  the  fact — or  the 
fiction — that  there  is  a fortune  buried  in  the 
house  somewhere,  said  to  date  from  the  time 
when  Sir  Titus  Salt  had  something  to  do  with 
the  premises.  We  can  only  hope  that  the 
tradition  of  the  fortune  may  become  extra- 
dition. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Defendant  (at  a Lancashire  court) : “ You 
can  send  me  to  gaol  if  you  like.  It  is  better 
than  being  out  of  work.” 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  have  fixed  the 
week  commencing  Monday,  November  6th,  as 
a i:  National  Rat  Week.”  Is  it  to  provide 
ammunition  for  the  general  election  cam- 
paign ! . ♦ ♦ 

The  palm  should  be  awarded  to  Mr.  Arnold 
J.  Toynbee,  professor  of  Greejc  at  London 
University,  whose  article  in  Saturday  morn- 
ing's “ Daily  News  ” (probably  written  on 
Thursday)  proved  to  be  a forecast  not  only"  of 
what  the  Prime  Minister  had  to  say  at  Man- 
chester, but  even  of  the  way  ho  said  most  of  it. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Greenwood,  an  appreciated  con- 
tributor to  thesey  pages  and  the  “ Millgate 
Monthly’,”  has  been  elected  a member  of  the 
Authors’  Club.  His  recently-published  work, 
“ JGngland  To-day’,”  has  had  a very  encouraging 
reception.  ' ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Sir  Arthur  Dyke  Acland  celebrated  his 
seventy-fifth  Birthday  on  Thursday’,  last  week. 
It  was  a disappointment  to  many  that  he  was 
unavoidably  prevented  from  attending  the 
secondary  education  conference  at  Leman- 
street  on  Saturday.  This  is  a subject  in  which 
for  years  he  has  been  keenly  interested.  As 
far  back  as  1888,  as  a private  member  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  Sir  Arthur  brought  for- 
ward a motion  that  the  State  should  take  up 
the  question  of  secondary  education.  The 
Bryce  Commission,  which  cleared  the  way  for 
increased  State  recognition,  was  appointed  in 
1892'  by  Sir  Arthur  when  he  was  Minister  of 
Education.  There  has  never  been  a more 
enthusiastic  and s thorough  occupant  of  that 
office.  . ♦ ♦ 

The  Co-operative  Printing  Society  has  not 
only  successfully  brought  a new  spirit  into  the 


industry,  but  as  far  as  London  is  concerned  it 
has  served  another  useful  purpose.  The 
annual  dinner  of  its  employees  is  the  most 
representative  gathering  of  the  leaders  of  the 
democratic  forces  attracted  to  the  festive  board. 
At  Saturday’s  function  there  wore  sufficient 
Labour  candidates  present  to  issue  a manifesto 
against  the  Prime  Minister’s  Manchester  ful- 
liiinations,  only  it  happened  to  be  “ a wasli- 
out,”  as  one  of  the  guests  bluntly  remarked  to 
a neighbour.  ♦ ♦ * 

Printing  ofliUeSj  in  my  experience,  are 
usually  noted  for  their  “ leg-pulling  ” amongst 
.the  operatives,  often  in  the  intervals  of 
attempting  to  decipher  bad  “ copy.”  This 
custonn  has  evidently  spread  to  the  C.P.S. 
annual  dinners,  judging  by  the  sarcastic  note 
struck  jn  most  of  the  speeches,  whilst  several 
of  the  artistes  left  the  Scot  without  a rag  of 
reputation.  It  was,  however,  all  taken  in 
good  part.  Even  Mr.  G.  N.  Baines,  M.P.,  the 
Scottish  chairman,  enjoy'ed  the  jokes  at  the 
expense  of  his  fellow-countrymen. 

The  article  on  “ The  Plight  of  South  Wales,” 
■which  appears  on  another  page,  will  arouse 
feelings  of  pained  depression  in  many  readers. 
If  anybody  can  send  a parcel  of  cast-off  clothing 
or  boots  to  Councillor  Alfred  Jones,  55,  King-, 
street.  Nantyglo  (Mon.),  he  will  see  that  they 
are  distributed  among  some  of  the  people 
whose  plight  is  described  in  the  article. 

A poster  used  in  Derby  in  Connection 
with  the  co-operative  exhibition  this  week 
gave  free  advice  to  all  and  sundry:  “How 
to  Become  a D.C.M.”  The  recipe  was: 

“ Become  a Derby  Co-operative  Member.” 

“Good  times  are  no  good  to  anybody,” 
said  Mr.  Lander  at  the  C.W.S.  meetihg  on 
Saturday.  It  was  not  that  he  objected  to 
good  times — most  otf  tws  can  sacrifice  our- 
selves to  that  extent — but  he  was  telling 
the  delegates  not  to  be  dismayed  because 
the  movement  Was  passing  through  bad 
times,"  and  he  reminded  them  that  it  had 
come  through  bad  times  triumphantly' 
before  because  people  thought  a great  deal 
"harder  then  than  when  they  were  well  off,. 

Mu.  Lander,  by  the  way.  had  to  answeiv 
a question  about  the  tobacco  department 
on  Saturday.  The  odd  thing  about  it  was, 
that  the  question  was  asked  by  a man. 

Oct  and  About. 


We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of^ 
Mrs.  Aneurin  Williams,  wife  of  Mr. 
Aneu rin  Williams,  M.P.  for  the  Consett 
division,  the  prominent  co-operative  leader. 
Mrs.  Williams  had  been  an  invalid  for 
several  years,  but  a tragic  circumstance 
is  that  she  has  passed  away  whilst  her 
husband  is  on  a voyage  to  Australia. 
Although  Mrs.  Williams  is  a native  of 
Tyneside,  she  was  residing  at  Hindhead, 
Surrey,  at  the  time  of  her  death.  She  was 
very  keenly  interested  in  social  work. 


ONE  NEVER  KNOWS. 


It  s all  the  fault  of  that  professor,  you  know. 
“*8  the  loftiest  thing  in  highbrows,  and  I 
Mattered  when  he  enlisted  me  in  his 
wnsade.  I undertook  to  help  to  stamp  out 
e habit  people  have  of  finishing  their  sen- 
kares  with  the  words  “ you  know’.”  So  now 
Ion  know,  you  know’. 

Morning  after  I had  an  appointment  in 
I e city  with  the  managing  director  of  Bigge, 
- Hers  and  Byers  Ltd.,  who  wanted  a brainy 
Prison  for  their  advertising  _ department, 
waiting  tor  the  nine-forty  I hovered 


While  \ 


out  the  bookstall  and  got  my  first  chance 
0 saving  the  language  of  William  Shakespeare 
^.'i  dell  from  corruption. 

’ said  the  bookstall  man,  offering 
an  expensive  monthly,  “ is  rather  good, 
J’0u  know.” 

„ j.^on  Ray  ‘you  know,’  ” expostulated  I. 

is  inelegant  and  inaccurate.”  And  then 
n^'c'd  a"ay,  with  that  proud  feeling  of  duty 
(BiVr— IK’  ohangc  of  a pound  note. 

didn  t find  that  out  until  afterwards.) 
th  t°nf  P^a^0rm  I suggested  to  a porter 
a t ie  train  was  overdue.  ‘‘They’re  all 
ing  late,  you  know,”  he  said, 
rnr  * '"^  koo'v,”  quoth  I.  ‘‘ Why  accuse 
knowing  what  I do  not  know  ? ” 

1 0mo  °P08  ! ” sneered  he.  “ You  know 
rog  t0>  ^°U  ^now'”  Discourag- 


In  due 


course  the  train  arrived,  and  im- 


J|*tantly  tallin8  a corner  seat  I withdrew  a 
C,8W  ami  my  pocket  knifo. 


“ Tips,”  said  a little  old  man  opposite, 
“ is  not  a smoker, -you  know.”. 

“ Then  I will  not  smoke,”  wasjmy  civil 
reply. 


“ Oh,  carry  on,”  he  smiled.  “ I’ve  been 
smoking  myself.  I was  just  chaffing,  you 
know’.” 

Was  that  an  opening  for  propaganda  ? 
Of  course  it  was.  I referred  grandly  to  my 
acquaintance  with  Professor  Primm,  and  dwelt 
upon  our  purpose  of  encouraging  by  precept 


C/ESAR. 


and  practice  the  use  of  a diction  as  limpid 
and  syntactical  as  Milton’s.  And  he  listened, 
meekly,  all  the  way  to  Euston. 

There  was  time  to  waste  before  the  hour 
of  my  appointment,  so  as  I strolled  along 
towards  St.  Paul’s  I rehearsed  the  speech  I 
had  prepared  for  the  great  Bigge,  the  wonder- 
ful Sellers,  or  the  mighty  Byers,  whichever 
.might  interview  me.  Something  like  this — 
“.Sir,  I am  a born  writer  of  advertisements. 

I can  write  the  sort  of  copy-  which  compels . 
people  who  have  been  piling  up  pelf  to  buy 
pianos  to  blue  it  in  on  soap,  or,  conversely, 
persuades  fanatical  face-washers  to  go  dirty 
and  save  up  for  pianos.”  It  was  a good 
speech,  but  it  was  never  uttered  to  either 
Bigge,  Sellers,  or  Byers. 

A saucy  typewriting  maiden  listened  to 
my  account  of  the  reason  why  I had  called, 
and  ushed  mo  into  a room.  The  little  old 
gentleman  who  sat  there  at  a handsome 
mahogan}’  desk  looked  at  me,  and  smiled,  and 
spake.  This  is  that  which  he  spake. 

“ Young  mart,  ■when  I wrote  asking  you  to 
call,  you  knofo>  I thought  you  might  suit  us 
very  well,  you  know.  But  we  met,  didn't  we, 
this  morning  ? I got  rather  a prejudice 
against  you,  you  know.  When  a young  mail 
objects  to  an  old  one  saying  ‘ you  know,’  you 
know,  the  young  one  can  hardly  complain  if 
the  old  gne  thinks  it  hardly  worth  while  en- 
gaging him,  you  know  ! ” 

I came  right  out  of  that  room,  you  know. 

H.-R.  Fooa. 


W.  Suxw. — The  statement  von  complain 
of  was  put  right  at  Saturday! s moeting,  as 
reported  in  another . page  this  week. 
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C.W.S.  MEETING. 

Continued  from  Page  5. 


Admiralty  orders,  niid  practical  I v nil  the 
serge 'for  the  Salvation  Army.  (Laughter,) 
Position  ot  Hcbden  Bridge.  * 

Mr.  ‘Whittaker  (Todhiorden)  said  one 
heard  a great  deal  of  adverse  criticism  at 
Hebden  Bridge  with  regard-  to  the  manage-, 
xnent  of  the  Nutrluugh  fustian  works,  Be-- 
fofe  the  Wholesale  took  them  over  they  were 
highly  successful,  providing  regular  employ- 
ment for  the  workers,  paying  a bonus  to 
labour,  and  declaring  regular  dividends. 
Since  then  the  works  had  been  in  a languish- 
ing condition.  Were  the  directors  satisfied 
with  the  management!-' 

MV.  Watts  (Pendleton)  asked  if  it  was 
true  that  when  directors  visited  productive 
works,  they  never  got  past  the  manager’s 
office. 

A Blackpool  Delegate  inquired  who  took 
the  initiative  in  the  transference  of  Hebden 
Bridge  works  to  the  C.W.S. 

A Chorley  Delegate  suggested  that  it 
might  be  in  the  interests  of  the  workpeople 
if  the  directors  were  to  sell  the  mill  at 
Chorley.  Several  other  mills  in  the  -vicinity 
were  working  and  were  booked  tip  with 
orders  for  some  time  to  come. 

Mr.  Whitehead  (Radoliffe  and  Pilkington) 
raised  the  question  of  employees  being  sus- 
pended at  the  Raddiife  mill  on  account  of 
slack  trade,  and  said  the  employees  preferred, 
that  they  should  all  go  on  part  time,  and 
share  what  work  there  was  between  them. 

A llochdale  Delegate  was  rather  surprised 
at  '.people  coining  to  those  meetings  and 
complaining  about  ‘ mills  being  stopped. 
They  had  the  matter  in  their  own  hands. 

Another  Delegate  said  he  was  one  of  a 
depuration  to  tile  drapery  committee.  and 
was  surprised  to  find  that-  not  one  of  the 
gentlemen  knew  anything  about  a weaving 
shed  except  the  managers: 

The  Chairman  : You  are  making  a mistake 
there;  we  know  a lot  about  weaving  sheds 
as  well  as  woollen  mills. 

The  Open  Market. 

A Delegate- raid  he  understood  the  direc- 
tors under  the  rules  had  power  to  go  into 
the  open  market  with  their  goods.  Why 
did.. they  not  do  .it?  There  were  a dozen 
mills  in  his  district,  and  the  only  one  closed 
belonged  to  the  Wholesale  Society. 

Mr.  Wilkins,  replying  to  the  delegate 
who- said  the  directors  had  promised  to  re 
o'pen  the  Chorley  mill,  and  had . done 
nothing,  stated  that  they  had.  done  a Jot. 
in  the  way  of  appealing  to  societies  to  give 
the  Wholesale  Society  their  trade,  but  the 
response  had  not  been  of  a character  to 
justify  the.  dcap.ery  committee  ,iu  • fecom- 
mending  the  reopening  of  the  linlK  . 

“It  is  perfectly  true,”  Mr.  Wilkins  pro- 
ceeded, “ that  we  can  go  into  the  open 
market.  If  the  mill  is  Yifiming.find  we  have 
a surplus,  then  we  should  get  into  the  open 
market;  but  to  start  the  mill  with  no  orders 
coming  in  from  'the  Co-operative  movement 
would.  I think,'  )>e  a foolish  policy.” 

A Todinorden  Delegate  painted  a father 
sorry  picture  regarding  Hebden  Bridge. 
He  said  lie  L bad.  . been  tqld  ..that  tl(e 
works  were  languishing,  and  that’ they  had 
not  got  a very  gopd  name  in  the  district. 
They  -were  approached  about  taking  the 
yrorks'over  in  1917,  and  since,  then,  accord- 
ing- to  the  Todniorden  delegate,  'tlie  lila.ee 
.had  been  languishing.  That  was  not  cor- 
rect, because  fer  sonic  time  after  the  works 
Were  taken. over  they  were  busily  employed. 
What  was. the  position  in  the  trade  to-day? 
“.When  you  get  in  contact  with  tailoring 
managers,' you  will  find  that  theTu.s'tian  and 
cord  trade  is  practically  going  out.  (No, 
ho.)  Well,  we  .find  in  the  reports  from  the 
managers  who  are  in  touch  with  societies 
that  the  demands’ for  fustians  and  cords  are 
very  largely  dying’  out.”  * (“No,  no,”  and 
“ Hear,  hear.”) 

, Proceeding,  Mr.  Wilkins  said  that  the 
committee  had  been  seriously  going  into  the 
question  of  the  losses  at  Radeliffe.  At  the 
same  time  they  had  to  be  fair  to  the  man- 
ager. In  1917.  1918,  and  1919  this  mill 
was  working  at  full  pressure,  gince  then, 
however,  societies  had  adopted  the  policy 
of  using  the  C.W.S.  as  a warehouse,  and  the 
manager  had  to  anticipate  the  requirements 
of  societies.  He  had  to  place  orders  for 
dyed  yarns  six,  seven,  or  eight  months  be- 
fore they  were  required.  The  slump  dime, 
and  the  C.W.S.,  like  other  manufacturers, 
were  caught. 

“ What  proportion  of  the  cloth”  made  up 
fn  your  factories  is  from  your  own  works?” 
was  the  question  put  bv  Mr.  Curside 
(Dejph), 

Dir.  Wilkins  made  a very  -cheering  an- 
nouncement in  reply  to  this  question.  He 
said  three  weeks  ago  tlie  committee  called 
together  the  managers  of  the  mills,  who 
made  the  cloth,,  tlie  people  responsible  for 
making  the  garments,  and  the  persons  re- 
sponsible for  the  sale  of  the  products.  The 
committee  were  determined  that  the 
society’s  four  mills- will  be  kept  fully 
employed,  and  that  the  products  will  go  into 
our  own  factories  to  be  made  into  clothes.*! 

Replying  -to  a question  about  the  hoot 
works  from  Mr.  Mayer  (Leicester),  Mr.  Wil- 
kins said  a new  manager  had  been’ appointed 
at  Leicester,  and  a new  range  of  samples 
prepared.  As  a result  of  the  introduction 
of  stamp'd!  prices,  the  Rushden  and  Leeds 
works  lmd  gone  from  half-time  to  full  time. 

The  report  was  approved. 


Mr.  Young  replied  that  the  fish  trade  was 
n new  venture", ' and  not  being  large  it  was 
included  with  the  grocery  and  provisions. 
The  amount  of  business  for  the  last  hulf- 
yenr  was  £59,000,.  Societies  coming  to  .Man- 
chester were  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
quotations  given  to  them. 

A question  put  by  Dir.  Jack  f, Stockport) 
was  re-introduced : it  was  the  - Asbiiigtoit 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  details  of  new 
. properties  should  he  given  to  the  delegates. 

They  laid  been  listening  to  complaints  all 
ill©  afternoon,  said  another  delegate.  Wlmt 
was  being  done  by  the  C.W.S.  to  get.  tine 
trade  they  wanted  h.v 'co-ordinating  a policy 
of  national  advertising! 

It  was  quite  true,  said  the  Chairman,  that 
a certain  resolution  was  adopted,  but  many 
of  those  additions  were  comparatively  small, 
and  really  the  balance  sheet  was  big  enough 
as  it  was.  All  information  as  to  properties, 
Ac.,  could  be  obtained  from  the  platform. 
As  to  advertising,  they  spent  more  than 
£15.000  last  half-year  on  it,  but  if  the  socie- 
ties read  them  they  did  not  net  up  to  them 
or  they  would  not  have  had  the  appeals  for 
trade  they  had  had  that  afternoon. 
(Laughter.)  “ If  we  have  not  -lone  sufficient 
advertising  this  afternoon  with  regard  to  our 
condition,  well,  I feel  it  is  hopeless  to  mat? 
further  efforts  in  that  direction,”  lie  con- 
cluded, to  laughter. 

Mr.  Tapping  (Derby),  in  ■ analysing  the 
accounts  of  - the  productive  works,  drew 
attention  to  the  necessity  for  reducing  ex- 
penditure more  in  keeping  with  the  trade 
dor.'2.  Were  the  productives  showing  suffi- 
cient initiative  in  meeting  tlie  need  for  mere 
trade  ? 

The  Chairman:  You  can  take  it  that  we 
have  our  hands  on  the  management  as  well 
-iis  our  heads.  (Laughter.) 

The  increase  of  stocks  in  some  of  the 
works  was  criticised  by  Dir.  Whitelcy  (Man- 
chester and  Salford). 

Mr.  Travers  (Burslem)  complained  of  the 
large  item  of  £51,000 — nearly  £1,000  a week 
— in  travelling. 

The  Clmirman  : It  is  largely  a matter  of 
buyers.  We  are  compelled  to  get  travellers 
on  the  read  to  get  the  trjide.  Now  you  give 
us  the  trade  and  then . (Laughter.) 

African  Oil  Mills. 

Mr.  Lander  informed  Mr.  Whiteley  (Man- 
chester and  Salford)  that  the  African  oil 
mills  were  now  the  property  of. the  C.W.S. 

The  balance  sheet  was  adopted. 

The  Secretary  read  tho  results  of  the 
elections,  which  were  given  in  tlie  “ Co- 
operative News  ” last  week. 

The  Maxwell  Grant. 

- The  action  of  the  directors  in  voting  £100 
to  f he  . Max  well  Testimonial  Fund  was  unani- 
mously endorsed.  • 

9 - ' - - ‘ .1-  • IH . J 

Midland  Demonstration, 

Mr.  Halls,  M.P.  (Nottingham),  moved  the 
resolution  of  the  Midland  societies  relative 
to  a grant  to  the  Midland  Seetiohal  Exhibb 
tion  and  Demonstration,  and  said  the 
C.W.S.  should  support  these  exhibitions  on 
principle. 

Mr.  Dlann  (Leicester)  seconded  tlie  reso- 
lution. 

The  Clmirman  said  the  Dl  iddleshrough 
Congress  laid  down  regulations  governing 
these  sectional  exhibitions.  Up -to  now  no 
section  in  the  Co^cperntive  Union' had  asked 
the  C.W.S.  to  transgress  those"  regulations, 
but  that  was  what  the  Midland  societies 
behind  this'  resolution  were  doing. 

The  Chairman  then  took  a show  of  hands 
and  declared  the  resolution  lest' at  that  meet- 
ing. He;  also -announced  that  at  the'divisionfil 
meetings  the  vote  was  as  follow.;- --For  i lie 
resolution,  193  ; against,  1,358. 

Gateshead  Resolution. 

Dir.  Dodds  (Jarrow-on-Tyne)  moved  the 
resolution  standing  in  the  name  of  ' the 
Gateshead  and  other  Northern  societies  rela- 
tive to  the  election  of  directors.  lie  said 
they  were  not  so  much  concerned  with  aJ 
scheme ; but  they  were  concerned  about  the* 
principle  being  adopted.  They  wore  pre- 
pared to  leave  the  preparation  of  the  scht,.Blft 
in  the  hands  of  the  directors. : Ho  also 

stated  that  they  had  no  hostile  feelings  to- 
wards the  present  members  .of  the  hoard, 
and  quoted  statistics  to- show  that  candidates 
had  been  elected  to  the  beard  by  large 
minority- votes.  ' 

“ Whilst- wo  claim  to  be  a truly  demoirotic 
institution,”  said  Mr.  Magin  (Asliington 
Industrial),  in  seconding  tlie  .resolution,, 
“ many  of  our  methods  are  most  yonservar 
tive.  This  particular  rule  has  been  in  opera- 
tion practically  the  whole  life  of  rhe 
society.”  He  did  not,  however,  Want  to 
jeopardise  the  positions  of  the  - existing 
directors,  because  lie  thought;  when  men 
gave  lip  their  regular  employment,  they 
should  not;  be  at  the  eapriie  of  a snatch  vote. 

There  was  no  one  to  mow  tlie  Torquay 
amendment,  hut  an  Oldham  Industrial  dele- 
gate moved  his  society’s  amendment.  He 
said  it  was  generally  accepted  that  P.R.  was 
the  most  democratic  method  of  .election 
before  tho  country.  By  this  system  ef  vot- 
ing they  got  n true  reflex  of  the  opinion  of 
the  electors. 

The  vote  was  .then  takep,  and  Hie  Chair- 
man declare!!  both  the  Torquay  and  OldlnVin 
amendments  to  he  lost.  The  Gateshead 
resolution  was  adopted,  the  Chairman  re- 
marking that  there  was  a majority  of  150  in 
its  favour  at  tjio  divisional  meetings.  * 


Questions  on  the  Balance  Sheet. 

The  balance  sheet  was  then  conside 
the  first  question  befng  raised  by  Dir.  W 
ward  (Oldham  Industrial).  He  waiitec 
know  what  amount  of  business  had  I 
done  in  the  fish  department,  and  who 
there  was  a profit  or  a loss.  Ho  also  wai 
• to  know  il  (lie  C.W.S.  had  its  own  t ran 
►—if  they  caught  their  oj\yii  fish.  (Lnuglil 


CO-OPERATIVE  BANDS  AND  CHOIRS. 

Conuuctors  of  co-operative  band's, 
orchestras,  and  choirs  are  invited  to  send  a 
note  of  their  achievements  during  the 
summer  and  their  intentions  for  the  next 
season  to  the  Editor,  “ Co-operatiye  News,” 
Long  Millgate,  Manchester, 
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BY  “ALPHA/’ 

3§ 

A PERTINENT  QUESTION. 

has  dividend  outlived  its 

USEFULNESS  ? 

COMPETITORS  DO  A LARGE 

TRADE  WITHOUT  DIVIDEND. 


Boards  of  management  and  officials  are 
generally  judged  as  successful  or  otherwise 
by  the  dividend  rate  paid  by  their  society. 
Members  lose  or  'gain  confidence  in  tlie 
society  according  to  the  dividend  rate;  and 
many  investing  members  estimate  the 
financial  strength  of  a society  accord ing  to 
its  ability. to  pay  dividend. 

Dividend  regulates  prices,  controls  policy, 
and  generally  is  -tlie  dominant  note  running 
through  .all  discussions  in  the  board  room. 
This  being  so,  what  is  the  position  of  direc- 
tors towards  the  members? 

1 On  the  one  hand  the  cry  is  for  dividend. 
On  tlie  other  hand,  and  more  insistent  chir- 
j ing  these  distressing  times,  people  are  look- 
ing-for low-priced  articles. 

The  household  exchequer  is  being  more 
carefully  watched,  and  "extreme  frugality  is 
being  exercised  by  most  people. 

Reduced  purchasing  power  is  compelling 
many  to  scrutinise  prices  closely,  and  also 
to  purchase  inferior  articles. 

Further,  to  aggravate  the 'position  created 
by  the  trade  depression,  there  is  keener 
competition  amongst  business  men  to  cap- 
ture all  the  possible  trade  available,  with 
, the  result  that  a large  number  of  keenly-cut, 
competitive  prices- are  being  exhibited  by  our 
competitors.  In.  some  cases  flic  prices 
• quoted  are  little  above  c-08t,  leaving  praeti- 
, tally  nothing  for  working  expenses.” 

Under  these  circumstances,  what  should 
be  our  policy?. 

Shall  we  sell -at  cut  prices? 

Shall  dividend  regulate  price  or  price 
dividend?  . 


Shall  we  compete,  ignoring  dividend^ 
Shall  we  maintain  dividend  and 
competition?  or  Can  we  both  sell  n t Aoni- 
petitive  prices  and  maintain  pur  dividend? 
This  is  the  problem  of  the  moment.  WAI 
my  readers  forward  their  solutions' 

We  cannot  have  low  prices  and  high  djvj. 
deuds.  Whatever  the  dividend,  it  must  ha 
added  to  the  cost  of  the  goods,  and  is  not 
created  simply  because  a co-operative  society 
lias  been  formed. 

If  dividends  are  to  be  maintained  prices 
will  have  to  be  regulated  accordingly.  ].yr 
instance  : To  provide  a dividend  rate  of  2s 
in  the  pound  on  sales  where  the  expanse 
rate  is  2s.  in  the  pound  means  that  2o  per 
cent,  has  to  be  added  t-o  the  cost  pric  e of  the 
goods.  In  other  words,  an  article  costing 
£1  must  be-sold  for  £1  5s.  Some  of  our 
competitors  are  well  satisfied  with  less  ihaa 
half  of  this  percentage  of  profit,  and  maiiy 
times  ugly  comparisons  are  made. 

Personally,  I think  no  hard  and  fast  line 
can  be  drawn,  for  any  society,  regarding  its 
prices  and  dividends.  l/oc-al  circumstances 
will  influence  its  policy  in  this  respect,  unj 
whilst  not  desiring  the  co-operative  shops  to 
1<?  looked  upon  as  stocking  cheap  ,infl 
inferior  goods,  the  time  1ms  arrived  •vhernve 
sliould  ask  the  questions : — 

Are  we  getting  all  our  members’  trailed 
Are  our  prices  right? 

Are  we  efficiently  serving  the  public? 
Dividend  in  co-operative-  societies  is  paid 
on  turnover.  Dividend  in  private  firms  & 
paid  on  capital.  Dividend  in  co-operative 
societies  is  paid  after  providing  interest  on 
capital.  Can  we  continue  to  do  this? 

Dividend  has  assisted  greatly  in  building 
up  our  trade.  Dividend  has  largely  built  up 
our  capital.  Dividend  has  made  members 
thrifty  and  self-respecting.  Dividend  Jms 
saved  thousands  from  debt  and  privation 

[”  Alpha  ” obviously  expects  answers  to  his 
pointed  questions.  We  hope  they  will  he 
sent  m and  that  writers  will  b9  as  concise 
as  he.  Our  policy  and  practice  deserve 
discussion.] 


A “ CO-OPERATORS’  DAY." 

A ■“  CO-OPERATIVE  NE  WS  " ARTICLE 
AND  WHAT  CAME  OF  IT. 

On- .the  occasion  of  the  150th  anniversary 
of  Robert  Owen’s  birthday  in  Dlay  of  last 
year  there  appeared  article  in  the  “Co- 
operative News-”  which  suggested  a great 
co-operative  gala  day,  when  working  men 
the  world  over  might  express  co-operatively 
t)ieir  belief  in  the  power  of  associated  effort. 

As  a direct  wesult  of  that  article,  active 
spirits  in.  Glasgow  co-operative  circles  took 
up  and  worked  out  tho  idea  of  a “ Pioneers’ 
Night.”  which  has  been  endorsed  by  the 
majority  of  the  Glasgow  societies,  the 
S. C.W.S..  and  the  U.C.B.S:,  and  which  will 
be  held  on  December  21st.  The  event  is  to 
be  an  annual  one,  and  the  numerous  guilds, 
both  adult  qnd  junior,  under  the  auspices 
ol  these  societies,  are  to  make  provision 
for  the  celebrations  in  their  yearly 
syllabuses.  . 

If  enthusiasm  and  enterprise  count  for 
anything,  Glasgow’s  night  of  joy  will  be 
international  in  character,  for  speakers  from 
the  movements  in  other  lands  are  bping  in- 
vited to  attend.  n 

Its  inspirational  value  will  he  great;  the 
thought  and  activity  it  will  provoke  can  be 
directed  along  useful  channels  of  service  in 
co-operation’s  cause,  and  tlie  impetus  to 
co-operative  trade  which  must  follow  a dis- 
play oi  co-operative  zeal  by  many  thousands 
ol  people  is  beyond  estimation. 

Now  the  idea  has  been  accepted  and  com- 
mended by  the  I.G.A.,  and  at  its  recent 
executive  meeting  that  body  proposed  that 
an  international  co-operative  gala  day  be 
convened  on  the  first  Saturday  of  July  each 
year.  ' S.  11.  E. 

• NUTRIX’’  PROVES  ITS 
WORTH. 

POPULARITY  GROWING. 

Nutuix,”  the  C.W.S.  dried  milk,  con- 
tinues to  increase  in  popularity.  Numbers 
of . unsolicited,  testimonials  to ‘its  value  as 
a food  for  babies,  • accompanied  by  photo- 
grnplis  of  bonny  youngsters  who- owe  their 
splendid  health  to  its  nutritious  qualities, 
are  being  received  at  the  C.W.S.  milk 
department  at  Manchester.  It  is  now 
being  ‘specially  packed  for  welfare  centres. 
Several  of  these  centres  in  London,  and 
three  or  four  in  the  provinces,  ai'e  supply- 
ing “ Nutrix,”  qnd  tho  number  is  grow- 
ing. Analytical  tests  also  continue  to 
shoiy  its  superiority  in  fats  as  compared 
with  other  dried  milk  preparations. 

At  an  exhibition  held  at  Woolfold,  near 
DIanch ester,  last  week,  five  dozen  sample 
containers  at  Gd.  each  were  sold  on  the 
first  afternoon. 

In  the  nenr  future  it  is  hoped  to  have 
a malted  milk  food  on  the  market,  npd 
experiments  are  being  made,  with  n view  to 
preparing  a food  containing,  meat,  malt, 
milk,  and  vegetable  extracts. 


POLLING  AT  NEWPORT. 


GENERAL  ELECTION  INDICATOR. 


• ^vrE  rcsu^  *'lie  parliamentary  election 
*n  rScwport,  where  polling  is  proceeding  as 
the'  “ Co-operative  News  ” goes  to  press, 
will  probably  be  known  before  this  i-sue 
reaches  some  readers.  - - 

Keen  anticipation  as  to  the  result  lias 
heen  shown  foe  the  past  week,  in  view  of 
the  possibility  that  . tlie  elected  member  may 
never  take  his  seat  in  the  present  Parlia- 
ment. General  ^xpectfftion  up  to  tlie  poll- 
ing clay  was  that  there-  would  be  a victory- 
for  the  Labour  Party,  whose  candidate,  Mrl 
J-  W.  Bowen,  is  a co-operator.  Several 
Conservative-papers-  predicted'  that  lie  would- 
win  on-  a minority  vote,  the  bulk  of  the 
votes  being  .divided  between  the  other  two 
candidates.  Even  on  a minority  vote  Mr. 
Bowen  would  be  as  much  entitled  to  crow! 
as  all  the  Coalitionists — with  one  exception 
— who  have  won  in  three-cornered  contests 
since  1918. 

The  polling  at  the  last  Newport  elcctioii 
w-qs  : — Haslam  (Co.L.),  14,080 ; Bowen. 
(J.ab,),  -10JJ34;  Thomas  (Ind.).  647,  Witli-h 
poll  like  that  in  1918,  it  will  lie  surprising! 
if  Boyen’s  poll  does  not  exceed  the  com- 
bined Votes  of  his  opponents. 


OPERATIVE  PAINTERS. 

CONFERENCE  OF  SOCIETIES 
INTERESTED. 

Societies  employing  operative  painters 
are  being  asked  to  send  representatives  to 
a conference  which  will  lie  held  at  Holy- 
oake  House,  Hnuover-street,  Manchester, 
on  Saturday,  October  28th,  to  consider  the 
proposals  for  the  registration  of  co-opera- 
tive societies  employing  operative  painty* 
nfid  the  payment  of  a graduated  subscrip- 
tion to  the  educational  fund  of  the  Jont* 
Council. 

The  Labour  Department  0f  the  Co-tipprn- 
tive'  Union,  which  is  convening  tlie  coiner- 
enee,-' has'  not  a complete  list  of  societies 
employing  operative  painters  in  »s 
possession,  and  it  may  be  that  seme 
societies  interested  in  the  question  hare 
not  received  an  invitation.  All  they 
do  is  to  communicate  with  the  Labour  De- 
partment of  the  Union  at  Manchester. 


The  chief  of-a  public  library  in  on  ini' 
porta  nt  centre  writes  of  the  last  issue 
the  “Millgate  Monthly  ” : — “ It  is  an  ex 
cellent  magazine,  and  I regularly  take  eu 
tings  from  it  to  paste  into  books  of  a sun ■ , 
line  of  thought.  For  instance,  this  n,|ncur. 
issue  contains  an  article  on  ‘ R-egio*1.0' < 
vey  ’ and  a very  good  one  on  ‘ Dicko 
The  County  School  geography  nustres  j 
keenly  interested  in  tho  former  article, 
all  her  geographv  students,  will  lie 
awaVe  of  it.”  '■  ' 1 
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BIRTHPLACE  OF  KING 
ALFRED. 

CO-OPERATION  AT  WANTAGE. 

Last  summer  the  Aldington  and  Dis- 
trict Co-operative  Supply  Co.  Ltd.  ceased 
to  exist,  not  because  ot  the  want  of 
support  or  of  a lack  of  trade,  but  because 
the  Lord  of  the  Manor  felt  it  advisable  to 
Bring  the  existence  of  the  company  to  an 
m|  This  company  had  been  initiated  by 
a former  Lady  of  the  Manor,  but  it  Was 
"not  in  a true  sense  co-operative,  as  the 
shares  were  all  held  by  a few  people  and 
bonuses  were  distributed  to  customers. 
When  the  edmpnny  was  formed,  however, 
co-operative  motives  were  in  evidence,  and 
good  deal  of  trade  was  done  through 
co-operative  channels. 

The  attention  of  the  Southern  Sectional 
Board  was  called  to  this  matter  by  the 
officials  of  the  C.W.S.,  and  as  a result  Mr. 
B Hibberd  (sectional  secretary),  with  the 
aiil  of  Mr.  Carter  (Oxford  district  secre- 
tary). got  into  touch  with  some  of  the 
customers  of  the  company.  Something 
approaching  two-thirds  of  the  trade  of  this 
company  was  done  at  Wantage,  a very 
attractive  little  town  of  between  four  and 
five  thousand  inhabitants  nestling  under 
the  Berkshire  Downs,  and  celebrated  in 
history  ns  the  birthplace  of  King  Alfred 
the  Great. 

A meeting  was  held  with  a number  of 
thu-e  customers,  the  sectional  and  district 
secretary,  and  the  president,  a member  of 
the  committee  and  manager  of  the  New 
Swindon  Industrial  - Co-operative  Society. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  a public 
meeting,  which  was  held  on  Wednesday 
fas!  week  at  the  Town  Hall,  Wantage. 
Addresses  were  delivered  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Mnrshman,  J.P.  (president  of  the  Swindon 
Society),  Mr.  R.  Hibberd,  Mr.  C.  Taylor, 
J.P.  (organiser  of  the  Swindon  Society), 
and  Mr.  Dale,  J.P.  (a  member  of  the 
Swindon  Society’s  management  committee). 

A resolution  was  passed  in  favour  of  the 
co-operative  principle  of  trading,  and  a 
provisional  committee  wa6  formed  with  a 
view  to  having  a branch  of  the  New  Swin- 
don Society  formed.  The  meeting  . con- 
sisted of  about  sixty  working-men  and 
women  of  the  district,  some  of  whom  had 
come  a considerable  distance,  great  interest 
being  evinced  in  the  subject.  There  is 
everv  hope  that  the  co-operative  trade 
which  was  being  done  at  Wantage  will  not 
only  be  restored  but  added  to  through 
a democratically  organised  co-operative 
society. 


USEFUL  SERVICES. 


QUARTKR-OF-A-CENTURYS  WORK. 

A SOUTHAMPTON 

PRESENTATION. 

It  was  a happy  thought  that  led  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Southampton  Society  to  decide 
upon  a members’  social  evening  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  presentation  to  Mr.  H.  It.  Farr 
of  a testimonial  of  appreciation  and  thanks 
for  his  twenty-five  years’  work  upon  the 
management  committee. 

The  social  was  held  on  Monday  evening, 
last  week,  in  Mount  Pleasant  Schools'  anil 
instead  of  the  formality  of  a set  programme 
there  were  revels  and  gaiety,  under  the 
superintendence  oT  Messrs.  Merrett  and 
Tripeony,  M.C.’s,  together  with  more  social 
intercourse  between  old  friends  than  could 
obtain  between  platform  and  floor  in  a 
formal  meeting. 

, The  actual  presentation  took  place  dur- 
ing the  interval,  and  the  president  of  the 
j-oeiety  (Mr.  H.  Vincent,  J.P.)  spoke  of  the 
high  regard  which  he  had  for  Mr.  Farr..  In 
the  few  years  he  had  spent  with  him  on  the 
management  committee  he  had  learned  to 
regard  him  as  one  who  was  possessed  of  the 
highest  ideals  and  integrity,  and  who  was 
always  anxious  to  do  the  right  thing  for 
good  of  the  society.  Hi«  counsel,  the 
result  of  his  long  experience,  was  of  the 
greatest  value. 


Red-Letter  Days. 

.'K-  E.  H.  Alexander  (former  president 
°*  the  society),  who  came  to  Southampton 
specially  to  honour  his  old  colleague,  also 
Hl>nke  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Farr 
Was  held  by'  his  colleagues  and  the  members 
generally,  and  referred  to  the  red-letter  days 
111  the  history  of  the  society  when  a few 
Members  of  the  committee,  by  their  courage 
""d  determination,  had  laid  the  foundation 
, the  proud  position  in  which  the  society 
Was  at  present. 

AVi tli  musical  honours  Mr.  Vincent  then 
Presented  Mr.  Parr  with, a cheque  as  a small 
,e".  of  the  appreciation  of  the  members 
'°r  Ins  worth  and  work. 

‘"r.  Farr  was  received  with  great  enthu- 
asni  on  rising  to  reply.  He  gave  a brief 
sunie  of  some  of  his  experiences  in  co- 
loration, which  commenced  with  meinber- 
I1U<1  office  in  the  Plymouth  Co-operative 


tlJ'v  member*  of  the  London  District  of 
.National  Co-operative  Managers’  As.so- 
n.ii  n’  Piloted  by  Mr.  Howlett,  recently 
lb...  i-a  Vls'*'  K>  the  C.W.S.  jam  factory  at 
1iik,i  ^ motor  coach  drive  and 

eoiiii!^'}  iat  t-V',  , Reading  Society’s  well 
tke  visit  10*°1  were  enjoyable'  fentureis  of 


EDUCATION  IN  BUSINESS. 

LADY  EXPERT'S  LECTURE  TO  LONDON  MANAGERS. 
TRAINING  DURING  SLACK  TIME. 


Tiie  London  district  of  the  National  Co- 
operative Managers’  Association  have 
adopted  the  broad  policy  of  seeking  know- 
ledge everywhere,  recognising  that  the  co- 
operative movement  has  not  a monopoly 
of  everything  worth  knowing.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  policy,  Air.  Gordon  Selfridge 
last  year  was  invited  to  address  the  asso- 
ciation, and  on  Wednesday  last  week,  as 
a sequel  to  this  visit,  Miss  Gladys  A. 
Burlton  (director  of  education  it  Messrs. 
Selfridge’s)  gave  an  address  at  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Hall,  Iceman-street,  on  "The 
Education  of  the  Employee."  In  addition 
to. the  members  of  the  branch,  there  were 
present  members  of  management  and  edu- 
cational committees  and  co-operative 
employees. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Turnbull  (president),  in  open- 
ing the  proceedings,  announced  that  on 
November  9th  Sir  Charles  Higliara,  M.P., 
one  of  the  most  expert  men  in  advertising, 
would  speak  on  that  subject. 

Co-operating  with  the  Employees. 

Miss  Burlton,  who  was  very  cordially 
received,  then  gave  an  eloquent  and  prac- 
tical address,  on  the  subject  already  men- 
tioned. Tbe  idea  of  education  in  business, 
she  said,  had  not  yet  reached  the  hearts 
of  otherwise  intelligent  business-men  and 
women.  She  was  encouraged  with  the 
thought  that  the  principle  which  animated 
their  association — co-operation — was  now- 
going  to  be  one  perhaps  like  the  leaven 
which  was  going  to  leaven  the  whole  lump 
of  their  activities.  The  fact  that  they 
were  interested  enough  to  give -up  an  hour 
in  the  afternoon  to  hear  a discourse  on 
the  subject  indicated  that  they  were  going 
to  try  eo-onerntion  perhaps  from  a new 
angle.  Perhaps  they  were  going  to  try 
the  idea  of  co-operating  with  the  employee, 
for  that -was  really  what  she  had  come  to 
tell  them  about,  because  education  was 
simply  an  Attempt,  to  co-operate  with  the 
student  and  employee,  as  tbe  case  might 
be.  There  must  be  a spirit  of  co-operation 
in  every  form  of  education.  The  employee 
must  not  be  considered  merely  more  or 
less  as  a passive  material  on  which  they 
were  going  to  make  an  experiment.  They 
must  get  away  from  many  old  ideas  preva- 
lent that  it  was  the  aim  of  the  educator  so 
to  mould  some  passive  material  into  some 
shape  that  the  ooy  might  • become  useful 
to  the  grown-up  in  the  world. 

The  Value  of  Education. 

Before  they  had  any  satisfactory  scheme 
of  training  and  education  in  business  .they 
had  to.  work  wholeheartedly  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  'people  with  whom  they  are 
dealing.  They  must  not  attempt  to 
impose  any  hard  and  fast  scheme  of  edu- 
cation ; they  must  begin  to  study  tbe  needs 
of  the  business  and  the  needs  of  the  em- 
ployees they  were  .trying  to  help.  Of  course; 
it  should  be  evident  that  an  educated  body 
of  people  was  n more  valuable  and  powerful 
body  t nan  an  uneducated  body  of  workers. 
This  was  putting  it  on  its  least  and  most 
bueiness-like  basis.  Surely  they  took  the 
utmost  care  of  their  stocks;  they  did  not 
allow  -the  windows  to  go  unpolished  and 
the  furniture  and-  buildings  to  be  uncared 
for.  What  were  they  doing  in  their 

businesses  to  develop  and  cultivate  the 
-staff?  -What  hope  would  she  have  in  com- 
petition with  them  if  she  had  a business 
with  an  uneducated  staff  and  they  had  a 
carefully  developed  staff  of  employees? 
She  suggested  that  at  their  earliest  conve- 
nience they  should  find  out  in  their  own 
businesses  the  age  of  the  employees  when 
they  left  school,  and  what  they  had  since 
done  to  continue  their  education.  She 
thought  the  result  of  the  investigation 
would  bo  illuminating  rather  than  com- 
forting. 

They  might  say,  "It. does  not  matter 
what  is  the  general  education  of  employees 
providing  they  do  their  job."  That  \fas 
quite  a logical  position  to  take  up.  She 
asked  whether  the  salesman  or  saleswoman 
in  their  businesses  did  know  their  job. 
Did  they  appreciate  the  policy  of  the 
business?-  Did  they  know  what  the  business 
stood  for?  Did  they  sympathise  with  the 
type  of  service  they  were  trying  to  render 
the  public?  Did  all  the  employees  fully 
understand  tbe  organisation  and  the  system 
by  which  the  business  was  run?  Were 
they  satisfied  that -the  assistants  knew  all 
about  the  goods  necessary  to  sell  them? 
As  a customer  she  protested  against  the 
suffering  she  had  to  endure  at  the  hands 
of  uneducated  and  unenlightened  salesmen 
in  this  country.  It  was  not  the  fault  of 
the  salesman,  but  it  was  due  to  the 
manager  not  giving  attention  to  his 
training. 

The  Study  of  Psyohology. 

Miss  Burlton  next  dealt  with  the  impor- 
tance of  a s^iul.v  of  psychology.  It  did  not 
matter,  she  explained,  if  they  could  not 
spell  the  word,  so  long  as  they  understood 
the  principle  it  taught.  They  must  try  to 
advise  the  young  salesman  or  saleswoman 
to  make  a scientific,  careful,  and  systema- 
tic human  study  of  the  people  with  whom 
they  bad  to  deal.  As  regarded  general 
education,  many  leading  men  to-day — 
statesmen,  psychologists,  and  educa- 
tionists-— were  turning  their  attention  to 
the  adult.  In  many  ways  the  children 
to-day  were  m6r0  fortunate  than  in  former 
yearB  in  the  opportunities  olfered  for 


releasing  their  mental  energies  and  in  the 
encouragement  of  their  vigorous  natural 
instincts.  That  was  a fine  point  to  be  put 
on  the  right  side  of  the  natural  account  in 
the  future.  It  was  not  hard  to  discover 
the  subjects  which  appealed  to  the  men 
and  women  in  the  street.  She  found  them 
extraordinarily  interested  in  English  litera- 
ture, languages,  history,  economics,  poli- 
tics, science,  music,  and  all  sorts  of  mental 
studies  which  add  grace,  beauty,  charm, 
and  dignity  to  writing. 

Practical  Training. 

Every  employer  should  afford  the  mem- 
bers ot  his  staff  practical  training.  This 
should  be  given  in  business  hours.  In 
every  retail  business  there  was  a slack 
time  during  the  day.  What  was  to  hinder 
them  from  arranging  little  study  circles, 
lectures  on  selling  and  administration, 
talks  about  business  according  to  the 
needs  and  character  of  a regular  systema- 
tic training?  In  her  opinion  it  should  not 
be  considered  as  a charming  little  addition 
to  the  business,  like  welfare  work.  It 
should  be  an  inherent  part  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business,  in  the  same  way 
that  they  considered  the  care  of  the  stock 
and  the  details'  of  the  counting-house. 
Miss  Burlton  spoke  of  the  value  cif  " mer- 
chandise talks  " which  were  given  by  de- 
partmental buyers.  Every  store  -and  shop, 
she  suggested,  should  have  a library  of 
books  on  every  branch  of  merchandise, 
accountancy _joutine,  advertising.  In  con- 
clusion, .Miss  Burlton  said  the  members  of 
the  association  had  a great  opportunity  in 
devising  some  educational  sclieine.  In 
this  way  they  would  he  making  history, 
they  would  be  strengthening  their 
businesses,  and  they  would  be -serving  the 
public  far  more*  effectively  than  before. 
(Applause.) 

Miss  Burlton  then  answered  many  ques- 
tions, giving  full  details  of  the. educational 
scheme  which  is  being  carried  out  under 
- her  control. 

An  Educational  Champion. 

Miss  Catherine  Webb,  in  proposing  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Miss  Burlton,  said  she 
had  sometimes  wondered  whether  the  co- 
operative movement  was  dull  wittqjj,  slow 
minded,  or  indifferent  to  this  gieat  ques- 
tion of  education.  A good  deal  more  than 
a generation  ago  she  stood  in  that  hall 
and  urged  that  it  would  pay  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  to  teach  the  employees  tlie 
first  principles  and  practices  of  the  move- 
ment, and  to  teach  them  in  business  hours. 
She  was  delighted  that  it  was  a woman 
again  who  came  there  to  rub  that  lesson 
into  some  of  the  brains  she  saw  before  her. 
(Laughter.)  She  sincerely  hoped  that  it 
would  not  be  another  generation  before 
they  , began.  She  would  see  nothing  then 
of  the  result  of  tlie  long  years  in  which 
Blie  bad  tried  in  all  earnestness  to  make 
people  see  that  they  must  begin  by  teach- 
ing the  employees  the  principles  and 
policy  of  the  movement.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  S.  W.  Noble  (secretary  to  the 
London  branch)  seconded  the  proposal, 
"which  was  carried  with  acclamation.  This 
was  genially  acknowledged  by  Miss  Burlton. 


CO-OPERATIVE  J.P.’s  FOR 

SUFFOLK. 

Amongst  the  recent  additions  to  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Peace  for  tbe  county  of 
Suffolk  are  two  co-operators,  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Amy  and  F.  Ford. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Amy  (Eye)  is  a mem- 
ber of  tbe  National  Union  of  Railwaymen, 
and  resided  until  lately  at  Stowmarket.  He 
was.  a member  of  the  Stowmarket  Society, 
serving  on  the  management  committee  and 
acting  as  secretory  of  the  Stowmarket  Co- 
operative and  Trade  Unionist  Joint  Board. 
When  he  removed  to  Eye  lie  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  Diss  Co-operative  Society.  Mr. 
Amy  is  also  the  seoretary  of  the  Eye  Divi- 
sional Labour  Party. 

Mr.  Frederick  Ford  (Frimley)  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Ipswich  Society,  and  also  repre- 
sents the  agricultural  section  of  the 
Workers’  Union  on  the  Woodbridge  Divi- 
sional Labour  Party. 

Both  names  were  recoin  mended  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  by  the  Suffolk  Federation 
of  Trades  Councils  and  Labour  Parties. 


"AIDS  TO  THE  EMPLOYEES." 


Under  this  heading  a useful  booklet  has 
been  issued  by  the  C.W.S.  Employees’  Joint 
Committee,  of  which  Mr.  W.  Swain  is  chair- 
man and  Mr.  J.  Evans  the  secretary,  giving 
details  of  tlie  various  organisations  carried 
on  in  connection  with  the  London  branch  for 
the  benefit  of  the  staff.  Full  particulars 
are  given  of  the  health  insurance  section 
of  the  C.W.S.,  the  thrift  fund,  the  sick  and 
burial  society,  Anchor  savings  bank  and 
holiday  fund,  the  lienevolent  fund,  social 
and  recreation  club,  and  the  Hospital 
Saturday  Fund.  The  excellent  advantages 
which  tiiese  funds  offer  are  clearly  demon- 
strated. The  publicity  now  given  should 
result  , in  a still  further  increase  in  the 
number  of  subscribers  nnd  in  the  extension 
of  the  benefits  to  a wider  circle. 


SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 


At  the  Ashford  Society’s  annual  meeting 
on  Oetolier  18th,  the  speaker  was  the  Rev. 
G.  A.  Ramsay,  13. A.  (Radstock).  Evidently 
the  co-operators  of  Ashford  appreciate  the 
rev.  gentleman,  this  being  his  third  visit 
this  year. 

Arguments  for  and  against  the  affiliation 
of  the  movement  to  the  Labour  Party  will 
be  heard  at  a conference  to  be  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s 
educational  committee  at  the  Co-operative 
Institute,  Parson’s  Hill,  on  October  28th. 
Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  J.P.  (secretary  to  the  Co- 
operative Party),  will  speak  in  support  of 
the  negative  side.  . 

“ The  Place  of  Art  in  the  Labour  Move- 
ment ” will  be  dealt  with  by  Dr.  F.  H.  Hay- 
ward at  a Royal  Arsenal  Societys’  confer- 
ence, which  will  be  held  at  the  Co-operative 
Institute,  Parson’s  Hill,  on  November  11th. 
In  the  evening  there  will  be  a celebration 
in  honour  of  Schubert,  as  directed  by  Dr. 
Hayward. 


CHILDREN’S  TEA  AT 
BRIDPORT. 


A eHii.Diti.N’s  tea  and  entertainment,  the 
second  of  its  kind  in  connection  with  the 
Bridport  Society,  was  held  in  the  Drill  Hall 
on  October  7th,  and  was  a great  success. 
The  hall  was  filled  with  about  400  young 
co-operators,  and  amongst  them  were  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  children  of  the 
unemployed,  who  had  been  given  free 
tickets.  The  hall  had  been  decorated  and 
the  tables  tastefully  arranged  by  a com- 
bined committee  formed  from  the  manage- 
ment and  educational  committees,  the 
Women’s  Guild,  and  other  helpers.  The 
children  did  ample  justice  to  the  good  things 
provided  at  the -tea  tables,  all  of  which  were 
( o-operative  productions.  After  tea  an  en- 
tertainment was  given  by  Mr.  Simmontis' 
orchestra  and  party.  The  programme  con- 
sisted of  dances,  songs,  Ac.,  and  a cinema 
display.  No  body  of  entertainers  had  a 
more  appreciative  audience.  During  an  in- 
terval the  president  gave  a short  address 
to  tlie  children,  reminding  them  why  they 
were  assembled  together,  and  hoping  that, 
as  they  grew  up,  they  would  still  belong 
to  the  co-operative  society.  Before  leaving 
each  child  was  presented  with  a packet  of 
C.W.S.  sweets. 


MANAGERS  DESPAIR 


PEOPLE  MORE  SELFISH 


Speaking  at  a meeting  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Godaiming  Society  last  week,  Mr.  E. 
Bridger,  J.P.  (managing  secretary  of  the 
local  society),  said  as~  a movement  they  had 
all  along  been  too  eager  to  secure  members 
and  increase  trade  rather  than  to  instil  the 
true  principles  of  co-operation  into  those 
they  attracted.  " It  disgusts  me,”  said 
Mr.  Bridger,  " that  the  only  thing  one 
hears  from  time  to  time  absolutely  dinned 
into  one’s  ears — and  I have  had  twenty-five 
or  twenty-six  years’  association  with  the 
management  of  the  society — is  this : 4 Why 
can't  you  sell  your  sugar  at  a loss  as  well 
as  someone  else?  AN’ ell . we  could;  bill,  wc 
should  lie  expected  to  pay  dividends  all  the 
same!  The  people  of  the  present  day,”  pro- 
ceeded Mr.  Bridger,  " are  more  selfish  and 
less  inclined  to  educate  themselves  and 
broaden  their  views  than  they  were  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  I despair  myself  of  ever 
reaching  the  co-operative  goal— the  Com- 
monwealth—more  now  than  1 did  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  How  we  are  to  get  the 
people  together  and  educate  them  on  the 
right  lines  passes  my  comprehension  alto- 
gether.” 

An  address  on  " The  Co-operative  Move- 
ment and  Political  Action  ” was  delivered 
by  Mr.  S.  Rees  (Co-operative  Party 
organiser). 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 

Colchester. — Another  successful  half- 

year's  work  was  reported  at  tbe  business 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Co-openi- 
tive  Hall,  on  October  11th.  About  250 
members  attended.  Mr.  W.  J.  Salmon, 
J.P.  (president),  was  in  the  chair.  There 
were  144  applications  for  membership  re- 
ceived, bringing  the  total  on  the  register  to 
13,325.  A very  healthy  position  was  re- 
flected in  tbe  balance  sheet.  The  share 
capital,  loans,  and  small  savings  totalled 
£285,966.  The  reserve  and  insurance  funds 
stood  at  £15,471,  representing  16  per  cent, 
of  the  trading  capital  of  the  society.  The 
sales  for  the  period  under  review  had  aggre- 
gated to  £205,990,  an  average  of  £7,922  per 
week.  After  providing  for  every  liability, 
including  Corporation  Profits  Tax  and  de- 
preciation, there  remained  for  disposal  the 
sum  of  £12,380  5s.,  from  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  pay  a dividend  of  Is.  2d.  in  the 
pound  on  members’  purchases,  apply  £247 
to  educational  propaganda,  and  carry  for- 
ward a balance  of  £116  10s.  9d.  to  the  next 
half-year.  The  auditors  made  a special  re- 
port on  the  splendid  position  relating  to  the 
stocks  carried  in  the  various  departments, 
which  had  been  written  down  to  market 
value.  It  was  reported  that  a new  branch 
js  in  course  of  erection  where  both  butchery 
and  grocery  departments  will  be  opened 
early  in  the  New  Year.  The  National  Build- 
ing Guild  are  undertaking  the  work. 
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All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women’s  Pages," 
"Co-operative  News”  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


ON  BEHALF  OF  “OUR 
CIRCLE.” 


A TEN  DAYS’  GOSSIP. 

TALK  ABOUT  YOUR  TOWN'S  AND  CITY'S  AFFAIRS  : USF.  YOUR 
PRIVILEGE  AND  VOTE  STRAIGHT. 

Do  co-operative  women  realise  that  politics  have  their  basis  in  the  home? 

Home  is  the  workshop  of  the  mother,  and  until  we  realise,  as  our  Co-opera- 
tive Party  is  continually  pointing  out,  that  a perfect  home  rests  on  ballot  box 
sincerity,  we  shall  have  to  continue  enduring  things  as  they  are. 

Women  are  considered  gossips;  but  men,  too,  arc  gossips;  the  difference  is 
in  the  subject.  Whereas  some  women  talk  personalities  — and  personalities 
only— men  argue  about  what  they  read.  Let  women  start  arguing  about  public 
affairs;  let  thorn  exchange  ideas  on  things  that  really  mattor — that  is,  life 
and  health,  and  not-  personalities. 

Are  babies  and  mothers  suffering  from  lack  of  food,  due  to  the  father's 
unemployment?  Then  stir  Health  Committees  to  provide  free  milk. 

Above  all,  don't  let  our  minds  be  confused  by  the  economy  stunt.  If  we 
do,  then  we  fail  in  the  defence  of  the  homes  and  children  of  our  friends  and 
neighbours. 

And  remember  that  in  order  to  know  how  to  vote  right  in  the  municipal 
elections,  you  need  only  be  armed  with  two  papers,  the  “ Co-operative  News" 
and  " Woman's  Outlook."  These  give  a lead  to  all  doubting  ones,  and  with 
their  lead  there  is  no  need  to  fear  the  results  on  November  1st,  when  the 
English  municipal  elections  take  place,  nor  on  November  7th,  the  date  of  the 
Scottish  elections.  — 


THE  LOYALTY  WE 

DESIRE. 

ON  PRINCIPLES  ! NOT 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

There:  was  a feeling  of  sober  satis- 
faction about  the  C.W.S.  divisional  meet- 
ings, and  at  the  general  meeting  held  in 
Manchester  on  Saturday  last. 

At  one  of  the  meetings  Mr.  Tetlow 
(auditor)  said  that,  although  the  board 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  results  shown 
on  the  balance  sheet,  "they  were  the  best 
that  could  be  hoped  jor,  and  should' lead  to 
better  results  in  the  future.” 

But  the  delegates  were  not  inclined  to 
remain  satisfied  with  the  position,  and 
neither  should  anyone  be.  The  best 
that  could  be  hoped  for  under  very 
adverse  conditions  conies  far  short  of 
“ the  best  ” in  actual  accomplishment 
under  improving  conditions. 

We  are  all  of  us  beginning  to  under- 
stand clearly  the  interdependence  of  the 
three  great  factors  in  prosperity— 
capital,  trade,  and  loyalty — and  how 
more  trade  and  greater  loyalty 
works  upon  the  standing  charges  of 
wages,  rates,  taxes,  and  depreciation. 
Every  appreciable  increase  in  trade 
lowers  the  percentage  of  these  first 
charges,  and  renders  the  harsh  " econ- 
omy ” of  cutting  down  Wages  or  reducing 
depreciation  unnecessary. 

The  hope  of  the  future  is  in  the  upward 
tendency  of  trading  averages,  so  that 
there  will  be  no  need  to  call  further  upon 
the  reserves,  which  have  stood  so  severe 
a strain  during  the  last  few  years. 

The  outlook  for  the  C.W.S.  is  reflected 
back  to  the  societies,  and  from  them  to 
the  individual  members,  whose  efforts 
must  be  directed  to  increasing  their  loyal 
trading  as  far  as  possible.  The  loyalty 
we  would  like  to  see  growing  in  our  midst 
is  one  dependent  on  principles,  not  on 
advertisements.  The  co-operator  who 
knows  what  the  movement  is  and  believes 
in  the  goal  towards  which  it  is  steering 
will  not  be  tempted  or  distracted  by 
advertising  wares  or  methods  which  are 
not  of  genuine  co-operative  productions 
or  practice. 

It  is  interesting  to-  read  that  the  sys- 
tem of  Proportional  Representation  for 
the  directors  has  been  adopted.  This  is 
a step  in  the  right  direction,  and  should 
help  to  give  all  societies,  whether  large 
or  small,  fair  play  in  choosing  the  right 
men  and  women  to  guide  our  great 
central  organisation. 


WOMEN’S  OPPORTUNITY. 

The  franchise  to-day  gives  women  a 
great  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of 
civic  power,  and  the  call  that  we  make 
once  more  in  our  “ Pages  ” should  not 
only  be  to  those  prepared  to  become 
candidates  for  municipal  office,  but  to 
those  also  who  only  vote. 

The  share  which  women  can  take  in 
regulating  the  local  amenities  of  a town 
and  in  clearing  away  many  of  the  deplor- 
able plague  spots — such  as  slum  dwell- 
ings, ill-lighted  areas,  superfluous  public- 
houses — is  immense,  for  these  are 
amongst  the  questions  on  which  women 
hold  strong  opinions. 

We  know  by  now  that  the  " rate- 
payers ” are  not  a small,  select,  long- 
suffering  body  such  as  we  have  been 
foolish  enough  to  believe  they  were,  but 
that  the  whole  community  pays  rates  in 
equal  proportion,  the  slum-dweller  and 
the  widow  occupant  of  one  room  no  less 
than  the  wealthy  brewer  or  publican. 
This  is  one  good  service  that  the  Rent 
Restrictions  Act  has  taught  us.  And  we 
know  now  that  it  is  not  the  landlord,  but 
the  tenant  who  pays  the  rates,  and  it  is  for 
them  to  see  that  they  receive  equivalent 
service  in  return. 

K It  is  not  too  late  to  begin  to  study 
questions  of  citizenship.  The  classes 
provided  through  the  Women’s  Guild 
and  the  Co-operative  Union  will  be  tre- 
mendously helpful  to  any  woman  who 
desires  to  respond  to  the  call  for  service. 
And  here,  incidentally,  may  we  com- 
mend to  our  readers  the  articles  appear- 
ing month  by  month  in  our  little 
magazine,  “ Woman’s  Outlook.' ”- 


Voting  day  for  the  municipal  elections  is 
quickly  drawing  near.  Candidates  have 
been  chosen'and  are  in  the  field,  and  electors 
are  being  besought  by  all  political  parties 
to  cast  their  votes  on  the  side  of  which  each 
candidate  believes  he  or  she  is  the  better 
exponent. 

The  enfranchisement 
of  woolen  is  still  in  its 
infancy.  There  are 
scores  of  women  elec- 
tors who  have  never 
yet  used  their  newly- 
gained  privilege.  And 
thoughtful  women  are 
turning  over  in  their 
minds  what  course  to 
pursue. 

Of  course,  the  aver- 
age married  woman 
who  respects  her  hus- 
band will  turn  to  him 
for  help.  But  in  many 
instances  she  may  find 
that  he  knows  no  more 
than  herself.  And  this 
despite  the  opportuni- 
ties for ' education  and 
practical  experience  in 
government  h nude  cl 
down  from  cradle  days. 

Then  men  read  newspapers,  while  the  busy 
housewife  has  no  chance  in  this  way. 

But  where  she  has  a great  and  hitherto 
little  used  channel  for  education  is  in  con- 
tact and  gossip  with  other  women. 

There  is  scarcely  a working  woman  in  this 
land  who  does  not  spend  some  part  of  her 
life  in  conversation  with  other  women. 
What  do  they  talk  about  ? Babies,  wages, 
sickness,  high  prices,  the  penalties  imposed, 
on  producers  by  consumers,  &c.  And  all 
the  time  they  .are  talking  in  this  way  they 
are  talking  politics,  with  no  constructive 
criticism. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  intelligent  men 
talk  of  these  matters,  they  compare,  argue, 
and  suggest  plans  of  action.  And  if  nothing 


OVER  THE  TEA  CUPS. 

WOMEN  AND  THE  TRADE  GOING 
OUTSIDE. 

There  was  quite  an  amicable  feeling 
between  the  "platform"  and  the  1 floor  " 
at  the  C.W.S.  general  quarterly  meeting 
held  in  Manchester  on  Saturday  last  - show- 
ing how  optimistic  delegates  can  be  the 
moment  the  " flowing  tide."  comes  in.  Even 
Air.  Thorpe,  the  chairman,  acknowledged 
that  lie  Game  on  to.tlie  platform  with  a much 
lighter  heart  than  twelve  months  ago,  and 
hoped  his  heart  would  be  lighter  still  in  the 
near  future. 

Though  the  attendance  of  women  was  not 
quite  as  large  as  usual,  two  ventured  ques- 
tions—Miss  Whittle  and  Mrs.  Daniels  from 
Liverpool.  Unfortunately  Miss  Whittle’s 
question  with  regard  to  soap  was  ruled  out 
of  order  until  6lie  had  brought  the  matter 
before  her  society.  But  Mrs.  Daniels’  ques-’ 
tion  ro  the  C.W.S.  sending  out  corset  fitters 
elicited  the  information  that  the  C.W.S.  is 
now  preparing  for  this,  and  that  very  shortly 
C.W.S.  women  corset  fitters  will  he  on  the 
road. 

It  is  always  over  the  tea  cups,  however, 
that' one  hoars  the  remarks  of  those  whose 
word  and  trade  count — and,  on  Saturday, 
the  general  view  was  expressed  that  our 
stores  do  not  supply’  that  class  of  drapery 
goods  so  much  in  demand  with  our  younger 
people  to-day.  One  mother  of  girls  re- 
marked, “ I always  tell  them  to  go  to  the 
stores  for  what  they  want,  hut  they  say, 

‘ Oh,  mother,  what's  the  good  of  going 
there,  they  never  have  just  what  we  want, 
and  yet  we  can  get  so  easily  satisfied  any- 
where else.'  ” Others  bore  out  this  rtato- 
ment — and  there  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  ■ 
trade  adapted  to  modern  times,  which  is 
well  within  the  scope  of  the  co  operative 
movement,  is  going  outside. 

Mrs.  Daniels  expressed  the  opinion  that 
legitimate  complaints  shaft  Id  always  he 
allowed  at  the  meetings  in  order  to  secure 
quicker  redress.  More  women  should  attend 
the »3  meetings,  she  said;  it  is  they  who  are 
the  keen  shoppers,  and  it  is  only ' with -the 
backing  of  the  women  that  co-operative 
trade  will  be  restored. 


else  is  the  outcome  of  their  confabs,  they 
have  at  least  exchanged  ideas,  and  from 
that  they  begin  to  think . 

This  form  of  electioneering  lies  straight 
to  the  hand  of  every  guildswomnn.  Let 
us  all  turn  ourselves  into  “ municipal 
gossips  " for  the  next 
ten  days,  purc-ly  for 
electioneering  purposes, 
"and  not  for  discussing 
personalities. 

A chance  talk  with 
women  in  one’s  own 
street  often  reveals  the 
fact  that  the  moment 
Tommy  returns  to 
school  he  takes  cold, 
and  is  never  again  well 
during  term. 

Here  is  a splendid 
opportunity  for  a talk 
on  educational  matters. 
The  colds  complained  of 
may  be  due  to  an  ante- 
diluvian method  of 
heating- the  school.  This- 
is  the  work  of  the  edu- 
cation committee,  " and 
if  they  have  failed, 
then  they  must  not 
l>e  returned  to  the  City  Council.  Some 
alleys  god  courts  are  so  insufficiently  lighted 
that  moral  decency  is  easily  at  a discount. 
Here  again  the  Watch  Committee  is  to 
blame. 

Then  there  may  be  insufficient  condemna- 
tion of  unsuitable  houses.  A lack  of  such 
condemnation  would  never  have  been 
tolerated  had  not  vested  interests  been  at 
work.  And  what  about  the  smoke  nuisance  I 
and  municipal  washhouses? 

Next  week  we  hope  to  deal  further  with 
women  and  the  municipal  elections.  Mean- 
while, we  shall  be  ^lad  to  hear  from  any 
women  co-operative  candidates  who  are  put- 
ting up  and  to  have  copies  of  their  addresses. 


Happily,  the  danger  of  war  in  tlie 
Near  East  seems  to  be  averted.  The 
intense,  feeling  against  it  among  the 
mothers  of  the  country  is  shown  by  the 
resolutions  which  continue  to  pour  into 
the  Guild  Office  from  branches  in  all 
parts.  Several  branches  have  not  only 
passed  resolutions  at  their  own  meet- 
ings, but  have  joined  in  protest  meetings 
with  other  bodies.  One  asked  the  mayor 
to  convene  a town’s  meeting  ; another 
got  up  a public  protest  meeting  on  their 
own  account ; while  at  Desborough,  a 
little  town  of  only  4,500  inhabitants,  the 
guild  canvassed  the  town  for  signatures 
to  a protest  to  be  sent  to  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  no  fewer  than  346  .women 
voters  signed  it. 


A LEAGUE  OF  MOTHERS. 


Mrs.  C’ooside  Tenant,  the  only  woman 
British  delegate  to  the  League  of  Nations 
Assembly,  said:  — 

“ -From  tlie  minds  of  men  the  honors  of 
war  may  fade;  from  the  minds  of  the 
mothers,  who  sacrificed  more,  far  more,  than 
life,  they  will  never  fade.  There  is  a pas- 
sionate demand  in  the  heart  of  women  that 
some  way  of  settling  international  disputes 
other  than  war  must  and  shall  be  found; 
but  we  need  an  instrument  through  which 
-this  demand  can  find  expression,  and  by 
which  it  may  bo  translated  into  action.  Tlie 
League  of  Nations  is  that  instrument,  and 
it  will  not  reach  its  full  authority  and  its 
full  power  until  it  has  become  in  some  real 
sensO  a League  of  Mothers,  for  it  is  from 
the  mothers  of  the  world  that  it  will  receive 
a dynamic  power,  a driving  force,  which  is 
essential  to  it,  if  it  is  to  accomplish  suo- 
fully  a task  which  has  hitherto  baffled  all 
ages  and  all  races— tlie  task  of  establishing 
an  enduring  peace  in  which  each  nation  will 
| be  free  to  work  out  its  own  solvation." 


THE  SLOGAN, 

“ SAVE  THE  RATES,"  MUST 
BE  MET 

BY  "SAVE  THE  CHILDREN." 


Bailie  P.  J.  Dollin  (Kinning  Park)  l»5l  week 
showed  that  Glasgow  had  saved  the  rates  to 
the  extent  ol  £164.000  per  annum  by  depriv- 
ing 10,000  necessitous  children  under  five 
years  of  age  and  their  mothers  of  free  milk 
and  meals.  Is  your  town  doing  the  same, 
and  ore  you  a party  to  it?  Not  i(  you  are 
a reader  and  supporter  ol 

“WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK.” 

NOVEMBER  NUMBER  OUT  TO-DAY 


WAR  PROTESTS. 


Dear  Madam, — Do  we  women  of  tli 
operative  movement  realise  our  j„||  t°' 


and  power?  I fear  not;  ii 


* nil  Ueilcn 
3 tlij 


should  make  a bigger  st,ir  on  things  ti''1 
tier  than  we  are  doing,  and  w . jM 


i uge.s " 


certainly  be  on  the  warpath  in  the  inter" 
of  our  young  people.  When  I re;u] 
article  in  lust  week’s  " Women's  i>..„ 
on  "The  Call  of  the  Young."  | v',; 
minded  of  the  fact  of  how , durin« 
past  summer,  when  I was  cleaning  “on" 
bookcase  I came  across  a lot  of  i’-uni,  ' 
from  " Our  Circle  " and  noticed  tlit-v  ' 
on  "Tlie  Lives  of  Great  Men."  | 
how  these  cuttings  had  been  made  and 
kept  by  my  own  boys,  and  how  jn  p,.  ■ 
early  days  their  imagination  had  teen 
fired  by  reading  " Our  Circle.”  Stud, 
circles  may  be  good,  but  young  peopT 
have  a‘  greater  joy  in  action— in  doing 
things.  Who  knows  what  that  little  bov 
in  tiie  corner  might  become  if  he  only  bad 
a chance  to  bring  out  the  best  within 
himself.  At  our  last  meeting,  when  the 
"Workers’  Press"  was  introduced,  it  \vaj 
felt  there  was  great  need  for  more  eutbu- 
siasm  and  interest  to  be  taken  in  the 
young  co-operators  of  to-day,  and  that 
more  literature  should  he  circulated  on 
their  behalf. — Yours  truly. 

Nelson.  D.  Smith, 


ENCOURAGEMENT  AND 

CRITICISM. 

Dear  Madam, — As  a supporter  of  the  co- 
operative press,  1 was  interested  in  the 
article,  " The  Call  of  the  Young,”  in  the 
" Women's  Pages  " recently,  and  should  like 
to  suggest  that  " Our  Circle  " he  reorganised 
on  similar  lines  to  the  “ Children's  News- 
paper." At  the  present  time  our  young 
people’s  magazine,  though  very  interesting, 
is  badly  printed  on  poor  paper.  I wish 
you  every  success  in  your  endeavours  ’to 
strengthen  " Our  Circle." — I remain,  yours 
si  merely , J.  He  w.so.x 

Cornwall. 

[We  are  glad  to  print  two  correspondents’ 
letters,  because  of  the  appreciation  they 
throw  upon  our  young  people’s  magazine. 
It  is  good  to  know  that  our  endeavours 
to  give  the  light  sort  of.  food  in  ‘ Our 
Circle  ” is  valued.  We  realise  that 
always  our  efforts  must  reach  forward 
to  a bettor  standard  of  production,  and 
we  do  not  reveal  any  .secret  when  we  say 
that  the  matter  is  receiving  tlie  attention 
of  the  board  of  the  N.C.P.S.,  whose 
hands  can  be  immensely  st-ivngtlieiiell  hy 
more  letters  of  their  character.— Ed., 
" Women’s  Pages."] 


VALUE  OF  ADVERTISING. 

Dkah  Madam, — Can  you  please  tell  me 
if  the  enclosed  advertisement  of  what  is 
described  as  the  London  Co-operative 
Store  is  a bona-fide  co-operative  society  or 
not?  I think  it  must  be  very  misleading 
to  our. women  to  see  these  glaring  adver- 
tisements if  they  do  not  belong  to  us.  1 
can’t  find  any  such  address  in  my  y- 
operative  Directory,  and  have  come  to  tlie 
conclusion  that  it  is  not  a true  co-operative 
store. — Yours,  &c.,  Mary  E.  Fish. 

[The  store  our  correspondent  refers  to  is 
not  a member  of  the  C.W.S.  nor  the  Co- 
operative Union,  therefore  not  a genuine 
co-operative  store. — Ed.,  "Womens 

Pages.”] 


FIXED  PRICES  AM)  LOYALTV. 


At  the  last  Nottingham  Di  

conference,  held- at  Netlierfield,  an  ;ul,.r ‘ 
was  given  by  Mrs.  Adamson 
Council  member)  on  “Our  Movement i - 
Progress  and  Our  Duties."  After  ex  pi  . 
ing  how  the  first  shop  was  opened,  am 
trials  and  difficulties  of  the  early  " 
the  speaker  went  on  to  urge  the 

t depend^ 

Guild,  si? 


;rict  Guild 


to  use  their  common-sense  wlien  '-j 

capitalistic  papers  of  to-day,  and  she  sli  , 
how  the  success  of  the  movement  aepe 
on  the  women.  The  Women'- 


on  tne  women.  me  lSj. 

said,  had  taught  the  women  their  req  . 
bdity  to  the  movement.  During  uuenil  ^ 
ment,  management  commiltees  shorn  ^ 
their  goods  as  cheap  as  possible,  s ■ 
members  could  spend  their  money  * n 
movement.  Fixed  prices  had  helped 
to  be  loyal  to  their  societies. 


Mrs.  Unsworth  has  now  retinue  (o:,st. 
from  a month’s  stay  on  the  Las-  ||UlV 
Writing  on  Monday,  she  says  ‘ 1 .ni| 
hoping  to  get  gradually  stronger,  a > ' (|. 

lie  at  the  Sectional  Council  meeting  , i,^, 

Days’  School  on  Tuesday  and  '* ' 
next  week;  hut-till  after  Chnstnrn ' 
curtnil  speaking  engagements,  I. 


organising  work. 
• Women’s  Pages. 


tlinuk 


nil 


kite" 
Dam.ud 


carrying 
through  our 

who  have  sent  me  kind  messaj 
of  sympathy. 

A new  guild  was  opened  at  All,|;i* 
Castle  recently,  when  Mr.  •>  ' t hL' 

(tlie  society’s  president)  0('cU,,cofnplet° 
chair,'  and  said  no  society' was  Lu|ld. 
without  a branch  of  the  ^ nddre" 


Mrs.  Close  (Stockton)  gave  a short  -7  ^rs 
“ "*  ’ “ nflie 


person  was  presented  with 1 a - 
“ Co-operative  News." 
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**  OUR  OWN  PRESS. 

LEEDS  TAKES  UP  THE  CUDGELS  : THE  CHEAP  MAGAZINES 
FOR  WOMEN  AND  YOUNG  PEOPLE. 


fiitiiK  is  no  better  organised  and  no 
, enthusiastic  body  in  the  Women’s 
Jf,iU  movement  to-day  than  that  of  the 
"Vi  Executive,  on  which  are  represented 
V tliirt v-one  guild  branches  belonging  to 
he  feeds  Society.  And  certainly  there 
vor'  "as  a more  enthusiastic  nor  a more 
'tentative  gathering  than  that  which 
'ielublecl  in  the  People's  Hall,  last  week, 
^ listen  to  Airs.  Bam'ford  Tomlinson  speak 
1 behalf  of  “ Our  Own  Press,”  Over 
delegates  attended — “ quite  a minia- 
Z congress.  " said  Mrs.  Armytage.  of 
• educational  committee  and  chairman 
, die  guild  executive,  who  occupied  the 
hair.  Not  only  was  the  floor  representa- 
ire,  hut  the  platform,  too,  was  well  occu- 
pied with  past  and  present  guild  and 
sociot v officials,  including  Miss  Oration 
ami  Mrs.  Bannister  (secretary  to  the  exe- 
utive)  whilst  among  the  representatives 
nore  Councillor  T.  Spencer  (Secretary),  Mr. 
i ('.  Gratiou,  J.P.  (chairman),  Airs.  Slaid 
iin,l  Mr.  Alarsden  (educational  committee). 

Questions  Needing  Answers. 

Pealing  with  the  influence  of  the  Press 
of  to-day.  Airs.  Tomlinson,  after  showing 
jiow  it  has  become  commercialised  and 
ton-  to-day  newspapers  are  run  in  the 
interests  of  trade,  referred  to  the  cheap 
magazines  turned  out  by  the  press  for 
fomen  and  young  people.  Did  reading 
„f  this  sort  make  the  readers  any 
bappxer,  any  brighter  of  brain,  any  more 
alert  of  energy!'  Did  such  reading  shed 
any  light  on  the  difficulties  of  the  workers’ 
lives.  Did  it  furnish  subjects  of  "cheerful 
discussion  with  one’s  family  or  friends? 
Did  it  give  any  facts  which  help  to  explain 
movements  going  on  in  the  world  about 
us?  Did  it  help  the  readers  in  their 
kitchen  cupboards?  Was  the  household 
dinner  any  better  cooked,  because  one  read 
of  the  reckless  luxury  of  the  table  of  some 
vulgar  rich?  Was  the  girl  or  woman  of 
honest  small  means  aided  towards  beauty 
and  utility  in  her  economical  wardrobe  by 
reading  of  “ ropes  of  penrls  ” and  of  the 
regardless  use  of  costly  fabrics  so  delicate 
that  they  could  he  worn  but  once  or  twice? 

Evil  Influence  of  the  Press. 

What  they  had  to  remember  was.  that 
such  trashy  periodicals  cost  money,  and 
the  pence  spent  upon  them  was  as  truly 
wasted  as  if  spent  on  some  poison.  The 
money  was  paid  into  the  hands  ‘ of 
the  worst  form  of  competitive  capitalism 
—of  a capitalism  which  was  trafficking  not 
only  with  material  and  money,  but  with 
lives  and  souls;  was  playing  a ‘‘double- 
faced  game  in  politics  ; was  ready  to  raise 
a war-scare  and  “ send  up  the  circulation  ” ; 
r a~  capitalism  which  pandered  to  sensa- 


WOMEN  FOR  BARTER 
TRADE. 

WHAT  THE  C.W.S.  SHOULD  DO. 

'-International  Co-operation  ” was  the 
subject  dealt  with  by  Airs.  Daniels  (Sec- 
tional Council)  at  the  Rochdale  district  con- 
ference at  Heywood  last  week.  At  the  out- 
w she  explained  the  important  part  women 
Played  at  the  'International  Conference  held 
at  Basle  last  year. 

International  Trade,  explained  the 
speaker,  had  broken  down  because  the  cur- 
roncy  had  fallen,  and  never  was  there  a 
hme  more  opportune  for  it  to  be  re-estab- 
hshed  through  co-operative  channels.  Be- 
caus©  the  currency  was  so  low  in  many 
Njuntries,  trade  would  have  to  he  done  by 
mo  barter  system.  The  Agricultural  Pur- 
k°ses  Committee  had  worked  the  barter 
?stem  most  successfully  in  Ireland,  and  it 
^ind  be  just  as  simple  to  work  it  inter- 
nationally with  experts  at  the  head.  The 
movement,  extending  its  activities  into 
erc:ry  branch  of  production,  stood  in  a 
jnnpie  position  as  regards  barter  trade.  The 
Jo  essentials  to  carry  out  the  scheme!  would 
. an  international  committee,  engaged  in 
lung  out  the  needs  of  the  various  coun- 
os,  and  a central  clearing  house. 

War  the  90vernnient  could  not  solve  the 
<omil-UeiStl0n’  tbe  co-operative  movement 
FriMwii  0 ,h0-  by  . international  trading, 
th  'Uly  relationships  would  exist  between 
will,  Ua  ,10ns  "’bo  had  fair  business  dealings 
'H1  ,«ach  other. 

tbe  C (Heywood)  wished  to  know  if 

Mr.  iiV?i-,f2Xour«d  international  trading. 
W”  W'U  (Heywood)  asked  if  the  trouble 
Cl,.;  i n iurkey  and  Greece  would  make  the 
(ouch  fruit  dearer-  .and  ‘f  we  were  in 
Mr  W'ri  c?-°Porntor8  in  Greece. 

"oilin' i Daniels  explained  that  sultanas 
(ion*  n,  t ,sfarcer  as  a result  of  the  condi- 
to  u ur  “tore,  and  showed  the  advantage 
in  from  dealing  with  co-operators 

fortune  lus(ead  °f  private  traders.  Un- 
tii’e  -V’  therp  was  no  strong  co-opera- 
Mpu>»ntion  in  Greece. 
possit,'  \ur,'er  afd<ed  if  it  would  ever  he 
Mrs  n • , 0 avvay  with  capitalism,  and 
tw'n  *'n,iols  explained  the  difference  be- 
tive  caP>tali8m  and  capital.  The  co-operu- 
^pitril 0vfen!cnt  hud  been  built  up  by  the 
taiijjt;-  °\  V10  workers,  hut  it  was  the  copi- 
es ?yRtem  they  were  living  under  that 
had  U;ulng  to  destroy  what  the  workers 
Mrs  VP  with,  their  savings, 
in  n10‘  gtandrmgi  (district  president)  waB 


tionnlism,  sensuality,  and  selfishness, 
which  was  eating  into  the  characters  of  the 
workers,  and  who  in  turn  were  providing 
the  money,  the  sinews,  to  make  war  on 
the  very  ones  from  whom  the  capital  was 
obtained.  At  one  time  the  workers  iTad 
no  papers  of  their  own,  but  to-day  co- 
operators  had  their  own  “ News,”  which 
was  bound  by  no  sectarian  limit  or  shib- 
boleth of  any  sort;  the  “ Alillgate 
Alonthly,”  “ Our  Circle,”  and  “ Woman's 
Outlook,”  each  one  performing  its  own 
part  and  standing  faithfully  to  its  post. 
Pleading  for  a better  . circulation  of  all 
these  periodicals,  Airs.  Tomlinson  urged 
the  necessity  of  stores  starting  bookshops, 
and  of  special  people  being  appointed  to 
see  that  the  copies  were  effectively  distri- 
buted. 

The  Young  People's  Plea. 

The  discussion  at  the  auxiliaries  meeting 
on  Saturday,  over  which  Air.  J.  C.  Gvntion, 
J.P.,  presided,  was  taken  part  in  by  several 
representatives.  Airs.  Armytage  told  how 
she  had  tried  ways  of  selling  the  ” News,” 
but  the  paper  was  of  no  interest  to  those  not 
interested  in  the  movement.  Air.  Newell, 
secretary  of  the  Comrades’  Circle  Executive', 
thought  “ Our  Circle  ” was  too  childish,  and 
how  Leeds  comrades  favoured  separate 
papers — that  for-the  comrades  to  he  on  the 
lines  of  the  “Woman’s  Outlook.”  Airs 
Smith  also  agreed  that  more  should  ho  done 
for  the  young  people,  while  Mr.  Harwell, 
Alen’s  Guild  secretary,  thought  the 
” News  ” should  be  subsidised  by  the  move- 
ment. Mr.  Applegarth  said  it  was  darkest 
Leeds  so  far  as  the  “ News  ” was  concerned, 
and  the  paper  was  subsidised  at  that. 
Mrs.  Johnson  (Otley)  claimed  “ Woman's 
Outlook  ” as  the  best  women’s  paper  pub- 
lished, the  “ Millgate  Alonthly”  being 
also  one  of  the  best  literary  magazines. 
Airs.  Bannister  said  cheers  should  be  raised 
for  the  “ Woman’s  Outlook.” 

Free  Paper  Patterns. 

At  the  Monday  afternoon  meeting,  when 
Airs.  Armytage  presided.  Alis.s  Gratiou 
opened  the  discussion,  stating  that  the 
number  of  Leeds  readers  of  the  “News” 
was  small  because  whereas  the  paper  should 
be  neutral  in  politics,  it  was  to-day  political 
— they  might  say  belonged  to  one  political 
organisation.  After  complaining  about  file 
delay  cf  reports  appearing  in  the  “ Women’s 
Pages  ” she  moved  the  vote  of  thunk*,  which 
Airs.  Thomas  seconded.  Until  w,»  do  read 
our  literature  and  take  to  heart  its  instrui- 
tion,  we  shall  never  see  the  new  world, 
said  Airs.  Thomas,  who  'also  moved  the 
resolution  asking  the  N.C.P.S.  to  consider 
the  issuing  cf  free  paper  patterns. 

The  two  resolutions  were  carried,  together 
with  one  condemning  war  on  any  pretext. 


Lati;  Alns.  Booth. 


DEATH  OF  MRS.  BOOTH 

(DERBY). 


It  is  with  very- 
deep  regret  that  we 
have  to  record  the 
death  of  Airs.  J. 
E.  Booth,  of  Derby, 
who  passed  away 
on  Friday  last 
week  at  the  age 
of  sixty-four  years. 

Airs.  Booth  will 
he  remembered  as 
the  national  presi- 
dent of  the 
Women’s  Guild 
when  the  Congress 
took  place  at  Brad- 
ford, and  her  pre- 
sence will  be  re- 
called at  many  Co- 
operative Congresses. 

To  Midland  co-operators,  Alls.  Booth 
will  always  be  remembered  not  only  as  an 
active  worker,  but  as  a staunch  and  true 
friend.  Her  membership  with  the  Derby 
Society  dates  from  1897,  when  she  joined 
the  Women’s  Guild  and  became  local 
branch  secretary — a position  she  held  for 
nine  years — in  addition  to  being  n 

member  of  the  Guild  Afidland  Sectional 
Council  until  1917,  when  she  was  returned 
a member  of  the  Central  Committee. 

Along  with  all  this  work,  Airs.  Booth 
found  time  to  bo  interested  in  her  society’s 
doings,  attending  many  meetings.  Especially 
was  she  interested  in  the  educational  side 
of  the  movement,  being  the  teacher  of  the 
first  junior*  classes  started  by  the  Derby 
Society.  Even  up  to  two  years  ago  she 
was  a member  of  Her  society’s  educational 
committee,  and  it  was  only  after  being 
returned  to  the  management  committee 
that  she  relinquished  this  office. 

By  n very  sad  coincidence,  Airs.  Booth 
was  to  have  presided  over  the  opening  of 
the  C.W.S.  Exhibition  being  held  all  this 
week  in  connection  with  the  Derby  Society, 
and  on  Thursday  Inst  was  opened 
by  Mrs.  Cottrell  (C.W.S.  director).  Such 
was  her  value  to  the  society  that  the  com- 
mittee selected  her  for  this  honour, 
hoping  that  she  might  be  able  to  attend, 
despite  her  -illness,  for  it  was  not  antici- 
pated that  the  end  was  so  near. 

The  interment  took  place  at  Derby  on 
Tuesday  last,  when  representatives  from 
various  co-operative  organisations  werb 
present.  She  leaves  a husband  and  one 
son,  to  whom  wei  extend  our  si'ncercst 
sympathy. 


TRADE  MUST  BE  WON 
BACK. 

At  a recent  reunion  of  members  of  the 
Plymouth  Guild,  when  over  400  were 
present,  the  chief  guest  of  till©  evening 
was  Miss  Honorn  Enfield  (general  secre- 
tary of  the  Guild),  who  was  accorded  a 
warm  reception. 

Miss  Enfield  said  that  the  times  were 
grave  ones  for  co-operation.  Unemploy- 
ment had  robbed  co-operation  of  much  of 
its  trade,  which  must  b©  won  back.  The 
success  of  the  trade  campaign  would 
depend  upon  the  united  efforts  of  each 
one.  The  success  of  international  trade 
depends  also  upon  the  efforts  of  every 
member,  for  the  structure  of  co-operative 
trade,  nationally  and  internationally,  was- 
built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  local  wtore 
and  the  individual  purchases  of  every 
woman.  The  way  had  already  been  paved 
for  an  International  Women’s  Guild,  and 
by  means  of  the  international  women’s 
committees,  British  guildswomen  were 
linked  up  with  the  women  of  other 
countries.  By  the  use  of  Esperanto  this 
comradeship  could  be  made  much  closer. 

During  the  interval  a gold  bangle  was 
presented  to  Airs.  Harris,  retired  treasurer 
of  the  Plymouth  Guild. 


For  lack  of  space  Central  Committee 
minutes  and  many  reports  are  held  over. 

The  Oldham  district  committee  members 
organised  a whist  drive  and  social  recently, 
to  raise  funds  for  Congress  expenses.  Pro- 
ceeds amounted  to  over  £6.  Prizes  were 
given  by  the  district  committee  members. 

At  the  executive  council  meeting  of  the 
South-Western  Section  of  the  Women’s 
(iuild,  a resolution  was  passed  calling  upon 
the  Government  to  stop  the  concentration 
of  troops  in  the  Near  East,  and  refer  the 
question  foF  settlement  to  the  League  of 
Nations. 


DISMISSING  MARRIED 
WOMEN. 


Some  novel  points  were  brought  out  oil 
the  question  of  “ .Married  Women  and  Paid 
Positions,”  introduced  by  Airs.  AI  Ard  (Sec- 
tional Council)  at  the  Two  Days’  School  Held 
last  week  in  the  Oldham  district.  Sh© 
warned  the  women  against  the  question 
being  used  as- an  election  cry.  If  they  ob- 
jected to  married  women  in  ' industry.  ‘ they 
would  create  a division  in  the  ranks  of  the 
workers.  Very  little  was  said  about  women 
bccupying  menial  positions,  the  excuse 
being  made  that  such  women  were  com- 
pelled through  circumstances  to  seek  em- 
ployment. 

It  was  incredible  splendid  women  should 
have  given  their  lives  for  the  cause  of 
women's  suffrage,  and  we  were  now  throw- 
ing away  the  power-  of  the  franchise  by  de- 
barring married  women  from  working. 
During  the  war  women  doctors  were  refused 
posts  because  they  were  single,  and  to-day 
the  married  women  were  being  dismissed  for 
single  applicants.  The  dismissal  of  married 
women  meant  that  men  would  be  offered 
the  posts  at  a low  wage,  and  the  grand  prin- 
ciple of  the  trade  union  movement  would  be 
swept  aside. 


A conference  was  held  in  the  Oldham  dis- 
trict last  week,  when  Airs.  Bevan  (Sectional 
Council)  spoke  on  “ The  Trade  Campaign..”- 
She  advised  the  forming  of  local  propaganda 
committees,  consisting  of  two  guild  mem- 
bers, two  employees,  and  four  representa- 
tives from  the  education  and  management 
committees,  as  well  as  a canvasser.  The 
C.W.S.  could  compete,  she  maintained,  with 
any  private  trader,  both  in  quality  and 
price.  Each  member  must  realise  that  by 
loyalty  to  the  society  they  would  bring  down 
working  expenses,  and  increased  trade  and 
profits  meant  a higher  dividend. 


A ffiload&vti: 


to  all  who  enjoy  a 
cup  of  good  Tea, 
yet  constantly  deny 
themselves  because 
of  dyspepsia. 

The  Good  Health 
Mascot  broadcasts 
his  message : — 

TRY 

c.w.s.  Digestive 
Tea  Tips. 
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D.  per 

quarter 

lb. 


c.w.s.  Digestive 
tea  Tips. 


ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORE. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


fConnESPONDENTS  ore  requested  lo  write  In  Ink,  on 
on?  fiile  of  the  paper,  distinctly  ond  briefly,  stating 
ogo  -soi,  occupation,  .-.nd  symptoms,  using  dislinctlT* 
••  noms-de-phune " or  Initials,  but  also  giving  real 
name*  mid  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  be  ©on- 
lidered.  Address.  ” The  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  News.  • 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchcetor.  1 


“■Hydro.” — I agree  with  the  finding  of 
tlie  Medical  Board,  and  I do  not  think  that 
the' malaria  or  the  quinine  were  blameable 
as  the  cause  of  the  condition. 

“Old  Aon  ” (second  reply). — It  is  good 
lo  know  that  there  is  n,o  sugar  in  the  urine. 
Try  bathing  with  hot  water,  followed  by 
the  application  of  resinol  ointment.  Thanks 
for  your  good  words  re  our  Medical  Column. 

“ Crank.'1 — The  existence  of  diabetes  can 
be  ascertained  by  examination  of  the  urine; 
but  of  course  the  “ itching  in  the  back  ” 
may  be  present  without  diabetes.  Fop  the 
condition  of  the  feet,  wash  with  hot  soap 
and  water,  dry  well,  and  apply  powdered 
boracic  acid. 

“ L.  D." — “Change"  is  the  probable 
cause  of  your  troubles,  and  for  this, 
patience  and  time  alone  can  help  you.  For 
the  constipation  take  no  medicine  and  not 
much  tea,  but  plenty  «sf  coarse  ioods  with 
fruit  and  green  vegetables,  ns  so  often 
advised  in  this  Column. 

Friend  in  Need  (“  E.  S.  T.1’). — Unless  I 
am  much  mistaken,  the  “ friend"  is  really 
yourself,  and  the  best  advice  1 can  give  you 
is  to  continue  to  act  upon  the  advice  of  the 
doctor,  who  is  probably  right  in  his  diag- 
nosis and  treatment,  which  will  in  time 
result  in  your  recovery. 

“ Marco.” — You  cannot  do  better  than 
continue  the  treatment  your  own  doctor  has 
advised.  At  your  age  such  a combination 
of  symptoms  as  you  describe  is  likely  to 
prove  tedious  in  being  recovered  from.  So 
have  patience  with  them  and  with  your 
doctor. 

“Worried  Wife." — The  “ pains'  in  the 
head  ” are  probably  neuralgic,  and  the  cause 
is  probably  neurasthenia,  from  being  “ run 
down,”  from  overwork  at  his  “ job"  in  an 
unwholesome  atmosphere.  Hot  fomenta- 
tions will  relieve  the  pain,  but  better  surely 
is  it  to  try  and  prevent  than  to  “cure" 
it,  if  possible. 

Gall  Stones  (“  J.  0.  F."). — Gall  stones 
can  neither  be  dissolved  nor  “ crushed  and 
evacuated.”  The  only"  effective  treatment 
is  by  operation;  and  candour  compels  me 
to  say  that  even  this  is  “ no  guarantee 
that  there  will  be  no  further  accumula- 
tion " — a second  operation  is  sometimes 
necessary. 

“Tweeds." — (1)  The  boy  was  probably 
born  with  the  deficiency,  (2)  which  is  no 
deterrent  -to  marriage  and  probable  parent- 
age. (3)  For  the  slight  hesitancy  of 
speech  you  cannot  do  much  beyond  patient 
training  and  practice  and  strengtliening 
the  general  constitution.  It  is  of  nervous 
origin  due  to  the  child’s  general  condition. 

“ Maud.” — As  you  give  no  details — 
neither  age  nor  occupation,  nor  symptoms 
other  than  “ liverish-looking  complexion  " — 
it  is  difficult  to  diagnose  and  prescribe  for 
you.  But  I judge  it  is  not  due  te>  jaundice, 
which  affects  the  entire  body  in  addition 
to  the  face,  and  that  it  is  not  of  serious 
importance. 

Burning,  Tired  Feet  in  Summer,  Cold 
in  Winter  (“Tired  Feet  "). — Deficient 
circulation  is  probably  the  cause  of  the 
condition,  especially  at  sixty-four  years  of 
age,  and  with  insufficient  out-of-doors 
exercise  in  your  case.  In  summer,  bathe 
with  vinegar  and  water,  drying  well  and 
dusting  with  boracic  acid  powder.  In 
winter  use  bed-socks. 

Phlegm  in  the  Chest  (“  C’hessels," 
Bristol). — Here  is  such  a “recipe"  as  you 
ask  for: — Compound  tincture  of  camphor, 
2 drachms;  6yrup  of  squills,  half-an-ounce ; 
ipecacuanha  wine,  half-an-ounce  ; carbonate 
of  ammonia’,  3 drachms ; spirit  of  chloro- 
form, 2 drachms;  infusion  of  senega  to  8 
ounces.  One  tablespoonful,  in  hot  water, 
when  the  cough  and  phlegm  are  trouble- 
some. 

“ Handel." — Pain  in  the  back  has  no 
necessary  connection  with  kidney  disease. 
Your  trouble  is  probably  vesical  (bladder), 
and  the  advice  to  “ try  gin  or  whiskey  ” is 
altogether  wrong.  Try  this  medicine  : — 
Liquor  potassne,  1 drachm;  tincture  of 
hyoscyamus,  2 drachms;  tincture  of  squills, 
2 drachms;  peppermint  water  to  8 ounces. 
One  tablespoonful  three  times  a day.  It  is 
good  of  you  to  speak  of  our  Medical  Replies 
as  sometimes  brief,  but  very  much  to  the 
point. 

“Constant  Reader." — Your  own  diag- 
nosis as  to  the  oause  of  your  complaint, 
viz.,  Your  excessive  indulgence  in  sugar, 
is  probably  correct;  and  if  so,  the  treat- 
ment is  indicated,  viz.,  “ slackening  it  off." 
In  addition,  you  should  lessen  the  quantity 
of  meat  of  all  kinds,  -and  take  this  medicine 
for  a week  at  a time,  leaving  ofJU'or  a week, 
and  resuming  for  another  week  until  relief: 
Salicylate  of  soda,  2 drachms;  tincture  of 
caluniba,  2 drachms;  - aromatic  spirit  of 
ammonia,  2 drachms;  peppermint  water  to 
N ounoes.  One  tablespoonful  three  times  a 
day. 


STOCKPORT  SMALLWARES  CO-OPERATIVE 
PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Manufacturers  of  the  "LARIAT"  Boot  and  Shoe 
Laces,  also  Braces,  Suspenders,  Elastic  Webs, 
Braids,  Paris  Bindings,  and  Braid  Trimmings. 
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CALENDAR. 


OCTOBER. 

Mon’s  Guild  (London  District).— Conference  at 
tile  Royal  Amount  Society’s  Guest  House, 
Shornells,  nt.  3 pan.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
•’The  Men’s  Guild:  Its  Work  ond  Develop- 


i the  Viltuge  Hull,  Ouilbv,  at  3 p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : iMr.  Mercer’s  paper, 

entitled  " Trade  und  Capitol  ";  to  be  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  II.  Clayson  (Central  Hoard). 

, North-Wcst’eru  Educational  Association  (South- 
West  Yorkshire  Group).— Conference  at  65, 

Sunbridge-road,  Bradford,  at  3-16  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : ” Co-operative  Classes 
anil  Class  Work."  Paper  by  |M r.  W.  P. 
Watkins  (Co-operative  Union). 

, North-Western  Section.— Bolton  District  Confer- 
ence, ill  (he  Oongrt^jut  tonal  School,  Lcigh- 
road,  Westhoughton,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
consideration  : Mr.  (1.  Riddle’s  Congress 

paper;  to  bo  introduced  by  Mr.  H.  Jackson 
(executive  committee). 

, North-Western  Scolion. — Manchester.  District 

Conference,  on  the  C.W.S.  Promises,  Bal- 
loon-street, Manchester,  at  2-45  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  consideration  : " Mutual  Aid  in 

Education  ” ; to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  8. 
Fairbrother  (sectional  board). 

, Nort  h-Western  Section. — Rosscndale  District 
Conference,  in  ttio  Co-operative  Hall,  Eden- 
flold,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  tor  discussion  : 
" The  CX> -operative  Party  : Its  Policy,  Activi- 
ties, ond  Needs."  Address  by  Mrs.  E.  M. 
Christie. 

, Southern  Sectional  Conference,  at  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Room,  Lemnn-street,  London,  El, 
nt  2-30  p. ill.  Subject  for  discussion  : Mr. 
G.  Riddle’s  Congress  paiwr;  to  be  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  It.  Ifihberd  (secretary, 
Southern  Section). 

, South-Western  Section. — Bristol  and  Somerset 
District  Conference,  at  the  Co-operative  Hull, 
Berkeley -street,  Watcot,  Hath,  at  3-15  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : Mr.  G.  Riddle's  Con- 
gress paper;  to  he  introduced  by  Mr.  A.  II. 
Dawkins  (secretary,  Bath  ond  Twerlon 
Society). 

Women’s  Guild  (Nortbern  Section). — Annual 
Conference  and  Two  Days’  School,  in  the 
Co-operative  Hull.  Priest  gale,  Darlington, 
commencing  at  2-30  p.m.  Address  by  Mrs. 
Barton.  Subject  : " Housing  : Its  Relation 
to  Health,  Ac." 

'll.  Women’s  Guild. — Birmingham  and  Coventry 
District  Conference,  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  N linen  toil,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Taxation  as  it  Affects  the 

Consumer.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  Prosser  (National 
President). 

I.  Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educational  Asso- 
ciation.— Conlerence  in  the  Board  Room.  86, 
Foregnte-street,  Chester,  al  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion : " Some  Social  Problems  ol 
To-day.  Speaker,  Mr.  Jotin  J.  Clarke, 
M.A.  (Liverpool  University). 

,,  Women’s  Guild. — Caldcrdale  District  Confer- 
ence,-in  tho  Co-operative  Cafe,  Brigliouse, 
at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Mar- 
ried Women  in  Paid  Positions."  Speaker, 
Mrs.  Whitehead,  C.C.  (Leeds). 

!.  Association  r.f  Joint  Committees  of  Manage- 
ment. ( Manchester  District).— Annual  Meet- 
ing, in  Hie  Co-operative  Hall,  R owsley -street, 
Berwick,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" The  Co-©pvrative  Press  and  its  Place  in 
the  Movement.’’  Address  by  Mr.  J.  A, 
Flanagan  (editor-in-chief,  " Co-operative 
News  " and  allied  publications). 

, Butchers'  Retail  Association. — Meeting  in  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  Ellcsmere-slreet,  Leigh,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for-  discussion  ; ."  Modern 
Methods  of  Refrigeration."  Address  by  Mr. 
S.  R.  Churchill. 

„ North-Wostefn  Section.— Rochdale  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Cooperative  Hall,  51,  Bolton- 
street,  Rumsbott-oui,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
consideration  : " Publicity  and  Advertising 
io  be  introduced  by  Mr.  W.  II.  Brown 
(Publicity  Department,  C.W.S.). 

,,  North-Western  Sectional  Conference,  in  the 
Salem  United  Methodist  Church,  Dewsbury, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Farming 
by  Co-operative  Societies  to  be  introduced 
by  Mr.  K.  Jackson  (C.W.S.  Agricultural 
Department). 


RATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTBIBUTIVE 
A ALLIED  WOBKEBS-Thc  N.U.D.A.W. 

‘THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Readable  " Trade  Union 
Paper.  Published  fortnightly 
Saturdays).  Price  2d. 
. i branch  secretaries,  or  3d. 
post  free  from  Cen'ral  Office — 
Oakley."  Wilmslow  Road, 
F allow  field,  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


DRAPER.— HEAD-SALESMAN  Wanted  to  take  full 
charge  ot  Drafiery  Department;  must  be  a good 
stoekkeeper  and  able  to  control  stall;  trade  union  rate 
of  wages. — Applicants  to  state  age  and  experience,  ond 
enclose  three  copies  of  recent  testimonials,  to  be 
addressed  to  Manager,  Wisliaw  Co-operative-  Society 
Lid.,  endorsed  " Dru)>er.”  Applications  to  be  received 
riot  lafer  than  first  post  on  Thursday,  October  26th. 

GROCERY. — First-class  MAN  Required  to  buy  for 
Grocery  and  to  take  charge  of  department ; keen 
buyer;  able  to  supervise  warehouse  and  18  grocery 
branches;  annual  trade  £300,000. — Apply,  stating  full 
particulars,  to  Committee,  Ipswich  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  Carr-slrect;  Ipswich.  Applications  to  be  en- 
dorsed ” Grocery  Buyer.” 


C CENTS’  OUTFITTING  DEPARTMENT.— Smart  AS- 
X SISTANT  Required;  one  with  a thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  business.— Write,  stating  age,  experience, 
Ac.,  to  Outfit  Committee,  Ipswich  Co-operative 
SocietyLtd^ ■_ 

HOliWII  II  l.NDI’Sl  HI  \I.  Cn  nl’Elt  M l\  E SUCIEI  V 
LTD.,  86,  Lee-lnne,  ITorwieli,  near  Bolton, 
Danes. — The  Committee  of  the  above  society  desire  lu. 
Ihank  all  applicants  for  Hie  position  of  BOOT  and 
SHOE  MANAGER  and  BUYER,  and  to  say  Hint  Hie 
position  has  now  been  lilted.  . 

Representatives  Required,  with  good  connec- 
tion among  retail  co-operative  societies,  to  sell 
i article  oi  daily  use  in  all  households. — Reply,  with 
oicty’s  references,  to  ” Light,"  c/o  Pratt  and  Co., 
51.  Chancery-lane,  London. 

THE  Committee  oi  the  ITaworth  IndustrinUCb-opera- 
tive  Society  Ltd.  desire  to  llinnk  all  applies 


THE  Tredegar  Industrial  And  Provident  Society  Lid. 

Require  a DEPARTMENTAL  MANAGER  lot  their 
Outfitting  Department,  to  act  under  supervision  of 
general  manager;  applicants  must  be  well  up  in  the 
bespoke  trade,  good  salesmen,  window-til essers,  and 
hast  experience  ol  leakage  systems;  applicants  must 
enclose  two  recent  testimonials,  stating  age,  experience, 
anil  .-.alary  required.— Only  experienced  men  need" 
apply  to- the  General  Manager,  Tredegar,  Mon.  En- 
velopes must  be  endorsed  " Outfitting  Department." 
All  Applications  must  bo  in  by  Tuesday,  October  24th. 

THE  MARKET  HARBOROUG1I  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY  LTD. — Tlie  Committee  invite  applica- 
tions for  a CONFECTIONER;  well  up  in  the  trade; 
only  those  with  experience  need  apply;  a new  busi- 
ness; splendid  position;  new  shop;  new  bakehouse; 
4,000  members.— Apply,  stating  nge,  wage,  and  experi- 
■e,  and  giving  references  or  copies  of  teattmonials, 
livssed  " Confectioner,”  C'o-r>i>orntive  Society  - Ltd., 
High-street,  Market  Ilarborotigli,  Leicester. 


them  the  position  bus  boon  Ailed. 

TAILOR’S  WORKING  FOREMAN  Wanted;  tho- 
roughly  experienced  in  tlie  sub-divisional  system 
of  bespoke  tailoring;  take  full  control  of  workshop 
ond  supervise  staff.— Apply  by  letter,  stating  wages 
ond  experience,  to  Clothing  Manager,  London  Co- 
operative Society  Limited,  54,  Maryland-sired, 
Stratford,  E.15. 

WANTED,  early  In  December,  competent  BAKER 
ond  CONFECTIONER,  to  take  charge  of 
Bakery.— Apply,  not  Inter  than  October  30th,  slating 
nge,  wage,  and  experience,  witli  three  copies  of  testi- 
monials, to  Lei.ston  Industrial  Co-operative  Society, 
Li-islon,  .Suffolk. 

WANTED,  WORKING  MANAGER  for  u Country 
Styre  in  Somerset;  all  departments;  average 
weekly  trade  £130.— Apply,  with  copies  of  references 
and  all  particulars,  to  ” J.  W.,”  Co-operative  Wliole- 
solo  Society  Ltd.,  Broad  Quay,  Bristol. 

WORK  TNG  FOREMAN  BAKER  Wanted,  for  Bakery 
doing  about  34  sacks  weekly;  one  with  know- 
ledgs  of  smalls  and  confectionery ; uble  to  control  staff 
and  produce  good  results. — Applications,  giving  copies 
of  refcronces  and  stating  wages  required,  to  be  od- 
drivsscd  to  tlie  Committee,  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
High-street,  Epping,  Essex. 

WANTED,  a smart,  energetic  MAN  to  manage  a 
small  branch  in  country  district.— Applications, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  required,  to  be 
sent,  with  references,  ho  Committee,  I'o-openihive 
Society,  Coleford,  near  Bath. 


"1^7'ANTED,  n WORKING  MANAGER  ond  BUYER; 

TV  Grocery,  Bakery,  Drapery,  Boots,  ond  Pork 
Butchering,  Ac. ; turnover  £18,000  ]>or  annum. — Appli- 
cations, stating  experience  and  salary  - required,  en- 
closing copies  of  three  testimonials,  on  or  before 
iMonday,  October  23nl,  addressed  the  President,  Co- 

operative  Society Ltd., Main-street,  Keyworth,  Notts. 

"'KTSTANTED  at  once,  smart  IMPROVER  for  General 

TV  Drapery;  one  with  a knowledge  of  linoleums 
preferred. — State  experience,  wages,  ond  full  particu- 
lar to  Committee,  Co-operative  Society,  Harwich, 


ANTED.  a YOUNG  LADY  to  take  charge  of  a 
Tv  Branch  Drapery  Stores;  union  rate  of  wages; 
must  be  thoroughly  competent  in  the  drapery  busi- 
ness.— Apply,  stating  nge  and  references,  to  the  Secre- 
tary,  Co-operative  Society,  Slocksbridge,  nr.  Slieflleld. 
Tr\7'ANTED,  smart  MALE  ASSISTANT,  about  20 
t v years  of  nge,  for  Drapery  Department;  good 
window-dresser  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  trade 
essential;  N.U.D.A.W.  scale  oi  wages  jwiid. — Apply, 
stating  age  and  experience,  not  later  than  Saturday, 
October  28th,  to  Birstalt  Co-operative  Scciely  Ltd. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED, 


Assistants,  m wnagers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  ellleient  men  or  women,-  with 
goo,t  reiorencee,  1 r any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union.  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  o«u  Clarks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London.  W.C.l. 

BAKERY  FOREMAN  seeks  BERTH ; used  to  nulo- 
matic  plant;  good  organiser  and  disciplinarian; 
used  to  large  trade,  'production  and  distribution'; 
good  references.—"  Baker,"  “ Co-cperative  News," 
Manchester.  . , 


BAKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banfield,, General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and 
Confectioners.  67,  Sydney -street.  London,  S.W. 

CLERK,  aged  22,  seeks  POSITION;  thorough  know- 
lodge  of  co-operative'  bookkeeping;  quick,  neat, 
ami  reliable ; excellent  references. — Box  61,  “ Co-opera- 
tive News,"  Manchester. 


COAL  MANAGER.— Advertiser,  smart  man,  seeks 
Situation  as  COAL  MANAGER;  lifetime  experi- 
ence in  the  movement;  can  produce  satisfactory  testi- 
monials.— Apply,  Box  59,  “Co-operative  News,”  M/e. 

DRAPERY.— Smart  MAN,  aged  34,  seeks  RE-EN- 
GAGEMENT us  MANAGER- or  FIRST  HAND;  19 
years’  experience,  15  years  in  movement-;  midlands  or 
"north  preferred;  highest  references.— Box  54,  "Co- 
operative News,"  Manchester.  


GROCERY  AND  PROVISIONS.— Smart  MAN,  aged 
44,  witli  30  years’  experience  in  the  movement, 
desires  Situation  os  GROCERY  MANAGER  and  BUYER 
to  small  society,  or  ns  BRANCH  MANAGER;  can 
furnish  highest  references. — Apply,  Box  58,  “ Co-opera- 
tive News,"  Manchester. 

CT  ROCERY  AND  PROVISIONS.— ASSISTANT  or 
X BRANCH  MANAGER;  lifelong  experience  in  all 
branches  of  the  trade  in  town  and  country ; good 
knowledge  bookkeeping;  excellent  references. — J. 
Cou.ey,  13,  Wnvorley-road,  Exmautli. 


GROCERY. — Smart  Ilian,  aged  32.  seeks  Engagement 
as  MANAGER  or  FIRST  HAND;  18  years’  co- 
operative experience;  conscientious  and  not  afraid  of 
hard  work;  highest  references.— Box  60,  " Co-operative 
News,"  Manchester. 


ROCERY  AND  PROVISIONS,  Ac.— BRANCH  MAN- 
IC AGER  or  ASSISTANT  to  manager  ol  central 
shop;  high-class,  artistic  window-dresser;  first-class 
provision  hand;  can  drive  a business  and  show  in- 
creased turnover;  dean  record;  security;  present  em- 
ployers 14  years. — Box  67,  " Co-operative  News,”  M/c. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


(NO-OPERATIVE  BOOKKEEPING. — CORRESPOND- 

j ENCE  CLASSES,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Stages;  Expert  Tuition;  enrol  now  and  ensure  -success 
i nations;  send  .stamp  for  prospectus.  " 
in,  A.L.A.A.,  Certified  ■ - • ‘ *’ 

Saint  Andrew-styeet,  Edinburgh. 


Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real  thing, 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  tho  Cathedra!  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operativo  and  Indus- 
tri.t)  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street.  Exeter. 

FUNERAL  CARS  and  Improved  Light  Class 
HEARSES  and  COACHES;  various  designs; 
some  second-hand;  photos  free. — Cosh  or  terms,  John 
Marston’S  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford-street, 
Birmingham. 

HOW  To  cut  PAPE It  I, ETT ER S and’  FIGURES  lor 
making  attractive 'window  displays;  patterns  and 
method,  2s.  complete,  post  free.—”  Primo  ’’  (Dept.  B.), 
27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 

MOTOR  HEARSE;  saloon;  latest  design  body  for 
three  purposes;  suit  any  chassis;  particulars 
free. — Marston’s  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford- 
street,  Birmingham.  _ 

FOR’SALE.  BAKER’S” VANS,- 2 and~4~wheelers;  all 
ready  for  the  road:  Also  BUTCHERY  HAWKING 
VAN  on  “.Ford  ” chassis.— Apply,  tlie  Leicester  Car- 
riage Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Marluw-road. 
Leicester.  • ' _ 

SIMPLIFIED  ARITHMETIC,"  3rd  edition,  by  W. 
H.  Murdoch,  B.So.  • Tlie  book  that  .lias  revolu- 
tionised the  teaching  of  (his  science;  for  students, 
workers,  ana  tlie  "young;  2s.  '2d.  post  free.—  Bowman 
and  Murdoch,  Shoe-lane,  London,  E.C.4.  - 

Three  "Glkdh ill"  co-operative  total 
ADDING  CHECK  Cl  VINO  REGISTERS  for 

SALE;  in"  perfect  working  order;  surplus  stock.— Write, 
Secretary,  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Briton'  Ferry, 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators- when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
at  tho  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operativo  Society’s 
Restaurant-  - 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  . Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  Th#  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


CROSLAND  MOOR  UNITED  HANDBELL 

Open  for  engagements.—' Terms,  apply  T ,.  *• 
UNO,  10,  Chapel-terrace,  Crosland  Moor,  Hudder»fajJ 

ENT’S  QUADRILLE  BAND  (members  oui^TT' 
Men’s  Guild). — Now  booking  for  Guild 
Terms  very  moderate;  up-to-date  music  and 
Chas.  Dbnt,  51,  Sundown-street,  Abbey  Hev  " 

Manchester, 1 

EDUCATION  SECRETARIES  PLEASE  Nor? — ‘ 
MARGARET  MURCH,  ’ 

IpROM  principal  London  Theatres, 


to  18th,  Lancashire,  Cheshire,  and  Midlands  to 
Leeds,  Newtown,  Matlock,  &c.,  Societies  — iij-k 
D rook-lane.  Street,  Somerset,  g[*r 


A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION 

MR.  WILL  CARTER’S  " MERRIE  MIMICS.’’-R«,, 
Success  at  Bow  Ice  last  Saturday.  SecitUn 
writes  : " To  a delighted  crowded  school  your  RrJr 
rate  Entertainment  was  greatly  appreciated;  your  grtsi 
success  was  not  to  be  wondered  at.  Thanks  to  Ptdibvv 
Co-op.  and  Droylsdon  Temp,  for  dates.  October  21  it 
Crompton  ; November  4th,  Walkden ; November  8ih‘ 
Bcswic’c ; November  lltli,  Paddock  (Jubilee-  F(T,liTa|l' 
November  18th,  Skolmersdah- ; open  November  2Sth- 
November  30th,  Longsight;  December  2nd,  DroyMtn' 
Christmas  and  New  Year  offers.  Terms  moderate- 
distance  no  object. — Illustrated  programme,  15,  War 
wick-street,  Hulme,  Manchester. 'Phone  1163  Central. 

NOW  BOOKING,  dates  for  Lectures  on  GAHDFV 
ING  SUBJECTS;  illustrated  with  lanern  slide* 
if  required. — Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Cyril 
Hakdinc,  74,  East  Dulwich-roarl,  S.E.22. 

SOUTHERN  COOPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 

AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  lor  anisic 
to  R.  Hibdkrd,  66,  Great  Prescot t-street,  London.  El. 


APARTMENTS. 


FRIENDSHIP  HOLIDAYS  ASSOCIATION. 

“ Phis  Mariander,"  Perunacnmawr,  North  Wales  nrar 
Llandudno. 

IDEAL  for  Co-operators.  Open  nil  (lie  year  round. 

Accommodation  for  80.  Charming  Home;  mod 
comfortable.  Tennis  Court.  Lovely  ground-  over- 
looking the  sft.  Season  55s.  weekly,  full  board;  also 
lower  terms  for  winter.  Few  vacancies  left  for  Christ- 
inas Party.  Book  now.  Splendid,  for  Conferences. 


VOU  CAN  NEVER  BREAK 

PROTECT  A LITE 

GAS  GLOBES 


REDUCES  GAS  BILLS  INCREASES  LIGHT 

PREVENTS  FIRES  SAVES  GAS  MANTLES 

It  you r doalor  cannot  supply  them,  order  direct  from 

SAFETY  GLOBE  C0„ 


Turog  bread 
appeals  to  all 

Its  delightful  flavour  to  all  tastes,  it* 
economy  in  use  to  all  pockets,  and  it* 
unique  body  and  bone  - building 
properties  to  all  parents. 

-•-  simple  to  use  .15 


THE  TUROG  FLOUR  CO,  Lid,  CARER0- 

Ifc.  „4ra 


No  Meal  is  Coraph'* 
without  TUROG  to  Bat 


OcronKR  21,  1922.  - 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


HoVIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


II  yoi 
want 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE  , 
HOES  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address : SPEROPB  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL.  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  thiB  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 

areglvlng  every  satisfaction.  This  iaprovod 
by  tho  lncreaiol  Repeat  Ordecs  that  are 
coming  in.  If  you  have  not  got  a Unta- 
logu  >,  please  write  for  one. 
Manufacturers  and  furnishers  or  Appli- 
ances for  "Excelda"  Check  System, 
that  has  proved  succssstul  at  Barhsley. 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT; 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

lo:  ALBION. BXilEET.  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT- 


Maker 


,5  Flo.-ir, 


D \ ry,  Bakery, 
an  1 Butcherin  { 
Deparlments 
Supplied. 


Send  for 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING- WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dats 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X/L,”  "Eceles,”  11  Climax,"  andottia.-  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “ SIMPLEX  " 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


new  Mount  street,  Manchester. 

Branches : ljJitherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
Tudor  street,  London,  E.O. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


PORTABLE  OVEHS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 


PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON,  W.C.2; 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


saoEBoaB  — Tslje  Reliable  Jiome  Styes.  — 

i DRUMMER 
I DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  lor  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

B BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON. 

1 ■ ■ Makers  of  £d(je  s’  “ZDolly  i Blue ” # "ZDotty  (Bream  ’ 


A CONFECTIONERY  RACK. 


A SPECIAL 
CHEAP  LINE. 
Complete 

£11  1 0s. 


T,  H.  I0MGI 

THS 

Bakery  Fittar, 

PENDLETON. 


Ml 


EACH  FOS  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOa  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPERA.TIVK 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A.  GUARA.NTKK 
OF  QUALITY 
and. 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 

“€1k  ideal  ’ 

Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BUBNLEY  “SELF-HELP"  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Skirtings,  Grandrelles.  Flannclett;, 
Silesias,  Liacnctles,  Lustres,  & Silketesa  Lining  ; 
also  ol  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone : National,  Burnley,  133. , Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9PIllar.  Tel.: National,  Manchester, 3010. 
Registered  OHice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHF.TH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington ; 10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction;  L.  & N.-W*  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Olooic  Golf.  Onocjtjai 
Billiards.  Near  to  Kouyon  Golf  Liukj. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warringtou, 
y,  Oo-operatlve  Sooioby, 

Telopnone  321  Leigh. 


nr  Store  stocks 

SMMITV 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

Health  Salt,  Lemonade  Powder, 
Gingerette  Powder,  Lemonade  Crystals, 
Liver  Salt,  Herb  Beer  Extract. 

All  these  lines  art  equal  to  any  of  the  Advertised 
Brands. 


MANUFACTURED  BY 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Drovlsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  & 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  BLTd  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 
Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Vfachiue  use.  Boot-OIoslng 
Twist,  Tailors'  Bntton-Hole  Twist,  &c.  Bindings 
Boot  Loop3,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  i Thj  English  and  Sottish  Wholesale  So:ieti:s 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Societg 

Makers  of  the  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes^ 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warchousa  : 8.  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  mTShS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhousc  Mills,  HUDDEftSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 

^PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths,, 
-Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds,. 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


added  to  your 
milk  pudding  is 
an  improvement 


Spoonful 


NOTHING  LIKE 


COSO  COCOA 

A REAL  FOOD  BEVERAGE. 


Smart  Slip-on  C.W.S.  Overall. 
In  Self-Coloured  Casement 
Cloth,  effectively  faced  in 
contrasting  Shades. 

4s.  lid. 


jflsk  for 
C.W.S. 

Overalls 


AT  YOUR  STORE. 


For  the 
4-year  old. 


si  1 K, 

HAS  YOUR  STORE  A 

| C.W.S.CHRISTMAS  CHOCOLATE  CLUB? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT  P 


C.W.S.  Man-o’-War  Hat  - 2s.  6d. 


See  these 
Goods  at 
your  Store. 


C.W.S 


Now  on  Sale  at  all  Stores 
that  are  co-operalve. 


BRIGHTEN 

YOUR  HOME  WITHIM 

C.WS:  


PAINTS 


Priutbd  adJ  PublMiAd  by  tbo  National  00-0psiutiv»  Publishing  8oam  UlUTlD,  at  Uxdr  Oflloe*  Wng  Millet.-,  Miuieliest.-r.- 


- Saturday,  Octob&r  21*t, 


Every  Store  can  Sell  them , and 
only  Co-operative  Stores 
can  obtain  them. 


yHE  hard  - wearing 
eloths  used  for 
these  garments  are 
made  at  our  own 
C.W.S.  Works,  and 
the  garments  themselves 
are  manufactured  at 
our  own  C.  W.  S. 
factories. 


C.W.S.  Reefer  Nap  Coat 


5s.  6d. 


- I6s.  3d. 


Smart  CAV.S.  Cover-all. 


In  Washable  Casement  Cloth 
of  good  quality. 

In  all  Colours,  tastefully 
trimmed  in  effectively  con- 
trasting Shades. 


K Nt' 


THE 


^ u / ^ 

[UK  News,  and  Journal  or  Amooiukd  Imiustuv,  Octuti.>r  JM.IIi,  1QB2. 

CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS”  FOR  PROGRESSIVE 


VIEWS, 


c.w.s. 

SOAP 

IS  THE  ONLY 
: SOAP  FOR  : 

Gd-o|ierativc  Shops 
and 

Co-opspators’  Homes. 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  CMS.  WORKS 
AND  BUYAELE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2,683.  No.  183.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  October  28,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  ns  a Newspaper. 


Coring  Co-operators 
of  their  Ills. 


There  is  no  need  for  our  people  to 
rush  to  much  advertised  Patent 
Medicines— ODR  OWN  C.W.S.  WORKS 
at  Pelaw  and  Silvcrtown  have  pre- 
pared some  special  articles  from 
standard  recipes,  and  these  goods 
should  he  sold  in  all  Co-operative 
Grocery  Shops. 


Here  are  a few  articles  of  C.W.S. 
production  that  should  be  kept 
well  to  the  front : — 

Asthma  Remedy. 

Balsam  of  Aniseed. 

Balsam  of  Horehound. 
Bismuth  and  Pepsine. 

Black  Currant  Cough  Mixture. 
Blood  Purifiers. 

Boracic  Ointment. 

Bronchia’  Mixture. 

Bronchial  Balsam. 

Catarrh  Cure. 

Chemical  Food. 

Chest  and  Lung  Mixture. 
Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion. 
Cough- Balsam. 

Cough  Mixture. 

Digestive  Syrup  Fever  Cure. 
Glycerine. 

Infants’  Food. 

Liver  Salts. 

Lung  Balsam. 

Ointments. 

Pills,  Plasters,  and  Powders, 
&c.,  &c. 

Co-operative  Chemist  Establishments, 
as  well  as  Grocery  Stores  with  a Patent 
Medicine  licence,  should  sell  all  these 
::  ::  ::  goods.  ::  ::  ::  :: 

Just  see  if  they  are  stocked 
at  YOUR  Store. 

If  Not,  Why  Not? 


"LOOK  AFTER  THE  PENCE  AND  THE 
POUNDS  WILL  LOOK  AFTER  THEMSELVES.” 
There  is  no  denying  the  truthfulness  of  this 
adage,  bulunlesspracliscdin  therightwaythe 
progress  is  slow  and  sometimes  discouraging 

~DON’T  BE 
DISCOURAGED  ! 

T*Y  Acain  in  the  SOUND.  PRACTICAL. 
and  COMMON-SENSE  WAY. 

Invest  Your  Savings 

-EITHER  PENCE  OR  POUNDS- 

in  a Co-operative 
Endowment  Policy. 

f»°T?*ra,iw*  Life  Ai«uronc*  Policiei  offer  exceptional 
•emu**  lor  savioir.  and  alio  provido  protection 
QgaiiMt  Life’s  Uncertainties. 

Write  for  particulars  to  C.I.S., 

109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester,  and 
59,  Morrison  Street,  Glasgow. 


GENERAL  ELECTION  AT  LAST. 


THE  CHOICE  NOW  WITH  THE  PEOPLE  : 

A CO-OPERATIVE  COMMONWEALTH  OR  A WORLD  OF  DISCORD? 


The  Government  that  has  brought  the  nation  to  the  verge  of  ruin  has  itself  been  destroyed.  Nobody  can  “ fool  all  the 

people  all  the  time."  A new  Government  has  assumed  office.  It  represents  some  of  the  worst  elements  of  the  old.  It  is  a 

Government,  bound  by  nature  of  its  personnel,  to  continue  the  old  competitive  system  with  its  self-seeking,  its  rivalries,  its  sus- 
picions, and  its  countless  provocations  to  war  between  classes  in  the  nation  and  between  the  nations  of  the  world.  A new 

Parliament  is  to  be  elected.  It  rests  with  the  people  to  say  whether  they  want  a land  fit  for  democracy.  The  co-operative 
movement  seeks  to  build  the  future  on  the  foundation  of  the  common  interests  of  the  people;  to  eliminate  competitive  methods, 
selfish  aims,  and  class  interests  which  make  peace,  progress,  prosperity,  and  culture  impossible.  In  eleven  divisions  the  Co- 
operative Party  will  fight.  Its  candidates  will  go  forward  under  the  Co-operative  flag,  proclaiming  the  co-operatiye  policy.  The 
number  is  small,  iiut  if  co-operators  sink  their  differences  and  work  solidly  for  these  candidates  success  will  be  assured,  and  the 

foundations  of  a new  system  will  have  been  laid, 

THE  OFFICIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  CANDIDATES. 


Cocn.  T.  Henderson,  J.  M.  Bigoab,  A.  E.  Watersox,  R.  C.  Morrison,  S.  F.  Perry, 

Tradestou  Paisley.  Kettering  Nortli  Tottenham.  Stockport. 

(Glasgow).  (First  C’o-operative  M.P.). 


A.  V.  Alexander  .Mrs.  E.  Barton,  * A.  Barnes.  Coon.  E.W.  Hampton,  T.  W.  Mercer,  Coon.  W.  Hirst, 
Hillsborough  King’s  Norton-  South-East  Ham.  Spnrkbrook  Moss  Side.  Bradford  South. 

(Sheffield).  - (Birmingham).  (Birmingham).  (Manchester). 


CANADIAN  CATTLE 

IMPORTATION. 

The  conference  held  at  the  Colonial  Office 
on.  Wednesday  of  last  week  with  reference 
to  the  Canadian  cattle  embargo  is  reported 
to  have  reached  " a successful  conclusion.” 
The  Canadian  Minister  of  Finance  has 
said:  " While  it  is  inexpedient  to  give  out 
at  present  the  details  of  the  arrangement, 
I have  no  hesitation  in  siting  1 believetbo 
conference  lias  found  a solution  acceptable 
to  all  parties  concerned.  The  desire  ex- 
pressed by  the  resolutions  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons  that  the  embargo  be  removed 
will  be  carried  out. 

Restrictions  are  to  be  provided  for  the 
protection  of  British  herds  against 
disease.  Those  restrictions  the  Canadian 
delegates  believp  to  be  only  fair  and 
reasonable." 

The  conference  was  held  before  the  Gov- 
ernment resigned,'  and  the  translation  of 
tile  wishes  of  the  present  Parliament  into 
law  might  be  delayed  or  interfered  with  if  a 
General  Election  were  to  tnke  place  imme- 
diately. If  the  new  Government  carried  op 
•with  the  present  Parliament  to  complete 
pressing  legislation,  there  should  be  no  diffi- 
culty. Mr.  Bpjiar  -Law  lias  intimate  Cana- 
dian interests,  and  lie’ will  no  doubt 'desire 
to  strengthen  the  links  between  Canada  and 
the  Old  Country. 

If  the  General  Eleotion  comes  before 
the  passing  of  the  Bill  drafted,  co-opera- 
tors must  pr6ss  candidates  upon  this 
subject. 


THE 

GREAT  FIGHT. 


Co-operative  interests  in  the  General 
Election  are  many  and  important.  They 
arise  in  every  constituency,  whether  there 
is  a Co-oporatjve  candidate  or  not. 

THE 

Co-operative  News 

will  keep  its  readers  posted  on  all  questions 
of  co-operative  interest  involved  in  the 
election.  Special  articles  from  experienced 
writers  will  give  co-operative  views.  Taotics 
of  anti-co-operators  will  be  exposed;  news 
of  the  progress  of  the  Tight  will  be  given 
pithily;  and  notes  and  comments  on  the 
fray  will  be  vyritten  from  the  co-operative 
outlook. 

SOCIETIES  SHOULD  ORDER 
SPECIAL  SUPPLIES  SO  THAT  THEIR 
MEMBERS  MAY  BE  GUIDED  ARIGHT. 


THE  COMING  FIGHT. 


HEYWOOD  MP.  AT  COALVILLE. 


“ A colossal  humbug,  the  biggest  poli- 
tical trickster  that  the  country  was  ever 
troubled  with,"  was  the  description  given 
to  Mr.  Lloyd  George  by  Mr.  Walter  Halls, 
M.P.,  and  president  or  the  Nottingham  So- 
ciety, speaking  at  a public  meeting  under 
co-operative  auspices  at  the  Coalville 
Y.M.C.A.  on  Saturday  evening. 

Mr.  Halls  went  on  to  predict  that  we 
would  have  a few  short  Parliaments  for  a 
time,  and  that  would  lie  better  than  what 
they  had  had  for  the  last  four  years.  Mr. 
Flails  recalled  the  fact  that  they  defeated 
the  Government  bv  a majority  of  two  on  tho 
Corporation  Promts  Tax.  which  was  an  at- 
tempt to  get  in  tho  thin  end  of  the  wedgo 
towards  taxing  co-operative  profits;  but 
their  opponents  would  not  take  it  lying 
•down,  and  doubtless  further  attempts  would 
lie  mode  to  get  at  the  funds  of  co-operators. 
-Hence  the  necessity  for  _ the  co-operative 
movement  to  join  hands  with  Labour.  What- 
ever the  colours  of  the  new  parties,  or  what- 
ever their  name,  his  experience  had  taught 
him  that  their  interests  were  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  workers. 


Two  artists  of  well-known  ability  write 
of  the  " Millgnte  Monthly' " ns  "your  in- 
teresting magazine,  the  high  tone  of  which 
we  greutly  appreciate." 
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THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


ANOTHER  CHANCE  FOR 

DEMOCRACY. 

BUILD  THE  NEW  WORLD  NOW. 

BUT  CHOOSE  THE  RIGHT  WORKMEN. 

AN  OPEN  LETTER  TO  CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEES. 

By  W.  R.  RAE  (Chairman  of  the  Central  Board  of  the- Co-operative  Union). 


Fellow  Members, — Congress  at  Swansea- 
decided  to  go  into  politics  with  a unanimity 
that  was  almost  perfect;  and  since  then  that 
decision  lias  never  been  challenged,  arc!  1 
nope  never  will  be.  The  .movement  is,  in 
consequence,  in  politics. 

Co-operation  has  made  a deep  imprint  otv 
the  economic  life  of  the  nation.  The  supreme 
importance  of  the  consumer  was  never  so 
widely  admitted.  In  industry,  too,  our 
movement  leads  the  way.  Those  colleagues 
of  ours  whom  we  call  “ employees  ” enjoy 
conditions  second  to  none  in  the  weary  world 
of  competitive  commerce.  In  matters  edu- 
cational the  movement  lias  attached  its 
allegiance,  most  firmly,  to  the  cause  of 
equality  in  opportunity. 

It  would  not  be  too  much  to  claim  that  the 
Four  Points  in  the  Pioneers’  Manifesto  now, 
at  last,  form  the  considered  policy  of  the 
whole  movement.  We  are  out  for  honesty 
in  Distribution,  Justice  in  Production,  fair- 
play  in  Education,  and  co-operation  in 
Government. 

One  is  proud  to  be  a co-operator  nowa- 
days. 

True,  we  have  not  as  yet  evolved  a com- 
mon plan  of  action  in  the  political  field. 
We  have  wasted  a good  deal  of  time  in  dis- 
agreement about  method  and  words  and 
names  and  programmes.  Some  of  us  are 
attracted  by  party  organisation,  others  are 
violently  opposed.  It-  was  inevitable.  We 
had  so  muc-li  of  the  old  armour  about;  \ye 
had  used  so  often  weapons  that  now  we 
dislike ; that  though  we  now  know  where  we 
want  to  he  we  are  not  sure  we  know  the 
way,  not  quite  clear  that  we  understand  our 
maps,  not  quite  sure  that  we  can  trust  our 
guides. 

This  state  of  things  must  cease  to  be.  We 
must  forget  all  our  past  differences  and 
begin  again. 

The  introduction  into  politics  of  the  time 
spirit  of  eo-operation  is  so  important  that 
we  must  each  prepare  te  forget  and,  if 
necessary,  forgive.  . 

There  lies  before  us,  in  the  approaching 
election,  a battle  again  between  Privilege 
and  the  People. 

We  ought  to  have  no  difficulty  in  choosing. 
Every  group  of  co-operators,  through  its 
constituted  authority — its  committee — has  a 


clear  duty  to  perform.  Where  in  the  election 
co-operative  principles  are  promoted,  thera 
should  co-operators  be  found  strenuously  at 
-work;  and  where  co-operative  principle  is 
wanting  there  should  os-operation  be  m 
active  opposition,  absolutely  free  from  all 
consideration  of  “ party."  If  we  are  real 
members  of- our  great  movement  it  will  not 
matter  by  what  party  name  we  are  called  if 
we  are  promoting  co-operation.  This  and 
this  alone  should  be  our  test:  “ What  is  the 
record  of  the  candidate  in  co-operation,  what 
is  his  attitude  towards ou,r  movement  nncTits 
principles?  Dees  ho  stand  for  privilege? 
Then  have  at  him  with  all  your  force  and  do 
not  stand  idly  by. 

These  who  an©  now  in  power  have  made  it 
quite  easy  for  us  to  settle  our  attitude  to 
them.  In  trade  they  are  on  the  side  of  the 
monopoly,  in  industry  they  lean  to  the  em- 
ployer, and  in  education  they  are  hostile  to 
the  interests  of  the  poor  man's  child. 

Here,  in  this  last, Is  surely  a plea  that  we 
can  put  forward  in  common.  The  policy  of 
the  party  in  power  condemns  the  child  of  the 
crowded  street  to  go  to  school  in  the  gutter 
one  year  more,  would  willingly  starve  the 
medical  service  tlmt  was  found  to  be  so 
necessary  to  save  the  boy  frean  the  effect  of  i 
his  surroundings  in  childhood,  and  wciild 
lcnve  very  little  room  in  the  luglier  schools 
for  the  capable  children  of  the  elementary 
6chool. 

Remember!  The  future  will  he  in  the 
hands  of  that  class  in  the  community  tlmt 
knows  most  and  act  accordingly. 

Do  you  support  the  11  Co-operative 
Party  ” ? Then  forget  your  hostility  to  those 
who  don't.  Do  you  think  the  movement  is 
“ drifting  into  the  Labour  Party  "?  Then 
for  heaven’s  sake  forget  you  ever  thought 
sc,  and  think  co-operatively.  We  can 
resume  our  hair-splitting  afterwards  if  ne 
are  again  to  be  6o  unwise,  but  just  now  the 
adoption  of  co-operative  ideas  in  national 
policy,  and  especially  the  enormous  import- 
ance of  tHe  education  cf  our  children,  should 
be  more  to  us  than  any  other  consideration. 

I appeal  for  your  allegiance  uot  only  to  the 
Swansea  decision.,  hut  to.  the  whole  pro- 
gramme of  national  citizenship,  which  is 
quite  within  reach  of  our  co-operative 
movement. 


October  28,  1922 


BY  THIS  WE  STAND! 


- CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY’S  STRIKING  MANIFESTO. 

WORK  OF  RECONSTRUCTION. 


GOVERNMENT  BASED  ON  DEMOCRATIC  PRINCIPLES. 
WELFARE  OF  THE  PEOPLE  FIRST  CONSIDERATION. 


The  Co-operative  Party  has  issued  a mani- 
festo setting  forth  the  Party’s  criticisms  of 
the  late  Government  and  the  national  co- 
operative policy.  This  is  being  “ broad- 
casted ” from  the  Party  office,  and  every 
co-operator  should  take  steps  to  become 
familiar  with  its  contents. 

Recalling  all  that  the  Government  pledged 
itself  to  do  in  1918,  thq  manifesto  declares 
that  the  Government’s  record  is  a record  of 
mess  and  muddle,  waste  and  extravagance, 
vacillation  and  folly,  incompetence  and  im- 
potence, reaction  and  failure,  unparalleled 
and  unprecedented  in  British  history.  The 
new  Tory  Government  is  in  the  main  com- 
posed of  men  who  were  members  or  sup- 
porters of  the  late  Coalition  Government. 

Its  members  aro  jointly  responsible  for 

the  blunders  and  misdeeds  and  follies  of 
tho  lata  Government. 

“If  the  new  Government  secures  a majbrity 
at  this  election,  there  will  be  reaction  and 
retrogression  iu  every  department  of 
national  administration.  Existing  griev- 
ances will  not  be  removed  and  existing 
wrongs  will  not  be  righted.  Vested  interests 
will  be  strengthened,  social  reforms  will  be 
postponed,  the  consuming  masses  will  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  burden  of  taxation,  legis- 
lation beneficial  to  the  workers  will  not  be 
passed,  the  workers’  movements  will  be 
attacked,  new  efforts  will  be  made  to  estab- 
lish a system  of  protective  tariffs  advan- 
tageous to  profiteering  interests,  the  House 
of  Lords  will  he  invested  with  larger  poweTs, 
and  there  will  be  no  real  peace  in  Europe 
or  lasting  prosperity  in  Britain.’’ 

The  National  Co-operative  Party,  calling 
upon  electors  to  vote  for  those  candidates 
who  stand  for  the  people,  and  who  prefer  the 
good  of  the  whole  community  to  the  in- 
terests of  any  privileged  class,  enunciates 
its  policy. 

The  Co-operative  Party  stands  for  the 
formation  of  a Government  based  ou  demo- 
cratic principles  and  the  establishment  of 
a new  social  order,  in  which  the  health  and 
welfare  of  the  people  shall  be  the  first  con- 
cern of  governing  men.  In  international 
affairs  it  stands  for  world  peace  and  inter- 
national co-operation,  a League  of  Nations 
representative  of  all  peoples,  the  abolition 
of  secret  diplomacy  to  effect  Parliamentary 
control  of  foreign  policy,  and  the  mainten- 
ance of  international  Free  Trade  and  ex- 
change. It  is  also  opposed  to  aggressive 
international  and  military  adventures  of  all 
kinds. 

Nationally,  the  Party  stands  for  the  estab- 


........ — „ hi  taxation  base.] 

ability  to  pay,  the  abolition  of  all  tax<;s  * 
foods  uffs,  the  taxation  of  land  value's  Z 
the  placing  of  a levy  on  capital  to  cU;i rlw 
the  war  debt  and  reduce  taxation.  it 
niands  the  compulsory  provision  of  ademntl 
housing  and  facilities  financed  hv£ 
National  Exchequer  on  lines  that  wil|\c,,.  ® 
healthy  accommodation  for  the  whole  com 
inuuity,  the  national  care  of  maternity  mrl 
the  payment  of  old-age  pensions  'on  a 
non-contributory  basis.  a 

Its  educational  programme  is  the  » 
casting  of  the  national  education  system 
on  lines  that  will  afford  equal  opportunity 
and  provide  the  highest  education  f.„-  n f 
Its  labour  programme  is  the  acceptance  by 
the  btate  of  its  responsibility  for  providing 
work  or  maintenance  for  unemployed 
workers,  and  the  passing  of  legislation  nn, Ic- 
ing it  incumbent  on  the  Government  and 
municipal  bodies  to  take  such  action  as  will 
regulate  their  demand  for  labour,  and  so 
alleviate  the  evils  of  unemployment  Its 
agricultural  programme  includes  the  scien- 
tific development  of  agriculture,  with  ade- 
quate housing  and  wages  for  all  agricultural 
workers;  and  it  also  stands  for  the  promo- 
tion of  legislation  uitended  to  prevent  exces- 
sive profit-making  by  monopolies,  trusts 
aud  combines. 

In  short,  the  Co-operative  Party  stands 
for  the  people's  interests.  Nationally,  it 
voices  the  demands  of  tho  consuming 
massesTtfr  seeks  to  bring  the  essential  means 
ot  life  under  community  control,  and  aims 
to  raise  the  workers’  standard  of  life  to  a 
higher  level.  Internationally,  it  stands  for 
international  peace  and  goodwill  among  the 
nations  and  the  promotion  of  international 
trade  and  commerce  on  lines  beneficial  to  all 
peoples.  It  therefore  stands  for  social  re- 
form and  national  reconstruction,  for  peace 
and  democracy,  for  the  land  for  the  people, 
and  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

The  manifesto  is  signed,  on  behalf  of  the 
National  Committee  of  the  Co-operative 
Part3',  W.  H.  Watkins  (chairman)  and  S. 
F.  Perry  (secretary). 


CAYS.  BLANKETS. 

There  has  bee'n  a great  demand  for  C.W.S. 
blankets  from  the  Littleborough  mills,  aud 
the  advertising,  combined  with  the  value, 
has  kept  up  a steady  inquiry  from  societies. 
They  are  of  a high  quality  and  quite  equal  to 
those  largely  advertised  by  well-known  f.rms 
at  price®  which  are  five  or  six  shillings  higher 
than  those  of  Tile  C.W.S. ; hence  the  keen 
desire  on  the  part  of  retail  managers  to  give 
members  the  advantages  of  such  co-operative 
productions  at  prices  which  suit  the  pockets 
of  the  housewife  to-day. 


WORKLESS 


“-FORGET  NOT,  YE  WHO 
ARE  TO  VOTE.” 


No  place  for  his  head,  though  the  wind  blows  cold  o’er  the  highway: 
No  rest  for  bis  feet  on  the  pitiless,  winding  way; 

No  use  for  his  hands,  though  he  fain  would  some  task  accomplish  • 
Unwanted,  unknown,  like  a dog  that  has  gone  astray. 

But  orstwhilo  he  stood  in  the  strength  of  his  buoyant  manhood. 
Delighting  the  eye  as  it  fell  oa  its  virile  form  ; 

The  finest  creation  of  Nature,  her  great  achievement. 

Now  battered,  destroyed,  like  a derelict  wreck  in  a storm. 

What  shall  it  profit  our  land  if  tho  whole  world  sho  gainoth. 

Of  prestige,  of  honour,  of  wealth,  or  of  deathless  fame  ? 

While  amongst  her  people  dread  hunger  its  toll  is  taking. 

And  6trong  men  sob  in  the  darkness  a curse  on  her  name. 

What  is  the  soul  of  a nation  if  not  her  own  people  ? 

Shall  we  dare  to  lay  waste  tho  soul  like  a barren  wold  ? 

Or  nurture  with  caro  the  diffident  seed  of  contentment ; 

Truer  test  of  a nation’s  wealth  than  its  meed  of  gold. 

—Elsie  Organ. 


THE  CALL  TO  ACTION. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY'S 

ELECTION  PLANS. 

[By  Our  London  Correspondent.] 

This  week  the  Co-operative  Party’s  head- 
quarters in  Pall  Mall,  London,  have  been  the 
Beene  of  animation  and  increased  activity. 

The  National  Executive  held  a meeting  on 
Monday,  when  a resolution  was  unanimously 
passed  protesting  against  the  selection  of  a 
Wednesday  for  the  polling-day ; and  at  a 
conference  of  candidates,  agents,  and  members 
of  tho  National  Committee,  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins 
(chairman  of  the  Party)  said  they  were  in  a 
better  position  than  when  they  met-m  a similar 
gathering  in  1918. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  J.P.  (secretary  to  the  Party), 
announced  that  during  the  General  Election 
Mr.  Watkins  would  bo  in  charge  of  The  head 
office,  assisted  by  Mr.  Rees  and  Mrs.  Christie, 
who  would  keep  the  constituencies  supplied 
with  “ ammunition  ” for  the  fight. 

Reports  were  then  submitted  as  to  each  of 
the  eleven  constituencies  which  are  to  he 
contested.  There  was  an  optimistic  ring  in 
the  speeches,  the  facts  placed  beforo  the  con- 
ference being  very  encouraging, 

Mise  H.  Enfield,  on  behalf  of  tho  Central 
Council  of  tho  Guild,  promised  help  to  tho 
Co-operative  candidates  whenever  possible,  and 
Mr.  Mercer  announced  tliat  at  a meeting  of  the 
National  Men’s  Guild  Council  it  was  decided 
to  issue  a circular  to  the  branches  asking  them 
to  assist  the  candidates. 

Tho  Chairman  cordially  wished  the  can- 
didates success  at  the  polls. 


The  National  Convention  of  the  Workers’ 
Educational  Association  is  being  held  iurthe’ 
Whitworth  Hall  of  tho  University,  Man- 
chester, to-day  (Saturday).  Among  the 
speakers  are  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Manchester  (Dr.  W.  Temple),  who  is  the 
president  of  tho  association;  Sir  Henry 
Miers  (Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University), 
Dr.,  Norman  Campbell,  So.D.,  F.Inst.P., 
and]  Profossor  H.  B,  .Charlton,  M. A. 


The  C.W.S.  fish,  game,  and  poultry  de- 
partment at  Manchester  had  on  view  in  the 
sale-room  on  Tuesday  hares  from  tho  King's 
shoot  at  King's  Lynn.  Pheasants,  grouse, 
and  partridges  from  the  society’s  estates 
were  also  on  show. 

The  new  premises  of  the  Bristol  branch 
office  of  tho  Co-operativo  Insurance  So’ciety, 
in  Prince-street,  were  formally  opened  on 
Wednesday,  October  18tb,  by  Sir  Thomas 
Allen  (chairman  of  the  society)*  . 


The  industrial  League  and  Cornu  il,  nu 

organisation  which  has  for  its  object  the  im- 
provement of  relations  between  employers 
and  employed,  has  arranged  a week-end 
conference,  from  October  2Sth  to  the  30tli, 
at  “ Watermillock,”  Astle.v  Bridge.  Bolton. 
The  Bishop  of  Manchester  (Dr.  W.  Temple) 
is  the  chairman. 


“ Direct  Co-operative  Repre- 
sentation in  Parliament,” 

By  SIR  WM.  MAXWELL  and  olhen, 

“The  Truth  About  the 
Capital  Levy,” 

By  A.  V.  ALEXANDER. 

“ Co-operators  and  the 
General  Election.” 

By  FRED  BRAMLEY. 

“ The  World-wide  Attack  on 
Co-operation,” 

From  Foreign  Correspondent  i. 

SEE  NEXT  WEEKS 

“Co-operative  News. 


UCTOIIKR 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


making  the_people  poorer. 

INDUSTRIAL  INDICTMENT  OF  MR.  LLOYD  GEORGE. 

BY  A.  W.  HUMPHREY. 


/ cast  myself  on  the  people,  whose  cause 
j have  never  betrayed  during  the  thirty-two 
s 0/  n strenuous  public  life. — Mr.  Lloyd 
Jeobok.  at,  Manchester. 

Wues  .the  war  was  in  progress  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  urged  the  workers  to  set  no  limit  to 
their  sacrifice.  The  utmost  sacrifice,  lie  said, 
^uld  not  o|l>y  save  the  world  but  save  it 
my  largely  for  the  workers.  By  their  sacri- 
gfe  in  the  war  the  workers  would  have  estab- 
jjgheJ  a claim  to  be  freed  for  ever  from  the 
poverty  and  insecurity  that  beset  them  before 
the  peace  was  broken.  So  said  Mr.  Lloyd 
George. 

The  argument  continued  that  when  the 
menace  of  militarism  was  removed,  wealth 
ind  energy  hitherto  bound  to  the  service  of 
UI  Would  he  freed.  In  the  resources  so 
released  lay  the  material  for  the  New  World, 
and  when  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
and  his  Government  would  at  once  set  about 
the  work  of  building.  Plans  and  specifica- 
tions, indeed,  were  prepared  while  the  war 
was  on.  If  the  hideous  sufferings  of  the 
“peace”  have  not  blotted  them  from  memory, 
workers  will  recollect  that  the  specifications 
of  the  New  World  made  it  clear  that  poverty 
and  unemployment  were  to  have'  no  place 

' therein. 

An  Opposite  Policy. 

| Four  years  have  passed  since  the  war  ended, 
and  (by  the  war-time  reasoning  of  Mr.  Lloy# 
c George)  militarism  was  smashed.  What  of 
the  condition  of  the  people  ? 

Xo  section  of  the  working  class  is  better  off 
than  before  the  war. 

A very  large  projjortion  of  the  working  class 
is  actually  worse  off. 

Unemployment  to-day,  and  for . the  last 
eighteen  months,  is  and  has  been  greater  than 
at  any  previous  period  of  the  country’s  history. 

Where  is  the  New  World  ? That  is  the 
question  to  which  Mr.  George  must  find  an 
answer  in  this  election.  It  will  tax  all  his 
cleverness  to  compose  a plausible  reply,  for 
the  truth  is  this : the  New  World  is  still  to 
geek,  not  because  Mi-.  Lloyd  George  tried  to 
build  it  and  failed,  but  because  Mr.  Lloyd 
f George  shaped  his  policy  with  the  idea  of 
preventing  the  laying  of  a single  stone.  Millions 
of  workers  are  poorer  to-day  than  they  were 
before  the  war,  millions  more  are  no  better 
off,  and  all  have  but  a precarious  hold  on 
even  the  mean  standard  of  comfort  they  now 
suffer. 

Mr.  Lloyd  George  succeeded  in  making  him- 
wlf  the  tool  of  a plutocracy  gorged  with  gain 
»nd  flushed  with  power,  yet  fearful  withal 
that,  in  a heaving  world,  all  might  slip  from 
their  grasp  unless  their  hold  were  made  doubly 
secure.  The  plutocracy  saw  in  the  “ Peace  ” 
s time  for  the  consolidation  of  their  gains 

Some  Are  Nofr  Poorer. 

"We  are  all  poorer  because  of  the  war.” 
This  is  one  of  the  cant  sayings  of  our  time, 
to  not  believe  it.  On  the  contrary  some 
people  are  richer  because  of  the  war.  They 
are  those  people  who  just  now  will  be  sending 
cheques  to  the  party  funds. 

The  people  who  are  poorer  are  those  whom 
I*®  Coalition  has  made  poorer.  How  was 
it  done  ? 

in  its  broadest  aspect  the  method  resolved 
■taelf  into  this  : by  creating  and  countenancing 
*i>uge  mass  of  unemployed  the  Government 
■ere  the  working  class  an  easy  prey  to  the 
capitalist  attack  on  wages.  While  it  would 
true  to  say  that  all  the  unemployment 
U the  consequence  of  the  Government’s  policy 
■“-after  such  a war  a certain  dislocation  of 
e labour  market  was  inevitable — it  is  the 
4et  that  much  of  it  has  been  directly  created 
J the  Government  of  which  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
the  head.  As  though  the  dislocation 
j^'onod  by  demobilisation  were  not  enough, 
0 Government  closed  all  the  war  factories 
he  interests  of  private  capitalists  instead 
jj.lurn‘n£  them  to  the  production  of  those 
ng8  of  which  the  war  left  an  acute  shortage, 
'workers  were  thrown  on  to  the  streets, 
/lc  1 of  the  unemployment  in  the  coalfields 
b Ue  to  Gic  destruction  of  the  export,  market 
the  6 *>eace  Treaty.  Shipyard  workers  walk 
a*"*  because  their  market  has  been 
e<l  with  confiscated  German  shipping. 

^ Ven  Bupposing  it.  could  be  successfully 

1*iat  tllC  Government  is  directly 
lioce”3)'^0  *or  mu°D  the  unemployment 
fimt  1 ° nrm^t‘ce»  remains  a patent  fact 
Dover  °nC°  unemployed  were  there,  the 
rn'iient  loft  them  there.  Dr.  Macnamara 


may  parade  statistics  of  millions  spent.  Com- 
pare his  millions  with  the  number  of  workless, 
find  out  how  many  men  have  been  found 
work,  and  it  at  orice  becomes  apparent  that 
neither  in  the  numbers  of  men  given  a job, 
nor  the  length  of  time  they  have  been  em- 
ployed, nor  the  amount  that  has  been  paid  to 
the  individual  man  has  the  Government  done 
more  than  drain  off  a drop  or  two  from  the 
ocean  of  misery  and  want. 

Assisting  the  Capitalist  Attack. 

Had  the  Government  adopted  the  Labour 
Party’s  policy  of  Work  or  Maintenance,  the 
trade  unions  would  have  been  able  to  meet  the 
capitalist  attack  on  wages  on  more  equal 
terms.  For  that  very  reason  work  or  main- 
tenance was  denied.  Instead,  at  a critical 
stage  of  the  wages  war,  the  Government 
reduced  the  unemployment  benefit  and  thereby 
played  directly  into  the  employers’  hands. 
Even  the  Poor-Law  doles  have  mainly  come 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  poorest.  Of  the 
State  unemployment  benefit,  of  course,  one- 
third  comes  directly  out  of  the'  wages  of  the 
workers,  and  of  the  State's  contribution  they 
pay  a large  share  indirectly,  through  taxation. 
But  what  of  poor  relief  1 Mr.  Lloyd  George, 
by  refusing  to  make  what  is  obviously  a 
national  problem  a national  charge  and 
thrusting  the  burden  upon  the  local  authorities 
lias  left  the  poor  to  maintain  the  poor,  inas- 
much as- it  is  the  poorest  districts  which  are 
most  afflicted  with  unemployment. 

This  neglect  of  the  unemployed  and  creation 
of  unemployment,  with  its  consequent  effect 
upon  the  standard  of  life  of  the  whole  working 
class  is,  as  I have  said,  the  broadest  aspect 
of  Mx-.  Lloyd  George’s  policy  of  making  the 
people  poorer,  but  the  charge  can  be  brought 
home  to  him  on  more  detailed  counts. 

Even  the  Weakest 

There  is  the  case  of  coal.  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
knew  quite  well  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
the  sudden  decontrolling  of  coal  in  March  last 
year,  five  months  before  decontrol  was  provided 
for  under  his  own  Act  of  Parliament.  He 
knew  that  the  lock-out  must  follow  and  that 
the  miners  would  fight  at  a heavy  disadvan- 
tage, that  their  standard  of  life  was  imperilled 
as  never  before. 

The  case  of  the  agricultural  workers  is  even 
worse.  No  man  in  the  kingdom  is  pledged 
deeper  to  improve  the  lot  of  the  workers  on 
the  land  than  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  yet  his 
Government  abolished  the  Agricultural  Wages 
Board.  When  the  board  came  to  an  end  the 
lowest  rural  wage  in  England  and  Wales 
was  42s.  a week.  Within  two  months  wages  in 
many  counties  dropped  to  30s. , and  at  the 
moment  are  likely  in  many  districts  to  fall  to 
25s.  That  amount  is  actualy  being  paid 
already  in  some  areas.  The  winter  will  thus 
see  a state  of  semi-starvation  throughout  the 
country-side,  if  matters  are  left  to  take  their 
course. 

In  a community  like  ours  the  standard  of  life 
of  great  masses  of  people  cannot  bo  depressed 
without  reacting  on  others.  Low  wages  breed 
both  low  wages  and  unemployment  elsewhere. 
The  miners  and  the  agricultural  workers  and 
their  families  represent  not  less  than  a fifth 
of  the  total  population,  and  their  greatly 
reduced  consumption  must  be  an  appreciable 
factor  in  pe  petuating  industrial  stagnation. 

Millions  Submerged. 

Not  even  the  weakest  have  escaped  Mr. 
Lloyd  George’s  crusade  for  capital.  His  own 
Whitley  Committee,  whoso  report  was 
trumpeted  os  the  harbinger  of  equity  and 
prosperity  in  industry,  recommended  Trade 
Boards  in  traded  where  organisation  was  weak, 
and  when  the  Wages  (Temporary  Regulation) 
Act,  which  in  some  measure  acted  as  a brake 
on  reductions  of  wages,  was  repealed,  an 
implied  assurance  was  . given  that  workers 
not  well  organised  would  pass  under  the 
protection  of  the  Trade*'' Boards  Act.  Here, 
again,  an  opposite  policy  was  pursued. 
Employers  frowned  on  the  Trado  Boards  and 
Mr.  Lloyd  George  obediently  slowed  down 
the  operation  of  the  Aot,  and,  by  cutting  down 
the  staff  of  the  Trado  Board  Department, 
impaired  the  efficiency  of  the  system. 

What,  too,  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George’s  greatest 
hoax  of  all,  the  National  Industrial  Conference 
of  Employers  and  Trade  Unions,  which 'he 
called  together  in  1919,  promising  to  carry 
out  any  proposals  on  which  the  conference 

[Continued  at  foot  of  fourth  oolumn.] 


A Business  Man’s  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 


A general  election  is  now  on  us,  and  as  the 
one  thing  that  the  business  community  hates 
is  uncertainty,  it  is.  on  the  whole,  glad  that  the 
date  is  fixed  so  early.  So  far  as  the  business 
community  is  concerned,  there  are  rejoicings 
at  the  downfall  of  the  Coalition.  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain  will  never  be  forgiven  by  tho 
business  world  for  having  increased  the  excess 
profits  duty  after  he  had  given  them  to  under- 
stand that  a reduction  was  coming  along. 
The  financial  papers  seem  to  think  that  it  does 
not  matter  much  which  Government  we  have, 
so  long  as  it  is  not  Labour ; the  obvious  con- 
clusion Jo  be  drawn  from  this  is  that  Labour 
is  the  only  party  likely  to  interfere  with  the 
piling  up  of  big  profits  by  private  enterprise, 
which  is  true  enough.  It  is  unfortunate  in 
some  ways  that  the  election  turmoil  is  divert- 
ing our  attentiooirom  European  affairs,  which 
in  an  economic  sense  are  rapidly  going  from 
bad  to  worse.  Germtfny  is  smashing  up 
financiall}',  and,  as  I have  long  prophesied,  the 
French  and  Belgian  franc  are  depreciating 
accordingly.  If  the  Conservatives  are  returned 
to  power,  they  will  follow  a policy  that  will 
aid  their  friends  and  put  up  the  cost  of  living — 
apart  perhaps  from  beer ; but  they  will  have 
a more  powerful  opposition  than  when  they 
were  in  power  behind  the  cloak  of  Mr.  Lloyd 
George. 

Tea  Consumption. 

Harrisons  and  Crosfield  Limited  is  the 
greatest  firm  in  the  tea  and  rubber  trade,  and 
thlfc  speech  of  the  chairman  at  the  annual 
meeting  is  always  awaited  with  the  greatest 
interest  by  persons  concerned  with  these  two 
industries.  At  the  meeting  held  last  week  the 
chairman,  Mr.  C.  Heath  Clark  (who,  by  the 
way,  was  Mayor  of  Croydon  last  year),  indi- 
cated the  great  improvement  that  had  occurred 
(from  the  standpoint  of  the  producer)  in  the 
position  of  tea.  -At  the  end  of  August,  1921, 
stocks  under  bond  amounted  to  197,000,000 
lbs. ; at  the  end  of  August  last  they  had  fallen 
to  140.000.000  lbs.  Tho  world  production  this 
year,  which  has  been  held  in  check  by  weather, 
does  not  amount  to  more  than  640,000,000  lbs., 
against  an  estimated  consumption  of  about 

710.000. 000  lbs.,  which  will  mean  a further 
reduction  in  stocks.  Tho  crop  has  been  re- 
duced also  by  the  insufficient  labour  force  on 
some  estates,  and  by  more  careful  plucking  on 
the  part  of  most  producers,  who  have  paid 
more  attention  to  quality  than  to  quantity. 
Russia  and  Poland  used  to  take  something  like 

200.000. 000  lbs.  of  tea  per  annum  ; this  year 
they  may  take  15,000,000  lbs. ; and  it  is  sur- 
prising that  with  so  enormous  a consumer 
practically  out  of  the  market,  the  world 
consumption  should  hardly  have  diminished, 
the  deficiency,  being  made  up  by  increased 
consumption  in  other  countries.  The  chair- 
man of  Harrisons  and  Crosfields  gave  tho 
following  figures  as  to  consumption  in  1913  and 
the  estimated  consumption  for  the  present 
year : — 

Tea  Consumption. 

Present  year 
1913.  (estimated). 

Lbs.  Lbs. 

United  Kingdom  . 306,000,000  ..410.000,000 
United  States  ....  97,000,000  ..  90,000,000 

Australasia 43,000,000  ..  52,000,000 

Canada  37,000,000  ..  38,000,000 

India  20,000.000  ..  30,000.000 

. Russia  and  Poland.  167,000,000  ..  15,000,000 
Other  European 

countries 33,000,000  . . 38,000,000 

Tho  rest  of  the 

world 34,000,000  . . 37,000,000 

It  may  be  said  briefly  that  the  tea.  plantation 
industry,  which  was  doing  very  badly  a year 
or  so  ago,  now  looks  as  though  it  were  in  for  a 
period  of  prosperity,  and  the  consumer  in  this 
country  cannot  look  forward  to  any  reduction 
' in  the  price  of  his  favourite  beverage  unless  ho 
(or,  to  be  even  more  correct,  she)  votes  in  tho 
forthcoming  election  for  people  who  will  move 
towards  a reduction  in  the  duty  on  tea  rather 
than  a reduction  in  the  super-tax. 

London  Milk  Profits. 

The  milk  supply  of  London,  such  as  it  is,  is 
very  largely  in  the  hands  of  a combine  entitled 
United  Dairies  Limited,  which  has  just  issued 
its  report  for  the  twelve  months  ended’ Juno 
30tli,  1922.  The  takings  of  the  combine  for 
the  year  amount  to  £622,735,  as  compared  with 
£385,417  for  tho  previous  year,  and  tho  net 
profit,  aftor  paying  directors’  fees  and  interest 
on  loans,  -was  £452,691,  as  against  £356,186  a 


year  ago.  The  company  was  only  formed  in 
1915,  so  it  is  impossible  to  compare  its  present 
profits  with  pre-war  profits.  Among  the  well- 
known  milk  concerns  included  in  it  are  the 
Aylesbury  Dairy  Company,  Alliance  Dairy 
Company,  Welfords,  West  London  Dairy 
Company,  and  Wilts  United  Dairies.  The 
following  table  shows  the  annual  results  since 
its  formation : — 

Year 

ondoil  Issued  Net  Ord.  Carry 

Juuo  3il.  capital,  profit.  dlv.  forw'd. 

£ £ % £ 

1916.. .  933,000..  66,500..  8*  . . 12.GOO 

1917. .  . 940.200  . . 103,000  . . 9J-  . . 43,900 

1918.. . 2. 331.500  ..  143,800  ..10  ..  39,900 

1919. . .2,430,700  . . 233,400  . . 10  . . 84.900 

1920.. . 3. 281. 300  ..  279,700  ..  12$  ..  102.500 

1921.. . 3.451. 200  ..  356,200  ..  12.t  ..  132,700 
1922.  ..3,908,800  ..  452,700  ..  121  ..  101,300 

It  will  be  observed  that  both  the  capital 
invested  and  the  profits  have  increased 
steadily,  but  the  profit  on  the  capital  has 
increased  in  greater  ratio  than  the  capital,  for 
whereas  in  1918  it  represented  616  of  tho 
capital,  in  1920  8 52,  and  192L  10  32,  for  tho 
last  financial  year  it  worked  out  at  11-58  per 
cent.  If  it  looks  strange  that  with  a profit 
equivalent  to  11-85  per  cent,  of  the  capital  the 
company  pays  a dividend  of  12£  per  cent.,  it 
should  be  pointed' out  that  part  of  its  capital 
is  in  6 per  cent,  preference  shares,  and  that  the 
difference  between  that  .6  per  cent,  and  tho 
percentage  of  the  profit  earned  on  the  entire 
capital  becomes  available  for  the  ordinary 
shares. 


THE  MILK  TRADE. 


A NATIONAL  CONFERENCE. 


The  National  Comparative  .Milk  Con- 
sumers’ Federation  i.s  arranging  a general 
conference  of  societies  engaged  in  the  milk 
business,  to  be  held  at  either  Derby  or  .Shef- 
field, on  Saturday,  November  4th.  Tho 
purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  discuss  the  pro- 
posal now  before  the  dairy  trade  for  the 
establishment-of  permanent  joint  committees 
of  milk  producers  and  milk  retailors 
throughout  the  country,  to  nrrimga  whole- 
sale nud  retail  prices,  ancl  to  deal  with  other 
matters  incidental  to  the  trade.  Notices  or 
the  conference  will  be  posted  to  all  societies 
belonging  to  the  federation  as  soon  as  the 
arrangements  are  completed,  and  other 
societies  desirous  of  being  represented  may 
obtain  invitations  on  communication  with 
the  Secretary  (Mr.  W.  H.  Kirkland),  2, 
Belmont  Avenue,  Pendleton,  Manchester. 


OUT  IN  LABRADOR. 

DR.  GRENFELL  ON  CO-OPERATION. 


Du.  Wilfred  Thomson  Grenfell, 
C.M.G.,  bettor  known  as  “ Grenfell  of 
Labrador,”  in  addition  to  being  a medical- 
missionary,  explorer,  scholar,  author,  and 
pioneer  of  civilisation,  is  a firm  believer  in 
eo-operation. 

A week  ago  he  showed  a Dewsbury 
audience  0 picture  of  a Labrador  store.  He 
told  them  he  had  been  to  Manchester,  where 
ho  had  been  shown  the  way  eo-oporntion 
worked,  and  then  he  went  back  to  Labrador 
to  help  to  start  co-operation  there.  His 
picture  was  of  a little  building  connected 
with  the  Spot  Gash  Co-operative  Company 
I,td.  Although,  ho  remarked,  its  chief 
characteristic  was  its  limited  nature,  it  was 
a most  efficient  institution.  As  in  England, 
the  co-operative  societies  were  particular  lv 
valuable  to  the  pcorer  classes,  and  were  of 
benefit  to  everybody.  One  good  tiling  thev 
did  was  to  supersede  the  11  truck  system.” 
He  also  showed  lantern  pictures  of  co- 
operative saw-mills  lie  had  lielped  to  bring 
into  exisfcenoe. 


[Continued  from  second  column  ] 

agreed  ? One  of  the  recommendations  of 
tho  conference  was  a legal  minimum  wage  for 
all  workers,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  George  wrote  to 
the  joint  sub-committee  of  the  conference,  on 
May  1st,  1919 : ”•  I accept  the  principle  that 
minimum  rates  of  wages  should  for  all  indus- 
tries be  applicable  by  law."  Where  is  the 
legal  minimum  wage  to-day  ? Gone  in 
agriculture,  threatened  under  the  Trade  Boards 
Act  and  nowhere  else  set  up.  Yet  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  says  he  never  betrayed  the  people  ! 

“ I will  servo  my  country  in  any  capacity," 
says  the  Premier,  “ so  long  as  God  gives  me 
strength."  The  electorate  should  eeo  that 
henceforth  he  servos  in  the  capacity  of 
speotator. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS . 
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THE  VENDETTA  OF  THE  FASCISTI. 

WHOLESALE  DESTRUCTION  OF  ITALIAN  CO-OPERATIVES. 


The  co-operative  movement  in  Italy,  we 
learn  from  Mr.  H.  J.  May,  general  secretary 
at  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance, 
nos  suffered  very  severely  from  the  recent 
activity  of  the  Fascist!,  the  self-constituted 
middle-class  “reformers”  who  are 
endeavouring  to  take  the  place  of  the 
Government  in  conserving  an  approval  of 
the  policy  of  the  bourgeoisie.  If  this  asso- 
ciation of  chiefly  youthful  zealots  confined 
its  activities  to  propagating  the  spread  of 
ideas  no  serious  objection  could  bn  raised  to 
its  existence,  but  when  it  employs  every 
kind  of  violence  to  the  verge  of  civil  war 
*dn  order  to  impress  its  own  ideas  upon  the 
community,  and  by  so  doing  absolutely 
destroys  the  results  of  years  of  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  associated  workers,  whatever  its 
ideals  its  practice  can  only  be  described  as 
anarchy. 

-The  I.C.A.  is  sending  a special  delegation 
to  Italy  in  order  to  ascertain,  at  first  hand, 
the  extent  of  the  losses  sustained  by  co- 
operative societies  through  the  violence  and 
destruction  by  these  “cadets." 

In  the  province  of  Ferrara,  where  the 
devastation  began,  the  Board  of  the  Provin- 
cial Federation  of  Co-operative  Societies 
were  ordered  by  tlie  Fascisti  to  assemble, 
and  compelled  to  dismiss  certain  of  the 
directors  and  members  of  the  staff.  Those 
who  did  not  consent  were  compelled  to 
6uffer  the  destruction  of  their  property.  In 


the  province  of  Bologna  co-operative  socie- 
ties have  been  destroyed  or  compelled  to 
liquidate.  Damage  exceeding  two  million 
lire  has  been  done  in  this  district  alone.  In 
the  province  of  Milan  violent  attacks  have 
recently  taken  place,  and  goods  have  been 
looted  and  destroyed.  In  other  centres 
damage  to  the  extent  of  cme-nml-a-half  mil- 
lion lire  has  been  committed.  In  the 
province  of  Novara  societies’  premises 
have  been  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  goods 
scattered  amongst  the  ashes ; and  in  Tus- 
cany a general  scene  of  devastation  pre- 
sents itself.  In  many  other  parts  of  Italy 
spoliation  of  a similar  character  differing 
only  in  degree  has  been  carried  out  by  the 
Fascist  mobs. 

The  Italinu  National  League  of  Co-opera- 
tive Societies  has  undertaken  the  work  of 
co-operative  reconstruction  in  tile  hope  that, 
sooner  or  later,  the  Fascisti  will  declare  a 
truce  of  their  violence  so  far  as  it  is  directed 
towards  co-operative  organisations.  The 
co-operators  of  this  country  and  of  Europe 
generally  should  take  note  of  this  reign  of 
terror,  and  realise  some  of  the  difficulties 
of  their  fellow-co-operators  in  Italy,  who  are 
in  sore  need  not  only  of  their  sympathy  but 
of  their  practical  help.  As  soon  as  the 
delegation  of  the  Alliance  lias  reported  on 
the  position,  tlie  facts  will  be  communicated 
to  the  movement  generally  in  the  hope  that 
oo-operntors  will  come  to  the  rescue  of  their 
unfortunate  confreres  in  Italy. 


NORWAY’S  NATIONALS. 

REACH  HALF  THE  POPULATION. 

The  co-operative  movement  in  Norway, 
as  reported  at  the  recent  national  con- 
gress, shows  remarkable  progress  despite 
the  severe  industrial  depression  general,  in 
Europe. 

Tlie  two  national  co-operative  bodies — 
llie  Samvirkeeentralen,  composed  of  agri- 
cultural co-operatives,  and  the  Norges 
Kooperative  Landsforeuing,  founded  by 
the  city  workers  and  consumers,  now  cover 
over  3,000  local  co-operatives  with  a mem- 
bership in  excess  of  130,000  heads  of 
families,  reaching  nearly  half  the  entire 
population  of  the  country. 

The  financial  report  of  the  Norwegian 
Co-operative  Union’s  Wholesale  Society 
shows  annual  business  in  excess  of 

21.000. 000  crowns,  backed  by  a reserve 
fund  of  lialf-a-million  crowns  and  a bank- 
ing department  with  deposits  of  over 

3.000. 000  crowns. 

In  addition  to  this  large  wholesale 
business,  the  Norwegian  co-operators’ 
retail  societies  report  an  annual  turnover 
of  116.000.000  crowns,  on  which  a saving 
of  13,000,000  crowns,  or  11.37  per  cent., 
was  made  for  the  co-operators. 

Moreover,  the  Norwegian  co-operators 
conduct  a thriving  insurance  company — 
the  Sainvirke,  founded  in  January,  1922. 
It  writes  fire,  marine,  burglary,  and 
liability  insurance,  and  has  opened  agen- 
cies in  connection  with  tlie  co-operative 
banks  throughout  Norway. 

The  co-operators  also  own  seventy-one 
factories,  making  their  own  boots  and 
fthoes,  meat  products,  flour,  butter,  cloth- 
ing, and  knit  goods. 


KING  OF  ITALY,  CO-OPERATOR. 

The  .Co-operative  Union  of  Milan  salute 
the  King  of  Italy  as  a new  member  of  their 
large,  important,  and  flourishing  society. 
The  King  of  England  is  -a  member  of  an 
agricultural  co-operative  society.  It  is 
evidence  of  how  co-operation,  as  the  ideal 
economic  factor,  attracts  the  highest  as 
well  as  the  lowest. 


THE  WORLD  of  LITERATURE 

NEW  LABOUR  VOLUMES. 


The  Labour  Research  Department  is  en- 
gaged upon  a series  of  valuable  inquiries  into 
the  various  forms  of  capitalist  organisation  and 
the  issues  arising  out  of  the  relations  between 
capital  and  labour.  The  first — “ Labour  and 
Capital  in  the  Engineering  Trades  ” — has  now 
been  published. 

These  inquiries  will  be  useful  to  the  ordinary 
man  in  the  street,  because  at  all  times  be  finds 
it  difficult  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  as  to 
•tlie  rights  or  wrongs  of  any  particular  labour 
upheaval.  He  lacks  information,  therefore, 
as  a rule,  prejudice  is  the  deciding  factor. 

The  lock-out  in  the  engineering  industry  is 
a case  in  point.  Few  outside  the  industry 
knew  ranch  about  it.  They  had  statements 
from  tho  Employers’  Federation.  They  bad 
statements  from  the  Amalgamated  Engineer- 
ing and  other  unions  concerned.  They  could 
not  judge  between  the  two. 

Therefore  such  inquiries  as  this  are  valuable 
— if  people  will  only  read  them.  In  the  book 
the  engineering  industry  is  reviewed  both 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  capitalist  in- 
terests concerned  and  the  interests  of  engineer- 
ing workers.  It  is  based  on  the  evidence  and 
documents  put  before  the  Court  of  Inquiry 
of  May,  1922,  by  the  unions  concerned,  and, 
so  far  as  the  capitalist  interests  are  concerned,  ' 
on  the  material  available  from  official  publica- 
-tions  and  official  statistics,  and  from  financial 
journals.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Many  readers  of  Mr.  Barton's  history  will 
undoubtedly  say  that  it  is  biased  in  favour  of- 
Labour.,  And,  says  the  author,  "seeing  that 
I was  born  and  bred,  and  have  always  been  a 
member  of  the  working  class,  and  my  whole 
life  has  been  devoted  to  its  emancipation, 
it  is  possible  there  may  be  something  in  that 
contention.”  I think  that  there  is  even  more 
in  tlie  further  contention,  that  “ in  view  of 
histories,  ostensibly  impartial,  yet  weighted 
to  a degree  against  the  viewpoint  of  the  workers 
it  is  just  as  well  for  the  working  people  to  have 
a history  by  one  of  their  own.” 


FOR  HUNGRY  RUSSIA. 


Tub  above  is  a copy  of  a coupon  issued 
by  the  Toheeko-SIovak  Co-operative  Central 
Union  in  Prague.  It  represents  the  value 
of  two-and-a-half  crowns,  and  is  issued  for 
tho  special  benefit  of  tlie  famine-stricken 
■workers  and  children  of  Russia.  A half 
kilo  of  flour  can  be  bought  with  it. 


“ 1 enjoy  your  monthly  very  much,  and 
always  find  something  of  interest.” — A 
Montreal  reader  of  tho  “ Millgate.” 


CO-OPERATORS 


DESIROUS  OF  PURCHASING 


DWELLINGS, 

SHOULD  APPLY  TO  THE 


CO-OPERATIVE 


PERMANENT 


BUILDING  SOCIETY, 

22,  RED  LION  SQUARE, 
LONDON,  W.C.  1. 


ESTABLISHED  1884. 


ASSETS  EXCEED  £1,000,000. 


Jbiberal  Jidvanees 

on  

i Reasonable  Taerms. 


SEND  FOR  PROSPECTUS  AND  PROPOSAL  FORM 
AND 

BECOME 

YOUR  OWN  LANDLORDS 

[Mention  " Co-oprratiue  Naa.''l 


Mr.  Barton  does  not  write  quite  so  respect, 
fully  of  some  of  the  great  figures  of  histo 
qs  do  the  schoolmen.  He  writes  of  He  ^ 
VIII.  as  “ this  lecherous  aud  treacherous  rov3 
pillager  and  liar.”  The  description  mijS 
have  taken  a gentler  form.  It  cannot  ftL 
Henry.  It  might  hurt  tho  book  in  the  cvm 
of  some  of  its  readers.  Which  would  be  a pity 

For  the  book  is  a thoroughly  interesting  and 
informative  story  of  “ man’s  doings  from  the 
dawn  of  time  from  the  standpoint  of  the  dis- 
inherited.”  Mr.  Barton  has  succeeded  in 
his  desire  to  make  the  reader  feel  the  forces 
at  work  that  have  changed  and  are  changing 
the  face  of  society. 

The  historian  goes  back  to  the  time  when  the 
only  forms  of  living  matter  were  speck* *  of 
jelly.  He  looks  forward  to  a glorious  Co- 
operative  Commonwealth,  the  foundation 
of  which  are  already  laid. 

It  is  a far  cry  from  the  speck  of  jelly  to  the 
Commonwealth.  It  seems  even  now  a far 
cry  to  the  Commonwealth,  yet  if  we  read  care- 
fully— as  we  can  for  half-a-crown,  the  cost  of 
Mr.  Barton’s  book — something  of  what  has 
happened  since  the  jelly-speck  appeared  on 
the  earth,  we  cannot  but  be  encouraged,  for 
wo  see  that  each  stage  of  development  is 
shorter  than  its  predecessor. 

The  process  of  evolution  has  been  in  pro- 
gress many  millions  of  years.  Man  may  have 
been  on  the  earth  a quarter  million  years. 
Atffirst  progress  was  very  slow,  but,  as  Mr. 
Barton  points  out,  progress  speeds  up  with  tho 
greater  development  of  life  and  mind  and 
intelligence.  In  the  last  10,000  years  man 
made  more  progress  than  in  the  previous 

100,000.  In  the  last  200  years  man  made 
more  progress  than  in  the  previous  10,000. 
“ That  is  why,”  says --Mr.  Barton,  "the  in- 
stability of  the  present  time  is  dangerous  on 
the  one  hand,  but  full  of  hope  on  the  other.” 

The  “World  History  for  the  Workers” 
covers  an  enormous  amount  of  ground— tho 
first  item  in  tho  index  is  “ Action,  Council  of  ” ; 
and  the  last,  “ Xerxes  ” — but  it  is  absorbingly 
interesting.  It  will  act  as  a corrective  to  tho 
ordinary  histories  usually  within  the  reach  of 
a workman — but  will  he  take  advantage  of  it  1 


The  Independent  Labour  Party  lias  issued 
“ Keir  Hardie’s  Socialism  ” in  a neatly-printed 
booklet.  There  is  a foreword  by  Robert 
Smiilie,  who  recalls  that  he  first  met  “ the  man 
who  made  the  Laliour  Party  ” when  the  latter, 
then  scarcely  out  of  his  teens,  was  taking  n 
leading  part  in  tho  Lanarkshire  miners’ 
“ Tattio  Strike  ” ; so  called,  says  Smiilie, 
because  there  was  no  strike  pay,  and  the  only 
financial  assistance  available  went  to  buy 
potatoes.  The  miners  worked  a twelve-hour 
day,  then,  aud  the  pay  was  3s.  6d. 

The  booklet  is  an  endeavour  to  show  ''  Keir 
Hardie’s  gradual  development,  towards  tho 
acceptance  of  the  Socialist  principle,  and  to 
bring  together  Iris  definitions  of  Socialism 
so  that  the  reader  may  understand  exactly 
what  he  meant  by  Socialism,  and  why  he 
advocated  Socialism  as  the  remedy  for 
tho  ills  of  industrial  capitalism.'’ 

Such  definitions  are  peculiarly  necessary 
to-day,  for  wo  shall  hear  much  of  Socialism 
during  the  next  few  weeks.  So  many  people 
aro  talking,  and  will  talk,  of  Socialism  who 
know  little  of  what  Socialism  is.  It  will  ho 
attacked  by  men  and  women  whose  attacks 
will  lack  effect  iveness  because  they  do  not  know 
enough  of  the  target  to  sight  correctly.  H 
will  be  defended  by  men  and  women  who  don  t 
know  enough  of  that  which  they  defend  to 
defend  it  effectively.  It  is  little  use  attacking 
unless  you  knoiv  your  objective  thoroughly- 
It  i9  little  use  defending  unless  you  know  j 
what  the  position  is  that  you  are  defending* 
If  Socialism  is  to  be  attacked  or  detvndi  > 
let  us  know  exactly  what.  Socialism  is-  ‘ 1 
little  booklet,  therefore,  ought  to  bo  of  to 
both  sides. 

Many  people  who  did  not  agree  with  Hal  10 
admired  him  living,  revorenco  his  memory 
now  that  he  is  dead,  for  throughout  his  ® 
he  did  strive  to  serve  the  workers.  He 
himself  to  organise  tho  workers.  An  , 
Smillio  says,  it  was  bis  vision  and  his  1“  j° 
that  helped  to  build  up  tho  indepen  e 
political  Labour  Party  of  to-day-  , 
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REMEMBER  THE  15th,  BUT  DON’T 

FORGET  THE  1st. 

A WORD  ON  THE  MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS. 

FROM  A CORRESPONDENT. 


L - 

BERLIN’S  BURDEN. 

EFFORTS  to  keep  the 

CHILDREN  ALIVE. 

THE  GERMANY  OF  TO-DAY. 

By  WALTER  HALLS,  M.P. 

Mr.  Walter 
Halls,  M.P.  for 
Ilcy  wood,  and 
president  of  the 
Nottingham  Co- 
operative Society, 
recently  spent  a 
fortnight  in  Ger- 
many, and  in  a 
series  of  articles 
'published  in  news- 
papers circulating 
in  his  constituency 
describes  his  expe- 
riences and  impres- 
sions. Arriving  at 
‘ Berlin,  ho  and  his  friends  went  to  Wilhelms- 
hagen,  which  is  on  the  outskirts,  and  stayed 
at  the  Ivinderheim,  used  at  one  time  as  a 
sanatorium  for  trade  unionists.  It  was  con- 
verted into  a hospital  during  the  war,  and  is 
now  being  partly  utilised  as  a home  for  under- 
fed children  from  schools  in  Berlin. 

Mr.  Halls  got  into  conversation  with,  and 
was  permitted  to  visit  the  homes  of,  Germans  of 
varying  classes  of  society,  from  labourers  to 
university  students,  university  professor's,  and 
members  of  the  Reichstag. 

In  nearly  all  cases  coal,  butter,  and  eat- 
able bread  were  unknown  quantities. 

The  Workers’  Travel  Association  had  advised 
them  that  they'  must  be  prepared  to  find  the 
food  in  the  Kinderheim  not  quite  so  good  as 
that  they  were  accustomed  to,  though  they 
were  assured  it  would  be  of  much  better  quality 
than  that  obtainable  by  the  average  German. 
"Some  of  our  people,"  he  says.  “ had  said  on 
the  journey  out  that  they  would  make  a bold 
bid  to  subsist  on  the  same  kind  of  food  as  that 
eaten  by  the  Germans  themselves ; but  the 
truth  must  be  told,  and  nearly  all  of  them  fell 
at  the  first  hurdle,  viz.,  the  dark,  sour  bread, 
which  is  the  only  bread  obtainable  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  German  people.’ 

Cannot  Aflord  to  Feed  More. 

The  party  visited  an  elementary  school  iu 
one  of  the  poorer  quarters  of  Berlin,  and  there 
saw  the  children  being  fed.  Out  of  a large 
school  only  twenty-five  were  being  catered  for 
in  this  way.  “ When  we  inquired,”  says  Mr. 
Halls,  “ how  it  was  that  the  number  was  so 
small,  and  when  we  suggested  that  many  more 
of  the  children  looked  as  though  a good  feed 
would  be  useful  to  them,  we  were  told  that  the 
authorities  could  not  afford  to  feed  more.” 

The  chief  “ food  ” given  to  the  children  was 
milk— after  it  had  been  skimmed  and  then 
diluted  with  water.  Those  who  were  thus  to 
he  fed  were  selected  by  the  district  doctor  from 
the  very  much  larger  number  that  needed  food, 
hut  couldn’t  get  it.  “ We  saw  some  of  them 
in  their  classes  later,  and  I find  it  difficult  to 
Convince  myself  that  teaching  was  any  good 
to  them.  VVhat  they  needed,  and  no  doubt 
what  they  wanted,  was  more  milk.” 

A visit  was  paid  to  aiuopen-air  school.  This 
tvas  held  on  what  had  formerly  been  a military 
training.ground.  “ These  schools  were  estab- 
lished," we  were  told,  “ to  combat  some  of  the 
damage  done  to  child  life  by  the  war  and  the 
subsequent  under-feeding.”  In  these  ‘ schools  ’ 
the  children,  who  sleep  at  home  at  night,  spend 
sll  the  school  hours  in  bed  in  the  open  air. 

bring  one  meal  with  them,  and  gruel  was 
Supplied  by  the  Government,  while  additional 
*00(1  is  provided  by  the  Quakers. 

“ Bags  of  Bones.” 
far  as  I could  judge,”  says  Mr.  Halls, 
everything  is  being  done  for  these  children 
that  the  resources  of  Germany  will  allow,  and 
Although  many  of  them  looked  like  brown  bags 
°f  bones  Dr.  Fraulein  Ivrans — who  accom- 
panied  us  on  this  expedition— confidently  said 
ml  the  treatment  given  had  cuied  many  eases 
consumption  in  five  months. 

If  what  we  saw  is  typical  of  what  obtains 
in  ,Germany  generally,  then  it  is  clear 
‘hat  the  physique  of  the  German  race  is 
I1  Sroat  danger,  and  that  the  present 
government,  recognising  this,  are  doing 
that  their  limited  means  will  allow  to 
meet  and  conquer  the  danger. 

L,  „ t The  Other  Side. 

} et  this  is  a land  of  strange  contradictions 
Turing  explanations  for  the  observant 
gauger,  proceeds  Mr.  Halls.  “ Passing  down 
n r den  Linden,  that  magnificent  street  in 
ino  centre  of  Berlin,  on  through  the  Zoological 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


Municipal  el-actions  take  place  in  England 
on  Wednesday  next,  and  in  Scotland  on  the 
Tuesday  following. 

Interest  in  tlie.se  elections  is  never  ns 
great  as  it  should  be,  and  it  is  quite  possible 
that  this  year  it  will  be  less  than  over, 
although  it  should  not  be  so.  The  impend- 
ing oliauge  of  Government  should  not  damp 
the  energy  or  enthusiasm  of  those  who 
recognise  the  necessity  of  having  eo-opera- 
tor.s  on  the  town  council  as  wall  as  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  is  necessary  that 
co-operators  should  be  on  these  bodies  in  the 
interest  of  the  community  and  in  the 
interest  of  the  movement. 

Co-operative  societies  do  not  seek  any 
privileges,  but  they  do  object  to  playing 
second  fiddle  to  their  opponents. 

One  society  some  time  age  arranged  an 
exhibition,  and  applied  to  the  local  govern- 
ing body  for  an  extension  of  time  fur  the 
sjiIo  of  goods.  They  were  refus’d.  They 
did  not  complain ; it  was  the  law,  and  they 
were  quite  prepared  to  abide  by  it.  What 
raised  their  ire  was  this : A few  weeks 
before,  in  the  same  hall  as  they  proposed  to 
hire,  the  private  traders  held  an  exhibition 
and  chose  their  own  time,  which  was  beyond 
that  fixed  by  the  law,  fo’r  closing  clown  the 
sale  of  goods.  The  society  drew  the  authori- 
ties’ attention  to  this,  and  all  the  satisfac- 
tion they  got  was  that  the  authorities  did 
not  know  anything  about  it.  The  private 
traders  had  not  applied  for  an  extension! 
The  oo-operative  society  could  have  done  the 
same,  but  the  probability  is  that  they  would 
have  been  found  out  and  fined. 


EDUCATING  APPRENTICES. 


The  question  of  the  education  of  appren- 
ticed employed  by  Sunderland  Society  has 
been  settled.  The  whole  of  the  apprentices 
attend  classes  for  three  hours  each  week  in 
the  society’s  time,  and  these  classes  are  not 
only  compulsory,  but  those  who  fail  to 
secure  certificates  at  the  examinations  held 
every  year  under  the  Co-operative  Union  will 
not  secure  promotion.  Text-hooks  are  pro- 
vided, and  the  tutor  is  Mr.  Mason  (shops 
inspector). 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Bona  Fide  (Liverpool)-— The  only  advice 
we  have  to  offer  regarding  an  investment 
is  to  place  your  savings  with  your  co-opera- 
tive society,  which  will  use  the  money  to 
develop  its  own  business,  or  reinvest  it  in 
some  co-operative  undertaking  which  will 
benefit  you  as  well  as  vouv  fellow-workers. 

Mart  S.  Bertram.— We  may  adopt  your 
note  for  publication  if  the  candidate  is 
elected  to  Parliament,  but  cannot  use  in 
advance  of  election. 

“ Cv.vic.” — Next  week. 

A.  E.  Holmes. — The  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Golightly  was  corrected  at  the  C'.W.S. 
general  meeting  at  Manchester,  and.  the 
correction  was  reported  in  last  week's 
issue.  


Lord  Roe,  who  is  over  ninety  years  of 
age,  opened  the  Derby  Society’s  exhibition 
on  Friday,  last  week.  He  expressed  ap- 
proval of  the  co-operative  movement,  saying 
lie  thought  it  fulfilled  a useful  purpose. 


[Continued  from  first  column.] 

Gardens  on  any  fine  day,  one  will  see  no  signs 
of  tho  underworld  of  dangerous  poverty  and 
discontent.  Instead,  there  will  be  observed 
many  elegantly  and  even  expensively  attired 
ladies,  apparently  unconscious  of  what  was 
underneath  tho  surface,  and  nearly-  all  those 
things  which  are  taken  to  indicate  tho  pros- 
perity of  a great  metropolitan  city. 

“ Tho  restaurants  lack  no  customers,  and 
food3  and  liquids  which  hear  names  forgotten 
by  the  workers  may  there  be  had  in  abundance 
— if  you  can  only  bring  with  you  the  required 
bundles  of  marks.  The  Opera  House  is 
crowded  each  night,  and  from  the  great  stores, 
which  appear  to  me  to  be  much  more  mag- 
nificent than  anything  that  London  affords, 
afiy  article  of  luxury  may  be  purchased, 
pr  ovided  one  can  i peak  iu  terms  of  thousands 
of  marks.  To  every  inquiry  we  make  with 
regard  to  this  phenomenon  we  are  told  that, 
whilst  Germany  has  its  profiteers  and  ‘ its 
hard-faced  men  who  look  as  if  they  had  done 
well  out  of  the  war,’  the  principal  reason  for 
these  things  is  to  be  found  in  the  large  number 
of  foreigners  at  present  in  Germany,  and 
especially  in  Berlin.  '* 


The  some  society  has  a restaurant,  and 
noticing  that  a similar  place  of  business  in 
the  town  put  out  a largo  flag  to  attract 
custom,  they  decided  to  do  the  same.  The 
flag  was  hung  out.  A representative  of  the 
law  and  order  came  along  and-  said  the 
society  in  displaying  the  flag  was  contra- 
vening some  bye-law. 

'The  other  restaurant  had  had  its  flag  out 
for  weeks ; but  the  policeman  did  nor  know 
anything  about  it. 

The  society  have  complained  about  these 
petty  injustices,  but  beyond  the  official 
promise  of  seeing  into  tilings  they  have  got 
no  satisfaction. 

Wlmt  is  tlie  remedy  for  this  and  ether 
societies  similarly  situated?  It  is  summed 
up  in  one  sentence — the  return  cf  the  right 
men — their  own  men — at  tho  municipal 
elections. 

Apart  from  these  insidious  attempts  to 
get  tho  better  of  co-operative  societies  — 
attempts  almost  inevitable  when  councils  are 
filled  with  anti-oo-operators — co-operaturs 
ought  to  take  even,’  measure  to  capture  the 
municipal  machine.  It  exercises  the  powers 
given  to  it  by  Acts  of  Parliament— A good 
Act  can  ha  made  worthless  by  a reactionary 
council : and  a poor  Act  can  lie  made  the 
most  of  by  a progressive  council.  The  most 
progressive  council  is  one  in  which  co-opera- 
tive ideas  prevail.  It  will  secure  the 
greatest  good  for  the  community.  It  will  be 
as  economical  as  a council  manned  by  “ big 
business  ” ; but  its  economies  will  not 
strike  at  the  health  and  pleasure  and  cducii- 
tiou  and  comfort  of  the  masses. 


THE  GUILD  BAKERY. 

LIGHT  FROM  LOWESTOFT. 

HOW  THE  “GUILD”  IS 
CONSTITUTED. 

CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  PIONEERS 
CHEAP  BREAD. 

Following  upon  the  note  in  last  week’s 
“ Co-operative  News  ” with  reference  to 
the  Guild  Bakery  at  Lowestoft,  which  had 
been  boomed  through  the  daily  papers  for 
having  reduced  the  price  of  the  loaf  to  4d. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Bailey,  the  general  manager  of 
the  Lowestoft  Society,  sends  us  some 
particulars. 

“ Two  of  the  three  partners  in  tills  con- 
cern,” lie  says,  ” are  members  of  the 
Lowestoft  Co-operative  Society,  and  one 
of  them,  until  eighteen  months  ago,  a 
member  of  the  management  committee, 
whilst  all  three  partners  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  local  Labour  Party.” 

He  assumes  that  the  profit  from  the 
Guild- Bakery  will  be  divided  between  the 
three  partners,  and  that  “ nothing  in  the 
nature  of  a mutuality  or  a division  of  the 
surplus  with  the  customer  is  intended.” 

The  Lowestoft  Society  is  carrying  out  in 
practice  what  the  workers’  representatives 
are  continually  advocating,  viz.,  that  food- 
stuffs, and  especially  bread,  should  be 
placed  before  the  public  at  a reasonable 
price  consistent  with  a fair  return  being 
made  by  the  producer  or  distributor.  He 
believes  he  is  right  iu  asserting  that  the 
three  partners  composing  the  “ Guild  ” dis- 
tinctly come  under  the  heading  of  “ Private 
Traders.”  They  cannot  even  claim  to  be 
the  originators  of  the  cheap  loaf  in  Lowes- 
toft, as  the  society  sold  bread  at  4Jd.  per 
21b.  loaf  from  January  3rd  to  August  last, 
when  it  was  reduced  to  4Jd.,  then  in  Sep- 
tember to  4d.  (at  which  price  it  is  still 
selling) — that  is,  several  weeks  before  the 
“ Guild  ” combination  came  into  being. 

It  is  only  right  that  the  co-operative 
movement  should  have  the  credit  for 
putting  the  loaf  before  the  publio  in  this 
district  at  a Id.  per  quartern  lower  than 
the  official  price  of  the  local  Master 
Bakers'  Association. 

“ If,  continues  Mr.  Bailey,  “ the  re- 
sponse from  the  trade  union  section  of  the 
community  has  been  overwhelming,  then 
it  is  quite  certain  that  tho  trade  union 
section  in  Lowestoft  were  previously  giving 
their  trade  to  private  bakers,  as  the  in- 
crease in  bread  sales,  which  has  been  con- 
tinuous with  this  society  during  this  year, 
has  not  been  checked  in  the  slightest,  and 
evidently  co-operators  and  others  in  the 
Lowestoft  area  appreciate  our  efforts,  to 
serve  them  on  a reasonable  basis.” 

These  details  justify  the  query:  What 
are  the  aspirations  of  this  “Guild,”  and 
what  do  its  partners  hope  to  achieve  that 
the  society  of  which,  they  are  members 
cannot  achieve? 


USEFUL  WORK. 


PRODUCTIVE  FEDERATION 

MEETING  AT  LEICESTER. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Productive  Federation  was  held  at  the 
Co-operative  Hall,  Leicester,  on  October 
" m.’  ^r‘  T Axioms,  J.P.,  presiding. 

I he  report  stated  that  the  half-year  had 
not  brought  any  appreciable  improvement 
in  the  general  trade  of  the  country  as  a 
whole.  The  deplorable  extent  of  unem- 
ployment in  the  staple  trades  bad  seriously 
reduced  the  effective  demand  of  working- 
class  consumers,  with  the  inevitable  result 
of  depressed  purchases  by  co-operative  con- 
sumers’ societies.  This  general  condition 
of  commerce  had  been  aggravated  by  the 
continued  fall  iu  prices,  which  had'  con- 
strained buyers  to  extreme  caution,  and 
had  adversely  affected  The  trade  of  the 
federated  societies.  This  was  borne  out  by 
the  figures  of  the  trade  done  through  the 
joint  invoice  department,  which  was 
£129,309  for  the  half-year  as  against 
£177,953  for  the  corresponding  half  of  last 
year,  being  a reduction  of  £48,044. 

Joint  Advertising. 

It  was  indicated  that  a considerable 
amount  of  advertising  by  the  federated 
societies  had  been  done  through  the  joint 
advertising  scheme,  although  there  had 
been  a slight  falling  off  here  and  there 
where  the  advertisements  had  not  been 
deemed  as  efficacious  as  they  might  be.  It 
was,  however,  felt  that  whilst  every 
endeavour  riuist  be  made  to  avoid  unneces- 
sary expenditure  or  indiscriminate  adver- 
tising, yet  there  was  perhaps  now  more 
urgent  need  for  specialised  advertising  aiul 
skilled  publicity  than  ever  there  was,  and 
that  it  was  not  always  true  economy  to 
restrain'rexpenditiire  in  this  direction! 

Mr.  J.  J.  Worley  (secretary)  gave  an 
interesting  account  of  his  visit  to  Moscow 
as  the  C’.P.F.  delegate  to  the  Russian  Co- 
operative Congress,  which  incidentally 
revealed  some  of  the  difficulties  connected 
with  international  co-operative  trade. 

The  work  of  the  supervision  department 
was  greatly  appreciated  by  many  societies 
who  sought  advice  and  guidance' in  special 
accountancy  matters.  New  societies  have 
been  registered  under  its  supervision  and 
have  been  put  on  right  lines  so  far  as 
their  accounts,  &c.,  were  concerned. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Mercy  (Sileby  Excelsior  Boot 
Society)  was  appointed  to  the  executive 
committee  of  the  Federation  to  fill  the 
special  vacancy  created  by  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  J.  Wale  (Equity  Boot  Society).  The 
Federation’s  representatives-  on  other 
bodies  are  as  follows: — Co-operative  Party 
Executive,  Councillor  H.  J.  Potter;  Joint 
Exhibitions’  Committee,  Messrs.  Adams, 
Mann,  and  Worley : Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee,  Mr.  J-.  J.  Worley;  Joint  Trade 
Propaganda  Committee,  Congress  Recep- 
tion Committee,  Central  Committee,  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance,  Mr.  J.  J, 
Worley. 

It  was  intimated  that  the  circulation  of'' 
the  “Co-operators’  Year  Book”  had  been 
well  maintained,  and  that  it  had  been 
favourably  reviewed  iu  co-operative  and 
trade  union  journals. 


IRISH  PROFITEERING. 

DAIL  EIREANN  ORDERS 
SPECIAL  COMMISSION. 

EFFECT  OF  CHEAP  CO-OPERATIVE 
LOAF. 

The  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  loaf  by 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Co-operative  Society, 
Woolwich,  a few  weeks  ago,  led  the  “ Irish 
Times”  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
while  the  loaf  was  being  sold  at  8d.  in  Lon- 
don, price  in  Dublin  was  lid.  That  journal 
urged  that  a special  inquiry  should  be  insti- 
tuted by  the  Provisional  Government  so  ns 
to  ascertain  why  the  cost  of  living  was  so 
high  in  Dublin. 

On  Friday  last  Dail  Eireann  decided  that 
the  Minister  for  Industry  and  Commerce 
should  set  up  a Commission  on  Prices  to 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  prices,  oasts, 
and  profits  at  all  or  any  stage  of  production 
and  distribution;  and  to  make  recommenda- 
tions in  any  cases  in  which  prices,  cost^,  and 
profits  are  thought  to  be  unreasonable. 

If  tho  Commission  pursues  its  task 
zealously,  some  useful  exposures  should  lie 
made.  Mr.  Figgis,  the  well-known 
economist  of  the  Dan,  stated  on  Friday  that 
in  one  instance  a load  of  55  dozen  cabbages 
was  sold  for  12s.,  and  tlie  retail  price  after- 
wards was  3d.  and  Id.  a head,  making  about 
£10  for  the  load. 

The  cost  of  living  is  undoubtedly  high  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland;  and  it  is  particularly 
interesting  to  observe  that  the  demand  for 
prices  to  lie  fixed  by  the  manufacturer-. or 
producer  which  has  been  so  frequently  voiced 
iu  the  columns  of  the  “ Co-operative  News,” 
is  nlso  gaining  volume  in  Ireland.  Even 
among  tlie  agricultural  class  the  view  is 
held  that  agricultural  produce  should  be  sold 
on  n system  which  would  enable  the  farmer 
to  fix  the  retail  price  of  his  produce  so  ns 
to  get  rid  of  the  toll  of  the  middleman. 

The  Dail  Commission  should  devote  special 
attention  to  the  railway  companies.  Tho 
total  mileage  of  Irish  railways  is  tail'd  to  ho 
twenty-five  less  than  tlie  lines  of  the  London 
and  North-Western  Company ; but  these 
railways  are  the  property  of  no  fewer  than 
seventeen  companies,  with  direct  orates,  chief 
officials,  and  headquarter  staffs. 

Tile  co-operative  movement  in  Ireland 
should  be  able  to  give  the  Commission  useful 
evidence. 
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SOUTHERN  SNAPSHOTS. 


During  the  Inst  half-year  the  London  Co- 
operative Society  sold  1,344,057  gallons  of 
milk. 

One  of  the  London  Society’s  branches  re- 
ceived £165  in  gold  as  share  capital  the 
other  day. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  a rally  of  the  Men’s 
Guilds  in  London,  at  the  C.W.S.  Assembly 
Hall,  I Mnan-street,  in  December  next. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  secretary  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee,  last  week 
attended  the  Pure  Milk  Conferemo,  held  An 
the  Loudon  Guildhall. 

Mr.  S.  Rees,  organiser  to  the  Co-operative 
Party,  has  lately  addressed  meetings  on  the 
work  of  the  party  at  Bournemouth.  West 
Norwood,  and  Bcrkhumsted. 

Mr.*T.  W.  Mercer,  one  of  the  hon.  secre- 
taries of  the  National  Co-operative  Men  ® 
Guild,  addressed  a meeting  of  Folkestone 
Guiklsmen  on  Friday' evening. 

Mi.  Mepstead,  who  has  resigned  the  posi- 
tion of  < Inef  engineer  of  the  London  Society, 
received  as  a parting  gift  a silver  cigarette 
case  from  the  members  of  the  stalf. 

The  Dartford  Industrial  Society  sees  to 
it  that  the  local  Public  Library  is  supplied 
with  copies  of  all  our  publications — an  ex- 
ample worth  emulating  everywhere. 

The  sum  of  £33  17s.  4d.  was  paid  as  death 
benefit  to  a Chadwell  Heath  member  of  the 
London  Society.  The  claim  was  made  on 
October  7th,  and  Lhe  cheque  paid  on  October 
9th. 

The  London  Society  is  arranging  a special 
discount  at  Is.  in  the  pound  on  purchases 
made  in  the  dry  goods  department  during 
dividend  week — October  30th  to  November 
4th. 

Mr.  George  Riddle's  Congress  paper  will 
be  introduced  by  Mr.  R.  Hibberd  at  a 
district  conference,  which  has  lieen  fixed 
to  take  place  on  November  18th  at  the 
Council  School.  Child’s  Way,  Hampstead 
Garden  Suburb. 

Mr.  G.  £1.  Speight,  the  hon.  secretary  of 
the  Oat  ford  Men’s  Guild,  has  been  elected 

R resident  of  the  London  District  of  the 
atioual  Co-operative  Men's  Guild,  in  suc- 
cession to  Mr.  C.  Wood,  who  has  removed 
from  (lie  neighbourhood. 

A fire  broke  out  on  premises  belonging  to 
the  ILR'hl  Arsenal  Society  at  Woolwich,  on 
Sunday  morning.  The  stnhies  were  filled 
with  smoke  from  the  outbreak  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  building,  and  the  hordes  were 
safely  removed  by  the  employees  and  mem- 
bers of  the  public. 

Sir  Charles  Hicham,  the  well-known  ad- 
vertising expert,  lias  been  prohibited  by  his 
doctor's  orders  from  undertaking  any  plat- 
form work  at  present.  The  lecture  arranged 
by  the  London  district  of  the  National  Co- 
operative Managers’  Association  to  take 
place  next  month  has,  therefore,  been 
cancelled. 

The  Rochester  Society  has  increased  its 
sales  for  the  quarter  just  ended  by  7 per 
cent.  The  society  is  opening  new  confec- 
tionery and  hardware  departments  this 
week.  An  increasing  trade  is  being  done 
in  country  districts  owing  to  the  engage- 
ment of  a canvasser.  The  edurationnl  com- 
mittee are  organising  a campaign  in  the 
country  districts. 

In  connection  with  the  cc-operative 
exhibition  which  is  being  held  at  the 
Brighton  Dome  a sectional  conference  will 
take  place  on  Saturday.  November  11th, 
when  Mr.  Burt  Williams,  of  the  C.W.S. 
Financial  Propaganda  Department,  will 
give  an  address  on  “ Co-operative  Trade.” 
The  arrangements  are  being  jointly  nindo 
by  tbe  Southern  Sectional  Board  and  the 
Women’s  Guild. 

The  exhibition  organised  by  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society  at  the  Camberwell  Baths 
will  be  opened  on  Saturday.  November  25th 
and'eloscd  on  December  2nd. 

A football  club  baa  been  formed  in  con- 
nection with  the  Lambeth  branch  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society,  and  a satisfactory 
start  has  been  made. 

The  National  Amalgamated  Union  of  Shop- 
Assistants  recently  met  the  Kent  .Hours 
and  Wages  Board  in  negotiations  on  behalf 
of  the  members  employed  in  the  Ca-operative 
societies  in  the  district.  Proposals  which 
bad  been  put  forward  by  the  board  were 
modified  in  the  course  of  the  negotiations, 
and  a settlement  was  eventually  reached. 


ACTIVITY  IN  THE  ENFIELD 

AREA. 


Tiik  Enfield  Highway  Society’s  educa- 
tional committee  have  arranged  for  lectures 
to  be  given  at  the  following  centres  during 
November,  viz.,  Hiddesdon,  Ware,  Stan- 
stead  Abbott,  and  Hertford.  The  lectures, 
which  will  be  delivered  by  Mr.  D M uson 
(educntional  secretary),  will  be  illustrated 
by  sixty  beautiful  lantern  slides,  and  the 
subject  will  be  “ Co-operative  Production.” 

Mr.  Mason  delivered  an  interesting  ad- 
dress on  *‘  Robert  Owen  and  His  Times  ” to 
the  membej-s  of  the  Enfield  Town  Women’s 
Guild  a few  days  ago.  Many  questions  were 
asked,  and  much  interest  was  shown  in  the 
subject. 

Tlio  society’s  junior  orchestra  (conductor, 
Mr.  FI.  B.  Bonsted)  are  making  rapid  pro- 
gress, and  their  services  are  much  in 
demand.  The  orchestra  will  render  selec- 
tions at,  the  Bath’s  Hall,  Hodderdon  on 
November  20th,  on  the  occasion  of  ‘the 
Inntorn  lecture  in  that  district. 


LONDON’S  PROBLEMS. 

POLITICS  : PRICE  CONTROL  : 
ADVERTISING. 

CONFERENCE  AT  BROMLEY. 

This  first  o(  u series  of  seven  conferences  for  the 
present  Congress  year,  nr  run  god  by  the  combined 
North  and  Smith  Mctropolitnn  District  Association,  wus 
held  in  Bromley,  at  the  South  Suburban  Society’s 
llnll,  on  October  14th.  These  conferences  arc  so 

Arranged  that  they  will  cover  the  most  central  points 
In  lhe  outer  ring  of  London,  together  wilh  an  important 
central  conference  to  be  held  at  Lcman-strcet,  in 
January,  1923.  Conferences  are  to  be  held  nt  Hump- 
stead,  Stratford,  Willcsden,  Woolwich,  and  Fulham. 

At  the  conference  with  which  this  report  deals, 
Mr.  J.  Keen  (management  committee  of  the  South 
Suburban  Society)  read  a paper  on  " Present- Day 
Problems  in  the  London  Area,”  at  which  an  attempt 
was  made  to  analyse  the  difficulties  of  the  progress 
of  co-operation  in  the  Metropolitan  urea,  with  a view 
to  finding  some  solution. 

Opening  up  his  subject,  Mr.  Keen  traced  the  growth 
of  co-operation  during  the  last  dozen  years,  pointing 
to  a reduction  in  the  number  of  societies  by  amalga- 
mation, with  a corresponding  increase  in  the  mem- 
bership, capital,  and  (rude.  Tho  membership  of  the 
societies  bad  been  trebled  in  the  lost  twelve  years. 

Uniform  Prices. 

Ho  then  dealt  with  the  difficulties  as  he  sow  them 
in  making  prioress.  There  was  the  ever-present  diffi- 
culty of  the  various  societies  not  adopting  a uniform 
system  of  prices.  This,  he  thought,  was  due  to  the 
narrow  outlook  of  tlie  committees  of  the  societies  in 
not  being  able  to  visualise  the  London  problem  ns  a 
London  problem,  but  only  in  so  far  os  it  aflccted  their 
own  particular  society.  He  suggested  that  a system  of 
communication,  where  increases  or  decreases  in  the 
prices  of  commodities  put  into  operation  by  any 
uociely  could  he  communicated  to  all  the  other  societies 
in  the  district,  witli  a view  to  obtaining  more  uniform 
rates. 

The  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  both  full  and 
part  time  management  and  education  committees  were 
also  discussed,  the  speaker  maintaining  that  efficient, 
service  could  not  be  expected  from  persons  who  luid 
been  working  hard  during  the  daytime,  and  arrived 
at  the  committee  room  in  a more  or  less  jaded  state. 
He  favoured  the  adoption  of  full-time  management 
committees  wherever  itossible. 

Amalgamation  was  also  discussed.  He  looked  to  the 
time  when  all  London  would  Iib  controlled  by  one 
society,  un  -amalgamation  of  all  Uie  existing  societies. 
But  tins,  of  course,  would  not  tnkc  place  in  this 
generation. 

More  perhaps  than  anything  Mr.  Keen  derided  the 
Lick  of  coordination  existing  amongst  the  London 
societies.  He  instanced  tho  establishment  of  a joint 
committee  6et  Up  last  year  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering lhe  possibility  of  advertising  on  a. joint  basis. 
Here  again  the  Inck  of  foresight,  combined  with  that 
Insular  outlook  so  prevalent  wilh  committees  to-day, 
prevented  any  real  work  being  done.  He  advocated 
•he  disassociatioD  of  politics  from  business  management. 

Hie  discussion  following  lhe  speaker’s  remarks  was 
brisk.  Several  delegates  spoke  strongly  on  the  subject 
of  politics.  Education,  or  rattier  the  lack  of  it,  was 
suggested  os  being  the  root  cause  of  the  troubles  in 
tbe  Metropolis  to-day.  Mr.  Dickinson  (Metropolitan 
District  Association)  wanted  to  see  some  federal  organ- 
isation for  the  distribution  of  commodities,  and  one 
which,  controlling  prices,  would  obtain  uniformity. 


POPULAR  SOCIALS. 


The  secoud  of  the  popular  social  events 
organised  by  the  Cricklewood  and  West 
Hampstead  Entertainments  Committee  of 
the  North-West  London  Society  wns  held 
at  Morn-road  schools  on  Saturday,  and 
attended  by  300  people.  Tho  lower  hall 
Was  used  for  dancing,  games,  <feeM  and 
everybody  spent  a very  pleasant  evening. 
Mr.  Leggatt  was  the  M.O.,  and  the 
Regency  Jazz  Band  supplied  the  music  for 
dancing.  In  the  upper  hall  over  100  people 
enjoyed  a sociable  game  of  whist,  for  which 
six  very  useful  prizes  were  given.  Mr. 
Baldwin  was  the  M.C.  During  the  evening 
a great  amount  of  interest  was  taken  in 
guessing  tho  weight  of  a cake  made  for 
the  occasion,  and  won  by  a gentleman  who 
gave  the  actual  weight — lib.  15ozs.  The 
refreshments  were  supplied  by  the  society’s 
confectionery  department.  The  committee 
are  running  a successful  dancing  class, 
which  is  attended  by  over  100  young  people 
each  week. 


LOWESTOFT  BRANCH 
ANNIVERSARY. 

To  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  tbe 
opening  of  No.  8 branch  at  Southwold  a 
members’  tea  and  a.  public  meeting  took 
place  in  tho  hall  ol  tho  Constitutional 
Club,  Soutlnvold,  on  October  18th. 

Over  130  members  sat  down  to  ten  which 
was  provided  at  a nominal  charge  by  the 
society,  and  afterwards  the  room  was  well 
filled  with  an  appreciative  audience.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  the  .president  of  the 
Lowestoft  Society  (Mr.  C.  S.  GrifFen,  J.P.), 
supported  by  the  general  manager  (Mr.  W. 
J.  Bailey)  and  Mr.  J.  Anderson  (vice 
president).  Musical  items  were  rendered 
at  intervals  by  specially  engaged,  local 
artistes,  and  an  enjoyable  programme  was 
submitted. 

A well-reasoned  address  on  the  move- 
ment was  delivered  by  Mr.  R.  Hibberd 
(secretary,  Southern  Section,  Oo-opernlive 
Union),  whilst  Mr.  Bailey  also  gave  an 
address  dealing  more  particularly  with  the 
local  aspect  of  the  branch,  giving  figures 
showing  the  very  satisfactory  progress 
that  is  being  mnde. 


PRINCIPLES  AND 
PRICES. 

NEW  DAYS  NEED  NEW  METHODS. 

COLCHESTER  OFFICIAL'S 

EXCELLENT  SUGGESTIONS. 

The  need  for  an  expansion  of  co-operative  trade  und 
the  adoption  of  up-to-date  methods  to  bring  about 
(hat  expansjpn,  formed  tho  subject  for  an  excellent 
discussion  ut  the  meeting  of  tho  Eosex  and  Suffolk 
District  Association  at  Dovercourt  on  Saturday, 
October  I4Ui. 

Mr.  W.  (’.  Stollery  (Colchester)  initiated  lhe  dis- 
cussion by  reading  an  excellent  paper  on  ” Co-opera- 
llvo  Tr>de.”  Mr.  Stollery  Haid  they'  were  living  in 
changing  times,  which  called  for  new  methods.  In 
spite  of  the  greatness  of  the  C.W.S.,  there  wan  yet  a 
vast  scope  for  expansion.  They  had  not  grown  to 
the  some  extent  as  had  the  multiple  shops,  although 
they  had  been  in  existence  much  longer.  The  capital 
of  the  combines  wore  stabilised,  while  in  tlie  co-opera- 
tive movement  it  wus  withdrawable.  While  not  wish- 
ing to  loy  stress  upon  the  efficiency  of  their  competi- 
tors, he  believed  in  some  eases  they  were  more  highly 
specialised;  they  could  put  their  finger  more  readily 
on  lhe  weuk  simts;  they  initiated  new  policies  more 
readily;  their  departments  were  more  co-ordinated; 
they  kept  o stricter  watch  upon  expenses. 

Turned  the  Corner. 

Mr.  Stollery  went  on  .to  tay  Uiat  there  was  no  need 
lo  be  despondent;  the  movement  had  turned  the 
corner.  But  they  wanted  to  progress  faster.  He  be- 
lieved that  one  of  tlie  weaknesses  of  the  movement  was 
in  withdrawable  shares.  He  would  like  to  see  them 
transferable,  although  a change  in  the  system  at  the 
moment  might  be  misunderstood.  While  dividend  was 
not  essential,  yet  it  was  a good  capital  builder,  ns  well 
as  conducive  to  getting  more  trade.  The  day  of  big 
dividends  was  post;  n Is.  dividend  should  be  the 
maximum  of  the  future. 

If  they  were  true  to  their  professed  principles,  every 
factory  would  be  on ‘full  time,  instead  of  cither  working 
half-time  or  being  closed.  Who  was  to  blame?  If 
it  was  the  fault  of  the  C.W.S.,  then  they  should  do 
all  in  their  power  lo  help  to  put  them  right.  In  all 
their  stores  C.W.S.  goods  should  be  to  the  front,  and 
(lit  private  manufacturers'  goods  should  have  to  be 
asked  for. 

Members  of  the  board  of  management  should  realise 
their  responsibility.  They  should  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  business,  and  keep 
a keen  eye  on  expenses.  Tlie  recording  of  members’ 
purchases  was  a serious  expense,  to  which  other  traders 
were  not  liable.  Some  more  simple  method  should  be 
evolved  which  would  put  the  work  on  the  purchaser. 

Employees'  Rights  and  Duties. 

Cure  should  be  taken  in  the  choice  of  secretaries 
and  managers.  They  should  lie  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  great  principles  of  the  movement.  Progressive 
managers  knew  the  value  of  a clean,  well-tilled  shop. 
They  should  be  allowed  lo  engage  their  own  assist- 
ants; it  tended  to  belter  discipline.  As  they  depended 
on  their  tivsisfaula  to  a very  largo  extent,  they  should 
train  their  stalls  not  Wily  in  salesmanship,  but  in 
the  principles  of  co-opemtion.  Ninety-eight  per  cent, 
of  their  members  were  employed  in  private  trade; 
there  was  therefore  some  excuse  if  they  were  not  100 
per  cent,  loyal.  But  if  those  who  were  employed  in 
the  movement  were  not  100  per  cent.  loyal,  they  had 
every  reason  to  ask  why. 

If  co-operative  prices  were  above  those  of  tlie  mul- 
tiple shops,  they  should  bcNjowered.  To  the  average 
member  price  was  everything;  principles  did  not 
count  when  money  was  scarce. 

They  needed  to  learn  tlie  value  ol  advertising,  pro- 
ceeded Mr.  Stollery.  They  should  use  the  local  press 
and  the  parish  magazines;  get  posters  and  showcards 
from  the  publicity  department,  and  hang  them  up 
in  prominent  positions  in  the  shops.x  Educational  com- 
mittees should  ban  all  functions  not  of  co-operative 
value.  Tho  need  was  for  propaganda.  Women’s  Guilds 
should  bo  encouraged,  for,  ” the  woman  with  the 
basket  ” was  the  backbone  of  the  movement.  Members) 
of  the  management  and  educational  committees  should 
get  into  closer  touch  witli  the  guilds.  Departmental 
managers  should  organise  spceiul  guild  days  in  their 
departments;  these  would  make  for  trade. 

During  the  discussion  which  followed  Mr.  Stollery’s 
very  able  paper,  sonic  of  the  productions  of  the  C.W.S. 
were  freely  criticised,  especially  tobacco  and  chocolates. 
Some  delegates  stated  that  members  would  have  certain 
pr.vale  manufacturers’  goods,  and  they  had  to  supply 
them. 

Air.  w.  J.  Salmon,  M.P.  (president  of  the  Colchester 
Society),  said  that  one  of  the  best  incentives  ta  trade 
■was  a satisfied  staff.  He  believed  in  paying  a good 
wage.  His  experience  was  that  those  societies  which 
lu.d  dealt  fairly  with  their  employees  had  maintained 
their  trade.  Mr.  C.  Pulliam  (Ipswich)  also  spoke. 
Alderman  Wade  (Stowmarket)  occupied  the  chair. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

was  bombarded  with  questions,  to  which  vtlio 
answers  given  were  of  an  apt  character. 

There  was  an  informative  discussion  in 
which  the  speakers  were: — Messrs.  .Jeilreys 
(Southampton),  Croft,  (Gravesend).  Robson 
(Woking),  Baxter  (Rochester),  Bird  (Ipswich), 
Whitfield  (London),  Newbold  (Woking), 
Barnett  (London),  Smith  (Swindon).  Adams 
(London).  A vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
Mr.  Hibberd,  on  tho  proposal  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Bate, 
seconded  bv  Mrs.  Campbell. 

Mr.  Hibberd,  in  acknowledgment,  referred 
to  a point  raised  by  ono  delegate  that  his 
society  had  more  capital  than  they  could 
dispose  of.  stating  that  it  was  a reflection  on 
tho  movement  if  it  could  not  deal  with  all  the 
capital  it  could  secure,  and  that  in  any  case  it 
was  their  duty  to  keep  their  capital  from  going 
to  outside  firms.  Ho  mentioned  that  the. 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society  was 
seeking  £100,000  additional  capital,  and  had 
been  unable  to  obtain  tho  full  amount  required. 


The  sum  of  £35  3s.  3d.  has  been  collected 
by  the  guilds  in  the  Royal  Arsemd  Society's 
area',  including  amounts  derived  from  cine- 
matograph ontertainments,  and  this  has 
been  forwarded  to  tho  '‘Save  the  Children 
Famine  Fund”  (Russian  Section). 


THE  FINANCIAL 

PROBLEM. 

MR.  G.  RIDDLE'S  POINTS 

TREATED  IN  ORIGINAL  Way 

OPTIMISTS  AND 

PESSIMISTS. 

The  Southern  Sectional  Coin-rent-  ni  .i  . 
C.W.S.  Assoinbly  Room,  L_-nian-stre--t  ' 
Saturday,  was  as  successful  in  point,  of  Imr„i  °n 
as  usual,  thero  being  from'  200  to  300  dcle.-af® 
present.  ■’ata 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson,  who  presided  at  th 
outset  made  reference  to  the  great  loss  wh  °k 
the  Section  had  sustained  since  the  last  ^ 
foreneo  bv  the  death  of  Mr.  Rain-worth  % 
expressed  her  condolence  with  the  widow  ami 
relatives,  and  this  was  endorsed  by  the  delil 
gates  rising  in  their  places.  It  was  also  decide 
to  send  a message  of  sympathy  io  Mi*.  G«*n 
(Southsca)  in  her  illness. 


Optimism  and  Pessimism. 

Mr.  Riddle’s  Congress  paper  was  introduced 
by  Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (sectional  secretary)  in  4» 
address  lasting  a little  over  half-an-hour 
In  the  courso  of  his  remarks,  he  claimed  that 
a gathering  of  that  sort  should  he  a mutual 
conference  and  pot  a debafe,  especially  in 
these  times  when  it  was  urgent  that  the  ques- 
tions of  finance  and  administration  should  bo 
gone  into  closely.  They  nil  agreed  with  the 
opening  remarks  of  Mr.  Riddle  as  to  finance 
being  tbe  basis  of  a system  by  which  to  secure 
tho  democratic  ideal.  With  regard  to  the 
statistics  which  were  put  forward 'with  a view 
to  counteracting  the  pessimism  which  had 
beon  evident  in  various  places,  Mr.  Hibberd 
held  that  it  was  just  as  necessary  to  have 
pessimists  as  to  have  optimists,  and  he  quoted 
figures  which  could  lie  used  by  pessimist* 
Having  granted  that  ho  contended  that  the 
arguments  and  figures  of  both  pessimists  aud 
optimists  should  then  bo  the  basis  of  .scientific 
inquiry. 

He  did  not  agree  with  the  indignation  which 
had  been  expressed  recently  concerning  tho 
utterance  of  a prominent  C.W.S.  director. 
Ho  held  that  they  should  encourage  candid 
and  honest  utterances  of  all  kinds.  Too 
much  optimism  meant  too  much  complacency, 
aud  after  all  scepticism  and  pessimism  had 
meant  instigation  and  inquiry  in  all  ages. 


Capital  Redemption. 

Mr.  Hibberd  dealt  with  tho  question  of  a 
capital  redemption  fund  in  an  original  way. 
Ho  first  expressed  his  opinion  as  to  wlmt  Mr. 
Riddlo  meant,  supplementing  this  by  a para- 
graph from  a letter  received  from  that  gentle- 
man, and  then  compared  the  suggestion  first 
with  Mr.  Gray’s  proposal,  who  proposed  the 
allocation  of  all  dividends  to  individual  mem- 
bers, and  making  half  of  it  transferable  with 
a view  to  securing  that  stability  of  capital 
which  Mr.  Riddlo  was  anxious  to  secure. 
Secondly,  he  compared  Mr.  Riddle’s  suggestion 
with  Mr.  Gray’s  idea  of  collective  insurance 
against  the  loss  of  capital.  The  speaker  then 
went  on  to  show  that  depreciations  of  reservo 
funds  were  also  forms  of  collective  capital, 
especially  where  depreciation  had -meant  the 
wiping  out  of  values  from  the  books  on 
property'.  He,  however,  pointed  out  that 
Mr.  Riddlo’s  idea  was  to  make  collective 
capital  which  could  not  bo  touched  in  the  way 
the  depreciation  and  reserve  funds  had  been 
touched  by  societies  during  the  present  crisis. 

He  indicated  that  the  idea  of  a common 
collective  capital  was  not  a new  one,  as  it 
was  bound  up  in  the  early  history  of  tho  co- 
operative movement,  and  had  also  hwo 
adopted  in  France,  Belgium,  and  Switzerland 
in  the  existing  societies.  Companies  accumu- 
lated collective  capital  in  the  form  of  reserve 
funds  to  the  full  extent  of  share  capital 
With  rogard  to  the  reserve  funds,  he  called 
attention  to  tho  fact  that  in  pre-war  times  it 
was  held  by  authorities  like  Mr.  Wood  that  they 
should  bo  10  per  cent,  of  the  share  capital- 
The  Survey  Committee’s  report  rccommcndea 
20  per  cent,  on  all  capital.  He  could  not 
help  thinking  that  tho  question  of  collective 
capital  wa3  more  likely  to  progress  wlien 
mombors  were  ready  to  welcome  the  ('*,onsJ? 
of  the  system  of  collective  benefits  such  as  i 
collective  health  insurance  scheme. 


Collective  Capital  and  income  Tax. 

Mr.  Hibberd  referred  to  the  fact  ilm'  it 
been  suggested  that  the  accumulation 
collective  capital  would  incite  the  authors 
to  bring  societies  under  assessment  for inC0 
tax,  seeing  that  joint  stock  companies  rese 
funds  were  already  assessed.  The  sP°a.  ’ 
however,  contended  that  even  if  c,  e(Ler0 
capital  was  not  formed  tho  people  who ' . 
opposed  to  the  principle  of  mutual  tra 
and  were  out  to  tax  the  co-operative  m ^ 
mont  would  find  some  excuse  or  °tn‘  ^ 
co-operators  were  fools  enough  to  return 
to  Parliament.  , 

Mr.  Hibberd  further  dealt  with  the  q»  ^ 
of  a trade  and  business  council  'vl'10 
considered  fts  important  as  the  idea  or  :n 
tivo  capital.  Ho  alluded  to  the  fa  t ‘ • 

Mr.  ami  Mrs.  S.  Webb’s  book  on  " Lo 
Co-operative  Societies,”  this  idea  tm  gUg. 
dealt  with  in  some  detail,  including  . 0» 
gestion  that  there  should  be  an  c -ice* 
audit  in  addition  to  an  audit  of  t'le 
Mr.  Hibberd  coneludt-d  by  asking  ’ - |1(l,nt 
should  be  considered  from  a d low- ' l0erel/ 
of  view,  and  not  hold  to  bo  wrong  |)Ut, 
because  they  conflicted  with  present  i 
both  should  be  judged  on  merits.  sl)ea’»ct 

At  tho  close  of  the  address,  tnc 
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Chapter  IX. 

Oluroyd’s  Inarriage  with  Mins  Ollershaw 
cn used  n stir  in  society,  ami  something  ap- 
proaching a sensation  in  and  about  Ransley. 
?.  j 1 1 ; 1 1 the  dark-eyed  beauty  at  Moor  wood 

Hall  had  mated  with  a plutocrat,  who  was 
L'  also  n leader  of  democratic  thought,  seemed 
‘ incredible.  His  leadership,  however,  was 
goon  abandoned.  Having  obtained  all  lie 
desired  from  politics,  lie  took  the  earliest 
i,  opportunity  of  informing  his  supporters  that 
’ he  would  not  seek  re-election. 

It  was  not  that  his  ambition  grew  indolent 
1 ^ it h success.  It  took  a now  direction.  He 

looked  forward  to  the  arrival  of  clijhlren; 
v ho  would  inherit  his  munejind  wealth,  and 
I ’take  their  place  by  right  among  the- great 
families  of  the  land.  With  that  end  m view 
r lie  gave  his  wife  an  absolutely  fuse  hand  in 
refurnishing  and  decorating  S tel  far  lowers. 
Having  equipped  the  place  to  her  liking, 
J.ady  Oldroyd  entertained  lavishly,  filling 
f the  rooms  with  guests  cf  her  own  choosing. 

The  stables  were  alive  with  horses  and 
' grooms.  Parties  for  hunting,  raying,  and 
shooting  kept  the  place  in  a turmoil  of  noise 
and  laughter. 

Sir  William  looked  on  and  paid  the  bills 
Ungi  udgingly.  He  did  not  ride  or  shot  or 
r ue  or  dance.  He  tolerated  the  guests  and 
looked  on  at  their  pleasures,  bat  he  was. not 
comfortable  with  them.  They  talked  sport, 

circulated  scandal,  and  loved  gambling.  The 

r amount  of  liquor  they  consumed  was  amaz- 
ing, the  result  at  times  embarrassing. 

If  lie  endured  these  things  patently  it  was 
in  the  belief  that  they  would  dwindle  when 
1 children  arrived  and  his  wife  found  newer 
ami  higher  interests.  That  anticipation 
might  have  been  justified,  bat  offspring 
failed  bo  appear.  It  was  a cloud  on  the 
horizon,  small  at  first,  but  a hundred  trifles 
added  to  its  density. 

When  Sir  William  suggested  that  a check 
might  be  put  on  the  constant  round  of 
pleasure,  his  wife  swept  it  aside  with  an 
_ nngrv  retort.  He  did  not  argue.  He  still 
•”  had  hope  that  the  event  most  desired  would 
happen,  but  he  backed  out  of  the  eddy  to  his 
private  room  and  kept  there,  emerging  only 
; i when  appearances  made  it  necessary. 

Tarrant,  still  a bachelor,  and  long  ago  in- 
stalled at  The  Towers  as  Sir  William's 

firivate  secretary,  speut  much  of  his  time  in 
lis  employer’s  company,  and  was  deep  in  his 
confidence.  Time  had  made  the  parting  in 
- his  hair  a littte  wider,  and  engraved  a few 
lines  on  his  face,  but  he  was  as  slim  and  neat 
and  dapper  as  ever,  moving  about  with  the 
6oft-footed  unobtrusiveness  of  a watchful 
' cat. 

His  loyalty  to  Sir  William  was  unshak- 
able. His  usefulness  invaluable.  He  stood 
between  the  world  and  the  man  who  em- 
ployed him  .with  a suave  tact  that  was  im- 
pregnable. Only  those  who  were  wanted 
went  past  him.  Those  who  were  not.  called 
him  hard  names.  They  might  as  well  have 
thrown  feathers  at  a stone  pillar. 

What  he  knew  or  suspected  or  guessed  lie 
f kept  to  himself.  He  felt  the  atmosphere 
about  him  charged  with  nil  the  elements  of 
a storm,  and  wondered  when  the  man  he 
served  would  cause  it  to  burst,  lie  was  left 
Wondering.  Sir  William,  wrapt  in  sullen 
gloom,  came  and  went  with  a grim  look  on 
his  face,  giving  no' indication  of  what  was 
passing  in  his  mind. 

October  arrived.  October  in  the  fifth  year 
of  his  married  state.  The  house  was  full  of 
f - guests  who  had  brought  horses  with  them 
for  the  hunting.  Among  them  was  Lord 
> Kippit,  the  handsome  nobleman  with  the 
drooping  eyelids.  The  demise  of  his  uncle 
bad  given  him  riches  to  burn,  but  lie  did  not 
start  a conflagrati.<  u.  Ho  preferred  hang- 
ing about  Lady  Oldroyd.  She.accepted  the 
homage,  apparently,  as  statues  accept  tho 
wreaths  sometimes  deposited  at  their  feet. 

Sir  William  seemed  equally  indifferent,  till 
one  morning  he  set  out  to  visit  the  town  of 
Hexborough,  some  distance  south  of  London. 
Afternoon  was  well  advanced  v-hen  he 
arrived  and  made  his  way  to  a large  fciiild- 
lng  standing  in  its  own  grounds.  On  the 
Bate  wag  a brass  plate  bearing  the  words -- 


MadameJIenoi.i/s  Ladies*  College. 

Here  lie  was  conducted  into  the  presence  of 
me  principal,  a refined  and  dltguified  lady 
Whose  speech  gave  no  hint  of  her  nationality. 

“You  remember  me?”  lie  asked. 

“Perfectly,  Mr.  Oldroyd,”  she  answered. 

Though  it  is  a long  time  since  I saw  >ou.” 
.“Ten  years  ” he  said.  “ I then  placed  a 
girl  in  your  charge.  She  lias  now  reached 
an  age  at  which  I must  deal  with  her  future. 
" J*at  have  you  to  say  about  her?” 

, First,  tliat  I am  exceedingly  fond  of 
liter, ” Madame  answered.  “You  see.  this 
has  been  her  home.  She  is  not  brilliant, 
but  slio  has  character.  Thinks  for  herself, 
nohoves  in  herself.  You  may  imagine  her 
®ubducd  and  reserved,  but  when  she  knows 
People,  and  likes  them,  she  is  frank  and 
fearless.  A b for  her  education  it's  a credit 
. 7 nie-  She  could  have  a teacher’s  place  if 

8be  wished.” 

' .It  way  not  be  necessary,”  ho  answered 
wutioiislv,  " If  you  will  lot  mo  see  her,  I 
“pubfc,  learn  her  wishes.”  ' 

V itainly,”  id  Mndamo.  “I  .will 
bring  her  nt  onoe-> 


She  left  the  room  and  a few  minutes  Inter 
returned,  followed  by  a girl  of  nineteen. 
Her  fa^e,  marked  by  a calm  gravity  of  ex- 
pression out  of  keeping  with  her  youth,  was 
none  the* less  beautiful.  Oldroyd  felt  his 
lulse  quicken  ns  she  camo  forward. 

“ This  is  Mr.  Oldroyd,  your  guardian.,” 
snid  Madame.  " He  lias  ecu  no  to  seo  you.” 
The  girl  held  tout  lier  hand,  hut  there  was 
no  response  to  the  grip  Oldroyd  gave  it.  He 
was  a stranger  to  her. 

“So  you  are  .Mary  Strothers!"  he  said, 
as  the  door  dosed.  “ How  you  have 
grown!” 

Her  grey  eyes,  so  like  his  own  in  colour, 
but  much  larger,  took  stock  of  him  coolly. 

4 If  you  are  my  guardian,”  she  said  in  a 
rich,  clear  voice,  44 1 suppose  I may  ask  you 
questions  ?” 

“Certainly,”  Oldroyd  answered;,  watch- 
ing her  intently. 

She  paused  as  if  considering,  thou  spoke 
with  sudden  vehemence.  “ It  was  a cruel 
and  cowardly  thing  to  do.  Other  girls  have 
homes,  parents,  friends,  people  they  can 
talk  about.  I had  none.  I was  left  here 
like  a parcel  to  be  called  for.  T have  Ix-en 
shamed  times  without  number  by  questions 
I could  not  answer.  Who  is  .lespousiblc  ? 
Who  are  my  parents?  Who  am  I J What 
am  I?  What  authority  have  you  in  my. 
affairs?” 

The  questions  came  like  shots  from  a 
revolver.  They  staggered  him.  He  ex- 
pected to  find  a shy  schoolgirl,  and  here  was- 
a young  woman,  determined  and  angry, 
watching  him  with  flashing  eyes. 

“My  dear  child,”  he  said,  more  gently 
than  anyone  had  heard  him  speak  for  years, 

“ I am  to  blame.  I did  not  think  of  it.  1 
placed  you  in  good  hands,  where  you  would 
find  other  girls  of  your  own  age,  and  I 
thought  you  would  be  quite  comfortable.” 

“ What  right  had  you  to  do  it?”  she  de- 
manded. “ Who  a,re  you?” 

“ I am  your  guardian.”  he  said.  “ Not  in 
the  ordinary  sense.  It  belongs  to  the  past. 
Let  it  lie  there.  I have  come  to  talk  about 
your  future.” 

44 1 will  not  discuss  it  with  yon,”  she 
answered  firmly,  “ uidess  I know  more. 
My  future  belongs  to  me.  not  to  those  who 
have  skulked  in  the  dark  all  these  yeairs. 

I am  not  ashamed  of  myself,  whatever  they 
may  be.” 

“ Don’t  jump  at  conclusions,”  he  advised. 

‘ The  facts  are  very  simple.  Your  parents 
were  friends  of  mine.  Your  mother  died 
when  you  were  very  young.  I promised  her 
that  I would  look  after  you,  but  I was  n 
bachelor,  living  in  apartments,  so  I placed 
you  here.  The  first  thing  necessary  was  to 
have  you  educated.” 

She  was  silent  for  a few  moments.  “ Is 
my  father  dead,  too?”  she  asked  suddenly. 

“No,”  lie  said.  “Not  dead-  He— lie 

disappeared.  That’s  what  I meant  when  I 
told  you  to  let  the  past  alone.” 

She  looked  troubled.  “Then  I am  inr 
debted  to  you — for  everything?”  she  asked. 

“ Niot  altogether,”  he  replied.  “ I,n  a 
measure  I have  been  navi  net  off  n debt  I 
owed.”  He  found  it  difficult  to  invent 
plausible  lies  with  her  eves  upon  him. 

” I am  sorry  I spoke  unjustly,”  she  said, 
after  a pause.  “ You  have  been  very  good, 
but  it  must  end  there.  I cannot  place  my- 
self under  further  obligation.  You  will  see 
that.  Madame  will  obtain  me  a situation. 

I am  well  equipped  for  teaching.” 

“ You  must  not  act  without  my  advice,’*' 
he  said.  “ You  are  young  and  inexperienced, 
and  tile  world  is  a hard  place.  [ may  he 
able  to  do  b.-tter  than  Madame  Reynoil.” 
“It  is  very  good  of  you,”  she  answered. 

“ But  I must  not  wait  beyond  tho  Christinas 
term.  That  is  the  time  wlien  vacancies  are 
filled.” 

“ You  will  know  long  before  that,”  lie 
assured  her.  “I  only  want  a week  cr  two 
to  think  it  over.” 

She  gave  him  both  hands  and  smiled.  It 
was  like  a garden  bursting  into  flower,  and 
he  felt  deeply  -stirred  by  her  beauty.  She 
was  his  own  flesh  and  blood.  Graceful, 
refined,  high-spirited. 

“Forgive  me.”  she  said.  “ T a n not  un- 
grateful. but  I have  been  a sort  of  Ishmael, 
and  I have  nursed  my  anger  until  I met 
someone  who  seemed  responsible.  I am 
sorry,” 

He  held  her  hands  tightly,  and  looked  at 
her  with  hungry  eyes.  “ You  are  like  your 
mother,  but  different — different,”  lie  said. 

14  I am  glad  I am  like  her,”  she  answered. 
“ You  tried  to  make  light  of  my  father’s 
fault,  hut  your  facia  betrayed  you.  He.  must 
have  behaved  badly.” 

He  dropped  her  hands  suddenly.  “ Don't 
think  hardly  of  him.”  he  said.  44  We  all 
make  mistakes.  Tell  Madame  I want  a word 
with  her.  My  time  is  short  to-day,  but  I 
shjlll  R(?o  you  again  soon.  Very  soon  I 
hope.” 

A quarter  of  an  hour  later  he  left  the 
house  to  catch  an  express  train  homo.  Night 
was  drawing  in  fast.  As  the  engines  thun- 
dered along  through  the  darkness  he  thought 
deeply  on  the  vagaries  of  life.  The  woman 
lip  struggled  so  hard  to  win  had  taken 
everything  and  given  nothing.  The  child  lie 
despised  and  oast  aside  had  grown  into  a 
iewel  beyond  price,  and  she  wn&  bis — his — 
,*3’  [TO  DE  CONTINUED.] 


SHARPENING  THE  SWORD 

OF  BUSINESS. 

WHAT  SOME  OF  OUR  HEADS  HAVE  TO  SAY. 

BIG  CONFERENCE  AT  MANCHESTER. 


The  latest  Co-operative  Business  Confer- 
ence was  held  in  the  Mitchell  Hall,  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  irm  Wednesday  of  last 
week.  It  uas  obviously  an  assembly  uf 
“business  heads,”  judging  by  the  physiog- 
nomy. Mr.  W.  It.  Roe  (chairman  of  the 
Central  Board)  was  in  the  chair. 

The  Good  That  Is  Being  Done. 

How  these  trades  and  business  confer- 
ences came  to  be  held  was  explained  by  the 
chairman  in  his  opening  observations. 

“ Last  year,”  he  said,  “there  were  over 
1,000  representatives  of  committees,  officials, 
and  secretaries  present  at  the  conferences, 
and  this  year — although  there  are- two  more 
conferences  to  take  into  consideration—  --.ve 
had  more  than  1,000  delegates  to  report  as 
being  present.  We" expect  something  like 

040  here  to-day,  made  up  cf  1/59  general 
managers,  168  departmental  managers,  124 
secretaries,  132  committeemen,  40  presi- 
dents, 12  cashiers  and  accountants,  2 
organisers,  and  probably  10  .members  of  the 
Sectional  BoarcW  Mr.  line  added  that 
those  who  had  taken  part  in  the  conferences 
know  that  “ those  who  have  information  are 
'willingly  and  gladly  imparting  it  to  others, 
and  those  who  have  got  it  are  manfully  ask- 
ing for  more." 

“ Now.  in  order  to  bring  about  the  Co- 
operative ComimXmvcaJth,  ” he  went  on  to 
say,  “we  use  tile  sword  of  business ; and 
that  sword  of  business  must  be  sharp,  and 
we  most  learn  to  use  it  right  well  and  man- 
fully. (Hear,  hear.)  Therefore  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  study  efficiency,  lest  in  the 
battle  with  tile  weapon  wo  have  chosen  we 
go  down  simply  because  we  are  not  skilled 
fighters.” 

A word  of  welcome  in  the  name  of  the 
C.W.S.  was  also  spoken  by  Mr.  A.  Varley 
(C.W.S.  director). 

The  theme  in  the  morning  was  introduced 
by  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A..  B.Com.,  the 
Adviser  of  Co-operative  Studies,  who  read 
his  paper  on  “ Organisation  of  Societies  in 
the  Face  cf  Present-Day  Competition.” 

Gold  Fish  for  Salmon. 

The  discussion  Mas  opened  by  Mr.  Cook 
(Littleborougli),  who  pointed  out  that  Me 
are  not  ns  free  as  private  traders  for  “ we 
are  governed  and  controlled  by  men  through 
their  unions.”  Oc-operators  hove  to  meet 
competition  that  no  private  trader  has,  for 
.we  have  to  pay  20  per  cent,  "more  wages 
than  the  outside  trade,  whilst  mg  are 
troubled  with  the  threats  of  the 
N.U.D.A.W. 

The  organiser  of  the  Manchester  and  Sal- 
ford Society  (Mr.  C.  Smethurst)  urged  u 
great  national  co-operative  advertising  cam- 
paign, and  the  creation  of  a fund — £100,000 
lie  suggested — for  the  purpose. 

The  voice  of  Beswiok,  through  Mr.  Sutton, 
said  co-operators  are  quite  as.  susceptible  to 
new  ideas  as  anybody  else,  but  our 
machinery  is  obsolete  and  cumbersome  — 
there  are  too  many  bodies  to  consult. 

“ One  of  our  greatest  weoknessea^is  the 
democratic  character  of  our  movement.” 
remarked  Mr.  Buckley  (Oldham  Industrial). 
“ Wo  have  to  confer  so  much  with  one  an- 
other before  we  make  the  plunge.”  Sooner 
'cr  later,  he  added,  we  shall  be  compelled 
to  have  shops  where  dividend  is  not  paid  in 
order  to  meet  outside  competition.  Now  as 
to  pushing  goods,  said  he.  “ it’s  no  good 
trying  to  persuade  a customer,  who  want* 
some  salmon,  to  take  gold  fish  in  a globe.” 
(Laughter.)  The  only  way  to  remedy  the 
defect  with  regard  to  officials  is  to  appoint 
not  by  seniority  but  ability. 

The  Stranglehold  of  the  Unions. 

The  movement,  according  to  Mr.  Robinson 
(Sheffield  and  _Ecolesa.il),  lias  good  experts 
and  men  of  ability  without  going  outside  for 
them.  Tho  trouble  is  that  the  unions  have 
Hie  stranglehold  cf  the  movement  finan- 
cially. Societies  cannot  make  a business 
success  when  they  have  to  pay  20  per  cent, 
more  than  anybody  else. 

Co-operation  stands  for  tJie  best  quality, 
but  what  are  the  poor  people  to  do  who  can- 
not afford  to  pay  the  same  price  as  the 
others,  asked  Mr.  Dimberline  (Briglitside 
and  Cqrbrook). 

The  Finest  Specialisation! 

“ We  have  had  a lot  of  talk  about  bill- 
posting and  specialising,”  remarked  Mr. 
Holt  (Ashton-under-Lyne),  “but  the  finest 
specialising  in  the  cQ-cponutive  movement 
is  the  dividend.”  (Laughter.)  Co-operative 
goods  are  not  made  up  as  brightly  and 
attractively  ns  private  goods.  Co-operators 
like  a jam  glass  that  they  can  use  afterwards 
for  putting  in  flowers.  And  ns  for  talking 
about  having  university  men,  well,  he  had 
had  experience  of  some  of  them  in  govern- 
ment officials,  and  afterwards  be  was  just 
as  superior  m his  knowledge  as  lie  was 
before.  (Laughter.) 

What  the  movement  is  suffering  from, 
said  Mr.  Pattison  (Long  Eaton),  is  that  it 
has  no  pension  scheme,  and  so  we  have  got 
to  keep  on  old  employees  wlien  we  know  that 
they  are  not  rendering  the  service  they 
ought  bo  do. 

Stocks  engaged  the  aritical  attention  of 
Mr.  Smith  (Mansfield  and  Sutton). 

Mrs.  Beattie  (Birkenhead)  urged  that 
sufficient  power  should  be  given  by  manage 
ment  committees  to  managers.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Young  people  of  fourteen  years  of 


age  should  not  be  taken  on  staffs  without  an 
entrance  examination;  and  if  of  no  use  it 
i*  better  they  should  go.  and  -then  let  them 
give  to  the  others  a real  trade. 

“What’s  wanteid,”  said  Mr.  Goldthorpe 
(Glossop),  “ is  to  dress  your  windows  with 
co-operative  goods.  Be  co-operators  and 
your  sales  will  go  up!" 

Professor  Hall  replied,  and  the  assembly 
adjourned  for  luncheon. 

Chairman's  Remarks. 

“The  meeting  is  supposed  to  he  opened 
by  the  chairman’s  remarks,”  said  Mr.  W. 
R.  Rae,  in  opening  the  afternoon’s  proceed- 
ings; “ but  they  Mere  made  before  you  camo 
in.”  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  A.  Pickup  (Birkenhead)  and  Mr.  W. 
E.  Banister  (Liverpool)  jointly  read  tho 
paper  they  had  prepared,  entitled  “ The 
Policy  of  Societies  in  Regard  to  Trade,  Divi- 
dends, Reserves,  and  Depreciation.” 

Mr.  Cook  (Littleborougli)  led  off  the  dis- 
cussion by  asking  what  could  be  done  to 
help  those  societies  which  had  lost  40  or  50 
per  cent,  of  thei*-brade  since  1920,  and  yet 
had  to  meet  the  same  overhead  charges. 
They  could  not  adopt  the  proposals  con- 
tained in  the  paper  and  pay  a dividend. 

“ Do  the  writers  of  the  paper  advise  co- 
operators  to  insist  that  the  funds  of  the  Co- 
operative Union  should  cease  to  be  used  for 
‘ frills  aud  superfluities.’  and  used  to 
educate  co-operative  employees  to  increase 
our  efficiency  aud  thereby  successfully  meet 
multiple. shop  competition?”  was  the  ques- 
tion put  by  Mr.  Whittaker  (Crompton). 

There  was  too  much  consideration,  given 
to- the  members,  was  the  complaint  of  Mr. 
M’ilUnms  (Chester).  They  were"  told  in  the 
paper  read  at  the  morning  session  that  they 
needed  to  have  scientific  management, 
scientific  emploj-ees,  in  fact  everything  but 
scientific  members.  “If  you  want  every- 
thing else  scientifically  done,  why  not  have 
tlie  members  scientifically  done?"  was  tht 
query  which  caused  an  outburst  of  laughter. 
For  about  three  hours  cf  the  day  they  could 
do  with  the  staff  being  trebled,  and  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day  they  could  practically 
do  without  the  6taff  they  had,  continued  Mr. 
Williams.  That  u*as  his  complaint  against 
the  members.  There  was  also  civility  due 
from  the  front  of  the  counter,  as  well  as 
from  behind. 

Mr.  Mann  (Leicester)  took  exception  to 
the  view  that  the  ethical  side  of  the  move- 
ment M’as  too  expensive.  That  society  wliidh 
paid  the  most  attention  to  the  education  of 
its  members  got  the  greatest  loyalty  aud  the 
best  percentage  of  trade. 

In  their  early  days,  when  the  success  of 
the  society  was  their  aim.  Women’s  Guilds 
were  very  useful  bodies,  said  Mrs.  Beattie 
(Birkenhead).  Since  then  these  bodies  had 
tended  to  become  an  end  in  themselves,  and 
when  they  became  parasitic,  as  they  Mere 
doing,  it  'was  time  to  put  the  knife  to  the 
root. 

Liberty  of  the  Individual. 

“ You  are  taking  away  the  liberty  of  the  • 
individual  when  you  cannot  trust  them  with 
their  dividend,”  was  the  complaint  of  an 
Ashton  delegate,  wlio  objected  to  dividend 
vouchers. 

Multiple  sliops  Mere  a menace  in  the 
“eating  trade,”  was  the  contention  of  Mr. 
Woohvorth  (Batley),  but  in  the  “wearing” 
trade  the  competition  came  from  the  mail 
order  organisations.  “ Our  weakness  seems 
to  be  superfluous  drapery  and  boot  branches 
and  not  sufficiently  good  central 
departments. 

Mr.  Holt  (Ashton),  who  enlivened  the 
'morning  session  with  witticisms,  again  intro- 
duced some  humour  into  the  proceedings. 
He  wanted  a dividend,  and  contended  that 
members  said  there  was  no  advantage  hi 
going  to  the  stores  if  they  only  had  Is.  or 
Od.  in  dividend.  “I  don’t  know  what  they 
Mould  say  if  it  were  nowt,”  he  remarked 
amid  laughter.  Another  suggestion  Mas 
“ When  a society  is  doing  well  put  plenty  to 
reserves  and  depreciation!.  Explain  it  to 
the  committee  and  let  the  members  find  it 
out  from  the  balance  sheet.” 

“ We  take  our  opponents  too  seriously,” 
remarked  Mr.  Hall  (Clifton),  an-1  he  gave 
instances  cf  methods  of  business  adopted 
outside,  which  caused  much  amusement. 

Mr.  Pickup,  replying  said  the  paper 
merely  pointed  out  that  the  auxiliary  organ- 
isations had  to  be  paid  f°r.  and  " :lro 
wrapped  up  with  the  goods  over  the 
counter.”  Tho  whole  point  of  the  paper 
Mas  that  what  Mould  do  twenty  years  ago 
Mould  not  do  now.  What  members  re- 
quired co-operative  societies  should  supply. 

If  they  had  prices  light  and  services  l ight 
they  M-ould  advance  quicker  to  the  Co-opera- 
tive Commomvealth  than  they  Mould  upon 
the  “taxed”  loyalty  of  the  members. 
Referring  to  dividend  vouchers,  he  con- 
tended tliat  tho  movement  had  a moral 
right  to  the  money  earned  in  and  by  the 
movement. 

Replying  to  other  questions,  Mr.  Bnnistor 
said  they  knew  the  present-day  difficulties 
of  societies,  and  the  note  they  had  tried  to 
strike  M-as  tliat  when  profits  were  good  they 
should  put  something  on  one  side,  so  that 
when  profits  were  lew  they  could  look  to 
their  reserves  for  safety.  They  all  knew 
that  present  difficulties  were  caused  through 
stocks,  but  it  was  tho  stock  that  was  not 
being  turned  over  that  they  needed  to 
tackle. 
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EATEN  & ENJOYED  BY  ALL 

“ WHEATSHFAF  ” KIPPERS. 

Relail  in  1-lb.  carlons  at  8d.  per  lb. 
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THE  QUALITY  LINE. 
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margarine 


::  ::  Made  from  the  :: 

FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS, 

Specially  refined.  Churned  with 

RICH  CHESHIRE  MILK. 
Mixed  with  the  maximum 
quantity  of  BEST  BUTTER 
allowed  by  law.  Manufactured 

by  BRITISH  CO-OPERA- 
::  TIVE  LABOUR.  ::  :: 


BETTER  than  Cheap  Butter 
::  ::  of  Inferior  Quality.  :: 


s made  from 
Fresh  Butter  and  Eggs, 
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the  flavour  and  aroma  ot^, 
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3 used  with  all  kinds  of  cake, 
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bakers  and  housewives  in  the  country. 
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THE  APPEAL  TO  DEMOS. 

After  a good  deal  of  plotting  and  counter- plotting 
the  Coalition  Government  has  come  to  an  end.  We 
have  no  tears  to  shed.  Four  years  ago  we  did  our 
utmost  to  prevent  its  coming  into  existence.  John 
Burns  described  the  General  Election  of  191S  as  “ that 
sinister  election.”  It  was  a triumph  of  an  autocracy 
mouthing  the  principles  of  democracy.  The  editor  of 
the  “ Irish  Homestead  ” wrote  during  the  regime  of 
the  first  Georgian  Government  that  it  was  doing  its 
best  “ to  make  the  world  safe  from  democracy.”  The 
seconTl  Georgian  Government  almost  completed  the 
job.  We  predicted  sinister  results  from  the  election 
of  a puppet  Parliament.  Those  sinister  results  have 
been  achieved.  It  is  but  little  satisfaction  to  us  to 
know'  that  those  who  differed  most  widely  from  the 
views  we  expressed  at  the  last  election  agree  with  us 
at  last,  especially  in  their  estimate  of  the  principal 
actor  in  the  tragedy  of  the  past  four  years. 

Seldom  has  the  fall  of  a Premier  been  so  complete. 
At  the  finish,  Mr.  Lloyd  George  was  deserted  by  his 
former  henchman  of  the  Press,  and  he  had  to  depend 
upon  the  broadcasting  of  one  London  daily  which 
is  said  to  be  financed  by  prominent  Coalitionists.  The 
Manchester  speech  was  the  Swan  song  of  a beaten  and 
discredited  leader.  He  cast  himself  upon  the  people 
— his  own  chosen  people  and  his  confederates  of  the 
past  four  years.  They  probably  saw  more  of  him  than 
most  people.  They  probably  knew  him  best.  They 
literally  Jacked  him  out  of  office.  Four  years  ago  lie 
went  to  the  country,  a national  hero ; now  he  goes  to 
the  country  not  to  receive  public  homage,  but  camou- 
flaged as  the  prodigal  son  with  still  an  eye  on  the 
flesh-pots  of  office. 

We  cannot  trace  a record  of  a Ministerial  crash  that 
created  at  least  the  appearance  of  so  much  public 
jubilation.  Mr.  Lloyd  George  assumed  office  with 
the  opportunity  and  the  power  to  set  up  the  New- 
World  he  promised.  Territory  in  which  enemy 
soldiers  had  never  set  foot  and  which  the  guns  of 
invaders  failed  to  touph  have  been  converted  into 
devastated  areas,  plague  spots,  famine  /.ones,  and 
bankrupt  states.  We  arc  no  nearer  peace  than  when 
he  was  given  an  unprecedented  power  to  mould  the 
peace  of  the  world.  For  the  misery  of  our  own  people 
at  home;  for  much  of  the  famine  and  misery  abroad ; 
for  our  idle  mills  and  mines;  and  for  the  terrible 
obligations  resting  upon  us  the  Coalition  is  blamed  and 
its  leader  particularly  is  anathematised. 

Most  of  those  who  denounce  the  late  Government 
and  its  leader  forget  something  that  ought  to  be 
remembered  by  the  electors  who  arc  now  given  another 
chance  of  salvation.  Mr.  Lloyd  George  was  un- 
doubtedly the  leader  of  the  Government  which  has 
wrought  such  destruction  as  we  see  around  us.  His 
return  to  power  would  find  him  unchastcncd,  and  it 
is  unthinkable.  He  was  but  011c  member  in  the 
House.  Rallying  to  the  call  of  the  ex-Premier  were 
368  Conservatives  and  127  Coalition-Liberals.  The 
new  Prime  Minister  is  the  choice  of  the  Conservative 
Party  in  -the  House  of  Commons.  They  -aspire  to 
be  the  party  in  power  in  the  new  Parliament.  They 
constituted  a majority  of  the  whole  House.  They 
had  the  power  to  save  the  nation  from  the  madness  of 
its  Prime  Minister  and  his  Cabinet.  They  refused  to 
move  a finger  to  save  it.  When  the  Opposition  did 
make  efforts  to  moderate  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment this  huge  majority  voted  it  down  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  ; but  also  under  the 
leadership  of  the  new  Prime  Minister,  who  was  jointly 
responsible  with  Mr.  Lloyd  George  for  the  issue  of  the 
notorious  coupon.  Mr.  M'Kcnna,  a former  Liberal 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  has  pleaddd  for  a Con- 
servative Government  for  the  sake  of  stability.  Flow 
can  he  or  anyone  else  hope  for  stability  from  the  party 
which  constituted  the  majority  of  the  House  which 
has  produced  a state  of  disorganisation  unequalled  in 
British  history  since  the  days  of  the  Stuarts?  The 
Coalition  was  bad  ; but  its  power  for  badness  was 
derived  from  its  component  parts — 507  members,  of 
whom  368  were  of  the  party  to  which  Mr.  M'Kctma 
looks  for  stability.  If  the  minority  is  to  be  condemned 
for  the  misdeeds  of  the  Coalition  why  should  the 
majority  which  ruled  the  Coalition  escape  the  penally? 

Mr.  MTvenna  has  given  his  blessing  to  the  Anti- 
Labour  campaign  of  Mr.  Churchill  and  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain. As  we  pointed  out  when  Mr.  Churchill  began 
his  crusade,  the  Co-operative  candidate  will  be  up 
agajtist  the  Anti-Labour  cry. 

We  ought  to  go  into  this  election  with  our  colours 
flying,  marching  in  unbroken  ranks.  The  man,  or 


woman,  or  child,  is  of  greater  value  than  the  bank- 
book. We  arc  out  to  make  the  sanctity  of  human  Hft. 
a greater  issue  than  the  “Freedom  of  the  Straits.” 
We  want  peace  at  home  and  abroad  ;a  decent  standard 
of  living  for  the  workers ; a voice  for  the  worker  in 
the  fixing  of  his  own  standard;  democratic  control  of 
the  factors— whether  in  foreign  policy  or  domestic 
policy,  or  in  industrial  organisation — that  make  <>r 
mar  the  lives  of  the  people. 

We  want  a fair  field  for  the  -operations  of  our  great 
movement. 

The  National  Chamber  of  Trade,  at  their  autumn 
meeting  at  Doncaster,  made  a vigorous  demand  f()r 
increased  taxation  being  placed  on  co-operative  socie- 
ties. This  aggressive  attitude  is  bound  to  find  ii  , 
reflex  in  pressure  brought  011  the  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. We  arc  doubtless  jn  for  another  long  and  bitter 
fight  on  the  question  of  the  taxation  of  societies' 
surpluses.  There-is  a good  deal  of  ignorance  amongst 
the  general  public,  even  in  most  unexpected  quarters, 
as  to  the  true  position.  This  should  be  removed  In- 
effective and  well-directed  propaganda.  If  reaction 
triumphs  at  the  polls,  as  it  hopes  it  will,  every  organ- 
isation in  the  country  that  makes  for  democratic 
progress  will  suffer. 

We  hope  that  co-operators  will  plunge  themselves 
into  the  fight  with  unflagging  zeal  in  those  divisions 
that  are  to  be  contested  by  candidates  put  forward  by 
the  Co-operative  Party.  Where  there  is  no  such 
candidate  every  other  candidate  should  be  tested  on 
the  co-operative  programme,  and  the  whole  strength 
of  our  electoral  organisation  used  for  or  against  him 
or  her  according  to  the  faith  that  is  in  them.  Vigilance 
and  action  are  imperative.  Apathy  may  spell  disaster. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

A MAGISTRATE  S EXPERIMENT. 

Enterprise  is  not  usually  to  be  looked  for  on  the  magisterial 
bench,  but  Mr.  J.  A.  Symmons,  the  London  magistrate,  made 
an  experiment  that  many  interested  in  criminology  will  watch 
with  interest.  A woman  with  twenty-one  previous  convictions, 
and  sentence  of  penal  servitude  to  a total  of  eighteen  years, 
pleaded  that  she  had  never  had  a chance.  The  magistrate,  on 
examining  her  record,  agreed  that  it  was  so,  and  took  the  unusual 
course  of  simply  binding  her  over.  The  way  of  the  transgressor 
is  truly  hard.  This  woman  had  worked  for  some  years  at  the 
Woolwich  Arsenal,  and  she  left  it  to  go  to  a good  situation,  but 
she  lost  that  because  another,  who  knew  her  past,  attempted 
to  blackuiail  her.  It  is  so  much  part  of  our  judicial  custom 
that  one  conviction  must  be  followed  by  a heavier  sentence 
than  the  previous  that  Mr.  Symmons’  experiment  commends 
itself  to  reformers  of  our  penal  system. 

NEWPORT. 

It  was  the  Newport  election  result  that  torpedoed  the  Lloyd 
George  Ministry  last  week.  A Labour  victory  was  so  confidently 
expected  that  it  was  lfoped  that  its  announcement  would  have 
enabled  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  bring  his  recalcitrant  followeis  to 
heel.  The  Conservative  victory,  so  decisive  and  so  unexpected, 
produced  a resolution  at  the  Carlton  Club  which  was  just  as 
decisive  and  unexpected.  3onfe  of  the  Conservative  papers, 
prior  to  the  election,  commented  upon  the  probable  Labour 
victory  on  “ a minority  vote.”  The  minority  vote  on  which 
the  Conservative  member  was  elected  seemed  quite  satisfactory 
to  them  after  the  result  was  declared.  The  “ Daily  Herald’s  " 
correspondent  on  the  spot  has  pointed  out  that  the  larger  trade 
unions  in  Newport  have  a membership  considerably  exceeding 
the  votes  east  for  Mr.  Bowen,  the  Labour  candidate.  That  is 
a disquieting  experience  for  the  Labour  Party  on  the  eve  of  a 
general  election.  It  points  to  serious  defection,  the  cause  of 
which  ought  to  be  promptly  investigated.  If  that  be  done,  it 
is  ppssible  that  the  Newport  surprise  may  be  the  most  useful 
service  that  could  be  rendered  to  the  parly  on  {lie  launching  of 
the  great  campaign. 

TRADES  AND  BUSINESS  CONFERENCES. 

Although  the  Trades  and  Business  Conferences  have  not  been 
completed  as  we  write,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  success  of  the 
experiment  made  for  the  first  time  last  year  is  assured,  and  these 
conferences,  or  perhaps  one  national  meeting,  will  be  a per- 
manency in  the  future.  A11  encouraging  feature  of  tliis  year’s 
gatherings  was  the  fact  that  a majority  of  those  attending  were 
officials.  Out  of  an  estimated  attendance  of  over  GOO  at  ono 
meeting,  for  instance,  there  were  only  132  committeemen  ami 
40  presidents,  tho  remainder  being  managers,  departmental 
managers,  secretaries,  and  other  officials.  Tin’s,  as  we  say.  is 
encouraging,  because,  although  committeemen  have  to  deal  with 
a number  of  problems  so  far  as  the  policy  of  the  society  is  con- 
cerned, it ‘is  the  managers  and  other  officials  who  have  to  find  ft 
practical  solution  of  them,  and,  moreover,  the  primary  purpose 
of  the  conferences  was  to  get  officials  of  societies  together  to 
discuss  practical  business  difficulties.  The  great  fault  was  the 
length  of  the  papers  and  the  number  of  subjects  covered  in  them. 
Everyone  recognises,  of  course,  that  It  is  impossible  to  deal  with 
a question  like  dividend  without  also  considering  prices  but 
surely  it  is  not  beyond  the  ingenuity  of  some  of  the  movement's 
capable  experts  to  put  forward  the  salient  points  of  one  or  two 
particular  subjects  in  a paper  that  will  not  take  more  than  thirty 
Vinutca  to  read.  Those  who  spoko  merely  touched  on  points 
picked  out  here  and  there.  The  papers  aro  valuable,  and  arc 
worth  retaining  for  reference  and  for  future  careful  reading-  ,,llb 
it  was  impossible  to'  discuss  them  satisfactorily  in  the  tun® 
allowed. 


Well-known  loaders  of  co-operation  hai/e  sent  goodwill 
messages  to  the  Co-operative  candidates  fighting  in  »he 
General  Election.  We  hope  to  give  these  next  week,  w'11’ 
other  election  matter. 


(jttonm  *.  lil23’ 
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SHORT  SKETCH. 


THE  OPTIMIST. 


njDGE  HUGHES  ^ 
CENENTARY.  

Every  co-opera- 
tor  visiting  Rugby 
makes  a pilgrimage 
to  the  J u d g o 
Hughes  statue.  It 
is  in  the  grounds 
attached  to  the 
famous  school's 
museum. 

A year  ago  last 
Easter  ft  number 
of  midland  educa- 
tionalists gathered 
round  the  statue. 
Tm  Late  Judge  Hcghf.s.  and  than  k e d 
“ Tom,”  " some 
LjUj-  and  some  silently,  for  the  great  services 
‘ hft(|  rendered  not  only  the  co-operative 
Dovcment.  but  all  other  working-class  move- 
nts. One  of  the  homage-payers  was  Mi1. 
Hobert  Halstead,  who,  referring  to  Judge 
Hughes,  said  " he  was  very  jolly  and  full  of 
t0  the  last.”  Mr.  Halstead  had  the 
Jasme  of  visiting  the  worthy  judge  at  Chester 
ibcnl  three  months  before  he  died. 

The  statue  and  the  words  quoted  are  recalled 
u (he  fact  that  had  Judge  Hughes  been  per- 
mitted to  live  he  would  have  celebrated  his 
fcndrdth  birthday  on  October  20th.  He  was 
seventy-four  years  old  when  he  died  at 
Brighton  on  March  22nd,  1896,  and  surely  he 
ojald  claim  to  be  written  down  as  one  who 
loved  his  fellow-man.  ” Quit  you  like  men, 
le strong.’’  is  the  epitaph  on  his  grave,  and  the 
ame  wording  will  be  found  on  Ins  statue  at 
Rugby. 

Judge  Hughes  was  horn  to  be  a leader  of 
raking  men.  He  was  surrounded  by  the 
right  environment  from  the  first.  His  father 
is  described  as  a noble  champion  of  the  poor.” 
‘•Tom"  was  born  at  Uffington,  on  the  Berk- 
diirc  Downs,  and  as  a child  he  played  with 
the  village  children  as  one  of  themselves, 
bowing  no  distinction  of  class.  Sir  Charles 
Lucas,  K.C.B.,  speaking  as  the  principal  of  the 
Working  Men’s  College  at  the  Co-operators’ 
Week-end  in  1913,  said  of  Judge  Hughes  that, 
“He  was  an  idealist ; too  sanguine  to  make 
money;  lie  lost  it  in  his  belief  In  his  fellow- 
men.” 

The  first  of  the  present  series  of  Co-operative 
Congresses  was  held  in  London  in  1869 — the 
jear  in  which  he  was  made  a Q.C. — and  the 
honour  of  presiding  and  delivering  the 
inaugural  address  fell  to  Judge  Hughes  the 
umeyear.  He  presided  over  the  Co-operative 
'Congress  several  times  in  subsequent  years. 

One  of  the  greatest  services  Judge  Hughes 
itnderetl  the  movement  was  a-  “ Manual  for 


WORK  FOR  CO-OPERATION 
RECALLED. 


Co-operators,”  which  he  and  Edward  Van- 
sit  tart  Neale  wrote  in  collaboration. 

Judge  Hughes  went  to  America  three  times, 
and  in  1879  he  established  in  Tennessee  a 
colony  on  co-operative  lines,  to  which  he  gave 
the.  name  Rugby.  The  colony  did  not  live 
very  long,  and  its  failure  cost  its  founder  a 
good  sum  of  money. 


THE  FAMOUS  “SCHOOLDAYS.” 

While  it  may  be  doubted  if  any  of  the 
characters  in  “ Tom  Brown’s  Schooldays  ” — 
with  the  exception  of  that  of  Dr.  Arnold — are 
directly  applicable  to  individuals  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  most  of  the  incidents  re- 
corded in  the  book  are  founded  on  actual  facts. 
We  can  thus  reconcile  the  details  in  the  follow- 
ing story  with  the  disclaimer  of  Thomas 
Hughes  himself  in  the  preface  to  “’Torn 
Brown  at  Oxford.” 

The  late  Rev.  Augustus  Orlebar,  sometime 
Vicar  of  Willingtonv  once  told  how  he  had 
gone  to  Rugby  School  for  the  unveiling  of  the 
Tom  Brown  statue.  Seeking  a place  to  rest 
awhile,  he  remembered  a bench  in  the  garden 
of  School  House  seventy  years  before,  and 
finding  it  still  there  he  sat  down,  thinking  of 
all  those  years  gone  by  since  he  was  a boy  at 
Rugby.  Ten  minutes  later  another  clergyman 
made  his  way  slowly  along  the  path  towards 
the  same  bench.  When  the  newcomer  was 
seated  they'  began  to  talk  and  to  compare 
reminiscences.  Each  told  how  much  he  loved 
Rugby,  how  he  had  enjoyed  the  day,  and  how 
he  had  looked  back  over  the  long  years  with 
deep  interest. 

Then  Orlebar  said,  “ Why,  sir,  you  and  I 
must  have  been  here  somewhere  about  the 
same  time  if  you,  as  you  say,  are  over  eighty, 
for  so  am  I.  I was  here  under  Dr.  Arnold.” 

“ So  was  I,”  replied  the  other. 

“ You  were  ? Well,  then,  perhaps  you  can 
recall  the  ‘ (heat  Fight,’  as  recorded  by  Tom 
Hughes  in  his  famous  Jiook  ? ” 

“ Should  think  I do  ! ” answered  the  second 
clergyman.  " Why',  sir,  I ought  to  remember 
it,  for  I was  one  of  the  two  who  fought  ! ” 

“ What  ? ” cried  Orlebar.  “ Why,  surely 
you  aren't  good  old  Bulkeley  Jones,  the  cele- 
brated ‘ Slogger  ’ of  the  hook  ? ” 

“ That  I am  ! ” said  the  other.  ‘ And  may 
I ask  who  you  arc  ? ” 

“ Good  gracious  ! How  wonderful  ! Why, 
I’m  Orlebar,  the  boy  who  fought  you,  old 
friend.  And  here  we  are,  both  meeting  again, 
by  God’s  wondrous  providence,  at  Rugby 
itself,  both  over. eighty  years  of  age  and  both 
parsons ! ” 


Midmouth  races  are  held  twice  a year,  in 
March  and  October.  This  arrangement 
secures  continued  support  from  local  patrons 
of  the  sport,  who  have  ample  time  to  forget 
aiiy  pecuniary  losses  sustained  at  the  autumn 
meeting  by  the  time  spring  comes  round,  when 
they  return  to  the  sport  with  hopes  renewed. 

So  it  was  with  Joe  and  Henry,  who  were 
making  their  way  towards  the  course,  each 
with  a pound  or  so  in  his  pocket,  and,  in 
common,  a rosy  confidence  that  their  indi- 
vidual fortunes  would  be  greater  upon  their 
return.  The  two  friends  formed  part  of  a 
numerous  company  which  thronged  the  paths 
on  either  side  of  the  road,  which  itself  bore  a 
heavy  motor  traffic.  While  nearly  all  the  men 
and  vehicles  were  going  in  the  same  direction, 
it  happened  that  our  two  friends  meLa  work- 
mate, who,  with  an  appar.ntly  sceptical  smile, 
threw  out  to  them  the  remark : 

“ Out  to  heat  the  ‘ bookies,’  boys  ? ” 

“Aye,”  replied  Joe  ; “ I reckon  we’ll  make 
a bit  to-day'.” 

“ You're  an  optimist  ! ” came  the  rejoinder 
from  over  the  shoulder  of  the  departing  friend, 
who  was  making  his  way  to  the  factory  after 
his  mid-day’  interval. 

Henry,  somewhat  puzzled,  at  once  remarked 
to  Joe  : “ Old  George  is  a ‘ nib  ’ for  big  words. 
What  the  deuce  is  a'  optimist,  anyhow  '!  ” 

Joe  disguised  the  somewhat  limited  scope  of 
his  acquaintance  with  the  king's  English  by 
the  evasive  reply  : “ Wait  till  we  get  back 
to  the  shop  to-morrow.  We'll  show  him  who's 
a’  optimist ! ” 

Arrived  on  the  racecourse  the  friends  listened 
with  not  too  much  credulity  to  the  tipsters, 
some  of  whom  whispered  hints  as  to  con- 
fidential information  concerning  certain  super- 
horses which  were  destined  to  “ walk  away  ” 
with  particular  races,  while  others  of  the 
tipstc-r  fraternity  roared  their  noisy  defiance  to 
the  world.  Joe  suggested  that  they’  should  back 
their  own  fancies,  and  this  they  proccededto  do. 

The  investments  which  the  friends  made  on 
the  first  two  races  were  disastrous,  but  a winner 
in  the  third  event  restored  their  financial 
status  quo,  and  incidentally  their  optimism, 
although  they  knew  it  not  as  such. 

Joe  was  now  thoroughly  warmed  to  the 
sport,  and  made  the  staggering  suggestion  that 
they  should  pool  the  whole  of  their  money  and 
invest  it  on  the  favourite  in  the  next  race. 

“ That’s  the  way  to  make  a bit,”  said  he. 
“ It’s  no  good  messing  about.” 

Henry  thought  it  rather  rash,  but  agreed ; 
in  fact,  his  pal  Joe  was  in  most  matters  his 
mentor  and  his  guide.  They  pushed  their 
way  among  the  crowd,  examining  the  odds 
against  the  horses  shown  on  the  bookmakers’ 
lists,  and  eventually  stopped  before  a sleek 
young  gent,  lean  of  face,  with  straw-coloured 


hair,  who  was  doing  considerable  business  in 
front  of  a gaily-painted  canvas  beating  tho 
name  : — 

" Billy  Harris,  Junior.” 

His  odds  against  the  favourite  were  slightly 
more  favourable  than  those  offered  by  any 
other  bookmaker  they  had  seen,  and  Joe, 
having  collected  Henry’s  share,  handed  up 
£2  I Os.  at  the  odds  of  6 to  4 against ; or,  as 
Billy  repeated  to  his  clerk,  “ £3  15s.  to  50  bob 
‘ Bluebird.'  ” Joe  took  the  ticket,  and  the 
friends  went  up  the  course  to  wait  for  the  start 
and  watch  the  race. 

They  saw  by  their  race-card  that  " Blue- 
bird’s ” colours  were  scarlet  shirt  and  cap, 
and  decided  that  the  horse's  progress  would  bo 
easily’  observable.  Soon  the  cry  ' They’re 
off ! ” was  heard,  and  the  horses  came  into 
sight.  The  friends  possessed  their  souls* in 
patience  while  the  favourite  kept  well  placed 
with  the  rest  qf  the  runners  in  the  early’  part 
of  the  race,  but  expressed  their  joy  in  frenzy 
as,  near  the  post*  their  horse  drew  out_to  win 
in  comfort. 

” What  did  I tell  yer  ? ” yelled  Joe.  “ Won 
easy ! We’re  quids  in.  Here's  the  ticket. 
You  go  and  draw  the  ‘ dough.’  ” 

Henry  duly  set  out  and  made  his  way  as 
quickly  as  possible  to  the  bookmaker’s  stand, 
and  eventually  found  it.  The  scanty  and 
valueless  nature  of  the  structure,  which  was,  in 
fact,  only  a few  thin  battens  hearing  the  gaily- 
painted  canvas,  was  thrown  into  focus  for  the 
first  time  by’  the  appalling  circumstance  that 
the  straw-coloured  Billy  Harris,  Junior,  was 
not  to  be  seen. 

Henry  formed  one  of  a group  of  a dozen  or 
so  uneasy  possessors  of  Billy  Harris’  betting 
tickets,  one  of  whom,  pointing  to  the  un- 
tenanted stand,  asked  a neighbouring 
bookmaker,  “ Where’s  this  bloke  gone  ? ” 

The  answer  was  merely  a gesture  which 
might  have  been  meant,  to  convey7  a blend  of 
ignorance  and  indifference  as  to  the  where- 
abouts of  B.  H.  Junr. 

The  short  period  of  inaction  was  now  ended 
by  one  stalwart  backer  prodneing  a clasp  knife 
and  slashing  into  ribbons  the  canvas  bearing 
the  defaulter's  name,  and  following  up  this 
good  work  by  breaking  across  his  knees  the 
slender  battens  that  had  held  the  sign  aloft, 
accompanying  both  labours  by’  a volley  of 
pithy  and  uncomplimentary  epithets.  At  this 
moment  Joe  arrived  on  the  scene. 

“Say,  Joe,”  said  Henry,  pointing  to  the 
remnants  of  the  bookmaker’s  stand,  “ you 
remember  the  word  as  old  George  spit  up  this 
morning  ? You  know — optimist." 

“ What's  that  got  to  do  with  it  ? ” 
growled  Joe. 

“ Everything  ! ” replied  Henry.  “ This  is 
‘im.  The  blighter's  'oppeil  it,  anyhow  ! ” 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


"Co-operative  News”  Office. 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

, • G.  Goodexougii. — “ Democracy  li 

11  ‘k'fined  as  a state  of  things  vvhe 
ton-body  knows  what  ought  to  he  (lot) 
.nobody  knows  how  to  do  it.”  T1 
me  Sir  John  Foster  Frasei 
option  of  the  scenes  at  the  Llo, 
forge  meeting  at  Leeds  on  Saturday, 
"l  1 'e  told  how  the  ex-Premier  mount 
Ie.  lostrum  and  “Everybody  stood 
...  1 ,e"  touted  to  everybody  else 
at  down.’  ” 


There  is  a curious  feature  in  the  election 
forecast  com  petition  announced  in  the 
Hnrmswortb  papers.  The  competitors 
have  to  estimate  the  number  of  members 
there  will  he  in  the  new  Parliament  belong- 
ing to  each  of  the  following  parties,  viz.. 
Conservative,  Liberal  (Mr.  Asquith’s 
followers),  Coalitionist,  Liberal  and  Con- 
servative (Mr.  Lloyd  George).  Labour,  Sinn 
Feiners,  and  Irish  Independents.  I can 
understand  the  refusal  to  mention  the  Co- 
operative Party  which  the  Harmsvvorth 


press  does  not  recognise,  but  has  it  so 
little  hope  of  the  “Anti-Waste”  Party 
which  it  did  so  much  to  create,  and  which 
a scion  of  the  noble  house  of  Harmsvvorth 
ess  ay. s to  lead?- 


Mu.  G.  N.  Barnes,  M.P.,  is  not  seeking 
re-election  at  the  General  Election, 
According  * to  the  Labour  Press  Service, 
Mr.  Barnes  is  to  be  appointed  to  a high 
office  in  the  International  Labour  Office  of 
the  League  of  Nations.  Many  co-opera- 
tors hope  that  another  Barnes  will  find  a 
place  in  the  new  Parliament — Mr.  Alfred 
Barnes  (the  president  of  the  London 


luM  S"llda-V  Times”  with  its  last  issv 
eted  its  centenary,  and  congratul 
li;,.1*  are  l,ierefore  in  order.  The  pap 
’ 1,0  con»ec  tion  with  “ The  Times,”  hi 
gjf,  c<,"G°lled  by  one  of  the  gentlenu 

Z'ynr"'  Ur<1  Xoithdiffe’s  " 

Flitb.J  . ,0"!UreS'  ’ 1 heartil-v  disIike  « 

I "■  and  its  economic  theories,  but 
tt»o  "lri  \ ■ 11  ,,Pefl'1  contribution  to  liter 
le  lts  nows  service  leaves  little 
lie  rp  j 1 Its  foreign  news  can  nlwa; 

with  interest,  and  one  of  Its  be 
tfdf]v"'G,,fS  111  tk‘s  respect  was  in  i 
flic  l'  [°'ie'v  1,1  events  in  Russia  durit 
Hoina',;,  mo'lth  . of  the  regime  of  tl 
ifniJl|v  f ll  predicted,  with  nlino 
him  ' '"  ,'"i1;n  y,  the  horrors  of  the  rev 
uiu  '"-t  would  take  place  if  t; 
i*0rcf\  . Rome  of  Lhe  Cznri.  t Minisle 
0 tot  stopped. 

i;  'X-I,|cmier,  speaking  of  |,j,  Co»« 
[tjiiu,..!  c°llea.gue8  on  Saturday,  vv 
Tl rC1P0rted  as  having  said:  ( 

*l%,|  l,_  11  vcr.v  1"H«  " : (2)  " Til 

‘to.,1  J.  1>’"K  " ; and  13)  " Til 

*bi..|i  ,'.ery  ,unK.”  I’m  curious  to  km 

t™M  'tones  lie  diil  actually  s„j 


HIS  TIME  FOR  DIRECT  ACTION. 


The  Worker:  “ I'm  safe  if  I stick  to  this  weapon.’* 


Society),  who  is  the  Co-operative  candidate 
for  South-East  Ham. 

Hrs  many  friends  over  here  will  lie  in- 
terested in  the  announcement  of  the  mar- 
riage on  the  14th  inst.,  at  Montclair.  New 
Jersey,  of  Mr.  Emerson  P.  Harris  and  Miss 
Viola  E.  Rice.  Our  best  wishes!  Mr, 
Harris  is  the  author  of  the  important  book, 
“ C'o-operation.  the  Hope  of  the  Consumer.” 
and  made  a lengthy  co-operative  tour  in 
Britain  and  on  the  Continent  last  year. 

An  amazing  example  of  how  some  co- 
operative societies  do  not  “get  there’’  was 
mentioned  at  the  Business  Conference  in 
Manchester  last  week.  A special  event  was 
being  celebrated  by  a certain  society  not 
a hundred  miles  from  Manchester,  and  to 
mark  the  occasion  tobacco  vtas  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  men  and  chocolate  to  the 
women,  to  advertise  the  C.W.S.  produc- 
tions. Sixteen  dozen  chocolate  boxes  were 
ordered.  Sixteen  only  turned  up.  and  the 
committee,  not  to  disappoint  their  female 
guests,  ran  round  to  the  private  shops,  and 
bought  freely  of  a well-known  proprietary 
brand.  • ♦ ♦ 

A button  found  in  the  harvest  festival 
offertories  at  Sfaveley  Parish  Church  brings 
to  mind  the  fact  that  some  few  years  ago  quite 
a number  of  the  Staveley  Society’s  checks 
found  their  way  into  the  collection  boxes. 
One  of  the  wardens  cashed  these  at  (he  quarter 
ends.  That  was  before,  the  " Climax  ’ system 
was  in  operation.  The  adoption  of  that 
system  has  now  put  a stop  to  the  practice, 
even  if  anyone  wished  to  make  their  Sunday 
offering  in  the  form  of  ft  co-operative  society  s 
cheek.  Oct  and  About. 


News  has  been  received  that  the  deputa- 
tion from  the  C.W.S  which  has  l*  cn  visiting 
the  Near  East  is  expected  to  reach  England 
on  Friday  this  week. 
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MALIGNERS  OF  THE  C.W.S. 

THE  QUESTION  OF  MINIMUM  RATES. 

MR.  LESLIE’S  CRITICISM.  FURTHER  COMPARISONS. 


Dear  Slr, — I am  writing,  not  merely  as  a. 
trade  unionist  concerned  about  trade  union 
conditions,  but  as  a co-operalor,  jealous  of 
the  reputation  of  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  Co-operative  Press  Agency  adopted  a 
Boruewhat  injured  air  because  I dared  to  assert 
that  their  article  of  August  26th  was  inspired. 
They  might  possibly  imagine  that  " it  was  a 
plain  honest  statement  of  fact,”  but  the  facts 
were  presented  in  a . manner  apt  to  be  mis- 
leading. If  the  Co-operative  Press  Agency 
were  fully  conversant  with  wage  negotiations 
in  the  distributive  trades,  they  would  know 
that  where  an  agreement  carries  minimum 
wages  to  an  ago  beyond  21,  junior  rates  are 
likely*  to  be  lower  than  when  the  age  limit 
ceases  at  21,  but  not  always. 

In  arriving  at  agreements  in  the  private 
trade,  the  rates  are  arranged  pro  rata  in 
accordance  with  the  stopping  age,  so  that  in 
one  case  higher  rates  prevail  at  the  lower 
ages  ; while  in  the  other  case,  the  rates  are 
spread  out,  giving  to  the  older  ages  a higher 
rate.  Therefore,  I contend  that  the  only  fair 
comparison  would  be,  not  to  take  the  figures 
up  to  ag  • 21  only  in  the  case  of  agreements 
that  extend  beyond  21,  but  to  give  the  rate 
in  full,  right  up  to  the  age  limit. 

The  C.W.S.  niav  pay  higher  wages  to  men 
above  21  years  of  age,  but  the  faot  remains 
that  there  is  no  minimum  scale,  by  agreement 
with  trade  unions,  for  thoso  above  21.  To 
fall  back  on  the  excuse  that  those  above  the 
age  of  21  are  gauged  by  merit,  is  to  adopt  the 
cry  and  method  of  employers  who  oppose 
minimum  rates,  on  the  ground  that,  they  prefer 
that  their  workers  should  be  paid  on  merit, 
and  they  (the  employers)  to  be  the  judge  of 
what  the  individual  is  worth. 

Although,  in  private  trade,  minimum  wage 
agreements  may  run  up  to  the  age  of  25  or 
even  beyond  that,  employers  still-pay  on  merit. 
It  is  recognised  that  the  agreement  is  a mini- 
mum rate,  and  invariably  there  is  a proviso 
in  the  agreement,  that  merit  and  responsibility 
shall  be  paid  for  at  a higher  rate. 

The  trouble  with  the  C.W.S.  has  been  that 
with  those  over  21  years  of  age,  the  directors 
who  have  the  control  of  conditions  solely  at 
their  disposal,  were  not  prepared  to  submit 
the  matter  to  arbitration.  This  is  one  reason 
why  the  C.W.S.  has  been  named  at  the  Trade 
Unions  Congress, 

So  far  as  the  Shop  Assistants’  Union  arc 
concerned,  they  have  always  sought  to  utilise 
the  machinery  provided  for  the  settlement 
of  wage  disputes,  so  as  to  prevent  open  rupture. 
They  have  never  sought  to  take  advantage  of 
the  C.W.S.  or  the  co-operative  movement. 
They  ought,  therefore,  to  have  some  little 
regard  for  the  fact  that  Shop  Assistants’ 
Union  has  striven  to  raise,  and  after  a struggle 
has  succeeded  in  raising,  the  status  of  tne 
workers  in  the  private  trade.  Having  done 
60,  the  union  is  naturally  anxious  that  the 
co-operative  movement  should  not  drag  down 
conditions  worse  than  the  union  has  been  able 
to  establish  with  many  multiple  and  private 
traders’  associations. 

For  proof  of  what  I say  with  respect  to 
wages,  let  me  give  here  a few  typical  cases  : — 
North  of  England  Firms. 

Assistants  and  W arehousemen. 

Age 16  17  18  19  20  21 

Mon  . . . .22/-  27/-  33/-  40/-  48,  - 55/- 
Women  ..18/-  22/-  27/-  32/-  37/-  4 27- 

Age 22  23  24  25  26' 

Men  . . . .58/-  61/-  64/-  67/-  70/- 
Women  . .44/-  47/-  47/-  51/-  51/ 

A Lancashire  Firm. 

Salesmen  and  Warehousemen. 

Age 16  17  18  19  20  21 

Men  . . . .24/-  30/-  38/-  46/-  58/-  65/- 

Age 22  23  24  25  26 

Men  . . . .68/-  71/-  74/-  77/-  80/- 

An other  Lancashire  Firm. 

Salesmen. 

Age 16  17  18  19  20  21 

Men  . . . .20/-  20/-  33/-  40/-  52/-  60/- 

Age 22  23  24  25  1 

Men  ....65/- G5/-  70/-  72/6 

A Yorkshire  Firm. 

Salesmen. 

Age 16  17  18  19  20  21 

Men  24/-  27/-  30/-  36/-  40/-  50/- 

Age 22  23  24  25  26 

Men  . . . .55/-  60/-  65/-  70/-  80/- 
A London  Firm. 

Assistants. 

Ago 10  17  18  19  20  21 

Mon  ....  22/0  27/6  35/-  42/- 48/- 55/- 
Women  . . 187-  22/-  28/-  33/6  38/6  44/- 

Age 22  23  24  25  26  27  28 

Men  57/6  60/-  62/-  05/-  67/6  70/-  72/- 

Women  ..46/-  48/-  50/-  62/-  64/-  56/-  58/- 
An other  London  Firm. 

Clerics. 

Ago 16  17  18  19  20  21 

Mon  . . . .27/-  .32/-  37/-  42/-  47/-  64/- 
Women  ..20/-  247-  28/-  32/-  36/-  44/- 

Ago 22  23  24  25  26  27  28 

Men  ....57/-  60/-  63/-  60/-  69/-  72/-  75/- 
Women  ..46/-  48/-  51/-  54/-  56/-  68/-  61/- 

Comparo  these  rates  with  those  paid  by 
the  C.W.S.,  as  follows: — * 

C.W.S. 

Clerics  and  Salesmen. 

Ago 14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21 

Men  ...  .13/-  16/-  20/-  25/-  32/-  40/-  48/-  GO/* 

Women  ..12/-  14/-  16/-  22/-  27/-  32/-  36/-  38/- 

IContlnued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


FROM  THE  PRESS  AGENCY. 


Another  proof  of  our  recent  contention 
with  regard  to  C.W.S.  wages  and  wages  ot 
outsido  'firms  has  been  evinced.  We  desiro 
to  allude  to  it  to  follow  up  the  statements 
we  liavo  previously  made  and  to  strengthen 
the  comparisons  we  sot  forth.  Tho  “ Shop 
Assistant  ’’  itself  has  given  particulars  of  an 
agreement  arrived  at  between  the  National 
Union  of  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and 
Clerks,  and  tne  principal  drapers  in  London, 
also  with  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores. 

The  negotiations  were  with  tho  London 
Employers’  Association.  The  new  rates  wore 
payable  from  September  25th,  except  with 
the  Army  and  Navy  Stores,  when  they  com- 
mence next  January.  The  present  rates  of 
tho  C.W.S.  fixed  by  the  award  of  the  Joint 
Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co- 
operators  came  into  operation  in  the  week, 
commencing  August  7th  of  this  year. 

In  giving  the  comparative  figures  we  shall 
do  as  wo  did  with  our  contribution  of  August 
26th,  adhere  to  ages  from  14  to  12,  as  the 
C.W.S.  fixed  scale  does  not  go  above  the  age 
of  21.  But  as  wo  pointed  out  in  a recent 
communication  tho  wages  at  21  do  not  form 
a maximum,  but  are  greater  at  higher  ages' 
according  to  merit  and  service.  It  should  bo 
also  explained  that  the  latest,  scale  of  the 
Shop  Assistants’  Llnion  is  for  London,  whilst 
that  for  tho  C.W.S.  is  for  the  whole  of  the 
country,  which  makes  an  important  difference. 

First,  as  to  male  assistants  and  clerks. 
Here  arc  the  figures  : — 


London  Agreement. 


Age. 

Wa 


16  17  18  19  20  21 
20/-  25/-  30/-  35/-  40/-  48/- 
C.W.S.  Rates. 

Ago 14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21 

Wage  . . .13/-  16/-  20/-  25/-  32/-  40/-  48/-  60/- 

This  means  that  at  the  age  of  18  the  per- 
centage increase  of  C.W.S.  rates  over  London 
agreement  was  7 ; 14  per  cent,  at  19  ; 20  per 
cent;' at  20 ; 25  per  cent,  at  21. 

Next  wo  come  to  male  packers,  where  we 
find  that  C.W.S.  rates  at  the  ages  of  16  and  17 
are,  respectively,  6 and  4 per  cent,  less,  but 
other  ages  proceed  as  ollows  : — 

London. 

Age 18  19  20  21 

Wage  ...30/-  35/-  40/-  48/- 
C.W.S. 

Ago 18  19  20  21 

Wage  ...31/-  38/-  45/-  57/- 

The  greatest  difference  here  in  favour  of 
tho  C.W.S.  is  19  per  cent. 

Now  for  male  porters : — 

London. 

Age 16  17  18  19  20  21 

Wage  . . .20/-  25/-  30/-  35/-  40/-  46/- 

C.W.S. 

Age 14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21 

Wage  . . .10/-  13/-  17/-  22/-  28/-  35/-  42/-  55/- 

From  20  to  23  years  of  age  (inclusive)  the 
C.W.S.  rate  is  less,  but  greater  at  the  ages  of 
20  and  21.  As  we  have  pointed  out  in  a 
previous  issue,  however,  no  male  porters  are 
employed  by  tho  C.W.S.  under  the  age  of  21. 

In  respect  to  females  also,  the  C.W.S.  rates 
top  those  of  the  London  agreement.  For 
assistants  and  clerks  the  London  rates  are 
from  17s.  at  16  yeara  of  age  to  33s.  at  21  ; 
tho  C.W.S.  are  from  12s.  at"  14  to  38s.  at  21. 
Tho  C.W.S.  rate  at  17  years  is  6 per  cent,  less 
than  London-,  but  from  10  to  20  per  cent, 
above  in  other  instances. 

For  female  packers,  the  C.W  S rate  at  16 
j-ears  is  7 per  cent,  less,  but  from  8 to  1 Ppor 
cent  higher  at  other  ages.  The  wages  vary 
in  London  agreemont  from  10s.  at  16  years 
to  33s.  at  21,  and  tho  C.W.S.  from  11s.  at  14 
years  to  30s.  at  21.- 

Femalo  porters  are  paid  (London)  from  16s. 
at  16  years  to  30s.  at  21,  and  the  C.W.S.  from 
10s.  at  14  to  34s.  at  21.  In  two  instances, 
tho  C.W.S.  rate  is  less— 14  per  cent,  at  10 
years  and  5 por  cent,  at  17.  At  ages  above 
these,  tho  C.W.S.  rates  are  from  4 to  13  per 
cent,  higher. 

Is  it  necessary  to  say  more — except  pe/lmps 
that  tho  C.W.S.  does  not  employ  female 
porters. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

Warehouse  Workers  and  Packers. 

Age 14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21 

Men  ....  12/-  15/-  19/-  24/-  31/-  38/-  45/-  57/- 

Women  ..11/-  13/-  15/-  20/-  26/-  30/-  33/-  36/- 

Commont  would  bo  superfluous. 

We  aro  told  that  I have  acted  on  tho  assump- 
tion that  tho  C.W.S.  does  not  pay  a penny 
higher  than  at  tho  rate  at  ago  21.  I have 
dono  no  such  thing.  I know  quite  well  the 
method  adopted  by  tho 'C.W.S.  in  the  fixing 
of  wages  for  those  above  21  years  of  ago,  but 
the  Co-operative,  Press  Agenoy  does  not 
enlighten  your  readers  as  to  what  are  the 
actual  minimum  wages  paid  to  tho  workers 
between  21  and  26  yeara  of  ago.  If  the  figures 
are  an  improvement  on  those  paid  in  tho 
private  trade,  why  not  disclose  the  fact. — 
Yours  faithfully,  J,  R.  Leslie. 

Dilke  House,  Malet-stroot,  London,  W.’C.l. 


AMONG  OUR 
EMPLOYEES. 


By  EX-COUNTERMAN. 


WHAT  ABOUT  PENSIONS? 


THEIR  EFFECT  ON  EFFICIENCY. 

PROMOTION  DEFERRED 

MAKETH  THE  HEART  SICK. 

There  is  not  a great  deal  being  said  just 
now  on  the  question  of  superannuation  for 
co-operative  employees.  The  recommenda- 
tion of  the  C.W.S.  Special  Inquiry  Committee 
given  some  months  ago,  to  the  effect  that 
retail  societies  should  first  of  all  formulate 
schemes  on  tho  lines  of  the  C.W.S.  thrift  fund, 
seems  now  somewhat  of  a dead  letter. 

A ease  has  just  arisen  in  a large  and  wealthy 
co-operative  society,  winch,  although  unique 
in  one  particular,  shows  in  general  that  it  is 
a question  that  ought  not  to  be  relegated  to 
oblivion.  The  committee  of  management 
recommended  the  quarterly  meeting  to  grant 
an  honorarium  to  a departmental  manager 
who  had  retired  at  a good  ago  after  serving 
the  society  for  a remarkably  long  period  (over 
sixty  years),  and  with  very  marked  success. 

Whether  it  is  duo  to  the  difficult  period 
we  are  passing  through  industrially  I do  not 
know,  but  tho  discussion  was  taken  up  by 
members  who  could  only  realise  one  fact,  anil 
that  was  that,  money  was  being  given  away 
without,  apparently/  any  return  being  made 
for  it,  in  spite  of  the  testimony  given  of  un- 
rewarded services  and  splendid  devotion  to 
duty  quite  out  of  the  ordinary.  The  grant 
was  turned  down. 

We  aro  informed  that  the  impression  gained 
by  the  staff  and  many  local  co-operators  is  a 
rather  bad  one  in  many  ways,  as  it  was  felt 
that  the  spirit  prompting  the  recommendation 
was  worth  more  to  tho  movement  than  the 
actual  money  grant  suggested. 

One  feels  in  a case  fiko  this  that  it  would 
have  been  far  the  bettor  plan  for  the  committee 
to  have  taken  up  their  full  responsibilities  by 
continuing  the  veteran  in  service  as  a con- 
sultant, and  then  have  asked  the  mombers’ 
endorsement  on  the  merits  of  the  case.  Tliis 
introduction  to  the  subject  opens  up  the  wider 
aspect,  and  there  is  no  more  burning  question 
amongst  young  and  middle-aged  employees 
than  that  of  “ how  to  get  a move  on  ” 
with  regard  to  promotion. 

We  once  found — yeara  ago  it  is  true — 
an  old  man  acting  as  a branch  grocery  manager, 
although  severely  penalised  by  the  fact 
that  he  wore  an  artificial  leg.  The  general 
sympathy  felt  for  him  by  the  staff  in  the  shop 
was  severely  tested  owing  to  the  fact  that  his 
unavoidable  slowness  had  to  bo  always 
balanced  by  extra  efforts  by  the  staff.  To 
this  there  is  a limit,  and  tho  society  suffers 
more  than  it  would  do  if  it  placed  the  man 
on  a pension  scheme  or  found  him  a job  more 
in  keeping  with  his  powers. 

It  is  true  that  some  societies  have  established 
pension  schemes  and  show  no  inclination  to 
scrap  them.  Why  they  do  not  rapidly  grow 
in  numbers  when  the  need  for  them  is  so  urgent 
one  does  not  know  unless  it  is  that  the  “ state 
of  trade  will  not  warrant  any  expenditure.” 
I believe  such  a point  of  view  to  be  a fallacy. 
If  it  isn’t,  then  we  should  find  a strong  desire 


to  bring  existing  schemes  to  an  onri  , 
is  not  thought  of  by  anybody  ’ wl)ieh 
. 1 suggest  that  a businesslike  sensible 
is  ready  an  asset  to  a society,  where  - 1116 
in  business  is  regarded  of  the  first  imSS8* 
’Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  fe1 
and  men  who  have  to  stay  behind  the  ’’ 
a3  ordinary  assistants  until  they  are  , -tfr 
forty  yeara  of  age,  many  of  thoni  72™! 
earning'  the  title  of  acting  branch 
know  the  benefit  such  a scheme  would 
them  now  as  woll  as -when  they  ...  t 0)(i  00  to 
It  may  fie  urged  that  a man  of  forty  ^ 
tolerates  such  a position  is  not  worth  U-  . 
That  may  be  true,  of  course,  in  *(,me  J*1'1 
out  it  cannot  be  true  in  all.  If  |,e  aonl,  , : 
become  manager  of  a mult  iple  shop  «n(|  ,|1° 
the  movement  the  first  question  he  j, 
against  is:  “Where  have  you  gained’ 
experience?  ’ or  “Where  were  you'll! 
employed  ? ” Mention  of  the  word  “7/ 
operative”  is  enough,  in  most  cases  fS 
bnng  the  interview  to  an  abrupt  ’ J 
unsatisfactory  conclusion.  1 

When  a branch  manager  or  other  employed' 
does  leavo  his  society  he  generally  takes 
quite  a different  line  of  work,  partly  became 
of  the  reason  given  above.  In  hue  tom 
recently  I met  an  insurance  agent  whom  i 
formerly  knew  as  a co-operative  grocer.  1 
learned  that  he  was  working  as  an  insurance 
agent,  and,  incidentally,  drew  from  him  the 
admission  that -he  was. earning  50  percent, 
more  in  that  open  air  employment  tlian  ho 
had  done  as  a branch  manager  of  Ion"  standing. 
Strange,  but  triyj. 

One  or  two  societies  have  been  very  cautious 
in  setting  up  pension  schemes,  but  that  is  all 
right  if  only  a start  is  made. 

I remember  one  case  where  the  committee, 
in  addition  to  making  the  new  scheme  one  to 
which  tho  employees  had  to  contribute  a 
substantial  quota  ..from  their  weekly  wages, 
put  in  a clause  making  seventy  years  the 
commencing  age  for  recipients  from ‘the  fund 
Upon  their  attention  being'  drawn  to  the  fact 
that  no  employee  of  tho  society  had  ever 
reached  the  age  of  seventy  they'  reluctantly 
reduced  tho  miuimum  to  sixty-live  years. 
When  asked  why  such  an  old  society  had 
never  brought  forth  a “ three-scorc-and*  . 
tenner,"  the  reply  was  that  they  had  “all 
been  killed  by  kindness.” 

The  statement  Ls  made  openly  that  the 
pressure  of  industrial  competition  is  forcing 
co-operation  more  and  more  to  act  in  business 
just  as  a mere  trading  medium,  and,  con- 
sequently, everything  must  giro  way  to  the 
necessity  for  producing  the  required  results. 

Well,  even  on  such  material  ground,  how 
will  such  arguers  clear  away  the  fact  that  the 
biggest  competitive  houses  have  tho  best 
conditions  for  their  workers  ? 

The  solution  of  the  whole  matter  is,  after 
all,  simple.  Let  it  be  understood  that  the 
money  cost  for  creating  the  right  atmosphere 
amongst  the  workers  is  tho  best  investment 
carried  by  the  undertaking. 

Now,  which  society  has  the  best  super- 
annuation soheme  ? We  shall  be  glad  to 
know. 

Men  in  that  time  a-coming 
Shall  work  and  have  no  fear 
For  the  morrow’s  lack  of  earning 
And  the  hunger  wolf  a-nonr.  . i 
— William  Moms. 


GUILD  FOUNDER 

HONOURED. 

GOLD  WATCH  FOR  MR.  POTTER. 

At  tho  Men’s  Guild  gathering  at 
“ Shornells,”  Woolwich,  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Watkins  (chairman  of  the  Central 
Council)  made  a presentation  of  a gold 
watch,  suitably  inscribed,  to  Mr.  W.  Charles 
Potter,  in  recognition  of  his  eleven  years’ 
service  as  lion,  secretary  to  tho  Guild.  He 
recalled  tlw fact  that  it  was  in  J910  that  Mr. 
Potter,  outside  Plymouth  Society’s  premises, 
suggested  that  the  time  had  come  when  the 
men  co-operators  might  be  organised  in  the 
same  way  that  the  women  lmd  formed  their 
Guild.  Before  the  Plymouth  Congress  broke 
'up  a meeting  was  called  of  people  interested 
in  this  idea.  The  GTiild  was  launched,  and 
had  since  developed,  and  it  was  hoped  ulti- 
mately it  would  be  n help  and  stimulus  »o 
co-operators  throughout  the  laud  in  the, 
application  of  co-operative  principles  to  all 
purposes  of  life. 

High  tributes  to  Mr.  Potter’s  helpful  and 
ungrudging  services  to  the  Guild  were  paid 
by  Messrs.  Russell  (Birkenhead)  and  Gib- 
bings  (Brighton),  who  had  been  associated 
with  him  on  tho  National  Council,  and 
pleasure  was  expressed  that  Mr.  Potter  was 
retaining  his  interest  by  remaining  on  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Mercer  read  a letter  from  Mr,  C.  E. 
Wood,  joint  lion,  secretary  of  tho  Guild,  who 
expressed  his  regret  at  being  unable  to 
attend,  and  ho  testified  to  the  good  work  Mr. 
Potter  had  done. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Speight  (secretary  of  the  Cat- 
ford  branch)- acknowledged  the  effective  ser- 
vice which  Mr.  Potter  had  rendered  to  the 
London  district. 

Mr  Potter,  who  was  very  cordially 
received,  in  a happy  speech  returned  thunks 
for  tlie  gift.  Although  ho  luid  resigned  tho 
lion,  secretaryship,  lie  should  continue  his 
associations  with  the  Guild,  for  he  considered 
that  there  was  a tremendous  lot  of  work  yet 
to  bo  done.  (Applause.) 


RELIEF  COUPONS. 

CONFERENCES  ON  THE  PAT. A 

At  a meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee  last  week,  it  was  announced  that 

deputation  would  wait  on  the  Dental  lioa 
on  November  14th.  The  S.  C.W.S.  are  con- 
vening a conference  of  societies  in  lts 
on  milk.  The  Parliamentary  Commit“g 
have  agreed  to  the  secretary  attending  t 


conference. 


had 


It  was  reported  that  the  secretary 
had  a conference  at  Glasgow  on  October ' 
with  the  Scottish  Section  of  the  Co-opera 
Union  on  the  Sale  of  Bread  Bill.  nn®  ^ 
agreement  was  arrived  at  in  favour  oi 
inclusion  of  pan,  French,  and  crusty  * 
in  the  bread  to  be  sold  by  net  weif, 
multiples  of  one  pound.  , , iu 

A precis  of  the  evidence  submitted  t 
Departmental  Committee  on  the  *'*u  A 
striction  Act  was  considered  anu  apP  . ^ 
A letter  was  received  from  the  \ 
Board  to  the  effect  that  they  were 
to  arrange  sectional  conferences  in: reg- 
the  P.A.T.A.  The  Parliamentary  Coning 
appointed  a sub-commit  tec  to  PrcP  ^ 

statement  for  .consideration  a* 

conferences.  . - ffjib 

It  was  decided  to  circularise  societ  ^ 
reference  to  the  present  position  m , 
tion  with  the  Bonrd  of  Guardians 
coupons.  , , i tr0rk- 

Other  matters  dealt  with  include  t|l9 
men’s  Compensation  Amending  jJstxial 
embargo  on  Canadian  cattle,  the  0f 

Insurance  Bill,  the  closing 

butchers’  shops,  Board  of  Educati 
tions,  ifcc. 


The  C.W.S.,  through  its  fish. 
poultry  department  at  Manclies lie  • (j|p  port 
a cargo  of  herrings  from  Lenyics  . 0|e5*la 
of  Revel  for  rho  Esthonmu 
Society. 


Octodfb  28,  1222. 
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OBJECTS  OF  THE  MEN’S 


RUSKIN’S  DICTUM. 


JUNIOR  GUILDS’  RALLY. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES. 


GUILD. 


MR.  T.  W.  MERCER  AT  A 

LONDON  CONFERENCE. 


[By  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

Fon  the  first  time  in  its  existence  tiro 
I Notional  Co-operative  Men’s  Guild  Council 
l j,eid  the  quarterly  meeting  at  “ Shornells,” 
I'  the  Royal  Aiscnal  Society's  salubrious  edu- 
I catioiiai  centre  near  Bostall  Heath.  In  con- 
| nection  with  this  gathering  a conference  was 
I jjgid  on  Saturday  afternoon,  presided  over  by 
I Jfr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (chairman  of  the  Central 
1’  Council). 

The  Guild's  Activities. 

i jlr.  T.  W.  Mercer,  joint  lion,  secretary, 

I gnYO  a vigorous  address  on  "‘Tile  National 
[ Men's  Guild:  Its  Work  mid (Devcl<  pmeut." 

I He  described  life  Guild  as  an  association  of 
I men  co-operators  united  to  spread  the 
[ principles  of  co-operation;  it  linked  men 
I together  as  members  of  a social  body.  The 
» chief  objects  were  to  make  known  the  prin- 
1 cip|cs  cf  co-operation  and  to  assist  towards 
F tlieir  application  in  the  affairs  of  men.  It 

■ must  be  a propagandist  body,  building  up 
I through  the  press  and  platform,  and  also  a 
I teaching  body.  The  Guild's  t-econJ  task  wan 
f to  strengthen  the  movement.  A branch  was 
f not  d<  mg  its  duty  which  was  not  everlast- 
| ingly  trying  to  increase  membership  of  the 
[ • local  society;  and  also  the  trade  and  capital. 

I The  Guild  had  also  to  Be  a stimulating  body. 

He  urged  that  every'  guild  should  yvt  into 
\ close  touch  with  the'  municipal  authorities, 

[ and  should  take  an  interest  in  the  methods 
I of  local  government. 

The  Educational  Side. 

He  also  advocated  increased,  attention 
I being  paid  to  the  educational  side,  ilie 
f branches  should  enter  into  the  closest 
I alliance  with  tlie  W.E.A.,  the  Central  Labour 
i - College,  and  any  body  of  nun  trying . to 
■’  knock  knowledge  into  tlie  heads  of  the 
I people.  They  should  also  link  up  with  the 
F focal  municipal  educational  authority.  As 
r1  regards  the  meetings,  Mr.  Mercer  suggested 
that  a series  of  addresses  should  be  given  on 
| ’one  subject,  so  that  there  .should  he  eon- 
I timiity  in  the  teaching. 

Dealing  with  the  soeial  side,  he  advised 
[ the  arranging  of  visits  to  places  of  interest 
I in  the  town  and  district  If  the  meetings 
[ vere  made  attractive,  he  assorted,  the  guilds 
L would  grow.  More  members  were' wanted, 
r Tlie  total  membership  in  England  was  about 
r • 6,000 . In  Scotland  there  were  about  1.000 
C Gnild-nien.  In  England,  whilst  duri;  g the 
past  two  years  we  had  been  marking  time,  in 
Scotland  they  had  made  3,000  more  mem* 
r hers.  Tlie  Guild  should  b?  at  least  10.000 
L strong  b fore  Christmas.  There  should  be 
» on?  Guild  for  each  store.  He  favoured  ‘lie 
I formation  of  local  joint  councils. 

Mr  Mercer  uttered  a word  of  protest 
I against  the  Guild  being  described  as  “ an 
r auxiliary  body."  The  Guild  was  as  much  a 
| port  and  parcel  of  the  movement  ns  the 
I CAWS.  He  looked  forward  to  the  formation 
[■■  of  a bigger  Go-operative  Union,  taking  in  not 
I only  the  registered  societies,  the  Wholesales, 

| the  productive,  and  agricultural  societies, 
( and  the  building  guilds,  besides  all  sorts  of 
K educational  and  propagandist  bodies. 

! In  the  discussion  various  phases  rf  the  »d- 
i dress  were  dealt  with  by  Messrs.  ButleT 
I (Pecklinm).  White.  Cripps.  and  ITiompsoU 
(Plumstoad),  .Speight  (Catford),  Ghalklev 
I (Wimbledon),  Wright  (Reading).  S.  Rees 
I (Co-operative  Party),  Popple  (Ealing),  and 
| Ames  (Ilford). 

I e delegates’  appreciation  of  Mr. 
V Mereer’s  telling  address  was  voiced  by  the 
I chairman. 

Activity  in  the  London  Area. 

I After  ten  there  was  a meeting  of  tlie 
K London  District  Council,  Mr.  G.  H.  Speight 
| (secretary  cf  the  Catford  branch)  was  unnni- 
I piously  elected  president  in  place  of  Mr.  C. 

■ Rood,  who  lias  moved  out  of  tlie  district. 

| *t  was  decided  to  hold  a rally  in  London 
I ?ar].v  in  December.  Mr.  Mercer  is  to  be 
| invited  to  address  the  meeting.  Mr. 

I Leighton,  the  lion,  secretary,  submitted  the 
I jjnoneial  statement,  showing  a balance  m 

nand  of  £7  4s.  7d.  Reports  were  rece'ved 
n .m  *’ran('1G8  of  the  work  done  during  the 
quarter.  Several  of  the  societies  com plained 
°i  a lack  of  sympathy  on  the  pa  rt  of  mailnge- 
I committees.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the 

I January  meeting  at  the  headquarters  of  l ho 
I » tetrameter  Guild. 


MR.  ALEXANDER  AT  A 

LUNCHEON  HOUR  SERVICE. 

Mr.  A.  V.  At,  kxander  appeared  in  a new 
role  oil  Monday,  when  lie  gave  an  address 
t»  business  men  nt  the  luncheon  hour  ser- 
vice at  Christ  Church,  Westminster — a 
church  famous  for  having  formerly  the  late 
Mr.  Gladstone  amongst  its  congregation  and 
(lie  Rev.  R.  J.  Cumpboll  until  recently  as  its 
preacher.  Basing  his  remarks  on  Buskin's 
dictum Competition  is  death:  coopera- 
tion is  life,”  Mr.  Alexander  said  it  was  an 
old  axiom  of  British  commerce  that  '‘com- 
petition is  Hip  life  of  trade.”  Ho  wanted 
to  suggest  seriously,  on  the  otlv.-r  hand,  vhufc 
the  results  of  competition  showed  it  clearly 
to  be  a curse  of  humanity.  It  was  based 
upon  the  doctrine  of  the  survival  of  the 
fittest  and  the  weakest  to  the  wall; 
of  every  man  for  himself  and  the 
devil  take  the  liindiermist.  Tlie  present 
period  of  depression  was  showing  us  clearly 
that  there  was  need  for  all  men  and  women 
of  goodwill  to  snare  no  effort,  to  substitute 
for  the  competitive  system,  which  had  such 
dire  results,  the  system  of  co-operation, 
based  upon  our  movement’s  motto : ‘ Each 
for  all,  and  all  for  each.” 

Mr.  Alexander  dealt  with  tlie  aims  of  (lie 
movement  at  home  and  abroad,  contending 
that  it  had  an  ethical  basis  and  moral  goal 
which  could  command  support  from  all  true 
Christinifl.  It  was  based  upon  voluntary 
assi  riation  by  tlie  free  volition  of  tlie 
individual,  and  he  agreed  with  tlie  late 
Thomas  Hughes  that  if  this  co-operative 
spirit  with  the  facilities  of  action  now  open 
to  it  could  succeed  in  forming  a reformed 
Social  State*,  the  existing  State  would  be 
absolutely  powerless  to  create  a co-operative 
spirit.  I, ike  all  other  movements  many 
faults  could  be  discovered  in  modern  co- 
operation but  lie  felt  that  it  contained  the 
germ  of  tlr.it  which  was  highest  in  man,  and 
Tie  appealed  wftli  confidence  to  ilio.se  .who 
were  seeking  to  bring  about  a better  state 
of  tilings. 


A MORE  NORMAL  STATE. 


HOW  PLYMOUTH  SOCIETY 

STANDS. 

The  president  of  the  Plymouth  Society 
(Mr.  J.  Hayne  Pillar),  nt  tlie  half-yearly 
meetings,  was  able  to  point  to  several 
encouraging  facts.  Although  sales  were 
only  shown  nt  £900,000  (about  £192,000 
less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  last 
year)  the  actual  sales,  after  allowing  for 
falling  prices,  showed  an  increase  of 
£46,000.  The  distributive  expenses  were 
reduced,  said  the  president,  by  £21,000, 
contributions  to  share  capital  increased  by 
£17.000,  and  withdrawals  decreased  by 
£133,000  — unmistakable  evidoute,  lie 
claimed,  of  progress  in  the  right  direction, 
and  results  which  would  bear  favourable 
comparison  with  those  of  other  large  co- 
operative societies.  With  the  exception  of 
a few  departments,  said  Mr.  Pillar,  they 
were  showing  a distinct  return  to  a more 
normal  state  of  affaire. 

Tlie  presidential  review  had  to  face,  as 
usual,  a very  searchi-g  analysis  by  keen 
and  zealous  critics,  particularly  with  refer- 
ence to  the  departments  whose  results  have 
not  been  satisfactory.  The  great  need,  of 
course,  is  for  a higher  average  purchase 
price  per  member ; it  now  stands  at 
10s.  91d.  The  dividend  remains  at  8d. 

A special  trading  campaign  is  to  bo 
launched  next  month.  During  a fortnight’s 
efforts  every  attempt  will  bo  made  to 
impress  upon  members  and  the  public  the 
quality  of  the  Plymouth  Society’s  goods 
and  services.  An  interesting  feature  of 
the  campaign  will  bo  a procession  of  the 
exceptionally  smart  rolling  stock  of  the 
society. 


FESTIVE  FINCHLEY. 

The  Finchley  Propaganda  and  Political 
Council  held  a social  and  dance  in  St. 
Alban’s  Hall,  Dale  Grove,  N.  Finchley,  on 
Friday,  October  13th,  to  inaugurate  what 
the  officers  hope  will  be  a winter  session 
of  useful  educational  work.  A pleasing 
programme  was  carried  out  by  Miss  Bagley, 
Messrs.  Acrell  and  Olney.  Miss  Ellis  was 
an  efficient  accompanist.  Dances  were  en- 
joyed between  the  songs  by  the  company, 
who  numbered  about  100,  including  many 
Labour  friends.  Miss  Redhouse  played  an 
excellent  selection  of  dance  music,  and  her 
services  were  highly  appreciated. - 


GOLDEN  WEDDING. 


EAST  AND  WEST. 


M.r-  an'd  Mrs.  Edward  Morgan  have  just 
•curated  their  golden  wedding,  having 
m*!}  ™a.rned  at  the  “ Forest  Church  ” 
18"9  ^‘"‘tyl.  Drybrook,  on  October  14th, 
8 ' , aIr-  Morgan  is  a prominent  and  re- 
lifTr  . ■®ure  *n  the  social  and  industrial 
t"ls  Part  of  the  Forest  of  Dean.  For 
Cjn  y pars  he  has  been  a member  of  the 
and  Society’s  management  committee 
. ' a delegate  to  various  conferences  in  the 
old  I*?rat,Ve  movement.  He  is  also  the 
, Member  and  deacon  of  the  Congregn- 
Church,  Littledean,  the  oldest  om- 
Luiu0  of  -'kssrs.  Henry  Crawshay  and  Co., 
Work  i?r  a,,d  other  collieries,  having 
and  o for  .t*‘oin  f°r  over  sixty-eight  years. 
Brotl,  |ronJjnent  ,,,eiP*>er  °f  the  Cinderford 


Mr.  R.  Hiiuierd  (Southern  Sectional  sec- 
retary) is  gaining  experience  in  varied  ways. 
Recently  ho  lectured  before  a gathering  of 
lady  students  from  aii  American  university, 
and  last  week  lie  lectured  the  students  at 
the  Indian  hostel  in  London,  the  subject  in 
both  cases  being  the  co-operative  movement. 
Ho  found  the  American  lady  students  much 
more  .sternly  practical  of  the  two.  Whilst 
influenced  by  ideals,  they  were  quite  ready 
to  face  practical  difficulties.  This  did  not 
obtain  so  much  with  the  Indian  students. 
.One  or  two  of  them  displayed  the  mysticism 
which  is  said,  to  be  somewhat  common 
amongst  them,  there  being  a tendency  to 
belittle  material  things  out  of  proportion. 
Altogether,  Mr.  Hibberd  had  two  interesting 
experiences  which  will  he  of  benefit  to  him 
as  well  as  to  the  students. 


CONFERENCE  AND  SOCIAL  AT 
ENFIELD. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  educational  com- 
mittee of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society,  a very 
successfid  conference  waa  held  in  the  Co-opera- 
tive Hall  on  the  21st  inst.  Representatives 
were  present  from  the  following  Men’s  Guilds, 
viz.  : Enfield  Central,  Waltham  Cross,  and 
Waltham  Abbey.  Mr.  Osborne  Threadgold 
presided,  supported  by  members  of  the  educa- 
tional committee. 

Reports  from  tho  various  guilds,  showing  an 
increase  of  membership  and  outlining  the  work 
that  had  been  done  during  the  previous  six 
months,  were  received,  and  deemed  very  satis- 
factory. In  the  matter  of  the  winter’s  work 
lectures  are  being  arranged,  and  the  possibility 
of  starting  classes  in  co-operation  discussed. 
The  latter  matter  is  being  considered  by  each 
guild,  and  their  decisions  sent  to  the  educa- 
tional committee. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  conference  the 
delegates  were  entertained  to  tea  by  the 
educational  committee,  and  in  the  evening  a 
social  and  dance  took  place.  The  Co-operative 
Hall  presented  an  animated  appearance,  as 
over  250  young  people  attended,  besides  a 
good  number  of  adults.  During  the  evening, 
in  addition  to  dancing,  a splendid  concert 
programme  was  provided,  Contributed  by 
various  members  of  the  guilds,  who  all  acquitted 
themselves  admirably.  The  junior  orchestra, 
under  Mr.  Benstcd,  played  three  selections  in 
good  style.  At  an  interval  in  the  proceedings 
Mr.  O.  Threadgold  (chairman  of  the  educa- 
tional committee)  and  Mr.  D.  Mason  (secretary) 
gave  short  addresses  to  those  present,  and 
emphasised  the  necessity  of  loyalty  to  the 
co-operative  principle  and  the  need  for 
education.  > 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  D.  Mason,  a vote  of  thanks 
and  appreciation  was  accorded  to  Mr.  J.  H. 
Barney  (Enfield)  for  the  able  services  he  had 
rendered  to  the  cause  of  the  junior  guilds. 
For  many  years  Mi-.  Barney  has  done  splendid 
work  in  organising  the  young  people,  and  much 
regret  was  expressed  that  he  was  now  leaving 
the  district  to  take  up  an  appointment  in  tho 
midlands. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

Norwich. — Mr.  J.  W.  Horn  presided  over 
a very  large  attendance  at  the  quarterly 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Queen's- 
Head  School  Hall,  on  October  I6th.  Tlie 
report  stated  that  the  sales  for  the 
quarter  amounted  to  £118,190,  a decrease 
as  against  the  corresponding  period  of 
£11.732.  Tlie  membership  at  the  close  of 
the  quarter,  September  5th,  was  12,969,  the 
membership  to  date  being  13,041.  T he  com- 
mittee recommended  an  interim  dividend  of 
Is.  in  the  pound  on  members’. -purchases. 
It  was  also  mentioned  in  the  report  that  a 
new  departure  was  being  made  'by  the 
establishment  of  a central  confectionery  and 
cooked  meats  department  at  48,  * St. 
Stephen’s-street,  and  that  a coal  and  oil  de- 
partment has  been Tece fitly  started  at  East 
Dereham.  To  stimulate  trade  and 
encourage  members  at  North  Walshnm,  a 
most  successful  sale  and  exhibition  has  been 
held.  For  the  provision  of  festive  needs 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  establishment 
of  toy  and  chocolate  clubs.  Tn  accordance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  members,  passed 
at  the  last  quarterly  meeting,  a special  com- 
mittee has  been  formed  to  prepare  a super- 
annuation scheme  for  the  employees. 

Banbury. — The  October  quarterly  meeting 
was  bold  in  tlie  Assembly  Room,  on  October 
19th.  Mr.  W.  G.  Maseord  (president)  wus 
in  the  chair.  Tlie  report  was  adopted.  It 
Showed  sales  for  the  quarter  ended  Septem- 
ber 6th  of  £60,123,  a decrease  in  comparison 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year  of 
£15,782.  Tne  total  sales  and  supplies  trans- 
ferred amounted  to  £67,887,  a de^r^nso  com- 
pared with  tho  corresponding  period  of 
£27,339.  The  distributive  sales  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  had  decreased 
some  22  per  cent.  The  bread  supplies  for 
tlie  period  amounted  to  198,603  41b.  leaves, 
and  the  confectionery  to  £884.  The  flour 
mill  has  run  617  hours  and  lias  produosd 
2,793  sacks  of  flour.  It  was  decided  that  an 
annual  subscription  of  10s.  be  given  to  the 
Middleton  Cheney  Nursing  Association,  and 
that  the  rates  of  interest  be  lowered  to  4ft 
per  cent,  for  shares  and  3J  per  cent,  for 
loans  and  small  savings.  It  was  also-decided 
to  discontinue  the  Banbury  Co-operative 
Party.  


At  last  a Men’s  Guild  has  been  formed  at 
Winchester,  and  if  its  future  elforts  are 
accorded  the  same  results  ns  the  two  meet- 
ings already  held  it«  success  is  assured.  On 
Thursday,  Mr.  Durrant  opened  the  discus- 
sion on  "How  to  Reach  the  Poor,”  and  on 
November  16th,  Mr.  G undry  will  speak  on 
" Co-operation,  Internationalism  x League  of 
Nations.”  The  guild  is  taking  its  work  of 
propagating  co-operative  ideals  in  Win- 
chester very  seriously. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondent.] 

We  regret  that  owing  to  failing  health  Mr. 
Leaman,  J.P.,  a member  of  the  Teignmouth 
committee,  has  hod  to  relinquish  his  position. 
During  his  term  of  office  Mr.  Leaman  has 
proved  to  be  a very  active  member.  A keen 
co-operator,  he  was  always  advocating  its 
principles,  in  their  application  to  the  larger 
aspects  of  the  affairs  of  tho  community,  hence 
ho  has  for  some  time  sat  as  a Labour  member 
on  the  council  at  Dawlish,  and  has  also  very 
creditably  filled  the  chair  of  tlie  council.  We 
trust  that  Mr.  Leaman  may  have  a speedy 
recovery  from  liis  illness,  and  that  again  his 
sound  and  sensible  advice  and  inspiring  per- 
sonality will  be  at  the  service  of  the 
Teignmouth  (Society. 

In  the  village  of  Cornwood  (Devon),  in  1902, 
a few  progressive  stalwarts  commenced  a co- 
operative store.  In  this  they  were  assisted  by 
the  help  and  advice  of  the'  Devon  District 
Conference  Association.  During  its  twenty- 
one  years  the  society  has  had  a varied  expe- 
rience, but  always  the  flag  has  been  kept  flying, 
and  to-day,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  L. 
S.  Youlden,  and  assistance  from  the  premier 
organisations,  Cornwood  stands  in  a very 
satisfactory  position.  Buildings,  fixtures,  and 
motor  which  cost  over  £2,000  stand  at  £472. 
There  are  also  reserve  funds  of  over  £260.  A 
surplus  of  Is.  3J,  in  the  pound  is  being  main- 
tained, and  an  aggressive  policy  of  co-operative 
enlightenment  is  being  entered  upon  in  the 
district.  Cornwood  is  one  of  the  outpost 
societies,  and  in  tho  future  associations  between 
the  producer  and  consumer  of  agricultural 
produce  the  solidity  and  experi  nee  of  these 
outpo3t  societies  will  have  an  important 
bearing.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

A most  interesting  table  of  comparison  of 
sales  in  money  value  and  Weight  for  1921  and 
1922  has  been  tabulated  in  tho  Teignmouth 
monthly  letter  by  the  managing-secretary  (Mr. 
C.  N.  Haigh).  The  increase  in  the  weight  of 
sugar  sold  is  7,840  lbs.,  with  a decreased  cash 
value  of  £17  14s.  8d.  The  increase  in  the 
weight  of  soap  is  3,024  lbs.,  with  decreased 
cash  values  of  £46  13s.  4d.  The  same  principle 
operates  in  regard  to  jam,  bjscuits,  lard,  mar- 
garine, tea,  &c.,  the  total  increases  amounting 
to  over  13,292  lbs.  in  weight  of  grocery  goods 
sold,  hut  with  a decreased  cash  value  of  nearly 
£500.  Thus,  with  a bigger  turnover,  the  cash 
received  has  been  reduced,  thereby  increasing 
the  expenses  per  pound  of  trade  done.  This, 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  the  goods  in  the 
allied  departments  which  are  not  turned  into 
cash  so  readily  a#  grocery  lines,  and  which  have 
had  a bigger  fall  in  cash  values,  has  been 
responsible  for  the  reduction  of  profits.  How- 
ever, with  tho  advent  of  the  trade  campaign, 
and  with  the  hearty  determination  of  all  co- 
operators  to  “ boost  ” the  cause,  the  future 
outlook  is  bright.  . * * 

A resolution  at  the  Teignmouth  Society’s 
quarterly  meeting  asking  the  members  to 
approach  Torquay  Society  with  a view  to 
consider  amalgamation  did  not  meet  with 
much  support,  the  feeling  being  that,  a more 
practical  proposition  would  be  to  first  secure 
amalgamation  with  the  Newton  Abbot  Society, 
which  is  the  natural  distributing  centre  of  tho 
area.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Now  that  the  political  atmosphere  is  tense, 
and  the  proximity  of  elections,  both  municipal 
and  national,  very  close,  it  is  the  bounden  duty 
of  every  co-operator  of  both  sexes  to  ascertain 
the  attitude  of  the  various  candidates  to  the 
movement,  and  to  vote  accordingly.  Where 
Co-operativo  candidates  are  before  the  elec- 
torate tho  whole  weight  of  co-operative  and 
progressive  activity  should  be  used  to  secure 
their  election. 


TUNBRIDGE  WELLS  SCORES. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Tunbridge 
Wells  recently  arranged  a slipping  week. 
Tho  local  society  were  approached  for  a sub- 
scription, and  the  committee  forwarded  a 
guinea.  Subsequently,  on  the  instructions 
of  the  Chamber  Committee  the  secretary 
returned  the  guinea.  The  co-operative 
society  determined  to  checkmate  this  petty 
piece  of  boycotting  bv  making  a display  on 
their  own  account.  The  C.W.S.  advertising 
lorry  from  Acton  was  obtained  and  this  made 
a tour  of  tlie  streets.  Large  quantities  of 
literature  wore  distributed  en  route.  I he 
local  society  obtained  a splendid  ndveitire- 
ment  from  the  Chamber’s  shabby  treatment. 
Next  month  the  society  will  hold  their  own 
shopping  week.  In  addition  a full  weeks 
programme  is  being  arranged  including  a 
fancy-dress  dance,  whist  drive,  lantern  lec- 
ture' and  a meeting  which  will  be  addressed 
by  Mr.  IL  Hibberd  (Southern  Sectional 
secretary).  Well  done,  Tunbridge  Wells! 
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THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEW'S. 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  ba 
addressed  to  the  Editor  o?  the  " Women's  Pages,” 
"Co-operative  News”  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


YOUR  RESPONSIBILITY  THIS 

NOVEMBER. 


.VOTE  AGAINST  ALL' FORCES  OF  REACTION. 


Women  as  candidates  and  as  voters  have  a distinct  and  necessary  part  to 
play  in  the  November  eleotions,  and  if  they  withhold  their  contribution  the 
community  as  a whole  will  suffer. 


SHOPPING  IN  SHAWLS 

AND 

SHOPPING  IN  HATS 

AND  COSTUMES. 

v Two  lines  of  ideas  are  surging  up  in  the 
co-operative  movement  just  now,  and 
both  seem  to  be  converging  upon  a 
change  in  the  general  conception  of 
what  a co-operative  store  should  be  like. 

The  first  line  emanates  from  the 
members,  the  consumers  — mainly 
women  housewives  and  marketers  for 
domestic  needs. 

These  are  beginning  to  demand  stores 
that  are  bright  and  attractive,  clean,  and 
well-stocked  with  an  immense  variety  of 
goods  at  prices  which  are  always  right, 
and  served  by  assistants  who  are  in- 
variably civil,  intelligent,  and  smart. 
Gone  are  the  days  when  one  ran  to  the 
store  with  a shawl  over  one’s  head,  and 
when  one  was  content  to  wait  in  a crowd 
by  the  counter,  muddled  up  with  goods 
handled  in  rough-and-ready  style  by 
chaffing  folk  behind  the  counter,  who 
knew  all  our  family  history  and  our 
family  idiosyncracies  by  heart. 

The  dividend  at  the  end  of  the  quarter 
was  then  such  a substantial  benefit  that 
the  homely  processes  by  which  it  was 
arrived  at  did  not  trouble  us. 

Now  things  are  changed.  Nobody 
wears  a shawl  now.  We  all  wear  hats 
and  costumes — or,  at  any  rate,  jumpers 
— and  lots  of  us  wear  gloves  to  go  shop- 
ping in.  This  is  not  merely  a change  in 
co-operative  habit,  it  is  a change  in 
feminine  habit,  and  shops  have  changed 
to  meet  the  situation. 

Company  shops,  multiple  shops,  smart 
business  firms  .seem  to  have  run  ahead  of 
the  co-operative  movement  in  meeting 
the  changes  of  the  times. 

The  other  line  of  ideas  comes  from  the 
administrative  side  of  the  counter.  Com- 
mittees, managers,  officials,  and  leaders 
of  co-operative  propagandist  organisa- 
tions have  awakened  rather  suddenly, 
and  with  rather  a start,  to  the  fact  that 
times  have  changed,  and  that  not  only 
do  the  old-time  artisan  membership 
demand  an  improved  standard  of  ser- 
vice, but  that  co-operation,  as  an 
improved  method  of  trading,  is  attract- 
ing large  numbers  of  members  from 
other  grades  of  workers  who  never  have 
shopped  without  gloves. 

The  official  intelligence  is  waking  up 
to  the  need  for  practical  plans  of  meeting 
the  situation.  Conferences  are  going  on 
throughout  the  movement  at  which 
managers  tell  each  other  that  shops  must 
be  made  smarter,  stocks  must  be  turned 
over  more  quickly,  and  that  the  C.W.S. 
should  “ double  their  efforts  to  meet  all 
the  needs  of  societies  ” ; that  prices 
must  he  kept  down  to  the  lowest  possible 
margin,  and  that  the  staff  must  be 
taught  their  business  and  be  made 
thoroughly  efficient. 

Evidently  the  members  and  officials 
think  alike,  and  the  sooner  the  two  lines 
of  ideas  are  worked  out  to  fit  each  other 
the  better  will  be  the  prospects  for  the 
present  and  future  of  co-operation. 

But  we  would  dearly  like  to  feel  that 
all  those  smart  ideas  can  be  worked  out 
without  hindrance  to  the  co-operative 
principles  at  the  root  of  our  association  ; 
that  the  efficient  service  will  not  shut 
out  the  sense  of  comradeship  which 
should  exist  between  the  member  on  the 
buying  side  and  the  member  on  the 
selling  side  of  the  counter.  We  would 
like  to  feel  that  even  with  our  gloves 
on  we  are  handling  something  more  than 
the  bare  necessities  of  life  at  the  lowest 
possible  prices. 

The  whole  structure  of  co-operation 
will  crumble  away  if  we  allow  the  new 
trade  campaign  to  lead  us  only  to  the 
consideration  of  efficiency  as  a trade- 
producing  machine.  We  want  more 
trade  to  carry  us  on,  but  we  want  also 
more  of  the  social  values  of  co-operation 
also.  The  success  of  co-operation  must, 
in  its  greater  sense,  result  in  a general 
uplift  of  the  social  life  of  the  people,  and 
in  replacing  the  old  evil  system  of 
“ profit  on  price  ” with  the  new  moral 
system  of  co-operation  of  which  the 
pioneers  dreamed. 


The  responsibility  of  the  woman  voter  is 
very  great  thid  November.  Upon  her  lies 
the  task  of  seeing  that  the  woman’s  con- 
tribution to  municipal  politics  is  fully 
given.  That  contribution  lies  in  empha- 
sising the  value  of  life  and  health  to  the 
community  ns  against  the  value  of  property. 

The  working-class  woman,  particularly 
if  she  has  enjoyed  the 
education  and  training 
that  our  Women’s  Guild 
gives  her,  will,  in  the 
defence  of  her  home 
and  children,  face  the 
difficult  situation  ns  it 
exists  in  1922,  consider 
the  facts,  and  then  rely 
upon  her  own  judgment 
on  election  day. 

The  cry,  " Reduce 
the  rates,”  is  such  a 
bogey  to  some  minds 
that  any  suggestion  to 
spend  public  money  on 
enterprisers  to  save,  de- 
velop, or  enrich  life 
appears  inopportune, 
and  even  criminal. 

Those  who  cry  “ Save 
the  rates  ” will  not  em- 
phasise the  deplorable 
effects  of  overcrowding 
or  the  spread  of  im- 
morality and  sexual 
disease.  The  candidates 
who  are  running  in  the 
interests  of  economy 
will  ignore  the  sinoke- 
pall  that  hangs  over 
our  cities,  and  the  bur- 
den of  dirt  removal  it 
brings  to  the  housewife. 

Nor  will  they  deal  with 
the  inadequate  provision  for  higher  educa- 
tion, or  the  needs  of  maternity  and  duld 
welfare.^  These  things  require  the  wise 
expenditure  of  public  money,  and  no  cry 
of  ” Save  the  rates  ” should  make  women 
indifferent  to  their  necessity. 

At  the  forthcoming  eleotions  on  Novem- 
ber 1st  and  November  7th  (in  Scotland)  it 
would  he  very  useful  if  women  would  urge 
throughout  the  country  the  need  for 

1.  The  provision  of  convenient  houses 
at  a reasonable  rental. 

2.  Improved  educational  facilities  for 
higher  education  for  the  workers'  children, 


NATIONAL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE. 


The  presence  of  the  national  president 
at  any  ordinary  guild  meeting  is  an 
honour;  and  when  to  that  presence  is 
added  a burning  message  the  occasion 
becomes  historic.  Many  guildswomen  will 
have  had  this  privilege,  and  amongst  them 
are  the  members  of  the  Worcester  branch, 
where  Mrs.  Prosser  spoke  for  an  hour  from 
a full  understanding  heart  of  the  world’s 
difficulties  and  a grasp  of  co-operative 
remedies. 

” Go  forward  ’’  for  the  building  up  of  a 
better  world  and  for  the  using  of  every 
energy  for  co-operative  trade  and  co- 
operative ideate  was  the  purport  of  her 
message.  She  pointed  out  that  all  the  ills 
from  which  the  people  suffered  to-day  were 
the  outcome  of  capitalism  and  capitalised 
industry,  and  that  in  co-operation  lay  the 
hope  erf  the  world's  redemption.  Loyalty 
to  our  stores  and  C.W.S.  productions  was 
urged,  the  speaker  fully  uml^fstanding 
the  lure  of  the  multiple  shop  to  the  woman 
with  only  the  unemployment  dole  to  spend. 
Management  committees  had  a sacred  duty 
to  such  in  these  times.  If  possible,  butter 
and  other  commodities  should  be  lowered 
in  price  so  as  to  compete  with  multiple 
shops.  This  might  mean  a temporary 
lowering  of  dividend,  but  brighter  times 
would  soon  stabilise  things.  After  nil  if 
co-operative  ideals  stood  lor  anything  they 
must  be  prepared  to  sacrifice  a little  for 
their  suffering  fellows. 

Mrs.  Prosser  earnestly  pleaded  for  more 
intense  loyalty  on  the  part  of  every  single 
member,  emphasising  the  value  of  even 
the  most  silent  guihlswomau.  The  peace 
of  the  world,  she  said,  can  never  be  gained 
by  lip  service.  The  active  co-operation  of 
every  stores  member  is  needed. 

Our  new  Guild  president  has  started  well. 
During  the  past  few  weeks  she  lias  addressed 
meetings  not  only  at  Worcester,  but  at  New- 
port, Llanelly,  Chariton  Kings,  and  Tewkes- 
bury, and  last  month  journeyed  North  to 
spend  a week  amongst  the  .Middlesbrough 
Guilds. 


Mrs.  Birchenough  (District  Committee) 
recently  gave  an  address  on  the  “ Mrs. 
Jones  Guild  Convalescent  Fund  ” to  t he 
Middletqn  Junction  Guild  (Lancashire). 


with  smaller  classes  in  the  elementary 
schools  taught  by  competent,  well-paid 
teachers. 

3.  Increased  provision  for  maternity  and 
infant  welfare. 

4.  Abatement  of  the  smoke  nuisance  by 
the  provision  of  cheap  gas  and  electricity. 

No  candidate  for  municipal  honours,  who 
is  not  convinced  of 
the  immediate  necessity 
of  these  thiugs,  nnd 
who  cannot  show  a 
clear,  definite  policy  as 
to  how  they  can  be 
achieved,  should  obtain 
a vote  from  a co-opera- 
tive woman. 

If  we  permit  our 
minds  to  be  confused 
by  the  economy  stunt 
we  have  failed  in  the 
defence  of  the  homes 
and  children  of  our 
friends  and  neighbours. 
But  co-operative  women 
have  learned  in  their 
guilds  and  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  stores 
that  wise  expenditure 
is  the  truest  economy, 
and  will  surely  not  be 
led  astray  by  the  eco- 
nomy stunt. 

There  is  another 
aspect  of  city  life  which 
is  apt  to  be  lost  sight 
of  at  election  times, 
and  that  is  the  in- 
terests of  the  women 
ratepayers. 

There  is  a large 
number  of  women  rate- 
payers, though  thte 
is  often  forgotten  in  the  organisation  of  city 
life,  and  it  will  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
city  generally  if  women  voters  at  election 
meetings  will  raise  such  questions  a« : — 

1.  The  advisability  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  training  and  employing  a 
number  of  hardy  women  ns  liome-helps  to 
go  into  working-class  homes  at  times  of 
confinement  and  sickness,  and  undertake 
the  housework  nnd  cooking  while  the  mis- 
tress is  laid  aside. 

2.  The  reasons  for  the  dismissal  of 
married  women  teachers,  whose  influence 
is  often  so  useful  in  school  life. 


INTERNATIONALIST  TRADE  AND 
CAPITALIST  RULE. 

Two_  successful  schools  have  been  held  in 
the  North-East  Lancashire  district,  at 
Colne,  when  Mrs.  Harsent  (Sectional  Council 
member)  spoke  on  u International  Co-opera- 
tivo  Trade."  International  Co-operation, 
she  said,  was  a hie  problem,  and  showed 
how  we  are  dependent  on  other  countries 
for  raw  materials  and  foodstuffs.  Inter- 
national trade  would  not  only  benefit  the 
co-operative  movement,  but  would  do  away 
with  unemployment. 

The  second  school  was  held  at  Padihnm, 
on  the  14th  inst.,  when  Mrs.  Bevan  (Sec- 
tional Council  member)  spoke  on  ‘‘The 
Capitalist  Rule  and  its  Consequences.”  She 
referred  to  present-day  conditions,  the  un- 
employment problem,  the  housing  schemes, 
nnd  the  false  economy  of  the  Education 
Bill,  and  urged  guildswonien.  to  be  prepared 
for  the  November  elections  and  the  coming 
General  Election,  to  form  themselves  into 
ward  committees,  and  to  work  for  the  Co- 
operative and  Labour  candidates.  The  back- 
ward guilds  were  those  who  did  not  take  up 
politics.  An  alliance  between  co-operation 
and  labour  was  desirable.  More  women 
ought  to  be  on  the  C.W.S.  directorate. 

Mrs  Proudfoot,  Mrs.  Stout,  .Mrs.  Gra- 
ham, and  Miss  Armstrong  took  part  in  the 
discussion.  ' 


Tho  last  North-East  Devon  district  con- 
ference was  held  at  Bovey  Tracey,  when 
Mrs.  Seacombe  was  in  the  chair,  and  about 
sixty  delegates  were  present.  Mrs. 
Roberts  (sectional  secretary)  gave  an  address 
on  “ The  Joint  Trade  Campaign.”  - Mrs. 
Warren,  Mrs.  Watts,  and  Mr.  Tellwright 
(manager  of  the  Bovey  Tracey  Society)  took 
part  in  the  discussion. 

Members  of  the  Charlton  Kings  Guild  re- 
cently held  their  first  annual  tea  and 
contort,  when  1(10  members  and  friends 
were  present.  Mr.  Mundy  (general  conu- 
mittoo)  presided  during  the  entertainment, 
at  which  the  educational  committee,  ns  well 
ns  tho  Cheltenham,  Gloucester,  nnd  Tewkes- 
bury Guilds  were  represented.  An  inter- 
esting* item  wns  a fairy  play  by  eight  little 
girls,  trained  under  the  guidance  cf  Miss 
Dorothy  Skinner. 


SOME  ELECTION 


HINTS. 

Poll  early. 

Don't  stop  talking  in  com- 
mittee-rooms; get  a register 
showing  every  co-operative 
member. 

Keep  on  visiting  until  you  are 
sure  all  women  have  voted. 

Accompany  all  hesitating  ones 
to  the  polling  booth,  appeal- 
ing for  your  candidate  all  the 
time. 

Take  care  of  the  babies  whilst 
mothers  poll. 

Be  prepared  to  lend  a decent 
coat  and  hat  to  anyone 
ashamed  of  their  attire. 

Keep  a brave  face,  and  hosts 
of  smiles,  even  though  the 
oilier  side  have  a battalion 
of  motors. 

Be  courteous  to  opposing  can- 
didates; avoid  personalities; 
play  fair. 

Bury  all  hatchets;  slake  all  for 
co-operation. 


GO  FORWARD! 


ON  THE  WAR-PATH. 


MOTHERHOOD  AND 

THE  ELECTIONS. 

ThB  municipal  voting  days-Nowmk. 
1st  (England)  and  November  7th  (J*r 
land)— are  almost  upon  11s,  prelimte?' 

nr  r C rft4.i.IL.  . 1 Li  ft’ 

affair. 


opportunities  of  settling  local 
before  turning  to  national  ones;  for  in^n 
probability  this  November  will 

the  tininue  nnnnrfnnitv  nf  ness 


the  unique  opportunity  of  casting  a Vo» 
twice  in  a very  short  space  of  time  - 

The  approach  of  any  election  calls  f 
unannounced  courage.  It  means  th°t 
whatever  our  opponents  promise  or  su 
gest  to  us  we  must  be  faithful  at  tf' 
ballot-box  to  all  the  things  our  Guild 
has  taught  us  to  reverence. 

To  hundreds  of  women  the  comine 
elections  should  mean  a throwing-ofi  0f 
the  reticence  regarding  our  inmo^ 
thoughts  about  the  big  things  of  ljfe 
It  is  not  that  we  count  public  health' 
good  education,  pure  food,  less  profit 
making  by  the  few  as  important  to  our 
welfare.  The  thing  that  counts  is  that 
we  must  make  others  see  this  too. 

Election  occasions  do  not  call  for  great 
shouting  and  a flare  of  trumpets.  The 
real  ballot-box  success  lies  in  the  quiet 
courage  shown  by  the  determined  woman 
who  will  approach  other  women  on  their 
own  doorsteps  and  convince  them  that 
her  point  of  view  is  right.  If  such  a 
sacred  charge  were  faithfully  carried  out, 
we  could  afford  to  scoff  at  the  motors 
and  the  carriages  of  “ the  other  side.” 
How  long  shall  we  be  before  we  fully 
realise  that  deep  down  in  the  heart  of 
ever}-  man  is  the  solid  conviction  that 
woman  is  by  far  his  superior  ? The 
power  of  motherhood  conquers  every 
time.  And  it  is  the  mother  spirit  that 
we  need  in  municipal  and  national 
politics. 

The  great  breathing  woman-spirit  of 
caring  and  arranging  for  the  helpless  has 
not  yet  been  sufficiently  brought  into 
the  realm  of  political  action. 

A mother  always  pays  the  greatest 
attention  to  those  who  are  least  able  to 
help  themselves  in  the  home.  And  it  is 
that  attention  and  that  thought  which 
are  needed  in  our  public  life  to-day. 

During  November  little  children  will 
ask  unconsciously  that  you  should  make 
life  for  them  an  easier  tiling  than  it  has 
been  for  us. 

Our  chances  lie  in  the  secret  ballot- 
box.  [Municipal  affairs  are  ours  be- 
cause it  is  the  housekeeping  job  of  our 
towns  and  cities.  We  must  no  more  dare 
to  neglect  this  piece  of  housekeeping  than 
we  should  dare  to  do  it  in  our  own  homes. 


REPLY  TO 

PECKHAM  GUILDS  WOMAN. 


Dear  Madam, — Referring  to  tlie  recent 
letter  signed  “ A Peckham  Guildswouian, 
our  District  Committee  regret  very  nim'li 
that  any  delegate  should  say  there  was  >ld 
lead  in  Mrs.  Archer’s  address.  It  wns 
plainly  pointed  out  that  the  Women's  co- 
operative Guild,  as  an  organisation  repre- 
senting mainly  married  women.  niii™ 
oppose  any  action  tending  to  interfere  witn 
the  liberty  of  action  on  the  part  of  i>inrr‘®u 
women,  not  only  locally  but  nationally 
And  Mrs.  Archer  clearly  pointed  out  no 
the  Guild,  as  a married  woman's  <>1'g‘,ul*\ 
tion,  had  from  its  formation  worked  a ' 
fought  for  all  matters  affecting  niarri 
women.  .. 

“A  Peckham  GuildSwoman  ” is  the  on. 
delegate  that  we  have  heard  express  •*'. 
dissatisfaction  with  the  address,  u nv  • 
not  this  dissatisfaction  voiced  at  the  ‘ 
fereuce?  and  why  was  so  long  tsikeii 
express  it  through  the  press?  And 
it  not  have  been  more  sportsmanlike, 
iug  that  Mrs,  Archer’s  name  was  H1.  ' 

lor  " A Peckham  Guildsivomnn  10  >• 

signed  her  name?  After  all.  we  ar 


all 


signed  ner  name.'  Alter  an.  »<•  ^ 

entitled  to  air  our  views,  but  we  new 
hide  our  individuality  under  a ll0“  an 
plume,”  especially  when  the  1 
attacked  is  mentioned  by  name.—  1 ' 

&c., 

E.  Cole,  President. 

A.  Mkllis,  Secretary. 

South-East  Metropolitan 


We  regret  that  we  ar. 

hold  over  the  Central  Committee 
and  several  reports. 


Tho  Thanet  Guild  recently  held  a 
meeting  at  Margate,  when 
B rani  ley  (Workers’  Union)  spoke  on 
operation  and  Social  Problems. 

There  is  a growing  tendency  0,1 ' ^nidve 

tinent  to  appoint  women  tor  vo-  ‘ rntive 
propaganda.  The  German  nice. 

Union  of  Teheeko-Sloyakii  to',  r„lier.te 
have  just  appointed  Frmilein  ' ,,retary- 
Goldschmid  to  the  office  ot 
propagandist. 
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anticipating  the  elections. 

NATIONAL  HOUSING  CAMPAIGN. 


NORTHERN  GUILDSWOMEN’S  GREAT  “SEND-OFF.” 


BY  OUR  OWN  REPRESENTATVE. 


t,  opportune  tlmt  our  Women’s  Guild 
**1,1  have  liiunclied  their  housing  cnmpnigri 
. .line  the  Northern  Sectional  Confer- 
“ m-ior  to  the  November  elections,  when 
®J . wiU  have  their  fourth  opportunity  to 
11 . in  local  elections  since  the  passing  of 
TWorm  Dill  in  1917. 

Since  that  year  the  times  have  been  diffi- 
the  issues  so  confused  that  women 
i citizens  have  not  boon 
lie  t»  into  them 

SBioil  stride.  And  non , 
s»t  with  unemployment 
Mucin<!  th«  jnconie  of 
inoH  working-class  homes 
and  fear  for  what  the 
jrjuter  may  bring  weigh- 
ing ou  the  minds  of  many 
housewives,  it  is  going  to 
difficult  once  more  not 
lu  overlook  the  import- 
ant* of  public  affairs  and 
the  duties  of  citizenship. 

But  Co-operative 
Guildswouien  are  already 
airare  of  the  “economy 
friends  ” now  stumping 
the  country,  and  at 
Burlington,  on  Monday 
last,  was  given  the 
pseud-off’’  for  a great 
national  campaign  • on 
“Housing  ” when  Mrs. 

Barton,  J.P.,  the  Guild’s 
assistant  secretary,  showed  how  if  rates  axe 
high  the  reuts  of  houses  are  also  high,  and 
how  all  the  time  the  people  were  paying 

. •’  through  the  no>se.’’ 

, Hie  meeting,  which  took  place  in  the  Co- 
operative Hall,  should  have  been  presided 
over  by  Mrs.  Close,  but  as  she  was  called 
away  to  London  at  tile  lust  moment,  her  place 
tas  taken  by  Mrs.  Campbell,  of  tlie  Sectional 
Council,  supported  by  other  Council  mem- 
bers, Mrs.  Ferguson,  J.P.  (sectional  secre- 
tary), Mr.  Smithson  .(president  of  the 
Ilarjuigton  Society),  who  along  with  Mrs. 
Heslop  (local  guild  president),  extended  the 
official  welcome 

Make  ‘ Housing”  a test  question  at  the 
forthcoming  elections  was  tba  text  of  ’Mrs. 
Burton's  address.  Don’t  he  scared  by  the 
rates  going  up,  she  said.  The  point  for  us  to 
«eto  i'  that  wo  get  value  for  the  money  we 
joy.  Who  pays  the  interest  oh  the  money 
borrowed  by  corporations  for  all  their 
bousing  schemes  l"  Why,  the  people,  of 
urarse,  through  the  rates. 

The  speaker  then  proceeded  to  show  how 
this  money  was  borrowed,  and  how  very  often 
great  financiers  were  the  first  to  hear  of  the 
idiemes,  and  were  eager  to  invest,  with  the 
result  investors  could  draw  £3  for  every  £1 
invested.  That  was  how  the  rates  went  up. 
During  the  war  municipalities  began 
to  build  on  the  understanding  that 
the  Government  would  advance  money. 
But  what  happened?  Rings  arid  trusts 
"ere  funned  in  connection  with  build- 
ing materials,  with  the  result  prices  went  up 
"ml  the  work  could  mot  be  proceeded  with. 
But  what  did  Dr.  Addison  (then  Minister  of 
Health)  say  was  tlie  cause?  Scarcity  of 
builders,  and  so  far  as  Sir  Alfred  -Mend  was 
coBoerned,  there  was  no  housing  shortage  in 
ibe  country.  Young  married  couples  could 
|ke  in  one  room.  (Cries  of  “ Shame •”) 
foday  800,000  houses  were  needed,  and  the 
•■apply  was  *200, 000.  Yet  builders  were  out 
if  work,  and  if  work  could  be  found  for  them 
Motion  would  be  relieved.  Would  you  con- 
duct your  homes  in  this  muddled  way?  asked 
me  speaker.  Then  remember  the  State  is 
°%  a larger  home,  and  the  jreople  sent  on 
to  governing  bodies  should  he  those  who  will 
!"ok  after  the  interests  of  all  those  who  live 
m the  State.  As  a Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Barton  ^aid  she  was  ashamed  to  know 
b'w  many  young  married  p<?opl©  were  seeking 
wpa ration  orders  as  a result  of  the  housing 


“WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK. 


*'  Its  readers  are  world- 
wide, and  the  articles  have 
an  international  appeal.” 
This  is  the  verdict  of  the 
Editor  of  the  "Alberta 
Labour  News,”  whose 
" Women's  Pages " are 
composed  of  articles  from 
our  little  paper. 


NOVEMBER  NUMBER  NOW  OUT. 
Don’t  miss  the  Special  Election  Articles. 


shortage.  Young  people  who  had  no  quarrel 
with  each  other,  but  were  the  victims  of 
their  surroundings.  And  very  often  the 
women  involved  were  expectant  mothers. 

After  referring  to  the  economy  “ cuts  ” in 
education,  and  how  increased  classes 
was  making  for  unemployment  amongst 
teachers,  the  speaker  urged  the  wonrau  to 
rise  and  put  up  a fij^ht  against  all  the  vested 
interests.  Up  to  now 
women  had  failed  to 
Becure  the  confidence  of 
their  own  sex  as  a whole  ; 
but  she  hoped  that  the 
forthcoming  elections 
would  see  the  return  of 
those  who  cured  for 
human  beings,  which 
were  all  that  made  life 
worth  while. 

Mrs.  Neale  (Linthorpe. 
Middlesbrough),  echoed 
tlie  speaker’s  last  words. 
“ Cast  your  v«te  in  tlie 
right  direction.”  She 
believed  in  labour-saving 
devices  in  the  home,  and 
claimed  pride  in  having 
helped  to  convert  the 
Middlesbrough  T o w u 
Council  to  consenting  to 
all  sorts  of  appliances 
being  introduced  to  tlie' 
local  people.  They  had 
a Housing  Council  in  Middlesbrough,  where 
5,000  houses  were  needed,  but  only  800  had 
been -put  up  through  the  Minister  of  Health 
putting  his  foot  on  the  extension. 

Mrs.  Barton,  in  reply,  felt  that  the 
Government  might  issue  Treasury  Bonds  to 
municipalities  without  interest,  and  she  in- 
stanced what  was  being  done  through  the 
establishment  of  municipal  banks,  from 
which  people  could  borrow  money. 

Mrs.  Hughes  (Middlesbrough)  told  how 
women  ousted  one  woman  from  the  local 
Council  because  she  was  known  as  n disturb- 
ing element. 

Mrs.  Gibbins  (Darlington)  said  we  women 
must  have  our  own  schemes,  and  not  he  led 
by  those  in  power. 

Mrs.  Steel  (Thornnhy)  was  on  n Housing 
Committee  whore  women’s  work  was  much 
appreciated.  But  to-day  women  made  slaves 
of  themselves  by  putting  up  with  old- 
fashioned  stoves,  add  by  insisting  on  having 
brass  knobs  to  clean. 

Mrs.  Ferguson  wanted  information  on  how 
housing  touched  the  rates,  figures  showing 
sickness,  loss  of  working  time,  pecr-Liw.  and 
sanatoria  co«ts,  which  might  and  could  have 
their  origin  iu  bad  housing. 

Mrs.  Tozer  (Sectional  Council)  asked  what 
the  co-operative  movement  was  doing  in  help- 
ing to  solve  the  housing  problem.  She*  was 
experiencing  wluit  it  meant  to  be  without  a 
home. 

In  reply,  Mrs.  Barton  said  she  did  .not 
think  the  particulars  Mrs.  Ferguson  desired 
had  been  got  out,  and  replying  to  Mrs.  Tozer 
said  co-operators  had  decided  that  tlie  hous- 
ing problem  was  a national  one,  and  getting 
co-operative  and  labour  representation  on 
local  bodies  and  in  "Parliament  would  be  the 
best  means  of  salving  the  problem. 

Mrs.  BamTord  Tomlin-on  (National  Pub- 
lishing Society),  moving  the  vote  of  thanks, 
said  co-operators  needed  nothing  more  than 
their  own  periodicals  at  tlie  present  time  to 
tell  them  what  to  do  during  the  present 
crisis.  She  made  a special  appeal  on  behalf 
of  the  society’s  publications,  urging  tlie 
women  to  continue  in  their  splendid  mis- 
sionary work.  She  Imped  they  might,  see 
Mrs.  Barton  returned  ton  the  House  of  Com- 
mons at  the  forthcoming  election.  (Ap- 
plause.) The  resolution  was  seconded  bv 
Mrs.  Dawson  (North  End),  aiul  passed 
unanimously. 


LEEDS  WOMEN  AGAIN  TO  THE  FRONT. 

MRS.  BUTLER  LAYS  FOUNDATION  STONE. 


p"V  :,,!rea<Lv  announced  in  our  “ Women’s 
.aL'es.''  it  is  seventy-five  years  since  tlie 
S So«et?  sprang  into  being,  and  during 
oat  period  Mrs.  Stainer,  a past  member 
i *‘ie  society’s  management  committee, 
0 ® °F’c,ied  a new  store;  Miss  Oration  has 
S?,e<}  an  electrical  department;  and  last 
tiirday  Mrs.  M.  Butler,  a present 
5""«  uf  the  board 
Irt,tors>  "aa  the 
J™1  woman  to  lay  a 
Hatr  stone  which 
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r,)lE,  and  empha- 


sised the  need  for  a branch  shop  in  the 
locality.  Referring  to  the  society’s 
trado  during  the  past  seventy-five 
years,  lie  said  that  for  the  past  fifteen 
yeara  progress  had  been  phenomenal,  and 
lie  hoped  at  the  end  of  the  next  twenty- 
five  years,  when  the  society  would  cele- 
brate its  centenary,  tlie  advance  made  would 


Bathe 


Fancy  Pageant  at  Leeds.  Mrs.  Bannister  (right)  re- 
presents “ Woman’s  Outlook,”  Airs.  Army  ton  ge  (seated) 
second  on  right. 


he  even  more  marked.  To  have  done  a co- 
operative trade  of  sixty-seven  million 
pounds  during  the  past  seventy-five  years 
was  something  of  whicfli  to  bo  proud/ 

Mr.  Briggs  (the  society’s  secretary) 
thought  that  the  trade  done  at  the  new 
store  when  opened  would  justify  the  money 
spent. 

Great  interest  was  displayed  by  the 
onlookers  when  Mrs.  Butler  came  forward 
to  lay  the  foundation  stone,  underneath 
which  she  placed  a bottle  containing  a copy 
of  the  current  issue  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News,”  the  society’s  “ Record,”  the 
balance  sheet  for  the  last  half-year,  mid  a 
coin  of  the  realm.  She  was  proud  to  think 
she  was  the  first  woman  whom  the  society 
had  honoured  by  asking  to  lay  a foundation 
stone.  There  was  a time,  she  said, 
when  women  were  afraid  to  attend  quar- 
terly meetings,  or  if  they  did  they  were 
content  to  listen  to  what  the  men  had  to 
say.  Things  had  changed.  Women  were 
now  officially  recognised  in  the  movement, 
and  upon  them,  as  wage-spenders,  depended 
its  success.  Men  as  wage-earners  had  pro- 
tected their  interests  by  organising  them- 
selves in  trade  unions,  and  the  only  safe 
organisation  by  which  women  could  pro- 
tect their  interests  as  wage-spenders  was 
through  the  co-operative  movement  — tlie 
most  democratic  institution  in*  the  world, 
of  which  women,  whatever  their  colour, 
creed,  or  political  faith,  could  become 
members. 

The  outer  walls  of  the  building  are  to 
be  of  pressed  brick  with  stone  pilasters  to 
the  front.  The  walls,  counter  fronts,  and 
floors  will  be  tiled,  even  marble  being  intro- 
duced for  counters.  The  design  has  boon 
prepared  by  the  society’s  architect  (Mr. 
Smith),  the  work  f>eing  carried  out  under 
Mr.  T.  Holmes  (works’  manager). 

The  cost  of  the  whole,  including  the  site 
value,  is  estimated  at  about  £8,500. 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND 
NEAR. 


Miss  Ei.le.n  Hoolciioft.  Mas.  Duiiant,  J.P. 

Miss  Ellen  Houlcroft  is  president  of  the 
Ashford  Women’s  Guild,  and  lias  been  re- 
elected to  the  society’s  management  com- 
mittee after  eleven  years’  service, 

Mrs.  Durant,  J.P.,  is  a Sheerness  coun- 
cillor. a member  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey 
Education  Committee,  and  a school 
manager.  She  is  also  chairman  of  tlie  local 
branch  of  the  Women's  Labour  Section. 

The  Cleckheaton  Guild  opened  the  session 
with  a whist  drive  and  dance  last  week. 
At  the  first  meeting  on  Monday  evening 
last  week  Mrs.  Jackson  (Ookenshaw)  lec- 
tured-on  “Co-operation.” 

The  Rugby  Guild  -recently  held  a whist 
drive,  when  tlie  nrize-winners  were : — 
Mesdames  Haddon  and  Williams  and 
Misses  D.  Roberts  and  Ashby.  Mrs.  Hitch- 
cox  was  in  charge  of  the  refreshments. 


IIGHTGO 


Ladies’  Cream  and  Striped 
Flannelette 


made  in  the  C.W.S. 
Factories  from  materials 
produced  in  C.W.S.  Mills. 


Women’s. 

5/6 


per  Garment 
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ry  HESE  are  Splendid  Value,  and  obtainable 
only  at  Co-operative  Stores.  Ask  to 
see  C.W.S.  NIGHTGOWNS  at 
Your  Local  Store. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

rC0HRESrONT)KNT3  nre  requested  to  write  In  Ink.  on 
one  side  ot  the  paper.  diatinotly  nnd  briefly,  stating 
mec.  ecx,  occupation,  ..nd  symptoms,  using  dlsllnctivo 
" noms-de-pltune  " or  initials,  but  olso  giving  real 
names  and  addresses  as  proof  ol  good  taith.  Nr)  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  bo  soon  can  bo  ©on- 
sidcred.  Address,  " ’Die  Doctor,"  " Co-operative  News, 
Lout  Mitigate,  Manchester.! 

“ Employee.  ”^Try  the  prescription  I n m 
advising  l'pr  “ Bosco." 

“ Old  Co-or.”  (Hanley).—1 try  rubbing  the 
part  with  “ opodeldoc  ” as  a liniment. 

Itching  (“  Gitrics  ”)• — If  really  not  due 
to  piles  or  worms,  its  proved  alter  local 
examination  by  a doctor,  the  use  of  very 
hot  water,  drying,  and  afterwards  apply- 
ing carbolic  ointment,  may  relieve  you. 

Flat  Foot  (“Ellen”)- — The  fact  that 
“ none  of  your  family  have  suffered  from 
flat  foot  ” is  no  reason  why  your  girl  should 
have  it,  especially  since  tlie  school  doctor 
lias  diagnosed  the  condition:  and  1 strongly 
advise  the  continuance  of  the  special  exer- 
cise advised  as  treatment. 

“ Pozzi.kd.” — Lumbago  is  probably  vour 
trouble,  for  which  you  might  apply  a bella- 
donna plaster,  and  take  ibis  medicine : — 
Tincture  of  aconite,  1 drachm ; dilute 
phosphoric  acid,  2 drachms ; spirit  of 
chloroform,  2 drachms ; infusion  of  gentian 
to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three 
times  a day. 

Stammering  (“  Bolton  Trotter  ”).  — l 
have  recently  devoted  several  long  replies 
to  this  subject,  as  back  references  will 
show.  It  is  a purely  nervous  habit  which 
requires  a long  probation  of  training  I or 
its  “ cure.”  There  is  no  medicine  lor  it 
beyond  general  tonics,  with  cod  liver  oil 
and  extract  of  malt,  and  plenty  of  good 
(food  and  out-of-doors  exercise. 

Loose  Cartilage  of  the  Knee  t"  Knee  ”). 
— An  operation  is  the  only  cure  for  this. 
Even  this  is  not  always  successful,  and 
unless  performed  by  an  experienced  and 
careful  surgeon  it  is  not  free  from  danger. 
You  are  unfit  to  play  football  or  any  very 
active  game,  and  be  careful  not  to  twist 
the  knee  over  in  walking,  and  you  should 
always  wear  a strong  knee  support. 

“ BuLLFiNcn.” — Your  intermittent  pulse 
— “ missing  a beat  " — is  a sign  of  “ Anno 
Domini,”  and  the  cracking  noise  in  your 
head,  with  slight  deafness,  is  another  indi- 
cation of  the  latter;  and  I fear  not  much 
can  be  done  in  the  way  of  “cure,”  beyond 
lessening  your  work  and  the  trouble,  of 
which  you  say  you  have  had  “ n lot  lately.” 
Examination  of  the  ears  by  a good  sur- 
geon may  reveal  the  presence  of  some  wax 
in  the  ears,  which  may  be  syringed  out. 

(1)  Hair  Falling  Off,  and  (2)  C'Hti,- 
blains  (“  Miss  C.  H.”). — For  (1)  there  is 
no  cure  other  than  doing  one’s  best  to 
stimulate  the  roots  of  the  hair  by  dabbing 
in  such  a lotion  as  this: — Tincture  of  can- 
tliarides,  2 drachms;  strong  liquid' ammo- 
nia, 4 drachms;  wnter  to  8 ounces.  For 
(2)  avoid  chilling  of  the  hands  by  wearing 
woollen  gloves,  and  after  wetting  of  the 
hands  drying  thoroughly  and  restoring  the 
circulation  by  _warmth.  Chilblains  are  due 
to  lowered  local  circulation. 

“Bosco.” — At  eighty-two  years  of  age 
one  can  only  wonder  that  your  mother  ails 
nothing  more  than  what  you  refer  to,  which 
is  probably  due  to  “ water  brash,”  from  a 
form  of  indigestion,  for  which  you  might 
try  this  prescription : —Pepsin,  1 drachm- 
bismuth  carbonate,  1 drachm;  compound 
tincture  of  cardamom,  2 drachms;  spirit  of 
chloroform,  2 drachms;  infusion  of  cnlumba 
to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoonful  immediately 
after  meals.  Many  thanks  for  your  good 
words  re  our  Medical  Column. 

“ Autumn.” — Your  heart  afTection — 

mitral  disease — is  the  probable  cause  of  your 
sleeplessness,  as  well  as  of  the  “ stomach 
trouble  and  headache.”  I fear  it  may  be 
inourable,  but  much  may  be  done  to  alle- 
viate the  symptoms  by  adopting  the  prac- 
tice of  “ ca’  canny,”  going  slowly  upstairs 
and  uphills,  never  hurrying,  never  worry- 
ing, never  lifting  or  carrying  heavy  weight, 
by  taking  very  light  suppers;  sleep  with 
your  head  high  and  on  the  right  Bide;  avoid- 
ing constipation  and  straining  nt  stool; 
avoiding  indigestible  foods,  and  leading  ns 
quiet  a non-worrying,  non-hurrying,  and 
hygienic  a life  as  you  know  how. 

“ Stenosis.” — The  hnsic  cause  of  your 
trouble — “ repented  colds  ” — is  indicated  in 
the  words  of  your  letter:  “ I work  in  an 
office  in  the  city,  and  do  notr  get  much 
chance  of  going  out  in  the  fresh  air.”  It  is 
now  known  that  “colds”  are  duo  to  infec- 
tion by  microbes,  which  breed  in  unven- 
tilated  rooms  and  places — offices,  cinemas, 
balls,  theatres,  churches,  and  such,  the 
atmosphere  of  which  depresses  the  body  and 
lowers  the  resistance  power  of  the  blood  to 
the  invasion  of  these  microbes,  which  can 
best  be  killed  by  oxygen— the  vital  principle 
of  fresh  air.  The  best  .treatment  is  not  by 
“ taking  something”  to  “cure”  the  symp- 
toms. but  to  prevent  the  complaint,  by  so 
altering  the  mode  of  life  as  to  get  more  fresh 
air  and  its  microbe-destroying  oxygen.  To 
take  medicine  to  “ cure  ” a cold  is'like  shut- 
ting the  stable  door  after  the  horse  is 
stolen. 

Violent  Colds  (“  Cold  ”).— There  is  no 
specinl  medicinal  cure,  or  prevention,  for 
the  tendency  you  describe  other  than  living 
in  such  a way  as  to  reincrense  your  natural 
powers  of  resistance,  and  avoiding  the 

{Continued  at  foot  of  next  column.] 


CALENDAR. 


OCTOBER. 

S.  Association  of  Joint  Committees  of  Monrtge- 
nicnl  (Manche-der  District).—' Annual  Moot- 
ing, in  thp  Co-operatlvO  Hull,  RoWsley.-sttret, 
Bivuviok,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject,  for  discussion  : 
" Tho  Co-operative  Press  mid  its.  Place’  in 
the  Movement."  Address  by  Mr.  J.  A. 
Flanagan  (Editor-in-chief,  . Co-operative 
News  " nnd  allied  publications).  / • 

, „ Butchers’  Retail  Association.  —Meeting  In  file 
Co-operative  Hall,  Ellesmcrc-stri-el,  Leigh,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  lor  disou*=ioh  : " Motlern 
Method)  of  Refrigeration."  Address  by  Mr. 
S.  R.  Churchill. 

, „ Merseyside  and  North  Wales  Educational  A.sio. 

ciation.— Conference  in  the  Hoard  Room,  86, 
Foregnte-street,  Chester,  ftl  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion:  "Some  Social  Problems  of 
lay.  Spi 

M.A.  (Liverjiool  University', 

„ North-Western  Section. —Rochdale  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  51.  Bollon- 
Btreet  ltanisbottom.  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
cons idorn t ion  : " Publicity  and  Advertising 
to  bo  introduced  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Brown 
(Publicity  Department,  C.W.S.). 

,,  North-Western  Sectional  Conference,  in  t he 
Salem"  United  Methodist  OhCtreJi,  Dewsbury, 
nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Farming 
by  Co-operative  Societies  ";  to  b1  Introduced 
by  Mr.  E.  Jackson  (C.W.S.  Agricultural 
Department). 

„ „ Northern  Section.— Ea-t  Durham  District  Con- 
ference, at  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Mnrket- 
square,  Jarrow-on-Tyne,  at  3-15  p.m.  Sub- 
ject lor  discussion  : The  official  paper  on 
" Trade  nnd  Capitol  ";  to  be  read  by  Mr. 
Frank  Leslie  (C.W.S.  audit  department). 

„ ,,  Women's  Guild.— Onldordule  District  (onfer- 
or.cv,  in  the  Co-operative  Cole,  Briglnmse, 
at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Mar- 
ried Women  in  Paid  Positions."  Speaker, 
Mrs.  Whitehead,  C.C.  (la*cds). 

30-31  Women's  Guild  (South  Metropolitan  District). — 
Two  Days'  School,  in  the  New  .Morris  Hall, 
Bedford-road,  Lambeth.  Subjects  : " Trade 
Campaign  " and  " Married  Women  in  Paid 
Positions.”  Speakers,  Sectional  Council 
member's.  • < 

,,  „ Wonnn's"  Guild  (Hants  District). — Two  Days' 
School,  at  2,  Gornirr-strcet,  Fratton.  Sub- 
jects : “ Married  Women  and  Paid  Posi- 

tions," "Joint  Trade  lamp.iign,"  • &c. 
Teacher.  Mra.  Leinblcm. 

NOVEMBER. 

3-6  Midland  Sectional  Boarsl  and  Edma'i-  mil  Associa- 
tion.—Week-end  School,  in  tli-  Rvckii.glmm- 
mul  Council  Solnml,  K-u-ring.  ' Lecturer, 
Mr.  Norman  Vi  - 11. 

4 S.  Co-operative  Printing  e„  i>.- shareiml.l  i,' 
Half-yearly  Meeting*.  in  the  ('...opmtlhe 
Hall,  Darn  Crook,  Newiii-tle-toi-Tync,  ol  ,3 
p.in.;  uud  in  the  Si.  Brib  - In-Mini-,  Brnlf- 
lone.  New  Bridg  ure-M,  : • nci-m.  F..(  , at 
3 p.m. 

,,  ,,  Midland  Sectional  (mfer-'ii.  *,  in  tile  Reokuig- 
liain-rond  Council  Scfv.'d,  Keiu-rirg.  at  3 
p.m.  Subject  lot  di*cuvi.,n  : " Trade  and 
Capital."  Paper  lit  Mr,  T,  W Met  nr  (Co- 
operative Union,. 

„ „ North-Western  Education  A»«H-iatiun  (Group 
3).— One  Day S-lmol.  in  (he  Co-operative 
Hall,  Lancaster,  at  2-30  ]..m.  Lecturer, 
Professor  Hall,  M A.,  li  t ..,,.  Subject  : 
" Some  Present-Day  Problems." 

,,  ,,  Soutlu-m  Section.— "xloril  District  C.ii'ier.-rce, 
in  the  Palmer  Memorial  Hall,  West-street, 
Heading,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  lor  discussion  : 
Air.  Riddle's  Congress  pii|>er:  lo  be  uilj-o- 
rlneiHl  by  Mr.  R.  Hlbbcrd  (sectional 

„ „ Southern  Section.— Wills  nnd  Dor— t District 
Conference,  at  Caine,  Wilts,  at  2-45  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion:  Mr.  G.  " Riddle's 

— Congress  paper;  to  be  introduced  bv  Mr.  E. 
Ki:g  (Central  tb.ird), 

„ „ Women's  Guild. — Bullon  District  Conference,  in 
tho  Co-operative  Hull,  Ellu^more-.lr-x-t,  Brad- 
shawgate,  Leigh,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  di- 
cussion  : " Tlie  Joint  Trade  Campaign." 

Speaker,  Mrs.  Boavan  (Sectional  Council). 

7 Tu.  Women's  Guild.— Birmingham'  and  . W<  r.  ester 
District  Conference,  ift  the  Workers’  Insti- 
tute, Cradley  Heatii,  nt  2-45  p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : " Responsibilities  of  the. 
Guildswomen."  Speaker,  Jlra.  Adams 
(Walsall  Wood). 

11  s.  Co-operative  Printing  Society.— Shareholders’ 
Half-yearly  Meeting,  in  the  C.W  S.  Premises, 
Balloon-street,  Manchester,  nt  3 p.m. 

,,  „ Women’s  Guild. — North-East  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  tin-  Baplist  School, 
Buriiley-roud,  Brierfield,  at  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject lor  discussion  : " The  N-od  tor  a Joint 
Trade  Campaign."  Speaker,  Mrs.  MArd 
(Liverpool). 

18  S.  Slidland  Section.— Birmingham  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hull,  Charlotte- 
street,  Dudley,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer’s  paper, 

" Trade  and  Capital  to  be  introduced  by 
Mr.  J.  Price,  J.P.  (Dudley). 

,,  ,,  Midland  Section. — Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  the  Exchange  Hall,  Exchange -street, 
Retford,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
“The  Orguni^lion  of  Retail  Distributive 
Societies  in  the  Face  of  Presen t-Duy  Com- 
petition to  be  introduced  bv  Mr.'  J.  W. 
Tote  (Retford). 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

sources  of  contagion  Which  we  now  know 
is  tlie  real  cause  of  “ colds,”  such  as  close, 
heated  apartments  and  places  of  resort, 
and  canddur  compels  the  admission  that  in 
addition  to  such  places  as  cinemas, 
theatres,  churches,  &c.,  schools  must  be 
classed,  especially  when  unventilatcd,  as 
so  many  of  them  are.  Your  practice  of 
“letting  nature  cure”  such  “ little  ills  as 
you  have”  is  good. ‘but  equally  good  is 
nature’s  way  of  preventing  " colds  ’’  by 
raising  our  powers  of  resistance  . and 
avoiding  places  of  contagion.  This  is  one 
of  the  common-sense  replies  which  you  say 
you  “ admire  in  our  Medical  Column  in  the 
‘ Co-operative  News.’  ” 

Colitis  (“Cumberland”).  — (1)  The 
diarrhoea  and  the  pains  are  probably  due 
to  tho  “ colitis.”  The  medicine  the  doctor 
prescribed  was  probably  intended  to  relieve 
those  symptoms,  but  “ colitis  ” is  apt  to 
be  tedious  and  its  symptoms  of  long  dura- 
tion as  in  (his  case.  In  its  treatment  a 
special  diet  is  often  necessary,  nnd  the 
doctor  would  be  best  able  to  prescribe 
this  in  this  special  case.  (2)  “Giddiness 
and  unsteadiness  of  tho  legs  ” at  sixty- 
six  years  of  age  are  apt  to  be  duo  t6  on- 
coming- “ nrterio-sclerosis  ” of  tip*  arteries 
of  tho  brain— one  of  the  signs  of  advancing 
“ anno  domini  ” — for  which  no  specinl 
treatment  can  do  much  good,  beyond  re- 
ducing the  amount  of  meat  and  other 
stimulating  foods,  using  neither  alcohol 
nor  tobacco,  and  getting  more  out-of-doors 
exc^iso  without  too  much  tiring;  also 
avoiding  constipation  by  such  diet  as  so 
often  indicated  in  my  replies  in  this 
Column, 


“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Readable  " Trade  Union 
Paper.  Published  fortnightly 
(on  Saturday').  Price  2d. 
Iiom  bianch  secretaries,  or  3d. 
post  free  from  Ccn'rtd  Office — 
1 Oakley,"  SVilmslow  Koad, 
Followfisld,  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BOOT  MANAGER  AND  BUYER  WANTED.— Our  De- 
partmeiital  Manager  having  accepted  on  important 
appointment,  there' is  a vueuney  for  a thoroughly  com- 
petent MANAGER;  sales  for  year-ending  July  26th, 
£24,528;  central  and  3 branches;  memliersTlip,  17,000. — 
Applicants  must  obtain  an  application  form  from  tlie 
Society  on  or  before  October  31st.  Darlington  Co- 
operative mid  Industrial  Society  Limited,  Prfestgate, 
Darlington. 

CHEMIST.— Wanted,  a fully-qualified  MAN  as  MAN- 
AGEIt  and  BUYER  Mr  a department  about  to 
be  opened  fur  Christmas ; knowledge  of  optica  a re- 
commendation.— Apply  by-  Jetter,  stating  age.  wage, 
nnd  experience,  not  later  than  first  jmst,  November 
1st,  to  the  l’urkgole  and  Berry  Brow  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd..  Berry  Brow,  Huddersfield. 

Confectionery  bakers.— smart  improver; 

knowledge  of  icing  and  piping. — Apply,  (dating 
uge,  wage,  and  references  lo  the  Borough  of  Ileniol 
Hemix-tead  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Hemel  Henip- 
ale-.id,  Iferta. 


position  ..f  PRODUCTION  SUPERINTENDENT;  prefer- 
Mice  wilfbe  given  lo  appUoants  who  have  hud  technical 
training  ami  jx  --  gencrujl  knowledge  «f  boot  and 
hiioe  manufacture. — Applications  to  he  addressed  to  tho 
Drapery  Committee,  C.W.S.,'  1,  Balloon-street,  Man- 
chester, endorsed  " Boo f Superintendent,"  to  he  in 


: that 


Drapery,  clgthinu,  boots,  wanted,  a 

ilei  uglily  capable.  YOUNG  LADY  f--r  Branch; 
good  stcckkeeper  ai.d  window-dres-er  essential.— Apply, 
Muting  age,  expert »nee.  wages  require*!,  Ac.,  to  Mau- 

ag-r,  Cu-openitive  Society.  Percy-slreet,  V/okuig-  

IRTISH  AND  GREENGROCERY.— Wunbd.  PERSON  to 
ft  Anon  new  department  under  general  manager. — 
Apply  by  HI  r.  si  .iir.g' age,  qimlilieation,  and  wages 
rerpiired,  c-ncl- - i ; one  r-eoid  testimonial,  to  Co- 
operative Sixce'y.  t hurrh-street,  Ruddington,  No' is, 
not  laler  Hum  Saturday,  November  4lli. 
f 1 RO(  ERY  AND  PE-  IVLSIONS.-' Wanted.  2 smart 
JUNIORS, -about  18  or  19  years  of  -g-'.-Stute 


xpei 


Mai 


ative  Society,  Perey-street,  Woking. 

Representatives  Required,  with  good  connec- 

- te  n umorg  reiuil  -p-?ra|ive  s-vieties.  t--  sell 

mi  article  of  daily  use  in  all  households. — Reply,  with 
society’s  references,  i,,  "Light,"  c,o  Pratt  and  Co., 
SI.  ( ■lnincery-l.ire.  L.mdon. 


THE  Bedford  Co-r-iienitiv  ■ Socielv  Ltd.  have  a 
vncaiuy  f--r  a smart  YOUNG  LADY  as  FIRST 
HAND  in  the  Drapery  Department;  must  be  e-impotent, 
to  serve  through;  -I  window-dresser,  and  able  to 
tike  clinige  in  ahseiuv)  of  manager;  good  wages. — 
Written  appUrmioiis,  slating  age,  wage,  and  reference*, 
to  Jlanaging  Secretary,  32  and  34,  Midland-road. 
Bed  forth 

THE  Committee  of  ib-  Mar-den  Equitable  Industrial 
Society  desire  t"  thank  all  applicant*  for  the 
position  of  DRAPERY  MANAGER  and  BUYER,  nnd 
to  stale  that  Mr.  F.  Mountfleld,  of  the  Liverp—] 
Society,  Jiux  been  ojijejir.ted  to  the  i-wition. 

THE  MARKET  IIARBOROUCH  COOPERATIVE 
SOCIETY  LID.— The  Committee  iuvite  nppfi 


. splendid  position;  new  shop;  new  bakehouse; 
4,000  members.— Apply,  -luting  age,  wage,  and  experi- 
ence, uud  giving  references  or  copies  of  testimonial.), 
addressed  " Confectioner,"  Co-operative  Society  Ltd., 
Hjgh-sfre-  l.  Market  Hurborough.  Leicester. 


X\7WNTED,  early  in  DecendK-r.  competent  BAKER 
V > utld  CONFECTIONER,  t->  take  charge  of 
Bakery..— Apply,  rmt  later  than  October  30th,  stating 
age,  wage,  and  experience,  with  three  copies  of  testi- 
monials, to  Leiston  Industrial  Co-operotivo  Society, 

Iydston,  Suffolk. 

\7|rANTED,  smart  MALE  ASSISTANT,  -about  20 
VV  years  of  uge.  for  Drapery  Department;  good 
window-drcRier  and  thorough  knowledga  of  the  trade 
essential;  N.U.D.A.W.  (rale  ot  wng-.-s  paid.— Apply, 
etating  age  and  exi>erienee,-  not  laler  than  Saturday, 
October  ?8tb.  to  Bir-tall  Cc-operative  Society  Ltd. 
XTTANTED,  thoroughly  experienced  MANAGER - 
* ▼ SALESMAN  for  (b-iieral  Furnisbiiig  and  Hard- 
ware Departments  for  society  in  the  Midlands;  trade 
capable  of  development.— State  wages  and  give  refer- 
enc.es  to  B*>x  62,  " Cu-pperalive  New-."  Maneliester. 

WANTED,  smart  YOUNG  LADY  - l lltsr  SALES 
in  Driipery  Department;  well  up  in  fancies; 
good  window-dresser.— Apply  by-  Friday,  November  3rd, 
stating  uge  and  experience,  to  Ca.-lleford  Co-operative 
Iiulustriiil  Society  Limited.  Endorse  applications 

" Fancied." 

"W  XT  ANTED,  a fully-qualified  MAN  as  SECRETARY 
Tv  for  Society  doing  a trade  -if  £51.656  per  annum; 
membership  1,307;  N.L'C.O.  scale  ot  wages  paid.— 
Applications,  ciulowd-  “ Secretary,"  to  be  ren-eivod 
not  Inter  than  Monday,  November  6tli,  stating  ugc 
and  experience,  enclosing  copnn  of  two  testimonials, 
to  tlie  Hinchlifl*’  Mill  Co-oj»erative  Society,  57-59,  Hud- 
deraficld-road,  Holmflrth. 


WANTED,  an  experienced  MILLINER  • „n„  , 

first  sales  in  general  showroom ; wV.,-  A0  ^ 
week.— Apply  at  once,  aLiting  lull  i ,ri ' H 
operative  Society  Ltd.,  Ashforu,  Kent.  ar!-  Co- 

Wvnted,  branch  manager  f^Tor^rr-- 

Provisions;  weekly  trade  £120;  niu’t  | 1 ^ 
up  In  provisions.— Apply,  stating  uge,  ■x|,..I|1|,"  w 
wages  required,  with  two  copies  of  tes|j,ll0„ui 
Managing  Secretary,  Co-operative  Socielv,  j o ' 
street,  Gravesend.  ‘ 1 rniff' 

WANTED,  for  Confectionery  Dei^Ttm^q  777TT 
AGERESS  to  take  charge  of  -hrq,  wind, i'T 
opeued  shortJy;  one  well  up  in  nil  branch-, 
trade  as  saleswoman  preferred.— Apply,  su,un„ 
wage,  and  experience,  with  copies  of  te-tiumnLii, 
references,  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  lli^|,.,trjr 
Market  1 1a Thorough,  Leigestcrsliire-.  ' 

York  equitable  industrSial  socrEffTrT^ 

MILLINERY  AND  MANTELS  DEIMKTMFXt" 
Wanted,  MANAGERESS;  must  be  firstebs,  jQ»~ 
qualified  bund,  millinery  and  sales;  to  control 
of  12. — Apply  by  letter,  stating  ng>;,  wage,  0nd  „ 
perience,  and  enclosing  copies  of  testimonials 
later  than  Wednesday,  November  1st,  to  22  nailWly! 

" Wunageress."  y‘ 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  mvnagers,  buyers,  ww 
HOUSEMEN,  CliERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTEki 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women, 
good  references,  for  uoy  distributive  department,  acL|f 
John  Ttjrnkh.  Gerieral  Secretary,  National  Amalgalnl(i 
Union,  Shop  Assietante,  Warehousemen,  and  (U«v. 
Ditke  Houso,  Malet-street,  London.  W.C.l. 

Bakery  foreman  seeks  berth-,  uwlT^ 

niatic  plant;  good  organiser  nnd  disciphnari»n- 
used  to  large  trade,  production  and  <fi-t  rit,uuon ! 
good  references.— “ Baker,"  “ Co-operative  Nc-w* '* 
Manchester. 


BAKERS.— S<x'ietiea  iu  any  part,  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grad- 
are  requested  lo  apply  to  W.  Banfield,  Gen-rsl  Seert- 
tary,  Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bilkers  ond 
Confectioners.  67,  Sydney-streot.  London,  s \V. 

DRAPERY. — Smart  MAN,  aged  34,  ,v.'k*  keen", 
GAGEMENT  n.s  MANAGER  or  FIRST  HAND;  19 
years’  experience,  15  years  in  movement  ; midlands  or 
north  preferred;  Highest  references. — Box  54,  "Co 
operative  News,”  Slanchester. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  BOOKKEEPING. — CORRESPOND- 

ENCE Cl.  ASSES,  First,  Second,  nnd  Third 
Stages;  Expert  Tuition;  enrol  now  and  ensure  success 
at  examinations;  send  stomp  for  prospect  us.— 0. 
Wil.LiAJtsox,  A L A. A.,  Certified  Accountant,  12,  North 
Saint  Andrew-Btreet,  Edinburgh. 

Devonshire  clotted  cream,  th-  r-at  ih^. 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAlf' 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize.  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  Ihe  Cathedral  Dairy,  Eietcr; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  nppli. 
cation.— Proprietor).  Exeter  Co-operative  and  lcdui- 
trial  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sldwell-street.  Exei-r. 


some  second-hand;  photos  free. — Cash  or  terms,  John 
MakstO.n's  Carriuge  Works  Limited,  Bradloril-street, 
Binningltum. 

MOTOR  HEARSE;  saloon;  latest  design  body  for 
three  purposes;  suit  any  chassis;  particulars 
free.— M.insTON’s  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford- 
atieet,  Biriningliani.  

IiTOR  SALE.  BAKER'S  VANS,  2 and  4 wheelers;- *11 
' ready  for  the  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  HAWKING 
VAN  on  "Ford"  chassis.— Apply,  tlie  L-  :■  ■ ir  Car- 
riage Builders  and  AVheelwrights  Limited,  Marlow-road, 

Three  ~ 77 glediiill  " cooperative  total 

ADDING  CHECK  GIVING  REGISTERS  Or 
SALE;  in  jierfcct  working  order;  surplus  stock.— Write, 
Secretary,  CW-, operative.  Sdciety  Limited,  Briton  Ferry, 

Glam l-  . 

'V^T'HIST  SCORING  CARDS;  superior;  l.COO  lh- 
V T Si  orr’S,  32,  i 'rown-avenue,  Clydebank,  Glasgow. 


FNTERTAINERS. 


CROSLAND  MOOR  UNITED  HANDBELL  RINCF.R3. 

Open  for  engagements.— Terms,  apply,  T.  GiRt- 
WND,  10,  Chapel-terrace,  Crosland  Moor,  Huddersfield. 


D 


ENT'S  QUADRILLE  BAND  (members  of  Opensluw 
Men's  Guild). — Now  hooking  for  Guild  Dances, 
s very  moderate;  up-to-date  music  and  eflevt*.- 
. Dent,  51,  Sandown-street,  Abbey  Hey,  Gorton, 
'lies  ter. 

A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 


MR.  WILL  CARTER’S  MERRIE  MIMICS  -Another 
lug  success  Saturday  lost.  Crompton  (Vop. 
Hall  packed  to  overflowing;  first  time  since  the  war; 


.....  item  encored.  Thanks  to  Cadishead  b>r  inquiry. 
Dpen  November  25th,  December  9th,  onward*.  Chriit- 
m:is  and  Netv’Ycwr.  School  parties.  Offer*  wanted.— 
Terms,  illustrated  pregnunme,  Ac. , 15,  Wanvick-strcel, 
Hullin',  Manchester. 'l'honc  1163  Central. 

NOW  BOOKING,  dales  for  Lectures  on  GARBL- 
ING' SUBJECTS;  illustrated  with  lanern  sl|d« 
if  required. — Apply  for  full  particular*  to  CVRu- 
Hakdixc.  74,  East  Dulwich-road S. E.22.  ^ 

SOUTHERN  COOPERATIVE  ENTERTAI.N'MEjrt 
AGENCY  (Licenserl  by  L.C.C.).— Write  tor  artBIM 
to  R.  Hibbrrd,  66.  Great  Preacott-street.  I/uidon.  E-t. 


APARTMENTS. 

DINBURGH.— Write  " Craiglea."  c/o  ' i'chwoo, 
J 390,  Morningside-road.  Highly  recommended. 


j tSpar/ciing 
j and 
: £)eliciou4 

!.  When  Ordering  Syrup,  please 


y/f6fAinCj[ 
Jfoer 
WESTBURN.” 


October  28.  1822. 
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FULL  of 

ENERGY  1 


mii,  srEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  HARWELL,  neat  HINCKLEY. 


H5V I S 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
©iles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
i HOES  FOR 
SUNSHINE  OR 
r TORM 


SPEBOPE 

Broad. 


OLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

i-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

VELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manufac- 
turing EOOIKTY  LIMITED. 

Makars  «f  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 
Departments). 


WANTED,  all  Co-opcra  tore  when  In  Leeds  to  Dl.NB 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  6ocIety'» 
Restaurant, 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 
Mado  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Kee 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE.  Tha  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  GO  OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10,  ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Maker*  of  Flojr, 
Grain,  Pott'o, 
Surer,  Treacle 
Bius  and  Shoots. 


Scad  for 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

^ The  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  " Eccle3,”  “Climax."  nnd other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C., 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


ALL  THE  PLANT  IN 
THE  BAKERY. 

Bakery  Department:  WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH: 


Telegrams  : 
PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


Telephone  • 

301  PETERBOROUGH 


Head  Office:  K1NCSWAY  HOUSE,  KINCSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2j 


Sole  Sales  Agents  fop 

David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


— 1s6e  Reliable  Jiome  3>yes.  — 


DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON; 

Makers  of  Cdaes  “2) oily  5Blue"  & "2) oily  (Bream 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


li 


Cbe  ideal” 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley, 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings.  Graoirelles,  Financial.-, 
Silcsias,  Linenetlts,  Lustres,  & Silkete.-n  Linings; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths, 

Telephone : National,  Bnruloy.  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pillar.  Tel.: National,  Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Olfice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 
HOLIDAY  AND  REST  HOME 

FOR  CO-OPERATORS- 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  W'arrington : 10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway:  23 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowlino.  Clock  Golf.  CnoQasr 
Bilhabds.  Near  to  Kenyon  Goll  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress.  Culcheth  Hall, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
y,  Oo-operativa  Society, 

Telephone  32)  Leigh. 


Your  Store  stocks 

INTEGRITY 


BRAND 

Ladies*  and  Gents* 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 
PLUM  PUDDINGS 
and  MIN  CEMENT. 

MADE  FROM  THE  FINEST  MATERIALS 


The  Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


All  Co-operators  & 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 


WANTED, 


“Self-Help”  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stnmpod.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD,  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Ssciety  Ltd.,  Park  Hills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Cl03lng 
Twist.  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  <kc.  Bladings 
Boot  Loops.  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Societg 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies*  Boots  & Shoes. 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp.  • 

EQUITY  WORKS,  '"•£5££Zl\ 

Branch  Warehouse : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  Mr,  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDEBSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shruuk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges.  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  had  »t  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY. 
Please  nsk  for  them. 


ADDED  TO  YOUR 


Spoonful 


IS  AN  IMPROVEMENT. 
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VIKINC  DYES  LIVE. 

Ask  for  these  Dyes  at  Your  Own  Store. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Received  at  the  C.W.S,  Motor  Cycle  Works, 
Tystlty,  Birmingham 


Ahlerley  Kdge, 

Cheshire. 

Du.vn  Sins,  Having  recently  purchased 
one  "l  your  single  speed  Lightweights  (the 
'•  Federal  ”),  I am  writing  to  inform  you 
how  pleased  I mil  with  same. 

1 have  done  plenty  of  riding  in  all 
weathers,  and  have  not  yet  had  any  trouble' 
of  any  description. 

I should  like  you  to  forward  me  a price 
list  and  particulars.  «fct\,  of  your  '*  Fenera- 
tion " Machine.— Yours  truly, 

Co-opkiutor. 


Shi  remoor, 

X ewca  stle-on-Ty  ne. 

Gknti.kmkx, — I feel  l must  let  you  know 
of  the  satisfaction  the  2J  h.p.  “ Federa- 
tion" J.  A.  P.  jMotor  Cycle  has  given  me. 

1 purchased  it  through  your  C.W.S.  New- 
castle Depot  in  February  of  last  year. 
Since  then  1 have  covered  9.000  miles  of 
trouble-free  motoring,  save ‘for  one  or  two 
punctures,  but  these  are  more  or  less 
unavoidable. 

I shall  not  fail  to  recommend  your 
machines,  as 7 think  this  model  in  particular 
is  fully  deserving  of  it. — Yours  faithfully, 
T.  D. 


Deceivkd  by  the  C.W.S.  Game  and 
Poultry  Section:  — 

I thought  you  may  be  interested  to  learn 
that  1 have -some  very  fine  pullets  from 
your  chicks.  One  or  two  specimens  1 intend 
showing  at  Barnstaple  Show.  October  31st. 

Two  of  the  Leghorns  lay;  the  others  look 
like  starting  any  time  now.  The  only  com- 
plaint I have  to  make  is  that  I should  have 
preferred  them  not.  to  have_  started  for 
another  month.  These  pullets  "have  been 
fed  on  dry  mash  from  birth. 

I have  shown  -these  birds,  four  varieties-^ 
White  Leghorn s,  VYvahdottes,  Light  Sus- 
sex. and  Buff  Orpingtons — twenty-two  in 
all,  to  various  fanciers  in  the  district,  and 
without  exception  they  all  praise  these 
birds  for  type  and  size. 


A PRACTICAL  NOTE. 


Before  using  “Viking"  Dyes,  care 
should  be  taken  that  the  material  to  be 
cijvd  lias  been  well  ‘cleansed  of  all  “dressy 
ing,"  such  as  glue  or  starch;  otherwise  .the 
dyes  cannot  reach  the  fibre.  Canvas,  for 
instance,  to  satisfactorily  take  dyes,  must, 
of  course,  be  boiled  with  soap — preferably 
C.W.S.  soap— -to  cleanse  it  of  any  kind  of 
“dressing”  it  may  contain.  And  this 
• advise  will  apply  to  any  other  material  that 
requires  dressing. 


Poultry  Keepers 


WAITING 

HIGH-CLASS 


COCKERELS 

OR 

PULLETS 


should  ask  their  Store 
Manager  to  obtain  a 
Price  List  of  C.W.S. 

Birds  from  the  famous 

BIRDIE  BROW  FARM. 


T ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
" and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialities.  Ask  f;r  it  in  your  local  shop. 


/^LUES  in  eake3  of  all  sizes  are  prepared 
at  the  C.W.S.  Glue  Works,  Pontefract. 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  glue — and  stick  no  other. 

/CONGRESS  SOAP  is  ono  of  the  best 
^ known  soaps — made  by  the  C.W.S.  for 
those  who  want  to  see  the*  C.W.S.  flourish 
and  grow. 


ADD  “ SUTOX’’ 

to  your  MILK  PUDDINGS. 


A FEW  POINTERS. 


COSY  a CO-OPERATIVE  a COMFORT 


W,e  •• 


FILEXTRfl 

DOWN  QUILT 


Thu  ii  a C.W.S.. Pfodicii  is 
and  the  laical  thing:  in 

‘•BALLOON" 

DOWN  Q1LT3 


47/11 


AT  YOUR  OWN 
CO-OPERATIVE 
STORE. 


IS  FULL  VALUE  AND  FULL  SIZE. 


LITTLEB0R0UGH  C.W.S.  BLANKETS 


23/ 


J PER  PAIR. 


- ® ..  *g> » 


10s.  9d.  pEK  PAIR. 


A FINE  SHOE  FOR  THE  SEASON. 

0 

Always,  ask  for  “ Wheatsheaf  " Brand. 


I i-r-  «-  ,.4g, 


Whaley  Bit  mu  f.  and  Buxton  |n  ^ I 
society,  with  a 95  per  < cm.  K'-’-JJ 

from  co-operative  sources. 


1 ruroSL, 


Lam 
tive  sc 
department. 


1f  I . DlHHElSr 

Mum  s purchase  .froill 
rces  are  9/  per  cent.  i„  the  dS4*" 


Co.Nfii.ETON’s  furniture  record 
cent,  co-operative  sources. 


•ll1«fT| 
RNISOISC. 
is  83  r.w 


Here  avo  three  •societies  with  hi!?'3, 
centages,  91.  92  and  93,  in  the  iJg. 
shoe  department— Horburv.  Sliepshed  , 
Heading. 

Tailobixo  I 

Bradford's  80  per  cent,  purchases  i,  „ J 
co-operative  sources  in  the  tailoring  .l! 
partmeut  is  good — very  goud.  6 ■ 

c,  _ Daintino. 

Sowerby  Bridle  gets  *4  pei  « eut  0|.. 
painting  supplies  from  co-operative  /ourt(/| 

, _ ' . . , Ghocebt. 

Many  societies  are  above  <J0  per  lfllt  I 
and  evidently  anything  below  so  )0|  ( ''I 
from  the  C.W.S.  is  a matter  of  Coucern-l 
worth  serious  discussion,  earnest  nuwid  rij 
tiuu,  and  immediate  rectification.  " 


GOOD  BREAD. 


Hawarden  lias  many  political  liieiiiurhi, L 
as  well  as  a successful  co-operative  smiei/l 
The  latter  is  a good  supporter  o[  the  rail 
operative  principle,  and  deals  largelv  ml 
flour,  from  the  Sun  Mills  of  the  C'.W’Ts.’  ,\s  I 
the  X'orthop  Hall  and  District  Cuttag^m' ■ 
Flower  Show  three  prizes  were  ottered  i<;| 
the  BEST  WHITE  LOAF  BAKED  in  J 
cottage  iron  oven.  These  were  all  won  Lu  I 
.members  of  the  Hawarden  Co-operajinT 
Society,  the  flour  used  in  each  case  being 
Sun  Mills’  Special. 

At  the  Broughton  Village  Flower  Slim 
two  members  of  the  Scunthorpe  Society.l 
using  Hull  H.H.H.  flour  from  the  C.W.S. I 
mills,  won  the  first,  second,  and  third! 
prizes  in  white  bread,  and  the  first  j 
in  plant  bread. 

Evidently  the  C.W.S.  Hour  is  right,  atflfl 
when  members  use  it  at  home  it  gives  iheT 
best  results.  Similarly,  BAKERS  USING  I 
IT  IN  MACHINE  BAKERIES  can  secure 
a large  output  in  loaves  of  a high  quality, 


LIGHT  THE  WAY. 


The  Irlam  Works  of  the  CAY.’',  are  now ■ 
hooking  candles  for  deliyeiy  during  th-T 
winter.  The  longer  evenings  will  doubt- ■ 
less  give  a fillip  to  the  candle  trade,  awl 
co-operative  committees,  anxious  to 
their  purchases  from  their  own  institution p 
get  on  to  a high  percentage,  should  sw 
that  C.W.S.  candles  light  the  way  to  ro*  J 
operative  success. 


BULBS  FOR  CHRISTMAS 
FLOWERS. 

The  first  consignment  of  euilv 
and  Prepared  Miniature  Hyacinths, 
will  flower  before  Christmas,  has  arri 
and  orders  ran  lie  executed  ',mi  .1 
diately  from  the  Agricultural  Departs  '■ 
at  Osmaston  Park  Road,  Derby. 


SUTOX 

C.W.  s. 

SHREDDED 

SUET 


Puts  LIFE 

and  Strength 
into  your 
PUDDINGS. 


- I 
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ESSENTlALUNlg, 


IN  ALL  THINGS.  CHARITY  Ij 


SUTOX 

(C.W.S. 
Shredded  Suet) 

FOR 

CHRISTMAS 

PUDDINGS 

AND 

MINCEMEAT 


No.  2,6S-j.  No.  184.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  November  4,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper. 


National 

Handkerchief 

Competition. 

4* 

Last  year  a national  handkerchief 
competition  was  instituted  through  our 
columns  to  popularise  the  “Unitas” 
Handkerchiefs.  It  was  such  a success 
in  helping  the  production  that  another 
competition  on  similar  lines  ill  be 
announced  shortly.  The  3‘LTnitas  ” 
Handkerchiefs  arc  made  by  the  Scottish 
C.W.S.  from  fabric  woven  at  the  Lan- 
cashire mills  by  the  English  C.W.S. 
So  that  in  helping  one  federation  com- 
petitors will  be  assisting  the  other. 

Prizes  of  C.W.S.  productions  will  be 
offered,  and  as  these  will  be  of  substan- 
tial value,  hundreds  of  essays  are 
expected.  All  who  are  interested  in 
pushing  co-operative  productions  should 
go  to  their  stores  without  delay  and  ask 
for  “ UNITAS  ” HANDKERCHIEFS, 
which  are  distinguished  by  small 
labels,  which  should  be  carefully 
retained  by  the  purchaser  until  particu- 
lars of  the  competition  are  published. 

The  competition  will  be  in  two 
sections,  one  for  adults  and  the  other 
for  children,  so  that  it  becomes  a real 
family  matter,  and  should  be  made  the 
subject  of  conversation  round  the  home 
table,  as  well  as  in  the  guild  room  and 
other  places  where  co'-operators 
assemble. 


WHY  RAIL 

— T 

Against  the  Concerns  that 
Profit  out  of  the  People  if 
you  put  your  Life  and  Fire 
Insurances  their  way  ? 

Co-operative  Insurance 
Society  Limited, 

109,  Corporation  St.,  Manchester,  and 
59,  Morrison  St.,  Glasgow, 

IS  THE  OFFICE 
::  FOR  YOU.  :: 

Ask  for  particulars  of  Beet 
Policies  at  Lowest  Premiums, 

Send  postcard  for  address  of  nearest 
C-I-S.  Agent — or  ask  your  Store  secre- 
twy-  He  knows. 


ELECTION  CAMPAIGN  BEGUN. 


CO-OPERATORS  CLAIM  PLACES  IN  PARLIAMENT. 


THE  NEED  FOR  REPRESENTATION  CLAMANT: 
THE  OPPORTUNITY  AT  HAND. 


WHAT  PROMINENT  CO-OPERATORS  SAY. 


The  question  of  whether  the  co-operative  movement  should  seek  direct 
representation  in  Parliament  was  fought  out  for  twenty  years.  The  Co-opera- 
tive Congress  decided  that  the  voice  of  the  movement  should  be  heard  in 
Parliament  through  its  direct  representatives.  That  decision  has  been  re- 
affirmed at  successive  Congresses  Eleven  candidates  are  in  the  field. 
Well-known  co-operators  state  below  why  every  effort  should  be  made  to  carry 
them  to  victory. 


A CO-OPERATIVE  VOTE  : A 

VOTE  FOR  PEACE. 


WHY  CO-OPERATORS  SHOULD 

UNITE  TO  VOTE. 


T.  W.  MERCER’S  SLOGAN. 


BY  W.  GALLACHER. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer,  Publications  Depart- 
ment of  the  Co-operative  Union,  writes:  — 

“ Co-operators  have  now  an  opportunity 
of  dealing  faithfully  with  the  Government 
and  its  supporters. 

“ That  Government  has  attacked  the 
co-operative  movement.  it  has  governed 
in  open  defiance  of  co-operative  principle. 

" Bo  tlx  at  home  and  abroad  its  polic'- 
has  been  an  anti-co-operative  policy,  but 
the  state  of  Britain  and  the  world  alone 
constitutes  a convincing  reason  why  its 
members  must  be  replaced  by  men  who 
hold  co-operative  principles  and  sympa- 
thise with  the  co-operative  ideals. 

“ It  is  the  duty  of  every  co-operator  *to 
vote  at  this  election  for  the  candidate  who 
stands  for  national  and  international 
co-operation. 

“It  is  no  less  the  .duty  of  every  elector 
who  longs  for  the  establishment  of  peace 
on  earth  and  goodwill  among  men  to 
support  the  co-operative  candidate. 

“ Every  vote  for  0 Co-operative  candi- 
date is  a vote  for  world  peace,  inter- 
national co-operation,  and  social  justice. 

“ Co-operatively-minded  men  and  women 
must,  therefore,  co-operate  now,  and  so 
promote  the  good  of- all.” 


MRS.  FERGUSON  AND  THE 

NATIONS  NEED. 


Mrs.  Ferguson,  ex-president  of  the 
Women’s  Co-operative  Guild,  most  heartily 
wishes  every  Co-operative  candidate 
success. 

“ To  gain  that  success  every  co-operator 
will  have  to  do  his  or  her  share  in  bringing 
it  about. 

“ Co-operation  has  something  to  give  to 
the  community— a contribution  to  make 
for  the  common  good — and  in  order  to 
give  that  something  we  must  develop  the 
co-operative  political  consciousness. 

“ Jt  is  unthinkable  that  the  real  capacity 
for  service,  the  organising  ability,  the  keen 
brain,  the  alert  trained  mind,  which  have 
helped  to  build  up  the  great  co-operative 
structure,  should  not  be  turned  to  help  in 
the  affairs  of  the  State. 

“ There  never  was  a time  when  tho 
nation  needed  our  help  so  much  as  now. 
The  application  of  co-operative  principles, 
both  national  and  international,  is  the  only 
real  hope  for  future  peace  and  prosperity. 

“ If  co-operators  will  be  true  to  them- 
selves and  their  ideals  all  the  candidates 
will  he  returned.” 


WHEN  ? 


When  will  statesmen  begin  to 
study  the  welfare  of  other  nations 
side  by  side  with  their  own?  When 
will  they  make  it  their  business  to 
understand  other  nations  as  they 
understand  their  own?  When  will 
they  even  begin  to  envisage  Europo 
as  a whole  and  honestly  and  disin- 
terestedly to  study  its  welfare? — 
“ Manohester  Guardian,”  October 
25th. 


Mr.  W.  .Gullacher,  a director  of  the 
S. C.W.S.,  in  sending  his  good  wishes  to 
all  the  Co-operative  candidates  who  are 
carrying  our  standard,  writes:  — 

“The  Coalition  Government  has  fallen 
to  pieces.  Conservatives,  Unionists, 
Liberals,  Independents,  and  otherwise  are 
hopelessly  divided  on  the  great  social  and 
industrial  problems  arising  out  of  the  war, 
but  on  one  supreme  issue  they  aro  united, 
namely,  that  the  present  capitalist  com- 
petitive system  of  greed  and  monopoly 
should  be  continued. 

- “ Competition,  not  co-operation,  private 
interests,  not  public  ownership,  is  their 
basic  principle. 

“This  is  the  fundamental  difference 
between  the  Co-operative  Party  and  tho 
Coalition  of  many  colours.” 


CO-OPERATION  MUST 

REPLACE  COMPETITION. 


ALDERMAN  HAYWARD’S  ADVICE. 


Alderman  Fred  Hayward.  J.P.,  ex-chair- 
man of  the  Central  Board  and  an  ex- 
president of  the  Co-operative  Congress, 
gives  timely  advice  to  the  co-operators  on 
the  electoral  registers. 

“ The  Coalition  Government  claim,”  he 
says,  “ to  have  won  the  war.  If  this  is 
true,  then  it  is  equally  certain  they  have 
lost  the  peace,. 

“ Until  competition  is  replaced  by 
co-operation  in  national  and  international 
affairs  the  present  chaotic  conditions  will 
continue  to  repeat  themselves. 

“At  the  forthcoming  election  you  have 
an  opportunity  of  doing  your  bit  towards 
creating  better  conditions  by  working  and 
voting  for  the  co-operative  candidate.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  wherever  possible 
co-operators  will  carry  their  principles  to 
the  ballot-box,  and  vote  for  the  Co-opera- 
tive candidate.” 


NEVER  SUCH  A FAVOURABLE 
OPPORTUNITY. 

PROFESSOR  HALL  TOUCHES  THE 
SPOT. 

Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  Director  of 
Studies  to  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  a 
Bachelor  of  Commerce,  says  : — 

“ In  view  of  the  position  of  industry  at 
home  and  the  position  of  international 
relationship,  it  is  more  important,  than 
ever  that  there  should  be  returned  to 
Parliament  men  and  women  who  believe  in 
the  principles  of  co-operation  and  are 
anxious  to  have  these  principles  applied. 

“ There  never  was  such  a favourable 
opportunity  for  tho  electors  of  this  country 
to  give  a new  direction  to  national  and 
international  affairs  if  we  are  to  turn  from 
the  sordidness,  jealousy,  rivalry,  and  com- 
petition which  have  reduced  the  world  to 
its  present  condition. 

“The  opportunity  now  presents  itself  to 
the  electors  to  inaugurate  a new  policy  by 
electing  to  Parliament  men  and  womeu 
( , who  stand  for  the  new  order.” 


DIRECT  REPRESENTATION 

IMPERATIVE. 


BY  SIR  WILLIAM  MAXWELL,  K.B.E, 

Sin  William  Maxwell,  the  ex-president 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance 
and  of  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society;  who  carried  the  banner  of  co- 
operation in  a vigorous  Parliamentary 
contest  in  the  Tradeston  Division  of 
Glasgow  in  1900,  puts  the  case  for  Direct 
Representation  in  a greeting  to  the 
Co-operative  candidates  now  lighting  in 
eleven  constituencies. 

“ It  is  now  twenty-five  years,”  writes 
Sir  William,  “ since  I advocated  co-opera- 
tive representation  in  Parliament  at  the 
Perth  Congress. 

“ The  subject  is  more  clamant  to-day, 
when  our  great  expansion  in  production 
and  distribution  has  impinged  on  the 
interest  of  many  who  now  feel  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  try  and  stay  our  further 
progress. 

“ The  interests  of  those  who  oppose  us 
are  carefully  watched  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  our  voice  is  rarely  heard 
because  of  our  own  want  of  interest.  If 
our  movement  is  worth  anything  it  is 
surely  worth  defending,  and  that  by  our 
own  representatives. 

“ What  we  want  is  the  truth  regarding 
our  methods  and  our  objective  to  be  known 
to  all  men,  so  that  this  selfishness  may  be 
curbed  and  the  conditions  of  the  life  of  the 
masses  may  be  enormously  improved. 

“ I wish  you  all  success.” 


CHEAPER  BEER. 


THE  PREMIERS  FIRST  PLEDGE. 


WHY  IT  IS  GIVEN. 


Thk  Conservative  Party,  through  Mr. 
Bonar  Law,  have  already  thrown  ii  sop  to 
Cerberus  in.  the  shape  of  a promise  of 
cheaper  beer  through  a lowering  of  the 
excise  duty — not  through  a lowering  of 
the  brewers’  profits  ns  that  would  affect 
the  party  war  chest. 

Tlie  proffered  bribe  is  an  insult  to  the 
working  classes  who  want  cheaper  food, 
cheaper  clothes,  lower  rents,  and  more 
employment  so  that  they  may  have  lower 
rates  to  pay.  Cheaper  beer  would  no 
doubt  be  welcomed  by  those  who  like  beer, 
but  the  working  classes  should  put  up  a 
fight  for  a reduction  of  the  food  taxes 
before  there  is  any  reduction  of  the  beer 
duty. 

The  reduction  in  the  beer  duty  will  mean 
that  beer  will  cost  the  people  less,  but  it 
is  not  proposed  in  order  to  save  the  money 
of  the  working  people.  It  is  proposed  in 
the  belief  that  more  beer  would  be  con- 
sumed, that  the  brewers  would  be  busier, 
and  that  their  profits  would  be  higher — 
for  the  trade  has  always  been  generous  to 
the  war  chest  of  Mr.  Bonar  Law’s  party. 

While  the  fruit  supply  has  been  plentiful 
recently,  jam  is  a positive  luxury  to  the 
working  people,  because  the  tax  on  sugar 
is  so  excessive  as  to  make  preserves 
expensive.  


Co-operators  should  make  good  use  of 
the  “ Co-operative  News  ” during  the 
General  Election.  Its  timely  articles  on 
political  topics  should  be  the  means  of 
winning  many  votes  for  Co-operative  can- 
didates. 


CHEAP  MUNICIPAL 
HOUSES. 

Who  says  public  authorities 
cannot  compete  successfully  with 
private  enterprise? 

The  Nottingham  Corporation  is 
building  houses  containing  parlour, 
living  room,  scullery,  and  three 
bedrooms  at  a cost  of  £300  each; 
and  the  rents  (exclusive  of  rates) 
have  been  fixed  at  es.  6d.  per  week. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


THE  DISARMING  OF  CAPITALISM. 

CO-OPERATORS  AND  THE  GENERAL  ELECTION. 


By  FRED  BRAMLEY  (Assistant  Secretary,  Trade  Unions  Congress 
General  Council). 


Taking  the  ap- 
proximately fixed 
membership  of  the 
co-operative  move- 
ment at  four  mil- 
lions, and  assuming 
that  most  of  them 
are  heads  of  fami- 
lies representing 
the  average,  family 
of  five  persons,  we 
see  at  once  that  co- 
operation now  re- 
presents-a  substan- 
Mn.  Fucd  Bramt/RY.  tinl  percentage  of 
the  population.  By 
the  extension  of  the  franchise  in  the  direc- 
tion of  a limited  adult  suffrage. 

co-operative  membership  will  represent, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  family  interest, 
no  less  than  eight  million  voters. 

How  should  this  voting  strength  be  utilised? 

Obstructions  to  Go-operation. 

Consider,  in  the  first  place,  the  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  co-operative  development. 

It  is  sometimes  assumed  that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  distributive  side  of  co-operation 
is  mainly  limited  by  the  competition  of  the 
small  private  trader.  If  the  struggle  for 
existence  between  the  co-operative  store  and 
private  enterprise  were  so  limited,  co-opera- 
tors could  be  assured  that  it  is  only  a ques- 
tion of  time  for  the  private  trader  to 
disappear  altogether. 

The  real  obstacle  to  working-class 
co-operation  is  co-operation  of  another 
kind  amongst  the  capitalists.  The 
combine  of  investors  and  business 
supervisors  which  controls  the  mul- 
tiple shops  represents  the  most  power- 
ful obstruction  to  co-operative  develop- 
ment in  the  department  of  distribution. 
The  distributive  combine  is  closely  allied 
to  the  monopolies  which  exercise  control  over 
production,  and  the  influence  exercised  by 
these  interests  under  the  control  of  private 
enterprise  accounts,  to  a very  large  extent, 
for  the  slow  progress  of  co-operation  in 
certain  centres. 

The  alliance  between  productive  and  dis- 
tributive monopoly  is  too  well  known  to  re- 
quire detailed  treatment  in  this  article;  but 
a point  requiring  special  consideration  at 
the  moment  is 

the  political  activity  of  these  combined 
forces  of  reaction  and  capitalist  exploita- 
tion. 

Fortunately,  the  attempts  made  to  treat  co- 
operative societies  in  the  same  way  as 
private  trading  institutions  in  relation  to 
taxation  of  trading  surpluses  have  com- 
pelled the  combines  to  divulge  their  political 
associations. 

The  confederates  of  monopoly  in  the 
House  of  Commons  are  now  very  well 
known.  The  voting  lists  are  open  for  in- 
spection, and  co-operative  voters,  with 
very  little  trouble,  are  able  to  discover 
the  enemies  of  co-operation  who  will  ap- 
pear in  the  constituencies  during  the 
forthcoming  election;  and  if  real  co-opera- 
tors are  prepared  to  use  their  votes  as 
they  spend  their  money,  they  will  vote 
against  capitalism  as  they  spend  against 
it. 

The  Attacks  on  Wage  Standards. 

By  far  the  greatest  blow  delivered  at  co- 
operation during  the  last  twelve  months  is 
the  enormous  reduction  in  the  spending 
power  of  oo-operative  members.  Organised 
capitalism  has  taken  the  lead  in  degrading 
wage  standards,  and 

by  the  end  of  1922  tho  total  reduction  in 
the  wage  bill  will  be  no  less  than 
£12,000,000  per  week, 
or  approximately 
£624,000,000  a year. 

This  rapid  reduction  in  the  wages  bill  has 
had  two  effects  upon  co-operation.  It  has 
reduced  the  purchasing  power  of  co-opera- 
tors and  the  reduction  in  wage  standards 
by  private  enterprise,  leading  to 
intensified  competition  with  the  co-opera- 
tive movement,  has  compelled  co-operative 
societies  to  faoe  the  problem  either  of 
reducing  the  wages  of  their  own  employees 
or  oeaaing  to  survive. 

Those  blows  at  wage  standards  have  been 


struck  by  organised  bodies  of  employers, 
who  have  also  direct  association  with  poli- 
tical parties  and  influences.  In  some  cases, 
reductions  in  wages  may  have  been  legiti- 
mate and  reasonable;  in  other  cases,  it  is 
quite  evident  that 

certain  capitalist  groups  have  utilised  the 
trade  slump  as  an  opportunity  for  degrad- 
ing standards  and  re-establishing  sweated 
labour  in  various  industries. 

Many  of  the  members  of  these  groups  are 
in  Parliament,  and  they  demonstrate  their 
sympathy  for  capitalist  exploitation  almost 
every  time  they  vote.  They,  also,  will  come 
before  the  co-operative  electors. 

Without  considering  the  interests  of 
any  special  party,  the  logic  of  the  situa- 
tion will  compel  genuine  co-operators  to 
protect  their  societies  by  disarming  their 
political  and  economic  loss. 

Education  Restricted. 

The  interests  that  reduce  the  spending 
power  of  .the  wage-earners  also  stands  for 
the  restriction  of  their  educational  oppor- 
tunities. They  recognise  that  ignorance  is 
the  greatest  asset  of  the  exploiter.  We  also 
recognise  that  limited  educational  opportuni- 
ties restrict  the  number  of  potential  co- 
operators.  The  education  departments  of 
the  co-operative  movement  are  a standing 
testimony  to  our  recognition  of  the  value  of 
education,  and  those  who  would  limit  tho 
opportunities  for  mental  and  physical 
development  amongst  the  workers  are 
undoubted  enemies  of  the  co-operative 
movement. 

Societies  will  grow  in  proportion  to  tho 
extent  that  we  increase  the  number  of 
working  men  and  women  who  are  well 
instructed  regarding  the  economio  disad- 
vantages of  the  present  system. 

Those  who  would,  therefore,  keep  the 
workers  in  tho  dark  must  be  recognised  as 
opponents  of  the  growth  of  oo-operation. 
They  should  be  dealt  with  accordingly  dur- 
ing the  next  General  Election.  Their  record 
should  be  examined,  and  every  co-operator 
should  know  how  they  have  been  voting 
since  the  General  Election  of  1918. 
Housing. 

When  the  Coalition  Government  came  into 
power,  they  did  so  on  a promise  to  erect  at 
least  500,000  working-class  dwellings, 
urgently  required  for  the  protection  of  the 
health  of  the  people.  Private  monopoly  has 
prevented  those  houses  from  being  built. 
Ihe  cost  of  land,  the  enormous  increase  in 
the  price  of  building  materials,  and  the  poli- 
tical influence  of  the  speculative  builder  have 
reduced  the  official  housing  programme  to 
176,000.  The  worker  suffers  in  two  ways — 
bad  health  and  higher  rents;  and  as  rents 
go  up  they  represent  a levy  imposed  by 
capitalism,  with  a corresponding  restriction 
on  tho  spending  power  at  the  disposal  of 
co-operation. 

Here  also  co-operation  has  its  enemies. 
These  enemies  are  now  appealing  for 
votes.  Their  record  should  be  remem- 
bered, and  co-operators  should  show,  by 
their  political  aotion,  that  they  are 
against  low  wages,  limited  educational 
opportunities,  and  high  rents,  by  voting 
against  the  monopolist,  whatever  name  he 
may  give  himself  as  a politician. 

The  Capitalist  Attack. 

During  the  Co-operutive  Congress  in 
June,  the  press  representing  capitalist  in- 
terests contained  columns  of  matter  dealing 
with  the  alleged  decline  of  co-operation  in 
membership  and  finance.  The  same  news- 
papers, during  the  Trado  Unions  Congress 
m September  last,  devoted  space  to  a 
generous  extent  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
attention  to  the  fall  in  trado  union  member- 
ship, and  the  alleged  shady  character  of 
trade  union  finance.  On  both  occasions  the 
press  combine  rejoiced. 

The  same  papers,  controlled  by  the  same 
interests,  have  made  attacks  on  both 
working-class  movements  with  the  same 
vigour  and  the  same  unscrupulous 
methods.  They  attempt  to  unite  opposi- 
tion outside  our  movements  and  cause 
disruption  within. 

The  full  force  of  our  united  power  is 
never  used  against  tho  common  enemy.  Tho 
workers  should  vote  all  the  time  to  limit 
the  power, of  those  who  prosper  by  exploiting 
them  as  produoers  and  consumers, 


THE  CAPITAL  LEVY, 

TRUTH  ABOUT  THE  PROPOSAL. 


By  A.  V.  ALEXANDER  (Co-operative  Candidate  for  Hillsborough) 


Co-operative,  as  well  us  Labour,  Parlia- 
mentary candidates  are  committed  to  tho 
policy  of  war  debt  redemption  by  means 
of  a levy  on  capital.  Members  of  other 
parties  are  making  great  play  with  this 
question,  and  all  kinds  of  ludicrous  state- 
ments as  to  the  effect  of  a capital  levy  are 
being  circulated  in  the  press  and  generally. 
For  example,  the  “ Times  Trade  Supple- 
ment ” for  October  21st  argues  in  a very 
subtle  way  that  a capital  levy  means,  in  the 
long  run,  inflation,  and  therefore-decreased 
purchasing  power  for  tho  workers,  and  it 
quotes  Germany  as  an  example.  But  it 
surely  does  not  require  a microscopic  exami- 
nation to  see  that  a capital  levy  can  only 
produce  inflation  if  the  yield  from  the  levy 
is  used  by  the  Government  for  other  pur- 
poses than  debt  redemption,  and  as  a basis 
for  obtaining  further  credit. 

It  is  apparent  even  to  elementary  students 
of  present  national  finance  that  we  cannot 
hope  to  continue  indefinitely  a charge  of 
£340,000,000  as  interest  on  war  debt,  and 
still  effectively  reduce  taxation  without 
seriously  impairing  social  service.  It  is  also 
clear  that  with  falling  prices  the  burden 
becomes  more  onerous.  A reduction  of  the 
rate  of  interest  on  war  debt  would  be,  in 
effect,  a levy  on  capital  on  one  section  only, 
and  would  allow  to  go  scot  free  those  who 
placed  their  money  in  other  profit-making 
investments. 

How  the  Levy  Would  Work. 

It  is  essential,  therefore,  that  electors 
should  know  exactly  how  a capital  levy  could 
and  would  be  operated,  and  its  effect  upon 
national  finance  and  taxation. 

1.  The  levy  would  be  used  solely  for  debt 
redemption,  and  would  be  passed  to  a sepa- 
rate account  not  forming  part  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  out  of  which  general  expenditure 
is  met. 

2.  The  levy  would  be  graduated.  Unless 
this  were  so,  the  effect  would  be  to  shift 
taxation  from  the  rich  to  the' less  rich.  The 
scale  of  graduation  is  a matter  for  discussion 
and  arrangement,  but  the  following  is  the 
suggestion  of  the  Labour  Party:  — 


Individual 

Amount 

% of  liia 

Capital  not 

of 

Total 

Exceeding 

Levy. 

Fortune, 

£5,000 

...  — 

...  — 

£6,000 

£50 

...  1.2 

£8,000 

£250 

...  3.2 

£10,000 

£550 

...  5.5 

£15,000 

£1,550 

...  10.3 

£20,000 

£2,800 

...  14.0 

£30,000 

£5,800 

...  19.3 

£50,000 

...  £12,800 

...  25.6 

£100,000 

...  £32,800 

...  32.8 

£200^000 

— £77,800 

...  38.9 

£500,000 

...  £227,800 

...  45.6 

£1,000,000 

...  £502,800 

...  50.3 

3.  The  levy  would  be  charged  upon  the 
individual,  to  avoid  unfair  incidence  in  the 
case  of  small  shareholders,  and  payments 
arranged  in  tho  manner  most  convenient  to 
the  individual. 

4.  Where  the  individual  possesses  War 
Loan  or  other  National  Debt  not  specifically 
used  in  his  business,  the  levy  would.be  paid 
at  once  by  surrender  of  the  due  amount  of 
War  Loan.  Where  the  individual  possesses 
“ approved”  securities,  he  may  at  liis  own 
option  (a)  transfer  the  necessary  amount  to 
pay  the  levy  at  once;  (b)  submit  them  as 
security  for  payment  in  arranged  instal- 
ments; or  (c)  furnish  a bank  guarantee  for 
payment  of  tho  instalments. 

5.  Convenient  arrangements  would  bo 
made  for  individuals  owning  other  classes 
of  shares  or  property,  or  whose  assets  are 
employed  in  a private  business,  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  appropriate  levy  in  instal- 
ments yearly,  in  equal  amounts  up  to  ten 
years. 

6.  The  levy  might  be  arranged  so  as  to 
produce  a total  sum  of  £2,500,000,000,  and 
the  rates  so  fixed  that  every  individual  with 
a total  wealth  below  £10,000  would  pay  less 
in  income  tax  and  levy  instalment  than  he 
would  have  paid  in  income  tax  had  the  levy 
not  been  imposed.  In  other  words,  the  levy 
would  be  accompanied  by  a reduction  in  the 
income  tax.  It  is  estimated  that  tho  effect 
of  this  would  be  that  private  businesses 
with  capital  up  to  about  £20,000  would  pay 
less  in  income  tax,  plus  levy  instalments, 
than  they  would  otherwise  pay  in  income 
tax  alone,  and  after  the  levy  is  paid  they 
would  save  largely  in  their  taxation.  The 
general  effect  of  the  levy  would  be  to  free 
capital  for  investment  in  industry,  and  to 
lower  the  general  rate  of  interest. 


7.  Those  persons  paying  the  Iery 
in  War  Loan,  &o.,  would 
receive  the  bcneSt  of  substantial  1 
reduction- 

It  is  contended,  therefore,  that  a lew 
capital  is  the  only  practical  wav  0f  n7 
ciably  reducing,  at  an  early  date  tetk  if 
and  taxation. 

Consider  the  Alternative. 

The  continuance  of  the  debt 
annual  transfer  of  wealth  from  tho  * 
payer  to  holders  of  War  Loan.  To  a g**! 
extent,  War  Loan  is  held  by  comparJB 
wealthy  people.  War  Savings  Certificate, 
the  only  kind  of  War  Loan  generally  held 
by  people  of  small  means,  amount  to  no 
more  than  4 per  cent,  of  the  total  debt 
In  1920-1921,  taxes  on  food,  beer,  spirit/ 
tobacco,  entertainments,  with  income  tax  on 
wage  earners  and  small  incomes,  yielded  not 
less  than  £262,000,000,  one-third  of 
was  spent  on  debt  interest.  A result  of  the 
continuance  of  the  debt,  therefore,  is  to  fulfil 
once  more  J.  Stuart  Mill's  declaration  tha£ 
war  always  makes  the  rich  richer  and  the 
poor  poorer. 

Further,  the  taxation  required  to  nieeii 
debt  interest  forms  a very  severe  handicap 
to  enterprise  and  a harrier  to  the  revival  of 
trade  and  employment. 

But  that  is  not  all.  The  consequent  diffi- 
culty in  balancing  the  Budget  results  in  a 
violent  attack  on  expenditure  on  social  ser- 
vices, and  a sinister  part  of  the  programme 
foreshadowed  for  the  Bonnr  Law  Cabinet  is 
more  “ economy  ” in  these  directions.  Any 
plan  for  reducing  taxation  is  welcome  iff 
them  which  does  not  place  the  burden  on' 
those  who  profiteered  out  of  the  nation's 
dire  extremity,  and  which  holds  sacred  all 
vested  interests. 

It  is  time  the  people  realised  the  truth 
of  the  position.  They  must  fight  when 
ordered  to  do  so,  and  they  must  gay,  not 
only  in  blood  and  anguish  in  war,  but  in 
privation,  misery,  and  oppression  for  tho 
cost  of  the  war. 

They  are  t-o  have  now  an  opportunity  of 
choosing  different  conditions.  Now  is  the 
time,  and  now  the  day  of  their  salvation, 
if  they  will  ohoose  wisely  on  November  15th, 


THE  PEOPLE’S  VOTE. 

A vote  is  a sword 

In  the  hands  of  the  people; 

Is  a song,  a high  word, 

Pealed  from  turret  and  steeple; 

Is  a strength  for  the  hands 
Of  Faith  or  of  Faction, 

For  the  League  of  all  lands 
Or  for  War’s  red  reaction. 

Our  fortunes  we  make, 

Hold  our  own  fate  in  tether: 

Who  shall  bend  us  or  break 
If  our  ranks  keep  together,— 

If  we  vote  with  one  will 
(For  the  will’s  the  deed's  mother); 

If  the  People’s  voice  still 
Be  God’s,  and  no  other? 

Co-oporate,  then, 

Competing  no  longer: 

Up,  women  and  men, 

That  your  strength  be  yet  stronger1 
Vote  with  one  will,  one  word, 

By  one  inspiration, 

That  your  vote  be  your  sword, 

And  work  out  your  salvation! 

_S.  Gehtrcde  Ford- 


THIS  SUBJECT  WILL  ARISE. 

Traders’  organisations  complain 
operators  do  not  pay  income  tax  on 
profits — meaning  their  dividends. 

These  organisations  represent  ou 
in  trade.  . .. . „0blIo 

When  they  are  appealing  to  tn *j(|o0d 
for  custom,  they  assert  that  the 
is  not  profit,  and  is  no  benefit  to  J 
chaser,  but  simply  a refund  ot  P*  , 
overcharge  made  at  the  time  of  Pu  (flry 
When  they  are  coaching  that 

candidates  on  the  subject,  thev  ‘V.  0fits," 
tho  snme  dividends  are  real  v 
which  should  be  taxed. 

They  cannot  have  it  both  ways-,,  g-^-ted 
Dividend  is  simply  a “ saving 
by  members  of  the  societies  wn  jetting 
to  do  things  for  themselves  inste 
other  people  do  these  things  ^ 0f  co- 
Dividend  returned  to  roemi her  ^ 
operative  societies,  or  credity  n0  more 
the  end  of  the  balancing  Ptr‘  ’ fc  given  oB 
LnTnhta  “ inenme  ” than  disco 
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j A Business  Man's  Notebook. 

i By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C.  (Labour  Candidate  for  Romford). 

zpooaaoc 


Big  Business's  Election  Cry. 

Tne  big  interests  which  oppose  tho  co-opera- 
tive movement  are  precisely  tho  same  as  those 
fhich  oppose  the  Labour  Party  in  politics, 
L,  for  inui'h  ( lie  same  reason,  viz. : that  ( hey 
Ihink  that  (lie  success  of  both  movements 
^ould  jeopardise  their  own  profits.  In  the 
present  general  election,  however  much  the 
Conservatives  and  the  National  Liberals  may 
,ppcar  to  differ,  they  give  each  other  the  most 
{satisfactory  assurances  with  regard  to  opposing 
the  levy  on  capital  and  any  attempt  at  public 
ownership,  or  “ nationalisation  ” as  they 
j prefer  to  eall  it.  For  my  own  part,  I am  con- 
vinced that  there  will  be  no  industrial  peace 
in  this  country  until  the  coal  mining  industry 
b nationally  owned  (and  the  Co-operative 
Party  and  tho  Co-operative  Congress  have 
loth  declared  for  this) ; but,  placing  private 
hforc  public  interest,  “ big  business  ” is 
determined  to  prevent  any  solution  which 
vronld  reduce  its  control  over  trade,  and 
RSordingly,  every  phase  of  public  ownership 
I distorted  and  maligned. 

A Recent  Blue  Book. 

i A fortnight  ago  a Blue  Book  was  issued, 
pring  the  balance  sheets  as  at  March  31st, 
1921,  of  Government  trading  undertakings. 
In  the  press  generally,  only  those  few  instances 
in  which  losses  were  shown  were  quoted  ; the 
rases  of  profit  or  public  benefit  were  not 
mentioned,  and  the  public  is  left  under  the 
impression  that  every  tiling  publicly  owned  is 
mismanivj  d ; the  fact  that  this  discredits 
both  the  governing  class  itself  and  the  splendid 
body  of  civil  servants  the  nation  possesses  is 
calmly  ignored. 

Not  one  poison  in  a hundred  thousand  will 
ever  see  tin-  Blue  Book  referred  to,  but  if  the 
reader  were  to  study  its  pages,  he  or  she  would 
be  astonished  to  find  the  number  of  cases  of 
monetary  profit  and,  much  more  important, 
of  public  benefit.  The  State  during  the 
*ar  went  in  for  the  coasting  trade,  and 
made  a profit  of  £1,647,009.  Tho  Food 
Ministry  operated  its  own  insurance  fund, 
crediting  it  with  premiums  at  commercial 
rates  and  debiting  all  losses.  Result, 
quoting  the  report  of  the  Auditor  General: 
"A  profit  to  tho  department,  which  would 
otherwise  have  accrued  to  the  under- 
•rilers,  of  £10,500,000.”  The  War  Risks 
Insurance  Department  not  only  brought 
down  the  general  level  of  premiums,  but 
onded  up  with  a profit  of  £20,729,954. 
f hx  growing  showed  a loss  of  £27,333; 
tot  in  the  previous  year  there  was  a profit 
W £60,388. 

Many  a company'  now  shows  losses  against 
Previous  profits,  and  the  embittered  business 
man  may  say  that  it  is  largely  due  to  the 
wvemment  we  have  had;  and  I will  not 
deny  it ! 

Serv,ce  Or  Monetary  Profit? 

fn  bringing  forward  these  cases  o£  monetary 
1 on  Publicly  owned  undertakings,  one 
8 Wopling  for  the  moment  the  standard  of 
KTcni(Id  adopted  by  its  opponents— a 
l Tk  r<-  generally,  would  place 

'"in,  a Lister,  and  a Thomas  ITardy 
. °C,  , ou’  the  level  of  a successful  distiller 
ii.  kmf-ker.  The  Blue  Book  itself  states 
^ * ie  aim  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  to 
. out  the  work  entrusted  to  it,  including 
loning,  without  cost  to  the  taxpayer,  but 
Wieci"  • aDy  .('onsi(1erablc  profit.  The 
keen  W'th  wh'ch  was  formed  was  to 

cutiirt tl0Wn  the  cost  of  f00d  and  Prevcnt 
Uiom  6 Speculators  from  creating  artificial 
ti».!ees  and  inf,ated  Prices.  Its  turnover 
the  £1  200,000,000,  and  taking  all 
rtsuirr°fi,S  and  ,osses  toeether  the  net 
ttnt  ,^as  a Profil  of  one-half  of  one  per 
her  t10S‘  per  f100>  °n  the  entire  turn- 

^den  Successes. 

State  trading  undertaking  finished  its 
™tl0"8  a>  a net  profit  of  £5  0s.  9d.  How 
^ h blinds,  until  one  realises  that  behind 
^ [K-tty  item  lies  the  re-stocking  of  British 
u Italian  and  Dutch  bees  immune 
U tlio  dreaded  Isle  of  Wight  disease,  the 
ho-l  °*  ^ffriculture  luiving  imported  tliou- 
hon6s  of  queens.  Little  money,  but  more 

Either  6ven  '*  does  meet  w'tfl  the 
^ ‘^  contempt  of  the  army  contractor, 
lift-  queries’  Department  “wasted” 
tbe  t l0  nation’s  money  on  purifying 
^blert'  ♦ Cl  1,cds  of  Conway.  True,  it 
l«li0  ,he  fishermen  to  procure  for  the 
Ihd  i.  0me  five  thousand  pounds  worth  of 
at  would  otherwise  have  been  unfit 


for  consumption,  but  a commercial  balance 
sheet  has  J j place  for  such  items.  A State 
department  also  tackled  tho  oyster  limpet  and 
turned  him  to  commercial  use  by  grinding 
him  up  to  prqvido  sholl  grit  for  chickens.  As 
a result,  several  private  firms  have  taken  up 
the  sale  of  this  new  article,  so  the  State  factory 
is  to  be  sold  and  tho  workers  dismissed. 

A Policy  of  Forced  Sales. 

Such  monotary  losses  as  there  arc  wero 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  tho  late  Govorn- 
mont  insisted  upon  a policy  of  forced  sales. 
It  appeare  that  the  national  kitchens  wore 
run  at  a profit,  but  the  hasty  sale  of  these 
undertakings  resulted  in  a loss  of  £8,209,  lor, 
in  the  words  of  the  report,  “ in  the  short 
period’  of  two  j'cars  sufficient  reserves  could 
not  bb  created  out  of  profits  to  cover  the  loss 
on  a forced  realisation  of  assets.”  But  an 
even  loss  creditable  cause  of  such  losses  as  wero 
incurred  is  revealed  by  the  report.  Time  and 
again  it  is  shown  that  persons,  syndicates, 
and  companies,  which  purchased  the  assets 
which  the  Government  pushed  for  sale, 
defaulted  in  their  payments,  and  thus 
turned  what  would  have  been  a profit  into 
a loss.  Government  stocks  of  timber  were 
sold  to  a company  for  about  £5,000,000, 
which  would  have  shown  a profit  of 
£1,562,042,  but  “ owing  to  tho  serious 
fall  in  prices  the  company  was  unable  to 
carry  out  its  contracts.” 

Under  the  heading  of  “ National  Waste 
Products  ” (which  does  not  refer  to  members 
of  the  late  Coalition  Cabinet)  one  learns  that 
“ the  purchaser  of  the  bulk  of  tho  material 
has  defaulted  ” ; and  so  it  goes  on.  On 
precisely  the  same  day  that  the  newspapers 
contained  their  characteristic  comments 
upon  the  “ Muddle  of  State  Trading  ” 
they  published  evidence  in  a case  which 
showed  that  the  managing  director  of  an 
insurance  company  had  been  permitted  to 
borrow  from  the  company  for  his  own 
purposes  something  like  £100,000;  another 
important  insurance  company  bad  to 
announce  an  actuarial  deficit,  and  a state- 
ment was  published  with  regard  to  the 
liquidation  of  the  unfortunate  Charing 
Cross  Bank. 

To  endeavour  to  prove  from  these  instances 
that  private  enterprise  is  rotten  to  tho  coro 
would  be  absurd  and  grossly  unfair — as 
dishonest  in  fact,  as  the  action  of  those  who 
report  only  such  cases  of  public  ownership  as 
can  be  made  to  look  failures. 

The  other  day,  in  opening  the  new  Port  of 
London  Authority  building,  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
took  credit  for  the  pieco  of  work  it  symbolised, 
but  did  not  emphasise  the  fact  that  this  was  a 
great  and  successful  piece  ot  public  ownership, 
brought  about  by  the  ex-Prime  Minister,  on 
the  complete  breakdown  of  private  enterprise 
in  the  dock  service  of  lire  Metropolis. 


[Continued  from  fourth  column.] 

of  view,  described  how  time  after  time  he 
had  applied  for  other  posts  under  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society,  but  lie  had 
finally  followed  the  advice  to  stick  to 
Balloon-street.  He  recalled,  old  associates 
who  were  at  tho  Wholesale  when  lie  joined 
the  staff — Mr.  Openshaw  among  them,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Wood  and  those  who  came 
shortly  afterwards,  including  Mr.  Goodwin 
and  Mr.  Yates — and  gave  tho  audience 
some  (Interesting  sidelights  of  the  Whole- 
sale as  it  was  when  he  himself  did  all  the 
drapery  business.  Referring  to  the  figures 
quoted  by  the  chairman,  he  asked  the 
company  to  rid  themselves  of  any  idea  that 
“ I alone  did  it.”  Ho  was  not  vain  enough 
to  think  that,  but  lie  had  been  closely  asso- 
ciated with  those  great  changes,  lie  had 
done  liis  best,  and  the  results  bad  given 
a real  pleasure  to  him.  Talking  of  the 
troubles  of  the  society,  which  lie  believed 
were  passing  away,  lie  said  there  was  a big 
future  in  store  if  they  would  all  work 
together  for  that  end.  ile  paid  a tributo 
to  the  heads  of  departments  and  to  their 
readiness  and  willingness  to  do  anything 
he  asked  them  to  do,  even  when  it  had  to 
ho  done  in  time  that  ought  to  be  their  own, 
and  ho  took  that  opportunity  of  thanking 
them,  as  lie  also  thanked  the  directors,  for 
their  kindly  gifts  to  him  that  evening  and 
tho  honour  paid  to  him. 

The  Chairman,  in  an  exceptionally  grace- 
ful speech,  made  reference  to  the  presence 
off  Miss  Brodrick,  who,  since  her  mother’s 
death,  had  been  the  helpmate  of  her- 
father,  and  in  recognition  of  her  contribu- 
tion to  the  success  of  Sir  Thomas  ho  asked 
her  to  accept  a gift  of  a handsome  brooch, 
which  she  blushingly  did. 

Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  on  behalf  of  tho 
Scottish  Wholesale  directors  paid  his 
tribute  of  appreciation  to  S>ir  Thomas, 
whose  good  qualities  lie  eloquently  praised! 
and  concluded  with  the  wish  that  he  and 
his  family  might  still  havo  a happy  future 
h.'foro  them. 


FIFTY  YEARS’  OUTSTANDING  SERVICE 

SIR  THOMAS  BRODRICK'S  RECORD. 

C.W.S.  DIRECTORS  HONOUR  THE  SECRETARY. 


Thf,iie  was  “old  age”  but  no  “crabbed 
youth  ” in  the  C.W.S.  Dining  Room,  at 
Manchester,  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  when 
Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  was  a guest  of 
honour  at  a dinner  arranged  by  tile  direc- 
tors to  celebrate  liis  fiftieth  anniversary  in 
the  service  of  the  society.  Sir  Thomas  was 
not  the  only  guest  of  honour ; for  with  him 
were  his  daughter  (Miss  Bessie  Brodrick) 
and  his  son  (Mr.  Dick  Brodrick).  Present 
wero  all  the  directors  except  one  or  two 
abroad  on  deputation.  Mr.  King  wired  his 
congratulations  and  good  wishes.  There 
was  a phalanx  of  ex-directors — Mr.  Shotton. 
Mr.  Isaac  Mort,  Mr.  Duncan  MTiH’es,  and 
Mr.  Killon — and  Mr.  Elsey,  who  was  unable 
to  lie  present,  telegraphed  liis  regret  and 
congratulations  to  Sir  Thomas.  Among  the 
auditors  and  ex-auditors  was  Mr.  Thomas 
M ood.  The  chief  heads  of  departments- 
clerical,  productive,  and  distributive — were 
among  tile  company,  including  Mr.  Open- 
sliaw,  whose  jubilee  wa.g  oelebr.ated  a few 
months  ago,  and  Mr.  Goodwin,  the  leader  of 
the  coming  contingent  of  jubilarians  An- 
other interesting  guest  was  Mr.  Robert 
Macintosh,  who  has  now  completed  fifty-one 
years  in  the  service  icf  tlie  S.C.W.S.,  and 
was  accompanied  by  his  president  (Mr. 
Robert  Stewart).  Outside  the  limited 
Wholesale  circle — within  which  must  be  in- 
cluded tile  two  last  mentioned — the  only 
guests  were  the  general  secretary  of  the 
Co-operative  Union  and  the . editor  .of  the 
“ Co-operative  News.” 

Mr.  George  Haylmrst  presided  in  the  most 
genial  of  mrods  which  infected  the  company, 
while  his  effort  was  stimulated  by  the  unique 
service  of  the  catering  staff. 

“The  King,”  proposed  from  the  chair, 
was  honoured  in  traditional  style,  and  the 
taps  of  oratory  and  music  were  turned  on. 

A quartette  from  the  C.W.Sfc  Male  Voice 
Choir,  comprising  Messrs.  Granville  Taylor, 
Mr.  Harold  Annitage,  Mr.  Francis 
Monaghan,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Nightingale, 
sang  some  delightful  numbers  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  Air.  Norman  Roberts.  Messrs. 
Armstrong,  Auty,  and  Kay,  of  the  C.W.S. 
Orchestra,  fresh  from  the  Blackpool  Festival 
where  they  won  the  first  prize,  treated  tho 
company  to  their  winning  selection — two 
moveinehts  from  Mendelssohn — on  the  piano, 
violin,  and  ’cello.  The  music  gave  the 
directors  and  “ heads  ” additional  pride  in 
their  staff. 

The  Gifts. 

The  gifts  to  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  com- 
prise a portrait  in  oils  not  yet  completed. 
The  gifts  ✓actually  presented  comprised  a 
chaste  silver  tea  and  coffee  service  on  a 
solid  silver  salver,  and  an  illuminated 
address.  The  salver  bore  the  inscription  : 

“ Presented  to  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick,  J.P., 
by  the  directors  of  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society  Ltd.,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  service  with  the 
society,  1872-1922.”  The  address  and  the 
casket  marked  what  might  be  described  as 
new  departures  in  co-operative  art.  The 
casket,  produced  at  Broughton,  was  a 
choice  piece  of  workmanship  in  real  ebony 
inlaid  with  dull  silver.  The  silver  orna- 
mentation oil  the  front  consisted  of  a 
border  in  leaf  pattern  with  M T.  B.” 
engraved  in  monogram  on  n centre  medal- 
lion. A medallion  on  the  lid  displayed  the 
knight's  arms.  The  casket,  in  renaissance 
style,  was  designed  to  symbolise  the 
strength,  reliability,  and  charm  which  Sir 
Thomas  has  brought  to  his  fifty  years’ 
service.  The  address  itself  was  engrossed 
on  vellum  and  attached  to  a roller  with 
tassels  and  placed  in  the  casket.  The 
central  feature  at  the  head  of  tho  design 
was  a portrait  of  Sir  Thomas.  The  back- 
ground was  richly  illuminated  in  gold  and 
colours.  At  the  side  is  a view  in  colour  of 
the  first  premises  built  by  the  C.W.S., 
whilst  the  central  premises  occupy  the 
base.  The  whole  is  connected  with  an 
elaborate  border  with  various  motives  and 
emblems.  Tho  text  is  completed  by  the 
signatures  of  the  thirty-two  directors,-  and 
the  whole  work  was  executed  at  the  Long- 
sight  works  of  the  C.W.S. 

In  the  address  the  directors  attributed 
the  position  of  Sir  Thomas  to  his  “ unfail- 
ing devotion  to  the  society  ” which  had 
characterised  the  fifty  years’  service  Sir 
Thomas  had  rendered  to  the’  society.  His 
position — “ the  highest  position  in  the 
ranks  of  the  society’s  numerous  em- 
ployees ” — tjie  directors  attributed  to  his 
“outstanding  ability  in  conjunction  with 
wisdom  and  reliable  judgment,”  and  they 
felt  that,  in  their  tribute,  they  also 
expressed  “ the  approval  and  goodwill  of 
all  who  have  been  intimate  with  vour 
capable  work,  or  have  had  the  benefit  of  j 
y6uf  practical  aid  ' eyriifcathetio'  aid, 


nationally  and  internationally.”  His 
knighthood  was  also  referred  to  “ as  a 
gracious  compliment  ” to  the  movement. 

Miss  Brodrick’s  gift  ’ was  a platinum 
brooch  set  with  a solitary  diamond  of  ex- 
quisite beauty.  Engraved  on  the  brooch, 
in  microscopic  lettering,  was  a suitable 
inscription. 

Congratulatory  Speeches. 

The  Chairman,  after  welcoming  the  old 
colleagues  of  the  directors,  congratulated  Sir 
Thomas  very  heartily  on  his  unique  record 
and  upon  the  place  he  held  in  their  affec- 
tions. Proceeding  to  review  the  past  fifty 
years,  the  Chairman  pointed  out  that  then 
they  had  only  235  societies  in  the  Wliolesale 
and  they  had  now  1,199.  Their  capital  was 
only  £52,000  fifty  years  ago,  and  it  was  now 
£8,442,000.  During  the  fifty  years,  too, 
tho  value  of  the  land  and  buildings  and  fix- 
tures of  tlie  society  had  risen  from  £7,204 
to  about  £10,000,000,  and  the  sales  from 
£758,000  to  about  £70.000,000.  The  value 
of  Co-operative  Wholesale  production^  had 
risen  from  nil  to  £22,000,000.  The  great 
hank  had  also  come  into  existence  with  its 
turnover  of  £519,000,000. 

Mr.  Thorpe,  in, making  the  presentation, 
said  there  must  be  something  above  the 
average  in  a youth  who  joined  a clerical  staff 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  became  its  head 
in  the  course  of  a comparatively  few  years. 
That  “something”  was  further' shown  in 
the  capacity  to  organise  an  ever-increasing 
number  of  men  into  » system  where  liability 
to  human  error  is  reduced  to  its  lowest  mini- 
mum, or  when  error  does  occur,  its  detec- 
tion becomes  an  immediate  probability.  If 
that  “ sometliing  ” gathers  experience  and 
wisdom  from  its  many  associations,  and  be- 
comes a vigorous  adaptability,  that  “■  some- 
thing ” is  of  priceless  value  to  its  possessor 
and  an  infinite  asset  in  guiding  and  shaping 
the  destinies  of  men.  (Applause.)  For 
over  thirty  years  he  had  listened  to  the 
answers  Sir  Thomas  had  given  to  questions 
addressed  to  him  from  the  various  platforms 
of  the  Wholesale,  and  for  twenty-four  of 
those  years  they  had  been  in  the  committee 
room  together.  He  had  come  to  the-  definite 
conclusion  that  the  mind  of  Sir  Thomas  was 
“ X-Rays  ” in  seeing  the  essence  of  a ques- 
tion and  Lacedaemonian  in  answering  one; 
the  first  indicated  a valuable  quality  of 
sight,  and  the  other  quality  tended  to  close 
up  evek\v  avenue  to  further  questions  being 
put  on  the  same  subject.  (Laughter  and 
applause;) 

Valuable  Asset.  ^ 

Sir  Thomas  (he  proceeded)  whs  a keen 
student  of  human  nature.  Ho  had  kept 
out  of  the  glare  of  the  limelight ; that  was  a 
tribute  to  his  modesty  and  a source  of  plea- 
sure to  his  many  friends.  Mr.  Thorpe  pro- 
ceeded to  praise  Sir  Thomas  for  his  delibera- 
tion and  his  caution.  The  combination  of 
these  qualities,  with  his  tact,  had  made  Sir 
Thomas  a valuable  asset.  “ In  1884,”  con-  _ 
tiuued  Mr.  Thorpe,  “ you  became  the  ac- 
countant oj  the  society  and  its  secretary  at 
the  same  time.  That  represents  a period 
of  thirty-eight  years.  During  the  whole  of 
that  time  I have  never  heard,  either  pub- 
licly or  privately,  the  faintest  whisper 
against  your  sincerity  in  the  motives  that 
havo  prompted  you.”  (Loud  applause.) 
After  referring  to  the  policy  of  creating  re- 
serves— “ consolidation  at  every  point  of  the 
operations  of  the  society  ” — pursued  by  Sir 
Thomas,  and  his  constant  anxiety  for  tho 
honour  of  the  society  in  all  its  trading  rela- 
tionships, and  the  equitable  discharge  of  all 
its  obligations,  Mr.  Thorpe  concluded  : “ It 
is  lor  tlie  services  you  have  rendered  and  for 
your  long  and  honourable  connection  with 
tho  society  that  I ask  you  to  accept  these 
beautiful  presents  and  illuminated  address 
as  a. token  of  respect  and  affection  in  which 
you  are  held  by  all  co-operators  in  this 
country  and  throughout  tho  world.”  (Loud 
applause.) 

Mr.  Lander  said  ho  had  been  in  touch  with 
Sir  Thomas  for  over  thirty  years.  His 
caution  was  proverbial,  and  Sir  Thomas  had 
the  characteristic  of  not  speaking  out  of  liis 
place.  That  had  been  a very  wise  thing,  and 
it  might  be  better  “ if  some  of  us  ” adopted 
that  virtue.  (Loud  laughter.)  Mr.  Lander 
proceeded  in  a reminiscent  vein  to  recall  old 
times  and  tlie  vicissitudes  the  society  had 
passed  through,  and  paid  a tribute  to  Sir 
Thomas  for  his  share  in  tho  building  up  of 
the  institution  for  which  great  credit  wo* 
due. 

Mr.  Wilkins  (vice-president  of  the 
society)  added  his  tribute,  and  assured 
those  present  that  it  was  no  mere  lip  ser- 
vile that  they  were  paying  to  Sir  Thomas 
that  evening,  but  that  their  expressions 
wero  expressions  of  heartfelt  admiration 
for  Sir  Thomas  Brodrick. 

Sir  Thomas  Brodrick,  in  a speech  of  con- 
siderable interest  from  a reminiscent  point 

[Continued  at  foot  of  seoond  column.] 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


CO  OPERATION  ATTACKED  ALL 

OVER  EUROPE. 


MILLIONS  OF  POUNDS  DAMAGE  DONE. 


THE  URGENT  NEED  FOR  POLITICAL  PROTECTION. 


FROM  OUR  OWN  INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANCE. 


The  Co-operative  Movement  throughout  Europe  is  suffering  attacks  from  enemies 
military  or  economic.  The  only  working-class  organisation  in  the  world  that  is  really 
iceU  and  efficiently  organised  on  the  lines  of  true  economic  freedom  for  the  common 
interest , it  is  especially  singled  out  for  disintegration  and  destruction  by  the  forces  of 
individualism.  Millions  of  money,  representing  the  thrift  and  the  industry  of  hard 
workers,  have  been  wasted  through  the  wanton  destruction  of  co-operative  enter- 
prises, as  summarised  below.  Hence  the  question  of  political  protection  which  the 
co-opcrators  of  Great  Britain  are  endeavouring  to  solve  at  the  poll  during  the  coming 
General  Parliamentary  Election. 


GALICIA. 

POLISH  OPPRESSION 

LEADS  TO  UKRAINIAN  REVOLT. 

One  of  tho  wretched  legacies  of  the  Lloyd 
George  Government  is  Eastern  Galicia,  a con- 
siderable territory  where  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  five-million  population  is 
Ukrainian. 

The  latest  is  that  the  Ukrainians  themselves 
have  taken  action,  rising  in  revolt  against  the 
oppression  of  the  Poles.  The  unsettled  state 
existing  since  the  war  has  led  to  great  destruc- 
tion of  property,  in  which  the  co-operative 
movement  has  suffered  a severe  set-back  owing 
to  the  very  serious  losses  of  societies. 

A resolution  of  protest  against  the  persecu- 
tion of  the  Ukrainians  by  the  Polish  military 
forces  was  unanimously  passed  by  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance  Congress  at 
Basle  last  year. 


ing  most  serious  reflection  on  the  lalo 
Government  of  Italy  : “ Our  complaints  to  the 
King’s  Prefects  and  our  protests  to  the  Pre- 
fectures and  tho  Government  receive  no 
attention.  All  tho  executive  organs  of  tho 
State — from  the  Royal  Guards  to  the  Cara- 
binieri, Tribunals,  and  Courts  of  Justice — show 
themselves,  in  fact,  to  be  the  accomplices  and 
partisans  of  the  most  odious  acts  of  violence 
of  the  Fascists.  In  many  localities  the 
authorities  of  public  safety,  under  the  pretext 
of  preventing  conflicts,  search  the  co-operative 
premises,  which  shortly  after  are  attacked  and 
devastated  by  the  Fascists.” 

GEORGIA. 

LIBERTY  IS  UNKNOWN. 

CRUSHED  BY  SOVIETS. 

The  young,  vigorous  Republic  of  Georgia 
has  fallen  under  the  bnn^of  the  Communists. 
Here  two-thirds  of  the  population — some 


to  protest  against  the  interference  with  the 
liberty  of  co-operative  societies  by  the  Hun- 
garian Government,  and  against  the  acts  of 


Dispatch  Department  Aetep.  the 
Fascist  Visit. 


violence,  under  pretence  of  fighting  a„a- 
Communists  committed  by  the  reactio  ^ 
government  on  all  assemblies,  political' 
unionist,  and  co-operative,  by  exiling  the‘° 
leaders. 

GERMANY  AND  AUSTRIA. 

TOWARDS  BANKRUPTCY. 

STRANGLEHOLD  OF  REPARATIONS 

The  German-speaking  co-operators  are  lo^. 
ing  eagerly  to  Britain  to  see  what  success 
attends  the  efforts  of  co-operators  to  enter 
Parliament,  for  as  things  are  the  once  great 
Empire  is  going  headlong  to  bankruptcy,  being 
pushed  forward  by  the  so-called  " Peace’* 
Treaty. 

One  fact  outstanding  is  that  the  national 
burden  of  reparations  is  strangling  what  was 
one  of  the  most  virile  of  co-operative  move- 
ments. The  greatest  pessimism  prevails  in 
botli  Germany  and  Austria. 

“ The  mass  of  our  members  and  their  leaders 
are  seized  with  dismay:  they  can  expect 
nothing  more  than  a miracle — which  certainly 
will  not  happen.  The  one  thing  certain  is 
disaster  ” — so  inns  the  official  organ  of  the 
movement  in  Germany. 


Store  Burnt  Out  by  Fascisti.  Note  the  statue  of  the  boxer  on  the 
right,  standing  unmolested  in  the  attitude  of  defence. 


ITALY. 

UNDER  THE  “BLACK  SHIRTS.” 

TRAIL  OF  FIRE  AND  MURDER. 

The  classic  home  of  art,  poetry,  and  beauty> 
for  the  past  year  or  two,  has  been  terrorised  by 
a band  of  ultra-patriots,  mostly  ex-soldiers. 
The  report  of  their  doings,  as  submitted  to  the 
I.C.A.  Congress  at  Basle  last  year,  was  such 
that  the  delegates  were  moved  to  protest 
against  “ acts  of  brutality,  violence,  and 
devastation  committed  in  Italy  by  hordes  of 
people  paid  by  capitalists,  with  the  con- 
nivance of  the  police,  upon  co-operative 
institutions,  whose  employees  had  been  killed, 
wounded,  and  chased  from  their  offices.” 

Since  then  matters  have  gone  from  bad  to 
worse.  Tho  Fascisti,  as  they  call  themselves 
because  they  stand  for  “ law  and  order,”  have 
increased  in  numbers  and  power ; and  their 
persistent  attacks  on  the  co-operative  move* 
ment  in  Italy,  encroachments,  acts  of  violence, 
massacre  of  hundreds  of  the.  best  co-operators, 
the  burning  of  property,  devastation,  and 
pillage  experienced  in  nearly  all  the  provinces, 
with  the  largo  number  of  wounded  and  refugees, 
has  led  to  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance  deciding  to  send  over  a commission  of 
investigation. 

Our  information  direct  from  the  co-opera- 
tive headquarters  in  Italy  contains  tho  follow 


two-and-a-half  millions — were  co-operators, 
and  then  came  the  army  of  the  Soviets,  a 
precious  advertisement  of  their  profession  of 
liberty  and  freedom  ! 

What  has  happened  since  ? “ There  is  not 
a day  passes  when  they  do  not  throw  into 
prison  directors,  officials,  or  employees  of 
co-operative  societies,”  says  M.  Victor  Serwy, 
the  Belgian  investigator  on  the  spot  on  behalf 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance. 
“ No  assembly  of  co-operators  can  bo  held 
without  oppression  of  the  Communist  Party. 
. . . The  word  liberty  is  a word  that  has 
become  unknown  in  Georgia.” 

HUNGARY.  * — 

THE  COMMUNIST  BOGEY. 

DEEDS  OF  THE  REACTIONARIES. 

The  back-wash  of  the  war  saw  the  sudden 
rise  of  the  Communists  to  power,  under  Bela 
Kun,  in  Hungary ; and  in  the  struggle  be- 
tween the  Reds  and  Wliites  came  the  inevitable 
destruction  of  co-oporativc  stores  and  the 
murder  of  co-operative  leaders.  Since  then 
the  Admiral  Hoaty  Government  has  been 
established,  but  not  much  to  the  advantage 
of  the  co-operative  workers. 

Such  has  been  the  experience  of  our  com- 
I rades  over  there  that  the  Basle  Congress  of  the 
1 International  Co-operative  Alliance  was  moved 


Always  on  hand — a fresh 

supply  of  rich  milk. 

waiting  for  the  milkman — no  boiling  of  milk  to  prevent 
souring.  With  Libby’s  Sterilized  Evaporated  (Liquid) 
Milk  you  can  have  a supply  of  fresh  milk  on  hand  in  the  pantry 
that  will  keep  as  long  as  you  want.  You  need  never  worry  about 
wasting  what  you  do  not  use,  for  even  after  a tin  of  Libby’s  has 
been  opened,  the  milk  will  keep  pure  and  fresh  several  days — 
because  it  is  a pure  product  to  begin  with — and  is  sterilized. 

No  up-to-date  housewife  can  afford  to  overlook  the  convenience 
and  economy  of  Libby’s  Milk.  It  more  than  takes  the  place  of 
cream  in  coffee,  cocoa,  chocolate,  and  in  all  milk  and  cream 
dishes.  So  rich,  in  fact,  is  Libby’s  Evaporated  (Liquid)  Milk 
that  to  reduce  it  to  the  consistency  of  ordinary  milk  you  dilute  it 
with  equal  parts  of  water. 

Order  a dozen  tins  of  Libby's  Evaporated  (Liquid)  Milk  from  your  grocer 
to-day  and  learn  for  yourself  the  convenience  of  having  a supply  of  this  pure 
rich  milk  always  on  hand. 

Be  sure  to  ask  for  the  “ Blue  and  White  Pyramid  Label.” 

If  you  want  a sweetened  milk  use  Libby’s  Condensed  Milk  (Red  and  While 
Pyramid  Label)  which  has  the  same  rich  quality  and  absolute  purity  with 
iust  cane  sugar  added  for  sweetening. 

Let  your  grocer  be  your  milkman. 


Forji  variety  of  new  and  wholesome  Milk  Dish 
Recipes,  write  for  our  free  booklet,  " Finer 
Flavoured  Milk  Dishes,'- 

Libby,  McNeill  & Libby,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  B),  London,  E.C.3. 


NofOMS"  -l,  1322. 

"back  FROM  SMYRNA. 

iVH,\T  THE  C.W.S.  DEPUTATION  SAW 
IN  THE  EAST. 


memorable  events. 


Tue  C.W.S.  deputation  to  the  Near 
fist  consisting  of  Mr.  W.  11.  Blair 
director),  Mr.  G.  H.  Meade  (grocery 
Sgpflrtment,  Manchester),  and  Mr.  John 
Lake  (buyer.  No.  1 grocery  department, 
Newcastle),  reached  England  at  the  end 
of  Inst  week.  They  have  beeu  away  about 
twelve  weeks. 

Mr.  hake,  seen  by  our  .Newcastle  repre- 
sentative. said  Idle  party  got  away  from 
Soivrna  in  one  of  the  last  boats,  and  the 
heartrending  scenes  they  witnessed  iu 
that  distracted  town,  into  which  thousands 
of  Greek  refugees  were  pouring,  remains 
o most  horrid  memory.  The  C'.W.S.  party 
jaw  sufficient  of  the  tragedy  and  had 
enough  direct  evidences  of  the  unspeuk- 
able  tortures  borne  by  the  refugees  to 
testify  to  the  awful  truth  of  the  accounts 
published  of  the  destruction  cf  Smyrna. 

Throe  Big  Events. 


At  three  places  they  were  witnesses  of 
memorable  events.  They  saw  the  prelude 
to  the  terrible  sacking  of  Smyrna,  they 
were  present  when  Greece  was  transformed 
by  a bloodless  revolution,  and  they  were 
at  Naples  and  saw  the  gathering"  of  the 
Fascist  i.  A visit  was  paid  to  Milan, 
where  the  deputation  was  greatly  im- 
pressed by  the  dimensions  and  scope  of 
the  co-operative  society,  which,  by  the 
way.  was  apprehensive  of  attacks  by  the 
Fasii-ui.  who  are  opposed  to  “communis- 
tic " ventures. 

Mr.  Meade,  looking  very  well  after  his 
trip,  informed  a representative  of  the  “ Co- 
operative News  " that  the  party  were  niue 
days  in  Smyrna^  aud  two  or  three  more 
days  would  have  seen  the  end  of  their 
basinet's. 

The  people  in  England  knew  the  result 
of  tho  Turkish  offensive  before  we  did 
in  Smyrna. 


It  was  his  third  trip  out  to  the  East.  He 
has  no  wish  to  live  in  Greece,  where  the 
party  spent  most  of  their  time,  but  living 
conditions  out  there  were  much  better  now 
than  formerly. 

Mr.  Meade  was  not  in  a position  to  dis- 
cuss the  trip  from  a business  point  of 
view,  beyond  stating  that  supplies  of  sul- 
tanas, which  come  from  Smyrna,  Were 
rather  uncertain,  but  he  thought  more 
would  he  coming  along.  Currants,  which 
were  Greece’s  contribution  to  Christmas 
fare,  were  all  right. 


SOUND  INVESTMENT. 

PERMANENT  BUILDING  SOCIETY'S 
PROGRESS. 

Descite  the  industrial  depression  great 
progrtre  is  being  made  by  the  Co-opera- 
tive Permanent  Building  Society.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  receipts  for  1922  will 
exceed  £‘460,000,  and  this  will  be  approxi- 
mately £60,000  over  the  preceding  year. 
The  no<  ietv  expects  to  advance  from  the 
purdm-e  of  private  dwellings  to  co-opera - 
tors  and  others  during  the  year  £300,000, 
’d'ich  will  show  an  increase  of  £60,000  on 
the  business  done  in  the  previous  year. 
The  assets  at  the  end  of  the  year  will 
amount  to  no  less  than  £1,100.000.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  £165,000.  These 
figures  are  an  eloquent  proof  that  the 
society  occupies  a sound  and  substantial 
position,  and  one  in  every  way  creditable 
1°  those  responsible  for  its  management. 

Thu  society  is  consistently  carrying  out 
the  principle  for  which  it  was  formed  thirty 
years  ngo,  viz.,  the  lending  of  money  only 
ypon  people’s  private  dwellings,  and  not 
indulging  in  any  speculative  business.  In 
tus  wav  absolute  oecurity  is  ensured  to 
the  shareholders  and  depositors.  Not  only 
dues  the  society  keep  to  that  .policy  of 
Voiding  speculative  b usiness,  out  the 
“Uiird  require  the  very  closest  examination 
mt°  the  securities  by  the  society’s  solici- 
t0fs  and  surveyors.  Although  this  may 
•"tail  a double  expense  in  law  costs  and 
the  hoard  feel  that  it  is  the  right 
Whey  to  adopt.  This  method  not  only 
protects  t|ie  borrowers,  but  also  the  society 
aga in st  any  undesirable  mortgage  security. 
■u  this  way  the  best  aud  safest  investment 
j secured  for  the  individual  taking  up 
fcpoMU  on  shares. 

.he  names  of  the  directors  are  a suffi- 
>ent  guarantee  as  to  the  society’s  stability, 
or  they  include  well-known  co-operators 
h°  command  the  highest  confidence  and 
«t«m.  it,.  J.  H,  Thomas.  M.P.,  is  the 
yhhrnian,  and  Mr.  \Y.  J.  Francis  is  the 
eputv  chairman.  Their  colleagues  in- 
*r  \ Mr-  J-  Kent,  C.M.G.,  Mr.  A. 
"janshridge,  and  Mr.  A.  \V.  Tyler,  J.i\ 
Arthur  Webb,  J.P.  (secretary),  is  a 
g‘Pn,l,er  „f  a co-operative  family  whose 
n’>«es  to  the  movement  in  London  needs 
0 commendation. 

^*■"11  details  of  the  excellent  advantages 
society  offers  to  borrowers  and  iiives- 
«i  ’ l';ln  be  obtained  from  the  secretary  tit 
head  office,  22,  Ited  Lion  Square, 
•v-  1,  and  from  the  society’s  agents. 


-Co-operative  housewives  will  he  interest® 
that  the  C.W.S.  Irlara  son 
lalfn  le<£uced  the  price  of  hard  soaps  b 
PfOn  eUliy  por  Pouud  last  Saturday.  It 
r*bat°'Cl  to  K‘ve  soc‘et‘es  a three  weeki 
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FARMING  IN  DARKNESS. 

WOULD  NATIONAL  SATISTICS  GIVE  LIGHT  TO  SOCIETIES? 
AGRICULTURAL  BUREAU  SUGGESTED. 


Standing  beneath  the  pulpit  in  the  Salem 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dewsbury,  on 
. aturday,  Mr.  E.  Jackson  (C.W.S.  agricul- 
tural department),  at  a North-Western 
Sectional  Conference,  rend  a • paper  on 
“Farming  by  Co-operative  Societies.” 

The  Member  for  Humour  on  the  sectional 
hoard — Mr.  G.  Goodenough  (Castleford) — 
presided,  and  lie  was  supported  by  several 
of  his  colleagues,  as  well  as  by  Mr.’ I1'.  Jones 
(sectional  secretary).  Mr.  Jones  was  thak-. 
ing  his  first  appearance  wince  his  appoint- 
ment as  sectional  secretary,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  proceedings  he  was  formally 
introduced  to  the  delegates  by  the  chair- 
man. Air.  Jolm  Thompson  (member  of  the 
Dewsbury  board  of  management)  welcomed 
the  delegates  in  the  absence  of  the  society’s 
president  and  vice-president. 

Opening  the’  proceedings  in  pleasant 
fashion,  the  Chairman  said  lie  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  country.  “ .My  sous  toil 
me  that,"  he  proceeded,  “ when.  I want  to 
give  them  some  good  advice.” 

The  laughter  having  subsided,  the  Chair- 
man said  he  noticed  from  the  statistics  pre- 
pared by  the  Oa-operative  Unioil  relative  to 
farming,  that  there  had  been  for  more 
losses  than  gains.  Perhaps  Mr.  Jackson 
would  he  able  to  show  them  how  to  bring 
tile  balance  out  on  the  right  side. 

Before  reading  his  paper,  Mr.  Jackson  ex- 
plained that  he  was  not  a farmer,  and  that 
it  was  quite  possible  he  would  not  be  able 
to  help  societies  very  much  to  solve  their 
practical  difficulties.  But  lie  was  pretty 
well  acquainted  with  the  way  societies  ran 
their  farms,  and  in  the  light  of  that  know- 
ledge, his  rending  of  books  written  by  ex- 
perts. and  conversations  with  farmers  in  a 
big  way,  he  ventured  to  urge  flint  they 
should  examine  their  methods  to  see 
whether  they  were  realising  maximum  pro- 
duction at  minimum  cost. 

Their  Future  Hope. 

Agriculture  at  the  present  time  was  not 
in  a very  happy  position,  and  co-operators 
iu  many  places  were  suggesting  that  they 
should  cut  their  losses  and  come  out.  There 
might  be  further  losses  this  year,  but 
against  that  they  had  to  set  the  fact  that 
depreciation  reserves  were  slowly  accumu- 
lating; and  this  was  not  a favourable  lime 
in  his  opinion  to  think  of  realising.  Fann- 
ing w-as  ■ 6trongly  entrenched  in  indiW- 
dualism,  and  through  the  lack  of  co-opera- 
tion land  was  not  yielding  anything  like 
whot  it  might  do;  and  herein,. he  thought, 
was  their  hope  for  a future. 

Maximum  production  at  minimum  cost 
must  be  their  aim.  They  must  get  the  last 
drop  of  milk  from  tlie  cows,  and  grew  two 
blades  of  grass  where  only  one  grew  before. 
Isolated  and  spasmodic  efforts  would  not  do 
this.  There  must  he  a large  measure  of  con- 
scious co-operation  within  the  movement, 
otherwise  they  would  only  succeed  in  setting 
up  a system  of  competition  between  groups, 
and  expend  their  energies  in  ploughing  the 
sands. 

“Local  autonomy,"  he  said,  "is 

accepted  as  a fetish,  with  t-he  result  that 

co-operative  farming  is  merely  competi- 
tive farming  with  a change  of  ownership." 

They  could  do  with  a national  survey  under 
expert  guidance,  with  a view  to  co- 
ordinating and  co-relating  existing  typi  s of 
farming  within  the  movement.  An  agricul- 
tural bureau  was  urgently  needed  for  the 
collection  of  statistics  and  the  dissemination 
of  information  among  fanning  societies.  In 
the  absence  of  a common  policy  and  exact 
information  it  was  quite  possible  that  socie- 
ties, through  an  exaggerated  local  patriotism 
aud  q limited  knowledge  of  more  suitable 
un^as,  might  be  tempted  to  develop  at  maxi- 
mum cost  with  relatively  minimum 
efficiency. 

Small  and  Large  Farms. 

Figures  he  had  gathered — and  lie  quoted  a 
number — seemed  to  indicate  that  small  farms 
provided  more  employment  and  were  more 
productive,  and  that  large  farms  provided 
a larger  margin  wherewith  to  increase  wages 
or  possibly  to  cheapen  products.  It  w;i3 
quite  possible  that  milder  tho  pressure  on 
behalf  of  labour  which  was  rather  peculiar 
to  the  co-ojperative  movement,  they  wore 
liable  to  accept  the  standard  of  labour  for 
small  farms,  while  accepting  the  normal 
yield  for  large.  Did  they  know  whether 
they  were  over-feeding  or  under-feeding 
their  cattle,  or  whether  they  were  getting 
all  they  should  from  their  arable  crops:-' 
Investigations  into  matters  such  as  these 
were  worth  making,  if  only  to  show  them 
where  they  wore  in  relation  to  industry  as 
a whole. 

The  question  of  finance  also  culled  for 
some  attention.  Societies,  acting  as  con- 
sumers, were  sometimes  inclined  to  take 
advantage  of  the  farm  in  respect  of  the  dis- 
tributive departments.  If  the  cost  of  milk 
was  cheapened  to  the  distributive 
department,  thereby  enabling  that 
aigency  to  sell  at  a profit,  they  could  not 
c-xpect  the  most  favourable  returns  in  their 
farm  halnuco  sheet.  On  the  oilier  hand, 
(societies,  with  a view  to  bolstering  up  the 
form,  constitutes  it,  the  selling  department, 
and  debited  distributive  expanses  to 
the  general  accounts  of  tho  society. 

A well-thought-out  system  of  accounts 
doing  away  with  the  present  rather 
indefinite  and  confusing  method  was  cer-, 
tninly  needed.  Had  they  quite  made  upj 
their  minds  whether  their  acquisition  of. 


land  was  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  land- 
lord. who  looked  for  a maximum  interest  on 
his  outlay,  or  of  the  farmer,  seeking  (a) 
interest  on  his  capital  outlay,  (b)  managerial 
salary,  and  (c)  a possible,  surplus,  or  the 
consumer  not  so  much  concerned  with  these 
matters  as  in  cheapening  foodstuffs,  to  say 
nothing  of  raising  the  status  of  the  agri- 
cultural labourer?  Possibly  they  had  all 
these  objects  in  view,  and  if  so  they  must 
ho  prepared  to  face  facts  as  they  were  and 
not  as  they  wished  them  to  be. 

Notwithstanding  bis  opening  remark 
about  not  being  a farmer.  Mr.  Jackson  was 
asked  many  questions  which  only  experts 
could  answer. 

Mr.  Sugar  (Blackley)  opened  the  discus- 
sion, and  it  was  evident  from  the  nature  and 
number  of  his  questions — he  must  have 
asked  about  a dozen — that  the  “ gintlo- 
man"  who  is  supposed  to  pay  the  “ rint  ’’ 
is  causing  his  society  a good  deal  of  trouble. 

Mr.  Jackson,  in  his  reply,  pointed  out  one 
important  factor  in  the  keeping  of  pigs, 
namely,  that  expert  opinion  seemed  to  he 
undergoing  a change,  that  if  pigs  were  left 
to  themselves  more  and  not  coddled  so  much 
iu  expansive  styes  they  would  give  better 
results. 

Mr.  Cooper  (Nelson)  said  his  observations 
led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  men  farming 
on  their  own  account  did  not  mind  how 
many  hours  they  put  in,  but  men  working 
for  a co-operative  society  wanted  to.  get 
nwfly  as  soon  as  they  could.  That,  was  one 
disadvantage  under  which  their  societies 
suffered. 

Aldermaui  Johnston  (sectional  hoard) 
raised  the  question  of  replacing  horses  by 
machines  on  farms.  He  knew  there  was 
such  a thing  as  manure,  but  thought  the 
same  end  might  be  achieved  by  chemical 
products. 

Question  of  Valuers. 

There  was  apparently  a divergency  of 
opinion  amongst  tlie  delegates  as  to  whether 
it  was  necessary  to  coll  in  expert  valuers  to 
lake  stock.  Mr.  Forber  (Bolton),  in  this 
connection,  said  lie  did  not  think  the  com- 
mittees of  nineteen  societies  out  of  twenty 
were  competent  to  take  stock ; they  did  not 
understand  enough  about  fanning. 

Mr.  Foulds  (Skipton)  said  many  of  their 
problems  would  disappear  if  they  could  get 
l>e»ple  to  pay  more  for  their  milk.  Surely 
there  was  something  wrong  when  they 
Mere  prepared  to  pay  more  fur  Leer  than 
milk ! 

Mrs.  Sutcliffe  (Huddersfield)  had  a word 
to  say  about  railway  charges.  Why  should 
it  be  possible  to  get  potatoes  cheaper  from 
France  than  from  Lincolnshire? 

Mr.  Kitchen  (Liverpool)  did  not  see  how 
they  could  expect  profits  from  their  farms 
eo  long  as  their  present  form  of  accountancy 
existed.  They  had  a farm  at  Liverpool,  and 
it  was  costing  them  in  interest  and  deprecia- 
tion alone  £6  per  acre.  The  previous 
tenant  only  paid  35s.  an  aero  and  did  well. 
He  was  in  favour  of  expert  valuers  taking 
stock. 

Mr.  Clarke  (Scunthorpe)  was  the  only  one 
to  express  disappointment  with  the  paper. 
Were  not  the  methods  of  farming  adopted 
by  co-operative  societies  too  costly?  They 
liod  made  inquiries  respecting  dairy  farm- 
ing. and  they  found  the  only  people  who 
made  it  pay  were  those  who  adopted  the 
Continental  method,  that  was  the  silage 
system. 

Air.  Wilcockson  (Failswortli)  approved 
the  idea  of  gathering  together  statistics, 
and  Mr.  Hilton  (Bolton  Men’s  Guild)  put  in 
a plea  for  the  paper  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Jackson’s  Reply. 

Dir.  Jackson,  in.  his  reply,  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  different  opinions  had  been 
expressed  with  regard  to  the  valuation  of 
stocks.  He  still  held  to  the  view  that  it 
was  because  of  their  present  system  of 
accountancy  that  they  had  to  bring 
ic.  valuers.  Let  them  go  on  different 
lines,  let  them  take  in  their  stock 
at  cost  or  market  value  (whichever 
was  the  lower),  and  they  would  find  that 
method  would  keep  them  straight.  It  wqs 
not  easy  to  answer  the  question  raised  by 
Alderman  Johnston.  Tho  use  of  mechanical 
tractors  depended  very  largely  on  the 
extent  of  the  farm.  Obviously  they  would 
Ijo  too  expensive  for  small  farms. 

Farmyard  manure  Mas  valuable  chiefly  for 
its  property  of  briuging  humus  to  the  soil. 
Substitutes  were  being  found  for  this,  and 
it  might  be  that  they  Mould  !>o  less  depen- 
dent in  tlie  future  upon  cattle  for  manure. 


FOREIGN  DEPUTATIONS. 


Messrs.  J.  English  and  W.  Clayton 
(directors),  uud  W.  Bentley  and  J.  Smith 
(auditors)  were  due  _to  leave  for  West 
Africa  this  Meek  on  C.W.S.  business. 
Another  foreign  deputation  on  behalf  of 
the  society,  which  left  Manchester  on  Wed- 
nesday, comprised  Messrs.  A.  Yarley  and 
,T.  Penny,  who  are  visiting  Poland.  ’ Mr. 
English  is  making  his  fifth  visit  to  West 
Africa.  


Mr.  James  Booth,  who  has  been  general 
manager  of  the  Co-operative  Printing 
Society  since  1899,  and  who  has  been  in 
the  society's  sendee  since  1875,  has 
announced  his  intention  of  i©£icing.  Mr. 
T.  A.  Long  (vvorks  manager)  lias  bee®, 
appointed  manager  at ' Manchester. 


C.W.S.  BUYER  RETIRES 
AT  CHRISTMAS. 

MR.  MASON'S  LONG  SERVICES. 


It  can  non-  be  de- 
finitely stated  that 
the  C.W.S.  is  about 
to  lose  the  services 
of  Mr.  J.  Mastin. 
one  of  its  principal 
buyers  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester. 
Rumours  concern- 
ing his  retirement 
have  been  iu  circu- 
lation for  some 
ueeks  past,  but 
they  only  became 
official  news 
towards  the  closo 
of  last  Meek. 
According  to  pre- 
sent arrangements 
connection  with  tho 
Balloon- 


Photo. : C.W.S 
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he  will  sever  bis  ,uU..cl.iwu 
C.W.S.  at  the  close  of  the  year,  oaiiuuii- 
street,  especially  the  grocery  saleroom, 
Mill  not  be  the  same  without  him. 

Mr.  Mastin  must  be  much  nearer  seventy 
than  sixty  years  of  age,  but  to  walk  and 
talk  with  him  one  Mould  get  the  impres- 
sion of  a far  younger  man.  His  voice  is 
as  firm  and  clear  as  it  Was  twenty  or  thirty 
years  ago;  and  his  step  has  lost  little  of 
the  jauntiness  of  youth.  But  he  feels 
that  the  time  has  come  when  he  should 
open  the  avenue  for  younger  men. 

Service  with  the  C.W.S.  began  in  March, 
1875,  so  that  had  he  stayed  for  two  or 
three  years  lie  Mould  have  reached  his 
jubilee  Mr.  T.  Wood,  who  is  still  alive 
"e  n’us  fike  C.W.S.  accountant  in 
18/o,  an<l  the  first  clerk  to  be  enlaced  bv 
hnn  was  Mr.  Mastin. 

. S.,x  years  later  lie  was  transferred  as 
junior  to  Mr.  Tweedale,  the  buyer  for  No. 
2.  department,  which  concerned  'tself  with 
sugar,  flour,  green  and  dried  fruit.  The 
October  of  1897  saw  him  appointed  huver 
in  succession  to  Mr.  Garliclc,  head  of  No. 
o department,  which  dealt  in  canned  goods, 
tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  and  a variety  of  other 
goods  comprehensively  described  ns  sun- 
dries It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  the 
members  of  the  grocery  committee  who 
appointed  him  to  this  position  only  Air. 
Lander  is  now  alivq. 

fa  December,  189S,  Mr.  Tiveedale  retired 
and  Mr.  Mastin  succeeded  him  as  head  of 
No.  2 department.  By  the  end  of  tlie 
present  year  lie  will  have  occupied  this 
position  twenty-four  years,  aud  during 
the  twenty-three  completed  years  the  sales 
in  the  department  have  been  £137.379,460 

During  the  food  control  period  Mr 
Mastm  was  a member  of  the  Dried  Fruit 
Committee  from  beginning  to  end.  Ho 
must  have  been  abroad  for  the  C.W.S.  on 
nearly  twenty  occasions.  .He  has  been  to 
the  East  at  least  a dozen  times.  He  also 
had  a lot  to  do  with  the  formation  of  tlie 
C.W.S.  Volunteer  Corps  and  Rifle  Club 
at  Balloon-street. 


THE  NEW  PATENT 


BALL-VALVE 

VACUUM  CLOTHES  WASHER 

washing-day  boon  ever  invented. 
Iishcs  all  the  dread  of  washing  with  its 
laborious  toil  and  backache.  Clothes 
are  washed  in  a quarter  ol  the  time. 
N)  BOILING. 

NO  RUBBING. 

Made  of  SOLID  COPPER  to  last 
LIFETIME.  Price  19s-  6d. 
>80.000  Satisfied  Pubchasbu. 
Obtainable  (rom  Co-speiarivc  Stores 
throughout  G'eit  Britain.  Wholesale 
only  from  CAV.  S.,  Manchester, 
Bristol,  and  London. 
BRITISH  VACUUM  WASHER  CO . D:pt  54.  LIVERPOOL 


o ecnuaaiMO 


Get  “ EASEO  ” 
SPRINGS 

FOR  YOUR  FORDS. 

Used  by  All  Leading  Manchester  Houses,  including 
Co-operalive  Societies  and  Bakers. 

Front  Only,  25/6a  Complete 
Set,  75/6.  Post  Free. 


T.W. 


STOREY  , Manchester. 

Phoac  : Central,  779. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Sovbmor„  4,  102J 


USEFUL  PROPAGANDA 

SOUTH  SUBURBAN  SOCIETY'S 

ACTIVITY. 

The  educational  committee  of  tho  South 
Suburban  Society  have  held  a series  of  propa- 
ganda meetings  during  the’  past  few  weeks. 
There  was  a good  attendance  at  the  Bromley 
Co-operative  Hall  when  Mr.  A.  Gore  (manage- 
ment committee)  was  the  speaker.  St.  Mary’s 
Hall,  Chislchurst,  was  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity  on  the  26th  ult.,  when  Mr.  W.  Stewart 
(educational  secretary)  gave  the  address.  Mr. 
T.  W.  Scott  (educational  committee)  was  the 
speaker  at  Catford  Co -operative  Hall  on  the 
28th  ult.,  when  again  there  was  a large 
audience.  On  each  occasion  the  musical 
programme  waS  provided  by  Mr.  Willie  Grant’s 
party. 

Members  of  the  Catford  Co-operative  Choral 
Society  provided  an  excellent  programme  for 
" the  concert-meeting  at  Sovonoaks,  when  Mr. 
J.  Goodman  (educational  committee)  and  Mr. 
J.  Keen  (management  committee)  were  the 
speakers.  Tho  Sutton  Comrades’  Circle  Cos- 
tume Party  made  their  first  public  appearance, 
when  they  provided  the  programme  for  a 
musical  evening  at  Epsom,  at  which  Mr.  W.  J. 
Nolan  (management  committee)  was  the 
speaker. 

Members  were  not  slow  to  appreciate  the 
fact,  in  the  two  latter  districts,  that  the  pro- 
gramme was  provided  from  co-operative 
organisations. 

The  president  (Mr.  Chas.  Bailey)  was  the 
chief  speaker  at  a musical  evening  held  at 
Norbury,  and  his  visit  to  thiB  district  was 
highly  appreciated.  The  fact  that  it  was 
possible  to  announce  at  all  meetings  that 
as  a result  of  the  past  half-year’s  trading  there 
was  a substantial  increase  in  tho  dividend 
added  to  the  propaganda  value  of  tho  meetings. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


Ashford  (Kent). — The  half-yearly  meeting 
was  held  in  the  society’s  hall  on  October 
20th.  There  was  a good  attendance  of  mem- 
bers. and  the  chair  was  oceupied*by  the  pre- 
sident (Councillor  A.  1).  Banks,  J.P.).  The 
report  showed  sales  amounting  to  £67,224, 
as  against  £75.868  for  the  corresponding 
half-year.  Adjusting  these  figures  on  the 
basis  of  the  cost  of  living,  they  showed  a 
substantial  increase  and  gratifying  pro- 
gress. Share  capital  had  increased  during 
the  half-year  bv  £1,375,  and  membership 
had  increased  by  159.  Under  the  collective 
life  assurance  scheme,  £139  had  been  paid 
during  the  half-year;  12.786  gallons  of  milk' 
had  been  transferred  from  the  farm  during 
the  half-year.  The  committee  reported  a 
loss  on  the  farm,  owing  to  the  fall  m values 
of  farm  stock  and  produce.  Plans  have 
been  prepared  by  the  C.W.S.  architects  and 
estimates  accepted  for  the  new  branch  at 
Tenterden.  The  committee  reported  the  pur- 
chase of  land  at  Willesborough  for  a new 
branch,  but  were  waiting  for  the  terms  to 
be  ratified  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  Coun- 
cillors Noble,  J.P.,  and  Bolton  were  re- 
elected to  the  management  committee,  and 
Mrs.  Brett  was  elected  -to  the  educational 
committee.  The  committee  recommended  a 
dividend  of  lOd.  in  the  pound,  and  grants  of 
five  guineas  to  the  Ashford  Cottage  Hos- 

Stal  and  five  guineas  to  the  Motor  Coach 
master  Fund. 

Great  Yarmouth.— Mr.  D.  T.  King  pre- 
sided over  an  exceptionally  large  and  enthu- 
siastic gathering  of  members  on  October 
25th.  In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  cash 
statement  and  report,  he  remarked  upon  the 
results  of  the  past  thirteen  weeks.  Con- 
sidering the  moderate  visiting  season  which 
the  town  had  just  passed  through,  he 
thought  the  members  had  every  reason 
to  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  results 
a^s  shown  in  the  cash  statement  and  report. 
The  bank  balance  had  shown  a considerable 
increase  through  the  careful  efforts  of  the 
committee  and  manuger  in  keeping  all  stocks 
as  low  as  -possible.  The  bakery  output 
snowed  a small  increase  of  bread  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year 
The  mendiership  was  4,825.  The  President 
drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the 
large  increase  in  the  capital  of  the  society. 
The  share  and  small  savings  contributions 
fiad  shown  a remarkable  increase,  and  he 
congratulated  them  on  their  thrift.  He 
stated  that  the  new  buildings  were  prac- 
tically ready  for  occupation,  and  the  two 
new  shops,  which  were  being  opened  as 
gents  departments,  would  be  ready  for  busi-‘ 
ness  during  the  month  of  November.  This 
block  of  buddings  in  Market-road  would  be 
equipped  with  up-to-date  goods.  Mrs 
Pen r son,  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith,  and  Mr.  F. 
Brittain  were  elected  as  members  of  the 
committee. 

Mrs.  Shimmin  (manageress  of  the  Barnsley 
British  Society restaurant)  resigned  her 
position  last  week,  after  doing  remarkably 
well  lor  the  society  over  a period  of  ten 
years,  bhe  took  great  interest  in  the  in- 
creased membership  campaign,  nnd  plated 
her  services  as  speaker  freely  at  tho  com- 
mittee 8 disposal.  Mrs.  Shiminins  intends 
to  make  her  home  with  her  sister  at  Purler 
near  London.  Her  successor  .it  BartiSiev  is1 
Mrs.  fsoot tort  1 ( Harrogate).  > > f 


PROBLEMS  OF  THE  BOARD  ROOM. 


FALSE  EDUCATIONAL 
METHODS.  1 


PUBLICITY  : STOCKS  AND  PRICES  : DIVIDENDS. 

WOOLWICH  CONFERENCE 

PRACTICAL  DISCUSSIONS  AT  LONDON  BUSINESS  0IVES  A LEAU 


CONPERENCE. 


[By  Our  Own  Rkportbr.] 


Seeing  the  importance  of  the  subjects 
down  for  discussion  it  was  not  surprising 
to  find  a large  and  interested  audience  at 
the  London  trades  and  business  confer- 
ence— one  of  the  series  of  five  arranged  by 
the  Co-operative  Union  in  conjunction  with 
allied  organisations.  The  lino  Assembly 
Hall  of  the  C.W.S.  in  I. email-street  was 
filled  on  Wednesday  last  week  with  man- 
agers, secretaries,,  and  committee-men. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Whitney  presided. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (C.W.S.)  cordially 
welcomed  the  delegates  on  behalf  of  the 
board,  expressing  the  hope  that  the  dis- 
cussions would  prove  beneficial. 

Professor  Hall,  M.A.,  read  his  paper  on 
“ Organisation  of  Societies  in  the  face  of 
Present-day  Competition.”  This  wa.s  dis- 
cussed in  sections.  Miss  Allen  (Reigate) 
spoke  of  tho  heeds  of  the  rural  districts, 
which  she  suggested  should  be  worked  by 
travelling  shops. 

Specialisation. 

Mr.  Woimacott  (Plymouth)  questioned 
the  practicability  of  specialising  in  different 
types  of  goods  as  suggested. 

Mr.  Busley-Gadsden  urged  that  the 
movement  should  specialise  in  window- 
dressing.  Nine  out  of  ten  windows  were 
filled  with  tinned  goods. 

Several  delegates  dealt  with  the  question 
of  specialisation,  and  the  difficulty  of 
applying  it  in  small  towns  was  pointed 
out.  It  was  urged  that  the  success  cif  the 
small  corner  shop  of  the  private  trader  was 
due  to  the  unlimited  credit  given. 

Shopping  by  Post. 

On  the  proposal  with  regard  to  mail 
order  business,  Mr.  Worley  (Co-operative 
Productive  Federation)  considered  that  if 
this  were  to  be  done  thoroughly  it  would- 
liavo  to  be  done  on  national  lines.  He 
would  like  to  know  the  attitude  of  man- 
agers to  any  suggestion  for  the  carrying 
out  of  a mail  order  business  by  the  C.W.S. 
or  the  t'o-operative  Productive  Federa- 
tion. If  the  managers  knew  that  their 
members  were  getting  boots  from  the  co- 
operative producers  they  would  naturally 
urge  that  they  were  losing  trade,  thereby 
regarding  it  as  a form  of  unfair  com- 
petition. 

Mr.  Newbold  (president  of  the  National 
Co-operative  Managers’  Association)  thought 
they  should  move  carefully  on  this  question 
of  the  mail  order  business.  He  cli<l  not 
think  that  it  could  be  done  on  the  lines 
suggested  by  Professor  Hall.  He  could  see 
a -possibility  of  an  opening  by  the  trade 
being  done  through  societies  with  the 
goods  at  fixed  prices. 

A Delegate  suggested  that  there  might 
be  a mail  ordter  system  worked  through 
the  local  societies  which  would  benefit 
trade. 

Mr.  Charter  stated  that  he  was  opposed 
to  a separate  organisation  being  formed 
for  conducting  n mail  order  business.  Per- 
sonally, he  could  see  no  reason  why  the 
C.W.S.  or  the  Co-operative  Productive 
Federation,  or  both,  could  not  to  a certain 
extent  give  facilities  for  shopping  by  post, 
and  have  some  arrangement  by ' which 
societies  would  be  credited  in  the 'm  ens  in 
which  the  sales  were  made.  As  far  as  the 
C.W.S.  were  concerned,  they  were  com- 
mencing a scheme  of  national  advertising 
of  certain  goods  at  a fixed  price.  In  the 
advertisements  it  would  be  stated  that  the 
goods  could  be  obtained  at  any  co-opera- 
tive store. 

Professor  Hall  lucidly  replied  to  tho 
points  raised. 

Questions  of  Control. 

On  the  question  of  control,  Mr.  Barnett 
(Gillingham)  thought  the  meddling  in 
politics  had  done  the  business  no  good. 
Whilst  in  the  movement  they  talked  of 
co-operation  and  wore  the  word  to  death, 
societies  were  continually  bickering  with 
their  neighbours  as  to  overlapping.  Ho 
urged  the  need  of  committees  co-operating 
more  closely  with  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  Mihell  (Portsca  Island)  spoke  of  the 
successful  results  which  had  attended  the 
holding  of  joint  conferences  with  the  de- 
partmental managers  of  his  society. 

Miss  Allen  (Iteigate)  suggested  there 
should  be  a meeting  of  the  whole  of  the 
staff  once  a quarter. 

A Leicester  Delegate  deprecated  giving 
the  managers  “ carte  blanche  ” in  all 
matters. 

Mr.  Olney  (Southampton)  hoped  that 
the  paragraph  with  regard  to  control 
would  receive  the  consideration  ofj  socie- 
ties. As  the  societies  developed  in  size 
the  outlook  of  the  committees  must  grow. 

A Delegate  thought  that  tho  suggestion 
for  full-time  experts  was  a valuable  one, 
and  should  receive  cardful  consideration. 


Full-Time  Committees. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Williams  (Royal  Arsenal) 
spoke  of  the  satisfactory  results  which  had 
followed  the  appointment  of  a full-time 
committee  by  his  society.  He  mentioned 
that  the  secretary  and  manager  were  given 
a month's  holiday  each  year. 

Points  with  regard  t°  tile  keeping  of 


stocks  and  the  frequency  of  their  turnover 
were  raised  by  Messrs.  Newbold,  Busby- 
Gadsden,  On  in  (Colchester),  Woimacott 
Read  (Ipswich),  and  Frank  Bethell 
(Woking). 

On  the  question  of  propaganda,  Mr. 
Olney  said  members  came  into  the  societies 
knowing  practically  nothing  of  their 
methods,  and  expecting  to  get  the  same 
things  as  they  obtained  outside.  - He  had 
known  many  cases  where  people  had 
refused  to  join  a society,  because  they 
could  not  get  certain  iiiakers’  goods. 

Mr.  Saxton  (Midland  sectional  secretary) 
deprecated  the  tendency  at  this  moment 
to  retard  educational  and  propaganda  work. 
Never  was  there  a time  when  it  was. more 
necessary  for  money  to  bo  spent  on  pro- 
paganda. 

Mr,  Busby-Gadsden  emphasised  the 
necessity  of  a co-operative  daily  paper. 

Professor  Hall,  replying  to  the  last 
speaker,  said  he  would  emphasise  the  need 
of  a daily  co-operative  paper  when  there 
were  a sufficient  number  of  readers  for  a 
daily  paper.  (Applause.)  He  answered  in 
detail  the  various  points  raised. 

Afternoon  Session. 

At  the  afternoon  (session,  Mr.  A.  Pickup 
(Birkenhead)  read  the  first  part  of  the 
paper,  “ The  Policy  off  Societies  in  regard 
to  Trade,  Dividends,  Reserves,  and  Depre- 
ciation.” which  lie  had  prepared  in  colla- 
boration with  Mr.  W.  E.  Banister  (Liver- 
pool). 

Mr.  Busby-Gadsden  spoke  of  the  valu. 
of  attractively  dressed  windows. 

Mr.  Mihell  pointed  out  that  the  paper 
contended  prices  should  be  fixed  to  meet 
local  conditions  and  not  regulated  by  the 
rate  of  dividend.  He  asked  Mr.  Pickup's 
views  on  the  fixing  of  national  prices. 

A Delegate  thought  that  it  would  be 
much  better  to  have  shops  in  the  various 
districts  selling  a good  article  at  the  price 
the  neighbourhood  was  able  to  pay. 

Mr.  Jackson  (North-West  London)  said 
some  societies  covered  a wide  area.  Would 
Mr.  Pickup  in  this  case  recommend  that 
the  prices  of  the.  society  should  meet  local 
conditions? 

A Manager  considered  that  one  of  the 
greatest  assets  was  an  attractively  dressed 
window.  “A  well-dressed  window,”  'he 
added,  “was  like  a well-dressed  woman — 
yon  turn  around  twice  to  have  a look  at 
it.”  (Laughter.) 

Effective  Publicity. 

Mr.  M'Dowall  (Birmingham)  was  of 
opinion  that  as  a movement  they  did  not 
do  half  enough  good  advertising.  They 
did  a certain  amount  of  advertising  of  a 
doubtful  value.  It  was  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain the  extent  to  which  advertising  was 
effective,  (f  they  could  obtain  information 
on  this  point  it  would  be  useful  to  the 
movement  as  a whole. 

Mr.  Croft  (Gravesend)  thought  that 
something  more  could  be  done  by  the 
C.W.S.  in  the  way  of  national  advertising. 

Mr.  Neville  (Royal  Arsenal)  was  con- 
vinced that  we  had  to  do  a great  deal  more 
advertising  in  the  future  than  in  the  past. 
He  announced  that  his  society  during  the 
next  two  or  three  weeks  would  supply  the 
householders  in  certain  boroughs  in  South 
London  with  particulars  of  the  society  and 
details  of  the  milk  department  written  by 
a specialist.  A film,  showing  the  activities 
of  the  society,  was  being  shown  by 
means  cif  a portable  cinema  in  a shop 
window, 

Air.  Turnbull  (Dartford)  expressed  the 
opinion  that  advertising  to  be  efficient 
must  be  done  on  a fairly  large  scale.  This 
also  applied  . to  billposting.  The  bills 
should  be  larger  than  those  usually  sent 
out  by  the  C.W.S.  when  a special'  effort 
was  made. 

Mrs.  Hercebegown  (East  London  Toy 
Factory)  suggested . that  bright  window 
displays  for  Christmas  might  be  obtained 
with  the  toys  supplied  by  the  co-operative 
factory. 

A Delegate  spoke  of  the  successful  work- 
ing of  the  system  of  giving  vouchers  for 
dividends  in  Belgium. 

“ Frills  and  Superfluities.” 

There  was  some  discussion  on  the  state- 
ment that  the  private  traders  in  fixing 
their  margins  had  to  provide  for  “ no  frills 
or  superfluities,  such  «a  educational  grants, 
political  funds,  guild  grants,  free  scholar- 
ships,” Ac.  Mr.  Taylor  (Leicester)  con- 
tended that  the  movement  had  been  built 
up  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  co- 
operation. If  the  management  committee 
wanted  educating  there  was  also  room  for 
the  buyers  to  be  educated  in  co-operative 
principles. 

Mr.  Worley  pointed  out  that  our  oppo- 
nents did  not  regard  an  educational  grant 
as  a superfluity.  Of  course  it  was  up  to 
tho  managers  to  use  their  influence  to  see 
that  tho  educational  grnnts  were  wisely 
and  properly  spent.  When  Mr.  Pickup 
read  l hat  part  of  the  paper  with  respect 

fCcr.i.n-.ied  at  foot  of  fourth  ooiumn.] 


A conference  was  arranged  to  be  held 
the  Co-operative  Institute,  WoohvicVfffl 
Saturday,  by  the  Royal  Arsenal  Soelr 
educational  committee,  at  which  the  Qu  ^ 
of  affiliation  with  the  Labour  Parly  was?  ? 
discussed.  Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  J.p.  (StCrej 
to  the  Co-operative  Party),  was  to  have  tak^ 
the  negative  point  of  view,  but  owing  to  ? 
election  engagements  at  Stockport  it 
impossible  for  him  to  attend.  As  the  ** 
fercnce  without  Mr.  Per.y  would  |JC 
“ Hamlet  ” minus  the  Prince  of  Denmark  it 
was  found  necessary  to  switch  on  to  another 
subject.  At  short  notice  Mr.  G.  S.  M 
M.A.,  capably  filled  the  breach,  and  gav^ 
thoughtful  and  informative  review  of  the 
educational  situation. 

Mr.  J.  Dickinson  (chairman  of  the  educa. 
tional  committee),  who  presided,  said  the 
education  of  the  working  classes  under  a 
scheme  of  allowing  an  open  way  from  the 
elementary  schools  to  the  universities  would 
never  be  accomplished  so  long  as  they  sent 
the  existing  governing  class  to  represent  their 
interests.  Whilst  they  were  crying  out  for 
economy,  the  reactionaries  were  not  ceasing 
to  educate  their  own  sons  and  daughter.  They 
were  afraid  if  the  workers  obtained  more 
education  the  higher  classes  would  lose  their 
privileges.  When  they  lost  their  privileges 
other  people  would  gain  their  rights. 
(Applause.) 

Meals  for  Necessitous  Children, 

Mr.  Ellis  gave  a full  explanation  of  the 
reactionary  steps  taken  to  use  the  Gedde3 
“ axe  ” in  education.  Referring  to  the  pro- 
vision of  free  meals  for  necessitous  children, 
he  pointed  out  that  under  the  changes  which 
had  been  made  the  number  of  children  fed  ii 
London  this  year  would  be  less  than  one-half 
of  the  number  fed  in  1913 — in  the  year  of 
booming  trade  before  the  war.  He  indicated 
the  reforms  which  were  necessary  in  broadening 
the  basis  of  education  and  in  order  to  give  the 
fullest,  opportunity  to  every  child.  He  also 
emphasised  the  necessity  of  a survey  being 
made  of  the  elementary  school  buildings,  and 
that  those  which  were  hopelessly  antiquated, 
insanitary,  or  unhygienic  should  be  swept  away 
and  replaced.  There  were  plenty  of  people 
in  the  building  trade  who  wanted  work,  and 
they  could  be  usefully  employed  in  replacing 
the  horrible  Bchools,  particularly  those  in 
country  districts. 

In  the  discussion  the  need  of  improving  the 
educational  system  was  endorsed.  One  dele- 
gate, however,  sought  to  justify  the  cuts  which 
had  been  made  in  education  as  necessary  in 
view  of  the  nation’s  reduced  finances. 

In  the.  evening  pleasure  was  afforded  to  a 
large  audience  by  a Shakesperean  performance, 
in  which  the  New  Cross,  Brockley,  and 
Shornells  classes  took  part. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

to  the  Co-operative  Union  fees  lie  rubbed 
liis  eyes,  (for  unless  his  memory  deceived 
him,  Mr.  Pickup  was  a member  of  tn« 
Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 
(Laughter). 

After-  further  discussion,  Mr.  Pickup 
replied,  and  dealing  with  the  < ritieisms 
respecting  “frills  and  superfluities. 
asked  whether  .there  was  one  word  oi  l'1"' 
demnation  of  any  organisation  to  winch 
grant  had  been  made.  He  thought  £ 
of  them  were  good  advertising  agencies 
properly  used  and  properly  organised. 

Dividend  Troubles. 

The  second  part  of  the  paper  U1's  ,e’ 
by  Air.  Banister,  and  the  linanci.il  [>- 
were  discussed  by  the  delegates. 

Air.  Banister,  in  replying,  reminded^ 
delegates  that  running  through  the  PA  j 
tho  one  point  which  was  forcibly  P.  , 
before  them  was  tl.e  fact  that  ding! 
was  causing  trouble  in  societies.  . 
many  officials  here  bad  got  grey  . * 
during  the  last  eigjjSeen  .months ; >“  ,er| 
some  of  them  had  lost  their  hair  alt(,& 
(Laughter.)  _.itb 

Air.  Pickup  also  replied,  winding  "P ' ^ 
an 'optimistic  note.  In  their  own  • s 
he  said,  they  feel  that  the  movement  ^ 
safe,  sound,  and  strong,  and  * i n'-1, 'Tallies. 
fire.it  would  come  out  refined  by  dim 
(Applause.)  j,aJ 

The  Chairman  said  the  inecti  c . jlc, 
been  brimful  of  real  enthusiasm.  • ^[li 
hoped  that  this  would  strengthen 

committee  and  managers. 

On  the  proposal  of  Air.  -Mark  ^ J j]]c,  * 
tional  Board),  seconded  by  Air.  - 1 H|en 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  I"  tlK>  . uf* 
of  the  papers,  to  tho  I '■  W I, 

of  tho  hall  nnd  the  hospitality  I (n(jf,  , 
and  to  Air.  Carter  and  the  catc""^ 
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Chapter  X. 

T V,R  daylight  when  Sir  William  reached 
The  loss  of  a night’s  slwp,  and 
Jlansle>  - tiirollgh  which  he  had  passed, 

{he  eniot  nj  tired,  more  so  than  he 

WV tiered  tl.oufVl.  Ito  Ind  often 
jE»hMvily  upon  Iiis  forgo  store  of  mental 

°T  fci  ob,  I»  reached  homo  before  lus 
T“k  acre  starring.  Only  the  servants 
about  but  he  found  Tarrant  in  bis 
Sto  room  dealing  with  a heap  of 

«*. ”“'1  ot  f.  ft* 

jna-srtf  tart* 

Tim  to  my.  own  room. 
fft  me  sleep  for  six  hours,  and  inform  Lady 
Oldwjd  when  she  comes  down  that  I widi 

K“thtak  her  ladyship  is  hiuiting  with die 
Bcltivould  hounds  to-day,  Turrant 

I wish  her  to  stay  at  home,” 

7Tom°nf  bTwedt0rt  He  never  JTOfled . or 

to  pass  oat.  then  sat  down  and  continued  his 

Something  has  happened,”  he  thought, 
in  There  is  going  to  l»e  trouble,  it  may  be  a 
cyclone . Delilah  has  had  a long  innings, 
fcut  I’m  backing  Samson.  I’ve  seen  lum  in 
that  mcod  before."  ,,rn. 

It  was  three  o'clock  when  Sir  Y\  llliani  re- 
appeared, His  tired  look  had  vanished,  and 
he  went  through  the  day’s  correspondence 
with  the  cool  alertness  of  a man  whose 
mind  is  unruffled  by  anxiety . When  the  last 
letter  had  been  read,  darkness  was  closing 

“ You  gave  the  message  to  Lady  Old- 
rovd?”  1>?  asked  quietly. 

“ Yes,  Sir  William,”  said  Tarrant  Jder 
ladyship  said  she  would  see  you  when  she 
returned  from  the  hunt.” 

“Make  sure  of  meeting  her.  Oldroyd 
commanded,  “ and  sav  I am  waiting  for  her 

Tarrant  disappeared  like  a shadow.  Her 
ladyship  did  not  like  him.  She  had  tried 
more  tlian  once  to  liave  him  dismissed,  hut 
the  lion  had  put  his  paw  round  the  jackal 
whose  keen  eyes  were  so  useful  to  him. 

The  lion  watched  him  go,  then  sat  and 
waited  in  the  waning  light.  _ Presently 
there  was  a clatter  of  hoofs  outside,  followed 
by  voices  in  the  hall,  then  silence,  broken 
again  some  time  later  by  more  hoofs,  much 
less  in  number.  A little  later  Tarrant 
glided  in,  closing  the  door  softly  beliind 

Him. 

“ Her  ladyship,"  he  said,  "desires  me  to 
say  that  she  will  barely  have  time  to  dross 
for  dinner.  She  requests  that  you  will  di'-ie 
with  them  and  see  her  later." 

"Come  a little  closer,”  Sir  William  said. 
"Lady  Oldroyd  arrived  twenty  minutes 
filter  the  others.  Am  I right?” 

"Yes,  Sir  William,”  Tarrant  answered. 
"She  and  Lord  Kippit.  He  said  his  horse 
Was  limping.” 

"A  lame  excuse,  Tarrant,”  Sir  William 
commented.  “ What  do  you  know — or 
Suspect?  Speak  plainly.  Tell  me  every- 
ttung,  without  reserve.  Facts,  suspicions, 
doubts.  Hold  nothing  back.” 

Tarrant  paused  to  take  n deep  breath, 
then  turned  on  the  tap  that  had  been  so  long 
screwed  tight.  The  words  ran  out  smoothly, 
without  emphasis,  or  venom,  or  exaggera- 
l!°u.  When  he  finished  there  was  a long 
lienee,  intensified  by  the  growing  darkness. 

As  bad  as  that,  is  it?”  Sir  William  re- 
Jufirked  at  last.  “ You  can  go  now, 
arrant.  I shall  not  want  you  again  to-day. 
hHit  ii  scro^‘ou  I shall  remember.  Good- 

,in,tp00,]~,,igl,t.  Sir  William,”  Tarrant 
n„,  .°f€<l'1  then  melted  away  in  the  shadows, 
of  Jwi  l*le  ^oor  he  smiled.  It  was  a smile 
Wilon  n<e  sat|sfaetion.  Her  ladyship’s  in- 
ierlf  tl  \'“s  K<?i°K  to  lie  brought  up  with  a 
Beep  » at  would  astonish  her.  The  private 
life  irfv  'vt'u*^  iiayc  given  one  year  of  his 
Sir  at  the  interview, 

fiinnor"  i Ia,n  ‘lid  ri3t  join  the  guests  at 
Bavins  ..lnste,nd,  he' sent  a note  to  liis  wife 
in  . ivns  nn  possible,  but  he  would  bi 
libow v. 8tU  riTi  whenever  she  found  herself  at 
book  ™ i * 1011  *ie  S'-Hled  down  to  road  a 
train  win  ' as  a VV1"  wh.°  if*  waiting  for  a 
ttonts  tJ  P°rU8€  hhe  notices  and  ndvertise- 
Tlie  I!0sted  at  a railway  station . 

Wlicn  l.  °rV  J,rov®d  absorbing,  however,  and 
tune  lc°ked  at  his  watch  for  the  first 
few  in01  t,e"  o’clock.  He  listened  for  a 
frownff1^^'  h,‘t  there  was  no  sound,  then 
6hut  tWi  )ven^  ?“  reading.  At  eleven  ho 
°fi  the  EaMi  "i11, 1 a snaP-  and  pushing  it 
a I?1c’  leH  himself  to  a cigar, 
tkirtg  eleven  there  was  a rustle  of 

in,  loavmf,f*,i0tKli0ps’  and  L°dy  Oldroyd  enme 
"Yo  . 1 16  door  open. 

Vittinp  a,most  ill  durkness,”  she  said, 
Hoet,nh'°,nd  the  circle  of  light. 

Si  two  I .W, . , do®1’  and  raised  the  Humes 

Jhey  floodiVVhlch  ^d  been  burning  low. 
Lull  upon  TiithniTm,'vith  hchf.  which  fell 
hilly  Weii  • dy  Oldroyd.  She  looked  wonder- 
tfifitured  hoV?Ke,nilK  dr^s-  Five  years  had 
[ hanal.+J  V?au.t.v.  adding  something  to 
, “a'‘ghty  dignity  she  always  displayed. 


without  detracting  from  the  graceful  outline 
of  her  figure. 

Pushiug  a chair  forward  lie  sat  down  so 
tliat  they  faced  each  other.  " You  received 
my  message  this  morning?”  lie  asked. 

"Yes,”  she  agreed.  "But  I could  not 
make  fresh  arrangements  at  that  hour.  I 
have  to  consider  my  guests.” 

"They  are  favoured,”  lie  replied  drily. 

" Was  it  a good  meet?” 

"Very,”  she  answered.  "Quite  sixty 
riders.  Two  foxes  were  started  and  gave 
cxoellent  runs  beforo  they  went  to  earth.” 

" Sixty  people  on, powerful  horses,  assisted 
by  a pack  of  hounds,  and  the  fox  got  away,” 
he  commented.  " It’s  a noble  sport.  No 
wonder  you  disregarded  my  wishes  to  follow 
it.” 

She  looked  at  him  sharply.  He  was  as 
cool  as  ice,  but  the  sarcastic  inflection  of  Ins 
torus  had  something  new  in  it. 

" I cannot  leave  my  guests  to  their  own 
devices  at  a moment’s  notice,”  she  retorted. 

" You  certainly  do  not,”  he  said. 

" Dinner  finished  two  hours  ago.  You  were 
a bit  behind  the  rest  coming  back  from  the 
hunt,  weren’t  you?  You  and  Kippit ?” 

"A  little,”  she  answered.  "His  horse 
went  lame.  What  is  it  you  wished  to  say? 

I am  very  tilled.” 

" So  am  I,”  he  said.  •“  I have  been  tired 
for  years  and  said  nothing.  Now  I am  going 
to  talk  and  act.  You  will  admit,  I imagine, 
that  this  is  my  house  as  well  as  yours,  but 
for  a long  time  I’ve  seldom  bean  able  to  leave 
my  room  because  the  place  was  filled  with 
people  I dislike.” 

" You  are  speaking  of  my  friends,  I 
assume?”  she  interposed. 

" Ye®,”  he  said.  " Your  friends.  That, 
is  the  amazing  part  of  it.  They  eat  and 
drink  like  animals.  Their  pleasures  and 
instincts  are  those  of  savages,  they  go  cut 
to  kill  things,  they  love  gambling.  All 
their  talk  circles  round  such  subjects  when 
it  is  not  dealing  with  scandal.  They  do 
nothing,  invent  nothing.  Their  whole  time 
is  spent  in  satisfying  their  gross  appetites. 
What  in  God’s  name  do  you  find  in  them?” 
"What  you  really  mean,”  she  answered, 
“ is  that  you  retired  to  this  room  and 
sulked  ; declined  to  be  sociable ; refused  to 
take  part  in  the  ordinary  functions  and  pur- 
suits which  all  well-bred  people  follow.  As 
an  exhibition  of  bad  taste  and  embarrassing 
stupidity  it  could  not  be  surpassed.  Yet 
you  6et  yourself  up  a®  a judge  of  manners 
and  taste.” 

"I  am  speaking  of  what  they  do  in  my 
house,  at  my  expense,  against  my  wish,”  he 
retorted.  " I established  a home  expecting 
to  get  tranquillity,  comfort,  and  children.  I 
have  none  of  them.  I am  surrounded  by 
brainless  fools  and  chattering  women.  A 
crowd  of  loafer®  who  possess  enough  money 
to  drift  through  life  in  laziness  and  luxury. 
I’ve  stood  it  because  I hoped  children  would 
come  and  alter  tilings.  They  have  not. 
They  are  not  likely  to  now,  and  T am  going 
to  put  affairs  on  a fresh  footing.” 

"Change  the  name  of  the  place.”  she 
said,  her  lips  curving  scornfully.  " Call  it 
The  Hermitage.  If  that  is  all  you  have  to 
say ’ ’ 

"It  is  not,”  he  broke  in  sharply.  ’‘Nor 
is  insolence  an  answer.” 

" Insolence!”  she  echoed.  " Fray  go  on.” 
" Yes,”  he  answered,  emphatically.  " In- 
solence. Remembering  what  I did  for  your 
family  when  you  took  my  name,  I have,  a 
right  to  expect  that  name  to  be  kept  out  of 
the  moutlis  of  scandal-mongers.  It  is  not. 
Your  guests,  your  precious  friends,  make 
jokes,  and  the  servants  make  bets  about  the 
length  of  time  you  will  resist  Kippit’ s very 
obvious  intentions.” 

“ Do  you  dare  to  suggest  tjfat  there  is  any 
foundation  for  it?”  she  asked,  turning  pale 
’and  gazing  at  him  with  blazing  eyes. 

"I  don’t  deal  in  suggestions,”  ho 
answered  calmly.  " I am  giving  you  facts. 
I don’t  think  that  even  Kippit,  with  all  his 
experience,  can  corrupt  you.  You  are  loo 
proud,  too  hard,  too  selfish,  hut  he  can 
smirch  your  reputation.  He  is  doing  so.” 
"You  are  moving  from  insinuation®  to 
insults,”  she  said  in  a cutting  voice. 
" What  is  the  next  step?” 

"The  next  step  is  to  stop  them,”  he  re- 
plied. " They  are  not  my  insinuations  or 
insults.  I am  going  .to  put  up  the  bar  to 
these  friends  of  yours.  They  snail  destroy 
my  peace  and  pollute  this  atmosphere  no 
more.” 

" I see,”  she  exclaimed,  controlling  her- 
self with  an  effort.  "This  is  not  anger  or 
jealousy.  It  is  a plan.  You  have  thought 
it  out.  YVliat  happens  after  you  deprive  me 
of  nil  company  and  pleasures?  Am  I to  sit 
here  alone  waiting  numbly  and  gratefully 
each  day  for  your  return?” 

"As  I liave  sat?”  he  retorted.  “While 
you  devoted  your  life  to  others.  No,  I am 
more  reasonable.  About  twelve  years  ago  a 
man  I knew  got  into  drifficulties  and  l.nd  to 
disappear.  Hia  wife  died  two  years  Inter, 
leaving  one  child,  a girl  of  six.  I promised 
to  look  after  her.  Being  a bachelor,  I put 
her  into  other  people’s  hands  for  a time, 
then  sent  her  to  a good  seminary,  where  she 
lias  been.' ever ‘Since. 

“She  is  now  nineteen,  n beautiful  girl, 
well-educated.  refined^  Having  no  children 
of  my  own,  I propose  to  adopt  her  as  my 


daughter.  She  will  live  here.  Company  on 
a reasonable  scale,  of  "the  right  kind?  will  be 
welcome,  hut  I do  not  intend  bringing  a 
young  and  innocent  girl  into  contact  with 
men  of  the  Kippit  typo.” 

" It  would  be  a pity  to  introduce  a brat 
whose  father  was  evidently  a criminal,  to 
some  of  tlie  highest  families,  in  tho  county,” 
she  answered.  “ You  may  rest  assured  that 
it  will  not  liappen  while  I am  here.  I do 
not  take  stray  orphans  of  dubious  parentage 
under  my  wing.  As  for  changing  my  life, 
my  friends,  or  my  pleasures  for  her  con- 
venience, I decline  to  discuss  .such  an 
absurdity.  That  is  final.” 

She  rose  gracefully,  and  stood  erect  with 
a contemptuous  uplifting  cf  her  head.  He 
faced  her  at  a single  stride. 

" She  will  come  here,”  he  said,  "as  my 
daughter.  She  will,  when  I die,  have  a large, 
share  of  my  inheritance.  How  large  depends 
in  some  measure  upon  your  compliance  with 
my  noshes.” 

"Threats!”  she  scoffed.  "You  waste 
your  breath.  I will  not  have  her.” 

" You  will,”  he  answered  doggedly. 

" SJhe  will  never  ooroe  here  while  I am 
mistress.  Never,”  wa«  the  emphatic  reply. 

" Sho  will  come,  and  she  will  remain  as 
long  as  I am  master,”  lie  insisted.  " If  it 
i®  necessary  I will  convinioe  you  that  this 
place  belongs  to  me.” 

" If  you  use  that  tone  I may  save  you  the 
trouble,”  she  answered. 

He  reached  the  door  before  her,  put  Iris 
hack  to  it,  and  faced  her  with  an  expression 
that  made  her  pause  with  a vague  sense  of 
fear. 

"Listen  to  me,”  he  said.  "For  five 
years  you  have  filled  this  house  of  mine  with 

tiersons  who  were  objectionable  to  nic.  YTou 
mew  it,  and  you  continued  with  callous  in- 
difference. When  I propose  to  bring  one 
person  here  you  object.” 

" Y’es;  to  3'our  conditions,”  she  retorted. 
"They  are  obnoxious.” 

" Not  as  obnoxious  as  the  conditions  you 
have  established  are  to  me,”  lie  answered. 
" That  you  know,  and,  knowing  it,  you  take 
up  an  attitude  which  suggests  I have 
neither  right  nor  authority.  I \\  ill  teach 
.you  that  you  are  wrong.  To-morrow,  you 
will  get  rid  of  your  guests.  All  of  them. 
Make  what  excuse . you  like  but  clear  them 
out.  If  you  fail ; if  I find  them  here  when  I 
return,  I will  turn  them  out.  That  I -take 
my  oath  on.” 

"A  hundred  oatlis  will  not  make  me 
humiliate  myself  in  tliat  manner,”  she  said. 
" Nor  will  I permit  my  friends  to  be  in- 
sulted. If  you  turn  them  out,  I go  with 
ihem.” 

For  a few  seconds  they  looked  at  each 
other  like  two  animals  about  to  spring. 

"I  cannot  prevent  that,”  he  said  with 
ominous  calm.  “ But  if  you  did,  the  door 
would  shut  beliind  you,  never  to  open. 
Remember  that.  I have  finished.” 

He  opened  tlie  door,  and  she  awe  pi  out, 
giving  him  one  furious  look  as  she  passed, 
heard  the  click  of  the  latch  behind  her,  and 
wont  through  the  hall  and  up  the  wide  stair- 
way. At  the  top.  a figure  emerged  from  the 
shadows,  confronting  her.  Tt  wa®  Lord 
Kippit.  . 

“ You!”  she  said.  " What  are  you  doing 
here?” 

“ YVliat  I am  always  doing,”  lie  answered, 
" Waiting  for  a word  from  you,  if  it’s  only 
good-night.”  ....  , 

"Good-night,  Kippie,”  she  answered. 

He  took  a step  nearer.  “ I cannot  see 
your  face,”  lie  said.  “ But  your  voice  tells 
me  there  is  something  wrong.  W hat  is  it  ? ’ 
u You  must  leave  here  to-morrow,”  she 
replied.  "Go  to  London.  Take  rooms  at 
the  Laghan  Hotel.  Before  night  arrives  I 
will  join  you.” 

He  took  her  hands  and  kissed  them  softly. 
"On  my  soul  you  will  not  regret  it,”  he 
whispered.  " I shall  be  there — waiting. 

He  would  have  drawn  her  closer,  but  she 
freed  herself.  . , „_T  , . . 

“Not  here,”  she  said.  "Not  under  this 
roof.  Good-night."  . , . 

She  glided  away,  erect  and  graceful  in  tlie 
dim  light.  A few  moments  later  the 
’corridor  was  empty. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 


THE  CALL. 


To  those  who  would  have  us  leave  “Silly 
Ideals  and  Politics”  alone. 

Was  it  for  this  those  early  pioneers 
Guarded  Co-operation’s  spark  through  the 
first  years 

And  fanned  it  into  flame, 

That  when  its  power  was  ’stablished  in 
the  land, 

A thing  of  wonder,  monied,  powerful, 
grand, 

Then  change  its  course 
To  lie  a thing  of  business  sans  a soul — 
Machine-like,  business  now  its  only  goal, 
Money  its  end? 

Ah,  no ! thank  God  we’ve  still  the  nobler 
view, 

Dreamed  by  clean-hearted  men  and  women 
true, 

To  guide  us  on. 

Our  aim— the  needs  of  peoples  weighted 
down, 

Whether  by  war  or  capital  s dark  frown. 
To  give  them  peace. 

Peace,  no  more  war,  fair  wage,  and  decent 
hours  1 

Tbqco  nro  our  battle  cries,  friends,  only 
■ ours.  . r , . i 

Lot  US  keep  ou  ! 

— P.  HooLc  Jackson. 


PARLIAMENT,  NEW 

AND  OLD. 

WHAT  THE  ELECTIONS  MEAN. 


In  the  Parliament  which  came  to  a 
sudden  end  with  the  Royal  Proclamation 
last  week,  England  had  492  members, 
Scotland  74,  Irolnnd  105,  and  Wales  36. 
Of  these,  73  Sinn  Fein  members  never 
took  their  seats.  In  the  new1  Parliament 
the  Irish  Free  State  will  bo  unrepresented, 
and  the  six  Ulster  counties  will  return  13 
members,  so  that  the  total  membership 
will  be  615.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  tho 
Ulster  constituencies  may  elect  Sinn  Fein 
representatives  as  they  did  in  1918.  These 
may  take  their  seats  in  tlie  new  Parlia- 
ment in  order  to  call  attention  to  the 
affairs  of  the  minority  in  Ulster,  but  they 
may  not. 

The  Government  must  therefore  have 
the  support  of  at  least  308  of  the  members 
elected  to  the  new  Parliament,  and  that 
would  not  be  a working  majority.  Glad- 
stone and  Rosebery  found  40  almost  un- 
workable after  1892,  and  the  Parliament 
elected  then  only  lasted  three  year®. 

Parties  in  Parliament. 

Old. 

Coalition-Unionists  346 

Ulster  Unionists  22 

Coalition-Liberals  119 

Independent  Liberals  33 

Independent  Unionists  9 

Coalition-Labour  4 

Labour  75 

. Coalition-National  Democrats  7 

Independents  (including  Bottom- 

leyites,  Anti-YYaste,  &c.)  9 

Sinn  Fein  73 

Nationalists  7 

Co-operative  1 

Speaker  and  Chairman  2 

707 

New, 

Bonar  Law  Conservative®  — 

Lloyd  George  Liberals  — 

Lloyd  George  Conservatives — 

Lloyd  George  Labour  . — - 

Lloyd  George  National  Democrats.  — 

Labour  — 

Liberal  • — 

Nationalists  or  Sinn  Fein  — 

Co-operative  — 

Independents  — 

615 

How  will  the  blanks  be  filled  in?  That 
is  what  politicians  and  speculator®  would 
like  to  know. 

Mr.  Bonar  Law  hopes  to  be  able  to 
secure  a following  that  will  give  the  Con- 
servative Party  a clear  majority  in  the 
House  and  enable  him  to  continue  as 
Prime  Minister.  Mr.  Lloyd  George  cannot 
hope  for  an  independent  majority  which 
would  be  necessary  to  enable  him  to  return 
to  10,  Downing-street.  A Labour  Govern- 
ment would  require  a Labour  Party  of  at 
least  308,  but  the  most  sanguine  hopes  _of 
the  Party  do  not  go  beyond  a party  of  250, 
so  that  a purely  Labour  Ministry  is  not  to 
be  expected.  Mr.  Asquith  has  no  prospect 
of  a Liberal  majority.  Mr.  Bonar  Law 
hopes  to  lead  the  largest  single  party  in 
the  House.  Labour  also  hope®  to  have  the 
largest  siugle  party,  and  at  least  to  have 
the  second  largest.  A Labour-Liberal 
Coalition  is  possible,  and  is  so  indicated 
and  advocated  in  the  " New  Statesman,” 
for  which  Mr.  Sidney  Webb,  the  chairman 
of  the  Labour  Party,  is  responsible. 
Another  possibility  is  a Labour  Govern- 
ment which  would  be  able  to  rely  upon  the 
general  support  of  the  Liberal  aud  Co- 
operative Parties  just  as  Gladstone’s  last 
Government  was  founded  upon  an  alliance 
with  the  Irish  Nationalists.  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  in  the  present  election  is  angling 
for  the  balancing  power  between  the  Con- 
servative party  led  by  Mr.  Bonar  Law  and 
any  Labour  and  Liberal  combination  or 
entente. 

In  that  case  his  policy  would  probably 
be  to  retain  independence  and  use  his 

Sower  to  fore©  the  Government  in  office  to 
o what  lie  pleased.  The  position  of  a 
Ministry  in  that  case  would  be  intolerable, 
and  another  general  election  would  take 
place  in  a few  months,  or  in  a few  weeks. 
The  alternative  to  a speedy  dissolution 
would  be  to  allow  the  Government  t©  be 
subjected  to  the  dictatorship  of  one  of  the 
smallest  parties  in  the  House. 


YOUNG  PRESIDENT  MADE  J.P. 

At  the  recent  Norfolk  Quarter  Sessions, 
Mr.  E.  G.  Gooch  took  the  oath  upon  his 
appointment  by  tlie  Lord  Chancellor  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county.  Mr. 
Gooch  is  the  president  of  the  YVymondham 
Co-operative  Society  and  a Norfolk  County 
Councillor,  and  takes  a prominent  part  in 
the  labour  and  trade  union  movements. 
Just  over  thirty  years  of  ago,  Mr.  Goocli  is 
easily  the  youngest  magistrate  and  coun- 
cillor in  the  county,  and  possibly  also  holds 
the  record  in  tho  co-operative  movement  in 
being  the  youngest  president  of  a local 
society.  _____________ 

What’s  Your  View?—"  I have-  been  a 
constant  reader  for  some  years  now  and 
cdiinbt  speak  too  highly,  of  it  as  an  all- 
round periodical, "writes  a southern  reader 

*1,_  **  Milliinfi)  Afnntlilv  ” 
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Stock,  Sell,  and  Smoke 

C.W.  S.  GOLD  FLAKE 
C.W.S.  NAVY  CUT 

CIGARETTES 


Mind  you  ask  for 

C.W.S.  “d  F“' 

Navy  Cut 

when  nest  at  the  Stores. 
Don’t  take  any  others;  but  say  it 

MUST  BE  C.W.S. 


VIKING” 

COMPRESSED  DYES 

qistered  f\  (] 

COOPERATIVE 
WHOLESALE 
, SOCIETY  UP 


is  made  from 
Fresh  Butter  and  Eggs, 
pecially  selected  Lemons,  and  other 
choice  ingredients,  and  has  all. 
the  flavour  and  aroma  of 
the  fresh  fruit. 


CWS  0f4 

.w 


cannot 
be  excelled  for 
making  Cheese  Cakes, 
Lemon  Puddings,  etc.,  and 
i used  with  all  kinds  of  cake, 
pastry,  etc.,  by  the  most  experienced 
bakers,  and  housewives  in  the  country. 


fCws  LEMON  CURD 

Ask  for  at  your  own  Store 


Che  Co-operatiue  Reuis 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  “News"  should  be 
addressed  “THE  EDITOR " Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
oi  the  " News"  should  be  addressed  to  “THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  UUILUINGS,  as,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER.   

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  4,  1922. 


MINISTERIAL  HOSTILITY  TO 
CO-OPERATION. 

Those  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  business  of 
the  co-operative  movement  have  the  best  of  reasons 
for  desiring  a change  not  only  in  the  name  but  in  the 
character  of  the  Government. 

. That  is  one  reason  why  we  press  forward  the  claims 
of  the  Co-operative  candidates  now  seeking  election  to 
Parliament,  and  why  we  urge  co-operators  in  every 
constituency  to  give  their  votes  solidly  for  candidates 
who  may  be  relied  upon  to  adopt  methods  different  to 
those  adopted  by  the  Governments  that  have  ruled 
since1 1914. 

We  select  that  date  not  because  our  complaints 
j only  originated  since  then  but  because  since  then  the 
successive  Governments  have  had  every  reason  to 
recognise  the  part  played  by  the  movement  in  the 
service  of  the  nation  and  its  poorest  citizens.  Our 
services  might  have  entitled  us  to  preferential  treat- 
ment. No  preferential  treatment  has  been  given.  Of 
that  we  do  not  complain,  but  we  do  complain  of  the 
preferential  treatment  given  to  our  competitors,  and  of 
the  attempts  made  by  three  Governments — with  partial 
success — to  handicap  our  efforts,  to  penalise  the  thrift 
of  our  members,  to  pilfer  our  funds,  and  to  bestow  upon 
a privileged  class  functions  for  which  we  have  trained 
our  own  men. 

The  officers  of  the  Inland  Revenue  know,  and.  the 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  have  always  recognised, 
that  the  dividend  paid  to  members  of  co-operative 
societies  is  not  “profit”  but  money  saved.  Yet  Mr. 
Asquith’s  Government  introduced  a tax  upon  those 
savings  in  the  shape  of  Excess  Profits  Duty.  If  these 
funds  were  not  “ profits,”  they,  obviously,  could  not 
be  “ excess  profits  ” ; nevertheless,  Mr.  Asquith  taxed 
them. 

TAXATION. 

Mr.  Lloyd  George’s Government  also  taxed  them 
through  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax.  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  was  then  Prime  Minister ; but  Mr.  Bonar  Law 
led  the  battalions  of  the  Coalition  into  the  division  lobby 
in  favour  of  the  tax.  When  it  was  finally  proposed  to 
exempt,  from  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax,  the  proceeds 
of  mutual  trading  between  members  of  a co-operative 
society',  and  the  Government  suffered  defeat  on  the 
issue,  Conservatives  and  Mr.  Lloyd  George’s  Liberals 
obeyed  the  Government  whips  and  voted  for  con- 
tinuing the  tax  on  dividends. 

It  is  idle  to  deny,  as  some  members  of  the  late 
Ministerial  parties  do,  that  the  imposition  of  these  taxes 
was  due  to  the  pressure  of  our  trade  rivals.  The  pres- 
siire  had  been  applied  constantly  and'  persistently, 
and  when  the  Federation  of  British  Industries — the 
grand  alliance  of  the  biggest  of  profit-hunters — was 
able  to  boast  of  its  hundreds  of  members  in  Parliament, 
the  pressure  prevailed. 

PRIVATE  INTERESTS. 

The  pressure  of  the  capitalist  influences  always 
succeeded.  The  pressure  of  the  “ Daily  Mail  ” succeeded 
in  securing  the  bread  subsidy  in  1917,  to  bring  the  price 
of  the  loaf  down  to  gd.  That  subsidy  enabled  the 
customers  of  private  bakeries  to  secure  the  loaf  at  the 
price  at  which  it  was  sold  by  a hundred  or  more  co- 
operative societies  in  England  and  Scotland.  -It  cost 
the  taxpayer  fifty  millions  a year  while  the  subsidy 
lasted  ; but  the  Government  pleased  the  profiteer, 
so  all  was  well. 

In  1917,  the  Scottish  Wholesale  Society  decided  to 
consign  its  flour  to  its  society  members  carriage  paid  ; 
but  Mr.  Lloyd  George’s  Government  prohibited  that 
because  other  millers,  fearing  the}’  might  have  to 
follow  suit,  protested.  The  pressure  of  vested  interests 
prevailed  again. 

The  pressure  of  vested  interests  for  twenty-five  years 
led  to  the  maintenance  of  the  restrictions  on  the  im- 
portation of  Canadian  cattle,  which  added  considerably 
to  the  price  of  beef  to  the  consumer.  The  interests 
of  the  consumer  were  of  no  account  to  the  Governments 
of  Mr.  Balfour,  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman,  Mr. 
Asquith,  or  the  Lloyd  George-Bonar  Law  combination. 
Logic  was  on  the  side  of  the  co-operative  movement 
which  spoke  for  the  organised  consumers  in  demanding 
the  abolition  of  the  restrictions  ; excuse  after  excuse 
was  found  for  maintaining  the  Protectionist  embargo. 
A Royal  Commission,  which  reported  in  favour  of  the 
withdrawal  of  the  restrictions,  was  even  being  ignored 
till  Parliament,  influenced  chiefly  by  newspapers  which 
gave  voice  to  Canadian  dissatisfaction  over  the  position, 
decided  that  the  embargo  must  come  off.  But  it  is  not 
off  yet,  and  the  new  Cabinet  has  seven  peers  in  it,  some 
of  whom  are  great  landowners  likely  to  be  absolutely 
hostile  toils  removal. 

Throughout  the  whole  period  of  Government  control 


of  the  sale  of  commodities — which  only  expired  last 
year — the  co-operative  movement  in  many  directions 
could  have  kept  prices  down  and  served  the  masses 
better  ; but  it  was  hampered  by  the  Government,  which 
forced  to  recognise  the  potentialities  of  the  movement 
and  its  claim  to  be  regarded  as  the  representative  of 
the  consumer,  gave  the  last  word  to  committees  and 
commissions  dominated  by  “ big  business.” 
AUDITORSHIPS. 

One  of  the  latest  steps  taken  to  boycott  co-operative 
effort  was  that  taken  by  the  Liberal  and  Tory  Whips 
of  the  late  Coalition — the  Patronage  .Secretaries  to  the 
Treasury,  to  give  them  their  full  distinction.  They 
decided  that  no  one  would  henceforth  be  added  to  the 
list  of  Public  Auditors  who  did  not  bear  the  certificate 
or  diplomas  of  the  Institute  of  Chartered  Accountants 
or  of  the  Incorporated  Society  of  Accountants  and 
Auditors.  The  balance  sheets  of  co-operative  societies 
must  be  signed  by  Public  Auditors.  The  Co-operative 
Union  has  spent  thousands  of  pounds  during  the  past 
thirty  years  training  accountants  and  auditors.  To  gain 
the  Union's  full  certificate  in  auditing  requires  strenuous 
painstaking  study  for  a long  period  ; but  unless  they 
are  already  on  the  list  of  Public  Auditors,  those  who  hold 
these  certificates  cannot  hope  to  become  Public  Auditors 
so  long  as  the  Government's  decision  stands,  unless  they 
also  take  the  certificates  of  one  or  other  of  the  bodies 
mentioned.  The  co-operative  movement  protests 
against  the  attempt  to  make  private  corporations  the 
sole  arbiters  of  a man’s  fitness  to  do  public  work.  The 
Government  believes  it  is  right  to  hand  that  power  over 
to  these  private  corporations  so  that  nobody  will  be 
able  to  earn  the  fees  paid  to  auditors  of  the  thousands 
of  co-operative  societies  (in  the  Union  and  out  of  it) 
without  taking  the  diplomas  of  these  corporations  on 
the  terms  the  corporations  are  free  to  impose. 

Co-operators  at  the  ballot  box  ought  to  strike  against 
the  candidates  who  represent  the  Government  which 
so  shamelessly  bolsters  up  privilege  and  handicaps  a 
great  popular  movement  like  ours.  The  movement 
is  representative  of  the  masses.  Its  aim  is  to  see  the 
masses  contented  and  prosperous.  On  that  score  we 
ought  to  vote  against  the  candidates  representing  any 
section  of  a Government  whose  policy  has  brought 
the  people  into  a state  of  pauperisation.  We  shall 
return  to  that  later ; but  for  the  present  it  is  enough 
to  show  here  that  the  Government  and  its  parts  have 
been  hostile,  and  are  hostile,  to  the  movement  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  and  we  have  said  enough  to  warrant 
us  in  urging  support  at  the  polls  for  Co-operative 
candidates  and  for  all  who L are  prepared  to  prevent 
Parliament  from  being  used  .j#  advance  the  interests 
of  those  who  seek  to  destroy  our  movement. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

NATIONALISATION  PROPOSED. 

Followtng  the  remarks  in  last  week's  issue  regarding  tha 
Irish  railways,  it  is  interesting  to  observe  that  the  Special  Com- 
mission dealing  with  the  railways  recommends  that  they  should 
be  nationalised.  The  Commission,  which  was  presided  over 
by  Lord  Justice  O’Connor,  recommends,  however,  that  the 
railways  when  acquired  by  the  nation  should  not  be  managed 
by  a Minister,  like  the  Post  Office,  but  by  a national  board. 
There  is  a minority  report,  which  suggests  that  a sufficient 
improvement  would  be  effected  if  the  railway  system,  now  owned 
by  about  a score  of  companies,  were  unified. 

FARM  LABOURERS'  WAGES. 

When  and  where  is  the  reduction  in  farm  wages  going  to  stop ! 
Chesliire  farmers  and  the  Workers’  Union  have  reached  an 
agreement  under  which  wages  will  be  32s.  for  a week  of  fifty-four 
hours.  The  32s.  may  not  represent  the  gross  sum  which  a 
labourer  will  receive  from  his  employer,  but  even  allowing  for 
anything  in  the  shape  of  reduced  cottage  rent,  food,  or  a picco 
of  ground  to  till  for  his  own  benefit,  one  is  still  left  wondering 
how  it  is  possible  for  him  to  mal»e  both  ends  meet,  let  alone 
provide  for  that  time  when  Nature  tells  him  that  the  end  of  his 
working  days  has  come.  Other  districts  are  apparently  worse 
than  Cheshire.  The  worker  in  Norfolk,  for  instance,  draws  25s. 
from  the  farmer,  and  then  goes  to  the  Poor-Law  Guardians  for 
another  10s.  Gloucester  labourers  will  evidently  have  to  do 
the  same ; at  any  rate,  the  farmers  in  that  county  are  offering) 
so  it  is  reported,  the  same  wages  as  Norfolk.  Co-opernm0 
societies  are  far  from  making  fortunes  out  of  their  farms;  11 
so  long  as  they  have  farms  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  "ill  f?r0 
their  labourers  a chance  to  live.  The  Wholesale  Society  183 
become  quite  a big  farmer,  but  so  far  it  has  kept  its  band  ff0lU 
reducing  wages. 

ANOTHER  PRESS  MAGNATE. 

The  Astors  seem  bent  on  competing  with  the  Harniswor 
and  Beaverbrooks,  Berrys  and  Hultons,  for  newspaper  eon  ro. 
Lord  and  Lady  Astor  are  believed  to  be  the  controlling  I*0"1*? 
of  the  “ Observer.”  Major  J.  J.  Astor,  the  brother  of  ^ 
Astor,  is  associated  with  Mr.  John  Walter  in  the  acquisition  0 
the  Northeliffe  and  Ellerman  shares  in  the  “ Times.”  P!\ 
paid  for  this  control  is  said  to  have  been  £1,350.000.  Mr-  0 j 
Walter,  from  whom  Lord  Northeliffe  bought  his  holding- ^ 
an  option  on  the  rc-purchnse  of  the  shares  in  the  event  0 ^ 
again  coming  into  the  market,  so  that  the  transfer  that  I>nS  . 
taken  place  actually  restores  the  “Times”  to  Walter  1011 


taken  place  actually 
This  means,  no  doubt,  that  the  “ Times  ” 


old 


•ill  return  to  i,s 

policy  of  backing  the  Conservative  party,  but  declaring  tbnt^  ^ 
country  is  right  whenever  it  gets  into  disputes— diplo,,,fl  ^ _ 
otherwise — with  other  nations,  no  matter  wliat  party  may 
power.  Lord  Rothcrmere,  who  has  succeeded  bis  bro  88 
“chief  engineer”  at  the  “ Daily  Mail,”  is  said  to  have  «»« 
big  bid  for  the  control  of  the  “ Times.” 


fio 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS . 


READY  FOR  THE  FRAY. 


PROSPECTS  of  the  eleven  co-operative  candidates.  . 

TOUR  OF  THE  CONSTITUENCIES. 


BOGUS  “ CO-OPERATION.” 


TRICKERY  OF  POLITICAL  LEADERS. 


A WARNING  TO  THE  UNWARY. 


£ to  i'll  of  the  eleven  constituencies  in 
. ■ I,  co-oponitors  are  particularly  inter- 
red is  an  exhilarating  affair.  None  of  the 
-operative  candidates  is  so  foolish  as  to 

'njflgine-  that  he  1ms  got  his  opponent  beaten 
. <js  down,  and  that  his  election  to  Par- 
ament  is  a mere  formality.  But  they  are 
.[  out  to  win,  and  await  tho  verdict  with 
quietj  OTlSdrara.  , 

The  opposition  is  undoubtedly  keen,  and 
it  would  appear  limb  private  trading  in- 
j^-ts  would  rather  let  the  Conservative  or 
liberal  nm  on.  even  if  it  means  sacrificing 
politics,  than  the  Co-operative.  The 
jeason  is  obvious,  and  need  not  be  stressed. 

BRADFORD  SOUTH. 

jlr.  W,  Hirst,  who  is  standing  in  the  Co- 
operative interests  for  Bradford  S.,  is  feei- 
ng the  full  blast  of  this  opposition,  and  as 
be  was  also  Reeking  re-election  to  the  Town 
1'oancH  on  Wednesday,  he  is  receiving  a 
dcnble  dose.  But  he  is  an  optimist  of  the 
first  water,  and' moreover  he  has  a cheerful 
disposition  which-  attracts  friends  wherever 
lie  goes,  and  these  are  qualities  which  have 
great  influence  in  any  election. 

KING'S  NORTON  (BIRMINGHAM). 

3lrs.  Barton,  at  King’s  Norton  (Birming- 
iwni),  should  not  find  tho  way  to  Westmin- 
ster quite  so  hard.  She  has  made  herself 
«cce«lingly  popular,  and  has  demonstrated 
time  ami  time  again  that  she  is  a woman 
who  knows  the  men's  point  of  view.  She 
h*s  a large  employer  of  labour  as  her  prin- 
cipal opponent,  and  she  lias  a big  majority 
1o  wipe  off;  but  there  will  be  a good  many 
people  at  King’s’ Norton  surprised  if  she 
does  not  make  the  sitting -member  rise  and 
go  ehewheres  if  he  retains  the  desire  for 
Purlin meutibcy  honours.  A big  hole  in  the 
majority  is  the  least  expectation  of  her 
supporters. 


can  put  part  of  the- blame  on  their  Liberal 
member,  who  voted  for  the  reduction. 

Mr.  Alexander  is  not  losing  sight  of  this 
fact  in  his  addresses.  - 

STOCKPORT. 

Another  well-known  co-operative  official — 
Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (secretary  of  the  Co- 
operative Party) — is  upholding  the  banner 
of  co-operation  at  Stockport,  which,  by 
the  way,  is  bis  native  town.  Mr.  Perry 
fought  the  constituency  at  the  1920  by- 
election,  but  the  opposing  forces  were  too 
strong  and  lie  went  down.  He  is  much 
more  hopeful  this  time.  He  has  the  same 
opponents,  but  instead  of  working  hand  in 
hand,  as  they  did  on  the  previous  occasion, 
it  seems  to  be  a case  of  “ they  don’t  know 
where  they  are."  This  sort  of  “ co-operu- 
tion  " will  just  suit  Mr.  Perry. 

MOSS  SIDE  (MANCHESTER). 

In  the  Moss  Side  Division  of  Manchester 
Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (head  of  the  Publica- 
tions Department  of  the  Co-operative 
Union)  is  the  Co-operative  candidate. 
Against  him  are  a Conservative  and  a 
Liberal.  The  Conservative  is  the  sitting 
Member,  and  bis  record  in  Parliament  can 
only  be  described  as  that  of  a reactionary. 
He  certainly  has  gone  out  of  his  way  to 
hinder  the  progress  of  the  co-operative 
movement,  and  if  Mr.  Mercer  can  put  him 
in  his  right  place,  which  is  outside  Parlia- 
ment, he  will  earn  the  gratitude  of  every 
co-operator. 

KETTERING. 

Last  but  not  least  of  the  constituencies 
to  be  fought  in  the  interests  of  co-opera- 
tion is  Kettering,  where  Mr.  A.  E.  Water- 
son  is  hopeful  of  retaining  his  seat.  He 
had  a majority  of  something  like  2,500  at 
the  general  election,  and  his  workers  are 
out  for  wliat  every  worker  1 wants — 
an  increase.  His  opponent — he  has  only 
one  iso  far — is  a Conservative. 


Mu.  Lloyd  George  at  Glasgow  fell  into 
line  with  Mr.  Churchill  and  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain  m his  call  for  union  against  tho  Labour 
menace.  His  designation  of  his  new  somer- 
sault in  politics  as  a “co-operative  move- 
ment" is  a piece  of  camouflage  no  doubt 
conceived  as  a means  of  deluding  the 
unwary. 

Mr.  Lloyd  George,  Mr.  Austen  Chamber- 
lain,  Lord  Birkenhead,  Mr.  Churchill,  and 
the  general  rump  of  the  late  Coalition  Gov- 
ernment are  making  a perverted  use  of  the 
word  “ co-operative,"  and  the  daily  press 
is  adopting  tho  word  in  the  same  sense  in 
which  the  sacked  Ministers  are  using  it. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  unnecessary  to  inform 
our  readers  that  the  members  of  the  late 
Government  who  are  attempting,  with  the 
ex-Priine  Minister,  to  force  a new  Coalition 
on  the  country,  are  hostile  to  our  co-opera- 
tive movement. 

Members  of  our  societies  join  because 
they  have  something  in  common,  and  they 
co-operate  together  with  a common  aim  and 
in  support  of  a common  principle. 

_ The  bogus  co-operation  which  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  now  preaches  means,  if  it  means 
anything  at  all,  that  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and 
his  followers  will  pretend  to  co-operate  with 
Mr.  Bouar  Law  and  his  followers,  whom 
they  have  spent  the  past  week  in  ridiculing 
because  of  their  incapacity  and  their  want 
of  purpose. 

Mr.  Bonar  Law  and  his  friends  say  the 
late  Government  led  the  country  into  the 
present  mess.  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  his 
friends  say  the  country  is  not  in  a mess ; it 
was  led  out  of  the  mess  by  them;  but  that 
Mr.  Bonar  Law  and  his  Government  cannot 
lead  the  country  out  of  the  mess  it  is  not  in. 
It  is  all  very  contradictory  and  very  absurd; 
but  the  Lloyd  George-Birkenhead  caucus 
have,  in  effect,  so  declared  themselves. 

What  the  respective  leaders  of  these 
mutually  destructive  forces  mean  is  that 
each  will  try  to  destroy  the  other  at  the 
polls  because  each  is  convinced  of  the 


other’s  unfitness  to  govern;  but  whichever 
wins,  the  other  will  “ co-operate  ” with  it. 
or  work  with  it,  to  intensify  the  incompe- 
tence by;  which  each  believes  the  other  is 
impregnated. 

There  is  a real  Co-operative  Party  in  the 
fight.  It  is  the  smallest  party,  but  it  repre- 
sents one  of  the  biggest  factors  that  has 
entered  into  our  social  and  economic  life, 
and  it  ought  to  become  also  the  biggest 
factor  in  our  political  life.  The  present 
Ministry  will  have  to  give  its  support  to  the 
privileged  classes;  the  late  Ministry  did 
that  'consistently ; and  its  leading  members 
promise  to  give  “general  support"  to  the 
piesent  Government  on  the  same  lines. 

The  Co-operative  Party,  which  has  never 
been  part  of  any  Ministry,  and  is  there- 
fore free  of  any  blame  for  the  political 
blunders  and  crimes  which  have  brought 
the  country  to  its  present  misery, 
represents  those  who  have  for  nearly  a hun- 
dred years,  by  common,  methods  and  by  the 
adoption  of  common  principles,  raised  the 
great  bulk  of  the  population  to  a higher 
standard  of  comfort  and  happiness  than  it 
otherwise  could  have  readied. 

If  any  stray  co-operators  should  he  at- 
tracted by  the  use  of  the  words  “ Co- 
operate," “ Co-operation,”  and  “ Co-opera- 
tive," as  applied  to  the  followers  of  the  late 
Prime  Minister  or  the  present  Prime  Minis- 
ter, let  them  remember  that  the  camp 
followers  of  these  two  gentlemen  have 
nothing  in  common  with  the  co-operative 
movement  as  it  is  known  to  readers  of  this 
paper. 

The  man  determined  to  continue  in  crime 
and  the  policeman  determined  to  prevent 
him  cannot  “co-operate"  in  their  daily 
occupation,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  George’s  gang 
and  Mr.  Bonar  Law’s  gang,  who  view  each 
other  in  these  relative  positions,  cannot 
co-operate,  even  for  their- own  purposes,  and 
they  never  have  co-operated  with  us  for  our 
purposes. 


SPARKBROOK  (BIRMINGHAM). 

Another  Birmingham  constituency— 
Sparkbrook — also  has  a Co-operative  candi- 
date to  return  to  Parliament.  It  is  Mr.  E. 
V.  Hampton,  who  was  seeking  reflection  to 
the  Town  Council  on  Wednesday.  Mr. 
Hampton  has  done  a lot  of  work,  especially 
of  a social  character,  to  justify  people  de- 
scribing him  as  “ The  People's  Man.”  Ten- 
ants have  found  in  him  a veritable  champion, 
and  the  efforts  he  has  put  forth  on  their 
behalf  should  improve  his  chances  on  the 
loth  very  materially.  There  are  a lot  of 
private  shopkeepers  and  big  employers  of 
labour  in  the  constituency,  and  whatever 
opposition  the  Co-operative  candidate  has 
will  come  from  this  quarter.  His  good  work 
on  the  Town  Council  should,  however,  more 
than  counterbalance  this. 

PAISLEY. 

This  \ ._ ,i r there  are  only  two  candidates 
in  Scotland  who  are  running  definitely  in  co- 
operative colours.  Four  years'  ago  there 
aere  three,  and  it  is  not  necessary  just  now 
that  we  should  enter  on  the  reasons  why  two 
of  those  three  are  not  on  the  present  list. 

The  only  one  of  the  .Scottish  candidates 
Jmo  Ims  been  through  the  turmoil  of  a 
General  Election  before  is  Mr.  J.  M.  Biggar, 
d'e  genial  chairman  of  the  Glasgow  and  Dis- 
trict Conference  Association,  who  in  this 
election  is  again  standard  bearer  for  co-ope- 
ration in  Paisley.  This  is  his  third  time  of 
hying,  and  it  is  said  that  the  third  time  is 
lucky.  Co-operators  do  not  believe  in  luck, 
however,  for  they  know  that  it  is  not  by 
auk  l,ut  by  hard  work  that  elections  arc 
^°n,  and  if  hard  work  can  do  it  they  are 
wfemined  that  the  elec-tors  of  Paisley  in 

.“2  dull  endorse  the  verdict  of  the  electors 
01  East  Fife  in  1918.  “ Wait  and  see  ” is  a 

watchword  which  is  not  greatly  in  vogue  in 
rao  tlirend  town. 


TRADESTON  (GLASGOW). 

It  is  twenty  years  since  Sir  Win,  Maxwell, 
•'on  plain  Mr.  Maxwell,  contested  Trades- 
J?n  Division  in  the  Liberal  interest.  In 
lose  days  Ireland  was  the  chief  topic,  and 
'iioiii.sni  prevailed,  helped  a little  by  judi- 
hduk  giving  of  deles.  Now  Ireland  no  longer 
oiks  tli?  way,  and  the  electors  of  1922  have 
chance  of  showing  that  their  cu-opern tion 
Lk  c t,li»g.  and  of  determining  that  the 
w i 9°-°Perative  Scotland  shall  be  repre- 
ntv,  * 111  fl'6  House  of  Common, •)  by  a co- 
rfit°r.  Mr.  Thomas  Henderson  is  well 
n in  the  district.  He  is  a member  of 
nia„  Klim'nE  Park  Society’s  board  of 
q fragonient,  and  a councillor  of  the  City  of 
snow  as  well  as  an  ardent  trade  unionist 


°I»rator 

hrii 

the 


u,il.th°re  nre  omougli  co-operator  and  trade 
tvj,,'  ,1  voters  ill  the  division  to  place  him 
16th  lpllant,y  at1  the  head  of  the  poll  on  the 


HILLSBOROUGH  (SHEFFIELD). 

PsnT'  ^ Alexander  (secretary  of  the 
livo  f.nKlltllry  Committee  of  the  Co-opera- 
n«|f  '-°“«ress)  lias  already  established  him- 
Siiolfi'Vi  E'eat  favourite  with  the  workers  of 
"f„i  i ‘ Ho  is  just  the  sort  of  man  that 
i,,,,.:',  appeal  to  them.  He  is  devoting 
hie  amount  of  time  to  unemplo 
mlv  * !l  suLjf*<-t  with  which  tho  workers  a 
in:,:,  j painfully  well  acquainted,  j Crowds 
-,1  5,en  standing  shivering  in  the  queue 
tinlv  i r labour  Bureau  ; and  if  their  dole 
1 1jjs.  a week  instead  of  £1,  well,  they 


NOW’S  THE  TIME. 


WHEN  WINSTON  WAS  HAPPY 

From  til©  Autobiography  of  .Margot 
Asquith. 

(Diary  Quota  tion,:  August  4th,  1911). 

“ I looked  at  tile  children  asleep  aftel 
dinner  before  joining  Henry  in  the  Cabinet 
room.  I /Old  Crewe  and  Sir  Edward  Grey 
were  already  t lie  re,  and  we  sat  smoking 
cigarettes"  in  silence;,  some  went  out, 
others  came  in,  ' nothing  was  said. 

“The  clock  on  the  mantelpiece  hammered 
out  the  hour,  and  when  the  last  beat  of 
midnight  hammered  it  was  as  silent  as 
the  dawn. 

“ We  were  at  war. 

“ I left  to  go  to  bed,  and  as  I wa.s 
pausing  at  the  foot  of  the  staircase  I saw 

Winston  Churchill  with  a happy  face 
striding  towards  the  double  doors  of  the 
Cabinet  room.” 


The  recent-  declaration  of  Mr.  (I  mean 
Earl)  Balfour  that  “ I am  a co-operator,” 
brings  to  mind  a meeting  ef  the  Labour 
Copartnership  Association  as  long  ago  as. 
1908.:  when  he  declared  himself  a copartner, 
and  became  president  of  that  organisation, 
.which  has  since  departed  from  its  co-opera- 
tive ways  of  that  and  earlier  days.  At 
some,  time  or'  other  these  wonderful  poli- 
ticians have  called  themselves  by  names 
familiar  enough  to  our  democratic  causes, 
but  strangely  at  variance  with  their  votes 
and  official  attitude. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE 

CONST1TUENCES. 


WHAT  CANDIDATES  AKE  UP  AGAINST. 

WHERE  WORKERS  ARE 
NEEDED. 

The  following  list  shows  the  prospective 
candidates  in  those  constituencies  in  which 
the  Co-operative  Party  has  its  official 
nominees,  together  with  the  results  of  tho 
last  elections.  Nominations  do  not  close 
till  to-day  (Saturday,  November  1st),  and 
changes  may  therefore  occur.  (/)  Denotes 
sitting  member. 

KETTERING  (M  ID-NORTH  A NTS) . 

•A.  E.  WATERSON  (Co-operativo). 

Owen  Parker  (Conservative). 

1918  Election  result:  Wnterson,  10.299; 
Buxton  (Co. -Liberal),  7,761 ; Ferguson 
(Nationalist  Party),  4,489. 

PAISLEY. 

J.  M.  BIGGAR  (Co-operative). 

•H.  H.  Asquith  (Liberal). 

Last  Election  (1920):  Asquith,  14,094; 
Biggar,  11,840;  M'Kean  (Conservative), 
3,778. 

HILLSBOROUGH  (SHEFFIELD). 

A.  V.  ALEXANDER  (Co-operative). 

•A.  Neal  (National  Liberal). 

1918  Emotion:  Neal,  11,171;  Lockwood 

(Co-operative),  4,050. 


BRADFORD,  S. 

W.  HIRST  (Co-operative). 

•Lt.-Col.  Hon.  F.  V.  Willey  (Con.). 

H.  H.  Spencer  (Liberal). 

1918  Election:  Willey,  11,983;  Hirst,  8,182; 
Muff  (Ind.  Liberal),  6,611. 

KING’S  NORTON  (BIRMINGHAM). 

Mrs.  E.  BARTON  (Co-operat-iva). 

•Sir  H.  Austin  (Conservative). 

W.  Meakin  (Liberal). 

1918  Election:  Austin,  8,809;  Haekett  (Co- 
operative), 4,917 ; Birlq&tt  (Liberal), 
2,435. 


SPARKBROOK  (BIRMINGHAM). 

E.  W.  HAMPTON  (Co-operative). 

•L.  C.  Amory  (Conservative). 

T.  F.  Duggan  (Liberal). 

1918  Election:  Amery,  15,225;  Spires  (Co- 
operative), 3,01 1 ; Hurst  (Liberal), 

I, 251. 

STOCKPORT  (Two  Seats). 

S.  F.  PERRY  (Co-operative). 

J.  C.  H.  Robinson  (Labour). 

•W.  Greenwood  (Conservative). 

•H.  Fildes  (National  Liberal). 

Bye-election  (1920):  Greenwood,  . 22,317 ; 

Fildes,  22,386;  Money  (Labour),  16,042  : 
Perry,  14,4,34;  Kiiidell  (BottomleyL 
5,644;  Terrett  (Bottomley),  5,443; 
O'Brien  (Sinn  Fein),  2,306. 

MOSS  SIDE  (MANCHESTER). 


T.  W.  MERCER  (Co-operative). 
•Lt.-Col.  G.  B.  Hurst  (Conservative). 

A.  T.  Ackroyd  (Liberal). 

1918  Election:  Hurst  (Con.),  10,621;  Stott 
(Lib.),  5,708. 


TR ADESTON  (GL ASG 0 W) . 

T.  HENDERSON  (Co-operative). 
•Lt.-Col.  v.  L.  Henderson  (Cons.). 

C.  D.  B.  Murray  (Liberal). 

Mrs.  Crawfurd  "(Communist). 

1918 1 Election:  V.  L.  Henderson  (U.), 

12.250;  M'Dougall  (Soc.),  3,751;  White 
(Lib.),  3,369. 

TOTTENHAM.  N. 

R.  C.  MORRISON  (Co-operative). 

C.  D.  Roberts  (Conservative). 

F.  Bartle  (Independent). 

1918  Election:  Preiscott  (Oo.-l’ni' n:?t), 

11,891;  Alden  (Liberal),  7,293. 

EAST  HAM,  S. 

A.  BARNES  (Co-operative). 

C.  Edwards  (National  Liberal). 

1918  Election  : Edwards  (Nat.  Dem.),  7,972  ; 
Hamlett  (U.),  5,661;  Henderson  (Lab.), 
5,024. 


LONDON  CONSTITUENCIES., 


What  will  Loudon’s  answer  be.  It  lias 
the  opportunity  of  returning  to  I arlianient 
two  co-operators  who  have  the  workers  wel- 
fare seriously  at  heart.  One  of  the  candi- 
dates is  Mr.  A.  Barnes,  who  is  the  president 
of  the  London  Society,  and  who  is  standing 
for  Ham  S.E.  Mr.  R C.  Morrison  is  the  other 
candidate,  and  his  constituency  is  Totten- 
ham N.  Both  are  worthy  of  being  reUirued 
to  -Westminster.  Better  working-class 
representatives  it  would  be  hard  to  find. 
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CO-OPERATION  IN  GEORGIA. 


WHAT  IS  THE  POSITION  OF  THE  COMMUNISTS  ? 


COMMENTS  ON  MR.  VICTOR  SERWY’S  REPORT. 


The  communications  published  below  show  how  difficult  it  is  for  people  in 
this  country  to  Judge  what  the  actual  position  is  with  regard  to  co-operation 
in  Georgia.  In  the  meantime  tho  I.C.A.  executive  have  acoepted  the  report  of 
M.  sorwy,  who  has  declared  that  tho  Georgian  co-operative  movement  is  not 
frco,  but  is  subjugated  by  the  Communists  and  by  the  Russian  Soviet  Govern- 
ment. Tho  " considered  reply  ” to  M.  Serwy,  promised  by  Centrosoyus,  will 
be  awaited  with  interest. 


A CENTROSOYUS 

PROTEST. 


By  A.  A.  KISSIN  (Member  of  the  Board). 

The  information  department  of  tho  All- 
Russian  Centra!  Union  of  Consumers’  Societies 
“ Centrosoyus,”  sends  us  the  declaration  made 
by  Mr.  A.  A.  Kissin  (member  of  tho  board  of 
Centrosoyus),  at  the  meeting  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance,  held  in  Essen,  on  September  29th, 
1922. 

I beg  to  make  (said  M.  Kissin)  the  following 
declaration  on  behalf  of  Centrosoyus  : — 

1.  The  Soviet  Government,  in  Russia,  as 
well  as  in  the  federated  Soviet  Republics, 
supports  and  encourages  tho  co-operative 
movement,  which  has  attained,  under'  the 
Soviet  regime,  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
development  and  prosperity.  In  all  questions 
of  co-operative  legislation — on  banking,  trade, 
credits,  transport,  taxation,  &c.— the  Soviet 
Government  has  always  met  the  desires  of 
co-operation  and  granted  it  privileges  and 
facilities  which  arc  not  accorded  to  private 
capital. 

The  delegation  of  the  International  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance  which  visited  Russia  in  March, 
1922,  bears  testimony- to  this  fact  in  its  report, 
which  you  have  just  approved. 

2.  The  assertion  that  co-operation,  and 
co-operators  in  their  co-operative  work,  aro 
Subjected  to  persecution  by  the  authorities, 
has  no  foundation  in  fact,  and  is  a product 
of  tho  imagination  of  the  political  antagonists 
of  the  Soviet  Government.  On  the  contrary, 
those  co-onerators,  both  in  Russia  and  in 
Georgia,  who  have  been  loyal  to  tho  Soviot 
Government,  aro  being  earnestly  requested 
by  it,  as  well  as  by  the  Communist  Party, 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  re-establisTiment 
of  the  economic  life  of  the  country. 

3.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Georgian  co-opc- 
ration,  through  the  Transcaucasian  Co-opera- 
tive Union,  is  affiliated  to  Centrosoyus,  and 
that,  therefore,  we  are  specially  interested 
in  making  the  actual  position  of  co-operation 
in  Soviet  Georgia  perfectly  clear,  the  Com- 
mission has  refused  our  proposal  to  refer  the 
discussion  of  this  matter  to  the  next  meeting 
of  the  executive  committee  in  order  to  onablc 
Centrosoyus  to  furnish  documents  countering 
the  statements  contained  in  Mi-.  Serwy’s  report, 
prior  to  the  passing  of  a resolution. 

Placing  on  record  that  the  report  of  Mr. 
Serwy  has  to  a certain  extent  been  drawn  up 
under  tho  influence  of  the  political  enemies 
of  the  Soviot  Government,  we  protest  against 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance  bring 
used  for  political  purposes,  as  this  is  contrary 
to  Section  7 of  the  Statutes  of  the  Alliance. 

Wo  protest,  further,  against  the  resolution 
(accepting  Serwy’s  report)  just  adopted,  and 
declare 

that  Centrosoyus  will  take  all  stops  to  fully 
end  objectively  elucidate  the  position  of 
the  co-onerative  movement  in  Georgia.'  We 
will  endeavour  to  havo  this  matter  re- 
examined by  the  Central  Committee  of  tho 
International  Co-operative  Alliance,  as  we 
are  fully  convinced  that  it  has  not  beon 
rightly  decided  by  tho  present  meeting. 


COMMUNIST  TYRANNY 

DENOUNCED. 

By  A.  BAIKALOFF  (of  the  Siberian 
Zakupsbyt  Ltd). 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”) 

Rear  Str, — It  is  with  great  satisfaction 
that  I read  in  tho  “ Co-operative  News  ” an 
article  by  Mr.  Victor  Serwy  on  his  visit  to 
Georgia  last  summer.  The  vivid  description 
of  tho  conditions  under  which  this  unfortunato 
'country  a,nd  its  formerly  flourishing  co-opera- 
tive movement  have  been  placed  by  the  Russian 
Communists,  is  true  and  faithful  to  tho  letter. 

At  last  a man,  whoso  honesty  and  upright- 
ness are  beyond  all  doubt,  has  dared  to  expose 
tho  Russian  Communists  boforo  the  British 
co-operators,  and  to  dissipate  those  fairy  tales 
regarding  the  Russian  ‘‘.Socialist  and 
Co-operative  Paradise”  which  have  been 
spread  throughout  this  country  by  some,  not 
always  disinterested,  friends  of  tho  Russian 
Communists. 

Mr.  V.  Serwy  says  : “ There  is  but  one  daily 
press,  that  of  tho  Communist  Party.  Not  a 
single  meoting  of  the  co-operators  can  be  hold 
without  pressure  being  exercised  by  the 
Communist  Party,  and  no  election  of  tho 
committee  management  can  take  place  freely. 
Cnly  tho  Communists  enjoy  liberty.  Not  a 
day  passes  without  directors,  officials,  and 
employees  of  tho  oo-o'porativo  societies  being 
thrown  into  prison.” 


Every  word  from  this  passago  is  as  true 
as  the  Biblo,  and  it  refers  not  alone  to  Georgia 
but  to  the  whole  of  Russia. 

In  support  of  this  statement  I should  like 
to  quote  a letter  from  Kieff,  published  by  tho 
official  organ  of  the  Russian  Social  Democratic 
Labour  Party,  edited  in  Berlin  by  L.  Martoff 
(“  The  Social  Messenger,”  No.  17,  September 
8th,  1922). 

“ It  has  been  decided  that  tho  District 
Co-operative  Workers’  Committeo  should  be 
amalgamated  with  the  Kieff  EPO  (United 
Consumers’  Society),  and  becomo  tho  Kieff 
Union  of  Workers’  Co-operation.  The 
managing  committee  of  this  new  society  has 
now  to  be  elected.  How  is  one  to  do  that  ? 
It  seems  quite  easy  to  answer  this  question : 
namely,  a joint  conference  of  both  amalga- 
mated bodies  ought  to  be  convened-  and  an 
election  effected,  as  is  the  custom-  in  all 
democratic.,  and  even  noil-democratic  coun- 
tries. But  our  Communists  are  not  like 
‘ those  confounded  democrats.’  They  ruled 
that  of  the  six  members  of  the  new  committee 
lour  are  to  be  delegated  directly  by  the  board 
of  the  two  amalgamated  bodies,  and  only 
two  members  are  to  be  elected  by  tho  con-  • 
ference.  By  this  trick  the  Communist 
majority  in  the  new  managing  committee  was 
safely  secured.  However,  even  this  was 
found  insufficient.  Many  of  the  co-operative 
organisations,  membore'of  the  new  union, 
were  not  invited  to  send  their  representatives 
to  the  conference  ; while,  on  the  other  hand, 
quite  independent  bodies  look  part  in  the 
conference  and  in  tho  elections. 

“ According  to  tho  ‘ by-law  ’ of  this  new 
union  its  delegate  conference  is  to  bo  composed 
in  such  a way  that  two-thirds  of  its  members 
arc  to  be  elected  by  co-operative  organisations, 
and  one-third  to  be  sent  by  the  Trade  Unions 
Council  What  for  ? In  order  to  cnauro  a 
close  collaboration  between  tho  co-operative 
and  trade  union  movements.  The  naive 
co-operator  who  perhaps  will  think  it  just 
to  have  one-third  of  the  delegates  to  the  trade 
union  conference  elected  by  co-operative 
organisations  will,  of  course,  make  a big  mis- 
take. All  the  philosophy  in  regard  to  ‘ close 
collaboration  ’ is  being  drawn  for  the  following 
very  simplo  reason : during  tho  last  four 

years  tho  trade  unions  were  made  the  blind 
Blaves  of  the  Soviet  State  machinery,  and  are 
now  ready  to  obey  the  commands  of  the 
Communist  Party  committee,  whereas  the 
local  co-operative  bodies,  being  more  or  less 
the  product  of  public  independent  activity, 
cannot  be  adapted  so  easily  to  the  Communist 
experiments. 

“ However,  fearing  that  all  these  machina- 
tions will  prove  inadequate  to  ensure  their 
majority  at  the  co-operative  conference  the 
Communists  ruled  that  the  number  of  members 
sent  to  tliis  conference  by  the  trade  union 
council  was  not  to  represent  one-third  of  the 
number  of  co-operative  delegates  present,  but 
to  substitute  one-third  of  the  number  which 
ought  to  bo  present  according  to  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union’s  regulations.” 

So  much  as  to  the  “ freedom  of  elections  ” 
of  the  co-operative  managing  bodies  in  Soviot 
Russia.  With  regard  to  persecutions  of  the 
co-operators,  we  have  just  received  information 
that  many  leaders  of  the  agricultural  co-opera- 
tion havo  been  arrested  and  exiled  to  North 
Russia  and  abroad. 

The  Russian  Communists  arc  endeavouring 
to  persuade  tho  British  co-operators  that 
co-oneration  in  Russia  is  as  free  and  inde- 
pendent as  in  this  country.  However,  this  is 
entirely  wrong.  Since  1920  tho  Russian, 
co-operative  movement  was,  and  still  remains, 
in  the  grip  of  tho  Communist  Party,  which 
by  Bheer  force  and  abominable  election  tricks 
suppress  co-operative  solf-action,  independence, 
and  freedom. 


C.W.S  SHOPFITTINGS. 

SPLENDID  SHOW  AT  ASHTON. 

The  C.W.S.  shop  fittings  exhibited  at  the 
Ashton  exhibition  recently,  were  a source 
of  admiration  and  surprise.  The  simplicity 
of  the  stand  construction  served  to  enhance 
the  high-class  finish  and  appearance  of  the 
glass  counter  showcases  and  the  “unit” 
quick-service  fittings  (the  silent  salesmen 
of  the  present  age). 

As  an  instance  of  the  excellent  impression 
made  by  the  display,  it  might  be  mentioned 
that  there  were  three  distinct  inquiries  from 
private  shopkeepers  wanting  to  purchase  the 
fittings  of  the  stand.  The  advertisement  at 
this  exhibition  has  created  amongst  retail 
societies’  managers,  buyers,  committeemen, 
and  members  an  interest  in  the  depart- 
ment’s products  which  should  result  in  in- 
creased trade,  particularly  in  shop  fittings 
and  shop  fronts,  when  the  trade  slump 
is  over. 

Steps  are  l»ing  taken  to  form  a branch 
of  tile  Men’s  Guild  in  connection  with  the 
Windhill  Society.  - 


MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS 


fCoRRES pond ents  oro  requested  to  wrlto  in  Ink,  on 
ons  side  of  the  paper,  dlatlnetly  and  briefly,  stating 
sgo,  sex,  occupation,  end  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
" noms-do-pliune " or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
names  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  do  6cen  «y»n  be  con- 
sidered. Address,  " The  Doctor,”  “ Cooperative  News,-- 
Long  Militate,  Manchester.] 

“ Cracks.” — The  oracks  are  probably  due 
to  your  putting  the  hands  too  much  in 
water  and  insufficient  drying.  Avoid  this 
as  much  as  possible,  and  use  boracic  acid 
zinc  ointment  to  the  cracks, 

“ Rush  or, me  X.” — Here  is  a prescription 
for  the  boy  : — Compound  tincture  of  cam- 
phor, 1 drachm;  oxymel  of  squills,  2 
drachms;  ipecacuanha  wine,  3 drachms; 
emulsion  of  chloroform,  2 drachms;,  pepper- 
mint water  to  6 ounces.  One  tablespoonful 
when  the  cough  is  troublesome. 

“ Cube.” — The  advertiser  is  simply  a 
quack,  and  the  statements  about  his  being 
able  to  cure  so  many  different  things  by  tho 
same  remedy  are  nonsense.  A doctor’s 
powers  of  cure  are  limited  enough,  but  a 
quack’s  claims  are  based  upon  pure  preten- 
sion. Take  no  notice  of  this  advertisement, 
and  spend  your  money  on  good  food,  and 
get  out  more  into  the  open  air. 

Post-Nasal  Catarrh  (“  Over-Anxious  ”). 
— Post-nasal  catarrh  seems  to  be  your 
trouble,  for  which  sniffing  up  salt  and  water 
is  helpful,  as  you  ask.  But  the  best  treat- 
ment is  that  of  prevention,  as  detailed  in 
my  reply  to  “ Stenosis,”  to  which  I refer 
you  and  advise  you  to  “ read,  mark,  learn, 
and  inwardly  digest,”  and  act  upon  the 
advice.  Your  own  doctor  tells  you  that  you 
‘‘do  not  get  enough  of  outdoor  exercise,” 
and  with  this  I agree,  as  I do  with  the  one 
who  said  that  you  were  “ too  anxious  ubout 
yourself”;  and  I would  also  suggest  that 
you  would  be  better  , not  to  smoke  at  all; 
it  can  do  a young  fellow  like  you  nothing 
but  harm. 

“ Blue  Jersey.’’— (1)  No,  I am  not  a 
lady  doctor.  (2)  Your  shortness  of  breath 
when  walking,  especially  uphill,  and  oppres- 
sion in  the  region  of  the  heart  are  probably 
due  to  some  heart  trouble,  the  exact  nature 
of  which  can  only  be  ascertained  by  exami- 
nation by  a competent  physician.  "(3)  Yes, 
my  reply  to  ‘‘Blue  Bird”  in  the  Medical 
Column  of  October  14th.  1922,  will  be  good 
for  your  symptoms.  (4)  The  best  position 
to  lie  is  on  the  right  side,  with  the  head 
on  a moderately  high  pillow.  (5)  Many 
thanks  for  your  commendation  of  what  you 
refer  to  as  our  “ candid  column  in  the 
‘ News,’  which  you  follow  with  interest, 
finding  many  useful  hints  for  general 
health.” 

Neuritis  (‘‘  Anelco  ”). — ‘‘  Asperin  ” is 
useful  as  a pain  reliever,  but  it  should  not- 
be  taken  regularly  or  very  often.  Here  is 
a prescription  which  may  help  you  as  a regu- 
lar “medicine”: — Dilute  phosphoric  acid, 
2 drachms;  tincture  of  nux  vomica,  14 
drachms;  compound  tincture  of  cinchona,  2 
drachms;  chloroform  water  to  8 ounces. 
One  tablespoonful  to  be  taken  three  times 
a day  when  the  pain  is  severe.  “ Rubbing  ” 
is  more  harmful  than  helpful  for  neuritis 
for  the  arm  mid  shoulder,  which  is  more 
benefited  by  rest  on  a pillow  and  being 
covered  with  cotton  wool  and  flannel,  and 
carried  in  a sling,  instead  of  being  hung 
down  when  up  or  walking  about.  Neuritis 
is  apt  to  be  tedious  in  treatment  and  pro- 


longed in  its  continuanoe,  necessltatina 
patience  on  the  part  of  the  patient  and  tha 
doctor-  8 

Superfluous  Hair  (“X.  Y.  Z/’L—Thcra 
is  no  trustworthy  method  of  destroying 
superfluous  hair  which  does  not,  as  vou'say 
tend  to  “ cause  them  to  keep  'growing 
stronger  every  time.”  The  application 
which  burn  the  hair  off  tend  to  stimulate  its 
growth,  and  even  the  much-lauded  “ elec- 
trolysis'’— destruction  by  means  of  an  elec- 
tric needle-ris  no  sure  preventive  of  recur- 
rence,  while  the  cost  is  practically 
prohibitive.  It  is  an  unwelcome  but  unde- 
niable fact  that  there  is  no  real  cure  either 
for  falling  hair  or  for  getting  rid  of  super- 
fluous hair. 

“ W.  M.  K.” — I must  protest  against  tJie 
ink  you  use;  the  writing  of  your  letter  is; 
so  faint  as  to  be  almost  undecipherable 
Your  trouble — noises  in  the  head— is  apt  to 
be  difficult  to  “cure,”  and  to  persist,  in 
spite  of  all  treatment,  for  a long  time,  now 
and  then  ebbing  and  floiying,  and  sometimes 
disappearing  spontaneously.  Get  the  ears 
examined  bv  a doctor,  for  wax,  and,  if 
found,  ask  him  to  syringe  it  out.  Should 
the  noises  continue  after  this,  and  the  sub- 
sequent use  of  the  “ politzer  bag”  by  the 
doctor,  then  all  you  can  do  is  to  lead  a life 
free  from  excitement,  with  not  much  meat 
or  many  hot  liquids,  no  alcohol  or  tobacco 
and  sleeping  with  the  head  high,  and  getting 
out  a good  deal  into  the  open  air. 

“ L’ Avenir.” — Replies  are  only  given  in 
the  Medical  Column.  Your  conditions  and 
symptoms  are  due  to  pure  nervousness.  (1) 
It  is  not  serious.  (2)  and  (3)  It  is  curable  ' 
without  operation.  (4)  Marriage  will  not  be 
affected.  It  is  good  to  know  that  you  axe 
such  a'  diligent  student  of  so  many  of  our 
publications — the  “ Producer,”  ‘‘Mill gate 
Monthly  ” “Our  Circle,”  “ Woman's  Out- 
look,” ‘‘  Wheatsheaf,”  and,  of  course,  the 
“Co-operative  News,”  the  Medical  Column 
of  the  last-mentioned  receiving  first  con-  i 
sideration,  . undoubtedly  the.  . attraction- 
being  its  “ free,  straight,  and  frank 
replies.”  Many  thanks  for'  your  good 
wishes  for  my  health — a doctor’s  health  does 
not  often  interest  his  patients. 

A Sensible  Suggestion  (“  Guild  Wo- 
man’”).— You  begin  your  letter  so  sensibly 
that  I cannot  refrain  from  quoting  from 
that  part  where  you  say:  “I  always  read 
the  Medical  Replies,  and  everybody  ought 
to  cut  them  out  and  save  them  for  future 
reference,  as  I do,  as  it  would  save  you  a 
lot  of  trouble  replying  to  the  same  thing 
over  and  over  again.”  You  are  quite  right, 
and  I only  wish  others  would  follow  your 
example  and  cut  out  the  replies.  What  a 
lot  of  repetition  it  would  save!  “ Change” 
seems  to  be  troubling  you,  and  if  this  is  so, 
then  you  cannot  expect  recovery  from  tho 
symptoms  until  that  is  over,  and  this  may 
take  a considerable  time.  For  the  pain, 
your  best  treatment  is  by  rest  and  the  appli- 
cation of  hot  flannels  or  a hot  water  rubber 
bottle.  This  prescription  will  help  you:  — 
Bromide  of  potash,  2 drachms;  bromide  of 
soda,  2 drachms;  tincture  of  hyoscyamus, 

2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms; 
infusion  of  gentian  to  8 ounces.  One  table-  .• 
spoonful  to  be  taken  in  hot  water  when  the 
pain  is  severe.  There  is  no  charge  for  advice 
in  our  Medical  Column,  and  it  is  very  grati- 
fying to  hear  from  one  who  is  so  appreciative 
as  you  are.  Again,  thanks ! 


RELIEF  COUPONS. 

QUESTION  OF  THE.  DISPOSAL  OF 
DIVIDENDS. 

When  a person  obtains  a relief  coupon 
from  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  presents 
it  to  a co-operative  society  for  clearance, 
who  is  entitled  to  tho  dividend — tho  indi- 
vidual or  the  Board  of  Guardians?  It 
appears  that  a number  of  these  boards 
have  requested  the  societies  to  pay  tho 
dividend  to  them. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the 
Co-operative  Congress  has  boon  in.  touch 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health  regarding  the 
disposal  of  the  dividend,  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health  has  informed  the  committee  that 
it  has  no  jurisdiction  in  -the  matter,  which 
it  contends  is  one  entirely  for  local  Boards 
of  Guardians. 

Tlie  Parliamentary.  Committee  therefore 
urges  all  societies  in  areas  where  this  ques- 
tion has  been  raised  to  take,  all  possible 
steps  to  press  the  following  points  upon 
tlie  local  Board  of  Guardians: — - 

1.  That  tlie  matter  is  entirely  within 
their  own  jurisdiction,  and  no  general 
ruling  has  been  or  can  be  given  by  the 
Government  Department. 

2.  That  co-operative  societies,  as  rate- 
payers upon  their  business  premises,  and 
as  ratepayers  on  the  property  of  individual 
members, . are  entitled  to  participate  in 
trade  .arising  from  the  expenditure  of 
poor  relief. 

3.  That,  where  a co-operative  society 
supplies  goods  to  holders  of  relief  coupons 
of  equal  quality,  value,  quantity,  and 
price  ns  goods  supplied  by  private  traders, 
Boards  of  Guardians  have  neither  moral 
nor  legal  right  to  lay  down  conditions  with 
regard  to  the  disposal  of  surpluses  or 
profits  of  co-operative  societies  arising 
from  tho  supply  of  such  goods,  which  are 
not  equally  laid  down  in  the  case  of  private 
traders’  profits. 

A Swiss  editor  calls  the  “ Millgnte 
Monthly,”  ” Yolir  always  1 interesting 
review.” 


VETERAN’S  DEATH. 


THE  LATE  MR.  S.  R.  FOSTER  (BINGLEVj 


The  death  of  Mr. 
S.  R.  Foster  at  tho 
ago  of  seventy-four 
years,  after  a short 
illness.  has  re- 
moved from  the 
ranks  of  Bingley 
co-operators  an 
outstanding  figure, 
who  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  tho 
local  society  more 
than  forty  years. 

He  was  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Bingley 
Society  from 
Late  Mr.  S.  R.  Foster,  to  1919,  a period  of 
thirty-four  years, 
and  it  was  due  to  increasing  deafness  and  the 
disabilities  of  old  age  that  made  him  relinquish 
the  post.  For  some  years  previous  to  his 
election  as  president  he  served  os  a member 
of  the  committee,  under  three  different  presi- 
dents, and  when  his  long  tenure  of  the  post 
of  president  came  to  an  end,  he  continued  to 
serve  as  a’  member  of  tho  committee  uutu 
January'  last  year. 

Not  only  had  Mr.  Foster  served  co-operation 
locally  for  a long  period  of  years,  but  he  had 
also  been  a member  of  the  North-Western 
Sectional  Board  for  a period  of  thirty-two 
years.  In  September,  1920,  when  he  had 
completed  thirty  years  of  service,  hi3 
colleagues  presented  him  with  a case  of  P'Pf.j 
Tho  co-operative  movement,  however,  did 
not  monopolise  all  Mr.  Foster’s  attention,  for 
in  various  spheres  of  public  work  he  played  a 
very  useful  part.  He  was  a member  for 
considerable  time  of  tho  Bingley  School  Board* 
and  an  active  adherent  of  Liberalism,  being 
connected  with  the  local  party’  association  to 
very  many  yearn,  He  was  associated  with  t 
Bingley  Congregational  Churoli.  and  was  a lay 
preacher  in  tfifit  - denomination,  Vl8ltVg 
churches  in  tho  villages  and  giving  theju  m3 
ilielp.  - - 


NOVEMBER  4,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 

Tbe  new  premises  of  the  Lctchworth, 
jjitchin,  nnd  District  Society,  at  the  Garden 
Qty,  will  be  formally  opened  on  Saturday, 
tko  llth  inst.  Provision  has  been  made  for 
8 well-equipped  departmental  store,  a caf<5, 
and  a hall  for  meetings  nnd  socials. 


The  Dartford  Society  has  received  a letter 
Irom  tho  noting  district  educational  officer, 
thanking  the  committee  for  their  generous 
pift  of  £15  towards  tho  boot  fund,  and  for 
(heir  general  assistance  in  regard  to  the  schooj 
canteen.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  Stowmarket  Society  has  secured  the 
contract  for  the  supply  of  -bread  for  the  Stow 
Guardians  for  the  ensuing  three  months  at 
3jd.  per  2 lb.  loaf.  4 t 4 

Chipping  Norton  Society  has  secured 
premises  formerly  used  as  a Constitutional 
Club  for  a furnishing,  hardware,  and  fancy 
goods  department. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  holding 
of  a meeting  of  co-operative  societies  at 
' Shornells,  on  Monday,  December  4th. 

A slight  lire  broke  out  at  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society’s  premises  early  on  Tuesday  morning, 
but  was  subdued  before  any  serious  damage 
was  caused.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Mr.  G.  L.  Banks  (secretary  to  the  London 
Society)  was  seized  with  illness  on  Monday, 
and  was  prevented  from  attending  the  quar- 
terly meeting  in  the  evening.  This  was  his 
first  absence  in  about  twenty-five  years.  Mr. 
Banks’  many  friends  in  the  movement  will 
wish  him  a speedy  recovery. 

The  political  council  of  the  North-West 
London  Society  have  been  successful  in  return- 
ing their  first  official  candidate  to  the  Willesden 
Board  of  Guardians  at  a by-election.  The 
candidate,  Mrs.  Boulter,  is  a well-known 
worker  in  the  Women’s  Guild  movement,  and 
has  served  on  various  local  committees  for 
the  public  welfare,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  cart  of  children  in  tlrt  district. 

Councillor'll.  Pavely,  J.P.  (president  of  the 
Weymouth  Society),  has  been  adopted  as  the 
Labour  candidate  to  contest  the  South  Dorset 
Division  at  the  forthcoming  election.  It  is 
expected  that  Mr.  Pavely  will  put  up  a good 
fight  although  the  constituency  is  a Tory 
stronghold.  # 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (secretary  to  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee)  on  Tuesday  attended 
a co-operative  conference  held  in  Glasgow  to 
consider  the  position  in  which  the  milk  trade 
will  find  itself  when  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Amendment)  Act,  1922,  comes  into  operation 
nest  January.  # 

There  are  nineteen  candidates  for  the 
vacancy  on  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s 
management  committee,  caused  by  the  recent 
death  of  Mr.  A.  Hainsworth. 


The  New  Swindon  Society  has  recently 
decided  to  pay  a separate  dividend  on  bakery 
productions,  in  order  to  meet  the  local  com- 
petition, and  last  week  an  illustrated  descrip- 
tion of  the  society’s  method  of  baking  bread 
and  confectionery  appeared  in  the  local 
Newspaper.  The  bakery,  which  employs 
twenty-six  persons,  has  an  output  of  130 
sacks  of  flour  weekly,  and  its  productions  are 
distributed  to  all  parts  of  the  district,  includ- 
ing High  worth,  Purton,  Wootton  Bassett, 
Marlborough,  Ogbourne,  Broad  Hinton,  Broad 
Town,  Wroughton,  and  Elcombe. 


The  Ideal  of  the 
Go-operative  Movement 

Is  to  be  able  to  own  and 
control  the  means  of  pro- 
duction and  distribution  of 
all  the  needs  of  its  members. 
^ IS  Vital  tljat  it  should  OWN 
AND  CONTROL  ITS  OWN  PRESS 
Organs  for  the  production 
and  distribution  of  co-opera- 
tive opinion. 

What  are  you  doing  to  push 
Co-operative  Press  interests  ? 


WHERE  CO-OPERATORS  ARE  FIGHTING 
IN  LONDON. 

NORTH  TOTTENHAM  AND  SOUTH-EAST  HAM. 


CANDIDATES’  CONFIDENCE. 


Mr.  A.  BARNES. 

Perspnal  popularity  is  bound  to  tell  in  any 
contest.  Mr.  Alfred  Barnes  (the  president 
of  the  London  Society),  who  is  the  Co-operative 
candidate  for  South-East  Ham,  is  well  known 
and  esteemed  for  his  public  services  as  a resi- 
dent in  this  division.  Ho  has  a long  and 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  electors 
in  this  industrial  centre,  and  his  broad  demo- 
cratic sympathies  render  him  an  ideal  repre- 
sentative of  a working-class  constituency. 

The  organisation  in  the  division  is  in  excel- 
lent fighting  form.  Intensive  work  has  been 
done  for  months  in  the  wards.  Nothing  has 
been  left  to  chance. 

Mr.  Barnes  enters  the  fight  with  the 
solid  backing  of  the  Labour,  trade  union, 
and  co-operative  forces. 

An  educational  campaign  has  been  conducted 
by  means  of  meetings.  Some  very  fine 
meetings  have  been  held  in  the  East  Ham 
Town  Hall,  a magnificent  building  which  is 
the  pride  of  tho  district.  These  meetings  will 
bo  continued  during  the  contest,  for  which  a 
good  list  of  speakers  has  been  prepared. 

As  in  other  divisions  tho  women’s  voto  will 
be  an  important  factor  in  tho  election.  In 
this  connection  Mr.  Barnes  has  the  undivided 
support  of  the  Women’s  Guild  in  East  Ham 
and  adjoining  districts,  and  an  active  band 
of  literature  distributers  and  canvassers  will 
be  available.  The  trade  union  branches  will 
also  pull  their  full  weight,  for  they  recognise 
that  in  Mr.  Barnes  they  have  the  right  man  for 
championing  their  interests  at  Westminster. 

In  addition  to  other  literature  the  circula- 
tion of  the  monthly  published  by  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  has  provided  excellent  ammunition, 
and  has  enabled  the  candidate  to  keep  in  close 
touch  with  the  whole  of  the  electors  in  the 
constituency.  Mr.  Barnes  and  his  helpers 
are  busily  engaged  in  the  division,  and  the 
hard  and  consistent  work  which  is  being  put 
into  the  fight  is  bound  to  have  a good  effect 
on  November  15th. 

Alderman  T.  M.  M'Giff,  who  is  acting  s 
agent  for  Mr.  Alfred  Barnes  in  tl>9  Sonth- 
East  Ham  Diyision,  has  issued  an  appeal  to 
the  guilds  for  voluntary  workers.  He  is 
arranging  a procession  of  women  and 
children  from  tile  headquarters,  139,  High- 
street  North,  East  Ham,  to  take  place  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  the  llth  inst.,  when 
the  Women’s  Guilds  have  been  invited  to 
attend  with  their  banners. 


Mr.  R.  C.  MORRISON. 

No  time  has  been  lost  in  setting  in  motion 
the  electoral  machinery  in  the  North  Totten- 
ham Division,  where  Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison  is 
championing  the  co-operative  cause.  There 
is  in  this  area  a keen  interest  taken  in  football 
— the  Hotspur’s  ground  is  in  the  division. 
The  Unionists  evidently  are  taking  advantage 
of  this  by  running  Mr.  E.  C.  Roberts  (the 
chairman  of  the  Hotspur  Club)  as  their  candi- 
date. This  is  not  in  any  way  upsetting  Mr. 
Morrison’s  supporters,  but  will  have  the  effect 
of  causing  them  to  put  increased  energy  in 
the  work  between  now  and  the  15th  inst. 

The  electors  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  Mr.  Morrison’s  excellent  public 
work  on  the  Middlesex  County  Council, 
and  of  the  true  democratic  note  which 
Characterises  his  speech  and  actions. 

As  a co-operator,  Mr.  Morrison  has  rendered 
good  service  as  a member  of  the  London 
Society’s  management  committee,  and  as  an 
enthusiastic  advocate  at  propaganda  meetings. 

Since  his  adoption  as  a candidate,  Mr. 
Morrison  has  kept  in  close  touch  with  the 
division.  A successful  series  of  educational 
meetings  has  been  held.  Tho  local  electoral 
committee,  with  Mr.  Geo.  Ellis  in  command, 
has  made  good  in  organising  the  local  forces. 
Every  arrangement  has  been  made  for  a 
thorough  canvass  of  the  district  in  which  the 
help  of  the  women  guilders  will  be  enlisted. 
A splendid  list  of  meetings  is  being  arranged. 
Valuable  propaganda  work  has  been  done  by 
the  circulation,  of  the  monthly  paper  issued 
by  the  Co-operative  Party.  The  steady 
spade  work  which  has  been  accomplished  for 
months  past  is  bound  to  tell. 

Mr.  Morrison  is  not  likely  to  he  carried  away 
by  over  confidence,  for  he  realises  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  fortunes  of  the  ballot  box.  He  is 
entering  the  fight  with  the  full  determination 
of  putting  up  a good  fight  for  those  principles 
which  he  dearly  holds.  Those  who  best  know 
him  are  confident  that  nothing  will  be  lacking 
on  his  part  in  boldly  presenting  his  views,  and 
in  giving  his  opponent  a square,  clean  fight, 
relying  on  principles  and  not  personalities 
to  obtain  the  full  support  of  the  electorate. 


"Your  brilliant  magazine” — a Leicester 
render  on  the  “ Millgate  Monthly.” 


GOING  AHEAD. 

WALTON-ON-NAZE  MAKES  FURTHER 
PROGRESS. 

The  half-yearly  balance  sheet  has  just 
been  returned  from  the  auditors,  and  reveals 
a very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  The 
report  is  a record  since  the  formation  of 
the  society  some  four  years  ago. 

The  sales  show  an  increase  of  £600  over 
the  corresponding  period  last  year,  and 
when  it  is  remembered  that  prices  are  down 
by  35  per'  cent.  Walton  Society  is  to  he 
congratulated. 

The  stocks  have  been  written  down  to  pre- 
sent market  values,  the  usual  depreciation 
has  been  allowed,  and  5 per  cent,  interest 
allowed  on  nil  invested  capital.  A substan- 
tial amount  has  been  added  to  reserve  fund, 
and  a good  balance  carried  forward.  A divi- 
dend of  Is.  has  again  been  declared.  During 
the  half-year  sixty  new  members  have  been 
enrolled.  Tho  society  is  now  serving  the 
best  houses  and  hotels  in  the  district,  and 
its  future  success  is  assured. 

New  ground  is  now  being  opened  up  at 
Lower  Kirby,  Kirby  Cross,  Thorpe,  and 
Erin ton-on-Sea,  and  when  these  districts 
have  been  successfully  catered  for,  Tender- 
ing and  other  districts  will  be  dealt  with. 

Co-operation  at  Walton  has  had  many  ups 
nnd  downs.  Thirty-five  years  ago  a society 
was  started,  but  after  two  years  it  was 
closed  down.  The  present  society  got  into 
very  low  water  two  years  ago,  but  tlie  com- 
mittee were  determined  the  society  should 
go,  nnd  the  present  manager  (Mr.  W.  K. 
Yeadon)  was  selected  out  of  297  .applicants. 
He  came  to  Walton  with  a good  reputation 
for  successfully  dealing  with  societies  that 
were  almost  down  and  out,  and  Walton 
to-day  is  benefiting  by  his  experience. 


CAMERA  CLUBS. 

Secretaries  of  co-operative  camera  clubs 
will  oblige  if  they  will  send  copies  of  their 
rules  and  of  the  year’s  syllabus  te  the 
Editor*  ”, Co-operative  Netys,”  Long  Mill- 
gate,  Manchester. 


LONDON  SOCIETIES’ 
REPORTS. 

The  latest  report  of  the  South  Suburban 
Society  is  of  an  encouraging  character.  After 
providing  for  interest,  depreciation,  and 
reserve,  the  disposal  balance  amounts  to 
£11,833,  which  will  enable  a dividend  of  9d. 
in  the  pound  to  be  paid  to  the  28,000  members. 

Tho  report  of  the  London  Society  for  the 
half-year  ended  September  2nd  shows  that  the 
trade  amounted  to  £1,270,600,  a decrease  of 
29  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing period  of  last  year  ; a result,  the  committee 
state,  which  could  not  possibly  bo  otherwise 
when  the  lessened  selling  prices  of  commodities, 
unemployment,  distress,  &c.,  aro  taken  into 
consideration.  New  members  admitted  during 
the  half-year  numbered  2,734,  and  there  were 
5,738  withdrawals,  leaving  the  total  108,984. 

There  was  a large  attendance  of  mem- 
bers of  the  London  Society  at  the  quar- 
terly meeting,  held  at  Stratford  on  Mon- 
day night.  Mr.  Alfred  Barnes  (president) 
stated  that  the ’period  they  had  just  passed 
through  was  the  most  difficult  they  had 
ever  experienced.  With  regard  to  tho 
proposed  dividend  of  6d.  in  the  pound,  he 
stated  that  the  proposal  to  make  this  pay- 
ment had  given  a great  impetus  to  trade, 
nnd  there  had  been  increases  in  various 
directions,  including  membership.  Tho 
committee’s  recommendation  was  approved. 


C.I.S.  PRESENTATION. 

In  connection  with  the  opening  of  the 
new  branch  offices  of  the  Co-operative  In- 
surance Society  at  18,  Princes-street, 
Bristol  (reported  in  our  last  issue),  Sir 
Thomas  Allen  (chairman  of  the  C.I.S. 
board)  presented  Mr.  J.  C.  Sykes  with  a 
fitted  silver-mounted  dressing  case,  which 
bore  tho  following  inscription  on  the 
plate: — “Presented  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Sykes, 
branch  manager  of  the  Co-operative  Insur- 
ance Society,  by  the  district  managers  and 
agents  in  the  Bristol,  Bath,  Gloucester, 
an!,1  Swindon  districts  ns  a mark  of  esteem 
upon  his  relinquishing  these  districts  of 
the  Bristol  division,  Octobor  18th,  1922.” 


THEORY  AND  PRACTICE 
OF  PROGRESS 

VIEW’S  OF  MAJOR  C.  H.  DOUGLAS. 

SUCCESSFUL  WEEK-END 

SCHOOL  AT  BRISTOL. 

Under  tho  auspices  of  the  central  educa- 
tional and  co-  perative  political  committees  of 
the  Bristol  Society,  co-operators  and  others 
interested  attended  the  first  week-end  school 
this , season  at  the  Education  Rooms,  High- 
street,  Bristol,  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
October  27th  and  28th,  when  Major  C.  H. 
Douglas  addressed  them  on  “ Tho  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Progress,”  and  explained  the 
function  of  finance  and  credit  in  modern  life. 

Three  lectures  in  all  were  held — on  Friday 
evening,  Saturday  afternoon,  and  Saturday 
evening — and  at  each  of  them  the  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Ackerman  (chairman, 
central  educational  committee,  Bristol  Society). 
The  attendance  was  extraordinarily  good,  and 
on  Saturday  evening  there  were  quite  sixty 
people  present.  Keen  interest  was  taken  in 
each  of  Major  Douglas’  lectures,  and  good  dis- 
cussions followed.  The  last  lecture  was 
followed  by  a social,  which  was  much  enjoyed. 

Triumph  of  Initiative. 

The  subject  of  Major  Douglas’  first  lecture 
was  “ Human  Objectives,”  and  he  divided  it 
up  in  the  following  manner : Individuals 

versus  system ; progress  by  inhibition ; the 
ideal  world — its  limitations,  pragmatism,  and 
realisms  the  contrast  of  the  East  and  West ; 
finance  and  legalism — their  conflict  with 
modem  applied  science;  and  the  triumph  of 
initiative.  He  made  an  examination  of  the 
existing  control  of  individuals  by  the  financial 
system,  and  suggested  that  the  real  cause  of 
the  general  unrest  might  be  generalised  by 
saying  that  individuals  found  themselves 
increasing  in  antagonism  to  organisations. 

His  second  lecture,  which  was  on  the  subject 
of  “ Humanity  under  System,”  was  divided 
up  thus  : Finance  as  the  complement . of  law ; 
production  a by-product  of  employment ; 
psychology  of  credit ; why  employees  work 
and  why  they  do  not ; employers  and  em- 
ployed ; and  an  administrative  relation.  Ho 
went  into  the  mechanism  of  finance,  and 
showed  how  a preponderatingly  great  pro- 
portion of  purchasing  power  always  remained 
in  the  banking  system,  and  consequently  tho 
financial  organisation  was  always  stronger 
than  the  individuals  imposing  it.  As  credit 
controlled  policy,  he  said,  so  the  policy  effeotive 
in  the  world  was  that  of  the  financial  organisa- 
tion. 

A Credit  Scheme. 

" System  under  Humanity  ” was  the  subject 
of  his  last  lecture,  and  Major  Douglas  dwelt 
at  length  on  the  Douglas  credit  scheme,  which, 
he  said,  proceeded  from  the  assumption  that 
they  could  produce  everything  they  wanted 
with  an  amount  of  labour  much  less  than  that 
available,  and  that  therefore  a method  must 
be  found  of  distributing  purchasing  power  by 
other  means  than  that  of  employment.  To  do 
this,  ho  said,  dividends  must  be  much  more 
widely  distributed,  and,  in  addition,  wages, 
salaries,  and  dividends  would  not  buy  product 
in  respect  of  which  they  were  distributed 
because  of  the  credit  item  in  prices.  A means 
must  be  found  to  deal  with  those  situations. 
In  conclusion,  he  outlined  the  details  of  one 
such  matter. 


YNYSYBWL  SOCIETY'S  REPORT 

The  report  for  the  period  covering 
twenty-two  weeks,  ending  September  5tli, 
shows  sales  to  have  been  £105,708,  a weekly 
average  of  £4,804  19s.,  and  a weekly  de- 
crease of  £2,493  9s.  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  twenty-two  weeks  of  1921. 
During  the  greater  part  of  that  period 
collieries  in  that  district  were  working 
short-time,  and  this,  together  with  reduc- 
tions in  the  prices  of  commodities  has  had 
a considerable  effect  on  the  trade  of  tho 
society.  After  meeting  all  the  usual 
charges,  and  providing  for  collective  life 
assurance,  there  remains  a balance  of 
£2,430  7s.  5d.,  enabling  the  society  to 
declare  a 6d.  dividend  on  purchases.  Tho 
number  of  members  on  the  share  list  is 
6,977,  an  increase  of  136  as  compared  with 
the  figures  for  October,  1921.  Purchases 
from  co-operative  sources  amount  to 
£54,226,  representing  67$  per  cent,  of  tho 
total  purchases.  Share  capital  with  in- 
terest amounts  to  £77,676,  penny  bank 
claims  to  £4,377,  loan  capital  to  £6,261, 
nnd  stamp  club  to  £93.  Goods  issued  to 
members  on  credit  amount  to  -1 17,  and 

this  amount  has  been  discount*'  It  ,to  the 
extent  of  £1,000.  » ; ■ 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


OUR  ELECTION  CREED. 

Wf,  must  perforce  turn  our  thoughts 
this  week  to  the  General  Election,  which, 
for  the  time  being,  rightfully  absorbs  the 
public  interest.  As  it  is  so  often  and  so 
tritely  said,  the  country  gets  the  Govern- 
ment it  deserves ; and  as  with  the  muni- 
cipal elections,  so  with  the  General 
Election— the  quality  and  power  for 
good  or  ill  government  depends  upon  the 
sort  of  men  and  women  we  choose  to 
elect. 

There  is  one  advantage  which  women 
still  have  over  men  in  this  matter  of 
candidates  for  Parliament  while  the 
representation  of  women  is  a rant}'. 
Women  have  not  yet  reached  that 
stage  when  they  use  political  de- 
velopment as  a means  of  personal 
advancement.  They  have  • not  begun 
to  seek  admission  to  Parliamentary 
honours  as  a career : their  object  is 

service  to  the  community  under  some 
banner  or  other.  Almost  without  ex- 
ception, ever}7  one  of  the  thirty-three 
women  who  are  standing  as  candidates 
has  to  offer  a clean,  and  in  most  cases 
a full,  record  of  public  sendee  behind 
her.  Each  in  her  own  sphere  of  activity 
has  already  proved  her  worth  to  the 
country,  and  is  prepared  to  give  further 
devoted  sendee  on  the  councils  of  the 
nation. 

The  women  candidates  come  forward, 
too,  with  a unit}'  of  desire  to  make  the 
lot  of  women  and  children  more  tolerable 
under  the  law,  and  their  presence  in 
Parliament  is  bound  to  give  weight  and 
prominence  to  women's  views  upon  the 
greater  issues  which  come  before  the 
country  in  a way  never  possible  in  a 
Parliament  of  men  only. 

We  have,  of  course,  one  woman  can- 
didate, our  own  Mrs.  Barton,  whose 
record  is  already  identified  with  every- 
thing that  we  desire  or  hope  for  in  a 
representative  member  of  Parliament. 
If  only  it  were  possible  for  the  50,000 
guildswomen  to  go  to  King's  Norton  to 
record  their  votes,  Mrs.  Barton's  election 
would,  we  know,  be  overwhelmingly 
assured.  She  stands  for  the  representa- 
tion in  Parliament  not  of  the  co-opera- 
tors' interests  as  against  the  interests  of 
any  other  section  of  the  country,  but  for 
the  co-operators'  creed  against  the  creed 
of  individualism  and  Self-interest  which 
have  so  long  dominated  the  world. 

It  is  good  news  to  hear  that  she  is 
making  a big  impression  in  the  King’s 
Norton  Division,  and  that  she  has  a 
good  prospect  of  victory. 

The  co-operators’  creed,  as  we  under- 
stand it,  was  well  summarised  by  Mr. 
Rae  in  an  “ open  letter  ” in  last  week’s 
“News.”  .We  are  out  “ for  honesty  in 
distribution,  justice  in  production,  fairness 
in  education,  and  co-opcralion  in  govern- 
ment." 

This  is  the  creed  by  which  we  must 
test  all  candidates,  for  it  goes  down  to 
the  essential  foundations  of  a govern- 
ment which  alone  can  bring  peace  and 
prosperity  both  nationally  and  inter- 
nationally. 

WOMEN  AND  THE 

ELECTIONS.' 

Notable  among  the  issues  that  will 
be  raised  as  vitally  affecting  women  at 
the  coming  election  are  child  welfare, 
education,  equality  between  men  and 
.women,  and  the  League  of  Nations. 

The  Labour  Party  lias  a larger  num- 
ber of  women  candidates  than  any  of 
the  other  parties.  Nine  women  will 
contest  seats. 

Many  of  tile  women  candidates  in  the 
field  are  in  the  London  area. 

The  National  LTnion  of  Societies  of 
Equal  Citizenship  has  sent  out  a list  of 
questions  to  all  candidates  stressing  the 
need  for  equal  political  voting  rights  for 
men  and  women,  equal  pay,  an  equal 
moral  standard,  equal  status  for  married 
women  in  relation  tx>  the  guardianship 
of  children,  employment,  and  nation- 
ality. Women  are  coming  forward  in 
large  numbers  to  volunteer  services  as 
canvassers  and  speakers,  says  Mrs. 
Hnbbeck,  the  secretary  of  the  Equal 
Citizenship  Society,  who  believes  the 
uomeilSr  pbll  will  be  heavier  this  time. 


! YOUR  VOTE  : \ 

YOUR  CHANCE.  J 

F ei, low- Gull d 3 w 0 m c x , — Once  more  | 
the  time  has  come  tor  you  to  use  your  Q 
votes  at  a General  Election — those  Q 
precious  votes  that  took  so  much  win-  . 
ning! — and  you  will  all  be  proud  to  * 
make  good  use  of  them  on  November  j 
15th.  ‘ 5 

So  much  depends  011  how  they  are  H 
used  this  time.  So  much  depends  on  a 
their  being  given  to  the  right  candi-  J 
date.  For  as  co-operators  and  guilds-  Y 
I women,  we  want  so  uiauy  things  from  | 

□ that  new  Government  which  our  votes  □ 

9 will  help  to  bring  into  power.  P 

i WE  WANT  ^ 

\ TO  END  UNEMPLOYMENT,  j 

q and  bring  back  prosperity  to  our  P 
T homes  and  trade  to  our  stores.  9 

CA  We  want  4 

t HOMES  FOR  THE  PEOPLE.  ; 

□ Education  for  the  Children.  {^J 

f Proper  Care  for  the  Mothers  and  7 

6 Babies.  4 

r Proper  Pensions  for  the  Old  and  7 

□ the  Disabled.  . ^ 

9 We  want  9 

FREE  TRADE,  | 

j which  is  vital  for  the  Co-operative  j 
q Movement,  and  i. 

No  Taxes  on  Food  □ 

4)  or  other  necessaries,  or  011  the  \ 
f resources  of  our  movement.  ^ 

We  Want  t 

A REAL  PEACE,  j 

® which  alone  can  bring  these  things  by  ® 

7 making  it  possible 

□ To  Restore  the  Trade  of  the  World  □ 

T and  develop  it  on  co-operative  lines,  9 
5 and  l 

J TO  STOP  WASTING  MONEY  ON  | 

□ ARMAMENTS,  £ 

9 and  spend  it  for  the  well-being  of  the  9 

People. 

REMEMBER 

□ Many  candidates  will  promise  to  give  D 
9 you  these  things.  Some  candidates  9 
l will  work  to  give  them  to  you.  as  they  \ 

Thave  always  worked.  You  will  choose  ^ 
DEEDS,  NOT  WORDS.  [ 

□ q 

□ You  will  not  repeat  the  mistake  of  □ 
l 1918.  Then  the  people  listened  to  f 
ft  landlords  and  capitalists,  to  financiers,  L 
T coal-owners,  brewers,  railway  lords,  ; 
A and  gave  them  their  votes.  These  i 
|-j  same  men  are  seeking  your  votes  P 
A again.  They  do  not  tell  you  they  are  9 
$ landowners,  who  want  to  keep  up  ? 
f rents;  coal-owners,  who  want  to  keep  f 
J down  wages;  financiers,  who  make  J 
□ profits  out  of  the  people’s  savings;  £] 
9 capitalist  employers,  for  whom  “ un-  □ 
I employment”  spells  cheap  labour.”  j 
& They  call  themselves  Conservatives  or  ® 
l Liberals.  But  you  will  uot  be  blinded  i 
□ by  labels.  You  know  bow  they  have  A 
□ used  their  power  to  make  profits  for  q 
f themselves.  You  will  not  be  taken  in  - 
1 because  now  they  cry  “ Economy.”  ? 
J You  will  not  vote  for  them.  ' j 

□ THE  BEST  ECONOMY  IS  WISE  q 
EXPENDITURE. 

You  will  f1 

□ VOTE  FOR  CO-OPERATIVE  ANO  8 
1 LABOUR  CANDIDATES,  l 

I workers  like  yourselves,  who  know  l 
P your  needs,  who  have  shared  your  diffi-  □ 
i culties,  and  who  ore  out  to  get  9 

X Control  of  Industry  by  the  People  I 

T and  for  the  People,  and  so  to  J 

□ END  THE  SYSTEM  THAT  MAKES  1 
□ UNEMPLOYMENT,  POVERTY,  □ 
| AND  WAR.  I 

IFellow-Guildswomen,  now  is  the  V 
time  to  help.  7 

q Your  votes  are  needed,  and  your  p 
T work  is  needed.  9 

| Show  what  Guildswomen  can  do  for  l 
7 Co-operation,  Progress,  and  Peace  by  ^ 
l going  yourselves  and  taking  others  on  | 
□ November  15th  to  Q 

? VOTE  FOR  CO-OPERATION  9 

4 AND  LABOUR.  X 

| Yours  fraternally, 

□ A.  M.  Prosser,  President.  n 

P B.  Millman,  Vice-President.  □ 

| A.  H.  Ali.en,  Treasurer.  | 

© A.  Andrews.  4 

j E.  M.  Bon.  » 

□ J.  A.  Close. 

□ L.  Matthews. 

f E.  Whitehead. 

4 A.  Honora  Enfield,  General 

Secretary, 


. ? 


ELECTION  BATTLE  CRIES. 

WOMEN  DARE  TO  BE  FREE  : DARE  TO  BE  TRUE, 


Decisions  on  municipal  matters  have 
been  given.  For  twelve  months  we  must 
abide  by  them.  But  wo  can  retrieve  any 
mistakes  made  tbits  week  by  not  returning 
to  Parliament  any  more  political  failures. 
Women  still  wash  %un  pots  and  pans  with 
only  cold  water  on  the 
sink.  Children  still  go 
to  school  on  bread  and  ^ 

lard.  Men  still  walk  ^ 

the  streets.  Rents  for 
inferior  houses  at  £1  & 

per  week  plus  rates  - g 

are  still  being  paid.  $2? 

Young  married  people 
still  drift  before  the 
bench  because  they  ^ 

have  no  home  and  no 
work.  Hundreds  are 
starving.  And  Parlin-  § 

ill  e il  t a r y candidates  @ 

clamour  and  shout  for  ® 

seats  in  the  House  of  ® 

Commons,  each  protest- 
iug  ns  the  • prospective  ® 
saviour  of  the  nation. 

What  does  all  this 
mean  to  you?  Did  not  @ 

the  last  Parliament  g 

promise  a “ land  fit  for 
heroes”?  But  there 
will  soon  be  no  heroes  to  live  in  the  land, 
unless  a change  -for  the  better  comes 
speedily.  Did  uot  the  last  Parliament 
promise  “no  more  war”?  But  we  have 
only  just  escaped  another  war  at  their 
hands  and  at  a cost  of  twenty  million 
pounds  1 Every  pledge  has  been  broken, 
aud  working-men  and  women  have  been 
betrayed. 

At  last  the  women’s  chance  has  come. 
For  the  Inst  four  years  .the  necessities  of 
life  have  been  exorbitant.  Food  has  been 
taxed  and-  wages  have  dropped.  As  con- 
sumers and  members  of  co-operative  socie- 
ties we  women  have  been  badly  hit. 

Face*  tlie  situation,  and  only  give 
to  the  candidate  like]?  to 
needs  and  interests.^ 
bread  and  sugar. 


A NOVEMBER 
“ PICK-ME-UP.” 

Genuine  praise  is  the  best  "pick- 
me-up  ” for  gloomy  days,  and 
Mrs.  Young’s  (Hawick)  letter  has 
“ bucked  ” us  up.  She  writes  : — 
“ Tbc  1 Outlook 1 is  a splendid 
magazine.  I wont  to  push  the  sales 
tor  your  sake  and  ours,  but  wo  get  the 
better  of  the  bargain.  Our  minis'.er 
does  so  enjoy  reading  it” 

To  hear  that  “ mere  man  ” enjoys 
reading  the  “ Outlook  " is  nothing 
new,  but  wc  do  thank  Mrs.  Young 
for  her  praise. 

Have  you  seen  the  November  No.  ? 

IT  IS  NOW  OUT. 


vote 
watch  your 
There  must  be  cheap 

How  are  we  to  get  it? 

Not  by  voting  for  candidates  in  favour  of 


TarilE  Reform.  Remember,  every  timP 
halfpenny  is  added  to  the  prices  of  ( \ 
onr  children  are  penalised.  Every 
the  price  of  sugar  is  increased,  less'h;u^ 
be  used  in  the  home,  mid  «•«  deny 'r,  ■ 
families  a most  important  article  <>t  ci;< V*r 

hit  likelvC^.- 
five  candidates  ffho. 
have  been  brought  „„ 
m working-class  hcn  ‘ 
with  all  their  limita- 
tions will  add  to  tJ,a 
cost  of  food- 

Parliaments  linvo 

Med  to  l.ei-late  lo, 

the  workers  ui  the 
past  because  they  W0 
never  been  composed  of 
those  who  have  lived 
and  under 'U.od  the 
lives  of  their  consti- 

tuents. For  years  aud 
years  men  have  been 
returned  whose  only 
interest  and  rare  wua 
a class  Inter,  -;, 

T h « opportunity 
knocks  at  onr  doors. 
In  the  field  to-day 

are  splendid  co-opera- 
tive men  and  imo 
brave  woman  candidate.  They  under- 
stand what  is  meant  to  1 av  that 
extra  halfpenny  on  sugar  nod  bread. 

They  know  what  it  is  to. have  our  working- 
class  trading  movement  penalised  and 
hindered  by  powerful  combines.  They 

know  why  our  sons  and  liuslui :.«|s  were 
sacrificed  in  the  late  war.  Tin  y under- 
stand all  these  things'  and  tlu-r  intend 
that  legislation  for  the  fut  shall- 
remove  the  burdens  from  our  backs  and1 
transfer  them  to  those  who  have  hitherto  ■ 
escaped  them. 

This  election  must  see  the  return  of 
these  co-operative  specialists,  for  co-opera- 
tive trade  and  thought  are  the  only  solu- 
tions for  present-day  muddles.  Yoar  vote 
is  needed  to  accomplish  the  giv.it  end. 
Your  faithlessness  will  lose  the  day.  ^ 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  SAY. 


CONGRATULATIONS  AND 

“CARRY  ON." 

Dear  Madam,— As  a mere  man  may  I 
say  that  I take  great  interest  in  the 
‘ Women's  Pages”  of  the  “News,  ' and 
may  I congratulate,  you  upon  tho 
contents  of  last  week's  issue  in 
particular?  I was  glad  to  note  you 
referred  at  length  to  political  questions, 
ns  alas,  these  do  not  seem  to  be  of  much 
interest  to  the  majority  of  working 
women,  whose  apathy  aud  ignorance  on 
matters  affecting  their  own  interests  is 
terrible.  So  I say,  “ Carry  on  ” in  your 
good  work. — Yours,  &c., 

Bradford.  ‘ Leon. 

IS  THE  WOMEN  S GUILD 

PARASITIC  ? 

Dear  Madam— In. the  report  of  the  Busi- 
ness Conference  held  at  Manchester^ it  was 
stated  by  Mrs.  Beattie  (Birkenhead)  that 
‘•J11  the  early  days,  when  the  success  of  the 
society  was  their  aim.  Women’s  Guilds  were 
very  useful  bodies.  Since  then  these  bodies 
tended  to  become  un  end  in  themselves,  and 
when  they  became,  parasitic,  as  they  were 
doing,  it  was  time  to  put  the  knife  to  the 
root.” 

Surely  Mrs.  Beattie  is  not  aware  ot  the 
present  Guild  programme,  which  includes 
the  following  subjects,  viz.,  “ Cash  Trad- 
ing,” “Joint  Trade  Campaign,”  “National 
Taxation  and  its  Effect  upon  Our  Move- 
ment,” also  “Interaational  Co-operative 
Trade,”  all  aiming  at  the  success  of  not 
only  our  own  societies,  but  the  whole  of  the 
co-operative  movement.  Moreover,  these 
subjects  are  being  dealt  with  by  voluntary 
propagandists,  guildswomen. 

One  fails  to  understand  how  the  Guild 
movement  can  be  referred  to  as  parasitical. 
Is  it  not  a fact  that  many  societies’  grants 
for  educational  purposes  have  unfortunately 
been  reduced?  Therefore  special  efforts  are 
necessary  to  keep  our  Guild  branches  active. 

All  readers  with  any  knowledge  of  the 
Guild  movement  will  realise  what  an  impos- 
sible tusk  the  suggested  uprooting  of  the 
Guild  tree  would  be,  now  that  its  roots 
have  spread  to  many  other  countries.  Let 
us  get  on  with  the  work;  there  is  yet  much 
to  be  done. — Yours  fraternally, 

Liverpool.  Saraji  M‘Aud. 


MARRIED  WOMEN  IN  PAID 

POSITIONS. 


Dear  Madam, — I have  no  desire — nor 
would  you  permit  me — to  sustain  a press 
controversy  on  the  aiove  subject;  but  the 
letter  from  the  President  aud  Secretary  of 
tlie  South-East  Metropolitan  District,!  ap- 
pearing in  your  last  issne,  is  puzzling. 
Several  letters  on  the  above  subject  ap- 
peared, including  one  from ‘Mrs.  Wheeler, 


to  which  mine  referred;  and  as  only  one 
issue  appeared  between  the  two  letters,  a 
fortnight  is  not  a long  time.  That  letter 
instanced  ladies  taking  boarders  as  holding 
paid  positions,  and  Mrs.  Archer's  name  was 
incidentally  mentioned,  because  she  had 
roped  together  as  paid  positions  the  doctor, 
holding  a municipal  appointment,  school 
teachers,  and  women  who  came  occasionally 
to  do  a day’s  work  at  washing  or  charing. 
The  lady  taking  boarders  and  the  char-lady 
do  not  hold  paid  positions;  they  assert  their 
right  to  work  for  money. 

The  charge  of  anonymit.v  is  curious,  for 
had  I signed  my  name  no  one  outside  the 
guild  room  would  have  known  to  whom  it 
belonged,  while  my  identity  was  not  hidden 
by  “ Peckhnm  Guildswoman." 

In  spite  of  all  assertions  to  the  cantraryi. 
there  is  no  clear  lead  given  even  now.  In 
a Guild  branch  last  week  exception  was 
taken  to  women  with  short-time  ti  nning 
being  introduced  into  the  infant  schools,  and 
the  argument  advanced  was  that  P1,r^nts 
made  great  efforts  to  educate  their  children 
for  the  scholastic  profession,  and  how  un- 
fair it  was  that  positions  should  lm  tilled  ny 
outsiders;  but  that  argument  is  oqnnUy 
valid  against  the  married  woman  tcncji® 
working  for  pin  money.  Why  hmthl  n 
guildswoman  vote  for  a married  woman  u 
continue  in  the  position  of  a teacher  warn- 
ing for  pin  money,  while  perlmp-  her  o«i 
college-trained  gii“l  is  looking  for  a post 

A married  woman  applied  to  the  hrin 


where  she  had  worked  before  marriage 


for 


a job.  The  firm  was  agreeable,  but  a-  there 
were  between  200  and  300  worker.-  "Ut  > 
her  line,  the  union  would  have  to  cmisiac 
the  application.  Why  should  a marrie 
woman  whose  girl  may  be  down  and  out  '•']  ^ 
for  another  married  woman  to  fill  a l,ost.  0 
pm  or  pocket  money,  especially  at  1 tn, 
when  work  is  so  hard  to  find?  It  i-  " 
to  see  where  the  ideal  of  co-operation  coin 
in;  it  looks  like  grabbing.  - 1 

With  warmest  thanks  for  your  editor* 
courtesy,  yours  in  the  fraternity  1,1  1 
piess,  Sara  Anne  t eane- 

34.  Nigel-road,  Peekham  Rye.  S i ' 1 


The  Grimsby  District  Conference 
held  at  Retford  recently,  wm'n  - 
Barker  (district  president)  was  in  the  « '■  • 
Mrs.  Pellinger  (Retford)  welcomed 
delegates,  and  Mrs.  Bain  read  a pape 
“ District  Work.”  Mr.  Fisher 
of  the  Retford  Society)  said  tlie  ' 1 

were  a great  help  to  the  movement.  • 
Mrs.  Stokes  (Retford)  told  how  th^y  , 
trying  to  open  new  branches  m e 
Fixed  Prices. — At  tfce  recent  Derby 
fereuce,  Mrs.  Andrews  (Birin  nigh  am)  __ 
reported  to  say  that  there  could  oe  n -n 
tiuuity  of  fixed  prices,  and  that  sne  1 ■ 
favour  of  societies  fixing  their  o>'  I n.s, 
“What  I did  say,”  writes  Mrs.  ‘ 1 t|ie 
“ was  that  fixed  prices  were  om>  . |l0,,ght 
experimental  stage,  aud  though  1 ( 0^|d 

them  good  in  drapery  aud  boots,  ^ t0 
see  difficulties  iu  applying  fixed  J ^ dU. 
groceries  where  the  p^icca  fl'ere 
tinually  changing. 


KovKsimui  4,  1922. 
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the  consumer  and  taxation. 


A SIN  AGAINST  HUMAN  NATURE. 


THE  guild  president  hits  out  against  unfairness. 


THE  FALSE  ECONOMIST  ON  THE  TRAIL. 


POINTS  FOR  WOMEN  ELECTORS. 


. successful  conference  of  tlie  Binning- 
. an(]  Coventry  District  of  the  Women’s 
was  held  in  the  Co-operative  Hull, 
Nuneaton,  on  October  26th,  when  over  1U0 
ildecat-cs  mid  visitors  w^re  present.  Mrs. 
iWJmll  (president  of  the  district),  occupied 
•V  cJiuir.  mid  Mrs.  Jolinson  (Nuneaton’s 

president)  gave  the  welcome. 

Mrs.  Prosser  (the  National  Guild  presi- 
dent)^5 the  speaker,  her  subject  being 
••Taxation  ns  it  AfFectR  the  Consumer.’’ 

All  realised,  she  said,  .that  there  must  be 
taxation  for  services  rendered.  Public 
hoiiltli,  sewerage,  drainage,  lighting,  roads, 
aiul  water  had  all  to  be  paid  for.  Then 
there  was  the  poor-law  and  education,  and 
19  we  could  not  do  without  these  services, 
the  people  were  assessed  according  to  the 
calue  of  tlie  houses  they  lived  in.  Again, 
administration,  and  tlie  enforcement  of  laws, 
!ujges'  salaries,  stipendiary  magistrates, 
police,  upkeep  of  all  public  buildings,  with 
tlip  upkeep  of  army,  navy,  and  air  force, 
not  forgetting  the  schools,  were  all  to  be 
raid  for,  and  as  tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer said,  he  must  have  the  money  from 
s mewhere.  So  the  people  were  taxed 
directly  and  indirectly. 

During  the  war  money  was  borrowed,  and 
tlie  interest  the  country  had  to  pay  was 
nearly  350  millions  a year.  The  people  who 
jin.!  ’money  were  made  to  pay  on  death 
duties,  income-tax,  earned  and  unearned, 
aud  super  tax.  Foreign  motor  cars  were 
taxed.  During  tlie  war  people  boasted  of 
Icing  patriotic  by  investing  their  money  in 
Mar  Bonds  only  to  benefit  themselves,  the 
interest  being  o,  6,  and;  7 p.xr  oent.  But  the 
people  were  also  taxed  indirectly  on  food, 
rnd  as  consumers  did  not  take  enough 
interest  in  this  form  of  indirect  taxation.^ 

The  Unfair  Taxes. 

A big  tax  liad  been  put  on  tea,  which  was 
mid  at  a price  covering  the  tax.  thus  plac- 
ing the  burden  on  thcee  least  able  to  pay. 
For  every  pound  of  tea  purchased  10d.  was 
paid  in  tax,  wliile  sugar  was  taxed  to  the 
exteut  of  2Jd.  to  3d.  a lb.,  or  25s.  8d.  per 
cut. 

These  taxes  were  most  unfair,  ns  a man 
with  a small  income  and  a large  family'  had 
to  pay  more  because  they  consumed  more 
than  a man  with  a.  snjnll  or  no  family  at  all. 

Wages  kept  going  down,  and  those  with 
large  families  were  now  prevented  from 
getting  the  necessities  of  life.  It  was  most 
unfair  because  they  consumed  more  and 
tad  to  pay  more.  This  year  fruit  had 
rotted  on  the  trees  because  jam  could  not  be 


FOR  A HUMAN 

GOVERNMENT. 

AND  A WORKING  WOMAN  IN 
PARLIAMENT. 

The  general  secretary  of  the  English 
Women's  Guild,  Miss  Enfield,  addressed  a 
crowded  gathering  of  guildswomen  at  Bir- 
mingham recently,  when  she  reminded  her 
audience  that  they'  met  at  a critical  time. 
At  last  came  the  opportunity  to  return  an 
honest  Government,  which  meant  that  if 
ttiey  would  they  could  return  a Government 
that  would  reorganise  national  affairs  on  the 
basis  of  permanent  peace. 

In  addition,  housing,  unemployment,  edu- 
ction, and  health  services,  all  of  which  have 
Wen  so  unscrupulously  betrayed,  could  have 
pioper  attention  if 

they  were  faithful  to  their  own  particular 
candidates. 

The  kind  of  Government  needed  was  a 
human  one,  which  understood  the  workers’ 
need s and  thoughts.  Governments  were 
chosen  from  the  party  having  tlie  largest 
uurnerical  strengt  n in  the  House  of  Com- 
®ons.  Therefore,  if  the  workers  returned 
their  representatives  in  sufficiently  strong 
numbers,  they  would  bo  able  to  realise  their 
, Uteam  of  a workers’  Parliament. 

.The  speaker  urged  guild  members  to  test 
Jhtir  man  by  the  party  to  which  he  be- 
gged, and  to  test  the  party  by  the  men 
*ho  belonged  to  it. 

. The  election  was  the  first  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  had  had  an  opportunity  to  poll 
**•  strength.  Co-operative  representa- 
tives were  particularly  required  in  the 
House  of  Commons  to  protect  the  co- 
operative movement,  and  after  all  the 
^■operative  movement  represented 
Humanity  in  its  universal  capacity  as 
eonsumers. 

. the  first  time  in  Parliamentary  his- 
o.ry  the  married  working  women  of  Bir- 
jo'ughain  had  a candidate  who  wonld,  if 
^turned,  faithfully  represent  them.  The 
"‘U  had  realised  that  the  mother’s  voice 
Jpt  be  heard  in  the  councils  of  the  nation, 
mch  would  happen  if  Mrs.  Barton  was 
Rimed.  The  whole  of  the  country,  and  the 
Moment,  too,  were  watching  this  struggle 
uirn-iingham  to  get  a working  woman  as 
meinber  of  the  British  Parliament. 


Monday,  tire  28rd  nit.,  Sparkliill 
nil  *lWa«  visited  by  Councillors  Fathers 
t?Dl*rton  and  Mr.  T°ra  Hill,  Labour 
loth  Hii,nPton  and  Mr.  Tom  Hill,  Labour 
Municipal  elections, 


made  owing  to  the  price  of  sugar,  and  they 
were  told  that  sugar  came  into  the  docks  at 
less  thim  wlmt  was  paid  in  tax. 

If  these  taxes  were  taken  off  it  would 
mean  the  co-operative  productive  factories 
would  have  more  work.  They  nvero  told 
that  the  cost  of  living  had  coma  down,  so 
wages  must  also  come  clown,  but  the  interest 
on  War  Bonds  was  still  kept  up.  It  was  most 
important  for  co-operators  to  get  out 
amongst  the  people  to-day,  esjieciaHy 
amongst  the  women,  and  help  to  send  those 
to  reppssent  the  people  in  the  House  of 
Commons  who  would  legislate  for  the  well- 
being of  the  nation. 

Mrs.  Bedhnll  snid  they  knew  how  promises 
had  been  made  and  never  fulfilled,  and  they 
must  seud  to  Parliament  those  who  would 
represent  tlie  people,  those  who  knew  tlie 
people’s  needs.  Housing  condition*;  were 
appalling.  They  needed  education  for  their 
children,  and  the  great  unemployment  ques- 
tion needed  solving. 

Birmingham's  Candidate. 

Mrs.  Norman  (SparkliM)  sail  they 
had  a Co-operative  candidate  where  she 
came  from,  who,  she  was  glad  to  sny,  would 
get  the  support  of  small  shopkeepers.  She 
•referred  to  Councillor  Hampton. 

Mrs.  Gledhill  (Handswortn)  asked  if  land 
round  the  coast  owned  by  capitalists  was 
taxed. 

Mrs.  Andrews  (Central  Committee)  said 
ever  since  men  had  had  the  vote  they  kept 
sending  tlie  same  people  to  Parliament,  and 
it  was  up  to  the  women  to  bring  about  a 
change. 

Mrs.  Biggs  (Coventry)  snid  lpt  us 
see  to  it  there  is  better  housing.  People 
were  sent  to  sanatoria,  but  it  was  money 
wasted  when  they  liad  to  come  back  to  the 
old  conditions.  They  wore  told  the  Army  of 
Occupation  was  costing  as  much  as  the 
money  received  from  Germany.  And  this 
country  had  just  paid  ten  millions  interest 
ou  War  Loan  to  America. 

After  a Witten  delegate.  Mrs.  Prentice 
(Stratford-on-Avon),  and  Mrs.  Neu  love 
(Coventry)  liad  spoken. 

Mrs.  Prososr,  replying,  said  land  was  often 
taxed  fs  low  as  6d.  per  acre,  but  up  went 
the  price  when,  it  was  wanted  for  any  special 
purpose.  When  the  'Government'  wanted 
some  land  for  a naval  base,  they  were  asked 
as  much  as  £400  per  acre.  It  was  up  to 
them  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  alter  this 
6tate  of  things,  and  work  to  send  men  and 
women  to  represent  them  in  the  House  of 
Commons  who  knew  their  needs. 


ELECTIONS:  WHAT 

THEY  MEAN. 

A .conference  of  the  Cumberland  Dis- 
trict was  recently  held  at  Brampton,  when 
over  100  delegates  and  visitors  attended. 
Miss  Barnes  (district  president)  was  in  the 
chair,  and  Mrs.  Tozer  (sectional  member 
and  president  of  the  Brampton  Guild)  wel- 
comed the  delegates. 

Mrs.  Ferguson  (sectional  secretary)  spoke 
on  “ Elections  and  What  They  Mean,,” 
giving  an  outline  of  the  history  of  the 
Government.  Tlie  State,  she  said,  was 
responsible  for  tlie  making  of  the  laws, 
and  should  be  the  guardian  of  public 
good.  Taxes  should  be  levied  only  for 
public  services  and  not  for  the  creation  of 
wars.  The  speaker  concluded  by  urging 
the  women  to  think  seriously  as  to  how 
they  used  their  votes  in  the  election  of 
members  of  Parliament,  town  or  parish 
councils,  or  for  positions  in  the  co-opera- 
tive movement. 

On  the  motion  of  Mrs.  Fyfe,  seconded 
by  Mrs.  Baylis,  a vote  of  thanks  was  pro- 
posed to  Mrs.  Petre,  who  lias  been  the 
district  secretary  for  sixteen  years,  and 
who  liad  done  a very  great  deal  of  hard 
spade  work  during  that  time.  Mrs.  Tozer, 
supporting,  suggested  that  Mrs.  Petre  be 
given  the  freedom  of  the  district  guilds, 
which  was  heartily  applauded. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Gharlton  Village 
Guild  the  following  resolution  was  passed 
in  reply  to  an  appeal  for  poppy  sellers  on 
Remembrance  Day: — '‘Wliile  having  the 
deepest  sympathy  for  the  disabled  and  un- 
employed ex-service  men,  whose  distress 
four  years  after  the  war  is  a constant 
reminder  of  their  sacrifice,  we  consider 
that  such  spasmodic  efforts  as  selling 
poppies  to  relieve  their  distress  is  totally 
inadequate,  and  that  haphazard  charity  of 
this  nature  is  an  insult  to  the  men  "who 
have  a right  to  proper  maintenance  from 
the  State  by  taxation  of  those  who  have 
reaped  fortunes  from  the  war.” 

The  members  of  the  Lintliorpe  Women’s 
Guild  branch  at  Middlesbrough  nave  passed 
a resolution  protesting  against  the  space 
in  “Women’s  Pages”  being  taken  up 
with  advertisements.  “ We  feel,”  writes 
Mrs.  Bereeford  (secretary),  “ that  we  are 
not  allowed  enough.  space  for  our  doings 
for  onr  ever-increasing  work. 

The  Bridlington  Guild  opened  its  winter 
session  on  the  25th  ultimo,  with  an  “At 
Home.”  Airs.  Slater  (East  Yorkshire  Dis- 
trict secretary)  urged  the  members  to  help 
in  the  trade  campaign.  Several  new  mem- 
bers were  made. 


“ Markteii  Women  in  Paid  Positions  ” 
was  the  subject  taken  by  Mrs.  Whitehead 
(Central  Committee)  at  the  Calderdale 
District  Conference,  held  on  Saturday  last 
at  Brighouse,  when  Aire.  Thomson  (dis- 
trict president)  occupied  the  chair. 

Referring  to  the  efficiency  of  women  as 
workers  during  the  war.  Airs.  Whitehead 
said  there  was  no  question  then  as  to  the 
fitness  of  a married  woman  seeking  em- 
ployment. But  to-day  the  false  economist 
was  on  the  trail,  making  insecure  the 
positions  of  all  married  women.  To 
exclude  them  in  this  manner  would  be 
what  the  speaker  described  as  ’‘a  sin 
against  human  nature.”  Not  only  would 
women  fall  hack  into  tlie  sphere  of- 
domestic  drudgery,  but  their  freedom 
would  be  restricted.  The  Women’s  Guild 
had  always  advocated  equality  of  rights 
and  opportunities  between  men  and 
women.  As  women  co-operators  they  had 
stood  bravely  as  agitators  for  the  minimum 
wage,  and  ought  now  to  stand  by  the 
married  women.  From  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  skilled  and  unskilled,  all  would  be 
removed  from  industry  if  the  question  of 
disclaiming  the  married  woman’s  right 
was  allowed  to  take  root.  Over  one 
thousand  women  died  in  child  birth  every 
year  and  other  avoidable  sickness.  Did 
they  desire  that  the  services  of  married 
latlv  doctors  should  be  dispensed  with? 

Tlie  Women’s  Guild  had  been  clamouring 
for  representation  on  boards  of  manage- 
ment, educational  committees,  as  well  as 
on  the  boards  of  the  C.W.S.  and  the 
National  G'o-operative  Publishing  Society. 


Did  they  mean  that  such  positions  should 
be  barred  to  married  women  in  the  future? 
No,  replied  the  speaker.  Rather  should 
such  positions  be  executed,  and  mean- 
while the  status  of  the  married  woman 
should  be  raised,  not  lowered. 

During  the  discussion,  Airs.  Thomson 
(president)  advocated  the  spirit  of  “ give 
and  take." 

Airs.  Ambler  (Halifax)  said  the  bread- 
winner should  receive  first  consideration. 

Airs.  C'legg  (Todmorden)  thought  married 
women  should  be  allowed  to  take  up  paid 
positions. 

Airs.  Thomson  considered  the  training 
of  a child’s  character  the  mother’s  duty, 
and  she  questioned  whether  this  could  bo 
faithfully  undertaken  if  outside  work 
claimed  the'  mother’s  attention. 

Replying,  the  speaker  described  guilds- 
women as  the  “ cream  of  women,”  and 
paid  tribute  to  the  standard  attained  in 
their  homes,  despite  the  fact  that  endless 
meetings  made  a call  upon  their  time.  The 
Guild  had  always  advocated  that  tlie  homo 
came  first.  Nevertheless,  every  married 
woman  should  have  the  right  to  decide 
whether  or  not  she  should  enter  industry. 
The  point  was  that  marriage-  should  not 
take  away  her  freedom.  This  should  be 
maintained  at  all  costs. 

Mrs.  Sutcliffe  (District  Committee), 
moving  the  vote  of  thanks,  said  when  a 
woman  had  spent  much  money  on  educa- 
tion she  naturally  wanted  to  get  a return. 

Mrs.  Daw  (Brighouse)  seconded,  and 
to  Airs.  Blackburn  (local  president)  fell 
the  task  of  extending  the  welcome. 


— — o®i 


C.W.  s. 

IIGHTGOW 


Ladies’  Cream  and  Striped 
— - Flannelette — 


IIGHTGO' 


made  in  the  C.W.  S. 
Factories  from  materials 
produced  in  C.W.S.  Mills. 


Women’s. 

5/6 


per  Garment 


Outsize. 

6/3 


'J’HESE  are  Splendid  Value,  and  obtainable 
only  at  Co-operative  Stores.  Ask  to 
see  C.W.S.  NIGHTGOWNS  at 
Your  Local  Store. 
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MEN’S  GUILD 
NOTES. 

BY  A GUILDSMAN 


WORK  AND  VOTE. 

GUILDSMEN  AND  CO-OPERATIVE 
CANDIDATES. 

At  the  moment  every  member  of  the 
National  Co-operative  Men’s  Guil'.l  is  as  busy 
iu-  a whole  hive  of  little  bees.  Kor  m addi- 
tion to  the  ordinary  winter  work  now  com- 
mencing, they  have  to  win  a General 
Election,  and  -it  La  . safe  to  say  that  no 
guildsmnn  will  rest,  or  take  lus  ease  m a 
big  armchair  until  the  polls  close  on  the 
night  of  November  15th.  . . 

In  the  very  nature  of  things  it  is  r^ht 
and  proper  that  all  guildsmen  should  bo 
enthusiastic  politicians.  They  do  not  limit 
the  application  of  co-operative  principles  to 
the  st'ire  and  the  warehouse,  the  mill  and 
the ‘factory.  They  do  not  confine  their  co- 
operative activities  to  the  world  ot  produc- 
tion distribution,  and  exchange  alone  they 
take  a wider  view.  They  perceive  that  tiro 
co-operation  which  begins  in  tho  store  must 
extend  to  the  State,  and  that  co-operative 
principles  must  be  applied  to  all  human 
affairs  and  govern  all  the  relations  of  men. 
In  short,  they  are  citizens,  who  earnestly 
desire  to  transform  co-operative  society  into 
a Co-operative  Commonwealth,  and  to  raise 
a nobler  social  order  on  the  firm  foundations 
of  collective  ownership  and  co-operative 
industry. 

The  guild  itself  is  not  a political  body,  and 
it  does  not  exist  primarily  to  do  political 
work.  But  since  the  guild  seeks  “ to  make 
known  the  principles  of  co-operation  and 
assist  towards  their  universal  application  to 
human  affairs”  its  members  habitually 
think  of  the  State  as  a larger  co-operative 
society.  It  follows  that  all  guildsmen  are 
anxious  that  the  affairs  of  the  National 
Co-operative  Society  shall  be  administered 
and  directed  by  c -operatively-minded  men. 
They  understand  that  it  is  absurd  to  exjiect 
that  statesmen  who  extol  private  enterprise 
can  make  the  League  of  Nations  a power  in 
the  world.  Tliev  recognise  that  politicians 
who  are  private  traders  in-  private  life  can- 
not prevent  war,  which  is  the  child  of  com- 
petition. They  know  quite  well  that  com- 
petitively-minded men  cannot  possibly 
establish  wcrld  peace  or  promote  inter- 
national co-operation.  In 'a  word,  guildsmen 
realise  that  it  is  not  possible  to  gather 
grapes  from  therms  or  figs  from  thistles. 

= At  this  time,  therefore,  guildsmen  are 
busily  engaged.  They  are  helping  forward 
the  co-operative  movement  (which  is  a far 
bigger  tiling  than  some  ec-operators  realise) 
in  tlie  realms  of  Government,  and  working 
to  secure  the  election  of  Parliamentary  can- 
didates who  stand  for  co-operative  principles 
and  the  co-operative  cause.  They  are  doing 
this  because  they  are  co-operators  and 
because  they  are  loyally  obeying  the 
instructions  of  the  Guild  Central  Council. 
That  body,  at  its  meeting  held  at 
" Shornells,”  Woolwich,  a few  weeks  .ago, 
decided 

to  call  upon  all  guildsmen  to  work  and 

vote  for  cG-operation  in  this  General 

Election. 

Since  then,  a special  appeal  has  been  sent 


out  to  every  guild.  Guildsmen  are  reminded 
that  at  the" last  annual  meeting  of  the  guild, 
it  was  resolved:  “That  thi^  annual  meeting 
of  the  National  Co-operative  Men’s  Guild 
welcomes  the  imminent  approach  of  a general 
election,  and  calls  upon  all  members  and 
brandies  of  tlie  National  Co-operativ'o  Men’s 
Guild  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  secure  the 
election  of  co-operators  or  other  Parliamen- 
tary candidates  whose  candidatures  are 
approved  by  tho  National. Committee  of  the 
Co-operative  Party,”  and  urged  now  to  give 
effect  to  the  terms  of  that  resolution. 

The  Central  Committee,  in  making  this 
appeal,  say,  “ We  are  confident  that  you  will 
loyally  act  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
this  resolution,  and  do  your  utmost  to  secure  . 
the  election  of  candidates  pledged  to  sup- 
port the  co-operative  cause.”  That  con- 
fidence is  fully  justified,  for  there  is  already 
aniplo  evidence  to  prove  that  guildsmen  in 
all  parts  of  tlie  country  are  energetically 
working  for  the  right  men  and  wo  moil. 
Naturally,  the  greatest  activity  is  being 
shown  by  guildsmen  who  have  the  good  for- 
tune to  dwell  in  constituencies  where  a Co- 
operative candidate  is  seeking  election.  A 
special  letter  has  been  addressed  by  the 
Central  Council  to  these  members,  who  are 
urged  to 

“enter  into  the  coming  fight  with  energy 
and  determination,  and  with  the  Will  to 
achieve  Victory.” 

This  letter  has  already  produced  the  desired 
result,  and  Guildsmen  ar9  rolling  up  to  the 
various  central  committee  rooms  and  getting 
on  with  the  jobs  which  need  doing. 

Guildsmen  are  perhaps  specially  interested 
in.  the  fight  in  the  Moss  Side  Division  of 
Manchester,  where  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer,  the 
jomt  honorary  secretary  of  the  guild,  intends 
to  win  a seat  in  Parliament.  But  they  are 
also  eagerly  look  in"  forward  to  .the  successful 
return  of  every  ether  candidate  who  carries 
the  Co-operative  flag.  They  hope  that  Mrs. 
Barton  will  be  sent  to  Westminster  to  speak 
for  all  co-operative  women;  that  Mr.  Water- 
son  will  again  be  an  M.P.  ; that  Messrs. 
Alexander  and  Perry  will  soon  take  their 
proper  places  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Commons;  and  that  the  other  seven  good 
men  and  tr\ie  will  be  at  the  head  of  the  poll 
when  the  results  are  declared.  In  short, 
Guildsmen  expect  to  win,  they  mean  to 
win,  and  it  will  not  be  their  fault  if  there 
is  not  a strong  group  of  Co-operative 
M.P.'s  in  the  next  Parliament. 

Then,  when  tlie  election  i s over,  when 
victory  lias  been  won,  when  the  character  of 
the  Commons  has  been  improved  by  the 
introduction  of  eleven  more  co-operators  into 
the  House  of  Commons,  guildsmen  will  take 
up  the  work  of  education  and  propaga^la 
which  has  been  interrupted  by  Mr.  Lloyd 
George,  Mr.  Bonar  Law,  and  Sir 

George  Younger;  and  it  may  be 

that  they  then  will  be  better  students, 
better  workers,  better  co-operators  because 
of  their  contact  with  realities  during  tlie 
next  fortnight.  They  will,  at  all  events, 
have  rubbed  shoulders  with  the  democracy, 
and  will  in  consequence  knew  better  what 
working  men  and  women  want,  and  what 
must  be  done  to  establish  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  in  Britain. 


CALENDAR. 


NOVEMBER. 

I Midland  Sectional  Board  and  Educational  Associa- 
tion.—Week-end  School,  in  the  Rockinghum- 
road  Council  School,  Kettering.  Lecturer, 
Mx.  Norman  AngeR. 

S.  Co-operative  Printing  Society.— Shareholders' 

Half-yearly  Meetings,  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  Darn  Crook,  Ncwcastlc-on-Tyne,  at  3 
p.m, ; and  in  the  St.  Bride  Institute,  Bride- 
lane,  New  Bridge-street,  Loudon,  E.C.,  at 
3 p.m. 

,,  Midland  Sectional  Conference,  in  the  Rocking- 
hain-road  Council  School,  Kettering,  at  3 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Trade  and 
Capital."  Paper  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co- 
operative Union;. 

, „ North-Western  Education  Association  (Group 

3). — One  Da>s'  School,  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  Lancasl  -r.  at  2-30  ji.in.  Lecturer, 
Professor  Hall,  ALA.,  B.Com.  Subject: 

“ Some  Present-Day  Problems." 

, ,,  Southern  Section. — Oxford  District  Conference, 
in  tho  Palmer  Memorial  Hall,  West-street, 
Reading,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
iMr.  Riddle's  Congress  paper;  to  be  intro- 
duced  by  Mr.  R.  Ilibberd  (sectional 
secretary). 

, ,,  Southern  Section. — Wilts  and  Dorset  District' 
Conference,  at  Caine,  Wilts,  at  2-45  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion":  Mr.  G.  Riddle's 

Congress  paper;  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  E. 
King  (Central  Board). 

, „ Women's  Guild. — Bolton  District  Conference,  in 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  Hllosmcro-stroet,  Brad- 
shawgate,  Leigh,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " The  Jqint  Trade  Campaign." 

Speaker,  Mrs.  Beavan  (Sectional  Council). 


discussion: 

Guildswomen."  Speaker, 

(Wulsall  Wood). 

„ Women's  Guild  (Derby  Diet  riel).— One  Day's 
School,  in  the  Educational  Room,  Exchange- 
slrret,  Derby.  Lecturer,  Mrs.  Bauds  (Soho, 
Birmingham,  Sectional  Council). 

Women’s  Guild  (Dewsbury  and  Huddersfield  Dis- 
trict).—Two  Days'  School,  In  tlie  Gpild  Room, 
Wakelleld,  at  2-45  p.m.  Tcadlier,  Mrs. 
Webster  (O.C.  member). 

W.  Women’s  Guild  (NorthanU  and  Wellingborough 
District) — One  Day's  School,  in  tlie  Gordon- 
read  Dooms.  Wellingborough.  Speaker,  Mrs. 


I" 


, A'lutin,  {Walsall  Wood). 


B W.  Women’s  Guild.— Gloucester  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Wye  Bridge, 
Hereford.  Subject  tor  discussion  : " Co- 

operative Party.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  Smith 
(Council  member). 

II  S.  Co-operative  Printing  Society.— Shareholders’ 
Hull-yearly  Meeting,  in  the  C.W.S.  Premises 
Balloon-street,  Manchester,  at  3 p.m. 

„ „ North  western  Educational  Association  (Man- 
chester and  District  Qroup). — Conference  on 
tho  Premises  of  the  Prestwioli  Society,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Work  for 
Co-operative  Educationalists  in  the  Manches- 
MA  DiStri°t‘"  Ad<lrcss  Professor  Iiall, 

„ - „ North-Western  Section.— Oldham  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  National  Sunday  School 
Friesland;  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Mutual  Aid  in  Education  to  bo 
. introduced  by  Mr.  II.  Hudson. 

>>  •>  Women’s  Guild. — North-East  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Baptist  School, 
Burnlcy-road,  Brierfleld,  at  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : " Tho  Need  for  a Joint 
Trade  Campaign."  Speaker,  Sirs.  M'Ard 
(Liverpool). 


Information  for  Electors  I 

The  Political  Aspect 
of  Co-operation. 

A NEW  BOOK 

By  ALFRED  BARNES. 

Explaining  the  Why  and  Wherefore 
of  the  Co-operative  Party. 

50  Pages.  Post  free,  8 d. 


Order  si  once  from  the  Co-operative  Union  Li  noted 
(Publications  Department),  Holyoake  House,  Hanover 
Street,  Manchester. 


NATIONAL  ONION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE  i 
•St  ALLIED  WORKERS-The  N.U.D.A.W.  fl 


THE  HEW  DAWN” 


The  " Readable  " Trade  Union 
Paper.  Published  fortnightly 
(on  Soturdsvs).  Price  2d. 
Iiom  branch  secretaries,  or  3d. 
post  (ree  Irom  Cen'ral  Office — 
‘ Oakley. " Wilms'.ow  Road, 
Fallowfield,  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


ALERT  MAN  Wanted  lo  manage  branch  shop  under 
drapery  manager;  yearly  trade  £5,000.— Applica- 
tion forma  to  be  hud  from  tlie  Co-oi>erative  Society, 
I’riestgate,  Darlington,  on  or  before  November  6th. 

BRANCH  MANAGER  Wanted  for  Country  District; 

trade  about  £120  per  week;  ample  scope  lor  de- 
velopment; good  window-dresser  and  able  to  control 
staff;  no w premises  shortly  to  be  opened;  living  accom- 
modation provided  over  Shop;  rent  to  bc_  arranged.— 
Stale  age,  wages,  and  cxi>erience,  with  copies  of  recent 
references.  Applications  to  l>c  addressed  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee, Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  High-street,  Epping, 
Essex. 

CHESHAM  and  Wycombe  Society  thank  all  appli- 
cants for  CENTRAL  GROCERY  MANAGERSHIP, 
recently  advertised. 

CLERK  with  co-operative  experience  required;  nge 
of  applicants  not  under  20  nor . more  than  22 
years.— Applications  in  own  liandwriting,  giving  two 
references,  to  be  addressed  to  Warrington  Equitable 
Industrial  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  16,  Cairo-st., 
Warrington. 

Hardware,  ironmongery,  and  crockery. 

— Wanted,  a thoroughly  capable  MAN  as  MAN- 
AGER; trade  about  £55  per  week.— Apply,  stating  age, 
experience,  wages  required,  to  General  Manager,  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Percy -street,  Woking. 

MANAGING  BUTCHER  Warded,  under  supervision 
of  general  manager;  present  trade,  5 beasts, 
10  Sheep;  12  pigs,  together  with  quantity  of  frozen 
meat;  4 shops;  applicants  must  have  thorough  practical 
knowledge  of  the  trade;  keen  buyer,  organiser,  and 
disciplinarian.— Applications  in  writing,  endorsed 
" Butcher,"  giving  lull  particulars  to  Bulwell  Indus- 
trial Provident  Society  Ltd.,  37,  Main-street,  Bulwell, 
Nottingham. 

REPRESENTATIVES  Required,  with  good  connec- 
tion among  retail  co-opcrativo  societies,  to  sell 
on  article  of  daily  use  in  nil  households.— Reply,  with 
society's  references,  to  “ Light,"  c/o  Pratt  and  Oo., 
51,  Chancery-lane’,  London. 

THE  Committee  of  the  Key  worth  Co-operative  Society 
wish  to"  thank,  all  applicants  for  the  position  of 
MANAGER,  recently  advertised,  and  to  state  that  an 
appointment  has  been  made. 

THE  Committee  of  tlie  Guide  Post  Equitable  Co- 
operative Society  desire  to  thank  all  applicants 
lor  the  position  of  BUTCHER  MANAGER,  ar.d  to  say 
that  the  vacancy  is  now  filled. 

rjnH”  ~ 
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\STANTED,  SECRETARY  and  MANAGER;  mcm- 
II  bership  6C0;  annual  turnover  £22,000  — Appli- 
cations, stating  age,  experience,  along  with  Copies  of 
two  recent  testimonials,  to  be  sent  in  not  later  than 
Monday,  November  6th,  to  Battyeford  Co-operative 
Society  Limited,  Bank-street,  Mlrfleld,  endorsed  ” Sec- 
retary and  Manager." 

H*TANTED,  by  the  Ilav field- Co-operative  Society,  a 
▼ > WORKING  BAKER  to  take  charge  of  ,u  new 
model  bakery;  Bakers'  and  Perkins'  steam  pipe  peel 
oven;  a mixed  country  trade;  800  members;  Oo-o|.era- 
tive  Hours  and  Wages  Board  scale  of  wages;  a good 
opening  for  a live  man.— Applications,  endorsed 
"'Baker,"  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Secretary  not  later 
than  Thursday,  November  9th. 

DITANTED,  n practical  MAN  as  WATCH  and 
W CLUCK  and  JEWELLERY  REPAIRER.— Appli- 
cations, stating  age,  experience,  references,  and  wages 
required,  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary,  Briglilside  and 
Carbrook  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,'  Hirkbridge-road, 
Attercliffe,  Sheffield,  endorsed  " Watch  and  Clock 
Repairer." 

~%T7'ANTED,  smart  JUNIOR  ASSISTANT,  Grqcory  and 
I I Provision  Branch ; ‘aged  19  years  ; commencing 
wage,  36s.— Apply,  giving  experience  and  present  em- 
ployment, Co-operative  Society,  Bridge-st.,  God  aiming. 

WANTED,  a fully-qualified  MAN  as  SECRETARY 
for  Society  doing  a trade  of  £54,656  per  annum; 
membership  1,307;  N.U.C.O.  scale  ol  wages  paid.— 
Applications,  endorsed  “ Secretary,"  to  be  received 
not  later  Ilian  Monday,  November  6th,  stating  ago 
and  experience,  enclosing  copiea  of  two  testimonials, 
to  the  llinehliffe  Mil!  Co-operative  Society,  57-59,  Iiud- 
dersfield-road,  Holmllrth. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  m inagers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen, CUSRIIS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  t<-r  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner,  Gee-end  "Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  ‘Terks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London,  W.O.l. 

BAKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
arc  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Bankjeld,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and 
Confectioners.  67,  Sydnev-streot.  London,  S.W. 

Grocery  and"  provisions.— assistant  or 

BRANCH  MANAGER;  lifelong  experience  in  all 
brandies-  of  tlie  trade  In  town  and  country ; good 
knowledgo  bookkeeping;  excellent  references. — J. 

Colley,  13,  Wavcrley-road,  Exmouth. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


COOPERATIVE  BOOKKEEPING.— CORRESPOND. 

ENCE  CLASSES,  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Stages;  Expert  Tuition;  enrol  now  and  ensure  success 
at  examinations;  send  stamp  for  prospectus.— G. 
Williamson,  A.L.A.A.,  Certified  Accountant,  12,  North 
Saint  Andrew-street,  Edinburgh. 

Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real  thing, 

famous  the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors,  Exeter  Oo-oporativo  and  Indua- 
tr’.il  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

FUNERAL  CARS  and  Improved  Light  Class 
HEARSES  and  COACHES;  various  designs; 
some  second-hand;  photos  tree.— Cash  or  terms,  John 
Marston's  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Brudford-streot, 
Birmingham. 

FOR  SALE,  ••  Ford  " Ton  1921  CAN  COACH  built 
body ; recently  overhauled;  good  running  order.— 
Apply,  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Enderby,  Leicester. 
174011  SALE  or  EXCHANGE.  150  LIBRARY  BOOKS; 
JU  in  good  conditon. — For  list  of  same,  apply,  Edu- 
cational Secretary,  Co-operative  Society,  Chipping 
Norton. 

FOR  SALE,  2J  li.p.  " Federal  " MOTOR  CYCLE; 

1922  model;  practically  now;,  two-speed,  clutch, 
kick  starter,  footboards,  electric  lighting;  licensed  for 
1922;  £45.— Poavell,  11,  Lawrcnce-street,  Mill  Hill, 
London,  N.W.7. 

MOTOR  HEARSE;  saloon;  latest  design  body  for 
three  purposes;  suit  any  chassis;  particulars 
free.— Marston’s  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradlord- 
stroet,  Birmingham. 

TTIOn  SALE,  BAKER'S  VANS,  2 and  4 wheelers;  all 
JF  ready  for  tho  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  HAWKING 
VAN  on  r'  Ford  " chassis.— Apply,  the  Leicester  Car- 
riage Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Marlow-road, 
Leicester. 

Remington  latest  No.  10  typewriter-,  ceded; 

Belt -starter  model;  Uiiuaed,  as  new;  soorifioe,  £14; 
approval  willingly.— Whitb,  Arcade  Chambers,  North- 
ampton. 


R 


E-BUILT  TYPEWRITERS  of  nil  mnk.-,. 
new;  OFFICE  FURNITURE  of  nil  kinds® 
inquiries  to  the  Midland  Wood-worker,  Lid.,  hrLi0? 
street,  Birmingham.  Registered  Productive  Sooni,. 

WIIIST  SCORING  CARDS  ; superior  ; l noo  - 
SeorT’3,  32,  Crown-avenue,  ClydCuak. 

WANTED,  all  Go-operators  when  in  Led,  to  jfi I j 
ot  tho  Leeds  Industrial  Cooperative  Sociat,-? 
Restaurant.  . 

Qualitv  Is  Right.  Prices  nre  Right 
Note  tho  Address:  ALBION  STREET. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYl 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  TOE  BAKERY. 


T.  U.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fittor,  Pendletoq, 


ENTERTAINERS. 


DENT'S  QUADRILLE  BAND  (members  of  Ouenslm» 
Men’s  Guild).— Now  booking  for  Guild  Danc«. 
Terms  very  moderate;;  up-to-date  music  and  effect-,— 
CHAR.  DENT,  51,  Sandown-street,  Abbey  Hey,  Gc.rinn 
Manchester. 

NOW  BOOKING,  dates  for  Lectures  on  G \TtDvv 
INC  SUBJECTS;  illustrated  with  lanern  slides 
if  required.— Apply  for  full  particulars  to  Cyril 
Harding,  74,  East  Dulwich-road,  S.E.22. 

SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.O.C.).— Write  for  artist,* 
to  U.  lliBBEito,  66,  Great  Prescott-street,  London,  E.l. 

CWT  C ORCHESTRAL  SOCIETY.  prj„. 

• v V • • Winners,  Bluckfwsol  Festival.— S,*.;,,. 

ties  please  note  tho  above  Orchestra  are  open  for 
Co-ojierative  Concerts,  Exhibitions,  Dances,  Terms, 
&c.,  T.  Fell,  IIoii.  Secretary',  1,  Ballomi-  i r.- -r,  Man', 
chaster.  Pendleton  Exhibition,  Novemle  r 13th  to  lBib 
inclusive.  Orchestral  Donee,  Milton  Hall,  Manchester, 
November  11th,  1922. 

A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION'! 

MR.  WILL  CARTER'S  " M ERR  IE  MIMICS."—  ' 
Saturday,  November  4t!i,  Walkdon  Co-op.  Fes- 
tival. 'Ilianks'  to  Oheadle  Con.  S.S.  for  inquiry,  still 
open  November  25th.  Christmas  and  New  Yeur's-SohooL 
Parties,  &c„  offers.— Terms,  illustrated  programme, 
"Ac.,  15,  War  wick -street,  Hulme,  Manchester.  'Phone 
1163  Central. 


APARTMENTS. 


Strength  and 
enjoyment  in 
Turog  bread 

Strength  because  it  contains  the  whole 
of  the  wheat  save  the  coarse  bran  which 
causes  indigestion.  Enjoyment  because 
its  exclusive  method  of  prepar.uioa 
gives  it  a delightful  full  wheat  flavour 
unknown  in  other  brown  bread1;. 

Turns  Flour  is  just  as  simple  lo  u,-  ai 

sUfs^y  you  with  Turos  Flour  inJt’lb.diiS 
1 lb.  white  cotton  bags.  Buy  abas  to  day. 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  flat 


YOU  CAN  NEVER  BREAK 

PROTECT  A LITE 

“P-A'l.” 

GAS  GLOBES 


REDUCES  GAS  BILLS  . . 

PREVENTS  FIRES  SAVES  GAS  A ^ 

If  your  dottier  oannot  supply  thorn,  ordsr  dlrsot 

SAFETY  GLOBE  CO’ 

- Pifco"  Sous:,  HANCBESTEB.  ^ 

0NIV  2/6 


2/- 

EACH 


Don’t  Pay  More 


November  4,  1922. 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY! 


HoYIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


If  yoa 
want 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address:  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOME  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  tibia  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 

FLOUR  BINS  S SHOOTS 


Manufacturers  and  furnishers  of  Appli- 
ances for  "Excelda”  Check  System, 
that  has  proved  successful  at  Barnsley 


Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT! 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALBION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Moat  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  “ Eccle3,"  “ Climax,"  and  other  Cheok  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts,  “SIMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Save3  time  Greatest 

accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyno 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O.  . 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  6 Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


DOUGH  KNEHDERS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Oftice:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  K1NGSWAY,  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for* 

David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


— Ts6e  Reliable  Home  Zfiyes.  — 


: DRUMMER 
jDYES 


l 

i 

■ • i 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 

Makers  of  Edges  “ZDolly  fdUie”  & "ZDoUy  Qreamf 


A CONFECTIONERY  RACK. 


Complete 

£11  lOs. 


T.H.TONGE 

THE 

Bakery  Fitter, 


l‘Q 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPKRA.TIYE 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


a.  cfoa.ra.ntke; 
OF  QUALITY 

and— — 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


“Che  ideal” 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  Higli-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  In  the 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Gr&adrelles,  Flnnnclettt, 
Silesias,  Linenetles,  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Linings ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  OHice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 

Country  Holiday  Residence 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway;  25 
minute3  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress.  Culchoth  Hall, 

Newchuroh.  Near  Worringtou, 
or  Secretary,  Oo-operatlve  Society,  Leic.ii,  Lanes. 
Telephono  323  Leigh. 


Your  Store  stocks  | 

INTEGRITY 


BRAND 

Ladies’  and  Gents’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 

-Give  up  wearing  ill-fitting 
and  uncomfortable  Hosiery 

and  Underwear.  — 

Wc  can  fit  you  perfectly. 

Our  Buanesi  i'i  itill 
growing  became  ih: 
goods  w:  make  are 
acknowledged  fo  bs 

THE  P”” 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

PLUM  PUDDINGS 
and  MINCEMENT. 

MADE  FROM  THE  FINEST  MATERIALS 

— BY  — 

The  Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  V 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Br*°d  Boots  & Shoes, 

Trade  Union  Stampod.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD,  LEICESTER* 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Sxiety  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Lezk,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silk3  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boofc-Oloslug 
Twist,  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  &a  Bindings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trlmminga 
Agents  : The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 

The  Leicester  Co-sperative  Boat 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes* 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 

Thomson’s  MfiS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDE9SFIELD. 

Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths^ 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


SUTOX 

(C.V.S.  Shredded  Suet) 


for 


Christmas  Puddings 
and  Mincemeat. 
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A Capital  Butter  Substitute  is 

Friary  Lactic  Cheese 

From  the 

C.W.S.  Butter  Establishment,  Brislin^ton. 


Kovkmbkh  4,  19*) 


CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE 


Secures  IMMEDIATE  BENEFIT  in  tho 
case  of  INDUSTRIAL  ASSURANCE.  : 


Walk  in  the 
Wheatsheaf  Way 


Such  is  the  M essage 
that  goes  forth  from  the 
Boot  Department  of  one 
of  the  most  successful 
Co-operative  Boot  Stores 

It  should  be  proclaimed 
on  all  Co-operative  Boot 
Windows  this  month. 


m * * i vj.1  * l1  ? * * * * "I nil  iti  m Mm;  immnMiimi  m mum  immimi  mi  ih 

SOLYO 


plllE  INSURANCE  policies  are  arn 
1 for  co-operators  by  the  Co-oner^ 
Insurance  Society  Ltd.,  which  has  ail.T« 
in  all  co-operative  centres,  and  is  clov"|!(:| 

ing  a system  of  reaching  po-operators  ow°P' 

where.  Members  of  Guilds  are  specuif' 
invited  to  see  that  Co-operative  Insurance 
discussed  at  Branch  meetings;  literati'1 
and  particulars  will  be  sent  on  annlif-ni 
to  109,  Ccrporation-street,  Manchester tl#a 


H* 


ERRINGS  in  Tomato.  Ask  for  n, 
famous  “Jennie”  brand  from  u® 
C.W.S.  curing  houses.  They  are  canned 
and  cured  at  the  co-operative  establishment 
at  Yarmouth,  and  are  a real  food  as  Wen 
as  a tasty  delicacy.  “Jennie”  brand  her. 
rings  in  tomato  are  on  sale  at  all  stored 
Ask  for  them  at  your  own  shop. 


“ HPHE  delicious  flavours  of  C.W.S.  Jams 
are  unsurpassed.  Co-operators  should 
purchase  C.W.S.  Jams  only.  Choice  luscious 
fruits  and  pure  sugar.  For  quality,  C.W  S 
Jams  possess  a distinction  of  their  ostn! 
Absolutely  wholesome  and  scientifically  pre. 
pared.  C.W.S.  Jams  are  lovely  for  children. 
Obtainable  from  all  Co-operative  Stores.” 

BOOTS  are  best  polished  when  polished 
with  PELAW  POLISH— the  polish 
that  lessens  labour,  secures  the  durability 
of  the  leather,  and  adds  to  the  reputation 
of  co-operative  productions.  Ask  for  Pelaw 
Boot  Polish  when  next  at  the  Store.  If  it 
is  not  in  stock,  give  a definite  order  for  its 
supply. 


T^URNITURE  for  every  home  is  made  in 
A-  C.W.S.  factories  at  Manchester, 
Pelaw-on-Tyne,  Bristol,  and  Birmingham, 
When  you  buy  household  fittings,  inquire 
where  they  were  made ; if  they  come  from 
the  C.W.S.  works  they  are  reliable. 


HEALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
the  equipment  of  every  home.  Careful 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALTS— pleasant,  effective,  and  pure. 

These  are  specially  prepared  in  the  C.W.S. 
Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-Tyne. 


for  educational  committees 
wishful  to  keep  the  co-operative  idea 


POSTERS 

wishful  to  keep  the 
to  the  front  are  obtainable  from  the  C.W.S. 
Stationery  Department  at  Manchester.  Ask 
your  manager  to  make  inquiries. 


O PORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
^ the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS  OATA- 
LOGUE  from  the  department  at  Balloon* 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 


TifANAGERS  WANTING  HELP  in  the 
delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  the 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley,  Birminghiun, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 


“ rpHE  PRODUCER  ” is  the  paper  for 
those  interested  in  the  business 
side  of  the  movement.  Ask  your  store  man- 
ager to  be  shown  a copy.  It  costs  three- 
pence a month — but  is  worth  more,  much 
more.  4 

CEE  the  WHEATSHEAF  UNDERWEAR, 

^ which  is  supplied  from  ever?  store  tiiit 
is  co-operative.  Loyal  co-operators  sbouifl 
always  ask  for  Wheatsheaf  Under  wear  and 

Hosiery. - 

VIKING  DYES  are  made  in  really 
* colours,  and  are  reliable  in  domest 
use.  Ask  to  see  the  range  of  Viking 
at  your  Store.  _J 

r1  W C GOLD  FLAKE  Cigarette* 
Vv.  YV  . O.  are  t]10  cigarettes  to  »» 
for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  the  lette 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake.  _ 

ACTIO  CHEESlf  spreads  like 
* and  is  one  of  the  best  known  ■ 
specialities.  Ask  f->r  it  in  your  loca* p 

LUES  in  cakes  of  all  sizes  are  P[ePBred 
^ at  the  C.W.S.  Glue  Works,  Po,lt.rfl 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  glue— and  stick  no_ott^ 

/CONGRESS  SOAP  is  one  of 
^ known  soaps— made  by  the  u.i  • • ^ 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W.S.  n 
and  grow. 


Ask  for  this  at  your 
Store  ; and  watch  for 

special  announcement 

next  week. 


S51TOT 
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,fHE  “CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  FOR  PROGRESSIVE  VIEWS, 


METAL  BRIGHTK  NED 
WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


C.W.S. 

SOAP 

15  THE  ONLY 
: SOAP  FOR  : 

Co-operative  Shops 
and 

fio-operatops'  Homes. 


No.  2,685.  No,  185.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  November  ii,  1922. 


- PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  ns  n Newspaper. 


C.W.S. 

LADIES’ 

VELOUR 

COATINGS 


WHO  PAYS  FOR  THE  WAR? 

SOME  INTERESTING  FACTS. 

WHAT  TAXATION  MEANS  TO  THE  WORKERS. 

“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS  SPECIAL. 


are  a popular  pro- 
duction of  our  own 
mMIs. 

□ 

ASK  TO  SEE  THE 

C.W.  S.  Pattern  Bunch 

— OF  — 

Ladies’  Velour  Coatings. 

□ 

IT  IS  VIEWABLE  IN  THE 
DRAPERY  and  TAILORING 
DEPARTMENTS  OF  CO- 
OPERATIVE STORES. 


I SUTOX 

C.W.  S. 

SHREDDED 

SUET 

For  Christmas 
PUDDINGS 

AND 

MINCEMEAT 


s~.~. 


Wireless  and  Broadcasting 


are  the  topics  of  the  day. 


The  C.  la  Sa 

D*tNOT  NEED  a WIRELESS  INSTALLATION, 
e»  its  merits  are  being 

broadcasted 

by  the  excellence  of  iu 

'"dustrial  LIFE  ASSURANCE 
Contracts. 


VERIFY  tbe  claim  of  : 
"UNRIVALLED  BENEFITS" 


THE  co-operative 

INSORANGE  SOCIETY  Ltd., 

*09,  Corporation  St.,  Mnnchtstir, 

59,  Morrison  St.,  GLASGOW. 

Diarict  OlTice*  in  all  the  Principal  Town*. 

Agents  throughout  the  Country, 


Many  working  people  seem  to  think  that 
if  their  wages  are  so  low  that  they  are 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  income  tax, 
they  tiro  free  from  taxes.  They  do  not 
realise  that  when  they  spend.  .4*1  on  neces- 
sary articles  of  food  .7s.  5d.  ges  to  the 
State  i:i  taxation,  and- that  for  their  pound 
they  only  receive  goods  to  the  value  of 
12g!  7d. 

At  the  last  General  Election  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  made  one  of  Iris  election  cries, 
•'  Make  Germany  Pay."  „ Most  people 
imagined  that  this  meant  Germany  was  to 
pay  the  cost  of  the  war. 

As  a matter  of  fact  the  British  people  are 
paying  the  cost  of  the  wav  and  are  also  pay- 
ing the  interest  on  the  money  lent  to  the 
country  by  the  capitalists  during  and  since 
the  war. 

Here  are  the  facts: — 

When  you  buy  lib.  of  tea  you  pay  6JU. 
in  tax — 6jd.  is  for  the  cost  of  the  war. 

On  7lbs.  of  sugar  the  tax  is  Is.  7td. — 
IS.  3id.  is  for  the  cost  of  the  war. 

From  the  price  of  a quart  of  beer  the 
Government  gets  6Jd — 5id.  is  for  tnc 
cost  of  the  war. 

If  you  buy  an  ounce  of  tobacco  you  pay 
a tax  of  5|d.— 4^d.  is  for  the  cost  of  the 
war. 

On  a paoket  of  twenty  cigarettes  the 
tax  is  nearly  7d.— 6d.  is  for  the  cost  of 
the  war. 

If  you  go  to  the  cinema,  or  theatre,  or 
a cricket  or  football  match  and  pay  is.  3d., 
3d.  is  tax — 2id.  is  for  the  cost  of  the  war. 

Coffee,  cocon,  dried  fruit,  matches,  and 
other  things  are  also  taxed.  Co-operators 
will  understand  the  significance  of  these 
taxes  when  it  is  pointed  out  that  during 
1921  the  C.W.S.  did  a total  business  in  six 
articles  of  £21,663,374,  upon  which  the 
consumer,  in  other  words,  the  ordinary 
co-operative  member,  indirectly  paid  in  duty 
£8,183123,  or  37.77  per  cent. 

These  taxes,  for  the  most  part,  are  paid  by 
tlie  working  people,  who  spend  the  greater 
portion  of  their  wages  on  foodstuffs : 
whereas  the  amount  spent  by  tlie  wealthy 
classes  on  these  items  is.  only  a small  pro- 
portion of  their  income. 

It  is  estimated  that  these  taxes  average 
£32  12s.  lid.  per  family  per  year,  or 
12s.  6d.  per  family  per  week. 

Just  think  what  this  means  to  a man 
whose  wages  have  been  reduced  to  £3  a 
week  or  less! 

How  long  will  the  electors  let  this  go  on? 


BE  FAIR! 


THE  ALTERNATIVE  TO  THE 
CAPITAL  LEVY 

IS  TO 

MAKE  YOUR  CHILDREN 

AND  . 

GRANDCHILDREN 
PAY  FOR  THE  WAR. 

That  will  NOT  make  a 
Better  World. 

- ...  ■ ... 


Another  point  is  this : We  arc  paying 
about  one  million  a day  in  interest  upon  our 
national  debt.  The  debt  is  largely  money 
lent  by  our  own  people  to  win  the  war. 
We  bad  to  pay  enormous  sums  for  material 
with  which  to  fight;  and  we  have  t°  pay  a 
million  a day  to  those  who  lent  us  the  money 
to  fight  the  common  war. 

A Capital  Levy  seems  the  only  method  of 
reducing  present  taxation. 


rTHE  CROSS  BEARER-i 

TO  REMOVE  THE  CHILDRENS 
CROSS  OF  ARMAMENTS 


THOSE  WHO  “TAKE  ALL.” 


In  the  Great  European  War 

743,702  men  from  Britain  lost  their  lives ; 

1,693,262  men  were  wounded  ; 

1,045  British  patriots  added  £393.000,000 
to  their  fortunes ; 

340,000  of  the  British  people  (one  in 
every  hundred  of  the  popfilation)  added 
£2,846,000,000  to  their  fortunes. 

(White  Paper,  H.C.  102,  1920). 

Out  of  every  20s.  spent  by  the  Lloyd 
George  Government  in  1920-21,  16s.  6d. 
was  for  war  and  only  3s.  6d.  for  peace. 
This  is  how  the  amounts  are  made  up:  — 

On  Old  Wars. 

To  those  who  fought  and  the  dependents 
of  those  who  died : 

Out  of 
every  20s. 


s.  d. 

Pensions  1 ^ 

To  those  who  lent  their  money: 

Interest  on  their  money  5 1 

Repayment  of  their  money  ....  3 4 
War  incidentals: 

“ Winding-up,”  &c 2 3 

On  armed  peace  and  new  wars: 

The  armed  forces  4 3 

On  Peace. 

The  education  of  -the  people  0 10 

The  health  and  housing  of  the  people  0 4 
The  unemployed  ex-service  man  and 

worker  0 4.J 

The  aged  0 4i 

Other  peace  services  1 7 
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Dr.  R.  Dunstan,  who  fought  a plucky  fight 
in  the  Rusholnie  by-election  in  1919,  lias 
been  selected  as  the  Labour  candidate  for 
the  Lad.vwood  Division  of  Birmingham.  He 
was  formerly  a member  of  the  West  London 
Society. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Witard.  the  Labour  candidate 
for  Norwich,  is  the  district,  manager  of  the 
O.I.S.  and  a member  of  the  local  society. 
He  has  done  good  service  as  ft  Labour  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council. 


CO-OPERATORS  IN  THE 

NEW  PARLIAMENT. 

THREE  UNOPPOSED  RETURNS. 

WEST  FIFE'S  LEAD. 


The  Right  Hon. 
William  Adamson, 
Labour  M.P.  for 
West  Fife,  has^  the 
honour  of  being  the 
first  co  - operator 
elected  to  the  new 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Adamson  is 
a miners’  repre- 
sentative who  was 
a loyal  purchasing 
member  of  the  Hill 
of  Beatli  Co-opera- 
tive Society  when 
he  was  first  elected 
to  Parliament.  He 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  Adamson,  took  part  in  all  the 
doings  of  the  local 
societies,  and  as  his  home  is  still  there  he 
retains  his  interest  in  the  co-operative 
movement  in  Fife.  As  leader  of  the  second 
largest  party  in  the  House  from  1918  till 
1921,  when  Mr.  dynes  was  elected,  he  was 
virtually  leader  of  the  Opposition  ; hut  Sir 
Donald  Maclean  and  Mr.  Asquith  (after 
his  return)  invariably  manoeuvred  for 
position  60  as  to  claim  the  title  of  Oppo- 
sition for  the  Liberal  Party.  Mr.  Adam- 
son has  been  a constant  friend  of  tbe 
movement. 

OTHERS  ALREADY  ELECTED. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Hirst,  the  Labour  Member  for 
Wentworth  (Yorkshire),  is  also  an  un- 
opposed co-operator,  being  a member  or 
Barnsley  Society.  Like  Mr.  Adamson 
he  is  also  a miners’  official,  and  sat  in  the 
last  Parliament,  to  which  he  was  elected 
by  a majority  of  7,714.  The  ether  parties 
no  doubt  believed  that  a Labourite  who 
could  win  by  such  a majority  in  1918'would 
sweep  the  board  now. 

Mr.  George  Barker,  the  unopposed  M.P. 
for  Abertillery,  was  elected  at  a by-election 
two  years  ago,  with  a majority  of  7,650. 
His  chief  co-operative  connection  1ms  been 
■ with  the  Blnina  Society. 


ELECTION  NEWS. 


Councillor  Muggeiudge,  a co-operator,  is 
fighting  in  the  Labour  interest  against  Sir 
Allan  Smith,  of  the  Federation  of  British 
Industries,  in  one  of  the  Croydon  divisions. 

The  return  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Montagu  at  Cam- 
bridge is  being  opposed  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Stubbs, 
a co-operator,  who  is  the  Labour  candidate. 

There  is  an  interesting  three-cornered 
fight  at  Northampton,  where  Mr.  C.  A. 
M'Curdy,  the  Coalition  Liberal  member,  is 
being  opposed  by  Miss  Margaret  Bondfield 
and  Mr.  Henry  Vivian. 

Mr.  George  Edwards,  the  veteran  cham- 
pion of  the  agricultural  workers’  interests, 
who  is  a member  of  the  Fakenham  Society, 
has  been  again  adopted  as  the  Labour  candi- 
date for  South  Norfolk. 


FOOD  FIRST. 

“ INDUSTRY 
IS  BEING  STRANGLED  BY 
TAXATION." 

Said  the  " Daily  Mail." 

THE  PRIME  MINISTER 
PROPOSES  TO 

LOOSE  THE  STRANGLEHOLD 

BY 

REDUCING  THE  TAX 
ON  BEER! 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


• Nov 


EMBE*  11,  1922. 


HOW  THE  MOVEMENT  HAS 

BEEN  PENALISED. 


THE  NEW  INTERNATIONAL 

PEACE  MOVEMENT. 


COALITION  GOVERNMENT’S  RECORD. 

SPECIAL  INTERVIEW  WITH  MR.  A.  V.  ALEXANDER 

(SECRETARY.- TO  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE.) 

[By  Oub  London  Corhespondent.] 


From  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  working 
of  the  Parliamentary  machine  at  Westminster 
and  his  close  acquaintance  with  parties  and 
Parliamentarians,  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander 
(secretary  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee) 
is  in  a unique  position  to  supply  authentic 
information  as  to  the  injustice  meted  out  to 
the  co-operative  movement  by  the  Coalition 
Government.  The  discreditable  record  of  the 
Coalitionists  in  this  respect  should  lie  borne 
in  mind  by  the  electors  at  a timo  when  members 
of  the  two  parlies  to  the  Coalition  are  seeking 
for  a renewal  of  public  confidence. 

Oh  the  eve  of  Mr.  Alexander’s  departure  for 
Sheffield,  where  he  is  putting  up  a rare  fight 
as  a Co-operative  candidate  against  Mr.  A. 
Neal,  in  the  Hillsborough  Division,  he  gave 
me  some  illuminating  facts  which  should  be 
an  object  lesson  to  every  co-operator  in  the 
coming  political  struggle. 

“ In  spite  of  the  lip-service  given  to  the 
co-operative  movement  when  deputations 
have  attended  before  Cabinet  Ministers  there 
has  still  been  an  active  hostility  to  our  prin- 
nples  according  to  vour  experience,  Mi’. 
Alexander  ? ” 

Representation  on  Committees, 

To  this  opening  question,  Mr.  Alexander 
replied : “ During  the  last  four  years  it  has 
been  abundantly  clear  that  the  result  of  the 
1918  election  caused  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  his 
Government  to  disregard  altogether  the 
attitude  which  he  adopted  when  meeting  the 
co-operative  deputation  in  October,  1917. 
In  practically  every  case  in  which  the  co- 
operative movement  applied  for  representa- 
tion on  Government  Committees,  Commissions, 
&c.,  on  which  other  business  organisations 
were  represented,  they  have  been  refused. 
So  frequent  were  the  refusals  that  the  answers 
came  to  be  stereotyped  to  the  effect  that  the 
persons  usually  appointed  to  such  committee 
or  commission  were  chosen  for  individual 
ability  and  were  not  representing  the  interests 
of  any  specal  business  or  organisation.  Yet, 
in  fact,  the  appointments  made  to  these  bodies 
always  included  a large  number  of  business 
men,  who,  under  whatever  cloak  they  might  bo 
appointed,  certainly  represented  competitive 
business  interests  opposed  to  co-operation. 
At  a time  when  all  Governments  were  giving 
increasing  recognition  to  the  place  co-opera- 
tion should  fill  in  the  life  of  the  community, 
the  British  Coalition  Government  acted 
entirely  in  a reverse  way.  In  spite  of  the 
international  activities  of  the  movement,  the 
Government  refused  co-operative  representa- 
tion at  the  Labour  section  of  the  League  of 
Nations  at  Geneva.  If  tho  new  Cabinet 
obtains  authority  there  is  no  hopo  of  this 
position  being  changed,  for  Sir  Philip  Lloyd 
Grearae  (the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade) 
is  opposed  to  our  point  of  view  in  the  matter.’* 

The  Consumer's  Case. 

“ The  moral  of  this  is,  of  course,  obvious, 
Mr.  Alexander  ? ” 

“ There  can-  be  no  redress  of  the  position 
I have  described  until  the  bark  of  the  co- 
operators  becomes  a bite  by  representation 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Parliamentary 
Committee  have  in  season  and  out  of  season 
stood  for  the  consumer ; over  and  over  again 
they  found  themselves  up  against  the  Govern- 
ment. Take,  for  example,  the  question  of 
tea.  It  took  eighth u montlis’  hard  fighting 
before  the  Government  could  be  induced  to 
redeem  tho  pledge  to  make  permanent  the 
provisions  for  the  sale  of  tea  by  net  weight. 
If  this  had  not  been  done  co-operativo  con- 
sumers would  have  been  penalised  to  tho 
extent  of  over  £400,000  per  annum,  and  tho 
general  consumers  of  tho  country  by  nearly 
£3,750,000.  The  political  action  taken  in 
this  matter  by  tho  movement  has  been  of 
untold  benefit. 

“ One  of  tho  greatest  problems  of  tho 
movement  during  the  last  eighteen  months,” 
Mr.  Alexander  continued,  “ has  been  the 
question  of  tho  wages — a problem  seriously 
increased  by  the  Coalition  Government.  Many 
of  the  trades  in  which  co-operative  employees 
are  engaged  are  those  covered  by  the  Trade 
Boards.  Tho  Government  gave  way  to 
pressure  from  private  employers,  and  eet|  up 
a Committee  of  Inquiry  under  Lord  Cave. 


Evidence  was  submitted  to  that  Committee 
by  the  co-operative  movement  showing  the 
need  for  the  retention  of  tho  Trado  Boards 
and  tho  extension  of  their  operations.  Tho 
subsequent  action  of  the  Government  has 
seriously  increased  the  difficulty  of  societies 
in  maintaining  a proper  wage.  Owing  to  the 
failure  of  tho  Trade  Boards  to  function  co- 
operative societies  were  subjected  to  the  unfair 
competition  of  private  traders  who  paid 
sweated  wages.” 

Guardians  and  Dividend. 

After  dealing  with  tho  appointment  of 
Public  Auditors,  to  which  we  referred  last 
week.  Mr.  Alexander  touched  on  the  hostile 
attitude  shown  by  many  Boards  of  Guardians 
towards  the  movement.  “ In  many  areas,” 
he  stated,  “ thousands  of  co-operators  have 
been  so  badly  hit  by  unemployment  that  they 
have  been  compelled  to  obtain  Poor-Law 
relief.  In  some  districts  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  have  interpreted  a letter  issued  by 
the  Minister  of  Health  as  containing  an  instruc- 
tion that  the  dividends  upon  purchases  made 
through  relief  coupons  should  be  returned  to 
the  Guardians.  In  some  instances  unless  the 
societies  would  conform  to  this  rule  they  have 
been  excluded  altogether  from  trading  with 
the  Guardians.” 

In  reply  to  a question  as  to  the  Government’s 
aotion  with  regard  to  the  milk  supply,  Mr. 
Alexander  stated : “ In  spite  of  the  pressure 
from  the  movement,  the  1915  Act  has  never 
been  put  into  operation,  but  has  been  de- 
finitely suspended  untli  1925,  on  the  plea  of 
economy.  Unless  great  care  is  taken  tho  new 
Act  is  likely  to  restrict  tho  production  of  pure 
clean  milk  to  the  only  section  of  the  population 
able  to  pay  an  enhanced  price.  Then  again, 
on  the  importation  of  Canadian  store  cattle, 
deputation  after  deputation  from  the  move- 
ment waited  upon  Ministers,  and  finally 
tho  Government  had  not  sufficient  pluck  to 
give  a decision  one  way  or  another.” 

“ Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  co-operative  creameries  in  Ireland, 
Mr.  Alexander  ? ” 

“ We  have  good  cause  to  complain  of  the 
attitude  of  the  Government  towards  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  when  the  cases 
of  the  outrages  on  the  co-operative  creameries 
in  Ireland  were  taken  up,  and  protests  made 
that  the  work  to  which  Sir  Horace  Plunkett 
had  given  his  life  and  his  fortune  should  have 
been  ruthlessly  destroyed.” 

“ What  is  your  opinion  of  tho  Bonar  Law 
Cabinet  ? ” 

“ In  all  matters  of  social  reform  it  is  quite 
clear  that  they  purpose  nothing  more  than  a 
laissez  fairs  policy,  and  our  representations 
made  for  sooial  services  probably  be  less 
favourably  received  if  possible  than  at  present. 
The  maintenance  of  -Free  Trade  is  of  the 
highest  importance  to  co-operators.  Tho 
Cabinet  is  constituted  largely  by  members 
of  the  previous  administration.  Mr.  Bonar 
Law  was  the  official  protagonist  of  Protection. 
Mr.  W.  A.  S.  Hewins,  in  speaking  at  the 
closing  down  of  tho  Tariff  Reform  League, 
pointed  out  that  by  1 the  establishment  in  the 
Budget  of  1919  and  in  succeeding  yonrs  of  a 
measure  of  Imperial  preference  and  the  coming 
into  operation  of  tho  Safeguarding  of  Indus- 
tries Act,  the  principles  as  advocated  by  tho 
Tariff  Reform  League  since  its  commencement 
have  now  received  a definite  expression  in  the 
legislation  of  this  country.’  Co-operators 
would  strenuously  oppose  any  further  attempt 
to  erect  fiscal  harriers,  for  they  are  concerned 
in  tho  free  exchange  of  commodities  all  over 
the  world.  Every  day  and  in  every  way  the 
Coalition  Government  has  strengthened  its 
opposition  to  the  co-operative  movement. 
This  attitude  is  likely  to  bo  still  more  pro- 
nounced in  the  new  Cabinet,  in  response  to 
the  repeated  calls  from  the  private  traders’ 
organisation  for  the  imposition  of  increased 
taxation  on  tho  co-operative  societies.  If 
co-operators  really  desire  to  obtain  fair  play 
and  justice  in  this  matter,  apart  from  tho 
question  of  the  advancement  of  tho  co-opera- 
tive ideal,  they  will  be  false  to  themselves  if 
they  vote  for  candidates  who  will  not  pledgo 
themselves  on  the  matters  included  in  the 
Co-Operative  Party’s  questionnaire.” 


CO-OPERATORS  AND  TRADE  UNIONISTS  TO  MEET 

SUCCESS  GERM  IN  HAGUE  CONFERENCE. 

(FROM  A SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT.) 


The  co-operative  movements  of  Europe  are 
joining  whole-heartedly  in  the  new  anti-war 
campaign  which  has  been  inaugurated  by  the 
International  Federation  of  Trado.  Unions, 
and  at  least  6Qme  of  the  most  important  ol 
them  will  bo  represented  at  the  great  peace 
congress  which  is  to  open  at  tho  Hague  on 
December  10th. 

There  was  some  danger  that  the  political 
crisis  in  this  country  might  be  prolonged  until 
tho  end  of  this  year  or  tho  beginning  of  next, 
and  that  consequently  the  Hague  Congress 
might  have  suffered  because  of  tho  pre- 
occupation of  the  British  leaders  with  their 
own  political  affairs.  Happily  tho  election 
will  be  soon  over,  so  that  the  discussions  at 
tho  Hague  will  be  able  to  claim  all  the  attention 
they  deserve. 

Significance  of  tho  New  Move. 

A brief  review  of  the  circumstances  which 
have  led  to  the  inauguration  of  tho  campaign 
will  explain  both  the  energy  with  which  it  is 
being  conduoted  by  the  Amsterdam  Bureau  of 
the  International  Federation  of  Trade  Unions 
and  its  significance  as  a new  development  in  the 
anti-militarist  movement.  It  differs  from 
former  efforts  to  foster  among  the  workers  a 
spirit  of  opposition  to  war  not  only  in  the 
methods  of  carrying  on  tho  campaign,  but  in 
the  personnel  of  those  who  are  directing  it, 
and  in  tho  combination  of  industrial  motives 
which  give  it  driving  force. 


working  classes, .including  the  brain  ff0Ji 
in  every  country,  victorious  and 
alike.  The  war,  they  declared,  ,$ 
paid  for  by  the  unemployed,  by  the  und 
children  of  the  workers  throughout 
and  by  a deterioration  of  the  standard5*’ 
life  of  the  industrial  and  middle  clasa! 0f 
Great  Britain  ind  the  Continent.  c 
quently,  they  contended,  the  busirJS 
preventing  another  catastrophic  war  shsuu 
be  recognised  as  primarily  the  task  0(  ^ 
workers  Miemselves,  through  their  jntT 
national  trade  ^ union  organisation  Vi 
co-operative  movements,  and  all  o’uuj^ 
peace  organisations  which  would  join  jn  1(i, 
effort. 

In  the- resolutions  submitted  to  the  coa. 
ference  two  methods  wore  suggested,  ft. 
Continental  delegates,  steeped  in  the  old. 
international  tradition,  carried  a propel 
that  internal  propaganda  should  be  coa. 
ducted  vigorously  inside  the  ranks  of  the  three 
great  “ key  war  industries " (coal,  metah, 
and  transport),  with  the  object  of  preparing 
the  ground  for  a general  strike  in  these  indus- 
tries whenever  war  should  be  threatened, 
The  British  delegates,  with  one  or  two  erup- 
tions, took  up  the. realist  posit  ion  that  unless  a 
sentiment  against  war  can  be  created  suffi- 
ciently strong-  to  prevent  the  growth  of  i 
war  spirit  in  a time  of  crisis  any  general  slriic 
movement  will  prove  as  futile  iu  the  future ai 
in  the  past. 


Upon  the  education  of  the  people 
of  this  country  the  fate  of  this 
country  depends. — Disraeli. 


Before  1914  the  international  trade  union 
movement  considered  it  wise  to  leave  all 
political  questions,  including  tliat  of  the  or- 
ganisation of  a peace  movement,  to  the 
Socialist  International  bodies.  But  these 
bodies,  not  being  in  intimate  touch  with  the 
mass  of  the  workers  in  the  different  countries, 
could  do  little  except  pass  resolutions,  and 
often  enough  the  discussions  thereon  took 
place  in  an  atmosphere  so  remote  from  realities 
that  proposals  to  call  international  general 
strikes  and  to  take  other  heroic  measures  when 
war  was  threatened  were  debated  without 
much  regard  to  their  practicability. 

Tho  fact  that  the  International  Socialist 
movement  was  followed  with  interest  by  a 
very  small  minority  of  the  workers  before  the 
war  made  it  inevitable  that  when  the  testing 
timo  came  the  resolutions  should  prove  value- 
less, and  that  in  the  fierce  gusts  of  national 
feeling  which  swept  every  country  the  inter- 
national movement  itself  should  bo  broken 
up.  Whether  the  new  effort  will  be  any  more 
successful  another  testing  timo  alone  can 
show ; but  the  new  factors  which  have  been 
referred  to  are  worthy  of  serious  attention. 

The  Burden  of  the  War. 

Tho  introduction  of  tho  industrial  motive  is 
full  of  significance.  When  the  decision  to 
initiate  the  campaign  was  taken  at  the  Romo 
conference  of  the  International  Federation  of 
Trado  Unions  at  Easter,  the  speakers  who 
advocated  a reversal  of  policy  and  an  adven- 
ture into  the  political  field  justified  their  action 
by  the  argument  that  the  economic  burdens 
of  tho  war  would  fall  almost  entirely  on  the 


An  Educational  Movement. 

Holding  this  view  they  naturally  regarded 
with  greater  enthusiasm  ami  hope  the  second 
method  suggested — that  was  the  organisatiw 
of  a general  educational  campaign  against 
militarism  and  war,  in  which  other  than  (red 
union  bodies,  having  the  attainment-  of  world 
peace  as  their  object,  should  be  invited  to 
co-operate.  British  influence  in  the  inter 
national  trade  union  movement  is  vary 
strong,  and  under  this  influence,  coa- 
bined  with  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  ol 
Messrs.  Fimmcn  and  Oudege,  q (the  secre- 
taries), it  seems  as  though  in  practice  lit 
general  strike  propaganda  will  bs  sub- 
merged in  the  greater  and  far  more  impor* 
tant  educational  movement  which  is  nw 
taking  shape,  and  which  will  be  launched  in 
impressive  circumstances  at  the  Hsgw 
Congress. 

The  interest  already  manifested  in 
congress  indicates  that  it  will  be  the  largest 
and  most  representative  international 
gathering  cvof  organised.  The  subjects  i 
the  preliminary  have  already  been  given  ini 
“Co-operative  News.”  They  are 
in  character,  and  can  hardly  fail  to  ? 
cohesive  force  to  the  movement.  Ouc  yoan 
lose  all  hope  in  the  future  of  humanity  if  , 
did  not  believe  that  it  is  possible  to  ov^ 
come  national  prejudices  and  pnss'on 
permeating  the  minds  of  the  mass  0 
people  with  ideas  of  goodwill  and  co-op*' 
tion.  But  this  can  only  be  d°ne 


enuous  and  persistent  effort. 

L’he  International  Federation  of  Tr 
ions  is  in  direct  touch  with  Ira  e ' ^ 
ring  an  aggregate  membership  0 
>nt-y  millions  in  the  European  cOI)'  ^ 
I tho  fact  that  a large  proportion  « ^ 
mbers  are  co-operators  should  open  ^ 
the  closest  unity  in  an  endeavour  to  ^ 
at  is,  in  essence,  the  fullest  extend® 

)lest  ideals  of  co-operation  «n  .jflJ 
nin^te  every  department  of  »> fr 


THE  WOMAN  VOTER. 


IN  BRITAIN. 

I A5i  twenty-one  and  woman  born, 

But  still  my  name  fails  to  adorn 
The  voter’s  list,  although  my  brother 
May  vote  for  this,  that,  or  tho  other! 
For  mo  there’s  naught  but  patient  waiting 
Until  stray  grey  hairs  I discern, 

And  birthdays  come  and  go,  locating 
The  thirty  summers  of  my  term; 

For  then,  and  not  till  then,  please  note. 
Can  women  have  the  sense  to  VOTE. 


1 The  constitution  of  the  Irish  Free  State 
terms.  Misa  Erin  does  not 


IN  IRELAND.* 

I Axi  twenty-one  and 
, Kind  Fates ! 1 .live  m.  the  1 w ^ 
Where  woman  is  man  s ll L,*Ln*® 
Dail  Eireann  men  arc  not  - 
As  try  to  argue  we’ve  no  se  ^ pivti. ■ 
Because  we’re  young,  aim  f-  • \ city-,  d 
Wvo  endless  interests  s' 

Dear  maidens,  waste  not  , pl*j  -j 
Come  haste  to  make  P0*'  'u0nie 
But  mind  you — they  re  f 

sumption,  i;  n»  “ Gu®r 

And  don’t,  forget  Ingredient 

tion”  I - to  ^ 

giveb  men  and  women  tho 
have  to  wait  until  she  s tun  . . 


JfoVKMOBR  11,  1922. 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook. 

By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C.  (Labour  Candidate  for  Romford). 
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Traders  Put  Questions. 

Ose  of  the  experiences  of  a Parliamentary 
jjiididato  is  the  number  of  questions  he 
receives  from  organisations.  These  vary  from 
judfy-writton  letters  to  well-printed  questions, 
and  some  of  the  secretaries  arc  sufficiently 
businesslike  to  send  the  candidate  a duplicate 
form  so  that  he  may  keep  a copy  of  his  reply, 
gome  of  these  questions  are  perfectly  reason- 
able. others  are  pompous  and  almost  threaten- 
ing ; whilst  yet  others  are  of  a mixed  character. 
Belonging  to  this  mixed  category  is  the 
questionnaire  issued  by  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce. or  Chambers  of  Trade,  which  are 
affiliated  to  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade, 
from  the  form  it  is  evident  that  the  ques- 
tionnaire has  been  prepared  at  headquarters. 
Generally  speaking.  Chambers  of  Commerce 
in  small  towns  represent  retail  traders. 
Possibly  this  explains  why  the  third  question 
asks 

Will  the  candidate  support  the  registra- 
tion of  co-operative  societies  under  the 
Companies  Acts,  and  their  assessment  to 
the  same  taxes  upon  their  trading  profits 
or  surplus  as  are  borne  by  limited  liability 
companies? 

It  need  hardly  be  added  that  the  reply 
of  the  Labour  candidate  to  this  question  is 
id  emphatic  " No  ! ” Other  questions  reveal 
a reasonable  attitude  with  regard  to  the 
transfer  to  the  Imperial  Exchequer  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  cost  of  national  services, 
which  at  present  rest  largely  on  the  rates, 
protection  of  tenants,  shop  hours,  Sunday 
t trading,  and  postal  reforms.  Then  follow 
a series  of  questions  asking  if  the  candi- 
1 date  " will  oppose  State  trading  and  pro- 
| posals  for  experiments  in  the  nationalisa- 
| tion  of  production  and  distribution,  and  all 
; schemes  prejudicial  to  the  legitimate 
claims  and  rights  of  private  enterprise  in 
I industry  and  trade.” 

[ In  my  reply  I have  taken  exception  to  the 
I manner  in  which  this  question  is  framed.  I 
I am  no/  al  all  clear  what  are  the  legitimate  claims 
ond  rights  of  private  enterprise,  and  I have 
I;  Ventured  to  point  out  that  when  a service 
r comes  under  public  ownership,  the  pro- 
prietor of  every  business  taken  over  is  bought 
out,  and  that  every  nationalisation  or  munici- 
palisation  Bill  provides  that  no  person  em- 

II  ployed  shall  be  in  a worse  position  by  the 
transfer ; which  means,  that  it  displaced,  they 
receive  proper  compensation.  I have  asked 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  which  put  these 
questions  to  me  to  compare  this  with  the 
position  of  a small  trader  when  a multiple  shop 
i opens  a branch  near  him  and  half  ruins  him 
I ordrives  him  out  of  existence.  What  about  his 
legitimate  ” claims  and  rights  of  private 
. enterprise  ? The  insidious  manner  in  which 
one  or  two  of  the  questions  have  been  framed 
^confirms  what  I already  knew,  viz. : That  the 
jrira/e  trader,  like  so  many  other  sections  of 
(k  community,  is  fooled  by  “ Big  Business." 

Railway  Fares. 

In  announcing  the  tardy  reduction  of 
Finger  fares  from  January  1st  next,  the 
railway  companies  state  : “ The  reduction  of 
“Wt*  is  to  be  accompanied  by  a move  in  the 
[ Action  of  standardisation.  Companies  now 
j Urging  less  than  the  double  fare  for  the 
j«turn  journey  will,  as  a general  rule,  terminate 
“is  arrangement  and  return  fares  will  be 
Placed  on  the  normal  basis  of  double  fare.” 
The  return  fare  from  Romford  to  Lon- 
non  is  2s.  2^d.,  the  single  fare  being  is. 
®i°-;  on  the  basis  announced  by  the  rail- 
way companies  the  “ reduced  ” return 
•are  will  be  2s.  6d.l  From  London  to 
nornchurch  the  present  return  fare  is 
but  the  *•  reduced  " fare  will  be 

^oubt  it  is  the  6ame  with  hundreds  of  other 
Pwcs.  Compare  this  with  the  Post  Office 
. di,  as  soon  as  a profit  was  shown  on  its 
“creased  charges,  made  a general  reduction 
® *d.  to  ljd.  on  letter  postage,  and  a reduc- 
jon  in  the  increased  telephone  charges ; but 
Post  Office  is  nationalised,  which,  tho 
Pitalist  press  informs  us,  is  a menace  to  tho 
“aperity  of  the  nation.  The  following 
f&ct  from  the  report  of  the  Madrid  corre- 
*hi  h°nt  *^n6*°'^ou^  American  Bank, 


appeared  the  other  day  in  the  weekly 


j;  1 vi, v viji.  i uaj  in  iriiu  nucaij 

uvular  °f  that  institution,  is  of  interest  in 

““  connection 

.A.I’rnncUeo  G'ambo,  formerly  Minister 
Cour  lna'10e>  .declared  this  week  in  the 
heal  °n  n int<?ry:,ew  that  the  only  prac- 
tranc^11  l improving  the  railway 

system  of  Spain  was  for  tho 

°i'uaUnn  -arisen,  public  pressure  should 
•nd  thii  i?1  . Presenl  return  fare  ahould  stand, 

**r«.~Eu  ,?  (T^riytion  should  apply  to  the  single 


State  to  ncquire  till  the  railways.  He  con- 
sidered the  private  working  of  the 
lines  was  responsible  for  the  poor 
service  given  to  many  districts  of 
the  country,  for,  ho  argued.  the 

private  owners  naturally  sought  only  to 
run  lines  in  districts  where  they  were 
assured  of  an  immediate  profit,'  while 
State  working  would  tend  to  the  develop- 
ment of  n number  of  rich  districts  hitherto 
neglected. 

Swedish  Matohos. 

In  reading  through  a Swedish  bank  report 
I have  como  across  some  figures  relating  to  the 
present  production  of  matches  in  that  country 
which  have  surprised  me.  It  appears  that  no 
less  than  95  per  cent,  of  the  entire  production 
is  exported,  and  for  tho  five  months  ended  May 
last,  the  exports  amounted  to  10,415  tons. 
For  the  month  of  August  last  3,270  tons  were 
exported.  Now  a ton  of  matches  conveys  as 
much  to  mo  as  would  an  order  for  a length  of 
silk  “ as  long  as  a piece  of  string  ” ; but  upon 
inquiry,  I find  that  roughly  about  10,000 
chests,  each  containing  about  7,200  boxes  of 
matches,  are  equal  to  a ton,  or  to  put  it  still 
more  plainly,  something  like  seventy  million 
boxes  of  safety  matches  go  to  the  ton.  I 
leave  it  to  readers  to  work  out  how  many 
boxes  of  matches  Sweden  exports  a month  ; 
they  will  obtain  figures  so  largo  as  to  be 
equalled- only  by  tho  national  debt  or  Mr. 
Lloyd  George’s  promises. 

Turning  Warships  into  Traders. 

We  have  all  heard  of  turning  swords  into 
ploughshares,  but  it  has  remained  with  France 
to  turn  warships  into  commercial  travellers. 
A week  or  two  ago,  two  French  cruisers  left 
Brest  on  a trade  propaganda  voyage  round  the 
world.  Tho  guns  and  turrets  had  been 
removed ; and  the  ship  was  loaded  with  bales 
of  choicest  merchandise,  for  they  are  intended 
to  play  the  part  of  moving  exhibitions  of  wliat 
France  can  produce.  Not  only  do  they  carry 
such  fine  products  as  velvets,  silks,  laces,  but 
pictures  and  etchings  by  the  best-known 
artists  of  France  adorn  the  steel-plated  walls 
of  these  vessels,  originally  built  for  destruction. 
A really  fine  idea,  and  one  can  only  deploro 
the  fact  that  it  should  bo  left  to  France,  which 
is  not  nearly  so  dcpen4ent  upon  foreign  trade 
as  ourselves,  to  do  such  a thing.  Our  govern- 
ing class  prefer  to  spend  millions  on  the 
further  construction  of  warships. 

A Turtle  Company. 

A company  quite  out  of  tho  common  nowa- 
days, although  it  would  not  have  been  strange 
a hundred  years  ago,  was  floated  recently  in 
Glasgow,  and  the  shares  offered  to  the  public. 
The  company,  which  is  called  Chelonia  Limited, 
has  acquired  a concession  from  the  Government 
of  Western  Australia,  giving  it  exclusive  rights 
to  collect  turtle  on  225  miles  of  coast  and  an 
adjacent  group  of  islands.  According  to  the 

Continued  in  next  column. 


ELECTION  FLASHES. 

General  Elections  one  point  stress. 

Hiey  show  the  need  for  a People’s  Press. 

A newspaper  that  can  insure  its  readers 
ngainst  measles  may  be  unable  to  insure  its 
writers  against  hysterics. 

The  war  to  end  war  is  still  costing  us  a 
million  pounds  a day.  “ Interest  ’-ing  for 
the  man  who  gets  the  money,  but  more  so 
for  the  man  who  limbs  it. 

The  working  man  who  gees  to  the  “ Daily 
Mail  ” for  advice  on  how  to  vote  is  the  man 
who  would  buy  the  “ War  Cry  ” to  find  the 
runners  in  the  November  Handicap. 

Conscript  life  to  fight  a war?  “ Capi- 
tal,” said  the  fat  man.  Conscript  wealth 
to  pay  for  it?  “ Capital?”  shrieked  the  fat 
man. 

“ Will  this  proposed  capital  levy  touch 
me?”  inquired  the  millionaire  newspaper 
owner  of  his  chief  scribe.  “ I should  say 
so,”  replied  the  leader-writer.  “ Right,” 
commented  the  controller  of  the  Press, 
“ Tell  our  readers  that  it  will  ruin  the  very 
poor.” 

A newspaper  makes  a mis-statement  on 
Monday.  On  Tuesday  the  editor  receives — 
and  destroys — 500  letters  oorrecting  him. 
On  Wednesday  lie  repeats  the  original  fabri- 
cation. 'Pli is  is  what  is  known  as  the  Free- 
dom of  the  Press. 

The  office  boy  who  writes  the  leaders  for 
the  “ Burnley  Express,”  referring  to  the 
capital  levy,  says,  “ Fcir  apart  from  the  face 
that  it  is  robbery  pure  and  simple,  and  thus 
contravenes  the  Divine  Command,  ‘ Thou 
slialt  not  steal.’  ” When  this  bright  youth 
reaches  manhood  lie  will  find  that  it  is  not 
a bit  of  use  misquoting  scripture  to  the 
Income  Tax  collector. 

Tun  Walrus. 


[Continued  from  previous  column,] 

prospectus,  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of 
both  ediblo  turtle  and  tho  turtle  from  whioh 
tortoise  shell  is  obtained.  Most  of  us  thought 
that  tortoise  shell  came  from  the  tortoise,  but 
evidently  were  wrong.  It  appears  that  tho 
average  edible  turtle  weight  3 owt,,  so  that 
it  is  even  bulkier  than  the  average  city  aider- 
man,  whom  one  naturally  connects  with  the 
thought  of  turtle  soup.  It  is  stated  that  turtles 
are  very  prolific,  and  the  company  estimates 
that  they  will  bo  able  to  turn  out  soup  and  by- 
products from  200,000  edible  turtles  per  month, 
and  from  four  to  five  thousand  pounds  of 
tortoise  shell — the  latter  being  worth  from  20s. 
to  60s.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality.  Arrange- 
ments have  already  been  made  for  the  sale 
of  turtle  soup  and  other  products  to  hospitals, 
nursing  homes,  chemists,  &c.  ; and  it  is 
possible  that-  within  a year  or  two  this  food, 
which  has  hitherto  been  regarded  as  a luxury 
limited  to  the  very  few — especially  in  connect- 
tion  with  civic  functions — may  become  more 
widely  known.  The  word  “ Chelonia  ” is  tho 
scientific  description  of  the  turtle  family. 


HRMISTICE. 


Oh  i silence,  with  what  greatness  art  thou  fraught 
To  those  who  loved  Them,  and  to  those  ivho  fought 
Shoulder  to  shoulder  with  them  ’ere  they  fell. 

Boom  out,  Big  Ben,  again  thy  funeral  knell 

Two  minutes.  . . . Ah!  two  minutes  joy  and  pain. 

The  mother  hears  her  son’s  clear  voice  again, 

The  soldier  sees  his  pal  sink  by  his  side, 

Two  minutes  bridge  a distance  grown  too  wide, 

Too  wide  ; we  have  forgot  the  Hell  and  flame 
Of  war  and  those  who  fought  for  Freedom's  name 
That  sons  of  future  years  might  be  war  free. 

Oh,  mothers  of  the  Dead,  our  thanks  to  thee  ; 

Forgive  us,  we  have  loved  the  Gods  of  Greed 
Too  long,  and  only  by  Co-operation  now 
Can  we  redeem  the  " Peace  for  ever  ” vow. 

Two  minutes’  thought,  fraught  of  this  Silence  grand, 
Could  lead  the  Nation  nigh  to  Heaven’s  strand. 

Oh,  Statesmen,  Soldiers,  People,  lend  your  aid — 

The  dead  are  peaceful,  see  the  living  paid. 

— P.  Hoole  Jackson, 


CANADIAN  CATTLE 
EMBARGO. 

CONDITIONS  OF  ITS  REMOVAL 

POSSIBLE  APPLICATION  TO 

OTHER  PARTS  OF  THE  EMPIRE. 

TERMS  OF  AGREEMENT. 

The  Canadian  Cabinet  has  now  ratified 
the  agreement  reached,  at  the  recent  con- 
ference in  this  country,  with  regard  to  the 
removal  of  the  restrictions  upon  the  im- 
portation of  Canadian  cattle.  Canadian 
store  cattle  (i.e.,  animals  born  and  reared 
in  Canada  and  rendered  incapable  of  breed- 
ing),  are  to  be  admitted  under  the  follow- 
ing restrictions : — 

1.  The_shipment  must  be  from  a Cana- 
dian port  and  direct  to  a .port  in  Great 
Britain. 

2.  For  three  days  immediately  before 
shipment  and  during  the  voyage  the 
animals  are  to  be  kept  separate  from  other 
animals  and  periodically  examined  by  a 
veterinary  officer  of  the  Dominion.  A 
thorough  examination  immediately  before 
shipment  is  to  be  made  by  the  Dominion 
veterinary  officer,  who  will  certify  that  the 
animals  are  not  affected  with  cattle  plague, 
pleuro-pneumonia,  foot-and-mouth  disease, 
or  mange.  During  the  voyage  the  exam 
ination  is  to  be  made  daily. 

3.  The  animals  flre  to  be  landed  at  speci- 
fied lauding  plnees  and  there  thoroughly 
examined  by  the  Ministry’s  veterinary 
officers.  Movement  from  the  landing  place 
is  to  be  controlled  by  licence  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  movement  of  imported  Irish 
cattle  is  at  present  controlled.  This 
secures  detention  of  the  animals  on  some 
farm  or  other  premises  for  six  days,  though 
they  may  pass  to  such  premises  through 
one  market. 

The  agreement  makes  provision  to  secure 
that  the  vessels  used  shajl  not  be  capable 
of  infecting  the  cargo,  and  also  provides 
for  effective  action  if  disease  should  be 
found  in  a cargo. 

The  landing  of  Canadian  cattle  capable 
of  breeding  will  require  the  authority  of  a 
General  Order  which  will  be  made  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and 
laid  in  draft  before  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment for  thirty  days,  and  if  either  House 
before  the  expiration  of  that  period  pre- 
sents an  address  to  His  Majesty  against 
the  draft  or  any  part  thereof,  no  further 
proceedings  shall  be  taken  thereon.  It  is 
an  essential  part  of  any  such  Order  that 
the  animals  must  be  accompanied  by  a cer- 
tificate by  the  authorised  officer  of  the 
Dominion  stating  that  the  animals  have 
within  one  month  before  shipment  been 
tested  effectively  for  tuberculosis  and 
found  free  from  that  disease,  and  the 
Minister  is  given  the  fullest  discretion  as 
to  the  precautions  to  bo  enforced  against 
the  introduction  of  other  diseases  by  these 
animals. 

The  Minister  is  to  retain  the  power  to 
suspend  importation  of  store  and  breeding 
animals  if  cattle  plague,  pleuro-pneumonia, 
or  foot-and-mouth  disease  should  appear  in 
Canada. 

A fee  not  exceeding  sixpence  an  animal 
is  to  be  imposed  on  all  imported  animals, 
and  compensation  is  not  payable  in  case  of 
slaughter  at  the  place  of  landing  in  conse- 
quence of  disease  being  discovered.  For 
administrative  purposes  imported  animals 
are  to  be  tagged  or  otherwise  marked. 

The  Canadian  Ministers  at  the  confer- 
ence undertook  that  as  soon  as  the  neces- 
sary Order  authorising  ' importation  of 
Canadian  breeding  stock  is  in  force  the 
Canadian  Government  will  modify  their 
conditions  of  importation  of  British 
animals  so  as  to  make  the  Canadian  and 
British  conditions  reciprocal. 

The  conference  assented  to  tho  view  that 
legislation  on  this  subject  cannot  bo  limited 
to  Canada,  but  must  be  capable  of  adap- 
tation to  the  requirements  of  other  parts 
of  the  British  Empire. 


INTERNATIONAL 

CO-OPERATION. 

USEFUL  LECTURES. 

Mr.  H.  J.  May  has  a few  vacant  dates 
between  now  and  Easter,  which  he  is  willing 
to  reserve  for  societies  desiring  lectures  on 
“ International  Co-operation." 

His  subjects  are  : — 

1.  Tlie  International  Co-operative 
Alliance:  What  it  is,  and  what  it  aims  at. 

2.  Facts  and  Fallacies  about  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Trading. 

3.  Internationalism : The  Vital  Force  of 
Future  Progress. 

4.  What  I Saw  in  Soviet  Russia. 

5.  The  Place  and  Influence  cf  Great 
Britain  in  International  Co-operation. 
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WHAT  CO-OPERATORS  STAND  FOR:  PEACE, 


ALL  OUT  TO  WIN. 

CO-OPERATIVE  CANDIDATES  DO  NOT  FEAR  THE 

ELECTORS'  VERDICT. 


NEWS  FROM  THE  BATTLE  FRONT. 

The  eleven  Co-operative  candidates  and  their  hosts  of  workers  have  gone 
into  battle  with  banners  flying  and  cheerful  hearts,  and  the  latest  news  from 
••  the  front  ” is  of  an  inspiriting  nature. 

For  the  whole  “ sitting  " to  be  '*  hatched  ” is  perhaps  too  much  to  expect, 
but  there  is  no  reason  why,  on  the  whole,  the  results  should  not  be  of  an 
encouraging  character.  The  Co-operative  Party  is,  after  all.  only  a young 
party  and  it  cannot  hope  to  make  great  inroads  in -the  defences  of  the  older 
and  well-established  political  forces  all  at  once.  Time  is  necessary;  but  if  a 
big  breach  is  not  made  in  the  outer  walls  of  the  competitive  citadel  on  Nov. 
15th  co-operators  and  the  working  classes  generally  will  be  disappointed. 


The  co-operators  in  those  constituencies 
which  are  being  contested  by  Co-operative 
candidates  must  buckle  to  from  now  till  the 
close  of  die  poll  if  they  wish  to  be  certain 
of  victory. 

The  candidate  in  each  case  has  a stiff  fight 
before  him,  and  there  must  be  no  “ tran- 
quility ” for  the  candidate  or  the  workers 
till  the  fight  is  over,  or  there  may  be  cause 
for  lamenting. 

KETTERING  (MID-NORTH A NTS). 

•A.  E.  WATERSON  (Co-operativo). 

Owen  Parker  (Conservative). 

1918  Election  result:  Waterson,  10.299; 

Buxton  (Co. -Liberal).  7,761 ; Ferguson 
~ (Nat.  Dem.),  4,489. 

I n Kettering, 
where  our  only  Co- 
operative M.P.  in 
the  last  Parliament, 
received  his  man- 
date, Mr.  Waterson 
has'  to  retain  his 
seat.  He  had  a ma- 
jority in  1918,  but 
it  was  only  a ma- 
jority of  2,538  over 
one  of  his  opponents 
in  a tliree-cornered 
fight.  The  combined 
votes  of  his  oppo- 
nents made  1,943 
more  than  Water- 
son  got.  There  is  no 
tliree  cornered  fight 


E.  Waterson 


this  time,  so  that  Waterson  has  to  wipe  out 
an  anti-Co-op: rativ‘3  majority  of  1.943  in  a 
fight  in  which  the  parties,  opposed  to  him 
separately  four  years  ago  are  combined 
against  him.  He  should  do  it.  and  the 
latest  news  from  Ivetteriug  is  of  a decidedly 
optimistic  character.  His  workers  feel 
that  they  will  return  him  with  an  in- 
creased majority  "over  1918. 

KING’S  NORTON  (BIRMINGHAM). 

Mrs.  E.  BARTON  (Co-operative). 

•Sir  H.  Austin  (Conservative). 

W.  Meakin  (Liberal). 

1918  Election:  Austin,  8,809;  Haekett  (Co- 
operative), 4,917;  Birkstt  (Liberal), 
2,435. 

SPAR  KBR  0 OK  I B I RMI  NO  HA  M ) . 

E.  W.  HAMPTON  (Co-operative). 

*L.  C.  Amery  (Conservative). 

T.  F.  Duggan  (Liberal). 

3918  Election:  Amery,  15,225;  Spires  (Co- 
operative). 3,014;  Hurst  (Liberal), 
1.25L 

In  Birmingham,  the  co-operatOrs  are  en- 
grossed in  two  fights.  In  King’s  Norton, 
the  majority  against  the  Co-operative  candi- 
date in  1918  was  6,327,  so  that  Mrs.  Barton 


Mrs.  E.  Barton.  Mr.  E.  W.  Hampton. 

has  quite  a job  on.  Mr.  Hampton,  the  Co- 
operative candidate  in  Sparkbrook,  has  a 
more  formidable  job.  The  combined  Con- 
servative and  Libenil  votes  in  1918  left  the 
Co-operative  candidate  in  n minority  of 
13.462.  Making  every  allowance  for  the  war 
spirit  of  1918,  it  is,  nevertheless,  u giant’s 
job  to  heat  down  a reserve  so  large  as  that. 
Hampton  is  hopeful,  however,  and  Mrs. 
Barton  is  cheerful. 

Writing  from  Birmingham  on  Tuesday, 
our  correspondent  gives  an  encouraging 
report  on  the  progress  being  made  by  Mr. 
Hampton  and  Mrs.  Barton. 

So  far  as  Sparkbrook  is  concerned  he 
says:  "The  real  fight  is  between  Hampton 
and  Amery,  and  in  spite  of  the  1918 
figures  there  is  no  Unionist  rash  enough 
to  say  that  Amery  is  safe.” 
piBCUR’dng  Mrs.  Barton's  chance*  he 
writes  " 'he  thing  that  she  is  ‘ up  against  ’ 
js  the  i-JA  i-.ll  csc.-r'««l  by  Sir  H |l,-it 


Mr.  J.  M.  Biggar. 


Austin,  who,  as  the  head  of  the  Austin 
Motor  C’o.,  is  one  of  the  biggest  employers 
in  the  division.  But  against  this  lias  to 
be  set  the  remarkable  growth  of  Co-opera- 
tive and  Labour  opinion  in  the  division 
during  the  past  two  years.  Mrs.  Barton’s 
chances  of  Victory  he  describes  as  hopeful.’’ 

PAISLEY. 

J.  M.  BIGGAR  (Co-operative). 

•Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  Asquith  (Liberal). 

Last  Election  (1920):  Asquith,  14,694; 

Biggar,  11,840;  M’Kean  (Conservative), 

3,778. 

The  biggest  co- 
operative light  is  in 
Paisley.  There  Big- 
gar and  his  workers 
fully  realise  the 
nature  of  the 
battle.  Liberalism 
there  joins  hands 
with  the  darkest 
reaction  to  keep  out 
the  Co-operative 
candidate.  At  the 
by  - election  As- 
quith’s majority 
was  2.854.  This 
tjme  the  Conserva- 
tive vote  and  the 
Georgian  vote  will 
be  p<ioled,  and  Big- 
gar’s  task  is  not  only  to  wipe  out  Asquith's 
by-election  majority,  but  to  wipe  out  that, 
plus  the  Conservative’s  3,778  votes,  which 
will  now.  no  doubt,  go  to  Asquith.  In  other 
words,  there  is  an  adverse  majority  of  6,632 
to  wipe  out.  Asquith’s  complete  failure  in 
Parliament  since  his  re-election  gives  co- 
operators  their  chief  ground  for  believing 
the  task  confronting  Biggar  to  lie  possible. 
It  is  not  only  possible.  There  are  co-opera- 
tors enough  in  Paisley  to  win  hands  down 
against  any  combination ; but  it  means  hard 
work,  and  Biggar’s  supporters  realise  that. 

HILLSBOROUGH  (SHEFFIELD). 

A.  V.  ALEXANDER  (Co-operative). 

•A.  Neal  (National  Liberal). 

1918  Election : Neal,  11,171 ; Lockwood 

(Co-operative),  4,050. 

Hillsborough  gave 
most  co-operative 
readers  of  the  Sun- 
day papers  a shock. 
Mr.  A.  Neal  was 
reported  right 
through  as  having 
been  returned  un- 
opposed, and  the 
“ Observer  ” even 
explained  that  his 
Co-operative  oppo- 
nent had,  retired. 
How  that  mistake 
arose  need  not  be 
inquired  into.  Some- 
body has  probably 
Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  been  “ sacked  ” for 
it  by  now.  It  would 
have  been  a disappointment  to  co-operators 
had  the  statement  been  true,  for  Hills- 
borough is  one  of  our  best  organised  divi- 
sions, and  has  one  of  our  most  gifted  candi- 
dates. Mr.  Alexander  has  to  get  over  a Neal 
majority  of  7.121.  That  is  not  an  insuper- 
able task,  considering  the  circumstances 
that  prevailed  four  years  ago,  the  work  that 
has  been  put  in  since,  and  the  merits  of  the 
Co-operative  candidate.  Victory  cannot  be 
taken  for  granted,  however. 

Wlmtever  the  shock  to  co-operators  on 
Sunday,  it  was  the  turn  of  the  opposition 
to  luive  a shock  mi  Monday  morning,  when 
they  learnt  that  "Victor”  Alexander  was 
very  much  in  the  field,  with  a splendid 
organisation  of  Co-operative  and  Labour 
forces  behind  him,  and  plenty  of  shot  and 
shell  provided  by  his  opponent’s  record  in 
the  late.  Parliament  and  Mr.  Lloyd  George’s 
own  guide-book  to  the  new  world  called 

Better  Times."  A slognn  for  the  electors 
m that  the  Coalition  Government  have  be- 
trayed the  working  man:  "If  they  betray 
you  again,  don’t  blame  them.  3lamo 
yourselves!" 

It  is  interesting  to  observe  that  notices 
wane  handed  in  to  the  returning  officer,  dur- 
ing tlic  time  of  nominations,  requesting  that 
the  poll  may  bo  kept  open  till  9 ji.m.  This 
application,  was  made  by  Councillor  C.  H. 
Wilson,  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  Mr.  R. 
Morley.  Mr.  A.  Ponsonbv,  and  the  three 
other  Labour  candidates.  Electors  will, 
ti  c 'f  ro,  have  the  opportunity  of  voting  up 


Mr.  S.  F.  Perry. 


to  nine  o’clock  on  tile  night  of  Wednesday, 
the  15th  instant,  and  so  give  nil  working 
men  and  women  a chance. 

STOCKPORT  (Two  Seats). 

S.  F.  PERRY  (Co-operative). 

J.  C.  H.  Robinson  (Labour). 

*W.  Greenwood  (Conservative). 

•H.  Fildes  (National  Liberal). 
Bye-election  (1920):  Greenwood,  22,847; 

Fildes,  22,386 ; Money  (Labour),  16,042; 

Perry,  14,434;  Kindell  (Bottomley), 

6,644;  Terretfc  (Bottomley),  6,443; 

O’Brien  (Sinn  Fein),  2,306. 

Perry  is  in  a con- 
stituency  that 
should  ho  won. 
' Stockport  returned 

a Liberal  and  a 
Labour  member  till 
t h o by-election, 
when  the  Coalition 
composed  its  differ- 
ences by  concen- 
trating on  one  Con- 
servative and  one 
Co-Liberal.  That 
combination  still 
exists.  The  Con- 
servative a n d 
Liberal  majorities 
over  the  Labour  and 
Co-operative  candi- 
dates in  1920  were,  respectively,  6,805  and 
7,952.  Labour  was  always  organised  in  the 
division^  the  co-operative  votes  were  almost 
unorganised  till  the  1920  by-election  came 
along,'  so  that  co-opcration  ought  to  be  bet- 
ter understood  this  time,  and  their  votes 
increased.  The  Labour  and  Co-operative 
Parties  are  working  in  combination  to  de- 
feat tile  combination  on  the  other  side.  The 
uncertain  element  in  the  case  is  the  disposal 
of  the  votes  of  those  who  voted  for  the 
Bottomleyite  candidates  and  the  Sinn  Fein 
candidate  in  1920,  these  numbering  nearly 
8,000.  Of  t-his^  uncertain  quantity,  the 
whole  of  the  votes  cast  for  the  Sinn  Feiner 
will  probably  go  to  Perry  and  Robinson  (each 
elector  has  two  votes),  and,  since  the  charm 
of  Horatio  has  vanished,  the  ex-servicemen 
and  the  other  workers  captivated  by  Bot- 
tomley ought  to  give  a large  addition  to  the 
votes  of  the  Co-operative  ami  Labour 
candidates.  Another  encouraging  factor 
is  that  the  " co-operation  " shown  by  their 
opponents  in  1920  is  not  so  much  in  evi- 
dence to-day. 

MOSS  SIDE  (MANCHESTER). 

T.  W.  MERCER  (Co-operative). 

•Lt.-Col.  G.  B.  Hurst  (Conservative). 

A.  T.  Ackrovd  (Liberal). 

1918  Election:  Hurst  (Con.),  10,621;  Stott 

(Lib.),  5,708. 

In  Moss  Side 
(Manchester),  Mer- 
cer is  breaking  new 
ground.  The  divi- 
sion was  not  con- 
tested in  1918  by  a 
Co-operative  candi- 
date or  by  a La- 
bour candidate.  The 
Conservative,  who 
is  seeking  re-elec- 
tion, heat  his  Lib- 
eral opponent  by 
a little  short  of 
5,000.  Mercer  has 
to  extract  co-opera- 
tive votes  from  the 
Conservative  a n d 
Liberal  following. 
However,  the  co-operators  in  the  division  are 
numerous  enough  to  pull  through  with  the 
help  of  the  Labour  votes  that  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  their  strength  four  years 
ago. 

Mercer  is  concentrating  all  his  big  guns 
on  the  Conservative  candidate.  It  is 
freely  admitted  that  the  Liberal  is  no 
politician,  and  but  for  the  fact  that  he  has 
the  powerful  influence  of  the  "Guardian” 
behind  him  his  chances  of  victoiy  would 
sink  lower  than  the  German  mark.  The 
other  daily  papers  published  in  Manchester 
are  not  likely  to  give  Mercer  a-  lift  on  the 
way  to  Westminster  either.  But  “ of  the 
whole  heart  eonieth  hope  ” ; and  what  with 
tlio  assistance  of  the  " Co-operative  News  ” 
and  a happy  and  increasing  land  of 
workers  Mercer  should  shake  the  Conser- 
vative citadel  if  he  does  not  bring  it  to  the 
ground. 

BRADFORD,  S. 

W.  HIRST  (Co-operative). 

•Lt.-Col.  Hon.  F.  v.  Willey  (Con.). 

H.  H.  Spencer  (Liberal). 

1918  Election:  Willey,  11,983;  Hirst,  8,  IS3 ; 

Muff  (Ind.  Liberal),  6,611. 

I n Bradford, 
Hirst’s  defeat  in 
the  municipal  elec- 
tion last  week  was 
a disappointment ; 
but  it  seems  to  be 
having  a stimulat- 
ing effect  on  his 
workers,  and  that  is 
all  to  the  good. 
Some  believed  last 
week  that  it  was  no 
good  voting  for 
him,  ns  lie  would 
probably  be  going 
to  Parliament ; bnt 
however  his  defeat 
is  to  be  accounted 
for,  it  has  brought 
about  a scrutiny  of  the  electoral  machinery, 
and  that  is  nil  to  the  good.  Hirst  is  ngain 


Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer. 


Mr.  W.  Hirst. 


fighting  a three-cornered  fight  against  ih 
same  forces  which  opposed  him  four 
ago,  and  he  has  to  convert  a hostile  nmWa 
of  3,801.  The  votes  are  likely  to  be 
evenly  divided  this  time,  however  f 
Spencer  is  one  of  the  strongest  l.iberak  ?n 
the  city.  For  the  municipal  dcaions  th 
I,  iberals  and  Conservatives  combined  ana 
opposed  the  Labour  candidates  in  Cac],  Ji 
the  fivo  wards  of  the  division.  By  tjj-r 
means  they  secured  a total  of  just  over 
13,000  votes,  against  9,546  cast  for  Labour 
An  amusing  feature  of  the  contest  js  (jJ 
squabble  between  the  Liberal  and  Coiiserva. 
tive  candidates  about  their  programme* 
each  accusing  the  other  of  borrowing* 
Naturally  Mr.  Hirst  is  making  capital  0f  hu 
opponents’  troubles. 

TRADESTON  (GLASGOW). 

T.  HENDERSON  (Co-operative). 
•Lt.-Col.  v.  L.  Henderson  (Cons.). 

C.  D.  B.  Murray  (Liberal). 

Mrs.  Crawford  (Communist). 

1918  Election : V.  L.  Henderson  (U I 

12,250;  M'Dougall  (Soc.),  3,701:  White 
(Lib.),  3,369. 

Couxcif.i.mt  11  rx. 
derson  i.i  Trades- 
ton  has  pmonbly, 
the  me-;:  curious 
nut  to  crack.  In 
1918  tlic  present 
Ganger  votive-  mem- 
ber was  elected 
with  a majority  of 
8,499  o\er  a 
Socialist,  and  a 
majority  ol  .5.130 
over  tlie  Socialist 
ancl  Liberal  candi- 
dates combined. 
The  Liberal  -,vas  nt 
the  foot  of  the  poll, 
Coun.  T.  Henderson,  the  Socialist  having 
a majority  -T  nearly 
400  over  him,  but-  the  Socialist  was  one  of 
the  "extremists,”  and  had  been  imprisoned 
for  speeches  delivered  during  the  war.  The 
fact  that  a Communist  opposes  Mr.  Hender- 
son should  silence  those  who  n»ti llmt©  to 
him  " Bolshevist  ” ideas,  ancl  with  the  vote 
divided  between  ficur  candidates  it  will  bo 
surprising  if  Mr.  Henderson  cannot  pull  off 
the  seat.  It  ought  to  be  a guod  Co-opera- 
tive stronghold,  and  nothing  will  l>e  more 
appropriate  than  that  the  division  which 
houses  the  great  central  establishments  of 
the  movement  in  Scotland  should  lie  repre- 
sented by  a Co-operative  candidate. 
Councillor  Henderson  has  this  week  received 
a letter  from  Sir  William  Maxwell  appealing 
to  eo-operators  to  do  all  they  can  to  ensure 
his  return. 

TOTTENHAM.  N. 

R.  C.  MORRISON  (Co-operative). 

C.  D.  Roberts  (Conservative). 

F.  Bartle  (Independent). 

C.  Baker  (National  Liberal). 

1918  Election:  Prescott  (Co.-Uuienist), 

11,891 ; Alden  (Liberal),  7,293. 

In  North  Totteu- 

. ham,  .Mr.  .Morri?oa 
: is  engag-.-l  in  a 

hopeful  ! > ; ■ t . In 
f 1918,  I.  ' cotes 

A 1 divided  th  • C«>.di- 

-m  jM£|  k tion  Unionist  and 

3P  ^RjP  '^SBI rf  the  Liberal  camli- 

n cl  dates,  who  had  the 

field  to  tin un selves. 

Like  Tradeston, 
Tottenham  h n 3 
four  candidates  this 
time  for  the  °-'io 
| seat,  and  the  law 

Jfe  <J111  Member  is  net 

^ ‘ among  thorn.  It 

Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison,  is  one  of  the  few 
constituencies  1,1 
which  the  Conservatives  - mid  the  National 
Liberals  are  in  opposition.  There  is  an 
Independent  in  the  field,  and  Mr.  Morrison, 
with  his  valuable  experience  and  his  grip  or 
the  situation,  should  make  it  emy  for  the 
co-operators  to  carry  off  the  seat. 

EAST  HAM,  S. 

A.  BARNES  (Co-operative). 

C.  Edwards  (National  Liberal). 

E.  Smallwood  (Liberal).  ^ 

1918  Election  : Edwards  (Nat.  Dem.), 

Hamlett  (U.),  5,661;  Henderson  (Lab.;, 

In  East  Hi,m 
Mr.  Barnes  is  ^ 
in  o-  the  sittjUo 


Member. 


Mr 


Mr.  A.  Barnes. 


Edwards,  a.  National 
Liberal,  and  there 
is  also  on  Tll<Jc‘ 

GSEt^fe 

with  a Unionist- 
tervotiing.  * j 
National  . .I,!  , 
will  prub  .Uy  1»? 
the  bulk  -I  '? 
Liberal  votes,  *... 
though  tins  * 
be  compensated 


by  the  accession  of  Conservative  r"l-‘j',ra bly 
Mr.  Barnes  is  likely  to  improve ■ c-ms.  ut  ^ 
on  the  vote  of  the  Labour  candid  ' • . ,,n 

The  extent  of  the  exchange  of  votes  - j|nss 
the  other  two  candidates  is  ‘ ’ ri10d 
factor  hut  Mr.  Barnes  is  putting  1 ‘ ”nt. 
fight  with  plenty  of  °noou.fej  tll0 
As  in  North  Tottenham,  membeis  o ^ 
Women’s  Guild  are  being  nskyu  fi,||y 
general  secretary  (Miss  Enfield)  to 
round  the  co-operative  standard. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


E> 


Octobku  28,  1922. 

ECONOMY.  AND  HUMAN  HAPPINESS. 


THE  WORKERS’  FIGHT. 

OTHER  CO-OPERATORS  WHO  ARE 
STANDING  AS  CANDIDATES. 


LEEDS  LEADS  THE 

WAY. 

ANOTHER  £500  INVESTED  IN  N.C.P.S. 


i AfaRt  from  the  eleven  official  Co-opera- 
te candidates,  there  are  quite  a number 
co-operators,  many  of  them  well  known 
jn  die  movement,  who  hope  to  be  in  the 
Hon-o  of  Commons  after  November  loth, 
flelow  we  give  a list,  but  it  should  not  be 
taken  as  exhaustive. 

jlr.  G.  Latham,  the  Labour  candidate 
for  Enfield,  has  been  an  active  worker  for 
the  co-operative  cause. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Winfield,  who  is  contesting 
, South  Battersea  in  the  Labour'  interests, 
fft1s  the  Co-operntive  Mayor  of  Battersea, 
ori.1  his  wife  is  a guildswoman  in  that 

i district. 

I Mr.  C.  W.  Bower  man,  a director  of  the 
L Co-operative  Printing  Society,  is  again 
seeking  the.  suffrages  of  the  Deptford 
K electors,  whose  interests  lie  has  so  well 
| served  for  many  years. 

In  the  Bromley  division  ci  Kent.  Air.  F. 
P,  Hodes.  a member  of  the  South  Suburban 
| Society,  has  again  been  nominated  as  the 
L Labour  candidate. 

[ Mr.  Jack  Mills,  a member  of  the  Royal 
[ Arsenal  Society,  is  seeking  re-election  for 
[ Dartford. 

Mr.  J.  Sheppard,  a member  of  the  Royal 
i Arsenal  Society's  management  committee, 

► is  one  of  the  Woolwich  Labour  candidates. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Stubbs,  a local  co-operator,  is. 
I tie  Labour  candidate  for  Cambridge, 
r Mr.  -S.  P.  Viant.  who  is  contesting  West 
I jWillesdeu  in  the  Labour  interests,  was  a 

► member  of  the  West  Loudon  Society,  and 
his  candidature  lias  the  support  of  the 

| local  co-operative  society. 

ilr.  Aneurin  Williams,  who  has  repre- 
j sented  the  Consett  Division  in  the  Liberal 
intere-t,  is  in  Australia,  and  his  6eat  is 
r being  fought  for  him  in  his  absence.  His 
L majority  was  slender  in  1918.  and  he  is  at 
o disadvantage  in  not  being  personally 
I available  during  the  fray. 


' The  Labour  candidate  in  the  Da  von  try 
Division  is  Air.  Will  Rogers,  president  of 
| the  Northampton  Co-operative  Society, 
t mend  . r of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co- 

II  operative  Union,  and  member  of  the  National 
Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Party. 

Mr.  A.  Emil  Davies,  who  contributes  “A 
j Busine-s  Man’s  Notebook”  to  the  “ Co- 
: operative  News”  columifs,  is  making  a 
i spirit  d fight  in  Romford.  He  has  dis- 
1 tingiiished  himself  by  issuing  a decidedly 
[’  original  “ Election  Book  ” for  the  enlighten- 
[ ment  of  those  electors  whom  he  will  not  be 
l able  to  address  personally.  His  preface, 
I Which  apologises  for  the  apparently  egotis- 
| heal  nature  of  the  book,  is  followed  by  a 
picture  of  him  blowing  his  own  trumpet.  He 
I is  even  original  enough  to  include  in  his 
I book  n portrait  of  his  opponent,  whom  he 
| describes  as  ‘‘rather  a decent  sort.”  The 
[ contents  of  the  book,  however. -are  likely  to 
i nave  a serious  effect  upon  his  opponent,  as 
i the  unfortunate  gentleman,  a ‘‘National 
I,.  Liberal,”  is  an  impenitent  Georgian. 

[ . Mr.  Neil  Maclean  is  having  a hard  fight 

f in  Govan,  where  he  is  opposed  by  a lady 
I whose  party  is  difficult  to  detect  from  her 
} 'Iterances.  Neil  is  one  of  the  few  candi- 
dates who  can  command  support  on  his  own 
L ground,  which  is  another  way  of  saying  that 
b?  has  nothing  to  fear  from  those  who  know 
i him  best. 

‘ , Mr.  Robert  Murray,  the  joint  editor  of 
i *he  Scottish  Co-operator,”  is  fighting  a 
I rational  Liberal  who  had  a majority  of  4,000 
L ■ the  last  election.  It  was  not  a big 
- Majority  for  1918,  and,  the  sins  of  the  Coafi- 
uon  having  been  found  out  since  then,  Mr. 
elurray  looks  like  winning. 


.The  Enfield  Highway  Society  has  sent  its 
P.08t  wishes  to  the  eleven  official  Co-opera- 
tive Parliamentary  candidates. 


Mr.  Naidu,  the  Indian  co-operative 
jludeiit  at  Holyoake  House.  Manchester, 
A following  Mr.  Mercer’s  candidature  for 
f|°ss  Sido  with  keen  interest.  Ho  has 
Already  attended  many  meetings. 

j Mr.  Morcer  was  the-lnst  of  the  candi- 
tt „ n, Bond  in  liis  nomination  papers  at 


^ow’n  Hall,  Manchester,  on  Saturday, 
in®  nnd  the  Town  Clerk  exchanged  smiles. 
i.L,r° , .both  thinking  of  the  scriptural 
ruction  that  ‘‘the  Inst  shall  be  first”? 


QUARTER  S TRADING  RESULTS 


At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Leeds 
Society,  which  was  held  on  November  1st, 
the  president  (Mr.  Joseph  Smith)  gave  a 
resume  of  the  quarter's  trading. 

The  President  said  the  total  sales  for  the 
thirteen  weeks  amounted  to  £8-53.927,  or  a 
decrease  of  13jJ  per  cent-,  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  of  1921,  which  was 
more  t-bnn  accounted  for  by  the  decrease  in 
prices.  But,  he  said,  they  were  not  content 
to  only  hold  their  own,  even  in  these  diffi- 
cult times,  and  he  suggested  that  it  would 
be  a fitting  celebration  of  the  society’s  75th 
year  for  the  members  to  make  greater  use 
of  the  society  than  they  had  ever  done  l>e- 
fore,  and  so  increase  their  average  sales.  He 
also  asked  for  their  assistance  in  the  new 
members’  oauipaign. 

Right  of  Light  Case. 

He  drew  attention  to  the  November 
“ Record,”  which  had  just  been  put  into 
their  hands,  and  contained,  amongst  other 
things,  the  judgment  in  the  right  of  light, 
air,  and  way  case,  before  Mr.  Justice  Romer, 
in  the  Chancery  Court,  respecting  the  new 
buildings  now  being  erected  in  Albion- 
street.  The  result  was  favourable  for  the 
society  on  two  counts  out  of  three,  hut  on 
the  question  of  light  in  the  rear  of  the  build- 
ings solely  the  directors  would  have  to  decide 
on  the  best  steps  to  be  taken  in  the  interests 
of  the  society. 

Educational  Matters. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Oration,  J.P.  (chairman  of  the 
educational  committee),  next  introduced 
their  report  and  cash  account,  which,  he 
stated,  allowed  an  expenditure  of  £2,110  for 
the  half-year,  or  £611  less  than  the  corre- 
sponding period,  owing  to  the  percent:;-' 
allowed  providing  less.  This  had  in  t.'  ' d 
their  indebtedness  to  the  society  by  J_".  <1. 
The  receipts  from  the  social  institute  'had 
fallen,  also  its  membership,  through  unem- 
ployment, and  he  bespoke  their  assistance  in 
making  good  this  decrease. 

He  referretL-in  some  detail  to  the  open-air 
meetings,  Men’s  and  Women's  Guilds,  Field 
Club,  Comrades’  Circle,  Students’  Fellow- 
ship, and  other  auxiliaries,  and  to  the  work 
of  the  coming  sessiou,  and  specially  pressed 
the  claims  of  the  “News,”  “ Alillgnte.” 
“ Woman’s  Outlook,”  and  the  “ Producer.” 
Support  for  the  Co-operative  Press. 

The  question  of  investing  a further  £500 
in  the  shares  of  the  National  Publishing 
Society  was  introduced  by  Mr.  J.  Smith 
(president).  These  shares,  he  informed 
them,  would  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  5 
per  cent.  Over  two  years  ago  the  directors 
of  the  Publishing  Society  sent  out  an  ap- 
peal for  £100.000,  and  up  to  the  present 
about  £50,000  of  this  had  been  sulx  ttiIv.hI  ; 
but  before  a daily  paper  could  be  thought 
of,  a great  deal  more  capital  would  be  re- 
quired. The  Leeds  Society  at  the  present 
time  held  shares  to  the  value  of  £G60,  and 
when  they  looked  at  the  importance  of  the 
society,  with  its  great  influence,  the  direc- 
tors did  not  consider  that  their  share  hold- 
ing was  sufficient,  and  he  moved: — “That 
we  invest  a further  £500  in  the  shares  of 
the  National-Co-operative  Publishing  Society 
at  5 per  cent.” 

The  resolution  was  carried  with  only  two 
votes  against. 


BESWICK  “ SMOKER." 


The  third  of  the  smoking  concerts 
arranged  by  the  educational  committee  of 
the  Beswick  Society  was  held  in  the  Society’s 
Hall,  Rowsley-street,  on  Thursday,  Novem- 
ber 2nd,  and,  as  usual,  the  accommodation 
was  taxed  to  its  limit-.  The  chairman  was 
Mr,  W.  Walker  (member  of  the  general  and 
education^  committees).  A splendid 
musical  programme  was  given  by  Mr.  E. 
Spafford's  concert  party. 

The  Rev.  R.  W.  Cummings  was  the  ap- 
pointed speaker,  and  lie  appealed  to  the 
workers  to  think  for  themselves,  and  not 
depend  so  much  on  the  press  of  the  country, 
a3  in  most  cases  this  was  prepared  by  the 
capitalist  to  sway  the  public  and  to  suit 
their  own  desires.  In  pointing  out  how  the 
victims  of  class  ownership  were  conserving 
the  very  system  that  was  enslaving  them- 
selves, as  shown  particularly  during  the  past 
day  or  two,  he  suggested  a united  effort  of 
the  workers  to  overthrow  the  system  of  class 
ownership  nnd  bring  about  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth. 


Municipal  Elections. — We  have  received 
a good  number  of  reports  giving  the  results 
of  the  municipal  elections  from  a co-opera- 
tive point  of  view,  but  we  have  had  to  hold 
them  over  this  week.  Any  further  reports 
on  these  elections  should  be  to  hand  first 
post  Tuesday. 


TIIE  Committee  of  tlio  Stockport  Smallwares  Co- 
operative Productive  Society  Ltd.,  of  17,  Middle 
TIillgate,  Stockport,  desire  to  thank  oil  applicants  for 
position  of  TRAVELLER,  and  to  state  that  Hr.  HownrUi 
(of  Higher  Cmmpsall)  lias  been  appointed,  and  i.%  now 
calling  upon  Booiettea  In  the  Manchester  (O.W.S.)  area 
and  northern  county  societies. 


NATIONAL  PUBLISHING 
SOCIETY. 

TRIBUTE  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 


In-  recognition 
of  his  twenty- 
five  years’  ser- 
vice to  the  co- 
operative press 
as  director  of 
the  Co-operative 
Newspaper  So- 
ciety and  as  pre- 
sident of  the 
National  C o - 
operative  Pub- 
lishing Society, 
Mr.  George 
Brownbill  was, 
o n Saturday 
last,  presented 
with  his  por- 
trait. 

The  presenta- 
tion took  place 
at  a meeting  of 
the  -joint  sub- 
committee o f 
the  board  of  the  society  in  Manchester. 

Mr.  Janies  Bayne  (vice-presidentn>f  the 
hoard),  in  making  the  presentation,  referred 
in  grnceful  terms  to  the  valuable  services 
rendered  by  Air.  Brownbill  during  his  period 
of  chairmanship  and  during  the  longer 
period  when  he  sat  as  a director  under  four 
successive  presidents.  He  spoke  of  the  diffi- 
culties that  had  to  be  overcome,  especially 
during  the  period  of  negotiations  between 
the  two  Newspaper  Societies  which  cul- 
minated in  the  amalgamation.  For  the  suc- 
cess that  had  attended  the  society,  much  of 
the  credit  wus  due  to  Mr.  Brownbill.  Air. 
Brownbill,  he  said,  had  an  extensive  vocabu- 
lary, a fluent  speech,  a “ nice  way  of  doing 
things,”  and  he  brought,  at  the  same  time, 
a practical  mind  to  his  duties.  His  col- 
leagues had  sat  with  him  with  great  plea- 
sure, and,  in  wishing  that  Air.  Brownbill 
might  be  long  spared,  lie  asked  him  to  accept 
lus  portrait  in  recognition  of  his  efforts  and 
in  token  of  the  general  esteem  in  which  lie 
is  held  by  the  whole  of  his  colleagues. 
(Applause.) 

Air.  Brownbill  assured  Mr.  Bayne  and  his 
colleagues  that  lie  looked  back  with  deep 
leas  lire  upon  the  years  in  which  lie  had 
een  connected  with  the  Newspaper  Society 
and  the  National  Publishing  Society.  The 
portrait  would  remind  him  of  happy  associa- 
tions with  the  directors  of  both  societies, 
and  Ills  children  would  cherish  affectionate 
recollections  of  that  tribute  which  his 
colleagues  had  paid  to  him. 

The  portrait,  of  which  we  reproduce  the 
chief  features  in  miniature,  was  executed  in 
duplicate  by  Air.  Schmidt,  yietbria-street, 
Alunchester. 


E.  O.  GREENING  APPEAL. 

The  fund  subscribed  six  years  ago  for 
Air.  E.  0.  Greening,  who  is  now  eighty-six 
years  old,  is  exhausted,  and  the  Co-t pern- 
live  Union  are  making  a special  appeal  to 
societies  to  form  arothor  fund,  in  order  that 
the  G.O.AI.  of  the  movement  shall  not 
suffer  want  during  the  later  years  of  his  life. 
Despite  his  advanced  age,  Air.  Greening  is 
still  an  active  propagandist  and  worker  on 
behalf  of  co-operation.  His  voice  aud  pen 
are  always  at  the  service  of  the  movement, 
and  his  energy  and  enthusiasm  for  tb? 
cause  do  not  decline  as  his  years  increase. 
In  the  last  three  years  he  lias  attended  eight 
congresses,  thirty-five  conf-Arences,  eight v- 
five  public  meetings,  one-hundred-.iJid-tiiree 
committee  meetings,  thirty-two  week-end 
and  summer  schools,  and  innumerable  other 
gatherings  of  a co-operative  character. 


W.E.A.  CONVENTION. 

Other  matters  crowded  out  a reference 
to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Workers’ 
Educational  Association  last  week,  hut  no 
one,  we  feel  sure,  will  take  that  as  au 
indication  that  our  interest  in  the  associa- 
tion is  on  the  wane.  It  has  never  been 
greater.  The  co-operative  movement  was 
a big  factor  in  the  birth  of  the  W.E.A., 
and  its  component  parts,  societies,  educa- 
tional committees,  guilds,  &c.,  have 
remained  amongst  its  warmest  supporters. 
It  was  not  surprising,  therefore,  to  find  a 
large  number  of  co-operators  at  the  con- 
vention, including  representatives  from 
the  Central  Education  Committee  of  the 
Union.  Bishop  Temple,  the  great  stalwart 
of  the  association,  gave  the  presidential 
address,  nnd  pleaded  for  a profound  modi- 
fication in  the  structure  of  society.  Another 
of  the  principal  speakers — Air.  Arthur 
Pugh  (secretary  of  the  Iron  and  Steel 
Trades  Confederation) — in  introducing  a 
discussion  upon  the  work  and  aims  of  the 
Workers’  Educational  Trade  Union  Com- 
mittee, made  reference  to  educational 
developments  in  the  co-operntive  move- 
ment from  the  time  of  the  Rochdale 
Pioneers.  


Posters  now  adorn  the  Derby  Society’s 
vehicles  to  the  following  effect: — “ Co- 
operation, the  one  nnd  only  hope  of  a dis- 
tracted world.” — Lord  Robert  Cecil. 


ANOTHER  “PRIVILEGE” 
STUNT. 

ACCOUNTANTS  AND  CO-OPERATIVE 
AUDITORS. 

THE  REASONS  FOR  NEW 
RULES. 

At  the  autumn  conference  of  the  Tncor- 
porated  Accountants,  the  president  (Sir 
James  Alartin)  referred  to  the  auditing  of 
co-operative  accounts,  and  incidentally  be- 
trayed the  reason  for  the  Government's  new 
regulations  which  are  calculated  to  render 
abortive  the  auditors’  training  classes  of 
the  Co-operative  Union. 

He  declared  that  “ the  movement  was  not 
content  with  its  trading  operations,  but 
claimed  to  train  and  qualify  auditors  under 
the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 
Acts.” 

It  lias  only  recently  dawned  upon  the  In- 
corporated Accountants  that  the  auditing  of 
co-operative  accounts  is  a busine-ss  worth 
having,  and  they  are  anxious  to  get  it.  They 
have  the  same  objection  to  co-operative 
auditors  as  the  private  trader  has  to 
co-operative  stores. 

Sir  James  went  on  to  say  that  “ an  agita- 
tion was  being  carried  on  against  the  Trea- 
sury because  the  Treasury  insisted  upon  a 
recognised  professional  qualification  beir^, 
obtained  by  all  persons  claiming  to  be  plaoc/1 
upon  the  list  of  public  auditors.”  There  is 
no  agitation  of  the  kind  being  carried  on 
by  the  co-operative  movement.  AVhat  it  is 
agitating  against  is  the  attempt  to  regard 
two  societies  or  Institutes  of  Accountants 
as  the  only  competent  judges  of  the  capacity 
of  auditors.  There  are  other  societies  of 
accountants  as  reputable  and  as  reliable  as 
these  two,  and  co-operators  object  to  the 
creating  of  more  privileged  bodies.  The 
Co-operative  Union  has  expressed  its  readi- 
ness to  make  its  future  auditors  conform  to 
any  Government  standard  of  fitness  that 
may  lie  required;  but  it  objects  to  any  pri- 
vate association  being  allowed  to  set  up  its 


own  standard  as  the  standard  of  wisdom 
for  the  universe. 

“ The  co-operative  societies,”  added  Sir 
James,  “ claimed  to  be  relieved  from  taxes 
imposed  on  trading  profits,  and  at  the  same 
lime  claimed  exemption  from  an  independent 

audit  of  a qualified  auditor  in  favour  of  an 
examination  of  their  accounts  by  men  of 
their  own  training  and  from  their  own  ranks. 
It  was  a claim  to  privilege  set  up  by  no 
other  body  nnd  it  was  in  the  public  interest 
that  qualified  auditors  should  examine  into 
the  working  of  co-operative  societies, 
because  the  State  was  entitled  to  know  how 
much  business  they  did  with  their  own  mem- 
bers and  how  much  they  transacted  with  the 
general  public.” 

The  Incorporated  Accountants  are  no 
more  troubled  about  the  rights  of  the  State 
in  this  matter  than  they  are  about  the  wel- 
fare of  the  co-operative  societies.  They  are 
concerned  about  the  fees  they  can  keep 
within  their  own  narrow  circle.  The  “ pro- 
fessional qualification  ” they  insist  upon  as 
boing  necessary  has  proved  ns  uncertain  as 
nnvthing  human  is.  The  signature  of  a 
balance  sheet  by  a co-operatively-trained 
auditor  who  has  gone  over  the  accounts  is 
every  bit  as  assuring  to  the  members  of  the 
society  a9  a signature  of  an  accountant 
whoso  junior  clerks  have  done  the  work. 

Sir  James  is  wrong  again  when  lie  says 
co-operative  societies  qlaim  to  be  relieved 
from  taxes  upon  trading  profits.  They  claim 
to  be  relieved  from  profit  taxes  upon  funds 
that  are  not  “ profits,”  and  they  resist  the 
imposition  of  income  tax  upon  what  is  not 
income. 

The  Government  has  all  the  information 
it  wants  ns  to  the  amount  of  trade  done  with 
non-members  of  the  societies.  The  new 
regulations  were  not  designed  to  protect  the 
members  of  the  societies;  they  were  de- 
signed, no  doubt,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Incorporated  Accountants,  to  add  to  the 
emoluments  of  a privileged  class. 


Two  artists  of  well-known  ability  write 
of  the  “ Alillgate  Monthly”  as  “your  in- 
teresting magazine^  the  high  tone  of  which 
wo  greatly  appreciate.” 
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GAINING  STRENGTH. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY’S  FIGHT  AT  SOUTH-EAST  HAM  AND 
NORTH  TOTTENHAM. 


PUBLIC  SERVICE  OR  FOOTBALL  KNOWLEDGE? 


MEAT  SOLD  ON  SLAG 

HEAPS. 

PROTEST  TO  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH. 

BUTCHERS’  ASSOCIATION  AT 
LEIGH. 

The  members  of  the  Co-operative  Butchers’ 
Retail  Association  spent  a busy  afternoon  at 
Leigh  last  Saturday  in  considering  the  many 
problems  of  the  butchering  business  which  aro 
prominent  at  present.  Previous  to  the  meet- 
ing the  Leigh  Society’s  slaughter-houses,  which 
the  chairman  (Mr.  T.  Walsh)  described  as  the 
best  he  had  seen,  were  inspected. 

There  were  several  comments  on  the  system 
of  meat  inspection  now  in  operation.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  meat  could  be  passed  in 
Stafford  as  fit  for  human  consumption  and  when 
taken  to  Manchester  condemned.  The  whole 
cost  of  the  carcass  then  fell  on  the  man 
who  had  bought  it,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  purchaso  had  been  made  in  all  good 
faith.  A system  of  national  inspection,  under 
the  control  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  was 
recommended  as  the  best  means  of  removing 
these  anomolies,  and  a resolution  was  adopted 
later  in  the  meeting. 

The  efforts  of  tno  association  to  get  the 
C.W.S.  to  conduct  a dead  meat  business  in 
Salford  had  not  borne  fruit,  although  the 
opinion  voiced  by  one  delegate  that  all  the 
societies  were  anxious  to  do  business  with  the 
C.W.S.,  if  they  would  provide  a market  in  the 
vicinity,  met  with  almost  unanimous  approval 

Humane  Killers. 

At  a previous  meeting  an  address  had  been 
given  by  Mr.  R.  O.  P.  Faddison  (N.S.P.C.A.) 
on  “ Humane  Slaughtering,”  at  which  humane 
killers  were  explained. 

A general  discussion  on  this  question  took 
place,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  pole-axe,  in  the  hands  of  an  expert, 
was  just  as  efficacious  as  the  humane  killers, 
which  really  only  stunned  the  animals,  just  os 
the  pole-axe  did.  In  addition,  there  was 
danger  to  the  users  in  the  humane  killers,  and 
several  persons  had  been  killed  by  them. 

Eventually  a resolution  was  adopted  in  these 
terms : “ In  view  of  the  many  conflicting 

statements  in  reference  to  the  use  of  the 
'mechanical  killer’  on  beasts,  sheep,  and  pigs, 
this  conference  calls  upon  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  set  up  a Departmental  Committee 
to  consider  the  whole  question,  having  duo 
regard  to  the  effect  of  such  instrument  on  the 
keeping  qualities  of  the  meat  and  safety  of  tfie 
user  of  such  instrument.” 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  Hughes)  reported  that 
the  position  in  regard  to  the  Canadian  cattle 
embargo  was  very  satisfactory,  inasmuch  as 
the  Canadian  authorities  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  had  agreed  upon  certain  conditions 
regarding  the  importation  of  Canadian  cattle 
into  this  country.  He  however,  moved  a reso- 
lution appealing  to  the  Government  to  intro- 
duce an  amendment  to  the  Diseases  of  Animals 
Act,  1896,  so  as  to  allow  free  importation. 

Mr.  VValch  (Prestwich)  seconded,  and  sug- 
gested that  the  opinion  of  Parliamentary 
candidates  should  be  sought  on  the  question. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  questionnaire 
issued  by  the  Co-operative  Party  included  this 
question,  and  the  resolution  was  approved. 

Meat*  Inspection. 

Another  resolution  moved  by  the  Secretary, 
and  approved,  was  to  the  effect  “ That  this 
conference  agrees  with  the  main  provisions  of 
the  Meat  Inspection’s  Report,  but  regrets  that 
slaughtering  on  licensed  premises  has  not  been 
made  compulsory.  It  also  believes  that  meat 
inspection  should  be  national  in  character  and 
controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  so  as  to 
secure  uniformity  of  inspection,  and  that  the 
abolition  of  meat  stalls  on  slag  heaps,  tips,  and 
open  spaces  is  a necessary  corollary  to  the 
covering  up  of  meat  during  transit  through  the 
streets.” 

It  was  pointed  out  that  meat  was  now  being 
sold  on  open  stalls  in  places  that  had  been 
refuse  tips,  and  therefore  open-to  all  kinds  of 
infection. 

Mr.  S.  R.  Churchill  (Messrs.  J.  E.  Halls 
Ltd.)  then  gave  an  instructive,  though  rather 
technical,  address  on  “ Modern  Methods  of 
Refrigeration.”  It  was  decided  to  hold  the 
next  meeting  of  the  association  at  Pendleton, 
and  that  Mr.  Churchill  should  attend  to  explain 
on  the  spot  the  refrigerating  installation 
supplied  to  the  Pendleton  Society  by  his  firm. 


WINNINGTON  SOCIETY’S 

NEW  MANAGER. 

The  new  manager  of  the  Wilmington  and 
North  wich  Society  is„Mr.  Fred  Preece 
(Honley,  near  Huddersfield),  and  he  entered 
upon  his  duties  this  week.  Before  going  to 
Honley,  where  he  has  been  for  two  years, 
Mr.  Preece  was  with  the  Bradford  Society 
for  twenty-four  years.  iHis  sympathies 
with  the  C.W.S.  arc  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  90  per  cent,  of  the  Honley  Society’s 
grocery  supplies  came  from  Balloon-street. 
His  successor  is  Mr.  A.  Winponny  (branch 
manager).  


A housing  estate  is  being  developed  at 
South  Kirkby,  and  the  Barnsley  Society 
is  early  in'  the  field  with  a branch  store.  The 
shop  is  not  yet  in  existence,  but  the  founda- 
tion-stone was  laid  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Wroe  lone 
of  the  society’s  vice-presidents),  on  Thurs- 
day November  2nd.  When  opened  the  shop 
wdl  bo  the  seven ty-hixth  devotod  to  the 
®ale  of  grocery  and  provisions. 


The  chances  of  Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison, t he 
Co-operative  Party  candidate  at  North  Totten- 
ham. have  been  immensely  improved  by  tho 
split  which  has  taken  place  in  the  Tory  ranks. 
Mr.  Roberts,  the  Conservative  candidate, 
finds  a rival  in  tho  field  in  the  person  of  Mi'. 
Bartle,  who  stands  as  an  Independent  Con- 
servative. This  splitting  of  the  Tory  vote 
should  be  an  advantage  to  Mr.  Morrison. 
There  is  a fourth  candidate  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  C.  Baker,  who  is  standing  as  a National 
Liberal.  When  politicians  fall  out  co-opera- 
tors are  likely  to  achievo  a victory.  The  late 
member  is  not  seeking  re-election. 

Mr.  Roberts  is  the  chairman  of  the  Hotspur 
Football  Club,  for  which  Tottenham  is  famous, 
and  a bold  bid  is  being  made  for  the  support 
of  the  many  followers  of  tho  game  in  tho 
division.  There  is  a large  proportion  of  the 
electorate,  however,  who  will  prefer  a candi- 
date whose  claims  are  based  on  public  service 
rather  than  on  his  knowledge  of  sport.  In 
Mr.  Morrison  they  have  a candidate  who  has 
already  demonstrated  his  experience  and 
capacity  as  a County  Councillor  and  as  a 
member  of  the  London  Co-operative  Society’s 
management  committee.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  his  good  services  for  the  cause  of 
an  efficient  educational  system,  in  which 
subject  he  has  expert  knowledge. 

Opponents’  Nebulous  Negations. 

Mr.  Morrison  has  the  advantage  of  having 
been  before  the  electors  for  many  months, 
so  that  the  electors  are  familiar  with  his  views. 
At  his  meetings  he  has  devoted  his  attention 
to  the  Co-operative  Party’s  constructive 
programme.  In  this  way  he  has  offered  a 
strong  contrast  to  the  attitude  of  his  opponents, 
whose  utterances  are  usually  full  of  nebulous 
negations  and  weak  platitudes.  Whilst  seek- 
ing to  raise  a bogey  against  all  forward  policies 
they  fail  to  furnish  any  practical  alternatives 
to  the  sound  policy  outlined  by  Mr.  Morrison. 
The  opposition  have  no  cause  to  complain  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  Co-operative  candi- 
date is  waging  the  fight.  He  is  courteous  and 
considerate  to  his  opponents,  and  very  pains- 
taking in  the  methods  adopted  in  stating  his 
case.  Mr.  Morrison  is  an  ardent  believer  in  the 
principles  he  advocates.  On  these  he  is  relying 
for  victory,  declining  to  adopt  any  questionable 
methods  which  are  sometimes  regarded  as 
clever  electioneering.  He  is  putting  up  a 
clean,  straight  fight,  which  is  gaining  for  him 
widespread  approval. 

The  meetings  which  have  been  held  in  tho 
division  have  been  well  attended,  and  the 
utmost  enthusiasm  has  prevailed.  . There  is 
an  increasing  interest  being  displayed  in  the 
vital  questions  of  the  hour,  particularly  as 
regards  unemployment.  The  electors  learnt 
a lesson  in  1918  ; they  are  not  likely  on  this 
occasion  to  be  led  away  by  the  specious 
slogans  which  have  hitherto  served  their 
purpose. 

Electors  are  beginning  to  see  that  the 

only  hope  for  social  betterment  is  to  be 

obtained  from  the  definite  policy  of  the 

Co-operative  Party. 

A policy  of  tranquillity  and  repose  will  increase 
our  present-day  troubles. 

Of  course,  good  meetings  arc  not  the  only 
factors  in  a successful  electoral  campaign.  This 
is  recognised  by  Mr.  Morrison  and  his  sup- 
porters. A systematic  canvass  is  being  con- 
ducted, and  a plentiful  supply  of  literature 
distributed.  t Tho  women  will,  of  course,  play 
an  important  part  in  tho  election,  and  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  reach  them.  The 
various  guilds  in  the  area  are  taking  part  in 
the  contest. 

Bright  Prospects. 

Although  prospects  are  bright,  Mr.  Morrison 
is  leaving  nothing  to  chance.  Further  help 
will  be  welcomed  at  tho  committee-rooms, 
particularly  on  the  day  of  the  poll.  There 
should  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  tho  assis- 
tance required,  as  it  will  bo  possible  for  co- 
operative workers  to  concentrate  on  North 
Tottenham  and  South-East  Ham.  In  each 
division  co-operators  have  candidates  worth 
fighting  for.  Mr.  Geo.  Ellis,  22,  Cissbury- 
road,  St.  Anne’s-road,  South  Tottenham,  is  in 
charge  of  the  arrangements. 

Miss  H.  Enfield  (general  secretary  of 
the  Women’s  Gnild)'  hns  forwarded  this 
letter  to  Mr.  Morrison: — “On  behalf  of 
52,000  women  members  I am  instructed 
to.  write  and  wish  you  every  success.  The 
women'  of  North  Tottenham  have  a splendid 
opportunity  of  returning  to  Parliament 


one  who  can  always  be  depended  upon  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  women  and 
children.” 

On  Mr.  Morrison’s  behalf  twice  as  many 
nomination  papers  were  handed  in  than 
for  the  other  candidates.  One  paper  was 
filled  up  by  women,  and  others  by  the 
Tottenham  Liberal  and  Radical  Club,  ex- 
service  men,  and  by  the  North  Tottenham 
Labour  Party  executive.  Workers  from 
districts  where  there  are  only  Liberal  and 
Tory  candidates  will  be  welcomed  on 
polling-day. 

The  central  committee  rooms  are  at  7, 
Bruce  Grove,  one  minute  from  the  Bruce 
Grove  station  on  the  Great  Eastern  line. 

DEFINITE  PROGRAMME. 

MR.  BARNES’  ADVANTAGE  AT 
SOUTH-EAST  HAM. 

At  a very  enthusiastic  meeting  on  Saturday, 
Mr.  Alfred  Barnes  was  formally  adopted  as 
Co-operative  candidate  for  the  South-East 
Ham  Division.  Mr.  Clem  Edwards  is  seeking 
re-election  as  a Lioyd  George  Liberal,  and 
to  cause  a split  in  the  ranks  Mr.  Smallwood 
has  been  nominated  as  an  Asquithian  Liberal. 
The  electors  are  not  likely  to  be  con- 
cerned in  this  straw-splitting  between 
rival  Liberals.  They  will  prefer  to 
support  a candidate  who  has  a definite 
programme,  and  who  is  not  hedged 
around  with  the  pure  negation  of  party 
bickering. 

The  Central  Committee  room  at  139,  High- 
street  North,  East  Ham,  where  Alderman 
T.  M.  M’Giff  is  in  charge  as  election  agent, 
has  been  a scene  of  ceaseless  activity.  The 
room  has  been  packed  with  willing  workers, 
particularly  from  the  guilds  and  others  con- 
nected with  the  co-operative  movement. 
Large  and  enthusiastic  audiences  have 
attended  the  meetings.  Dr.  Marion  Phillips 
addressed  a mass  meeting  of  women  in  the 
Town  hall  last  week,  when  vote3  of  confidence 
were  passed  in  the  candidatures  of  Mr.  Barnes 
and  in  Miss  Susan  Lawrence,  who  is  contesting 
North-East  Ham. 

There  was  a crowded  attendance  at  a meet- 
ing at  the  Town  Hall  addressed  by  Mr.  Geo. 
Lansbury,  who,  in  a forcible  indictment  of 
the  present  system,  showed  the  complete 
failure  of  capitalism,  stating  that  the  only  hope 
of  the  world  was  co-operation  with  which 
Mr.  Barnes  was  well  acquainted. 

Mr.  Barnes'  Address. 

In  his  addresses,  Mr.  Barnes  is  keeping  to 
the  fore  the  question  of  unemployment,  which 
is  acute  in  this  part  of  the  Metropolis.  In  one 
of  his  speeches  he  stated : “ Tho  greatest 
condemnation  of  the  Tory  and  Liberal  Parties 
lies  in  the  fact  that  for  the  third  winter  in 
succession  between  one  and  two  million  able- 
bodied  citizens  Jiave  been  allowed  to  live  in  a 
state  of  despair.”  Mr.  Barne3  added  that 
he  was  not  going  to  be  on  the  defensive  in 
this  fight,  but  that 

he  intended  to  make  the  unemployment 
question  the  first  and  central  feature  of 
his  oampaign. 

A b.:g  list  of  meetings  has  been  arranged. 
Tho  constructive  programme  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  is  being  carried  into  every  part 
of  the  division.  A special  meeting  for  women 
was  arranged  to  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
the  chief  speakers  announced  being  Miss  H. 
Enfield  (general  secretary,  Women’s  Guild), 
Mis.  E.  M.  Christie  (Co-operative  Part}*), 
and  Councillor  Sister  Kerrison.  A formidable 
array  of  speakers  has  been  secured  for  the 
evening  meetings.  Sir  Thomas  Allen  (C.W.S.) 
was  announced  to  speak  at  a meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening. 

Work  for  Women. 

Miss  Enfield  has  issued  a circular  to  the 
Women’s  Guilds,  in  which  she  states : ‘‘I 
am  sure  that  all  tho  guilds  will  want  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  help  our  co- 
operative candidate,  and  I would  ask  you  to 
consider  very  carefully  at  your  next  branch 
meeting  what  help  you  can  give  to  Mr.  Barnes 
who  is  standing  for  South-East  Ham.  . . . 

The  Co-operative  Party  is  tho  women’s  party, 
and  it  is  for  guildswomen  to  sco  to  it  that 
every  Co-operative  candidate  is  returned.” 
Alderman  M’Giff  has  also  sent  a letter  to  the 
guilds,  in  whioh  he  states : “ We  hope  that 
tho  guilds  will  rally  and  give  entire  support 
[Continued  at  foot  of  next  oolumn.] 


COLLECTIVE  CAPITAL 

VIEWS  OF  CALNE  CONFERENCE 

DELEGATES  ADVOCATE 
DEPRECIATION. 

Mb.  G.  Riddle's  Congress  paper  formed  the  sub'** 
for  discussion  at  tho  conference  of  the  Wilts  ™ 
Dorset  District  Association,  which  was  held 
(Wills)  on  Saturday.  Considering  the  distance  iJ? 
of  (lie  delegates  travelled,  the  attendance  was  belt? 
than  -was  anticipated.  Mr.  J.  Adlatn  (cliairman  0|  a 
executive)  presided,  and  Mr.  E.  King  (sectional  bJ^ 
read  Mr.  Riddle’s  paper. 

Mr.  Gooding  (Salisbury)  inquired  whether  it 
proposed  to  lake  from  dividends  to  make  up  ik, 
capital  redemption  fund. 

Mr.  Cox  (Devizes/  thought  they  already  had  a cupjuj 
redemption  fund  in  their  heavily  depr«-i»w 
property. 

Mr.  I*arken  (executive)  wanted  to  Elabilije  th8 
capital  now  in  use.  Societies  should  own  the  proper 
(hey  used,  or  Uieir  trade  would  be  in  danger  e| 
disturbance. 

Mr.  Prynne  (secretary)  urged  lliat  withdrawable  c«|. 
taf  was  preferublo  to  transferable.  lie  was  agaim 
any  new  form  of  collectively-owned  capital  as  unntet,. 
nary  and  dangerous.  It  was  difficult  now  to  persuad, 
the  ordinary  member  to  agree  to  build  up  large  re- 
serves  and  depreciation  funds.  If  (here  were  a large 
amount  of  collective  capital  shown  on  a balance  sheet 
the  members  would  liquidate. 

Mr.  Moon  (executive)  thought  tliat  depreciation  vM 
sufficient,  and  he  disagreed  with  tho  new  proposals, 

Mr.  Stunner  advocated  transferable  shares,  e«  u,s 
society  with  all  withdrawable  capital  was  in  a dan- 
gerous position.  He  thought  the  reserve  lund  the 
beat  inode- oi  holding  collective  capital. 

Mrs.  Gibb  (Chippenham)  deplored  (he  fact  that 
(hero  were  very  few  real  co-opera(or<.  Member* 
wanted  their  dividends  in  such  bad  times  as  now. 
She  thought  members  who  criticised,  but  did  not  give 
their  trade,  should  be  paid  out. 

Mr.  King  replied  tb  the  discussion. 

The  Secretary,  Messrs.  Shinner,  Dunning,  and  Adlam 
gave  a rbsunib  of  work  done  at  Lyme  Regis  where 
a society  is  in  process  of  formation.  Mr.  Gooding 
proposed  and  Mr.  E.  Leaves  seconded,  "That  the 
Southern  Sectional  Board  bo  requested  to  expedite 
tlie  registration  of  tliis  society.”  The  resolution  waj 
carried  unanimously;  and  Mr.  King  promised  to  convey 
the  decision  of  the  conference  to  the  board. 


PARENTS'  PROTEST  MEETING- 


FALSE  ECONOMIES  IN  EDUCATION. 


A public  meeting,  organised  by  the 
education.nl  committee  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Co-operative  Society  and  the  Woolwich 
branch  of  the  National  Union,  of  Women 
Teachers,  was  held  at  the  Co- operative 
Institute,  Parson’s  Hill,  Woolwich,  on 
Thursday,  November  2nd.  Mr.  J.  Dickin- 
son (education  committee  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society)  was  the  chairman. 

Miss  L.  L.  Kipps,  B.A.  (headmistress  of 
Bloomfield-road  Girls’  School)  spoke  of 
recent  economies  as  they  affected  the  senior, 
central,  and  secondary  schools. 


Support  the 

“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS,” 

and  bring  nearer  the 
Co-operative  Daily. 


Mr.  J.  Reeves  (secretary  of  tiie  H.A.C.S. 
educational  committee)  compared  tho 
amounts  spent  by  England  on  armaments 
and  education.  He  also  spoke  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  our  secondary  education  and  com- 
pared it  to  that  of  America.  { . 

Miss  Agnes  Dawson  (ex-president  o.  the 
N.U.W.T.)  showed  the  necessity  for  e®: 
operation  between  parents  and  teachers  >j 
they  were  to  have  a sound  educational 
system.  The  introduction  of  unqualified 
persons  to  teach  the  workers’  children 
should  never  be  allowed,  it  was  no  economy > 
as  much  money  spent  by  the  public  on 
training  of  teachers  was  now  being  waited, 
owing  to  unemployment.  , 

A resolution  was  carried  unanimously 
protesting  against  false  economy  in  educa- 
tional expenditure  and  demanding  ihat  t« 
1918  Education  Act  should  be  put  into  force. 

The  outcome  of  the  meeting  was  t 
formation  of  a parents’  committee. 


Mr.  A.  Ginns,  a well-known  member 
e Royal  Arsenal  Society,  bns 
seted  a Labour  member  of  the  Moolw 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

on  polling  day.  On  that  day  we  shall  get  in*° 
touch  with  all  the  women  in  the  constituency 
urging  them  to  vote.  A large  band  of  he  pe 
will  be  required.”  On  Saturday,  the  H t 1,18  ^ 
tho  guilds  are  invited  to  take  part  with  t c 
banners  in  a parade  of  the  constituency 
women  and  children.  The  address  0 
Central  Committee-room  is  139.  Higb-s 
North,  East  Ham — near  East  Ham  Static 

[Other  details  concerning  the  election  * 
bo  found  on  pages  4 and  5.J 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Chapter  XI. 

the  world  ever  discovered  about 
, ,t  Stellar  Towers  was- the  tact  that 
tfcOldrovd  had  eloped  with  Lord  Kippjt. 
f^nci'lent  had  much  the  same  effect-  as  the 
k1"  ,,  of  something  heavy  through  the 
S surface  of  a pond.  A loud  splash, 

rr  . j 1...  cnrmniT  WJ1YO 


tailed  off  into  ripples, 


nd  finally 

hod  leaving  the  waters  smooth.  Those 
“ , I forward  to  a -second  and  more 
eating  splash  of  mud  in  the  Divorce 


. o 


n we.f  disappointed.  Sir  \\  dliaiu  not 
-rod  the  event,  he  carried  the  air  <A 
juddenlv  relieved  of  a heavy  burden. 
Within  a week  of  lus  wife’s  deputiue  a 
ns*  Indy  arrived  at  The  Towers.  Miss 
rf Struthers.  whom  he  introduced  as  Ins 
i"  Those  who  saw  her  said  she  was 
_.iv  a„d  possessed  charming  manners. 
Ln’tlie  servants  spoke  of  her  with 
“JgJnsiasm.  and  willingly  helped  her  to  hold 
* reins  of  domestic  centre  1 
On,  tliinc  « mkn  . W »d,eyt 
„ marked  effect-  upon  Mr  W illiam.  He 
home  early  from  business,  and  seemed 
than  content  to  spend  his  evenings  m 
„ company.  In  this  way,  hit  by  hit,  she 
-mi  his  history.  It  amused  her;  lie  ha  1 
Srfomied  miracles,  and  she  wondered  what 
t found  in  her  own  talk  to-  interest  hint, 
tat  it  did  so  was  evident  .and  as  the 
paths  went  by  the  bond-  between  them 
Miipned  until  they  were  almost 


HOW  MONEY  MAKES 
MONEY. 


POPULAR  C.W.S.  DEPOSIT 
NOTES. 


_~=  [From  the  Co-operative  Press  Agency.] 


FROM  MILL  TO  MANSION—  A FIT  - LAD  Y 
I ROMANCE  r TUB  COLONEL'S  SECRET . 6fC  — 


lowed  by  surging  w 

1°'"-  : , .if  ...4.-, 


ves  of  astonishment, 


Queued  until  they 

Jfliut  Sir  William  sav*  rtneWhechhed  was 
la  f;u  t that  this  lovely  gid,  so  frank  and 
naning  and  affectionate;  was-ihe  one  ]>  r-on 
u earth,  except  Tarrant, ; whosa  demeanour 
ptrards  him  was  not  .governed.  l\v  sell- 
ateresr.  She  would  l*av»:iboen*  lexactly  the 
sme  in  a cottage.  Her  gratitude  for  what 
• had  done  was  unbounded;  she  tried  to 
upress  it  bv  studying  Ins  moods  and  adapt-, 
herself  to  thorn,  and  with  such  success 
if  she  failed  to  poprf  oM  his  morning 
>,  or  help  him  into  his  coat,  he  left  home 
lo  hid  humour.  , . 

Behind  all  this  satisfaction-  there  lurked 
disturbing  fact,  known  only  to  himself, 
was  lux  daughter,  and  lie  could  not 
lowledge  it  wit-bout  putting  her  under 
harrow  of  social  ostracism . Studying 
closely,  he  knew'  that  if  she  learned  the 
rath  she  would  proclaim  it  and  face  the 
consequences,  so  fearless  and  candid  was  her 
— so  strong  her  sense  of  justice.  There 
m > safe  way  out  of  the  difficulty.  He 
Prald  advise  her,  when  she  came  of  age,  to 
ke  his  name  by  legal  process,  thus  putting 
:bt  the  wrong  of  which  she  was 
Monsc-ious. 

As  she  grew  in  grace  and  knowledge,  he 
ui  to  have  ambition  for  her.  Some  day 
would  marry.  He  dreaded  the  very 
»ught,  but  for  one  with  her  beauty  it  was 
host  inevitable.  If  she  bore  his  name,  she 
*ight  choose  as  high  as  she  pleased.  There 
among  the  best  families  men  with 
i and  character  fit  to  match  with  her 
He  would  take  good  caro  that  she  did 
-•  tepeat  his  error. 

That  was  why  Mary  found  her  desire  for 
ide  and  freedom  undisturbed  by  visitors, 
domain  was  so  much  larger  than  the 
die  ha  1 left  that  it  seemed  ample.  Her 
“mob]  cares  and  her  guardian’s  company 
all  her  requirements.  She  could  do  us 
pleased.  Those  round  her  treated  her 
a queen.  It  was  new  und  delightful, 
lot  at  all  marred  by  the  fact  that  few 
.lie  saw,  and  still  fewer  knew  her. 

•'t  age  of  twenty  her  domestic  rospon- 
‘lities  sat  lightly.  She  had  inherited  the 
of  organisation  and  applied  it  to  nil 

Kint  that  left  her  much  leisure.  At  the 

l.  a tiny  building  just  inside  the  gates 
J®  pork,  dwelt  the  widow  of  a ga-rdeuer 
Gurry,  and  something  of  a character, 
often  went  there  to  have  a chat  and 
,Pof  tea  with  the  old  woman,  whose  out- 


!.n  comment**  and  opinions  amused  her 
• • Through  the  window  of  the  lodge 


lr|uld  observe  all  tliat  passed  on  the 
Ij- outside. 

day  she  saw  n woman  ride  by  on  n 
J.9-  It  was  the  time  when  low-built 
J,d€s  and  cushion  tyres  were  coming 
ogm  hut  it  was  the  finst-time  Mary 
I vn  a woman  pedalling.  This  one  rode 
•nd  gracefully,  gliding  along  at  a good 
■wulently  on  joying  it.  Mary  told  her 
"about  it,  and  confessed  a desire  to 


’ ' I 


judi  i 


a toy.  He  pursed  his  lips  and 
. at  i,or  attentively, 
bicycle.”  he  said  doubtfully 


ae  nr  two  women  on  (hem,  hut  they 
j*0.  fit  up  with  unpleasant  remarks.” 
•Well  m ^J10  fir8t  nmn  who  carried  an 
- 'a.  she  nnuicAiwl  11  Every  extra 


she  answered.  „ 

. "ho  rides  will  help  to  silence  tl'.o 
j I am  not  afraid.  I want  one  all 
I 


. -if.  . 

■ ; «ic 

K;  >■ 

■ - 


,y°re  now. 

fwi  have  guessed  that,”  he  said, 
k,  8b.aH  have  the  best  that’s  made.” 
bicyelp  arrived  a week  later,  and 
ttougli  ©he  rode  round  the  lawn  with 
P of  a groom  who  knew  all  about  it, 
jf'ff'lf  very  stiff  and  sore  before  she 
‘{.the  n-rt  of  balancing.  The  rest  was 
! rVi'  r‘V  on'sy-  but  two  months  elapsed 
ni„  sufficient  confidence  to  ven- 

i '■he  public  roads. 

/ '■peed  increased  and  she  became 
bhe  traffic,  she  went  farther  afield. 


Orice,  or  t>viee  men  of  bovine  intelligehce 
Shouted  after  her  .—but  it  Aims  nothing  like 
so  ;bad  as  'she  expected.  In  time  she  was 
able  to  ride  up  the  lung  incline  to  the  moors. 
The  lonely  loads,  the  keen  air,  the  .silence, 
the  ever-changing  colours  of  the  heather 
cave  her  a ©ensc  of  exhilaration  and  freedom. 
One  day  when  she  had  penetrated  further 
than  usual  into  tlie  solitude,  she  came  to  a 
long  slope  that  dipped  between  high  hanks. 
No  one  being  in  sight,  she  let  the  machine 
run  free  at  a slightly  increased  pace  and 
swung  round  a sharp  Lend  without  applying 
the  brake.  Then  «une  a crash.  She  knew 
-m  a confused  way  that  tilie  had  dubbed  into 
a man  who  was  pushing  a bicycle  across  t lie 
road  directly  m her  path.  The  next 
moment,  she  and  the  man  and  the  two 
machines  wore  scattered  on  the  road  in  a 
cloud  of  dust.  For  a few  seconds  she  lay 
dazed,  then  tried  to  scmmblo  to  her  feet, 
only  to  find  that  a pair  of  strong  hands  were 
lifting  her.  The  hands  belonged,  to  I ho 
victim,  a young  man  of  three-and-twonty 
she  guessed. 

“ Are  5'ou  hurt?-'  lie  inquired. 

“ Yes — rio — I don’t  think  so,”  she  gasped. 
‘‘I'm  dreadfully  sorry,  it — it  was  so 
sudden.” 

“You  had  better  sit  down,”  he  said. 
•“  Yoft-Tbck  a bit  shaken.” 

She  sank  on  the  bank,  while  he  went  and 
pit  keJ.ajxEthe  machines,  testing  each  in  turn, 
before  placing  them  against  the  slope. 

•’  OiteMnmp  glass  smashed  and  one  pedal 
b;ht 1 slightly,”  ho  announced,  coming  and 
eitttir*;  down  a couple  i f yards  away. 

He  was  a tall,  well-built,  good-looking  . 
young  fellow  with  a pleasant  voire,  and  he 
smacked  the  patches  of  dust  from  his  clothes 
in  deliberate  fashion. 

“ Your  head  is  cut,”  Mary  exclaimed  sud- 
denly. “It's  bloading.” 

He  fished  out  a hniidkarehief,  and  pressed 
it  to  a small  wound,  and  speaking  with  the 
utmost  gravity,  said,  “ That  cut  is  evidence 
of  intelligence.  I c uld  not  help  falling,  so 
I fell  on  a soft  spot.” 

Mary  straightened  the  Tam  o'  Shantec  she 
was  wearing,  not  knowing  whether  to  laugh 
or  1>9  Serious.  “ It  was  dreadfully  clumsy 
of  me,”  she  said.  “ I am  sorry.” 

‘‘Not  clumsy — reckless,”  lie  corrected. 

“ You  came  round  the  corner  without  ring- 
ing your  bell.  You  might  have  killed  me. 
Yoii  hit  my  funny  bone  instead.  It's  jump- 
ing like  a lien  on  hot  bricks.” 

There  was  a smile  on  his  lips  and  a twinkle 
in  ki6  eyes,  contrasting  oddly  with  his  gravo 
tones. 

“ Please,  sir,”  said  Mary  demurely. 

“ you  were  on  your  wrong  side.  I have  the 
law  on  mine.” 

He  laughed  delightedly,  looking  at  her 
with  frank  eyes  and  thinking  she  was  very 
lovely.  <l  Sure  you  are  not  hurt?”  he  asked 
suddenly. 

” Not  in  the  least,”  ©lie  declared.  “ Only 
shaken  a little  and  very  much  surprised,  hut 
it  might  have  been  serious  for  you.” 

“To  discuss  what  might  have  been,”  lie 
remarked,  “ is  a futile  waste  of  mental 
energy.  Don’t  you  think  so?” 

“No,”  she  answered.  “ AVhnt  might 
have  been  affords  scope  for  the  imagination. 
For  instance,  if  the  Romans  had  not  invaded 
England  and  built  tin's  road,  what  a differ- 
ence it  might  liavo  made  to  history.” 

“Fate  made  them  invade  England  and 
construct  this  road  so  that  we  might  meet 
upon  it,”  he  answered.  “ Fate  looks  a very 
long  way  ahead.” 

She  laughed  outright.  “That  is  the  last 
word  in  egotism,”  she  declared.  “ Hut  you 
have  not  explained  why  you  were  pushing 
your  bicycle  across  the  road.” 

“ I was  going  to  drag  it  to  the  top  «F  this 
bank  and  hide  it  in  a hollow  on  the  other 
side,”  he  answered.  “Then  I intended  to 
hunt  for  ferns.  It’s  a hobby  of  mine.  I’ve 
a collection  worth  looking  at.” 

“ Then  I am  detaining  you,”  she  said, 
rising. 

“ One  moment,”  he  said,  jumping  up  and 
taking  off  his  cap,  “you  a, re  covered  with 
clust.  It  is  illegal  to  annex  any  part  of  the 
public  highway.” 

He  used  his  cap  for  n brush.  She  would 
have  shrunk  from  such  a familiarity  in  must 
men,  but  lus  utter  lack  of  embarrassment 
showed  that  lie  only  desired  to  render  a 
service. 

“Thank  you,”  she  said,  when  he  had 
finished.  “ You  have  been  very  good  tem- 
pered about  it.  I hope  you  will  lie  rewarded 
by  finding  some  ferns.  N»w  I must  go.  It 
is  the  first  time  I lmv'e  ventured  so  far.” 

He  fetched  her  bicycle  and  hold  it  while 
she  mounted.  “ I am  going  towards 
Hensley,”  ho  said.  “ May  I accompany 
you  ?” 

“ What  about  your  ferns?’’  she  asked. 
“They  won't  run  away,”  ho  replied. 

She  looked  ahead.  They  were  very  close 
together,  and  she  knew  he  was  watching  her 
eagerly. 

“ Give  me  a start,”  she  said.  “Then — 

please  yourself.” 

He  ran  the  machine  up  the  slope  for 
twenty  yards,  displaying  no  little  strength, 
then  went  hack  for  his  own,  nnd  caught  her 
ns  she  reached  the  level.  Evidently  ho  was 
an  expert  riden,  for  lie  held  hi©  bar  with  one 


Most  of  those  who  are  members  of 
co-operative  societies  must  of  necessity 
look  for  the  most  accessible  and  serviceable 
forms  of  investing  tlieif  savings.  We  tIg 
not  know  anything  of  a more  accommo- 
dating character  than  the  means  afforded 
by  the  deposit  scheme  of  the  C.W.S.  Bank. 
We  do  not  say  this  without  a knowledge  of 
other  channels  in  which  money  could  be 
lodged.  Whilst  providing  this  opportunity, 
which  is  in  every  respect  attractive,  it 
enables  co-operators  to  promote  the 
business  interests  of  the  movement,  and 
increases  the  capital  strength  of  the  C.W.S. 

For  a short  time  now  there  has  been 


offered  to  the  people  and  sdcieties  a third 
series  of  Deposit  Notes  which  bear  a fixed 


Continued  at  foot  of  Hoxt  column. 


and  secure  interest,  whilst  the  depositor 
has  the  choice  of  withdrawing  the  amount, 
ova  portion  c'f  it,  on  giving  three  mouths’ 
notice  from  any  date.  Hence,  the  money 
is  always  reasonably  available  when  wanted, 
or  it  can  remain  and  enluiuce  its  own  value. 
C.W.S.  Deposit  Notes,  however,  are  parti- 
cularly suitable  to  cases  where  periodical 
repayments  are  not  required.  Full  interest 
is  available  only  when  the  principal  is 
withdrawn.  It  should  be  noted  that 
income  tax  is  not  deducted  at  the  source, 
a fact  which  makes  the  investment  tome-, 
nient  for  co-operators  who  are  not  liable 
to  taxation. 

What  is  the  rate  of  interest?  It 
increases  each  year  till  it  reaches. 4}  per 
cent.  At  this  rate  £5  becomes  C6  in  four 
years ; £50  becomes  £60 ; £100  becomes 
£120,  and  so  on.  If  you  wanted  to  put 
£1,000  away  with  the  C.WTS.  in  this  way, 
you’  would  draw  at  the  end  of  four  years 
£1,200.  This  is  the  way  money  makes 
money  for  you,  and  makes  working  capital 
for  C.W.S.  development.  If  you  withdraw 
your  deposit  within  a year  the  interest  is 
3$  per  rent.  If  left  for  one  complete  year, 
4 per  cent. ; two  years,  41  per  cent. ; three 
years.  4J  per  cent;  four  years,  43  per  cent. 
The  deposits  may  be  for  one  year  (or  less), 
or  for  two,  three,  or  four  years. 

The  Notes  have  been  specially  adapted 
to  small  investors,  who  should  make  it 
their  business  to  inquire  about  them  at 
the  offices  of  their  local  society.  There, 
forms  can  be  obtained,  and  when  filled  up 
will  be  despatched  to  the  C.W.S.  Bank. 
The  offer  has  already  met  with  good 
response,  and  it  commends  itself  as  an 
easy  and  a popular  source  of  investment. 
We  have  been  asked  specially  to  bring  it 
to  the  notice  of- the  movement  through  the 
columns  of  this  journal. 

It  may  be  added  that  the  C.W.S.  has 
now  extended  facilities  for  banking  by 
opening  a branch  at  Bristol  to  deal  with 
the  transactions  of  societies  conveniently 
in  touch  with  the  Broad  Quay  premises. 
This  makes  three  branches  (London  and 
Newcastle  being  the  o tilers),  besides  the 
headquarters  at  Manchester. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 


hand  nnd  twice  used  the  other  to  help  her 
un  steep  bits.  That  he  knew  the  moor  in- 
timately .was  dear.  He  pointed  out  places 
of  interest  and  told  their  history  in  a half- 
humorous  vein  that  was  both  amusing  and 
instructive.  She  wished,  however,  that  lie 
would  not  watch  her  so  intently.  It  gave 
her  no  chance  to  look  at  him.  As  they  ap- 
proached the  edge  of  the  moor,  she  said, 
“ I take  the  next  turning  to  the  light.  So 
if  you  are  going  on  to  Raneley  I will  say 
good-bye.”  - 

“ I also  turil  to  the  right,”  li3  said  “ I 
live  beyond  Stelfax  Park.  I hope  I haven’t 
been  boring  you.” 

“Quito  the  opposite,”  she  declared,  with 
a Frank  smile.  “ I shall  find  the  place  much 
mere  interesting  in  future.” 

They  turned  into  the  long,  steen  road 
leading  down  from  the  moor,  and  let  the 
machines  run  in  silence.  It  took  them 
within  easy  distance  of  the  park.  On 
reaching  tlie  gates',  Mary  stopped  and  dis- 
mounted, saying,  “This  is  my  destination.” 
He  dropped  off  beside  her,  looking  rather 
puzzled.  Then,  seeing  Mrs.  Hurry  stand- 
ing in  her  doorway,  smiled. 

“You  are  staying  at  the  Lodge?”  ho 
inquired. 

“No.”  she  answered.  “But  Mrs.  Gurry 
always  gives  me  a cup  of  ten  when  I come 
bnck  from  a ride.  T am  Miss  Strothers.” 

“ You — you  are  Miss  Struthers?”  he  said. 
“ T beg  your  pardon.  I did  not  know.  I 
will  not  detain  you.” 

He  was  standing  very  erect,  with  a good 
deal  of  colour  in  his  face.  Before  she  could 
answer,  lie  had  lifted  his  cap,  and  springing 
on  his  machine  tore  down  the  road  as  if  a 
hive  of  bees  were  after  him. 

Mary  gazed  in-astonishment,  then  pushed 
her  machine  to  the  porch  wl»aro  Mrs.  Gurry 
wag  wniting. 

“Do  you  know  that  young  man?”  -nlie 
asked,  propping  the  wheels  against  a currant 
bush. 

“ Know  him  well  enough,”  the  old  woman 
answered.  “ He’s  t’  stepson  o’  Mister  Till, 
t’  estate  bailiff.  His  wife  wor  married  afore, 
and  that's  her  son,  John  Purchase.  He’s 
lamin’  to  be  a doctor  i’  one  o’  them  Tendon 
hospitals,  an’  a clever  chap,  too,  I've  heard 
his  mother  say.  So  it’s  ns  like  as  not  'at 
he’s  a food.”  _ 

Mary,  did  not  think  syi,  hut.  she  wondpred 
wlint  had  made  him  depart  so  abruptly  on 
hearing  her  name. 

[TO  DE '-CONTINUED. J 


PUT  THEM  TO  THE  TEST. 


QUESTIONS'  FOR 

CANDIDATES. 


•Societies  have  been  asked  bv  the  Co- 
operative Party  to  put  the  following  qaea- 
tions  to  Parliamentary  candidates  before 
the  polling  day.  Co-operators  eiiould  make 
certain  that  the  position  of  every  la-iv.lidate 
is  frankly  stated,  and  the  questions  should 
be  put  publicly  to  the  candidates  at  their 
meetings.  We  are  a Co-operative  Party 
uitli  a co-operative  programme,  and  there 
should  be  no  secret  treaties  between  candi- 
dates and  co-one native  voters.  We  declare 
our  policy,  publicly,  and  we  want,  from  all 
candidates  a public  declaration  ns  to 
whether  they  are  with  us  or  against  us. 
They  cannot  he  both. 

Tlie  questions  are  : — 

1.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of 
all  legislative  restrictions  upon  the  develop- 
ment of  voluntary  cooperation,  and  wnild 
you  oppose  any  administrative  action  which 
would  impede  co-operative  progress  ? 

2.  Are -you  in  favour  that  eventually  the 
processes  of  production,  distribution | and 
exchange  (including  the  land)  shall  he 
organised  on  oo-oparative—  lines  in  tlie 
interest  of  the  whole  community? 

3.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of 
all  taxes  upon  foodstuffs  to  be  replaced  by 
tlie  taxation  of  land  values  and  the  further 
increase  of  income  tax  and  death  duties 
Upon  large  incomes  and  estates  ; also,  the 
placing  of  a levy  on  capital  to  dear  off  tlie 
war  debt  and  reduce  taxation? 

4.  Are  you  in  favour  that  adequate  hous- 
ing of  the  people,  financed  by  the  National 
Exchequer,  shall  be  compulsorily  provided 
on  lines  which  will  secure  healthy,  decent, 
and  suitable  accommodation  for  the  whole 
community? 


5.  Are  you  in  favour  that  the  present 
education  system  should  be  recast  on 
national  lines  which  will  afford  equal  oppor- 
tunity of  the  highest  education  for  all,  un- 
hampered by  the  caste  system  new  prevail- 
ing, which  arbitrarily  and  unjustly  limits 
the  resources  of  the  State  in  utilising  the 
best  capacities  of  the  nation? 

’ 6.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  effective  Par- 
liamentary control  of  foreign  policy  and 
national  services  by  committees  composed 
of  representatives  of  all  parties  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  the  democratising  of  the 
State  Service — civil,  commercial,  and  diplo- 
matic; also,  the  establishment  of  a League 
of  Nations  representative  of  all  peoples? 


The  Committee  of  every  Co-opera- 
tive Society  should  take  steps  to 
inform  the  members  as  to  how  the 
local  M.P.’s  voted  in  Parliament  on 
questions  directly  affecting  the  co- 
operative movement — particularly  as 
to  the  Corporation  Profits  Tax. 


7.  Are  you  in  favour  of  adequate  provi- 
sion for  the  national  care  of  maternity ; 
also  the  payment  of  old-age  pensions  on  non- 
contributory  basis,  at  an  earlier  age  than 
seventy  and  the  removal  of  all  restrictions 
in  respect  of  incomes? 

8.  A,re  you  in  favour  of  tlie  promotion  of 
legislation  having  for  its  object  the  com- 
pulsory rendering  to  Parliament  by?  mono- 
polies, trusts,  and  oonibines,  of  information 
of  the  cost,  at  every  stage  of  production,  of 
the  commodities  tliey  produce  or  dispose  of 
to  the  public,  with  a view  to  eliminating 
exoessive  profiteering? 

9.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  provision  by 
the  nation  of  support  for  every-  genuinely 
unemployed  person,  sufficient  to  maintain 
efficiency  for  further  work  when  opportunity 
offers  ? 

10.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  raising  of 
the  embargo  on  the  importation  of,  and  the 
opening  of  our  parts  to,  Canadian  store 
cattle  ? 

11.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  removal  of 
the  Treasury  restrictions  preventing  co- 
operatively-trained candidates  from  becom- 
ing public  auditors  unless  they  comply  with 
dtxnditions  arranged!  by  certain,  private 
associations  and  tlie  establishing  of  a 
national  test  of  fitness  to  which  all  candi- 
dates for  the  position  of  public  auditor 
should  b?  subjected? 


THE  ELECTION  GAMBLE. 


The  Proportional  Representation  Society 
writes  as  follows  through  Viscount  Grey:  — 
“ Four  leaders  are  appealing  for  votes — 
Mr.  Bonar  Law,  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  Mr. 
Asquith,  nnd  Mr.  Clynes.  Hi  most  of  the 
constituencies,  where  three  of  these  leaders 
have  a representative  fighting,  the  prob- 
ability is  that  the  winner  will  be  returned 
•by  n minority  of  votest  and  the  votes  of 
the  majority  will  count  tor  nothing.  Under 
these  conditions  have  we  any  right  to 
expect  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  a 
really  representative  body?  The  only 
system  of  voting  which  enables  a voter  to 
give  full  effect  to  his  wishes  is  Proportional 
Representation.  Wherever  Proportional 
Representation  is  in  operation  the  party 
which  polls  half  the  votes  wins  half  the 
seats.  What  could  be  fairer?” 

Co-operators,  and  they  are  all  pledged 
to  Proportional  Representation,  should 
watch  tlie  hopeless  difficulties  of  the 
present  system  on  November  loth  jind 


insist  on  a proper  reform  in  tlie  .uex\  Par- 
liament. They  can  help  by  asking  candi- 


dates to  pledge  themselves  to  vote  for 
'Proportional  Representation. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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hiiiitlkcichicf 

Competitions 


FOR  ADULTS  AND  YOUNGSTERS. 

The  drapery  department  of  the  c w.s. 

is  offering  substantial  prizes  for  short  essays  of 
thirty-six  words  descriptive  of  the  “ UN1TAS 
handkerchief.  This  handkerchief  is  made  by  the  Scottish 
CAV.S.  from  fabric  woven  at  the  Lancashire  mills  of  the 
English  CAV.S.,  and  is  sold  retail  by  co-operative 
societies  throughout  the  country  at  : 

Ladies’,  4d.  each  (white  or  printed  border), 
or  3 for  llid. 

Gents’,  small  size  (white),  7id. 

Gents’,  large  size,  10id.  each  (while  or 
printed  border),  cr  3 for  2s.  6d. 

Gents’,  white,  with  embroidered  initial 
Is.  each. 

The  prizes  which  are  offered  consist  of  valuable  and 
useful  articles  specially  appealing  to  the  ladies,  and  in  all 
cases  are  the  productions  of  C.W.S.  mills.  Essays  are 
specially  invited  from  women  members  of  societies, 
although  men  are  not  excluded  from  the  competition.  The 
prizes,  however,  are  such  as  will  appeal  more  particularly 
to  lady  readers.  They  include  : — 

©own  QutPfe  From  C.W.S.  factories. 
(JSCanfiete  Frcm  the  Liit'eborough  mills. 

®i-C06  ikngfflo  EucMostlcigh  mills. 
Hntffefc  (Underwear  factories. 


RULES. 

1.  —Purchase  a supply  of  “ Unilas  " handkerchiefs  at 

your  store. 

2.  — Write  your  description  of  the  same — not  more  than 

thirty-six  words — and  attach  to  the  essay  two 
" Unitas  " gummed  labels  from  the  handkerchiefs 
you  have  bought. 

3.  — Add  ycur  (i.)  name,  (ii.)  address,  and  society  of  which 

you  are  a member. 

4.  — Send  this  to  " Unitas,”  c/o  C.W.S.  Publicity  Depart- 

ment, Balloon  St.,  Manchester,  during  December. 
Final  date  for  receiving  essays,  January  8th,  1923. 

PRIZES  FOR  CHILDREN. 

A further  competition  is  open  for  children’s  efforts,  and 
here  again  useful  and  valuable  prizes  will  be  offered. 
These  will  consist  of  boxes  of  handkerchiefs,  knives, 
purses,  and  other  productions  of  C.W.S.  works. 

This  is  open  to  boys  and  girls  who  have  not  yet  passed 
their  fifteenth  birthday. 

1.  — Write  your  opinion  d 

description  to  36  wgt 

2. — Att'chtwo  e.  mrrrd  label,  that  are  on  the  “ Unitas  " handkerchiefs  to 

3. — Write  your  (i.)  name,  (ii.)  age.  (iii.)  address,  (iv.)  society  of  which 

your  parents  are  members,  on  the  tame  sheet  of  paper— and  semi 
this  to  "Unitas  Junior."  C.W.S.  Publicity  Department.  Balloon 
Street.  Manchester,  during  December,  1922.  Final  date,  January 


Cbe  Co-operatioe  Keros 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

,411  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News"  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR."  Orders,  Inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  "News"  should  be  addressed  to  " THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  »2,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

[SATURDAY.  NOVEMBER  n,  1922. 


ANOTHER  PAINFUL  LESSON. 


In  February  and  March  of  last  year  we  printed,  in 
the  “ Co-operative  News,”  a letter  from  Mr.  Whitehead 
(the  general  secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Union)  calling 
attention  to  the  operations  of  a concern  calling  itself 
the  Southport  and  District  Finance  Co.  Ltd.,  and 
trading  as  the  Co-operative  Thrift  Collecting  Society. 

Many  co-operators  had  been  under  the  impression 
that  the  concern  had  some  connection  with  the  co- 
operative movement ; and  it  has  been  established  that 
many  contributed  money  in  the  belief  that  the  scheme 
was  connected  in  some  way  with  their  local  societies. 

In  our  columns  co-operators  were  strongly  advised 
not  to  have  any  dealings  with  it  in  view  of  the  doubtful 
character  of  its  constitution  and  methods. 

The  publication  of  this  warning  was  followed  by  a 
threat  of  legal  proceedings  unless  Mr.  Whitehead  and 
the  ” News  ” withdrew  these  aspersions,  agreed  to  the 
publication  of  a dictated  apology  at  our  expense  in 
newspapers  to  be  selected  by  the  company’s  solicitors, 
and  paid  costs. 

Mr.  Whitehead  and  the  directors  of  the  “ News  ” 
promptly  forwarded  the  name  of  Dr.  San  Garde  (the 
Union's  solicitor),  and  intimated  that  he  had  instructions 
to  defend  any  action  the  company  cared  to  raise. 

The  challenge  was  not  taken  up. 

The  concern  has  gone  into  bankruptcy.  The  total 
liabilities  are  £42,267  ; the  deficiency  is  £41,274  ; of 
the  money  received  by  the  concern,  £7,679  is  unaccounted 
for  ; and  there  are  12,811  bondholders  left  lamenting, 
most  of  whom  are  poor  working  people. 

The  company  dabbled  in  moneylending,  the  leasing  of 
a picture  house,  the  running'  of  a football  club  as  a 
money-making  venture,  the  establishment  of  window 
cleaning  corps,  motor  and  taxi  hiring,  motor  repairing, 
and  house  purchase.  The  whole  operations  consisted 
of  adventure  after  adventure.  Cash  records  were 
incomplete  ; and  qf  war  stock  deposited  with  the  com- 
pany and  sold,  no  record  was*  shown  in  the  cash  book 
of  the  concern. 

The  Official  Receiver’s  report,  which  has  now  been 
presented  to  the  bondholders,  states  that  in  the  Official 
Receiver’s  opinion,  ” the  failure  of  the  company  i« 
directly  attributable  to  the  recklessness  and  incom- 
petence of  the  directors,  coupled  with  the  fact  that 
from  the  commencement  the  working  and  other  expenses 
were  defrayed  out  of  the  deposits  of  the  investors.” 
Further  inquiry,  he  also  reported,  is  desirable  in  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  business  generally. 

Well,  we  may  leave  it  at  that  pending  the  result 
of  those  further  inquiries  ; but  we  once  again  warn 
co-operators  that  they  ought  not  to  contribute  money 
to  any  scheme  described  by  its  agents  as  “ co-operative  ” 
without  first  consulting  the  officials  of  their  own  society. 
This  concern  had  no  connection,  directly  or  indirectly, 
with  our  movement ; and  those  who  paid  into  it  in  the 
belief  that  it  had  are  personally  £41,274  out  of  pocket 
in  consequence. 

WHAT  CO-OPERATION 
STANDS  FOR. 


Last  week  we  outlined  in  the  ” News  ” some  of  the 
chief  reasons  why  the  co-operative  movement,  acting 
from  business  instincts  like  other  trading  concerns, 
ought  to  have  its  representatives  in  the  Parliament 
which  is  now  in  process  of  being  elected. 

It  has  always  been  our  contention  that  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  is  not  merely  a trading  concern  ; it  is 
an  exponent  of  an  ideal  state — a state  that  is  not  less 
ideal  because  it  is  possible  of  attainment  and  is  actually 
in  process  of  attainment  through  the  operations  of  the 
co-operative  movement.  On  that  ground  it  has  also  a 
title  to  the  expression  of  its  views  through  Parliament. 

“ Peace,  Economy,  and  Human  Happiness,”  might 
be  said  to  sum  up  the  entire  gospel  of  co-operation. 

When  the  co-operative  movement  preaches  Peace  it 
conceives  a nation  free  of  warring  classes  and  a .world 
free  of  warring  nations.  In  short,  it  means  a world 
free  from  the  domination  of  the  competitive  habit, 
which  has  grown  up  through  the  centuries.  So  long  as 
we  encourage  competition  we  encourage  a system  in 
which  strikes,  unemployment,  militarism,  and  war 
are  inevitable.  We  seek  to  eliminate  the  conflicts 
and  the  animosities  which  the  competitive  system  cannot 
but  beget.  The  late  Prime  Minister,  his  predecessor, 
and  his  successor,  all  had  to  eliminate  competition  anti 
private  enterprise,  to  get  material  for  the  army  and 
food  for  the  civil  population  during  the  war. 

When  we  preach  Economy,  we  mean  real  econonw — 
the  economy  which  enable:,  the  poorest  classes  to  procure 
the  necessaries  of  life,  unu  their  modicum  of  the  luxuries, 


without  having  to  bear  the  burden  of  parasitic  exact' 

It  is  an  economy  based  on  the  axiom  that  prev 
is  better  than  cure.  It  is  economy  which  conceL  • 
better  to  prevent  hunger  and  disease  and  tragedy  tb 
to  cure  the  effects  afterwards.  In  our  scheme  of  a 
uomy  we  make  it  possible  for  the  masses  of  the 
to  begin  with  the  materials  and  the  essentials  f ' 
healthy  life — care  for  motherhood,  security  f0r 
life,  education  for  the  yotmg,  a living  wage  and  a de  ^ 
standard  of  living  for  the  grown-up.  We  have  to 
vide  these  things  or  aim  at  providing  them,  for  if  u.gT 
not  we  shall  pay  more  in  hospitals,  sanatoria,  asvln  U° 
workhouses,  and  prisons.  ' 

By  Human  Happiness  we  mean  the  happiness  whi  h 
comes  from  conditions  which  enable  every  soul  to  nsn'  ^ 
to  its  greatest  possibilities,  and  every  family  in  the  \L\ 
to  be  able  to  derive  the  maximum  of  comfort  and  i 
under  its  own  roof.  ',y 

We  are  engaged  now  in  the  creation  of  the  Parliament 
which,  by  the  fortune  of  the  ballot,  may  hold  uffice 
and  control  the  destinies  of  the  nation  for  five  years 
Our  advice  to  the  electors  generally  is  to  withhold 
their  support  from  any  candidate  who  believes  that 
Britain’s  greatness  lies  in  the  maintenance  of  the  com 
petitive  system  which  enriches  the  few  and  undoubtedly 
impoverishes  the  masses.  We  advise  electors  to  vote 
for  the  democratic  control  of  the  destinies  of  the  nation 
If  the  party  represented  by  the  present  Prime  Minister 
be  returned  to  power  it  is  almost  inevitable  that  the  old 
veto  of  the  House  of  Lords  will  be  once  more  imposed 
on  us.  As  a democratic  movement  we  are  opposed  to 
any  veto  upon  the  sovereign  will  of  the  people.  We 
want  a new  Parliament  which  will  place  no  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  the  improvement  of  the  conditions  of  the 
masses.  We  want  a Parliament  which  will  leave  the 
people  free  to  develop  democratic  control  of  production 
distribution,  and  exchange,  through  their  co-operative 
societies  for  those  tilings  that  are  essential  to  domestic 
life,  through  municipalities  for  those  services  which  are 
common  to  the  local  community,  and  through  the 
nation  for  those  services  which  are  essential  to  trade 
and  industry  and  social  relationship  throughout  the  land. 

In  that  way  alone  shall  we  eliminate  the  cause  of 
the  chief  social  and  economic  evils  that  make  many 
question  whether  life  is  worth  living;- 


NOTES  AND^  NOTIONS. 

SOHO  SOCIETY'S  CAPITAL. 

Soho  Co-operative  Society,  Smethwick,  near  Birmingham, 
has  issued  a circular  intimating  that  for  the  present  the  with- 
drawal of  share  capital  is ‘suspended.  That  is  in  conformity 
with  the  rules  of  the  society  passed  by  the  members  for  their 
own  security.  There  is  no  difficulty  with  creditors.  The  society 
is  paying  its  way,  but  there  has  been  a good  deal  of  unemploy- 
ment, and  many  members  have  been  withdrawing  their  shares 
to  pay  rents  to  their  landlords,  and  to  pay  rates,  taxes,  and  to 
meet  other-  obligations.  The  committee  have  found  it  necessary 
to  suspend  any  further  claims  for  withdrawal  for  the  present, 
lest  the  capital  left  should  be  so  depleted  as  to  hamper  the  society 
in  its  operations.  The  issue  of  the  circular  has  been  seized  upon 
by  the  capitalist  press  for  political  purposes.  Incidentally,  we 
should  like  the  critics  of  Soho  Society  to  say  what  would  happen 
to  the  shareholder  in  the  ordinary  limited  company  who  rushed 
into  the  company’s  office  and  said  he  wanted  his  capital.  Would 
he  get  it  ? One  enterprising  newspaper  sent  a reporter  to  (I 
society  to  ask  what  would  happen  if  a Labour  Government 
would  come  in  and  apply  the  capital  levy.  The  editor  and  the 
reporter  ought  to  have  known  better.  The  capital  levy  docs 
not  apply  to  the  capital  of  companies  or  co-operative  societies; 
it  applies  to  the  fortunes  of  individuals,  as  its  advocates  liavo 
explained  time  after  time.  The  capital  levy  proposal  cannot  be 
beaten  that  way.  Its  opponents  have  to  explain  the  singular 
fact  that  the  only  country  in  Europe  whose  currency  has  doubled 
its  external  purchasing  power  is  Czecho-Slovakia.  which  has 
adopted  the  capital  levy.  Before  the  levy  was  adopted  it  t°°' 
300  crowns  to  exchange  for  £1  sterling  ; since  it  was  adopted 
£1  can  be  bought  for  141  crowns. 

THE  MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS. 

Thk  results  of  the  municipal  elections  in  England  and  Wacs 
last  week  showed  a decided  set-back  to  Labour,  and  v ere  r* 
garded  as  a bad  augury  for  the  success  of  Labour  in  the  *rtrl 
The  Labour  leaders  do  not  seem  1° 


mentary  elections. 


siderablo 


despondent  over  the  matter.  They  explain  that  a const 
number  of  Parliamentary  voters  have  no  municipal  vote.  * 
explain,  also,  that  the  bulk  of  their  Parliamentary  eandi  a _ 
are  in  three-cornered  fights,  whereas  most  of  them  in  the  ntun* 
eipal  elections  wore  up  against  a single  candidate  who  coni  ' 
tivo  hostile  votes.  The  increase  in  local  rates — owing  to  caU 
which  were  ministerial  in  their  origin — was  an  influence  in  ^ 
municipal  elections  which  may  be  less  potent  in  the 
mentary  elections.  A considerable  number  of  co-operators  ^ 
successful  at  the  polls,  an(j  of  these  we  hope  to  prin  a 
next  wc3k; ♦ ♦ ♦ 

MORE  BRICKS  FOR  THE  COLLEGE.  ^ 

Little  has  been  heard  of  our  first  co-operative  college  si 
lately,  and  it  may  be  that  wc  shall  have  to  wad 
industrial  conditions  are  more  settled  and  money  is  not 
before  another  forward  movement  can  be  reported.  • ^ 

circumstances  need  not,  however,  close  down  all  efforts  on 
of  the  college.  A little  thinking  and  a little  willing1'^^^ 
bring  forth  opportunities  which  might  otherwise  lie  ,c"  jfl 
Branches  of  the  Women's  Guild  at  Leicester  recently 
bazaar  to  raiso  funds  for  the  college,  and  the  effort  resu 
hcque  for  a little  over  £80  being  sent  to  Holyoake  House.  ^ ^ 
may  be  more  or  less  plentiful  at  Leicester  than  else"  1 
the  effort  of  tho  local  guild  members  has  meant  a few  1,10 re 
for  the  college. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS . 


ARMISTICE  DAY  ARRIVES. 

A THOUGHT  FOR  THE  RETURNED  WARRIOR. 
WHERE  IS  HIS  GUERDON? 

BY  MYLES  LONG. 


Armistice  Pay  brings  this  week  to  a dose, 
Bid  we  will  all  mark  the  anniversary  of  the 
signalling  of  “ Cease  Fire,”  along  the  greatest 
battle-front  in  history,  in  the  war  to  end  war. 

Strangely  mixed  feelings  will  throb  in  the 
breasts  of  t hose  who  will  mark  t he  day.  Among 
all  will  be  the  deepest  reverence  for  those  who 
pissed  out  in  the  great  struggle  which  ended 
four  years  ago;  and  with  many  there  will  be 
sorrowful  recollections  of  all  that  might  have 
been.  That  is  a theme  too  sacred  to  be 
dwelt  on  here.  . , , 

There  is  another  thought  which  rises  to 
most  minds  on  this  anniversary.  It  is  the 
thought  of  the  returned  warrior.  Where  is 
the  guerdon  promised  him  ? He  went  to 
fight  to  end  war  for  ever ; but  those  at  whose 
bidding  he  went  have  been  On  the  verge  of 
another  war  which  would  reproduce  the 
horrors  we  believed  were  for  ever  ended  when 
the  Armistice  was  signed.  Was  his  sacrifice 
so  light  that  the  promised  peace  should  he 
denied  him  and  his  kind  ? The  nation’s 
heroes,  marched  to  the  railway  stations  with 
civic  escorts,  were  received  with  open  arms 
in  the  streets,  made  the  guests  of  public  bodies, 
and  assured  that  a grateful  nation  would  never 
forget  their  sacrifices.  They  were  to  come 
home  to  a land  fit  for  heroes  and  safe  for 
democracy.  The  lot  of  the  worker,  who  with 
his  employer  had  passed  through  the  brother- 
hood of  the  trenches,  was  to  be  sweetened. 
Never  again  were  the  workers  to  be  compelled 
to  submit  to  the.  degrading  conditions  which 
produced  CIII.  citizens..  The  country  had 
treated  its  soldiers  scurvily  after  past  wars ; 
but  the  nation  had  come  to  recognise  the  worth 
of  its  sons  and  the  readiness  of  their  sacrifice, 
and  it  would  never  be  said  again  that  those 
who  fought  for  England  were  treated  but  with 
gratitude  and  generosity.  There  was  so  much 
destroyed  in  the  war  and  required  replacing 
that  there  would  -be  work  for  all — work  at 
good  wages  and  under  good  conditions,  and 
the  enemy  would  be  made  to  pay  for  all. 

1 wonder  how  many  of  those  herpes  who, 
when  the  happy  news  went  round  four  years 
ago,  looked  forward  to  home  and  love  and  peace, 
dreamt  that  at  the  end  of  four  years  more 
they  would  be  without  homes,  unemployed, 
and  compelled  to  accept  the  out-relief  which 
they  had  always  associated  with  pauperism  ? 

Those  whose  pleadings  and  law  brought 
these  men  into  the  battle-front,  who  made 


those  fair  promises,  who  have  not  “ delivered 
the  goods  paid  for,”  arc  now  on  their  trial. 
This  week,  even  on  Armistice  Day,-  they  are 
being  prosecuted  and  are  attempting  their 
defence.  On  Wednesday  next  the  jury  of 
the  British  electorate  will  give  their  verdict. 

The  Unknown  Solider  from  his  place  in  the 
Abbey  would  plead  with  that  jury  for  a just 
verdict ; but  his  pleading  will  scarcely  bo 
heard  amid  the  din  of  the  great  arguments 
of  prosecution  and  defence  which  echo  through 
the  streets. 

Those  heroes  of  the  great  war  ! Where  did 
most  of  them  come  from  ? From  the  ranks 
of  organised  labour.  More  would  have  come 
from  those  ranks  ; but  our  industrial  conditions 
had  rearccUan  appalling  largo  CIlI.  class. 
From'  the  ranks  of  organised  labour  neverthe- 
less came  the  bulk  of  the  great  army.  Who 
won  the  war  ? Mr.  Lloyd  George  said  it  was 
a war  between  the  trade  unionists  of  Britain 
and  the  trade  unionists  of  Germany.  So  it 
was.  It  was  the  ex-Premier’s  mobilisation 
of  labour  that  first  helped  the  Allied  armies 
to  make  headway.  He  could  do  little  till  ho 
had  the  goodwill  of  the  trade  unions.  Ho 
called  in  Labour  to  his  Ministry  and  to  his 
War  Cabinet.  The  workers  had  come  into 
their  own. 

Now  his  heaviest  oratorical  guns  are  directed 
upon  those  ranks  which  saved  him  and  the 
nation.  Clyne3,  the  first  sane  Food  Con- 
troller, and  Henderson,  the  first  Labour 
member  in  the  Coalition  Cabinet,  are  the 
leaders  of  the  Parliamentary  Party  which 
represent  those  forces.  They  are  now  not 
men  but  “ A Menace.” 

Conservatives  and  National  Liberals  are 
banded  together  to  keep  these  men  out.  Even 
Asquithians  are,  in  some  places,  committed 
to  this  anti-Labour  pact.  It  may  be  right ; 
but  what  of  the  tributes  to  the  organised 
workers  who  supplied  so  many  of  the  heroes 
of  the  great  war 

Co-operators  and  Labour  Menace. 

Co-operators  are  concerned  about  this  con- 
centrated attack  on  Labour,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  party  press  organs,  with  few  ee- 
eeptions.  designate  and  label  the  official  Co- 
operative candidates  as  Labour  candidates. 
What  the  leaders  describe  as  the  “ revolu- 
tionary ” policy  of  the  Labour  Party  is 
ascribed  to  the  Co-opfcrntive  Party  candi- 
dates. The  “Co-operative  News"  pointed 


out,  when  Mr.  Churchill  discovered  the 
Labour  bogey  two  years  ago,  that  Co-opera- 
tive candidates  wouBd  have  to  face  the 
bullets  he  was  then  moulding.  He  solemuly 
pledged  himself  then  to  call  the  Labour 
candidates  nothing  but  “ Socialists.”  The 
“ News"  suggested  that  he  would  not  keep 
that  pledge,  and  that  he  would  also  call 
them  Bolshevists  before  he  was  finished. 

The  “ Daily  Mail,"  then  under  the  shrewd 
control1  of  Lord  Northclilfe,  who  was  no 
friend  of  the  Labour  Party,  rounded  upon 
Churchill  and 'those  who  followed  his  line. 
It  warned  him  and  his  confederates  that  in 
their  zeal  they  might  over-reach  themselves. 
The  “ Daily  Mail  ” has  now  come  under  the 
control  of  Lord  Rothermere,  who  has  less 
hair  on  his  head  than  Lord  Northcliffe  had, 
and  so  the  “Mail”  and  the  “Weekly  Dis- 
patch" and  the  other  organs  ho  can.  com- 
mand have  joined  in  the  panic  to  avert  a 
Labour  Government,  as  if  such  an  adminis- 
tration could  do  more  harm  to  the  country 
than  the  reckless,  irresponsible,  and  wilful 
combination  of  Georgian  Liberals  and 
Bonar  Law-Chamberlain  Conservatives 
which  has  ruled  for  the  past  four  years. 
This  combination,  remember,  has  decided 
not  to  put  forward  a candidate  in  Mr. 
Asquith's  constituency;  and  the  opponents 
of  the  Co-operative  candidate  there  are 
making  as  much  of  the  Bolshevist  bogey  as 
the  supporters  of  Mr.  Bonar  Law  in  Glas- 
gow, of  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  Birmingham, 
and  of  Mr.  Churchill  in  Dundee. 

When  the  railway  strike  occurred  in  1919, 
although  it  was  led  by  a friendly  com- 
patriot, Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas,  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  declaimed  against  it  as  “an  anarchist 
conspiracy  against  the  State.”  When  the 
miners"  refused  to  go  down  into  the  gutter 
without  a struggle,  and  were  locked  out, 
similar  language  was  used  against  them. 
When  “ direct  action  ” was  threatened  to 
compel  nationalisation  of  the  mines,  the 
Government  trembled,  but  the  constitu- 
tionalists in  the  trade  union  movement  de- 
clared that  the  only  legitimate  action  was 
that  which  could  be  taken  at  the  ballot  box. 

Now,  when  the  opportunity  for  such 
action  comes  along,  the  “ direct  actionists  ” 
of  that  day  and  the  constitutionalists  who 
held  them  back  are  faced  with  a deliberate 
conspiracy  on  the  part  of  at  least  two  of 
the  contesting  parties  to  join  forces  in 
agreed  constituencies  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  thwarting  the  hopes  of  the  trade 
tmionists  whose  chief  hope  lias  been 
in  securing  Parliamentary  power  to  shape 
out  a better  existence. 

A Labour  menace  cannot  l>e  met  or  dissi- 
pated in  that  fashion.  A combination 
effected  for  that  purpose  will  only  have  the 
immediate  result  of  creating  the  trouble  it 
seeks  to  avert.  v_ 

In  other  wqrds,  an  alliance  of  that  kind 

will  provoke  rather  than  avert  revolu- 
tionary measures. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

. Manchester,  Wednesday. 

Of  the  707  members  elected  to  the  last 
Parliament  nearly  100  are  not  seeking  re- 
election,  92  will  not  be  re-elected  because 
their  Irish  constituencies  are  not  to  be 
represented  in  the  British  Parliament,  43 
have  died,  24  have  resigned;  17  have 
become  peers,  13  have  been  given  jobs 
which  disqualify  them,  one  has  been 
defeated  at  a1  by-election,  and  one  is  in 
quod. 


The  president  of  the  Barnsley  Society  (Mr. 
Tune),  at  the  opening  of  the  Bentley  branch 
store  at  Doncaster  the  other  day,  gave  a new 
interpretation  to  the  mystic  symbol  C.W.S. — • 
Charlie  Wightman’s  Store.  The  late  Mr.  C. 
Wightman  was  the  very  highly-esteemed  leader 
of  Doncaster  co-operation. 

A collier  from  Lanarkshire,  in  “John  o' 
London’s  Weekly,”  gives  a list  of  books  a 
miner  reads,  and  at  the  close  says  " and  of 
course,  the  co-operative  balance  ulieet." 


A writer  calls  attention  to  a recent 
paragraph  in  this  column  about  the 
mansion  house  acquired  by  the  Windhill 
Society,  and  as  the  local  historian  does  not 
mention  Cromwell’s  association  with  the 
mansion,  or  Sir  Titus  Salt’s  connection 
with  it,  or  the  fortune  said  to  be  buried  in 
it,  lie  presumes  that  the  writer  of  the  para- 
graph was  romancing,  or  that  someone  was 
pulling  his  leg.  He  makes  the  nasty 
observation,  “ We  expect  truth  and 
accuracy  in  the  ‘ Co-operative  News.’  ” If 
our  friend  will  read  the  paragraph  again 
he  will  find  that  the  references  lie  objects 
to  indicated  that  the  stories  were  as  likely 
to  he  fiction  as  fact.  Out  and  About. 


I see  that  one  of  the  Derby  infers,  in 
giving  the  results  of  the  municipal  elections, 
designated  one  party  as  “Coal."  Wsus  1 lie 
word  an  abbreviation  for  Coalition?  If  so, 

I must  congratulate  the  printer.  There  is 
enly  one  thing  blacker  than  coal,  and  that 
N the  record  of  tile  late  Coalition 
Government. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons  has  a 
rich  sense  of  humour.  Mr.  John  Cairns,  who 
eat  in  the  last  Parliament  for  Morpeth 
Borough,  entered  a crusade  against  landowners 
who  enclosed  at  one  time  or  another  the  way- 
side  spaces  and  common  land.  Mr.  Cairns 
handed  a written  question  to  the  Clerk  inquiring 
"hat  steps  it  was  proposed  to  take  to  have 
the  land  that  had  been  “ stolen  ” restored 
•'»  the  people.  The  Clerk  ruled  that  the  word 
atolen  was  inadmissible,  and  suggested  “ im- 
properly taken  ” in  its  stead.  In  that  foriii 
the  question  was  submitted. 


A Bristol  paper,  in  a report  of  the  open- 
H,g  of  new  premises  for  the  Co-operative 
hiHurniKjfe  Society’s  Bristol  branch,  described 
Thomas  Allen  as  “ the  chairman  of  the 
Hieiely  and  chairman  also  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  co-operative  movement.” 
Evidently  we  are  nearer  a>  national  society 
than  we  thought. 


“SING  US  THE  OLD,  OLD  STORY.” 


We  are  not  divided,  One  in  Soul  and  Spirit, 

All  one  body  we — Only  one  are  we." 


9 , 


POWDER  AND  SHOT. 


There  Is  now  ceaseless  activity  at  the 
Co-operative  Party's  headquarters,  where 
Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (chairman)  is  in 
charge,  in  supplying  the  constituencies 
with  “ powder  and  shot.”  A special  effort 
is  being  made  to  deal  with  tbo.se  questions 
, which  are  likely  to  loom  large  in  the 
present  contest.  For  instance,  an  expert 
nas  written  a leaflet  on  a capital  levy, 
which  will  effectively  counter  the  misrepre- 
sentations which  are  being  broadcasted 
wholesale  by  the  Bonar  Law  Press. 

It  is  shown  conclusively  that  a lew  on 
capital  would  produce  a free  breakfast 
table,  reduce  income  tax,  and  so  relieve 
business  of  part  of  its  heavy  drain.  It 
would  make  it  possible  to  remove  the  Cor- 
poration Profits  Tax,  which  is  an  unfair 
tax.  Professor  Edgeworth,  of  Oxford 
University,  one  of  our  leading  economists, 
writes:  “It  does  not  violate  financial 

equity.” 

Another  leaflet,  entitled  “ Bread  and 
Butter  Finance,”  has  been  written  by  a 
fellow  o*f  the  Royal  Economic  Society. 
“ Economy,  cries  the  Government, " the 
leaflet  states.  “ Yes,  but  economy  is  only 
a word.  What  sort  of  economy?  The 
wife  knows  best.  She  does  not  cut  down 
the  children’s  food,  and  send  them  out  in 
broken  boots,  so  that  she  may  save  money 
to  go  to  the  pictures.  With  her,  food, 
clothing,  and  shelter  for  her  children  come 
first.  And  what  about  national  economy? 
It  is  only  home  economy  writ  large.  There 
are  some  social  services  which  are  not 
waste,  but  which  are  iu  the  truest  sense 
productive.  Education,  health  service,  and 
housing — these  make  iOr  the  mental  and: 
physical  well-being,  and  they  are  necessary 
if  the  productive  efficiency  of  the  people  is 
to  be  maintained  and  improved.  The 
politician  who  would  economise  on  this  i*j 
a traitor  to  the  children  of  the  people.” 


GOVERNMENT  AND 

PENSIONS. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”], 


Sir, — The  most  reckless  and  most  imbe- 
cile Government  olcl  England  has  ever 
groaned  under  have  squandered  thousands 
of  millions  to  destroy  life,  but  when  it 
means  a few  millions  to  preserve  life,  "they 
tell  us  that  the  country  can't  afford  it. 
They  have  preached  thrift,  and  have 
penalised  the  thrifty.  The  wastrel  and  the 
thriftless  can  obtain  the  .full  old-age  pen- 
sion, but  the  thrifty  “ are  turned  empty 
away.”  In  the  House  of  Commons,  last 
April,  Mr.  T,  Myers,  M.P.,  moved  that 
these  unjust  restrictions  should  be  removed, 
but  bis  motion  was  defeated  by  161  votes 
to  118.  Sir  Robert  Horne  said  that  it  would 
be  foolish  to  embark  on  this  large  additional 
expenditure;  yet  a couple  of  days  later  this 
same  House  of  Commons  passed  the  second 
reading  of  a Bill  which  makes  another 
200, 00U  Government  servants  eligible  for  a 
pension,  and  will  add  about  £3,000,000  more 
to  the  national  burden. 

Sir  Robert  Horne,  replying  to  a question 
put  to  him  by  Mr.  Waterson,  stated  that 
the  successors  of --Nelson  had  been  paid  a 
grant  of  £5,000  a year  since  the  Battle  of 
Trafalgar.  Now  I can’t  say  who  is  right, 
or  who  is  wrong;  but  I do  know  that  history 
states  that  the  elder  brother  of  Nelson  was 
made  an  earl,  and  that  he  was  given 
£100,000  to  purchase  an  estate,  and  also 
was  given  a pension  of  £6,000  a year.  Nel- 
son's two  sisters  also  received  a grant  of 
£10,000  each.  It  is  117  years  since  Tra- 
falgar was  fought,  so  that  the  Nelson  family 
have  done  far  better  out  of  Trafalgar  than 
many  of  our  aged  members  have  done  out 
of  the  late  war.  Co-operators  can  alter  this 
great  injustice  at  the  polls.  If  they  vote 
right,  every  one  of  the  Co-operative  candi- 
dates will  be  returned  to  Parliament  with  a 
thumping  majority. — Yours,  &c., 

Burton-on-Trent.  W.  H.  J 


CAPITAL  LEVY. 


[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


Sir,. — It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  such 
an  able  man  as  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  seems 
to  have  a good  chance  of  being  returned  as 
M.P.  for  the  Hillsborough  division  of 
Sheffield.  He  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
bis  lucid  and  very  helpful  article  in  your 
issue  of  November  4th,  setting  forth  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  what  is  called  a 
capital  levy.  Perhaps  the  term  “capital” 
levy  is  unfortunate,  but  it  is  apparently  too 
late  to  alter  it.  Anyhow,  co-operators  now 
know  that  what  it  means  is  a levy  on 
inflated  fortunes  for  the  express  purpose 
of  war  debt  redemption. 

In  a special  “ Reconstruction  ” issue  of 
the  " Manchester  Guardian  Commercial,” 
Mr.  Asquith  has  objected  that  capital  levy- 
proposals  “nearly  always"  include  u 
simultaneous  remission  of  indirect  taxes, 
and  that  the  net  benefit  to  the  income  tax- 
payer would  be  very  slight.  Tin's,  it.  would 
appear,  is  not  correct,  since  tho  relief 
obtained  from  the  burden  c'f  interest  on 
war  debt  would  in  itself  be  of  enormous 
benefit  to  the  taxpayer.  As  regards  the 
remission  of  indirect  taxes,  this  should  bo 
considered  in  connection  with  financial 
policy  as  a whole.  Do  not  tho  Liberals 
themselves  promise  a remission  of  “ break- 
fast table  duties”  and  other  taxes? — 
Yours,  &c.', 

Manchester.  V iator. 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


TO  PROTECT  THE  CONSUMER. 

AN  EfOCH-MAKING  BELGIAN  PROPOSAL. 


The  consumers  of  Great  Britain,  now  in 
the  throes  of  n national  election,  will  rend 
with  particular  interest  that,,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  modern  nations,  the 
organised  consumers  of  a whole  country 
have  demanded  protection  from  the  Govern- 
ment against  exploitation  by  the  manufac- 
turers, middlemen,  and  retailers  who  supply 
them  with  the  necessities  of  life.  A law  just 
introduced  in  the  Belgian  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties on  behalf.of  the  consumers  of  the  nation 
provides  for  a department  to  protect  con- 
sumers against  profiteering,  adulteration, 
false  weights  and  measures,  and  similar 
frauds.  This  new  Government  uepartment 
will  have  full  power  to  end  these  abuses,  to 
make  an  extensive  study  o£  supplying  the 
necessities  of  life  at  the  lowest  possible  cost, 
and,  perhaps  most  important  of  all,  to  carry 
on  a propaganda  campaign  by  pamphlets, 
newspapers,  and  other  forms  of  publicity 
educating  the  consumer  to  protect  himself 


THE  SACRIFICIAL 
LAMB. 


“Tell  me,  papa, 
what  is  a co-opera- 
tive?” 

“ It's  an  association 
of  brigands  who  would 
kill  your  poor  father, 
and  where  your  mother 
goes  to  buy  jam.'’ 


hy  means  of  co-operation  and  collective 
buying. 

This  epoch-making  Belgian  law  is  being 
pushed  to  enaotment  in  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  by  representatives  of  the  powerful 
co-operative  and  labour  organisations.  They 
point  to  the  fact  that  throughout  Europe 
manufacturers,  merchants,  and  even 
farmers  are  given  the  benefit  of  extensive 
Government  research  and  assistance,  while 
the  consumer  is  utterly  deprived,  of  official 
aid  in  securing  the  necessities  of  life  without 
exploitation. 

The  new  Belgian  law  provides  for  both 
local  and  central  Chambers  of  Consumers, 
paralleling  the  Chambers  of  Commerce,  mer- 
chants' and  manufacturers’  organisations, 
and  similar  bodies  well  known  in  this  coun- 
try. It  will  be  supported  by  the  Govern- 
ment Budget,  and  will  be  composed  of 
experts  in  food  and  clothing  production  and 
distribution,  nominated  by  the  co-operative 
societies  and  the  purchasers.’  lengues  of  the 
country. 


From  *•  La  Co-'fxTation,"  Bnsle. 


I.C.A.  FAMINE  FUND. 

WIDE  EUROPEAN  SUPPORT. 

The  appeal  of  the  International  Co-opera- 
tive Alliance — issued  in  accordance  with  the 
decision  of  the  Basle  Congress — for  aid  to  the 
Russian  Famine  Fund  has  received  a 
generous  response.  It  was  decided  that  25 
per  cent,  of  the  donations  passing  through 
the  I.C.A.  should  lie  given  to  Georgia,  and 
that  those  countries  sending  direct  should 
reserve  25  per  cent,  for  the  same  purpose. 
It  is  impossible  to  give  the  value  of  these 
contributions  in  sterling,  as  some  have  been 
made  in  kind,  whilst  others  have  been  sub- 
ject to  the  various  fluctuations  of  the  ex- 
change. The  list  is  as  follows; — 

Finland. — Kulutusosuuskuntien  Keskus- 
liitto,  £148  6s.  Id.  (300,6  '•  Finnish  marks). 

France. — Federation  National©  des  Co- 
operatives de  Consommntion,  79,156  francs ; 
Chambre  Consultative  des  Associations  Ouv- 
rieres  de  Production,  14,886.25  francs. 

Germany. — Central  Union  of  Distributive 
Societies,  55,320.84  mark’s,  which  amount 
represents  25  per  cent,  of  the  total  contribu- 
tions allocated  to  Georgia. 

Great  Britain. — British  Distributive  Socie- 
ties, £2,757  3s. 

Holland. — Centrale  Bond  van  Neder- 
londsuhe  Verbruikscoopernticve,  £308  18b. 

7d\  . 

Spain. — Spanish  Organisations,  per  Senor 
Juan  Salas  Anton,  £81  9 s.  Id.;  per 
Don  Luis  Martorell,  £72  8s.  3d.;  per  Don 
Vicente  Vails,  £37  19s.  2d. ; per  Don 
Jouquin  Fn.rios  y Garriga,  £4G  i3s.  2d. 

Switzerland. — Verband  Sclnveiz  Ivonsum- 
vereine,  6,056.50  Swis=*  francs. 

Miscellaneous  contributions,  £9  7s. 

We  have  also  received  information  that 
the  following  contributions  have  been  sent 
direct  or  through  other  channels:  — 

Belgium. — L’Office  Coop^rntif  Beige, 
40,000  francs. 

Austria. — Grosseiukaufsgesellselnft  fjjr 
Konsumvereine,  100,000  crowns. 

Czecho-Slovakia. — Uatredni  svaz  ceskos- 
lovenskych  -druzstev,  1,100,000  francs; 
Verband  Deutsolior  WirtscJiaftsgenosson- 
scJmften,  110,605  -crowns  (cash),  129,760 
or  owns  (goods). 

Germany. — Central  Union  of  Distributive 
Societies,  165,962  marks. 


A NEW  ZEALAND  WAY. 

The  Workers’  “ Co-op.”— fls  they  call  it 

in  Nelson,  New  Zealand,  advertises  itself  on 
iLs  shop  front,  so  that  all  who  run  may  read, 
a 8 standing  for — 

Saving  without  Effort. 

Thrift  Without  Hardship, 

Economy  witluout  Sacrifice.  . 


What’s  Your  View?— “ I have  been  a 
constant  reader  for  some  years  now  and 
cannot  speak  too  highly  of  it  os  an  all- 
round periodical, ’’writes  a southern  reader 
of  the  “ Millgate  Monthly.” 


LITERATURE. 

ECHOES  OF  THE 
COMMUNE. 

“ If  we  compare  Louis  Blanc  with  his  only 
predecessors — the  inevitable  trio  of  Utopian 
community  founders,  St.  Simon,  Cabet,  and 
Fourier — he  becomes  at  once  clearly  the  first 
working-class  lender  of  them  all — the  first 
socialist  to  have  a policy,  a scheme  of  things 
that  could  he  done  there  and  then,  and  not 
a fundamentally  pessimist  and  foolish’ 
scheme  for  a hole-and-corner  Utopia.”  So 
writes  R.  W.  Postgate  in  one  of  the  revolu- 
tionary sketches  in  “Out  of  the  Past  h 
(Labour  Publishing  Co.  Ltd.;  3s.  Gd.,  cloth 
5s.).  It  gives  Louis  Blanc  a little  more 
credit  than  some  would  give  him,  hut  the 
writer’s  claim  has  much  to  support  it.  “ Out 
of  the  Past”  is  a .useful  contribution  to 
labour  literature.  It  has  brought  together 
studies  of  some  of  the  lesser  lights  of  the 
revolutionary  movements  of  the  last  century. 
L.  A.  Blanquin  is  accorded  a place  of  im- 
portance in  these  sketches,  as  the  writer 
traces  to  him  two  of  the  weapons  of  the.  pre- 
sent Bolshevist  system — the  “arming”  of 
the  proletariat  and  the  “ dictatorship  ” of 
the  proletariat.  Ferre,  the  “ Chief  of 
Police  ” of  the  Paris  Commune,  as  pre- 
sented in  one  of  the  sketches,  will  be  a new 
figuire  to  many  readers,  James  E.  Smith, 
an  early  associate  of  John  Wroe,  who 
claimed  to  have  acquired  Joanna  South- 
cott’s  prophetic  qualities,  was,  with  Robert 
Owen  and  James  Morrison,  a leader  of  the 
Grand  National  Consolidated  Trade  Union. 
Of  Smith  Mr.  Postgate  writes  appreciably. 
-Smith  and  Morrison  were  apparently  opposed 
to  Owen — as  leuders  of  working-class  move- 
ments so  often  are — and  the  author  plainly 
sides  with  Smith.  Owen  was  “ unfit  for  his 
position”;  he  “talked  twaddle.”  he  at- 
tempted “ to  run  a strike  policy  on  an 
avowed  class-peace  basis  ” ; and,  compared 
with  him,  Smith  “ stands  out  as  a brilliant 
leader.”  Smith’s  title  to  Mr.  Postgate's 
praise  apparently  lies  in  the  amount  of 
“ ferocious  ” socialism  he  wrote  in  contradic- 
tion of  Owen's  view  that  “ both  masters  and 
men  were  producers.”  Yet  Smith  the  revo- 
lutionary faded  off  the  map;  his  place  was 
taken  by  the  new  Smith  who  edited  the 
“ Family  Herald,”  and  the  reference  to  him 
in  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography 
omits  all  mention  of  his  revolutionary  past. 

Mr.  Postgate’8  notes  and  sketches  on  the 
Commune  are  specially  interesting. 

M.  L. 


FOUNDED  1884. 


THE 


INCORPORATED. 


CO-OPERATIVE 

PERMANENT 

BUILDING  SOCIETY. 


How  to 
Provide 

For 

Education 

Careers 

Marriage 

T ravel 

Hobbies 

Old  Age  and 

Retirement. 

How  to 
Become 
a Home 
Owner 

On  the 
Simplest 
and  most 
Reasonable 
Terms. 


To  INVESTORS 

The  Special  Features  are 
the  excellent  Advantages 
and  Security  that  the  Society 
offers  for  Investments  in 
Shares,  Loan  Deposits,  Home 
Banks,  Endowments ; bearing 
Interest  varying  from  3£  to  5 
per  cent,  per  annum  (free  of 
inc:metax).  Easy  withdrawals 

BORROWERS 

THE  Society's  Terms  are 
both  reasonable  and  ad- 
vantageous. Liberal  Advances 
made  on  Dwelling  Houses, 
and  are  repayable  over  long 
or  short  periods. 

ASSETS  EXCEED  £11,000,000. 


PROSPECTUS,  &•<:.,  will  be  sent  post  free  c 
application  to  Chief  Office : 


22, 


RED  LION  SQUARE, 

LONDON,  W.C.  1. 


QUESTION  OF  FIXING 
MILK  PIRCES. 

. OVERTURES  FROM  AN  OUTSIDE 
BODY. 

TIME  NOT  OPPORTUNE. 

Retailers  and  producers  of  milk  are 
endeavouring  to  obtain  uniformity  in  both 
buying  and  selling  prices,  and  with  this  ob- 
ject in  view  they  aro  proposing  to  set  up 
permanent  joint  committees  throughout  the 

coipitry.  Co-operative  societies,  through  tho 

National  Co-operative  Milk  Consumers'7 
Federation,  have  been  invited  by  the  Man- 
chester, Salford,  and  District  Milk  Dealers’. 
Association  to  join  the  retail  side  of  their 
joint  committees,  hut  at -a  conference  held 
at  Derby  they  decided  that  the  present  was. 
nob  an  opportune  time  for  accepting  the 
. invitation. 

Mr.  J.  0.  Paynter  (chairman  of  the 
National  Co-operative  Milk  Consumers’ 
Federation)  presided,  and  he  was  supported 
by  members  of  his  executive  and  Mr.  \Y.  H. 
Kirkland  (secretary).  About  thirty  societies 
were  represented. 

Views  of  Executive. . 

The  views  of  t he  executive  on  the  proposal  * 
were  stated  on  the  agenda  as  follows.-  — 

1.  The  appointment  of  such  committees,, 
will  help  to  stabilise  the  trqde,  by  the  el  mu- 
nation  of  disturbing  elements. 
j2-  Separat*  committ^s^|oc  be  formed  fir', 
'different  areas  in  preference  to  one  com-’ 

- inittee  for  the  entire  country-^  r 
‘■  ‘3:  The  margin  of  jtba,  .j?e5r  'gallon  to  be 
7 the'  maximum  figure,'  and  'the  minimum  to 
be  left  open.  ‘ 

On  these  condition^  tftj’vd^&titi  . e saw  no 
reason  why  the  federation  should  net  to 
parties,  to  tlie  arrai'gemerft.^ 

Tho  Chairman  reported!'  that  lie  had 
attended  meetings  of >lh»qjnmt  committee 
representative  of  fartne«3v0|iil  retailers  in 
Manchester,  but  had  - nqfej»c$nunitted  the 
federation  to  any  line  of.^aetjon.  So  far  as 
the  executive  were  con^rqedLtbey  held  the 
view  that  the  matter  required  very  careful 
consideration.  Naturally,  if  they  joined  the 
joint  committees,  they  would  have  to  abide 
by  their  decisions,  and  it  might  be  that  in 
view  of  the  representation  it  was  suggested 
they  should  have — four-tenth?  rof  the  retail 
section  of  the  joint  committees — they  would 
find  themselves  in  the  minority  every  time. 
Societies  as  a rule  could  retail  milk  at  a 
much  cheaper  rate  than  was  customary  with 
many  private  retailers,  and  if  they  allowed 
the  retail  price  to  be  fixed  for  them,  unless 
there  was  opportunity  for  them  to  take  a 
minimum  below  the  joint  committee’s  mini- 
mum, then  they  would  be  handicapped  in 
the  efforts  they  made  to  supply  their  mem- 
bers with  milk  as  cheaply  as  possible. 

Air.  Kirkland  gave  additional  information. 
Besides  deciding  prices,  the  joint  committee 
recently  had  under  consideration  (1)  a form 
of  contract  which  should  be  drafted  and 
accepted  as  a standard  document  for  all 
milk  transactions,  and  (2)  the  best  ways 
available  for  dealing  with  under-sellers  of 
milk.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the  committee 
were  going  much  further  than  societies  were 
piepared  to  follow,  but  if  societies  declined 
to  become  partners  with  this  joint  commit- 
tee,  it  might  be  they  would  find  themselves 
up  nganist  certain  circumstances  very  diffi- 
cult to  overcome. 

. Discussion. 

The  discussion  revealed  a differeuce  of 
opinion  not  only  on  the  question  of  becoming 
partners  with  tlie  joint  committees,  but  also 
on  the  results  that  might  follow  if  the  invi- 
tation was  turned  down. 

Mr.  Pattinson  (Long  Eaton  and  execu- 
tive), for  instance,  asked  what  would  be  the 
position  of  societies  if  all  the  farmers  joined 
tlie  committees  and  they  did  not.  He  was 
of  the  opinion  that  if  they  did  not  go  and 
help  to  fix  prices,  they  would  have  the  prices 
fixed  for  them. 

M,r.  Walch  (Prestwioh),  on  the  other  hand, 
hoped  the  conference  was  going  to  turn  the 
idea  down.  The  local  farmers’  association 
threatened  that  if  the  society  did  not  raise 
tiie  prioe  of  milk,  its  supplies  would  be  cut 
off.  The  society  did  not  raise  its  price,  and 
it  wns  still  getting  its  supplies. 

Mr.  Crowther  (Nelson  and  executive)  said 
the  farmers’  association  nt  Nelson  “ would 
never  dream  of  raising  prices  of  milk  with- 
out coming  to  see  us.” 

Mr.  Jagger  (Fuilsworth)  observed  that  the 
farmers  were  the  people  to  apply  pressure, 
and  “ we  cannot  stop  them.”  Was  it  not 
better,  th or ef ore,  for  societies  to  accept  the 
invitation,  and  thereby  have  a say  m the 
fixing  of  prices? 

Others  taking  part  in  tlie  discussion  in- 
cluded Messrs.  Kitchen  (Liverpool  and  exe- 
cutive), Atherton  (Rndclitfe),  Oldfield 
(Pendleton),  Cheetham  (St.  Helens),  Lyley 
(Leicester),  Kilbourne  (Beswick  and  execu- 
tive), Ogden  (Eccles),  and  Merchant  (Derby). 
Mr.  Winterhottom  (St.  Helens)  moved: 

That  this  moating  is  of  opinion  that  th® 
present  is  not  an  opportune  time  ‘°r 
joining  this  association. 

Mr.  Hargreaves  (Bolton)  seconded  fho 
resolution. 

It  was  agreed  that  each  society  repre- 
sented should  only  have  one  vote,  and  the 
result -of  the  voting  wns  as  follows : °r 

the  resolution^  fourteen;  against,  two. 
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„ K0VEMDF..1  II,  IMS. 


THE  responsibility 

OF  MEMBERS. 


jlR.  NEVILLE’S  PRACTICAL 
ADDRESS. 

Notwithstanding  the  rival  attractions  of 
electioneering,  tliere  was  a good  attendance 
#t  a conferonco  held  by  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society’s  educational  committee  at  Crossway 
Hall,  Now  Kent-road,  S.E.,  on  Saturday 
afternoon.  Mr.  J.  Dickinson  (chairman  of  the 
educational  committee)  presided,  supported 
by  Headomes  Reid,  Tucker,  Webster,  and  Mr. 
p l.  Birch  (members  of  the  educational  com- 
: ^tec).  and  Mr.  J.  Reeves  (educational 

secretary). 

jfr,  \y.  B.  Neville  (secretary  to  the  Royal 
. Arsenal  Society)  gave  a highly  interesting  and 
practical  address  on  “ The  Place  of  the  Member 
| in  the  Organisation  of  Co-operative  Trade.” 
He  wanted,  he  6aid,  to  emphasise  what  he 
believed  to  be  a fact  that  in  their  organisation 
trade  was  of  paramount  importance.  Last 
! year  the  trade  done  by  the  distributive 
1 societies  amounted  to  £221,000,000.  In  1920, 
the  figures  were  £240,000,000.  Thera  was, 
consequently,  a drop  in  the  distributive  trade 
' of  societies  amounting  to  £25,000,000  in  the 
I year.  Whilst  trado  was  falling  and  the 
f receipts  were  contracted  the  expenses  did  not 
8how  a diminution  ; at  least  in  the  first  period 
of  1921.  In  1921,  the  wages  paid  by  the 
’ co-operative  societies,  as  demonstrated  by  the 
' Registrar’s  figures,  were  nearly  £2,000,000 
' higher  than  in  1920,  although  the  trade  had 
dropped  by  £25,000,000.  In  the  surpluses 
disclosed  by  the  societies  there  was  a deficiency 
of  £7,000,000,  as  compared  with  the  previous 

1 year- 

Questions  of  Loyalty. 

Mr.  Neville  proceeded  to  point  out  that  he 
found  a great  difference  between  the  people 
of  the  south  and  the  north  as  regarded  loyalty. 
He  believed  that  if  the  sendee  was  efficient, 
the  quality  and  price  right,  and  the  publicity 
methods  were  satisfactory,  there  would  be 
no  need  to  specially  plead  to  the  members 
to  be  loyal  to  their  own  store.  “ It  is  not  in 
mortals  to  command  success,  but  we  will  do 
more,  deserve  it.”  Many  members  had  no 
real  seuse  of  responsibility.  Thera  was  a great 
need  to  awaken  the  rank  and  file  to  the 
l responsibility  of  tbeir  membership.  If  this 
were  realised  there  would  be  a better  state  of 
affairs  as  regarded  the  trade.  The  general 
trade  per  member  in  1921  of  the  societies 
affiliated  to  the  Co-operative  Union  amounted 
to  18s.  7d.  This  was  not  sufficient  for  the 
movement  as  a whole.  In  the  Royal  Arsenal 
' Society  in  1913  the  average  was  8s.  8$d.  per 
member  per  week.  In  1920,  the  figures  were 
17s.  10Jd.,  and  last  year  on  the  mean  member- 
ship 14s.  3-Jd.  The  grocery  averaged  8s.  4d. 
per  week  per  member,  and  the  butchery  worked 
I out  an  average  of  Is.  9d.  per  week. 

Expecting  the  Impossible. 

Members  had  not  realised  then'  responsibility 
[ of  membership  when  they  failed  to  give  their 
[ full  support  to  the  stores.  Some  of  the 
members  put  their  expectations  too  high. 
They  expected  the  impossible  and  would  give 
I no  credit  when  the  impossible  was  not  obtained, 
f Criticism  was  a very  cheap  commodity  in  the 
1 co-operative  movement.  Whilst  he  wanted 
( the  members  to  have  a great  expectation 
there  should  be  some  sense  of  proportion  with 
it. 

There  was  a brief  discussion  in  which  Messrs. 
Ginns,  White,  Saunders,  Abel,  Butler,  Best 
(Woking),  Stafford,  J.  Reeves,  and  Mrs. 

1 Tucker  took  part ; and  Mr.  Neville  effectively 
1 replied  to  the  points  raised. 

In  the  evening  there  was  a first-class  per- 
' formance  of  the  opera,  “ Les  Cloches  de  Corne- 
^le,"  by  the  Peckliain  Co-operative  Choral 
Society,  supported  by  the  Peckham  co-opera- 
hve  orchestra,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
I W.  G.  Clock. 


THANET'S  step  forward. 

MODEL  BAKERY  OPENED. 

Saturday  was  a day  of  rejoicing  for  the 
■j  0 °f  Tlianet  corporator 8,  who  celebrated 
le  opening,  of  their  new  model  bakery  in 
&>od  style. 

Hie  premises,  built  to  the  plans  of  Mr. 
°nilinson  (C.W.S.  architect),  were  erected 
'ani*  C°Ht  • a^out  £4,000.  The  two  ovens 
r , machinery  were  supplied  by  Messrs. 
\k.er  and  Sons,  London. 

W.  ltigden  (president  of  the  society) 
‘ i'iUfd  the  opening  ceremony  liefore  200 
including  delegates  from  other  soeic- 
'<-«  in  Kent. 

jj'li  Public  tea  was  held  in  the  Fores  ter  s' 
in'  1 mter,  and  the  remainder  of  the  even- 
£ "'ns  spout  with  a most.cnioyublo  social. 


RENT  RESTRICTION 

UNCERTAINTY. 

ADVANTAGES  OF  HOUSE  PURCHASE 

A widespread  anxiety  prevails  as  to  the 
future  of  the  Rent  Restrictions  Act.  At  a 
housing  conference  held  recently  in  Hudders- 
field, several  of  the  speakers  voiced  their 
fears  of  the  consequences  of  the  return  to 
power  of  a reactionary  Government.  The 
Act  is  almost  certain  to  come  to  an  end  sooner 
or  later.  There  is  still  a tremendous  shortage 
of  houses  in  the  country,  and  any  tenant  when 
the  Rent  Restrictions  Act  comes  to  an  end  may 
find  himself  subject  to  a notice  to  quit.  If  a 
tenant  wants  to  protect  himself  and  is  satisfied 
with  the  house  in  which  he  lives  the  best  thing 
ho  can  do  is  to  negotiate  for  purchase  before 
the  Act  terminates.  There  would  then  be  a 
better  prospect  for  getting  the  house  at  a 
reasonable  price.  The  best  channel  for 
achieving  this  object  is  through  a well- 
managed  and  sound  building  society,  such  as 
the  Co-operative  Permanent  Building  Society. 
The  society  affords  the  fullest  facilities  for 
the  tenant  becoming  his  own  landlord  on 
equitable  terms. 

The  society  has  rigidly  stood  out  against 
profiteering  in  houses.  The  houses  arc  valued 
not  upon  the  purchase  money  paid  for  them, 
but  upon  a reasonable  estimate  of  their  pro- 
spective value,  based  upon  a fair  rent.  When 
purchasers  are  asked  an  unreasonable  price 
for  property,  the  society  never  hesitates  to 
tell  them  so.  The  purchasers  are  urged  to 
offer  what  is  considered  a fail1  prico  for  the 
property,  and  if  .they  cannot  get  it  at  that 
price  they  should  try  elsewhere,  and  not 
lend  themselves  to  profiteering.  This  pro- 
fiteering has  been  going  on  and  will  continue 
if  people  allow  themselves  to  be  coerced  into 
paying  unjust  prices.  The  society  has  un- 
doubtedly rendered  a tremendous  service  to 
the  house  purchasers  by  the  policy  adopted. 
Numerous  letters  have  been  received  by  the 
secretary  from  people,  stating  that  as  a result 
of  the  society’s  policy  they  have  been  able  to 
explode  the  false  impression  vendors  some- 
times have  as  to  the  value  of  their  houses. 

Full  details  as  to  the  advantages  offered 
by  the  Co-operative  Permanent  Building 
Society  can  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary, 
22,  Red  Lion-square,  London,  W.C.l.  or  from 
any  of  the  society’s  agents. 


WINCHESTER’S  OPENING 
SOCIAL. 


The  Winchester  Society,  in  common  with 
others,  has  suffered  much  through  the  de- 
pression of  trade,  and  consequently  has  had 
no  funds  for  educational  purposes ; but  it 
can  now  be  said  that  the  outlook  is  brighter 
and  the  education  committee  hope  to  got  to 
work  during  the  winter.  A commencement 
was  made  with  a social  held  in  the  society’s 
new  hall  a few  days  ago.  Nearly  eighty 
people  were  present,  and  a programme  of 
dances  and  musical  items  was  greatly 
enjoyed.  A competition  for  the  best  funny 
storv  told  from  the  platform,  arranged 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Loveland,  created  great 
amusement.  The  first  prize  was  a voucher 
for  5s.,  won  by  Mr.  S.  Harrington  for  ‘‘  The 
Temperance  Lecturer”;  the  second  prize,  a 
voucher  for  2s.  6d.,  was  won  by  Mrs. 
Edwards  for  “Stop,  Stop.”  A sketch, 
entitled  ‘‘The  New  Telephone  Operator,” 
was  also  a great  suoee-ss.  A mock  auction 
of  goods  given  by  members  of  the  education 
committee  greatly  helped  the  funds. 


AN  IMPROVED  POSITION. 


HOW  ROYAL  ARSENAL  SOCIETY 
L STANDS. 

Speaking  at  an  educational  meeting  at 
the  Crosswny  Hall,  on  Saturclay,  Mr.  W. 
B.  Neville  (secretary,  Royal  Arsenal 
Society),  said  be  was  glnd  to  say  that  as 
far  as  the  Royal  Arsennl  Society  was  con- 
cerned they  appeared  to  have  surmounted 
their  difficulties  in  a very  satisfactory  way. 
He  did  not  know  any  society  in  the  country 
which  had  come  through  the  eeonomio 
period  of  the  last  two  years  with  greater 
credit  and  satisfaction  than  their  society. 
(Applause.)  As  one  of  the  chief  officials  of 
the  society,  he  expressed,  without  any 
desire  to  boast  his  gladness,  joy,  and 
inward  satisfaction,  tlint  after  a trying 
period  the  society  had  steered  clear  of  the 
rocks  many  societies  and  organisations  had 
foundered  upon  during  the  last  few  months. 
At  the  moment  they  hnd  nearly  reached 
the  figures  of  lost  year. 


Holding  that  it  was  too  severe,  the 
Court  of  Criminal  Appenl  have  reduced  the 
sentence  of  three  years’  penal  servitude 
passed  on  Alexander  Pottage  for  embezz- 
ling the  money  of  the  Devizes  Society  to 
one  of  twelve  months',  hard  labour. 


ALL-EMBRACING. 

MR.  WATERSON  OUTLINES 

MOVEMENT'S  AIMS. 

Speaking  at  a successful  concert  organised 
by  the  Folkestone  Society  in  the  Town  Hail 
on  Wednesday,  last  week,  Mr.  A.  E.  Water- 
son  said  it  was  the  message  of  co-operation 
that  had  brought  him  to  the  town  of  Folke- 
stone. He  was  quite  sure,  as  far  as  their 
own  society  was  concerned,  that  they  had 
not  had  altogether  what  one  might  term 
fluctuating  progress,  but  it  had  been  rather 
a growth  of  a constant  and  sure  order, 
wlnch;  in  his  judgment,  only  indicated  the 
stability  of  the  society,  and  what  it  could 
achieve  in  the  future.  When  he  saw  their 
membership,  and  compared  it  with  the  popu- 
lation of  Folkestone  and  its  suburbs,  he  was 
glad  to  find,  through  its  organisation  and 
through  its  officials  they  had  seen  the  neces- 
sity of  propaganda  work,  and  so  increasing 
the  membership.  A turnover  of  £250,000 
and  a membership  of  4,878  was  certainly  a 
call  upon  them  ns  individuals  to  increase  the 
membership  and  to  increase  the  sales  of  the 
society,  in  order  that  the  society,  through 
its  larger  turnover,  should  have  the  neces- 
sary finances  to  cany  out  all  the  spheres  of 
co-operation. 

A Spirit  of  Fellowship. 

The  co-operative  movement  embraoed  rich 
and  poor,  high  and  low,  learned  or  ignorant. 
They  hnd  a desire  not  merely  to  help  them- 
selves, but  to  foster  a spirit  of  common 
fellowship.  Their  movement  handed  out 
the  spirit  of  fellowship  in  order  that  human 
life  could  bo  uplifted,  so  that  they  should 
not  have  a social  order  of  increased  wealth 
on  one  hand  and  squalor  on  the  other.  The 
co-operntive  movement  was  an  economic 
organisation  as  well  as  a social  institution. 
To  the  men  who  looked  out  on  the  world 
from  the  point  of  the  economist  their  great 
movement  exemplified  the  possibility  of  a 
new  economic  order.  Having  such  objects 
in  view,  they  were  capable  of  revolutionising 
the  old  social  order,  and  substituting  a sys- 
tem of  society  that  would  be  ‘‘Each  for 
All,  and  All  for  Each.”  (Applause.)  They 
said  without  fear  or  heftiitatjon  chat 
the  co-operative  movement  was  the  only 
business  in  the  country  which  had  a human 
soul.  If  the  society  was  out  of  existence  in 
the  town,  it  would  be  worth  a quarter-of-a- 
niillion  to  their  opponents,  who  recognised 
that  the  turnover  would  be  a good  interest 
to  them  in  the  years  to  come.  _ 

Mr.  Waterson  concluded  bv  analysing  the 
figures  dealing  with  the  trade  and  member- 
ship of  the  Folkestone  Society,  and  appeal- 
ing to  the  members  to  increase  their  trade 
by  an  extra  shilling  per  week. 

Mr.  L.  Pilcher  (president  of  the  local 
society)  occupied  the  chair. 


NOT  A NEW  PROPOSAL. 


SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 


Mu.  H.  E.  WiTAnn,  a co-operator  who  is 
standing  as  a Labour  candidate  for 
Norwich,  began  life  ns  a cabin  boy  on  a 
li siring  boat. 

Mr.  J.  L.  JW.  Aslihy  (New  Cross)  has 
won  the  M'Leotl  Scholarship  offered  by  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society,  which  entitles*  him 
to  a year’s  residence  and  tuition  at  Ruskin 
College,  Oxford. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Golightly  (C.W.S.)  will  open 
the  joint  exhibition  of  co-operative  pro- 
ductions which  is  to  be  held  in  the  Camber- 
well Baths  from  November  25th  to 
December  2nd. 

Miss  Catherine  Webb  will  conduct  a one- 
day’s  school  at  Ruskin  House,  Croydon,  on 
Thursday,  the  16th  inst.,  when  she  will 
speak  on  11  The  Application  of  Co-opera- 
tion to  Benevolent  Purposes.” 

The  question  of  a revision  of  wages  has 
been  the  subject  of  negotiations  between 
the  Reading  Society  and  the  N.A.U.S.A., 
and  the  staff  are  now  considering  the  pro- 
posals made.  Ah  award  has  been  made  by 
the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and 
Co-operators  in  regard  to  the  matters  in 
dispute  between  the  Parkstone  and  Bourne- 
mouth Society  and  the  N.A.  U.S. 

At  the  Parish  Hall,  Reigate,  on  Monday 
evening,  a concert-meeting  was  held  in  con- 
nection with  tiie  local  society.  Mr.  R. 
Hibberd  (secretary  to  the  Southern  Sec- 
tion) delivered  an  address  cai  the  wider 
aspect  of  co-operation,  illustrating  his 
remarks  by  some  apt  references  to  associated 
effort  in  the  animal  world.  There  was  a 
large  and  appreciative  audience. 

Mr.  Frank  Smith,  the  Labour  candidate 
for  West  Birmingham,  Mr.  Austen  Cham- 
berlain’s seat,  is  a member  of  the  Tooting 
Men's  Guild  and  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society.  Many  co-operators  at  Woolwich 
are  likely  to  support  the  two  Labour  candi- 
dates, Mr.  Harry  Snell  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Shep- 
pard. Mr.  Snell  is  a sound  supporter  cr 
co-operation,  whilst  Mr.  Sheppard  is  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s 
management  committee. 

The  Dartford  Society  has  recently 
received  messages  of  grateful  thanks  from 
the  officers  of  the  Nursing  Associations  in 
the  districts  of  Dartford,  Swanley,  Green- 
hithe,  and  Crayford  for  the  surgical  and 
nursing  appliances  recently  sent  to  these 
organisations.  The  Dartford  section  re- 
ceived appliances  to  the  value  of  £25^  and 
the  others  £5  each,  this,  together  with  a 
tablet  erected  in  the  Co-operative  Hall  at 
a cost  of  £125,  and  twelve  bed-tables  pre- 
sented to  the  Livingstone  Cottage  Hospi- 
tal, completed  the  society’s  memorial  to 
tbeir  employees,  five  in  number,  who  made 
the  great  sacrifice. 


MR.  RIDDLE'S  CAPITAL  REDEMPTION 
SUGGESTIONS  DISCUSSED. 

A conference  of  representatives  of 
societies  in  the  Oxford  District,  was  held 
at  the  Palmer  Institute,  Reading,  on 
Saturday.  The  attendance  was  not  up  to 
the  usual  standard,  attributable  probably 
to  electioneering  activities  and  also  another 
gathering  in  the  same  meeting-place,  at 
which  Mr.  Bernard  Shaw  was  speaking  to 
the  Labour  Party.  Mr.  Wooldridge 
(president  of  Reading  Society)  occupied 
the  chair. 

Collective  Capital. 

Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (sectional  secretary),  in 
a very  able  and  instructive  manner,  intro- 
duced Mr.  Riddle's  Congress  paper  for 
discussion.  He  thought  it  essential  that 
members  of  societies  should  concentrate 
attention  on  the  question  of  finance.  There 
was  much  in  the  paper  that  met  with 
general  approval,  but  certain  propositions 
had  raised  a storm  of  criticism.  It  wAs 
unreasonable  to  assume  that  proposals  for 
reform  would  find  immediate  acceptance. 
There  was  need  for  full  consideration  and 
discussion  before  new  methods  were 
adopted  by  societies.  But  they  should  not 
look  upon  capital  redemption  ns  an  entirely 
now  proposal.  A system  of  liberal  depre- 
ciation made  largely  for  colleotively-owued 
capital,  and  collective  ownership  was  a 
feature  of  some  French  and  Belgian  socie- 
ties. Municipalities  and  Governments,  by 
means  of  smiting  funds,  also  made  for 
collective  rather  than  individual  (bond  or 
loan  holding)  ownership. 

Mr.  Hibberd  quoted  proposals  contained 
in  a pamphlet  issued  by  the  C.W.S.  Bank, 
also  suggestions  made  by  the  late  Mr.  J. 
C.  Gray,  who  recommended  that  a propor- 
tion of  the  surpluses  of  trading  be  ren- 
dered into  “transferable  shares.”  Ho  was 
of  opinion  that  slight  sacrifices  of  present 
dividends  in  order  to  increase  collective 
capital  would  eventually  result  in  lessened 
interest  charges  and  expenses,  with  in- 
creased trade  and  greater  returns  in  the 
shape  of  surpluses. 

Questions  and  a short  discussion 
followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Biggs  (SlougliL 
Horrobin  (Oxford),  Mascord  (Banbury), 
took  part.  Mr.  Hibberd  was  cordially 
thanked  for  his  masterly  handling  of  the 
subject.  -== 

A one-day's  school  lma  been  arranged  to 
be  held  at  Peckham  by  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society’s  educational  committee  on  Novem- 
ber 18th,  when  Mr.  W.  B.  Neville  will 
speak  on  “ Co-operation  and  International 
Finance,”  and  Mr.  J.  Reeves  will  deal  with 
” Co-operation  and  Publicity.” 


Mr.  D.  Mason  (educational  secretary  of 
the  Enfield  Highway  Society)  addressed  a 
meeting  of  the  organised  unemployed  in 
the  Co-operative  Hall  \on  Tuesday  of  last 
week.  Mr.  J.  J.  Ball  occupied  the  chair, 
and  there  was  a crowded  attendance.  The 
speaker  advocated  a policy  of  national 
ownership  of  the  prime  mononolies  with 
control  of  profits  and  prices.  There  must 
be  some  attempt  made  to  solve  the 
problem  along  the  lines  of  economic  and 
political  reforms,  with  the  view  of  securing 
an  effective  and  equitable  redistribution  of 
the  products  of  industry.  In  striving  for 
this  solution,  co-operation  would  play  a 
great  part,  as  it  represented  an  organisa- 
tion of  consumers  who  were  not  out  for 
profit,  but  for  well-being. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 

Beccles. — At  the  quarterly  meeting  on 
November  1st  the  large  hall  of  the  Adult 
School  was  filled,  notwithstanding  the  very 
inclement  weather  outside.  The  general 
secretary  (Mr.  R.  B.  Snowdon)  read  the 
statement  of  accounts  for  the  past  quarter. 
These  occasioned  little  comment,  as  under 
existing  circumstances  the  members  were 
well  pleased  that  a surplus  of  Is.  6d.  in  the 
pound  was  recommended.  The  president 
(Mr.  G.  Lincoln)  said  the  committee  had 
every  reason  to  congratulate  the  members 
on  the  turnover  of  £23,238  for  the  past 
quarter  not  that  they  were  altogether 
satisfied,  for  they  were  out  for  more  trade, 
but  with  the  decreased  wages  and  short- 
time  the  determination  of  tlicir  committee 
was  to  keep  prices  as  low  as  possible.  The 
branch  at  Bungay  was  nearing  completion. 
The  educational  committee's  recommenda- 
tion that  half-fees  of  members’  children 
attending  evening  continuation  classes 
should  be  paid  from  the  educational  fund 
account  was  approved.  The  two  retiring 
members  of  the  committee  (Councillor 
Reeve  and  Mr.  C.  Robinson)  were  re- 
elected. 


“SECRETARIES  AT  SHORNELLS.” 


The  arrangements  for  the  gathering  of 
Southern  Secretaries  at  ” Shornells,  ’ the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society's  educatijual  centre, 
are  practically  complete.  On  Monday, 
December  4tli,  Miss  Tappon,  13  A Loiirloii 
School  of  Economice,  and  Mr.  M Dona  Id  ^ of 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Joynson-Hioks  and  Go., 
the  well-known  firm  of  solicitors,  are  the 
lecturers  in  economics  and  law  respectively. 
Full  details  are  likely  to  be  in  the  hands  of 
secretaries  this  week. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 

THE  ELEVENTH  HOUR. 

WHAT  TO  DO  : WHAT  NOT  TO  DO.  REMEMBER  THE 
BALLOT-BOX  IS  SECRET. 


Wb  have  reached  tlie  eleventh  hour,  when 
The  happiness  and  prosperity  of  every  co- 
operator  and  worker  is  at  stake,  .when  the 
call  of  little  children  to  a right  to  livo  in 
safety  and  comfort  will  be  ignored  or  heard 
within  the  next  three  days. 

The  heedless  sacrifice  of  hundreds  of 
lives  will  be  adequately  revealed  if  the  elec- 
torate chooses  a reactionary  Government. 

All  our  readers  must 
have  realised  by  now 
that  the  family  hearth 
is  the  place  where  poli- 
ties and  political  actions 
are  mrst  felt. 

But  there  are  thou- 
sands upon  thousands  of 
other  women  who  regard 
political  affairs  as 
London  concerns,  having 
no  bearing  whatever 
upon  the  ordinary 
routine  of  an  ordinary 
life. 

There  is  an  enormous 
untried,  doubtful  polling  strength  that  will 
poll  straight  if  it  can  once  lie  got  to  ihe 
ballot-box  on  Wednesday,  November  loth. 

On  this  the  progressive  vote  is  lost  every 
time. 

By  now,  every  voting  register  should  be 
properly  marked  up  in  definite  colour, 
slicwing  supporters,  dcubtfuls,  removals  or 
dead,  and  against. 

Concentrate  on  removals  and  doubtfuls. 
Visit  and  re-visit  them. 

Remember  elections  are  not  won  by 
attending  public  meetings.  They  are  won 
on  doorsteps. 

And  mafie  believe  all  the  lime  that  your 
candidate  will  top  the  poll. 

Avoid  like  the  plague  nil  grssiping  in  com- 
mittee rooms.  Speculating  on  possible 
results  will  never  win  a victory. 

Don’t  think  the  other  side  is  not  at  Work. 

Reactionaries  work  secretly  and  never 
relax  until  the  polling-booth  doors  are 
c-lcsed . 


LET  “ Fight  to  the 
finish  tf  be  your 
slogan,  and  if  you  have 
truly  fought  until  the  last 
minute,  victory  or  failure 
will  find  you  with  a clear 
conscience  and  a satisfac- 
tion that  you  have  done 
your  part. 


Urge  every  wife  to  have  her  husband’s 
tea  ready  the  moment  he  readies  home.  If 
he  wants  to  change  before  voting  ask  her  to 
get  his  clothes  and  shoos  in  readiness. 
Lace  up  his  shoes,  if  necessary.  Make  sure 
lio  polls. 

Keep  in  dose  touch  with  your  own  agent. 
Inform  him  at  once  of  any  illegal  practice 
the  other  side  may  make.  Watch  every 
bill.  See  that  the  name 
of  the  printer  is  at  the 
foot,  and  that  the  name 
of  the  election  agent  is 
published. 

Watch  the  numbers  of 
any  car  opponents  use; 
note  them.  Informa- 

tion may  prove  invalu- 
able after  the  election  is 
over.  All  cars  must  be 
lent,  not  hired. 

Show  bills  and  colour^ 
in  every  conceivable  way. 
— , — — , — » — , — — , — r-  Get  the  women  to 

poll  early.  Invalids 

can  often  be  induced  to  make  big  efforts  if 
a sufficiently  enthusiastic  supporter  visits 
them.  Take  a travelling  rug  with  you  for 
such  eases,  and  he  prepared  to  let  them  take 
it  leisurely.  On  no  account  hustle  a voter 
of  this  nature. 

There  should  be  a cheekor  in  every  polling- 
booth.  Tliis  is  the  only  way  to  keep  an 
accurate  record  of  what  is  happening. 

Back  streets  should  be  carefully  watched. 

Notice  whether  any  undue  influence  is 
brought  to  bear  on  an  elector  and  report  at 
onoo  to  the  election  agent. 

Above  all  fight  straight,  fair,  and  clean. 
Abuse  of  the  opponent  is  mean  and  futile 


There  are  now  127  Guild  branches  in  the 
Yorkshire  Section,  with  a membership  of 
nearly  5,500.  Twenty-seven  members  are 
on  management  committees  and  forty-nine 
on  educational  committees.  The  section 
numbers  among  its  members  four  town  coun- 
cillors, twenty  Poor-Law  Guardians,  a ml  five 
Justices  of  the  Peace. 


WOMEN  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

HOUSEWIVES  AND  MOTHERS  OF  MIDDLE  EUROPE  PLEAD 
YOUR  HELP. 


VOTE  AGAINST  CAPITALISM  AND  MILITARISM. 


We  have  received  a lengthy  letter  from  Frau  Emmy  Freundlich,  the  president 
of  the  Women's  International  Committee  of  our  Co-operative  Guild,  from 
which  we  make  the  following  extracts,  which  we  gladly  publish.  “ i hope  with 
all  my  power,"  writes  Frau  Freundlich,  “ that  you  will  have  good  results  with 
the  elections  i.n  Great  Britain,  because  the  whole  progress  of  tho  world  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  co-operators  in  Great  Britain.”— [En..  "Women’s 
Pages.”] 

Ix  all  European  countries  there  is  misery,  and  thousands  of  families  are  experiencing 
hunger  and  no  work. 

The  greatest  crimes  of  the  last  few  years  have  been  the  war  and  the  Peace  Treaties, 
and  the  forces  of  capitalism  are  never  right  unless  pitting  class  against  class,  while  the 
common  people,  who  have  not  learnt  to  think  in  their  own  Interests,  believe  all  that  the 
ruling  classes  say.  It  was  through  capitalism  that  the  world  came  to  a breakdown,  and  this 
will  cost  the  last  reserves  of  economical  life.  We  can  see  the  miseries*,  we  havo  now,  but 
if  capitalism  does  not  lose  its  power,  there  will  be  more  misery  and  greater  privation.  We 
housewives  in  Middle  Europe  have  also  suffered  much  hunger,  and  wo  have  seen  our 
children  and  young  people  starve.  We  have  one  hope  and  one  wish:  That  the  housewives 
of  Great  Britain  will  help  the  whole  world  by  returning  a Labour  Government.  We  hope 
.that  all  our  co-operative  friends  will  be  elected  in  the  new  Parliament.  We  have  house- 
, wives  and  Labour  women  in  our  own  Parliament. 

The  women  of  Great  Britain  cannot  realise  the  great  responsibility  they  have  in  voting 
for  a new  Government-.  Never  was  there  so  great  a responsibility.  Should  the  reac- 
tionaries come  to  power,  there  will  he  new  burdens  of  reparation  for  Germany ; and  a real 
capitalistic  Government  in  Austria.  We  shall  only  have  help  from  foreign  loans  and  if  we 
do  what  international  capitalism  wants,  there  will  soon  be  a collapse  in  Germany,  ami  a 
fresh  revolution  in  Middle  Europe  like  wiiat  has  taken  place  in  Italy. 

Meanwhile,  the  terrors  of  militarism  and  capitalism  have  taken  from  the  French 
rail  way  men  the  eight-hour  day.  The  only  people  who  can  do  anything  which  will  help 
to  better  the  situation  in  Europe  are  the  British,  and  the  duty  of  the  people  there  is 
to  help.  Only  when  the  British  people  do  their  duty  by  voting  against  capitalistic  and 
reactionary  influences  will  there  bo  a better  situation  in  the  world  generally.  All  the 
housewives  in  Middle  Europe  hope  that  our  sisters  in  Great  Britain  will  be  the  saviours 
of  the  world;  that  the  mothers  in  Great  Britain  will  help  all  mothers  in  the  whole  world. 

Only  one  duty  lies  before  the  women  of  Britain : To  vote  against  the  forces  of 
capitalism,  and  where  possible  for  all  Go-operative  and  Labour  candidates. 


The  Reading  Guild  now  meets  weekly,  on 
Thursdays,  at  the  Workers’  Hall,  King's- 
road.  Correspondence  to  be  addressed  to 
the  new  secretary,  Mrs.  Morse,  80,  Edgehill- 
street,  Reading. 

On  account  of  the  publicity  given  this 
week  to  election  interests,  we  are  obliged 
t'9  hold  over  letters  and  many  news  items. 


Sixty-five  members  have  joined  the 
Hertford  Guild  since  April.  Mrs.  Martin 
and  Mrs.  Dyke  continue  as  secretaries. 
The  educational  programme  has  been  con- 
tinued throughout  the  summer.  Last 
month  a course  of  lectures  commenced 
to  be  delivered  by  the  district  nurse,  and 
a collection  oif  soap  and  old  clothing  was 
made  for  the  Russian  Relief  Committee. 


FROM  THE  BATTLE  LINES. 

WOMEN’S  WORK  IN  THE  CONSTITUENCIES. 


Women  need  to  have  clear  heads  this 
month,  and  will  need  to  shoulder  their  re- 
sponsibilities. True,  there  are  few  if  any 
"slackers"  amongst  our  co-operative 
women,  especially  amongst  those  we  have 
visited  during  the  week-end.  They  have  a 
very  different  story  to  tell  from  that  at  the 
last  General  Election. 

" For  two  wretched  years,"  said  one.  " we 
women  have  scon  our  husbands  out  of  work' 
and  heard  our  children  wail  for  food.  There 
can  never  be  a silver  lining  to  the  dark 
cloud  until  there  is  a change  of  Government. 
And  to-day  we  women  demand  a thiyng}!.” 

"I -consider  every,  woman  should  vote  for 
one  of  her  own  sex,  if  possible,  this  election. 
Men  have  made  a hopeless  muddle  of 
things.” 

More  women  am  needed  in  Parliament; 
women  of  the  right  kind,  of  course. 

Will  the  woman  of  the  leisured  classes 
study  the  interests  of  the  working  woman 
any  more  than  her  husband  has  (lore  ,J 


WOMEN  OF  BRITAIN  SAY  "GO 

AND  VOTE  

Cooperative 


The  People  v.  The  Plutocrats. 
Every  vote  for  wealthy  interests  means 
more  unemployment,  more  slums, 
more  misery,  more  degradation,  more 
sweating. 


Thus  have  spoken  some  of  the  women 
interviewed. 

Co-operative  women  are  nobly  tackling  the 
duties  cf  canvassers.  One  said,  “I  lore 
the  work.  It  is  such  an  education.” 

Another  is  devoting  these  days  n week  to 
canvassing  for  the  Co-operative  candidate. 
” This  election  will  be  won  by  canvassing,” 
ghe  said. 

“ What  are  women’s  chief  points  in  this 
election?”  we  asked  one  canvasser. 

” They  want  a real  anti-waste  policy. 
-Their  blood  boils  when  they  read. that  two 
large  schr.ols  have  closed  down  owing  to 
fever  because  the  vitality  and  stamina  cf 
the  children  is  lower  than  during  the  w ir.” 

The  work  in  tho  King's  Norton  consti- 
tuency began  in  earnest  on  Saturday  last. 
Meanwhile,  Mrs.  Barton  and  her  assistants 
have  addressed  many  cottage  and  public 
meetings  daily,  and  for  those  nob  able  to 
undertake  public  speaking  there  has  been 
much  clerical  work.  Many  more  helpers 
will  be  needed  when  the  house-to-house 
canvassing  starts  on  Friday  this  week,  and 
until  the  canvassing  has  been  completed 
it  would  be  difficult  to  gauge  accurately 
Mrs.  Barton’s  chances.  But  at  the  time 
of  writing  (Tuesday)  they  appear  to  be 
good,  and  if  all  who  are  on  her  side  will 
work  with  tho  same  hopefulness  and  tire- 
less energy  ns  the  candidate  there  will  be 
little  doubt  of  the  result. 

Among  those  working  hard  to  get  Mrs. 
Barton  returned  to  Parliament  on  Novem- 
ber 15th  are  Mrs.  Ferguson  (an  ex-presi- 
dent of  the  Women's  Guild),  Mrs.  Prosser 
(the  present  president),  Miss  Enfield  (the 
general  secretary),  Mrs.  Close  (Central 
Committee),  Lady  Mabel  Smith  (County 
Councillor  for  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire), Mrs.  Moore  (London),  Mrs.  Cottrell 
(C.W.S.  hoard),  Mrs.  Dewsbury  (National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society),  and  Miss 


who  have  undertaken  strenuous 
campaigns 


Linda  Barton.  Members  of  the  lorn]  r i. 
branches  are  also  giving  very  valuable  ),e] 

Mrs.  Alexander,  the  wife  of  Mr  o 
ander,  the  Co-operative  candidate  rontle' 
ing  Hillsborough,  is  very  busy  boldin' 
special  meetings  of  women  electors  at  n-v,;.? 
she  takes  the  chair,  and  her  hus|Jfj  * 
speaks:  and  along  with  Mrs.  Mercer  and' 
Mrs.  Perry,  the  wives  of  the  Co-oner-, 
candidates  for  the  Moss  Side  Division  of 
Manchester  and  Stockport  respectively,  Mm 
Alexander  is  publishing  a special  i A i r r 
the  women  electors. 

Not  only  have  the  candidates  bad  the  heln 
of  their  wives,  who  have  visited  guilds  omen 
and  women  workers  in  their  homes,  having 
heart  to  heart  talks  with  them,  but  all  threi 
have  also  had  the  help  of  local  guildswomen 
*”i  1 "*  1 ' * * massing  >. 

In  the  Moss  Side  Division,  nearly  150 
women  from  the  various  guilds  in  tlie  dis- 
trict are  helping  Mr.  Mercer,  and  with  the 
coming  of  Mrs.  Ferguson  (Northern  Sec- 
tional secretary),  cottage  and  street  meet- 
ings were  arranged  from  Wednesday  last 

At  Stockport,  Mrs.  Dora  Taylor,  the 
woman  organiser  .for  the  division,’  has 
spoken  at  women's  evening  meetings.  n«e 
again  local  guildswomen  are  on  tlie  war 
path,  assisting  financially  by  arranging 
small  American  teas  in  their 'own  homes. 
One  woman  was  able  to  hand  over  to  the 
election  agent  in  her  constituency  £2  10s. 
raised  in  this  way. 

But  cottage  and  street  meetings  have 
ranked  only  second  in  value  to  door-to-door 
canvassing. 

Writing  on  Tuesday,  we  are  able  to  state 
that  our  women  in  this  division  .have  their 
plans  of  campaign  well  outlined,  and  are 
experiencing  the  old-time  election  fever. 
Mrs.  Blair  (late  Central  Committee  mem- 
ber) arrived  on  Monday,  and  is  enmurnged 
by  the  women’s  desire  for  a c-h.uige'of 
Government,  and  how  they  will  mily  he 
satisfied  with  one  which  applies  1 lie  prin- 
ciples of  co-operation  to  State  .1  Hairs. 
Mrs.  Dewsbury  (the  Guild  ex-president) 
conies  later  iu  the  week,  and  a large 
number  of  volunteer  guilds  women  are  being 
organised  for  canvnsaiug. 

Already,  from  early  morn  to  dusk  the 
women  have  been  out  every  day  do:ng  door- 
to-door  canvassing,  no- matter  the  Leather. 
Meetings  have  been  held  every  evening  in 
tlie  various  wards,  when  “ The  Woman* 
with  the  Basket  ” has  been  the  topic  of 
speech. 

“If  only  our  men  helpers  were  a-  enthu- 
siastic as  the  women,  our  candid. .i.-  would 
have  an  .easy  walk-over,”  said  Mr.  l’erry's 
election  agent.  Here  about  I'11  guihls- 

women  (for  the  most  part  are  t"1. king- 
undertaking  canvassing  and  cou.ee  meet-, 
ings.  “The  Bugbear  in  the  Cup]  I is 
the  title  of  a pamphlet  which  lm-  < mated, 
an  impression.  This  shows  how  1 a of  a 
small  bill  of  3s.  5d.,  Is.  4d.  i>  t !:  :i  in  tax 
by  the  Government. 

Unfortunately,  Mre.  Perry  i-  unable, 
through  illngss,  to  be  present  wjih  her 
husband  during  his  campaign,  but  -he  1ms 
urged  women  to  vote  only  for  those  1 lodged 
to  a policy  which  will  divert  the  noaltli  of 
tlie  country  spent  in  the  past  in  destruc- 
tion to  beautify  and  build  life.  Tin  women 
in  the  poorest*  parts  of  the  town  are  most 
enthusiastic  for  the  Co-operative  mmlid.ite. 

Kettering  Guild  members  are  working  hard 
for  Mr.  Water  son,  remembering  bow  lie  has 
helped  them  in  regard  to  their  sons'  pen- 
sions. One  of  Mr.  Waterson’s  nomination 
papers  was  entirely  filled  by  women. 

Cambridge  guildswomen  make  t!><?  'ppoal 
that  trnde  unionists  and  co-operators  in  tho 
Chelmsford  Division  will  help  in  securing  tJie 
return  to  Parliament  of  Councillor  Mrs.  *-• 
D.  Racliham,  J.P.,  Labour  candidate  for  the 
division,  and  president  of  the  CninDnugo 
Guild. 


DOWN  WITH 

COMPETITION. 

ELECTION  MESSAGE  FROM  REGINA. 


Dear  Madam,-  I am  always  so  full  of  en- 
thusiasm after  rending  our  “ Women’s 
Pages”  and  ‘‘Woman’s  Outlook,"  that  I 
feel  I must  write  you. 

I think  not  being  able  to  take  an  active 
part  in  the  work  impels  one  to  think  more, 
or  is  it  that  I am  now  using  a telescope 
in  place  of  a microscope? 

At  any  rate,  in  fur-off  Regina  hero  I sit 
just  wishing  for  an  opportunity  to  take  up 
my  tools  in  the  great  movement  once  more. 
Nearly  three  years  ago  I ram©  out  here, 
and  my  hope  then  was  that  the  movement, 
profiting  by  the  bitter  lessors  of  war  time, 
would  nee  Iiow  imperative  is  the  call  to  take 
a band  in  the  governing  of  the  country,  not 
merely  as  the  " big  interests"  have  always 
dene  * as  the  power  bshind  Parliament,  but 
openly  on  local  governing  bodies,  on  ad- 
ministrative councils,  for.  after  all,  tlie  suc- 
cess of  legislation  usually  lies  in  adminis- 
tration, and,  of  course,  in  Parliament  itself. 
Naturally,  one  always  allowed  for  disunity, 
not  only  in  tlie  ranks,  but  even  among  the 
elect;  that  is  human  nature  as  it  has  been 
developed  under  competitive  conditions. 


So  looking  back  over  tlie  events  of  tlj?. 
three  years,  one  may  bo  excused  for  fcehUB 
more  than  a little  optimistic  in  regard 
the  future,  even  amid  present  difficulties. 

Slumps  have  occurred.  “ Such  things 
must  be  after  a famous  victory.”  Tnidenn 
been  disorganised;  of  course  it  has . x. 
workers  had  been  so  split  up  and  divided 
the  capitalistic  effort  to  moke  wealth  out 
the  nation’s  extremity,  profiteering  l|atl  j 


coma  so  rnmoant  that  its  evil  presence 


lnuwBuw  was  felt  everywhere. 
meat — that  dreadful  bane  of  tlie 
more  prevalent  than  even  in  the  early  «•- 
of  this  century,  when  things  appeared  to 
as  bad  as  they  could  be,  set-backs  in.'r„- 
lnfion;  wilful  breaking  of  war-time ' 
to  the  men  and  women  who  gave  all;  h 
ing  conditions  worse;  educations-  n“ 
tages  still  withheld;  aspirations  made  •>  t, 
less;  11.53d  even  the  children  to  be  sacri 
to  greed  ! . 

It  is  indeed  time  to  stir  m 1 on‘ 
vigorous  earnest;  pull  together,  a'l'i  A 
on  pulling;  have  faith  in  yourselves  • j 
justify  it.  May  the  General  Election 
co-operators  ready  to  do  their  share  1“ busi- 
ting  competitive  Government  out  or  ^ 
ness;  may  the  workers  unite  in  the  ^ ffe 
interests  to  carry  on  the  country, 
will  these  things,  they  must  come  t°  L. 

Here’s  one  who  is  willing  with  ‘ 
power  of  heart  and  mind.  r 

Regina,  Saak.  Fannie  M.  *-1' 


Unomploy* 
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I fcg  PAGES; 

THIS  ARMISTICE  DAY  ! OUR  SACRED 

CHARGE. 


MAY  OUR  PATRIOTISM  BE  GREATER  THAN  EVER. 


| jut  US  MAKE  THE  WORLD  SECURE  AGAINST  WAR. 


Two  minutes’  silence ! Before  our  eyes 
r ‘^s  the  greut  procession  of  our  “ dearest 
, Jud  our  best.”  and  throat  lumps  and  tears 
I rouimiiigl*’-  "'Idle  hearts  are  rent. 

[ TVeiity-live  years  or  so  ago  the  mother 
girokoneil  to  her  baby’s  first  call,  when 
I jho  registered  her  glad  “ Te  Deuni  ” on 
I jug  norm  lips.  Night  and  day  the  many 
f elementary  wants  of 
I Iftbr  have  been  sup- 
fjiell,  and  a constant 
I vigil  lias  been  kept. 

( Meanw  hile,  h a P p y 
finiles,  caresses,  lisps  ot 
\ love,  were  the  only 
J icnard  during  these 
| enrlv  years,  the  joy  of 
parenthood  being  sealed 
|{7  the  little  one's  de- 
votion to  those  who, 
then  utterly  helpless, 

! kept  the  hie  of  life 
I alight.  , 

I No"  memory  awakens 
l thought  and  works  re- 
‘ nurse les sly.  The  first 
I steps  and  the  little 
[ 'choc;  are  remembered, 
mid  the  beginning  of 
I yfe  at  hool  stands  out  in  tears,  ae  just 
when  adolescence  and  early  manhood  are 
reached,  the  youth  shoulders  the  difficul- 
ties of  a work-a-day  world. 

} Then  came  the  battle-cry  o>f  1914 — a call 
' for  voutli  aud  strength — demanding  the 
j spending  of  that  young  life  (Jint  _ never 
, asked  for  existence.  Days  pass.  It  is  only 
possible  to  live  one  day  at  a time,  for  grim 
I death  awaits  every  passing  hour.  Hope 

8l  rang  eternally,  hut  fear  more  frequently 
jtted  it  out.  The  nights  were  endless 


REMEMBER  1 

WAR  has  destroyed  young  life 
in  many  countries. 

WAR  has  brought  misery  and 
suffering  to  thousands.  • 
WAR  has  produced  unemploy- 
ment and  poverty. 

Question  your  Candidates  on 
these  points. 

Give  your  VOTE  to  the  on*  who 
gives  the  most  satisfactory  answers 


and  merciless.  The  sign-posts  of  pro- 
gress from  babyhood  to  fair  adolescence 

and  young  manhood  are  vainly  retraced. 
And  at  last  the  bomb  falls.  Tlio  wire 
comes.  Your  boy  is  dead — killed. 

All  this  is  ifour  years  old.  and  more,  hut 
the  sore  is  still  gaping.  It  has  neither 
healed  nor  knit  together.  The  fairest 

scenes  are  darkened 
because  of  that  young 
life  gone  “ \YesL-’v 
Hair  is  greyer. 
Empty  chairs  still 
speak.  The  hearts-of 
the  mothers  of  the 
country  are  still  rent 
with  sorrow  such  as 
they  alone  clln  know, 
for  it  was  they  who 
touched  the  very  fringe 
of  death  so  that  these 
lives  might  he. 

Two  minutes’  silence  1 
A dipping  into  what 
“might  have  been.” 
But  in  the  “ Western  ’’ 
land  young  lives  are 
needed.  Little  children, 
old  men  and  women, 
young  and  middle-aged,  all  dwell  on  the 
material  planet.  Maybe,  the  land  beyond 
was  lacking  in  young  life. 

Be  that  as  it  may.  Unkiio- 
warriors  must  needs  live  for  their 

country.  Patriotism  must  be  a greater 

thing  than  ever  before.  It  must 
he  a call  to  “ abundant  life.”  To  those 
who  have  suffered*  we  “ raise  our  hats.” 
To  the  youth  of  our  nation  we  needs  must 
hand  out  security  from  future  wars.  It  i 
a sacred  charge  this  Armistice  Day  1 


WHY  CLOSE  OUR  OWN 
STORES  ? 


CANVASS  LAPSED 

MEMBERS. 


WHILE  PLEADING  FOR  MORE  TRADE 
AND  LOYALTY. 


, The  half-yearly  conference  of  the  Oxford 
district  was  held  at  Chipping  Norton  last 
week,  when  Mrs.  Hunt  extended  the  wel- 
come, and  Mrs.  Tucker  (Swindon)  occupied 

the  chair. 

Airs.  Tucker  (Abbey  Wood)  addressed 
the  conference  on  “ The  Joint  Trade  Cam- 
paign.' Every  penny,  she  said,  spent  at 
outside  ■-bops  was  barring  the  progress  of 
the  movement-. 

Hr-.  Taylor  (Reading)  referred  to  the 
fact  that  questions  were  being  raised 
to-day  as  to  co-operative  shops  being 
closed  while  others  were  open.  Yet  the 
object  of  the  joint  trade  campaign  was  in- 
creased loyalty. 

Hr-.  Tucker  (Abbey  Wood)  was  keen  on 
facilities  being  given  to  employees  to  study 
co-operative  (subjects  during  working  hours. 

Mrs.  Earn  (Oxford)  said  that  through 
discus  ion  in  the  guild-room  one  society 
which  stocked  a large  stock  of  private 
taker's  soap  had  been  compelled  to  replace 
tbh  by  that  of  C.W.S.  production. 

Mrs,  Herbert  (Banbury)  said  tbe  mid- 
day and  early  closing  at  night  caused 
staunch  co-operators  to  spend  their  money 
liutside  the  society. 


the  multiple  menace. 


The  Bristol  and  Somerset  District  c'on- 
fereuce  was  held  at  Southville,  the  other 
Jfeek.  Mr.  Cox  (educational  secretary  of 
we  Bristol  Society)  spoke  on  “ The  Menace 
°*  the  Multiple  Shop  and  Combines.”  The 
®nltipl<?  nIiojw  held  out  many  allurements 
jjnd  their  windows  were  always  attractive, 
the  multiple  shops  were  alive  to  women’s 
j JMty  and  ivere  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
Fau'  them  away  from  their  stores.  Speak- 
tog  generally,  the  trade  of  this  country  was 
?°'’Cri|ed  by  five  large  combines,  who  special - 
in  certain  articles.  And  co-operators 
not  energetic  in  fighting  the  combines. 
.Co-operative  employees,  he  said,  should  be 
|JVeii  more  encouragement.  CM -operators 
®'Lst  move  with  the  times. 

A Delegate  from  Taunton  asked  if  co- 
operators  did  not  give  encouragement  to 
Private  traders  by  stocking  their  goods? 
i member  thought  dividend  should 

“-'t  be  given  on  private  traders’  goods,  while 
i rjQ*|ior  thought  members’  children  should 
behind  the  counters,  and  yet  another 
noii(f||(  l|lnt  ^,e  training  of  employees  was 
in  the  right  direction. 


.Kettering  Guild,  with  a membership  of 
is  very  active,  and  amongst  its  mem- 
«ro  to  be  found  some  of  the  most 
uve  workers  in  the  cause  of  democracy. 

kvf-11  ®u',d  branches  in  tho  South-Eastern 
p 1,011  please  note  that  owing  to  the 
I«5th  n,{.  e*®®t,'on  taking  place  on  November 
On  ° c<,l-,tional  conference  will  be  held 
dm  . with  the  programme  as  sent 

1 to  the  branches. 


At  a North-East  Devon  District  Confer- 
ence, held  at  Bovey  Tracy  the  other  week, 
at  which  Mrs.  Roberts  (sectional  secretary) 
spoke  on  “ The  Joint  Trade  Campaign,” 
she  urged  that  all  women  co-operators 
should  remain  ns  loval  as  possible  to  their 
stores,  and  should  talp  to  canvass,  lapsed 
members. 

While  advocating  a shopping  v.eok,  the 
speaker  also  suggested  attractive  window 
displays.  C.W.S.  productions  must  bo 
shown  also  at  all  times.  Conferences 
should  be  ''held  between  the  manage- 
ment and  educational  .committees,  and  the 
Men’s  and  Women’s  Guilds,  where  sugges- 
tions could  be  made  and  discussed. 

Mrs.  Peanse  (Exmouth)  thought  a shop- 
ping n-eek  would  not  be  effective  enough  to 
stimulate  trade. 

An  Exeter  Delegate  spoke  of  the  great 
benefits  received  freon  the  C'.T.S. 

Mrs.  Warren  (Exeter)  said  they  IiaJ  been 
asking  members  to  be  loyal  for  years.  There 
certainly  was  need  for  loyalty  to-day. 

Mrs.  Leroombe  (Exeter)  presided.  AJi«. 
Millman  (Central  Committee  member)  was 
also  present,  and  proposed  the  vole  of 
thanks  to  the  speaker. 


FAIR  AND  UNPREJUDICED. 


A WELL-ATTENDED  Sdptll-WVst  Devon 
District  meeting  was  recently  held 
at  the  “ Home  ward  Bound,”  the  pre- 
mises of  the  Plymouth  Society,  when 
the  chair  was  taken  by  Mrs.  Parkins  (dis- 
trict president),  and  an  address  on  *•  Married 
Women  in  Paid  Positions”  was  given  by 
Miss  Laura  Jenkioi  (Sectional  Council 
member).  Many  married  women,  through 
forca  of  circumstances,  were  com- 
pelled to  work.  Women  as  voters  hnd  the 
power  to  protect  their  own  interests.  In 
the  past  women  regretted  being  so  fettered, 
but  during  and  after  the  war  they  had  found 
joy  and  pride  in  work.  Co-operative  women 
must  demand  that  their  activities  shall  not 
be  restricted. 


The  “No-More-War”  resolution  v.hich 
appeared  in  tlio  “Woman’s  Pages  ” for  the 
14th  ultimo,  was  passed  by  the  Jlarpurhcy 
and  Moston  Guild,  and  not  tho  Blackley 
Guild  as  stated. 

The  Political  Council  of  the  North -West 
London  Society  has  been  such  cssful  iu 
returning  their  first  official  Candida  i/?,  Mrs. 
Boulter,  to  the  WiUosden  Board  of  Guar- 
dians at  a bye-eleotion.  Airs.  Boulter  is  ex- 
president  of  the  Orioklewood  Guild,  aud  has 
served  on  various  local  committees,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  care  of  children  in 
the  district.  Guild  member!)  assisted  whole- 
heartedly both  financially  and  practically. 

The  Hartlepool  Guild  held  its,  annual  At 
Home”  recently,  .wheal  a large  number  were 
present,  and  Mrs.  Byrom  (president)  occu- 
pied tho  chair,  and  stated  it  Mas  tha 
thirteenth  birthday  of  the  branch,  which  was 
steadily  increasing  its  membership.  .Mrs. 
Wilkin  (a  society's  director  and  late  presi- 
dent of  the  guild)  gave  an  address  on  Guild 
Work,”  and  Mrs.  Dobbin  (secretary  of  West 
Hartlepool  Guild)  also  spoke. 


HOW  TO  GET  MORE  TRADE. 


FOR  REDUCED  AND  MORE  UNIFORM  PRICES. 


Speaking  on  “ The  Trade  Campaign  ’’  at 
the  Bolton  District  Conference,  held  at 
Leigh , on  Saturday  last,  Mrs.  Beavan 
(sectional  council  member),  said  that  the 
C.W.S.  should  -allow  retail  societies  to  have 
goods  on  approval  for  display  in  their  allied 
departments. 

Another  suggestion  was  that  standard 
prices  should  be  fixed  for  such  articles  as 
towels,  sheets,  and  other  articles  which"  do 
not  change  with  fashion. 

“ Nothing  looks  worse,”  said  the  speaker, 
“than  to  see  two  societies  close  to  one  an- 
other with  different  prioe.s  for  the  same 
articles.”  Then  think  of  it,  on  an  average 
only  6d.  per  member  per  week  was  spent  on 
our  own  productions  in  our  own  store's 
drapery  departments,  3Jd.  in  the  furniture 
department,  24d.  on  C.AV.S.  Loots  and 
slices,  and  1$d.  in  ready-mades. 

A [any  societies  were  asking  what  could 
guildswomen  do  in  connection  with  the 
propaganda  weeks?  They  could  distribute 
bright  co-operative  literature  to  new  mem- 
bers, ami  a prize  might  be  offered  to  the 
woman  who  made  most  members  during  the 
week.  A new  members’  social  might  he 
arranged  for  those  who  joined  during  the  Inst 
three  mouths,  and  invitations  extended  to 
take  part  in.  the  educational  aud  social 
activities.  Special  {Slows  should  be  arranged 
and  prizes  offered  for  the  beet  window  dis- 
plays. Special  meetings  for  women  in  the 
afternoons  should  be  organised,  to  which  the 
wives  of  trade  unionists  could  be  invited. 

Employees  should  be  made  to  feel  that  the 
co-operative  movement  was  more  than  a 
trading  concern,  and  every  effort  should  be 


made  to  retain  member®  who  attempted  to 
withdraw. 

In  conclusion  the  speaker  urged  the  dele- 
gates not  to  allow  their  children  to  have 
any  connections  with  the  various  outside 
clubs  being  organised,  or  to  allow  them  to 
save  their  money  otherwise  than  through 
their  own  society’s  penny  bank. 

Mrs.  P.ickstone  ( No wton-le- Willows)  in- 
quired if  there  was  a propaganda  committee 
formed  in  connection  with  the  Guild  Cen- 
tral Committee ; the  speaker  replying  that 
three  Central  Committee  members  were  on 
(Tie  Special  Umion  Propaganda  Committee. 

Mr.  Berry  (management  committee, 
Leigh)  thought  the  retail  prices  should  be 
blgught  down  to  their  lowest.  Seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  their  society’s  members  were 
to-day  living  from  hand  to  mouth,  and 
could  not  afford  to  pay  high  prices. 

Mrs.  Perkins  (Newton  - le  - Willows) 
thought  there  should  he  more  co-ordination 
between  the  wholesale  and  retail  societies. 

A member  of  lladcliffe  Society’s  manage- 
ment board  maintained  that  societies’  work- 
ing expenses  were  too  high. 

Mrs.  Bullock  (district  c inmittie)  thought 
societies  might  reduce  prices. 

Mrs.  Beavan  warned  the  delegates 
against  the  wily  private  trader  who  united 
until  lie  saw  the  stores  prices  for  the  week 
aud  then  reduced  his  Id.  or  2d. 

Mrs.  Entwistle  (district  committee)  said 
if  every  member  was  only  3d.  a week  n ova 
loyal  dividend  would  bo  increased. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mrs.  Wood- 
hall  (district  president),  and  Mrs.  f rod- 
sham  (district  secretary)  was  also  present. 


li  THE  WOMAN  WITH 


II 
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THE  BASKET 


Has  made  the  Co-operative 
Movement  the  powerful  Trading 
Organisation  that  ft  has  become, 

and  the  Co-operative  Movement  is  now  doing  a good 
turn  for  .the  loyal  woman  member  by  providing  a 
production  that 

Solves 

all  Washing  Day 

Troubles 


a 


This  is  made  at  the  famous  C.W.S. 
Soap  Works,  and  is  known  as  :: 


SOLVO 


! 


This  is  a perfectly  prepared  article  for  washing 
white  articles,  coloured  goods,  flannels, 
woollens,  £[C. 

It  is  most  simple  in  use;  efficient  in  action, 
and  economical  in  service. 

c=0=> 

frQN’T  WAIT  A WEEK  ! 

Ask  for  C.W.S.  “SOLVO" 
when  next  you  visit  the  Stores. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


fCORREarONDENiS  ore  requested  to  write  In  In*,  on 
one  tide  o I tho  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
age,  bcx,  occupation,  r.nd  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
noma -dc-plume “ or  initials,  but  also  giving  roal 
names  ouil  addresses  as  proof  Cf  good  iaith.  No  ncuto 
conditions  or  caeca  requiring  to  be  seen  can  bo  con- 
sidered. Address,  ■'  Tho  Doctor,"  " Oo-oporativo  News,- 
Long  Militate.  Mancheetor.l 

“M.  H.  J.’*— I do  not  know  what  else 
vou  can  do  for  the  boy  than  that  indicated 
in  your  lottor,  and  continue  to  ring  the 
changes  oil  the  fats  and  sugars  in  his  diet, 
which  seems  varied  enough  in  quality,  and 
might  possibly  be  increased  in  quantity  in 
some  respects. 

“ Froid.” — I fear  your  “ blue-ness  of 
hands  and  face”  and  your  '•  time  of  dread 
and  misery”  during  the  winter  ore  due  to 
some  deep-seated  defect  in  your  circulation 
or  even  to  some  congenital  hearty  affection, 
which  is  beyond  any  “remedy”  in  the 
shape  of  medicine.  Only  after  a personal 
examination  by  a competent  doctor  could 
this  be  ascertained  and  the  proper  treatment 
advised,  and  this  I should  recommend  to 
you. 

? Scabies  (“Unsuccessful”). — A good 
treatment  for  this,  the  so-called  “ soldiers' 
complaint,”  is  by  the  persistent  use  of  sul- 
phur ointment  ail  over  the  body,  the  under- 
linen  being  washed  mid  boiled,  the  complaint 
being  very  infective,  and  spreads  from  the 
affected  to  the  healthy  through  the  medium 
of  the  eggs  of  the  parasites,  which  burrow 
into  the  skin.  The  “ cure  ” is  apt  to  be 
long  continued,  requiring  patience  and  per- 
sistent treatment. 

“ An  Oi,d  Reader.” — It  is  very  gratifying 
to  hear  from  one  who  lias  been  a reader  of  my 
medical  contributions  to  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” ever  sinoe  the  days  of  my  “ Talks  ” 
of  long  ago,  and  who  still  reads  our  Medical 
Column  “ first  tiling  ” in  the  paper.  A care- 
ful consideration  of  your  symptoms  leads  me 
to  say  that  the  only  way  to  diagnose  and 
advise  treatment  is  for  you  to  consult  and 
get  examined  by  a good  “ woman's  doctor.” 
Many  thanks  for  your  good  words  re  our 
Medical  Column. 

“Tongue.” — It  seems  to  me  that  what 
you  suffer  from  is  not  so  much  a coated 
tongue  as  from  a warty  condition  of  the 
hack  of  the  tongue,  which  may  require  not 
“ medicine,”  hut  some  local  applica- 
tion, in  the  form  of  a caustic.  For  this  you 
will  require  the  advice  and  the  service  of  a 
good  doctor;  and  if  he  advises  such  treat- 
ment, let  him  do  it.  Rut  candour  compels 
me  to  warn  you  against  the  possible  harm 
which  this  might  do;  it  is  sometimes  easy 
to  set  up  dangerous  irritation  in  sucli 
warts  on  the  tongue. 

“ Sciatica.” — Your  “ acute  pain  in  leg, 
stretching  from  thigh  to  heel,  chiefly  in  hip 
and  thigh,  is  probably  sciatica,  the  treat- 
ment of  which  is  by  resting,  with  the  leg 
extended  on  a pillow,  and  applying  hot  flan- 
nels so  long  as  the  pain  continues  severe, 
afterwards  wrapping  the  limb  in  cotton  wool 
or  thermogen,  and  taking  this  medicine:  — 
Dilute  phosphoric  acid,  2 drachms;  tincture 
of  belladonna,  li  drachms;  tincture  of 
aconite,  drachms;  tincture  of  nux 

vomica,  2 drachms;  chloroform  water  to  S' 
ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three  times  a 
day-  Sciatica  is  apt  to  he  difficult  to  get 
nd  of,  requiring  considerable  patience  both 
on  the  part  of  the  doctor  and  the  patient. 

“Moderator"  (second  reply).— It  is 
good  to  know  that  the  treatment  for  con- 
stipation and  that  recommended  for  “ Blue 
Bilrcl  , having  “ such  gratifying  results 
•n  Al,n  -vour  case  Yes,  I think  you 
mil  find  that  the  diet,  if  perseveringly  con- 
tinued, will  also  help  the  stomach  trouble 
as  well  (constipation  is  responsible  for  so 
many  things),  and  without  the  use  of 
medicines  " at  all,  for  the  more  you  take 
or  these  so-calleu  ” aperients,”  the  more 
you  need,  and  the  soonei  you  cease  taking 
any  of  them  the  better.  Ycur  “ acidity, 
with  pains  in  the  regioji  of  the  h-Mixt,  with 
belching  occasionally,”  will  also  leso>n  and 
ultimately  disappear,  and  with  these  svnjn- 
toms  will  vanish  your  “ irritability,  'with 
worry  and  discomfort,  and  difficulty  to 
cherish  the  bright  side  of  life.”  Such  a 
potent  factor  lor  evil  is  this  constipation  ' 

' needing  a.  t°nic,”  that  need 
not  trouble  you.  A tonic  acts  like  a whin 
to  a horse  and  just  as  a tired  horse  will  do 
better  with  rest  and  food,  so  will  a run- 

soSlJr  '>V  bj'  a "’Mwing-up, 


Information  for  Electors! 

The  Political  Aspect 
of  Co-operation. 

A NEW  BOOK 

By  ALFRED  BARNES. 

Explaining  the  Why  and  Wherefore 
of  the  Co-operative  Party. 

50  Pages.  Post  free,  8 d. 

Ordrr  at  once  (ram  i He  Co-operative  Union  Limited 
(Publications  Deporlmcnl).  Holyoeke  House,  Hanover 
Street,  Manchester. 


CALENDAR. 


NOVEMBER. 

Co-operative  Printing  Society,— Slmreholdor8’ 
Half-yearly  Meeting,  in  the  C.W.S.  Premise#, 
Balloon-street,  Manchester,  «t  3 p.m. 

North-Western  Educational  Association  (Man- 
chester and  District  Group).— Conference  on 
tho  Premises  of  the  I’restwioh  Society,  nt 
3 p.m.  Subject  lor  discussion  : “ Work  for 
Co-oporalivo  Educationalists  in  the  Manches- 
ter^ District.”  Address  by  Professor  Hull, 

Nortli-Wcsiern.  Educational  Association  (Group 
8).— Conference  in  tho  Exchange  Hull,  Town 
Hall.  Dewsbury,  at.  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : "Trade  Campaign.”  Speaker, 
Hr.  F.  Aloock  (Joint  Propaganda  Com- 
mittee). 

North-Western  Section.— Oldham  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  National  Sunday  School, 
Friesland  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  lor  discus- 
sion : “ Mutual  Aid  in  Education  ” ; to  be 
introduced  by  Mr.  H.  Hudson. 

Women's  Guild.— North-East  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  tho  Baptist  School, 
Burnlcy-rond,  Brierflcld,  nt  2-30  p.m.  Sub- 
ject for  discussion  : ” The  Need  for  a Joint 
Trade  Campaign.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  M'Ard 
(Liverpool). 

Women's  Guild. — Manchester  District  Confer- 
ence, in  tho  Premises  of  the  Blackley  So- 
ciety, Market-street.  Blackley,  nt  2-45’  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : “ District,  and  Sec- 
tional Work."  ^Address  by  Mrs.  Daniels 
(Liverpool,  Sectional  Council). 

Women’s  Guild.— South-Eastern  Sectional  Con- 
ference, at  the  C.W.S.  Assembly  Hall,  99, 
Lemnn-strect,  London,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject 
for  discussion  : " Housing,  Rating,  Taxation  : 
Their  Relation  to  Unemployment.'’  Speaker, 
Captain  R.  L.  Reis. 

Midland  Section.— Birmingham  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Charlotte- 
el  reel,  Dudley,  at  3-15  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer's  paper, 

" Trade  and  Capital  to  be  introduced  by 
Mr.  J.  Price,  J.P.  (Dudley). 


. (Dudley). 

Midland  Section.’— Lincoln  District  Conference, 
in  tho  -Exchange  Hall,  Exchange-street. 
Retford,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" The  Organisation  of  Retail  Distributive 
Societies  in  the  Face  of  Present-Day  Com- 
petition to  bo  introduced  by  Air."  J.  W. 
Tate  (Retford). 

North-Western  Section.— Dewsburv  District 
Conference,  in  the  Hill  Top  School,  Gomersal, 
at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ The  Need 
for  an  Effective  Trade  Campaign  Among 
Distributive  Societies."  Address  by  Mr.  E. 
Whiteley  (Manchester). 

North-Western  Scotian  (Macclesfield,  Crewe, 
ond  District  Association). — Special  Trade  and 
Business  Conference,  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Longton,  nt  2-<t5  p.m.  Subject  for  con- 
sideration : " The  Trade  Campaign”;  to  bo 
introduced  by  Sir.  W.  Gregory,  J.P.  (Central 
Board). 

Southern  Section  and  the  Beds,  and  Bucks. 
District  Association. — Conference  for  Com- 
mittees and  Officials,  in  I ho  Co-operative 
Hall,  Bletehley.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
"Campaign  for  Co-operative  Trade";  to  he 
introduced  by  Mr.  Burt  Williams  (C.W.S. 
Propaganda  Department). 

Southern  Section.— Surrey  District  Conference, 
in  Co-operative  Hall,  East-street,  Epsom.  3-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Co-operation 
and  Trade  Unionism  to  be  introduced  bv 
Mr.  Bennett  (Guildford). 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


CO-OPERATIVE  BOOKKEEPING.— CORRESPOND- 

ENCE CLASSES.  First,  Second,  ond  Third 
Stagea ; Expert  Tuition;  enrol  now  ond  ensure  euocess 

nt  examinations;  send  stapip  for  prospectus. G. 

WILLIAMSON,  A.L.A.A.,  Certified  Accountant,  12,  North 
Saint  Andrew-street,  Edinburgh. 

Devonshire  clotted- cream.  the  real  thing, 
famous  tho  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize.  National  Dairy  Show 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  nppli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd..  110,  Sldwell-street.  Exeter. 

FUNERAL  CARS  and  Improved  Light  Class 
HEARSES  and  COACHES;  various  design- 
some  second-hand;  photos  free.— Cash  or  terms,  John 
Marstons  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford-street 
Birmingham. 

ior  sale; 


, Ford  " Ton  1921  CAN  COACH  built 
body;  recently  overhauled;  good  running  order.— 
V.  (Vi-nnprnllvn  RoninTv  1.1,1  Viwin.i,..  t 


f;  .f ■ 

Apply,  Co-operative  Society  Ltd..  Endcrbv.  Leicester. 

For  sale.  5 national  cash  registers7-! 

(four  .drawers)  ond  3 (two  drawers).— Apply 
Dowlms  Co-operative  Society,  Glam. 


M 


OME  BREWING. 


One  6d.  packet  of  Miller's  Malt  and  Hops  makes  a 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEElt  nt  a total  cost  of 
about  10d.,  ond  entails  no  more  trouble  than  boiling 
potatoes  for  dinner. 

Why  then  pay  the  high  prices  charged  in  public- 
houses?  Sold  by  Co-operative  Societies,  Grocers,  &o. 
Ask  for  it  and  TRY  it.  A boon  in  these  lmrd  times. 
Sole  -Proprietors  : 

THE  MILLER  MANUFACTURING  CO., 
KING-STItEET.  STRETFORD. MANCHESTER. 

HOW  to  cut  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FICHU FS  fer 
making  attractive  window  displays;  patterns  and 
method,  2s.  complete,  post  free.— " Priino  " (Dept.  B.) 
Clarendon-road,  Blackpool.  ’ ’ 

HEARSE;  saloon;  latest  design  body  for 
- A Purposes;  suit  any  chassis;  particulars 

free,— Maiiston  s -Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford- 
street,  Birmingham.  w. 

FOR  SALE,  BAKER’S  VANS,  2 and  4 wheelers;  all 
ready  for  tho  road.  Also  CTCHEUY  HAWKING 
VAN  on  “Ford"  chassis.— Apply,  il;  Leicester  Car- 
riage Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Mariow-road 
Leicester, ’ 

B-BUILT  TYPEWRITERS  of  oil  makes;  equal  To 
new;  OFFICE  FURNITURE  of  nil  kinds.-Sond 
inquiries  to  the  Midland  Wood-workers  Ltd.,  Bristol- 
street,  Birmingham.  Registered  Productive  Society. 

TO  societies  installing  machinery  in  their  lioot 
departments,  we.  have  n FINISHING 
MACHINE  for  disposal;  capacity  250  pairs;  in  good 
working  order;  price  reasonable.— To  view  njmlv 
Industrial  Society  Lt(h,  Wakefield.  ’ 11 

WHIST  SCORING  CARDS;  superior;  LOOO- 14s~^ 
Scott’s,  32,  Crown-avcnjie,  Clydebank.  Glasgow. 

WANTED,  oil  Oo -operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Sociotv’a 
Restaurant. 

Quality  is  Right.  Price*  are  Right. 

Nolo  tho  Address:  ALBION  STREET. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  Tho  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendioton. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manufao- 
TURING  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  cl  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Alao  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 
Department*). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application 
Addr  t,  Fulton  Street.  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 


E 


APARTMENTS. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTI 
& ALLIED  WORKERS-The  N.U.D.A.W. 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 


The  " Readable  " Trade  Union 
Paper.  Published  ioftnightly 
(on  Saturdays). ' Price  2d. 
from  branch  secretariei,  or  3d. 
post  I rcc  Irom  Cen'ral  Office — - 
" Oi'klcy,"  Wilmslow  ” Road, 
Fallowficld,  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


unuw/iu  ana  1'uuvisiwN  hand.  Also  brbaii 
VANMAN;  ‘ both  for  High  Wycombe.— Apply,  giving 
full  particulars  of  age,  wage,  if  married,  anti  refer- 
cncito,  to  Secretary.  Broadway,  Ohcsham,  Bucks. 

CONFECTIONERS— TABLE  HANDS.— Wanted,  first- 
elasa  MEN;  used  to  large  and  high-class  trade; 
good  wages  paid  to  competent  men.  Also  CAKE 
HAND;  well  experienced  in  machine-made  slabs  and 
pound  cakos.— Applications,  endorsed  ” Confectioner,” 
stating-  experience,  uge,  and  wages  required,  to  lie 
addressed  to  the  Birmingham  Industrial  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.,  High-street,  Birmingham. 

AIRY. — Wanted,  MANAGER  for  Model  Dairy,  fltted 
*”ilh  Messrs.  Knock's  latest  pasteurising  plant; 


must  have  a knowledge  of  cheese-making  plant.— State 
age,  wage,  and  experience,  giving  full  details,  to  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  64.  Abington-street,  Northamp- 
ton. Letters,  endorsed  " Dairy,"  to  be  sent  r ~ ‘ 
later  than  Monday,  November  20th. 


GENERAL  .MANAGER  and  BUYER  Wanted;  fully 
qualified  (o  take  charge  of  Grocery  (central  and- 
3 branches),  Drapery,  Boots,  Boot  Repairs,  and  Bakery; 
i,,U"t  be  good  disciplinarian  and  organiser;  membership 
1,770;  annual  trade  £50,000. — Applications,  stating  age, 
experience,  qualifications,  salary  required,  enclosing 
wplcs  of  two  recent  testimonials,  to  he  addressed  to 
Committee,  Co-opera  live  Society  Ltd.,  Epping,  Essex. 

MAN  Required  to  take  charge  temporarily  of  the 
Outfitting  and  Ready-Mades  Department  during 
absence  of  departmental  manager  through  illness;  must 
he  experienced  in  all  branches  and  able  to  take  accu- 
rate measures  for  bespoke  orders.— Apply,  stating  ni 
wage,  ond  experience,  to  Tamworth  Industrial  ( 
operative  Society,  5,  Colehill,  Tamworth. 

PORK  BUTCHER  Wonted;  must  lie  good  maker-up 
of  sausages,  brawn,  &c.—  Apply,  giving  experi- 
ence, age,  and  wage  required,  to  Co-operative  Society, 
14,  Catlierine-streeF,  Birkenhead. 


S 


I MART  YOUNG  LADY  Wanted  as  SHOP  WALKER 
for  Drapery  Emporium;  applicants  must  he  tall, 
nrt  appearance,  strict  disciplinarian,  and  possess 


- - uiijivniniia-,  bittci  uiscipun.irian,  a lid  posse 

good  knowledge  of  the  drapery  trade.— Apply,  givir 
i.  Burslein  and  District  Co-operotive  ’ SocieJ 


references,  umoit-ui  uuu  uisirici  lr 
Ltd.,  10,  Neweostle-etreet,  Burslem. 


WANTED,  smart  YOUNG  LADY  for  Drapery  and 
Boots;  not  under  18  years  of  age;  must  have 
had  two  years’  experience. — Apply,  stating  age,  wages, 
ond  experience,  to  General  Manager,  Co-operative  So- 
ciety, Main-street,  Lnngwith,  Notts,  not  later  than 
November  13th. 


XJS^ANTED,  for  the  General  Drapery,  LADY  to  take 
V T charge  of  Drapery  Department  ; must  be  smart 
and  up-to-date;  good  window-dresser  essential.— Apply, 
staling  experience  and  salnry  required,  Olney  and 
District  Industrial  Co-operative  Society,  S.O.,  Beds. 


WANTED.  MANAGER  and  BUYER  for  Drapery 
Department ; annual  trade  £50,000.— Apply  by 
letter,  enclosing  copies  of  two  recent  testimonials, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  required,  not  luter 
than  Thursday,  November  16th,  addressed  to  the 
Drapery  Committee,  Sheffield  and  Ecclesoll  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Ltd.,  The  Arcade,  Eeclesall-road. 


WANTED  at  once,  CAKfc  DECORATOR;  preference 
given  to  person  with  all-round  knowledge  of 
trade,  but  must  be  good  i*iper.— Apply/ Managing  Sec- 
retary (Bakery),  Portsea  Island  Co-operative  Society, 
87,  Fratlon-rond,  Portsmouth. 


DINBURGH.— Write 
390,  Morningside-road. 


Crniglea,"  o/o  Aitoheson, 
Highly  recommended. 


WANTED,  a thoroughly  practical  MANAGER,  to 
t V take  charge  of  Steam  Power  Laundry,  with  a 
knowledge  of  dyeing,  dry  cleaning,  Ac. ; must  he  good 
organiser,  and  capable  of  managing  a laundry  doing  a 
trade  of  £25,000  annually.— Apply  by  letter,  endorsed 
“ Manager,”  stating  age,  experience,  wage  required, 
and  enclosing  copies  of  not  less  Ilian  three  testimonials, 
to  the  I/aiuidry  Sub-Committee,  Plymouth  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd!>4.Taiikf(.rt-street,  Plymouth,  not  later  than 
first  post,  November  20th. 


WANTED,  REPRESENTATIVE  to  carry  Men's  and 
Youths'  Heavy  ami  Medium  Bools  and  Ladies' 
Boots  and  Slices,  on  commission  basis. — Applications  to 
he  sent  by  November  15th  to  Chesluun  Boot  and  Shoo 
Manufacturer*  Ltd.,  Highain-road,  Chesliaiil,  Bucks. 

■^STANTED,  a thoroughly  competent  MILLINER,  to 
v V take  charge  of  showroom  and  buy  for  depart- 
ment. under  supervision  of  drapery  manager;  must  bo 
an  efficient  saleswoman. — Apply  by  letter/ stating  oge, 
qualifications,  and  wages  required,  to  Managing  Secre- 
tary (Drapery),  Co-operative  Society,  87,  Fratton-road, 
Portsmouth. 


WANTED,  practical  TAILOR  and  CUTTER,  to  take 
charge  ot  Tailoring  and  Outfitting  Department 
doing  a trade  of  £5,700  per  annum,  which  can  bo 
greatly  increased;  N.U.C.O.  scale  of  wages  paid. — 
Applications,  stating  age  and  experience,  to  be  received 
not  later  Uian  Tuesday  next,  November  14th,  to  the 
Sowerby  Bridge  Industrial  Society. 

■VTOl’NC.  MAN  Wanted  for  Furnishing,  Ironmongery, 
X and  CrOfckery  Department  ns  an  IMPROVER;  not 
under  18  years  of  age;  must  have  had  experience, 
and  is  courteous,  energetic,  and  a salesman.— Apply, 
staling  age,  wages,  and  experience,  to  the  Tamworth 
Industrial  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  5,  Colehill, 
Tamworth. 


York  equitable  industrial  society  ltd.— 

MILLINERY  AND  MANTLES  DEPARTMENT. — 
Wanted,  MANAGERESS;  must  be  first-class,  fully- 
qualified  hand,  millinery  and  sales;  to  control  staff 
of  12. — Apply  by  letter,  stating  oge,  wage,  and  ex- 
perience, ond  enclosing  copies  ot  testimonials,  not 
inter  than  Wednesday,  November  15th.  to  22,  Railway- 
street.  Envelope  to  be  endorsed  " Manageress." 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  minagers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen, C1.ERKS,  PACKERS,  ond  PORTERS. 
— Soclotics  requiring  efllcient  men  or  women,  with 

food  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
OHM  Tdrneh,  General  Seoretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistant*,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerk*, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London,  W.O.l. 


BAKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  ot  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W. ' Ban-field,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and 
Confectioners.  67,  Sydney-streot  London,  S.W  ✓ 


Drapery,  boots,  and  outfitting.— Capable 

MAN  Requires  RE-ENGAGEMENT  in  above  de- 
partments as  MANAGER  and  BUYER;  20  years'  experi- 
ence in  midlands  and  south;  excellent  references. — 
Box  63,  " Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


DAIRY  MANAGER  Wants  SITUATION;  used  to  the 
retail  business  and  bottling;  used  to  pasteurising, 
both  flash  and  vetardlng  system ; good  butter  arul 
olieosc  maker,  and  sampling  of  milk;  used  (o  Enook’s 
refrigerating  plant.— Box  64,  " Co-oporative  News," 
Manchester. 


Grocery  and  provisions.— assistant  or 

BRANCH  MANAGER;  experienced  in  all  branches 
of  trade;  town  or  country;  good  references.— Box  65, 
- Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATlOV 

MR.  WILL  CARTER'S  ” MERRIR 

Thursday,  November  9th,  Cr..vVfVilrs"- 
Saturday,  Novemlier  11th,  Paddock  r„/,k  Cft-0|i 
another  success*  ot  Walkdon  Co-op.  i . |b  Si„| 
Thunks  to  Cheadle  Con.  S.S.  for  ... M,uuiav 
open  November  25th.  Christmas  and  New  - S''H 
1 a riles,  &c.,  offers.— Terms,  , illustratod  /,  s ^hool 

mi 

S°mSSv 

fa  H.  Hibdekd,  66,  emit  rr«.coH-it,w|, 


THE  NEW  PATENT 


BALL-VALVE 

VACUUM  CLOTHES  W„S„!# 

„ ih,  ttma  wuUanL,  . 

It  -boUp  Jl  tS, 

laborious  toil  and  b»dcache  CUb 
are  washed  in  a quarter  oi 

NO  BOILING. 

NO  RUBBING. 

r.i.  era  ir,  — 


_C0o_  Dept.  54,  LIVERPOOL. 


FULL  of 
ENERGY! 

HoVIS 

is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 


Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


THOS,  LISTER  & Co.  Ltd., 

Valve  Makers, 

Hydraulic  & Refrigerating  Engineers, 

Perseverance  Works,  BRIGHOUSE. 


Makers  of  High-class  Boiler  Mountings  and 
Engine  Fittings. 

All  Types  of  Valves  for  High  Pressure 
and  Superheated  Steam. 

Patent 

Refrigerating 
Machinery 

for 

Small  Plant!. 

Suitable  for 

Butchers, 
Game. 
Provision, 

and 
Poultry 
Dealers, 
Bacon  & Hant 
Curera, 
Dairies, 
&o, 

MtuHflalCa.  HEFRIGERATION 

Temperature  is  always  under  easy  control,  and  13 
maintained  above  or  below  freezing  point. 
Cooling  Power  can  always  be  available, 

Hydraulic 
Presses, 

Intensifiers, 

Hydraulic  Valves 
and  Fittings. 

Contractors  to 
Admiralty 
and 

War  Office. 

Telephone  > 51,  Bridhousc.  Telefram»  “LiiWr.  BriiMa** 
Coin  i A.B.C.  5th  Edition. 

Manchester  Royal  Exchange,  Pillar  li  8- 


Novemhuk  11,  1922. 
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^\me/ 

'iciout  \!J2^ 


cffian 
and 
£)eliciou4 


JfofAinq 

ffiner 


When  Ordering  Syrup,  please  say  “ WBSTBURN.” 


If  ysa 
want 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

ERVICEABLE  SpEB0P2 
HOPS  FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address:  SPEROPR  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARNVELL.  near  HINCELB^. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Prioe. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

A9k  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tho  Most  Up-to-Date 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


S.L."  “Kcdoi."  “OtimiT,"  nndothj:  Chock  System? 
Penny  Sayings  lUok  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX" 
System:  No  Posting  Savei  time  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Mouey. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Nowcastio-on-Tyue 
Tudor  street,  London,  E.C. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  - 


DOUGH  DIVIDERS. 


Bakery  Department  ; WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 


Head  Oftice:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE.  KINCSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


BaviH  Theism  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


EBBanaaa  — X56<:  ^Reliable  Jiome  3)yei.  — ■ ■ b b 

i DRUMMER 
: DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Gin  be 

bought  at  all  G)-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

J BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLTON. 

n ■ Makers  of  Edges  "ZDoUv  ZBhie”  4r  u3)oUi/  Eream.' 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO  OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALUION  STB1SKT,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


WaVir*  ol  Floar, 
Grain,  Potstj, 

S uur.  Tresels 
Sins  and  ShaaU. 


Di  r*.  Ba'iorv. 
and  B u Ichor  in  { 
Depsrtmcoti 
Supplied. 


Send  for 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE. 


I'd 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOa  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPtfRATIVK 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY. 
and 


RIGHT  labour 

CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


a 


CDe  Ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BUBNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialcy  Boyd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Mik;ri  of  Ox'ord  Shirtiaji,  GrAnJrelles,  Flnanslctt;, 
Silciias.  Liaenctles,  Lustres,  & Silketeen  Liniaft : 
also  oi  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Oliic:  : 6,  Church  3t.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 

Country  Holiday  Residence 

— Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigli  and  Warrington  : 10  minutei  walk  from 
Culchet’n  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minute*  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & fb-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowlin j.  Oloox  Golf.  Onoqoar 
Billiards.  Naar  to  Kouyou  Golf  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Mauagenm,  Culoheth  Hall, 

Nowchucoh,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Oo-oper*tlvo  Society,  Lsiau,  Lanoi. 
Telephone  321  Lolgh. 


Your  Store  stocks 

muwk 

BRAND 

Ladies’ and  Ge  its’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


Give  up  weariai  ill-fittin{ 
and  un:om'ortablo  Hosiery 

and  Underwear,  — — 

We  can  fit  yoj  pcrfe:‘Jy. 
Our  Busin ai  it  i lilt 
groans  beeai i:  ih: 
good*  wi  nun  art 
acknoJi'eJged  Ir  i 
THE  BES  T. 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 
PLUM  PUDDINGS 
and  MINCEMENT. 

MADE  FROM  THE  FINEST  MATERIALS 

— BY  — 

The  Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 

WANTED,  S8 

to  a9k  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Br'°d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DABTFOBD  BOAD.  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Saciety  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 
Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closing 
Twi3t,  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  See.  Biodiags 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : Thi  Enjlish  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes. 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  tho  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS,  W°£J?0™ 

Branch  Warehouse:  8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  MS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Solo  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  bad  at  CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  ONLY 
Please  ask  far  them. 


SUTOX 

(C.W.S.  Shredded  Suet) 


for 


Christmas  Puddings 
and  Mincemeat. 


Novp.mdhr  11,  1922 


ADD  u SUTOX ” 

to  your  MILK  PUDDINGS. 


ORDER 


THE  PRODUCER” 

FROM  YOUR  STORE. 


CMOKERS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  C.W.S.  always. 

VIKING  DYES  live— 22  colours,  from  the 
famous  C.W.S.  Works  at  Irlani.  Ask 
for  Viking  Dyes  at  your  Store. 


T^EDER ATION  SELF-RAISING  FLOUR 
is  famous  in  the  Lancashire  district, 
and  housewives  proclaim  that  there  is 
“none  better”;  and  that’s  the  fact, 

“ T>ELAW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  a 
-*•  shoe-shine  that  rivals  sunshine. 
Always  brilliant  and  .bright.  The  shine  that 
won’t  come  off.” 

DEVON  I A SERGES  are  the  productions 
of  the  Buckfastleigh  Mills  of  the 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not,  why  not?  They  aie  real  co-operative 
productions,  Al. 

GPORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
^ the  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORT'S  CATA- 
LOGUE from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 

TIT ANAGERS  WANTING  HELP  in  the 
delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  the 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley,  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 

xj  PRODUCER  ” is  tlie  paper  for 
those  interested  in  the  business 
side  of  the  movement.  Ask  your  store  man- 
ager to  lie  shown  a copy.  It.  costs  three- 
pence a month — but  is  worth  more,  much 
more. 

CEE  the  WHEATSHEAF  UNDERWEAR, 

0 which  is  supplied  from  every  store  that 
is  co-operative.  Loyal  co-operators  should 
always  ask  for  Wheutsbeaf  Underwear  ; 
Hosiery. 


■The 


B- -5  - S:-- 


co-opirators  of  ty^sesioe 

and  round  about  are  invited  to  visit  the  :: 

C.W.S.  FURNISHING 

SHOWROOMS, 

Thornton  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  in 
the  week  beginning  Monday,  Nov.  20th. 


and 


\V  ft  JAMS,  too,  are  extra 
i special.  They  possess  that 

rich,  fruity  flavour  without  being  syrupy. 
And  the  letters  C.W.S. . while  being  so  easy 
to  say  when  asking  for  Jam  at  the  Stores., 
mean  so  much,  for  they  guarantee  real  jam  ‘ 
and  nothing  but  jam. 


SPLENDID  SHOW  OF 
C.W.S.  PRODUCTIONS. 


The  C.W.S.  Sylvaphone  will  Play- 
find  you’ll  be  Happy— All  the  bay. 

□ 

POSTERS  ARE  SHOWN  AT  ALL  TYNESIDE  STORES. 


¥ AC1IC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butUr 
and  is  one  of  the  best,  known  C \\  q’ 
specialities.  Ask  i - r it  in  your  local  shop 
(MLUES  in  cakes  of  all 
**  at  the  C.W.S.  Glue  Works,  PomT,,? 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  glue — and  stick  n0  o£  ’ 

(CONGRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  "thT^ 
^ known  soaps— made  by  the  C.W  S for 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W.S.  flouris) 
and  grow. 

V“ING  DYES  ari  made  in  really  artisg 
colours,  and  are  reliable  in  douiestin 
use.  Ask  to  see  the  range  of  Viking  Dva. 
at  your  Store.  ° • 3 


C.W.S.  G°L*?v,  FLAICE  Cigarettes 

^ are  the  cigarettes  to  ask 
“V  yoiT  stor€s’  Always  use  the  letters 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Fluke. 

'POSTERS  for  educational  committal 
, "‘shful  to  keep  the  co-operative  idea 
to  the  front  are  obtainable  from  the  C W g 
Stationery  Department  at  Manchester 
your  manager  to  make  inquiries. 

XJEALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
* the  equipment  of  every  home.'  ('rueful 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALTS— pleasant,  effective,  and  pure 
These  are  specially  prepared  in  the  C.W.S 
Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-Tyne. 


pURNITUREfor  every  home  is  made  in 
t>  i C WmS'  factories  at  Manchester, 
Pelaw-on-Tyne,  Bristol,  and  Birmingham 
W hen  you  buy  household  fittings,  inquire 
where  they  were  made;  if  they  come  from 
the  C.W  .S.  works  they  are  reliable. 


"ROOTS  are  best  polished  when  polished 
-0,  with  PELAW  POLISH — the*  polish 
that,  lessens  labour,  secures  the  durability 
of  the  leather,  and  adds  to  the  reputation 
of  co-operative  productions.  Ask  for  IVlaw 
Boot  Polish  when  next  at  tlio  Store.  If  it 
is  not  in  stock,  give  a definite  order  for  its 
supply. 


“ T’HE  delicious  flavours  of  C.W.S.  Jams 
_ ar«  unsurpassed.  Co-operators  should 
purchase  C.W.S.  Jams  only.  Choice  luscious 
fruits  and  pure  sugar.  For  quality,  C.W.S. 
Jams  possess  a distinction  of  their  own. 
Absolutely  wholesome  and  scientifically  pr<> 
pared.  C.W.S.  Jams  are  lovely  for  children. 
Obtainable  from  all  Co-operative  Stores.” 


The  Percentage 

of 

C.W  S.  Purchases 

in  the 

Various 

Departments 

indicates  the 

Progress  & Profit 
of  Retail  Societies 


DRAPERY  - DEPARTMENTS 

OF  RETAIL  SOCIETIES 

Qrpi  tdit  ( M0ST  TRADE 

SECURE  MOST  SURPLUS 

( MOST  SATISFACTION 

by  systematically  stocking  their  shelves  and  filling,  their 
^ ?n  windows  with  goods  from  the  (jb 
various  Drapery  and  Outfitting  Departments  of  their  own 


COMMITTEES.  MANAGERS. 
BUYERS,  AND  MEMBERS 

should  be  interested  in  the  growth  oj 
their  Grocery,  Furnishing,  and  Drapery 
Branches  with  the  C.IV.S. 


WATCH  YOUR  STORE  WINDOWS 

for  C.W.S.  Productions,  Mantles,  Millinery,  Underclothing, 
Hosiery,  Corsets,  and  everything  in  Drapery. 
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LACTIC  CHEESE 

from  ihe 

C.W.S.  Butter  Factory  at 
Brislington, 

Is  a most  Satisfactory 
Co-operative  Speciality. 


The  “FRIARY” 
BRAND 

Has  an  old-established 
::  ::  reputation.  ::  :: 


‘ZUMZET 

BRAND 

Is  a Pure  Lactic  Curd, 
with  a Fine,  Creamy 
::  ::  Flavour.  ::  :: 


Ask  at  the  Stores  for  C>W*8. 

LACTIC  CHEESE 

"ZUMZET"  or  "FRIARY"  Brand 


Your  Store  Manager  can  get  it  for 
you  without  any  trouble. 


. -f 

EVERY  LIFE 

ASSURANCE  POLICY  I 

! 

issued  by  the 

Co-operative 
Insurance  Society  Ltd.  J 

IS  IN  IMMEDIATE  FULL  ! 
BENEFIT. 

□ □ □ ' 

Full  particulars  from  \ 

C.I.S,  109,  Corporation  Si.,  J 
Manchester,  or  59,  Morrison  j 
St.,  Glasgow.  J 


WHAT  WILL  THE  DAY  BRING  FORTH? 


WIND-UP  OF  THE  GENERAL 

ELECTION. 


FINAL  REPORTS  FROM  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
CONSTITUENCES. 


[From  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 
Wednesday. 

TRADESTON  (GLASGOW). 

We  can  have  the  assurance  that  if  Tom 
Henderson  is  not  at  the  top  of  the  poll  in 
Tradeston  the  fault  lies  not  with  him  hut 
with  the  comparators  of  the  constituency. 
The  constituency  was  not  yet  fully  can- 
vassed ; but  the  canvass  which  Isas  been 
made  has  been  eminently  satisfactory,  and 
.the  committee  directed  their  attentions  to 
the  most  difficult  sections  of  the  constitu- 
ency first.  There  the  promises  have  been  in 
the  proportion  of  3 to  2.  In  other  districts 
this  proportion  should  be  exceeded,  and  he 
should  be  at  the  head,  of  the  poll,  but  as 
nothing  is  more  uncertain  than  elections,'  we 
must  wait  until  the  numbers  are  up. 

PAISLEY. 

Mr.  Biggar  has  put  all  that  he  knows  into 
his  fight.  Throughout  the  country  there  ure 
very  many  Liberals  who  are  hoping  that  he 
will  win,  so  that  the  party  may  be  freed  from 
the  incubus  of  an  old  man  with  worn-out 
shibboleths,  but  bourgeois  Paisley  is  not 
going  to  have  Biggar  at  any  price,  and  the 
old  Tory  section  is  going  to  vote  for  Asquith, 
not  because  they  love  him,  but  because  they 
dislike  Biggar  and  all  that  Biggar  stands 
for.  Whether  there  will  be  enough  of  an 
overturn  in  the  opinions  of  the  younger 
section  of  the  voters  to  place  the  Co-operator 
at  the  head  of  the  poll  is  doubtful,  and  the 
betting  men  are  prepaxed  to,  give  “odds 
on  ” on  Asquith.  The  result  will  show. 

STOCKPORT. 

Stockport  co-operators  began  their  cam- 
paign in  doubt,  and  ended  on  a note  of 
highest  hope.  Tuesday  night  witnessed  an 
amazing  demonstration  in  favour  of  the 
Labour  and  Co-operative  candidates — there 
are  two  seats,  and  the  two  parties  united 
for  the  fray.  The  great  Town  Hall  and 
the  Central  Hall  were  both  crowded  to  the 
doors,  and  an  outdoor  meeting  of  about 
800  lasted  for  a couple  of  hours,  while  there 
was  also  a “ bumper  ” meeting  at  Reddish. 

Polling  was  slow  till  mid-day  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  a remarknble  indifference 
seemed  prevalent.  The  Tory  and  National 
Liberal  candidates  had  an  excellent  fleet 
of  motor-cars,  but  they  were  flying  about 
the  constituency  empty  most  of  the  day. 
The  Labour  and  Co-operative  candidates 
were  surprised  at  the  number  of  workers 
who  gave  up  their  occupation  for  the  day 
to  assist  Messrs.  Perry  and  Bobinson, 
This  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant  sur- 
prises of  the  campaign,  and  it  added  to 
the  already  buoyant  hopes  of  the  -agent 
and  his  staff.  So  far  as  could  be  judged, 
on  the  morning’s  voting  the  Labour  and 
Co-operative  candidates  were  holding  their 
own,  and  the  vote  in  the  afternorin  ought 
to  pan  out  chiefly  ih  their  favour. 

BIRMINGHAM  (SPARKBROOK). 

Mr.  E.  W.  Hampton,  the  Co-operative 
candidate,  in  the  course  of  an  interview, 
sa.vs  the  result  of  the  canvass  has  been  very 
encouraging,  Wlmt  the  jiet  result  of  the 
poll  would  be  lie  would  not  predict,  but 
it  is  very  clear  that  there  is  a strong 
feeling  ngainst  Mr.  L.  C.  Afnery,.  the  Con- 
servative candidate,  and  the  local  Tory 
journal  itself  admits  that  there  are  enough 
people  in  Sparkbrook,  who  did  not  vote  in 
1918,  to  swamp  the  Tory  majority.  Hamp- 
ton has  a fighting  chance  so  far  as  can  be 
judged  at  the  time  of  writing.  Whatever 


the  result,  co-operators  can  take  pride  in 
the  plucky  fight  lie  has  put  up,  but  it  would 
be  hard  to  beat  the  optimism  that  prevailed 
all  day  at  the  central  committee -rooms. 

BIRMINGHAM  (KING’S  NORTON). 

The  same  cheery  optimism  prevailed 
among  the  workers  for  Mrs.  Barton  in 
King’s  Norton.  The  canvass  has  been 
fairly  complete  and  the  returns  are  excel- 
lent. The  last  meetings  of  her  campaign 
beat  all  records.  The  largest  halls  in  the 
division  Mere  inadequate,  and  croM'ds  Mere 
uuable  to  obtain  admission.  The  Tory  can- 
didate lias  a big  pull  over  a large  number 
of  employees  in  the  division,  but  against 
this  must  be  set  the  influence  of  Alderman 
George  Cadbury,  who  has  supported  Mrs. 
Barton  wholeheartedly  during  the  cam- 

fiaign,  and  the  Tory  agents  are  content  to 
tope  for  a bare  majority,  in  which  Mrs. 
Barton's  supporters  believe  they  may  be 
disappointed. 

LONDON  (SOUTH-EAST  HAM). 

Despite  the  fog,  Mr.  Barnes’  supporters 
entered  on  the  final  struggle  with  buoyancy 
and  enthusiasm.  Alderman  M'Giff  (agent) 
had  the  support  of  a large  band  of  workers, 
and  the  canvass  results  have  been  satisfac- 
tory. United  support  was  received  from  the 
Labour  Party,  trade  unionists,  and  co-opera- 
tors, and  the  Irish  vote,  which  is  a large 
one  in  the  division,  has  been  given  solidly 
for  Barnes.  The  meetings  have  been  en- 
couraging. Mr.  Barnes  wound  tip  the 
campaign  with  six  meetings'  on  Tuesday. 
His  clear  advocacy  has  made  a great  impres- 
sion, and  his  exposition  of  the  policy  of  the 
capital  levy  has  removed  misconceptions 
caused  by  his  opponents’  misrepresentations. 
His  position  in  the  division  has  been  greatly 
strengthened  since  he  entered  on  the  fight, 
and  there  is  every  indication  that  East  Ham 
will  return  one  of  .its,  best-knoMU  workers 
lor  democracy. 

KETTERING. 

Polling  in  the  Kettering  district  opened 
quietly  in  a dense  fog.  Workers  were  in 
their  places  in  good  time,  and  generally 
speaking  those  most  interested  M-ere  very 
optimistic.  “ We  are  a long  way  from  being 
down-hearted  j”  M-as  the  phrase  which 
found  ready  response.  It  Mas,  hoMever, 
recognised  that  it  M-ns  a tough  fight.  Never 


The  ex-Premier,  failing  at  last  in  his 
balancing  feat,  hopes  to  be  saved  bv  tbe 
Morker  lie  lias  flouted. 


in  the  memory  of  living  man  had  the  Con- 
servatives done  so  much  by  voice  and  pen 
to  gain  the  seat  as  on  this  occasion.  Bight 
up  to  the  eve  of  poll  Mr.  Waterson  and  his 
speakers  continued  the  meetings.  At  Des- 
borougli  a crowd  Mai  ted  two  hours,  and  on 
arrival  Mr.  Waterson  M as  compelled  to  enter 
the  meeting  room  by  means  of  an  emergency 
staircase.  Canvassing  reports  were  very 
favourable.  If  the  seat  is  held  this  time,  the 
Corby  slogan,  ” No  Other  Need  Apply,”  will 
hold  gcvod  m future. 

LONDON  (TOTTENHAM,  N.). 

In  a final  message  Mr.  Morrison  claims 
that  lie  has  fought  a clean,  honest  fight. 
This  will  be  readily  endorsed  by  the  electors. 
Splendid  meetings  have  been  held  up  to  the 
eve  of  the  poll.  Joint  gatherings  with  the 
adjoining  division,  Mliere  Mr.  B.  H.  Tawney 
is  the  Labour  candidate,  have  been  full  of 
enthusiasm.  The  canvass  shows  satisfactory 
results.  Mr.  Ellis  (election  agent)  has  been 
well  supported  by  local  workers  and  guilds- 
Momen  from  various  parts  of  London.  Mr. 
Morrison  has  not  got  such -a  good  supply  ot 
motors  as  his  opponents,  but  it  is  expected 
that  many  voters  Mill  respond  to  his  final 
appeal,  and  show  their  independence  by 
M-alking  to  the  poll.  Altogether,  the  pros- 
pects may  be  summed  up  as  being  very 
bright. 

BRADFORD. 

Although  they  are  not  buoying  themselves 
up  M-ith  a false  hope,  the  supporters  of  Mr. 
M . Hirst  are  confident  of  receiving  substan- 
tial support.  So  far  as  tlie  canvass  has  gone 
it  lias  been  very  satisfactory.  The  Liberal 
candidate  (Mr.  H.  H.  Spencer)  says  the 
issue  lies  betM'een  Mr.  Hirst  and  himself, 
and  he  has  therefore  been  doing  his  bpst  to 
moo  the  support  of  co-operators.  Colonel 
Willey  (the  Conservative  candidate)  lms  had 
many  rowdy  meetings.  On  the  other  baud, 
Mr.  Hirst  has  had  splendid  meetings.  But, 
of  course,  meetings  do  not  Min  elections. 
Mr.  Hirst  has  the  assistance  of  eight  motor 
oars,  but  his  opponents’  vehicles  are  flooding 
the  division. 

SHEFFIELD  (HILLSBOROUGH). 

The  leaden  gloom  of  Sheffield  skies  Mas 
brightened  at  Hillsborough  by  the  light  of 
the  Co-operative  hope. 

Alexander’s  poMerful  personality  has 
electrified  the-  electorate  into  Monderful 
enthusiasm  expressed  in  ten  tremendous 
meetings  on  Tuesday.  The  canvass  books 
slioM-  the  Co-operative  candidate  to  be 
the  favourite  at  four  to  one,  and  if  the 
electors  vote  as  they  cheer  and  sing, 
Alexander  is  in.  The  poorer  quarters  are 
solid  for  him  to  a man — and  a M-oman — but 
the  chief  fear  is  the  Liberalism  of  tho 
residential  quarter. 

In  the  other  constituencies  the  poll 
closes  at  8 p.m.,  and  their  motor  fleet  may 
SM’nmp  us  by  aiding  the  Liberal  in  Hills- 
borough, M'liere  polling  goes  on  till  nine. 
The  helpers  are  overflouing,  the  organisa- 
tion is  splendid,  the  enthusiasm  genuine, 
and  there  is  hope,  if  not  of  victory.  ;it  least 
of  a great  reduction  in  Neal’s  majority. 

MOSS  SIDE  (MANCHESTER). 

Whatever  be  the  result  in  the  Moss  Side 
Division  of  Manchester,  there  is  one  tiling 
upon  which  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (the  Co- 
operative candidate)  can  congratulate  him- 
self— he  has  not  sacrificed  his  character  oi 
his  ideals  to  catch  votes.  Even  the  Libera! 
candidate  on  Tuesday  was  moved  to  compli- 
ment him  upon  the  May  he  had  fought  the 
fight.  Mr.  Mercer  held  three  meetings  the 
same  evening,  and  the  last  Mould  have 
M-armed  the  heart  of  the  Prime  Minister 
himself.  Nor  had  the  people  gathered  to- 
gether simply  M-ith  the  idea  of  paying  tlie 
candidate  lip  service.  One  elector,  confess- 
ing himself  tired  of  the  older  parties,  asked 
Mr.  Mercer  a question.  The  Co-operative 
champion  gave  a straiglitfonvard  ausM’er  in 
his  usual  courteous  fashion,  and  the  sequel 
followed  the  next  day,  M-lien  the  elector  sent 
a motoP  rar  to  the  candidate’s  committee 
rooms.  Polling  had  scarcely  begUn  at  noon, 
and  M-ith  the  majority  of  the  electors  being 
at  work,  the  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  But 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  M’lien  the 
last  vote  lias  been  counted,  the  "result  will 
be  satisfactory  to  all  co-operators. 
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ELECTION  OR  DOG  FIGHT? 

THE  ODDEST  CAMPAIGN  SINCE  EATANSWILL. 

THE  EX-PREMIER’S  DIVE. 

BY  MYLES  LONG. 


MORE  ABOUT  THE  CAPITAL  LEVY. 

A CO-OPERATOR'S  ANSWERS  TO  A KNOTTY 
QUESTION. 


THE  LEVY  AN  AID  TO  BUSINESS. 


The  general  election  is  in  full  swing  as  I 
write  ; but  it  will  be  over  before  the  “ News  ” 
is  lead  this  week  : and  so  these  observations 
cannot  influence  tlib  result  one  way  or  the 
other. 

It  is  the  oddest  general  election  I remember. 
It  is  one  of  th<?  shortest  lights  on  record.  It 
found  “ the  great  parties  ” in  a mess-up.  It 
has  caused  11101x5  washing  of  dirty  linen  in 
public  than  any  election  for  a generation. 
There  has  been  no  electoral  issue.  The 
Government,  for  the  first  time  at  a general 
election,  has  openly  declared  that  it  had 
no  policy.  The  late  Prime  Minister,  con- 
sequently, lias  had  no  “ policy,”  and  his  plea 
to  the  electors  was  simply  that  they  should 
return  him  and  his  friends.  Further,  it  has 
been  the  first  election  for  a generation  at 
which  the  Irish  question  has  not  been  an  issue. 
The  Irish  electors,  for  the  first  time  since 
Mr.  Gladstone's  Franchise  Act«,  are  voting 
(except  in  Liverpool  Exchange  division)  as 
British  subjects.  Formerly  they  voted  as 
Irishmen. 

Very  few  can  recollect  an  election  in  which 
so  many  respectable  politicians  behaved  like 
corner-boys.  Churchill  and  Curzon  have  been 
tearing  one  another  to  shreds  through  the 
agency  of  the  press,  although  both  were 
Cabinet  colleagues  till  the  Carlton  Club 
defeated  the  Government.  Birkenhead  and 
Derby  have  assailed  one  another  in  the  best 
Eatauswill  style.  Mr.  Lloyd  George  has 
contemned  Mr.  Bonar  Law ; both  have 
ridiculed  Mr.  Asquith  who,  in  turn,  has  told 
people  part  of  what  ho  thought  of  his  two 
successors.  Churchill  has  reminded  his  con- 
stituents in  Dundee  that  two  of  the  candidates 
there  had  to  be  locked  up  during  the  war  to 
prevent  their  hampering  the  national  defence. 
He  had  forgotten  his  chivalrous  resignation 
of  the  Chancellorship  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster, because  he  could  do  better  work  with 
his  regiment  in  France,  and  his  less  loudly 
trumpeted  return  from  France.  Birkenhead, 
the  Conservative,  has  written  in  support  of 
a National  Liberal  in  Peckhara  whose  opponent 
is  a Conservative.  Churchill,  who  told  his 
constituents  he  wanted  to  be  returned  as  a 
Liberal,  has  sent  a -message  of  support  to  the 
Conservative  candidate  for  Oldham.  Now 
if  the  “ untutored  class  ” that  is  alleged  to  be 
unfit  to  govern,  had  been  carrying  on  like 
these  Hon.  and  Right  Hon.  Gentlemen,  it 
would  have  been  regarded  as  proof  positive 
of  their  unfitness;  but,  as  the  gentlemen 
who  have  reduced  the  election  pretty 
much  to  the  level  of  a dog  fight  are  all 
of  the  elite,  their  uncouth  civilities  can 
only  be  a sort  of  forecast  of  what  political 
warfare  is  to  be  like  in  the  “ new  world  ” 
of  their  conception. 

The  most  vicious  diatribe  in  the  whole  of 
the  campaign  has  been.  Mr.  Lloyd  George's 
outburst  about  the  “ intellectuals  ” of  the 
Labour  Party. 

His  statement  was  that  the  Labour  Party 
— of  which,  let  me  explain,  I am  not  a member 
— is  being  driven  not  by  bona  fide  trade 
unionists  but  by  “ a band  of  theorists  of  clever 
men.”  The  sooner  Labour  got  rid  of  these 
men,  he  added,  the  better. 

What  does  that  mean  exactly  ? The 
Labour  Party  has  attracted  men  of  considerable 
intellectual  attainment.  H.  G.  Wells,  the 
writer ; Arthur  Ponsonby,  a skilled  Par- 
liamentarian ; Patrick  Hastings,  K.C.  ; Lord 
Haldane,  the  educationalist  and  statesman ; 
Sidney  Webb,  the  economist ; Bernard  Shaw, 

a 

) " The  front  page  of  the  ‘ Co-  j 

I operative  News  ' this  week  is  the  j 
( finest  material  which  can  be  used  ) 

i for  canvassing,  for  it  shows  at  a j 
| glance  the  heavy  calls  made  on  the  * 

f working  classes  for  the  expenses  of  } 
j the  country."— Mrs.  Reai.  (New  j 
i Cross  branch  of  the  Women’s  Co-  * 

{ operative  Guild),  at  Brighton  on  \ 

\ Saturday  last.  j 

□- h 

tho  critic ; Hamilton  Fyfe,  the  journalist ; 
to  mention  only  a few.  The  purpose  of  Mr. 
Lloyd  George's  speech  is  apparent.  Having 
wrecked  the  old  Irish  Nationalist  Party 
and  the  Liberal  Party,  and  having  split 
the  Tory  Party,  this  enemy  of  a class 
war  seeks  to  split  the  Labour  Party 
by  appealing  to  class  instincts  against  these 


men.  His  purpose  is  to  arouse  in  the  sweated 
labourer  the  suspicion  that  men  like  Shaw  and 
Webb  and  Wells,  having  taken  the  trouble 
to  think,  are  out  with  a malicious  intent  to 
drive  the  workers  into  revolution.  He  has 
made  that  clear : “ We  are  confronted  with 
a menace  inside  and  a more  dangerous  one. 
It  is  the  menace  of  the  thing  that*  destroyed 
Russia.” 

The  Labour  Party  would  bo  the  first  to 
admit  that  it  is  handicapped  in  Parliament 
because  its  representatives  there  have  not 
had  the  educational  advantages  that  tho 
bulk  of  their  opponents  have  had.  It  is 
no  reflection  upon  Labour  to  say  so  ; it  is 
a reflection  upon  their  opponents  who  have 
hedged  higher  education  round  with  so  many 
fences  that  its  acquisition  has  been  beyond 
the  means  of  tho  masses  and  have  maintained 
economic  conditions  in  this  country  which 
compel  the  children  of  the  masses  to  go  to 
work  when  the  children  of  the  wealthy  are 
only  beginning  their  real  education. 

Mr.  Lloyd  George  dreads  an  educated 
democracy.  That  is  the  meaning  of  his 
attack  upon  the  “ intellectuals."  He 
knows  that  he  could  not  stand  up  to 
these  theorists,  in  argument  upon  any  economio 
policy  they  have  propounded  as  a party  policy, 
in  any  arena  where  he  would  be  tied  down  to 
facts,  and  where  his  statements  would  have 
to  be  supported  by  authoritative  corroboration. 
He  dreads  the  possibility  of  having  to  face  the 
withering  fire  of  these  men  in  the  House  of 
Commons ; and  so  he  attempts  to  sow  the 
seed  of  suspicion  and  enemity  against  them 
among  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Labourists 
and  trade  unionists. 

It  is  the  most  deplorable  plunge  the 
ex-Prime  Minister  has  yet  taken.  His 

Government  had  begun  to  close  Hie  door 
of  secondary  schools  to  a large  proportion  of 
the  children  of  the  people,  to  lessen  the  oppor- 
tunities for  elementary  education,  to  establish 
conditions  that  would  lessen  the  advantage 
the  child  would  get  from  the  elementary  school, 
and  then  he  comes  forward  with  this  pro- 
position that  the  Labour  Party,  chiefly 
recruited  from  the  parents  of  such  children, 
and  from  those  who  were  such  children  a few 
years  ago,  should  got  rid  of  those  members 
whose  education  and  experience  enable  them 
to  deal  with  problems  that  are  beyond  most 
people — including  Mr.  Lloyd  George  himself. 

“ What  a fall  was  there,  my  countrymen  ! ” 
A fall  from  power  may  injure  one's  pride  ; 
but  a fall  from  honour  may  destroy  one’s 
name. 

As  a democrat  I shall  deplore  any  election 
result  whioh  will  place  in  power  tho  party 
which  used  its  big  battalions  to  flout  demo- 
cracy during  the  past  four  years.  I shall 
deplore  any  result  that  will  place  reaction 
in  the  saddle ; for  reaction  will  destroy  the 
hopes  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  The 
State  cannot  afford  to  have  those  hopes 
destroyed.  I abhor  our  party  system.  It 
leads  men,  otherwise  men  of  honour,  to 
say  things  on  the  political  platform  and  in 
Parliament  with  a disregard  for  fact  that 
they  would  scorn  to  resort  to  in  their 
private  every-day  life.  A system  which 
does  that  is  good  for  no  country. 

Having  said  this,  I have  shed  my  last  tear 
over  the  new  evolution  in  the  political  world. 
If  the  old  party  system  be  restored  for  a brief 
period  as  a result  of  the  election,  we  shall 
probably  hear  more  of  the  origin  of  the  late 
war,  and  upon  cognate  -subjects,  than  we 
would  hear  under  a returned  Coalition.  Already 
the  “ coming  events  cost  their  shadows  before.” 
Conservatives  have  issued  posters  declaring 
that  Asquith  and  Grey  were  the  cause  of  the 
war.  Sir  Arthur  Griffith-Boscawen  blames  ‘ 
the  Liberals  as  “ the  real  authors  of  the  terrible 
carnage  and  expense  that  took  place.”  It 
used  to  bo  said  that  when  rogues  fall  out 
honest  men  come  by  their  own.  That  may 
.have  changed  with  tho  ntnv  conceptions  of 
public  decency,  and  the  authors  of  these 
statements  are  ns  likely  to  bo  wrong  as  right ; 
but  wo  shall,  no  doubt,  hear  much  about 
many  things. 

Whatever  we  hear,  or  whatever  may  still 
be  withheld,  there  is  one  course  for  which 
we  should  all  strive,  and  that  is,  to  pre- 
vent, for  all  time,  the  bodies  and  souls  of 
our  citizens  and  their  children  from 
becoming  the  playthings  of  intriguing 
politicians. 


The  opponents  of  the  Co-operative  candi- 
dates and  the  Labour  candidates  all  seized 
upon  the  proposal  to  raise  a capital  levy  for 
the  reduction  of  war  debt  as  the  one  most 
likely  to  damage  these  candidates.  At  one 
meeting  recently,  Mr.  Bernard  Shaw  was 
asked  if  the  state  of  tho  national  finances 
would  not  make  some  sort  of  “ mobilisation  of 
securities  ” necessary.  “ Ah  ! ” said  Shaw, 
“ why  did  we  not  think  of  that  name  instead 
of  a Capital  Lovy  ? ” He  went  on  to  suggest 
that  tho  new  Government,  whose  representa- 
tives in  the  constituencies  denounced  the 
Capital  Levy,  would  be  compelled  to  reduce 
the  national  debt  by  a Capital  Levy  officially 
styled  a “ Mobilisation  of  Securities.” 

Confusion  bos  been  created  by  the  capitalist 
press — owned  by  millionaires  liable  to  a 
Capital  Levy — as  to  the  purpose  of  the  Levy. 
It  has  been  denounced  as  a policy  of  theft.  It 
has  also  been  denounced  as  a policy  that  Would 
drive  capital  out  of  the  country,  ruin  industry, 
and  increase  the  numbers  of  unemployed. 
It  is  not  theft.  It  is  certainly  unfortunate 
if  a man  with  £6,000  has  to  forfeit  a sum  of 
£10  (i.e.,  1 per  cent,  on  the  £1,000  by  which 
his  wealth  exceeds  £5,000 — £5,000  and  under 
being  exempt) ; but  it  is  equally  unfortunate 
if  a householder  with  an  income  of  30s.  a 
week  who  spends  20s.  on  food  has  to  forfeit 
78.  5d.  to  the  State  in  taxation,  and  get  only 
12s.  7d.  worth  of  food  for  liis  pound.  That  is 
what  actually  happens.  The  State  must  be 
maintained,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  it  is 
taken  by  every  Government  from  those  from 
whom  the  Government  thinks  it  can  get  it. 

The  Saving  Effected. 

With  our  enormous  debt  and  our  enormous 
interest  charges — a million  a day  for  interest — 
taxation  is  high.  The  reduction  of  the  debt 
by,  say  4,000  millions,  would  effect  a reduction 
of  £200,000,000  in  our  annual  expenditure 
(chiefly  interest).  Taxation  would  therefore 
be  reduced,  costs  of  production  would  be 
relatively  reduced,  sales  of  our  productions 
would  be  more  easily  effected,  and  industry 
would  improve.  - 

Mr.  Bonar  Law,  when  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  a deputation  which  waited 
upon  him  in  November,  1917,  said:  " My 
own  feeling  is  that  it  would  be  better  both 
for  the  wealthy  classes  and  the  country  to 
have  this  levy  of  capital  and  reduce  the 
burden  of  the  National  Debt." 

A Secret  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons reported  in  1920  that  a levy  upon  war 
profiteers  was  practicable.  (According  to  the 
Inland  Revenue  Board,  the  value  of  war 
wealth  in  individual  hands  was  5,065  millions.) 
Mr.  Chamberlain  then  told  a deputation 
from  the  Federation  of  British  Industries 
that  a levy  on  war  wealth  would  go  a little 
way  to  equalise  the  war  sacrifice,  and 
would  be  an  insurance  for  capital  gener- 
ally. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Keynes,  probably  one  of  the  best 
authorities  on  European  finance,  and  the 
editor  of  the  “ Manchester  Guardian’s  ” 
Reconstruction  numbers,  is  a supporter  of  the 
Capital  Levy. 

The  following  question  is  typical  of  some 
submitted  to  Co-operative  candidates  and 
others  who  support  tho  Capital  Levy : — 

Question  and  Answer. 

Question. — What  would  be  tho  position 
of  tho  owner  of  a private  business  worth 
£10,000  but  on  which  ho  was  making  a loss, 
say,  of  £100  per  annum,  if  he  wore  assessed  for 
Capital  Levy  ? 

The  following  comprehensive  answer  has 
been  given  to  it : — 

Answer. — (1)  This  particular  point  is 
specially  provided  for  in  the  Capital  Levy 
scheme,  which  is  so  arranged  that  no  man 
carrying  on  a business  would  under  any  cir- 
cumstances have  to  realise  his  “ capital  assets  ” 
in  the  business  to  pay  the  levy. 

(2)  Eighty-fivo  per  cent,  of  the  industrial 
capital  of  this  country  is  in  the  form  of  limited 
companies.  No  charge  is  made  on  the  business 
of  limited  companies.  The  levy  means  at 
most  a change  in  tho  name  of  tho  holderp  of 
some  of  tho  shares — a thing  that  is  going  on 
every  day  with  limited  companies.  A charge 
on  the  shareholders  does  not  affect  the  business 
in  any  way  at  all.  (The  actual  levy  scheme 
will  make  any  considerable  salo  of  shares 
entirely  unnecessary.) 

(3)  I assume  tho  particular  case  in  the 
question  is  a private  business,  and  the  levy 


must  be  paid  in  one  of  three  ways (a)  g 
handing  over  actual  business  assets— which  * 
ridiculous  ; (b)  by  raising  money  on  „wrt  " 
of  the  business  assets— which  our  scheme 
expressly  designed  to  render  unnecessary^ 
(c)  by  cash  (assuming  .that  the  man  has  no 
other  securities,  wav  loan,  &c.,  which  he  could 
hand  over).  We  have  a practical  form  of  (c) 
First  of  all,  the  value  adopted  for  the  W 
is  the  value  of  the  business  as  a going  concem-~ 
not  the  scrap  value  of  the  plant.  If  ole 
business  is  worth  £10,000,  it  may  make  a casual 
loss,  but  the  facts  must  show  that  over  a 
period  of  years  it  must  be  profit-making  (t0 
the  extent  probably  of  at  least  £1,500  a year 
on  the  average).  The  business  is  agreed  to 
be  worth  £10,000,  and  the  levy  thereon  is 
say,  £500.  The  State  is  then  deemed  to  own 
a share  in  the  capital  of  the  business  to  the 
extent  of  £500,  and  to  be  entitled  to  take  its 
share  of  future  profit  (as  a limited  partnerj. 
Out  of  this  share  of  tho  future  profit  the  £500 
will  be  paid  off.  If  there  is  no  future  profit 
the  State’s  share  is  worthless,  which  is  only 
right,  since  facts  have  shown  the  business  to 
be  worthless,  and  the  value,  £10,000,  quite 
wrong. 

" Business  As  Usual." 

In  short,  in  the  case  of  private  businesses- 
(a  very  small  part  of  the  wealth  of  the  country) 
special  arrangements  will  be  made  to  enable 
the  business  owner  to  pay  off  his  levy  out  of 
profits,  and  only  a small  percentage  of  the 
profits  is  taken  year  by  year  for  this  purpose. 
This  is  not  an  income  tax.  Tins  point  is 
important,  as  the  special  arrangement  designed 
for  private  businesses  will  thus  not  greatly 
disturb  the  normal  plan  of  the  levy’. 

The  difference  between  levy  and  an  income 
tax  is  two-fold : — (1)  The  levy  being  designed 
to  redeem  debt  and  not- to  meet  current  expenses 
need  not  be  paid  in  cash  except  to  a very  small 
extent.  It  could  in  theory  be  effected  without 
a penny  in  cash  passing  hands.  In  practice, 
of  course,  some  cash  payment  must  take 
place.  An  income-tax  being  designed  to  meet 
current  expenses  must  be  paid  in  cash.  (2) 
The  other  vital  difference  is  that  one  is 
measured  by  reference  to  capital,  and  tho 
other  by  reference  to  income.  Tho  effect 
is  clear  from  an  example  : — Jones  lias  £10,000 
in  war  loan,  value  £10,000,  yearly  income  £500; 
Smith  has  a business,  value  £10,000,  average 
yearly  profit  £1,500.  The  State  wants  £500 
in  revenue.  It  may  levy  an  income  tax.  5s, 
in  the  poimd  on  the  yearly  income.  Then 
Jones  pays  £125,  and  Smith  £375. 

Or  the  State  may  impose  a levy  by  reference 
to  wealth.  Their  wealth  being  equal,  they 
pay  £250  each. 

Thus,  a “ Capital  Tax  ” (as  is  inevitable  in 
present  national  financial  circumstances  with 
a debt  of  £8,000,000,000)  lessens  the  taxation 
of  tho  man  using  his  capital  iu  business. 
Therefore,  we  say  the  levy  i&an  aid  to  business. 


C.P.S.  MANAGER  RETIRES 


Mr.  James’ Booth  it;on 

Mr.  Boom’s  retirement  from iv^.ierati'’e 
of  general  manager  of  the  to-oj  t0  tb« 
Printing  Society  has  been  intunateu 
shareholders. 


j govnnm  18,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


EMPLOYEES’  SUPERANNUATION. 

IN  ACTUAL  OPERATION  AT  DARWEN. 


SOPE1LVNNDATION  schemes  at  tlio  present 
moment  seem  to  be  a favourite  topic  of 
discussion.  Where  two  or  three  co-opera- 
tive employees  assemble  together,  super- 
annuation, sooner  or  later,  is  almost 
rtTtnin  to  crop  up,  and  the  remarkable 
tking  about  these  impromptu  discussions 
j*  that,  whilst  there  is  an.  intense  desire 
apparently  on  the  part  of  employees,  there 
EJems  to  be  an  idea  in  some  quarters  that 
mi  employees’  superannuation  scheme  is 
impracticable,  and  “cannot  be  done,”  and 
if  put  into  operation  would  sooner  or  later 
come  to  grief.  It  is  because  of  such  argu- 
ments and  misconception  that  this  note  is 

^The  fact  that  Darwen  Industrial  Society 
lms  such  a scheme  in  operation  is  a con- 
tradiction to  these  adverse  arguments,  and 
in  view  of  the  numerous  inquiries  that  are 
received  from  all  over  the  country,  it  is 
, thought  that  a short  resume  of  the  scheme 
would  serve  a very  useful  purpose  nil 
round,  and  tend  to  eliminate  any  wrong 
impression  as  to  the  advisability  and  suc- 
cessful working  of  such  a scheme.  The 
need  for  a scheme  of  this  nature  is  mani- 
fest to  every  society,  and  " ill  become  more 


urgent  as  time  goes  on. 


From  a financial 


point  of  view  this  is 'very  obvious,  e.g., 
Darwen  Society’s  scheme  started  eighteen 
months  ago,  and  already  there  is  a fund 
of  £3,500.  What  is  wanted  is  a real  earnest 
desire,  and  the  “ will  to  do.”  The  longer 
a contributory  scheme  Is  put  off  the  longer 
a waiting  period  must  ensue  before  super- 
annuation allowance  can  be  made,  owing 
to  the  greater  number  of  persons  arriving 
at  the  retiring  age.  It  will  not  be  out  of 
place  to  say  that  at  the  end  of  their  working 
days  every  man  and  woman  ought  to  be 
abio  to  live  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
in  peace,  comfort,  and  happiness,  and  a 
superannuation  fund  will  go  a long  way 
towards  accomplishing  this,  and  it  will  he 
a great  and  glorious  achievement  for  the 
movement  if  all  societies  could  adopt  such 
a scheme. 

A contributory  Scheme. 

The  Darwen  Society’s  scheme  is  a con- 
tributory one,  and  was  started  off  rock 
bottom,  without  any  grant  in  any  shape  or 
form,  and  is  remarkable  for  its  simplicity 
and  freedom  from  complications.  The  fund 
is  worked  by  a committee  consisting  of  six 
employees  and  seven  directors,  one  of 
whom  is  the  president  of  the  society  for 
the  time  being,  and  the  secretary  to  the 
fund  is  the  secretary  of  the  society.  The 
rules  given  herewith  explain  the  working 
in  detail,  and  a perusal  of  the  balance 
6lieet,  which  is  also  given,  will  give  a 
clearer  understanding  of  the  whole  scheme. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  fund  is  a rapidly 
growing  one,  and  in  the  course  of  a few 
years  will  be  self-supporting.  It  might  be 
mentioned  also  that  the  Income  Tax  Com- 
missioners have  agreed  to  a deduction  from 
the  income  tax  assessment  for  contribu- 
tions paid  by  employees  who  are  subject  to 
income  tax.'  The  adoption  of  a superan- 
nuation scheme  drives  away  for  ever  the 
hideous  bogey  of  poverty  in  old  age. 

Any  other  details  will  be  gladly  furnished 
.by  the  secretary  to  the  Darwen  Industrial 
Society  (Mr.  T.  E.  Marsden),  who  initiated 
the  scheme,  and  the  hope  is  expressed  that 
the  information  contained  herein  will  be 
beneficial  in  the  fullest  sense  to  all  socie- 
ties and  employees  alike. 

The  Governing  Ruies. 

The  following  are  the  rules  applied  in 
Darwen : — 

1.  The  superannuation  committee  shall 
number,  including 


not  exceed  thirteen 
the  chairman. 

2.  The  composition  of  the  committee 
ehall  be  made  up  of  six  representing  the 
employees  and  seven  representing  the 
general  board  of  management,  one  of  whom 
Shall  be  the  president  of  the  society,  who 

BALANCE  SHEET.— EMPLOYEES' 


1 shall  he  the  fchnirman  of  the  superannua- 
tion committee,  with  equal  voting  rights, 
nnd  power- to  give  e casting  vote,  if,  and 
when  necessary. 

3.  The  scheme  shall  embrace  all  full-time 
employees  of  the  society. 

4.  It  shall  bo  a condition  of  employment 
with  future  permanent  employees  that 
they  bo  members  of  the  superannuation 
soli  erne. 

In  the  event  of  the  dismissal  of  an 
employee  for  dishonesty  or  wilful  damage, 
the  superannuation  committee  shall  decide 
how  much,  if  any,  of  his  contributions  shall 
be  repaid  to  him. 

6.  The  cost  of  the  administration  of  the 
fund  shall  bo  homo  by  the  society. 

7.  In  case  of  sickness  the  full  contribu- 
tions must  bo  kept  up,  but  a time  allow- 
ance for  the  payments  wifcr  be  made  if 
necessary. 

8.  The  funds  of  the  superannuation 
scheme  shall  be  vested  jn  the  committee  for 
the  time  being  as  trustees  of  the  fund,  and 
shall  be  invested  with  the  society  at  a 
minimum  rate  of  interest  of  5 per  cent, 
per  annum,  increasing  according  to  any 
increase  that  may  be  made  in  the  rates  of 
interest  paid  on  members'  share  capital. 

9.  The  contribution  for  distributive  em- 
ployees shall  be  2J  per  cent,  of  weekly 
wages,  and  for  productive  workers  the  pay- 
ments for  male  adults  sliall  be  based  on  a 
flat  rate  of  2}  per  cent,  on  a weekly  wage 
of  £4,  and  for  female  adults  £2,  carrying 

superannuation  allowance  of  half  the 
above  wages.  The  contributions  for  junior 
productive  hands  shall  be  2J  per  cent,  of 
their  weekly  wages,  and  at  twenty-one 
years,  of  age  they  shall  automatically  go 
on  the  flat  rate  as  adults. 

10.  The  society’s  contributions  shall  be 
an  equal  amount  to  that  of  the  employees, 
the  whole  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6 
per  cent,  per  annum,  computed  quarterly. 

11.  The  superannuation  allowance  for 
distributive  hands  sliall  be  half  wages, 
based  on  the  average  wages  paid  for  the 
previous  five  years. 

12.  In  the  event  of  an  employee  leaving 
the  service  of  the  society  his  own  contribu- 
tions, plus  interest,  less  5 per  cent,  for 
expenses,  sliall  ba  repaid  to  him. 

13.  In  the  event  of  the  death  of  an  em- 
ployee before  payment  of  superannuation 
allowance,  his  contributions,  plus  interest 
less  5 per  cent,  for  expenses,  shall  be  paid 
to  his  legal  representative. 

14.  No  one  shall  qualify  for  superannua- 
tion unless  lie  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  society  for  at  least*  ten  years. 

15.  In  the  case  of  employees,  at  say, 
fifty  years  of  age,  being  unfit  for  further 
service,  the  superannuation  committee 
would,  according  to  their  discretion,  place 
them  on  such  superannuation  as  would 
meet  the  case. 

1G.  In  the  event  of  an  employee  at  any 
age  less  than  fifty  years  being  totally  dis- 
abled and  rendered  permanently  incapable 
of  following  any  employment,  then  such 
a case  shall  be  specially  considered  by  the 
committee. 

. 17.  At  sixty  years  of  age  an  employee 
may,  on  grounds  of  ill-health,  &c.,  apply 
to  go  on  superannuation. 

18.  At  sixty-five  years  of  age  an  em- 
ployee will  automatically  go  on.  super- 
annuation. 

19.  At  the  end  of  five  years  the  super- 
annuation scheme,  including  the  rules, 
shall  be  subject  to  revision,  and  if  at  any 
time  the  scheme  be  abandoned  then  the 
whole  of  the  funds  shall  be  divided  among 
the  members,  according  to  the  total  amount 
standing  to  the  credit  of  each  individual 
member. 

20.  The  superannuation  committee  shall 
meet  as  occasion  requires,  but  at  least 
once  quarterly. 


Mow  !t  Stands. 

SUPERANNUATION  FUND. 
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Suez  Canal  Charges. 

Tim  Suez  Canal  Company  announces  a 
reduction  in  its  dues  on  shipping  passing 
through  that  world  highway.  The  reduction 
follows  a similar  one  last  year.  Traffics  arc 
steadily  increasing,  and  last  year’s  totals  show 
that  tho  tonnage  passing  through  the  canal 
was  equal  to  nine-tenths  of  the  1913  figure, 
from  which  we  must  conclude  that  the  canal 
has  not  suffered  tho  proportionate  diminution 
that  the  decline  in  the  trade  of  the  world  would 
warrant.  The  majority  of  the  shares  of  this 
company  are  owned  by  governments,  princi- 
pally our  own,  or  the  charges  would  not  have 
been  reduced  so  quickly,  I imagine. 

The  Foreign  Exchanges. 

While  the  General  Election  is  absorbing 
most  of  our  attention  at  home,  Europe  is  going 
from  bad  to  worse.  Tho  creeping  paralysis 
of  which  the  continuous  depreciation  of  the 
exchanges  is  a sign  is  proceeding  apace.  Ger- 
many is  travelling  to  Moscow,  via  Vienna,  as 
a German  friend  wittily  writes  me ; and,  as 
I have  long  prophesied  would  occur,  the 
French  exchange  is  now  breaking.  British 
investors  lose  heavily  on  this,  for  during  the 
war  our  Government  allowed  tho  French 
Government  to  issue  largo  loans  in  London, 
interest  and  capital  on  which  are  payable  in 
francs.  As  a result,  the  unfortunate  holders 
have  lost  about  tlu-ee -fourths  of  their  money. 
Furthermore,  many  British  officers,  soldiers, 
and  officials  while  in  France  bought  francs  and 
•left  them  there  with  banks ; these  have  now 
fallen  to  half  their  value,  and  will  no  doubt 
fall  further,  for  France’s  solvency  depends  on 
the  receipt  of  reparations  from  Germany,  and 
her  policy  towards  that  country  renders 
effective  reparations  impossible. 

Cotton  Thread  Profits.  — 

The  preliminary  statement  of  accounts  of 
J.  and  P.  Coats,  the  Paisley  sewing  cotton 
combination,  show  that  the  profits  for  the  year 
ended  June  30th,  1922,  were  £3,270,913,  against 
£2,072,449  for  the  previous  year.  Tho  profits 
are  therefore  superior  to  the  average  of  the 
last  ten  years  of  £3,108,329,  which,  of  course, 
includes  the  swollen  profits  of  the  war  years. 
The  dividend  for  the  year  is  17 J per  cent., 
which  is  much  below  what  it  would  bo  if  all 
the  profit  were  distributed.  Six  members  of 
the  Coats  family  who  have  died  within  the  last 


few  years  left  fortunes  exceeding  an  aggregate 
of  tlurteen  millions. 

Burberrys’  Results. 

This  company,  which  makes  the  well-known 
raincoats,  was  badly  caught  by  the  slump,  for 
it  had  bte.i  capitalised  on  a high  basis,  and  had 
an  ambitious  building  under  construction  in 
the  West  End  of  London.  For  the  year  ended 
March,  1921,  it  made  a loss  of  no  less  than 
£485,634,  and  it  had  to  write  off  £350,000  of 
its  share  capital  as  lost.  For  the  year  ended 
March  last  it  shows  a profit  of  £67,194.  Six 
months’  arrears  of  dividend  are  now  paid  on 
tho  74  per  cent.  Preference  Shares,  leaving 
twelve  months’  arrears.  The  report  indicates 
cautiously  that  trade  is  improving  a little,  so 
perhaps  the  company  has  turned  the  corner. 
Tree-Planting  Schemes. 

For  years  South  African  gentlemen  have 
been  advertising  in  English  papers  to  induce 
people  to  buy  their  land  and  make  fortunes  out 
of  growing  oranges.  I have  never  yet  heard 
of  any  who  made  the  fortune.  Now,  I see, 
advertisements  urging  people  to  make  “ enor- 
mous profits  ” by  tree-planting  for  mining 
props  on  the  Far  East  Rand,  and  the  kindly 
advertisers  offer  to  sell  five-acre  freehold  plots 
for  £250,  “ payable  on  easy  terms.”  There  is 
plenty  of  land  in  some  parts  of  South  and 
South-West  Africa  that  can  be  bought  at  less 
than  a penny  per  acre,  so  the  size  of  the  plot 
should  not  impress  one.  No  one  should  be 
tempted  by  these  advertisements  unless  they 
know  someone  on  the  spot  who  can  be  trusted 
to  give  correct  information  ; failing  this,  they 
should  write  to  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
Government  offices,  Charing  Cross,  Lohdou, 
W.C.  2.  One  would  have  thought  that  if 
prospects  were  good  there  would  be  plenty  of 
unemployed  miners  in  South  Africa  who  would 
go  in  for  this  mine  prop  business. 

Trade  With  Russia. 

Reports  from  Hull  State  that  imports  from 
Russia  are  now  considerable,  consisting  largely 
of  sawn  wood,  flax,  and  wool.  The  whole  of 
the  trade  iTbeiug  done  through  the  All-Russian 
Co-ope-itt"?.*  Society,  and  their  purchases  from 
this  country  during  the  first  nine  months  of 
this  year  amounted  to  £3,830,988,  whilst  their 
sales  to  this  country  for  that  period  total 
£2,969,194.  From  this  it  would  appear  that 
some  British  exporters  must  be  selling  some 
* goods  to  Russia  on  credit.  Our  exports  are 
. largely  machinery,  with  some  coal. 


HONOUR  WHERE  HONOUR  IS  DUE. 


PRINTERS’  GENERAL  MANAGER  RETIRES. 


SHAREHOLDERS'  APPRECIATION. 


The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Printing  Society,  held  in  Manchester  on 
Saturday,  was  made  noteworthy  by  the  fact 
that,  in  all  probability,  it  was  tho  last  Mr. 
James  Booth  (general  manager)  would 
attend  ns  an  official  of  the  society.  Mr. 
Booth  entered  the  service  of  the  society  at 
the  beginning  of  1875,  nnd  was  appointed 
general  manager  in  1899. 

Mr.  W.  Stansfield  (president)  occupied 
the  chair. 

The  directors,  in  the  report  submitted  to 
the  Manchester  shareholders*  on  Saturday 
and  to  the  Newcastle  and  London’  share- 
holders the  previous  Saturday,  paid  a high 
tribute  to  the  services  rendered  the  society 
by  Mr.  Booth.  Since  he  became  general 
manager  “ the  society  has  made  remarkable 
progress,”  and  this  in  a very  large  measure 
was  due  “ to  his  untiring  efforts  in  every 
direction.”  He  was  leaving  the  society  “ in 
a very  sound  and  flourishing  condition.” 

Eulogistic  Chorus. 

Directors,  officials,  employees,  and  share- 
holders all  joined  in  the  chorus  of  eulogy. 

The  Chairman  was  the  first,  stating  that 
under  Mr.  Booth's  management  the  society 
had  made  unexampled  progress.  “ We  have 
not,”  he  added,  “looked  back  at  all.”  He 
moved  that  “ we  express  to  the  general 
manager  our  very  high  appreciation  of  his 
long  services  to  the  society.” 

Mr.  F.  Hodges,  introduced  by  the  Chair- 
man as  tho  youngest  member  of  the  London 
branch  committee,  seconded.  “It  is,”  he 
said,  “ a great  thing  to  have  won  the  appre- 
ciation of  vour  fellow-men.”  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  T.  Wallace  (chairman  of  the  Newcastle 
branch  committee),  speaking  from  a twenty- 
six  years’  experience,  said  he  had  always 
found  Mr.  Booth  “ kindly  disposed  and  a 
thorough  gentleman.”  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr,  J.  Robinson  (private  shareholder, 
Manchester),  who  was  chairman  of  the  so- 
ciety twenty-five  years  ago,  observed  that 
he  had  known  Mr.  Booth  almost  from,  a boy, 
and  always  considered  him  one  of  the  most 


reliable  and  diligent  servants  of  the  society. 
He  had  looked  after  tho  business  as  keenly 
as  though  it  might  have  been  his  own 
father’s. 

Mo  Enemies,  All  Friends. 

Mr.  J.  Fitzgerald  (FailsWorth),  after  re- 
ferring to  the  business  qualifications  of  Mr. 
Booth,  said  he  had  not  made  a single  enemy, 
but  had  made  a host  of  friends.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  A.  W.  Tyler  (manager  of  the  London 
branch)  had  known  Mr.  Booth  for  thirty 
years,  and  “ never  a wry  word  lias  arisen 
between  us.” 

Mr.  F.  Thomas  (Newcastle  -branch  man- 
ager), who  was  with  Mr.  Booth  for  nearly 
twelve  years  in  Manchester  before  he  went 
to  Newcastle  ten  years  ago,  also  referred  to 
the  good  relationships  which  existed  between 
them. 

Mr.  R.  Hyde  (director),  as  director  and 
employee,  had  been  connected  with  the 
society  for  forty  years,  and  honestly  be- 
lieved that  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Booth 
the  society  would  not  have  been  in  the  posi- 
tion it  was  to-day. 

Employees’  Tribute. 

Mr,  Webb  (father  of  the  chapel  and  chair- 
man of  flic  welfare  society)  and  Mr.  \V. 
Swann  (ex-father)  also  paid  tributes  to  the 
work  and  worth  of  Mr.  Booth.  The  em- 
ployees were  going  to  honour  the  general 
manager  themselves,  but  they  thought  the 
shareholders  would  like  to  know  their 
feelings  towards  him.  (Hear,  hear.) 

The  Chairman  said  he  would  take  an  in- 
formal vole  as  to  whether  they  should  be 
permitted  to  recognise  Mr.  Booth's  services 
to  the  society  and  his  retirement  in  a sub- 
stantial manner,  say  up  to  £100.  (Hear, 
hear.)  . , 

The  suggestion  was  uuamraously 
approved.  . 

Mr.  Booth,  who  was  cordially  received  on 
rising,  thanked  the  directors,  co-workers, 
and  shareholders  for  their  kindly  references 
and  for  the  assistance  they  had  given  him. 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 

TURKEY  AND  THE 

MOVEMENT. 

WAR  AND  POLITICAL  UNCERTAINTY 
HINDERS  PROGRESS. 

It  is  interesting  in  view  of  the  Turkish 
national  revival,  to  note  what  progress  has 
been  made  by  co-operation  in  the  former 
Empire  of  the  Caliphs.  Now  as  late  as  1907, 
the  year  of  the  promulgation  of  the  Turkish 
constitution,  tlie  co-operative  movement  in 
the  country  was  quite  unknown.  Its  initia- 
tion was  clue  to  a few  employees  living 
together  en  pension,  who  proposed  to  acquire 
necessities  for  distribution  at  reasonable 
prices;  and  so  it  came  about  that  in  1914 
there  were  existing  in  Turkey  about  thirty 
organisations  of  this  kind.  During  the  war 
there  were  constituted,  under  the  guidance 
of  the  State,  many  other  organisations  for 
the  .relief  of  employees  and  those  bereft 
through  the  war,  but  these  succumbed  dur- 
ing the  after-the-war  crisis. 

To  combat  the  terrible  poverty,  a com- 
mittee of  economists,  professor^  of  idle  Uni- 
versity of  Constantinople,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a big  society  of  State  employees,  open 
to  all  the  servants  of  the  State  in  Constanti- 
nople ; aud  the  share  capital  was  obtained  by 
the  deduction  of  a quarter  of  the  monthly 
salary  of  each  employee. 

Of  the  small  surviving  Turkish  societies 
one  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  It  is  the 
co-operative  society  of  the  High  School  of 
Commerce  of  Constantinople.  The  co-opera- 
tive not  only  takes  in  the  teachers 
from  the  school  itself,  but  also  the  teachers 
from  all  the  schools — secondary  and  primary. 
It  provides  its  members  with  foodstuffs, 
boots  and  shoes,  clothing,  &c.,  the  cost  of 
which  is  kept  out  of  the  respective  stipends. 
Much  credit  is  therefore  enjoyed.  One  can 
thus  obtain  goods  on  favourable  conditions 
and  satisfactorily  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  members. 

The  slow  progress  of  co-operation  in 
Turkey  is  due,  above  all,  to  the  state  of  war 
which  has  endured  now  for  ten  years,  and 
to  the  great  uncertainty  of  the  political 
situation  of  the  country. 


A FACIST  DECLARATION. 

“WITH  GREATEST  GOODWILL." 

Signor  Cavazzoni,  the  Minister  of  Labour 
in  the  new  Fascist  Ministry  of  Italy,  has  de- 
clared to  a deputation  of  “ white  ” co-opera- 
tors that  the  Government  consider  the 
co-operative  movement  with  the  greatest 
goodwill,  because  they  are  convinced  that 
its  action  is  the  integral  element  of  national 
reconstruction  and  that  its  power  and  im- 
portance demands  the  disciplinary  assistance 
of  the  State. 

And  whilst  the  Government  will  he  rigid 
and  inflexible  in  their  interest  in  co-opera- 
tion, they  will  strike  against  all  co-operative 
formations  cf  a parasitic,  speculative  or 
privileged  character  and  will  not  withdraw 
the  measures  which  permit  of  the  rise  of  co- 
operative organisations  that  are  sound  and 
vital,  which  can  afterwards  be  completely 
emancipated  from  State  control. 

The  declaration  is  of  the  greatest  interest 
in  view  of  the  wholesale  destruction  by 
Fascisti  of  co-operative  stores  all  over  the 
country,  where— it  must  be  said  in  justice— 
Communists  were  suspect. 

IN  THE  GEORGIAN  PRESS. 

No.  11  of  the  “ Vakshiri,”  the  official  organ 
of  the  co-operative  movement  in  bolsbevik- 
ridden  Georgia,  is  given  over  to  portraits  of 
persons  prominent  in  the  international  move- 
ment, among  them  being  M.  Victor  Serwy,  the 
delegate  recently  sent  out  by  the  I.C.A.  to 
Georgia,  the  president  and  the  secretary  of  tho 
I.C.A.,  Herr  Goedhart  and  Mr.  H.  J.  May,  Mr. 
A.  Whitehead,  the  secretary  of  the  British 
Co-operative  Union,  Mr.  J.  J.  Worley,  tho 
secretary  of  tho  Co-operative  Productive 
Federation,  and  tho  Internationalist  of  tho 
•“  Co-operative  Nows.” 

EROADCASTING  CO-OPERATION. 

Co-operation  was  the  subject  of  the  first 
lecture  broadcasted  by  Station  Whad,  Mil- 
waukee, the  radio  outfit  at  Marquette  Uni- 
versity. This  was  appropriate,  because 
Marquette  was  tho  first  university  in  the 
country  to  organise  a chapter  of  tho  Inter- 
collegiate Co-operative  Society,  the  purpose 
cf  which  is  to  interest  students  in  the 
movement.  Fr.  Joseph  Reiner,  S.J.,  was 
tlnj  Weturer* 


November  is, 


C.W.S.  IN  THE  TIMBER  TRADE. 

MARVELS  OF  BOX  MAKING. 


SUCCESSFUL  VENTURE  AT  SALFORD. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


It  is  intensely  cheering  when  one  finds 
the  C.W.S.  winning  over  a new  industry, 
and  that  is  what  the  C.W.S.  has  done  at 
the  Langworthy  Saw  Mills,  Salford,  where 
it  has  set  up  a factory  where  it  is  doing  a 
big  business  hitherto  confined  chiefly  to 
Sweden.  The  demand  for  packing  cases 
which  tho  C.W.S.  productive  factories  make 
is  enormous.  Until  the  C.W.S.  began 
operations  at  the  Langworthy  Mills  the 
custom  had  been  to  import  the  timber  cut 
to  the  required  sizes  and  ready  for  con- 
verting into  boxes.  The  C.W.S.  has 
changed  the  system.  It  imports  ship  loads 
of  timber  as  cut  from  the  forests,  and  the 
rest  is  done  under  C.W.S.  auspices.  The 
timber  is  cut  to  the  required  sizes  not  only 
for  packing  cases  and  boxes  but  for  .rafters 
and  beams  required  in  the  building  depart- 
ment and  for  U93  in  the  varied  operations 
carried  on  in  the  works  at  Broughton. 

The  Wholesale  has  some  distinct  advan- 
tages over  its  competitors  which  make  this 
new  business  profitable.  In  the  first  place 
it  has  secured  an  excellent  site  on  the 
timber  dock  at  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal, 
and  it  has  ite  own  railway  line  into  the 
factory,  so  that  timber  from  Northern 
Europe  and  elsewhere  is  literally  landed  in 
the  C.W.S.  works  at  a minimum  of  trans- 
port costs.  Then  the  requirements  of  the 
Wholesale  are  so  extensive  and  so  varied 
that  the  Wholesale  is  able  to  derive  a 
special  advantage  from  being  able  to  buy 
mixed  consignments  of  timber — onk,  elm, 
mahogany,  maple,  pine,  birch,  and  deal— 
that  can  l>e  adopted  for  use  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  Wholesale. 

Amazing  Plant. 

The  plant  and  equipment  of  the  Saw 
Mills  are  simply  amazing.  Our  represen- 
tative, on  a run  round  the  works  under  . 
the  guidance  of  Mr.  Varley,  of  the  board, 
and  Mr.  Townley,  the  manager  of  the  case- 
making  and  wheelwright  departments,  saw 
AJietrunk  of  a giant  oak  from  the  ‘C.W.S. 
estate  at  Weston  Hall  trimmed  down  by  an 
electrically  driven  band  saw  ns  simply  as 
if  an  apple  were  being  peeled.  And  when 
the  bark  had  been  Rlicerl  off  there  remained 


sturdy  beam  which  will  go  to  form  part 
of  the  front  of  Shrewsbury  Society’s  new 
premises.  On  show,  too,  were  scores  of 
garden  gates,  trimmed,  mortised,  and  fitted 
by  machinery,  which  were  part  of  a con- 
tract for  the  Wigan  Building  Guild. 

Doors  and  windows  can  he  produced  in 
hundreds  in  less  than  no  time,  numerous 
operations  being  performed  upon  the 
timber  by  one  turn  of  the  machine. 

The  packing-box  department  is  a hive 
of  industry.  Everything  is  adjusted  to 
scale,  and  thousands  of  boards  are  passed 
through  the  machines,  cut  to  the  required 
length  and  breadth,  sliced  to  the  required 
thickness,  and  transferred  in  bundles  to 
the  assembly  department,  where  they 
are  converted  into  boxes  stamped  with  the 
society’s  imprint  and  branded  with  the 
trade-mark  of  tne  goods  they  are  to  contain. 
One  of  the  machines  in  use  is  a veritable 
marvel.  It  cuts  the  boards,  grooves  and 
feathers  the  alternate  edges,  aud  glues  and 
fastens  them  into  solid  bottoms  and  sides 
for  special  boxes.  The  making  of  the  boxes 
from  this  material  is  an  interesting  sight, 
and  some  of  the  machines  used  for  that 
purpose  get  through  the  work  splendidly ; 
but  the  girte  employed  in  certain  sections 
of  the  work  are  wonderfully  clever  with 
hammer  and  nails.  The  employment  of 
girls  for  box-making  is  quite  legitimate  in 
n trade  union  shop,  but  for  case-making  it 
is  different,  and  while  the  line  of  distinction 
between  a packing-case  and  a box  is  very 
fine,  there  is  one,  and  it  is  drawn  at  Vere- 
street  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  unions 
concerned. 

The  Eye  cf  the  Trade. 

The  Wholesale’s  enterprise  at  Vere- 
streot  is  being  watched  with  great  interest 
by  the  Timber  Trade,  aud  especially  by 
Swedish  firms,  who  formerly  had  almost  a 
monopoly  of  the  work  now*  being  done  a-t 
these  mills.  Tho  C.W.S.  is  only  one  con- 
cern, but  if  many  of  the  large  concerns — 
cocoa  producers,  soap-makers,  and  the  like 
— decide  to  follow  the  C.W.S.  example  it 
will  have  a serious  effect  on  the  Swedish 

Continued  in  next  column. 


1.  Timber  for  tlie  C.W.S,  per  r.s.  “ Dunbridge,”  June  1922  Lamest  consiim- 
ment  of  timber  brought  in  one  vessel  up  to  that  ’date'  * ' ^ 

A PS°alfornd.°f  th°  nmguifiocnt  sidi,,2s  the  C.W.S.  Saw  Mills.  Vere-street, 
3.  Another  view  of  No.  1, 


THE  NEW  PARLIAMENT, 

PARTIES  IN  THE  EIGHT. 

Parliament  will  assemble  on  Monday  f 
the  swearing-in  of  now  members,  tho  cleetiiT 
of  Speaker,  and  other  preliminary  formalities 
Tho  State  opening  will  take  place  on  Thuredav 
when  the  King  in  person  will  read  the  Speech 
from  the  Tlnone  and  disclose  whatever  pro. 
gramme  the  now  Government— whatevor  ift 
is  to  be — may  have. 

The  composition  of  the  new  House  has  been 
a matter  of  considerable  speculation,  but  the 
uncertainties  of  the  issues  and  the  new  clcav. 
ages  brought  about  by  the  dissolution,  left  the 
prophets  pretty  much  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
possible  results  of  the  elections. 

The  Conservatives  put  444  candidates  in  the 
field;  412  Labour  candidates  have  been 
engaged  in  the  fray ; the  Liberal  Party  has 
had  339  candidates,  and  the  National  Liberals 
138.  The  three-cornered  contests  have  con- 
stituted  almost  a record  number,  242 ; in 
twenty-six  constituencies  thero  were  four  can. 
didates  for  one  seat;  in  three  two-seat  con. 
stituencies  there  were  six  candidates  in  each 
case,  and  in  other  three  such  constituencies 
there  were  five  candidates.  In  one  division 
there  were  five  candidates  for  one  seat. 

The  members  elected  at  the  by-elections  in 
South  Hackney  (Bottomley’s  seat)  and  New. 
port  were  never  allowed  to  take  their  seats,  as 
Parliament  was  in  recess  when  the  elections 
took  place.  Both  members  have  been  opposed 
at  the  General  Election.  If  the  results  produce 
a change  in  the  representation,  the  attacirwill 
probably  be  held  to  Lave  been  justified;  if 
they  do  not  effect  a change,  the  contest  will 
accentuate  party  bitterness.  If  Labour  had 
won  these  by-elections,  the  untried  members 
would  have  felt  aggrieved  if  they  had  had  to 
go  through  it  again ; but  sportsmanship  has 
little  place  in  the  modern  election,  and  there 
is  probably  something  to  be  said  for  the  view 
that  anybody  who  thinks  it  bad  for  the  nation 
to  have  a particular  seat  held  by  a particular 
party  is  in  duty  bound  to  effect  a change  if 
possible. 

Mr.  W,  Lander,  opening  an  exhibition  ai? 
Brighton  last  week,  referred  to  the  C.W.S. 
fruit-buying  deputation  to  Greece,  and 
said  that  so  highly  was  the  C.W.S. 
respected  there  that  C.W.S.  money  counted 
at  a -higher  rate  at  the  hanks  than  that  of 
any  other  trading  organisation. 

Referring  to  C.W.S.  expansion  abroad, 
Mr.  Lander  enumerated  its  foreign  estates, 
and  lie  gave  some  indication  of  future 
acquisitions  so  that  wheat  could  come 
straight  to  the  C.W.S.  mills  without  tbs 
intervention  of  brokers  or  any  other  kind  of 
middlemen. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

trade.  Such  firms  cannot  all  do  so.  They 
require  packing-boxes,  and  have  in  conse- 
quence, to  procure  timber  suitable  for  that. 
The  C.W  .S.  can  take  a whole  cargo  of 
mixed  woods,  for  almost  every  kind  can  be 
used  in  one  direction  or  another.  Tlie 
more  houses  that  are  built  for  the  people 
tlie  more  furniture  will  be  required  l>y 
co-operators,  and  so  the  Saw  Mills  will  bo 
busier  than  they  are  now.  Tlie  more 
building  undertaken  by  the  movement,  the 
busier  will  the  C.W.S.  building  depart- 
ment he,  and  that  will  also  add  to  the 
work  at  the  Saw  Mills.  The  more  goods 
co-operators  purchase  *in  tlie  stores  the 
more  packing-boxes  will  be  wanted.  So 
the  C.W.S.  is  in  hopes  of  a great  boom  at 
Vere-street  when  the  purchasing  power  of 
co-operators  begins  to  improve.  At  present 
the  works  get  through  about  2S0  tons  of 
timber  per  week,  but  the  equipment  can 
dispose  of  650  tons,  and  the  Wholesale 
knows  how  that  could  ho  used  if  the  stores 
only  began  to  boom  again.  In  the  mean- 
time 37o  employees  at  Vere-street  are 
pretty  busy. 

It  should  be  added,  by  way  of  a human 
touch,  that  one  of  the/  most  noteworthy 

Sorts  of  the  Saw  Mills  is  the  workers’ 
ining-rooms.  “ Roast  mutton  with  pens 
and  potatoes,  rhubarb  tart  with  rice  pud- 
ding, Is.,”  is  a typical  line  of  the  menu. 
There  is  no  stinginess  about  the  helpings 
either.  Those  who  prefer  to  bring  their 
own  food  may  do  so  and  have  it  heated, 
hut  most  of  the  workers  book  their  dinners 
for  the  week,  and  they  find  the  fare  suffi- 
cioutly  varigd  to  be  enjoyable. 

The  office  and  shop  fitting  department 
at  Broughton  finds  the  Saw  Mills  a useful 
source  of  supplies.  One  sees  tho  work  of 
this  department  in  a thousand  co-opera- 
tive establishments  in  England,  but  one 
would  be  amazed  to  see  the  intricate  mass 
of  machinery  used  in  the  production  of 
these  fittings  whether  it  he  a twenty-font 
glass  fronted,  dust-proof  showcase  for  the 
drapery  department,  or  a simple  oak  stand 
to  hold  a cake  basket  in  a baker’s  window. 
The  planing  machines  are  commonplace 
pnrts  of  the  equipment  compared  with  the 
dove-tailing  machines  and  the  machines 
used  for  ornamental  mouldings  on  shop 
and  office  furniture.  The  finished  article? 
are  works  of  art  as  well  as  of  durability, 
and  everybody  will  hope  to  see  trade  loom- 
ing in  this  factory.  It  will  be  one  of  the 
first  signs  of  returning  prosperity,  aud 
yere-street,  anticipating  events,  is  ready. 
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POINTS  FOR  THE 
BOARDROOM. 


BY  “ALPHA.” 


PRINTING  SOCIETY’S  MEETING. 

DECREASE  OF  £49,000. 

STATE  OF  TRADE  AND  ITS  EFFECTS  ON  SALES. 


RECENT  BOOT  AND  SHOE 
REPAIRING  AWARD. 

CHRISTMAS  TRADE  PREPARATIONS. 

; REPLIES  TO  DIVIDEND 

QUESTIONS. 

Last  week’s  boot  jjud  shoe  repairing  award 
furnishes  another  instance  ^f  the  unfair 
conditions  imposed  upon  co-operative  socie- 
ties in  comparison  with  our  competitors. 

The  award  demands  that  co-operative 
societies  shall  pay  17}  per  cent,  above  Trade 
Board  rates  on  ground  work. 

In  n business  like  the  boot  repairing  trade, 
this  difference  in  wage  rates  places  co- 
operative societies  in  a very  unfavourable 
position.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  ovorv 
takc  this  margin  in  wage  rates  and  meet 
competitive  pvices.  Larger  buying,  more 
efficient  machinery,  and  better  organisation 
may  assist  a little,  but  at  the  best  cannot  he 
equal  to  anything  like  tlio  above 
percentages. 

Boot  and  shoe  repairing  is  a business  in 
which  little  capital  is  required  to  commence 
and  one  in  which  hundreds  of  small,  one-man 
shops  have  been  opened— many  of  them 
with  practically  no  overhead  chfligea.  The 
result  is  that  our  prices  are  above  our  com- 
petitors, and  consequently  trade  passes  our 
shops. 

From  the  trade  unionists’  standpoint,  is 
this  not  a short-sighted  policy? 

Less  repairs  to  our  societies  means  less 
work  for  their  members,  and  many  of  them 
now  are  only  working  three  or  four  days  per 
week.  In  some  cases  dismissals  have  be£n 
made,  and  trade  unionists  have  been  com- 
pelled to  accept  work  in  shops  which  the 
trade  union  is  unable  to  organise. 

One  society  put  the  position  before  their 
boot-repairing  staff,  and  an  agreement  was 
reached  whereby  prices  lor  repairs  were 
brought  down  to  the  level  of  their  competi- 
tors, with  the  result  that  within  a few 
weeks’  time  the  number  cf  repairs  received 
by  tlie  society  had  doubled,  and  instead  of 
the  staff  working  three  or  four  days  per  week 
they  are  now  working  full-time,  and  a possi- 
bility of  an  increase  iu  the  number  of  men 
Employed. 

It  is  easy  to  pay  17}  per  cent,  above 
Trade  Board  rates.  '*  . 

It  is  difficult  to  sell  our  goods  at  a higher 
figure  than  our  competitors  and  still  retain 
or  increase  our  trade. 

Christmas  Sale9, 

The  boards  of  management  should  now  be 
making  their  preparations  for  increased 
Christmas  sales,  for  in  spite  of  the  distress 
and  unemployment  prevailing  there  will  be 
a large  amount  of  trade  done  at  Christmas 
that  should  find  its  way  to  our  counters. 

Arrange  special  seasonable  displays  in 
fevery  department,  adopting  new  ideas  for 
publicity  and  attraction. 

Create  a want  which  will  make  sales,  for 
increased  sales  will  put  an  end  to  iiine- 
tentlis  of  our  troubles  and  worries. 
Christmas  clubs,  turkey  clubs,  grottos,  5s. 
parcel  clubs,  Is.  Santa  Claus  parcels,  will 
all  help  and  attract ‘the  attention  of  the 
public. 

Dividend  Questions. 

Thanks  to  the  persons  replying  to  the 
(Jtiestions  raised  in  this  column  last  month, 
Especially  so  to  “ Leon  ” und  “ Progressive.’1 

The  questions  were  . 

1.  Has  dividend  outlived  its  usefulness? 

2.  Shall  we  sell  at  cut  competitive  prices? 

3.  Shall  dividend  regulate  prices,  or  prices 
dividend  ? 

4.  Shall  we  compete,  ignoring  dividends? 

5.  Shall  we  maintain  dividend  and  ignore 
prices  ? 

G.  Can  we  both  sell  at  competitive  prices 
End  maintain  our  dividend? 

To  publish  the  full  replies  will  necessitate 
Elore  space  than  is  available,  and  we  purpose 
Bunininrising  the  opinions  expressed,  which 
Ere  as  follows  : — 

The  opinion  regarding  No.  1 question  is: 
That  our  dividend  has  not  outlived  its  use- 
fulness nnd  that  it  has  great  influence  in 
relation  to  our  membarship  a.nd  sales.  It, 
cultivates  a spirit  of  thrift  and  frees  hun- 


dreds of  our  womenfolk  from  debt  and  the 
shop  credit  book. 

It  forms  a little  reserve  whioh  can  be  used 
as  the  occasion  demands — sickness,  clothes, 
rent,  &c. 

2.  We  must  meet  local  price®.  Cut  prices 
should  bo  limited  to  a few  leading  articles, 
which  ‘could  be  augmented  by  special  sales 
of  our  old  stocks  and  “ out  of  season  ” 
goods. 

3.  In  fixing  prices,  both  dividend  rate 
and  price  must  be  considered,  neither  can  be 
completely  ignored. 

Nos.  4,  5,  and  6.  We  cannot  ignore  either 
competition  or  dividend.  Our  businesses 
must  be  conducted  with  an  eye  on  both. 
Our  method  of  trading  and  our  federation 
with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
should  allow  us  to  compete  and  still  have  a 
surplus  for  dividend  purposes.  The  opinion 
is  expressed  that  the  tendency  of  the  move- 
ment is  to  meet  competitive  prices,  and  that 


high  dividends  are  becoming  a thing  of  the 
past. 

“ Leon  ” complains  that  in  some  societies 
neither  our  prices  nor  service  is  equal  to  our 
competitors,  and  whilst  admitting  that 
there  is  an  improvement  in  the  civility  and 
•efficiency  of  our  staff,  there  is  yet  room  for 
much  improvement  in  this  direction. 

•The  “take  it  or  leave  it”  spirit  exhibited 
by  some  employees  is  not  conducive  to 
increased  sales. 

Co-operative  employees  receiving  better 
treatment  than  employees  in  private  em- 
ployment should  give  at  least  equal  service. 


The  new  president  of  the  Co-operative 
Printing  Society,  Mr.  William  Stansfield 
(Manchester),  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
shareholders’  meeting  in  Manchester  on 
Saturday,  and  referred  in  fitting  terms  to 
the  death  of  his  predecessor  (Mr.  A.  Taylor) 
and  the  great  things  which  had  happened 
during  his  term  of  office  (twelve  years).  He 
was  particularly  keen  to  . see  that  the 
workers  were  well  looked  after. 

The  directors,  in  their  report,  also  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Taylor,  saying  that  he  had 
rendered  “ very  great  service  to  the  so- 
ciety,” and  that  11  much  of  its  unexampled 
nrosneritv  ” was  due  to  his  efforts. 

Directors'  Report. 

So  far  as  business  was  concerned,  the  re- 
port stated  that  the  sales  for  the  half-year 
amounted  to  £113,505,  which,  compared 
with  the  corresponding  half-year,  showed  a 
decrease  of  £49,092.  This  decrease,  said  the 
directors,  was  chiefly  accounted  for  by  keen 
competition,  the  lower  cost  of  material  and 
production,  and  the  smaller  requirements 
of  customers. 

The  amount  disposable  was  £8,597,  and 
the  directors  recommended  that  this  should 
be  apportioned  as  follows: — Dividend  and 
bonus  on  shares,  £2,764  7s.  3d.;  bonus  on 
wages,  £1,230  4s.;  dividend  on  trade, 
£1,595;  contribution  to  thrift  fund,  £479; 
pension  fund,  £1,000;  carried  forward, 
£1,529  Is.  9d. 

Done  Very  Well. 

The  Chairman,  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  it  spoke  for  itself.  Consider- 
ing the  state  of  trade,  he  thought  they  had 
done  very  well. 

Mr.  J.  Turner,  in  giving  the  auditors’ 
report,  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
last  lot  of  the  property  at  Newcastle  had 
now  been  written  off.  and  that  it  coincided 
with  the  jubilee  of  the  branch.  He  also  re- 
ferred to  the  sound  financial  position  of  the 
society,  and  in  this  connection  said  great 
credit,was  due  to  the  managers  and  directors 
lor  the  very  efficient  way  in  which  they  had 
handled  the  society’s  business. 

Mr.  Wroe  (Barnsley)  asked  if  the  directors 
could  see  their  way  to  make  an  annual  grant 
to  the  funds  of  the  North-Western  Con- 
valescent Homes  Association. 

The  Chairman  said  that  if  the  association 


sent  in  an  application,  it  would  have  the 
directors'  attention. 

A Bradford  Delegate  asked  if  the  direc- 
tors had  ceased  subscribing  to  the  benevo- 
lent fund.  He  noticed  that  grants  had  been 
made  from  the  fund,  but  nothing  had  been 
put  ip. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  there  were  two 
good  reasons.  One  reason  was  that  they  had 
not  been  in  a position  to  make  any  contri- 
butions to  the  fund  for  the  last  two  half- 
years,  and  the  other  that  they  had  plenty 
of  money  in  the  fund  to  meet  their  present 
requirements. 

The  report  and  balance  sheet  were 
adopted. 

Elections. 

Messrs.  C.  Griffiths  (Hey wood),  W.  A. 
Hilton  (Bolton),  S.  Hirst  (London),  and  W. 
I*’.  Dawtry  (London)  were  re-elected 
directors  for  Manchester;  Messrs.  J.  H. 
Robertson  (Sunderland)  and  A.  Wilkie  (New- 
castle) for  Newcastle;  and  Messrs.  I.  H. 
Mitchell  and  R.  Bell  (both  of  London)  for 
London.  Mr.  W.  Appleby  (Manchester)  was 
also'  re-elected  auditor. 

It  was  decided  to  place  £250  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  directors  for  charitable 
purposes. 

References  were  also  made  to  the  retire- 
tjaent  of  Mr.  J.  Booth  (general  manager), 
which  will  be  found  recorded  elsewhere. 


ANOTHER  BREAK. 

DEATH  OF  WELL-KNOWN) 

C.WS.  DIRECTOR. 

MR.  T.  ADAMS  (STOCKTON). 

Co-OPERATORS  in 
all  parts  of  the 
country  -will  hear 
with  sorrowful  sur- 
prise of  the  some- 
what sudden  death 
of  Mr.  T.  Adams 
(Stockton),  a well- 
known  member  of 
the  C.W.S.  board. 

Mr.  Adams,  when 
in  Manchester  on 
Thursday  of  last 
week,  told  his  col- 
leagues that  he 
did  not  feel  up  to 
the  mark,  and  they 
Mr.  T.  Adams.  suggested  that  lie 
should  go  home. 
Mr.  Adams  did  not  want  to  do  this.  He 
had  arranged  to  be  at  home  on  the  Friday, 
and  lie  thought  if  he  went  home  before  then 
Mrs.  Adams  would  wonder  what  was  the 
matter.  He  also  declined  medical  attention. 

Mr.  Adams  went  north  on  the  Friday 
with  Messrs.  Liddle,  King,  and  Marshall 
(members  of  the  boards  and,  in  answer  to 
an  inquiry,  said  he  still  felt  poorly.  On  the 
Sunday  he  had  sufficiently  recovered  to  be 
out  of  bed.  On  Monday  a change  for  the 
worse  occurred,  and  he  passed  away  at  1-30 
on  Tuesday  morning,  the  cause  of  death 
being  collapse  of  the  heart. 

Mr.  Adams’  fellow-directors  at  Newcastle 
were  shocked  to  hear  the  sad  news,  which 
was  the  main  topic  of  conversation  amongst 
the  buyers  in  the  sale-room  at  West  Bland- 
ford-street  on  Tuesday  morning. 

Mr.  Adams’  record  of  co-operative  service 
was  long  and  varied.  From  December,  1893, 
till  December,  1906,  he  was  chairman  of 
Stockton  Society,  and  from  1900  till  his  elec- 
tion to  the  Wholesale  board  in  April,  1905, 
he  was  a very  hard-working  member  of  the 
Northern  Sectional  Board.  . 

As  a C.W.S.  director  he  was  a distinct 
success,  and  ho  is  remembered  as  a man  of 
mild  disposition,  always  straightforward  and 
conscientious.  His  abilities  were  most  evi- 
dent on  the  occasions  on  which  he  was  called 
upon  to  occupy  the  chair  at  the  divisional 
meetings,  a duty  he  performed  with  great 
skill  at  the  recent  Newcastle  meeting.  Mr. 
Adams  was  a member  of  the  finance  sub- 
committee of  the  board,  and  chairman  of 
the  wages  committee. 

Last  week  he  celebrated  his  seventy- 
second  birthday,  and  was  looking  forward  to 
a period  of  happy  retirement  after  next 
March,  when  his  connection  with  the  C.W.S. 
board  would  have  ended.  But  he  died  in 
harness.  , , 

To  Mrs.  Adams  and  the  family  this  sudden 
bereavement  is  a great  trial.  They  are 
assured,  however,  of  the  heartfelt  sympathy 
of  all  co-operators,  many  of  whom  paid  their 
last  respects  to  an  old  friend  and  colleague 
at  the  funeral  on  Thursday  afternoon. 


The  response  to  the  Edward  Owen 
Greening  Special  Appeal  up  to  date  is 
£201  15s. 


THR  Committee  of  (lie  Gravesend  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.  desire  to  tlnuik  oil  applicants  for 
tiie  position  ot  GROCERY  BRANCH  MANAGER,  and 

io  atute  that  tlie  vacancy  is  now  Ailed. 

1IE  Committee  of  the  Inswicli  Industrial  Co-opera- 
tive Socioty  Ltd.  desire  to  tlionk  oil  applicants 
for  tlie  position  of  GROCF.RY  BLTYF.R  and  MANAGER, 
anU  to  state  tliat  Mr.  I.  TUorpo  (Liverpool)  boa  b«n» 
oppoiuted, 


20  h.p.  30 -curt.  Albion 
Van  supplied  to  the 
United  Co-operative 
Baking  Society, Glasgow. 


Keep  separate 
records 

A STRIKING  example  of  the  importance 
of  keeping  separate  maintenance 
records  of  every  vehicle  in  your  service,  is 
provided  by  one  of  the  largest  users  of 
motor  transport  in  the  Kingdom. 

Keeping  a close  check  on  the  running  and 
maintenance  costs  of  every  yehicle  they  use, 
they  found  that  their- 30  cwt.  Albions  showed 
a saving  of  nearly  £400  per  vehicle  per 
annum  over  20  cwt.  vehicles  of  a foreign 
make. 

Keep  your  own  separate  records  of  an 
Albion  side-by  side  with  those  of  any  other 
vehicle.  Your  figures  will  convince  you  that 
Albions  are  the  cheapest  vehicles  to  run. 

Write  now  for  particulars  of  Albion  Models. 

Load  Capacity,  25.  30,  10,  50.  60  & 80  cwt. 


COMMERCIAL  MOTORS 

ALBION  MOTOR  CAR  CO.,  LTD., 

SCOTSTOUN  GLASGOW. 

London  Office  : Bank  Buildings,  20,  Kingsway,  W.C.  a. 
Also  at  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Biblmzngham, 
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CONGRESS  OMISSION 
MADE  GOOD. 

BIG  EXHIBITION  AT  BRIGHTON. 
DISAPPOINTED  POLITICIANS. 

Tru:  rival  attractions  of  the  election  meet- 
ings of  Mr.  C1.  B.  Fry.  the  famous  cricketer, 
failed  to  interfere  with  the  attendance  at  an 
exhibition  arranged  last  week  at  Brighton 
by  the  C.W.S.  in  conjunction  with  the  local 
society.  The  Dome,  where  this  year’s  Con- 
gress was  held,  and  the  adjoining  Corn 
Exchange  were  brought  into  requisition, ;and 
proved  highly  suitable  for  the  purposes  of 
the  exhibition.  The  buildings  were  occupied 
tile  whole  of  the  week,  with  the  result  that 
the  two  rival  political  parties  were  deprived 
o(  the  finest  meeting  place  in  the  town. 
Naturally,  the  local  press  and  politicians 
were  very  wrathful  at  the  action  of  the  co- 
operators.  The  halls,  however,  were  booked 
up  before  a General  Election  was  contem- 
plated. 

Good  Business. 

Immense  crowds  were  attracted  during 
the 'week.  On  one  or  two  evenings  it  was 
necessary  to  close  the  doors,  owing  to  the 
congested  state  of  the  buildings.  The  com- 
mittee are  well  satisfied  with  the  wc-ek.  and 
ore  very  hopeful  that  excellent  results  will  I 
fpllow  the  propaganda  work. 

To  many  nen-members  it  was  a revela- 
tion to  see  the  wide  ramifications  of  the 
C.W.S.  productive  works. 

Of  course,  the  working  exhibits  showing 
the  soap  aigl  sweet  making,  cigarette  mak- 
ing, mid  a new  machine  for  papering  cara- 
mels attracted  great  attention.  The 
Brighton  Society,  in  addition  to  an  admir 
able  display  of  the  goods  which  they  sell, 
had  a working  bakery,  where  a quick  sale 
was  done  with  the  appetising  productions. 
The  society's  bread  and  ” smalls”  have  a 
high  reputation  amongst  the  members. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Wilkinson  (secretary  of  the 
Brighton  Society)  and  the  committee  worked 
assiduously  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  F. 
Roekell  (of  the  C.W.S.  exhibition  depart- 
ment). 

Mr.  W.  Dallaway,  a veteran  worker,  and 
president  of  the  society,  presided  at  the 
opening  ceremony  on  Tuesday.  last  week 
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EFFICIENCY  IN  THE  STORE. 

TRADE  PROBLEMS  DISCUSSED  AT  A SOUTHERN  CONFERENCE. 

trade  campaign. 

[By  Our  London  Correspondent;] 


The  Truest  Test 

Mr.  TV.  Lander  (C.W.S.),  in  performing 
the  opening  ceremony,  said  co-operation  was 
based  upon  the  principles  of  equality,  jus- 
tice, and  brotherhood,  and  claimed  it  as  a 
right  by  associated  efFort  to  turn  the  stream 
ol  the  commercial  and  industrial-  life  of 
the  country  and  the  world  into  a collective 
as  against  an  individual  system.  By  this 
happy”  tlie'V  WCre  goi,,g  to  ,m,ke  more  people 

The  truest  test  of  a nation  was  not  the 
number  of  millionaires  it  contained,  but 
the  extent  to  which  it  could  minister  to 
the  contentment  and  happiness  of  the 
community. 

The  C.W.S.  was  helping  to  do  this.  The 
society  had  trading  rolntionsMvith  twenty- 
four  nations  of  the  world,  including  Russia, 
and  the  credit  of  the  society  ranked  as  high 
• as  that  or  any  business  firm  in  the  world. 

Possible  C.W.S.  Developments. 

The  society  recognised  no  class,  gave  no 
preferential  treatment,  and  conferred  mo 
special  privileges  on  any  class  of  the  com- 
munity. The  C.W.S.  did  a huge  trade, 
making  everything  that  it  was  possible  for 
the  housewife  to  want,  and  supplying  to 
the  local  societies  direct,  all  middle'  profits 
uero  eliminated.  The  society  had  its  own 
lactones  and  depots  in  various  parts  of  the 
ucrld.  J lie  ideals  of  the  movement  could  not 
be  calculated  £ s.  (1.  stione?  ln  condusio 
ah.  .Lander  made  an  earnest  appeal  for  in- 

(Ap,S,use!),PlJ°rt  f°r  tHe  1°"i'1  soeie^* 

A popular  feature  was  the  concert-meeting 
held  each  evening,  which  attracted  packed 
audiences  Mr.  TV.  H.  Dimberline,  J.P.  (a 

mJsid^i  °f  T,e  n,aTge,uent  committee), 
piesided.  lhe  vocal  contributions  of  the 
society  s adult  and  junior  choirs  were  of  i 
memonous  character  The  speakers  during 
Die  week  included  Mr.  F.  A.  Gibbins  (ex 
president)  Mr,  E.  (’.  Burden,  and  Mr 
Hussey  (educational  secretary).  ■ ‘ 

MUNICIPAL  ELECTIONS. 

VARYING  FORTUNES  OF  CO-OPERA- 
TIVE CANDIDATES. 

.l,LT<,n,T^l  s- „?hnklev  (»  member  of 
tlio  ",mble.lo“  Women's  Guild)  l,„s  been. 

GwW  r.  Ie,  , Wimbledon  Borough 
'rrtnn  t l!™'  Clli',f1lcv  “)»  sl,°  l‘er 

hi  w H'0  2‘""wl  t°  Hie  splendid  work 
tho  Women’s  Guild  „„,l  the  women's  sec- 
tion  of  the  Labour  Party  put  in. 

Maldon. — Mr.  S.  G.  Tydeman  J p 
°f  l|ie  Mol, Ion  „„.d  HeVbridoe 
J ty)V  was  elected  to  tlio  Borough  of 

J'tl.  634T?otes  'mC  ’ Set'"',illg  third 


Many  problems  which  have  to  be  faced 
in  the  movement  were  discussed  at  a con- 
ference held  in  the  Pavilion,  Brighton,  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Southern  Section  and  the  Women’s 
Guild.  There  was  a numerous  attendance 
of  delegates. 

Mrs.  Gas, son  (chairman  of  the  Sectional 
Board),  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said 
the  subject  under  discussion  that  clay  was 
one  ol  the  bulwarks  of  the  co-operative 
movement.  Without  trade  it  was  impos- 
sible ior  them  to  achieve5  the  ideals  they 
had  in  view.  They  were  not  satisfied  that 
the  best  was  being  clone  by  all  the  socie- 
ties; they  were  not  content  to  sit  clown 
and  enjoy  tranquil  repose.  (Laughter.) 

Tho  Trade  Campaign. 

Mr.  Burt  Williams,  of  the  C.W.S. 
Financial  Propaganda  Department,  gave 
an  admirable  address  on  “ Co-operative 
Tradq,”  and  explained  the  objects  of  the 
trade  campaign  which  was  now  being  con- 
ducted. There  were  some  societies,  lie 
said,,  which  were  doing  splendidly  and 
could  scarcely  be  improved,  and  others 
were  coming  close  to  them,  but  the  great 
bulk  of  the  societies  wanted  bringing  up 
to  the  Standard  of  the  best  ones.  The 
great  mass  of  trade  was  waiting  to  be 
captured,  if  the  societies  won  Id  only  im- 
prove their  methods  and  go  out  for  the 
trade  Mr.  Williams  then  gave  a resume 
of  the  special  papers  which  have  been 
written  by  Messrs.  Newbold  (Woking),  C 
i.  Cook  (Barnsley),  F.  Hayward  (Burslein), 
James  Haslam,  and  TV.  H.  Brown,  dealing 
with  stocks  and  prices,  shop  arrangements 
and  window  display,  staff  and  salesman- 
ship, and  publicity  and  propaganda.  The 
papers  contain  valuable  suggestions  for 
improving  the  efficiency  c.f  the  shops  and 
for  an  economical  control  of  stocks. 


Chipping  Norton. — At  the  Borough  Coun- 
V1  0I!  ^oveniWr  1st,  Councillor  F 

V .Slleasby  (grocery  manager,  Chinnimr 

Council  ST ,vos  f/w*11  roturned  (o' till 
Council  as  a Co-operative  member. 

Paversham.— CounciHor  C.  '.9.  Hawlces 
t,le  Fa''ersbnm  Society’s 
,na^fI?ent  an<J  educational  committees, 
and  chairman  of  the  local  Co-operative 


Effective  Propaganda. 

paling  with  the  propaganda  side,  Mr. 
Williams  urged  the  necessity  of  securing 
a larger  circulation  lor  the  co-operative 
publications.  He  commended  the  excellent 
paper  written  by  Messrs.  Pickupand  Banis 
ter  for  the  recent  business  conferences 
and  strongly  advised  that  it  should  be  con- 
sidered by  societies.  The  paper  would 
enable  many  societies  to  look  around  and 
see  whether  they  were  satisfied  with  the 
trade  which  they  were  doing.  He  was 
very  optimistic  as  to  the  future,  for  tliev 
had  a splendid  movement  which  had  done 
so  much  during  tlve  past  eighty  years,  and 
was  calculated  to  do  very  much  more  if 
they  had  faith  in  it.  (Applause.) 

Various  Views. 

A Portsea  Island  Delegate,  who  opened 
the  discussion,  considered  that  an.  efficient 
service  was  necessary  if  the  societies  were 
to  be  successful.  l/nless  the  service  was 
good,  people  would  go  elsewlierfe  for  their 
goodis. 

A'r  J Dickinson  -(Suctiono]  Board) 
thought  that  it  was  necessary  they  should 
reconsider  their  attitude  towards  stock- 
taking. The  section  did  not  raise  duv 
objection  to  tlio  accounts  being  audited  bv 
an  official  auditor.  Tliev  ought  to  have  a 
new  conception  of  stocktaking.  It  would 
be  an  advantage  to  centralise  the  drapery 
in  order  to  give  members  a bigger  chore 
of  goods. 

„ M/s-  , Hercbergown  (East  London  Toy 
ractory)  hoped  the  delegates  would  leave 
the  conference  determined  to  stock  their 
stores  with  the  artistic,  goods  supplied  bv 
the  factory.  At  present  95  per  cent  of 
the  goods  were  supplied  to  private  traders. 

-Mr.  J.  Bate  (Sectional  Board)  enmha- 
sised  tho  need  of  an  efficient  service  Tliev 
could  not  get  the  best  results  from  too 
many  juveniles.  He  mentioned  that' tile 
London  Society  had  its  own  publicity  de- 
partment  and  a printing  press,  and  circulars 
and  bills  were  continuously  being  issued 

-Mr.  Adsett  (National  Co-operative  Pub- 
lishing Society)  appealed  for  increased 
support  for  the  co-operative  publications, 

Party)  was  re-elected  to  the  borough 
council  at  the  top  of  the  poll.  Another 
Favershara  co-operator -Hr,  J.  Burton, 
u.u.l.,  J. I (educational  committee  and 
Co-operative  Party  committee)— also  stood 
lor  tho  council,  but  was  not  returned. 

Derby.— His  many  friends  in  tlio  co-one.rA- 

tl,e  Members  of 
the  Mens  Guild,  will  be  sorry  to  hear  that 
Japping  lost  diis  seat  «n  the  town 
council  nt  the  municipal  elections.  Mr 
nipping  stood  ns  a Co-operative  candidate’ 
his  opponent  being  n weman.  Mr  T 
Ogde^i,  another  candidate  put  forward  bv 
the  Co-operative  Political  Council  was  also 


and  urged  the  delegates  to  induce  their 
societies  to  invest  capital  in  tlhe  society. 

Praise  for  the  “ News.” 

Mr.  Stent  (Worthing)  lamented  tlio  lack 
of  support  given  to  the  ‘‘Co-operative 
News  ” in  the  movement.  Ho  hoped  the 
committee  would  find  out  the  ways  apd 
means  for  bringing  the  “ Co-operative 
News  to  the  notice' of  the  members,  for 
he  did  not  beliei'e  that  they  would  find  a 
better  paper  on  the  market. 

Mr.  il.  Hibberd-  (Southern  Sectional  sec- 
i^tarv)  referred  to  the  point  raised  by  Mr. 
Dickinson  as  to  stocktaking,  mentioning 
that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Webb  in  tilieir  book  on 
“Consumers’  Co-operative  Societies  ” had 
advocated  the  holding  of  an  audit  of  effi- 
ciency and  the  establishment  of  a trades 
and  business  council.  He  suggested  that 
this  idea  had  a distinct  relation  to  the 
subject  they  were  discussing  that  day. 
Upon  the  amount  of  efficiency  of  the  co- 
operative efFort  of  tire  staff'  behind  the 
counter  depended  the  amount  of  co-opera- 
tion existing  on  the  other  side  of  the 
counter.  The  one  difficulty  which,  had  to 
be  faced  was  the  difference  in  the  size  of 
the  societies.  It  might  not  be  known  that 
903  out  of  1,340  societies  hud  less. than 
2,000  members  each. 

Mr.  Mark  Clear  (Sectional  Board)  con- 
sidered that  they  desired  a form  of  pub- 
licity which' would- attract  the  man  in  the 
street.  As  regards  efficient  service,  he 
mentioned  the  case  of  a society  which  had 
employed  50  per  cent,  of  juveniles. 

Mr.  Hussev  (Brighton  Society)  was 
opposed  to  the  movement  adopting  the 
“quack”  advertising  methods  of  private 
traders.  The  difficulty  of  the  movement 
was  that  societies  made  members,  but  did 
not  make  co-operators.  As  co-operators 
they  had  no  desire  to  copy  the  methods  of 
capitalism. 

A Secretary’s  Criticism. 

Mr.  Richards  (Tunbridge  Wells)  cons.- 
cleretl  that  the  C.W.S.  Publicity  Depart- 
ment had  yet  to  learn  the  first  rudiments 
of  the  business.  The  department  was  well 
stocked  with  literature,  and  societies  would 
be  -well  repaid  in  getting  supplies. 

Mr.  Marshman  (Swindon)  proposed  a 
vote  of  thanks  tp  Mr.  Williams  and  the 
chairman.  He  mentioned-'  that  his  own 
society  had  been  offering  a prize  of  £1  a 
week  for  the  best  advertisement  sent  in. 

Mrs.  Real  (New  Cross  Women’s  Guild), 
in  seconding,  sfipported  the  appeal  which 
had  been  made  for  increased  support  fo 
co-operative  publications. 

Mr.  Salmon  (Sectional  Board)  supported 
the  proposal.  He  considered  the  essentials 
for  success  in  a store  were  quality  in  the 
goods  and  the  shop,  and  efficiency  and  use 
fulness  in  the  staff. 

The  vote  .was  carried  amidst  applause, 
and  Mr.  Williams  replied.  The  delegates 
then  partook  of  tea  in  one  of  the  ornately 
decorated  rooms  in  the  Roval  Pavilion, 
formerly  used  by  George  IV.'  of  doubtful 
memory. 


defeated. 


Sir  Edward  Clarke,  the  famous  K.C..  pre- 
sided at  a concert-meeting  nrraugej  by  the 
local  society  at  Staines  Town  Hah.  on  Wod- 
JjonM  Mr’  K°s.bury  (°f  Die  Central 

Board)  gave  a convincing  address  o„  the 
advantages  of  co-operation.  The  .selec- 
tions by  Mr.  E Partridge's  eoneert-nniT v 
were  appreciated  by  a crowded  audience.  Mr 
Bird  proposed  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man ami  speaker,  and  this  , was  seconded  liv 
Qfoff\Hny$°n  t,le,  Southern  Sectional 
stan),  and  unanimously  passed. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS 

Reading — The  quarterly  meeting  of  share- 
holders was  held  at  the  Wavlen-street  Hall 
on  November  9th.  The  president  (Councillor 
H.  Wooldridge)  occupied  the  chair,  and 
there  was  a very  fair  attendance.  The  cash 
statement  for  the  past  quarter  showed  sales 
amounting  to  £115,574,  a slight  decrease 
in  cash  values,  hut  an  increase  in  the  bulk 
of  goods  supplied.  The  two  retiring  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Patcy 
and  Mr.  J.  Berkley,  were  re-elected.  The 
usual  donations  to  hospitals  and  other 
institutions  were  granted. 

Newmarket. — Mr.  G.  B.  Poppy  presided 
over  the  quarterly  meeting,  which  was  held 
ni  the  Co-operative  Hall  on  November  2nd. 
The  quarterly  cash  statement  was  presented 
by  the  Chairman,  who  stated  the  sales  had 
• been  £21,6G8,  which  the  committee  con- 
sidered most  gratifying  when  reductions  in 
inces  had  been  taken  into  account.  Mr. 
H.  G.  Keegeu  and  Mr.  €.  Moss  were  elected 
on  the  general  committee, : and  Mrs.  Trigg 
and  Mr.  George  Chnllis  were  elected  on  the 
educational  committee.  The  purchase  of 
7 acres,  2 roods,  17  poles  of  land  at  lsleham 
and  the  subscription  of  21s.  to  the  funds  of 
the  National  Institute  of  the  Blind  were 
unanimously  agreed  to.  ’ 

Warminster.— Satisfactory-  results  were 
reported  at  the  quarterly  meeting,  which 
Avas  held  at  the  Town  Hall  on  November 
9th,  when  the  president  (Mr.  H.  J.  Pool- 
man)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  was  n 
small  attendance  of  members.  The  report 
and  balance  sheet  for  the  quarter  were  con- 
sidered to  he  highly  satisfactory.  Sales 
amounted  to  £8,005,  nn  average  of  £619 
per  week,  and  the  members  have  increased 
by  six,  now  numbering  876.  The  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee  to  pay  a divi- 
dend of  Is.  6d.  in  the  pound  and  grant  one 
guinea  to  the  Cottage  Hospital  and  £5  to 
the  repairs  fund  were  approved.  Special 
comment  was  made  by  the  auditors  on  the 
strong  financial  position  of  the  society.  Tho 
two  retiring  members  of  the  committee 
(Messrs.  G.  Parham  and  T.  Turner)  were 
re-elected  unanimously. 


TUNBRIDGE  WELLiT 

SHOPPING  WEEK. 

SPECIAL  MEETINGS. 

As  wo*  recently  announced  in  m 
columns,  the.  Tunbridge  Wells  Society  i 
tile  petty  action  of  certain  local ' tV„i  . 
.were  dehorned  from  t-uking  part  I,',  nS’ 
(omi  s shopping  TOflr  Tlio  conmUtt 
wisely  decided  not  to  take  this  snub  ll'  - 
dew",  and  they  arranged  to  hold  a 
shopping  week  for  themselves.  T|.  ' 
nanow-,mndaI  attiiude-of  a section 
slide  for  the  boycott  turned  out  to  he  a I, . "" 
mg  in  disguise.  By  hoi, ling  a specia| 
lor  the  society  s own  purpov?s  a l m,  * 
amount  of  publicity  was  obtained  than  u-rnii 

eas! t,ie  -«C2 

Every  arrangement- was  made  by  the  ■ 
nidtes  to  make  tl.e  week  a success.  Spechl 
facilities  were  offered  to  attract  buy  „ 
Several  com Qft itions  were  arranged, 
ing  one  in  which  special,  prizes  were  offered 
to  th-3  person  introducing  the  Largest  .IUnT  * 
her  of  new  members  during  tl.e  week.  Oii 
Mouday  there  was  a concert  at  the  Parochial 
Hall,  Southborough.  On  the  same  evening 
tliero  was  a.  fancy-dress  daneo  at  Kt0 
Biirualins-  Polish,  Hoorn,  nt'  which  prizes 
were  awarded  to  the  wearers  of  the  ly>o 
oostumes. 

Anniversary  Concert. 

On  Wednesday,  the  anniversary  concert 
and  meeting  took  place  in  the  Cfabb  Hall 
\ ictoria-road,  Avliere  a large  amliea;e 
enjoyed  a programme  provided  by  a talented 
amateur  oraj^ny.  Mr.  Neve  presided. 
Mr.  R.  Hibbeird  (eecretary  to  the  Southern 
section)  delivered  an  address,  in  the  course 
of  which  1>3  exposed  the  fjdlaev.of  the  asser- 
tion that  co-operators  tried  to  evade  (heir 
share  of  taxation. 

Ihere  ivas  a.  window-dressing  competition 
■pen  to  the  staff  at  the  central  stores  and 
tranches,  in  which  the  adjudicator  was  Mr. 
Hibbord.  Points,  were  awarded  for  i'ooj 
t"  -te,  originality,  colour  harmony,  cleanli- 
ness neatness,  and  general  effect'  Suutli- 
borougu  came  first  with  GO  points,  the  cen- 
tral grorery  being  second  with  56  points 
?nd  the  Silverdnla-road  branch  third  with 
o5  points. 

The  other  entertainments  included  a con- 
cert in  the  Parker  Memorial  Hall.  CW- 
burough,  on  Friday  evening.  The  committed 
and  offiem-s  are  to  he  congratulated  on  tho 
success  attending  their  efforts. 


IN  SOVIET  RUSSIA. 

MR.  H.  J.  MAY’S  IMPRESSIONS. 

The  large  attendance  on  Friday,  last  week, 
the  monthly  concert-meeting  arranged  by 
the  Sheerness  Society  must  have  been  very 
gratifying  to  the  educational  committee.  The 
Co-oneiative  Hall  "as  packed,  and  many 
people  failed  to  gain  admittance.  Mr.  M.  H. 
Clear  (mnnegement  com  vittee)  occupied  die 
chair. 

Mr.  U.  J.  A'. av  (secretary  of  tho  International 
Co-.o|-efative  .Hliance),  who  spoke  on  “ What 
I Saw  in  Soviet  Russia,”  held  the  audience  for 
over  an  hour.  After  a great  co-operative 
reception  at  Riga,  said  the  speaker,  tho  party 
proceeded  to  Moscow,  where  it  was  found  that 
co-operators  had  practically  mil  charge  ol 
trading  and  transport  iacilitios.  At  the  con- 
ferences delegates  attended  from  all  parts  of 
Russia,  and  to  illustrate  the  difficulties  of 
government  Mr.  Afay  referred  to  the  language 
question,  and  stated  that  in  Russia  there  were 
about  seventy  different  dialects,  differing  in 
some  cases  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  not 
uncommon  while  the  conferences  .wore  being 
held  for  the  speech  of  a delegate  to  be  inter- 
preted for  the  benefit  of  his  fcllow-Russians. 
The  result  of  t he  conferences  demonstrated 
that  there  was  nn  enormous  field  of  trade  avail- 
able between  the  co-operators  of  the  various 
countries  represented  ana  Russia,  provided 
lacUjties  for  such  trade  could  be  organised. 

The  impression  left  upon  the  delegates  wa$ 
that  the  .Soviet  system  of  government,  what- 
ever its  effect  might  be  in  other  countries, 
appeared  to  be  bringing  oif£  good  results  in 
Russia.  With  a fair  trial,  a cessation  of  out- 
side political  interference,  and  the  opening  up 
of  economic  relations  with  othci  peoples,  the 
country  under  its  Soviet  system  was  heading 
towards  the  road  to  prosperity  and  content- 
ment. 

Tlio  musical  items,  Avhicli  were  rendered  by 
the  junior  choir,  Avere  of  the  usual  hign 
standard,  and  reflect  the  greatest  credit  ori 
Mr.  A.  Pack  (tho  conductor)  and  Miss  A.  Brown, 
A.L.C.M.  (accorapauist).  Interspersed  with 
the  concerted  items  were  songs,  auets.  recita- 
' ions,  and  violin  solos.  These  were  contributed 
>y  Misses  H.  Wood,  W.  and  A.  Jarvis,  V. 
Boothe;  D.  Thomas,  W.  and  E.  Childs,  P. 
Sherrell,  I.  Chelton,  M.  Matthews,  D.  Bnyley; 

D.  Shcpperd,  and  D.  Hobson,  and  Masters  G. 
Starsmerc,  S.  Barnsley,  J.  Cole,  and  L.  Galvin. 

Tlie  concert-meeting  was  one  of  the  best 
ever  held  in  .Sheemess,  and  a return  visit  of 
Mr.  May  will  bo  eagerly  aAvaited. 


GARDEN  CITY’S  NEW  STORE. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  new  store  of 
the  Letclnvortli,  Hitchen,  and  District 
Society  took  place  on  Saturday  under  very 
favourable  circumstances.  Amongst  ilu-'s® 
taking  part  were  Air  A.  W.  GolighU.V 
(C.W.S.),  Mr.  E.  O.  Greening,  Mr.  Nowtnan. 
and  others.  A detailed  report  will  be  Po- 
lished in  our  next  issue. 


November  IS,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Chapter  XII. 

John  Puucoasb  rode  away  from  the  gates 
of  Stellar  Park  in  a vain  effort  to  outpace 
)ii8  feelings.  The  fact  that  his  plninly- 
dressod,  frank,  unconventional  companion 
was  the  adopted  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Oldroyd  had  dropped  on  him  like  a bucket 
of  ice  cold  water.  Never  had  he  mot  any- 
one so  fascinating.  - She  seemed  to  possess 
everything  he  most  admired  in  women,  and 
ho  had  ridden  home  with  her  fully  resolved 
to  improve  an  acquaintance  founded  upon  a 
lucky  accident. 

Lore,  springing  into  activity  at  the  sight 
of  a woman’s  face  and  the  sound  of  her  \oiee 
is  a mystery  that  touches  the  miraculous, 
yet  it  happens  daily,  has  h appened  through 
all  ages,  and  it  happened  to  John  Purchase. 

He  knew  it  and  wished  he  had  never  seen 
her.  The  ambitious  and  wealthy  man  who 
had  taken  her  under  his  wing  wouid  not  per- 
mit him  even  to  know  her. 

It  was  impossible  to  delude  himself  with 
false  hopes.  He  knew  as  much  as  anybody 
about  affairs  at  The  Towers.  Miss  Strothers 
would  be  a matrimonial  prize,  a rare  one. 
and  lie  was  a penniless  medical  student,  with 
a long  struggle  before  him  ere  he  reached 
a practice  of  his  own.  He.  who  was  not  in 
a position  to  woo  a housemaid,  had  fallen  in 
love  with  an  heiress.  It  was  tiagie. 

In  this  way  several  days  passed.  Then, 
in  sheer  desperation,  he  palled  out  his 
bicycle  and  started  to  visit  the  spot  where 
lie  had  first  met  her  ; telling  himself  that  he 
would  go  through  it  all  again—  in  fancy — 

• before  dismissing  the  incident  as  a passing 
dream. 

Peaching  the  place  where  she  had  sat,  he 
tcok  possession  of  it,  sinking  against  tli>2 
steep  slope  in  luxurious  inactivity  ard  soli- 
tude. High  above,  a mere  speck  in  the  skv, 
carolled  a lark. 

Hciv  long  he  listened  he  could  not  have 
told.  He  came  back  to  earth  suddenly  at 
the  persistent  ringing  of  a bell,  and  glanced 
round  in  time  to  see  a bicycle  come  gliding 
into  sight-.  On  it  was  Muss  Struthers.  For 
a moment  he  thought  he  was  still  dreaming, 
but  when  she  applied  the  brake  and  stood 
before  him,  he  sprang  upright,  the  colour 
surging  to  his  face  in  a torrent. 

■‘Good  afternoon,  Mr.  Purchase,”  she 
said,  looking  at  him  with  candid  interest. 
‘‘You  see,  I have  learnt  your  name.” 

'•  Good  afternoon,”,  lie  said  awkwardly. 
“Yes,  that  is  my  name.  Miss  Struthers.” 

" You  told  me  you  came  here  to  gather 
ferns,  but  I think  I caught  you  wool  gather- 
ing.” She  was  smiling  now.  as  if  amused, 
and  placed  her  bicycle  against  his.  “ May 
I sit  down?”  she  continued.  “Or  is  this 
bank  your  special  preserve.” 

“ Not  at  all,"  he  said.  “ I — I am  just 
going  to  ride  on.” 

" Can't  you  .sit  down  for  five  minutes?” 
she  asked. 

He  dropped  on  the  bank  a good  arm’s 
length  away,  with  all  the  colour  gone  from 
his  face.  It  looked. set,  like  that  of  a man 
about  to  run  a race. 

"I  wish  to  ask  you  a question,”  she  con- 
tinued. "and  I hope  you  will  answer  it 
candidly..”  ... 

He.  locked  his  bauds  round  one  knee, 
saying,  “ I could  not  answer  you  in  any 
other  way.  Miss  Struthers.” 

“ I want  to  know,”  she  asked,  “ why  your 
manner  changed  so  suddenly  the  other  day 
when  you  heard  my  name?” 

He  stared  straight  in  front  of  him,  biling 
his  lip,  wondering  how  to  reply  without 
looking  foolish. 

“ It  is  this  way,”  he  said  at  last.  “I 
did  not  suspect  it.  The  fact  staggered  me. 

I — I thought  you  might  imagine  J had  taken 
the  opportunity  of — forcing  ray  company 
upon  you.” 

“ I am  still  iu  the  dark,”  she  answered 
“ More  so  than  before.’,’ 

“ Then  I will  put  it  more  bluntly.”  he 
said.  “You  are  Sir  William  Oldroyd’s 
niece.  I am  his  bailiff’s  stepson.  There 
are  mountains  apd  rivers  between  us.  If 
your  uncle  saw  you.  now  lie  would  tell  me  I 
was  an  impertinent  yoijrig  pup — of  some- 
thing like  it.” 

“ You  will  parclicn  me,  Mr.  Purchase,”  siio 
replied.  “But  no  one  dare  use  such  a 
phrase  about  anyone  because  I speak  to  him. 

I am  my  own  judge  in  such  matters..” 

“But  I:  am  not,”  lie  said.  ''I  am  a 
medical  student,  without  means.  Sir 
William  advanced  my  stepfather  two  hun- 
dred pounds  so  that  I might  continue  m.v 
studios.  A man  with  a title  and  great 
wealth  does  not  permit  his  own  daughter- - 
you  are  that,  practically — to  associate  with 
men  like  mys&lf.  It  is  quite  natural.” 

“ Do  you  mean  that  Tam  not  at  liberty 
to  select  my  own  friends?”  she  asked  with 
■some  heat. 

“ In  your  own  circle  you  may,”  lie  re- 
plied. “There  are  foroes,  social  forces, 
tliat  will  keep  you  within  it.  Surely  you 
know?” 

“ That  I am  going  to  he  turned  into  a 
' 8 nob?”  she  asked.  “It  is  not  true.  My 
circle  is  formed  by  the  earth.  Do  you  think 
1 am  a child?” 

“For  front  that,”  he  answered.  “But 
even  ndults  have  to  reoognise  accepted  laws. 
You  see ’’  he  hesitated. 


want  this 


“ Go  on,”  she  urged, 
matter  settled.” 

“It  is  settled,”  ho  replied.  “Suppose — 

I am  only  supposing — that  you  determined 
to  l>e  friendly  with  me.  Do  you  supjxose 
Sir  William  would  argue  with  you  if  he  saw 
you  were  determined?  Not  he.  He  would 
put  his  foot  on  mo.  As  1 happen  to  possess 
some  pride  I would  not  give  him  the  chance. 

If  1 had  money — heaps  of  it — I would  defy 
him.” 

“How  logical!  How  just!”  she  cried. 
“If  our  positions  were  reversed  you  would 
do  tile  very  thing  you  say  I must  uot  do. 

Is  it  because  I am  a woman?” 

“Yes,”  lie  admitted.  “There  is  a 
ghastly  social  lie  which  says  a mail  lifts  or 
lowers  a woman  to  his  level.” 

“ 1 do  not,  I will  not  recognise  it,”  she 
cried  vehemently.  “To  do  so  would  be  an 
admission  that  I am  a cypher  without  brains, 
or  will,  or  character,  or  soul.” 

“ You  will  find  yourself,  bumping  against 
some  hard  facts,”  lie  said  gravely. 

She  laughed,  a fearless,  ringing  laugh  that 
startled  him.  “ I began  by  bumping  into 
you,”  she  cried,  “ and  I’ve  survived  *t. 
Indeed,  I knocked  you  over,  and  that’s  what 
will  hapjKMi , to  “the  other  things  when  we 
collide.” 

He  smiled,  lie  could  not  help  it,  she  looked 
so  merry  and  fearless.  “ Ycu  are  very 
young  and  inexperienced,”  he  commented. 

“Am  I?  old  gievbeard!”  she  scoffed. 

“ What  would  you  like  me  to  be,  eighty?” 

“ No,  just  what  you  are,”  lie  replied. 

“ A wonder,  a revelation.” 

A tinge  of  colour  came  into  her  cheeks. 

“ S|»eakin"  of  revelations,”  she  said. 

“ Where  do  you  find  your  ferns?  and  how? 

Is  it  a secret?” 

“ It’s  more  an  instinct  than  anything,” 
lie  answered.  “There  are  several  good 
nurseries  close  by.  Would  you  care  to  see 
one?  As  a rule  the  moor  is  like  a sponge, 
hut  it’s  pretty  dry  at  present.  Those 
boots,”  lie  looked  at  her  feet  dubiously. 

“ They  are  too  thin  for  the  rough  walking.” 

“ I am  not  to  be  frightened,”  she  said 
gaily.  “ Lead  the  way.” 

“ Very  well,”  he  answered  after  n long 
pause.  “But  I must  hide  the  bikes  first.” 
He  rose  and  carried  the  machines  separately 
over  tile  bank,  then  gave  her  his  hand  and 
helped  her  up  the  slope. 

“ Do  you  see  that  cleft  in  the  hill  over 
there?”  lie  asked,  pointing  across  the  moor. 

“ We  will  make  for  that.  It's  the  nearest 
likely  spot.” 

Tt  proved  to  be  much  further  than 
looked,  and  when  the  narrow  sheep  tr: 
upon  which  they  started  turned  in  another 
direction,  Mary  discovered  that  his  remark 
about  rough  walking  was  not  at  all  exag- 
gerated. By  the  time  they  reached  the 
cleft,  her  cheeks  were  flushed  with  exertion, 
and  she  felt  a little  breathless. 

She  found  herself  in  a water-worn  gorge 
which,  rose  iu  a succession  of  shallow 
ledges,  strewn  with  boulders,  round  which  a 
thin  stream  trickled,  forming  a number  of 
tiny  waterfalls,  whose  faint  splashing  alone 
disturbed  the  silence. 

“How  lovely!”  she  exclaimed.  “And 
how  still ! It  would  be  easy  to  imagine  there 
was  no  one  within  a hundred  miles  of  us 
Are  we  going  to  the  top?’ 

“ Unless  you  are  tired.”  he  answered 
“ It  is  really  worth  it,  and  the  walking  grow 
easier.” 

“I  want  to  go,”  she  laughed.  “Let  us 
proceed.” 

He  moved  on,  stopping  occasionally  to 
point  out  some  curious  growth  ami  managed 
to  unearth  two  ferns,  one,  he  declared,  being 
a rare  specimen.  At  last  they  readied  a 
Ha*,  open  space  upon  which  a dozen  small 
water  courses  converged.  Joliu  looked  at 
the  sky  with  a startled  glance.  A dense 
bank  of  clouds  was  coming  towards  them  at 
n great  pace. 

“ We  had  better  go  back,”  lie  said. 
“There  is  going  to  be  a storm.” 

A flash  of  lightning,  followed  byn'shar. 
peal  of  thunder  confirmed  his  fears.  ' Tlie 
next  moment  large  drops  of  rain  came  rat- 
tling about  them. 

“ That  is  prophecy  with  a vengeance,”  she 
declared  merrily,  aiid  ran  back  to  where  the 
rock  overhung  the  path  they  had  followed. 
It  afforded  good  shelter,  but  was  so  short 
they  had  to  stand  close  together, 

“‘It  will  pass  directly,”  he  declared 
'*  The  drops  are  too  large  to  last.” 

“Then  l will  make  the  best  of  my  opp 
tunities.”  she  said  gaily,  “and  take  sr-mo- 
thing  of  my  very  own.” 

She  stepped  to... the  edge  of  ills  stream, 
which  ran  several  feet  below.  Out  of  it  rose 
a tall  fragment  of  rock  with  blue  flowers 
growing  on  the  crest.  As  she  leaned 
to  reach  them,  the  earth  gave  way  under 
h'pr  weight,  ami  it  was  only  by  dropping  both 
bonds  oil  the  rock  that  she  <snyed  her»3lc 
from  falling.  Before  she  could  move,  John’ 
arm  was  round  her,  and  she  felt  herself 
lifted  to  safety.  He  released  her  instantly, 
and  Rhe  T?nw  that  his  face  had  gone  pale. 

“ S’ou  should  not  have  dorm  that',” 
eaid  sharply.  “ I will  get  you  the  flow. 

He  stepped  forward,  but  she  clutched  hi; 
sleeve. 

“ Don’t  touch  them,”  she  said  impera- 


tively. “ I want  something  I have  gathered 
myself.  It  is  quite  safe.” 

She  would  have  push-ad  past,  but  he  held 
her  by  the  arm. 

“It  is  not  safe,”  lie  replied.  “Every- 
thing is  undermined  by  water.” 

She  laughed  in  his  face.  “ What  non- 
sense, I’m  ns  sure  footed  ns  a goat.  Watch 
me.” 

She  slipped  to  the  edge  of  the  bank  again 
nd,  leaning  over,  dropped  one  hand  on  the 
rock,  with  the  other  she  tried  to  lift  out  the 
flowers  by  the  roots,  but  they  had  twisted 
themselves  firmly  into  the  ragged  surface. 
Angry  at  the  unexpected  resistance,  she 
pulled  harder,  putting  more  and  more 
eight  on  the  rock. 

Suddenly,  it  tilted  outwards.  The  base, 
arn  thin  by  running  water,  had  snapped 
under  the  strain.  John,  watching  anxiously, 
saw  the  first  movement,  and  clutching  her 
shoulder  drugged  her  back  with  a jerk  that 
landed  her  on  his  arm  as  he  staggered 
against  the  wall.  He  held  her  tight  nitiiout 
knowing  it.  and  they  looked  into  each  other’s 
eyes  in  silence.  Suddenly,  he  could  not 
-c  helped  it  if  his  life  had  been  at  stake, 
he  kissed  her  on  the  lips. 

She  gave  a gasp,  and,  wrenching  herself 
free,  smacked  his  face  with  all  her  strength, 
then,  with  cheeks  aflame,  turned  and  walked 
’own  the  slope  with  her  head  higher  than  it 
ad  ever  before  been  held. 

He  stood  aghast  at  what  he  had  done,  his 
cheek  tingling  f re m the  blow,  watching  her 
descend,  then  darted  after  her.  The  rain 
ad  ceased  as  suddenly  rs  it  begun.  When 
lie  reached  her  side,  all  the  colour  had  gone 
from  her  face,  and  she  was  trying  hard  to 
blink  back  the  tears. 

I am  sorry.  I didn't  mean  to  do  it," 
he  pleaded.  “ Forgive  me,  please  foigive 
I — I couldn’t  help  it.” 

Don't,"  she  said  brokenly.  “ I am  a 
beast.  I — I knew  I was  wrong — and 

Lupid.  Yet  you — you  saved  me.  I don’t 
know  what  made  me  strike  you.  I was 
frightened;  astonished,  angry,  all  at  once. 

”o\v  I feel  abased ” 

Two  tears  ran  clown  her  cheeks,  and  she 
■hoked  back  a sob,  then  stumbled  over  a 
stone. 

Her  distress  made  him  forget  everything. 
He  put  his  arms  round  her  shoulders. 

Don’t,”  he  said,  anxiously.  “ You  are 
torturing  me.  Please  stop  till  you  are 
Imer.” 

She  obeyed,  dabbing  her  face  with  a tiny 
handkerchief.  Presently  a faint  smile 
aarted  her  lips,  expanding  as.  she  turned  to 
iiin,  bringing  her  face  very  close  to  his,  for 
lie  was  still  steadying  her  with  his  arm. 
You  wou’t  do  it  again?"  she  asked. 
Never,”  he  said  emphatically. 

Sure?”  6he  asked,  turning  her  face  up 
coaxiugly. 

He  looked  into  her  eyes,  heard  there  the 
music  that  lias  no  sound,  the  eloquence  chat 
has  no  words,  then  she  was  hi  his  arms,  and 
the  kiss  he  had  stolen  became  as  the  camel 
that  leads  the  caravan. 

[TO  BK  CONTINUED^] 


WINDING-UP  BRIGHTON 
CONGRESS. 

RECEPTION  COMMITTEE'S  FINAL 
MEETING 


The  Brighton  Congress  Reception  Com- 
mittee met  for  their  final  meeting  at  the 
Dome,  Brighton,  on  Saturday  morning, 
when  Mr.  W.  Dnllaway  (president  of  the 
local  society)  took  the  chair.  The  members 
rioard  with  the  deepest  regret  from  Mr.  T. 
Horro'-ks  •one  of  the  secretaries)  that  Mrs. 
Green  (Southsea,  a member  of  tho  com- 
mittee) had  recently  passed  away.  It  was 
unanimously  decided  to  send  a letter  of  cpn- 
ciolence  to  the  relatives. 

The  balance  sheet  was  presented,  and  was 
regarded  as  extremely  satisfactory.  The 
total  expenditure  was  £962  7s.  4d. 

Mr.  Bate  (sectional  board)  congratulated 
the  Brighton  Society  on  coming  out  so  well. 
The  balance  sheet  was  approved. 

A discussion  took  place  on  the  disposal 
of  the  sum  of  £47  5s.  4d.,  collected  for  the 
Blamlford  Memorial  Fund.  It  was  even- 
tually decided  to  make  a i>resentation  to 
the  Sussex  County  Hospital,  and  the 
authorities  are  to  be  consulted  as  to  the 
most  acceptable  form  the  gift  should  take. 

Mrs.  Gasson  (sectional  hoard)  moved  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  secretaries,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  local  committee,  and  the  staff 
of  the  Brighton  Society  for  their  work  iu 
contributing  to  the  success  of  the  Congress. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Worley  (Co-operative  Produc- 
tive Federation)  seconded,  and  spoke  of  the 
smooth  working  of  the  arrangements, 
thanks  to  the  splendid  service  rendered  by 
the  officials. 

Messrs.  R.  Hibberd.  T.  Horrocks.  and 
W.  A.  Wilkinson  replied.  At  the  close  of 
the  meeting  the  committee  were  entertained 
to  luncheon  by  the  Brighton  Society,  whose 
hospitality  was  suitably  acknowledged  by 
Mrs.  Gasson  and  Mr.  Mark  Clear  (sectional 
board). 


“AN  ALL-ROUND  BETTER  LIFE.’ 

The  following  letter  of  eulogy  has  been 
sent  to  us  by  J-  Hughes-Tlmmas-.  of 
“ Brynteg,”  Cross  Hands,  Llanelly. — 

I should  like  to  inform  you  tliat  I con- 
sider the  “ Millgate  Monthly”  as  on?  of 
the-  best  literary  magazines  published  in 
Great  Britain.  Also  the  price  is  most 
moderate,  considering  the  so  many  excellent 
articles  that  appear  from  month  to  month  in 

lfc  Personally  I believe  that  it  aims  in 
educating  the  people  on  themes  that 
help  them  to  live  an  all-round  better  Me. 
Thanks  for  the  page  you  devote  to 
pieces  in  Marble”;  It  aims  for 
| cleaner  and  purer  nation. 
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“Our”  Trade  Ca 


In  BUILDING,  SHOPFITTING,  MOTOR 
BODYMAKING,  & WHEELWRIGHT1NG, 

also  TIMBER. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


We  are  at  present  engaged  upon  Contracts  for  either  New  Premises  and 
Alterations,  or  Shopfittings,  for  the  Retail  Co-operative  Societies  in 


BESWICK 
DONCASTER 
MACCLESFIELD 
RUDDINGTON  , 


CONGLETON 

LANGWITH 

MELTHAM 

SHREWSBURY 


CHURWELL 

LANCASTER 

PENDLETON 

WORCESTER 


And  our  Motor  Body  and  Wheelwrights’  Works  are  busily  engaged 
constructing  Vehicles,  or  Bodies  for  Motor  Chassis,  for  Retail  Societies 


ASHTON-U-LYNE 

BRIGHOUSE 

CHORLEY 

MANCHESTER 

RADCLIFFE 

WALKDEN 


BOLTON 
BURSLEM 
CONGLETON 
PENDLETON 
, RAMSBOTTOM 
WARRINGTON 


BRIERFIELD 
. BUTT-LANE 
DROYLSDEX 
PRESTWICH 
- STAINLAND 


Can  we  add  Your  Society’s  Name  to  this  List  ? 

We  invite  your  careful  perusal  of  the  Illustrated  Art  Sheet 
given  with  this  issue,  and  to  send  all  inquiries  to  the 

C.W.S.  Building  Dept, 

BROUGHTON  LANE,  MANCHESTER. 
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Wfie  dting  of  the 
{Breakfast  Wahle 

IS 

THE 

C.W.S.  KIPPER 


LIKE  THE  C.W.S.  GOLDEN  HADDOCK  AS 
CURED  AT  FLEETWOOD. 


EATEN  & ENJOYED  BY  ALL 

"WHEATSHEAF"  KIPPERS, 

Retail  in  I -lb.  cartons  at  8d.  per  lb. 


Managers  of  Stores  should  make  it  easy 
for  their  Members  to  enjoy 

C.W.S.  KIPPERS  AND  HADDOCKS. 


A 


A PRICE  LIST. 


Ladies'  Glace  Shoe,  with 
patent  or  self  cap — 
" Wheatsheaf  " Brand- 


12s.  6d. 


Special  Wheatsheaf'  Shoe, 

glace  kid,  in  patent  and  , „ „ . 

self  cap 1 OS.  9d. 

Ladies'  Gibson  Shoe, 

" Wheatsheaf " Brand, 
in  box  calf  and  glace 
kid,  patent  and  self  cap,  , , - . 

Cuban  heels  - - - - I OS.  6d. 

Men’s  Boots,  special  C.W.S.  . . . . , 

production  - - - - !4s.  1 Id. 

Men's  Guinea  Boot — 0 1 A 
“Wheatsheaf”  Brand-  Z 1 S.  UQ. 

“ Filextra”  Down  Quilts — *_  , , , 

C.W.S. 47s.  1 Id. 

"The  Producer"  - - 3d.  monthly. 

"Unitas”  (Ladies'  4d. 

Handkerchiefs  {Gents'  7£d.  6-  10£d. 

Boys'  Marvo'-War  Cap  - 2s.  6d. 

C.W.S.  Overalls  - - - 4s.  J 

C.W.  S.  Cover^all  - - - 5s.  6d* 

C.W.S.  Shirts  : . - - 5s.  lid. 


Che  Co-operalioe  neios 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News"  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News  “ should  be  addressed  to  " THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  2a,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  18.  1922. 


SHOULDERS  TO  THE  WHEEL! 


The  Co-operative  Trade  Campaign  is  now  inaugurated. 
The  Trades  and  Business  Conferences  held  recently 
brought  vital  matters  before  the  management  com- 
mittees and  officials  of  the  societies.  The  business  and 
propagandist  agencies  are  now  joining  forces,  and  “ going 
to  the  country  ” with  their  demand  for  a revival  in  trade. 

If  that  crusade  be  carried  out  energetically  and 
zealously  it  may  mean  a great  deal  more  to  the  country 
in  some  respects  than  the  electoral  campaign  which 
Wednesday’s  polling  brought  to  a close. 

The  country’s  pressing  need  is  to  see  the  wheels  of  its 
industry  go  round.  Production  is  paralysed,  and  it  needs 
to  be  revitalised.  Burdens  of  taxation  add  to  the^  cost 
of  production.  International  exchanges  are  so  chaotic 
that  capital  is  perplexed.  Our  exports  suffer  because 
other  nations  cannot  buy.  Our  imports  are  scanty 
because  our  exports  are  scanty.  Other  nations  cannot 
produce  because  they  cannot  buy  raw  materials  and 
tools  and  rolling  stock.  The  unstable  peace  leaves  the 
menace  of  war. -and  initiative  is  impaired. 

Many  of  these  conditions  are  the  result  of  political 
stupidity,  and  a sane  vote  on  Wednesday  would  do  much 
to  remedy  the  situation  ; but  we  fear  the  issue  of  the 
poll  will  not  give  us  reason  to  hope  for  much. 

Our  burdens  are  oppressive,  and  wg"  fear  they  will 
become  more  so.  The  nation  will  be  unable  to  live,  let 
alone  thrive,  except  by  the  adoption  of  collective  effort 
and  the  economies  it  brings.  Such  effort  will  have  to  be 
resorted  to  if  we  are  to  preserve  what  comforts  the  people 
have,  and  it  will  have  to  be  applied  in  every  direction — 
mining,  engineering,  building,  transport,  insurance, 
healing,  as  well  as  in  the  feeding  and  clothing  of  the 
people. 

The  largest  part}"  in  the  new  Parliament — its  com- 
plexion may  be  taken  for  granted— is  definitely  opposed 
to  national  effort  along  these  lines.  Two  of  the  other 
parties  are  likewise  opposed  to  collectivism.  Our  move- 
ment is  the  most  successful  exponent  of  collectivism  in 
the  world.  We  number  our  adherents  in  our  own  country 
by  the  million.  We  have  had  our  triumphs,  and  will 
have  more.  We  have  benefited  millions,  and  can  benefit 
them — and  other  millions — to  a still  greater  extent. 

Need  we  wait  till  the  electorate  and  Parliament  and 
the  Government  awake  ? 

The  members  of  a co-operative  society  in  a mining 
district  purchased  goods  to  the  value  of  £2  per  head  per 
week  last  year.  What  prevents  the  members  of  other 
societies  doing  likewise  ? It  would  raise  the  total  trade 
of  the  movement  from  £218,750,000  to  £478,250,000  per 
year.  It  would  yield  an  output  of  goods  from  factories 
that  are  not  fully  employed,  and  which  cost  us  money 
instead  of  affording  a surplus.  It  would  mean  the 
cheapening  of  production  in  the  movement  for  the  mov< 
ment,  and  the  cheapening  of  distribution. 

Co-operative  members  are  buying  goods  outside  their 
own  stores.  Members  are  buying  goods  produced  out- 
side their  own  factories.  Societies  are  selling  these 
goods,  and  they  are  compelling  the  Wholesale  Societies 
to  sell  them.  The  “ Co-operative  News  ” long  ago 
assumed  the  obligation  of  advertising  in  these  columns 
nothing  in  conflict  with  co-operative  productions,  but 
the  societies  in  whose  interest  this  obligation  was  assumed 
sell  those  goods  that  we  have  decided  not  to  advertise. 
Rival  manufacturers  have  offered  us  advertisements 
which  we  have  declined.  Societies  approve  our  action 
in  refusing  to  open  our  columns  to  the  extolling  of 
certain  goods  ; the  managers  of  these  societies  open 
their  own  windows  to  the  lavish  display  of  these  same 
goods,  committees  allow  it,  even  if  they  do  not  en- 
courage it,  and  Wholesale  travellers  book  the  orders. 

We  hope  the  Trade  Campaign  will  succeed.  The  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  community  depends  upon  its 
succeeding.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  co- 
operative system  has  an  economic  advantage  for  all'  who 
participate.  Its  influence  spreads  to  the  whole  market, 
and  therefore  others  benefit  from  it  besides  the  members 
of  the  societies  who  avail  themselves  of  the  stores  and 
the  co-operative  factories.  Where  that  economic  advan- 
tage is  not  felt  it  is  because  somehow  the  co-operative 
system  is  not  being  allowed  to  have  free  action,  and  it 
should  be  seen  to  at  once.  Our  stores  should  be  as 
attractive  as  any  private  shops,  our  service  should  be 
as  efficient  as  any,  our  prices  should  give  the  customers 
no  reason  to  go  elsewhere,  and  the  surplus  should  make 
the  pound  spent  at  the  stores  go  further  than  -the  pound 
spent  ip  £|ny  rival  establishment. 

Given  these  conditions,  and  with  vigorous  propaganda, 
the  call  of  the  store  would  reach  ears  hitherto  deaf. 


Granting  that  the  wages  available  for  the  purchase  of 
goods  are  no  more  plentiful  than  they  are  at  present 
those  wages  spent  at  the  stores,  under  these  conditions' 
would  represent  a larger  purchasing  power,  and  would 
call  for  a greater  "co-operative  productive  power.  The 
wheels  of  co-operative  industry  would  then  move  in  a 
beneficent  circle ; co-operative  trade  would  increase  ; 
the  resources  of  the  movement  would  be  augmented  ; 
we  would  be  brought  to  close  quarters  with  international 
co-operative  trading,  and  in  that  direction  we  see  the 
only  hope  of  revivifying  a now  stagnant  Europe.  We  at 
home  have  taught  Governments  their  business  before 
now.  We  shall  have  to  teach  them  again.  If,  or  until, 
they  let  us  teach  them  in  Parliament,  we  must  teach 
them  in  the  store  and  in  the  factor}",  and  in  the  com- 
mittee-room and  in  our  own  habits  of  co-operation. 
Our  watchword  should  be  “ Royalty  ” — and  it  should 
be  loyalty  by  the  salariate  as  well  as  by  the  artisan 
and  labouring  classes. 

One  shilling  a week  more  per  member  spent  at  the 
store  means  an  increase  of  £11,750,000  in  co-operative 
trade ; but  there  are  many  shillings  per  member  per 
week  spent  elsewhere.  That  money  spent  elsewhere 
means  money  lost  to  social  enterprise  and  social  purpose. 
Spent  at  the  stores,  it  would  represent  a great  potent 
energy  harnessed  t;o  social  service,  and  a lever  with  which 
the  world  might,  in  spite  of  its  politicians,  be  lifted  out 
of  the  rut  in  which  it  is  at  present. 

Next  week  we  shall  open  our  pages  to  the  Trade 
Campaign. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

AUSTRIA’S  PLIGHT. 

Austria  is  having  a crop  of  troubles,  and  conflict  between  the 
Government  and  the  Opposition  with  reference  to  reconstruction 
policy  is  so  very  acute  that  it  is  feared  that  industrial  conditions 
will  get  worse  instead  of  better  if  the  political  tension  is  not 
speedily  relieved.  Some  time  ago  our  esteemed  contributor, 
Mr.  A.  Emil  Davies,  had  an  illuminating  interview  with  Dr. 
Hainisch,  the  -Austrian  President,  the  purport  of  which  was 
published  in  the  “ Observer.”  In  the  course  of  that  interview 
the  President  agreed  with  Mr.  Davies  that  it  would  be  very 
desirable  to  establish  some  sort  of  Zollverein  over  an  area  cor- 
responding with  the  area  of  the  former  Austro-Hungarian 
empire  which  would  abolish  the  newly-erected  customs  barriers 
which  then  threatened — as  they  threaten  now — all  the  forme? 
sections  of  the  empire.  The  idea  then  seemed  impracticable, 
because  the  various  peoples  could  not  be  induced  to  visualise 
an  economic  unity  that  did  not  correspond  with  a political  unity* 
If  the  great  nations  of  Europe  cannot  see  the  need  for  regarding 
Europe  as  an  economic  whole,  the  peoples  of  the  new  States  may 
be  understood,  even  if  they  may  hot  be  excused,  when  they 
take  the  same  line  of  thought.  President  Hainisch  is  a theo- 
retical socialist,  not  bouncLto  any  party.  He  regards  Socialism 
as  '•  a sense  of  duty  rather  than  rights.”  Many  forget  that  con- 
ception, of  course,  but  the  President  expressed  the  view  that 
Socialism  of  that  kind  would  come  about  ‘ rather  through 
extensions  of  the  co-operative  movement  in  all  its  branches  than 
by  direct  State  action.” 

TOWARDS  PEACE. 

Most  readers  will  have  learned  the  resultsof  the  elections  before 
they  read  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” this  week.  Whatever  party 
may  be  in  power— and  we  incline  to  the  belief  that  power  will 
rest  upon  the  voting  strength  in  Parliament  of  two  parties  rather 
than  one — one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  new  Government  is  clear, 
It  is  to  use  every  means  to  secure  a revision  of  the  whole  of  tho 
treaties  concluded  between  the  belligerents  in  the  great  war. 
Against  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  there  stands  the  black  fact  that 
its  whole  construction  is  a repudiation  of  the  conditions  upon 
which  the  Armistice  was  signed.  That  condemns  it  in  toto .• 
Against  the  whole  of  the  Peace  Treaties,  it  must  be  said  in 
honesty  they  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  lessons  taught 
by  the  warn  of  a century.  The  Governments  of  the  Allied  Powers 
have  shut  their-  eyes  to  all  the  evils  that  have  followed  treaties 
conceived  in  tlie  spirit  in  which  these  treaties  were  conceived. 
It  is  not  too  late  to  make  a fresh  start.  There  will  be  no  peace 
and  no  concord  in  Europe  till  this  job  is  taken  in  hand  and  com- 
pleted with  some  little  regard  for  common-sense.  Tho  warning 
of  General  Smuts,  issued  duyng  the  war  itself,  that  there  should 
be  no  cultivation  of  the  old  idea  of  victor  and  vanquished,  is  as 
sound  to  day  as  when  it  was  uttered ; and  if  these  treaties  bo 
hot  revised,  greater  misfortunes  than  Europe  has  yet  experienced 
will  lie  ahead.  There  is  work  enough  to  occupy  a plenary  session 
of  the  League  of  Nations  for  months,  and  if  the  work  were  done 
the  months  would  bo  well  spent. 


A SCOTTISH  BOMBSHELL. 

Premiers  may  propose,  but  it  is  left  to  others  to  dispose. 
A legal  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  has  declared  that  the  last 
increase  in  rents  imposed  in  Scotland  was  illegal  in  all  cases 
where  it  was  not  accompanied  by  a notice  to  quit.  The  land- 
lords and  property-owners  have  been  caught.  The  increase 
being  illegal,  the  tenants  are  entitled  to  have  their  money  back, 
and  claims  for  a refund  may  amount,  in  Glasgow  alone,  to  any- 
thing up  to  £5,000,000.  It  has  upset  tho  whole  political  apple- 
cart, and  a Scottish  correspondent — writing  on  Tuesday — tells 
us  that  it  will  probably  mean  a big  landslide  in  favour  of  Labour 
at  the  polls.  Mr.  Bonar  Law,  as  a candidate  for  the  Central 
Division  of  Glasgow,  has  been  on  tho  horns  of  a dilemma.  Ho 
could  not  pronounce  on  one  side  or  the  other  without  disastrous 
effects  upon  his  poll ; and  the  Labour  candidates  have  warned 
the  tenants  not  to  trouble  suing  for  tho  refund  but  to  deduct 
it  from  rents  due. 
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A VISIT  TO  THE  MOTOR  SHOW. 


SOME  REFLECTIONS  FOR  THIS  WEEK'S  VOTERS. 

By  GEORGE  A.  GREENWOOD. 


THE  PIONEER  WOMAN  CANDIDATE. 

MRS.  BARTON  AND  KING’S  NORTON  DIVISION. 

BY  OUR  OWN  WOMAN  CORRESPONDENT. 


TO  mss  from  watching  an  unemployed 
* led  by  a drum  and  fifo  band,  to 
olusaiv  and  opulence  of  tho  annual  motor 
.hibition  «t  Olympia,  might  have  no  diaturb- 

• efet  upon  a “contented  character," 
J*  the  mind  of  anyone  with  a social 
^eiairo  the  results  can  hardly  fail  to  be 
rtift  »ncl  decisive. 

In  my  own  case,  on  Saturday,  the  transition 
^ up  a whole  string  of  reflections  upon  the 
Sequences  of  our  present  defective  civiiisa- 
. jj,eve  may,  of  course,  be  something 
-viable  in  the  state  of  mind  of  those  who  can 
jfcerve  the  spectre  of  starvation  and  misery 
ilongside  sable  coats,  limousines,  and  un- 
ited champagne;  but  there  is,  I think, 
, prat  deal  more  to  be  said  for  that  which 
,5 volts  against  it. 

Olympia  at  present  is  an  epitome  of  our 
industrial  development  to  the  pitch  of  its 
present  efficiency.  It  brought  us  to  a com- 
nund  over  the  world's  resources  which  seems 
to  make  possible  almost  anything  that  one 
Nuld  oonceive  the  Rolls-Royce  car,  which 
yds  six  nicely,  and  which  I was  invited  to 
toy  at  £2,800.  and  even  the  “ liinmie,”  at 
£1,645 — these  drawing-rooms  on  purring 
wheels— are  simply  the  realised  dream  of  half- 
Henturv  ago.  They  make  certain  the  fact 
that  with  any  approximation  to  a decently- 
cidered  society,  the  means  of  physical  comfort 
wuW,  and  should,  be  within  the  reach  of  every 
human  being.  But  they  do  more  than  that. 
Ihese  cars,  and  the  fat,  prosperous  looking, 
well-satisfied  men  and  women  who  go  to 
inspect,  with  a view  to  buying  them,  explain 
why  it  is  that  countless  thousands  fail  to 
t«ome  possessors  not  merely  of  the  humble 
Fed,  ortho  still  humbler  “ combination,’’  but 
ire  existing  on  a miserable  dole,  and  are 
walking  in  procession  to  ventilate  the  cruelty 
d their  lot. 

Do  not  mistake  me.  This  is  not  intended 
to  be  a mere  tirade  against  a rich  and  parasitic 
dass,  complacently  luxuriating  amid  suffering 
md  distress  almost  unparalleled.  It  may  be 
pestionable  taste  on  the  part  of  the  profiteers 
a make  a parade  of  their  surplus  wealth 
R(h  as  I saw  on  Saturday,  but  the  criticism 

* not  primarily  against  luxury  per  se,  nor 
ipinst  a class  that  enjoys  it.  It  is  primarily 


against  a system — a system  under  which  these 
almost  incredible  adornments  arid  appur- 
tenances of  life  are  made  by  people  who  do 
not  enjoy  thorn,  who  ought  instead  to  be  pro- 
ducing essential  comforts  for  themselves  and 
their  families — a system  which  assembles  in 
the  hands  of  a few  the  means  of  these  enjoy- 
ments and  at  the  same  time  reduces  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  great  mass  to  a point 
•below  which  they  can  buy  the  goods  they 
do  actually  make. 

These  are  some  of  the  reflections  bound  to 
influence  me  when  voting  this  week,  and  1 
hope,  the  vast  majority  of  those  who  work 
for  their  living.  For  nothing  can  be  more 
certain  than  this  submission — that  until 
enormous  riches  go,  extreme  poverty  remains. 
Those  in  possession  of  super  wealth  are  as 
well  aware  as  you  or  I that  until  some  levy 
upon  that  wealth  is  made  (in  one  form  or 
another),  there  can  be  neither  houses  for 
heroes,  nor  food  free  from  taxes,  nor  a more 
perfect  educational  system,  nor  a reduced 
burden  upon  the  earnings  of  the  worker  by 
liand  and  brain.  But  they  know,  too,  that 
that  will  mean  fewer  cars,  inferior  cars, 
smaller  mansions,  less  champagne,  and  not 
quite  so  many  holidays  at  palatial  hotels. 

And  quite  right,  too.  The  main  reason  for 
supporting  the  capital  levy  is  the  tainted 
source  from  which  opposition  comes.  And 
the.  main  reason  for  supporting  the  Co-operative 
and  other  candidates  who  would  impose  that 
levy  is  that  they  would,  in  time,  destroy  the 
system  producing  suoh  a tainted  source. 


Canon  Masterman.  who  is  to  be  the 
Suffrage  n-Bishop  of  Plymouth,  is  well 
known  to  co-operators  through  his  work  for 
the  W.E.A.  and  in  connection  with  the 
Co-operative  Sundays  organised  by  the 
Plymouth  Society.  He  is  quite  a genial  per- 
sonality, quite  different  *to  the  austere  type 
of  ecclesiastic,  and  his  appointment  to  a 
bishop’s  chair  is  not  likely  to  cause  any 
diminution  of  the  fund  of  humour  which 
has  proved  so  acceptable  at  the  straining 
points  of  exciting  debates,  in  which  he 
positively  revels. 


Inquiry  at  Balloon-street  on  Tuesday 
elicited  the  fact  that  the  C.W.S.  had 
advanced  the  price  of  tea  by  2d.  the  day 
before. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


"Co-operative  News”  Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

I have  not  seen  a copy  of  11  Imbuease,” 
’Ikli  describes  the  activities  of  the  Butter 
Cheese  Imports  Committee  during  the 
*)Ut  a correspondent  draws  my  atten- 
. *°  Ihe  fact  that  it  contains  an  interest- 
's reference  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Lobb,  head  of 
e C.W.S.  butter  department  at  Man- 
'tater.  Mr.  Lobb  was  a member  of  the 
'Mnmittee,  and  was  present  at  the  first 
Meeting  of  the  Butter  Cbntrol  Scheme  in 
•“pst,  1917,  and  at  the  last  in  December, 
•l  The  author  of  the  book  is  Mr  H.  F. 
Kloki°.  O.B.E.,  F.E.I.S.,  who  acted  ;is 
to  the  committee. 


R>  Rankin’  says  of  Mr.  Lobb  that  ho 
ml  °^es^  member  in  point  of  age, 

( . . w't*1  Mr.  Partington — the  youngest  in 
I ' Mis  many  weekly  journeys  to  and 
Manchester  (270  in  all)  for  over  fiv3 
r®  ffer®  in  themselves  sufficient  evidence 
■*  buoyant  energy;  and,  , when  lie 
^V«J,  he  invariably  brought  some  sun- 
bim,  and  a large  supply  of  Man- 
lj.  fs  latest  jokes  and  humorous  stories. 

* criticism  was  always  constructive,  and 
, stance  as  a member  of  tha  Advisory 
J^rttee,  «nd  cf  the  B.C.I.C  , was  of- 
m value.- 


^ . en'Pl°ycc  of  the  Coalville  Co-operative 
t ^ Mr.  Hickcn  (Thiingstone)— who 
68  society’s  Donisthorpo  branch, 
‘Uc  IT*  R K 00 A stroke  of  luck.  He  recently 
cd  a public  auction  sale  and  purchased 


,f|  old 


^k  bureau,  which  he  considered 


b(fT  at  ^S‘  Examining  the  bureau 
" discovered  that  it  contained  a secret 


p*- 

i n|lr  i"  "hich  were  two  gold  £5  pieces  and 
jjjjJ11  er  George  III.  coins.  The  £5 
a,e  said  to  he  valued  to-day  at  £15  each. 


Krt!f  M'cekly  Dispatch  ” suggests  that  all 
-I  h 0l|i<l  agree  to  let  the  Prime  Minister 
•k-lio  * *invC  a * "’n"1'0''61'  ” nfc  general 
s‘  Tho  suggestion  is  prompted  by  the 


stiff  fight  Mr.  Bonar  Law  has  been  liaving  in 
Glasgow.  Sir  George  Paish,  the  Liberal,  is  a 
formidable  opponent,  but  in  some  parts  of  the 
constituency  he  makes  little  appeal,  and  the 
more  serious  rival  to  the  Prime  Minister  is  lus 
Labour  opponent,  Bailie  Rosslyn  Mitchell,  a 
successful  lawyer  of  a most  gentlemanly  type. 

A few  months  ago  I had  a pleasant  chat  with 
him  and  his  wife  and  children  on  a steamer 
between  the  island  of  Arran  and  Ardrossan. 
He  was  then  the  Labour  candidate  for  another 
division,  and  we  chatted  about  his  prospects, 
but  he  had  no  idea  that  he  would  figure  in  the 
limelight  as  an  opponent  of  the  Prime  Minister. 

Things  are  not  always  what  they  seem.  The 
“ Manchester  Evening  News  ” has  discovered 
the  professional  heckler — the  heckler  who  goes 
to  a meeting  to  put  a candidate  in  a hole,  but 
who  is  severely  squashed  by  the  candidate,  for 
a fee.  I remember  an  unemployed  Irish 
journalist  who  got  a first-rate  job  with  a 
Liberal  candidate  in  -a  division  considered 
“safe”  at  the  time.  His  job  was  to  prepare 
the  good  man’s  speeches,  sit  on  the  platform 
beside  him  at  the  meetings,  and  prompt  him 
with  answers  to  the  hecklers.  He  was  to  be 
the  new  M.P.’s  secretHi'y  after  the  election. 
At  the  election,  however,  “ T.  P.”  and  John 
Redmond  threw  the  weight  of  the  Irish  vote 
on  the  Labour  side,  the  Liberal  was  defeated, 
and  the  secretary-elect'  remained  out  of  a job. 

It  was  announced  at  the  Brighton  Con- 
ference on  Saturday,  that  Mr.  Lloyd  George, 
prior  to  his  uncoutested  return,  purchased 
a black  eat  mascot  from  the  East  London 
Toy  Factory  which  is  being  run  on  co-opera- 
tive line<s.  Unlike  the  ex-Premiers 
speeches  there  is  no  shoddy  in  the  goods 
supplied  by  tho  factory, 

Mr.  W.  Lander,  in  opening  the  exhibition 
at  Brighton,  narrated  an  anecdote  which 
forcibly  brought  home  the  advantages  of  co- 
i operation.  A woman  who  had  bought  two 
houses  told  Mr.  Lander  'that  she  had  just, 


Curiosity,  eagerness,  and  interest 
amounting  to  hunger  characterised  my  atti- 
tude towards  the  election  at  King’s  Norton, 
as  on  Saturday  last,  after  visiting  the  Bir- 
mingham Society's  central  premises,  1 jour- 
neyed to  Seliy  Oak. 

Meanwhile,  my  thoughts  turned  to  the 
past;  how  through  the  intervening  years  the 
movement  of  women’s  enfranchisement  has 
advanced  step  by  step,  and  how  every  right 
gained  has  made  women  freer,  more  self- 
reliant,  more  respected  by  men,  and  how, 
now,  women  are  proving  themselves  worthy 
of  the  rights  gained  trying  to  improve  every 
phase  of  life  they  touch,  and  helping  to 
make  this  world  a better  place  for  all  people 
to  live  in. 

Such  has  been  the  education  of  the 
Women's  Co-operative  Guild,  of  which  31  rs. 
Barton  has  been  a ready  pupil,  and  is  to-day 
its  assistant  general  secretary.  And  such  is 
the  ideal  she  lias  brought  to  the  King’s 
Norton  Parliamentary  Division  in  her 
capacity  as  a pioneer  woman  candidate. 

A true  friend  of  women  and  children,  Mrs. 
Barton  during  the  campaign  has  also  been 
hailed  as  “ the  truest  friend  of  Co-opera- 
tion and  Labour.”  Her  address,  most  novel 
in  its  pictorial  appeal,  has  shown  her  desire 
to  seek  the  welfare  of  the  whole  community 
by  carrying  out  a policy  to  bring  justice  to 
Labour,  the  building  up  of  co-operative  and 
constructive  national  work,  and  peace  and 
goodwill  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
until 

Wealth  shall  no  more  rest  in  mounded  heaps. 
But  smit  with  freer  light,  shall  slowly  melt 
In  many  streams  to  fatten  lower  lands. 
And  light  shall  spread,  and  man  be  liker 
man 

Through  all  the  seasons  of  the  golden  year. 

As  the  only  co-operative  woman  candidate 
jii  the  field,  Sirs.  Barton  has  had  the  whole- 
hearted support  of  her  fellow-workers  on  the 
Guild  Central  Committee,  who  sent  out  a 
special  appeal  to  the  women  of  the  King’s 
Norton  Division,  showing  what  52,000  work- 
ing women  “think  and  say  about  her”; 
how  they  have  known  and  worked  with  her 
for  twenty-one  years,  and  that  she  should 
ho  supported,  because  she  is  a working 
woman,  understanding  working  women’s 
lives;  because,  as  a mother,  she  understands 
the  needs  of  mothers  and  children ; because 
she  has  already  shown  what  she  can  do  for 
working  women ; and  because  she  has  proved 
her  worth  and  can  be  trusted. 

This  most  simple  and  telling  appeal  has 
left  no  doubt  as  to  the  claims  of  the  candi- 
date, and  along  with  her  personality  has 
done  much  to  break  down  prejudice  against 


paid  off  the  last  instalment  of  the  mortgage. 
Asked  how  she  had  managed  to  do  this,  she 
replied:  “I  belong  to  the  ‘co-op.’  and  I've 
got  a large  family.  An  the  family  increased, 
my  purchases  and  dividends  increased.  The 
result  is  tliat  we  have  absolutely  eaten  our- 
selves into  our  own  home.” 

In  tile  Kettering  division  a poster  was 
issued  with  the  words:  “ Wrtterson  is  a 
Socialist — so  is  Lenin.”  This  met  with  the 

rejoinder  “ is  a Tory— so  is  the 

Kaiser.”  AVe  are  told  that  " imitation  is  a 
sincere  form  of  flattery.”  The  Kettering 
anti-oo-operators  have  issued  an  election 
sheet  of  the  exact  format  of  the  one  pub- 
lished by  the  Co-operative  Party. 

Out  and  Aiiout. 


BLYTH  SENSATION. 

CO-OPERATIVE  SECRETARY 
ARRESTED. 

A very  regrettable  event  has  occurred 
at  Blytli,  where  Mr.  Bertram  Curry  (secre- 
tary of  the  Blytli  Society)  has  been  brought 
before  the  magistrate  at  the  police  court 
on  tho  charge  of  liaving  on  September  12th 
stolen  £50  belonging  to  the  society.  Up 
till  about  twelve  months  ago  the  accused, 
was  assistant  secretary.  He  was  promoted 
the  vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
G.  Hutchinson. 

On  Saturday  only  formal  evidence  of 
arrest  was  heard  by  the  court.  Sergeant 
Forbes,  who  made  the  arrest,  stated  that 
the  accused  man  had  replied,  “ I know 
nothing  at  all  about  it."  A remand  was, 
asked  bv  the  Superintendent  of  Police, 
who  stated  that  the  auditors  of  the  society 
had.  not  completed  their  investigations. 
Objection  to  bail  was  made  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  accused  was  remanded  until 
Tuesday. 

A Further  Remand. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  when  the  ease 
again  came  before  the  court,  only  evidence 
of  arrest  was  heard.  Without  witnesses 
being  called  a further  remand  was  made 
for  a week.  Bail  was  refused. 


a woman  candidate,  which  will  all  count  in 
the  long  run.  “ Whatever  the  result  of  this 
election  may  he,”  said  one  of  her  most 
ardent  workers,  ‘‘  it  will  have  been  worth 
while.” 

All  last  week  propaganda  was  going 
strong;  every  day  more  and  more  people 
have  dropped  their  prejudices.  Said  Miss 
Linda  Barton,  who  has  been  helping  her 
mother:  “You  would  hardly  credit  it,  but 
there  are  still  many  people,  even  women, 
who  won't  believe  that  a woman  can  be  an 
efficient  31. P.,  while  at  the  same  time  telling 
you  that  this  particular  woman,  at  least,  is 
the  one  person  any  sensible  citizen  should 
vote  for.” 

The  constituency  of  King's  Norton  is  more 
like  a county  than  a borough  division,  and 
during  the  last  few  days  open-air  meetings 
have  been  held  in  villages — one  outside  Sir 
Herbert  Austin's  (the  Unionist  opponent's) 
committee  rooms,  when  all  the  village  came 
out  in  due  course,  and  second  speeches  had 
to  he  delivered.  But  one  meeting  at  3Vood- 
gate  amused  the  election  party  very  much, 
reminding  them  of  the  days  when  political 
enthusiasts  addressed  impassioned  speeches 
to  rows  of  children  and  several  rows  of 
windows.  Even  knocking  at  doors  did  not 
bring  the  people  out.  and  two  replies,  in 
response  to  “ Come  out  and  hear  the  woman 
Co-operative  candidate,”  showed  how  the 
people  were  thinking.  “ Oh,  my  husband 
works  for  Sir  Herbert,  and  we're  going  to 
vote  for  him,”  said  one.  Another  man  said  :• 
‘ Not  coinin’  to  hear  a woman  talk  ; we  ’ave 
enough  of  women  when  we  'ave  'em 
reg’lar.” 

One  of  the  most  enthusiastic  meetings 
in  connection  with  the  campaign  was  held 
last  Friday  week  at  Bouruville.  Never 
had  so  many  turned  out  to  an  election  meet- 
ing held  in  the  school.  Lady  3Iabel  Smith 
was  on©  of  the  speakers  on  this  occasion, 
and  was  showing  how  the  capital  levy  would 
work,  when,  by  way  of  illustration,  she  en- 
dowed the  chairman — a Labour  councillor — 
with  £10.000  in  -War  Loan  and  £10,000  in 
Cadburys  Limited.  The  audience  greeted 
the  speaker’s  statement  with  laughter, 
telling  her  her  chairman  was  not  so  for- 
tunate. But  the  meeting  continued  its  help- 
less laughter,  for  next  to  tJie  chairman  was 
Alderman  George  Cadbury  junior ! 

After  giving  a hand  with  the  clerical  work, 
I left  the  work  still  going  strong,  and  the 
candidate  obeying  the  commands  of  her  very 
businesslike  and  not-to-be-interfered-witii 
election  agent,  31  r.  T.  Handforth.  All 
hands  were  at  the  plough,  for  between 
Saturday  and  3Vednesdny  there  was  much 
to  be  done.  And  by  the  time  this  is  in 
print  all  will  know  the  worst,  or  let  us  hope 
the  best,  for  King's  Norton. 


STRONG  AND  WEAK 
SPIRITS. 

DIFFICULTIES  OF  THE  MANX  SOCIETY 


Latest  reports  from  the  Isle  of  Man  are 
to  the  effect  that  the  3Iaux  Society  is  not 
going  ahead  as  rapidly  as  one  might  wish. 
Sales  for  the  last  twelve  months  are  not 
so  high  as  those  for  the  previous  nine 
months.  The  Ramsey  branch  is  keeping 
up  well,  but  the  branches  at  Port  St.  3Iary, 
Peel,  and  Ballasalla  would  be  all  the  better 
for  more  trade.  The  co-operative  spirit  in 
these  places  is  not  so  strong  as  it  might  be. 

It  should  he  "borne  in  mind  that  the 
society  lias  some  peculiar  circumstances  to 
face.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  grocers  on 
the  island  have  a full  license.  When  the 
Manx  Society  began  to  make  its  presence 
felt  the  grocers  said,  in  effect,  “ We  don’t 
mind  if  you  take  all  the  grocery  trade,  we 
still  have  the  license.”  A good  many 
boarding-house  keepers  promised  to  support 
the  society  at  the  outset,  and  for  a time 
their  word  was  as  j(pod  as  their  bond.  Now 
they  are  finding  that  if  they  don’t  get 
their  groceries  from  the  private  trader  all 
sorts  of  difficulties  crop  up  in  connection 
with  the  supply  of  intoxicants. 


C.I.S.  FORGING  AHEAD. 
BIG  INCREASE  IN  LIFE  BUSINESS. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  wo  are  able  to 
announce  that  the  volume  of  new  business 
written  up  by  the  Co-operative  Insurance 
Society  Ltd.  during  the  nine  months  ending 
September  30th,  lias  been  eminently  satis- 
factory, particularly  in  connection  with 
industrial  life  assurance.  Tho  new  pre- 
miums for  this  class  of  business  alone  yield- 
ing an  annual  income  equal  to  £299,001,  in 
addition  to  £25,590  from  ordinary  life 
assurance  and  1:19.349  from  fire  and  general 
l.'.siness. 

•:.o  policy  of  development  embarked  upon 
by  the  society  has  been  amply  justified,  and 
given  the  whole-hearted  support  oi  the  co- 
operative movement  for  whose  benefit  tho 
C.I.S.  was  formed,  we  may  expect,  in  tho 
near  future,  to  find  the  society  among  the 
leading  industrial  offices  of  the  country. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  WHOLESALE  SOCIETY  Limited 


MANCHESTER  ::  LONDON  ::  NEWCASTLE 


furniture  at  a fPriee  you  are  looking  for 
Wo-day,  and  a guarantee  of  Qonfidenee. 


OUR  No.  303a  SOLID  OAK  3-FEET  BEDROOM  SUITE 


These  Suites  are  built  on  the  lines  f the  Latest  and  most  UP-TO-DATE 
Design,  and  are  being  offered  to  our  members  at  ASTOUNDING  PRICES. 
Do  not  1 ail  to  pay  a visit  to  your  Furnishing  Department  to  inspect  these 
S ecial  Lines.  They  are  unequalled  in  the  trade  ; only  the  finest  materials 
used.  To  say  they  are  productions  of  the  C.W.  S.  is  sufficient  as  regards 
TRADE  UNION  LABOUR  and  HIGH-CLASS  WORKMANSHIP. 


This  Splendid  Design  Well-Constructed, 
Solid  Oak  Bedroom  Suite,  consisting  of 
3-feet  Wardrobe,  Wardrobe  Panel,  Leaded 
Light  or  Carved  Panel,  Dressing  Table,  and 
Marble-Top  Washstand,  delivered  Carriage 
Paid  to  any  Co-op  rative  Society  to  retail  a 

20  Quiqeas. 


MADE  AT  THE 

C.W.S.  BROUGHTON,  BIRMINGHAM, 
and  BRISTOL  Cabinet  Works. 


WE  CONSIDER  IT  OUR  DUTY  TO  DRAW  THE  ATTENTION  OF  ALL  CO-OPERATIVE 
MEMBER  i TO  THESE  SPECIAL  LINES.  ::  CALL  AND  EXAMINE  THESE  SU  TES  AT 

YOUR  OWN  SOCIETY'S  FURNISHING  DEPARTMENT.  ONLY  ONE  PRICE,  20  GUINEAS. 


This  Luxurious  i hre  e-piece  Chesterfield 
Sure,  Settee  with  Drop-end,  and  Two 
Divan  Easy  Chairs,  not  stuffed  with  shoddy 
material  but  with  clean,  good,  and  durable 
material,  with  Spring  Edge  and  Seat, 
covered  in  Fine  Quality  Moquette, 
delivered,  Carriage  Paid, 

Retail  price,  22  Quirteas. 


The  “ LUUGATE  ” SUITE. 


MEMBERS  OF  SOCIETIES  WHO  HAVE  NOT  A FURNISHING  DEPARTMENT  CAN  BE 
SUPPLIED  BY  APPLICATION  TO  THEIR  SOCIETY  OR  CENERAL  MANAGER. 


cordially  invite  you  to  call  in  your  Department  to  inspect  Your  Own  Factories' 
Productions,  even  if  you  are  not  buyers.  ::  You  will  be  delighted  to  see  what  the 

C.W.S.  is  doing  for  Co-operators  as  regards  meeting  the  POCKETS  OF  TO-DAY. 
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MANSFIELD  SOCIETY  WINS  SILVER  TROPHY. 


SUCCESSES  IN  LOCAL  SHOPPING  CARNIVAL. 


One  of  the  attractive  displays  made  by  the  Mansfield  ^Society  in  connection,  with  the  shopping  oarnivnt. 


A FILLIP  TO  TRADE. 

BIRMINGHAM'S  GREAT 

SHOPPING  FORTNIGHT. 

[Uv  Orn  Own  Woman  Correspondent.] 

It  mis  in  191(3,  at  the  height  of  the  war, 
that  the  Birmingham  Society  opened  its 
How  famous  central  premises  in  High- 
street,  when,  as  Mr.  M'Dowall  (secretary) 
i then  told  our  representative,  the  com- 
I mit tee  having  realised  the  absolute-  need 
(lf  something  new,  and  knowing  the 
I advantages  of  up-to-date  modern  shops, 

I decided  to  come  out  right  into  tile  open 
a store  which  should  combine  the 
t modern  methods  of  shopping  with  the 
[ social  amenities  of  life.  Since  that  time 
f these  handsome  central  premises  have 
l brought  their  own  reward ; they  have  beeir 
the  home  of  co-operation  in  Birmingham, 

I aiul  are  the  pride  of  every  Midland  co- 
rporator. 

But,  like  most  societies,  Birmingham  has 
' been  hit  by  the  recent  sluing,  in  trade,  and 
.with  the  object  of  getting  out  of  the  rut 
a special  shopping  fortnight  was  arranged, 
-with  a special  Is.  cash  discount  offer,  to 
| take  place  from  October  30th  to  November 
11th  in  the  drapery,  boot  and  shoe, 
tailoring,  and  furnishing  departments. 

Each  member  of  the  society  was  made 
j acquainted  by  post  cif  this  special  effort, 
a catalogue  accompanying  the  com- 
mittee’s invitation  to  visit,  the  special 
(-  departments.  And  right  royally  have  t(ie' 
members  responded,  lor  in  the  four  de- 
partments during  the.  past  four  weeks  the 
thide  lias  been  97  per  cent,  oyer  the 
average  of  the  previous  four  weeks. 

“The  effort  has  certainly  more  than 
justified  itself  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,’’ 
said  Mr.  W.  Armitage  (manager  of the 
drapery  department),  when  seen  by  our 
I representative  on  Saturday  last.  “ We  are 
[ highly  delighted  with  the  results.  Up  to 
last  Thursday  we  have  cleared  out  both 
I old  and  new  stocks:  we  have  sold  several 
I 15-gninea  coats,  gowns  at  12  guineas,  and 
furs  up  to  £35.  Not  only  have  our  prices 
i been  ‘ rock  bottom,’  but  quality  beyond 
reproach.  Then  by  way  of  inducing  more 
public  interest  we  have  had  mannikin 
f-  parades,  accompanied  with  music,  when 
[ specialists  in  this  line  have  displayed  and 
'shown  how  our  own  productions  in  dresses 
and  coats  should  be  worn.”  And,  sure 
| enough,  oil  Saturday  afternoon  the  great 
[•  crowd  of  customers  was  evidence  enough 
that  Mr.  Armitage  was  right  in  his  ideas  of 
what  co-operative  buyers  appreciate. 

“ Undoubtedly  the  sale  inis  been  justi- 
fied.” said- Mr.  B.  Gough  (manager  i of  the 
boot  and  shoe  department),  whose  aim  is  to 
make  his  displays  as  distinctive  as  possible ; 
who  knows  that  nothing  should  be  shown 
for  the  mere  sake  of  filling  up;  and  who  has 
[ that  invaluable  characteristic  of  harmonis- 
ing character  and  salesmanship.  “ Our  iu- 
| creases  during  the  four  weeks,”  he  said, 

| “ have  been  at  the  rate  of  100  per  cent.,  and 

f this  in  the  face  of  the  most  desperate  com- 

I!  petition,  whose  sales  depend  on  stunt  lines.” 
"Jiit't  the  fillip  that  was  needed,”  said 
Mr.  J.  Mnstoe  (manager  of  the  furnishing 
| department),  ” and  it'  only  we  can  keep 
up  the  record  for  the  next  six  or  seven 
I months  our  troubles  are  at  an  end.  Our 
I sales  to-day  are  double  compared  with 
I those  of  last  year.  The  extra  Is.  discount. 

I has  brought  in  people  who  have  not  made 
I purchases  for  the  past  nine  months'. 

| Stocked  suites  and  as  many  as  230  cycles 
I have  been  sold  during  the  special  shopping 
I period.  And  certainly  no  one  could  go  wrong 
I with  furniture,  kitchen  utensils,  crockery, 

I 'n  fact,  anything  required  either  for  the 
I cottage  or  the  mansion.” 

11  Most  beneficial,  quite  a fillip  to  our 
I trade,"  said  Mr.  T.  Jerome  (manager  of 
(he  tailoring  department),  who  from  his 
l *tocks  can  equip  men  and  boys  as  quickly 
l fls  saving  “Jack  Robinson.  ” We  have 

« man’s  overcoat  for  39s.  6d.,”  he  stated, 
l 1 which  defies  nil  competition ; while  we 
can  also  do  a smart  boy’s  overcoat  for 
”*•  Del.  Last  week  our  tales  amounted  to 
92,  and  this  week  we  are  even  busier. 
Our  trade  is  n family  one  since  we  have 
introduced  the  making  of  Indies’  suits.” 

, At  the  risk  of  repetition  it  must  be 
i Hated  that  Service  and  Personality  count 
I lor  much  in  Birmingham  Society,  for 
-every  assistant  in  all  the  departments — 

. Jrom  the  managers  downwards — was  noted 
| to  show  the  most  courteous'  attention  to 
customers,  combining  those  pleasurable 
I nnd  business  traits  which  make  for  good 
business.  ‘ 

After  all,  it  is  display  that  attracts,  and 
• l?>,.81everyfching  that  is  pleasing  to  the  eye 
which  commands  attention.  In  all  this  the 
•our  departments  visited  on  Saturday  last 
excelled  not  only  so  far  as  the  women  folks 
u.r?  concerned,  but  mere  man,  and  every 
cinld  hag  his  and  her-  place  in  the  vast 
emporium.  Excellent  effects,  the  best  of 
“nicies  and  the  lowest  prices,  discrimina- 
and  the  best  of  taste,  coupled  with 
Pleasing  courtesy,  infected  the  whole  build- 
'!£•  oven  on  the  last  day  of  the  great  fort- 
'hght’s  shopping  carnival. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Insti- 
ute  °f  Adult  Education  and  the  London 
vili!cfc  °f  W.E.A.,  a course  of  lectures 
V;!  he  given  as  follows: — November  25th, 
K .fount  Haldane,  at  King's  College, 
®oc<?,nbor  16th,  Miss  Margaret 
• -nllan,  London  School  of  Economics; 
nuary  27th,  Archbishop  of  York,  King’s 
0°8e>  Strand.  The  lectures  will  commence 
3 p.m. 


A “ Shopping  Week  ” in  which  yearly  the 
whole  of  the  shopkeepers  joined  and  sub- 
scribed from  all  sources  over  £900  was  recently 
held  in  Mansfield.  Competitions  of  all 
descriptions  were  held  during  the  week,  the 
most  serious  being  those  for  window-dressing, 
prizes  being  offered  for  cloven  different  classes, 
embracing  nearly  every  kind  of  shop. 

The  Mansfield  Society  were  successful  in 
gaining  the  first  prize  for  the  best  drapery 
window,  first  for  outfitting,  first  for  beef,  third 
for  provisions,  third  for  pork,  third  for  tho 
outsido  decorations,  and  the  first  prize — a 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

Alcester. — Tho  quarterly  meetings  of  the 
society,  held  at  Stratford-on-Avon  and 
Grubb's  Cross,  have  been  attended  by  a fair 
number  of  members,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mn.  George  Jones,  J.l*.  (president).  The 
balance  sheet  and  report  showed  that  tho 
society  had  experienced  a very  satisfactory 
period  of  business,  and  that  to  all  appear- 
ances prospects  for  the  future  were  much 
better  than  for  some  time  past.  The  sales 
had  been  well  maintained,  amounting  to 
£45,598,  or  only  4 per  cent,  less  than  in  the 
three  months  immediately  preceding.  The 
membership  stood  at  6,266,  with  a total 
share  capital  of  £74,512.  After  paying  in- 
terest on  capital,  placing  £71  to  reserve, 
and  allocating  £533  to  depreciation  of  build- 
ings. fixtures,  ifcc.,  the  committee  recom- 
mended a dividend  of  fid.  in  the  pound,  with 
a balance  of  £295  to  carry  forward  to  next 
quarter.  The  auditors  (Messrs.  Appleby 
and  Wood)  stated  in  their  report  that  tho 
society  was  in  an  exceptionally  strong  finan- 
cial-position. The  balance  sheet  and  report 
were  unanimously  adopted,  members  con- 
gratulating the  committee  and  officials  upon 
the  satisfactory  condition  of  the  society. 

Ripley. — Mr.  J.  Pearson  occupied  the 
chair  at  the  quarterly  meeting  which  was 
held  on  Saturday.  l'he  balance  sheet  for 
the  quarter  ending  September  30th  Inst 
showed  that  the  sales  for  the  quarter 
amounted  to  £139.027,  a decrease  of 
£21,159  compared  with  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  last  year,  and  a decrease  of 
£8,290  in  comparison  with  the  June 
quarter  this  year.  The  balance  disposable, 
after  allowing  for  interest  and  deprecia- 
tion, uas  £11,780  7s.  7d.,  which  was  ,<lis- 
posed  of  ns  follows : —Dividend  at  Is.  7d. 
in  the  pound,  £10,291  13s.  4d. ; educational, 
fund,  £129  16su;  collective  life  assurance 
premium,  £54o  4s.  lOd. ; reserve  fund, 
£315  13s.  5d.  ; and  carried  forward,  £500. 
The  membership,  which  showed  ah  increase 
of  106,  stood  at  17,055.  Tho  renewal  of 
the  collective  life  assurance  policy  for  the 
en/iing  twelve  months  was  sanctioned, 
and  the  committee’s  recommendation  to 
subscribe  £10  to  the  Stockton  Blue  Lias 
Co-operative  Society’s  Relief  Fund  was 
accepted. 

Derby. — The  quarterly  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Central  Hall  on  Monday,  November 
13th.  Mr.  W.  Warren  presided.  There 
was  a small  attendance.  Refore  proceeding 
with  the  ordinary  business,  the  President 
referred  to  the  late  Mrs.  Booth.  At  his 
request  the  members  paid  a tribute  to  her 
memory  by  rising.  The  report  showed  that 
the  sales  for  the  past  quarter  amounted  to 
£359,722,  a decrease  of  £57,496  when  Com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  Inst 
year.  It  was  decided  to  pay  an  interim  divi- 
dend of  Is.  fid. ~ in  the  pound.  On  tlie  re- 
commendation of  the  directors,  the  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society  were  re-elected 
auditors  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  It 
was  decided  to  open  a polling  station  at 
'AUestree,  and  to  endorse  the  action  of  the 
committee  in  subscribing  £25  in  aid  of  the 
Stockton  Blue  Lina  Society. 


silver  trophy  valued  at  six  guineas — for  th 
most  original  display  of  any  kind,  which  was 
awarded  for  the  outfitting  window.  The 
decoration  scheme  was  carried  out  in  black 
and  white,  with  two  figures  dressed  as  a youth 
and  a boy. 

Thousands  of  people  during  the  week 
visited  the  new  central  premises  to  look  for 
the*Efty  prizes  offered  by  the  society  to  those 
who  were  the  owners  of  carnival  books  bearing 
the  same  number  as  those  affixed  on  the  prizes 
in  the  windows. 

During  tho  carnival  the  entrance  fee  was 


MIDLAND  JOTTINGS. 


Tiie  Alcester  Society  hopes  to  erect  new 
branch  premises  at  Henley  - in  - Arden 
shortly.  A good  van  delivery  business  is 
now  being  done  in  the  district. 

About  300  unemployed  workmen  arrived 
at  Kettering  on  Thursday,  November  9th. 
They  were  well  looked  after  by  the  co- 
operative society  and  trade  union.  After 
tea  they  were  provided  with  a first-rate 
programme  of  music,  a night’s  rest,  a good 
breakfast,  and  some  'food  to  help  them  on 
their  way  towards  London  next  morning. 
No  wonder  the  marchers  were  well  satisfied. 

Blind  musicians  from  London  gave  tVo 
splendid  concerts  in  the  Coalville  Grand 
Theatre  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening 
in  aid  of  the  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind.  The  concerts  were  organised  by 
the  educational  committee  of  the  Coalville 
Society,  assisted  by  the  Co-operative 
Women’s  Guild  and  the  Coalville  Trades 
Council. 

All  records  were  beaten  on  Saturday, 
when  a tea  and  .concert  meeting,  under 
the  auspices  of  tliq  educational  department 
of  the  Nottingham  Society,  took  place  at  the 
Lenton  Council  Schools.  Nearly  350  sat 
down  to  tea,  and  in  the  evening  a very 
successful  musical  programme  was  rendered 
by  the  Co-operative  Choral  Society  (under 
the  conductorship  of  Mr.  A.  Towers).  Mr. 
G.  M.  Sndler,  J.P.  (director)  presided  over 
a crowded  audience.  Mr.  J.  S.  Harrison 
(educational  department)  referred  to  the 
international  aspect  of  the  movement,  and 
said  the  co-operative  movement  was  the 
one  movement  tluit  stood  for  the  force  of 
reason  ” as  against  “ reason  of  force.” 

The  Burton  Society’s  educational  commit- 
tee, in  their  efforts  at  propaganda,  are 
covering  in  turn  the  whole  area  of  the  so- 
ciety’s operations.  The  anniversary  of  the 
Newhall  branch  was  commemorated  by  a 
tea,  concert,  and  meeting,  at  which  Air.  Tnd 
(director)  was  the  chief  speaker.  The  next 
district  to  receive  attention  was  the  village 
of  Brnnstonc,  where  ii  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Parish  Room,  at  which  solos  and  glee^ 
were  given  by  the  Co-operative  Glee  Party. 
Mr.  F.  Mercy  was  the  chairman,  and  Air. 
Ri.  Lyon  the  speaker.  There  wais  a large  and 
attentive  audience.  A vote  of  thanks  to 
the  speaker  and  chairman  was  moved  by 
the  Ven.  Archdeacen  Buckley  (vicar  of  tho 
parish).  


A Men’s  Guild  is  being  formed  at  Totten- 
ham. Intending  members  should  communi- 
cate with  Mr.  Burville,  45,  Lnwreuce-road, 

N.  15. 

A well-attended  concert-meeting  was  held 
at  Hendon,  on  Tuesday,  last  week,  in  con- 
nection with  the  locnl'society.  Air.  JanieB 
Johnstone  (secretary)  presided  in  the  un- 
avoidable' absence  of  the  president.  An 
excellent  address  was  delivered  by  Mrs. 
Brown,  and  a high-class  xh’ogrnmme  was 
presented  by  Air.  C.  Thorogood’s  Concert 
Party. 


suspended,  and  265  new  members  joinc  3 
during  the  week. 

The  manager  of  the  Afansfield  and  Sutton 
Society  has  received  the  following  letter  from 
the  editor  of  “ Display  ” : — 

“ I thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  Bib 
inst.,  and  am  very  pleased  to  learn  the. 

‘ Display  ’ was  of  such  assistance  to  you  i , 
winning  the  silver  trophy.  I should  like  t _ 
congratulate  you  on  your  very  fine  effort. 

” I had  the  pleasure  of  judging  at  your  shop- 
ping carnival,  and  the  judges  were  surprise  . 
to  see  a window  so  cleverly  displayed  in  aucl. 
an  exclusive  way  outside  London.” 


COUN.  ABBOTTS  AND  THE 
CAPITAL  LEVY. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Sutton  Coldfield 
Alen's  Guild,  held  on  Tuesday,  November 
7th,  Councillor  W.  Abbotts,  J.P.  (Walsall), 
gave  an  address  on  “ The  World  of  Labour.' 
He  explained  how  the  economic  and  indus- 
trial crisis  of  the  day  had  arisen,  also  its 
effects  on  the  co-operative  movement  am  . 
labour  in  general.  Co-operators  had  the 
opportunity  of  raising  the  status  of  the 
worker  by  voting  for  the  right  men  in  Un- 
coming  General  Election.  Dealing  with  the 
Labour  Party’s  manifesto,  he  gave  a de- 
tailed Explanation  of  the  much  misrepre- 
sented Capital  Levy,  which  was  much  ap- 
preciated by  the  members,  many  of  whom 
went  away  with  quite  a different  opinion  !■ 
that  which  they  had  gathered  from  the 
press.  After  the  address  a good  discussion 
took  place,  many  questions  being  asked  and 
ably  answered  by  Councillor  Abbotts. 

Nottingham  Meeting. 

?The  Nottingham  Men’s  Guild  arc  settin- 
the  pace  in  Nottingham.  Last  week  they 
had  an  open  night,  when  members  of  tin 
Alen's  and  Women’s  Guilds  spent  a social 
evening  together.  The  guild  room  was 
crowded  and  Air.  Anderson  (president)  occh 
pied  the  chair.  The  secretary  (Air.  H.  S. 
Harding)  had  arranged  a fine  musical  pre- 
gramme.  During  an  interval,  Alderman  A 
Turney,  who  visited  the  guild  along  with 
Air.  G.  N.  Sadler.  J.P.,  and  Airs.  Bonsall 
(directorate),  said  what  they  wanted  was 
to  make  the  members  they  possessed  100 
per  cent,  co-operntors  rather  than  increased 
membership.  He  was  glad  the  men  had  got 
going  in  Nottingham,  and  believed  the  guild 
movement  would  do  very  useful  educational 
propagandist  work. 


JUNIOR  DISPLAY  AT  CATFORI). 

A large  and  enthusiastic  audience  was 
present  at  Catford  (South  Suburban  Society. 
Co-operative  Hall,  on  Saturday  afternoon 
to  witness  the  display  given  by  members  li- 
the Catford  Junior  Guild.  The  younges 
members  gave  a display  of  marching  nir.i 
dancing,  and  also  took  part  in  team  race  - 
and  games,  but  the  chief  item  was  thei  - 
practical  exposition  of  many  ivcll-kno’.vn 
nursery  rhymes.  The  older  members  als 
took  part  in  numerous  team  events,  and 
gave  some  effective  and  pretty  displays  i 
country  dances'.  The  programme  conclude'1 
with  an  exciting  net-ball  match,  in  which 
tile  girls  easily  conquered  the  boys. 

Mr.  J.  Keen  (management  committed 
voiced  the  feelings  of  those  present  in  ex- 
pressing his  pleasure  at  witnessing  tb  • 
result  of  the  junior  guild  work  so  ably  car- 
ried out  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  C.  J 
Imngton  and  Mrs.  L.  Whitaker. 

ALiss  Hilda  Early  at  the  piano  also  contri- 
buted to  the  success  of'th©  display. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  o?  the  “Women's  Pages, " 
“ Co-operative  News  ” Office,  Long  MiUgate, 
Manchester. 


BACK  TO  THE  PLOUGH. 


NOW  FOR  THE  REVIVAL. 

The  elections  have  been  an  exciting 
interlude  for  most  of  us,  and  although 
at  the  moment  of  writing  the  results  are 
unknown,  we  can  come  to  our  task  with 
the  feeling  that  the  hunt  has  gone  by 
and  we  must  get  back  to  the  plough. 

There  is  a good  deal  to  be  done  to  get 
our  co-operative  fields  into  proper  order 
and  condition  for  the  harvest  we  hope 
to  reap  in  the  future,  and  we  have  before 
us  the  “Winter  Circular”  of  our 
English  Women’s  Guild,  which  sets  put 
in  brief,  business-like,  terms  the  work 
immediately  to  hand  for  women 
co-operators. 

The  “ Circular  ” is  addressed  to  the 
branches,  and  indicates  the  lines  of 
chief  interest  upon  which'  it  is  hoped 
every  branch  will  concentrate  its 
efforts  during  the  winter  session. 

The  chief  of  these  concerns  the  Joint 
Campaign  for  Co-operative  Trade, 
about  which  a detailed  memorandum 
has  been  issued  by  the  National  Joint 
Committee.  The  Guild  in  this  matter 
is  bound  to  take  a leading  part  as  volun- 
tary recruiting  agents.  Already  those 
societies  \^iich  have  large  active  Guild 
branches  are  taking  up  the  various 
schemes  with  much  vigour,  inaugurat- 
ing “ shopping  weeks,”  “ stamp  club 
work,”  “ house-to-house  visiting,”  and 
many  other  methods  of  bringing  the 
principles  and  benefits  of  co-operation 
closer  home  to  the  people. 

As  the  memorandum  says:  “No 
principle  of  trading*  has  ever  yet  been 
imagined  superior  in  ethics  to  that  now 
enjoyed  by  industrial  co-operative  distri- 
butive societies.”  It  gives  scope  for 
the  practice  of  the  “ Golden  Rule,”  and 
that  is  a great  matter  indeed. 

The  Women’s  Guild  has  come  to  the, 
conclusion  that  in  International  Co- 
operation the  need  for  a common 
medium  of  communication  is  .very  great, 
so  members  are  urged  to  take  up  the 
study  of  Esperanto  in  company  with  the 
women  in  Holland,  Norway,  and  Scot- 
land, who  have  already  taken  up  the 
language. 

Another  campaign  projected  is  on 
“ Housing.”  Such  a campaign  is 
sorely  needed  if  the  homes  of  Great 
Ilritain  are  not  to  be  a mockery.  The 
plan  for  instituting  this  campaign  is  by 
way  of  sectional  conferences  and  cumu- 
lative action  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
question  in  all  its  aspects. 

Other  public  matters  about  which  the 
“ Circular  ” deals  are  the  Lunacy  Laws 
and  the  question  of  the  sale  of  bread. 
The  Food  Control  Orders  which  make 
the  weighing  of  the  loaf  compulsory 
have  come  to  an  end,  and  it  is  feared 
that  the  weight  of  the  loaf  may  vaiy  at 
the  will  of  the  bakers  in  accordance  with 
the  rise  and  fall  in  the  price  of  flour. 
Co-operative  women,  through  their 
societies,  can  keep  a strong  hand  on 
this  matter. 

A note  in  the  “ Circular  ” reminds 
branches  that  their  own  useful  Convales- 
cent Fund  should  not  be  neglected. 
Little  is  heard  outside  the  guildroom 
about  this  fund,  which  was  instituted 
to  keep  in  memory  the  name  and  the 
spirit  of  sisterly  love  of  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Jones,  an  early  worker  in  the  Guild, 
who  helped  to  “ set  the  pace  ” for  the 
march  towards  the  large  measure  of 
success  attained  by  the  organisation  of 
women  co-operators.  “ The  benefit 
that  our  little  fund  has  been,”  says  the 
“Circular,”  “to  more  than  2,000  sick 
members  cannot  be  expressed  in  figures, 
but  is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  ‘ all  ’ 
may  help  ‘ each  ’ and  should  not  be 
neglected.” 

As  we  liave  said,  the  “ Circular  ” 
presages  an  active,  useful  winter’s 
work  in  guildrooms,  and  in  co-operation 
with  the  management  and  educational 
committees  and  employees  of  societies, 
ought  to  result  in  a great  revival  not 
only  of  trade,  but  of  enthusiasm  and 
complete  oo-operativc  advance. 


THE  ELECTION  AND  AFTER. 

REVELATIONS  OF  GREED,  SELFISHNESS,  AND  INDIFFERENCE, 

LOOKING  AFTER  “ NUMBER  ONE.” 


Tub  noise  and  din  of  the  election  is  over, 
and  ninny  of  us  are  sore  in  spirit.  But 
while  hearts  may  be  saddened,  and  high 
hopes  may  have  been  blasted  after  such 
excitement,  we  must  take  up  once  more 
the  every-day  duties  of  an  every-day  world. 
The  lonely  furrow  for  co-operation  and 
peace  has  again  to  be  traversed.  Let  us 
call  to  our  help  fresh 
courage  and,  renewed 
determination  that  co- 
operation shall  conquer 
the  world. 

Perhaps  the  most 
discouraging  (feature  of 
the  recent  campaign 
has  been  the  revelation 
of  selfishness,  indiffer- 
ence, and  desire  for 
personal  gain  shown  by 
the  average  elector. 

“ I’m  not  going  to  vote 
for  anybody.  They’re 
all  for  themselves,  and 
I’m  going  to  look  after 
myself  lor  the  future,” 
is  the  poliev  of  more 
than  one  individual. 

The  greed  and  power 
of  the  licensing  trade 
has  been  only  too  plainly  shown  by  a mis- 
chievous policy  of  hoodwiuking  electors  on 
important  questions.  • 

Then  candidates  up  aud  down  the 
country  have  stooped  to  personal  attacks 
on  their  opponents.  On  every  hand  there 
has  been  overwhelming  evidence  of  the 
“self  first”  creed,  which  has  been  revolt- 
ing in  the  extreme.  Competition  is  rife  in 
the  heart  of  man.  It  breeds  injustice, 
iniquity,  and  misery  wherever  it  goes. 


“ OUTLOOK”  GIFT  FOR 

CHRISTMAS. 

WHY  NOT? 

NINE,  NINETEEN,  AND  NINETY 

would  be  glad  of  it. 


| TWELVE  TIMES  A YEAR. 

Bright,  EnUrtairirg,  Cbaiuun* 

O)  —nay  mote— it  would  INFORM 

every  friend  you  send  it  to. 

§ CHRISTMAS  NUMBER  out  this  week. 


To  such  a world  co-operative  women  must 
turn.  There  faces  us  the  unseen  plodding 
of  converting  the  “ self  first  ” creed  into 
one  cif  co-operation  for  all.  We  have  the 
realisation  that  in  our  own  movement  there 
still  remains  a volume  of  work  which  must 
be  done  before  we  can  hope  to  stretch  out 
our  tentacles  and  wring  competition  by  tbo 
neck.  It  is  futile  to 
imagine  we  can  shake 
and  alter  long-standing 
prejudices  in  the  heat 
aud  baffling  conflic- 
tions  of  an  election 
campaign. 

We  can  only  scratch 
the  surface  of  existing 
conditions  at  such  times. 
But  it  is  our  business 
now  to  begin  at  once 
to  lay  the  foundation 
of  clean,  true  politics 
in  our  guild  and  the 
district  round. 

We  hope  the  time 
will  come  when  every 
Parliamentary  division 
will  see  a Co-operative 
candidate  in  the  field. 
It  is r' not  too  soon 
to  begin  to  work  for  that  end,  whilst  the 
noise  and  din  of  the  election  war  is  still 
in  our  ears.  We  are  not  yet  immune  from 
the  danger  of  another  ghastly  tragedy  of 
blood  ami  guns.  Such  immunity  can  only 
come  when  competition  is  ousted  by 
co-operatiou,  and  ‘‘Each  for  all,  and  all 
for  each,”  is  our  every-day  slogan.  The  call 
to  start  the  work  is  now.  Our  bodies  are 
weary  and  cry  for  rest  after  the  fight.  But 
there  must  be  no  flagging  of  the  spirit. 


WOMEN  AND  THE 
ELECTIONS. 

SHAKING  THE  COMPETITOR'S 
CITADEL  . 


There  has  not  been  much  “ trancmilla 
about  co-operative  women  iu  ManclS 
during  the  past  week-end.  Thw 
“ where  they  are,”  and  with  clerical 
finished  in  the  two  Parliamentary  c<2- 
tuencies  where  co-operative  candidate* Tr 
been  putting  up,  they  have  taken  or,® 
tensive  canvassing.  n e** 

Three  ex-guild  presidents— Mrs  m • 

” -1  vr.n  t» v 8*  ulair 

.sP°ke 
•urine 
thirty. 


at  the  Longsight  Guild’s  “ Annual  “ 
the  week,  pleading  for  helpers,  over 
six  guildswomen  turning  up  at  the  commit. 


YOUR  PLUM  PUDDING 
AND  OURS. 

ALL  TRIED,  TESTED,  AND  TRUE. 

“ Woman’s  Outlook  ” Christmas  number 
— out  this  week — contains  recipes  of  Christ- 
mas puddings  contributed  by  Guild  leaders 
and  officials.  As  the  space  was  too  limited 
to  include  all  those  sent,  in  order  that  the 
remaining  recipes  may  be  of  use  to  our 
readers,  we  include  a few  in  our  “ Pages” 
this  week. 

From  Mrs.  Hood  (Enfield  Highway,  ex- 
president. W.C.G.) : 1 large  teacupful  of 
bread  crumbs;  1 large  teacupful  of  flour; 
1 large  teacupful  of  sugar;  1 large  teacupful 
of  chopped  suet;  1 large  teacupful  of  cur- 
rants; 1 large  teacupful  of  raisins  (stoned); 

1 large  apple,  chopped  small;  1 egg;  1 table- 
spoonful  of  baking  powder ; lemon  peel  and 
seasoning  to  taste.  Mix  all  dry  ingredients 
together;  then  add  the  egg,  well  beaten. 
Put  into  a buttered  basin  and  boil  or  steam 
for  four  hours  or  longer;  the  longer  the 
better. 

Mrs.  Gill  (Birmingham):  1 lb.  suet;  1 lb. 
bread  crumbs;  2 lb.  sugar;  2 lb.  muscatels; 

2 lb.  currants;  ^ lb.  candied  peel;  J oz. 

bitter  almonds;  $ oz.  cinnamon  ; 3 nutmegs; 
four  eggs  (more  eggs  the  better) ; pint  milk; 
boil  seven  hours.  Sufficient  for  two  good- 
sized  puddings.  , 

Mrs.  Unsworlh  (Midland  Sectional  secre- 
tary, W.C.G.) : 1 lb.  each  raisins  (stoned), 
sultanas,  and  currants;  1 lb.  sugar;  $ lb. 
mixed  peel ; 2 oz.  chopped  nlnionds ; 2 lb. 
apples;  1 cocoanut  (grated);  $ lb.  flour; 

1 lb.  bread  crumbs;  J lb.  suet  (chopped); 

1 tea6pooi).ful  each  ground  cloves,  cinnamon, 
ginger,  and  mixed  spice;  a little  nutmeg; 
the  juice  of  2 c ranges  and  2 lemons;  4 new- 
laid  eggs;  add  milk;  mix  thoroughly;  and 
boil  eight  hours.  Will  make  four  or  five 
nice-sizecl  basins,  and  is  an  excellent  plum 
pudding. 

Mrs.  Butler  (secretary,  Yorkshire  Section, 
W.C.G.):  i lb.  bread  crumbs;  J lb.  flour; 
i lb.  stoned  raisins;  $ lb.  currants;  J lb. 
sugar;  $ lb.  suet;  i lb.  mixed  peel;  2 eggs; 
a little  milk;  boil  three  hours  at  least,  then 
about  half-an-hour  when  wanted.  This  will 
keep  months,  and  when  my  family  was  small 
was  enough  for  eight  of  us.  It  makes  a very 
^good  pudding.  / 

From  Mrs.  Harsent  (Cohvyn  Bay,  Sec- 
tional Council  member) : 1 lb.  each  raisins, 
currants,  and  sultanas;  $ 11>.  grated  apple; 

1 lb.  sugar;  $ lb.  nutter  or  other  vegetarian 
suet;  } lb.  mixed  peel;  J lb.  sweet  almonds 
(chopped) ; 1 lb.  wholemeal  bread  crumbs ; 

$ oz.  pudding  spice;  small  nutmeg  (grated); 

4 eggs;  milk  sufficient  to  moisten;  1 large 
cup  “Federation”  flour  or  1 small  cup 
C.W.S.  custard  powder  to  bind  mixture. 


™e  fN1e,’fJ.porfriGui,d  ,ins  now  a member- 
ship of  130.  The  secretary  is  Mrs.  Arm- 
strong, and  a good  programme  of  lectures 
and  fiooial  events  have  been  arranged  for 
th©  coming  winter. 


A One-Day  School  and  Conference  was  re- 
cently held  in  the  Cumberland  district  at 
Brampton.  In  the  absence  of  .Mrs.  Fer- 
guson on  the  Tuesday,  the  school  was  con- 
ducted by  Mrs.  Tozer  (president  of  the 
Brampton  branch).  Two  sessions  were 
held  and  the  subjects  dealt  with  were 
Women  s International  ” and  “ Trade  in 
the  Movement,” 


DEATH  OF  MRS.  GREEN. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.) 


It  is  our  paiuful 
duty  this  week  to 
record  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Green  (Soutli- 
end-on-Sea,  and  late 
C e n tral  Committee 
m ember  of  the 
English  Women  ’ s 
Guild),  who  passed 
away  at  a nursing 
home  a week  ago 
last  Tuesday. 

Mrs.  Greenf'  who 
was  sixty-eight  years 
of  age,  had  been 

act  ively  associated 

with  the  movement 

Late  Mrs.  Green,  for  the  past  thirty 
.•  years.  At  that  time 

she  helped  with  the  opening  of  the  Canning 
Town  branch.  Later  she  was  associated 
with  the  Stratford  Society,  where,  as  the 
local  bra  noli  secretary,  she  helped  in  the 
formation  of  its  noted  slate  club.  In  1904 
on  her  removal  to  Worthing,  Mrs.  Green 
was  again  active  in  guild  work,  and 
started  what  is  now  a flourishing  local 
branch. 

Mrs.  Green’s  la.st  appearance  on  a guild 
platform  was  at  the  Portsmouth  Congress, 
when  she  took  part  in  the  presentation  to 
Miss  LI.  Davies  and  Miss  Harris,  with 
whom,  as  a member  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee, she  had  worked  for  very  many 
years,  taking  part  in  many  national  depu- 
tations organised  by  the  Women's  Guild. 
Three  months  ago  Mrs.  Green  took  a 
cottage  at  Haslemere,  with  the  idea  of 
retiring  from  all  social  work,  but  after  a 
fortnight’s  residence  she  was  suddenly 
taken  ill  with  acute  neuritis,  from  the 
developments  of  which  she  never  recovered. 

Of  a most  lovable  and  kindly  disposition! 
deceased  will  be  greatly  missed  in  co-opera- 
tive circles  down  south,  where  her  work 
was  concentrated.  The  funeral  took  place 
last  Friday,  and  was  attended  by  repre- 
sentative guildswomen  and  other  co-opera- 
tive workers. 


TWO  SOUTHERN  SCHOOLS. 

Two  successful  schools  were  held  last  weak 
11  the  South  Metropolitan  District,  at 
Lambeth,  when  Mrs.  Leighton  (Sectional 
Council  member)  spoke  on  ‘ J ho  Joint 
Iracle  Campaign  " and  “Married  Women 
in  Paid  Positions.”  A vote  was  taken  011 
the  question  of  married  women  in  industry, 
which  resulted  in  25  for  and  5 against, 
proving  women  were  not  looking  at  the 
question  from  an  individual  viewpoint. 

The  other  school,  held  on  the  31st  ultimo 
at  Feekham,  wa®  taken  by  Mrs.  Allen  (C  C' 
member),  on  “The  Joint  Trade  Campaign  ” 
Although  the  movement  consists  lnrgely  of 
women,  we  have  no  very  great  sliaje  in 
the  management  of  the  movement,  said  the 
speaker. 

Bolton  Guild  members  have  passed  a 
resolution  protesting  strongly  agaiust  the 
country  being  drawn  into  another  war* 


tee  rooms  next  day. 

Three  hundred  guests  at  the  T1..1 
Guild’s  party  last  Saturday  week  gave”'9 
enthusiastic  ovation  to  Mr.  Mercer  „ 
fifty  hands  going  np  when  a plea  was  rS 
for  workers  for  the  last  three  days  of  tit 

The  fact  is  the  women  have  turned  out  In 
all  kinds  of  weather,  and  on  an  averaul 
each  has  canvassed  over  100  houses  a dav 
Meanwhile,  Mrs.  Mercer  has  been  to  tlm 
front,  not  only  issuing  a simple,  effectirA 
appeal  to  the  women  electors,  but  spending 
most  days  in  door-to-door  canvassing  An! 
another  invaluable  source  of  help  has  C 
trom  the  young  people,  students  from  tlm 
Co-operative  Union  nnd  members  of  tlm 
Comrades’  Circle,  who,  besides  distributing 
literature,  have  spoken  at  public  meetings 6 
Even  on  Sunday  a splendid  meeting  toot 
place  for  husbands  and  wives.” 

“ 0ur1fi;.v,”  said  a Stockport  woman  can- 
^ f’  Vs , Che,aPer  Bread  and  Bearer 
Beer.  We  have  had  over  150  women  can- 
vassing  and  it  was  a ‘ feather  in  our  can' 
when  Mr.  Perry’s  election  agent  *aid 
women  are  much  more  successful  than  men 
in  canvassing.  Men  are  too  aggressive  and 
intolerant.  _ Women  use  more  tact  and  diplo- 
macy and  it  is  with  their  splendid  help  that 
i reel,  even  though  we  do  not  win,  we  shall 
give  the  Conservative  citadel 
shaking.” 


we  shall 
a good 


OUGHT  WE  TO  JOIN  THE 

LABOUR  PARTY? 

Dear  Madam. — During  the  municipal  eleo* 
tions  in  the  Central  Ward  of  our  town, 
i\els?n,  our  president  (Mr.  Elliott)  was  the 
candidate,  and  it  was  thought  he  was  the 
best  man,  and  would  stand  the  best  chance 
of  being  elected.  But  when  the  poll  was 
declared,  he  was  over  200  votes  less  than  his 
opponent,  I have  been  told  that  our  co- 
operative policy  is  dead,  and  we  must  come 
out  as  Labour,  and  let  people  see  wliat  we 
stand  for.  Now  I have  never  joined  any 
party,  I have  been  a co-operator,  and  lam 
not  ashamed  of  the  part  I play.  Though  a 
co-operator,  I have  been  sympathetic  with 
Labour  ever  since  I had  a vote;  but  I realise 
that  our  movement  is  made  up  of  all  kinds 
of  people.  So  as  a co-operator  my  desire 
lias  always  lieen  to  work  for  the  good  of  all. 
My  reason  has  taught  me  that  I am  only  a 
part  of  a great  whole.  Will  our  joining  with 
the  Labour  Party  give  to  the  co-operative 
movement  a greater  power?  We  see  the 
power  they  wield  on  our  .management  and 
educational  committees,  and  we  have  seen 
how  “ party  ” can  play  a large  part  and 
can  become  a power,  but  I contend  it  is 
unity  that  is  needed  to-day. — Yours,  Arc., 
D.  Smith. 

39,  Tavistock-street,  Nelson,  Nov.  2nd. 


FOR  WHOM  TO  VOTE? 

Tue  first  conference  of  the  newly -formed 
Birmingham  and  Worcester  District  was 
held  at  Cradle jr  Heath  on  the  7th  inst.  the 
chair  being  taken  by  Mrs.  Moorby  (fi'er- 
eester),  tile  newly-elected  president.  Mr. 
I.ueas  (president,  Cradlev  Heath  Guild)  ex- 
tending a welcome.  Mrs.  Adams  (Walsall 
Wood,  sectional  council)  was  tbo  speaker- 

“ The  present  necessity,”  she  said,  “ was 
to  make  women  realise  the  need  for  spend- 
ing all  at  their  own  stores,  and  defeat  the 
multiple  ©hops  in  trying  to  capture  trade. 
While  admitting  the  utility  of  dividend,  she 
said  ideals  must  not  be  lost  sight  of. 
guildswoinan’s  responsibility  as  a citizen  was 
more  important  than  ever.  . ' 

Mrs.'  Hyd©  (King’s  Heath)  advocated 
guildswomen  visiting  the  poorer  districts, 
and  spreading  the  gospel  at  other  times  than 
at  elections. 

Among  those  taking  part  in  the  discus- 
sion were  Mrs.  Gardner  (Worcester).  MrJ- 
Hodgins  (Ton  Acres  and  Stirchley),  and  Mr*- 
Bedhall  (Warwick). 

Replying  to  the  points  raised,  Mrs.  Adams 
said  that  in  considering  far  whom  to ; xott 
wliere  there  was  no  Co-operative  candidat  ■ 
questions  should  be  asked  of  the  candidate 
standing  relating  to  various  cc-operati 
interests. 


A meeting  lias  been  convened  by  , 
Stretford  Women’s  Guild,  tlio  Sue  > 
Aslitou-on-Mersey  Women’s  Guild,  ana 
Sale  and  Ashton-on-Mersey  Local  ' * . 
Party,  at  the  Sale  Town  Hall,  for  .Novcffl^ 
19th.  when  Mr.  H.  J.  May  (secretary  oi 
Co-operative  Alliance)  will  ,0- 

“ Russia.”  Mr.  May  was  one  °{,  t ‘ to 
operative  delegate^  who  went  lo  '‘[0j 
investigate  conditions.  He  will  bo  «upp  • 0). 
by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co-opera t ivo  L 1,1 ,,, 


The  proceeds  will 
.Children  Fund,’4 


to  the  “Save  • 
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«0M-  N S PACES. 

HOMES  OR  HOVELS— WHICH  ? 

mothers-where  shall  your  babies  be  born? 


YOU  CAN  CHOOSE  AND  SAY. 


lwhat  might  be. 

Thebe  is  an  old  saying,  trite  and  generally 
truo  that  love  flies  out  of  the  window  when 
uoverty  conies  in  at  the  door.  Poverty 
Locks  on  ft  million  doors  to-day,  not  only 
(he  poverty  of  financial  means,  but  the 
overty  of  that  seclusion  and  peace  and  those 
little  intimacies  that  make  the  home  a tower 
of  strength  to  the  woman  and  a haven  of 
refuge  to  the  man.  Let  us  look  for  a moment 
upon  what  might  be  and  then  upon  what  is. 

John  is  ambitious, 
and  always  said  that 
ffhen  he  had  a place  of 
jiis  own  lie  would  work. 

He  marries,  and  takes  a 
Jinppv  little  house  sur- 
rounded on  three  sides 
by  a plot  of  ground.  He 
joes  not  buy  it;  ho  rents 
it.  from  an  enlightened 
municipality.  It  was 
built  oy  a State  that 
understands  real  invest- 
ment. 

The  planning  of  the 
garden  is  a problem  of 
ffonder  and  delight.  He 
buys  a book  or  two  on 
gardening,  and  t h o 
kindly  public  librarian 
fans  his  enthusiasm.  His 
wife  takes  to  the  idea 
with  nn  eye  on  the  possibility  of  fowls. 

Up  go  a trellis  and  rustic  poles  to  bear 
the  pillar  roses.  With  some  timidity  he  digs 
out  a pool  and  cements  it — a little  ashamed 
perhaps  when  a neighbour  comments.  The 
lily-pool  is  the  prerogative  of  the  privileged. 
But  there  it  is,  three  feet  deep,  because  that 
is  the  depth  the  water-lily  loves. 

John  conies  home  for  tea,  and  Jane  meets 
him  at  the  gate;  happy  little  smiles  play 
around  her  like  fretted  sunbeams  under  a 
tree. 

They  were  happy  because  of  th^ir  pursuits, 
their  interests:  and  Jane,  the  proud  little 
woman  with  the  basket,  was  building  up 
their  share  capital,  giving  them  that  sense 
of  security  so  dear  to  many  of  us. 


THE  JOY  OF  LIVING 

For 

Your  Christmas  Gifts, 
Your  Christmas  Puddings, 

and  what  to  do  at 

The  Kiddies*  Parties, 

Consult 

DECEMBER  Number, 

“Woman’s  Outlook.” 


LWIIAT  ACTUALLY  IS. 

John  is  ambitious.  He  marries.  They 
live  with  his  mother  in  a four-roomed  house, 
packed  so  tightly  amidst  its  fellows  that  it 
has  to  extend  out  into  the  hack  yard. 
Mother’s  nil  right.  Jane’s  all  right.  Yes, 
of  course.  But  mother  and  Jane  don't  “ get 
on  ” together. 

John  comes  home  for  tea.  Dad  gets  in 
first,  and  the  remnants  of  a meal  greet  John 
— a very  little  thing;  yes,  but  life  is  made 
up  of  very  little  things, 
little  annoyances,  little 
worries,  little  smiles, 
little  joys. 

The  president-elect  of 
the  Women’s  Guild  calls 
to  see  mother,  and 
monopolises  the  front 
room.  Dad  has  some 
writing  to  do  for  his 
trade  union  branch 

meeting.  Jane  washes 
up,  and  is  crying 
quietly.  John  goes  to 
dry  the  things  for  her. 

“What’s  tho  matter, 
dearie  ?” 

“ Oh.  I’m  so  miser- 
able. I’ve  nothing  to  do 
all  day.  I wish  we  could 
get  a house.” 

John. -rages  inwardly, 
ancl,  like  one  of  old,  curses  the  day  ho  was 
horn.  Foolish  No,  no.  John  is  bursting 
to  do  things.  He  has  no  chance,  and  tho 
one  he  loves  is  miserable.  He  ought  not  to 
have  married!  No,  perhaps  not;  but  ne 
did. 

He  said:  “ Let’s  go  to  the  pictures.” 

Young  mothers,  where  are  your  babies  to 
be  born?  Cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined  in 
little,  overcrowded  houses,  with  the  back 

frard  for  a nursery,  or  in  a spacious,  airy 
mme  with  a nursery  garden?  You  can 
choose;  you  can  snv;  you  have  but  to  make 
your  voice  heard  above  the  welter  of  poli- 
tical jingoism.  Rise  in  your  wrath,  and  no 
Government  will  dare  to  deny  your  demands. 

What  is  it  to  be,  homes  or  hovels  for 
your  babies? 


YOUR  STORES’  TRADE, 

WHAT  IS  IT  ? 

WHY  SOME  WOMEN  ARE  NOT 

MORE  LOYAL. 

Mrs.  M‘Ard  (Liverpool,  and  Sectional 
; Council  member),  speaking  at  the  North- 
East  Lancashire  Conference  at  Brierfield  on 
Saturday  last,  explained  that  unemploy- 
ment was  the  outcome  of  capitalistic  rule. 
It  was  under  such  circumstances  as  were 
| found  to-day  that  co-operation  came  into 
[ existence.  "A  rededication  to  those  early 
i principles  was  needed  if  the  movement  was 
to  accomplish  what  it  was  intended  to  do 
for  democracy.  When  they  realised  that 
in  one  society  alone  the  average  purchasing 
power  per  member  had  been  reduced  to 
one-third,  that  bread  sales  worked  out  as 
low  as  6d.  per  member  per  week,  they 
would  see  how  necessary  was  a trade 

campaign. 

It  was  astounding  that  only  6d.  per 
member  was  the  average  spent  by  co-opera- 
tive housewives  weekly  in  societies’  drapery 
'lepartments,  that  2jd.  was  the  average  for 
toots,  3d.  in  furnishing,  and  1 id.  on  ready- 
made. Just  a little  more  purchasing  by 
each  member  would  set  the  wheels  of  trade 
moving  quickly  again,  and  would  keep  co- 
operative workers  employed.  To-day  it 
was  now  possible  to_  obtain  short  dress 
lengths  at  the  stores,  while  C.W.S. 
‘orsets,  which  are  with  us  always,  were 
'forgotten  by  women  co-operators  in  their 
Purchases.  -Fixed  prices;  advertising; 
eaflet  distribution;  increasing  the  circula- 
tion of  “ Woman’s  Outlook,”  which  the 
flr|ed  home  woman  was  always  ready  to 


take 


because  of  its  brightness  and 


helpful  influence;  canvassers  for  getting 
increased  trade ; and  conferences  with  em- 
ployees were  among  the  speaker’s  sugges- 
tions. 

Dividend:  Education:  Prices. 

^Irs.  Wright  (Harle  Syke,  Burnley),  who 
in  the  chair,  told  of  their  efforts  to 
*ecuro  lapsed  members’  trade,  many 
Promising  to  return  with  a 3s.  dividend. 
*et  their  prevailing  prices  were  lower  than 
those  of  private  traders. 

Mrs.  Howarth  (Church)  told  how  an 
°rticlo  cf  underclothing  from  the  stores 
Waa  a shilling  cheaper  than  just  the  same 
garment  across  the  way.  She  asked  was  it 
Compulg0ry  for  a society  to  devote  2J  per 
of  its  surplus  for  educational  pur- 
toscsr1  Replying,  Mrs.  M'Ard  said  there 
*?s  no  compulsion,  but  it  was  “ penny 
..ls®  and  pound  foolish  ” for  nny  co-opera- 
V.v9  society  to  apportion  all  surplus  for 
wvidend  and  neglect  education. 

.Mrs.  Smith  (Nelson)  said  the  necessity 
uie  trade  campaigns  showed  what 
Diners  they  were. 

Mrs.  Blackburn  (Blackburn) : Those  for 
hom  the  movement  was  intended  are 
Uiflide.  They  cannot  afford  to  he 


members  of  the  stores.  Goods  should  he 
sold  in  small  quantities.  She  strongly 
advocated  the  training  of  the  young,  and 
the  loaning  of  societies’  halls  for  educa- 
tional purposes. 

Mrs.  Gibbons  (Blackburn)  also  wanted 
tho  poor  people  specially  catered  for.  In 
the  past  these  built  up  the  movement. 
Dividend  accumulation  had  been  the  salva- 
tion of  many  a family. 

Mrs.  Holgate  (Colne)  said  that  during 
their  propaganda  week  4s.  2d.  parcels  were 
sold  at  2s.  6d. 

Mr.  Law  (president,  Brierfield  Society) 
spoke,  and  in  reply  the  speaker  said  in- 
creased loyalty  was  the  surest  way  to  get 
decreased  prices,  while  lower  prices  and 
the  abolition  of  dividend  for  a time  would 
prove  a great  benefit. 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


GUISELEY'S  HELP  DAY  FOR  CONVALESCENT  HOMES. 


Mrs.  E,  Stubbs  (secretary  of  the  Worksop 
Guild)  and  Mrs.  Gregory  (president)  have 
been  elected  to  their  society’s  education 
committee. 

Mrs.  Petre,  who  has  just  resigned  the 
secretaryship  of  the  Cumberland  district,  in 
/i  charming  letter  writes:  “ I have  had  many 
hnppy  days  during  my  time  of  office.  I shall 
always  remember  their  brightness  and  tho 
friendships  formed,  many  of  which  will  be 
lifelong.” 

At  a recent  Kiveton  Park  carnival  in  aid 
of  the  Sheffield  hospitals,  the  Worksop  Guild 
was  awarded  first  prize  for  tho  turnout 
“ Washing  Day,”  and  second  prize  for  the 
tableau  advertising  the  various  C.W.S’. 
productions. 

Ryhope  and  Silksworth  Women’s  Guild 
held  a successful  whist  drive  and  dance 
recently,  when  Councillor  Mrs.  Pratt  pre- 
sented the  prizes.  For  the  dancing 
Mesdames  Robinson  and  Etheringfcon  were 
the  M.C.’b  and  for  whist  Mesdames  Jane  and 
Smith  officiated. 

Blackley  Guild  members  have  reason  to  he 
proud  of  their  recent  fancy-dress  carnival. 
All  the  characters  were  welcomed  by  Squire 
and  Lady  de  Blackley.  These  included 
“Woman’s  Outlook,”  “Billiards,”  “Ace  of 
Hearts,”  “Alsace  Lorraine,”  “ Toylaud,” 
“ November  5th,”  and  “ Mephistopheles.” 
All  aroused  comment  as  well  as  a sedate 
“ Quaker  Girl,”  a ferocious  “ Red  Indian,” 
“ A Spanish  Prince,”  and  “A  Lady  of  the 
Fifteenth  Century.”  What  hob'-iiobbing 
there  must  have  been! 


ONE  OR  THREE  YEARS? 

Speaking  at  the  Manchester  District 
Conference  at  Blackley,  on  Monday  last, 
Mrs.  Daniels  (Sectional  Council)  said  she 
had  never  heard  such  splendid  reports  of 
district  work  as  the  sec-rotary  (Mrs. 
Slingsby)  had  just  read.  Before  a woman 
stood  .for  election  for  the  District  Com- 
mittee it  was  advisable  she  should  have 
held  office  in  her  guild,  for  a badly  managed 
district  caused  friction  amongst  branches. 

Mrs.  Bolton  (Stretford)  inquired  if  it 
was  advisable  to  have  branch  officials 
elected  for  one  or  three  years. 

“ One  year  is  preferable,”  said  the 
speaker  in  reply. 

Mrs.  Pleviu  (Hyde):  It  is  the  future  we 
havfe  to  deal  with. 

The  speaker  thought  most  of  them 
realised  that  more  might  he  done  to  get 
tho  younger  pimple  into  the  guilds. 

Mrs.  Hall  (Uvmston)  told  of  a splendid 
comrades’  circle  they  had  with  seventy- 
eight  members,  tlieir  ages  ranging  from 
sixteen  to  eighteen  years. 

Mrs.  Slingsby  (district  secretary)  urged 
branches  not  receiving  grants  from  their 
societies  to  press  their  claims.  District 
secretaries,  she  contended.  should  be 
asked  to  the  albcouncils’  meetings. 

Mrs.  Woolley  (Openshaw),  as  a new 
secretary,  asked  for  particulars  with 
regard  to  the  nominations  of  the  District 
Committee. 

Mrs.  Turbi.sher  (Harpurhey  and  Moston) 
welcomed  the  delegates,  and  Mrs.  Dawson 
(district  president)  was  in  the  cliair. 


A presentation  was  recently  made  to  Mrs. 
J.  Almond,  the  president  of  the  Bailey  Guild 
for  eight  years,  now  retiring.  The  presenta- 
tion took  tho  form  of  a silver  cake  bnsket 
and  lace  handkerchief. 

Sunderland  Guild  recently  held  a whist 
drive  and  danco,  when  over  200  attended. 
Mr.  Mason  was  the  M.C.  for  whist  and  Mr. 
Summersgill  for  dnnoing.  The  prizes  were 
presented  by  Mrs.  Blneklcck,  J.P.  (president 
of  the  guild), 


Prestwich  Society’s  educational  com- 
mittee has  decided  to  hold  a week-end 
school  next  Friday  and  Saturday,  Novem- 
ber 24th  and  25th.  Having  happy  recol- 
lections of  previous  week-end  schools  we 
feel  sure  that  this  ouo  will  be  very  enjoy- 
able. In  the  past,  guildswomen  in  the 
Manchester  district  have  been  ouick  to 
take  advantage  of  such  educational  advan- 
tages, and  with  “ Some  Present-day 
Problems  of  the  Co-operative  Movement  ” 
as  the  subject  of  the  lectures,  there  should 
be  a big  influx  of  guild  members  into 
Prestwich  next  week-end. 

Professor  Hall  will  be  the  lecturer,  the 
meetings  taking  place  in  the  guildroom, 
Warwick-street.  The  school  opens  on 
Friday  evening  at  7-15,  and  on  Saturday 
lectures  will  begin  at  3 and  6:30  p.m.  In- 
formal socials  follow  the  evening  meetings. 
Tho  fee  for  the  school,  including  lectures, 
tea  on  Saturday,  and  light  refreshments 
Friday  and  Saturday,  is  2s.  6d.,  and  for  a 
single  lecture  6d. 

A successful  whist  drive  and  dance,  organ- 
ised by  the  Guiseley  Guild,  was  recently  held 
in  the  Town  Hall,  Guiseley,  in  aid  of  the 
Co-operative  Convalescent  Home  Funds.  The 
prize-winners  were  Miss  Florence  Abbott, 
Miss  May  Lee,  Mrs.  Hirst,  Mr.  B.  Dexter, 
Miss  Clapham,  and  Miss  Dorothy  Vernon. 
The  whist  stewards  were  Mrs.  J.  A.  Ives 
(secretary  of  the  guild).  Mrs.  T.  \V.  Collin- 
son,  and  Mis.  T.  Hardwick.  M.C.’s  for 
dancing,  Messrs.  TV.  Howarth  and  Frank 
Ives.  £14  was  realised.- 

“ Woman’s  Outlook  ” for  recipes. 


THE  CHRISTMAS  PUDDING. 


A CO-OPERATIVE  RECIPE. 

Co-operative  housewives  will  now  be  getting  on  with  their  Christmas 
preparations.  The  following  recipe  is  suggested  as  a good  and  cheap 
Christmas  Puddiqg  : — 


INGREDIENTS. 


4 lb.  “ SUTOX  ” Shredded  Suet. 
4 lb.  Flour  (C.W.S.). 

4 lb.  Bread  Crumbs. 

-J  lb.  Valencia  Raisins. 

4 lb.  Sultanas. 

•J  lb.  Currants. 


6 oz.  Mixed  Candied  Peel  (C.W.S.). 

4 lb.  Brown  Sugar. 

Pinch  of  Salt. 

Little  Nutmeg  and  Cinnamon. 
OneTeaspoonful  C.W.S.  Baking  Po'dcr. 
Four  Eggs,  and  a Cup  of  Milk. 


First  of  all,  see  that  the  fruit  is  quite  clean  and  stoneless.  Of  course 
it  has  come  from  the  Stores.  Shred  the  peel  and  put  it  with  the  rest  of 
the  fruit  in  your  mixing  bowl.  Add  the  dry  ingredients,  taking  care  to  mix 
the  “SUTOX”  well  with  the  rest.  Beat  the  eggs  well,  and  add 
them  with  the  milk.  Bind  all  well  together.  Put  the  mixture  into  a 
well-greased  basin,  and  tie  over  with  a scalded  and  floured  cloth. 


Knitted  UndewfeM5 

e)oek§  Mid  l)£oekincf§ 

&,r-e  sold  aA  the 

Oa^apemtive  S'Copes 

AS  WELL  AS 

C.W.S.  Nightgowns, 

C.W.S.  Coveralls, 

C.W.S.  Blouses, 

C.W.S.  Coat-Frocks, 

C.W.S.  Corsets. 


Reductions 

2\pe  the 

gjfc&ndapd  of  Quzdifijr 
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MEDICAL^REPLIES. 

fCcmnE3PONDENT3  a re  requf»<<Hl  «o  write  *“ 
on,  «ido  ot  the  paper.  distinctly  and  briefly, 

•so.  sex.  occupation,  r.nd  symptomc,  using  dUUnoUvo 
‘n^c-phune " or  initiate,  but  also  giving  real 
r nines  ond  addresses  as  proof  ol  good  faith.  No  acute 
conditions  ox  cases  requiring  to  be  aeon  can  bo  oon- 
.Idercd.  Address,  " Tho  Dootor,"  "Cooperative  News, 
bong  Uillsote,  Manchester.  I 

Superfluous  Hair  (“  H.  C.  S.”).  Titer© 
is  uo  sure  and  permanent  treatment  tor 
removing  superfluous  hair. 

Blackheads  (“Cough”). — These  should 
fce  squeezed  out  between  the  thumb  nails, 
or  i»v  means  of  an  old-fashioned  watch  ke>, 
and  the  part  afterwards  rubbed  with  sulphur 
ointment. 

“ Dieppe.”— You  are  probably  overworked, 
and  do  not  get  enough  of  fresh  air.  1 should 
advise  you  to  use  a douche  regularly,  night 
and  morning,  composed  of  glyco-thyniohne, 
l part,  water,  10  ports. 

“ Vocalist.” — The  lotion  that  “ looks  like 
Gregory’s  mixture”  is  probably  “calamine 
lotion.”  which  is  very  good  for  your  skin 
condition,  and  I should  ndviso  its 
continuance  and  have  patience. 

“ Stki.o.” — Use  this  as  an  enema:— Salt, 
i tablespoonful ; warm  infusion  of  quassia  to 
10  parts.  Inject  through  a “ Higgmson  a 
Syringe.”  and  retain  for  ten  minutes,  it 
possible.  Repeat  twice  a week  if  necessary. 

“ Bento.” — As  your  letter  suggests 

“ mitral  disease  ” — a form  of  heart  disease, 
T think  vou  should  get  examined  by  a good 
doctor,  who  could  best  diagnose  and  advise 
treatment  of  what  may  be  a serious  heart 
condition. 

“ Trust.” — (1)  Your  numbness  is  nervous. 
(2)  The  swellings  probably  rheumatic.  (3) 
Abdominal  pains,  due  to  flatulence  from 
intestinal  indigestion.  (4)  The  blotches  of 
pimples  may  be  from  eczema.  (5)  the  dis- 
charge may  indicate  something  serious,  tor 
which  you  should  he  examined  by  a good 
“ woman’s  doctor.” 

“ Gaudentsh.”— The  only  preventive  of 
“ pains  in  the  small  of  the  back ,’  following 
a chill,  is  to  avoid  the  pb ill,  and  the  best 
’ cure”  is  to  lie  up  and  apply  hot  fomenta- 
tions, or  hot  flannels,  to  tho  back,  and  take 
a five-grain  tabloid  of  salicylate  of  soda 
every  four  hours  until  the  pain  is  relieved. 
Your  trouble  is  lumbago,  which  is  apt  to 
recur  after  exposure  to  cold,  and  prevention 
is  better  than  cure. 

“ Nervy.”— Your  “ nom-de-plume  ” de- 
scribes you,  and  vou  seem  to  be  the  male 
counterpart  of  the  correspondent  whose 
••nom-de-plume”  is  “As  a Bundle  of 
Nerves,”  my  reply  to  whom  applies  largely 
to  you.  This  is  one  of  the  “ straightforward 
replies  ” you  say  you  admire  so  much  in  our 
.Medical  Column,  and  the  sooner  a young 
fellow  like  you — you  are  only  _ twenty-two 
years  of  age — realises. his  condition  and  acts 
accordingly,  the  better. 

*>  Q.  p.” — (1)  “ Floating  specks  before  the 
eyes”  are  simply  particles  of  mucus  in  the 
vitreous  (glassy)  humour  of  the  eye,  and  of 
no  special  importance.  They  may  vary  with 
the  general  health  of  the  individual.  (2) 
The  pain  under  your  heart,  with  a full  feel- 
ing under  the  ribs,  is  probably  from  flatu- 
lence, due  to  a form  of  indigestion,  for  which 
a simpler  diet,  with  probably  less  meat  and 
less  food  generally,  and  more  exercise,  will 
help  you. 

Shingles  (“Dee  Bee”). — Your  wife’s 
diagnosis  of  “shingles”  is  probably  right. 
The  treatment  consists  of  the  application 
of  boraeic  acid  and  zinc  ointment'  to  the 
“ spots,”  until  they  are  dried  up,  afterwards 
wearing  a pad  of  cotton  wool  The  pain  is 
ipt  to  continue  for  some  time  after  the 
rash  has  gone,  and  recovery  is  helped  by 
taking  a teaspeonful  of  Easton’s  Syrup,  in 
water,  three  times  a day.  The  complaint  is 
generally  a sign  of  being  run  down. 

“As  a Bundle  of  Nerves.” — (1)  I have 
no  faith  in  the  so-called  electric  treatment. 
(2)  The  injection  would  not  interfere.  (3) 
Drinking  cows’  blood  would  do  no  special 
good.  (4)  Neither  would  the  “gland  treat- 
ment.” Your  catalogue  of  symptoms  con- 
firm the  applicability  of  your  “ nom-de- 
plume  ” to  you — you  are  simply  a “ bundle 
of  nerves,”  and  the  sooner  you  give  up  tak- 
ing medicine  and  thinking  so  much  about 
yourself,  and  get  more  out  of  doors  and  more 
fresh  air,  and  give  Nature  a chance;  the 
better.  As  a matter  of  fact,  you  are  simply 
nervous,  hysterical,  and  imaginative. 

“Light.” — “Pains  about  the  abdomen 
.-•rid  under  the  breast,  arising  from  the  nerves 
of  tho  stomach  not  acting  properly.”  seems 
rather  a far-fetched  explanation.  “ Change 
of  life,”  with  a fatty  heart,  is  a very  prob- 
abio  cause  of  your  condition,  and  I agree 
with  your  doctor’s  recommendations,  to  take 
a good  walk  every  day  and  douche  either 
with  lysol  or  borax  water,  but  should  hesi- 
tate to  approve  of  daily  “ exercise  with  a 
kipping,  rope.”  1 disapprove  of  your  “ tak- 
ing plenty  of  opening  medicine.”  Your  re- 
covery is"  pretty  probable,  but  it  will  take 
time  and  patience. 

“ San  Remo.” — It  is  truly  good -to  reoeive 
such  a letter  as  yours— so ‘full  of  apprecia- 
tion and  of  confidence  and  personal  reliance, 
as  upon  a medical  father  confessor.  My  re- 
ply is  summed  up  in  mv  answer  to  your 
question,  “ Do  you  think  1 can  hone  for 
tilings  righting  themselves  in  time?”  m tho 
affirmative,  and  my  advice  to  you  is  to  con- 
tinue to  live  “ tho  prod.  clean.,  an 4 healthy 
life”  already  recommended  for  another  cor- 
respondent, assured  that  Nature  will  set 
things  right  with  you  in  time.  There  is  no 
need  for  you  to  worry  on  the  subject  you 
specially  refer  to,  which  is  common  enough ; 
nor  is  there  any  fear  of  your  health  being 
seriously  affected,  nor  your  matrimonial 
prospects.  I have  no  faith  in  so-called  elec- 
tric belts.  Many  thanks  for  your  good 
■vislies. 


WHAT  OUR  RE  ADERS’ 
THINK. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Cost  of  Exhibitions. 

Sir. — The  figures  given  by  the  various 
C.VV.S.  directors  re  the  cost  of  exhibitions 
need  qualifying.  Mr.  Charter  says  that  the 
cost  of  the  Nottingham  Exhibition  to  the 
C.W.S.  was  nearly  £600.  l iras  informed 
by  an  official  of  the  Co-operative  Union  that 
the  takings  at  the  C.W.S.  refreshment  stall 
at  Birkenhead  last  October  reached  nearly 
£500.  Mr.  Charter’s  figures  of  £600  Can 
only  lie  accepted  after  including  the  cost  of 
supplies  and  attendance  at  these  stalls.  Will 
he  tell  us  tho  takings  of  the  sweets,  soap, 
and  refreshments  stalls  at  Nottingham  ? — 
Herbert  Wilson. 

Birmingham. 

Dividends  and  Wagos. 

Sir, — I have  read  reports  of  more  trade 
and  better  results,  and  dividends  varying 
from  6d.  to  Is.  6(1.  in  the  pound.  I read 
again  of  reductions  in  employees’  wages.  I 
think  to  myself,  are  the  dividends  being  puid 
at  the  expense  of  the  employee?  If  so,  the 
sooner  we  stop  paying  dividends  the  better. 
I know  some  who  are  away  from  home, 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one,  who  are  re- 
ceiving n wage  bordering  on  30s.  a week,  out 
of  which  they  hove  to  pay  26s.  or  27s.  a 
week  for  lodgings;  then  there  are  national 
insurance  and  trade  union  contributions, 
which  amount  to  about  2s.  a week.  It  can 
be  seen  how  much  they  have  left  for  cloth- 
ing, boots,  and  other  necessities.  This  is 
bad  for  the  movement — Tam,  yours  truly, 
An  Ardent  Co-operator. 

Employees’  Classes. 

Sir, — The  timely  advice  in  the  “ News” 
to  “Form  a Class”  merits 'the  close  atten- 
tion of  committees  of  management  every- 
where in  the  kingdom. 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  demand  for  edu- 
cational classes,  especially  adult  classes, 
amongst  employees  is  not  more  insistent; 
but  if  one  may  venture  an  opinion,  the  ques- 
tion invariably  mooted  is  what  pecuniary 
advantage  will  be  gained  by  attendance. 

Societies  do  not  as  a general  rule  suffi- 
ciently recognise  increasing  efficiency,  and 
for, quite  a number  of  the  positions  in  the 
co-operative  movement  men  with  outside 
certificates  are  given  , preference,  and  co- 
operative qualifications  seem  to  be  dis- 
counted. How  many  members  and  asso- 
ciates of  the  C.S.A.  make  use  of  their  asso- 
ciation’s initials  P One  notices  the  distinc- 
tions of  outside  associations  displayed  in 
very  prominent  positions. 

Education  within  the  movement  is  very 
nearly  as  important  as  trade  within  the 
movement.  Societies  and  the  trade  unions 
should  rightly  value  and  appreciate  co- 
operative education,  and  then  employees  on 
their  part  will  be  influenced  to  spend  more 
of  their  leisure  time  in  their  educational 
advancement. — Yours,  &c.,  Unity. 

Superannuation. 

Sir, — Will  any  society  having  a superan- 
nuation scheme  for  employees  kindly  for- 
ward particulars  to  George  T.  Bultitude, 
“ B.B.  ” Stores,  Swinton,  near-Rotherham. 

[Darwen  Society’s  Scheme  is  outlined  in 
another  page. — Ed.,  “ C.N.”] 


APARTMENTS. 


EDINBURGH. — YVrite  **  Craiglea,"  c/o  Altqheson, 
390,  Morningside-road.  Highly  recommended. 


THE  NEW  PATENT 


BALL-VALVE 

VACUUM  CLOTHES  WASHER 

Is  *l\e  Sfeatest  washing-day  boon  ever  invented 
ll  abolishes  all  the  dread  ol  washing  wilh  its 
laborious  toil  and  backache.  Clothes 
nro  washed  in  a quarter  ol  the  time. 
NO  BOILING. 

NO  RUBBING. 

Made  ol  SOLID  COPPER  to  last 
LIFETIME.  Price  19a.  6d. 
'80,000  Satisfied  Purchasers. 
Obtainable  Irons  Co-opetative  Store  s 
throughout  Great  Britain.  Wholesale 
only  Irom  C.W.  S..  Manchester, 
NO  •CDUOAiNO  Bristol,  and  London. 

BRITISH  VACUUM  WASHER  CQ..  Dept.  54,  LIVERPOOL. 


Information  for  Electors! 

The  Political  Aspect 
■of  Co-operation. 

A NEW  BOOK 

By  ALFRED  BARNES. 

Explaining  the  Why  and  Wherefore 
of  the  Co-operative  Party, 


50  Pages.  Post  free,  8 i. 


Order  at  once  Ircm  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited 
(Publications  Department),  Hotyoake  House,  Hanover 
Street,  Manchester. 


CALENDAR. 


NOVEMBER. 

Midland  Section.— Birmingham  District  06’n* 
feroncc,  In  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Charlotte- 
street.  Dudley  ut  3-16  p in.  Subject  tor 
discussion  : Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer's  paper, 
"Trade  and  Capital";  to  bo  introduced  by 
Mr.  J.  Price,  J.P.  (Dudley). 

, Midland  Section.' -^Lincoln . District  Conference, 
in  the  Extluuigo  Hall,  Exchange-street, 
Retford,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion : 
" The  Organisation  of  Retail  Distributive 
. Societies  in  the  Face  of  Present-Day  Com- 
petition"; to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Tuto  (Retford). 

, Northern  Section.— South  Durham  District  Con- 
ference, in  Ute  Co-operative  Hall,  Brandon, 
ot  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Co- 
operation on  its  Trial."  Paper  by  Sir.  It. 
O.  Turner. 

, North-Western  Section. — Dewsbury  District 
Conference,  in  the  Hill  Top  School,  Gomereal, 
at  3 p.nt.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ The  Need 
for  an  Effective  Trade  Campaign  Among 
Distributive  Societies.”  Address  by  Mr.  W. 
F.  Johnston  (C.W.S.). 

, North-Western  Section  (Macclesfield,  Crewe, 
and  District  Asaooiation).r-Special  Trade  and 
Business  Conference,  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Longton,  at  2-46  p.m.  Subject  for  con- 
sideration : " The  Trade  Campaign";  to  be 
introduced  by  Mr.  W.  Gregory,  J.P.  (Central 
Board). 

, Southern  Section  and  tho  Bods,  and  Bucks. 
District  Association.— Conference  for  Com- 
mittees and  Officials,  in  tho  Co-operative 
Hull,  Blotohloy.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
"Campaign  for  Co-operative  Trade";  to  be 
introduced  by  Mr.  Burt  Williams  (C.W.S. 
Propaganda  Department). 

, Southern  Section.— Surrey  District  Conference, 
in  Co-operative  Hall,  East-street,  Epsoin,  3-15 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Oo-operation 
and  Trade  Unionism  ”;  to  bo  introduced  by 
Mr.  Bennett  (Guildford). 

u.  Women’s  Guild  (Rochdale  District).— One 
Day’s  School,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Bury. 
Teacher:  iMrs.  Beavan.  Subjects:  “Mar- 
ried Women  ih  Paid  Positions  ” and  “ Trade 
Campaign.” 

Women's  Guild  (South  Durham  and  North  York- 
shire District).— Two  Days'  School,  in  the 
C'o-operativc  Hull,  Middlesbrough.  Speaker  : 
Mrs.  Webb  (district  secretary). 

V.  Women's  Guild. — East  Durham  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Scab  am 
Harbour,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : "The  Guild  Outlook.”  Speaker,  Mrs. 
Ferguson. 

Presfcwich  Society’s  Educational  Department. — 
Week-end  School,  in  the' Guild  Room,  War- 
wick-street,  Prestwich.  Lecturer  1 Professor 
F.  Hull,  M.A.  Subject:  "Some  Present-Day 
Problems." 

;.  Men's  Guild  (Hornsey  Branch).— Meeting  at 
Toynbee  Hall,  Commercial-street,  E.l,  ~ at 
3-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  ; " Forma- 
tion of  Local  Central  Council."  Speaker, 
Mr.  W.  Chris.  Potter. 

, North-Western  Section.— Airedale  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hafl,  Sunbridge- 
road,  Bradford,  at  3-30  p;ni.  Subject  for 
discussion  : “ The  Financial  Position  of  the 
Movement,”  Paper  by  Mr.  G.  Riddle 
(Carlisle). 

,,  North-Western  Section. — Cheshire  and  North 
Wales  District  Conference,  in  the  Canon 
Drew's  Memorial  Schools,  near  Hnwarden 
Station,  at  3 pan.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
'•  The  Principles  and  Purpose  of  Oo-oporative 
Trade.”  Speaker,  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Pub- 
lications Department,  Co-operative  Union). 

, North-Western  Section.— North-East  Lancashire 
Distriot  Conference,  in  tito  Congregational 
School,  Church-street,  Barrowlord,  at  3-15 
p.m.  Subject  lor  discussion  : " Trade  fnsido 
and  Outside  the  Movement"!  to  be  intro- 
duced  by  Mr.  G.  Hayhurst,  J-P.  (C.W.S. 
director). 

, Southern  Section.— Hants  District  Conference, 
at  the  Co-operative  Premises,  8,  High-street, 
Winchester,  at'  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : "A  Capital  Redemption  Fund:  Is 
It  Practicable?”  to  be  introduced  by  Sir. 
J.  H.  Mihcll,  J.P.  (managing  Beoretary, 
Ports oa  Island  Society). 

„ Southern  Section. — Kent  District  Conference,  In 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  Dartlord,  at  2-30  p.nt, 
Subject  for  discussion : " Tho  League  of 
Nations."  Speaker,  Mr.  E.  Beddington 
Behrens. 

, Women’s  Guild.— Yorkshire  Section  Conference, 
in  the  Baptist  Chapel,  Cemetery-road,  Shef- 
field, at  2-45  p.nt'.  Subject  for  discussion  l 
Housing."  Speaker,  Mr.  W.  Mellon 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thing, 
famous . the  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London ; produced  by  the  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-oporativo  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-atreet,  Exeter. 


FUNERAL  CARS  and  Improved  Light  Class 
HEARSES  and  COACHES;  various  designs; 
6ome  second-hand;  photos  free. — Cash  or  terms,  John 
Makston's  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford-street, 
Birmingham. 


For  sale,  5 national  cash  registers;  2 

(four  drawers)  and  3 (two  drawers).— Apply, 
Dowlais  Co-operative  Society,  Glam. 


H 


OJIE  BREWING. 


One  Gd.  packet  of  Miller's  Malt  ond  Hops  makes  a 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEER  at  a total  cost  of 
about  10d.,  and  entails  no  more  trouble  than  boiling 
potatoes  for  dinner. 

Why  then  pay  tho  high  prices  charged  In  public- 
houses?  Sold  by  Co-operative  Societies,  Grooers,  &c. 
Ask  for  it  and  TRY  it.  A boon  in  these  hard  times. 

Solo  Proprietors : 

THE  MILLER  MANUFACTURING  CO., 
KING-STREET,  STRETFORD,  MANCHESTER. 
TTOW  to  cut  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FIGURES  for 
Jtl  making  attractive  window  displays;  patterns  ond 
method,  2s.  complete,  post  free.—"  Prime  " (Dept.  B.*), 
27,  Clarendon-road.  Blackpool. 

MOTOR  HEARSE;  saloon;  latest  design  body  f<jr 
three  purposes;  suit  any  cassis;  particulars 
free. — MXHSTON'3  Carriage  Works  limited,  Bradford- 
6lreet, ' Birmingham. ___ 

I THOR  SALE,  “ SIMPLEX " BOOT-FINISHING  MA- 
. CHINE,  by  Keats  and  Bexon;  dust  collector  and 
fittings  complete;  66in.  shaft;  practically  now;  what 
-oilers 7— Apply,  Co-operative  Society,  Luddondon,  Yorks. 

FOR  SALE,  BAKER'S  VANS,  2 and  4 wheelers;  all 
ready  for  tho  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  HAWKING 
VAN  on  “ Ford  ” chassis,— Apply,  the  Leicester  Car- 
riage Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Marloyv-road, 
Leicester.  . , ■ 

RlvltUII.I'  TVrKWItl  THUS  ..f  all  ill  Ik-  - ; equal  to 
new';  OFFICE  FURNITURE  of  all  kinds.— Send 
Inquiries  to  the  Midland  Wood-workers  Ltd.,  Bristol- 
street,  Birmingham.  Registered  Productive  Society. 
HIST  "SCORING  CARDS;  superior;  1,000 
Scott's,  32,  Crown-avenue,  Clydobank,  Glasgow. 

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Lcods  to  DINE 
at  tho  Leeds  Industrial  Co-oparativo  Society'# 
Restaurant. 

Quality  fs  Right  Prloes  are  Right 
Note  the  Address:  ALBION  STREET. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  See 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGBi  Tho  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


fSSES* WSSSSS; 

^'THE  NEW  DAWN” 

k The  " Readable  " Tr»de  tt,:_ 

f F'***  , ^lUhed  Cfe 

c on  Salurdsrs).  Price  ^ 
Itocn  branch  secreUtiej.  or  3d 
jwt  free  Iron i Central 
9#*  r W.lm-Jow  Rod, 
Fallowficld,  MmchcJler. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


B 


RANCH  MANAGER  Wanted  for  Villazo  n^TT 
jlf  trade,  grocery  department  £135,  and  bakeii  ii 
sacks  weekly  ; applicants  with  a knowledge  of  a i,-L  ‘ 
curing  deportment  will  receive  first  considcratC"' 
Apply,  stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  rcouinJ 
with  ^copies  only  ol  testimonials,  to  Managing  Secretary' 

OREMAN  BAKER;  machinery;  rerkto7~^T 
matte;  100  sacks  weekly;  nights;  trade  union 
rates.— Full  particulars  by  Monday  to  Co-oneKUtl 
Society,  Ilkeston?  _ e 

MILLINERY.— Wanted,  experienced  arid  hiehriTl 
HEAD-MILLINER;  must  be  keen  and  have  ted 
previous  experience.— State  age,  wage,  and  full  r«u 
ticulars.  not  later  than  first  post,  Thursday,  November 
23rd,  Industrial  Co-operative  Society,  C'leckheaton 
endorsed  " Milliner."  ' 

ANAGING  SECRETARY  Wanted  by  the  AHw~c£ 
operative  Society  Ltd.;  membership  6,400;  trad» 
£400,000  per  annum.— Applicants  please  state  age,  ex- 
perience, and  salary  expected,  enclosing  testimonials 
in  triplicate,  ond  if  engaged  in  co-operative  service 
enclose  latest  balance  Trihcet,  not  later  than  25tb 
current.  Canvassing  a disqualification. 

LDHAM  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED. — Wanted,  SALESMAN  for  Fumbliing 
Hardware  and  Crockery  Department;  able  to  serve 
through;  good  window-dresser.— Applications,  6htin» 
age  and  experience,  to  be  dcliveied  at  the  Office 
King-street,  not  later  than  Monday;  November  20tli.  ' 


PORK  BUTCHER. — Wanted,  a YOUNG  MAN,  about 
19  years,  able  to  do  pork  butchery  and  mate 
all  kinds  of  smalls;  must  have  experience— Apply, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  enclosing  copies  of  tesfi- 
mcnials,  not  later  than  Tuesday,  November  21st,  to 
Co-operative  Society.  Briton  Ferry,  Glum. 


THE  Alloa  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  desires  to  re- 
turn sincere  thanks  for  kind  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy received  in  the  loss  sustained  by  the  suildeu 
death  of  Mr.  Win.  31.  Scott  (managing  secretary). 

WANTED,  MANAOER  for  Drug  and  Dispensing 
Department;  must  be  good  stockk-.-f.-r  end 
organiser.— Applications  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary, 
City  of  Bradford  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  65,  Sun- 
bridge-road,  Bradford,  endorsed  “ Chemist,"  not  later 
than  November  20th,  stating  age,  qualifications,  and 
oxperienc?. 


WANTED,  a smart  YOUNG  LADY  to  take  charge, 
under  manager,  of  a small  branch  in  West 
London;  must  understand  all  sections  of  drarery 
trade.— Apply  by  letter,  endorsed  " Draper,"  to  Lou- 
don  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  64,  Maryland- 

street,  E.15. _ 

\\T ANTED,  WORKING  FOREMAN  lor  o Bakery 
▼ T doing  250  to  300  sacks  per  week;  newly  fitted 
with  a complete  machine  plant:  applicants  must  pos- 
sess expert  technical  ond  practical  knowledge  ol  the 
trade,  be  capable  in  the  control  of  stall,  and  have 
good  organising  ability- — Written  application  to  ba 
sent  in  not  later  than  November  22ud,  to  Co-operutivo 
Society,  Baldwin-strcct,  St.  Helens. 

WANTED,  smart  YOUNG  MAN  to  take  charge  ol 
Furnishing  Department— Apply,  stating  age, 
wage,  and  full  particulars,  to  Co-operative  Society, 

2,  Market-square,  Wolverton,  Ducks. 

AIRY.— Wanted,  MANAGER  for  Model  Dairy,  fitted 
with  Messrs.  Knock's  latest  pasteurising  plant; 
must  have  a knowledge  of  cheese-making  plant.— State 
age,  wage,  and  experience,  giving  full  details,  to  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  64.  Abington-slreet,  Northamp- 
ton. Letters,  endorsed  Dairy."  to  be  sent  in  m; 
later  than  Monday,  November-  20th. 


w 


ANTED,  a thoroughly  practical  MANAGER,  to 
take  charge  of  Steam  Power  Laundry,  with  a 


knowledge  of  dyeing,  dry  cleaning,  &c.;  must  be  good 
organiser,  and  capable  of  managing  a laundry  doing# 
trade  of  £25,000  annually.— Apply  by  letter,  endorsed 
“ Manager.”  stating  age,  experience,  wage  re,U‘ir^' 
ond  enclosing  copies  of  not  le-s  than  three  twtimonwte 
to  the  Laundry  Sub-Commiftee,  Plymouth  Oo-operattw 
Society  Ltd.,  Franlcfort-sfrect,  Plymouth,  not  later  tain 
first  post,  November  20th. 

SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

Assistants,  m vnagers.  dujers.  ware- 
housemen. CiiERKS,  PACKERS,  ond  PO law's- 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women, 
good  references,  for  ary  distributive  depart rnont,  apply. 
JOHN  TURNER,  General  Secretary,  National  Amalgam  , 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen.  <nu*  • 

Dilke  House,  Malct-street,  London.  W.0.1.  

AKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  ony  gn 
ore  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banfield.  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Kik-rs 
Confectioners^^?, Sydney -street,  London,  ^ 

BAILIFF  see  Its  SITUATION;  co-operative  '^l‘j 
aged  43  years;  married;  no  fanny;  '«0  * . 
references  covering  15  years  as  biulifl;  business 
keen  buyer;  good  organiser;  hard  worker,  an 
distance  no  object;  disengaged  March  25th  next. 
let —Box  66,  " Oo-oporative  Ni-ws^  iMaivl"’-  ' . — — — 

CANVASSER,  PROPAGANDIST,  ond  ORGANISE* 
desires  RE-ENGAGEMENT  in  movement . g-* 
references.— Loxcbottou,  Melton-road,  Cmcfe, 

THE  Crewe  Co-operative  Friendly  Society  teiml. 

Market-street,  Crewe,  invite  inquiries  iron  -g 
lies  who  are  requiring  GROCERY  or  other  ASSIST,™ 
whom  they  can  recommend. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

MR.  WILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE 
Th«  Lit  ol  Uic  am  Two  "“'S  * 
week,  Beswick  Co-op.  and  Paddock  Co -of  ■ ot 

packed  houses  at  both  places.  The 
each  place  received  with  acclamation.  1 . jl,u. 
distnnoe  no  object— 15.  Wnrwick-strecl,  Huhne, 
Chester,  ’Phone  1163  Central. 

SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTA'NtfJ^ 

AGENCY  hy  L.C.ai^Wnte  »r 

to  R.  HlBDERD,  66,  Great  Prescolt-strcct,  Lon 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 

ara  giving  every  satisfaction.  This 
by  tho  lucre  asoi  Repeat  Ordora  w 
coming  lu.  If  you  have  not  go.  a 
logu ),  please  write  for  ouo. 

Manufacturers  an  I furnishers  of  Appb 

Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENI1 
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YOU  CAN  NEVER  BREAK 

PROTECT  A LITE 


gas  globes 


REDUCES  GAS  BILLS 
PREVENTS  FIRES 


INCREASES  LIGHT 
SAVES  GAS  MANTLES 


If  your  denier  cannot  supply  them,  order  direct  from 

SAFETY  GLOBE  CO., 

“ Pifeo"  House,  MANCHESTER. 

ONLY  ONLY 

2/-  Don't  Pay  More  2 /6 

EACH  Post  Free. 


FULL  of 
ENERGY! 


H6.VIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  iL 


If  you 
went 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

hoescISEle  tT 

UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address:  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Prioe. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  lor  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Data 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L/'  “Eccle3,"  "Climax,"  and  other  Check  System! 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  "8IMPLEX" 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time  Greatest 
accuracy.  Savos  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyno 
Tudor  street,  London,  E.O. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  - 


DOUGH  MOULDERS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

Telegrams : 

PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Them  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


■ esanuna  — Vide  Reliable  Home  2 lyes.  — 

i DRUMMER 

Idyes 


in  25  SHADES.  Gin  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  lot  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

D BRITISH  MADE. EDGES,  BOLiTON. 

■ ■ ■ Makers  of  Gdaes’  “ZDoUy  Zdlue”  # '‘3)o11y  Qream.’ 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO  OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALBION  BTEEET.  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


M 


EACH  FOB  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOB  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO-OPKRATIVE 
BRAND  


MEN'S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 
and 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“I  & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


Clx  ideal 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP"  LTD. 

Hialey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Hikers  of  Oxford  Shirtingi,  Grindrelles,  Flamelett:, 
Sileiias,  Liaeuettes,  Lustres,  & Silketm  Linin': ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pillar.  'l’el.: Nitioual, Manchester, 3119. 

Registered  OHice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 

Country  Holiday  Residence 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a deli  got  ful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  19  minutes  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 23 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & fi.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply  : — 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress.  Cnloheth  Hall, 

Newchuroh,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operativa  Soalety,  Leigh,  Lanc3. 
Telephone  321  Leigh. 


Your  Store  stocks 

INTEGRITY 


BRAND 

Ladies’  and  Geats* 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 
PLUM  PUDDINGS 
and  MINCEMENT. 

MADE  FROM  THE  FINEST  MATERIALS 


The  Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsdcn. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  flf 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Brr  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stampod.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Closing 
Twist.  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twist,  See.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  aud  other  Trimmings 
Agents  s Ths  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 

The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes. 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  Hills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents:  The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies, 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltl 

Manufacturers  of  PACO M A (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


MS— ®— ©♦  ♦ » 


Ask  at 
Your  Store 
for 


Coso  Cocoa 


“The  ® 
Cocoa  with  j 
a Charm.”  f 


AND  GET  INTO  THE  COUPON  COLLECTING  HABIT. 


Coupons  Leading  to  Free  Boxes  of  Chocolate  are  included  with  the  Coso  Cocoa.  ^ 


- ® — ® — 
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PAINT  & VARNISH 

FROM  C.W.S.,  ROCHDALE. 


^OVRMHKn  IS, 


HUTHWA1TE  HOSIERY 

IS  GOOD  HOSIERY  C.W.S. 


QD  per  quarter  pound. 


i C.W.S. 

S Cod 


TRY 


C.W.S. 

Digestive 

Syrup. 


. BEST  OF  ALL 
V.  . SYRUPS. 


! Liver 
| Oil 

| Emulsion 

IS 

I SAFE  and  sure, 

J GOOD  AND  PURE 

I 

fn-i  i ■ 


CO  OPERATIVE  TEA  IS 


Filling  the  Notions  Teapot” 


OMOKttP.S  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  best 
of  the  kind;  C.W.S.  always. 


ITlMed  »nd  PublUhed  bjr  tbo  NtnoRu.  Co-orHUTivi  PubushiwT 


! POULTRY  KEEPERS  | 

i 

( wanting 


High-Class  Bre  ding 
Cockerels  or  Winter- 
Laying  Pullets 


should  ask 

their  Store  Manager 
to  obtain  a Price 
List  of  C.W.S.  Birds 
from  the  famous 


BIRDIE  BROW  FARM. 


□ □ □ 

Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to 
Milton,  near  Whalley. 


VIKING  DYES  live— 22  colour-,  tom  the 
famous  C.W.S.  Works  at  Irlam.  Ask 
or  Viking  Dyes  at  your  Store. 

■FEDERATION  SELF-HAISIXC.  FhODB 
is  famous  iu  the  Lancashire  d'stric?' 
ind  housewives  proclaim  that  there 
1 noue  better”;  aud  that's  the  fact. 

PEL  AW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  « 
shoe-shine  that  rivals  sanshL  ■ 
Always  brilliant  and  bright.  The  slime 
won’t  come  offr”  1 

DEVONIA  SERGES  nro  the  .Pr0<1"rli?F’ 

of  the  Buckfastleigh  Mills  of  _ 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  your  Mores. 

If  not,  why  not?  They  are  real  co-opera 
productions , Al. 

^ PORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  J 

? O.W.S. 


ihould  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS 
~iOGUE  from  the  department  at  Bn 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 


S 


Managers  wanting  help  in 

delivery  of  goods  should  send 
C.W.S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley.  BirnungUOa 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrI 
retail  branches.  — 

The  producer  ” i»  ti.o  p»pfr. 

those  interested  in  the 
side  of  the  movement.  Ask  your  sto 
ager  to  be  shown  a copy.  It  cost> 
penoe  a month — but  is  worth  more, 


BOUETT  Limited,  ftt  UiaU  Offloe*.  Long  Millgut*.  Manohester.-Sal  unlay.  November  18th.  1922. 


Nr.WS,  AND  JOURNAL  OK  ASSOCIATKI) 


5 ' tj 

l'  CookkRativi.  \i:wa,  and  Journal  ok  Absociatrd  Industry,  November  25l4i,  1922. 

THE  BEST  NEWS  IS  THE  “CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS." 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 


FROM  THE  C.V/S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  o( 

c.w.s. 

BISCUITS. 


No.  2,687.  No.  187.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  November  25,  1922. 


Side  Lines 

— FOR  — 

Prosperity 


MANY  of  the  large  stores,  as  well  as 
small  ones,  are  preparing  for 
Christmas.  Evidently  things  arc 
proving  attractive  in  many  ways,  for  the 
other  day  an  alleged  burglar  was  discovered 
in  a co-operative  drapery  room  hiding  behind 
a cotton  wool  presentation  of  a “co-opera- 
tive Dreadnought.”  This,  however,  was 
getting  behind  the  scene's  in  oT  way  that  is 
not  appreciated,  and  certainly  not  to  be 
repeated.  ‘ 

But  there  are  visitors  who  arc  welcome, 
and  these  are  being  attracted  by  first-class 
shows  cf  Christmas  fruit,  preserves,  cakes, 
biscuits,  Arc.,  from  the  .C.W.S.  grocery 
salerooms.  Some  . societies  . are  making 
novel  displays  of  Christmas,  puddings,  in 
which  “Sutox”  is  being  introduced  with 
good  results,  both  from  the  digestive  and 
the  trading  point  of  view. 

Co-operative  drapery  departments,  and 
those  devoted  to  the  sale  of  fancy  goods, _ 
should  now  introduce  side  lines,  such  as 
crackers,  Christmas  annuals,  diaries,  novels, 
and  prize  books,  from  which  ample  selection 
can  still  be  made  from  the  various 
stationery  departments  of  the  G.\l  .$*.  at 
Manchester.  Newcastle,  London,  Bristol, 
and  Cardiff. 

This  season  has  seen  quite 

A REViVAL 

of  such  publications,  and  the  extensions 
that  have  lately  been  made  in  Ylie  show- 
room* at.  Manchester  and  Newcastle  have 
given  those  departments'  splendid  oppor- 
tunity for  meeting  a demand  that  grows 
every  rear.  The  display  of  Christmas 
novelties  is  nearly  equal  to  pre-war 
standard,  and  every  distributive  society 
should  make  an  effort  to  retain  all  the  trade 
of  its  members  by  catering  for  fancy  goods. 
It  may  often  happen  that  members  go 

WANDERING  ABOUT 

their  towns  looking  for  books,  leather  goods, 
electro  plate,  cutlery,  and  similar  articles 
for  presents  and  seasonable  gilts,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  all  this  business 
should  not  be  kept  within  the  movement. 
If  might  easily  be  done  if  in  every  co-opera- 
tive store  a few  side  tables  or  counters  or 
windows  were  devoted  to  showing  articles  ol 
this  kind,  and  those  managers  that  have  not 
yet  determined  on  such  displays,  should 
come  to  an  early  decision  and  make  prompt 
purchases  through  their  own  Wholesale 
organisation.  “Federal”  electro  - plated 
goods  and  “ Unity  " cutlery  are  special  lines 
that  should  have  a special  place  in  every 
store  this  season. 


‘•LOOS  AFTER  THE  PENCE  AND  THE 
POUNDS  WILL  LOOK  AFTER  THEMSELVES." 
There  is  no  denying  the  truthfulness  of  this 
adage,  bulunlesspraclisedin  thcrightwaythe 
progress  is  slow  and  sometimes  discouraging 

DON’TBE 
DISCOURAGED  ! 

Try  Acaw  in  the  SOUND.  PRACTICAL.  . 
and  COMMON-SENSE  WAY. 

Invest  Your  Savings 

-EITHER  PENCE  OR  POUNDS- 

in  a Co-operative 
Endowment  Policy. 

Co-operative  Life  AMurooC*  Policies  offer  exceptional 
facilities  tor  saving, .and  also  provide  protection 
against  Life’s  Uncertainties. 

Write  for  particulars  to  C.I.S., 

109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester,  and 
59,  Morrison  Street,  Glasgow. 


POSITION  REVIEWED. 


TRADE  AND  MEMBERS. 

CO-OPERATION'S  BIG  PUSH. 

ALL  HANDS  ON  DECK. 


The  Trade  Revival  Campaign  is  now  m 
full  swing. 

The  national  committee  responsible  for 
the  campaign  have  issued  a budget  of  litera- 
ture, which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
officials  and  members  of  committees  of  dis- 
tributive societies  all-over  t-lie  country. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  time  and  again 
that  there  is  trade  to  be  done  by  co-opera- 
tive societies  -that  is  not  being  done.  In  a 
district  thronged  with  working  people,  even 
where  the  people  are  nearly  all  connected 
with  the  local  co-operative  society,  there  are 
ever  so  many  privately-owned  shops  doing 
good  business.  Seme  of  "our  competitors, 
indeed,  used  to  boast  that  they  could  do 
better  next  door  to  a co-operative  store  than 
elsewhere;  and  we  know  of  one  big  co-opera- 
tive warehouse,  flanked  on  either  side  by 
about  a dozen  shops,  all  dealing  in  different 
goods,  but  all  goods  that  are  sold  in  various 
departments  of  that  warehouse.  It  is  in 
the  heart  of  a big  co-operative  district,  and 
most  of  those  shops  have  been  opened  since 
the  co-operative  society  established  that 
warehouse. 

There  is  money  enough  among  the  people 
to  keep  these  shops  going.  A good  deal  of 
it  is  co-operative  money.  Some  of  !ie 
money  that  1ms  kept  these  places  g«\ng  is 
money  received  in  the  form  of  co-operative 
dividend,  • 

The  Trade  Campaign  Committee  quote 
figures  to  show  that  only  about  one-fifth 
of  the  wages  of  the  working  classes  find  their 
way  back  to  the  co-operative  counter;  and, 
allowing  for  rent  “and  other  items  not 
within  the  scope  of  co-operation,".  they  cal- 
culate that  there  is  a margin  available  for 
doubling  or  trebling  the  co-operative  turn- 
over. It  was  pointed  .out  in  last  week's 
“ Co-operative  News  ” that  if  the  members 
throughout  the  country  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  one  little  village  society,  the  turn- 
over would  rise  from  218U  millions  to  47Si 
millions. 

The  movement  wants  more  trade.  One 
way  to  get  it  is  to  get  mpi’e  members.  More 
members  are  required  in  our  societies ; mem- 
bers of  the  societies  should  be  brought  to 
buy  all  til-air  goods  at  the  stores ; the  stores 
must  be  led  into  the  habit  of  buying  all 
they  want  from  co-operative  sources;  and 
the  movement  should  be  developed  so  that 
all  that  it  sells  will  be  produced  under  its 
own  auspices,  or — since  “you  can't  grow 
bananas  in  England,”  as  Fred  Mnddison 
once  said — imported  by  co-operative  agency 
from  their  native  sources. 

We  Were  Not  Always  Big. 

That  is  a big. programme;  but  the  move-, 
meat  has  big  aspirations,  and  the  average 
worker  has  a big  leeway  to  make  up  before 
lie  reaches  the  standard  of  comfort  to  which 
lie  is  entitled,  and  which  no  other  system 
but  the  co-operative  system  is  likely  to  lead 
him  to. 

The  programme  can  be  easily  cayried. 
through.  There  are  workers  win)  are  not  co- 
operators.  We  must  lay  ourselves  out  to  get 
them  in  by  every  creditable  method.  Ours 
is  a big  movement,  but  its  members  and 
possible  members  are  those  who  may  l>© 
called  small  people  in  tho  social  sense.  It 
should  bo  remembered,  too,  that  our  move- 
ment was  not  always  big,  and  it  will  cease 
to  he  big  if  til©  members  cease  to  take  an 
interest  in  it.  We  must  not  despise  the 
methods  that  made  it  big  when  it  was  little. 
The  writer  was  lucky  enough  to  move  into  a 
new  house  four  years  ago.  Before  the  furni- 
ture arrived."  n boy  called  to  ask  if  milk  would 
Ih?  wanted  in  the  morning;  another  called 
to  inquire  if  he  would  come  for  an  order  for 
the  grocer  round  the  corner;  an  old  man. 
capie  to  say  that  lie  delivered  papers  next 
door  in  the  morning,  and  to  ask,  “ What’ 
paper  would  you  like,  sir?”  And  the  baker’s 
v.an  stopped  at  the  door  when  lie  saw  signs 
ol:  cleaning  up. 

Hut  tho  wife  had  to  go  out  and  look  for 
the  nearest  co-operative  store.  She  found  it, 


and  the  assistants  and  manager  were 
extremely  kind;  hut  still,  she  had  ;o  go  and 

look  for  it. 

Cun  the  societies  not  encourage  their 
message  boys  and  their  van  men  to  do  as 
those  other  enthusiasts  did?  There  are  not 
many  removals  now,  of  course;  but  they  do 
occur,  and  the  chance  of  being  first  on  the 
doOrstep  may  mean  anything  from  £40  to 
£100  (perhaps  more)  to  the  store's  annual 
turnover.  The  intimation  of  a birth  in  the 
family  usually  brings  a flood  of  literature 
advertising  baby  foods,  toilet  requirements, 
soothing  powders,  and  the  like;  and  often 
brings  for  the  first  two  or  three  Christmases, 
and  for  the  first  two  or  three  birthdays, 
a flood  of  attractive-  circulars  advertising 
suitable  presents  for  baby.  Do  co-operative 
societies  ever  watch  these  “ Hatched, 
Matched,  and  Despatched”  columns  in  the 
papers,  with  a view  to  pushing  for  possible 
members?  They  might  have  disappoint- 
ments; but  they  Would  also  get  results. 
Other  people  get  them,  and  it  is  worth  trying 
for  a time. 

Let  Us  Tell  Them. 

People  stay  outside  our  societies  because 
they  do  not  know  what  they  stand  for. 

I^efc  uS  mobilise  a body  of  workers  that 
will  go  out  and  tell  them,  even  if  we  have 
to  tell  them  at  the  street  corners  and  other 
open  spaces  where  oratory  is  allowed.  It 
will  not  take. away  from. our  respectability. 
All  son-s  of  respectable  persons  wont  out  10 
the  street'  corners  to  urge  young  men  to 
join  the  Army  to  save  us  all  from  invasion. 
Let  us  be  just  ns  ready  to  go  out  and  tell 
men  and  women  to  join  the  co-operative  so- 
cieties of  the  country  to  save  themselves 
and  their  children  from  hardship,  aqd 
.struggle,  and  industrial  strife.  It  is  up  to 
those  who  know  the  movement  best,  and 
who  have  benefited  most  from  it,  to  do  most 
lor  it;  and  it  is  up  to  those  who  want  to  see 
tlie  masses  raised  to  a better  economic;  level, 
to  go  out  and  tell  the  masses  what  is  best 
for  them.  What  happens  to  Ire  best  for  the 
masses  is,  best  for  us;  for  the  bringing  in 
of  the  unrecruited  masses  will  be  good  for 
the  movement,  and  what  is  good  for  the 
movement  is  good  for  all  connected  with  it, 
even  ns  humble  members. 

“ All  Together.” 

The  management  committees  and  the  offi- 
cials and  the  education  committees  can  put 
their  heads  together,  and  devise  means  of 
bringing  home  to  tlieir  townspeople  the 
driving  truth  about  co-operation.  They  can 
cover  their  towns  with  attractive  posters 
presenting  thought-compelling  facts  about 
the  movement  that  will  make  people  flock 
into  the  societies.  They  can  make  them 
realise  more  clearly  the  significance  of  the 
movement-  what  the  essential  difference  is 
between  production  and  distribution,  which 
they  control  for  their  own  mutual  good,  and 
production  and  distribution  controlled  by 
privateers  whoso  only  object  is  to  make 
money  out  of  them.  They  can  bring  home 
to  the  members,  and  in  no  better  way,  than 
through  the  “Co-operative  News  ” and  its 
allied  publications — although  the  Trade 
Committee  have  singularly  failed  to  mention 
these — what  the  ideals  and  ultimate  aims 
of  the  movement  are.  They  can  demonstrate 
by  their  every-day  dealings  with  the  mem- 
bers tli at  the  stores  can  be  as  attractive  as 
any  other  shops,  that  the  customers  can  l>e 
as'  faithfully  served  at  the  stores  counter 
as  anywhere  else,  that  the  goods  are  of 
quality  and  value  that  cannot  he  excelled, 
and  that  the  pound  can  go  further  at  tho 
store  than  in  anywhere  else.  There  are  co- 
operative stores  and  warehouses  that  already 
attract  the  most  fastidious  customers  in  the 
town,  and  beat  the  keenest  competitors  on 
their  own  ground  in  service,  quality,  and 
value,  and  return  a dividend  on  purchases 
at  the  same  time.  What  some  stores  can 
do,  others  can  do;  and  any  that  fall  Mow 
the  local  standard  in  these  respects  should 
he  brought  above  it  without  delay. 

Members  and  trade  can  be  got.  Members 
were  got  by  thousands  during  the  war. 
There  are  hundreds  of  thousands  still' to  he 
got  in.  There  are  millions  being  spent  in 
private  traders’  sliops  which  the  people 
ought  to  spend  in  their  own  shops.  Let  us 
try  to  get  both  the  members  and  the  trade. 
We  have  not  tried  yet.  The  movement  has 
grown  without  any  real  effort  on  the  part 


MEETING  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE 
PARTY  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE. 

THE  NEW  M.P.’s  PLANS. 


[By  Our  London  Correspondent.] 


Congratulations  were  plentiful  at  123, 
Pall  Mall,  on  Tuesday,  when  the  National 
Executive  of  the  Co-operative  Party  assem- 
bled under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  'Watkins 
to  take  stosk  of  the  new  position.  Then 
were  aso  present  the  four  new  Co-operative 
M.P.’s.  This  jubilation  would  have  been 
more  complete  but  for  the  disappointing 
result  at  Kettering.  The  committee  passed 
a resolution,  expressing  their  general  regret 
at  Mr.  Watersoji’s  defeat,  and  they  placed 
011  record  their  appreciation  of  his  splendid 
services  in  Parliament,  which  have  been  of 
immense  value  to  the  movement,  even  at  the 
sacrifice  of  liis  health  to  some  extent. 

The  results  placed  before  the  meeting  were 
really  remarkable.  In  1918  the  ten  candi- 
dates polled  47,476  votes  ; in  the  rec  ent  con- 
tests. the  eleven  candidates  pulled  126,000 
votes. 

Various  matters  were  discussed  with  refer- 
ence to  the  future  work  of  the  new  members. 
The  members  will  form  a group  in  the  House 
of  Commons  with  their  own  “whip,”  hut 
they  will  no  doubt  act  with  the  Labour 
Party. 

The  National  Executive  are  writing  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Congress,  suggesting  that  a Policy  Com- 
mittee be  formed  consisting  of  the  four -mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  two  members  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  and  two  members 
of-tj-.e  Nat  eojia.i  Exceptive  of -the  Co-opera f ivo 
Partly,- 'who  m--et  and  discuss  how  iko- 

c o-o'perative  case  can  best  be  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  members  ; also  to  give  all  neces- 
sary clerical  assistance  required,  and  to 
build  up  effective  machinery  .which  was 
•essential  if  the  movement  was  to  get  the 
fullest  advantage  from  the  stnall  group  of 
Co-operative  M.P.'s. 

It  should  he  widely  known  in  the  move- 
ment that  the  Co-operative  M.P.'s  will  not 
take  any  speaking  engagements  during  the 
sittings  of  Parliament  to  ensure  their  being 
able  to  carry  out  their  duties  faithfully. 
Arrangements  are  to  be  made  by  the 
National  Executive  for  the  services  of  tho 
Co-operative  members  to  be  utilised  in  the 
country  during  the  times  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary recess. 

The  committee  decided  to  ask  the  C.W.S. 
to  receive  a deputation  of  tbs  full  executive 
•to  consider  the  attitude  taken  up  by  the 
board  of.  directors  during  the  election  in 
regard  to  the  Co-operative  candidates. 

Arrangements  ware  made  to  ask  the  Cen- 
tral Education  Committee  to  join  with  the 
party  in  holding  r Summer  School  on  a large 
scale,  at.  which  one  cf  the  best  political 
economists  will  be  invited  to  take  tho 
lectures. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

of  its  members.  It  has  grown  and  gathered 
strength  by  its  own  dynamic  energy.  With 
four-and-n-half  million  people  all  pushing  to- 
gether, the  movement  will  move  more 
rapidly;  with  four-niid-a-half  millions  build- 
ing together,  it  w ill  grow  greater  and 
stronger.  And  it  mly  requires  a little  eflort 
on  the  part  of  each. 

How  Some  Arc  Trying. 

In  order  to  take  its  part  in  “ the  great 
push,”  Guildford  Society  has  sent  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  the  members  of  its  com- 
mittees : — 

“ At  a business  conference  called  by  the 
management  committee  of  the  employees  of 
the  society,  it  was  decided  by  a unanimous 
vote  of  170  employees  and  committeemen  to 
leave  nothing  untried  to  raise  the  weekly 
trading  of  our  6.200  members  from  15 
2l)s.  per  week;  this  to  he  clone  in  six  me 
commencing  from  Oc  tober  30th. 

“ Please  buy  the  ' News,'  and  watch  the 
progress  we  make,  which  will  be  recorded 
under  this  heading  monthly. 

“ This  is  a bold  task  to  undertake.  Hay© 
vou  any  suggestions  to  make  to  us  which  lull 
help P If  so.  please  forward  them  on  to  the 
society,  Ward-street,  or  to  the  president. 

That  will  help  Guildford,  and  if  every 
society  pushes  up  its  ow-n  trade,  .even  to  the 
extent  suggested  in  Guildford,  the  aggregato 
increase  will  l>©  splendid. 

We  shall  return  to  this  subject  next  week. 
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By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 
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Elections  and  the  Stock  Exchange. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  observe  the  tone  pf 
the  Stock  Exchange  during  a General  Election. 
During  the  first  few  days  of  the  campaign  it 
was  felt  that,  the  onslaught  against  the  Capital 
Levy  would  pulverise  the  Labour  Party,  and 
as  a result  the  tone  on  the  Stock  Exchange, 
which  is  frankly  Conservative,  was  firm.  When 
a series  of  Laborn-  victories  was  announced 
markets  became  weaker,  but  when  it  was  dis- 
covered that  there  was  a -Conservative  majority 
the  Stock  Exchange  took  heart  again  and  be- 
came cheerful.  It  is  an  axiom  among  Stbck 
Exchange  peoplo  and  in  the  drink  trade  that 
business  is  better  undor  a Conservative  Govern- 
ment ; and  so  far  as  these  two  beneficent 
industries  are  concerned,  this  statement  may 
not  bo  wholly  devoid  of  truth,  for  the  Con- 
servative Party  has  no  scruples  about  looking 
after  its  friends.  My’experience  as  a candidate 
in  the  Home  Counties  has  appalled  me  as  to 
the  false  statements  that  aro  made  to  delude 
electors.  I find  tliat  thousands  of  middle-class 
peoplo  wero  led  to  believe  that  the  Capital 
Levy  proposals  of  the  Labour  Party  meant  that 
every  shilling  above  £5,000  was  to  be  appro- 
priated by  the  Government.  A large  employer 
of  labour  made  this  specific  statement  at  a 
meeting  at  one  of  the  towns  of  the  constituency 
I fought,  and  upon  a local  schoolmaster  asking 
permission  to  rebut  this  statement,  lie  was  at 
first  invited  on  to  the  platform,  and  then  for- 
bidden to  make  the  correction.  Both  Con- 
servatives and  official  Liberals  united  to  keep 
out  a man  standing  for  Labour,  and  in  the 
circumstances,  and  in  face  of  the  mass  of  false 
statements  made  by  the  millionaire-owned 
press,  it  came  as  a surprise  to  me  to  find  that 
in  an  Essex  semi-rural  constituency  there 
should  be  found  nearly  ten  thousand  to  vote 
Labour  against  fourteen  thousand  of  the  other 
parties  combined.  The  really  excellent 
Labour  and  Co-operative  vote  throughout  the 
whole  counti  y shows  that  the  public — par- 
ticularly north  of  Bedford — is  less  misled  than 
formerly  by  the  rich  man’s  press  ; and  if  there 
had  been  another  week  or  two,  I believe  the 
general  body  of  electors  would  have  been  still 
more  educated  as  to  the  necessity  and  justice 
of  a capital  levy.  I have  never  read  such  a 
farrago  of  nonsense  as  has  been  appearing  in 
the  financial  papers  during  the  election  on  the 
subject  of  the  Capital  Levy. 

Government  Tea  Purchases. 

The  Government  is  a large  purchaser  of  food- 
stuffs for  account  of  the  army  and  navy  alone, 
but  it  had  never  occurred  to  me  that  it  was  a 
big  buyer  of  tea,  until  the  other  day  I saw  the 
figures  of  the  Indian  Tea  Association  showing 
the  registered  quantities  of  tea  delivered  from 
the  bonded  warehouses  for  use  as  stores  for  the 
army  and  navy  abroad  and  for  merchant 
vessels.  These  figures,  of  course,  do  not  in- 
clude purchases  for  the  home  forces,  but  for 
the  month  of  October  the  deliveries  were 
248,000  lbs.  As,  however,  in  October,  1921,. 
the  corresponding  figures  were'  over  490,000 
lbs.,  it  would  appear  that  the  Government  is 
diverting  its  purchases  from  India  and  Ceylon 
to  China,  Java,  and  Sumatra  ; for,  tailing  the 
figures  for  the  ten  months  ending  October, 
purchases  of  Ceylon  and  Indian  tea  show  a 
falling-off  of  731,500  lbs.,  whereas  purchases 
of  China,  Java,  and  Sumatra  teas  show  an 
increase  of  359,300  lbs.  Tea-growing  in  the 
Dutch  Indies — i.e.,  Java  and  Sumatra — is 
increasing  fast,  for  it  is  found  that  it -can  be 
produced  very  cheaply  there. 

Wool  Prices. 

At  tho  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
English,  Scottish,  and  Australian  Bank  last 
week,  tho  chairman  dealt  with  tho  position  of 
wool.  Ho  said  that  the  quantity  of  Australian 
and  Now  Zealand  wool  that  had  been  auctioned 
during  the  last  twelve  months  was  astonishing, 
amounting  to  3,700,000  bales,  of  which 
probably  three-fourths  had  actually  gone  into 
consumption,  so  that  the  warehouses  of  Brad- 
ford users  had  but  moderate  stocks,  os  was  also 
the  case  with  French  and  German  buyers.  Tho 
Australian  and  New  Zealand  crop  for  the  cur- 
rent season  is  estimated  at  about  1,900,000 
bales,  and  in  view  of  the  steady  rise  in  prices 
and  the  growing  demand  the  valuo  of  wool 
exports  from  thoso  countries  in  the  1922-3 
season  would  probably  exceed  £48,000,000—- 
the  value  of  last  year’s  shipment— which  would 
bo  very  advantageous  to  Australia.  Ho  added, 
however,  that  while  it  was  gratifying  to  the 
growers  to  got  such  satisfactory  prices  as  those 
now  obtainable  for  their  finer  wools,  it  is  not 


in  tho  best  permanent  interests  of  industry  for 
prices  to  go  so  high  as  to  get  out  of  reasonable 
proportion  to  tho  prico  obtainable  for  tho 
manufactured  article,  as  that  leads  to  reaction 
and  instability  in  price,  which  is  tho  wprst 
thing  possible  for  tho  trade.  We  must  all  agree 
with  his  final  remark  on  this  subject,  viz., 
“A  steady  market  at  reasonable  prices  is  bettor 
than  violent  movements  up  and  down.” 

Government  Emeralds. 

Governments  do  much  more  trading  and  in 
much  greater  volume  than  is  generally  known, 
and  some  of  these  trade  deals  aro  of  more  than 
usual  interest.  The  Government  of  Colombia, 
for  instanco,  has  quite  recently  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  two  Paris  firms  for  tho  sale 
of  emeralds  which  arc  deposited  at  tho  National 
Provincial  Bank  in  London.  It  is  stated  that 
these  emeralds — about  one  million  carats — 
have  been  sold  for  £350,000,  and  that  the 
Colombian  Government  has  undertaken  not  to 
place  any  more  upon  the  market  for  the  next 
fifteen  months. 


This  Season’s  Sugar  Crop. 


In  many  quarters  it  is  believed  there  will  bo 
a shortage  of  sugar  next  year.  In  this  con- 
nection the  following  recent  estimate  of  the 
beet  sugar  crop,  prepared  by  the  well-known 
German  expert,  Mr.  F.  O.  Licht,  may  be  of 
interest:—  1922-23.  1021-22. 

Tons.  Tons. 


Germany 

. 1,600,000 

Czechoslovakia  . . . 

. 750,000 

Austria  .....' 

19,500 

Hungary 

50,000 

France 

. 560,000 

Belgium 

. 300,000 

Holland 

. 285,000 

Denmark 

. 105,000 

Sweden  

63,000 

Poland 

. 270,000 

Italy 

. 260,000 

Spain  

. 170,000 

Russia 

. 220,000 

Other  countries  . . . 

. 106,000 

1,300,000 

653.000 
16,300 
60,800 

305.000 

290.000 

380.000 
146,800 

235.000 

174.000 
217,500 

83.000 

50.000 
76,200 


Total  4,758,500  ..  3,987,600 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  estimate  shows  an 
increase  of  770,000  tons  over  the  preceding 
period,  but  it  has  to  be  added  that  th 
European  consumption  is  estimated  at 
6,000,000  tons,  and  that  Cuba,  one  of  the 
world’s  principal  sources  of  supply  of  cane 
sugar,  is  reported  to  have  very  low  stocks  and 
diminished  crops. 


EFFICIENCY  AND 

LOYALTY. 

WOMEN’S  GUILD  MEETS  UNITED 
BOARD. 

The  annual  meeting  between  the  Central 
Council  of  the  Women’s  Guild  and  tho 
United  Board  has  usually  taken  place  dur- 
ing an  ordinary  meeting  of  the  executive 
authority  of  the  movement,  but  last  year 
the  women  asked  for  a special  meeting,  so 
that  more  time  could  be  devoted  to  tho 
questions  they  wanted  to  have  discussed. 
On  Friday  night,  last  week,  therefore,  the 
United  Board  met  specially  to  have  a round 
table  talk  with  the  guilds  women,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae,  J.P.  (chair- 
man of  the  Central  Board). 

The  points  discussed  came  under  the  head- 
ings of  efficiency  and  loyalty  in  the  move- 
ment, and  related  to  the  selection  and  edu- 
cation of  young  people  employed  in  tho 
movement,  the  relations  of  employees  with 
management  oommitteesj  the  loyalty  of  em- 
ployees to  the  societies  by  which  they  are 
employed  in  regard  to  purchases,’  and 
costings  in  relation  to  sales. 

Mrs.  Prosser  (president  of  the  Guild)  and 
Miss  Enfield  (secretary)  pointed  out  that 
these  questions  were  really  the  outcome  of 
their  work  in  connection  with  the  trade 
campaign.  They  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  most  essential  thing  was  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  employees,  and  to 
bring  this  about  they  suggested  closer  rela- 
tions between  boards  of  management  and 
employees  by  means  of  some  form  of  com- 
mittees. They  nlso  suggested  that  there 
should  be  opportunities  in  the  co-operative 
movement  for  hoys  and  girls  who  had  at- 
tended secondary  schools  and  did  not  leave 
until  they  were  sixteen  years  of  age. 

Members  of  the  United  Board  pointed  out 
the  difficulties  in  regard  to  both  these  prob- 
lems, and  eventually,  after  a very  useful 
discussion,  it  was  resolved  that  a sub-com- 
mittee of  the  Women’s  Guild  Central  Coun- 
cil should  meet  the  Sub-Office  Committee  of 
the  United  Board,  with  tho  object  of  formu- 
lating some  suggestions  that  could  bo 
carried  out. 


THE  NEW  PARLIAMENT  MEETS. 

BONAR  LAW’S  FIRST  MINISTRY. 

AN  UNREPRESENTATIVE  HOUSE. 

[By  Our  Special  Correspondent.] 


The  great  outstand- 
ing feature  of  the 
General  Election  re- 
sults is  that  the  new 
Parliament,  like  the 
old,  is  .not  representa- 
tive of  public  opinion. 
Too  many  M.  P.’s  have 
been  elected  on 
minority  votes.  The 
11  Daily  Mail  ” has 
been  complaining  bit- 
terly of  Labour's 
undue  representation 
because  of  the  split 
vote  in  three- cornered 
contests  ; and  it  men- 
tioned 39  divisions  in 
which  Labour  candi- 
dates were  elected, 
although  they  polled 
less  than  half  the  votes 
recorded  in  those  divi- 
Kt.  Hon.  sions.  That  complaint 

A.  Bonar  Law.  would  be  more  reason- 
able if  it  were  applied 

all  round. 

In  no  fewer  than  eighty  constituencies 
were  Conservative  candidates  elected  on 
a minority  vote,  the  Prime  Minister's 
constituency  being  one. 

The  total  votes  polled  for  the  representatives 
of  the  new  Government  amounted  to  six 
millions.  The  votes  polled  for  their  opponents 
amounted  to  nine  millions..  The  Government 
asked  for  its  charter,  and  the  country  gave 
three  votes  against  it  for  every  two  in  its  favour. 
In  spite  of  this,  the  Government  holds  344. 
seats,  while  the  other  parties  hold  only  271, 
giving  the  Conservatives  a majority  of  73  over 
all  other  parties. 

This  state  of  things  is  .preposterous  in  a 
country  which  aspires  to  lead  the  enlightened 
democracies  of  the  world.  Because  we  adhere 
to  an  antiquated  system  of  election,  a Govern- 
ment which  receives  its  support  from  two-fifths 
of  tlie  electors  who  voted  is  in  a position  to 
commit  us  to — heaven  knows  what.- 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  one  of  the  first 
pieces  of  domestic  legislation  undertaken 
by  the  new  Government  will  be  to  reform 
the  electoral  system,  so  that  Parliament 
may  be  a truer  reflex  of  public  opinion. 

The  second  ballot  in  a three-cornered 
contest  would  settle  the  problem  with 
regard  to  one  seat,  but  the  trouble 
goes  deeper  down  than  that.  There 
must  be  thousands  of  Liberals  in  Liverpool, 
for  example.  They  cannot  find  expression 
tl trough  the  medium  of  a Liberal  M.P.  because 
they  are  not  numerous  enough  in  any  single 
division.  If  all  Liverpool  were  one  area,  re- 
turning the  same  number  of  members  as  at 
present  on  a system  of  Proportional  Repre- 
sentation, Conservatives,  Liberals,  Labourists, 
and  tho  Irish  Nationalists  (who  can  find  a seat 
even  now)  would  be  represented.  Other  areas 
should  bo  dealt  with  similarly,  so  that  the 
various  opinions  that  prevail  might  be  repre- 
sented' as  their  numbere  warrant. 

THE  NEW  OPPOSITION. 

LABOURS  ADVANCE. 

The  new  Parliament  will  bo  less  docile  than 
the  last.  Tho  Treasury  Bench,  to  begin  with, 
has  few  strong  men  on  it.  The  Ministry  has, 
in  fact,  been  described  as  a “ Second  XI.” 
Ministry.  The  country  no  doubt  wanted  quiet 
after  the  stressful  period  wo  have  passed 
through,  but  the  promised  tranquillity  is  not 
likely  to  be  experienced  in  view  of  the  weakness 
of  the  Government  in  comparison  with  the 
Opposition  benches.  Mr.  Bonar  Law  will  have 
an  experience  that  is  not  common.  Ho  will 
have  two  ex-Premiers  for  critics  in  the  Com- 
mons. The  Labour  Party,  as  tho  cliief  Oppo- 
sition, comes  strengthened  by  tho  inclusion  of  t 
Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald,  Mr.  Snowdon.  Mr. 
Trevelyan,  Mr.  Ponsonby,  Mr.  Sidney  Webb, 
ami  Mr.  Patrick  Hastings,  K.C.,  on  the  “ intel- 
lectual ” side.  Tho  now  reinforcements  from 
the  Clyde  comprise  some  likely  materiul  that 
will  make  its  presence  felt.  On.  tho  Liberal 
benches  there  will  be  Six-  John  Simon  and  Mr. 
Pringle,  two  men  whom  the  Government  Whips 
deemed  it  their  chief  duty  to  keep  out  of  tho 
last  Parliament  at  all  costs. 


On  the  day  fol- 
lowing the  opening 
of  the  new  Parlia- 
ment Labour  mem- 
bers elected  Mr. 

Ramsay  Macdonald 
to  be  their  chair- 
man, that  election 
conferring upon  him 
the  responsibility  of 
Lender,  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. It  is  inter- 
esting to  observe 
that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  respon- 
s i"b  1 e newspapers 
have  welcomed  his 
reappearance  at  Westminster,  and  the 
Liberal  “Daily  News,”  while  the  electi-uis 
were  in  progress,  included  him  in  its  gall-  iy 
of  people  who  ought  to  be  elected.  He  is 
one' of  tho  best  informed  Members  in  the 
whole  House,  and  his  skill  as  a Parliamen- 
tary leader  was  tested  between  1911  and 
1914,  when  he  led  his  party  in  Parliament. 
He  was  a schoolmaster,  but  he  developed 
into  a writer,  and  has  published  some 
notable  works,  including  a denunciation  of 
the  Soviet  system  and  an  exposition  of  the 
Government  of  India.  He  has  frequently 
addressed  co-operative  propagandist  meet- 
ings, and  one  of  the  finest  expositions  of 
the  co-operative  case  against  taxation  of 
co-operative  dividends  was  delivered  by 
him  some  years  ago.  He  edits  tho 
“ Socialist  Review,”  and  has  contributed 
to  the  “ Co-operative  News.” 

To  judge  by  its  voting  strength  in  the  House, 
t the  Government  ought  to  live  the  allotted  span 
of  five  years  provided  for  in  the  Parliament 
Act ; but  its  own  comparative  weakness,  the 
strength  and  alertness  of  the  Opposition,  and 
the  difficulty  of  the  problems  it  has  to  face  may 
'well  bring  it  down  in  less  than  five  years. 

Co-operators  in  Evidence. 

Co-operation  should  be  well  represented  if  its 
interests  are  attacked. 

The  official  Co-operative  Party  is  the 
only  party  that  has  quadrupled  its 
strength  as  the  result  of  the  election,  and 
a large  number  of  tho  Labour  members 
are  members  of  co-operativo  societies, 
whilst  some  of  them  have  had  experience 
as  directors  or  as  presidents  of  societies, 
and  understand  the  consumers’  problems 
as  well  as  the  producers’. 

The  first  duty  of  the  new  Parliament  is  to 
give  legislative  effect  to  the  Irish  Treaty.  That 
will  be  a step  towards  peace.  Its  next  busmen 
is  to  clear  our  forces  out  of  those  territories 
abroad  where  we  have  no  useful  purpose  to 
fulfil,  and  where  our  remaining  is  a provocation 
to  disorder.  The  nation  wants  to  know  why 
its  money  and  its  men  should  be  u&d  up  in 
Mesopotamia  and  Palestine,  and  what  interests 
keep  us  there.  The  Opposition  is  not  without 
knowledge  of  the  state  of  affaire  there,  and  wc 
may  look  forward  to  a great  deal,  more  in- 
formation with  regard  to  these  costly  adven- 
tures. The  whole  question  of  Reconstruction 
must  be  faced ; and  the  presence  of  a party  of 
142  M.P.’s — many  coming  from  that  class  that 
suffers  most  from  unemployment,  bad  housing, 
poor  education,  and  a hand-to-mouth  wage — 
will  be  a guarantee  that  these  questions,  with 
which  are  bound  up  the  organisation  of  indus- 
try and  insurance,  will  be  fully  discussed.  If 
they  are  not  seriously  faced,  the  Labour  Party 
will  have  failed  to  justify  itself.  Labour  recog- 
nises that  it  is  now  on  its  trial ; and  among  the 
new  and  old  members  who  return  to  it-  aro 
some  of  those  who  criticised  the  party  for  lack 
of  energy,  bad  generalship,  and  loss  of 
initiative  in  the  last  Parliament. 


I;  The  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY  | 

© is  the  only  party  that  has  ...  • % 

I QUADRUPLED  ITS 
STRENGTH 

» in  Parliament  as  the  result  of  ; 
the  Election. 

© <$ 


Mil.  Ramsay 
Macdonald,  M.P. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


INTERNATIONAL  news  service. 

CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  CONGRESS. 

COMBINED  ACTION  FOR  DISTINCTIVE  LABELS. 


UNITED  BOARD  MEETING. 

AN  INTERNATIONAL  “CO-OPERATORS’  DAY” 
APPROVED. 


•i  pisriNCTi/f  earnest  spirit  marked  the 
ocecdings  of  the  Cauadian  Co  operative 
Oongross,  held  a month  ago  at  Woodstock, 
Ontario,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  0. 
Good,  B.A.,  M.P.,  president  of  tlhe  Brant 
farmers'’  Association.  The  attendance  was 
good. 

The  reports  showed  a steady  growth  in 
operative  work.  In  spite  of  the  period  of 
depression  in  which  the  co-operative  sccis- 
ties  suffered  in  common  with  all  businesses, 
j|i0  fourteen  societies  (comprising  5.919 
members)  affiliated  with  the  Canadian  Co- 
operative Union  made  a net  aggregate  trad- 
ing surplus  of  $154,712.58,  cf  wliioh 
$144,511.19  went  back  to  the  consumers  in 
proportion  to  their  purchases.  The  total 
sales  amounted  to  $1,990,664. 

The  report  of  the  United  Board  recom- 
mended the  establishment  of  a Oo-operntivx! 
Men’s  Guild,  and  tribute  paid  to  the  work 
of  the  Women’s  Guild. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Good,  M.P. — who  was  re- 
elected the  president,  along  with  Mr.  G. 
Keen  as  the  secretary-treasurer — dealt  very 
fully  with  the  positron  of  the  co-operative 
movement  in  Canada  and  with  its  possi- 
bilities, not  only  from  a material  and  money- 
saving  standpoint,  but  also  from  a humani- 
tarian aspect,  and  put  forward  some  of  the 
groat  benefits  which  might  come  to  the 
people  of  Canada  by  a fuller  development  of 
the  spirit  cf  the  movement. 

“ The  Whole  Idea." 

Professor  R.  D.  Coke,  of  the  Department 
of  Agricultural  Economies  of  the  Ontarir 
Agricultural  College,  spoke  on  co-operative 
marketing  and  its  benefits  to  the  consumer. 
He  said  he  was  not  to  take  any  side  in  the 
conflict  between  the  two. forms  of  oo-opera- 
tion,  but  sail  that  agriculture  could  never 
be  organised  from  the  consumers’  stand- 
point. He  outlined  the  progress  of  co- 
operation, so  far  as  the  marketing  of  agri- 
cultural products  were  concerned,  and  said 


those  behind  these  organisations  wore  ready 
to  give  every  concession  to  consumers’  co- 
operative societies,  Jtnd  to  recognise  them  on 
the  same  basis  as  the  wholesale  agencies. 
The  whole  idea  of  co-operative  marketing, 
he  said,  was  to  eliminate  unnecessary  cost 
in  getting  the  articles  produced  from  the 
producer  to  the  consumer,  which  is  the  func- 
tion of  both  the  producers’  and  the  con- 
sumers’ co-oporative  societies. 

The  delegates  considered  the  feasibility  of 
taking  combined  action  by  the  societies  far 
the  labelling  of  commodities  with  .special  co- 
oporative  brands  and  the  pooling  of  orders 
with  manufacturers  and  other  supplies  in 
respect  to  these.  This  was  considered  by 
most  of  the  delegates  to  be  a splendid 
suggestion. 

A resolution  was  carried  Unanimously  in 
favour  of  asking  the  Federal  and  the  Provin- 
cial Governments  for  grants  to  the  Union  in 
aid  of  its  educational,  advisory,  supervisory, 
and  organisational  activities. 

Protest  Against  Newspapers. 

A meeting  of  the  Dominion  Executive  of 
the  Co-operative  Union  of  Canada  has 
since  been  held  at  Brantford,  Mr.  W.  C. 
Good,  M.P.,  presiding.  After  the  trans- 
action of  routine  business,  and  taking 
steps  towards  the  organisation  of  Men's 
Co-operative  Guilds  throughout  Canada, 
for  the  propagation  of  co-operative  prin- 
ciples and  philosophy,  the  board  had  under 
its  consideration  the  attitude  of  certain 
newspapers  towards  co-operative  societies. 

A resolution  was  passed  condemning 
unjust  discrimination  against  co-operative 
societies  by  certain  papers  iu  publishing 
unauthorised  information  as  to  the  financial 
condition  of  societies  still  in  business 
operation.-  This,  the  resolution  stated, 
hindered  chances  of  financial  recovery,  and 
was  a practice  that  no  paper  would  indulge 
in  in  the  case  of  corporations  or  individuals 
operating  on  the  capitalistic  plan. 


WORLD  DIRECTORY. 

HANDBOOK  FOR  CO-OPERATORS. 

A very  useful  work  for  all  interested  in 
international  co-operation  has  just  been  pub- 
lished by  the  International  Labour  Office  of  the 
League  of  Nations.  It  is  the  “ International 
Labour  Directory,”  now  in  its  second  edition. 
I The  Directory  consists  of  a short  account  of 
j the  constitution  of  the  International  Labour 
f Organisation  and  of  the  League  of  Nations,  a 
i list  of  Government  Departments,  &c.,  which 
deal  with  labour  and  industry  in  the  different 
( countries,  together  with  their  organisation  and 
functions,  and  lists  of  the  principal  employers’, 
l manual  and  intellectual  workers’  and  ex- 
1 service  men’s  organisations,  of  co-operative 
1 organisations,  and  of  the  various  international 
organisations  which  deal  with  questions  of 
interest  from  the  point  of  view  of  industry  and 
labour. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  Directory,  how- 
ler, issued  separately,  is  what  immediately 
concerns  us,  for  it  is  entirely  devoted  to  co- 
operative organisations.  It  gives  in  a concise 
form  the  fullest  information  concerning  about 
*50  national  co-operative  organisations  in 
forty-seven  different  countries,  and  also  inter- 
phonal  co-operative  organisations  and  insti- 
tutions. Each  co-operative  organisation  is 
given  its  exact  title,  with  a translation  into 
french,  EnglisTi,  and  German  ; the  names  of 
the  chief  officials,  the  title  of  the  official  jour- 
naK  the  latest  available  membership — with 
the  number  of  affiliated  societies  and  the  total 
juembership  of  each — and  the  national  and 
international  affiliation. 

The  second  edition  is  supplemented  with  the 
^tes  of  the  foundation  of  the  organisations, 
&ud  the  intervals  at  which  the  journals  appear, 
^hero  possible,  the  most  recent  turnover 
figures  available  are  also  given. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  features  is  that  full 
Pprcssion  has  been  given  to  the  fundamental 
of  the  co-operative  movement  in  all  its 
‘orms,  which  is  being  shown  more  and  more 
clearly  in  most  countries  by  the  formation  of 
Iterations.  The  new  edition,  therefore,  con- 
8|n8  a fuller  list  of  co-operative  organisations 
all  kinds — consumers’,  credit,  producers’, 
^fkcting,  building  co-operativcs,  &c. — in- 
| uding  certain  organisations  which,  although 
hey  do  not  in  all  cases  or  exclusively  consist  of 
^operative  societies,  carry  on  economio 
a°livities  in  the  interest  of  the  community. 


S.-E.HAM  ELECTION  ECHO 

PENDING  LIBEL  ACTION. 

At  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Clem.  Edwards, 
one  of  the  candidates  for  South-East  Ham 
in  the  Parliamentary  election,  Mr.  A. 
Barnes,  M.P.,  another  of  the  candidate.?, 
has  been  served  with  a writ  for  alleged 
slander. 

Mr.  Edwards,  on  November  10th,  wrote 
Mr.  Barnes  drawing  his  attention  to  the 
fact  that,  according  to  a report  in  the 
Stratford  11  Express,"  he  had  stated  he 
was  not  “ honest.”  Mr.  Edwards  went  on 
to  say  that  this  " is  not  merely  a per- 
sonality, but  is  legally  slanderous,”  and 
that  if  a withdrawal  was  not  made  and 
apology  tendered  within  a certain  time  he 
would  begin  legal  proceedings.  Mr.  Barnes 
did  not  see  fit  to  do  cither,  and  was  served 
with  a writ  dated  Noveriiber  13th. 

• According  to  the  Stratford  “Express,” 
the  sentence  in  Mr.  Baines’  speech  con- 
taining the  alleged  slander  is  as  follows:  — 
“ I have  no  scruple  in  opposing  an  indivi- 
dual who  is  neither  sincere  nor  honest,  and 
doesn’t  even  attend  to  the  duties  he  was 
elected  to  perform.” 

The  East  Ham  “ Echo  ” reported  Mr. 
Barnes  ns  follows: — "He  had  no  scruples 
whatever  in  opposing  one  who,  from  a 
political  standpoint,  was  not  sincere,  and 
who  had  not  even  attended  to  the  duties 
Which  he  had  been  elected  to  carry  out, 
and  for  which  he  had  been  paid." 


CHRISTMAS  CHOCOLATES. 

The  English  and  Soottish  Wholesale 
Societies’  ohocolate  and  cocoa  works,  Luton, 
are  anxious  that  societies  will  not  delay 
placing  their  orders  for  Christmas  Club 
boxes  of  chocolates.  There  have  been  dis- 
appointments in  the  past  with  regard  to 
deliveries,  but  Mr.  W.  It.  Bubbers  (com- 
mercial manager)  assures  us  that  the  works 
are  now  organised  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  societies.  The  ChTistnias  Club  boxes  of 
chocolate  now  on  order  are  ready  for  imme- 
diate despatch,  but  further  orders  to  the 
extent  of  5,000  boxes  a (Lay  can.  be  accepted. 
In  view  5f  the  traffic  congestion  wliioh 
always  occurs  about  Christmas,  societies 
would  he  wise  to  get  their  supplies  iu  good 
time.  


Congress  of  1924  is  to  be  held  in  the 
Midland  Section,  and  the  Great  Grimsby, 
Nottingham,  and  Coventry  societies  have 
decided  to  offer  an  invitation. 


ALTERING  THE  CO-OPERATIYE  MAP. 

WALLSEND  SPLIT. 


With  the  exception  of  Mr.  P.  Loney 
(Scottish  Section),  whose  absenoo  was  due 
to  the  death  of  a near  relative,  there  was  a 
full  attendance  of  members  at  a meeting  of 
the  United  Board  in  Manchester,  on  Satur- 
day. Mr.  W.  It.  Rao  (chairman)  presided. 
The  general  secretary  of  the  Union  (Mr.  A. 
Whitehead)  and  the  assistant  secretary  (Mr. 
T.  Horrocks)  were  also  present. 

Fallen  Through. 

A letter  was  read  from  tbe  Central  Educa- 
tion Committee  stating  that  the  scheme 
they  had  in  mind  for  the  technical  training 
of  employees  in  the  Bristol  area  had  fallen 
through.  Lack  of  the  necessary  support 
was  given  as  the  reason. 

Congress  of  1924. 

It  was  reported  that  three  societies  in  the 
Midland  Section  were  desirous  of  entertain- 
ing the  1934  Congress — Nottingham, 

Grimsby,  and  Coventry — and  that  the  sec- 
tional board  were  taking  a ballot  of  the 
whole  cf  the  societies  in  the  section  to  tec 
which  of  the  three  societies  should  have  the 
honour.  It  was  also  reported  that  the  sec- 
tional board  intended  to  send  a deputation 
to  Nottingham,  Grimsby,  and  Coventry,  and 
to  give  a report  as  to  the  accommodation 
available  at  each  plaos  on  the  ballot  paper. 
This,  it  was  pointed  out,  was  the  board’s 
usual  custom. 

Attention  was  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the 
United  Board  usually  appointed  a deputation 
to  visit  societies  inviting  Congress,  and  it 
was  decided  that  the  chairman  and  the 
assistant  secretary  should  go  to  the  plnoas 
named  and  report  their  “ findings  to  the 
1923  Congress. 

The  International  Idea. 

Mr.  Riddle  (Northern  Section)  raised  the 
question  of  international  trade,  and  asked 
who  was  going  to  be  responsible  for  bring- 
ing together  the  interested  parties  in  the 
future.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  someone 
to  keep  the  idea  alive. 

' The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  duty 
should  be  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  tire 
Office  Committee,  and  this  was  agreed  to. 

Midland  Sectional  Exhibition. 

The  Office  Committee  reported  that  the 
directors  of  the  Wholesale  Society  had  in- 
formed the  Union  that  in  view  of  the 
decision  of  the  quarterly  meetings  they  could 
not  do  anything  further  in  the  matter  of  the 
Midland  Sectional  Demonstration  Fund. 
The  Office  Committee  themselves  were  of  the 
same  opinion. 

Trades  and  Business  Conferences. 

A report  on  the  recent  Trades  and  Busi- 
ness Conferences  was  submitted  from  the 
Statistics  and  General  Publications 
Committee. 

In  view  of  the  present  position  of  societies, 
the  attendance  at  the  conferences  was  con- 
sidered very  satisfactory,  and  the  interest 
taken  in  the  papers  was  noticeably  deeper 
and  more  widespread  than  in  previous  years. 
A number  of  committees  had  since  arranged 
special  meetings  to  discuss  the  papers,  and 
in  some  cases  arranged  special  meetings  of 
branch  and  departmental  managers.  It  was 
reported  that  the  Scottish  Sectional  Board, 
after  receiving  a deputation  of  managers, 
had  appointed  a small  sub-committee  to  act 
with  the  West  of  Scotland  Branch  of  the 
National  Managers’  Association  in  consider- 
ing the  suggestions  contained  in  the  two 
papers.  The  Committee  )iad  also  appointed 
a small  sub-committee  of  three  from  its  own 
number  to  act  along  with  a similar  number 
of  representatives  from  the  National 
Managers  and  Secretaries’  Associations  to 
work  on  similar  lines  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Wallsend  Progressive. 

Amongst  the  societies  applying  for  mem- 
bership was  the  Wallsend  Progressive.  In 
connection  with  this  application  it  was  re- 
ported that  the  Northern  Sectional  Board 
had  received  a deputation  from  the  Progres- 
sive Society.  The  deputation  stated,  in 
effect,  that  the  split  at  Wallsend  was  caused 
by  the  refusal  of  tho  old  society  to  acknow- 
ledge trade  union  methods  of  bargaining  in 
regard  to  wages  and  conditions  of  labour. 
The  deputation  also  informed  the  board  that 
they  now  held  £2,995  capital  contributed  by 
individual  shareholders  and  loan  capital 
amounting  to *£22  10s.  from  two  branches  of 
the  N.U.D.A.W.  The  society  had  begun 
with  451  members,  anil  had  now  1,076.  1’he 
trade  per  week  had  risen  from  £336  to  £489. 
The  society  had  also  purchased  property  for 
£3,500  (£2,500  on  mortgage).  The  deputa- 
tion asserted  their  desire  to  lie  truly  co- 
operative, lienee  their  application  for 
admission  to  the  Union.  The  Northern 
Beard  suggested  that  “ in  view  of  the  im- 
portance of  this  question,  nationally  ns  we 


as  locally,”  the  United  Board  should  hear 
the  same  deputation. 

It  was  decided  to  acoept  this  suggestion. 
It  was  also  decided  to  give  the  older  society 
at  Wallsend  an  invitation  to  meet  the  board 
if  they  desired. 

Subscriptions. 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  the 
subscriptions  to  the  Union  fuucls  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year  amounted  to  £34,011, 
an  increase  of  practically  £1,200  on  the  cor- 
responding period. 

Co-operative  Party  receipts  were  £4,6S6, 
a decrease  of  £741. 

Subscriptions  to  the  International  Co- 
operative Alliance  amounted  to  £1,218,  an 
increase  of  £433. 

E.  O.  Greening  Fund. 

The  special  appeal  on  behalf  cf  Mr.  E.  O. 
Greening  had  so  far  brought  in  £244.  The 
Secretary  also  stated  that  he  understood 
that  the  directors  of  the  C.W.S.  proposed  to 
recommend  the  shareholders  to  vote  a sum 
to  the  fund. 

The  question  as  to  how  the  fund  should  be 
administered  was  left  over  until  the  next 
meeting. 

Club  Investments. 

The  General  Secretary  stated  that  a 
number  of  societies  had  written  asking  il: 
they  could  accept  investments  from  clubs 
registered  under  the  Friendly  Societies  Act, 
and  that  lie  had  replied  stating  that  the 
Act  prohibited  such  clubs  from  investing 
their  funds  in  any  other  than  trustee 
securities. 

It  was  decided  to  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  see  if  tlie  law 
could  be  amended  so  as  to  permit  clubs  to 
invest  their  funds  in  co-operative  societies. 

Boundary  Alterations. 

The  Chairman  outlined  the  “ findings  ” of 
the  Boundaries  Sub-Committee,  and  said  it 
had  not  been  found  possible  to  have  the 
report  ready  for  discussion  at  that  meeting. 
It  was  proposed  to  send  the  report  and  maps 
out  to  the  members,  and  lie  thought  they 
would  agree  that  the  sub-committee  had 
made  a fairly  wise  attempt  to  get  over  an 
exceedingly  difficult  position.  One  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  sub-committee  was 
that  the  North-Western  and  Midland  Sec- 
tions should  be  divided  into  two.  They  had 
net  dealt  with  the  Scottish  Section,  believing 
that  any  division  of  its  territory  might  be 
left  in  its  own  hands.  The  changes  sug- 
gested would  not  affect  the  personnel  of  the 
sectional  boards,  and  would  lead  to  in- 
creased. efficiency.  The  alterations  of 
boundaries  would  increase  the  expenditure 
of  the  Union  temporarily,  but  in  the  long 
run,  by  the  expansion  of  societies  in  the 
various  sections  the  revenue  of  the  Union 
would  be  increased. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  report  and 
maps  should  be  sent  to  members  cf  the 
board  and  the  whole  sjibject  discussed  at 
the  next  meeting. 

4 International  Matters. 

It  was  decided  not  to  be  represented  at 
the  Women’s  International  League  con- 
ference at  The  Hague  on  December  7th, 
and  the  World  Peace  conference,  also  at 
The  Hague,  on  December  10th. 

An  invitation  for  the  Union  to  be  repre- 
sented on  the  committee  organising  the 
international  co-operative  exhibition  at 
Ghent  in  1924  was  accepted,  and  the 
General  Secretary  appointed  the  Union’s 
representative. 

The  General  Secretary  read  a circular 
from  the  International  Co-operative  Alli- 
ance statiug  that  the  executive  were  pro- 
posing to  the  central  organisations  of 
every  country  that  the  first  Saturday  in 
July  in  each  year  should  be  observed  as  a 
“ Co-operators’  Day,”  on  which  special 
propaganda,  national  and  international, 
should  be  made. 

The  principle  was  approved.  It  was  also 
resolved  that  the  Trade  Campaign  Com- 
mittee be  asked  to  draft  a broad  scheme 
giving  effect  to  the  idea  of  a “ Co-opera- 
tors’ Day,”  and  that  the  sectional  boards  be 
charged  with  the  duty  of  carrying  it  out. 

A second  circular  from  the  I.C.A.  rela- 
tive to  direct  co-operative  representation 
on  international  economic  bodies  was 
remitted  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee. 

Daily  Newspaper. 

The  General  Secretary  reported  that  ho 
had  communicated  with  the  various  parties 
mentioned  in  the  Congress  resolution  rela- 
tive to  a co-operative  daily  newspaper,  and 
submitted  their  replies. 

Mr.  Gregory  (North-Western  Section) 
expressed  the  view  that  sufficient  notice 
had  not  been  taken  of  the  resolution  iu 
some  quarters,  and  thought  they  ought  to 
pass,  some  opinion  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Riddle  (Northern  Sec  tion) : Have 

you  any  special  information  ns  to  what  you 
(National  Publishing  Society)  are  doing? 

Both  Mr.  Gregory  and  the  Chairman 
replied  that  the  N.C.P.S.  had  already 
supplied  some  information  on  the  subject 
of  a daily  paper,  and  that  more  would  bo 
forthcoming  snortly. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTION  ::  :: 


HOW  THE  ELEVEN 
CO-OPERATORS  FARED. 


THE  ALL-IMPORTANT 
CONTESTS. 

OFFICIAL  FipURES. 

Below  we  give  the  official  figures  for  the 
eleven  constituencies  fought  by  Co-operative 
candidates : — 

HILLSBOROUGH  (SHEFFIELD). 

A.  V.  ALEXANDER  (Co-operative)  15,130 
•A.  Neal  (National  Liberal)  11,812 

1918  Election:  Neal,  11,171;  Lockwood 
(Co-operative),  4,050. 

TRADESTON  (GLASGOW). 

T.  HENDERSON  (Co-operative)  ...  14,190 
•Lt-Col.  V.  L.  Henderson  (Con.)  ...  9,977 
C.  D.  B.  Murray  (Liberal)  1,310 

1918  Election : V.  L.  Henderson  (U.), 

12,250;  M'Dougall  (Soc.),  3,751;  White 
(Lib.),  3,369. 

EAST  HAM,  S. 

A.  BARNES  (Co-operative)  10,566 

C.  Edwards  (National  Liberal)  6,587 

E.  Smallwood  (Liberal)  4,793 

1918  Election  : Edwards  (Nat.  Dem.),  7,972; 
Hamlett  (U.),  5,661;  Henderson  (Lab.), 
5,024. 

TOTTENHAM,  N. 

R.  C.  MORRISON  (Co-operative)...  10,250 

C.  D.  Roberts  (Conservative) 8,392 

C.  Baker  (National  Liberal)  3,181 

F.  Bartle  (Independent)  395 

1918  Election:  Prescott  (Co. -Unionist), 
11,891 ; Aldon  (Liberal),  7,293. 

KETTERING  (MID-NOR THANTS). 

Owen  Parker  (Conservative)  14,332 

•A.  E.  WATERSON  (Co-operative)  . 14,204 

1918  Election  result:  Waterson.  10,299; 
Buxton  (Co. -Liberal),  7,761  ; Ferguson 
(Nat.  Dem.),  4,489. 

PAISLEY. 

Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  Asquith  (Liberal)  . 15,005 
J.  M.  BIGGAR  (Cc-operative)  14,689 

Last  Election  (1920):  Asquith,  14,694; 

Biggar,  11,840;  M'Kean  (Conservative), 

BRADFORD,  S. 

H.  H.  Spencer  (Liberal)  13,257 

W.  HIRST  (Co-operative)  12,350 

•Lt.-Col.  Hon.  F.  V.  Willey  (Con.).-.  9,834 

1918  Election:  Willey,  11,983;  Hirst,  8,182, 
Muff  (Ind.  Liberal),  6,611.- 

KJNG'S  NORTON  (BIRMINGHAM). 

•Sir  H.  Austin  (Conservative)  8,870 

Mrs.  E.  BARTON  (Co-operative) ...  7,017 
W.  Meakin  (Liberal) 5,474 

1918  Election:  Austin,  8,809;  llackett  (Co- 
operative), 4,917 ; Birkstt  (Liberal). 
2,435. 

• SPARKBROOK  (BIRMINGHAM). 

•L.  C.  Amery  (Conservative)  13,236 

T.  F.  Duggan  (Liberal)  7 283 

E.  W.  HAMPTON  (Co-operative)...  6,3i0 

1918  Election:  Amery,  15,225;  Spires  (Co- 
operative), 3,014;  Hurst  (Liberal), 

STOCKPORT  (Two  Seats). 

•H.  Fildes  (National  Liberal)  35,421 

*W.  Greenwood  (Conservative)  33,842 

S.  F.  PERRY  (Co-operative)  17,059 

J.  C.  H.  Robinson  (Labour)  16,126 

Bye-election  (1920):  Greenwood,  22,847; 
Fildes,  22,386;  Money  (Labour),  16,042: 
Perry,  14,434;  Kindell  (Bottomlev), 
5,644;  Terrett  (Bottoniley) , 5,443- 

O'Brien  (Sinn  Fein),  2,306. 

MOSS  SIDE  (MANCHESTER). 

•Lt.-Col.  G.  B.  Hurst  (Conservative)  11,932 
A.T.Ackroyd  (Liberal)  6,743 

T.  W.  MERCER  (Co-operative) 4,G41 

1918  Election:  Hurst  (Con.),  10,621;  Stott 
(Lib.),  5,708. 


[Continued  from  third  column.] 

the  last  occasion.  In  1918  the  sent  seemed 
hopeless  for  the  Liberal,  who  polled  only 
6,611  votes  against  the  Conservative’s 
11,983.  Last  week  the  position  was 
reversed.  The  Conservative  dropped  2,600 
votes  and  got  to  the  bottom  ; the  Liberal 
added  6,646  and  reached  the  top.  The  Co- 
operative candidate  improved  his  poll  by 
4,168,  but  remained  the  second  on  the  list. 

Moss  Side  division  yielded  us  our  lowest 
poll.  It  was  recognised  from  the  first  iliat 
there  would  be  qn  uphill  fight  here,  almost 
a forlorn  hope.  The  readiness  of  the 
Labour  Party  to  concede  the  division  to  a 
Co-operative  candidate  suggested  this  from 
the  first.  Nobody  can  question  Mercer's 
sincerity,  or  his  own  strenuous  effort  to 
wiu  the  fight.  His  workers,  too,  acquitted 
themselves  creditably  and  did  not  spare 
themselves.  Moss  Side,  however,  was  the 
Last  constituency  to  adopt  a Co-operative 
candidate ; the  whole  organisation  had  to 
be  created  hurriedly ; and  tlie  election  in 
this  division  brought  the  “ Manchester 
Guardian  ” down  from  its  traditional  hon- 
ourable methods  to  the  unscrupulous 
methods  of  the  mere  party  press.  As  com- 
pared with  the  last  election,  the  poll  in- 
creased by  0,987;  of  that,  Mercer  got  4,641. 
and  the  Conservative  winner  and  the 
Liberal  runner-up  got  2,346  between  them. 


AFTER  THE  STRUGGLE. 

AN  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  POSITION. 


OUR  VICTORIES  AND  DEFEATS. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


The  results  of  the  elections  in  the  con- 
stituencies in  which  Co-operative  candi- 
dates were  plated  ought  to  do  something  to 
dispel  the  pessimism  which  filled  many 
co-operators. 

The  Party  has  returned  four  members 
out  of  its  eleven  candidates.  It  is  a bigger 
proportion  of  successes  than  was  secured 
by  the  Liberal  Party,  and  a bigger  propor- 
tion than  the  Liberals  and  National  Liberals 
combined.  It  is  oven  a bigger  proportion 
than  the  Labour  Party  secured. 

The  results  prove  that  seats  can  be 
won  by  "Co-operative”  candidates  who 
nail  their  colours  to  the  mast,  and  who 
prepare  the  ground  for  victory  by  hard 
work  beforehand. 

We  have  lost  the  Kettering  seat,  although 
Mr.  Greening  argued  some  tim©  ago  that 
in  Kettering  " the  Party  was  pushing 
against  an  open  door,"  and  that  “ no  party 
machinery  was  necessary  to  ensure  the 
representation  of  Kettering  being  sympa- 
thetic to  co-operation.”  Waterson  has 
gone  down  before  a largo  local  employer, 
whose  supporters  in  the  press  and  on  the 
platform  could  scarcely  find  anything  tco 
offensive  to  say  about  Wntenson.  The  Co- 
operative vote  was  improved  by  nearly 
4,000,  but  the  seat  was  won  by  the  Tory, 
as  the  local  newspaper  admits,  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Liberal  candidate  and  the 
fusion  of  Liberal  and  Conservative  voting 
energy.  The  combination  beat  Co-opera- 
tion by  129  votes.  There  may  be  regrets 
over  the  result,  but  (hero  is  no  despair. 

A Great  Vote. 

After  Kettering,  in  importance,  came 
Paisley.  It  was  Co-operation’s  third  try 
there.  It  was  indicated  last  week  that 
there  was  doubt  about  our  ability  to  pull 
off  a victory,  in  view  of  the  combfuaticn  of 
all  the  old  organisations  flgain.it  Biggar. 

A straight  fight  against  Asquith  — the 
greatest  Liberal  figure,  according  to  some, 
since  Gladstone— which  leaves  the  Co- 
operative candidate  in  a minority  of  only 
316,  is  a triumph  for  Co-operative  prin- 
ciples. Tli is  seat  can  be  won  by  a Co-opera- 
tive candidate,  even  from  an  Asquith  ; but 
we  venture  to  predict  that  Mr.  Asquith 
will  never  again  go  through  the  ordeal  of 
a Paisley  fight  with  a candidate  of  Biggar's 
calibre. 

Tho  Victories. 

Let  us  turn  first  of  all  to  Sheffield. 
Where  could  there  have  been  a more  deci- 
sive victory  than  Alexander’s?  The  new 
M.P.  is  one  of  the  best  type  any  party 
could  put  forward.  He  fought  a straight 
fight  against  a sitting  Member  who  had  the 
prestige  of  a Ministerial  post  in  his  favour. 
The  sitting  Member  was  also  a local  man, 
loudly  extolled  by  Tory  and  Liberal  papers. 
Liberal  and  Tory  forces  were  again  com- 
bined against  Co-operation.  Co-operation  * 
won ! The  Co-operative  majority  of  3,318 


to  the  propagation  of  Co-operative  prin- 
ciples in  the  public  bodies  within  its  area 
or  to  which  its  members  are  entitled  to  elect 
representatives.  Henderson  had  to  fight 
Liberal  and  Tory  candidates.  There  was 
no  questionable  combination ;.  there  was  a 
fair  fight  between  three  candidates ; and 
Henderson  had  a majority  of  2,903  over 
the  combined  totals  of  his  two  opponents. 

South-East  Ham  lias  been  won  by 
Barnes.  It  is  true  that  there  were  Liberal 
and  National  Liberal  candidates  opposing 
him,  and  that  together  they  polled  794 
votes  more  than  he ; but  he  had  3,999  more 
votes  than  the  candidate  whom  the  electors 
thought  next  best,  and  that  is  a.  margin 
of  superiority  which  dispels  any  blushes 
co-operators  might  have  because  the 
majority  is  not  over  both  opponents. 

North  Tottenham  had  four  candidates. 
Here  Morrison  had  1,858  more  than  the 
next  best — a Conservative — but  a combina- 
tion would  have  beaten  him.  Tho  seat  is 
not  safe,  but  it  can  be  made  safe,  and  that 
is  the  job  of  the  local  Co-operative  Party 
from  now  till  the  next  election. 

Among  the  Losers. 

The  most  serious  reverse  was  in  Stock- 
port,  where  we  had  the  experience  of  an 
earlier  contest.  It  is  true  that  Perry  added 
2,625  to  his  previous  poll  and  took  prece- 
dence over  his  Labour  colleague  in  the  race 
for  the  two  seats ; but  his  two  opponents, 
sitting  members,  changed  places.  Tho 
National  Liberal  took  precedence  over  the 
Conservative,  and  the  National  Liberal  in- 
creased his  by-election  poll  by  13,035, 
securing  a total  Of  35,421  against  Mr. 
Perry's  17,059 — more  thau  two  to  one. 
These  figures  are  hard  to  explain.  There 
were  remarkable  demonstrations  in  favour 
of  the  Co-operative  and  Labdilr  candidates 
the  night  before  the  poll,  and  the  organ- 
isers seemed  hopeful.  It  was  thought  the 
Liberals  would  plump  for  the  National 
Liberal  and  the  Conservatives  for  the  Con- 
servative: hut  the  figures  justify  those  who 
warned  the  co-operators  that  they  must 
expect  the  two  parties  to  unite  against 
Co-operation  and  Labour. 

Over  King’s  Norton  we  need  have  no 
regrets,  except  that  Mrs.  Barton  was  not 
elected.  We  should  have  been  glad  of  a 
Co-operative  victory  in  King’s  Noiton.  and 
would  have  been  glad  if  Mrs.  Barton  had 
been  the  victor ; but  the  holocaust  of  women 
candidates  of  all  parties  shows  that  she  was 
beaten  because  sue  was  a woman  just  as 
much  as  because  she  was  a co-operator. 
We  lwive  to  fight  down  both  prejudices. 
Here  the  vote  was  undoubtedly  split,  aud 
the  three  parties  to  the  contest — Liberal, 
Conservative,  and  Co-operative — have  all 
reason  to  be  dissatisfied,  aud  the  'winner 
most  reason  of  all.  lie  only  added  61  to 
liis  1918  poll ; the  Co-operative  Party  in- 
creased the  previous  poll  by  2,100,  aud  the 
Liberals  by  3,039;  but  Mrs.  Barton  came 
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is  a decisive  victory;  there  was  no  split 
vote;  there  was  the  due  reward  of  hard 
work,  patient  organisation,  careful  plat- 
form exposition,  and,  at  the  root  of  the 
triumph,  a candidate  who  understood  the 
gospel  ho  preached.  The  selection  of  a 
like  candidate,  and  the  application  ctf  like 
energy— in  time — will  enable  ns  to  repeat 
tho  Hillsborough  success  elsewhere.  In 
this  case  the  National  Liberal  improved  his 
1918  poll  of  11,171  by  641  votes;  Alexander 
improved  the  last  Co-operative  candidate’s 
vote  by  11,080.  To  achieve  such  a victory 
must  have  appeared  hopeless  at  one  stage 
in  the  campaign.  Organisation  and  ability 
have  told  their  tale. 

The  Tradeston  success  need  not  surprise 
even  those  who  have  jubilated  most  over  it. 
In  the  same  district  n Co-operative  candi- 
date had  previously  won  a seat  in  the  City 
Council  by  openly  proclaiming  his  co-opera- 
tive faith.  That  does  not  lessen  Hender- 
son’s triumph  nevertheless.  There  is 
scarcely  another  society  which  devotes 
itself  so  enthusiastically  as  K inning  Park 


second — beaten  by  1,853 — and  the  Liberal 
at  the  bottom. 

In  Sparkbrook  the  Co-operative  candi- 
date was  fighting  against  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  Colonel  Amery.  That 
was  a disadvantage,  for  the  prestige  of  a 
Minister  still  counts  even  at  the  polls.  Mr. 
Hampton  doubled  the  Co-opeiative  poll  of 
four  years  ago,  collecting  6,310  votes;  but 
the  Liberal  vote  rose  from  the  1.251  of 
1918  to  7,283,  and  the  Minister  had  a 
majority  of  5,953  over  the  Liberal,  and 
about  400  over  both  opponents.  Ther©  is 
a big  handicap  here  against  the  Co-opera- 
tive  candidate,  but  it  seems  no  greater 
thau  the  handicap  which  appeared  in  Hills- 
borough. Local  conditions  and  sentiment 
require  the  careful  attention  of  the  Co- 
operative Party  in  this  division. 

Bradford  South  seems  a more  hopefu) 
proposition.  Conservative  and  Liberal 
candidates  contested  the  seat  with  the 
Co-operative  candidate,  Mr.  Hirst,  ns  on 
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FIGHTING  THE  BATTLE 
OVER  AGAIN. 

INTERESTING  INTERVIEWS. 

Below  we  give  reports  of  interviews  and 
comments  on  the  result  of  the  election  jn 
constituencies  fought  by  Co-operators. 

TRADESTON  (GLASGOW). 

“From  the  beginning  of  the  campaign 
in  Tradeston  (Glasgow)  to  the  end,”  says 
T.  Henderson,  M.P.,  “ I fought  on  the  Co', 
operative  Party’s  programme,  and  never 
failed  to  point  out  the  objective,  tho  establish, 
meut  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth.” 
Tho  enthusiasm  shown  by  Tradeston  men 
and  women  simply  made  him  fight,  and  to-day 
he  feels  proud  of  the  great  achievement  of 
winning  the  first  Co-operative  scat  in  Scotland. 
He  modestly  disclaims  that  the  result  is  dno 
to  his  ability,  and  says  it  is  due  to  the  splendid 
work  “ of  the  finest  band  of  workers  that  ever 
rallied  round  a candidate.”  The  directors  of 
the  S.C.W.S.  and  U.C.B.S.  gave  Air.  Henderson 
excellent  support.  So,  did  the  Kinning  Park 
Society’s  board  of  directors.  The  members 
of  the  Kinning  Park  Society  also  rallied  to 
the  call,  and  supported  their  candidate  mag. 
nificently.  The  Labour  force  put  all  their 
splendid  fighting  abilities  at  the  service  of  the 
Co-operative  candidate,  and  the  unemployed 
committee  worked  like  Trojans ; and  with 
the  whole  presenting  a solid  front  to  the 
enemy,  “ victory  was  bound  to  be  ours.” 

BIRMINGHAM. 

“ The  foundations  of  future  success  in 
Sparkbrook  Division  have  been  well  and  truly 
laid,”  said  Mr.  E.  W.  Hampton,  in  an  interview 
with  our  correspondent,  after  the  declaration 
of  the  poll.  “ For  every  hundred  votes 
received  in  1918,  we  obtained  two  hundred  and 
ten  in  tills  contest.  We  have  earned  c<  •ntidence 
in  ourselves,  and  have  won  a place  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people,  and  we  believe  Sparkbrook  can 
be,  and  must  be,  won  for  the  people.” 

Mr.  Hampton  deplores  the  campaign  of 
studied  misrepresentation  indulged  in  by  his 
Liberal  opponent.  Another  handicap  was  the 
absence  of  complete  unity  in  the  working 
of  Mi'.  Hampton's  election  machinery.  While 
there  was  no  disunity  of  forces  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term,  the  existence  of  separate 
machinery-  for  the  Co-operative  and  Labour 
workers  was  not  conducive  to  smooth  working. 
Mr.  Hampton  feels  that  the  whole  question  of 
the  relafcioriehip  between  tho  two  partied  needs 
to  bo  discussed  in  the  light  of  the  experience 
gained  in  this  election. 

Mr.  Hampton  asks  me  to  convey  his  deep 
sense  of  gratitude  to  his  fine  band  of  workers, 
who  left  no  stone  unturned  in  their  efforts  to 
bring  the  contest  to  a successful  issue. 

A STAGGERING  VICTORY. 

HILLSBOROUGH. 

Mr.  Albert  Victor  Alexander  added  a 
11  y " to  his  second  name  iu  a way  that 
simply  staggered — the  other  party.  The 
Liberals,  indeed,  were  absolutely  stunned, 
for  they  lost  their  representative,  who  was 
Minister  cif  Transport  in  the  last  Govern- 
ment, by  a turnover  of  over  10.00 » votes. 
Mr.  A.  Neal  beat  the  Co-operative  candi- 
date, Mr.  A.  Lockwood,  at  the  election  in 
1918,  with  a majority  of  7,121.  Mr.  A.  1. 
Alexander,  this  year,  turned  the  tables 
with  a majority  of  3,325,  liis  following 
being  15,124,  with  11.799  against,  out  of  a 
total  electorate  of  36,191,  of  which  14,903 
are  women. 

The  newspaperSj  to  put  it  mildly,  have 
been  unfortunate  in  their  treatment  of  this 
division.  The  Sunday  papers  gave  a walk- 
over to  the  Liberal,  one  even  announced 
the  definite  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Alexander. 
And  then  at  the  close  of  the  election  it  was 
stated  there  was  a recount,  when  what 
really  happened  was  that  a batch  of  voting 
papers  had  been  misplaced,  and  as 
tweuty-eix  votes  were  in  question  it  was 
not  likely  that  would  make  much  difference 
iu  a 3,000  majority. 

Why  this  great  turnover?  Mr.  Alexan- 
der and  the  opposition  are  agreed  on  two 
points.  One,  the  perfect  organisation  ol 
the  Co-operative  and  Labour  election 
machinery,  which  worked  side  by  side  witu 
wonderful  precision.  The  other  is  tn® 
terrible  unemployment  and  its  attendant 
poverty.  Tile  Hillsborough  division  *s 
yearning  for  deliverance — engineers  have 
been  out  of  work  twelve  months  and  more. 


Mr.  Alexander  made  a special  tour 
thanks  through  the  poorest  neighbourhood. 
It  was  appalling  to  see  women  holding  to 
blouses  and  ragged  skirts  together  " 1 
pins,  with  potato  sacks  for  aprons  an 
wretched  children  with  dirty.  ^!:<?asof. 
faces,  whilst  the  menfolk  were  standing 
the  dole  pay-station  helpless! 

But  their  hope  is  in  Alexander.  On® 
young  fellow  jumped  on  the  top  ol 
motor-car  and  said:  “Get  me  some  "®  » 
Mister!  I wnnt  work!"  "We  are  g o 
to  start  straightaway."  he  promised  • 
batch  of  the  unemployed,  who  cheereu 
everywhere. 

Mr.  Alexander's  campaign  lies  been j ® 
splendid  piece  of  co-operative  propng  ’ 
aud  it  is  to  Co-operation  the  electors 
looking  for  salvation. 
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“WHO’S  WHO’.’  IN  THE  NEW  PARLIAMENT. 


BIG  ARRAY  OF  CO-OPERATORS. 

WHAT  WILL  BE  THE  EFFECT  ON  LEGISLATION? 


[ THE  LONDON  VICTORIES. 

Co-operators  iu  the  London  district  arc 
■1  lighted  with  tl»e  splendid  achievement  of 
Messrs.  Barnes  and  Morrison  in  the  South- 
East  Hmn  and  North  Tottenham  divisions. 

Bv  their  return,  the  London  Society  secures 
direct  representation  in  Parliament  h.v  its 
^resident  and  a member  of  the  management 
Lniinittee.  The  “ Sta.r,”  which  is  not  too 
friendlv  to  the  movement,  attributes  the 
victory  to  the  growth  of  co-operation  in  the 
northern  and  eastern  suburbs. 

SOUTH-EAST  HAM. 

‘•Personally  I made  tlie  solution  of  un- 
employment the  main  pi  auk  in  mv  plat- 
form.’ Mr.  Barnes  informed  a “News’' 
representative.  ” The  support  given  to  me 
jjv  the  co-operators  iu  the  division  lias  been 
splendid.  1 know  of  no  case  of  active  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  any  member  of  the 
society.  I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the 
support  I received  from  tlie  Central  Park 
[Women’s  Guild.  My  opinion  is  that  the 
decision  of  the  co-operative  movement  to 
take  up  political  action  has  been  justified 
liv  the  results.”  . . 

As  .regards  his  associations  with  the 
London  Society,  Mr.  Barnes  announced  his 
intention  of  resigning  the  presidency.  “ I 
recognise,”  he  added,  “ that  I cannot  carry 
on  my  Parliamentary  duties  effectively  and 
do  justice  to  an  important  organisation  like 
the  London  C’o-op?rative  Society.” 

NORTH  TOTTENHAM. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison  wo, re  the  victor's 
.smile  when  seen  by  a “ News  ” representa- 
tive at  Tottenham.  “North  Tottenham,” 
he  said,  “ was  won  for  Co-operation  by  the 
pluck  and  determination  of  the  cheeriest 
panel  of  workers  I have  ever  known,  I 
regard  the  result  as  a magnificent  victory. 
We  often  hear  it  .stated  that  co-operators  are 
opposed  to  politics.  I can  only  say  that 
none  of  them  appear  to  live  in  Tottenham, 
for  during  the  campaign  I never  heard  of  a 
Single  member  of  the  London  Society  baing 
against  us.  The  Guildswomen  were  splen- 
did, as  they  always  are.” 

MOSS  SIDE. 

However  handy  one  may  be  with  the 
whitewash  brush,  one  cannot  cover  up  the 
fact  that  the  Moss  Side  electors  of  Man- 
chester are  not  yet  ready  for  the  direct 
representation  of  co-operators  in  Parlia- 
ment. The  figures  plainly  show  that  the 
constituency  is  far  from  voting  co-opera- 
tive, and  it  is  apparent  that  if  the  notional 
executive  decide  to  contest  Moss  Side  again 
somebody  will  have  to  get  busy  with  pro- 
paganda and  education.  Many  reasons 
could  be  given  for  Mr.  Mercer's  defeat, 
and  they  do  not  all  centre  round  the  word 
organisation.  There  are  a large  number  of 
small  shopkeepers  in  the  constituency,  and 
they  are  not  likely  at  any  time  to  ke-easily 
persuaded  to  vote  for  a Co-operative  candi- 
date. Mr.  Mercer  stood  by  the  capital 
levy,  and  that  again  must  have  lost  him 
a lost  of  votes  amongst  clerical  workers 
connected  with  big  Manchester  firms. 
Moss  Side  is  not  a working-class  consti- 
tuency, but  that  is  no  reason  why  it  should 
not,  on  some  future  occasion,  change  from 
Conservatism  to  Co-operation. 

KETTERING. 

“ I attribute  my  defeat  largely  to  village 
intimidation  and  the  power  of  the  landed 
aristocracy,”  Mr.  A.  E.  Waterson  informed 
a “News”  representative.  “Agricultural 
labourers  were  threatened  with  dismissal  if 
they  supported  me.  Anomalies  in  the 
polling  (stations  were  very  frequent.  We 
were  handicapped  as  regards  motor-cars. 
Six  cars  to  cover  an  area  of  400  square 
miles  were  totally  inadequate.  Kettering, 
Desborough,  and  one  or  two  other  places 
mere  solid  for  me.  It  was  in  the  country 
areas  where  we  lost.  I had  the  assistance 
of  a good  agent  and  a loyal  band  of 
Workers,  who  pulled  their  full  weight 
throughout  the  fight.  Great  regret  was 
expressed  at  the  result,  and  this  was  visibly 
shown  by  hundreds  of  workers.  It  was  a 
stiff  fight;  we  had  against  tw  the  temper- 
ance people,  the  brewers,  the  Tory  and 
Liberal  solid  block,  and  a deliberate  con- 
centration by  the  private  traders.” 

PAISLEY. 

The  fight,  at  Paisley  having  been  a direct 
issue  between  capital  and  labour,  the  result 
Bhows  the  necessity  of  close  attention  to  the 
constituencies  and  the  propaganda  which  will 
be  necessary  to  retain  many  of  the  seats  which 
have  at  this  election  been  secured  in  a three- 
cornered  fight.  It  will  probably  he  generally 
agreed  that  in  every  constituency  where  it 
appears  that  Co-operative  or  Labour  repre- 
sentatives can  win  on  a three-cornered  fight, 
the  old  parties  will  join  in  a single  combat 
With  the  Labour  representative  when  the  next 
appeal  to  the  electorate  is  made.  “ There  arc 
’ no  regrets  in  connection  with  the  fight  at 
Paisley,”  says  Mr.  Biggar.  “ We  had  a most 
loyal  and  enthusiastic  band  of  workers,  and 
With  one  or  two  exceptions  practically  every 
one  who  was  associated  with  me  in  the  previous 
campaigns  at  Paisley,  joined  whole-heartedly 
in  this  contest.”  lie  thinks  the  seat  can  be 
Becurcd  on  the  next  occasion  for  Co-operation, 
but  there  must  he  concentration  of  work  and 
propaganda  in  the  constituency. 

BRADFORD  SOUTH. 

Mr.  W.  Hirst  has  no  cause  to  be  disheartened 
by  the  result  in  Bradford  (South.  The  faot 
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Below  we  give  a list  of  new  nnd  old 
Labour  M.P.’s  who  have  co-operative  asso- 
ciations. The  list  is  not  nn  exhaustive  one, 
but  it  indicates  that  there  is  plenty  of  co- 
operative strength  in  the  new  Parliament. 
How  it  will  affect  future  legislation  remains 
to  be  seen.  Injustices  to  the  movement 
should  certainly  be  reduced. 

Kinning  Park  Society,  Glasgow,  boasts  of 
six  new  M.P.'s  among  its  members — Thomas 
Henderson  (Tradeston),  Neil  Maclean  (Govan), 
Captain  John  Hay  (Cathcart),  Emmanuel 
Shinwell  (Linlithgow),  George  Buchanan  (Gor- 
bals),  and  L.  M'Ncill  (Clackmannanshire).  The 
first  two  are  already  national  figures  in  the 
co-operative  movement,  Mr.  Buchanan  made 
his  mark  at  the  Scarborough  Congress,  Captain 
John  Hay  is  a favourite  with  co-operative 
comrades’  circles  in  Glasgow  and  district,  and 
Mr.  Shinwell  is  the  Scottish  organiser  of  the 
British  Seafarers’  Union.  Mr.  M‘ Neill  Weir 
has  taught  classes  under  the  auspices  of 
Kinning  Park  Society,  and  in  1918  contested 
Argyllshire. 

Mr.  Neil  Maclean  lms  been  a strenuous 
worker  in  the  co-operative  movement  for 
many  years.  He  was  formerly  attached  to 
one  of* the  societies  in  the  east  of  Scotland, 
but  for  a considerable  time  his  activity  has 
been  chiefly  in  Kinning  Park.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  and  a frequent  dele- 
gate at  co-operative  conferences  and  federa- 
tion meetings.  Till  his  election  to  Parlia- 
ment in  1918  for  Govan,  he  was  propa- 
gandist for  the  S.C.W.S.,  nnd  devoted  nis 
energies  to  the  establishment  of  a number 
of  new  societies  and  to  the  establishment  of 
retail  branches  of  the  S.C.W.S.  in  districts 
where  it  was  not  practicable  to  establish  a 
new  society.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
since  1917,  nnd  is  a member  of  the  execu- 
tive of  the  Co-operative  Party. 

Mr.  Robert  Murray,  J.P.,  the  new  mem- 
ber for  West  Renfrewshire,  has  long  been 
nn  active  member  of  the  Barrhead  Society. 
For  several  years  he  was  a director  of  the 
“ Scottish  Co-operator  ” Newspaper  Society, 
nnd  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Henry  Dyer  he  was 
appointed  joint  editor  with  Mr.  William 
Reid.  He  was  on  the  directorate  when  the 
negotiations  were  commenced  which  led  to 
the  fusion  of  the  two  Newspaper  Societies 
in  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society.  He  has  written  several  books, 
including  the  official  jubilee  history  of  the 
Barrhead  Co-operative  Society  nnd  “The 
Land  Question  Solved.” 

Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson,  who  has  scored  a de- 
cisive victory  at  Jnrrow  over  two  opponents, 
is  well  known  to  co-operators.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Sunderland  Society,  and  nn  active 
pioneer  and  official  of  the  A.U.C.E. — now 
the  N.U.D.A.W.  He  frequently  attended 
Co-operative  Congresses,  several  -times  he 
read  papers  at  them,  and  he  edited  several 
Co-operative  Union  publications,  including 
“The  Managers’  Text-Book.” 

Mr.  T.  Cavan  Duffy,  M.P.  for  Cleator 
Moor,  is  the  president  of  the  Cleator  Moor 
Society.  He  has  delivered  some  interesting 
speeches  at  Congress,  and  was  for  a time 
on  the  Co-operative  Union  list  of  lecturers. 

Mr.  J.  Buckle,  who  won  Eccles  (Lanca- 
shire) for  Labour,  has  been  a member  of 
the  Leeds  Society  for  well  over  thirty 
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that  bo  came  within  907  votes  of  winning 
proves  the  excellent  fight  he  made  against  big 
odds.  The  two  opposing  parties  brought 
all  their  heavy  artillery  to  bear  against  him, 
and  they  had  the  strong  backing  of  the  local 
press.  As  a life-long  abstainer,  Mr.  Hirst 
was  in  favour  of  local  option,  which  his  oppo- 
nents stated  would  be  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge 
of  prohibition,  and  on  this  question  he  was 
opposed  by  the  Club  and  Institute  Union. 
The  strenuoup  work  put  in  by  his  supporters 
was  not  wasted,  however,  and  on  another 
occasion  the  result  should  be  more  satisfactory 
for  local  co-operators. 

STOCKPORT. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  J.P.,  in  an  interview 
witih  one  of  our  representatives,  stated : 
“ As  far  ns  the  Stockport  contest  is  con- 
cerned, having  regard  to  the  circumstances, 
we  are  much  encouraged  at  the  result  in 
having  gnined  nn  increase  of  3,000  votes 
,in  a clouble-Member  constituency.  Though 
there  was  no  official  Coalition,  the  Liberals 
and  Conservatives  each  rnn  one  candidate, 
and  the  parties  supported  each  other  as 
loyally  ns  they  did  in  the  b.v-election  of 
1920.  I had  a splendid  agent  in  Mr.  J. 
Drysdale.  who  rendered  a Trojan  service, 
nnd  wo  liad  the  support  of  a loyal  and 
devoted  band  of  workers.  A word  of  praise 
is  due  to  the  splendid  service  of  Mrs.  Dorn 
Taylor  and  Mr.  W,  R.  Blair.  The  Stock- 

fiort  Society  rendered  very  acceptable  help, 
ed  by  Mr.  G.  Travis,  J.P.  (president)  nnd 
Mr.  Sagar  Taylor  (secretary),  whilst  the 
women's  guilds  did  all  that  was  required.” 


years.  He  frequently  espoused  the  co- 
operative cause  at  his  election  meetings. 
His  agent  (Mr.  W.  N.  Rogereon)  is  an  old 
member  of  tlip  Walkden  Society’s  general 
and  education  committees,  and  a present 
member  of  the  Men’s  Guild. 

Mr.  David  Williams,  the  new  member 
for  Swansea  East,  has  been  president  of 
the  Swansea  Society  since  its  establish- 
ment. He  is  also  a member  of  the  Western 
Sectional  Board.  * 

No  candidate  in  the  country  received 
more  whole-hearted  support  (from  the  co- 
operative movement  than  did  Mr.  Ramsay 
Macdonald  at  Aberavon,  and  Mr.  Mac- 
donqld  expressed  high  appreciation  of  the 
efforts  of  members  of  the  several  societies 
in  his  constituency  and  for  their  most 
successful  work. 

The  Barnsley  Society  should  be  proud  of 
the  fact  that  five  of  its  members  have  been 
returned  as  Labour  Members  to  the  new 
House  of  Commons,  viz.,  Mr.  G.  H.  Hirst 
(Wentworth  Division),  Mr.  John  Guest 
(Hemsworth  Division),  Mr.  John  Potts 
(Barnsley  Division),  Mr.  F.  Hall  (Nor- 
manton  Division),  nnd  Mr.  T.  Williams 
(Don  Valley).  Mr.  Hirst  was  returned 
unopposed. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Davies,  who  will  continue  to 
represent  Westhougnton  in  Parliament,  is 
the  N.U.D.A.W.  insurance  manager.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Manchester  and  Snlford~ 
Society,  and  formerly  served  on  the  educa- 
tional committee. 

Mr.  George  Hall  (Aberdare)  is  a member 
of  the  Cwmbach  Society,  at  tlie  Miskin, 
Penrhiwceiber  branch.  _ 

Mr.  Evan  Davies,  who  held  Ebbw  Vale, 
is  a member  of  the  Ebbw  Vale  Society,  and 
Dr.  J.  H.  Williams,  who  won  Llanelly,  is 
associated  with  the  Burryport  Society. 
Alderman  William  Jenkins,  M.P.  for 
Neath,  was  originally  secretary  of  the  com- 
bined bakery  of  the  Glyncorrwg,  Cymmer, 
and  Abergwynfi  societies,  and  served  on 
the  management  committee  of  the  Cymmer 
Society. 

Mr.  Charles  Edwards,  M.P.,  was  the 
first  member  of  a local  authority  to  induce 
a public  body  to  become  a member  of  a 
society.  The  Bedwellty  Union  is  probably 
the  only  local  authority  in  South  Wales 
wliich  is  a member  of  a local  co-operative 
society. 

Mr.  Tom  Griffiths,  M.P.  for  Pontypool, 
is  a prominent  co-operator,  and  was  for- 
merly connected  with  the  Neath  Abbey 
and  Skewen  Society.  Mr.  Morgan  Jones, 
M.P.,  is  an  outstanding  personality  in  the 
movement  in  Wales,  aud  is  a frequent 
lecturer  for  educational  committees.  He 
is  a member  of  the  New  Tredegar  Society. 
Mr.  T.  I.  Mnrdy  Jones,  M.P.  for  Ponty- 
pridd, has  done  much  to  build  up  the 
Ynysybwl  Society  and  to  make  the  Tre- 
forest  branch  forge  ahead. 

Mr.  Harry  Snell,  who  succeeded  in  win- 
ning back  the  Woolwich  Division  for  Labour, 
has  contributed  articles  to  the  “ Mitigate 
Monthly,”  and  has  taken  part  in.  co-opera- 
tive prQpaganda  meetings.  Mr.  J.  T.  Shep- 
pard, a member  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  S6- 
ciety’s  management  committee,  was  not  so 
successful  in  the  West  Woolwich  Division. 

Mr.  Sidney  Webb  (Labour),  Senham,  has 
a record  of  good  co-operative  work  that-  is 
known  throughout  the  movement.  Since 
coming  North  to  conduct  nn  energetic  woo- 
ing of  the  Soaham  Division  he  has  been  a 
frequent  visitor  at  co-operative  gatherings. 
This  week  he  is  lecturing  under  the  auspices 
of  Sunderland  Society. 

Mr.  J.  Cairns  (Labour),  Morpeth,  had  the 
active  support  of  many  co-operators  in  the 
contest,  including  Messrs.  Cubans,  Wallace, 
nnd  J.  Mngin  (secretary)  of  Ashington 
Society.  Mr.  Cairns  was  treasurer  of  Bed- 
lhigton  Society  for  about  twenty  years.  At 
present  he  is  a member  of  Newcastle  Society. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Boll  (Labour),  Newcastle  East, 
was,  prior  to  his  removal  to  London,  a very 
active  member  of  Newcastle  Society.  His 
wife  was  a member  of  the  Newcastle  hoard 
of  management  and  n loading  member  of  the 
Women's  Guild. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Hannon,  who  has  again  been 
returned  unopposed  for  the  Moseley  Divi- 
sion of  Birmingham  as  a Conservative,  was 
assistant-secretary  of  the  Irish  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society  from  1896  till  1904,  but 
he  voted  for  the  application  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Profits  Tnx  to  the  proceeds  of  mutual 
trading  between  co-operators. 

Sir  Alex.  Richardson,  Conservative  M.P. 
for  Gruvesend.  is  the  brother  of  Mr.  John 
Richardson,  who  has  lieen  a lifelong  member 
ol  tiie  Dumbarton  Equitable  Society  and  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  the  Glasgow 
District  Co-operative  Conference  Associa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Willie  Wright,  who  is  the  new  Labour 
M.P.  for  Rut  her  glen,  was  at  the  time  of  his 
election  a member  of  the  -clerical  staff  of 
the  S.C.W.S.  He  preceded  Mr.  Neil  Mac- 
lean  as  the  propagandist  agent  of  the 
S.C.W.S.,  and  put  in  some  excellent  work 
in  various  parts  of  Scotland.  Before  tnking 
on  that  job  he  was  a well-known  lecturer, 
and  nowhere  was  he  more  popular  than  at 
Women’s  Guild  meetings. 


SOME  OF  THE 

CASUALTIES. 

FALLEN  FhONT  BENCHERS. 


The  new  Government  sustained  several 
casualties  in  the  elections.  Its  Minister  of 
Health,  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, the  Lord  Advocate,  the  Chief  Whip, 
the  Under-Secretary  for  Home  Affairs  (a 
Stanley  beaten  in  Preston  !),  and  the  Under- 
secretary for  Health  for  Scotland  have  all 
been  defeated. 

Sir  Arthur  Griffitli-Boscawen,  the  Health 
Minister,  was  Minister  for  Agriculture  in 
the  Coalition.  He  persistently  opposed  the 
removal  of  the  Canadian  cattle  embargo, 
even  after  the  Royal  Commission  had  re- 
ported in  favour  of  its  removal.  He  was 
defeated  in  a by-election-  at  Dudley  on  this 
issue,  and  a “ safe  seat  ” was  found  for 
him  at  Taunton  (Somerset) ; but  even 
Taunton  has  turned  him  down  in  favour  of 
his  Liberal  opponent. 

The  Lord  Advocate,  Mr.  W.  M.  Watson, 
is  one  of  the  few  Conservative  members  who 
has  lost  his  seat  to  a Liberal.  The  Financial 
Secretary,  Major  Hills,  has  been  defeated 
by  Labour  in  a straight  fight..  Colonel 
Stanley's  rejection  in  Preston  in  favour  of  a 
Liberal  was  one  of  the  surprises  of  the 
election.  The  only  one  of  the  batch  for 
whom  we  have  any  sympathy  is  Mr.  Kidd, 
the  Scottish  Under-Secretary  for  Health.  It 
was  he  who  moved  the  historic  resolution 
which  defeated  the  Government  last  year,  to 
exclude  co-operative  dividends  from  Cor- 
poration Profits  Tax. 

Some  of  members  of  the  late  Ministry, 
who  went  to  the  poll  as  National  Liberals, 
went ‘down  before  the  storm.  The  defeat  of 
Mr.  Churchill  was  perhaps  the  most  dramatic 
casualty,  but  it  was  - by  no  means  unex- 
pected, notwithstanding  the  combination 
between  National  Liberals  and  Conservatives 
which  prevailed  throughout  Scotland. 

Captain.  Freddie  Guest,  who  was  de- 
feated, was  the  Patronage  Secretary -to  the 
Treasury,  who  was  responsible  for  the  new 
regulations  regarding  the  appointment  of 
public  auditors,  which  ar$  designed  to  render 
useless  the  auditors’  classes  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union  and  the  audit  departments  of  the 
Union  and  the  two  Wholesale  Societies,  and 
to  convert  two  associations  of  accountants 
into  privileged  corporations,  with  the  right 
to  license  people  to  receive  fees  for  co-opera- 
tive audits.  Freddie  is  now  out;  so  that’s 
that. 

When  we  contemplate  the  destruction  of 
co-operative  creameries  by  the  forces  of  the 
Crown  in  Ireland,  we  welcome  the  defeat 
at  Sunderland  of  Sir  Hamar  Greenwood,  the 
Irish.  Secretary  and  Minister  responsible  for 
the  Black  and  Tan  methods. 

Labour’s  most  serious  reverse  was  in 
Whines,  where  Mr.  Arthur  Hendersou  was 
defeated.  Mr.  Henderson  was  the  organiser 
of  the  new  Labour  Party— of  “ workers  by 
hand  and  brains.”  Mr.  Walter  Halls,  whose 
defeat  at  Heywcod  we  regret,  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Nottingham  Society  and  a raem- 
l>er  of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative 
Union ; and  Mr.  Tom  Myers,  who  went  down 
in  Spen  Valley.  Mr.  Tom  Kennedy  in  Kirk- 
caldy. Mr.  T.  E.  Naylor  in  S.E.  Southwark, 
and  J.  E.  Sutton  in  Clayton  (Manchester), 
are  loyal  co-operators  whom  we  would  like 
to  have  seen  back  at  Westminster. 

The  ranks  of  the  “Wee  Frees”  are  also 
thinned  by  the  battle.  Sir  Donald  Mac- 
lean's seat  has  gone  to  Labour,  and  Mr. 
Aneurin  Williams,  till  lately  the  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance,  has  been  defeated  while  on  a 
journey  to  Australia. 


THE  1918  ELECTION. 


Curiosity  prompts  us  to  look  at  riie  results 
rom  the  four  constituencies  the  C'o-operative 
’arty  contested  in  1918.  which  had  no  Co- 
►perative  candidate  this  time.  In  Mossley 
division  of  Lancashire,  where  Mr.  Hopkin- 
;on  had  a majority  of  10,931  against  Mr. 
V.  H.  Brown,  Mr.  Hopkinaon  has  retained 
lis  seat  against  a Liberal  opponent  by  a 
unjority  of  4,577.  In  Central  Leeds,  Mr. 
Smith,  the  Co-operative  candidate,  polled 
5 146  votes,  and  was  defeated  by  n Co.-Lib. 
vith  11,474  votes  and  an  Independent  who 
lolled  2.634.  This  time  the  seat  has  gone 
I’ory,  the  ex-member  polling  only  6,260,  a 
Labour  candidate  polling  7,844,  and  the  vic- 
tor polling  14,137.  In  East  -Stirling  and 
Clackmannan,  Mr.  Ralph  Glyn  (Co  -U.) 
lad  a 1,018  majority  against  Mr  H.  J.  May, 
vith  a Liberal  713  votes  below  Mr  May  at 
dm  1918  election.  Last  week  a Labour  can- 
lidate  had  a majority  of  2,933  over  a Liberal, 
mil  Mr.  Glyn  was  at  the  bottom  with  491 
rotes  less  than  the  Libera!,  although  his 
lotal  was  117  more  than  it  was  four  years 
.go.  In  1918  Kilmarnock  gave  the  Hon. 
\lex.  Shaw  a majority  of  6.916  over  Mr. 
Peter  Malcolm  in  a straight  fight.  Last 
,voek  Mr.  Shaw  defeated  the  Labour  candi- 
late,  also  in  a straight  fight,  by  2,239.  In 
two  of  the  seats,  therefore,  the  representa- 
tion remains  unchanged,  one  has  changed 
from  Liberal  to  Tory,  and  the  other  from 


On  the  minutes  of  the  Joint  Parl-nmentary 
Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Congress  it 
was  resolved  at  the  United  Board  meeting, 
on  Saturday,  to  place  on  record  the  hoard  s 
appreciation  of  the  strenuous  fight  made  by 
all  the  Co-operative  candidates  at  ths 
Parliamentary  elections  nnd  its  regret,  that 
Mr.  A.  E.  Wnterson  had  not  been  returned* 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


IMPROVING  THE 

SHINING  HOUR 

TREDEGAR  SOCIETY'S  PUSH. 

LEAFLETS  AT  POLITICAL 

MEETINGS. 

Last  week  saw  tho  carrying  out  of  co- 
operative propaganda  at  Tredegar  in  the 
midst  of  the  turmoil  of  the  general  election. 
Rather  than  bo  daunted  by  the  prevailing 
election  excitement,  Mr.  Whitney  and  his 
helpers  found  a congenial  atmosphere  for 
developing  co-operative  interest  among  the 
men  and  women  thronging  the  political 
meetings. 

Among  other  things  done  for  the  benefit 
of  co-operation,  several  thousand  copies  of 
the  booklet  " Tho  Magic  Basket  ” were 
effectively  distributed,  together  with  a number 
of  other  publications  likely  to  convince 
audiences  that  whilst  they  were  keenly 
desirous  of  improving  matters  through  political 
action,  there  is  always  ready  to  their  hands  a 
weapon  capable  of  breaking  down  monopoly, 
privilege,  and  the  sectional  power. following  in 
the  wake  of  money  advantage  under  a 
competitive  system. 

At  the  co-operative  meetings  the  free  dis- 
tribution of  the  National  Publishing  Society’s 
periodicals  created  considerable  interest,  and 
should  lead  to  the  increased  circulation  of  the 
“ Co-operative  News  ” and  other  publications, 
particularly  “ Woman’s  Outlook  ” and  “ Our 
Circle,”  in  both  of  which  the  women  were 
keenly  interested,  whilst  many  of  them  con- 
fessed they  had  been  until  then  quite  unaware 
of  the  existence  of  the  publications  in  question. 

No  Need  For  Gloom. 

In  the  course  of  several  addresses,  Mr. 
George  E.  Griffiths  (national  organiser)  pointed 
out  that  the  great  thing  needed  to-day  in 
South  Wales  was  trade ; but  there  was 
another  great  need  which  must  be  recognised 
and  overcome  before  permanent  improve- 
ment could  be  hoped  for  either  in  the  lives  of 
the  people  or  in  the  condition  of  their  co- 
operative societies.  That  need  was  to  get 
rid  of  the  spirit  of  despair  and  apathy  which 
possessed  so  many  to-day,  and  to  put  in  its 
place  a new  spirit  of  hopefulness.  Members, 
said  the  speaker,  had  allowed  themselves  to 
grow  despondent  and  gloomy  as  the  result  of 
the  circumstances  in  which  they  found  them- 
selves since  the  end  of  the  war.  The  first  need, 
therefore,  was  to  shake  off  this  apathy  and 
despair,  and  to  remember  that  it  was  not  nearly 
so  important  to  worry  about  the  debts  which 
they  were  not  just  now  able  to  meet,  as  it 
was  to  spend  their  ready  money  with  their 
own  institution. 

As  an  example  of  the  comparative  impor- 
tance of  these  two  factors  in  co-operative 
success,  Mr.  Griffiths  pointed  out  that  if  the 
200,000  co-operators  in  the  Western  Section 
would  each  spend  one  pound  every,  week 
with  their  own  stores,  that  would  make  total 
sales  approximating  to  £10,000,000  a year, 
and  as  it  could  pretty  safely  be  assumed  that 
this  amount  of  trade  would  return  a shilling 
dividend  it  would  mean  that  there  would  be 
available  ten  million  shillings  to  enable 
members  to  pay  off  their  debts.  Ten  million 
shillings  meant,  of  course,  £500,000,  and  that 
sum  would  go  a very  long  way  towards  wiping 
out  the  whole  of  the  debts  owing  to  societies 
in  South  Wales.  The  first  thing  needed  there- 
fore was  to  get  rid  of  any  feeling  of  despair ; 
next  they  should  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  improve  the  trade,  and  ultimately  the 
dividend  earned  in  the  society  would  once 
again  put  every  member  in  an  independent 
position. 


BARRY  SOCIETY'S  GROWTH. 

DonrNG  the  past  quarter  ending  October 
17th,  1922,  the  Barry  and  District  Society  has 
opened  a new  branch  on  the  Witchell  Estate, 
and  also  launched  into  a chemistry,  drug,  and 
dispensing  department  at  tho  central  depot, 
Broad-street.  Up  to  the  present  time,  owing 
to  tho  state  of  immaturity,  no  forecast  can  bo 
made  of  their  success,  but  if  the  existing 
establishments  results  are  a criterion,  then 
good  business  may  be  expected.  The  business 
proclivities  of  tho  society  are  demonstrated 
by  the  fact  that  although  the  Witchell  Estate 
scheme  has  only  been  completed  a matter 
of  a few  months,  the  co-operative  society  is 
the  first  establishment  in  its  midst. 

Tho  membership  of  tho  society,  with  its 
nine  • branches  is  3,430,  an  increase  of  sixty 
from  the  previous  quarter,  and  of  those  2,472 
aro  fully  paid  with  £2  or  more  share  capital. 
The  sales  for  tho  quarter  amounted  to  £37,288, 
and  tho  surplus  arising  therefrom  is  £2,328 
Is.  4d.,  after  providing  for  depreciation- 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


[From  Our  Special  Correspondents.] 

A conference,  of  the  Western  Section 
Women’s  Guilds  will  bo  held  at  the  Cowbridgc- 
road  Hall,  305,  Cowbridgo-road,  Cardiff,  on 
Monday,  the  27th  inst.  There  will  be  an  after- 
noon and  evening  session.  In  the  afternoon 
Councillor  Juck  Games  will  lecture,  and  in  tho 
evening  Mrs.  Prosser  (president  of  the  national 
guild)  will  be  present. 

A series  of  social  , events  has  been  arranged 
by  the  Canton  Women's  Guild,  Cardiff,  for  the 
purpose  of  augmenting  the  Women’s  Guild 
Congress  Fund.  The  first  will  be  a whist  drive 
al  tho  Cowbridge-road  Hall,  on  Thursdayj 
November  30th.  . ♦ « 

The  market  garden  venture  of  the  Barry 
Society  is  doing  well.  The  society  acquired 
about  eix  acres  of  land  at  Rhooso,  and  some 
excellent  fruit  and  vegetables  have  been  pro- 
duced. The  innovation  has  been  so  successful 
that  other  societies  are  contemplating  tho 
launching  of  a similar  scheme  to  provide  mem- 
bers with  co-operative  market  garden  produce. 
The  chemist’s  shop  opened  by  the  Barry 
Society  has  fully  justified  its  establishment. 

The  turnover  of  the  Barry  Society  for  thir- 
teen weeks  amounts  to  £37,040,  as  compared 
with  £38,000  for  the  corresponding  quarter  of 
last  year.  Prices  during  the  past  twelve 
months  have  dropped  between  30  per  cent,  and 
40  per  cent.  The  society  will  declare  a 
dividend  of  Is.  on  purchases. 

Both  the  New  Tredegar  and  Mid-Rhondda 
societies  have  experienced  a bad  period.  The 
Mid-Rhondda  Society  has  just  managed  to 
come  through  the  past  six  months  with  a 
slight  trading  profit,  but  insufficient  to  pay  a 
dividend.  The  fact  that  the  society  has  suc- 
ceeded in  keeping  on  the  right  side  indicates 
that  better  results  will  be  obtained  during  tho 
current  half-year.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
New  Tredegar  Society  has  felt  the  full  effect 
of  trade  depression,  and  sales  for  the  last  half- 
year  are  down  to  £83,000,  which  has  made  it 
impossible  to  show  a disposable  balance.  How- 
ever, the  society  has  managed  to  pull  through 
with  only  a slight  trading  loss. 

An  intensive  campaign  to  increase  trade  and 
capital  is  being  launched  by  the  Treharris 
Society,  and  Mr.  Burt  Williams  has  been 
engaged  by  the  management  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  neutralising  the  effects  of  the 
present  depression.  . 4 * 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Treharris  educa- 
tional committee  relegated  the  question  of 
holding  an  eisteddfod  to  a sub-committee.  Mi-. 
A.  Powell,  who  presided,  gave  a review  of  the 
work  done  by  the  committee  during  the  year. 
Mr.  T.  Jenkins  (John-street)  was  re-elected 
secretary,  and  Mr.  Powell  president. 

During  the  election  at  Aberavon,  if  Mr. 
Ramsay  Macdonald’s  workers  found  them- 
selves up  against  ” any  difficulty  they  could 
not  overcome,  their  slogan  was,  “ Send  for  Joe 
Brown.”  No  ono  in  tho  district  knows  the 
ropes  better  than  the  secretary  of  the’  Port 
Talbot  educational  committee,  and  he  proved  ' 
himself  to  be'  one  of  the  finest  assets  in  Mr. 
Macdonald’s  organisation.  From  the  com- 
mandeering of  a typewriter  to  the  execution  of 
a mammoth  poster,  Councillor  Brown  showed 
how  things  could  be  done — and  did  them. 

Having  temporarily  taken  over  the  riding- 
school  for  the  purpose  of  executing  an  election 
poster — bigger  and  better  than  anything  ever 
before  seen  in  Aberavon — the  work  was  just 
completed  when  the  regimental  sergeant-major 
arrived.  Then  there  arose  the  difficulty  of 
removing  the  poster  and  fixing  it  over  Mr. 
Macdonald’s  committee  - rooms.  Obviously 
this  part  of  the  work  of  decorating  Aberavon 
was  too  much  for  ordinary  individuals,  so  Joe 
Brown  asked  the  fire  brigade  to  do  it — and 
they  did.  Need  anyone  wonder  why  the 
co-operative  movement  is  forging  ahead  in  Joe 
Brown’s  diocese  ? , , * 

Caerau  and  Maestcg  Society  having  decided 
to  appoint  a lady  organiser  and  canvasser, 
interviewed  a number  of  candidates  on  Monday 
evening.  The  New  Tredegar  Society  have  also 
decided  to  act  similarly,  as  there  is  abundant 
scope  for  activities  among  tho  women  in  the 
area  covered  by  the  society. 


Two  artists  of  well-known  ability  write 
of  the  “ Millgate  Monthly  ” ns  “ your  in- 
teresting magazine,  tho  high  tone  of  which 
we  greatly  appreciate.” 


HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 
NOWADAYS. 

Bath  and  Tworton. — The  final  report  and 
balance  sheet  of  the  Twer  ton  Society  (now 
amalgamated  with  Bath  Society)  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  meeting  of  members  held  on 
November  13th.  Mr.  E.  G.  Haskins,  J.P. 
(president),  occupied  the  chair.  The  report 
notified  that  the  membership  had  increased 
to  6,833,-  and  with  tho  transfer  of  1,103 
from  the  Bath  Society  would  give  a mem- 
. bership  of  ,7.936  for  tlie  new  society.  The 
sales  lor  the  half-year  amounted  to  £81,435. 
Capital  hud  increased  by  £1,338,  reserves 
by  £566,  and  depreciation  reserves  by 
£1.813  on  last  year.  After  providing  for 
share  interest  (£1,840)  and  depreciation 
(£684),  the  surplus  disposable  of  £4,077 
allowed  an  increase  in  the  dividend  from 
10(1.  to  Is.  in  the  pound.  In  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  the  President  re- 
marked upon' the  very  satisfactory  develop- 
ment of  membership,*  capital,  reserves,  and 
the  surplus  for  disposal  as  dividend.  The 
only  thing  to  be  regretted  was  the  de- 
crease in  trade,  but  when  they  remembered 
the  lnrge  number  of  members  wlio  were 
suffering  from  -unemployment  and  under- 
employment it  was  not  surprising  that  the 
volume  of  trade  suffered. 

Carmarthen. — Mr.  W.  T.  Jefferies  pre- 
sided over  the  quarterly  meeting  on  Satur- 
day. The  report  for  the  six  mouths  ended 
October  3rd  stated  that  the  membership 
showed  a slight  decrease  on  the  period,  and 
stood  at  985.  Share  capital  showed  an  in- 
crease of  £191  on  the  last  period,  and  stood 
at  £8.093.  Tims,  the  average  amount  of 
capital  held  by  each  member  in  the  society 
was  £8  4s.  4(1.  Although  the  sales  were 
not  what  the  committee  would  like  them 
to  be,  they  amounted  to  £13,697,  and  there 
was  a surplus  for  disposal  amounting,  ulti- 
mately, to  £691  15s.  3d.,  which  was  recom- 
mended for  disposal  in  the  following  way : 
Interest  on  capital,  £192  16s.  6d. ; dividend 
to  members  at  9d.  in  the  poundT  £450; 
dividend  to  non-members  at  4]d.  in  the 
pound,  10s. ; and  collective  assurance  pre- 
mium, £49  10s.  4d.  The  committee  say : 
" The  expense  of  running  the  business,  as 
shown  by  the  accounts,  is  a heavy  item, 
but  it  will  cost  no  more  if  our  trade  were 
substantially  increased.  On  our  present 
trade  we  have  a surplus  of  £695  17s.  3jd. 
in  six  months.  If  our  trade  were  increased 
by  £40  per  week  the  surplus  would  have 
been  enough  to  pay  a Is.  dividend,  and  if 
the  trade  were  increased  by  £100  per  week 
the  dividend  would  be  still  more.  An  in- 
crease of  £40  per  week  is  a very  small 
matter  for  our  membership;  indeed,  it 
conies  to  but  lOd.  per  member  per  week. 
You  spend  this  at  other  places  of  business, 
why  .not  do  so  at  your  own  shops,  and  for 
your  own  benefit?”  The  most  flourishing 
department  of  the  society  is  the  bakery. 
The  value  of  its  productions  amounted  to 
£3,223  (luring  the  six  months.  A second 
van  for  delivery  in  the  vicinity  has  been 
set  on  the  road  since  tlie  end  of  the  period. 
Under,  the  collective  assurance  scheme  the 
society  has  now  paid  forty-four  claims, 
amounting  in  all  to  £178. 

Gloucester. — Tlie  annual  meetings  of  the 
Gloucester  Society  took  place  at  Chelten- 
ham on  Tuesday,  November  14th,  and  at 
Gloucester  on  Wednesday,  November  15th. 
Councillor  A.  J.  Burlton.  J.P.,  presided  at 
both  places.  At  the  Gloucester  meetiug 
the  Clinirman,  referring  to  sonie  of  the 
chief  items  of  the  balance  sheet,  which  were 
given  in  our  last  week's  issue,  pointed  hut 
that  a fair  comparison  with  the  September 
half-year  of  1921  could. not,  of  course,  .be 
made  without  taking  into  aecouiit  the  fall 
in  prices.'  Tlie  average  decrease  in  prices 
during  the  six  months  was  42  per  cent,  ctf 
the  pre-war  figure.  This  represented  19 
per  cQnt.  of  the  1921  figure,  and  if  the 
trade  hnd.  fallen  in  the  same  proportion  the 
society  would  have  lost  £74,000,  but  the 
actual  decrease  was  £53,000  only,  or  13$ 
per  cent.  The  opening  of  a new  branch  had 
made  an  inorease  in  butchery  receipts, 
whilst  drapery,  furnishing,  and  coal  also 
showed  increases,  especially  tlie.  latter. 
The  result  of  the  elections  was  declared  by 
the  chairman  as  follows: — Mrs.  A.  M. 
Prosser,  Mr.  W.  B.  Mallard,  and  Mr.  T. 
W.  Norcott  were  elected  to  the  general 
committee,  and  Mrs.  E.  Critchley  and 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Click  and  W.  H.  Palmer  to 
tlie  educational  committee.  The  Chairman 
said  lie  was  proud  to  present  to  the  mem- 
bers such  a balance  sheet.  They  hnd  been 
able  to  increase  the  dividend  Id.  in  the 
pound  and  at  tlie  same  time  to  clear  off 
the  balance  of  the  farm  improvement  fund, 
to  provide  £500  for  estimated  Corporation 
Profits  Tax  and  £500  special  depreciation 
Cheltenham  property.  Stocks  also  were 
taken  at  present-day  values.  The  whole 
of  the  committee's  recommendations  were 
carried,  including  a grant  of  £10  to  tlie 
fund  for  Mr.  Edward  Owen  Greening,  and 
a grant  of  £100  for  the  relief  of  members 
of  the  society  in  distress. 

Treharris. — The  quarterly  meetings  were 
held  last  week,  terminating  with  one  of 
the  best  attended  gatherings  at  the  Co- 
operative Hall  on  the  Saturday.  Mr. 
Philip  Davies  (president)  occupied  the 
chair.  The  report,  which  clearly  indicated 
the  troublesome  period  through  which  the 
society  was  passing,  stated  that  the  cash 
sales  for  the  17  weeks  amounted  to  £40,049, 
a decrease  on  the  last  period  of  £9,340. 
The  share  capital  and  interest  now  amounted 
to  £27,740  18s.  3d.,  a decrease  on  the  last 
period  of  £2,631  12s.  Thirty  new  members 
joined  during  the  period.  There  was  no 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 
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SOUTH-WESTERN  NOTES. 

[ From:  Our  Own  Correspondents.] 

Congratulations  from  tlie  south-west  t 
Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  M.P.,  the  victor  of  Hills* 
borough  ! Before  he  so  very  successfully  fiH^J 
the  office  of  secretary  to  -the  Joipt  Parlia 
mentary  Committee  Mr.  Alexander  was  a keen 
and  able  member  of  the  Westou-super-Mare 
Society’s  general  committee,  and,  along  with 
his  esteeriied  colleague  (Mr.  W.  Brown),  was 
largely  responsible  for  the  progressive  activities 
of  the  society.  The  new  M.P.’s  Parliamentary 
career  will  be  closely  followed  by  many 
co-operators  in  the"  south-west. 

One  recognises  the  importance  attached  to 
the  co-operative  vote  by  the  various  candidates 
in  the  manner  they  carefully  and  exhaustively 
replied  to  the  Cooperative  Party’s  question- 
naire wherever  this  was-  placed  before  them. 
Much  yet  remains  to  be  done,  however,  to 
make  the  co-operative  vote  effective.  It  would 
doubtless  be  a good  thing  if  the  various  co- 
operative societies  in  the  same  constituency 
were  to  meet  periodically  to  consider  the  poll. 

tical  situation  as  it  affects  tliem,  and  also  to 
devise  means  whereby  tlie  co-operative  vote 
in  the  constituency  could  be  organised  for  use 
on  any  and  every  occasion. 

At  Exmouth  a scries  of  meetings  has  been 
arranged  at  which  the  Go-operative  Insurance 
Society  are  providing  the  speakers,  in  con- 
junction with  the  sectional,  organiser. 

The  Bovey  Tracey  Women’s  Guild  is  now 
firmly  established,  and  is  quite  busy  with  the 
winter’s  programme.  The  members  make  the 
best  possible  use  of  the  society’s  assembly 
room,  and  their  monthly  socials  aro  very 
popular.  Recently  Bovey  was  the  meeting- 
place  of  the  representatives  of  the  Devon 
Section  of  the  Women’s  Guild  of  the  South- 
Western  area.  Mrs.  Roberts  (Plymouth)  gave 
an  inspiring  arid  thought-provoking  address  on 
“ The  Trade  Campaign,”  in  which  she  advo- 
cated as  special  features  making  specialists  of 
employees,  systematic  advertising,  co-operative 
shopping  weeks,  and  united  committees  for 
progressive  trade,  educational,  and  propa- 
gandist purposes.  Quite  an  interesting  dis- 
cussion followed,  in  which  Mrs.  Pearco 
(Exmouth),  Mrs.  Warren  (Exeter),  Mrs.  Wain 
(Exeter),  Mrs.  Mudge  (Paignton),  Mrs.  Watts 
(Newton  Abbot),  and  others  took  part.  Mr. 
J.  Tellwright  (manager,  Bovey  Tracey  Society, 
and  Devon  district  committee)  also  addressed 
the  gathering.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

The  Newton  Abbot  Society’s  educational 
committee  opened  their  winter  session  with  a 
very  successful  concert- meeting  at  Ipplepcn. 
A local  concert  party  provided  the  musical 
items,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Willis  (chairman  of  the 
Devon  district  committee)  gave  a very  able 
address  on  “ Co-operation  and  the  Consumer.’ 
The  audience  were  keenly  interested,  and  are 
looking  forward  to  an  extension  of  co-operation 
in  tho  district.  * * » 

The  sectional  organiser  is  arranging  to  put 
in  a week’s  work  in  the  Newton  Abbot  district. 

The  Devon  district  committee  have  arranged 
visits  to  the  following  societies  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Flowers  (sectional  organiser) : Exmouth, 

Bovey  Tracey,  Newton  Abbot,  and  Tiverton. 
Capital  and  trade  campaigns  will  be  developed 
during  his  visit  to  these  societies. 

The  Wlritly  Sports  Club,  started  amongst  the 
employees  of  the  C.W.S.  butter  factory.  Bris- 
lington,  held  a most  successful  whist  drive  in 
the  dining-room  on  Thursday,  last  week, 
eighty-eight  members  and  friends  being 
present.  The  prizewinners  were  Miss  Id- 
Stamp  and  Miss  L.  Chcsterman,  and  Mr-  K* 
Arnott  and  Mr.  Pembury ; travelling  prizes* 
Mrs.  P.  Bryan  and  Mr.  Bryan.  Miss  D-  Hall 
and  Mr.  F.  Hall  were  presented  with  prizes 
won  at  the  tennis  tournament  held  during  tho 
summer.  All  the  members  are  keenly  looking 
forward  to  the  next  whist  drive. 


[Continued  from  preceding  column.] 

dividend  on  purchases  this  period.  The 
low  wages  at  present  prevailing  had  oe” 
barred  members  from  reducing  the  debt  »s 
the  committee  would  like.  Full  deprecia- 
tion and  interest  hnd  been  met,  Rnd 
loss  hnd  reduced  the  reserve  fund  to  £2,zW. 
The  committee  believed  that  they  had  go" 
through  the  worst  period,  and  that  t 
obstacles  facing  the  society  were  not  |I,S,‘.' 
mountable.  The  bnlnnce  sheet  was  u»n.‘  ' 
mously  adopted,  and  the  recopimenairt; 
of  the  management  board  discontinu"^ 
the  sanction  of  withdrawals  from 
capital  endorsed.  A notice  of  motion 
arranging  the  method  of  voting  fur  sen 
on  the  board  was  introduced  by  Mr.  A. 
Appcrley,  and  adopted. 


November  2“,  1922. 
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Chapter  XIII. 

'When,  after  a long  pause.  John* lifted  Ids 
Lend,  lie  looked  into  Mary’s  eyes  with  a 
wouder  and  admiration  and  love  that  made 
his  fare  radiant.  “ Is  it  possible?’’  he  asked, 
holding  her  away  a little. 

She  smiled  at  him  gloriously.  The 
prisoner  pleads  guilty,”  .she  laughed.  “I 
have  ridden  along  the  road  every  day  to 
meet  you,  but  I did  not  know  why  I was  so 
disappointed  when  you  failed-  to  appear — 
until. you  kissed  me.  That  is  a shameless 
confession — and  1 don’t  care.” 

“Neither  do  I,”  he  said,  “ not  at  this 
moment.  We  are  aloue.  There  is  no  one 
else  on  earth.  How  beautiful  you  are — all 
llower  and  sunlight  and  fragrance,  but  we 
are  mad,  dearest,  mad.” 

She  laughed, again,  her  white  teeth  gleam- 
ing beneath  crimson  lips.  “ Tell  me  about 
it,''  she  demanded.  “Everything.  Your 
inmost  thoughts.” 

• I love  you,  love  youi  love  you,”  he 
answered. 

“ Then  why  have  you  kept  out  of  sight?” 
she  asked.  “ Why  did  you  look  angry  and 
want  to  run  away  when  I rode  up  to-day?” 

“ That  other  day  when  I saw  you  home,” 
lie  said,  “ before  I Knew  who  you  were,  you 
got  into  my  brain,  into  my  blrod.  All  the 
way.  as  we  rode.  I said  to  myself:  ‘ She  is 
a gift  from  God — lovely,  entrancing,  be- 
wildering, perfect.  Her  smile  is  like  old 
wine,  her  voice  is  music,  her  mind  a gem.’ 

“ Go  on”  she  breathed  softly. 

“Then  I learnt  your  name.  It  meant 
exile,  exile  from  Paradise.  I rode  away, 
leaving  my  dreams  scattered  and  broken  on 
the  road.  There  was  no  hope,  not  a shr.ed. 
The  more  I thought'  of  it;  the  clearer  it 
l*ecame.  So  I tried  to  forget — and  could  not. 
The  gates  of  Eden  were  closed,  but  I stood 
outside  peering  through  the  bars.” 

He  took  her  bauds  and  kissed  them.  She 
watched  him  with  eyes  that  shone  like  moo%? 
lit  pools.  j. 

“Yes,”  she  whispered,  "and  then?” 

• Then  I rode  to  the  spot  where  I met 
vou,”  he  continued.  “ I meant  to  say  good- 
bye to  it — and  you.  Now  I am  holding 
your  hands  and  looking  into  your  eyes.  Yet 
it  m»st  end.” 

“It  never  shall,”  she  an^wpred..,  '‘Not 
while  we  have  breath,  John ” 

“ Mary.-’  lie  whispered.  " Call  me 
Jack ", 

‘‘Jack,  soul  and  heart  of-  me,  it  never 
shall.  Tell  me  of  your  future,  your  hopes, 
your  prospects,  your  plans.  They  are  mine. 
I demand  them.” 

He  obeyed,  unhesitatingly,  hiding  noth- 
ing, though  it  left  him  with  a beggarly  array 
of  possibilities.” 

A pretty. .suitor  for  the  hand  of  Sir  Wil- 
’OidreycFs  daughter,”  lie  concluded  bit- 


, ham  , 

‘telly.  " “ A 
•eligible.” 

• Jack.”  she 


tramp 


would 

her 


be  almost 


put  her  hands  on  his 
fhoulder,s  apd-emiled.  “I  am  nothing  of 
the  hind.  1 am  Mary  Struthers.  a jiennile&s 
orphan-  d'hom  lie  has  befriended.  I have 
no  claim  on  him,  none  whatever.  Nor  has 
lie  any  authority  over  me.  Do  you  think, 
if  he  had,  that  I would  giv>e  you  up?  Is  not 
,niy  own  happiness  and  destiny  my ' own 
affair.?  ' Listen.  You  go  back  to  London 
next  week ; I will  wait  for  you.  We  are 
botlrybnwg,' : Pass  -your  final  examination. 
’Mttkey. ^Uije  oi.  earning  a living.  Then, 
whether  you  .foe  rich  or  , poor,  famous- or  uu- 
kijoiyn.  I will'  throw  in  my  lot  with  you. 
You*  "tan ' Write  to  me.  toll  me  all  your 
tri o raphi f »li ry our  difficulties.  I shall  share 
them  iq  .seurat,  be  with  you  in  spirit,  wait- 
ing for  you  lovingly  and  loyally.” 

” If, Sir  William  knew,”  said  John,  “lie 
misfit  :&ry -fit  was  deceitful.-  T would  rather 
face  him:  and  tell  the  truth  now.  Whatever 
he  said  or. -did,  wa  coyld  still  wait.”  „ 

“ No,  Jack,”  she  said  firmly,  , “ 1-Je  would 
he  justified  in  refusing  to' listen  to  you  now. 
He  might  he  angry  .and  offensive'.  When 
you  are  qualified  it  will  bo  different.  You 
would  have  reason  us  well  as  right. on  your 
side.”  x 

A woman’s  voice  softened  h.v  love  is 
stronger  than  the  gods,  and  John  gave  way. 
Ho  would  see  her  daily  till  he  departed,  write 
to  her  daily  when  away,  and  be  hack  again 
in  six  months  for  another  holiday. 

So  they  made  their  plans,  drawing  them 
with  the  free  and  gene  robe  hand 'of  youth, 
tinting  them  with  brushes  dipped -in  Flem- 
ing colours  full  of  promise  and  nope,  l'lvhry 
day  they  met  on  thcnlbcfr'ririd’^pU't  del  it  iflW«- 
hours  in  the  seclusion  of  some  dell  stidh  ns 
lie  had  first -'shown.  IkeiVf  It.  Bvfcs,  a glomjw., 
lime,  and  they  .tix-asufetl,  o-yery  .mnmeit^pf 
it  as  a precious  fueiiK>rS-  to >up(m  ivligfl 
they  were  apart.  u ; mniy  , • i.  \f 

On  the  last  ovening-hp/pro  fJtfJMl's.ibolid^y 
expircvl  when  diiulerh-.wpB-. -oj'ftr,  qnd  fcyir. 
William  hudllili , the  . eigne  .s|h>  always  nnsisj^d 
upon,  knowing Jthat  ho. enjoyed  it-,  he  asked, 
her  to  cony)  and  sit?  beside  him 

”1  tv  a rife'  to  talk  Mftto  you  about  your 
future,”  he-aiud.  ‘‘It ’is  beecssary.  Vou 
will  Hix>n  be. twenty-one.” 

” Yes,”  she  answered.  “ I,  also,  would 
like  to  discuss  it.  You  have  been  very  good 
to  me,  very  generous,  and  I nm  very  happy. 

But  the  expense  of  my  

^'Expsnsel”  he  interrupted.  “My  dear 


child,  you  run  ,my  house  at  a marvellously 
low  figure.  Compared  with  the  woman  who 
left  it,  you  are  us  a caterpillar  to  n boa- 
constrictor.  Never  mention  cost  to  me 
again.” 

” I do  my  best,”  she  said.  “ Only  an  in- 
grate would  do  less,  but  you  know, 

1 Gunrdy,’  I feel  sometimes  that  I nm  too 
much  a part  of  the  place.  That  I have  no 
purpose,  or  initiative  of  my  own.  No  foot- 
hold where  1 can  stand  iildne." 

” You  will  never  need  it,”  he  answered. 

” Let  me  tell  you  my  plans.  As  you  know,, 
I have  no  children,  but  I have  a considerable 
amount  of  wealth  which  somebody  will  some- 
day inherit.” 

” Yes,"  she  said.  ' ‘ ' You  must  be  very 
rich.  People  speak  of  it  with  awe,  as  if  it 
were  a kind  of  deity.” 

‘‘It  is,"  he  answered  grimly.  'The 
Golden  Calf.  Humanity  has  pushed  its 
other  gods  aside  so  that  it  may  worship  at . 
the  true  shrine.  Let. that  pass.  I propose 
to  give  you  my  name  (you  can  assume  it  by 
a certain  process)  and  then  make  you  my 
sole  heiress."  : 

“Make  me!"  she  cried.  11  But  I don’t' 
want  it.  What  coyld  I do  with  such  a for- 
tune ? It  would  worry  me,  be  a burden.  I 
am  not  used  to  money." 

“ You  think  of  yourself  as  you  are,”  he 
said.  “ I am  looking  ahead.  When  you  go 
into  the  world,  into  society,  as  I intend  you 
shall,  bearing  my  name,  known  to  he  the 
certain  inheritor  of  my  wealth,  you  will  find 
yourself  much  sought  after.  In  time — not. 
yet,  I hope — you  will  want  to  marry,  and  the 
man  you  choose,  -whatever  his  rank  or  posi- 
tion, will  be  a fortunate  person.” 

She  blushed,  thinking  of. . her  lover.  Sir 
William  saw  it.  ^iid  smiled,  imagining  that 
the  subject  was  new  to  her. 

‘‘There  is  a certain  danger  in  taking  vou 
into  society,”  he  continued.  ‘ It  contains 
those  who  would  make  themselves  very 
agreeable  to  you,  but  you  would  be  better 
«ead  tban  married  to  one  of  them.  There 
a, re  others  who  devote  their  lives  to  high 
purposes.  It  is  my  hope  and  desire  that 
you  will  fiud  one  among  them  who  is  worthy 
of  you.” 

She  was  silent.  This  view  of  her  future 
was  quite  natural  to  her  guardian,  but  the 
memory  of  Joplin  Purchase  with  the  Jqvelight 
in  liis  eyes  made  it  embarrassing.  . Deceit 
of  any  kind  was  hateful  to  her,  yet  it  was 
difficult  to  be  candid. 

" I have  no  desire  to  marry — yet,"  she  re- 
plied. “Even  if  I had  I might  not  find 
among  the  people  yon  mention  a man  who 
satisfied  me.  It  would  have  to  be  the  man, 
not  his  pedigree  or  position.  What  then?” 

He  looked  at  her  quickly,  then  smiled,  as 
lie  c-fton  did  in  her  presence,  and  seldom 
elsewhere. 

“ If  you’ve  created  an  ideal  man,  from 
the  pages  of  romantic  novels,  you  are  almost 
certain  to  fall  in  love  with  the  very  epposite. 
Knowledge  is  the  meet  ruthless  of 
i iconoclasts.” 

She  laughed  softly,  and  hugged  her  secret 
Jt  was  very  sweet.  “ If  anyone  broke  an 
idol  of  mine,"  she  declared.  ' I . should 
worship  the  fragments,  One  thing  I don’t 
understand.  Why  change  my  name  if  I am 
to  be  married  nndi  lose  it  again?” 

“Because  I want  you  to  be  as  much  my 
daughter  as  possible,"  lie  answered. 
“Child,  I nm  very  fond  of  you.” 

“ Are  you  not  giving  me  proof  of  it?”  she 
asked.  “ I can  only  say  that  I n.n  vCry 
grateful." 

“ I may  take  you  up  to  London  next 
Monday,"  he  said.  “ You  will  want  a more 
extensive  wardrobe  if  you  are  going  among 
fashionable  people,  also  some  jewellery.  A 
fiiend  of  mine,  Mrs.  Bantrjm,  - wife  of  the 
member  for  Hoctpn,  has  promised  to  advjs3 
you.  She  is  an  experienced  woman  and  will 
help  you  in  many  ways." 

She  paused,  irresolute.  , Her  frank  and 
honest  nature  shrank  from  .the  proposal. 
Yet  she  could  not  oppose  it  without  giving 
the  reason. 

“ What  is  the  matter?”  he  inquired, 
seeing  her  troubled  look. 

She  raised  her  head,  and  gazod.at  hi in’, 
long  and  searchingly,  then  placed  oiio  hand 
on  his  arm. 

“ Guar-dy,”  she  answered.  “I  don't 
want  to  go  to  London,,  or  into. society.  I 
want  to  stay  her  and  live  quietly  with  you." 

“But,  my  dear  child,"  he  said,  “I  can’t 
keep  you  cooped  up  in  this  place  for  ever. 
You  must  take  your  place  in  the  world,  see 
v hat  it  contains,  enjoy  some  of  its  pleasures. 
What  are  you  afro ifi  of?  There  is  nothing 
to  ha  nervous- about.  : Not- many  will  be  as 


jS/fadjly.  lips  no. a 


am  afraid,"  she  snid, 
$fadjly.  “ Jt.ybps'  no. attraction  for  me.  T 
cftjy my  ojqu  life,  and  find  my  own  happi- 
jnmwJierc.”  , 

■ t,.,”  You  nre  talking  like  a child,”  lie  said 
“Wliafe  you  sny;  shows  me  how  necessary'  it 
is  to  take  yqp ,out  of  this  as  .quickly  na  pcr.- 
sijile.  You  life  cultivating  morbid  and  un- 
natural ideas'.” 

“ You  are.  wrong,"  she  answered.  " It  is 
not  that.  You  want  to  spend  money  on 
dresses  and  jewolleryt  not  for  my  pleasure 
so  much  ns  to  fit  mo  into  your  ambition  for 
my  future.  I do  not  share  it.  T have  dis- 
covered, that  life  oonsists  in  living,  not  iu 
possessing  siipeffluou’s  things.” 


He  was  amazed.  For  a few  moments  he 
could  not  speak.  “ What  on  earth  dees  tliis 
mean?"  he  asked  nt  last. 

“It  means,"  she  said.  " That  if  I car- 
ried out  your  wishes  I would  he  deceiving 
you.  You  want  me  to  go  into  society  to  find 
a husband,  the  kind  of  husband  that  suits 
you.  I cannot  let  you  spend  money  on  such 
a project,  or  foster  any  such  hope.  I am 
engaged  already  to  a man  of  my  own  choice.” 

The  -words  seemed  to  turn  him  into  a 
statue.  “ Why  haven't  you  ’.old  me  this 
before?”  he  asked,  in  a curiously  calm 
voice. 

“ Because  I wished  to  beep  it  secret.” 
she  answered.  “ More  for  his  sake  than 
mine.  Tlmt  was  within  my  right.  I am 
telling  you  now  to  stop  you  from  forming 
useless  plans,  knowing  you  would  be 
disappointed." 

“ \ou  have  certainly  surprised  me,"  ho 
snid,  after  a long  pause.  “ I was  not  aware 
that  you  knew  any  men.  How  did  it 
happen ?" 

.She  told  him  the  story  without  embarrass-' 
mont,  relating  each  incident  with  a frank- 
ness that  possessed  an  under-current  of 
pride  and  triumph. 

“I  ®e>2,”  he  said  quietly,  when  she  had 
finished.  “ Your  bicycle  has  started  a 
romance.  In  future  I shall  look  upon  that 
invention  with  more  interest.  If  I gather 
the  story  correctly,  you  managed  to  bump 
into  a young  man  a medical  student,  who 
reciprocated  by  falling  in  love  with  you,  and 
you  hove  been  meeting  daily  for  a week  or 
so.  To-morrow  he  gees  to  Loudon  and  pro- 
poses to’ follow  up  a surreptitious  wooing  by 
clandestine  correspondence.  Am  I right?" 

“ Yes,”  she  answered:  “ in  all  hut  your 
adjectives.  I explained  that  lie  desired  to  be 
open,  about  it.  He  wished  to  see  you  and 
tell  what  had  happened." 

Sir  M illinm  nodded.  “ At  least  ho  has 
courage,"  he  commented.  “ One  thing  you 
have  omitted.  What  is  the  mime  of  this 
rapid  and  remarkable  lover?" 

“His  name,"  she  said,  “is  John 
Purchase." 

“ John  Purchase!”  The  words  seemed  to 
" ‘ dragged  from  him  .by  main  force,  arid  lie 
swayed  forward,  putting  one  foot  out  lo 
keep  his  balance. 

“What  is  the  matter?"  she  asked, 
anxiously.  “Are  you  ill?" 

“111?"  lie  repeated,  recovering  instantly. 
“No,  only  a touch,  of  giddiness.  I get  it 
now  and  then.  This  young  man,  John  Pur- 
chase (the  -name  came  smoothly  new),  is  ho 
Till’s  stepson?"  ' 

“ Yes,"  she  said. 

“ And  you  have  known  each  other  a little 
over  a week,"  he  remarked.  1 “Hum! 
Things  move  quickly  in  these  flays.  ' If  his 
surgical  operations  are  as  successful  as  his 
love-making,  lie  will  be  famous." 

“He  will,"  Mary  asserted  with  quiet  con- 
fidence. “He  loves  liis  work  and  he  loves 
me." 

During  the  space  of  n minute  Sir  William 
seemed  to  be  lost  in  thought.  “ Very  well,” 
h?  said  at  last.  “ We  may  leave  it  at  that 
for  th©  present.  It  need  not  prevent  our 
journey  to  Loudon.  There  will  he  visitors 
turning  here  shortly.  I cannot  allow  them  to 
outshine  you  in  the  matter  of  dress.  You 
don’t  object  to  that,  I suppose?” 

“Not  at  all,"  eh©  answered.  “It  is 
quite  a different  matter.  If  I have  disap- 
pointed you  a little,  please  remember  time 
it  saves  you  a worse  disappointment  later 
on." 

He  patted  her  cheek.  “ Go  to  bed  and 
dream  about  him,”  he  said,  in  apparent  good 
humour.  “ There  is  no  harm  in  that. 
We'll  talk  it  over  some  other  time.  There’s 
no  hurry." 

He  closed  the  door  beliind  her,  and  lit  an- 
other cigar,  then  sat  down  and  stared  at  the 
smoke  which  curled  from  liis  lips.  For  once 
he  had  been  taken  by  surprise,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  select  the  best  method  of  ie- 
inoving  the  unexpected  obstacle.  It  was 
nothing  more.  . 

Half  an  hour  later  he  -rang  the  bell  and, 
a footman  appeared. 

“ I have  to  be  tout  pretty  early  in  the 
morning.  Call  me  at  seven.  I shall  break- 
fast alone  at  half-past.  See  that  everything' 
is  ready." 

“ Yes,  Sir  William,"  the  footman  na^ 
swered.  “ Will  you  require  a carriage?” 

“ No.”  was  the  curt  reply. 

Tile  foofmiai)  retired.  Sir  William,  throw- 
ing his  cigar  into  the  hearth,  went  to  bed. 
He  saw  a clear  path  out  of  the  difficulty.  Jt- 
was  easy  for  all  concerned.  If  they  refused 
to  walk  in  it,  there  was  another  road,  a very 
unpleasant  one.” 

Chapter  XIV. 

The 'house  in  which  Paul  Till  resided  was 
a large-sized  cottage  surrounded  by  a railed-in 
garden,  and  stood  on  that  portion  of  the 
Stelfar  Estate  nearest  to  Ransloy.  Eight 
years  had  gone  by  sinco  lie  took  possession, 
and  they  had  treated  him  lightly.  Grey 
sprinkled  his  hair,  but  ho  had  a look  of  sub- 
stantial comfort  such  os  is  found  among 
farmers  and  those  associated  with  them. 

Rose  had  not  changed  so  much.  A vigorous 
disposition  kept  her  figure  comparatively 
slim.  “She  looked  as  blooming  and  active  as 
when  she  arrived  there.  It  would  have  been 
difficult  to  find  a happier  or  more  congenial 
couple,  and  tho  harmony  was  increased  by 
the  fact  that  Paul  had  quite  as  much  affection 
for  his  stepson  as  if  he  had  been  liis  own  flesh 
and  blood. 

Tho  idea  of  making  John  into  a lawyer 
had  vanished  before  liis  desire  to  be  a doctor. 
It  had  proved  much  more  expensivo  than 
any  of  them  anticipated,  taking  every  penny 
that  could  bo  spared  from  household  expendi- 
ture for  many  years,  and  culminated  in  a 
loan  of  £200  from  Sir  William  Oldroyd. 

Not  once  did  Paul  hesitate  or  - grumble, 
liis  stepson  had  worked  bard,  passing  his 
examinations  with  flyiug-  colours  -until  there 
was  only  the  final  between  him  and  success. 


That  ho  would  surmount  it  and  make  a name 
for  himself  seemed  more  than  likely. 

Rose,  with  the  observant  eye  of  a woman 
and  a mother,  studied  her  son  closely.  Ho 
was  steady,  cheerful,  diligent-,  and  so  wrapped 
up  in  his  work  that  the  temptations  which 
assail  young  men  seemed  to  pass  him  unnoticed. 
When  lie  went  to  a London  hospital  sho  had 
feared,  but  they  were  groundless.  John  camo 
home  for  t-lie  holidays  untainted  by  the  touch 
or  tho  Metropolis. 

During  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  holidays 
ho  studied  through  the  mornings  and  went 
cycling  on  tho  moors  in  the  afternoons  in 
search  of  ferns.  Suddenly  sho  grew  uneasy. 
John  came  home  one  evening  with  a gloomy, 
set  look  on  his  face,  and  for  days  afterwards 
hung  about  the  house  in  a restless  moo  l,  nor 
did  he  use  his  bicycle  again  till  a week  had 
passed.  From  that  journey  he  returned  with 
a face  that  seemed  to  have  absorbed  sunshine. 
Instead  of  mooning  about  aimlessly  with  a 
settled  frown,  he  whistled  and  laughed  as 
merrily  as  a schoolboy. 

Something  had  happened,  and  his  mother 
would  have  staked  all  sho  possessed  that  the 
something  wore  a petticoat.  She  asked  him 
many  casual  questions,  hoping 'to  find  a clue, 
but  her  curiosity,  remained  unsatisfied.  John 
w>s  ready  to  talk  about-  anything  except  the 
one  subject  that  filled  his  thoughts. 

When  the  day  for  liis  return  to  London 
arrived,  he  rose  early  and  packed  his  trunk 
before,  breakfast.  The  meal  was  consumed 
almost  in  silence.  It,  would  be  six  months 
before  they  met  again,  and  the  shadow  of 
parting  was  on  the' house. 

He  had  arranged  to  catch  an  express  from 
Ransloy,  at  noon,  as  soon  as  breakfast  was 
over  he  set  out  to  walk  as, far  as  Stelfar  Park. 
He  had  no  hope  of  seeing  Mary  ; but  he  wanted 
to  take  a last  look  at'  the  place  where  sho 
lived.  

Before  he  had  gone  two  hundred  yards  ho 
saw  a figure  approaching  that  seemcd'familiar. 
As  it  chew  nearer  he  recognised  Sir  William 
Oldroyd,  to  whom  he  had  not  spoken  for  years. 
He  wondered  whether  !he  ought  to  speak  now. 
,»Sir  William,  who  had  beeffeyeing  him  critically, 
settled  the.  matter  by  coming  to  a halt  before 
him. 

“ If  I am  not  mistaken,”  he  said,  “ you  are 
John  Purchase,  my  bailiff’s  stepson  ? ” 

” That  is  true,  Sir  William,”  John  answered, 
colouring  a little.  “ I was  not  aware  that 
you  know  me." 

“ I knew  your  father.”  the  knight  said  in 
measured  accents.  “ You  are  like  him, 
remarkably  so.  I also  know  something  of 
you  through  your  stepfather.  He  borrowed 
£200  from  me  so  that  you  might  become  a 
doctor.” 


“ It  was  very  good  of  you,"  John  answered, 
his  face  going  hot  under  the  keen  scrutiny. 

“ Last  night,”  Sir  William  continued,  ‘^my 
adopted  daughter  informed  rae  that  you 
had  shown  your  appreciation  of  my  kindness 
by  forcing  your  attentions  upon  her.” 

“ She— told  you  ! ” John  stammered. 

“ That  is  what  I said,”  Sir  William  replied. 
“ I know  all  about  it — everything.  You 
have  taken  advantage  of  her  inexperience  to 
carry  on  a secret  flirtation.  May  I ask  what 
you' hope  to  gain  by  it  ? ” 

Tho  colour  went  from  John’s  face,  leaving 
him  pale.  It  had  been  Mary’s  wish  that  the 
matter  should  bo  kept  secret,  but  he  could 
not  say  so.  For  some  reason  she  had  changed 
her  mind.  No  one  else  could  bavo  divulged  it. 

“ You  don’t  answer,”  said  Sir  William ; 
“ but  your  conduct  tells  me  better  than  words 
that  you,  knew  I should  disapprove.  Your 
action  is  as  insolent  as  it  is  contemptible.” 
“You  will  pardon  me,  Sir  William,”  said 
John,  recovering  liis  composure.  ‘‘  But  I 
do  not  permit  any  man  to  use  that  language 
to  me.  It  is  quite  true  that  I have  met  Miss 
Struthers,  and  until  I see  her  again  I am  not 
at  liberty  to  explain!” 

“You  will  not  see  her  again,” ''was  the 
emphatic  reply,  “ not  if  you  have  any  con- 
sideration for  anyone  but  yourself.  You  have 
brains,  I understand.  Let  mo  aslf  you  a few 
questions.  In  doing  so  I put  aside  any 
suggestions  that  you  are  prompted  by  mer- 
cenary motives.  I assume  that-  you  are  moved 
by  genuine  admiration  for  the,  young  lady  in 
question.” 

“ From  my  soul  I can  say  that,”  John 
answered. 

“ You  are  studying  medicine,”  said  Sir 
William.  “ What  are  your  prospects  V,  ” 

“ I have  to  pass  my  final  examination,’’ 
John  answered.  Tt  hope  to  do  so  Vitfim  a 
yeal.” 

“Then  vour  only  prospect,”  Sir  WiUiam 
commented,  “is  that-  you  may  some  day 
have  a practice  of  your  own  With  luck  you 
might  be  earning  a fair  income  in  ten  j-ears’ 
from  n,ow.” 

“ Miss  Struthors  understands  my  exact 
position,”  said  John;  “and  is  content  to 
wait.” 

“ For  ten  years  ? ” he  asked  ironically. 
“ Do  you  claim  to  be  sane,  and  put  that  as  a 
serious  proposition  ? ” ' , 

“I  am  perfectly  sane  and  quite  serious," 
said  John. 

“ Then  I will  treat  it  seriously,"  Sir  William 
answered.  “ You  are  the  son  of  one  of  my 
staff.  You  are  penniless.  Yrou  vyfll  be  poor 
for  many  years.  Those  are  facts,  and  thejr 
make  you  absolutely  impossible  as  a suitor.  ’ 
“ Excuso  me,”  said  John,  looking  very 
stubborn.  “ Miss  Struthers  is  the  only  ono 
who  can  dismiss  me.  Y’ou  are  not  her  father. 
I am  not  aware  that  you  have  any  authority 
over  her.  To  assume  that  her  destiny — and 
mine — are  in  your  hands  is  a mistake.  You 
aro  not  tho  Almighty-” 

“ No,  I am  not,”  Sir  William  answered,  his 
face  ugly  with  anger,  “ but  I am  a very 
difficult  person  to  defy.  I intend  to  make 
Miss  Struthers  my  heiress.  She  will  come 
into  a largo  fortune.  If  she  persisted  in  this 
wcck-old  madness  she  would  lose  it.  That 
is  the  price  she  would  pay  for  you.  Are  you 
vain  enough  to  think  you' are  worth  It  V ” 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 


8 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


November  25,  1922. 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□nr 


THE  QUALITY  LINE. 

Silcer  seal 
margarine 


::  ::  Made  from  the  ::  :: 

FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS, 

Specially  refined.  Churned  with 

RICH  CHESHIRE  MILK. 
::  ::  Mixed  with  :: 

BEST  DANISH  BUTTER. 
::  ::  Manufactured  by  ::  :: 
BRITISH  CO-OPERATIVE 
::  ::  LABOUR.  ::  :: 


Better  than  Butter  of  Inferior 
Quality  and  only  Half  the  Price 


'(she  dting  of  tfte 
t Breakfast  ’(sable 


C.W.S.  KIPPER 

LIKE  THE  C.W.S.  GOLDEN  HADDOCK  AS 
CURED  AT  FLEETWOOD. 


EATEN  & ENJOYED  BY  ALL 

“ WHEATSHEAF  " KIPPERS, 

Retail  in  1-lb.  cartons  at  8d.  per  lb. 

& 

Managers  of  Stores  should  make  It  easy 
for  their  Members  to  enjoy 

C.W.S.  KIPPERS  AND  HADDOCKS. 


If j/ou  have, 
no!  made — 


The  Preserves 

at  theStores  are  from  our  own 
C.W.S.  Jam  Works,  supplied 
by 'our  own  C.W.S.  Fruit 
Forms — that  is  to  say  they  are 
YOUR  OWN,  legally  yours 
in  co-operation  with  all  Store 
members 


Cbe  Co-opcrafioe  lleios 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

,411  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  “News"  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR.”  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News”  should  be  addressed  to  "TIIE  MANAGER,” 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  25.  1922. 


VICTORY— THEN  WORK. 

The  elections  are  all  over.  We  have  had  our  second 
big  fight  for  co-operative  representation  in  Parliament. 
We  have  succeeded,  not  so  well  as  some,  but  a great  deal 
better  than  most,  expected.  We  have  our  official 
Co-operative  Party,  with  its  own  Whip.  The  four 
members  elected  are  all  men  extensively  practised  in 
co-operative  activities,  and  fully  versed  in  co-operative 
claims  and  requirements.  One  of  these  is  the  secretary 
of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Congress,  and  an  eminently  equipped  leader  of  the 
Co-operative  Parliamentary  Party.  Our  movement  in 
Parliament  will  have  four  official  spokesmen,  whereas 
hitherto  we  have  had  to  rely  (and  that  only  for  four 
years)  upon  one  member  in  Parliament  whose  first  busi- 
ness it  was  to  attend  to  co-operative  interests.  We  are 
assured  of  a voice  in  Parliament  that  we  have  never  had 
before,  and  we  have  a party  which  ought  to  be  able  to 
make  the  position  of  the  co-operative  movement  clearly 
understood  by  other  members  who  have  a desire  to  give 
the  movement  a square  deal.  We  ask  no  more  than 
that.  Outside  the  ranks  of  the  Party  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  there  are  more  eo-operators  in  Parliament  to-day 
than  we  have  ever  had.  That  strengthens  our  position 
enormously. 

Our  hopes  for  the  future  of  the  co-operative  movement 
are  not  concentrated  solely  in  Parliament,  and  in  view 
of  statements  made  by  opponents  during  these  elections, 
it  is  desirable  to  repeat  that  we  are  not  building  any 
hopes  in,  and  we  have  never  any  expectation  of,  Parlia- 
ment’s pushing  our  movement  forward.  Our  chief 
concern  lias  been  to  have  a strength  in  Parliament  that 
would  prevent  other  people  from  putting  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  our  progress.  We  believe  the  movement  can 
fight  out  its  own  future,  so  long  as  its  enemies  do  not 
operate  the  legislative  machine  to  the  detriment  of  the 
movement.  It  is  quite  true  that  the  co-operative  move- 
ment has  an  outlook.  It  has  its  ideals  of  social  life,  and 
so  far  as  the  attainment  of  those  ideals  may  be  hampered 
or  hastened  by  the  decrees  of  Parliament,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  co-operative  view  should  be  -pressed  forward 
upon  the  attention  of  that  assembly.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however — and  that  is  the  point  we  wish 
to  stress  at  a time  when  so  much  of  our  attention  has 
been  centred  in  the  electoral  warfare — that  if  the 
Co-operative  Part}'  dominated  the  whole  House  it  would 
not  bring  prosperity  to  the  co-operative  stores  or  the. 
fniits  of  co-operative  effort  to  the  hearths  of  the  people. 

These  fruits,  like  all  the  other  fruits  of  life  that  are 
worth  having,  have  to  be  worked  for.  Co-operators 
must  purchase  ; the  ranks  must  be  recruited  ; the  stores 
must  co-operate  with  the  central  organisations  ; and 
the  central  organisations  must,  with  the  help  of  the  local 
organisations,  lay  themselves  out  to  establish  that 
“ cent,  per  cent."  co-operation  which  alone  will  build 
up  the  commonwealth  of  our  dreams,  even  in  skeleton 
form. 

We  may  take  from  the  recent  elections  the  lesson  that 
we  took  from  the  war  itself.  People  of  all  classes  for  a 
brief  period  have  thrown  themselves  in  it  with  their 
most  enthusiastic  efforts  to  secure  certain  results  on  a 
given  date.  The  life  has  been  strenuous  for  those 
engaged  in  that  work.  A little  of  the  same  effort 
expended  day  by  day  and  week  by  week  would  bring  to 
our  societies  a strength  and  a solidity  without  which  we 
cannot  expect  co-operation  to  solve  either  social  or 
economic  problems.  Some  who  have  spent  themselves 
in  securing  the  election  of  a particular  member  or  to  add 
to  the  strength  to  a particular  party  may,  conceivably 
before  the  new  Parliament  has  gone  far  on  its  way,  wish 
they  had  taken  another  line. 

Political  spirit  is  very  sensitive  and  very  frail.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  see  in  the  movement  around  us  the 
fruits  of  steady,  plodding  progress.  We-  command  our 
hundreds  of  millions  of  trade  ; we  count  our  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  employees  ; we  gloat  over  the  advan- 
tages of  co-operation  which  we  see  in  our  own  homes 
and  at  our  own  firesides,  and  we  seldom  think  seriously 
enough  of  how  all  this  was  brought  about  by  the  almost 
puny  efforts  of  humble  men  and  women  with  the  most 
slender  resources,  who  sometimes  scarcely  thought 
seriously  of  the  ultimate  end  of  their  effort,  but  who 
remained  consistent  because  they  recognised  that  in 
their  own  small  sphere  the  effort  was  worth  while. 

We  hope  that  those  co-operators  who  have  been 
exciting  themselves  during  the  election  campaign  will 
settle  down  now  that  it  is  over,  and  ask  themselves 
seriously  whether  there  is  not  some  little  thing  that 
each  of  them  can  do  to  place  oije  more  stone  on  the 
co-operative  citadel  and  plant  the  co-operative ‘flag  on 
some  outpost  which  the  movement  has  not  yet  reached. 

The  more  we  learn  to  do  for  ourselves  the  more  we 
will  be  able  to  do  for  ourselves,  and  the  less  there  will 
be  left  for  other  people  to  do  for  us.  In  other  words, 
the  more  co-operators  do  for  themselves,  th^  less  depen- 


dent will  they  be  upon  others  who  do  not  like  the 
co-operative  principle. 

We  have  members  to  win  ; we  have  trade  to  conserve 
and  more  to  gain  ; we  have  home's  to  brighten  ; we  have 
a nation  to  rescue  from  the  thrall  of  competition  and 
the  chain  of  profit-seeking ; we  have  to  reajise  our 
mutual  obligations  to  each  other  and  to  the  community 
of  which  we  are  part ; we  have  to  establish  our  nation 
as  a member  of  a commonwealth  of  nations  imbued  with 
the  aim  of  elevating  the  whole  race.  Each  for  himself 
or  herself  has  to  resolve  upon  some  contribution  to  the 
wisdom  and  to  the  activity  of  the  movement ; and  our 
committees  and  societies  must  dovetail  themselves  into 
each  other,  so  that  our  whole  co-operative  machine  will 
move  smoothly  and  quickly.  Then  our  goal  will  come 
speedily  within  sight. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

THE  MOVEMENT  IN  CANADA. 

Mr.  George  Keen,  the  general  secretary  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  of  Canada,  has  done  good  service  to  the  movement  in  the 
Dominion  by  calling  attention  to  the  press  habit  of  emphasising 
trade  losses,  incurred  by  co-operative  organisations,  while  suc- 
cessful achievements  are  ignored,  and  of  exaggerating  indus- 
trial disputes  within  the  movement  while  similar  disputes  arc 
fairly  general.  Some  of  the  reports  and  comments  in  the 
Canadian  press,  to  which  he  lias  called  attention,  emanated  from 
“ the  old  country.”  In  matters  of  that  kind  the  Canadian  press 
is  largely  in  the  hands  of  its  British  correspondents,  who  in  most 
cases  take  their  news  from  the  daily  papers  here.  We  are  quite 
accustomed  to  this  unfair  handling  of  our  case,  but  it  is,  in  one 
sense,  rather  complimentary  to  the  movement  that  it  should 
be  treated  so.  We  have  ideals  and  a reputation  that  other  con- 
cerns have  not,  and  if  we  fall  from  either  it  is  regarded  more 
seriously  than  a similar  lapse  would  be-in  the  case  of  a rivai 
concern. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

A FRESH  START. 

We  suggested  a week  or  two  ago  that  the  nations  should  now 
make  a fresh  start  on  the  job  embarked  upon  four  years  ago — 
the  job  of  making  Peace.  Such  a start  is  being  made  this  week 
at  Lausanne,  wh^re  representatives  of  most  of  the  nations  (though 
not  all)  concerned  in  the  question  of  the  Near  East  are  assembled. 
Monday’s  news  was  to  the  effect  that  Lord  Cur/.on  and  M. 
Poincare’lfad  agreed  that  the  Treaty  of  Sevres  should  be  definitely 
thrown  overboard,  and, that  the  delegates  meeting  at  Lausanne 
should  be  invited  to  negotiate  a new  treaty.  So  far,  so  good. 
We  think  other  treaties  as  impossible  of  application  as  the  Sevres 
Treaty  should  also  be  replaced  by  others.  For  the  present,  the 
risk  of  war  is  lessthari  it  was  during  the  last  weeks  of  the  Coalition 
Government,  but  the  Government  should  be  warned  that  the 
nation  will  not  assent  to  a war  over  such  an  issue  in  the  Near 
East  as  appeared  to' satisfy  the  ex-Premier  and  Mr.  Churchill. 

THE  GUILD  SYSTEM. 

We  are  glad  Mr.  Cole  had  the  opportunity  of  expounding  the 
creed  of  Guild  Socialism  in  London  last  week,  if  only  in  order 
that  the  subject  may  be  discussed.  From  Mr.  Cole’s  remarks 
it  is  clear  that  he  recognises  that  there  has  been  competition 
between  the  Building  Guild  and  the  C.W.S.  Not  long  ago  we 
pointed  out  that  there  was  competition  between  the  Furnishing 
Guild  and  the  C.W.S.  for  the  trade  of  the  same  people,  although 
there  is  an  entente  between  the  trade  unionists  and  the  move- 
ment. The  matter  is  easy  of  solution  from  Mr.  Cole’s  point  of 
view.  It  can  be  solved  by  the  C.W.S.  recognising  that  its 
handling  of  labour  is  on  a wrong  basis.  It  could  be  settled  just, 
as  easily  by  Mr.  Cole’s  recognising  that  the  consumer  eountemost 
in  the  market.  Neither  solution  is  likely  to  be  readily  ac- 
quiesced in,  but  the  matter  is  one  of  the  gravest  importance  to 
the  workers,  whether  they,  view  the  problem  as  producers  or  as 
consumers.  Mr.  Cole  urges  that  the  co-operative  guilds  and  the 
co-operative  press  should  be  used  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Guild  system  ; the  consumers’  societies  might  object,  and  with 
some  reason;  but  we  have  already  invited  discussion  - on  the 
subject,  and  the  discussion  will  have  to  be  faced. 

THE  UNITED  BOARD. 

The  members  of  the  United  Board  had  a,  good  many  things 
to  discuss  on  Saturday.  Some  of  their  time  was  taken  up  with 
the  Trade  Campaign,  and  we  are  all  hopeful  that  the  effents  now 
being  made  will  be  fruitful.  There  are  signs  of  seriousness  about 
the  effort.  Many  societies,  as  our  columns  show,  have  been 
holding  shopping  weeks  and  lightning  campaigns  for  new  mem- 
bers. In  other  districts  C.W.S.  exhibitions  have  been  held  in 
co-operation  with  the  local  societies,  and  there  can  be  no  more 
attractive  or  more  productive  means  of  helping  on  the  move- 
ment. The  attention  of  the  Board’on  Saturday  was  also  directed 
towards  the  cleavage  in  Wallsend.  We  deplore  the  lack  of  co- 
operative faith  which  leads  to  secessions  from  societies  and  the 
creation  of  new  societies  ; and  when  such  situations  arise  as 
that  which  has  arisen  in  that  district  people  are  tempted  to  laugh 
at  co-operative  -peace  ideals  and  o ir  hope  of  getting  the  nations 
to  settle  their  disputes  .by  arbitra  ibn  instead  of  by  war.  The 
members  of  t|^?J^6ard to  be  1 ommendSl  for  delaying  their 


decision  as  to’ 
uptjhTjioy  hay 
old  society*  •Pen) 
weTlop)s  it  vfti 
Day,”  to  be  re< 
the  world,  was 
be  universally  ndoptei 


lion  cf  tl  o|nc>tr  society  into  the  Union 
lepulati:  l and  the' deputation  from  the 
Isend  o1  gjit  hot  fb'he  impossible,  and 
phed.  ’tyo'idrir  Vjf‘a  “Co-operators’ 
o-oper  tjve  dr^ilHi^ations  throughout 
by  th  5 (Union,  and  wo  hope  it  may 
Tt  will  uhean  one  day  on  which  the 
millions  of  co-operators  will  concentrate  their  minds  .^h  the 
achievements  of.tReir  movement  And  on  its  greater  possibilities. 
The  day  chosen  is  the  first  (Saturday  of  July.  Next  month 
Scotland  commemorates  Rochdale  on  a grand  scale  for  the  first 
time,  but  Scotland  no  doubt  will  follow  with  the  re?t  of  the  world 
next  year  and  in.sqbscqucnt  years. 


Sot#""* 
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THE  WORKERS’  GUILDS. 

JS  AN  ALLIANCE  WITH  CO-OPERATORS  POSSIBLE? 

VIEWS  OF  MR.  G.  D.  H.  COLE. 


BY  Ol'R  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT. 


aims  ami  aspirations  of  tlio  Build 
iveie  clearly  defined  m a lectine 
Con  Saturday  by  Mr.  G.  D.  H.  Colo, 
f One-Day  Scliool  organised  by  the 
feu)  Society’s  educational  committee,  at 
Ingham  House,  Tottenham.  Mr.  W. 
p - ,y  presided. 

Progress  of  Guildism. 

, c0ie  explained  that  the  Guild  move- 
I ,diich  had  for  its  object  the  re- 
lation of  industry  under  a system  of 
,rS»  coiilrd.  had  been  in.  a propagandist 
for  something  over  twelve  years,  and 
| been  only  in  a state  of  practice  for 
tno  or  three  years.  He  described  the 
jss  made  Avith  the  movement,  as  indi- 
d f,v  the  demands  put  forward  during 
fa'r  hv  the  engineers’  union,  the 
junal  Union  of  Raihvaymen,  and  the 
industry.  He  stated  that  at  the- end 
I and  the  beginning  of  1920  the 
^ in  the  building  industry  in  the  Man- 
tfTarea  formed  a Building  Guild  Com- 
for  that  district..  A contract  was 
(j  into  with  the  Manchester  Council 
tltn  ter  tain  number  of  houses.  In  the 
jite  something  was  included  which  the 
Bry  master  builder  did  not  include. 
Baker  builder  engaged  the  workmen  by 
tour,  mid  if  by  some  reason  the  worker 
oaly  able  to  work  twenty  to  thirty  hours 
of  forty-four  the  worker  was  only 
...  the  twenty  or  thirty  hours.  In  the 
^.movement,  they  said  this  was  wrong.  If 
itman.  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  was 
Je  to  work  continuously  lie  ought  to  b-3 
his  fall  standard  wages.  The  Building 
stated  that  they  should  include  in 
estimates  a sum  necessary  to  pay  a f ull 
ini  rate  of  wages  to  the  . workers 
and  that  they  would  pay  for  wet 
and  for  the  stoppage  of  work  owing  to 
shortage  of  material.  This  would  be 
nled  as  part  of  the  cost  oLproduction. 
ag  wrangling  took  place  with  the 
stry  of  Health,  probably  because  Dr. 
son  and  his  successor.  Sir  Alfred  Mond. 
Bred  to  be  quite  unable  to  understand 
enot  working  for  a profit.  Something 
ssventeen  or  eighteen  building  contracts 
entered  into  in  different  parts  of  the 
irr.  The  master  builders  complained  of 
ioild  competition  owing  to  their  paying1 
ime  to  the  men.  Pressure  was  put  on 
liuistry  of  Health,  and. the  Guild  was. 
died  t"  re-organise  the  basis  of  tlie  con- 
put  into  force. 

The  Guild  and  the  C.W.S. 

Cole  dealt  with  the  relations  between 


the  Guild  and. the  C.W.S.,  he  mentioned  that 
the  hank  advanced  £70,000,  but  when  the 
change  was  made  to  a maximum  sum  con- 
trait  the  C.W.S.  refused  to  finance  it.  Tlio 
Guild  had  to  go  to  one  of  Messrs.  Barclay's 
hunks  for  assistance,  and  as  had  been 
reported  in  tlie  papers,  a receiver  bad  now- 
been  put  in.  He  understood  that  the 
C.W.S.  on  Friday  had  considered  whether  it 
would  make  an,  advance  to  the  Guild.  Mr. 
Cole  further  pointed  out  that  a difficulty  had 
arisen  ewing  to  the  Guild  having  secured  a 
contract  for  building  new  premises  in  the 
North  of  England  lor  a co-operative  society, 
for  which  the  C.W.S.  building  department 
also  tendered.  The  Guild  believed  that  the 
C.W.S.  were  running  their  building  depart- 
ment on  a wrong  basis.  The  Guild  was  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  nu  agreement  with  tho 
C.W.S.  building  department  under  which 
the  Guild  would  supply  the  whole  of  the 
labour  fer  the  department  under  Guild  con- 
ditions. Tli©  C.W.S.  would  he  responsible 
for  the  contract  and  would  continue  to  buy 
the  materials.  At  present  the  co-operative 
movement  engaged  labour  in  the  sa me  way 
as  a private  employer. 

Co-operative  Labour  Conditions. 

Taken  at  its  best  the  worker  in  a co- 
operative society's  factory  was  precisely  in 
the  same  position  as  far  as  actual  working 
conditions  as  an  employee  in  a privately- 
owned  factory.  He  contended  the  whole 
relation  between  the  co-operative  movement 
and  its  employees  was  wrong.  Their  atti- 
tude towards  the  co-operative  movement  was 
different  from  their  attitude  to  tlie  private 
employer.  Whilst  the  conditions  cf  employ- 
ment were  practically  the  same  the  private 
employer  was  out  for  profit  and  the  eo-opera- 
tive  movement  had  not  this  object.  He 
contended  that  a line  of  accommodation 
could  be  found  in  giving  tlie  trOrkers  Guild 
conditions,  giving  them  self-government  as 
far  as.  the  actual  process  of  industry  was 
concerned,  and  ipaintauiing  a.  new, organisa- 
tion within' -the  existing  co-openuive  struc- 
ture. The  iC.W.S.  would  still  make  its  own 
contracts  and  supply  its  own  materials. 
When  it  came  to  the  actual  work  labour 
would  be  supplied  by  the  Guild,  the  foreman 
would  be  appointed  by  the  Guild,  ami  disci- 
pline would  bo  under  the  rules  laid  down  by 
tlie  Guild.  On  these  lines  there  was  a possi- 
bility,^ a close  working  alliance  between  the 
Guifds  and  the  co-operative  movement. 

In  answer  to  questions  Mr.  Cole  suggested 
that  the  Guild  ideal  might  be.  discussed  in 
the  co-operative  guild  meetings.  Another 
method  of  propaganda  was  tlie  writing  of 
letters  to  the  “ Co-operative  News.” 


THE  HUMAN  FACTOR  IN  BUSINESS. 

REVIVAL  OF  INTEREST  IN  EMPLOYEES’ 
SUPERANNUATION. 


BY  EX-COMMITTEEMAN. 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  the  revival  of 
interest,  in  co-operative  circles,  on  the  ques- 
tion we  raised  in  this  page  some  weeks  ago, 
namely,  the  superannuation  of  co-operative 
employees:  There  are  still  co-operators  to 

be  found  who  bitterly  oppose  the  idea  of 
“giving”  anything  to  employees  beyond 
their  weekly  wages,  but  they  (like'  the 
wages)  are  a diminishing  quantity.  Modern 
ideas  are  banishing  the  old  notion  that 
workers  in  a democratic  movement  must  be 
treated  merely  ns  “ hands.”  The  go-ahead 
leaders  in- commerce — capitalistic  in  outlook, 
not  co-operative — have  realised  that  the 
human  factor  counts  for  a.  great  deal  in 
seeking  success  in  business,  hence  the  many 
schemes  of  pensions,  copartnerships,  joiiii- 
eommittees,  Ac.,  everywhere  operating. 

Details  Coming  In. 

We  asked,  a month  ago,  for  information 
from  societies  where  superannuation 
schemes  were  in  operation,  and  tlie  response, 
in  last  week’s  issue,  from  the  Darwen 
Society,  is  very  encouraging.  May  we  hope 
that  societies  who  have  superannuation 
schemes  which  have  stood  the  test  of  time 
will  add  to  our  readers’  knowledge  of  the 
subject  by  following  Darwen’s  example  and 
give  details  to  our  editor? 

C.W.S.  Thrift  Fund  Flourishing. 

Despite  the  hard  times  we  have  been 
passing  through,  we  understand  that  only 
a small  percentage  of  C.W.S.  workers  have 
desired  to  obtain  relief  by  seeking  permis- 
sion to  withdraw  some  portion  of  their  thrift 
fund  money.  Why  the  recommendation  of 
the  Superannuation  Special  Committee  of  the 
C.W.S.  (to  the  effect  that  retail  societies 
should  adopt  schemes  -similar  to  the  C.W.S: 
Thrift  fund)  is  mot  being  ‘ adopted,  we 
cannot  say,  unless  it  is  that  in  many  quar- 
ters the  workers  themselves  are  lukewarm 
with  regard  to  any  contributor}'  scheme. 
‘When  . we  think  of  the  vast  sums 
accumulated  by  Approved  Society  Funds, 
by  tlie  joint  contributions  of  tlie  State, 
tiie  employer,  and  the  worker,  it  is 
demonstrated  what  can  be  don©  by  the  con- 
tribution of  a few  coppers  per  week  regu- 
larly. 

The  Credit  Side  of  the  Account. 

The  benefit  to  the  movement  resulting 
from  a good  superannuatim  scheme  cannot 
be  Stated  in  terms  of  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  but,. -if  anyone  doubts  that  it  is  a 
paying  proposition  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term  let  such  a doubter  question  any  old 
servant  of  the  movement  whose  circum- 
stances have  compelled  him  to  “ keep  his 
nose  to  the  grindstone”  long  after  his 
physical  and  mental  being  first  cried  out  for 


rest.  Let  such  doubters  question  thoso 
younger  workers  who  would  rather  remain 
in  co-operative  service  than  go  out.  into 
private  trade  even  though  the  promotion  eo 
much  needed  is  retarded  by  the  retention  of 
employees  who  should  be  on  the  retired  list. 

Other  Factors. 

Superannuation  is,  of  course,  only  one 
factor,  although  an  important  one,  which 
makes  for  the  success  of  co-operative  oust* 
ness.  One  of  these  is  tlie  elimination  of 
the  habit  of  continuing  young  employees  in 
situations  they  are.  obviously  unfitted  for. 
Such  workers  are,  in  effect,  superannuate,! 
all  the  time,  because  they  cannot  give  to  tlm 
business  the  necessary  attention  - and  skill 
winch  the  position  occupied  calls -for.  hence 
the  discontent  of  all  who  are  called  upon  to 
fulfil  their  own  duties  and  also  make  up  tho 
deficiency  of  others. 

A shop  doing  a certain  trade  is  staffed 
accordingly — so  far  as  numbers  are  con- 
cerned— but  managers,  especially  branch 
managers,  know  the  effect  a “ dud  ” has 
upon -an  average  staff. 

Parents  who  would  raise  a storm  in  a tea- 
cup if  their  boy  is  told  to  look  out  for  morn 
congenial  and  suitable  employment  should 
realise  that  a. “misfit,”  if  given  different 
environment,  might  become  an  expert. 

Reports  Asked  for. 

No'  one  can  accuse  co-operative  workers  of 
unduly  pushing  this  question.  It  was  a 
“ burning  question  ” umpteen  years  ago. 
What. lias  beeu^.done  is  likely  to  i4?mnin  a 
good  foundation,  as  we  know  of  no  desire  to 
give  up  the  principle  adopted.  Seeing  that 
we  have  in  the  “Co-operative  News”  the 
best  possible  medium  of  approach  to  com- 
mittees, members,  and  employees,  it  would 
appear  that  the_best  service  to  be  rendered 
at  this  stage  would  be  for  those,  societies 
who  have  schemes  of  superannuation  to 
report  on  tho  good,  bad,  or  indifferent 
results  accruing  from  such  schemes.  We 
have  had  the  Darwen  new  scheme.  What 
is  the  experience  obtained  where  older 
schemes  operate? 


THE  BLYTH  SENSATION. 

Mit.  Bertram  Curry  (secretary  of  Blvth 
Society)  appeared  for  tlieHdiird  time  before 
the  magistrate  ait  She, police*  ooubi;.  on  Tues- 
day. on  a charge  of-'  haying  on '.September 
12th,  stolen  £50  belonging  to  the  society. 
It  was  intimated  that  further  charges  were 
being  made  against  the  accused,  who  was 
again  remanded  for  fourteen  days.  Bail  of 
£750  was  allowed. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“Co-operative  News”  Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday, 
late  Mr.  Adams  was  possibly  the  only 
1 of  the  C.W.S.  to  have  the  experience 
Bg  arrested  by  the  police.  It  happened 
whilst  passing  through  Hamburg  on  a 
mission  ” he  was  arrested  on  sus- 
of  having  committed  a theft  at  Berlin. 
“Bmly,  his  travelling  companion,  a 
& official,  s able  to  prove  that' on  the 
°Hhe  robbery  Mr.  Adams  slept  in  Copen- 
and  had  not  been  near  Berlin.  So, 
ffQny  apologies,  Mr.  Adams  was  released 
1 kying  situation. 


actions,  apart  from  that  involving 
■“■operative  M.P.  for  South-East  Ham, 
*o  be  pending  for' alleged  slanders  and 
“hered  during  the  election  campaign, 
““ndidates  are  over-daring  in  their 
of  opponents,  and  some  are  hyper- 
1Ve  about  what  their  opponents  have  to 
During  the  last  by-election  at 
the  “ News  ” had  a threat  of  pro- 
because  Horatio  Bottomley  did  not 
Btatement  as  to  what  he  and  his  party 
f°r-  He  demanded  explanations  and 
lr#wals  which  he  dkl  not  get. 


Xc  the  messages  of  congratulation  re-,, 
% Mr.  David  Williams,  M.JP.  for 
' East,  was  : “ Tho  hidden  Ijand  hqq. 
Congrats.”  It  is  probable  fbgt,  this, 

'message  has  some  association  .with.  the. 
^tr.  F.  C.  Hidden,  district  manger  of. 
^ at  Swansea,  acted  as  Mr.  Y)[i})iams’ 
agont.  ‘ , , 

♦ ♦ ♦ ij-  ...  . .KM  - I"  - ^ 

* Observer  ” on  Sunday  published  the 
<alendar  of  Mr.  J^loyd  George’s,  elcc- 

1n?  speeches,  with  the  local  results  in 
Manchester  (Oct.  14th),  no  N.L.  re- 

• Leeds  (Oct.  21st),  2 U.  and  1 Labour 
Glasgow  (Oct.  28th),  8 Labour  gains ; 
(Nov.  7th),  3 Labour  gains,  Sir  H. 


Greenwood  defeated ; Pembroke  (Nov.  9th), 
N.L.  returned  ; Swansea  (Nov.  10th),  1 Labour 
gain;  Llanelly  (Nov.  11th),  Labour  gain; 
Carmarthen  (Nov.  11),  N.L.  returned;  Den- 
bigh (Nov.  13th),  N.L.  returned ; Flint  (Nov. 
13th),  N.L.  returned ; Oldham  (Nov.  14th),  1 
Labour  gain  ; Bristol  (Nov.  14th),  3 N.L.’s 
returned  ; Bedford  (Nov.  15th),  Labour  gain, 
Mr.  Kellawav  defeated. 

Atparf.ntly  the  only  women  who  can  be 
elected  to  Parliament  are  the  wives  of  M.P.’s 
who  vacate  then’  seats  or  the  widows  of 
members.  It  is  a poor  look  out  for  the  Hon. 
Member  who  wants  his  wife  to  enter  Parliament 


R.  Bailey. — Owing  to  pressure  of  election 
matter,  your  letter  was  held  over  with 
others. 


answers  to  correspondents. 


G.  Darch, — The  cartoon  has  been  repro- 
duced in  other  papers  throughout  the 
country. 

“ G.  S.”  (Willesden). — We  have  your  note 
enclosing  10s,  for  the  Greening  Fund,  which 
we  have  banded  over  to  the  Co-operative 
Union,  who  wijl  send  you  a formal  acknow- 
ledgment. 

James  Jones. — Too  long  a letter  for  this 
big  week.  Hope  there  are  letter  times  ill 
store  lor  you  all  in  South  Wales. 

A.  Joyce. — Thanks  for  paper.  The  whole 
eleven  were  treated  in  much  the  same 
fashion.  Sorry  your  man  went  down.  See 
notes  elsewhere. 

Jos.  Bai.mford. — The  Darwen  scheme  has 
aroused  a good  deal  of  interest.  See  the 
“ Emploj'ees’  ” article  on  this  page. 

H.  Stai.max  and  W.  Rexwick. — We  are 
sending  proofs  of  your  letters  to  “ Alpha,” 
and  are  asking  him  to  append  a brief  reply 
for  next  week’s  issue. 


THE  WRITING  ON  THE  WALL. 
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LAID  TO  REST. 

FUNERAL  OF  MR.  T.  ADAMS  (C.W.S. 
DIRECTOR). 

Amid  every  token  of  respect-  and  in  the 
presence  of  a large  number  of  mourners,  the 
interment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Adams  (C.W.S. 
director)  took  place  on  Thursday  of  last  week, 
at  the  Oxbridge-lane  Cemetery,  Stockton-on 
Tees. 

The  local  society  provided  tea  for  the 
delegates  who  had  come  from  a distance. 

Mr.  King-  (C  W S.  director)  said  Mr.  Adams 
was  a man  with  a keen,  critical  observation  of 
all  he  saw.  He  redeemed  the  time  by  making 
the  most  of  every  opportunity  that  came  in 
his  way.  He  made  every  effort  of  mind  and 
heart  to  understand  his  work,  and  was- a man 
ivith  a distinct  personality.  Mr.  Adams  had 
been  a successful  C.W.S.  director — faithful 
in  his  duty,  humbly  and  honestly  giving  of 
his  best  in  all  he  did. 

“I  never  hope  to  have  a more  faithful 
colleague,”  said  Mr.  G.  Hayhurst  (C.W.S. 
director).  “ There  Avas  no  shifting  sand  about 
Mr.  Adams  so  far  as  my  experience  went. 
The  moA’ement  is  better  on  for  such  a inan  as 
Mr.  Adams,  having  lived  and  been  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Wholesale  Society.” 

Mr.  Soarth  (chairman  of  the  local  society) 
made  appreciative  reference  to  Mr.  Adams’ 
Avork  in  connection-  Avith-  the  Stockton  Society. 

A large  number  of  representatives  of  the 
C.W.S.  and  local  societies  attended  the  funeral. 


C.W.S;  AND  MINING  INDUSTRY. 

DIRECTORS  CONSIDER  A BIG 
SCHEME. 

Speaking  at  a conference  at  Brandon, 
Durham,  . on  Saturday,  Air.  J.  OliA'er 
(C.W.S.  director)  made  a statement  which, 
ho  said,  would  appeal  to  a district  like  Bran- 
don, whicdi  was  co  closely  connected  with  tho 
mining  industry.  In  the  immediate  future, 
he  said,  the  directors  of  the  C.W.S.  would 
be  called  upon  to  make  a decision  involving 
a sum  of  £2,250,000.  It  would  l>e  a great 
mining  undertaking,  the  influence  of  which 
upon,  the  movement  would  !>e  very  consider- 
able. It  would  only  be  possible  to  under- 
take this  scheme  howeveir,  if  thev  wero 
assured  of  the  constant  and  whole-hearted 
support  of  the  societies  forming  the  C.W.S. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  WHOLESALE  SOCIETY  Limited 

MANCHESTER  ::  LONDON  s:  NEWCASTLE 


J furniture  at  a ^Priee  you  are  looking  for 
yes:  Wo-day,  and  a guarantee  of  Confidence. 


OUR  No.  303a  SOLID  OAK  3-FEET  BEDROOM  SUITE 

These  Suites  are  built  on  the  lines  of  the  Latest  and  most  UP-TO-DATE 
Design,  and  are  being  offered  to  our  members  at  ASTOUNDING  PRICES. 

Do  not  fail  to  pay  a visit  to  your  Furnishing  Department  to  inspect  these 
S ecial  Lines.  They  are  unequalled  in  the  trade  ; only  the  finest  materials 
used.  To  say  they  are  productions  of  the  C.W. S.  is  sufficient  as  regards 
TRADE  UNION  LABOUR  and  HIGH-CLASS  WORKMANSHIP. 


This  Splendid  Design.  Well-Constructed, 
Solid  Oak  Bedroom  Suite,  consisting  of 
3-feet  Wardrobe,  Wardrobe  Panel,  Leaded 
Light  or  Carved  Panel,  Dressing  Table,  and 
Marble-Top  Washstand,  delivered  Carriage 
Paid  to  any  Co-op.  rative  Society  to  retail  a' 

20  Quiqeas. 


MADE  AT  THE 

C.W.S.  BROUGHTON,  BIRMINGHAM, 
and  BRISTOL  Cabinet  Works. 


WE  CONSIDER  IT  OUR  DUTY  TO  DRAW  THE  ATTENTION  OF  ALL  CO-OPERATIVE 
MEMBERS  TO  THESE  SPECIAL  LINES.  ;;  CALL  AND  EXAMINE  THESE  SU  TES  AT 
YOUR  OWN  SOCIETY'S  FURNISHING  DEPARTMENT.  ONLY  ONE  PRICE,  20  GUINEAS. 


This  Luxurious  Three-piece  Chesterfield 
Suite,  Settee  with  Drop-end,  and  Two 
Divan  Easy  Chairs,  not  stuffed  with  shoddy 
material  but  with  clean,  good,  and  durable 
material,  with  Spring  Edge  and  Seat, 
covered  in  Fine  Quality  Moquette, 
delivered,  Carriage  Paid, 


Retail  price,  22  Guineas. 


The  “LUDGATE”  SUITE. 


MEMBERS  OF  SOCIETIES  WHO  HAVE  NOT  A FURNISHING  DEPARTMENT  £AN  BE 
SUPPLIED  BY  APPLICATION  TO  THEIR  SOCIETY  OR  GENERAL  MANAGER,. 


cordially  invite  you  to  call  in  your  Department  to  inspect 
Productions,  even  if  you  are  not  buyers.  ::  You  will  be  de 

C.W.S.  is  doing  for  Co-operators  as  regards  meeting  the  POCK 


Your  Own  Factories 
flighted  to  see  what  the 
TS  OF  TO-DAY. 
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poVEMBEH  25,  1922. 


ARTISTIC  PREMISES. 


A LETCHWORTH  OPENING  CEREMONY. 


SUCCESSFUL  STORE 
KEEPING. 

HOW  TO  OBTAIN  BUSINESS 
EFFICIENCY. 

LECTURES  TO  LONDON 

MANAGERS. 

A ri-EASANT  and  profitable  afternoon  was 
gpcnt  on  Tuesday  last  week  by  the  London 
district  of  the  National  Co-operative  Managers 
Association,  at  the  premises  of  the  National 
Cash  Register  Co.  Ltd.,  in  Tottenham  Court- 
road.  In  the  Company’s  well-equipped 
lecture  theatre  a practical  address  was  given 
by  Mr.  C.  E.  Whvatt  (the  Company’s  lecturer) 
on  efficiency  in  the  retail  business.  Mr. 
■\V.  Moore,  who  presided,  extended  a cordial 
' welcome  to  the  visitors. 

Mr.  Whyatt,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
said  everyone  appreciated  the  fact  that  it  was 
necessary  to  make  some  alteration  in  the  usual 
’ methods  of  doing  business.  In  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  they  were  in  a better  position 
than  the  ordinary  retailer,  as  they  were  able 
to  offer  the  customer  an  extra  inducement  to 
buy  the  goods,  and  the  system  adopted  helped 
them  to  keep  their  people  together.  One  of 
the  problems  was  that  shops  were  open  nine 
to  ten  hours  a day ; and  lighting,  heating, 
and  overhead  charges  had  to  be  met  during 
that  time ; whilst  the  actual  business  could 
be  done  in  two  or  three  hours.  By  a process  of 
elimination  things  would  boil  down  until  there 
were  sufficient  shops  to  keep  busy  all  the  time. 

Cut  Out  Waste. 

In  business  efficiency  it  was  necessary  to 
cut  out  waste  in  time  and  material.  In  in- 
creasing the  efficiency  in  business  it  was 
essential  to  get  more  people,  and  to  realise 
what  would  make  it  easier  for  them  to  get  the 
goods  they  had  to  sell.  They  had  to  create 
a greater  demand,  and  by  satisfying  this  in- 
creased demand  they  could  reduce  the  cost  of 
supplying  goods  to  the  public.  In  creating  a 
greater  demand  they  could  sell  these  goods  at 
a less  cost  to  themselves.  To  secure  an  in- 
creased demand  advertising  was  necessary, 
and  they  should  also  study  the  locality  and 
see  that  the  premises  were  easily  accessible. 
It  was  also  essential  to  see  that  the  right  goods 
were  displayed.  The  nature  oLtVe  advertising 
and  window  dressing  depended  on  . the 
character  of  the  district.  In  the  most  effective 
window  dressing  they  appealed  to  the  buying 
motive. 

As  to  service,  Mr.  Whyatt  contended  that 
what  were  wanted  were  assistants  capable  of 
creating  an  actual  desire  to  possess  the  goods 
they  had  to  sell.  Salesmanship  did  not  consist 
of  selling  something  which  a customer  did  not 
want ; successful  salesmanship  created  the 
desire  of  the  customer  to  possess  something 
which  the  shopkeeper  had  to  sell.  It  was 
necessary  to  make  a study  of  the  psychology 
of  the  people  buying  the  goods,  and  to  keep  the 
motive  in  mind  why  the  customer  buys  the 
goods.  He  also  emphasised  the  necessity  of 
smart  appearance  in  the  shops  and  of  a cheerful 
demeanour  on  the  part  of  the  assistants. 

Value  of  the  Film. 

The  lecture  was  followed  by  a cinematograph 
display.  Two  films  were  shown  which  indi- 
cated the  value  of  the  film  as  a silent  teacher. 
Specimens  of  good  and  bad  window  dressing 
Were  Bhown  ; also  some  of  the  secrets  of  good 
pulling  publicity  by  effectively  displayed  ad- 
vertisements. In  the  second  film,  showing' 
interiors  of  stores,  the  right  and  wrong  methods 
of  service  at  the  counter  were  clearly 
demonstrated. 

The  visitors  were  entertained  at  tea,  and  at 
the  close  a vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
Messrs.  Moore  and  Whyatt  and  to  the  company 
for  their  hospitality. 


ALDERSHOT’S  PUSH. 

The  Aldershot  Society  line  been  engaging 
in  a special  propaganda  campaign,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Joint  Propaganda  Committee 
°f  the  Oo-operative  Union  and  the  C.W.S. 
Concert-meetings  have  be<m  held  at  Fleet, 
Furnborough,  Ash,  and  Aldershot,  and  on 
each  occasion  the  meeting  place  was  crowded 
to  the  doors.  Excellent  addresses  have 
been  given  by  Mr.  W.  Resbury  (Southern 
Sectional  Board)  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Newman 
(C.W.S.  auditor).  The  programmes  were 
supplied  by  local  volunteers,  aided  by  Mr. 
Reginald  Wishart  (society  entertainer),  uho 
Was  engaged  through  the  Southern  Co-opera- 
tive Entertainment  Agency  and  he  achieved 
a great  success.  It  is  confidently  expected 
that  the  campaign,  which  is  being  supple- 
mented by  a special  canvass  throughout  the 
district,  will  he  of  great  value  to  the  society. 


The  picturesque  premises  opened  by 
Society  at 

Thehe  was  groat  enthusiasm  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  premises  of  the  recently 
amalgamated  Letchworth,  Hitchen,  and 
District  Society,  on  November  lltli,  and  an 
honoured  guest  was  Mr.  E.  0.  Greening. 

The  Letchworth  Society,  which  was 
founded  in  a cottage  in  1905,  anil  then  moved 
to  Leys  Avenue,  went  into  Eastcheap  in  the 
year  1913.  Having  outgrown  their  pre- 
mises, tlie  Garden  City  Co-oper.uois  have 
now  erected  a large  establishment,  designed 
by  Mr.  G.  L.  Ekins  (C.W.S.  architect)  in 
harmony  with  the  style  that  prevails  in 
Letchworth.  The  lighting  is  by  a new  inven- 
tion, the  shadowless  electric  globes,  claimed 
to  be  the  first  installation  of  the  kind  in  the 
country. 

The  new  building  is  of  three  storeys.  On 
the  ground  floor  are  the  departments  for 
drapery,  groceries,  boots,  confectionery,  ajiJ 


the  Letchworth,  Hitchin,  and  District 
Letchworth. 

gentlemen’s  outfitting.  Upstairs  there  are 
the  ladies’  mantle  department,  the  store 
and  despatch  department,  crockery,  and  tea 
rooms,  open  to  the  public  as  well  as  to 
members. 

A storey  higher  comes  the  Co-operative 
Hall,  a very  welcome  addition  to  the  assem- 
bly halls  of  the  town.  It  will  seat  five 
hundred  people  comfortably. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Ivensett,  J.P.  (chairman  of  the 
society),  presided  over  the  proceedings  and 
declare:!  the  new  premises  open;  whilst  Mr. 
A.  W.  Golightly  (C.W.S.  director),  Mr.  C. 
F.  Ball,  J.I’.,  C.C.  (chairman  of  the  Urban 
District  Council).  Mr.  A.  W.  E.  Bullmou: 
(representing  the  First  Garden  City  Co. 
Ltd.),  made  congratulatory  speeches. 

In  the  evening  a very  successful  public 
meeting  was  held,  at  which  addresses  were 
delivered  by  Mr.  Golightly,  Mr.  E 0. 
Greening,  and  others. 


SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 


In  the  shopping  week  held  recently  at 
Woking,  the  local  society  took  first  aiid 
second  prizes  in  the  classes  for  the  out3ido 
area  for  their  window  displays. 

Mr.  S.  Foster  (financial  seoretaiv  of  the 
London  Co-operative  Society)  will  give  an 
address  on  “ Present-Day  Difficulties”  at  a 
district  conference  at  the  Alexandra  Hall, 
High-street,  Stratford,  on  Saturday, 
December  9 th. 

The  members  of  the  Dartford  Society  are 
being  asked  .to  'approve  a grant  of  £25  to 
Mr.  J.  13.  Riches  (late  president)  in  appre- 
ciation of  his  services  to  the  society.  Air 
Riches  has  served  for  ten  years  as  presi- 
dent,- and  previously  he  was  a member  of 
the  committee  for  eleven  years. 

‘.‘  There  has.  been  a very  pleasant  increase 
in  the  weakly  trade  during  the  past  few 
weeks,”  London  Society’s  “ AVheatsheaf  ” 
reports.  “Each'  week  has  seen  a steady 
advance  on  the  previous  weak,  and  our  mem- 
bers are  urged  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
introducing  new  members  to  the  society.” 

Miss  M.  E.  Adams  daughter  of  Air.  A.  C. 
Adams  (a  member  of  the  London  Society’s 
management  committee)  was  married  to  Mr. 
A.  0.  King  at  St.  .Mary's  Church,  Ealing,  on 
Saturday.  In  the  evening  Mr.  ajid  Airs. 
Adams  entertained  a wide  circle  of  friends 
at  a social  at  Ealing  Town  Hall. 

The  first  of  a series  of  meetings  arranged 
by  the  Addlestone  Society’s  educational 
committee,  was  held  at  Walton,  on  Novem- 
ber 8th;  Mr.,  G.  Offer  presided  over  a well- 
filled  rcom.  Mrs.  Toon  (Women’s  Guild) 
explained  the  objects  of  the  Women's  Guild 
in  her  usual  able  riianner,  and  recommended 
the  women  to  form  a branch  at  Walton.  Mr. 
R.  Peck  (Walton-on-Thames)  also  gave  an 
address  on  “ The  Benefits  of  Co-operation,” 
and  a musical  programme  was  much 
enjoyed. 

It  is  an  interesting  sidelight  on  tile  work 
of  the  Co-operative  College  that  one  of  its 
students,  Air.  A.  Ginns,  should  have  gone 
down  to  AVoolwich  and  won  a seat  on  the 
Bcrough  Council  as  a Co-operative-Labour 
representative.  Mr.  Ginns’  majority — 13 — 
was  not  a princely  one,  blit  it  was  remark- 
able in  view  of  the  slump  in  Labour's  muni- 
cipal stock  in  London  recently.  Mr.  Ginns 
has  l»:eu  secretary  of  the  Plunistend  .Men's 
Guild,  and  has  also  acted  as  chairman  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  educational 
committee. 

We  have  i':csiyed  a letter  from  an.  indig- 
nant guildswomair who  enclosed  two  cuttings 
from  the  Hastiugs  “ Observer.  ’ One  of  the 
cuttings  is  an  extract  from  a letter  alleged 
to  have  been  written  by  ‘‘a  member  of  a 
co-operative  society”;  and  the  other  is  a 
letter  to  the  editor  by  someone  who  signed 
himself  " A Worker.”  If. the  descriptions 
of  the  writers  are  correct,  it  is  a pity  they 
are  so  ill-informed.  One  attributes  the  pie- 
vailing  unemployment  to  the  strikes  of 
“ satisfied  men”  incited  by  the  Socialist 
Party.  The  employers  admit  that  works  are 
at  a standstill  because  international  ex- 
changes make  export  trade  impossible.  The 
first  sericus  unemployment  arose  because 
the  Reparations  Policy  of  the  Allie©  sent 
German  coal  to  France  which  formerly 
bought  Welsh  coal. 


YNYSYBWLS  EXPANSION 


RECENT  PROPAGANDA. 

The  Ynysybwl  Society  was  recently  the 
centre  of  propaganda  activity  under  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  George  E.  Griffiths  (national 
propagandist),  and  very  successful  meetings 
were  held  at  Llantwit,  Pontypridd,  Aborcynon, 
and  Cilfynydd.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
this  society  is  fortunate  in  having  an  excep- 
tionally fine  educational  spirit,  a large  number 
of  the  local  co-operativo  educational  enthu- 
siasts being  former  summer  school  students, 
and  present  members  of  the  society’s  educa- 
tional committee  or  members  of  the  women’s 
or  men’s  cq-operativc  guilds. 

A remarkable  feature  of  the  history  of  tho 
Ynysybwl  Society  is  the  extraordinarily  rapid 
progress  made  in  recent  years.  But  for  the 
. war  period,  which,  of  course,  operated  as  a 
serious  check  upon  enterprise,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  big  developments  would  have  taken  place 
in  the  central  organisation  of  the  society,  and 
in  all  probability  the  town  of  Pontypridd  (the 
natural  central  home  of  the  undertaking)  would 
have  seen  tangible  evidences  of  the  expanding 
power  and  strength  of  tho  co-operative  society, 
whose  central  bakery  and  transport  department 
are  already  among  the  more  important  features 
of  the  town. 

Tho  rate  of  growth  at  Ynysybwl  may  be 
ganged  from  the  fact  that  in  1909  the  member- 
ship was  873  ; to-day  it  is  nearly  7,000  ; and 
the  trade,  which  in  1909  was  less  than  £50,000, 
is  now  very  little  short  of  half-a-million.  In 
other  words,  the  society  has  expanded  ten 
times  in  little  more  than  as  many  years. 


FINANCIAL  NEEDS. 

METROPOLITAN  CONFERENCE. 

A Metropolitan  District  Conference  was 
held  at  the  Council  School,  Hampstead 
Garden  Suburb,  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
Air.  A.  C.  Burn  presided  over  a representa- 
tive gathering  of  delegates  from  various 
co-operative  organisations  in  the-  Metro- 
polis. Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (sectional  secretary) 
introduced  Mr.  Riddle’s  Congress  paper. 

Mr.  Hibberd  took  a similar  line  as  at 
previous  conferences  with  some  little 
voriation,  being  content  to  give  details 
respecting  a number  of  suggestions  which 
had  been  made  with  the  object  of ’achieving 
tlie  financial  stability  of  the  movement. 
The  discussion  was  discursive,  and  consi- 
derations of  space  will  not  permit  a de- 
tailed report.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  there 
was  not  the  strong  opposition  to  tlie  idea 
of  capital  redemption  that  lies  been  ex- 
perienced at  some  conferences,  but  the 
time  was  held  to  be  inopportune. 

In  his  reply  Mr.  Hibberd  pointed  out 
that  all  times  were  inopportune  for  new 
ideas  or  the  application  of  them.  It  was 
much  better  to  discuss  a proposal  with  a 
view  to  making  it  opportune  than  to  stand 
still  and  not  welcome  new  ideas.  He  also 
pointed  out  that  these  conferences  had 
done  a great,  deal  of  good  in  forcing  people 
to  recognise  tho  value  of  a good  reserve 
and  depreciation  funds.  A vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  at  the  conclusion  of  the  tea 
which  followed. 


SCHOOL  FOR  SECRETARIES. 

The  London  branch  of  the  Oo-operative 
Secretaries’  Association  have  arranged  to 
hold  a Week-End  School  at  ” Shornells,” 
Abbey  Wood,  on  Dec.  3rd  and  4tli,  when  lec- 
tures will  bo  delivered  by  Mr.  B.  B.  Bem- 
bridge  (secretary  and  manager  of  the  Barry 
Dock  Society),  Miss  M.  Tappari,  B.A.  (lec- 
turer at  the  London  Schcol  of  Economics), 
and  Mr.  It.  AI ’Donald  (of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Joynson  Hicks  and  Co.,  solicitors).  Forms 
of  application,  can  be  obtained  from  Air.  W. 
A.  Wilkinson,  secretary,  95,  Lomlon-road, 
Brighton,  


Under  the  -auspices  of  the  Woking  So- 
ciety’s education  committee,  a concert  was 
given  at  Long  Ditton  on  Novemlier  17th. 
Air.  Joseph  Wilson’s  concert  party  rendered 
a fine  programme  to  a large  and  appreciative 
audience,  and  Air.  George  Fiddynicnt  (secre- 
tary) gave  an  address  on  the  history  and 
achievements  of  the  co-operative  movement. 
A plentiful  supply  of  literature  was  distri- 
buted. The  event  was  a great  success,  and 
good  results  are  anticipated. 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 

NOWADAYS. 


Oxford. — The  quarterly  meeting  was  held 
on  Friday,  November  10th;  Air.  E.  King 
presiding  over  a moderate  attendance.  Sales 
for  thepast  quarter  amounted  to  £74,084, 
a decrease  of  £16,394  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  of  1921.  There  were 
223  new  members.  The  exhibition,  of  C.W.S. 
productions  held  in  connection  with  the 
jubilee  celebrations  of  the  society  proved  a 
great  success,  ninny  thousands  passing 
through.  The  retiring  members  of  the  com- 
mittee were  re-elected.  Mr.  T.  Ramsey  re- 
signed the  office  of  treasurer  owing  to  ill- 
health  after  serving' the  society  for  twenty- 
three  years.  The  following  donations  were 
voted  in  celebration  of  the  jubilee  : — Fifty 
guineas  to  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  ten 
guineas  each  to  the  Eye  Hospital  and  the 
Acland  District  Nurses  Fund,  and  five 
guineas  to  the  Nazareth  Home.  A sum 
of  three  guineas  was  voted  to  the  E.  O. 
Greening  Special  Appeal  Fund. 

Isle  of  Thanet. — The  interest  taken  in 
the  business  of  tlie  society  was  demon- 
strated by  the  large  attendance  of  mem- 
bers at  the  quarterly  .meeting  held  at  the 
Foresters’  Hall,  Ramsgate.  Mr.  W.  Rig- 
den  (president)  was  in  the  cihair.  A divi- 
dend of  6d.  in  tlie  pound  was  approved  on 
members’  purchases,  and  a grant  of  £7  15s. 
was  made  to  the  educational  committee. 
The  net  sales  amounted  to  £11,704.  Messrs. 
Norris  and  Burley  were  re-elected  to  the 
management  committee.  A resolution  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Yeo  that  the  members  of  the 
management  committee  should  be  paid 
2s.  6d.  instead  of  6d.  for  each  meeting  they 
attended  up  to  thirteen  in  a quarter  did 
not  find  favour,  the  greatest  opposition 
coming  from  the  committeemen  themselves. 
The  resolution  was  ultimately  withdrawn. 

Dartford. — Tlie  report  of  the  manage- 
ment committee  presented  at  the  quarterly 
meeting  this  week  stated  that  for  the 
quarter  ended  October  lltli  there  was  a 
decrease  in  trade  amounting  to  £8,062.  It 
is  assumed  that  the  cost  of  living  is  18  per 
cent,  down  ns  compared  with  tlie  previous 
year’s  trade,  and  it  is  thus  apparent  that 
the  actual  volume  of  business  is  greater. 
The  membership  shows  a net  increase  of 
60,  and  stands  at  5,069.  Twelve  collective 
life  assurance  claims  have  been  paid  during 
the  quarter.  The  milk  department  is  now 
well  established,  and  tlie  committee  are 
quite  satisfied  with  the  progress  which  is 
being  made. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  “ Women’s  Pages,” 
"Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


WOMEN’S  VOTES. 

WHAT  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN. 

The  election  is  over  and  people  every- 
where will  be  trying  to  estimate  the 
causes  and  the  influences  which  have  led 
to  the  results  finally  achieved. 

One  interesting  feature  of  the  election 
is  that  in  nearly  every  constituency, 
the  poll  was  a large  one,  including,  as 
the  figures  show,  a heavy  record  of 
women  voters.  This,  to  us,  is  good  in 
itself,  showing  that  women  have  at  last 
wakened  up  to  their  responsibilities  as 
citizens.  HOW  they  have  used  their 

VOTES  IS  KNOWN  ONLY  TO  THEMSELVES  I 
no  figures  can  show  to  what  extent  the 
women's  votes  actually  affected  the 
results  of  the  poll,  any  more  than  can 
the  final  results  show  what  will  be  the 
experience  of  women  candidates  in  the 
next  Parliamentary  election. 

We  must  greatly  regret  that  no  other 
of  the’  twenty-nine  women  candidates 
succeeded  in  joining  Lady  Astor  and 
Mrs.  Wintringham.  More  particularly 
do  we  regret  that  Mrs.  Rackham — a 
staunch  co-operator  and  president  of  the 
Cambridge  guild  branch — and  our  own 
co-operative  woman  candidate — Mrs. 
Barton — failed  this  time  to  win  seats. 
Mrs.  Barton’s  poll  of  7,017  was  extremely 
good  considering  the  opposition  she  had 
to  face,  and  compares  well  with  many 
other  of  the  women  candidates.  The 
fact  that  her  successful  opponent  was 
elected  on  a minority  vote  should  do 
much  to  help  co-operative  women  to 
understand  the  inequity  of  the  present 
system  of  voting.  Had  the  poll  been 
taken  on  Proportional  Representation, 
the  result  might  have  been  entirely 
different.  • 

However,  it  is  idle  to  speculate  on 
what  might  have  been  : what  we  have 
to  do,  if  we  want  working  women 
representatives  in  Parliament,  is  to  con- 
tinue to  instruct  working  women  in  the 
system  of  Proportional  Representation, 
SO  that  when  a change  in  our  electoral 
methods  becomes  a possibility,  it  will 
be  easy  for  them  to  understand  the 
equity  of  this  new  system. 

As  we  intimated  last  week,  out  imme- 
diate duty  and  interest  is  to  build  up 
and  strengthen  in  every  way  within  our 
power  the  whole  of  our  co-operative 
organisation.  With  the  co-operative 
movement  touching  the  lives  of  the 
workers  at  every  point,  bringing  within 
their  own  hands  the  power  of  governing 
and  guarding  their  mutual  interests, 
party'  politics  as  we  now  know  them  wall 
become  of  less  and  less  importance. 

To-day  it  is  the  sharp  division  that 
exists  between  the  old  system  of  profit- 
making, and  co-operation,  which  is 
responsible  for  all  the  bitterness  of 
political  strife.  When  the  interests  of 
the  community  are  mutually  bound 
together,  as  in  our  co-operative  organisa- 
tion, we  shall  come  to  that  happier 
time  when  “NONE  ARE  FOR  A 
PARTY,  BUT  ALL  ARE  FOR  THE 
STATE." 

To-day  the  co-operative  state  calls 
for  our  united  service,  and  for  our  ut- 
most effort  to  bring  it  to  a state  of 
prosperity  never  before  experienced,  and 
to  this  we  must  all  turn  our  hands. 


At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Rochdale  Guild 
Miss  Bright,  J.P..  gave  an  interesting 
account  of  police  court  work. 

A two-days’  school  for  the  Dewsbury  and 
Huddersfield  district  was  held  at  Wakefield 
recently.  The  subjects  taken  were  11  Mar- 
ried Women  in  Paid  Positions  ” and  “ In- 
ternational Co-operative  Trade.”  There 
was  a good  discussion  on  both  subjects. 
Mrs,  Webster  (Sectional  Council  member) 
was  the  teacher. 

The  furnishing  department  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Society  is  busy  completing 
arrangements  for  the  children's  Christmas 
fair,  to  bo  opened  on  Saturday  next 
(November  ‘25th).  The  spacious  meeting- 
room  at  the  society’s  central  premises  in 
High-street  have  been  devoted  to  this 
enterprise.  Mr.  Mustoe,  who  is  in  charge, 
Says  it  will  bo  tlie  finest  Christmas  bnzaar 
too  movement  has  ever  lind  in  the  city. 
There  will  be  thousands  of  toys  and  many 
special  features  have  been  introduced  to 
give  joy  to  the  children.  Among  the  special 
attractions  will  be  n fairy  house  and  nn 
entertainer , who  will  give  a shadowgraph 
exhibition  and  perform  conjuring  tricks. 
Santa  Claus  will  be  there,  too, 


IN  THE  ELECTION  BATTLE-LINES. 


WOMEN  WORKERS'  AFTER  THOUGHTS. 


NEED  FOR  BETTER  ORGANISATION  AND 
EDUCATION. 


To-day  the  welfare  of  the  whole  co-operative  movement  rests,  from  a Par- 
liamentary point  of  view,  on  the  shoulders  of  four  members,  our  old  and  tried 
Parliamentarian,  Mr.  Waterson,  having  been  defeated.  We  have  to  admit,  as  a 
result  of  what  has  happened,  that  men  are  not  prepared  to  admit  womon 
to  Parliamentary  honours  yet.  For  canvassing,  public  speaking,  and  clerical 
work,  the  women  are  useful;  but  as  yet  the  King  Canute  tradition  holds  good. 
“ Thus  far  and  no  further  shalt  thou  go.”  This  must  be  so  yvhen  a host  of 
gifted,  tried  public  women  are  turned  down  at  the  polling  booths,  as  has  been 
the  case  during  this  election.  However,  it  is  only  to  waste  time  to  cry  over 
spilt  milk.  The  thing  is  to  be  up  and  doing,  preparing  for  the  next  election, 
when  our  slogan  must  be  that  never,  never  again  shall  women  suffer  such 
defeats. 

We  give  below  and  on  the  opposite  page  expressions  of  opinion  from  co- 
operative women  workers  who  have  been  concerned  with  the  organising  work  of 
of  the  election  Just  passed. 


WHAT  CHRISTMAS 
STANDS  FOR. 

READ  ■ . 

“WOMAN'S  OUTLOOK." 

Clir.Vnms  Number  W ill  Tell  Yo  i 

How  Women  Want  a New  Peace, 
About  the  League  of  Nations. 
Christmas  Gins  and  Jingles. 
Party  Coiffures.  Christmas  Puddings— 
Readers'  Recipes. 

All  These  Things  and  Many  More,  and 
THREE  COMPLETE  STORIES. 

ALL  FOR  THREE.HALFPENCE. 


week  from  the 


“ The  line  of  battle  in  which  I was  par- 
ticularly concerned,”  said  Mrs.  Dora 
Taylor,  " was  Stockport,  an  immense  con- 
stituency with  sixty-two  thousand  electors 
and  running  on  polling  day  forty-five 
polling  stations.  As  all  the  world  now 
knows,  the  sitting  Members  polled  thirty- 
five  and  thirty-three  thousand  votes  each, 
the  opposing  Co-operative  candidate  seven- 
teen thousand,  and  the  Labour  candidate 
sixteen  thousand  respectively.  Taking  the 
odd  numbers  into  consideration  that  meant 
that  fifty-three  thousand  people  voted. 

Stockport  contains  the  two  extremes — a 
residential  and  suburban  area  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  most  appalling  slums,  court 
within  court,  places  which  our  menfolk 
would  not  allow  our  women  to  touch.  From 
these  two  areas  came  the  tremendous  vote 
for  our  opponents.  Not  a hovel  or  a cellar 
was  too  mean  or  dangerous  for  our  oppo- 
nents to  search  out,  for  just  this  one  day. 
The  blind,  the  crippled,  the  suffering,  were 
tenderly  carried  into  luxurious  motors  for 
a brief  ten  minutes  of  consideration  and 
deference  until  they  had  cast  for  rich  men’s 
use  their  tiny  mite  of  political  power,  to 
return  again  to  the 
darkness,  squalor,  and 
limitation,  which,  did 
they  but  know,  that 
power  might  lift  from 
them  for  ever.  Then 
inside  tho  thirty-three 
thousand  votes  given  to 
the  Conservative  candi- 
date were  many  thou- 
sands of  duplicate  A'otes. 
that  is,  women  voted 
with  tueir  husbands, 
thus  doubling  the  vote 
without  changing  its 
meaning. 

“The  fight'  had  its 
tragedy.  Men  of  our 
own  people,  who  had 
faced  two  and  more 
years  of  unemployment, 
refused  the  opportunity 
of  drawing  four  pounds  .. 
other  side  to  work  for  nothing  hut  thanks 
for  us.  One  of  our  best  workers  began 
-his  day  by  a visit  to  the  workhouse  for  his 
allowance  of  food  for  his  family,  and  he  a 
skilled  engineer  at  that.  Scores  of  our 
women  were  out  at  work  in  the  daytime,, 
the  sole  supports  of  their  families,  turning 
out  at  night  to  canvass  and  take  out 
literature. 

” But  when  loyalty  and  devotion  and 
sacrifice  had  done  their  utmost  there  re- 
mained big  gaps  which  education  and 
organisation  alone  can  fill.  The  enemy 
have  their  hands  on  every  voter,  however 
obscure;  wo  hardly  know  even  our  friends. 
But  future  fights  will  be  fights  of  organisa- 
tion. The  ignorant,  indifferent,  apathetic 
voters  are  trump  cards  of  the  enemies  of 
progress ; they  intend  to  see  to  it  that 
these  shall  be  bribed- or  enticed  or  worried 
into  casting  their  votes.  We  therefore 
cannot  afford  to  ignore  them.  This  means 
that  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Co-operative 
Party  must  be  organised  for  coutinual 
service,  for  the  continunl  distribution  of 
simple  literature,  for  the  registration  of 
known  sympathisers,  for  the  running  of 
social  centres  of  propaganda  and  for  street 
meetings.  Especially  is  it  necessary  to 
develop  social  contact  amongst  workers  and 
sympathisers,  and  this  particularly  amongst 
the  poorer  class  of  voters,  who  so  much 
need  it.  There  should  be  an  active  policy 
of  developing  guild  branches  in  the  out- 
lying districts.  The  large  central  guild  is 
nothing  like  so  useful  as  are  the  smaller 
branches  at  the  1 spoke  ends.’ 

“ The  organisation  of  our"  women  folk 
must  be  taken  up.  Whatever  lip-service 
men  may  offer  they  are  not  seriously  recog- 
nising nor  making  provision  for  the  special 
t education  of  the  women.  It  was  with  un- 
‘concealable  pride  and  triumph  that  I dis- 
covered in  Stockjiort  a half-dozen  co-opera- 
tive women  carrying  out  independently  and 
efficiently  the  detail  work  of  running  com- 
mittee-rooms. They  had  trained  them- 
selves 1 Three  women  plunged  into  chair- 
manship after  half-an-hour’s  coaching,  nnd 
did  it  well — bad  been  aching  to  make  a 
start  in  fact.  Our  women  have  courage — 
any  amount  of  it.  They  need  recognition 
and  training.” 


Another  who  has  been  in  the  firing  line 
in  several  constituencies  during  the  elec- 
tion, writes  our  London  correspondent,  is 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Christie,  one  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party’s  organisers. 

“ There  was  greater  interest  displayed 
than  at  the  last  general  election,"  she  said. 
At  first  the  vote  was  regarded  as  a novelty ; 
now  women  are  realising  the  duty  of  exer- 
cising a wise  selection.  Housing  and  un- 
employment have  been  the  two  dominating 
questions  at  this  election." 

"The  capital  levy?”  "Oh,  yes,  that 
has  playea  a part  in  the  election,” 
she  replied,  producing  nn  election  sheet 
issued  in  Kettering  division  by  Mr.  Wnter- 
son’s  opponent,  in  which  it  wn6  asserted 
that  under  a capital  levy,  furniture,  house- 
hold goods,  and  even  the  piano  would  be 
valued  by  Government  officials ! 

To  the  women  of  South  Wales  the  results 
of  the  elections  there  have  given  every 
satisfaction.  Mrs.  Matt.  Lewis,  one  of  the 
women  organisers  there,  writes  to  the 
effect  that  her  task  has  been  made  lighter 
by  the  boundless  enthusiasm  of  the  women. 

Women's  meetings  were 
-1  -1- i-t -r-x-i.®  organised  by  the  enn- 
* diuatos,  but  the 
speakers  were  subject 
to  such  a fire  of  quesr 
tions  and  comments 
from  women  whom 
they  had  not  credited 
with  intelligence,  that 
many  will  not  want  to 
come  to  A b e r d n r e 
again.  Many  asked  the 
speakers  for  their 
party’s  policy,  and  the 
unsatisfactory  answer, 
11  We’re  coining  to  that 
now,”  told  tlie  women 
how  the  Inst  Govern- 
ment had  adopted  such 
an  nttitude  to  the 
workers,  and  how  they 
were  not  going  to  be 
put  off  ” any  longer.  Speakers  were 
told  that  even  the  Factory  Acta  were 
only  passed  under  pressure.  In  Aber- 
dare.  the  women  voted  Labour  because 
they  knew  tliat.  reduced  wages,  taxation  of 
food,  and  tlie  housing  muddle  were  due  to 
the  past  Tory-Liberal  Government.  Pence 
and  tranquillity  was  not  the  state  of  affairs 
that  would  benefit  the  workers.  They  also 
denounced  the  other  parties  beoause  they 
supported  militarism,  curtailed  education, 
reduced  pensions,  and  starved  babies.  So 
they  (sent  tlier  candidate  to  Parliament 
with  a majority  of  over  5,000. 

"To  me,"  said  a Sheffield  woman, 
“ the  success  of  our  Co-operative  enndi- 
'dates  is  something  to  be  very  proud  of.  I 
disagree  with  those  who  say  that  in  con- 
stituencies where  Co-operative  candidates 
have  lost  the  money  spent  has  been  thrown 
away.  These  constituencies  will  he  much 
easier  to  fight  next  time,  because  we  have 
familiarised  the  voters  with  the  programme 
of  the  Co-operative  Party.” 

" The  interest  our  women  have  taken  in 
this  election  is,  to  me,  its  remarkable 
feature,”  said  another  woman.  "The  door- 
to-door  cnnvnssing  undertaken  by  guilds- 
women  has  done  much  to  educate  women 
politically,  and  I feel  we  should  continue 
to  preach  co-operation  to  these  women  by 
some  means  or  other.  It  would  not  have 
been  possible  four  years  ago  for  a Co-opera- 
tive candidate  to  obtain  two  hundred 
women  all  willing  to  do  canvassing,,  as  so 
many  of  the  candidates  have  been  able  to 
do  in  this  election." 

"As  ft  canvn66er  I .find  women  are  no 
longer  willing  to  follow  their  husbands  in 
political  thought,”  remarked  another.  " I 
have  canvassed  about  five  hundred  houses 
during  this  election.  I found  plenty  bf 
opposition,  but  no  apathy.  Women  have 
said  to  me  : 1 I like  your  pnrty's  programme 
because  it  is  the  only  one  with  a definite 
policy,  suggesting  practical  remedies.'  ” 

“ The  interest  of  our  young  people  is  all 
in  the  right  direction,”  said  yet  another 
woman.  “ Fifty  girls  who  came  under  my 
influence  have  spent  most  of  their  spare 
time  for  our  Co-operative  candidate.” 


" Woman's  Outlook ' 

mas  Puddings. 


for  reliable  Christ- 


CO-OPERATIVE  WOMEN. 

HOW  HAVE  THEY  VOTED ? 

[From  a Correspondent.] 

There  has  been  a good  deal  of  speculation 
as  to  how  the  women  would  vote  at 
Genera!  Election.  The  1918  election  w * 
one  of  sentiment,  and  was  not  a guj,ie  ■ 
any  way  to  the  recent  election. 

Now  that  the  results  are  known,  it  ia 
curious  to  see  how  many  of  the  victors 
whatever  their  politics,  claim  that  the 
women  helped  them  materially.  One  Indg. 
pendent  Liberal  paper,  the  “ Westminster 
Gazette,”  says:  — 

The  women  are  found  to  go  with  this 
party  or  that,  but  to  bring  to  all  publr 
questions  a view-point  of  their  own.  They 
have  seen  that  what  happens  at  West- 
minster affects  every  one  of  them  in  their 
homes,  that  questions  of  taxation  and  e:o. 
nomy,  of  Free  Trade  or  Protection,  have 
their  reflection  in  the  weekly  expenditure 
and  that  if  their  children  are  to  have  the 
education  which  will  give  them  a better 
chance  in  life,  the  character  of  that  edu- 
cation is  determined  in  Parliament.  The 
response  of  women  citizens  to  the  prac- 
tical idealism  of  the  League  of  Nations 
has  been  one  of  the  best  signs  of  the 
election. 

"What  have  our  co-operative  women  done 
with  their  votes?  They  are  not  new 
to  the  idea  of  voting,  and  in  the  con- 
stituencies wliena  there  were  Co-operative 
candidates  the  women  worked  nobly  ; but 
what  about  the  bulk  of  women  co-operators? 
Did  they  weigh  in  their  minds  the  tremen- 
dous issues  that  depended  on  the  kind  of 
Government  returned  to  power?  Did  they 
think  of  the  education  of  their  children,  tho 
need  for  foreign  trade  and  a free  market, 
and  brotherliness  and  co-operation?  A vote 
is  sometimes  treated  lightly,  but  tlie  women 
are  treating  it  seriously,  and  before  long 
only  those  candidates  will  have  the  support 
of  co-operative  women  who  are  ready  to 
work  both  for  industrial  peace  and  fair  play 
and  international  co-operation. 


THE  CAPITAL  LEVY. 


Dear  Madam, — Co-operators  need  not  bo 
despondent.  To  have  succeeded  in  return- 
ing to  Parliament  four  representatives  of 
the  movement  is  gratifying  and  justifies 
the  existence  of  the  Co-operative  Party. 
But  e veri-one- must  be  disappointed  that  Mr. 
Waterson  has  lost  his  seat,  showing  dearly 
what  we  are  up  against. 

Guildswomen  in  general  will  be  proud  of 
Mrs.  Barton’s  record  in  the  King’s  Norton. 
Division;  she  put  up  a splendid  fight.  That 
she  did  not  succeed  was  largely  due  to  the 
women  voters,  who  somehow  cannot  trust, 
women  to  represent  them.’  It  is  very  de- 
plorable that  no  working  women’s  represen-  . 
tative  should  have  been  elected.  With  all 
due  respect  to  the  two  ladies  elected,  they 
cannot,  and  we  don’t  expect  them  to.  under- 
stand what  working  women  endure  when 
father  is  out  of  work,  and  when  lie  is  in 
work  the  everlasting  fear  that  it  may  not 
last.  It  should  be  the  principle  the  indi- 
vidual stands  for  that  must  be  our  guide  in 
deciding  our  support. 

To  me  the  literature  sent  into  tlie  con- 
stituencies was  an  insult  to  the  intelligence 
of  the  voters;  but  it  shows  how  necessary 
it  is  that  at  least  guildswoineii  sliould 
understand  the,  capital  levy,  so  that  they 
may  be  missionaries  amongst  tlie  other 
women  who  do  not  belong,  to  tlie  Guild.  1 
would  therefore  suggest  that  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  get  out  a leaflet  showing  bow  the 
capital  levy  would  work. 

Your  correspondent,  D.  Smith,  asks: 
‘Will  our  joining  with  the  Labour  Party 
give  to  t-lie  co-operative  movement  a greater 
power?”  My  answer  would  be.  " Most  de- 
cidedly.” But  that  time  is  not  yet.  I'1 
the  meantime,  let  us  work  together  in  our 
own  movements  till  we  do  meet,  which  uiny 
be  sooner  than  many  expect.  Mr.  Water  son 
had  to  work  with  the  Labour  Party.  Be 
gave  and  received  assistance;  and  so  it  vnu 
be  with  our  present  representatives, 
only  every  Guild  branch  will  have  a speaKe 
on  the  capital  levy,  with  a blackboard  musj 
trations  of  figures,  the  next  election  wi 
find  us  ready,  and  not  all  the  untrue  l,te  ‘ 
ture  in  the  world  nor  any  " charming  l,e 
sodalities  ” will  influence  our  votes.  — tour  , 

A-c.,  A.  E.  Corrik- 

Coventry,  November  20th,  1922. 


A successful  two-days’  school  was  belli  , 
the  Lewes  district  on  the  13th  and , 
inst.,  when  Mrs.  Allen  (Central  Coinin' 
was  the  teacher.  Her  subjects  were  J 
Trade  Campaign,”  " International  _ .j 
operation,”  "Married  Women  in  ‘ .. 
Positions,”  and  "The  Co-operative  » a • ^ 
The  number  attending  was  not  so  arfi .jiff, 
usual  owing  to  the  election,  and  the  e. 
tiou  held  the  week  previously. 

The  women's  seotion  of  the  Gainsborough 
Labour  Party  have  sent  a letter  . 
Gainsborough  Women’s  Guild  re£  t|ie 
that  local  guild  officials  have,  uiiri 
recent  election,  worked  in  favour  ^jje 
capitalist  class  against  labour.  . ve 
giving  every  individual  the  right  o ^ 
nnd  maintain  their  own  opinion-.  _ 
women  of  the  Labour  organisation  -uSt 
that  it  was  a wrong  policy  to  ''  ?rk  „re- 
the  only  party  which  at  any  time 
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“SHE’S  A GOOD  ’UN!” 


NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


Driver , 5,  Murray-street,  Acomb- 
road,  lork,  13  now  the  secretary  of  the 
Holgate  Guild. 

A new  guild  lias  been  opened  at  Camber- 
well Green.  Representatives  from  the 
lloyal  Arsenal  Society’s  education  committee 
and  neighbouring  guilds  attended  the  official 
°P^nin8-  Twenty-three  members  were  en- 
rolled. The  president  is  Mrs.  Leigh  and 
the  secretary  Mrs.  Hoar. 

A new  guild  has  been  formed  in  the 
Cheshire  and  North  Wales  district  at 
Bangor.  The  secretary  is  Mrs.  Chamber- 
lain,  57,  Carnarvon-road,  Bangor.  The  pre- 
sident of  the  local  society  (Mr.  Jones)  took 
the  chair  at  the  opening  meeting,  and  Mrs. 
Billingo  (district  secretary)  and  Mrs. 
Griffiths  made  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
National  Publishing  Society's  publica- 
tions, particularly  the  “ Woman’s  Outlook.” 

Darlington’s  ” Daughter.” — A new 

branch  of  the  Women’s  Guild  has  been 
opened  at  Coekerton  (Darlington).  Mrs. 
Gibbins  (district  president)  presided  over 
the  inaugural  meeting,  held  in  the  Co-opera- 
tive Hall,  Darlington,  and  the  district 
speakers  were  Mrs.  Fleetham  and  Mrs. 
Forbes  (Hunwick),  who  both  explained  the 
aims  and  objects  of  the  Guild.  The  sectional 
secretary  (Mrs.  Ferguson,  J.P.)  was  absent 
through  indisposition.  Mrs.  Moses,  Ashton- 
terrace,  Coekerton,  Darlington,  was  ap- 
pointed secretary  of  the  new  branch.  The 
ladies  very  much  appreciated  the  cup  of  tea 
provided  by  the  Darlington  education  com- 
mittee, and  served  by  the  ladies  of  that 
committee.  This  branch  is  the  fourth 
opened  in  the  Mid-Durham  district  during 
the  present  year. 


The  Horsed  Guild  held  its  first  birthday 
meeting  and  social  evening  recently, 
when  over  200  members  and  friends  were 
present.  Mrs.  Taylor  (president)  extended 
a welcome.  A benevolent  fund  has  been 
started,  also  a penny  bank  and  a congress 
and  holiday  fund.  The  order  for  ‘ Woman's 
Outlook”  is  increasing. 

The  Bungay  Guild  members  started  their 
autumn  programme  with  a harvest  festival, 
the  members  bringing  some  small  produce 
from  their  gardens  and  allotments,  which 
was  sold  by  mock  auction.  Over  23s.  was 
raised  for  the  self-help  fund. 

The  Willington  Guild  (celebrated  its  first 
birthday  on  the  4th  inst.  Mrs.  A.  Mortimer 
(district  secretary)  presided  over  the  meet- 
ing, at  which  Mrs.  Ferguson,  J.P.  (sectional 
secretary),  spoke  on  ” Guild  Spirit.”  Tea 
was  served  to  over  300.  Mrs.  Ferguson  cut 
the  birthday  cake,  contributed  to  by  all  the 
guild  members. 

Finding  the  distance  too  gnaat  to  attend 
Guild  meetings  at  Cheltenham,  another 
branch  has  been  started  at  Charlton  Kings. 
This  was  formed  twelve  mo  11  tl is  ago.  and  lias 
proved  a success.  To  celebrate  the  first 
anniversary  a tea  and  concert  have  just,  been 
held,  when  no  less  than  160  members  and 
friends  attended,  and  representatives 
attended  from  the  education  committee,  and 
from  Cheltenham,  Gloucester  (Central  and 
South  End),  and  Tewkesbury  branches  of  tile 
Women's  Guild.  Children  of  members  and 
other  friends  contributed  the  programme.  A 
pretty  fairy  play  was  well  acted  by  eight 
little  girls,  trained  by  Miss  Dorothy  Skinner 
(daughter  of  the  branch  manager  at  Charlton 
Kings). 


MRS.  BARTON  CLAIMED  AS  “ THE  BEST  MAN.” 


LANCASHIRE'S  C.C.  MEMBER. 

L\  Mrs.  Matthews  Lancashire  has  a mem- 
ber on  the  Central  Committee  who  never 
fights  shy  of  work.  She  was  recently  in  the 
thick  of  the  political  fight  at  Stockport,  and 
for  five  days  was  busy  canvassing  the  con- 
stituency. No  stranger  to  Stockport,  Mrs. 
Matthews  did  yeoman  service  in  the  last 
Parliamentary  bye-election.  Since  the  elec- 
tion her  time  lias  been  devoted  to  visiting 
the  guilds  in  the  section  and  at  a public 
Meeting  convened  by  tl'©  N©wcustle-un«ler- 
kyme  Guild,  on  Monday  evening,  Mrs.  Mat- 
thews delivered  an  address  on  “ Capitalist 
Pule  and  its  Consequences,”  when  many 
J’on-i  o-operators  attended.  At  a school 
hold  at  Birkenhead,  Mrs.  Matthews  spoke  on 
“ Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions,”  and 
*he  felt  amply  repaid  when  the  discussion  re- 
peated no  one  against. 


MRS.  PROSSER’S  POPULARITY. 

Mits.  Phosskk  (president  of  the  Nntionnl 
©men’s  Guild)  lias  been  re-elected  to  the 
Gloucester  Society’s  management  commit- 
tee. She  was  head  of  the  poll  with  793 
voto*.  The  Labour  Party  gave  assistance, 
u,"l  the  scene  round  the  polling  station  was 
einiiiur  in  interest  and  excitement  to 
Hint  of  a municipal  election. 


women;spage& 

a FORTNIGHT’S  WHIRLWIND. 


HOW  WE  WORKED  FOR  OUR  WOMAN  CANDIDATE. 


As  was  to  be  expected,  Mrs. 

Barton  was  very  tired  after  her 
fight  atJving’s  Norton,  and  has 
been  resting  during  tho  week- 
end. 

But  amoii"  those  who  have 
worked  for  her  the  result  has 
not  been,  as  one  body  puts  it, 

overwhelmingly  disappoint- 
ing. And  though  we  know  that 
the  victor  polled  (with  the  help 
of  many  motor  cars)  every  vote 
that  could  begot  in  the  division, 
we  feel  that  had  there  not  been 
another  candidate  in  the  field, 
we  might  have  captured  all  the 
more  progressive  votes  and  won. 

As  it  is  our  candidate’s  large 
poll  is  a triumph,  and  had  we 
had  another  week,  we  cr.uld 
have  won.  At  every  meeting 
there  came  people  who  were  un- 
decided whether  a woman  would  do  for 
Parliament,  but  these  went  away  impressed 
by  the  earnestness  and  the  fighting  qualities 
of  our  candidate. ” 

One  railwayman  claimed  Mrs.  Barton  ns 
‘‘the  best  man,”  and  though  trade  unionists 
had  to  be  convinced  that  a woman  could 
represent  their  interests,  before  the  end  of 
the  campaign  the  general  opinion  in  Hie 
works  was  expressed  in  the  phrase:  “ She's 
a good  ’un.” 


Another  supporter  says  “the 
constituency  has  been  educated 
as  never  befoio,  and  tile  light 
has  been  distinctly  fruitful, 
leaving  good  hopes  fur  the 
future.  But  one  regrettable 
feature  of  the  campaign  has 
b:en  the  apathy— evon  the 
opposition— of 
harm  being  d> 
circulation  of 
regard  to  our 
funds ; and  the  fact  that 
local  society  was  paying  a small 
dividend  was  openlv  attributed 
by  opponents  to  the  . Co-opera- 
tive candidate’s  expends.  It 
was  most  unfortunate  that 
members  should  have  allowed 
themselves  to  believe  these 
misrepresentations.” 

Mrs.  Barton  made  a w:nd  r- 
ful  impression  is  the  opinion  of  others,  while 
she  herself  admits  that  never  has  she  seen 
a mo  1?  enthusiastic  body  of  workers-  in  any 
election.  ” The  work  put  in  -by  everybody,” 
sl:o  says,  ” was  magnificent,  and  must  bear 
abundant  fruit  in  the  future.” 


A coffee  supper  and  social  on  Monday 
last  week  provided  the  opening  of  the 
Gomersal  Guild’s  session. 


poll<-(l  7,017  votes,  as 
against  the  Conserva- 
tive's 8,870  anU  the 
Liberal's  5,474. 


At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Bebside  Guild 
Mr.  R.  G.  Bulwell  (Bedlingtun  Society) 
spoke  on  “ The  Co-operative  Movement.” 
Newbiggin  Male  Voice  Choir  were  the 
entertainers. 

Leeds  Presentations.— On  the  6th  inst.  a 
social  evening  was  held  in  connection  with 
the  Leeds  Central  Guild,  when  the  presi- 
dent (Mrs.  Whitehead)  and  tho  treasurer 
(Mrs,  Chadwick)  were  both  presented  with 
fruit  and  cake  stands,  bought  from  the 
society’s  jewellery  department. 

The  Lordship  Lane  (East  Dulwich)  Guild 
held  its  first  birthday  tea  and  social  evening 
the  other  week,  when  Mr.  W.  R.  Reynolds, 
representing  the  society’s  general  com- 
mittee, and  Alderman  Mrs.  Kelly  and  Mrs. 
Webster,  the  education  committee,  spoke. 
Mrs.  Stewart  (South  Metropolitan  Dis- 
trict) was  also  present.  Mrs.  Thenrle 
(president)  welcomed  the  delegates. 

A new  guild  has  been  opened  nt  South 
Carney.  The  secretary  is  Mrs.  Johnson, 
Post  Office,  South  Cerney,  Gloucester.  A 
meeting  was  held  when  Mrs.  Hnndford 
(District  Committee)  and  Mrs.  Jnques 
(district  secretary)  spoke  on  the  “Aims, 
Objects,  and  Work  of  the  Guild.” 

The  members  of  the  Scarborough  Guild 
at  their  half-yearly  meeting  presented 
their  secretary  (Mrs.  Daws)  with  a hand- 
some attache  case.  Mrs.  Daws  lias  been 
the  secretary  of  the  branch  since  its  open- 
ing in  1913,  and  was  again  unanimously 
re-elected. 


[By  Oun  Own  Correspondent.] 


whole- 
one  who 


'•That  woman’s  got  pluck!” 
sai'l  our  local  carrier,  as  he  saw 
* r woman  candidate  for  the 
division  standing  on  the  fine 
pedestal  mounted  outside  the 
tj|,jre  Hall  of  the  market  town. 

^ But  that,  unfortunately,  is  as 
fir  as  most  of  the  men  electors 
„0t  The  rougher  ones 
imiizedly  admitted  her  courage 
‘ll(l  nerve:  the  gentlemanly 
element  paid  her  compliments 
for  her  fluency  and  clearness  of 
spoedi— but  they  did  -not  vote 
for  her.  It  would  be  an  abso- 
lutely undreamt  of  thing  to 
vote  for  a woman ! Our  district 
is  quite  thirty  years  behind  the 
rest  of  the  world  in  it<&  views 
and  opinions. 

Our  woman  candidate  (Mrs. 
llackhaiu,  president  of  the 
Cambridge  Women’s  Guild)  i 
hearted  co-operator,  not  oillj 
believes  in  co-operation  as  a beautiful  ideal, 
but  one  who  buys  her  tea  and  jam  and  hats 
Cud  husband’s  boots  from  the  co-operative 
stores.  The  co-operative  societies  in  our 
division  worked  for  her,  and  of  the  three 
thousand  odd  votes  she  polled,  two-thirds 
were  those  of  co-operators. 

Guildswomen,  loyal,  loving,  energetic,  did 
everything  they  could  to  help— travelling 
round  to  village  meetings,  canvassing, 
speaking,  distributing  bills  and  leaflets — 
never  sparing  themselves  in  their  ardent 
zeal  for  a fellow  member. 

Ncr  did  the  ardour,  sympathy,  or  devo- 
tion of  our  candidate  ever  falter.  With 
.aching  throat,  tired-out  body  and  mind  she 
travelled  many  miles  saving:  ” l want  with 
all  my  heart  to  help  the  working  women.” 
Again,  ” I should  like  to  see  a reduction 
in  the  money  spent  on  armaments  ” — " I 
am  a strong  supporter  of  the  co-operative 
movement” — ” 1 believe  in  equal  franchise 
for  men  and  women” — “I  am  no  behove r 
in  force  « violence — constitutional  methods 
and  the  vote  are  all  we  need  for  reform.” 


Mrs.  C.  UACKHAM, 
member  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Society,  and  pre- 
sident of  the  local  Guild, 
who  put  up  for  Chelms- 
ford as  a Labour  candi- 
date, and  polled  3,767 
voles. 


stations  1 


On  polling  day  guildswomen 
were  active  all  day,  but  most  of 
the  women  came  to  vote  very 
reluctantly;  they  said  they 
wanted  to  wait  for  their  hus- 
bands. Most  of  them  would 
not  reveal  whom  they  voted  for, 
a few  more  daringly  modern 
than  th©  rest,  admitted  they 
had  votod  for  our  candidate. 
“ Stands  to  sense,  a woman's 
ns  gcod  in  Parliament  as  in  her 
own  home,”  they  boldly  said. 
But  oh ! tho  cars  decked  with 
the  colours  working  for  the 
respectable,  “ no-martyrs-for- 
me  ” candidate. 

The  morning  went  slowly ; 
the  nf  ter  noon  was  a little 
brisker.  News  came  in  from 
the  Central  Committee  Rooms- 
tliat  visits  to  the  polling 

„ ...  the  town  were  quite  reassuring, 

though  there  were  woeful  evidences  that  the 
rival  candidates  were  very  strong,  and  that 
the  opposition  man  had  on  his  side  all  the 
brewers  and  their  licensed  managers,  and  all 
the  shopkeepers. 

It  was  not  until  tho  next  day  that  we 
heard  the  Conservative  candidate  was  surely 
and  safely  again  returned,  and  our  woman 
— our  co-operative  comrade  and  true  friend — 
had  only  polled  a few  thousand  votes. 

But,  though  we  should  have  gloried  in  hav- 
ing her  take  her  part  in  administering  our 
jaws,  we  are  not  discouraged,  for  we  have 
done  a really  thorough  piece  of  work ; we 
have  got  in  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge;,  we 
have  made  a district,  sunk  in  ignorance  and 
apathy,  admire  and  respect  a woman  as 
candidate  for  Parliament;  we  hove  brought 
co-operation  forward  ; and  we  have  stirred, 
up  111?  minds  of  these  villagers  so  mercilessly 
that  they  will  think  ft  little  deeper  ; see  a 
little  farther  when  the  chance  is  given  them 
at  another  election  of  putting  a capable  re- 
presentative into  Parliament. 


SOLVO 

WHAT  IS  IT? 


ASK  AT  TOUR  GROCERY  STORES. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


(Correspondents  are  requested  to  writ*  in  Ink,  on 
bn*  side  ol  tho  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
ago,  6ex,  occupation,  end  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
" noma-do-pltuno ” or  initials,  but  also  giving  real 
names  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faitti.  No  acuta 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  *'»  "",r'  '•»«'  ’M*  'w‘-n- 

lidunvl  A/1Hiv£4  " Thn  lliuilnr  1 * 


Lump  Behind  the  Ear  (U  Worried  ”). — 
Tho  lump  is  probably  an  enlarged  gland, 
which  may -be  tubercular,  and  had  better  be 
removed  by  an  experienced  surgeon. 

“ RkmijAP.” — Try  “ Kerol  ” capsules,  one 
to  two  three  times  a day,  after  meals.  This 
medicine  acts  ns  an  intestinal  disinfectant 
and  preventer  of  food  fermentation  in  the 
stomach. 

“ Uneasy.” — Candour  compels  me  to  say 
that  your  symptoms  suggest  syphilis,  that  a 
‘‘blood  test”  at  a clinic  alone  can  decide 
the  point,  and  the  sooner  you  get  this  done 
the  better;  delay  is  dangerous.  This  you 
can  get  free  if  you  cannot  afford  higher  fees. 

“ Anxious  No.  1 ” (Nottingham). — Again 
must  I ask  my  correspondents  not  to  use 
this  “ nom-de-plume, ” as  so  many  do.  The 
only  way  to  determine  whether  there  is  a 
“ fistula  in  the  seat”  or  not  is  to  submit  to 
a personal  examination  by  a good  surgeon, 
who  will  advise  as  to  treatment,  by  opera- 
tion or  not. 

“ P.  R.” — Try  this  mixture  for  a week  : — 
Bromide  of  ammonia,  drachms  j bromide 
of  potash,  2 drachms ; compound  tincture  of 
rhubarb,  drachms;  compound  tincture  of 
cardamons,  2 drachms  ; spirit  of  chloroform, 
drachms ; infusion  of  calumba  to  8 
ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three  times  a 
day  Give  up  beer  and  tobacco,  take  less 
meat,  and  get  more  exercise  out  of  doors. 

“Hoping.” — Try  this  treatment: — Let 
the  patient  avoid  sleeping  on  the  back,  and 
if  this  is  found  to  be  impracticable,  tie  a 
bobbin  on  to  the  middle  of  the  spine,  so  that 
the  wearer  would  be  awakened  every  time 
the  back  position  was  resumed.  Drink 
nothing  late  at  night,  and  take  a course  of 
Blaud's  pills.  Many  thanks  for  vour  com- 
mendation of  our  replies. 

Bowel  Trouble  (”  J.  B.,”  Wigan). — I 
question  whether  you  have  got  “ inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels,”  which  is  a rather 
serious  complaint,  requiring  treatment  in 
bed.  Your  pain  is  probably  intestinal 
spasms,  due  to  flatulence,  the  result  of  in- 
testinal dyspepsia,  for  which  this  mixture 
might  help  vou : — Carbonate  of  magnesia, 

1 drachm;  tincture  of  ginger,  2 drachms; 
compound  tincture  of  rhubarb,  2 drachms; 
peppermint  water  to  8 ounces.  One  table- 
spoonful three  times  a day. 

“ Grocer.” — (1)  Foul  breath.  Get  your 
teeth  seen  to  by  a competent  dental  sur- 
geon, and  if  you  are  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pyorrhoea,  get  them  extracted.  The 
complaint  is  now  known  to  be  the  cause  of 
much  illness  and  ill-health.  (2)  Red  nose. 
Keep  in  as  good  general  health  as  possible, 
avoid  muoh  hot  tea  or  coffee  and  hot  liquids 
generally,  protect  the  nose  against  cold 
winds  and  against  the  use  of  very  hot  water ; 
avoid  hot,  stimulating  food,  and  guard 
against  constipation  by  proper  diet,  not  by 
taking  what  you  call  “ opening  medicine.” 

Neurasthenia  (“  A.  J.,”  Rvhope). — There 
is  no  special  “ medicine”  for  this  complaint, 
and,  as  you  yourself  suggest,  11  there  is  only 
time  for  it.”  It  is  nonsense  encouraging 
those  gloomy  thoughts,  and  “ thinking  you 
will  go  mad.”  What  you  need  to  do  is  to 
get  more  exercise  in  the  open  air;  to  give 
up  bad  habits  and  thinkings,  to  discourage 
depressing  ideas,  and  try  to  look  on  the 
bright  side  of  things,  and  take  interest  in 
things  and  people  about  you,  and  give  up  so 
much  introspection  and  thinking  about  your- 
selves and  your  “ nerves,”  and  things  will 
in  time  look  different,  and  you  will  be  dif- 
ferent, and  life  will  once  more  become  a 
pleasure  and  a joy. 

“ G.  L.” — (1)  The  symptom  is  not  due  to 
“V  D.,”  and  is  really  of  no  consequence, 
being  due  to  a natural  condition  which  is 
common  enough  at  your  age.  Continue  to 
take  plenty  of  exercise  and  to  lead  rs 
healthy  and  hygienic  a life  as  you  can.  (2) 

A “ stricture”  is  generally  the  result  of  a 
.previous  attack  of  “V.  D.”  (gonorrhoea), 
and  as  this  is  contradicted  by  the  state- 
ments in  your  letter,  the  symptom  may  be 
disregarded.  (3)  As  the  swelling  is  probably 
an  enlarged  gland,  which  has  a tendency  „o 
heroine  inflamed,  it  would  ho  best  to  con- 
sult a good  doctor  about  it,  with  a view  to 
its  removal  if  lie  should  consider  it  advis- 
able. With  this  exception,  and  its  possible 
contingency,  I do  not  think  there  is  much 
to  trouble  yourself  about. 

“ Magda.” — Your  head  symptoms  aro 
the  “ sequel®  ” — the  resultants — of  your 
attack  of  influenza,  and  I agree  with  your 
doctor's  opinion  that  you  have  no  disease, 
and  I think  that  you  are  now  nervous  and 
neurasthenic  and  “ run  down.”  For  this 
condition  there  is  no  special  “ cure,”  in  the 
shape  of  a 'special  medicine  or  “course  of 
medicine.”  What  you  need  is  “ n course 
?*  patience  and  perseverance,  with  nour- 
ishing food,  fresh  air,  rest,  and  time.  There 
is  nothing  “ wrong  with  your  head,”  such 
as  you  imagine,  and  the  “rushing,  hissing 
n018f  ” «nd  “ the  stopped  feeling  ” will 
gradually  go  away  in  time.  Your  “ feeling 
sure  that  you  were  dying  ” is  nonsense  and 
imagination,  and  your  other  feelings  must 
be  fought  and  mastered— they,  too,  aro  pure 
imagination;  and  the  sooner  you  “ buck  up  ” 
tho  hotter  for  yourself  and  everybody  about 
you.  This  is  one  of  the  “ frank  opinions  ” 
vou  say  you  admire  in  my  replies,  and  I 
ijope  you  will  not  take  offence  at  it. 


CALENDAR. 


NOVEMBER. 

Prcstwich  Sock-ty’s  Educational  Department.— 
Wcek-ond  School,  in  the  Guild  Room,  War- 
wiek-strect,  Prcstwich.  Lecturer : Professor 
I’’.  Hull,  M.A.  Subject:  " Sqm e Present-Day 
Problems.'’ 

■ Men’s  Guild  (Hornsey  Branch).— Meeting  at 
Toynbee  Hall,  Oommeroinl-street,  E.l,  at 
3-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Forma- 
lion  of  Local  Central  Council."  Speaker, 
Mr.  W.  Olios.  Potter. 

i Norlli-Weslorn  Section. — Airedale  District  Con- 
ference, in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Sunbridge- 
road,  Bradford,  at  3-30  p.m.  Subject’  for 
discussion  : ’’  The  Financial  Position  of  the 
Movement.”  Paper  by  Mr.  G.  Riddle 
(Carlisle). 

North-Western  Section. — Cheshire  and  North 
Wales  District  Conference,  in  the  Canon 
Drew’s  Memorial  Schools,  near  Hawarden 
Station,  nt  3 pan.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" The  Principles  and  Purpose  of  Co-operutivo 
Trade.”  Speaker,  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Pub- 
lications Department,  Co-operative  Union). 

North-Western  Section.— North-East  Lancashire 
District  Conference,  in  the  Congregational 
School,  Church-street,  Barrowford,  at  3-15 
p.in.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Trade  Inside 
and  Outside  the  Movement”;  to  be  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  G.  Hayhurst,  J.P.  (C.W.S. 
director). 

Southern  Section.— Hants  District  Conference, 
at  the  Co-operative  Premises,  8,  High-street, 
Winchester,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dis- 
cussion : " A Capital  Redemption  Fund  : Is 
It  Practicable?"  to  be  introduced  by  Mr. 
J.  H.  Mihell,  J.P.  (managing  seoretary 
Portsca  Island  Society). 

Southern  Section. — Kent  District  Conference,  it 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  Dartford,  at  2-30  p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " Tlio  League  of 

Nations.”  Speaker,  Mr.  E.  Bcddington 
Behrens. 

Women’s  Guild.— Yorkshire  Section  Conference, 
in  the  Baptist  Chapel,  Cemetery- road,  Shef- 
field, nt  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 

“ Housing.”  Speaker,  Mr.  W.  Mellor. 

Women’s  Guild  (Birmingham  and  Worcester 
District). — One  Day's  School,  at  Beaumont 
Hall,  Bonumont-road,  Bonrnville.  Lecturer, 
Mrs.  Andrews  (C.C.  member). 

DECEMBER. 

Midland  Seclion. — Derby  District  Conference, 
in  the  Wesleyan  School  room,  Tibshelf,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Tho  Finan- 
cial Position  ot  the  Co-opt  rut ive  Movement 
in  Relation  to  New  Forms  of  Adminisj  ration 
in  the  Retail  Trade."  Reader  of  Mr.  George 
Riddle's  Congress  paper,  Mr.  W.  Warren 
(sectional  board). 

, Women's  Guild. — Lancashire  Section  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Mitchell  Memorial  Hull,  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  at  2 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Housing.”  Speakers,  Coun- 
cillor iMellor  (Manchester)  and  Mrs.  Proud- 
foot  (Sectional  Council). 

Women’s  Guild.— Mid-Durham  District  Confer- 
ence, in  Hie  Primitive  Methodist  Chureli, 
Ushaw  Moor.  Subject  for  discussion  : ” The 
Workers’  Press.”  Speaker,  Mrs.  Forbes 
(Hunwiek). 

Northern  Section.— South  Durham  and  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  District  Conference,  on 
the  Jubilee  Hall  Premises,  Leeds -street, 
Stockton-on-Tecs,  at  2-45  p.m.  Subjeet  for 
discussion  : ’’  The  Organisation  of  Retail  Dis- 
tributive Societies  in  Relation  to  Present-day 
Competition."  Reader  of  Professor  Hall's 
paper,  Mr.  A.  Stoddart  (sectional  secretary). 

. Women’s  Guild.— Beds,  and  Bucks.  District 
Conference,  at  Bletehley  Hall,  at  2 p.m. 
Subjeet  for  discussion  : ’’  Taxation  : How  it 
Affects  the  Consumer."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Hood, 
J.P.  (Sectional  Council  member). 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  mvnagers.  buyers,  ware- 
housemen, CiiERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  ur.y  distributive  department,  apply, 
John  Turner,  Gereri.1  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  oml  Clerks, 
Dilke  House,  Malet-street,  London,  W.C.l. 


B 


AKERS. — Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  nnv  grade 
I to  apply  to  W.  Ban-field.  Genern'l  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and 
Confectioners,  67,  Sydney-strcet.  London,  S.W. 


TUROG  FLOUR 

**  )ust  at  simile  to  nit 
a,  ordinary  while  flour, 
oust  hi  ng".  ° ' d'U*' 

make  at  home^siiVh'a* 

fCOM,*’  bans,  linger  bread, 
etc.  Your  dealer  will 
tufiZ-ly  yon  with  Taro* 
,°"S  7-lb. 

winre  cotton  bags. 
bag  to-day. 


Housewife 
buys  Turog 


HHE  NEW  DAWN” 


"Die  ” Readable  " Trade  Union 
Paper.  Published  fortnightly 
Saturdays).  Price  2d. 

■ branch  secretaries,  or  3d. 

post  free  from  Ccn'r&l  Office — 
” Osldey,"  Wilmslow  Road, 
Fallowfield,  Manchester. ' 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


Partly  because  it  is  the  most  nutritious  brown 
bread,  partly  because  it  keeps  fresh  longer,  but 
cnielly  because  its  delightful  flavour  makes  it 
ever  welcome  at  every  meal. 

THE  TUROG  BROWN  FLOUR  CO„  LTD., 
CARDIFF 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  Eat 


CHESHAM  and  Wycombe  Society  thank  all  appli- 
cants  for  GROCERY  and  VAN  VACANCIES,  .re- 
cently advertised.  Appointments  hove  now  been  made. 

DH  APERY,  BOOT8,  AND  OUTFITTING.— YOUNG 
uMAN  Wanted  to  take  charge  country  branch  — 
Apply,  ’’  Draper,”  c/o  Mr.  Wuddlngton,  C.W.S., 
Lcnian-.st  root,  London. 

DRAPERY.-Wan.AKl.  smart,  obliging,  experienced 

tEMALE  ASSISTANT;  uged  18  to  20. — Apply  ot 

once,  giving  age,  wage,  experience,  and  references,  to 
lienerfd  Manager,  Co-operative  Sooiety,  Irthlingborougli. 

DRAPERY.  &c.— Wanted.  capable,  reliable  MAN  to 
hike  charge,  under  supervision  of  general  man- 
ager, of  Mixed  Drapery,  Millinery,  and  Furnishing 
Depart  inenls;  must  be  good  stockkeeper  and  able  to 
control  staff;  trade  last  half  £2,650,  and  oan  be  greatly 
Increased  by  capable  man.— Applications,  endorsed 
” Draper,"  slating  age,  experience,  wages  required, 
together  with  copies  of  recent  testimonials,  to  bo 
addressed,  not  lulcr  than  Deoember  4th,  to  Drapery 
Sub-Coinmittee,  Exeter  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
IIP,  Sidwell-street.  Exeter. 


GROCERY  AND  PROVISIONS.— Wanted,  a tho- 
roughly competent  FIRST  HAND;  must  be  well 
up  in  provisions  and  able  to  organise  work  of  shop; 
southern  experience  necessary;  wuges  70s.— Apply,  with 
full  particulars  of  age,  e.vperienco,  &c.,  to  Manager, 
Oo-operutive  Society,  Porc.v-street,  Woking.  

OLDHAM  INDUSTRIAL  COOPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED. — Wanted,  MANAGER  for  bigh-closs 
Cafe;  must  be  thoroughly  experienced  in  all  branches 
of  the  catering  trade.— Applications,  staling  nge,  ex- 
perience, and  vynges  required,  to  be  delivered  at  the 
Ofllce,  King-street,  not  later  than  first  post,  Wednesday, 
Not  rnbei  29th  

PROVISION  HAND  Wanted;  good  wages  given. — 
Apply  by  lotter,  Faa-lford  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  93,  Kent-read,  Dartford. 


THE  Committee  of  the  Hinchliffe  Will  Co-operati 
Society  wish  to  thank  the  % applicants  for 
position  of  SECRETARY,  and  to  state  the  position  lias 

now  lawn  m I... i * 


THE  Committee  of  the  Hnyfield  Co-operative  Society 
desire  to  thank  the  51  applicants  for  the  position 
of  BAKERY  MANAGER,  and  to  state  that  the  oppoint- 
inent  tins  now  been  made.  v 

‘IX/'ANTEI).  a callable  GENERAL  CLERK,  with  tho- 
J T rough  knowledge  of  co-operalive  accountancy 
and  statistical  methods;  age  not  under  22;  wages 
according  to  the  N.U.D.A.W.  scale  (now  76s.  per 
week  at  25  years).— Apply  at  once,  staling  full  par- 
ticulars of  age,  experience,  and  certificates  held,  to 
William  B.  ^ Neville,  Secretary,  Royal  Arsenal  Co- 


ANTED,  WORKING  FOREMAN  lor  Bakery  doing 
TV  26  sacks  per  week,  with  ample  scope  for  good 
increases,  exclusive  of  smalls;  muchine  mixing  plant; 
applicant  must  be  strict  disciplinarian,  possess  tech- 
nical nnd  practical  knowledge,  and  able  to  control 
staff.— Application's,  slating  age,  experience,  and  wages  ' 
required,  to  reach  the  Managing  Secretary's  Ofllce, 
Flint  and  Oakenholt  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Church- 
street,  Flint,  not  later  than  Wednesday,  November  29th. 
"WMT^RTED,  n competent  MANAGER;  good  organiser 
V V and  disciplinarian,  to  take  charge  of  Traffic  and 
Charabanc.  Department;  120  horses,  40  petrol  motor 
va ns,  7 steam  waggons,  nnd  17  choroba lies.— Apply  by 
letter,  to  be  received  not  later  than  first  post,  Monday, 
December  4th,  stating  ago,  wage  required,  anfl  ex- 
perience. and  enclosing  copies  of  not  more  than  two 
testimonials,  addressed  to  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee, Plymouth  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Frankfort- 
street,  Plymouth,  and  endorsed  “ Traffic  Manager." 

WANTED.  MANAGING  SECRETARY  for  Manx  Co- 
operative Society.— State  nge,  wage  required, 
nn<]  experience,  along  with  two  rrferences,  to  Presi- 
dent, 14,  Duke-street,  Douglas,  I.O.M. 

"^^S^ANTED,  BREAD  BAKER;  trade  about  40  6acks; 

V V must  be  reliable  and  capable— Apply,  with  re- 
ferences, stating  nge,  wage,  6e.,  Co-operative  Sooiety, 


WANTED,  good  MALE  CONFECTIONER;  only  those 
accustomed  to  high-class  goods  need  apply. — 
Apply,  not  later  than  Tuesday,  the  28th  inst..  Three 
Co-operative  Bakery,  Bromley  Cross,  near  BoKon. 
Wf  ANTED,  JUNIOR  REPORTER  for  " Scottish  Co- 
TT  operator";  well  experienced  in  literary  and 
journalistic  work;  shorthand  essential;  state  salary.— 
Applications,  giving  qualifications,  not  lnler  thnn  Thurs- 
day, November  30th,  Secretary,  National  Co-operativo 
Publishing  Society,  71,  King-st.,  Tradeston,  Qlnsgow. 


WANTED, 

A THOROUGHLY  EFFICIENT  MAN  AS 

TRAVELLER, 

with  general  knowledge  of  the  Printing  Trade, 
and  capable  of  interviewing  Trade  Unions  and 
Co-operative  Societies.-  Applications,  stating 
age  and  experience,  with  two  testimonials,  to 
be  sent  not  later  than  December  1 8tli,  addressed, 
Secretary,  Derby  Printers  Ltd.,  Willow  Row, 
Derby. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


I)'  ...  

CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show 
London;  produced  by  ihe  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operativo  societies;  prices  on  appll- 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operativo  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 


iUNERAL  CARS  nnd  Improved  Light  Class 
HEARSES  and  COACHES;  various  designs; 
somo  second-hand;  photos  free.— Cosh  or  terms,  John 
Marston's  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford-street, 


H 


OME  BREWING. 


One  6d.  packet  of  Miller's  Malt  and  Hops  makes  a 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEER  at  a totul  cost  of 
about  10d.,  and  entails  no  more  trouble  than  boiling 
potatoes  for  dinner. 

Why  then  pay  the  high  prices  charged  in  publio- 
liouses  ? Sold  by  Co-operative  Societies,  Grocers,  Ac. 
Ask  for  it  and  TRY  it.  A boon  in  these  hard  times. 

Solo  Proprietors : 

THE  MILLER  MANUFACTURING  CO., 
KING-STREET, STR  LTFORD,  MA  NCH  ESTER . 

HOW  to  out  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FIGURES  for 
making  nttroetivo  window  displays;  patterns  and 
method,  2s.  complete,  post  free.—"  Primo  ’’  (Dept  B.), 
27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 

MOTOR  IIEARSE ; 6aloon;  latest  design  body  for 
threo  purposes;  suit  any  chassis;  particulars 
free.— MARSTON'S  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford- 
fltreet,  Birmingham. 


— • ■ dhuii ; oust  collector  ana 

fittings  complete;  66in.  shaft;  practically  new;  what 
offers?— Apply,  Oo-oporative  Society,  Luddonden,  Yorks. 


I710R  SALE.  BAKER’S  VANS,  2 and  4 wheel.. 

. uxwly  tor  the  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  HAVnov11 
VAN  on  "Ford"  chaasls.-Apply,  the  Lelc^t'r  p*"0 
riage  Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Marlow 

Leicester. ro4fl* 

E-BUILT  TYPEWRITERS  ot  all  makTFT^Tr 
new;  OFFICE  FURNITURE  of  all  kind^i ,0 
inquiries  to  Ihe  Midland  Wood-workers  Ltd  fir' i"? 
street,  Birminglmm.  Registered  Productive  Socie(V°1' 

HIST  SCORING  CARDS;  superior iTooTiT'' 
Scott's,  32,  Crown-avenue,  Clydebank', 

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  Inl^dTuTlmiB 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Cooperative  fedrt? 
Restaurant. 

Quality  Is  Right  Price*  are  Right. 

Note  the  Address : ALBION  STREET- 
WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAY! 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions, 

Prices.  Established  1887. 

J.  H.  TONGE,  ThB  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 

AIREDALE  CO-OPERATIVE  WORSTED~iLtNnp7?r 
TURING  SOCIETY  LIMITED. 
i Inkers  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES) 

Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tallnrin. 

Deportments).  • 

Samples  arnt  to  Societies  on  application 
Addr  FU1.TON  Stkebt.  Bradvord.  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836 


ENTERTAINERS. 


A MASTER  OF  HIS  ART  "-vide  Pr.sTZTT? 
WALTON  WILLS’  HUMOROUS,  DRAMATIC 
and  MUSICAL  RECITALS;  very  successful  last 
mas;  may  be  engaged  lor  Concerts,  Soirees,  Ac.,  ore* 
Elocutionist,  Shakespearean,  Miscellaneous,  and  Mod  cal 

nr  J1J.  Mia  Piann>  ......  .1  ' 


at  the  Piano;  whole  evening,  jxirt  of  ( 

" H,rn  " with  other  artistes  as  Humorist.  A Literari 
and  Musical  Treat  ” ("  Auckland  Chronicle  Addrei 
terms,  Ac.,  Walto.v  Wills,  Entertainer,  Eagle^cllffe,  S.o 
A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

MR-  WILL  CARTER'S  ” MERRIE  MIMICS."— 
Success  everywhere;  audience  conviihed  with 
laughter  at  Skelmcrsdule  Co-op.  last  Saturday;  school 
parties,  co-operative  annuals,  old  folks’  treat.,  chil- 
dren’s  festivals,  &c.  Open  December  9th  on  wank - 
Christmas  and  New  Year  vacant;  terms  mod,;  illus- 
trated programme;  distance  no  object.— 15,  Warwick.  ' 
street,  Hulme. Thonc  1163  Central. 

SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.O.).— Write  lor  artistes 
to  IL  Hiboekd,  66,  GrcaLPrescott-street,  London,  E.L 


APARTMENTS. 


E 


DJN_BURGH. — Write  " Craiglea,”  c/o  Ailchesoa, 
Morningside-road.  Highly  recommended. 


FULL  of 

ENERGY! 


HoVIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  iL 


THE  NEW  PATENT 


BALL-VALVE 

VACUUM  CLOTHES  WASHER 

is  the  greatest  washing-day  boon  ever  invented 
It  abolishes  all  the  dread  ot  washing  with  its 
laborious  toil  and  backache.  Clothes 
washed  in  a quarter  ol  tho  tune. 
NO  BOILING. 

NO  RUBBING. 

Made  of  SOLID  COPPER  to  list 
LIFETIME.  Price  19s6d. 
80.000  Satisfied  Purchase*?. 
Obtainable  from  Co-operative  ‘Mores 
throughout  Great  Britain.  hoIrsJle 
only  from  CAV.  S..  Msnchester, 

Bristol,  and  London. 

BRITISH  VACUUM  WASHER  CO..  Dept.  54,  LIVERPOOL 


Information  for  Electors! 

The  Political  Aspect 
of  Co-operation. 

A NEW  BOOK 

By  ALFRED  BARNES. 

Explaining  the  Why  and  Wherefore 
of  the  Go-operative  Party. 


50  Pages.  Post  free. 


Order  at  once  from  the  Co-ornUTtVE  Union  Limit© 
(Publications  Department),  Holyoake  House,  Hanover 
Street,  Manchester. 


J 


Novemokk  ‘Jo,  1»22. 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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PI  Please  ask  for 


OLID 

TYLISH 

ERVICEABLE  sprnop, 
i hoes  for 
\ UNSHINE  OR 
f TORM 


Address : SPEROPB  BOOT-  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD.,  BAR  WELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

t Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Tlio  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L."  " Heeler."  “ Cllmir."  andoth9c  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX” 
System : No  Posting.  Savos  time  Oroatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  NewcMtle^on-Tyno 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

— FOR  — 

iMvwrrc  Ovens. 

Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Ttletram : Tdctihonc  : 

PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH.  301  PETERBOROUGH 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE.  KINGSWAY,  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 

David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Ediibirih. 


-Wfie  Reliable  Ji.cme  ZDyes.  — 


DRUMMER 

r|\f|7^  O in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

3.  JLlW#  bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 

■ ■ Makers  of  Edges’  “3)olly  SBlue"  $ " 3)  oily  (Bream " 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALDION  STREET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Makar*  of  Floar, 


EACH  FOk  ALL 

AND  

ALL  F08  EACH 


This  well-known 
GO  - O PER  ATI  VK 
BRAND  


MEN'S 

BOOTS 


A.  GUARANTEE 
OF  Q U A.L,  I T Y 

and 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


(( 


Che  ideal 


ff 


Ladies’  Tailor-Made 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 

Boys’  Suits, 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtinls,  Grand  rellw,  Flanoelett), 
Silciiai,  Liacnettcs,  Lustres.  & Silhettcn  Lining : 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone : National,  Burnley,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pil!ar.  Tel.:  National,  Manchester, 3010. 

Registered  Oliice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCHF.TH  HALL 

Country  Holiday  Residence 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington:  10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  partioulora  apply 

Mis3  G.  Davies,  Manageress.  Culchsth  Hull, 

Newchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Co-operattva  Society,  Leigh,  Lanos. 
Telephone  dll  Leigh. 


Your  Store  stocks  I 

INTEGRITY 


BRAND 

Ladies*  and  Gents* 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 

PLUM  PUDDINGS 
and  MINCEMENT. 

MADE  FROM  THE  FINEST  MATERIALS 

— BY  — - 

The  Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden, 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  fi? 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  Br“°d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 

Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Bilks  for  Hand  or  Machine  n3e.  Boot-CIoglag 
Twist,  Tailors’  Button-Hole  Twist,  &c.  Bindings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  ; Thi  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  8c  Shoes. 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-date  Footwear. 

All  Goode  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 

Thomson’s  tu  h‘w  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Wooihouse  Mills,  HUDDERSFIELD. 

Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 

^PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths; 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 


* Whealsheaf  Shoes  * 

12/6 

^ PER  PAIR 

12 

PER 

/6 

PAIR 

fpilg 

12/6 
>ER  PAIR 

10/9 

PER  PAIR 

* J*or 

easyL  wal 
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NOTHING  LIKE 


COSO  COCOA 

A REAL  FOOD  BEVERAGE. 


fk 

_ 

£ Journal  or/Issocwted  Industry^, 


VIKING  DYES  LIVE 

Ask  for  these  Dyes  at  Your  Own  St. 


T ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialities.  Ask  fl/r  it  in  your  local  shop. 


GLUES  in  calces  of  all  sizes  are  prepared 
at  the  C.W.S.  Gluo  Works,  Pontefract. 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  gluo — and  stick  no  other. 


VIKING  DYES  live— 22  colours,  from  the 
famous  C.W.S.  Works  at  Irlani.  Ask 
for  Viking  Dyes  at  your  Store. 


/CONGRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  the  best 
known  soaps — made  by  the  C.W.S.  for 
those  who  want  to  see  the  C.W.S.  flourish 
and  grow. 

T71KING  DYES  are  made  in  really  artistic 
' * colours,  and  are  reliable  in  domestio 
use.  Ask  to  seo  the  range  of  Viking  Dyes 
at  your  Store. 

W C GOLD  FLAKE  Cigarettes 
• TY  are  the  cigarettes  to  ask 

for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  the  letters 
C.W.S.  before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 


"POSTERS  for  educational  committees 
wishful  to  keep  the  co-operative  idea 
to  the  front  are  obtainable  from  the  C.W.S. 
Stationery  Department  at  Manchester.  Ask 
your  manager  to  make  inquiries. 


PELAW  LIQUID 
METAL  POLISH 

IS  THE  BEST  FOR 
ALL  METAL  WORK. 


CEE. the  WHEATSHEAF  UNDERWEAR, 
which  is  supplied  from  every  store  that 
is  co-operative.  Loyal  co-operators  should 
always  ask  for  Wheatsheaf  Underwear  aud 
Hosiery. 


tTEALTH  SALTS  are  a necessary  part  of 
■**-*  the  equipment  of  every  home.  Careful 
mothers  should  ask  for  C.W.S.  HEALTH 
SALTS — pleasant,  effective,  and  pure. 
These  are  specially  prepared  in  the  C.W.S. 
Drug  Works  at  Pelaw-on-Tyno. 

pURNITURE  for  every  home  is  made  in 
C.W.S.  factories  at  Manchester, 
Pelaw-on-Tynej  Bristol,  and  Birmingham. 
When  you  buy  household  fittings,  inquire 
where  they  were  made;  if  they  come  from 
the  C.W.S.  works  they  are  reliable. 


T>OUTS  are  best  polished  when  polished 
with  PELAW  POLISH — the  polish 
that  lessens  labour,  secures  the  durability 
of  the  leather,  and  adds  to  the  reputation 
of  co-operative  productions.  Ask  for  Pelaw 
Boot  Polish  when  next  at  the  Store.  If  it 
is  not  in  stock,  give  a definite  order  for  its 
supply. 

“ T^HE  delicious  flavours  of  C.W.S.  Jams 
are  unsurpassed.  Co-operators  should 
purchase  C.W.S.  Jams  only.  Choice  luscious 
ruits  and  pure  sugar.  For  quality.  C.W.S. 
Jams  possess  a distinction  of  their  own. 
Absolutely  wholesome  and  scientifically  pre- 
pared. C.W.S.  Jains  are  lovely  for  children. 
Obtainable  from  all  Co-operative  Stores.” 


K 


EYES.  EYES.  EYES. 

SPECTACLES 

AND 

EYEGLASSES. 

An  efficient  service  for  the  correction  of  Eye  Defects.  Opticians  qualified  to 
examine  your  sight  (no  experimenting  with  your  precious  possession). 

Reasonable  Prices  : Courtesy:  Shilled,  Prompt,  and  Careful  Attention. 


REPAIRS  SMARTLY  DONE. 

Hand  your  Glasses  to  your  own  Store,  or  to  save  time,  post  direct  to  the 
C.W.S.  Optical  Department  at  the  address  below.  Then  call  at  your  Store 
for  tlieir  return.  Repairs  arc  sent  back  generally  on  the  same  day,  unless 
exceptional  work  has  to  be  done. 

HOSPITAL  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

You  are  under  no  obligation  to  take  these  to  any  optician  specified  at 
the  Institution.  We  do  them  reasonably  and  guarantee  accuracy. 


For  paihciJaii  of  i/ui  unice,  inquire  of  Store  Manager,  or  write : — 

ltd.,  OPTICAL  DEPT.,  WATERLOO  ST.,  NEWCASTLE. 
C.W.s!'  LTD.,  OPTICAL  DEPT.,  BALLOON  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 


THE  CHRISTMAS  PUDDING. 


A CO-OPERATIVE  RECIPE. 

Co-operative  housewives  will  now  be  getting  on  with  their  Christo115 
preparations.  The  following  recipe  is  suggested  as  a good  and  cheap 
Christmas  Pudding  : — 

INGREDIENTS. 

| 6 oz.  Mixed  CaudieJ  Peel  (C.M  •§■)■  ] 

+ lb.  Brown  Sugar. 

Pinch  of  Salt. 

1 Little  Nutmeg  and  Cinnamon. 

I One  Teaspoonful  C.W.S  Bakin'- 
I Four  IJggs,  aud  a Cup  oi  Milk. 


* lb.  11  SUTOX  ” Shredded  Suet. 
I lb.  Flour  (C.W.S.). 

A lb.  Bread  Crumbs. 

A lb.  Valencia  Raisins, 
i lb.  Sultanas. 

A lb.  Currants. 


First  of  all,  see  that  the  fruit  is.  quite  clean  and  stoneless.  Ofe°lir* 
it  has  come  from  the  Stores.  Shred  the  peel  and  put  it  with  the  re.- 
the  fruit  in  your  mixing  bowl.  Add  the  dry  ingredients,  taking  care  tom1 
the  “ SUTOX  ” well  with  the  rest.  ' Beat  the  eggs  well,  oud.  3 ^ 
them  with  the  milk.  Bind  all  well  together.  Put  the  mixture  i^0 
well-greased  basin,  and  tie  over  with  a scalded  and  floured  cloth. 
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SUTOX 

(C.W.S. 

Shredded  Suet) 

FOR 

CHRISTMAS 

PUDDINGS 

AND 

MINCEMEAT 
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PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  ns  a Newspaper. 


BUSINESS  BEGUN. 

NEW  PARLIAMENT  SETTLES  DOWN  TO  WORK, 
SOME  FIRST  IMPRESSIONS. 

[By  Opr  0w>(  Correspondent.] 


Curing  Go  operators 
of  their  Ills. 


There  is  no  need  for  our  people  to 
rush  to  much  advertised  Patent 
Medicines— OUR  OWN  C.W.S.  WORKS 
at  Pclaw  and  Silvertown  have  pre- 
pared some  special  articles  from 
standard  recipes,  and  these  goods 
should  be  sold  in  all  Co-operative 
Grocery  Shops. 

Here  are  a Jew  articles  of  C.W.S. 
production  that  should  be  kept 
well  to  the  front ; — 

Asthma  Remedy. 

Balsam  of  Aniseed. 

Balsam  of  Horehound. 

Bismuth  and  Pepslne. 

Black  Currant  Cough  Mixture. 

Blood  Purifiers. 

Boraclc  Ointment. 

Bronchia’  Mixture. 

Bronchial  Balsam. 

Catarrh  Cure. 

Chemical  Food. 

Chest  and  Lung  Mixture. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion. 

Cough  Balsam. 

Cough  Mixture. 

Digestive  Syrup  Fever  Cure. 

Glycerine. 

Infants’  Food. 

Liver  Salts. 

Lung  Balsam. 

Ointments. 

Pills,  Plasters,  and  Powders, 
&c.,  &c. 

Co-operative  Chemist  Establishments, 
as  well  as  Grocery  Stores  with  a Patent 
Medicine  licence,  should  sell  all  these 
::  ::  ::  ::  goods.  ::  ::  ::  :: 

Just  see  if  they  are  stocked 
at  YOUR  Store. 


If  Not,  Why  Not? 


When  the  curtain  was  rung  up  for  the 
first  act  in  the  Theatre  Royal,  St.  Stephen's] 
on  Thursday  afternoon,  last  Meek,  the 
changed  conditions  of  the  interior  Mere  very 
striking.  As  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald,  the 
new  Labour  leader,  said  in  his  brilliant  open- 
ing speech:  “ The  late  Government  died  on 
the  stage.  It  u-ent  into  the  dressing  room 
to  change  some  of  its  superficial  clothing 
and  its  name.  Behold!  it  is  in  front  of  us 
non'.” 

The  Government  benches  were  packed  with 
the  representatives  of  “big  business”  and 
of  vested  interests,  who  have  come  to  the 
best  club  in  London  to  enjoy  a period  of 
tranquillity.  With  the  absence  of  some  of 
the  Ministers  still  left  out  in  the  cold,  the 
Front  Bench  n'as  not  so  crowded  as  usual. 
Although  the  membership  has  dropped  from 
707  to  615,  there  is  insufficient  accommoda- 
tion for  the  full  total.  Members  had  to  find 
seats-  up  in  the  side  galleries,  and  others 
were  compelled  to  stand.  We  do  things  in 
a funny  way.  The  constitution  provides  for 
615  members  but  it  is  unable  to  find  liouya 
room  for  this  number. 

The  struggle  between  the  Labour  Party 
and  the  “Wee  Free”  Liberals  for  posses- 
sion of  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  appeared 
to  have  been  temporarily  settled.  Mr. 
Asquith,  bland  and  smiling,  and  five  of  }ii? 
supporters,  bad  the  end  position  near  the 
gangway,  the  remainder  or  the  bench  being 
taken  up  by  the  Labour  Party  leaders  and 
[Messrs.  Ammon,  W.  Lunn,  Morgan  Jones, 
and  J.  Wedgwood,  who  are  officially  asso- 
ciated with  the  party. 

The  Fallen  Leader. 

Below  the  gangway,  on  the  front  bench. 
Mr.  Lloyd  George,  the  fallen  leader,  filled 
the  corner  seat  previously  set  apart  for  the 
solid  figure  of  Mr.  Horatio  Bottomley.  Mr. 
George  leant  back  in  his  seat,  looking  gloomy 
and  depressed,  entirely  lacking  that  flam- 
boyant air  which  he  exhibited  when  in  office. 
He  listened  to  the  opening  speeches,  and 
disappeared  at  an  early  stnge  M-ithout  giving 
voice  to  his  policy  or  lack  of  policy. 

The  Labour  benches  were  unusually  con- 
gested. Mr.  Neil  Maclean  shepherded  the 
strong  contingent  of  Scottish  Labour  mem- 
bers. The  four  Co-operative  representatives 
Mere  seated  amongst  the  Labour  men,  and 
the  relations  betM-een  the  tM'o  sections  are 
likely  to  be  very  cordial.  Although  the  Co- 
operative Party  is  limited  in  numbers,  it 
has  many  supporters  amongst  the  Labour 
members,  particularly  .frtm  those  who  have 
been  associated  with  co-operative  societies. 
To  name  a few,  one  noted  the  presence  of 
Mr.  David  Williams,  a member  of  the  Cen- 


tral Board,  who  has  been  prominently  asso- 
ciated with  the  Swansea  Society;  Mr.  R.  J. 
Wilson,  chairman  of  Sunderland  Society; 
Mr.  jl.  Murray,  joint  editor  of  the 
“Scottish  Co-operator”;  Messrs.  John 
Hay.  E.  Shimvell,  G.  Buchanan,  and  L. 
M'Neill,  members  of  the  Kinnlng  Park  So- 
ciety; Mr.  T.  Gavan  Duffy,  a former  lecturer 
for  the  Co-operative  Unions  and  a host  of 
other  members  u-ith  co-operative  associa- 
tions. • 1 

The  opening  night  furnished  a record  in 
number  of  “ maiden  ” speeches,  these  total* 
ling  seventeen.  Labour  Members  made  a 
good  show,  devoting  attention  chiefly  to  un- 
employment and  the  housing  shortage.  Sir 
Alfred  Mond,  smiling  cynically,  heard  many 
home  truths  as  to  the  evils  following  his 
disastrous  housing  policy.  The  Tories 
showed  their  appreciation  of  tranquillity  by 
retiring  to  the  dining  and  smoking  rooms. 

Amusing  Incidents. 

On  many  occasions  the  phrase  “ Mr.  Chair- 
man ” was  used,  and  some  of  tW  old  Tories 
were  horrified  to  hear  hand-clapping,  which 
is  never  countenanced  in  the  House.  As 
to  the  speaking  poM'ers  of  the  Government 
supporters,  there  were  no  indications,  as  the 
majority  appeared  to  lie  indifferent  and  in- 
articulate. At  any  rate,  the  voice  of  Labour 
will  be  predominant  in  the  new  Parliament. 


[Continued  from  third  column.] 

lions  have  been  made  before  to-day  M-itli 
less  M'orthy  objects  in  vieM\  It  is  in  the 
public  interest  that  people  should  not  lie  led 
astray  by  the  misuse  of  a title  so  long  iden- 
tified with  our  great  people’s  movement. 

Hint  to  the  Government. 

The  “ Grocer  ” says  “ no  doubt  someone 
will  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice. of  the 
Government.”  For  once  in  a way  in  respect 
of  co-operative  questions  we  are  with  the 
“ Grocer.”  The  Parliamentary  Committee 
of  the  Co-operative  Congress  has  many  more 
fiiends  in  the  neM’  House  of  Commons  than 
it  had  in  the  old,  and  if  it  moves  in  the 
matter  it  is  certain  to  have  a good  deal 
of  support.  It  might  even  happen  that  if 
the  Government  brought  in  an  amending 
piece  of  legislation  it  would  be  allowed  to  go 
through  as  a non-contentious  subject. 

In  any  case,  the  matter  should  not  be 

permitted  to  rest  where  it  is  now. 

Enough  reflections  have  been  cast  on  the 
movement  by  the  operations  of  associations 
M’hose  use  of  the  word  co-operative  has 
misled  the  masses. 


LATEST  IN  THINGS 

CO-OPERATIVE. 


BETTING  SOCIETY  FORMED. 

IMPORTANT  POINT 

RAISED. 

What  next? 

The  question  is  suggested  by  the  fact 
that  a betting  organisation  has  been  regis- 
tered under  the  Industrial  and  Provident 
Societies  Act.  and  taken  to  itself  the  word 
co-operative.  Inquiry  elicits  the  fact  that 
the  full  title  of  the  organisation  is  the 
National  Co-operative  Turf  Association 
Limited,  and  that  its  offices  are  in  London. 

Outside  the  Pale. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  the 
association  lias  no  connection  M'it-h  the  indus- 
trial co-operative  movement,  and  that  its 
chances  of  affiliation  to  the  Co-operative 
Union  or  the  Wholesale  Society,  should  it 
ever  occur  to  it  to  make  application,  are 
very  remote. 

What  are  the  objects  of  the  association? 
According  to  the  “Grocer,”  they  may  be 
summarised  as  follows  : — To  secure  “re- 
turns upon  betting  investments  . . . whilst 
at  the  same  time  such  benefits  include  ex- 
emption from  income  tax  under  Schedules 
C and  D.“  (These  tM'o  schedules  relate  to 
profits  and  property.) 

Registrar's  Position. 

The  Co-operative  Union  lias  been  in  com- 
munication with  the  Registrar,  who  confirms 
the  registrati'M  of  the  association.-  The 
Registrar  is,  of  course,  a State  official  and 
not  a co-operative  censor.  His  business  is  to 
see  that  any  association  applying  for 
registration  under  the  Industrial  and  Provi- 
dent Societies  Act  comes  within  the  scope  of 
the  Aot,  and  having  satisfied  himself  on 
that  point,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  he  can 
withhold  his  certificate.  The  word  “ co- 
operative ” is  anybody’s  property,  and 
nobody  can  place  any  restriction  on  its  use. 

The  bona  fides  of  the  National  Co-opera- 
tive Turf  Association  are  not  in  question. 
It  may  be,  for  all  \ve  know,  quite  a legiti- 
mate concern. 

All  we  are  concerned  about  is  what  im- 
pression will  be  created  on  the  public  by 

its  use  of  the  word  co-operative? 

It  will  be  assumed  that  the  co-operative 
movement,  as  represented  by  the  Co-openi/- 
tive  Union,  Jins  gone  into  the  betting  busi- 
ness, and  it  takes  a good  deal  of  public 
repudiation  by  our  movement  to  overcome 
the  pernicious  innuendos  of  anti-co- 
operators. 

Use  of  the  Word. 

Why  cannot  the  Government  limit  the  use 
of  the  word  co-operative  in  respect  of  trading 
and  business  organisations?  It  may  not 
have  power  under  existing  laws,  but  altera- 
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EVERY  LIFE 
ASSURANCE  POLICY 

•issued  by  the 

Co-operative 
Insurance  Society  Ltd. 

IS  IN  IMMEDIATE  FULL 
BENEFIT. 

□ □ □ 

Full  particulars  from 

■ C.I.S.,  109,  Corporation  St., 

Manchester,  or  59,  Morrison 
St.,  Glasgow. 


AN  ORNAMENT  TO  THE  ARCHITECTURE  OF  BELFAST. 


Tho  al>ore  is  the  Central  Premises  of  Hie  Belfast  Society,  opened  on  Saturday  by  file  Lady  Mayoress,  in  the  presence  o£ 

the  Ulster  Prime  Minister, 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


SUPERANNUATION  of  EMPLOYEES 

A DESIRABLE  CO-OPERATIVE  PROVISION. 


POINTS  TO  BE  WATCHED  IN  FRAMING  SCHEMES. 


BY  H.  COX  (ACTUARY  TO  THE  C.I.S.). 


The  recent  articles  on  the  above  subject, 
which  have  appeared  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News,”  together  with  letters  in  tho  Corre- 
spondence Columns,  show  there  is  an  earnest 
desire  on  the  part  of  employees  that  the 
question  of  employees'  superannuation  should 
be  seriously  tackled. 

The  problems  of  unemployment  and  proper 
provision  for  old  age  will  always  arouse  a 
considerable  amount  of  discussion,  being 
they  are  matters  which,  through  no  fault  of 
his  own,  may  at  any  time  cause  a worker 
anxiety  and  worry. 

The  object  of  any  superannuation  scheme 
has  been  very  well  described  in  a report  of  a 
recent  Departmental  Committee  on  this  sub- 
ject. “ It  tends  to  safeguard  efficiency  : by 
this  means  the  persons  employed  are  relieved 
of  anxieties  for  their  future  when  advancing 
9 years  or  failing  health  may  deprive  them  of 
power  to  work ; the  employer,  on  tho  other 
hand,  secures  a more  contented  staff,  unbur- 
dened by  the  presence  of  aged  or  infirm 
members  retained  out  of  compassion,  who, 
although  they  can  no  longer  discharge  ade- 
quately the  duties  of  their  office,  remain  to 
block  the  promotion  of  younger  men  and  to 
lower  the  quality  of  the  service.” 

A superannuation  scheme"” promotes  system- 
atic saving  on  the  part  of  the  employee,  and 
without  this  he  rarely  finds  himself  able  to 
make  adequate  provision  against  old  age. 

It  is,  I feel  sure,  not  necessary  to  put  forward 
many  arguments  of  the  need  of  an  adequate 
system  of  superannuation.  A pension  scheme 
is  one  of  those  things  that  everybody  agrees  is 
desirable,  but  ia  usually  put  off  till  tho 
to-morrow,  which  never  comes. 

There  seems  to  be  a vague  idea  that  a pension 
scheme  is  veiy  costly,  and  no  doubt  this  is 
so  where  there  are  a large  number  of  employees 
neanng  pensionable  age.  Waiting  for  to- 
morrow will  not  improve  the  position,  antkif 
the  inclusion  of  old  employees  jeopardises,  on 
the  ground  of  cost,  a commencement,  it  is 
better  to  eiclude  them  so  as  to  enable  a start 
to  be  made.  The  young  men  of  lo-dvy  will 
be  the  old  men  of  to-morrow,  and  if  a start  is 
made  now  provision  for  old  age  for  all  employees 
will  be  a reality  in  the  future. 

Points  for  Consideration. 

Tho  first  steps  in  the  consideration  of  a 
superannuation  scheme,  after  getting  the  con- 
sult of  the  members  of  a co-operative  Bociety 
to  prepare  a scheme,  are  as  follows : — 

(1)  Decide  whether  or  not  the  fund  should 
be  an  irrevocable  trust. 

(2)  The  age  at  which  the  pension  will  com- 
mence. 

(3)  The  amount  of  the  pension. 

(4)  Whether  or  not  the  scheme  should  be 
compulsory. 

(5)  The  amount  of  pension,  if  any,  to  bo 
paid  on  permanent  failure  of  health 
before  pension  age. 

(6)  The  amount  of  contributions  (with  or 
without  interest)  to  be  returned  to  the 
employees  if  they  Jeave  the  service  or 
die  prior  to  pension  age. 

(7)  In  what  proportions  the  contributions 
required  shall  be  divided  between  the 
employees  and  employer. 

(8)  What  provision,  if  any,  is  desired  for 
employees  with  back  years  of  service 
to  their  credit. 

(9)  The  amount  of  contributions  required  to 
pay  the  benefits. 

Advantages  of  an  Irrevocable  Trust. 

The  Government  has  allowed  special  privi- 
leges to  any  pension  funds  which  have  been 
approved  by  the  Commissioners  of  Income 
Tax.  By  the  Finance  Act,  1921,  Section  32, 
in  the  caao  of  approved  funds  tho  income 
derived  from  investments  is  exempted  from 
income  tax,  and  any  annual  sum  paid  by  the 
employer  or  employee  is  allowed  to  be  deducted 
from  the  income  tax  assessments  as  an  expense 
incurred  in  the  year  in  which  the  sum  is  paid. 

Tiro  conditions  to  be  met  before  a fund  is 
approved  are  as  follows  : — 

(a,)  It  is  bona  fide  and  established  under 
irrevocable  trusts  in  connection  with 
some  trade  or  undertaking  carried  on 
in  the  United  Kingdom. 

(b)  Its  solo  purpose  is  to  provide  annuities 
for  employees  of  that  undertaking, 
cither  on  retirement  at  a specified'  ago 
/ or  on  becoming  incapacitated  at  eomo 
Earlier  ago, 


(o)  Tho  employer  is  a contributor  to  tho 
fund. 

(d)  It  is  recognised  by  the  employer  and  the 
employees. 

Some  co-opcrativo  societies  which  have  pen- 
sion funds  not  established  under  irrevocable 
trusts  are  now  being  charged,  much  to  their 
astonishment,  by  the  Inland  Revenue  authori- 
ties, incorno  tax  on  the  investment  revenuo  of 
tho  pension  funds.  It  is  therefore  important 
that  at  the  inception  of  a pension  scheme  the 
advantages  of  securing  the  approval  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Income  Tax  should  be 
carefully  considered. 

I am  strongly  in  favour  of  an  irrevocable 
trust,  as  the  scheme  cannot  then  be  varied, 
except  with  the  consent  of  all  concerned,  and 
also  exemption  from  income  tax  allows  a larger 
pension  to  be  given,  or  reduce  the  contributions. 

A satisfactory  scheme  can  usually  be 
evolved  with  a pension  ago  of  65  ; probably 
some  of  the  older  members  of  the  staff  will  not 
be  able  to  go  on  pension  till  70  years  of  age, 
so  as  to  reduce  the  initial  oost.  In  considering 
the  amount  of  the  pension,  due  regard  must 
be  given  to  the  probability  of  the  pensioner 
dying  soon  after  commencing  the  pension.  In 
actual  practice  it  is  found  convenient  either 
to  return  to  the  dependents  or  legal  representa- 
tives the  difference  botween  the  amount  of 
contributions  paid  (with  or  without  interest) 
and  the  amount  of  pension  received.  Another 
method  of  meeting  this  difficulty  is  to  guarantee 
the  payment  of  the  pension  for  five  years 
certain  or  for  life,  whichever  is  the  longer 
period.  Either  course  eliminates  the  objection 
that  a pensioner  apparently  loses  a large  part 
of  his  contributions  if  ho  dies  soon  after  the 
pension  is  commenced. 

The  Cost  of  a Pension  Scheme. 

The  cost  of  a pension  of  £100  per  annum  at 
the  age  of  65,  payable  for  life  or  five  years 
certain,  whichever  is  the  longer  period,  varies 
between  £900  and  £1,000,  according  to  the  rate 
of  interest  used  and  the  rate  of  mortality  likely 
to  bo  experienced  by  the  employees.  This  is 
a matter  upon  which  the  advice  of  an  actuary 
should  be  sought,  in  order  to  avoid  the  possi- 
bility of  any  difficulties  arising  through  in- 
adequate contributions  and  uncertainty  of 
meeting  the  obligations  made.  Tho  amounts 
mentioned  above  show  how  difficult  it  is  to 
provide  the  old  employees  with  an  adequate 
pension  when  only  a few  years’  contributions 
can  be  relied  on  from  them.  In  some  cases 
the  older  employees  can  only  be  fitted  in  by 
leaving  part  of  the  cost  of  the  pension  “ in 
arrear,”  to  bo  cleared  by  earmarking  some  of 
the  employer’s  contributions  for  this  purpose. 

A satisfactory  pension  Bcheme  can  usually 
be  arranged  at  a total  cost  of  8 per  cent,  of 
the  wage  bill  of  o society,  but  more  generous 
schemes,  providing,  say.  50  per  cent,  of  the 
6alary  of  the  last  year  of  employment  as  pension 
at  age  65,  would  cost  between  10  per  cent,  and 
13J  per  cent,  of  the  wage  bilL  The  cost  varies 
according  to  the  age  and  occupation  of  the 
employees. 

In  the  case  of  a small  society  it  would  not 
be  advisable  to  set  up  a separate  fund,  but  to 
arrange  for  an  insurance  office,  such  as  tho 
C.I.S.,  to  receive  the  contributions  and  pay 
the  pensions  as  they  became  due.  Where  the 
society  is  small  the  fund  would  bo  small,  and 
one  pensioner  who  lived  longer  than  was 
anticipated  might  be  sufficient  to  cause 
difficulties. 

Importance  of  Selecting  the  Best  Scheme. 

There  are  many  varieties  of  pension  schemes, 
but  the  scheme  which  avoids  basing  the  con- 
tributions on  the  probable  future  wages  and 
the  probable  rate  of  increase  in  wages  is  one 
whioh  should  work  out  in  a satisfactory  manner 
for  employer  and  employees.  Unfortunately, 
many  pension  schemes  prior  to  the  war  pro- 
vided for  contributions  based  on  an  estimated 
Increase  of  wages  and  an  estimated  wage  on 
retirement  wldch  the  course  of  wage  conditions 
during  the  war  completely  falsified  ; the  result 
being  that  large  deficiencies  have  arisen,  which 
have  had  to  be  oleared  by  special  contributions . 
and  grants.  The  most  satisfactory  way  is  to 
calculate  the  contributions  on  an  amount  of 
pension  which  is  known  when  tho  scheme  com- 
mences, and  such  arrangements  can  be  mode 
In  spite  of  basing  the  pension  on  a percentage 
of  the  last  year’s  wage  prior  to  pension  age. 

I was  more  thaD  ever  convinced  of  the  need 
[Continued  at  foot  of  fourth  column.] 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES.  L.C.C. 


Swedish  Matches. 

A prospectus  was  issued  at  the  end  of  last 
week  which  is  not  without  interest  to  the  men 
and  women  in  the  home,  for  it  throws  light 
upon  the  extent  to  which  the  match-making 
industry  iB  trustified.  The  Svenska  Tand- 
sticks  Aktiebolaget  (Swedish  Match  Company) 
offered  the  British  investing  public  179,500  of 
its  shares  of  100  Swedish  crowns  (about  £6)  at 
£6'  15s.  each,  and  in  its  prospectus  disclosed 
tho  fact  that  it  controls  tho  whole  match 
industry  of  Sweden,  which  represents  one-fifth 
of  tho  entire  world  production,  and  that  with 
the  foreign  companies  it  controls  it  really 
governs  one-third  of  the  world’s  match  trade. 
Of  the  Swedish  production  no  less  than  96  per 
cent,  is  exported,  of  which  70  per  cent,  is 
shipped  or  financed  through  London.  A list 
of  tho  financial  results  since  the  year  1909 
shows  extraordinary  fluctuations  in  the  net 
profits,  which  in  1910  represented  39  per  cent, 
on  the  ordinary  share  capital,  in  1916  181  per 
cent,,  and  last  year  a little  over  19  per  cent. ; 
but  the  dividends  have  increased  steadily  from 
6 to  14  per  cent,  until  last  year,  when  it  was 
12  per  cent.  The  total  assets  of  the  concern 
are  given  as  being  worth  190,000,000  Swedish 
crowns,  which  at  the  present  rate  of  exchange 
is  equivalent  to  something  like  £11,500,000. 
The  shares  were  Immediately  over-subscribed. 

Paper. 

A great  German  scientist  once  remarked 
that  you  could  take  the  measure  of  a nation's 
civilisation  by  the  amount  of  soap  it  used.  It 
would  perhaps  bo  more  correct  to  measure  it 
by  the  quantity  of  paper  it  consumed,  for  the 
nation  that  reads  most  is,  on  the  whole,  likely 
to  be  best  educated,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  largest  circulations  are  not  those  which 
appeal  to  the  most  cultured ; but,  then,  the 
public  who  read  them  might  otherwise  not 
read  at  all.  Anyway,  as  education  spreads 
so  tbe  demand  for  paper  increases,  and  in 
Europe  the  annual  increase  in  consumption  is 
8 per  cent.,  and  in  America  more.  Most  of 
the  paper  on  which  newspapers  are  printed  is 
made  from  wood  pulp — i.e.,  soft  wood  trees  of 
the' pine  or  fir  variety.  Much  of  this  comes 
from  Sweden,  Norway,  Finland,  See.,  but  of 
late  years  Canada  has  become  an  enormous 
producer,  and  supplies  the  United  States  in 
particular  with  “ news-print,”  as  tho  paper 
on  which  newspapers  are  printed  is  called  ; and 
anyone  who  has  seen  American  newspapers 
will  not  require  to  be  told  that  the  consumption 
of  this  material  in  the  United  States  is  stupen- 
dous. At  the  present  time  Canada  supplies 
only  about  one-fifth  of  the  news-print  used 
in  Great  Britain,  bnt  her  exports  to  this  country 
are  steadily  increasing.  In  the  Chicoutimi 
Mills  Canada  possesses  tbe  greatest  wood-pulp 
plant  in  the  world,  and  the  Quebec  Government 
has  just  decided  to  spend  $2,000,000  on  a 
dam  which  will  still  further  increase  the  output 
of  that  concern.  Practically  all  these  mills  are 
run  by  electricity  generated  from  water  power. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  a general  election,  which 
hinders  trade  in  most  industries,  is  good  for 
the  paper  trade — for  obvious  reasons.  The 
forests  producing  the  trees  which  are  used  to  a 
great  extent  replant  themselves,  and  fire  is 
practically  tbe  only  enemy.  It  is  a great 
industry,  and  I believe  it  is  correct  to  state 
that  wood-pulp  and  the  news-print  made 
therefrom  together  constitute  Canada’s  second 
largest  item  of  export. 

A Caso  of  Barter. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Buenos  Aires 
Western  Railway  Limited  appears  a note 
showing  that  Germany  has  already  had  to 
follow  tho  example  of  Russia  in  arranging  some 
of  its  foreign  trade  on  a basis  of  barter  instead 
of  on  a money  basis.  A paragraph  in  tho 
railway  company’s  report  reads  as  follows : — 


with  it,  viz.,  by  writing  off  as  lost  half  0f  th 
capital.  This  means  that  the  face  value  of  n° 
400,000  ordinary  shares  of  400  Swiss  fra  * 
each  will  be  reduced  to  200  francs  Tt* 
directors  intimate  in  their  announcement  t 
the  shareholders  that  stocks  are  being  8ol(?° 
and  that  the  affaire  of  the  company  are  comin  ’ 
back  more  to  normal.  The  writing  down  Jr 
share  capital  like  this  only  becomes  neeessarv 
after  reserves  are  exhausted.  Anyone  ul 
acquainted  with  companies  might  wonder  whv 
it  is  necessary  to  write  off  any  of  the  capital  L 
lost,  seeing  that  that  operation  docs  not  0f 
itself  provide  any  fresh  money.  The  explana. 
tion  is  that  a trading  company  which  has  lost 
part  of  its  capital,  with  the  result  that  its  assets 
are  no  longer  equal  in  value  to  the  capital, 
may  not  pay  dividends  even  though  profits 
have  been  made,  until  the  loss  has  been  made 
good.  This  might  mean  that  even  though  a 
company  continuously  made  profits  after  the 
one  big  loss,  the  shareholders  could  not  get 
any  of  them  for  several  years.  To  avoid  this 
hardship,  a company  which  has  made  a heavy 
capital  loss,  and  has  not  sufficient  reserves  to 
make  good  such  loss,  usually  writes  off  part  of 
its  capital  os  lost,  and  is  then  in  a position  to 
start  afresh,  as  it  were,  distributing  any  profits 
made  thereafter  without  being  under  com- 
pulsion  to  set  them  aside  to  make  good  tho  loss. 
Nestis’s  loss  for  1921  reached  the  huge  total 
of  93,184,240  Swiss  francs. 


A REAL  CHRISTMAS 
SPIRIT. 

BARRY  SOCIETY S HELP  TO 
UNFORTUNATE  MEMBERS. 

The  fast-approaching  Yuletide  and  the 
misery  in  homes  where  unemployment  has 
driven  families  to  bare  existence,  has  imbued 
the  Barry  and  District  Society  with  a desire 
to  alleviate  it  in  so  far  as  its  members  are 
concerned.  If  the  members  of  tile  society 
approach  the  matter  with  tfra  same  open 
mind  and  goodwill  which  characterised  the' 
expressions  at  the  quarterly  meeting  at 
Barry'  Dock  on  Saturday  iast,  then  the 
scheme  devised  and  instigated  by  th°  *ecre-" 
tary  (Mr.  B.  B.  Bembridge,  a!s.T  } will 
prove  fruitful.  The  nanratives  of  the  plight 
of  families  were  harrowing  in  the  extreme,- 
and  the  outoorne  of  consideration  was  that 
members  should  be  circularised  for  their  , 
support. 

It  is  proposed  that  with  the  sanction  of 
the  members  individually  a sum  of  money 
from  t-he  amount  of  £2,328  set  aside  for  the 
payments  of  dividends  should  be  distributed 
amongst  the  necessitous  families. 

It  is  well  to  point  out  that  those  in  agree- 
ment can  entertain  no  doubt  as  bo  relief  going 
to  the  right  channels.  With  the  informa- 
tion at  their  disposal  through  Miss  Edwards 
(the  outside  representative  in  the  district) 
no  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  differen- 
tiating between  the  needy  and  otherwise,  for 
that  good  lady  is  in  constant  touch  in  the 
interests  of  the  society  with  tho  homes  of 
the  members. 

Those  who  are  responsiwle  for  the  schema 
appreciate  the  one  big  difficulty— the  lack  of 
time — but  they  are  moving  heaven  and  earth 
that  their  fellow  co-operators  might  at 
least  have  a respectable  festive  board  nt 
Christmas. 


In  August,  1921,  an  arrangement  was 
come  to  between  tme  Argentine  Govern- 
ment and  certain  German  manufacturers 
whereby  the  former  undertook  to  purchase 
30,000  tons  of  railway  materials,  princi- 
pally consisting  of  rails  and  bridge  sections, 
provided  that  tbe  proceeds  wero  devoted  to 
the  purchase  of  Argentine  wool,  and  it  in 
in  virtue  of  this  agreement  that  large  con- 
signments of  wool  have  been  exported 
during  tho  financial  year  under  considera- 
tion. 

Nestles  Capital  Reduction, 

It  was  mentioned  in  these  notes  some  timo 
ago  that  the  Nestl6  and  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed 
Milk  Company  had  made  heavy  losses  for  tho 
last  year.  The  directors  have  now  Informed^ 
the  shareholders  how  they  propose-  tp  deal 


THE  PAISLEY  ELECTION. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Biggar  wishes~to  express  his 
thanks  through  these  columns  for  all  the 
letters  of  congratulation  which  he  has  re- 
ceived from  societies  and  individuals  on  the 
result  of  the  Parliamentary  contest  in 
Paisley. 


[Continued  from  second  column.] 

of  employees’  superannuation  schemes  when 
recently  examining  the  ages  and  length  of 
service  of  tho  employees  of  a society  which 
had  sought  my  advice  on  tho  adoption  of  a 
pension  scheme.  There  were  eight  employees 
over  70,  and  thirty  between  the  ages  of  60  and 
70.  the  years  of  service  ranging  from  thirty  to 
forty  years.  These  employees  represented  7 
per  cent,  of  tho  staff. 

Tho  employee  has  un  interest-  in  the  move- 
ment both  as  an  employee  and  consumer,  and 
until  the  movement  has  successfully  solved 
the  problem  of.  the  employees’  pension.  does 
not  seem  possible  (o  attain  the  pltinjate  ideal— 
a pension  for  the’ consumer.  > ' 
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THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


BELFAST’S  BOLD  BID. 

PRIME  MINISTER  AT  OPENING  OF  NEW  WAREHOUSE. 

“GREATEST  ENCOURAGEMENT  FOR  ULSTER 

DEMOCRACY.” 

BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


AFTER  THE  BATTLE. 

SOME  LESSONS  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  CONTESTS 


SPECIAL  INTERVIEW  WITH  MR.  S.  F.  PERRY,  J.P. 

(SECRETARY  TO  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY). 


BY  OUR  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT. 


I have  been  in  Belfast  about  a dozen 
times,  sometimes  on  pleasure,  sometimes  on 
business,  and  sometimes  when  going  to  or 
coming  from  other  places  in  Ireland.  Three 
of  those  visits  afford  pleasant  memories  of 
stimulating  co-operative  gatherings. 

The  First  Victory. 

The  first  of  the  three  was  when  the  city 
was  invaded  by  a shipload  of  co-operative 
delegates  representing  the  shareholders  of 
the  United  Co-cperative  Baking  Society  to 
mark  the  opening  of  the  great  co-operative 
bakery  in  Kaveuhill  Avenue.  Few  who 
took  part  iu  that  celebration  will  forget 
the  remarkable  procession  of  Irish  and  Scot- 
tish co-operators  through  the  streets  cf  the 
city.  It  symbolised  the  unity  of  the  co- 
operative movement  and  its  international 
character.  The  Belfast  Society  was  boy- 
cotted by  the  traders  who  supplied  its 
bread.  It  called  from  the  Lagan  to  the 
Clyde  'for  co-operative  help.  The  U.C.B.S. 
agreed  to  plant  a bakery  there  to  supply 
the  societies  in  the  north.  The  temporary 
bakery  of  galvanised  iron  — the  “ tin 
bakery  " — had  served  its  purpose  till  the 
first  part  of  the  permanent  structure  rose 
to  proclaim  the  enduring  power  of  co-opera- 
tion, and  that  demonstration  appropriately 
marked  the  event  by  giving  a stimulus  to 
co-operative  activity  all  over  the  north. 

The  second  co-operative  memory  is  asso- 
ciated with  the*  jubilee  of  the  U.C.B.S., 
when  the  representatives  of  the  Irish  share- 
holding societies  met  with  the  directors  and 
officials  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  birthday  of 
this  great  federation.  The  jubilee  enabled 
the  northern  co-operators  to  boast  that 
they  sold  “ The  best  loaf  in  Ireland,”  and 
to  claim  that  the  co-operative  societies 
which  cater  for  a quarter  of  the  population 
of  Ireland  and  Scotland  to  control  the  price 
of  bread  in  the  interests  of  the  consumer. 

A People's  Palace. 

My  third  co-operative  experience  iu 
Belfast  can  scarcely  yet  be  called  a memory. 
It  is  still  a fresh  impression,  but  it,  too, 
will,  if  I live  long  enough,  pass  into  the 
pages  of  memory.  That  impression  is  of 
the  unique  gatherings  of  Saturday  last, 
when  Belfast  Society  itself  celebrated  the 
opening  of  the  wonderful  premises  in  York- 
Rtreet,  now  completed  and  providing  the 
Belfast  co-operators  with  a central  em- 
porium to  which  the  whole  movement  ought 
to  be  able  to  point  with  pride.  To  say  that 
the  warehouse  has  a frontage  of  2o8  feet, 
that  it  is  handsomely  appointed,  and  that  it 
is  an  architectural  ornament  to  the  city, 
would  convey  little  to  the  average  reader. 
Belfast  is  a city  noted  for  some  of  its  great 
drapery  warehouses.  The  Co-operative 
Warehouse  is  excelled  by  none  of  them. 
Manchester  people  think  of  Lewis's,  Glas- 
gow people  of  Trevon’s,  Edinburgh  people  of 
Thompson’s.  They  all  suffer  by  comparison 
with  the  Belfast  Society’s  great  establish- 
ment. Chaste  architectural  design,  solid 
workmanship  from  the  granite  plinths,  and 
the  parquet  floor  to  the  terminal  of  the 
central  clock  tower,  snsthetic  taste  coupled 
with  6tock-protecting  devices  in  the  show' 
counters  and  cases,  convenience  and  utility 
in  the  fittings,  consideration  for  the  time 
and  strength  of  the  customer  and  the  em- 
ployee, restfulness  to  the  eye  which  does 
not  diminish  the  illuminant  power  of  the 
lighting  arrangements,  well-regulated  heat- 
ing and  ventilation,  spacious  du6t-proof 
show  windows — and  I might  go  on — are 
some  of  the  chief  features  of  the  warehouse. 
The  cost  of  the  last — and  final — extension 
dedicated  to  co-operative  principles  on 
Saturday  will  approximate  £100,000,  and 
the  work,  except  the  supplying  of  proprie- 
tory installations,  has  been  done  by  the 
society’s  own  building  department  under 
the  direction  of  its  own  master  of  works, 
Mr.  M.  Baird. 

Civic  Pride. 

To  view  that  warehouse  and  regard  it  as 
the  property  of  2(3,000  citizens  of  Belfast, 
mostly  working  people,  is  to  take  a certain 
pride  in  the  democratic"  organisation  of 
trade  that  has  made  the  achievement 
possible.  Co-operators  from  cities  as  large 
as  Belfast  marvelled  at  the  splendour  of  the 
building.  Co-operators  from  Bmall  town 
and  village  societies  were  frankly  amazed. 
Belfast  co-operators  were  simply  happy,  as 
"ere  their  guests.  The  Belfast  pre^a.  de- 
voted columns  to  the  society  and  its  enter- 
prise and  to  tlie  opening  celebrations.  The 
completion  of  the  building  and  its  formal 
inauguration  acquired  a civic  importance, 
for  tlio  Lady  Mayoress  (Lady  Coates)  per- 
formed the  opening  ceremony,  and  the  Lord 
Mayor  (Sir  William  Coates)  attended  the 
luncheon  to  reply  to  the  civic  toast.  The 
opening,  indeed,  partook  of  the  event  of  a 
State  function  in  Royal  Ulster,  for  the 
Ulster  Prime  Minister,  Sir  James  Oraig, 
nttended  in  company  with  tho  Minister  of 
Labour  and  four  M.P.’b. 

Premier  and  the  Society’s  Greatness. 

Prime  Ministers  do  not  readily  associate 
themselves  with  trade  developments  of  co- 


operative societies,  but  that  fact  only 
makes  the  presence  of  the  Ulster  Premier 
all  the  more  noteworthy.  His  presence 
was  even  less  noteworthy  than  his  speeches, 
especially  in  view  of  his  frank  acknowledg- 
ment that  his  presence  there  would  prob- 
ably call  down  some  criticism  which  ho 
would  just  have  to  take  in  the  stride  cf  his 
daily  life.  He  had  listened  earlier  in  the 
day  to  Mr.  M’Guffin’s  account  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Belfast  Society,  started  in  1887, 
whose  membership  had  increased  from 
7,550  in  1911  to  26,200,  whose  capital  had 
increased  in  the  same  period  from  £54,670 
-to  £360,770,  and  which  had,  in  the  same 
eleven  years,  returned  to  the  members 
in  dividend  and  interest  a sum 
surpassing  tho  present  share  capital  by 
£183,396,  while  tho  trade  had  gone  up  from 
£268,500  in  1911  to  £1,406,218  in  the  boom 
year  of  1921.  To  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment this  record  of.  facts  accomplished  by 
the  people  of  the  northern  capital  could 

__  be  thought  compelling. 

Not  inappropriately,  1>3  confessed  that 
this  was  a very  great  and  praiseworthy  kuc- 
cess,  and  these  who  attained  it  deserved 
oordial  congratulations,.  That  record  of  pro- 
gress after  thirty-three  years,  showed  what 
could  be  done  by  the  ordinary  brains  of  the 
working  elnsses,  prompted  him  to  ask : What 
more  might  not  happen  in  another  thirty- 
three  years?  If  the  working  class  could  <lo 
this  without  capitalist  help  what  more  could 
they  do?  Would  there  bo  others  to  carry 
on  the  good  work  when  - they  had  gone? 
.Such  work  as  had  been  done  by  the  co-opera- 
tive society  was  “exactly  the  sort  of  tiling 
that  gave  him  the  greatest  encouragement 
for  the  future  of  Ulster  democracy.”  Sir 
Jaiiles  also  recognised  that  the  difference  be- 
tween the  system  in  the  building  they  had 
just  left  and  a place  belonging- to  a single 
individual  was  that  they  had  distributed  all 
the  profits  and  benefits  to  26,000  people  in- 
stead of  all  the  profits  and  benefits  going 
into  the  pockets  of  one  man.  He  hoped 
that  the  society,  now’  that  that  great  work 
was  completed,  would  be  able  to  do  some- 
thing to  reduce  the  cost  of  living  to  those  not 
so  favourably  placet! . He  believed  there 
would  soon  return  to  Belfast  Rome  of  the 
old  pre-war  prosperity,  and  he  believed  also 
that  the  co-operative  society  would  have"  a 
great  future  before  it. 

The  Co-operative  Way. 

The  Minister  of  Labour  had  also  his  tribute 
to  pay  to  the  co-operative  society.  It  was, 
he  said,  “employing  hundreds  of  people 
under  fair  and  reasonable  conditions,  and  at 
the  same  time  providing  working  people 
with  the  necessaries  of  life  at  a moderate 
cost  and  returning  to  them  the  entire 
profits.” 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  the  city  recognised 
that  “ tlio  extension  of  the  work  of  the  co- 
operative society  was  the  best  proof  they 
could  have  that  the  city  and  its  trade  was 
prosperous,”  and  in  congratulating  the 
society  on  possessing  such  a magnificent 
building,  he  said  he  could  not  remember  any 
occasion  on  which  they  had  had  such  ail 
object-lesson  in  community  progress. 

A Co-operative  Hope. 

The  Minister  of  Labour  also,  was  satisfied 
that  progress  would  develop  rapidly  “ if  the 
people  of  all  classes  and  creeds  worked  ener- 
getically in  a spirit  of  friendly  <!.>op»ratioji 
lor  the  common  good  of  the  whole  com- 
munity.” These  sentiments  were  reinforced 
by  Mr.  Knox,  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
who  testified  that  there  was  no  difference 
of  co-operative  opinion  whether  in  the  north 
or  in  the  south.  He  knew  from  personal 
experience  that  oo-operators  in  rlie  south 
and  west  had  nothing  hut  the  very  best 
wishes  for  tho  suocess  of  the  movement  in 
the  north.  They  had  a common  end  and 
aim,  and  he  was  in  hopos  that  some  day 
they  would  be  able,  through  the  movement, 
to  bring  about  a united  and  prosperous 
Ireland. 

A Great  Stimulus. 

Co-operators  everywhere  will  congratulate 
Belfast  upon  its  success.  I have  had  no  in- 
dication as  to  the  amount  of  trade  that  will 
bo  necessary  to  maintain  the  society’s  pros- 
perity With  the  expense  the  new  building 
will  involve ; but  the  mombers  will  not  be 
able  to  bring  more  than  the  society  can  c-ope 
with.  A weekly  outlay  of  £1  per  week  per 
member  over  all  the  departments  of  rbe 
society’s  business  would  almost  ronch  the 
boom  year’s  turnover  of  £1,300,000.  But  the 
now  buildings  and  the  publicity  given  to  the 
society  last  week-end  should  attract  a host 
of  new  members ; £1  per  week  per  family  is 
a figuro  that  might  be  improved  upon;  and 
well  organised  propaganda,  of  which  the 
society  lias  already  proved  itself  capable, 
should,  in  a short  time  and  with  the  brighter 
outlook  in  the  industrial  field  which  so  many 
seem  to  anticipate,  increase  the  society’s 
annual  turnover  to  the  two  million 
mark.  Saturday’s  function  lends  me  to 
believe  it  may  bo  sot  and  soon;  for  it  was 
one  of  the  most  inspiriting  of  the  co-opera- 
tive happenings  in  which  I have  tnken  part. 


In  the  lull  after  the  turbulence  of  the 
Genernl  Election,  Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  J.P., 
secretary  to  the  Co-operative  Party,  and  tho 
Co-operative  candidate  for  Stockport,  has 
been  able  to  make  a quiet  survey  of  the 
party’s  share  in  the  fight,  and  to  draw  some 
conclusions  from  the  results.  In  an  inter- 
view on  Friday,  last  week,  at  123,  Pall 
Mall,  writes  our  London  Correspondent,  Mr. 
Perry  discussed  with  me  his  impressions, 
and  also  gave  some  of  tho  lessons  which  can 
be  derived  from  the  party’s  second  entry  in  a 
General  Election  struggle. 

Increased  Co-operative  Vote. 

“ In  considering  the  results  of  the 
General  Election,”  Mr.  Perry  stated,  “ one 
is  compelled  to  make  a contrast  with  Decem- 
ber, 1918.  As  was  pointed  out  in  last  week’s 
‘ Co-operative  News,’  iu  1918  ten  candidates 
polled  47,476  votes.  In  the  recent  contest 
our  eleven  candidates  polled  126,000  votes, 
'ibis  is  a remarkable  advance.  In  every  con- 
test, though  we  were  loyally  supported  by 
the  trade  union  and  labour  forces,  and  had 
every  assistance  from  the  headquarters  of 
the  Labour  Party,  our  candidates  fought  on 
our  OM-n  party  programme.  They  placed  in 
the  forefront  the  question  of  unemployment, 
henvy  taxation,  and  the  failure  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  restore  trading  relationships 
M’ith  Europe,  and  these  questions  made  a 
strong  appeal  to  the  electors.  Our  candi- 
dates often  drew  attention  to  the  waste  of 
the  present  system  of  distribution,  which 
involves  such  a burden  upon  the  consumer. 
Ample  illustrations  urere  forthcoming  of  the 
advantages  of  co-operation  not  only  in  the 
productive  and  distributive  field,  but  also  as 
an  effective  force  in  international  politics. 
The  Co-operative  candidates  supported  the 
capital  levy  proposals,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  that  during  the  closing  days  of  the 
contests  the  electors  began  to  get  a fair 
conception  of  these  proposals  for  readjusting 
our  national  finances.” 

How  Success  Was  Attained. 

“ So  far  as  the  organisation  was  con- 
cerned, in  most  of  our  constituencies  effec- 
tive machinery  had  been  created,  and,  as 
one  of  our  new  members  remarked,  ‘ Our 
election  u’as  won  before  the  election  day.’ 
Within  three  hours  of  the  dissolution  of 
Parliament  in  this  particular  constituency, 
the  election  address  and  the  literature  n’ere 
in  the  hands  of  the  printers.  In  other 
constituencies  the  introduction  of  tlie 
monthly  neu’spapers  had  laid  the  foundation 
of  victory.  In  three  out  of  the  four  con- 
stituencies where  candidates  have  been  re- 
turned the  monthly  paper  has  been  in  cir- 
culation for  some  time.  The  results  of  the 
election  fullj'  justify  tlie  policy  of  the  Co- 
operative Party’s  National  Executive  iu 
concentrating  on  a small  number  of  candi- 
dates in  preference  to  embarking  on  a num- 
ber of  hopeless  contests.  To  have  returned 
four  out  of  eleven  is  an  accomplishment  of 
which  any  party  may  lx*  proud. 

“ Although  we  have  done  splendidly,”  Mr. 
Perry  continued,  “ our  success  should  not 
minimise  our  efforts  in  tlie  direction  of 
building  up  an  effective  Co-operative  Party 
organisation.  Our  experience  convinces  us 
that  it  is  very  rarely  that  an  election  is  n’on 
by  a short  compaign.  The  prospects  are 
brightest  u’here  the  plodding  u'ork  of  organ- 
isation is  continued  for  a long  period  before 
the  aotual  contest.  The  effectiveness  of  our 
co-operative  organisation  for  political  pur- 
poses has  been  well  illustrated.”  . 

Help  from  Societies. 

“ All  our  Co-operative  candidates  received 
the  whole-hearted  support  of  the  societies 
operating  in  the  constituency.  The  commit- 
tees of  management,  tlio  officials,  and  em- 
ployees, especially  the  members  of  the  Men’s 
and  Women’s  Guilds,  responded  splendidly. 
Especially  were  u-e  indebted  to  the  clerical 
staffs  of  some  co-operative  societies  for  their 
valuable  help  in  the  addressing  of  envelopes 
and  in  M-riting  up  the  poll  cards.  Vans  M ere 
used  for  advertising  purposes,  and  on  the 
polling  day  the  retail  societies  in  the  divi- 
sion gave  what  assistance  they  could  in  the 
May  of  loaning  motor  cars.  An  illustration 
of  tho  importance  which  motors  meant  on 
polling  day  may  lx  given  from  my  own  con- 
test at  Stockport.  The  Co-operative  and 
the  Labour  candidates  had  the  use  of  five 
cars,  whilst  our  opponents  had  nenrly  300. 
The  effect  of  this  in  a crou-ded.  constituency, 
and  perhaps  more  especially  in  a scattered 
one,  is  knoM-n  best  to  those  ndio  are  taking 
part  in  the  conflict.  There  is  no  doubt  room 
for  much  improvement  in  the  direction  of 
societies  outside  the  constituencies  which  are 
being  contested  rendering  tlieir  help  during 
election  times.  We  received  little  help  from 
societies  outside  the  immediate  areas  of  the 
contests,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  steps 
will  bo  taken  to  convince  co-operators  that 
politics  must  bo  taken  seriously,  every  force 
at  our  disposal  being  utilised  on  behalf  of 
our  candidates. 

“ In  every  constituency  contested  by  our 
candidates,”  Mr.  Perry  explained,  “ the 
Traders’  Defence  League  was  very  active. 


Posters  and  leaflets  Mere  issued  in  abun- 
dance, and  a special  appeal  was  made  to 
shopkeepers  to  defeat  the  Co-operative  can- 
didates. Some  of  the  posters  and  circulars 
issued  may  probably,  in  the  next  few  u’eeks, 
bring  the  League  into  court  for  breaches  of 
the  electoral  laws.  Steps  are  being  taken  to 
deal  with  this  matter.” 

The  C.W.S.  and  the  Election. 

“In  Scotland,  the  S.C.W.S.  rendered 
splendid  service  in  the  Tradeston  and  Paisley 
Divisions.  Cars  n’ere  lent,  and  every  facility 
given  for  help  to  be  rendered.  The  Scottish 
directors  did  fine  service  in  speaking  at  pub- 
lic meetings.  The  English  C.W.S.  lent  one 
car  to  each  Co-operative  candidate.  It  is 
a matter  for  sincere  regret  that  from  all  the 
evidence  at  our  disposal  Mr.  Waterson’s  seat 
at  Kettering  could  have  been  saved  M’ith 
tn’o  additional  cars.  This  constituency 
covers  ninety-four  villages,  n’ith  an  area  of 
400  square  miles,  and  having  regard  to  the 
excellent  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Waterson, 
especially  to  the  C.W.S.,  it  is  unfortunate 
that  more  could  not  have  been  done  in  this 
direction.  A more  regrettable  feature  was 
the  cancelling  of  engagements  by  the  C.W.S. 
directors  to  speak  at  meetings  in  support  of 
the  Co-operative  candidates.  So  far  as  I 
knon',  only  one  director  had  the  courage  to 
stand  boldly  on  the  platform  of  our  candi- 
dates. Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause 
of  this  attitude  or ’the  nature  of  the  agree- 
ment arrived  at  by  the  directors,  it  is  un- 
fortunate that  at  a time  when  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party — an  important  part  of  our  great 
movement— was  fighting  for  the  principle  of 
direct  representation,  we  had  not  that  sup- 
port we  expected.  These  are  some  of  the 
reasons  n’hich  have  led  the  Co-operative 
Party’s  National  Executive  to  ask  the 
directors  to  receive  a deputation  to  consider 
the  matter.” 

Acknowledgment  of  Services. 

‘ Praise  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Watkins 
(chairman  of  tlie  party),  who  u;as  in  charge 
of  the  head  office  during  the  campaign;  Air. 
S.  Rees,  Mrs.  Christie,  and  Mrs.  Dora  Tay- 
lor, who  worked  with  assiduity  and  enthu- 
siasm. Mr.  Hou-ie,  our  Scottish  organiser, 
did  admirable  M’ork  as  Mr.  Biggar’s  agent  at 
Paisley.  The  National  Co-operative  Publish- 
ing Society  not  only  gave  every  possible 
assistance  through  the  . colunins  of  the 
‘ NeM’s,’  but  in  several  constituencies  the 
candidates  had  the  personal  assistance 
of  members  of  the  editorial  staff. 
Not  only  during  tlie  contest,  but  for 
some  M’eeks  tlie  ‘ Co-operative  Ncus  ’ 
and  its  allied  publications  have  been  sup- 
porting the  claims  of  the  Co-operative  Party, 
and  M'nat  lias  been  accomplished  is  an  evi- 
dence of  what  can  be  done  if  the  movement 
would  give  the  Publishing  Society  greater 
support,  and,  if  possible,  bring  nearer  the 
establishment  of  a daily  paper.  No  party 
has  received  more  loyal  support  than  we  have 
from  the  Publishing  Society.” 

Looking  Ahead. 

As  to  the  future  work  of  the  Co-operative 
Party,  Mr.  Perry  stated:  “As  outlined  in 
last  Meek’s  * News,1  it  has  been  decided 
that  the  four  Co-operative  members  shall 
form  a group,  M’ith  their  own  Whip.  They 
will  be  made  the  medium  whereby  co-opera- 
tive matters  will  be  put  before  the  House 
of  Commons.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  pro- 
vide the  necessary  clerical  and  other  assist- 
ance, and  to  ensure  that  co-operative 
matters  from  all  sources  are  centralised,  and 
our  members  given  every  possible  assistance 
in  preparing  their  case.  A M’ise  step  has 
been  taken  in  our.  members  deciding  to  take 
no  public  engagement  during  the  sitting  of 
Parliament.  Their  first  duty  is  at  West- 
minster. During  the  recess  engagements 
will  be  attended  to  through  the  head  office 
of  the  Co-operative  Party,  and  every  pos- 
sible means  will  be  taken  to  ensure  effective 
propaganda  work  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

“ After  only  four  years'  existence,  the 
Co-operative  Party  can  look  M’ith  satisfac- 
tion on  what  has  been  accomplished  and 
M-ith  increased  hope  for  the  future.  Relying 
on  the  continued  support  of  those  who  have 
stood  by  the  party  in  storm  and  sunshine, 
in  victory  or  defeat,  we  can  reasonably  hope 
for  support  from  those  who  have  not 
M’avered.  ‘ Nothing  succeeds  like  success.' 
and  M-liiie  the  movement  M’ns  amply  repaid 
by  the  u'ork  of  Mr.  Waterson  in  the  late 
Parliament,  wo  feel  sure  that  M-ith  the  in- 
creased strength  of  our  representatives,  with 
the  practical  sympathy  from  many  co-opera- 
tors in  the  ranks  of  tho  Parliamentary 
Labour  Party,  the  interests  of  the  co-opern- 
tive  movement  will  be  safeguarded.  At  the 
same  time  our  work  must  continue.  We 
regret  Mr.  Wnterson’s  defeat,  and  that  of 
other  estimable  candidates;  but  the  move- 
ment is  greater  than  individuals,  and  will 
continue  to  that  end.  We  require  tlie  sup- 
port of  co-operntors  n'ho  believe  that  co- 
operation will  bring  about  a brighter  day 
for  democracy.  We  look  forward  to  the 
future  with  every  assurance  of  the  ultimate 
triumph  of  our  great  principles.” 
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INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 

A MOVE-UP  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

BANKING,  HOUSE  BUILDING,  AND  SENATORS. 


THE  WORLD  of  LITERATURE. 


The  Third  Co-operative  Congress,  held  in 
Chicago,  October  26th  to  28th,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Co-operative  League  of 
America,  brought  together  some  seventy  dele- 
gates from  a total  of  289  consumers’  societies, 
with  a membership  of  82,000,  mainly  concen- 
trated in  the  central  west.  Dr.  James  P. 
Worbasse,  of  the  Central  Committee  of  tho 
International  Co-operative  Alliance,  presided. 

Banking  and  Industrial  Control. 

Mr.  Warren  S.  Stone  made  the  significant 
announcement  that  within  ninety  days  a 
co-operative  bank  would  be  established  for 
the  first  time  in  New  York  City.  “ We  arc 
going  down  in  among  the  powers  tliatbo  and 
we  are  going  to  play  the  game  with  them,” 
said  Mr.  Stone.  He  further  advocated  the 
control  of  credit  by'  workers  and  farmers, 
through  the  organisation  of  co-operative 
banks,  which  would  enablo  the  people  to 
finance  and  ultimately  secure  control  of  the 
basic  industries  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Walter  F.  M'Caleb,  the  manager  of  the 
Brotherhood  Co-operative  Bank,  and  an  inter- 
national authority  on  co-operative  banking, 
reported  that  the  locomotive  engineers  had 
secured  a national  banking  charter,  and  had 
opened  their  bank  in  November,  1920,  with 
resources  of  §650,000.  Within  two  year’s, 
the  resources  had  grown  to  $19,000,000.  This 
bank,  it  was  reported,  pays  a higher  interest 
rate  to  depositors  than  any  other  of  the  banks 
of  Cleveland. 

Housing,  Milk,  and  Health. 

Tho  report  on  co-operative  home-building, 
by  Mayor  Daniel  W.  Hoan,  of  Milwaukee, 
struck  a new  note  of  co-operative  achieve- 
ment, demonstrating  that  co-operative  owner- 
ship, erection,  and  ownership  'of  healthful 
homes  for  the  people  is  possible  without  private 
profit.  The  “ Milwaukee  plan  ” has  already 
succeeded  in  building  ninety  beautiful  homes 
at  40  per  cent,  less  than  the  prices  of  private- 
profit  contractors. 

Experts  delivered  instructive  talks  on 
various  kinds  of  co-operativo  enterprises — 
stores,  restaurants,  housing,  dairies,  &c. 

• Miss  Mary  E.  Arnold,  the  manager  of  “ Our 
Co-operative  Cafeteria,”  reported  that  this 
cafeteria,  witji  a membership  of  1,000,  mostly 
women  is  conducting  three  branches  in  New 
York  City,  one  in  the  heart  of  the  financial 
district,  with  a turnover  of  $800,000  a year. 

Mr.  Ed.  Solem,  manager  of  the  Franklin 
Co-operative  Creamery  of  Minneapolis,  told 
the-  thrilling  story  of  how  the  locked-out 
milk  drivers  of  Minneapolis  had  helped  to 
organise  a co  operative  dairy  now  owned  and 
contr  lied  by  6,000  consumers.  Within  a 
year-and-a-half,  this  daily  had  grown  to  a 
business  supplying  $1,500,000  worth  of  dairy 
products  annually.  The  price  of  milk  was 
cut  from  thirteen  to  ten  cents  a quart,  and  the 
quality  of  milk  was  improved  to  such  an 
extent  that,  according  to  the  Health  Com- 
missioner of  Minneapolis,'  deaths  from  typhoid 
were  practically  wiped  out,  and  infant  mortality 
considerably  lowered. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Lansdon,  national  organiser  of 
the  Farmers’  Co-operative  and  Educational 
Union  of  America,  told  how  the  farmers  of 
the  country  are  now  marketing  five  billion 
dollars’  worth  of  their  products  through  their 
own  organisations,  eliminating  the  “ men  in 
No-Man’s  Land  ” — the  middlemen  who  had 
formerly  exploited  the  farmers.  In  addition 
to  co-operative  marketing,  the  farmers  are 
supplying  themselves  with  far  in  excess  of 
§100,000,000  worth  of  farm  machinery, 
clothing,  and  other  necessities. 

A significant  action  of  the  Congress  was  the 
adoption  of  a resolution  calling  on  the  execu- 
tives of  the  Co-operative  League  to  make  all 
possible  efforts  to  bring  societies  into  a common 
union,  many  of  which  are  already  united  in  the 
AH-American  Co-operative  Commission,  which 
i®  doing  an  important  work  in  promoting  and 
co-ordinating  the  co-operative  efforts  of 
producers  and  consumers. 

Co-operators  to  Congress. 

The  recent  elections  in  the  United  States 
resulted  in  several  co-operators  being  sent  to 
power— Smith  W.  Brookhart,  the  champion 
of  farmers  and  workers  of  Iowa,  goes  to  the 
Senate  to  aid  co-operatore  in  legislation  against 
profiteers  ; Dr.  Hendrik  Shipstead,  of  Minne- 
sota, will  also  represent  the  interests  of  farmer 
and  labour  co-operators  in  tho  Senate ; 
Nebraska  co-operators  have  elected  R.  B. 
Howell,  and  North  Dakota  co-operators  have 
selected  former  Governor  Lynn  J.  Frazier 


to  carry  tho  cause  of  co-operation  and  eco- 
nomic justice  into  the  United  States  Senate. 
William  F.  Sweet,  a most  able  exponent  of 
co-operation,  has  been  chosen  by  the  people 
of  Colorado  as  their  new  governor.  Co- 
operators  in  Oklahoma  arc  also  rejoicing  in 
the  overwhelming  victory  of  their  candidate, 
Hon.  J.  O'.  Walton,  as  chief  executive  of  that 
State.  t 

THE  JAPANESE  MOVEMENT. 

A meeting  of  co-operative  societies  was 
recently  held  in  Tokio.  when  12,000  delegates, 
represent  ing 2, 850,000 co  - operators  were  present. 
A report  shows  there  arc  18,770  co-operative 
societies  in  Japan,  grouped  in  178  district 
federations.  Most  of  these  are  of  peasants 
and  workers,  and  consist  of  banks  or 
credit  unions  which  mobilise  the  funds  of  the 
people  under  tlieir  own  control  for  their  use  in 
co-operative  productive  enterprises  as  well  as 
consumers’  stores. 


THE  EVOLUTION  OF 
SOCIETY. 

Tras  book*  gives  an  outline  of  the  evolution 
of  society  as  conceived  by  Professor  Maciver, 
and  contains  the  kernel  of  his  contribution 
to  social  science. 

The  author’s  view  is  that  society  is  co- 
extensive with  life,  and  that  co-operation 
is  the  life  of  society.  The  clear  way  in  which 
he  defines  his  terms  is  a boon  to  students ; 
his  distinction  between  “ community  ” and 
“ State,”  and  his  definitions  of  “ association,” 
“ institution,”  “ sociality,”  and  the  like, 
moke  for  clear  thinking  in  a field  where  con- 
fusion has  been  rife  owing  to  the  loose  use  of 
words. 

Professor  Maciver  tries  to  show  the  con- 
ditions necessary  to  social  progress,  and  to 
trace,  amid  the  welter  of  change  and  clash  of 
interests  throughout  the  ages,  some  general 
principles  underlying  the  evolution  of  civilisa- 
tion. In  this  tracking  down  cf  tendencies 

• " Tlie  Elements  of  Social  Science,”  by  R.  M.  Maciver. 

Methuen.  W.E.A.  cheap  edition,  obtainable  by  co- 

operators,  fls. 


ho  passes  almost  insensibly  from  what  is 
what  might  be,  and  here  wo  find  revealed  hL° 
large  humanity,  and  a wide  vision  which 
refuses  to  admit  that-  social  welfare  can  bo 
enhanced  by  any  policy  which  benefits  one 
class  at  the  cost  of  a lowered  standard  for 
other  classes.  His  view  is  that  equality  0f 
opportunity  is  a fundamental  condition  of 
social  progress,  and  that  “Equalisation  0f 
opportunity  means  more  than  the  removal 
of  arbitrary  barriers ; it  means  the  free  and 
thorough  provision  of  the  completed  education 
the  community  can  possibly  bestow  on  all 
its  members.”  He  suggests  that  an  uneducated 
people  cannot  form  a true  democracy,  since  its 
citizens  will  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  demagogue. 
“ Education  alone  can  counter  pvopagandism.” 

One  of  the  most  challenging  features  of 
Professor  Maciver’s  work  is  liis  treatment  of 
the  relationship  between  society  and  tho 
individual.  For  him  there  is  no  community 
apart  from  individuals,  just  as  there  arc  no 
individuals  apart  from  a community.  He 
rejects  the  notion  that  society  is  an  “or- 
ganism ” or  an  entity  having  a mysterious 
life  and  purpose  of  its  own  apart  from  thoso 
of  its  individual  members. 

Professor  Maciver  suggests  high  social  ideals 
for  us  to  strive  for,  and  shows  their  reason- 
ableness ; hut  the  obstacles  to  the  attainment 
of  those  ideals  are  not  all  on  the  surface,  and 
it  is  part  of  the  task  of  the  social  psychologist 
to  explain  the  operation  of  subconscious  pre- 
judices, fears,  and  antagonisms,  which  cannot 
be  removed  until  they  are  made  conscious. 
One  great  social  need  is. for  a better  under- 
standing of  these  forces,  for  this  is  a necessary 
step  towards  the  goal  of  conscious  co-operation 
between  all  classes  and  nations  for  the  general 
welfare  of  society.  Viator. 


MARGOT— HER  BOOK. 

Probably  the  price  of  the  second  hook  of 
Mrs.  Asquith’s  Autobiography  (Thornton 
Buttenvorth,  25s.)  is  fatal  to  its  popularity 
among  the  working  classes.  In  one  respect 
that  is  to  he  regretted,  although  the  reviewers 
have  given  extracts  sufficiently  copious,  and 
the  “Sunday  Times’'  has  published  instal- 
ments sufficiently  lengthy  week  by  wc>  k for 
some  time  to  enable  a good  many  to  Rad  for 
themselves  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the 
Autobiography.  It  would  be  a good  thing  if 
more  were  able  to  read  the  book  in  it?  com- 
plete form.  It  would  let  them  understand  tho 
amount  of  intriguing  and  wirepulling  that  goes 
on  in  political  life  and  in  Ministerial  circles. 

Mrs.  Asquith  gossips  a good  deal  in  her, 
Autobiography — gossips  so  much  that  one 
gentleman  has  written  to  the  press  to  say  that 
an  account  she  gives  of  a conversation  she  had 
With  him  was  not  true.  Her  book  deals  with 
many  piquant  political  situations ; and  a new 
terror  for  the  politicians,  as  well  as  for  the 
private  persons  who  move  in  Society  circles, 
is  furnished  by  the  proof  she  affords  that 
casual  conversations  engaged  in  at  the  table 
of  a mutual  host  or  hostess  may  sometimes  be 
disclosed  to  the  curious  public  with  or  without 
consent  or  warning.  In  a number  of  incidents 
she  makes  admissions  that  are  tantamount 
to  confessions,  and  the  plain  interpretation  of 
so  many  of  these  passages  is  that  even  before 
women  were  enfranchised  the  wife  of  the  Prime 
Minister  was  one  of  the  most  intriguing  poli- 
ticians in  London.  The  passages  which  repre- 
sent her  as  “ taking  a hand  ” in  the  political 
game  arc  so  many  examples  of  her  undesirable 
interference  in  Ministerial  affairs. 


BRIEF  REVIEWS. 

William  Le  Qtjeux  is  more  likely  to  dis- 
appoint than  please  his  numerous  following 
with  ‘5  The  Young  Archduchess  ” (Ward,  Lock 
and  Co.,  price  7s.).  His  trumpeter  says  he 
handles  his  latest  theme  with  “ all  his  accus- 
tomed vigour  and  competency.”  We  very 
much  doubt  it.  Some  of  the  characters,  bad 
they  not  taken  poison,  or  suffered  from  in- 
curable maladies,  or  been  accidentally  killed, 
would  surely  have  died  from  sheer  weakness. 
Colonel  Ashdown,  the  central  figure  in  the 
author's  usnal  murder’  mystery,  is  by  far 
strongest  and  most  attractive,  but  how  bo 
could  expect  to  introduce  an  unknown  stranger 
— the  young  arohduchess — into  the  housebo 
without  causing  troublo  in  tho  family  an 
creating  suspicion  in  tho  minds  of  neighbours 
is  something  whioh  cannot  bo  squared  'rl 
reason.  It  is  all  vory  well  promising. ft  dying 
friend  to  look  after  his  daughter  and  keep 
parentage  a scoret,  but  a man  with  much  - 
wisdom  than  Solomon  would  take  jolly  g 

care  that  it  did  not  lwd  to  the  estrangemen 

his  wife. 


Give  Children  more  Milk  Dishes 


/CHILDREN’S  specialists  are  insisting  more  and  more  that  the 
diet  of  children  must  include  a generous  amount  of  milk. 

Normally,  the  growing  child  should  have  one  quart  of  milk 
a day,  either  in  fluid  form  or  in  dishes  that  are  made  with 
milk  as  the  chief  ingredient. 

Milk  is  the  one  food  that  contains  all  the  elements  needed  for 
the  health  and  growth  of  the  child.  It  is  the  most  per- 
fectly balanced  of  foods.  It  contains  : — 

Lactose — or  sugar  cj  milk — gives  energy. 

Butter  fat— gives  heat. 

Casein  and  albumen— jeed.  the  muscles  of  the  body. 
Mineral  /natter— salts— build  up  the  blood,  the 
nervous  system,  and  form  bone. 

Comparing  the  food  value  of  milk  with  that  of  any  other  food, 
milk  is  cheap  at  almost  any  price. 

And  have  you  ever  stopped  to  consider  the  infinite  variety  of  good 
wholesome  dishes  you  can  make  with  milk — not  only  Milk  Puddings, 
but  Cream  Soups,  Cream  Vegetables,  Sauces,  and  delicious  Cakes, 
Pastries  and  Sweets,  which  all  children  love? 

Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk,  a fine  pure  milk  to  begin  with,  is  so 
perfectly  sterilised  that  it  keeps  pure  and  wholesome  indefinitely. 
The  process  of  evaporation  more  than  doubles  the  food  value  of 
Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk,  because  it  removes  more  than  half  the 
• natural  moisture  but  leaves  all  the  valuable  solids. 

Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk  is  not  only  high  in  butter  fat  but  is  also 
high  in  proteins,  in  carbohydrates,  and  body-building  minerals. 

Next  time  you  are  ordering  from  your  grocer,  be  sure  to  ask  for 
two  or  three  tins  of  Libby’s  Evaporated  Milk. 

/ 

Let  your  grocer  be  your  milkman. 

For  a variety  of  delicious  recipes  made  with 
milk  send  for  Libby’s  Free  Cookery  Booklet, 

"Finer  Flavoured  Milk  Dishes.” 

Libby,  McNeill  & Libby,  Ltd. 

(Dept.  B),  London,  E.C.  3. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


v 0.  GREENING  SPECIAL 
FUND. 


£279  ALREADY  RECEIVED. 


Tiik  Cooperative  Union,  in  resupiise  to  it* 
jpetinl  appeal  on  behalf  ot  Jlr.  E.O.  Green- 


j,i.r,  lists  received  the  following  subscriptions 
fruin  societies  and  individuals: — 


17!  I-.;  Annnela  min,  £1  is.;  Aslilord,  £1  Is.; 
AsliiiiRion  Industrial,  £2  2s.;  Aspatria,  £2  2s. 
a>r“  .r.l  t £1  Is-;  Barnsley.  £10  1Q-. ; Bam 

and  Distriot  New.  £1  Is.;  Barrhead,  £2  2s.; 

_ i . OO  O.  - n,«#lfnrjl  Cl  1.-  - CO  O.  • Mil... 


Radi  V.  £2  2 Bedford.  £1  Is.;  Belfast,  £2  2*.:  Bin*- 
lfi.  il;  Birmingham  Printers,  £5  5s.;  Birslall,  £2; 
n;.ii,iii  Auckland,  £1  Is.;  Blackburn  Amalgamated,  £3 
Hinckley  £1  Is.;  Bolton,  £5  5s.;  Brechin  United, 
£2  2-.:  Brighton,  £1  Is.;  Brymbo,  £1  Is.;  Buck  fast - 
fcliti,  £2  2y. ; Burbage-  £1  Is.;'  Burton-on -Trent,  £2  2s.; 
JJult  Lane,  10s.  6d. 

Caer.iu  and  Maestegr,  £1  Is.;  Carnforth,  £2;  Cheshntn 
»nd  Wycnnbe,  £1  Is.;  Chesterfield,  £3  3s.;  Chorley, 
£1  1-  ; Clayton,  £1:  Colchester,  £2  2s.;  Co-operative 
Pennaiicnt  Building.  £2  2s.;  Co-operative  Printing,  £5 
5s.;  Crawley  and  Ificld,  £1;  Crompton  Boot  Manu- 
ftctnrcrs,  £1  1>.:  Crosland  Moor,  £1  Is. 

Hertford,  £2  2». ; Denton  and  Haughton.  10s.  6(1. ; 
jjerbv.  £5;  Derby  Printers,  10>.  6d. ; Des  boro  Ugh,  £1 
Is.;  Dewsbury  Laundry,  10s.  6d.;  Drovlsden,  £1  Is. 
Ellesmere  and  District,  £1  Is.;  Enderby.  £2  2s. 
Fail '"‘Orth.  £5;  Furnworth  and  Kearsley,  £3  3>.; 
favershnni,  £2  2s.;  Pinedon,  £1  Is.;  Folkestone,  £5 
ji. ; Frome,  £1  Is. 

C 'I-Ijs.  10<-  6d.;  Galashiels.  £2  2s.;  Gloucester.  £10: 
Great  Grimsby,  £1  Is.;  Guiseley,  £2  2s.;  " G.  S.” 
AVlllesden),  10s. 

Halesowen  and  llasbury,  10s.  6d. ; Hftlstead.  £1  Is.; 
Hislingden.  £2  2s.;  Highuin  Ferrers,  £1  Is.;  Highani 
Boot  and  Shoe.  £2  2s.;  Higher  Horst,  10s.  6d. ; llindley, 
£2  2s.;  Ilonley,  £1  Is.;  llorlmry.  £1. 

Ironbridge  and  Coalbnaokdole.  10s.  6d. 

Kelicring.  £1  Is.;  Kettering  Corset,  £2  2>  ; Kidder- 
fiiinslT.  £1  Is.:  Killamarsh,  IQs.;  Kilmarnock,  £2  2s.; 
Kins’-  I.vnn,  £1  Is.;  Kirkbv-in-Ashfield,  £1  7>.  6d. 

Leed'.  £3  2s.;  Lewes,  £2  2-.:  Ley  land  mid  Farrington, 
£1  1-  Liiileborougli.  £1  Is.:  Lowestoft,  £2  2«. 

Macclesfield,  £1  Is.;  Malion  and  Norton,  10s.  6d. ; 
Ifarcliester  and  Salford,  £5  5s.;  Mansfield  and  Sutton, 
£3  3s.;  Man-port,  £2  2s.;  M'lnues,  D.,  £2  2s.;  Morlev, 
£1  Is 

New  Swindon,  £2  2s.;  Northallerton,  £1  Is.;  Norlli- 
amptoiisliire  Productive, ’£2  2s.;  Ncitli  Shields,  £1  Is.; 
Norwich,  £3  3s. 

Oldlun.  Equitable,  £1  1 = .;  Oxford,  £3  3- 


£1  1-  : Penrith,  £1:  Poynton  and  Worth,  1C-.  6d. 

Raddiffa  and  Pilkington,  £1  Is.;  Rounds  Distribu- 
tive, 10s.  6d.;  Reigate.  £1  Is.:  Rettord,  £1  Is.;  Riplev. 
£2  2-.;  Rochester,  £2  2s.;  Rugeley,  £1  Is.;  Runcorn 
and  Widnes,  £2  2s. 

Si.  Austell,  £1  Is.;  Saflnm  Walden,  £1  Is.;  Salisbury, 
£5  5-  : Sandbach,  £1  Is.;  Scottish  Cooperative  Laundry, 
£2;  Scunthorpe.  £1  Is.;  Selkirk,  £2  2'.;  Silwlen,  £1 
Is.;  Siwerbv  Bridge.  £2  2s.;  Stanton  Hill,  £1  Is.; 
Stank-ford  and  Sandiaere,  £1  Is.;  Stowmorket,  £1; 
Swalwell,  £1  Is.:  Swansea,  10s.  6d. 

Taunton,  £1;  Ten  Acres  and  Stirchley.  £5:  Tibshelf, 
£1  Is. ; Todmorden  (Bridge  End),  £1  Is. ; Tow  Law! 
£1  1 Tyne  Dock.  £1  Is. 

Walkden.  £2  2s.;  Warrirgton.  £2  2s.:  Welling- 

borough Industrial.  £5  5s.;  Welshpool,  £1  Is.:  West 
faldor,  £5  5s.;  Weslboughton  United,  £1  Is.;  Wollaston. 
£1  1 : Windhill,  £3  3s.;  Wolverton,  £1  Is.;  Worcester, 
£2  10s. : Wrexham.  £1  Is. 

Yeovil,  £1  Is.;  York,  £1  Is.;  Ynvsvbwl,  £2  2s. 
Jolal,  £279  2s.  6a.  * ‘ 


CONGRATULATIONS. 


PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE  MEETS. 


At  n meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee. in  London  on  Tuesday,  it  was  un- 
animously resolved  tfo  offer  the  heartiest 
congratulations  to  Mr.  Alexander  (the  secre- 
tary) and  three  other  Co-ouerativo  members 
who  have  been  returned  to  Parliament.  A 
communication  was  received  frem  the  Co- 
operative Party  Executive  with  regard  to 
the  future  policy,  and  this  was  referred  to 
ft  special  sub-committee  for  consideration. 

A large  number  of  other  matters  were 
dealt  with,  including  orders  governing  the 
opening  of  shops,  investments  of  clubs  in  co- 
operative societies,  Milk  and  Dairies 
'Amendment  Act.  Sale  of  Bread  Bill,  the  ap- 
pointment of  public  auditors.  &c. 

It  was  unanimously  decided  to  place  on 
record  a sincere  expression  of  regret  at  the 
defeat  of  Mr.  Waterson,  and  to  acknowledge 
the  -'plendid  services  which  lie  has  render'd 
to  the  movement  during  his  four  years  in. 
Parliament  as  Co-operative  Member  for 
Kettering. 


IN  THE  HOUSE. 


NEW  CO-OPERATIVE  MEMBERS 
AT  WORK. 


The  four  Co-operative  members  have  been 
in  constant  attendance  in  the  House  of 
Commons  since  the  opening.  There  have 
wen  many  callers  in  the  outer  lobby  desirous 
of  offering  personal  congratulations  to  the 
Ie'y  niembers,  who  have  also  been  the 
recipients  of  numerous  letters  both  from 
Pieties  and  individuals.  The  Co-operative 
Members  sit  on  the  second  bench  on  the 
wppositicn  side. 

Die  Co-ojjerative  members,  as  already  an- 
nounced, have  formed  their  own  group,  and 
“Ir-  A.  V.  Alexander  has  been  appointed 
‘ whip.”  -'flip  party  will  also  accept  the 
■Labour  Party whips.” 

At  question  time,  on  Tuesday,  when  the 


l»roi 


With  the  subject  of  prices  for  agricultural 


, place  as  between  producer  and  consumer. 


Alexander  was  able  to  get  in  a useful 
supplementary  query  in  favour  of  consumers’ 
Organisations  being  represented  on  any 
^ihmittee  appointed  to  deal  with  the 
Question. 


ilARAl'ERy.-YOUNG  LADY  Wanted  ns  FIRST 
HAND.— State  age,  Wages,  and  references,  Co- 
Society,  Andover. 

'PHTTRnBOROUGH  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LTD. 
Require  tbc  services  ot  a smart,  energetic  MAN 
charge  of  the  Drapery  Branch  at  Murcli;  age 


uju-  Drapery  ..._ 

Z~‘  must  have  knowledge  of  gents'  outfitting.— State 
,Py  wa(ten,  and  expedience,  not  later  than  Tuesday, 
o“*nilicr  5th,  to  Drapery  Committee,  Co-operative 
iely>  Park-rotd,  Peterborough. 


CO-OPERATORS  IN  PARLIAMENT. 


0 


I 

& 


Mu.  Nkil  Maclean.  Mb.  It.  J.  Wilson.  Mu.  R.  Murray.  Mii.  D.  Willia: 


Mr.  N.  Maclean  (Glasgow)  and  Mr.  D. 
Williams  (Swansea)  are  members  of  the 


Sunderland  Society,  and  Mr.  R.  Murray 
(Glasgow)  was,  until  liis  election  to  Parlia- 


■ ■ ' v— " O ■ uib  | v"  i Him,  until  uia  eiecuuu  tu  .runiu- 

Central  Board  of  the  Co-operntive  Union.  ment,  joint  editor  of  the  “ Scottish  Co- 
Mr.  R.  J.  Wilson  is  the  president  of  the  j operator.” 


TESTING  NEW  C.W.S. 

MOTOR  CYCLE. 


TRIAL  SPIN'  ON  DERBYSHIRE  HILLS. 


The  enterprise  of  the  C.W.S.  motor  cycle 
works  at  Tyseley  (Birmingham)  is  once 
more  revealed  in  n pedal-assisted  motor 
cycle,  which  it  will  have  ready  for  the  1923 
season. 


The  cycle  was  put  to  tli?  test  on  the  Derby- 
shire hills  at  Cliapel-en-le-Frith,  on  Tuesday, 
November  21st,  in  the  presence  of  some  fifty 
representatives  of  societies  in  and  around 
Manchester  interested  in  the  '•■ale  of  these 
cycles,  and  it  came  through  the  stiff  ordeal 
with  flying  colours.  The  gradient  on  several 
stretches  of  the  rough  roads  traversed  was 
ns  much  as  one  in  five.  So  well  pleased  were 
the  onlookers  with  the  performance  that 
nearly  all  the  societies  represented!  placed 
an  Older  for  cue  of  tlie  cycles.  Tt  was 


generally  agreed  that  there  was  nothing 
better  on  the  market  at  tli?  price,  which 


had  been  provisionally  fixed  at  twenty-five 
guineas  retail. 

What  tlie  works  had  in  mind  in  introduc- 
ing this  new  cycle  was  to  fill  in. the  gap  be- 
tween a pedal  cycle  and  a motor  cycle,  and 
there  is  every  reason  for  believing  that  they 
have  succeeded.  Certainly  wlicin  one 
remembers  the  price  of  an  ordinary  decent 
” pusli  bike,”  and  take  into  account  the 
advantages  of  a motc.r  cycle,  one  must  admit 
that  the  C.W.S.  has  done  extremely  well  in 
putting  the  latest  machine  on  the  market  at 
twenty-five  guineas.  The  engine  is  a two- 
stroke  Viliers. 

Mr.  T.  Grey  (manager  of  the  cycle  works 
at  Tyseley)  was  in  charge  of  tin*  proceed- 
ings at  Chapel-en-le-Fiitb.  Following  tlie 
trial  spin  the  company  were  entertained  to 
tea  at  a local  hostelry  by  the  C.W.S.,  whose 
hospitality  was  acknowledged  bv  Messrs. 
Mustoe  (Birmingham)  and  Hinchcliffe 
(Pendleton).  Mr.  T.  R.  Allen  (head  of  the 
general  furnishing  department  at  Balloon- 
street)  replied  on  behalf  of  the  C.W.S. 


MAIL  ORDER  TRADE. 


C.W.S.  CONSIDERING  THE  QUESTION. 


Mb.  W.  Bradshaw  (C.W.S.  director), 
speaking  at  the  Lincoln  District  Conference 
on  Saturday,  November  18th,  said  the 
C.W.S.  directors  were  considering  the  mail 
order  trade.  He  also  stated,  in  reference  to 
national  advertising  of  goods  sold  at  fixed 
prices,  that  this  had  increased  trade  at  one 
factory  to  such  an  extent  that  tlie  workers, 
instead  of^vorking  a third  of  their  time,  had 
gone  on  full  time  and  even  overtime. 


THE  “FLAGGERS”  AGAIN. 


WHAT  SOCIETIES  MIGHT  DO. 


Mr.  G.  Hayhurst  (C.W.S.  director), 
appealing  for  greater  loyalty  to  the  Whole- 
sale Society  at  the  North-East  Lancashire 
District  conference,  on  Saturday,  said  if 
they  went  to  Manchester  they  would  see 
representatives  of  private  traders  waiting 
for  their  managers  almost  on  the  steps  of 
Balloon-street.  He  asked  them  to  pass 
resolutions  that  they  would  not  acknow- 
ledge orders  taken  in  the  streets. 


ESSAY  COMPETITION. 


This  year’s  subject  for  the  annual  prize 
essay  scheme  organised  by  the  educatfon 
department  of  the  Co-operative  Union  is 
The  Place  of  the  Co-operative  Movement 
in  the  Sphere  of  Adult  Education.”  Essays 
may  be  submitted  by  past  end  present  mem- 
bers of  co-operative  classes,  members  of  the 
C'o-c  pern  tors’  Educational  Fellowship,  or 
holders  of  certificates  in  any  stage  of  any 
subject  taught  under  the  Co-operative  Union. 
Two  “Co-operative  Summer  School” 
scholarships  of  the  value  of  £3  10s.  and  £2 
10s.  respectively  will  be  awarded  the  two 
students  whose  essays  are  adjudged  the 
test.  Entry  forms  and  further  particulars 
may  be  obtained  frem  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood,  Co- 
operative Uniou,  Hanover-st.,  Manchester. 


SOCIETIES  AND  DENTISTS. 


The  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Co- 
operative Congress  have  had  an  interview 
with  tlie  Dental  Board  of  the  United  King- 
dom with  reference  to  co-operative  societies 
and  dental  treatment  for  their  members. 
As  a result  of  tfre  interview  it  has  been 
decided  to  hold  a conference  between  repre- 
sentatives of  the  British  Dental  Association, 
the  Incorporated  Dental'  Society,  and  the 
National  Dental  Association  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Parliamentary  Committee. 

It  has  been  found  impossible  to  arrange 
this  conference  prior  to  November  30t(n, 
the  date  when  the  particular  section  of  the 
Act  comes  into  operation,  but  it  is  under- 
stood that  all  existing  arrangements 
between  dentists  and  co-operative  societies 
will  bo  allowed  to  be  continued  without 
question  until  the  result  of  the  new  con- 
ference is  published. 


BIG  FIRE  IN  THE  NORTH. 


Photo:  " Illiiatrotod  Chronlclo,"  Sowcaatlo. 


This  picture  shows  all  that  was  left  of  the 
cast  wing  of  the  fine  block  of  branch  premises 
of  Bishop  Auckland  Society  at  Spcnnymoor, 
which  were  destroyed  by  fire  last  week.  The 
premises  were  built  fifty  years  ago.  The 
damage  is  estimated  at  between  £30,000  and 
£40,000,  a portion  of  which  loss  falls  upon  the 
Co-operative  Insurance  Society. 

Bishop  Auckland  Society  has  two  other 
branches  at  Spennymoor,  and  within  a radius 
of  two  miles  there  are  two  more  branches. 
Members  attached  to  the  branch  that  bos 


been  destroyed  are  being  served  through  the 
neighbouring  branch  shops,  and  the  general 
manager  (Mi1.  Watson)  reports  tfiat  the 
emergency  arrangements  are  working  without 
a hitch.  “ The  employees  at  the  other 
brandies,”  ho  says,  “nave  risen  to  the  occa- 
sion splendidly  and  are  doing  yeoman  service.” 
On  Saturday  of  this  week  tne  society  is  taking 
possession  of  the  largo  billiard  saloon  at 
Spennymoor  belonging  to  Willie  Smith,  the 
buliara  champion,  apd  this  hall  will  be  fitted 
for  uso  as.  a temporary  branch.  The  billiard 
' een  booked 


saloon  has  been  1 


1 for  one  year. 


C.W.S.  AND  COAL  MINES. 


[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 


kiR, — -According  to  a paragraph  in  last 
"i^k  s issue  of  the  “ Co-operative  News.” 
the  C.M  .S.  directors  are  ooiisideliug  the 
purchase  of  further  mining  property,  cost- 
ing approximately  two-and-a-quarter  mil- 
lioiisof  money.  Do  the  directors  realise  (a) 
tins  industry  is  in  the  midst  of  a demand  for 
nationalisation  by  the  workers  concerned  in 
tlie  industry,  and  (b)  tliat  even  with  this 
huge  financial  commitment,  the  majority 
of  co-operators  will  be  geographically  out- 
side 'tlie  economic  circle  of  delivery 
Even  if  this  were  not  so,  it  realij"  appears 
undesirable  to  even  contemplate  the  pur- 
chase in  the  Tiresent.  r-lmntir.  ... 


. '.m,  i <yii template  tne  pur- 

chase in  the  present  chaotic  state  of  the  in- 
dustry. What  about  our  present  colliery 
(Shilbottle  in  Northumberland).  A few 


, ...  iiti  taiuii ucl  litiiU/.  a lew 
quarterly  meeting  details  would  be  accept- 
able, such  for  instance  as: — (a)  Our  total 
commitments  there;  (b)  the  present,  and 
when  Bisw  shaft  is  ready,  daily  tonnage  pro- 
duction, and  (c)  the  radius  covered  by  the 
sale  thereof.  The  replies  will  prove 
illuminating. 

. I contend  the  time  of  tlie  directors  can  be 
infinitely  better  employed  in  a united  effort 
to  increase  the  output  of  our  productive 
factories  to  capacity,  as  until  this  is  so.  our 
present  io\er-capitalisation,  with  its  natural 
corollary  abnormal  overhead  charges,  is  a 
serious  handicap  to  the  sale  of  our  produc- 
tions. This  admittedly  large  problem 
should  he  cleared  away  before  %we  tackle 
greater  problems. 

I sincerely  hope  the  consideration  of  these 
and  many  other  arguments  that  could  be 
adduced  will  decide  the  director^  to  affirm 
” The  time  for  the  purchase  is  not  oppor- 
tune.”  If,  however,  tlie  directors  persist  in 
advocating  this  purchase,  I trust  in  the 
interest  of  the  movement’s  future  financial 
welfare.  the  quarterly  meetings  will 
definitely  decide  in  the  negative. — Yours, 

J.  R.  H.  Laidleii. 

Stafford,  November  28th. 


THE  BUSINESS 

CONFERENCE. 


A “CYNIC”  COMPLAINS. 


Relevant  to  the  trade  campaign,  a 
co-operator  who  signs  himself  '‘Cynic” 
writes  with  special  reference  to  the  recent 
Trades  and  Business  Conferences.  In  the 
course  of  liis  communication  lie  says : 


“ Mav  I suggest  that  it  is  not  good  business 
to  take,  say,  600  persons  away  from  their 


business  for  one  or  more  days  to  attend  a 
conference  organised  by  a non-trading  body 
to  hear  a paper  read  by  a gentleman  who 
is  not  in  commerce. 

“ Doubtless,  from  a literary  standpoint' 
the  paper  was  an  excellent  one  and  the 
writer  deserves  every  praise  for  it,  but  the 
points  dealt  with  are  those  that  confront 
business  men  in  every  walk  of  life,  agd  the 
remedies  named  are  few  and  elementary. 

” On  the  matter  of  expenses  it  was  laid 
down  that  ‘ it  cannot  be  too  frequently 
insisted  that  if  we  are  to  meet  present-day 
competition  expenses  must  be  kept  down,’ 
and  yet,  forsooth,  the’  writer  of  the  paper 
suggests  that  a co-operative  college  will 
help  us,  and  pleads  for  a greater  willingness 
on  the  part  of  societies  to  finance  it  so  as 


t6  grant  scholarships  to  their  promising 
” ’ ” this  would 


young  men.  Does  he  realise  that 
only  be  adding  another  burden  to  the 
already  heavy  expense  that  co-operative 
societies  have  to  bear  for  matters  outside 
of  their  ordinary  business,  none  of  which 
their  competitors  have  to  face? 

“A  college  would  cost  a heavy  initial 
expense  and,  once  started,  a serious  annual 
outlay,  all  of  which  would  have  to  be 
charged  for  on  the  goods  passing  over  the 
counter.  Would  this  help  to  meet  present- 
day  competition?  I have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  tlie  cost  of  the  business  con- 
ferences, but  one  way  and  another  an  ex- 
penditure of  thousands  of  pounds  is  being 
eaten  up,  besides  tlie  serious  loss  of  time 
of  those  attending  them,  and  tide  will  have 
to  be  met  by  the  movement  in  general.  Is 
this  one  way  of  keeping  down  and  control- 
ling expenses?  Is  it  good  'business?” 


L.  J.  Vere  (London)  writes: — “In  ac 
article  in  last  week’s  ‘News’  I read: 

‘ People  stay  outside  our  societies  berause 
they  do  not  know  wlint  they  stand  for.’  It 
is  up  to  the  C.W.S.  to  wake  up  and  let  them 
know.  In  my  opinion  those  in  charge  of 
the  Publicity  Department  of  the  C.W.S. 
require  just  a little  ginger.  I can  give  one 
glaring  instance  cf  neglect  to  seize  a real 
opportunity  of  bringing  before  the  public 
what  the  initials  1 C.W.S.’  Tenlly  stand  for, 
and  that  is  the  total  absence  of  any  sort  of 
advertisement  whatever  on  the  motor 
lorries  owned  by  the  Co-operative  Whole- 


sale Society  which  one  sees  passing  daily 
through  the  crowded  streets  of  London. 


Why  should  they  Hot  display  wlint  tho 
C.W.S.  are  out’  for?  Tlie  outside  firms 
make  big  use  of  their  lorries  and  vans  to 
let  the  public  know  what  they  are  out  for. 
There  should  be  painted  in  big  bold  type  on 
every  lorry  belonging  to  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  the  motto  of  our  move- 
ment, ‘ All  for  each,  and  each  for  all.’  ” 


Secretaries  of  co-operative  camera  dubs 
will  oblige  if  they  will  send  copies  of  their 
rules  and  of  tne  year’s  syllabus  to  the 


Editor,  ” Co-operative  News,”  Long  Mill- 
gnto,  Manchester. 


; 
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SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 

Under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Enfield 
Trades  and  Labour  Council  and  the  Enfield 
Highway  Society’s  educational  committee, 
the  first  of  a series  of  lectures  on  “Industrial 
History  ” was  delivered  in  the  Trades 
Council  Rooms,  Enfield,  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, last  week.  Mr.  1).  Mason  (educational 
secretary  of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society) 
was  the  lecturer,  and  there  was  a crowded 
attendance.  Mr.  Mason  touched  on  the 
various  conceptions  of  history — realistic, 
deistic,  the  great  men  theory,  and  the 
materialistic,  and  finally  sketched  the 
groundwork  for  an  understanding  of  indus- 
trial history.  The  lecture  was  listened  to 
with  rapt  attention.  In  future  the  lectures 
will  be  given  in  the  Waldron  Hall  (near 
G.E.R.  Station). 

Mr.  F.  Myhill  (a  member  of  the  London 
Society’s  general  committee)  will  address 
a conference  at  Essex  Hall,  Strand,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  January  9th,  1923,  at  7 p.m., 
on  the  position  of  the  co-operative  employee. 
The  meeting  has  been  fixed  for  a Tuesday 
evening  to  enable  employees  of  societies  to 
attend. 

The  Southern  Co-operative  Educational 
Association  have  arranged  to  hold  a confer- 
ence in  London  on  December  16th,  when 
Professor  Hall  will  speak  on  “ Adult  Educa- 
tion.” In  the  morning  there  will  be  a meet- 
ing of  the  Co— operative  Secretaries’  Asso- 
ciation. A social  gathering  and  reunion  of 
summer  school  students  and  members  of  the 
Fellowship  will  be  held  in  the  evening.  It 
is  contemplated  to  hold  a demonstration  by 
the  members  of  the  Kibbo  Kift  fraternity 
in  the  New  Year. 

Rochester  co-operators  have  many  causes 
for  satisfaction.  Last  yuarter’s  sales  were 
£29,818,  representing  only  7 per  cent, 
decrease  when  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period.  On  the  financial  side  pro- 
gress is  also  being  made.  Share  capital  has 
increased  during  the  past,  quarter  by 
£2,154,  bringing  the  total  to  £57,654. 
Loans  stand  at  £3,077,  small  savings  at 
£4.224,  and  the  reserve  fund  at  £1,253. 
Cash  in  hand  and  at  the  bank  has  risen  by 
£2,627,  and  stood  at  the  close  of  the 
accounting  period  at  £10,547.  A dividend 
of  lOd.  in  the  pound  is  recommended.  The 
membership  now  -stands  at  4,875,  and  the 
committee  are  out  to  increase  the  total  to 
5,000  by  January  8th,  1923. 

The  executive  committee’s  report  presented 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Ixmdon  Labour 
Party,  on  Saturday,  stated  that  the  past  year 
bad  seen  a continuance  of  the  cordiality  which 
had  always  characterised  the  relations  between 
the  party  and  the  co-operative  movement  in 
its  area.  It  had  been  especially  gratifying  to 
note  the  decision  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Co- 
operative Society  definitely  to  associate  itself 
in  the  London  Labour  movement  by  means 
of  affiliation. 

Mr.  Geo.  Belt  is  conducting  a co-operative 
speakers’  class  at  Warmington  House,  Totten- 
ham, in  connection  with  the  Ixmdon  Society. 

The  Royal  Arsenal  Society  have  lately 
been  displaying  a cinema  picture  of  their 
activities  in  the  shop  windows  of  some  of  the 
branches.  These  displays  have  attracted 
considerable  attention,  and  have  done  valuable 
propaganda  work. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (joint  hon.  secretary  of 
the  National  Men’s  Guild)  is  addressing  a 
rally  of  London  guildsmen  at  the  C.W.S. 
Assembly  Hall,  Leman-street,  to-day  (Satur- 
day). 

A report  by  Dr  C W.  Saleeby  as  to  the 
excellent  quality  of  the  milk  supplied  by  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society  is  now  being  circulated 
amongst  householders  in  South  London.  The 
average  weekly  milk  sale3  of  the  society  arc 
approximately  30,000  gallons. 

The  building  of  the  South  Suburban  Society's 
new  store  in  Portland-road,  South  Norwood, 
lias  been  completed.  The  C.W.S.  building 
department  are  carrying  out  the  contract 
for  shop  fronts  and  fittings.  The  new  premises 
will  be  opened  this  month.  The  society  have 
acquired  a site  at  Bellingham,  where  it  is 
intended  to  elect  a grocery,  provisions,  anil 
butchery  store. 


THE  LATE  MRS.  GREEN. 


At  a meeting  of  the  National  Publishing 
Society’s  Advisory  Committee  for  the 
Southern'  Section,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  M.  Clear 
(the  chairman)  referred  to  the  great  Joss 
sustained  by  the  committee  by  the  recent 
death  of  Mrs.  Green  (Soutlisca).  He  moved 
that  a Tetter  of  condolence  be  sent  to  members 
of  the  family.  This  was  supported  by  Mr. 
W.  Gregory,  on  behalf  of  the  board*,  and 
unanimously  carried. 


COMMITTEES  ELECTION  AT 

WOOLWICH. 

Polling  took  place  at  the  various  branches 
of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  last  week  to 
fill  the  vacancy  on  the  general  committee 
caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  Hainsworth. 
The  election  was  conducted  under  the  Propor- 
tional Representation  system.  Mr.  W.  B. 
Neville  being  the  returning  officer.  There 
were  nineteen  candidates,  including  three 
members  of  the  Women’s  Guild.  The  success- 
ful candidate  was  Mr.  F.  Lockycar  (Parkdalo- 
road,  Plumstcad),  who  has  been  a member 
of  the  society  for  thirty-six  years,  and  hail 
previously  served  for  nine  years  on  the  general 
committee.  Mr.  Lockyear  is  an  ootivo  trade 
unionist,  having  been  a member  of  the  Nat  ional 
Union  of  Foundry  Workers  for  forty-two 
years. 


IS  A REDEMPTION  FUND 
PRACTICABLE? 

UNFAVOURABLE  VIEWS]  AT 
WINCHESTER. 

DELEGATES  PREFER 

RESERVES. 

MR.  G.  Riddlk'S  paper,  " The  Financial  Position  ot 
the  Co-operative  Movement  in  Relation  to  New  Forma 
of  Administration  in  the  Retail  Trade,"  was  further 
discussed  and  ihc  suggestions  made  by  Mr.  Hlddlo 
examined  in  a paper  read  by  Mr.  .7 . H.  iMihell,  J.l’. 
(managing  secretory  of  the  I’ortseu  Island  Society), 
at  Uio  Hants  district  conference  at  Winchester  on 
Saturday  last. 

Mr.  Mihell  analysed  'very  fully  the  chief  points  in 
Mr.  Riddle's  paper,  particularly  those  referring  to  the 
capital  redemption  fund.  The  allocation  of  an  agreed 
percentage  of  surpluses,  whatever  that  percentage 
might  be,  would,  he  said,  become  ot  the  natanf of  a 
first  charge  upon  profits.  Whilst  the  principle  of  the 
application  would  be  understood  by  the  oflicials  of  socie- 
ties, it  was  very  doubtful,  even  if  at  first  understood 
by  the  general  mcmbort'hip,  such  understanding  would 
continue,  and  herein  might  lie  a danger. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Mihell  pointed  out  that  the  bulk  of 
the  share  capital  of  n society  was  made  up  by  the 
accumulation  of  dividends,  and  to  ask  members  to 
forego  a portion  would  retard  that  addition. 

Mr.  Mihell  contended  that  Mr.  Riddle’s  scheme  would 
be  no  bulwark  against  panic,  ns  societies  would  still 
have  the  member's  individual  shore  capital,  which 
constituted  the  personal  interest,  which  would  ever  be 
a factor  in  the  development  of  (he  movement. 

Mr.  Mihell  then  gave  a statistical  estimate  of  what, 
in  his  opinion,  would-  happen  if  the  principle  of  a 
redemption  fund  were  actually  applied,  and  concluded' 
th*s  portion  of  his  argument  by  saying  : " The  point 
raised  amounts  to  this,  that  the  capital  used  for  land, 
buildings,  and  fixed  slock,  Ac.,  is  simply  redeemed  by 
another  method  thnn  by  depreciation."  - 

The  need  in  societies  was  flint  I hey  should  adopt 
the  policy  of  strengthening  the  reserve  and  depreciation 
funds  to  the  fullest  possible  extent.  This  would  not 
entail  any  strain  on  members  such  ns  would  be  the 
cos^if  they  adopted  the  principle  ot  accumulating  a 
capital  redemption  fund. 

An  Alliance  of  Capital. 

A full  and  animated  discussion  followed  the  reading 
of  (he  paper. 

Mr.  Keys  (Porlsea)  agreed  with  Mr.  Mihell.  especially 
with  regard  to  the  inadvisability  of  attempting  to 
reduce  prices  below  those  of  competitors. 

Mr.  Bright  (Southampton)  spoke  ns  to  the  changed 
conditions  since  the  days  of  the  Rochdale  Pioneers. 
There  was  an  international  alliance  of  capital,  and 
to  ensure  future  success  co;o|>ciators  should  accept 
tiie  idea  of  «elf-?acriflcc. 

Mrs.  Gasson  (Co-operative  Uuion)  said  societies  on 
the  Continent  hud  adopted  a capital  redemption  fund. 
As  to  the  uses  of  the  fund,  they  were  various.  France 
used  it,  among  other  things,  to  provide  medical  assist- 
ance, and  Switzerland  to  provide  co-operative  cewa-i 
paper*,  fire. 

Mr.  Tliorcgood  (Andover)  pointed  out  that  reserve 
funds  did  not  belong  to  members  individually. 

Mr.  Olney  (Southampton)  contended  that  ordinary 
reserve  funds,  which  should  be  added  to  as  • much 
and  os  often  as  possible,  were  quite  sufficient.  Cutting 
prices  was  out  of  the  question.  Members  should  be 
asked  to  be  satisfied  with  a reasonable  dividend. 

Mr.  James  (Winchester)  thought  the  present  time 
was  inopportune  for  any  further  encroachment  on 
profits.  # 

Mr.  Vox  (Eastleigh)  thanked  Mr.  Riddle  for  stirring 
up  the  question  of ’reserves. 

Mr.  Dudnntu  (district  committee)  hoped  societies 
would  not  attempt  any  new  scheme  in  this  direction. 
The  reserve  .fund  was  good  enough  for  all  emergencies. 

Mr.  Mihell  having  replied,  a vote  of  thanks  to  him 
and  to  Mr.  W.  Hutchings  (chairman  of  the  Winclrestec 
Society),  who  presided,  terminated  the  proceedings. 

A few  copies  of  Mr.  Mihell'*  paper  are  left,  and  may 
be.  obtained  on  receipt  of  stumped  (Id.)  envelope, 
addressed  to  the  District  Secretory,  25,  Ariel-road, 
I'ratlon,  Portsmouth. 


SOUTH  SUBURBAN  EVENTS. 

The  educational  committee  of  the  .South 
Suburban  Society  report  a further  successful 
concert-meeting  in  connection  with  their 
propaganda  campaign.  Following  the  success- 
ful conference  at  Epsom,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Surrey  District  Association,  there  was 
a large  attendance  in  the  evening,  when  an 
excellent  musical  programme  was  provided 
by  the  ’•  Mixtures”  Concert  Party.  Mr.  J. 
Koch  (management  committee)  occupied  the 
chair,  and  a short  address  was  delivered  by 
Mr.  W.  Stewart  (educational  secretary) 
during  an  interval  in  the  programme. 

Mr.  C.  Bailey  (pi’cisider.t)  was  it  he 
speaker,  and  'Mr.  Stewart  (chairman)  on 
November  22nd,  when  a large  number  of 
members  were  present  at  the  annual  tea  and 
concert-meeting  in  the  Harestono  Hall  The 
programme  provided  by  Mr.  E.*  Castle's 
company  was  highly  appreciated. 

Wocdside  Hall,  South  Norwood,  was  the 
venue  on  November  23rd,  when  the  concert 
and  diramatio  entertainment  provided  by 
Mr.  G.  J.  Heath’s  company  attracted  a- very 
large  audience.  Mrs.  E.  Ash  (the  presi- 
dent, South  Norwood  Women’s  Guild)  occu- 
pied the  chair,  and  Mr.  A.  Adams  (educa- 
tional committee)  gave  a short  address. 
Special  attention  was  called  to  the  new 
premises  to  he  opened  nt  an  early  date  in- 
Portland-road,  South  Norwood. 

Mr.  W.  Wilkins  (Men’s  Guild)  was  the 
sneaker,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Speight  (Men’s 
Guild)  ohairuian,  on  Saturday,  November 
25th,  at  Catford  Hall,'  when  there  was 
again  a good  attendance.  Mr.  Fred  Hugh’s 
company  provided  the  programme. 


TWIN  MOVEMENTS. 

CO-OPERATION  AND  TRADE 
UNIONISM. 

DISCUSSION  AT  EPSOM. 


The  Surrey  District  Association  met  at  Epsom  on 
Sntnriluy,  November  18th,  to  discuss  the  question  of 
" Co-operation  and  Trado  Unionism."*  The  conference, 
which  was  largely  attended,  included  representatives 
of  trade  unions.  Councillor  Cooper  presided. 

Mr.  Bennett  (Guildford)  was  warmly  received,  and 
gave  a most  interesting  and  Instructi/o  address  on 
" Co-operation  and  Trade  Unionism.''  Briefly  sketch- 
ing the  history  of  trade  unionism,  he  emphasised  the 
need  of  eo-opcralion  not  only  industrially,  but  politic- 
ally. Proceeding,  he  pointed  out  the  vital  necessity 
of  trade  unionists  being  co-operators  in  the  full  sense 
of  (he  word.  Touching  on  dividend,  lie  said  lie  was 
nor  in  favour  of  its  abolition,  as  to  achieve  collective 
success,  comparatively,  wilb  individuals,  capital  was 
necessary,  and  this  was  more  possible  to  thrifty  co- 
operators  through  accumulated  surplus.  It  was  urged 
that  voluntary  co-operation  whs  not  enough,  and  com- 
pulsory co-operation  might  do  more  to  strengthen  both 
movements. 

The  speaker  was  asked  whether  he  was  in  favour 
of  employees  being  engaged  as  trade  unionists;  whether 
employees  should  servo  on  boards  of  management; 
whether  he  advocated  the  shop  steward  system;  and 
what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  co-operative  move- 
ment, in  llie  event  of  a strike,  if  all  the  funds  of  trade 
unions  were  invested  in  the  C.W.S.  Bank. 

These  questions  and  others  arising  out  of  replies 
were  dealt  with  by  the  speaker,  after  which  Mr.  M. 
Clear  (Central  Board)  0)>ened  an  animated  and  sus- 
tained discussion,  in  which  Mrs.  Simms  (Woking), 
and  Messrs.  Elliott  (Guildford),  Sandells  (Dorking), 
Fiddcment  (Surbiton).  Best  (Woking),  Stewart  (South 
Suburban),  Pnscall  (Epsom),  Hardingham  (Aldershot), 
Davis  (Sutton),  and  Miss  Allen  (secretary)  took  part. 

A vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Bennett,  on  (he 
motion  of  Mr.  Koch  (Penge)  and  Mr.  Herbert  (Rei- 
gatc),  and  the  speaker  replied  to  the  discussion  in 
acknowledging  same. 


VACANT  CHAIR  AT 
SOUTHAMPTON. 

SUDDEN  DEATH  OF MR.  H.  R.  FARR. 


A few  weeks  ago  we  recorded  a presenta- 
tion made  to  Mr.  H.  II.  Farr  by  tit?  South- 
ampton Society,  upon  his  retirement  from 
the  management  committee  after  twenty- 
five  years’  continuous  service.  We  regret 
that  we  have  now  to  record  his  sudden 
death,  which  recurred  in  The  Avenue, 
Southampton,  on  the  15th  instant.  Mr. 
Furr  was  taking  an  afternoon  walk,  when  lie 
suddenly  collapsed  and  immediately  expired. 

The  deceased’s  co-operative  record  wm  a 
good  one,  and  lie  was  well  known  and  re- 
spected amongst  societies  on  the  South 
C ast.  Before  coming  to  Southampton  lie 
was  a member  of  the  Plymouth  Society,  and 
also  Served  on  its  management  ioinmitt.ee, 
and  the  experience  he  gained  with  that 
society  he  found  very  useful  in  Ids  long 
career  at  Southampton.  He  was  a draughts- 
man civil  assistant  of  the  Ordnance  Survey, 
from  which  he  retired  n few  years  ago.  aud 
was  awarded  .the  Imperial  Service  Medal,  for 
lcng  and  meriti'rioiis  service. 

The  funeral  took  place  at  Southampton  on 
Saturday  November  18thT  and  was  atteu  led 
by  Mr.  H.  Vincent,  J.P.  (president  of  the 
Southampton  Society),  Messrs.  E.  H. 
Alexander  and  J.  C.  Smith-  (ex-presidents), 
many  members  and  ex-members  of  the 
management  committee,  the  secretory,  the 
'general  manager,  representatives  of  the 
employees  and  many  other  friends. 


NOTES  FROM  IRISH 
GUILDS  WOMEN. 


Many  women  left  the  mid-day  meal  to  take 
care  of  itself  last  Saturday,  and  attended  the 
opening  ceremony  of  tho  new  premises  of  the 
Belfast  Society  at  York-street.  Interest 
centred  around  the  Lady  Mayoress  (La(j 
Coates),  whose  charming  personality  delighted 
everyone  present.  Mrs.  W.  J.  M'GufFm,  the 
wife  of  the  society’s  president,  in  beautifully, 
phrased  sentiments,  presented  the  Lady 
Mayoress  with  a souvenir  key  in  silver  and 
enamel,  and  the  two  women  members  of  the 
board  of  management  (Mrs.  Maud  J.  Girvan 
and  Mis.  M’Coubrey)  proposed  and  seconded  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  her  ladyship  for  her  kindness 
in  performing  the  opening  ceremony.  We  aro 
exceedingly  modest,  and  simply  record  the 
part  played  by  women  at  an  important  co- 
operative  event,  but  it  may  be  here  mentioned 
that  several  male  notabilities  whispered  in  our 
ear  that  all  the  ladies  concerned  had  acquitted 
themselves  with  credit ! 


Guildswomen  appreciated  very  much  Mr.  IV. 
R.  Blair’s  (C.W.S.  director)  reference  to  the 
Women's  Guild  in  acknowledging  the  toast  of 
“ The  Co-operative  Movement  ” at  the 
luncheon.  Mr.  Bl§,ir  has  the  prpud  distinction 
of  being  the  only  speaker  at  the  function  to 
make  any  allusion  to  the  important  part  played 
by  the  “ Woman  with  the  Basket.” 


With  the  guests  at  the  luncheon  was  Mrs. 
A.  C.  Husband,  one  of  the  pioneets  of  the 
Belfast  Society.  It  was  in  the  home  of  the 
late  Mr.  Archibald  Husband  that  the  hist 
meeting  of  the  promoters  of  the  present  society 
was  held,  and  for  many  years  he  and  his  wife 
laboured  lovingly  and  earnestly  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  co-operation  in  the  city  of 
Belfast  and  throughout  Ireland.  Mrs.  Hus- 
band is  also  a “ Cuild  ” pioneer,  and  an  ex- 
president of  the  Irish  Guild.  To  Mrs.  Husband 
the  great  success^  of  the  society's  enterprises 
must  be  a very  great  joy,  and  the  proceedings 
must  have  been  interwoven  with  many  precious 
memories. 


" I enjoy  your,  monthly  very  much,  and 
always  find  something  of  interest.”— A 
Montreal  reader  of  the  “Mitigate.” 


CO-OPERATIVE 

MEMORIES.” 


Have  you  read  the 
reminiscences  of 
Jamx  Deans? 

"CO-OPERATIVE  MSVOMZs  " - 1/-  nei- 
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TRALEE  SOCIETY  PROGRESSING. 

NEW  PREMISES  SECURED. 


Despite  the  severe 
knocking  about  it  got 
from  the  lately  departed 
“ Black  and  Tans,”  the 
Tralee.  Society  continues 
to  flourish.  The  original 
premises  were  found  to 
be  too  small,  so  much 
more  commodious  pre- 
mises have  been  secured 
in  one  of  the  principal 
■streets,  directly  oppo- 
s i t e the  courthouse. 

The  old  - premises  bear 
all  the  marks  of  Ire- 
land's recent  history. 

Tho  new  premises,  wo 
trust,  are  more  in  accord 
w ith  what  we  hope  the 
future  will  be.  We  hope 
the  only  invaders  of  the 
new  premises  will  be 
hordes  of  new  members. 

There  is  plenty  of  scope 
for  new  membership  in 
Tralee.  The  large  yurd 
in  the  new  premises  will  enable  the  society 
to  enter  for  tho  agriculturist  as  well  as  for 
the  townsman,  and  we  understand  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  society  to  do  so.  There  is 
no  “ agricultural  ” society  in  tho  imme- 
diate vicinity,  though  «there  is  n co-opera- 
tive creamery  a few  streets  away,  so  that 
the  farmers  need  have  no  sense  of  divided 
loyalty. 

A new  drapery  department  has  just  been 


Tisai.ee  Society’s  Old  Pheuises. 

opened,  and  Mr.  Walsh  (the  nioii^L'^U'c 
been  to  the  T.A.W.S.  and  to  ^ i this 
purchasing  the  necessary  stock.  Ilin  the 
department  will  bo  ns  successful  1 tj0 
other  ventures  of  tho  society  we  ha'<‘  u. 
doubt.  To  Mr.  Cahill  (the  general  W 
ager),  Mr.  Walsh  (the  drapery  tJj0 

and  to  the  society  generally  'v®  ^lio 
best  of  luck  in  the  new  premises  *1lia 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Chapter  XIV.— Continued. 

“ My  price — in  hard  cash,  is  not  in  question,” 
said  John.  “ Your  fortune  is  your  own : 
dispose  of  it  as  you  will.  It  has  never  entered 
into  oilr  calculations.  It  never  will.” 

“I’ve  read  that  kind  of  pathetic  lunacy  in 
novels,”  Sir  William  snapped.  ‘'This'  is 
reality,  and  it  contains  elements  you  fail  to 
recognise.  Your  lofty  contempt  for  money 
is  heroic,  but  your  stepfather  borrowed  some 
from  me  for  your  benefit.  Ho  is  also  my 
bailiff,  and  unless  I have  your  word,  here  and 
now,  never  to  see  Miss  Struthers  or  com- 
municate with  her  again,  I’ll  not  only  demand 
immediate  repayment  of  tho  loan,  I’ll  turn 
him  out  of  his  berth,  at  a moment's  notice.” 
John  took  a step  nearer,  his  eyes  blazing, 
and  his  hands  clenched.  “ You  are  a swine/’ 
he  said,  “ to  use  such  a threat.” 

“ I am  anything  you  like,”  Sir  William 
retorted.  “But  I keep  mv  word.  If  you 
wish  to  see  Miss  Struthers  disinherited,  your 
parents  thrown  on  the  streets,  and  your  own 
career  wrecked,  refuse  my  requesv,  and  by 
God.  yon  shall.” 

John  paused,  breathing  hard,  and  thinking 
rapidly.  To  bring  ruin  upon  his  parents 
who  had  done  so  much  for  him.  To  end  his 
own  chance  in  life,  and  perhaps  deprive 
Mary  of  hers  was  a frightful  price  to  pay.  It 
. staggered  him.  He  could  not  help  seeing  that 
there  was  reason  behind  this  man's  merciless 
attitude. 

“ I cannot  answer  you  now,”  he  said  at  last, 
very  quietly.  “ You  hold  all  the  cards,  but 
I don't  think  you  recognise  how  jjiuch  you  are 
asking — from  both  of  us.”  > 

“ I am  asking  you  to  end  a week's  acquain- 
tance with  a young  and  unsophisticated  girl,” 
Sir  William  answered.  “ A mere  passing  fancy 
that  you  will  forget,  or  smile  at.  I don’t 
blame  you.  It  happened  accidently.  But 
it  must  stop,  at  once.” 

‘‘You  will  let  me  see  her  ? ” John  asked. 

“ No,”  was  the  uncompromising  reply. 
“ Go  home  and  write  a letter.  Don’t  attempt 
to  explain.  Say  that  you  have  thought  the 
matter  over  and  it  can  only  end  in  disappoint- 
ment. Leave  the  rest  to  me.” 

John  turned  away  frowning,  and  bit  his  lip. 
Not  to  see  her  again  ! Not  to  justify  himself  1 
To  behave  like  a cad  in  her  eyes.  Anger  and 
indignation  rose  in  him  like  a torrent. 


1 | -'HE  Co-operative  News”  is  the  organ 
*■  of  Co-operative  Progress,  and  Co- 
operative Progress  is  the  Way  to  Peace. 


“ I refuse,”  he  said,  swinging  round.  “ I 
trill  not  give  her  up.  I cannot.  You  may 

do  what  you  please.  I will ” he  paused. 

The  ground  trembled  beneath  his  feet,  as  if 
an  enormous  weight  had-  been  dropped  on  it, 
the  next  moment  there  was  a muffled  boom  like 
that  of  distant  cannon.  They  both  turned 
instinctively  in  the  direction  of  the  sound  and 
8aw  a column  of  smoke  shooting  skywards 
from  the  shaft  at  Moorbank  Pit. 

“It’s  an  explosion!”  cried  John.  “The 
pit  is  on  fire  and  there  are  men  in  it ! ” The 
next  moment  he  had  vaulted  a fence  and  was 
dashing  across  the  field  in  a bee  line  for  the 
spot. 

Sir  William  did  not  move,  he  watched  the 
running  figure  till  it  disappeared  behind  a 
hedge  His  face  was  hard  and  cynical. 

“ History  repeats  itself,”  he- thought.  “ That 
is  what  his  father  did  at  a critical  moment. 
The  pit  may  do  me  another  service.” 

With  a quick  glance  round,  he  turned  on  his 
heel  and  walked  home.  His  first  step  had 
railed.  It  was  necessary  to  take  the  next 
Without'  delay.  •/  He  found  Tarrant  in  his  usual 
place  dealing  with  letters,  which  were  brought 
to  tbe  Towers  twice  a day  by  special  messenger. 

“I  thpught  you  bad  gone,  Sir  William,’’  he 
said,  rising.  “ I’m  afraid  there’s  Been  an 
explosion  at  one  of  the  pits.” 

“There  has,”  was  his  cool  reply.  “You 
arc  dealing  with  letters,  I see.  If,  in  future, 
the  bag  contains  any  correspondence  addressed 
to  Mias  Struthers,  hand  it  to  me  privately,. 
Yoq  understand  -?  " 


“Yes,  Sir  William,"  was  the  smooth  reply. 
Any  letters  that  she  may  write  must  be 
dealt  with  • in  tho  same  'way,’ 


continued.  “ Bring  theinto  me  before  post  ing, 
I want  you  to  be  particularly  vigilant  in  this 
Matter.” 

1 There  will  be  no  difficulty,”  Tarrant 
answered.’  “ I always  lock  and  unlock  tho 
hag  .my^e)f.” 

„ “ There  is  another  matter,"  said  Sir  William. 

I have  decided  to  dispense  with  the  services 
°f  my  bailiff,  Till.  ‘ He  owes  me  two  hundred 
pounds  payable  on  demand.  Post  a letter 
to  hirn  to-night  requesting  immediate  payment, 
if  he  cannot  comply,  allow  him  to  remain 
at  tlio  cottage  but  issue  a writ  at.  once.” 

With  that  he  left  the  room,  and,  entering 
Mother,  found  Mary  at  a window  gazing 
Across  tlje  Pqrk  to  ,whpre.  tho  headgear  of 
Moorbank  Pit  vbSe  qliQve  the  ground  like  a 
thing  rnado  cj  (Breads,  , , 

WhyJ  they  told  mb’  you  had  gone  Ipqg 
Blneo,  Quardy,”  she  exclaimed.  ‘ Do  you 


know  there  has  been  an  explosion  at  one  of 
the  pits?  It  is  terrible  to  think  of  the  meu 
who  may  bo  in  it,,  maimed  or  dead,  or  helpless.” 
“ It,  may  be  nothing  serious,”  he  said. 
” Did  you  sleep  well  ? ” 

“ No,”  she  replied  ; “ I think  last  night 
upset  mo  a little.  I was  afraid  you  might 
have  been  more  disappointed  than  you 
seemed.” 

“ My  dear  child,”  he  said,  “ don’t  worry 
about  me.  The  disappointment  is  far  more 
likely  to  be  yours.” 

She  looked  at  him,  puzzled.  “ Why  ? ” 
she  asked. 

“ Well,”  ho  answered,  “ the  fact  that,  a 
rather  nice  young  man  has  fallen  in  love 
with  you  is  nothing.  Many  others  would  do 
the  same  if  they  had  the  chance.  You,  being 
young  and  inexperienced,  take  very  seriously 
a few  days’  flirtation  with  a stranger.  Tho 
probability  is  that  when  he  gets  back  to 
London  lie  will  forget  all  about  it." 

“ You  do  not  know  him,”  she  said  quietly. 
“ I do." 

“ Of  course,”  ho  replied  banteringly. 
“ Having  known  him  a week  you  know  every- 
thing, but  unless  lie’s  a fool  he  will  see  that,  ho 
cannot  offer  you  even  a home  for  a good  many 
years,  and  back  out.  of  the  ridiculous  position. 
Young  mon  forgot  difficulties  when  young 
women  are  smiling  on  them,  but  they  become 
sohd  facta  when  faced  in  solitude.” 

“ Why  do  you  say  such  things  ? ” -she 
asked.  ” They  hurt  me.” 

“ So  that,  you  may  think  more  kindly  ot 
him  if  he  acts  like=lPTPasonable  man,”  came 
tho  answer.  “ When  he  reviews  the  situation 
calmly,  away  from' the  glamour  of  your  charms, 
he  will  have  a bad  half-hour,  I imagine,  and 
decide  to  have  no  more  till  the  next  girl  turns 
up.” 

‘ It  is  not  true,  she  paid,  with  dignity. 
“ It,  would  mako  no  difference  to  him  if  I 
were  one  of  your  servants.  He  loves  me. 
Ho  knows  I love  him.  It  is  not  a subject  for 
light  and  cynical  talk.  If  what,  you  say  were 
true,  it  would  kill  me.” 

For  a moment  there  was  an  anxious  look 
in  his  eyes,  then  he  turned  away  with  a shrug 
of  his  shoulders. 

“ I may  bo  wrong,”  be  admitted  : “ but 
men  arc  not  like  women.  You  will  discover 
that  in  time.  They  look  on  love  affairs  from 
a different,  point-of  view.  If  you  receive  a 
letter,  tell  me — will  J'&u  ? ” 

“ I shall  have  one  to.-morrow,”  she  answered. 
“ I shall  have  one  every  day,  and  answer  it. 
He  will  not  forget,  his  promise.  Nor  I mine. 

I have  looked  into  his  eyes  and  seen  the  light 
that  never  was  on  land  or  sea.  I kno>v,  I 
know.  May  I tell  him  when  I write,  that  you 
are  not  so  prejudiced  as  he  expected  ? *Hc 
thought  you  would  be  adamant.” 

He  did  not  answer  immediately  ; lie  seemed 
to  be  thinking.  “Yes,”  he  said  .presently, 
“ on  one  condition,  that  you  will  not  write 
to  him  first.” 

She  gave  a swift  smile,  then  laughed  softly. 

“ I will  promise  that,”  she  answered,  then 
took  his  arm  and  squeezed  it.  “You  have 
been  vory  good  about  it,  Guardy,  and  «f  am 
very  happy.  He  is  so  manly,  and  frank,  and 
handsome.  Have  you  over  seen  him?" 

“ Not  often,”  he  answered.  “ And  I didn’t 
take  particular  notice  of  him.” 

" But  you  will  the  next  time  he  is  home  ? ” 
she  asked  coaxingly. 

“ In  six  months  ! ” he  inquired.  “ Yes  ; 
you  may  invite  him  here — then,  if  you  wish. 
Now  I must  go.” 

Ho  took  her  by  the  shoulders  and  kissed 
her,  then  went  out.  hurriedly.  Some  far- 
reaching  effort  of  memory  caused  him  to 
remember  Judas  as  his  lips  touched  her  cheek. 

Chapter  XV. 

When  John  Purchase  ended  his  un- 
expected interview  with  Sir  William  Oldroyd 
bv  leaping  over  the  nearest  fenos,  a journey 
of  nearly  two  miles  stood  between  him  und 
the  pit.  Being  young  and  active  he  did  not 
hesitate -to  put  on  a pretty  fast  pace,  which 
was  impeded  considerably  by  the  number  of 
stiles 

On.. reaching  the  yard  surrounding  the 
colliery,  where  a surging  and  excited  crowd 
hhd  congregated,  he  dropped  to  a walk  to 
recover  his -been  tig— then  made  his  way  to- 
wards, the  shaft,  where  a large  number  of 
colliers  were  gathered  round  a stout  gentle- 
man, whose  tall  hat,  pushed  to  the  back  of 
his  head,  wn.-vless  sliiuy  than  the  owner’s 
perspiring  face. 

Windjug  his  way  through  the  men,  whose 
blackened  faces  showed  that  they  had  come 
from  the  pit,  out  of  which  others  were 
emerging,  John  gathered  from  the  conversa- 
tion that  an  explosion  had  occurred  in  an 
almost  exhausted  working  in  which  eighteen 
men  and  six  boys  were  employed.  All  the 
others  had  come  to  the  surface  or  were  unit- 
ing at  . the  bottom  of  the  shaft. 

Observing  that  the  stout  man  was  select- 
ing several  men  to  form  a rescue  party,  John 
touched  him  on  the  elbow. 

"Can  1 be  of  use?"  lie  asked.  " I urn  a 
doctor. ' ' 

; . The  other  tui  iuid  n pair  of  worried  eyes 
ujxm  him. 

. " I’m  afraid  not,”  bo  said.  , " U pleas  -Y-’  U i 
like  to  do  down.  You  might  bo  useful 


there.  We  shall  have  plouty  of  doctors  on 
top  before  they’re  wanted.” 

The  suggestion  caused  John  to  remember 
that  his  lather  liad  gone  down  this  very  pit 
under  similar  circumstances,  and  lest  his 
life ; hut  his  voice  was  quite  firm  when  lie 
said  : “ Certaiuly  I will,  as  soon  as  .vou  are 
ready." 

“ We’re  ready  now,”  was  the  prompt 
answer.  " Now,  lads,  let’s  have  you  in  the 
cage.  Here’s  a doctor  going  with  you. 
Send  me  word  as  soon  as  you  discover 
what’s  wrong." 

John  followed  the  men,  and  a few  minutes 
later  ■ ■ descending  intij  the  earth  for  the 
.first  tjin  i i 1 1 is  life,  feeling  not  a little  aued' 
by  tile  sudden  darkness  and  silcin.ee, 
emphasised,  ns  it  was,  by  the  dim  light  of 
the  colliers’  lamps. 

On  reaching  the  bottom  of  the  shaft,  the 
men  selected  a leader,  following  him  in 
single  file  along  a passage  of  considerable 
dimensions  for  several  hundred  yards  before 
turning  into  a much  narrower  one,  which 
was  so  low  that'll olm  had  to  bend  almost 
double  to  avoid  knocking  his  head  against 
the  roof,  while  his  feet  were  impeded  by 
narrow  trolley  lines. 

The  men  moved  forward  cautiously,  at  a 
slow  pace,  and  John  was  uncommonly  glad 
when  the  leader  culled  a halt  and  went  on 
alone  to  examine  signs  of  roof  fall. 

"Right!"  he  shouted  presently,  and  the 
lino  moved  on  agaip,  John  labouring  behind 
with  muscles  that  felt  red  hot  before  the 
next  halt  was  made. 

"Stand  still  and  keep  quiet,"  the  leader 
railed.  He  had  come  to  a heavy  fall  of  roof 
which  filled  the  passage  completely.  Taking 
a pick,  he  struck  three  ringing  blows  on  the 
wall,  then  placed  his  ear  against,  it  and 
listened.  Suddenly  he  sprang  round. 

"They're  there!"  he  cried.  "They've 
answered.  Tom.  thee  go  wi’  Bill. and  fetch 
some  trucks.  Stand  by.  Curly,  wi’  Jack, 
an'  help  to  fill  ’em.  Bob,  thee  come  here 
an’  let’s  into  it."  The  next  moment  he  was 
digging  at  the  heap  with  an  energy  that 
seemed  almost  ferocious,  but  iie  did  not 
waste  a single  stroke.  In  an  astonishingly 
short  space  of  time,  considering  the  narrow 
confine  in  which  they  worked,  the  heap 
began  to  diminish  perceptibly,  while  the 
trucks  rolled  up  the  passage,  carrying  it 
away.  No  orders  were  given,  no  talk  in- 
dulgod  in.  The  picks  bit  into  the  heap  like 
hungry  rats.  Foot  by  foot  and  yard  by  yard 
it  melted,  until  an  hour  passed,  then  a fresh 
gfi.g  arrived  and  took  the  place  of  the  per- 
spiring pioneers. 

'Ht,  u'mv  comers  had  not  been  working 
lqn,^  when  the  sound  of  picks  cm  the  other 
side  >*f  th?  barrier  was  heard.  The  trapped 
Miners  were  digging  their  way  out!  It 
sen i*  - 1 to  fill  the  rescuers  with  new  energy, 
and  J<  lm  gazed  in  silent  admiration  at  the 
diM’Uv  of  skill,  daring,  and  strength  car- 
ric  I out  under  such  difficult  conditions. 

'Maidenly  one  of  the  front  men  dropped 
hi  pick,  and  seizing  Ids  left  forearm,  let 
out  si  i earn  of  strong  language,  evidently 
addressed  to  a pick  which  had  come  unex- 
pi-  i dly  through  the  barrier  and  tPrn  his 
flesh. 

hi  the  midst  of  thus  tirade,  the  heap  was 
tom  w.n  by  straining  fingers.  Blackfaces- 
apt  < .red  above  it,  emitting  hearse  shouts 
auil  joyous  laughter,  while  behind  there  rose 
a i ud  clieer.  Within  five  minutes  a stream 
ol  men  and  boys  climbed  into  sight. 

\nyliody  missing?  Anybody  hurt? 
asked  one  of  the  rescue  -party. 

Nubhut  a scratch  or  two,"  a voice  re- 
plied out  of  the  darkness.  " Let’s  be  going. 
Av.  in  sick  for  a smell  o’  fresh  air  " 

"Whet  clumsy  food  sent  his  pick  into 
me  ?"  asked  the  wounded  collier  wrath- 
fill'  11  Aw’m  bleeding  like  a stuck  pig.” 
f.et  me  have  a look  at  it,"  said  John, 
a fie  man  took  his  fingers  away.  “ You’re 
losing  a lot  of  bleed.  Sit  down  and  hold  up 
your  arm." 

The  man  obeyed,  and  John,  making  a 
tourniquet  of  his  handkerchief  and  a pocket 
knife,  applied  it  till  the  bleeding  stopped. 

" Now,"  he  said.  " If  you  hold  die  knife 
where  it  is,  you  will  be  safe  till  we  reach  the 
surface." 

The  man  nodded  a head  whose  grey 
patches  not  even  coal  dust  could  hide. 

' Good,"  ha  said.  “Then  we’ll  push  on. 
Stick  close  to  me.  Aw  know  this  place 
backward.” 

John  obeyed,  conscious,  all  at  once,  that 
lie  and  his  companion  were  alone  in  the  awful 
sileiree  and  darkness.  As  lie  moved  along 
painfully,  one  hand  holding  -a  lamp,  the 
other  -pressed  against  the  wall  to  ease  his 
aching  hack,  there  was  the  sound  of  a sharp 
crack  ahead,  followed  by  a rattle,  of  falling 
roof. 

" That’s  timber,"  said  (lie  collier,  coming 
to  a stop.  " Thee  wait  here  while  I have  a 
look  at  it." 

" I’d  rather  stick  with  you,"  John  an- 
swered hurriedly.  “I’ll  walk  a few  yards 
behind,  if  you  call  this  walking.  What’s 
your  name?" 

" Jim  Sellars,"  the  other  answered,  as  he 
advanced  holding  the  lamp  with  his  injured 
arm.  " Steady  up,"  lie  cried,  suddenly. 

“ Ilorc  it  is.  Sitfico,  look  at  that  beam." 

John  |>oered  over  the  collier’s  shoulder.  A 
thick  baulk  of  timber,  as  black  as  the  coal 
itself,  had  been  jammed  against  the  roof, 
evidently  a long  time  ago.  Now  it  was  bant, 
disclosing  a curious  hollow  at  tile  top,  pro- 
bably a fault  in  the  wood. 

" It  might  drop  any  minnit,  or  stick  for 
a week,"  Sellars  announced.  1 We  sal  ha* 
to  l isle  it.  Aw’ll  go  first." 

As  ho  spoke  there  was  another  crack, 
louder  than  the  first,  and  more  roof  rattled 
duwn,  while  tlvs  thick  baulk  bent  danger- 
ously. At  the  same  moment  something  slid 
from  tbe  liollow  in  tbe  timber,  falling  to  the 
floor  with  a soft  thud. 

" As  Kooin  as  Aw’m  past,  thee  come  after 
me,"  said  Sellars.  "With  that  lie  ambled' 
forward  at  a remarkable  pnee^  " Come  on,"1 
lie  shouted.  "As  fast  as  thn  can.” 


John  hobbled  along,  holding  life  lamp 
before  linn.  As  the  light  fell  on  the  article 
which  had  dropped  from  the  beam,  he 
stooped  lower  to  pick  it  up.  The  pause  was 
only  for  a fraction  of  a second,  hut  as  his 
fingers  grasped  the  object,  which  crackled 
like  paper,  there  was  a rending  sound,  and 
the  beam  followed  by  a quantity  of  ViTbf. 
tell  upon  Inin  with  stunning  force,  hurling 
the  hi  °n^  ^oor  an^  cnvtiuguisiiuig 

Kcltas  came  back  quickly,  locking 
a".MOual,;  at  tbe  roof,  and  then  at  John  ai 
lie  held  the  lantern  above  him 

“ Are  tha  fast?"  lie  asked. 

■'  Yes,”  John  answered.  “ Sfv  leg  lift 
that  beam  off  it,  quick." 

Sellars  removed  the  lwindlcerchfef  from  his 
arm,  and  displaying  remarkable  activity" 
managed  to  drag  the  beam  clear.  -‘Gome 
on,  Iie  roared,  seizing  the  lamp.  “ Move 
tin  pins,  man,  or  tlia’ll  he  killed." 

- “ 1 Jo,in  groaned  through  white 

ups.  My  leg’s. broken." 

“ What?  ’ Tlie  collier  came  back,  leaving 
Jus  lamp  some  distance  away,  and  taking 
John  by  the  arms,  dragged  aim  nearly 
twenty  yards.  Groans  burst  from  him  as 
Ins  leg  trailed  over  th?  uneven  ground,  and 
thick  beads  of  perspiration  glittered  oil  l.is 
forehead.  How  necessary  the  rough-handed 
act  was  became  evident  a moment  later 
when  a mass  of  earth  and  rock,  weighing 
several  tons,  crashed  upon  the  spot  win- re 
John  had  fallen. 

"That  worn  near  thing,”  said  the  collier, 
as  lie  put  the  handkerchief  back  on  life  arm 
and  twisted  it  tight.  “ Tlia’ll  ha’  to  stop 
here,  lad,  while  Aw.  fetch  some  help  and  a 
truck,"  and  without  further  warning  lie  hur- 
ried away,  leaving  tlie  light  cloic  to  where 
John  lay  propped  against  the  wall,  feeling 
too  dazed  and  sick  to  care  what  happened. 
Indeed,  several  minutes  elapsed  before  ' he 
recovered  sufficicMitly  to  recognise  thnt  he 
was  alone  in  the  dreadful  -solitude  aud 
blackness.  Fear  and  horror  gripped  him. 
Suppose  another  fall  of  roof  dropped  - 
on  him,  or-  cut  him  off  from  help! 
Suppose  the  lamp  went  out!  He  raised  his 
hands  to  his  face  and  -stepped.  He  still 
gripped  the  packet  which  had  caused  him  to 
make  that  disastrous  pause.  Thrusting  ii 
mechanically  into  an  inner  pocket,  lie  locked 
anxiously  in  the  direction  Sellars  had  gone. 
Hours  seemed  to  pass  before  be  heard  the 
rumble  of  wheels,  then  lights  danced  in  the 
distance  like  Will-o'-the-Wisps,  followed  by 
two  colliers  pushing  a low,  flat  lurry  oil 
wliieli  a thick  layer  of  straw  restock 

la  that  confined  space,  they  lifted  him  on 
the  vehicle  with  no  little  skill,  but  they  could 
not  help  hurting  him.  any  more  than  ihey 
could  stop  the  wheels  jolting  on  the  rough 
rails.  By  the  time  they  reached  the  pit- 
shaft  his  face  was  like  chalk,  and  he  begged 
for  a respite  before  they  transferred  him  to- 
the  cage.  When  at  last  he  consented  to  b? 
moved  and  reached  the  surface,  the  crown, 
informed  that  all  the  miners  were  safe,  had 
vanished,  along  with  the  doctors. 


“ The  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS  1 

P osier*  should  be  shown  every  week 
in  every  co-operative  store. 

ARE  THEY  SHOWN  IN  YOURS? 

If  they  are  not,  ask  why,  and  drop  a 
postcard  to  the  “ News  " Office. 


"Take  me  to  the  Infirmary,"  he  said 
faintly,  as  they  placed  him  on  a hand 
ambulance. 

" Right  you  arc,"  said  one  of  the  colliers, 
and  seizing  the  handles,  they  set  out  at  a 
brisk  pace  for  Rniusley. 

While  these  things  were  happening  to 
John,  his  mother  and  stepfather  awaited  his 
appearance  with  no  little  anxiety.  To  catch 
the  train  as  arranged,  he  should  have,  re- 
turned within  two  hours,  but  there  was  no 
sign  of  him.  Long  after  life  train  hid 
started  they  hung  about  uneasily,  indulging 
in  conjectures  very  far  remov'd  from  the 
truth. 

Towards  evening,  when  they  were  becom- 
ing deeply  alarmed,  a visitor  called,  a well- 
dressed,  cheerful  mau  of  middle  age.  with 
a clover  face  and  ready  smile. 

" Sorry  to  disturb  you,"  lie  said.  " But 
your  son  wislied  me  to  deliver  a message.  I 
refer  to  the  one  who  is  studying  medicine." 

"Where  is  lie?"  Rose  asked.  " What  has 
kept  him  ?" 

cr  Circumstances  he  did  not  anticipate." 
the  visitor  replied  smoothly.  You  roe,  I 
happen  to  be  a doctor  myself,  so  I’m  inter- 
ested in  him." 

" But  where  is  he?"  Paul  inquired.  “ He 
ought  to  have  gone  to  Loudon  to-day." 

" Well,  he  hasn’t,"  said  the  vfeitofc 
coolly.  "He’s  at.  my  house. " 

Rose  put  her  hands  on  her  hips  and  looked 
at  him  closely.  "This  mail,"  she  thought, 
remembering  her  suspicions  about  John's 
strange  conduct,  " is  related  to  the  woman, 
s kept  hi 
d where 

sked,  tartly. 

" It's  a big  one,"  lie  slid,  speaking  slowly. 
" I’m  resident  doctor  at  the  Infirmary," 

Paul  took  a step  nearer.  “ What  has  hap- 
pened ?' ’ lie  asked,  sharply. 

" Nothing  serious,"  the  doctor  said. 

" Your  son,  who  lias  more  pluck  thau  I 
possess,  went  down  the  pit-  y.-u  know 
there's  been  an  explosion  I suppose? — went 
clown  to  see  if  ho  could  help." 

“Went  .low  (lie  pit!"  gasped  Rose, 
dropping  on  ilnir  .md  looking  very  w hite. 
Moorbank  Pit.  My  God!" 

“Yes."  the  doctor  continued,  ‘and  the 
iremarkable  thing  is  that  he  is  the  only 
casualty.  He’s  got  his  leg  hurt  rather 
badly.” 

y.  Arp  • ">  lying?"  Ros?  asked  fiercely. 

■ Is  ho  (lend  ?" 

“ Steady,  mv  lass,"  said  Till  "He 


She  has  kept  him 

And  where  may  your  hoiree  ba?” 


[Continued  on  page  ten.] 
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1: 


The  drapery  department  of  the  cw.s. 

is  offering  substantial 

PRIZES  FOR  SHORT  ESSAYS 

of  thirty-six  words  descriptive  of  the 

“UtUtaS”  ftandkercbiei 

This  handkerchief  is  made  by  the  Scottish  C.W.S.  from 
fabric  woven  at  the  Lancashire  mills  of  the  English  C.W.Ss 
and  is  sold  retail  by  co-operative  societies  throughout 
the  country  at : 

Ladies’,  4d.  each  (white  or  printed  border), 
or  3 for  Mid. 

Gents’,  small  size  (white),  7id. 

Gents’,  large  size,  10id.  each  (white  or 
printed  border),  cr  3 for  2s.  6d. 

Gents’,  white,  with  embroidered  initial 
Is.  each. 

The  prizes  which  are  offered  consist  of  valuable  and 
useful  articles  specially  appealing  to  the  ladies,  and  in  all 
cases  are  the  productions  of  C.W.S.  mills.  Essays  are 
specially  invited  from  women  members  of  societies, 
although  men  are  not  excluded  from  the  competition.  The 
prizes,  however,  are  such  as  will  appeal  more  particularly 
to  lady  readers.  They  include  : — 


©own  Quiffe  From  C.W.S.  factories. 
QlSfanftefo  From  the  LitOcborough  mills. 

©rose  Eengfgs 
Rniffoti  (Underwear 
(gfouse  s fxSiT* 


RULES, 

l- — Purchase  a supply  of  “ Unitas  ” handkerchiefs  at 
your  store. 

2. — Write  your  description  of  the  same — not  more  than 
thirty-six  words— and  attach  to  the  essay  two 
” Unitas  ” gummed  labels  from  the  handkerchiefs 
you  have  bought. 

3-  Add  your  (i.)  name,  (ii.)  address,  and  society  of  which 
you  are  a member. 

4.— Send  this  to  '*  Unitas,”  c/o  C.W.S.  Publicity  Depart- 
ment, Balloon  St.,  Manchester,  during  December. 
Final  date  for  receiving  essays,  January  8th,  1923. 


PRIZES  FOR  CHILDREN. 


A further  competition  is  open  for  children's  efforts,  and 
here  again  useful  and  valuable  prizes  will  be  offered. 
These  will  consist  of  boxes  of  handkerchiefs,  knives, 
purses,  and  other  productions  of  C.W.S.  works. 

This  is  open  to  boys  and  girls  who  have  not  yet  passed 
their  fifteenth  birthday. 


1. — Write  your  opinion  of  the  "Unites"  handkerchief,  limiting  the 

description  to  36  words— not  more. 

2. -  Attach  two  gummed  label,  that  ore  on  the  “ Unites  " hondkcrchiefj  to 

the  etsey. 


r,  (ii.)  age,  (iii.)  address,  (iv.)  society  of  which 
members,  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper — and  send 


3.— Write  your  (i.)  n 

your  parents  are  members,  on  the  same  sheet  of  paper— and  send 
this  to  Unites  Junior,  C.W.S,  Publicity  Department,  Balloon 
Manchester,  during  December,  1922.  Final  dote,  January 


Cbc  Co-operatiue  Kctcs 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News"  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR."  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News"  should  be  addressed  to  " THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  7 vhett  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  UUILU1NGS,  22,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  2,.  1922. 


CO-OPERATIVE  PRICES. 

From  the  flood  of  letters  which  we  print  on  another 
page  this  week  it  will  be  seen  that  members  are  not  all 
satisfied  with  prices  charged  Nby  some  co-operative 
societies. 

The  dissatisfaction  expressed  by  co-operators  is  some- 
times due  to  their  own  misconception  ; and  sometimes 
there  is  some  ground  for  it.  The  grounds  for  it  should 
be  removed,  and  a strenuous  effort  made  by  every  co- 
operative society  to  get  to  the  price  level  of  the  best 
shop  in  the  district. 

Whatever  the  misconception  may  be  that  leads  people 
to  imagine  that  prices  are  wrong  when  they  are  right,  it 
is  a serious  misconception,  and  undoubtedly  deters 
customers  from  doing  what  they  ought  to  do  at  the 
co-operative  stores.  Propaganda  in  the  district  will 
do  much  to  remove  the  misconception,  and  no  pains 
should  be  spared  to  have  that  removed.  Until  it  is 
removed  injustice  is  being  done  to  the  society  by  the 
hesitant  purchasers  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  com- 
mittees who  do  not  take  vigorous  steps  to  put  themselves 
right  on  the  other  hand. 

In  the  matter  of  prices  it  makes  little  difference  in  the 
end  to  the  co-operative  member  whether  there  is  an 
overcharge  or  not,  because,  if  the  overcharge  leads  to 
profit,  the  profit  is  returned  to  the  purchaser,  and  if 
there  would  be  a loss  without  the  overcharge  the  mem- 
bers would  also  share  it. 

This  principle  serves  all  right  in  normal  times,  when 
employment  is  plentiful  and  wages  good,  but  it  ought 
to  be  the  aim  of  the  co-operative  societies  in  times  like 
the  present  not  simply  to  keep  abreast  of  other  traders, 
but  to  get  below  them  in  price,  and  so  make  things 
easier  for  the  member  whose  family  is  suffering  from  a 
diminished  income.  This  duty  was  impressed  upon  co- 
operators  on  Saturday  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  Ulster, 
at  the  opening  of  the  Belfast  Society's  new  premises. 
We  are  glad  to  know  that  many  societies  do  lead,  par- 
ticularly in  those  goods  regained  as  necessaries  of  life, 
and  we  shall  be  happier  still  when  every  society  in  the 
country  is  in  the  same  position. 

With  regard  to  misconceptions  we  have  frequently 
pointed  out  how  these  sometimes  arise.  In  many  cases 
prices  only  are  considered  by  the  potential  purchaser, 
and  quality  is  overlooked.  In  the  same  way  conditions 
of  employment  in  the  co-operative  movement  are  given 
little  consideration  by  the  man.  or  woman  who  visits 
the  store  counter  or  warehouse,  although  this  is  a matter 
which  ought  to  appeal  to  the  trade  unionist  who  con- 
stantly expects  the  best  possible  conditions  and  some- 
times buys  from  the  sweater’s  shop  instead  of  from  the 
establishment  where  the  best  conditions  are  recognised. 

The  entente  cordiale  between  the  trade  union  move- 
ment and  the  co-operative  movement  should  have  more 
apparent  results  than  it  has  in  the  matter  of  co-operative 
trade.  Even  Mr.  Cole,  in  the  address  on  the  Guilds, 
which  we  mentioned  last  week,  recognised  that  the 
co-operative  movement  was  not  out  for  profit  but  for 
service.  We  heartily  wish  that  the  rank  and  file  of 
trade  unionists  throughout  the  country  would  bear  that 
in  mind  and  consider  the  question  of  wages  paid  and 
conditions  given  as  well  as  the  question  of  prices  asked. 

We  have  an  enormous  purchasing  power  within  the 
ranks  of  co-operators  and  trade  unionists,  and  we  are 
looking  forward  to  the  speedy  mobilisation  of  that 
purchasing  power  and  to  seeing  the  results  that  would 
be  produced  from  it  displayed  in  co-operative  balance 
sheets. 


SPOON  FEEDING  THE  PRESS. 

During  the  late  Government’s  career  a system  of 
“ nursing  ” the  press  was  adopted  with  a view  to  in- 
fluencing public  opinion.  Gatherings  of  journalists  were 
addressed  by  Ministers  in  order  that  an  atmosphere 
favourable  to  the  Coalition  should  be  created.  It  was 
assumed  that  with  a change  of  Government  there  would 
be  a change  of  methods.  The  new  Prime  Minister, 
apparently,  has  adopted  one  of  the  favourite  methods 
of  his  predecessor,  who  is  a pastmaster  in  the  " boosting  " 
art.  East  week  there  was  published  in  a few  selected 
London  papers  an  alarming  article,  which  was  issued 
from  Downing-street;  dealing  with  the  unemployed 
marchers.  This  was  sent  out  by  the  Prime  Minister’s 
orders.  The  matter  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Monday  night  on  a motion  for 
adjournment  brought  forward  by  Commander  Ken- 
worthy,  the  outspoken  member  for  Hull,  supported  by 
Mr.  G$o.  Lansbury  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas.  Mr.  Thomas 
revealed  the  inner  working  of  Ministers  to  " nobble  ” the 
press  during  the  miners'  lockout.  ' The  Frirne  Minister’s 
explanation  was  weak  and  unconvincing.  He  explained 


that  his  object  was  to  prevent  a riot.  How  the  publica- 
tion of  sensational  articles  with  scare  heads  would  allay 
a turbulent  spirit  amongst  the  population  he  failed  to 
explain.  Mr.  Robert  Murray,  late  joint  editor  of  the 
" Scottish  Co-operator,”  whose  entry  into  Parliament 
will  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Co-operative  members, 
also  took  part  in  the  discussion,  land  in  a vigorous  speech 
dealt  with  the  question  from  the  working  journalists' 
standpoint.  He  rightly  pointed  out  that  the  Premier's 
explanation  did  not  get  over  the  fact  that  the  Govern- 
ment undertook  to  colour  the  information  which  was 
given  to  the  people  in  regard  to  a serious  and  important 
matter.  The  object  of  this  system  was  to  maintain  the 
position  in  which  wealth  and  power  Were  ranged  defi- 
nitely and  distinctly  against  those  who  were  in  a 
downtrodden  condition  to-day. 

Very  few  of  the  Ministerialists  listened  to  the  debate, 
but  the  whole  of  them  present  were  ready  to  troop  in  the 
division  lobby  to  defeat  the  motion,  which  was  lost  by 
292  to  152  votes. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

ABOUT  OURSELVES. 

From  all  the  Co-operative  candidates  who  fought  in  the  recent 
general  electionwc  have  had  letters’ of  thanks  for  and  apprecia- 
tion of  the  part  which  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” played  in  the 
election.  We  aro  gratified.  We  have  frequent  messages  thank- 
ing us  for  services  rendered  to  societies  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  and  the  help  given  to  the  productive  enterprises, 
especially  of  the  Wholesale  Societies.  It  is  our  function  to  help 
in  carrying  all  co-operative  enterprises  to  success,  whether  it 
be  in  trade,  or  education,  or  in  a political  push.  To  those  who 
are  concerned  directly  and  personally  in  such  co-operative  efforts 
the  value  of  the  Press  is  sufficiently  well  known.  In  those  dis- 
tricts which,  have  gone  through  the  struggle  of  an  election  cam- 
paign on  the  co-operative  platform  for  the  first  time  it  has  been 
recognised  that  the  “ Co-operative  News,”  in  spite  of  all  that 
it  did  during  the  last  month,  was  all  too  little  to  combat  the 
influences  of  the  hostile  printing  press.  We  are  hopeful  that  the 
next  few  weeks  will  see  the  beginning  of  a bigger  wave  of  enthu- 
siasm for  the  Co-operative  Press.  We ' have  learned  in  most 
directions  that  we  must  depend  upon  our  own  co-operative 
-efforts  to  promote  our  co-operative  interests.  We  already  know 
that  the  capitalistic  influences  in  industry  will  not  do  the  move- 
ment any  good  ; and  we  ought  to  recognise  that  /the  Press  sub- 
sidised by  capitalist  interests  will  not  do  anything  to  assist  the 
movement,  whatever  it  jnay  do  in  the  opposite  direction. 

“THE  TRADE”  AND  TAXATION. 

Mr.  Emil  Davies,  in  the  “ New  Statesman  ” last  week,  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  while  the  big  manufacturing  under- 
takings of  the  country  arc  having  to  pass  their  dividends  . . . 
the  breweries  and  distilleries  are  increasing  their  dividends  and 
distributing  shar  e bonuses.”  The  statement  giyes  point  to  our 
contention,  on  the  eve  of  the  general  election,  that  the  Ministerial 
proposal  to  reduce  the  price  of  beer  to  the  consumer  by  reducing 
the  tax  and  not  the  profit,  was  a proposal  in  the  interests  of 
“ the  trade  ” rather  than  in  the  interests  of  the  consumer.  The 
chairman  of  one  brewery  company  has  declared  that  the  high 
tax  is  a form  of  “ prohibition,”  because,  according  to  this 
authority,  there  has  been  a decrease  iu  the  sale  of  beer  as  between 
the  first  five  months  of  this  year  as  compared  with  the  first  five 
months  of  last  year.  If  there  is  to  he  a reduction  in  the  price 
of  this  commodity  to  the  consumer,  the  reduction  ought  surely 
to  come  from  the  brewers'  who  “ are  increasing  their  dividends 
and  distributing  share  bonuses,”  rather  than  from  the  revenues 
of  a nation  which  is  7,800  millions  in  debt. 

CO-OPERATION  AND  BETTING. 

Is  it  not  time  that  the  Government  imposed  a limit  on  the  use 
of  the  word  co-operative  so  far  as  business  organisations  are  con- 
cerned ? Only  the  other  week  we  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
operations  of  a company  which  called  itself  a co-operative  thrift 
collecting  society.  This  week  the  National  Co-operative  Turf 
Association  claims  our  attention.  The  association  has  just  been 
registered  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Act,  and 
as  the  law  stands  there  is  no  legal  ground  for  complaint.  Appa- 
rently those  behind  the  association  have  in  view  exemption  from 
-taxation  returns  on  betting  transactions.  The  I.  and  P.  Act  is 
a fairly  big  umbrella,  but  it  will  be  news  to  most  people  that  it 
is  big  enough  to  shelter  organisations  connected  with  the  “ odds 
on  ” business.  The  Act  was  certainly  not  framed  with  that 
object  in  view,  and  it  will  be  generally  agreed  that  a little 
tightening  up  will  not  do  the  public  any  harm.  The  Co-operativa 
Union  has  got  its  eye  on  this  latest  form  of  co-operative  trading, 
and  it  will  be  surprising  if  it  does  not  redouble  its  efforts  to  get 
ft  piece  of  amending  legislation  pushed  through  the  House  of 
Commons.  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

THE  UNEMPLOYED  IN  LONDON. 

The  Prime  Minister  has  apparently  made  up  his  mind  not  to 
see  the  unemployed  who  have  gone  up  to  London  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  to  voice  their  grievance  and  to  ask  for  redress. 
That,  at  any  rate,  was  where  he  stood  on  Wednesday  evening. 
The  Prime  Minister  would  probably  be  one  of  the  first  to  admit 
that  the  men  have  a case,  but  he  is  not  prepared  to  hoar  it  unless 
it  is  first  of  all  poured  into  the  ears  of  some  subsidiary  Minister. 
The  men,  on  the  other  hand,  contend  that  unemployment  is  a 
question  of  national  importance,  and  that  the  man  to  deal  with 
it  is  the  head  of  the  Ministry.  The  men  would  probably  be  able 
to  say  all  they  bad  to  say  in  half-an-hour  or  so,  and  if  the  Prime 
Minister  cannot  spare  that  amount  of  time  to  receive  the  depu- 
tation he  must  be  a far  busier  man  than  wo  took  him  to  be. 
But  we  suspect  it  is  not  so  much  a question  of  time  as  it  is  n 
dignity  and  procedure.  Let  these  stumbling-blocks  be  remove  , 
let  the  deputation  be  received  and  shown  that  the  Governnien 
is  in  earnest  about  this  unemployment  question;  and  the  chances 
arc  that  the  unemployed  will  march  back  hojntj  in  a faf  bappier 
frame  of  mind,  ' I. 
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MR.  ANEURIN  WILLIAMS,  EX-M.P. 

A PERSONAL  TRIBUTE. 


By  IDWARD  OWEN  GREENING. 


Amid  the  paeans 


THE  THEATRE  IN  LONDON. 


of  rejoicing  over 
four  political  vic- 
tories I li  a v e 
searched  in  vain  for 
a sentence  of  regret 
at  the  loss  to  our 
movement,  of  one 
of  the  most  un- 
selfish and  devoted 
friends  that  co- 
operation ever  had 
in  Parliament.  Not 
a drop  of  ink  can 
apparently  be 
spared  to  express 
appreciation  of  lifelong  service  given  freely  and 
fully  to  our  cause.  It  is  now  nearly  forty  years 
since  Mr.  Aneurin  Williams,  then  a young  man 
of  high  education  and  in  good  position,  sought 
the  advice  of  Professor  Marshall  on  a rather 
unusual  quest.  Mr.  Williams  had  been  trained 
for  the  law,  but  had  no  need  to  practice  at  the 
Bar  for  a livelihood.  He  wanted  to  know  how . 
best  he  could  serve  the  cause  of  humanity,  and 
especially  the  cause  of  the  workers,  with  his 
time,  his  talents,  his  special  knowledge,  and 
his  private  means.  Professor  Marshall,  who 
at  one  time  was  one  of  oiir  Congress  presidents, 
advised  him  to  give  himself  to  our  co-operative 
movement,  and  especially  to  the  productive 
side  of  it,  which  most  required  help,  both 
financially  and  by  educated  assistance.  Young 
Williams  accepted  the  advice,  and  has  ever 
since,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  given  himself 
ungrudgingly  to  the  work  without  seeking 
pay  or  other  kind  of  reward.  Wherever  groups 
of  poor  workers  have  struggled  in  productive 
societies  to  raise  themselves  he  has  placed 
at  their  disposal  his  sendees  as  unpaid  clerk, 
his  knowledge  as  legal  adviser,  and  his  purse 
as  cashier.  When  the  Crystal  Palace  Festivals 
needed  help  of  any  kind  to  increase  the  means 
of  enjoyment  for  co-operators,  their  wives,  and 
little  ones  orithose  joyous  August  days,  Aneurin 
Williams  was  ever  helpful.  In  the  early  days 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance, 
when  the  death  of  Edward  Vansittart  Nea'le 
threw  upon  me  the  whole  burden  of-  bringing 
up  the  young  weakling  to  working  strength,  I 
had  to  look  for  friends  of  co-operation  capable, 
by  their  knowledge  of  modem  languages  and 
European  nations,  to  aid  me  without  pay,  I 
found  the  necessary  help  in  two  good  men,  viz:, 
Henry  W.  Wolff  and  Aneurin  Williams.  No 
co-operative  work  which  has  required  aid  that 
Mr.  Williams  could  give  has  ever,  I am  sure, 
Bought  his  help  in  vain.  He  reminds  me  most 


of  Eclwftrd  Vansittart  Neule  amongst  all  tho 
throng  of  good  men  I have  known. 

Nor  have  his  services  to  humanity  been 
limited  to  our  movement.  The  success  of  the 
first  Garden  City  is  more  due  to  his  untiring 
efforts  and  willing  sacrifices  than  to  those  of 
any  other  man.  There  was  an  effort  to  estab- 
lish a co-operative  press  at  Letchworth,  which 
for  many  years  seemed  likely  to  become  a, 
feature,  of  the  place.  To  this  Mr.  Williams 
gave  unstinted  aid  during  its  career,  and  helped 
to  realise  its  property,  without  loss  for  the 
invest  ora,  when  the  venture  ceased  to-  be 
hopeful. 

For  the  poor  harassed  and  persecuted 
Armenians  and  other  sufferers  in  recent  times 
Mr.  Williams  has  given  days  and  nights  of 
work  and  money  to  his  utmost  ability.  To 
all  this  must  be  added  his  ever-ready  courtesy 
and  help  to  all  sections  of  co-operators,  in  and 
out  of  Parliament,  whenever  necessity  has 
come  upon  us,  and  also  the  fact  that  he  has 
ever  avoided  competing  for  positions  of  pay, 
profit,  or  honour.  For  in  private  life  Mr. 
Williams  is  one  of  the  most  self-denying  and 
lovable  of  _men.  During  his  w'hole  career  he 
has  suffered  from  the  pains  of  weak  digestion, 
compelling  him  to  deny  himself  all  pleasures 
of  the  table  and  many  of  the  commonest  com- 
forts of  meals.  He  has  had,  too,  a special 
sorrow  to  bear.  Early  in  life  he  married  one 
who  was  a schoolfellow  with  my  daughter  at 
the  ^orth  London  Collegiate  School.  She 
was  esteemed  the  beauty  of  that  great 
academy.  But  illness  came  upon  her,  which , 
rendered  .Jier  a permanent  invalid,  and  she 
had  to  be  much  away  from  home  to  winter 
in  Egypt  and  other  less  rigorous  climes  than 
our  own.  So  that  Mr.  Williams  was  much 
deprived  of  that  which  makes  the  necessary 
complement  of  every  happy  home — the  pre- 
siding presence  of  a loving  wife. 

I could  not  write  or  say  all  this  in  regard 
for,  and  appreciation  of,  my  colleague  were  he 
present.  But,  seeking  health  in  a long  voyage, 
he  is  far  away  ; and  has  lost,  in  his  absence, 
his  dear  wife  and  his  place  of  usefulness  in 
Parliament.  I cannot  forbid  myself  the  oppor- 
tunity of  testifying  to  co-operators  that  in  Mr. 
Williams’  exclusion  from  the  House  of  Com- 
mons they  have  sustained  the  loss  of  the 
services  of  one  of  the  best  and  noblest  of  men. 


"May  | suggest  that  the  ‘Militate 
Monthly,’  a Gd.  magazine,  is  a splendid  in- 
vestment,” writes  a ‘‘Railway  Review” 
correspondent  "It  contnin6  articles  of  an 
instructive  nature  and  is^a  real  educational 
treat.  T,ry  it!” 


I have  just  come  away  from  a West  End 
theatre.  The  hysterical  shrieks'  and  giggles 
of  its  audience  lire  still  startling  my  ears, 
and  I recall  most  vividly  the  expression  of 
vacuous  satisfaction  on  the  well-fed  faces 
crowding  the  vestibule  as  we  emerged  at 
the  fall  of  the  curtain.  "The  Cat  and  the 
Canary  was  the  name  on  the  playbill.  An 
American  melodrama,  it  appeared  to  be, 
in  which  a kindly  old  lawyer,  in  the  act  of 
warning  the  heiress  that  she  is  in  great 
danger,  m suddenly  grasped  by  invisible 
hands  and  whisked  (away  into  nothingness: 
m which  the  heroine  puts  on  a costly  neck- 
lace left  her  in  a dead  uncle's  will,  retires 
to  bed,  and  as  she  sleeps  a ghastly  white 
hand  appears  over  her  and  detaches  the 
necklace  from  her  lovely  throat;  in  which 
all  the  characters  gently  express  their  scep- 
ticism when  the  unnerved  heroine  tries  to 
describe  the  mysterious  theft,  until  she 
goes  to  the  place  in  the  wall  where  she 
imagines  the  hand  to  have  emerged  ; then 
she  taps  the  panel,  which  swings  open,  anH 
the  kindly  old  lawyer’s  corpse  falls  at  her 
feet ! . . . 

There  are  many  happenings  of  the  same 
exciting  quality,  only  I may  not  even  hint 
at  them,  for  the  programme  begged  me  not 
to.  Night  after  night  the  aforesaid  shrieks 
and  giggles  are-  repeated  in  the  audience, 
and  the  Shaftesbury  Theatre  is  crowded  at 
every  performance.  Across  the  street  at 
the  Lyric  there  is  a ‘‘musical  ” production 
equally  successful,  and  there  the  play-bill 
reads:  " ‘ Whirled  into  Happiness’ — come  | 
and  see  the  £1,000  a week  comedian,  Billy 
Merson.”  I do  not  feel  there  is  any  pur- 
pose in  tabulating  the  forty  other  London 
theatrical  performances  that  are  experi- 
encing success  or  failure  at  the  moment  of 
writing,  seeing  that  in  the  midst  of 
apparent  life  several  such  entertainments 
are  overtaken  by  sudden  death  every  week. 
But,  considered  in  the  average,  our  theatres 
may  be  roughly  divided  up  as  representing 
the  two  divisions  of  fake-melodrama  and 
so-called  ‘‘musical  ” pie  already  referred 
to.  The  worthy  play  is,  as  usual,  at  a dis- 
count. Nor  with  the  hurly-burly  of  Christ- 
inas preparations  already  overtaking  us  is 
it  of  any  use  to  hope  that,, with  the  political 
elections  over,  the  world  of  the  English 
theatre  will  be  settling  down  again  for 
several  months  to  come. 

To  take  stock  of  those  few  plays  now 
being  performed  that  have  any  artistic  or 
dramatic  worth  is  the  real  purpose  of  this 
article.  By  " artistic  ” I mean  the  play 
whose  one  aim  is  always  to  make  the  spirit 
glad— to  set  it,  in.  Nietzsche's  phrase, 

dancing  with  arms  and  legs.  

Actually,  there  are  less,  than  a dozen 
theatres  in  the  capital  at  which  work  with 


any  artistic  pretensions  whatsoever  is  being 
performed"  this  autumn.  Of  these  theatres 
five  are  simply  continuing  the  productions 
of  spring,  and  one  is  the  Lyric,  Hammer- 
smith, where  “ The  Beggar’s  Opera”  has 
run  for  two  years.  I have  already  written 
about  and  recommended  “Dear  Brutus” 
and  “ Shall  We  Join  the-  Ladies?”  by  Sir 
James  Barrie;  “Loyalties,”  by  John  Gals- 
worthy, (with  qualifications);  ‘‘The  Second 
Mrs.  Tanqueray,”  by  Sir  Arthur  Pinero 
(rather  for  the  acting  of  'Miss  Gladys 
Coopt r,  however);  and  "The  Dover  Road,1' 
by  A.  A.  Milne.  This  leaves  a mere  half- 
dozen,  then,  for  me  to  draw  attention  to 
here.  And  of  these,  “ Julius  Caesar  ” and 
"Henry  IV.”  at  the . Old  Vic,  "The 
Scandal  ” at  the  New,'  and  Pinero’s  “ Mid- 
Channel"  at  the  Royalty,  need  only  o 
passing  word,  because  tho  first  two  are 
Shakespeare  done  in  the  Old  Vic’s  charac- 
teristic manner,  and  the  others  are  pro- 
ductions of  less  importance  as  plays  than  as 
opportunities  for  the  brilliant  acting  of 
Miss  Sybil  Thorndike  and  Miss  Irene  Van- 
brugh. “Mary  Stuart,”  at  the  Everyman 
Theatre,  and  Miss  Thorndike’s  interpreta- 
tion of  Beatrice  Conci  in  her  Monday 
matinee  revival  of  Shelley’s  great  poetic 
play  deserve  more  attention  than  my  space 
will  allow  in  this  article. 

"The  Immortal  Hour,”  by  Fiona 
Macleod,  set  to  music  by  Rutland  Boiigliton, 
has  run  for  nearly  two  months  at  the  new 
Regent,  and  ite  reception  has  been  mixed. 
Some  critics  spoke  of  it  in  superlatives, 
while  at  least  one  has  - dismissed  it  as  a 
mere  hotch-potch  of  spook  ghosts  and 
spook  poetry.  I have  attended  several  per- 
formances, and  I think  that  to  go  to 
extremes  about  them  is  a mistake.  Fiona 
Macleod  (or  rather,  William  Sharp),  was  a 
poet  who  had  the  Celtic  mythology,  seem 
even  more  “ woolly  ” and  vague  than 
it  actually  is,  but  the  producers  have  done 
a good  deal  of  “cutting,”  and  Air. 
Boughton’s  music  is  remarkably  in  keep- 
ing, beautiful  to  listen  to.  The  setting  of 
the  first  act,  by  Paul  Shelving,  interprets 
in  an  almost  perfect  way.  both  play  and 
music,  and  incidentally  it  is  a kind  of  re- 
assurance for  those  who  imagine  that  when 
Air.  Gordon  Craig  comes  into  his  own  there 
will  be  no  place  on  the  stage  for  the  play- 
wright and  the  actor!  Air.  Shelving’s  set- 
ting, of  which  I understand  a photograph 
is  to  be  reproduced  in  the  December  issue 
of  the  " Alillgate  Alonthly,”  preserves  a 
fine  proportion.  The  audience  at  the 
Regent,  by  the  way,  is  a curious  mixture 
of  “ high-brows  ” and  the  ordinary  play- 
goer; it  reminds  me  strongly  of  the  quiet, 
refined  crowd  that  used  to  be  seen  in  the 
good  old  repertory  days  at  the  Alanchester 
Gaiety. 


Ain.  A.  Williams. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Alanchester,  Wednesday. 
His  many  friends  in  the  co-operative  move- 
ment will  regret  to  hear  that  Air.  A.  E.  Thrcad- 
giU  (C.W.S.  director)  has  been  ordered  a 
Eomewhat  lengthy  rest  from  business.  He  ha3 
the  good  wishes  of  all  my  readers,  Of  that  I 
quite  sure. 

Ax  interesting  account  of  a conversation 
that  look  place  at  Vienna  recently  between  a 
member  of  the  C.W.S.  board  and  Dr.  Renner 
(Austrian  Chancellor  during  the  war)  was 
given  at  a northern  co-operative  conference  on 
Bafrmlay.  Air.  J.  Oliver  (C.W.S.  director)  said 
that  he  asked,  when  in  Vienna,  whether  tho 
-W.S.  could  offer  any  help  to  the  country  in 
its  present  difficulties.  Afterwards  he  was 
invited  to  lunch  by  Dr.  Renner,  who  said  : 
Oliver,  when  you  go  back  to  your  country 
c thmn  that  we  in  this  country  have  suffered 
cnibly,  but  we  deserve  to  suffer.  We  were 
^sponsible  for  the  war.  But  I wonder,  also, 

3 °u  will  tell  them  that  we  are  looking  forward 
0 the  day  when  co-opera  tors  throughout  the 
"°ild,  banded  together,  will  prevent  a 
..recurrence  of  that  terrible  catastrophe.” 

One  of  the  institutions  at  Leman-street. 
tl  dining-table,  at  which  several  of 

>e  heads  of  department  assemble  to  feed 
•mm selves,  both  physically  and  mentally, 
ten  they  are  reinforced  by  well-known  eo- 
I*rat.ve  workers,  and  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexan- 
j,  .las’  H‘nc<J  Ids  removal  to  London,  been 
j.„8u  ar‘y  welcomed  at  the  table.  There  he 
ti  a|  ea,,ICt*  k°w  to  frame  answers  to  poli- 
f.i.  co-operative  conundrums,  and  his 
•el  WH  |IH‘rs  naturally  take  credit  to  them- 
lor  the  training  ],e  ha«  had  which 


helped  to  secure  his  return  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  is  the  first  12-30  diner  at 
Leman-street  to  reach  Westminster,  and, 
by  the  wish  of  this  colleagues,  I now  pub- 
licly congratulate  him  upon  his  success. 
It  is  not  a long  underground  run  from 
Alark-lane  to  . Westminster  Bridge,  and 
doubtless  there  will  be  much  reciprocal 
entertainment  between  the  new  Co-opera- 
tive Members  at  Westminster  and  their 
old  Co-operative  colleagues  at  Leman- 
street. 


AIr.  Peter  AIalcolm,  of  Kilmarnock,  has 
scored  a singular  success  in  the  election  to  fill 
the  vacancy  on  the  S.C.W.S.  board  caused  by 
the  death  of  the  tete  Bailie  George  Thomson. 
There  were  twenty-two  candidates.  Mr.  Mal- 
colm polled  351  votes,  and  the  others  only 
managed  291  among  them,  so  that  he  romped 
in  a first  favourite.  If  I am  not  mistaken, 
this  is  only  the  second  time  that  a candidate 
has  succeeded  ou  the  first  ballot  since  the 
system  of  an  exhaustive  vote  was  adopted 
by  the  S.C.W.S.  Mr.  AIalcolm  was  an  em- 
ployee of  the  S.C.W.S.,  and  had  to  resign  his 
office  to  regularise  his  nomination.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  “ Scottish  Co-operator  ’> 


Society,  and,  since  the  amalgamation,  of  the 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society.  He 
was  president  of  the  Kilmarnock  Society,  and 
although  an  unsuccessful  co-operative  candi- 
date at  the  1918  general  election,  he  was 
formerly  a member  of  the  Leith  Town  Council 
and  a bailie  ©f  the  borough. 

A woman  member  of  a society’s  board  of 
management,  waiting  at  an  exhibition  for 
sample  bottles  of  C.W.S.  productions  to  arrive 
had  the  following  telegram  handed  to  her . 
“ Miniature  goods  sent  by  mother  this  morn_ 
ing.”  Puzzled,  she  sought  enlightenment  at 
the  hands  of  the  manager,  who,  from  “ in_ 
formation  received  ” previously,  was  able  to 
inform  her  that  “ mother  ” was  a mistake  for 
“ motor.”  ♦ ♦ ♦ 

“ We’ve  got  quite  enough  talkers.  What 
we  want  is  workers,”  said  Councillor  Halstead, 
of  Dewsbury,  the  secretary  of  the  Dewsbury 
District  Conference  Association,  at  Churwell  on 
Saturday.  Abraham  Lincoln,  he  went  on  to 
say,  once  had  charge  of  a barge  which  had  a 
six-foot  boiler  and  a nine-foot  whistle,  and 
when  the  whistle  blew  the  barge  stopped  ! “ It 
was  the  same  in  the  co-operative  movement,” 
he  added.  “ There  is  so  much  talking  and  so 
much  whistling  that  there  is  not  enough  steam 
left  to  help  to  carry  on  the  cause.” 

Some  election  stories  are  being  passed 
around  now  the  stress  and  strife  are  over. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Alallon,  tho  Labour  candidate 
for  a Herts  division,  and  the  popular 
warden  of  Toynbee  Hall,  was  accused  by 
an  elector  of  not  sufficiently  caring  for  the 
empire  " on  which  the  sun  never  sets.” 

" Don’t  you  trouble  about  the  sun  never 
setting,”  was  Air.  Alallon’s  retort,  " but 
think  of  the  W(iges  which; never  rhe.” 

, . Out.  and  A hoot. 
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doesn’t  know  what  happened  »t  the  last  ex-  | 
plosion.” 

“ As  a matter  of  fact  I do,  the  doctor 
declared.  “ Your  son  told  me.  I think  that 
will  convince  you  he  is  not  dead.  His  leg  is 
broken,  a simple  fracture.  Now  you  Know 
the  worst.”  T,  , 

“ It  sounds  had  enough,  Paul  com- 
mented. “Mending  a broken  leg  is  a slow 
business.” 

“ It.  will  be  eight  or  ten  weeks  before  he 
is  about  again,”  the  doctor  admitted. 

“ But  lie  is  in  the  right  place  for  pursuing 
3iis  studies.  Suppose  you  come  round  to- 
morrow and  talk  to  him.” 

“Thank  you,”  said  Rose,  who  had  re- 
covered some -of  her  colour.  “ We’ll  l>e  sure 
to  iconic.  I hope  you’ll  excuse  my  words, 
fir;  but  when  you  said  he  had  gone  down 
that  pit,  [ saw  death.” 

“ You  bore  it  very  well,”  the  doctor 
assured  In?r.  “ There  is  no  need  to  worry. 
Wo  shall. look  after  him.  It  would  never 
do  to  turn  out  one  of  our  craft  badly 
mended,  you  know.” 

“ Just  think  of  that,”  snid  Hose,  when  the 
visitor  departed.  “ After  all  these  years. 
Thank  God  it’s  no  worse.  But  he  ought 
not  to  have  gone  down.” 

“Perhaps  not,”  Paul  responded.  “But 
you  wouldn’t  have  him  less  brave  than  his 
father.  After  all,  a broken  leg  will  mend.” 
Next  morning,  when  Paul  was  reading 
several  letters  brought  by  the  postman. 
Hose  caught  sight  of  liis  face. 

“ Paul,”  she  cried,  “ what’s  the 
matter?” 

“ I don’t  know,”  he  answered,  his  voice 
shaking  a little.  “Sir  William  wants  the 
money  back,  immediate  payment.” 

“Want’s  it  back  at  once!”  exclaimed 
Rose.  “ But  you  explained  at  the  time  that 
you  would  pay  it  back  as  soon  as  John  began 
earning  something.  That  was  understood.” 
“Clearly,”  Paul  agreed.  “But  I’ve  no 
writing  to  that  effect,  and  he  has  a promis- 
sory note.” 

“ But  he  can’t  want  it,”  Hose  insisted 
angrily.  “ He's  rolling  in  money.  What 
does  it  mean  ?” 

“ There’s  only  one  way  of  learning,”  Paul 
replied.  “ I'll  go  and  see  him.” 

“Do,”  said  Hose  angrily.  “Tiler?  must 
be  some  mistake.  There  must  be.” 

Paul  nodded,  and  putting  on  his  bat.  set 
out  for  Stelfar  Park.  Think  as  be  would  he 
could  find  no  explanation  of  the  sudden 
demand.  The  money  bad  been  lent  on  a 
clear  understanding,  and  it  was  absurd  to 
suppose  that  Sir  William  needed  it.  Even 
If  lie  did,  immediate  repayment  was 
impossible. 


It  was  nearly  noon  when,  lie  returned  to 
the  cottage.  One  glance  at  his  face  told 
Hose  that  things  had  not  gone  well. 

“What’s  he  say?”  she  asked  abruptly. 

Paul  hung  up  his  hat  and  sat  down. 
“ You’d  better  drop  your  work  and  sit 
down,”  ho  said. 

Hose  obeyed,  looking  at  him  anxiously, 
while  lie  filled  his  pipe  and  lit  it.  Faced  by 
a crisis,  lie  always  became  deliberate. 

“There’s  sometliing  wrong,  lass,”  lie  said 
at  last.  “ Si(r  William  wouldn't  we  me. 
Tarrant  did.  All  I could  get  out  of  him  was 
that  the  letter  represented  his  employer’s 
wish,  and  the  money  must  he  paid.  H's 
not  much  good  arguing  with  a dummy  that 
works  by  machinery.  He’d  simply  go  on 
ticking  iike  a clock.  So  I left  him.” 

“You  told  him  we  couldn’t  pay?’  said! 
Hose. 

“I  told  him  I’d  make  any  arrangement 
that’s  in  my  power,”  Paul  answered. 
“ And  I offered  to  give  up  one-third  of  my 
salary.  It  won’t  lie  accepted.  There’s 
something  in  the  wind , and  I can't  catch 
the  moaning  of  it.  All  we  can  do  is  sit 
tight  and  wait  for  the  next  move. 

" Have  you  had  any  complaints  about 
your  work?”  Hose  asked. 

“Not  one,”  was  the  emphatic  reply. 
“ Nothing  but  praise.  I’ve  never  bad  a 
wrong  word  with  him,  either.  It’s  a facer.” 

“ And  John  is  in  lh|e  Infirmary  with  a 
broken  leg,”  said  Hose,  blinking  back  the 
tears.  “Troubles  always  seem  to  come  in 
lumps,  somehow.  Is  there  no  way  of-  rais- 
ing £200,  on  the  furniture  or  on  your 
salary?” 

Paul  shook  his  head.  “We'll  wait  and 
see  what  happens,”  lie  answered.  “ I may 
be  wring,  but  I’m  afraid  the  demand  is  a 
step  to  something  else.  We  shall  see.” 

“ It’s  downright  heartbreaking,”  said 
Hose.  “Just  when  everything  looked  so 
promising.  If  you  give  up  a third  of  your 
salary,  how  is  John  to  finish  his  course? 
It’s  a strain  now,  as  much  as  we  can  stand.” 

“ You'll  say  nothing  to  him,”  Paul  an- 
swered firmly.  “ let  the  lad  get  hot  tor. 
'l  ime  enough  for  him  to  face  trouble- when 
lie’s  fit  for  it. 

Let’B  get  dinner  over  and  go  and  see  him. 
Put  a smile  on,  lass,  and  stiffen  your  neck. 
We’re  not  dead  yet.” 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 


“ A splendid  asset  to  the  co-operative 
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ARE  PRICES  TOO  HIGH? 

TRADE  THAT  IS  GOING  OUTSIDE. 
READERS’  OPINIONS  AND  SUGGESTIONS. 


We  have  received  numerous  letters  on  the 
question  of  loyalty  and  trade,  but  we  are 
unable  to  publish  them  all.  Below,  however, 
we  give  some  of  the  chief  points  touched 
upon  by  our  correspondents : — 

W.  T.  Holly  well  (Wrexham)  contends  that 
it  is  worse  than  useless  for  men  and  women 
to  go  about  the  country  preaching  loyalty, 
libelling  the  Men’s  and  Women’s  Guilds,  and 
r.ot  paying  any  attention  to  thb  causes  why 
members  in  many  instances  are  decreasing 
their  purchases,  and  in  other  instances 
leaving  the  stores  altogether.  This  corre- 
spondent states  that  a large  proportion  of 
the  working  classes  have  been  brought  below 
existence  level,  “and  is  without  the  means 
to  a lvan.ee  immediate  payment  for  goods  re- 
ceived, but  no  credit  is  allowed.”  He  there- 
fore asks  “if  no  accommodation  and  no 
facilhies  are  given  to  enable  members  to 
maintain  their  membership,  why  scream  the 
word  disloyal?” 

“ A Well-wisher  of  the  Co-operative  Move- 
ment ” makes  ft  plica  for  some  system 
whereby  the  low  wages  of  the  working  people 
can  be  spent  to  the  best  advantage,  and  sug- 
gests : “ Could  not  a weekly  collector  go 
round  after  the  style  of  the  insurance  col- 
lector, collecting  such  amounts  each  week 
ns  the  housewife  can  spare  till  she  gets  in 
the  region  of  £1  ? Then  the  collector  pre- 
sents her  with  a cheque  on  the  local  stores 
for  a pound’s  worth  of  goods.  The  multiple 
shops,  in  their  club  system,  take  no  risks 
in  regard  to  bad  paying.  The  women  hold- 
ing the  clubs  take  the  risk.  I think  there 
are  women  in  the  co-operative  movement 
who  would  be  quite  willing  to  take  the  risk 
and  trouble  of  collecting  the  cash  weekly  if 
they  were  allowed  a small  commission  for 
their  trouble,  Arc.  The  multiple  shops  allow 
Is.  6d.  in  the  pound.  I expect  this  is  tacked 
on  to  the  price  of  the  goods.” 

“ Brynmore  ” points  out  that  the  private 
traders  are  making  a determined  effort  to 
capture  trad#?  “ by  offering  foodstuffs, 
often  of  questionable  quality,  in  brightly- 
labelled  cans,  cartons.  &c.,  to  nUr 
wavering  customers,  whoso  very  motto 
now  is  no  longer  ‘ purest  and  best,’ 
but  f cheapest  at  any  price.’  ” He 
contends . that  it  is  the  duty  of  committee- 
men and  officials  to  keep  the  members  in- 
formed of  the  progress  and  objects  of  the 
movement,  and  to  use  leaflets,  posters,  films, 
&c.,  to  achieve  this  object. 

Why  Is  It? 

A,  Edwards  (Guildford)  writes:  “It 

seems  a great  pity  that  some  of  our  factories 
should  be  working  short  time,  whilst  we  are 
selling  private  traders’  goods  over  our 
counters,  and  thus  relieving  them  of  the  cost 
of  distribution  of  their  goods  and  assisting 
them  in  building  up  their  reserves  to  fight 
the  co-operative  movement..”. 

Referring  to  a recent  tide  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
C'atell,  who  counsels  the  stocking  of  pro- 
prietary goods  by  societies,  but  the  said 
articles  to  be  non-dividend  bearing.  William 
Queen  says  : “ There  are  goods— and  I speak 
as  a loyal  co-operator  of  over  twenty-five 
years — in  which  the  private  trader  excels* 
over  the  movement.  The  member  ought  not 
to  be  forced  to  buy  and  to  use  those  things 
he  does  not  like.  Force  of  this  kind  is  the 
blatant  and  indefensible  instrument  of  the 
worst  form  of  autocracy.  Why  should  any 
individual  arrogantly  tell  me  the  things  I 
should  eat  and  wear?  I am  old  enough  and 
stupid  enough,  if  you  will,  to  be  able  to 
please  myself.  And  I will.  There  are  others 
with  the  same  view-point.  Secondly,  the 
co-operator  who  cannot  get  the  proprietary 
article  at  his  branch  shop  will  often  go  to 
the  the  private  trader  for  said  article,  and 
while  there  will  probably  purchase  other 
goods,  and  may  eventually  buy  everything 
there.  In  my  opinion,  the  C.W.S.  can  make 
soap  equal  to  any  firm,  but  because  of  that 
belief  1 would  not  compel  any  member  to 
purchase  C.W.S.  soup.  But  I would  reason 
with  the  member  while  supplying  - him  oi- 
lier with  soap  made  by  the  private  firm. 
Intolerance  begets  hostility,  and  hostility 
loses  friends.” 

A Strright  Talfc. 

“ S.  P.  Q.  R.”  says:  “A. have  given  up 
asking  anyone  to  join  our. (Society,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  I have  to  purchase  so 
many  of  my  own  goods  outside.  Why  am  I 
not  loyal?  Would  our  soldiers  lie  as  loyal  to- 
day as  in  1914  after  the  unfulfilled  promises 
made  to  them?  Being  out  iff  work,  my  wife 
irons  out  her  pound  Aote  to  get  as  many 
articles  as  she  can  for  it.  Last  week,  for 
instance,  the  cheapest  store  jam  was  Is. 
4Jd.,  size  2;  but  outside  1 am  getting  excel- 
lent colonial  jam  at  lOjd.  per  two  pounds. 
Lyle's  syrup  was  Is.  Id.,  hut  I got  it  at  a 
little  shop  for  Is.  ljd.  Macaroni  was  7d. 
per  pound  and  rice  6d.  per  pound,  but  the 
multiple  shop  can  do  both  of  ns  good  quality 
at  4d.  per  pound.  Butter  in  two  separate 
deliveries  was  rancid  at  2s.  2d.  per  pound, 
whilst  the  private  trader’s  was  perfection 
at  2s.  . . . I once  went  to  n quarterly  meet- 
ing, at  which  I pointed  out  we  were  losing 
sales  owing  to. high  prices,  and  was  told  by 
tlie  chairman  that  if  I was  going  from  shop 
to  shop  to  try  and  save  pennies,  I was  not 
wanted  at  the  stores.  Another  member 
complained  about  C.W.S.  goods  being  dearer 
than  at  our  co-operative  neighbour  a qiile 
cj?  'two  way.  The  chairman  appealed  to  the 
loyalty  of  the  members,  and  said  for  C.W.S. 
goods  we  could  not  be  beaten.  I pnssecl  our 


neighbour’s  shop  the  next  day,  and  noticed 
three  C.W.S.  articles  in.  the  window  at  6}d., 
lOid.,  and  Is.  fid.,  whereas  ours  we-e  7)d., 
Hid.,  and  Is.  8d.  respectively.  They  pay  a 
dividend,  and  we  do  not.  What  about  fixed 
prices  and  advertising  ? . . . I can  forgive 
the  majority  of  committee  members  not 
understanding  trading  methods,  but  if  they 
devoted  their  time  in  the  board  room  to 
managing  ‘ the  stores,’  instead  of  discuss- 
ing the  management  of  the  municipalities  or 
tha  universe,  I think  a little  more  trado 
would  result.” 

I was  very  much  interested  in  your 
article,  ‘ Shoulders  to  the  Wheel,'  ” writes 
“A  Loyal  Co-operator.”  “In  it  you  say 
members  are  buying  goods  outside  their  own 
stores,  which  I confess  is  true;  but  what  are 
people  to  do  when  they  have  only  a very 
small  amount?  They  are  glad  to  go  to  the 
place  where  they  can  get  goods  the  cheapest. 
Why  should  we  have  to  take  our  money  else- 
where? . There  are  hundreds  of  our  members 
leaving,  and  can  you  wonder  at  it?  The 
prices  are  out  of  all  bounds.  Some  things 
are  as  much  as  4d.,  6d.,-and  8d.  per  pound 
above  private  traders’  prioes.” 

Cash  or  Credit? 

“ An  Unemployed  Co-operator  ” and  D.  P. 
Jones,  writing  from  South  Wales,  also  com- 
plain of  the  high  prices  charged  in  local 
societies,  and  the  difficulties  of  members 
who  have  had  their  wages  reduced.  The 
former  says:  “I  have  been  a co-operator 
for  years,  and  I had  a small  amount  of  sharfe 
capital  in  the  local  society  when  the  stoppage 
of  last  year  occurred.  Being  responsible  for 
the  feeding  of  ten  besides  nivs°lf.  I soon  got 
through  the  little  J had,  and  I also  got  into 
debt  with  the  society,  in  common  with  bun- 
ders of  others.  When  work  was  resumed, 
the  board  of  management  decided  that  all 
trade  with  lapsed  members  should  be  strictly 
cash ; but  they  have  not  done  anything  to- 
wards keeping  down  prices.  In  fact,  the 
price  of  butter  is  this  week  4d.  a pound 
higher  than  in  other  shops,  and  bacon  is 
3d.  ji  pound  dearer.  Most  other  articles  are 
also  higher,  and  therefore  members  cannot 
afford  to  remain  co-operators,  although  most 
people  like  ourselves  want  to  spend  all  our 
money  with  the.  society-,  in  order  to  wipe  off 
our  debt  by  means  of  the  little  dividend 
we  should  be  entitled  to.” 


MUSIC  IN  THE  HOME. 


THE  C-NV.S.  “SYLVAPHONE  ' 


The.  gramophone  is  becoming  recognised 
more  and  more  as  a musical  instrument  by 
means  cf  which  the  best  music  i.iu  be 
brought  to  the  homo.  Musicians  like  Dr. 
Keighley,  Dr.  Walford  Davies,  and  many 
others,  wlu>  began  by  bating  the  gi-aino-- 
phone  now  recognise  that  il^. possibilities  iu 
the  world  of  music  are  almost  limitless. 

Major  J.  T.  Bavin  (director  of  education 
to  the  Federation  of  British'  Music  indusj 
tries),  speaking  in  Manchester  recently, 
said  in  some  parts  cf  the  country  the  gram* 
phone  had  already'  made  its  way  hifu  tlie 
schools  with  tin-  result  that,  where  b Hi'6 
they  knew  nothing  but  comic  songs,  children, 
even  in  the  shims,  were  now  heard  in  V'O 
streets  humming  and  whistling  little  bits 
from  Beethoven,  Haydn,  Mozart,  and  other 
masters. 

The  C.W.S.  are  now  turning  out  *'  Syjv5* 
phone”  gramophones  at  their  Hay  .Mil*4 
Works,  Birmingham,  in  great  variety  to 
suit  the  pockets  of  all.  The  cheapest  model, 
hornless,  in  light  oak,  with  single  _ spring 
motor,  and  sound  regulating  doors,  is  omjr 
£3  3s..  retail  price.  The  model  No.  2. 
double  spring  motor,  is  £4;  whilst  a sunila£ 
model  with  hinged  top  to  cover  the  turn- 
table, &c\,  when  not  in  use,  costs  £j>  1U' 

The  cabinet  grand  type  of  gramophones, 
with  record  cupboards  below,- and  made  * 
mahogany  and  oak  to  suit  furniture-  of  W 
Georgian,  Adam,  Jacobean,  and  Eli  ra 
periods  are  exceptionally  well  made  a 
handsome  pieces  of  furniture,  apart  r° 
their  usefulness  as  musical  instrunien  ■ 
Tlie  prices  of  these  range  from  £S  8s.  to  W. 


THE  MAXWELL  FUND. 

- The  secretary  of  the  International  Co- 
operative AUiftm-e  has  received  the  fo  o''' 
ing  further  contributions  to  tlie  Sir  V dlu 
Maxwell  Testimonial  Fund: — g j 

•>  2 0 

Hartlepools  Society  - 7 q 

Burwell  and  District  • 1 

Border  Counties  Conference  Asso-.  q q 

ciation  “ 

St.  .Cuthbert’s  Co-operative  Asso-  ■ ^ q 

ciation  jq  (J 

Nantvmoel  Society  ..  (} 

Higher  Hurst  ■■ U‘ 

N.-E.  District  Conference  Asso-  0 ^ 0 

ciation  ,7.  A 0 

Barusley  British  


“ ■ The  Millgate  ’ is  hot  ter,  than  e»cr. 
A Derbyshire  Vicar. 
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ON  ACTIVE  SERVICE. 


HINTS  FOR  EFFICIENT  STORE 
KEEPING. 


The  heads  and  managers  of  the  South 
Suburban  Society  arc  in  the  habit  of 

timiUJilit  nil  ' ‘ 


Sulnirnan  society  are  in  tne  Habit  ot 
Biranging  monthly  gatherings,  at  which 
questions  of  business  of  a co-operative  in- 


quesiiona  in  UU5UIVM  in  co-operative  in- 
terest are  discussed.  At  the  meeting  at 
Catford  on  Wednesday  week,  the  subject 
was  “ On  Active  Service,”  which  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (Southern  Sec- 
tional secretary).  There  were  nearly  100 
present,  which  speaks  tfell  for  the  interest 
of  the  managers  in  giving  up  their  half- 
holiday  to  bo  present. 

Mr.  Hibberd,  in  introducing  the  subject, 
compared  the  co-operative  army  with  a mili- 
tary organisation,  and  then  went  on  to  deal 
with  the  relationship  between  the  heads  of 
departments,  the  officials,  nnd  he  .treated 
them  under  six  heads:  The  officials,  the 
members,  internal  organisation,  junior  em- 
ployees, the  manager,  and  also,  “each 
other.  Having  defined  the  position  of 
officials,  lie  emphasised  the  principle  of 
civility  being  shown  to  the  members  and  not 
servility,  and  advised  the  study  of  the 
psychology  of  the  members.  He  did  not 
agree  that  the  employees  should  attend  to 
propaganda  in  the  shop.  When  the  shop 
was  full  their  first  duty  was  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  customers.  He  further  stressed 
the  point  that  the  shops  were  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selling  to  customers  that  which  they 
required,  and  it  was  not  for  the  salesmen  to 
push  things  which  were  not  required.  Co- 
operatively-made goods  should  have  the  pre- 
ference in  all  displays,  and  in  his  opinion 
where  co-operative  products  were  to  be  had 
no  others  should  be  stocked. 

Internal  Organisation. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


CAMBERWELL 

EXHIBITION. 


STRIKING  CO-OPERATIVE 

OBJECT-LESSON. 


11 


the  trade  push. 

more  publicity  advocated. 


ROYAL  ARSENAL  SOCIETY'S 

EFFORT. 


[By  Ook  London  C’okhespondent.] 


The  joint  efforts  of  the  C.W.S.  and  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society  have  t his  week  brought  * to 
the  doors  of  South  London  residents  the 
advantages  respectively  of  the  productive 
and  distributive  facilities  offered  by  these  two 
organisations.  In  the  Camberwell  Baths  there 
is  a striking  object-lesson  of  the  advantages 
of  co-operation.  The  visitors  have  a convinc- 
ing demonstration  of  some  of  the  C.W.S. 
operations,  and  of  the  high-class  goods  which 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  is  able  to  supply 
Horn  its  fifty-one  branches,  extending  from 
Eritli,  in  Kent,  to  New  Malden,  in  Surrey. 

Some  of  the  Attractions, 


SPECIAL  CONFERENCE  AT 

BLETCHLEY. 


Concerning  internal  organisation.  Mr. 
Hiblierd  dealt  at  some  length  with  the  re- 
lations of  the  education  committee  to  the 
guilds  Ac.,  and  as  to  the  necessity  of  each 
body  keeping  to  its  own  particular  work, 
mid  not  interfering  with  the  work  of  others. 
As  to  the  juniors  and  other  employees  under 
the  manager,  again  the  question  of  psycho- 
l°gy  came  in.  The  managers  should  be 
friendly  afid  not  familiar;  no  junior  should 
in  awe-struck  and  afraid  to  speak  to  his 
chief.  Servility  was  of  no  value  to  the  man- 
ager: it  was  better  to  aim  at  securing  obedi- 
ence when  the  manager  was  away  than  to 
have  a servile  obedience  when  lie'  was  pre- 
As  regarded  window  dressing,  lie  con- 
sidered that  emulation  was  better  than 
competition.  If  there  was  competition,  the 
result  should  he  based  upon  points 
given  every  week  ot  the  year,  and  the  aggre- 
gate should  then  be  taken,  instead  of  having 
a competition  only  for  one  week  in  the  year. 

' "-operation  was.  a question  of  social*  ser- 
vice and  they  should  never  forget  that  effi- 
cient service  on  one  side  of  the  counter  made 
i o-operntors  on  the  other  side  of  the 
counter. 

Questions  and  a discussion  followed. 


machinery.  ntt,m»u.uo  ouuwvases  are  mice 
wth  the  finest  examples  of  C.W.S.  products. 
The  Royal  Arsenal  Society  lias  also  made  a 
good  show  with  its  leading  lines.  The  educa- 
tional department,  under  the  control  of  Mr. 
J.  Reeves,  have  well-arranged  literature 
stands  at  which  the  publications  of  the  National 
Publishing  Society  are  being  disposed  of.  An 
interesting  section  is  the  display  of  articles 
made  by  the  Kibbo  Kift  fraternity,  several 
members  of  which  assisted  at  the  stalls.  The 
C.I.S.  also  had  a stand  at  which  full  informa- 
tion was  obtainable  as  to  the  excellent  advan- 
tages offered  by  the  society 


— »»»*».■* vn  mil’  ouui-iy. 

Mr.  F.  Rockell  was  in  charge  of  the  C.W.S. 
exhibit,  Mr.  W.  B.  Neville  (secretary),  Mr. 


' " AM-viiic  i secret ury;,  mr. 

W.  Bethell  (manager),  and  members  of  the 

cnmmiEtAAQ  \i-nrlrnrl  QnAi.nn(iAnll..  L,  . — , : 


committees  worked  energetically  in  promoting 
exhibition,  which  is  likely 


TREASURER  FOR  FIFTY  YEARS. 

CHARD  OFFICIAL  RETIRES. 


Mu.  Tom  Boon. 


As  a tribute  to 
his  many  years’  ser- 
vice in  the.  capacity 
of  treasurer,  the 
Chard  Society  has 
presented  Mr*  Tom 
Boon  with  a beauti 
fnl  illuminated  ad- 
dress. The  pre- 
sentation was  made 
at  a meeting  of  the 
committee  by  Mr 
J.  Taylor  (presi- 
dent) on  behalf  of 
the  members  of  the 
society,  and  Mr. 
Boon  suitably  re- 
sponded, expressing 
his  gratitude  for 
onfidenee  that  has 


^ r kindness.  - The  confidence  that  has 

tlm  \|  Cnd  m ,hun,  ,S  testified  by  the  fact 
» rL.  V Hou!\I,;,s  been  the  treasurer  of  the 
joncty  for  not  less  than  fifty  years.  He  spent 
^ first  year  m office  when  the  society  was 

rn.vlu  '!,hnu/i£-  H,s  retirement*  is  deeply 
giotted.  |*|1?  address  referred  to  Mr. 
Urn"  T , >a  ty  31,(1  self-denying  labour  on  be- 
, I,,01  1 !?  f r'ety,  and  his  unfailing  iMurle.sy 
n th,.  d'sr- hnrgy  of  |,j8  duties.  The  meni- 
lTisnrJ  . . • Tr!-V  yea™  of  nuiet,  restful 
Cu,  ' e r"  Mt  1 1,0  1,ad  80  richly  earned  in  the 
CUUse  of  co-operation. 


ENFIELD  PROPAGANDA, 


i„J'  sueNMoful  propneanda  meet- 

SociVtv^6  i K>  ‘ • ,y.  t l<?  E"ficld  Highway 
Hod, lie, S'  od,l(:atl«nul.C(>nunittee  lost  week  at 


Hod.ji  S'  ^"CBtionul  committee  lost  week  al 
0?t£fr.  ,"nr®-  *>nd  Stanstead  Abbots 
Hod,  Li  lomiTv  ^eHing,  at  the  Baths  Hall, 
retani  ?"•’  *'lr-  Mason  (educational  sec- 
•>(£*>.  deivered  on  interesting  lecture  on 
didoJ illustrated  by  sixty  lantern 
'Vis.'  • Lolly  presided.  The  lecture 

Wo,l n!,lMi,ted  nfc  Town  Hall,  Ware,  on  the 
ffns!n*iay  ,ev?nm«>  when  Mr.  J.  H.  Carr 
at  St-,..  . ““!«•;  a,ld  0,1  Q'c  Friday  evening 
Uo|,|  ffift€ad  Abbots,  when  Mr.  O.  Thread- 
Si0l?S',ated  chuirnian.  0„  each’ wen- 
"rtistelf^  n,  orowded  attendance.  The 
CiwJ  at  th®  three  meetings  included  the 
t,ve  ,Jun,or  Orchestra  (Mr.  H.  1). 
OonS?  conductor)  Central  Junior  Guild 
V if  jp.  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 

Will  p’r,,  J .AIiss  Embleton  (soprano),  Mr. 
gold  u,!'1}  ^un.lor*st)»  a»d  Miss  D.  Thrend- 

'u  (accompanist). 


the  success  of  the  dauiuiooh,  wmen  is  naeiy 
to  prove  of  great  value  from  the  propaganda 
point  of  view. 

Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  Growth. 

There  was  a numerous  attendance  at  the 
formal  opening  which  was  performed  by  Mr. 
A.  W.  Golightly  (C.W.S.)  on  Saturday  after- 
noon. Mr.  R.  R.  Wale  (president  of  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society),  in  opening  the  pro- 
ceedings, said  the  society  had  steadily  in- 
creased its  position.  There  was  plenty  of 
scope  for  a further  development.  The  Royal 
Arsenal  Society  now  numbered  95.000  mem- 
bers. The  annual  sales  were  over  £3,000,000 ; 
and  the  number  of  branches  was  fifty-one ; 
the  number  of  employees  was  2,500.  The 
share  and  loan  capital  totalled  £1,150,000, 
and  the  total  reserves  £130,000.  At  the  last 
half-year  the  amount  available  for  distribu- 
tion amongst  the  members  as  surplus  was 
£66,800.  The  employees  from  the  last  half- 
year  received  bonuses  on  sales  amounting 
to  £7,412,  making  £13,900  for  the  yea 7. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  J.  Dickiqson  (chairman  of  the  educa- 
tional committee)  said  during  the  last  fortnight 
everybody  had  been  talking  of  co-operation. 
The  co-operation  of  some  politicians  was 
different  from  that  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. The  latter  form  of  co-operation  was 
in  the  direction  of  gathering  together  vast 
sums  of  money  as  great  profits  for  the  benefit 
of  the  few.  Thirty  years  ago  the  co-operative 
movement  inight  jog  along  comfortably 
without  taking  notice  of  its  competitors,  but 
in  order  to  meet  the  present  intensive  form  of 
competition  the  C.VV.S.  and  the  distributive 
societies  had  to  come  out  and  show  people 
what  could  be  done  by  their  particular  form 
of  co-operation.  It  was  not  enough  that  the 
societies  should  merely'  distribute  goods; 
they  had  to  produce  for* themselves,  and  then 
they  could  do  without  the  goods  of  those  who 
formed  a combination  against  them.  Co- 
operators  were  not  seeking  tranquillity  ; they 
wanted  to  be  up  and  doing.  (Applause.) 

The  Strongest  Society. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Golightly  congratulated  the.  Royal 
Arsenal  Society  on  the  enormous  strides  which 
had  been  made.  He  thought  that. he  was 
right  in  saying  that  from  the  financial  and 
other  standpoints  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society 
was  the  strongest  in  Britain.  (Applause.*) 
That  afternoon’s  proceedings  were  a demon- 
stration that  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  had 
come  through  the  awful  ravages  of  the  war 
successfully.  (Applause.)  Whilst  some 
socioties  had  nearly  gone  under  and  others 
were  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society  had  emerged  successfully 
through  the  trying  ordeal.  Ho  was  able  to 
say  with  the  same  confidence  that  the  C.W.S. 
had  weathered  the  storm  as  well.  (Applause.) 
The  C.W.S.  had  suffered  in  loss  through  a 
depreciation  of  stocks  and  other  causes  nearly 
£5,000,000.  The  whole  of  that  money  had 
been  paid  out  of  the  previous  savings' of  the 
working  people  ; they  had  not  called  upon  the 
members  of  the  shareholding  societies  for  a 
single  shilling.  (Applause.)  They  could  have 
sustained  another  loss  of  half  the  amount 
with  the  Bame  result.  They  hod  to  make 
up  the  savings  of  thirty  or  thirty-five  years, 
as  was  the  caso  in  other  sections  of  commercial 


Upwards  of  sixty  members  of  management  com- 
mittees nn,l  officials  in  the  Beds,  and  Bucks.  District 
assembled  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Bletchley,  on 
Saturday,  November  lBMi,  -for  a conference  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Nntlonal  Joint  Committee  for  Co- 
operative Trade.  Mr.  W.  Barton  (district  chairman) 
presided. 

Mr.  B.  Williums  (C.W.S.  Propaganda  Department) 
opened  the  discussion  by  reading  the  paper,  "The 
Trade  Campaign,”  prepared  in  four  parts  by  exports 
in  the  movement,  and  added  useful  comments  a 
proceeded. 

The  discussion  which  followed  was  keen  and 
foresting,  but  was  mainly  confined  to  details,  very 
important  in  their  way,  'and  proceeded  ehieily  by 
means  of  question  and  answer. 

From  this  It  emerged  tJiut-  there  was  a consensus 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  the  C.W.S.  advertising  gcodi 
at  fixed  prices,  although,  ns  Mr.  Timms  (Bletchley) 
put  it,  they  must  see  that  the  goods  .so  boomed  were 
ready  in  sufficient  numbers,  nnd  not  repeat  the  fiasco 
of  some  months  ago. 

There  was  less  unanimity  on  the  question  of  shop 
window  goods  being  priced,  and  a Watford  delegate 
instanced  the  experience  of  his  society  that  whenever 
they  marked  commodities,  competing  tradesmen  inline 
diately  marked  theirs  down  just  under  the  stores 
prices. 

Mr.  Goodwin  (Bletchley)  gave  a resume'  of  his 
ciety  « experience  in  village  propaganda,  and  said 
although  it  had  unquestionably  extended  the  move 
ment,  from  the  dividend  point  or  view  it  was  another 
matter. 

The  conference  thought  well  of  Mr.  Williams'  recom- 
mendation of  special  women’s,  meetings,  with  a good 
trade  propagandist  speaker.  The  frequent  changing  of 
windows  was  advocated,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that 
the  object  in  dressing  ,i  window  should  always  be  to 
attract  custom. 

Drapery  Stocks. 

iMr.  Williams  particularly  urged  Ihe  necessity  of 
keeping  drapery  stocks  up-to-date,  at  right  prices,  and 
down  to  the  minimum.  The  retail  price  should  not 
he  kept  up  when  wholesale  prices  had  fallen,  and 
out-of-season  stock  should  be  sold  oft  at  once,  and  so 
ovoid  greater  loss  by  the  stock  becoming  unsaleable 
Inter  on.  He  thought  Ihe.  question  of  commission  was 
will  worth  consideration. 

Mr.  King  (Co-operative  Union)  thought  the  litera 
ture  ot  (he  movement  oould  be  more  utilised  in  trade 
propaganda.  The  "Co-operative  News"  was 
valuable,  paper,  and  if  fliey^could  get  more  member's 
reading  it,  they  would  get  ideas  which  would  make 
them  ask  for  more  co-operative  productions.  They 
could  make  these  members  sec  that  their  interests  were 
bound  up  in  more  co-operative  "productions  and  more 
co-operative  trade  generally.  He  did  not  think  the 
movement  was  ready  for  Ihe  levies  suggested  for  adver- 
tising, but- he  thought  more  advertising  was  necessary 
Mr  King  also  thought  the  C.W.S.  might  give  atten- 
tion to  their  showcase  dressing  at  exhibitions,  for  it 
was  not  what  it  should  be. 

The  District  Secretary  proclaimed  himself  a whole- 
hogger  for  advertising,  both  through  the  co-operative 
press  and  the  outside  press.  He  thought  it  would 
pay  societies  from  the  trade  standpoint  it  they  would 
lake  the  trouble  to  organise  •and' push  the  sales  of  Ihe 
Co-operative  News,"  for  co-operatively-convinced 
members  were  loyal  and  big  spenders.  Ho  also  recom- 
mended thoughtful'  advertising  in  the  locai  press,  with 
shop  windows  in  harmony  with  the  advertisement  for 
the  week.  That  had  been  tried  at  Bedford  with  grati- 
fying results. 

At  Hie  tea  table  ihe  Chairman  referred  bribe  results 
of  the  General  Election,  and  (he  district  secretary  was 
requested  lo  convey  the  conference’s  congratulations 
t»  Uie  four  new  Co-operative  members,  mid  their 
thanks  to  Mr.  Waterson  for  his  very  valuable  sendees 
to  the  movement  during  tlio  last  Parliament;  also  to 
write  In  the  Central  Ruud  llml  the  conference,  repre- 
senting -the  societies  in  that  large  district,  considered 
Hint  (Jie  Union  should  find  means-  of  utilising  Mr. 
Wnlersou's  abilities  inside  Hie  movement. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 


now  power  would  be  used  in  a proper  way. 
(Applause.)  As  regarded. the  exhibition,  they 
would  see  a few  things  which  the  C.W.S. 
made ; he  wished  that  they  could  see  a great 
deal  more.  The  C.W.S.  had  seventy  or  eighty 
factories  of  various  kinds  ; but  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  a large  .number  were  working  oil 
short  time.  What  {hey  desired  to  see  was 
increased  loyalty  in  order  that  the  factories 
might  be  kept  fully  employed.  In  conclusion, 
Mr.  Golightly  declared  the  exhibition  open, 
and  wished  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  every 
success.  " (Applause.) 


BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 


HOW  SOCIETIES  ARE  FARING 
NOWADAYS. 


J;U‘?nn?[any  developments  were  re- 
Gfd  Jtafch?pft>arwr)y  ?,eeti,,2  which  was 
her  91^+1  Pla,t.Hal1,  Luton,  on  Novem- 

cv  b>:  Mr- 


r V , ' r °eing  occupied  by  Mr. 

<P1res'd<:“t').  The  committee's 
rcpoit  showed  a membership  of  8,761  an 
increase  of  85  rliirim,  *i>„  ’ r- J 


increase  of  85  during  ,h6  qt.Srto  ' Stare 
capital  stood  at  £177,283,  being-  ail  average 
per  member  of  £20.  Sales  totalled  £70  943 
a a-eeldy  average  per  member  of  12s.’  5d' 

paretl  leW  by  *°">e  *M»0  com- 

parni  with  the  corresponding  quarter  ol 
last  year,  but  tins,  it  was  pointed  out  was 
more  than  accounted  for  by  the  decieas- 

that  theC°S  f f Vhlg-  , Tt  was  announced 
that  the  new  butchery  department,  opened 
just  at  the  end  of  the  quarter  under  review 
was  already  working  to  capacity  with  a 
doubled  staff,  and  'the  question  of  extend- 
ing 1 1-e.b-ustiness  to  Vther  parts  Of  the  town 
amt  district  was  under  consideration.  Fish 
rounds  had  also  been  set  up  for  Ihe  conve- 
mence  ot  members  livin|;  at  a distance  from 


....  nooouo  mow  umui  Bi-unuim  oi  commercial 
life.  Alluding  to  the  general  eleotion,  Mr. 


^ fcimi-mi  election,  Mr. 
Golightly  aaid  for  the  first  time  Labour  hod 
taken  its  proper  placo  in  the  government  of 
the  country.  (Applause.)  Ho  was  very  hope- 
ful that  this  movement  was  going  to  be  a gretit 
and  lasting  benefit  in  building  up  oharacter. 
He  could  not  believe  that  this  result  would  bo 


«;«>**i*  nun  u cuovu  LIUS  1C8U1C  WOUIO  DO 

attained  when  ho  was  engaged  in  public  work 
thirty-five  years  ago.  Ho  believed  that  this 


[Continued  at  toot  of  next  column.] 


Keep  the  Factories  Busy. 

Mr.  J.-  Sheppard  (general  committee),  in 
proposing  a vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Golightly. 
lirged^  the  members  of  the  society  to  ask  for 
C.W.S.  productions,  and  in  tins  way  they 
would  keep  the  factories  in  full  working  order. 
If  it  were  not  for  the  co-operative  movement 
prices  would  be  considerably  higher  at  the 
present  time.  (Applause.) 

Alderman.  Mrs.  Kelly  (educational,  com- 
mittee), in  seconding  the  vote  of  thanks, 
appealed  to  the  “ woman  with  the  basket  ” 
to  join  the  society  and  to  share  its  benefits. 
“ Co-operation  is  going  to  save  the  world,” 
she  added,  “ if  men  and  women  will  come  along 
and  work  shoulder  to  shoulder.”  (Applause.) 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  carried  with 
acclamation. 

Mr.  Golightly.  in  acknowledging,  said  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society  was  one  of  the  largest 
shareholding  societies  in  the  C.W.S.,  and  it 
was  one  of  the  most  .loyal  sooieties  in  the 
federation.  (Applause.) 

During  the  wcelc  the  exhibition  has  attracted 
a largo  number  of  visitors,  who  have  been 
loud  in  their  praises  of  the  excellent  display 
made.  It  will  remain  open  until  Saturday 
evening,  Decembor  2nd. 


fi  1 i - , J?  ^ a Distance  trom 

the  fish  shop  in  High  Town-road,  consider- 
able  extra  trade  being  done  as  a result 
1 lie  works  department  had  recently  eom- 
pleted  additional  temporary  premises  at 
the  Dunstable  branch,  and  these  were 
giving  much  satisfaction.  This  department 
was  also  erecting  a new  branch  at  Lea- 
grave,  to  include  butchery  and  fish  depart- 
ments. It  was  nlso  announced  that  a new 
confectionery  department,  the  fourth  was 
about  to  be  opened  in  High  Town-road,  and 
that  a new  oven  had  been  installed  in  the 
bakery  to  cope  with  the  increased  trade  in 
* 1m  S I’1151??”1'  Th?  surP'lls  amounted 
to  £4,969  0s.  3d.,  and  its  disposal  was  re- 
commended as  follows:— Dividend  to  mem- 
bers, at  Is.  4d.  in  the  pound ; dividend  to 
non-members,  at  8d.  in  the  pound  ; grant 
to  education  fund,  £125  12s.  6d  • era- 
9lo,vees’  bonus  £84  10s.  8d.  ; Women's 
Guild,  £3  3s.  ] Devonshire  Hospital,  Bux- 
ton, £3  3s. ; and  Beds,  and  Bucks.  District 
Association,  £5  5s.  The  retiring  members 
ot  the  general  and  educational  committees 
(Messrs.  Warren  and  Warinan  and  Mes- 
dames  Neil  and  Fensome)  were  re-elected. 

C'acton.— Mr.  W.  Adams  presided  over 
the  half-yearly  meeting  which  was  held  in 
the  large  hall  on  Thursdav  last  week  The 
ncU-Jrrm°f  ,ne,,1,ber8  "as  L679.  an  increase 
* 'iL  members’  share  capital  amounted 
to  £33,209,  and  loans  £8.598.  There  were 
Hi  members  of  the  penny  bank  and  the 
amount  standing  to  their  credit  was  £990 
The  sales  totalled  £32,580,  showing  a de- 
crease of  £2,720  compared  with  the  cor- 
responding period  of  last  year.  The  man- 
agement looked  upon  this  as  being  very 
sntisfactory,  because  there  was  a very  con- 
siderable decrease  in  the  retail  prices  of 
food  and  other  commodities  and  the  earn- 
ing  capacities  of  the  members  were  un- 
doubtedly smaller  than  they  were  twelve 
months  ago.  Upon  looking  up  their 
statistics  they  found  they  were  turning 
over  a greater  bulk  of  goods  generally. 
Ihe  average  weekly  trade  per  member  was" 
14s.  9d.  The  purchases  from  the  Whole- 
sale Society  and  from  productive  societies 
averaged  89  per  cent,  of  the  total  pur- 
chases. The  committee  recommended  a 
dividend  of  Is.  in  the  pound.  The  following 
were  elected  members  of  the  general  com- 
mittee:— Messrs.  S.  Peirce,  J.  Stevenson 
J.  W.  Beales,  and  D.  Wall.  Mr.  J.  Shing- 
field  (chairman).  Miss  Linnett,  and  Mr. 
James  Knight  wece  elected  to  the  educa- 
tional committee. 

Rainham.— The  president  (Mr.  F.  Barden) 
occupied  the  chair  at  the  quarterly  meeting 
in  Clinpel-lane  Schoolroom,  on  November 
18th.  There  was  a record  attendance.  Mr. 
Barden  retired  from'  the  presidency  owing 
to  failing  health.  He  has  held  the  office 
oyer  a quarter-of-a-eentufy  without  a break, 
and  naturally  was  reluctant  to  sever  his 
connection.  He  gave  a short  history  of  the 
formation  of  the  society,  ancl  referred  - to 
the  spade  work  put  in  by  the  few  pioneers 
who  commenced  with  him.  Great  difficul- 
ties had  to  be  overcome,  but  hard  work 
pulled  them  through.  A resolution  that  a 
committee  be  formed  to  consider  the  best 
way  iiiorking  their  appreciation  of  the  long 
service  rendered  by  the  chairman,  was 
cal’ried.  Mr.  A.  Champion  was  elected 
chairman  for  the  ensuing  year.  Messrs.  H. 

N.  Rnnsley  and  W.  T.  Day  were  declared 
elected  to  the  committee.  A grant  of  £2  2s. 
was  made  to  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital' 
(London)  and  the  London  Hospital.  An 
interim  dividend  of  Is.  in  the  pound  was 
declared. 


THE  PLACE  OF  ART. 


Under  the  .auspices  of  the  educational 
committee  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society, 
Dr.  Hayward  delivered  a thought-provoking 
lecture  on  “ The  Place  of  Art  in  the  Labour 
Movement  ” on  Saturday,  November  11th. 
at  the  Co-operative  Institute.  Parson's 
Hill,  Woolwich.  Mr.  F.  L.  Birch  (educa- 
tional committee)  was  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Hayward  said  education  had  failed  if 
people  had  been  taught  to  read  betting  tips, 
and  slush  for  women  instead  of  science, 
philosophy,  nnd  art.  People  said  truth 
would  win  through,  but  the  fight  had  to  be 
lair,  nnd  then  truth  was  at  a disadvantage; 
but  the  fight  was  never  fair,  consequently 
truth  failed. 

In  the  evening  a celebration  in  honour 
of  Schubert  was  given  to  a very  interested 
audience.  The  celebration  was  written  by 
Dr.  Hayward  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Clock,  and 
was  rendered  by  the  Peekliam  Cc-operative 
Choral  Society,  the  director  being  Dr. 
Hayward,  nnd  the  speaker  Mr.  F.  L.  Birch. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Clock  conducted  the  choir. 
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All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women  s Pages, 
“Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


THE  HOUSING  SCANDAL.  YE  CHRISTMAS  FARE. 


and  I 
The 


WORKLESS  MEN : WOMEN  SUFFER. 

The  English!  Women’s  Guild  is  setting 
its  niind  very  earnestly  to  tlie  study  ot 
•'  The  Housing  Problem,'’  or  rather 
to  study  the  Housing  question  afresh. 
The  Guild  has  always  evinced  a keen 
interest  in  Housing,  for  the  reason 
that  the  house  is  the  womans  work- 
shop— her  own  special  domain 
sphere  of  supreme  importance, 
homes  of  the  workers,  generally  speak- 
ing. have  never  reached  a condition  ot 
complete  satisfactoriness,  although  the 
patient  endurance  of  the  great  mass  or 
the  people  has  accepted  conditions  and 
made  happy  homes  out  of  back-to-back 
dwellings,  insanitary  hovels,  and  over- 
crowded  slums. 

Iu  the  dream  days  of  the  past,  when 
liouses  could  be— and  were— erected  to 
meet  demands,  poverty,  for  the  most 
part,  was  the  compelling  factor  in  keeping 
the  people  penned  up  in  wretchedness, 
and  the  question  of  Housing  the  people 
seemed  a matter  for  improving  wage  and 
other  social  conditions — a question  of 
lifting  the  people  out  of  the  slums. 

The  discussions  of  the  Women’s  Guild 
in  those  days  centred  round  the  relative 
merits  of  individual  ownership,  co-opera- 
tive ownership,  and  municipal  ownership, 
and  all  three  systems  found  warm 
advocates. 

To-day,  the  Housing  question  bears  a 
different  aspect.  The  great  mass  of  the 
workers  are  “ penned  up  ” in  wretched- 
ness because  of  the  shortage  of  house 
accommodation  and  the  high  cost  of 
house-room. 

The  question  resolves  itself  to-day  into 
one  of  urgency  that  houses  should  be 
built  to  give  room  for  the  people  to  live 
at  all.  The  demand  is  there,  but  the 
supply  halts  before  the  demon  of  false 
economy  on  the  one  hand  and  profit- 
mongering  on  the  other.  Kight  hundred 
thousand  houses,  on  the  lowest  com- 
putation, are  needed  at  this  moment  to 
meet  the  shortage  occasioned  by  the 
cessation  of  building  during  the  war; 
90,000  houses  are  needed  annually  to 
meet  the  natural  increase  of  population. 

These  figures  force  the  question  into 
the  front  rank  of  social  importance,  and 
the  consideration  which  the  Women’s 
Guild  is  prepared  to  give  to  the  subject 
must  presently  lead  to  active  public 
pressure  upon  those  authorities  who 
should  undertake  to  meet  the  demand. 

The  close  personal  knowledge  which 
most  guildswomen  can  bring  to  bear 
upon  the  question  will  give  weight  and 
importance  to  the  representations  they 
may  make  on  the  subject,  since,  as  in  the 
maternity’  question,  there  is  no  other 
body  of  women  in  the  country  so  well 
able  t d express  the  views  of  working 
women. 

While  houses  are  wanted,  men  in  thou- 
sands stand  vainly  asking  for  work, 
women  suffer  in  childbirth  under  the 
most  appalling  conditions,  children  are 
born,  and  sufferers  die  without  the  bare 
decencies  of  retirement. 

Indignation  and  rebellious  talk  do  not 
help  to  mend  such  matters.  Active 
interest  and  co-operation  between  all  the 
powers  that  can  remedy  matters,  is  the 
only  way  of  salvation.  To  build  up 
strong  financial  resources  within  the  co- 
operative movement  itself,  by  increasing 
membership  and  trade,  are  among  the 
most  hopeful  ways  of  meetingthe  question 
The  self-helpful  methods  of  co-operation 
‘ have  not  yet  been  applied  to  their  fullest 
extent,  and  if  the  discussions  of  the 
Women’s  Guild  lead  to  a revival  of 
active  support  for  co-operative  methods 
of  house  ownership  and  house  building, 
something  will  have  been  done  to  solve 
the  difficult  problem. 


C.W.S.  DELICACIES  FOR  YOUR  TABLE. 

FRUITS,  SWEETS,  CAKES,  POULTRY. 


□ 

? GIFT  LAND. 


When  Christmas  Shopping 
Take  December 

“WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK." 


FOLLOW  ! UGGESTIONS. 

Your  Christmas  Shopping 
Made  Easy. 


□ 

□ 


Christmas  hospitality,  ns  ill  the  old  time, 
will  be  impossible  to  many  this  year ; in 
fact,  some  will  find  it  difficult  to 
have  any  Christmas  at  all,  despite  the 
news  that  most  of  the  things  associated 
with  the  season  are  likely  to  be  cheaper. 

Nuts,  for  instance — walnuts,  almonds, 
Barcelonas,  pea-nuts,  and  Brazilians  will  be 
easier  in  price  at  our  C.W.S.  ; and  the 
iiiton  “chocs”  and  Silvertown  sweets  are 
more  attractive  than 
ever,  the  sweetmeat 
with  the  “big  pull” 
being  Turkish  delight, 
a luscious  dainty. 

And  not  only  are  the 
C.W.S.  cakes  ns-  usual 
jood  to  eat — the  “ Ken- 
sington,” the  “ Cleve- 
land.” the  “ Holiday.” 
mid  the  “ Yule  Tide  ” 
being  specially  appro- 
priate to  the  season — 
but  they  will  make  a 
most  acceptable  Christ- 
mas present.  Packed 
in  strong  cardboard 
boxes,  with  a wrapping 
of  stout  brown  paper, 
they  would  remain  im- 
pervious to  the  Christ- 
mas mail  bag.  The 
rapture  on  finding  snug  in  its  pretty  pack- 
ings a beautiful  C.W.S.  pink  and  white- 
iced  cake  will  be  indescribable. 

Alns,  as  we  have  so  often  repeated,  war 
is  an  ill  wind  that  blows  no  one  any  good, 
and  our  Christmas  puddings  suffer  this 
year  from  the  trouble  in  the  Near  East. 
Threepence  per  pound  more  will  be  asked 
at  our  stores  for  sultanas  and  currants,  but 
owing  to  the  very  fine  crop,  valencias  will 
be  about  4d.  per  lb.  cheaper.  Agaiu,  there 
will  be  a shortage  of  figs  packed  in  small 
boxes.  How  like  a see-saw  it  all  is — one 
thing  is  up  while  another  is  down,  either  in 
quantity  or  price. 

Again,  as  we  all  know,  apples  are 
plentiful.  One  Lincolnshire  fruit  farmer’s 
crop  yielded  1,000  tons  of  fruit!  “ Bramley 
seedling  is  the  finest  apple  in  existence,” 
savs  the  manager  of  the  C.W.S.  green  fruit 
department.  We  are  getting  direct  on  our 
own  commission  apples  from  British 
Columbia  and  Nova  Scotia.  A popular 
Canadian  apple  is  the  “ Jonathan  ” ; it  is 
sweet  and  soft.  The  Allington  pippin  is 
worth  tasting,  as  it  possesses  a unique 
flavour,  mellow,  and  pleasing.  Russets 
will  be  more  plentiful  by  Christmas,  Tan- 
gerines also ; while  large  onions  will  be 
cheaper  towards  the  end  of  the  month. 
Very  finest  large  onions,  he  stated,  are 
being  packed  at  our  own  depot  at  Denia 
(Spain). 

Now  for  party  attractions.  At  your  stores 
von  should  find  realistic  cakes,  pies,  and 
sausage  rolls,  not  overlooking  wonderful 
Alladin’s  lamps  all  filled  with  crackers  I 
Oh,  to.  be  young  again,  and  rifle  the  con- 
tents of  these  crackers  to  see  if  we  might 
not  discover  some  crown  jewels.  Paper 


l 


lamp  and  candle  shades  and  artificial 
flowers — to-day,  really  artistic  and  beauti- 
ful— are  chenp  at  our  C.W.S.  But  to  think 
of  it — because  of  the  recent  poisoning  cases, 
so  prejudiced  have  even  co-operators 
become  that  the  workgirls  packing  “ Wheat- 
sheaf,”  “Unity,”  and  “ Jennie  ” snvourie3 
have  been  put  on  short-time,  the 
demand  has  so  fallen  off.  But  our  C.W.S. 
is  beyond  reproach  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  food  of  the 
people,  and  the  variety 

□ of  glass  and  canned 
goods  sent  out  from  the 
Yarmouth  cannery  will 
make  not  only  delight- 
ful delicacies  for  the 
Christmas  table,  but 
they  are  sound  and 
pure.  There  are  both 
i lb.  and  lib.  lunch 
tongues,  fresh  herriugs, 
chicken.'  pint  glasses  of 
soup,  herring  roes  in 
glass,  gnllantines,  and 
sliced  ox  tongues,*  not 
forgetting  the  specially 
pacaed  “ Whentsheaf  ” 

□ kippers,  which  retail  at 

□ 8d.  per  lb.,  and  would 
make  quite  a nice,  use- 
ful. and  tasty  Christmas 

present.  Apart  from  all  this,  the  cannery  is 
shipping  special  lines  abroad,  such  as 
canned  vegetables,  red  herrings,  rump 
steak  and  onions,  pork  and  beans,  Jfcc. 
Eggs  collected  in  the  early  spring  are  pre- 
served at  Yarmouth,  and  are  being  sent 
out  with  a view  to  being  used  in  preference 
to  foreign  eggs.  And  if  our  readers  are 
not  yet  acquainted  with  the  “ Whentsheaf  ” 
brand  of  savouries  put  up  in  gh’fises,  which 
can  be  used  as  mustard  pots,  let  them 
hurry  to  their  stores  and  place  an  order 
at  once. 

Everybody  is  anxiously  awaiting  news  of 
the  Christmas  poultry  trade.  No  one  either 
wants  to,  nor  can  pay  fancy  prices  this 
season.  So  far  the  prospects  for  Irish 
poultry  are  not  good.  Chickens,  geese,  and 
ducks  will  be  plentiful,  but  turkeys  will  be 
rather  expensive.  Pheasants,  partridges, 
and  hates  can  always  he  bought  frcni  the 
C.W.S.  fish  section,  and  they  will  be  quite 
reasonable  in  price.  To-day,  tlie  demand 
for  C.W.S.  “ Sun-kissed  ” whiting,  finnan 
haddock,  and  fillets  is  increasing.  All 
these  things  can  be  had  through  the  local 
stores. 

Tinned  meats  are  cheaper  than  in  pre- 
war days  owing  to  the  falling  off  in  demand 
by  working-clas6  families,  but  are  finding 
favour  in  middle-class  hemes  as  a means  of 
solving  the  servant  problem.  During  the 
cold  summer  there  was  little  demand  for 
tinned  fruits,  and  these  in  consequence  are 
much  cheaper.  They  should  be  bought  now, 
ns  they  may  rise  in  price,  nearer  Christmas. 


BELGIAN  GREETINGS. 

Guii.d  members  will  be  gla<J  and  proud  to 
read  tlie  following  letter  received  at  tlie  Gnj|j 
Office  from  our  friends  of  the  Belgian  Co- 
operative Movement, 

Dear  Fei.low  Co-operators, — The  suc- 
cess of  the  British  Labour  and  Cc-operativo 
candidates  at  the  elections  of  November  loth 
has  been  greeted  by  tlie  co-operators  of  Bel- 
gium with  enthusiasm. 

They  appreciate  it  the  more  that  it  is  also 
the  work  of  women,  and  in  particular  of  co- 
operative women. 

This  is  a matter  happily  established. 

On  the  day  when  all  women  are  conscious 
of  their  duties  and  powers  as  mothers,  house- 
keepers, and  wives,  there,  will  be  an  end  of 
all  capitalist  governments. 

All  honour  to  tlie  British  co-operative 
women  who  have  shown  to  their  comrades 
of  the  Continent  that  the  cause  of  Labour 
and  co-oparation  is  the  good  cause. 

In  the  name  of  the  Office  Cooperatil 
Beige, 

V.  Serwy,  Director. 

Brussels,  November  20th,  1922. 


WOMEN  AND  THE  ELECTIONS 

Dear  Madam, — Iu  the  article,  “ In  tlie 
Election  Battle  Lines”  in  your  “Pages'’ 
of  last  week’s  issue,  I note  the  words:  — 

“ We  have  to  admit  that  men  are  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  women  to  Parliamentary 
honours  vet.” 

I suggest  that  these  words  have  not  been 
penned  with  the  wisdom  or  fairness  <such 
as  we  associate  with  your  columns.  It  is 
no  doubt  true  that  many  men  still  have  the 
old  narrow  idea  as  to  women's  position  in 
this  matter.  But  do  you  really  think  that 
it  is  only  a question  of  men  voteis  who 
object  to  women  Members  of  Paavlianient? 

If  so,  I am  bound  to  disagree  with  you.  and 
to  express  the  opinion  that  the  opposition  . 
comes  from  women  as  well  as  men. 

And  may  I say  also  that  the  remark  is 
not  fair  to  the  men  who  worked  and  voted 
for  women  like  Mrs.  Barton  and  Mss  Bond- 
field  and  Miss  Lawrence,  and  it  might  le 
used  by  some  people  as  meaning  a sex  war, 
and,  whether  there  is  a sex  war  or  not,  I 
am  quite  sure  you  do  not  want  one.  How 
would  it  be  to' make  the  passage  read:—, 
“ We  have  to  admit  that  there  are  many 
men  and  women  who  are  not  prepared  to 
admit  women  to  Parliamentary  honours 

>eOne  final  word.  I should  have  been 
delighted  to  vote  for  Mrs.  Barton  it  I bad 
been  a voter  in  her  constituency,  but  1 
should  have  voted  lor  her  because  she  was 
the  Co-operative  candidate,  and  a very 
good  and  fitting  one. 

You  will  see  from  this  that  I read  your 
“Pages”  in  the  “News.” — Yours  frater- 
nally® Ralph  Hibuehr. 

[Our  thanks  to  Mr.  Hibberd  for  his  letter, 
which  we  gladly  publish.  The  matter 
to  which  reference  is  made  appeared  iu 
the  introduction  to  a series  of  opinions 
dealing  with  the  results  of  the  elections 
so  far  as  women  are  concerned,  ana 
summed  up  the  impressions  gathered 
from  various  correspondents.  We  agree 
with  Mr.  Hibberd  that  the  opposition 
comes  from  men  and  women.— Ed., 

“ Women’s  Pages.”] 


“ Woman's  Outlook 

n\as  Puddings. 


for  reliable  Christ- 


FOR  A NEW  PEACE 


OUR  WOMEN  FOR  THE 
HAGUE  CONFERENCES. 


At  a meeting  cf  the  Central  Committee  of 
the  English  Women’s  Guild,  held  at  Holy- 
oake  House,  Manchester,  on  November  17th 
last,  there  were  present  Mrs.  Prosser  (in  the 
chair),  Mr*-.  Millman,  Mrs.  Allen,  Mrs. 
Andrews,  Mrs.  Bain,  Mrs.  Close,  Mrs.  Mat- 
thews, Mrs.  ’ Whitehead,  and  the  General 
Secretary  (Miss  H.  Enfield). 

Votes  of  sympathy  were  passed  with  the 
relatives  of  Mrs.  Green  and  Mrs.  Booth 
(former  Central  Committee  members),  and 
congratulations  to  the  successful  Co-opera- 
tive candidates  for  Parliament,  and  to.  Mrs. 
Barton  for  her  splendid  fight  ht  King’s 
Norton,  were  carried. 

Arrangements  for  the  conference  with  the 
United  Board  on  the  question  of  “ Efficiency 
in  the  Co-operative  Movement”  and  “The 
Need  for  Complete  Loyalty  ” were  con- 
sidered, and  on  resuming  later  a sub- 
committee consisting  of  Mrs.  Prosser,  Mrs. 


Allen,  Mrs.  Close,  and  the  General  Secre- 
tary was  appointed  to  meet  the  Office  Com- 
mittee of  tlie  United  Board  to  draw  up 
practical  suggestions. 

Arrangements  fior  the  All-Couueils  meet- 
ing were  discussed,  “The  Guild  and  Its 
Relation  to  Other  Organisations  ” and  “The 
National  Housing  Campaign  ” being  agreed 
upon  ns  the  subjects  for  discussion. 

Invitations  to  take  part  in  the  World 
Peace  Conference,  convened  by  the  Inter- 
national Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  at  the 
Hague,  December  10th  to‘  loth,  and  in  the 
conference  on  “ A New  Peace,”  convened  by 
the  Women’s  International.  League,  also  at 
the  Hague,  December  7th  to  9th,  were  con- 
sidered. It  was  agreed  tliat  the  guild  bo 
represented  at  both  by  the  President,  and 
that  the  General  Secretary  -attend  011  behalf 
of  the  Lite  run  tional  Co-operative  Women's 
Committee. 


Mrs.  Barton  wishes  us  to  return  thanks 
for  her  for  the  many  letters  and  telegmins 
she  has  reoeived  in  appreciation  of  her  light 
at  King's  Norton. 

The  success  of  the  Yorkshire  Seotion  is 
due  in  no  small  degree  to  the  efforts  of  its 
secretary.  Mrs.  But|er  (Leeds).  _ There  ore 
127  branches  with  a membership  of  6,458. 
Twenty-seven  members  are  on  management 
conun ittees,  and  49  on  education  commit- 
tees. Twenty  women  are  Poor-Law  Gunr- 
ilians,  and  four -are  councillors.  The  section 
is  well  represented  on  the  Co-operative 
Parliamentary  Committee.  — 


THE  CARDIFF  CONGRESS. 

A meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Guild  members 
has  been  held,  when  Mrs.  IC.  Thomas 
(president  of  the  Cardiff  Guild  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Cardiff  Society’s  manage- 
ment committee)  presided,  supported  by 
Miss  H.  Enfield  (general  secretary  of  tlie 
guild). 

The  following  officers  were  appointed  : — 
Chairman  of  reception  committee,  Mrs.  E. 
Thomas ; vice-chairman,  Mr.  Isaiah  Evans 
(president  of  Cardiff  Society) ; secretary, 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Fouracre;  and  assistant  secre- 
tary; Mrs.  A.  M.  Daunton.  Mrs.  Hughes 
(Llandaff)  was  appointed  secretary  of  the 
lodgings  committee,  and  one  representa- 
tive from  each  of  the  Iocfcl  guilds  will  form 
the  committee.  Mr.  H.  Brown  was 
appointed  secretary  of  the  catering  eom- 
mttee,  and  for  the  general  purposes  com- 
mittee Mr.  W.  L.  Stedmau  was  appointed 
secretary.  Tlie  first  meeting  of  the  general 


committee  will  bs  held  on  Jan.  17th,  1923. 

In  the  evening,  Miss  Fniield  addressed  a 
crowded  meeting  of  guild  members,  dealing 
with  the  progress  of  the  Guild  since  its 
inception  thirty-five  years  ago,  showing 
how  from  a membership  of  seven  they  have 
now  52,000  members  and  nearly  1,100 
branches  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

The  Plymouth  branch  has  recently  cele- 
brated the  golden  wedding  of  dno  of  its 
members,  Mrs.  CfU'ling.  At  a meeting 
the  president  presented  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carling  with  beautiful  two-tier 
wedding  cake,  .while  the  guild 
pianist  played  the  “Wedding  March” 
of  Lohengriq.  Mrs.  Lnpthorn  presented  a 
eut-ginss  fruit  dish  from  tjie  guild,  wishing 
them  a continuance  of  their  happy  married 
life.  Mr,  Car\ing  (late  member  of  the  edu- 
cational committee)  replied  on  behalf  of  pis 
wife.  Mrs.  Kitt  and  Mis*  Carling 
(daughters)  entertained  the  company  to  tea. 


CO-OPERATORS  AND  THE 

LABOUR  PARTY. 

Dear  Madam, — I was  greatly  interested 
in  Mrs.  Smith’s  letter — “ Ought  we  to  join 
the  Labour  Party?”  Now,  I as  a g"'l(1 
member  and  co-operator  (have  never  be- 
longed to  any  political  party,  and  as  a true 
co-operator  I want  to  know  what  is  } 
become  of  our  guilds  when  there  are  mem- 
bers of  all  political  parties  who  deal  at  tne 
stores  for  the  good  conditions  of  labour  ana 
purity  of  goods?  Even  to-day  there  are 
members  who  detest  the  introduction  c 
politics  in  the  guild  rooms.  They  soy,111® 
are  times  and  places  for  everything.  t°*  • 
party  politics  seem  to  be  nothing  but  r 
ning  one  another  dowii.  We  all  bare 
likes  and  dislikes,  and  it  is  tantalising 
good  co-operators  not  belonging  so 
Labour  Party  to  see  this  political  party  P 
forward  in  our  committee  rooms.— ' 
“ Nuff  Sli>. 

D li  A 11  M -V  D A 51  .—I n'  your 
“ Pages  ”*  the  question  is  asked,  u “r  . 

wo  to  join  the  labour  Forty?”  a* 
other  party  can  we  join?  It  is  hopi  ^ 
expect  Liberals  or  Conservatives  to 
our -battles.  “God  only  helps  those 
help  themselves,”  and  when  we  P , r 
shoulder  to  the  Wheel  and  vote  *», 
all  the  time  need  we  ever  hope  to 
vested  interest  and  the  forces  of  r*?‘J‘ovr 
At  the  recent  general  election  ■ 1 
working  men  and  women  rose  to  ® resent 

si  on  and  sent  ten  Labour  men  to  r I ^ 
them.  There  is  no  use  splullI1p  '1  jand- 
difltiller  and  the  brewer  or  the  slum 
lord  to  the  House  of  Commons  ^ 

grumble  at  our  conditions,  lbo  I 1 
got  the  Government  they  deserv®'.  serro 
Book  of  hooks  tells  us  “ we  cannot  ^ 
two  masters,”  and  we  cannot  nnd 

unionists  mul  active  ro-operators 
“ flirt”  with  our  foes. — lours^ 


« Glasgow- 


Mr.  W.  Bradshaw  (C.W.S.  d„!rCR2(fird. 
tlie  Lincoln  district  conference*  , t]10 
on  Saturday,  November  18tn,  * „ ^y  g, 

.Women’ 8 Guild  was  supporting  t , 

right  loyally. 
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HOME— THE  WOMAN’S  WORKSHOP. 

BUi  WHA 1 ABOUT  THE  HOUSING  PROBLEM? 
SHATTERING  THE  NATION’S  HAPPINESS. 

Sheffield  rvorhsh^e'se^ion)  and°at" L®maST/rM,|,C,|S  'S'”1  PlaC0  lasl  "ech— a< 
The  diseusaion  at  each  gathering -emlaS'  h„ , ’ , «*"  (Sou""’r"  Section), 
weary  of  nothing  but  words.  6 ed  the  *act  * ,at  co'°Porative  women  are 

1116,'  ^“"™.^'  Sti"  a"d  "S‘°n  comPIac®ntly  to  these  horrible  conditions  of 

ing  hoo^h'nd^lnou^'th^caEna;^'  ^ and-  " *«  P»H- 

Loans  transferred  to  municipalities 

DIRECT  ACTION  AND  A SURVEY  NEEDED. 


IF  WOMEN  WERE  NOT 
« ::  ON  THE  ;; 

“OUTLOOK” 

IT  WOULD  BE  A BAD 

“ LOOK  OUT  ” 

it  FOR  THE  MEN. 

Thus  spoke  an  ardent  supporter  oi 

'WOMAN'S  OUTLOOK' 


c|Affi  l!l'IC  , conference  Iield  ’ at 

Slieffie Id  on  Saturday  last.  Mrs.  Whitehead 
(lorkshire  Central  Committee  member) 
occupied  the  elinir,  Councillor  Mellor,  of 
the  Manchester  Tenants'  Defence  Aeso- 
cintioii,  being  the  speaker 
Ointning  tile  meeting,  Mrs.  Whitehead 
rctci  red  to  tile  " retched  housing  conditions 
in  Leeds  how  a family  of  eight  had  been 
discovered  living  m „ cellar  tibree  feet 
linden, enth  the  ground  rent  at  3s.  6d.  a 
neek.  two  ot  the  children  being  in  •» 
sanatorium.  “ 

Women  will  live  to 
solve  the  housing  prob- 
lem, contended  Coun- 
cillor Mellor,  because 
‘ men,  through  not  living 
in  their  homes  during 
the  day,  could  not 
realise  the  importance 
of  the  question.  Ac- 
cording to  Government 
estimates,  10  per  cent, 
of  the  people  were 
living  under  insanitary 
conditions  and  in  over- 
crowded areas.  In  Man- 
chester— and  the  same 
conditions  prevailed  in 
all  large  cities  — 26.000 
houses  had  been  con- 
demned by  the  medi- 
cal officer  of  health  as 
unlit  tor  human  habitation, 

In  the  city’s  suburban  area,  with  only 
ten  persons  to  the  acre,  the  death  rate 
was  11  per  1,000,  and  the  infant  mortality 
79  per  1,000;  in  the  congested  area,  with 
130  persons  to  the  acre,  the  death  rate  was 
27  per  1,000,  and  the  infant  mortality  275 
per  i,0001  One  - and  - a - quarter  million 
children  attending  the  elementary  schools 
were  suffering  from  physical  defects  as  a 

of  the  housing  conditions,  and 
£150,000  was  spent  annually  on  the  upkeep 
01  school  clinics.  Public  opinion  must  be 
aroused,  and  the  Government  which  soent 
£120,000,000  on  the  Mesopotamia  muddle, 
and  £10,000,000  on  the  recent  Near  East 
trouble,  must  be  shown  that  the  people  will 
not  allow  this  state  of  things  to  continue, 
t j.  1 mu»!CIPaI  houses  in  Manchester  built 
•v  . e ®ire£t  Works  Department  were 
superior  to  those  erected  by  private  con- 
tractors, and  wei'e  £100  cheaper.  If  the 
mterest  on  the  money  loaned  by  the 
Government  was  reduced  by  1 per  cent  a 

Sotted. or  2b-  6d'  in  thereMs 

Mrs  Daws  (Council  member)  said  some 
guild  branches  did  not  realise  the  serious- 
ness of  the  question. 

Put  Capital  Levy  in  Force. 

Mrs.  Butler  (sectional  secretary)  thought 
unlet  empty  houses  should  be  rated. 

n"11?*- or  Mellor  said  a Bill  compelling 
jand  ords  to  pay  rates  on  empty  houses 
41  7,ley  would  only  sell  had  been  passed 
uy  the  Commons,  but  rejected  by  the  Lords. 

Replying  to  Mrs.  Bannister  (Leeds)  as  to 
" iy  local  authorities  did  not  build  their 
»»,.  ImUMs,  OonnoiHov  Mellor  said  it  would 
Possible  if  there  wore  no  property  owners 
on  local  councils.  (Applause.) 
il'1'?'  Thomson  (Mexborougli)  -thought 
“e  housing  problem  best  solved  at  the 
Whng  booth  Two-thirds  of  their  urban 
council  members  were  property  owners. 

Mrs.  Lee  (Low  Moor)  told  of  four  ex- 
service  men  witlh  their  wives  living  in  two 

Kned  thrGe  °f  tl,e  " omen  had  l*e?n 
Mrs.  Bland  (Bradford)  thought  it  time 
"onion  took  direct  action.  Better  condi- 
‘!ons.  would  prevail  when  the  capital  levy 
»as ; introduced. 

1 rs-  Abbott  (Sheffield)  suggested  a j’eso- 
„n1®P  falling  upon  the  Government  to  take 
P the  housing  question  immediately. 

suggestion  was  taken  up,  tihe'resolu- 
V®V  , seconded  by  Mrs.  Marshall  (East 
V eyl(  a,ld  carried. 

p."*rs-  Withers  (Hull)  also  moved  that  the 
ycntral  Committee  be  asked  to  forward  a 
‘•solution  to  the  Government  asking  them 
Wi  Uc£  tl?e  interesfc  °n  money  loaned  to 
thni  ilu , or’tie8  for  building  purposes,  and 
*.  , *och  branch  send  a similar  resolution 

M.P.s.  This  was  seconded  by  Mrs. 
Bat,er,  -and  carried. 

^Ianlcy  (Leeds)  referred  to  houses 
ar*  2 down-  rented  at  £1  a-  week. 

1>«>  ■ 1*  ^r*  Iyan'ton  (Bradford)  had  ex- 
takSS*i  ^ie.°P'a‘°n  that  co-operators  should 
Kg  iii  ,,r9'ns  *n  their  own  hands,  and  not 
(n  • ‘obbying  ” for  favours,  Mr.  Longton 
M pi'  4,  ®)  expressed  the  desire  of  the 
1 H Guild  to  attend  the  conference. 

KnilT't  Goff  (president  of  the  “mother” 

“ini  n Sheffield),  welcomed  the  delegates. 
fqff  tfle  Platform  were  Sectional  Council 


0\T!n  100  branches  sent  delegates  to  the 
cumber  of  255  to  the  Soutli-Ei.sten.  Confer- 
I^man-street,  on  November  22nd, 
nhen  Captain  Reiss  and  Mrs.  Hood  J 1* 
were  the  speakers  on  “ Housing  and  Un- 
employment.'' b 

Mrs.  Bain  (C.C.)  occupied  the  chair  for 
the  first  tune  supported  by  Mds.  Pidgenn 
(sectional  secretary),  and  members  of  the 
sectional  Council , amongst  whom  were  three 
IR  B"A  «P»»-ivll).  Mrs.  dinky 

(Battersea),  and  Mrs.  Hood  (Enfield). 

M the  outset,  Mrs. 
Bain  spoke  feeingly  of 
the  recent  death  of  Mrs. 
Green,  whose  services 
to  the  guild  extended 
over  thirty  years.  The 
delegates  expressed 
their  regret  in  a silent 
vote. 

Turning  to  business 
Mrs.  Bain  said  thev 
were  met  to  educate 
each  other  in  the  im- 
portant untiomil  ques- 
tion of  housing.  ••  \yc 
must  get  knowledge  ” 
she  said,  “ and  take  our 
education  very  eeri- 
ously.” 

i ‘ ‘ Progress. *’  said 

**  Captain  Reiss,  “ does 

moili'r  efforts,  Imt  on'steiidy'pJelsure  end  a 
tint E"1  ? His  sohftioTS 

Sfmrit V tneTUn  n'Ust  be  on  local 

authoritieA  to  build  ; national  steps  to  cou- 
tiol  puces;  budding  J„  t|,  , .j„j!t  , ' 
town  plan  for  better  conditions  - 

before  the  justices  v.vi’.'  caused 
!>.'  bad  bousing  conditions.  " 

Unlmppiness  between  husbnnds  and  wives 
quarrek  between  neighbours  slSLTaiM 
fc-w?  lllA  woman's  woiisC^ho 

lioiife—were  unavoidable  under  present  con 
d.tions.  .She  rejoiced  that  will,  the  Ss 

asttt  fr  te 

&r’fhaT?tTd  “ert'£e^VC-",mW,t  ™ 

Volley  of  Questions. 

“sked  what  is  an  ••  econo.,, ie 
rent,  and  how  could  we  deal  with  family 
incomes  in  tlie  face  of  high  prices. 

Mrs.  Bromley  (Harringay)  asked  what 
building  guilds  had  done,  and 
Mrs.  Kncok  (Wood  Green)  wished  for 
some  comparison  between  the  relative 
Sfro1™  S n1  -1^ buildmg  by  direct  control  -or 
through  Budding  Guilds. 

To  these  questions  Captain  'Reiss  replied 
tnat  no  sound  lines  of  comparison  were 
available.  The  Building  Guilds  had  done  well 
under  certain  circumstances,  but  he  thought 
that  some  further  assistance  must  come 
tiom  the  taxes  to  meet  the  necessities 
required. 

^IiS'  ^s0',‘,  (Go-op&rative  Union)  touched 
on  the  difficulties  of  carrying  people  out  of 
tenvn  to  d welly  and  the  high  cost  of 
travelling.  , 

Mi-s  Ganley  (council  member)  uiged  tliat 
giuld  branches  make  a survey  of  conditions 
in  their  own  areas. 

, Elliott  (Hackney)  suggested  a capi- 
tal levy  ought  to.be  made  at  once  for  housing 

toxatLn  " ‘he  ralief  °f  Keno"‘' 
Miss  C.  Webb  reminded  the  emiferenre 
mat  the  co-operative  movement  had  in  the 
past  done  much  bo  solve  the  housing  pro- 
blems oi  co-operators  and  could  still  do 
much  more.  Thousands  of  oo-opora tors  had 
“eaten  themselves  into  their  own  homes" 
as  they  said,  by  loyal  dealing. 

The  problem  in  its  national  aspect  was  a 
very  big  one  but  by  a groat  increase  of  co- 
operative  propaganda  tlionsands  more  could 
be  lifted  into  a similarly  good  position  The 
survey  suggested  by  Mrs.  Gmdoy  ought,  to 
include  a survey  of  co-operative  possibilities 
for  housing. 

Mr.  Adsetfc  (representing  tlio  Advisory 
Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Press)  pleaded 
for  greater  support  for  the  publications  of 
the  N.O.P.S.,  and  Mrs.  Baldwin  (Wolverton) 
moved  the  vote  of  tbaiiks.  which  was 
seconded  by  Mre.  Dnvie.s  (Colchester)  and  • 
this  concluded  the  conforency?. 
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NEWS  FROM  FAR  AND  NEAR. 


A social  was  arranged  the  other  week  by 
t e members  ot  the  belly  Oak  Guild,  wlief, 

*.  £°S^en1„^ il" 

Enfield*  Cr  C"VCW  nere  t^en  in 
social  n.,ilgt'vay  G,"dd«  recent  jubilee 

J!™.  Smith,  '■  I.nniallu 
fa“!,v  "?re  awarded  second,  third,  and 
fourth  prizes  respectively. 

The  Mayfield  Guild  (Kirkby-in-Asl, field) 

on  the  ?oent,5'-  Mr-  Kershaw  spoke 
??  ‘he,adv"I,togos  gained  by  being  mem- 
OPT6  Ot  a co-operative  society,  and  the 
M«nvtn?o  0f  .,c,olllxrtire  Jif®  assurance. 
vT'Z.1-  ‘ IS  E,"ld  '“omtors  had  been  can- 
mssers  in  the  recent  trade  campaign. 

The  Sma|l  Heath  Guild,  now  the  largest 
m Birmingham,  has  revived  its  pre-war 
practice  of  holding  a pound  day  on  behalf 
o|  the  Birmingham  Crippled  Children’s 
Union,  and  next  week  a deputation  from 
nlrrv;  d f.e  VISlt*ng  the  institution, 
ft  -W,th  them  the  “any  pounds  of 
memberIUngS  generousIy  &ven  by  the 

A special  School  for  members  of  the 
Women  s Guild  m the  South  Wales  area  was 
neitl  at  the  Co-operative  Cafe,  C’hai!**s- 
street,  Cardiff  recently,  when  about  fifty 
women  from  the  Rhondda,  R.hynmov  A’allev- 
linn-y  Cardiff  Newport,  and  other  centres 
attended.  Mrs.  I.  Smith  (Pentiv)  con- 
ducted the  school  and  in  the  morning  session 
lectured  on  “The  Furidainental  DilFerence 
Detween  the  Co-operative  Party  and  the 
Liberal  and  Tory  Parties.” 


Mrs.  Price,  5,  Marlborough  Place,  is  now 
secretary  of  the  Banbury  Guild. 

r T[“  Pa«iohhill  branch  of  the  £Tt.  George 
birthdoy  ndB°"  lec'e"t,J'  «lebratc, I its  first 

vi"!7ba;S  °if  Yidecomb<!  G"Ud  recently 
r’wro  ‘ e Itandsom*  premises  of  the 
liulit'  i "'areii0Usf.  pristol.  and  were  de- 

Uited  with  the  display  of  beautiful  goods 
in  the  drapery,  boot  and  shoe,  and  fur- 
nishing departments. 

The  Hollinwood  Guild  held  its  annual 

ovptyqnneCentIK’  "as  attended  bv 

over  300  members,  friends,  and  delegates' 
After  tea,  -Mrs.  Crouther  (president)  ex- 
tended the  welcome,  and  Mrs.  Illingworth 
(secretary)  read  the  report.  A musical 
sketch  ••  The  Silver  Welding,”  foTloSd 
when  £3  was  collected  for  the  Oldham 
infirmary. 

New  Branch  at  South  Cerney.— A meeting 
was  recently  held  at  South  Cerney  with  th° 
object  ol  opening  a guild  branch.  Mr  \ jr 
Johnson  (local  society’s  secretary)  occupied 
the  chair,  and  a deputation  from  the  District 
Committee— including  Mrs.  Hamlford  and 
-Airs.  Jaques  (seoretaiy)— attended,  and  ex- 
plained the  objects  ’and  aims  of  the  guild 
Jlie  meetup  unanimously  agreed  tl.at  a locai 
blanch  be  formed,  and  a provisional  com- 
mittee  was  elected  as  follows President 
Mrs.  It.  J.  Cook  ; secretary.  Airs.  Johnson - 
treasurer,  AIiss  Hanman ; with  Alesdames 
Taylor,  Bangham,  and  Miss  Trinder. 

The  Pendleton  Guild  recently  celebrated 
its  thirtieth  anniversary  by  a tea  and 
entertainment.  The  president  (Airs.  Berry) 
extended  the  welcome.  Alany  experiences 
were  related  of  the  guild’s  early  years  bv 
old  members.  To  those  members  rio  loneer 
resident  in  the  district  a piece  ol  birthday 
cake  wits  sent. 


is  knocking  at 
J^our  Door 

To  tell  you  all  about 
Digestive  Tea  Tips. 

The  Tea  for  the 
Dyspeptic  as  well  as 
for  the  Robust. 

□ 

Slich  in  Flavour. 
Economical  in  i£ise. 
fio  Harmful  tannin. 


\D.  per 
“ quarter 

lb. 


cw.s.  Digestive 
tea  Tips. 

— ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORE.— 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

to 


conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be 
•» i •*  'rim  nnntnr.  1. 


10  seen  can  bo  con- 
Co-operative  New*. ' 


8 


CALENDAR. 


DECEMBER. 

Midland  Section.— Derby  District  Conference, 
in  tlic  Wesleyan  Schoolroom.  Tibshclf,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  disciiBslon  : "The  Flnnn- 


conditions  or  cases  rc-quim.* 
tidered.  Address.  " Tlio  Dootor, 

Long  Millgute,  Manchester.  1 

“ Notts."" — Bathe  witli  warm  solution  of 
bicarbonate  of  soda.  Dry  well,  and  apply 
boracic  and  zinc  ointment. 

**  Fernandez."— I do  not  think  the  symp- 
toms  lire  anything  to  worry  nhout  much 
less  nie  they  “ likely  to  prove  fntnl. 

“ Bothkhko.” — I much  regret  to  hove  to 
my  that  I regard  tile  case  as  hopeless  ami 
that  nothing  more  can  bo  done  than  you 
own  doctor  is  doing. 

“Mrs.  M."  (Haverton  Hill). — No  “ nom- 
de-plum© " ; it  is  always  best  to  use  one. 
Continue  your  diet  for  constipation,  and  use 
the  douche  recommended  for  “ Fanny. 

“ Scnooi..”— At  your  age  symptoms  of 
change  of  life  may  be  expected.  Use  the 
douche  recommended  for  ‘ Fanny.  in© 
symptoms  'are  no  bar  to  marriage,  lou  are 
now  “ getting  on,"  hence  finding  your  work 
more  irksome  and  tiring.  Try  and  take 
things  easier,  if  possible — 11  ca  canny. 

“ Fanny." — Try  a course  of  Bland’s  pills 
and  the  daily  use  of  a douche,  with  the  fol- 
lowing: —Sulphate  of  zinc,  2 drachms;  bi- 
carbonate of  soda,  2 drachms;  water  to  1U 
ounces.  Use  one  tablespoonful  to  a pint 
of  warm  water.  Get  more  out-of-doors 
exercise  and  fresh  air. 

Neuritis  (“  T.  B.,"  Bury).— The  best 
treatment  for  this  is  rest — bed,  if  possible 
with  hot  flannels  to  the  part,  and  limb  on 
a pillow  and  swathed  in  cotton  worn-  All 
rubbing  is  more  harmful  than  helpful.  Arm 
in  a sling  if  going  about.  The  complaint 
is  apt  to  lie  very  tedious,  in  recovery  and 
trying  to  the  patience  of  both  patient  and 
doctor. 

“ Non.”— Take  this  medicine : —Liquor 
strvehnime,  1 drachm;  dilute  phosphoric 
acid,  2 drachms;  tincture  of  digitalis, 
drachms ; emulsion  of  chloroform  to 
ounces.  One  tablespoonful  three  times  a 
day.  Have  no  fear;  the  condition  is  not 
harmful,  and  will  be  recovered  from  in  time. 
Avoid  alcohol  and  much  meat,  and  take 
plenty  of  out-of-doors  exercise.  ► 

“ Gainsborough." — A druggist  could 

make  up  “ lead  lotion  " for  you  to  use  to  the 
leg.  He  would  know  it  by  this  name.  lour 
“ severe  heart  attack  ’’  might  have  been  due 
to  a heart  affection,  which  at  your  age  may 
be  ssrioos.  Your  doctor  could  tell  you  this 
after  examination.  But  at  your  age — you 
say  you  are  “ not  a chicken  " — and  with 
\our  physical  disabilities,  you  cannot  expect 
i'or  much  improvement. 

“ D.  0.  C.  K."  (or  “ R.")4— At  sixty- 
seven  years  of  age  rheumatism,  in  a quarry 
worker,  is  apt  to  be  difficult  to  get  Tid  of, 
and  the  best  treatment  of  it  is  by  keeping 
off  work  for  a while,  and  taking  as  long  a 
rest  from  it  as  possible.  Your  panel  doctor 
will  be  giving  you  the  proper  medicine,  but 
there  is  no  special  “ medicinal  cure  " ; only 
patience,  rest,  and  time  can  rid  you  of  the 
trouble ; and  you  must-  not  forget  that  you 
are  now  suffering  from  11  Anno  Domini," 
which  no  doctor  can  cure. 

Albumen  in  the  Urine  (“  Anxious  No. 

2 "). — The  presence  of  albumen  in  the  urine 
is  serious  only  if  it  continues  and  becomes 
chronic  and  permanent.  It  is  not  a sign 
of-malignant  disease,  hut  of  Bright’s  disease 
of  the  kidneys,  the  treatment  of  which  is 
not  so  much  l>y  medicine  as  by  milk  and 
other  non-irritating  diet  and  an  easy  life, 
free  from  worry,  anxiety,  hard  work,  and 
exposure  to  cold  and  wet  weather.  Your 
doctor  should  examine  and  report  upon  the 
amount  of  albumen  at  regular  intervals. 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  (“  Co-operator  "). 
— There  is  always  a fear  of  recurrence  of 
the  hamiorrhage,  and  your  diet  must  be 
light,  easily  digested,  and  non-irritating.  It 
is  harmful  to  use  “ rather  a lot  of  aperient 
medicines,”  such  as  “ cascara,  three  times 
a week,"  and  your  “full-up  feeling"  and 
wind  are  due  to  flatulence  from  indigestion. 
“ Port  or  other  wines"  are  more  harmful 
than  helpful,  as  indeed  are  all  forms  of 
alcoholic  drinks.  Thanks  for  your  good 
words  re  our  Medical  Column. 

? Kidneys  (“  Primula.”). — At  sixty-four 
years  of  age  an  irritable  condition  of  the 
urinary  organs  is'  common,  the  chief  symp- 
tom being  increased  frequency*of  desire  to 
pass  water  and  sometimes  retention  of 
urine,  these  symptoms  being  due  to  the  en- 
largement of  the  “prostate  gland  " — the 
gland  at  tlie  neck  of  the  bladder.  Back- 
ache is  not  necessarily  a sign  of  kidney 
disease,  the  only  dependable  one  being 
albumen  in  the  urine,  which  can  only  lie 
determined  by  examination  of  the  urine  by 
a doctor  or  a competent  nurse.  No  special 
medicine  neoessary  ; diet  should  be  light  and 
non-alcoholic,  with  little  or  no  meat.  (See 
reply  to  “ Anxious  No.  2.”) 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETVS 

FLOUR  BINS  & SHOOTS 


Increase 1 Repeat  Orders  that  on- 
coming In.  If  you  hare  not  got  a Oatv 
logu  j,  please  wrlto  for  ono. 
Manufacturers  and  fnrnlahora  of  Appli- 
ances for  “Excelda"  Check  System, 
that  h is  proved  sucoesif ul  at  Barasloy 


Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT 


clai  Position  of  Uie  Co-operative  Movement 
jn  Relation  to  Now  Forms  of  Administration 
in  (lie  Retail  Trade."  Reader  of  Mr.  George 
Riddle’s  Congress  paper,  Mr.  W.  Warren 
(sectional  board). 

Men’s  Guild  (London  District).— Conference,  on 
the  C.W.S.  Premises,  Lemnn-streot,  London, 
E.,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : ' Co- 
operative Ideals  and  their  Realisation. 
Speaker,  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (joint  secretary). 
Women’s  Guild.— Usnciisliirc  Section  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Mitchell  Memorial  Ilnll,  Ualloon- 
fitreet,  Manchester,  at  2 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " Housing."  Speakers,  Coun- 
cillor iMellor  (Manchester)  and  Mrs.  Proud- 
foot  (Sectional  Council).  . 

Women’s  Guild.— Mid-Durhutn  District  Confer- 
ence, in  the  Primitive  Methodist  Churoh, 
Ushaw  Moor.  Subject  for  discussion:  The 

Workers’  Press."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Forbes 
(II unwick).  _ _ , 

Women’s  Guild  (Stafford  District).— One  Day  s 
School  in  the  Co-operative  Hull,  Lichfield. 
Teacher,  Mrs.  Sands  (Sectional  Council)- 
Women’s  Guild  (Bolton  Distrlct).-One  Day  s 
School,  at  the  Public  Hall,  Mrfrket-street, 
Hindlcy,  nt  2-30  p.m.  Subject:  "Inter- 
national Co-operation."  Speaker,  Mrs.  M Aru 
(Sectional  Council,  Livorjioni;,. 

. Co-operative  Educational  Fellowship  (Manches- 
ter Branch).— Lecture  by  Mr.  George  Kaut- 
innnn,  M.A.,  on  "The  Threefold  Common- 
wealth,” ut  Holyonke  House,  at  7-30  p.m. 
Northern  Section.— South  Durham  and  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  District  Conference,  on 
(he  Jubilee  Hull  Premises,  Leeds-strect, 
Stockton-on-Tees,  of  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : "The  Orgapisation  of  Retail  Dis- 
tributive Societies  in  Relation  to  Present-day 
Competition."  Reader  oi  Professor  Hall « 
paper,  Mr.  A.-Stoddart  (sectional  secretary). 
North-Western  Section  (Manchester  District 
Association).— Special  Conference,  on  t 
C W.S.  Premises,  Balloon-street,  Mnnchesti 
ai  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " n r" 
Campaign."  ....  , - n:, 

North-Western  Section.— North  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  flic  Co-operative  Lesser 
Hall,  Oliurch-strect,  Lancaster,  nt  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " The  Principles  mid 
Purposes  of  Co-opef.itive  Trade  ; to  be  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Hobson  O-niiMsieT). 
North-Western  Section.— Huddersfield  District 
Conference,  in  the  Baptist.  Schoolroom,  Milns- 
l.ridge,  nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" The  Trade  Campaign.  Paper  by  Mr. 

W.  Mercer  (Co-operative  Union). 
North-Western  Section  (North-East  Lancashire 
District  Association). — Special  Conference,  on 
the  Co-operative  Premises,  Town  Hnll-slrect, 
Blackburn,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
” The  Corporation  Profits  Tax  ' ; to  be  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Hynd  (secretary,  Fadsworth 
Society) 

Men’s  Guild  (Mid-Yorks.  District  Council). 

’ Conforenoe  on  (he  Co-operative  Prcmisi 

Cleckhenton,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
eion  : " Trade  and  Membership."  Speaker, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Oration  (Leeds). 


” Trade 


Four  Turog  points 


breads— economy  I Contains  more  nour- 
ishment— value  I Free  from  oil  harsh  bran 
which  causes  indigestion— health  I Delicious  full 
wheat  flavour — pleasure  I 

Turog  Flour  is  just  at  simple  to  use  at  ordinary 
while /lour.  There  are  a dot en  different  things  you 
can  easily  make  at  home,  suchat  scones,  bunt. ginger 
bread,  etc.,  y our  dealer  will  supply  you  with  Turog 
Flour  in  Si-lb' and  7-lb,  while  cotton  bags.  Buy  a 
bag  to-day. 


THE  NEW  PATENT 


NATIONAL  UNIO'I  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
<&  ALLIE5  V/ORKERS-Ths  N.U.D.A.W. 


THE  HEW  DAWN” 

The  " Readable  " Trade  Union 
Paper.  Published  fortnightly 
' Saturdays).  Price  2d. 

m branch  sectaries,  or  ia. 
post  Ires  from  Central  Office— 
” Ouldcy,"  Wilmslow  Road, 
Fallowfield,  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


BAKERY  mid  CONFECTIONERY  MANAGER  Re- 
quired; used  to  travelling  and  druwplatc  uvena 
and  Perkins  plnnt;  550  tacks  weekly.— Only  keen  men 
need  send  full  particulars,  with  wages  required,  to  the 
Committee,  Reading  Co-operative  Society,  not  later 
tliun  December  11th. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

Assistants,  m vnaof.us,  buyers, 

HOUSEMEN.  CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  P0FITKU3 
—Societies  requirif«g  efficient  men  or  women,  wns 

Jood  references,  lor  cry  distributive  department,  apply 
OHK  Tuiiseb,  Geren.1  Secretary,  National  Arndgamatii 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  un.l  Ueifc, 
Dilkc  House,  Malet-street,  London.  W.C.I. 


B 


AKERS.— Societies  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grad* 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banvield,  General  &,;cre. 
tary,  Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  nnij 
Confectioners,  67,  Sydney-strcet.  London,  S.W. 

BAKER  seeks  SIT.  with  a southern  society;  generjj 
experience;  could  manage  small  bakery.— 
Morris,  c/o  " Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


BOOT  MANAGER  and  BUYER  Wanted  to  take  com- 
plete control  of  Boot  Department  and  Boot-Iw- 
pairing  Factory;  annual  sales  £11,000. — Applications, 
stating  age,  qualicatlons,  particulars  of  previous  ex- 
perience, und  wages  required,  together  with  names  for 
two  references,  to  reach  the  Walsall  and  District  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Bridge-street,  Walsall,  not  later 
than  Wednesday,  December  6th.  Envelopes  to  bo 
endorsed  " Boot  Manager.”  


COMPETENT  CLERK  Required,  aged  20-21  years,  to 
assist  secretary;  good  knowledge  oi  general  co- 
operative offlee  routine;  wages  46s.  per  week.— Apply, 
giving  copies  oi  two  recent  testimonials,  to  the  Secre- 
tary, Slough  and  District  Co-operative  Society,  High- 
lit reel,  SlQUgll. 

D~  RAPERY.— Wanted,  smart,  obliging,  experienced 
FEMALE  ASSISTANT;  age  not  under  19;  good 
opening  lor  right  person— Apply  at  onoe,  ^giving 
age,  wage,  experience,  and  references, 

Manager,  Co-operati 


. to  General 

Society,  Irtlilingborougb. 


DRAPERY.— Wanted,  thoroughly  capable  BRANCH 
MANAGERESS;  good  window  dresser  stock- 
buving. — Applicants  slate 
•'  —quired,  to 


keeper,  and  saleswon  . . 

age,  experience,  references,  and  wages 
General  Manager,  Co-operative  Society, 
Woking.  


Percy -street, 


would  like  SITUATION  with  co-operative  society- 

Devon  preferred;  willing  to  invest  £100—  IV, x 67 
" Co-operative  News,"  Manchester. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize,  National  Dairy  Show 
LoDdou;  produced  by  tho  Cathedral  Dairy,  EmUi; 
special  term9  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appR. 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  Indus, 
trad  Society  Ltd..  110,  Sldwell-street,  Exeter. 


" Sentinel  ” STEAM  LOR. 

_ rrv , 4 ort  Department,  r 

Limited,  J)5,  Morrison-strect.  Glasgow. _ 

FUNERAL  CARS  and  * Improved  Light  CU-j 
HEARSES  and  COACHES;  various  designs; 
some  second  hand;  photos  free.— Cash  or  terms,  John 
Marston's  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradlord-street, 
Birmingham. 


H 


OME  BREWING. 


_ „ MANAGERESS  for  East- 

jbl^  bourne  Branch  Drapery;  excellent  opportunities; 
, radc  £60  per  week.— Apply,  stating  salary  required, 
qualifications,  and  references,  to  Co-operative  Society, 
Newhaven,  Sussex.  


RAPERY.  Ac. — Want'd,  capable,  reliable  MAN  to 
ake  charge,  under  supervision  oi  general  man- 
ager, of  Mixed  Drapery,  Millinery,  and  Furnishing 


I) 


Departments;  must  lie  g'*>d  stockkeeper  and  able 
control  staff;  trade  last  ball  £2,550,  and  can  be  greatly- 
increased  by  capable  man. — Applications,  endorsed 
" Draper,”  stating  age,  experience,  wages  required, 
together  with  copies  ol  Tecent  testimoiuals,  to  bo 
addressed,  not  later  than  December  4th,  to  Drapery 
Sub-Committee,  Exeter  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 


EXPERIENCED  MAN  Reqnlred;  capable  of  organis- 
ing and  managing  n milk  department,  just  open- 
ing. — Apply  by  letter,  stating  age,  experience,  and 
wage  required,  to  Secretary,  Co-operative  Society, 
Sitringbourne.  ’ 


Melton  mowbray  co-operative  society 

LTD.  Require  a smart  YOUNG  MAN  (single,  as 
TRAVELLER;  must  be  good  canvasser  and  able  to  show 
.results;  splendid  prospects  lor  ambitious  young  man.— 
Applications,  stating  age,  wage,  experience,  with  copies 


luuua,  . --f r ■ . , , , 

....  recent  testimonials,  to  be  received  not  iater 
l Tuesday,  December  5tb.  


One  6d.  packet  of  Miller's  Malt  and  Hop9  makes  » 
GALLON  OF  GOOD  PURE  BEER  at  o total  cost  of 
about  10d.,  and  entails  no  more  trouble  than  boiling 
potatoes  for  dinner. 

Why  then  pay  the  high  prices  charged  in  public- 
bouses?  Sold  by  Co-operative  Societies,  Grocery  4c, 
Ask  for  it  and  TRY  it.  A boon  in  these  hard  tunes. 

, Sole  Proprietors  ; 

THE  MILLER  MANUFACTURING  CO, 
KING-STREET,  STRETFORD,  MANCII  KSTF.lt. 


Ol 


HOW  to  cut  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FIGURES  for 
making  attractive  window  displays  and  posters; 
patterns  and  method,  2s.  complete,  post  free.—"  Pnmo" 
(Dept.  B.),  27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool.  

MOTOR  “HEARSE;  saloon;  latest  design  body  for 
three  purposes;  suit  any  chassis;  parti*  ulira 
free. — SIarston's  Carriage  Works  Limited.  Bradford- 

street,  Birmingham. 

LDHAM  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
' LIMITED. — On  SALE,  DISUSED  ICE  BOX,  Oft.  by 
vm.  uin.  by  7ft.  high;  can  be  udapted  as  refrigerator 
for  small  butchering  department.— Further  particulars 

on  application.  - 

T^OR  SALE,  " SIMPLEX " BOOT-FINISHING  MA- 
^ CHINE,  by  Keats  and  Bexon;  dust  cell  * tar  arid 
fittings  complete;  66in.  shall ; practically  new ; what 
offers?— Apply,  Co-operative  Society,  Ludden den , lorks. 
OR  SALE  BAKER’S  VANS,  2 and  4 wheelers;  til 
ready  lor  the  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  1 1 A WKrNQ 
VAN  on  "Ford"  chassis.— Apply,  the  Lei  ^er 
riage  Builders  aDd  Wheelwrights  Limited.  Marlow-road, 

lA‘icester. 

WHIST  SCORING  CARDS;  superior;  1,000  14?.- 
Scoti's.  32,  Crown-avenue,  Clydebank,  g lasgow, 
ANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  1)INB 
at  the  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operativo  Sccietyi 
Restaurant. 

Quality  is  Right.  Prices  are  Big'}*- 
Note  the  Address:  ALBION  STREET < 


ROCHDALE  EQUITABLE  PIONEERS  SOCIETY  LID. 

. —Applications  are  invited  for  the  position  of 
MANAGER  oi  the  Pork  und  Butchery  Department;  16 
butchery  and  4 pork  branches;  annual  trade  £7o,000; 
applicants,  who  must  have  hud  experience  in  buying 
und  i«»ssess  a thorough  knowledge  of  both  branches 
of  the  trade,  should  state  age,  experience,  and  wages 
required.— Applications  should  tie  endorsed  ®u,^‘^rY 
Manager,"  und  addressed  to  the  Rochdale  Equitable 
Pioneers  Society  Ltd.,  Toad-lane  Rochdale.  

SECRETARY  Wanted  by  the  Blyth  Central  Indus- 
trial and  Provident  Society  Ltd.;  membership 


trade  £238,612  per  annum;  applicants  nlease 
rience.  and  salary  required,  enclosing 
duplicate  copies  only,  and  if  engaged 


1,262; 

stale  age,  experience, 

testimonials  in  duplic:..,  . — - . . - - 

in  co-operative  service  enclose  latest  balance  sheet.-— 
Applications  to  be  sent  to  Registered  Office,  York-street, 
endorsed  ’’  Secretary,”  not  later  than  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 4th.  Canvassing,  directly  or  indirectly,  a dis- 
qualification. 


THE  Committee  of  the  Sowerby  Bridge  Industrial 
'society  desire  to  thank  all  applicants  for  the 
position  of  TAILORING  MANAGER.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Lockwood  (Bingley)  lias  been  appointed. 

THE  Committee  of  the  Market  llarborough  Co- 
operativo  Society  Ltd.  thank  the  numerous  appli- 
cants for  the  position  as  CONFECTIONER,  and  wish 
to  inform  them  that  yi  appointment  lias  been  made. 

WANTED,  a smart  YOUNG  MAN  for  ilie  Bulohery 
Department ; aged  25  to  30;  for  a new  butchery 
van  to  go  round  the  villages.— Apply,  staling  ago, 
wage,  and  experience,  endorsed  ’’  Butcher,"  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  liigb-Hreet,  Market  Harborougli. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 
Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Eeea 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE,  The  Bakery  Fitter.  Pendleton. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  irtistel 
to  H.  IlIBBERD,  66,  Great  Prescott-strcet,  Urdon. 

A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

MR.  WILL  CARTER’S  " MERRIE  MIMICS. . - 
An  original  show.  Great  succe>= 

Refinement  guaranteed.  We  cater  f**r  all  and  * 
none.  Christmas  and  New  Year  still  ;>lv'n  ■ 
moderate;  distance  no  object.— 15,  \Yarwicl--tie«i 
Hulme,  Manchester.  ’Phone  1163  Central  ^ 


WANTED.  lor  Boot  mid  Shoe  Deportment,  smart 
LADY  ASSISTANT  to  act  as  FIRST  HAND 
under  manager;  must  be  efficient  saleswoman;  wages 
mid  according  to  N.U.D.A.W.  scale,  with  first  assist- 
ants’ allowance. — Apply,  enclosing  copies  of  testi- 
monials, to  Co-operative  Society,  49,  Churoh-road, 
Hendon. 

WANTED,  smart  COLONIAL  BUTCHER  as  FIRST 
ASSISTANT;  must  be  a callable  and  first-class 
man ; one  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  colonial 
meat  trade— Apply  by  letter,  slating  ago,  wages  re- 
quired, with  two  copies  ol  recent  testimonials.  Appli- 
cations to  be  addressed  to  Butchering  Committee,  Oo- 
operutivo  SooiOty  Ltd.,  149,  Church-street,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  and  to  reach  this  address  on  or  before 
Monday  next,  -December  4th. 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  Eat 


BALL-VALVE 

VACUUM  CLOTHES  WASHER 

it  the  greatest  washing-day  boon  fever  invented, 
dishes  all  the  dread  oi  washing  with  its 
laborious  toil  and  backache.  Clothes 
are  washed  in  a quarter  oi  the  lime. 

NO  BOILING. 

NO  RUBBING. 

Made  ol  SOLID  COPPER  to  last 
a LIFETIME.  Price  IBs.  6d. 
80,000  Svmnm  PuRciiuiu. 
Obtainable  from  Co-operative  Stores 
throughout  Great  Britain.  Wholesale 
only  from  C.W.  S..  Manchester, 

^ Bristol,  and  London, 

BR mVlTvACUUH  WASHER  CQ.,  Dtpt.  64.  LIVERPOOL 


7ANTED,  SHOP  FOREMAN  for  Grocery  Depart- 
. / ment;  good  all 
worker. — Apply,  statin] 

recent  references,  to  ...  -o--  - - 

tary.  Luzonby  anrl  District  Co-0[>epitive  Society  Ltd., 
Lazonby,  S.O.,  .Cumberland.  

WANTED,  a competent  BUTCHER,  to  take  charge 
of  a branch  shop.— Apply  by  letter,  with  two 
recent  testimonials,  stating  ogc.  wage,  and  experience, 
to  tho  Committee,  Kirkby-in-Ashfleld  Indtist rial  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Low  MoAr  roud,  East  Kirkby, 
before  Decembe 


T ANTED,  capable  GROCERY  ASSISTANT.— Apply, 
▼ T stating  age,  reference,  and  wnges,  to  Managing 
Secretary,  Salisbury  Co-operative  Sooloty. 


WANTED,  ASSISTANT  for  ButcheTy  Department; 

aged  18  lo  19  years.— Apply,  with  references, 
not  later  than  December  7th,  to  Annesley  Woodhouse 
Cooperative  Society,  18,  Main-road,  Annesley  Wood- 
houee,  Notts. 


WANTED, 

A- THOROUGHLY  EFFICIENT  MAN  AS 

TRAVELLER, 

with  general  knowledge  of  the  Printing  Trade, 
und  capable  of  interviewing  Trade  Unions  and 
Co-operative  Societies.  Applications,  stating 
age  and  experience,  with  two  testimonials,  to 
be  sent  not  later  than  December  1 8th,  addressed, 
Secretary,  Derby  Printers  I,td.,  Willow  Row, 
‘ Derby. 


North-Western 
Co-operative 
Convalescent 
Homes  Association 
Limited. 

The  DEWSBURY 
PIONEERS'  IN* 
dustrial  socie- 
ty Ltd.  respectfully 
request  the  support 

shareholding  societies 

for  Mr.  • • • 


Arthur  F.  Wilson 

Mr.  WILSON  has  been  on  the  Cw««g 
of  Managem  nt  and  Edueaflon.l  Commit^ 
over  eleven  years.  He  is  a man  ^ 
judgment,  and  in  every  way  qualify 
position  to  which  he  is  nominated. 

VOTE  FOR  WILSON, 
DEWSBURY. 


SPEND  CHRISTMAS 

AT 

CHEVIN  HALL- 


0TLEY. 


terms 


9s.  per  day' 


SET  as  Si*-' 


Ask  for  “BEE  HIVE”  Brand 
PLUM  PUDDINGS 
and  MINCEMENT. 

MADE  FROM  THE  FINEST  MATERIALS 

BY 

The  Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Boa  Hive  Works,  Droylsdert. 


A Au  c°-°per»fors  9 

* * ’I  A LLiLx,  Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  st  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help"  Br*"d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Qtctraateei 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Siciety  LfcL,  Park  Mills,  L-rdt.  Staf&rishfra. 
Sesrio^  Saks  for  Hand,  or  Mac  tuna  tqo.  Boot-Closlar 
Twist,  Tailors’  Battua-Hoie  Twist,  Sn.  Blodtan9 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt)  Belting,  and  other  TrI  mniaiji 
AitnU  i Th»  Bailisk  asd  Scattwh.  Wholesale  Safeties 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boot 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 


Makers  of  the 


Ltd. 


Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  Sc  Shoes* 

The  Dairrtloat  and  Most 
Up-to — '«te  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp. 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  i 8.  Withy  Grove,  Manohostor 


Thomson’s  MS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Wooihouse  Ji  11s,  HUODERyFIEID. 

Sole  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Lid. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shillings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  be  had  at  CO-OPERATIVE  3TORE3  ONLY 
Please  ask  for  them. 


Ladies’  an!  Cie  its’ 

H3S1ERY  and 
UNDER  WEAR 

Give  o j weiring  ill-fittint 
an!  onejm  ortable  Hosiery 

and  Underwear.  — ■ 

We  cia  fit  you  perfectly. 


December  2,  1022. 

YOU  CAN  NEVER  BREAK 

PROTECT  A LITE 

“ P-A.L” 

GAS  GLOBES 


This  svell -known 
CO -OPERATIVE 

BRAND  

on 

MEN’S 
BOOTS 

is 

A GUARANTEE 
OP  QUALITY 

and — 

RIGHT  EABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 

MADE  BY  THE 

CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS. 

DESBOROUGH. 


“Che  Ideal” 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


OLID 

TYLISH 

sssf^-sr 

UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  In  Style  and  Prioe. 

THE  MOSTKELLABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  yoar  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

, Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Mo3t  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


XJj,  Eccles, ' “ Climax,”  and  other  Check  Systomi 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Acoonnts.  “SIMPLEX” 
Byntom ; No  Posting.  8avo3  time  Qroatest 
accnraoy.  Saves  Money. 

NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER, 
Branches : Rutherford  Streot,  Newcastle- on-Tyne 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.O. 


0 ■ ■ ■ ■ n ■ — Xs6e  tJleliable  Jiome  ZDyes.  — ■ 

DRUMMER 

DYF  ^ in  25  shades-  c*"  fc« 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTOty. 

■ ■ Makers  ofEdoei  "3>ollv  SBlue"  & '‘ZDollv  (Bream." 


CULCHETH  HALL 

Country  Holiday  Residence 

Open  all  the  pear 1 round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington : 10  minuted  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway:  23 
minute)  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & H.-W.  Ry. 
Thnnis,  Bowling.  Onex  Gulps.  C (too oar 

Billixhds.  Near  te  Keuyon  Golf  Link* 

For  particulars  apply  s — 

Mlal  O.  invites,  Manageress,  Cutchebh  Hall. 

Nowchurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  8aoretary,  Oo-operatlve  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 
Telephone  J2I  Leigh. 


Manu/adureJ  itj  ri- 
WIG3T0N  HOSIERS 

— — Limited,  

Wigslan  (Co-apera- 
( ice  Prodar&oc 


FULL  of 
ENERGY! 

HoVIS 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO  OPEHATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALBION  8TKEET,  LEEI'3. 

tin-plate  department. 

MaV:rt  of  Fbxr, 
Grim,  ?ot*tj, 
Safer,  Tr»j:l. 
dun  an  J Shjsti. 

Ovry,  Si'eary, 
»od  Batchniaf 
Departments 
Supplied. 


REDUCES  GAS  BILLS  INCREASES  LIGHT 

PREVENTS  FIRES  SAVES  GAS  MANTLES 

U your  dealor  cannot  enpply  them,  order  direct  from  I 

SAFETY  GLOBE  CO., 

“ Pifco’*  House,  MANCHESTER. 

ONLY  ONLY 

2/-  Don  l P°y  More  2/6 

EACH  Poet  Free. 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 

— FOR  - 

TumUK  Ovems. 


Bakery  Departmeot  : WESTWOOD  WORKS,  PETERBOROUGH. 

T clef  rams  » _ . 

EERS.  PETERBOROUGH.  30,  PETERBOROUGH 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY,  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


Ladies’  Tailor-. Vlads 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialejr  Royd  Mill,  Birralcy. 

Htfcsrj  of  Ox  ord  Shirtiats.  GmoImIIm,  FUvnalftti, 
Sitiiia*,  LiasaettpJ,  Lmtrcs,  * Siltetwn  LiatM  t ; 
also  el  flr«y  Ctothv 

Telephone : National,  Bitraloy,  133.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  N'o.9Pil;ar.  Pel.: National.  Manehestoc.AOlO. 

Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 
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When  your  lad  becomes  16  let  him  take  up 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

through  the  C.VV.S.  Section. 

The  Local  Secretary  will  tell  you,  about  it. 


Decemubh  2,  1922, 


HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO. 

W 


“Jennie”  is  the  Brand. 

HERRINGS  IN  TOMATO 


►®-*-®-f-®-»~* 


Ask  at 
Your  Store 


for 


Coso  Cocoa 

AND  GET  INTO  THE  COUPON  COLLECTING  HABIT. 


“The 

Cocoa  with 
a Charm.” 


1 Coupons  Leading  to  Free 

®®^®^®— — 

© 


Boxe} s of  Chocolate  are  included  with  the  Coso  Cocoa,  t 


►©-a-®—®-—* 


Keep 

the 

Youngsters 

Pleased. 


j Every  Wife  to 
Every  Husband 

| SHOULD  TAKE  A 
PACKET  HOME 


j-  CWS  Kippers  j 

(in  1 lb.  Cartons  at  8d.), 

are  a bright  speck 


j CWS  Soaps 

2 Are  low  in  Prico 
but  high  in 
Quality. 


: Used  in  all 

• Co-operative 
: Establishments 


j'Ae  science  of  making  Loots  and  shoes  Acts 
not yet reached  finality.  Jt is  being  developed 
in  mang  factories  with  skill  and  science. 
Uhe  several  factories  of  Ihe  Cooperative 
Wholesale  Society ftd.  are  keeping  well  in 
the  front  in  this  way  and  their  new  models 
are  a great  advance  on  anything  that  has  hitherto 
Leen  produced.  Jhe  Wheatsheaf  "Loots  secure  east 
and  comfort  in  walking  combined  with  a stylish 
appearance  that  gives  them  fashionable 
smartness.  Quality,  finish  and style  are  combined 
to  such  a degree  that  those  who 

intfieW^r  yoay 

witl  find  ease  and  comfort  all  the  time. 


Ladies'  Wheatsheaf  Shoes  10s.  9d.,  12s.  6d.,  16s.  6d. 
Men's  Wheatsheaf  Boots  14s.  lid.,  18s.  6d.,  21s. 


Whealsheaf  Shoes  * 

12/6  J 

PER  PAIR  PEF 

2/6  12/6 

PAIR  PER  PAIR 

10/c 

PER  PA 

IR 

•+•  Jor  easy,  wal 

king.  * 

AND 


trintod  and  l’uWishod  l>y  the  Nmorut  Co-opkiutiv*  l’unuaiiiMa  Socinry  Limited,  at  tliolr  Offices,  Long  Mitigate,  Mancheeter.— Saturday,  December  2nd.  1922, 


CO'Opbrvtivi:  Niavs,  and  Journal  or  Associated  Industry,  December  9tli,  9922 

the  BEST  NEWS  IS  THE  “CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS.” 


STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  of 

c.w.s. 

BISCUITS. 


METAI.  BRIGHTENED 

. WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 

f ROM  THE  CMS.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2,989.  No.  189.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  December  q,  1922. 


1 


The  PEOPLE’S 
YEAR  BOOK, 

1923, 

Is  about  to  be  Published. 


ORDER  YOUR  COP^ 
THIS  WEEK. 


Orders  from  Societies  should  be  sent 
without  delay  to  C.W.S.  Publicity 
Department,  1 1 8,  Corporation  Street, 
Manchester . 


The  C.W.S.  BIRDIE  BROW 
POULTRY  FARM, 

Mitton,  nr.  WHALLEV, 

OFFER 

Pore  Utility  Ereeding  Stock, 
with  Heavy  Laying  Records. 

Pullets  and  Stook 
Cockerels. 

LEGHORNS, 

WYANDOTTES, 

R.LR. 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS, 
ANCONAS,' 

LIGHT  SUSSEX, 
BREEDING  DUCKS,  GEESE, 
and  TURKEYS. 

0 

Ash  your  Store  Manager  to  obtain 
particulars  from  the  C.  W.  S. 
Poultry  and  Game  Section. 


"LOOK  / PTER  THE  PENCE  AND  THE 
POUNDS  WILL  LOOK  AFTER  THEMSELVES." 
There  is  no  denying  the  truthfulness  of  this 
adage,  butunlesspractisedin  therightwaythe 
progress  is  slow  and  sometimes  discouraging 

DON’T  BE 
DISCOURAGED  ! 

Tav  Again  in  tiie  SOUND.  PRACTICAL. 
and  COMMON-SENSE  WAY. 

Invest  Your  Savings 

-EITHER  PENCE  OR  POUNDS - 

in  a Co-operative 
Endowment  Policy. 

Comparative  Life  Assurance  Policies  offer  exceptional 
facilities  for  saviDa.  nnd  also  provide  protection 
against  Life's  Uncertainties. 

Write  for  particulars  to  C.I.S., 

109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester,  and 
59,  Morrison  Street,  Glasgow. 


USE  AND  MISUSE. 

BOOKMAKERS  AND  THE  WORD 
“ CO-OPERATIVE.” 

PARLIAMENTARY  INQUIRIES. 

Last  week  we  published  an  article  on  the 
formation  of  the  National  Co-operative  Turf 
Association,  raised  the  question  of  the  indis- 
criminate use  of  the  word  co-operative,  and 
suggested  that  the  matter  should  be  taken 
up  with  the  Government. 

The  article  was  written  on  the  Wednes- 
day. The  same  day,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (Hills- 
borough, Sheffield)  asked  the  Financial 
•Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  a book- 
makers’ business  laid  been  registered  under 
the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acte 
under  the  title  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Turf  Association  Limited;  whether  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  objects  of  this  association 
were  such  as  properly  come  within  the  terms 
of  the  IiuhiBtri.T!  and  Provident  Societies 
Acts;  and,  if  not,  what  steps  he  proposed  to 
take  in  the  matter? 

Mr.  Baldwin:  The  association  referred  to 
was  registered  under  the  Industrial  and 
Provident  Societies  Act,  1893,  ou  September 
14th,  1922,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
the  bu'binessws  of  commission  agents,  book- 
makers^ and  turf  accountants,  and  of  bet- 
ting at  starting  priye  odds , or  any  oilier 
system.  The  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly 
Societies  informs  me  that  he  gave  this  case 
the  tco^t  careful  consideration,  and  c ine  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  wqs  no  legal 
ground  on  which  he  could  refuse  to  register 
it. 

On  Monday  this  week  Mr.  T.  Henderson, 
Co-operative  member  for  Trndeston,  raised 
the  question  and  asked  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  the  Government 
would  take  immediate  steps  to  strengthen 
the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts 
to  secure  the  protection  of  the  public. 

Dir.  Baldwin  said  lie  was  not  in  n petition 
to  add  anything  to  the  reply  given  on  the 
29th  ultimo  to  the  lion,  member  for  the 
Hillsborough  Division  (Mr.  A.  V. 
Alexander). 

A Distinctive  Name. 

Sir, — Commenting  on  the  formation  of 
the  National  Co-operative  Turf  Association 
Limited,  you  express  the  need  of  protection 
to  the  movement. 

Whilst  we  should  not  surrender  the  word 
“ co-operation,”  there  are  great  difficulties 
about  getting  so  general  a term  restricted 
to  our  own  use.  We  need  a word  that  can 
he  used  distinctively  not  only  in  trading, 
but  in  the  educational  and  political  sides  of 
the  movement.  Not  long  pgo  I read  in  the 
” Manchester  Guardian  ” an  election  article 
headed  “ How  the  Gibraltar  of  1 Co-opera- 
tion ’ Fell.”  Many  readers  glancing  at  that 
heading,  and  not  troubling  to  note  the  con- 
text, would  conclude  that  the  movement 
had  received  a smashing  blow. 

We  have  a solution  to  our  difficulty  if  we 
adopt  nnd  have  legally  secured  to  us  the 
word  “ co-op,”  either  with  or  without  an 
emblematic  device.  This  word  is  our  own 
child,  and  has  not  yet,  I believe,  been  cap- 
tured by  the  dictionaries  as  King’s  English. 
— Yours.  Arc.,  C.  Gheig. 

1 Manchester. 

[The  word  11  co-op  ” is  not  “ our  own  child.” 
It  is  an  unwanted  child  that 

other  people  have  fastened  on 

to  us.  Most  of  these  who  have 
laboured  to  convince  the  world  of  the 
dignity  of  the  co-operative  movement 
would  he  as  pained  if  that  name  were 
applied  to  the  movement  ns  a respect- 
able Japanese  would  he  if  called  a 
“ Jap,”  or  ns  a respectable  Scotsman  if 
called  a “ Scottie.” — Eo.,  11  C.N.”] 


MILK  DELIVERY  BY  MOTOR. 

The  committee  of  the  Blackley  Society 
have  under  consideration  the  quest  ion  of 
retailing  milk  by  motor  vehicles,  and  would 
he  glad  if  any  society  delivering  by  this 
method  would  communicate  with  them.'  Tho 
General  Officos  are  in  Markct-streot, 
Blackley,  Manchester. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

USEFUL  QUESTIONS  BY  OUR 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

[By  Our  Own  Correspondent^] 

The  cc-opeiTitive  four  are  settling  down  to 
their  work  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
they  are  setting- an  example  to  many  on  t lie 
Government  benches  as  to  the  regularity  of 
attendance  and  keenness  with,  which  the 
debates  are  followed.  I r.atico  that  the 
'•  whip  ” is  utilising  each  of  the  members  of 
his  group  in  putting  questions  of  importance 
to  the  movement,  and  Mr.  Alexander  has. 
been  on  the  qui  vive  in  asking  supplemen- 
tary questions.  Mr.  Alexander  spoke  on  the 
unemployment  question  on  Friday  last  week 
with  force  and  sincerity,  and  made  a good 
impression  on  the  House.  It  Vns  a 
” maiden  ” speech  of  great  promise. 

Miners'  Welfare  Fund. 

Mr.  IL  C.  Morrison,  Co-operative  .Mem- 
ber tor  North  Tottenham,  on  Monday  asked 
the  Secretary  for  Mines  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  inquiry  addressed  by  his  depart- 
ment to  five  big  banks  concerning,  facilities 
for  the  banking  accounts  in  connection  with 
the  Miners’  Welfare  Fund  has  been  inter- 
preted in  many  localities  as  meaning  that 
only  those  banks  are  approved  by  the  Mines 
Department  for  the  purpose  rf  this  business  ; 
and  whether  he  will  give  instructions  that 
immediate  steps  should  he  taken  to  advise 
local  miners’  welfare  committees  that  they 
me  free  to  open  accounts  with  other  banks 
which  provide  satisfactory  terms. 

Lieut. -Colonel  G.  R.  Lane-Fox:  I was  not 
aware  that  the  circular  issued  by  the  Wel- 
fare Fund  Committee  was  being  interpreted 

.<  'he  sense  suggested  by  the  lieu,  member, 
hi.i  I am  arranging  fo.  a funfier  comfiLtfuica- 
tion  to  lie  addressed  to  the  district  com- 
mittees in  order  to  remove  any  possible  mis- 
apprehension. 

Excessive  Railway  Rates. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  asked  the  Minister 
of  A'gricultuie  whether  his  attention  has 
lie  on  called  to  the  case  of  a farmer  carrying 
on  business  near  Crewe,  who  stated  that  out 
of  £3  per  ton  lie  got  for  his  potatoes,  he  had 
to  pay  19s.  2d.  per  ton  for  railway  carriage 
from  the  farm  near  Crewe  to  Levens- 
liulme,  near  Manchester ; whether  the 
effect  of  such  excessive  charges'  is  to  dis- 
courage the  growing  of  food  in  this  country; 
and  whether  he  will  make  representations  to 
the  Ministry  of  .Transport  with  a view  to  an 
immediate  revision  of  such  excessive 
charges? 

Lieut. -Colonel  Ashley:  I have  been  asked 
to  reply  to  this  question.  The  matter  had 
not  previously  been  brought  to  the  attention 
of  either  the  Ministry  of  Transport  or  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  GO  and  78  of  the  Railways 
Act,  1921,  any  trades  interested  in  a particu- 
lar railway  charge  may  apply  to  the  Hates 
Tribunal  to  reduce  that  charge. 


j^EAD  the  interesting  note  on 
sugar  prices  and  prospects  in 
‘‘A  Business  Man’s  Notebook,” 
on  page  2. 


CO-OPERATORS  AT  THE  PLAY. 

LIVERPOOL  COMMITTEE  BUY  UP 
THE  HOUSE. 

On  Monday  last  Liverpool  co-operators, 
thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  the  education 
committee,  were  able  to  enjoy  a magnifi- 
cent performance  of  ” The  Ship,”  a new 
play  that  has  been  produced  at  the  local 
repertory  theatre.  ■*»  The  whole  ol  the 
seating  had  been  purchased  nnd  resold  at 
reduced  prices.  A large  audience  included 
all  the  officials,  managers,  and  members  of 
both  committees  of  the  society.  Guild 
members  were  also  in  evidence,  and  this 
uniquo  method  of  advertising  the  society 
was  very  successful. 

Players  and  management  entered  into 
the  spirit  of  the  gathering,  and  the  man- 
ager in  a few  well-chosen  words  expressed 
the  thanks  nnd  appreciation  of  the  artistes. 

This  venture  will  be  repeated,  and  the 
hope  expressed  by  the  dlininnan  of  the  edu- 
cation committee  that  wo  should  before 
long  have  our  own  co-operativo  theatre 
was  well  received  by  those  present. 


THE  RECENT  RUBBER 

TROUBLE. 

CO-OPERATIVE  STOCKS  SOLI). 

It  will  be  news  to  readers  to  learn  that 
the  rubber  stocks  held  to  the  order  of  the 
two  Wholesale  Societies,  and  whjch  gave  rise 
to  serious  discussion  in  the  movement  for 
some  time,  have  now  been  sold. 

It  will  be.  remembered  that  the  rubber 
had  been  acquired  in  the  name  of  the  Tea 
Committee  under  Conditions  which  made  the 
two  Wholesale  Societies  responsible  for  its 
disposal;  but  before  it  could  be  sold  prices 
fell,  and  stocks  had  to  he  written  down, 
involving  a considerable  loss.  Since  then 
the  rubber  trade  has  been  -passing  through  a 
crisis,  and  the  rubber  growers  have  been 
slowing  down  production  to  ease  the  stock*, 
prices  having  improved  accordingly. 

Oo-operators.  generally  will  be  glad  to 
have  heard  the  last  of  the  transaction. 


A QUAYSIDE  QUARREL. 


LAW  CASE  PROBABLE. 


The  C.W.S.  is  involved  in  a dispute  at 
the  Quayside,  Newcastle.  As  is  known  to 
readers  of  the  ” News,”  the  Wholesale  So- 
ciety owns  a huge  grain  warehouse  there, 
and  the  berth  fronting  the  warehouse  is 
being  used  by  the  Cairn  Line,  which  is  run- 
ning a regular  direct  service  between  North 
America  and  the  Tyne.  The  other  week  a 
Steamer  - belonging  to  Messrs  I>.  and  T G. 
Adams  occupied  this  berth,  delaying  the  dis- 
charge of  a Cairn  Line  steamer,  and  a con- 
troversy has  arisen  which  is  likely  to  end 
in  the  law  courts.  Messrs.  Adams  maintain 
that  the  C.W.S.  has  made  the  claim  that 
the  berth  is,”  theirs  find  theirs  only,”  and 
that  the  society  has  acted  contrary  to  the 
best  interests  of  Newcastle.  On  tile  other 
hand,  the  owners  of  the  Cairn  Line  hold  that 
the  action  of  Messrs.  Adams  hinders  the 
running  of  a service  which  is  of  great  benefit 
to  the  people  of  Tyneside  through  providing 
a direct  service  to  North  America,  giving 
great  advantages  to  Newcastle  as  a distri- 
buting centre,  and  providing  work  for 
Tyneside  workmen.  _ 

So  far  as  the  C.W.S.  is  concerned,  Mr.  E. 
J.  Gralftun  (director)  gave  the  board's  view 
at  a social  function  in  Newcastle  on  Satur- 
day. He  said  the  society  was  in  trouble 
at  the  Quayside.  They  had  been  branching 
out  in  all  directions,  and  one  was  by  buying 
a huge  warehouse  at  the  Quayside,  which 
had  certain  obligations  and  responsibilities. 
These  they  had  tried  to  carry  out  to  the  best 
of  their  ability,  but  they  were  being 
thwarted  in  their  work.  This  was  not  the 
first  time  ships  with  4,000  tons  of  foodstuff's 
had  been  held  up  for  two  or  three  days. 
But  the  matter,  of  course,  would  be  fought 
out  in  another  place. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  G.  White. — The  “ News  ” goes  to 
press  on  Wednesday  evening.  In  General 
Election  week  a large  part  of  the  issue  was 
delivered  to  the  railway  stations  before 
polling  closed  in  most  places. 

“ Ex-Mancunian  Co-operator.” — Better 
leave  the  subject  without  further  discussion 
unless  the  need  arises.  There  was  an 
attempt  made  to  form  a similar  organisation 
for  co-operators  alone.  We  advised  against 
it. 

T.  A.— Mr.  Perry  was  not  correct  in 
stating  that  only  one  director  o<f  tho  C.W.S. 
appeared  on  the  platform  of  tlhe  Co-opera- 
tive candidate.  Mr.  Blair  and  Mrs. 
Cotterill  both  spoke,  and  two  others  would 
have  spoken  during  the  election  but  were 
prevented  by  oilier  duties. 

“ Miner.” — We  have  received  several 
letters,  like  yours,  warning  the  C.W.S. 
against  further  investment  in  mines.  The 
case  was  stated  in  a letter  in  last  week’s 
“ News.” 

It  was  stated  last  week  that  Schedules 
C and  D of  the  Income  Tax  Act  related  to 
profits  and  property.  It  is  Schedule  D that 
lias  reference  to  trailing  profits,  whilst 
Schedule  C is  concerned  with  interest  ou 
investments. 
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A NATION  RE-BORN. 


THE  IRISH  FREE  STATE  ARRIVES. 


DIFFICULTIES  OF  THE  DAIL : ITS  TRIALS 
AND  ITS  HOPES. 


A Business  Man's  Notebook.  [ 

By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C.  f 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  COMMISSIONER. 


“ Tub  Day  ” — and  let  pie  add  the  hope 
that  it  will  prove  a glorious  day — has  arrived 
for  Ireland.  Tuesday  saw  the  Royal  Assent 
given  to  an  Act  of  the  British  Parliament 
proclaiming  the  Constitution  of  tho  Irish  Free 
State  to  the  free  nations  of  the  world.  By 
their  own  acceptance  of  the  Constitution  and 
of  tho  Treaty  which  preceded  it  the  citizens 
of  the  Free  State  have  taken  their  place  in 
the  British  Commonwealth  of  Nations. 

There,  it  is  hoped,  is  the  end  of  a long  and 
dark  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  relations 
between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  For  the. 
first  time  a British  Government  is  on  terms 
of  friendship  with  a Government  representing 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  people.  The  British 
Parliament,  with  a unanimous  -voice,  has 
handed  over  to  tho  Irish  Parliament  the 
administration  of  Irish  affairs,  and  literally 
washes  its  hands  of  any  responsibility  for 
legislation  in  that  Dominion. 

Tho  future  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Free  State 
Parliament,  which  consists  of  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies,  the  Senate,  and  the  King.  The 
Deputies  are  to  be  elected  on  a popular 
franchise,  eveiy  citizen  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  whether  male  or  female,  having  a 
vote.  The  Senate  will  consist  of  sixty  mem- 
bers ; thirty  of  these  will  be  elected  by  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  thirty  are  to  be 
nominated  by  the  President.  The  present 
Dail  Eireann,  which  was  tho  Provisional 
Parliament,  has  gone  out  of  existence  as  a 
Provisional  Parliament.  It  has  formally 
declared  itself  the  Parliament  of  the  Irish  Free 
State,  taking  the  oaths  prescribed  undor  the 
new  Constitution,  proceeding  to  the  election  of 
tho  Senate,  and  formally  accepting  office. 
The  King  is  represented  by  a Governor- 
General— Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  K.C.,  the  lieu- 
tenant of  Parnell,  and  for  a shorttime  a member 
of  the  Redmond  Party,  whose^  oratory  often 
filled  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  Future. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Free  State  Par- 
liament will  rise  to  the  highest  conception  of 
the  duty  of  a governing  body. 

The  resources  of  the  Free  State  are  great 
and  rich  enough  for  a larger  population.  The 
country  has  already  known  prosperity ; but 
the  country  has  been  so  tom  with  political 
troubles  arising  out  of  Constitutional  questions, 
that  much  of  its  rightful  prosperity  remains  , 
still  to  be  won. 

Ireland  has  proved  its  capacity  for  a high 
national  culture  which  has  overflowed  into 
the  general  treasure  house  of  civilisation. 
There  are  at  hand  the  means  of  building  up  a 
prosperous,  contented  community.  All  will 
hope  that  these  resources  will  be  fully 
developed  by  .co-opsrative  agency  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole  people ; and  that  the 
world  at  large  inay  be  the  richer  for  the 
■entrance  of  this  new  Free  State  into  the 
family  of  nations. 

Time  Wanted. 

It  would  be  foolish  to  expect  too  much  for 
the  present.  There  has  been  no  “ Twilight 
Sleep  ” resorted  to  in  tho  birth  of  this  newly- 
recognised  State.  It  has  been  born  to  the 
accompaniment  of  all  the  pains  that  go  with 
the  birth  of  babes  and  nations  anil  new 
systems  of  Governments  It  would  be  idle  to 
expect  that  tho  present  Dail  (which  Irishmen 
pronounce  Dawl  ”),  elected  as  it  was  in  the 
thick  of  an  acute  struggle,  simply  to  give 
expression  to  a nationalist  ideal  in  the  Con- 
stitution, would  bo  of  tho  same  personnel  as  a 
Parliament  elected  in  a peaceful  country,  to 
discharge  the  normal  functions  of  a Parlia- 
ment,. As  things  were,  if  the  electorate  had 
allowed  the  usual  political,  social,  and  economic 
considerations  to  enter  into  the  last  election 
campaign  tho  result  might  have  been  less  con- 
vincing upon  the  vital  issue  of  tho  form  of 
Government.  “ Treaty  or  no  treaty  ” was 
tho  question  which  each  elector  had  to  put  to 
himself.  .Tho  Treaty  had  to  bo  confirmed. 
That  has  now  been  done,  tho  legalisation 
of  the  Constitution -being  Britain’s  seal  to  tho 
Treaty;  tho  framing  of  tho  Constitution 
being  Ireland’s  seal. 

It  is  possible  that  tho  same  issue  may 
dominate  tho  next  election.  It  depends  when 
tho  Irish  election  takes  place.  The  compila- 
tion of  a new  register  which  will  comprise  all 
male  and  female  citizens  above  twonty-ono 
will  probably  be  completed  first.  Tho  present 
Dail  must  carry  on  till  then  os  tho  elected 


Chamber.  It  may  last  for  twelve  months; 
and  by  that  time  the  party  divisions  will 
probably  be  decided  on  normal  issues. 

Tho  Dail's  Difficulties. 

Now  Governments,  and  new  powers  in 
Government,  always  have  difficulties  to  face. 
The  change  in  tho  Irish  Government  is  in  a 
sense  revolutionary,  but  tho  Provisional 
Government  has  had  tho  courago  to  do  things 
that  must  have  been  repugnant-  to  it.  Take 
those  terrible  trials  of  the  past  few  months, 
wlicil  men  who  had  fought  together  in  tho 
common  cause  found  themselves  on  opposing 
sides.  Take  also  tho  execution  of  Childers, 
whose  brain  and  whose  brawn  were  for  a long 
time  at  the  disposal  of  tho  body  which,  in  the 
interests  of  the  nation,  decreed  bis  death, 
distinguishing  between  war  against  an  English 
Government  and  war  against  a Government 
selected  by  the  Irish  people. 

The  difficulties  of  the  new  Government  wero 
partly  impressed  npon  me  in  Dublin-  itself, 
on  the  eve  of  the  death  of  Childers,  when  in  the 
course  of  an  intense  barrage  I bad  to  huddle 
once  in  a doorway  with  a number  of  others 
to  escape  stray  bullets,  and  when,  twice  again 
on  the  same  evening,  other  wayfarers  and  I, 
proceeding  homo  or  to  our  hotels,  had  to  lie 
flat  on  the  street.  Earlier  the  same  evening, 
a conversation  taking  place  in-  a co-operative 
committee-room  was  interrupted  by  the 
sounds  of  machine  gun  fire  outside.  When  the 
conflict  raged  outsido  and  I took  temporary 
refuge  inside  a D.B.C.  caf£,  there  was  a dance 
going  on  merrily  to  the  tune  of  “ The  Rakes 
of  Mallow.”  Ireland  has  had  to  take  her 
joys  sadly  and  her  sorrows  joyfully.  On  the 
morrow  of  the  dance  Childers  died  that  peace 
might  be  restored  ; and  on  the  day  following, 
when  I went  to  the  Capital  of  Ulster,  a number 
of  men  were  sentenced  for  acts  of  violence 
— sentenced  in  nearly  every  case  to  penal 
servitude  and  the  “cat.” 

A Hope. 

It  may  not  be  easy,  to;  restore  complete 
order  speedily  in  Ireth'fid.  The  witul  'lias 
been  sown  and  the  whirlwind  must  be 
reaped.  But  I found  that  an  effort  towards 
order  is  being  made,  and  the  frank  con- 
fession of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  surely 
eloquent  evidence  of  the  good  faith  and 
goodwill  of  the  leaders  or  the  Free  State 
Government.  I reverently  say  “ Amen  ” 
to  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald’s  prayer;  11  May 
the  blessing  of  God  Almighty  rest  upon 
them,  for  they  are  dealing  with  problems  . 
which  are  almost  outside  the  scope  oil 
human  skilll”  Almost?  Yes;  hut  the 
history  of  sacrifice  has  shown  that  there  is 
very  little  in  our  social  problems  that  is 
outside  the  scope  or  beyond  tho  power 'of 
goodwill.  Goodwill  will  heal  the  woiinds 
that  are  still  open  ; goodwill  will  repair  ' 
Irish  industry  and  help  the  people  to  con- 
vert their  swords,  into  ploughshares.  And 
those  ploughshares  used  by  the  Irish 
people  in  a co-operative  desire  to  help 
each  other  will  tend  to  make  Irelaud  a real 
“ Gem  of  the  Sea.” 


We  hear  much  of  education  to-day,  but  the 
trend,  we  fear,  is  not  entirely  in  harmony  with 
Ruskin’s  teaching  in  respect  of  co-operation, 
which  he  maintained  was  the  law  of  life.  Many 
improvements,  in  which  Ruskin  would  concur, 
havo  been  initiated  since  his  day,  and  the 
physical  side  of  education  has  received  greator 
attention,  though  we  should  expect  to  find 
some  divergence  in  respect  of  his  advocaoy  of 
games.  Ho  regarded  them  as  means  to  an 
end,  and  that  end  tho  advancement  of  life, 
his  conviction  boing  that  “ boys  should  learn 
skill  in  seamanship  rathor  than  in  cricket.” 
It  must,  however,  be  acknowledged  that  with 
tho  advance  of-  technical  work  manual  labour 
in  some  form  or  anothOr  is  better  appreciated 
now  than  it  was  thirty  years  ago. 

At  tho  same  time,  Ruskin’s  teaoliing  is  still 
required.  The  element  of  competition  is  still 
rooted  in  the  work  of  education — wliieh  is  tho 
koynolo  of  life — and  it  will  bo  hard  for  tho 
everlasting  principles  of  co-operation  to  bo 
understood  until  good  work  is  valued  for  its 
own  sako  rather  than  for  tho  remuneration  it 
brings  to  tho  worker. 


Profit  and  Loss. 

The  results  of  two  well-known  British  firms 
which  have  recently  been  published  show  a 
big  profit  and  loss  respectively.  Tho  firm  in 
the  happier  position  is  tliat  of  John  Mackintosh 
and  Son  Limited,  the  toffeq  manufacturers, 
who  for  tho  year  ended  September  30th  last 
reported  a net  profit  of  £176,100,  as  compared 
with  £151,200  for  tho  previous  year.  This 
enables  a dividend  of  25  per  cent,  to  bo  paid 
on  the  ordinary  shares,  all  of  which  are  privately 
held.  The  company  showing  a loss  is  a very 
old  one,  the  name  of  which  will  be  familiar  to 
most  readers,  viz.,  Day  and  Martin,  the  black- 
ing manufacturers.  The  accounts  for  1921 
show  a loss  of  £34,830,  as  compared  with  a loss 
for  the  previous  year  of  about  £15,000.  With 
one  exception,  this  company  has  not  been  able 
to  pay  a dividend  for  ten  years  or  more,  and  I 
presume  it  is  largely  due  to  the  increased 
popularity  of  brown  boots  and  the  various 
shoe-polishing  pastes  which  have  to  a large 
extent  superseded  the  blacking  which  Sam 
Weller  used  to  use. 

Low  Prices  for  Spanish  Produce. 

According  to  a trade  report  I have  seen  from 
Valencia,  Spanish  growers  are  getting  rather 
poor  prices  on  British  markets,  except  for 
onions,  which  are  in  demand  on  account  of  the 
British  crop  having  been  severely  damaged  by 
rain.  Oranges  have  not  been  fetching  good 
prices,  nor  have  they  been  sold  in  large  quan- 
tities, and  as  heavy  rains  were  reported  from 
the  orange-growing  districts,  the  glowers  did 
not  look  like  having  a very  successful  season. 
The  public  sales  of  raisins  in  London  were  also 
a disapiwintmeut,  the  demand  being  small  and 
prices  falling.  The  report  states  that  this  has 
been  a severe  shock  to  the  growers,  who 
thought  they  would  get  good  prices  this  year 
as  a result  of  the  recent  trouble  in  Smyrna. 
Business  in  the  wine  market  was  at  a complete 
standstill,  but  there  was  some  slight  improve- 
ment in  the  prices  for  grapes.  How  big  a cus- 
tomer Britain  is  for  Spanish  produce  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  out  of- 68,242  cases  of  onions 
which  were  shipped  from  Valencia  during  the 
last  week  of  October,  no  less  than  67,812  were 
sent  to  this  country.  Other  important  exports 
were  , granges,  rice,  and  peanuts. 

More  About  Sugar. 

The  sugar  position  looks  like  becoming 
interesting,  and  that  is  why  I refer  to  it  rather 
frequently  in  these  notes?  as  we  may  find  at 
any  moment  that  we  have  to  pay  a good  deal 
more  fpr  it.  The  world  is  in  such  a funny 
state  now  that  all  sorts-  of  factors  come  in. 
For  instance,  the  French  Iranc  fell  Sharply  in 
value  a . week  or  two  ago,’ and  as  the  pound 
suddenly  became  worth  so  many  more  francs, 
it  was  possible  for  British  merchants  to  buy  up 
a lot  of  sugar  in  France  at  a relatively  low 
prices  The  French  have  complained  of  this, 
for  it.  means  that  they  may  have  to  go  short 
of  sugar  and  lmvo  to  pay  a much  higher  price 
to  roplhce  their  depleted  supplies.  I see  that 
tho  chairman  of  the  Ste.  • Madeleine  Sugar 
Company,  a Trinidad  concern,  informed  liis 
shareholders  the  other  day  that  whilst  at  the 


Lot  us  endeavour,  briefly,  to  seo  Ruskin’s 
meaning  of  co-operation.  Generally  speaking, 
he  used  the  word  as  opposed  to  competition. 
Hi9  own  words  will  best  explain  his  principles. 
Ho  says  : " I do  not  mean  by  co-operat  ion  that 
all  the  master  bakers  in  a town  aro  to  give  a 
share  of  their  profits  to  tho  men  who  go  out 
with  the  bread,  but  that  tho  masters  are  not 
to  try  to  undersell  each  other,  nor  seok  each 
to  got  tho  other’s  business,  but  aro  all  to  form 
one  sooiety  selling  to  tho  public  under  a com- 
mon law  of  severe  penalty  lor  unjust  dealing, 
and  at  an  established  prico.” 

Ruskin  extends  this  idea  to  nations,  and 
insists  that  " the  primal  and  oternal  law  of 
vital  commerce  shall  bo  of  all  men  understood — 
that  every  nation  is  fitted  by  its  character  for 
some  particular  employments  or  manufac- 
tures.” In  a word,  he  would  seek  to  bring  about 
the  spirit  of  co-operation  in  all  undertakings  in 
or|/er  that,  while  each  should  be  benefited,  the 
cnuifiiuiihi  should  also  be  buicjited,  or  the  aui- 
Simmaiion  of  the  motto,  “ Each  for  all,  and  all 
for  ea«kjh>"\}  > 


RUSKIN’S  IDEAS  ON  CO-OPERATION. 

A SHORT  STUDY  BY  J.  C.  WRIGHT. 


beginning  of  the  year  there  was  a million  tons 
more  Cuban  sugar  carried  forward  from  last 
year  than  was  customary,  and  no  one  could  see 
when  it  would  be  consumed,  now  the  stock  is 
too  low  for  trade  to  be  carried  on  comfortably, 
and  the  refiners  in  the  United  States  aro  buying 
raw  sugar  that  can  be  delivered  immediately 
at  £3  per  ton  more  than  tho  price  at  which 
they  could  buy  for  delivery  three  months 
hence.  This  shows  liow  stocks  have  been  run 
down  below  the  safety  limit,  and  how  con- 
sumption lias  overtaken  production.  Inci- 
dentally, it  shows  that  when  one  is  now  dis- 
cussing the  sugar  position  one  talks  of  cane 
sugar  and  not  beet  sugar,  whereas  before  tho 
war  it  was  the  latter  which  dominated  the 
situation.  With  the  sharp  rise  that  has 
occurred  in  tea,  and  the  probability  that  sugar 
will  be  dearer  rather  than  cheaper,  it  does  not 
look  as  though  we  may  anticipate  a further  fall 
in  the  cost  of  foodstuffs  for  some  time  to  come. 
According  to  a French  paper,  “ L’lnformation 
Financi6re,”  the  present  stocks  of  sugar  in 
Europe  are  as  follows,  last  year’s  figures  bein9 
also  given  for  purposes  of  comparison  ; — 


France 

Germany...... 

Czecho-Slovakia 

Holland 

Belgium 

England 


1922.  1921. 

Metric  Tons. 
85,971  . . 30,384 
116,210  ..  178,878 
15,389  ..  70,073 
52.667  . . 14,821 

23,268  . . 12,325 
319,388  ..  317,448 


612,893  623,929 


An  American  Store  Company. 

We  have  several  multiple  shop  companies  in 
this  country,  but  in  America,  which,  of  course, 
is_  a land  of  much  greater  distances  and  much 
greater  population,  there  is  scope  for  com- 
panies with  more  branches.  One  of  the  best 
known  is  the  F.  W.  Wool  worth  Company, 
which  owns  some  1,200  stores  distributed 
throughout  the  United  States,  where,  by  the 
way,  they  talk  of  “chain  stores”  instead  of 
“ multiple  shops.”  That  business  iu  tho 
United  States  has  improved  much  faster  than 
over  here,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
Woolworth  Company  is  able  to  report 
that  its  gross  sales  -for  the  first  nine 
montlis  of  this  year  show  an  increase  of 
13'8  per  cent,  over  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  This  company  has  an  ordinary 
share  capital  of  no  less  than  $65,000,000,  as 
well  as  over  $9,000,000  of  7 per  cent,  preferred 
stock,  or  well  over  £15,000,000.  This  year  it 
is  paying  a dividend  of  10  per  cent,  on  the 
Common  Stoclc  out  of  its  profits,  which  equal 
24  per  cent,  thereon,  and  is  paying  oil  in 
February  next  the  whole  of  its  preference  stock 
at  $125  per  S100.  It  is  evident,  therefore, 
that  Woolworth’s  stores  in  the  United  States 
are  very  profitable. 

Light  Railways  in  the  Argentine. 

One  often  gets  interesting  news  of  a foreign 
country  by  reading  the  reports  of  companies 
operating  there.  I observe  from  the  report 
of  the  Buenos  Aires  Great  Southern  Railway 
that  the  population  of  the  city  of  Buenos  Aires 
continues  to  increase,  and  at  tho  end  of  Juno 
last  was  reckoned  to  be  1,721,500,  which  makes 
it  one  of  the  great  cities  of  the  'world.  Tho 
company  referred  to  has  been  constructing  a 
number  of  Decauviile  light  railways  to  open  up 
country  districts,  which  they  state  have  been 
much  appreciated  by  the  farmers.  In  one 
zone  the  potato  harvest  was  good,  but,  as  with 
all  innovations,  prejudice  had  to  be  overcome, 
and  the  local  carters  carried  on  a war  of  com- 
petition. Fate  interposed  in  the  shape  of  such 
heavy  rains  that  the  roads  became  impassible, 
and  the  light  railway  then  demonstrated  >(s 
utility  even  to  those  who  first  opposed  it.  for 
it  transported  35,000  tons  of  potatoes,  one- 
tliird  of  which  would  have  had  to  remain  in  tho 
fields  to  rot  if  it  had  not  been  for  these  lines, 
owing  to  the  impossibility'  of  carting.  Tho 
report  states  that  along  the  routo  of  this  line 
next  season  large  areas  will  be  put  under  seed 
which  formerly,  owing  to  tho  long  cartage  to 
the  station,  was  impracticable,  so  that  pro- 
duction will  increase.  Ono  almost  wishes  that 
tho  Buenos  Aires  Great  Southern  Railway 
Company  would  extend  its  activities  to 
Britain. 


Secretaries  of  co-operative  camera  clubs 
will,  oblige. if  t)iey  will  send  copies  of  their 
rules  and.  of  the  year's  syllabus  to  1 1 
Editor,  "Co-operative  News,”  Long  -*111  ‘ 
gato)  Manchester. 
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BEGINNING  TO  SEE  LIGHT. 


BY  ROBERT  MURRAY,  M.P. 


THE  TRIALS  OF  SOUTH  WALES. 


MINERS'  HARDSHIPS  REFLECTED  IN  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES. 

PROPOSED  REMEDIAL  MEASURES. 


The  following  communication  is  sen  us  under  the  authority  of  the  com- 
mittee of  a South  Wales  Society,  it  raises  a big  subject,  to  which  wo  refer  in 
our  loader  page. 


One  of  my  earliest  definite  impressions  I 
about  this  Parliament  is  that  it  is  going  to 
make  history  and  open  n new  epoch.  Its 
life  may  be  long  or  short ; conceivably  it 
may  cud  without  making  much  change  on 
the  colour  of  the  Statute  Book,  and, 
despite  the  social  urgencies  of  the  moment 
and  the  energy  of  its  new  forces,  it  may 
be  possible  for  the  bulwarks  of  privilege  to 
remain  seemingly  unshaken.  But  that 
security  will  be  in  appearance  only,  and 
the  beginning  of  the  first  real  breach  in  the 
old  political  order  will  date  from  the  Par- 
liament cf  1922.  As  a debating  assembly 
it  will  be  more  palpitatingly  alive  than 
anything  we  have  seen  since  the  days  when 
the  Irish  Party  dominated  the  debates. 
The  new  Labour  Party,  with  its  142 
members,  is  relatively  much  larger  than 
was  the  Irish  Party;  it  comes  to  Westmin- 
jter  with  a wider  appeal,  with  wider 
knowledge,  and,  without  disparaging  the 
quality  of  the  men  who  fought  under  Par- 
nell and  Redmond,  it  brings  a higher  level 
of  intellectual  capacity  to  its  task.  The 
new  Members  are  rather  impatient  of  Par- 
liament’s entangling  rules ; but  the  House 
of  Commons  is  old  and  staid.  Its  regula- 
tions have  lived  down  the  hot  fit  cif  others 
in  the  past,  and  will  probably  do  the  same 
with  these.  What  will  happen  will  be  that 
when  the  newcomers  have  learned  the 
rules  and  grown  familiar  with  their  possi- 
bilities, they- will  turn  them  to  their  own 
account  and  beat  the  other  side  at  their 
own  game. 

Awakened  Interest. 

One  of  the  most  important  results  of 
this  new  vigour  in  Parliamentary  life  will 
be  aft  awakened  and  renewed  interest  in 
Parliament  itself,  with  a consequent  in- 
crease in  political  knowledge  which  should  be 
all  to  the  national  good. 

For  the  most  part  one's  earliest  feelings 
about  the  House  antf  its  occupants  are 
rather  formless  and  vague.  One  plays  the 
double  part  of  spectator  and  actor,  and 
cannot  separate  very  readily  the  one  from 
the  other.  To  the  politician,  even  if  he 
has  never  visited  St.  Stephen’s  before,  the 
place  has  the  curiously  familiar-unfamiliar 
feeling  of  something  seen  in  a dream.  The 
building  appears  unreal,  and  the  men  move 
about  like  figures  in  a vision.  Yet  in  the 
midst  of  this  general  vagueness  one  or  two 
points  come  out  with  surprising  sharpness, 
as  one  may  sometimes  see  the  spur  of  a hill 
standing  out  black  and  clear;  when  the 
lower  slopes  are  hid  in  a morning  mist. 
One  of  these  distinctly  apprehended  points 
is  the  Speaker.  What  other  individuals  are 
doing,  and  what  they  stand  for,  may  be 
unknown,  but  in  “ Mr.  Speaker,”  as  he 
comes  into  the  Chamber  bowing  to  the 
emblems  which  indicate""  his  power,  or 
rises  in  his  place  to  quell  a storm,  one 
senses  the  mysterious  something  which 
symbolises  the  spirit  cf  Parliamentary  con- 
trol over  this  nation.  It  may  be  true  that 
the  power  to  legislate  lies  with  a Prime 
Minister  and  his  Governnient,  but  here  in 
tlie  form  of  the  Speaker  stands  the  demo- 
cratic essence  of  Parliament  to  which  Priifie 
Ministers  and  Governments  themselves 
must  bow.  In  the  Speaker,  far  more  than 
Jn  any  other  part  of  our  Parliamentary 
system,  one  sees  embodied  the  centuries  of 
history  and  tradition  which  make  the 
British  House  of  Commons,  with  all  its 
hults,  one  of  the  greatest  institutions  in 
the  world.  One  thinks  of  Speakers  of 
other  days  who  have  dared  kings  and 
courts  in  defence  of  the  .rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Parliament.  There  have  been  some 
hlack  sheep  amongst  them  as  in  other 
Hocks,  but  on  the  whole  the  record  of  the 
Speakers  of  the  House  of  Commons  has 
been  honourable.  We  will  know  more  of 
tli©  personal  qualities  of  Speaker  Whitley 
"ben  we  have  sat  under  him  ifor  some 
Juonths,  but  our  first  impressions  are 
frvourable,  and  we  think  of  him  as  a man 
anxious  to  be  fair  to  all,  and  bringing  to 
bis  task  much  of  the  judicial  spirit  and  not 
a little  of  the  saving  grace  of  humour. 

The  Government  Benches. 

What  of  the  serried  ranks  of  the  Conser-. 
vatives  who  fill  the  benches  opposite  us? 
For  the  first  few  days  nothing  very  definite 
emerges.  We  hear  voices  and  see  faces, 
but  they  scarcely  suggest  individuals — they 
ilPpear  to  be  simply  indefinite  parts  of  a 
closely  compacted  mass.  One  thinks  of 
them,  not  as  persons,  but  ns  an  impersonal 
lore©  vfhich  stands  for  the  present  social 
disorder,  and  with  wkioh  wo  have  oome 


here  to  do  battle.  There  are  unlovely 
types,  but  as  we  study  the  ranks  of  our 
opponents  we  soon  discover  that  they  are 
far  from  being  nil  like  that,  or  even  a large 
number  of  them  like  that.  Here  are  many 
good  heads,  eyes,  and  faces  that  show 
groat  natural  intellectual  quality,  and  bear 
upon  them  the  impress  of  careful  training 
and  a full  education.  If  their  lips  are 
hard,  and  their  eyes  glitter  coldly,  it  may  , 
be  expressive  of  their  sense  of  opposition 
to  those  who  have  dared  to  challenge  their 
ancient  privileges,  rather  than  of  any 
innate  hardness  of  soul.' 

And  a challenge  it  undoubtedly  is,  Which 
those  of  us  who  sit  in  the  Opposition 
benches  represent.  Perhaps  our  lips  and 
our  eyes  also  look  hard  and  uncompromis- 
ing to  the  men  who  stare  at  us  from  the 
other  side  with  such  an  air  of  fascination. 
We  have  filing  that  challenge  cut.  without 
hesitation,  demanding  better  conditions 
for  the  working  classes  and  declaring  our 
faith  that  by  the  substitution  of  co-opern- 
tipu  in  industry  for  competition,  this  cau 
be  achieved  with  good  to  all  and  injury 
to  none.  Unemployment,  bad  housing, 
misery,  disease,  poverty,  despair,  are  the 
words  we  have  flung  into  the  midst  of 
every  topic  they  have  raised,  and  we  have 
contrasted  those  conditions  with  what 
might  be  if  organisation  ruled  and  the  well- 
being  of  all  was  the  doniimjnt  motive  of 
our  laws  instead  of  the  pride  and  profit  of 
the  few.  Long  or  short,  this  is  to  be  the 
keynote  of  this  Parliament.  There  is  not 
a single  dummy  figure  among  the  142,  and 
no  matter  wlmt  the  others  ask  for,  they 
will  get  what  we  are  here  to  give  them. 

” But  surely,”  said  one  of  the  Members  on 
the  other  side,  referring  to  the  first 
debates,  ” your  men  can’t  keep  that  up?” 
"That,”  was  the  rejoinder,  “is  a mere 
skirmish;  wait  till  the  battle  opens.”  The 
questioner’s  comment  would  not  look  well 
in  print. 

The  Opposition  Debaters. 

1 have  still  many  first  impressions  I would 
like  to  record,  but  for  this  week  I confine 
myself  to  other  two.  Onr  debaters  of  the 
first  rank,  who  have  either  so  far  emerged 
or  have  strengthened  their  position,  are 
our  old  leaders — Macdonald,  Snowden,  and- 
Clynes — and  amongst  the  new  ones  none 
have  shaped  better  than  Bailie  Wheatley 
(Glasgow),  whose  contribution  in  the  un- 
employed debate,  was  at  once  a mnsterly 
statement  of  the  position  and  a beautiful 
example  of  the  gentle  art  of  baiting -the 
enemy.  The  Bailie'  seemed  to  take  a posi- 
tive pleasure  in  stirring  up  the  young 
bloods  of  the  Tory  Party,  and  the  angrier 
they  grew  the  hnijpier  he  appeared. 

Lastly,  about  the  maiden  speech.  This 
is  supposed  to  be  a dreadful  experience, 
but  it  is  surprising  how  easily  and  how 
creditably  many  of  the  new  Labour  Mem- 
bers have  faced  it.  For  myself  I 'found  it 
no  more  difficult  than  facing  any  other 
audience,  and  decidedly  more  pleasant 
than  beginning  in  the  open-air  without  a 
single  auditor.  I note  this  peculiarity, 
that  whereas  others,  when  speaking  for 
the  first  time,  begin  with  an  apology,  those 
on  the  Labour  benches  plunge  at  once  into 
their  subject  without  apology  or  explana- 
tion, This  is  probably  a consequence  of 
long  training  on  the  platform  and  at  the 
stceet  corner.  As  an  indication  of  Labour’s 
attitude  of  confidence  and  self-command  it 
may  be  regarded,  in  Carlyle’s  phrase,  as 
“ symbolical  of  muoh.” 


THE  PIONEER. 


What  .seeks  he  of  the  stones  about  his  feet ; 
The  hard,  rough  way? 

The  hustling  epithet,  the  callous  sneer. 
He  must  obey — 

The  inner  urge  that  hears  Him  ever  on 

Through  fear ; tlumigh  loneliness  until  upon 

His-  sacramental  task  shall  beam  earth’s 
smile, 

And  Heaven’s  approval  make  the  pain 
worth  while  ; 

Bring  gold  from  grey. 

Shadowed  with  heavy  lonoliness  the  path 
But  undeterred — 

His  spirit  bears  the  hidden  scars  alone; 
While  hope  deferred, 

But  makes  Truth’s  star  to  shine  the 
brighter  when 

The  dark'ning  clouds  are  gone  beyond  his 
ken ; 

And  hidden  glory  Btands  revealed.  Ah, 
then ! 

No  need  to  count  the  scars  of  gods  or  men 
By  love  preferred. 

What  matter  if  the  stones  have  pierced  his 
feet? 

He  know  the  hurt  in  those  untrodden 
ways, 

But  would  not  waive  his  privilege  to  bear 
Truth’s  shield  to  cap  the  summit  of  Hio 
days, 

— Elsie  Ohqan. 


Everyone  conversant  with  the  position  of 
co-operative  societies  in  South  Wales  will 
know  that,,  with  some  few  exceptions,  the 
struggle  which  committees  and  officials  are 
faced  with,  is  one  fraught  with  momentous 
possibilities. 

The  case  is  far  from  hopeless,  but  if  some- 
thing i^  not  done  in  the  very  near  futuve  the 
setback  to  the  co-operative  movement  will 
prove  a dead  weight,  retarding  progress  for 
many  years.  The  people  of  South  Wales, 
" ith  wages  below  the  subsistence  level,  find 
themselves  absolutely  unable  to  make  both 
ends  meet,-Jto  say  nothing  about  the  debts 
incurred  during  the  mouths  of  the  struggle, 
through  which  they  have  passed. 

How  the  People  Stand. 

If  we  are  to  save  Soutli  Wales  co-opera- 
tively from  a life  of  indefinite  slavery,  the 
statesmanship  of  the  movement  as  a whole 
must  be  immediately  exercised  to  prevent 
nnv  permanent  decay  setting  in. 

There  are  thousands  of  co-operators  who 
are  burdened  with  heavy  debts,  withoutthe 
least  prospect  cf  reducing  them.  Take  the 
case  of  a single  member  who  owes  £30  or  £40 
to  tbs  store,  without  any  capital  to  cover  it. 
Every  week  lie  finds  that  he  has  to  provide 
a very  plain  table  and  put  off,  week  after 
week,  the  imperative  demand  of  himself,  or 
some  membsr  of  his  family,  for  boots  or 
clothing.  The  need  in  many  of  our  mem- 
bers’ homes  is  most  pathetic.  Hundreds  of 
our  people  have  already  given  up  hope,  and 
have  left  the  society,  hoping  in  this  way  to 
be  relieved  of  the  accumulated  burden  which 
he  feels  is  too  heavy  for  him  to  bear.  The 
longer  this  condition  of  things  is  allowed  to 
remain,  the  worse  will  be  the  conditions  the 
movement  will  have  to  grapple  with,  as  pro- 
bably many  more  will  follow  the  example  of 
those  who  hone  to  free  themselves  from 
their  burden  by  leaving  the  society.  This 
case  can  be  multiplied  by  thousands. 

How  are  the  societies  to  survive  this  con- 
dition of  tilings?  Societies  have  been  devel- 
oping upon  lines  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
society,  and  this  has  entailed  Hie  provision 
of  shops,  and  shop  equipment,  not  only  to 
meet  fully  the  requirements  of  their  present 
membership,  but  also  the  needs  for  some 
year#  ahead.  If,  after  the  struggle,  normal 
conditions  had  prevailed  as  was  the  ease 
immediately  after  the  1898  strike,  our  mem- 
bership would  not  have  been  much  affected, 
and  wlmt  is  of  much  greater  importance,  our 
trade  would  have  recovered. forthwith.  This 
would  have  prevented  any  need  for  'other 
than  ordinary  caution  and  anxiety. 

What  we  .require  is  a policy  of  bald  states- 
manship which  will  prevent  this  state  of 
drift  becoming  a serious  barrier  to  our  future 
progress.  Is  it  possible  for  the  C.W.S.  to 
step  in  and  formulate  a policy  which  will  at 
once  remove  the  existing  tension  of  anxiety 
and  hopelessness?  Are  the  directors  |ili- 
ing  to-  tackle  the  question  in  such  a way  as 
to  remove  the  dead  weights  from  our  mem- 
bers. and  the  anxiety  from  those  responsible 
for  the  guidance  and  control  of  the  societies? 

Bold  Measures  Needed. 

Surely  the  problems  are  not  insuperable.  All 
the  nations  are  considering  the  question  of 
reducing  the  burden  of  debts  either  by  sus- 
pending or  funding  or  some  other  way.  Are 
we  unable  to  meet  the  needs  of  our  move- 
ment? There  are  societies  indebted  to  the 
C.W.S.  to  the  tune  of  £50,000  or  more,  and 
some  less.  Is  it  not  possible  to  so  fund  this 
debt,  say  half-a-million  pounds,  that  in  the 
course  of  say  ton  years  the  whole  can  bo  dis- 
posed of,  while  we  immediately  release  the 
individual  members  from  their  desponding 
mood,  and  inspire  their  hope  and  loyalty, 
before  they  are  drifted  too  far.  Could  not 
the  C.W.S.  and  the  several  societies  affected 
agree  to  such  a policy  and  thus  cause  an 
immediate  revival  of  trade  in  our  shops, 
which  would  mean  trade  for  the  C.W.S.,  and 
what  is  niore  important,  would  save  members 
and  societies  from  drifting  to  a point  from 
which  it  will  take  years  to  recover. 


Such  a policy  would  prevent  a greater  loss 
both  to  societies  and  the  C.W.S.  than  will  bo 
incurred  if  things  are  allowed  to  continue 
dragging  on  ns  at  present.  The  directors 
have,  of  course,  to  safeguard  the  interest  cf 
the  whole  movement;  and  to  agree  to  drop- 
ping any  capital  or  credit,  in  one  section  of 
the  area  of  operations,  would  inflict  an  in- 
justice upon  another.  Still,  ultimately,  the 
apparent  loss  would  turn  out  a substantial 
gain.  The  South  Wales  area  is  compara- 
tively a youthful  area,  with  reserves  unequal 
te  the  heavy  demands  made  upon  it.  Were 
it  otherwise,  we  should  scorn  the  idea  of 
suggesting  that  any  assistance  be  given. 
We  have  freely  yielded  the  reserves  shown 
on  onr  balance  sheets,  and  reluctantly 
brought  out  our  hidden  reserves.  This  is 
the  time  when  the  whole  movement  should 
be  encouraged  to  protect  .and  succour  those 
in  need. 

'Hie  societies  are  already  under  a deep 
debt  of  gratitude  to  the  C.W.S.  for  the 
assistance  it  lias  already  given,  and  were  it 
not  for  the  imperative  need  of  a f ir-reach- 
ing and  effective  remedy  these  lines  would 
not  be  penned. 

It  is  not  enough  for  the  C.W.S.  to  shape 
our  burdens  by  allowing  trade  and  bank 
balances,  with  supervision  of  societies  here 
and  there.  We  must  be  freed  from  the 
shackles  that  bind  us.  sd  that  with  a new 
spirit  and  a newborn  experience  of.  freedom 
and  hope,  we  may  be  allowed  to  work  out  our 
own  salvation. 


BUSINESS  CONFERENCES 


A REPLY  TO  A “CYNIC.” 


Sir, — A correspondent  who  lacks  the 
courage  te  attach  his  name  to  a communica- 
tion is  usually  not  worth  answering,  but  the 
letter  by  “ Cynic”  of  the  2nd  inst.  contains 
statements  which  make  it  necessary. 

(1)  The  organising  of  the  conferences  by  a 
non-trading  body. — It  is  quite  true  they 
were  convened  by  the  Co-operative  Union, 
but  the  committee  entrusted  by  the  United 
Board  with  the  task  consisted  of  a majority 
representation  of  the  boards  of  the  two 
Wholesale  Societies,  the  Co-operative  Pro- 
ductive Federation,  tlie  National  Managers’ 
Association,  and  the  Co-operative  Secre- 
taries’ Association.  Is  it  possible  in  the 
co-operative  movement  to  get  together  a 
more  suitable  or  more  representative  com- 
mittee to  act  as  organisers  of  a Trades  and 
Business  Conference  to  decide  the  subjects 
and  to  select  the  writers  of  the  papers? 

(2)  The  writer  of  one  of  the  papers. — 
Obviously  the  person  referred  to  is  Professor 
Hall.  It  may  interest  “ Cynic  ” to  know 
that  Professor  Hall  only  agreed  to  prepare 
the  paper  when  no  names  of  persons  en- 
gaged in  management  were  forthcoming, 
and  it  was  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  com- 
mittee (including  tire  representatives  of 
those  whom  “ Cynic  ” would  call  practical 
men)  that  he  should  prepare  and  read  the 
paper.  It  is  almost  certain  that  Professor 
Hall  has  had  ns  much  experience  ill  business 
as  “ Cynic."  Judging  by  the  action  which 
committees  and  officials  haye  since  taken, 
as  well  as  by  the  large  and  rapid  sale  of  the 
paper,  there  are  many  who  do  not  take  the 
view  of  “ Cynic  ” regarding  the  value  of  the 
paper. 

(3)  The  cost  of  the  conferences. — It  would 
not  have  made  any  difference  who  had  con- 
vened them  or  who  had  prepared  the  papers. 
The  justification  of  any  expense  can  only  he 
found  when  the  results  are  ascertainable. 
If  all  expense  of  this  kind  were  cut  off, 
national  education  would  also  be  cut  off,  and 
your  readers  can  judge  what  the  result 
would  be. — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  R.  Rab,  Chairman. 

C.  E.  Wood,  Secretary  to  the 

Convening  Committee’. 

December  4th,  1922. 


A WORD  TO  EVERY  READER. 


- Ip  the  nation  is  to  pul]  through  its  present  hardships,  co-operative  ideas  must  be 
put  into  wider  practice  so  that  industry  may  be  revived,  co-operative  stores  and  co- 
operative factories  made  busy,  and  co-operative  homes  made  more  happy. 

Co-operative  ideas  cau  be  propagated  most  successfully  through  the  co-operative 
press.  To  help  in  making  the  press  more  useful,  CUT  OUT  THIS  COUPON;  give  it 
to  a fellow-co-operator  who  does  not  read  the  “ Co-operative  News,”  and  ask  him  to 
fill  it  up  and  hand  it  in  to  his  store. 

Please  supply  me,  every  week,  with  a copy  of  the  " Co-operative  News.” 

Name r. *.... 


4 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


DECEMUF.lt  0, 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 

ITALY’S  PREMIER.  polish  students. 


HIS  VIEWS  ON  CO-OPERATION. 

The  Italian  daily 
newspapers  have 
given  prominence 
to  the  following 

declaration  of  Sig- 
nor Mussolini,  the 
Fascist  Prime 
Minister,  in  re- 
sponse to  Signor 
Antonio  Vergna- 
nini,  the  President 
of  the  National 

League  of  Co-opera- 
tives : — 

" Co-operation, 
when  it  is  not  dis- 
turbed and  deviated  in  its  economic  purpose  by 
political  influence  and  speculators,  and 
when  working  according  to  organised 

action,  constitutes  a powerful  disciplinary 
force  in  the  markets,  and  m the  cause  of 
Labour,  too,  is  a fruitful  school  of  respon- 
sibility for  the  masses  of  working  people. 
Co-operation  cannot  be  considered  as  an 
organisation  contrary  to  the  free  principle 
understood  in  the  sense  of  the  free  play  of 
commercial  and  industrial  activity,  but  as 
:v  practical  means  of  lighting  all  forms  of 
monopoly  inimical  to  consumers  and  as  a 
sincere  application  of  the  fundamental 
principle  of  free  competition. 

“Therefore,  I cannot  but  affirm  all  niv 
sympathy  for  that  form  of  co-operation 
which,  conscious  of  this  high  social  pur- 
pose, lifted  above  every  political  passion 
and  religious  belief,  acts  as  an  arm  of 
defence  for  the  public  good  ngaidst  all  un- 
restrained speculation.  Co-operation  is  an 
element  of  high  sorinl  value,  and,  as  such, 
is  able  to  demand  from  the  State  no 
financial  privileges,  hut  moral  support  mid 
protection  which  assures  its  working  in  an 
atmosphere  of  liberty.” 


SPECULATION  IN  GREECE. 

GOVERNMENT  TAKES  ACTION. 

The  Greek  Government  is  preparing  to 
examine  the  constitution  of  commercial  trusts 
for  the  importation  of  products  of  first  im- 
portance, with  the  object  of  fighting  the  illicit 
speculation  which,  latterly,  has  become  of 
such  serious  proportions  as  to  become  a public 
calamity. 

The  organisation  to  be  created  will  be  under 
the  control  of  the  Government,  and  will  be 
responsible  to  it  for  the  prices  to  be  set  up. 
The  great  and  only  difficulty  iff  to  find  for  this 
body  men  who  ally  probity  and  devotion  to  the 
public  welfare  with  business  competence. 


SWEDISH  SAVINGS. 

GREAT  AND  STEADY  GROWTH. 

The  Swedish  co-operative  movement,  in 
common  with  others,  encourages  the  spirit  of 
economy  amongst  its  adherents.  To  this  end 
“Kooperitiva  Fdrbundet,”  the  Swedish  Co- 
operative Union— which  has  had  a C.W.S. 
since  1904  only — established  in  1908  a savings 
bank  department,  which  developed  so  rapidly 
that  branches  soon  became  necessary. 

The  following  table  is  splendid  evidence  of 
the  success  of  the  co-operative  savings  bank  : — 


Year 

No^of 

No.  of 
(It- posit 

Amount  deposited  : 

III  oo.  81) 

binka 

Total 

por  book 

1908  . 

. 1 ., 

0 . 

2,793 

..  466 

1911  . 

. 159  .. 

. 6,683  . 

982,280 

..  147 

1914  . 

. 168  .. 

, 10,978  . 

. 2,161,345 

..  197 

1917  . 

. 188 

, 16,849  . 

. 5,246,437 

..  311 

1918  . 

. 193  .. 

19,438  . 

. 7,209,448 

..  371 

1919  . 

. 219  .. 

22,143  . 

. 9,203,932 

..  416 

1920  . 

. 288  .. 

. 25,588  . 

. 10,909,205 

..  426 

1921  . 

. 318  .. 

28,284  . 

. 11,450,302 

..  405 

The  total  amount  of  the  deposits  has  almost 
doubled  every  three  years  during  the  period 
1911—1920.  The  apparent  falling-off  in  1921 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  a number  of  societies, 
including  some  of  the  largest,  have  created 
savings  banks  of  their  own. 

Savings  bank  deposits  represent  the  largest 
part  pf  the  sums  entered  in  the  books  of  the 
“ K.F.”  under  the  heading  “ deposit  accounts.” 
Thus  in  1919  the  total  amount  deposited  was 
9,295,413  kr.f  and  of  this  9,203,932  kr.  repre- 
sented savings  bank  deposits;  in  1920  tho 
corresponding  figures  wore  12,217,205  kr.  and 
10,009,205  kr.,  and  in  1921  13,611,977  kr.  and 
11,450,302  kr. 


HOW  THEY  SATISFY  NEEDS. 


Poland  Las  a number  of  flourishing  aca- 
demic co-operatives  which  render  good 
service.  The  working  of  these  societies  has 
been  inquired  into  by  a special  committee  on 
which  were  represented  the  Minister  of  Public 
Instruction,  the  students’  committee,  the 
Union  of  Polish  Co-operatives,  the  professorial 
organisation,  and  the  dealers  in  academical 
requirements. 

Tho  Students’  Co-operative  Society  of 
Rakow  counts  408  members.  Its  special 
purpose  is  to  provide  academical  supplies. 
The  surplus  on  the  last  turnover  amounted  to 
37  roubles,  distributed  as  follows : — 5 to  the 
reserve  funds,  9 as  subscriptions  to  different 
periodicals,  9 to  works  of  benevolence,  and  the 


A REcoiu)  of  Men'is  Guild  work  during 
the  past  month  would  be  a record  of  raging, 
tearing  propaganda,  of  ceaseless  excite- 
ment, of  public  meetings  and  private  con- 
troversy, of  hopes  and  fears,  of  jov  and 
disappointment  unparalleled  in  Guild  his- 
tory. For  the  general  election  had  first 
place  in  the  thoughts  of  almost  nil  guilds- 
men  in  November.  They  took  the  field, 
not  in  single  spies,  but  in  whole  battalions, 
and  other  work  was  left  to  take  .are  of 
itself  until  the  great  issue  of  “ who  shall 
govern  ” hnd  been  decided. 

M.P.’s  and  the  Guild. 

'Guildsmen  certainly  did  their  bit  during 
the  election,  and  everyone  of  the  eleven 
Co-operative  candidates  owes  much  to 
enthusiastic  members  of  the  Guild,  who 
worked  hard  and  long  to  secure  victory. 
In  Sheffield,  London,  and  Glasgow,  guilds- 
men  were  in.  the  front  line  from  first  to 
last,  and  the  victories  won  in  these  three 
-cities  gave  especial  pleasure  to  all  co-opera- 
tive Guildsmeu.  Mr.  Alfred -Barnes.  M.P.. 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Guild,  and, 
long  before  other  co-operators  had  thought 
much  about  politics,  lie  was  urging  the 
need  for  direct  co-operative  representation 
m the  Mother  of  Parliament.-,  Messrs 
Alexander.  Henderson,  and  Morrison  are 
also  well  known  to  guildsmeu,  for  all  three 
have  addressed  many  guild  meetings  during 
recent  months.  That  they  will  keep  in 
close  touch  with  the  Guild  in  future  is 
certain,  tor  wise  politicians  never  get  very 
far  away  from  the  fighting  forces  of 
democracy. 

More  Light  Wanted. 

Perhaps  the  fight  in  Moss  Side  best  illus- 
trates the  splendid  way  in  which  guildsmen 
turned  out  when  the  flag  was  raised  in  the 
recent  election.  Unfortunately  there  is  ns 
yet  no  Men’s  Guild  in  this  particular  con- 
stituency. Indeed,  there  is  no  Women’s 
Guild  either,  and  it  is  a surprising  and 
lamentable  tiling  that  so  'large  a part  of 
Manchester  should  still  be  a co-operative 
desert  at  this  time  of  day.  Whatever  else 
is  done  during  the  next  few  months,  an 
effort  must  be  made  to  form  Women’s  and 
Men's  Guilds  in  such  dark  places  as  Muss 
?rde‘  0®ut  although  there  is  no  guild  in 
Moss  Side,  hosts  of  guildsmeu  were  in  that 
constituency  during  the  light.  Here  it  is 
not  possible  even  to  name  them  all,  and  it 
must  suffice  to  say  that  Alessrs.  Hatton 
(Longsight),  Malcolm  (Berwick),  Powell 
(Opeushnw),  Frost  (Oldham),  and  Ogden 
(Manchester  District  secretary)  were  loyally 
supported  by  members  of  every  branch  iij 
the  Manchester  area.  It  was  the  same  in 
Bradford,  in  Birmingham,  in  Kettering,  in 
Stockport,  and  in  Paisley,  wherever  the 
fight  was  hutte»st  there  were  the  volunteers. 

More  Vital  Than  Eleotions. 

But  there  are  more  vital  tilings  - than 
general  elections,  which  are  not  nearly  so 
important  as  politicians  would  have  other 
people  believe.  People  vote  as  they  think, 
and  have  the  representatives  they  desire, 
lienee  tho  chief  thing  must  always  be  to 
spread  right  ideas,  to  stimulate  thoughtr 
and  to  educate  the  mass  of  men  and  women. 

Primarily,  the  Men’s  Guild  is  a teaching 
body,  an  educational  agency,  a means  of 
disseminating  co-operative  ideas  and 
making  co-operative  aims  and  principles 
widely  known.  Therefore,  it  is  in  the 
highest  degree  satisfactory  to  know  that 
ordinary  guild  work  was  not  entirely  sus- 
lended  while  the  general  election',  was 
.along  place.  In  many  towns  guild  meet- 
ings were  held  each  week,  and  in  others 
new  efforts  were  made  to  establish  guilds. 
Thus  Mr.  W.  A.  Whitford,  a member  of  the 
local  society’s  management  committee, 
writes  to  say  that. he  is  now  trying  to  form 
a,  guild  in  Ramsgate;  the  Folkestone,  Guild  i 
has  made  a .determined  attempt  to  secure 
new  members:  the  South  Stafford  District’ 
Council  is  endeavouring  to  resuscitate  the 
Pelsnll  Guild  ; Chester  is  talking  of  joining 


remaining  14  were  distributed  in  the  form  of 

supplies. 

Tho  Students’  Co-operative  of  Warsaw, 
which  admits  as  members  students,  professors, 
and  employees  of  the  Universities,  registered 
4,402  members  at  the  end  of  October,  1921. 
Tho  “ Students’  Home  ” has  about  1,000 
members  ; it  procures  lodgings  for  its  members, 
besides  having  a co-operative  restaurant. 


RUSSIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  COLLEGE. 

The  Centrosoyus — the  great  co-operative 
movement  in  Russia — has  established  a Co- 
operative College  in  Petrograd.  The  object  of 
the  college  is  to  train  the  students  for  co-opera- 
tivo  work.  The  full  course  will  cover  two 
years,  and  will  iuclude,  apart  from  instruction 
in  co-operative  principles,  special  classes  in 
bookkeeping  and  accountancy,  flax  and  hemp 
cultivation,  subjects  relating  to  the  fishing 
industry,  os  well  as  to  the  knowledge  of  mer- 
chandise. There  is  a hostel  for  a hundred 
students  at  the  college.  The  fee  has  been  fixed 
at  £10  per  month. 


the  national  body;  while  the  Boltcir  District 
Council  lias  met  and  decided  to  make  a new 
beginning  in  guild  work  in  the  most  smoky 
part  of  Lancashire.  These  straws  reveal 
the  way  in  which  the  wind  is  blowing,  and 
it  is  quite  certain  that  when  the  last  echoes 
of  the  election  have  died  away  there  will  be 
a great  guild  revival  in  all  parts  of  Britain. 

Word  to  Branches. 

Naturally,  one  holies  that  revival  will  not 
be  too  long  delayed,  for  the  Guild  year 
ends  with  the  end  of  December,  by  which 
date  all  branch  contributions  for  1922  must 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  Up  to 
the  time  of  writing  several  branches  have 
failed  to  send  in  the  cash  for  which  the 
joint  honorary  secretaries  are  anxiously 
looking,  and  it  is  suspected  that  a number 
of  other  branches  have  not  this  year  paid- 
subscriptions  on  their  full  membership! 
No  doubt  many  brandies  which  put  off 
paying  their  subscription  to  the  central 
fund  until  the  last  moment  will  pay  up 
between  now  and  Christmas,  but  the  ques- 
tion of  guild  finance  is  one  that  must  ba 
faced. 

Hitherto  the  Guild  lias  bad  valuable 
assistance  from  other  national  Co-operative 
organisations,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
this  assistance  will  be  continued  and  in- 
creased os  the  years  pass.  But  guildsmen 
must  recognise  that  if  the  Guild  is  to  be  a 
strong,  active,  independent  body  its  mem- 
bers must  put  their  hands  into  their  own 
pockets  and  stand  on  their  own  feet.  At 
present  the  rate  at  which  branches  are 
required  to  contribute  to  the  national  body 
is  Is.  per  member  annually.  This  rate  was 
fixed  by  the  brandies  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing held  at  York  two  years  ago,  and  there- 
fore is  at  present  the  law  governing  the 
Guild.  Of  tliis  annual  contribution  of  l«s. 
per  member,  2d.  is  earmarked  for  district 
council  purposes,  and  another  2d.  for  sec- 
tional council  purposes,  so  that  8d.  only  per 
member  comes  into  the  National  Guild 
exchequer.  It  is  true,  of  course,  t-luit  many 
members  of  the  Guild  have  few  shillings  to 
spare,  and  that  others  think  the  present 
rate  of  subscription  is  too  high.  It  cannot 
be  urged,  however,  that  brandies  are 
unable  to  raise  tho  small  sums  which  tliey 
are  required  to  find  for  national  purposes. 

Raising  the  Wind. 

There  is  no  real  renson,  if  it  come  to  that, 
why  branch,  contributions  to  the  fentrai 
fund  should  come  out  of  the  pockets  of 
individual  members.  Half-a-dozen  active 
men  in  any  branch  can  soon  discover  liow 
to  raise  money  for  guild  purposes.  Surely 
no  member  of  the  Men's  Guild  will  admit 
that  guildsmen  are  less  enterprising  than 
guildswomen ! The  ’ladies  raise  enough 
money  to  carry  on  their  work,  and  men  can 
do  the  isniue  it  they  have  the  will.  Guilds- 
men  really  must  give  attention  to  this 
matter. 

Special  Conferences. 

This  question  of  finance,  like  other  no 
less  important  questions,  was  considered 
by  the  central  council  at  its  meeting  held 
at  Woolwich  a few  weeks  ago.  At  that 
meeting  it  was  decided  that  a number  of 
special  conferences  should  be  held  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  with  a view 
to  stimulating  interest  in  the  Guild  and 
increasing  its  membership  and  power.  The 
first  of  these  meetings  will  be-  held  in 
London  oil  Saturday,  December  2nd,  and 
the  second  at  Leeds  on  February  17th, 
1923.  Others  will  follow  in  due  course, 
and  guildsmen  should  watch  tho  columns  of 
the  “Co-operative  News”  for  later 
announcements. 

When  all  is  said,  it  remains  true  that 
without  money  organisations  ran  do 
nothing.  It  is  money  that  makes  the  mare 
to  go  ! Hence,  brandies  should  pay  up 
cheerfully  and  promptly  now  in  order  that 
the  animal  may  move  more  rapidly  next 
yenr  than  it  lias  done  for  some  time  past. 


LITERATURE. 

“JONAH  AND  CO.” 

Br  means  of  tivo  very  useful  motor.™, 
nicknamed  “Ping”  and  “ Pon« '>  n 
(Major  Pleydell)  and  his  relatives  ba 
glorious  time  in  the  South  of  France  \ 
provide  Dornford  Yateb  with  plenty**^ 
humorous  material  for  his  latest  book 
“ Jonah  and  Co.”  (Ward,  Lock  and  Co  ’ 
London,  7s.  net).  To  those  familiar  with 
the  writings  of  Dornford  Yates,  the 
diaracters  in  “ Jonah  and  Co.”  need  no 
introduction,  but  for  the  benefit  of  tho 
new  reader  tlieir  relations  one  to  another 
arc  explained  in  the  prologue.  Berry 
(Major  Pleydell)  married  his  second  cousin 
Daphne,  whose  brother,  Boy  Pleydell,  j3 
the  husband  of  Adele,  an  American  gir], 
Then  there  are  their  cousins— Jonathan 
.(Jonah)  and  Jill  Mansell.  They  are  all 
very  charming  people  and  their  doings  are 
particularly  entertaining. 

As  usual,  Berry  is  the  scapegoat  in  many 
of  the  incidents  depicted,  and  his  efforts 
to  smuggle^  some  decent  cigarettes  aud 
tobacco  over  from  England  -provide  one  of 
the  most  amusing  chapters  of  the  book] 
The  race  between  “Ping”  and  "Pong'’' 
is  so  well  described  that  the  reader  iinsns- 
pctingly  finds  himself  joining  in  the  excite- 
ment. Again,  when  on  an  April  evening 
Boy  has  a race  against  time  in  a high- 
powered  motor-car,  the  reader  feels  the 
thrill  of  the  rush  through  the  forest,  which 
the  following  word  picture  so  effectively 
describes: — “Within  this  magic  zone  the 
throb  of  the  engine,  the  hiss  of  the  carbu- 
rettor, the  swift  brush  of  the  tyres  upon 
the  road — three  rousing  tones,  yielding  a 
thunderous  chord,  were  curiously  staccato. 
The  velvet  veil  of  silence  we  rent  in  twain, 
but  as  we  tore  it  the  folds  fell  bock  to 
bang  like  mighty  curtains  about  our  path, 
stifling  all  echo,  striking  reverberation 
dumb.  The  strong,  sweet  smell  of  tlie 
woods  enhanced  the  mystery.  The  cool, 
clean  air  thrashed  us  with  perfume.  . . 

It  is  a most  enjoyable  book. 


INCOME  TAX  SIMPLIFIED. 

“ Income  Tax  Simplified”  (A.  Field, 
house  Huddersfield,  and  Simpson,  Mar- 
shall and  Co.  LtcL,  Loudon  ; net  Is.  6d.)  is 
a useful  little  handbook  for  anybody 
plagued  with  income  tax  demands  and  tho 
perplexing  returns  that  have  to  be  sent  in 
by  all  whom  the  assessor  has  “got  upon 
the  list.”  It  is  a cheap  guide,  and  if  it 
helps  one  -to  avoid  payment  of  half-a-crown 
unfairly- demanded  in  income  tax,  it  will 
have  paid  the  reader.  The  knowledge  of 
how.  to  fill  up  the  statutory  declaration  and 
lmw  to  reply  to  the  questions  of  the 
assessor' may  make  all  the  difference  in.  the 
world  to  the  individual,  for  under  our  com- 
plex system  a man  may  be  compelled  to 
pay  tax  on  a sum  that  is  more  than  bis 
real  income  or  on  a sum  that  is  actually 
less.  “Income  Tax  Simplified’’  enlightens 
the  reader  upon  all  the  points  that  interest 
him,  and  it^-  is  probably  the  most  com- 
plete guide  of  the  kind  published  at  so 
low  a price. 

HERR  KAUFMANN'S 
PAMPHLET. 

The  Co-operative  Union  has  done  well  in 
securing  for  publication,  in  this  country, 
Heinrich  Kaufmann’s  pamphlet  on  “ Typ63 
of  Co-operative  .Societies  and  Their  Economio 
Relations.”  Herr  Kaufmann  is  -a  director 
of  the  Central  Federation  of  German  Distribu- 
tive Co-operative  Societies,  and  is  always  a 
welcome  visitor  at  British . Congresses.  This 
latest  work  of  his  has  already  been  published 
in  the  “ International  Labour  Review,"  and 
its  re-issue  is  by  arrangement  with  tlie  Inter- 
national Labour  Office,  Geneva.  The  cost  of 
the  booklet  is  6d.  for  a single  copy ; hut 
three  or  more  copies  can  be  had  for  4d.  each. 


WHOLESALE  S BIG  “ AD." 

At  a social  function  at  Gateshead  on 
Saturday,  Mr.  H.  G.  Baldoek  (chairman  of 
Gateshead  Society)  referred  to  the  very  use- 
ful publicity  campaign  being  conducted  by 
tho  C.W.S. , which  lie  thought  was  of  g|-en 
aid  to  societies.  , 

Mr.  J.  Oliver  (C.W.S.),  in  the  course  ol 
his  reply,  intimated  that  in  the  second  or 
third  week  in  January  the  C.W.S.  was  going 
to  take,  for  one  day,  the  whole  front  p»ge  0 
the  “Daily  Moil,”  at  the  cost  of  £909* 


Signok  Mussolini. 


MEN’S  GUILD  NOTES. 

WORK  IN  THE  GENERAL  ELECTION. 
NEWS  FROAI  THE  BRANCHES. 


tlE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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THE  GREAT  DIVIDE. 

SHEFFIELD'S  31d.  CLUB. 


OVER  £40,000  FOR  MEMBERS. 


The  Stamp  Unit. 


Sheffield  is  a city 
of  specialities — steel, 

polony,  and  threepence- 
ha'penny  clubs.  The 

last-named  is  indi- 

genous to  the  home  of 
cutlery.  It  is  a most 
popular  institution,  and 
flourishes  everywhere. 
Grocers  inn  them,  the 
pork  pie  purveyors,  too.  and  naturally  the 
sweet  shops  are  not  behind,  whilst  in  public- 
houses  they  are  quite  the  thing. 

The  3id.  club  is  such  a feature  of  the 
workers’  life  that  a wideawake  society  like 
that,  of  the  Sheffield  and  Ecclcsall  Co-operative 
has  taken  advantage  of  it  to  the  public  good. 
Fourteen  years  now  the  “ S.  and  E.”  have  been 
in  the  fashion  with  the  weekly  threepence- 
ha’penny  habit,  and  the  members  now  benefit 
to  the  extent  of  over  £40,000  a year. 

A Double  Blessing. 

The  principle  appeals  peculiarly  to  the  thrift- 
loving  Yorkshire  folk,  who  would  rather  miss 
n meal  than  their  weekly  instalment  in  the 
threepence-ha'penny  club.  Moreover,  like 
mercy  “ it  is  twice  bless’ d ; 

It.  hlesseth  him  that  gives,  and  him  that 
takes.” 

The  unit  of  the  club  payment  is  3id.  ; and 
so  you  may  pay  7d.  a week,  Is.  2d.,  2s.  4d., 
and  so  on  in  multiples  of  the  unit,  according 
to  the  number  of  shares  taken.  Some  members 
have  as  many  as  twenty  shares — others  pay 
about  £1  a week.  Whatever  the  contribution, 
the  member  receives  a printed  stamp  in  return, 
and  tliis  is  fixed  in  the  appropriate  printed 
square  in  the  contribution  book.  There  is 
a halfpenny  fine  per  share  for  each  neglect  of 
payment,  and  a fine  of  3d.  on  members  in 
arrears  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Now  herein  comes  the  double  benefit.  The 
members  pay  for  fifty  weeks.  The  other  two 
weeks  are  devoted  to  the  great  divide,  when  the 
members  have  returned  the  full  amount  of  their 
three  penny  contributions  plus  interest  at  the 
rate  of  3d.  on  each  fully  paid-up  share  ; but 
for  the  halfpennies  a voucher  is  given,  spend- 
able at  any  of  the  society’s  premises.  And 
in  this  way  the  society  is  guaranteed  about 
£6,000  sure  business  for  the  Christmas  trade. 
Moreover  the  weekly  payment  i mean  weekly 
visits  to  the  store,,  which  means  regular 
weekly  purchases. 


THE  UNEMPLOYMENT  EVIL. 

DEFICIENT  CONSUMPTION  THE  CAUSE. 


CO-OPERATION  POINTS  ONE  WAY  OUT. 


The  Gleam  of  Joy. 

“ We  have  now  paid  a quarter-of-a-million 
to  members  in  the  fourteen  years,”  says  Mr. 
W.  Rose,  the  secretary,  with  pardonable 
prido.  “ And  despite  the  unemployment, 
this  year  we  are  doing  very  little  less  than 
last  year,  when  we  topped  £40,000 — the  second 
year  we  have  done  that.” 

It  takes  seven  days  to  complete  the  repay- 
ments. All  last  week  there  were  re-lay 
processions  of  members  past  the  tellers 
counters  at  the  headquarters  in  the  Grand 
Arcade,  Ecclesall-road.  What  a happy 
parade ! The  woman  with  the  basket  was 
predominant.  See  her  present  her  green 
paper  for  which  she  receives  a white  one,  and 
this  she  scans,  then  signs  with  businesslike 
precision,  and  hands  it  in  to  the  cashier  at 
the  far  end  of  the  grille,  finally  walking  off 
with  a gleam  of  joy  in  her  eye  and  a batch  of 
Treasury  notes  in  her  hand. 

A Week  of  Festival. 

The  Great  Divide  is  made  the  occasion  of 
liigh  festival,  which  brought  untold  pleasure 
to  thousands  all  last  week.  Mr.  Alex.  Laing, 
the  president,  opened  the  programme  on  the 
Monday,  and  then  followed  a whirl  of  events, 
with  special  concerts  of  all  kinds  each  evening. 

A series  of  competitions  enabled  every 
member  to  indulge  his  or  her  own  particular 
fancy.  Three  men,  in  fancy  costume,  made  a 
house-to-house  visitation  with  the  printed 
catalogue  of  fivents,  each  one  having  a number. 
All  filling  up  the  entry  forms  were  entitled 
to  take  part  in  the  competitions,  for  which 
over  £40  was  offered  in  prizes.  Every  depart- 
ment and  branch  of  the  society  had  a window 
display  for  which  there  was  £30  worth  of 
prizes.  To  ensure  the  catalogue  being  read 
tlierc  was  a missing  letter  competition. 

Hat  trimming  for  men,  ~ recitation  and 
singing  for  boys  and  girls,  as  well  as  boot  and 
spoon  polishing,  bread  baking  and  cake  making 
were  other  diversions.  The  singing  com- 
petition—the  test  was  " Peggy  O’Neil  ” — was 
a tremendous  success,  the  Arcade,  ablaze  with 
flags  of  all  nations,  plants,  floral  streamers, 
and  Chinese  lanterns,  being  crowded  with 
over  2,000  enthusiasts. 

And  as  though  all  this  were  not  enough, 
free  tea  tickets  for  the  cafe  were  given  to  all 
purchasers  of  10s.  and  upwards  during  the 
festival.  E.  T. 


MR.  ALEXANDERS  SPEECH  IN  PARLIAMENT. 


WHERE  SANTA  CLAUS 
REIGNS. 


Christmas  was  surely  meant  as  a 
children’s  festival.  Grown-iips  might  do 
their  best  to  catch  some  of  its  real  spirit, 
but  the  kiddies  need  make  no  such  effort. 
Their  wonderful  imagination  clothes  the 
festive  season  with  a glamour  which  escapes 
the  eyes  of  their  elders.  It  is  not  un  easy 
task,  therefore,  for  an  adult  to  show  tiungs 
as  they  appear  in  a child’s  mind.  Never- 
theless, in  the  Unity  House  premises  of  the 
Liverpool  Society,  Mr.  Greenwood  (drapery 
manager).  Mr.  Ashworth  (window  dresser), 
and  the  staff  have  given  the  kiddies  (and 
their  parents)  something  to  marvel  at. 

It  would  he  difficult  to  find  a more  appro- 
priate title  than  “ The  Land  of  Dreams  ” for 
the  children’s  Christmas  pleasure  land  which 
they  have  prepared.  It  is  like  making  a 
trip  to  fairyland  and  meeting  the  popular 
characters  of  the  nursery  rhymes  face  to 
face.  Each  little  grotto  has  some  new 
wonder.  The  ever-pppular  rhyme,  "Sing  a 
Song  of  Sixpence,”  is  appropriately  shown 
in  tableau — the  king  in  the  counting-house, 
the  pie,  from  whidh  the  blackbirds  are  try- 
ing to  escape,  and  the  unfortunate  maid  m 
the  garden  hanging  out  the  clothes,  when 
*•  there  came  a little  blackbird  and  pecked 
off  her  nose.”  Then,  there  is  Miss  Muffett 
running  away  from  the  big  spider,  whose 
web  forms  an  appropriate  background. 

Santa  Claus  at  Work. 

A more  cheerful  picture  is  that  of  Santa 
Claus  just  peeping  over  the  roof  of  a snow- 
cov*erecl  house,  with  his  bag  of  toys  on  his 
shoulder.  In  a pretty  \voojl,  shown  in  minia- 
ture, are  the  unfortunate  “ babes  ” hejng 
covered  with  leaves  by  the  birds ; whilst  in 
the  next  grotto  throe  witches  cast  their 
spells  and  bring  toys  from  their  magic  caul- 
dron, and  a good  fairy  hovers  near  to  see 
they  do  no  harm.  Other  pretty  scenes  show 
“ The  Castle  in  the  Land  of  Dreams,” 
“Alice  in  Wonderland,”  and  “ The  Gnomes’ 


LIVERPOOL  CHILDREN'S  CHRISTMAS 
GROTTO. 

Cave,”  whilst  a water  wheel  and  a windmill 
provide  the  movement  which  is  such  an 
attraction. 

Having  tested  all  the  delights  of  the  first 
room,  the  little  visitors  pass  downstairs  to 
another  place  of  wonder.  The  full  story  of 
“ The  Ten  Little  Nigger  Boys  ” is  here  told 
in  graphic  detail,  and  the  misfortunes  which 
befall  each  one  in  turn  are  followed  with  the 
keenest  interest.  Then  comes  a sudden  stop 
in  the  procession.  This  occurs  at  the  cages 
of  a live  monkey  and  a goat.  Th*3  antics  of 
the  former  are  so  amusing  to  the  kiddies 
that  they  do  not  want  to  move.  Another 
never-failing  source  of  attraction  is  the 
scenic  railway.  A miniature  train  travels 
round  in  a big  semi-circle  through  tunnels, 
under  bridges,  and  past  a pond  in  which  gold 
fishes  swim  contentedly.  Even  the  C.W.S. 
Shilbottle  Colliery  is  included  in.  the 
scenery.  • 

Parcels  of  Toys. 

Father  Christmas  is  in  attendance  daily, 
and  in  exchange  for  the  shilling  tickets, 
which  are  (purchased  on  entering,  he 
presents  the  youngsters  with  a parcel  of 
toys.  For  the  adults  there  is  a “lucky 
dip,”  the  charge  for  this  being  sixpence. 
The  prizes  vary  in  value  from  8d.  to  os., 
and  naturally  when  a lucky  “ dipper  ” picks 
out  a blouse  or  a jumper,  business  is  ex- 
tremely brisk  for  some  time.  The  parcels  of 
tovs  are  also  very  popular. 

Last  year,  in  the  three  weeks  when  a 
similar  Christmas  display  was  made,  25,000 
parcels  and  8,000  dips  were  sold.  Mr. 
Greenwood  estimates  that  about  one  out  of 
three  persons  buys  a parcel  or  a dip.  and 
this  means  that  approximately  over  90,000 
people  were  in  Unity  House  last  year. 

This  year  the  show  has  been  going  since 
the  beginning  of  November,  and  even  so 
long  before  Christmas  the  Saturday  crowds 
, — between  five  and  six 

It  is  evident  that  this 
pays,  for  it  gets  the 
ipartments. 


have  approximated  between  five  and 
thousand  people.  ~ !J— 

type  of  aovertisini 
people  inside  the  < 


Mu.  A.  V.  Alexander,  the  Co-cperntivo 
M.P.  for  Hillsborough,  made  a fighting  con- 
tribution to  the  debate  on  the  Opposition’s 
official  amendment  to  the* Address  in  reply  to 
the  King's  Speech,  on  Friday  last,  in  the 
House  of  Commons. 

The  amendment  regretted  the  absence 
from  the  King’s  Speec  h of  any  adequate  pro- 
posal for  dealing  with  the  unexampled  un- 
employment, for  which  the  Government,  as 
the  dominant  party  in  the  late  Coalition, 
was  responsible. 

Mr.  Alexander  called  special  attention  to 
the  plight  of  Sheffield,  and  then  proceeded 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  unemployment  in 
general.  He  quoted  a speech,  in  which  Mr. 
Lloyd  George,  in  1906,  viewing  the  then 
large  incursion  of  Labour  members,  warned 
Liberals  that  there  was  no  cause  for  alarm 
at  the  new  Labour  agitation  because 
“Liberalism  would  never  be  ousted  from  its 
supremacy,  in  respect  of  political  progress, 
until  it  deserved  to  he  deposed  for  neglect 
and  betrayal  of  the  principles  which  it 
professed.” 

Mr.  Alexander  commended  that  utterance 
to  the  Liberals  in  the  House,  possibly  by 
way  of  proving  the  reliability  of  the  witness, 
Mr.  Lloyd  George,  who  had  concluded  that 
speech  by  saying  that  “ the  working  man  is 
no  fool.”  “ We  have  proved  that  in  these 
elections,”  said  Mr.  Alexander.  “We  have 
doubled  our  representation  here,  and  ,vo  will 
increase  it  further.” 

Working-Class  Hardships. 
Continuing,  Mr.  Alexander  said:  “The 
working  man  understands  more  than  any 
other  the  hardships  which  he  has  to  endure. 
He  understands  a movement  like  the  trade 
union  movement  and  also  the  movement  with 
which  1 am  connected,  the  co-operative 
movement,  art  association  of  consumers  as 
well  as  producers.  Hon.  Members  opposite 
pride  themselves  upon  their  superior  know- 
ledge, but  there  is  hardly  a Member  on 
these  benches  who  has  not  only  practical 
knowledge  of  the  organisation  of  producers, 
but  has  besides  practical  knowledge  of  trade 
and  business  from  having  graduated  as  a 
member  of  a committee  of  management  of 
industrial  co-operation.'  He  is  able, 
therefore,  to  speak  not  merely  from 
text-book  knowledge,  to  whidh  it  is 
often  said  we  are  confined,  hut  to  speak 
from  actual  experience  of  the  organisation 
of  industry  in  this  country  to  the  extent 
of  a turnoVer  of  £250,000,000  per  annum. 
He  is  also  able  to  speak  with  peculiar  know- 
ledge of  the  cost  to  get  raw  materials, 
to  provide  wages  and  to  distribute,  and 
what  it  ought  to  mean  in  price  to  the  con- 
sumer at  the  end  of  the  production  and  of 
the  distribution.  It  is  from  that  point  of 
view  that  we  are  going  to  continue  during 
this  Parliament  to  put  forward  not  merely 
theories  but  trading  facts. 

Cause  and  Effect. 

“It  has  been  said  that  during  the  debate 
that  the  root  cause  of  unemployment  is 
under-consumption.  I want  to  stress  one 
or  t\vo  things  in  that  connection.  Under- 
consumption is  the  root  cause  of  unemploy- 
ment and  it  is  the  direct  result  of  the 
present  organisation  of  industry  and  com- 
merce in  tliis  and  other  countries.  It  ought 
not  to  take  Hon.  Members  long  in  their 
study  of  the  subject  to  make  up  their  minds 
that' that  is  so.  All  the  improved  methods 
of  production  of  the  present  day,  as  1ms  been 
clearly  shown  by  a previous  speaker,  mean 
production  at  such  a rate  that  there  must-be 
a surplus,  unless  the  method  of  distribution 
of  tlie  wealth  produced  by  the  application  of 
labour  to  oapital  is  altered.  We  need  only 
to  look  at  the  fact  which  was  given  to  us 
vesterdav  bv  the  Hon.  Member  for  Hamp- 
stead (Mr.  G.  Balfour).  He  said  that  the 
employing  class  was  small,  that  there  wero 
only  a few  of  the  employing  class.  Let  us 
look  at  the  returns  of  the  Board  _of  Inland 
Revenue  for  Income  Tax  and  Super-tax. 
We  there  find  that  although,  perhaps,  two 
years  ago  the  capitalised  wealth  Of  this 
country  was  £18,000,000,000,  it  would  not 
be  more  than  £16,000,000,000  to-day.  Of 
that  £16,000,000,000  no  less  than 
£13,000,000,000  is  held  by  fewer  than 
250,000  people  in  this  country.  That  is  the 
direct  result  of  the  distribution  of  the 
wealth  produced  by  the  application  of  labour 
to  capital  in  this  country. 

The  Better  Way. 

“What  does  that  mean?  It  means  that 
even  those  who  are  most  profligate  and 
extravagant  and  luxurious  amongst  the 
class  which  takes  an  undue  proportion  of 
the  results  of  the  toil  of  the  struggling 
masses  of  the  country  are  unable  to  consume 
the  wealth  which  they  take  as  their  share 
of  production.  They  invest  it  again  and 
again  in  more  machinery,  more  productive 
enterprises,  with  the  result  that  again  and 
again  you  have  cycles  of  unemployment,  and 
the  individual  labourer  has  not  the  capacity 
to  purchase  the  goods  produced.  That  is 
the  root  cause  of  unemployment,  and  until 
something  is  done  to  alter  it  you  will  always 
have  it  with  you.  I suggest  to  Hon. 
Members  opposite  that  in  the  co-operative 
movement,  composed  almost  entirely  of  the 
industrial  working  classes,  we  hav^  a better 
way  altogether.  One  of  the  most  iniquitous 
things— it  is  frequently  overlooked — is  that 


the  result  of  the  toil  of  the  worker  is  always 
strictly  limited — the  wages  of  labour  are 
always  limited — but  the  wages  of  capital  in 
most  cases  arc  unlimited. 

The  Two  Pictures. 

“I  will  put  it  another  way.  We  have 
heard  of  examples  of  the  profits  of  capital. 

When  private  soldiers  were  fighting  in  the 
trenches  for  is.  6d.  a day,  and  their  wives 
and  dependents  were  existing  upon  the 
allowances  paid  to  them  by  the  Government, 
the  Maypole  Dairy  Company,  dealing  in  Just 
those  foods  which  are  required  by  the  work- 
ing classes  in  this  country,  paid  on  their 
share  capital,  over  a period  of  six  years  dur- 
ing the  war,  an  average  dividend  per  annum 
of  128£  per  cent.  It  is  when  you  see  things 
like  that  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the 
results  of  the  application  of  labour  to 
capital  that  you  see  the  real  cause  of  our 
trouble.  In  our  own  movement — I do  not 
say  that  there  may  not  be  even  some  better 
way — the  first  principle  is  that  the  earnings 
of  capital  are  strictly  limited.  Until  ycu 
get  a similar  arrangement  for  the  rest  of  the 
industry  and  commerce  in  this  country, 
there  can  be  no  real  solution  of  the  unem- 
ployment problem.  If  we  can  get  a limita- 
tion of  the  earnings  of  capital  in  such  a way 
that  we  may  increase  the  rewards  of  labour, 
increase  the  purchasing  capacity  of  our  in- 
dividual workers,  we  shall  be  going  a long 
way  towards  removing  under-consumption 
and  our  unemployment  problem. 


GETTING  OVER  THE 

SCARE. 

PEOPLE  GOING  BACK  TO  POTTED 
MEATS. 

C.W.S.  CHRISTMAS  FARE. 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  poisoning  case 
at  Loch  Maree  in  August  last  was  that  nearly 
everybody  went  off  potted  meat,  unless,  of 
course,  it  was  made  at  home  under  the 
watchful  eye  of  the  wife.  Shop  trade 
almost  disappeared. 

The  C.W.S..  although  it -had  not  the  re- 
motest connection  with  Loch  Maree,  suffered 
with  the  rest  of  manufacturers.  The  fact 
that  its  potted  meat  is  made  of  the  finest 
ingredients,  and  that  its  factory  at  Yar- 
mouth is  the  last  word  in  cleanliness  did  not 
seem  to  count  at  all.  The  people  were 
scared,  and  sought  safety  in  leaving  potted 
meat,  no  matter  whose  name  it  bore, 
severely  alone. 

Inquiry  at  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  on 
Tuesday,  eliciting  the  pleasing  fact  that,  so 
far  as  the  C.W.S.  at  any  rate  is  concerned, 
the  public  are  going  back  to  these  foods. 
Business  is  steadily  increasing,  with  the 
result  that  it  is  now  possible  to  put  the 
factory  at  Yarmouth  on  full  time. 

The  same  department  which  deals  with 
potted  meat  also  concerns  itself  with  live  and 
dead  poultry.  The  society  has  an  extensive 
poultry  farm  of  its  own  outside  Clitheroe, 
and  the  quality  of  the  birds,  both  for  breed- 
ing and  for  the  table,  has  been  frequently 
commented  upon.  Norfolk  farms  are  also 
being  scoured  for  poultry,  which  are  taken 
to  Yarmouth  for  killing  and  dressing 

Mr.  Hewett  (head  of  the  department)  in- 
formed a “News”  representative  on  Tues- 
day that  prices  for  English  poultry  showed 
an  advance  on  this  time  last  year,  but  in 
view  of  the  bad  breeding  season  they  must 
be  regarded  as  very  reasonable.  Mr.  Hewett 
also  stated  that  orders  were  coming  along 
very  steadily  for  live  poultry  for  breeding 
purposes  from  the  Birdie  Brow  Farm,  which 
in  no  small  measure  he  attributed  to  adver- 
tisements placed  in  tlie  “ Co-operative 
News." 


SUPERANNUATION. 

[To  the  Editor,  “Co-operative  News."] 

Sir I hare  been  much  interested  in  read- 

ing the  Darwen  article  on  “ Employees 
Superannuation.”  The  scheme  appears  to 
be  a feasible  and- easily  workable  one  it 
actuariallv  sound.  Can  the  secretary  of  the 
Darwen  Society  tell  your  readers  whether  it 
has  been  thus  tested,  and,  if  not.  whether 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  have  that  aspect 
attended  to  before  it  is  too  late . 

Just  one  other  point.  Does  “the  whole 
of  the  funds”  mentioned  in  Clause  19, 
include  the  society’s  contributions  under 
Clause  10?— Yours,  (fee.,  H.  D.  Is. 

[We  have  received  several  letters  con- 
taining a similar  request. — Ed.,  “CIS.”] 


“May  I suggest  that  the  ‘ Millgat© 
Monthly,’  a 6d.  magazine,  is  a splendid  in- 
vestment,” writes  a “ Railway  Review 
correspondent  “It  contains  articles  of  an 
instructive  nature  and  is  a real  educational 
treat.  Try  it!”  , 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Deck: 


THE  REALISATION 

OF  IDEALS. 

USEFUL  MEETING  OF  MEN'S 
GUILDS. 

A special  conference,  arranged  by  the 
Central  Council  of  the  Men’s  Guild  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  London  District  Council  of  the 
Guild,  was  held  in  the  C.YV.S.  Assembly  Hall, 
Leman-strcet,  London,  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
Mr.  G.  H Speight  (chairman  of  the  London 
District  Council)  presided,  supported  by  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  and  there  was  a good 
attendance,  including  many  members  of 
Women’s  Guilds  in  the  London  area. 

The  purpose  of  the  conference  was  to  hear 
an  address  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (joint  non, 
secretary  of  the  Guild)  on  “ Co-operative 
Ideals  and  Their  Realisation.”  In  dealing 
with  this  subject  Mr.  Mercer  pointed  out  that 
the  co-operative  movement  had  always  been 
inspired  by  a social  ideal,  and  that  its  trufe 
purpose  was  to  establish  a new  sociul  system 
based  on  the  principles  of  co-operation  and 
mutual  aid.  Present-day  society  was-  con- 
demned by  all  thoughtful  pcoplo  because  it 
was  uneconomic,  unstable,  and  immoral,  and 
the  co-operative  ideal  could  not  bo  realised 
until  it  had  been  replaced  by  a new  social  form. 
Co-operation  was  the  best,  most  hopeful,  and 
most  fruitful  movement  of  modern  times, 
because  it  provided  a complete  solution  of  the 
economic  problepi  and  new  principles  of 
government,  and  made  possible  higher 
standards  of  social  morality. 

Dealing  with  each  of  these  points,  Mr. 
Mercer  showed  how  by  'the  development  and 
extension  of  existing  co-operative  organisations 
along  the  lines  determined  by  the  right  appli- 
cation of  co-operative  principles  the  social 
probjem  could  be  solved.  All  that  was  needed 
to  make  a solution  possible  was  greater  loyalty, 
more  knowledge,  and  collective  action.  In  his 
opinion,  the  task  of  spreading  co-operative 
ideas  would  be  discharged  chiefly  by  voluntary 
bodies  inside  the  co  operative  movement,  hence 
the  real  value  of  the  Men’s  and  Women’s 
Guilds. 

The  Men’s  Guild  in  particular  could  make  a 
great  contribution  to  co-operative?  progress  if 
wisely  led  and  intelligently  directed.  He  there- 
fore urged  his  hearers  to  do  all  m their  power 
to  strengthen  the  Guild  in  the  I^oudon  area,  to 
establish  new  brandies,  and  to  induce  existing 
guilds  to  join  the  national  body.  Members  of 
'■  the  Women’s  Guild  also  could  help  in  this  by 
urging  their  male  relations  to  become  members 
of  the  Mc-n's  Guild. 

Several  questions  we/e  asked,  and  after  these 
had  been  answered  by  Mk,  Mercer  a long 
discussion  followed. 

Among  those  taking  paid  in  t’  c discussion 
were  Mr.  W.  C.  Potter  (Guild  Central  Council), 
Mi'.  S.  R.  Rees  (Co-operative  Party),  Mr.  White 
(Plumstead),  and  delegates  from  Men’s  Guild 
branches  at  Kensal  Rise,  Hornsey,  Ealing, 
Dartford,  and  several  ladies.  Several  speakers 
asked  that  the  opening  address  should  be 
printed  and  circulated  among  Mon’s  and 
Women’s  Guilds  as  soon  as  possible. 

A vote  of  thanks  to  the  speaker,  moved  by 
Mr.  Potter,  seconded  by  Mr.  White,  and  sup- 
ported by  several  speakers,  concluded  a con- 
ference that  will  undoubtedly  do  much  to 
strengthen  the  Men’s  Guild  movement  in  the 
metropolis.  , 
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SOUTHERN  SECRETARIES’  SCHOOL.  I WOKING’S ^manager. 


AN  INTERESTING  NEW  EXPERIMENT. 
EFFICIENCY  DISCUSSED. 


A new  departure  was  entered  upon  last 
week-end  by  the  London  branch  of  the  Co- 
operative Secretaries’  Association  in  holding 
its  first  school  at  Shornolls,  the  pleasant 
holiday  home  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society 
at  Abbey  Wodd.  The  new  venture  was  a 
great  success,  and  will  doubtless  encourage 
the  committee  to  repeat  the  school  on  another 
occasion.  Mr.  W.  B.  Neville  (secretary  to  the 
Royal  Arsenal  Society),  who  lmd  been  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Wilkinson  (secretary)  in 
making  the  arrangements,  presided  at  the 
first  session  on  Monday  morning. 

Mr.  R.  Wale  (chairman  of  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society)  extended  a cordial  welcome  to  the 
visitors. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  this  was  the  first 
meeting  of  the  kind  in  the  South  of  England, 
and  it  was  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment. 
He  did  not  see  why  they  should  not  make 
this  an  annual  gathering  at  which  an  oppor- 
tunity could  be  afforded  for  an  interchange 
of  views  on  the  problems  which  co-operative 
officials  had  to  face. 


AN  ADVANCE  AT  LEAMINGTON 
SPA. 

BANBURY  SOCIETY’S  .MOVE. 

Tub  enterprising  Banbury  Society  will 
open  its  handsome  new  premises,  High- 
Tucs|L-''.  I Jet  ember 
Jru  - n<5"'  store  is  much  more  centrally 

Equated  than  the  old  branch  in  C’lemcns- 
Klrcet,  which,  although  it  has  served  the 
society  so  well  lor  nearly  twenty  .year1',  ’s 
qmio  inadequate  to  meet  modern  require. 
'u-'lLs  in  a somewhat  exacting  town  like 
lashionnblo  I/eamington. 

The  new  store  has  a good  tradition  behind 
it  as  it  was  formerly  a Primitive  Methodist 
Chapel.  Tile  architect  has  been  able  to 
retain  some  portion  of  the  old  structure  so 
lap  as  the  outer  walls  are  concerned.  The 
upjM?r  storey  of  the  premises  has  n splendid 

F-m' V"KonM°0ni-  ,c,,l,i,b!e  ,-°r  accommodating 
LA)  to  200  people,  and  there  are  still  to  be 
seen  some  indications  of  the  former 
WOTsh^r  °f  t ,G  buiklil,S  as  a place  of 

Tile  Jejlllrtmeiits  will  tMmso  i-iTiery 

as,  pj" lira i>?i.v,  bunt,,  mid  (unfit. 

,tlne’  ‘Vl ■»  eMpected’tliflt  the  onen- 

li.g  ceremony,  coupleil  with  a fortmAt's 
•liecial  myw»jd»  to  he  carried  out.  by  Mr. 
Qeortro  Iv  Griffiths  (national  propagandist 
organiser)  wi  1 .hare  the  effect  of  increasing 
..ic  n'c:ul«rsl"p  Ira,!,..  literal  pros- 

j.  . ' Uurisdung  branch  of  the 


Basis  of  Efficiently. 

Mr.  Benjamin  B.  Bembridge,  A.C.I.S. 
(secretary  and  manager  of.  the  Barry  and 
District  Society),  opened  a discussion  on 
line  Basis  of  Efficiency,”  based  upon  a 
book  on  that  subject  by  Mr.  Lawrence  Dicksee, 
B.Com.,  F.C.A.  Mr.  Bembridge,  in  the 
course  of  his  address,  said  that  of  all  pro- 
fessedly commercial  treatises  that  had  come 
into  his  hands  this  was  the  most  vulnerable  ; 
and  he  criticised  the  book  in  general  respects. 

Proceeding  to  discuss  somo  of  the  points 
in  the  book,  Mr.  Bembridge  said  Professor 
Dicksee  introduced  the  question  of  training. 
Here  he  (the  speaker)  would  suggest  that  the 
best  groundwork  for  any  vocational  training 
was  a good,  sound,  general  education,  pre- 
ferably up  to  matriculation  standard.  Selection 
of  the  right  material  to  train  for  special  work 
was  quite  as  important  as  the  nature  of  the 
training  itself.  This  question  of  the  training 
of  employees  must  also  be  considered  from 
the  point  of  view  of  expense.  It'  was  a 
modern  educational  heresy  to  think  that  effi- 
ciency could  be  secured  by  expenditure  on 
vocational  training.  In  the  end  they  must 
depend  on  character.  Closely  allied  -with  the 
question  of  training  was  that  of  equipment 
dealt  with  in  the  second  chapter. 

It  was  no  more  necessary  to  have  adequately- 
trained  and  equipped  employees  than  it  was 
to  have  leaders  possessing  the  essential 
qualities  of  leadership.  Now  leadership  in 
a co-operative  society  demanded  qualities 
which  would  not  only  command  the  respect 
of  the  employees,  but  which  would  fix  the 
attention  and  win  the  favour  of  the  members. 
He  urged  that  the  two  essential  qualities  were 
courage  and  the  power  to  comprehend  exactly 
the  forces  that  affected  the  mind  of  the  people 
and  to  discern  what  they  desired  and  would 
support.  There  were  two  others  of  a less 
degree  of  importance.  Self-confidence  for 
instance,  if  it  did  not  .pass  into  the  vanity 
which  offered  an  easy  target  for  ridicule, 
helped  a courageous  leader  to  make  his  way. 

A prominent  statesmen  of  our  time  on  being 
asked  by  a member  of  his  party  what  argu- 
ments he  had  better  use  on  behalf  of  the  cause 
replied  : - I sometimes  think  that  assertion 
is  the  best  kind  of  argument.”  There  were 
occasions  when  co-operative  societies  oould 
bear  this  advice  in  mind.  When  anyone  had 
risen  high  enough  to  bo  trusted  with  adminiB- 
. trativo  work  his  capacity  was  put  to  a new 
test,  since  somo  measure  of  honesty,  industry, 
(act.  and  temper  was  required,  and  ho  must 
show  himself  capable  of  inspiring  confidence 
and  attaching  men  lo  himself  ; in  other  words, 
of  developing  and  maintaining  morale.  They 
knew  how  necessary  this  was,  not  only  amongst 
(he  employees,  but  in  their  ease  amongst  the 
members.  To  keep  the  members  buoyant 
and  confident  was  half  the  battle— to  keep 
them  loyal  was  the  other  half. 

There  was  a short  discussion,  in  which 
Messrs.  Ireland  and  Baxter  (Rochester),  W.  A. 
Wilkinson  (Brighton),  W.  Olney  (Southamp- 
ton), Orrin  (Colchester),  and  others  took  part. 

The  Chairmnn,  on  behalf  of  the  members 
thanked  Mr.  Bembridge  for  the  criticism  of  the 
book  and  the  various  points  he  had  brought 
before  them. 


Business  Management. 

Miss  M.  Tappan,  B.A.,  one  of  the  Iccturem 
at  the  London  School  of  Economics,  gave  a 
lecture  on  “ Economics  of  Business  Organisa- 
tion.” Business  management,  she  stated,  hap 


to  look  lo  three  major  circumstances  if  it  was 
to  lie  successful.  In  the  first  placo,  there  were 
conditions  within  the  individual  business  con- 
cerned ; there  were  conditions  in  the  trade  and 
industry  in  which  the  particular  concern  was 
engaged  ; and,  thirdly,  conditions  in  the  busi- 
ness situation.  The  business  management 
must  be  familiar  with  the  inter-relationship 
which  obtains  at  any  given  time  amongst  these 
sets  of  conditions,  and  must  be  alert  to  the 
changes  in  these  conditions  which  were  con- 
stantly taking  place. 

Miss  Tappan  analysed  large  and  small-scale 
production,  and  the  conditions  associated  with 
competition  and  monopoly.  She  also  dealt 
with  the  law  of  increasing  and  diminishing 
returns,  and  the  factors  which  lead  to  price 
fluctuation. 

A cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Miss 
Tappan  for  her  expei  t handling  of  the  subject. 

After  the  luncheon  interval  there  was  an 
exhibition  of  the  Royal  ArseDal  Society’s 
advertising  film,  which  has  been  advantageously 
used  for  propaganda  purposes  in  the  shop 
windows  of  the  society’s  branches.  It  gives 
in  pictorial  form  an  admirable  representation 
of  the  society’s  activities. 

Negligence. 

The  third  lecture  was  given  by  Mr.  R- 
M Donald,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Joynson  Hicks 
and  Co.,  solicitors  to  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society, 
who  spoke  on  “ The  Law  of  Negligence.”  The 
lecture  was  made  additionally  interesting  by 
several  amusing  anecdotes  which  served  to 
“ Point  tlie  moral.”  - Mr.  M'Donald  clearly 
explained  the  liability  of  societies  and  officials 
in  any  claims  for  personal  injuries,  and  the 
advice  given  will  prove  valuable  to  the  secre- 
taries. He  gave  additional  information  in 
answer  to  numerous  questions.  At  the  close 
he  was  warmly  thanked,  on  the  proposal  of 
Mr.  Foster  (London  Society),  seconded  by  Mr. 
Orrin  (Colchester). 

Mr.  M'Donald,  in  reply,  said  if  his  sug- 
gestions were  successful  in  keeping  them  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  lawyeis  he.  was  well  repaid, 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Olney  (Southampton)  moved  a vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Neville,  who  was  responsible  for 
the  course  of  lectures,  and  to  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society  for  granting  the  use  of  Shornells. 

Mr.  Darlington  (Cambridge)  seconded,  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  it  would  be  possible  to 
repeat  the  visit  on  another  occasion.  (Applause.) 


HANDSOME  GIFTS  FROM  tiif 
MEMBERS. 

In  recognition  and  anpreei.tm.,  , 
twenty-one  years’  service  with  lL  \vf,  his 
Society,  Mr,  C.  W.  Newbold  (mauoS 
society,  and  president  of  t|ie  , be 
Co-opeirative  Managers’  U JNat|onal 
was  presented  with  a ll^vdsoniVgia'}'0'1) 
the  members  of  the  society  at  their  ' 0la 
quarterly  meeting  The  gift  consisted?6 
hand  seine  King  .James  silver  tei  2!  f * 
salver,  the  latter  being  Suitably  engr'aved  11(1 

I he  president  of  the  society  (Mr  tu 
Chewter),  in  making  the  presen  Uu’ 
stated  that  Mr.  Neivbold  joined  ti,e 
on  February  25th,  1901.  The  cli.ra35  $ 
the  gilt  was  designed  to  couple  Mrs  v 
bold  with  Mr.  Newbold  for  her  vain? 
assistance  given  in  the  early  days  n e 
very  much  appreciated  the  assistance  E 
had  given  and  her  help  had  been  of  exLE 
value  to  tiie  society  On  behalf  of  the  mem 
bers,  he  wished  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newlln 
long  life  to  enjoy  their  gifts.  ^ 

,,Mr-  A.  W.  Best  (general  committee)  and 
Mr  W.  A.  Hart,  J.P.  (secretary  of£ 
socrety),  spoke  of  Mr.  Newbold’s  tl-racter 
istics  and  how  very  valuable  his  serviced 
had  been  to  the  society  during  the  twenir 
one  years  he  had  be#?n  there.  When  Mr* 
Newbold  came,  he  and  a boy  were  the  onK 
employees  the  society  had,  and  the  develop 
ment  that  had  taken  place  since,  which  lml 
resulted  m the  up-to-date  central  branch  ai  d 
ten  fine  branches,  was  largely  due  to  his 
foresight,  energy,  and  organising  ability 
Mr.  Atkins  voiced  the  complete  agreement 
and  esteem  felt  by  the  members  of  the 
Surbiton  area. 

Mr.  S.  Whitboume  (late  president  of  the 
society)  spoke  of  the  value  of  the  manager’s 
work  during  his  tenure  of  office  as  president 
or  the  society  for  fourteen  years 

Mr.  Frank  Bethell  (Messrs.  Bethell  and 
bwannell)  said  he  had  been  in  touch  with 
many  managers,  and  it  was  because  of  his 
knowledge  of  managers  that  he  was  able 
to  congratulate  them  on  having  such  a good 
manager  as  Mr.  Newbold,  whose  work  was 
of  a high  order. 

Mrs.  Leathcrbarrow  presented  Mrs.  New- 
bold  with  a beautiful  bouquet  during  the 
proceedings. 

Mr  Newbold  suitably  responded,  and  said 
that  he  had  given  of  his  best  in  the  interests 
of  the  society.  He  was  proud  of  the  growth 
and  development  that  had  taken  place  in 
Ins  managership,  and  he  should  continue  to 
do  ins  utmost  for  the  society. 


Propaganda  Among  Societies. 

Mr.  Nevillo,  in  acknowledgment,  said  the 
association  were  welcome  to  any  small  services 
which  he  had  been  able  to  render.  He  would 
like  the  ‘ Co-operative  News”  to  announce 
that  the  association  proposed  to  carry  on  a 
propaganda  amongst,  the  societies  in  the  south 
with  the  main  objeot  of  spreading  their  ideas 
and  securing  efficiency,  ip  order  that  they 
might  have  more  of  these  lectures.  He  was 
happy  to  say  that  on  that  occasion  they  had 
not  been  discussing  wages  and  hours  of  labour. 
(Laughter.)  They  lmd  evidence  to-day  that 
they  could  get  the  best  lecturers  in  the  country 
if  they  only  set  about  it. 

Mr.  <J.  Farrell  (management  committee)  also 
acknowledged  the  vote  of  thanks. 

, The  house  party  were  delighted  with  their 
visit  to  Shornells,  and  fully  appreciated  the 
excellent  arrangements  made  by  Miss  Collins 
(the  superintendent). 

On  Tuesday  morning  a party  of  the  secre- 
taries visited  the  premises  of  Messrs.  Selfridge 
and  Co.,  in  Oxford-street,  where  they  inspected 
the  accountancy  department: 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 


Woking.— At'  u quarterly  meeting  of  the 
members  held  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
” - Chewter,  the  committee's  report  for 
the  six  months  ending  September  20th, 
stated  tha_t  the  sales  had  been  £74,579  as 
against  £78,910  of  the  corresponding  half- 
•v.ej{r-  *"s  was  considered  satisfactory  for 
although  the  values  were  less  the  bulk  had 
considerably  increased.  The  profit  and 
ro S ntTCtnm™  sboSSfl  « surplus  of  £3,972 
10s  9(|  The  committee  recommended  a 
dividend  of  Is.  iu  the  pound  on  members’ 
>u rebuses  and  half-dividend  to  lipn-niem- 
>crs,  m addition  to  vnrioils  grants  The 
report  was  approved.  A report  of  a pie- 
sentation  to  Mr.  Newbold  appears  in 
another  column. 


The  London  Socioty  enrolled  967  new 
members  during  October,  and  310  new 
members  were  obtained  in  the  week  endimr 
November  4th.  fa 


SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 

The  Guildford  Co-operative  Employees’ 
bports  Club  held  a successful  whist  drive 
at,  the  Co-operative  Hall  on  Monday, 
November  27th.  About  seventy  players 
were  present  and  spent  an  enjoyable  even- 
ing. Tile  prize-winners  were:— Mrs  Prid- 
geon,  Mrs.  Larey,  Mrs.  Ruddock,  .Miss 
Barnes,  Messrs.  R.  Gaff,"  Jock  Ward, 
Blanch,  and  Atkinson.  Airs.  Butcher  won 
the  guessing  competition.  Air.  S.  Murrells 
was  the  AI.C.  On  Alonday,  December  lltli, 
a Christmas  social  will  be  held  in  the  above 
hall,  when  there  will  be  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  danejng,  games,  &<•. 

Mr.  Harold  J.  Wnreham.  eldest  sou  of 
Air.  James  Wnreham  (managing  secretary 
of  the  Trowbridge  Co-operative  Society), 
lias  been  appointed  Deputy  Town  Clerk  to 
the  Watford  Council.  Air.  W-areham  was 
educated  at  Holy  Trinity  School  and  em- 
ployed in  the  Wilts  County  Cou  noil  offices 
for  some  years  previous  to  removing  to 
Watford.  He  was  born  at  Tiverton,  near 
Bath,  where  his  father  was  associated  with 
the  Tiverton  Co-operative  Society. 

Newhaven  Society  reports  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  declare  an  interim  dividend 
for  the  past  quarter,  but  “ confidence— if 
it  may  be  construed  as  lacking — is  return- 
ing, and  a better  tone  prevails."  The  f-nles 
total  £24,960,  and  members  number  3,505. 

Afr.  F.  A.  Thomas,  formerly  a member 
of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  management 
committee,  lias  been  elected  chairman  of 
tlie  London  (National  Health)  Insurance 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  joint  exhibition  run  bv  the  C’.W.S. 
and  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society  at  Camber- 
well Baths  came  to  an  end.  on  Saturday, 
and  was  in  every  way  a decided  success.  A 
needed  fillip  has  been  given  to  the  move- 
ment in  South  London.  During  the  week 
3,000  copies  of  the  "Co-operative  News” 
were  distributed,  containing  a specim 
article  on  the  society's  rise  and  progress. 

In  connection  with  the  Royal  Arsenal 
Society’s  educational  department  a concert 
was  given  in  Wimbledon  Baths  Hall  ou 
Saturday  evening,  when  t high-class  pro- 
gramme was  presented  by  the  Wimbledon 
Co-operative  Orchestra  (under  the  direction 
cif  Mr.  O.  J.  Chalklcy)  and  several  vocalists. 

An  overflowing  audience  attended  a 
concert-meeting  at  the  Wesleyan  Schools, 
Alnidenheml,  on  Thursday  last  week,  when 
Air.  R.  I-Iibberd  (sectional  secretary)  gnve 
an  address,  in  which  lie  dealt  with  t*ie 
necessity  of  increased  loyalty  in  the  move- 
ments accompanied  by  n larger  attention  to 
what  co-operation  really  means. 

"There  are  now  many  welcome  indica- 
tions of  return  of  trade  and  more  .Pr°f' 
porous  times,”  the  Loudon  Society  s 
"Beehive”  states.  "Trade  is  increasing, 
membership  i<s  growing,  and  the  future 
looks  more  cheerful  than  it  has  done  lor 
some  considerable  time. 


December  U,  1922. 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS . 


Chapter  XVI. 

It  was  Thursday  when  the  pit  explosion 
took  place,  and  Sir  William  Oldroyd,  on 
machine  his  office,  had  no  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing particulars.  When  lie  learned  that  young 
Purchase  had  been  taken  to  the  Infirmary, 
ho  calculated  that  nothing  bettor  could  have 
happened.  Mary  was  expecting  her  lover 
to  write  from  London.  If  the  knowicdgo  of 
his  accident  was  kept  from  her  all  would  bo 
well.  Calling  a cab  ho  drove  to  the  office 
of  the  “ Rjyisley  Herald.”  The  editor  was 
in  his  sanctum,  and  greeted  him  with  the 
deference  duo  to  a proprietor  who  possessed 
a title.  . ...  .. 

“ What  are  you  writing  about  tins  pic 
accident  ? ” Sir  William  inquired. 

The  editor  produced  copy  which  was 
nearly  ready  for  the  composing-room.  Sir 
William  glanced  at  the  deeply-scored  head- 
lines— 

Alarming  Explosion  at  Moorbank  Colliery. 

Miraculous  Escape  of  Miners. 

Courageous  Conduct  of  a Medical 
• Student. 

Rescued  Colliers’  Narratives. 

” This  item  about  a medical  student,  said 
Sir  William,  after  reading  the  statement, 
“will  have  to  bo  omitted.  There  are  reasons 
why  it  should  not  bo  published." 

The  editor  raised  his  brows.  . It  s ^ the 
most  interesting  item,”  lie  declared.  Wo 
could  leave  out  the  name.”  M 

■ And  set  everyone  asking  for  it,  bir 
William  commented.  “ No.  You  mus^  sup- 
press it  entirely." 

The  editor  bowed. 


‘ but 


This  was  the  one  man 
he  could  not  argue  with. 

'■  Very  well,  Sir  William,”  he  said  ; 
it’s  a pity,  It  makes  a good  story.” 

“ The  story  is  not  so  good  as  the  reasons 
for  cutting  it  out,”  was  the  decisive  answer. 

" Simply  ignore  it.” 

Having  given  this  command,  Sir  \\  imam 
went  home  in  excellent  spirits, . fully  intending 
to  stay  there  and  jiiay  the  part  of  watchdog 
himself  until  the  following  Monday,  when 
Mary  would  move  out  of  the  danger  zone  for 
an  indefinite  period. 

Her  first  words,  on  seeing  him,-  asked  for 
news  about  the  explosion. 

” Very  good  news,”  he  replied.  " The 
colliers  are  all  safe.” 

"Thank  Cod. for  that,”  she  said  fervently. 

“ There’s  another  bit  of  news,”  he  added. 

“ I fed  that  I wantxa  holiday,  and  I have  leit 
business  for  an  indefinite -period.  We  are  due 
in  London  on  Monday.-  Can  you  bo  ready  to 
catch  the  first  express  on  that  day  ? It 
leaves  at  10-30.” 

“ Certainly,”  she  answered.  “ And  am  I 
going  to  have  you  all  to  myself  till  then  ? 

1 shall  insist  upon  your  being  absolutely  lazy.” 
Sho  took  his  arm,  smiling  at  him.  “ How 
long  is  it  since  you  didjiothing  at  all  ? Just 
loafed  about  ? ” 

“ Nearly  as  long  as  you’ve  lived,”  he 
answered.  lt  I’ll  write  to  Mi’s.  Bantrim 
to-night,  and  tell  her  what  time  we  arrive,” 

“ How  long  shall  wo  be  away  ? ” Mary 
asked. 

" I leave  that  to  you,”  he  answered.'  You 
can  decido  when  we  get  there.  You  are  to 
do  just  what  you  like.” 

If  there  was  one  thing  he  felt  sure  about,  it 
was  that  no  letter  would  arrive  for  her  in  the 
morning  from  John  Purchase,  and  he  was  very 
much  surprised  when  Tarrant  gave  him  an 
envelope  with  her  name  and  address  written 
in  pencil  and  bearing  the  Ransley  postmark. 
Sir  William  took  it  to  liis  private  room  where, 
after  lock:ng  the  door,  he  steamed  open  the 
cover  and  took  out  tlio  following  m-.ssage, 
also  written  in  pencil : — 

My  Dearest  Mary, — I write  this  with 
great  difficulty.  You  will  understand  when 
I say  that  I am  in  Ransloy  Infirmary  with 
a broken  leg.  Be  patient  till  I can  write 
niorc  fully.  I am  in  no  danger. — Ever 
your  loving,  Jack. 

Sir  William  scowled  at  the  unsteady  scrawl 
as  if  it  had  insulted  him.  It  was  clear  evidence 
that  the  writer  meant  to  srick  to  his  guns  in 
spits  of  t he  disaster  which  had  fallen  upon  hind. 
Then  the  scowl  ..gave  way  to  a grim  smile  of 
triumph.  The  injured  lover  would  wait  for 
a reply  before  ho  wrote  again. 

Dropping  the  letter  and  envelope  in  tlio 
grate,  ho  sot  fire  to  them,  crushing  the  ashes 
to  powder  with  his  foot  before  returning  to 
Tarrant,. 

“ II  Miss  Struthera  should  inquire,  he  said, 
“ you  can  say  there  was  no  letter  for  her  this 
morning.  Don't  forget  to  hand  all  her  corre- 
spondence to  me.  If  anything  arrives  while 
I am  away  forward  it  to  mo  at  once  under 
cover.  You  understand  '<  ” 

Tarrant  bowed. 

"About  that  loan  of  Tills.  Have  you 
issuod  a writ  ? " , . 

“ Yes.  Sir  William.  It  will  bo  served  to- 
day,” Tarrant,  replied.  “ Ho  called  yesterday. 
Ho  was  very  insistent  about  seeing  you,  but 
I told  him  it  was  useless." 

“ Quite,”  was  the  firm  Answer.  As  §oon 
as  the  law  permits  put  men  in-  possession. 
At  the  same  time  give  a month’s  salary  in 


lieu  of  notice  and  turn  him  out.  Let  there 
bo  no  hesitation  or  mistake.  I want  it  accom- 
plished at  the  earliest  possiblo  moment.” 

Mary,  confident  that  sho  would  receive  a 
message  from  London,  her  first  love  letter, 
came  down  to  breakfast  with  eager  expecta- 
tion on  every  line  of  her  face.  When  sho 
learned  that  nothing  had  arrived,  alio  becanw 
subdued  and  silent,  a fact  that  Sir  William 
failed,  apparently,  to  notice,  for  lie  talked 
of  commonplace  things  in  a cheerful  tone,  and 
insisted,  as  soon  as ; breakfast  was  over,  on 
driving  her  into  Ransley  on  a shopping 
expedition,  and  taking  her  to  a hotel  to  lunch. 

in  this  manner  ho  succeeded  in  turning  her 
attention  from  what  ho  knew  was  troubling 
her,  but  it  was  only  a temporary  diversion. 
Tlio  moment  they  turned  homewards  her 
expectant  look  canio  back  and  lie  watched  her 
hurry  indoors  knowing  that  sho  would  bo 
disappointed. 

The  next  day  was  the  same,  and  the  next, 
being  Sunday,  had  only  one  post.  It  pro- 
duced a solitary  letter  trom  one  of  her  school- 
girl friends.  Slic  read  it  almost  without 
interest,  and  tor  the  first  time  avoided  her 
guardian’s  company,  fearing  that  he  might  ask 
a question  it  would  hurt  to  answer. 

That  he  was  right  in  his  estimate  of  John 
she  would  not  believe.  Something  had 
happened,  sho  told  herself  a hundred  times, 
to  delay  his  letter ; but  though  she  beat  back 
suspicion  and  doubt  with  frantic  hands  they 
circled  about  her  with  growing  insistence. 

When  Monday  dawued  she  rose  early  and 
watched  for  the  post  as  a shipwrecked  mariner 
watohee  for  a sail.  Whin  the  messenger 
arrived,  with  the  bag,  sho  followed  it  into  the 
room  where  Tarrant  was  sitting  and  waited 
for  him  to  open  it.  lt  was  an  awkward 
moment  for'tke  secrc  ary,  who  fc  It  no  small 
relief  when  lie  was  ablo  to  say^  truthfully, 
“ There  is  nothing  for  you,  Miss.” 

“ Thank  you,”  she  answered.  “ I am 
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expecting  an  important  message,  Mr.  Tarrant ; 
if  anything  arrives  forward  it  to  me  in  Loudon, 
please.” 

I will  forward  it  without  fail,  by  the  first 
post,”  he  said,  remembering  his  instructions. 

" You  mayrcly  on  that.” 

“ Thank  you,”  sho  said.  “ I am  a little 
anxious  about  it.” 

A remark  that  Tarrant  repeated  to  Sir 
.William  before  ho  entered  the  carriage  and  • 
was  driven  to  tlic  station. 

Oh  arriving  in  London,  they  found  another 
carriage  awaiting  them,  sent  there  by  the 
Member  oi  Parliament  with  whom  they  were 
to  stay.  At  his  house,  a large  one  situated  in 
Kensington,  Mrs.  Bantrim  received  them  with 
great  cordiality.  She  was  a middle-aged 
woman,  who  managed  to  look  still  young,  and 
being  of  good  family  moved  in  the  best  social 

When  the  first  greetings  were  over,  she  took 
Mary  to  her  room,  leaving  her  in  charge  of  a 
bright-faced  maid,  and  descended  to  talk 
to  Sir  William. 

“ Whatever  have  you  been  thinking  about 
to  hide  that  beautiful  child  in  tlio  wilds  of 
Yorkshire  ? ” she  asked.  “ Sho  is  perfectly 
lovclv.”  • 

“ t desired  her  to  be  introduced  to  the  world 
as  my  daughter,”  ho  answered.  “ Sho  is 
twenty-one  to-monow,  and  lias  agreed  to 
take  my  name.  My  London  solicitors  have 
everything  ready  and  will  conclude  the  business 
in  the  morning.” 

“ And  what  is  the  annoying  incident  you* 
mentioned  in  your  letter  ? ” she  asked. 

It  was  John  Purchase  Ho  told  her  all  tho 
circumstances. 

“ I seo,w  she  said,  with  an  amused  smile. 

“ Ho  was  the  first,  good-looking  and  agreeablo 
man  sho  met.  What  did  you  expect  in  her 
circumstances  ? Don’t  worry  about,  it.  As 
soon  as  she’s  at  liberty  to-morrow  I’ll  take  her 
shopping.  How  I envy  her  tho  thrills'  she’ll 

h Thrills  Mary  did  have.  Sir  William  mado 
her  a present  of  a set  of  jowels  such  as  she  had 
never  dreamt  of  possessing.  Then  licr  hostess, 
with  no  limit  placed  on  expenditure,  whirled 
her  from  one  gorgeous  establishment  to 
another  in  search  of  hidden  treasures,  which 
followed  them  homo  in  a procession  of  card- 
board boxes,  and  nearly  sent  Mary’s  maid 
into  hysterics  of  delight. 

Tho  week,  which  had  been  mentioned  as 
the  possible  limit  of  their  visit,  swept  by  like 
the  hurrying  wind,  but  amid  all  tlio  sensations 
through  which  sho  passed,  Mary,  whoso  cool- 
ness and  flolf-poasession  struck  Mrs  Bantrim 
as  remarkable,  never  failed  to  ask  several 
times  each  day  if  there  was  a letter  for  her 
The  answer,  always  tho  same,  struck  a chill 
into  her  heart  Fight  as  she  might  against 
the  conviction,  bIio  felt  as  the  days  went  past 
that  her  lover,  if  such  lie  was,  had  behaved 
with  incredible  meanness.  If  ho  had  written 
to  say  there  was  no  hope,  that  his  circumstances 
made  the  position  impossible,  she  would  have 
understood.  To  bo  treated  as  a mere  holiday 
experience  ! Something  that  had  amuged  and 
entertained  liim,  was  bitter  indeed. 

The  week  that  tollowed  was  like  a vision. 
Sho  was  taken  to  theatres  and  dances  and 
receptions,  dressed  like  a princess,  Unit  Idolcinjg 
'marvellously  beautiful.  Women  stated 1 at 
her'  and  whispered.  Men  crowded  rdiirid  ip 
[Continued  at  toot  of  next  ooiumn.J 


The  co-operative  movement  to  many;  even 
to  many  members  of  the  movement,  is  not 
primarily  or  even  mainly  ,i  movement  for 
the  realisation  of  nil  ideal,  but  a business 
proposition.  The  adherence  of  at  least  a 
proportion  of  the  non-members  can  only  be 
gained  by  proving  to  them  that  it  is  a good 
business  proposition:  that  it  will  pay  them 
in  goods  and  service  to  become  co-operators. 

Some  enthusiastic  members  will  regard 
that  ns  a hard  saying.  They  are  idealists, 
looking  to  the  future  and  not  to  the  present. 
They  do  not  like  the  words  “business  pro- 
position.” They  deprecate  comparison  with 
private  traders.  Yet  the  outward  manifes- 
tations of  tho  movement  are  the  shops. 
Only  through  what  the  shops  can  offer  '.-an 
many  bo  gained.  And  there  -'ire  many  in 
many  towns  who  are  not  members  because 
they  do  not  regard  membership  as  good 
business.  They  think  th.it  they  can  do 
better  for  themselves  elsewhere.  That  is 
cold  fact. 

Instead  of  running  away  from  their 
reasons  it  is  as  well  to  face  them.  Many  say 
to  me — ordinary  working  folks — not  people 
interested  in  private  trade— that  the 
“divi.”.  is  merely  a sprat  to  catch  a 
mackerel.  More  than  the  dividend  is  put 
on  (they  say)  first,  in  order  that  the  divi- 
dend can  he  paid  and  eustomess  persuaded 
that  they  are  getting  something  for  nothing. 
It  is  open  to  anvone  to  test  the  argument 
by  comparing  the  price  they  paid  with 
private  traders’  prices.  Personally,  I have 
fonnd.  taking  quality  and  prices  together, 
that  it  pays  to  deal  with  my  particular 
society.  But  I do  knew  many  momb?rs,\vho 
regularly  buy  certain  articles  from  the 
stores  and  others  from  private  fcnodpw. 
They  are  not  playing  the  game.  They  ought 
to  take  a little  more  interest  in  the  Society 
and  find  out  why  in  the  articles  they  buy 
elsewhere  the  private  trader  can  beat  the 
society,  but  there  the-fact  is. 

I do  not  see  why  a society  cannot  com- 
pete with  a private  trader  in  anv  article 
sold  over  tho  counter.  Where  they  cannot 
tho  members  ought  to  find  out  the  reason. 
There  must  be  a reason.  T am  not  referring, 
of  course,  to  a “ cut  ” simply  made  for 
the  purpose  of  enticing  customers  into  a 
shop. 

Next,  there  is  the  question  of  service.  I 
have  heard  ninny  complaints  on  this  point. 
No  one  expects  or  desires  servility.  People 
do  expect  efficiency  and  quickness.  Do  we 


always  get  it?  I. am  afraid  that  there  is 
creeping  into  the  co-operative  shops  the 
same  almost  carelessly  independent  attitude 
(the  expression  is  mild)  one  finds  in  many 
government  and  municipal  services  where 
there  is  something  like  security  of  tenure. 

.1  have,  had  to  wait  more  than  once  until 
assistants  have  finished  a no  doubt  interest- 
ing conversation.  I have  Had  to  wait  until 
an  assistant  had  finished  something  he  was 
reading  in  a newspaper — not  the  1 Co- 
operative News.”  I didn’t  care.  I was  in 
no  hurry.  But  suppose  I had  been  a house- 
wife who  had  left  the  dinner  in  the  oven  and 
just  slipped  out  for  something?  There 
would  have  been  words.  Words  don’t  make 
for  efficient  service.  And  I have  heard 
them  more  than  once. 

Co-operative  stores  ought  to  give  more 
efficient  service  than  any  private  trader.  Is 
not  the  whole  ideal  . of  the  movement 
summed  up  in  the  word  “ service  ”?  What 
does  “ All  for  each,  and  each  for  all  ” 
mean? 

There  is  the  question  of  quality;  “ Co- 
operative stores  ought  to  sell  only  the  purest 
and  best.”  Granted — in  -normal  times. 

But  in  these  bad  days  many  eo-operntois 
cannot  afford  the  purest  and  the  best.  Must 
they  be  turned  away  to  go  elsewhere? 
To-cjay  many,  being  out  of  work,  are  forced 
to  go  to  the  cheapest,  perhaps  low-grade, 
market.  Cannot  they  be  eateroj  for,  even 
if  it  means  the  opening  of  a special,  tem- 
porary, central  shop  or  warehouse?  For 
the  time  being  co-ciporative  stores  ought  to 
give  their  customers  not  what  they  ought 
to  have  and  ought  to  be  able  to  buy,  but 
-what  they  are  able  to  buy. 

There  remains  credit.  A society  should 
not  give  credit  indiscriminately.  Tt  ought 
not  to  give  credit  without' some  security. 
But  where  the  oo-opernt  r is  out  of  work  lie 
ought  to  be  given  credit  up  to  the  limit  of 
his  interest  in  the  societies.  Some  societies 
lefuse  to  do  that. 

In  conclusion— this.  I think  that  tliere 

ought  to  be  a general  overhauling  of  socie- 
ties. Now  that  the  machine  of  distribution 
has  been  in  full  swing  so  long  we  are  apt 
to  forget  that  the  machine  may  need  a little 
oil  here,  a little  scraping  there,  a few  repairs 
elsewhere.  I think  that  if  the  overhaul- 
ing were  done  whole-heartedly  it  would  be 
found  that  some  societies,  could  offer  more 
efficient  service  than  now  they  do. 

Why  not  try  it?  ' A F.  H. 


[Continued  trom  previous  column.] 

admiring  deference.  Men  of  all  kinds,  from 
brairi|ess  fops  to  those  whose  manners  and 
bearing  marked  them  off  from  the  crowd. 

Mrs.  Bant rinii  ’ who  seemed  to  possess 
encyclopedia  knowledge  of  everyone’s  pedigree 
and  position,  ijispfayed  remarkable  taot  in 
manoeuvring  her  charge  through  these  varying 
elements.  Only  those  who.  were  indisputably 
eligible  retained  a footing  in  Mary’s  court. 

One  of  the  latter  was  the  Honourable 
Charles  Bruco  Duckett,  only  son  and  pros- 
pective heir  to  the  Earl  of  Slatestone.  whose 
serious  expression,  stooping  shoulders,  pre- 
maturely bald  head,  confirmed  the  common 
opinion ‘that  he  was  studious  and  clever. 

From  his  first  meeting  with  Mary  he  had 
shown  a decided  inclination  to  seek  her 
company.  Her  iresh  young  beauty,  her  frank 
opinions,  obviously  the  outcome  of  thought, 
as  well  as  her  eager  desire  to  hear  his  own, 
attracted  him  strongly.  She  know,  her  hostess 
had  taken  caro  of  that,  ho  was  considered 
one  of  tho  ablest  of  thb  younger  politicians, 
and  was  sure  some  day  to  be  a leader.  His 
conversation  disclosed  a vast  fund  of  know- 
ledge, which  ho  seasoned  with  flashes  of 
sarcastic  humour. 

Mary  liked  him.  There  was  something 
courtly  about  his  attitude  towards  her.  Nor 
could  she  help  noticing  that  it  was  less  so  to 
others,  though  tho  difference  was  hard  to 
define.  , 

One  night  sho  was  taken  to  his  fathers 
London  house,  and  found  herself  among  a 
very  select  company  in  a rather  subdued 
atmosphere,  Tho  Countess  made  much  of 
her  in  a dignified  way,  and  talked  a good 
deal  about  her  son.  Later,  ho  talked  for  hnn- 
self,  in  a cornet  where  the  seating  accommoda- 
tion precluded  a third  person. 

“ My  mother,”  lie  said  after  a time,  is 
inviting  you  to  stay  at  our  place  in  Cumber- 
land. May  I say  that  I hope  you  will  accept. 
It  would  be  a particular  gratification  to  me, 
and  wo  would  do  our  best  to  make  you  com- 
fortable. Sir  William,  I think,  will  agreo  to 
the  proposal.”  . ...... 

Tlu-ro  was  something  m his  voice  which  told 
her  this  was  no  ordinary  invitation,  and  she 
looked  a little  startled. 

" If  ho  says  so,  of  course,  I shall  agreo, 
she  answered  haltingly.  „ 

“ Not  altogether  on  his  account,  I hope, 
he  answered.  “ I should  like  to  think  you  arc 
willing  to  come,  it’s  the  homo  ot  my  ancestors. 
Some  day  it  will  be  mine.” 

“ ft  is  very  good  of  you,”  she  said  with 
sudden  gravity.  „ 

“ It.  would  be  a very  great  pleasure  to  me, 
he  answered.  **  There  will'  be^  a fo\v  others. 
Not'  manv-  I'll  arrange  that.” 

Mary  wont  home  that  night  looking  vory 
thoughtful.  The  Countess  had  extended  the 
invitation  indefinitely.  During  her  month  in 
London,  not.  a word,  or*  lino  bad  come  from 
her  lover.  When,  she  thought  of  him  now,  sho 
fitted’ her  head,  as  fat  the  memory  of  an  insult. 
Yet  J she  craved  fbt  a sight  of  him,  if  it  were 
only  to  see  him  passing  in  tlio  street. 


She  had  to  admit  that  Sir  William’s  insight 
was  deeper  than  her  own.  That  the  man  sho 
loved  was  so  much  less  than  she  had  rated  him 
filled  hor  with  pain.  Of  what  use  was  it  to 
try  and  measure  men  when  the  one-  whoso 
fidelity  she  would  have  staked  .her  life  had 
tailed  her  ? 

Yet  she  was  barely  inside  the  door  when  sho 
asked  if  there  was  a letter,  and  went  to  bed 
feeling  tired  and  dull,  because  tho  answer 
left  her  empty  handed. 

Sir  William  and  his  hostess  watched  her 
go,  then  looked  at  each  other. 

“ Well,”  said  Mrs.  Bantrim,  “ she  has  the 
future  in  her  own  hands.  Duckett  is  infatuated 
with-  her.  Are  you  satisfied  ? ” 

“ Never  ’ with  prospects,”  Sir  William 
answered.  “ He  has  not  proposed.” 

“ And  for  what  do  you  suppose  you  are 
invited-  to  Tandom  Abbey  ? ’’  she  inquired. 
" The  Countess  knows  and  approves.  If 
Mary  does  not  become  Countess  Slatestone, 
it  will  be  her  own  fault.  When  are  you  going  ?” 
" A week  on  Thursday,"  he  answered.  “ By 
the  time  the  visit  ends  we  shall  have  been 
away  from  homo  nearly  two  months.  Long 
enough  for  that  other  affair  to  be  forgotten.” 
“ Perhaps,”  Mrs.  Bantrim  said  musingly. 
“ She  still  expects  a letter.  You  heard  Tier 
inquire  to-night.  ? ” 

" You,  at  any  rate,  have  done  your  best,” 
he  said.  “ As  cleverly  and  discreetly  as  I 
knew  you  would.” 

“ It’s  beon  great,”  she  laughed.  “ Half 
the  eligible  men  in  London  paying  me  compli- 
ments, and  fishing  for  invitations.  Now  I 
must  go.  I am  vory  weary.” 

Bidding  her  good- night,  ho  wont  to  his  bed- 
room whore  ho  found  a large  envelope  addressed 
in  Tarrant’s  clear  writing'.  It  contained 
letters.  . One  from  tlio  secretary  informed  him 
that  the  bailiffs  had  entered  'fill's  house  and 
seized  tho  furniture.  Also  that  a month’s 
wages  had  beon  handed  to  him  in  lieu  of 
notice.  " Ho  made  no  fuss,”  the  letter  con- 
tinued ; “ lie-  simply  packed  up  whatever 

iio  was  legally  entitled  to  take  and  drove  off 
in  a cart  borrowed  from  a neighbouring  farmer. 
1 beg  to  enclose  all  letters  that  have  arrived 
to  date..” 

Sir  William  openod  one.  It  was  the  third 
he  had  received  in  tho  same  handwriting  since 
he  reached  London.  It  was  addressed,  from 
the  Infirmary  at  Ransloy,  and  read : — 

My  Dear  Mary, — For  the  last  time, 
unless  I hoar  from  you.  I use  that  name, 
dearer  to  mo  than  all  beside.  I only  ask 
for  ono  line.  If  you  have  abandoned  mo 
tell  mo  so  and  end  my  suspense.  If  you 
fail  1 shall  take  it.  as  certain  and  final  that, 
for  sonic  reason  I cannot  understand,  you 
have  cast  mo  off.— Faithfully  and  always 
yours.  Jack. 

Sir  William  shut  his  lips  tight  and  burnt 
. the  letter.  Tho  others  had  contained  anxious 
and  heartbreaking  appeals.  They  almost 
moved  him.  There  would  be  no  more.  Iho 
incident  now  belonged  to  the  past. 

[TO  DB  CONTINUED.] 
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AT  ALL  OUR 
BRANCHES. 


the 

Youngsters 

Pleased. 


Every  Wife  to 

Every  Husband 

SHOULD  TAKE  A 
PACKET  HOME 
THIS  WEEK. 

I? 

He'll  be 
well  pleased. 


C WS  Kippers 

(in  lib.  Cartons  at  8d.), 

"1  are  a bright  speck 


C WS  Soaps 


THE  QUALITY  LINE. 

Slloer  seal 
margarine 

::  ::  Made  from  tlie  ::  . :: 

FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS. 
Specially  refined.  Churned  with 

RICH  CHESHIRE  MILK. 

::  ::  Mixed  with  ::  :: 

BEST  DANISH  BUTTER. 

::  Manufactured  by  ::  :: 

BRITISH  CO-OPERATIVE 
::  ::  LABOUR.  ::  :: 


: Better  than  Butter  of  Inferior  l 

7 Quality  and  only  Half  the  Price  |- 


If 

. 

|| 

! 

Dousij  1 

jpTHE  BEST 

PoR  BOOTS 

1 1 



Cbe  Co-operaiioe  Petes 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  cofrespondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  "News"  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR Orders,  Inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  " News " should  be  addressed  to  "THE  MANAGER/' 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  liULLUlNGS,  a»,  LONG  M1LLCATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  9,  1922.  ■ 


SOUTH  WALES  PROPOSAL. 

We  print  in  another  page  an  article  showing  the 
hardships  through  which  South  Wales  miners  arc  pass- 
ing, and  which  naturally  affect  South  Wales  societies. 

Unemployment,  short-time,  and  low  wages,  asso- 
ciated with  the  period  of  slump  in  industry,  arc  the 
immediate  causes  for  these  conditions.  The  ante- 
cedent causes  are  alluded  to  in  another  article  on  this 
page.  We  arc  fully- cognisant  of  the  terrible  priva- 
tions through  which  miners  are  passing  in  many  places, 
and  in  South  Wales  particularly,  and  we  have  referred 
to  them  more  than  once.  A deputation  of  the  miners, 
led  by  Mr.  Hodges  and  Mr.  Smith,  failed  the  other  day 
to  get  anything  more  than  sympathy  from  the  Prime 
Minister,  who  has  the  power  behind  him — if  anybody 
has — to  bring  about  an  almost  immediate  change  in  the 
conditions  that  prevail. 

The  position  in  South  Wales  revealed  by  our  con- 
tributor is  one  that  concerns  co-operators  more- directly 
than  it  concerns  anybody  else.  As  will  be  seen,  mem- 
bers are  so  heavily  in  debt  to  their  societies  that  they  are 
leaving  them.  It  is  not  heroic  of  them  to  do  so,  when 
they  have  contracted  the  debts.  They  must  live  some- 
how and  they  must  buy  food  somehow ; and  after  they 
have  obtained  credit  to  considerable  sums  from  the 
co-opcrativc  stores  it  is  scarcely  fair  that  they  should 
take  their  cash  trade,  however  little  it  may  be,  to  other 
people.  We  hope  that  this  point,  if  it  has  not  already 
been  done,  will  be  brought  to  their  notice.  . 

The  societies  themselves,  however,  are  similarly  in 
debt  to  the  C.W.S.,  and  the  proposal  made  in  the 
article  to  which  we  refer  is  that  the  C.W.S.  should  fund 
that  debt,  which  our  contributor  estimates  at  something 
like  ^500, ooo,  so  that  it  may  be  disposed  of,  say,  in  the 
course  of  ten  years.  That  is  a proposal  to  which  we  give 
publicity  so  that  it  may  be  discussed,  and  particularly 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  C.W.S.  directors;  but  it 
is  a proposal  which  is  easier  to  make  than  to  carry  out. 
The  C.W.S.  is  not  like  a Government,  which  holds 
power  over  the  public  purse,  and,  in  fact,  over  the 
pockets  of  the  people.  . It  is  only  fair  to  the  C.W.S. 
to  say  that  up  till  the  present  societies  have  found  it  to 
be  amazingly  helpful  in  the  most  critical  period  that 
any  of  them  have  ever  passed  through.  Take  the  last 
balance  sheet  submitted  at  a C.W.S.  meeting.  It 
contains  an  item  showing  ^3,500,000  diie  to  the  Whole- 
sale for  goods.  We  do  not  think  anyone  can  accuse 
the  C.W.S.  of  having  pressed  any  society  unduly  to  pay 
its  debts.  It  has  helped  societies  in  many  waj’s,  and 
we  arc  perfectly  satisfied  that  anything  it  can  do  to 
preserve  in  existence  societies  which  arc  suffering  from' 
temporary  embarrassments  it  will  gladty  do. 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  these  debts 
owing  to  the  CAV.S.  must  bring  difficulties  to  the 
directors  of  that  concern,  so  that  when  such  a proposal 
is  made  as  that  from  South  Wales  it  is  one  which  strikes 
deeper  at  the  foundations  of  our  business  than  at  first 
sight  it  would  seem  likely.  We  have  J10  doubt  that  the 
Wholesale  directors  will  consider  such  a proposal  with 
the  serious  intention  of  giving  effect  to  it  if  that  is  at 
all  possible,  but  there  are  such  things  as  impossibilities, 
and  we  shall  be  surprised  if  thjs  proposal  is  not  one  of 
them,  heartily  though  we  wish  it  were  otherwise. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  fact  that  ijoo.oocrpeople  are  unemployed  is  one 
which  affects  very  seriously  the  sales  of  co-operative 
societies  and  the  output  from  co-operative  factories, 
and  therefore  affects  the  well-being  of  the  whole  con- 
suming public,  co-operators  and  non-co-operators  alike. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  subject  has  ever  been  so 
ably  discussed  in  Parliament  as  it  was  last  week,  when 
the  Opposition  made  the  Government’s  failure  to  deal 
with  unemployment  the  subject  of  their  official  amend- 
ment to  the  address  in  reply  to  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne.  It  was  an  occasion  upon  which  many  bitter 
things  might  have  been  said  ; but,  on  the  whole,  those 
bitter  tilings  were  left  unsaid,  and  the  House  was  treated 
to  solid  exposition  of  cause  and  effect. 

The  “ Manchester  Guardian  ” regarded  the  debate  as 
ineffective,  because  nobody  told  the  Minister  of  Labour 
how  he  could  find  employment  for  the  unemploj-ed 
during  the  next  six  months.  The  Opposition  were  not 
introducing  a Bill  to  get  rid  of  unemployment.  They 
were  proposing  a vote  of  censure  on  the  Government 
because,  having  been  the  dominant  party  in  the  Coalition 
which  held  office  during  the  last  four  years,  and  therefore 
responsible  for  the  policy  of  those  four  years,  it  had  not 
yet  any  proposal  for  the  adequate  treatment  of  the 
victims  of  that  policy,  and  had  given  no  indication  of  a 
change  in  that  policy  .which  would  enable  our  European 
customers  to  buy  our  goods.  * 

There  were  many  remedies  suggested.  It  is  probably 


true  that  none  of  them  would  be  effective  during  the  next 
six  months,  but  unless  some  of  them  are  applied  we  shall 
have. a state  of  unemployment  just  as  bad  for  the  next 
year-aud-a-half,  and  if  some  of  them  are  applied  there 
will  be  a distinct-improvement,  which  will  be  welcomed 
even  if  it  came  six  months  hence.  It  was  pointed  out 
as  we  have  pointed  out  in  these  colunuis,  that  the 
attempt  to  carry  out  the  Reparations  policy  is  one  of 
the  route  causes. 

It  emerged  in  the  course  of  the  proceedings  in  Parlia- 
ment that  over  100,000  unemployed  connected  with  the 
building  trades  alone  had  received  a quarter  of  amillioniu 
“ doles  ” during  the  month  of  October.  Poor-Law  funds 
supplemented  these  doles.  That  money  spent  in  raw 
materials  and  wages  would  'have  helped  to  remove  the 
housing  scandal ; it  would  have  built  more  houses ; it 
would  have  led  to  the  making  of  furniture  and  the  sale 
of  drapery  goods,  and  money  would  have  been  circulated 
which  would  have  led  to  further  reductions  in  the  ranks 
of  the  unemployed.  The  whole  debate  on  the  subject 
was  clearest  where  it  drove  home  the  fact  that  no 
industry  is  independent,  just  as  no  nation  is  self- 
contained. 

The  Government’s  solution  is  a duty  upon  German 
exports.  That  would  simply  mean  that  if  Germany 
could  sell  an  article  for  £1.  the  price  would  be  increased, 
so  that  Germany  still  could  pay  the  duty  and  receive 
£1  for  the  goods ; and  it  appears  that  Germany  could 
still  do  that  and  compete.  The  net  effect  of  that  solution 
would  be  that  the  British  consumer  or  the  Italian  con- 
sumer, or  whoever  ultimately  bought  the  goods,  would 
be  paying  the  reparation,  not  Germany. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  division  lobby  the 
National  Liberals  and  the  Government  went  together, 
and  the  Liberals  and  Labour  went  together. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

POSITION  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

The  news  from  the  Isle  of  Man,  so  far  as  co-operation  is  con- 
cerned, is  not  all  that  it  might  be.  There  are  several  reasons 
why  this  is  to  be  regretted.  When  the  present  Manx  Society, 
which  has  its  headquarters  in  Douglas,  was  started  some  two 
years  ago,  it  was  hoped  it  would  cover  the  island  with  branches, 
and  offer  some  guidance  on  the  question  of  a national  society 
for  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  society  has  estab- 
lished branches  in  several  places  well  knotfn  to  tourists,  but  they 
appear  to  be  languishing  instead  of  flourishing.  Even  at  head- 
quarters it  is  apparently  a case  of  a house  divided  against  itself, 
and  from  all -accounts  the  committee  and  manager  are  to  part 
company  at-  Christmas.  The  Isle  of  Man  “ Times  ” recently 
had  a long  leading  article  based  on  the  society’s  half-yearly 
report,  and  quoted  the  auditor’s  report  to  the  effect  that  “ no 
charge  lias  been  made  for  share  interest  and  no  allowance  for 
depreciation.”  Some  of  the  society's  difficulties  were  referred 
to  in  our  news  columns  the  other  week  ; they  arc  peculiar  to  the 
island,  but  not,  we  should  say,  insurmountable.  The  Manx 
Society  is  attached  to  the  North-Western  Section.  No  doubt 
the  board  is  watching  the  trend  of  events. 

BETTING  AND  CO-OPERATION.  f 

Last  week  we  published  an  article  on  the  use  of  the  word 
co-operation  by  a company  of  gentlemen  interested  in  the  turf, 
and  therein  suggested  that  the  question  should  be  taken  up  with 
the  Government  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Curiously  enough, 
the  suggestion  was  being  acted  upon  just  about  the  same  time 
as  the  article  was  being  written.  One  of  the  newly-electcd 
Co-operative  members — Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander — was  responsible 
for  tho  question  being  tabled,  and  the  reply  received  from  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  confirms  what  we  said  last 
week,  i.e.,  that  as  the  law  stands  there  is  no  ground  for  tho 
Registrar  refusing  to  register  the  betting  society  under  the  same 
Act  as  ordinary  industrial  co-operative  societies.  It  is  not  in 
the  interests  of  the  movement  or  of  the  public  that  the  matter 
should  bo  allowed  to  remain  where  it  is,  and  there  is  reason  for 
stating  that  it  will  be  raised  again  in  the  Houso  of  Commous  in 
another  form. 

GUARDIANS  AND  CO-OPERATIVE  DIVIDENDS. 

The  question  of  Boards  of  Guardians  being  paid  the  dividend 
on  tho  purchases  obtained  from  the  relief  coupons  has  conic  to 
the  front  in  various  London  unions.  The  matter  camo  before 
the  Edmonton  Board  of  Guardians  recently  on  a recommendation 
of  the  Finance  Committee  that  the  Cleric  ho  instructed  to  “ apply 
to  tlie  co-operative  societies  for  payment  to  the  Guardians  of  the 
dividends  which  they  make  to  members  on  purchases,  and  also 
to  request  other  tradesmen  whose  accounts  exceed  £100  a month 
to  allow  a discount  of  2J  per  cent.”  The  London  Society,  in 
whose  area  Edmonton  is  situated,  were  approached  with  a view 
to  their  paying  the  dividend  to  the  Guardians,  and  the  committee 
naturally  inquired,  ” What  did  other  traders  allow  ? ” Tho 
Guardians’  attempt  to  filch  from  the  members  the  advantages 
which  they  have  gained  from  their  thrift  is  resented  in  tlie  dis- 
trict. It  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  tlie  paragraph  in  the  report 
was  deleted  on  an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Brown,  of 
Tottenham.  This  latest  attack  on  co-operative  societies 
emphasises  the  need  of  direct  representation  on  these  bodies. 

CONGRATULATIONS. 

We  have  a co-operative  interest  in  the  appointments  to  tho 
Senate  of  the  Irish  Free  Stale.  Mr.  George  W.  Russell,  tho 
editor  of  the  “ Irish  Homestead.”  and  one  of  tlie  most  vigorous 
propagandists  of  co-operation  in  agriculture,  is  one  of  the  Senators 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  State.  Mr.  Russell  has  given 
wonderful  help  to  tho  I.A.O.S.,  and  lie  combines  his  idealism  in 
co-operation  with  idealism  in  literature.  As  a poet  and  lilteruleur 
he  has  a world-wide  reputation,  and  “ .E  ” has  had  some  influcnco 
in  the  drafting  of  tho  now  Constitution,  which,  it  appears,  has 
aroused  the  interest  of  statesmen  in  many  countries. 
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BOOT  AND  SHOE  AWARD. 

FURTHER  LETTERS  AND  REPLIES  BY  “ALPHA." 


A DEBT  TO  INDUSTRY. 

Sir  — With  Regard  to  the  recent  boot  mid 
dice  repairing  award,  I shall  be  pleased  if 
(]ie  comments  in  the  “ News  ” the  other 
ffoek  do  something  to  focus  attention  on 
those  abominably  paid  workers.  In  fairness 
to  those  who  have  been  attacked  I would 
paint  out  that  if  the  prices  to  i lie  co-opera- 
tive consumer  are  high  this  is  not  due  to 
production  costs.  "Here  is  a brief  .stite- 
inent  of  production  costs  .stage  by  stage, 
to  tli  co-operative  and  non-co-operative. 
There  are  three  processes  in  boot  repairing, 
flS  follows— 1,  Co-operative  shop:  bench- 
work.  Is.  Id.,  plus  2()  per  cent, ; stitching  by 
inncliiaery,  3d.  : finishing  by  machinery,  (id.  : 
total  labour  cost,  2s.  Ojd.  2,  Non-co-opera- 
tive shop:  bench  work,  Is.  Id.;  stitching, 
Is. ; finishing,  Is. ; total  labour  cost,  3s.  Id. 
Therefore  the  labour  cost  in  the  co-operative 
shop  is  much  less  than  elsewhere.  If  price? 
arc  high  we  must  look  elsewhere  for  the 
nason.  In  the  co-operative  £tore  the  prices 
are  unduly  inflated  by  interest  charges  on 
excessive  capital,  and  by  a multitude  of 
various  reserve  and  depreciation  funds,  to 
say  nothing  of  ridiculously  excessive  distri- 
bution charges.  When  a person  carries  a 
pair  of  repaired  shoes  from  a co-operative 
store  what  have  they  paid  for?  They  have 
paid  for  labour  and  got  it.  They  have' paid 
for  leather  and  got  it.  They  have  paid  for 
reasonable  external  costs  and  got  value. 
They  pay  for  dividends,  which  they  get  later 
hi.  But  they  have  also  paid  for  a lot  of 
things  whichi  they  probably  don't  get.  They 
ply  for  somebody’s  child  to  have  a singing 
lesson,  lor  a library  book,  for  grants  to 


chanties,  <Hc.  They  also  contribute  to  the 
various  funds  ns  previously  stated. 

With  regard  to  profit  on  boot  repairing, 
it  should  be  perfectly  plain  that  the  cost  of 
hoot  repairing  is  a debt  ow>?d  by  the  com- 
munity to  the  industry.  This  is  so  dear 
that  the  simplest  person  should  understand 
it.  Yet  there  are  people  so  mentally  con- 
stituted that  they  expect  to  make  a profit. 
There  has  been  a determined  effort  of  late 
to  profit  out  of  boot  repairing  that  which 
has  been  lost  owing  to  the  recent  great  fall 
in  values  of  stocks  of  new  bouts.  If  prices 
arc  high,  wages  are  low,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  the  present,  writer  boot  repairers  nr?  t lie 
most  abominably  sweated  class  of  workers 
to  he  found  anywhere  in  the  co-operative 
movement. 

A further  explanation  of  the  reason  why 
boot  repairers  in  general  are  so  badly  re- 
munerated is  that  masters’  ✓associations, 
which  are  mainly  price-regulating  organisa- 
tions, are  in  a very  weak  condition  or  non- 
existent. The  result  is  (hat  m this 
industry  unregulated  competition  and  price 
cutting  is  the  rule.  The  further  effect  of  this 
is  a general  grinding  down  of  wages.  In 
other  industries  masters’  associations  have 
eliminated  competition,  and  have  a com- 
plete understanding  in  regard  to  prices. 
The  result  is  that  their  workers  enjoy  a 
higher  standard  of  living.  I am  not  in 
favour  of  high  prices,  however,  and  have  in- 
dicated why  they  are  high  in  the  co-opera- 
tive shops,  and  how  they  could  be  reduced. 

I think  that,  it  should  be  a point  of  honour 
with  any  trade  unionist  to  make  certain  that 
if  he  finds  it  necessary  to  employ  another 
man’s  labour  to  see  that  he  bo  fairly  and 
Squarely  paid.  To  assume  that  labour  has 
been  justly  rewarded  because  a charge  is 
high  is  not  an  efficient  test,  and  often  leads' 
to  very  wrong  .conclusions. — Yours,  »fcc., 
Herbert  Stai.mv.v. 

12,  Evel.vn-street.  Eecles. 

November  18th. 


CRITICS  COMPARISONS. 

Sin,— -“Alpha,”  in  his  remark's,  states  that 
the  recent  boot  and  shoe  repairing  award 
demands,  that  co-operative  societies  shall 
pay  li.J  per  cent,  above  trade  hoard  rates  on 
ground  work,  and  goes  on  to  shy  that  this 
difference  in  rates  places  societies  in  a very 
unfavourable  position,  with  the  result  that 
our  charges  are  higher  than  our  competitois, 
and  as  a consequence  trade  passes  our 
shops. 

Now  the  inferences  are  (1)  that^tlie  co- 
operative societies  are  paying  171  p?r  cent, 
more  than  the  private  employers,  (2)  that, 
private  employers  are  charging  less  than 
the  co-operative  societies  for  their  repairs. 

Before  “ Alpha  ” had  made  these  state- 
ments it  would  have  been  better  if  he  had 
made  sure  of  tile  facts.  Had  he  done 
so  he  would  have  fouud  (1)  That  the  majority 
of  private  employers  employing  union  labour 
in  the  area'  covered  by  the  recent  settle- 
ment (award  “ Alpha  " called  it)  are  paying 
15  per  Qent.  more  than  the'  co-operative 
societies.  (2)  That  the  complaints  of  private 
employers  are  that  the  co-operative  societies 
RJ't  charging  < nsidcrably  less  tljiin  tliA 
private  employers ; in  fact,  so  keenly  are 
they  feeling  this  competition  that  we  have 
been  approached  by  them  with  the  view  of 
drastic  action  being  taken  against  tiie 
co-opera t i ve  societies . 

It  may  be  information  to  “Alpha”  to 
knew  that  our  advances  during  the  war 
period  have  never  reached  more  than  8.3  per 
cent,  over  the  pre-war  level..  That  in  the 
co-operative  shops  at  the  moment  it  is  only 
60  per  cent  over  the  1914  level. 

Also  that  the  co-operative  societies  were 
the  first  employers  to  ask  us  for  any  reduc- 
tion in  wages. 

I feel  sure  that  had  “Alpha”  known 
these  facts  lie  would  not  have  written  as  lie 
has  done. — Yours  faithfully, 

William  Rex  wick, 

National  Organiser.  Amalgamated 
•Society  of  Boot  and  Shoe  Makers. 

Well  Meadow,  Hyde. 


REPLIES  BY  “ALPHA.'* 

“ Alpha,”  whose  article  evoked  the  above 
letters,  replies  as  follows  : — 

To  Mr.  Herbert  Stalman.— The  statements 
submitted  showing  production  cost  of  co- 
operative and  non-co-operative  shops,  should 
read  as  follows  if  he  is  desirous  of  making  a 
fair  and  correct  comparison  : — 

Co-operative  Shop  Rate. 

s.  d.  ad 

Bench  Work  ...  1 1 plus  10%  \ 2 i 

Hand  Sewn 1 0 „ „ .......  I it 

Finishing  by  j 

Hand  1 0 „ i ji. 

Non-Co-operative  Shop  Rate."  * 
s.  d.  8.  d. 

Bench  Work  ...1  1 less  7J%  j o 

Hand  Sewn I 0 0„  „ .oil 

Finishing  b y 

Hand  ‘.I  0 „ „ o II 

I heartily  endorse  his  remark  referring  to 
trade  unionists  making  it  a point  of  honour 
that  those  whom  they  employ  shall  be  fairly 
and  squarely  paid.  In  other  words,  in  all 
their  purchasing  they. will  deal  only  with  firms 
recognising  trade  union  dates  and  conditions. 
If  this  principle  is  adopted  by  trade  unionists 
throughout  the  country  the  sales  of  co-opera- 
tive societies  will  be  considerably- increased. 

To  Mr.  W.  Renwick. — Statement  No.  1 that 
co-operators  are  paying  17£  per  cent,  above 
private  employers-is  not.  only  an  inference  but 
an*  actual  fact : the  same  remark  applies  to 
prices  charged  for  repairs.  Here  is  a copy  of 
a private  traders’  advertisement  appearing 
in  one  of  our  principal  daily  papers  : — 

Boots  and  Shoes  Soled  and  Heeled. 

Riveted.  Sewn, 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

Men's 4 9 ..  5 6 

Ladies’  3 6 ..  4 0 

Youths’ 3 9 ..  4 6 

Collected  and  returned  without  any  in- 
creased charge. 

Here  is  another  advertisement : — Copy  of 
a circular  from  another  non-co-operative  shop, 
8.  d. 

Men's  Boots  soled  and  Heeled. . .4  0 
Ladies’  Boots  Soled  and  Heeled . . 2 6 
I think  these  facts  speak  for  themselves. 


ON  CHRISTMAS  CARDS. 


By  - ■ 

CYRIL  LEACH. 


"Christmas  is  coming .” 

The  fleeting  months  have  passed  with  their 
inexorable  stride  and  soon  the  greatest  and 
happiest  festival  of  the  year  will  be  on  us — 
Merry  Christmas. 

Once  agaiu  we  see  in  tlie  shops  those  big, 
fat,  inviting  looking  albums  containing,  in 
endless  variety,  the  messengers  of  “Faitb, 
Hope,  anti  Charity  ” — our  familiar  little  dainty 
Christmas  Card.  Already  jostling,  merry 
crowds  invade  the  shops  and  turn  over  many 
f albums  before  coming  to  the  momentous 
decision  as  to  which  one  of  so  many  very 
pretty  cards  is  the  prettiest. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  -a  mere  male,  having 
bad  the  audacity  to  fight  his  way'  through- 
a cluster  of  females  as  thick  as  bees,  picks 
up  the  first  card  his  eye  chances  to  meet  and 
afterwards  makes  the  embarrassing  discovery 
that  the  card  he  has  chosen  would  have  been 
room  appropriate  for  his  best  girl  than  for 
his  dear  aunt  ? 

Whence  originate  these  Christmas  Cards  ? 
Wdl,  we  have  it  that  Sir  Henry  Cole,  in  the 
year  1846,  having  an  extensive  circle  of  friends, 
thought  that  he  would  save  himself  the  trouble 
uf  sending  a separate  epistle  to  each  one. 
uo  he  asked  an  artist  to  design  a card  bearing 
the  season's  greetings,  and  then  sent  them  on 
thfir  cheering  way.  From  this  humble  begin- 
umg  an  a mazing  development  has  taken  place  ; 
8&d  now  there  is  an  industry  finding  employ- 
n*tlt  for  swarms  of  people  and  turning  out 
0vtr  twenty  million  cards  yearly. 

'Inc  could  scarcely  credit  the  number  of 
•tages  which  even  the  cheap  2d.  card  has  to 
^rgo  before  it  is  on  the  market,  or  the 
Humber  of  well-known  artists,  principally 
,0mpn.  "ho  spend  a considerable  amount  of 
tnae  in  constructing  designs  and  derive  a 
goodly  revenue  therefrom. 

Hie  cynic  may  scoff  at  the  hypocrisy  of 
Ending  Christmas  Cards  te  people  who  hardly 
I1"01’  <nto  our  thoughts  all  the  year  round, 

11  °f,cn  they  are  the  last  link  of  a love  which 
once  thought  would  never  wane.  How 
pay  people  have  stood  on  the  railway  plat- 
llrtn  and  exchanged  the  last  handclasp  with 
^ rien«l,  and  vowed  that  no  distance  would 
derate  them  from  a love  that  had  become 
°f  the  great  things  of  their  life!  As  the 
i21*  have  sped  on,  letters  have  beeoinp 
!itl|  ""'I  ^e88  fie(lucn^  ,mt'l  now  only  the 
^ c‘  Christmas  Card,  once  a year,  serves  to 
ljn°  f°*'th  old  memories  and  once  cherished 
ll(^-  Some  would  even  break  this  last 
; but — I am  not  so  sure. 

The 

. y ore  very  dainty  and  bright  these 
^ristmas  Cards ; but  many  of  the  designs 
11  a littie  incongruous.  I 

“H‘'e 


cannot  see  the 

_ and  aeroplanes 

041  that  are  to  herald.”  Peace  and  Good- 


will towards  all  Men.”  No,  give  me  every 
time  an  old-fashioned  scene — the  tiny  robin 
redbreast  chirping  merrily  in  the  snow ; waits 
lustily  bawling  carols,  whilst  the  light,  dancing 
snowflakes  weave  their  magic  carpet  of  pure 
white ; or  shepherds  driving  their  flocks 
across  wind-swept  moors. 

The  greatest  jo}',  in  my  opinion,  is  when, 
at  the  close  of  Christmas  day,  we  sit  ensconced 
in  a cosy  chair  before  a roaring  fire  and  turn 
over  the  cards  which  have  come  in — some, 
perhaps,  from  the  other  end  of  the  earth. 
What  memories  come  surging  into  our  minds 
as  we  gaze  at  the  glowing  embers ! Scenes 
of  mingled  joy  and  sorrow  which  for  a time 
had  been  forgotten  pass  swiftly  before  our 
eyes  ; and  cherished  faces  of  people  who  have, 
alas,  entered  the  “ long  sleep  that  knows  no 
waking  ” arc  recalled. 

Will  the  Christmas  Card  pass  into  oblivion  ? 
No,  not  while  men  love  to  remember. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 


“ It  is  some  thirty-five  years  since  I was  in 
a private  trader’s  shop,  and  I’ve  not  been  in 
one  since.”  Such  is  the  record  of  Mr.  George 
Thorpe,  the  president  of  the  C’.W.S.,  ns  men- 
tioned by  him  at  the  Churwell  Society’s  jubilee 
celebration  on  November  23th.  “ If  you  cut  my 
big  toe  off,  you  will  find  co-operation  all 
through,  like  a stick  of  Blackpool  rock.  Co- 
operation is  in  every  vein  of  me,  in  every 
arter}',  in  every  capillary — every  nerve  is 
stamped  with  it.” 


“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

The  comments  of  members  of  societies 
are  often  more  expressive  than  complimen- 
tary, as  the  under-mentioned  little  dialogue 
"'Hi  show.  A member  of  a southern  society 
inquired  of  the  secretary  when  the  dividend 
"ould  lo  paid  out.  The  Secretary:  “In  ;i 
few  weeks  time.”  Member:  “Shall  we 

have  one  of  those  funny  little ‘books  before 
then?”  The  Secretary:  “What  funny 

little  books?''  Member:  “The  quarterly 
report  and  balance  sheet.”  ' 

SouTn  Africa  is  now  sending  to  England  a 
fair  quantity  of  raisins.  Thereby  hangs  a tale. 

The  manager  of  a co-operative  society 
decided  to  give  these  raisins  a trial,  and  told 
his- branch  managers  to  expect  supplies  almost 
immediately.  A day  or  two  afterwards  one 
of  the  branch  managers  rang  up.  his  chief,  and 
asked  if  the  Salvation  Army  raisins  had  gone 
astray.  He  had  not  seen  anj-. 

The  manager  was  nonplussed,  but,  tinning 
up  a copy  of  the  order  sent  to  the  branch 
managers,  be  found  that  bis  typist  had  used 
the  capitals  S.A.  for  South  Africa. 

A visitor  to  the  jubilee  celebrations  found 
One  of  the  hosts  of  Churwell  very  attentive. 
He  retired  to  a back  parlour  of  a certain  hostel- 
to  wash  down  his  lunch  with  j^sample  of  the 
local  brew.  The  landlord  served  the  liquid 
refreshment  in  person,  spoke  in  welcome  tones, 
and  lighted  the  gas  stove  to  cheer  his  guest,  as 


THE  SAME  OLD  STORY. 


The  lilempl'oyed  find  that  what  looks  like  a Christmas  pudding  is  a bubble 
that  will  burst. 


the  day  was  cold.  And  then  came  in  the  guid 
wife  to  see.  how  the  guest  was  faring,  only  to 
return  a moment  later,  taking  the  clock  off  the 
mantelpiece  and  walking  off  with  it.  Why  2 
Did  she  mistake  co-operatiOn  for  co-option  ? 

Mr.  Walter  Hampsox,  perhaps  better 
known  to  co-operative  audiences  as 
“ Casey,”  contributes  an  interesting  article 
on  his  experiences  to  the  December 
“ M heatsheaf.”  I take  the  liberty  of  quot- 
ing one  or  .two  of  his  stories. 

“ My  funniest  experience,”  says  “ Casey,” 

“ was  in  Manchester.  At  the  interval,  the 
chairman  leaned  over  and  said:  ‘Now, 

“ Casev,”  you've  got  them  in  good  humour. 

I want  you  to  announce  there’s  no  dividend 
this  quarter.’  ” 

“ Casey  ” stayed  three  months  in  Rad- 
stock.  where,  lie  says,  the  “ principal  exports 
are  agricultural  products  and  the  society’s 
president  (the  Rev.  Geoffrey  Ramsay).  At 
any  rate,  I never  saw  him  whilst  I was 
there.”  ♦ ♦ 

There  are  three  Alexanders  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  This  similarity  of  names  is  likely 
to  cause  confusion,  as  will  also  be  the  case, 
ns  regards  the  many  Smiths  and  Joneses.  I 
notice  that  on  the  Order  Paper  our  member  is 
described  as  “ Mr.^  Albert  Alexander,”  which 
looks  somewhat  unfamiliar. 

• Most  of  the  Joneses,  of  course,  come  from 
the  Principality.  This  reminds  one  of  the 
story  current  during  the  war  that  when  Mr. 
Lloyd  George  was  running  the  Empire  a man 
in  Whitehall  shouted  : “ Mr.  Jones  ! Mr. 

Jones  ! ” At  which  fifty  windows  of  Govern- 
jnent  offices  were  opened  by  the  owners  of  that 
Celtic  name.  . ♦ ♦ 

Glancing  through  my  newspaper  cuttings 
the  other  day  I came  across  the  following  par  : 
Farmers  in  conference  at  Nottingham 
were  urged  to  open  co-operative  shops  “ to 
combat  the  rapacity  of  the  retail  traders.” 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  what  the  trade 
papers,  Which  are  always  fulminating  against  , 
the  co-operative  movement,  have  to  say 
about  fhat.  * * * 

One  of  the  weekly  papers  devoted  to  tho 
grocery  trade  refers  to  the  co-operative  trado 
campaign,  and  says,  “ There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  co-operative  societies  are  making 
a bold  bid  for  the  trade  of  the  country.”  Is 
there  any  reason  why  the  auctioneer,  otherwise 
the  general  public,  should  not  accept  the  bid  ? 

I see  none. 

Out  and  About. 


At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Cardiff 
Society  a member  expressed  disappoint- 
ment that  the  committee  had  not  issued  a 
printed  balance  sheet. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  WHOLESALE  SOCIETY  Limited 


MANCHESTER 


LONDON 


NEWCASTLE 


Ui 


# furniture  at  a fPriee  you  are  looking  for 
esi  TStyday,  and  a guarantee  of  (Bonfidenee. 


OUR  No.  303a  SOLID  OAK  3-FEET  BEDROOM  SUITE 

These  Suites  are  built  on  the  lines  of  the  Lat  st  and  most  UP-TO-DATE 
Design,  and  are  being  offered  to  our  members  at  AT  FUNDING  PRICES. 

Do  not  fail  to  pay  a visit  to  your  Furnishing  Department  to  inspect  these 
S ecial  Lines.  They  are  unequalled  in  the  trade  ; only  the  finest  materials 
used.  To  say  they  are  productions  of  the  C.W. S.  is  sufficient  as  regards 
TRADE  UNION  LABOUR  and  HIGH-CLASS  WORKMANSHIP. 


This  Splendid  Design.  Well-Constructed, 
Solid  Oak  Bedroom  Suite,  consisting  of 
3-feet  War i rob',  Wardrobe  Panel,  Leaned 
Light  or  Carved  Panel,  Dressing  Tabl  -,  and 
Marble-Top  Washstand  delivered  Carriage 
Paid  to  any  Co-op  rative  Society  to  retail  a 

20  Quitjects. 


The  “ 303A  ” SUITE. 


MADE  AT  THE 

C.W.S.  BROUGHTON,  BIRMINGHAM, 
and  BRISTOL  Cabinet  Works. 


WE  CONSIDER  IT  OUR  DUTY  TO  DRAW  THE  ATTENTION  OF  ALL  CO-OPERATIVE 
MEMBER i TO  THESE  SPECIAL  LINES.  CALL  AND  EXAMINE  THESE  SU  TES  AT 

YOUR  OWN  SOCIETY'S  FURNISHING  DEPARTMENT.  ONLY  ONE  PRICE,  20  GUINEAS. 


This  Luxurious  Thr^e-piece  Chesterfield 
Suite,  Settee  with  Drop-end,  and  Two 
Divan  Easy  Chairs,  not  stuffed  with  shoddy 
material  but  with  clean,  good,  and  durable 
material,  with  Spring  Edge  and  Seat, 
covered  in  Fine  Quality  Moqueite,- 
delivered,  Carriage  Paid, 

Retail  price,  22  Quineas. 


The  “LUBGATE”  SUITE. 


MEMBERS  OF  SOCIETIES  WHO  HAVE  NOT  A FURNISHING  DEPARTMENT  CAN  BE 
.SUPPLIED  BY  APPLICATION  TO  THEIR  SOCIETY  OR  GENERAL  MANAGER. 

YfTE  cordially  invite  you  to  call  in  your  Department  to  inspect  Your  Own  Factories' 
Productions,  even  if  you  are  not  buyers.  ::  You  will  be  delighted  to  see  what  the 

C.W.S.  is  doing  for  Co-operators  as  regards  meeting  the  POCKETS  OF  TO-DAY. 
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WORKERS  AND  THE 

LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS. 

PREPARING!  FOR  AN 


ANOTHER  STEP 

FORWARD. 


CAPITAL  REDEMPTION. 


TRAINING  THE  YOUNG. 

JUNIORS'  RALLY  IN  LONDON. 


TiiF.  important  work  of  training  the 
young  was  discussed  at  a rally  of  members 
of  junior  guilds  and  comrades’  circles  at 
the  Maurice  Hall,  of  the  Working t Men’s 
College,  St.  Pancrus,  on  Saturday.  Pro- 
fessor Hall,  M.A.,  presided  on  behalf  of 
the  Central  Education  Committee.  At  the 
afternoon  session  the  cliscnssion  was  sus- 
tained .by  the  members  of  the  juvenile 
organisations.  Two  correspondents  were 
appointed  with  a view  to  acting  ns  a con- 
necting link  between  the  junior  organisa- 
tions. A 'resolution  was  passed  in  favour 
of  the  establishment  of  a federation  of  the 
various  junior  guilds  and  circles'.  Other 
matters  discussed  were : The  form  which  i 

future  annual  gatherings  should  take,  the 
best  method  of  keeping  members  together 
in  summer  months,  future  developments 
of  guilds  and  circles,  and  methods  of  im- 
proving the  work. 

Professor  Hall,  at  the  evening  session, 
stated  that  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee, were  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
movement  was  not  yet  doing  the  volume  of 
work  on  behalf  of  the  young  people  they 
should  do.  They  considered  it  their  duty  ' 
to  take  every  opportunity  of  reminding 
education  committees  of  the  necessity  for 
more  attention  to  this  kind  of  work.  The 
Central  Education  Committee  were  of 
opinion  that  the  number  of  students  in  the 
children’s  classes  should  be  considerably 
increased. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed,  in 
which  Messrs.  W.  T.  Davis  (Royal  Arsenal 
Society’s  educational  committee),  Davis  and 
Keen  (South  Suburban),  W.  Stewart  (South 
Suburban  educational  secretary),  J.  Reeves 
(Royal  Arsenal  educational  secretary),  Mrs. 
Lester  (Woolwich),  and  others  took  part. 
Various  suggestions  were  made  for  increas- 
ing the  efficiency  of  the  training  of  juvenile 
co-operators. 

Professoy  Hall  received  a cordial  vote  of 
thanks. 


A LOCAL  PARLIAMENT. 

INTERESTING  EXPERIMENT  AT 
SUTTON. 

The  members  of  the  Sutton  Local  Repre- 
sentation Council  have  formed  a local 
parliament,  and  on  November  30th  held 
their  first  session.  The  members  of  the 
Cabinet  are: — First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  H. 
J.  Davies  (secretary,  Men’s  Guild);  Home 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Lewis  (Women’s  Guild); 
Foreign  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  Mortimer  (presi- 
dent, Comrades’  Circle) ; Secretary  ior 
War,  Mr.  Offord  (Men’s  Guild);  First,  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  Mr.  A.  Bithen  (Com- 
rades’ Circle);  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture.  Mr.  Girling  (Men’s  Guild); 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
Minister  of  Labour,  Mr.  J.  S.  Horn  (Men’s 
Guild);  Minister  of  Health.  Mrs.  Edser 
(secretary,  Women’s  Guild);  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  Mrs.  F.  C. 
Hagger  (Women’s  Guild),  Not  in  Cabi- 
net:— Postmaster-General,  Mrs.  Hatcher 
(Women’s  Guild);  the  Speaker.  Mr.  E.  J. 
Read  (vice-president,  Men’s  Guild,  and 
chairman  of  L.R.C.) ; Clerk  of  the  House, 
Mr.  A.  Coveley  (secretary,  L.R.C. ). 

The  chief  business  was  to  outline  tlie 
Government’s  policy  and  ask  for  a vote  of 
confidence.  The  Co-operative  Party  being 
in  power,  it  was  rather  difficult  to  get  an 
Opposition,  but  the  members  who  occupied 
the  Opposition  benches  put  several  perti- 
nent questions,  which  were  answered,  and 
the  vote  of  confidence  was  carried. 

Parliament  meets  on  the  last  Thursday 
in  each  month,  and  at  the  next  session  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  bringing 
in  a Bill  for  the  Nationalisation  of  the 
Coal  Mines  from  —a  co-operative  point  of 
view. 

Should  there  he  other  parliaments  in 
existence,  Mr.  A.  Coveley,  5,  The  Parade, 
Lower-road,  Sutton,  Surrey,  would  be  very 
glad  of  any  information. 


NORWICH  MANAGERS'  SOCIAL. 


The  Norwich  Society’s  managers,  heads  of 
departments,  and  their  wives  held  a very 
successful  dinner  and  Social  at  the  Central 
Cafe  on  Thursday  evening,  last  week.  Mr. 
E.  Clark  (general  manager)  presided,  and 
there  were  eighty  present. 

Duri  ng  the  evening  vdcal  and , instru- 
mental music  was  rendered  in  efficient  style. 

Included  in  the  toasts  w as  “ Our  Society,” 
given  by  the  secretary  (Mr.  H.  W.  Neale), 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Horn  (presi- 
dent). “Success  to  Our  Educational 
Workers”  was  moved  by  Mr.  E.  Clark,  and 
Mr.  A.  Thurlow  and  Mr.  W.  Patrick  re- 
sponded. “ Kindred  Societies  ” was  given 
by  Mr.  H.  Ashby,  Mr.  G.  Wesby  and  Mr. 

T.  Smith  responding.  The  toast  to 
‘ The  Ladies  ” wins  placed  in  the  able  hands 
°t  Mr.  .1.  Foyster.  Mrs.  Copley  responded. 

the  harmony  of  the  evening  was  well 
maintained,  the  following  rendering  vocal 
items: — Messrs.  P.  W.  Freeman,  A.  R. 
turner.  W.  Markwcll,  and  E.  Smith.  Mrs. 
B.  Amies  (piano),  Messrs.  H.  R.  Sutton 
• cello)  and  .).  Tate,  junr.  (violin),  gave  a 
good  rendering  of  choice  music  which  was 
b'ghly  appreciated. 

A very  enjoyable  evening  was  brought  to 
8 close  by  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  artistbs 
Bl|d  all  who  had  contributed  to  make  the 
•veiling  a success. 


INTER  N AT  ION  A L COM  MON  VV  E A LT  H . 


A Lew. re  of  Nations  Union  conference  was  held  under 
the  aiupicca  of  the  Kent  Dislrlei  Association  on 
Saturday,  November  25th,  the  entertaining  society 
being  Hartford.  Upwards  of  100  delegates  assembled 
in  the  society's  hall,  ami  the  meeting  unanimously 
elected  the  Dnrtford  Society’s  president  (Mr.  11.  W. 
Payne)  to  ttie  chair. 

Mr.  E.  Beddingtoi!  Bohupis  (secretary  at  the  Inter- 
national Labour  Office)  spoke  on  " The  Work  and 
Achievements  of  the  League  of  Nulions,  and  its  Effect 
on  the  Lives  of  Industrial  Workers."  Peace,  he  con- 
tended, could  not  bo  ctliihlishcd  unlc.s  based  iipoii' 
labour  justice  and  conditions  of  labour  of  a high  and 
just  standard.  An  international  labour  organisation 
should  exist  if  the  workers  were  to  enjoy  life.  National 
units  should  be  expanded  into  international  units.  A 
high  standard  of  life  in  our,  own  country  should  not 
bo  weakened  by  sweating  in  other,  countries. 

The  permanent.  International  League  Olllc.i  was  in  • 
Geneva,  and  there  was  one  annual  conference.  Fifty- 
four  countries  were  affiliated,  only  Russia  and  America 
standing  aloof.  Decisions  or  resolutions  passed  at 
1 these  conferences  had  to  be  placed  before  the  different 
Governments  and  peoples.  At  the  first  conference 
the  Washington  eight-hour  day  was  ratified  by  every 
country  present  except  our  own. 

The  Lcafluc’s  Achievements. 

Proceeding,  Mr.  Behrens  said  only  large  and  power- 
ful trade  unions  shielded  the  workers:  but  those  con- 
ferences protected  old  and"  young,  strong  and  weak. 
For  instance,  sailors“nnd  emigrant's  moved  and  worked 
in  other  counities  vastly  different  from  our  own,  and 
to  save  them  from  exploitation  the  conference  gut 
endorsed  Government  protection.  The  third  conference 
at  Geneva  dealt  tfith  the  agricultural  workers  and  the 
question  of  making  their  surroundings  more  comfort- 
able, so  that  to\Tn  life  attractions  would  not  have 
any  influence.  The  fourth  conference  discussed  white 
lead  and  zinc  poisoning,  and  nn  agreement  was  reached 
to  the  effect  that  in  four  years  all  countries  must  find 
an  adequate  substitute.  Anthrax  was  now  being  dis- 
cussed at  a London  conference,  and  steps  would  he 
taken  by  the  League  to  stem  this  terrible  evil. 

In  hi*  remark Mr.  Behrens  tried  lo  show  that 
a'l  people  were  mutually  dependent  upon  one  another, 
and  u«  with  individual*  so  with  countries.  The  work 
or  tlie  League  \va<  preparing  the  way  for  an  iiilti- 
notional  Commonweal  I li. 

The  rest  of  Hie  afternoon  was  taken  up  with  ques- 
tions and  oiimvcFs,  and  fn  the  opinion  uf  the  audience 
Mr.  Behrens  was  at  his  best. 

Alderman  M'Giff  moved  the  vole  of  thanks  for  one 
of  the  best  juSre.oes  that  lie  had  heard  upon  Ihe 
work  and  doings  of  the  League  of  Nations  Union. 

Mr.  Mark  II.  Clear  supported  tin,  vote,  and  expressed 
his  i ridel) tedne-s  i0  the  lecturer.  A,  he  was  one  of 
Ihe  two  delegates  appointed  by  the  Co-npv.pUvc  Union 
to  sit  upon  the  League  uf  Nations  Union,  lie  was  more 
JJian  glad  that  lie  had  brought  the  conference  about, 
and  was  \yell  -repaid  by  the  result. 


MR.  GEORGE  ALCOCK. 

PRESENTATION  BY  C.  W.  S. 
EMPLOYEES. 

A familiar  figure  lately  passed  in  retire- 
ment from  the  C.W.S.  headquarters  in 
Leman-street  in  the  person  of  Mr.  George 
Aleock,  who  for  about  twenty-six  years  has 
been  one  of  the  respected  employees.  Mr. 
Aleock  lias  earned  a high  reputation  out- 
side Leman-street  for  his  services  in  the 
trade  union  movement  as  an  active  worker 
in  the  N.U.R.,  and  as  tlie  historian  of  that 
important  union.  The  merits  of  litis  valu- 
able work,  which  stands  no  a lasting 
memorial  of  many  months'  patient  and' 
zealous  labours,  has  already  been  reviewed 
in  these  column*  by  Mr.  F.  Rockell.  Mr. 
Aleock  lias  also  used  his  facile  pen  in 
bringing  the  advantages  of  co-operation  to 
the  notice  of  his  fellow-  trade  unionists  in 
the  columns  of  the  “ Railway  Review.” 
His  criticisms  at  times  have  been  severe, 
but  no  oue  can  question  his  fair-minded 
sincerity. 

At  a gathering  of  the  employees  at 
Leman-street  on  Thursday  last  week,  Mr. 
Aleock  was  -presented  with  a hallstand 
suitably  inscribed  and  a sum  cif  money  as 
a parting  gift  from  his  former  feilow- 
workmen. 

Mr.  Charles  Carter,  tlie  head  of  the 
catering  department,  who  made  the  presen- 
tation, paid  a warm  tribute  to  Mr.  Alcock’s 
past  services,  and  the  friendly  relationship 
which  had  always  existed  between  him 
and  his  colleaguets. 

Mr.  G.  Aleock  returned  thanks  in.  a 
terse  and  graceful  address.  As  a memento 
of  the  occasion  he  presented  to  Mr.  Chever- 
ton  (a  member  of  the  catering  staff)  and 
to  Mrs.  Waites  (chief  waitress)  a copy  of 
his  history  of  the  N.U.R. 

Mr.  W.  Openslmw  was  present  during 
the  proceedings. 


During  the  past  six  months  the  Woking 
Society  have  paid  fourteen  claims  under 
the  collective  life  assurance  • scheme, 
amounting  to  £118  3s.  7d.  . 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  Mr.  G.  L. 
Banks  (secretary  to  the  London  Society)  is 
making  satisfactory  progress  from  an 
attack  of  pleurisy. 

Instead  of  Christmas  Cards.  — One 

ndmirer  writes  that  she  is  sending  copies 
or  the  “ Millgate  Monthly”  out  to  friends 
instead  of  Christmas  cards.  A capital  idea. 
Try  it  1 


NEW  PREMISES  OPENED  AT  ONGAR- 

On  Saturday  last  the  Epping  and  District 
•Society  made  another  step  iu  its  progress 
when  pew  branch  premises  were  opened  at 
O-iignr.  The  premises,  which  w'era  first 
acquired  iu  January,  1920.  comprise 
stationery,  fancy  goods,  and  printing  busi- 
ness. After  disposing  of  the  stock  huil 
printing  business,  extensive  alterations 
were. made  to  (it  the  premises  to  relieve  the 
shop  a few  yards  away,  which  was  doing  a 
big  business. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Broome . (committee)  in  the 
absence  of  Councillor  A.  Plumb  (vice- 
president)  presided  over  the  proceedings. 

J lie  Chairman  expressed  much  pleasure  at' 
the  step  taken  to  provide  better  facilities  to 
tlie  members  in  the  Ongar  district,  and  he 
hoi>ed  they  would  give  the  branch  all  the 
trade  they  possibly  could. 

Mr.  Clegg  (representing  tlie  C.W.S. 
architect’s  department,  London)  wished  the 
branch  every  success. 

The  president  .(Mr.  G.  H.  Pightling)  was 
then  called  upon  to  formally  declare  the 
shop  open.  When  first  the  society  estab- 
lished a branch  iu  Ongar,  he  said,  it  net 
with  all  kinds  of  opposition ; but  happily 
this  was  overcome  in  time,  and  success 
attended  the  efforts  of  the  committee.  In 
conclusion,  tlie  speaker  formally  declaivd 
the  shop  open  fc-r  business,  and  hoped  the 
members  had  brought  plenty  of  money  with 
them  to  spend. 

A rush  was  then  made  to  inspect  the  .shop 
and  admire  the  goed  things  within. 

A Public  Concert. 

Following  upon  the  opening  ceremony  a 
high-class  concert  was  held  in  the  Budworth 
Hall,  Ongar.  Mr.  A.  E.  Broome  presided, 
and  Mrs.  A.  E.  Pightling  (sc-cretar.v  of  the 
educational  committee)  spoke  a few  words  in 
furtherance  of  the  co-operative  movement. 

Mr.  (}.  H.  Pightling  (president  of  tlie 
society)  extolled  the  principles  and  aims  of 
co-operation  and  gave  a short  history  of  the 
society.  The  speaker  went  on  to  state  that 
co-operative  societies  were  not  only  estab- 
lished for  trading  purposes,  but  they  flint  a 
higher  aim  in  endeavouring  to  educate  the 
members  in  the  principles  of  co-operation  and 
other  subjects.  Apnjt  from  the  dividend, 
co-operative  societies  provided  many  benefits 
such  us  collective  life  assurance,  eonvales- 
cent  homes,  ami  concerts  such  as  that  one. 

'flic  artistes  excelled  themselves  in  the. 
rendering  pi  the  several  items  in  tl>»  pro- 
gramme. and  they  received  many  encoie*. 


COALVILLE  SECRETARY. 

TWENTY-FIVE  YEARS  OF  SERVICE 
COMPLETED. 

At  a meeting  of  tlie  management  com- 
mittee of  tlie  Coalville  Co-operative  Society 
on  Saturday  night,  Mr.  Herbert  Taylor 
(chairman)  mentioned  the  interesting  fact 
that  that  day  Mr.  Arthur  Lockwood  had 
completed  twenty-five  years’  service  with 
the  society  in  the  position  of  secretary. 
He -made  reference  to  the  wonderful  pro- 
gress made  by  the  society  during  that 
period,  and  spoke  in  eulogistic  terms  of 
Mr.  Lockwood’s  excellent  capabilities  and 
many  good  qualities.  He  assured  Mr. 
Lockwood  of  the  committee’s  good  wishes. 

Other  members  of  tlie  committee  en- 
dorsed this,  speaking  in  high  terms  of  Air. 
Lockwood’s  work. 

Mr.  Lockwood  thanked  the  committee 
for  their  kind  remarks  and  good  wishes, 
and  spoke  of  the  happy  times  he  had  spent 
at  Coalville.  He  left  tlie  Crewe  Society 
twenty-five  yfenrs  ago  on  a Friday  evening 
and  took  up  tliQ  work  at  .Coalville  the  next 
day.  At  that  time  the  Coalville  Society 
had  a membership  of  1,800,  and  at  the 
present  time  the  number  war,  -9,000.  Tlie 
sales  of  the  society  then  for  a quarter 
were  £12,142,  while  for  the  last  quarter 
the  amount  was  £99,090. 


POLITICAL  GRANTS. 

The  question,  of  co-operative  political 
action  will  be  keenly,  debated  in  Birming- 
ham in  the  next  few  days.  The  directors 
of  the  Ten  Acres  and  Stirc-liley  Society  are 
•called  upon  to  consider  a resolution  pro- 
posing that  the  society  withdraw  from  the 
Co-operaflve  Party,  and  that  all  efforts  be 
concentrated  upon  the  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial activities  for  which  the  society 
was  originally  constituted. 

The  management  committee  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Industrial  Society  have  placed 
the  following  recommendation  on  the 
agenda  of  the  quarterly  meeting  to  be  lie’d 
on  Tuesday  next,  December  12th: — 11  That 
the  grants  to  the  Birmingham  Co-operative 
Representation  Council  (now  the  Birming- 
ham District  Co-operative  Party)  and  to 
the  National  C'o-operativo  Party,  be  dis- 
continued after  payment  of  the  amounts 
duo  to  December  31st,  1922.” 

An  executive  member  of  tlie  Birmingham 
Co-operntive  Party  proposes  to  move  an 
amendment  to  tlie  foregoing  recommenda- 
tion to  reduce  the  grant  for  political  pur- 
poses from  Jid.  to  2jd.  per  member  per 
annum. 


QUESTIONS  OF  FINANCE  DISCUSSED 
AT  TIBS  HELP. 


TRADE  THE  CHIEF  NEED. 

A helpful  conference  was  held  under  tl 
auspices  of  the  Derby  District  Association  i 
the  -Wesleyan  Schoolrcom,  Tibshelf,  . 
Saturday.  Mr.  G.  Hill  (president  of  tb 
local  society)  occupied  the  chair,  and  w<: 
coined  the  delegates,  numbering  upwards  < . 
seventy. . 

A vote  of  condolence  to  the  relatives  < 
the  late  Mrs.  Booth  (Derby  Women’s  Gui 
and  a member  of  the  District  Executive)  wi 
I.assod  in  silence,  the  delegates  rising  f;-oi 
their  seats. 

J lie  subject  for  discussion  was  Mr.  <; 
Riddle’s  Congress  paper  on  “The  Finanoia 
Position  of  the  Co-operative  Movement  i 
Relation  to  New  Forms  of  Adraimistratio 
in  the  Retail  Trade,”  which  was  ably  re:..; 
by  Mr.  W.  Warren  (Central  Board). 

-Air.  Tapping  (Derby)  opened  the  di-scuf- 
oion,  and  said  that  Mr.  Riddle  had  made  t)r 
subject  of  finance  interesting.  Tlie  pap;-: 
"as  thought-provoking,  but  while  go:.: 
finance  was  necessary,  it  was  important  t-lins 
they  should  develop  trade  for  (\  capital  n - 
denrption  fund  would  necessarily  come  on 
of  profits.  Efficient  trading  was  needed  t 
enable  them  to  realise  a C’o-operativ 
Commonwealth. 

Mi.  Birkiu  (Langley  Mill)  said  they  musl 
stabilise  their  resources  and  bring  abnu' 
emancipation  by  international  co-operation 

Mr.  Broekley  (Derby)  and  Mrs.  Webb 
(Somerrotes)  joined  in  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Ogden  (Derby),  defending  the  idea  < 
a redemption  fluid,  said  sacrifices  must  1. 
made. 

More  Trade. 

Mr.  W.  Bradshaw  (C.W.S.)  contehiliV 
that  reserve  and  depreciation  funds  wen 
capital  redemption  funds.  Speaking  of  tl  < 
future  of  co-operation,  Mr.  Bradshaw  sai 
that  email  shops  were  going,  and  it  woul 
be  a fight  between  eo-operntkm  and  the  Jurg 
multiple  companies.  They  should  have  sul 
ficent  capital  and  more  trade. . lie  pointe 
cut  that  varied  prices  and  excessive  profit, - 
vhic-h  lie  found  in  different  societies  wer: 
hindrances  to  progress,  and  were  unfair  i 
members  and  to  co-operative  production. 

Air.  Knowles  (Holloway)  thought  “ Capi- 
tal Redemption ” was  only  a new  name  lb: 
funds  already  established. 

Mr.  Warren,  replying  to  the  criticism  cf 
the  paper,  said  lie  was  net  enamoured  of  th 
idea  of  a capital  redemption  fund. 

It  was  agreed  to  send  a letter  of  thank? 
to  Mr.  Wilson  (Derby)  for  bis  long  service* 
in  connection  with  the  board  of  the  Distric' 
Association. 

Thanks  to  the  reader  of  the  paper  and  th? 
chairman  were  unanimously  accorded. 


ENFIELD  EDUCATION. 

Several  successful  meetings  have  beer, 
held  recently  under  the  auspices  of  tin 
Enfield  Highway  Society's  educational  com 
mittee. 

At  the  Benson  Hall.  Buntingford.  o' 
November  29th,  Mr.  John  Hood  (president 
of  the  society)  gave  a very  interesting  ad- 
dress on  “ Co-operation,”  explaining  the 
progress  made  bj*  the  society  and  tin 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  membership.  A 
first-clhss  musical  programme  was  given 
and  it  is  hoped  that  as  a result  of  tin 
meeting  co-operation  will  receive  a fillip  ii 
the  district. 

The  Corn  Exchange,  Hertford,  was  fillet ' 
to  overflowing  on  Monday  evening,  on  the 
occasion  of  a concert-meeting.  Mrs.  J.  A 
Church  presided,  and  Mr.  D.  Mason  (educa- 
tional secretary)  gave  an  interesting  address 
on  “ Co-operation,”  illustrated  by  sixty  lan- 
tern slides.  The  musical  programme  was. 
rendered  by  the  E.H.C’.S.  Choral  Society 
(Mr.  A.  I.  Franklin  conductor)  and  Mr.  !• 
Wells  (pianist),  and  solos  were  given  by- 
Mrs.  *Prentice  and  Mr.  Swift.  The  part- 
songs  and  solos  were  rendered  in  admirable 
style,  and  were  much  appreciated  by  the 
large  audience. 

The  second  lecture  of  tlie  series  organised 
by  the  Enfield  Trades  Council  and  Labour 
Party  and  tlie  Enfield  Highway  Society’s 
educational  committee  was  given  by  Mr.  D 
Mason  (educational  secretary)  in  th. 
Waldron  Hall,  Enfield,  on  Thursday  la? 
week.  Mr.  J.  FT  Barnes  presided,  am 
there  was  a large  audience.  The  lecturei 
spoke  of  the  coming  of  tlie  Romans  to  this 
country  in  65  b.c.,  and  the  subsequent  de- 
velopment of  the  trade  of  the  country  was 
outlined,  and  mention  made  ot  the  improve- 
ment of  roads,  building ' of  bridges,  corn 
growing,  and  reclamation  of  low-lying 
grounds.  

A Swiss  editor  calls  the  ” Millgate 
Monthly,”  “ Your  always  interesting 
review.” 
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All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  " Women’s  Pages," 
“Co-operative  News"  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

CO-OPERATION  AND  PARTY  POLITICS  : NO  DICTATION  : 

MOW  WOMEN  FLATTER  THEMSELVES. 


COMPETING  PRICES. 

A THORNY  QUESTION. 

The  thorny  question  of  “ prices  ” 
seems  likely  to  agitate  the  movement  for 
some  little  while,  if  we  may  judge  by  the 
fact  that  uumerous  letters  on  this  topic 
are  coming  into  “ News  ” columns. 

For  our  part,  we  are  not  wholly  con- 
vinced that  letters  which  claim  anony- 
mity are  entirely  on  the  right  lines.  The 
movement  ought  to  be  both  big  enough 
and  brave  enough  to  deal  with  its  weak- 
nesses and  correct  its  faults  in  open 
council,  and  without  the  air  of  triviality 
aud  carping  criticism  which  sometimes 
creeps  into  a discussion  carried  on  under 
the  cloak  of  “ noms  de  plume.” 

The  question  of  competing  prices  is,  as 
we  know  full  well,  a chronic  source  of 
difficulty  with  members  who  have  not 
realised  the  principles  of  co-operation, 
but  the  trouble  seems  additionally  acute 
at  the  present  time,  because  of  the 
pressure  of  reduced  incomes.  The  house- 
wife has  certain  responsibilities  to  do  the 
best  she  can  with  the  means  at  her  dis- 
posal, and  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  her 
not  to  check  up  the  prices  of  the  articles 
she  wishes  to  buy  at  the  stores  against 
the  tempting  baits  held  out  to  her  in  the 
competitive  market.  We  know  of  long 
experience  that  the  completely  loyal  co- 
operator  is  in  the  end  far  better  off  than 
her  questioning  sister,  and  the  world  will 
be  better  off  in  the  great  long  run  for  the 
multitude  of  co-operators  who  are  loyal 
on  principle. 

From  what  we  can  gather,  however,  it 
is  not  so  much  outside  comparisons  which 
are  made  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
stores,  but  the  suggestion,  rightly  or 
wrongly  held,  that  some  stores  vary  their 
prices  at  different  branches. 

This  sort  of  suspicion  plays  havoc  with 
the  satisfaction  which  members  would 
like  to  feel  in  the  conduct  of  their  socie- 
ties. The  right  place  for  calling  atten- 
tion to  these  points  is,  of  course,  in  the 
board-room  and  at  the  quarterly  meet- 
ing, and  we  should  like  to  feel  that  if  the 
women  take  this  matter  in  hand  they 
will  exhaust  every  constitutional  means 
of  remedy  before  making  much  of  some 
inequalities  in  the  press. 

A carefully-prepared  statement,  with 
exact  facts  and  examples  brought  to  the 
committees,  is  bound  to  have  weight, 
and  will  succeed  in  many  cases  in  effect- 
ing remedies,  whereas*  a shower  of  un- 
supported criticisms  give  anxiety  and 
trouble  which  societies  can  ill  bear  at  this 
difficult  time. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  members  have 
a right  to  an  assurance  that  committees 
are  not  meeting  their  difficulties  by  undue 
increases  of  prices  or  bj-  lack  of  imagina- 
tion in  meeting  the  difficulties  of  un- 
employed members. 

Side  by  side  with  the  great  campaign 
for  increased  trade  now  going  forward, 
we  want  a great  increase  of  sympathetic 
understanding  between  members  on 
committees  and  responsible  officers  of 
our  societies. 

On  these  lines  a watchful  criticism 
from  members  who  take  a live  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  societies — alas,  that 
they  are  so  comparatively  few — will  help 
to  maintain  the  standard  of  fair  dealing 
which  was  the  watchword  of  the  old 
pioneers. 


A successful  one-day  school  for  branches 
in  the  Birmingham  and  Worcester  district 
was  held  the  other  week,  when  Mrs. 
Andrews  (Central  Committee)  took  fer  her 
subjects  “Joint  Trade  Campaign,"  “Inter- 
national Co-operation,”  and  “Married 
Women  in  Paid  Positions.”  A resolution 
was  passed  protesting  against  the  cuts  in 
.education,  the  increase  in  the  siz3  of  classes, 
and  the  employment  of  untrained  teachers. 

The  other  week  a successful  one-day 
school  was  held  in  the  Derby  District,  when 
Councillor  Mrs.  Sarnies,  J.P.  (Soho),  dealt 
with  “ The  Trade  Campaign,”  “ Inter- 
national (Jo-operative  Trade,”  and  “ Mar- 
ried Women  in  Paid  Positions.”  The 
latter  created  an  excellent  discussion,  with 
u diversity  of  opinion  on  many  points. 
Many  students  thought  that  the  Guild 
could  no  longer  be  carried  on  entirely  by 
voluntary  effort.  Practically  every  student 
took  part  in  the  discussions  on  the’  different 
subjects.  On  the  following  day  the  com- 
mittee had  a district  school  when  district 
work  was  discussed. 


Protest  Against  Guild  Circular. 

Dear  Madam, — Now  that  the  election 
excitement  is  over,  I wish  to  protest  against 
the  tone  of  the  circular  on  the  subject  of 
voting  sent  out  from  the  Head  Office 
to  the  local  branches  of  the  Women’s 
Guild.  It  seemed  to  me,  and  pro- 
bably to  many  others,  narrow,  intolerant, 
and  dictatorial.  I think  it  must  be  some 
time  since  the  writers  of  it  considered  the 
co-operative  motto,  “ In  things  essential, 
unity;  in  things  doubtful,  liberty;  in  all 
things,  charity.”  Lest  my  motive  in  writ- 
ing should  he  mistaken,  I will  say  that  l 
should  have  voted  for  the  Labour  candidate 
of  my  division  if  I had  had  a vote  (owing 
to  a move  a year  ago  I had  none). 

The  Head  Office  has  no  right  to  dictate 
political  opinions  to  the  members- -Yours 
faithfully,  Mary  Booth. 

10,  Stafford  Mansions,  Battersea, 
November  29tli. 

“ P.  R.”  at  Woolwich  Arsenal. 

Dear  Madam, — I am  not  so  hopeful  as  you 
are  in  this  week's  “ Women’s  Pages  ” when 
you  -ea.v  that  the  results  of  the  General 
Election  would,  so  far  as  women  are  con- 
cerned, have  been  different  had  voting  been 
on  the  basis  of  Proportional  Representation. 
Proportional  Representation  is  in  force  at 
the  Royal  Arsenal  Society,  and  the  mem- 
bers are  mainly  women;  yet  men  are  always 
elected  to  the  committees.  Why? 

I know  we  flatter  ourselves  vve  are  an 
organised  body  of  working  married  women, 
who  are  working  unitedly  together 
for  the  emancipation  of  women,  hut 
alien  the  opportunity  comes  along  f in- 
ns to  show  our  loyalty  to  our  mciv  capable 
sisters  by  supporting  them  with  the  power 
of  our  votes  we  fail  to  do  our  duty  by  her. 
Why  ? 

Because  men  say  they  do  not  require 
women  on  tlioos  dciumittees'  and  the  women, 
who  do  not  stop  to  reason  out  these  problems 
for  themselves,  fall  slaves  to  men’s  ideas. 
Some  still  let  the  yellow  god  hold  them,  and 
Mfy  no  married  women  should  try  to  get  on 
those  committees  when  there  are  so  many 
cut  of  work — no  question  of  whether  the  man 
whom  they  support  is  capable  or  not. 

Do  you  realise  what  hypocrites  we  are  to 
preach  the  emancipation  of  women,  and  slay 
them  when  we  have  tile  opportunity  to  sup- 


Such  has  been  the  budget  of  “ Pudding” 
recipes  sent  for  the  December  issue  of 
“ Woman’s  Outlook,”  that  those  coming  too 
late  for  insertion  must  of  necessity  he  in- 
cluded in  our  ” Women’s  Pages.”  Here  is 
one  from  Mrs.  MT.ean,  the  president  of  the 
Scottish  Women’s  Guild. 

Mrs.  M'Lean  ‘ (Edinburgh). — lib.  flour, 
Jib.  sugar,  lib.  sultana  raisins,  Jib.  Valencia 
raisins  (stoned),  Jib.  currants,  loz.  orange 
peel,  J oz.  lemon  peel,  Jib.  good  beef  suet, 

J oz.  baking  soda,  J oz.  cream  of  tartar, 

1 oz.  mixed  spice.  Sift  flour,  baking  soda, 
and  cream  of  tartar  ; shred  suet  very  line  and 
mix  with  the  flour;  clean  the  fruit;  shred 
the  orange  and  lemon  peel;' add  all  the  in-’ 
gradients  together  in  your  basin;  mix  well 
and  make  into  a moderate  stiff  dough  with 
buttermilk;  turn  into  a well-greased  and 
floured  steamer.  Boil  in  n saucepan  of 
water  for  thrae-and-a-lialf  hours,  turn  out, 
and  serve  with  a thin  custard.  Decorate 
with  a sprig  of  holly,  the  badge  of  the  clan 
MT.ean. 

Mrs.  E.  Tozer. — ill),  flour.  ^ lb.  bread 
crumbs,  JJb.  chopped  suet,  4 oz.  clean  cur- 
rants, Jib.  sultanas  or  raisins  (stoned),  (5  cz. 
mix*?d  peel  (shredded),  Jib.  castor  sugar, 
1.  lemon  (rind  ami  juice-  only),  J eggs,  milk 
to  mix.  Mix  all  the  dry  ingredients;  stir  in 
-the  beaten  oggs  and  sufficient  milk  to  make 
the  mixture  rather  moist.  Boil  in  well- 
greased  pudding  basins  for  about  four  hours. 


Mrs.  Sands  (Midland  Seotional  Council). 
As  the  mother  of  a family,  I find  this  plain 
but  digestible.  11b.  raisins,  lib.  currants, 
llh.  sultanas,  lib.  shredded  suet  (C.W.S.), 
lib.  bread  crumbs,  lib.  flour,  2 carrots 
(grated),  2 nutmegs  (grated),  1 tenspoonful 
spice,  lib.  sugar  (brown),  2 eggs,  1 pint 
milk.  Mix  well  and  boil  for  six  hours. 


“ Keep  For  Eight  Months.” 

Mrs.  Swann  (Bath). — llh.  flour,  llh.  bread 
crumbs,  lib.  raisins,  llh.  currants,  llh. 
margarine,  lib  sugar,  Jib.  mixed  peel,  1 
large  carrot,  Jib.  .sweet  almonds,  2 tea  spoon- 
fuls mixed  spice,  4 eggs.  Stone  the  raisins, 
peel  the  carrot-,  put  these  with  mixed  peel 
through  minoer ; afterwards  mix  well  with 
the  flour,  bread  crumbs,  currants,  sugar,  and 
spice;  add  almonds  blanched  and  sliced; 
heat  tho  margarine  tio  a liquid  and]  whisk 
the  eggs : then  strain  both  into  the  other 
ingredients  and  mix  well  together.  Turn 
into  well-greased  basins,  ogvpr  with  greased 


port  them.  Can  you  wonder  the  men  laugh? 
— Yours,  • A Guir.Dswo.YLYx. 

No  Political  Privilege. 

Dear  Madam, — I support  “ N-uff  Sed  ” 
in  lost  week’s  “ Women’s  Pages  ” in  her 
stand  for  a broad,  all-embracing  co-operative 
movement. 

Apparently  enough  has  not  been  said  on 
the  subject  of  co-operators  entering  into  the 
political  arena,  or  we  should  not  have  it 
worrying  us  again.  “Glasgow”  says:  “It 
is  hopeless  to  expect  Liberals  or  Conserva- 
tives to  fight  our  battles.”  After  reading 
such  statements  for  so  many  years,  one  con- 
fesses it  would  be  hopeless  witnout  the 
record  of  their  help.  Does  “ Glasgow  ” 
think  that  the  Corporation  Tax  would  have 
been  repealed  if  Mr.  Waterson  had  fought 
it  single-handed?  If  the  Liberals  and  Con- 
servatives had  voted  solidly  against  us,  ub 
was  prophesied,  would  the  result  have  been 
what  it  was? 

It  has  been  the  ideal  of  our  movement  to 
embrace  all  parties,  creeds,  and  nationali- 
ties. We  have  proved  these  things  need 
not  divide  us.  Capital  and  labour  are  not 
distinct.  We  need  both.  Whatever  the 
election  orator  tries  to  teach  us  about  the 
curse  of  capitalism,  when  we  go  to  our  quar- 
terly meeting  we  are  taught  that  our  move- 
ment needs  our  capital  and  our  trade.  The 
capitalist  and  consumer  are  the  same 
individuals  in  our  societies  as  well  as 
outside. 

By  allowing  any  political  party  to  be  pri- 
vileged inside  the  movement  we  shall  create 
an  unprivileged  class.  Equality  and  brother- 
hood will  be  expelled,  while  class  hatred 
will  he  fostered.  The  only  privilege  we 
ought  to  allow  is  just  that  which  will  accrue 
to  the  loyal  member.  The  amount  of  share 
capital  he  has  will  determine  his  interest, 
his  purchases,  his  dividend,  his  attendance 
at  business  meetings,  his  voting  power  and 
his  general  enlightenment.  His  study  of 
co-operative  literature  will  help  him  to  keep 
in  touch  with  the  movement  in  all  its  activi- 
ties. He  will  learn  its  problems  and  have 
an  opportunity  to  help  in  solving  them.  In 
short,  ho  will  get  out  of  the  movement  what 
lie  puts  into  it.  By  giving  his  best  the  best 
will  come  back  to  him.  Party  politics,  reli- 
gion, social,  mental,  or  physical  develop- 


paper,  tie  down  with  a cloth,  plunge  into 
boiling  water  and  boil  for  eight  hours*.  Take 
from  the  water,'  remove  the  cloth  and  wash 
it,  when  dry  and  the  pudding  cold  tie  clown 
again  and  store  in  a dry  place  until  required, 
when  boil  for  two  hours ; serve  with  sweet 
sauce.  This  pudding,  made  as  directed;  will 
keep  for  eight  months. 

Mrs.  Webster  (Doncaster,  of  the  York- 
shire Sectional  Council)  sends  her  plum  pud- 
ding recipe  as  follows: — Jib.  each  flour  and 


Dear  Madam, — “ Nuff  Sed”  has  not  <*,i 
enuff.  Your  correspondent  may  be  a mem. 
her  of  a co-operntiTO  society,  hut  she  eann,t 
believe  in  the  Co-operative  Corfimonwealtl, 
which, -as  a true  co-operator,  she  should  know 
is  the  negative  to  the  present  capitalistic 
system.  The  Labour  Party  is  out  for  t|>3 
Co-operative  Commonwealth;  and  the  Tory 
and  Liberal  parties  for  the  conserving  of  the 
capitalistic  .system.  “Nuff  Sed  "^cannot 
sit  on  the  fence  these  days ; she  will  have 
to  declare  herself  or  he  left  at  the  post. 
Most  of  the  members  of  co-operative  socie- 
ties and  co-operative  guijds  who  detest  tho 
introduction  of  party  politics  hnve  been  out 
during  the  last  general  and  municipal 
elections  working  to  secure  the  return  of 
private  traders  and  men  who  believe  in 
private  enterprise  and  the  capitalistic 
system ; working  for  the  Co-operative 
Commonwealth  in  tlie  societies  and  guild, 
room,  or  should  he,  and.  outside  for  their 
downfall  by  supporting  the  capitalistic 
system . — Yours, 

Clayton.  M.  Pewthkss. 

For  Better  Political  Organisation. 

Dear  Madam, — As  a worker  at  the  by. 
election  and  at  the  recent  general  election 
at  Stockport,  I,  too,  was  amazed  to  see  so 
many  members  from  the  local  and  sur- 
rounding guild  branches  who  came  to  give 
assistance  in  the  fight  to  get  the  Co-opera- 
tive and  Labour  candidates  elected.  But 
these  helpers  were  used  in  such  a haphazard 
way  that  I thought  we  did  not  get  any- 
thing like  the  best  results  from  their 
labours. 

I met  women  at  the  committee  rooms 
who  gave  every  moment  possible  to  their 
work.  Imagine  the  disappointment  to 
those  who  did  work  and  to  those  sending  in 
their  names  (but  whose  services  were  not 
required)  when  through  lack  of  organisa- 
tion the  best  is  not  obtained.  I agree  with 
Mrs.  Taylor  that  there  should  be  an  active 
policy  in  developing  gnild  branches,  but 
after  the  work  which  our  Women’s  Guild 
has  done  in  organising  schools,  conferences, 
and  sending  out  speakers,  it  is  up  to  the 
local  political  councils  to  see  that'  the  best 
use  is  made  of  these  guild  workers.  I aiu 
writing  not  as  a critic  of  any  one  person’s 
work,  but  as  a plea  that  the  machinery  of 
the  movement  may  be  better  organised. 
— Yours,  ' L.  Matthews, 

Lancashire  Member,  Guild  Central 
Committee. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

ments  are  all  very  well  in  their  places,  but 
they  should  not  divide  us  as  co-operators. 
If.  in  all  these  things  we  can  only  allow 
others  the  same  freedom  of  thought  as  we 
claim  for  ourselves,  we  can  learn  to  admire 
each  other’s  sincerity,  although  detesting 
their  creeds. — Yours  very  sincerely. 

E.  A.  Wheelfr. 

40,  Broadwater-avenue,  Letchworth. 


bread  crumbs,  Jib.  currants,  Jib.  raisins, 
Jib.  suet,  Jib.  sugar,  2 large  apples  (grated), 
2oz.  candied  mixed  peel.  4 eggs  or  less,  a 
little  milk;  stenm  six  hours. 

The  Guild  President's  Mincemeat.— Mrs. 

Prosser  (the  Guild  President)  writes.  — " la 
making  mincemeat,  I always  cook  the  apples, 
finding  the  mincemeat  better,  and  keeps 
quite  well.”  31b.  raisins,  21b.  currants,  Jib. 
candied  peel  (mixed),  21b.  Demerara  sugar, 
small  packet  spice,  half  a grated  nutmeg, 
;!lb.  beef  kidney  suet,  juice  and  grated  rind 
of  2 lemons,  juioe  and  grated  rind  of  2 
oranges,  half-a-teaspoonful  essence  of 
almonds,  41b.  apples. 


C.W.S.  PUDDINGS  AND  MINCEMEAT. 


True  co-operative  housewives  like  to  prepare  their  Christmas  fare  at  home, 
as  the  . pudding  and  mincemeat  recipes  in  the  December  “ Woman’s  Outlook  ” 
and  in  our  “ Women’s  Pages  ” testify,  when,  of  course,  everything  is  from 
the  stores  and  of  C.W.S.  production. 

But  there  are  those  who  to-day,  knowing  how  good  and  beyond  reproach 
puddings  and  mincemeat  are  from  our  C.W.S.  factory  at  Middleton,  would 
rather  spend  their  time  in  other  directions  and  prefer  making  their  purchases 
of  such  things  at  their  stores. 

Our  grandmothers  would  have  described  such  a suggestion  as  ” prepos- 
terous.” But,  willy-nilly,  to  many  to-day  the  far-famed  C.W.S.  puddings  come 
as  a boon  and  a blessing.  And  they  are  famed — a fact  vouched  for  by  the  four  to 
five  Tons  being  turned  out  weekly  from  the  Middleton  factory  during  this 
season. 

Even  if  you  are  making  your  own  puddings,  there  will  come  the  emer- 
gency when  an  extra  pudding  will  be  required ; so  plan  to  include  a Middleton 
one  for  that  occasion.  ’ These  Middleton  puddings  are  made  with  sun-kissed 
apples  from  the  C.W.S.'  Roden  fruit  farms,  the  popular  C.W.S.  suet  “ Sutox,' 
raisins  and  currants  from  Greece,  milk  and  cream  from  the  C.W.S.  dairies, 
C.W.S.  “ Sun  ” flour,  and  Middleton’s  “ own  ” candied  peel.  Their  popularity  is 
assured,  and  yoij  can  imagine  the  kiddies’  ecstasy  when,  garnished  with  the  usual 
sprig  of  holly,  the  steaming  dish  is  brought  forth,  and  proclaimed,  ” Nearly 
as  good  as  mummy’s.” 

Mincemeat  is  another  Middleton  speciality,  of  which  twenty  tons  are 
turned  out  weekly  by  our  jam  work  lassies.  This  iu  itself  speaks  volumes 
to  its  popularity.  Do  he  sure  and  purchase  a lib.  or  21b.  jar  (glass,  by  tho 
way),  if  only  to  try  this  celebrated  dainty  production.  Attention  is  given  to 
the  minutest  detail,  cleanliness  and  purity  being  absolutely  assured. 

Then  all  our  women  readers  will  be  immensely  delighted  with  the  dainty 
boxes  of  mixed  peel,  two  thousand  gross  of  which  are  turned  out  weekly  during 
the  season.  * 

But  even  these  good  things  do  not  complete  the  list  of  products  which 
“Middleton”  can  supply.  Thence  also  come  those  famous  pickles,  M.P.  and 
J.l*.  sauces,  vinegar,  apple  jelly  (do  not  forget  it!),  bottled  fruits,  and, 
most  important  of  all,  jam — yes,  jam,  the  best  and  cheapest  on  the  market. 
All  these  things  can  he  purchased  at  your  stores,  and  just  now,  when  our 
women-folk  look  to  their  laurels  as  jam  sandwich  makers,  Middleton  rasp- 
berry preserve  should  be  included  in  all  grocery  orders.  More  t rade  is  needed  ; 
workers  want  employment;  and  if  our  sooieties  do  not  know  what  “ increased 
loyalty”  really  means,  it  is  up  to  the  women  to  show  them  by  deed  as  well 
as  word. 


Continued  in  next  column. 

THE  FESTIVE  PUDDING.  SSL**. 


Deckmukr  9,  19-2. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


WOMEN?  PAGES. 

URGENT  AND  IMPORTANT. 

HAMMERING  OUT  THE  HOUSING  QUESTION. 

LANCASHIRE  AND  SOUTHERN  WOMEN  GIVE  THEIR 
VIEWS. 


Two  more  Guild  sectional  conferences  on  "Housing"  have  taken  place 
during  the  past  week  the  Lancashire  and  Southern — when  women  co-operators 
f®rsovna|  knowledge  to  bear  upon  the  problem.  Again 
fSifld  n?  other  organisation  but  the  Women’s 
Co-operative  Guild  could  tackle  this  subject,  and  Miss  Webh  (Southern  Section) 
put  in  a plea  for  the  self-helpful  methods  of  co-operation;  while. Mrs.  Austey 
roused  the  Southern  gathering  to  the  urgency  of'  the  question  by  declaring 
she  could  shake  the  whole  lot  of  women  for  their  apathy." 
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FOR  A BIG  CAMPAIGN. 


PLEAS  FOR  THE  HOMELESS. 


Mrs.  Matthews  (Central  Committee 
member)  occupied  the  chair  at  the  Lanca- 
shire Sectional  Guild  conference^  held  in  the 
Mitchell  Memorial  Hall  on  Saturday  last, 
and  explained  that  the  Central  Committee 
intended  these  conferences  to  be  the  begin- 
ning of  a big  national  campaign  on  housing. 

Among  those  present  on  the  platform 
vritli  her  were  Airs.  Russell  (secretary),  Mrs. 
Yearn  (Oldhaml,  Airs.  Beavan  (Gorton), 
Mrs.  Al’Ard  and  Mrs.  Daniels  (Liverpool), 
ami  Airs.  Harsent  (Colwyn  Bay);  Mrs. 
Proudfoot  being  absent 
through  sickness. 

Councillor  Mellor  (of 
Manchester),  as  speaker, 
said  crime,  immorality, 
and  disease  were  direct 
results  of  bad  housing 
' conditions.  The  Govern- 
ment granted  forty- 
two  million  pounds  per 
year  to  local  authorities 
for  the  treatment  of 
various  diseases,  and 
fourteen  millions  was 
expended  annually  in 
combating  tuberculosis. 

How  much  wiser  were 
the  money  to  be  spent 
in  providing  sanitary 
houses  and  demolishing 
the  slums.  As  a magis- 
trate, fifty  cases  had 
been  brought  before  him  of  young  people 
applying  for  separation  allowances,  the  re- 
sult of  living  with  others.  Sir  Alfred  Mond 
said  : “ Affection  should  be  strong  enough 
between  young  people  to  make  life  in  a 
single  room  enjoyable.”  (Derisive  laughter.) 
In  the  case  of  one  unscrupulous  landlady 
drawing  £4  10s.  weekly  from  furnished 
rooms  in  a filthy  and  -insanitary  condition, 
the  City  Council  were  unable  to  take  action 
because  the  rent  of  a single  room  was  not 
less  than_10s.  a week.  The  by-law  with 
regard  to  the  rent  limit  had  now,  for- 
tunately, been  altered. 

Instances  of  overcrowding  were  also  given. 

A Government  which  could  spend  money  on 
expeditions  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
life  should  bo  “ pushed  ’’  for  increased  con- 
structive work,  and  no  other  organisation 
could  do  this  better  than  the  Women’s  Co- 
operative Guild. 

Homes  or  Battleships? 

The  cost  of  building  was  dropping. 
What  cost  one  thousand  pounds  eighteen 

1 months  ago  could  now  be  secured  by 
the  City  Council  for  four  or  five  hundred 
pounds. 

Mrs.  Dawson  (Harpurhey  and  Aloston) 
told  of  one  woman  paying  14s.  a week  for 
a single  room  being  turned  into  the  street 
because  she  would  not  pay  Is.  a week  more. 
Mrs.  Townsend  (Warrington)  thought 
i evor.v  guild  should  send  a protest  against 
the  wretched  housing  conditions  to  their 
Tow  n or  Urban  District  Councils,  and 
, Jn,|uired  the  meaning  of  an  economic  rent. 

[ economic  rent  was  one  which  covered 

i the  entire  cost,  the  speaker  replied. 

[ Airs.  Ellison  (Bolton)  asked  for  a scheme 
i to  eliminate  the  speculative  builder. 

" Return  to  j'our  councils  men  not  in- 
terested  in  property,"  was  the-  answer, 
r Aire.  Billings,  JtP.  (Liverpool),  asked  if 
the  land  prohlem  had  not  a great  deal  to  do 
with  the  high  prices  of  houses. 

I Airs.  Scott  (Stockport),  nfter  stating  that 
i Eoorl  housing  was  as  important  as  good 
I loads,  referred  to  the  futility  of  sanatorium 
I treatment  when  patients  returned  to  the 
I <anie  wretched  conditions. 

Mrs.  Handburn  (Walkden)  considered 
Municipal  finance  had  much  to  do  with  the 
Housing  scarcity. 

“reduction  for  profit,  instead  of  use,  had 
created  the  housing  problem,  said  Airs. 
•u’Ard  (Sectional  Council).  The  Liverpool 
I u Council  hod  received  estimates  from 
t he  Building  Guild  at  £200  u house  less  than 
-lioso  of  the  private  contractors.  Cancelling 
11  bousing  scheme,  the  London  County  Coun- 
c*l  compensated  the  contractor  to  the  extent 
01  £40  nor  house;  but  the  unemployed  work- 
s'll only  received  “ dole"  and  Is.  per  week 
°r  each  child.  Thirty-two  thousand  houses 
£500  each  could  be  erected  at  the  same 
/?,''*  as  the  two  bnttleships  now  being  built. 

, Itrios  of  “ Shame.") 

. Mik.  Harsent  (Sectional  Council)  moved 
he  vote  of  thnnks,  and  told  how,  as  one 
J1.1.1  was  “ homeless,"  she  had  been  com- 
infi  ■ *°  ceso,  t bo  tent  life.  Stables  were 
C)i  - super*01‘  to  80,110  present-day 

gJV.rRi  Yearn  (Oldham),  seconding,  de- 
''i  the  money  spent  in  sanatoria,  ae.  a. 
c°mplote  farce. 

Xrn8,  Barriscale  (Birkenhead)  and  Mrs. 
,l’er  (Liverpool)  also  spoke. 


"COULD  SHAKE  THE  LOT." 


ATTACK  ON  APATHY. 


The  Southern  Sectional  conference  fol- 
lowed quickly  upon  the  South-Eastern 
gathering,  which  was  reported  last  week. 

On  this  occasion  Mrs.  Allen  (C.C.  member) 
was  in  the  chair,  and  Captain  Reiss  (the 
speaker)  dealing  with  the  subject  of  " Hous- 
ing and  Its  Relation  to  Taxation  and  Unem- 
ployment " along  the  lines  already  reported, 
strengthened  his  appeal  to  the  delegates  by 
urging  that  housing  was  essentially  a 
woman’s  question.  The  position  to-day  was 
at  least  ns  bad  as  in  1919,  and  the  shortage 
of  houses  was  particu- 
larly of  the  type  most 
needed  by  the  workers — 
the  home  with  living 
room,  kitchen,  and  three 
bedrooms.  Spending 
money  wisely  in  building 
houses  he  set  against  the 
wasteful  expenditure  on 
doles  and  poor-reliof. 
He  did  not  think  the 
workers  could  ever  meet 
a rent  which  would  pro- 
vide an  “ economic  " re- 
turn ; but  the  whole 
community  should  share 
the  burden,  getting  their 
return  in  relief  of  unem- 
ployment charges,  im- 
proved health  services, 
— and  savings  on  sickness, 

,,  — crime,  and  the  poor-rate. 

Jveep  on  hammering  at  a reasonable 
thing,"  he  advised,  “ and  provide  from  your 
own  experience  concrete  illustrations." 

Airs.  Leighton  dealt  with  the  insufficiency 
and  unsuitability  of  housing,  and  quoted 
figures  to  show  the  evils  of  overcrowding 
upon  the  infant  mortality  and  general  health 
conditions.  " We  desire  to  be  consulted  in 
House  planning.”  she  urged.  • The  inade- 
quacy of  accommodation  for  cleanliness  . 
makes  it  impossible  for  great  numbers-  of 
women  to  keep  their  homes  decent,  and  the 
whole  community  suffers."  * 

Airs.  Dolley  (Surbiton)  said  she  had  been 
on  a housing  committee,  and  suggested  deep 
sinks  splash  boards,  and  glass  doors  be 
provided.  But  all  such  suggestions  were 
ignored  on  the  score  of  “ expense." 

Empty  Houses. 

Airs.  Austey  (Camberwell)  thought  all 
empty  property  should  be  rated. 

Captain  Reiss  replied  that  this  was  an 
optional  matter,  and  councils  were  very 
hard  to  move. 

Airs.  Bennett  (Charlton  Village)  asked  if 
it.  was  compulsory  to  accept  the  lowest 
tender. 

The  speaker  replied  that  this  was  not  so, 
unless  the  lowest  tender  met  all  the  condi- 
tions required. 

Airs.  Reid  (South  Metropolitan  District 
secretary)  asked  why  the  rents  of  muni- 
cipal houses  were  so  high. 

" Because  the  Government  failed  to  deal 
with  profiteering,'"  was  the  reply. 

A number  of  pertinent  questions,  touch- 
ing on  housing  scheme  bonds,  compulsory 
purchase  of  land,  a capital  levy,  and  the 
Budding  Guilds,  were  asked  and  answered. 

Captain  Reiss  considered  the  Building 
Guilds  a movement  which  all  should  watch 
■caretully  and  help  to  keep  on  right  lines. 
One  great  danger  was  the  creeping  in  of 
petty  jealousies  and  possibly  mistaken 
expansions  of  local  into  a National  Guild. 

In  the  discussion  a number  of  striking 
examples  of  bad  housing  and  short-sighted  - 
municipal  policies  were  brought  out.  such 
as  a mother  and  ten  children  living  in  two 
rooms,  and  a father  and  mother  and  three 
daughters  having  to  exist  in  a tent  for  lack 
of  a house  of  any  sort. 

Aliss  Webb  called  the  attention  of  the 
conference  to  co-operative  possibilities  for 
building  houses  planned  by  those  who  would 
live  in  them. 

Mrs.  Tucker  (Council),  moving  a vote  of 
thanks,  thought  the  conference  would  give 
the  Guild  a fresh  impetus  to  take  up  the 
question. 

Airs.  Ca Hagan,  seconding,  said  the  Health 
Ministry  should  be  tackled  first. 

Airs.  Toon  supported  this  step,  while  Mrs. 
Austey  (Lambeth)  waxed  hot  and  indignant 
with  the  apathy  of  co-operators  and  other 
workers  in  allowing  these  things  to  go  on. 

“ I could  shake  the  whole  lot  of  you.”  she 
exclaimed. 

If  the  conference  was  not  shaken,  It  was 
sincerely  impressed  with  the  urgency  and 
importance  of  the  housing  question. 


The  Coalville  Guild  has  - handed  to  the 
local  War  Memorial  Committee  over  £310. 
and  have-expressed  n hope  that,  the  memorial 
might  take  the  form  of  a cottage  hospital. 


BOLTON  IN  FANCY  DRESS 

“WOMAN’S  OUTLOOK  " ANl>  C.W.S. 
MARCH  TOGETHER. 

i a ^eceli'  fiincy-.liess  dunce,  organi  c.! 

•Y  t,le  Bolton  educational  committee  munv 
co-operators  turned  up  in  gala  attire’  while 
the  numerous  and  arresting  costumes  ad- 
vertising C.W.S.  productions  added  many  a 
gay  touch  of  colouring  to  the  animated 
scene.  A most  interesting  example  of  thc- 
art  of  combining  business  with  pleasure  wns 
seen  in  the  baking  powder  stall,  contrived  hv 
society's  chemist). 

n lute  as  snow,  light  as  a feather," 
said  the  tickets  advertising  this  particular 
commodity  of  the  Bolton  Society,  nud  .VDioro 
appropriate  testimony  could  not  he  desired 
than  the  show  cakes  made  with  the  special 
8|d.  per  Jib.  baking  powder. 

It  was  during  the  grand  "inarch  past" 
that  one  caught  occasional  glimpses  of  that 
character  so  dear  to  all  our  hearts — 
" ” Oman’s  Outlook."  A black  satin  dress 
made  demure  with  lace  cap  and  apron,  was 
an  ideal  background  for  tile  " pink  lady  " 
covers  which  have  appeared  on  our  mnga- 
ziue.  But  there  were  other  co-opemcive 
products  represented,  including  "Silver 
Seal,"  in  purple  and  yellow  • " C.W.S  Jam," 
brilliantly  conceived  in  black  and  rod ; 
“ Luton  Chocolate, ’’  " Wheatsheaf," 

“ Uuitas  Handkerchief,"  "China  Tea," 
" Boot  Black,”  and  a hundred  others 
worthy  of  recommendation.  Judging  re- 
sulted in  the  following  being  named  lucky 
prize-winners:— Mr.  Edmund  Hargreaves 
(“  Tea  ");  Miss  Joyce  Price  (“C.W.S. 
Jam  ’ );  Aliss  Edith  Lee  ("  Purple  Seal  ")  ■ 
Airs.  Florence  Blackley  ("  Nation’s  .Tea- 
pot ") ; Airs.  Smith  ("Marmalade”);  Aliss 
A.  Birch  ("  Crumpsall  Biscuits”). 


EVOLUTION  NOT 

REVOLUTION. 

CO-OPERATIVE  PARTY  AND 
POLITICS. 

The  last 
Conference 
Airs.  AI  Kii 
chair.  Air 
dent)  and  A 
committee) 

200  delegate 
Close 


Hie  Co-operative  Party,  she  said,  stood 
not  for  red  revolution,  but  natural  evolu- 
tion. Co-operation  sought  through  th 
legislative  chamber  to  attain  the  Co  opera 
tive  Commonwealth.  Co-operative  politic'1 
had  become  a necessity.  Co-operators 
wanted  a complete -change  in  intematijncl 
relations,  a league  of  peoples,  and  opc. 
diplomacy.  She  referred  to  the  economic 
lc-sults  Of  the  war;  the  difficulties  of  ex- 
change values;  nud  the  necessity  of  reduc- 
ing the  war  debts.-  Housing,  economi 
rents,  hygiene,  maternity  and  child  welfare, 
old-age  pensions,  were  dealt  with.  An  edu- 
cated motherhood  was  a present-day  neces- 
sity. The  day  would  come  -when  women 
would  determine  whether  nations  should 
go  to  war. 

On  account  of  the  many  letters  received 
and  the  reports  of  two  sectional  conferences, 
we  are  obliged  to  hold  over  an  article  on 
Housing  and  items  of  news. 


C-WS  Soaps 

* LOW  IN  PRICE  *. 
HIGH  IN  QUALITY 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 

IRLAM  MANCHESTER 

DUNST0N,  SILVERTOWN 
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THE  BEST  T FOR  BOOTS 


A CHRISTMAS  BOX  ? 


i A Year  of  ‘Outlooks.’ 

I 

Surprise  Mother 
::  with  our 

] NEW  YEAR  NUMBER  \ 
l on  Christmas  Day.  j 


January  Number  Out  Shortly. 


South  Northumberland  District 
was  held  at  Ashington,  wliti. 
3 Vric€'President)  occupied  tin 

s.  Marshall  (local  branch  pre-si- 
Ir  Samuel  Smart  (immngcmcm 
welcomed  the  delegates.  Ov  • 
s were  present  to  ii-ten  to  Air* 
nl  Committee,  and  a memhe.-  ,, 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

fConRF-SPONDtNTS  are  requested  to  write  In  ,n}|*  ®* 
one  side  of  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly, 
ago,  sox,  occupation,  r.nd  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
• noma-de-phuiio " or  Initials,  but  also  *»*»««“ 
r.nmc*  and  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acute 
renditions  or  coses  requiring  to  bo  sceu  can  «•“; 
ridered.  Address,  "Tho  Dootor,"  " Co-opcrutlvo  News. 

1.0 n g Hillgato,  iloccheatcx.  1 

“ Nose." — For  the  trouble  in  the  nose  use 
i glass  nasal  irrigator,  with  compound 
glycerine  of  thymol  of  the  British  Phar- 
maceutical Codex;  and  have  tho  throat 
painted  three  times  a day  with  glycerine 
and  tannic  acid. 

“Household  Duties  "and  “ P.UZzled  ” 
(two  noms  de  plume). — The  “ flooding  with 
water  ” of  which  you  complain  is  probably 
i nervous  condition,  which  will  vary 
according  to  the  state  of  your  general 
health  and  the  quantity  of  liquid  you  have 
taken  before  going  to  bed.  Try  taking  no 
liquid  of  any  kind,  especially  tea,  coffee, 
md  milk,  for  two  hours  before  that,  and 
ion’t  worry  about  it. 

“Semper  Idem." — Rheumatism  is  prob- 
bly  the  cause  of  your  symptoms,  for  which 
l would  suggest  the  following  mixture : — 
Salicylate  of  soda,  2 drachms ; bicarbonate 
f potash,  2 drachms;  tincture  of  colehi- 
um,  1 drachm;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 
Iracnins ; infusion  of  eolumba  to  8 ounces. 
One  tablespoonful  three -times  a dny  for  a 
week  at  a time ; to  be  discontinued  for  a 
week,  and  resumed  if  necessary. 

“Lute  Player." — Your  symptoms  are 
due  to  nothing- abnormal,  indicate  nothing 
serious,  and  your  treatment  is  perfectly 
ill  light,  viz.,  washing  away  the  deposit, 
which  is  perfectly  natural,  and  practising 
strict  cleanliness.  For  the  itching,  use 
coracic  acid  lotion,  made  by  dissolving  a 
iea&poonful  of  boracic  acid  powder  in  eight 
junces  of  warm  water.  Many  thanks  for 
.our  commendation  cif  our  Medical  Column 
.is  giving  “ splendid  advice.” 

Emphysema  (“  Troubled  "). — If  you  have 
really  got  this,  you  are  to  be  pitied,  as  it 
s incurable,  aud  is  likely  to  become  pro- 
gressively worse  instead  of  better,  and  can 
ally  be  treated  by  leading  a life  of  “ ca’- 
anny-ness  ” in  all  you  do — walking  slowly 
-uphill  or  upstairs,  avoiding  hurrying  or 
carrying  weights,  and  never  worrying;  also 
avoiding  “ getting  cold,"  as  this  may  induce 
.atarrli  or  bronchitis,  whioh  will  aggravate 
die  condition  of  the  heart  and  lungs  which 
lias  caused  the  emphysema. 

Epilepsy  (“  Pertinax  "). — Many  thanks 
tor  your  commendation  of,  and  your  interest 
in,  our  Medical  Column;  but  I am  sorrv  to 
have  to  express  an  unfavourable  opinion 
upon  the  question  of  the  “cure"  of  your 
.laughter  of  sixteen  years  of  age  of  epilepsy, 
ven  by  the  gentleman  who  professes  to  do 
-o.  Candour  compels  me  to  confess  that 
•pilepsy  is  practically  incurable  by  any  pro- 
fessional medical  treatment,  and  it  is  much 
less  likely  to  be  cured  by  one  wbo  is  prac- 
tically a quack;  and  to  begin  with  him  is,  I 
fear,  to  indulge  in  a false  hope  and  waste 
your  money ; and  I speak  after  many  years’  __ 
experience.  I am  heert-sorry  for  the  girl 
.md  for  you,  but  “ magna  est  veritas  " ; and 
it  is  better  to  be  candid  in  such  cases  than 
to  tell  a “ flattering  tale." 

"Albert.” — For  the  6c*ar  on  the  lip  I 
fear  but  little  can  be  done  to  get  rid  of  it. 
The  change  of  diet  I would  recommend  for 
you  would  be  to  minimise  the  amount  of 
the  sweet  things,  the  sauces,  and  the  con- 
diments you  indulge  in,  which,  as  you 
yourself  suggest,  are  “ not  good  for  the 
blood."  I presume  you  take  a good  deal 
too  much  meat,  which  is  also  not  good  for 
you,  especially  when  you  take  “ little  or 
practically  no  exercise.”  What  I should 
advise  would  be  more  exorcise,  less  meat, 
less  sweets,  sauces,  and  condiments,  more 
vegetables,  with  a good  basin  of  oatmeal 
porridge  and  milk  for  one  meal  a day,  pre- 
ferably at  supper-time. 

“Sufferer.” — The  removal  of  the  uterus 
and  ovaries  is  apt  to  produce  a depressing 
change  in  the  patient’s  general  condition; 
and  though  the  symptoms  for  which  tho 
operation  was  performed  may  be  removed, 
others  may  result  from  it,  such  as  those 
you  complain  of ; and  for  these  little  but 
palliation  is  sometimes  possible,  as  in  your 
ca.se,  and  your  doctor  should  be  able  to 
prescribe  for  these.  Many  thanks  for 
vour  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  our 
paper. 

“Alexis.” — The  history  you  give  of 
your  deafness  is  not  very  encouraging  or 
hopeful  of  “cure,”  even  by  means  of  the 
treatment  you  inquire  about,  and  I fear  it 
is  only  another  of  the  numerous  quack 
frauds  so  often  advertised.  If  your 
“ case  ” has  been  pronounced  incurable  by 
■ competent  specialist,  it  is  very  unlikely 
that  it  is  curable  by  such  means  as  you 
detail,  and  I should  strongly  advise  you 
to  save  your  money  and  make  up  your 
mind  to  “ grin  and  bide  " your  unfortunate 
disability. 


SPEND  CHRISTMAS 

AT 

CHEVIN  HALL, 


TERMS 


9s.  per  day. 


Applications  for  rooms  to  be  made  direct 
to  Mrs.  Clark,  Chevin  Hall,  Otley,  near 
Leeds. 


CALENDAR. 


DECEMDER. 

National  Co-opornllvo  Publishing  Society. — 
Meeting  of  the  ShorelioUlorH,  on  (lie  Premises 
of  the  Wholesale  Society,  balloon-street, 
Manchester,  at  3 p.jn.  prompt. 

Northern  Section.—  South  Durham  nnd  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  District^ Conference,  on 
the  Jubilee  Hall  Premises,  Locds-slreet, 
Stock  ton -ou-Tccs,  at  2-45  p.Tn.  Subject  tor 
discussion  : " The  Organisation  ot  Retail  Dis- 
tributive Societies  in  Relation  to  Present-day 
Com  pelt  Mon.”  . Reader  of  Professor  Hall's 
paper,  Mr.  A.  Stoddart  (sectional  secretary). 

North-Western  Section  (Manchester  District 
Association). — Special  . Conference,-  on  the 
C.W.S.  Premises,  Balloon-si  reot,  Manchester, 
at  2-45  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Trade 
Campaign." 

North-Western  Section.— Nortli  Lancashire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Co-operative  Lesser 
Hall,  Ohurch-stToet,  Lancaster,  nt  3 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : " TIip  Principles  and 
Purposes  of  Co-operative  Trade";  lo  be  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Hobson  (Lancaster). 

North-Western  Section.— Huddersfield  District 
Conference,  in  the  Baptist  Schoolroom,  Milns- 
liridge,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
•'  The  Trade  Campaign.”  Paper  by  jMr.  X. 
W.  Mercer  (Co-opcrnlive  Union). 

North-Western  Section  (North-East  Lancashire 
District  Association). — Special  Conference,  on 
tiie  Co-operative  Premises.  Town  Hall-street, 
Blackburn,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" The  Corporation  Profits  Tax  io  be  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Hyrid  (secretary,  Fnilsworth 
Society). 

Men’s  Guild  (Mid-Yorks.  District  Council).— 
Conference  on  the  Co-operntfve  Premises, 
Cleckheaton,  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discus- 
sion : " Trade  and  Membership." 1 Speaker, 
Mr.  J.  C.  Oration  (Leeds). 

.'  Women's  • Guild. — Beds,  and  Bucks.  District 
Conference,  'at  Bletchley  Hall,  at  2 p.m. 
Subject  for  discussion  : “ Taxation  : How  it 
A fleets  the  Consumer."  Speaker,  Mrs.  Hood, 
J.P.  (Sectional  Council  member). 

. Women's  Guild.— South-Western  Sectional 
Conference,  nt.  Plymouth  Chambers,  Ply- 
mouth, at  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" Housing."  Speaker,  Miss  Mabel  TotliiU 
(Bristol). 

Women's  Guild  (Birmingham  and  Coventry 
‘ District).— One  Day's  School,  in  the  Co- 
operative Hall,  Coventry-read,  Small  Heath, 
Birmingham. 

Midland  Section  (Leicester  and  Coventry  Dis- 
trict Associations). — Joint  Conference,  in  the 
Assembly  Ro6:us,  Locjchurst  Lane,  Coventry, 
at '3  p.nu.  Subject  for  discussion:  “ Kfll- 
- cient  Trading  Methods."  Speaker,  Mr. 
William  Millerchip  (Midland  Sectional 
Board’,. 

North  - Western  Educational  Association 
(Macclesfield  Group). — Conference  in  tho 
Co-operative  Hall,  Mill-street,  Corglcton,  at- 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Education 
in  the  Co-operative 'Movement."  Address  by 
Mr.  Ellison  (Co-operative  Union).; 

North-Western  ' Section.— Calderdale  District 
Conference,  in  the  Primitive  Methodist  Sun- 
day School,  Mythnlmroyd,  ift  3 n.m.  Subject 
for  discussion’:  “The  Principles -and  Pur- 
pose of  Co-operative  Trade."  Paper  by  Mr. 
T.  W.  Mercer  (Publications  Department,  Co- 
operative Union). 

Worth-Western  Section. — South  Yorkshire  Dis- 
trict Conference,  in  the  Co-operative 
Restaurant,  Barnsley  at  3 p.m.  Subject,  for 
discussion:  "The  \Trrk  of  a District  Asso- 
ciation, with  Special  Reference  to  the  Recom- 
mendations ot  the  National  Trade  Commit- 
tee.” Speaker.  Mr.  F.  Langmead  (district 
secretary). 

Southern  Education  Association.— Conference  in 
tho  Assembly  Hall,  09.  Lemon-street.  London, 
F,.,  nt  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dioouraion  : 
“ Adult  Education."  Speaker,  Professor 
Fred  Hall.  M.A.  (Co-operative  Union), 

Women's  Guild.— Midland  Sectional,  Conference, 
in  the  Cooperative  Hall,  Exchange-street, 
Derby,  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
" Housing.”  Speaker,  "Mrs.  Bain  (C.C.). 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


UNION  OF  DISTRIBUTIVE 
>&  ALLIED  WOSKERS-Ths  N.U.D.A.W 

‘‘THE  NEW  DAWN” 
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The  " Readable  " Trade  Union 
Paper.  Published  lodnighdy 
(on  Saturdays).  Prico  2d. 
irom  branch  ie:relaries.  nr  3d. 
post  free  (rom  Cen'raJ  Office — 
" Oakley,"  Wilrmlow  R ad, 
Fallow&eld,  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


OLDHAM  INDUSTRIAL  COOPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED.— Wanted,  good  MAN  lor  high-class 
Confectionery;  accustomed  to  hot  plate  goods. — Apply, 
Manager,  Mnrket-placc  Bakery,  Olaluun. 

SMART  MAN  Wanted  to  take  charge- of  ^Traffic  De- 
partment;  must  understand  horses,  ci>sting,  &c.— 
Applications,  slating  age,  wages  required,  experience, 
and  references,  lo  l>e  addressed  lo  Secretary,  Droylsdon 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Market-street,  DtToylsdcn, 
Manchester,  not  later  than  Wednesday,  December  13th, 
endorsed  " Traffic."  ^ 

THE  Committee  of  tho  Epping  Society  beg  to  tliunk 
nil  applicants  for  the  ]>ositions  recently  adver- 
tised for  BRANCH  MANAGER  and  GENERAL  MAN- 
AGER, and  to  state  the  positions  are  now  filled. 


THE  WHALEY  BRIDGE  AND  BUXTON  CO-OPERA- 
TIVE  SOCIETY  LTD.— Wanted,  smart  SALES- 
MAN (or  butchor's  motor  sales  van  for  Buxton  and 
district. — Apply  by  letter,  stating  age  and  experience, 
with  two  references,  to  the  Committee,  Co-operative 
Society,  WiuileyJBridge. 

TRAVELLER  Required  to  call  upon  Co-operativa 
Societies  (Grocery  und  Provision)  exclusively; 
ex-co-operative  manager  or  person  with  sound  ex- 
perience in  the  movement  essential. — Apply  by  letter 
tp  the  Secretary,  Aplin  and  Barrett,  Sc.,  Ltd.,  33, 
Pnrk-rond,  London,  8.W.11. 


AMT  ANTED,  good,  reliable  BREAD  FOREMAN.  Also 
TV  DOUGH-MAKER;  able  to  produce  'flrsl-chiss 
loaf  regularly;  must  bo  used  to  modern  methods; 
Baker's  automatic  plunt;  good  references  essential; 
trade  190  sacks.— Apply  by  letter,  Manager,  Co-operutivo 
fjpeiety  Ltd.,  Wolverlianipton. 


WANTED,  smart  JUNIOR  ASSISTANT,  Grocery  and 
Provisions;  ago  18  to  20;  state  age,  wages,  and 
experience,  with  copies  oi  recent  reference*,  which 
will  not-  bo  returned. — Applications  to  bo  addressed 
to  tlie  Secretary,  Letohworth,  Ilitchin,  and  District 
Co-operative  Society  Lid.,  Letohworth,  Herts. 


WANTED,  MANAGING  SECr.ETARY  for  society  of 
<1,000  members;  sales  last  half-year  £46,000; 
usual  . departments  and  farm;  "Climax"  check  sys- 
tem; leakage  und  departmental  statistical  accounts  in 
operation;  stocks  at  market  value;  the  person  appointed 
will  be  responsible  lor  the  wMblo  of  the  society's  oj>era- 
tions,  and  must  be  a keen  buyer,  strict  dlscipliu-irian, 
and  capablo  organiser. — Applications,  stating  age,  ex- 
perience, Cooperatavo  Union  Ocrtifleatcs  held,  and 
copies  of  two  references,  io  reach  the  Look-burst  Lano 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Ilolmsdale-rond,  Oovontrv, 
by  Tuesday  morning,  December  12th,  endorsed  outside 
" Mnnnglng  Secrelary." 

WANTED,  MANAGER,  Grocer)'  and  Drapery  Busi- 
ness; annual  turnover,  £16,000.— Applications, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  ' required,  with 
copies  of  two  recent  testimonials,  not  later  than  Mon- 
day, December  16th,  to  Committee,  Co-operative  Society, 
Dovo  Holes,  Stockport, 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS,  BACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
—Societies  requiting  cfllclent  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  far  any  distributive  department, -apply, 
John  TuriNEUvOeneral  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Cierlu, 
Dflke  House,  Malet-strect,  Loudon,  W.0.1. 


BAKE^j. — -Societies  In  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales  requiring  Operativo  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  B.anpield,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operativo  Bakers  and 
Confectioners,  67,  ftydney-streot.  London,  8.W. 


Grocery  manager  or  general  manager  of 

Socioty  with -about  1,000  membera  necks'  CHANGE 
in  eastern  counties  early  in  N?w  Year;  life  experience; 
aged  42;  excellent  re  fere  noon,  also  recommendation 
from  C.W.S. , London;  would  tako  up  100  or  more 
slmre.s  with  suitable  society.— Box  68,  " Co-operative 
Nt>ws,"  Manchester. 


WANTED,.  Situation  as  MANAGER  or  MANAGING 
SECRETARY;  15  years'  experience;  8 years  ns 
manager ; ogod  33;  competent  ami  thoroughly  under- 
stands co-operative  trade;  holding  position  as  Manag- 
ing Secretary  at  present,  but'  desires  change. — Box  69, 
" Co-operative  News,".  Manchester. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Bigger  milk  production.— For  sale,  young 

PEDIGREE  BRITISH  FRIESIAN  BULL;  black 
and.  white;  born  October  18th,  1922;  dam,  " Moormarah 
Seabreeze  2nd”;  g.  dam,  " Twirling  Seabreeze  5th,". 
who  gave  over  1,700  gallons  of  milk  last  lactation.— 
Silsden  Co-operative  Society  Lid. 


B 


Bookman,  106u,  Port  land-road,  London,  W.ll. 


CHESTERFIELD  AND  DISTRICT  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY. — Male-Voice  Choirs  and  Concert  Parlies 
are  requested  to  send  estimates  and  full  particulars 
for  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL,  to  lake  place  in  March. — F. 
Rhodes,  45,  Clif ton-street,  Chesterfield. 


Devonshire  clotted  cream,  the  real  ihing, 
famous  the  world  over.  .Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prize.  National' Dairy 'Show, 
Lor.don;  produced  by  ibo  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation—Proprietors,  Exeter  _ Co-operative  and  Indus- 
trial Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

1710R  SALE,  "SIMPLEX"  BOOT-FINISHING  MA- 
OIUNE,  by  Keats  mid  Bexon;  dust  collector  and 
fittings  complete;  *66in.  shaft;  practically  new;  what 
offers?— Apply,  Co-operative  Society,  Luddenden,  Yorks. 

OR  SALE.  BAKER'S  VANS.  2 and  4 wheelers;  all 
ready  for  the  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  HAWKING 
VAN  on  ” Ford  " chassis. — Apply,  the  Leicester  Car- 
riage Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Marlow-xoad, 
Leicester. 


171011  SALE,  cheap,  “ Studebnker  " VAN;  1916-17; 

20  horse-power;  licence-  paid ; dynamo  lighting; 
machine  in  sound  running  order;  nir  tyres  good;  any 
trial.— Apply,  Co-operative  Society ( Leigh,  Lancs. 

FUNERAL  CARS  and  Improved  Light  Class 
HEARSES  and  COACHES',  various  designs; 
some  second  hand;  photos  free.— Cash  or  terms,  John 
Marston's  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradiord-street, 
Birmingham. 


HOW  to  cut  PAPER  LETTERS  and  . FIGURES  for 
making  attractive  window  displays  and  posters; 
patterns  and  method,  2s.  complete,  post  free. — " Primo  " 
(Dept.  B.),  27,  Clarendon-read,  Blackpool. 


Money  easily  earned  by  selling  rubber 

STAMPS. — Free  particulars  from  Richford's 
Ltd.,  Snow  Hill,  London,  E.C.1. 

MOTOR  HEARSE;  saloon;  latest  design  body  for 
three  purposes;  suit  any  chassis;  particulars 
free.— Marston's  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford- 
strect,  Birmingham. 


ON  SALE,  ITTUNGON  SCREEN  for  Boot  and 
Shoe  Department;  upholstered'  in.  Morocco 
leather;  lead  lights  in  buck  and  sides;  Indies'  and 
gents'  department*;  in  new  condition;  to  bo  sold 
cheap.— Billington  and  WhnJIey  Co-operative  Socioty. 
PEND  CHRISTMAS  AT  SCARBOROUGH  .-Tindall’s 
boarding  house,  3,  Blenheim-terrace.  Speciul 
Christmas  terms  and  fare. 


VACCINATION  dues  not  prevent  or  mitigate  smallpox, 
nnd  is  seriously  dangerous,  especially  to  the  poorer 
class  of  workers.  Urge  your  M.I’.’s  to  sfop  employers 
forcing  it  on  their  employees. — Leaflets,  2s.  4<1.  per 
100,  A.  Z.  Marriott,  6,  Sackville-street,  Reading. 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  In  Leeds  to  DINK 
•t  tho  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society’s 
Restaurant. 


WHIST  SCORE  CARDS. — Superior,  -.modern,  attrac- 
tive; 250,  4s.  6d.;  1,000,  14s.,  post  free.— 
Scott's,  32,  Crown-avenue,  Clydebank,  Glasgow. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DAYS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  THE  BAKERY. 

Made  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONCE,  The  Bakery  Fitter,  Pendleton. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manufac- 
turing SOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  <f  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (for  Tailoring 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Address,  Fui.ton  Street,  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  836. 


ENTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Liocnsed  by  L.C.C.). — Write  for  -artistes 
to  R.  HibbeRD,  66.  Great  Prescot t-streStj-  London,  E.l. 

A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

MR.  WILL  CARTER'S  " MERRIE  MIMICS."— 
An  original  allow.  Great  success  this  season. 
Refinement  guaranteed.  We  cater  for  all  nnd  oflond 
none.  Christmas  and  New  Year  still  open.  Terms 
moderate;  distnneo  no  object.— 15..V  Wurwick-street, 
Hulmc,  Manchester.  'Plione  1163  Central. 


THE  NEW  PATENT 


BALL-VALVE 

VACUUM  CLOTHES  WASHER 

is  the  greatest  washing-day  boon  ever  invented, 
it  abolishes  all  the  dread  of  washing  with  ils 
laborious  toil  and  backache.  Clothes 
are  washed  in  a quarter  oi  the  lime. 

NO  BOILING. 

NO  RUBBING. 

Made  oi  SOLID  COPPER  to  Iasi 
a LIFETIME.  Price  19s-  6d. 
,00.000  Satisfied  Purchase*!. 
Obtainable  (rom  Co-opeiative  Stores 
throughout  Great  Briuin.  Wholesale 
only  irom  C.\V.  S..  Manchester. 
Bristol,  arid  London. 


TH0S.  LISTER  & Co.  Ltd. 

Valve  Makers,  ^ 

Hydraulio  & Rofrlgarating  Engineers 

Perseverance  Works,  BRIGHOUSE 


Makers  of  High-class  Boiler  Mountings  and 
Engine  Fittings.  B and 


Patent 


Machinery 


Butchers, 
Game, 
Provision, 
and 

Poultry 
Dealor9, 
Baoon  & Ham 
Curers, 
Dairies, 
&c, 

MECHANICAL  REFRIGERATION 

Temperature  is  always  under  easy  control,  aud  is 
maintained  above-or  below  freezing  point. 
Cooling  Power  can  always  b!  available. 

Hydraulic 
Presset, 

Intensifies, 

Hydraulic  Valves 
and  Fittinys. 

Contractors  to 
Admiralty 
and 

I Far  Office. 

Telephone : 51 , Brigh:uso.  Telegram*  "bister,  Bri 
Code:  A.B.C.  5th  Edition. 

Manchester  Roynl  Exchange,  Pillar  12  B. 


FULL  of 
ENERGY! 


HoYIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it* 


North-Western 
Co-operative 
Convalescent 
Homes  Association 
Limited. 

The  DEWSBURY 
PIONEERS’  IN- 

DUSTRIAL  SOCIE- 
TY Ltd.  respectfully 
request  the  support  of 

shareholding  societies 

for  Mr.  . • • 


Arthur  F.  Wilson 

Mr.  WILSON  has  been  on  th.  Co“mItt« 
of  Management  and  Education  <1  Commi  e , 
over  eleven  years.  He  is  a man  o . 
judgment,  and  in  every  way  qualities 
position  to  which  he  is  nominated. 

VOTE  FOR  WILSON,  OF 
DEWSBURY. 


Uecfmher  9,  1922. 
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NIH1TY 


BRAND 

Ladies’  an  I (ie  :ts 


HDSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


ManufaclurtJ  by  th - 
WIOSTON  HOSIERS 

Limited,  

Wistlon  {Co-opera- 
tive Productive 


“BEE  HIVE” 

LIQUID  GRATE  POLISH 

Is  a Great  Polish. 

— Ask  for  it  at  Your  Stores.— 

TRY  IT. 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  Sf 
Trade  Unionists 


“Self-Help”  Br“,°d  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guarautsol. 

Works  - DARTFORD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  .Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Leek,  Staffordshire. 

Sowing  Silks  for  Hand  or  Machine  use.  Boot-Otostnsj 
Twist,  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twist,  &o.  Biadings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trimmings 
Agents  : Th)  English  ani  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies 


OLID 

TYLISH 

§gS'.cK5“-Sr 

UNSHINfc  OR 
TORM 


Address.  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Prioe. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  yonr  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

9 Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dat3 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L."  “Kccles,  “Ohm  it."  anlot'aa:  Check  System) 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  - “SIMPLEX" 
System:  No  Posting.  Have)  time  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER. 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyno 
Tudor  Street,  London,  E.C. 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO  OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10,  ALBION  8TBKET,  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 

Makers  of  Flour, 
Grain,  Potatoc, 

Bins  an!  Shoots. 

Dairy,  Bak  ry, 
and  Butcherins 
departments 
Supp  icd 

At  Claris  • 
Ooixcrtk  Work. 

Send  for 
ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE. 


This  well-known 
CO -OPERA.  IT  VI* 

BRAND  

on 

MEN’S 
BOOTS 

is 

A.  GUARANTEE 
OF  Q U AUITY 

and 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 

MADE  BY  THE 

CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DES803OUGH. 


‘CIk  ideal” 


Ladies’  Tailor-  vlade 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  In 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring, 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Boat 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  tho  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  Sc  Shoes. 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-  r-ato  Footwear. 

All.Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp, 

EQUITY  WORKS,  w^X"s 

Brauclt  Warehouse:  8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  triS  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society, 

Wooil house  M.lls,  HUDDE8SEIEU). 

Sole  Agents : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.)  - 
Warrauted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  t>;  had  at  CO-OP£RATIVZ  STORE3  ONLY 


I ^ \SVDUP/ 

; JDeficioud  ffioer 

| When  Ordering  Syrnp,  please  say  “ WESTBURN.” 


Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Works  - WELUNGBDUOUSH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialey  Hoyil  Mill,  Burnley. 

Mak:rs  of  Ox  ord  ihirtiiii,  Granlrjllu,  FlaVasleth, 
Sileiiai,  LioenetUi,  Liitrjsr  St  SiU*te:a  Liaiiji ; 
a'so  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Telephone  ^National,"  B trnloy,  ljJ.  Manchester  Royal 
Kxchnn-e,  No.9Piliar.  L’ol. : N monal,  Mauclie3ter,3J10. 

Tl : gistered  Office  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


— fade  Reliable  Jiome  2 )yet.  — 


DRUMMER 
DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 


BRITISH  MADE.- 


-EDGES,  BOLTON*. 

ATI 


■ ■ Makers  of  Sdaes  “2) oily  58lue"  & "ZDolly  (Bream. 


CLJLCHETH  HALL 

Country  Holiday  Residence 

Open  all  the  year  round. 


Situated  in  a delightful  councry  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington;  10  minutes  wallc  from 
Culcheth  Station.  Great  v Central  Railway;  25 
minute.  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & id.-\V.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Odok  Golf.  Oudqoep 
Billiards.  Naar  to  Ktmyoa  Golf  Link). 

For  particulars  apply 

MI33  G.  UAViGS,  M.anaioroas,  Cnlohoth  Hall, 

Newehurch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Oo-onoi'ativj  Sooiety,  Leigh,  Laucs. 
Telephone  Ml  Leigh. 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


PEEL  OVENS. 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Telegram:  ■ 

PIONEERS.  PETERBOROUGH.  m PETERBOROUGH 

Head  Office:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  fon 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


The  C.W.S. 
Sports  Dept. 


CAN  HELP  EVERY  TU  „ O 

DISTRIBUTIVE  SOCIETY  1 tie  OPOYtS 
LIKE  OUR  OWN  O'  , o , 

to  become  Supply  Centre 


ASK  FOB  SPORTS  REQUISITE^  ;iT  VOUR  STORE 


L 
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HUTHWA1TE  HOSIERY 

IS  GOOD  HOSIERY  C.W.S. 


December  j),  igj.. 


„mser 


<7Ae  science  of makiny  boots  and  shoes  Jias 
not  yet reached finality.  Jt is  beiny  developed 
in  many  factories  with  skill  and  science. 
Zlhe  several factories  of  the  Cooperative 
Wholesale  Society Xtd.  are  keeping  well  in 
the  front  in  this  way  and  their  new  modeh 
are  a great  advance  cn  anything  that  has  hitherto 
teen  produced.  She  UJheatsheaf  "hoots  secure  ease 
and  comfort  in  walkiny  combined  with  a stylish 
appearance  that  yioes  them  fashionable 
smartness.  Quality,  finish  and style  are  combined 
to  such  a deyree  that  those  who 

intfteW™  Jeay 

will  find  ease  and  comfort  all  the  time. 


See 

Well! 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□CD 


EYES.  EYES.  EYES. 

SPECTACLES 

AND 

EYEGLASSES. 

An  efficient  service  for  the  correction  of  Eye  Defects.  Opticians  qualified  to 
examine  your  sight  (no  experimenting  with  your  precious  possession). 

Reasonable  Prices : Courtesy:  Slatted,  Prompt,  and  Careful  Attrition. 

REPAIRS  SMARTLY  DONE.  • 

Hand  your  Glasses  to  your  own  Stove,  or  to  save  time,  post  direct  to  the 
C.W.S.  Optical  Department  at  tile  address  below.  Then  call  at  your  Store 
for  their  return.  Repairs  are  seul  back  generally  on  the  same  day,  unless 
exceptional  work  has  to  be  done. 

HOSPITAL  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

You  are  under  no  obligation  to  take  these  to  any  optician  specified  at 
the  Institution.  We  do  them  reasonably  and  guarantee  accuracy. 


For  particulars  of  this  service,  inquire  of  Store  Manager,  or  write 
C.W.S.  LTD.,  OPTICAL  DEPT.,  WATERLOO  ST.,  NEWCASTLE. 
C.W.S7  LTD.,  OPTICAL  DEPT,,  BALLOON  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 
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HE  DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT  of  the  CW.S. 

is  offering  substantial 

PRIZES  FOR  SHORT  ESSAYS 

of  thirty-six  words  descriptive  of  the 

“UfittaS”  ftanakerdwf 

This  handkerchief  is  made  hy  the  Scottish  C.W.S.  from 
fabric  woven  at  the  Lancashire  mills  of  the  English  C.W.S., 
and  is  sold  retail  by  cooperative  societies  throughout 
the  country  at : 

Ladies’,  4d.  each  printed  border), 

or  3 for  11H. 

Gents’,  small  size  (white),  71J. 

Gents’,  large  siz.*,  101d.  each  (while  or 
printed  .border),  cr  3 for  2s.  6ti. 
Gents’,  white,  with  embroidered  initial 
Is.  each. 

The  prizes  which  are  offered  consist  of  valuable  and 
useful  articles  specially  appealing  to  the  ladies,  and  in  all 
cases  are  the  productions  of  C.W.S.  mills.  Essays  are 
specially  invited  from  women  members  of  societies 
although  men  are  not  excluded  from  the  competition.  The 
prizes,  however,  are  such  as  will  appeal  more  particularly 
to  lady  readers.  They  include  : — 

©owm  Qutffe  From  C.W.S.  factories. 
QBfkmlkfe  From  the  Lilt’ebarough  mills. 

©rcee  gengffio  ptSS&Sh. 
Kntffei  (lln&ewear  [S„”i'c*s' 

(gtfoueee  at  Biimingkam. 

RULES. 

1.  — Purchase  a supply  of  “ Unitas  " handkerchiefs  at 

your  store. 

2.  — Write  your  description  of  the  same— rot  more  than 

thirty-six  words — and  attach  to  the  essay  two 
“ Unitas  " gummed  labels  from  the  handkerchiefs 
you  have  bought. 

3.  — Add  your  (i.)  name,  (ii.)  address,  and  society  of  which 

you  are  a member. 

4.  — Send  this  to  " Unitas,”  c/o  C.W  S.  Publicity  Depart- 

ment, Balloon  St.,  Manchester,  as  soon  os  possible 
Final  date  for  receiving  essay3,  January  8th,  1923. 


PRIZES  FOR  CHILDREN. 

A further  competition  is  open  for  children’s  efforts,  and 
here  again  useful  and  valuable  prizes  will  he  offered. 
These  will  consist  of  boxes  of  handkerchiefs,  knives, 
purses,  and  other  productions  of  C.W.S.  works. 

This  is  open  to  boys  and  girls  who  have  not  yet  passed 
their  fifteenth  birthday. 

1.  — Wriie  your  opinion  of  the  " Unifas  ” handkerchief,  limit  in* 

description  to  36  words— not  more. 

2.  — Attnchtwo  summed  label,  that  are  on  the  " Unitas  handkeichie 

the  essay.  . 

—Write  your  (i.)  name,  (ii.)  oje.  (iii.)  address.  (i<r.)  society  0 ‘ j 

C — . ... , ,l,eet  of  paper— 'n°  r 


your  parents  are  members,  on  the  si 


this'  to  '’  Unit3»  Tunio7.:r'dW3.  Publicity  Department. 
Street.  Manchester,  during  December,  1922.  Final  date.  J 
8th.  1923 
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New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  December  16,  1922. 


SUTOX 

(C.W.S. 

Shredded  Suet) 

FOR 

CHRISTMAS 

PUDDINGS 

AND 

mincemeat 


f 

m C.W.S,  BSR01E  BROW  J 

POULTRY  FARN!, 

Mitlcm,  ni*.  WH&H.EY,  | 

OFFER  | 

Pure  Utility  Breeding  Stock,  1 

with  Heavy  Laying  Records.  i 

Pullets  and  Stock  • 

Cockerels. 

LEGHORNS,  | 

¥Y  ANDOTTES, 

R.  I.  R. 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS,  j 

ANCONAS, 

LIGHT  SUSSEX,  l 

BREEDING  DUCKS,  GEESE,  j 

and  TURKEYS. 


A sk.  your  Store  Manager  to  obtain 
particulars  from  the  C.  IF.  S. 
Poultry  and  Came  Section. 


0 

9“' 

TRY 


| C.W.S. 

| Digestive 
I Syrup. 


BEST  OF  ALL 
SYRUPS. 


l Seasonable  Qifts. 

j What  Gift  could  be  more 
i suitable  either  for  your 

!|  wife  or  yourself  than  a 

j c.i.s.  endowment 

j Assurance  Policp? 

which  will  provide  for  the 
**  winter rf  of  old  age. 

There  is  a type  to  meet  every 
need,  and  within  the  means 
oj  every  parse. 

Full  particulars  on  application  to  th« 

CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE  SOCIETY 

1 109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester;  59, 

j Morrison  Street,  Glasgow ; and  repre- 
j sentatives  in  all  co-operative  centres. 

L . 


S.C.W.S_1_TRADE. 

MONEY  VALUE  STILL  FALLING 

INCREASED  VOLUME  IN 

MANY  DIRECTIONS. 

SIGNS  OF  TIMES  IMPROVING. 

A cheerful  note  rang  through  the 
address  of  Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  who  pre- 
sided  at  the  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of 
the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
in  Edinburgh  on  Saturday. 

That  there  is  still  depression  in  trade  was 
shown  by  decreased  sales  on  returns  from 
n number  of  departments.  The  total  for 
the  quarter  was  £3,SS2,743  19s.  7d.,  a 
decrease  of  19.1  per  rent,  on  the  sales  for 
the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  year. 
This,  however,  was  accounted  for  to  a very 
large  extent  by  a decrease  in  values. 

The  other  nrnl  more  cheerful  side  of  the 
picture  showed  a distinct  improvement  in 
the  debts  of  the  societies.  It  was  also 
noticeable,  according  to  the  chairman, 
that  several  of  the  departments  are  show- 
ing increases,  a fart  which  he  regarded  as 
an  indication  of  the  long-looked-for  revival. 
Sugar  isules  lor  the  twenty  weeks  of  the 
present  year  showed  an  increase  of  33,771 
cwts.  Butter  sales  showed  an  increase  of 
2,992  cwts.  The  society's  own  Enniskillen 
creamery  butter  was  giving  satisfaction, 
and  good  supplies  were  expected  from  New 
Zealand.  Cheese  showed  an  increase  of 
193  tons.  Lard  sales  showed  an  increase 
of  19  tons.  Against  these  increases  there 
were  decreases  to  record  in  margarine, 
hams,  and  bacons. 

The  dried  fruit  department  had  been 
affected  by  the  war  in  Asia  Minor,  but  the 
green  fruit  department  had  handled 
125,464  packages  during  the  quarter,  an 
increase  of  5,860  packages.  In  spite  of 
this  large  increase  in  bulk  there  was  a 
decrease  in  money  value  of  the  sales  of  this 
department.  In  this  connection  he  re- 
minded the  shareholders  that  the  society 
had  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  equipped 
warehouses  for  this  trade,  and  those  socie- 
ties which  had  loyally  supported  the  de- 
partment had  been  well  satisfied. 

He  went  on  to  report  also  that  there  had 
been  an  increase  of  1,898  tons  in  potatoes, 
the  price  of  which  had  fallen  from  30s.  a 
barrel  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  to 
4 R.  6d.  a barrel  in  September,  and  he 
pointed  out  that  .the  heavy  charge  upon 
the  consumer  so  fur  as  potatoes  were  con- 
cerned was  in  the  railway  charges,  which 
accounted  for  lUi.  per  stone.  The  milk 
department  Was  going  (strong.  During  the 
past  live  months  they  luid  sold  1,329.919 
gallons,  which  was  an  increase  of  278,135 
gallons  over  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  This  department  had  been  of 
great  value  to  societies,  and  the  Chairman 
warned  the  consumer  of  the  danger  of 
allowing  large  central  clearing  houses  to 
be  established  under  the  control  of  the 
Farmers'  Unions.  'I lie  sundries  depart- 
ment and  the  horticultural  section  were 
among  those  which  the  chairman  described 
as  doing  well. 

Tea  sales  had  made  large  increases 
during  the  past  six  weeks,  and  had  now 
reached  the  total  of  1.000,000  lbs.  per 
week.  In  Scotland,  for  the  twenty  weeks 
cf  the  half-year,  they  showed  an  increase 
of  203,472  lbs.  'There  was  an  increase  of 
50  per  cent,  in  the  trade  of  Luton,  but 
Scotland  line!  contributed  very  little  to 
this.  He  deprecated  the  fact  that  some 
societies  which  used  to  be  an  example  to 
others  in  cocoa  and  chocolate  were  now- 
doing  tlicir  best  to  push  the  sale  of  other 
makers’  goods  by  giving  them  displays  in 
their  shops  to  the  detriment  of  co-opera- 
tive productions. 

Fair  business  at  the  drapery  and  fur- 
nishing and  boot  warehouses  was  reported. 
The  clothing  factories  could  do  with  more 
work.  The  hosiery  factory  a year  ago  had 
six  Cottons’  patent  frames  going.  During 
the  pa  t six  months  they  line!  had  nineteen 
at  work,  and  could  start  more  when  more 
workers  were  available.  Trade  was  fair  in 
tlie  whole  textile  group.  At  the  jute  mills 
they  were  fully  employed.  In  the  linen 
and  tweed  mills  orders  were  coming  in 
slowly. 


THE  LIMIT. 

INSURANCE  OFFICIALS  AND  CHEAP 
LINES. 

DISCOUNTS  TO  C.I.S.  MEN 

WHO  PASS  THE  STORES. 

Standing  in  the  door  of  an  umbrella  shop 
till  the  rain  went  ofF  used  to  be  regarded  as 
the  height  of  sublime  impudence ; hut  the 
world  progresses  in  impudence  ns  well  as  in 
other  things. 

The  Guild  of  Insurance  Officers  has  a 
.scheme  under  which  certain  traders  give 
discounts  to  insurance  officials  who  present  a 
card  to  these  traders  when  making  pur- 
chases. One  firm  gives  2s.  6d.  off  the  price 
of  a ton  of  coal — under  certain  conditions ; 
another  gives  perambulators  to  insurance 
officials,  who  present  the  ticket,  at  wholesale 
pi  ices  ; some  tailors  will  cover  the  owner  of 
the  ticket  at  wholesale  rates,  and  a variety 
of  articles  can  be  had  from  a group  of  traders 
at  discounts-  varying  from  5 per  cent,  to 
“ special  terms.” 

The  Insurance  Guild,  presumably,  is 
responsible  for  compiling  the  list  and  arrang- 
ing the  terms.  Postal  and  other  Civil 
Servants  used  to  have,  and  presumably  still 
have,  similar  arrangements  with  traders  in 
various  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Insurance  Guild’s  cards  have  been 
handed  out  to  C.I.S.  officials,  so  that  these 
co-operative  employees  are  being  offered  in- 
ducements to  sing  to  their  own  co-operative 
societies,  “ I pass  by  your  window,”  &c. 

The  C.I.S.  officials  are  very  probably  not 
responsible  Oct  the  arrangement,  and  the 
Insurance  Guild  is  not  likely  to  arrange  its 
methods  to  suit  them  exclusively.  In  any 
«ase,  an  insurance  official  is  probably  free  to 
buy  where  he  likes,  just  as  the  man  without 
the  umbrella  can  stand  where  lie  likes  till 
the  shower  passes.  It  is  interesting,  how- 
ever, to  know  that  there  is  such  a practice. 


NEVER  ENDING? 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  DIRECTORY. 


Mr.  Arthur  Phillips  writes  with  appre- 
ciation of  the  new  edition  of  the  “ Co-opera- 
tive Directory,”  published  by  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union.  He  finds  it  contains  a mine  of 
information  regarding  every  co-operative 
society  in  the  British  Isles,  including  the 
date  when  each  society  commenced  business. 
He  suggests  that  it  would  ho  more  interest- 
ing if  it  included  in  the  reference  to  each 
society  a photo  of  the  first  shop  and  a 
photo’  of  the  most  recently  erected  branch 
store  or  central  premises,  as  well  as  the 
amount  of  trade  done  in  tho  first  twelve 
months  of  business  and  during  tho  past 
twelve  months.  He  suggests  that  these 
additions  would  enable  the  readers  to  judge 
whether  societies  were  progressing. 


THE  WORLD  PEACE  CONGRESS  AT 
THE  HAGUE : 

l or  our  Special  Correspondent's  account, 
eco  pace  9. 


CANADIAN  CATTLE. 

EMBARGO  REMOVAL  BILL 

PASSES  COMMONS. 

[“  Co-operative  News”  Special.] 

The  Importation  of  Animals  Bill,  which 
is  to  remove  the  restrictions  on  the  impor- 
tation of  Canadian  Cattle,  was  read  a 
second  time  in  Parliament  on  Thursday  of 
last  week.  This  week  it  went  through' the 
third  reading  stage  and  its  passage,  with  a 
few  slight  amendments,  seems  assured, 
for  the  Bill  is  the  result  of  an  agreement 
between  representatives  of  the  Government 
and  representatives  of  the  Canadian  Gov- 
ernment, and  its  rejection  would  amount 
to  a breach  of  faith  with  Canada. 

On  the  motion  for  the  second  reading 
last  week,  Mr.  Barnes  put  the  case  first 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  consuming 
public.  He  explained  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  needs  of  the  country  were  supplied 
by  imported  meat  slaughtered  abroad.  He 
argued  that  the  embargo  had  deprived  us 
of  the  industries  semi-dependent  upon  the 
slaughtering  of  cattle;  we  lost  the  first 
source  of  control  of  hides,  skins,  and  by- 
products, and  we  lost  valuable  blood  and 
other  manures,  and  the  town  populations 
lost  a source  of  food  supplies.  The  re- 
moval of  the  embargo  would  increase  store 
cattle  which  would  be  fattened  on  our  own 
land ; it  would  employ  labour  here  in  the 
fattening  of  the  cattle,  and  additional 
labour  in  the  slaughtering  and  in  the 
utilisation  of  the  by-products. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander  (Hillsborough)  con- 
gratulated the  Government  upon  its  Bill 
as  a really  honourable  attempt  to  fulfil  the 
pledge.  He  contended  that  the  removal 
of  the  embargo  would  give  a great  fillip  to 
the  breeding  industry,  and  lie  reminded 
breeders  who  were  against  the  Bill  that 
they  were  very  sensitive  when,  during  the 
recent  foot-and-mouth  disease  scare, 
Uruguay  and  the  Argentine  placed  au 
embargo  upon  their  products. 

On  the  Committee  stage  011  Monday,  Mr. 
Alexander  supported  an  amendment,  which 
was  adopted,  to  ensure  that  cattle-ships 
would  he  properly  equipped  and  regularly 
inspected  with  a view  to  preventing  cruelty 
to  the  animals. 

Co-operalive  and  Labour  IVJ.P.’s  Differ. 

Mr.  Wheatley  (Labour)  sought  to  have 
Clause  I.  amended  with  a view  to  adding 
tuberculosis  to  the  diseases  from  which 
animals  must  be  certified  free. 

Mr.  Robert  Murray  (Labour)  supported 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  A.  Barnes  (C'o-opcrntive)  opposed 
the  amendment,  contending  that  the  public 
were  adequately  safeguarded  in  the  ordinary 
medical  inspection  which  already  takes 
place  in  regard  to  the  slaughter  of  beasts 
before  the  meat  was  put  on  sale. 

Mr.  A.  Y.  Alexander  (Co-operative), 
opposing  the  amendment,  stated  that  it 
came  ill  from  many  Members  who,  whilst 
now  anxious  to  secure  this  protection,  wera 
responsible  for  the  disbanding  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Act,  1915,  the  carrying  out  of 
whose  provisions  would  have  been  a far 
more  effective  way  of  stamping  out 
tuberculosis. 

The  amendment  was  eventually  with- 
drawn, and  tile  Bill  passed  the  Committee. 

The  third  reading  was  carried  on  Tuesday 
evening. 


THE  RUBBER  FINALE. 

Re;  erring  to  the  rubber  stocks,  which 
have  been  held  to  the  order  of  the  English 
and  Scottish  Wholesale  SoeieVes,  Mr.  U. 
Stewart  (chairman  of  the  S. C’.W.S.)  in- 
formed the  e-harebolders’  meeting  on 
Snturdnv  that  they  had  been  sold,  and  the 
directors  thought  it  was  a very  satisfactory 
end  to  an  unfortunate  part  of  then- 
business. 

The  price  realised,  lie  continued,  showed 
a distinct  increase  on  the  price  at  which 
the  rubber  was  valued  in  the  books  of  the 
society.  It  might  be  said  that  if  they  had 
held  ilie  rubber  they  could  have  got  a 
higher  price,  but  they  might  have  held  it 
and  got  less,  ns  the  market  might  have 
gone  back.  As  the  whole  thing  was  so 
uncertain  thev  thought  the  wisest  course 
was  to  get  rid  of  it.  Already  cash  to  the 
amount  of  over  £212.000  had  been  received. 


For  Kettering  Clothing  Society's  special 
advertisement,  see  page  10,  (Advt.) 
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LAND  HUNGER-NEW  STYLE. 

OUR  STARVED  AND  STRICKEN  PEASANTRY. 


RACIAL  FUTURE  IN  PERIL. 


By  GEORGE  A.  GREENWOOD  (Author  ol  “England  To-day"). 


CO- OPERATION  IN  THE  THEATRE. 

THE  ACTORS'  COMMONWEALTH  LIMITED. 


INTERVIEW  WITH  MISS  MURIEL  PRATT. 


BY  OUR  LONDON  CORRESPONDENT. 


“An  agricultural  grout)  m the  House  of  Commons  must  find  ways  and  means  of  dealing 
with  the  situation,  and  in  this  connection  Protection  must  not  be  ruled  out  of  account." 
— Mr.  Pretyman,  to  the  Essex  Farmers. 


What  is  to  happen  to  agriculture  and  those 


engaged  Tn  it  ? This  question  has  become  not 
only  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  countryside,  but 
for  the  nation,  one  of  surpassing  importance, 
and  a gravity  which  no  pen  ccuhl  exaggerate. 

Early  this  year  I wrote  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News  ” an  article  “ Back  to  Slavery  on  the 
Land.  ’ It  was,  I see.  pitched  in  a very  doleful 
key,  and  gave  not  more  than  a glimmering  of 
hope  for  the  future.  But  since  then  conditions 
have  become  immeasurably  n urse.  Famine,  real 
and  desperate,  has  descended  upon  the  rural 
population,  accompanying  the  biggest  slump 
in  the  agricultural  industry  for  katf-a-ccntury. 

It  is  as  though  the  countryside  was  smitten 
with  fell  disease.  The  farmers’  markets  have 
contracted ; the  bottom  has  fallen  out  of 
prices  ; hnrdly  any  worker  is  gett  ing  more 
than  30s.  a week ; the  vast  majority  of  the 
1,000,000  labourers  are  getting  not  more  than 
25s.,  and  a number  less  than  that.  To  go,  as 
I have  just  done,  through  two  or  three  of  the 
southern  counties  and  to  hoar  and  seo  tho 
amount  of  bitter  privat  ion  at  present  existing 
is  to  provoke  anger  and  something  akin  to 
despair. 

The  Protectionists. 

But  one  hardly  need  labour  the  fact  of  this 
privation.  It  has  already  been  laid  bare  by, 
among  others,  some  from  whom  one  would 
hardly  have  expect'd  such  sympathetic  can- 
dour. Wiiat  I would  like  here  to  do  is  to  point 
to  some  of  the  outstanding  perils  that  this 
condition  of  tilings  has  created  for  the  entire 
population.  Those  perils  are  twofold.  They 
are  economic,  sociological. 

One  of  the  greatest  in  the  first  category  is 
indicated  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Preiyman’s  speech  on 
Friday  of  last  week,  with  an  extract  from 
which  I preface  these  remarks.  In  the  natural 
jubilation  we  have  most  of  us  felt  at  the  return 
to  the  new  Parliament  of  138  Labour  and  four 
Co-operative  members,  we  are  apt  to  forget 
that  a reactionary  Government,  with  a fana- 
tical Tariff  Reformer  at  its  ivead,  is  in  power. 

The  great  majority  of  the  Conservative  mem- 
bers are  Protectionists ; so,  also,  are  most 
British  fanners.  Now,  agricult  .-al  interests 
in  this  country  have  never  been  t ir.owned  for 
resource,  for  facility  in  meeting  crises  : nor  in ' 
sustained  application.  They  arc,  in  fact, 
rather  notorious  for  taking  the  easiest  way  out 
of  a difficulty  ; and  what  could  be  easier,  in  the 
present  conspiracy  of  happy  circumstance,  than 
a return  to  the  methods  of  the  Corn  Lav/  days  ? 

The  Tariff  Reform  League  has  gone  out  of 
business,  stating,  in  its  adieu,  that  its  purposes 
—presumably  by  the  Safeguarding  of  Indus- 
tries Act  and  tli  return  o a Protectionist 
Government — hav  been  accomplished.  In 

brief,  the  danger  of  a return  to  a duty  on 
imported  foodstuffs  has,  I believe,  now  become 
real,  and  it  will  probably  require  all  the  power 
of  our  organised  democracy  to  frustrate  a return 
to  such  a reactionary  and  artificial  means  of 
restoring  agriculture  at  home.  For  we  know 
who  would  benefit — the  landowners  and  the 
farmers.  Let  the  British  workers  say  at  once — 
well  in  advance — that  they  axe  not  having  any. 

Perpetuating  a C3  Race. 

The  other  paramount  danger  resulting  from 
the  present  situation  is  that  of  tho  harm  it 
threatens  to  our  racial  future.  A firmly-rooted 
notion  that  tho  sturdy  British  manhood  all 
comes  from  the  soil,  and  tho  stunted,  wheezy, 
pigeon-chested  variety  we  owo  to  tho  city,  is 
quite  wrong.  Fresh  air,  close  association  with 
nature,  is,  of  course,  very  desirable  for  every 
human  being,  and  other  things  being  equal 
produces  a virile  human  type.  But  nature  is 
not  very  much  good  without  nurture,  and 
it  is  precisely  because  in  the  past,  as  well  as  the 
present,  rural  dwellers  have  been  so  poorly  paid, 
and  so  shockingly  housed  that  so  many  of  them 
have  fallen  a prey  to  illness. 

To-day,  however,  the  peril  of  perpetuating  n 
C3  race  is  increased  a hundredfold.  What 
amount  of  milk,  butter,  eggs,  meat,  fish,  does 
one  imagine,  is  tho  wife  of  a farm  labourer  to 
provide  for  her  husband,  herself,  and  her 
young  family  out  of  a weekly  income  of  any- 
thing from  one  guinea  to  thirty  shillings  a 
week  ? Wlmt  amount  of  clothing  ? What 


amount  of  medical  care  and  attention  can  bo 
assured  to  them. 

Making  Ill-Equipped  Citizens. 

The  evil  goes  deeper  still.  An  ill-nourished 
people,  whether  on  the  soil  or  in  the  towns,  a 
peoplo  harassed  by  tho  sufferings  of  their 
children,  by  thoughts  of  where  the  next  meal 
is  to  come  from,  arc  never,  or  at  most  rarely, 
effective  citizens.  A C3  population  doesn’t 
think  or  reason ; it  acta  mainly  upon  instinct 
and  sentiment.  I myself  have  found,  Mr. 
Masterman  lias  found,  and  those  painstaking 
Sheffield  investigators  who  compiled  “ Tho 
Equipment  of  the  Workers”  have  found  that 
the  submerged,  the  miserably  poor,  the  anremic 
are  hardly  ever  active  and  intelligent  members 
of  their  local  co-operative  society,  their  trade 
union,  or  a political  organisation.  Their  brain 
and  energy  have  not  been  developed  to  the 
point  at  which  they  can  care  for  such 
instruments  of.  their  own  salvation. 

So  it  comes  to  this : the  long-drawn-out 
period  of  malnutrition  which  has  been  brought 
about  by  (1)  the  national  slump  and  subsistence 
for  so  many  on  the  unemployment  dole,  and 
(2)  the  lack  of  good  food  and  adequate  clothing 
iu  the  countryside,  is  not  merely  holding  up, 
but  is  actually  putting  back  our  racial  and 
social  emancipation.  I have  no  space  in  which 
to  deal  with  remedies  for  tho  plight  in  which 
our  oldest  industry  finds  itself— though  surely 
the  economic  restoration  of  Europe  is  the  first 
essential — but  I would  now  content  myself 
by  saying  that  every  day  that  this  ill-nurture 
continues  our  racial  and  social  deterioration 
will  continue  and  become  intensified.  This  is 
not  the  only,  but  it  is  certainly  the  most 
pressing  reason  why  our  democratic  organisa- 
tions should  increase  their  efforts  to  end  the 
present  intolerable  state  of  affaira. 


TiiEnE  have  probably  been  more  inquiries 
held  respecting  tho  agricultural  industry 
than  in  any  other  branch  of  trade.  Volumes 
of  evidence  at  a huge  expense  have  been 
obtained  at  Royal  Commissions  and  Depart- 
mental Committees,  and  these  have  only 
served  to  lumber  the  shelves  of  Whitehall 
Government  departments.  Proposals  are 
made  by  practical  men,  and  there  the  mat- 
ter rests.  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  in  his  first 
speech  in  the  new  Parliament — notable  for 
an  absence  of  any  “ Limehousing  ” even  in 
his  position  of  “ greater  freedom  and  less 
responsibility” — murmured  the  blessed 
word  “ inquiry,”  as  though  this  were  a 
talisman  for  the  new  heaven  on  earth'  ho 
has  so  glibly  spoken  of  in  the  past. 

Cc-operative  Representation  Sought. 

There  is  to  be  a new  inquiry  instituted 
by  a committee  set  up  by  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture,  respecting  tho  difference  in 
tho  prices  obtained  for  produce  by  tho  pro- 
ducer and  the  amount  charged  to  tho  con- 
sumer. In  order  that  the  committee  should 
be  thoroughly  representative,  it  is  hoped 
that  Sir  It.  Sanders  will  carry  out  tho  sug- 
gestion made  at  question  time  in  tho  House 
of  Commons  by  Mr.  Alexander  and  include 
a representative  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. 

Co-operation  is  the  hoy  to  the  solution 
of  the  problem  of  cheaper  prices  and  tho 
abolition  of  the  expensive  middleman. 

The  “ Daily  Mail  ” is  not  usually  enthu- 
siastic on  co-operation,  and  it  struck  a new 
and  welcome  note  on  Friday  when,  dealing 
with  the  farming  industry,  it  stated  in  a 
leading  article  : “ There  never  was  a clearer 
case  for  mutual  trading.  Direct  dealing  in 
mass  between  organised  production  uud 
organised  consumption  may  yet  bo  the  way 
out.  Neither  class  has  the  smallest  inden- 
tion of  going  under.  Farming  must  lie  made 
to  pay.” 

Only  the  Merest  Fringe. 

A commencement  has  been  made  in  stimu- 
lating agricultural  co-operation  in  this  coun- 


One  of  the 
newest  organisa- 
tions seeking 
affiliation  to  the 
Co-operative  Union 
is  that  of  the 
Actors’  Common- 
wealth Limited.  As 
the  name  implies,  it 
is  a combination  of 
theatrical  artistes 
who  are  seeking 
to  promote  the 
highest  form  of 
dramatic  art  on  a 
co-operative  basis, 
for  the  activities  of 
a company  of  this  character  will  be  readily 
admitted  by  anyone  acquainted  with  theatrical 
matters  in  London.  There  are  now  about 
thirty-four  theatres  in  tho  West  End  of  London, 
and  the  majority  of  these  apparently  depend 
on  the  sensational  or  the  salacious  to  keep  the 
box  office  busy.  As  in  the  cinema  world,  com- 
mercialism is  largely  responsible  for  this 
degradation  of  the  dramatic  art.  It  is  well 
known  that  theatre  rents  are  extortionate. 
This  is  largely  attributable  to  tho  fact  that  in 
most  cases  there  are  two  or  three  sets  of 
speculators  who  each  have  a share  in  the  lease. 
There  tho  evil  effects  of  the  middleman’s 
manipulations  can  bo  seen  at  their  worst. 

Eliminating  the  Speculator. 

Any  movement  which  has  for  its  objects  the 
raising  of  the  standard  o'f  dramatic  fare  and 
the  elimination  of  the  theatrical  speculator 
will  be  heartily  welcomed,  especially  by  all 
true  co-operators.  The  new'  schemo  reviewed 
in  this  column  is  one  which  will  arouse  interest 
amongst  all  co-operators  who  desire  to  see  a 
high  standard  maintained  in  our  amusements. 
The  new  company  do  not  profess  to  have 
adopted  an  entirely  novel  idea.  Some  eighteen 
months  ago  a band  of  revue  artistes  formed 
a company  on  co-operative  lines  under  the 


try,  although  the  merest  fringe  of  the  sub- 
ject has  only  been  touched.  In  the  twelfth 
report  of  the  Development  Commissioners, 
recently  to  hand,  it  is  announced  that  the 
Commissioners  recommended  a grant  of 
£11,586  to  the  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society  for  1921-22,  this  amount  being  twice 
the  sum  raised  by  the  society  in  subscrip- 
tions and  contributions.  This  amount  ap- 
pears somewhat  low  when  one  considers  the 
long  list  of  wealthy  landowners  who  are 
attached  to  the  A.O.S. 

The  Development  Commissioners  appa- 
rently find  themselves  up  against  the  Trea- 
sury in  seeking  to  carry  out  their  rural 
schemes.  The  report  stated  that  the  Com- 
missioners recommended  a grant  not  exceed- 
ing £6,500  to  meet  actual  expenditure  upon 
a special  scheme  for  the  organisation  of 
small  holders  on  co-operative  lines  in  selected 
areas,  this  scheme  lieng  primarily  for  the 
benefit  of  ex-s*?rvicv»  small  holders . Tho 

Treasury  refused  their  sanction  on  the 
ground  that  special  needs  of  settlers  in  par- 
ticular districts  was  primarily  a matter  to 
bo  dealt  with  under  the  land  settlement 
scheme. 

Tho  Development  Commissioners  recom- 
mended a grant  not  exceeding  £2,500,  as 
might  bo  required,  in  aid  of  the  work  of 
the  Scottish  Agricultural  Organisation  So- 
ciety in  1921-22.  An  additional  grant  of 
£110  was  recommended  to  meet  the  salary 
and  expenses  of  a Gaelic-speaking  organiser 
for  the  Hebrides.  Arrangements  have  been 
made  under  which  the  Scottish  small  holders’ 
organisation  will  he  merged  in  the  Scottish 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society. 

Value  of  Work  Done. 

To  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society  a grant  of  £5,880  was  recommended 
for  1921-22,  this  being  at  the  rate  of  13s.  4d. 
in  the  pound  on  the  affiliation  fees  and  sub- 
scriptions of  societies.  The  following  para- 
graph is  added  in  the  report: — “ Upon  the 
termination  of  their  connection  with  the 
society,  tho  Commissioners  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  sense  of  tho  high 
value  of  work  achieved  by  the  society  in  the 
cause  of  Irish  agriculture.” 


name  of  “ The  Co-optimists,”  opening  ^fi], 
.season  at  the  Royalty  Theatre.  This  talented 
company  are  now  playing  to  good  houses  at 
the  Prince  of  Wales’  Theatre,  and  the  venture 
has  been  financially  a great  success. 

The  Actors’  Commonwealth  Limited  intend 
applying  to  the  legitimate  stage  a similar 
system  to  that  which  has  been  successful  with 
the  co-operative  revue  artistes.  In  order  thai 
the  scheme  should  be  put  on  a businesslike 
basis,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Co- 
operative Union  for  the  use  of  the  Model 
Rules  and  for  affiliation.  This  was  recom- 
mended by 'the  Southern  Sectional  Board  of 
tho  Union,  and  Mr.  A.  Whitehead,  the  general 
secretary,  assisted  by  Mr.  R.  Hibberd  (southern 
sectional  secretary),  prepared  a series  of  suit- 
able rules,  which  are  now  being  considered  by 
the  Registrar,  and  will  doubtlessly  be  formally 
approved  in  due  course. 

Miss  Pratt’s  Part*. 

One  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  new  society 
is  Miss  Muriel  Pratt,  who  was  formerly  asso- 
ciated with  Miss  Horniman’s  Repertory  Com- 
pany in  Manchester,  and  she  has  also  been 
included  in  the  repertory  companies  at.  Bristol 
and  Liverpool.  Miss  Pratt  has  since  fulfilled 
engagements  in  London ; she  has  recently 
appeared  in  Maurice  Moscovitch’s  company  at 
tho  Apollo,  Shaftesbury-avenue,  in  the  play 
“ Devil  Dick.” 

In  an  interview  with  Miss  Pratt  at  the 
Apollo  on  Wednesday,  last  week,  I obtained 
some  details  respecting  the  formation  of 
Actors’  Commonwealth  Limited.  Miss  Pratt 
confirmed  tho  co-operative,  aspect  of  tho 
venture  outlined  above,  and  cheerfully  ac- 
knowledged the  valuable  assistance  received 
from  Mil  Whitehead  and  Mr.  Hibberd,  who, 
she  said,  “ have  done  everything  in  their  power 
to  facilitate  the  formation  of  the  society.” 

Intentions. 

“ Is  it  your  intention  to  form  a repertory 
company  ? ” 

“ No,  we  are  not  working  the  scheme  on  the 
lines  of  a repertory  theatre.  Our  desire  is  to 
produce  the  best  plays,  and,  of  course,  new 
plays.  These  will  not  be  exclusively  tho 
classics,  for  these  are  receiving  attention  in 
other  quarters.  We  are  desirous  of  giving  a 
chance  to  new  writers,  many  of  whom  now 
get  old  before  they  have  an>opportunity  of 
seeing  their  plays  staged.” 

‘‘Are  you  catering  for  the  provinces  ? ” 

“ Wo  are  having  a London  season  for  the 
present.  Of  course,  there  may  be  other 
developments  later,  but  at  present  we  are 
confining  our  attention  to  the  metropolis.” 

“ Will  the  whole  of  tho  members  of  your 
company  take  up  shares  in  tho  venture  ? ” 

“ The  permanent  members  of  the  company 
will  take  up  shares.  There  will  be,  in  addition, 
actors  who  will  accept  temporary  engagements, 
and  these  will  not  bo  expected  to  take  a 
financial  interest.  Tho  scheme  has  been  enthu- 
siastically taken  up.  Miss  Ellen  Terry  is  a 
member  of  the  council,  and  has  given  her 
warmest  support  to  tho  projeot,  whilst  we  havo 
also  had  the  assistance  of  Miss  Edith  Craig, 
Miss  Marion  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Frith,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  council.” 

“•What  are  your  immediate  plans,  Miss 
Pratt  ? ” 

“ We  are  commencing  with  a children's  play, 
“Through  the  Crack,’  which  will  be  produced  at 
tho  Apollo  on  December  18th,  for  wliioh  an 
exceptionally  strong  cast  has  been  engaged- 
The  play  is  by  Algernon  Blackwood  and  Violet 
Pearn,  and  is  likely  to  prove  a great  attraction 
during  the  Christmas  holidays.  We  also  con- 
template producing  afterwards  ‘A  Place  in  tho 
Shade,’  a play  of  tho  revolution,  ‘ Swincinark, 
and  other  productions.” 

“ Do  you  intend  to  do  anything  revolu- 
tionary as  regards  the  prices  of  scats  ? ” 

“ Wo  want  cheap  prices  if  we  can  get  ® 
theatre  where  these  are  possible.  In  ul0S^ 
cases  the  prices  are  fixed  by  the  clauses  in  the 
lease,  and  t-lieso  tio  tho  hands  of  tho  manage* 
meat  and  prevent  low  prices  being  fixed. 

Since  tho  interview  was  written  we  learn 
that  tho  Registrar  has  given  his  approval  o 
tho  rules  of  tho  Actors’  Commonwealth 

Limited. 


A resolution  to  provide  a fixed  sum  P®. 
member  for  educational  purposes  was  m 
at  tho  Watford  Society’s  quarterly  meeting  • 


WHERE  GOES  THE  CREAM? 

ANOTHER  GOVERNMENT  INQUIRY  INTO  PRICES. 
PRODUCER  AND  CONSUMER. 

“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


Mis.  MURIEL  pRATT. 

That  there  is  wide  scope 


3 


IrtcKirowi  10,  1022. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


IMPRESSIONS  _of_  parliament. 

RULES  AND  FORMS  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

By  ROBERT  MURRAY,  HP. 


^□□□□□□□□□□□□DixiDnnoDouuuDCDDQDoonmaxiDaDaaDQODDogaoDQ 

: A Business  Man's  Notebook.  E 

By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.G.  f 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


I have  already  dealt  with  the  outstanding 
peculiarities  of  the  House  and  its  members  as 
these  strike  the  eye  of  a new  arrival.  I have 
said  nothing,  so  far,  about  the  rules  and  forms 
of  the  Chamber,  but  these  are  immensely 
important  in  their  influence  on  business,  and 
for  a time  they  form  a frightsome  obsession  at 
the  back  of  the  average  new  member’s  mind. 

Some  of  the  rules  are  hopelessly  unbusiness- 
like, ft»d  absolutely  useless  for  governing 
discussion  in  a modern  assembly.  Thcro  is, 
for  instance,  all  the  tomfoolery  of  Black  Bod 
and  White  Bod.  The  White  Bod  came  to  tell 
us  that  His  Majesty  had  been  graciously 
pleased  to  approvo  the  Acts  which  we  had 
passed  for  the  Irish  Free  State.  Ho  came  up 
the  floor  by  stages,  bowing  .ceremoniously  at 
every  stage,  until  he  reached  the  table,  where 
he  delivered  Ills  message.  He  then  walked 
backwarl,  still  bowing  at  correct  intervals, 
and  in  this  wise  disappeared  from  the  House. 
What  seemed  to  me  its  worst  feature  is  the  fact 
that  whatever  business  the  House  is  engaged 
upon  must  be  at  ‘once  suspended  till  t his  Boyal 
functionary  has  completed  his  task.  It  has 
apparently  not  occurred  to  past  generations 
of  legislators  that  it  would  be  a simple  and 
sensible  proceeding  if  the  Boyal  assent  to 
Acts  was  int  invited  to  the  Speaker  in  writing 
with  an  instruction  that  the  intimation  should 
be  read  to  the  House  as  speedily  as  business 
would  permit.  Similarly,  we  lrnvo  two  func- 
tionaries. in  Court  dress  and  sword,  to  bring  in 
the  Mace,  to  put  it  on  the  table,  or  under  the 
table,  according  to  whether  the'  House  is  in 
session  or  in  committee.  Why  cannot  we 
follow  the  sensible  course  of  having  the 
Speaker  intimate  whether  we  are  in  session  or 
in  committee,  without  all  this  loss  of  time  and 
money  ? 

There  is  a vast  mass  of  this  type  of  thing 
waiting  to  be  scrubbed  out  of  existence.  Con- 
sider the  fact  tliat  there  is  a form  of  question 
which  can  onlj-  be  put  to  the  Speaker  by  a 
member  sitting  and  wearing  his  hat ; and  this 
form  s so  important  that  no  raa  ter  how  urgent 
i he  question  may  be,  it  cannot  be  put  except 
under  these  conditions.  So,  if  a member 
wishes  to  break  in  with  “ a question  of  privi- 
lege," and  if  he  has  left  his  hat  in  the  cloak- 
room— as  he  should  do — then  he  must  signal 
his  distress  and  a hat  must  be  borrowed  from 
somewhere — tall  hat,  soft  hat,  bowler  hat, 
anything,  however  large  or  small  or  incon- 
gruous ; and  with  this  on,  and  seated,  the 
questioner  is  now  in  order,  which  would  bo 
altogether  out  of  order  if  he  stood  up  with  his 
head  uncovered  and  asked  the  question  like  a 
sensible  man.  These  are  only  two  out  of 
many  absurd  things  that  await  the  reformer’s 
broom  in  the  conduct  of  business  in  this 
Mother  of  Parliaments. 

Jack  Jones’  Interjections. 

One  of  the  things  which  strikes  mo  as'eur- 
prlsing  about  the  debates  is  the  amount  of 
•interjection  which  goes  on.  A speaker  is 
Constant^-  liable  to  have  his  train  of  thought 
interrupted  by  an  acid  phrase  or  word  from 
an  opponent,  or  he  may  have  his  argument 
capped  with  a word  which  destroys  all  the 
effect  he  had  worked  for.  In  this,  field  the 
new  Scottish  members  are  making  something 
of  a name  for  themselves,  but  it  is  admitted 
in  all  parts  of  the  House  that  the  place  of 
honour  for  smartness  and  effectiveness  belongs 
to  Mr.  Jack  Jones,  the  Labour  member  for 
Silvertown.  He  makes  many  interruptions 
during  each  sitting.  Of  course,  they  are  not 
all  equally  successful,  but  he  scores  many 
lnnere,  and  gets  quite  a respectable  total  of 
hull’s  eye3.  On  Friday,  last  week,  Viscount 
Curzon  was  advocating  the  building  of  war- 
ships,  and  he  went  on 'to  enumerate  the  other 
’industries  which  such  building  would  stimulate 
steel  works,  engineering  works,  munition 
factories,  railsvays,  shipping.”  “And  grave- 
yards,” came  the  prompt  addition  from  the 
member  for  .Silvertqjvh, 

During  the  -first  week  a 'member  on  the 
Government  benches  advocated  a moratorium 
in  connection  with  one  of  the  topics  discussed. 

" What  kind  of  a Torium  ‘l  ” queried  Mr. 
Jones. 

“A  moratorium,”  replied  the  speaker. 

“ It’s  a crematorium  you  want,”  was  the 
immediate  rejoinder  of  the  ready  Londoner. 

Amongst  the  members  I find  that  the  most 
popular  of  his  interruptions  was  that  whioh 
followed  an  inquiiy  about  allowances  to  the 
Sultan. 

“ Put  him  on  the  Exchange,”  said  Jonos ; 


“ fifteen  bob  a week,  and  a bob  extra  for  each 
wife.” 

Personally,  I think  his  smartest  was  one 
which  convulsed  the  House  at  the  expense  of 
/Sir  Robert  Horne.  The  latter  had  been  inter- 
rupted two  or  three  times  by  n Liberal  member. 
“ My  hon.  friend,"  he  said,  “ can  think  quicker 
than  I can  speak.”  “And  you,”  interjected 
Jonos,  “ can  speak  a great  deal  quicker  than 
you  can  tliink.” 

Mr.  Bonar  Law  and  the  Unemployed. 

With  the  editor’s  permission,  I propose,  in 
next  issue,  to  close  these  first  impressions  of  a 
new  member  by  a few  notes  on  personalities 
in  tbo  House,  and  by  an  attempt  to  estimate 
the  nature  and  the  value  of  the  work  which 
has  been  done  in  this  short  session  of  four 
weeks.  Meantime,  I would  encroach  on  that 
section  of  my  plan  by  a word  cr  two  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Bonar  Law  and  the  unemployed.  We 
are  constantly  being  asked  why  the  Prime 
Minister  so  resolutely  refused  to  see  tho 
unemployed,  and  if  that  has  not  taken  from 
us  a great  opportunity  to  push  home  our 
unemployment  arguments.  Why  he  should 
have  remained  so  unbending  in  his  decision 
not  to  see  the  men  is  of  secondary  importance  ? 

The  more  important  question  is,  Has  the 
cause  of  the  unemployed  gaiired  or  lost  by  this 
action  ? Personally,  1 think  it  was  a mistake 
in  tactics  on  the  Prime  Minister’s  part,  and 
Jias  enabled  the  Labour  members  to  present 
the  claims  of  the  unemployed  in  a way  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  impossible.  If  a 
deputation  had  been  received,  what  would 
they  have  dono  ? They  could  only  have 
moved  Mr.  Bonar  Law  with  the  logic  of  their 
claim  for  work  or  adequate  maintenance,  'or 
with  an  emotional  appeal  based  upon  the 
existence  of  their  misery.  He  would  have 
expressed  his  sympathy,  his  regret  that  he 
could  do  so  little  and  his  determination  to  do 
all  he  could,  and  there  the  matter  would  have 
ended.  But  the  refusal  of  the  Prime  Minister 
to  see  tho  representatives  of  one-and-a-half 
million  unemployed  gave  us  an  opportunity 
to  press  their  claims  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  denied  us,  or  at  least  restricted  by 
the  rules  of  the  Houso.  Every  possible  advan- 
tage was  taken  of  this,  both  by  logical  argu- 
ment and  emotional  appeal,  to  move  the 
Government  from  its  declared  policy  of  tran- 
quillity and  negation.  The  second  tactical 
error  of  the  -Premier,  in  trying  to  dope  tho 
London  press  with  “ Bolshevik  ” rubbish  about 
the  leaders  of  the  unemployed  marchers,  pro- 
vided a further  splendid  opportunity,  which 
again  was  worked  for  all  it  was  worth.  And 
» what,  readers  may  ask,  will  be  the  legislative 
effect  of  this  ? It  may  be  difficult  to  say,  but 
watching  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Govern- 
ment’s Front  Bench  closely,  as  I did,  during 
the  discussions,  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  repeatedly  he  and  they  were  visibly 
loosened  from  their  moorings,  and  that  the 
influence  of  the  discussions  will,  I believe,  be 
seen  in  tho  official  attitude  towards  local 
schemes  and  other  proposals  for  relieving  the 
situation. 

In  this  way  the  unemployed  marchers 
exercised,  as  I Bee  it,  a very  considerable  in- 
fluence upon  the  Government,  and  one  whioh 
may  have  very  useful  results,  even  if  the 
Government  refuses  to  * recognise  that  tho 
impulse  came  from  men  who  were  contemptu- 
ously derided  and  dismissed. 


A CHANCE  MISSED. 

IRELAND  AS  A PEACEFUL  NATION. 

Mu.  W.  E.  Goldtiiohp  (manager  of  tho 
Glossop  Society),  in  accepting  an  illuminated 
address  in  recognition  of  fifty  years’  service 
on  Saturday,  suid  tliat  on  the  files  of  tho 
“ Co-operative  News,”  no  doubt  would  be 
found  years  ngo,  a history  of  a venture  in 
Ireland  of  getting  the  land  for  tho  people 
Ho  thought  the  man’s  name  was  Craig  who 
was  responsible  for  it.  Jt  was  practical  co- 
operation, and  only  failed  because  the  nan 
who  owned  tile  land  got  short  of  capital,  and 
had  to  sell  out. 

If  that  venture  in  co-operatidn  had 
come  to  its  fruition,  Ireland  would  have 
been  a peaceful  nation  to-day. 

Through  the  influence  that  would  have 
gone  forth  through  that  venture,  tho  Groat 
War,  in  his  opinion,  would  not  have  hap- 
pened, and  tho  nations  of  tho  earth  would 
have  been  nearer  a Leaven  upon  earth  than 
they  wero  at  present. 


The  Dunlop  Rubber  Company. 

Auout  a couple  of  years  ago  the  Dunlop 
Rubber  Company  caused  a sensation  by  the 
disclosure  in  its  accounts  that  it  had  lost 
something  like  £8,300,000  on  the  fall  in 
rubber.  Apart  from  its  stocks,  the  company 
had  running  numerous  contracts  lor  future 
deliveries  of  rubber  at  prioes  over  2s.  per 
pound,  whereas  only  two  or  three  months 
ago  the  price  was  below  7d.  per  pound;  since 
then  it  has  risen  to  about  Is.  2d.  per  pound. 
The  Dunlop  Rubber  Company  report  has 
now  been  issued,  and  this  time  covers  a 
period  of  teu  months  ended  June  30th  last. 
The  profit  shown  is  £1,054,683,  but  the 
position  is  not  quite  so  good  as  might  appear 
from  that  figure,  for  from  it  must  be  de- 
ducted the  net  trading  loss  on  the  company’s 
plantations  for  tho  year  1921,  which  amounts 
to  £44,109,  the  loss  on  another  subsidiary, 
the  Improved  Steel  Company,  of  £115,310, 
and  interest  on  debentures,  bank  loans,  Arc., 
£306,996,  after  whioh  the  net  profit  is 
£558,267.  Tho  losses  arising  on  forward 
contracts  during  the  ten  months  covered  by 
the  report  have  not  been  deducted  from  the 
profits,  hut  have  been  taken  out  of  the  re- 
serve, which  has  fallen  from  £2,767,644  to 
£907,520,  from  which  it  is  evident  that  if 
these  losses  had  been  charged  to  profits,  the 
ten  months  referred  to  would  have  shown  a 
heavy  loss.  Tho  company  has  a fine  name 
and  a good  business,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
become  successful  again ; but  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  necessary  to  write  a considerable 
amount  of  the  ordinary  capital  as  lost,  for 
the  balance  sheet  shows  a debit  balance  of 
£7,731,739.  Last  year  Sir  Erie  Geddes  be- 
came a director,  and  it  would  appear  that 
he  is  now  to  become  chairman,  for  at  the 
meeting  to  lie  held  on  tlie  18th  inst.  resolu- 
tions are  to  be  put  providing  that  he  shall 
receive  £5.000  per  annum  while  he  is  chair- 
man, and  that  on  top  of  that  he  shall  be 
paid  £10,000  as  remuneration  for  his  special 
service  as  a director  during  the  twelve 
months  ended  September  30th,  1923.  Sir 
Eric  Geddes  evidently  knows  how  to  look 
after  himself,  for  at  the  North-Eastern  Rail- 
way meeting  the  other  day,  on  protests 
being  again  raised  against  the  payment  to 
him  of  £50,000  when  he  left  that  company, 
the  chairman  explained  that  Sir  Eric  had  a 
contract  which  provided  for  compensation  in 
the  event  of  nationalisation  or  anything 
which  would  cause  him  to  lose  his  position, 
and  that  this 

£50,000  was  not  paid  by  the  North- 
Eastern  Railway,  but  it  was  paid  by  the 
Government. 

Activity  in  coal. 

A stranger,  reading  tho  financial  press 
and  nothing  else,  would  bo  astounded  if 
he  were  told  that  the  coal  miners  in  this 
country  were  living  in  a state  of  penury, 
for  in  the  newspapers  referred  to  he  would 
read  nothing  regarding  that  industry 
other  than  reports  of  great  prosperity. 

He  would  read  that  so  great  are  the  exports 
of  coal  that  in  the  South  Wales  docks  it 
cannot  be  shipped  fast  enough,  there  being 
daily  a large  number  of  steamers  awaiting 
loading  berths,  and  that  customers  have 
great  difficulty  in  placing  orders,  the  col- 
liery ownors  having  full  order  books. 
Cardiff  reports,  for  instance,  that  no  less 
than  forty  steamers  are  awaiting  room  to 
load  up,  while  Newcnstle-on-Tyne  relates 
that  last  week  there  were  ns  many  as  thirty 
vessels  waiting  to  load  at  the  six  available 
berths,  and  that  some  of  them  were  of  large 
size  and  difficult  to  load,  with  the  result 
that  some  steamers  wero  kept  waiting  four 
days. 

As  regards  prices,  these  have  risen^and 
are  steady  for  the  first  three  months  of 
next  year,  and  the  outlook  is  regarded  as 
very  satisfactory.  The  following  table  shows 
the  growth  in  our  coal  exports  during  the 
present  year.  The  heavy  shipments  in 
August  and  September  were  swollen  owing 
to  abnormal  exports  to  America  resulting 
from  the  coal  strike  there:  — 


Month, 

Toub  of  Toni  oxpi 

January  

4,020,935 

February  

4,014,334 

March  

April  

4,096,578 

May  

5,057,230 

June  

1. 793,6 18 

July  

6,063,763 

August  

6,146,121 

September  ...... 

7,082,729 

October  

6,196,411 

Woollen  Mills  in  Australia. 

Newly-developed;  countries  like  Canada, 
Australia,  Argentina,  Brazil,  Arc.,  start  off 
by  exporting  foodstuffs  and  raw  material 
which  are  most  easily,  produced  bj'  a small 
population  settled  on  a large  area  and  im- 
porting practically  all  their  requirements  in 
the  shape  of  jmmufactures.  An  old  country 
like  Britain,  with  a largo  population  and  a 
small  area  , does  precisely  the  opposite  thing, 
exporting  manufactured  goods  and  import- 
ing foodstuffs  and  raw  materials.  The  ten- 
dency is  for  “ new  ” countries,  as  they 
become  more  populated,  gradually  to  set  up 
their  own  manufacturing  industries,  and 
this  tendency  is  in  operation  throughout  tho 
world.  I read  in  an  Australian  paper  tliat 
the  machinery  is  now  on  its  way  from  this 
country  for  big  woollen  mills  that  aro  being 
built  for  Messrs.  Kelsall  and  Kemp  (Roch- 


dale) at  Launceston,  Tasmania,  a large  pro-, 
portion  of  the  capital  for  which  has  been 
subscribed  locally.  I also  read  that  Messrs. 
Batons  and  Baldwins  (Halifax  and  Alloa) 
are  building  at  Launceston  some  largo 
spinning  worsted  mills.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  this  tendency  will  continue,  for  after  all 
it  is  not  economical  for  great  sheep-raising 
countries  like  Australia  and  Argentina  to 
ship  their  wool  some  6,000  miles  or  more 
across  the  ocean  and  then  re-purchase  part 
of  it  in  the  form  of  blankets,  clothing,  &c., 
shipped  back  another  6,000  miles  or  more. 
To  keep  pace  with  this  tendency,  we  at  home 
should  grow  more  of  our  food  to  make  up 
lor  the  ultimate  diminution  of  our  exports 
of  manufactures;  and  one  of  these  days  we 
shall  perhaps  get  a Government  which  will 
carry  out  a policy  directed  to  this  end. 

Ocean  Passenger  Fares. 

While  the  peace  slump  lias  brought- about 
a very  heavy  fall  in  ocean  freights — so 
heavy,  in  fact,  that  many  shipping  com- 
panies find  it  difficult  to  make  a profit  ft 
the  present  time — passenger  fares  havo  not 
had  a similar  reduction.  One  reads  every 
now  and  again  of  a reduction  of  passenger 
hires,  but  in  most  cases  these  affect  the 
higher  classes.  While  those  who  travel  or 
emigrate  have  a rough  idea  of  the  fares 
charged,  the  average  person  cannot  nmko 
even  an  approximate  guess  at  them,  so  it 
may  be  of  interest  to  give  the  following 
specimen  rates  in  force  at  the  present 
time : — 

London  to  Bombay,  first  class,  single,  £70 
to  £90;  return,  £122  to  £157. 

London  to  Sydney,  first  class,  single,  £114 
to  £134;.  return,  £200  to  £235;  third  class, 
single,  £40  to  £48. 

London  to  New  Zealand,  first  class, 
single,  £118  to  £138;  third  class,  single, 
£43  to  £49. 

The  single  fare  from  London  to  New  York 
and  Canadian  ports  varies  according  to  the 
class  of  steamer,  and  can  be  as  high  as  £60 
or  £70,  and  as  low  as  £16  15s. 


BRIGHTER  DAYS. 


C.W.S.  TRADE  STEADILY  IMPROVING. 


DIRECTORS'  SPEECHES. 


Speaking  at  the  exhibition  at  Chester,,  on 
Saturday,  and  referring  to  the  position  of 
the  C.W.S. , Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (director)  said 
that  for  the  quarter  recently  closed  the 
trade  of  the  factories  had  been  slowly  but 
steadily  improving;  practically  all  the  cloth- 
ing, furniture,  and  boot  factories  were 
showing  slight  increases  in  their  output. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  -trend  of 
events  (he  proceeded)  he  thought  there  was 
going  to  be  an  improvement  in  trade.  He 
hoped  so  sincerely.  As  s on  as  they  could 
get  back  to  normal  conditions  it  would  be 
belter  for  the  whole  country.  The -difficulty 
appeared  to  be  that  they  oould  not  regain 
their  European  markets  after  the  tremendous 
upheaval  of  the  war.  He  hoped  this  latest 
conference  at  Lausanne  would  have  some 
effect  in  regulating  conditions  and  in  im- 
proving the  relations  between  various  coun- 
tries, so  tliat  they  could  get  back  to  normal 
trade.  v 

A League  of  Peoples. 

Mr.  W.  Lander  (C.W.S.  director)  was  at 
Glossop  on  Saturday  night,  in  connection 
with  a presentation  to  Mr.  Gold  thorp 
(general  manager),  and  said  that  though  he 
was  a strong  advocate  of  the  league  of 
Nations,  he  believed  a much  better  thing 
*A\ould  be  a League  of  Peoples  of  the  various 
countries  of  the  world. 

In  a passing  reference  to  Russia,  Mr. 
Lander  said,  “we  lost  money  in  that 
country,  but  lives  are  of  more  value  than 
money.’’ 


GOING  STRONG 


Following  the  successful  display  of  Unity 
shopGttings  at  the  C.W.S.  exhibition  at 
Ashton-under-Lyne,  in  October  last,  the 
C.W.S.  Building  Department,  of  Broughton- 
lnne,  Manchester,  will  be  showing  their 
latest  product  ions  in  this  particular  line  and 
also  motor  bodies,  at  the  extensive  exhibi- 
tion of  C.W.S.  productions,  to  be  held  in 
Bolton,  from  Saturday.  January  13.  to 
January  20th,  1923.  Visitors  from  all 
retail  societies  will  be  welcomed  at  their 
stand,  and  they  hope  to  secure  a full  inquiry 
and  order  book  ere  the  exhibition  closes  its 
doors.  In  tliat  we  wish  them  every  success. 


The  monthly  letter  to  the  branches  of  the 
National  Men’s  Guild  donl*  with  finance. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (joint  hon.  secretary) 
examines  the  income  and  expenditure  for  fho 
past  seven  years,  and  comes  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  “ If  our  guild  is  to  live  and  grow 
and  become  a still  greater  power  for  good  in 
tho  co-operative  movement  and  tho  public 
life  of  Britain,  it  must  have  a larger 
income.” 
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THE  MOVEMENT  IN  LATVIA. 

a EXCELLENT  EVIDENCE  OF  GOOD  PROGRESS. 


* Tue  co-operative  movement  in  Latvia,  one 
of  tho  free  Baltic  State?,  is  embodied  in 
“Konsums,”  tho  Central  Union,  to  which,  at 
tho  end  of  1921,  there  were  affiliated : Co- 
operative consumers’  societies,  163,  against  90 
in  1920;  agricultural  co-operative  societies, 
SI  (SI);  savings  and  credit  banks.  21  (21); 
co-operative  dairy  societies,  13  (13);  total, 
278  (205). 

The  0x5,000  members  of  the  27S  societies 
affiliated  are  grouped  as  follows ; Agricul- 
turists and  landowners,  48  4 per  cent.  ; agri- 
cultural tenants  and  farmers  on  the  half-profit 
system,  14  6;  workmen,  114;  independent 
workers  and  officials,  10'3 ; artisans,  8*3 ; 
without  any  declared  profession,  7. 

The  total  of  the  balance  of  the  “ Konsums  ’’ 
at  the  end  of  1921  was  115,05S,061  roubles. 

Trcde  and  Production. 

The  • Konsums”  operates  in  Riga,  and 
through  10  branch  organisations,  5 being  in 
1 iv  raia,  3 in  Couriand  and  Semgalhn.  and  2 
in  1-ettgallen.  The  tales  in  Riga  amounted  to 
112,024,864  roubles,  and  at  the  branches 
to  74.8-46, 5S7  roubles. 

Statistics  show  the  percentages  of  sales  to  have 
been  : Agricultural  machines  and  requirements 
36-9  ; goods  of  consumption,  324  ; different 
articles,  9-3  ; leather.  6 3 ; iron,  4-3  ; machines 
and  articles  for  dairies,  42;  seeds,  2-9  ; tex- 
tile fabrics,  2-2 ; and  drugs,  14.  Moreover, 
the  department  for  the  purchase  of  flax, 
linseed,  and  cereals  sold  goods  to  the  extent  of 
110.909.779  15  roubles,  whilst  the  sales  of  the 
department  for  the  exportation  of  wood  and 
other  good--  amounted  to.40.409,537'06  roubles. 

The  industrial  enterprises  started  by  the 
“Konsums”  are  a mill  for  grinding  bones, 
and  from  winch  pulverised  bones,  fat,  and  glue 
(in  liquid  and  solid  state)  are  obtained  ; a tar 
factory  for  providing  turpentine,  tar  extracted 
from  wood,  and  charcoal  ; several  tanneries, 
which  have  produced 23,500  piccrs  of  all  kinds 
of  leather  : a sawmill,  in  which  1,120  standards 
' of  different  wood  materials  were  produced  ; a 
corn  mill  at  Strentschi ; and  a mechanics’ 
workshop. 

l-ast  year  important  repairs  were  undertaken 
on  behalf  of  several  co-operative  dairy  societies, 
and  direct  technical  assistance  was  also  given, 
among  other.-,  to  the  Town  Council  of  Walka 
by  completing  the  electric  works  of  that  town. 

The  turnover  of  the  technical  department 
in  1921  derived  from  work  done  and  goods 
supplied  figures  at  3,813.414-96  roubles. 

The  production  of  the  mill  for  gr  inding  bones 
amounted  to  3,835,862-94,  and  2,990,000 
rouble--  » -jni  the  other  industrial  enterprises. 

Ofjotisation  and  Education. 

No  than  2,426  societies  sought  advice  or 
information  from  tho  "Konsums”  in  1921, 
and  written  replies  were  given  in  1,623  eases. 
.Some  148  new  societies  were  .registered  in  the 
V»ie a district,  and  66  elsewhere. 

The  work  of  organisation  includes  model 
statutes,  lectures,  the  publication  of  books 
ar.d  pamphlets,  congresses,  the  defenoe  of 
collective  interests,  auditing,  the  training  of 
officials  and  employees ; and  regarding  the 
last-named,  there  is  an  employment  agency, 
which,  in  1921,  was  used  by  45  societies  and 
140  persons  seeking  employment. 

“ Kopdarbiba  ” is  the  weekly  periodical  of 
the  Central  Union.  It  is  of  a popular  and 
scientific  character ; and  besides  articles  on 
co-operative  questions  at  borne  and  abroad, 
political  economy,  technics,  and  house  manage- 
ment, there  arc  to  be  found  illustrations  of 
co-operative  life  and  of  co-operative  establish- 
ments, as  well  as  historical  essays  on  Latvia 
and  on  the  development  of  culture  among  its 
inhabitants.  The  co-operative  societies  and  a 
widespread  public  subscribe  to  this  periodical, 
which  therefore  does  much  towards  the  propa- 
gation of  the  co-operative  idea  in  the  whole 
land. 


MEXICO'S  PRESIDENT. 

DINES  WITH  CO-OPERATORS. 

There  ,s  more  trouble  in  Mexico.  President 
Obregon,  according  to  one  of  our  American 
exchanges,  has  given  offence  to  the  silk-tiled 
foreign  diplomatic  corps  by  dining  with  tho 
Union  Waiters  and  Restaurant  Workers  at 
their  annual  banquet  in  preference  to  attending 
an  elaborate  feast  given  the  samo  night  by 
the  diplomats  and  wealthy  residents  of  tho 


foreign  colony  at  an  exclusive  country  club — a 
feast  prepared  and  served  by  members  of  tho 
very  union  that  was  entertaining  tho  President. 
Obregon  had  received  invitations  to  both  ban- 
quets. He  sent  his  envoy  to  eat  with  the 
society ; he  dined  with  the  waiters. 

Besides  securing  decent  wages  and  working 
conditions  for  its  member's,  the  Union  of 
Restaurant  Workers  is  a producers’  co-opera- 
tive for  the  serving  of  banquets.  It  has  a largo 
working  capital  and  mar  y thousands  of  dollars 
worth  of  kitchen  utensils,  tables,  tableware, 
and  linen,  and  is  equipped  to  serve  any  sort 
of  banquet,  from  tho  largest  to  the  most 
humble.  Tho  union  buys,  prepares,  cooks,  and 
serves  the  food,  bringing  and  carrying  away 
all  the  necessary  equipment. 


CO-OPERATION  BY  RADIO 

AN  AMERICAN  INNOVATION. 

Co-operative  propaganda,  according  to  the 
C'o-operative  League  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  is  now  being  widely  broadcasted  by 
radiophone.  In  Marquette  University,  at  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  a radiophone  set  was 
'recently  installed  for  the  purpose  of  broad- 
casting educational  lectures  within  a radius 
of  hundreds  of  miles. 

The  first  lecture  to  be  delivered  by  radio  was 
one  by  Father  Joseph  Reiner,  of  the  University 
Faculty,  on  “ The  Co-operative  Movement.” 
Thousands  of  radio  “ fans,”  listening  intently 
with  receivers  strapped  to  then-  ears  for  the 
latest  news,  heard  the  message  of  co-operation. 
Word  was  received  that  the  lecture  was  heard 
as  far  away  as  Sault  Ste  Marie,  Mich.,  about 
four  hundred  miles  distant. 

Father  Joseph  Reiner  is  the  hoad  of  the 
Inter-Collegiate  Co-operative  Society,  which  is 
attempting  to  organise  co-operative  study  clubs 
in  all  the  universities.  The  first  chapter  of  the 
society  to  be  established  was  recently  organised 
in  Marquette  University. 


THE  IRRESPONSIBLE  PURCHASER. 

WHY  WORKING  PEOPLE  PASS  THE  STORE. 
GLAMOUR  OF  THE  SHOP  WINDOW. 

“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS"  SPECIAL. 


The  Trade  Campaign  is  evidence  of  the 
concern  of  co-operative  leaders  about  the  pro- 
gress of  voluntary  co-operalion. 

For  many  yearn  the  Women’s  Guild,  mem- 
bers of  educational  and  general  committees, 
paid  propagandists,  journalists,  and  class 
teachers  have  been  endeavouring  to  spread  the 
message  and  meaning  of  the  movement.  They 
have  had  some  success,  but  then'  efforts  have 
not  all  met  with  due  reward. 

The  pages  of  the  “ News  ” show  there  is  a 
spirit  of  inquiry  and  criticism  abroad.  This  is 
a good  sign.  The  official  section  in  particular 
have  beeu  too  complacent.  They  have  taken 
too  many  things  for  granted. 

The  position  of  the  working  classes  is  not 
good.  At  the  best  it  is  uncertain.  Many  earn, 
when  employment  is  normal,  poor  wages,  and 
there  is  always  the  fear  of  unemployment. 
Capitalist  production  and  distribution  have 
been  tried  and  found  wanting.  They  are  dis- 
orderly and  haphazard  ; and  the  fierce  rivalry 
which  they  engender  end  in  the  long  run  in  war. 
Occasionally  one  comes  across  a capitalist 
employer  who  feels  that  the  methods  of  the 
class  to  which  he  belongs  are  wrong,  that  there 
is  something  rotten  in  world  affairs.  He  is 
groping  for  light.  He  would  act  differently  if 
he  could,  even  if  it  meant  personal  loss  to 
himself. 

A Hopeful  Message. 

Co-operation  comes  with  a hopeful  message. 
Its  advocates  tell  how  industry  and  commerce 
might  be  organised,  how  much  waste  might  be 
eliminated,  how  man’s  power  over  the  forces  of 
nature  might  be  used  to  produce  a sufficiency 
for  all  who  would  work.  They  cau  point  to 
what  the  voluntary  co-operative  movement 
has  done.  “ See,”  they  sav,  “ how  by  joining 
our  savings  together  we  have  stocked  our 
stores,  built  our  factories,  set  up  our  depots  in 
foreign  countries.  Wo  bear  no  ill-will  towards 
the  men  find  women  of  other. count  lies.  Along 
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with  our  own  welfare  we  seek  theirs  also 
Como  and  join  us,  so  that  we  may  become 
stronger,  and  in  our  collective  strength  anj 
1 greatness  bring  peace  and  plenty  and  not  & 
sword  and  famine.’’ 

Men  and  women  with  tongues  and  pens  more 
powerful  than  the  writer's  amplify  the  message 
They  fill  in  the  gaps,  they  complete  the  picture.* 
And  yet  the  workers,  in  the  main,  refuse  to 
listen.  Why  ? 

The  secret  of  the  joy  people  get  out  of 
shopping  lies  in' its  irresponsibility,  its  freedom. 
The  workers  are  bound  in  many  ways.  They 
are  ruled  by  a clock ; their  short  holidays  are 
governed  by  a schedule;  their  capacity  to 
spend  is  limited  by  then  uncertain  earnings. 
But  at  least  they  are  free  to  spend  what  they 
earn  where  they  please,  and  it  is  because  they 
cherish  the  freedom  which  is  left  to  them  that 
they  go  by  co-operative  stores  and  maintain 
private  trade. 

Limitations  on  Freedom. 

Now,  loyalty  to  the  stores  implies  a limitation 
of  freedom.  It  implies  the  conception  of  a 
definite  idea  behind  every  purchase.  Universal 
co-operation  might  widen  the  freedom  of  pur- 
chasers, and  give  them  more  money  to  spend. 
But  it’s  a long  route  to  that  promised  land, 
and  there  are  many  temptations  by  the  way. 
Very  clever  men  and  women  are  engaged  in 
private  trade.  They  know  the  market  for 
useful,  beautiful,  and  attractive  goods,  and 
when  they  have  got  them  they  can  display 
them  with  skill  and  taste.  Customers,  male 
and  female,  like  to  promenade  the  public 
thoroughfares  where  the  shops  are  situated, 
and  if  they  have  not  money  enough  to  buy  all 
they  want,  can  at  least  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
choosing  the  articles  they  can  pay  for.  They 
wonder  why  they  should  be  tied  to  a particular 
shop  in  a particular  quarter  to  which  they  have 
been  told  to  go  because  it  is  a duty. 

Consciously  and  sub-consciously  they  are 
sick  of  having  to  stay  in  a narrow  groove,  and 
for  immediate  freedom  they  are  prepared  to 
sacrifice  ultimate  liberty. 

A man  wants  a certain  kind  of  hat,  a special 
brand  of  tobacco ; lienees  a tie  that  pleases  him 
and  a pair  of  boots  that  he  likes,  and  he  buys 
them  anywhere.  If  he  has  co-operative  ideas 
he  does  this  with  some  compunction.  If  he 
has  not  he  does  it  naturally,  and  thinks  no 
more  about  it.  A woman,  ranging  the  shop 
windows  with  her  roving  eye  and  with  money 
in  her  purse,  enters  the  lists  and  behaves  like 
a conqueror  so  long  as  she  has  coin  left. 

The  competitors  of  the  co-operative 
movement  are  alive  to  this  aspect  of  human 
nature.  They  know  their  living  depends  on 
catching  the  eye  of  prospective  customers. 
They  know  tho  value  of  an  attractive  shop 
and  courteous  treatment.  A slovenly,  un- 
couth, ill-mannered  shopkeeper  is  not 
likely  to  remain  long  in  business. 

Even  the  best  among  co-operators  are  occa- 
sionally backsliders ; they  sin  against  the  faith. 
How  much  more  readily  those  who  are  without 
principles  to  guide  them  ? The  movement  has 
arrayed  against  it  powerful  interests.  It  is 
confronted  with  an  apathetic  membership 
within  and  a wholly  indifferent  body  of  con- 
sumers without. 

The  progress  of  the  movement  will  de- 
pend on  tho  extent  it  is  able  to  get  the 
co-operative  idea  stuck  in  the  heads  of 
the  working  classes.  It  will  depend,  too, 
on  its  ability  to  beat  its  competitors  at 
their  own  trade,  to  advertise  successfully, 
to  produco  and  distribute  more  cheaply 
than  its  rivals.  Loyalty  is  a good  word, 
but  the  word  standing  without  the  sup- 
port of  sound  business  methods  will  help 
the  movement  little. 

Capable  men  and  women  are  beginning  to 
realise  this,  and  observers  like  the  writer  bavo 
said  for  a long  while  that  prices  are  more  potent 
than  speeches  and  pamphlets.  B. 


The  Enfield  Highway  Society’s  “ ’Wheat* 
sheaf  ” has  done  good  service  in  effectively 
disposing  of  the  private  traders’  allegation 
that  co-operative  societies  pay  no  taxes.  Iu 
a tabular  statement  it  is  shown  that  the 
distributive  societies  in  the  Metropolitan 
area  pay  annually  £68.554  17s.  lOd.  in  rates 
and  £19,663  7s.  4d.  in  taxes.  This  total 
does  not  include  tho  State  contributions  01 
the  C.W.S.,  the  C'o-operative  Building 
Society,  the  two  printing  societies,  and  otIi*r 
minor  organisations  in  the  Metropolis. 
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EVENTS  OE  THE  NEW  YEAR. 

Thebe  are  welcome  signs  that  co-operators 
lire  now  taking  a keener  interest  in  the 
national  movement  to  secure  greater  facili- 
ties for  adult  education.  Education,  com- 
mittees in  different  parts  of  the  country 
have  discussed  the  subject;  the  Central 
Education  Committee  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  have  decided  that  it  shall  bo  con- 
sidered at  a number  of  special  conferences; 
and  it  is  officially  announced  that  essayists 
who  take  part  in  the  Co-operative  Union’s 
annual  prize  essay  contest  will  this  year  be 
required  to  treat  on  “ The  Place  of  the  Co- 
operative Movement  in  the  Sphere  of  Adult 
Education.” 

Real  Co-operative  Education. 

The  real  task  of  the  co-operative  move- 
ment in  the  sphere  of  adult  education  is  to 
propagate  knowledge  of  co-operation,  to 
teach  the  principles  of  voluntary  association, 
and  to  prepare  men  and  women  for  co-opera- 
tive life.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  concerned  with 
with  ethical  ideas  and  social  philosophy,  with 
principles  of  government,  with  the  duties  of 
citizens  and  the  rights  of  man.  and  with 
all  kinds  of  spiritual  teaching  which  are 
properly  so-called,.  As  a teaching  body,  the 
co-operative  movement  therefore  ranks  with 
religious  organisations,  with  the  older  uni- 
versities. with  the  Workers'  Educational 
Association,  the  Central  Labour  College,  the 
Adult  School  movement,  and  all  voluntary 
teaching  bodies  supported  by  those  who  be- 
lieve in  the  doctrines  taught. 

As  yet  the  co-operative  movement  has 

hardly  risen  to  the  height  of  its  great 

argument  in  the  held  of  education. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  it  has  not  yet 
done  so— it  is  only  at  the  beginning  of  its 
career,  its  educational  work  has  never  been 
adequately  financed,  while  many  enthusias- 
tic co-operators  who  have  not  developed 
ihe  power  to  view  all  life  from  the  -co- 
operative standpoint  do  not  yet  try  all 
things  on  the  touchstone  cf  co-operative 
principles. 

But  the  world  does  move.  More  is  being 
done  to-day  to  educate  men  and  women  in 
co-operative  ways  and  habits  than  was 
ever  done  before.  The  Central  Education 
Committee  does  much  more  to  propagate 
co-operative  principles  than  it  did  some 
years  ago  ■ the  Men’s  and  Women's  Guilds 
are  spreading  co-operative  ideas  among  the 
more  active  members  of  co-operative  socie- 
ties; and  the  co-operative  .press  is  eter- 
nally reminding  co-operators  that  the 
principles  of  co-operation  are  not  a secret 
to  be  guarded  jealously  by  a private  cult 
or  little  coterie  of  superior  persons,  but 
great  truths  to  be  proclaimed  openlv  and 
boldly  to  all  the  world. 

Week-ends. 

New  methods  of  infusing  co-operative 
thought  into  the  public  mind  haVe  been 
adopted  in  recent  years  with  great  and 
growing  success.  Of  these  methods  the 
best  known  and  most  important  are  the 
Easter  week-end  gatherings  and  summer 
schools  arranged  eacli  year  by  the  Central 
Education  Committee.  The  thirteenth 
Easter  week-end  for  co-operators  will  be 
held  at  Lincoln  from  Thursday,  March 
29th,  to  Monday,  April  2nd.  Copies  of  the 
week-end  programme  have  already  been 
sent  to  societies  and  education  committees 
and  guilds,  and  all  who  are  interested  in 
tile  gathering  can  obtain  a copy  by  apply- 
ing to  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood,  Holyoake  House, 
Manchester.  The  speakers  at  different 
meetings  held  during  the  week-end  will  be 
Dr.  Albert  Mansbridge,  M.A..  the  Dean  of 
Lincoln,  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae.  J.P.,  Mr.  D. 
MTnnes,  J.P..  and  Professor  Hall,  M.A. 
Notable  events  included  in  the  programme 
are  the  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the 
Men's  Guild,  a Midland  sectional  confer- 
ence, a rally  _of  comrades'  circles,  an 
excursion  to  the  birthplace  of  Lord  Tenny- 
son, and  a special,  service  in  the  Cathedral. 

Those  who  attend  the  Easter  week-end 
meetings  receive  no  formal  instruction,  for 
teaching  in  the  narrow  sense  is  not  even 
attempted  by  any  who  address  the 
assembled  students.  All  who  attend  the 
various  meetings  held  each  year  find  their 
minds  are  enlarged;  they  hear  new  ideas 
expounded;  they  are  stimulated  to  greater 
intellectual  activity;  they  are  inspired  to 
work  still  harder  on  behalf  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  and  the  co-operative  cause. 
These  are  results  not  to  be  despised,  and 
undoubtedly  the  annnal  En»ter  meetings 
form  one  of  the  best  means  of  11  mass  edu- 
cation ” yet  employed  by  co-operators. 

Co-operative  Politics. 

^At  the  Easter  week-end  meeting  held  at 
York  two  years  ago  there  was  a lively  dis- 
cussion on  the  relation  of  co-operative 
education  and  co-operativo  polities.  It  was 

omted  out  that  practically  nothing  had 

eeu  done  by  co-operative  educationists 
and  teachers  to  prepare  co-operators  for 
political  action,  although  it  is  as  necessary 
to  make  adequate  provision  for  their1 
political  education  as  it  is  to  teach  the 
history  of  co-operation  and  the  economics 
of  associated  industry.  Since  that  dis- 
cussion took  place  a little — a very  little — 
hns  been  done  by  political  and  educational 
bodies  in  the  movement  to'elarify  and  ex- 
pound the  principles  of  co-operative  politics 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


“ Politicians,"  said  Mr.  G.  Brownbill 
(chairman  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society),  at  the  shareholders’ 
meeting  in  Manchester  on  Saturday,  “ may 
have  some  use ‘for  the  word  tranquillity;  but 
we,  as  directors  of  the  N.C.P.S.,  have  none." 
" Between  tranquillity  and  stagnation  there 
is  very  little  difference."  ho  added. 

Mr.  Brownbill,  at  the  moment,  was  re- 
ferring to  the  directors’  efforts  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  the  papers  and  magazines 
under  their  control.  Later  on  one  or  two 
delegates  stated  that  their  societies  had 
difficulty  in  giviug  the  “ Co-operative 
News  " away.  This  he  described  as  lament- 
able, disclosing,  as  it  did,  a lack  of  intelli- 
gence on  the  part  of  members  in  matters 
which  should  vitally  interest  them  as  co- 
operators.  The  directors  were  striving  to 
remedy  this  state  of  affairs,  but  their  suc- 
cess would  bo  largely  determined  by  the 
amount  of  support  they . received  from 
societies. 

Other  matters  were  dealt  with  before  this 
pronouncement  came  from  the  chair,  includ-- 
ing  the  addition  of. nine  nr  ten  societies  to 
the  membership  roll. 

Mr.  W.  Bainfortli  (auditor)  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  formation  of  ad- 
visory councils  had  occasioned  a new  item 
of  expense. 

Directors’  Report. 

The  report  for  the  half-year  showed  a net 
loss  of  £1,055  7s.  6d.  The  Scottish  Section 
had  made  a profit  of  £557  Is.  7d.,  and  the 
loss  on  the  operations  at  Manchester 
amounted  to  £1.581  7s.  5d. 

Publications  printed  in  Manchester  had 
been  reduced  in  price,  and  this  accounted 
for  a decrease  of  £2,724  10s.  4d.  in  the  re- 
venue. The  sum  of  £967  17s.  had  also  beep 
set  aside  for  interest  on  shares  and  loans, 
and  £1.785  7s.  7d.  for  depreciation.  The 
depreciation  was  £770  more  than  in  the  pre- 
vious half-year,  owing  to  the  new  machinery 
laid  down. 

So  far  as  circulation  was  concerned,  the 
whole  of  the  society’s  publications  had  suf- 
fered slightly,  owing  to  the.  prevalence  of 
Unemployment  and  diminished  resources  of 
many  educational  committees. 

The  directors  appealed  for  the  whole- 
hearted support  of  all  the  forces  in  the 
movement  in  building  up  a press  service 
that  will  hold  its  own  against  tho  capi- 
talist  press  danger,  and  be  a means  of 
enlightenment  to  all  who  are  at  present 
left  dependent  upon  anti-social  organs  for 
their  news. 

Not  Down-hearted. 

The  Chairman  said  he  was  not  a bit  down- 
hearted at  the  result  of  the  half-year's  work- 
ing; indeed,  during  the  twenty-two  years 
he  had  been  connected  with  the  society  lie 
hud  seldom  seen  a financial  statement  where 
there  was  less  need  for  dissatisfaction. 
Probably  three-fourths  of  those  present  were 
or  had  been  associated  with  boards  of  man- 
agement, and  he  thought  the  men  with  the 
longest  experience  would  agree  that  there 
had  never  been  a period  of  such  difficulties, 
perplexities,  apprehensions,  and  such  fears 
as  the  last  nine  months.  The  effects  of  un- 
employment had  been  terrible,  and  theyhad 
reacted  upon  the  finances  of  the  National 
Publishing  Society  to  the  extent  That,  in 
comparison  with  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year,  there  had  been  a considerable 
reduction  in  revenue.  The  directors  were 
expecting  that  the  next  balance  sheet  would 
show  better  results,  but  the  realisation  of 
those  expectations  depended  very  largely,  if 
not  entirely,  on  societies. 

Mr.  West  (Manchester  and  Salford) 
sought  information  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
directors  so  for  ns  the  circulation  of  tho 
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and  teach  co-operators  how  they  can  act 
collectively  in  the  realpis  of  local  adminis- 
tration and  national  government.  But 
while  it  is  true  that  the  co-operative  move- 
ment will  never  accomplish  its  purpose 
until  the  laws  of  the  laud  are  reformed  by 
the  co-operative  spirit  and  based  on  co- 
operative principles  no  real  effort  has  yet 
been  made  to  train  co-operatons  for  the 
larger  and  more  difficult  work  which  they 
have  still  to  do  ns  electors,  governors,  and 
statesmen. 

Next  year  a serious  attempt  will  be 
made  to  provide  suitable  political  teaching 
for  adult  co-operators.  The  Co-operative 
Party  and  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee of  the  Co-operative  Union  are  jointly 
organising  a special  summer  school  on  a 
large  scale.  At  this  school,  which  will  be 
held  in  the  summer  or  early  nutumn  of 
1923,  some  of  the  first  authorities  in  tlio 
land  will  lecture  on  political  subjects. 
There  will  be  ample  opportunities  for 
debate  and  discussion.  As  a result  all  who 
attend  the  school  will  be  better  able  to 
think  politically  In  terms  of  co-operation 
when  they  leave  than  when  they  arrive. 
Full  particulars  will  bo  announced  shortly 
of  this  school,  which  will  bo  the  event 
of  the  year  in  both  educational  and 
political  circle** 


" Co-operative  News"  was  concerned,  '^lie 
share  list  showed  that  a good  many  societies 
in  the  movement  were  not  interested  in  the 
National  Publishing  Society.  Later  on  Mr. 
West  referred  in  complimentary  terms  to 
the  Parliamentary  article  in  the  current 
issue  by  Mr.  Murray.  It  was,  he  said, 
worth  all  the  money  paid  for  the  paper. 

Mr.  Kirby  (Pendleton)  suggested  that 
money  “ now  going  in  some  directions ” 
could  be  far  better  spent  on  a propaganda 
agent.  Referring  to  the  " Co-operative 
News,"  lie  said  there  had  been  a great  im- 
provement, and  the  articles  it  contained 
were  worth  anybody’s  money. 

Mr.  Wright  (Warrington)  said  the  circu- 
lation of  tho  "News”  had  increased  at 
Warrington,  which  he  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  they  had  a man  who  devoted  a portion 
of  his  time  to  getting  new  readers. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  they  had  to 
depend  upon  societies  to  increase  the  circu- 
lation. Had  they  to  rely  upon  any  other 
agency,  he  was  afjoid  they  would  have  no 
circulation  at  all.  So.  far  as  a propaganda 
agent  was  concerned,  he  thought  deputa- 
tions from  the  board  to  societies  were  more 
effective  and  cheaper. 

Mr.  Elsarn  (New  Mosion)  was  astounded 
when  he  beard  that  most  of  the  big  societies 
did  not  even  buy  sufficient  copies  of  the 
"News"  to  supply  their  employees.  ' He 
was  pleased  to  hear  that  the  " Woman’s 
Outlook"  was  doing  so  well,  and  regarded 
the  “ Mitigate  Monthly  ’’  as  second  to  none. 

Another  Warrington  Delegate  stated  that 
people  who  took  the  "Outlook"  said  the 
" Co-operative  News  " was  too  heavy. 

Criticism  and  Circulation. 

Mr.  Sutton  (Beswick)  urged  that  they 
should  accept  the  " Co-operative  News"  as 
it  stood,  and  leave  criticism  until  they  had 
done  all  they  could  to  increase  the  circula- 
tion. Employees  had  enough  to  do  without 
being  called  upon  to  push  the  circulation  of 
the  " News,”  but  what  the  directors  might 
do  was  to  organise  a small  committee  in  a 
given  district,  and  have  open  nights  for 
discussing  the  contents  of  the  current  issue 
of  the  paper.  They  would  in  this  way  get 
to  know  local  conditions.  They  at  Beswick 
had  a literature  stall  at  their  smoking  con- 
certs and  lectures,  and  sold  as  many  as  four 
hundred  copies  of  the  " News  ” in  one  night. 
Other  societies  might  follow  their  example; 
they  would  probably  find  that  the  local  cir- 
culation of  the  paper  doubled. 

Another  Delegate  suggested  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  “ Outlook  " lay  in  the  Women's 
Guild  branches,  and  that  the  Men’s  Guild 
branches  might  take  up  the  question  of  the 
circulation  of  the  " Co-operative  News.” 

The  Chairman : Is  it  not  obvious  that 
what  Beswick  can  do  other  societies  can  do? 

The  " News"  on  the  Continent. 

Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (C.W.S.)  spoke  of  the 
pleasure  one  felt  at  finding  the  " Co-opera- 
tive News”  in  the  offices  of  Continental 
societies.  It  made  one  feel  at  home,  he 
said.  He  also  suggested  that  the  societies 
should  offer  prizes  of  an  educational  charac- 
ter— say  the  pnvment  of  expenses  to  Con- 
gress and  summer  schools — to  those  who 
sold  most  copies  of  the  " Co-operative 
News.” 

The  report  and  balance  sheet  were 
adopted. 

Suggestion  from  Scotland. 

Mr.  J.  Bayne  (a  member  of  the  old  News- 
paper Society's  board,  and  now  chairman  of 
tho  Scottish  Section  of  the  N.C.P.S.)  sug- 
gested that  societies  should  “distribute  the 
"News"  and  the  "Co-operator”  freo  of 
charge,  believing  it  would  be  a sound  busi- 
ness investment.  More  readers  of  these 
papers  meant  more  intelligent  co-operators, 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  an  advantage  to 
nhy  society. 

" Nominal  " Instead  of  " Original." 

At  a special  meeting  held  subsequently, 
tho  Chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  directors, 
moved  an  alteration  in  the  rules  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  changing  the  basis-  of 
depreciation  from  " original  " to  " nominal.” 
He  explained  that  the  rules  of  the  News- 
paper Society  contained  the  word  " nomi- 
nal," bub  when  the  new  rules  for  the  amal- 
gamated society  were  being  drafted,  it  was 
unintentionally  changed  to  •’original,"  ^nd 
the  present  proposal  was  intended  to  rectify 
this. 

Mr.  Dewsbury  (Birmingham  Printers) 
seconded. . 

Mr.  West  and  Mr.  Lake  (Manchester  and 
Salford)  spoke  against  the  resolution,  but 
on  a vote  it  was  adopted  by  forty-nine  vote3 
to  fifteen  votes. 


His  many  friends  will  regret  to  lipar  that 
Mr.  C.  W.  Swingler  (grocery  buyer  and 
manager  of  the  Birmingham  Society)  is  not 
enjoying  very  good  health  just  now.  H©  has 
been  ordered  a three  months’  rest. 

A Free  Art  Calendar  is  presented  with  the 
January  number  of  the  " Millgate  Monthly." 
■Order  a copy  at  onoep- at  vour  store,  news- 
paper shop,  or  railway  bookstall. 
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“NOW  IS  THE  TIME 

OF  CHRISTYMAS.” 

HAPPY  CAV.S.  GATHERING 

AT  BALLOON  STREET. 

1.250  GUESTS  AT  DINNER. 


"The  music  has  been  tip-top,  the 
speeches  have  been  above  the  average,  and 
altogether."  said  a well-known  co-operator, 
at  the  close  of  the  Christmas  greetings  in 
Manchester  on  Tuesday,  " we've  had  a 
delightful  time." 

Probably  everyone  also  thought  the  same. 
It  was  certainly  an  inspiriting  gathering, 
and  must  have  made  business  men  and 
women  feel  that  the  industrial  depression 
had  not  quite  destroyed  the  joy  of  living. 

" Joy  to  Recall  This." 

As  one  of  the  speakers  observed,  it  is 
about  thirty  years  since  "these  highly- 
appreciated  greetings " were  begun.  An- 
other speaker  regarded  the  meeting  as  one 
of  the  most  important  held  at  Balloon-street 
during  the  year.  Mr.  J.  Mastin,  who  is 
retiring  from  C.W.S.  service  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  who  was  called  upon  to  con- 
vey the  greetings  from  the  C.W.S.  salesmen 
to  the  buyers  from  retail  societies,  was  par- 
ticularly interested  in  the  gathering,  and 
no  doubt  a quotation  on  the  programme — 
" It  will  be  a joy  to  recall  this  some  day  " 
— mode  a special  appeal  to  him. 

A Big  Party. 

What  a big  Christmas  party  it  was!  It 
is  said  that  there  were  at  least  1,250  guests, 
but  the  accommodation  at  Balloon-street 
was  quite  equal  to  the  occasion.  The  dinner, 
for  which  Miss  Stephenson  (manageress)  was 
responsible,  was  in  keeping  with  the  time 
of  the  j’ear,  and  her  host  of  assistants 
attended  to  the  wants  of  the  company  with 
their  usual  courtesy. 

Seasonable  Selections. 

The  C.W.S.  Orchestra  played  selections 
in  the  Mitchell  Memorial  Hall  whilst  the 
guests  wefe  assembling  for  the  concert,  and 
also  took  part  in' the  later  musical  pro- 
gramme. Mr.  H.  Mortimer  was  the  con- 
ductor. Three  members  of  the  orchestra — 
Messrs.  . Armstrong.  Auty,  and  Kay — 
played  the  piece  for  which  they  were 
awarded  the  first  prize  at  the  Blackpool 
Musical  Festival  this  year.  The  C.W.S. 
Male-Voice  Choir  rendered  several 
sensonable  selections,  and  the  -audience 
joyfully  accepted  an  invitation  to 

join  with  them  in  singing  popular 
Christmas  hymns.  Mr.  jl.  Thompson 

(orchestra)  accompanied  the  choir  in  one 
of  its  pieces  on  the  flute.  The  soloists  were 
Mr.  T.  Taylor  and  MessYs.  A.  Nightingale, 
H.  Armitage.  and  G.  Taylor.  Mr.  A.  Higson 
(conductor)  led  the  choir,  and  Mr.  N. 
Roberts  played  the  accompaniments.  All 
the  soloists  (vocal  and  instrumental)  were 
drawn  from  the  stafisat  Balloon-street,  and 
they  fully  deserved  all  the  good  things  said 
about  them. 

~ The  speeches  also  touched  a high  stan- 
dard. The  first  was  Jpade  by  Mr.  G.  Thorpe 
(C.W.S.  president),  who  occupied  the  chair. 
Mr.  Mastin  (Balloon-street)  followed.  Mr. 
E.  Merchant  (Derby)  accepted  Ballccn- 
street’s  greetings  on  behalf  of  societies’ 
buyers,  and  Mr.  G.  Hayhurst  (C.W.S. 
director),  who  wound  up  the  oratory,  con- 
veyed the  good  wishes  of  the  board  to  the 
buyers. 

" Christians,  Awake." 

The  favoyrite  Christmas  hymn  formed  the 
basis  of  the  Chairman’s  remarks.  They  had 
just  heard,  he  said,  one  of  the  greatest  com- 
mands in  the  English  language.  It  bade 
them  as  Christians  to  awake.  What  to? 
He  who  obeyed* the  moral  law  and  carried 
it  out  was  performing  ons  of  the  highest 
religious  duties,  and  was  a Christian  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  word. 

Greetings  from  Other  Centres. 

The  Chairman  also  announced  that  greet- 
ings had  been  received  from  other  centres 
of  C.W.S.  activity,  not  only  at  home,  but 
also  abroad,  and  suggested  that  the 
organiser  of  the  gathering — Mr.  A.  Andrews 
(green  fruit  department) — should  be  author- 
ised to  accept  and  reciprocate  those 
messages. 

Mr.  Mastin,  when  it  came  to  his  turn  to 
speak,  said  that  lie  was  in  at  the  beginning 
or  these  gatherings,  and  the  present  one 
was  his  last.  He  had  been  given  many 
opportunities  of  learning  something  of  the 
inside  of  a number  of  business  firms  and 
organisations,  and 

he  had  seen  no  other  to  compare  with  the 

C.W.S.  for  what  to  him  and  many  in  the 

room  gave  salt  to  business  life. 

Mr.  Merchant,  who,  in  the  words  of  the 
previous  speaker,  " stands  for  applied  co- 
operation,” expressed  the  view  that  the 
religious  spirit  in  the  movement  was  its 
strength.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  existence 
of  this  spirit,  tho  movement  would  have 
gone  under  long  ago.  People  without 
vision  perished.  So  did  movements. 

Mr.  Havliurst  earnestly  pleaded  to  socie- 
ties to  help  the  C.W.S.  all  they  could.  He 
assured  them  that  the  C.W.S.  was  over 
ready  to  reciprocate.  Tho  success  of  the 
cause  to  which  they  all  belonged  could  only 
come  in  this  way.  “ This  is  the  grandest 
time  of  the  year  for  home  life,"  he  declared. 
••  and  I hope  next  year  will  he  one  of  the 
host  you  have  cyer  had." 
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BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

Watford.— The  quarterly  meetings  were 
held  at  Wt aldston'e  and  at  Watford  on 
November  27th  and  29th  respectively.  The 
president  (Mr.  H.  J.  Strnhan)  occupied  the 
chair.  The  report  and  balance  sheet  for 
the  half-year  were  submitted  and  adopted. 
The  sales  had  been  £114,073,  as  compared 
with  £140,456  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  the  previous  year,  a decrease  of  18il  per 
cent.,  which  was  considered  about  equiva- 
lent to  the  fall  in  prices.  Share  capital  stood 
at  £87,820,  an  increase  of  £1,967  during  the 
period.  The  membership  was  8,777.  an  in- 
crease of  78  during  the  naif-year.  The  sur- 
plus for  disposal  amounted  to  £3,037,  which 
was  after  providing  for  interest,  all 
expenses,  and  depreciation.  A divi- 
dend of  Gd.  in  the  pound  was  declared.  The 
sum  of  £480  was  provided  for  collective  life 
assurance  premium,  £73  for  Southern  Co- 
operative Convalescent  Fund,  £25  for  edu- 
cational fund,  and  the  balance  added  to  re- 
serve fund.  A resolution  by  Mr.  H.  E. 
CJ roves,  to  provide  a fixed  sum  per  member 
lor  educational  purposes,  was  lost,  and  the 
resolution  by  Mr.  "H.  J.  Wood,  providing 
that  all  candidates  to  be  supported  by  the 
Electoral  Council  should  first  be  submitted 
to  a meeting  of  the  members  of  the  society, 
was  carried.  A special  meeting  was  held  at 
the  close  of  the  ordinary  meeting  for  altera- 
tion of  rule.  A new  special  rule  and  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee  were  carried 
providing  that  in  future  the  election  of  pre- 
sident and  committee  should  be  by  ballot. 

Enficid  Highway. — Divisional  and  general 
quarterly  meetings  were  he’d  la-st  week. 
Mr.  John  Hood  (president),  in  submitting 
t lie  report,  sajd  the  committee  felt  they 
bad  nenrlv  arrived  at  the  time  when, 
instead  oi  showing  in  their  comparisons  of 
sales  a certain  percent;\ge  less  than  the 
sales  of  the  previous  year,  they  should  be 
showing  a percentage  increase.  The  sales 
tor  the  past  quarter  amounted  tj  £133,475, 
as  compared  with  £155,582  for  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  last  year.  Bearing  in 
mind  all  that  was  taking  place  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  giving  full  consideration  to  the 
fact  that  a large  number  of  members  are 
out  ot  employment,  whilst  a very  large 
number  aero  receiving  very  much  reduced 
wages,  they  could  congratulate  themselves. 
“ Our  society  for  years  has-  been  looked 
upon  by  co-operators  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  country  as  one  of  the  soundest  and 
one  of  the  best  managed,”  be  said.  ” We 
-are  proud  that  we  still  hold  that  position.” 
Tho  share  and  loan  capital  standing  to  the 
credit  of  members  at  the  end  of  the  quarter 
was  £302,384,  an  increase  of  £17,527  over 
the  half-year  immediately  preceding.  The 
membership  stood  at  1G.93S.  The  society 
is  now  selling  4,467  gallons  of  milk  per 
week.  838  gallons  of  which  are  produced 
on  the  society’s  farm.  Seven*  cucumber 
houses  had  been  erected,  on  the  nmv’ery. 
and  the  committee  hope  to  be  in  a position 
to  supply  all  the  /shops  with  tomatoes  and 
cucumbers.  Twenty-five  members  had 
received  grants  from  the  emergency  fund 
during  the  quarter,  amounting  to  the  sum 
of  £27  12s.  6d. 


MR.  G.  ALCOCK. 

CO-OPERATOR  HONOURED  BY 
THE  N.U.R. 

The  Stratford  No.  1 branch  erf  tho 
N.U.R.  on  Saturday  last,  at  Wanstead, 
gave  a dinner  in  honour  of  Mr.  G.  W. 
Alcock,  who  has  lately  retired  from  the 
employment  of  the  C’.W.S.,  and  tho  work 
he  has  done  for  their  branch  and  the 
society.  The  dinner  was  provided  by  the 
London  Co-operative  Society.  Mr.  R. 
Hitcliam  presided  over  the  meeting  after- 
wards, which  was  attended  by  delegates 
from  the  Great  Eastern  branches,  and  pre- 
sented Mr.  Alcock  with  a cheque  for  £70 
for  the  work  lie  had  done  by  pen,  counsel, 
and  platform  for  the  old  A.S.R.S.  The 
chairman  and  succeeding  speakers  passed 
6ome  high  eulogies  upon,  their  guest,  say- 
ing, but  for  his  modesty  and  unassuming 
quiet  ways  he  could  have  risen  to  a high 
prwition  in  the  society,  hut  be  bad  waived 
from  himself  all  questions  of  honour  or 
profit  and  devoted  himself  to  the  uplifting 
of  his  fellows. 


WATFORD  PRESIDENT  RETIRES. 

During  the  Watford  Society’s  quarterly 
meetings  the  question  of  the  retirement  of 
Mr.  H.  J.  Strahan  from  the  presidency  was 
rai-sed,  and  tho  members  at  Wealdstone  and 
at  Central  unanimously  accorded  him  their 
best  thanks  for  the  way  in  which  lie  bad 
carried  out  his  duties  and  for  the  very 
long  and  faithful  service  he  had  rendered  to 
the  society. 


PROPAGANDA  MEETINGS. 

Mn.  S.  Rees,  national  organiser  for  the 
Co-operative  Party,  recently  addressed  a 
well-attended  meeting  of  the  joint  guilds  at 
Konsal  Rise  on  “ The  Co-operative  Move- 
ment and  its  Functions.”  Ho  dealt  with 
the  question  of  economising  purchasing 
power,  and  the  development  of  tho  know- 
ledge and  voting  power.  Ho  made  a special 
appeal  for  increased  support  to  bo  given  to 
tho  “ Co-operative  News.” 

Mr.  Rees  lias  Intoly  spoken  at  Fakenham 
at  a conoert-mee.ting.  at  which  an  address 
was  alw»  given  by  Mr.  George  Edwards,  the 
veteran  champion  of  the  agricultural 
workers,  whose  absence  from  Parliament  is  | 
widely  regretted. 


WHY  MEMBERSJGO  ELSEWHERE. 

ARE  SOCIETIES  SUFFICIENTLY  UP-TO-DATE  IN  THEIR  METHODS  ? 


EFFICIENCY  THE  KEY  NOTE  OF  SUCCESS. 


BY  OUR  OWN  REPORTER. 


A practical  paper,  with  many  useful  sug- 
gestions on  “ Some  Present-Day  Difficul- 
ties ” was  read  by  Mr.  S.  Foster  (financial 
secretary  of  the  London  Co-operative  So- 
ciety) before  a conference  jointly  arranged 
by  the  Southern  Section  and  the  Metropoli- 
tan District  Association  at  Alexandra  Hall, 
Stratford,  on  Saturday  afternoon.  There 
was  a good  attendance,  including  Messrs. 
A.  Barnes,  M.P.,  and  R.  C.  Morrison,  M.P. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Burn,  who  presided,  said  there 
was  a great  future  for  the  co-operative 
movement  in  the  Metropolis.  Many  dis- 
tricts were  calling  out  for  branches. 

Full  Aim  Unachieved. 

Mr.  S.  Foster,  in  his  paper,  stated  that, 
although  we  had  achieved  a certain  amount 
of  success  in  assisting  to  build  the  move- 
ment to  its  present  dimensions,  yet  we  were 
a very  considerable  distance  off  from  attain- 
ing our  ultimnte  objects.  In  the  main  there 
could  be  only  one  reason  lor  this — we  had 
not  been  able  to  so  develop  and  improve 
our  system  as  to  make  it  a desirable  tiling 
foe  all  the  community  to  desire. 

Mr.  Foster  reviewed  the  difficulties  socle-, 
ties  had  to  face  as  regards  losses  on  stock. 
He  predicted  a further  downward  move- 
ment, and  urged  as  the  moral  that  societies 
should  keep  a very  tight  grip  on  their 
finances,  and  continue  to  restrict  the  pur- 
chases of  their  buyers  to  a definite  per- 
centage of  net  snles.  Another  difficulty 
arose  from  the  operation  of  the  provident 
club  system  carried  out  by  local  drapers. 
Societies  had  hitherto  fought  shy  of  this 
method  of  doing  business.  because  it  was  in 
the  nature  of  credit  trading,  but  tile  pros- 
perity of  such  traders  must  not  be  ignored. 
They  met  the  needs  of  a large  proportion  of 
the  population,  and  because  societies  did 
not  provide  similar  facilities  it  did  not  alter 
the  fact  that  thousands  of  our  members 
found  this  the  most  convenient  method* of 
obtaining  boots  and  clothing.  He  was  con- 
fident that. nil  extension  of  our  present  club 
methods  on  these  more  convenient  lines, 
with  paid  collectors,  would  enormously  help 
the  business  of  the  dry  goods  department, 
alul  would  be  welcomed  by  thousands  of  our 
members  and  their  families  who  regularly 
purchase  their  clothing  elsewhere  by  these 
means. 

Departmental  Stores. 

The  success  of  the  large  departmental 
store  reinforced  the  view  that  if  we  were  to 
appeal  successfully  to  our  members,  develop- 
ments in  the  future  must  he  on  the  lines  of 
these  departmental  stores,  in  which  the 
building  and  the  appointments  appeal  to 
the  eye,  and  the  range  of  goods  within  the 
store  was  of  such  a variety  to  satisfy  all 
reasonable  tastes.  The  multiple  companies 
in  all  classes  of  retail  trade  were  beginning 
to  regard  co-operative  societies  seriously, 
and  by  fierce  competition  in  goods  and  prices 
were  endeavouring  to  entice  more  and  more 
of  our  customers  into  their  shops.  If  the 
multiple  shop  only  incurs  expenses  in  order 
to  run  its  business  effectively,  how  could  we 
expect  to  cope  with  them  successfully  if  we 
had  additional  aivl  mine  essary  expense.*? 
There  were  certain  additional  expenses  which 
we  were  obliged  to  carry  in  a co-operative 
society,  such  as  the  expenses  of  a check 
system,  a delivery  service,  and  the  collective 
assurance  schemes. 

The  fact  wo  must  face  was  that  the  sys- 
tem which  stood  the  best  chance  of  suc- 
ceeding was  that  which  could  prove  itself 

to  be  the  most  efficient,  which  largely  de- 
pended on  the  methods  adopted. 

Group  Research  Work. 

Mr.  Foster  advocated  increased  attention 
being  paid  to  group  research  and  investiga- 
tion. Tho  Co-operative  Union,  lie  stated, 
had  at  times  talked  about  the  establishment 
of  a research  department.  In  his  opinion, 
the  centralising  of  this  department  nt  Man- 
chester would  not  be  likely  to  achieve  the 
result  desired.  It  would  be  far  better  to 
link  together  societies  in  particular  districts 
where  local  conditions  vary  but  little  than 
to  operate  it  from  the  Union’s  headquarters. 
The  latter  was  too  impersonal  and  savoured 
of  the  routine.  The  Union  could  best  serve 
societies  by  appointing  an  expert  its  staff 
to  advise  the  groups  as  to  the  technical 
lines  upon  which  investigation  should  be 
carried  out  in  order  to  achieve  the  result 
desired.  The  London  societies  already  had 
a natural  grouping  through  the  Joint' Com- 
mittee. Where  no  such  machinery  as  this 
existed,  the  societies  might  U6e  the  district 
machinery  of  the  Co-operative  Union.  The 
largo  societies,  with  so  many  interests  in 
common,  and  whose  problems  were  more 
complex  tliarv  the  small  ones,  might,  agree 
to  carry  out  certain  investigations  of  prob- 
lems peculiar  to  themselves,  tabulate,  and 
exchange  the  results. 

Touching  upon  committee  control,  Mr. 
Foster  considered  that  the  full-time  board 
must  possess  tremendous  advantages  over 
tho  part-time  committees  in  regard  to  ob- 
taining quick  decisions  and  rapid  operations. 
Ho  was  of  opinion  that  for  a successful 
direction  of  policy,  and  ns  an  nid  to  good 
management,  tho  small  committee  was  a 


better  factor  in  making  for  success  than 
tho  large  one.  Except  in  one  or  two  special 
cases,  committee  methods  had  changed  but 
little  during  the  last  twenty  years. 

The  Educational  Section. 

Dealing  with  the  educational  side,  Mr. 
Foster  argued  that  an  active  educational 
committee  was  essential  for  the  development 
of  tho  co-operative  idea.  Although  they 
were  primarily  concerned  with  the  building 
of  character,  every  success  would  naturally 
mean  a more  enlightened  membership.,  and 
this  would  show  itself  in  greater  loyalty  to 
things  co-operative  and  a greater  interest 
in,  and  a more  intelligent  criticism  of.  the 
societies’  operations. 

A woakness  in  some  societies  undoubt- 
edly was  the  lack  of  a co-ordinating  link 
between  tho  general  committee,  the  edu- 
cational committee,  and  the  Guild 
branches.  We  had  a lot  of  valuable  ma- 
chinery in  our  societies  of  which  we  made 
little  use.  * 

If  a carefully-thought-out  scheme  of  propa- 
ganda lie  prepaivd,  and  tlje  men  and  women 
connected  with ‘the  voluntary  bodies  were 
organised  for  a specific  work,  there  was  no 
reason  why  societies  should  not  obtain  an 
impetus  in  additional  trade  and  an  increased 
membership  which  characterised  the  move- 
ment prior  to  the  recent  set-back. 

From  Different  Angles. 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  Mr.  W. 
Clms.  Potter  (London.  Society),  who  con- 
sidered that  the  co-operative  societies  suf- 
fered from  not  having  such  attractively  dis- 
played premises  as  their  competitors.  He 
did  not  think  that  enough  use  was  made  of 
tlie  guilds  and  educational  forces.  The 
educational  grant  basis  required  modifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  Whybrew  (Enfield  Highway)  con- 
gratulated Mr.  Foster  on  his  helpful  paper. 
He  believed  that  the  movement,  locally  and 
nationally,  would  stand  cr  fall  entirely  on 
its  merits.  The  chief  drawback  was  that  a 
number  of  the  members  took  no  real  Interest 
in  the  doings  of  the  societies. 

Mrs.  TwilcheCt  (London  Society)  thought 
lliat  it  was  essential  that  imyre-  attention 
should  b'1  given  to  the  window  dressing, 
and  that  life  prices  of  drapery  goods  should 
be  plainly  marked. 

Mr.  It  Hibbard  (sectional  secretary) 
pointed  out  that  one  suggestion  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked,  and  .that  was  the  proposal 
for  group  research  investigation.  A good 
deal  of  the  success  of  The  group  research 
would  depend  upon  the  actual  co-operative 
spirit  engaged  in  the  work.  M.  Hibber  1 
referred  to  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr. 
Sidney  Webb  in  his  work  on  “ Consumers' 
Co-operation  ” with  regard  to  the  necessity 
of  having  an  audit  of  efficiency  as  well  as  a 
financial  audit. 

Mr.  P.  F.  Masters  (London  Society)  was 
in  favour  of  local  committees  being  estab- 
lished. He  desired  to  see  each  store  become 
a social  centre,  and  a greater  development 
or  the  spirit  of  service. 

The  North  Tottenham  Victor. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison,  M.P.  (London  So- 
ciety), spoke  from  his  experience  as  a 
committee  member  of  that  society  that  it 
was  impossible  for  a part-time  committee 
to  carry  out  the  duties  efficiently.  Did 
they  think,  he  asked,  that  the  directors  of 
Self  ridge’s  or  Whiteley’s  did  a full  day’s 
work  and  then  meet  at  seven  o’clock  at 
night  to  transact  the  firm's  business?  These 
were  the  people  the  co-operative  societies 
had  to  compete' against. 

Mr.  J.  Leighton  (Royal  Arsenal)  stated 
that  in  these  abnormal  times,  when  insuffi- 
cient money  was  going  into  many  homes,  it 
would  be  well  to  consider  whether  some 
deviation  could  be  made  in  their  ordinary 
methods  of  business.  Would  it  he  possible 
to  introduce  a lower  grade  of  goods  to  meet 
the  people’s  needs? 

A Grays  Delegate  urged  the  importance  of 
a worker,  who  obtained  his  wages  under 
trade  union  conditions  seeing  that  the 
money  was  spent  where  trade  union  condi- 
tions prevailed. 

Mr.  Whitefield  (London  Society)  referred 
to  the  difficulties  which  had  to  be'faoed  from 
the  multiple  shop  competition.  With  effi- 
cient methods  co-operative  societies  would  he 
able  to  bent  other  firms,  because  the  socie- 
ties catered  for  the  people  who  became 
shareholders  and  shared  the  benefits.  ' 

Mr.  Dnshwood  (Royal  Arsenal)  thought 
that  it  was  not  necessary  to  have  additional 
machinery  for  research  work.  In  the  case  of 
London  it  could  be  douo  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee. He  advised  them  to  make  up  iheir 
minds  slow  I v l»?fore  adopting  the  plan  of 
having  a full-time  committee. 

Mr.  Elliott  (general  manager  to  the  Lon- 
don-Society)  considered  that  Mr. , Foster’s 
paper  was  one  of  the  most  practical  that 
lmd  been  submitted  to  a conference.  Busi- 
ness to-day  was  most  intricate  and  difficult. 
Ability,  strength  of  mind,-  and  an  all-round 
capacity  were  required  in  dealing  with  the 
business  problems.. 

Mr.  Foster  replied  to  the  chief  points 
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SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS 

Sheerness,  noted  for  having  one  «f  n 
oldest  societies  in  the  United  Kingdom  t 
been  selected  us  the  venue  for  the  8m, Vi  naa 
Sectional  Easter  Week-end  School  UW\fa 
Fred  Brandey  will  deliver  three  ler’t„r„ 31r* 

“ The  Co-operntve ■ Commonwealth?"  °a 

Mr.  Pcntfield,  the  new  manager  of  t), 
London  Society’s  boot  and  shoe  department 
was  fornieiJ.v  associate-J  with  the  Oxford  n J. 
Gillingham  Societies.  n 

A dramatic  society  has  been  formed  In 
connection  with  the  Lambeth  branch  of  ti 
Royal  Arsenal  Society.  Full  informal 
is  obtainable  from  Mr.  A.  Dunnell  m 
Wadhurst-road,  S.W.8.  63> 

The  Royal  Arsenal  Society  has  opened  a 
new  store  in  Old  Kent-road,  the  thorough 
fare  made  famous  by  Chevalier’s  son"  cmS 
prising  grocery,  provisions,  and  butekerv 
sections.  A new  branch  store  is  to  be 
erected  in  Tooting,  and  other  development, 
are  contemplated. 

A well-attended  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Wesleyan  Schoolroom,  a few  days  ago,  „il(]Cp 
the  auspices  of  the  educational  eoinmitt  e 0f 
the  Addlestoiie  Society.  During  the  v-m- 
ing  a musical  programme  was  submitted'  auJ 
samples  o £ C.W.S.  productions,  provided  by 
Mr.  Butcher  (general  manager),  were  lmn  Ic'd 
round. 

The  lectures  on  “ Industrial  History,”  de- 
livered by  Mr.  D.  Mas  n (educational  scre- 
tary  of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society)  have 
proved,  very  successful,  and  new  members  * 
are  joining  the  class  every,  week.  The  course  ’ 
followed  is  that  one  laid  down  by  the  Cen- 
tral Education  Committee  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union. 

The  Central  and  Enfield  Town  Junior 
Guild  concert  parties  provided  tbs  musical 
programme  at  the.  Enfield  Trades  Council 
and  Labour  Party  bazaar,  held  in  the  Co- 
operative Hall,  Enfield  Highway,  oa  the  8th 
and  9th  i ust;  In  addition  the  Co-operative 
Junior  Orchestra  ^jvas  also  in  attendance,! 
'I  lie  -efforts  of  these  young  friends  were  mn-Ii 
appreciated  by  all  present. 

Mr.  Mason  (educational  secretary  of  tho 
Enfield  Highway  Society)  will  open  a special 
class  for  women  members  and  friends  on 
Tuesday,  January  9th,  in  the  Cn-operntivtj 
Hall,  at  3 p.m.  The  eoiuse  will  embrace 
the  Study  of  Co-operation,  on  its  historic 
and  literary  sides,  and  an  endeavour  will  h: 
made  to  show  that  as  a working  ground  to 
life  our  movement  is  in  the  front  rank 

A lecture  on  “The  Highlands  of  SooL 
land  ” will  be  delivered  by  Air.  .Mason 
(Enfield  Highway  educational  secretary),  on 
Friday,  January  26th,  in  the  Co-operative 
Hall.  The  lecture  will  be  illustrated  by 
Lantern  views,  showing  seme  of  the  finest 
scenery  in  the  country.  A musical' pro- 
gramme  will  also  be  /submitted. 

i h rough  an  inadvertence  in  our  list 
week’s  issue  it  was  stated  that,  the  London 
Society  was  approached  by  the  Edmonton 
Guardians  to  pay  the  dividend  to  the  Beard 
or.  the  out-relief  tickets.  The  society  con- 
cerned is  the  Enfield  Highway  Society. 

The  Publicity  Department  of  the  London  " 
Society  hr. s forwarded  to  the  new  Labour 
M.P  's  _ an  attractively  produced  booklet 
describing  the  society's  activities. 

Mr  A.  BariMs,  M.P..  was  one  c.f  the 
sneakers  at  an  I.L.P.  demonstration  at.  East 
Ham  Town  Hall,  on  Friday  night,  over 
-which  Miss  Susan  Lawrence  presided. 

The  South  Subinhau  Society  has  estab- 
lished a hire  purchase  system  for  the  mem- 
bers on.  very  favourable  terms. 

The  new  branch  of  the  South  Suburban 
Society  in  Portland-read,  South  Norwood,  - 
will  be  opened  at  the  end  of  the  month.. 

Efforts  a to  being -made  by  the  big  stcres 
in  London  through  the  Incorp. rated  Associa- 
tion of  Retail  Distributors  and  tho  London 
County  Council  to  improve  the  efficiency  ot 
shop-assistants.  Boys  and  girls  are  to 
receive  a year’s  training  b'.L  re  being 
absorbed  in  the  stores.  When  is  the  co- 
operative movement  seriously  going  to  take 
up  this  matter? 


FOR  THOSE  IN  DISTRESS. 

The  London  Society  has  been  selected  as 
the  medium  for  the  distribution  of 
and  coal,  to  the  value  of  nearly  £500, 
amongst  many  of  those  in  distress  in  Hus- 
ne.v.  The  donor  desires  to  remain  anony- 
mous. and  has  undertaken  the  personal  dis- 
tribution of  the  vouchers  for  food  and  coal, 
which  will  bring  some  comfort  to  many 
homes  a t this  Time. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

raised.  The  delegates  then  adjourned  for 
tea,  an  excellent  repast  being  generously 
provided  bv  tlieJLondon  Society. 

Mr.  C.  Bailey  (South  Suburban)  proposed 
a vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Foster  for  his  ad- 
mirable paper,  and  to  the  London  Society 
for  their  hospitality.  . This  was  seconded 
by  a Grays  delegate  and  carried  "i  * 
acclamation.  _ . , 

This  was  acknowledged  by  Messrs.  Fost 
and  J.  King  (vice-chairman  of  the  society/- 
The  Chairman  made  an  appeal  to  the  ne  - 
gates to  , become  consistent  and  ^rogu 
readers  of  the  Co-operative  Nows. 

In  tho  movement  the  members  did  f>af 
place  sufficient  value  on  their  own  P>  0 
as  an  educational  factor.  (Applause./ 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


Chapter  XV  H. 

There  me  few  calamities  more  try; 


I young  and  active  man  than  the  possession  of 
l n broken- leg.  To  lio  practically  helpless, 
k while  Nature  proceeds  leisurely  and  pflin- 
I fully  to  knit  together  the  ciuL  of  a finc- 
£ tured  hone  is  an  experience  that  makes  heavy 
I demands  on  the  twin  qualities  of  patience 
juul  endurance. 

On  reaching  the  Infirmary.  John  went 
through  an  experience  he  often  had  helped 
to  inflict  on  others.  His  first  thought,  when 
he  recovered  a little,  was  to  allay  the  anxiety 
■0f  his  mother.  His  next  was  for  Mary,  and. 
by  the  exercise  of  a little  ingenuity,  lie 
ft'  managed  to  scribble  a note  to  her.  With 
what  result  the  reader  knows. 

If  a malignant  sprite  had  taken  a hand  in 
his  affairs  they  could  not  have  gone  much 
1 worse  than  they  did  from  that  hour.  That  lie 
' did  not  receive  a prompt  reply  was  not  sur- 
f prising.  He  hoped  she  would  deliver  the 
[ most  welcome  and  cheering  of  all  messages 
by  paying  him  a visit  at  the  first  favourable 
opportunity.  When  n week  passed  and  there 
. was  no  sign,  he  grew  uneasy.  Mary’s  silence 
was  not  fitting  with  his  conception  of  what 
she  would  do.  A few  days  later  he  ]>er- 
1 suaded  the  nurse  to  prop  him  up  with  pillows 
i and.  using  a small  drawing  board  as  a desk, 
I'  wrote  a long  letter,  giving  full  particulars  of 
( what  had  happened,  and  imploring  her,  as 
| she  loved  him,  to  write  by  return. 

, This  appeal  produced  no  result,  and  John 
l began  to  wear  a worried  look  that  had  no 
Hnnneetiou  with  the  pain  in  his  leg.  He  re- 
\ membored  the  threat  Sir  AN  illiam  had  used, 
end  wondered  whether  the  same  kind  of  pres- 
sure had  been  put  on  Mary.  That  she  would 
E xesisi  it  he  did  uot  doubt.  It  might  be  that 
Kpolicy  was  keeping  her  silent,  ur  that  she 
thought  it  advisable  to  ossuihe  agreement 
with  her  guardian’s  wishes, 
r Still,  it  was  disquieting,  and  after  wait- 
ing another  week  lie  wrote  again,  putting  his 
I very  heart  into  the  words,  and  imploring  her 
to  seud  some  message  that  would  assure 
him  of  her  steadfast  loyalty  in  the  face  of 
I anything  she  might  have  heard  or  endured. 

\ When  there  was  no  answer  lie  became  v?ry 
| depressed.  Was  it  possible,  he  asked  him- 
self, that  she  had  looked  upon  him  as  an 
I impertinent  fool,  whoso  egotism  she  had 

Our  own  factories  produce  Co-  | 
operative  Goods  ; and  the  f 
“ CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS” 
produces  co-operators  to  use  them. 


How  many  copies  does  YOUR  society 
take? 

fostered  in  order  to  teach  him  a lesson?  The 
very  thought  made  him  go  hot  fiom  head  to 
foot.  From  such  depths  he  rose  to  a pas- 
sionate determination  not  to  doubt  her  sin- 
cerity. It  was  not  in  her  to  be  so  cruel. 
She  was  too  loving,  too  gentle,  loo  honest. 

Yet  there  was  no  reply! 

Twice  a week  his  mother  and  stepfather 
came  to  visit  him.  Their  smiling  cheerful- 
ness dissipated  any  fear  lie  felt  about  Sir 
William’s  threats.  The  latter,  no  doubt, 
felt  secure  so  long  as  the  culprit  was  a 
prisoner  in  hospital,  and  would  wait  to  see 
Mint  happened.  After  a time,  however,  ho 
notified  that  his  parents  were  inclined  to 
evade  questions  about  Stelfir  Towers. 
Afraid  of  betraying  his  motives,  he  dare  not 
press  them  too  far,  while  they,  desirous  of 
biding  the  disaster  which  had  fallen  upon 
them,  often  assumed  a knowledge  they  did 
not  possess. 

The  result  was  that  John  learned  nothing 
°f  Mary’s  absence  from  home*  and  penned 
die  last  despairing  appeal,  that  Sir  'William 
turned  into  smoke,  under  the  impression  that 
•ho  had  never  been  away  more  than  a few 
days.  When  no  answer  came,  ha  wrapped 
himself  in  sullen  pride,  determined  to 
humiliate  himself  no  more. 

In  one  tiling  alone  fortune  favoured  him, 
his  leg  Set  rapidly  and  well.  Thera  was 
«vcry  indication  that  lie  would  bo  able  t,o 
'rulk  the  earth  as  firmly  as  ever.  At  the 
end  of  seven  weeks  he  could  mov.*  about  the 
Pnrd  on  crutches  and  take  an  interest  m 
other  eases. 

A little  later  he  put  aside  tlio  crutches 
®nd,  taking  a stick,  limped  cautiously  around 
die  room  until  his  injured  limb  began  to 
recover  its  normal  control.  It  was  a de- 
hghtfnl  sensation,  and  gave  birth  to  a 
sudden  longing  for  liberty  and  fresh  air.  He 
decided  to  satisfy  it  by  returning  home  with 
P's  parents  next  visiting  day.  When  it 
•{rived  his  own  clothes'  worn  brought  to  him 
•long  with' a parcel  containing  all  that  had 


been  found  in  the  pockets.  This  he  opened, 
and  was  amused  to  find  what  a collection  of 
udils  and  ends  lie  was  in  the  habit  of  carrying 
about.  * 0 

The  article  that  caught  and  held  his 
attention  however,  was  a long  envelope,  so 
black  with  dirt  that  its  original  colour  could 
not  lie  discerned.  He  frowned  at  it  and 
wondered  if  someone  had  been  playing  a joke 
on  him.  Then  lie  remembered;  it  was  the 
thing  lie  had  picked  up  just  ns  the  beam 
descended  and  broke  bis  leg. 

Moving  to  a window  where  a screen  hid 
him  from  view,  lie  tore  off  the  (lap  of  the 
envelope  and  extracted  a folded  sheet  of 
paper  that  felt  like  parchment.  It  was 
astonishingly  dean,  only  the  top  edge  being 
slightly  discoloured.  On  the  front  fold, 
neatly  engrossed,  was  the  single  word — 
Agreement. 

“ A legal  document,”  ho  thought,  and 
proceeded  to  open  it.  Inside  was  a sheet  of 
tracing  paper  covered  with  designs  which  lie 
could  not  follow.  As  lie  turned  it  back  a 
slip  of  paper  fluttered  to  the  iloor.  He 
picked  it  up.  It  was  a cheque  for  £500! 

Then  lie  knew  lie  was  still  in  bed  and 
dreaming.  The  cheque  was  made  out  to 
himself,  John  Purchase,  and  signed  by 
William  Oldroyd.  He  blinked,  shut  his 
eyes  tight  and  opened  them  again,  pushed 
his  fingers  through  his  hair,  pinched  himself, 
hut  it  was  still  in  his  hand,  plain  ;.s  his  own 
fingers ! 

What  did  it  mean?  Ho  was  wide  awake, 
yet  staring  at  a grotesque  impossibility.  He 
dropped  into  a chair,  giddy  and  bewildered, 
then  put  the  drawings  on  his  kr?res  and 
Poked  at  the  parchment-like  document. 

It  was  an  agreement  entered  into  between 
.Tolnl  Purchase  on  the  one  hand  and  William 
Oldroyd  on  the  other.  That  much  was 
stated  in  the  first  few  lines,  but  John  had 
come  to  a slop.  The  date  was  nearly  fifteen 
years  old.  It  was  like  a flood  of  light  in  a 
dark  place.  The  name  was  his  father’s!  Ho 
had  lost  his  life  in  the  pit  on  that  very  day. 
Ho  must  have  taken  the  papers  d wn  with 
him  and  hidden  them  for  safety!  Put  what 
did  it  all  mean? 

He  road  the  rest  of  the  agreement  slowly. 
Shorn  of  its  legal  phraseology  it  set  forth 
the  fact  that  William  Oldroyd  was  to  pay 
£500  in  cash,  and  two-fifths  of  all  profits 
arising  from  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  a 
cloth-weaving  machine  invented  by  the  said 
John  Purchase. 

John  looked  at  the  drawings  more  carefully 
and  found,  written  on  the  back  the  words 

“ Drawings  relating  to  a cloth-weaving 
and  finishing  machii.v,  invented  by  me, 
John  Purchase.”  His  father’s  writing  and 
signature  beyond  all  doubt. 

Pie  turned  to  the  cheque.  It  was  iu  per- 
fect order,  £.500  in  words  and  figures,  made 
out,  to  bis  father’s  order  and  signed  by 
William  Oldroyd.  Tt  Had  b:en  hidden  within 
the  reach  of  hundreds  of  colliers  for  nearly 
fifteen  years! 

John’s  brow  grew  black  with  anger.  He 
had  been  robbed,  lie  and  bis  mother  of  the 
fruits  of  his  father’s  brains!  Robbed  by  xhe 
man  who  sneered  at  bis  poverty  and 
threatened  'him  with  ruin  if  lie  dared  to  look 
at  Miss  Struthers.  The  proof  was  positive, 
irrefutable,  crushing. 

For  a long  time  ho  sat  there  in  a white  hot 
welter  of  indignation,  trying  to  recover  com- 
mand of  himself  and  reduce  his  whirling 
thoughts  to  something  like  order.  It  was 
not  easy.  Even  when  he  felt  calm  and 
placed  the  papers  back  in  the  dirty  cover 
and  then  in  his  pocket,  his  hands  shook  as 
with  ague. 

He  must  wait,  give  himself  time  to  think, 
put  aside  the  ready  thoughts  of  vengeance. 
To  denounce  Oldroyd,  cover  him  with  shame 
and  ignominy  was  easy,  but  it  would  involve 
Mary — whom  his  heart  yearned  for  despite 
her  cruelty.  Yes.  h?  must  wait 

He  rose  and  limped  across  the  ward  ;o  his 
bed.  Early  visiters  were  arriving  to  see 
their  sick  friends.  Ho  sat  down,  and  pick- 
ing up  a paper  stared  at  it  fixedly  until  his 
mother  and  stepfather  appeared.  If  he  had 
not' been  so  agitated  he  might  have  notired 
their  look  of  dismay  when  they  found  him 
in  his  ordinary  clothes  and  heard  that  he  was 
going  home  with  them. 

“ I’ve  said  good-bye  to  everyone,”  John 
announced.  “ So  we’ll  walk  straight  out 
and  call  a call.  Dad.  give  me  your  arm. 
My  leg  is  net  to  be  relied  upon  going  down 
steps.” 

Paul  complied.  He  and  Rose  were  both 
silent.  They  had  hidden  their  trouble  well, 
but  it  could  bo  hidden  no  longer,  and  they 
dreaded  the  task  of  telling  it  to  the  lad  they 
both  loved  so  much. 

As  they  drove  away,  the  noise  of  tin*  four- 
wheeler  made  conversation  difficult,  and 
John  was  so  busy  with  his  own  thoughts 
Ilia t lie  did  not  notice  the  road  thov  were 
taking  until  the  vehicle  pulled  up  Lefn*-o  a 
small  cottage  with  a garden  in  f'-ont  of  it. 

“Whv!  This  is  our  old  homo!”  he  ex- 
claimed. ‘‘What  are  we  doing  her,*?”, 

“ We’ll  tel!  you  that  presently.”  said 
Paul,  as  lie  helped  John  to  descend 
“ Come  inside.” 

‘‘  Ay  hat’s  the  meaning  of  lliis?”  be  asked 

“ It  means  that  we’ve  had  news  for  you. 
lad,”  said  Paul.  “ T’ve  lost  mv  Ir'rMi  " 


John  felt  a choking  sensation  in  his 
throat.  “ And  you  never  told  me,”  he  said, 
lowering  hirmwlf  into  a chair.  ‘‘Sit  down, 
both  of  you,  how  did  it  happen?  What  was 
the  reason?” 

“I  can  answer  only  one  of  these  ques- 
tions,” Paul  replied.  ‘‘  The  day  after  you 
IV?.1.?.  lnJm'®d,  I received  a letter  from  Sir 
W illiam  s secretary,  demanding  immediate 
payment  of  the  £200  I’d  borrowed.  He  re- 
iiised  to  see  me,  and  the  next  day  I received 
a writ.” 

” I wrote,  pointing  cut  that  the  money 
had  been  lent  on  a definite  understanding 
which  was  not  being  observed,  and  offering 
to  forego  part  of  my  salary.  There  was  no 
•eply,  but  as  soon  as  they  obtained  judg- 


ment, which,  of  course,  I could  not  oppose, 
men  were  put  in  possession,  and  I was 
turned  out  of  the  house  with  a month's 
wages  instead  of  notice.” 

“ And  without  explanation?”  John  asked. 

“Without  a word,”  Paul  answered.  “I 
do  not  know  why  I was  treated  so  harshly. 
It  nearly  crushed  me,  but  I’ve  managed  to 
borrow  a bit  of  money  and  start  in  my  old 
business  with  a pony  and  cart.  That's  why 
we’i«  here,  and  that’s  all  there  is  to  tell.” 

“ Not  all  ” John  commented,  with  ominous 
calm.  “If  you  want  an  explanation,  look 
at  me.  I’m  the  cause  of  your  misfortune.” 

“You,”  cried  Rose.  “ AVliat  had  you  to 
do  with  it?” 

“Everything,”  he  answered,  and  told  the 
whole  story,  from  bis  first  meeting  with 
Mary  to  his  interview  with  Sit  William  on 
the  road,  How  he  bad  left  him  there  to  run 
to  the  pit,  and  how  since  then  his  letters  to 
Mary  had  been  ignored. 

“That  is  the  bitter  part  of  it,”  be  con- 
tinued. “ I have  brought  all  this  trouble 
on  you  because  I thought  she  would  be  brave 
and  true.  I nas  fool  enough  to  imagine 
Hint  sho  would  give  up  a fortune  for  me  ” 
.‘‘But  why,  if  she  has  given  you  up,  did 
Sir  William  carry  out  his  threats?"  a.-ked 
Paul. 

“Because  he’s  a stuck-up,  purse-proud 
pig,  who  likes  to  show  his  p wer.”  Pose 
interposed  angrily. 

“So  th.at’6  the  reason,  is  it'--”  said  Paul, 
ignoring  his  wife’s  outburst.  ” Her  you 
know,  lad,  that  she’s  now  M = .i«  Oldroyd J 
Sh  >'s  taken  his  name.  Some  daj  she'll  have 
all  his  money.  Remember  that,  and  forget 
her.” 

“Yes,”  John  agreed  bitterly.  “I’d 
better,  but  I cannot  That’s  the  tragedy  of 
it.  She  has  treated  me  with  con; ••nipt  and 
indifference,  played  with  me,  toitu.e  l me, 
yet  I cannot  forget  her.  I never  shall.” 

Ho  spoke  quietly  as  of  one  d-nj  and  still 
loved.  The  hopeless  tone  brought  tears  into 
his  mother’s  eyes.  Paul  jsaw  thorn,  and 
picking  up  his  hat,  went  out.  Rose  would 
comfort  her  son  if  anyone  coulcl. 

“ Mother,”  said  John,  as  the  door  closed 
“I  loved  bar  with  all  my  heart  and  soul. 


It  must  have  blinded  me  to  her  re  d nature. 
I would  have  staked  my  life  on  her  loyalty. 
Sho  seemed  so  frank,  90  innocent,  so  fond 
of  me.  It  couldjjiot  have  "been  all  pretome. 
Sho  must  have  lived  the  part,  like  an 
actress,  while  it  lasted.” 

She  came  to  him.  putting  one  arm  round 
his  neck  and  pushing  her  fingers  through 
his  hair,  as  she  had  often  done  when  be  was 
a boy. 

“ You  will  get  over  it,”  she  said  gently. 
“Because  you  are  a man  and  have  courage. 
Do  you  know,  my  son,  that  we  cannot  .afford 
to  let  you  go  to  Louclou  now?  That  is  the 
hardest  thing  to  bear.  Your  career  is 
wrecked.  Paul  can'  earn  a living  no 
more.” 

“Don’t  let  that  worry  you,  mother,”  lie 
answered.  “ T’ve  got — prospects.  As  soon 
as  my  leg  js  thoroughly  sound  I shall— take 
steps  to  secure  them.  Were  you  frightened 
alien  you  heard  that  I had  been  down  the 
pit  P” 

“ Yes.  boy,”  she  said  steadily.  “ Your 
father  died  there.  It  all  onme  back.” 

“I  know,”  lie  said  gently.  “Tell  me, 
didn’t  lie  01103  invent  a machine?” 

“ Yes,”  she  answered,  evidently  surprised 
at  the  question.  “Why?” 

“Curiosity,”  he  said.  “Tell  me  all  you 
know  about  it.” 

Rose  related  the  circumstances  in  detail. 
When  she  had  finished,  lie  asked  a lot  of 
questions.  Seme  cf  them  astonished  her, 
for  they  disclosed  more  knowledge  of  the 
affair  than  it  seemed  possible  for  him  to 
possess. 

“ Why  are  you  asking?”  slie  persisted. 
“ It  was  useless.  Paul  made  sure  of  that. 
He  was  always  rather  suspicious  of  Oldroyd, 
and  showed  the  model  to  another  man. 
What  I cannot  understand  is  Oldroyd's 
generosity  at  that  time  and  his  conduct 
now.  His  treatment  of  Paul  is  wicked.  If 
his  adopted  daughter  had  defied  him  and 
stuck  to  you  I could  understand  it,  though 
it  would  still  be  unjust.  He’s  a had  man, 
John.  He  would  stick  at  nothing  to  gain 
his  own  ends.” 

“ There’s  a divinity  doth  shape  our 
ends,”  John  quoted  grimly.  ‘ is  Oldroyd 
at  home?” 

“ Yes,”  she  answered.  “Ho  and  Miss 
Oldroyd,  as  they,  call  her,  came  back  yes- 
terday. They’ve  been  away  nearly  two 
months.  He’s  been  taking  lier  into  society; 
Hobnobbing  with  the  swells.  Picking  a 
husband  for  her,  perhaps.” 

John  was  silent.  “I  sent  a letter  the 
first  day  I was  iu  the  Infirmary,'’  he  said 
presently.  “ She  was  at  home  then.  They 
would  forward  the  others.” 

Rose  glanced  at  his  pale,  set  face,  then 
looked  thoughtful.  “Yes,  they  would  for- 
ward them.”  she  agreed  slowly,  then  stood 
up  with  a hard  look  in  her  eyes,  and  a 
thought  in  her  mind  that  John  did  not 
suspect. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED.] 
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OUR  THANKS 


ARE  DUE  TO  ALL  TOO  HAVE  SO  KEENLY  INTERESTED  THEM- 
SELVES IN  SEEING  THAT  THE  TOOLE  OF  THEIR  RETAIL 
SOCIETIES’  REQUIREMENTS  IN  S -.OPFITTINC-S,  U1LDINGS, 
MOTOR-BODYWORK,  WHEEL  WRIGHTING,  AND  TIMBER  ARE 
OBTAINED  FROM  THE  EXTENSIVE  WORKS  OF  THE 

C.W.S.  BUILDING  DEPARTMENT, 
Broughton  Lane,  MANCHESTER. 


DURING  the  past  four  months  we  have  advertised  intensively 
in  the  “ Co-operative  News,”  and  our  only  regret  is  that  we 
did  not  do  it  earlier.  Time  and  time  again  had  we  listened  to  the 
call  “ advertise,  advertise,  advertise,”  and  now  we  sincerely  record 
our  double  thanks,  first,  for  the  constantly  increasing  stream  of 
trade  that  has  begun  to  flow  to  our  workshops  (which  we  hope  in 
the  New  Year  will  O v'ERFLOW),  and  secondly,  for  unsolicited 
testimonials  received  in  appreciation  of  the  high  quality  .and  finish 
of  our  work. 


WE  WISH  EVERYBODY  THE  “COMPLIMENTS  OF 
THE  SEASON/'  AND  INVITE  THEIR  LOYAL  CO- 
OPERATION IN  MAKING  THE  MOVEMENT  BRIGHT, 
HAPPY,  AND  PROSPEROUS  IN  1923  AND  AFTER, 
BY 

BUYING  NOTHING  BUT  C.W.S.  PRODUCT" 


Make  sun  that  you  get  our  Artistic  Sheet  presented  with  this  issue 
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HE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


See  page  16  jor  particulars  oj 

NATIONAL 

HANDKERCHIEF  COMPETITION 

and  have  a try  Jor  C.IV.S.  Prizes. 


Order  the 


YEAR 

BOOK 


at  your  store. 


Secretaries  and  Managers  who  have 
not  yet  ordered  copies  should  com- 
municate with  the 

CO-OPERATIVE  PRESS  AGENCY, 
118,  Corporation  Street , Manchester, 
without  delay. 
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is  made  at  the  C.W.S. 
Seap  Works,  and  is 


Splendid  for  Washing 
C!otl)es. 


The  Naptha  in  the 


Shifts  Dirt 

like  magic,  and  will 
make  it  quickly  dis- 
appear from  greasy 
::  articles. 


CW.S.  Naptha  Soap 


is  an  excellent  S?ap  for 
general  household  cleaning. 

BB 

Try  it  this  week.  It  is  sold  at  all  Sl< 

that  are  Co-operative. 
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Che  Co-operatioe  Retos 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INOUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  “News”  should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR.”  Orders,  inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  "News”  should  be  addressed  to  " THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES:  CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS , a,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  16,  1922. 

DEMOCRACY  AND  THE 
RISING  TIDE. 


MOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 


TRUE  CO-OPERATION. 

During  the  past  four  months  it  has  given  us  gnat  pi  c . 
to  enclose  with  certain  issues  of  this  paper  a series  of  ■ 

art  sheets  advertising  the  extensive  operations  and  variety  f 
work  produced  by  the  C.W.S.  building  department  at  th°. 
works  in  Broughton-lane,  Manchester,  and  Vere-st root,  ', Saif  T 
These  art  sheets  have  been  drafted  out  by  a member  olth 
building  department’s  own  staff  ; the  photos  have  been  oiimnau° 
taken  by  the  C.W.S.  photographic  seption  ; the  art  sheets  ha/ 
been  printed  at  the  C.W.S.  Reddish  printing  works;  and  the-6 
have  reached  the  hands  of  the  general  public  by  means  of  th  ^ 
“ Co-operative  News  ” and  the  “ Producer.”  We  do  not  think 
the  department  could  have  been  more  co-operative  in  its  adver 
Using  scheme,  and  all  that  is  now  required  to  complete  the  circle 
of  good  service  is  that  the  retail  societies  should  respond  to  the 
building  department’s  appeal  for  their  inquiries  and  their  tiade 


While  the  unemployment  trouble  still  exercises 
the  minds  of  all  who  are  concerned  about  the  return  of 
prosperity  to  this  country,  and  most  people  of  the 
working  class  are  feeling  a decided  “ pinch,”  there 
are  signs  not  only  of  a probable  improvement  so  far 
as  our  national  industries  are  concerned,  but  there  is 
some  reason  to  hope  that  in  the  international  sphere 
a saner  policy  is  beginning  to  assert  itself. 

The  S. C.W.S.  report,  on  page  1 of  this  issue,  is  en- 
couraging from  a co-operative  point  of  view.  The  Board 
of  Trade  Returns  for  November  also  show  improvement. 
We  are  gradually  getting  back  to  the  pre-war  output 
of  coal,  and  when  the  coal  trade  improves  there  is  reason 
to  hope  that  other  industries  will  also  improve. 

All  the  indications  go  to  suggest  that  the  Premiers 
who  have  been  considering  the  reparations  question 
are  at  last  beginning  to  realise  the  seriousness  of.  the 
world’s  position,  and  are  nearer  to  a rational  attempt 
to  get  over  the  whole  question  of  international  debts — 
including  reparations — so  that  the  industries  of  the 
world  and  the  trade  of  the  world  may  speedily  get  to 
a normal  condition. 

The  signs  of  improvement  in  the  mentality  cf  our  own 
statesmen  who  are  handling  international  problems 
are  due  entirely  to  a quickening  of  public  opinion. 
The  forces  of  reaction  always  prey  upon  apathy  in  the 
progressive  ranks.  The  only  real,  quickening  influence 
which  will  compel  things  to  be  done  which  the  masses 
of  the  people  want  done  is  a vigorous,  vigilant,  public 
expression  of  democratic  opinion. 

In  the  account  which  we  publish  this  week  of  the 
opening  stages  of  the  World’s  Peace  Congress  at  The 
Hague,  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas  insists 
upou  the  need  for  incessant  propaganda  in  the  different 
countries  in  order  to  make  certain  that  the  peace  policy 
of  democracy  will  prevail.  Propaganda  of  that  sort, 
a diffusion  of  knowledge,  the  publication  of  meritorious 
achievements  by  democratic  forces,  are  always  asnecessary 
to  attain  a democratic  reform  as  to  secure  a develop- 
ment of  a world-wide  peace  spirit.  The  press  as  a whole 
is  probably  hopeless,  although  it  ought  to  be  the  most 
effective  medium  of  such  propaganda.  Those  who  want 
to  see  progressive  ideas  developed  and  expressed  in  the 
corporate  life  of  the  nation  ought  as  a first  step  to  make 
sure  that  they  have  the  help  of  a democratic  press 
on  their  side. 

As  the  pioneers  of  existing  democratic  press  publica- 
tions, our  own  co-operative  newspapers  take  the  first 
place.  The  shareholders  of  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society,  at  a meeting  on  Saturday,  had  the 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  views  regarding  the 
“ News  ” and  its  allied  publications.  Much  (hat  was 
complimentary  was  said.  Compliments  are  always 
welcome  ; but  practical  evidence  of  goodwill  is  much 
more  acceptable.  We  hope  that  those  who  are  preparing 
the  customary  New  Year  resolutions  will  include  in 
them  a solemn  determination  that  in  the  year  that  is 
fast  approaching  they  will  set  themselves  as  never  before 
to  co-operate  with  those  responsible  for  these  publica- 
tions, not  to  make  them  profit-making  investments,  but 
to  make  them  real,  effective,  useful  exponents  of  all  that 
democracy  stands  for,  and  particularly  to  make  them 
useful  auxiliaries  to  the  great  movement  whose  prin- 
ciples they  espouse.  That  will  assist  the  masses  to  rise 
with  the  new  tide  of  prosperity  which  co-operative 
thought  will  generate. 


THE  ILFORD  DRAMA. 

We  should  be  the  first  to  protest  against  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities  to  exclude  the  public  from  any  court  in 
the  land  where. the  life  or  liberty  of  any.  accused  pei-son'  may  be 
in  peril.  The  presence  of  the  public  is  the  best  safeguard  against 
injustice  or  the  abuse  of  power  by  either  bar  or  bench. 
We  do  feel,  however,  that  the  authorities  ought  to  be  encouraged 
to  take  some  steps  to  compel  the  public  to  show  some  sense  of 
decency  in  its  attendance  at  such  trials.  When  wo  read  of  people 
“ queuing  up  ” on  Sunday  afternoon  in  order  to  make  sure  of 
being  in  at  the  last  act  of  the  Ilford  drama,  and  when  we  read, 
also,  of  places  in  the  queue  being  sold  for  £5,  we  are  filled  with 
something  that  can  only  be  described  as  " loathing.”  In  one  of 
Wilson  Barrett’s  dramas,  in  which  tome*  Christian  martyrs  arc 
to  be  put  to  death  for  the  amusement  of  the  emperor  and  his 
court,  Nero  bids  the  soldiers  " Tut  stakes  beneath  their  chins,  so 
that  wo  may  see  their  faces.”  The  spirit  of  Nero  sent  the  bulk 
of  those  people  crowding  to  the  Old  Bailey  while  the  Ilford  trial 
lasted,  and  they  have  probably  felt  ever  since  that,  there  is  some- 
thing wrong  in  the  arrangements  which  do  not  compel  the 
prisoners  to  face  the  audience  when  they  are  being  sentenced. 
If  the  Metropolitan  Fire  Brigade  had  turned  its  hose-pipes  on 
that  queue  many  would  have  held  it  to  be  one  of  those  rnre  cases 
in  which  a violation  of  the  letter  of  the  law  might  be  excused  as 
a vindication  of  public  decency. 


CO-OPERATION  IN  THE  IRISH  SENATE. 

On  the  day  on  which  we  went  to  press  last  week  the  leadin®  J 
newspapers  heralded  the  appointment  of  Mr.  George  Russell  to 
the  Senate  of  the  Irish  Free  State  on  the  nomination  of  President  1 
Cosgrave.  We  hastened  to  congratulate  a comrade  of  the  co- 
operative pres3.  Apparently  it  is  still  true  that  - you  can’t  ; 
believe  what  you  see  in  the  papers.”  Mr.  Russell,  it  seems,  was 
offered  a seat,  but  for  personal  reasons  he  declined  the  honour.  V| 
Well,  having  been  selected  for  the  honour,  he  is  still  entitled  to 
our  congratulations,  and  we  let  them  stand.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  our  paragraph  contained  any  expression  of  congratulation 
to  tlio  Senate  on  its  including  Mr.  Russell,  we  unreservedly  with, 
draw  such  expression.  Among  those  actually  appointed,  how- 
ever. are  Sir  Horace  Plunkett  and  Mrs.  Stopford  Green.  Sir  1 
Horace  will  give  co-operation  a vigorous  voice  in  the  Senate,  and 
on  that  account  the  Senate  fairly  merits  thd  congratulations 
of  co-operators.  Mrs.  Stopford  Green  is  best  known  as  a 
litterateur  and  a historian,  but  her  brother,  Mr.  E.  A.  Stopford, 
was  an  energetic  co-opcrator,  a director  of  the  Irish  Agricultural 
Wholesale  Society,  and  a member  of  the  committee  of  the  I.  A.O.S. 

THE  “ DAILY  HERALD." 

The  “ Daily  Herald  ” is  again  in  difficulties.  When  its  ' J 
existence  was  threatened  in  the’early  part  of  the  year,  we  said 
its  demise  would  be  a reflection  upon  the  Labour  movement.  ' 
Its  demise  now,  when  Labour  has  made  an  enormous  advance 
in  Parliamentary  representation  and  has  become  the  Opposition 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  would  be  a more  serious  reflection 
upon  the  Labour  movement  and  upon  the  trade  union  movement. 

Tho  Labour  Party  and  the  Trade  Unions  Congress,  at  their 
annual  gatherings,  assumed  responsibility  for  keeping  the  paper 
alive.  There  are  7,000,000  trade  unionists  in  the  country.  At 
the  recent  election  nearly  5,000,000  electors  voted  for  the  Labour 
candidates.  The  interest  in  the  election  and  in  the  doings  of 
the  Labour  Party  added  considerably  to  the  circulation  of  the 
“ Herald,”  but  the  S.O.S.  has  been  sent  our.  Mr.  Laasbury, 

Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  and  other  prominent  Labour  leaders,  1 
have  been  impressing  upon  tho  rank  and  file  that  the  circulation 
must  increase  by  150,000  a day  before  the  end  of  the  year  if  the 
paper  is  to  survive.  With  the  decision  of  the  Trade  Unions 
Congress  at  Southport  to  guarantee  the  funds  necessary  to  ensure  • 
its  continued  existence,  the  trials  of  the  “ Herald  ” were  believed 
to  bo  over,  but  it  seems  that  the  money  promised  has  not  como 
in.  That  is  a situation  that  ought  not  to  have  arisen  if  the 
Congress  decision  represented  the  considered  judgment  of  the 
unions  represented.  If  the  decision  did  not  represent  that,  it 
placed  those  responsible  for  the  ” Herald  ” in  an  unfair  position, 
and  it  seems  unthinkable  that  the  only  Labour  daily  in  the 
country  should  he  jeopardised  because  not  even  10  per  cent, 
of  those  who  voted  Labour  ore  sufficiently  interested  in  their  1 
party  ortjan  to  keep  it  alive.  If  the  Labour  Party  is  to  make 
progress  its  daily  newspaper  is  essential,  and  the  members  of  the 
party  have  obligations  to  it,  which  it  is  bad  policy  to  shirk. 

M.P.’s  FOR  "BIG  BUSINESS.” 

The  Monthly  Circular  of  the  Labour  Research  Department 
has  published  ono  of  tho  most  interesting  analyses  of  the  general 
election  results.  It  comprises  a list  of  103  M.P.’s  who  arc 
directors  of  private  companies,  fifty-three  of  which  are  con- 
nected with  the  Federation  of  British  Industries.  Finance,  land, 
and  investment  concerns  are  represented  by  30  M.P.’s.  and  the 
engineering  and  shipbuilding  concerns  come  next  with  38; 
insurance  has  spokesmen  in  35  directors  of  companies ; coal, 
other  mining,  iron  and  steel  industries  have  31  ; railways  and 
transport  are  represented  by  20  directors  ; shipping  has  23  : and 
the  balance  of  the  103  M.P.’s  for  “ Big  Business  ’’  represent  gas, 
water,  and  electricity  companies,  the  timber  and  building  trades, 
the  press,  chemicals,  oils,  and  fats,  banking,  breweries,  petrol, 
textiles,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  rubber  distribution,  printing  and 
paper,  hotels  and  catering,  and  clothing.  The  co-operotivo 
movement  has  been  congratulating  itself  on  having  four  repre- 
sentatives in  Parliament,  and  Labour  rejoices  in  13S;  hut, 
combined,  these  can  be  put  out  of  count  when  the  occasion  arises 
by  the  votes  of  these  103  directcrs  who  start'd  for  private  enter- 
prise and  the  competitive  system. 

MORE  WORK,  BUT— 

Two  new  battleships  have  been  ordered,  one  for  the  Mersey 
and  one  for  the  Tyne.  It  is  good  news  that  the  men  in  these 
shipyards  ore  to  be  busy,  and  two  orders  which  involve  £8.000,000 
each  are  not  to  be  despised.  But  what  does  it  betoken  ? Boe3 
it  not  scoff  at  all  the  peace  professions  of  statesmen  '■  High 
authorities  ridicule  the  idea  of  the  battleship  ever  again  being 
an  effective  instrument  of  war ; but  the  world  is  clamouring  tor 
peace,  and  those  ships  are  a plain  indication  that  politicians 
have  decided  that  tho  world  is  not  going  to  get  it.  ^l0 
i'lG,000,000  to  be  spent  on  tho  ships  could  be  spent  on  rcinuncrfl* 
live  work  required  to  bring  houses  into  existence  and  to  bunt 
hearts  back  from  despair. 
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AN  UNOFFICIAL  GROUP 

FOR  PROMOTING  CO-OPERATIVE 
THOUGHT. 

A private  meeting  was  held  in  Man- 
chester on  Thursday  evening  last  week  to 
consider  the  desirability  of  forming  “ a 
centre  of  unofficial  co-operative  thought, 
discussion,  and  propaganda.”  . Nearly 
twenty  persons  were  present,  at  this  meet- 
ing, and  apologies  for  non-altendnnce  were 
read  from  several  active  workers  in  the 
co-operative  movement.  Mr.  Percy  Red- 
fern,  who  presided,  explained  the  purpose 
of  the  meeting,  and  the  objects  which  its 
conveners  had  in  view.  A long  discussion 
followed,  in  which  every  speaker  expressed 
himself  in  favour  of  the  proposal.  It  was 
decided  that  Messrs.  Redfern  and  Mercer 
should  draw  up  a definite  scheme  for  pre- 
sentation to  ft  more  representative  meet- 
ing, and  that  through  the  co-operative 
press  and  otherwise  they  should  take  steps 
to  secure  the  fullest  possible  attendance. 
The  meeting  is  to  bo  held  at  Holyoake 
House,  if  possible,  on  Thursday,  January 
1 Sth,  1923.  All  interested  in  the  proposal 
are  cordially  invited  to  communicate  with 
Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer,  at  the  Co-operative 
Union. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 

"Co-operative  News”  Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 
The  co-operative  four  in  the  House  <>f 
Commons  have  put  in  some  splendid  team 
work  in  protecting  t lie  consumers'  interest 
i'll  the  Canadian  Cattle  Bill.  The  important 
duty  of  looking  after  the  interests  of  organ- 
ised consumers  was  left  by  the  Labour  Party 
i»  the  experienced  and  capable  bauds  of  Mr. 
A.  A . Alexander,  whose  n-erk  in  present iag 
Hie  co-operative  societies’  case  before  tho 
Royal  Commission  fully  equipped  him  for 
effectively  handling  the  mutter  in  the 
Commons.  Already  the  Co-operative  Party 
are  making  their  presence  fc-lt,  and  their 
work  is  bound  to  bear  good  fruit  in  the 
future.* 

TnE  decision  of  the  members  of  the 
Labour  Party  to  force  all-night  sittings  so 
as  to  comjiel  the  House  to  deal  with  unem- 
ployment, introduces  a novelty  in  the 
routine  of  Parliament.  By  sleeping  and 
working  in  relays  the  Party  hop  I to  bo  able 
tc  dispel  the  Prime  Minister's  tranquillity. 

It  is  not  often  that  Mr.  Tom  Johnston,  the 
editor  of  " Forward^’  kicks  over  the  traces  as 
he  did  in  Parliament  on  Friday  evening  Inst 
week.  His  references  to  the  .Sudanese  affairs 
and  the  Asquith  deputation  led  to  his  being 
widely  paragraphed  in  the  press.  'The  most 
interesting  paragraph  was  in  the  " Sunday 
Chronicle,”  which  announced  that  when  Mr. 
IJoyd  George  suppressed  " Forward  ” in  the 
early  stages  of  the  war  lie  did  so  with  tho 
assent  of  ^tr.  Arthur  Henderson. 

A tew  weeks  ago  we  mentioned  that  six 
members  of  K inning  Park  Society  are  among 
the  new  IvI.P.’s.  London  Society  comes  along 
with  a claim  that  it  has  ten  members  in 
Parliament.  Can  anybody  beat  this? 

At  the  Manchester  Amdeniv  Exhibition, 
Mr.  W.  If.  Wilkins  on  was  repivsciited'  in  the 
portrait  class  by  “Sir  Tlibnias  Broderick” 
'secretary  of  the  C.W.S.).  The  ••  Evening 
News”  described  the  portrait  as  ‘‘a  first- 
rate  presentation  of  the  man  of  business.” 

The  veteran  president  oJ  the  Bailey  Society 
(Mr.  W.  II.  Childe,  J.P.),  who  recently  cele- 
brated his  golden  wedding,  was  seventy-five  on 
Friday  last  week,  and  he  looked  exceptionally 
fit.  Few  meij  reach  the  post  of  president  of  a 
society  after  having  served  thirty-live  years  as 
its  secretary,  as  Mr.  Chiltje  has  done. 

•Oct  and  About. 


TRADE  BOARDS. 

A QUESTION  IN  THE  HOUSE. 


Mn.  R.  C‘.  Molt  it  ison  (North  Tottenham) 
in  the  House  of  Commons  last  week 
asked  the  Minister  of  Labour  whether  he 
had  under  consideration  any  suggestions 
for  abolishing  any  of  the  existing  trade 
hoards,  or  modifying  their  functions,  and, 
if  so,  what  were  the  trade  boards  Con- 
cerned; and  whether  he  would  take  steps 
to  consult  all  the  interests  concerned,  and 
would  lay  before  the  House  any  suggested 
alterations  for  criticism  or  approval  before 
they  became  operative. 

Sir  Montague  Barlow:  An  application 

bas  been  received  for  a Special  Order  with- 
drawing the  milk  distributive  trade  from 
the  operations  of  the  Trade  Boards  Acts, 
and  the  interests  concerned  were  being 
consulted.  I would  point  out  that  before 
any  such  Order  can  be  made  a statutory 
public,  inquiry  must  be  held  il  the  Order  i« 
contested. 


ANOTHER  DEMOCRATIC  PEACE 

EFFORT. 


WORLD  CONGRESS  AT  THE  HAGUE. 


CO-OPERATORS  AND  TRADE  UNIONISTS  MEET 

TO  COMBAT  WAR. 


FROM  A SPECIAL  CORRESPONDENT. 


The  W orld 
Peace  Congress, 
organised  by  the 
Interuat  ion.nl 
F e d e r a tioii  of 
Trade  Unions, 
attracted  to  the 
spacious  Dieren- 
tuin  Hull,  at  The 
Hague  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  over  600 
men  and  women. 
These  represent  all 
t li  e important 
peace  movements 
of  Europe  as  well 
as  the  trade  unions 
„ and  tho  political 

Mu.  J.  H.  Thomas,  M.P.  L a b o u r a n d 
.Socialist  parties  of 
twenty-four  countries,  and  a large  part  of 
the  co-operative  movement.  They  met 
together  to  consider  how  tho  world  may  be 
spared  from  the  horrors  and  destruction  of 
another  world  war. 

The  catholicity  of  the  imitations 
apparently  caused  the  Dutch  authorities 
some  perturbation,  and  Mr.  Neil  Maclean, 
M.P.,  was  held  up  on  the  steamer  at 
Flushing,  owing  to  instructions  from  The 
Hague  to  the  local  passport  officials  to  the 
effect  that  lie  was  not  to  be  allowed  to  land. 
The  most  likely  explanation  is  that  lie  was 
taken  for  John  Maclean,  the  Communist. 
Two  obscure  Socialists  from  Spain  were 
also  denied  admission,  and  the  number  of 
Russian  visas  was  so  strictly  limited  that 
only  one  out  of  four  delegates  of  the  co- 
operative movement  was  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  Congress.  The  humorous 
part  of  it  was  that  these  precautions  did 
not  prevent  Messrs.  Radek,  Losovskv.  and 
Rothstein,  three  of  the  stalwarts  of  the 
Communist  International,  from  attending 
as  the  delegation  of  the  Russian  trade 
unions.  A protest  by  the  officials  of  the 
Congress  had  the  speedy  effect  of  bringing 
Neil  Maclean  to  The  Plague,  and  a request 
was  also  made  that  the  other  Russian  dele- 
gates, including  the  three  co-operative  dele- 
gates—Tsehaikuia.  Khinchuk,  and  Meselit- 
cherinkov — should  be  allowed  to  continue 
their  journey  from  Berlin.  Meanwhile, 
Dr.  Polovtsev,  the  colleague  of  these  dele- 
gates who  had  gained  admission,  took  the 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  affniis  of  the 
movement  with  its  other  representatives  in 
the  Congress. 

The  Co-operative  Contingent. 

Among  these  were  Mr.  H.*J.  May.  Dr. 
Suter,  Mr.  G.  J.  D.  C.  Goedhart  (Nether- 
lands), and  M.  Rousseau  (Belgium),  repre- 
senting the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance.  There  were  other  groups  of  co- 
operators,  including  seven  from  the  Belgian 
Co-operative  Union,  one  from  a Belgian 
co-operative  society,  one  from  the  Nether- 
lands Central  Union  of  Labour  Co-opera- 
tive Societies,  two  from  the  Czecho- 
slovakian Union  of  Co-operative  Societies, 
and  one  from  the  French  National  Federa- 
tion of  Co-operative  Societies.  The  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Women’s  Committee 


was  also  represented  by  Mies  Enfield  and 
Mrs.  Prcsser  (Great  Britain),  and  Miss 
Meybrooni  (Holland). 

The  opening  session  was  remarkable  for 
its  eager  enthusiasm,  the  warmth  of  the 
welcomes  from  tho  Dutch  Labour  parties, 
and  the  approving  cheers  with  which  the 
Congress  responded  to  an  appeal  by  the 
Chairman  (Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas,  M.P.),  that 
no  time  should  be  Masted  in  talking  about 
the  past,  except  in  so  far  ns  they  should 
draw  lessons  from  it  to  inspire  and  stimu- 
late them  in  the  effort  to  prevent  a repeti- 
tion of  the  tragedy  of  1914-18.  Mr.  Arthur 
Henderson  also  drew  a remarkable  demon- 
stration on  Monday  at  the  close  of  a report 
on  the  work  that  Governments  and  politi- 
cal parties  could  do  for  the  promotion  of 
peace. 

The  Balance  Sheet  of  War. 

In  his  address,  Mr.  Thomas  told  the 
Congress  that  the  members  of  the  organisa- 
tions represented  numbered  forty  millions, 
lie  drew  a sharp  distinction  between  that 
gathering  and  the  former  Hague  peace 
conferences  which  had  been  convened  by 
statesmen  and  diplomats,  and  which  had 
approached  the  problem  from  their  own 
point  of  view  and  not  from  that  of  the 
workers.  He  impressed  the  delegates 
deeply  when  he  said  that  the  war  balance 
sheet  had  no  credit  side,  but  only  the  side 
that  showed  immense  loss  of  human  life 
and  the  destruction  of  wealth.  Ho  insisted 
that  the  demonstration  of  the  last  war 
that  vast  economic  evils  followed  in  its 
train  made  it  imperatively  necessary  that 
the  common  people  in  all  countries  must 
organise  against  war,  and  he  stressed  the 
difficulty  that  must  be  encountered  in  edu- 
cating and  impressing  the  rising  genera- 
tion which  had  no  actual  experience  of  the 
war. 

Interdependence  cf  Nations. 

The  note  of  Mr,  Henderson's  report  was 
the- necessity  for  permeating  the  world  with 
the  co-operative  spirit  as  the  only  means 
of  preventing  another  world  war.'  It  Mas 
literally  a matter  of  life  and  death  for 
working  people,  he  declared.  What  had  to 
be  combated  Mas  the  Mar  mind  of  Govern- 
ments uho  thought  still  in  terms  of  capi- 
talist imperialism,  protective  tariff's,  and 
oil  concessions.  Only  intensive  propaganda 
in  each  country  among  the  workers  and 
combined  action  internationally  could  meet 
this  peril. 

Mr.  Henderson  spoke  eloquently  of  the 
evils  wrought  throughout  Europe  bv  the 
failure  of  the  statesmen  at  Versailles  to 
realise  the  economic  interdependence  of  the 
nations  on  each  other — to  realise,  in  effect, 
that  a policy  of  international  co-operation 
was  the  only  one  that  could  save  Europe. 

That  co-operation,  lie  suggested,  could 
only  be  attained  through  a transformed 
democratic,  all-inclusive  League  of  Nations, 
and  he  expressed  the  opinion  emphatically 
that  the  task  of  bringing  about  this  trans- 
formation was  the  supreme  thing  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  Labour  movement. 


Continued  in  next  column. 


This  tribute  lo  llic  for.ncr  EJilor-in-Cbief  of  tbe  Co-operative 
Press  is  written  in  grateful  tc.ne.-nbrance  of  many  editorial  ads  of 
kindness  ; such  acls  as  keep  memory  green  and  fragrant  unfailingly. 

Rosemary  for  remembrance  Id  ns  strew 

Here,  on  the  grave  of  one  whose  work  outlasts 
His  life;  who  is  the  Future's,  not  the  Past’s 
For  sli.l  his  deeds  their  influence  shall  renew, 

Shal  spread,  and  strength  unto -his  strength  accrue , 
Deep-rooted,  evergreen  through  wintry  blasts. 
Rosemary  for  remembrance  friendship  casts 
Therefore,  and  with  the  rosemary  the  rue. 

For  they  who  knew  must  miss  and  mourn  him— yd 
He  shall  rejoice  and  triumph  with  us  < when 
Unto  our  Pioneers  we  pay  our  debt. 

All , true  knight  of  the  Press  and  of  the  pen, 
You  are  of  those  whose  star  shall  never  set. 

Why  grudge,  to  such  a song,  its  great  Amen? 

— S.  Gertrude  Ford. 


L_ 


£900  ADVERTISEMENT;! 

THE  C.W.S.  AND  A DAILY 
PAPER. 

READER  S PROTEST. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”J 

Sir, — May  I protest  against  the  decision 
of  the  directors  of  the  C.W.S.  to  have  a 
whole-page  advertisement  in  the  “ Daily. 
Mail  ” at  a cost  of  £900. 

Advertisement  is  essential  for  the  benefit 
of  the  co-operative  movement,  but  the 
capitalist  press  never  gives  space  in  its 
columns  to  the  co-operative  movement' 
unless  for  the  purpose  of  beguiling  those 
who  are  not  in  tho  movement,  and  to 
throwing  dust  in  the  eyes  of  non-co-opera- 
tors lest  they  should  see  the  good  points 
of  co-operation. 

e have  the  “Co-operative  News  ” 
pointing  out  the  fallacy  of  the  capitalist 
system  on  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  we 
have  the  C'.W.S.  supporting  the  capitalist 
press  by  swelling  their  coffers  with  a £900 
advertisement. 

If  Me  are  to  have  big  advertisement  let 
us  choose  a daily  that  is  a friend  of  the 
movement,  namely,  the  “ Daily  Herald.” 
Is  it  not  fighting  the  battle  of  co-operation 
day  by  day? — I am,  «fcc., 

J.  Richardson* 

137,  Knuteford-road,  Warrington. 

Sc  veral  -ether  courespondents  have  written 
in  similar  strain. 
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SUNSHINE  IN 
DECEMBER. 

Sunshine  in  December  is  not  to  be 
thought  of  till  you  see  our 

new  ••  SUNSHINE  STORIES  " 

for  bairns. 

The  “ SUNSHINE  STORIES  " 

are  contained  in  the  brightest  and 
cheapest  little  children  s book  that 
can  be  bought  anywhere  to-day. 
The  pretty  coloured  cover  will 
make  every  baby  want  it  ; the  pic- 
tures and  stories  inside  will  make 
the  bairns  want  more  of  the 

" SUNSHINE  STORIES  end 

the  price.  One  Penny,  will  make 
everybody  who  has  little  friends 
ashamed  not  to  buy  it. 

I0J.  per  dozen,  post  Tree, 

To  Societies,  Guilds,  Education :1  Committees — 
or  anybody -from  the 

National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society  Ltd., 
22.  Lonj  MiUiite,  Manchester. 
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“‘MORE  DOPE.” 


In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday,  Sir 
It.  Sanders  announced  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Departmental  Committee  uhich 
is  to  inquire  into  the  incthcd  of  .selling  ami 
distributing  agricultural,  horticultural,  and 
dairy  produce. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander:  Who  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  consumers  cn  the 
committee  ? 

Sir  R.  Sanders:  T think  that  they  are  all 
consumers. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander:  Can  the  right  iion. 
gentleman  say  whether  he  received  a request 
that  a consumers'  representative  should  be 
appointed,  and  whether  that  request  had 
been  refused ! 

Sir  R.  Sanders:  I said  they  are  all 
consumers. 


GUILTY  OF  FORGERY. 


Stephen  Robert  Ken-ward  (ex-cashier  of 
the  Doncaster  Society)  who  was  tried  at  the 
Leeds  Assizes  during  the  week-end  on  a 
series  of  counts  relating  to  forgery,  uttering, 
and  embezzling,  M as  found  guilty  of  forgery 
until  intent  to  defraud,  and  was  sentenced 
to  eighteen  months’  imprisonment  in  tho 
second  division.  He  was  charged  with  the 
fraudulent  conversion  of  £7,938. 


[Continued  from  third  column.] 

Women  Internationalists. 

The  conference  of  the  Women’s  Inter- 
national League,  which  was  also  held  at 
The  Hague  on  the  three  days  preceding  the 
World  Congress,  was  attended  by  dele- 
gates from  nineteen  countries,  and  included 
representatives  of  the  International  Co- 
operative Women's  Committee. 

This  conference  limited  its  discussions  to 
the  need  of  a drastic  revision  of  the  Peace 
Treaties  as  the  only  means  of  restoring 
Europe  to  economic  stability.  A resolu- 
tion uas  passed  expressing  this  view,  and 
pledging  the  members  represented  to  work 
unremittingly  to  bring  about  a League  of 
Nations  Wo'rhl  Congress,  or  a congress 
called  by  any  nation  or  group  of  nations  to 
achieve  a new  peace. 
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MODERNISM  IN 

CO-OPERATION. 


A NEW  FEATURE. 


THE  VIRTUE  OF  SMART 
APPEARANCE. 

It  is  an  encouraging  sign  that  so  many 
retail  co-operative  societies  are  erecting 
their  now  shops  and  central  premises  on  the 
main  thoroughfares  of  our  towns  and  cities, 
instead  of  in  the  “ backwoods,”  as  in  the 
years  gone  by.  Societies  have  been  handi- 
capped in  attempting  to  secure  the  lion's 
share  of  the  people’s  trade  when  the'  shops 
were  hidden  awny  in  the  back  streets. 

Committees  and  boards  of  management 
are  now  taking  early  steps  and  drastic  mea- 
sures to  make  their  business  premises 
equally  as  attractive  as  private  retail  shops, 
and  to  attract  the  vast  volume  of  trade *hnt 
is  now  passing  their  doors  and  going  to 
their  competitors.  • 

A large  number  of  societies  are  still 
reluctant  to  extend  or  improve  their 
existing  shopping  space  for  the 
convenience  and  accommodation  of  nine 
customers.  This  i;  regrettable,  bli- 
the first  step  towards  increased  trade, 
reduced  working  expenses,  larger  member- 
ships, and  higher  dividends'  is  to  bring  pre- 
mises right  up-to-date  in  methods  of  serving, 
sticking,  and  displaying  goods. 

Th  • ni«  novrs’  original  premises  in  Toad- 
lane,  Rochdale,  sufficed  for  a time;  but  it 
would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  present 
trade  of  the  Rochdale  Pioneers’  Society  in  a 
building  of  that  description.  There  have 
been  many  changes  in  Rochdale,  but  quite 
recently  the  Pioneers’  Society  had  their  cen- 
tral premises  so  artistically  remodelled  that 
it  is  known  throughout  the  town  as  the 
‘ Fashion  Corner!” 

If  the  retail  societies  are  going  to  com- 
mand increased  trade,  they  must  scrap  old 
lu-rth-ds,  and  modernise.  As  ” the  face  is 
the  index  to  the  Soul,”  so  the  shop  fronts 
and  shop  window  displays,  the  buildings, 
and.  in  fact,  the  whole  of  the  fixed  and 
moving  properties  of  societies,  should  be 
“ the  index  to  the  class  of  goods  sold  and 
the  sen- ice  employed  to  sell  them.” 

The  building  department  of  the  C.W.S. 
in  Brougliton-lnne,..  Manchester,  is  excep- 
tionally well  organised  and  well  able  to 
satisfy  the  most  exacting  requirements  cl 
any  retail  society  in  shop  fronts,  shop  fit- 
tings. motor  bodies, ' motor  chassis,  and 
countless  other  essentials  to  quick,  large, 
and  growing  trade. 


CONCERT  BY  WIMBLEDON 

CO-OPERATORS. 

Tiie  educational  committeo  of  tho  Royal 
Arsenal  Socioty  launched  out  in  a now  direc- 
tion on  Saturday,  December  2nd,  when  they 
promoted  a concert-meeting,  the  chief  feature 
of  which  was  the  provision  of  a musical  pro- 
gramme by  the  loca-  co-operators  of 
Wimbledon. 

First  and  foremost,  the  Wimbledon  Co- 
operative Orchestra  gave  a selection  of  in- 
strumental items,  which  were  a oredit  to  the 
Conductor  (Mr.  0.  J.  Chalkley),  and  each 
item  merited  the  applause  it  received.  fn 
addition,  l-hc  following  members  of  the  society 
sung  items  which  were  much  appreciated. 
Miss  Grace  Wallwork,  Mr.  .lack  Copus,  Miss 
l inkie  Poster,  Mr.  Jack  Welch  (son  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Wimbledon  Women’s  Guild), 
Miss  Amy  Skeate,  and  Mr.  Bert  Reid  (son  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Southern  District  Council 
of  the  Women’s  Guild).  The  thanks  of  the 
educational  committee  arc  due  to  these 
artistes  for  their  valuable  services,  which  were 
offered  gratuitously. 

During  the  interval,  under  the  chairmanship 
of  Mi's.  E.  Reid  (educational  committee),  Air. 
John  Dickenson  delivered  a very  well  rcccix  od 
address  upon  the  history  and  meaning  of 
co-operation. 


MIDLAND  JOTTINGS. 

Councillor  Frank  Sharkey,  speaking  on 

Practical  Politics”  to  the  Dudley  Hold 
(Birmingham)  Men’s  Guild,  on  Thursday, 
December  7th,  said  there  was  no  natural 
reason  why  any  man,  woman,  or  child  in  the 
"M'ld  should  suffer  from  lack  of  foe  |,  cloth- 
ing, housing,  or  any  other  essential  of  life. 
By  abolishing  tbs  system  of  private  owner- 
ship, and  fostering  J,  he  spirit  of  brotherhood 
throughout  the  world,  they  could  co-ordinate 
The  wealth  which  was  produced  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  the  people  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Jilin  Egan,  the  Coalville  Society’s 
cutter  in  the  tailoring  department,  has  won 
the  White  Rose  Challenge  Trophy  and  Medal 
ut  the  Tailors  and  Cutters’  Exhibition. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Kibbler  (the  head,  butcher  of 
the  Coalville  Society)  was  honoured  by 
.Messrs.  German,  Stevenson,  and  Stunson, 
by  being  selected  to  act  as  one  of  the  judges 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

“MAIDEN”  SPEECH  BY  MR.  A. 
BARNES. 

RELIEVING  UNEMPLOYMENT. 

Mr.  Alfred  Barnes,  Co-operative  Mem- 
ber for  South-East  Ham,  made  his  first 
spqneh  in  the  House  of  Commons  between 
one  and  two  o’clock  on  Tuesday  morning, 
last  week,  when  lie  intervened  in  the  debate 
on  the  Trade  Facilities  Bill. 

Mr.  Barnes,  Wjlio  spoke  with  ease  and 
fluency,  said  lie  understood  that  £32, 000)000 
of  the  taxpayers’  money  was  to  be  devoted 
to  the  Trade  Facilities  Act  and  for  the  loan 
to  the  Austrian  Government.  He  consi- 
dered that  this  amount  was  simply  a pre- 
tence to  cover  up  what  one"”might  legiti- 
mately argue  was  the  past  blundering  of 
the  Government.  The  £7,. 500,000  they 
were  asked  now  to  provide  in  the  form  of 
a loan  was  the  outcome  of  the  lack  of  fore- 
sight with  which  the.  Austrian  situation 
was  in  the  first  instance  considered. 
Members  on  the  Labour  benches  were  not 
disposed  to  oppose  the  proposal  to  grant 
an  additional  £25,000,000  as  loans  under 
the  Trade  Facilities  Act,  for  even  if  they 
did  not  agree  in  principle  in  this  bolstering 
up  of  private  enterprise  out  of  public 
funds  they  were  anxious  to  provide  em- 
ployment. 

At  >n  later  stage  Mr.  Barnes  raised  the 
question  whether  the  proposed  expendi- 
ture of  £25,000,000  was  the  best  way  of 
relieving  unemployment  at  the  present 
moment.  He  suggested  that  a well- 
organised  scheme  cf  arterial  road  improve- 
ments would  aid  business  in  every  respect. 
There  were  many  slum  areas  to  be  removed, 
and  the  improvement  of  many  of  their 
suburban  areas  would  be  an  asset  not  only 
to  the  mental  and  physical  standard  of  the 
people,  but  to  the  capital  value  ofr  the 
districts. 

The  Educational  " Cut.” 

On  the  Wednesday  Mr.  Barnes  Risked  the 
Prime  Minister  whether  it  was  proposed  to 
proceed  this  Session  with  the  Economy 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Bill;  and  if 
provisions  would  be  made'  for  an  alteration 
in  the  regulations  for  elementary  schools 
to  secure  that  children  under  six  shall  not 
be  excluded  from  school  on  the  ground  that 
there  is  lack  of  accommodation? 

An  answer'in  the  negative  was  given. 


EDUCATION  AT  GRAYS. 

The  syllabus  of  popular  Saturday  evening 
lectures  prepared  by  the  educational  committee 
of  the  Grays  Society  is  very  comprehensive  in 
character,  the  subjects  dealt  with  including 
poultry  keeping,  proportional  representation, 
trade  unionism  and  co-operation,  bee-keeping, 
Rudyard  Kipling.  There  arc  also  a number  of 
travel  lectures,  and  another  visit  of  Mr.  James 
J.  Deimage  (the  blind  actor). 

The  lending  library  issued  32,761  volumes 
for  the  six  months  ending  April  30th,  1922,  an 
increase  nt  12,959  in  comparison  with  the 
corresponding  period.  The  reference  library 
has  also  been  in  great  demand,  and  there  lias 
been  a large  increase  in  the  sale  of  co-operative 
and  general  literature. 


RETFORD  PRESENTATIONS. 

A whist  drive  and  social  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday last  week,  on  the  occasion  of  presenta- 
tions by  the  employees  of  the  Retford  Society 
to  Mr.  A.  J.  Bancroft  (bakery  manager)  and 
Mr.  W.  Brown  (bakery  first-hand),  who  have 
both  served  more  than  twenty-ono  years  with 
the  society.  The  members  of  the  management 
committee  and  their  wives  were  invited,  and  a 
total  party  of  about  fifty  yfenjcyed  tho 
proceedings. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Iremonger  (general  manager  and 
secretary)  was  an.  able  chairman.  In  making 
the  presentations,  Mr.  J.  W.  Tate  (president 
of  the  society)  drew  attention  to  the  present 
favourable  position  of  the  society  as  compared 
with  the  conditions  which -Existed  at  the  time 
when  Mr.  Bancroft  and  Mr.  Brown  were  first 
employed,  Mr.  Bancroft  was  the  recipient  of 
a smokers  cabinet,  and  Mr.  Brown,  a clock 
and  both  expressed  their  deep  appreciation. 


At  a conference  on  Saturday,  in  London, 
°«  guilds  and  trade  union  representatives,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  fh  fnvouf  of  a mutual 
understanding  being  established  between  tho 
Workers’  guilds  and  the  co-operative 
movement). 


at  their  annual' show  and  sale  of  Christmas 
fat  stock  at  Ashtiy-de-la-Zouch.  It  is  one 
of  the  Inrgest  (if  not  the  largest)  ,uijes  of  its 
kind  in  Leicestershire,  and  created  enormous, 
interest. 

IJnder  the  auspices  of  the  educational  de-  . 
partment  of  the  Nottingham  Society,  a very 
successful  concert-meeting  was  held  at  the 
Haydn-road  Council  Schools  oil  Saturday. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Sadler,  J.P.,  presided,  and  the 
artistes  contributing-  were  Miss  Gertrude 
Clews  (soprano)  Miss  Nellie  I.owc  (con- 
tralto), Mr.  S.  Tli  or  ft  Denison  (baritone), 
and  Mr.  Edgar  T.  Slack  (humorist).  Mr.  F. 
Wardingley  Gray  was  at  the  piano.  During 
an  interval  Alderman  A.  Turney  delivered 
an  inspiring  address  and  dealt  with  tho  in- 
ception of  the  co-operative  movement.  Ho 
said  the  primary,  function  of  gatherings  of 
that -sort  was  to  make  co-operative  members 
po-operators.  It  was  possible  to  have  a 
commercial  success  and  a spiritual  failure  at 
one  and  tho  same  time,  and  the  whole  record 
of  the  commercial  system* was  a justification 
for  that  assertion. 

The  Swadlincote  district  members  of  the 
Burton  Sooiety  held  their  anniversary  tea  on 
Saturday  last.  At  the  meeting  which  fol- 
lowed in  tho  Hill-street  Chapel,  Mr.  \Y. 
Gouda  11  (director)  was  the  chief  speaker,  and 
Mr.  W.  Mann  (director)  occupied  the  chair. 
Tho  chairman  gave  a brief  resume  of  the 
statistics  of  the  local  branch,,  and  Mr. 
Goodall  a short  address  on  the  position  of  the 
movement  .generally.  Songs  were  contri- 
buted by  Miss  E.  Potter,  Mrs.  Brown, 
Messrs.  Bancroft  and  Fairbrother;  together 
with  humorous  monologues  by  Miss  A. 
Clarke.  and  all  these  were  greatly 
appreciated. 

' “The  Barton  branch  of  the  Burton-on- 
Treut  Society  has  been  opened  exactly 
twelve  months  to-day,  and  the  trade  during 
that  period,  notwithstanding  the  industrial 
depression  and  widespread  unemployment, 
has  averaged  over  £125  per  week.”  This 
statement  was  made  at  the  anniversary 
meeting  held  at  Barton-under-Needwocd,  oil 
Monday  evening,  by  Mr.  A.  Fklkin  (chair- 
man). The  president  of  the  society  (Mr.  W. 
Evans)  spoke  in  a well-filled  hall  to  an  atten- 
tive audience.  The  usual  appeal  tor  loyalty 
and  increased  confidence  was  made,  and  flic 
sound,  enviable  position  of  the  parent 
society  explained.  Songs  and  glees  were 
given  by  tho  Co-operative  Choir  and 
humorous  sketches  and  stories  by  Mr  a. 
Vaughan. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Jones  (manager  of  the  Mans- 
field Society)  is  nt  present  in  n Nottingham 
Nursing  Home,  and  lie  reports  that  he  is 
progressing  very  nicely,  although  ho.  has 
I another  operation  to  go  through  to-day 
(Saturday)  to  complete  the  cure. 


GUILDS  USEFUL  WORK. 

A report  of  the  useful  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  was  given  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Harwich  and  Dovercourt  Men’s 
Guild.  It  was  announced  that  the  Guild  had 
distributed  to  charitable  objects  no  less  than 
£60  18s.  8d.  during  the  year,  and  had  a bank 
balance  of  £60.  These  amounts  bad  accrued 
from  the  promotion  of  comparatively  small 
functions,  principally  the  holding  of  Saturday 
night  whist  drives. 

Mr.  J.  Statham  was  “re-elected  vice-president, 
and  the  rule  was  amended  to  admit  of  the 
appointment-of  another  vice-president,  and  Mr. 
Percy  Taylor  was  elected.  For  the  four 
vacancies  on  the  committee,  Messrs.  Jones, 
Roper,  P.  Franklin,  and  Dunnstt  were  elected. 
Tho  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  T.  F.  Smith)  was 
re-elected.  A most  enjoyable  social  evening 
followed. 


BIRMINGHAM  POLITICAL 
GRANTS. 

At  tlio  quarterly  meeting  cf  the  Birming- 
ham Society  on  Tuesday  night,  the  com- 
mittee’s recommendation  to  ceaso  making 
grants  to  the.  Co-operative  Party,  was 
defeated,  by  389  to  67  votes  in  favour  of  an 
amendment  by  Mr.  JefFeoat.  The  amend- 
ment was  to  the  effect  that  the  recommenda- 
tion be  referred  back,  and  the  committee 
negotiate  with  the  political  council  for  a 
reduction  of  the  amount  of  the  affiliation  fees 
payable  according  to  rule.  The  other 
amendment  was  withdrawn. 


A Swiss  editor  calls  the  “ Mitigate 
Monthly,”  “ Your  always  interesting 
review.” 

[Support  the 

“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS,” 

and  bring  nearer  the 
Co-operative  Daily. 
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A SEASON  OF  OPTIMISM. 

CHRISTMAS  GATHERING  AT  LEMAN 
STREET. 

JO  AND  GOOD  FELLOWSHIP. 

REIGN  SUPREME. 

[By  Our  London  Representative.) 

As  the  years  roll  on  changes  take  place  in  the 
methods  and  personnel  of  the  movement.  The 
one  permanent  institution  is  the  annual 
Christmas  gathering  at  the  C.W.S.  chief  centres, 
which  serves  to  mark  the  advent  of  the  period 
of  joy  and  good  fellowship,  and  forms  a welcome 
reunion  between  the  heads  of  departments  and 
tho  representatives  of  distributive  societies. 
For  the  nonce  all  questions  of  slackness  of 
trade  and  depreciated  stocks  are  forgotten,  the 
one  desire  being  to  exchange  greetings  and  to 
create  a feeling  of  ami®  which  serves  to  cause 
the  wheels  of  the  commercial  machinery  to  run 
more  smoothly  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
The  London.gathermg  was  held  on  Tuesday 
at  the  C.W.S.  Assembly  Hall,  Lenian-streot, 
where  a numerous  audience  attended,  including 
the  heads  of  departments  and  buyers  from  the 
societies  iq  the  southern  area,  for  whoso 
delectation  an  admirable  programme  was 
arranged. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (C.W.S.  director),  who 
presided,  announced  that  a cablegram  con- 
taining greetings  had  been  received  from 
Montreal,  and  telegrams  from  Newcastle, - 
Northampton,  and  Bristol.  He  extended  a 
hearty  greeting  to  nil  present.  That  was 
always  a pleasant  function,  lie  said,  for  it  was 
an  occasion  for  the  renewing  of  old  acquaint- 
ances and  to  cement  new  friendships.  There 
was  one  sad  note.  There  were  some  present 
last  year  who  were  not  present  on  that  occasion. 
He  announced  that  telegrams  of  greeting  would 
be  sent  to  the  gatherings  at  Manchester  and 
other  centres. 

Philosophy  of  Christmas. 

In  expressing  the  greetings  of  Lhe  board,  Sir 
Thomas  Allen  said  his  words  would  be  brief, 
but  nevertheless  very  honest  and  sincere.  They 
were  proud  of  the  philosophy  of  Christmas, 
which  still  remained  the  best  working  philos- 
ophy of  life,  both  as  regarded  the  individual 
and  the  relationship  to  his'  fellows.  Whilst 
this  philosophy  of  Christmas  bad  not  yet  fully 
taken  its  place  in  the  daily  life  as  an  actual 
working  principle,  yet  they  reverenced  it  in 
their  heart  of  hearts  as  something  very  desirous 
to  be  attained.  When  they  kept  up  this  season 
they  should  be  desirous  that  whatever  had  been 
done  to  offend  their  brother  should  be  for- 
given ; and  if  they  had  offended  against 
anyone,  they  should  desire  to  be  forgiven. 
It  was  a season  at  which  a note  of  optimism 
was  struck.  Above  all  came  the  thought  that 
at  Christmastime  most  men  were  making  for 
the  higher  desire  to  be  true  to  their  fellow-men. 
He  wished  them  every  prosperity  in  the  coming 
year,  and  hoped  that  the  bad  times  were  behind 
them.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  A.  W.  Golightly  supported  the  greetings 
on  behalf  of  the  board.  He  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  coming  year  would  be  three  times 
better  than  it3  predecessor;  He  thought  they 
had  turned  the  corner,  and  could  look  forward 
this  Christmas  to  a better  season.  The / would 
have  been  worse  off  if  there  had  been  uo  co- 
operative organisation.  (Applause.)  He  hoped 
that  the  movement  was  going  to  be  stronger. 
They  had  to  face  the  fact  that  thirty  years’ 
savings  had  been  paid  away  to  heal  th© 
ravages  of  the  world,  for  which  they  were  not 
^responsible.  War  and  its  consequences  were 
not  in  favour  with  co-operative  audiences. 
They  believed  that  tho  world’s  affairs  could  be 
settled  without  it.  (Applause.) 

Amicable  Relations. 

Mr.  Noble  (Rochester)  extended  the  greetings 
of  the  buyers,  referring  to  the  amicable  rela- 
tions which  existed  between  the  representatives 
of  retail  societies  and  the  beads  of  departments 
and  managers  at  Le man -street. 

Mr.  Yelland  (Ipswich)  also  spoke  on  behalf 
of  the  buyers,  expressing  good  wishes  towards 
the  board  and  staff  at  Leman-street^ 

An  appropriate  programme  of  outstanding 
merit  was  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 

E.  W.  Partridge,  who  also  played  tbi?  accom- 
paniments. Tho  company  sang  the  usual 
Christmas  selections.  Pleasing  vocal  selections 
were  given  by  Miss  Gwendoline  Potts  and  Miss 
Lucy  Weston,  Messrs.  Heddte  Nash  and  Claudo 
Thorogood.  Popular  and  fitting  items  were 
the  selections  given  by  Mr.  Percy  Mcrriman 
from  Dickens’  “ Christmas  Carol  ” and  the 
“ Pickwick  Papers.  Miss  Lucy  Weston 
artistically  played  a harp  solo. 
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OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 


All  communications  intended  for  these  Pages  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Editor  of  the  “ Women’s  Pages,” 
"Co-operative  News”  Office,  Long  Millgate, 
Manchester. 


THE  WORLD  CRIES  FOR  PEACE. 


WOMEN  START  TO  CLEAN  UP 
THE-  MESS. 


TALES  OF  MISERY  FROM  EVERY  COUNTRY. 


CHRISTMAS  CHEER. 

SCOTTISH  “ PIONEER” 
FESTIVAL. 

r The  near  approach  of  the  Christmas 
Festival  has  set  in  motion  a host  of 
benevolent  schemes  for  providing  brief 
glimpses  of  cheerfulness  for  many  thou- 
sands of  unfortunate  folic  who  would  not 
have  a chance  to  provide  festivities  for 
themselves. 

And  our  co-operative  movement  is  not 
behindhand  it}  this  general  expression  of 
the  deep  spiritual  meaning  of  the  season, 
the  desire  that  all  shall  share  with  each 
in  the  ‘.‘Good  Tidings  of  Great  Joy” 
which  came  into  the  world  so  long  ago. 
Without  some  movement  of  the  heart  in 
this  direction,  our  schemes  and  plans  for 
festival  celebrations  would  be  conven- 
tional and  meaningless. 

But  we  cannot  think  that  the  child- 
ren’s tea  parties,  old  folks’  reunions,  and 
other  gatherings  now  being  so  busily 
prepared  for  in  guild  rooms-  and  com- 
mittee rooms  are  conventional  and  mean- 
ingless. They  do  express  in  the  best 
way  we  know  how  the  hospitable  warmth 
of  goodwill  we  feel  towards  those  who  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  because  of 
poverty,  ill-health,  or  age,  find  them- 
selves alone  and  sad. 

It  does  seem  to  us,  however,  that  in 
preparing  our  schemes  we  do  occasionally 
spend  lavishly  in  directions  which  appeaT 
as  though  they  would  render  us  a good 
return  in  advertisement  rather-  than  in 
ways  that  will  give  the  greatest  amount 
of  real  benefit  to  the  recipients.  But  the 
question  of  “a  good  advertisement” 
should  not  come  into  our  calculations 
at  all  if  we  are  to  interpret  the 
meaning  of  the  festival  rightly.  At  the 
same  time,  a tea  to  old-age  pensioners  or 
a 'Christmas  tree  to  the  children  of  un- 
employed members  does  serve  to  show 
that  co-operation  has  something  to  offer 
besides  plum  puddings  at  current  prices, 
and  they  do  help  to  familiarise  the  child- 
ren and  the  old  people  with  some  of  the 
ideas,  a£  well  as  some  of  the  products, 
of.  co-operation. 

The  Ayr  branch  of  the  Scottish 
Women’s  Guild,  we  note,  entertained  one 
hundred  old-age  pensioners  to  a knife- 
and-fork  tea  the  other  day.  They  were 
generously  supported  in  their  kindly 
effort  by  the  management  committee  of 
the  society , and  it  came  out  in  the  course 
of  the  evening  that  the  guild  and  the 
co-operative  movement  wanted  to  see 
the  age  reduced,  and  the  amount 
increased,  for  old-age  pensioners. 

Our  Scottish  friends  are  great  at 
yen: ember ing,  and  a great  rally  is  being 
called  in  Scotland  on  the  21st  inst.  to 
commemorate  the  achievements  of  Roch- 
dale and  our  Pioneers.  This  celebration, 
taking  place  as  it  does  just  before 
Christmas  Day,  is  another  of  those 
schemes  which  will  give  an  immense 
impetus  to  the  co-operative  faith,  and 
wiU  help  to  counteract,  like  those  fes- 
tivals to  which  we  have  been  referring, 
the  tendency  to  rely  mainly  upon  " in- 
crease of  trade  ” to  expand  the  move- 
ment in  Great  Britain. 

We  feel  that  the  co-operative  move- 
ment to-day  needs  not  only  a great 
revival  and  increase  of  trade,  but  a great 
revival  and  increase  of  enthusiasm  and 
faith  in  the  principles  on  which  it  is 
founded.  We  hope  the  preparations 
now  going  forward  for  the  Christmas 
festivals,  and  especially  the  " Pioneer 
Night  ” in  Scotland,  will  give  just  the 
right  stimulus  to  such  a revival  in  the 
New  Year. 


Stafford  District  Committee.— Owing  to 
the  serious  illness  of  Mrs.  W.  Evans,  the 
Stafford  district  committee  had  to  postpone 
some  of  their  work.  We  are  pleased  to  re- 
port, however,  that  Mrs.  Evans  is  now  able 
,to  resume  her  work,  Slid  was  present  at  the 
two  days’  meetings  held  at  Lichfield  on  the 
'4,th  and  5th  inst.  The  first  day  was  taken 
iUp  with  the  committee  meeting  and  an.  nd- 
'dness  on  “District  Work”  by  Councillor 
Mrs.  Sands,  J.P.  (Midland  Sectional  Coun- 
cil). On  the  second  day  Mrs.  Sands  con- 
tacted n one  day’B  school,  with  over  thirty 
tudents.  Tho  subjects  taken  wore  “ The 
obit  Trade  Campaign, ” “ International  Co- 
operative Tnado,"  and  “ Married  Women 
and  Paid  Positions/ *• 


The  great  conference  summoned  by  tho 
Women’s  International  League  to  Tlemand 
A Now  Peace — a real  and  just  peace,  which 
shall  free  Europe  from  the  nightmare  of 
famine,  unemployment,  aud  fast-approach- 
ing bankruptcy — opened  on  Wednesday, 
December  6th,  at  The  Hague,  when  the  dele- 
gates from  twenty  different  countries  were 
welcomed  by  their  kind  hostesses  of 
Holland. 

Among  the  many  de- 
lightful greetings,  one 
from  a much-honoured 
worker  in  the  early 
suffrage  movement  of 
Holland  was  particularly 
appreciated  for  its 
humour  and  its  point. 

After  congratulating  the 
delegates  on  having 
come  from  so  far  and 
wide  to  take  part  in  the 
meetings,  she  explained 
that  she  herself  had  not 
got  there  without  diffi- 
culty. For  she  had  a 
husband,  who  regarded 
the  cackling  of  women  as 
unsuited  for  discussion 
of  the  policy  of  nations, 
and  had  strongly  op- 
posed her  meddling  in 
such  matters.  But  she 
had  come  in  spite  of 
lum ; and  she  was  reminded,  she  said,  of 
how.  when  her  baby  was  crying  in  the  night, 
she  had  once  waked  her  husband,  and  called 
on  him  to  take  a turn  in  soothing  it,  “ for 
he’s  half  yours,  you  know.”  “ All  right," 
said  the  husbanu,  “ then  I’ll  let  my  half 
cry." 

Though  members  of  the  audience  learnt 
afterwards  that  both  baby  and  husband  were 
fictions  invented  for  their  benefit,  the  story 
was  none  tho  less  apt.  For  four  years  men 
have  been  letting  the  world  cry.  and  it  is 
time  that  women,  as  women,  set  themselves 
to  bring  it  peace. 

Three-lmndred-and-fifty  women,  repre- 
senting 111  societies,  and  many  dis- 
tinguished visitors  assembled  the  next 
morning  for  that  purpose.  Twelve  of  the 
organisations  represented  are  international 
bodies,  among  which  the  International  Co- 
operative Women's  Committee  is  repre- 
sented by  Miss  Meybcom  (Holland)  and  Miss 
Enfield.  Among  the  societies  from  Great 
Britain,  the  English  Guild  is  represented 
by  Mrs.  Prosser,  and  the  Dutch  Guild  is 
one  of  the  forty-one  Dutch  societies  taking 
part  in  the  meetings.  Delegates  have  come 
from  Canada,  the  U.S.A.,  and  New  Zealand, 


Christmas  is  here  a gain*— that  season 
when  old  customs  are  the  best,  a time  when 
we  like  to  do  just  about  as  we  always  have 
in  the  years  goue  by — play  tho  old  games, 
trim  our  Christmas  trees,  eat  grandmother's 
pudding  and  mother’s  mincemeat  pies. 

We  shall  have  more  to  tell  you  next  woek. 
Meanwhile,  how  are  you  choosing  the  books 
you  will  give  your  children  this  Christmas? 
Will  they  be  books  which  will  help  to  de- 
velop the  imagination?. 

The  Kiddios  Very  Own. 

First  in  consideration  comes  our  own 
Bairns’  Hooks,  published  by  the  National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society,  just  out  in 
time  to  be  included  in  this  year's  gifts. 

“Sunshine  Stories"  is  our  new  baby’s 
name,  who,  by  t he  way,  is  not  an 
unwanted  child,  for  there  are  heaps  of  loving 
little  hearts  waiting  to  welcome  this  addition 
to  our  family.  And  with  our  readers’  l'olp 
It  should  not  lie  hard  to  find  them.  True, 
wo  rather  dislike  parents  who  crow  over 
their  offspring,  but  really  ours  is  a 
very  winsome  baby,  equal  from  every  point 
of  view  to  any  publication  on  the  market 
of  tho  Bairns'  Book  type.  Its  pretty 
salmon  pink  frock,  with  violet  and  green 
lettering,  will  invite  the  kiddies  to  explore, 
nnd.insiao  the  covers  they  will  find  four 
charming  little  6tories,  most  beautifully  and 
grncofully  illustrated  by  Winifred  and  Grace 
Foystor.  Tho  tales  axe  varied  in  cliaracter, 
.to  suit  tho  tastes  of  the  imaginative  or 
practical  child  and  ns  there  are  roughly 
1,000  co-oporatavo  babies  born  every  year, 
“ Sunshino  Stories  ’’  BJjiQuld  be  greeted  with 
wide-open  arms,  for  it  is  the  only  publication 
(or  qut  jatfl  oi  At«  to  ion  years. 


from  Poland  and  Bulgaria;  and  the  Ukraine, 
from  Austria,  and  the  Irish  Free  State,  as 
well  as  from  the  older,  nearer,  and  richer 
countries. 

Perhaps  the  most  remarkable  feature  of 
the  conference  is  the  really  extraordinary 
unanimity  of  opinion  which  has  - marked 
every  discussion.  As  Mrs.  Prosser  said,  in 
showing  how  the  mothers  of  England  are 
suffering  through  the  Peaco  Treaty,  just  as 
the  mothers  of  Germany 
or  of  France.  “ Though 
we  are  speaking  in  dif- 
ferent languages*  we 
speak  with  one  accord." 
Every  country  has  its 
tale  to  tell  of  the 
miseries  resulting  from 
the  iniquitous  peace 
terms — tales  of  money 
that  will  buy  nothing,  of 
work  that  brings  no  re- 
ward, of  willing  workers 
starving  for  want  of 
employment.  The  most 
terrible  account  of  %11 
came  from  the  occupied 
territories  of  Germany, 
where  a special  commis- 
sion, consisting  of  the 
Swedish  Dr.  Wogner  and 
Miss  Marion  Fox  (of  the 
Society  of  Friends),  had 
been  6ent  to  make 
investigations.  It  is  impossible  to  report  the 
many  points  of  interest  which  have  arisen 
during  the  discussions.  There  have  been 
fine  speeches  from  Dr.  Alice  Salomon  (Ger- 
many), Mdlle.  Melin  (France),  Mrs. 
Henderson  (Canada),  who  brought  out 
how  international  capital  in  its  own 
interests  had  contributed  to  the  outbreak 
of  war,  and  in  tho  interests  of  humanity 
should  now  be  made  to  contribute  to  the 
restoration  of  the  world,  from  Miss  Bond- 
field,  from  Mdlle.  Dcjardin  (Belgium),  from 
Mrs.  Swanwick,  and  many  others. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  final  meeting, 
at  which  proposals  for  practical  action  are 
to  be  considered,  has  still  to  bo  held ; and  a 
report  of  this  most  important  session  of  the 
tV omen's  Conference,  as  well  as  of  the  con- 
ference of  the  International  Federation  of 
Trade  Unions,  which  follows,  will  appear 
later.  . • 


A new  branch  has  been  formed  at  Rich- 
mond, near  Darlington.  Mrs.  Miller  (Dar- 
lington) presided  nt  the  opening  meeting, 
and  spoke  on  guild  work  and  woman's  place 
in  the  co-operative  movement. 


Fill  in  and  cut  out  the  attached  order  form 
and  hand  in  to  your  nearest  store,  so  that 
you  can  make  a present  of  a oopy  to  your 
bairns  this  holiday  time;  or  send  for  copies 
to  22,  Long  Millgate,  Manchester,  so  that 
you  can  send  as  a pveseut  to  your  youug 
friends  tliis  Christmas  time. 

The  copies  are  Id.  each,  postage,  of  course, 
extra.  These  " Sunshine  Stories  " are  just 
in  time  for  filling  odd  corners  in  little 
stockings. 

Order  Form. 

Please  order  for  me  ...  copies 

“Sunshine  Stories." 

Published  bv  the  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society, 

22,  Long  Millgate,  Manchester. 

Name  . 

Address  


Mrs.  M.  E.  Frost  has  again  been  returned 
to  the  management  committee'  of  the  Blyth 
Society.  Airs.  B.  A.  Muir  has  been 
displaced. 

Mrs.  Russoll,  the  new  Lancashire  Sec- 
tional secretary,  read  her  first  annual  report 
at  last  Saturday’s  conference.  During  the 
ast  four  years  sixty  new  branches  have 
eon  formed  in  the  section,  making  a total 
of  187.  Tho  present  sectional  membership 
is  nearly  13,000.  Forty-eight  members  6it 
on  management  committees  and  seventy- 
eight  on  education  committees,  £he  mem- 
bers are  well  represented  on  town  ceuncils 
and  magisterial  benohos. 


CO-OPERATION  AND 

POLITICS. 

Ought  We  to  Join  the  Labour  Party? 

Dear  Madam,— Permit  me  to  remind  Mrs. 
E.  A.  Wheeler  that  both  Liberals  and  Caul 
servatives  do  nob  grant  the  workers 
“ Reforms”  in  any  spirit  of  love  and  good- 
will.  Take  Catholic  Emancipation,0  tho 
Reform  Bill,  and  even  in  our  times  Votes 
for  Women,  and  the  same  sad  tale  js 
recorded.  Fear,  and  fear  only,  brought  any 
reforms  we  have.  Again,  I am  a member 
of  the  board  of  one  of  the  largest  co-open, 
tive  societies  in  Glasgow,  and  if  my  memory 
serves  me  right,  money  was  spent  all  over 
Scotland  in  sending  letters  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons  asking  them 
to  support  the  Repeal ' of  the  Corporation 
Tax.  And  last  but  not  least  “Our  Good 
Friends,”  Liberals  and  Tories,  knew  that  co- 
opAntive  voters  in  England  ami  Scotland 
would  ask  a very  strict  account  of  them. 
As  a loyal  co-operator  and  trade  unionist, 
can  I do  anything  else  than  support  my  own 
class  in  their  uphill  fight  to  better  their  can. 
ditions?  How  can  I be  a true  soldier  of 
labour  if  I am  weak-kneed  and  ashamed  to 
own  myself  a worker,  a poor  weakling  with 
no  mind  of  his  own,  and  believes  the  parrot 
cry  Labour  is  not  fit  to  govern.” 

As  1 am  only  a humble  worker  with  every 
respect  for  the  mothers  and  sisters  of  Great 
Britain,  I hold  that  their  place  is  in  the  grsat 
army  of  labour,  where  they  will  meet  and 
speak  to  kindred  souls  who  will  understand 
their  troubles  and  trials. — Yours  respeet- 
■ fully,  Glasgow. 

Political  Parties  and  Corporation  Tax. 

Dear  Madam, — In  reply  to  E.  A.  Wheeler, 
the  Liberals  and  Conservatives  who  voted 
against  the  Corporation  Tax  did  not  do  so 
because  of  love  for  the  co-operative  move- 
ment, but  iu  support  of  their  own  private 
trading  interests.  Your  correspondent  should 
take  a longer  view  of  other  parties’  actions 
and  motives  and  study  the  difference  betweeu 
capital  and  capitalism  or  the  capitalistic 
system.  Liberals  and  Conservatives  are  out 
to  perpetuate  the  present  system  of  cut- 
throat competition,  the  co-operative  move- 
-ment  is  out  to  change  that  cursed  system 
into  one  of  mutual  aid. 

How,  then,  can  a person  believing  in  co- 
operation and  trading  at  the  stores,  vote  for 
either  Liberal  or  Tory  who  believes  in  tho 
very  opposite  system,  that  of  private 
enterprise?  The  private  trading  interest  \s 
represented  in  Parliament  by  its  own  mem- 
bers of  the  Federation  of  British  Industries. 

Does  your  correspondent  expect  the 
Federation  of  British  Industries  to  lock  after 
the  co-operative  movement  and  see  it  ■ -is 
fair,  play? 

Where  is  the  opportunity  to  arms  and  the 
help  to  come  from  to  study  and  solve  the 
problems  of  cio-operation  unless  through 
political  action? 

E.  A.  Wheeler  makes  the  mistake  which 
thousands  of  other  co-operators  mak?  in 
thinking  the  co-operative  movement  consists 
only  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  commo- 
dities and  the  making  of  dividends. 

Co-operation  is  an  ideal,  a ue\v  means  of 
life,  a new  system  of  government,  and  it  can 
only  be  helped  forward  by  the  making  of  new 
laws  which  will  alter  the  present  inhuman 
system  of  government.  These  new  laws 
must  be  mncle  by  Parliament,  by  men  who 
believe  in  the  new  system. 

Apart  from  our  small  Co-operative  Party, 
tho  only  other  to  help  us  is  the  Labour 
# Party,  the  members  of  which  believe  in  the 
’ new  -Co-operative  Commonwealth. — Yours 
truly, 

A.  L.  Burniston. 

Member.  City  of  Bradford  Society's 
Educational  Committee. 

The  Guild  and  Democratic  Control. 

Dear  Madam, — I should  suppose  that 
“ Mary  Booth”  is  a new  guild  member,  so 
lias  not  yet  realised  what  are  the  duties  of 
our  Central  Committee,  or  that  \va  have 
democratic  aantrol  in  our  organisation, 
lienee  her  mistake  in  thinking  the  Guild 
Circular  sent  round  by  the  Central  Com- 
mittee “ narrow,  intolerant,  and  die Litoral-'' 

The  voting  of  delegates  from  branches  r.ll 
over  the  country  at  our  annual  Congresses 
have  carried  resolutions  in  favour  of  alliamv 
with  tho  Labour  Party,  and  affirming  that 
‘ our  only  hope  is  the  coming  into  power  o| 
a Labour  and  Co-operative  Government  '' 
This  being  so,  the  Central  Committee  were 
only  carrying  out  o»3  of  their  duties  in  re- 
minding branches'  of  the  democratically 
arrived  at  policy  of  the  guild  to  only  support 
I .a  hour  and  Co-operative  candidates. 

It  is  surely  the  desire  and  duty  of  every 
loyal  guild  branch  to  carry  out  the  decisions 
of  Congress  to  the  uttermost  of  their 
ability. — Yours  sincerely, 

Florence  R.  Toon,  Surrey  District. 

St.  Julian’s  Bungalow,  Addlostone. 


Too  late  for  insertion  this  week.  Mrs.  E. 
Cross. 


At  the  recent-  South-Western  Devon  Dis- 
trict Conference,  held  at  Devonport,  tbci.e 
were  over  200  delegates,  including  represen- 
tatives from  the  general  and  education'll 
committees  and  the  Men’s  Devon  Distrui 
Association.  Mrs.  Parkins  (.president  of 11,0 
district)  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mrs.  .Hutty 
ings  (president  of  the  Devonport  Guild)  in- 
tended tho  welcome,  while  Miss  Jeokin 
(council  member)  spoke  on  “ Mnrriac 
Women  \a  Paid  Positions/’  ©yoking  a po0U 

discussion. 
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ynMEN'S  PAGES., 

the  kind  of  homes  WE  WANT.— I. 

WHAT  WOMEN  MUST  DO  TO  GET  THEM. 

WHY  NOT  A "HOUSING”  CORRESPONDENCE? 

BY  A WOMAN  CORRESPONDENT. 


Housing  is  the  special  subject  for  the 
Guild  autumn  conferences,  and  one  wonders 
what  will  1m?  the  sum  total  of  the  wisdom 
unfolded  there.  Councillor  Mel  lor  looks  to 
the  women  to  solve  the  housing  problem,  and 
Captain  Reiss  talks  of  t lie  steady  pressure 
that  is  necessary;  but  if  women  are  to  do 
these  tilings,  they  must  have  a definite 
policy,  and  to  tabulate 
that  policy  they  must 
begin  to  think  for  them- 
selves on  the  housing 
question.  Too  long  has 
the  arrangement  of  the 
homo  been  left  to  the 
men,  who  after  all  have 
to  suffer  few  of  the  in- 
conveniences of  a badly- 
arranged  house ; but  how 
few  women  have  thought 
out  the  problem  of  the 
home  arrangement.  The 
man,  in  choosing  a 
house,  looks  at  the  sil- 
ting rooms,  and  perhaps 
the  outlook  from  the 
bedrooms;  but  the  woman  is  much  more 
interested  in  the  places  in  which  she  spends 
the  greater  part  of  her  time.  Yet  it-  is 
this  part  of  the  house  that  is  generally 
neglected. 

The  average  house  has  a crowded  kitchen 
or  scullery,  with  the  tiniest  of  coal  houses 
and  an  inconveniently  placed  larder  where 
such  a receptacle  exists  at  all.  What  seems 
necessary  for  the  Women’s  Guild  to  do  is 
to  get  some  general  idea  of  the  type  of 
house  our  women  want,  and  then  to  get 
their  own  representatives  on  local  bodies  to 
tee  that  the  women  get  what  they  need. 

To  settle  on  the  type  of  house  local  condi- 
tions must  be  taken  into  consideration.  In 
some  districts  a kitchen  and  scullery  com- 
bined is  preferred ; in  others  a living  room 
and  scullery.  Some  people  only  need  two 
bedrooms;  but  the  minimum  demand  for  a 
family  should  be  three.  The  size  of  the  bed- 
rooms is  another  debatable  point.  The  num- 
ber of  windows,  the  position  of  the  doors, 
the  height  of  the  rooms,  and  the  distance 
from  the  street  or  road  are  all  matters  for 
consideration. 


I For  the  sake  qf  argument,  let  us  take 
1 the  usual  house  of  two  living  rooms  and 
I three  bedrooms,  and  see  what  we  can  evolve. 
If  our  other  correspondents  do  not  agree, 
let  us  have  a housing  correspondence  in  the 
“ News,”  so  that  the  views  of  our  women 
may  bo  compared. 

Houses  of  two  storeys  are  cheaper  to  build 
than  those  on  one  floor, 
so  that  to  begin  with  one 
will  have  to  consider  that 
the  bedrooms  are  all  up- 
stairs, unless  land  is 
cheap,  of  course,  and  the 
liouso  is  in  the  country, 
when  the  bungalow  type 
is  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, as  it  saves  many 
weary  journeys  upstairs 
for  th<^  mother.  Those 
stairs  must  be  thought 
about.  They  should  not 
be  too  steep,  but  should 
be  easy  to  mount,  with- 
out any  round  turning 
places.  There  should  be 
a firm  handrail,  and  a landing  at  tup.  The 
bathroom  is  preferable  upstairs,  though  in 
mining  areas  it  may  be  found  more  con- 
venient downstairs ; but  no  new  house  should 
be  built  without  the  bath-room.  The  bed- 
rooms should  be  each  large  enough  to  take 
a double  bed  or  two  single  ones,  and  the 
windows  and  doors  should  bo  so  arranged 
that  the  beds  would  be  out  of  any  draught. 
The  windows  should  be  casements,  on  hinges 
that  make  it  easy  to  got  at  them  ter  clean, 
and  each  room  should  have  a fireplace.  A 
linen  cupboard  in  the  bath-room,  and  built- 
in  cupboards  or  ward  lobes  in  tl\e  bedrooms, 
add  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  house.  These 
requirements  may  sound  ideal  to  some  of 
our  women,  crowded  with  their  families  into 
two  badly-ventilated  bedrooms ; but  we  must 
ask  for  better  conditions  if  we  want  healthy 
children,  and  it  is  impossible  to  be  healthy 
when  one-third  of  one’s  life  is  spent  in  a 
vitiated  atmosphere. 


Mrs.  Violet  Page,  14,  Church-street, 
Derby,  is  now  secretary  of  the  Stenson- 
road  Guild,  Derby. 


SUGGESTED  CHRISTMAS  GIFTS. 


Our  Babp 

j 0* SUNSHINE  STORIES”) 

vault  lo  tc  friends  wilh  your  babies — 
Help  them  I o fraternise  ! 

SWEET  • WHOLESOME 
ARTISTIC. 

; ‘SUNSHINE  STORIES’  ! 

Id.  per  copy. 

(See  notice,  this  u'cck'  * " Pasa,")  • 


HOW  OUR  C.W.S.  AND  YOUR  SOCIETIES  HELP. 


The  little  gift  is  going  to  be  popular  this 
year. 

After  all,  a box  of  handkerchiefs,  a bottle 
of  scent  or  a silk  scarf  always  please.  In 
handkerchiefs — 11  Unitas,”  of  course — one 
gets  perhaps  the  best  value.  A box  of  hand- 
kerchiefs is  an  acceptable  gift,  but  use  dis- 
crimination when  choosing.  A half- 
dozen  box  of  good  quality  handkerchiefs  can 
be  bought  for  about  2s.  6d.  Single 
“ Unitas  ” handkerchiefs  can  be  bought  for 
4d.  each,  and  don’t  forget  when  purchasing 
to  ask  for  particulars  of  the  New  Year  Com- 
petition. Twelve  years  ago  handkerchiefs 
were  unattractive;  to-day  they  reflect  upon 


the  taste  of  the  owner  to  a maiked  degree. 
Plain  silk  handkerchiefs  can  be  bought  from 
your'own  society  for  9d.  each  ; the  “ jazzy  ” 
pattern  is  no  longer  seen.  A gift  for  the 
fastidious  would  be  a box  containing  three 
fine  linen  handkerchiefs  trimmed  with  real 
point  Viennese  lace.  They  retail  about  -is.  (id. 
a box.  The  old.style  nursery  rhyme  ‘‘hankie” 
is  still  seen,  but  more  elaborate  articles  are 
chosen  for  baby  to-day.  They  are  in  soft 
cambric  with  quaint  figures  worked  in  silk 
forming  a border,  and  packed  in  charming 
boxes.  Some  accompany  huge  Christmas 
cards  bearing  a greeting,  “ With  best  wishes 
from  a fairy.” 


An  idea  for  the 
Chris  tm«s  stocking ! 

Bedroom  slippers,  packed 
in  a pretty  box,  which 
make  an  ingenious  toy. 

The  boxes  take  the  form 
of  miniature  houses, 
with  “cut-away” 
figures  and  furniture. 

By  means  of  stencilled 
fairies,  or  characters 
from  a well-known  story, 
the  contents,  prosaic 
felt  slippers,  become  to  a child’s  mind 
wonderful  magic  shoes.  Bought  from  the 
C.W.S. , and  retailed  from  2s.  9d.  upwards, 


these  pretty  little  slippers  in  their  unusual 
container,  should  be  considered  seriously 
by  parents  ns  gifts  for  the  little  people. 


GIFT  BOOKS  FOR  YOUNG 
CO-OPERATORS. 

Raphael  Tuck  and  Sons,  pioneers  of 
children’s  beautiful  literature,  have  a host 
of  “Peter  Pan”  contributors  to  their 
“ Little  PeopW  Annual  ” whose  pens  are 
dipped  in  fairy  ink  when  writing  for  those 
enchanting  books  which  only  Father  Tuck 
can  produce.  No  giants  stalk  the  country, 
nor  do  any  swordts  and  bayonets  flash  in  tins 
charming  “ Annual,”  but  fairies  live  in  fox- 
gloves, and  princesses  in  enchanted  palaces. 
The  unusual  child,  the  typo  parents  fondly 
imagine  will  become  a groat  author,  will 
treasure  a “Father  Tuck”  book.  Tuck’s 
calendars  and  Christmas  cards  are  too  well 
known  to  need  introducing.  They  nro 
' bosen  by  the  discriminate  who  care  only  for 
the  artistic. 

Then  those  who  like  plenty  for  their  money 
will  be  delimited  with  the  “ Chummy  Book,” 
issued  by  those  versatile  publishers, 
Nelson  and  Company.  It  is  not  a 
case  of  quantity  before  quality,  how- 
ever, for  many  tliough  its  pages  bo,  plenty 
of  ingenuity  has  been  displayed  in  the 
quaintly  humorous  sketches  and  the,  beauti- 
fully coloured  illustrations.  If  the  ” Little 
People’s  Annual  ” fascinates  the  imaginative 


child,  “Chummy  Book”  appeals  to  those 
with  a keen  love  of  fun.  Both  books  repre- 
sent the  very  best  of  their  types,  but  parents 
will  consider  their  child's  character  when 
making  a choice. 


GINGER  BISCUITS. 

Mns.  Shbrbuhn,  member  of  the  Warring- 
ton Society’s  management  committee,  sends 
us  the  two  following  economical  and  reliable 
recipes : — 

1 lb.  flour,  4 lb.  sugar  (gran.),  J lb.  mar- 
garine (C.W.S.),  6 oz.  treacle,  1$  teaspoons- 
ful  ground  ginger,  1 small  feaspoontul 
baking  soda.  Melt  the  treacle,  sugar,  and 
margarine  together.  Mix  the  flour,  ginger 
and  soda  together  well.  Make  a hole  in  the 
centre  and  pour  the  liquid  into  it  and  mix. 
Add  a little  warm  milk  to  bring  to  a con- 
sistency to  roll  out.  Cut  into  biscuits  and 
bake.  Cost  of  materials,  Is. 

DIGESTIVE  MINCEMEAT. 

2 lbs.  apples.  1 lb.  currants,  1 lb.  raisins 
(Inrgo  rooking),  J lb.  candied  peel,  1 lb. 
sugar  (gran.),  6 oz.  margarine  (C.W.S.), 
k pint  water.  Method  : Chop  up  the  apples 
and  cut  the  peel,  put  all  together  into  a pan 
and  bring  gently  to  the  boil,  and  simmer  for 
linlf-an-hour,  when  it  is  ready  for  uso  or  for 
storing  in  jars  until  wanted. 


A NORTHERN  GUILD  WEEK. 

A successful  guild  week  was  hold  in  the* 
North-West  - Durham  District  recently. 
I'our  addresses  were  given  by  Mrs. 
hyfe  (Carlisle).  Speaking  at  Lcadgatc  on 
“Loyalty,”  the  speaker  took  “True  aqd 
I'alse  Economy,”  at  Tantobie,  and  pointed 
out  how  the  Government  in  its  economy 
stunts  has  been  guilty  of  greater  waste  and 
extravagance  than  by  any  actual  saving  of 
the  nation’s  wealth.  To  curtail  the  building 
of  sufficient  houses,  to  cut  down  grants  for  a 
better  educational  system  for  tile  children, 
and  to  minimise  health  services  wAs  false 
economy.  True  economy  lay  not  in  with- 
holding money,  but  in  wise  speuding.  To 
cease  spending  such  vast  sums  yearly  on 
armaments,  to  cease  paying  large  pensions 
to  those  who  had  already  benefited  by  large 
salaries  at  the  expense  of  the  people  was 
economy  that  was  required. 

At  the  Stanley  Guild  Airs.  Fyfe  took  the 
“ Women’s  International,”  outlining  its 
aims  and  purposes.  A strong  “ Women’s 
International  ” would  prove  a decided 
hindrance  to  war. 


An  anniversary  social  was  recently  held 
by  the  Burton  Women's  Guild.  Mrs. 
Andrews  (Central  Committee)  spoke  on 
“ The  National  Trade  Campaign.”  Over 
eighty  members  were  present.  A sketch, 
entitled  “ Slightly  Mixed,”  was  given,  in 
which  Mesdames  Freer,  Ind,  A,  H.  anti  H. 
Turner,  and  Power  took  part. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Peuarth  Guild 
about  400  attended  a meeting  recently, 
when  addresses  by  Mrs.  H.  L.  Warren  and 
Mr.  C.  Darch  were  interspersed  with 
musical  items.  Mrs.  Warren  stressed  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  C.W.S.  pro- 
duetmns,  and  illustrated  her  address  by  a 
description  of  visits  paid  to  C.W.S.  factories. 


NEWS  from  far  and  near. 

The  Barry  Guilds  had  a very  successful 
coming-of-age  social  recently.  Mrs.  Taylor 
(sectional  (secretary)  spoke  briefly  on  the 
object  of  the  united  gathering  and  also  of 
the  uphill  fight  since  the  first  branch — 
Barry  Dock — was  opened  twenty-one  year? 
ago. 

The  Mid-Durham  district  conference  was 
recently  held  nt  Ushaw  Moor.  .Mrs.  Forbes 
(Hunwick)  spoke  on  “ The  Workers’  Press.” 
Mesdames  Ferguson,  Fleetham,  Gibbins,  aud 
Miller  took  part  in  the  discussion.  Mrs. 
Rees  (branch  secretary)  welcomed  the 
delegates. 

A concert  and  supper  took  place  recently 
in  connection  with  the  North  S-uun  Guild, 
to  wish  Mrs.  Carruthers  (the  first  treasurer) 
success  in  her  future  home  in  Australia. 
The  concert  was  arranged  by  Mr.  P.  Hall. 
The  president  (Mrs.  Hall)  presented  Mrs*, 
Carruthers,  on  behalf  of  the  members, 
with  a gold  brooch. 

“The  Guild:  Its  Organisation  and  Possi- 
bilities,” was  the  subject  discu-,<\l  at  a 
recent  IJjicoln  District  Conference,  held  nt 
Lincoln,  when  Airs.  Andrews  (C'.C.)  was  the 
■speaker.  After  referring  to  ihe  formation 
of  the  Guild,  Mrs.  Andrews  tsked  that  the 
spirit  of  loyalty  be  observed,  so  that  the 
privileges,  won  with  so  much  difficulty  in  the 
past,  might  still  be  retained.  Although, 
dividend  was  not  the  only  thing  the  co- 
operative movement  stood  for,  this  should 
not  be  belittled,  and  was  quite  legitimate 
after  all  other  expenses  had  been  met. 
Mis.  Adamson  (Lincoln  management 
committee)  < also  pleaded  fur  increased 
loyalty,  as  overhead  charges  were  still  being 
made  in  spite  of  people  having  less  to  spend. 
Air.  Beck  (education  committee)  wanted  to 
see  the  sales  of  co-operative  literature  in- 
creased, as  a means  of  imbuing  member? 
with  the  true  co-operative  spirit,  and  advo- 
cated their  sale  by  boys  in  the  streets. 
Airs.  Harris  (district  president)  occupied  tint 
chair. 


Good  Health 


is  knocking  at 
5^ou r 2)oor 

To  tell  you  all  about 
Digestive  Tea  Tips. 

The  Tea  for  the 
Dyspeptic  as  well  as 
for  the  Robust. 

□ 

Slich  in  Flavour. 
Economical  in  ISsc, 
mo  Harmful  ®annin. 


ID.  per 

f quarter 

lb. 


c.w.s.  Digestive 
tea  Tips. 


— ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORE. 
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THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


MEDICAL  REPLIES. 

JConRrsro\riRN!3  are.  requested  to  writ*  In  Ink.  on 
on?  tide  of  the  paper,  distinctly  nnd  briefly.  Mating 
*gp,  box,  occupation,  ..lid  symptom:,  using  distinctive 
*•  noms-de-pUnno " or  initials,  but  olso  giving  real 
comes  ami  addresses  as  proof  of  good  lollli.  No  acute 
conditions  or  cases  requiring  to  be  seen  can  be  con- 
sidered. Address.  " The  Doctor,"  " Co  operative  News,  - 
Long  Uillgute.  Manchester.! 

“ Bilstox.” — Try  “ Iodex,”  nnd  give  tho 
foot  as  much  vest  as  possible. 

“ Electric.  ’— I have  no  faith  in  so- 
chIIcnI  ehetric  belts,  the  alleged  ‘‘  « »res  ” 
following  their  use  being  very  doubtfully 
due  to  them,  and  many  of  them  arc  found 
to  be  compost'd  of  nieces  of  tin  encased  m 
flannel,  from  which  no  electric  current 
whatever  is  emitted. 

“ M.  L.  B.” — You  should  get  the  urine 
examined  for  sugar  and  albumen,  and  take 
tli©  following  medicine  : —Tincture  of  hyosey- 
umus,  2 drachms;  liquor  pptassit*,  1 drachm; 
tincture  of  nux  vomica,  2 drachms;  emulsion 
of  chloroform  to  8 ounces.  One  tablespoon- 
lui  three  times  a day. 

“ Countjiy  Girl.” — Try  the  continuous 
application  of  boracic  and  zinc  ointment, 
and  take  this  mixture : —Bicarbonate  of 
soda.  2 drachms;  carbonate  of  magnesia,  1 
drachm ; powdered  Turkey  rhubarb,  l 
drachm;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms; 
infusion  of  gentian  to  8 ounces.  'One  table- 
spconful  three  times  q day. 

Hoa.ksk.vkss  (“  Jerry  ”)- — The  only  way  to 
treat  your  hoarseness  is  not  by  taking  any 
kind  of  voice  pastilles,  but  by  preventing 
its  cause,  which  is  congestion  or  inflamma- 
tion of  the  vocal  cords,  the  result  of  over- 
use; and  the  only  way  to  prevent  this  is  to 
take  a long  rest  from  work  which  necessi- 
tates the  over-use  of  your  voice. 

“ Facts." — You  also  say  that  you  admire 
my  “ straight  .replies.”  Here  is  yours:  — 
It  is  impossible  for  any  doctor  to  “ diag- 
nose " such  a case  as  yours  without  seeing 
and  examining  the  patient,  and  as  you 
imply  you  are  now  under  the  care  of  your 
own  doctor,  all  I can  say  is  to  stick  to  him 
and  keep  on  with  his  treatment. 

Sebaceous  Cysts  (“See-See”). — There 
h i i special  prevention  of  these  beyond 
the  soft  soap  cleanliness  and  massage  of 
the  scalp  twice  a week,  as  already,  recom- 
mended by*  your  own  doctor,  and  no  cure 
other  than  by  operation'  It  is  good  to 
know  that  you  have  “ read  our  Medical 
Column  d’lring  the  last  few  years  with 
great  iuterest  and  profit.” 

“ Hopeful.” — There  is  no  need  for  you 
to  be  anxious;  the  condition  is  quite 
common  at  your  age.  l^ead  a clean  lffe, 
avoid  stimulants  and  tobacco,  take  little  or 
no  meat,  condiments,  or  stimulating  diet, 
with  plenty  of  out-of-doors  exercise.  I 
trust  you  will  find  this  to  be  the  “ encour- 
aging and  effective  reply  ” you  <!<>>ire. 
.Glad  to  know  that  you  find  our  Medical 
Column  “ very  interesting  and  helpful.” 

? Stricture.  of  the  2Esopdagus  (“  Ob- 
struction ”). — Your  symptoms  point  to 
obstruction  of  the  {esophagus- -alias  the  gul- 
let— and  the  only  way  to  diagnose  this  with 
comparative  accuracy  would  he  to  get  the 
part  X-rayed,  and  afterwards  treated*  by 
local  delntntion  by  a competent  surgeon. 
Its  fifteen  years’  duration  is  against  Ms 
being  malignant;  but  your  age — sixty  years 
— is  not  in  your  favour.  On  the  whole,  I 
think  you  should  submit  yourself  to  a good 
hospital  surgeon. 

“ Rex.” — Your  “ atonic  and  dilated 
stomach  ” is  the  cause  of  vour  trouble,  with 
its  pain  under  the  heart'  palpitation,  and 
eructation  of  food,  as  well  as  your  depres- 
sion of  spirits.  Your  recovery  will  be  a ques- 
tion of  rest  from  the  heavy  work  of  a miner 
for  a time,  with  careful  and  proper  dieting 
nnd  gentle  out-of-doors  exercise;  and  this 
your  panel  doctor  is  the  proper  person  to 
advise  and  to  superintend ; and  with  this, 
at  your  age— twenty-three  years— you  should 
recover,  in  tim£.  See  my  reply  to  “ H.  B.” 

“ E.  N.  C.”— Constipation  is  the  cause  of 
.vour  trouble,  which  will  never  he  cured  Vv 
your  habit  of  taking  so  much  “ aperient  ” 
medicine  as  you  say  yon  are.  The  more  you 
take  the  more  will  you  heed,  and  the  worse 
will  you  he;  and  the  sooner  you  give  it  all 
up  and  resort  to  proper  diet,  the  better, 
such  as  brown  bread,  oatmeal  porridge  and 
milk,  oatcakes,  “ parkin,”  fresh  fruits, 
prunes,  green  vegetables,  with  frequent 
massage  of  the  abdomen,  and  plenty  of  out- 
of-doors  exercise,  and  plenty  of  water 
between  meals. 

• Cystitis  (“  Daylight  ”).— Seeing  that  the 
cystitis  hag  continued  for'  about  four  years, 
aijd  the  patient  lias  been  under  medical 
treatment 'tin  ring  that  time.  1 presumo  you 
know  upon  what  general  principles  the  com- 
plaint should  Lc  treated,  and  that  there  is 
no  real  medicinal  “cure”  for  it,  that  being 
efteefced  mainly  by  .diet  and  time.  The  re-, 
quest  Of  so  many  correspondents  for  a 
“ cure  ” lor  some  specified  complaint  is  the 
result  of  ignorance  of  the -real  nature  of 
disease  and  of  l lie  action  of  medicines. 
Disease  is  not  a thing  which  enters  the  body 
and  has  to  be  dislodged  and  expelled  by  a 
certain  medicine;  hut  it  is  simply  a condi- 
tmn  of  the  body,  or  a certain  part  of  it, 
winch  for  thb  time  being  is  out  of  order; 
and  just  as  wo  speak  of  credit  and  dis- 
credit, comfort  and  dis-comfort,  order  and 
disorder,  so  wo  speak  qf  ease,  or  health 
and  dis-easc,  or  not-healfeli ; and  the  re- 
cover}’ of  the  dis-eased  or  dis-orderfed  body 
is  less  a matter  of  taking  some  sort  of  medi- 
cine than  of  living  a healthy  mode  of  life 
Many  thanks  for  your  good  opinion  of  our 
Medical  Column. 


BEST  OF  THE  BUNCH. 

SHEFFIELD  AND  ECCLESALL'S 

NEW  PREMISES. 

ERECTED  BY  SOCIETY’S 

WORKS  DEPARTMENT. 


Tub  city  of  steel  is  again  in  the  limelight. 
One  of  the  many  transformations  lor  which 
tin  co-operative  movement  is  regularly  re- 
sponsible has  taken  place  in  Langsett-road, 
in  the  area  which  returned  a Co-operative 
lepreseiftutive  (Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander)  to 
l'arliument  at  the  recent  General  Election. 
The  members  of  the  Sheffield  alul  Ecclesall 
Society,  who  have  been  doing  their  shopping 
at  a small  rented  shop  under  conditions 
which  were  far  from  comfortable,  have  now 
been  provided  with  a splendid  new  branch 
which  puts  every  shop  in  the  district  into 
the  shade.  Tho  most  pleasing  feature  about 
the  new  building  is  that  it  lias  been  erected 
and  fitted  throughout  by  the  society's  own 
works  department,  under  the  charge  of  Mr. 
A.  May  (manager),  and  it  is  the  first  branch 
for  which  the  department  has  been  wholly 
responsible. 

It  comprises  a large,  double-windowed 
shop  for  the  sale  of  provisions,  grocery,  and 
confectionery,  and  a butchery  shop,  in  the 
grocery  department  the  sale  of  provisions 
is  confined-to  one  counter,  while  at  the  other 
side  groceries  and  confectionery  are  served. 
At  the  end  is  a small  counter  for  orders. 
Tho  whole  department  has  an  exceptionally 
nice  appearance,  a pretty  l'rieze  adding 
greatly  to  the  artistic  effect  produced  by  the 
oak  wall  fittings.  Utility  lias  been  the  chief 
consideration  of  Mr.  May  and  the  architect 
(Mr.  Paterson),  and  in  this  they  have  been 
guided  by  the  expert  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Knowles  (grocery  manager). 

There  is  a flour  room  behind  and  also  a 
small  office  for  the  manager  of  the  branch. 
Below  are  spacious  cellars  for  storage,  and 
the  floor  above  the  shop  also  provides  stor- 
age room,  as  well  as  a mess  room  for  the 
employees.  The  butcher's  shop  is  lined 
from  floor  to  ceiling  with  white  glazed 
bricks. 

President's  Compliments. 

The  president  (Mr.  A.  Laing),  who  per- 
formed the  formal  opening  ceremony  on 
Saturday,  said  it  was  the  best  branch  the 
society  possessed*,  and  he  was  proud  to  have 
the  honour  of  declaring  the  buildings  open 
because  they  had  been  ere&ed  by  “ our  own 
employees.”  It  was  the  twenty-third  branch 
of  the  Sheffield  and  Ecclesall  Society,  which 
had  27.000  members  ami  a trade  of  over 
£700,000  a year.  That  branch  was  not  the 
limit  of  the  society’s  operations  In  tho  dis- 
trict. The  committee  believed  they  could 
have  a second  central  premises  there,  and 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  support  was  forth- 
coining,  other  facilities  would  bo  provided. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Paterson,  A. It. J. 13. A.  (archi- 
tect), presented  Mr.  Doing  with  a £nld  watch 
ns  a memento  of  the  occasion,  after  which 
Mr.  A.  May  (works  department  manager) 
speke.  Mr.  W.  Buckler  (committee)  acted 
as  the  chairman  for  the  opening  proceed- 
ings. and  he  stated  that  the  trade  in  the 
old  shop  averaged  about  £220  a week,  but 
the  committee  expected  that  figure  to  be 
increased  to  £1,000  in  the  new  premises. 

After  the  president  had  unlocked  the  door, 
a large  number  of  people  passed  through  the 
premises,  which  were  the  subject  of  many 
admiring  comments. 

A very  popular  pork  pie  tea  followed,  and 
in  the  evening  the  Wycliffo  Hall  was  well 
filled  for  a concert -meeting. 


CALENDAR. 


DECEMBER. 

10  S.  Midland  Section  (Leicester  and  Coventry  Dis- 
trict Association.1*). — Joint  Conference, 'in  tho 
Assembly  Rooms,  Lock  hurst  Lane,  Coventry, 
nt  3 p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : " Ei'll- 
cient  Trading  Methods.”  Speaker,  Mr. 
William  Millerehip  (Midland  Sectional 
Board). 

„ North  - Wc-'slern  Educational  Association' 
(Macclesfield  Group).— Conference  in  the 

Co-operative  Hall.  Mill-slr.-ct.  Congleton,  at 
3 p.m.  Subject  for  dismission  : " Education 
in  (lie  Co-operative  Movement."  Addles-,  by 
Mr.  Ellison  (Co-operative  Union). 

•i  ,i  North-Western  Section. — Culderdnlo  District 

Conference,  in  the  Primitive  Methodist  Sun- 

day School,  Mytholmroyd,  at  3 p.m.  Subject 
for  difcuMon  ; " The  Principles  nnd  Pur- 
pose of  t ...operative  Trade.”  Paper  by  Mr. 
T.  W.  Mercer  (Public..  I ions  Department,  Co- 
operative Union), 

„ „ North-Western  Seel  Ion.— South  Yorkshire  Dis- 

trict Coiiu-i-iire,  in.  the  Go-oparntiva 
Rcstauraht,  Barnsley  at  3 p.m.  Subject  for 
discussion  : " The  Work  of  a District  Asso. 

. ciation,  with  Special  Reference  to  iln>  Reconi-, 
mandat  ions  of  the  National  Trade  Commit- 
tee.” Speaker,  Mr.  .F.  Lang  mend  (district 
. secretory).  ' 

,,  Southern  Education  Association, — Conference  in 
the  Assembly  Hall,  SO,  Lcmnn-«tr.-i-t,  London 
R-.  at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  dls-.-u-sion  : 

" Adult.  Education.”  Speaker.  Professor 
Fred  lioll,  M.A.  (Co-operative  Union). 

•>  }<  Women’s  Guild. — Midland  Sectional  Conference, 

in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Evehnnce-street, 

, Derby,  at  2.30  p.m.  Subject  for  diseiosjon  ; 

*’ Housing."  Sp  -ak.  r,  Mrs.  Ilaip  (C.C.). 

.,  ,,  North  Western  Educational  Association  (Dalton 

Gr.nip).— Conference  in  tho  Co-operative 

• Pu-mi.M.s,  Rov.  ireet,  Bolton,  at  3 p.m. 

Subject,  for  discussion:  "Mutual  Aid  in 

Education!"  Pnj>er  by  ,Mr.  S.  Fnirbrothcr* 

,.  „ Northern  Section.— South  Durham  District 

Conference , ill  the  Co-operative  Hull,  Dur- 
ham, nt  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
The  Trade  Onmpnfgg.” 


VACCINATION  does 
and  Is  serioi 
class  of  workers. 


a it. 'gate  si 


- . at  p revci 

is  seriously  dangerous,  especially  to  the  poo 
workers.  Urgo  your  M.P.’s  to  stop  employer 
forcing  it  on  (heir  employees.— Leaflets,  2s.  4d.  pe 
100,  A.  Y.  MAiutiorr,  Sftekvillo-street,  Rending. 


NATIONAL  UNIO'i  0?  PIST.IIB'JTIVE  | 
Si  ALLIES  WOJKERS-Th;  Yf.U.O.  \.W 

“THE  NEIATOAWN’ 


The  “ RhJiUs  " Trad:  Union 
Paper:  Publis'.lsJ  fortnightly 

(on  Satuvdiv*)  Eric;  2J 
hom  branch  saueUriei.  or  3d. 
l>oil  Irca  IfSn  C en  rt>l  OlTica  — 
‘ Oi'klev."  Wilmdow  1<  od. 

Eallo.vficlJ,  M."-'- 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 

AvT'.l J^rAYING  COMMISSION  nfh  red  to  TRAVEL^ 
Aa.  LHItS  working  co-operative  societies  for  tiie  t-aile 
of  MATCHES,  STARCH,  and  HOUSEHOLD  DYES; 
applicants  must  state  trade  references,  district,  and 
articles  working  nt  present. — Reply,  " Manufacturer,” 
c/o  Deacon’s,  V,  Lcadenhnll-strcel,'  Londoiu,  _ 

BAKER.— Wanted,  by  Hie  Scottish  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  Limited,  a qualified  MAN, 
with  practical  experience  and  technical  training,  for 
_){'-gent  Flour  Mills,  Glasgow;  must  he  able  to  conduct 
Txpe-rlineut.s  nnd  act  in  an  advisory  capacity;  stuto 
wages. — Applications  to  be  in  Uie  hands  of  the  Secre- 
t .ii y,  S.C.W.S.  Ltd.,  95,  Morrison-street,  Glasgow,  by 
Wednesday,  December  201b. ^ 

171UKNISHINO  MANAGER,— Wanted,  a thoreuglilj 
. experienced  MAN,  under  general  manager;  go-d 
saiesmun,  stockkeoper,  and  window-dresser  essential. — 
Apply,  with  full  particulars  of  age,  qualifications,  and 
experience,  with  copies  of  testimonials  or  references, 
and  salary  required,  to  General  Manager,  Torquay 
Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Torquay. 

HEAD-RAKER  Required  for  :i  Surrey  Society;  ex- 
perienced in  protection  of  good  bread,  cakes, 
und  smalls ; present  oufjiut  18  sacks  and  £20  smalls.— 
Give  age,  experience,  salary  required,  and  when  dis- 
engaged, and  copies  oi  any  recent  testimonials,  to  Box 
71,  “ Co-operative  News,”  Manchester. 

MORLEY  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED— FURNISHING.  HARDWARE.  CROCK- 
ERY. and  JEWELLERY  DEPARTMENT.— Wanted,  ex- 
perienced FEMALE  ASSISTANT  for  above  department; 
must  be  thoroughly  efficient,  good  saleswoman,  cud 
capable  of  effecting  rales  in  all  the  above-named  sec- 
tions.—Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  and  all 
particulars,  and  endorsed  " Furnishing,”  to  he  for- 
warded^ to  the  Secretary  nnd  General  Manager  at  ouec. 


-jTYATMEAL  MILLER.— Wanted,  by  the  Scottish  Co- 
V/  "|v.-rative  Wholesale  Society  Ltd.,  a thoroughly 
qualified  and  capable  MAN  to  lake  charge  oi  the 
predueiion  of  Oatmeal  and  l’ot  Barley  nt  Junction 
Mills,  Leith;  must  have  a thorough  knowledge  of  the 
manufacture  of  all  grades  of  oatmeal,  oat  flour,  and 
rolled  oats;  capacity  of  mill  about  18  sacks  per  hour; 
state  wages. — Applications  (o  he  in  the  hands  ol  the 
Secretary,  S.C.W.S.  Ltd.,  95,  Morrison-street,  Glasgow, 
by  Wednesday,  December  20th. 

SBE7TT  1 INDUSTRIAL-  CO-OPERAtFyK  SOCIETY 
LTD.— Wasted,  a practical  PORK  BUTCHER; 
must  he  thoroughly  experienced  in  all  kinds  of  made- 
up  goods,  tripie  dressing,  pies,  Ac.,  arid  also  used  to 
counter;  none  hut  experienced  men  need  apply  — 
Applications,  stating  age,  experience,  wages  required, 
end  giving  references,  must  reach  the  Society’s  Office, 
Dale-street,  Osset-t,  not  later  than  Tuesday,  December 

39th,  endorsed  "Pork  Bu teller."' 

ANTED] 


WA 


IMPROVER  to  the  Drapery  Trade;  applicants  not  to 
l«?  over  19  years  of  age,  and  have  laid  at  least  two 
years’  experience  in  the  trade;  wage  os  per  scale. — 
Apply  by  letter  to  the  undersigned,  on  or  before 
December  10th.— John  Suthhiuano,  Secretary. 

WANTEdT- !or~Boot  Department,  MANAGER  nnd 
BUYER, 'for  a turnover  of  about  £23,000  per 
year,  witli  a thorough  knowledge  of  all  kinds  of  re- 
pairs, and  to  take  full  control.— Apply,  stating  oge, 
wages  required,  and  experience,  not  later  than  Wednes- 
day, December  201b,  to  Co-operative  Society,  Lincoln. 

WANTED,  YOUNG  LADY  for  Boot  and  Shoe  De- 
partment; must  bo  smart  saleswoman  and  effi- 
cient stockkeeper.— Applications,  elating  nge,  experi- 
ence, &c.,  to  be  forwarded,  not.  later  than  December 
20th.  to  Committee,  Co-oporativo  Society,  Clotssop, 
"Derbyshire. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Cl  HESTER  FIELD  AND  DISTRICT  COOPERATIVE 
/ SOCIETY.— Male-Voice  Choirs  and  Concert  Parties 
ore  requested  to  send  estimates  and  full  particulars 
for  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL,  to  take  place  in  March—  F. 
Uhoiibs,  45,  Clifton -street,  Clieateirneld. 

Derby  cooperative  societty.— For  sale, 
3-ton  " Garrett  " STEAM  WAGGON ; on  rubber 

IAull  SALE;  Bradley’s  TREADLE  BOOT- REPAI R I NG 
1 SEWING  MACHINE;  oilers  accepted. — Apply, 
Bu.kley  Co-operativo  Society. 


DEVONSHIRE  CLOTTED  CREAM,  the  real  thing, 
famous  tho  world  over.  Delicious  CRF.AM 
CHEESE;  ewnrded  First  Prize.  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  the  Cathedral  .Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  nnd  * Indus- 
trial Society  -Ltd..  110,  Sidwell-street,  Exeter. 

I TOR  VLB  BA  KEIFS  VANS.  2 and  'I  wheelers;  all 
? ready  frr  the  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  HAWKING 
VAN  on  Ford  ” chassis.— Apply,  the  Leicester  Car- 
riage Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited.  Marlow-road, 
Leicester. 

FOR  SALE,  cheap, ” Studebaker  ,rr VAN;  1916-17; 

20  horse-power;  licence  paid;  dynamo  lighting; 
machine  in  fecund  niniiing  order;  nil  tyres  g<xid;  uny 
tilnl.  - -Apply,  Co-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Luries^  * 

173UNERAL  CARS  and  Improved  Light  Class 
HEARSES  and  OOACIIES;  various  designs; 
soniu  sccond-liund;  photos  free.— Cash  or  terms,  John 
MmsTOx’s  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Brudford-strcet, 
Biriningiium. 

HOW  to  cut  PAPER  LETTERS  and  FIC.URKS~tor 
making  attractive  window  displays  and  posters; 
patterns  nnd  method,  2s.  complete,  post,  trtc-— ” l’riino  ” 
(Dept.  15.),  27,  Clarendon-road,  Blackpool. 

Money  easily  earned  by  soiling  rubber 
STAMPS.— Free  particulars  from  Riehford's 
I id.,  St  >w  Hill,  London,  E.O.l.  . 

MOTOR  HEARSE;  saloon;  latest  design  body  for 
three  purposes;  suit  any  chassis;  particulars 
free.—  Marstox’s  Carrlngo  Works  Limited,  Bradford- 
fitreet,  Binning  limn. * 

WANTED,  nil  Co-operatora  when  In  Leeds  to  DINE 
,.t  tho  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operativo  Society’s 
Restaurant. 


WHIST  SCORE  CARDS.— Superior,  modern,  attrac- 
tive; 200,  4:i.  6d. ; 1,000,  14s.,  post  free. — 
Scott’S,  32,  Crown-avenue,  Clydebank;  Glasgow. 


FNTERTAINERS. 


SOUTHERN  COOPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
to  It.  IIibiiriid,  66.  Orent  I’rejcot t-s(reet,  London,  E.l. 

A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

MR.  WILL  CARTER’S  " MERRTE  MIMICS."— 
An  original  show.  Great  success  this  senson. 
lh'flueiuont  guaranteed.  We  cater  for  ull  and  offend 
none.  Christmas  and  New  Year  still  open.  Terms 
moderate;  distance  no  object.— 16,  Warivick-street, 
llulme,  Mancbesfter.  'Phone  1163  Central. 


APARTMENTS. 

SPEND  CHRISTMAS  AT  SCARBOROUGH. 

rINDALL’S  boarding  house,  3.  Blenheim-terrace. 
Siiecial  Ciiristmas  terms  and  fare.  • 


Aw 


Dkcejibeh  16,  1922 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

SSISTANTS.  H iNAGBR^  BUYERS  w7ni>' 

^ HOUSEMEN,  CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORT  KBs' 
Societies  rcqdiri.v  efficient  men  or  « , „ : 

#«*  l-r-ry  di.lributlve  ,S.\S 

.loux  JTi  seu,  Ger  en.!  Sr?cre  ury,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  t.  op  /.sfirtnus,  Warehousemen,  aKR*ci.,c1 
Dlllu  House,  Malet-strcc^.  lyrndon.  W.C.l  kj’ 

AN  <’X|KTN-M-.-.|  I.AIIIL.V  al  d GEMS’  ( I f iTfi  qT* 

to  produce  r ady  made-,  as  wi  ll  n,\esi).,i„  , 

would  like  to  c.-ga;.)  w.ih  a sevietv  wishing 
v«l'P  their  TAILORING-  and  < LOTHING  UK'l'Mn 
MENTpBox_70,  " ( o-^ra.ive  Ncws!‘  M«n®r- 

B-  AfejlS-ScCe,,.  in  any  part  of  England 

Wales  requiring  0]«  ralive  Bakers  of  any  Rrj(u 
are  requested  npplv  to  W Bixrin.n,  Gerernl 
i,.ry,  Amalgamated  .Union  of  0,^„d,vc  li,. k.-r*  o 'j 
Conhet toner  67.  Sydney  street  l-omlm),  SW 

Drapery.— Quniiiv.d  man  is  3t  iibnrtv'  iorA„:.,. 

arpiim  merst  as  MANAGER.  SUPERVISOR  , ■ 

FIRST  HAND.  20  war,'  .'r.ipety  r,-., ...  . . , ’--"r 

SU-Ml-  27.  I'  r-  I-:-. r-s  l,  S .ulhmn,  k n.  ‘ " ' J j8'~ 
/MROCEin  MANAGER  or  GENERAL  MANAGER-^* 
N.X  Society  with  .bail  1.060  niemb'w.s  seeks  (IHNfp 
iii  eastern  counties  early  in  New  Year;  life  exi^ri  neo- 
aged  42;  cxcolli-ng  references,  also  recomnieinlntior.' 
fro;,,  C.W.S..  London ; would  take  up  1M  or  “ 
will,  , .j li|..  hociely. — Box  M.'  "CbJLJH 

News,  Manchester.  ‘ 


TH  6 NEW  PATENT 


i the  ere. 


BALL-VALVE 

VACU  M CLOTHES  WA3HER 

washinr-cLy  boon  ever  invented 
-ll  the  dreai  of  wxshinj  with  it, 
laborious  toil  andbaekrch:.  C!alS;i 
ire  washeJ  in  a quarter  o!  the  ii-n% 

NO  BOILING. 

NO  RUBBING. 

.lade  of  SOLID  COPPER  lo  lag 
LIFETIME.  Price  1 9a.  6d'. 
50.000  Satisfied  Puscuv  .t . 
laisinabli  from  Coapeiaiive  'lorei 
hrojjbout  Great  Brifcin.  Wh-jl-sJ- 
inly  from  C.W.  S.,  Maneheit^, 
Bristol,  and  London. 
BRITISH  VACUUM  WASHSR  C0-,  Dipt.  51,  LIVERPOOL. 


Turog  bread 
appeals  to  all 


Its  delightful  flavour  to  all  tastes,  its 
economy  in  use  to  all  pockets,  and  its 
unique  body  and  bone  - building 
properties  to  all  parents. 

Turog  Flour  is  Jus I as  simple  lo  use  at  ordbi.iry 
xvhitn  flour.  There  are  a doeen  different  things 
you  can  easily  make  til  home,  sue*  as  scones,  tuns, 
ginger  bread,  etc.— your  dealer  will  supply  you  ui th 
Turog  Flour  im  Si-lb.  and  1-lb.  white  cotton  bags. 

Buy  a bag  lo-day. 


No  Meal  is  Complete 
without  TUROG  to  Eat 


SPEND  CHRISTMAS 

AT 

CHEVIN  HALL, 

0TLRY. 


TERMS 


9s.  per  day. 


Applications  for  rooms  lo  be  made  direct 
lo  Mrs.  CLrlt,  Chevin  Hall,  Ollcy,  near 
Leeds. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 


aro  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  is  proved 
by  tho  IuoreasQi  Repeat  Orders  that  are 
coining  lu.  If  you  have  not  got  » 
logo  ),  please  write  for  ono. 

Manufacturers  ami  furnishers  of  AppR- 
ancoe  for  “Excelda"  Check  System, 
that  has  provjd  sucoessful  ai  riarn9ley 

/direjs  ! TINNING  DEP.YSIMENT 


Dbcemheu  16,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


YOU  CAN  NEVER  BREAK 

PROTECT  A LITE 

GAS  GLOBES 


FULL  of 
ENERGY ! 


INCREASES  LIGHT 
SAVES  GAS  MANTLES 

If  your  doilor  cannot  supply  thorn,  order  ilireot  from 


SAFETY  GLOBE  CO., 

“ Pifco"  House,  MANCHESTER. 

ONLY  ONLY 

2/-  Don't  Pay  More  2/6 

EACH  Post  Free. 


H6YIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  it 


If  you 
want 


s 


OLID 

TYLISH 

gsrscPsiLE-»r 

UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


Address:  SPEROPF,  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL.  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Prioe. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  youc  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


Co-operative  Printing  Society 

Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


XX,  Lccles,  oilrnxi,"  a-ilofie;  OhoekSystomi 
lonny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “ SIMPLE Y" 
System ; No  Posting.  Save3  time  Oreatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Monoy. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET.  MANCHESTER 
Branches : Rutherford  Street,  NcwcasUc-ou-Tyno 
Tudor  street,  London,  E.O. 


Jsiepl  Baler  Sops  k Perkins  Ltl. 


FOR  - 


PORTABLE  OVENS 


Bakery  Department  . WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

Ttlcn.hont : 

,,  „ 301  PETERBOROUGH 

Head  Office:  KINCSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON,  W.C.2. 


PIONEERS,  VeTEMOROUGH. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  lesion  Ltd.,  Ellakirjl. 


d ■ b b ■ s b — 1 ode  Reliable  Jiome  ZDyes.  — 

DRUMMER 

DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Storef 

Send  tor  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 


Mailers  of  Gdges  "ZDolly  fBlue”  & "ZD  oily  (Bream” 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALIIION  SI-BEET.  LEEDS. 

tin-plate  department. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


“BEE  HIVE  ’’ 

LIQUID  GRATE  POLISH 

Is  a Great  Polish. 

— Ask  for  it  at  Your  Stores. — 

TRY  IT. 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Sochty  Limited, 

Boo  Hive  Works.  Droyisden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  &’ 
Trade  Unionists 
to  ask  at  tlir-ir  Stores  for 


Ladies’  Tailor-.Aada 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Alakers  in  the 
Alovement. 


“Seif-Help”  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Ooioa  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTrORO  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Works 


WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healey  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Ox  orJ  Shirtia;s,  Grailrelijs,  Flanojtittj, 
Sileiias,  Liaentles,  Lustr.-s,  & Silhetsn  Li&iajt ; 
also  oi  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Olfice  : 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 


CULCI-IETH  HALL 

Country  Holiday  Residence 

Ojien  alt  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  an  1 Warrington;  10  minute]  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway ; 25 
minuter  from  Kenyan  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply 

Mias  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culchoth  Hall, 

Newchurc’a,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Oo-ooemtivs  Society,  Leiqu,  Lancs. 
Telephone  J 11  Loigi. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Society  Ltl,  Park.  Mills, Le>k,  Staffordshire. 

for  Hind  or  vLicaiue  use.  Boot-Olo3ing 
1 wist,  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twist,  &o.  Bladings 
Boot  Loops,  Skict  Belting,  aud  othec  Trl  innings 
Agsats  : Ths  Englisi  anil  Scottish  Wholesale  So:i.-;i-s 


The  Leicester  Oo-oiieralive  Boat 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd, 

Equity  Brand  of  La  lies’  Boots  & Shoes. 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-  ate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Uuioa  Sti  no. 

EQUITY  WORKS,  Wostann  Road, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson’s  M If  Cloths 

caa  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Wosdhouie  H Us,  HiJDflEliiFiEtD. 

Solo  Agents : The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.j 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds. 
Shawls,  Quilts,  &c. 

Can  b:  had  at  CO-OP£RATIV£  STORE!  ONLY 
Plcm:  ash  f >r  lh:a 


“l&ji 


SUTO 

CC.W.S.  SMded  Ssiel) 


for 


Christmas  Fnddhus 
and  Mincemeat. 


®S23 
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^ 6ld 


OrumpsaH  Oream  Craiers 

Are  just  The  Thing. 


DO.' 


THE  QUALITY  LINE. 

Silver  seal 
margarine 


::  ::  Made  from  the  ::  :: 

FINEST  ANIMAL  FATS. 

Specially  refined.  Churned  with 

RICH  CHESHIRE  MILK. 
::  ::  Mixed  with  ::  :: 
BEST  DANISH  BUTTER. 

::  •:  Manufactured  by  ::  :: 

BRITISH  CO-OPERATIVE 
::  ::  LABOUR.  ::  :: 


Better  than  Butter  of  Inferior 
Quality  and  only  Half  the  Price 


tup. 


V>6e  S^ing  of  tfie 
5 Breakfast  Wahle 

IS  ' 


C.W.S.  KIPPER 

l-!b.  Cartons,  Scl. 

e* 

EATEN  & ENJOYED  BY  ALL. 

Managers  of  Stores  should  make  it  easy 
for  their  Members  to  enjoy 

G.W.8.  KIPPERS  m HASDOOKS. 


Stock,  Sell,  and  Smoke  ■ 


C.W.  S.  GOLD  FLAKE 
C.W.S.  NAVY  CUT 

CIGARETTES 


Mind  you  ask  for 

C W S Go!d  FIake 

Navy  Cut 


when  next  at  the  Stores. 


Don’t  take  any  others ; but  say  it 

MUST  BE  C.W.S. 


22"! 


VIKING 

DYES 


COMPRESSED 


COOPERATIVE 
WHOLESALE 
SOCIETY  UP 
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A Capital  Butter  Substitute  i3 

Lactic  Cheese 

From  the 

C.W.S.  Butter  Establishment,  Brislin^ton. 


is.  made  from 
Fresh  Butter  and  Eggs, 
specially  selected  Lemons,  and  other 
choice  ingredients,  and  has  all 
the  flavour  and  aroma  of^  — a " 
the  fresh  fruit. • 


c-w-s 


A^ 


oH 


be  excelled  for 
making  Cheese  Cakes, 
Lemon  Puddings,  etc.,  and 
i used  with  all  kinds  of  cake, 
pastry,  etc.,  by  the  most  experienced 
bakers  and  housewives  in  the  country. 


tEMONCURD 


I4sk  for  ^ at  your  own  Store 


T 


HE  DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT  of  the  CW.S. 

is  csffering  substantial 

PRIZES  FOR  SHORT  ESSAYS 

of  thirty-six  words  descriptive  of  the 

“Unltas”  Ranakerchlcf 

This  handkerchief  is  made  by  the  Scottish  C.W.S.  from 
fabric  woven  at  the  Lancashire  mills  of  the  English  CAV.S., 
and  is  sold  retail  by  co-operative  societies  throughout 

the  country  at : 4 

Ladies’,  4d.  each  (white  ot  printed  bord:r), 
or  3 for  Hid. 

Gents',  small  size  (white),  7ii. 

Gents’,  large  siz.\  lGii-  each  (while  or 
printed  border),  cr  3 for  2s.  6J. 
Gents’,  whit?,  with  embroidered  initial 
Is.  each. 

The  prizes  which  are  offered  consist  of  valuab  e and 
useful  articles  specially  appealing  to  the  ladies,  and  in  all 
cases  are  the  productions  of  C.W.S.  mills.  Essays  are 
specially  invited  from  women  members  of  societiesi 
although  men  are  n : t excluded  from  the  competition.  The 
prizes,  however,  are  such  as  will  appeal  more  particularly 
to  lady  readers  They  include  : — 

©own  Quifte  From  C.W.S.  factories- 
(gSCanikfe  From  tlic  Liu’eboTough  mills. 

©roes  jk»gf§8 
Knitted  (Underwear  Exl 


From  tire  famou^ 
EuJrfastliijh  mil's. 

From  the  CAV.S. 


r\'XP*et  ex  * fc  17,001  th:  Belmont  factory 

(£>tOU0t0  at  Birmingham. 


RULES. 

1 .  — Purchase  a supply  of  " Unitas  ' handkerchiefs  at 

your  store. 

2.  — Write  your  description  of  the  same — not  more  than 

thirty-six  words — and  attach  to  the  essay  two 
“ Unitas  " gummed  labels  from  the  handkerchiefs 
you  have  bought. 

3.  — Add  your  (i.)  name,  (it.)  address,  and  society  of  which 

you  aie  a member. 

4.  — Send  this  to  “ Unitas,"  c/o  C.W  S.  Publicity  Depart- 

ment, Balloon  St.,  Manchester,  as  soon  as  possible 
Final  date  for  receiving-essay*..  January  Sth,  1923. 


PR1ZS3  FOR  CHILDREN. 

A further  competition  is  open  for  children  s efforts,  and 
here  again  useful  and  valuable  prizes  will  be  offered. 
These  will  consist  of  boxes  of  handkerchiefs,  knives, 
purees,  and  other  produetions  of  C.WJS.  Works. 

This  is  open  to  boys  ar.d  girls  who  have  not  yet  passeJ 
their  fifteenth  birthday. 

1.  — Write  ycur  opinion  of'  ike  "Unit**"  hmdkercMcf.  limitioZ  '-t»« 

dcviiptiin  to  36  worth — not  mote.  

2.  — Attach  i vo  gummed  label*  that  ore  on  the  " Umtoi  hsndkerchi- 

3. — Write  you/ (i.l  name,  (it.)  age.  (in  ) adJrcM.  flv.)  aocletv  ol 

your  parent.  «re  m.-.T-hea.  on  the  wroe  sheet  of  pepe,— mdjenJ 
this  to  Unitas  Junior,"  C.W.b.  Publicity  Detriment.  BaHo00 
Slncrl.  Mmcheiicr.  during  December,  \'>2l  F i.»l  date.  January 
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Tll|.;  BEST  NEWS  IS  THE  “ CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS.” 


c.w.s. 

JAM 

- — IS 

THE  JAM 

For  Co-operators. 

Always  ask  fos 
cws.  JAM. 


Industry* 


METAL  BRIGHTENED 

WITH 

PELAW 

METAL 

POLISH 


FROM  THE  C.W.S.  WORKS 
AND  BUYABLE  ONLY 
AT  THE  STORES. 


No.  2991.  No.  191.  New  Series. 


Manchester,  Saturday,  December  23,  1922 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  as  a Newspaper. 


^Prizes 


§ for  Young  Folk  who 
| have  not  passed  their 
% Fifteenth  Birthday 


| are  offered  Jor 
| Essays  of  36 
1 words  on  the 


“Unitas"  | 
Jiandkerefjief  I 


8 


® SEE  PAGE  8. 

9 

9 

®C-©3£©«k®SMMI 


The  PEOPLE’S 

YEAR  BOOK 

1923. 


The  new  edition  of  this 
41  WONDERFUL  YEAR  BOOK," 
as  the  Press  termed  our  last 
edition,  is  now  ready. 

□ 

FINE  ART  ILLUSTRATIONS 

of  Distinguished  Men,  Women, 
Famous  Paintings  of  the  year, 
and  National  and  International 
activities. 

FACTS,  FIGURES,  AND 
PICTURES 

drawn  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
The  greatest  possible  care  has 
been  bestowed  on  the  volume,  in- 
cluding contributions  from  leaders 
of  advanced  thought  ju  Europe. 
(S«e  Page  16.) 


Seasonable  Gifts. 

What  Gift  could  be  more 
suitable  either  for  your 
wife  or  yourself  than  a 

C.I.S.  endowment 
Assurance  Policp? 

which  will  provide  for  the 
**  winter  ” of  old  age. 

There  is  a type  to  meet  every 
need,  and  within  the  means 
of  every  purse. 


Full  particulars  on  application  to  the 

CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE  SOCIETV 

Limited, 

109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester)  59, 
Morrison  Street,  Glasgow  5 and  repre- 
sentatives in  all  co-operative  centres. 


TRADE  UNIONISM  AND 

CO-OPERATION. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXECUTIVES  CONFER. 


TO  BRING  PEACE  ON  EARTH. 


An  interesting  and  successful  conference 
was  held  at  The  Hague  on  the  eve  of  the' 
World  Peace  Congress,  when  the  two  exe- 
cutives of  the  Internationals  of  Co-opera- 
tion and  Trade  Unionism  met  to  consider 
tlie  best  means  of  establishing  an 
“entente”  between  the  twin  movements. 

The  International  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions  was  represented  by  its  president 
(Right  Hon.  J.  H.  Thomas,  M.P.),  Leon 
Jonhaux  (France),  C.  Mertens  (Belgium), 
Th.  Leipart  (Germany),  Edo  Fimmen  and 
J.  Oudegust  (secretaries).  Representing 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance 
were: — Mr.  G.  J.  D.  C.  Goedhart  (presi- 
dent), E.  Poisson  (France),  Victor  Serwy 
(Belgium),  Dr.  A.  Suter  (Switzerland),  and 
H.  J.  May  (secretary). 

The  conference  was  convened  after  nego- 
tiations between  the  two  bodies  following 
the  resolution  by  the  Basle  Congress, 
which,  amongst  other  things,  declared: 

“ That  co-operation  is  essentially  a doctrine 
of  peace,  and  seeks  by  means  of  goodwill 
the  establishment  of  sustained  and  friendly 
relations,  and  by  agreements,  collective 
contracts,  conciliation,  and  arbitration 
the  foundation  of  an  equitable  order  as 
between  co-operation  and  production." 

The  Two  Presidents. 

In  opening  the  conference  Mr.  J.  H. 
Thomas  said  the  world  had  tome  to  realise 
the  necessity  of  international  action.  They 
of  the  trade  unions  had  observed  with 
satisfaction  the  early  efforts  of  the  Co- 
operative Alliance  to  reunite  their  forces 
after  the  world  war,  and  were  gladdened 
by  the  success  which  had  attended  them. 

Coming  to  the  purpose  of  that  confer- 
ence, he  said  they  were  convinced  that 
within  the  limits  of  the  complete  autonomy 
of  the  two  movements  there  was  room  for 
more  unity  of  action.  The  organisations 
of  commerce  found  place  not  only  for  unity 
in  pursuing  capitalistic  ends,  but  beyond 
all  in  international  action.  Much  more 
was  it  necessary  that  the  working-class' 
movements  of  the  world  should  unite  to 
establish  civilisation  of  a truer  basis  than 
the  old  bad  past  which  they  hoped  had 
gone  for  ever. 

Mr.  Goedhart,  on  behalf  of  the  I.C.A., 
declared  the  agreement  of  the  co-operative 
delegates' with  the  generld  tenour  of  the 
president’s  speech.  He  and  his  friends 
were  in  accord  as  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  complete  independence  of  both  move- 
ments. He  had  also  to  add  that  the  Co- 
operative Alliance  was  pledged  to  neutrality 
in  politics  and  religion.  There  would 

therefore  be  no  fear  of  overstepping  the 
bounds  of  their  proposals  for  a real 
“entente”  which,  while  safeguarding  the 
rights  and  special  functions  of  each 
organisation,  would  nevertheless  provide 
them  with  a common  ground  of  action  in 
the  interests  of  both  movements. 

The  President  then  initiated  a general 
discussion  of  the  points  .submitted  by  both 
sides,  whioli  were  as  follows:  — 

Points  Submitted  by  the  I.C.A. 

1.  The  promotion  of  a genuine  “ entente  ” 
for  all  mutual  associated  piyposes. 

2.  The  regular  interchange  of  fraternal 
delegates  at  congresses  and  conferences. 

3.  Joint  propaganda  demonstrating  the 
economic  interdependence  of  both  move- 
ments and  the  need  of  united  and  reci- 
procal action  to  secure  social,  economic, 
and  political  freedom. 

4.  The  promotion  of  “ consumers’  coun- 
cils ” in  every  country  consisting  mainly 
of  representatives  of  the  co-operative  and 
trade  union  movements.  These  councils 
to  exercise  a vigilant  oversight  of  the 
sources  and  methods  of  production  and 
supply  in  the  interests  of  the  consumers. 


5.  The  establishment  of  a joint  com- 
mittee which  would  meet  regularly  to  con- 
sider difficult  problems,  such  as  wages  and 
conditions  of  labour  whether  in  the  case 
of  disputes  or  new  proposals,  also  to 
formulate  policies  on  questions  of  Peace, 
War,  Disarmament,  Free  Trade,  Pro- 
tection, &e. 

6.  Joifot  action  to  secure  direct  repre- 
sentation of  both  movements  on  inter- 
national economic  bodies,  such  as  the  In- 
ternational Labour  Bureau,  the  Economic 
Section  of  the  League  of  Nations,  Ac. 

Points  Submitted  by  the  I.F.T.U. 

7.  To  examine  the  possibility  of  joint 
propaganda  work  for  the  Labour  movement 
in  the  widest  sense  of  the  term  (trade 
unionism,  the  co-operative  movement,  anti- 
war campaign,  Ac.)  bv  means  of  pamphlets 
and  posters  issued  by  the  '0-operative 
movement  and  the  trade  union  movement 
jointly. 

8.  To  examine  the  desirability  and  possi- 
bility of  establishing  an  international  bank 
by  the  co-operative  and  trade  union  move- 
ments jointly. 

He  suggested  that  a sub-committee 
should  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
proposals  in  detail  and  report  to  a future 
meeting. 


Mr.  May  submitted  that  No.  3 and  No. 
7 were  practically  identical,  but  it  was 
agreed  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Trade 
Unions  Federation  to  eliminate  No.  3 and 
retain  No.  7. 

Mr.  Poisson  supported  in  some  detail 
the  propositions  put  forward  by  the  I.C.A., 
and  urged  that  as  there  appeared  to  be 
general  agreement  about  the  principle  of 
the  proposal  to  set  up  a joint  committee 
they  might  also  agree  at  once  to  constitute 
such  a committee  on  the  basis  of  the  two 
executives  which  should  meet  twice  a year. 

Mr.  Fimmen,  for  the  Trade  Union 
Federation,  emphasised  the  necessity  of 
being  clear  as  to  what  we  wanted  to  do, 
and  also  what  it  is  possible  to  do.  Propa- 
ganda for  both  movements  was  the  means 
of  action  lying  ready  to  hand. 

Victor  Serwy  urged  precision  in  aims, 
and  especially  propaganda,  to . induce  trade 
unionists  to  co-operate.  To  this  Mr. 
Fimmen  objected  that  it  wa&  too  narrow , 
as  their  union  to  be  effective  must  have 
advantages  for  both  movements.  He  out- 
lined a form  of  propaganda  through  co- 
operative productions,  and  in  order  to 
reiu-li  a practical  result  he  proposed  that 
the  two  , executives  should  meet  twice  a 
vear,  and  that  a sub-committee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  an  agenda  on  the  basis  of  tlie 
points  before  them. 

Mr.  May  seconded  this  on  behalf  of  the 
Alliance,  and  declared  his  satisfaction  at 

[Continued  at  root  or  next  column.] 


POISON  IN  FOODSTUFFS. 

AN  ASSURANCE  TO 
CO-OPERATORS. 

STRICT  ANALYSIS 

BEFORE  SALE. 

Ax  Richmond,  on  Monday,  the  Home  and 
Colonial  Stores  Ltd.  were  fined  40?.  for  sell- 
ing cocoa  adulterated  with  arsenic;  and 
Messrs.  Rountree  and  Co.  Ltd.,  who  were 
also  ordered  to  pay  fifty  guineas  costs,  were 
fined  £20  for  “aiding  and  abetting”  the 
Home  and  Colonial  Stores. 

The  defence,  briefly,  was  that  the  Home 
and  Colonial  Stores  (which  are  not  ec-opera- 
live  stores)  sold  to  a county  inspector  cocoa 
in  a packet  marked  “ Home  and  Colonial 
pure  cocoa  essence,  highest  grade,  quality 
guaranteed,  absolutely  pure  cocoa.” 
Apparently  the  firm  had  blended  seven  dif- 
ferent cocoas,  and  the  hleiul  was  sold  under 
its  own  labels.  One  of  the  cocoas  was  manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  Rountree,  and  tlieir 
sample  was  found  to  contain  one-tenth  of  a 
grain  of  arsenic  to  the  pound.  Both  firms 
pleaded  guilty. 

It  was  explained  that  the  retailer 
bought  the  cocoa  with  a war- 
ranty from  Messrs.  Rountree,  and  that 
Messrs.  Rountree  when  it  was  reported  to 
them  that  traces  of  arsenic  were  found  in 
some  of  their  cocoa,  analysed  everything,  and 
finally  traced  the  arsenic  to  carbonate  of 
potash  used  to  render  the  cocoa  more  soluble 
and  digestible.  This  potash  had  been  sup- 
plied ~to  them  by  “the  best  people  in  the 
trade,”  whose  explanation,  they  had  not 
received  up  till  Monday. 

The  difficulty  about  these  cases  is  to  fix 
the  original  responsibility.  The  retailers 
would  probably  have  escaped  prosecution  had 
the  cocoa  bought  from  Rountree  with  the 
warranty  been  sold  under  Rowntrce  labels 
in  Rountree  packages  instead  of  being 
blended  with  other  makes  and  sold  under 
their  own  labels.  The  manufacturers  of  the 
cocoa  might  similarly  have  escaped  had  they 
been  able  to  fix  responsibility  upon  the 
people  who  sold  them  the  potash— if  these  ’ 
people  were  within  reach  of  the  English 
courts. 

It  is  well  that  co-operators  should  ha 
assured  as  to  the  quality  of  the  goods  they 
purchase  j for,  as  the  “News”  columns 
nave  indicated,  tlie  Loclt  Maree  poisoning 
tragedy  created  quite  a scare  which  affected 
the  sale  of  potted  meats  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  tlie  [lotted  meat  departments 
of  tlie  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies  suf- 
fered with  tlie  others,  although  the  purity 
of  their  goods  was  never  in  doubt. 

Wholesale  Societies’  Precautions. 

The  prosecutions  on  Moudav  need  give  no 
anxiety  to  co-operators  who  use  Luton 
cocoa.  'Flie  Wholesale  Societies  have  had 
all  their  Luton  cocoas  analysed  by  two  inde- 
pendent analysts,  and  both  report  that 
these  cocoa's  arc  pure  and  free  from  arsenic. 


[Continued  from  preceding  column.]  . 

the  spirit  which  had  animated  the  dis- 
cussion. Their  differences  had  proved  to 
be  infinitesimal  in  comparison  with  their 
points  of  agreement.  Personally  he  saw 
much  greater  opportunity  for  their  union 
than  propaganda,  important  though  that 
was.  Co-operators  were  in  tlie  van  of  the 
quest  for  peace,  their  movemeut  being 
essentially  an  organ  of  peace.  In  this  they 
could  co-operate  at  once,  as  indeed  they 
were  about  to  do  in  the  Congress.  The 
question  of  freedom  of  economic  intercourse 
and  exchange  between  tlie  nations  was 
another  amongst  many  questions  on  which 
they  could  act  together. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously, 
with  the  addition  of  the  agreement  that 
the  sub-committee  should  consist  of  two 
members  from  each  side  to  be  nominated 
bv  the  respective  executives. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  spirit  nf  the 
conference  and  of  the  very  favourable  be- 
ginning of  a relationship  which  may  well 
be  fraught  with  beneficent  and  even  far- 
reaching  results  to  the  working  desses 
generally,  ami  to  the  cause  of  peaceful 
democracy  everywhere.  ^ ^ 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


I -heard  the  bells  on  Christmas  Day, 
Their  old  familiar  carols  play, 

Aiifl  wild  and  sweet, 

The  words  repeat, 

Of  peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to  men. 

— Longimsm.ow. 

The  original  idea  of  carols  had  no  connec- 
tion at  all  with  the  birth  cf  Christ,  or,  for 
that  matter,  with  any  Christian  festival. 

Many  of  on,r  customs,  which  have  been  a 
part  of  Christmas,  are  derived  from  pagan 
folk  lore,  legends,  and  festivals.  Tho 

mistletoe  comes  from  an  ancient  Druid 
observance;  the  burning  of  the  Christmas 
>ule  log  has  been  transmitted  to  us  from  the 
Scandinavian  ancestors,  and  so  also  the 
Christmas  carol  has  come  down  through  the 
ages. 

There  were  pagan  customs  associated  with 
the  winter  solstice,  the  period  of  the 
Christian  celebration  of  the  Nativity.  The 
Remans  celebrated  the  festival  of  Saturn  in 
their  Saturnalia.  The  Gothic  and  Sa^con 
festival  was  Jul,  or  Jule.  The  early 
Christian  ministers  experienced  the  utmost 
difficulty  in  inducing  their  converts  to 
abstain  from  theca  festivals ; and  so,  to 
combat  pagan  influences,  the  early  Chris- 
tians took  over  many  of  tile  customs  and 
celebrations,  and  infused  into  them  a now 
spirit.  The  people  wanted  song  and 
• revelry ; the  church  recognised  the  need,  but 
changed  the  centre  of  attraction ; the 
wassail  bowl  was  discarded : the  manger 
took  its  place. 

The  earliest  known  carols  that  have  come 
down  to  us  are  a strange  mixture  of  piety 
and  revelry: 

Lordlings  listen  to  our  lay. 

We  have  come  from  far  away, 

To  seek  Christmas. 

In  this  mansion  we  are  told- 
He  his  yearly  feast  doth  hoid, 

’Tis  to-day, 

May  joy  come  from  above, 
lo  all  those  who  Christmas  love. 

One  begiiis  and  continues  in  this  strain 
until : 

lo  English  ale,  and  Gascon  wine 

And  French— doth  Christmas  much  incline 
And  Anjou’s  too. 

and  one  can  imagine  at  the  conclusion,  the 
entire  Saxon  company  rising  like  one  man, 
and  to  the  old  Saxon  toasts  of  ‘ Wesseyl,” 
and  “ Druiicheye,"  tossing  off  their  cups  of 
wine:  English,  French,  “and  Anjou's,  too.” 
The  old-time  Christmas  was  not  a matter 
of  two  or  three  days,  but  extended  from 
December  16i.li  until  February  1st,  or  the 
day  before  Candlemas  Day;  and  further, 
many  of  the  Christmas  carols  of  to-day 
originally,  belonged  to  other  festivals. 

The  oldest  existing  collec  tion  of  Christmas 
cards  was. printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Words  in 
toil,  but  only  one  page  of  this  collection 
has  come  down  to  us.  This  is  now  in  tho 
Bodleian  Library  and  contains  two  cards 
“ The  Carol'  of  Huntinge  ” and  “ Bryngiire 
in  the  Bore’s  Head.”  Sir  Wynkyn  de 
Mordo  is  reputed  to  have  been  the  author 
of  the  carol,  winch  in  simplicity  and  melody 
is  such  a charming  piece  of  ballad  poetry  I 

I saw  three  ships  come  sailing  in, 

On  Christmas  Day ; on  Christmas  Day. 

1 saw  three  ships  come  sailing  in 
On  Christmas  Day  in  the  morning. 
to  quote  only  the  first  stanza. 

The  sinking  of  Christmas  carols  is  not  con- 
fined to  any  locality  in  these  isles.  It  is 
general,  and  the  only  difference  is  in  the 
carols  that  are  sung.  In  the  North  of 
- Lngland  on  Christmas  morning  one  can  still 
hear  the  bands,  of -village  children  singing; 

Ah  wish  ye  a merry  Krismns 
An  a happy  New  Year, 

A pocket  full  o’  money, 

An’  a oellar  full  o’  beer 
A fat  pig  i’  t’oose. 

An’  a oawf  in  coo. 

Maister  an*  mistress  all  d’ye  diaw. 
while  in  the  south, 


Wassail  I Wassail  ! All  over  the  town, 
Our  toast  it  is  white,  our  ale  it  is  brown, 
Our  bowl  is  made  of  a maple  tree, 

be  good  fellows  all.  I drink  to  thee, 
is  still  to  be  heard. 

The  local  carols,  however,  are  fewer 
than  those  sung  generally.  The  Christmas 
Day  has  not  yet  dawned  when  “ Christians, 
Awake,  ’ “ God  Rest  You,  Merry  Gentle- 
men,” “The  First  Nowell,”  and  “Good 
King  Wenceslas,”  to  name  only  a few,  have 
not  yet  been  sung  right  heartily.  ’ The 
waits  of  old  time,  and  the  earollers  of  to- 
day join  issue  with : 

God  rest  you,  merry  gentlemen, 

Let  nothing  you  dismay. 

For  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour 
Was  born  on  this  day. 

To  save  us  all  from  Satan’s  power, 
When  we  were  gone  astray. 

Oh,  tidings  of  comfort  and  joy! 

I' or  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour 
Was  born  on  Christmas  Day. 

The  history  of  bur  carols  can  be  traced 
back  to  ancient  times,  and  there  is  evidence 
of  gradual  evolution,  the  more  material  side 
beiug  gradually  subjected  to  the  central 
idea  of  the  Christ.  A very  large  number  of 
okl  carols  have  been  preserved,  and  one  of 
the  quaintest  and  oldest  may  bo  quoted  in 
part.  It  is  “Tho  Holy  Well.” 

As  it  fell -out  one  May  morning, 

And  upon  oria  bright  holiday, 

Sweet  Jesus  asked  of  his  deal  mother. 

If  he  might  go  out  to  play'. 

Sweet  Jesus  went  down  to  yonder  town, 

As  far  as  Holy  Well, 

And  there *lid  see  as  fine  children 
As  any  tongue  (»n  tell: 

The  children,  however,  refused  to  play  with 
Jesus,  because  they  were  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  nobility,  while  lie  was  born  in 
rt"  stable; 

Me  owe-  to-  the  Franciscan  monks  the 
preservation  of  many  of  the  old  carols.  They 
collected  and  altered  the  o!<Dtfme-ffiTTgs  "f 
revelry,  purging  them  of  their  pagan  atmos- 
phere, and  mating  them  with  Christian 
tunes.  They  also  wrote  many  new  ones, 
particularly  between  the  reigns  of  Henry 
VII.  and  Henry  VIII.  In  time,  however, 
the  carols  again  lost  their  pious  moaning,  so 
much  so  that  Cromwell  attempted  to  put  an 
.end  to  Christian  merrymaking  and  endea- 
voured to  confiscate  the  extant  collections 
'of  songs  and  carols,  which  had  in  his  day. 
become  little  better  than  drinking  songs. 

The  commonest  of  all  our  carols  is  pro- 
bably “Christians,  Awake.”  It  breathes 
iiic  spirit  of  Christmas.  It  is  heard 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
kingdom  of  ours.  It  has  appealed  strongly 
to  English-speaking  people  for  almost  two 
hundred  years.  Its  author  was  a North 
Country  man.  “Christians,  Awake,”  was 
written  by  John  Byrom,  about  1-750,  who  was 
tlio  son  of  a Manchester  merchant.  John 
B.vrom  is  .better  known,  by  the  system  of 
shorthand  he  invented  than  the  beautiful 
carol  he  wrote.  It  was  written  ns  a birthday 
gift  to  his  daughter  Dolly,  for  the  original 
of  the  carol  bears  tho  words  “ Christmas 
Day.  For  Dolly.”  The  words  were  set  to 
music  by  John  Wain  Wright  a native  of 
Stockport,  who  for  many  years  was  organist 
at  Stockport  Parish  Church. 

One  might  quote  many  carols,  and  yet  not 
hit  on  everyone’s  favourite,  hut  for  tender- 
ness and  simplicity  none  is  more  beautiful 
than  that  written  by  gruff  and  grim  Martin 
Luther,  which  is  a fitting  conclusion  to  this 
brief  survey: 

Away  in  a manger,  no  cot  for  a ’bed, 

Jiie  little  Lord  Jesus  lay  down  His  sweet 
head, 

The  stars  in  the  bright  sky  looked  down 
where  He  lay, 

The  little  lord  Jesus  asleep  on  the  hay 
Jbe  cattle  are  lowing,  the  Baby  awakes,’ 

But  little  Lord  Jesus,  no  crying  He  makes. 

1 love  liieo,  Lord  Jesus,  look  down  from  tho 
sky, 

And  stay  by  my  cradle  till  morning  is  nigh. 


JOB’S  CHRISTMAS  HAMPER.  si 

A CHRISTMAS  STORY,  BY  ERNEST  D.  SHEPHERD. 


Bob  Hinton  and  Silas  Martin  were  bosom 
friends,  but  there  was  one  great  difference 
between  them  which  was  emphasised  at 
Christmas  more  than  any  other  time  in  the 
year.  Job  bad  relations,  and  at  Christmas 
he  always  got  a hamper  packed  with  season- 
able tilings  ; Silas  did  not. 

Being  bosom  pals  they  shared  the  hamper, 
-but  sharing  a hamper  is  not  like  having  one 
of  your  own.  It  does  not  give  you  the  feeling 
of  independence,  not  to  mention  munificence. 
That  was  how  Silas  looked  at  it. 

The  week  before  Christmas  it  was  only  to 
be  expected  that  Job’s  thoughts  were  in  the 
not  far  distant  future.  Truth  to  tell,  funds 
were  low,  and  there  was  not  much  prospect 
of  a jollification — the  insignia  of  Christmas 
unless  the  hamper  arrived. 

“ Ah  wonder  what  thear’ll  be  in  it  this 
tahme,”  Job  said  to  his  friend.  “ Thear  sud 
by  summat  a bit  special.  Fowk  can  get 
ommust  owt  they  can  pay  for,  an’  them  i«U 
tions  o’  niahne  is  noan  short  o’  brass.” 

Tho  two  friends  adjourned  to  the  Village 
Inn  to  indulge  their  anticipations. 

Next  morning  the  village  postman  delivered 
to  Job  the  usual  letter  announcing  despatch 
of  the  hamper,  and  at  the  end  was  the  following 
paragraph : — 

We  have  had  to  be  rather  near  with 
you  for  the  past  few  years,  but  the  one 
we  are  now  sending  will  make  up  for  all 
deficiencies. 

Job  chuckled  as  he  read  it.  “ Deficiencies,” 
he  said.  “ Ay,  that'll  be  what  they  owt  to 
ev  putton  in,  but  they  didn’t.” 

Within  a few  minutes  he  was  reading  the 
letter  over  to  Silas. 

Ay,  Silas  said,  11  an’  leaks  ta  what  ah’ve 
gotten  ! ” He,  too,  had  . received  a letter, 
which  stated  that  a hamper  had  been 
despatched  to  him. 

“ Whoa’s  sendin’  thee  a ’amper  ? ” Job 
asked  in  surprise. 

‘ A chap  an  yance  knew,  it  seems.  Ah 
doan't  fairly  ree’lect  t’  name,  but  that’s  nowt; 
if  ah  get  t’amper.” 

In  the  Village  Inn  that  night  it  was  known 
that  both  men  expected  a hamper  for  Christmas. 

“ Yer  nnJn  bring  ’em  ’ere,”,  the  landlord 
suggested.  “ Let’s  mak  a Krismas  dinner 
o’  Krismas-  neet.  Ah’ll  put  summat  tiv  'em, 
an  if  thear’s  onny  geese  or  turkeys  or  owt  o’ 
that  soart,  ye  can  keep  'em  till  later.  Me  an’t 
missis  'ill  see  tiv  owt  o'  that  soart  fert’  good 
o’  t’  oose.  Noo  then.  Job,  what’s  ta  say ; 
an’  thee,  Silas  ? ” 

" Ali’m  agreeable,”  Silas,  said ; and  Job 
had  to  fall  in.  The  company  thereupon  pro- 
claimed them  “ jolly  good  fellows,”  and  Ted 
Carter  stood  drinks  all  round.  Joe,  the 
Tollerby  Station  porter,  was  present,  and 
before  leaving.  Job  whispered  to  him,  “Thoo 
mun  put  ’em  a’  ya  side,  an’  we'll  fetch  ’em 
Krismas  morning.” 

Ay,”  lie  said,  “ All’ll  leak  after  ’em.” 

When  lie  had  gone.  Bob  Carter  also  called 
Joe  to  one  side,  but  it  was  not  known  what 
transpired  between  them.  Anyway,  on  Christ- 
mas morning  there  were  two  hampers  on 
Tollerby  Station  platform,  one  labelled  to 
“ Silfts  Martin  Esq.,”  and  the  other  o “ Mr. 

Job  Hinton  ” ; although  the  evening  before 
only  one  had  arrived  by  the  last  train  “ up,” 
and  that  was  the  one  addressed  to  Job. 

The  two  friends  were  early  risers  that  morn- 
ing, and  on  reaching  the  station  espied  the 
hampers  on  the  platform. 

“ Them’s  ’em,”  Joe  replied.  “ Ye  mun  talc 
a station’s  barrer  apiece,  an’  bring  t’  barrens 
back  afore  ta’morn.” 

“ g°w,”  Job  exclaimed,  as  he  lifted  his 

hamper  on  to  a barrow,  “ this  is  noan  a lect 
’un.  Tak  hod  on  it,  Silas.” 

Noa,  Silas  said,  “ it’s  heavier ’§  maline, 
but  we’d  better  hi  knowin’  what  thear  is  inside 
afore  we  say  owt.” 

“ Ay,  but  thoo  knaws  we  mor’nt  ’oppen  ’em 


awhile  lancet,  an’  then  we  sail  „„  . 
in  em.  !*e  what’ 

The  Village  Inn  was  a good  t,v, 
the  station,  and  on  tho  way  Job  lTTW  ,n>» 
stopping  to  rest.  J to  keep 

, ",Ah  l1  tel1  thee  what  it  is,  Silas  it . 

0 tins  ere  ’nmper’s  owt  ta  goa  be  11, 

relation  o’  mine's  made  up  fcr  t’ 
hawf  It's  a cowd  morning,  but  tbj,","!'1 
mak  m me  sweat.”  ,ob3 

Arrived  at  the  inn  they 
hampers  the  kitchen,  and  adjourned  * 
taproom.  It  was  understood  that,  the  i™'"' 
should  not  bo  opened  until  after  dinner  ^ 
The  landlord  had  tastefully  and  season,^ 
decorated  the  best  room  ; holly  and  mistlfc 
were  luck  on  the  walls,  and  at  sir 
the  villagers  commcnoed  to  arr.ve. 

‘ A Merry  Krismas.”  said  Bob  Ca„ 
who  was  one  ot  the  &ret  arrivals  “ s. 
thee,  Silas." 

Bob  ”hCDk  ^ thenk  ye’  l°  *’  Eame  '»  je, 
“ Es’t  ’ampere  cum  ? ” 
all“,Ay’  lad*  that  theT  ’ev  Bumpm  .a' 

Eventually  all  sat  down  to  dinner,  the  Uni 
lord  at  one  end  of  the  table,  and  his  good  wile 
at  the  other  end. 

“ if00’  **“  hds.  are  ye  ready.  That's  rwt, 

• em  ta  bring  ummat  in  missis.”  And 
at  the  word  a large  dish  containing  a steamin* 
hot  turkey,  and  another  with  a goose  laid  upon 
it,  were  brought  in.  The  landlord  sliarpened 
bis  knife.  “ Noo,  then,  which  on  ye  sei  a 
leg.  Thee,  Silas  ? ” And  he  was  kept  busy 
for  some  time.  Afterwards  a big  blazing 
Christmas  pudding  was  brought  in  aud 
quickly  disposed  of. 

“ ^oo,  ‘t’8  tby  tun.  Job.  Let’s  see  what 
thoo’s  getten  for  us.”  And  Job  struggled 
with  his  hamper  from  the  kitchen.  “ It's  a 
rare  heavy  ’on,”  he  said,  almost  out  of  breath 
with  the  dinner  he  had  had  and  the  exertion 
of  carrying  the  hamper. 

Heavier  an’  t’  better,”  Carter  said.  " If 
thear’s  owt  good  in  it.” 

And  when  Job  opened  the  hamper,  its 
weight  was  easily  explained,  for  it  contained— 
about  half-a- hundred- weight  of  roadstonc ! 
Job  looked  for  a moment  flabbergasted,  and 
then  set  up  a roar. 

'Es  thoo  dean  this,  Silas  ? ’Es  thoo, 
Carter  ? Thear’s  sumbodyr  ’evin’  a lark,  an’ 

all'll  find  oot  whoa  it  is,  an’  ah’ll — ah’ll ” 

“Nay,  it’s  noan  me.  . . . Ner  mo. 

• . . ” Silas  and  Carter  said ; and  the 
latter  added,  “ Ah  knaw  nowt  aboot  thi 
bloomin’  ’amper  ! 1> 

Job  was  about  to  reply  heatedly,  but  the 
landlord  interposed. 

1 Well . well,  Job,  nivver  heed ; thoo’s 
ed  thi  Krismas  dinner  on’t  strength  of  ih_ 
Iiet’s  see  what  Silas  ’es  getten  / " 

Silas  dragged  his  hamper  into  the  room  and 
opened  it.  There  was  a big  fat  goose  at  the 
top,  a bottle  of  “ spiritual  fluid  ” nay,  a bottle 
of  wine,  too,  underneath,  and  a box  of  cigars 
as  well,  in  addition  to  a few  other  things.  Job 
looked  suspiciously  at  the  station  porter,  and  ' 
also  at  Bob  Carter.  He  even  looked  at  tlio 
label  on  Silas’s  hamper,  and,  whatever  be 
thought,  he  said  nothing. 

'*  Bi  gow,”  Silas  exclaimed,  his  eyes  spark- 
ling with  delight.  “ E’s  a rare  'un  is  that  chap 
at  ah  once  knew.  Cum  on,  mi  lads,  cv  a 
drop  o’  summat  ta  mak  it  ICrisniassy  ” : an^ 
tho  box  and  the  bottles  were  passed  freely 
round. 

Job,  in  the  meantime,  looked  fiercely  at 
the  contents  of  his  own  hamper,  and  silently 
cursed  his  relation.  But  Silas  blessed  the 
good  iriond  that  lie  had.  aud  as  be  sat  down 
in  h.s  own  home  next  day  to  carve  h s goose, 
he  remembered  Job.  “ All’ll  tak  I’poor  chap 
a leg  an’  a bit  n*  t’  breast,”  he  said. 

But  Job  unthankfully  received  the  gift* 
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PRESENTATIONS  AT  BALLOON  STREET. 

SURPRISING  ANNOUNCEMENT : RESIGNATION  TENDERED, 


Tn  reflecting  on  the  proceedings  at  The 
Hngno  Peace  Congress  last  week,  the  out- 
standing features  that  emerge  are  the 
isolation  of  the  Russian  delegation,  the 
reniarknble  approximation  to  unanimity  of 
Ftlionglit  <m  general  principles  among  the 
remaining  six  hundred  delegates,  and  the 
decision  that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
the  continued  and  closer  association  of  the 
international  trade  union  movement  with 
all  other  outside  bodies  prepared  to  work 
with  it  in  an  anti-war  educational  campaign. 

It  was  unfortunate  in  some  respects  that 
the  issue  before  the  congress  during  a 
large  part  of  the  time  allotted  for  discussion 
should  have  been  the  relationship  of 
Moscow  to  the  rest  of  the  European  labour 
movement. 

From  one  point  of  view,  however,  it  was 
all  to  the  good  that'  the  issue  should  be 
clearly  stated.  There  can  be  no  illusions 
n0iv  as  to  where  the  respective  parties 
stand,  and  for  the  delegates* *  from  the 
^numerous  peace  societies — the  “ bourgeois  ’’ 
pacifists,  as  the  Moscow  delegates  scorn- 
fully described  them — it  was  something  of 
an  educational  process  to  have  revealed  to 
them  the  currents  and  tendencies  of 
I- thought,  which  have  to  be  reckoned  with  in 
the  international  peace  movement. 

Russia  Against  the  Rest. 

As  tile  resolutions  submitted  on  the 
closing  day  were  prepared  by  four  repre- 
sentative commissions  chosen  by  the  dele- 
gations. and  were  voted  against  only  by 
the  Russians,  it  is  easy  to  indicate  the 
main  differences  between  them  and  the  rest 
of  the  delegations.  The  conditions  which 
the  Russians  declared  to  be  essential  for 
<o-operation  in  a peace  movement  between 
the  Communists  and  the  other  bodies  re- 
presented' in  the  congress  included  the 
repudiation  of  any  form  of  association  with 
“ bourgeois  ” pacifists,  the  formation  of 
an  exclusively  proletarian  committee  of 
action  representing  the  Labour  and  Socialist 
international  bodies  (including  the  Moscow 
internationals)  and  the  International  Co- 
operative Alliance,  a systematic  campaign 
against  the  national  bourgeois  conception 
ot  the  “ defence  of  the  Fatherland,”  the 
exposure  of  ” the  illusion  that  peace  can 
be  established  on  a basis  of  capitalism,” 
the  arming  of  the  workers  against  the 
bourgeois,  the  organisation  by  legal  or 
illegal  means  of  peace  propaganda  in  the 
armies,  and  the  complete  abandonment  of 
the  Versailles  policy  of  demanding* repara- 
tions in  any  form. 

It  was  not  ascertained  whether  or  not 
the  representatives  of  the  Russian  co-opera- 
tives supported  this  programme.  Those 
«bo  had  travelled  from  Moscow  were  held 


EVERY  GOOSE  HAS  ITS  DAY 


**1*  in  Rerlin  until  the  last  day  of  the  c 
Eress.  and  although  they  then  conferred 
"itji  Messrs,  ltadek,  Losovsky,  and  Rotli- 

*tcin,  they  did  not  themselves  take  part  in 
“*o  discussions. 

Destroy  the  Seeds  of  War. 

y, The  chief  points  in  the  four  main  resolu- 
tions carried  l»v  the  congress  will  show  the 
"id"  gulf  between  the  two  parties.  The 
resolution  of  the  trade  union  commission 
declared  that  the  workers  must  support 
“all  efforts  tending  to  remove  all ‘factors 
which  propagate  the  spirit  of  war.”  It 
Culled  for  disarmament,  collaboration  with 
non-labour  bodies  which  would  conduct 
Propaganda  for  the  idea  of  the  brother- 
hood of  the  peoples,  for  reform  of  eduen- 
*'oii  on  anti-militarist  lines,  and  (for  a 
general  international  strike  to  prevent  any 


threatened  war  as  the  special  mission  of 
the  unions. 

The  resolution  of  the  political  commission, 
in  which  the  Co-operative  Alliance  dele- 
gates were  specially  interested,  demanded 
revision  of  the  Peace  Treaties,  the  trans- 
formation of  the  League  of  Nations  into 
an  all-embracing  society  of  peoples  as  a 
supreme  international  authority  for  the 
peaceful  regulation  of  international,  econo- 
mic, and  political  questions,  and  public 
control  by  the  League  over  production  of 
armaments. 

The  pacifists’  comnmsidn  resolution  de- 
•hired  wholeheartedly  in  favour  of  constant 
•ollnboration  with  the  labour  and  co-opera- 
tive forces  in  the  peace  campaign.  It  sug- 
gested that  all  organisations  which  are 
working  for  pence  should  meet  more  fre- 
quently, and  that  they  should  co-ordinate 
their  .efforts  through  an  institution  (inde- 
pendent of  any  Government  connections), 
with  which  the  International  Federation  of 
Trade  Unions  could  establish  relations  at 
any  time.  The  resolution  also  asked  the 
Federation  to  invite  members  of  the  legal 
profession  and  intellectual  workers  in 
general  to  associate  themselves  with  the 
pence  movement. 

The  Educational  Remedy. 

The  resolution  of  the  commission  of  edu- 
ction urged  that  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  encourage  the  trade  union, 
political,  and  co-operative  organisation  of 
women  so  that  the  educational  movement 
for  peace  could  be  firmly  established  in  the 
home.  It  demanded  a complete  reform  of 
the  educational  system  in  all  countries,  so 
that  the  teaching  of  history  and  cognate 
subjects  shoidd  no  longer  glumly  war  and 
conquest,  but  should  concentrate  on  the 
history  of  civilisation  and  the  economic  and 
social  development  of  humanity. 

Radek’s  speech  on  the  (losing  day.  when 
the  solid  support  of  the  congress,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Russian  delegation,  for 
these  resolutions  was  evident,  left  no  room 
for  doubt  that  lie  and  his  colleagues 
accepted  the  fact  of  their  isolation.  He 
suggested  that  they  would  continue  their 
own  propaganda  among  the  masses,  and 
that  'lor  the  results  the  labour  leaders  in 
F.urope  would  be  responsible.  Whether 
the  Russian  co-operative  movement  will 
also  remain  isolated  from  the  general 
peace  movement  time  will  show  hut  it 
seems  likely  that  it  will' do  ;o  while  the 
political  separation  lasts. 

The  Co-operative  Part. 

The  situation  thus  revealed  by  the  con- 
gress suggests  the  special  importance  of 
peace  propaganda  to  the  co-operative  move- 
ment, and  I think  this  was  clearly  realised 
by  the  Alliance  delegates  at  The  Hague. 
Whatever'  progress  may  be  made  towards  a 
full  renewal  of  intercourse  with  co-opera- 
tive Russia  in  the  co-operative  movement 
itself,  the  continuance  of  political  contro- 
versies, and  the  underlying  personal  hos- 
tilities must  have  a weakening  effect. 

It  is  a tragic  and  perhaps  unfruitful 
speculation  to  reflect  on  the  progress  that 
might  have  been  made  in  international  co- 
operation but  for  the  war,  and  on  the 
obstacles  left  by  the  war  arid  the  pence 
settlements  in  the  way  of  advance  in  the 
new  Europe,  but  this  reflection,  neverthe- 
less, does  emphasise  the  need  for  all  possible 
effort  to  prevent  the  operation  of  new  dis- 
integrating influences  which  may  come 
from  a future  war. 

That  is  the  chief  justification  for  the 
wholehenrted  support  of  the  co-operative 
movement,  acting  both  nationally  and  in- 
ternationally, in  the  task  of  giving  prac- 
tical effect  of  The  Hague  resolutions,  and 
of  breaking  down  the  barriers  which  tend 
to  separate  the  Russian  movement  and 
workers  from  the  Western  world.  The  day 
may  possibly  come  when  a resort  to  a 
general  strike  effort  is  the  last  desperate 
resource  of  those  who  wish  to  prevent  a 
disastrous  war,  but  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson 
spoke  with  prescience  when  he  said  that  if 
such  a time  ever  came  the  “ war  against 
war  ” would  have  been  lost. 

The  most  penetrating  note  in  The  Hague 
discussions  was  the  supreme  need  for  the 
inculcation  in  :i H_  countries  of  the  idea  of 
the  substitution ‘"of  co-operation  for  com- 
petition aiid  rivalries,  as  the  only  effective 
means  of  preventing  war.  In  what  is 
essentially  the  application  of  its  own  ideal 
to  the  international  ’political  sphere  the 
industrial  co-operative  movement  cannot 
do  less  than  take  fi.  foremost  place. 

Whatever  the  peace  societies  may  do,  the 
policy  which  seems  marked  out  for  the  co- 
operative movement  is  definite  collabora- 
tion with  the  labour  movement  in  its  pence 
campaign.  In  May  next  the  Political 
Labour  International  will  be  reconstituted 
on  a now  basis  of  unity*  by  the  fusion  of 
the  old  Second  International  and  the 
Vienna  Socialist  Union,  This  new  'body 
will  stand  insistently  for  an  international 
pence  policy,  and  it  will  in  (ill  probability 
form  a joint  committee  with  t lie  Trade 
Union  International.  The  association  of 
the  Co-operative  Alliance  with  this  com- 
mittee, i'f  it  should  be  focmed,  would  con- 
solidate the  whole  workers’  movement  for 
international  pence  aims. 


It  is  a happy  coincidence  that  the  jubilee  i 
of  the  C.W.S.  bank  falls  in  the  same  year 
as  Mr.  T.  Goodwin,  its  manager,  completes 
fifty  years’  service  with  the  Wholesale  So- 
ciety. The  bank  came  into  being  on  October 
14th,  1872,  and  had  for  its  first  manager 
Mr.  A.  Greenwood.  The  Fnilsworth  Society 
was  the  first  customer,  and  the  day  after 
the  bank  was  opened  overdrew  its  current 
account.  Mr.  G.  Hnyhurst  made  this  fact 
known  at  a recent  C.W.S.  meeting  in  Man- 
chester, and  the  laughter  which  followed 
lightened  the  atmosphere  considerably. 

When  Mr.  Goodwin  entered  the  service 
of  the  C.W.S.  the  bank  was  only  two  months 
old,  so  it  may  fairly  be  said  that  they  have 
11  grown  in  beauty  side  by  side.”  The 
future  bank  manager  was  assigned  to  the 
invoice  and  statistical  department — a de- 


Mn.  T.  Goodwin 

(Reproduction  of  the  oil  painting.) 


partmenl  which  has  been  the  starting-point 
of  many  men  who  have  made  good  in  the 
C.W.S.'  Mr.  Goodwin  wrestled  with  invoices 
and  statistics  for  a few  years,  and  then  took 
over  the  supervision  of  the  post  department. 
(This  department,  by  the  way,  is  respon- 
sible lor  the  posting  of  over  .5,000  letters 
and  250  parcels  daily).  Subsequently  Mr. 
Goodwin  went  back  to  his  old  department, 
and  became  its  head. 

The  directors,  by  this  time,  had  formed 
u very  high  opinion  of  Mr.  Goodwin’s  ser- 
vices, and  they  showed  it  in  1884,  when  they 
appointed  him  assistant-accountant.  He 
continued  to  fill  this  office  until,  in  1907,  he 
was  given  his  present  position  of  bank  man- 
ager. It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  has 
only  had  two  predecessors;  one  has  been 
mentioned  (Mr.  Greenwood)  and  the  other 
is  Mr.  .1.  Holden. 

Mr.  Goodwin  has  always  taken  a great 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  employees  at  Bal- 
loon-street, as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
he  was  a member  of  the  committee  which 
formed  the  sick  and  burial  club,  the  benevo- 
lent fund,  and  the  employees’  thrift  fund. 
He  is  still  a member  of  the  management 
committees  of  the  two  last-named  associa- 
tions. When  the  old  debating  society  gave 
light  and  leading  to  the  employees,  he 
figured  amongst  those  who  contributed 
papers.  He  also  did  good  work  on  the 
Special  Income  Tax  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Union. 

During  the  war  he  was  appointed  by  the 
C.W.S.  committee  to  give  evidence  before 
‘Royal  Commissions  on  bank  amalgamations, 
decimal  coinage,  and  income  tax. 

The  hank  lias  lTiado  remarkable  progress 
within  recent  years,  and  very  few  societies 
now  do  this  class  of  business  with  outside 
firms.  Current  accounts  in  1918  numbered 
3,100;  to-day  they  are  well  over  10,000. 

The  first  branch  was  opened  at  Leman- 
street,  London,  in  1920,  followed,  in  1921, 
by  a branch  at  Red  Lion-square,  Holborn, 
W.C.  This  second  branch  was  mainly  lor 
trade  unions,  the  number  of  which  (head 
offices  and  branches)  now  doing  business  with 
tlie  C.W.S.  is  7,855.  The  Newcastle  branch 
was  also  opened  in  1921,  whilst  a branch  at 
Bristol  came  into  being  in  August  last. 

Twelve  years  ago  fhe  hank  was  made 
available  for  individual  depositors.  Develop- 
ment bonds  were  issued  in  1919  and  the 
following  year,  and  since  then  there  have 
.been  three’  issues  of  deposit  notes.  In  1919 
societies  were  invited  to  become  agents  for 
the  bank,  and  at  the  present  time  over  700 
societies,  nnd  in  many  cases  their  branchesi 
iire  so  acting  for  th<r  C.W.S.  In  round 
figures  these  receiving  agencies  number 
fifteen  hundred. 

Mr.  Goodwin  is  not  unknown  in  the  pages 
of  the  11  Co-operative  News,"  and  his  con- 
tributions have  always  left  readers  with  an 
Oliver  Twist  appetite.  He  has  also  written 
several  conference  papers  commending  the 
C.W.S.  bank  to  the  notice  of  societies. 


TRIBUTES  OF  COLLEAGUES. 

MR.  GOODWIN’S  MEMORIES  AND 
RESIGNATION. 

A few  of  the  remaining  “ old  guards  ” of 
the  movement  and  a host  of  new  recruits 
assembled  in  the  Mitchell  Hall,  Balloon- 
street,  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  to  give 
substantial  expression  to  the  high  esteem 
they  have  for  Mr.,  Goodwin  in  the  way  of 
a very  pleasing  portrait  in  oils  by  Mr.'  W. 
M.  Wilkinson — the  Manchester,  artist  who 
recently  “ did  ” Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  for 
a similar  occasion.  Mrs.  Goodwin  was 
given  a share  in  the  honours,  a magnificent 
grandfather's  clock  and  a diamond  ring 
falling  to  her  lot.  Mr.  T.  G.  Davies,  the 
deputy  bank  manager,  presided. 

C.W.S.  First  and  Last. 

It  was  the  pleasure  of  the  chairman  to 
speak  oif  the  esteem  for  Mr.  Goodwin  in 
all  departments,  which  resulted  in  some 
seven  hm^lred  subscribers,  although  the 
list  was  practically  limited  to  the  heads 
and  the  seconds  of  the  different  de- 
partments in  Balloon-street  and  at  the 
branches  nnd  depots..  Many  were  the 
apologies  for  inability  to  be  present. 
Speaking  of  a thirteen  years'  close  asso- 
ciation with  Mr.  Goodwin,  lie  could  say 
” his  first  and  last  consideration  has  been 
the  C.W.S.,"  and  than  him  you  would  not 
find  “a  more  faithful,  reliable,  and  con- 
scientious employee.”  It  was  due  to  his 
efforts  that  ” the  bank  department  stands 
to-day  in  such  a strong  financial  position,” 
but  there  were  other  qualifications.  Mr. 
Goodwin  had  always  been  to  the  forefront 
with  schemes  for  the  benefit  of  employees 
— the  sick  fund  and  the  benevolent  fund, 
the  fund  to  assist  soldiers  and  their  depen- 
dants, and  the  greatest  achievement  of  all, 
the  employees’  thrift  fund. 

Sir  Thomas1-  Personal  Note. 

A very  hearty  round  of  applause  greeted 
Sir  Thomas  Brodrick,  the  secretary  and  ac- 
countant, on  his  rising  to  make  the  presen- 
tation. First  he  apologised  for  the  inability 
of  Mr.  George  Thorpe  (chairman  of  the 
C.W.S.)  to  he  present  to  express  his  high 
appreciation  of  the  ability,  integrity,  and 
high  character  of  Mr.  Goodwin.  Sir  Thomas 
remembered  the  advent  of  Mr.  Goodwin  to 
the  C.W.S.  in  1872.  He  was  a bright,  cheer- 
fill  youth,  and  very  shy,  but  by  strict  atten- 
tion to  business  and  his  own  marked  ability 
he  made  sure  anil  steady  progress.  “ No 
man  ever  had  so  good  and  so  able  a lieu- 
tenant as  I have  had  in  Mr.  Goodwin,”  was 
Sir  Thomas’  warm  personal  tribute. 

A roar  of  clapping  burst  forth  on  Mr. 
Goodwin  stepping  forward  to  give  thanks, 
at  the  close  of  which  he  was  moved. 

No  Bank  in  Better  Position. 

“ We  were  never  free  from  bricks  and 
mortac,”  said  the  guest  of  the  afternoon, 
describing  the  growth  and  development  c'f 
the  C.W.S.  ‘’The  bank  had  taken  a full 
share  in  the 'growth,”  Mr.  Goodwin  went 
on,  “ and  during  recent  years  the  increase 
in  current  and  deposit  accounts  has  been 
almost  phenomenal.”  A tribute  to  Mr. 
Davies  and  the  staff  was  paid,  and  then 
he  made  an  announcement  that  came  as  a 
surprise.  It  was  only  natural,  said  he, 
after  Years  of  hard  work,  to  look  forward 
to  enjoying  a period  of  less  responsi- 
bility and  greater  leisure.  "I  myself,” 
ho  proceeded,  ‘‘have  entertained  the  hope 
that  at  no  distant  date  I might  be  able  to 
enter  upon  such  a period.  Events  have 
hastened  its  realisation';  and*  I have  only 
this  week  handed  in  to  the  committee  my 
resignation  as  the  bank  manager.”  To  his 
successor  was  left  “ a live  and  vigorous  de- 
partment, well  organised,  and  whose  condi- 
tion is  absolutely  w uml.  No  other  bank  in 
the  country  is  in  a better  position--in  proof, 
the  bank  investments  put  on  the  market 
would  be  worth  £300,000  more  than  what 
they  stood  for  in  the  books;  and  if  held  till 
maturity,  they  would  realise  considerably 
over  half-a-niillion  more  than  their  book 
value.”  He  concluded  with  all-round  good 
wishes  and  thanks. 

Mr.  (Joodwin  indulged  in  very  interesting 
reminiscences  of  Munches'. or  as  he  found  it 
fiftv  years  ago. 

Sir  Thomas  Brodrick  was  happy  and  grace- 
ful in  his  few  words  in  asking  Mrs.  Goodwin 
to  accept  the  gifts  intended  for  her;  and  in 
acknowledgment,  the  lady  gave  her  own 
triimto  to  her  husband,  whose  help  and 
advice  she  had  enjoyed  for  twenty-five  years. 

It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Goodwin’s 
resignation  as  hank  manager  has  been 
accepted  by  ihe  directors,  and  that  he  is 
to  be  retained  in  a consultative  capacity. 


Tho  Parliamentary  Session,”  by.  Mr. 
Robert  Murray,  M.P.,  has  had  to  be  held 
over. 

Mr.  T.  Meadows,  who  is  nearly  eighty- 
four  Years  old,  attended  the  Kettering 
and  Wellingborough  District  Conference  on 
Saturday,  and  over  the  teacups  made  a few 
remarks  of  a reminiscent  character. 
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The  book  publishers  have  seldom  risen  to 
such  a height  of  worthy  achievement  as  they 
have  done  in  this  year’s  output  of  Christmas 
books.  There  is  no  more  delightful  collection 
of  such  books,  whether  of  the  ‘’Annual  ” 
variety  or  of  general  literature,  than  that 
published  by  Messrs.  Ward,  Lock,  and  Co. 
(Warwick  House,  Salisbury-square,  London). 

Their  “ Wonder  Book  ” series  constitutes  a 
veritable  library  and.  picture-  gallery  for 
children.  The  premier  volume  in  the  series  is 
the  " Wonder  Book  ” itself,  with  its  charming 
cover  depicting  a delightful  little  girl  on  a 
bnekgrouud  of  blue  and  gold.  The  interiors 
of  the  covers  combine  to  make  a most  interest- 
ing panorama  depicting  “ the  Fun  of  the 
Fair,”  and  the  longer  the  reader  looks  at  these 
two  pictures  alone,  the  more  he  or  she  will 
find  amusing  in  them.  Of  the  general  illus- 
trations ill  the  “ Wonder  Book.”  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  say  more — so  well  known  is  the 
series — than  that  they  are  wel  up  to  all  pre- 
vious issues  of  the  “ Wonder  Book.”  There 
are  twelve  coloured  plates,  and  Hundreds  of 
other  pictures,  all  interesting  and  beautiful, 
but  no  more  'charming  pictures  could  be 
imagined  than  the  coloured  plates — **  The 
Fairy  Lantern,”  by  Grace  Jones,  and  "A  River- 
side Party,”  by  Percy  Tarrant.  The  literary 
contents  of  the  book  are  splendid  and  varied. 
There  are  funny  stories,  pretty  poetry,  animal 
s'.ories,  and  any  amount  of  fairy  stories  which 
the  youngsters,  and  many  of  their  grown-up 
friends,  will  read  with  delight.  But  the 
” Wonder  Book  ” series  contains  eleven 
volumes,  all  got  up  in  the  same  exquisite  style, 
with  from  twelve  to  sixteen  coloured  plates, 
and  in  some  eases  more  than  .100  illustrations 
contained  in  the  240-page  volume.  There  are 
the  “ Wonder  Books  ” of  railways,  of  soldiers, 
of  aircraft,  of  " Why  and  What,”  of  animals, 
of  ships  of  the  navy,  of  empire,  of  children, 
r.nd  most  amazing  of  all,  the  " Wonder  Book 
of  Wonders.”  Nothing  could  be  more  useful 
to  a boy  or  girl  than  this  splendid  volume  of 
the  wonders  of  the  world,  of  the  land,  of  the 
air,  of  the  mountain  of  the  sea,  of  the  river. 
All  are  described  and  illustrated.  The  world’s 
wonder  mountain  (Mount  Everest),  divers  at 
work  under  the  sea,  Aurora  Borealis,  mag- 
nificent Indian* Architecture  are  all  among  the 
subjects  to  which  the  whole  page  coloured 
pictures  are  devoted,  and  the  hoy  or  girl  who 
receives  a gift  of  the  ” Wonder  Book  of  Won- 
ders,” and  reads  it — a task  which  they  cannot 
be  prevented  from  carrying  out  once  they  get 
the  book— is  just  the  boy  and  girl  who  will 
take  a high  place  in  his  or  her  school  and  make 
headway  in  the  world.  The  “ Wonder  Books  ” 
arc  sold  at  6s.  net,  and  tliis  is  probably  the 
most  wonder  ul  fact  about  this  wonderful 
series. 

“ Summer  Days  ” is  not  of  the  “ Wonder 
Book”  series  but  it  is  a book  just  as  in- 
teresting. It  is  for  children  of  more  tender 
years  than  the  " Wonder  Book  ” would  please, 
and  its  six  pages  of  coloured  pictures  are 
supplemented  with  numerous  other  illustra- 
tions, to  which  the  young  folks  will  turn  again 
and  again  to  their  own  amusement  and  to  the 
pleasure  of  their  guardians.  The  stories  which 


fill  the  book  arc  charming  little  stories  which 
will  make  life  sweeter  for  tho  happy  little 
recipients  of  the  books.  The  price  of  tho 
publication  is  3s.  6d. 

In  their  general  literature  for  tho  Christmas 
season  of  gifts  Messrs.  Ward,  Lock,  and  Co. 
cater  for  nil  classes.  Charles  Kingsley’s 
“ The  Water  Babies,”  with  which  grown-ups 
are  nearly  all  familiar,  is  published  in  a mag- 
nificent edition.  The  coloured  wrapper  on  the 
hook  is  a masterpiece  of  artistic  decoration. 
There  are  no  fewer  than  forty-eight  whole-page 
coloured  plates,  and  many  of  these,  if  repro- 
duced apart  from  the  hook,  might  well  be 
framed  to  decorate  any  room  in  any  mansion. 


The  cost  of  this  edition  of  ’ 
is  6s. 


The  Water  Babies  " 


There  are  clicape 
and  Co.’s  gift  scries. 


volumes  iu  Ward,  Lock. 
" How  Tom  Made  Good,” 


CHRISTMAS  IN  THE 
YEAR  2,000 


Just  two  thousand  Christina'.  Days  had 
dawned  since  \he  first  Christinas  Eve  heard, 
“ while  shepherds  watched  ” on  the  hills  of 
Judea,  the  message  of  peace  and  goodwill, 
“ which  should  be  to  all  people.”  And  lo, 
at  long  last,  it  seemed  that  that  early  .prophecy 
was  fulfilled ; for  again  Christmas  was  about 
to  dawn  on  a warless  world,  as  it  is  said  to 
have  dono  when  first  the  Carpenter  came  to 
exalt  for  ever  the  poor  and  lowly  of  the  earth. 

Great  battleships  had  been  long  since  turned 
into  peaceful  agents  of  co-operative  commerce  ; 
great  arsenals  into  halls  of  merchandise.  The 
Statue  of  Christ  on  the  Chilian  frontier,  sign 
of  a covenant  of  perpetual  peace  between 
two  neighbouring  states,  had  no\v  its  counter- 
part on  all  the  frontiers  of  the  world. 

In  a Garden  City. 

In  a magnificent  block  of  build  ngs,  occupy- 
ing the  central  site  of  a'  wide,  tree-shaded 


I.  of  the  famous  Fourteen,  you  kiimf-s-, 
began  to  change  all  that.”  8 

How  it  ail  Happened. 

“ I’m  not  as  well  up  in  history  a,  Vou  a,e  1 
old  man— I m better  at  maths,  and  mods.'  3 
(mathematics  and  modern  languages).  Cf,  ‘ j 
fessed  his  friend,  affectionately  linking  hri  a,",'' 
in  the  older  youth’s  as  they  walked  on  throm-h 
the  gaily-lit,  liolly-decked  world  of  - Father 
Christmas.”  ••  Tell  us  all  about  it.  Ifs  M 
good  as  a fairy,  tale  to  hear  how  there  came  to 
be  ‘ No  More  War  ’ and  no  more  slums,  or 
uneducated  people,  or  starving  ‘ out-of-works/ 
Blamed  if  I’ve  got  the  hang  of  how  u Jj 
happened.  Tell  us— you’re  no  end 
that  sort  of  thing.” 


good  at 


THE  BOYS  TRY  TO  MAKE  DAD  FEEL 


THAT  IT'S  CHRISTMAS. 


by  St.  John  Pearce  (4s.  6d.).  is  a public  school 
story  which  the  average  boy  will  devour  right 
to  the  end  of  its  314  pages  ; and  just  to  balance 
matters,  we  may  mention  “Jennifer  J,”  by 
Ethri  Turner  (4s.),  which  will  make  just  as 
powerful  demand  upon  the  time  and  interest 
of  the  average  girl  ns  any  book  we  know. 

Reference  to  gift  books  would  not  be  com- 
plete without  mention  of  “ The  Prince  of 
Wales  Eastern  Book  ” (Hodder  and  Stoughton 
Ltd.,  7s.  Od.).  The  book  is  a beautiful  pictorial 
record  of  the  voyage  of  H.M.S.  “Renown,” 
1921-22 ; and  as  the  proceeds  from  the  sale 
are  to  go  to  St.  Dunstan’s  Hospital  for  Blinded 
Soldiers  and  Sailors,  the  purchaser  is  not  only 
providing  a gift  for  the  recipient  of  the  book, 
but  is  providing  a gift  for  some  of  the  most 
pitiable  victims  of  the  great  war. 

The  Prince's  book  contains  a facsimile 
autograph  letter  from  the  Prince.  It  describes 
the  wonderful  tour  to  India,  via  the  Medi- 
terranean. The  ancient,  palaces  and  monu- 
ments of  India  are  shown  in  photogravure  and 
colour,  and  the  journeys  through  China  and 
Japan  are  full  of  interest  The  narrative  is 
written  by  Sir  Pereival  Phillips ; the  Central 
News  has  given  the  Prince  full  use  of  their 
copyright  photographs  of  the  tour,  and  the 
coloured  plates  are  ’rom  paintings  by  Mr. 

laid  Maxwell.  The  book  is  a charming 
memento  of  a historic  journey  which  throws 
a flood  of  light  on  the  peoples  and  countries  of 
the  East. 


PUSHING  THE  “ NEWS." 

WHAT  A MANCHESTER  SOCIETY 
DOES. 

In  our  last  issue  we  mentioned  how  a 
certain  society  in  the  Manchester  area  took 
active  steps  to  increase  the  circulation  of 
the  “ Co-operative  News."  This  week  we 
hold  out  as  an  example  to  other  societies 
what  the  Manchester  and  Salford,  Birming- 
ham, and  one  or  two  other  societies  do  to 
enlist  new  readers,  in  the  hope  that  others 
will  adopt  u similar  policy  to  push  tho 

News.” 

A circular  letter  is  issued  by  the  Man- 
chester and  Salford  Society  every  week  to 
each  new  member,  with  which  communica- 
tion is  enclosed  a gratuitous  copy  of  that 
week  s “ News.”  The  letter  contains  a rc- 
ereuce  to  the  fact  that  the  “News”  may 
lie  obtained  regularly  at  the  branch  at  which 
the  member  trades  at  a cost  of  one  half- 
penny weekly.  The  reduction  is  made  at 
t he  society’s  expense  in  order  to  encourage 
the  now  member  to  develop  on  interest  in 
co-operative  affairs. 

In  the  past  three  months  as  many  os  1,600 
sucu  ireo  copies  have  been  circulated  to  new 

memhryra 


thoroughfare  in  a Garden  City,  stood  a “ Toy 
Emporium  ” which  offered,  in  one  respect, 
a striking  contrast  to  those  of  the  present  day.' 
There  .were  no  “model  men-of-war,”  or  sub- 
marines, or  aii-craft  of  the  military  kind, 
though  models  of  passenger  ’planes  and  of 
commercial  ships  and  submarines  in  plenty. 
Not  a singlo  box  of  soldiers ; not  even  one 
stray  khaki  warrior;  not  a cannon  or  fort,  in 
all  that  spacious  pageantry  of  Toyland  ! It 
seemed  as  if  all  mementoes  of  war  had  been 
banished  from  the  new  nurseries  as  from  the 
old  battlefields. 

Two  youths,  each  with  intelligent  brow  and 
bright,  eager  cast  of  countenance,  noted  this 
feature  in  the  glittering  display  as  they  paused 
together  to  observe  it  on  their  way  home  from 
their  own  Christmas  Eve  shopping,  done  in 
another  building  of  the  same  palatial  “Co- 
operative Hall.” 

Good  sign  that,”  remarked  the  elder  of 
the  two  to  his  college  chum  (they  were 'both 
university  students  ; the  “ university  ladder  ” 
being  now  raised  from  every  elementary 
school  and  free  to  every  boy  or  girl  who  cared 
to  climb  it).  “ In  the  old.  bad  days  ninety 
years  back,  old  chap,  you  and  I would  both 
have  been  marked  down  a;  sheep  for  the 
slaughter.  Every  baby  boy  not  born  lame  or 
blind,  or  otherwise  unfit,  came  into  the  world 
then  with  a red  mark  on  his  back  ; ‘ food  for 
powder  whenever  a set  of  juggling  old  diplo- 
matists chose  to  set  a spark  to  the  powder 
magazine.  Of  course,  they  did  it  behind  the 
people  s backs.  ‘ Daylight  diplomacy  ’ — Point 


The  Killamarsh  Society  is  still  experLuio; 
ing  some  trouble  owing  to  the  debts  which, 
members  incurred  during  the  miners’  dis- 
pute of  last  year  not  yet  being  pni  I.  The 
committee  threaten  not  to  pay  any  dividend 
to  those  members  wlio  owe'  any  ' 'trike 
debts.” 


Cbe  trappiest  Cime  of  We  year" 


Bel:"Z’n  >'•••£■  dark  tracts  :,f  time 
.1  little  golden  isthmus, 
n'luit  shepherds  heard  the  New  Sone 


chime- 
Atid  that 


Tas  Christ  mas! 


And  still,  in  days  when  Love  and  Peace 
May  seem  a nine  dead  letter, 

T\rliat  day  so  bids  our  discords  cease  & 
n 'hat  time  is  better ? 

When  holly-berries  glow  like  Hope, 

And  fires,  like  Love,  burn  rosy; 
When  mistletoe  gives  Cupid  scope— 
The  young  folk's  posv; 


When,  yy  good  wishes  and  good  deeds, 
Love  s best  of  educators, 

All  are,  in  giving  what  each  needs, 
Co-operators  ; 

II  hen,  through  the  magic  of  the  truth, 
Or  of  the  season,  maybe, 

We  find  the  whole  -world's  hope,  in  sooth 
A Mother  and  Baby; 

\lrlint  One  came,  not  with  pomp  or  pelf 
to  bid  men  live  as  brothers — 

0,[f  w>10  a’fls  rich,  yet  made  Himself 
Poor,  for  all  others;— 


O then  we  sec,  ' twixt  mainlands  dark: 
One  little  shining  isthmus. 

.Love!  with  red  letter  that  day  mark — 

II  hat  day  but  Christmas? 

— S.  Gkrtrudr  Ford. 


CHRISTMAS  EVE 

BY  P.  HOOLE  JACKSON. 

A glowing  fire,  the  circle  of  old  friends, 
With  ever  and  anon  a word  that  wakes 
Old  memories.  Faces  that  bear  the  lines 
Of  age  and  toil,  and  honest  eyes 
Mellowed  by'  thoughts  of  other  eves  like 
this. 

The  spaces  where  friends  are  not 
Who  were,  but  a short  twelve  months,  sat 
before. 

The  laughter  of  the  children  in  the  room 
Beyond,  happy  in  thoughts  of  the  to-mor- 
row ; 

Whispering  of  Father  Christinas,  now 
Rushing  to  greet  the  laden  postman  at 
door. 

Outside — the  bells  and  singers’  voices 
Mingle  in  happy  unison. 

And  ev4ry  human  soul  finds  time  to  spare 
A little  thought  for  others  and  a smile. 
Spirit  of  Christmas,  would  that  you  could  st 
stay 

With  us  through  all  tho  days  of  the 
Year, 


“ Well,  what  we  used  to  spend  on  our  anna, 
ments’  bill,  of  course,  gave  us  the  money  t0 
foot  another  sort  of  bill,  for  all  kinds  of  social 
reform  : housing,  education,  and  great  con* 
structive  works  to  give  the  unemployed  pro. 
ductive  labour— new  harbours  and  fisheries 
new  garden  cities,  afforestation,  and  > , on. 
And  when  the  country  ‘went  co-operative’ 
trade  went  up  by  the  proverbial  leaps  and 
bounds;  and  real  wealth — the  prosperity  of 
the  people— increased  per  ratio.  And  then 
other  countries  began -to  follow  suit  ; and  the 
old,  bad,  mad  world  was  doomed.  It  was  a 
bloodless  revolution;  not  a blow  struck,  nob 
a gun  fired.  The  ‘State  within  the  State’ 
outgrew- the  Slate  and  absorbed  it.  That  was 
all.” 

The  World  Healed. 

“ But  how  did  the  peoples  consent  to  give 
up  their  silly  old  armaments  when  they  were 
so  afraid  of  each  other  ? ” 

“ Oh,  the  League  of  Nations  did  tint.  The 
co-operatives  began  to  see  -what  Int  u national 
Co-operation  could  do  for  th?  world;  and 
that  President  Wilson  had  given  them  the 
machinery  for  it.  They  began  to  in  i-t  ou 
‘calling  in  the  League,’  then,  to  settle  every 
sort  of  dispute ; and  the  English  people 
would  have  Germany  invited  in.  And  the 
German  people  said  ‘ Yes,’  and  made  their 
Government  say  the  same.  Th  • horrid- 
Reparations  bugbear  was  soon  settled  then, 
when  both  sides  could  talk  it  over  round  the 
table  at  Geneva,  till  they  thrashed  out  a fair 
and  square  plan  that  both  could  accept." 

“ And  Ulster  and  the  Irish  Free  State 
settled  their  problem  the  same  way  ' 

“ Yes ; and  so  did  Greece  and  Turkey. 
(Yes,  etfen  Turkey  joined.)  And  America 
came  in,  all  right,  when  she  saw  what  the 
League  was  doing ; and  then — why,  war  was 
dead ! That’s  why  you'll  find  statue ; of 
Woodrow  Wilson  all  over  the  world  — lie  was 
the  great  pioneer  of  International  Co-opciation 
between  Governments.” 

Just  then  they  heard  a youth  whistling 
“Pioneers,  O Pionco's!”  in  the  college 
quadrangle.  And  to  that  sound  they  wished 
each  other  “ A Merry  Christmas.'' 


1K-' 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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A Business  Man's  Notebook. 


By  A.  EMIL  DAVIES,  L.C.C. 
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.j-hc  American  Exchange. 

| a feature  of  the  past  few  weeks  lias  been 
[ flic  rise  in  the  value  of  sterling  in  New  York, 
,vlmli.  translated  into  ordinary  language, 
mc3ns  (],at  the  pound  now  buys  more  dollars 
i ^,1  has  been  the  case  for  a long  time  past. 

’ ijho  exact  equivalent  of  the  gold  sovereign 
'in  America  is  four  dollars  eigl*iy-six  cents; 
hut* our  paper  pound  is  not  worth  as  much  ns 
the  gold  sovereign,  and  a year  or  two  ago  Joss 
than  four  dollars  could  be  got  for  it.  Now 
the  pound  lias  risen  to  something  like  four 
\ fl0Ha is  sixty-five  cents.  In  the  sense  that  we 
have  to  pay  less  in  pounds  for  t he  produce  and 
manufactures  we  import  from  America,  also 
[ for  the  millions  of  dollars  we  have  to  pay  as 
interest  on  our  debt  to  the  American  Govern- 
[ meat,  this  improvement  in  the  exchange  is 
m advantage  to  us;  it  also  lessens  the  ad- 
vantage that  American  tourists,  or  others 
L KCejving  their  income  in  dollars,  enjoy  while 
in  this  country.  But  it  cuts  both  ways,  for 
the  lower  purchasing  power  of  the  pound  gave 
f oar  manufacturers  an  advantage  over  the 
I American  manufacturers,  in  the  same  way  as 
1 the  Belgian,  French,  and  German  inanu- 
r facturers  have  been  able  to  undersell  British 
manufacturers  ; and  as  the  pound  approaches 
ifhe  dollar,  the  American  manufacturers  will 
he  able  to  keep  on  level  terms  with  British 
I-  manufacturers,  not  only  in  foreign  markets 
but  in  our  home  market.  Personally,  I do 
f not  believe  the  value  of  the  pound  as  expressed 
‘ in  American  dollars  will  last,  for  it  is  not 
justified  by  t-lic  balance  of  trade,  the  absurdly 
. high  American  tariff  restricting  still  further 
I our  exports  to  that  country  ; the  rise  in  the 
E value  of  the  pound  in  New  York  is  due,  in 
my  opinion,  to  the  heavy  investments  Anicri- 

!Cans  are  making  in  this  country  and  Europe, 
which  involve  their  buying  pounds  with  dollars 
and  brings  about  a temporary  improvement 
ill  the  exchange,  but  every  such  investment 
carries  with  it  the  liability  on  our  part  to  pay 
t interest-  or  dividends  thereon,  i.e.,  involves  a 
f future  increase  in  the  tribute  we  shall  have 
to  pay  to  America,  and,  consequently,  turns 
•T  the  ultimate  balance  of  payments  still  further 
E against  us.  Both  the  French  and  the  German 
exchanges  have  improved  during  the  week  on 
the  anticipation  that  the  United  .States  may 
[ take  a hand  in  settling  Europe’s  difficulties 
L With  regard  to  reparations. 


Coal  Mine  Investments. 

^ . It  is,  I presume,  not  a coincidence  that  just 
at  a time  when  newspapers  are  talking  of 
prosperity  in  the  coal  trade  (although  the 
mini- is  themselves  have  not  noticed  it  in  their 
wages),  the  public  should  he  invited  to  provide 
r some  millions  of  money  for  the  purchase  of 
- collieries.  It  is  many  years  sinqe  a participa- 
tion in  British  collieries  has  been  offered  to 


the  investing  public,  hut  within  the  lost  fort, 
night  there  have  been  three  such  issues.  First- 
thcre  was  the  Shipley  Collieries  Limited,  a 
Derbyshire  concern,  which  asked  for  £350)000 
in  the  shape  of  6^-  per  cent,  debentures,  and 
£374.000  in  ordinary  shares.  The  prospectus 
discloses  the  fact  that  it  had  been  privately 
owned,  and  that  although  it  had  out-of-dato 
and  inadequate  equipment,  it  had  been  bring- 
ing in  to  its  owner  well  over  £100,000  a year 
profit.  The  second  case  was  the  Old  Silkstone 
Collieries  Limited,  £350,000  of  whose  8 per 
cent,  preference  shares  were  offered  at  par. 
These  collieries  are  situated  near  Barnsley 
(Yorkshire),  near  Leeds,  and  near  Workington  ; 
and  according  to  the  prospectus  the  profits 
during  the  ten  years  ended  March  3 1st,  1922, 
have  averaged  £132,858  on  an  annual  average 
output  of  990.875  tons.  The  third  prospectus 
which  was  published  is  that,  of  S.  Instone  and 
Company  Limited,  the  company  controlling 
the  Askcrn  and  Bedwas  collieries  in  Yorkshire 
and  South  Wales,  having  present  output  of 
800,000  tons  a year.  The  prospectus  shows 
that  the  average  profits  for  the  last  six  years 
amounted  to  £175,000.  I am  afraid  that  not 
many  coal  miners  are  in  a financial  position 
to  share  in  the  prosperity  of  the  collieries  as 
disclosed  by  these  prospectuses. 

A Tea  Shortage? 

In  the  tea  market  people  are  saying  that 
it  is  not  impossible  there  may  be  a shortage 
of  tea  in  April  or  May  next,  and  that  the  big 
rise  that  has  occurred  in  the  price  of  that 
commodity  during  the  past  few  weeks  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  well-informed 
people  who  hold  that  opinion  have  been 
buying  stocks  of  tea.  The  actual  statistics 
do  not  justify  this  belief,  there  being  about 
four  months’  normal  supply  of  tea  in  this 
country,  which  should  he  increased  by  the  end 
of  February  when  the  final  shipments  from 
India  come  in.  After  that  month  the  market 
depends  upon  shipments  from  Ceylon  and  the 
Dutch  East  Indies ; the  former  has  a rather 
poor  crop,  hut  the  Dutch  Indies  are  steadily 
increasing  their  output,  and  many  of  the  estates 
there  are  owned  by  British  companies.  The 
experts  say  that  there  can  be  no  increase  in 
the  tea  output  in  the  immediate  future,  and 
the  question  is  whether  the  sharp  rise  in  prices 
will  or  will  not  check  consumption.  The 
quality  of  a good  deal  of  existing  stocks  is 
poor,  so  that  the  market  considers  there  will 
he  keen  bidding  for  tlio  fresh  shipments 
arriving  within  the  next  few  months.  Opinions 
in  share  markets  are  apt  to  he  dominated  by 
the  interests  of  the  pei-sons  concerned,  hut 
after  making  full  allowance  for  this  factor, 
I must  say  there  seems  little  likelihood  of  tea 
prices  going  down  for  some  time  to  come,  and 
there  is  quite  a possibility  pf  a still  further 
increase. 


A CO-OPERATIVE  TRADE  REVIVAL. 

NATIONAL  ORGANISATION  OF  SOCIETIES  NECESSARY. 


A STEP  TOWARDS  VICTORY. 


It  is  quite  refreshing  to  read  so  many 
irticles  and  reports  recently  bearing  on 
•ffieiency,  trade  revival,  &<•.,  hut  all  seem 

0 avoid  discussing  the  one  thing  which 

nany  believe  could  in  the  best  and  quickest 
vay  bring  about  these  essential  improve- 
ments. . . , , „ 

Why  is  a national  .society  avoided  all 
tlong  the  line?  I see  no  other  way  of 
solving  these  things  nationally  or  other- 
vise.  Take  fixed  prices.  How  can  these 
leconie  possible  nationally,  without  a 
Rational  society,  yet  some  favour  the  one 
ind  deprecate  the  other.  It  is  extraor- 
iinary.  " 

It  is  not  so  much  fixed  prices  as  low 
competitive  prices  which  wo  need  to  enable 
ns  to  draw  more  business,  because  as  some 
societies  can  afford  to  sell  -and  do  sell  nt  a 
less  profit  than  the  C.W.S.  allow,  it  means 
that  many  others  who  sell  at  more  profit 
than  the  C.W.S.  allow  are  bolstering  up 
liigli  prices  which  will  never  help  to  increase 

1 Any  society  which  really  needs  to  sell  at 
n higher  profit  than  that  allowed  by  the 
C.W.S  margin  ought  to  find  someone 
promptly  to  reorganise  its  affairs  or 
feci  ion  sly  consider  going  out  of  business. 

Anv  society  which  is  so  badly  advised 
and  so  isolated  from  business  methods  as 
to  neect  some  of  the  advice  which  our  pub- 
lications are  to-day  obliged  to  give  openly, 
obviously  needs  central  management,  but 
as  there  is  no  organisation  which  can 
Attempt  this  we  go  plodding  slowly  along 


in  the  same  old  way,  calling  conferences, 
issuing  circulars,  writing  articles,  and  sug- 
gesting remedies  for  the  most  elementary 
faults  which  ought  never  to  exist. 

Take  tlio  ease  of  the  recent  circular 
issued  by  the  National  Joint  Committee  on 
" Hints  for  Trade  Development.”  . It  is 
nothing  short  of  a scandal  that  we  should 
proclaim  broadcast  our  .weakness  by 
having  to  publicly  instruct  societies  on 
such  elementary  things  as  “ Don’t  buy  the 
first  premises  offered,”  ” Do  not  develop 
all  the  plans  at  once.”  It  is  pitiful. 

We  must  not  blame  the  Joint  Committee 
which  is  doing  admirable  work,  but  unless 
the  societies  concerned  can  and  do  nbsor’ 
and  put  into  practice  the  best  methods  a 
this  work  is  so  much  waste  effort,  and 
leads  to  nowhere.  Waste  effort  in  the 
movement  is  enormous. 

A national  society,  or  any  modification 
of  it,  that  would  provide  expert  business 
control  is  of  far  more  importance  to-day 
than  for  instance  a capital  redemption 
fund,  which  has  gained  such  a wide  pub- 
licity recently,  whilst  a national  society  is 
seldom  mentioned.  Mass  distribution  can 
he  made  to  command  the  advantage  of  tlio 
highest  efficiency,  which  means  reduced 
cost  of  distribution,  and  in  turn  results 
in  lower  prices. 

At  the  Trades  and  Business  Conference 
iu  1921  I said  that  many  societies  would 
he  caught  napping  when  the  revival  came. 

Continued  at  toot  of  noxt  column. 


IRELAND:  TO-DAY  AND 

TO-MORROW. 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  RECONSTRUCTION. 


INTERVIEW  WITH  FREE  STATE  PRESIDENT. 


BY  OUR  SPECIAL  REPRESENTATIVE. 


President  Cosgrave. 


Photo  : Topical. 

President  Cos- 
grave  was  always 
easily  approachable. 
As  nil  alderman  of 
Dublin,  and  chair- 
man of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the 
Dublin  Corporation 
he  was  the  most 
accessible  of-  men. 

Since  lie  became 
a Minister,  first  of 
Local  Government 
and  more  recently 
of  Finance  and 
President  of  the 
Executive  Council 
of  tlie  Irish  Free 
State,  lie  lias  Rot 
varied  personally,  hut  events  have  made 
access  to  him  somewhat  difficult. 

Interviewing  Under  Difficulties. 

To  reach  the  President  now  is  something  of 
an  adventure.  An  appointment  must  first 
be  made,  and  in  due  time  one  presents  oneself 
al  the  Government  Offices.  The  doors  are 
shut.  One  knocks,  and  the  barrel  cf  a 
revolver  appears  through  a letter  box 
aperture  through  which  one  may  discern  a 
pair  of  eves.  Tile  door  is  opened,  and  one 
is  admitted  into  what  appears  to  he  a strong 
age.  The  guards  being  satisfied  of  Qiie’s 
pacific  intent,  a door  in  the  cage  is  opened, 
and  tlie  waiting-ream  is  reached  in  safety. 
Here  a form  must  he  filled  and  signed,  and 
...  due  course  one  is  conducted  to  the 
piesenee  of  the  Minister  or  official  sought. 
The  barriers  having  been  successfully  sur- 
mounted, I reached  the  President  and 
Minister  of  Finance. 

The  president.” 

President  Cosginve  is  a man  of  about 
forty-five  years  old.  He  is  of  medium 
height,  with  fair  hair  and  a small  moustache. 
His  face,  which  a few  years  ago  was  young 
and  fresh-looking,  is  now  hard  and  lined,  and 
his  eyes  give  an  impression  of  overwork.  He 
is  not  physically  a very  robust  man,  and  the 
strain  of  "this  year  has  marked  itself  strougly 
upon  him.  That  lie  is  courageous,  physically 
and  morally,  none  who  know  him  have  over 
doubted,  and  the  events  of  this  year  haws 
proved  amply  that  lie  is  well  stocked  with 
courage  of  both  kinds.  Of  his  ability  also 
there  need  he  little  doubt.  His  career  as 
Chairman  of  tlie  Dublin  Corporation  Finance 
Committee  will  prove  his  ability  to  any  who 
may  need  proof  other  than  that  he  has 
already  given. 

When  I saw  him  lie  looked  tired  and  worn. 

I felt  I was  adding  a burden  which  was  quite 
unnecessary,  hut  which  having  once 
arranged  I must  make  him  carry.  His 
smile  and  cheery  greeting  .reassured  me,  and 
having  spent  a few  minutes,  probably  more 
precious  to  him  than  to  me,  in  mere  ” con- 
versation,” I threw  my  questions  at  his 
weary  head. 

Damage  to  the  Economic  Fabric. 

To  what  extent.”  I aSked,  ” do  you  con- 
sider the  economic  fabric  cf  the  country  has 
been  injured  by  the  prevalent  unrest?” 

He  parried  as  lie  replied,  ‘‘The  prevailing 
unrest  in  tlie  country  springs  from  both 
economic  and  political  causes.  There  are  no 
standards  by  which  one  can  compute'  or  ap- 
praise the  injury  which  is  being  done  to  the 
industrial  and  commercial  fabric  of  the 
country  by  this  unrest.  The  greatest  injury 
has  been  occasioned  by  the  interruption,  of 
transport  services.  Trade  depression 
throughout  the  world  has  contributed  in  a 
large  measure  to  the  present  stagnation  of 
industrial  enterprise  in  Ireland. ” 

“ Do  you  consider,”  I asked,  ” hat  indus- 
trial and  commercial  credit  has  been 
impaired  or  that  the  National  Credit  has 
been  adversely  affected?” 

“Assuming,”  he  replied,  “that  these 
questions  relate  to  political  condition^  in 
Ireland,  it  is  true  that  recurring  disturbances 
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just  ns  so  manv  were  found  not  ready  when 
the  slump  set  in.  The  large  majority  of 
societies  will  never  rise  above  mediocre 
efficiency  in  revival  times  or  other  times 
without  national  co-ordination  to  give  them 
the  benefit  of  those  essential  things  so 
often  and  so  fruitlessly  advocated,  viz.:  — 

1.  The  best  financial  methods  and 
organisation  known  in  the  movement. 

2.  Mass  buying  if  or  all  societies  by 
specialised  departments. 

3.  Standardised  methods  of  distribution, 
which  includes  all  the  details  of  stocks, 
prices,  advertising,  expenses,  delivery,  &c. 

The  revival  will  be  to  us  a bigger  test 
than  the  slump  unless  we  have  national 
export  business  control.  It  is  tragic  to 
think  that  under  the  name  of  co-operation 
big  progressive  and  powerful  societies  are 
linked  up  nationally  with  weak  struggling 
organisations,  which  we  all  are  powerless 
to  effectively  improve. 

A.  H.  Turner, 

Secretary,  Bnrton-on-Trent  Co-opera- 
tive Society  Ltd. 


implying  political  instability  invariably  react 
on  the  financial  credit  of  affected  areas. 
Without  question  Irish  investors  hesitate  to 
sink  capital  in  fresh  enterprise  at  the 
moment,  whilst  shippers  abroad  are  showing 
a natural  reluctance  to  continue  the  usual 
credits  to  Irish  traders.  Our  National 
Credit,  meaning  thereby  our  standing  in  the 
community  of  nations  !s  affected  detriment- 
ally by  tlie  political  conflicts  that  obtain  at 
tli£  moment.” 

Prospects  of  Reconstruction. 

” What  prospects  are  there  in  your 
opinion  for  reconstruction?” 

” At  the  moment  the  prospects  for  recon- 
struction are  not  at  all  promising.  Stabil- 
ised conditions  of  Government  area  are  a 
necessary  preliminary  ; besides,  there  is  the 
problem  of  falling  revenues  and  increasing 
liabilities  that  presently  confront  the 
Government.” 

“ What  methods  of  reconstruction  do  you 
think,”  I asked.  ”it  might  be  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  apply?” 

“The  establishment  of  order  and  the 
maintenance  of  communications  throughout 
the  country  are  the  first  and  most  essential 
requirements  for  any  reconstruction,” 
President  Cosgrove  said  emphatically,  “and 
if  these  are  satisfactorily  secured,”  lie  con- 
tinued, “the  natural  recuperative  powers  of 
tlie  country  will  accomplish  more  in  the  way 
of  reconstruction  than  any  special  action  cf 
the  State.  As  regards  State  action,  the 
chief  form  which  it  must  take  fer  the  present 
will  he  the  provision  of  compensation  for  the 
material  damage  that  has  been  wrought. 
The  strain  of  making  this  provision,”  he 
continued,  “ will  be  so  great  as  seriously  to 
curtail  the  possibility  of  adopting  ether 
farms  of  useful  Government  action  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  feasible.” 

“ How  loug  do  you  think,”  I asked,  “ it 
would  take  the  country  to  recover?” 

■ The  recovery  of  the  country  economi- 
cally  is  hound  up  with  the  general  eeouemie  - 
conditions  throughout  Europe  and  the 
United  States.”  he  replied.  “ One  cannot 
prophesy  at  this  time  as  to  when  political 
recovery  may  take  place.” 

Ireland  and  Mie  Open  Market. 

In  an  effort,  which  I knew  to  b?  vain,  to 
pin  the  President  to  some  definite  declara- 
tion, I said,  ” In  view  of  the  world  economic 
condition,  what  special  arrangements  may  ho 
necessary  to  place  Irish  goods  advan- 
tageously upon  the  world  market?” 

“ It  will  he  necessary  first  to  ascertain 
what  surplus  commodities  we  have  for 
export  and  as  to  the  best  markets  in  which 
to  dispose  of  these  surplus  products  The 
question  of  the  making  of  financial  and  other 
arrangements  would  follow  therefrom,  ho 
added . 

The  Financial  Strain. 

I then  came  to  the  main  question  which  I 
had  to  put.  “Is  it  possible.  1 asked. 

.<  that  Irish  finances  cun  stand  a prolonged 

Stl“Thc  main  fact  in  Irish  finance  at  the 
moment  is  that  the  expend, Jure  o the 
Government  is  e-tnnated  tor  the  current 
financial  'ear  to  exceed  considerably 
the  available  revenue,  he  replied. 
Continuing,  he  said  "Tins  ra 
to  tile  lioavv  liabilities  involved  m 
maintaining  the  army  and  provn  Pig  com- 
pensation for  the  destruction  uhich  I. 
taken  place  in  the  country.  11  disorder  m 
tire  country  does  not  cease  and  business 
revive  the  revenue  must  fall,  and  it  destruc- 
tion continues  the  (barge  for  compensation 
which  is  already  serious,  may  result  in  the 
creation  of  a heavy  debt  which  might  han- 
dicap the  country  for  years.  It  is  not  at 
present  possible  to  frame  a good  estimate  of 
the  further  financial  strain  which  the 
country  might  hear  without  incurring  t.ie 
risk  of  actual  bankruptcy  because  impor- 
tant factors  which  affect  this  matte,-  still 
await  adjustment  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment, In  particular  we  cannot  say  at  the 
moment  fur  what  share  cf  the  British 
Public  Debt  we  shall  he  held  liable  uiulei 
-Vrtiolc  o of  the  Treaty,  nor  what  burden  we 
shall  have  to  assume  in  respect  of. the  past 
financing  of  Land  Purchase.  There  can. 
however,  he  no  doubt  that,  tiij  cfiaige  toi 
compensation  which  has  already  been  created 
is  so  considerable  that  our  ability  to  bear 
further  financial  strain  has  been  seriously 
impaired.  It  will  he  evident  that  destruc- 
tion of  this  kind  is  especially  detrimental  to 
national  resources  because  not  only  does  it 
increase  the  expenditure  requmxl  to  provide 
compensation,  hut  it  results  direct  y in  im- 
pairing the  resources  to  which  the  otnte 
must  Took  for  its  revenue.” 

I had  intended  catechising  the  President 
still  further,  but  I had  not  tlio  heart,  and  I 
kn(?w  ho  had  not  the  time  available.  fco  I 
desisted,  knowing  that  the  co-operative  idea 
has  a friend  in  him.  and  knowing  also  l at 
lm  will  lyffp  the  movement  how  ondw-icn 
opportune*  offer.  I left  him  with! :lt« 
fervent  expression  of  my  hope  ij  at i condi- 
tions will  speedily  improve,  and  that  when 
uext  I see  hini  the  first-fruits  of  national 
responsibility  will  have  manifested  diem- 
selves, 
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GETTING  THE  BEST 

OUT  OF  LIFE. 

PROFESSOR  HAI.L  AND 

EDUCATION. 

PLEA  FOR  ADULTS. 

[By  Our  London  Correspondent.] 

The  first  of  a series  of  conferences  called 
to  deal  with  the  important  question  of 
adult  education  was  hold  at  the  O.W.S. 
Assembly  Hall,  Leman-street,  London,  on 
Saturday,  under  the  auspices  of  Southern 
Co-operative  Education  Association,  when 
the  delegates  had  the  privilege  of  hearing 
an  admirable  address  from  Professor  F. 
Hall,  M.A.  (Adviser  of  Studies,  Co-opera- 
tive Union). 

Mr.  It.  Hibberd  (president  of  the  Asso- 
ciation) welcomed  the  delegates,  who 
numbered  about  200.  They  had  had  man? 
conferences  of  late,  he  stated,  but  thes< 
the  main  had  dealt  with  the  slump 
prices.  Perhaps  it  was  a natural  conise- 
quence  of  that  condition  that  there  had 
been  a slump  in  educational  activities  in 
many  societies.  Having  regard  to  that 
■fact  he  thought  they  were  to  be  congratu- 
lated upon  the  success  of  everyone  of  the 
conferences  held  during  the  past  twelve 
months.  (Applause). 

A Wider  Outlook. 

Professor  Hall  explained  that  the  Cen- 
tral Education  Committee  had  under  con- 
sideration at  some  recent  meetings  the 
subject  of  adult  education.  The  commit- 
tee felt  that  co-operators  should  take  an 
interest  not  merely  in  the  special  work  of 
the  co-operative  movement  in  the  sphere  of 
education,  but  in  the  wider  question  of 
education  Tor  the  adult  on  other  lines  than 
purely  co-operative.  Education  was  de- 
rived not  merely  from  the  school,  from 
lectures,  or  from  bookis,  but  from  the 
whole  of  the  circumstances  which  moulded 
character  and  made  them  what  they  were. 

The  Importance  of  Environment. 

When  the  educational  system  was 
framed,  lie  proceeded,  the  idea  to  prepare 
the  individual  for  a fuller  life  was  scarcely 
in  existence  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 
If  this  idea  had  been  present  everyone 
would  have  seen  the  folly  of  ceasing  edu- 
cational work  at  twelve  or  fourteen  years 
of  age. 

They  had  been  concerned  in  giving  the 
children  a better  environment,  but  they 
had  not  been  equally  wise  in  recognising 
the  need  of  some  education  for  the  adult 
as  well. 

An  Educated  Democracy. 

Professor  Hall  emphasi.-sed  the  point 
that  education  must  continue  throughout 
the  whole  of  life  in  order  that  they  could 
get  tlie  best  out  of  life.  From  the  point 
of  view  of  citizenship  this  education  was 
necessary.  How  could  they  learn  to  govern 
themselves  properly  unless  they  knew  more 
than  was  acquired  in  the  voluntary  or 
secondary  school?  They  wanted  a ' wise 
democracy — education  would  help  them  to 
get  it.  They  must  have  a social  ideal  before 
they  could  perfect  the  educational  system. 
That  educational  system  must  be  the 
means  whereby  they  strove  to  reach  the 
ideal  they  have  framed.  The  welfare  of 
the  group  should  be  sought  rather  than 
the  wealth  of  the  individual. 

Education  for  Sorvice,  not  Self. 

The  individual  who  attended  a secondary 
school  or  evening  class  was  usually  ani- 
mated with  tlie  desire  to  get  on  in  the 
world.  If  they  educated  people  in  self- 
seeking  they  would  have  a comm  unity  in 
which  self-seeking  was  the  principal  object 
of  the  people. 

If  they  wanted  tho  people  animated  by 
the  desire  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  education  must  have  a new 
motive — it  must  be  education  for  service 
and  not  solf. 

li  they  wanted  to  eliminate  war,  they  must 
develop  new  ideals  of  social  relationship 
with  other  countries.  They  must  teach  the 
people  that  the  prosperity  of  one  country 
was  linked  up  with  tlie  prosperity  of 
another  country. 

Professor  Hall  dealt  with  the  facilities 
lor  adult  education  in  the  shape  of  classes, 
summer  schools,  and  correspondence  tuition! 

In  conclusion  he  pointed  out  the  necessity 
of  bringing  home  to  tlie  people  the  impor- 
tant fact  that  none  of  them  get  the  best 
out  of  life  . unless  and  until  they  fully 
realised  tlie  importance  of  providing  right 
throughout  life  the  best  educational  "Facili- 
ties which  they  could  command.  (Applause). 

A Unity  of  View. 

In  the  discussion  there  wins  a general 
agreement  as  to  the  advantages  of  an 
educated  democracy  and  the  need  of  im- 
proving their  educational  methods.  Those 
tuk'iiE  part  included  Mr..  Elliott,  Messrs. 

LI  rott  and  Moule  (London),  Messrs.  Ginns 
Mhite,  and  Reeve*  (Royal  Arsenal),  Messrs 
L.  O.  Greening  and  T.  M.  M'Gifl  (C'entrai 
Board),  Mr.  J.  Keen  (South  Suburban), 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


“KING  BULBOUS.” 

JUNIOR  CHOIR’S  GOOD 
PERFORMANCE. 

“ King  Bulbous  ” is  really  n delightful 
skit  on  the  old-fashioned  style  of  drama 
with  its  incongruous  jokes  and  wealth  of 
far-fetched  puns.  There  is  practically  no 
plot — simply  a series  of  incidents  joined  to- 
gether by  some  very  melodious  songs  and 
dances.  Poor  King  Bulbous  is  always 
trouble,  and  manages  to  lose  in  turn  hi 
daughters,  his  queen,  and  his  appetite.  It 
is  difficult  to  say  which  of  these  is  most 
dear  to  him,  but  happily  all  are  restored  to 
him.  For  a change  there  are  no  fairies.  Ii 
their  place  there  are  two  delicious  burglars 

The  music  is  by  H.  Festing  Jones,  the 
friend  and  biographer  of  the  famous  Samuel 
Butler,  author  of  “ Erewhon,”  &c. ; the 
words  are  by  “ P.  H.  Crib,”  and  one  won- 
ders what  the  real  name  of  the  author  is. 

This  operetta  was  performed  on  Tuesday 
December  12th,  at  the  Hatcham  Liberal 
Club,  by  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society’s  South 
Eastern  Junior  Co-operative  Choir,  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  John  Rodgers,  Mus. 
Bac.,  and  tlie  repeated  encores  demanded  by 
the  audience  testified  to  the  great  cure  with 
which  the  children  had  been  trained,  both  in 
singing  and  acting.  Special  mention  should 
be  made  of  the  excellent  dancing.  The 
dances  had- been  specially  arranged  by  Miss 
Grade  Edwards,  and  the  setting  of  the 
operetta  was  considerably  improved.  Miss 
Edwards  is  undoubtedly  a great  discovery 
from  the  point  of  view  of  training  young 
children  to  dance  artistically  and  with  inter- 
pretation. 

At  the  interval,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Tucker  (edu- 
cational committee,  R.A.C.S.)  presided,  and 
thanked  the  audience  for  their  appreciation 
of  the  efforts  of  tlie  choir,  stating  that  the 
education  committee  desired  to  serve  two 
purposes  at  these  evening  functions,  to  help 
the  members  to  appreciate  the  artistic  and 
to  give  a few  words  on  the  co-operative 
movement. 

Mrs.  E.  Reid,  (member  of  the  educational 
committee,  and  secretary  of  the  Southern 
District  Council  of  the  Women’s  Co-opera- 
tive Guild)  also  gave  an  instructive  address. 
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SOUTHERN  SNAP-SHOTS. 


EDUCATIONAL  MATTERS. 

SECRETARIES  IN  CONFERENCE. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Co-operative  Educa- 
tion Secretaries’  Association  of  the  Southern 
Section,  held  at  Leman-street,  Loudon,  on 
Saturday  morning  last,  with  Mr.  C.  E. 
Taylor  (Swindon  education  secretary)  in  the 
chair,  the  work  of  the  association  in  the 
section  was  reviewed,  and  suggestions  for 
future  work  considered. 

It  was  decided  to  ask  the  Southern  Edu 
cation  Association  to  arrango  a conference 
at  Reading  in  May  and  hold  -a  “ school  ” 
lor  education  secretaries  and  'members  of 
education  committees  during  the  week-end, 
with  Mr.  J.  Reeves  (Woolwich  education 
secretary)  as  lecturer. 

It  was  also  decided  to  ask  the  Southern 
Education  Association  to  consider  the  advis- 
ability of  convening  district-  meetings  of  re- 
presentatives of  education  committees  and 
secretaries  in  various  parts  of  the  section, 
so  that  more  frequent  opportunities  of  dis- 
cussing educational  matters  might  he  pro- 
vided .than  are  provided  by  the  sectional 
conferences,  which  remote  societies  find  it 
very  difficult  to  attend. 


A COSTUME  DANCE. 

In  connection  with  the  Guildford  Co- 
operative Employees’  Sports  Club,  a very 
enjoyable  and  .successful  social  evening  was 
spent  on  Monday,  December  1 1th  at  the 
Co-operative  Hall.  There  were  games,  in- 
^runiental  and  vocal  music,  and  dancing. 
Mr.  Henri  Greenwood’s  Concert  Party  ren- 
dered some  excellent  quartettes,  duets,  and 
solos,  llie  fancy  costume  dance  was  a great 
success,  and  many  of  the  costumes  were 
very  charming  Prizes  for  the  host  costumes 
were  given  The  prize-winners  were  Misses 
Mundy,  Allen,  and  Corbett,  and  Mr.  Svd 
Murrells  Mr  R.  W.  Greenwood  was  the 
M.C.  I he  hall  was  beautifully  decorated 
and  about  120  were  present.'  A select 
orchestra  of  five  artistes  rendered  musical 
selections. 
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ml  delegates  from  Romsey.  Haslemere, 
ll,yl  the  Highgato  Men’s  Guild. 

I he  Haslemere  delegate  regretted  that 
in  his  own  society  the  sales  of  the  “ Co- 
operative News  ” were  small  compared  with 
the  membership.  Ho  wanted  to  sec  tlie 
' N.e"'«  . pushed  In  the  same  way  that  the 
■■■pitalistic  papers  were. 

Professor  Hall,  in  replying  to  this  point 
suggested  that  the  delegate  should  com- 
municate with  the  Advisory  Committee,  66 
Great  Prescott-street,  E.  1,  who  would 
assist  111  any  schqmes  lor  increasing  the 
sales  ol  the  11  JNews.” 

A high  tribute  to  Professor  Hall’s  con- 
mcing  exposition  was  paid  by  Mrs.  Gnsson 
(Central  Board)  nnd  Mr.  J.  j.  Worley  (Co- 
operative Productive  Federation)  in  pro- 
posing nnd  seconding  a vote  of  thanks. 


“The  position  of  the  co-operative  em- 
ployees ” will  be  deult  with  by  Mr.  F.  Myliill 
(a  member  of  the  London  Society’s  manage- 
ment committee)  at  a conference  to  be  held 
at  Essex  Hall,  Strand,  on  Tuesday  evening, 
January  9th.  The  arrangements  are  being 
made  by  the  Metropolitan  District 
Association. 

There  should  be  a largo  attendance  at  a 
Southern  Sectional  Conference  at  tho 
O.W.S.  Assembly  Hall,  on  January  13th, 
when  Mr.  Leonard  S.  Woolf,  the  well-known 
economic  writer,  will  speak  on  ” Working 
Together  in  the  Co-operative  Movement.” 

The  East  Hum  Co-operative  Slate  Club, 
whose  trustees  arc  Mr,  Alfred  Barnes, 
M.P.,  and  Alderman  M'Giff,  lias  lnul  another 
successful  season . After  allowing  one  shil- 
ling for  the  benevolent  fund  in  the  men’s 
section,  the  sum  of  Cl  Is.  per  member  has 
been  shared  cut. 

“ The  Development  of  the  Co-operative 
Press  ” was  dealt  with  in  an  address  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Adsett  at  a meeting  of  the 
joint  guilds  (South  Suburban  Society)  at 
the  Co-operative  Hall,  Catford,  on  Tuesday 
last  week. 

From  January  3rd  to  November  25th.  the 
Lowestoft  Society  has  sold  nearly  162-  tuns 
of  bread,  besides  milk  loaves  am!  cur  ant 
bread.  The  society  proudly  claims  to  l>?  the 
pioneers  of  tbs  cheap  loaf  in  the  town. 


The  Ministry  of  Labour  Employment 
Committee  for  Southend-on-Sea  and  district 
have  unanimously  decided  to  send  n letter 
of  thanks  to  the  London  Co-operative  So- 
ciety on  account  of  the  large' percentage  of 
disabled  ex-servicemen  employed  by  the 
society  under  the  national  scheme  for  the 
employment  of  such  men. 

In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Miss  Mar- 
garet M’Milhm.  Miss  Madams  delivered  a 
lecture  on  11  Adult  Education  and  the 
Family,”  under  the  auspices  of  the  W.E.A. 
at  tlie  London  School  of  Economics  on 
Saturday.  Mr.  W.  Grahamj  M.P.,  presided. 

The  Central  Junior  Guild  of  the  Enfield 
Highway  Society  will  give  two  performances 
of  Dickens’  “ Christmas  Carol  ” in  the  Co- 
operative Hall,  Enfield  Highway,  on  January 
4th  and  5th. 

Mr.  -Fred  Rockell  (C.W.S.)  delivered  two 
nteresting  and  instructive  addresses  last 
week  on  ’’  An  Evening  with  C.W.S.  Produc- 
tions,’’ at  Alma-road  School.  Ponders  End, 
and  Trinity  Hull,  Waltham  Cross.  There 
was  a good  attendance  at  both  meetings, 
and  free  samples  of  C.W.S.  cocoa  were  dis- 
tributed to  members  of  the  audience. 

The  Choral  Society  and  Junior  Orchestra 
of  the  Enfield  Highway  Society  gave  a very 
successful  P.S.A.  at  the  Co-operative  Hnli, 
Enfield  Highway,  last  Sunday.  A collection 
was  taken  m behalf  of  tlie  unemployed 
workers'  children,  so  that  they  may  have  a 
Christmas  treat.  There  was  a large  attend- 
ance, and  the  various  solos,  part-songs, 
carols,  and  instrumental  selections  were 
well  received. 


SEEKING  FRESH  FIELDS. 


MEkSEYSIDE  PRESEN 


tations. 


An  interesting  ceremony  took  - 

the  Rushworth  Hall,  Islington.  LivernnnL 
on  Tuesday,  December  12th,  when  a Pr  ’ 
sentation  was  made  to  Mr.  J.  Tho6, 
(grocery  manager's  assistant),  who  °'£ 
leaving  the  Liverpool  Society  to  take  ,, 
the  position  of  grocery  manager  and  buyer 
to  the  Ipswich  Co-operative  Society,  i'll 
diair  wns  occupied  Jby  Mr.  J.  Lonry‘(bca3 
manager). 

Mr.  Duerden,  who  made  the  presenta 
Don,  spoke  with  appreciation  of  the  con' 
seientious  service  which  Mr.  Thorn  |mi 
rendered  to  tlie  society. 

This  was  (supported  by  Mr.  Kitchen 
(general  manager),  who  referred  to  tbp 
great-assistance  Mr.  Thorp  had  been  during 
his  many  years  of  faithful  service,  and  c„jjf  . 
that  one  of  his  chief  characteristics  \vas 
that  he  could  always  be  relied  upon 

Mr.  Banister  (secretary)  also  spoke  and 
said  that  he  was  sure  Mr.  Thorp  would 
have  a very  successful  career  in  the  higher 
branch  of  co-operative  administration  into 
which  he  was  entering.  He  had  been  well 
trained,  and  should  be  able  to  get  the 
utmost  efficiency  if  he  followed  the  train- 
ing he  had  received  at  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Lowry  stated  in  his  remarks  that 
the  position  of  Mr.  Thorp  r*  assistant  was 
not  always  an  easy  one,  out  he  had  always 
had  tlie  confidence  of  the  branch  managers, 
and  they  wished  him  every  success  his 
new  sphere. 

Mr.  Thorp  Honoured. 

The  Liverpool  Society’s  grocery  branch 
managers  sat  down  to  a farewell  dinner 
at  the  Bee  Hotel  on  Wednesday,  December 
13th,  to  do  honour  to  Mr.  Thorp  on  his« 
removal  to  Ipswich. 

Mr.  J.  Roberts  (who  presided)  presented 
to  Mr.  Thorp,  on  behalf  of  the  Branch 
Managers’  Association,  a silver-mounted 
ebony  walking-stick,  and  to  Mrs.  Thorp  a 
silver-mounted  handbag.  He  reviewed  Mr. 
Thorp’s  services  to  the  society  and  to  his 
fellow-employees  in  general,  and  paid 
tribute  to  his.  thoughtful  and  capable 
handling  of  the  difficulties  which  his  posi- 
tion entailed. 

MV.  E.  Ball  (secretary  of  the  Branch 
Managers’  Association)  also  eulogised  Mr. 
Thorp’s  work,  as  did  Messrs.  M Neill, 
M'Grath,  Lowry.  Mason,  Owen,  and  Win- 
stanley,  all  of  whom  voiced  their  apprecia-  • 
tion  of  Mr.  Tlrorp,  and  their  gratification 
at  his  success  in  securing  the  appointment. 
His  capabilities  and  personality,  they  were 
convinced,  would  carry  him  far  in  the  co 
operative  movement. 

Mr.  Thorp,  in  thanking  the- Branch  Man- 
agers’ Association  for  the  presents  they 
had  so  kindly  made  to  himself  and  Mrs. 
Thorp,  said  that  he  was  going  into  his  new 
position  brimful  of  confidence,  and  would  . 
certainly  maintain  the  great  reputation  ot 
the  Liverpool  Society.  The  memory  cf  his  * 
happy  associations  with  Liverpool  and  the 
spirit  which,  had  prompted  this  gathering 
would  remain  with  him  as  long  as  lie  lived. 

The  presents  for  Mr.  Thorp  included 
bronze,  figures  and  mahogany-caae d clock, 
leather  suit  case,  leather  attache  case, 

..  , , , umbrella,  and  fountain  pen.  Mrs.  Thorp 

At  tl.e  meeting  arranged  by  the  Addle-  was  also  given  an  umbrella, 
stone  society  s educational  committee,  niul- 
reported  in  our  last  issue,  Messrs.  Oppeu 
and  Windeft  gave  a report  of  the  Congress. 

The  new  grocery  manager  and  buyer  at 
Ipswich  iis  Mr.  I.  Thorp,  until  now  grocery 
manager’s  assistant  at  Liverpool. 

Alderman  T.  M.  M’Giff.  representing  the 
Co-operative  Union,  addressed  meetings  at 
Shanklin  and  Ventnor  last  week,  and  inci- 
dentally made  an  appeal  for  increased  sup- 
port to  the  National  Publishing  Society’s 
publications. 

A class  in  bookkeeping,  conducted  by  Mr. 

Anderson,  lias  been  commenced  by  the 
Lowestoft  Society’s  education  committee. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 

Sheerness.— Mr.  W.  R.  Aiigear  presided 
at  the  half-yearly  meeting  which  was 
eiently  held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall.  The 
report  for  tho  half-year  ending  October 
28th  stated  that  the  cash  sales  for  that 
period  unit  anted  to  £100,215,  showing  a de- 
crease of  £19,746  compared  with  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  lust  year.  'I he  share 
capital  stood  at  90,131,  and  the  loan  capital 
(including  penny  bank  deposits)  totalled 
£4,230.  Tho  membership  was  5,439.  Tlie 
Chairman  paid  a high  compliment  to  tho 
manager  and  staff  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  handled  the  society's  goods.  A 
satisfactory  report  was  also  presented  by  tine 
■duention  committee.  Mr.  G.  B.  Smart  was 
lected  as  Congress  delegate..  .Air.  G WYo.l 
re-elected  vice-president,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Penney  as  auditor,  both  being  unopposed. 
TRe  following  directors  were  elected  : .Messrs. 
T.  J.  Woodtlmrpe,  C.  E.  Jacobs,  G.  Fuller, 
"■  J.  Anderson  and  W.  J.  Thwuites. 
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WITH  NELL  VETERANS  DEATH. 

Last  week  saw  the  death  of  on:  of  ihe 
oldest  co-operators  in  the  Chorley  district,  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  Reuben  Sankey,  of  Abbey 
Village,  who  passed  away  on  Sunday. 

Eighty-seven  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Abbey 
Village  as  a lad,  and  later  became  an  ardent 
adherent  to  co-operation.  For  over  thirty 
years  he  was  a director  of  the  Withnell  Society, 
and  filled  with  distinction  the  position  of 
president  for  over  a quarter  of  a century. 
His  retirement  a few  wars  ago  was  a great 
loss  to  the  movement.  By  everyone  was  he 
respected,  and  was  looked  upon  by  all  as  the 
“ grand  old  man  ” of  Abbey  Village.  He  was 
a native  of  Preston,  and  possessed  a memory 
which  carried  him  back  to  the  “ forties  ” in  the 
town,  and  even  to  the  last  ho  had  vivid 
recollections  of  the  Guild  in  1842. 


WORKERS  SHARP.  IN  CONTROL 

Employees  of  the  Staveley  Society  arc  now 
eligible  for  scats  on  the  management  com- 
mittee. This  has  not  been  brought  about- 
without  a good  deal  of  controversy,  but  it  has 
now  been  decided  that  throe  of  tho  twelve  seats 
shall  be  available  for  employees  ; and  at  a 
ballot  taken  to  appoint  four  committeemen 
two  employees  were  nominated,  and  one  was 
successful. 

The  successful  employee  was  Mr.  Ephraim 
W.  Miller,  an  assistant  in  the  central  branch. 
Ho  has  served  for  eighteen  years  with  the 
Staveley  Sooiety.  He  is  secretary  of  the 
Staveley  Trades  and  Labour  Council,  and  a 
member  of  the  Staveley  Parish  Council! 

Mr.  E.  Davis,  who  failed  to  secure  re- 
election,  has  had  twenty-six  years’  uninter- 
rupted service  on  the  committee. 


Pecesibkk  23,  1922. 
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Chapter  XVIII. 

Sir  William  Oldroyd  brought  his 
daughter — such  was  now  tlieir  accepted 
relationship— back  to  The  Towers  with  a 
distinct  feeling  of  disappointment..  The 
future  holder  of  the  Earldom  of  Slates  tone 
jind  asked  Mary  to  be  his  wife  oil  the  day 
preceding  her  departure,  and  received  ttn 
auibigurus  answer,  which  amounted  in  short 
to  a declaration  that  she  was  not  sure  of  her 
own  feelings  and  wished  for  time  to  consider. 

That  much  Sir  William  had  learnt  from  the 
merer  himself,  who  seemed\  rather  pleased 
that  she  lmd  net  accepted  so  high  a position 
at  the  first  chance. 

Sir  William,  as  soon  as  lie  returned,  mule 
inquiries  which  enabled  him  to  gather  all 
that  had  happened  in  bis  absence.  Till  had 
gone  back  to  market  gardening  and  the  old 
cottage,  and  his. stepson  was  still  in  tho 
Infirmary,  but  likely  to  leave  at  any  time. 
That  he  had  sent  no  letters  to  Mary  for  some 
weeks  was  evideuce  that  he  accepted  her 

• silence  as  final. 

Nevertheless,  Sir  William  saw  danger  in 
tho  young  man’s  presence.  He  had  been 
reduced  to  an  unattractive  shadow,  but  oven 
shadows  bring  back  memories.  So  be  kept 
himself  informed  of  wliat  was  happening,  and 
when  news  came  that  John  bad  come  home, 
made  up  bis  mind  to  visit  Paul  Till  the  next 
c evening. 

Unfortunately  for  his  designsf,  lie  was  not 
the  only  one  who  took  an  interest  in  John. 
Purchase’s  future.  His  mother,  after  hear- 
ing  his  story,  became  exceedingly  silent  and 
thoughtful.  The  more  closely  she  examined 
the  position,  the  more  suspicious  she  became. 
It  might  be  true  that  the  young  lady  at  The 
Towers  was  a heartless  flirt  who  had  been 
amusiug  herself,  but  there  was  nothing  ' in 
her  conduct  up  to  a certain  point  to-iudioate 

fit.  ' ■ . .. 

Her  one  orime  was  that  she  had  ignored 
her  lover’s  appeals.  That  was  not  the  act 
of  a coquette.  She  pondered  the  matter 
halt  .the  night,  instead  of  sleeping,  and  rose 
next  morning  resolved  to  satisfy  herself. 
When  the  mid-day  meal  was  over,  she  sat 
down  and  wrote 'a  letter,  whic  h she  placed1 
in  an  envelope  addressed  to  Miss  Oldroyd. 
and  putting  on  her  hat  and  coat,  set  ont 
for  The  Towers  on  foot.  Her.  idea  was  to 
give  it  to  the  lodge-keeper,  but  she  was 
6ome  distance  from  the  gates  when  a dog- 
cart, driven  by  one  of  Sir  William's 
grooms,  overtook  her. 

"Good  afternoon,  Mrs.  Till, ’ ’ lie  said. 
“Sorry  to  hear  as  your  good  man  has  left- us. 
Hope  you’ll  have  better  luck.” 

"Tliank  you.”  Rose  answered,  smiling  at 
him.  “ We  shall  have  our  share,  I hope. 
Will  you  do  me  a favour?  I want  a letter 
delivering  to  Miss  Oldroyd.  It  must  he 
placed  in  her  hands.” 

" C ertainly’-’  said  the  groom.  “I’ll  doit 
with  pleasure.” 

“Thank  you,”  said  Rose.  “I’m  much 
obliged, ” and  with  another  smile  she  turned 
homewards. 

The  groom,  thinking  nothing  of  the  slight 
service,  drove  on,  and  was  lucky  enough  to 
meet  his  young  mistress  in  the  avenue  near 
the  house. 

‘1  was  asked  to  give  this  to  you,  Miss,” 
he  said,  jumping  down  and  holding  out  tin? 
letter. 

Mary’s  heart  leapod.  She  had  never  seen  ' 
J'  lui'.s  writing.  Was  it  possible  that  he  had 
Rent  a message?  after. all?  Then  she  re- 
membered that  he  was  in  London,  he  would 
Hot  scad  a letter  by  hn.nd. 

• vru,  Barnes, ” slie  said,  and,  giv- 

ing him  a -smile,  walked  on,  looking  at  the 
envelope.  It  was  a.  cheap  one.  and  tho 
Writing  straggled  across  in  crooked  lines. 
®ho  tore  it  open,  and  taking  out  the  letter, 
Read  ; — • v.  . - 

“ Dear  Miss  Oldroyd, — Tf  you  have  not 
received  any  letters  from  my  son.  John  Pur- 
chase, during. the  last  two  months.  I think 
1 can  explain  the  reason.  If  you  have  re- 
ceived them,  explrinrftion  is  -not  necessary. 
My  cottage  .is  at  the.  corner  .of  Harebell-Jane, 
mi  the  Black would-road.  Two  miles  from 
Hansley. — Yours  respectfully. 

“ Rose  Till.” 

Mary  stared  at  the  words  in  silence  and 
her  breath  came  fast.  What  did  it  mean? 
i'll)  letters  had  been  sent.  She  had  taken 
®VC'T  precaution  to  make  sure  of  receiving 
them.  The  paper  trembled  in  her  fingers  as 
Rlie  put  it  back  into  the  envelope,  and  thrust 
tt  in  her  pocket. 

For  a minute  she  stood  undecided,  pulled 
by  conflicting  emotions,  then  with  heightened 
colour  hurried  to  the  coach-house,  and 
bringing  out  her  bicycle,  sped  down  the 
drive  faster  than  she  had  ever  before  ridden. 

nose,  returning  home  leisurely,  more  than 
a little  excited  at  her  own  temerity,  had 
scarcely  removed  her  walking  attire,  when 
there  was  a knock  at  the  door.  Opening  it, 
Rho  was  greatly  astonished  to  find  Miss  Old- 
to.vd  standing  there  holding  a bicycle. 

“Why,  I’ve  just  sent  a letter  to  you, 
Miss  I”  Rose  exclaimed. 

“T  know,”  Mary  said  quietly.  “That  is 
why  I’m  here.  You  see  I’ve  ridden.  May 
1 come  in?”  , , , . ■ ■ , , 

..{Kse  stepped , hack.  “ Yes.’.’, , she  said, 
Wheel  your  machine  into  the  hack  garden, 
pleoHe.”  1 

Mnrv  obeyed.  She  Was  flushed  with 


exertion,  and  the  colour  had  not  lessened 
when  she  came  back, 

‘‘You  are  Mrs.  Till,  I know,”  she  said. 
“ What  your  message  means  I am  unable  to 
guess.  I have  had  no  letter  from  your  son 
since  he  wont  to  London.” 

“London!”  Rose  exclaimed  in  astonish- 
ment. “There  I was  right.  John  never 
went  to  London.” 

“Never  went  to  London!”  Mary  echoed, 
equally  surprised? 

“ He  most  certainly  did  not,”  Rose 
asserted.  “ On  the  day  lie  .should  have 
gone,  there  was  an  explosion  at  one  of  the 
pits.  He  went  down  with  a rescue  party, 
and  got  his  leg  broken.  They  took  him  to 
the  Infirmary,  and  there  fie  remained  till 
yesterday.  That’s  the  bald  truth.  Miss  Old- 
royd. Won’t  you  sit  down?” 

Mary’s  face  Intel  gone  pale,  and  she 
dropped  into  a chair  as  if  exhausted  by 
fatigue. 

“ That  is  the  first  I have  heard  of  it.”  she 
said.  ” Not  a line  of  his  has  reached  me. 
Are  you  sure  that  lie — he  wrote?” 

“ Often,”  said  Rose.  “ When  lie  had  no 
answer  he  thought  you  had  abandoned  him. 
The  pit  broke  his  leg,  but  you  have  nearly 
broken  his  heart.” 

“I!”  cried  Mary.  “But  how  could  he 
believe  that  of  me  after — after  aJl  that  had 
passed  ?” 

"How  could  he  help  it?”  Rose  asked. 
“ Wliat  did  you  believe  when  you  got  no 
message  ? ’ ' 

For  a minute  Mary  was  silenced.  “ Co 
on,”  she  said,  in  an  agitated  voice.  “Tell 
me  what  it  means.  Tell  me  everything.  I 
have  suffered.  Ah  ! you  don’t  know  how  I’ve 
suffered.” 

Rose  tofk  the  outstretched  hands  and  hold 
them  tight.  “So  has  John,”  efhe  said. 
" He  told  me  about  it  for  the  first  time  last 
night.  It  made  me  curse  you  in  my  heart. 
I am  his  mother.  Forgive  me.” 

Mary’s  lips  quivered  and  tears  came  to 
her  eyes.  ” I love  him.”  she  said  brokenly. 

' Who  lias  done  this  thing?  Who  could  be 
so  wantonly  cruel?” 

“My  dear,”  said  Rose,  gently,  “it  is  a 
vile  story.  It  will  hurt  yen.” 

" If  John  wrote,  if  lie  still  loves  me,  noth- 
ing will  hurt  me,”  Mary  declared,  smiling 
suddenly  through  her  tears.  “ Toll  me  the 
truth — the  whole  truth.  I have  the  best 
right  to  know  it.” 

Rose  dropped  her  Stands  and'  sat  down, 
staring  at  the  fire.  “ I want  to  ask  you  some- 
thing,” she  said.  " Are  you  very  fond  of 
the  man  who  adopted'  you  ?” 

“ Yes,”  Mary  answered.  “ He  lias  been 


very  good  to  me.  As  good  ns  if  I were  his 
own  child.  T owo  him  everything.” 

Rose  nodded.  “ That  makes  it  n lmrd 
task,”  she  said  reflectively.  “But  it  does 
not  alter  the  fact  that  he  is  responsible  for 
wlint  happened.  He  intercepted  vour 
letters.” 

Mary  loo.ked  stunned.  “I — I cannot  be- 
lieve that,”  she  faltered.  “Take  my 
letters!  Keep  them  from  me!  Surely  you 
must  be  mistaken?” 

“ Who  else  would  dare?  NVlio  else  would 
he  sufficiently  concerned?”  Hose  inquired. 
“ Child,  l am  entitled  to  say  hard  tilings  of 
him.  I will  content  myself  with  relating  the 
hare  facts.  For  some  reason  that  seemed 
good  to  you,  you  tcld  Sir  -William  of  your 
love  affair,  and  lie  came  here  to  see  John. 
They  met  in  the  rend,  and  my  lad  was  told 
very  plainly  unless  lie  gave  you  up,  never 
saw  or  wrote  to  you  again,  he  would  deprive 
you  of  a fortune  and  bring  ruin  upon  us.” 

” Go  on,”  said  Mary,  in  a voice  scarcely 
audible. 

“John  refused  to  give  such  a promise, 
and  left  your  father  standing  there  while  he 
rushed  off  to  the  pit.  While  lie  was  lying 
helpless  in  the  Infirmary  Sir  William  carried 
out  his  threat.  He  has  seized  our  furniture 
and  turned  my  husband  out  of  his  employ- 
ment. That  is  why  we  are  living  here.  Ask 
yourself  whether  the  man  who  did  that 
would  hesitate  at  the  smaller  crime  of  keep- 
ing your  letters.” 

Mary  rose  with  painful  slowness  to  her 
feet. 

“ I will  go,”  she  said.  “ He  must  answer 
to  me  for  this.  He  has  put  shame  and  in- 
dignity upon  me.  Mad©  me  an  instrument 
of  torture  for  others.  I feel  degraded. 
How  dare  he?  How  dare  lie?” 

Rose  seized  her  arm  and  made  a gesture 
demanding  silent©  as  the  sound  of  fast- 
running  wheels  came  to  a stop  outside. 
“ Heaven!”  she  cried,  glancing  out  of  the 
window.  “It  is  Sir  William!  Does  he 
know  you  are  here?” 

Mary  shook  her  head  and  faced  the  door 
with  angry  determination.  " Let  him  in,” 
she  said.  “He  shall  answer  me  in  your 
presence.” 

He  shall  not,”  Rose  spoke  decisively. 

‘ ft  is  not  the  place  m>r  tile  time.  Go  into 
that  room  and  close  tile  door.-  T will  learn 
what  lie  wants  and  g)et  rid  of  him  quickly. 
Jf  he  stays  you  can  leave  through  the  gate 
at  the  bottom  of  the  garden.” 

“ T will  not  go,”  said  Mary,  her  eyes 
flashing. 

“Then  I will  not  admit  him,”  said  Rose 
quietly.  " Must  I remind  you  that  you  are 
in  my  house?” 

Mary  looked  at  her,  hesitating,  then 
walked  into  the  other  room  without  a word, 
closing  the  door  behind  her  just  as  a loud  and 
peremptory  knocking  was  heard  at  the  front 
d«:or.  When  it  was  repealed  Rose  opened 
the  door  and  found  Sir  William  standing 
there.  The  cab  he  had  arrived  in  was  draw- 
ing off,  evidently  with  orders  to  wait,  for 
flic  driver  was  on  foot. 

"Good  afternoon,  Mrs.  Till.  May  I come 
in?”  -lie  asked.  Rose  stopped  aside  to  let 
him  piss,  then  faced  him  with  anything  hut 
weld  me  in  her  attitude. 

“ What  do  you  want?”  she  asked  bluntly. 

“ You  axe  surprised  to  see  me,”  he  re-' 
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mnVkcd.  “Where  is  Till  and  your  son?” 

“ Out,”. was  the  curt  reply.  “And  I don’t 
know  when  they'll  he  hack.”  Then  she 
lilted  her  head,  listening,  and  going  to  the 
window,  added,  “They  are  here.” 

It  was  true.  The  door  opened,  and  Paul 
entered,  followed  by  John,  A curious 
silence  ensued  as  they  stood  facing  each 
other  Then  Paul  took  a step  nearer  and 
looked  the  visitor  in  the  face. 

“ You  here!”  In-  said,  his  voice  trembling 
with  anger.  “ Why  have  you  come  to  my 
house?  You  that  refused  to  see  me  in  your 
own,  after  treating  me  with  calculated 
cruelty  and  injustice.  Had  I heeu  here, 
Sir  William,  you  would  not  have  crossed  my 
threshold.” 

“ Which  means  that  you  put  the  blame  on 
me  for  all  that  happened,”  was  th©  ccol 
reply.  “ Your  stepson  there  knows  better. 
He  was  mad  enough  to  imagine  that  I would 
accept  him  as  a suitor  for  my  daughter.  I 
warned  him  what  the  consequence  would  he 
if  he  persisted,  and  I have  kept  my  word.” 
What  has  that  to  <lo  with  my  husband?” 
Rose  broke  in.  “He  cannot  control  my 
son's  actions.  You  did  not  even  give  us  the 
chance.  Yet  you  have  punished  us  wexso 
than  the  law  punishes  most  criminals.  But 
I say  this,  Sir  William  Oldroyd,  you  have 
done  your  worst  and  you  can  go ; you  are  not 
welcome  here.” 

“ Not  so  fast,”  he  answered.  “ There  are 
two  sides  to  most  stories.  What  I did  was 
in  self-defeme.  Circumstances  demanded 
it,  but  they  have  changed.  The  danger  no 
longer  exists.  In  a few  days  my  daughter’s 
engagement  to  a man  of  title  and  distinction 
v.  ill  he  announced,  and  I am  here  to  con- 
vince you  that  I acted  from  prudence,  not 
animosity.” 

John  placed  one- hand  against  the  wall  to 
steady  himself.  The  news  that  Mary  was 
giving  herself  to  another  did  not  surprise 
him,  yet  he  was  shaken.  Rose,  with  a 
sudden  aggressive  gleam  in  her  eyes,  backed 
to  the  scullery  door  and  listened.  There 
was  no  sound.  Mary  had  gone. 

“ I am  prepared,”  Sir  William  continued, 
“To  forego  the  money  you  owe  me,  pay 
jouopassnge  to  America,  and  lend  ycu  an- 
other £200,  providing  you  go  at  once  and 
take  your  stepson  with  you.  It’s  a new 
country  where  men  of  your  skill  and  ability 
can  make  fortunes.” 

“ We  will  not  take  one  penny  or  move  one 
•yard,”  Rose  broke  in  wratlifuily.  “ You 
are  a liar,  Sir  William.  A liar  in  word  and. 
act.  You  want  to  gT  rid  of  us  because  you 
are  afraid  your  daughter  might  learn  that 
you  intercepted  my  oil’s  letters.  You  are 
too  late.  She  lias  already  been  here.  She 
knows.  She  is  waiting  for  you  at  home'. 
Go  and  face  her  if  you  dare.” 

Sir  William  stiffened'  as  if  he  had  been 
struck,  and  his  hard  eyes  glittered  defiantly. 

John,  who  had  lifted  his  head  as  his 
mother  spoke,  limped  fo,-ward.  . “Is  -this, 
true?”  lie  asked  in  a voice  that  seemed  to 
lock  the  room  in  d ep  silence.  “ J$  tin’s 
true?”  he  repeated  turning  to  Sir  William 
and  locking  him  straight  in  the  eyes. 

“He  dare  not  answer,”  said  Rose. 

“ Look  at  his  face,” 

“You  hound!”  The  words  came  thickly 
from  John’s  throat.  “ Do  you  know  wliat 
you  have  clone?  You  have  made  me  lo  k 
like  a cur  in  tlu*  e vs  of  the  woman  I love. 
You  have  dared  to  nt-ke  me  think  she  was 
uuworthv. ” He  p used,  and  taking  the 
blackened  euvelop  from  his  pocket, 
wrenched  the  paper  IV.  m it. 

“Do  you  .recog is  • tin  so?”  he  asked. 
“I  found  them  in  h pit  where  my  father 
left.  them.  Look  af  hem.  you  thief! 


You  tpspoiler  if  the 
L ok  at  this  cheque 
They  bear  the  signa.- 
1 led  Oldroyd.  A 
to  tempt  us  with , 


ist- 


blier  of  the  dead ' 
widow  and  orphan1 
and  this  agreement  ’ 

. ture  of  a swindle 
ci  imiual  who  lias  com 
gold  taken  from  Qur  p-.-kois. 

Fear  blanched  Sir  William's  hard 
His  eyes  watched' the  papers  ;|s  if  they 
writhing  snakes.  He  shrank  hack-1 
ing  his  lips  yet  uttering  no  sound.  He  saw 
the  edifice  lie  had  built  so  well  and  strongly 
tottering  and  swaying,  ready  to  crash  down 
and  hurv  him  in  its  ruins. 

“With  these,”  John  continued,  shaking 
the  papers  in  his  face,  “ T can  tear  von  from 
your  pedestal,  drag  you  through  the  mire, 
cover  you  with  infamy, 'make  yon  tbp  s ( i'll 
of  honest  men.  If  I had  your,  black  h'-vu-t 
I should  wring  v'our  fortune  from  you.  and 
take  your  daughter  as  the  pride  of  my 
silence ; but  I love  hot-  To  Miame-yon  is  to 
shame  her.  This  cheque  T keep.  Tt  will 
enable  me  to  finish  m v studies  and  let  my 
parents  face  the  future  without  anxiety. 
For  the  rest.  This  is  the  measure  of  iny. 
contempt  for  the  wealth  which  made  you  a 
villain.” 

He  held  out  his  hand  to  dr  p 'll1  patters 
ir.  the  fire,  hut  they  w.  re  snatched  from  his 
fingers,  and  ho  fctvrne  1 to  find  himsdf  con- 
fronted by  Mary,  He-  face  was  white  and 
her  eves  like  lambent  flame. 

“You,”  lie  faltered.  “Mary!” 

She  took  no  heed.  Her  arm  lifted,  point- 
ing an  accusing  finger  it  Sir  AN  ilham. 

* The  truth!”  sli  demanded.  “The 

truth!  I have  heard  every  word.  Wliat 

does  it  mean?” 

He  stared  at  her  with  eyes  that  seenu-d 
to  look  through 'her  and  through  the  wall 
ha  vend . A dull  reel  crept  into  his  face,  and 
the  veins  stood  out -like  those  pf  a man 
exerting  all  his  strength  N\  it li  a shaking 
hand  lie  plucked  at  hi  collar,  then  sway'd, 
uttered  a choking  <"v  and  pitched  face 
downwards  on  the  floor. 

Thev  lifted  him  into  a chair,  a huddled  n»d 
helnless  bean  making  strange  noises. 

“ITc  is  dyinrf !"  Mary  cried,  “ throwing 
herself  on  l>?r  knees.  n»d  grasping  In's  ha”d 

John  lifted  the  haiirr-g  head 
away  tie  and  collar  w-*th  a smrdi 
“ Tt  is  not  deHli.”  ho  de'ch'W'd. 
paralysis.  Ho  has  had  a stroke.” 

IfO  UB  CONTHU1EU.] 


and 
< wren-  h. 

1 “ Tt  'is- 
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c.w.s.  eras 

ARE 

Absolutely  Pure. 


4* 


'T'HIS  fact  has  been 
established  by  the 
reports  of  two  independent 
analysts,  who  have  analysed 
all  the  cocoas  made  by  the 
E.  & S.  C.W.  S.  Works 
at  Luton. 


4s 


Ask  for 


“ Coso,”  “ Silver  Badge,”  or 
“ Broma  ” Cocoas 

at  your  Stores  this  Christmas. 


The  drapery  department  of  the  c,\v  s 

is  offering  substantial 

PRIZES  FOR  SHORT  ESSAYS 

of  thirty-six  words  descriptive  of  the 

“UNitcIS”  ftandkercDief 

This  handkerchief  is  made  by  the  Scottish  C.W.S.  from 
fabric  woven  at  the  Lancashire  mills  of  the  English  C.W.S., 
and  is  sold  retail  by  co-operative  societies  throughout 
the  country. 


RULES. 

1 • — Purchase  a supply  of  “ Unilas  " handkerchiefs  at 
your  store. 

2.  — Write  your  description  of  the  same — not  more  than 
thirty-six  words — and  attach  to  the  essay  two 
“ Unitas  ” gummed  labels  from  the  handkerchiefs 
you  havE  bought., 

3. — Add  your  (i.)  name,  (vi.)  address,  and  society  of  which 
you  are  a member . 

4.  — Send  this  to  “ Unitas,"  c/o  C.W.S.  Publicity  Depart- 
ment, Balloon  Street,  Manchester,  not  later  than 
January  8th, 1923. 

PRIZES  FOR  CHILDREN. 

A further  competition  is  open  for  children’s  efforts,  and 
here  again  useful  and  valuable  prizes  will  be  offered. 
These  will  consist  of  boxes  of  handkerchiefs,  knives, 
purses,  and  other  productions  of  C.W.S.  works. 

This  is  open  to  boys  and  girls  who  have  not  yet  passeJ 
( their  fifteenth  birthday. 

I _ 1.  'S'rile  your  opinion  o(  the  “ Unilas  " handkerchief,  limning  tli 

j * description  to  36,  words — not  more. 

f 2 Attach  two  gummed  labels  that  are  on  the  “ Unitas  " handketchiets  to 

j the  essay. 

3.  Write  your  (i.)  name,  (ii.)  age,  (iii.)  address,  (iv.)  society  of  which 
J your  parents  ore  members,  on  the  some  sheet  of  paper — and  send 

| this  to  " Unilas  Junior."  CAV.S.  Publicity  Department,  Balloon 

j Street,  Manchester,  not  later  than  January  oth,  1923. 


Cbe  Co-operatioe  Rctos 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  “ News"  should  be 
addressed  "THE  EDITOR."  Orders , inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  "News"  should  be  addressed  to  "THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  when  communica- 
tions arc  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  32,  LONG  MILLGATE,  MAN- 
CHESTER. 
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ANOTHER  CHRISTMAS! 

Before  we  have  another  opportunity  of  addressing 
our  readers  Christinas  will  have  come  and  gone.  We 
hope,  therefore,  that  into  every  co-operative  home  the 
Spirit  of  Christmas  will  descend,  and  that  during  the 
few  days  that  hallow  this  great  festival  all  men  and  all 
women  may  be  inspired  by  the  age-long  tradition  of 
what  ought  to  be  one  of  the  most  welcome  breaks  in  the 
year  of  stress  and  turmoil. 

We  can  recall  a time  when  it  was  easy  to  write  our 
Christmas  greeting  to  the  co-operative  world.  During 
those  years  of  peace — and  especially  during  the  first 
decade  of  the  present  century — it  seemed  natural  to 
rejoice  when  Christmas  approached.  The  prospect  was 
tinted  to  a warm  hue  with  that  little  touch  of  nature 
that  made  the  whole  world  kin.  There  seemed  to  be 
nothing  much  to  look  forward  to  but  a spell  of  unalloyed 
festivity  at  Christmas  ; and  all  men  seemed  one  when 
the  season  approached  year  by  year. 

How  incongruous  it  seemed  to  us  to  send  our  Christmas 
greetings  when  labour  unrest  disclosed  the  lack  of 
brotherhood  between  employer  and  employed  ! How 
sacrilegious  it  seemed  to  utter  Christmas  messages  when 
the  barking  of  millions  of  rifles  drowned  the  Herald 
Angels’  song  ! How  we  longed  for  the  order  to  “ Cease 
fire  ! ” so  that  we  might  once  again  get  back  to  Christ- 
mas— Christmas  as  it  used  to  be  ; Christmas  as  we 
wanted  it  to  be  ; Christmas  as  it  should  be  ! 

Four  years  ago  we  celebrated  Christmas  buoyed  up 
with  the  hope  that  as  the  Armistice  had  been  signed 
the  world  would  settle  down  once  more  to  ways  of  peace. 
Unfortunately,  the  world  is  still  obsessed  with  the  spirit 
of  the  war  years.  The  Christmas  vacation  at  the  Law 
Courts  is  to  be  reached  aijter  an  unprecedented  spate  of 
horrors  have  been  disposed  of.  The  nations  of  Western 
Europe  are  still  unwilling  to  let  the  spirit  of  Christmas, 
the  spirit  of  friendship,  enter  into  their  relationship. 
Any  day  may  find  the  flood-gates  of  passion  once  more 
opened  in  the  Near  Fast.  At  home  we  find  nearly  a 
million-and-a-half  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  a state  of 
pauperism  because  their  labour  can  find  no  market.  All 
these  things  are  out  of  harmony  with  the  Angels'  Song. 

But  should  we,  on  that  account,  ignore  Christmas  ? 
Is  the  prospect  all  vife  ? Does  nothing  please  ? 

We  look  no  further  than  our  own  columns  this  week. 
We  find  there  a record  of  the  workers  of  the  world 
meeting  in  the  placid  atmosphere  of  The  Hague,  where 
at  least  a Temple  of  Peace  has  been  set  up.  We  read  of 
co-operators  and  trade  unionists — producers  and  con- 
sumers—from  many  countries’  taking  counsel  together 
as  to  how  thernasses  of  the  people  may  effect  Peace  on 
Earth  and  maintain  that  peace  when  it  is  once 
established. 

When  all  is  said  and  done,  the  will  to  peace  is  the  first 
and  final  remedy  for  a world  at  war.  The  masses  need 
only  desire  peace  passionately  enough  and  they  will  have 
it.  Governments,  after  all,  only  rule  by  the  goodwill 
ol  the  people.  There  have  been  governments  that  have 
ruled  otherwise,  but  the  Romanoffs,  the  Hohenzollerns, 
the  Iiapsburgs,  the  Bourbons,  and  the  Stuarts  have  paid 
the  penalty.  If,  then,  the  governments  which  map  out 
our  future  for  us  are  themselves  directed  by  the  will  of 
the  people,  we  see  in  the  Entente  Cordiale  Internationale, 
projected  by  trade  unionists  and  co-operators  at  The 
Hague  last  week,  one  ready  road  towards  that  world 
peace  which  we  all  so  desire. 

Peace,  however,  does  not  come  from  the  masses  to  the 
individual,  but  from  the  individual  to  the  mass ; and 
the  will  to  peace  cannot  be  manifest  in  the  councils  of 
a nation  unless  it  be  manifest  in  the  hearts  of  individual 
citizens.  We  cannot  have  peace  if  individuals  do  not 
strive  for  peace.  We  cannot  have  co-operation  unless 
individuals  co-operate.  We  cannot  have  goodwill 
between  nations  unless  there  is  goodwill  between 
individuals. 

“ Each  must  find  his  own  in  all  men’s  good  ” ; and 
each  must  allow  himself  to  be  impelled  by  the  spirit  of 
goodwill  and  brotherhood.  “ The  future  belongs  to 
Heaven,  the  present  is  our  own,”  said  a great  dramatist  ; 
and  we  derive  our  greatest  hope  for  the  future  from  the 
indication  that  the  individual  is  beginning  to  realise 
that  he  must  not  be  content  to  accept  the  world  as  he 
finds  it,  but  must  play  bis  part  in  bringing  the  world 
up  to  liis  own  conception  of  what  it  ought  to  he.  The 
recognition  of  that  obligation  upon  the  masses  who  long 
for  Peace  and  Goodwill  throughout  the  world  will  bring 
its  nearer  to  the  restoration  of  the  Christmas  of  our 
desire.  We  can  make  Christmas  for  ourselves ; and 
those  who  are  happiest  at  Christmas  are  not  the  wealthy, 
confined  to  their  hydros  or  their  clubs,  but  those  who 
spread  the  happiness  of  the  season  among  their  neigh- 
bours and  who  work  to  entlirone  the  Spirit  of  Christmas 
permanently  in  the  midst  of  the  race. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

the  f.b.i. 

Eric  Geddes  Las  been  elected  president  of  the  Federation 
of  British  Industries.  The  F.B.I.  is  the  war  cabinet  of  Bi<r 
Business.  Sir  Eric  Gcddes,  the  new  chief,  is  admirably  fitted 
for  the  functions  that  fall  to  the  chief  of  such  a cabinet.  The 
Dunlop  Rubber  Company  recorded  a loss  of  over  £8,000,000 
Sir  Eric  joined  the  board,  and  the  next  year's  accounts— as  Mr 
Emil  Davies  told  our  readers  last  week— showed  a gross  profit 
of  more  than  £1,000,000.  He  has  been  a director  of  the  North- 
Eastern  Railway,  director-general  of  the  military  railways  durin» 
the  war,  and  Minister  of  Transport.  He  was  the  inventor  of 
the  “ economy  axe,”  by  virtue  of  his  position  as  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Government  expenditure.  His  invention  was 
designed  to  lop  off  all  items  of  nat  ional  expenditure  that  served  no 
more  useful  purpose  than  to  bring  the  C3  class  in  the  population 
nearer  to-the  A1  standard.  The  idea  was  to  improve  education 
for  example;  by  herding  the  children  into  larger  classes,  reducing 
teachers’  wages^  and  therefore  (probably)  conducing  to  an 
inferior  class  of  teachers,  and  shutting  the  doors  of  secondary 
schools  to  many  of  the  children  of  the  working  classes.  The 
F.B.I.  believes  in  Parliamentary  action.  Its  new  chief  knows 
the,  ropes,  and,  as  the  poacher  makes  a good  gamekeeper,  his 
confreres  no  doubt  anticipate  that  he  will  get  more  out  of  the 
Government  than  anybody  else.  We  do  not  object  to  Big 
Business  getting  anything  out  of  the  Government  that  will 
make  the  wheels  of  industry  move  more  quickly,  but  we  aro 
bent  upon  fighting  against  any  attempt  to  give  Big  Business 
and  its  devotees  any  advantage  at  the  expense  of  or  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  rest  of  the  community.  The  subsidy  voted  to  the 
Sudanese  Company,  which  was  making  a fairly  generous  profit, 
was  an  indication  of  what  the  Government  may  attempt.  For- 
tuuately  the  Opposition  in  Parliament  is  now  able  to  direct  public 
attention  to  these  things.  But  Big  Business  is  well  represented, 
and  there  will  certainly  be  strife  in  Parliament.  The  F.B.I. 
has  already  issued  a manifesto  calling  upon  the  Government 
for  adjustments  in  relation  to  super-tax  on  money  put  into 
reserve  by  private  firms  ; and  a substantial  reduction  in  income 
tax.  Tt  also  continues  to  press  for  the  imposition  of  increased 
taxation  on  co-operative!  societies.  That  is  what  we  are  up 
against. 

4 ♦ ♦ 

WARNING! 

Delegates  at  the  National  Unionist  Association  Conference 
last  week  welcomed  the  declaration  of  the  Prime  Minister  that 
the  working  of  the  Trade  Unions  Act,  1913,  was  to  be  investigated 
— and  they;  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Bill  introduced  in  the 
last  Parliament  as  a private;  member’s  measme  to  restrict  the 
voting  of  trade  union  funds  for  Labour  Party  purposes  will  be 
pressed  forward  by  the  Government.  The  zeal  of  the  new 
members  of  the  Labour  Party  in  Parliament  may  perhaps  tempt 
the  Government  to  proceed  in  accordance  with  that  request. 
If  that  should  be  so,  the  Bill  will  have  to  be  watched  very  care- 
fully. A measure  of  that  sort  would  be  speedily  applied  to 
co-operative  societies  as  well  as  to  trade  unions,  and  we  presume 
that  the  trade  unions  claim,  as  co-operative  societies  do,  that 
they  have  a right  to  decide  what  is  to  be. done  with  their  own 
money.  Minorities  have  frequent  grievances  in  organisations 
directed  by  the  votes  of  a majority  ; but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
any  intervention  along  the  lines  indicated  can  be  logically 
attempted  by  a Government  which,  while  exercising  the  light 
to  rule  the  nation,  holds  office  in  virtue  of  the  votes  of  the 
minority  of  the  electors  who  polled  last  month. 

A CHARGE  AND  A DUTY. 

" The  Fish  Trades  Gazette,”  which  designates  itself  as  the 
official  organ  of  the  National  Sea  Fisheries’  Protection  Associa- 
tion,” heads  its  leading  article  in  the  December  16th  issue  with 
the  words,  ” Co-operators — a Caution.”  The  writer  of  the 
article,  who  is  hopelessly  at  sea  regarding  the  positions  filled 
b}'  co-operative  officials,  makes  reference  to  co-operative  com- 
mittees, and  says  “ there  is  no  doubt  that  some  of  the  local 
committees  aro  most  corrupt.”  There  is  a short  and  easy  way 
in  which  the  journal  can  convince  its  readers  of  the  truth  of 
this  chavge  : — Let  it  name  even  one  committee  to  which  its 
charge  applies. 


THE  SOUTH  WALES  SOCIETIES. 

We  are  glad  to  be  assured  from  several  quarters  that,  hail  as 
things  are  in  South  Wales,  societies  do  not  all  take  the  gloomy 
view  expressed  in  the  communication  sent  us  under  the  authori- 
sation of  the  committee  of  a society  and  published  in  our  columns 
a fortnight  ago.  The  suggestion  that  the  debts  of  the  societies 
to  the  Wholesale  should  be  funded,  struck  11s  at  the  time  it  was 
made^ns  a course  that  might  be  resorted  to  under  two  conditions, 
viz.,  (1)  that  no  other  course  was  possible  ; and  (2)  that  the  plan 
itself  was  possible.  We  staled  that  some  things  were  impossible, 
and  that  we  would  be  surprised  if  that  were  not  one  of  them. 
The  more  one  thiuks  of  that  suggestion  the  less  practicable  the 
plan  appears.  The  C.W.S.  itself  incurred  serious  losses  during 
the  past  eighteen  months.  Its  reserves  were  depleted.  Its 
trade  still  suffeis.  Societies  in  other  parts  of  the  country  arO 
heavily  iudebted  to  it  a9  South  "Wales  societies  are.  It  needs 
money  as  much  as  other  societies  do,  and  it  cannot  call  that 
money  from  the  air.  We  hope  every  co-operator  in  South  W ales 
will  face  the  present  trouble  and  the  future  resolved  to  make 
the  best  use  of  what  limited  resources  he  or  she  has.  By  p"1* 
chasing  their  goods  at  the  store,  however  little  they  can  afford, 
aud  by  wiping  off  their  debt  to  the  societies  by  however  lit-tlo 
instalments,  they  will  help  to  keep  down  the  cost  of  living  and 
to  bring  both  the  retail  society  ami  the  Wholesale  back  to 
old-time  prosperity.  Trading  concerns,  other  than  'the  in- 
operative societies,  have  experienced  difficulties  in  mining 
districts,  ns  the  numerous  bankruptcies  show, 
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Visitors  to  London  at  Christ mas-timo  look 
for  something  exceptional  when  they  attend 
its  theatres.  So  far  as  I can  gather  from 
my  peeps  at  reheal’sals  and  from  what  the 
managers  have  told  me,  there  is  no  reason  why 
anybody  should  be  disappointed.  I can 
promise  a merry  entertainment  or  two,  al- 
though I ought  to  say  right  away  that  it  is 
not  the  pantomimes  which  will  provide  the 
merriest.  Since  the  good  fairy,  the  dashing 
“ boy,”  and  the  bold,  bad  Baron  were  driven 
out  of  Drury-lane  there  has  been  no  difference 
whatsoever  between  the  metropolitan  and  the 
country  pantomime.  Wlmt  London  saw  last 
Boxing  Day  a provincial  city  sees  at  the  end 
of  this  week,  and  what  London  sees  at  the  end 
of  this  week  a provincial  city  will  see  next 
year,  and  so  on. 

Real  Holiday  Attractions. 

All  the  same,  “ Hansel  and  Gfctel,” 
Humperdinck’s  fairy  opera,  sounds  just  the 
thing  for  Bank  Holiday,  when  the  British 
National  Opera  Company  begin  their  latest 
season  at  Covent  Garden.  And,  if  we  are  to. 
let  titles  allure  us,  so  do  “Cinderella”  at  the 
Hippodrome,  and  “ Robinson  Crusoe  ” at 
the  Lj'ceum.  But  (bearing  in  mind  what  L 
have  just  said  about  their  repetition  in  the 
jirovinees)  I think,  if  1 may  suggest  their 
alternatives  without  making  “ odorous  ” com- 
parisons, Sir  James  Barrie’s  “ Peter  Pan  ” 
at  the  St.  James's,  M.  Maeterlinck’s  “ The 
Blue  Bird  ” at  the  Duke  of  York’s,  and  R.  L. 
Stevenson's  "Treasure  Island”  at  the  Strand 
Theatre,  will  give  richer  enjoyment,  because 
they  are  less  possible  to  repeat.  “ Peter 
Pan,”  of  course,  is  not  merely  a production  of 
the  current  season,  although  its  revivals  are 
nowadays  confined  to  London  : it  has  been 
performed  every  Christmas  since  1904,  thus 
creating  a wonderful  theatrical  record,  one 
which  Shakespeare  himself  cannot  equal. 

How  to  Enjoy  “ Peter  pan.” 

The  best  way  to  enjoy  “ Peter  Pan  " (which, 
by  the  way,  is  played  only  at  matinees)  is  to 
take  a child  or  two  with  you.  There  is  nothing 
quite  so  delicious,  so  Christmassy,  in  the  best 
sense,  than  to  witness  their  joyous  welcome 
of  the  comic-  captain  and  the  crocodile  which 
can  always  be  spotted  a mile  off  because  once 
it  swallowed  an  enormous  clock  that  keeps 
on  ticking  loudly  inside  it.  “ The  Blue  Bird  " 
also  is  ■worthy  of  juvenile  patronage,  and  as 
Mr.  Arthur  Bourehier  is  playing  Long  John 
Silver  in  ” Treasure  Island  ” we  seem  to  have 
in  this  interesting  venture  an  entertainment 
to  which  children  might  safely  take  then- 
grown-ups. 

I saw  “ Through  the  Crack  ” last  Christmas 
at  the  Everyman,  Hampstead,  where  such  an 
excellent  impression  was  made  that  Mr. 
Algernon  Blackwood,  its  author.’  ’ has  been 
persuaded  to  arrange  for  a revival  in  the  West 
End.  I can  promise,  therefore,  that  at  the 
Apollo  Theatre  readers  of  all  ages  will  find  a 
beautiful  as  well  as  clever  entertainment. 
Among  the  performers  are  Mr.  Farren  Soutar, 
Mr.  Eric  Lewis,  Miss  Clare  Greet,  and  Miss 
Muriel  Pratt,  an  interview  with  whom  was 
reported  in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” last 
week.  Another  charming  revival  is  that  of 
“ The  Windmill  Man,”  by  Mr.  Frederick 
Bowyer,  at  afternoon  performances  in  the 
Victoria  Palace,  opposite  Victoria  Station. 
I remember  with  the  keenest  enjoyment  a 
character  called  “ The  Mad  Gardener,”  im- 
personated by  Mr.  Bert  Coote,  the  drolliest 
of  the  droll,  in  this  piece  twelve  months  ago. 
Mr.  Coote  is  to  perform  the  part  again,  sur- 
rounded by  some  of  Madame  Italia  Conti’s 
clever  children.  After  Barrie,  Maeterlinck, 
and  Stevenson,  1 do  not  think  a better  choice 
can  be  made  of  a seasonable  show  than  between 
“ The  Windmill  Man  ” and  “ Through  the 
Crack.” 

A Charming  Fairy  Play. 

One  of  the  entertainments  I have  men- 
tioned js  advertised  as  “the  most  charming 
fairy  play  with  a moral  appealing  to  children 
and  equally  popular  with  adults  . . . 
beautiful  story  . . . delightful  music 
. . . enchanting  scenery  and  effects.”  Well, 

the  description  might  apply  equally  to  tlio 
rest  of  the , Christmas  entertainments  in 
London  during  the  next  few  weeks ; “ Alico 
in  Wonderland,”  for  example,  at  the  Court, 
and  “Where  the  Rainbow  Ends”  at  the 
Hoi  born  Empire.  Never  has  the  Christmas 
play  reached  so  high  an  artistic  and  general 


average.  But  I have  especially  in  mind  as 
“ a charming  fairy  ploy  with  a moral  appealing 
to  children  ” the  production  at  the  matinee 
performances  of  the  Regent  Theatre,  where, 
of  course,  “ The  Immortal  Hour  ” still  occupies 
the  evening  bill.  Mr.  Barry  V.  Jackson  has 
written  this  afternoon  play,  calling  it  “ The 
Christmas  Party.”  Who  the  guests  might 
be  a mere  grown-up  could  never  imagine.  I 
can  only  suggest  that  readers  ask  some 
youngster  of  seven  or  eight  years  what  sort  of 
folic  lie  or  she  would  invite  to  a party  if  the 
selection  were  absolutely  unrestricted.  What 
rioting  flights  the  imagination  would  take  of 
even  an  ordinary  child  ! " The  Christmas 
Party  ” at  the  Regent  is  a super-flight,  to  be 
seen  if  it  would  be  believed. 

Antique  favourites  like  “Charley’s  Aunt” 
(Royalty)  and  “The  Private  Secretary” 
(Playhouse)  will  leaven  the  ordinary  theatrical 
fare,  but  if  I am  to  confine  myself  to  enter- 
tainments which  are  not  usually  to  be  seen 
outside  the  capital  I must  finish  off  this  pre- 
liminary survey  with  a reference  to  “ Sweet 
Lavender  ” at  the  Ambassadors,  the  two 
circuses  at  the  Crystal  Palace  and  Olympia, 
and  the  Douglas  Fairbanks’  film  of  “ Robin 


Hood  ” at  the  Pavilion.  And  O,  I was  for- 
getting a unique  sort  of  show  which  is  promised 
at  the  Palladium  for  the  week  following  Boxing 
Day.  “ Veterans  of  Variety,”  it  has  been 
christened,  and  the  plan  is  to  bring  together 
some  of  the  old-time  music-hall  favourites, 
comedians  and  comediennes,  who  for  our 
generation  are  nothing  but  names.  Pathetic, 
it  will  be,  and  yet  how  interesting  to  the 
frequenter  of  the  new-style  variety  show. 
Among  those  discovered  in  their  retirement 
and  engaged  to  give  their  old  turn  are  Louie 
Freear,  who  will  probably  sing  “ I Want  to 
bo  a Lidy,”  and  Tom  Costello  in  “ At  Trinity 
Church  I met  my  Doom.”  We  have  all  met 
the  old-time  music-hall  patron  with  his 
perpetual  sigh  for  the  shining  glories  to  which 
the  new-fangled  turn  is  a mere  farthing  dip ; 
we  are  sure  to  meet  him  again  at  the  Palladium. 
The  audience,  therefore,  is  sure  to  be  as  unique 
as  the  performance  itself.-  Both  are  possible 
in  London,  but  nowhere  else. 


[Continued  from  third  column.] 

The  Order  laid  on  the  table  last  Thursday 
week  would  have  come  into  lull  operation  on 
January  1st  instead  of  July  1st  but  for  Mr. 
Alexander’s  prompt  motion  to  present  an 
address  to  tlie  King  requesting  him  to  annul 
the  Order  altogether.  Tlio  delay  will  be  a 
great  convenience  to  societies  and  to  the 
trade  generally,  and  represents  on©  of  the 
chief  sueoesses  of  the  Co-operative  Party  in 
the  short  session.  Societies  must  keep 
themselves  right  on  the  “bacteria  count” 
and,  in  the  meantime,  societies  installing 
plant  should  obtain  a guarantoo  from  the 
makers  that  the  plant  does  conform  to  the 
Minister’s  definition. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  are  dealing 
with  a number  of  points  involved,  and  will 
communicate  with  societies  when  replies 
have  been  rooeived  from  tho  Ministry. 


' The  weather-cock  on  the  church  spire  had 
held  his  lofty  position  with  dignity  and  grace 
.for  a long  number  of  years.  Not  once  had  he 
changed  his  plumage,  and  even  in  his  well 
weather-beaten  habit,  he  was  looked  up  to 
daily  by  a thousand  eyes  with  generous 
regard  and  devotion.  Perched  up  proudly 
a couple  of  hundred  feet  on  the  apex  of  the 
church  spire  he  commanded  an  unchallenged 
view  of  the  large  town  beneath  and  of  the 
country  district  for  many  miles  around. 
For  at  least  a century-and-a-half  he  had,  with 
the  aid  of  the  peal  of  bells  within  the  steeple, 
been  the  chanticleer  of  more  than  fifty  thou- 
sand dawns,  and  had  watched  the  declining 
rays  of  the  setting  sun  a like  number  of  times. 
He  had  watched  the  busy  town  by  day, 
.watched  its  remarkable  growth  and  expansion 
from  a village  to  a large  manufacturing  town, 
and  knew  all  the  principal  inhabitants — rich 
and  poor — and  kept -vigil  at  night  when  the 
sleeping  population— some  in  palatial  bed- 
chambers and  others  in  shameful  hovels— took 
their  night's  rest  preparatory  for  the  next 
day’s  toil. 

All  this  had  gone  on,  as  we  have  said,  for 
at  least  a century-and-a-half,  and  yet  the 


PASTEURISED  MILK 

AN  AWKWARD  ORDER. 

DELAY  WON  BY  CO-OPERA- 
TIVE PARTY. 

With  regard  to  the  order  made  under 
Section  3 of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Amend- 
ment Act,  co-operative  societies  dealing 
with  milk  will  do  well  to  inform  them- 
selves of  its  provisions.  It  is  important 
for  societies  to  know  that  milk  can  only  he 
sold  as  pasteurised  after  January  1st  with  a 
license.  Application  should  he  made  at  on-e 
to  the  local  authority  in  tlie  area  in  which 
the  milk  is  to  he  distributed  for  such  a 
license.  Special  attention  is  directed  to  the 
condition  set  out  in  Part  4 of  Schedule  3. 
In  this  connection,  as  a result  of  the  pres- 
sure brought  by  Air,  Alexander,  who  is  to 
be  commended  for  bis  foresight  and  prompt- 
ness in  the  matter,  tlie  Solicitor-General 
made  the  following  statement  before  the 
House  rose : — 

“ Until  the  first  day  of  July,  1923,  the  pro- 
visions contained  in  paragraphs  I and  2 of 
the  conditions  shall  be  deemed  to  be  satisfied 
if  the  milk  is  treated  not  more  than  one©  by 
a suitable  heating  process,  and  immediately 
cooled  to  not  more  than  50  deg.  Fall.” 

This  means  in  effect  that  July  1st  is  the 
new  date  from  which  the  plant  of  the  1 ‘ posi- 
tive holder”  must  lie  used  if  milk  is  to  be 
described  and  sold  as  pasteurised  milk.  It 
is  very  important  for  societies  to  know  that 
from  January  1st  milk  sold  as  pasteurised 
must  not  be  heated  twice,  and  must  conform 
to  a bacterial  standard  of  not  more  than 
50,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre. 

[Continued  at  foot  of  previous  column.] 


faithful  bird  grew  not  tired  or  old  in  his  con* 
slant  watch,  In  nil  weather,  fair  or  foul,  by 
night  and  by  day,  he  was  eveF  constant  and 
never  failed  in  his  duty. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  he  had 
a long  and  a wonderful  story  at  his  command 
—too  long  to  relate  in  detail  here— so  that 
nothing  more  than  just  one  episode  can  be 
recorded— just  one  of  tragic  human  interest. 

It  was  on  the  eve  of  Christmas  (and  this 
gallant  little  fellow  could  boast  of  having 
witnessed,  at  least,  a-hunclred-and-fifty  of 
them),  and  the  moon  shone  out  brightly  across 
the  vast  starlit  sky.  During  the  day  he  had 
been  looking  southward,  across  the  moors 
which  separated  this  large  town  from  one 
still  largefc  eight  miles  distant,  but  at  nightfall 
a summons  from  Boreas  swung  him  right 
about  and  directed  his  gaze  across  the  town. 
He  watched  the  brightly  lighted  streets  and 
shops  and  the  throngs  of  people  who  wandered 
up  and  down  and  in  and  out  ; he  saw  the  large 
■factories  close  down  into  darkness,  and  peered 
into  the  rooms  of  the  houses  where  families 
were  gathered. 

What,  a spectacle  of  contrasts !' In  the 
rich  man’s  house  peace  and  plenty  reigned — 
a host  of  people  assembled  in  gaily-decorated 
rooms  with  a well-spread  board,  and  numbers 
of  happy  children  were  all  laughter,  song,  and 
merriment,  and  exchanging  luxurious  'and 
costly  presents.  In  other  houses  there  were 
similar  scenes  on  a less  elaborate  scale.  Then 
there  was  the  poor  man  s house,  where  poverty 
and  want  held  sway,  and  where  the  very 
necessities  of  life  were  lacking.  Alas ! there 
was  no  evidence  of  the  season  of  festivity 
and  merriment.  Many  poor  little  boys  and 
girls  were  there  with  little  white,  pinched 
faces,  wanting  food,  clothing,  and  proper 
warmth  and  shelter.  And  even  one  more 
worse  sight  ! He  saw  the  lonely  streets  with 
IiujucIcm  women  and  c-hildreu  wandering  about 
hungry,  cold,  starving,  and  destitute— Jives 
wretched  and  hopeless  in  which  there  was  no 
meaning,  no  outlook,  and  no  happiness.  All 
this,  and  more,  the  weather-cock  saw  on  this 
eve  of  Christmas. 

When  tlie  hour  of  midnight  sounded  and  the 
birth  of  tinother  Christmas  Day  was  heralded 
with  its  old  message  of  Peace  and  Goodwill, 
snow  began  to  fall.  The  weather-cock  was 
covered  with  a white  mantle  at  daybreak, 
and  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
looked  up  at  him  with  joy,  but  njany  others 
gazed  up  sadly  at  him,  shivered,  and  wandered 
along  their  lonely  path. 


TIDE  ON  THE  TURN. 

C.VV.S.  QUARTERLY  REPORT. 
CARRIAGE  OX  ELOL’R. 

The  C.V’.S.  report  for  the  thirteen  weeks 
ended  September  23rd,  which  will  be  con- 
sidered at  the  meetings  to  be  held  on 
January  6th  and  13th,  1923,  shows  a de- 
crease in  turnover.  The  sales  for  the 
thirteen  weeks  were  £15. 538,846.  a decrease 
of  £3.395,014,  or  17;  per  cent,  on  the  cor- 
responding" period  of  last  year.  The  total 
suppliet,  from  the  various  productive  works 
for  the  thirteen  weeks  were  £5.176,001,  a 
decrease  of  £1,196,645,  or  18jJ  per  cent. 

In  the  banking  department  the  deposits 
and  withdrawals  for  the  thirteen  weeks 
amounted  to  £115,712.263,  as  compared 
with  £127,849,969  in  tlie  corresponding 
period  of  last  year,  being  a decrease  of 
£12.137,706,  or  92  per  cent.  The  number 
of  current  accounts  is  as  follows: — Co- 
operative, 1.022;  trade  unions  and  friendly 
societies.  7,975;  clubs  and  other  mutual 
organisations,  2, SOS;  individuals.  3,971. 

The  committee  recommend  the  grant  of 
goods  to  the  value  of  £100  to  the  Asia. 
Minor  Refugees’  British  Relief  Fund, 
Patras,  Greece;  and  grants  of  100  guineas 
to  tlie  Edward  Owen  Greening  Testimonial 
Fund,  and  £100  to  the  Haig  Pit  Disaster 
Fund. 

Tl>c  resolutions  passed  at  recent  meetings 
regarding  a card  system  of  voting,  and 
tlie  method  of  election  of  the  directors, 
have  been  under  consideration,  but  the 
directors  report  that  they  have  not  been 
able  to  evolve  satisfactory  schemes  up  to 
the  present,  and  $hyv  will  report  to  tho 
next  quarterly  meeting. 

There  are  two  notices  of  motion  of  im- 
portance from  societies.  Mansfield  and 
Sutton  Society  want  Hour  to  be  sold  at 
carriage  paid  rates,  and  the  Guildford 
Society  want  future  quarterly  meetings  of 
the  C.W.S.  to  commence %at  1 p.m. 


HOW  WE  KNOW  CHRISTMAS  APPROACHES. 
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AMONG  OUR 
EMPLOYEES. 

h 

By  EX-COUNTERMAN. 

THE  rsRT  OF 

SELLING 

AND  THE  USES  OF 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

I have  just  returned  from  a very  short 
business  visit  to  London,  and  one  ot  tlio 
things  which  impressed  me  as  I walked  about 
a-mile-and-a-half  down  one  main  street  "as 
that  practically  every  building  was  a centre 
of  attraction  fer  the  passer-by.  Of  course, 
it  was  nearing  Christmas  and  t.ie  snop- 
keepers  bad  made  special  efforts  to  captuie 
the  hearts  and  the  purses  of  “ sbpPrM'indow 
gazers.”  I was  not  shopping,  but  I had  to 
slop  very  often  to  admire  the  beautiful 
things  displayed. 

Co-operation  Conspicuous? 

Evidences  of  the  existence  of  the  co-open- 
tive  movement  are  not  to  be  found  in  this 
thoroughfare — or  in  most  others— -and  it 
makes  one  pause  and  wonder  whether  co- 
operation is  progressing  as  fast  as  private 
trade  appears  to  be  doing. 

The  Uses  of  Advertising. 

What  are  the  reasons  fer  this  state  of 
affairs? 

■\\  herever  one  turns,  advertisements, 
great  and  small,  moving  or  fixed,  brilliant 
and  illuminated,  even  during  daylight 
hours,  force  themselves  upon  our  notice,  and 
we  find  ourselves  unconsciously  repeating 
the  lesson  which  the  advertisement  is  meant 
to  teach.  Co-operators  are  quite  right,  of 
course,  when  they  rav  that  advertisements 
me  costly  thing-  1 greatly  add  to  the 
price  of  the  articl  advertised.  Mono  we 
nil  loyal  co-operat  v i v little  money  need 
he  spent  in  that  way,  hut  no  one  knows 
better  than  co-c  | ative  employees  who 
stand  and  wait  belli  •!  the  counter,  h w diffi- 
cult it  is  to  sell  jsj  co-operative-made 
goods  whose  name-  ve  not  confronted  the 
consumers  at  even  turn,  ■ 

We  Should  Follow  -a  t. 

Whilst  lecogni'-  tl:  • sheer  was fe  of  co- 
operative . adjr«rt  . . - t iom  aft  economic 
- point  of  view,  it  v : have  to  ho  done  lunch 
more  extensively  a ■ rev  to  get.  the  trade 
of  the  “people  ii  e - reet  ” (in  the  Jiope 
they  " ill  underst  i i i t-  real  meaning  of 
co-operation  ldtei  i ' 

The  Effect  Upon  £ ' deyees. 

More  attention  : ! • b'ight  packing  and 

advertising  ©f  co-  i u ve-made  goods  tends 
*o  encourage  tli  al  Shopmen  when 
dressing  Tvift.dc">  i t ' nly  at  this  season, 
but:nll  the  year  i • -i  ul.  look  askance  at  a 
tin  or  packet  wi;  h*(l  05  not  in  its  size, 
shape,  pr  colour.  1 ml  itself  to  display. 
Many  outside  i ''timers  ‘ are  expert 
psychologists 'in  t - • things' and  go  to  so 
much  expense  in  p ling  a'  thing  ex- 
quisitely that  -ometimes.  wonders 

whither  the  box  i not  often  worth  mb  re 
than  the  content- 

There  are  -imu.y  p pie,  employees  in- 
i'ludd,  who  bob  tb if  the  ckl-estab- 
lished  trad©  aLiractoi  — dividend  — was 
dethroned  and  tpade  done  tin  the  lines 
adopted  by  competitors.' the  private  trader 
would  find*  himself  unable  to  go  one  bitter 
(or  cheaper)  than  the  stores. 

Willing  Staffs  Essential. 

Whore  a society  has  no  mill-stone  arouiid- 
its  luck  in  the  shape  of  costly  buildings  out 
of  all  proportion  to  their  membership  and 
resources  and  where  “human”  manage- 
ment is  allowed  full  nc  • p?,  there  is  no  re.is-m 
even  in  these  days  to  pull  a long  face. 
Whilst  in  London  on.  the  visit  mentioned  at 
the  head  of  these  nates,  I picked  up  a: news- 
paper and  ii iy  eye  once  fell  upon  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  personal  paragraph. 

“.Air,  ciftployer  in  London  whose  staff 
numbers . ..siivernj  thousands,  writes  -me: 

1 I think  any  staff  in  England,  if  treated 
with  justice,  fairness,  and  respect,  will 
respond.  All  these  things  the  stiff  is 
entitled  to,  but  too  often  do  not  receive. 
So  much  depends  upon  the  personality  of 
the  employer,  upon  his  purpose  and  out- 
look, upon  his  education  in  human  nature.’ 

I,  too,  sometime^  think  that  every  problem 
is  at  t'-a  nvprobkin  of  personality.” 

Difficulties  to  Overcome. 

There  are  difficult  s in  co-operative  shops 
which  are  not  found  in  private  trade.  Ask 
a co-operative  counterman  who  is  lii.s  boss, 
and’  lie  will  at  oik.-  ,:<\\  “I  have  scores  of 
’em.”  The  fact  is  that  co-operative  cus- 
tomers, in  the  main,  assume  a proprietary 
interest  in  tlie  shops  which  they  would  not 
think  of  doing  wL  -n  entering  a private 
establishment.  They  have  a right  to  make 
known  fli-ir  proprietorship,  cf  course,  hut 
too  rim  \ “ bosses”  are  as  bad  for  the 
assistants  ns  too  familiar  employees  are  had 
for  the  conduct  of  the  shop,. 

Another  difficulty  often  met  with  is  the 
( ramped  space  in  which  a big  trade  has  to 
be  done.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  tfyat 
there  line  infthy'  co-operative  shops  doing  a ‘ 
trade  of  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  per 
"eek  which' are'  not  laid  (>ut  for  half  that 
turnover  1 ' 


The  plan  of  relieving  branch  shops  by 
opening  up  central  warehouses  for  the  pack- 
ing up  of  weekly  orders  for  delivery  by  van 
or  lorry  is  very  successful  in  some  societies. 
It  not  only  relieves  the  branch  shops,  giv- 
ing them  jnore  space  for  their  over-the- 
counter  trade  but  reduces  the  volume  of 
goods  transported  in  bulk  from  central  ware- 
house to  branches.  Rut  above  all  there  is 
the  necessity  for  keepiug  a stuff  sufficient  in 
number  and  of  undoubted  efficiency  to  cope 
with  the  trade  which  < nines  to  the  shop,  and 
to  attract  some  of  the  trfule  which  con- 
stantly goes  past  the  premises.  * 

It  goes  without  saying,  of  course,  that  a 
gj>.\-it  deal  rests  with  the  employees  them- 
selves as  to  whether  they  are  n success  as 
salesmen  and  saleswomen. 

A Welcoming  Smile. 

To  make  shopping  a pleasant  duty  for  the 
customer  is  the  aim  of  the  true  salesman, 
and  where  a little  waiting  may  be  necessary 
during  rush  hours,  a little  passing  attention 
keeps  th»  prospective  customer  in  an 
amiable  humour. 

The  reason  people  pass  one  door 
To  patronise  another  store, 

Is  not  because  the  busier  place 
Has  better  silks,  or  gloves,  or  lace, 

Or  cheaper  prices,  hut  it  lies 
In  pit-using  words  and  smiling  eyes. 

The  only  difference,  I believe, 

Is  the  treatment  folks  receive. 

“ points  for  the  Board-room  ” will  appear 
next  week. 


WHAT  OUR  READERS  THINK. 

[To  the  Editor,  “Co-operative  News.”] 


The  Workers'  Guilds. 

Sir, — I am  in  perfect  agreement  with  Mr* 
G.  D.  H.  Cole's  view  that  the  relation  be- 
tween The  co-operative  movement  and  its 
employees  is  wrong,  and  that  the  guild 
system,  in  conjunction  with  co-operative 
sVcieties,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  is  the 
only  system  to  provide  the  means  of  pro- 
duction as  a real  social  service  and  yet  give 
expression  to  the  community  as  consumers. 

Had  the  working-class  movements  of  trade 
unionism  and  co-operation  been  more  social 
in  their  outlook  instead  of  sectional  and  de- 
fensive' on  one  hand  and  acquisitive  on  the 
other  the  guild  system,  born  over  sixteen 
years  ago,  would  have  met'. with  more  atten- 
tion, and  would  have  been  a living  force 
to-day. 

Industrialism,  destroying  the  creative 
spirit  in  men,  and  making  them  cogs  in  a 
vast  mechanism,  dominates  even  the  ideals 
of  those  out  for  a better  system  of  society. 
The  guild  movement  is  the  greatest  move- 
ment the  workers  have  formed : it  gives 
them  control  of  their  only  asset,  their 
labour,  and  is  .real  cc-operation.— Yours, 
Ac.,  Olive  Bennett. 

C.W.S.  Chocolates  tho  Best. 

Sir, — At  a meeting  of  the  Grocery 
Managers'  Association  in  London,  a few 
weeks  ago,  they  decided  to  ask  societies  to 
form  “ Christmas  chocolate  clubs,  and  that 
our  C.W.S.  make  and  supply  the  boxes  of 
chocolates.” 

It  would  be  interesting  to  the  movement 
if  the  manager  of  the  Luton  cocoa  factory 
would  supply  the  readers  of  the  “ News  ” 
with  the  number  of  tons  made,  and  how 
many  boxes  and  sizes  were  sent  to  the 
societies  for  their  chocolate  club  members. 
(The  chocolates  were  a treat.) 


TO  ENSURE  THIS 

J)rin/( 

C.W.S.  7)igesiive  CVcr  2 ~ips 

THIS  CHRISTMASTIDE. 


If  all  the  societies  have  done  the  same 
ns  the  Plymouth  Society  grocery  branches 
tho  result  would  be  an  eye-opener  to  all  of 
us.  On  every  hand  we  hear  nothing  but 
praise  for  the  way  the  chocolates' are  made 
and  packed. 

Has  the  foresight  of  the  grocery  man- 
agers in  asking  societies  to  form  C.W.S. 
Christmas  chocolate  clubs  provided  a 
record? — Yours,  &c., 

S.  J.  Brain. 

Plymouth,  December  9th,  1922. 

The  Wholesale's  Big  “ Ad.” 

Sir, — According  to  the  “ Co-operative 
News,”  the  C.W.S.  is  shortly  to  occupy, 
for  one  day,  the  front  page  of  the  “ Daily 
Mail  ” for  the  purpose  of  a co-operative 
advertisement. 

That  is  a move  in  the  right  direction,  and 
I hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
movement  will  embark  on  a vigorous  cam- 
paign, employing  all  the  principal  news- 
papers of  the  country. — Yours,  &c., 

C.  Smethurst, 

Publicity  Organiser,  Manchester  and 
Salford  Society. 

Sin, — Congratulations  to  the  C.W.S. 
directors  on  their  new  venture — the  forth- 
coming advertisement  in  the  “ Daily  Mail.” 

Tk>  keep  our  movement  abreast  of  the 
times  we  must  advertise;  and  so  long  as  the 
rank  and  file  continue  to  read  the  capi- 
talistic papers  in  preference  to  their  own, 
we  shall  have  to  advertise  in  those  papers  to 
make  our  advertising  worth  while. — Yours, 

&c.,  j.  a 

Forest  Town,  Mansfield. 

Prussianism. 

Sir, — If  there  is  one  thing  which  aston- 
ishes and  revolts  a real  co-operator  it  is 
when  C.W.S.  quarterly  meeting  is  dominated 
by  extremists.  This  was  the  ease  when  the 
C.W.S.  directors  were  bullied  into  imposing 
compulsory  trade  unionism  upon  C.W.S. 
employees.  The  directors  realised  the  un- 
reasonableness of  it.  Even  the  slight  con- 
cession asked  was  refused,'!  and  so  men  of 
from  sixty  to  seventy  years  of  age,  buyers 
and  heads  of  departments,  and  others  who 
had  been  content  with  the  just  administra- 
tion of  the  board,  have  been  forced  into 
joining  a union  by  loud-voiced  men  who  are 
trade  unionists  first  .and  co-operators  a long 
way  after. 

1 have  been  in. the  employ  of  the  C.W.S. 
for  upwards  of  twenty-four  years.  I have 
never  joined 'a  union.  I have  felt  no  need' of 
doing  so. I confess  I do  not.  find  .m\y?ell 
overpaid.  1 confess  I can  see  ways  in  which 
outside  employees  are  sometimes  better  off 
than  myself  (say  in  extended  holidays,  ac- 
cording to  length  of  sen-ice ; three  weeks 
after  ten  years’, service,  four  after  twenty; 
not  unknown  even  in  Manchester;  or  even 
three  weeks  after  twenty  years) ; but  I liave 
been  content  to  regard  the  C.W.S.  board 
as  just  masters. 

This  one-eyed  policy  forced  down  co-opera- 
tive throats  was  really  an  insult  to  the 
directors.  I venture  to  think  its  promoters 
would  be  the  first  to  squeal  if  it  was  decided 
that  every  employee  must,  be  a purchasing 
member  of  a society. — Yours,  Arc., 

An  Old  Employee. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Bedford  P6llard. — Article  next  week  if 
possible.  > • 

“ Unconvinced  ” (Liverpool). — Of  course, 
we  would  object  to  the  application  of  the 
Capital  Levy  to  the  capital  of  co-operative 
societies,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  was 
not  proposed  to  levy  the  Capital  of  tiny  com- 
pany. The  levy  was  to  apply  only  to  indi- 
vidual fortunes  over  £5,001).  and  only  to. the 
amount  by  which  that  sum  was  exceeded. 

“ C.  W.”— We  have  done  something  for 
“ Esperanto  ” in  our  time,  but  the  Esper- 
autists  have  apparently  no  interest  in  the 
“News’!  except  as  a medium-  for  free 
publicity. 

“ .Viatorv” — We  see  “No  More  War  ” 
regularly. 

100  Per  Cf(nt.  Co-operator. — Mr.  Green- 
ing’s'article  wa«  not  intended  to  be  oontro- 
versial.  It  was  simply  an  appreciation  of  a 
co-operator  with  a world-wide  reputation-, 
which  is-  surely  permissible. 

Co-operator  (Manchester). — No  room  this 
week.  , . 

An  Oi.d  C’o-operator. — We  can  only  voice 
your  complaint.  We  cannot  explain  why  the 
C.W.S.  diary  should  have  the  coupon  of  A 
private  insurance  company'. 


— ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORF  — 


BALANCE  SHEETS  AND 

ANNUAL  RETURNS. 

PROGRESS  BY  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 

A MEETING  of  the  committee  considering 
the  standard  balance  sheet  and  the  form 
of  annual  return  to  the  Registrar  was  held 
on  Thursday,  last  week,  with  Alderman  F. 
Hayward  in  the  chair.  Progress  on  both 
mntters  was  reported,  and  the  committee 
hope  to  finish  their  work  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, which  has  been  fixed  for  January  11th. 


T)kckm  nun,  23,  1022. 
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ONE  OF  THE  SAFEST 

SOCIETIES. 

AIR.  MILLERCHIP’S  TRIBUTE  TO 
BANBURY. 

NEW  PREMISES  AT 
LEAMINGTON  SPA. 

At  the  opening  ceremony  on  Tuesday  last, 
everybody  was  saying  what  a splendid  im- 
provement to  High-street  was  made  by  the 
new  stoic  of  the  Banbury  Society.  The  cere- 
mony took  place  under  pleasant  weather 
conditions  in  the  presence  of  a large  crowd  of 
members  and  the  general  public. 

The  president  of  the  society  (Mr.  J.  T. 
Mascord)  said  the  premises  they  were  opening 
that  day  were  second  to  none  even  in  a town 
of  fine  shops  like  Leamington.  It  was  satis- 
factory t6  know  that  the  growth  of  membership 
and  trade  warranted  their  removal  from 
Clenjens-street  to  the  new  premises,  but  the 
Leamington  members  would  be  expected  to 
do  their  part  to  ensure  success.  It  was  some 
twelve  months  ago  that  the  committee  decided 
to  extend'  co-operation  in  Leamington,  with 
the  help  of  local  members.  The  new  enterprise 
had  cost  something  like  £§,500,  and  Leaming- 
ton co-operators  should  put  their1  shoulder 
to  the  wheel  in  order  to  bring  to  the  society 
the  greatest  prosperity.  He  had  much 
pleasure  in  asking  Mr.  Montgomery,  the 
oldest  co-operator  in  Leamington,  so  far  as 
they  knew,  to  declare  the  premises  open. 

Tea  and  Concert  Meeting. 

After  the  opening  ceremony  the  party 
adjourned  to  the  Urquhart  Hall  where  tea 
was  served  to  upwards  of  500N  people,  the 
catering  being  carried  out  by  the  society 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Women’s  and  Men’s 
Guilds. 

In  the  evening  a big  concert-meeting  was 
held  in  the  same  hall  which  was  full  to  over- 
flowing. The  musical  entertainment,  which 
was  of  a high-class  order,  and  provided  by 
local  friends  of  the  society,  was  much  appre- 
ciated, and  an  address  was  delivered  by  Mr. 
W.  Millcrchip  (Midland  Sectional  Board). 

Shrewd  and  Intelligent  Committeemen. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Air.  Millcrchip 
said  Banbury  was  not  only  one  of  the  most 
progressive  societies,  but  also  one  of  the  oldest 
and  best  managed,  as  well  as  one  of  the  safest 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  He  had  personally 
known  the  society  for  more  years  than  he 
cared  to  remember,  and  he  had  always  found 
tho  committee  keen,  careful,  cautious,  shrewd, 
and  intelligent  men — the  sort  of  men  who, 
when  dealing  with  money  entrusted  to  them, 
were  likely  to  be  more  careful  than  if  the  whole 
of  the  money  was  their  own.  That  being  the 
case  he  hoped  the  Leamington  people  would 
have  absolute  confidence  in  their  committee 
and  would  do  their  best  to  support  them  by 
giving  the  society  the  whole  of  their  trade  and 
investing  all  their  savings  with  the  institution, 
backed  by  the  surest  knowledge  of  its  safety 
and  security.  Concluding,  lie  said  the  solu- 
tion for  their  social  problems  in  which  Robert 
Owen  had  so  much  confidence  was  the  only 
solution  which  had  been  tested  by  experience 
and  found  satisfactory.  Owen’s  proposals 
were  based  on  the  principles  of  co-operation, 
and  they  could  not  expect  to  find  relief  in  any 
other  direction.  The  history  of  a hundred 
years  ago  was  repeating  itself  because  those 
in  authority  were  opposed  to  co-operative 
principles,  and  it  was  for  co-operators  to 
replace  competition  by  co-operation. 

A comprehensive  vote  of  thanks  was  moved 
by  Mr.  G.  E.  Griffiths  (propagandist  orgftniscr), 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  A-  Turbitt  (management 
committee),  who  testified  to  the  benefit  which 
he  had  received  during  the  many  years  he  had 
been  a member  of  the  Banbury  Society.  The 
great  value  of  co-operation,  he  said,  wus  that 
it  did  not  matter  how  much  individual  benefit 
they  received  it  did  not  come  out  of  anybody 
else,  and  they  all  hail  the  same  opportunity 
to  become  the  owners  of  their  own  houses  and 
to  secure  almost  unlimited  advantages  through 
membership  in  a co-operative  society. 


A highly  successful  propaganda  meeting 
was  held  at  Longford  on  Monday,  last  week. 
As  recently  mentioned  in  the  “ Co-operative 
News,”  tlie  educational  committee  of  the 
Derby  Society  have  met  with  opposition  in 
this  lwimlet  in  connection  with  accommoda- 
tion for  the  continuance  of  the  society’s 
junior  class,  but  the  difficulties  have  been 
successfully  overcome.  Several  speeches 
were  well  received,  and  musical  items  by 
members  of  the  choir  were  rendered.  Dur- 
ing the  evening  the  prizes  and  certificates 
in  connection  with  last  session’s  class  wore 
distributed  by  the  chairman  (Mr.  A.  Scot- 
ton).  Some  ' i f the  youngsters  walked  a 
distance  of  four  miles  to  receive  them. 


SOME  PERTINENT 

QUESTIONS. 

RELATIONS  OF  COMMITTEES  AND 
STAFFS. 

LEICESTER  EMPLOYEES' 
SCHOOL. 

Following  the  discussion  of  the  report 
given  at  Leicester  of  tho  Woodbrook  week- 
end school,  held  in  August  last,  it  was  generally 
felt  that  a further  similar  school  was  desirable, 
and  that  the  same  lecturer,  Air.  Will  Rogers 
(Northampton)  should  bo  invited  to  repeat 
his  two  leetuvos  at  Leicester,  with  a view  to 
obtaining  a better  proportion  of  representation 
of  the  employees  in  the  Leicester  area,  and  also 
for  further  discussion  of  this  vital  question. 

This  school  was  therefore  arranged  for 
December  10th,  under  tho  auspices  of  the 
Leicester  Society’s  educational  committee 
and  the  Leicester  branch  of  the  N.U.D.A.W- 

For  the  first  lecture,  Responsibilities  of 
Employees  to  the  Movement,”  Mr.  C.  C. 
Robinson  (Midland  Council  N.U.D.A.W.) 
was  in  the  chair,  and  he  expressed  his  pleasure 
to  find  a trade  union  branch  which  regarded 
education  ns  an  important  subject. 

Air.  Rogers  contended  that  tlie  question  of 
payment  in-  return  for  services  rendered 
would  always  remain  unsolved,  so  long  as 
one  section  of  the  community  paid  monetary 
investment,  and  bought  the  employment  of 
someone  clse’s  labour.  That  was  one  weak 
point  in  the  Rochdale  system  of  trade — that 
one  section  was  looking  for  dividend.  That 
was  tho  cause  of  the  awkwardness  of  the 
position.  They  were  trying  to  apply  ethics 
inside  a rotten  state  of  economics.  Never- 
theless, the  movement  had  succeeded  in  giving 
a different  employment,  as  between  employer 
and  employee. 

A Few  Points. 

Air.  Rogers  summarised  his  points  as 
follows : — 

1.  Does  the  co-operative  movement  offer 

any  inducement  for  service  to  tho 
employee,  higher  than  that  which 
we  get  in  the  competitive  world  7 

2.  Do  we  lack  salesmanship  ? Have  we 

as  good  discipline,,  and  are  we  as 
courteous  and  civil  as  in  private 
trade  ? 

3.  Is  the  N.U.D.A.W.  living  up  to  its 

highest  possibilities  inside  the  move- 
ment, and  is  it  doing  its  best  to 
create  the  co-operative  conscience  ? 

4.  Can  we  find  a way  to  a common  plat- 

form, whereon  the  employee,  and 
every  other  part  of  the  movement  may 
come,  so  as  to  make  this  triangle — 
employees,  board  of  management, 
and  members — tho  strongest  triangle 
of  association  we  can  find  in  the 
country  ? 

More  than  an  hour  was  devoted  to  questions 
and  discussions,  views  being  expressed  from 
both  sides ; but  Mr.  Rogers  was  well  equal 
to  the  occasion,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  note 
the  splendid  spirit  throughout. 

Seventy  students  attended  this  lecture. 

Cold  luncheon  was  served  when  the  dis- 
cussion closed. 

Committees  and  Employees. 

The  socond  session  of  the  school  was  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Boulter  (educational 
committee). 

Mr.  Rogers  proceeded  with  his  second 
lecture,  “ Responsibilities  of  Management 
Committees  to  the  Employees.”  The  first 
qualification  of  a member  of  a board  of  manage- 
ment, ho  said,  was  to  properly  understand 
the  truest  meaning  of  the  word  “ Co-operation”; 
and  in  combination  with  this  knowledge 
they  needed  a level  head,  in  order  to  bo  able 
to  thoroughly  and  properly  examine  matters 
as  they  cam  along.  The  time  had  arrived 
when  every  candidate  should  first  have  to 
pass  a test  in  tho  knowledge  of  co-operation 
and  business  methods  generally.  There 
should  ho  no  maud!  in  g,  silly,  sentimentality 
on  the  hoards. 

Tho  success  of  every  concern  depended 
upon  the  typo  of  service  received  from  tho 
people  who  did  the  everyday  services.  Socie- 
ties had  been  far  too  grandmotherly  in  the 
way  they  had  built  up  their  staffs.  The 
effect  of  tho  “ dead  hand  ” was  upon  them. 
It  was  a right  and  proper  thing  for  a mother 
to  desire  her  son  to  become  an  omployee  of  a 
<10- operative  society,  but  they  should  not 
overlook  the  capabilities  of  tho  youth  before 
giving  him  employment.  Tlie  system  of 
“ wage  for  age  ” for  young  people  was  wrong  ; 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


USEFUL  PROPAGANDA. 

PETERBOROUGH  SOCIETY'S  EFFORT 

The  goneral  and  educational  committees  of 
tho  Peterborough  Society  have  during  tho 
autumn  been  active  in  regard  to  propaganda 
in  several  localities  covered  by  the  society.  In 
tho  early  autumn  a coming-of-age  celebration 
was  held  at  the  Stamford  branch,  which  was 
well  attended.  A tea  was  provided,  and  a 
concort  in  the  evening.  Mr.  T.  Laxton  (presi- 
dent of  tho  society)  was  in  the  chair,  and  Air. 
A.  E.  Waterson  was  the  chief  speaker. 

In  November  a meeting  was  arranged  at  the 
Ojundle  branch,  and  the  Victoria  Hall  was 
crowded.  There  wore  'spoakers  from  both 
general  and  educational  committees,  together 
•with  a quartette  party  from  the  choir  and  a 
humorist. 

During  December  another  part  of  the  dis- 
trict was  visited — Coldham,  on  the  C.W.S. 
farming  estate.  The  Institute  provided  for 
the  workpeople  was  kindly  lent  to  the  society 
for  the  meeting.  A pierrot  troupe  from  the 
co-operative  choir  gave  the  musical  programme, 
and  speakers  from  both  committees  gave 
•statistics  showing  the  progress  of  the  Pcter- 
borough  .Society,  also  explaining  to  the  audi- 
. cnee  the  benefits  of  co-operation,  both 
financially  and  educationally. 

Early  in  the  New  Year  a further  concert- 
meeting is  being  arranged  at  St.  Ives,  another 
branch  of  the  society.  A speaker  is  expected 
from  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  a full  choir 
will  provide  tlie  musical  part  of  the  programme. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Women’s  Guild,  Airs. 
“Ferguson  (Darlington)  is  engaged  to  visit 
Peterborough  and  three  other  branches  of  the 
society  for  active  propaganda  in  the  middle 
of  January.  The  towns  visited  will  be  Wis- 
bech, March,  and  Stamford.  The  officials  of 
the  Women’s  Guild  at  Peterborough,  together 
with  the  officials  of  the  district,  will  visit 
Bourne  and  open  up  a guild  branch  there  on 
January  17th  for  the  purpose  of  further  propa- 
gating co-operative  ideals  in  that  area. 


“ ALI  BABA.” 

COALVILLE  CHOIRS  pukpukihA-Ncii. 

The  Coalville*  Co-operative  Choir  gave  a 
capital  performance  at  tlie  Y.M.C.A.  Concert 
Hall,  on  Wednesday  last  week,  of  the 
humorous  operetta,  “Ali  Baba  and  the  Forty 
Thieves.”  The  piece  was  admirably  staged, 
and  reflected  the  highest  credit  on  the  con- 
ductor (Air.  Fred  Clay)  and  the  various 
performers. 

The  operetta  contained  three  acts,  with 
scenes  representing  the  interior  of  the  magic 
cave  and  tho  courtyard  of  Ali  Baba’s  house, 
and  these,  with  the  pretty  dresses  of  the  per- 
formers, produced  a pleasing  effect.  The  sing- 
ing and  dancing  were  very  creditable,  some  of 
the  choruses  being  finely  rendered,  and  all  the 
parts  were  well  taken. 

The  cast  was  as  follows  : Ali  Baba,  Mr.  C. 
H.  Massey  ; Alorgiana  (his  slave),  Mrs.  Dunk- 
ley  ; Abdallah  (captain  of  thieves),  Mr.  8. 
Chambers  ; Hasinrae.  (his  lieutenant),  Mr.  S. 
Ingall ; Ibrahim  and  Alustapha  (members  of 
the  hand  of  thieves),  Mr.  T.  Lilley  and  Mr.  K. 
Middleton ; Mrs.  Cassini  (principal  of  Cassini 
College),  Aliss  Needham  ; Fatima,  Zulcika,  and 
Polly  (young  ladies  attending  Cassim  College), 
Misses  Wilcox,  W.  Essex,  and  Haughton  ; with 
the  chorus  of  thieves  and  schoolgirls.  Dances 
were  cleverly  executed  by  Misses  Wilcox  and 
Essex.  Mr.  E.  Andrews  was  the  pianist,  and 
Air.  S.  Alassey  tho  stage  manager.  Air.  C. 
Alassey  ably  discharged  the  secretarial  duties 
in  connection  with  the  event,  which  was  re- 
peated on  Thursday  and  Saturday  nights, 
December  14tli  and  lfitli. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

it  ruled  out  of  co-operative  employment,  very 
often,  bright,  smart,  young  girls  and  boys  of 
sixteen  years,  who  had.  attended  the  secondary 
schools. 

Maoliinery  should  be  set  up  in  order  that  the 
board  could  meet  the  employees  separately, 
in  departments.  There  should  noi  be  any 
sense  of  injustice  amongst  the  employees ; 
there  should  always  ho  the  open  door  to  the 
boardroom,  and  there  should  bo  no  such  thing' 
as  victimisation. 

After  Mr.  Rogers  resumed  his  scat,  ono- 
hour-and-a-half  was  devoted  to  questions 
and  discussion. 

The  promoters  of  this  one-day  school  may 
congratulate  themselves  upon  its  success. 
The  purposo  for  which  it  was  arranged  was 
achieved,  inasmuch  ns  tho  mist  that  Mr. 
Rogers  created  at  Woodbrook  has  passed 
away. 


POLITICAL  ACTION 

RESTRICTED. 

DECISION  OF  TEN  ACRES  SOCIETY- 

A special  meeting  of  the  Ten  Acres  and 
Stircliley  Society  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
December  12tli,  to  consider  the  following 
recommendation  of  tlie  directors: — “That 
the  resolution  of  November  .7th,  1917, 

authorising  the  society  to  become  a member 
of  the  National  Co-operative  Political 
Party  and  its  Birmingham  branch,  he  and 
is  hereby  rescinded;  that  from  this  date  no 
further  political  action  be  taken  by  the 
society,  and  no  grants  be  made  from  the 
funds  of  the  society  for  any  political 
purpose,  except  that  the  commitments 
entered  into  with  the  present  co-operative 
representatives  of  the  Birmingham  City 
Council  be  honoured  during  their  present 
term  of  office.” 

The  president  of  the  society  (Mr.  Hems) 

. occupied -the  chair,  and  at  times  the  pro- 
ceedings assumed  a lively  character.  The 
voting  resulted  as  follows: — For  the  re- 
commendation, 299;  against,  135.  This 
decision  will  have  the  effect  of  restricting 
the  work  of  tlie  Co-operative  Party  in 
Birmingham,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  Afr. 
‘Tom  Haekett  (president  of  the  Birmingham 
and  District  Co-operative  Party)  will  retire 
from  that  position. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  re- 
commendation and  one  of  a similar  char- 
acter considered  by  the  Birmingham  Society 
about  tlie  same  time  are  the.  first  recom- 
mendations of  tlie  kind  to  emanate  from 
co-operative  management  committees. 


THE  EASTER  WEEK-END. 

LINCOLN  SELECTED  FOR  NATIONAL 
GATHERING. 

Lincoln  has  been  selected  as  the  meeting- 
place  for  the  thirteenth  Easter  Week-End 
organised  by  the  Central  Education  Committee 
of  the  Co-operative  Union.  The  week-end 
commences  on  Thursday,  March  29th,  aud  ends 
on  Monday,  April  2nd,  1923. 

The  preliminary  programme,  now  issued, 
addresses  are  to  be  delivered  by 
Dr.  Albert  Mansbridge,  ALA.,  Air.  I).  M innes," 
J.P.  (ex-director  of  the  C.W.S. ),  the  Very  Rev. 
the  Dean  of  Lincoln  (Dr.  Fry),  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae, 
J.P.  (chairman,  Central  Board),  and  Professor 
F.  Hall,  Al.A.  The  latter  will  speak  to  the 
sectional  conference  on  Alarch  31st,  on 
“ Pensions  for  Co-operators.” 

As  usual  the  annual  meetings  of  the  National 
Alen's  Guild,  the  Co-operators’  Educational 
Fellowship,  and  the  Co-operative  Educational 
Secretaries’  Association  will  take  place,  and 
for  Monday  afternoon  a rally  of  the  Comrades’ 
Circle  members  has  been  arranged  by  the 
Midland  Federation. 

Tlie  evenings  will  be  devoted  to  social 
gatherings,  and  there  are  also  to  be  visits 
to  Lincoln  Castle,  the  Arboretum,  the 
Cathedral,  the  birthplace  of  Tennyson,  &c. 


KETTERING  WEEK-END 
SCHOOL. 

The  educational  week-end  at  Kettering, 
arranged  jointly  by  the  Midland  .Sectional 
Board  and  the  Midland  Educational  Associa- 
tion for  the  beginning  of  November,  and 
postponed  on  account  of  the  general  election, 
is  to  take  place  from  January  5th  to  8th,  in 
the  Rockingham-road  Council  School.  Mr. 
Norman  Angell  is  to  give  three  addresses  during 
the  week-end,  and  Air.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co-opora- 
tivo  Union)  will  speak  to  the  sectional  con- 
ference on  the  afternoon  of  January  6th,  on 
the  subject  of  “ Trade  and  Capital." 


A NOTE  OF  OPTIMISM. 

“GREETINGS”  AT  NORTHAMPTON. 

Re  i*  H R s i:  n t A ti  v E s from  retail  societies 
and  C.W.S.,  to  the  number  of  about  120, 
attended  the  Christmas  greetings  gather- 
ing at  the  C.W.S.  Depot,  Northampton,  on 
Wednesday  last  week,  afterwards  having 
dinner  at  tho  Grand  Hotel,  where  Mr.  A. 
W.  Golightly  (C.W.S.  director)  occupied 
the  chair.  Songs  by  Aliss  Marriott  (Rush- 
den),  Air.  Oldbury  (Reading),  and  Mr.  Lyne 
(Northampton)  were  rendered  exceptionally 
well.  The  Chairman  gave  a hearty  wel- 
come to  those  present,  and  his  speech  was 
very  much  appreciated. 

Words  of  acknowledgment,  expressing  a 
conviction  that  co-operative  trade  was 
looking  up,  were  spoken  by  Messrs.  Coe" 
( Rotliwell),  Baker  (C.W.S.,,  Northampton), 
Sharpe  (Northampton  Society),  and  Tysoe 
(C.W.S.,  Husliden).  The  proceedings  went 
with  a swing,  and  there  was  a note  ol 
optimism  generally. 
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Before  the  Mother  ami  the  Child 
Two  peasants  knelt  in  prayer , 1 

“ Conic,  holy  Jesus,  to  our  hoard,  . i 

And  bless  our  Christinas  fare.” 

The  door  slow  opened,  and  a child 
Stood  piteous  in  the  grey.  < 

" Oh,  pity!”  'cried  the  little  one, 

Hut  they  sent  the^child  away.  , 

lie  turned,  and  on  the  threshold  dreary  i 

Bright  teardrops  felt,  and  Tot 

The  little  feet  so  cold  and  : weary 
Left  bloodstains  in  the  snow. 

Oh,  bitter  piercing  as  a knife 
The  north  wii id  passed  the  door. 

As  reverently  the  man  and  -wife  v 
Knelt  down  to  pray  once  more. 

But  lo,  the  niche  that  held  the  Mother 
IFfls  empty  of  the  Child; 

He  blessed  no  more  their  humble  worship 
And  she  no  longer  smiled. 

" ‘Tis  a miracle,”  the  goodman  murmured. 

" Wife,  count  your  sins!”  quoth  he. 

" We  left  his  little  one  anhungered , 

And  that  Is  sin,”  quoth  she. 

And  they  thought  them  of  the  Child's  low  -weeping 
,1s-  he  -was  standing  there- 
of the  sad,  dark  eyes  all  rainbow  glistening 
Beneath  the. golden  hair. 

And  they  knew  it  was  the  little  Jesus, 

The  gold  light  round  his  head; 

ITis  were  the  hands  outstretched  for  pity. 

And  his  the  feet  that  bled. 
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WRITTEN  BY  WFOYTTER 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 

OUR  CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE  TO 

CO-OPERATORS. 


'•  Mother  listened  to  the  story,  and  then, 
smiling,  said:  4 It  was  easy  because  you 
joined  hands  and  hearts  in  service.  Try  to 
think  of  this:  Most  work  is  better  done  if 
hands  are  joined,  and  often  the  only  way 
to  help  the  weak  is  to  join  hands  and  carry 
them  until  they  grow  stronger.’  "—From 
*•  Sunshine  Stories.” 

The  eve  of  Christmas  brings  us  dose 
to  the  annual  reminder  that  “ Man  does 
not  live  by  bread 
alone  ” — the  doc- 
trine which  most 

profoundly  has 
ruled  the  lives  of 
Christians  for  near 
upon  two  centuries. 

We  speak  of  Christ- 
mas not  in  any  doc- 
trinaire sense,  but  in 
the  accepted  sense  of 
people  who,  con- 
sciously or  uncon- 
sciously, act  accord- 
ing to  the  standards 
set  up  by  the 
Christian  Religion, 
which  had  its  birth 
in  the  Manger  of 
Bethlehem. 

To  our  mind,  the 
quotation  given 
above  from  “ Sun- 
shine Stories " 
covers  the  whole 
ground  of  the 
Christmas  Message 
toco-operators,  who 
are  consciously  guided  by  an  ethical 
standard  wholly  in  tune  with  the  doc- 
trine of  Christianity.  The  fact  that  co- 
operation, as  an  economic  and  thrift 
iiv»  ana  nourishes  upon  the 
production  and  sale  of  bread  and  its 
equivalents,  sometimes  overshadows  tliis 
higher  significance  of  its  purpose,  and 
it  is  well  to  be  occasionally  reminded 
that  co-operation  does  not  live  on 
economics  and  thrift  alone. 

To-morrow  we  " shut  up  shop  " for  a 
few  days.  Some  hundred  thousand  em- 
ployees and  officials  will  gladly  cast  off 
their  aprons,  or  pens,  or  other  emblems 
of  sendee,  and  joyfully  forget  for  a few 
hours  the  butter  and  tea  scales,  the 
ledgers,  and  the  yard  measures  which 
have  engrossed  so  much  of  their  englfcy 
during  the  past  year.  It  is  quite  appro- 
priate that  these  should  forget  this 
material  side  of  our  movement,  because 
in  the  short  days  of  leisure  and  homely 
pleasure  in  family  life  and  friendship  the 
better  and  truer  .meaning  of  co-operation 
becomes  manifest. 

Guilds  close  up  for  the  " holidays  ” 
also,  and  turn  their  attention  from  the 
ordinary  routine  of  organisation  to 
special  efforts  to  bring  the  message  of 
co-operation  into  their  homes.  Christmas 
are  takes  on  an  added  sweetness  and 


To-Day  ibe  People  arc  Oppressed  : They  Deed  Hope 
aud  a Virile  Mersaic,  wlizh  Co-operation  alone 


delight  when  it  has  been  provided  and 
prepared  jointly. 

Whoever  enjoyed  a Christmas  pudding 
completely  unless  the  whole  family 
" joined  hands  ” in  the  making  of  it  ? 
It  becomes  not  raisins  and  flour  and 
peel,  but  an  expression  of  co-operative 
ideals,  “ Each  for  all,  and  all  for  each  " — 
just  another  variant  of  the  doctrine  we 
have  mentioned. 

Then,  what  a time  is  Christmas  for 
putting  intopractical 
effect  the  m e t h o cl 
of  co-operation  sug- 
gested in  the  little 
“ Sunshine  Story," 
" Joining  Hands," 
we  have  quoted— 
joining  hands  to  sup- 
port the  weak  ! 

A splendidly 
practical  illustra- 
tion of  the  spirit  of 
co-operation  in  th's 
direction  co  m es 
from  some  postmen 
in  the  country  at  the 
present  moment, 
who,  because  of  the 
unemployment  and 
distress  prevailing, 
have  agreed  not  to 
make  their  annual 
collection  of  Christ- 
mas boxes,  but  to 
leave  it  to  the  people 
from  whom  they 
generally  gather 
their  Christmas  tips 
to  devote  the  money  to  some  charitable 
cause  in  the  various  towns — the  cause  of 
some  who  are  weak  in  health  or  poor 

because  of  unemployment.  This  .?clf- 

sacrifice  of  the  postmen  is  probably  not 
unique  amongst  companies  of  workers 
at  this  time,  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  real, 
and  cannot  fail  to  help  forward  the  true 
spirit  of  Christianity. 

It  is  to  this  spirit  we  give  Our  Greeting 
when  to-day  we  wish  for  one  and  all 
“A  Happy  Christmas." 

• SUNS  H I N h:  STO R I ES/’ 


OCR  BABY  MAKES  HER  DEBUT 
AT  DERBY. 

‘•Sunshine  Stories,"  our  new  liaby, 
made  her  debut  at  the  Midland  sectional 
conference  last.  Saturday,  and  the  warm 
welcome  accorded  augurs,  we  feel,  a happy 
and  successful  career.  Not  one  delegate 
refused  to  buy  a copy.  It  may  have  been 
tli©  nearness  of  the  festive  season  that 
prompted  them  to  respond  so  generously. 
Anyhow,  the  " little  i-ister  ” of  " Woman's 
Outlook  " was  received:  with  open  arms. 

We  can  always  find  someone  who  will 
appreciate  such  a little  gift,  even  if  we 
have  no  children  of  our  own,"  many  re- 
marked: while  others  suggested  it  would 
be  an  excellent  filling  for  little  stockings. 
Altogether  our  baby's  trip  to  Derby  was  a 
success,  and  the  question  was  asked  : 
“ When  are  we  to  expect  the  next?'' 


Sing — lo  cheer  earth’s  melancholy 
Make  ihe  bare  hearth  glow  1 
Sing  of  mirth  and  hope  and  holly. 
Twined  with  mistleioc. 

Sing  how  each  may  help  his  neigh-  | 
hour. 

Bidding  discord  ccise  ; 

How  a poor  Man,  born  lo  labour, 
Came  lo  give  us  Peace. 

Sing  of  thal  new  world  a Baby 
Showed — who  else  but  He  > 
v Sing  it,  bring  it,  soon  as  may  be — . 
'N.  Mothers  hold  the  key  I ^ 


A LASTING  PEACE. 

The  Christmas  bells  will  once  again 
chime  out  tlicir  old  message  to  a listening 
world,  but  the  understanding  heart  is 
what  is  needed,  and,  as  mothers,  that  is 
what  we  all  possess. 

It  may  be  only  coincidence,  but  it  is 
most  significant  that  the  International 
Peace  Congress  at  The  Hague  should  be 
almost  the  last  piece  of  work  undertaken 
before  this  festival  of  goodwill  approaches. 
And  yet  such  things  don’t  just  happen. 
Try  as  one  will,  the  very  fact  that  in 
December  we  slowly  reach  the  anni- 
versary of  peace  softens  our  hearts.  We 
feel  more  concerned  about  the  suffering 
of  the  world  at  this  time.  We  want 
badly  to  alleviate  it.  The  conference 
coming  at  such  a time  finds  all  interested 
parties  particularly  desirous  of  making 
every  effort  for  permanent  peace.  With 
its  aim  we  are  all  in  concord,  and  shall 
give  our  readers  a full  account  in  due 
course. 

The  very  thought  of  a body  of  people 
meeting  together  to  discuss  the  necessity 
of  uniting  all  pacifist  efforts  into  one 
channel  for  the  promotion  of  a real  peace 
and  a reduction  of  armaments  is  most 
gratifying.  We  have  long  since  realised 
that  isolated  efforts  in  the  cause  of  peace 
are  doomed  to  failure.  Peace  is  only 
possible  by  the  united  will  of  a united 
world,  where  distrust  has  been  super- 
seded by  goodwill  and  faith  in  each 
other’s  sincerity. 

To-day  oppression  is  still  with  us,  as 
our  cartoon  this  week  depicts.  Com- 
petition, war.  unemployment,  and  all  the 
uncomfortable  things  which  could  never 
li\e  in  a spirit  of  peace  and  goodwill  are 
stalking  brazenly  and  unashamed,  not 
only  through  our  country,  but  through 
the  world. 

And  if  the  need  for  kindling  and  em- 
phasising this  spirit  were  needed  years  ago 
it  is  needed  a thousandfold  more  to-day. 

Therefore,  amidst  all  our  preparation 
for  what  we  hope  will  be  a happy 
Christmas  to  all,  we  must  keep  a watch 
that  our  minds  are  not  obscured  to  the 
larger  issues,  for  we  live  in  a stricken 
world  that  cries  for  the  healing  of  its 
gaping  sores  ; and  just  as  physical  sores 
can  only  be  healed  by  devoted  attention, 
so  the  world’s  sores  can  never  be  healed 
only  by  intermittent  care. 


•OURTEEN  YEARS  SERVICE 

IX  NORTH-EAST  LANCASHIRE. 

No  one  in  the 
North-East  Lanca- 
shire district  is 
more  esteemed  than 
Miss  Brotherton, 
who,  we  regret  to 
say,  has  just  re- 
signed her  position 
as  president.  of  the 
Burnley  Women's 
Guild,  one  of  the 
most  active  guilds 
i n t It  e district. 
Site  has  been  con- 
nected with  t h e 
Burnley  Guild  over 
14  years,  while  she 
Miss  Bhotuehton.  lias  also  been  see- 
r o t n r y of  the 
North  - East  Lancashire  district.  Her 
sphere  of  activity  has  been  a wide  one. 
She  has  served  on  the  Burnley  grouch  of 
the  League  of  Nations,  the  District  Nurs- 
ing Association,  and  while  in  existence  the 
Food  Control  Committee.  Her  warm- 
heartedness and  her  strong  sense  of 
humour  have  endeared  her  to  all. 


“ PARTY  "-WEALTH 


OK  COMMON  WEALTH  ? 

Dear  Madam, — I cannot  agree  with  my 
critics  when  they  say  that  all  legislation 
which  has  been  passed  in  days  gone  by  lias 
only  been  passed  by  Parliament  through 
fear.  That  public  opinion  has  much  to  do 
with  the  kind  of  legislation  we  get  I agree, 
but  to  say  men  always  voted  against  their 
principles  when  supporting  such  measures 
as  Free  Education,  Old-Age  Pensions,  Votes 
for  Women,  State  Insurance,  is  another 
matter.  Motives  are  difficult  to  discern 
oftentimes  amongst  our  closest  intimates.  It 
is  still  more  a gamble  when  speaking  of  the 
motives  of  those  we  do  not  know  so  well. 
I still  feel  that  the  pioneers  of  our  movement 
were  wise  when  they  gave  us  a name  which 
was  so  simple  and  yet  so  big,  Co-operation. 
How  such  a word  can  be  interpreted  to  mean 
only  the  members  of  any  one  political  party 
puzzles  me.  If  such  had  been  their  ideals, 
split-operation  would  liuve  been  a better 
word.  Surely  we  are  going  to  hand  on.  our 
movement  a bigger  thing  than  we  found  it. 

I cannot  conceive  of  ;i  Co-operative  Com- 
monwealth which  is  not  big  enough  to  take 
in  all  humanity.  If  we  cannot,  we  ought  to 
change  its  name  to  “ party  wealth  " or 
" class  wealth.”  We  have  proved  on  our 
trading  side  the  private  trader  can  be  ab- 
sorbed into  our  movement  with  benefit  to 
ourselves  and  him.  We  have  bought  fac- 
tories aud  land,  with  the  object  of  supply- 
ing co-operatively  all  the  needs  of  the  people. 
I have  been  learning  co-operation  for  over 
forty  years,  and  although  I admit  I have 
still  much  to  learn,  it  must  be  along  the 
lines  of  development  to  be  true  co-operation. 
Intolerance  and  penalisation  have  no  place 
in  my  ideal  of  co-operation.  When  our 
forefathers  fought  for  the  secret  ballot,  they 
did  it  to  secure  freedom  of  political  thought 
and  action.—  Yours.  &c., 

(Mrs.)  E.  A.  Wheeler. 

Broadwater  Avenue,  Letchworth. 


The  Northern  Section  recently  held  a 
school  of  three  sessions  at  Darlington,  at 
which  Miss  Elsie  Morton  lectured  on  “ Pro- 
portional Representation."  The  lessons 
were  illustrated  with  demonstrations  on 
the  blackboard,  and  examples  were  given 
which  clearly  showed  that  minorities  in 
many  cases  carried  members  into  Parlia- 
ment. A miniature  election  was  carried 
•out,  and  the  method  of  counting  the  votes 
was  fully  explained.  Many  questions  were 
asked  and  interesting  points  raised. 

The  Gorse  Hill  Guild  celebrated  its  first 
birthday  on  the  7th  inst..  when  about  ninety 
members  and  friends  were  present.  An 
excellent  concert  was  given.  Of  course 
there  was  a handsome  birthday  cake. 


Members  of  the  Mapper  ley  Guild  recently 
hold  a .successful  social,  when  the  Rev.  G. 
R.  Hall  gave  a Yorkshire  reading,  and 
musical'  items  were  rendered  by  members. 


December  23,  1922. 


WOMEN'S  PAGES. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


THE  GOVERNMENT’S  GREAT  BETRAYAL. 


"WHY  NOT  CO-OPERATIVE  HOUSES?' 

GUILDERS. 


ASK  MIDLAND 


HOMES  THE  WOMEN  WANT. 


Committee 

last,  Sat  ur- 
ic t>  held  at 
a I Com- 
SVct ion) 

Sectional 

(W 


Mas.  Andrews  (Central 
memher)  was  in  the  chair  at 
day’s  Midland  Guild  confore 
Derby,  when  Mrs.  Rain  (Cent 
inittee  memher.  South-Eastern 
spoke  on  " Housing.” 

On  the  platform  were  the  new 
Council  members— Mrs.  Adams 
Wood),  Mrs.  Adamson  (Lincoln).  Councillor 
Mrs.  Sands.  J.P.  (Soho),  and  Mrs.  Adams 
(Walsall).  Pleasure  was  expressed  at  the 
presence  of  Mrs.  Unsworth,  after  her  long 
and  painful  illness,  and 
Mrs.  Dewsbury,  after 
her  serious  accident 
last  summer. 

Following  the  wel- 
come extended  by  Mrs. 

Warden  (Derby),  Mrs. 

Rain  said  " Housing  ” 
had  been  chosen  by  the 
Central  Committee  after 
much  deliberation  as 
the  subject  for  sectional 
conferences.  It  was  a 
question  which  would 
solve  many  other  prob- 
lems, including  immor- 
ality, infant  mortality, 
and  crime.  W h e n 
President  of  the  Beard 
of  Trade,  Mr.  Hayes 
Fisher  ascertained  from 
local  authorities  that 
500.000  houses  were  re- 
quired. and  the  .Government  promised  to 
assist  local  authorities  financially  in  their 
housing  schemes.  Rut  after  the  191* 
" khaki  ” election,  and  the  promise  of 
"homes  for  heroes,"  there  was  a steady 
increase  in  the  price  of  houses.  " Rings  ” 
and  combines  were  formed  of  the  material 
required,  with  the  result  that  prices  rose 
four  and  five  hundred  per  cent.  It  a 
Labour  Government  had  been  in  power  at 
that  time  the  price  of  building  materials 
would  have  been  controlled.  (Applause). 

In  one  town  the  pipes  and  seweFs  had 
been  laid  down  for  houses  which  would 
never  be  built,  the  expense  being  met  by 
an  increased  rate.  The  Government  s 
promise  to  solve  the  housing  problem  was 
a great  betrayal.  Statistics  proved  that 
in  Glasgow  where  people  were  living  in 
one  room,  32  per  cent,  of  the  babies  died, 
but  where  five  rooms  or  more  were  occu- 
pied only  2 per  cent.  died.  Out  of  48- 
tuberciilosis  patients  in  a sanatorium  only 
87  had  been  occupying  a bedroom  to  them- 
selves at  home.  Was  it  any  wonder  con- 
sumption was  on  the  increase.-' 

The  question  must  not  only  be  consi- 
dered from  a health  point  of  view:  it  must 
be  looked  at  in  terms  of  happiness.  It 
newlv-married  couples  could  not  June  a 
home  of  their  own  friction  must  result. 
£137,000.000  had  been  spent  on  military 
adventures  in  Palestine,  and  £10.000,000 


on  the  Turkish  war  isearo  — a sum  whidi 
would  have  built  300.01)0  houses,  wldle 
5,000.  houses  could  have  been  erected  with 
the  one-and-a-half  million  pounds  spent 
in  doles. 

The  country  cannot  ignore  the  housing 
problem,  said  Mrs.  Rain.  Guildswonieii 
must  arouse  the  public  to  such  a pitch  of 
enthusiasm  that  the  Government  will  be 
forced  to  move.  The  Central  Committee 
had  not  drawn  up  any  constructive  pro- 


gramme so  far. 


OUR  RESOLUTION.  % 

§ ® 

Make  New  Year  ‘Outlook  * ^ 
! Better  Than  Ever.  $ 

g « 

& We  did  not  wait  for  January  1st.  ^ 
Neither  Need  You. 

49 

GET  YOUR  COPIES  NOW  « 


Sour.  FSAIUMS  : —Co-operative  Homing  in 

Holland — Shall  Public  House*  be  Closed  ? PJ 
—Women  Potato  Packers-  43 


lies  might  have  to 
investigate  the  housing 
conditions  in  their  own 
neighbourhoods.  There 
was  plenty  of  work  to 
be  done. 

Councillor  .’Sirs.  Sands, 
J.l\,  spoke  of  twenty- 
eight  people  occupying 
a five-roomed  house, 
and  of  six  children  with 
their  patents  living  in 
one  room . 

Mrs.  Pegg  (Erding- 
ton,  secretary  of  the 
Tenants'  Defence  Asso- 
ciation), thought  the 
Government  was  afraid 
pf  progressive  women. 

Mrs.  Clarke  (Derby) 
referred  to  the  splendid 
houses  erected  by  the 
Derby  Society  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  She 
would  like  to  see  the  problem  dealt  with  by 
our  own  movement. 

Mrs.  Dewsbury  (Walsall)  maintained 
that  the  first  thing  to  decide  was  the  kind 
of  house  working  women  wanted.  Men,  in 
building  and  designing  houses,  were  loo 
prone  to  consider  the  cost  and  outside 
appearances,  lienee  the  necessity  for  women 
on  housing  committees. 

Mrs.  Adams  (Walsall  Wood)  wanted 
lavatorv  and  bathrooms  inside,  while  Mrs. 
Evans  (Derby)  wanted  larders  in  preference 
to  cellars. 

Mrs.  Biggs  (Coventry)  referred  to  a 
family  of -eight  occupying  a single  room. 
The  children  were  turned  into  the  street 
when  the  baby  was  born. 

Mrs.  Adams  (Walsall)  did  not  like  the 
idea  of  having  nil  the  municipal  houses 
built  to  one  design  , 

Mrs  Adamson  (Lincoln,  the  wife  of  the 
Labour  M.P.  for  Cannock),  said  the  root 
of  the  question  lay  in  the  land  problem, 
and  quoted  an  instance  of  land  which  foi 
fortv  years  had  been  considered  ot  no 
valiie  whatsoever,  but  when  required  for 
building  purposes  £714  and  £2,o00  "-ere 
two  prices  per  acre  demanded. 


COMPLETE  SKETCH, 
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By  H.  C.  CLARICE. 


Members  of  the  Southville  Women’s 
Guild  (Bristol)  visited  the  society  s bakery 
recently. 


PRACTICAL  CHRISTMAS 

GIFTS  FROM  C.W.S. 

Fixed  priced  goods  were  again  on  view  at 
the  Lancashire  Sectional  Conference,  held 
recently  in  the  Mitchell  Memorial  Hal  . 
The  time  was  most  opportune,  and  tne  ex  i 
hition  served  as  a reminder  that  practical 
Christmas  gifts  should  "be  purcboSajde  from 
every  society.  Sucli  goods  a ill  help  to 
stimulate  trade,  and  judging  by  the  !«»* 
the  delegates  iv.ll  take  advaataao  ol  «bo 
reminder  by  purchasing  a cheap  „ 

blouse,  a C.W.S.  nightdress,  or  Ullitia 
handkerchiefs  for  Christmas  gilts. 

As  one  delegate  remarked,  "1 
gifts  will  V most  appreciated  this  season. 
I*  should  hail  a present  of  or-?  of  those  wai  m 
c W.S.  nightdresses  with  delight.  1 lie 
pleasure  of  my  out-of-work  daughter  Arbeii  I 
give  her  my  Christinas  box  of  a Rcimo.i. 
Jap  blouse  will  have  made  the  sacrifice 
worth  while. 

Disappointment  was  again  expressed  that 
“ Wheat  sheaf  ” shoes  at  standard  prices 
were  not  on  view.  Many  delegates. will  Ik 
looking  rorC.W'.S.  fixed  price  goods  m then- 
societies’  drapery  departments  . tins  neck, 
cither  with  the  idea  of  uti  is.ng  then  .1 
gifts  nr  as  a moans  of -replenishing  then 
v.  ardmbes. 

A NORTHERN  GUILDER'S  RECIPE. 

Mgs  Campbell  (Northern  Sectional  Coun- 
cil' and  of  Sunderland)  sends  her  pudding 
recipe  as  follows  : —Mix  together  lib.  each 
of  the  following  after  cleaning : —Currants, 
Valencia  raisins,  sultanas;  ilb.  fine  y- 
cliopped  beef  suet;  4 Hi.  mixed  .pee  ; 41b. 
Demerara  sugar;  and  Dibs.  “ l mty  Hour. 
Beat  2 eggs  well;  add  these  to  a jill  of  milk, 
stirring  the  eggs  and  milk  into  the  other 
ingredients.  Have  ready  4qe.  of  chopped 
almonds  and  2 teaspoons  of;  mixed  spice; 
mix  thoroughly ; add  more  milk  if  required. 
Have  ready  a pudding  basin,  well  greased; 
pour  in  mixture ; cover  top  with  butter 
paper;  tie  cloth  tightly  over,  and  steam  for 
four  hours,  or  longer  if  liked-  >\  ill  make 
two  good-sized  puddings,  which  will  beep 
quite  a long  time.  Servo  hot  with  thin  cus- 
tard, made  from  our  C.W.S.  custard  powuer, 


MARY’S  CHRISTMAS  PRESENT. 


CHRISTMAS  BOOKS 

FOR  GIRLS. 

Nelsons  are  staunch  friends  of  our  young 
people,  and  publish  thousands  of  delightful 
bovs’  and  girls’  books  for  3s.  6d.  and  5s. 

' Schoolgirl  Chums.”  by  kathlyn  Rhodes, 
iis  an  example.  The  heroines  reeei'c 

ridiculously  severe  punishments  lor  their 
innocent  pranks.  But  only  a school- 

girl could  really  appreciate  the  tot 
Its  style  is  much  above  the  standard  or  the 
average,  and  the  absence  of  slang  is  refresh- 
ing, So  many  girls  are  addicted  to  boys 
stories  nowadays  that  " The  Secret  Service 
Boy,”  another  Nelson  publication,  could  lie 
recommended  ns  an  ideal  present  for  both 
sexes.  It  is  a young  people’s  “ thriller 
of  the  better  type. 

It  is  within  the  preeiucts  of  the  “ little 
grey  house,”  so  rich  in  beautiful  treasures, 
that  the  value  of  home,  love  and  tranquillity 
is  made  realistic.  Though  the  daily  struggle 
to  live  and  the  efforts  to  make  too  little  do 
become  unendurable  at  times,  the  “ Grey 
girls  win  through  with  an  inspiring  nobility 
of  character. 

The  “ shadow  forms  ” in  the  book  live 
and  pulsate,  until  their  joys  and  sorrows 
become  personal.  To  the  girlish  admirer  of 
unobtrusive  every-da.v  heroism,  " The  Little 
Grey  House,”"  by  Marion  Ames  Taggart, 
will* lie  read  with  fervour,  and  will  remain  a 
tender  memory. 

11  Rob,”  tlio  impulsive  and  courageous 
young  daughter  of  Sylvester  Grey — dreamer 
and  inventor — is  a lovable  character,  pro- 
viding much  youthful  fun. 


A successful  whist  drive  was  held  by  the 
Nottingham  Guild  recently.  Mr.  G-  M- 
Sadler,  J.P.,  addressed  the  members,  and  a 
deputation  from  the  Men’s  Guild  also 
attended.  Mr.  11.  S.  Harding  (educational 
secretary)  has  addressed  the  New  Radford 
and  Lenton  Guild. 

A One-Day  School  for  Bolton  District 
members  was  held  at  llindley  mi  the  Otii 
instant.  “ International  Co-operation  ” was 
dfcalt  with  by  Mrs.  M ‘Aid  (Sectional 
Council),  who  advocated  all  societies  being 
affiliated  to  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance. 


There  was  a Stalwart  Man  o 
Thirty-five  on  so  at  titf.  Doon. 


Ox  Christmas  morning  John  Darbyshire 
and  his  wife  were  under  the  influence  of 
feeling  that  Christmas  festivities  were  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

Two  months  before  they  had  experienced 
a great  sorrow — so  great  that  the  lapse  of 
time  rather  accentuated  it.  Their  grief  was 
particularly  hitter  this  Christmas  morn — 
the  birthday  of  the  Christ  Child  who  nearly 
two  thousand  years  ago  lay  on  his  mother's 
lap  in  order  that  peace,  joy,  hope — in  a 
word,  happiness — might  be  tlio  inheritance 
of  mankind  for  evermore.  Yes,  it  was  two 
months  ago  they  heard  the  news.  They 
somehow  felt  it  was 
bad  when/ they  saw  the 
orange-hrown  enve- 
lope. Folks  in  their 
station  didn’t  have 
telegrams  to  tell  them, 
of  sudden  good  for- 
tune The  old  mother 
took  it  from  the  mes- 
senger boy,  and  her 
face  turned  quite  white 
as  lie  did  so. 

” There’s  a telegram, 

John,”  she  called  up 
the  stairs  to  her  hus- 
band, who  was  in  bed 
nursing  a bad  attack 
of  bronchitis. 

" Open  it,  then,  and 
let’s  hear  what  it  is,” 
he  replied,  in  a cheer- 
1 ha  old  woman  knew 
ful,  gruff  voice;  but 
i:  was  “ put  on,” 

and  that  lie  was  as  apprehensive  as  she  was. 
Slowly  she  mounted  the  short  flight  of 
wooden  stairs  and  laid  the  telegram  on  the 
1 bed. 

“ You  open  it,  John,”  she  said. 

"Right-o!  mother;  give  it  here — and — 
and  fetcli  iny  glasses — and  don't  he  silly — 
there's  nought  to  he  frightened  about.” 

" Any  answer?”  called  the  boy  from 
below. 

"Tell  him  no.”  said  John. 

With  shaking  hands  the  old  man'  tore 
open  the  envelope.  This  old — bronchitis 
makes  a man  a bit  trembly  like,”  he  said, 
as  he  did  so,  not  looking  at  his  wife:  but 
the  explanation  no  more  deceived  her  than 
the  cheery  voice  had  done  before. 

" Read  it.  John,”  she  said. 

Slowly  the  old  man  put  on  his  much- 
worn,  black  metal-rimmed  spectacles,  and 
even  more  slowly  read  the  abruptly-worded 
missive,  almost  brutal  in  its  terseness. 

Then  He  let  n.  full 1 LJo  l»v«a  k^-V 

on  lu’s  breast. 

The  old  woman  fell  on  her  knees  beside 
the  bed.  The  telegram  lay  open  before  her, 
but  Hie  dared  not  touch  it. 

‘‘  John,  John,”  she  cried,  softly,  ” it’s 
bad — awful  bad — I know  it!” 

John  groaned,  and  his  head  sank  more 
deeply  on  his  breast. 

. “ xjot — not  about  Tom?”  asked  the 
mother,  brokenly. 

" Yes — Toni — lie’s — lie’s  gone.” 

Mary's  silvered  head  sank  into  the  bed 
clothes,  and  she  wept— the  low,  deep,  buried 
sobs  of  the  aged,  so  terrible  to  hear,  so  pain- 
ful to  recall.  John  took  off  his  spectacles, 
too  dim  for  him  even  to  see  his  wife,  and 
looked  at  her  while  two  large  tears  flowed 
down  either  side  of  his  face  and  lost  them- 
selves in  his  beard.  Those  were  the  only 
tears  he  shed,  but  tears  come  so  hardly  to 
those  whose  days  are  nearly  done. 

" It  won’t  lie  long  before  we  see  him 
again.  Mary.  That's  our  comfort — bear  up, 
old  dear.” 

It  was  two  months  ago,  then,  that  Tom 
Darbyshire  had  lost  his  life  in  that  terrible 
mining  disaster  in  Peru,  and  now  it  was 
Christmas  morning  again — and  Christmas 
meant  the  bringing  back  of  old  memories. 

John  and  Mary  were  sitting  at  breakfast. 

" Don't  feel  as  though  I want  much,  this 


morning,  Mary.  Been  a bit  off  my  food 
lately.  We  old — but,  what?  You’re  not 
eating  either.  Come  on,  now;  have  a try. 
Why,  you  used  to  be  that  hearty,  and  all ! 
Rut  p'r'aps  you're  like  me.  1 think  1'U 
have  a pipe  and  a read'.  Maybe  I’ll  help 
you  with  the  dinner  presently.” 

John  got  up  heavily  from  the  table,  and 
Mary  did  not  linger.  Curiously,  but  per- 
haps nob  curiously,  if  wo  only  knew  the 
hidden  laws  by  which  such,  things  come 
about,  John  and  Mary  both  glanced  at  the 
same  object,  a small  fan  of  remarkable 
workmanship  which  adorned  the  wall,  and 
was  made  of  the  bril- 
liant feathers  of  some 
bird  of  tropical  origin. 

John  looked  at  bis 
wife. 

“ Ah.”  lie  said ; “ he 
sent  you  that  last 
Christmas,  Mary.” 

" Y’es,  John;  it’s 
awful  to  think  there’s 
nothing  this  time.” 

The  other  patted  her 
softly  on  the  back. 

" You  mustn't  say 
that,  mother.  He’s 
sending  you  something 
where — where  he  is — 
best  wishes  for  a 
Merry  Christmas,  just 
as  though  ho  were  only 
a mile  or  two  away, 
you  ?” 

You  believe  that,  don't 
"Of  course  I do; 
but — but  it's  so  hard  all  the  same.” 

“ Now.  now.  Mary,  if  you’re  not  careful, 
you’ll  begin  crying,  and  then  I’ll  have  to 
start,  and  there'll  l>e>  a pretty  to-do.  Hark, 
there's  a knock.  If  you  go  to  the  door  with 
a tear  in  your  eye,  folk'll  be  thinking  that 
John  and  Mary  Darbyshire.  after  never  hav- 
ing had  a word  all  their  lives,  are  going  to 
start  having  them,  and  on  Christmas  Day 
of  all  days  in. the  year.” 

“ All  right,  John.  I won’t,  not — not  for 
your  sake.”  And  she  bustled  off  to  the 
door. 

“ John  ! John  !” 

A voice  broke  in  that  made  John,  though 
he  couldn't  hear  any  words,  contrive  to  turn 
— and  turn  mighty  quick,  too.  In  a 
moment  he  was  in  the  sitting-room,  and 
lurching  heavily  towards  the  door  with  out- 
stretched arms.  , 

" It  is,  it.  is,  then  ?” 

"Y’es.  John;  there’s  no  doubt;  look  for 

UUI  JCll'.1' 

There  was  a stalwart  man  orTmuj-n.. 
or  so  at  the  door,  and  the  old  man  saw  his 
wife  sobbing  on  his  breast. 

He  seized  the  stranger’s  hand,  and  would 
ltave  fallen  had  not  a stroilg  arm  supported 
him. 

" It  can’t  be — and  yet — and  yet  it  is — 
but  I can't  understand,”  he  muttered, 
brokenly. 

“ It’s  Tom  all  right,  dad.”  said  the  young 
man.  " That  telegram  they  sent  was  all  a 
mistake.  1 never  knew  they  sent  it  till  I 
got  here  last  night,  and  old  Mrs.  Pritcherd 
told  me  all  about  it.  It  was  a man  of  the 
same  name  who  was  killed.  I wouldn’t  send 
a telegram  saying  I was  all  right  because, 
I knew  it  wouid  upset  you.  and  I knew  yon 
would  hear  if  anything  was  wrong.” 

“ Thank  God  for  all  His  goodness,”  said 
John.  ” Rut  why  didn’t  you  come  on  here 
last  night?” 

“Now.  there’s  a thing  to  ask!  Just  as 
‘though  you  and  mother  didn’t  want  a 
Christmas  present!” 


A new  guild  lias  been  formed  at  Richmond 
(near  Darlington),  and  six  names  were 
handed  in  for  -membership  at  a recent  con- 
cert arranged  by  Darlington  Society’s  educa- 
tional committee. 


A NELSON  FLUTTER 


Members  and  friends 
spent  an  enjoyable 
time  at  Nelson  Guild’s 
recent  annual  carnival. 

Three  guildswomen  had 
advertised  co-operative 
productions,  while  Mrs. 

Hartley  caused  a flutter 
ns  “The  * Co-opera- 
tive News,’  ” appear- 
ing in  n printed  dress 
conceived  and  made 
~by  the  “Woman’s 
Outlook”  department. 

The  prizes  wore 
awarded  to  those  who 
had  proved,  through 
the  medium  of  their 
costumes,  their  loyalty 
to  the  movement,  tlio 
judge,  Mr.  R lake- 
borough  (president  of 
the  Burnley  Society), 
considering  their 
costumes  tlio  in  o s t 
effective.  The  first 

prizo  was  awarded  to  v»ui  owrctj  o 

Laundry  Department.”  The  member  was 
attired  in  nurse’s  uniform,  and  carried  a 
small  clothes  horse.  A little  white-haired 
Indy,  depicting  C.W.S.  teas,  was.  awarded 
third  prize.  Her  charming  headgear  repre- 
sented a tea  caddy.  Mrs.  Hartley  won  the 
second  prize,  her  white  sateen  dress  being 


“WOMAN'S  OUTLOOK  AT 
GUILD  CARNIVAL 


A Group  of  Nelson  Guild  Reveller*.  ” Woman's  On  - 
is  seen  on  right,  seated  second  from  the  end. 


“ Our  Society’s 


decorated  with  cartoons  from  the  News 
and  “ Women's  Pages.”  A special  prize 
was  awarded  to  n fair  farm  hand,  the  prizes 
were  coupons  to  be  spent  with  the  society. 


Mrs  Redgate,  185,  Drewry-lane.  Derby, 
non-  secretary  of  the  Derby  Guild. 
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MEDICAL  REPLIES. 


MANAGERIAL  MATTERS. 


(Correspondents  arc  requested  to  writ*  In  Ink.  on 
on?  tide  ot  tho  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  stating 
•go,  hi,  occupation,  r.nd  symptoms,  using  distlncttvo 
“ ctuni-de-phuno  ’’  or  Initials,  but  also  giving  real 
caincs  and  addresses'  ns  proof  of  good  fnltti.  No  acuto 
conditions  or  eases  requiring  to  bo  seen  can  bo  con- 
tidered.  Address.  " Tho  pootor,"  “ Co-operative  News. ' 
Long  Mitigate,  Manchester.! 


“ Hoping  fou  tiie  Best.” — “Cure”  of 
your  c'omplnmt  is  not  likely  .it  your  age. 
and  niy  reply  to  your  question  is  “ in  tho 
negative." 


Treatment  ok  Waut  on  the  Nose 

(“  Crewe  — A good  treatment  of  your 

wart  might  be  by  means  of  “ carbonic 
snow,”  by  a skilful  and  experienced 
surgeon. 


“M.  A.”  (Chester). — Cancer  is  often  such 
a long  time  in  making  its  local  manifestation 
positively  certain  that  the  only  tiling  to  do 
is  to  “ wait  and  see.”  This  is  particularly 
true  of  cancer  in  the  abdomen. 

“ Numb  ” (Huddersfield). — A mild  form 
of  “ Raynaud’s  disease  ” is  what  I fear 
you  may  be  suffering  from,  a serious  com- 
plaint ii  this  suspicion  is  confirmed  by  the 
opinion  of  a specialist,  whom  I should 
advise  you  to  consult. 

••  .1.  0.  E.,  66G.” — My  reply  to  your 
query  is  “ in  the  negative."  This  you  will 
understand  without  my  going  into  details. 
Many  thanks  for  your  appreciative  words 
re  our  Medical  Column,  which  we  hope  to 
continue  to  deserve. 


“ Bothered  ” (Blackburn). — You  say  you 
admire  my  **  straight  replies."  Well,  here 
is  one  for  you  : — You  can  do  nothing  to  alter 
things  as  they  now  are,  and -my  advice  to 
you  is  to  “ gviii  and  bide  ” as  best  you  can, 
and  to  “ wait  and  see  ” before  doing  or 
attempting  to  do  anything. 

“ Ellor.” — You  do  not  walk  enough, 
your  occupation  as  chauffeur,  doing  away 
with  the  necessity  for  this,  and  the  blood 
not  circulating  freely  enough  through  your 
feet.  Thanks  for  your  good  opinion  of  our 
Medical  Replies,  *'  candid  and  straight- 
forward," as  you  describe  them,  being 
what  is  aimed  at. 


SPECIAL  DISTRICT  CONFERENCES  TO 
BE  CONVENED. 

The  subjects  discussed  at  the  recent 
'Trades  and  Business  Conferences  are  now 
to  be  discussed  at  special  district  conter- 
onces.  The  committee  responsible  lor  the 
Trades  and  Business  Conferences  suggested 
to  the  Office  Committee  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  last  week  that  thik  should  bo  done, 
and  the  suggestion  was  unanimously 
approved. 

The  sectional  boards  will  convene  the  dis- 
trict conferences  in  conjunction  with  the 
Managers’  and  Secretaries’  Associations, 
and  according  to  present  intentions,  the 
conferences  will  be  held  in  January,  Feb- 
ruary, and  March.  It  is  proposed  to  issue 
invitations  to  general  managers,  general  sec- 
retaries, departmental  managers  and  buyers, 
and  one  representative  of  each  committee. 
The  district  executive  committee  are  to  fix 
the  place  and  date,  but  it  is  suggested  that 
the  conferences  be  held  on  such  a day  as  will 
enable  the  largest  possible  number  of  co- 
operative officials  to  be  present. 

At  the  conferences  a suggestion  will  be 
made  that  after  the  three  conferences  have 
been  held  a committee  he  formed  in  each 
district,  representing  officials  ami  manage- 
ment committees,  to  convene  at  regular  in- 
tervals district  conferences  of  officials  and 
committees  for  the  discussion  of  business 
matters,  and  to  act,  where  possible,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Secretaries’  and 
Managers’  Associations. 

In  suggesting  to  the  sectional ‘boards  that 
these  special  district  conferences  be  con- 
vened, the  special  committee  responsible  for 
the  Trades  and  Business  Conferences  have 
no  wish  to  clash  with  tne  Trade  Campaign 
Committee.  Only  managerial  problems 
will  be  discussed,  and  not  trade  propaganda. 


C.W.S.  SEED  CATALOGUE. 


“ J.  R.  E.”  (Newcastle-on-Tyne)' — Here 
is  a mixture  for  you: — Oxymel  of  squills, 
4 drachms;  compound  tincture  of  canirhor, 
2 drachms;  spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drncnms  ; 
carbonate  of  ammonia  ; H drachms ; infu- 
sion of  senega  to  8 ounces.  One  table- 
spoonful  three  times  a day. 

“Queen  of  Hearts." — Hysteria  is  the 
causg  of  your  symptoms,  with  too  much  in- 
trospection, imagination,  mid  exaggeration 
if  your  own  self-importance.  You  are  simply 
a victim  of  nerves,  and  the  sooner  *•*»'•  - 

,,n  tUr.  ocean  III  your  letter 

tne  'better.  “ Get  busy,”  as  the  Ameri- 
cans say,  with  something  to  tire  your  body 
and  to  occupy  your  mind,  and  those 
“ feelings  ” will  soon  vanish. 

Valiant." — Try  the  following  mix- 
ture:— Powdered  Turkey  rhubarb,  1 
drachm;  carbonate  of  magnesia,  1 drachm; 
bicarbonate  of  soda,  2 drachms;  pepper- 
mint water,  ‘2  ounces ; emulsion  of  chloro- 
form to  8 ounces.  One  tabl'espoonful  three 
times  a day.  For  the  face,  use  no  soap  at 
all,  but  cleanse  with  olive  oil.  I know  a 
lady  who  lifts*  never  used  soap  on  her  face — 
nothing  but  olive  oil — for  years,  and  she 
has  now  a beautiful  complexion. 

Mrs.  E.  G. — (You  give  no  “ nom  de 
plume,"  which  every  correspondent  ought 
to  do).  Try  this  mixture: — Salicylate  of 
soda,  1 drachm;  tincture  of  colchicum,  1 
drachm ; spirit  of  chloroform,  2 drachms ; 
infusion  of  gentian  to  8 ounces.  One  table- 
spoonful  three  times  a day.  When  the 
pain  in  feet  is  very  severe  try  an  occasional 
soaking  of  them  in  a hot  solution  of  bicar- 
bonate of  soda — a tablespoonful  to  a pint. 
Don’t  take  much  meat. 

“ Candida." — The  capsules  y6u  refer  to 
might  help  you ; they  can  be  got  from  any 
good  druggist.  Your  doctor  seems  to  be 
doing  his'best  for  you,  but  you  must  not 
forget  that  yours  is  a case  which  is  in- 
capable of  cure — valvular  disease  of  the 
heart  at  70  j’ears  of  age — and  all  he  can 
do  is  to  palliate  vour  symptoms  and  help 
you  to  as  comfortable  a condition  as 
possible.  The  medicine  and  biscuits  are 
good  as  symptom  relievers. 

“ Worried,  I*”— By  all  means  have  the 
teeth  out — they  are  the  probable,  cause  of 
the  " poisoned  system  ’’  the  doctor  lias 
diagnosed.  But  you  are  evidently  suffer- 
ing from  what  you  yourself  call'  “ a bad 
state  of  nerves,"  for  which  the  following 
medicine  might  do  you  good : —Quinine,  i 
drachm;  hydrobromic  acid,  1}  drachms*; 
dilute  phosphoric  acid,  2 draduns  ; liquor 
strychnin®,  1 drachm;  tincture  of  ginger, 
2 drachms;  emulsion  of  chloroform  to  8 
ounces.  One  tnblespoonful  three  times  a 
day  for  one  week  at  a time,  discontinuing 
every  alternate  week. 

“ H.  B.  — At  sixty-six  years  of  age  it  is 
not  easy  to  give  a “ recipe  which  will  act 
as  a permanent  corrective  ’’—in  other  words, 
a “ cure  ’’  of  such  a stomach  -complaint  as 
vouch.  Far  better  to  try  and  piovont  ii  e ll  itu- 
lence  and  fermentation  which  trouble  vou 
alter  meals  by  carefully  avoiding  indigestible 
foods,  pastry,  cakes,  vegetables,  and  espe- 
cially too  much  liquid  of  any  kind  at  meals. 
It  lx  best  for  you  to  take  no  Huid  at  all  at 
meals,  to  take  your  food  dry,  and  to  drink 
only  two  or  three  hours  after  meals.  (This, 
•J  course,  means  taking  neither  tea  nor 
coffee  at  breakfast  or  tea  time.)  I think  if 
you  try  this  treatment  you  would  find  great 
benefit  and  . relief  from  your  flatulence. 
IV.U.— iliis  is  a “tip”  which  many  of  my 
correspondents  might  take  to  their  advan- 
tage. 


AN  ARTISTIC  PRODUCTION. 


The  1923  catalogue  of  seeds  published  by 
the  C.W.S.  agricultural  department,  at 
Derby,  is  an  artistic  production,  and  worth 
retaining  for  the  beautifully  coloured  pic- 
tures alone.  The  cover  is  particularly 
pretty,  and  the  whole  catalogue  does  oredit 
to  the  Reddish  works.  Pictures  of  chrysan- 
themums, asters,  tomatoes,  dahlias,  carna- 
tions, and  tlie  ten-week  stocks  in  their 

i . -i Mv  i He  value  of 

the  booklet  to  garden  lovers. 

Flower  seeds  are  offered  in  greater  varie- 
ties than  previously  and  there  is  plenty  of 
opportunity  for  choice  in  the  vegetable 
section,  particularly  in  regard  to  seed 
potatoes.  The  latter  grow  more  popular 
each  year,  chiefly  because  they  yield  such 
satisfactory  results. 


CALENDAR. 


S.  North-Western  Educational  Association  (Oldham 
Group).— Conference  in  the  King-street  Co- 
operative Educational  Reruns,  Oldhnni.  at  3 
p m-  Subject  lor  discussion  : V Co-operators 
and  the  Social  Order."  Speaker.  .Mr.  H. 
Clarke  (Oldham). 

JANUARY. 

Jfidland  Sectional  Board  and  Educational  Associa- 
tion.—Week-end  School,  in  the  Rockinghum- 
road  Council  School,  Kettering.  Lecturer, 
Mr.  Normhn  Angel). 

S.  Midland  Sectional  Conference,  in  IJic  Rocking- 
linin-rofld  Council  School,  Kettering,  at  3 
p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : “ Trade  and 
Capital."  Paper  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co- 
operative Union), 

„ North-Western  Section  (Cheshire  ond  North 
Wales  District  Association).— Special  Confer- 
ence. on  the  premises  of  the  Birkenhead 
Society.  Subjects  for  discussion  : " Stocks 
and  Prices  " and  " Publicity  and  Propn- 
gnndn. 

„ Wholesale  Society.— Divisional  Meetings  : In  the 
Society's  Premises,  West  Blandford-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  nt  2 p.in.  In  tlie  Cn 
perilown  House  Hall,  Half  Mooli  Pussa; 
Dunen n -street,  London,  E.,  nt  2 p.m. 

Hie  Empire  Picture  Palace,  Nottinglmm-rond,’ 
„ Ripley,  at  2 p.m.  In  the  Largo  Hall,  Tech- 
meal  College,  Queen-Mreot  South.  Hudders- 
field, at  3 p.m.  In  the  Mitchell  Memorial 
Hall,  Balloon-street,  Manchester,  at  3 p.m'. 
In  file  Co-operative  Hall,  48,  Botchergnte! 
Carlisle,  at  2-45  p.m.  In  the  Society's  Pro- 
mises, Broad  Quay,  Bristol,  at  2 p.m.  In 
the  Society's  Premises,  St.  Jlory-street, 
Cardiff,  ot  2 p.m. 

S.  Northern  Educational  Association. -Conference 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Pricslgato,  Dnrling- 
at,  2-30  P-"|-  Subject  for  discussion  : 
I lie  Present  Educational  Outlook,"  Ad- 
dress by  Mr.  F.  Young  (Executive). 

Southern  Sectional  Confercrc",  nf  iho  Assembly 
Room,  C.W.S,,  Lomnn-styeet,  London,  El  (it 
2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : » Working 
together  in  the  Co -operative  Movement  ” • 
(o  he  introduced  by  Mr.  Leonard  S.  Woolf. 

„ "Wholesale  Society.— General  Mooting,  in  the 
Mitchell  Memorial  Hall,  Balloon-street,  Man- 
chester, at  2 p.m. 


FNTE  RTA I N E RS. 

SOUTHERN,  " CO-OPERATIVE  ENTRHTA INMENT 

AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.C.C.).— Write  for  artistes 
tojt.  lllDHEttD,  66.  Great  I’rescolt-strect,  London,  E.l. 

A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

MR.  WILL  CARTER'S  " M EUR  IK  MIMICS.” — 
An  original  show.  Great  success  this  season. 
Konnemont  gimranteed.  Wo  cater  lor  all  and  offend 
none.  Christmas  and  New  Year  still  open.  Terms 
moderate;  distaneo  no  ohjeet,— 15,  War  wick-street. 

'Phono  1163  Central. 


Iltilmc,  Manchester. 


W 

and  Dramatic  Recitals;  l'inpofnrte  and  Singing  Inter, 
hides  by  Marian  Mureli;  Icwim  . moderate.— Organist 
Mr.  William  Stewaht,  201,  Buolninan-stroot,  Glasgow. 


ANTED,  dates,  Scotland.  February  and  March. 
* V *or  MARGARET  N1  If  Ii  C’Fl ; High-class  Contody 
d Dramatic  Jtocitals;  l'iapoforte  and  Sipging  Inter. 


“THE  HEW  DAWN” 

The  " Readable  " Trade  Union 
Paper.  Published  lortnighllv 
(on  Saturdays)  Price  2d. 
Irom  branch  secretaries,  or  3d. 
post  Iree  Irom  Cen'r&l  Office — 
" Osldey."  Wilmslow  R ad, 

Failowfield.  M<ncb— 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


B 


AKER.— The  Ilaslemere  Society  thanks  oil  appli- 
cants lor  the  position,  and  liogs  to  state  that 
appointment  has  been  made. ; ■ 


■OLYTH  CENTRAL  INDUSTRIAL  AND  PROVIDENT 
1>  SOCIETY  LTD.  (Registered  Ollice,  York-street, 
Illy tli). — The  Committee  of  above  Society  tender  their 
t thunks  to  all  the  applicants  who  applied  for 
it  ion  of  SECRETARY,  recently  advertised.  This 
position  has  now  been  filled,  subject  lo  members'  con- 
firmation.— Bv  order  of  the  Committee,  J.  W.  Joicey, 
icrnl  Manager. 


/"'I  HOCERY  AND  PROVISIONS.— Wanted,  smart 
\JT  SHOP  FOREMAN  for  central  shop;  thorough 
knowledge  of  trade  essential ; nble  to  organise  and 
control;  good  window-dresser,  and  knowledge  ot  leak- 
age; wages  £4  10s. — Apply  immediately,  slating  age, 
experience,,  and  references,  Grays  Co-operative  Society 
Limited,  lira)  s,  V ex 

CX  HOCERY  MANAGER  AND  BUYER.— The  Ten  Acres 
If  and  Stlrchley  Co-operative  Society  invites  appli- 
cations for  thin  position  from  men  with  practical  ex- 
perience of  llie  grocery  trade ; the  society  has  eighteen 
grocery  departments ; present  Prado  averaging  £160,000 
per  annum;  wages  will  be  paid  on  the  scale  of  the 
N.U.C.O. — Applications  must  1>-  made  by  letter,  giving 
particulars  of  experience,  staling  age,  and  submitting 
copies  of  references.  Letters  rilust  be  delivered  to  the 
Society's  Offices,  Umherslade  road,  StircUley,  Birming- 
liain.  not  lut'er  than  January  1st,  1923.  


HEAD-BAKER  Required  for  a Surrey  Society;  ex- 
perienced in  production  of  good  bread,  cakes, 
and  sinulls;  present  output  18  rucks  and  £20  smalls.— 
Give  age,  experience,  salary  required,  and  when  dis- 
engaged, and  copies  of  any  recent  testimonials,  to  Box 
" Co-operative  News,"  ^Manchester.  


K OOI1  DALE  PROVIDENT  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY 
LIMITED.— MANAGER  Wanted  for  Cool  Depart- 
ment.— Apply  by  letter,  giving  references  and  wages 
required.  Applications  to  be  received  by  Thursday, 
December  28th,  first  post,  addressed  -Jo  Secretary, 
endorsed  “ Coal  Manager." 


SALESMEN  with  a thorough  knowledge  of  Canned 
Goods  Required  by  a large  firm,  importers  and 
distributors;  applicants  must  have  extensive  and  per- 
sonal connection  with  co-operative  societies  in  (a) 
London  and  the  South  of  England;  (b)  Yorkshire  ond 
Lancashire;  excellent  opportunities  for  the  right  inert; 
salary  und  expenses.— Write,  giving  full  particulars, 
age,  past  experience,  &e.,  to  " Sales,"  c/o  Tayleris, 
30,  Fleet-Street,  London,-  E.C.  


rpn 


' merit  has  been  made. 


i intimate  that  an  appoint- 


ANTED,  early  in  January,  by  the  Terling  Pro- 
v T vident  Society  Ltd.,  MANAGER  for  General 
tillage  Stores.— Apply,  with  full  particulars,  to  the 
"tcretary,  Terling  Provident  Society,  Withain,  Essex. 
U«7  ANTED,  II READ  FOREMAN,  to  work  under 

* » V-.U  . ...arius-11  niu.l  t>"  disblplimvrian 

and  used  to  Perkins  automatic  plant  and  draw  plates. — 
Apply  by  letter,  stating  wage  required  und  enclosing 
copies  of  two  testimonials,  to  General  Manager,  Co- 
operative Society  Ltd.,  Long  Eaton. 

VM7 ANTED,  MANAGER  for  Drapery  and  Allied  De- 
T * pnrtnient-.— Apply,  stating  age,  experience, 
qualifications,  Secretary,  Swansea  Co-operative  Society. 
\\T ANTED,  FOREMAN  BUTCHER,  to  manage  one 
Y?  shop  and  to  give  supervision  to  two  others; 
iniLst  have  good  all-round  experience  of  English  and 
imported  trade;  will  act  ns  foreman  in  nil  slaughter- 
ing duties;  good  disciplinarian;  no  buying.— Applica- 
tions, stating  age,  wage  required,  experience,  and 
references,  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary,  Co-operative 
Society,  High-street,  Rusliden,  Northants,  not  later 
than  Thursday,  December  28th. 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 


Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. C LERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  reference.-,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
JOHN  Turner,  Generrtl  Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
ion,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks, 
Dilkc  House,  Mnlet-drcct,  London,  W.C.l. 


B 


.uiring  Ope  , „ 

; requested  to  apply  to  W.  Banfield,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Uni 


SITUATION  Required  as  CAR  or  LURRY  DRIVER; 

Gate,  Change,  or  "Ford";  seven  years’  garage 
experience  as  driver  and  mechanic;  excellent  refer- 
ence-; ex-servicemen;  nt  present  driving  throc-ton 
" Thornycrolt  " lurry;  will  he  di-engngcdliD  January. 
— Charles  - H.  Toogood,  c/o  Mr.  'Tice,  Glemsford, 
Suffolk. 


T 


APARTMENTS. 

SPEND  CHRISTMAS  AT  SCARBOROUGH. 
INDALL’S  hoarding  house,  3,  Blcnbeiiu-torrace. 
Speciul  Christmas  terms  und  fare. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ROOT  AND  SHOE  REPAIRS.— Offers  required  for 
Second-hand  (No.  3)  COMBINATION  FINISHING 
MACHINE  by  Standard  Engineering..  Machine  (Y>. ; 
opacity  500  -pairs  xyeekly;  in  working  order;  view 
appointment.— Co-operative  Society,  i Uowning-street, 


Manclicfitir. 


Brain  power  and  marriage  (too  pages,  iiius.>; 

Iree  with  illus.  Birth  Control  Guide,  l’.O.  3s.— 
Bookman,  106b,  Portlnnd-road,  London,  W.ll. 

Devonshire  clotted  cream,-  the  real  thing, 

famous  tho  world  oveY.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Priro,  National  Dairy  Show, 
London ; produced  by  iho  Cathedral  Dairy,  Exeter; 
special  terms  to  co-operntivo  societies;  prices  on  appli- 
cation.—Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operntivo  and'  Indus- 
leal  Society  Ltd.,  110,  Sidwoll-stroet,  Exeter. 

I7IOR  SALE,  BAKER'S  VANS,  2 and  4 wheelers;  all 
• ready  for  (lie  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  HAWKING 
VAN  on  " Ford  " chassis. — Apply,  the  Leicester  Car- 
riage Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Marlmv-road, 
Leicester. 

A1<s  nnd  Improved  Light  Class 
HEARSES  und  COACHES;  various  designs; 
io  second-hand;  pliolos  frep.— Cash  or  terms,  John 
Muistons  Carringo  Works  Limited,  Brndlord-strcet- 
Dirininghain. 

EAS1I.Y  EARNED  b>  selling  I{IU1H.K 
STAMPS  — Free  ‘ pArlfenlnrs  Irom  Rieldord's 
Ltd.,  Snow  Mill,  London,  E.C.l. 

MOTOR  HEARSE;  saloon;  hitest  design  body  for 
llireo  purposes;  suit-  any  chassis;  particulars 
free.— M.uiston's  Carriago  Works  Limited,  Bradford- 
:et,  Birmingham. 

TO  PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETIES.— TIkT  EdinburgirE^ 
liibition  draws  pear.  II  your  Showcase  needs 
renovating,  send  it  lo  tho  Productive  Sociotv  qunlilled 
l.y  experience  lo  do  this  work,  the  Midland  Wood- 
workers Ltd,,  Bristol-strcet,  Birmingham. 


W ACCI  NATION  dors  not  prevent  or  mitigate  smallpox 
w and  is  seriously  dangerous,  especially  lo  the  poorer 
is  of  workers.  Urge  your  M.P.'»  lo  slop  employers 
loreing  it  on  their  employees.— Leallels,  2s.  4d. 

100,  A.  J.  Marriott,  6,  Suckville-streei,  Reading 


ITITIIIST  SCORE  CARDS.— Superior,  modern,  atir.ic- 
live;  250,  4-.  6d. ; 1.000,  14s. , post  ir. 
Scott's,  32,  (Town-avenue,  Clydebank,  Glasgow. 


WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  In  Leeds  to  DINH 
at  (ho  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society'* 
•Restaurant. 

Quality  Is  Right.  Prices  are  Right, 

Nolo  tho  Address:  ALBION  STREET. 


Airedale  co-operative  worsted  manufac- 

TURING  FOCIETY  LIMITED. 

Makers  <.'  DRESS  GOODS  (PLAIN  AND  FANCIES). 
Also  LININGS  and  ITALIAN  CLOTHS  (lor  Tailoring 
Departments). 

Samples  sent  to  Societies  on  application. 
Addre-s,  Fulton  Street,  Bradford,  Yorks.  Tel.  No.  e36. 


FULL  of 
ENERGY! 

H6.VIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  il 


CO-OPERflTiVE  STORES 


“ Adaptable  ” pull-on  Hat  (as  sketch)  in 
Chiffon  Velveteen. 

Can  be  worn  either  with  brim  turned 
up  or  down, 

A"  Post 

Colours  I I I Free, 


Market  Street,  Bradford. 

'Phone,  5216. 


T0DM0RDEN 
INDUSTRIAL  and 
CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY  LIMITED 

o 

Election  of  Directors. 

□ 

C.W.S.  BOARD. 

□ 

The  members  ol  tlie  C.W.S.  uro  reminded  of  the 
candidature  ©I 

Con,  J.  H.  Whitaker 


of  Todmorden.  nndure  asked  (o  reserve  one  vole  fop 
him. 

Councillor  Whitaker  is  chairman  >4  (lie  fllotor-'hus 
Committee,  and  member  of  the  Gas  and  Education 
Committees,  and  olflor  important  Committees  and  Sub- 
committees ol  the  Todmorden  Town  Council. 

. lie  I ms  hnd  long  experience  in  co-operative  manage- 
ment, is  nn  expert  in  finance,  amt  i-  eminently  quali- 
fied tor  n scut  of  such  an  important  body  ns  the 
C.W.S.  Directors. 

VOTE  FOR  WHITAKER  OF  TODMORDEN. 

Besides  being  a thorough  Co-operator,  he  i-  also 
nn  active  member  of  executive  committees  of  l'rado 
Unions. 

RESERVE  ONE  VOTE  FOR  WHITAKER  OP 
TODMORDEN. 


December  23,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 
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OLID 

0L  ^ TYLISH 

H you  ERVICEABLE  spEROpE 

want  - hofs  for  r;.T 

V Sunshine  or  r* 

TORM 

Co-operative  Printing  Society 

• Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

Address:  SPEROPE  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL,  near  HINCKLEY. 

The  Most  Up-to-Dato 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 

HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  Stores  for  this  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 

X.L,"  “ Eccles,”  " Climax,"  and  other  Check  Systems 
Penny  Savings  Bank  Accounts.  “SIMPLEX'’ 
System : No  Posting.  Saves  time,  Oreatcst 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 

NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches ; Rutherford  Street,  Newcastle-ou-Tyno, 
Tudor  street,  Loudon,  E.C. 

LEEDS  IND0STBIAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALBION  STREET.  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Makers  of  Flour. 
Grain,  Potato, 
Su?ar.  Treacle 
Bins  ani  Shoots. 


D*  ry,  Bakery, 
ed  lutcherirvt 
Dap  irtmcnts 
Supplied 


Send  for 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOGUE. 


M 

EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO -OPERA.  FIVS 

BRAND  

on 

MEN’S 

BOOTS 

is 

A GUARANTEE 
OF  QUALITY 

and 

RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS, 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“I  & U"  WORKS, 

DESBOROUGH. 


Cbe  Ideal  ’ 


Joseph  Baker  Sons  & Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


ALL  THE  PLANT  IN 
THE  BAKERY. 

Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH.’ 

1 clef  rami  : T clcOhom : ?_ 

PIONEERS,  PETERBOROUGH.  101  PETERBOROUGH 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Thomson  Ltd.,  Edinlirih. 


—Vide  Reliable  Jiome  Styes.  — 


: DRUMMER 

■ _ 

■ in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

B Jj&Jp  & iL^Wr  bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

1 Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

' BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 

■ ■ ■ Makers  of  Cdges'  “ODotty  SBlue"  & "ZD oily  (Bream." 


Ladies’  Tailor-.Vlade 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Alovemenr, 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  Tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  in  the 
Movement. 


Worts  « WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Healer  Royd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Mi'urj  of  Ox  or«l  Shirtlaji,  Grandrcllss,  Fiaiaelett), 
Siletias,  Liaenettes,  Lustres,  & SiUetem  Liaiaji ; 
also  ot  Grey  Cloths. 

Tolophone : National,  Burnley,  135.  Manchester  Royal 
Exchange,  No.9Pillar.  L'el . : N vtional.  Mauchesto.\3310. 

Registered  Office  i 6,  Church  St.,  Manchester. 

CULCHETH  HALL 

Country  Holiday  Residence 

Open  all  the  year  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington  ; 10  minutes'  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway;  -5 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 
Tennis.  Bowling.  Click  Golf.  Croquet. 

Billiards.  Neac  lo  Kenyon  Golt  Links. 

For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  lIavies,  Manageress,  Culchoth  Hall, 

Newchurch.  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  On-operative  Society,  Leigh,  Lancs. 
Tolophone  323  Loigh. 


Your  Store  stocks 

WTEGBITY 


BRAND 

Ladies’  an  1 Ge  ts’ 

HOSIERY  and 
UNDERWEAR 


Give  up  wearing  ill-fittinf 
and  uncom  ortible  Holier/ 

and  Underwear.  

W«  can  fit  you  perfectly. 
Our  Buu'neii  is  still 
vroiomj  btcau i:  the 
foods  ui:  mak:  arc 


Warulaclurzt  • i lh: 
WiiSTOtf  HOSIERS 
— Limited,  — 
-Visitor  [Ci-socra- 
Hoc  PmLidioz 
Sodd'j). 


“BEEHIVE” 

LIQUID  GRATE  POLISH 

Is  a Great  Polish. 

— Ask  for  it  at  Your  Stores. — 

TRY  IT. 


Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Oroylsden. 


WANTED  y Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  at  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  BTd  Baots  & Sfeass. 

Trade  Union  Stamped.  Sitisfictiaa  tlaass-xtieL 

Works  - DARTFORQ  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Siciety  Ltd.,  Park  Hills,  Lz:k,  Stsffarfshirt 

Sewing  Silks  for  Hand  or  '■faeirine  uae.  Baotr-G'o?La  j 
Twist,  Tailors'  Buttoo-Hole  Twist,  <fci  Bwliajs 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Bsltiaz,  and  other  Friii  oix;i 
Agents  : The  English  aril  Scittra.S  QfhMrsiL:  Srai'Irs. 


The  Leicester  Co-aparatlya  Blit 
and  Shoe  Manufaslsfiaa  Society 

Makers  of  the  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  La  lies’  Boots  & Shoes. 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-  ate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trail  Cola  a Strao 

EQUITY  WORKS, 

Branch  Warehouse  : 8.  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 


Thomson s 'mmIi  Cloths 

can  he  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhousc  Mils,  HlIDJEioFIEL!). 

Sole  Agents:  The 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Qoths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quilts,  & c. 

Can  be  had  at  CO  OPER  \TIVE  STORES  ON  LY 
Please  ask  for  them. 


I ACTIC  CHEESE  spreads  like  butter, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  C.W.S. 
specialties.  Ask  f r it  in  your  local  shop. 
i'"'J,LUES  in  cakes  of  all  sizes  are  prepared 
at  the  C.W.S.  Glue  Works,  Pontefract. 
Ask  for  C.W.S.  glue — and  stick  no  other. 


CMOKLRS  should  buy  the  C.W.S.  NAVY 
^ CUT  Cigarettes.  They  are  the  boBt 
of  the  kind ; C.W.S.  always. 


<f  MINGI 

^ lenr 


m CRESS  SOAP  is  one  of  the  b 
^ known  soaps — made  by  the  C.W.S. 
those  who  want  to  faoe  the  C.W.S.  flour 
and  grow. 


A/TKING  DYES  are  made  in  really  artistic 
* colours,  and  are  reliable  in  domestic 
use.  Ask  to  see  the  range  of  Viking  Dyes 
at  your  Store. 


DEVONIA  SERGES  are  the  productions 
of  the  Uuckfastleigh  Mills  of  tho 
C.W.S.  Ask  to  see  them  at  your  Stores. 
If  not,  why  not?  They  uie  real  co-operativo 
productions,  Al. 


“Now  wc  know  where 
he  gets  them  from." 


FEDERATION  SELF-RAISING  FLOUR 
■*-  is  famous  in  the  Lancashire  district, 
and  housewives  proclaim  that  there  is 
“ none  better”;  and  that’s  the  fact. 

PELAW  BOOT  POLISH  gives  you  a 
shoe-shine  that  rivals  sunshine. 
Always  brilliant  and  bright.  The  shine  that 
won’t  come  off.” 

^ GOLD  FLAKE  Cigarettes 
vv  nro  t)ie  cigarettes  to  ask 

for  at  your  stores.  Always  use  the  letters 
C.W.S.*  before  the  words  Gold  Flake. 

SPORTS  of  every  kind  are  catered  for  by 
tho  C.W.S.  Managers  of  retail  stores 
should  keep  the  C.W.S.  SPORTS  CATA- 
LOGUE from  the  department  at  Balloon- 
street,  Manchester,  for  daily  reference. 


Managers  wanting  help  in  the 

delivery  of  goods  should  send  to  tho 
C W;S.  Cycle  Works,  Tyseley,  Birmingham, 
for  particulars  of  the  new  cycle  carrier  for 
retail  branches. 
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NOTHING  LIKE 


COSO  COCOA 

A REAL  FOOD  BEVERAGE 


December  23,  102: 


When  your  lad  becomes  16  let  him  take  up 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

through  the  C.W.S.  Section. 

The  Local  Secretary  will  tell  you  about  it. 


NOW  READY. 

Every  member  of  a Society  who  wants  to  realise  the  Depth  and  Height 
of  the  Co-operative  Movement  should  have  the 

— PEOPLE’S  — 


YEftR  BOOK 

for  1923. 


It  is  a Storehouse  of  Facts  and  Figures,  and  a 
Revelation  of  the  Future. 


THE  PEOPLES  YEAR  BOOK 

= 

Every  Co-operative  Employee 

MAKES  A CAPITAL 

SHOULD  BUY  A COPY 

New  Year’s  Present. 

- 

= 

for  Home  and  Store. 

The  New  Edition  can  be  ordered  through  Your  Store. 

Hand  3s.  or  2s.  to  your  Manager  or  Secretary,  and  he  will  get  you  a copy. 


Special  Terms  to  Societies,  Clubs,  Unions,  Guilds,  &c, 
CLOTH.  o 

1 copy  - - . - 3s.  S?.m. 

12  copies  or  more  - 2s,  6d.  each ; 

6 to  eleven  copies  - 2s.  9s.  „ 


PAPER. 

post  Irce 

2s.  Sd. 

Is.  9d.  each, 
is.  lOd,  „ 


Every  Society  should  order  supplies  Jor  sale  to  members  and  employees,  and  orders  should  be 
sent  early  to  any  oj  the  fallowing  addresses  ; — 

The  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  118,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester; 
S.CW.S.  Stationery  Department,  24,  Morrison  Street,  Glasgow; 

C.W.S.  Stationery  Department,  1,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester; 

C.W.S.  Stationery  Department,  West  Blandford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne ; 
C.W.S.  Stationery  Department,  99,  Leman  Street,  London,  E.  1 ; 
and  at  Bristol  and  Cardiff. 

All  orders,  with  remittances,  far  single  copies,  should  be  sent  to  the 
Co-operative  Press  Agency. 


If  N.B. — All  Coupons  must  he  securely 
attached  To  any  communications 
relating  thereto, 

C.W.S. 

DEVELOPMENT 

BONDS 


Special  Notice  re 
Interest  Payment 
due  January  1st, 

1923. 


REGISTERED  BONDS. 

Where  holders  have  an  account  with 
the  C.W.S.  Bank,  interest  (less  tax)  will 
be  credited  to  such  account,  and  an  advice 
and  Certificate  of  Deduction  of  Tax  will 
be  forwarded  to  Bondholders. 

Where  holders  have  no  account  with 
the  Bank,  the  interest  (less  tax)  will  be 
remitted  with  a Certificate  of  Deduction 
of  Tax. 

In  the  case  of  Co-operative  Societies, 
the  interest  will  be  ci  edited  to  their  accounts 
withe  it  deduction,  of  tax. 

BEARER  BONDS. 

Bondholders  should  forward  their 
coupons  to  the  Bank  for  payment  in  the 
usual  way,  or  if  desired  they  may  be 
passed  for  collection  through  the  local 
Co-operative  Societies,  who  will  send 
them  to  the  Bank  for  verification.  The 
Bank  will  credit  the  Societies,  with  the 
amounts  due  (less  tax),  after  which 
Societies  will  pay  the  proceeds  to  holders 
in  due  course. 

U N.B. — All  Coupons  must  he  securely 
attached  to  any  communications 
relating  thereto. 

C.W.S.  BANK, 

1,  Balloon  Street,  MANCHESTER, 


IF  YOU  HAVE  SAVINGS 
TO  INVEST 

ask  for  particulars  of 

C.W.S.  Deposit  Notes 

an  n 

Individual  Deposit  Accounts. 

The  local  store  secretary 
can  supply  them. 


I AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


I 


Pels  w Polish 


I STILL  SHINING. 


Print/xi  *0«I  Published  by  Uto  Nitiohu,  CO-Ophutivr  riULiamwa  SOUiiii  Liuitbd,  at  tLeic  Offloea,  j,.ng  Mitlg.tlo,  Mi\udi6stor.-|ftturday,  D.-combii  23rtl,  1922. 


CO-OWUTIVG  N*W3,  AM1»  JOURNAL  Or  ASflOCUTM)  INIJUSIIIY,  December  30ltl,  1922. 

the  “CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS”  FOR  PROGRESSIVE  VIEWS 


STORES 

Can  be  made 
attractive  by 

Displays  of 

c.w.s. 

BISCUITS. 


No.  2992.  No.  192.  New  Series.  Manchester,  Saturday,  December  30,  1922. 


PRICE  TWOPENCE. 
Registered  03  a Newspaper. 


In  sending  Coupons 
to  the  C.W.S.  Bank 
in  connection  with 


bearer  Bondholders 
should  see  that  all 
Coupons  are  securely 
attached  to  any  com- 
munications relating 
thereto. 
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The  PEOPLE’S 

YEAR  BOOK 

1923. 


The  new  edition  of  this 

'‘WONDERFUL  YEAR  BOOK," 

as  the  Press  termed  our  last 
edition,  is  now  ready. 


FINE  ART  ILLUSTRATIONS 

of  Distinguished  Men,  Women, 
Famous  Paintings  of  the  year, 
and  National  and  International 
activities. 

FACTS,  FIGURES,  AND 
PICTURES 

drawn  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
The  greatest  possible  care  has 
been  besrowcd  on  the  volume,  in- 
cluding contributions  from  leaders 
of  advanced  thought  in  Europe. 


V. 

Seasonable  Qifts. 

What  Gift  could  be  more 
suitable  either  for  your 
wife  or  yourself  than  a 

C.l.S.  endowment 
Assurance  policp? 

which  will  provide  for  the 
" winter rr  of  old  age. 

There  is  a type  to  meet  every 
need,  and  within  the  means 
of  every  purse. 

Fi  ll  particulars  on  application  to  the 

CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE  SOCIETY 

rjmltod, 

1 109,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester!  59, 

) Morrison  Street, . Glasgow  ? and  repre- 

Lsentotiver  in  ?ajl  co-operative*  centres. 


“OUR  JOB”  IN  THE  NEW  YEAR. 


TO  BUILD  THE  FUTURE. 

EACH  MUST  LAY  HIS  OWN  BRICK. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae,  chairman  of  the  Central 
Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  gets 
down  t-o  individual  duty. 

“ Every  individual  co-operator  tough b to 
regard  himself  as  a volunteer  in  the  army  of 
builders  erecting  a new  world.  Some  use 
one  tool,  and  some  another.  Every  tool 
should  he  efficient  and  every  worker  in 
earnest.  He  who  is  using  the  trowel  of  co- 
operation must  not  play  with  a pick.  His 
business  is  to  lay  co-operative  bricks  loyally, 
continuously,  and  cheerfully.  He  is  work- 
ing not  for  to-day,  hut  for  all  days.  His 
contribution  may  not  be  extensive,  but  if  it 
he  well  and  truly  laid  it  will  have  its  share 
in  the  future  gkrv.  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral 
lias  millions  of  stones,  large  and  small,  in  its 
wonderful  mass ; and  thousands  of  men  look 
part  in  its  erection.  Some  worked  on  t he 
ground,  some  in  it,  and  some  above  it.  But 
most  of  the  werk  was  done  by  the  layers  of 
small  stones.  In  the  making  new  of  the 
world,  co-operatively,  there  will  he  great 
diversity  of  duty,  hut  most  of  the  glory  will 
belong  to  the  rank  and  fib  who  lay  purchase 
upon  purchase,  * loyally,  eoulinuoiudy,  and 
cheerfully.’ " 

“UNITY  OUR  SHEET  ANCHOR." 

S.C.W.S.  PRESIDENTS  COUNSEL. 

Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  J.P.,  president  of  Hie 
S.C.W.S.,  believes  in  " Unity  and 
Loyalty  " as  the  winning  slogan  for  1923. 

“ The  Year  1922  has  been  one  if  the  most 
critical  in  the  annals  of  co-operation.  Sales 
have  dropped,  heavy  demands  have  been 
made  upon  the  capital  of  societies,  and  the 
members  in  these  trying  times  have  had 
cause  to  praise  the  foresight  which  led  them 
to  become  co-operators,  and  thus  enabled 
them  to  draw  upon  their  own  reserves. 

“ The  future  is  in  the  lap  of  the  gods,  but 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  co-operators  to  dedicate 
themselves  afresli  to  the  work  that  lies 
before  them.  I would  urge  concentration  of 
energy  and  purchasing  power,  then  all  the 
time,  never  forget  to  be  loyal  to  the  princi- 
ples for  which  the  pioneers  fought  and  made 
sacrifices.  Remember  that  unity  is  our 
sheet  anchor  and  disintegration  of  our  forces 
spells  disaster. 

“My  wisli  for  1923  is  that  all  co-opera- 
tors should  guard  the  heritage  that  has  been 
handed  down  to  them.  Be  of  good  cheer, 
and  be  determined  to  make  the  coining  year 
one  of  .the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of 
our  movement.” 

“EDUCATE,  EDUCATE. 

EDUCATE ! " 

THE  PRESS  TALKS. 

Mr.  George  Brownbill,  J.P.,  the  president 
of  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing 
Society  Ltd.,  “ rubs  in  ” tho  need  for 
education. 

“ The  chief  job  of  individual  co-operators 
who  have  themselves  studied,  reflected 
upon,  mastered,  and  assimilated  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  movement,  is  to  instil  into 
their  neighbours,  their  'fellow-workers,  the 
members  of  tho  community  generally, 
wherever  and  whenever  he  meets  them,  and 
the  opportunity  presents  itself  and  can  be 
tactfully  taken  advantage  of,  the  inestim- 
able importance  to  the  community,  the 
nation,  and  the  world,  of  the  principles 
and  practices  which  they  have  themselves 
espoused,  and  from  which  they  have  bene- 
fited materially  and  otherwise. 

“ Individual  action  in  this  useful  direction 
should  be  ceaselessly  supplemented  by  the 
efforts  of  our  press,  expounded  and 
developed  so  that  the  present  splendid  ser- 
vices done  by  the  1 News  ’ and  its  allied 
publications  should  be  definitely  increased 
in  influence  and  power.  ‘ Educate,  educate, 
educate,'  should  bo  our  motto  still.”' 


rT"'HE  Editor  has  invited  leaders  in 
^ various  Co-operative  spheres  to  tell 
us,  the  Co-operators  of  Great  Britain, 
what  is  to  be  our  chief  job  in  the  New 
Year  that  is  about  to  dawn.  The  replies 
received  appear  on  this  page,  Some 
others  that  were  expected  had  not  arrived 
in  time  to  be  included. 


TO  THE  CO-OPERATORS  OF 

.THE  WORLD. 

THE  MESSAGE  OF  THE  INTER- 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Goedhart,  who,  as  president  of  the  In- 
ternational Co-operative  Alliance,  might 
be  described  as  “ president  of  the  co- 
operative movement,"  brings  us  to  first 
co-operative  principles. 

“Loyalty  will  be  in  1923,  as  always,  the 
principal  job  of  every  individual  member  of 
all  the  co-operative  societies;  but  in  1923 
there  is  still  more  reasou  than  formerly  for 
performing  that  job,  because  of  the  difficul- 
ties arisen  for  the  movement  out  of,  and 
after,  the  war  and  the  dangers  which 
menace  it. 

“ We  see  that  the  turnovers  of  co-opera- 
tive societies  sink  and  the  turnovers  of  the 
Wholesale  Societies  go  the  same  way.  Par- 
tially this  may  be  the  consequence  of  the 
falling  of  the  prioes  and  the  reigning  unem- 
ployment everywhere;  still,  partially,  the 


reason  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  many 
members  of  co-operative  societies,  many 
managers,  and  even  committeemen,  do  not 
realise  what  the  co-operative  movement  is, 
aud  such  persons  seem  to  think  that 
co-operation  is  not  a new  and  a better 
system  of  economic  leading  of  human 
society,  but  only  a means  to  get  every  com- 
modity of  life  cheaper  and  better.  That 
being  the  ease,  they  leave  their  society  and 
the  Wholesale  as  soon  as  they  imagine  that 
this  can  be  to  their  profit — an  imagination 
which,  of  course,  in  the  end  is  as  unjust  as 
stupid,  because  the  consequence  of  it  must 
be  the  wrecking  of  the  movement.  If  co- 
operators  comprehend  their  duty  better, 
then  steady  propaganda  is  utterly  necessary. 
This  propaganda  is  the  task  of  the  co-opera- 
tive press,  of  the  Co-operative  Unions,  and 
of  tho  International  Co-operative  Alliance. 

“ Therefore,  ©very  co-operator  has  in  1923 
the  duty  to  subscribe  to  the  co-operative 
paper  of  his  country 'and  to  move  kis  sooiety 
to  join  the  Union,  to  advocate  better  pro- 
paganda by  a daily  paper,  and  to  promote 
tho  circulation  of  existing  co-operative 
papers. 

“ Shall  the  movement  become  a force  in 
the  world?  Then  tho  International  Co- 
operative Alliance  must  be  rnado  a most 
powerful  body,  organised  in  such  a way  that 
everywhere  may  be  seen  what  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  is  and  what  its  extension 
leads  to.  Finally,  every  Wholesale  Society 
should  recognise  that  international  co- 
operative trading  is  necessary  in  order  to 
give  co-operation  the  best  olianoe  for  selling 
tho  best  goods  manufactured  under,  tho  best 
circumstances,  economical  and  sooial. 

“ When  1 try  to  sum  up  my  message  to 
the  individual  co-operator,  it  is  : — Try  to  be 
a good  co-operator  and  a good  propagandist, 
then  tho  workers  shall  go  hand  in  hand 
throughout  tho  world.”- 


‘BELIEVE  IN  YOUR  IDEALS.” 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  EMPLOYEES. 

Mr.  J.  J agger,  the  general  president  of  the 
N.U.D.A.W.,  which  represents  so  many 
of  our  oomrades  in  the  co-operative  ser- 
vice, says: — 

“ I am  troubled  by  the  fact  that  as  there 
is  a difference  between  the  position  of  one 
individual  co-operator  and  another,  so  there 
is  a difference  equally  over  a different  line 
of  action  in  the  different  cases.  I should 
say  to  the  co-operative  leader,  * For  goodness 
sake  believe  in  the  movement  and  have  faitli 
in  its  ideals,  brighten  your  conceptions  of 
what  the  movement  stands  for,  ensure  a 
sound  and  generous  labour  policy  within  the 
movement,  keep  down  prices,  do  not  worry 
too  much  abuut  dividends,  give  your  em- 
ployees some  control  in  the  industry  wherein 
they  are  employed,  take  them  into  your  con- 
fidence, and  avail  yourself  of  their  advice  on 
every  occasion.’  To  the  co-operator  who  is 
also  an  employee  I would  say,  ‘ Be  mow 
than  an  employee,  be  a partner;  however 
much  the  leaders  of  the  movement  believe 
in  its  ideals  see  that  you  believe  in  them 
still  more,  and  see  tp  it  that  the  service 
rendered  to  the  members  is  better  than  the 
best  that  can  be  given  by  the  employee  of 
the  capitalistic  traders.’  To  the  rank  aud 
file  co-operative  member  I would  say,  ‘ Do 
not  make  your  membersliip  a mere  matter  of 
trading,  do  all  your  trade  with  the  society, 
but  more  than  that,  be  a keen  critic,  an 
enthusiastic  part  owner,  a thorough  propa- 
’ gandist,  and  an  earnest  missionary.’  ” 


A MENS  GUILD  WRINKLE. 

THE  CHIEF  JOB  THE  OLD  JOB. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins,  as  the  president  of  the 
National  Men’s  Guild,  puts  his  finger  on 
the  spot : 

“During  the  coming  year  the  old  job 
must  be  the  chief  job  of  co-operators.  They 
must  eo-eperate. 

“ Of  a certainty  there  will  be  the  old  in- 
ducements for  them  to  do  otherwise.  For 
co-operators  with  money  to  spend  there  will 
be  attractive  shop  windows  and  specious  ad- 
vertisements to  lure  them  elsewhere  than 
into  their  own  shops.  In  the  beard-room 
and  members’  meetings  the  old  experiences 
of  strong  differences  of  opinion  will  tend  to 
obscure  the  fact  that  their  main  purpose 
must  be  to  work  together.  In  the  million- 
aire press  the  old  arguments  in  new  guise 
will  he  put  forward  demonstrating  why  they 
should  support  men  who  and  measures 
which  lead  from  and  not  to  the  Co-opera- 
tive Commonwealth. 

“In  face  of  all  co-operators-  must 
co-operate.” 

THE  NEED  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 

A SPIRITUAL  REVIVAL. 

Mr.  A.  V.  Alexander,  M.P.,  the  Whip  of  the 
Co-operative  Party  in  Parliament,  sug- 
gests a revival  campaign. 

“ Every  co-operator  should  do  his  or  her 
part  to  secure  a revival  of  the  spiritual  and 
ethical  ideals  of  co-operation.  Apart  from 
tho  set-back  the  movement  has  experienced 
owing  to  the  reduced  purchasing  power  of 
its  members,  n good  deal  of  our  retarded 
progress  is  due  to  the  witlidrawal  of  sup- 
port by  those  who  linve  used  the  movement 
for  material  ends  only.  The  general  ap- 
peal for  a larger  and  fuller  life  for  the 
workers  must  bo  based  on  something  biglior 
and  nobler  than  materialism.  We  need  to 
emphasise  specially  the  truth  uttered  by 
Judge  Hughes  in  ‘ Foundations  ’ that  ‘ if 
the  co-operative  spirit,  with  the  facilities  of 
action  now  open  to  it,  cannot  succeed  in 
forming  a reformed  social  state,  the  exist- 
ing state  will  l>e  absolutely  powerless  to 
create  a co-operative  spirit.’  I commend  to 
every  oo-operator  the  development  of  a co« 
oporj^ivo  spirit  of  that  character.”- 
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Maypole  Dairy  Accounts. 

TnE  accounts  of  the  Maypole  Dairy  Com- 
pany Limited  for  the  year  1921  show  a heavy 
falling  off  in  profits,  viz.,  £551,809.  as  com- 
pared with  £962,970  fer  the  previous  vo nr. 
The  report  gives  the  interesting  p’-ece  of  in- 
formation that  the  company’s  branches  now 
number  942.  Maypole  Dairy  2s.  deferred 
shares  nre  a favourite  si>eculative  counter 
in  the  stock  markets,  and  in  1921  were 
'quoted  at  11s.,  whereas  they  now  stand  at 
5s.  9d.  Their  merit  has  been  much  weakened 
by  a number  of  bonus  distributions,  two 
additional  deferred  shaves  having  been  given 
in  August,  1919,  for  every,  three  then  held, 
and  in  November  of  the  same  year  one  addi- 
tional share  having  been  given  for  every 
three  held,  including  those  of  the  previous 
bonus  distribution.  In  1918  the  deferred 
capital  was  £555.000;  now  it  is  £2,158.332. 
Last  year  the  amounts  distributed  in  divi- 
dends were  in  excess  of  the  year’s  profits  by 
some  £52.000,  and  at  the  sharehold?iV 
meeting,  held  a few  days  ago.  the  Chairman 
stated  that  when  the  last  interim  dividend 
on  tlie  shares  was  paid,  the  Beard  was 
under  the  impression  that  a settlement  of 
the  company’s  claim  against  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  been  received  before  the 
presentation  of  the  accounts. 

Why  Sugar  is  Not  Sold. 

Some  of  the  shareholders  expressed  dis- 
satisfaction at  the  results,  and  elicited  from 
the  Chairman  an  interesting  expression  of 
opinion.  Someone  inquired  why  sugar  was 
not  included  in.  the  articles  scld  by  the  com- 
pany. It  was  also  suggested  that  the  com- 
pany had  taken  tlie  lead  in  cutting  prices, 
particularly  with  regard  to  margarine ; 
questions  were  asked  as  to  the  position  with 
regard  to  sales  of  tea,  and  one  shareholder 
suggested  that  shops  had  been  recently 
purchased  at  so  high  a price  that  in  no  cir- 
cumstances could  they  be  expected  to  earn- 
a return  on  the  capital  outlay.  In  reply,  . 
the  Chairman  said  that  the  experience  of  the 
Board  was  that  the  company  had  always 
done  better  than  those  concerns  which  sold 
sugar  that  was  often  sold  at  a loss,  more  or 
less  for  advertising  purposes.  They  had  not 
the  accommodation  in  the  company’s  shops, 
in  any  case,  to  handle  the  article.  So  far 
frem  cutting  prices,  tho  policy  of  the  Board 
was  to  get  the  best  possible  price  for  their 
articles,  but  they  had  to  meet  competition; 
the  price  of  margarine  was  determined  by 
the  dumping  from  the  Continent.  Tea  sales 
had  made  considerable  progress  until  a 
.recent  rise  in  the  wholesale  market  had  had 
the  effect  of  generally  checking  consump- 
tion; since  then  there  had  been  a.  falling  off. 
As  to  purchasing  shops,  the  company  had 
cither  to  stand  still  or  to  go  forward;  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  had  only  bought  some 
twenty  shops  during  the  year  in  view  of  tho 
high  prices,  whereas  in  previous  years  it  had 
been  the  practice  to  open  perhaps  ns  many 
as  sixty  new  shops  a year.  They  had  to  pay 
the  market  price  for  those  ©hops,  hut  they 
had  a compensation  in  the  shape  of  tlio  in- 
creased value  of  the  premises  they  had 
acquired  cheaply  in  previous  years. 

Employment  Good  in  America. 

A cablegram  received  by  the  London  office 
of  ono  of  the  great  American  finance  houses 
states  that  there  is  a pronounced  labour 
shortage  throughout  the  United  States  due 
to  tho  great  expansion  of  employment  since 
January,  and  to  restricted  immigration. 
It  adds  that  tlie  expansion  of  American  in- 
dustries, especially  manufacturing  indus- 
tries, is  being  retarded  by  this  fact  and  by 
transportation  difficulties,  which  means  that 
in  the  opinion  of  the  senders  of  the  cable- 
gram, huBiness  would  bo  even  more  brisk  in 
the  United  States  if  the  railway  service  were 
better  and  if  more  immigration  were  per- 
mitted. They  do  not  emphasise  tlie  fact- 
hut  it  is  a fact  none  tho  less — that  un- 
restricted immigration  would  cause  wages  to 
fall.  I notice  in  one  paper  also  the  state- 
ment that  in  Canada  there  iB  now  no  unem- 
ployment. This  is  rather  surprising,  and  I 
notice  nothing  is  said  about  rates  of  wages. 
My  own  information  from  that  oountry  it  to 
the  effect  that  those  who  were  able  to  obtain 
temporary  work  in  harvesting  the  crops  had 
to  accept  comparatively  low  wages,  and  that* 
there  is  a steady  emigration  from  Canada 
into  the  United  8tates>  Canada  has  won- 
derful resources,  but  is  largely  dominated  hy 
the  capitalist;  and  labours  under  n crushing 


SPREADING  THE  LIGHT  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 


THE  VALUE  OF  EFFECTIVE  PROPAGANDA. 
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burden  of  indebtedness.  Tho  General 
Manager  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  speaking 
in  that  city  at  the  annual  meeting  the  other 
day  said: — 

With  regard  to  the  general  economic  situa- 
tion it  was  not  satisfactory,  and  he  ex- 
pressed tlie  Opinion  that  Canada  cannot  go 
ahead  again  as  she  should  while  taxation  and 
cost  of  living  were  higher  in  Canada  than  111 
the  United  States  of  America.  Dealing  with 
the  improvement  in  Canadian  exchange  and 
tho  fact  that  the  Canadian  dollar  was  selling 
on  par  with  tho  American  dollar,  lie 
attributed  this  largely  to  tho  heavy 
borrowings  in  New  York  on  tho  part 
of  Canadian  Federal  and  Provincial  Govern- 
ments, municipalities  and  industrial  corpora- 
tions. He  took  the  view,  therefore,  that 
Canada  could  not  lock  upon  the  present 
position  as  permanent,  and  should  he  pre- 
pared for  a possible  return  to  a premium  in 
New  York  Funds. 

R.  and  J.  Dick's  Losses. 

The  report  of  R.  and  J.  Dick,  the  well- 
known  boot  and  shoe  manufacturers  and 
multiple  shop  company,  for  the  year  ended 
August  31st,  1922,  shows  a loss  of  nbcut 
£60,000.  The  report  states  that  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  the  unsatisfactory  results  of 
the  trading  were  the  continued  general 
trade  depression  and  the  fact  that  to  a con- 
siderable extent  the  raw  material  used  was 
delivered  under  contracts  entered  into  in 
1920,  when  prices  were  at  their  highest.  In 
tlie  matter  of  these  contracts,  which  are  now 
practically  completed,  the  company  has  suf- 
fered ill  much  the  same  way  as  the  Dunlop 
Rubber  Company  referred  to  here  last  week. 
The  directors  cf  It.  aud  J.  Dick  state  that 
the  position  cT  their  belting  department 
(they  make  the  well-known  Balata  belting 
for  machinery)  is  satisfactory,  but  that 
there  is  continued  depression  in  the  boot 
trade,  and  their  boot  factory  lias  operated 
only  partially  during  tlie  period  covered  by 
tlie  report.  They  regret  also  to  have  to 
state  that  no  improvement  lias  resulted  from 
their  American  business.  I11  the  previous 
year  tlie  company  made  a trading  loss  of  no 
less  than  £298,500,  and  as,  after  drawing  on 
reserves,  there  was  left  a debit  balance  to  he 
brought  forward  of  £60,000,  the  company 
now  has  a deficiency  of  £141,800  to  make  up. 
Tlie  directors  propose  to  cancel  the  capital 
which  has  been  lost  or  is  unrepresented  by 
available  assets,  by  writing  off  as  lost  16s. 
per  share  on  each  of  the  487,500  ordinary 
shares  of  £1  each,  which  will  thereby  he 
1 educed  to  the  nominal  value  of  4s.  each. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  current  year  will 
show  better' .results.  It  is  indicative  of  ths 
difficulties  that  trading  concerns  have  had 
to  encounter  this  last  year  or  two,  that  a 
year  ago  R.  and  J.  Dick  re-introduced  into 
their  balance  sheet  the  item  “ goodwill,’’ 
which  originally  stood  at  £155,000,  but  had 
been  written  off  gradually  out  of  profits 
the  correct  thing  to  do  as  goodwill  is  not  11 
tangible  or  permanent  asset.  In  1920  the 
company  issued  to  the  public  £250,000  of  8 
per  cent.  Notes  falling  duo  in  1927. 


INTERVIEW  WITH  MR.  BURT  WILLIAMS 

(C.W.S.  Financial  Propaganda  Department). 


[By  Our  London  C’qerbspondknt.] 


Mn.  Burt  Williams. 


For  some  time 
past  Mr.  Burt 
Williams  has  been 
carrying  on  an 
activo  and  useful 
propaganda  cam- 
paign in  South 
Wales,  where  the 
position  of  the 
movement  has 
given  cause  for 
some  anxiety,  as 
evidenced  by  the 
articles  which  have 
recently  appeared 
in  tho  “ Co-opera- 
tive News.”  Mr. 
Williams,  on  Thurs- 
day, last  week, 


SOCIETIES  & DENTISTRY. 

PROPOSALS  BEFORE 
PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, in  London,  last  week,  considera- 
tion was  given  to  a report  from  the  com- 
mittee representatives  anti  representatives 
of  the  Dental  Associations  with  reference  to 
devising  plans  fur  securing  dental  services 
for  co-operative  societies.  The  Dental  Asso- 
ciation representatives  are  going  to  draft 
concrete  proposals  for  tho  Parliamentary 
Committee’s  approval,  and  further  con- 
sideration is  deferred  until  these  proposals 
are  received.  In  the  meantime,  the  exist- 
ing arrangements  between , co-operative 
societies  and  tho  dentists  will  continue. 

The  Committee  cbscussed  other  matter®, 
including  a proposed  oonfereooe  on  tho 
P.A.T.A.,  the  Government  proposals  for  un- 
employment insurance  bv  industries,  and  tho 
Canadian  Cattle  Bill,  which  lias  now  passed 
tho  House  of  Commons.  Under  the  hust- 
named  item  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  a 
letter  of  thanks  lias  been  received  from  the 
High  Commissioner  recording  In's  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  Mr.  Alexander  rendered 
during  the  passago  of  tho  Bill  through  the 
House  of  Commons. 


A Swiss  editor  c^lls  the  “ Millgate 
Monthly,"  " Your  always  interesting 


courteously  gave  me  some  interesting  details 
of  his  recent  experiences. 

The  Present  Position. 

In  answer  to  an  opening  question  as  to 
the  present  outlook,  Mr.  Williams  replied : 

“ The  situation  is  undoubtedly  improving. 
Societies  were  heavily  hit  in  more  ways 
than  was  common  to  societies  throughout 
the  country.  The  great  fall  in  prices  caught  j 
most  societies  with  big  stocks,  aud  only  . 
here  and  there  could  be  found  one  or  two  j 
which  had  been  carefully  controlling  , 
stocks,  and  were  able  to  come  through  with- 
out serious  trouble.  Tlie  second  difficulty 
common  to  all  was  the  slump  in  trade  which  , 
accompanied  the  fall  in  prices.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  discuss  these  two  points,  of 
which  all  have  had  experience.  A tlurd 
disaster,  which  was  peculiar  to  South 
Wales  societies,  was  the  effect  of  the  great 
lock-out  in  the  coal  industry,  which  had  a 
most  serious  effect  upon  their  fortunes. 
This  is  indicated  by  the  figures  published 
in  the  report  of  the  Brighton  Congress. 
In  1921  societies  with  less  than  5,000  mem- 
bers had  debts  amounting  to  over  £63,000; 
with  less  than  8,000  members.  £72,000; 
with  less  than  4.000  £40,000;  and  with  less 
than  £2,000,  £16,000.  The  total  amount 
of  the  members’  debts  in  tlie  Western  Sec- 
tion last  year  was  £739,267.  Tho  whole 
of  this  sum,  with  the  exception  of  less  than 
£21,000,  was  duo  to  societies  in  the  raining 
area. 

“It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
Miners’  Federation  had  very  little  money 
in  their  war  chest  when  tho  lock-out 
occurred,  and  were  consequently  unable  to 
provide  very  much  assistance  to  their  mem- 
bers, who  were  driven  to  seek  oredit  in 
various  directions.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
some  of  the  private  shopkeepers  with  locals 
associations  gave  credit  to  their  customers, 
but  the  multiple  shops,  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained,  gave  none.  Co-operative  socie- 
ties generally  went  011  supplying  members 
with  goods  on  credit  until  at  last  their 
financial  resources  were  exhausted,  and  the 
time  came  when  resolutions  were  passed  in 
manv  soc-'et  os  that  < *-■'■  -radii  g m st  be  the 
rule' in  future.  Immediately  there  was  a 
further  falling-off  in  trade.  Many  of  tlie 
societies  found  it  absolutely  impossible  to 
pay  a dividend,  which  again  had  an  adverse 
effect.  Then  committees  were  faced  with  n 
development  which  was  bitterly  felt.  Many 
members  at  once  deserted  the  societies  and 
took  what  ready  cash  they  had  to  spend  to 
the  multiple  shops,  the  owners  of  which 
had  not  rendered  a particle  of  help  during 
the  time  of  trouble.  Were  statistics  avail- 
able, it  would  be  shown  that  not  less  than 
10  per  cent,  of  the  members  have  gone 
nwny  owing  societies  large  sums  of  money, 
and'  not  attempting  to  spend  a penny  at 
the  stores  nor  to  pay  a shilling  off  the  debt. 
Whilst  credit  could  lie  obtained  few  com- 
plaints were  heard  ns  to  prices  an.l  quality ; 
hut  presumably  as  ail  excuse  for  their  deser- 
tion many  of  these  people  nre  now  full  of 
complaints  and  grumblings.” 

What  Has  Been  Done. 

“ What  immediate  steps  have  been  taken 
hy  the  societies?” 

“ Drastic  changes  have  been  made,  and 
staffs  inevitably  have  been  reduced.  There 
have  been  wage  cuts,  and  expenses  in  all 
directions  wore  closely  scrutinised.  Tlie 
real  task  of  societies  now  is  to  dovelop  this 
side  of  their  activities,  and  to  keep  them- 
selves continually  before  the  public.  Where 
there  has  been  introduced  a little  steady 
propaganda  and  advertising,  the  result  has 
been  to  check  any  further  slump  in  trade 
and  in  some  cases  to  cause  the  tide  to  flow 
the  other  way.  It  is  uphill  work  to  talk 
propaganda  when  there  is  no  dividend. 
With  a bustling  trade  and  tlie  dividend 
regularly  paid  each  quarter,  the  lot  of  tlie 
propagandist  is  a fairly  happy  one;  to  fight 
against  depression  and  poor  returns  needs 
some  courage.  Nevertheless,  I am  prepared 
to  say  that  it  will  not  only  bring  its  reward 
in  increased  trade,  but  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  if  the  situation  is  to  be  saved 
at  all.” 

How  to  Increase  Trade. 

“ What  other  remedies  do  you  suggest?” 

“ Sodetiea’  headquarters  and  ahopa 
should  be  brightened  up  nnd  made  the  cen- 
tre of  social  life  and  activity.  Hardly  a week 
should  .pass  by  without  Bomo  little  reunion 


or  public  meeting.  Advertising  hy  leaflet 
and  through  tlie  press  should  bo  adopted 
and  followed  consistently.  Tlio  great  thing 
is  to  let  the  public  know  what  goods  are  on 
sale.  It  is  bad  business  having  goods 
stowed  away  in  the  warehouse  or  on  shelves 
slowly  depreciating  year  by  year,  instead 
oi  getting  them  to  the  front,  clearing  them 
fiom  stock,  and  having  fresh  supplies  con- 
tinually brought  forward.” 

Assistance  to  Societies. 

“ How  are  the  South  Wales  societies 
being  assisted?” 

“ We  are  remaining  in  close  touch  with 
certain  societies  until  better  times  are  ob- 
servable. Where  it  has  been  necessary  we 
have  counselled  the  publication  of  a state- 
ment carefully  describing  the  position  of 
tlie  society,  and  explaining  the  reasons  for 
its  difficulties.  Special  meetings  have  been 
held  for  women,  at  which  C.W.S.  samples 
have  been  distributed.  Lantern  lectures 
and  other  means  have  been  adopted  of 
reaching  the  members.  At  present  I am 
in  touch  with  societies  at  Treharris,  Cwm- 
tillery,  Bluendulais,  Cardiff,  Ammanford, 
Llandovery,  Resolven,  Swansea,  and  with 
societies  in  the  Rhondda  Valley  and  else- 
where. A big  campaign  at  Swansea  is  now 
contemplated.  On  Saturday,  January  13th, 
there  will  be  a special  conference  of  trade 
unionists  and  co-operators,  at  which  Mr. 
Fred  Bramley  will  move  a resolution  deal- 
ing with  the  relations  between  the  two 
movements.  This  will  be  seconded  hy  Mr. 
Morgan  Jones,  M.P.,  and  supported  by 
Councillor  David  Williams,  M.P..  and  my- 
self. During  the  ensuing  fortnight  nine 
meetings  for  women  only  will  be  held,  and 
lantern  lectures  will  be  given  covering  all 
branches  of  tlie  society.  Apart  altogether 
from  the  propaganda,  there  are  evidences 
that  an  improvement  is  going  on,  and  it 
will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  year  that 
the  amount  owing  for  goods  has  been  con- 
siderably reduced.  There  is  a solid  body  of 
members  who  have  not  deserted  tlie  move- 
ment. They  are  sticking  manfully  to  the 
task  of  clearing  their  debts,  and  such  divi- 
dends as  have  been  paid  have  helped  in  the 
same  direction.  Tke  future  will  still  be 
with'  us.” 


CO-OPERATIVE  PLAYERS’ 

NEW  VENTURE. 

PRODUCTION  OF  A CHILDREN'S 
PLAY. 

AN  APPROPRIATE  CHOICE. 


There  was  recently  recorded  in  these 
columns  the  establishment  of  a new  society 
of  theatrical  artistes  working  on  co-opera- 
tive lines,  known  as  the  Actors’  Common- 
wealth Ltd.,  for  whose  affiliation  to  tlie  Co- 
operative Union  an  application  has  been 
made.  Little-  time  has  been  lost  in  getting 
to  work,  aud  in  making  a claim  on  a share 
of  the  playgoers’  patronage.  The  society’s 
initial  venture  is  the  production  of  a Christ- 
mas play,  “ Throug.li  the  Crack,”  referred 
to  in  Air.  Moult’ s article  last  week,  which 
was  performed  at  the  first  of  a series  of 
matin-res  at  the  Apollo  Theatre,  Shaftesb'irv- 
a venue,  on  December  18th.  Violet  Pecirn 
and  Algernon  Blackwood,  the  authors,  have 
pieced  together  a fairy  story  of  charming 
sentiment  which  gives  full  scope  for  the 
meritorious  gifts  of  a clever  company.  The 
title  is  somewhat  puzzling  at  the  first  glance, 
but  in-  tho  play  we  soon  find  that  the  for- 
tunate  few  who  penetrated  “through  tlie 
crack  ’’  entered  a fairy  land,  where  lost 
friends,  broken  and  lost  toys,  and  departed 
pet  animals  are  found  again. 

There  is  a healthy  sentiment  of  a belief  in 
immortality  running  through  the  play,  and 
the  whole  sp  rit  is  in  keeping  with  the 
altruistic  teachings  associated  with  Christ- 
mas. The  children  are  introduced  to  many 
nursery  favourites,  and  a wonderful  jazz 
band  evolving  strange  sounds  from  kitchen 
utensils.  It  is  truly  a bright  show,  well 
mounted,  and  is  produced  by  a company  or 
all-round  excellence,  including  such  capable 
artistes  as  Clare  Greet,  Muriel  Pratt  (one 
of  tlie  pioneers  of  the  new  venture),  Marion 
Wilson,  Lonva  Hubbard,  Eric  Lewis,  Farren 
Souter,  and  Gerald  Johnson. 

The  matinees  at  tlie  Apollo  should  prove 
a great  attraction  during  the  company  s 
stay,  for  it  is  one  of  the  best  children  s plays 
to  lie  found  in  tho  Metropolis.  The  play  is 
certainly  more  suitable  for  juveniles  than 
the  vulgarisms  nnd  music-hall  “ turns 
which  usually  make  up  a modern  pantomime. 
The  society  are  to  bo  congratulated  on  tlie 
success  attending  their  first  co-operative 

effort.  W.  H.  A. 


Sheffield  and  Ecolesall  Society  bus  fanned 
a Whitsuntide  Holiday  and  Clothing  Cluo 
in  4jd.  shares,  on  similar  lines  to  the  ex- 
oeedWy  J»puto  W-  club.  .°.vejJ'J1“ 
members  have  joined  tho  now  dub,  nnd 
weekly  deposits  aro  approximately 
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USEFUL  PUBLICATION 


A YEAR  BOOK  FOR  THE  MASSES* 

“ The  People's  Year  Book  ” bids  fair  soon 
to  outweigh  the  old  Wkolesalo  Societies’ 
annual  for  which  it  is  so  -pleasant  ft  substitute. 
Tho  1923  issues  run  to  340  pages  ; but  while 
its  avoirdupois  is  nearly  as  great  as  tho  last 
pre-war  “ Annual,”  its  contents  are  much 
lighter  and  its  pages  are  all  full  of  useful 
matter  agreeably  presented.  On  its  compila- 
tion the  editor  (Mr.  Jas.  Haslam)  and  tho  con- 
tributors aro  to  be  congratulated. 

In  one  respect — the  arrangement  of  the 
contents — tho  1923  issue  shows  a marked 
improvement  upon  earlier  issues.  Co-opera- 
tive subjects  arc  all  grouped  together  in  suc- 
cessive pages.  Fifty-four  pages  are  given  over 
to  (he  movement  in  Great  Britain  ; thirty- 
seven  to  tho  movement  abroad,  including 
international  co-operation ; and  forty-nmo 
deal  with  tho  Reconstruction  of  Europe  from 
Continental  co-operativo  standpoints.  Tho 
Cost  of  Living,  the  Food  Supply,  State  Finance, 
State  Administration,  Recent  Movements  of 
Capital,  Reviews  of  Art,  Science,  Literature, 
and  tho  Drama  in  1922,  The  Industrial 
Labour  Movement,  General  Statistics,  and 
the  General  Election  arc  titles  which  show  tho 
grouping  of  other  subjects. 

One  kp.s  only  to  look  at  the  “ Year  Book  ” 
to  sec  at  a glanco  what  an  imniense  organism 
tho  co-operative  movement  is.  Co-operative 
Union  Statistics,  the  records  of  the  progress  of 
the  Wholesale  Socioties,  tho  article  on  the 
Co-operative  Party,  tho  reviews  of  the  Co- 
operative Congress-  and  the  Women’s  Guild 
Congress,  and  the  diary  of  co-operative  events 
of  (he  year  all  go  to  show  how  tho  movement 
moves  at  home  ; and  the  records  of  the  move- 
ment abroad  summarise  separately  the  latest 
annual  reports  of  tho  movement  in  thirty-one 
political  States.  One  drawback  about  tho 
statistics  from  abroad  is  that  they  are  belated 
in  some  cases.  For  example,  in  the  case  of 
Georgia  they  deal  with  the  year  1919 ; and 
in  tho  case  of  the  Ukraine  with  tho  same  year. 
In  some  other  cases,  however,  the  statistics 
given  are  as  recent  as  those  given  for  Great 
Britain,  and  the  whole  collection  is  of  special 
utility  to  co-operators  interested  in  the  move- 
ment as  an  international  force. 

The  Economic  Struggle  of  Co-operation  at 
Homo  in  1922  is  comprehensively  dealt  with 
by  Professor  Fred  Hall,  who  predicts  that 
“ in  the  absence  of  causes  not  at  present  to  be 
foreseen,  the  year  1923  should  be  a better  year 
for  co-operators  than  the  years  1922  and  1921  ” — 
an  anticipation  that  co-operators  will  all  be 
glad  to  see  realised. 

Mr.  H.  J.  May  contributes  an  article  which 
gives  an  excellent  impression  of  co-operation 
from  the  international  standpoint.  He  is  par- 
ticularly impressive  in  his  reference  to  the 
destruction  visited  upon  co-operative  estab- 
lishments in  Italy  in  the  criminal  escapades 
of  the  Fascisti.  The  progress  that  is  lbeing 
made  towards  international  co-operative  bank- 
ing is  encouraging,  and  even  more  so  is  his 
indication  of  the  wave  of  enthusiasm  for  co- 
operative solidarity  which  is  spreading  over 
Europe. 

The  symposium  of  views  expressed  by 
leading  co-operators — in  Austria,  Belgium, 
Ozeoho-Slovakia,  Denmark,  Finland,  France, 
Germany,  Italy,  Poland,  and  Switzerland — 
on  the  subject  of  Peace  and  the  Reconstruction 
. of  Europe,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  collec- 
tions of  democratic  opinion  on  this  subject 
yet  published.  It  is  a feature  of  the  “ Year 
Book  ” to  which  further  reference  must  be 
made  in  another  issue  of  the  “ Co-operative 
News.”  Each  of  the  articles  has  a special 
merit  of  its  own  ; and  it  is  of  interest  that 
the  views  of  Mr.  Fisor,  the  Czecho-Slovakian 
contributor,  with  regard  to  the  position  in 
Austria,  corroborate  tho  views  expressed  in 
a special  article  in  these  columns  a few  months 
ago  by  a British  correspondent  on  his  return 
from  Vienna — viewB  that  were  at  variance 
with  those  of  most  writers  in  the  British  press. 

The  other  contents  of  tho  “ Year  Book  ” 
consist  of  information  that  everybody  in- 
terested iu  the  world  at  large  wants  to  know 
at  times.  Some  of  the  information  can  bo 
had  elsewhore ; but  there  is  no  annual  publica- 
tion which  gives  so  much  that  is  of  interest 
to  the  average  co-operator  as  the  “ People’s 
Year  Book  for  1923/’  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  name  a subject  of  importance  that  is  not 
touched  upon  ; and  some  of  the  subjects  are 
treated  in  a most  comprehensive  fashion. 

• " The  People's  Year  Book,  1923.”  'Hie  C.W.S., 
B#l!oon-*treot,  Manchester,  and  tlio  8.C.W.8.,  05, 
Morrison-strret,  Gkutgow.  5s.  cloth;  2a.  paper. 


POINTS  FOR  THE 
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BOARDROOM. 

; BY  “ALPHA.” 

tJ  rT*s. 

RING  OUT  THE  OLD 

RING  IN  THE  NEW. 

THROUGH  TRIALS  TO  TRIUMPH  ! 
CO-OPERATION  THE  PANACEA 
1922— 1923. 


Another  year  finishes,  another  year 

begins.  We  close  our  1922  book  with  its 
full  pages  of  valuable  experience.  . and  in 
reviewing  its  pages  our  thoughts  aud 

emotions  change  as  we  note  our  failures 
and  our  successes.  Wo  almost  despair 
when  we  remember  tho  hardships,  tho 

sufferings,  and  the  privations  through 

which  many  of  our  people  have  passed 
during  tho  year.  Disappointment  and  disr 
contentment  take  the  place  of  hope  and 
inspiration  when  we  dwell  upon  tho  inter- 
national situation,  aud  feelings  of  auger 
arise  when  we  think  of  tho  condition  of  our 
country,  the  land  which  was  to  be  made 
“ fit  for  heroes  to  live  in.” 

Co-operatively,  1922  has  been  a very 
difficult  and  trying  year  to  committees, 
officials,  and  members.  Slumps  in  value, 
unemployment,  keener  competition,  have 
all  contributed  their  quota  to  making  1922 
a year  of  extreme  test  in  the  business 
world. 

What  aro  the  Lessons? 

Whilst  frankly  admitting  that  we  are 
not  desirous  of  passing  again  through  some 
of  our  experiences,  many  things  have 
happened  for  which  we  have  just  cause  to 
be  thankful,  and  we  need  further  to 
remember  that  though  our  pages  of  1922 
may  be  besmirched  by  trading  failures,  and 
some  falling  away  from  our  principles,  we 
have  the  glorious  opportunity  of  the  future, 
a new  book,  clean,  untainted,  over  which 
we  have  command,  and  the  rich  exi>erience 
of  the  past  to  guide  and  pilot  us  past  the 
rocks  and  over  the  quickstands  which  have 
spelt  failure  .and  disappointment. 

Committees  and  officials  now  foei  that 
the  worst  of  the  slump  in  prices  has  passed 
and  the  great  losses,  particularly  in  our 
textile  departments,  h»vo  been  met.  The 
general  condition  of  trade  throughout  the 
country  points  to  an  improvement,  and  an 
early  settlement  of  our  political  inter- 
national problems  would  stabliso  the  ex- 
changes and  quickly  re-establish  trading 
relations  between  the  countries  of  the 
world. 

Stimulants. 

The  keener  competition  through  which 
we  have  passed  may  have  reduced  our 
margins  and  dividends,  but  it  has  so 
quickened  the  business  efficiency  of  the 
movement  that  our  powor  to  increase  aud 
develop  was  never  so  great  as  the  present. 
Our  trade  propaganda  and  business  con- 
ferences ltave  quickened  the  conscience  of 
our  people,  and  the  future  is  bright  and 
hopeful  for  a groat  advance.  As  commit- 


tees and  officials  we  must  continue  to 
overhaul.  Are  wo  creaking  and  warping? 
What  screws  in  our  organisation  are  yet 
loose?  We  cannot  expect  buyers  to  pur- 
chase if  wo  have  a dilapidated  and  obsolete 
service.  In  this  ago  of  keen  competition 
we  must  have  the  best  of  brains,  energy, 
and  experience  if  success  has  to  be  assured. 

Propaganda. 

Alongside  our  continued  effort  towards 
greater  efficiency  in  our  business  methods 
there- should  be  an  intensive  educational 
campaign  to  make  our  members  into 
co-operators — co-operators  from  conviction 
or  co-operators  upon  principle — and  drive 
home  tho  truth  that  the  woman  with  tho 
basket  controls  our  destiny.  She  regu- 
lates our  increases  and  decreases,  and 
determines  our  purchases  and  our  sales. 
Her  power  is  paramount  and  greater  than 
conferences  and  speeches.  If  only  the 
power  of  the  purse  could  be  directed  by 
co-operativo  conviction  and  co-operative 
principles,  what  a glorious  year  1923 
would  be. 

The  Co-operative  “ Spirit.” 

No  word  in  the  English  language  has 
become  more  popular  during  the  past  two 
years  than  the  word  “ Co-operation.” 
Almost  every  first-rank  statesman  of  any 
country  has  pleaded  for  the  spirit  of  co- 
operation as  against  competition  with  its 
spirit  of  jealousy  and  with  its  attendant 
suspicion.  Tho  competitive  system  stands 
condemned  by  tho  present  condition  of 
society,  and  we  take  encouragement  for  the 
future  in  the  hope  that  our  principles  will 
be  more  widely  applied.  What  is  wanted 
in  the  future  is  more  co-operation  all  round 
between  nation  and  nation,  between  com- 
mittees and  employees,  between  retail 
societies  and  the  C.W.S.,  between  trade 
unionists  and  co-operators. 

Co-operative  opinion  may  bo  difficult  to 
create  and  direct,  but  the  time  has  arrived 
when  the  conscience  of  the  working  classes 
should  be  aroused  to  the  glorious  possi- 
bilities of  co-operation.  Politics  and 
religion  inside  our  movement  may  be  a de- 
batable point,  but  there  cannot  be  any 
difference  of  opinion  regarding  where  our 
purchases  should  be  made. 

Our  aim  for  1923  in  our  board-rooms 
should  be  for  peace  and  harmony.  Wo 
wont  loss  destroying  criticism,  and  in  a 
spirit  of  forbearance  wc  should  meet  our 
difficulties.  We  stand  for  a great  cause 
with  fine  principles;  nothing  remains  to  be 
done  but  to  exercise  fidelity  to  our  great 
movement  to  command  success.  Wc  have 
left,  many  bad  patches  behind,  and  tho 
future  can  be  secured  by  loyalty  and  unity 
of  action  between  tlio  working  class 
organisations. 

Utopia  is  difficult  to  build  on  a Is.  mem- 
bership. All  the  burdens  and  social  evils 
cannot  be  removed  immediately,  but  whilst 
we  must  not  expect  the  impossible  great 
changes  can  be  wrought  by  wholehearted 
unity  and  loyalty  to  our  cause. 

The  year  1923  will  see  great  advance- 
ments if  we  can  secure  within  our  own 
ranks  the  spirit  of  goodwill,  brotherhood, 
and  peace.  


HAVE  BRITISH  FASCISTI  ARRIVED? 

A NEW  SECRET  SOCIETY. 

WARNING  FROM  CO-OPERATIVE  EXPERIENCE 
IN  ITALY. 


“CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS”  SPECIAL. 


An  artistic  Christmas  scene  in  the  Leeds- 
road  drapery  window  of  the  Nelson  Society 
was  lest  week  destroyed  by  a fire,  which 
broke  out  through  the  fusing  of  an  electric 
wire.  In  the  background  of  the  window 
was  scenery  painted  to  represent  a cosy 
brick  villa,  and  on  the  pavement  in  front 
there  were  two  wax  figures  dressed  in  furs. 
Snow  fell  in  a most  natural  manner,  and 
the  ground  waB  nicely  froeted.  The  prompt- 
ness of  the  assistants,  who  used  chemical 
extinguishers  with  good  effect,  jreveuted 
the  fire  from  spreading,  but  it  is  estimated 
that  damage  to  the  amount  of  £120  was 
caused. 

The  special  conference  of  the  Cheshire 
and  North  Wales  District  Association,  to 
be  held  at  Birkenhead  on  Saturday, 
January  0th,  will  begin  at  three  o’clock. 
Tho  time  is  omitted  from  our  calendar 
notico  (on  page  10)  of  tho  oonfereoc*. 


The  "Sunday  Express”  an<I  other  news- 
papers this  week  have  given  details  of  the 
meetings  of  a new  secret  society  which  is 
said  to  be  establishing  itself  iu  various  ports 
of  tho  country  and  rapidly  enrolling 
members. 

The  society  is  styled  "The  Moqt  Noble 
Order  of  Crusaders.”  The  Supremo  Lodge 
meets  behind  dosed  doors  in  London ; 
recruits  are  initiated  with  weird  ceremonies, 
to  which  they  are  introduced  bound  and 
blindfolded  ; and  the  members  are  said  to, bo 
sworn  to  " loyalty  to  the  King  and  service 
tt,  man.”  The  Grand  Custodian  of  the 
order,  according  to  these  accounts,  is 
Captain  Gee  V.C.,  who  defeated  Mr. 
Ramsay  Macdonald  at  the  Fast  Woolwich 
bye-election,  and  who  is  likely  to  Ijo  the 
Conservative  candidate  for  the  Newcastle 
seat  rendered  vacant  by  the*  death  of  Mr. 
Bell,  the  recently  elected  Labour  member. 

With  the  activities  of  the  Italian  Fascisti 
so  immediately  in  the  public  mind,  cc-oporn- 
tors  and  their  trade  union  allies  should  keep 
a watchful  eye  upon  the  rise  of  tho 
Crusaders.  It  was  frequently  threatened 
that  the  advent  of  a Labour  Government 
would  load  to  tho  inauguration  of  a Fasoist 
movement  in  this  country— especially  if 
there  should  be  any  likelihood  of  the  Capi- 
tal Levy  boing  seriously  put  forward.  It 
is  |uet  possiblo  that  such  a movement  has 
aotualiy  boon  launched  in  the  establish- 
ment of  tho  Crusadore. 

Tlio  Fascisti  constitute  an  armed  foroo 
who  uh(v]  their  power  in  Italy  nominally 
ugainst  Bolshevism  and  floabllsm,  but 


VINDICATING  THE  HEN. 

ULSTER'S  LAW  AGAINST  THE 
BAD  EGG. 

[“Co-operative  News”  Special.] 


The  birth  of  tho  Irish  Free  Stato  is  apt  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  public  from  Ulster’s 
progressive  domestic  legislation.  The  Northern 
Parliament,  after  all,  was  Ireland’s  first  official 
experiment  in  the  domain  of  Homo  Rule. 
For  that  reason  alone  Ulster’s  efforts  to  sot 
her  house  in  order  are  worthy  of  general 
attention. 

Already  the  Northern  Parliament  has  put 
into  force  a law  which  is  entirely  novel  to  tho 
British  Isles.  In  the  interests  of  her  pro- 
ducers, Ulster  has  decreed  that  it  is  illegal  to 
exposo  bad  eggs  for  sale.  Any  trader  con- 
victed of  this  indictable  offence  is  liable  to 
be  fined  to  the  extent  of  £20  for  every  bad  egg 
which  he  offers  for  sale.  A Dungannon  pro- 
secution was  based  on  the  foot  that  thirty- 
three  eggs  out  of  a consignment  of  seven  dozen 
were  found  by  an  inspector  to  be  unfit  for  food. 

It  may  seem  harsh  to  punish  a trader  for 
attempting  to  sell  eggs  the  condition  of  which 
he  probably  cannot  test  unless  he  breaks  the 
shells  and  thus  renders  them,  whether  Bound 
or  unsound,  unfit  for  sale.  But  the  Ulster  law 
is  not  so  ill-considered  as  might  appear.  It 
rests  on  the  incontrovertible  fact  that  hens 
do  not  lay  bad  eggs.  It  vindicates  the  Irish 
hen  in  the  eyes  of  the  British  consumer. 

The  egg  industry,  of  course,  is  a form  of 
economic  development  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
whose  present  importance  as  well  as  potential 
expansion,  warrant  tho  encouragement  of  tho 
Government.  The  offensive  which  has  been 
opened  against  the  bad  egg  is  merely  a step 
towards  the  formulation  of  a progressive 
export  policy  framed  after  tho  Danish  model. 
Tho  intention  is  to  regulate  the  shipment  of 
eggs  by  license,  to  introduce  a grading  of  the 
eggs,  and  a standardisation  of  packing.  If 
these  plans  are  adopted,  any  exporter  who  does 
not  comply  with  tho  regulations  will  be  liable 
to  have  nis  licence  cancelled  for  twelve  months. 

Ulster,  you  see,  is  jealous  of  the  fair  name  of 
the  Irish  egg.  Sho  has  imposed  a discipline 
on  her  producers  and  traders.  But  what  is 
to  happen  after  tho  eggs  leave  her  ports  for 
England  and  Scotland  ? This  question  is 
agitating  many  Ulstermen  who  realiso  that 
the  protection  of  Ulster’s  reputation  in  tho 
egg  markets  may  be  prejudiced  by  tho  holding 
up  of  supplies  on  this  sido  of  tho  Channel 
against  possiblo  rises  in  tho  market  from 
midsummer  onwards. 

What  has  the  British  housewife  to  say  ? 
Does  she  want  protection  against  the  bad  egg 
extended  to  this  side  ? A.  W. 


actually  against  co-operation.  Thanks  to 
the  Fascisti,  co-oporative  organisation  in 
many  parts  of  Italy  has  been  ruined,  and 
co-operative  property  has  been  destroyed 
and  looted.  Dr.  Suter.  the  official  emissary 
of  tho  International  Co-operative  Alliance, 
sent  to  investigate  the  position  in  Italy,  lias 
brought  back  a terrible  tale  of  tho  afflictions 
which  Italian  co-operators  ami  their  organ- 
isations have  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the 
Fascisti. 

If  the  Crusaders  in  Great  Britain  aro 
merely  playing  at  mediteval  chivalry  for 
their  own  pleasure  or  for  philanthropic  pur- 
poses tliey  will  do  nobody  any  harm ; but  in 
the  light  of  the  operations  ci  tho  Klu  Klux 
Tv lan  in  Amerioa  and  the  Fascisti  in  Italy, 
there  aro  two  duties  that  devolvo  upon  tho 
forces  of  domocracy  in  Great  Britain.  The 
first  is  to  press  the  authorities  to  ascertain 
the  objects  of  this  new  body  ; and  the  second 
to  make  it  clear  to  the  Government  that 
democracy  will  tolerate  no  armed  forces  in 
this  country  oxcept  those  authorised  by  a 
vote  of  t he 'House  of  Commons,  and  directly 
under  the  orders  of  n responsible  Munster 
of  State. 

It  is  not  possiblo  to  stato  whether  the 
Crusaders  ore  armed  or  even  whether  tliey 
have  any  intention  of  arming  themselves. 
The  armed  stato  of  the  Klu  Klux  Klan  find 
of  the  Fascisti  surprised  the  Governments  of 
tho  United  States  ami  of  Italy  • nnd  our  ex- 
perience of  tho  Ulster  Volunteers  and  of  tho 
forces  of  Sinn  Fein  shows  that  it  is  not  iin- 

Contlnued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


SPECIAL  MEETING  AT 

DONCASTER. 

MEMBERS  AND  THEIR  SECRETARY. 

ASSIZE  CASE  ECHO. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  Doncaster 
Society,  held  on  Thursday,  December  21st, 
Mr.  Frank  Walker  (president)  presented  a 
report  iu  regard  to  a reoent  case  at  Leeds 
Assizes,  in  which  the  society’s  cashier 
(Stephen  R.  Kenward)  was  convicted  of 
forgery  with  intent  to  defraud,  and  found 
not  guilty  of  embezzlement. 

Iu  the  report  tho  presideut  stated  that 
the  total  deficiency  was  £7/938,  and  it  could 
not  bo  found  where  the  money  had  gono. 

Tho  President  answering  a question,  said 
tho  committee  felt  that  the  secretary  had 
not  exercised  that  supervision  of  his  subor- 
dinates that  bo  might  have  done.  At  tho 
same  time  it  was  acknowledged  that  as  a 
bookkeeper  the  secretary  had  abilities  above 
tho  average.  . . 

Mr.  Spencer  Baker,  the  society  s solicitor, 
said  that  on  application  had  been  mad® 
Kenward’s  solicitor  for  the  refund  of  £6,400, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  a man  of  con- 
siderable means.  The  reply  received  was 
that  no  offeT  couldi  be  made,  ard  that  the 
statement  t'liat  Kenward  was  a man  of  con- 
siderable means  was  not  true.  It  was  open 
to  the  society  to  bring  a civil  action  against 
him  to  make  good  the  loss. 

Eventually  a resolution  was  adopted 
calling  upon  tlio  secretary  to  resign,  but  a 
proposed  vote  of  censure  of  the  committee 
of  management  was  defeated. 


[Continued  from  third  column.] 

possible  for  unauthorised  bodies,  to  arm. 
themselves  under  the  eye  and  within  (no 
jurisdiction  of  the  British  Government.  Tho 

Government  must  be  made  to  satisfy  Mie 
public  that  this  “ Most  Noble  Order  has 
intentions  that  are  in  keeping  with  British 
ideas  of  lav;  and  order,  and  it  must  be  made 
quite  clear  that  no  organisation  wil  be 
allowed  to  develop  which  is  at  all  likely  to 
become  a British  Fasoisti  Army  capable  of 
imposing  its  will  upon  the  nation  by  other 
than  constitutional  methods. 

No  democrat  wants  to  encourage  any 
Government  to  interfere  with  the  right  ot 
free  association  or  free  assembly,  and,  of  the 
objects  of  the  Crusaders  bo  constitutional, 

corporators  will  be  the  first  to  raise  their 
voices  against  any  smffi  interference ; but 
tho  doings  of  tho  Fascist,  compel  ijwnras 
with  regard  to  the  Crusaders.  Tlio  Govern- 
ment cannot  afford  to  delay : because  if  then- 
inaction  leads  to  the  growth  of  an  illegally 
armed  hotly  of  one  olnss,  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence will  bo  the  growth  of  an- opposing 
army,  and  civil  war  will  be  unavoidable. 
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ANOTHER  LEAD  FROM  SCOTLAND 


INTERNATIONAL  NEWS  SERVICE. 


ROCHDALE  PIONEERS  HONOURED. 


THE  OLD  MOVEMENT  IN  FINLAND. 


UNIQUE  GATHERING  IN  GLASGOW. 


A WEAK  POINT  AND  A STRONG  ONE. 


Co-operators  from  all  parts  of  the  city  J 
met  iu  St.  Andrew’s  Hall,  Glasgow,  on  1 
Thursday,  December  21st,  to  pay  homage 
to  those  Pioneers  who  opened  the  first 
co-operative  shop  in  Toad-lane,  Rochdale, 
ou  the  same  date  in  1S44.  The  idea  of  such 
a demonstration,  which  is  probably  unique 
iu  co-operative  annals,  came  from  Mr.  R. 
Elliott,  who  was,  until  recently,  treasurer 
of  the  Kiuuing  Park  (Glasgow)  Society’s 
educational  committee.  The  proposal  was 
taken  up  heartily  by  the  city  societies,  the 
federations,  and  the  auxiliary  groups,  and 
the  result  was  a magnificent  gathering. 
The  chairman  of  the  S.C.W.S.  (Mr.  Robert 
Stewart)  presided. 

So  large  was  the  attendance  tlmt  an 
overflow  meeting  had  to  be  held  in  the 
Berkeley  Hall,  at  which  Mr.  Alex. 

Buchanan  (president  of  the  United  Baking 
Society)  presided. 

The  Chairman  referred  to  the  progress' 
the  movement  had  made,  mid  said  that  the 
Pioneers,  if  it  had  been  possible  for  them 
to  come  along,  would  have  been  astonished 
and  gratified. 

Before  1844. 

Recalling  the  past  which  Scotsmen  had 
played  in  the  development  of  co-operation, 
be  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  as  far 
back  as  1769  a number  of  weavers  at 
Fenwick  met  to  discuss  the  question  of 
how  best  they  could  improve  their  social 
conditions.  After  Fenwick  they  had  Govan 
and  Lenuoxtown  and  Larkhall,  so  while 
they  rejoiced  at  the  work  which  was  done 
at  Rochdale  they  had  here  co-operation 
long  before  Rochdale. 

By  way  of  demonstrating  the  position  of 
the  movement  to-day,  he  took  the  area 
embraced  by  the  Glasgow  and  District  Con- 
ference Association,  and  said  that  societies 
in  that  area  in  the  three  years— 1919-1921 — 
had  returned  to  their  members  in  the  form 
of  dividend  £3,694.440. 

Was  it  not  a better  system  which 
returned  those  millions  to  the  pockets  of 
176,000  people  (members  of  the  socie- 
ties) than  one  which  would  have  put  that 
sum  into  the  pockets  of  proprietors  of 
100  shops? 

Mr.  George  Thorpe  (chairman  of  the 
CAWS.),  who  was  introduced  by  the  Chair- 
man as  the  president  of  one  of  the  largest 
commercial  and  individual  undertakings  in 
the  world,  delighted  the  audience  with  one 
of  those  well-reasoned  speeches  which  have 
so  often  caught  the  imagination  of  meet- 
ings on  the  south  side  of  the  border.  The 
chairman  had  said  that  Scotsmen  were 
great  men.  “ I do  not,’’  said  Mr.  Thorpe. 

“ dispute  that  far  a moment.”  (Laughter.) 
He  also  stated  that  whoever  conceived  the 
idea  of  a '•Pioneers’  night”  had  earned, 
or  would  earn,  the  eternal  gratitude  of  all 
co-operators.  (Hear,  hear.) 

He  proceeded  to  give  a graphic  descrip- 
tion ctf  the  state  of  the  country  when  the 
Pioneers  began  business  in  1844,  and  in  his 
own  inimitable  bomely  fashion  described 
how  the  co-operative  movement  had  bene- 
fited the  working  classes.  Religious  or 
political  differences  debarred  no  one  from 
joining  the  movement,  and  all  inside  were 
placed  upon  equality. 

Power  of  Wealth. 

He  then  got  on  to  a favourite  topic  of 
his — the  power  of  wealth — and  showed  the 
difference  which  £T  a week  made  in  the 
lives  of  working,  people.  It  widened  his 

choice  considerably  in  such  matters  as 
home,  food,  and  clothing.  Therefore,  any- 
thing in  a legitimate  way  that  would  put 
money  into  their  pocket  so  as  to  increase 
their  power  of  choice  was  certainly  the  first 
step  to  a higher  civilisation.  (Applause.) 
He  also  observed  that 
there  was  an  intensity  of  purpose  about 
the  early  Pioneers  which  he  was  afraid 
did  not  obtain  at  the  present  time, 
and  that  if  ever  there  was  a time  when 
people  should  be  loyal  to  the  co-operative 
movement  it  was  now. 

The  Bruce  Spirit. 

Mr.  James  Deans,  whose  visits  to 
England  as  a speaker  in  the  old  days  were 
highly  appreciated,  recalled  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  pioneers  of  fifty  years  ago, 
and  said  what  impressed  him  most  about 
these  men  was  their  indomitable  courage. 
Some  of  them  started  a co-operative  society 
three  times  before  they  were  successful. 


Men  of  Vision. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (chairman  of  the  Co- 
operative Union),  who  is  equally  at  home 
amongst  Scotsmen  ns  he  is  amongst 
Englishmen,  was  the  next  to  address  the 
audience.  He  said  that  while  Mr.  Thorpe, 
Mr.  Stewart,  and  Mr.  Deans  had  spoken 
about  the  wisdom,  the  perseverance,  and 
the  courage  of  the  Pioneers,  these  were 
not  the  attributes  which  appealed  to  him 
so  much  as  did  their  vision.  His  experi- 
ence was  that 

nothing  had  done  more  to  purify  the 
people's  food  than  the  co-operative  move- 
ment. 

He  once  counted  12,000  cases  of  prosecu- 
tion for  adulteration,  and  amongst  them 
were  the  coses  of  only  five  poor  co-opera- 
tive societies  which  had  been  prosecuted 
for  selling  milk  as  they  got  it  from  the 
farmers. 

A Word  for  Wives. 

Mr.  Neil  Maclean,  M.P.,  was  accorded 
an  ovation  when  he  rose  to  speak.  He  not 
only  spoke  appreciatively  of  the  Pioneers, 
but  also  for  their  wives.  He  included  the 
women  because  he  felt  that  very  little  had 
been  said  and  very  little  recorded  in  the 
text-books  of  co-operation  about  the 
women — the  wives  of  the  original  Pioneers 
— and  the  part  they  played  in  assisting 
their  husbands  and.  sous  in  carrying  out 
the  work.  This  was  an  omission  which  he 
hoped  would  soon  be  rectified. 

Mr.  T.  Henderson,  M.P..  also  addressed 
the  gathering.  He  said  that  during  the 
short  time  that  their  group  of  four  co- 
operators  had  been  in  the  House  of 
Commons  they  had  been  able  to  do  some- 
thing of  considerable  value  to  the  co-opera- 
tive movement.  (Applause.) 


STOCKPORT 

WITHDRAWS. 

LOCAL  POLITICAL  PARTY  TO  BE 
DISBANDED. 

SPECIAL  MEETING  : CLOSE 

VOTE. 

By  a narrow  majority — there  were  only 
eight  votes  separating  the  “ayes”  from 
“ noes  ” — the  Stockport  Society  has  decided 
to  secede  from  the  Co-operative  Party. 

This  decision  was  come  to  at  a special 
meeting,  lield  on  Thursday,  December  21st. 
The  attendance  did  not  reach  expectations, 
which  many  present  thought  was  due  to  the 
wretched  weather.  The  number  of  members 
taking  part  in  the  vote  was  574,  but  that 
did  not  exhaust  the  voting  strength  of  the 
meeting  by  any  means.  . Estimates  as  to 
the  attendance  varied,  but  twelve  hundred 
would  probably  oome  nearest  the  mark. 
The  present  membership  of  the  society  is 
roughly  16,000. 

Mr.  G.  Travis  (president  of  the  society) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  lie  was  supported  on 
the  platform  by  Mr.  S.  Taylor  (secretary). 

Mr.  W.  H.  Walton,  a former  chairman  of 
the  educational  committee,  moved  the 
resolution  in  favour  of  disbanding  the 
Stockport  Party  and  ceasing  to  use  the 
society's  money  for  political  purposes.  He 
argued  that  it  was  not  fair  to  ask  every- 
body connected  with  the  society  to  subscribe 
to  the  funds  of  one  political  party,  whether 
they  were  in  agreemant.with  it  or  not.  He 
did  not  want  anybody  to  subscribe  to  his 
politics ; he  would  pay  his  own. 

It  was  brought  out  iu  the  discussion  that 
the  society’s  grant  for  political  purposes  was 
at  the  rate  of  one  farthing  in  the  pound  in 
sales,  and  that  for  the  twelve  months  ended 
September  last  it  amounted  to  practically 
£700. 

One  of  the  arguments  for  withdrawing 
from  politics  was  that  the  money  would  be 
better  *pent  on  new  central  premises. 

The  Chairman,  who  vacated  the  chair  to 
take  port  in  the  dicussion,  said  that  if  the 
money  spent  on  politics  would  provide  them 
with  new  central  premises  they  would  havo 
them  to-morrow. 

Those  who  spoke  against  the  resolution 
argued  that  the  co-operative  movement  was 
amply  repaid  for  the  money  it  si>ent  on 
politics.  Interests  opposed  to  the  move- 
ment were  strongly  represented  iu  Parlia- 
ment. and  jf  only  for  self-protection  it  was 
highly  desirable  that  direct  co-operative 
representatives  should  bo  there  also. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  as  follows:  — 
For  the  resolution,  291  votes']  against,  2S3 
votes. 


Finnish  co-operation,  as  is  well  known,  is 
split  in  two  central  organisations.  The  older 
of  them,  the  Suomen  Ousuuskauppojen 
Keskusosuuskuntft — known  as  the  S.O.K. — 
gives  in  its  excellent  newspaper,  “ Samarbcte,” 
some  facts  about  the  situation  of  the  societies 
that  are  members  of  the  S.O.K.,  as  well  as 
about  the  S.O.K.  itself. 

The  sales  of  the  S.O.LC.  amounted,  during 
the  first  half  of  this  year,  to  198,892,388 
Finnish  marks,  an  increase  of  49,790,827  F.m. 
The  Finnish  Wholesale  owns  some  productive 
works,  the  output  of  which  for  the  half-year 
ended  June  30th  was  10,273,854  F.m.  The 
productive  works  show  good  progress,  to  the 
extent  of  7,819,656  F.m.  The  bank  depart- 
ment reports  a sum  of  savings  -amounting  to 
21,516,900  F.m. ; and  the  number  of  branches 
is  94. 

The  local  societies  have  not  figures  available 
for  the  half-year,  but  the  statistics  for  the  last 
year  show  that  there  is  a membership  of  about 
190,000  in  497  societies. 

The  sales  of  the  local  societies  amounted  to 
about  1,070  million  F.m.,  which  is  an  increase 
of  80  million  F.m.  The  local  societies  bought 
about  31-8  per  cent,  from  the  Wholesale.  The 
balance  sheets  of  these  societies  state  that  the 
stocks  were  valued  at  229J  million  F.m.,  and 
they  are  about  21-8  per  cent,  of  the  whole  sales. 
They  own  buildings  and  land  which  are  valued 
to  461  million,  an  increase  of  10  per  cent-.,  or 
nearly  37  per  cent,  cf  the  valuo  the  previous 
year. 

A weak  point  is  the  credit  trading.  The 
members’  debts  amounted  to  over  71  million 
F.m.,  which  is  an  increase  of  21  million,  or 
about  one-third  of  the  sum  in  the  previous  year. 
The  debts  represent  0'75  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
sales  in  the  societies.  The  societies’  own 
capital  has  increased  by  10  million  marks,  to 
54  million,  of  which  6 millions  represent  mem- 
bers’ shares,  35  millions  the  reserve  funds,  and 
13  millions  other  funds. 

The  net  profit  amounted  to  11 J million 
marks,  which  is  1‘2  per  cent,  of  the  sales.  The 
most  pleasing  point  in  the  figures  is  the  dividing 
of  the  net  profit ; over  70  per  cent. — that  is, 
6}  million  marks— was  put  to  different  funds, 
and  only  2 million  marks  was  used  for  dividend. 


The  new  societies  amounted  to  14  and  26 
societies  ceased  to  exist,  but  not  less  than  20 
because  of  amalgamation. 

The  editor  makes  the  following  explanations 
of  the  statistics : “ We  state  only  that  the 
co-operative  movement,  during  the  last  year, 
has  won  new  ground  and  increased  solidity. 
The  losses  caused  by  the  crisis  and  other  cir- 
cumstances must  be  seen  as  being  small  in 
proportion  to  the  net  profit.  .We  know,  too* 
that  the  co-operators  are  working  all  over  the 
country  with  great  energy  for  the  extension  of 
their  business  to  bo  quite  able  to  meet  the 
competition  of  the  private  shops  and  to  make 
fully  profitable  enterprises.’5 


FRENCH  TAX  ON  TURNOVER. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  the  French 
Senate  have  been  considering  amendments  and 
alterations  to  the  Law  of  Tax  on  Turnover. 
Decision  was  reserved  on  a proposal  to  exempt 
from  taxation  the  businesses  of  agricultural 
co-operative  societies. 

A NATION  S MILK  SUPPLY. 

Over  90  per  cent,  of  the  total  milk;  produc- 
tion of  Denmark  is  handled  by  co-operative 
dairies.  This  is  the  record  for  1921.  The 
number  of  co-operative  dairies  in  the  kingdom 
has  increased  to  1,355.  These  co-operativcs 
comprise  80  per  cent,  of  all  the  dairies  of  the 
country,  and  in  1921  handled  2-9  million  tons 
of  milk  out  of  a total  milk  production  of  3-2 
million  tons.  The  average  dairy  has  about 
150  members,  and  from  800  to  1,000  cows. 

CANADA  AND  C.W.S. 

The  societies  affiliated  with  the  Canadian 
Co-operative  Union,  at  the  recent  Congress, 
were  strongly  urged  carefully  to  investigate  the 
opportunities  afforded  to  Canadian  societies  by 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  of  England 
to  supply  goods  produced  under  co-operativo 
auspices,  and  wherever  the  same  could  be  used 
to  advantage,  or  without  financial  loss,  loyally 
to  support  the  C.W.S.  to  the  fullest  possible 
extent. 


GUARDIANS  AND  RELIEF 

TICKETS. 

PENDLETON  CO-OPERATORS_SECURE 
REDRESS. 

Recently,  members  of  the  Pendleton 
Society  who  were  recipients  of  relief  from 
the  Salford  Board  of  Guardians  found  that 
by  spending  these  relief  tickets  at  their  so- 
ciety they  were  being  penalised  in  so  much 
as  the  dividend  was  deducted  from  further 
relief  granted. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Guardians,  held  on 
November  10th,  Mr.  F.  D.  Holt  called  atten- 
tion to  the  matter,  and  moved  a resolution 
that  such  action  of  the  Relieving  Officer 
should  cease.  The  resolution,  however, 
failed  to  obtain  support,  being  defeated  by 
fourteen  votes  to  four. 

Thereupon  the  committee  of  the  Pendle- 
ton Society  determined  to  take  further 
action,  and  sought  an  interview  with  the 
hoard.  This  interview  was  secured,  and  took 
place  oil  December  8tb,  when  very  strong 
representations  were  made  to  show  how  un- 
just this  treatment  waB  to  persons  who 
traded  the  relief  tickets  with  the  society. 

After  the  deputation  retired,  a resolution 
was  moved  by  Mr.  F.  D.  Holt,  and  seconded 
by  Mrs.  Shutt.  A long  discussion  took 
place,  several  members  of  the  board  still 
sticking  to  the  idea  that  the  recipients  were 
obtaining  something  extra  by  receiving  the 
dividend. 

Eventually  the  resolution,  slightly 
amended,  was  passed  by  twelve  votes  to 
three  in  the  following  form: — “That  it  be 
an  instruction  to  the  Relieving  Officer  not 
to  take  into  account  ‘ current  ’ dividend  oil 
purchases  by  relief  recipients  within  the 
Union.” 


POLITICAL  SUMMER  SCHOOL. 

A NEW  departure  in  the  holding  of 
summer  schools  will  be  witnessed  next 
summer.  The  Central  Education  Committee 
and  the  Co-operativo  Party  are  arranging  to 
hold  a Co-operative  Political  Summer  School 
at  ltuskin  College,  Oxford.  The  date  sug- 
gested is  from  July  7th  to  the  21st.  A 
valuable  course  of  lectures  on  international, 
national,  and  economic  matters  will  be 
delivered  by  leading  experts.  The  arrange- 
ments are  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood 
and  Mr.  S.  F.  Perry,  J.P.,  who  are  the  joint 
secretaries. 


C.W.S.  AND  CO-OPERATIVE 

PARTY. 

DIRECTORS  AND  ELECTIONEERING. 

Representatives  of  the  Co-operative 
Party  had  an  interview  with  the  C.W.S. 
directors,  a few  days  ago.  Several 
matters  arising  out  of  the  General  Election 
were  under  consideration.  A friendly  dis- 
cussion took  place,  and  an  assurance  was 
given  by  the  directors  that  although  the 
board  had  taken  no  definite  attitude  as  a 
board  on  the  matter,  it  was-  left  to  the  in- 
dividual directors  to  take  the  ordinary 
course  they  thought  fit  during  the  General 
Election.  The  deputation  were  assured  by 
the  chairman  that  whatever  assistance  could 
be  rendered  in  the  future  would  be  given. 
A very  .linkable  spirit  prevailed,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  more  opportunities  will  bo 
afforded  of  having  these  joint  meetings  to 
discuss  the  general  position. 


THE  C.I.S.  ABROAD* 

INQUIRIES  FROM  ALL  PARTS  OF 
THE  WORLD. 


nsuranck  on  a co-operative  basis  Is 
Ugiug  the  attention  of  our  friends 
oad,  and  numerous  inquiries  regarding 
constitution,  organisation,  and  general 
eedure  are  being  received  by  the  C.I.S. 
erest,  in  particular,  is  centred  upon 
collective  life  assurance  scheme,  which 
been  of  such  benefit  to  thousands  of 
pie  in  this  country.  . 

luring  one  week  inquiries  were  received 
in  places  as  far  apart  as  Paris,  The 
gue,  Brussels,  Hamburg.  Riga,  Prague, 
i cow,*  Madrid,  Taiping  (Federated  Malay 
tes),  Trivandrum  (Madras),  Cleveland 
S.A.),  and  Buenos  Aires,  and  the i latest 
from  the  International  Labour  Office  or 
League  of  Nations.  Evidently  the 
ne  of  the  C.I.S.  has  spread  to  all  parts 


"May  l suggest  that  the  ‘ Mi  ligate 
Monthly,’  a 6d.  magazine,  is  a splendid  in- 
vestment,” writes  a “ Railway  Review  ’ 
correspondent  “ It  contains  articles  of  an 
instructive  nature  and  is  ft  reel  educational 
treat.  Try  it  l’4 
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Chapter  XIX. 

When  John  had  satisfied  himself  that  Sir 
William’s  life  was  in  no  immediate  danger, 
he  asked  Paul  to  call  the  waiting  cab,  and 
helped  to  lift  the  stricken  man  into  it.  Ho 
was  a pitiful  sight,  this  giant  whoso 
strength  had  enabled  him  to  dominate 
others.  His  limbs  were  drawn  and  stilf  like 
those  of  a corpse  taken  from  the  sea,  and 
his  twisted  mouth,  dreadful  to  behold,  gave 
forth  cries  as  harsh  and  meaningless  as 
those  of  a wounded  crow. 

They  put  him  to  bed  with  difficulty  ami 
sent  for  a socialist,  who  made  a carelul 
examination,  asking  many  questions.  Mary, 
haggard  and  dry-eyed,  unsworn!  them 
steadily,  then  waited  for  the  verdict. 

“There  is  no  immediate  danger,"  said  the 
famous  doctor.  “ Your  father  is  a strong 
man,  remnrknbly  so,  hut  lie  lias  used  up  his 
vitality  by  meeting  the  incessant  demands 
of  large  and  varied  interests.  Tho  strain, 
accentuated  |>erhaps  by  a sudden  shock,  lias 
found  a weak  spot." 

“Will  he  remain  ns  he  is?"  she  asked 
anxiously. 

“That  is  problematic,”  tire  other 
answered.  “I  am  inclined  to  be’iove  that 
lie  will  make  a partial  recovery.  His  mental 
faoulties  are  alert.  He  can  see  and  hear 
and  understand,  aud  is  conscious  of  his  ecu 
dition.  Careful  nursing  and  cheerful  sym- 
pathy will  help  him  better  than  doctoring.” 

John,  who  was  standing  near,  saw  him  to 
the  carriage,  and  was  returning. to  the  room 
iwlien  he  met  Mary. 

“May  I cmne  to-morrow?"  he  asked. 

She  shook  her  head.  “ Not  till  I ^end  for 
you."  she  answered. 

“Mary,"  he  said,  taking  her  bauds.  " I 
love  you.  Does  anything  el.-*e  matter? 
That  man  whose  name  you  have  taken  has 
made  us  both  suffer.  Let  us  forget  it. 
Tell  him  that  the  papers  are  destroyed,  any- 
thing you  please,  but  don’t  let  him  stand 
between  us  any  longer.  I lore  you.  dearest. 
I have  been  hungry  for  the  sight  of  you,  for 
the  souud  of  your  voice.  Don’t  you 
understand  ?" 

"Yes,”  she  said.  "I  understand  If  all 
the  love  I have  will  repay  you,  take  it.  I 
am  yours,  Jack.  But  I will  see  justice  done 
before  I leave  this  house.  Have  a little 
patience,  dear,  and  wait  till  I send  for  you." 

H©  toqk  heir  in  his  arms,  felt  her  own  wind 
round  him  in  complete  abandonment  as  he 
looked  into  ltcr  eyes  and  kissed  her. 

" Sweet  one,  beloved,”  he  whispertkl,  at 
last.  " I fear  to  move  lest  I wake  and  find 
it  a dream.  This  is  paradise.  Shut  me  out 
of  it  no  more." 

“ Never,”  she  breathed.  " Have  I not 
learned  that  you  are  as  high  as  my  highest 
thoughts  of  you.  I saw,  I heard.  I know. 
Good  night.  I will  send  for  you  scon,  dear. 
You  shall  tell  me  all  the  story  yourself." 

When,  at  last,  lie  departed,  Mary  went 
back  to  the  room  wffiere  Sir  William  was 
lying.  Only  his  eyes  seemed  to  be  alive. 
They  followed  her  movements  intently  with 
a hungry  yearning  full  of  agonised  appeal. 

She  went  to  the  bxl  and  stood  looking  at 
him,  wondering  how  she  could  sooth  and 
comfort  him  in,  this  dire  affliction,  then  took 
one  of  his  hands  aud  stroked  it  gently. 

“Listen!”  she  *aid.  “If  you  can  hear 
and  understand,  close  your  eyes  and  open 
them  again." 

Ho  obeyed  instantly. 

"Splendid!"  she  cried,  with  a smile. 
“ Now  we  can  talk.  Jf  you  want  to  say 
yes,  close  one  eye,  both  eve*  when  you 
mean  no.  " Will  you  do  that?" 

He  closed  one  eye,  then  Cj>ened  it,  staring 
eagerly. 

Mary  nodded  and  smiled  encouragement. 
“ The  doctor  who  came  just  now,”  she  con- 
tinued, "is  a specialist.  He  says  you  will 
recover  gradually  if  you  do  not  worry.  You 
must  not.  Tliore  is  nothing  to  worry  about 
except  yourself.  Do  you  understand?” 

He  signalled  that  he  did. 

“ let  your  mind  rest,”  she  added.  T am 
bringing  a nurse  so  that  you  will  have  every 
attention,  and  I shall  spend  as  much  timo 
as  possible  with  you  myself.  If  you  want 
anything  clos?  one  eye.  then  the  other.  I 
shall  always  understand  and  find  out  what 
it  is.” 

There  was  a tap  on  the  door  Mary 
opened  it  to  discover  Tarrant  there,  pale- 
faced  and  anxious  looking. 

" May  I see  Sir  Willium?”  he  asked  in  a 
level  voice. 

" Yes,”  said  Mary.  " He  cannot  speak 
or  move,  hut  he  can  hear  you."  The  secre- 
tary glided  forward,  then  stood  looking  down 
at  the  huddled  figure  and  grotesquely  twisted 
face. 

"My  respects,  Sir  William,”  he  said,  in 
bis  curiously  smooth  tono,  " I am  glnrl  to 
bear  that  you  will  soon  recover.  May  I 
assure  you  that  your  affairs  will  have  my  un- 
divided attention  in  the  meantime?" 

The  helpless  man  stared  up  at  him  with 
penetrating  keenness,  which  Tarrant 
returned  steadily,  then  lie  bowed  and.  hack- 
ing nwav.  turned  to  the  door,  closing  it 
■softly  behind  him. 

" A piece  of  human  mechanism,"  thought 
Mary.  " Wound  up  to  conduct  business  on 
strictly  accurate  lines.  He  would  want  to 
report  progress  in  the  midst  of  a surgical 


operation.  I wonder  if  lie  ever  lelt  a humn.n 
emotion  or  impulse?" 

The  question  wos  answered  n minute  later 
when  she  wont  into  tho  corridor  and,  turning 
a corner  to  descend  the  Stairs,  perceived 
I arrant  sitting  on  tho  top  step  with  his  fa/yj 
in  his  hands;  ©ebbing  quietly.  Maxy 
stepi>ed  Ixick,  astonished  and  deeply  moved, 
the  Jackal  was  grieving  over  the  sick  Lion! 

During  three  weeks  there  was  no  sign  of 
change  in  tho  patient.  His  limbs  remained 
as  stiff  anti  powerless  as  if  they  were  Frozen, 
and  only  inarticulate  noises  came  from  his 
bps  Mary  began  to  doubt  whether  he 
would  ever  move  again,  but  she  never  let 
him  see  in  her  expression  or  hear  in  her 
voicx*  anything  lnit  cheerful  and  constant 
optimism. 

One  morning  when  she  was  pouring  out  a 
dose  of  medicine,  her  eyes  caught  a move- 
ment in  the  bed.  and  she  stood  spellbound 
watching  Sir  William  draw  his  right  arm 
fiom  beneath  the  cover  and  work  it  up  and 
down  with  slow  uncertain  action  that  became 
steadier  and  more  rapid  each  minute.  His 
right  leg  was  active  too,  for  the  bedclothes 
moved  backwards  and  forwards  like  a billow, 
and  she  saw  that  lie  was  opening  and 
shutting  his  mouth. 

Afraid  to  stir  or  speak,  she  stood  with  the 
bottle  and  glnss  poised  until  lie  turned  his 
head  and,  speaking  with  a hesitating  catch 
m his  voice,  said : — 

• "1  wa-a-ant  to  ge-et  up." 

Mary  put  down  the  medicine  and  sprang 
to  his  side.  The  relief  liad  come  as  sud- 
denly ns  tho  attack  and  though  she  tried 
her  best  to  persuade  him  to  stay  where  he 
was  till  the  doctor  iame,  he  would  have  none 
of  it,  stubbornly  demanding  that  Tarrant 
should  come  and  assist  him, 

That  was  the  beginning  of  a considerable 
improvement.  His  facial  contortion 
relaxed,  and  his  limbs,  on  one  side  grow 
more  lisscm  and  active  each  day,  hut  tho 
other  remained  inert  and  useless,  making  it 
impossible  f.nr  him  to  move  without  help. 
His  voice,  too,  hung  at  certain  words  as  if 
catching  on  thorns,  though  it  regained  much 
of  its  old  volume  and  strength. 

Mary,  afraid  of  agitating  him,  kept  7ohn 
out  of  sight,  and  was  careful  never  to  locu- 
tion him  iu  conversation,  though  he  came  to 
The  Towers  each  day  ary]  spent  blissful  hours 
in  her  company.  While  she  was  ©till  pon- 
dering how  to  broach  the  subject.  Sir 
William  approached  it  himself.  They  wore 
together  in  his  own  room,  and  after  watch- 
ing her  some  time  in  silence,  he  tapped  the 
floor  With  his  stick. 

“ You  say  nothing  about  tlwt  brokon- 
leggcd  lover  of  yours,”  he  remarked.  “ I 
suppose  lie  is  still  hobbling  on  your  trail.” 

Mary  flushed  at  the  unexpected  question. 
" Ho  eomos  to  see  me  every  day,”  she  an- 
swered quietly  "You  have  not  forgotten 
what  passed,  have  you,  dad?” 

Ho  looked  at  her  sharply.  It  was  the  first 
time  she  had  used  that  name  since  his 
illness. 

“ ft’s  rather  difficult  to  fc-rget  tho  dagger 
that's  sticking  between  your  ribs,”  lie 
answered.  “ 1 expect  he  ha«  told  you  the 
whole  story." 

" Yes,”  she  admitted.  " He  has  told  mo 
everything.” 

" He  would,”  Sir  William  said  musingly. 
" Ho  would,  knowing  nothing  about  it. 
Where  are  the  papers?” 

"Burnt,”  she  answered.  "Not  even  I 
could  prevent  that.  Tho  only  one  that 
remains  is  tlie  cheque.  He  will  cash  it, 
when  you  are  well.  Ho  asks  no  mere.  He 
will  take  no  more.” 

" Then  lie  does  not  propose  to  take  you, 
fell?”  Sir  William  inquired  ironically. 

"Not  from  you,”  sho  said.  "1  am  my 
own  gift.” 

He  seemed  to  meditate  this,  then  nodded 
his  head  several  times.  “ When  he  comes 
again,”  he  said,  " bring  him  here.  He  is 
something  of  n curiosity.  I have  not  seen 
him  six  times  in  his  life.  I saw  those  papers 
lie-  found  only  onco — for  a few  minutes.  It’s 
remarkable.” 

" He  will  bo  bore  this  afternoon,”  said 
Mnry. 

" So  shall  T,”  Sir  William  commented  bit- 
terly. " You  will  find  me  in  this  room.  Tell 
Tarrant  T want  to  see  him.” 

Mary  wont  out  quietly:  She  and  John 

had  fixed  their  plans  for  the  future  and  were 
only  waiting  a favourable  opportunity 
make  them  known.  There  might  be  opposi- 
tion, but  they  were  quite  determined  to 
tread  their  own  pith. 

It  was  aftemoon  when  John  came  sailing 
up  the  drive  on  his  bicycle.  The  agility  ho 
displayed  in  dismounting  .showed  that  his 
leg  was  sound  again  and  giving  him  no 
trouble.  He  looked  very  liandscnie  as  lie 
hold  Mary's  hands  and  listened  ro  the  news 
she  had  to  tell. 

" Wants  both  of  us.”  lm  commented.  * " T 
don’t  mind,  dearest,  hut  I Khali  talk  to  him 
ns  if  you  were  nbsent.  You  will  m t he  hurt 
or  offended ?”  t 

"No.”  sho  answered.  "But  I nm  very 
happy.  Jack,  and  I am  fond  him  io  cnit« 
of  his  faults  f think  all  big  men  ivlm  are 
dominated  by  ambition  become  novtri 
I-  iloii  Ifo  i a iimkoit  rood  ' 1 i will 
be,  1 four.  Treat  him  gently,  for  mv  ftike.” 


They  found  him  waiting  with  two  chairs 
placed  so  that  they  had  to  fftce  him. 

"Well,”  be  began,  looking  hard  at  John. 
You  have  come.  You  kmow — or  think  you 
know  everything,  and  I daresay  you  have  sat 
m judgment  on  me.  What  is  tho  verdict?” 
It  was  n blunt  and  embarrassing  question, 
but  John  did  not  shirk  it. 

"I  think,”  he  answered,  "that  the  man 
who  robbed  me  of  a fortune  had  no  right  to 
treat  my  poverty  as  a crime.  Still  les®  to 
mnko  it  a bar  between  m.vsolf  and  Marv. 
It  was  bitting  below  the  belt." 

"So  you  may  think,"  Sir  William  com- 
mented. “ You  judge  the  incident  as  it 
stands.  I see  it  as  the  host  of  a sequence 
of  ©vents.  Not  to  act  ns  I did  would  have 
been  the  negation  of  all  that  went  before. 
It  was  my  fate  to  be  ambitious.  It  lias  led 
me  on,  and  on,  and  on,  from  step  to  ratep, 
each  one  easy  in  itself,  yet  each  one  widen- 
ing the  gap  between  my  nature  that  was  and 
my  nature  that  is.  Now.  that  same  fate 
sits  grinning  at  me  in  derision.  I am  a log 
with  a brain  in  it.  A fighter  struck  down 
and  left  on  the  field  of  battle." 

He  gazed  n.t  them  with  n kind  of  grim 
contempt.  It  was  not  for  them  or  himself, 
but  for  the  scheme  of  things  of  which  he 
formed  a part  " We  are  straws,”  lie  con- 
tinued. “ Straws  on  the  «trcain  of  time. 
You,  I doubt  not,  are  thinking  of  steering 
your  own  course,  but  Fate  will  steer  it  as 
surely  as  it  steered  mine.  It  lias  thrust  you 
into  eaclj  other’s  arms  in  spite  of  me.  Tt 
may  keep  you  there  until  you  lie  in  the  same 
grave,  or  it  may  tear  you  apart  and  cast 
you  to  opposite  ends  of  the  globe  Who 
knows?  Who  knows?” 

"There  is  a bond  called  love,”  said  John. 
" It  is  stronger  than  Fate.  I have  infinite 
faith  in  it,  and  no  fear." 

" Yet  you  are  a fool,"  said  Sir  William. 

1 You  burned  those  papers,  the  only  evi- 
dence you  possessed.  Sane  men  do  not 


throw  away  their  weapons,  they  put  them 
aside." 

"They  please  themselves,"  John 
answered.  " As  for  fools,  can  you  find  one 
to  mutch  yourself?  You  have  spent  your 
life  in  acquiring  wealth  and  power,  what  use 
are  they — now?  If  you  were  well,  and  re- 
mained so  another  thirty  years,  what  use 
would  they  be — then  ?-  There  are  fools  -and 
fools.  I intoud  to  bo  a happy  one." 

Sir  William  smiled  for  the  first  time  sinba 
his  illness.  “ You  were  at  least  a wise  one,” 
he  said.  “ In  destroying  those  papers,  you 
destroyed  my  weapons,  too.  You  had  a b id 
case,  young  man.  and  no  money  to  fight  it. 
Your  father  invented  the  maohine  and  I ctcl» 
it,  made  a fortune  out  of  it,  but  I nm  the 
only  man  who  could  prove  it.  Your  un- 
stamped agreement  and  your  uncashed 
cheque  would  have  been  torn  to  shreds  by 
the  best  lawyers  in  England — and  my  evi- 
dence, I took  care  of  that.  But  you  did  not 
fight.  For  the  sake  of  a fair  face  that 
caught  your  fancy,  you  burnt  your  weapons. 
What  next?” 

"I  don’t  know,”  said  John.  "Do  you 
mean  to  repudiate  the  cheque?” 

"No,  I will  cash  it  myself,”  was  the 
prompt  answer,  "£500.  What  then?” 

“ T ©lial  1 continue  my  studies  and  use 
what  is  left  of  the  money  to  purchase  a prac- 
tice," said  John.  “ As  soon  as  I nm  ready 
with  a home,  we  shall  marry." 

" I see."  said  Sir  William.  “ You  leave 
me  out.  T do  not  count.  What  T have  done 
for  Mary  has  no  weight.  Suppose  I refuse 
to  let  my  daughter  leave  the  security  a -id 
comfort  of  this  place  to  embark  on  such  a 
risky  voyage?” 

" T am  not  your  daughter,"  Mary  inter- 
posed. " You  have  no  claim  on  me  that 
would  justify  such  a step.  Nor  will  I permit 
it.  I would  rather  go  back  to  Madaino 

[Continued  pn  page  ten.] 
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C.W.S.  J)igesfive  Cea  Zrs 


Q^'  per  quarter  pound. 


— ASK  FOR  IT  AT  YOUR  STORE.— 
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cm  cocoas ! 


ARE 


Absolutely  Fire. 
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'"PHIS  fact  has  been 
■T  established  by  the 
reports  of  two  independent 
analysts,  who  have  analysed 
all  the  cocoas  made  by  the 
E.  & S.  C.W.S.  Works 
at  Luton. 
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Ask  for 

“ Coso,”  “ Silver  Badge,”  or 
“ Broma  ” Cocoas 

at  your  Stores  this  Christmas. 


’HE  DRAPERY  DEPARTMENT  of  the  C.W  S 

is  offering  substantial 

PRIZES  FOR  SHORT  ESSAYS 

of  thirty-six  words  descriptive  of  the 

“UttitaS”  Randkercbief 

This  handkerchief  is  made  by  the  Scottish  C.W.S.  from 
fabric  woven  at  the  Lancashire  mills  of  the  English  C.W.S., 
and  is  sold  retail  by  co-operative  societies  throughout 
the  country. 

RULES. 

1.  — Purchase  a supply  of  “ Unitas  " handkerchiefs  at 

your  store. 

2.  — Write  your  description  of  the*  same — not  more  than 

thirty-six  words — and  attach  to  the  essay  two 
" Unitas  " gummed  labels  from  the  handkerchiefs 
you  have  bought. 

3- — Add  your  (i.)  name,  (ii.)  address,  and  society  of  which 
you  are  a member. 

4, — Send  this  to  " Unitas,"  c/o  C.W.S.  Publicity  Depart- 
ment, Balloon  Street,  Manchester,  not  later  than 
January  8th, 1923. 

PRIZES  FOR  CHILDREN. 

A further  competition  is  open  for  children’s  efforts,  and 
here  again  useful  and  valuable  prizes  will  be  offered. 
These  will  consist  of  boxes  of  handkerchiefs,  knives, 
purses,  and  other  productions  of  C.W.S.  works. 

This  is  open  to  boys  and  girls  who  have  not  yet  passed 
their  fifteenth  birthday. 

" Unitaj  " handkerchief,  limiting  the 
m the  " Unitu  ” handke'chiefi  lo 


1.  — Write  your  opinion  of  the 

description  to  30  worda— not 

2.  — Attach  two  gemmed  labels  that  .1 

the  auy. 

3.  — Write  your  (i.)  rwme,  (ii.)  age.  (iii.)  address,  (iv.)  society  of  which 

your  parents  are  members,  on  the  same  shoe!  ol  paper — and  send 
this  to  “ Unitas  Juntor."  C.W.S.  Publicity  Deportment,  Balloon 
Street,  Manchester,  not  lata  titan  January  8th,  1923 


Che  co-operatioe  neros 

AND  JOURNAL  OF  ASSOCIATED  INDUSTRY. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  relating  thereto 
and  to  the  literary  contents  of  the  " News  “ should  be 
addressed  " THE  EDITOR .“  Orders,  Inquiries,  and  corre- 
spondence relating  to  advertisements,  supplies,  and  deliveries 
of  the  "News"  should  be  addressed  to  "THE  MANAGER," 
at  the  same  address.  Delay  may  arise  : when  communica- 
tions are  addressed  to  individuals.  OFFICES  : CO-OPERA- 
TIVE NEWS  BUILDINGS,  2a,  LONG  MILLGATE.  MAN- 
CHESTER. 
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THE  YEAR  TO  COME. 


A New  Year  is  about  to  dawn. 

Waiting  for  the  end  of  the  Old  Year  is  like  waiting 
for  a death  in  the  family.  Who  knows  what  will 
happen  after  the  knell  sounds?  What  changes  are  in 
store?  What  sacrifices  arc  we  to  he  called  upon  to 
make?  What  unexpected  sorrows — or  joys — are  in 
store  for  us?  We  cannot  tell.  It  is  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  merciful  dispensations  of  Providence  that  we 
should  remain  thus  in  the  dark  about  the  future. 

There  have  been  worse  years  than  the  year  now  clos- 
ing. Miserable  as  we  are,  would  any  of  us  go  back  to 
the  end  of  1914  or  ’15  or  ’16  or  ’17,  and  live  again 
through  the  terrors  of  those  years?  Many  of  us  are  dis- 
appointed. What  we  had  hoped  for  has  not  come.  What 
we  in  those  years  made  up  our  minds  to  do  we  ourselves 
have  not  done.  We  saw  an  era  of  peace  opening  up. 
a time  when  our  movement,  which  had  so  impressed 
itself  upon  the  non-believers  during  the  stress  of  war 
conditions,  would  come  into  its  own.  We  saw  around 
us  the  nations  ablaze  with  indignation  at  shameless 
profiteering,  at  the  martyrdom  of  labour,  at  the  selfish- 
ness of  those  who  had  enriched  themselves  under 
terrible  conditions  at  the  expense  of  a suffering  popula- 
tion. People’s  eyes,  our  eyes,  we  believed,  had  been 
opened,  and  in  years  to  come  “ Each  for  all  ” would 
he  the  dominating  note  of  our  national  life. 

The  year  that  is  fast  going  has  not  been  a year  of 
unalloyed  bliss.  We  have  had  our  eternal  wrangle 
with  the  powers  that  he.  We  have  blamed  the  authori- 
ties for  our  unemployment,  for  the  disturbed  state  of 
Europe,  for  all  the  miseries  that  have  flowed  from  the 
operations  of  statesmanship  throughout  the  world ; in 
fact,  we  have  been  inclined  to  blame  everybody  hut 
ourselves.  We  still  live  in  a world  of  make-believe. 
We  urge  upon  all — except  perhaps  ourselves — the  need 
for  living  according  to  the  Decalogue.  We  are  con- 
stantly picking  the  mote  out  of  our  neighbour’s  eye  in 
spite  of  the  beam  in  our  own,  and  somehow  or  other  we 
are  all  impressed  with  the  idea  that  if  everybody  only 
behaved  like  ourselves  the  world  would  he  a glorious 
place  to  live  in. 

Well,  there  arc  some  delusions  that  we  should  get  rid 
of  as  we  grow  older,  and  one  of  the  first  is  that  the 
world  collectively  can  go  right  while  we  individually 
go  wrong. 

We  are  reaching  the  end  of  a year.  We  are  on  the 
threshold  of  a New  Year.  It  is  part  of  the  prerogative 
of  mankind  to  aspire  to  nobler  things.  We  can  scarcely 
believe  that  anyone  who  ever  lived  wanted  con- 
sistently to  keep  on  going  wrong  all  during  life. 
“ Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast  hApe 
that  however  miserable  things  are  they  will  one  day  be 
better;  that  however  far  we  may  be  departing  from 
“ old  nature’s  rule  ” we  are  only  doiug  so  temporarily, 
and  that  one  of  these  days  we  shall  go  out  boldly  deter- 
mined that  for  us  a new  era  has  begun. 

The  New  Year  is  a traditional  period  for  these  reso- 
lutions. On  our  scrap  books  no  doubt  many  of  us  have 
copious  records  of  resolutions  that  we  have  made  and 
that  we  have  not  used  up.  When  Sunday  night 
approaches  most  people  will  be  once  more  reflective  and 
meditative  as  they  are  at  the  same  period  every  year. 
We  will  wonder  what  we  can  do  to  improve  things  next 
year,  so  that  next  year  may  be  more  cheerful  than  the 
3rear  that  has  gone. 

Look  round  our  societies  and  sec  how  they  stand. 
Trade  has  slackened;  reserves  have  gone;  wages  have 
fallen  ; works  stand  idle  ; profits  are  reduced  ; members 
are  fretting.  Look  at  the  world  around  us.  There  is 
diminished  trade  there,  too ; but  many  whose  system 
is  responsible  for  the  profit-mongering  and  for  all  the 
tricks  and  practices  that  conduce  to  profit-getting,  are 
doing  trade  that  ought  to  be  done  in  the  stores  of  the 
people  who  serve  the  people  and  arc  controlled  by  the 
people.  There  is  slacking  on  all  hands.  Co-operators 
arc  maintaining  the  system  they  denounce  ; and  if  they 
maintain  the  competitive  system  in  trade,  they  must 
do  the  same  in  industry  and  politics,  and  in  almost 
every  sphere  of  life. 

We  have  to  guide  us  the  collective  wisdom  of  the 
ages.  In  the  co-operative  movement,  the  tribulations 
we  are  confronted  with  to-day  confronted  the  workers 
of  a century  ago  when  they  began  to  evolve  their  con- 
ception of  the  economic  salvation  of  mankind  through 
co-operation.  They  devised  their  own  plans,  and  their 
successors  perfected  those  plans  according  to  their 
lights. 

The  views  expressed  by  leaders  of  the  move- 
ment, on  the  first  page  of  this  issue,  all  get 
back  to  the  same  lesson — unity  of  purpose  and 
loyalty  to  principle.  If  we  all  make  up  our  minds  that 
in  the  year  about  to  dawn  we  shall  be  true  to  our 
professed  principles,  and  that  we' shall  conform  to  the 
rules  laid  down  by  our  societies,  and  give  tangible  evi- 


dence of  our  fidelity  at  the  store  counters,  the  New 
Year  will  be  brighter  and  happier  for  us  all.  Happily; 
we  close  the  year  believing  it  to  he  the  worst  that  we 
shall  experience  for  some  time. 

During  the  past  trying  year  we  whose  mission  it  is 
to  voice  co-operative  opinion  and  to  direct  the  thoughts 
of  co-operators  have  done  our  best.  The  year  will 
have  gone  with  this  issue ; and,  like  our  readers,  we 
can  only  hope  to  do  better  work  next  year.  We  must, 
nevertheless,  thank  our  readers  for  their  co-operation  ; 
our  contributors  for  their  help ; the  many  who  have 
sent  us  words  of  encouragement  during  the  year ; and 
not  least  those  who  have  helped  us  by  their  kindly, 
criticism  when  they  believed  we  needed  it.  Everything 
helps  in  a co-operative  movement. 


NOTES  AND  NOTIONS. 

A WITNESS  FOR  CO-OPERATION. 

The  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies,  although  he  doc3 
not  say  so  in  so  many  words  in  his  report  for  the  years  1918- 
1920,  is  apparently  of  the  same  opinion  as  we  arc  respecting 
registration  under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts. 

“ It  is  not  essential,”  he  says,  “ that  societies  should  be  co-opera- 
tive in  character  in  order  to  obtain  registration.”  He  refers  to 
a number  of  petrol  distributing  societies  which"  have  found 
shelter  under  the  Acts,  and  says  these  “ in  their  operations  are 
much  more  akin  to  speculative  enterprises,  trading  under  the 
Companies  Acts,  than  to  ordinary  co-operative  societies.”  A 
better  case  for  amending  the  Acts  could  scarcely  be  made  out 
by  the  Co-operative  Union  itself.  The  Government  has  already 
been  tackled  on  the  question  by  representatives  of  the  move- 
ment in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  it  did  not  hold  out  any  hope 
of  immediate  reform.  The  Co-operative  Union  is  not  likely 
to  let  the  matter  rest  where  it  is,  and  with  the  Chief  Registrar 
as  a witness  to  the  need  of  amending  legislation,  it  should  be 
able  to  conviuce  even  such  a tranquil  Government  as  the  present 
that  the  I.  and  P.  Acts  were  not  intended  to  cover  any  sort  of 
trading  association. 

THE  PIONEERS’  MEMORY. 

The  Rochdale  Pioneers  did  a lot  for  succeeding  generations  of 
co-operators  ; what,  have  present-  da^  co-operators  done  for 
them  ? Is  their  memory  as  fresh  and  fragrant  as  it  should  be  ? 

1 The  question  was  asked  in  the  “ Co-operative  News  ” many 
years  ago,  and,  so  far  as  the  great  mass  of  co-operators  are  con- 
cerned, it  is  as  pertinent  to-day  as  it  was  then.  Why  should  not 
the  whole  movement  join  in  a commemorative  gathering  ? The. 
Glasgow,  societies  have  set  the  ball  rolling ; they  assembled 
in  one  of  the  city  hall?  on  Thursday,  December  2 1st — the  anni- 
versary of  the  opening  of  the  Toad-lane  store — to  pay  homage 
to  the  Pioneers,  and  they  had  with  them,  in  addition  to  well- 
known  Scottish  co-operators,  the  chairman  of  the  C.W.S.  and 
the  chairman  of  the  Co-operative  Union.  The  idea  of  a com- 
memorative gathering  has  therefore,  to  some  extent,  the  blessing 
of  the  chief  organisations  in  the  movement  in  Great  Britain. 
The  International  Alliance  has  agreed  to  recommend  the  holding 
of  a “ Co-operators’  Day  ” in  every  country  on  the  first  Saturday 
in  July  each  year ; and  as  the  Union  is  expected  to  bring  that 
proposal  before  the  movement  here,  it  should  give  opportunity 
foe  considering  the  propriety  of  celebrating  the  Roehdalo 
anniversary. 

THE  ” AXE.’’ 

The  Geddes  Axe  is  found  to  be  actually  damaging  the  tree  of 
national  prosperity.  It  lopped  off  compulsory  education  for 
children  over  fourteen  years,  and  it  cut  away  the  ladder  leading 
many  to  the  secondary  schools.  Every  year,  apparently, 
750,000  boj's  and  girls  leave  the  elementary  schools  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales.  Many  of  these  used  to  find  themselves 
in  wrong  jobs — in  many  cases  because  they  left  school  too  soou — 
but  now  the  Government  itself  is  alarmed  to  find  that  200, 0i)0 
of  these  youngsters  have  to  go  without  jobs  altogether.  The 
most  notorious  mischief-maker  in  either  folk-lore  or  literature 
always  finds  work  for  idle  hands  to  do ; and  the  Ministries  of 
Labour  and  Education  are  now  engrossed  in  the  task  of  pre- 
venting the  disaster  that  will  inevitably  follow  the  idleness  of- 
this  army  of  young  people.  Cenlres*fov  the  training  of  un- 
employed boys  and  girls,  such  as  were  established  after  the 
Armistice,  are  being  re-established  now  in  a state  of  panic  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  local  education  authorities.  In  other 
words,  money  is  now  being  spent  to  avert  a danger  that  would 
have  been  more  usefully  spent  in  extending  the  school  age  and 
affording  increased  facilities  for  young  people  entering  secondary 
schools  from  the  elementary  schools. 

WORKERS’  SAVINGS. 

The  Glasgow  Savings  Bank  has  an  Excellent  reputation,  which 
received  considerable  reinforcement  last  week,  when  the  annual 
report  recorded  that  nearly  £7,500,000  had  been  received  during 
1922  in  ordinary  small  deposits.  It  has  340,000  accounts  open, 
and  the  total  due  to  its  depositors  is  £19,500,000.  It  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  bulk  of  the  depositors  belong  to  the  working  classes, 
and  the  amounts  received  by  this  bank  have  frequently  been 
cited  in  support  of  the  argument  for  co-operative  banking  in 
Scotland.  The  savings  bank  is  a worthy  institution,  but  it  is 
not  nearly  so  worthy  as  the  co-operative  society.  It  exists  to 
promote  thrift,  as  the  co-operative  society  does,  but  the  co- 
operative society  exists  to  establish  and  extend  democratic 
control  of ‘production  and  distribution  and  education  and  govern- 
ment. Tho  funds  of  the  savings  banks  of  the  country  nro 
invested  profitably,  but  these  investments  arc  often  used  to 
promote  schemes  of  which  co-operators  do  not  approve,  and 
which  aro  obstacles  to  co-operative  developments  and  to  tho 
extension  of  co-operative  ideas.  The  records  of  multiple  shops 
show  that  workers  are  passing  tho  stores  with  their  purchases. 
The  records  of  the  savings  banks  show  that  workers  arc  depositing 
their  money  in  other  than  co-operative  treasuries.  Thero  ri 
room  for  a great  change  here. 
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■ THE  FIRST  ROUND. 

IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE  LABOUR  OPPOSITION. 
THROUGH  A REPORTER'S  SPECTACLES. 


A STRANGE  NEW  YEAR'S  EVE. 


The  Parliamentary  recess  enables  a mere 
reporter,  who  lias  not  tlio  distinction  of 
being  “ to  take  stock  of  the  way 

the  new  Government,  and  particularly  the 
new  Labour  men,  have  carried  out  their 
responsibilities  to  the  constituencies  they 
represent. . 

The  Prime  Minister  lias  already  found  it 
desirable  to  warn  his  supporters  that  closer 
attention  to  their  duties  in  the  House  will 
he  necessary  if  the  attacks  of  the  Opposi- 
tion are  to  be  successfully  withstood.  Mr. 
Ramsay  Macdonald,  on  the  contrary,  has 
at  times  found  the  zeal  of  his  followers  a 
little  embarrassing.  The  Labour  men, 
indeed,  have  shown  such  a keenness  in  de- 
bate and  persistence  in  forcing  what  they 
consider  to  be  the  paramount  problem  of  the 
day  on  the  attention  of  the  Government  ns 
to  justify  the  belief  that  the  official  Oppo- 
sition to  Mr.  Bonar  Law's  rule  will  be  a 
real  vitalising  influence  on  the  affairs  of 
the  nation. 

Tin's  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  when 
one  reflects  a little  on  the  personality  of 
the  new  men,  who,  for  the  first  time,  have 
stepped  into  Westminster  with  the  elected 
title  of  Member  of  Parliament.  A very  few 
may  be  said  to  have  found  the  restraint 
imposed  on  them  by  long-established  pre- 
cedents at  times  irksome.  This,  however, 
is  no  new  tiling,  for  even  “ the  gentlemen 
of  England  ” in  the  past  have  occasionally 
left  their  manners  at  home  and  come  under 
the  censure  of  the  Speaker.  Some  of  them 
love  Labour  much  as  a eat  loves  a mouse, 
but  one  imagines  before  this  Government 
sends  in  its  resignation  the  opportunities 
afforded  them  of  discovering  at  first  hand 
exactly  what  Labour  is  and  what  it  stands 
for  will  enlighten  the  dark  places  of  their 
minds. 

Unemployment  First. 

It  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  the 
efforts  and  attitude  of  over  140  men 
devoted  to  the  advance  of  what  labour, 
trade  Unionism,  and  co-operation  stand 
for  can  fail  to  . influence  even  the 
most  hide-bound  Tory  who  sits  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  This  has  already  been 
evident  in  the  way  the  unemployment 
question  has  been  dealt  with.  The  House 
of  Commons  adjourned,  leaving  the  Labour 
Party  anything  but  satisfied  with  what 
liad  been  done  to  relieve  the  workless,  but 
in  what  Parliament  of  the  past  has  this 
vital  question  been  pressed  so  relentlessly 
on  the  Front  Bench  of  the  day? 

And  Mr.  Bcnar  Law  and  every  member 
of  the  Cabinet  know  that  unless  real  reme- 
dies are  found  it  will  be  the  foremost 
question  when  the  House  of  Commons 
meets  again. 

The  full  fighting  and  constructive  ability 
of  the  labour  Party  has  not  yet  been 
sounded.  It  is  composed  of  men  who  can 
touch  any  subject  that  may  be  brought 
forward.  Its  ranks  now  contain  professors, 
K.C.’s,  economists  of  European  reputation, 
skilled  Parliamentarians,  co-operators,  and 
meu  who  have  spent  their  days  pleading 
for  the  bottom  dog  fearless  of  consequences. 
In  the  last  Parliament  critics  were  wont  to 
say  that  the  Labour  Members  were  too 
tamo  to  be  effective.  Already  the  same 
judges  are  declaring  that  the  new  manners 
are  too  much  on  the  rough  side.  They 
cannot  have  it  both  ways.  Fancy  the 
Glasgow  representatives,  for  instance, 
bowing  meekly  to  the  reproof  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer;  Serymgeour 
accepting  Sir  George  Younger  as -his  guide 
in  debate;  and  Jack  Joues  or  George  Iwins- 
bury  keeping  silent  when  sonic  Honourable 
Member  opposite  cries  “Order,  order!” 

The  Young  Men’s  Day. 

Some  of  the  young  men  have  already 
adapted  themselves  to  customs  of  tlio 
House  in  a most  effective  way.  Many 
men  opposed  to  imbour,  politically,  have 
expressed  their  astonishment  at  the  ready 
way  in  which  practically  all  the  new 
Members  have  <;o  easily  risen  to  the  occa- 
sion. This,  however,  is  not  to  he  wondered 
ut.  They  have  been  trained  in  that  hardest 
of  all  schools,  the  unfettered  democracy  of 
the  street  corner.  The  experiences  of 
carrying  through  a losing  trade  union 
battle,  persuading  members  to  increase 
their  contributions,  or  ■facing  the  wrath  of 
the  unconvinced  at  a Labour  conference 
sharpen  wits,  and  make  one  feel  at  home 
however  hostile  the  audience.  This  type 


won  its  spurs  in  the  late  General  Election, 
and  is  shaking  things  up  a bit  in  Parlia- 
ment. One  wonders  what  would  happen 
if  the  Government  attempted  to  introduce 
another  Trade  Union  Amendment  Bill? 
Reinforced  concrete  would  be  necessary  to 
preserve  the  fabric. 

The  ifront  rank  of  the  Labour  Opposition 
was  never  so  strong.  Macdonald,  Clynes, 
Stephen  Walsh,  Shaw,  Tillett,  Snowden,  to 
mention  only  a few,  are  up  to  every  move 
of  the  Parliamentary  game.  The  burden 
of  responsibility  can  now  be  shifted  from 
one  to  the  other  with  the  knowledge  that 
each  mail  knows  exactly  how  to  go  about 
his  work.  This  will  help  Ramsay  Mac- 
donald tremendously,  and  as  the  coming 
Session  advances  is  bound  to  make  the 
Labour  attack  more  deadly. 

Already,  Labour  has  made  it  quite  cigar 
to  any  considered  judgment  that  it  is  the 
real  force  in  Parliament  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  to  face.  Mr.  Bonar  Law  knows 
it,  if  no  one  else  does.  The  team  behind 
the  Prime  Minister  may  observe  the  policy 
of  tranquillity,  but  so  far  it  has  failed  to 
find  its  feet  in  any  distinguishing  sense. 

The  increase  iu  the  number  of  Labour 
men  entirely  devoted  to  what  may  be 
termed  the  political  6ide  of  the  movement 
means  that  all  their  efforts  will  be  concen- 
trated on  House  of  Commons  work,  and 
assures  the  leader  at  all  times  of  a strong 
following  ready  for  any  emergency.  It  is 
abundantly  dear  that  however  big  the  issue 
labour  possesses  the  men  on  the  spot 
ready  to  deal  with  it. 


OLLA  PODRIDA. 

“ Co-operative  News  ” Office, 

Manchester,  Wednesday. 

Thkre  were  several  good  stories  told  at 
the  Leman-street  Christmas  dinner.  Mr. 
Noble  (Rochester)  made  the  hall  ring  with 
laughter  in  narrating  the  experiences  of  a 
Scotsman  at  a marriage  service.”  The  ikot 
had  had  the  nuptial  knot  lied,  and  he  inquired 
from  the  minister  what  was  the  fee.  “ What 
do  you  lliink  the  good  lady  is  worth  ? ” was 
the  answer.  Sandy  handed  over  a shilling. 
The  parson,  having  closely  eyed  the  couple, 
returned  9d.  change  to  the  bridegroom. 

Many  co-opera  tore,  .especially  in  Scot- 
land, would  read  with  deep  regret  of  the 
tragic  death  of  Tom  McKerrell,  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour.  Tom  was  a member 
of  the  Kilmarnock  Society  and  a Bailie  of 
the  Old  Burgh  when  he  was  added  to  the 
staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  under  Sir 
Duvid  Shackleton.  He  did  a good  deal  of 
lecturing  under  co-operative  auspices,  but 
his  trade  union  experience  was  his  chief 
commendation  for  the  post  to  which  lie  was 
appointed.  I have  the  best  authority  for 
stating  that  his  work  was  highly  appreciated 
by  his  superiors,  and  this  was  stated,  in 
effect,  by  representatives  of  the  depart- 
ment at  the  inquest  on  Saturday  last. 

Mn.  G.  W.  Williams,  who  for  nineteen 
years  conducted  the  massed  choirs  at  the 
Co-operative  Festival  at  the  Crystal  Palace, 
is  in  3ii«  seventy-eighth  year,  and  hopes  to 
conduct  the  Brotherhood  Choir  at  the  Crys- 
tal Palace  in  1923.  He  is  probably  tlio 
oldest  conductor  now  wielding  the  baton, 
and  probably  learned  the  secret  of  youth 
from  his  friend,  Mr.  E.  0.  Greening. 

Out  and  Auour. 


It  did  not  seem  a very  propitious  day  for 
a five-milo  tramp  across  a lonely  Devonshire 
moor,  when  I alighted  from  the  train  at  the 

tiny  station  of  X . However,  I had 

promised  an  old  school  friend  of  mine  to  pass 
New  Year’s  Day  with  him,  and  I hated  the 
thought  of  disappointing  him  ; so  in  spite 
of  the  stationmaster’s  warning  that  a snow- 
storm was  impending,  I determined  to 
start  out  and  push  on  with  all  possible 
speed. 

Before  I had  proceeded  more  than  two 
miles,  however,  his  prediction  seemed  like 
coming  true  for  tlio  dancing  snowflakes 
whirled  down  faster  and  faster,  and  as  a biting 
wind  had  also  sprung  up  I was  soon  half- 
blinded  with  the  snow  which  was  blown  into 
my  face.  I had  a straight  talk  with  myself 
for  Venturing  forth  in  spite  of  the  warning, 
and  as  it  was  nearer  to  return  to  the  station 
than  to  my  friend’s  habitation,  I determined 
to  retrace  my  steps.  Unfortunately  for  me, 
the  snow  had  been  falling  thicker  and  thicker 
and  now  it  had  almost  obliterated  all  land- 
marks, with  the  result  that  soon  I was  hope- 
lessly lost. 

After  a terrible  half-hour  I wa3  almost 
driven  to  utter  despair,  when  with  inex- 
pressible joy  I perceived  through  the  blinding 
snow  a light,  a short  distance  away.  How 
my  heart  leaped  at  the  sight ! Dragging  my 
weary  footsteps  towards  this  Beacon  of  Hope 
I discovered  a small,  desolate  looking  house, 
and  on  venturing  to  knock  at  the  door,  it  was 
immediately  opened  and  a tall,  venerable 
man  with  a sad  countenance  confronted  me. 
He  saw  my  sorry  plight  and  in  courteous  tones 
bade  me  follow  him  into  his  kitchen  where 
I could  dry  my  clothes  and  rest  until  tho 
storm  had  abated.  My  benefactor’s  wife 
was  a lady-like,  dignified  woman,  though  her 


NICE  CHRISTMAS  BOX! 


RIG  EIRE  AT  BL'RSI.EM. 


£25,000  LOSS. 


The  Burslem  Societv  had  a thankless 
Christmas-box.  Fire  broke  out  in  the 
bakery  on  Saturday  night,  December  23rd, 
and  practically  demolished  the  entire  build- 
ing. It  is  estimated  that  the  loss  will 
approach  £25,000. 

A vanman,  entering  the  premises  about 
nine-thirty,  discovered  smoke  on  the 
ground  floor  of  the  three-storey  section. 
He  immediately  went  to  the  telephone,  and 
found  he  could  not  get  through  to  anyone 
owing  to  the  gale  having  dislocated  the 
service.  He  secured  a taxi  and  drove  to 
the  police  station. 

Soon  after  the  Burslem  (ire  brigade' 
turned  out,  and  the  chief,  finding  the  diffi- 
cult job  lie  was  on,  summoned  assistance. 
Altogether  three  brigades  were  in  atten- 
dance, and  late  on  Wednesday  firemen 
were  still  playing  on  the  ruins. 

The  Burslem  Society  does  a big  bread 
trade — the  bakery  gets  through  something 
like  a thousand  sacks  in  a week — and  natur- 
ally was  much  inconvenienced  by  the  fire. 
Delivery  was  resumed  on  Wednesday. 

The  warehouse  and  stables  adjoining  the 
bakery  were  untouched. 


EDWARD  OWEN  GREENING 

FUND. 

Total  amount  received  up  to  Dceembei 
18th,  £431  3s. 


SlIF.mF.Ln  AND  ECY'LESA  LL  CO-OPERATIVE 
SOCIETY  LTD..  Tlio  Arcjiilo,  Etvlo*all-rotul, 
ShpflMil.— 1 Tin*  CVumniltee  ol  Management  beg  to  lliojik 
till  tlio  nppliwinltt  for  tlio  position  ol  DRAPERY  MAN- 
AGER, und  lo  t^y  (but  the  vacancy  lias  now  been  llll«I. 


countenauce,  too,  wore  the  same  look  of  deep, 
abiding  sorrow. 

I wondered  what  strange  chance,  or  mis- 
chance, had  brought  such  gentle  refined  people 
down  to  this  desolate  spot.  When  I apologised 
for  giving  them  so  much  trouble  they  said 
that  they  and  their  son  were  only  too  delighted 
to  see  anyone  in  that  lonely  place,  and  said  it 
would  give  them  great  pleasure  if  I would 
join  them  in  a little  repast  which  they  had 
prepared  in  the  parlour.  They  ftsked  me, 
however,  and  I thought  it  at  the  time  a very 
strange  request,  if  I would  mind  if  no  light 
were  turned  on  as  their  son’s  eyes  were  rather 
weak.  By  their  sad,  mournful  expression 
I saw  that  the  subject  was  a very  painful  one 
to  them,  so  I forbore  to  ask  them  any  more 
questions. 

I accompanied  them  into  the  parlour,  which, 
even  by  the  flickering  light  which  tho  fire 
cast,  was  exquisitely  neat;  but  "what  chiefly 
attracted  my  notice  was  that  in  the  furthest 
corner  of  the  room  I could  dimly  perceive  a 
huddled-up  form,  which  1 surmised  must  be 
that  of  their  son. 

I enjoyed  the  dainty  meal  which  was  served 
up  very  much,  but  all  the  while  I could  not 
keep  my  mind  from  reflecting  if  there  did  not 
lie  behind  that  request  a strange,  hidden 
mystery. 

Then  quite  suddenly  an  incident  occurred, 
which,  although  it  happened  so  many  years 
ago,  has  remained  vividly  impressed  on  my 
memor}'  and  will  do  so  till  my  dying  day.  An 
ember  from  the  glowing  fire  flared  fitfully,  and 
by  its  lurid  light  I beheld  a sight  which  caused 
my  blood  to  ruu  cold,  and  sent  my  heart 
pounding  away  like  something  mad.  A 
terrible,  distorted,  saturnine  face,  like  that  of 
a devil  incarnate,  peered  at  me  through  the 
gloom  through  one  burning,  gleaming  eye. 

1 suppose  my  hosts  perceived  my  terror 
and  distress  and  at  once  divined  the  cause,  for 
they  at  once  rose  and  bade  ihe,  in  a whisper, 
follow  them  into  the  kitchen ; and  I was 
indeed  glad  to  comply  with  their  request. 

There,  with  bitter  tears  raining  down  their 
old,  worn  cheeks  they  told  me  such  a terrible, 
pitiful  tale,  that  caused  my  heart  to  go  out 
in  mute  sjmipathy  to  them. 

About  two  years  ago,  they  said,  they  had 
lived  in  the  suburbs  of  a large  city,  in  com- 
fortable circumstances  with  their  son,  Hugh — 
a clever,  enterprising  engineer,  steadily  winning 
his  way  by  sheer  merit.  Then  one  fateful 
day  an  incident  occurred  which  had  changed 
the  whole  trend  of  their*  lives,  and  had  sent 
them  down  to  this  outlandish  spot,  to  spend 
their  years  in  melancholy. 

Hugh  was  returning  home  late  at  night 
after  a hard  day’s  work  when  all  of  a sudden 
he  noticed  flames  rising  from  a house.  On 
rushing  up,  he  heard  the  wailing  crjr  of  a young 
child  coming  from  one  of  the  bedrooms  up- 
stairs. The  fire  had  already  taken  coasiderable 
hold  on  the  house,  but  the  brave  young  fellow, 
although  he  knew  that  he  would  be  risking 
his  life  in  the  attempt,  did  not  hesitate  one 
moment.  He  fought  his  way  through  tho 
thick,  suffocating  flames  and  managed,  after 
a great  expenditure  of  effort,  to  rush  in  the  room 
and  seize  the  child.  He  quickly  drew  off  his 
coat,  wrapped  it  round  the  baby,  and  made 
a heroic  attempt  to  fight  his  way  back  again 
to  the  open  air  and  safety.  The  roaring 
flames  had,  however,  completely  captured  the 
house,  and  before  Hugh  could  win  out,  he 
fell  at  the  bottom  of  the  stairs  unconscious. 

When,  a moment  later,  the  firemen  entered 
the  house  they  discovered  him,  lying  huddled 
up,  with  his  face  terribly  burned  ; but  tho 
child,  as  if  by  a miracle,  was  only  slightly 
burned,  owing  to  the  coat  with  which  it  was 
enveloped.  "When  Hugh  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  it  was  found  that  the  flame  of  life 
still  burned  fitfully  in  him. 

After  many  weary  months  he  was  permitted 
to  leave  the  hospital,  and  his  heart-broken 
parents  had  retired  to  the  loneliest  spot  they 
could  find. 

The  next  morning  the  storm  had  abated, 
and  after  I had  expressed  my  heartfelt  thanks 
to  inv  poor  hosts  I left  that  House  of  Tragedy, 
never  to  return  again  ; but  every  New  Year’s 
Eve  the  scene  comes  back  to  mo  in  all  its 
vividness,  and  with  a sigh  I wonder  what 
has  happened  to  those  poor  mortals  whom 
Fate  has  used  so  cruelly. 


Mr.  Emil  Davies,  L.O.C.,  our  esteemed 
contributor,  is  to  6peak  in  Belfast,  London- 
derry. and  Dublin,  on  January  2nd,  3rd, 
and  4tli  respectively,  on  “ Why  the  Rail- 
ways must  be  State  Owned.’’ 

From  South  Africa  a Christmas  greeting 
and  New  Year’s  wish  come  from  Frances 
A.  Nichol,  of  Pretoria,  with  a year’s  sub- 
scription tor  the  “ Millgate  Monthly.’’ 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


December  30,  1922. 


FIXED  PRICES. 

HAMPSHIRE  OFFICIALS  IN 

CONFERENCE. 

For  some  time  past  tho  Hampshire  Sec- 
retaries’ Association  has  arranged  quar- 
terly conferences,  which  have  been  held  by 
invitation  of  the  various  societies  in  the 
county  and  the  Isle  of- Wight.  At  these 
conferences  subjects  of  interest  and  import- 
ance to  secretaries  and  officials  generally 
have  been  discussed,  and  much  help  has 
been  derived  by  tho  resultant  exchange  of 
ideas.  * 

A most  interesting  discussion  was  the  out- 
come of  tho  conference  held  at  Eastleigh  on 
December  13th,  when  Mr.  J.  H.  Mihell, 
J.l*.  ^managing  secret. nr y of  Portsea  ism  d 
Society),  read  a paper  on  “ Fixed  Retail 
Prices.”  Secretaries  and  managers  were 
present  from  Andover,  Basingstoke,  East- 
leigh, Portsmouth,  Shnnklin,  Southampton, 
Winchester,  and  Woking.  Mr.  C.  W.  New- 
botu  (Woking),  who  is  president  of  the 
National  Managers’  Association,  was  pre- 
sent, and  took  up  a line  of  argument  in 
opposition  to  Mr.  Mihell,  who  was  against 
the  principle  of  fixed  prices. 

Limitation  of  Choice. 

Mr.  Miliell  foresaw  many  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  idea  of  having  a fixed  price  for 
articles  of  C.W.S.  manufactures.  He  asked 
who  was  going  to  fix  the  prices,  and  con- 
tended that  it  would  tend  too  much  to 
standardisation  of  articles,  bringing  limita- 
tion of  choice.  He  was  anxious  about  the 
results  of  the  fluctuation  of  the  “fixed” 
prices  as  a result  of  market  movements. 
He  also  questioned  whether  the  C.W.S.  or 
any  other  body  had  the  authority  to  deter- 
mine retail  prices. 

Mr.  Newbold,  arguing  in  favour  of  fixed 
prioss  explained  that  a small  com- 
mittee representing  tiie  Managers’ 
Association  had  met  the  C.W.S.  re- 
present.. tives  and  talked  the  matter 
over.  He  then  sketched  out  briefly  the 
ideas  and  arguments  for  the  scheme.  He 
said  it  was  uot  intended  to  apply  the  idea 
except  to  certain  articles  of  C.W.S.  manu- 
facture which  lent  themselves  to  its  appli- 
cation. It  was  thought  that  a standard 
price  for  special  lines  was  a splendid  way 
of  advertising  and  bringing  the  movement 
before  the  people. 

A brisk  discussion  took  place,  and  Mr. 
Mihell  replied  in  a very  ablo  manner. 

It  was  decided  to  accept  the  invitation 
of  the  Southampton  Society  to  hold  the 
next  conference  at  Southampton,  in  March, 
1923,  for  a further  discussion  of  the  same 
subject. 


BUSINESS  MEETING. 


Aldershot. — Mr.  H.  Shaw  (chairman) 
presided  over  the  quarterly  meeting  of 
members,  which  was  held  in  the  Aider- 
shot  Institute,  on  December  18th.  The 
report  showed  that  tlie  cash  sales  during  ilie 
period  amounted  to  £23,717,  and  --hare 
capital  stood  at  £14,134.  The  Chairman 
relciTed  to  the  critical  time  through  wltioh 
the  society  was  passing,  consequent  upon 
the  general  depression  in  tile  district, 
Messrs.  A.  P.  Fullbrook  and  A.  It.  Jones 
were  re-elected,  and  Messrs.  J.  Connor,  H. 
R.  Kipling,  and  H.  A.  Phillips,  were  elected 
to  the  management  committee.  A proposi- 
tion that  divisional  meetings  be  discontinued 
was  lost. 

New  Swindon. — Mr.  G.  H.  Marshman, 
J.P.,  presided  over  the  annual  meeting,  held 
in  the  Mechanics'  Institute,  about  four 
hundred  members  being  present.  Tho  half- 
yearly  report  showed  sales  amounting  to 
£128,699,  a decrease  of  £11,297,  although  a 
larger  bulk  of  commodities  bad  been  sold 
than  during  the  corresponding  period  of 
1921.  The  surplus  for  disposal  amounted  to 
£9,809.  This  allowed  of  a dividend  of  Is. 
4d.  in  tho  pound;  bonus  on  wages,  £390; 
educational  grant,  £242;  Parliamentary 
fund,  £133;  oonvalesoent  fund,  £38;  collec- 
tive assurance,  £520;  and  reserve  fund, 
£94.  The  Chairman  stated  that  a second 
butcher’s  van  had  been  placed  on  the  road, 
and  was  doing  well.  They  had  been  asked 
to  open  out  at  Wantage,  and  a preliminary 
canvass  had  secured  £200  of  share  capital 
ami  161  members.  A notice  of  motion  to 
reduce  the  educational  qruut  by  50  per  cent, 
was  lost,  and  an  amendment  to  increase  the 
latter  by  25  per  cent,  was  withdrawn  at  the 
request  of  the  chairman.  Mrs.  E.  Carter 
w-as  elected  to  tho  management  committee, 
this  making  two  ladies  now  on  this  body. 
Messra.  S.  Llewellyn  and  J.  Williams  tied 
for  the  remaining  vacancy,  and  as  the  chair- 
'man  declined  to  give  the  casting  vote,  they 
decided  to  draw  for  same,  when  Mr.  S. 
Llewellyn  was  successful.  It  was  decided 
to  send  three  delegates  to  the  annual  Con- 
gress at  Edinburgh. 


A happy  co-operative  house  party  epant 
the  Christmas  at  “ Shornells,”  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society’s  educational  centre.  This 
annual  gathering  is  increasing  in  popu- 
larity. Sufficient  applications  were  received 
to  fill  the  house  three  times  over. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Marshman,  who  has  been  re- 
elected president  of  tho  New  Swindon 
SocK'ty,  has  served  on  the  management 
committee  twenty-one  years,  and  for  the  last 
lour  years  lias  boon  president  of  the  society. 


ITEMS  FROM  THE  WEST. 


[From  Con  Own  Correspondents.] 

Three  new  district  offices  of  the  Co-operativo 
Insuranco  Sooiety  will  bo  opened  in  South 
Wales  in  tho  New  Year,  namely,  Bargocd,  for 
tho  Rhymney  valley-;  Rj-idgcnd,  for  the 
Ogmore  and  Lynfi  valleys  ; and  at  Abordaro 
for  tho  Abordaro  and  Merthyr  valleys.  These 
will  make  soven  district  offices  in  tho  Cardiff 
division,  where  tho  increase  of  business  during 
the  past  twelve  months  has  been  phenomenal. 

It  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  a great  deal  of 
interest  has  been  shown  in  shop  window  dis- 
plays by  many  societies  in  South  Wales,  and 
ihcre  is  a growing  tendency  to  attract  all  and 
sundry  by  this  means.  The  shop  window  dis- 
plays in  connection  with  the  Treornhy  Society 
art>  sufficiently  fine  to  justify  tho  feeling  that 
at  long  last,  the  movement  is  likely  to  como 
into  its  own.  It  is  certain  that  the  display  in 
the  outfitting  department  of  tho  society  at  tho 
central  branch  is  second  to  none  in  tho  Prin- 
cipality, notwithstanding  tho  fact  that  the 
window  is  ono  which  was  erected  not  less  than 
forty  years  ago,  and  consequently  possesses 
none  of  the  advantages  of  the  modern  shop 
window.  • ♦ ♦ 

So  efficient  have  been  the  shows  in  the 
windows  of  all  departments  of  the  Ton  Society 
— moro  especially  at  tho  central  promises  in  all 
departments — that  the  management  committee 
have  sent,  to  each  of  tho  managei-s  concerned 
a letter  of  high  appreciation  of  their  efforts. 
Doubtlessly  theso  loiters  will  be  treasured  by 
the  recipients,  and  other  committees  would  do 
well  to  follow  tho  example  set  by  tho  Ton 
Society  in  this  matter. 

There's  a pretty  rod  in  pickle  for  some  socie- 
ties— or  some  employees — if  the  recommenda- 
tion of  tho  Western  Sectional  Wages  Board  of  a 
10  per  cent-  reduction  in  the  present  rate  of 
wages  of  employees  is  put  into  force  on  January 
1st.  Delegate  meetings  of  both  the  Shop 
Assistants’  Union  and  of  the  N.U.D.A.W.  wero 
held  at  Cardiff  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  and 
resolutions  of  protest  were  passed  at  each  meet- 
ing. These  protests  were  against  the  putting 
into  force  of  the  recommendations  before  the 
mat' or  of  the  reduct  ions  -and  the  justice  of 
them — were  discussed  by  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Trade  Unionists  and  Go. operators,  as  set  up 
by  the  Trade  Union-  Congress  and  the  Co- 
operativo  Union,  to  whi.ih  the  recommenda- 
tions have  been  forwarded. 

The  employees  claim  that  the  wages  board 
have  no  righ  to  supersede  the  functions  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  and  ii  i probable  that  tho 
great  majority  of  management  committees  will 
agree  with  this  view.  »>n  the  other  hand,  the 
Shop  Assistants’  Union  passed  a resolution  to 
the  er.  that  if  the  reduction  of  10  per  cent, 
were  enforced  by  any  society  chat  direct  action 
should  be  taken,  and  labour  withdrawn  from 
that  society.  That  is  how  tho  matter  stands 
at  present.  ... 

Tho  Ton  N.U.D.A.W.  football  team,  com- 
posed of  co-opcrati\*  employees,  are  doing 
very  well  this  season,  arid  have  already  won 
nine  games  against  some  formidable  opponents. 
The  Ton  team  has  scored  33  goals  against  16 
by  their  opponents  ap:-.i;  teams  in  the  Thurs- 
day League,  drawn  from  Merthvr,  Abordaro. 
Caerphilly,  Cardiff,  Tiefiarris,  Nantgarw,  <fcc. 
Every  employee  of  the  Toil  Society  contributes 
a small  sum  weekly  towards  Uie  expenses  of 
the  club.  Mr.  R.  J.  Meredith  (a  member  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  tuc  N.U.D.A.W.)  is 
one  of  the  chief  supporters  of  the  club. 

The  first  general  mooting  of  the  newly- 
formed  Llandingat  and  J .1.  .ndovery  Society  was 
held  on  Friday,  Decern  *-r  15th,  when  Mr.  J. 
Fox  presided  over  a representative  gathering 
of  members.  Tho  results  of  the  first  period  of 
trading  showed  total  sales  of  £997,  which,  in 
view  oi  all  the  circumstances,  were  regarded  by 
the  committee  as  excellent.  The  balance  sheet 
showed  that  the  subscribed  capital  was  £69  13s., 
and  loans  £25  5s.,  and  deposits  in  the  penny 
bank  of  £19  9s.  2d.  There  is  still  due  to  tho 
liquidator,  on  purchase  account,  £1,738,  but 
a redemption  fund  will  bo  opened  to  make  this 
good.  . . . 

After  allowing  for  very  liberal  depreciation, 
both  in  value  of  stocks,  buildings,  and  fixtures, 
tho  Afon  Valley  Society  declared  a dividend 
of  Is.  3d.  in  the  pound  on  purchases.  Owing 
to  the  steady  decrease  in  prices,  the  figures  of 
the  balance  sheet  show  Rales  to  ho  lower  than 
in  tho  previous  half-year,  but  in  relation  to 
weight  of  goods  the  society  more  than  main- 
tained its  standard. 

Members’  debts  are  still  what  is  described  a3 
“a  very  unpleasant  item,”  but  even  in  this 
there  has  been  an  improvement,  and  the 
majority  of  members  are  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  wipe  off  their  liabilities.  The  real 
position  is  much  better  than  it  appears  from 
tho  figures  shown,  as  £2,025  of  the  account 
“ goods  issued  ” is  covered  by  share  capital, 
and  only  £2,037  is  owing,  as  against  £2,718  for 
the  previous  period— truly  remarkable  in  face 
of  the  great  difficulties  most,  members  of  the 
society  are  faced  with.  Tho  buildings  and  fix- 
tures account  shows  that,  there  has  been  £1,344 
wiped  off  buildings  and  other  property  of  an 
original  value  of  £2.671.  Tho  management 
committee  and  officers  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  excellent  result  of  their  efforts. 

In  giving  his  report  at  the  half-yearly  moot- 
ing of  tho  Gloucester  Society,  tho  senior 
auditor  (Mr.  William  Gurney,  J.’P.)  stated  that 
ho  had  now  hold  that  position  for  twenty-two 
years,  having  for  some  yearn  previously  boon  a 
member  of  tho  management  committee.  As 
an  indication  of  the  growth  of  thosooiety,  it 

Continued  at  foot  of  next  column. 


PIONEER  WORK  IN 

WOOLWICH. 

ROYAL  ARSENAL  SOCIETY'S 

USEFUL  LEAD. 

Under  the  title  of  11  Fifty  Years  of 
Pioneer  Work  in  Woolwich,”  an  interesting 
booklet  has  been  written  by  Mr.  C.  H. 
Grinling,  who  for  thirty-three  years  has 
generously  given  his  services  in  conducting 
a settlement  in  that  town.  As  explained 
by  Mr.  Grinling,  the  work  means  to  those 
engaged  in  it  “ the  creation  of  a voluntary 
public  service  in  which  all  can  find  n place 
to  give  for  tho  common  good  what  is  in 
them  to  give.”  Tho  various  agencies  at 
Woolwich  which  have  worked  for  social 
bottorment  are  sympathetically  described 
Of  course  prominence  is  given  to  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Society.  It  is  pointed  out  tnat 
Woolwich  has  the  third  or  fourth  greatest 
co-operative  society  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  : it  ranks  amongst  tho  foremost  in 
the  world. 

Outstanding  features  are  mentioned  as 
follows: — “ It  was  the  Woolwich  Congress 
in  1896  that  appointed  a special  committee 
for  the  reorganisation  of  the  educational 
work  of  the  movement.  Characteristic 
Woolwich  contributions  to  the  work  of  the 
special  committee,  both  in  its  report  and 
a specially  prepared  appendix,  have  largely 
influenced  the  educational  activities  of  the 
Union.  Woolwich  was  one  of  the  first 
societies  to  appoint  a whole-time  educa- 
tional secretary.  Woolwich  is  to-day  the 
first  distributive  society  to  elect  a full-time 
management  committee. 

“ Woolwich  is  one  of  the  first  societies 
to  employ  the  singlo  transferable  vote,  and 
to  apply  the  principle  of  Proportional  Re- 
presentation in  all  its  ©lections.  By  its 
co-operative  farming  and  its  Bostall  estate, 
Woolwich  gave  a valuable  initiative  to  co- 
operative agriculture  and  co-operative 
housing  at  critical  moments. 

“By  the  acquisition  of  ‘Shornells’  as 
an  educational  and  inspirational  centre, 
Woolwich  bids  fair  to  breed  a rising 
generation  of  co-operators  who  may  go  far 
in  the  renewal  of  co-operative  ideals  and 
towards  the  new  birth  of  the  movement  as 
an  integral  factor  in  the  larger  unity  of  life 
and  labour. 

“ Such  contributions  by  our  Woolwich 
Society  to  co-operative  association  have 
issued  in  its  growth  and  development  until 
its  practical  activities  reach  from  Erith  to 
I^ambeth,  from  North  Woolwich  to  New 
Malden,  over  the  whole  area  of  South-East 
London.  It  lias  92,000  membert,  51 

brandies,  a guild  council,  and  39  men’s 
and  women’s  co-operative  guilds.” 


SACRIFICES  FOR  PEACE. 


CREATING  A LEAGUE  OF  PEOPLES. 

Miss  Picton  Turbervildb— author, 
traveller,  and  preacher — was  the  lecturer 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Taibach  and  Port 
Talbot  Society’s  educational  committee  on 
Thursday  last  week.  Mr.  Thomas  Griffiths 
(president  of  the  Society)  was  in  tho  chair, 
and  the  speaker  expressed  herself  greatly 
pleased  by  the  rendering  of  tho  Cymric  Glee 
Society,  under  Mr.  J.  Bowen  Davies* 

Speaking  on  the  new  internationalism,  Miss 
Turborville  declared  that  the  only  party  lhat 
was  going  to  bring  about  a right  and  just 
social  order  was  the  Labour  Party,  because 
that,  party  more  than  any  other  emphasised 
the  human  factor.  Ono  of  tho  greatest  needs 
of  the  world  to-day  was  to  secure  peace  and 
understanding  between  nations.  Too  much 
sentiment  had  been  wasted  on  tho  question 
of  peace,  and  too  little  real  work  had  been 
done  towards  it.  Sho  stood  by  tho  League 
of  Nations,  although  it  was  imperfect ; but 
sho  was  not  going  to  pledge  her  faith  in  it 
until  it  was  a league  of  the  peoples.  To  secure 
pcaco  they  must  sacrifice  just  as  in  war. 
They  must  sacrifice  some  of  the  thoughts 
whichjhc  nation  had  cherished.  Among  these 
was  Ino  thought  that  it  was  right  for  one 
nation  to  dominato  another.  Another 
thought  that  must  perish  was  that  the  best 
way  to  secure  peace  was  to  prepare  for  war. 
This  idiotic  saying  had  dominated  the  minds 
of  statesmen  * for  generations.  The  third 
thought  lhat  they  must  sacrifice  was  that  a 
different  standard  of  morality  was  permissible 
in  national  and  personal  life.  There  would  be 
a better  hope  of  securing  those  ideals  when 
they  had  men  and  women  worldpg  togother  in 
public  life. 


[Continued  from  previous  column.] 

was  noted  that  it  took  £697  to  make  a pennv 
dividend. 


Mr.  Thomas  Griffiths  (president  of  the 
Taibach  and  Port  Talbot  Co-operative  Sooiety), 
presiding  at  a public  lecture  on  Thursday  of 
last  week,  urged  all  present  to  join  the*  co- 
operativo  movement,  and  in  support  of  his 
appeal  said  that  tho  audit  of  the  local  society 
was  proceeding,  and  the  auditor  bore  testimony 
that  t hero  was  no  society  in  South  Wales  on  a 
more  satisfactory  basis.  The  society  had  a 
credit  balance  in  the  bank  of  £30,000. 

Plenty  of  seasonable  food  for  tho  mind 
is  provided  in  tho  December  number  of 
tlie  “ Stroud  Co-operativo  Gazette.”  Its 
editor  (Mr.  W.  G.  Browne)  deserves  much 
credit  for  tho  matter  given  in  its  pages 
and  tho  manner  it  is  presented.  Christmas 
verses,  jokes,  and  riddles,  as  well  ns 
reports  and  interesting  sketches,  make  up 
a very  readable  publication. 


A MODEL  EMPLOYEE. 

PRESENTATIONS  AT  BRISTOL  DEPOT. 

After  the  employees’  Christmas  dinner  • 
in  tho  dining-room  at  Broad  Quay,  Bristol 
on  December  21st,  Mr.  Charles  Barrett  (general 
office)  was  presented  with  a handsome  suite 
of  furniture  on  his  having  attained  twenty- 
one  years’  service  with  tho  Wholesale  Society. 

Mr.  J.  Whit©  (chief  clerk)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  in  tho  course  of  his  remarks  stated  that 
Mr.  Barrett  was  the  fifty-first  individual  in 
the  Bristol  district  who  had  completed  twenty- 
one  years’  service  with  the  society,  and  ho 
thought  that  spoke  well  for  the  firm  for  which 
they  wero  working.  He  mentioned  that  tho 
subscribers  to  the  gift  comprised  all  tho 
Bristol  centres.  They  had  met  together  to 
present  to  Mr.  Barrett  a token  of  their  respect 
for  him.  He  was  one  of  the  best  men  he  had 
ever  had  under  him,  and  was  pleased  to  say 
they  could  find  nothing  whatever  against  him. 
He  was  a model  employee,  and  he  wished  him 
the  best  of  everything  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Matthews  (Brislington  butter  factory), 
Mr.  Buckland  (Bristol  cabinet  works),  and  Mr. 
Chapman  (engineers’  department)  also  paid 
tribute  to  the  sterling  qualities  of  Mr.  Barrett, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  he  would  prosper 
in  the  future. 

A Director’s  Tribute. 

Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Wilkins  (director)  made  the 
presentation.  He  said  he  frequently  caaio 
into  contact  with  Mr.  Barrett  and  was  pleased 
to  say  that  in  all  his  dealings  with  him  he  had 
always  found  him  extremely  careful  and 
thorough  in  everything  lie  did.  He  was 
always  absolutely  reliable,  and  he  (the  speaker) 
admired  tho  quiet  way  he  went  about  his 
work.  It  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  present 
tho  gift  to  Mr.  Barrett  on  behalf  of  his  col- 
leagues as  a token  of  their  respect,  and  hoped 
ho  and  his  wife  would  be  spared  for  many  years 
to  come. 

Mr.  Barrett  sincerely  thanked  all  those 
who  had  subscribed  towards  the  beautiful 
present,  and  for  tho  kind  remarks  made  in 
respect  to  his  wife  and  family,  and  said  he 
need  hardly  say  they  were  greatly  appreciated. 

A Wedding  Gift. 

Another  interesting  event  took  place  at 
the  depot  on  Friday,  December  22nd,  when  a 
presentation  was  made  to  Miss  A.  Harding, 
who,  after  several  years  of  service,  is  leaving 
the  society’s  employ  to  be  married.  Mr. 
White  made  the  presentation,  and  in  a few 
appropriate  remarks,  wished  her  and  her 
future  husband  every  possible  success.  Miss 
Harding  suitably  responded. 


BUILTH  SOCIETY. 

ACTION  AGAINST  MEMBERS. 

At  Builth  Wells  County  Court  on  December 
5th,  Judge  Ivor  Bowen  concluded  the  hearing 
of  a number  of  actions  brought  by  Mr.  H.  L. 
Warren,  as  liquidator  of  tlie  Builth  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  against  members  of  the  society. 

At  the  previous  hearing,  defendants  pleaded 
they  were  shareholders  in  the  society  and  had  a 
right  to  have  goods  to  tho  amount  of  their 
shares.  Tho  hearing  was  accordingly  ad- 
journed in  order  to  give  defendants  the  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  legal  advice.  Major  A.  L. 
Careless  (Llandrindod  Wells)  and  Captain 
R.  J.  Owen  (Builth  Wells)  now  represented 
soveral  of  the  defendants  ; and  Mr.  Richardson 
(of  tho  C.W.S.  legal  department,  Manchester) 
appeared  for  Mr.  Warren. 

Replying  to  the  Judge,  Mr.  Warren  said  tho 
reason  for  the  failure  of  tho  society  was  the 
drop  in  prices. 

In  giving  judgment.  His  Honour  said  ho 
had  gone  thoroughly  into  tho  rules  of  tho 
society  and  could  not  help  the  defendants, 
because  they  had  broken  the  rules  of  the 
society.  However,  he  could  not  blamo  the 
members  of  the  committee  in  any  way.  They 
had  done  their  best  but  apparently  had  failed 
to  compete  with  private  traders,  and  a resolu- 
tion had  been  passed  preventing  tho  paying 
out  of  the  shares.  Defendants  had  lost  their 
shares,  and  his  sympathy  was  with  them,  but 
ho  could  not  give  judgment  according  to  his 
sympathy.  The  liquidator  (Mi-.  Warren)  had 
doalt  with  the  matter  in  a business-like 
manner  and  had  paid  11s.  in  the  pound.  He 
would  give  judgment  in  favour  of  tho  liqui- 
dator and  make  orders  for  tho  payment  of 
4s.  per  month  and  costs  on  scale  B. 


The  efforts  to  form  n branch  of  the  Men’s 
Guild  in  Gloucester  have  been  so  far  successful 
that  it  has  boon  arranged  to  call  a meeting  of 
there  interested,  and  to  got  a speaker  from  the 
National  Men’s  Guild  to  give  an  address  on 
tho  subject  early  in  the  New  Year. 


THE  CO  OPERATIVE  NEWS. 


9 


December  30,  1922. 


OUR  WOMEN’S  PAGES. 

OUR  FAREWELL  TO  1922, 

LOOKING  BACK  AND  LOOKING  FORWARD. 

HOPES  FOR  A HAPPIER  ERA. 


To-day  we  say  a formal  farewell  to  the 
year  1922.  What  can*  we  say  in  part- 
ing ? O11  the  whole,  it  has  been  a 
memorable,  and  possibly  a momentous, 
year  in  the  annals  of  co-operation  ; and 
vet  in  a general  sense  none  who  have  been 
in  the  centre  of  the  movement,  and  have 
taken  an  active  personal  part  in  the  con- 
duct of  its  affairs,  will  regret  that  1922 
has  come  to  an  end.  They  will  rather, 
on  the  contrary,  rejoice  that  a New  Year, 
with  its  hopes  and  possibilities,  is  so  near 
at  hand. 

Taking  every  thing  " by  and  long,”  as 
the  saying  goes,  1922  will  be  remembered 
as  the  year  of  considerable  changes,  many 
gallant  struggles,  and  many  anxious  fore- 
bodings. Happily,  also,  ” by  and  large  ” 
the  changes  would  seem  to  have  opened 
out  new  paths — as,  for  instance,  the 
greater  power  of  amalgamated  societies 
in  mastering  the  difficulties  of  reaching 
large  masses  of  people  in  our  big  towns. 

Co-operators  seem  to  have  awakened 
to  the  fact  that  their  organisation  must 
mean  something  to  the  people  besides  a 
convenient  and  up-to-date  shopping 
place.  Hence  we  have  seen  a great 
rerival  of  the  “ conference  habit.”  Not 
only  have  we  had  many  important  con- 
ferences during  the  year  on  the  usual 
sectional  and  district  lines,  but  officials 
and  managers  have  held  frequent  con- 
ferences with  each  other  in  order  to  dis- 
cover ways  and  means  of  co-ordinating 
methods  and  advancing  knowledge  of 
conditions  which  can  improve  the  busi- 
ness of  co-operation.  In  spite  of  finan- 
cial difficulties,  too,  the  assemblies  of  the 
Women’s  Guild,  whether  in  district  or 
sectional  conferences,  have  been  increas- 
ingly good. 

These  things  indicate  that  no  section 
of  the  movement  has  settled  down  to 
accept  the  depression  of  the  moment 
without  a struggle.  Even  if  we  have 
talked  a good  deal  about  the  shortcom- 
ings of  this  or  that  section  of  our  mem- 
bership, the  underlying  trend  of  the  year 
has  been  a pressure  upward  and  outward 
from  the  slough  of  despond  towards  the 
firmer  ground  on  which  hope  and  faith 
may  prosper. 

hooking  back  over  the  special  activi- 
ties of  the  women’s  movement  in  co- 
operation, the  changes  wrought  in  1922 
were  indeed  memorable.  The  resigna- 
tion of  Miss  Llewelyn  Davies  and  of  Miss 
Lilian  Harris  was  not  merely  an  event 
of  the  year,  but  marked  the  end  of  an 
epoch  in  the  Guild  organisation.  Every 
guildswoman  who  attended  the  Congress 
at  Portsmouth  and  took  part  in  the 
ceremony  which  conferred  the  Freedom 
of  the  Guild  upon  these  two  splendid 
workers  will  record  the  event  in  her 
memory  as- one  of  the  great  days  of  her 
co-operative  life,  never  to  be  forgotten. 

Then  the  successful  election  of  Mrs. 
Cottrell  to  the  directorate  of  the  Co- 


A few  weeks  ago  we  referred  to  the 
progress  of  the  Yorkshire  Section,  and  in 
a grutcful  little  note  Mrs.  Butler  tells  us 
that  the  whole  of  the  section  has  been 
covered  with  district  schools  and  officials’ 
classy.  This  says  muph  for  the  splendid 
organising  ability  of  the  secretary  (Mrs. 
Butler),'  for  hers  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  straggling  section*  in  the  country. 


operative  Wholesale  Society,  and  the 
gratifying — although  unsuccessful— re- 
sult of  Mrs.  Barton’s  candidature  for 
Parliamentary  honours,  are  also  note- 
worthy events  of  the  year. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  record  of  the 
year  is  saddened  by  the  loss  of  tried  and 
good  Guild  workers  in  England  and 
Scotland.  Mrs.  Booth  (Derby)  and  Mrs. 
Green  (Southsea)  passed  away  in  harness, 
and  have  left  gaps  in  the  ranks  of 
pioneer  Guild  leaders.  New  generations 
of  workers  arise  to  replace  the  old,  just 
as  the  New  Year  comes  to  supersede  the 
one  that  is  passing  to-day,  and  to  these 
new  workers  we  must  look  to  enlarge  our 
faith  and  strengthen  our  hope  in  the 
future  of  the  Guild  movement. 

Just  as  we  write  the  news  come  of  the 
passing  of  another  pioneer  worker  in  the 
cause  of  women.  The  death  of  Miss 
Clementina  Black  on  December  19th 
closes  a record  of  nearly  forty  years’ 
active  work  on  behalf  of  ill-paid  women’s 
labour.  Miss  Black’s  name  will  always 
be  associated  with  the  exposure  of  sweat- 
ing conditions  of  labour,  and  with  efforts 
to  provide  through  public  opinion  and 
legislation  remedies  and  safeguards 
under  which  women  and  girls  are  pro- 
tected against  such  conditions. 

The  war  completely  upset,  for  the  time 
being,  the  relative  values  of  work  and 
wages,  but  the  world  has  accepted,  and 
cannot  ever  go  back  upon,  the  dictum 
laid  down  by  Clementina  Black  in  regard 
to  sweated  workers.*  She  wrote  : ‘‘It 
is  the  State  alone  which  can  take  care 
of  them,  and  in  protecting  them  protect 
itself  also.  For  this  is  primarily  not  a 
problem  of  pit}*,  but  a duty  to  the  com- 
monwealth. No  society  can  be  sound  in 
health  which  has  at  its  base  this  tin- 
drained  morass  of  wretchedness — a 
morass  which  charity  and  the  cold  mercy 
of  the  Poor-Law  only  develop,  and  which 
social  justice  can  alone  drain  dry.” 

While  the  close  of  the  year  is  saddened 
for  many  by  the  passing  of  this  large- 
hearted,  wise  friend,  we  know  she  herself 
would  bid  us  not  complain,  but  look  for- 
ward to  a time  when  problems  such  as 
she  had  to  face  shall  no  longer  be 
insoluble. 

The  great  and  growing  interest  in 
Adult  Education  which  has  been  a 
marked  feature  of  the  past  year  is  a 
matter  over  winch  we  may  rejoice,  and 
perhaps  is  the  note  upon  which  we  must 
fittingly  close  this  brief  review. 

It  is  our  part  in  these  pages  and  in  our 
various  publications  to  encourage  and 
foster  this  growing  desire  for  knowledge, 
especially  the  knowledge  which  can  make 
for  social  and  economic  freedom  and 
mutual  goodwill,  leading  ultimately  to 
a happier  era  on  the  threshold  of  which 
we  hope  the  world  stands  to-day. 


At  a social  and  dance  recently  held  at 
the  new  Budleigh  Guild,  in  the  North-East 
Devon  district,  Mrs.  Madge  (Paignton) 
gave  an  address  on  “ Guild  Objects,” 
The  Pur  ton  Guild  held  ita  first  tea  and 
social  last  week,  when  Mrs.  Prosser 
(national  president)  gave  an  address,  show- 
ing how,  women  are  tepipted  away  from 
shopping ’at  their  own  stores. 


ELECTED  TO  BEDLINGTON 

EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEE. 


Mas.  Peei,.  _ Mas.  Mart.ey. 


THERE  MUST  BE  MORE 
HOUSES. 

The  annual  South-Western  Sectional 
conference  was  held  at  Plymouth,  on  the 
13tli  inst..  about  100  delegates  being  pre- 
sent. The  vice-president  of  the  Central 
Committee  (Mrs.  Millman)  presided,  Mrs. 
Lapthorn  (Plymouth  president)  welcoming 
the  delegates. 

The  annual  report  and  balance  sheet, 
adopted,  showed  twenty-eight  branches  with 
a membership  of  927,  and  three  new 
branches.  Ten  South-Western  guilders  now 
serve  on  management  committees,  fourteen 
being  on  educational  committees. 

Miss  Mabel  TothilL  (Bristol)  was  the 
speaker.  It  was  more  essential  to  have 
more  houses  than  to  discuss  whether  the 
rooms  should  be  exactly  a certain  height. 

Mrs.  Burt  (Ford,  Plymouth)  said  where 
they  failed  was  in  putting  people  on  local 
councils  who  were  self-interested. 

Mrs.  Foxwortliy  (Plymouth)  said  the  cost 
of  material  was  high  because  the  Government 
had  allowed  rings  in  building  materials. 

Mrs.  Bray  (Plymouth)  suggested  that 
owners  of  empty  houses  should  be  made  to 
pay  rates  for  same. 

Mrs.  Stoneman  (Torquay)  wanted  an  ex- 
planation of-  the  assessment  of  old  and  new 
houses. 

Mrs.  Cliiim  (Newton  Abbot)  spoke  of  the 
necessity  of  education,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Drake 
(management  committee,  Plymouth)  said 
housing  was  a national  question;  morals 
rested  on  the  problem. 

Among  those  present  were'  Mr.  J.  T. 
Davis,  representing  the  sectional  board,  Mrs. 
Fox  (South  Devon  district  secretary),  and 
•Mrs.  Mudge  (North-East  Devon  district 
secretary). 

Mrs.  Foxwortliy  moved  a vote  of  thanks 
to  the  speaker,  which  was  seconded  by 
Mrs.  Buckingham. 


MARRIED  WOMEN. 


PROTEST  AGAINST  ANY  DISMISSALS. 


At  the  two-days’  school,  held  recently 
in  the  Manchester  district  Mrs.  Proudfoot 
(Sectional  Council  member)  spoke  on 
“ Married  Women  in  Paid  Positions.” 

Mrs.  Horsfall  (Stretford)  asked  why  are 
not  attacks  made  upon  those  better-class 
women  who  have  opened  shops  in  London  not 
from  necessity. 

Mrs.  Matthews  (C.C.)  contended  that  the 
vote  was  given  so  that  women  could  get 
equality  for  the  sexes.  More  women  doctors 
and  lawyers  were  needed.  Women  must  be 
more  loyal  to  women. 

Mrs.  Gibson  (Manchester  and  Salford) 
said  midwives  would  be  affected,  and  tliey 
were  a necessity  to  working  women. 

Mrs.  Reynolds  (Prestwich)  pleaded  with 
the  women  to  watch  their  ^votes.  More 
female  magistrates  were  required. 

Mrs.  Battershy  (Swinton)  spoke  of  ex- 
pectant mothers  going  to  male  medical 
practitioners. 

After  Miss  Hardy  (Denton)  had  spoken, 
Mrs.  Hope  (Longsight)  asked  why  men  were 
allowed  to  take  more  than  op©  position. 
That  did  not  help  to  solve  the  question  of 
unemployment. 

Mrs.  Whitelegg  (Longsight)  thought  that 
a great  deal  of  the  opposition  to  married 
women  tnking  paid  positions  was  due  to 
jealousy. 

The  resolution  carried  read: — “That 
this  meeting  of  women,  representing  tho 
Women's  Co-operative  Guild.  protests 
against  the  dismissal  of  married  women 
from  paid  positions,  of  whatever  grade  or 
profession.” 


WHY  NOT  A HOSPITAL  FUND? 


Deau  Madam, — May  I suggest  to  our  fellow 
Guildswonien  through  the  columns  of  our 
“Pages  ” that  we  consider  the  advisability 
of  starting  a hospital  fund  on  the  same 
principle  as  the  trad©  unions  are  doing? 

This  would,  I consider,  be  a means  of  in- 
creasing our  membership,  and  at  the  same 
time  be  a great  boon  if  by  so  doing  wo  could 
establish  women’s  and  children’s  wards  in 
our  only  Labour  Hospital,  viz..  Manor 
House  Hospital,  Hampstead,  which  is  at  tho 
preseut  time  only  supported  and  available 
for  men. 

Further  particulars  will  be  supplied  on 
application  to  the  General  Soe.retary,  Mr.  J. 
Murray  Bruce,  J.P.,  34,  Garden-square, 
W.O.  1. — Yours, 

(Mrs.)  E.  Ceoss, 

Hon.  soc.,  Hampstead  Garden  Suburb 
Guild  Branch, 


* “ Sweated  Industries,"  Clementina  Black. 


AN 

INTERNATIONAL 

TABLEAU. 

The  Newport  (Isle  of 
Wight)  Guild  was 
awarded  a special  prize 
for  this  striking  tableau 
in  a “ N o-More-Wn  r ’ ’ 
Demonstration. 
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FOR  INCREASED  TRADE. 

Undeniably  the  “ Woman  with  the 
Basket  ” is  the  greatest  trade  factor  in 
the  co-operativo  movement  to-day,  and 
Guild  members  a 10  taking  :i  great  part  in 
tlio  Trade  Campaigns.  Recently,  Mrs. 
Hood  (Enfield),  a Guild  ex-president,  gave  _ 
an  encouraging  address  at  Worcester, 
suggesting  house-to-house  canvassing  and 
window  displays  of  C.W.S.  goods.  But 
perhaps  the  most  effective  way  was  ton 
Guild  branches  to  set  apart  one  night  for 
advertising  particular  C.W.S.  products 
already  found  satisfactory.  For  instance, 
a woman  who  uses  “ Pulvo  ” could  bring 
a tub  to  the  guild,  pointing  out  that  it  has 
exactly  the  same  effect  as  “ Vim.”  Mrs. 
Hood  urged  that  employees  should  be  made 
more  enthusiastic,  and  that  existing 
branches  should  press  for  increased  trade 
j-ather  than  the  opening  up  of  new  branches. 

The  ninth  birthday  party-  of  the  Balsalf 
Heath  Guild  was  held  recently  at  Birming- 
ham, at  which  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  members  were  present  and  welcomed 
by  the  president  (Mrs.  Ford).  The  chair 
was  afterwards  taken  by  Mrs.  Rawes 
(management  committee),  who  presented  a 
testimonial  on  behalf  of  the  Guild  mem- 
bers to  the  secretary  (Mrs.  A.  A.  Cheetham, 
thanking  her  for  her  services.  She  was 
also  presented  with  a writing-case  by  Mrs. 
Berwick  and  Mrs.  Sheridan,  two  oldest* 
members. 

The  Southern  Section  of  the  English 
Women's  Co-operative  Guild  has  now  155 
branches  and  7,602  members.  It  boasts  39 
members  on  management  committees,  130 
on  education  committees,  and  fire  J.P.^, 
besutys  several  members  on  municipal 
e^mcils. 

There  is  a bond  of  fellowship  between  all 
guildswomen,  whether  at  home  or  abroad. 
It  is  a long  way  to  Sydney  (Australia),  yet 
we  regularly  get  reports  of  the  doings  of 
Marriekville  Guild,  the  members  of  which 
are  keen  supporters  of  “ Woman’s  Out- 
look.” 

The  sketch  party  of  the  Hollinwood  Guild 
recently  gave  a repeat  performance  of  “ The 
Silver  Wedding.”  The  proceeds,  amounting 
to  over  £12,  were  for  the  benefit  cf  a bed- 
ridden young  man. 

The  Worksop  Guild  recently  held  a liar* 
vest  festival,  when  over  £2  was  raised  fop 
the  guild  funds.  Two  members  of  the  man- 
agement committee  a few  weeks  ago  gave 
addresses  on  the  working  of  the  society. 

The  Fawcett-street  Guild  (Sheffield)  held 
its  twenty-first  birthday  party  recently. 
The  welcome  was  given  by  the  president' 
(Mrs.  Wilkinson),  who  had  been  connected 
with  the  guild  from  its  commencement. 
Miss  Enfield  (the  general  secretary  of  the 
Guild)  was  present,  and  gave  an  inspiring 
address. 

The  new  secretary  of  the  Huddersfield 
Guild  is  Mrs.  Schofield,  School  House,  Rook- 
street,  Huddersfield.  The  late  secretary 
(Mrs.  Armitage)  is  retiring  through  ill- 
health,  having  occupied  the  position  six 
years.  The  Huddersfield  Guild  has  started 
an  Esperanto  class. 

A rally  was  recently  held  for  tho  various 
Women’s  Guilds  affiliated  to  the  Trowbridge 
Society  at  Dilton  Marsh.  Mrs.  Francis 
(Westbury)  presided,  and  addresses  were  de- 
livered by  Mr.  F.  J.  Bishop  (Westbury)  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Tanner  (Trowbridge). 

Members  of  the  Ringwood  Guild 
tleliebratedi  their  twelfth  anniversary 
recently.  The  room  was  decorated  with 
C.W.S.  placards,  evergreens,  and  bunting. 
Two-hundred-and-sevcnty-five  childien  But} 
down  to  tea  provided  by  the  educational  com- 
mittee. 


LIVERPOOL S ANNIVERSARY. 

Liverpool  now  boasts  of  thirteen  Women’s 
Guild  branches,  and  Walton  branch  cele- 
brated its  21st  birthday,  on  Friday,  last 
week,  when  over  300  members  and  friends 
attended.  Mrs.  Williams  (branch  presi- 
dent) was  in  the  chair,  supported  by  the 
secretary  (Mrs.  Menarry). 

Introduced  as  a member  of  the  first  com- 
mittee, Mrs.  Blair  referred  to  “ early 
days,”  when  stout  hearts  _ were  needed. 
Mre.  Dawson,  tho  first  Liverpool  Guild 
member  to  be  elected  to  the  management 
committee  nearly  twenty-one  years  ago, 
was  also  proud  of  their  success;  and  Mr. 
Blair  (C.W.S.  director) — “ a good  friend  ” 
— told  of  his  visit  to  the  Near  Fast  and 
seeing  the  burning  of  Smyrna. 

Bouquets  were  presented  to  Mrs.  Blair 
and  Mrs.  Dawson,  and  in  conclusion  Mrs. 
Williams  reminded  the  gathering  that 
“ Walton  Read  ” was  a grandmother,  and 
very  proud  of  her  family  of  seven  guild 
brandies.  The  “Walton”  banner  was  ou 
view,  and  a birthday  cake,  specially  made 
in  the  society's  bakery,  was  presented  by 
the  management  committee. 


MRS.  PROSSER  HONOURED. 


Members  of  the  Gloucester  Guild  held 
their  annual  tea  and  entertainment  on  the 
22nd  ult.,  when  over  500  were  present. 

The  president  of  the  society  (Mi-.  A.  J. 
Burlton)  occupied  the  chair,  supported  by 
the  guild  president  (Mrs.  Jarvis)  and  the 
National  Guild  president  (Mrs.  Prosser). 
On  behalf  of  the  society’s  management  com- 
mittee and  the  guilds  in  the  Gloueaster  area, 
the  chairman  presented  Mrs.  Prosser  with 
a gold  wristlet  watch,  a bangle,  and  a rose 
bowl  suitably  inscribed,  - 

Mrs.  Jarvis,  on  behalf  of  the  guild,  pre- 
sented Mrs.  Prosser  with  a silver-4 ramed 
photograph  of  herself  in  her  chain  of  ofnes, 
and  spoke  of  her  work  on  behalf  o|  the 
guild  movement. 
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THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEWS, 


Decesibek  30,  192b, 


MEDICAL  ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


rcoaRKSPONTKNts  are  requested  to  write  In  Ink,  on 
cos  fIJo  of  the  paper,  distinctly  and  briefly,  elating 
ago,  nri,  occupation,  raid  symptoms,  using  distinctive 
••  nomede-phuno " or  Initials,  but  also  giving  reel 
dunes  ami  addresses  as  proof  of  good  faith.  No  acuta 
condition 3 or  casca  requiring  to  De  scon  cau  bo  con- 
•Ulcrcd.  Address,  11  Tho  Doctor,”  “ Cooperative  News," 
Long  liilignte,  Mancheetar.L 

“ De  Em.” — Repent  you.r  treatment — oil 
of  sassafras — and  if  not  effective  try 
white  precipitate  ointment,  applied  very 
freely. 

*l  Fhoid  ” (.second  reply). — Good  food,  hot 
liquids,  warm  air,  external  heat.,  and 
muscular  exercise  ore  the  only  things  .which 
can  “ import  warm  blood  into  your  system.” 

“ Uxitas.” — A man  with  organic  valvular 
disease  of  tho  heart — such  as  your  doctor 
says  you  have — ought  not  to  get  married. 
This  is  the  ‘‘candid  opinion  " you  ask  me 

for, 

“ Ht.ack-Hkad.” — The  ‘‘comedone  ex- 
tractor ” should  be  obtainable  at  or  through 
any  good  chemist  or  instrument  maker. 
Your  doctor  should  be  able  to  extract  the  lip 
black-head.  Thanks  for  your  good  wishes. 

“Sunbeam.” — -Wo  cannot  guarantee  a 
reply  to  any  query  in  the  issue  immediately 
after  its  receipt.  You  are  not  “ the  only 
pebble  on  tho  beach.”  Try  the  application 
of  Belladonna  Plaster  to  the  toe,  and  rest 
it  as  much  as  possible. 

“Nino.” — Take  a course  of  Blnud’s  Pills; 
get  as  much  fresh  air  as  possible  ; and  for 
the  worms — seat  worms,  I presume — take  in- 
jections of  salt  and  water.  Many  thanks 
for  your  commendation  of  our  Medical 
Replies  as  “direct  and  very  plain.” 

“A.  W.  H.” — Please  read  my  reply  to 
“Bristol”  regarding  the  expecting  of  “a 
bottle”  being  prescribed  to  “cure”  you. 
Blood  in  the  urine  at  fifty-eight  years  of  age 
is  apt  to  bo  indicative  of  some  serious 
trouble,  for  wliieh  the  advice  of  a good  sur- 
geon should  be  sought. 

“ Picki.es.” — Try  a course  of  baths  con- 
taining Condy’s  Fluid,  one  ounce  to  a small 
bath,  and  take  this  mixture:  Compound 
tincture  of  cinchona,  3 drachms ; tincture  of 
hyoaoyamus.  2 drachms ; compound  tincture 
of  rhubarb,  2 drachms  ; peppermint  water  to 
8 ounces.  One  tablespconful  three  times  a 
day.  Change,  and  boil  the  underlinen 
frequently. 

“ Cerebral.” — Your  symptoms  are  more 
indicative  of  paralysis  than  amentia,  and 
their  special  significance  is  that  they  indi- 
cate a tendency  to  apoplexy,  the  preven- 
tion of  which  must  be  by  continuing  your 
habits  as  abstainer  and  non-smoker,  adopt- 
ing a diet  with  very  little  meat  or  highly 
stimulating  foods,  talcing  a good  deal  of 
out-of-doors  exercise  and  avoiding  excite- 
ment. 

H.EMOPniLLA  (“  Rowan  ”). — This  is  a con- 
stitution blood  condition,  in  which  the 
patient  suffers  from  lack  of  coagulability  of 
tlie  blood — that  wounds  bleed'  very  fro.  ly 
and  tho  bleeding  in  difficult  to  step. 
The  best  treatment  is  the  injection  into  the 
blood  such  as  yon  refer  to  - ami  your  doctor 
should  net  take  it  amiss  that  this  might  lie 
proposed  to  him.  Tlie  pills  are  of  no  value 
in  this  complaint.  Many  thanks  for  your 
good  opinion  of  our  Medical  Column. 

Hair  Troubles  (“  Trixie  ”).— Here  are 
some  hints  for  j-ou  ro  your  hair: — (1) 
Don’t  wash  the  head  frequently  with  cold 
water.  (2)  If  the  hair  is  brittle  and  inclined 
to  split  at  the  ends  use  a little  olive  oil 
rubbed  on  to  the  scalp.  (3)  Here  is  a good 
lotion  for  thin  and  scanty  hair : Sulphate 


of  quinine,  1 drachm;  dilute  sulphuric  acid, 
20  minims;  rectified  spirit,  2 ounces;  rose 
water,  8 ounces,  mix  and  add  glycerine,  2 
dracluns;  mix  and  shake  well;  to  bo 
rubbed  into  scalp  twice  daily.  (4)  Cutting 
uud  singeing  twice  a fortnight  will  help. 

Arterio  Sclerosis  (“  Pnrbor  ”)• — -This 
is  one  of  tho  physical  results  cif  “ Anno 
Domini  ” and  like  so  many  others  it  is 
incurable,  with  the  probability  of  the  con- 
dition and  its  symptoms  either  continuing 
as  they  now  are,  or  slowly  getting  worse. 
1 am  sorry  to  have  to  tell  you  this,  but 
after  all  a bit  of  truth  is  better  than 
flattery  or  equivocation  from  a doctor  who 
knows  from  experience.  You  are  not  fit 
for  much  work  and  must  be  content  to 
“ ca’  canny  ” during  the  winter,  to  avoid 
the  possibilities  of  bad  weather  effects  and 
over-tiredness,  though  you  might  be  able 
to  do  a little  during  the  warm,  more  con- 
genial, spring,  and  summer  weather  of 
your  locality.  Regarding  the  “ cough  and 
phlegm  mixture  ” I prescribed  for  your 
wife,  you  might  ask  the  druggist  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  by 
one-half. 

Pneumonia  (“  Reader  ”). — Pneumonia  is 
not  an  ordinary  complaint — like  bronchitis, 
for  instance — but  is  an  infectious  fever,  due 
to  tho  invasion  of  a specific  _ microbe  : and 
when  once  that  occurs  there  is  no  “ throw- 
ing it  off,”  no  more  than  there  is  in  case 
of,  snv,  scarlet  fever.  It  is  therefore  absurd 
to  say  that  so-and-oo  was  “going  to  liavo 
pueumonia,”  but  the  doctor  threw  it  'off. 
The  onset  of  pneumonia  is  usually  that  of  a 
sudden  and  acute  illness,  not  of  a slow  oiv 
coining,  such  as  implied  in  your  question 
as  to  “ what  are  its  first  signs  and  what 
should  l>e  its  first  treatment?”  Its  first 
symptoms  are  those  of  a “severe  cold,” 
with  shivering,  irise  of  temperature,  and 
cough.  Bed  is  the  best  treatment;  but  the 
soraier  a doctor  is  called  in  the  hotter. 

“Bristol.” — Like  a good  many  other 
people,  you  seem  to  think  that  a person  suf- 
fering from  some  particular  complaint  has 
only  got  to  detail  the  symptoms  for  a doctor 
to  prescribe  the  remedy.  “Something  to 
take" — in  the  shape  of  some  drug,  or  com- 
bination of  drugs,  generally  in  a ” bottle  of 
medicine  ” — that  every  complaint  has  got  its 
‘ euro,”  and  all  tlie  doctor  has  to  do  is 
prescribo  that  particular  thing,  the  common 
impression  being  that  disoaso  is  a “ tiling” 
which  enters  the  body  from  without  and  has 
to  be  expelled  by  some  drug.  Such  an  idea 
is  founded  on  ignorance,  the  truth  being 
tiiat  disease  in  not  a “ tiling,”  but  a “ con- 
dition,” a derangement  of  some  part  of  tho 
body,  or  some  function,  which  (an  only  he 
remedied  by  some  change  in  the  mode  of 
living — such  as  change  of  diet,  some  habit, 
which  will  assist  nature’  to  restore  tho  de- 
rangement of  function  which  has  brought 
about  the  symptoms.  Your  complaint  is 
indigestion — dorangement  of  the  function  of 
the  stomach  which  can  only  be  restored,  not 
by  taking  a special  drug  but  by  alteriug 
your  diet,  so  ns  to  ease  tho  work  cif  tho 
stomach,  and  enable  it  to  recover  its  natural 
power  of  digestion.  Your  occupation,  ns  a 
cook,  is  a temptation  for  you  to  indulge  in 
things  which  are  indigestible,  all  of  which 
should  ho  given  up.  and  a diet  composed 
largely  of  milk  substituted.  Another  re- 
commendation is  for  you  to  abstain  from 
liquids  of  all  kinds — including  tea  and  ( effoo 
at  meals,  and  to  drink  only  about  throe 
hours  after  a meal;  another  is  for  to  take 
more  out-of-doors  exercise  and  to  avoid  con- 
stipation, in  the  way  so  often  advised  in  this 
column. 


“ I enjoy  your  monthly  very  much,  and 
always  find  something  of  interest.” — A 
Montreal  reader  of  the  “ Millgate.” 


OLDROYD.  Our  Serial  Story. 


CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  FIVE. 


Rcuoll  and  earn  my  living  as  a teacher  until 
Jack  is  ready.” 

“It  sounds  heroic,”  Sir  William 
remarked.  “ But  what  would  happon  when 
Jack  »s  reedy. if -lie  learned  that  you  are  my 
daughter?” 

They  looked  at  him,  startled  and  puzzled. 
“ I-don’t  understand  you,”  said  John. 

“ It  is  not  difficult,”  Sir  William  declared. 
*'  Mary  is  my  daughter.  Iler  mother  was  a 
mill  girl — but  not  my  wife.” 

A red  wave  passed  over  Mary’s  face,  then 
died  away,  leaving  her  pab  and  troubled. 
“ You — are — my  father,”  she  stammered^ 

“ I am,”  ho  asserted,  bluntly.  “ Tlie  law 
nnd  the  church  do  not  back  the  claim,  but 
you  are  my  own  flesh  and  blood.  That  will 
make  things  cl-ear  to  you,  hut  what  says  your 
Jack?”  • 

“ Exactly  what  Mary  would  say  if  the  fact 
applied  to  mo,”  John  answered.  “ I am 
going  to  marry  her,  n6t  her  mother,  and 
may  Heaven  punish  me"  if  she  ever  regrets 
my  love,  us  her  mother  regretted  yours. 
Why,  may  I ask,  have  you  revealed  this 
secret  now  ?” 

"To  make  sure  how  you  would  accept  it 
if  you  happened  to  learn  it  afterwards  ” 
Sir  William  replied.  “ Mary,  take 

Di is  chap  ,to  tlie  nearest  parson  and 
make  surf  of  him  before  he  changes  his 
mind,  xlis  brain  w clogged  with  sciuiment, 
but  he  rings  true.  Tell  him  to  bring  you 
bock.  Xo  mo  and  make  this  your  homo- 
1 here  a a lonely  man  here  w1u>  happens  to 


be  your  father;  doomed  to  crawl  over  the 
rest  of  life’s  journey  like  an  insect  with 
broken  wings.  Ho  cannot  spare  you.” 

Mary  was  on  her  knees,  fielding  his 
hands. 

“ Dad,”  sire  said,  softlv.  “ Dad. 
Jack " 

But  Jack  had  risen  and  crept  out.  Even 
he  was  an  intruder  there. 


Those  who  want  to  know  what  happened 
after  may  go  to  Ransley  and  lenm.  It  has 
spread  its  streets  and  increased  its  tall 
ciiimneys  till  they  look  like  a feres t belch- 
ing smoke,  but  they  have  not  yet  intruded 
upon  the  tranquillity  of  Stelfar  Towers, 
where  John  Purchase  and  liis  wife  passed 
their  days  and  watched  their  children  grow 
to  maturity.  Sir  William  lived  to  see  some 
of  them,  but  he  was  like  a caged  eagle  gaz- 
ing at  the  6U n.  His  grave  is  in  the  neigh- 
bouring churchyard,  and  nlwnys  bright  with 
. flowors  when  flowers  bloom,  most  c<f  them 
[>\aced  thero  by  a white-haired  old  mail 
named  Tarrant,  very  lean  and  wrinkled, 
nlways  neat  nud-^-silont.  , Sometimes  ho 
pauses  to  look  at  tho  plain  stone  pillar  which 
tewors  above  tho  spot,  rugged  aud  firm,  like 
the  man  whoso  name  is  carved  upon  it.  He 
reads  tho  words  beneath : — 

“The  Strang  Fir»d  Root  in  Death.” 
then  sighs  and  shakes  lm  head. 

(the  end.] 


SOCIETIES  AS  LICENSED 
VICTUALLERS. 

[To  the  Editor,  “ Co-operative  News.”] 

Sir,-— My  attention  lias  been  called  to  an 
advertisement  that  appears  in  this  month’s 
•issue  of  the  Bolton  Co-operative  Society’s 
“ Record  ” relative  to  the  society's  latest 
venture  as  a licensed  dealer  in  intoxicants. 
The  advertisement  proclaims  “ pick-me-up  ” 
qualities  of  the  society’s  tonic  wines  which 
are  offered  for  side  in  their  recently  opened 
chemist’s  shop.  This  is  a retrograde  step, 
and  I feel  sure  that  the  majority  of  the 
members  are  opposed  to  it:  although  I 
understand  that  at  a meeting  preceding 
tho  application  for  a wine  licence  a resolu- 
tion opposing  tlie  application  was  defeated. 
That  decisions  of  vital  importance  should 
have  to  be  settled  at  meetings  where  the 
members  present  are  but  a small  propor- 
tion of  tho  total  membership  is  unfortunate 
and  most  unsatisfactory.  Of  the  many 
co-operative  societies  throughout  the 
country  there  are  but  very  few  who  have 
applied  for  licences  to  sell  intoxicants.  The 
ifact  that  the  wines  aro  retailed  in  the 
respectable  environment  of  a chemist’s 
shop  leads  many  not  only  to  accept  the 
implication  as  to  their  value  as  a tonic  and 
restorative,  but  unsuspectingly  to  give 
them  a trial.  Our  country  is  already  faced 
with  the  utmost  serious  problem  of  in- 
creased drinking  among  women  and  girls, 
and  such  conditions  are  largely  attributable 
to  the  “ easy  ” and  “ respectable  " oppor- 
tunities for  purchase  from  the  licensed 
grocer  or  chemist.  It  is  part  of  the  obli- 
gation of  the  movement,  in  its  efforts  to 
promote  the  social  and  intellectual  ad- 
vancement of  its  members,  to  avoid  parti- 
cipation in  any  form  of  business  or  social 
activity  that  would  in  any  way  tend  to 
thwart  or  nullify  such  advancement. — 
Yours,  &c., 

Manchester.  Co-operator. 


PRIVATE  TRADERS’  POSTER. 


LEGAL  ACTION  MAY  BE  TAKEN. 

The  National  Executive  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Party  held  a meeting  at  123,  Pall  Mall, 
London,  recently.  Mr.  R.  C.  Morrison, 
M.P.,  was  present,  in  addition  to  tho 
Executive. 

The  Executive  had  under  consideration  a 
srlteme  for  tlie  co-ordination  of  tho  work  of 
tlie  Co-operative  Members  of  Parliament  and 
the  Party.  Arrangements  aro  being  made 
at  the  head  office  for  tlie  compilation  cf  data 
for  the  effective  carrying  out  of  tlie  party’s 
work  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  sug- 
gested that  tlie  four  Members  of  Parliament 
should  attend  the  meetings  of  the  National 
Committee  and  Executive,  and  every  possible 
step  will  be  taken  to  secure  the  best  method 
of  dealing  with  co-operative  matters  at 
Westminster. 

Counsel's  opinion  has  been  obtained  with 
regard  to  the  posters  and  circulars  issued  by 
the  Traders’  Defence  League  during  the 
General  Election,  and  it  was  strongly  recom- 
mended that  proceedings  be  taken. 

The  question  of  grants  to  local  newspapers 
was  under  consideration,  and  tlie  matter  has 
boon  referred  to  tho  General  Committee,  who 
will  meet  on  January  10th. 


CALENDAR. 


DECEMBER. 

S.  North-Western  Educational  Association  (Oldham 
Group). — Conference  in  the  Kilig-streot  Co- 
operative. Educational  Rooms,  Oldham,  at  3 
p.m.  Subject  (or  discussion  : " Co-operators 
and  (ho  Social  Order."  Speaker,  Mr.  H. 
Clarke  (Oldham). 

JANUARY. 

Midland  Sectional  Board  and  Educational  Associa- 
tion.—Week-end  School,  in  the  Rockingham- 
road  Council  School,  Kettering.  Lecturer, 
Mr.  Norman  Angeil. 

S.  Midland  Sectional  Conference,  in  the  Rocking- 
- ham-road  Council  School,  Kettering,  at  3 
p.m.  Subject  lor  dLoiusion  : “ Trade  ond 
Capital."  Paper  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer  (Co- 
operative Union). 

,,  North-Western  Section  (Cheshire  and  North 
Wales  District  Association). — Special  Confer- 
ence, on  (lie  premises  of  the  Birkenhead 
Society.  Subjects  for  discussion  : " Stocks 
and  Prices  " and  " Publicity  and  Propa- 
ganda." 

„ Wholesale  Society.— Divisional  Meetings  : In  the 
Society's  Premises,  West  Bhindford-strect, 
Newcastlc-on-Tyne,  at  2 p.m.  In  the  Cam- 
pordown  House  ILyU.  .Hall  Moon  Passage, 
Dunoail-stroet,  LondAii,'  E.,  at  2 p.m.  In 
tho  Empire  Picture  Palace,  Nottingtum-road, 
Ripley,  nt  2 p.m.  fi)  ibe  Large  Hall,  Tech- 
nical College,  Queen-street  Soutli.  Hudders- 
field, nt  3 p.m.  in  the  Mitchell  Memorial 
Hall,  Balloon-slreet,  Manchester,  nt  3 p.m. 
In  tho  CVj-opemtivo  ITnll,  <18,  Botchergatc, 
Carlisle,  at  2-d5  p.im.  In  the  Society's  Pre- 
mised! Broad  Quayf’xlristol,  at  2 p.m.  In 
tho  Society's  Premises,  St.  Mary-street, 
Card  ill,  nt  2 p.m. 

S.  Norlhorn  Educational  A ssoelation.— Conference 
in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Priestgato,  Darling- 
ton, at  2-30  p.m.  Subject  for  discussion  : 
“ The  front  Educational  Outlook. " Ad- 

dress by  Mr.  P.  Young  (Executive). 

Southern  Sectional  Conference,  at  the  Assembly 
Room,  C.W.S.,  Leman-street,  London,  E.l,  at 
2-30  p.m.  Subject  lor  discussion  : " Working 
Togo! her  in  tho  Co-operativo  Movement " ; 
to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  Leonard  S.  Woolf. 

„ Wholesale  Society.—  General  Meeting,  in  tbo 
Mitchell  Memorial  Hall,  Balloon  street,  Man- 
chester, nt  2 p.m. 


ENTERTAINERS. 

SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE  ENTERTAINMENT 
AGENCY  (Licensed  by  L.0.0.).— Write  for  artiste* 
to  It.  HidbeRD,  66,  Great  Prescott-stroot,  London,  E.l. 

A PARTY  WITH  A REPUTATION. 

MIt.  WILL  CARTER'S  » MERRIE  MIMICS. 

An  original  show.  Great  success  this  season. 
Refinement  guaranteed.  Wo  cater  for  all  ond  offend 
none.  Christinas  ODd  New  Year  still  open.  Terms 
inodoratai  distance  apt  object.— 16,  Wprwiok-etreot, 
Ilulmc,  Msnobeatsc.  'Phono  U63  Central. 


NATIONAL  UNI01  0?  DISTBIBUT1VE 
& ALLIED  WOBKERS-The  N.U.D.A.W 

“THE  NEW  DAWN” 

The  “ Readable  " Trad;  Union 
Paper.  Publish:!  forlnishdy 
(on  Suturihvi).  Price  2d. 
horn  branch  secretaries,  or  3d. 
poet  free  horn  Cenlral  OSce — 
"Oakley."  Wilrmlovr  Road, 
Fallowficld,  Manchester. 


SITUATIONS  VACANT. 


Cl  LEA  TOR  MOOR  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  LTD.- 
J Wanted,  a thoroughly  competent  and  experienced 
TAILORING  .MANAGER  and  CUTTER;  able  to  i»t™. 
duce  and  put  into  operation  the  division  of  labour 
system ; none  but  men  experienced  in  this  clots  of 
work  need  apply;  membership  7,753.— Applications, 
stating  ago,  wages,  and  experience,  will  be  received  ' 
up  to  first  pest  on  Tuesday,  January  0th,  1923, 
addressed  to  The  Committee. 

RAPEUY  MANAGER  and  BUYER  Wanted,  pi 
take  complote  control  of  Drapery  and  Millinery 
Departments;  annual  sales  £20, CM). — Appbeation.*, 

btaling  age,  full  particulars  of  previous  experience, 
qualifications,  wages  required,  together  with  names  cd 
two  references,  To  reach  tlie  WaJasil  and  District  Co- 
operative Society  Limited,  Bridge-street,  Walsall,  not 
later  than  Wednesday  January  3rd,  1923.  Envelope* 
to  bo  endorsed  " Drapery  Manager." 

CNENEUAL  MANAGER  Wanted  by  tho  Pittingtan 
JT  Amicable  Industrial  Society  Limited;  will  be  re- 
quired to  buy  lor  grocery,  greengrocery,  and  boot 
and  shoe  departments,  und  liavc  supervision  of  Uia 
whole  of  staff  of  society;  sales  for  1922,  £111,110;  mem- 
bership, 1,850;  N.U.C.O.  rates  of  wages;  present 
salary,  £6  8s.  per  wgek. — Written  applications,  will! 
three  recent  testimorSals,  to  reach  the  Society  by 
Tuesday,  January  9tli,  1923,  endorsed  “ Manager." 
Applicants,  if  holding  similar  position,  to  Bend  copies 
of  recent  balance  sheet.— N.  Eltrlncham,  Secretary. 

GROCERY  MANAGER  AND  BUYER.— The  Ten  Acres 
and  Stirchley  Co-operative  Society  invites  appli- 
cations  for  tills  position  from  men  with  practical  ex- 
perience of  the  grocery-  trade;  the  society  has  eighteen 


N.U.C.O. — Applications  must  be  made  by  letter,  giving 
particulars  of  experience,  stating  oge,  and  submitting 
copies  of  references.  Letters  must  be  delivered  to  the 
Society's  Offices.  Umbersladc-rcad,  Stirchley,  Binning- 
1mm,  not  later  Uian  January  1st,  1923. 

THE  Committee  of  the  Lockhurst  Lane  Co-operative 
Society  Limited  beg  to  thank  the  36  applicant* 
for  the  position  recently  adverlised.  and  to  state  that 
Mr.  E.  W.  G.  Wright  (Long  Buckby)  has  received 
tho  appointment. 

THE  Committee  of  the  Reading  Co-operative  Society 
-Ltd.  thank  all  applicants  for  positiou  of  BAKERY 
MANAGER,  which  has  now  been  filled. 

THE  Alloa  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  desires  to 
thank  applicants  for  the  MANAGERSHP.  and  to 
intimate  that  the  situation  lias  now  been  filled. 

WANTED,  FOREMAN  BUTCHER,  to  manage  one 
shop-  and  to  give  supervision  lo  two  others; 
must  have  good  all-round  experience  of  English  and 
imported  trade;  will  act  as  foreman  in  all  slaughter- 
ing duties;  good  disciplinarian;  no  buying. — Applica- 
tions, stating  age,  wage  required,  experience,  and 
references,  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary,  Cooperative 
Society,  High-street-,  Rushden,  Northants,  not  later 
than  Tuesday,  January  2nd,  1923. 

WANTED,  a smart  SIAN  as  DEPARTMENTAL 
MANAGER  for  Boot  and  Drapery  Department; 
trade  £70  per  week. — Applications,  giving  full  par- 
ticulars and  stating  wages  required,  to  be  6ent  in  at 
oneo  to  Cooperative  Society,  Stony  Stratford,  Bucks. 

WANTED,  a MANAGER  for  Country  Branch;  mixed 
trade;  about  £56  weekly,  but  can  be  increased. 
— Apply,  giving  full  particulars,  not  later  than  Mon- 
day, January  1st,  1923,  to  the  Cooperative  Society, 

1 1 igli -street,  Davenfcry. - 

1)ir ANTED,  MANAGING  SECRETARY  lor  Society 
If  of  1,900  members;  sales  last  quarter,  £14,500; 
usual  departments  nnd  two  branches;  the  person  ap- 
pointed will  be  responsible  to  the  committee  for  the 
whole  or  the  society's  operations;  he  must  be  a keen 
buyer,  strict  disciplinarian,  competent  organiser,  ond 
must  possess  accountancy  experience. — Applications, 
with  recent  balance  sheet  of  society  serving,  also  stat- 
ing age,  wages,  experiences  enclosing  copies  of  two 
recent  testimonials,  to  be  sent  on  or  before  Tuesday. 
January  2nd,  1923,  to  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Ixmg 
Buckby.  Rugby.  Envelopes  marked  “ Managing 
Secretary.” 


SITUATIONS  WANTED. 

Assistants,  managers,  buyers,  ware- 
housemen. CLERKS,  PACKERS,  and  PORTERS. 
— Societies  requiring  efficient  men  or  women,  with 
good  references,  for  any  distributive  department,  apply, 
JOHN  Turxhr,  General  'Secretary,  National  Amalgamated 
Union,  Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks. 
Dilkc  House,  Malct-strect,  London,  W.C.l. - 

BAKERS.— Sociatics  in  any  part  of  Fiigland  or 
Wales  requiring  Operative  Bakers  of  any  grade 
are  requested  to  apply  to  W.  B.aNVISLD,  General  Secre- 
tary, Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and 
Confectioners,  67.  Sydney-streot.  London,  S.W. 

SITUATION  Wanted  as  CAR  or  LURRY  DRIVER; 

4 years’  experience;  running  repairs;  ex-service- 
man; nt’  present  driving  3-ton  ""Thorneycroft " lurry; 
will  bo  disengaged  in  January. — W.  JARMIX,  9,  Bells- 
lane,  Glemsford. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

BOOT  AND  SHOE  REPAIRS— Offers  required  for 
Second-hand  (No.  3)  COMBINATION  FINISHING 
MACHINE  by  Standard  Engineering  Machine  On., 
capacity  500  pairs  weekly;  in  working  order;  view 
by  appointment. — Co-opcrativo  Society,  Downing-strw*. 
Manchester. — 

Devonshire  clotted  cream,  tho  real  tht«. 

famous  tho  world  over.  Delicious  CREAM 
CHEESE;  awarded  First  Prise.  National  Dairy  Show, 
London;  produced  by  tho  Chthedral  Dairy.  E*el“- 
tpecial  terms  to  co-operative  societies;  prices  on  «PP*f 
cation.— Proprietors,  Exeter  Co-operative  and  ta*11"- 
trial  Society  Ltd.,  110,  StdwcU-gtrvct,  Exeter. 

FOR  SALE  BAKER'S  VANS,  2 and  4 wheelers;  ril 
ready  .for  the  road.  Also  BUTCHERY  HAWKER* 
VAN  on  " Ford  " chassis. — Applyi  the  Iyiicester  Car- 
riage Builders  and  Wheelwrights  Limited,  Marlow-roao, 
Leicester. - 

FUNERAL  CARS  and  Improved  Light  Cl»f? 

HEARSES  and  COACHES;  various 
some  sccond-handr  photos  free.— Cash  or  terms,  ■’osr 
MAnsTON'3  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Bradford-slreer* 
Birmingham. . 

MONEY  EASILY  EARNED  by  selling 

STAMPS.— Free  particulars  from  Richforu* 
Ltd.,  Snow  Hill,  London,  E.C.l. 

MOTOR  HEARSE;  saloon;  latest  design  body 

threo  purposes;  suit  any  chassis;  PAr‘lc.?'*j. 
free.— Mahston’8  Carriage  Works  Limited,  Brodior 
street,  Birmingham.  — 

TO  PRODUCTIVE’ SOCIETIES— The  Edinburgh  Ex- 
hibition draws  near.  If  your  Showcase  w*®; 
renovating,  send  it  to  the  Productive  Society  Jl0?'' 
by  experience  (o  do  this  work,  tho  Midland  ” 
workers  Ltd.,  Bristol-streot,  Birmingham. 


APARTMENT8. 

CARBOROUOH-NORTH  CLIFF— Tinpall’S  Dol- 
ing Hou?o,  3,  BJenhehn -terrace.  Uninterrupicu 

6CJ  view.  Liberal  cutoinu. 


December  30,  1922. 


THE  CO-OPERATIVE  NEW S, 
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FULL  of 
ENERGY! 


H5VIS 


is  better  than  all  the 
physic  for  active  minds 
and  healthy  bodies  and 
miles  ahead  of  ordinary 
brown  or  white  bread. 

Your  Baker  Bakes  iL 


s 


OLID 
TYLISH 
ERVICEABLE 
HOc  S FOR 
UNSHINE  OR 
TORM 


SPEBOPE 

Brand. 


Addreis:  SPEROPB  BOOT  MANUFACTURERS 
LTD..  BARWELL.  near  HINCKLEY. 


HOLYOAKE  BRAND  FOOTWEAR 

Up-to-date  in  Style  and  Price. 

THE  MOST  RELIABLE  IN  WEAR. 

Ask  at  your  stores  for  thia  brand. 

HAVELOCK  WORKS,  KETTERING. 


WORKING  A 44-HOURS  WEEK  IN  FIVE  DATS. 
ANYTHING  REQUIRED  IN  TIIE  BAKERY. 

Undo  under  Ideal  Trade  Union  Conditions.  Keen 
Prices.  Established  1887. 

T.  H.  TONGE.  The  Bakery  Filter,  Pendleton. 

WANTED,  all  Co-operators  when  in  Leeds  to  DINE 
at  tbo  Leeds  Industrial  Co-operative  Society's 
Restaurant. 


VACCINATION  does  not  prevent  or  mitigate  small- 
pox; save  your  health;  don't  waste  the  rate- 
payers' money  or  your  own  on  this  superstition; 
pamphlets  6d.,  leaflets  2d.,  post  free,  from  the  Nutionn! 
Anti-Vaccination  longue,  25,  Denison  House,  296, 
Vauxhntl  Bridge-road,  London,  S.W.l. 


■ITjrillST  SCORE  CARDS.— Superior,  modem,  attrac- 
V V tivo;  250,  4s.  Gd. ; 1,000,  14s.,  post  Ireo.— 
Scorr's,  52,  Crown-avenue,  Clydebank,  Glasgow. 


THE  BARNSLEY  BRITISH 
CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY’S 

FLOUR  BIDS  & SHOOTS 

are  giving  every  satisfaction.  This  Is  proved 
by  IhoTncreaiol  Kopeat  Ordor*  that  aro 
corning  In.  If  yon  have  not  <ot  a Oata- 
logu  >,  please  writs  for  ouo. 
Manufacturers  and  furnishers  ot  Appli- 
ances for  “Excclda"  Check  System, 
that  has  proved  successful  as  dsrnsley 


Address  : TINNING  DEPARTMENT 


Co-opsrative  Printing  Society 

« Limited. 

FIELDING-WOOD 

The  Most  Up-to-Dat9 

CHECK  SYSTEM. 


X.L,"  "Ecclei,"  " Ch  nit  " a>  1 ltisr  Check  Systems 
Penny  Saving!  Bank  Acconnts.  "SIvIPLEX” 
System ; No  Posting.  Savoi  time,  Greatest 
accuracy.  Saves  Money. 


NEW  MOUNT  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 
Branches ; Rutherford  Street,  Newcastlc-on-Tyne, 
Tudor  -treet,  London,  E.C. 


Josepli  Baker  Sons  6 Perkins  Ltd. 


— FOR  — 


DOUGH  HEADERS 


Bakery  Department  : WESTWOOD  WORKS.  PETERBOROUGH. 

7 cl ct rams  -• 

PIONEERS, , PETERBOROUGH. 

Head  Office:  KINGSWAY  HOUSE,  KINGSWAY.  LONDON.  W.C.2. 


Sole  Sales  Agents  for 


David  Timnison  Ltd.,  Edinburgh. 


-XS6e  Reliable  Jlome  2 lyes.  • 


: DRUMMER 
: DYES 


in  25  SHADES.  Can  be 

bought  at  all  Co-operative  Stores. 

Send  for  FREE  BOOKLET  ON  HOME  DYEING. 

BRITISH  MADE. EDGES.  BOLTON. 


&i  o b Makers  of  Edges  “£Do\ly  tBhie"  $ u2)oUu  @ream." 


LEEDS  INDUSTRIAL  CO  OPEBATIVE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 

10.  ALDION  STREET.  LEEDS. 

TIN-PLATE  DEPARTMENT. 


Maker*  of  Fluirr. 
Grain,  Potato. 
Sant,  Treacle 
3in.  on  t ShojU. 


i‘§ 


EACH  FOR  ALL 

AND  

ALL  FOR  EACH 


This  well-known 
CO -OPERA.  t'lV  l£ 
BRAND  


MEN’S 

BOOTS 


A GUARANTEE 
OP  QUALITY 
and. 


RIGHT  LABOUR 
CONDITIONS. 


MADE  BY  THE 


CROMPTON  BOOT 

Manufacturers  Limited, 

“ I & U ” WORKS, 
DES30XOUGH. 


(6 


Cbe  ideal 


Lad  ies’  Tailor-.dade 
Costumes. 

Pioneers  of  this  Branch  in 
the  Movement. 

Gentlemen’s  High-class 
Bespoke  tailoring. 

Boys’  Suits. 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Hats  and  Caps. 

The  only  Makers  In  the 
Movement. 


Works  - WELLINGBOROUGH. 


BURNLEY  “SELF-HELP”  LTD. 

Hialcv  R-jyd  Mill,  Burnley. 

Makers  of  Ox  orJ  iWtinls,  Gruiirhlet,  Flavulett:, 
Silesias,  Li.aeaettcs,  Lustres,  & Sil  tete:i  Liaialt ; 
alsa  of  Grey  Cloths. 


Registered  Office  : 6,  Church  St..  Manchester. 


CULCHETH  HALL 

Country  Holiday  Residence 

Open  all  the  ijear  round. 

Situated  in  a delightful  country  district  between 
Leigh  and  Warrington  ; 10  minutes’  walk  from 
Culcheth  Station,  Great  Central  Railway;  ±5 
minutes  from  Kenyon  Junction,  L.  & N.-W.  Ry. 


For  particulars  apply 

Miss  G.  Davies,  Manageress,  Culcheth  Hall, 

Nawcharch,  Near  Warrington, 
or  Secretary,  Oo-operativo  Sooioty,  Luton,  Lancs. 
Telephone  323  Leigh. 


Your  Store  ctocks 

INTEGRITY 


“BEE  HIVE” 

LIQUID  GRATE  POLISH 

Is  a Great  Polish. 

— Ask  for  it  at  Your  Stones. — 

TRY  IT. 

Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing 
Society  Limited, 

Bee  Hive  Works,  Droylsden. 


WANTED, 


All  Co-operators  d 
Trade  Unionists 

to  ask  st  their  Stores  for 

“Self-Help”  B'„r  Boots  & Shoes. 

Trade  Unioa  Stamped.  Satisfaction  Guaranteed. 

Works  - DARTFOBD  ROAD.  LEICESTER. 


Leek  Silk  Twist  Maaufacturia® 

Siciety  Ltd.,  Park  Mills,  Ljek,  Staffordshire. 

Sewing  Silks  for  Rand  or  vtachine  use.  Boot-Closln; 
Twist.  Tailors'  Button-Hole  Twist,  dtc.  Billings 
Boot  Loops,  Skirt  Belting,  and  other  Trl  a aluja 
Agents  : The  English  sal  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 


The  Leicester  Co-operative  Bout 
and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Societg 

Makers  of  the  Ltd. 

Equity  Brand  of  Ladies’  Boots  & Shoes. 

The  Daintiest  and  Most 
Up-to-  ate  Footwear. 

All  Goods  Stamped  with  the  Trade  Union  Stamp.  - 

EQUITY  WORKS,  w,,£?c"  .2"31, 

Branch  Warehouse:  8,  Withy  Grove,  Manchester 

Thomson’s  aTSSw  Cloths 

can  be  purchased  through  any 
Co-operative  Society. 

Woodhouse  M.lls,  HUD^E  i jFIELD. 

Solo  Agents : Tho 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative  Manufacturing  Society 

Ltd. 

Manufacturers  of  PACOMA  (Regd.) 
Warranted  Thoroughly  Shrunk  Cloths, 
Shirtings,  Skirtings,  Serges,  Tweeds, 
Shawls,  Quiiti>,  St£. 


AS  BRIGHT  AS  EVER. 


Pelaw  Polish 

STILL  SHINING. 

. „ . ■ : 

ft**********^M^i»*#*#M*******#******^*******«:e**»*^Mt**#***ff*********ff*ft**5>*****************'**** 
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ORDER 

“THE  PRODUCER” 

FROM  YOUR  STORE. 


Dkckmjjek  30,  1922,. 

V1KIMC  DYES  LIVE 

Ask  for  these  Dyes  at  Your  Own  Store. 


A COMPETITION. 


January  8th  is  the  last  day  for  receiving 
the  36-word  essays  on  the  “ Uni  las  ” 
Handkerchiefs  in  connection  witlUthe  com- 
petition announced  on  page  8 this  week — 
ifor  the  last  time. 

It  i<s  ft  very  easy  competition  ; everyone 
should  have  a try.  Already  it  has  stimu- 
lated a wonderful' demand  for  these  splendid 
productions,  and  co-operators  everywhere 
are  invited  to  ask  at  their  stores  for  the 
“ Uuitas  ” Handkerchiefs  of  the  C.W.S. 


GET  EGGS. 


“ You  will  no  doubt  be  pleased  to  learn,” 
writes  a Walsall  co-operator  to  the  manager 
of  the  C.W.S.  Poultry  Section,  “ that  the 
breeding  pen  of  White  Leghorns  which  you 
obtained  for  me  from  the  C.W.S.  Birdie 
Brow  poultry  farm  have  given  every  satis- 
faction. They  are  a healthy  and  handsome 
lot  of  birds,  and  reflect  great  credit  upon 
the  C.W.S.  poultry  expert.  Co-operators 
requiring  first-class  utility  birds  cannot  do 
better  than  place  their  orders  with  the 
C.W.S.  Birdie  Brow  poultry  farm. — Yours 
faithfully, 


In  April  last  a Pontypridd  co-operator 
had  a lien  and  12  day-old  White  Wyandotte 
chicks  from  the  C.W.S.  poultry  farm,  and 
now  writes: — “I  am  so  pleased  with  file 
way  they  have  turned  out  that  I thought 
you  might  be  interested  to  know  about 
them.  Although  eight  of  the  chicks  were 
males,  I am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
lot.  The  cockerels  are  a good  size  for  the 
table,  and  the— pullets  started  laying  in 
mid-November.  The  lien  laid  spasmodi- 
cally at  first,  but  now  that  the  pullets  are 
laying  she  lays  well.  I have  had  27  eggs 
this  week  from  the  fou„  pullets  and  the 
lien.  1 might  add  that  these  chicks  "ere 
your  third-class  from  free  range,  and  I 
used  no  much-advertised  spice.  I would 
like  to  have  your  new  catalogue  when  it  i*s 
ready,  because  I not  only  want  to  get  some 
eggs  for  myself  from  you,  but  I also  intend 
to  tell  the  members  of  the  Ynysybwl  Society 
of  my  experience,  and  advise  them  to  get 
their  eggs  or  chicks  from  you. — Yours 
sincerely, 


THE  PEOPLE’S  YEAR 
BOOK. 


Start  the  year  well  by  getting  a copy 
of  the  new  edition  of  the  “ People’s  Year 
Book  ” — a standard  authoritative  work  of 
reference.  Your  store  manager  or  secre- 
tary can  show  you  a copy,  and  secure  one 
for  you  at  the  published  price. 


A WORD: ON  CYCLES. 


An  interesting  article  recently  appeared 
in  ‘‘Bicycling  News”  on  “ The  Cheap 
Cycle,”  in  which  it  was  said  that  “ notwith- 
standing all  that  is  said  and  written  against 
tile 'ultra  cheap  bicycle,  the  demand  un- 
doubtedly exists,  and  sooner  or  later — 
generally  sooner— the  penalty  of  such  pur- 
chases will  come  home,  and  utter  dissatis- 
faction will  result.  If  it  were  possible  to 
put  the  qnentlog  f0  rider.,  of  experience, 
a^d  ask  them  to  report  on  the  remarkable 
uumber  bf  machines  which  are  being  ridden 
by  people  who  apparently  seem  ignorant  of 
the  fact  that  they  are  ofttimes  indies  out 
of  track,  the  result  would  be  astonishing. 
Sometimes  this  is,  of  course,  due  to  the 
back  wheel  being  incorrectly  adjusted ; but 
in  most  cases  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  the 
fault  of  the  frame,  which  nearly  always 
means  shoddy  work.  It  is  seldom  indeed 
that  a really  first-class  bicycle  will  develop 
this  fault,  unless  the  cause  is  directly  due 
to  an  accident,  for  it  will  be  found  that  in 
the  high-grade  machine  the  wheels  are  in 
perfect  track — a condition  which  largely 
stands  for  the  easy  propulsion  of  the  cycle. 
Another  very  important  point  to  notice  is 
the  chain  alignment — a feature  which,  if 
defective,  will  do  more  to  increase  the 
friction,  and  consequently  the  labour,  than 
any  other  drawback  which  cheapness  is 
lieir  to.” 


Regarding  the  FEDERATION  Cyc 
co-operators  can  feel  sure  tliat  these 
not  built  to  a price,  but  TO  A 8TANDA 
THAT  WILL  GIVE  THEM  ABSOLl 
SATISFACTION. 


NOW  READY. 


Every  member  of  a Society  who  wants  to  realise  the  Depth  and  Height 
of  the  Co-operative  Movement  should  have  the 

==  PEOPLE’S  — 


BOOK 

m for  1925. 


It  is  a Storehouse  of  Facts  and  Figures,  and  a 
Revelation  of  the  Future. 


THE  PEOPLE’S  YEAR  BOOK 

s== 

Every  Co-operative  Employee 

MAKES  A CAPITAL 

New  Year’s  Present. 

SHOULD  BUY  A COPY 

for  Home  and  Store. 

THE  NEW  EDITION 

can  be  ordered  through  Your  Store. 

Hand  3s.  or  2s.  to  your  Manager  or  Secretary,  and  he  will  get  you  a copy. 


Special  Terms  to  Societies,  Clubs,  Unions,  Guilds,  &c. 

CLOTH. 

1 copy 


12  copies  or  more 
6 to  eleven  copies 


P'»t  free 

3s.  6d.  - 

2s.  6d.  each  j 
2s.  9s.  ,, 


PAPER. 

9C  post  free 

2s.  Sd. 

Is.  9d.  each. 
Is.  lOd.  „ 


Every  Society  should  order  supplies  jor  sale  to  members  and  employees,  and  orders  should  be 
sent  early  to  any  oj  the  fallowing  addresses  : — 

The  Co-operative  Press  Agency,  118,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester; 

S. C.W.S.  Stationery  Department,  24,  Morrison  Street,  Glasgow; 

C.W.S.  Stationery  Department,  l,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester; 

C.W.S.  Stationery  Department,  West  Blandford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne; 
C.W.S.  Stationery  Department,  99,  Leman  Street,  London,  E.l; 
and  at  Bristol  and  Cardiff. 

All  orders,  with  remittances,  far  single  copies,  should  be  sent  to  the 
Co-operative  Press  Agency. 


Frip ud  Published  by  the  NiTiojut  CO-ormuma  I'UBLiauiNO  socim  Liuitbd,  at  tboir  Oflloc*. 


Long  Mitigate,  Miuidicutcr.—  Saturday*  December  30th,  1823, 


BUILDERS 

SHOPFITTERS. 


SIGN  MAKERS 
AND 

SIGN  WRITERS. 


MOTOR  BODY 
BUILDERS. 


Add. 


Broughton  Lan*, 


MANCHESTER 


A “CASE”  OF  INTEREST 
in  CASE  OF  NEED 

AGAIN  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  appeal  to 
h every  reader  of  the  “ Producer  ” and  the 
Co-operative  News,”  but  more  especially  to 
those  who  may  be  Managers,  Secretaries.  Committee- 
men, or  other  Officials  of  Retail  Societies,  as  we  are 
indeed  very  anxious  to  meet  the  needs  of  their 
Societies,,  whether  it  be  in  Giving  Advice, 
Suggesting  Schemes,  Submitting  Estimates, 
or  the  Supplying  of  Goods  or  Services. 

MAY  WE  HELP  YOU  TO  ACHIEVE  GREATER 
SALES  AND  REDUCED  WORKING  EXPENSES  > 


C.W.S. 

PACKING  CASE, 
WOOD  BOX  *nd 
CRATE  WORKS, 
SAWMILL  ud 
TIMBER  YARD. 


Addreii: 

LANGWORTHY 
SAW  MILLS, 
VERE  STREET, 

SALFORD. 


' 


